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Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): 
On a day when the en-
tire Nagaland held its 
breath – in anticipation 
of a manoeuvre fated to 
provoke a chain of chess-
board moves across the 
state’s political landscape 
– the Nagaland unit of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) took centre-
stage with its late night 
announcement that the 
party intends to contest 
the Nagaland assembly 
elections ‘as per schedule’. 

Notwithstanding the 
defiant message its an-
nouncement was deliver-
ing – when put into con-
text the ‘solution before 
election’ call made by Naga 
civil organisations and 
armed political groups – 
the BJP Nagaland media 
cell termed the decision as 
“a major significant devel-
opment” in a press release 
issued Thu. 

According to the state-
ment, Nagaland BJP lead-
ers met the National BJP 

general secretary Ram 
Madhav, who is also in 
charge of the BJP’s north-
east political affairs, to 
discuss Nagaland’s politi-
cal development.  

“After a thorough delib-
eration, it was agreed upon 
that BJP would contest the 
election for the cause of 
solution in the state as per 
scheduled (sic). Bharatiya 
Janata Party is for early so-
lution to the present Naga 
Political issue and BJP will 
be part of the system to 
implement all the agree-
ments held between the 
government of India and 
the negotiating parties,” 
the statement read. 

Stitching alliance
In a separate statement 
from the co-convenor of 
the BJP’s election manage-
ment committee, Mm-
honlumo Kikon, it was 
stated that the party was 
‘in the final stage of stitch-
ing together an alliance 
for the forthcoming elec-
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tions’. The BJP, according 
to the statement, was set 
to finalise ‘seat-sharing’ 
agreement by Feb. 1.   

Congress pinpoints BJP’s 
doublespeak  
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(NPCC) stated that the 
‘belligerent” stand of the 
BJP to ‘force elections in 
Nagaland’ shall be re-
membered for all times 
to come. 

“Having deliberately 
planned to flood the state 
with money to lure candi-
dates and buyout the vot-
ers, they simply brushed 
aside the joint declara-
tion of Jan 29 and made 
a scapegoat out of their 
senior party functionary.

“The arrogance of 
the BJP has been greatly 
helped by majority of our 
people who believe that 
candidates should buy 
vote to win elections,” it 

stated. 
The NPCC also in-

formed that it would be 
releasing its 2018 elec-
tion manifesto soon. “It is 
also ironic that candidates 
who abhor BJP and its 
ideology are readily join-
ing the parties that are 
allied with BJP. Our people 
should be wise enough 
to reject those candidates 
who think that the voters 
are gullible enough to be 
taken for a ride.”

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
In his last full budget be-
fore general elections in 
2019, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley raised long-
term capital gains (LTCG) 
tax to 10 per cent from 
zero at present, reduced 
corporate tax for 99 per 
cent of the companies to 
25 per cent but left the tax 
structure for individuals 
largely unchanged.

The finance minister's 
focus was on rural india 
and agriculture, perhaps 
with an eye on electoral 
gains for the ruling party 
at the centre next year, 
announcing a number of 
schemes and incentives. 
For the Kharif agricultur-
al output, the minister 
increased the minimum 
support price to one and 
half times of production 
cost, raising institutional 
farm credit to Rs 11 lakh 
crore in 2018-19 from Rs 
8.5 lakh crore. His speech 
also focused on education 
and healthcare.

The finance minister 
indicated a slippage in fis-
cal deficit for the current 
year from 3.2 per cent to 
3.5 per cent and from 3 per 
cent to 3.3 per cent (Rs 5.95 
lakh crore) of the GDP next 
year, indicating the gov-
ernment will be borrowing 
more to balance its books.

"In order to impart un-
questionable credibility to 
the government's commit-
ment for the revised fiscal 
glide path, I am proposing 
to accept key recommen-
dations of the Fiscal Re-
form and Budget Manage-
ment Committee relating 
to adoption of the Debt 
Rule and to bring down 
Central Government's 
Debt to GDP ratio to 40 
per cent," he said.

The government an-
nounced a health cover-
age called National Health 
Protection Service of upto 
Rs 5 lakh per family in sec-
ondary and tertiary treat-
ments, which is expcted to 
cover 10 crore poor fami-
lies. The government is 
likely to make an expendi-
ture of Rs 4,000 crore on 
this. The finance minister 
called it the world's largest 
health scheme.

To pay for the social 
welfare schemes, the gov-
ernment has imposed So-
cial Welfare Surcharge at 
the rate of 10 per cent on 
aggregate customs duties. 
The Surcharge replaces the 
earlier Education Cess and 
and Secondary and Higher 
Education Cess.

The stock markets re-
acted sharply initially, later 
recovering, to impostion 
of long term capital gains 
on shares held beyond 
one year exceeding Rs 1 
lakh in value, which was 
exempted so far. However, 
shares bought earlier, but 
sold by July-end this year 
would be "grandfathered" 
where 20 per cent of the 
gains (upto January 31) 
would be exempted, be-
yond which the 10 per cent 
clause would kick in. 

There will be no in-
dexation and there's no 
change in the short-term 
capital gains tax of 15 per 
cent. The total amount 
exempted under capital 
gains, according to the 
minister, was Rs 3,67,000 
crore. The government, 
therefore, may gain over Rs 
36,000 crore from this one 
measure.

Jaitley also imposed a 
10 per cent dividend distri-
bution tax on mutual fund 
companies which invest in 
equities.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): 
The Core Committee of 
Nagaland Tribal Hohos 
and Civil Organisations 
(CCNTHCO) decision to 
call a state-wide bandh to 
boycott assembly elections 
in Nagaland proved to be a 
wash-out with zero enforc-
ers and no volunteers.

Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) president T Banger-
loba was seen addressing 
few of the Dimapur tribal 
hoho members present 
at the Dimapur DC court 
traffic island on Thur. after-
noon. Talking to mediaper-
sons after the address, the 
NCD president remarked 
the lukewarm response 
was ‘a historic moment 
for Nagaland as the bandh 
was going peacefully and 
smoothly without any vol-
unteers or public’. 

“Whatever programme 
launched is not only of 
NCD. It was chalked out, 
decided and given instruc-
tion to all the concern civil 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 1 (EMN): Even as the 
nomination period entered the second 
day on Thur. following the publication 
of the notification for the state assembly 
election on Jan. 31, no nomination was 
filed in all the 60 assembly constituen-
cies.

Although nomination was not filed 
anywhere as of Feb.1, it was learned that 
forms for the same were being collected 
in several constituencies. In Kohima, it 

is reported that more than ten nomina-
tion forms were collected by intending 
candidates. Kohima district has seven 
constituency seats.

Intending candidates can avail the 
required papers and file their nomina-
tion in the respective returning officer's 
(RO) offices across the state till Feb. 7. 
Nomination can be received by ROs 
and AROs from 11 am till 3 pm every 
day.  The nomination period will close 
on Feb. 7, 3 pm.

Individual tax payers 
were allowed a standard 
deduction of Rs 40,000 in 
lieu of the present exemp-
tion in respect of transport 
allowance and reimburse-
ment of miscellaneous 
medical expenses. Also, 
interest on deposits with 
banks has been increased 
from Rs 10,000 to Rs 
50,000 and money spend 
on health insurance pre-
mium exempted from tax 
raised to Rs 50,000 from Rs 
30,000. Cess on personal 
income tax, though, was 
increased from three to 
four per cent, thus raising 
Rs 11,000 crore for the gov-
ernment from individual 
tax payers. It will now be 
called Health and Educa-
tion Cess.

In his one hour 45 
minutes long speech, the 
finance minister spoke 
in English but delivered 
large tracts in Hindi, unlike 
earlier finance ministers 
who briefly peppered their 
speeches with poems or 
couplets in hindi.

The government has 
set a target of Rs 80,000 
crore divestment target 
for 2018-19, the finance 
minister said adding that 
target for 2018-19 had 
exceed the target of Rs 
72,500 crore and would 
touch Rs 1 lakh crore. De-
spite that, he did keep his 
aim low for the next year. 
He announced that the 
three public sector insur-
ance companies would be 
merged. The merged en-
tity is expected to be listed 
at some stage.

In keeping with his 
earlier announcement of 
reducing corporate taxa-
tion rate to 25 per cent, 
the finance minister made 
the change for compa-
nies with turnover of upto 
Rs 250 crore, up from Rs 
50 crore announced dur-
ing his last year budget 
speech. He said this would 
take care of almost 99 per 
cent of the companies and 
would have an impact of 
Rs 7,000 crore on govern-
ment finances. Only about 
250 companies would 
have a turnover above the 
cut-off level. An ID on lines 
of Aadhaar would also be 

set up for companies.
Jaitley also proposed 

to increase customs duty 
on mobile phones from 
15 per cent to 20 per cent, 
on some of their parts and 
accessories to 15 per cent 
and on certain parts of TVs 
to 15 per cent. "This meas-
ure will promote creation 
of more jobs in the coun-
try," he said.

The minister started his 
speech by reading out the 
achievments made by the 
government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and was optimistic about 
the path taken by the coun-
try. "We are now a $ 2.5 tril-
lion economy, and we are 
firmly on path to achieve 8 
per cent plus growth soon," 
Jaitley said. "We hope to 
grow at 7.2 per cent to 7.5 
per cent in the second half 
of 2017-18."

"Our exports are ex-
pected to grow at about 
15 per cent in 2017-18," he 
added.

Talking about rural in-
frastructure, he said in 
2018-19, for creation of 
livelihood and infrastruc-
ture in rural areas, total 
amount to be spent by the 
ministries would be Rs 
14.34 lakh crore, including 
extra-budgetary and non-
budgetary resources of Rs 
11.98 lakh crore. Overall, 
Rs 5.97 lakh crore was al-
located for infrastructre.

"Apart from employ-
ment due to farming activ-
ities and self employment, 
this expenditure will create 
employment of 321 crore 
person days, 3.17 lakh kil-
ometers of rural roads, 51 
lakh new rural houses, 1.88 
crore toilets, and provide 
1.75 crore new household 
electric connections be-
sides boosting agricultural 
growth."

The minister also an-
nounced a Mission on Cy-
ber Physical Systems to be 
launched by department 
of science and technology, 
doubling the allocation on 
Digital India to Rs 3,073 
crore. NITI Aayog was 
asked to initiate a national 
programme on artificial 
intelligence. Five lakh WiFi 
hotspots are planned to be 
set up. 

society and tribal hohos 
to take initiative of this 
bandh. Accordingly NCD 
also chalked out pro-
grammes and today as you 
see the bandh is quite suc-
cessful and in the public 
ear I have announced and 
declared a peculiar bandh 
faced by the Naga people, 
bandh without volunteers 
quite successful.”

Affirming their stand 
on solution before elec-
tion, Bangerloba said the 
bandh has been called be-
cause of the political issue 
and for many years Naga 
people have struggled to 
achieve the aspiration of 
Naga people rights and this 
issue has to be taken in the 
appropriate time.

When questioned what 
will be the plan of action of 
the NCD on nominations 
with lukewarm response 
from other districts, he 
responded, ‘tomorrow or 
day after, the core commit-
tee of Nagaland will take 
decision’. 

The NCD president 
maintained that the bandh 
has the support of the 
masses while disagreeing 
that the call to bandh in 
Dimapur was followed out 
of fear.  

Even after the call for 

state-wide bandh, ENPO 
areas, Wokha, Kohima, and 
Phek districts suspended 
the bandh. With this dif-
ference among the tribal 
bodies, when the NCD 
president was questioned 
if it was a sign of division 
among the Nagas, he re-
futed that the suspension 
of bandh in other districts 
does not mean there is 
division among the Nagas. 

“ R a t h e r  w e  h a v e 
achieved our works with 
unification of factions and 
political parties who have 
come to a common plat-
form not to sign candi-
dates for elections. That is 
the achievement made by 
civil societies,” he main-
tained. 

The streets wore a de-
serted look with all shops 
and business establish-
ments, schools and colleg-
es shut. However though 
the streets of Chumuke-
dima town wore a par-
tially deserted look, shops 
and markets remained 
open following a public 
announcement directing 
al shops to open. 

‘No Judas in the family’ 
“Conscientious Naga 
people have spoken. De-
spite the differing voices 

of the leaders, the bandh 
has evoked emotional re-
sponses, perhaps reflect-
ing the general sentiment 
of the common people. 
Dimapur district includ-
ing Chumoukedima town 
wore a deserted look, like-
wise with Mokokchung, 
Zunheboto, Meluri, Peren 
and Tseminyu. 

“In places where bandh 
was opposed, the people 
decided to support the cry 
of solution not election in 
different manners. Wokha 
town witnessed very few 
vehicular movements. Ko-
hima town was removed 
of its bustling atmosphere 
with many people remain-
ing indoors. All shops were 
closed in Phek, with prayer 
and fasting programmes 
held in different places 
for Naga solution,” read a 
statement from the CC-
NTHCO on Thu. 

The absence of bandh 
enforcers, it pointed out, 
was an indication that 
the shutdown was volun-
tary. “Since the people’s 
response has been amply 
clear, political parties may 
reflect on this groundswell 
of public response. Any 
violation of the 29 Janu-
ary Declaration would be 
akin to betrayal. The CC-

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): Union 
Minister of State for Home Kiren Ri-
jiju on Thursday appealed to the po-
litical and civil society of Nagaland to 
withdraw their decisions to boycott 
the upcoming assembly elections in 
the state, assuring an early solution 
to their issues.

"The Union government is sensi-
tive about the popular sentiment of 
Naga people and is committed to 
an early solution to their issue," a 
Home Ministry statement said quot-
ing Rijiju. He assured the people of 
Nagaland that the government will 
implement the solution to the Naga 
issue as soon as it is reached.

Rijiju also appealed to the politi-

cal and civil society groups of Naga-
land to participate in the legislative 
assembly elections scheduled to be 
held on February 27 and to with-
draw their declaration to boycott the 
democratic process.

The elections will be held to elect 
members of the 60 constituencies 
in Nagaland. Counting of votes is 
scheduled to take place on March 3.

Earlier, Rijiju had also said that 
the Central government fully under-
stands the sentiments expressed by 
the Core Committee of the Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisations 
(CCNTHCO) but "election boycott 
is not the solution". Rijiju is also 
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) elec-

tion in-charge for Nagaland.
His comments come after all par-

ties in Nagaland, including the ruling 
Naga People's Front, on Monday 
decided not to contest the elections, 
agreeing to the demand of tribal 
bodies and civil society groups that 
the Naga political problem be re-
solved first.

The Congress, the National-
ist Democratic Peoples' Party, the 
Nagaland Congress, the United Na-
galand Democratic Party, the Aam 
Admi Party, the National Congress 
Party, the Lok Jan Party, the Janata 
Dal-United and the National Peo-
ple's Party were part of the decision 
not to contest the polls.

NTHCO is hopeful that 
there will be no Judas in the 
Naga family. 

“For those bent on filing 
nominations, it’s not only 
the political party which 
would be held responsible 
but even the tribe to which 
he or she belongs would be 
tainted by the act of these 
opportunistic individuals. 
The presidents and office 
bearers of all the apex tribe 
hohos and the civil society 
organizations are to com-
pulsorily attend a meeting 
at Hotel Japfu, 11 am on 
the 3rd Feb’ as to chart 
our course of action. This 
circular should be treated 
as official.”

Shops asked to open  
on Feb. 2
The Dimapur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(DCCI) issued a statement 
informing all business 
establishments that the 
bandh was limited only till 
Feb. 1. “Therefore, the busi-
ness community are in-
formed not to be confused 
and résumé their regular 
business activity starting 
from 2nd February 2018,” 
it informed. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 1 
(EMN): The 12-hour 
bandh was also enforced 
in Mokokchung district, 
spearheaded by the Ao 
Senden on Thu. amidst 
tight security. The bandh 
was peacefully enforced – 
starting from 6 am till dusk. 
All educational institutions 
and shops remained closed 
while vehicular movement 
was suspended during the 
bandh. 

A pedestrian walks across a deserted 
street during the bandh in Dimapur on 
Feb. 1 
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Commissioner- secretary R Ramakrishnan felicitating the outgoing principal director Dr. N 
Bendangyanger Jamir at the farewell function on January 31.

(L-R) Expenditure observer Vivekanand Rai with DC & DEO and SP Longleng during a consultative meeting 
in Longleng on February 1.

Doctor examining the patients during a free health camp 
conducted by the Assam Rifles in Phesama village on Jan 31.

Assam Rifles official delivery lecture on Indira Gandhi National Widow 
Pension Scheme for the women in Shamatore town.

Governor, others mourn Nyeiwang’s demiseNagaland AAP 
ridicules BJP

Longleng poll observer briefs EEMC members

DC’s Longleng informs on paid news

AR continues with civic action programmes

JD (U) extends solidarity with Naga people

Observer holds meeting in Peren
Election observer for 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
2018, Soikhanthang, joint commissioner of Goods 
Services and Taxes, Bangalore, Government of India, held 
a meeting for election expenditure monitoring cell and 
video surveillance teams for 6th Tening and 7th Peren 
assembly constituencies at Old DC’s headquarters, Peren, 
on February 1. Soikhanthang directed to coordinate with 
various teams and perform their assigned duties with 
utmost sincerity in the forthcoming general election as 
per code of conduct. The meeting was chaired by the 
deputy commissioner and district election officer, Peren, 
Smita Sarangi.

Wokha’s DC notifies
In view of the forthcoming 13th State Legislative Assembly 
Election 2018, the medical board for examining polling 
personnel for exemption from election duty has been 
constituted with ADC as chairman along with Nokchasashi, 
Dr. Robin, Dr. Sanan, Dr. Nouneo and Dr. Nirethono 
as members. Informing this in a notification, deputy 
commissioner, Wokha, stated that the first medical board 
examination would be held on February 5 at 1 a.m. in the 
office chamber of ADC, Wokha. The order would be in 
force till the completion of election process.

SP (I) not to set up candidates
Heeding to the call of the people for Naga political 
solution before election, Socialist Party (India) has 
decided not to set up its party candidate in the ensuing 
state assembly election. SP (I) national vice president 
Akhei Achumi has stated this in a press release.

Tuensang’s DPDB convenes meet
The monthly meeting of the Tuensang District Planning 
and Development Board (DPDB) has been scheduled on 
February 6 at 11 a.m. int he conference hall of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Tuensang. The district planning officer and 
member secretary, Nribemo Lotha has requested all the 
concerned members to attend the meeting positively.

Peren’s DC directs arms lincense holders
In view of the ensuing 13th Nagaland Legislative assembly 
election, Deputy commissioner, Peren, Smita Sarangi has 
directed all arms license holders to immediately deposit 
their weapons in the nearest police station for its safe 
custordy till the election process are completed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Health department bids 
farewell to outgoing officers

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT - - - - -

MON 21.2 10.2 9.3 88 NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 12 3.8 50 NIL

MKG 14.2 7.4 5.5 51 NIL

PHEK 15.8 6.4 7.6 85 -

KIPHIRE 16 6.2 8.2 90 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 16 8 7.2 57 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 23.4 10.8 11.9 64 NIL

JALUKIE 29 11 10.1 80 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22 15 12.2 63 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): Directorate 
of Health & Family Welfare had bade 
farewell to its principal director Dr. 
N Bendangyanger Jamir and three 
other officers namely Dr. Limaakum 
Jamir, mission director NHM; Dr. 
Hokishe, additional director DHFE; 
and Tako Toshi, Phar, Gr. 1 DHFW, 
on January 31 at a function held at 

the directorate premise.
The programme was chaired by 

Dr. Vikeyie Losu, director DH&FW, 
followed by a hymn and farewell 
speeches by R Ramakrishnan, com-
missioner- secretary of DHFW, and 
Dr. M Kire, director (Health) DHFW 
and the incoming principal direc-
tor.

R Ramakrishnan, in his speech, 
congratulated the outgoing offic-
ers for their active years of effort-
less service to the department and 
wished them good health and a 
prosperous life ahead. 

Dr. M Kire has acknowledged 
and congratulated the outgoing 
officers for achieving the superan-
nuation stage in good health and 
completing their services in the 
department sincerely and to the best 
of their ability.  

Officers and staff of the depart-
ment, in their voluntary speeches, 
applauded the outgoing principal 
director and other officers for their 
active services rendered to the de-
partment. 

Outgoing officers, in their 
speeches, thanked all the offic-
ers and staff and the department 
as a whole for the strong support 
rendered to them throughout their 
services and enabling them to reach 
superannuation level. They encour-
aged everyone to continue to work 
together for the betterment of the 
department. 

Special number was presented 
by officers and staff of NSACS. 

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): Janata Dal 
(United) has expressed solidarity 
with the Naga people for solution 
before election to the vexed Naga 
problem which has been continu-
ing for the last several decades. 

A press release issued by the 
party secretary general and spokes-
person KC Tyagi recalled how its 
founding father Jaya Prakash Naray-
an, who was one of the members 
of the Peace Commission of 1964, 
travelled the length and breadth of 
the Naga areas in person and had 
strongly advocated for the right 
of self determination for the Naga 

people by making recommendation 
that the Nagas could “on their own 
volition, decide to be a participant 
in the Union of India and mutu-
ally settle the terms and conditions 
for that purpose.” He added that 
it was for the bold participation 
by its founding father had to face 
awkward and hostile crowd all over 
the country. 

At this juncture, when the whole 
Naga people are in one voice and in 
one mind wholeheartedly desiring 
for a solution rather than election, 
the JD (U) has expressed solidarity 
with the Naga people. The JD (U) 

also appealed to the GOI to take into 
serious consideration the popular 
demand of the Naga people and ap-
ply judicious mind by reciprocating 
to the situation sagaciously at the 
earliest time possible. 

The JD (U) has assured the Naga 
people that it would never stands 
against the wishes of the Naga peo-
ple but continues to honour and 
follow the footsteps of its founding 
father till a peaceful and honour-
able solution is arrived at. It further 
appealed to all the political parties 
to respect the sentiment of the Naga 
people.

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): State governor 
PB Acharya along with various organisa-
tions and politicians cutting across party 
line have mourned the demise of former 
minister Nyeiwang Konyak who passed 
away on January 31 in Dimapur follow-
ing prolong illness.

Governor: In a condolence message 
addressed to Ngulanie-u Nyeiwang, the 
state governor PN Acharya stated that 
Nyeiwang Konyak had served the people 
of Nagaland in different capacities and 
dedicated his life towards the welfare 
of the Naga society. “His demise has left 
a great void which will be hard to fill. 
The State has lost a politician who was 
always concern about the welfare of the 
people,” governor said. 

He has further conveyed condo-
lences to all members of the bereaved 
family and prayed to the Almighty to 
grant strength and solace to overcome 
the grief.

CM: State chief minister TR Zeliang, 
while mourning the demise of Nyeiwang 
Konyak, has described him as a sincere, 
dedicated and a down- to- earth person 
and a born leader. Stating that Nyeiwang 
Konyak was a well-respected person, 
Zeliang said he would be long remem-
bered by all who knew him. He lamented 
that in his untimely death, the Konyak 
people in particular and the Nagas in 
general have lost a true leader of a man. 

He further conveyed condolence 
to the members of the bereaved fam-
ily and prayed that the Almighty God 
would grant them courage and fortitude 
to bear with the irreparable loss. He has 
further prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace.

NLA: In another statement, Naga-
land Legislative Assembly (NLA) has 
mourned the sudden demise of Nyei-
wang Konyak. A condolence message 
issued by NLA speaker Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier has described Nyeiwang Konyak 
as a dynamic public leader who dedi-
cated his life for the welfare of the Naga 
people. 

The speaker lamented that in his 
death, the state has lost a committed 
leader which would be felt greatly by 
the Naga people in general and the Kon-
yak tribe in particular. He has further 
conveyed condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace.

EPAN: In yet another statement, the 
Ex-Parliamentarians’ Association of Na-
galand (EPAN) has mourned the demise 
of Nyeiwang Konyak, who was elected 
to the Nagaland legislative assembly for 

four consecutive terms from 47-Aboi 
assembly constituency. The associa-
tion president T Khongo has described 
Nyeiwang as a sincere public leader who 
served the people with full devotion and 
dedication. 

The association has further con-
veyed condolence to the bereaved fami-
ly members and prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

ENWO: Eastern Nagaland Women or-
ganisation (ENWO), while mourning the 
demise of Nyeiwang Konyak, stated that 
led an exemplary life as a leader adding 
that he would always continue to be a 
great inspiration to the people of Eastern 
Nagaland.

ENWO has sympathised with the 
bereaved family members and prayed to 
the Almighty God to grant them solace 
to bear with the loss. It further prayed for 
the eternal rest of the departed soul.

RS MP: Rajya Sabha MP KG Kenye has 
also mourned the demise of former 
minister Nyeiwang Konyak. He has con-
veyed condolence to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prayed to the Almighty 
God to console them for the loss. 

VP NSCN (IM): Vice president of NSCN 
(IM) Gen. (retired) Kholi stated that the 
demise of Nyeiwang Konyak is a great 
loss to the Konyak community in gen-
eral and Aboi area in particular adding 
his death has left a vacuum that would 
be hard to fill. 

He described Nyeiwang as a dedi-
cated leader who stood for the uplift of 
his people and also a staunch supporter 
of the Naga national cause. He has con-
veyed condolence to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prayed to the Almighty 
God to comfort them in their hour of 
sorrow and pain. He further prayed to 
the merciful Lord to grant eternal rest 
to his soul.

NDPP: Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP), in mourning 
the demise of Nyeiwang Konyak, de-
scribed him as a simple and refined 
politician, who gave his best services 
towards encouraging the education of 
the younger generation. It stated that 
Nyeiwang had served the state govern-
ment as a minister holding different 
portfolios and stood for his people till 
he breathed his last. 

NDPP president, Chingwang Kon-
yak, and all ranks and files of the party 
have conveyed condolence to the be-
reaved family. It prayed to the Almighty 
God to grant them strength and solace 
to overcome the loss and to let the de-
parted soul rest in peace.

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): 
Nagaland unit of Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) has ridi-
culed what it described as 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) ‘hypocrisy’ in which 
Ram Madhav had refused 
to accept the signature of 
Kheto, former minister and 
prominent member of BJP 
who was authorised by the 
president to attend the all 
party meet called by Core 
Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Or-
ganisation at Hotel Japfu.

AAP convenor Dr. S 
Amos Longkumer stated 
that Kheto, who is a Naga 
by blood, understands the 
pain of fellow Nagas who 
are longing for solutions to 
the decades old problem. 
He has also hit out at Ram 
Madhav for his ‘election for 
solution’ utterance. Stating 
that such type of mindset 
cannot be trusted, Amos 
reiterated that solution is 
must before the election. 

He has accused BJP of 
insincerity in solving the 
complex Naga issue but 
rather interested in install-
ing its government with 
the help of NPF, which had 
championed the Naga issue 
for the last 6 decades. 

AAP appealed one and 
all to understand how the 
Nagas are being fooled by 
those leaders to divert at-
tention of the people from 
corruption which they 
practice together. AAP stat-
ed that it is now for the 
people of Nagaland to de-
cide whether to suffer for 
another five years or bring 
an end to the suffering.

Also pointing out that 
the state assembly had 
passed a resolution on De-
cember 15, 2017, for solu-
tion to the Naga political 
issues before the general 
election, AAP felt that Elec-
tion Commission should 
have taken the views of the 
legislators before declaring 
election for Nagaland. It 
further accused the Elec-
tion Commission of violat-
ing the democratic rights of 
Nagaland.

with utmost sincerity 
and dedication.       

Deputy commissioner 
and DEO Longleng, John 
Tsulise Sangtam has wel-
comed the expenditure 
observer and the mem-
bers and briefed on the 
purpose of the meeting 
with the expenditure ob-
server. He appealed to the 
team leaders to discharge 
their respective election 
duties with responsibility 
and sincerity to ensure 

free, fair and peaceful 
elections in the district. 

He also urged the 
members to have close 
coordination with the ob-
server and seek his advice 
and guidance relating to 
expenditure of the can-
didates.   

Holikhum Sangtam, 
nodal officer for expendi-
ture monitoring cell, re-
viewed and briefed on 
the activities and Stand-
ard Operating Procedure 

(SOP) to be maintained 
and performed by various 
committees and teams 
under the expenditure 
monitoring cell.  

The briefing conclud-
ed with interaction and 
clarification of doubts 
from the observer and 
nodal officer. The meeting 
also proposed to conduct 
the final briefing on elec-
tion expenditure after the 
final date of withdrawal 
by the candidates. 

Dimapur, Feb. 1. (EMN): 
Medziphema Battalion of 
the Assam Rifles along-
with representative of 
District AIDS Prevention 
& Control Unit (DAPCU), 
Dimapur, has organised 
an awareness programme 
on prevention and control 
of AIDS at Assam Rifles 
Public School, Medziphe-
ma, for school children 
and families on January 
30.  

The aim of the lecture 
was to educate people 
about HIV/AIDS. The lec-
ture covered the probable 
causes and symptoms of 
AIDS, safety precautions 
to guard against AIDS and 

importance of educating 
the environment against 
AIDS.

A total of 30 children 
and four teachers from 
Assam Rifles Public School 
and 200 families attended 
the programme.

In a separate pro-
gramme, Phek battalion 
of the Assam Rifles had 
conducted a lecture on 
“Career counselling” for 
youth of Akhen village in 
Phek district on January 
30. 

The youth were edu-
cated about the qualifica-
tion and entries for armed 
forces. Besides, the troops 
had provided career coun-

selling for getting differ-
ent kinds of government 
jobs. A total of 35 youth of 
Akhen village attended the 
counselling session.

In a separate pro-
gramme, Kohima nattalion 
of Assam Rifles conducted 
a free medical camp in 
Phesama village under 
Kohima district on January 
31. The aim of the medical 
camp was to provide free 
medical treatment to local 
populace of remote areas 
devoid of requisite medi-
cal facilities. 

A specially constitut-
ed medical team under 
Captain G Sainath Ram, 
medical officer, treated 

136 patients including 56 
males, 48 females and 32 
children and medicines 
were distributed to the 
patients. 

Kiphire Battalion of As-
sam Rifles also conducted 
a lecture on skill develop-
ment and employment 
for young people in vari-
ous fields for the youth in 
Longmatra town on Janu-
ary 31.

The lecture was well 
received by the youth who 
were also inspired to en-
gage in self employment by 
various start up schemes 
based on their talent and 
skills and not solely rely on 
government jobs. A total 

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): Deputy 
commissioner and district election 
officer, Longleng, has informed all 
the candidates and political par-
ties in the district that all the paid 
news of candidates of any political 
parties to be published in media 
have to be circulated through the 
District Media Certification and 
Monitoring Committee (MCMC) 
for examining and checking the 
credibility of the contents. He 
further informed that all the press 

releases should be routed only 
through the committee. 

In another statement, DC & 
DEO Longleng has informed all 
the mobile service providers and 
the police authority in the district 
to check objectionable SMSs which 
violates the provision of election 
law, model code of conduct, and 
the Commission’s (ECI) directions/ 
instructions and take appropriate 
action under the relevant provision 
of IPC, Representation of People 

Act 1951, the conduct of Election 
Rules 1961 and any other law ap-
plicable in the case.

The DC has issued this order 
having observed certain objec-
tionable message on Short Mes-
sage Service (SMS) transmitted by 
some vested interest during the 
elections, violating the provisions 
of election law and model code of 
conduct vitiating the atmosphere 
of free, fair and peaceful elections 
process.

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): 
Election expenditure ob-
server for Longleng dis-
trict Vivekanand Rai has 
conducted a consultative 
meeting with the lead-
ers of the various teams 
and committees under 
the Election Expenditure 
Monitoring Cell (EEMC) 
on February 1 in the 
DC’s conference hall in 
Longleng.

Vivekanand Rai has 
briefed on the role and 
responsibility of the vari-
ous teams and commit-
tees. Asserting that the 
main focus of the ex-
penditure monitoring 
cell is to provide trans-
parency and account-
ability of the candidates’ 
expenditure during elec-
tions for clean and fair 
election, he appealed 
to all the members to 
discharge their duties 

of 25 youth of Longmatra 
town and village attended 
the lecture.

Shamatore battalion of 
Assam Rifles has organised 
a lecture on Indira Gandhi 
National Widow Pension 
Scheme for the women of 
Shamatore town. 

The aim of the lecture 
was to empower the wom-
en folk by apprising them 
about the scheme which 
would help them finan-
cially in times of distress. 

The benefit of the 
scheme and the procedure 
to apply for the same was 
explained to the women. 

The lecture was attend-
ed by 60 women and 10 
men along with the GBs 
and council members of 
Shamatore town.

In another programme, 
Zunheboto battalion of As-
sam Rifles has constructed 
a borewell and donated 
to the people of Laghilato 
village under Zunheboto 
district.

The borewell was for-
mally inaugurated and 
dedicated to the villagers 
on January 28 to alleviate 
the locals from irregular 
water supply problems in 
the area.
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Awan Konyak

Wanglin Lowangdong, former legislator and a chief of the Nocte tribe in Arunachal Pradesh, seen here with members of 
the ABAM and other officials after the inauguration of Pilgrims Park at Impur.

The first round of training programme for polling officers of Kiphire district in progress on Jan. 31. 
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Out of Aboi emerges first 
Konyak lady to contest in polls 

Finance dept. lists terms 
for refund to suppliers

Tragopan centre gets inverter set

Pilgrims Park opens at Impur Mission Center 

Electoral activities in state pick up momentum as flurry begins
STATE

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): The 
customary flurry of admin-
istrative management and 
the urgent pace of elaborate 
preparation associated with 
elections has begun for Na-
galand too. The state goes to 
the assembly polls on Feb. 27. 
The range of activity for elec-
tion officers and its workforce 
appears to drive from the 
mundane all the way to the 
sensitive.  Here is a glimpse 
of the preparations underway 
for the state’s polls.  

Every policeman now a poll 
official of the ECI

The government has des-
ignated all the officers and 
personnel of the Nagaland 
state police—ranking from 
the director general of police 
to the constable—as election 
related officials for the state 
assembly elections and till its 
completion.

The government issued on 
Thur. a notification dated Jan. 
31 designating all the officers 
and personnel of the state’s 
police, including the Home 
Guard, as election-related 
officials for the purpose of 
section-28a of the Represen-
tation of People Act of 1951. 
The assignment comes into 
effect from the date of the 
notification for the elections 
to the 13th Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly and till the 
completion of it. 

The police personnel who 
will now involve in any way in 
election-related arrangement 
and perform duties in con-
nection with conducting the 
general elections to Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly are now 
by law officers of the Election 
Commission of India. 

The officers and person-
nel are deemed to be on dep-
utation to the commission, 
and are subject to its control, 

superintendence, and dis-
cipline code—they are now 
answerable to the Election 
Commission for any acts of 
commission or omission on 
their part while performing 
any election-related duties, 
a DIPR update on Thur. in-
formed.

Restrictions: Use of govt. 
guest houses for political 
activity 

With the announcement 
of the schedule for elections 
to the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly by the Election 
Commission, the Model Code 
of Conduct has come into 
force. Instructions and guide-
lines of the Election Commis-
sion relating to the use of rest 
houses, ‘Dak bungalows’ and 
other government accommo-
dation have been issued for 
strict enforcement and com-
pliance by all in concern.

IPR updates on Thur. 
states that the commission 
has taken note of the use of 
various state guest houses, 
‘bhawan’ and ‘sadan’ at Delhi 
for election related activities 
by some political parties. The 
activities include holding of 
party meetings, press confer-
ences, and consultations, the 
updates stated. 

After taking all factors into 
account, the commission has 
decided that no part of such 
government premises are to 
be used for any political ac-
tivity. The resident commis-
sioners and liaison officers of 
all the states and union terri-
tories at Delhi are instructed 
to ensure that no violation in 
said regard is committed by 
those in concern.

There are, however, no 
restrictions for the use of ‘Bha-
wan’ for genuine requirements 
such as accommodation of 
officers and other visitors in-

cluding political functionaries 
but purely for purposes re-
lated to official tours to Delhi, 
the updates stated.

Further, the resident com-
missioner or liaison com-
missioners are advised that 
allocation of rooms should 
be made in ‘fair and equitable 
manner’ and that ‘it would be 
improper to provide entire 
floors and large blocks for ex-
clusive use and for extended 
periods by political function-
aries and parties,’ the updates 
from the IPR added.

Dimapur’s personnel to 
warm up with poll exercise 

Polling personnel in Di-
mapur assigned with election 
duty for the forthcoming Na-
galand Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) election are directed to 
report for training. 

The first phase of train-
ing for them is scheduled to 
be conducted on Feb. 2 and 
the 3rd at Government Col-
lege of Dimapur, the district’s 
electoral administration in-
formed in a notice that was 
issued on Thur. 

The training is scheduled 
to start from 1:00 pm for pre-
siding officers and first poll-
ing officers. For second and 
third polling officers the time 
is scheduled from 3:00pm to 
4:00pm. 

No one is exempted ex-
cept those who have been 
recommended by the medi-
cal board set up by election 
authorities of Dimapur, the 
notice stated.

Polling personnel and 
“nodal” officers are direct-
ed to attend the training. 
‘Strict action’ will be initiated 
against the absentees in ac-
cordance with the Repre-
sentation of the Peoples’ Act 
of 1950 and the Conduct of 
Election Rules of 1961, the 

authorities stated. 

Kohima: Owners of duty ve-
hicles asked to collect ballot 

Drivers of taxis and pri-
vate buses, and government 
drivers in Kohima district 
whose vehicles have been 
requisitioned for election 
duty have been informed to 
collect Form-12 for postal 
ballots. The electoral estab-
lishment of Kohima district 
issued notifications on Thur. 
stating the directive. The in-
formation was issued by the 
officer in charge of Trans-
portation for election duty of 
Kohima Sadar. 

Drivers of taxis, “bolero 
pick up” and “Tata mobile”; 
private bus and government 
drivers in Kohima district 
whose vehicles have been 
requisitioned for election 
duty, or are already deployed 
on election duty by the elec-
toral establishment, and are 
“desirous of availing” postal 
ballot have been informed to 
collect Form-12 for the postal 
ballot from the Transport cell 
of the office of the deputy 
commissioner of Kohima. 
They are to submit it to the 
Postal Ballot cell / Revenue 
branch, 2nd floor, of the DC’s 
office in Kohima by Feb. 7 
during office hours.

Zunheboto: Strike pops re-
porting date; postponed 

The reporting date for 
owners of vehicles assigned 
election duty has been post-
poned ‘in view of the pro-
posed bandh called from 
1st February.’  On Thur. the 
district electoral officer of 
Zunheboto Tridibesh Roy 
informed all owners and driv-
ers of vehicles in Zunheboto 
district which were requisi-
tioned for the general elec-
tions to the Nagaland Leg-

islative Assembly that the 
reporting date set for the 
requisitioned vehicles was 
being postponed. They have 
been asked to report to the 
local ground of Zunheboto, or 
to the administrative officer 
of area in concern from where 
they were requisitioned, on 
the next day the “bandh” is 
lifted, IPR updates stated on 
Thur.

Noklak rolls out election 
Code of Conduct 

On Jan. 31 the area’s ad-
ministrative authorities con-
ducted a meeting in Noklak. 
The meeting was presided 
over by the returning officer 
of Noklak Thsuvisie Phoji, IPR 
updates informed on Thur. 
Polling officials, local organi-
sational units and ward presi-
dents, and church leaders 
attended the meeting, it was 
informed. The officer briefed 
the gathering about the con-
cept of ‘clean’ elections and 
the notification of the Elec-
tion Commission about the 
Code of Conduct for Elec-
tion. He informed the gather-
ing that the nominations to 
the 56th and 57th assembly 
constituency would be done 
at Noklak. Also, he pointed 
out that CCTV cameras were 
been installed in the polling 
stations for the first time. The 
officer has asked the politi-
cal parties to cooperate with 
the authorities during the 
election. 

Pughoboto: Poll workers 
seeking med. exemption 
asked to report 

The establishment of the 
district electoral officer (DEO) 
of Pughoboto has informed 
polling personnel assigned 
election duty for Pughoboto 
to report for examination. 
The medical board exami-

nation for applicants seek-
ing exemption on medical 
grounds is scheduled to be 
conducted on Feb. 5 at 10 am 
in the office of the DEO. Ap-
plicants should come along 
with all their medical records, 
IPR updates stated on Thur. 
The establishment has also 
directed all polling person-
nel to attend the training 
on Feb. 6 at 10 am. They are 
bring along two passport-size 
photographs for use in their 
identity cards.

Polling expenditure ob-
server reaches Pughoboto

The expenditure observer 
for the 13th Pughoboto as-
sembly constituency for the 
election to the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly is in the 
area. Senior Deputy Integrat-
ed Financial Advisor, north-
ern command Dr. Upinderbir 
Singh reached Pughoboto 
headquarters on Jan. 31. The 
observer is in the town as part 
of the ongoing poll activities 
for Nagaland’s general elec-
tions which is scheduled to 
held on Feb. 27, IPR updates 
informed on Thur.

Peren issues Dos and Don’ts 
for nominations 

With elections ready to be 
held to elect a member of the 
Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly for 6th Tening and 7th Per-
en assembly constituencies, 
the election establishment 
has issued a notice listing out 
a number of terms to fulfil 
when presenting nomination 
papers. 

Nomination papers may 
be delivered by a candidate 
or by any proposer to Sakuch-
ingmak Chang, assistant 
returning officer; Kuzonyi 
Wideo, subdivision officer 
(civil), 7th Peren assembly 
constituency; or to returning 
officer  office, old DC’s build-

ing in Peren town between,  
11:00 am and 3:00 pm on 
any day  other than public 
holidays and not later than 
07-02-2018, Wednesday, the 
IPR stated on Thur.

The returning officer for 
6th Tening assembly con-
stituency is Warren Holohon 
Yepthomi and for the 7th 
Peren assembly constituency, 
Chubawati Chang. The nomi-
nation papers will be taken 
for scrutiny in the office of 
the returning officer respec-
tive to 6th Tening assembly 
constituency and the 7th 
Peren assembly constituency, 
old DC’s building in Peren 
town on Feb. 8, Thursday, at 
11:00 am.

A notice of withdrawal of 
candidature may be delivered 
either by the candidate or by 
any of his proposers or by his 
election agent authorised in 
writing by the candidate to de-
liver it to either of the officers 
specified at his office before 
3:00 pm on the Feb. 12, Mon-
day. In the event of a contest, 
polling will be taken on Feb. 27 
Tuesday between 7:00 am and 
4:00 pm, the IPR stated. 

Bhandari: Poll expenditure 
officer meets with comm. 

The expenditure observ-
er for Bhandari’s 39th and 
40th assembly constituen-
cies Jasmeet Singh Dhandra, 
IRS (C&CE) Punjab held a 
meeting in the office of the 
additional deputy commis-
sioner of the border town in 
Wokha district on Feb. 1, up-
dates from the IPR stated on 
Thur. The observer appraised 
the monitoring committees 
about their duties, among 
other topics of discussion re-
lated to the election. He urged 
the members to be thorough 
with their assigned duties, the 
IPR stated. 

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): The 
Blyth’s Tragopan Conserva-
tion & Breeding  Centre in 
Kohima has now a new in-
verter thanks to a group that 
stepped forward to donate 
the appliance to the centre 
recently. 

According to a note from 

the officer in charge of the 
breeding centre, issued on 
Thur., a group calling itself 
the ‘Speak Guru Foundation’ 
is said to have made the do-
nation. 

The ‘inverter set’ was do-
nated to the office of the cen-
tre, the note was informed. 

The officer in-charge, Ke-
neikrul, received the device, 
the update said. The centre 
has expressed appreciation for 
the gesture. The group is said 
to have donated an incubator 
to the centre ‘with the hope of 
aiding the breeding season of 
birds,’ the note added.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 1:A public 
park by the name Pilgrims 
Park was officially inaugurat-
ed at Impur Mission Center, 
some 15 kilometres away from 
Mokokchung town. The park 
was  inaugurated by Wanglin 
Lowangdong, former legisla-
tor in Arunachal Pradesh. 

At a solemn programme 
which was constructed under 

his patronage, Lowangdong 
thanked the ABAM and the 
people who worked for suc-
cessful construction of the 
park. He wished that the park 
would be a testament of the 
bond between the Ao and his 
tribe, the Nocte in Arunachal 
Pradesh. “Despite our dif-
ferences and location we are 
bounded together under the 
love of Jesus Christ,” he said.

Lowangdong said that Im-
pur was a unique and sacred 
place to which one should 
take a journey individually 
‘thoroughly with the fear of 
Lord and awaken the spirit of 
revival’ among the Naga peo-
ple and beyond. He said that 
the continuity to spread the 
Gospel with dedication was 
the need of the hour to reach 
the unreached.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 1 : As the 
prospect of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions being deferred dims, 

major political parties are 
gearing up to send their 
representatives for the polls 
which has been scheduled 
to be conducted on Feb. 27.     

Awan Konyak, daugh-
ter of the late Nyeiwang 
Konyak is the first Konyak 
woman to be contesting in 
the elections, and seeking to 

represent the 47th Aboi as-
sembly constituency in Mon 
district. Former minister 
the late Nyeiwang Konyak 
lost to Eshak Konyak in the 
2013 elections from said 
constituency by a margin of 
693 votes. 

This year Awan Konyak 
will be contesting against 
Eshak Konyak, the sitting 
member of the legislative 
assembly.

Speaking briefly to East-
ern Mirror  Awan Konyak 
said that the reason for her 
‘sudden decision’ to contest 
in this year’s elections was 
due to her father’s old age 
even though he was initially 
going to contest. “The best 
is yet to come for the youth 
and women of Nagaland,” 
said Awan.

From the first assembly 
elections in 1964 till the 
one in 2013, no woman has 
proven victorious. The elec-
tions in 2013 had Rakhila 
Lakiumong, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) candi-
date from Tuensang Sadar-
II, and Dr Yangerla, an in-
dependent nominee from 
Mokokchung town, lost to 
their male counter parts. 

With more than a hand-
ful of women contesting 
since the first assembly elec-
tions till date, Awan Konyak 
will be the institutional ice-
breaker if she wins. 

Talking business

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): The Finance department of Nagaland has issued a noti-
fication informing that the state’s government has listed out terms ‘as evidences’ 
that are required to be produced by suppliers of ‘deemed’ export supplies to claim 
refunds. The update was issued by the IPR on Thur.  

Sl. No. Evidence

(1) (2)

1 Acknowledgment by the jurisdictional Tax officer of the Advance Au-
thorisation holder or Export Promotion Capital Goods Authorisation 
holder, as the case may be, that the said deemed export supplies have 
been received by the said Advance Authorisation or Export Promotion 
Capital Goods Authorisation holder, or a copy of the tax invoice under 
which such supplies have been made by the supplier, duly signed by the 
recipient Export Oriented Unit that said deemed export supplies have 
been received by it.

2 An undertaking by the recipient of deemed export supplies that no in-
put tax credit on such supplies has been availed of by him.

3 An undertaking by the recipient of deemed export supplies that he shall 
not claim the refund in respect of such supplies and the supplier may 
claim the refund.
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Agartala, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
Marxist leader Manik 
Sarkar, who has been guid-
ing the destiny of Tripura 
for 20 long years, remains 
arguably India’s poorest 
Chief Minister, with a pal-
try Rs 1,520 cash in hand 
and Rs 2,410 in a bank 
account.

In an affidavit submit-
ted earlier this week with 
his nomination papers 
seeking re-election from 
his Dhanpur constituency 
for the February 18 as-
sembly polls, the 69-year-
old Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) Po-
litburo member declared 
his assets, including bank 
balance and immovable 
assets.

He possesses inherit-
ed land measuring 0.0118 
acres in Krishnanagar, on 
the outskirts of this capital 
city, jointly with his lone 
sister.

Tripura’s longest-serv-
ing Chief Minister (since 
1998) does not have a 
personal car, any invest-
ments or assets; nor does 
he have a mobile phone 
or an email account and is 
not active on social media.

Vehemently against 
the use of a red beacon 
on his official car, Sarkar’s 
current bank balance of 

Rs 2,410 as of January 20 
is considerably less than 
the Rs 9,720 he had in his 
account ahead of the 2013 
assembly elections.

“Manik-da, as per the 
party’s tradition, donates 
his entire salary of Rs 
26,315 as Chief Minister to 
the CPI-M fund. In turn, he 
receives a monthly allow-
ance of Rs 9,700 from the 
party for his livelihood,” 
CPI-M leader Haripada 
Das told IANS.

“We follow Manik-da’s 
simple lifestyle. His fa-
vorite tiffin (meal) is ‘muri’ 
(puffed rice). His wife, Pan-
chali Bhattacharjee, never 
uses the government car 
and travels in rickshaws, 
auto-rickshaws and public 
transport in most cases,” 
said Das, who maintains 
the official records of the 
Tripura CPI-M.

According to Sarkar’s 
affidavit, his wife, a retired 
central government of-
ficer, has Rs 20,140 cash 
in hand and Rs 12,15,714 
in her bank accounts and 
fixed deposits. Bhattach-
arjee too has inherited 
an immovable asset (a 
building) with a market 
value of Rs 21 lakh and 20 
grams jewellery valued at 
Rs 60,000.

Sarkar and his wife live 

in the official residence of 
the Chief Minister here. 
They have no children or 
dependent.

Opposition parties also 
occasionally appreciate 
Sarkar’s simple lifestyle.

Praising Sarkar’s plain 
way of life, Tripura Pradesh 
Congress vice president 
Tapas Dey said that In-
dia’s genuinely poorest 
Chief Minister was veter-
an Marxist leader Nripen 
Chakraborty, who gov-
erned the northeastern 
state for 10 years (1978-
1988).

“A bachelor, Nripen 
Daa had left the Chief Min-
ister’s official residence in 
1988 with a small tin box 
containing his belong-
ings and some books and 
he lived in a small MLA’s 
hostel room till his last 
breath on December 25, 
2004,” said Dey, a former 
legislator.

Bharatiya Janata Par-
tya’s Tripura spokesman 
Mrinal Kanti Deb said that 
Sarkar’s bank balance, ac-
cording to his affidavit, 
had reduced and during 
his 20 years of governance 
the economic position of 
the people of Tripura had 
also gone down.

Among India’s Left 
leaders, Sarkar is one of 
the main faces and key 
political figures in Tripura, 
which has been ruled by 
the Left Front since 1978 
with a five-year break 
between 1988 and 1993, 
when the Congress and 
its tribal party ally Tripura 
Upajati Juba Samity were 
in power. 

In the election fray 
since 1981, Sarkar has 
been elected to the state 
assembly six times -- 1981 
(by-polls), 1983, 1998, 
2003, 2008 and 2013 -- and 
is seeking re-election from 
the Dhanpur assembly 
constituency for the fifth 
consecutive time.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 1 (EMN): Manipur 
Chief Minister Nongthombam 
Biren Singh on Thur. launched the 
official website of Chief Minister’s 
office (www.cmmanipur.gov.in) 
and Manipur Police Citizen Portal 
(https://mnpcitizenportal.gov.
in/) during a function at Chief 
Minister’s secretariat in Imphal. 

Speaking on the occasion chief 
minister said that the website 
would act as an interface for the 
citizens living outside the state as 
well as an interface to the griev-
ance cell as the primary objective 
of the present government is to 
simplify the way of living for the 
people in the region.

Stating that the citizens will 
get access to the latest news and 
important events related to Chief 
Minister’s office, Biren said that 
one of the key features of the web-

site is “Manipur Connect” where 
citizens including students resid-
ing outside the state can register 
themselves and raise issues and 
concerns related to education, 
racism, harassment and corrup-
tion.

The state government would 
provide the registered list of the 
citizens so that the state govern-
ment would officially request to 
each and every state government 
to protect and provide security to 
the citizens round the clock, he 
added.

Registered students would get 
some benefits such as financial 
assistance of INR 2 lakh and INR 
50,000 in case of death and seri-
ous injury respectively, he further 
added. Another feature of the 
website is the ability to link with 
the newly launched “Grievance 
Cell” which would provide one 

step solution for citizens to lodge 
their grievances to the various 
departments, after which they can 
monitor the status or progress of 
their complaints.

Regarding the Manipur police 
citizen portal, he said the objec-
tive of the website is to establish a 
cordial relationship and to bridge 
the communication gap between 
the people and police in the state. 
An individual can lodge any 
complaint through the website 
without their physical presence 
in the police station. The ano-
nymity of the complainant would 
be uphold at any circumstances, 
he said.

Besides, it aims to make the 
functioning of police ‘people 
friendly’, improving the delivery of 
citizen centric services through ef-
fective usage of ICT (Information 
and Communication Technology) 

and more transparent by auto-
mating the functioning of police 
stations.

The Manipur police citizen 
portal is a part of the CCTNS 
project, a mission mode project 
governed by Ministry of Home af-
fairs, government of India. 

Some of the features of the 
website are complaints, request 
for verification, request for no-
objection certificates can be gen-
erated and those requests will 
automatically get forwarded to 
the respective police stations. 

The status of the complaints 
will also be automatically up-
dated. Useful information like 
missing person’s details, uni-
dentified dead bodies will also 
be made available in the Citizen 
Portal. People can give any sug-
gestions/tips regarding various 
issues through the website.

Guwahati, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
Attacking the BJP-led 
government over the up-
coming GIS, the Congress 
in Assam on Thursday 
said that during its 15-
year rule the party had 
brought in close to Rs 
20,000 crore of invest-
ment to the state.

Former state Industry 
Minister Pradyut Bordoloi 
said: “The BJP government 
has been highlighting in 
all the commercials and 
advertisements prepared 
for the Global Investment 
Summit that Assam’s GDP 
growth rate has reached 13 
per cent. 

“However, the state’s 
GDP is growing at four per 
cent only,” Bordoloi said. 

He added that the “in-
surgency ravaged state” 
had witnessed investment 
of Rs 19,890 crore from 
2007 to 2015, when his 
party was in power. The 
Congress was in power 
in Assam for three terms, 
from 2001 to 2016.

“The BJP-led govern-
ment often claims that Rs 

7,000 crore of investment 
followed in the state ever 
since they assumed power 
in Assam. 

“That is not true. The 
Rs 7,000 crore that the 
government talks of are 
actually from industries 
like Dabur, Sun Phar-
ma, Emami, Hindustan 
Uniliver, Star Cement, 
Topcem Cements etc who 
had started production 
from 2007...,” said Bor-
doloi.

“I have challenged In-
dustry Minister Chandra 
Mohan Patowary to make 
public the Industrial En-
trepreneurs Memoran-
dums (IEMs) registered in 
Assam in 2017, which will 
make it clear. 

However, Patowary 
has failed to make the 
IEMs public so far, Bord-
oloi said.

The Congress leader 
said that the industrial 
growth that took place in 
Assam from 2007 showed 
a descending trend in 
2015 after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led BJP 

government took charge 
at the Centre. 

“ I t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y 
stopped all incentives and 
discounts announced for 
the Northeastern region 
for industrial growth,” Bor-
doloi said.

“The BJP government 
at the Centre has stopped 
the North East Investment 
and Industrial Promotion 
Policy (NEIIPP) soon after 
it assumed power at the 
Centre, which affected the 
industrial growth and the 
environment created for 
industry in Assam after 
2015,” he said. 

Taking a potshot at 
the BJP government’s an-
nouncements for a reim-
bursement scheme under 
the GST regime, Bord-
oloi said while the former 
Congress government had 
given 200 per cent tax ben-
efits to small traders under 
VAT, the BJP has given 200 
per cent tax benefits to 
the large industries while 
reducing the benefits for 
small traders to 100 per 
cent.

Mumbai, Feb. 1 (IANS): India’s northeast has 
remained “neglected” and “fallen behind” in 
development, but now “its time has come”, 
says Yuri Afanasiev, UN’s Resident Coordina-
tor and the UNDP Resident Representative 
in India, as the UN teams up with LFW to 
promote the potential of northeast states. 
Afanasiev said the UN is working with the 
northeast states in two clusters to tap the po-
tential of the population, especially women, 
in those regions.

“When you scan the map of India, you 
clearly see that there are seven, eight geo-
graphical areas which are fallen behind. 
Everyone will agree even the government is 
absolutely open about this, the northeast has 
been neglected for various historical reasons, 
investment reasons and political influences.

“But I think the convergence of interest 
for business from government and local 
people has come and their time has come, 
which is great,” Afanasiev told IANS on the 
sidelines of Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) 
Summer-Resort 2018.

The UN has joined hands with LFW 
to promote potential of northeast states 
through skilling. 

‘Aponir: An Action Plan on Northeast 
India Report 2019’, an initiative by UN India 
and IMG Reliance for sustainable fashion, 
was announced on Day two of the fashion 
gala.

“We are divided into two clusters.
“On the fabric side, we are partnering 

with Lakme and Reliance and others. And 
for bamboo, we also have some ideas and 
sources. You can’t industrialise the north-
east. You need to focus on tradition. Their 
tradition is what is already strong and good 
there, so (we have to work in a way) that their 
livelihood improves, and not to disrupt the 
traditional way of livelihood,” said Afanasiev, 
who was wearing a Manipuri jacket gifted by 
a designer.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 1 (EMN): Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh on Thur. 
said that the state government 
would discuss to upgrade the 
Manipur Pollution Control 
Board (MPCB) into directorate 
status as it has huge responsi-
bility towards making Manipur 
clean.

Biren said this while address-
ing the inaugural function of the 
administrative wing and labora-
tory wing of the MPCB building 
located at Imphal West Deputy 

Commissioner office complex 
in Lamphelpat.

Stating that lack of civic sense 
and common sense among the 
public are the major cause of 
environmental pollution, he said 
that steps would be taken to ban 
vehicles above 15 years which 
are in bad shape. Mentioning 
about the improper waste dis-
posal on the banks of Nambul 
River, he said that Police would 
be deployed in civil dress to 
check improper disposal of gar-
bage and to catch those culprits.

Appreciating the efforts and 
steps taken up by the MPCB to 
address issues related to water 
pollution, air and vehicular pol-
lution, improper waste disposal 
in various areas of the State, he 
said, “We all should know that 
to maintain good health is the 
most important thing of our 
lives.”

On the occasion, he said the 
reason of being an underdevel-
oped state is because of lack of 
strategic planning and vision of 
the previous governments. ‘We 

are responsible for every conse-
quences happening in the state,’ 
he said. 

Biren said that the primary 
objective of the present govern-
ment is to respect and uphold 
the rights and dignity of the 
people and to render service 
with human touch in the state. 
Mentioning the newly launched 
chief minister’s Hakselgi Teng-
bang and chief minister’s soth-
arabasing gi tengbang, both 
welfare schemes etc. he said that 
the government have initiated 

various humanitarian welfare 
schemes for the people of the 
state recently. 

In his speech, Minister for 
Forest and Environment Th 
Shyamkumar said that there 
is rise in the pollution level in 
the state. Improper disposal of 
garbage in the city, vehicular 
emissions etc. are the some of 
the major factors for the rising 
level of pollution in the State. He 
appealed to the people to make a 
collective effort towards making 
clean Manipur.

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): 
A special 72 hrs drive was 
launched from Jan. 31 to 
check corruption in railway 
establishment as per direc-
tives of the Railway Ministry. 

A press release issued by 
the NF Railway Maligaon 
on Feb. 1 mentioned that 
the drive will specially cover 
commercial establishments 
throughout the NFR. 

An awareness drive is also 
said to have launched to cre-
ate awareness amongst rail-
way users and to discourage 
corrupt practices involving 
the railway officials. 

Tw o  v i g i l a n c e  h e l -
pline numbers 155210 and 
9435550967 were launched 
for general public to inform 
about the corrupt practices. 

N.F.Railway authority is 
said to be taking all measure 
to check possible means of 
corruption. A zero tolerance 

policy is being followed upon 
to check corrupt practices. 
Common people are request-
ed to help railway authority in 
their mission to stop corrupt 
practices, the release stated.

Also to get rid of any mal 
practices involving public 
interface, a special 72 hours 
drive is said to have been 
launched from 6 pm since 
Jan. 31.  Decoy checks are 
planned and is said to have 
been carried out besides 
‘Samvaad’ with staff to sen-
sitize them so as to present 
clean image and take a pledge 
to get rid of malpractices. 

All divisions are also said 
to have launched concen-
trated drive for 72 hours to 
send messages to the staff 
that railway will not tolerate 
any kind of mal practices. 

Surprise night checks at 
booking counters, windows, 
reservation counters, par-

cel office, left luggage office, 
TTE’s office and train checks 
have been carried out. 

Almost 42 different loca-
tions checks were carried out 
along with the RPF personnel. 
N F Railway has put up some 
phone numbers of respon-
sible officers i.e Chief Com-
mercial Manager / Passen-
ger Marketing (9957550951), 
Deputy Chief Commercial 
Manager / Passenger Mar-
keting (9957550962), Deputy 
Chief Vigilance Officer / Traf-
fic (9957550061) & Help Line 
No.9957550959   at public 
interface locations along with 
the social portal and other 
complaints reprisal windows.

Nine railway staff awarded 
for exceptional devotion 
towards duty
Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): Nine 
railway staff were awarded 
by Addl. general manager NF 

Railway Lokesh Narayan, for 
showing exceptional devo-
tion towards their duty during 
the month of Dec. 2017. 

A press release from the 
Chief public relations officer 
NFR Maligaon issued on Feb. 
1 mentioned that the awar-
dees were rewarded with INR 
2500 each with certificates. 

The awardees are Pra-
kash Kalita, Loco Pilot/Mail/
New Bongaigaon; Aman Ku-
mar, Sr. Asst. Loco Pilot/New 
Bongaigaon; Birendra Mo-
han Das, Track Maintainer-
IV/Chaygaon; Md. Rijul Ali, 
Track Maintainer-IV/Chay-
gaon; Ratul Ch. Neog, Track 
Maintainer –III/Viswanath 
Chariali; Gagada Ramanna, 
Gateman/Salbari; Haridas 
Roy, Track Maintainer –IV/
Samuktala Road; Santosh Ku-
mar Jha, Station Manager/
Maniyan and Mukul Linda, 
Station Manager/Kumedpur.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 1 (EMN): Perhaps it is for 
the first time in Northeast India that the 
topic is coming into focus of any intellec-
tual discourse: a daylong brainstorming 
workshop on ‘rice residue burning’ in 
Manipur was what it was. About 5.28 lakh 
tons of rice residue are said to be burned 
every year in the state. 

The workshop discussed various 
issues and strategies for sustainable 
management and how to work out eco-
nomically-viable alternatives for ‘rice 
residue burning’ and ensure a ‘green’ 
environment. 

The workshop was conducted by 

the Indian association of hill farming of 
Meghalaya in collaboration with the In-
dian Council of Agricultural Research for 
NE region; and the Central Agricultural 
University (CAU) in Imphal on Wed. Most 
of the speakers during the day’s inaugural 
session spoke about effectively managing 
‘rice residue burning’ besides pointing to 
the need to devise a ‘meaningful’ strategy 
in a framer-friendly way. Such an ap-
proach can be taken by the state’s govern-
ment to formulate a policy ‘while creating 
knowledge among farmers in the state 
about the ill-effects of rice residue burn-
ing, should be looked into.’

A souvenir was released in connec-

tion with the day’s session. 
In the technical sessions, principal 

scientist of the ICAR for NE region Dr 
Arup Das said that the region produces 
around 8 million tons of rice residues 
which is 90 percent of the crop residue. 
A huge quantity (20-30 percent) of rice 
residues is burnt in India annually.

In Manipur too, around 0.5 million 
tons of rice residue from 2.2 lakh hectares 
of rice areas are being burned annually 
leading to generation of pollutants such 
as 6864 tons of particulate matter, 31680 
tons of carbon monoxide, 770880 tons of 
carbon dioxide, 1848 tons of Nitrogenox-
ide, and 1056 tons of Sulphur dioxide.

Manik Sarkar (File Photo)

CPI-M’s Manik Sarkar 
is India’s ‘poorest’ CM

Congress rubbishes BJP’s 

UN India focuses on 
‘neglected’ NE’s potential

Lack of common sense major cause of env. pollution, says Biren

Workshop brainstorms over Manipur’s rice residue-burning practice 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Bodies of three babies found at a 
dumping site in Diphu

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Feb. 1 (EMN):  Three new born infant dead bod-
ies were found from a dumping site of the Diphu Town 
committee (DTC) at Dhasiri road by a sweeper of DTC 
on Feb. 1 Thur. The infant bodies were found wrapped 
with plastic bags inside a carton case. According to an 
information, the sweeper is said to have been was burn-
ing the litter in the dumping site when he noticed the 
unusual carton which is said to have been wrapped with 
a rope. On information, the police reached the spot and 
took the bodies to the morgue of Diphu Civil hospital for 
post mortem. While filing the report, the mortem report 
of the three bodies were yet to be disclosed.

DONER gets Rs 3,000 crore in  
Union Budget
New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): The Ministry of Development 
of North East Region (DONER) has been allocated Rs 
3,000 crore for 2018-19 in the Union Budget -- 11.8 
per cent more than last year. The Ministry had been 
allocated Rs 2,682.45 crore in the last Budget. While no 
major projects were announced for the North East re-
gion, Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley proposed the 
construction of a tunnel under Sela Pass, a high-altitude 
mountain pass located on the border between the Ta-
wang and West Kameng Districts of Arunachal Pradesh.

Focus on border infra; tunnel to be 
constructed near Tawang — Jaitley
New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): The government will focus 
on developing infrastructure in the border areas, and a 
tunnel will be constructed under the Sela Pass in Aru-
nachal Pradesh to promote connectivity and tourism, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said in his Budget speech. 
Sela Pass is a high-altitude mountain pass located on 
the border between Tawang and West Kameng Districts 
of Arunachal Pradesh, an area China claims to be a part 
of south Tibet.  Jaitley said that work of constructing a 
14 km long tunnel at the Zoji la pass is progressing well. 

Two militants killed in Arunachal
Guwahati, Feb. 1 (IANS): The Assam Rifles on Thursday 
shot dead two terrorists in Arunachal Pradesh. An offi-
cial said the incident took place at Shankpani in Chang-
lang district. An Assam Rifles official said that one of the 
slain men belonged to the anti-talk faction of ULFA. The 
other was suspected to be affiliated to a Manipur-based 
terrorist group. “Based on specific information, our 
troops carried out an operation in Shankapani,” said 
an Assam Rifles spokesman. “Two of the terrorists fired 
on our troops forcing them to retaliate, leading to death 
of the two,” he said. Pistols, ammunition and grenades 
were recovered from the slain militants.

Nine railway staff awarded for  
‘exceptional devotion to duty’
Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): Nine railway staff were awarded 
by Addl. general manager NF Railway Lokesh Narayan, 
for showing exceptional devotion towards their duty dur-
ing the month of Dec. 2017.  A press release from the Chief 
public relations officer NFR Maligaon issued on Feb. 1 
mentioned that the awardees were rewarded with INR 
2500 each with certificates.  The awardees are Prakash 
Kalita, Loco Pilot/Mail/New Bongaigaon; Aman Kumar, 
Sr. Asst. Loco Pilot/New Bongaigaon; Birendra Mohan 
Das, Track Maintainer-IV/Chaygaon; Md. Rijul Ali, 
Track Maintainer-IV/Chaygaon; Ratul Ch. Neog, Track 
Maintainer –III/Viswanath Chariali; Gagada Ramanna, 
Gateman/Salbari; Haridas Roy, Track Maintainer –IV/
Samuktala Road; Santosh Kumar Jha, Station Manager/
Maniyan and Mukul Linda, Station Manager/Kumedpur

Gamlin inducted into Arunachal 
cabinet
Itanagar, Feb. 1 (IANS): Member of the Arunachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Jarkar Gamlin was on 
Thursday inducted into the state cabinet. With the 
induction of Gamlin, who represents Aalo East con-
stituency, the total strength of the state cabinet rose to 
12. Arunachal Pradesh Governor Brigadier B.D. Mishra 
(Retd) administered the oath of office to Gamlin in 
the Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan. Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu, Speaker T.N. Thongdok, besides Cabinet Min-
isters and others were present on the occasion.

Three Rohingya women arrested 
in Manipur
Imphal, Feb. 1 (IANS): The Manipur Police said it nabbed 
on Thursday three Rohingya women and an alleged hu-
man trafficker while trying to sneak into the state from 
Assam. The trafficker tried to enter Manipur’s Jiribam 
district by saying that the women were Bengalis from 
Assam. However, police said that they could not speak 
Bengali.  Police said they had intelligence report that some 
of the Rohingya may try to sneak into Jiribam. Police had 
dismantled over 10 bamboo bridges constructed at night 
by some persons across the Jiri river.  Police had intensi-
fied patrolling along the Manipur-Myanmar border since. 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh had given strict instructions 
to the border states in the northeast to intensify patrolling.
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Customs duty hike on mobile 
phones to hurt consumers 

Railways to use INR 73,000 cr on safety—Goyal

Industry gives thumbs up to 
government’s push on AI, Robotics

No relief in I-T rates but cess 
hiked to raise INR 11,000 cr
New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley on 
Thursday did not provide any 
relief in the income tax rates for 
2018-19, but increased the cess 
levied on it by 1 per cent to raise 
Rs 11,000 crore.

“The government had made 
many positive changes in the 
personal income-tax rate appli-
cable to individuals in the last 
three years,” Jaitley said in his 
Budget speech.

“Therefore, I do not propose 
to make any further change in 
the structure of the income tax 
rates for individuals.”

In the Budget 2017-18, Jaitley 
had reduced the income tax rate 

to 5 per cent from 10 per cent 
under the income slab from Rs 
2.5 lakh per annum to Rs 5 lakh 
per annum.

However, Jaitley proposed 
to hike the cess on personal in-
come tax by one per cent. 

“... at present there is a three 
per cent cess on personal in-
come tax and corporation tax 
consisting of two per cent cess 
for primary education and one 
per cent cess for secondary and 
higher education. In order to 
take care of the needs of educa-
tion and health of BPL and rural 
families, I have announced pro-
grams...,” Jaitley said.

“To fund this, I propose to in-

crease the cess by one per cent. 
The existing three per cent edu-
cation cess will be replaced by a 
four per cent health and educa-
tion cess to be levied on the tax 
payable. This will enable us to 
collect an estimated additional 
amount of `11,000 crore.”

In addition, Jaitley proposed 
to “allow a standard deduction 
of Rs 40,000 in lieu of the present 
exemption in respect of trans-
port allowance and reimburse-
ment of miscellaneous medical 
expenses”.

“Apart from reducing paper 
work and compliance, this will 
help middle class employees 
even more in terms of reduc-

tion in their tax liability. This 
decision to allow standard de-
duction shall significantly ben-
efit the pensioners also, who 
normally do not enjoy any al-
lowance on account of trans-
port and medical expenses. The 
revenue cost of this decision is 
approximately Rs 8,000 crore,” 
Jaitley said.

“The total number of salaried 
employees and pensioners who 
will benefit from this decision is 
around 2.5 crore.”

The current tax-free limit 
for medical expense reimburse-
ment is set at 15,000 per annum 
and transport allowance exemp-
tion of Rs 1,600 per month. 

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): The 
railways will spend over Rs 
73,000 crore on safety out of the 
Rs 1.48 lakh crore capital ex-
penditure earmarked for it in the 
Union Budget, Railway Minister 
Piyush Goyal said on Thursday.

The Railway Minister said 
the ministry will focus on tech-
nology this year to ensure safety 
on its network.

Apart from the Rs 73,065 
crore, the Railways will use Rs 
20,000 crore from its rail safety 
fund that was created last year, 
he said.

“It will comprise Rs 5,000 
crore from the capital (budget-
ary support), Rs 10,000 crore 
from railway safety fund re-
ceived as Railways’ share from 
central road fund and Rs 5,000 

crore from railways’ revenue,” 
the Minister said. 

Goyal said the railways will 
get a gross budgetary support of 
Rs 55,000 crore from the Finance 
Ministry.

“The railways will get budg-
etary support of Rs 53,060 crore 
from the Finance Ministry. The 
government has provided Rs 
1,940 crore towards reimburse-

ment of losses on operation of 
strategic lines and Rs 88 crore 
towards reimbursement of op-
eration cost of e-ticketing to the 
IRCTC,” he said.

He said the Indian Railways 
will generate Rs 11,500 crore 
from the internal resources and 
raise Rs 28,500 crore from IRFC 
and Rs 26,440 crore from Institu-
tional Finance (LIC) to support.

Coolpad India.
“While increase in 

custom duty on handsets 
will compel brands to 
manufacture or assemble 
more in India, still there is 
not great support for lo-
cal ecosystem for manu-
facturing spare parts,” he 
added. 

According to industry 
experts, the customs duty 
hike will push foreign 
players towards manufac-
turing and sourcing com-
ponents more within the 
country.

“This move will push 
almost all players to in-
crease the assembling of 
mobile phones in India. 
From Apple’s point of 
view, it will certainly im-
pact in the near term, pos-
sibly increase the prices of 
its flagships since most of 
them are being import-
ed to India,” Navkendar 
Singh, Senior Research 
Manager, IDC India, told 
IANS. 

“In the long term, this 
will push Apple to start 
manufacturing of the 
entire range of devices 
in India to enjoy these 
incentives and remain 
competitive in a market 
like India, which it cannot 
afford to ignore,” Singh 
added.

“Almost 3/5th of to-
tal handsets out of 300 
million last year were as-
sembled in India. The 
increase in duty will fur-
ther increase the local as-

sembling share as brands 
will ramp up their current 
output from local Main-
tenance and Engineering 
Services (EMS) facilities 
since capacity is already 
there,” Tarun Pathak, As-
sociate Director at Coun-
terpoint, told IANS. 

According to Faisal 
Kawoosa, Principal Ana-
lyst, Telecoms, CyberMe-
dia Research (CMR), the 
move is in line with expec-
tations to further give im-
petus to manufacture the 
handsets domestically. 

“This will also push 
new entrants, which typi-
cally make beeline every 
year to India for local 
manufacturing who oth-
erwise first procure CBUs 
from their parent compa-
nies and then gradually 
start manufacturing in In-
dia,” Kawoosa said. 

“Now, to be competi-
tive, such new entrants 
shall also have to look for 
a domestic manufacturer 
from the beginning,” he 
added.

In December, the gov-
ernment had increased 
customs duty on various 
items, including mobile 
phones, to 15 per cent 
from 10 per cent. 

After the government 
hike, Apple became the 
first manufacturer to raise 
prices (on MRP) across 
iPhone models, except 
iPhone SE that the com-
pany assembles in the 
country.

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): In-
dustry players on Thursday 
welcomed the government’s 
move to double the allocation 
on the Digital India programme 
to Rs 3,073 crore -- a decision 
that will help research and 
skilling in Robotics, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Internet of 
Things (IoT), among others.

Presenting the Union Budg-
et for 2018-19, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said that NITI Aay-
og will initiate a national pro-
gramme to direct efforts in AI 
and the Department of Science 
and Technology will launch a 
Mission on Cyber Physical Sys-
tems.

“The National Programme 
on Artificial Intelligence to be 
set up by Niti Aayog, the 5G 
test-bed in IIT Chennai and the 
mission to encourage Big Data, 
cyber security and Robotics are 
some of the initiatives that will 
help promote Industry 4.0,” 
said Dr Subho Ray, President, 
the Internet & Mobile Associa-
tion of India (IAMAI). 

“This will create new skills 
and jobs and help usher in the 
next phase of the IT-BPM sec-
tor in India,” he added.

Welcoming the focus on 
disruptive technologies, Priya 
Mahajan, Head of ASPAC Pub-
lic Policy & Regulatory Counsel, 
Verizon Enterprise Solutions, 
said that “we hope that the gov-
ernment will also consider ad-
ditional reforms in the telecom 
sector to create a predictable, 
flexible, lightly regulated policy 
framework that incentivises 
the businesses to invest, rein-
vest and to compete on a level-
playing field basis”.

The aim of the government 
is to support establishment 
of centres of excellence for re-
search, training and skilling 
in Robotics, AI, digital manu-
facturing, Big Data Analytics, 
quantum communication 
and IoT.  “It is great to see the 
government’s continued ef-
forts towards ‘Digital India’ by 
increasing investment for dig-
ital initiatives and enabling the 
NITI Aayog to direct efforts to-
wards Artificial Intelligence. We 
look forward to partnering with 
the public and private sector 
to create a technology-driven 
ecosystem which fosters local 
innovation and research,” said 
Mahesh Nayak, Chief Operat-

ing Officer, SAP Labs India.
According to Arun Gupta, 

CEO and Founder of MoMagic 
Technologies, the budget has 
recognised the importance of 
artificial intelligence, machine 
learning and robotics as tools 
to further growth at national 
level.  “Niti Aayog’s plan is a 
welcome move which will push 
investments and research in 
this space and will put India on 
the right path for innovation,” 
Gupta added.

This is in regard with the 
Union Budget 2018-19. En-
closed is the quote on budget 
reaction on Cybersecurity from 
PwC, for your reference.

Sivarama Krishnan, Part-
ner and Leader Cyber Secu-
rity, PwC India, said: “The CoEs 
(Center of Excellences) will be 
a key step in building solutions 
which embed security by de-
sign and privacy by design”.

“It’s great to see that gov-
ernment is recognising future 
technology for building the 
future. Not only this helps in 
job creation but also advances 
the nation in competitive glo-
bal space,” added Prabhakar 
Chaudhary, MD-HAL Robotics.

size (Ciaz), vans (Omni, 
Eeco) saw sales sliding 
down during the period 
under review, segments 
like compact (Swift, Ce-
lerio, Ignis, Baleno, Dzire, 
and Tour S), super com-
pact (D’Zire Tour) and 
utility vehicles (Gypsy, 
Ertiga, S-Cross, Vitara 
Brezza) logged volume 
growth.

HMIL, the country’s 
second largest car maker 
sold 56,216 vehicles both 
in the domestic and over-
seas markets, registering 
a growth of 8.5 per cent, 
from 51,834 units sold in 
the corresponding month 
last year.

It sold 45,508 vehicles 
in the domestic market in 
the last month, up by 8.3 
per cent, from 42,017 units 
sold in January, 2017.

The carmaker export-
ed 10,708 units in Janu-
ary, as against 9,817 units 
shipped out during cor-
responding month last 
year.

On its part, Mahin-

dra & Mahindra Ltd sold 
52,048 vehicles up by 32 
per cent, from 39,386 
units sold in the same 
month last year.

In the passenger ve-
hicles segment which in-
cludes UVs, cars and vans, 
it sold 23,686 vehicles in 
January 2018, as against 
20,169 vehicles during 
January 2017, registering 
a growth of 17 per cent.

The company’s do-
mestic sales stood at 
49,432 vehicles during 
January, up by 33 per cent 
from 37,115 vehicles dur-
ing the corresponding 
month last year.

In the medium and 
heavy commercial vehi-
cles (MHCV) segment, 
the automobile major 
sold 1,049 vehicles for 
the month, registering a 
growth of 70 per cent.

Exports for January 
2018 stood at 2,616 ve-
hicles, a growth of 15 per 
cent over 2,271 units in 
the year-ago month.

Wadhera said the 

growth in the MHCV seg-
ment lends credence to 
the positive momentum 
in the economy, which 
can be seen even in the 
growth numbers of its 
small commercial vehicle 
portfolio.

“We believe this mo-
mentum will continue in 
our fourth quarter (of cur-
rent fiscal) numbers,” he 
said. Toyota Kirloskar said 
it sold 13,329 units last 
month, up from 11,252 
units in January 2017.

“It is a delight to ush-
er in the new year with a 
double digit growth. We 
are happy to have sus-
tained the positive growth 
momentum post GST.

“The customer de-
mand has consistently 
been strong and we have 
catered to the grow-
ing customer demand,” 
N.Raja, Deputy Manag-
ing Director of Toyota Kir-
loskar, was quoted as say-
ing in a statement.

According to Tata Mo-
tors, it sold 59,441 units of 

January 2018 brings cheers to automobile makers
Chennai/Kolkata, Feb. 1 
(IANS): The first month 
of 2018 seems to have 
brought big cheers to the 
automobile makers in the 
country as they logged 
good growth in volumes.

“2018 has started on 
a positive and promises 
progressive growth for the 
industry, with company’s 
volume growth of 8.3 per 
cent on improved buying 
potential, led by stable 
micro economic factors,” 
said Rakesh Srivastava, 
Director, Sales and Mar-
keting, at Hyundai Mo-
tor India Ltd (HMIL) on 
Thursday.

Commenting on the 
company’s sales perform-
ance in January, Rajan 
Wadhera, President, Auto-
motive Sector, Mahindra 
& Mahindra Ltd, said: “We 
are happy to have begun 
the calendar year with an 
overall healthy growth of 
32 per cent. We have seen 
a good growth across our 
portfolio of products both 
personal and commer-
cial.”

India’s largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India Ltd 
last month logged 4.8 per 
cent volume growth com-
pared to January 2017.

In a regulatory filing 
in the BSE, the company 
said it sold 151,351 units 
(domestic 140,600 units, 
exports 10,751 units) last 
month, up from 144,386 
units (domestic 133,924 
units, exports 10,462 
units) sold in January last 
year.

While the company’s 
mini (Alto, WagonR), mid-

commercial and passen-
ger vehicles in the domes-
tic market last month as 
against 41,428 units sold 
in January 2017.

The company’s com-
mercial vehicles sales 
from exports in January 
2018 was at 4,900 units, a 
growth of 5 per cent over 
last year.

Pure play commercial 
vehicles maker Ashok 
Leyland Ltd sold 18,101 
units last month, up from 
14,872 units sold in Janu-
ary 2017.

In the two-wheeler 
segment, Eicher Motors 
said it sold 77,878 units in 
January, up from 59,676 in 
January last year.

Sensex crashes over 
300 pts. on capital 
gains tax proposal
Mumbai, Feb. 1 (PTI): Benchmark 
Sensex crashed over 300 points in 
afternoon trade today after Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley announced 10 
per cent tax on some long term capi-
tal gains in his Budget speech.

The NSE Nifty also sank below the 
11,000-mark during the Budget pres-
entation.

Sentiment also took a hit after 
the fiscal deficit target for 2017-18 
was raised to 3.5 per cent of GDP as 
against 3.2 per cent earlier.

The target for 2018-19 has been 
fixed at 3.3 per cent as against the Fis-
cal Responsibility and Budget Man-
agement Act target of 3 per cent.

In highly volatile trading, the 
Sensex crashed to 35,590.17, a steep 
fall of 374.85 points, or 1.04 per cent.

The 50-share NSE Nifty dropped 
117.20 points, or 1.06 per cent, to 
10,910.50.

All sectoral indices were weighed 
down by widespread selling, with 
consumer durables, metal, health-
care, realty and power falling by up to 
3.20 per cent.

Laggards included Dr Reddy’s, 
Sun Pharma, ICICI Bank, Infosys, Tata 
Steel, Bharti Airtel, SBI, ONGC, Maru-
ti Suzuki and Reliance Industries, de-
clining by up to 2.58 per cent.

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
In a bid to further help 
domestic smartphone 
manufacturers, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on 
Thursday announced a 
hike in customs duty on 
mobile phones to 20 per 
cent from 15 per cent -- a 
move that will force for-
eign players to pass on the 
burden to consumers.

“Customs duty on 
import of mobile phone 
parts will be increased to 
20 per cent from the exist-
ing 15 per cent. This will 
boost jobs in the smart-
phone sector in India,” 
Jaitley said during his Un-
ion Budget speech.

“While the intention 
behind increasing the 
customs duties on some 
products such as mobile 
phones is to incentivise 
domestic manufactur-
ing, this will lead to an 
increase in the prices for 
these products denting 
the middle-class consum-
ers wallets,” MS Mani, 
Partner, Deloitte India, 
said in a statement.

Domestic smart-
phones welcomed the 
government’s move.

“We welcome the an-
nouncement on custom 
duty increase in mobile 
phones. This will help 
make India a global hub 
for mobile phone manu-
facturing. Local manu-
facturing will create more 
job opportunities, ben-
efitting the youth and 
contributing towards 
the overall growth of the 
economy,” said Sanjeev 
Agarwal, Chief Manufac-
turing Officer, LAVA In-
ternational.

Rajeev Jain, Director 
and CFO, Intex Technolo-
gies, said the move will 
prove to be the big boost 
for localisation and set-
ting up of a domestic 
component ecosystem. 

“This is a big thumbs 
up to domestic players 
like Intex, which have 
been developing domes-
tic capacities since long in 
electronics manufactur-
ing,” he said.

Chinese smartphone 
vendors, however, were 
critical of the govern-
ment’s move.

“The increase in cus-
tom duty will definitely 
hamper the cost to cus-
tomer, especially when it 
comes to getting repairs 
for the high-end devices,” 
said Syed Tajuddin, CEO, 
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Economics of 
Sulking

N
agaland of late is slowly becoming a state 
where complaints never ends that it seems 
the whole population is sulking all the time. 
Right from the hearth of every household in 

the villages to every living room in the urban areas the 
complaints seems to be swelling. It continues to every 
forum and institution including the church that it is 
becoming shriller day by day. In social media it has al-
ready reached a level where any online reader outside 
the state would paint a vary dystopian picture of the 
state. All these at times gets transformed into protest 
on the streets. In a democracy, dissent and protests are 
vital to the progress of the state but becomes danger-
ous when it is overused especially by elements who 
actually are on the path to wrest power for themselves. 
Nagaland as a state that birthed out of conflict contin-
ues to be one even at present. It therefore has become 
a place that is fertile ground to foment the local form 
of communal unrests. The history of the state reeks 
with such cases. In present day Nagaland, there are no 
dearth of any association if only one needs one to pro-
test and agitate. There are thousands of associations 
in the state all formed for the welfare and well-being 
of the citizens and all ready to jump in to demand and 
protest against any establishment. Probably every 
citizen of the state will be a member of at least four as-
sociations on the minimum. It portrays a picture that 
nowhere in the world a citizen’s right is so protected 
like that in the state. However, it has now become a 
chicken and egg situation with no stopping of either. 
The corruption continues and the protests also fol-
lows. The numbers also indicate that of the 1978502 
population, according to Census of India 2011, there 
are 741179 main workers which accounts to only 
37.4% of the total population. Out of the remaining 
62.5% if the 15% child population is subtracted then 
nearly 50% of the total population is either a marginal 
worker or a non worker. Those numbers can surely be-
come dangerous if it becomes a mob, and it became 
evident during the last few years in the state. Shouting 
slogans that one doesn’t understand, supporting ulti-
matums that does not in any way concern one’s wel-
fare and so on and so forth. It can be safely assumed 
that such events are a necessity for some to survive. So 
the economics of sulking will continue to thrive unless 
the culture of freeloading is stopped.

Amit Kapoor and Chirag Yadav | IANS

Take every opportunity to serve someone.

Like lots of people, I struggle to get enough exercise. So 
I recently got something to motivate myself to move: 
a pedometer that counts steps. It’s a simple thing. But 

it’s amazing how much difference this gadget makes in my 
motivation. Instead of grumbling when I have to get off the 
couch, I see it as an opportunity to get a few more steps. 
Mundane tasks, like getting one of my kids a cup of water, 
become opportunities that help me work toward a larger 
goal. In that sense, my pedometer has changed my per-
spective and my motivation. Now I look to get extra steps 
in whenever possible.

I wonder if our Christian life isn’t a bit like that. There 
are opportunities to love and serve and interact with peo-
ple every day, as Paul exhorts in Colossians 4:5. But am I 
always aware of those moments? Am I paying attention to 
opportunities to be an encourager in seemingly mundane 
interactions? God is at work in the lives of every person I 
relate to, from my family and coworkers to a clerk at the 
grocery store. Each interaction offers a chance for me to 
pay attention to what God might be doing—even if it’s 
something as seemingly “small” as kindly asking a server 
at a restaurant how she’s doing.

Who knows how God might work in those moments 
when we’re alert to the opportunities He sends our way.

Lord, there are so many opportunities to love, listen, 
and serve those around us each day. Please help us to 

become people who notice the needs of others. 

DAILY
PATH

Stepping Into 
Opportunity

T
he Budget is finally out and to put it simply, Mr. 
Jaitley did not disappoint. In fact, a majority of 
it was along expected lines. Most importantly, 
as promised, the governmentmanaged to do 

a commendable job of balancing economic populism 
with prudent economics. However, as is always the 
case, the good did come with a tinge of bad.

It was a no-brainer that the Budget would focus on 
the agricultural sector after BJP’s electoral performance 
in rural Gujarat. Mr. Jaitley went a step further and, 
in a major departure from the past, began his Budget 
speech with the government’s plan for the farming 
community. He unveiled a litany of measures in line 
with the government’s aim of doubling farmer incomes 
by 2022. 

First, the Budget allowed for setting the minimum 
support price (MSP) at 1.5 times the production cost for 
kharif crops. Even though this support to farmers will 
help increase their incomes, there are two questions 
that need to be asked. Will the effect of this jump in MSP 
be inflationary? Also, will it take away the incentive to 
reduce production costs? The answer to both of these 
questions is probably in the affirmative. Only time will 
tell if the move has any such negative externalities for 
the economy, but the government should be prepared 
with commensurate remedies to tackle the eventuality.

The second significant move on the agricultural 
front has been a push to boost agri-business activi-
ties across the country and improve agricultural mar-
kets. Allocation has been doubled for enhancing food 
processing and specialised agro-processing networks 
from Rs 700 crores to Rs 1,400 crores. The government 
has also decided to follow a cluster-based approach for 
stimulating agricultural production. Further, in a bid 
to formalise agricultural markets, the 470 Agriculture 
Produce Market Committee (APMC) promoted mar-
kets would be connected to the e-nam market platform 
and over 22,000 rural agricultural markets would also 
be developed. These are positive moves to remove the 

middle man and ensure farmers receive the bulk of the 
prices paid by the consumer. 

However, the e-nam platform is still in its forma-
tive stage and its performance has not been adequately 
tested. A bulk of the sale of agricultural products is still 
done through commission agents and it is doubtful 
that the practice will be done away with any time soon. 
On the other hand, the development of agri-business 
clusters provides a viable solution to formaliseagricul-
tural markets. The gains from all of these measures, 
however, can only be expected in the long-run.

Another major highlight of the budget has been its 
focus on the social sector. Healthcare and education 
received their fair share of budgetary focus. In fact, 
Mr. Jaitley took pride in announcing the “world’s larg-
est healthcare programme” that would provide Rs 5 
lakhs per family per year for medical reimbursement 
under National Health Protection Scheme for around 
10 crore families across India. This is a positive move 
by the government towards universal health coverage 
in the future. As for education, digitalisation of educa-
tion and training of teachers was given a boost. In mon-
etary terms, the increase in budgetary allocation from 
last year is about 3.84 percent and that for healthcare is 
about 2.76 percent. This seems like a significant boost 
in absolute terms, but it pales in comparison when 
seen in light of the overall GDP growth of 6.75 percent. 
Considering the fact that India lags on these social pa-
rameters, this historical trend in Indian budgets need 
to come to an end.

As for taxes, the corporate sector, which was ex-
pecting a tax cut on commensurate lines as that of the 
US economy, was partly obliged. Corporate tax for all 
companies with a turnover of Rs 250 crores or less was 
reduced to 25 per cent. This proved to be a major disap-
pointment to large firms whichwill still be taxed at 30 
per cent. However, it was understandable on the gov-
ernment’s part as the revenue forgone would have been 
an astounding Rs 20,000 crores had the tax reduction 
been done for all firms alike. 

On a related note, a significant miss by the Budg-

et has been on the investment front. Over the last six 
years, the investment across the country has been on 
a declining trend falling to 29 percent as per last CSO 
estimates. No major announcement was made to re-
verse this trend expect indirect measures like higher 
infrastructure allocation, which might be expected to 
crowd in private investment. However, considering the 
fact that investment has seen a structural decline over 
the last few years a lot could have been done to revive 
investment sentiments. This is also important because 
the question of jobs is largely dependent on the econo-
my’s investment appetite. 

Finally, the much-awaited question about the fiscal 
deficit was answered and the government did eventu-
ally breach the target of 3.2 percent in 2017-18. The re-
vised estimate of the fiscal deficit in the current finan-
cial year stands at 3.5 percent while the projection for 
next year has been kept at 3.3 percent. The NK Singh 
Committee had allowed a leeway of 0.5 percent in case 
of unforeseen events and the government has man-
aged to stay within it. The government also accepted its 
recommendation to maintain the debt-to-GDP ratio at 
40 percent. It is commendable that the government has 
not given in to the temptation of reaping short-term 
political gains by disregarding the recommendations 
of the fiscal committee.The commitment would bode 
well with credit rating agencies and the economy in 
general.

Therefore, the Budget paints a promising picture 
of a government that saw it fit not to resort to populist 
ploys even after it received an election scare not long 
ago. Even though a lot was left wanting, especially on 
the investment front, the Budget managed to address 
quite a few economic challenges that India faces. By 
targeting the rural economy and the poor, it can be said 
that it was a Budget for the masses. 

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for Competitiveness, 
India. The views expressed are personal. He can be 

contacted at amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 
tweets @kautiliya. Chirag Yadav is senior researcher, 

Institute for Competitiveness)

P
eople who suffer from migraine may be at an 
increased risk of developing cardiovascular 
diseases including heart attacks, stroke, blood 
clot and an irregular heart rate, researchers say.

Around one billion people worldwide are affected 
by migraine. It has considerable impact on quality of 
life and imposes a substantial burden on society.

Although the absolute risks were low, the findings 
suggest that “migraine should be considered a potent 
and persistent risk factor for most cardiovascular dis-
eases in both men and women”, said researchers from 
Aarhus University Hospital, Denmark and Stanford 
University, US. 

Migraine’s association with cardiovascular disease 

risk can be attributed to the increased use of anti-in-
flammatory drugs, by the patients suffering from the 
headache disorder.

Anti-inflammatory drugs are associated with in-
creased risks of heart problems, while immobilisation 
related to migraine attacks may be behind the increase 
in the risk of blood clot.

Current guidelines do not recommend the use of 
anti-clotting drugs such as aspirin to treat migraine, 
but clinicians need to “consider whether patients at 
particularly high risk of heart disease would benefit 
from anticoagulant treatment”, the researchers said, in 
a paper published in the journal The BMJ.

For the study, the team compared data from over 

51,000 Danish people who had been diagnosed with 
migraine with over 510,000 Danes who were migraine 
free over a 19 year period, from 1995 to 2013.

While a link between migraine, stroke and heart at-
tacks, have been previously established, the new study 
showed that migraine also was positively associated 
with blood clot and irregular heart rate.

For example, for every 1,000 patients, 25 patients 
with migraine had a heart attack compared with 17 
migraine free patients while 45 patients with mi-
graine had an ischaemic stroke (blood clot in the 
brain) compared with 25 migraine free patients, the 
study showed.

Source: IANS

Budget 2018-19: Balancing Populism With Economics

Migraine May Up Cardiovascular Diseases

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

N
o doubt, solution (sans sov-
ereignty) is the prime factor 
for this election boycott call. 
There are other contributory 

factors. Since early 1990s, Nagaland State 
has been reeling under the rule of mul-
tiple governments. These included the 
Nagaland State government and multi-
ple rebel governments. Power syndica-
tion has become lucrative business in 
Nagaland State in which, the rulers (legal 
and illegal) and their cohorts in civil are 
die-hard partners. The citizens of Naga-
land have been paying multiple taxes to 
all multiple governments. The citizens 
are tired of living with this daily ordeal. 
People want an end to it. They want to 
see multiple governments go. They long 
for one legitimate government. This is 
the type of solution, large sections of citi-
zens of the State expect from the Govern-
ment of India (GOI). The other sections 
have no confusion on the core issue, the 
sovereignty. It is a shame that the GOI 

still has humor to talk about solution 
when it could not provide one legitimate 
government in the State since its crea-
tion in 1963. This has rendered ceasefire 
agreements meaningless. Nagas suffered 
under multiple governments but the 
Central and State governments continue 
their slumber. They failed to provide se-
curity and prosperity to the people of Na-
galand State. They have allowed multiple 
governments to operate freely, suck the 
public dry and thrive. When the GOI has 
no political will to solve even this law and 
order problem, what political solution is 
GOI talking about? GOI has been playing 
this cruel joke for the past seventy years.

The leaders; both Central and State 
constantly talk about development of 
the State. What were they doing for the 
past fifty-five years? Have the people 
of Nagaland State seen actual develop-
ment at ground? The only development 
people can see is the private empires of 
rulers (legal and illegal) built with funds 

meant for public development. The Cen-
tral and State governments have allowed 
the corrupt to go scot-free. The long 
arms of the law have become too short 
for them. Common people are helpless 
and frustrated. The call for ‘solution be-
fore election’ by large sections of people 
in the State (both Nagas and domicile 
non-Nagas) erupted from this vanity. 
Citizens of the State do not want elec-
tion before the GOI put an end to their 
chronic problem. This is plain proof that 
statehood has failed. It is a shame that 
the GOI is trying to conduct another 
election even after all these failures.

Election boycott call is an open dis-
play of publics’ loss of confidence in the 
Central and State governments. When 
the GOI failed to provide one legitimate 
government, it was failure of constitu-
tional machinery. Democratic elections 
cannot take place in a State where, there 
exists failure of constitutional machin-
eries. All forces and elements came to 

play in elections but the government 
looked the other way. Nagas fear a re-
peat of such episode. People fear that 
this is another of power syndicate’s ploy 
to capture power again. Common peo-
ple have come to conclusion that the 
governments (Central and State) can no 
longer be trusted. People are of the view 
that stopping election is the only option 
left. They have decided to realize their 
democratic rights by the only means 
they have. Citizens of Nagaland State 
do not want election now. If the GOI will 
not honor that, it becomes imposition. 
People want election under one govern-
ment. This is legitimate demand of the 
people that India claim are her citizens. 

As for sovereign Nagaland, she has 
nothing to do with Indian election. This 
election boycott call will further expose 
India and her imposed elections on Na-
gas against their will. 

Dr. K. Hoshi 
Phek Town

W
hat is the Naga afraid of? 
Is he afraid of the Frame-
Work Agreement? IM? 
Southern Nagas? The cho-

rus of intelligentsia asking for the con-
tents of the FA is ridiculous. It shows that 
we have no inkling of our surroundings 
except to thrive on parochialism. The 
Naga is thriving on rumour and the re-
sultant fear is accentuating the rumour. 
The Naga seems to be afraid.

The rumour: Ever since the CCNTH-
CO (without the dots in-between the 
letters) declared Solution before Elec-
tion, we have been accused of blind-
ly accepting Naga Solution without 
knowing the contents of the Solution! 
The facts: RN Ravi has clearly stated on 
record that there will be no factional 
solution, the underlying meaning be-
ing clear. In another interview, Ravi 
stated that there will be only One Naga 
Solution. Khekiye K. Sema sounded out 
the supposed contents of the FA in the 
newspapers in the month of September, 
2017. It is hardly 2 pages in total which 
the Naga is not aware now. Blame it on 
selective amnesia. When the NSCN-IM 
signed the cease-fire with the GoI in 
1997, a clause was apparently inserted 
wherein it stated that the GoI will not 
negotiate with any other NPGs. Per-
haps, this clause prevented the GoI 
from negotiating with the NSCN-K 
and the NSCN-U for the better part of 
the last decade and a half. In any case, 
because of the outcry of the people in 

the wake of the FA signed on 3rd August 
2015, the GoI had to break “GoI will not 
negotiate with any other NPGs” clause 
and started its present negotiation with 
the NNPGs (representing 6 groups) af-
ter due pressure from various quarters.

The 1st picture: any person intel-
ligent to his surroundings can deduct 
that the FA is an empty box or an empty 
house. The box is a cubical structure. 
Now the different structures are “unique 
history,” “shared sovereignty,” etc. The 
IM is still negotiating with the GoI on 
the interior walls, beds, furnitures, and 
toilets. So when the house is not yet 
complete- how is possible for anyone 
or any entity to spell out how the inte-
rior of the house (final solution) is likely 
to appear or force anyone to live in the 
empty house with no toilet facility?

The 2nd picture: The NNPGs are yet 
to complete the cubical structure. Yet, 
the presumption is that the GoI-NNPG 
talk will not take time to finish the 
structure and the interior both for the 
simple reason that whatever has been 
accomplished between the GoI-IM or 
in the process of being accomplished 
is now well-known to the NNPGs (and 
the layman alike) through simple de-
ductions and analysis, and therefore 
it’s only a matter of copy-paste. More 
than the copy-paste aspect, �the 17th 
November� Preamble signed between 
the GoI and the NNPG is a mile-stone 
document (equivalent doc of Unique 
history) recognizing the rights of Nagas 

to self-determine their future (again re-
ported in the local papers).

Again, the fear psychosis of the 
Naga borders on the ridiculous. When 
the GoI-IM Cease-fire without territori-
al limits was signed in 2002, the Meiteis 
rose up in unison and burnt down the 
Legislative assembly. 19 Manipuris died 
and the GoI was forced to withdraw the 
agreement. The question of Naga ter-
ritorial integration was thrown out of 
the Interlocutor’s window due to the 
persistent and uncompromising stand 
of the neighbouring states. Recently, 2 
people were killed in Dima Hasao on 
the Naga integration/solution issue. As 
stated, the GoI was forced to re-strate-
gise and invite the NNPGs for talks in 
the later part of 2017.  These circum-
stances should be enough indication to 
the Naga that the ongoing peace-talks 
with the NSCN-IM  cannot be the sole 
basis for NAGA SOLUTION; that at the 
end of it all it’s the people who are sov-
ereign. And whereas, this simple fact of 
the matter continues to miss the Naga 
allowing many rumours and prejudices 
to flourish and fester.

The Conclusion: So what is this 
Naga Solution? Hypothetically, if one 
were Ravi, the Naga solution is that so-
lution (modified FA and its competen-
cies perhaps) which has been arrived at 
after protracted push and pull between 
the negotiating groups – the IM and the 
NNPGs. In this scenario, the now de-
monized FA, after due modifications, 

can be made acceptable to all sections. 
However, for this situation to material-
ize, elections has to be deferred inorder 
to give ample time to the 3 parties, Ravi, 
IM and the NNPGs to conclude their 
triangular talks within 2018, and then 
usher in the Interim Government. That 
both the NSCN-IM and the NNPGs may 
be having their own different agenda 
is another matter, but the Naga people 
have to decide what is best and accept-
able for us, not the other way around.  
There is also a school of thought which 
believes that the NNPGs and the NSCN-
IM should  go their separate ways in 
which case India taking advantage may 
not conclude talks with a divided house.

Whatever the permutations and 
combinations, one thing is for sure; 
there is an urgency to usher in Solu-
tion before 2019 (next LS elections). 
Perhaps, it is a now or never situation; 
beyond now, the Naga would be flog-
ging a Naga dead horse. In any case, 
the Naga Solution has to be approved 
in whatever platform deemed fit and 
its contents acceptable to the peo-
ple. For those who reject the notion 
of Naga nation I’ve nothing to say; for 
those who insist on the mythical Sov-
ereignty, God Save Nagas.

So who is afraid of Naga Solution?
(The contents of the article do not 

reflect the CCNTHCO position; simply 
the writer’s personal view)      

Joel Naga

Contributory Factors That Triggered ‘Solution Before Election’ Movement

Framework Agreement? Time to Move On!
BIBLE READ:   COLOSSIANS 4:2–6
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity. 

~  Colossians 4:5
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A diagram of a turtle ant trail network over several days. Courtesy the author.

 

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Go for the 
gusto today, Aries. Nothing can stop you. 
You’ve got a tremendous amount of  power 
at your disposal, so use it wisely. You can 

accomplish a great deal and make extremely positive 
transformations in your life. Your physical vitality is 
especially strong and your sex life may be especially 
active. Make sure to share with others the enthusiasm 
you exude. You aren’t the only person alive on this 
planet, so spread some of  that love around.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may have 
the sense that something is going on around 
you that you just can’t seem to grab hold of, 
Taurus. Your mind is bouncing this way and 

that as if  you’re watching a ball in a tennis match. Things 
may be changing rapidly around you. You could feel 
like it’s time to jump on the bandwagon. Look before 
you leap, and go with the flow. Remember that the best 
decisions aren’t always made with the brain; sometimes 
they’re made with the heart.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An opposing 
person or situation may rear its head today, 
Gemini. Realize that you can draw on the same 
energy that’s causing them to act and state your 

point of  view for the record. Stand up against this force 
and let your viewpoint be heard. Sometimes it’s necessary 
to be a bit rough and outspoken in order to bring peace 
and balance to an unstable situation.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today is a 
great day for transformation, Cancer, and your 
actions have deeper than usual inner meaning. 
Be careful where you aim your arrow, because 

the tip of  it has extra sting today. People might be rubbing 
you the wrong way, making you feel like you’re a pot of  
water on a hot plate. The heat is turned up and the cover 
is about to blow. Make sure you don’t hit anyone when 
the lid flies off.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Use today’s pow-
erful energy to cut to the heart of  the matter 
and strip away the façade that’s currently doing 
more harm than good. Open yourself  up to the 

world, Leo, and show the people around you that you 
have a great deal more to offer than you’ve been reveal-
ing. Take a controlling role in the situation at hand and 
let your needs be known. You’ll find that your daily life 
will improve tremendously when you communicate your 
needs.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Try not to get 
blown off  course by the fire that seems to be 
raging around you, Virgo. Ultimately, you 
know what’s right and what’s wrong, so don’t 

compromise yourself  or your sense of  pride. Keep an eye 
open to what is going on in your circle, but don’t feel like 
you need to chime in with a certain course of  action that 
doesn’t ring true with your inner self. Control what you 
can, but don’t worry about the other situations.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Pick yourself  up 
by your bootstraps and go in for the kill today, 
Libra. You’re in a terrific position to make 
some strong and lasting impressions on others. 

Any sort of  group work is especially favored. There’s a 
powerful boost behind your actions, so be careful where 
you aim your weapons. Initiate action in the places where 
issues seem to be stagnating. Transformation is a key as-
pect to healthy growth. Today is an excellent day to pur-
sue such important goals.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your emotion-
al nature may seem revved up for action today, 
Scorpio, although it could be that you don’t know 
what direction to drive in. The engine is running, 

but for some reason the windshield looks a bit cloudy. Try 
to key into the areas in your life that need a major overhaul. 
Look to transform them for the better. Once your windshield 
is clear, kick your motor into gear and go for it. Initiate the 
action or else you may find yourself being acted upon.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There is 
a tremendous amount of  power at your dispos-
al today, Sagittarius, and you should take care 
and use it wisely. This is quite a transforma-

tive period for you, and your body may be going through 
many changes. You have the ability to make an extremely 
strong impression on people today, so think before you 
act. This energy can manifest as an accident or something 
unhealthy if  not used properly.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There 
may be a big conflict in your life that you seem 
almost powerless to control at this time, Capri-
corn. It could feel like a war is raging around 

you and all you want is for it to stop. Whether you realize 
it or not, you do have a part to play in this situation and 
you certainly do have the power to affect the outcome of  
this quarrel. Take responsibility for your actions and step 
up to the plate.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There is 
a powerful force that seems to be working 
against you today, Aquarius, but realize that 
you do have the power to produce a positive 

outcome. Use this conflict to find balance in an un-
stable situation and try not to rock the boat too much 
with your superiors. You have a great deal of  fire under 
your belt today and your actions are especially power-
ful. Consider enrolling in a class or seeking a path of  
spirituality.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): People may 
seem especially insensitive to your feelings 
today, Pisces, but try not to get down on 
them about it. You may feel a sudden urge 

to act out in a physical manner, and you should do it, 
but in a constructive way. Get out of  the house and 
take a walk or jog by a lake or river. Open your mind 
from the cage it’s been sitting in and get some perspec-
tive on your life.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Deborah M Gordon| Aeon

W
e live enmeshed in networks. 
The internet, a society, a body, 
an ant colony, a tumour: they 
are all networks of interactions, 

among people, ants or cells – aggregates of 
nodes or locations linked by some relation. 
The power of networks is in their local con-
nections. All networks grow, shrink, merge 
or split, link by link. How they function and 
change depends on what forms, or dis-
rupts, the connections between nodes. The 
internet dominates our lives, not because it 
is huge, but because each of us can make so 
many local links. Its size is the result, not the 
cause, of its impact on our communication.

Nowhere is the decisive influence of lo-
cal interactions easier to see than in ants, 
which I study. The local is all an ant knows. 
A colony operates without central control, 
based on a network of simple interactions 
among ants. These are local by necessity, 
because an ant cannot detect anything very 
far away. Most ant species can’t see, and all 
of them rely on smell, which they do with 
their antennae. The important interactions 
are when ants touch antennae, smelling 
each other, or the ground, smelling chemi-
cals deposited by other ants.

The shifting network of brief interac-
tions transforms a group of ants, each un-
able to assess any global purpose, into the 
orderly chaos that is ant-colony behaviour. 
In the tangled canopy of branches and vines 
in the tropical dry forest of the Estación Bi-
ológica de Chamela in western Mexico, tur-
tle ants create and repair a circuit of trails 
that links their nests and food sources. The 
turtle ants never descend to the ground, so 
the trails can proceed only along a plant 
branch or stem. As each ant moves along, 
it puts down little drops of trail pheromone 
that quickly evaporate. Whenever an ant 
comes to a junction, where one stem cross-
es another, it chooses the path that smells 
most strongly of pheromone, which is the 
path that most ants took most recently. In 
this way, the trails of ants create a network 
within the network of tropical vegetation.

In the jungle, the network of vegetation 
can be broken. A passing chameleon can 
wipe out many nodes’ worth of ant trail by 
breaking a cluster of delicate intertwined 
vines and branches. The ants’ nests are 
made in the tunnels of larval beetles, who 
prefer to burrow in soft, rotting wood, and 
the result is that the branches with nests 
break easily. The nest lands on the ground 
and the ants pour out, many carrying larvae 
and pupae, and head up the nearest tree in 
search of the trail.

In response to any break in the trail, 
the ants repair it by slight alterations in 
their local, node-to-node choices of path. 
A group of students and I marked ants with 
nail polish, and found that day after day 
the same ants tend to use the same part of 
the network. But ants can’t always go in the 
same place or they’d never find new food 
sources. By putting out baits a few junc-
tions away from the trail, I learned that ants 
sometimes veer off the path and follow the 
branch that does not have the most phe-
romone.

These local mistakes, taking a path that 
is not reinforced, are what make the whole 
network resilient. When the path is rup-
tured, some ants must abandon what has 
suddenly become a dead end. A few ants go 
to the node nearest the broken one and try 
from there to reach the original trail. (This 
is called ‘greedy search’ in the language of 
computer search algorithms.) Eventually 
the new part of the repaired path, linking 
the two ends of the original one, is rein-
forced by the ants coming from the other 
direction. Occasionally wandering off at 
junctions also allows the ants to find food, 
or shorter or less complicated paths, and 
prune unnecessary nodes or loops from the 
trail.

Local interactions among ants are the 
key to effective search. Collective search 
always involves a trade-off between thor-
oughness, ensuring that nothing is over-
looked, and covering ground, ensuring that 
the entire area is searched. Consider what 

would happen if you lost a diamond ring on 
a football field. If you have just a few friends 
to help you search, they all have to move 
around a lot to cover the whole field, but 
if there are many searchers, then each can 
search very thoroughly nearby.

Argentine ants solve this problem by 
using local interactions to regulate their 
searching. They adjust their search paths to 
density. When there are many ants search-
ing, each ant turns around a lot, almost at 
random. If there are only a few ants, they 
walk in straighter lines. The cue to density 
seems to be brief antennal contacts with 
other ants. The apparent rule is: ‘If I meet 
another ant often, I can turn around more. 
If I don’t, I have to walk in a straighter line.’ 
These simple interactions between pairs of 
ants function in the aggregate to adjust the 
scale of the network to the optimal size for 
the number of ants available.

We recently asked another species of 
ant to solve this problem in microgravity, 
in the International Space Station (ISS). We 
sent pavement ants up to the ISS in small 
arenas with a barrier inside. To learn how 
the ants adjust their paths when density de-
creased, the astronauts opened the barrier, 
so that the exploring ants suddenly found 
themselves in a larger space where they met 
less often. The arenas were very shallow so 
there was not much room for the ants to 
float around, but every now and then an ant 
lost hold of the surface and went skittering 
around in a Michael-Jackson-like dance, 
until it was able to get back down. It seemed 
that the ants were working so hard to stay 
attached to the surface that they were not 
able to adjust their paths to search as effec-
tively as the ants in control arenas did on 
Earth. You can try the experiment yourself 
in gravity with your favourite ant species 
(Ant Colony Search); a simple arena, with-
out the beautiful machining that NASA did, 
works just fine.

Engineers designing robots to search a 
burning building, or another planet, are us-
ing systems like those of the ants, based on 
networks of local communication. These 
swarm methods can be simpler, cheaper 
and more robust to failure than a system 
using central control. If each searcher has 
to relay information back to a central sta-
tion that in turn makes a map and tells each 
player what to do, sophisticated central 
control is required, and if it breaks down, all 
function is lost. By contrast, local interac-
tions have redundancy; if one doesn’t work, 
another might.

Local interactions regulate many natu-
ral systems. Ecological networks show an 
enormous variety of types of links: one or-
ganism can live inside another, stick to it, 
climb along it, eat it, feed it by gathering or 
digesting its nutrients, help it reproduce by 
carrying its pollen or dispersing its seeds. 
All organisms operate in some kind of eco-
logical network; no living entity operates 
independently. Even each of our cells con-
tains organelles joined together in an an-
cient collaboration among bacteria.

For example, cancer, like everything else 
that cells do, progresses in response to local 
interactions. Cancer cells are the descend-
ants of healthy ones, and they can thrive 
and proliferate because they still speak the 
local language of their ancestors. These 
conversations allow them to find comfort-
able neighbourhoods in which to metasta-
sise, summon a blood supply, disarm their 
immune-system cousins, and turn off the 
instructions from other cells that would 
stop them from reproducing. Interrupting 
these conversations would obstruct the 
growth of the cancer.

Relations among cancer cells account 
for many of the failures of chemotherapy. 
Tumours contain many different forms of 
cancer cells, each derived from a different 
evolutionary lineage. Even when chemo-
therapy wipes out detectable signs of a tu-
mour, cancer cells can still remain. Contin-
ued application of the poisonous treatment 
favours the evolution of ever more resistant 
cells. These resistant cells, no longer com-
peting for resources with their late, more 
sensitive neighbours, can reproduce rap-
idly, and there might be no drugs available 

to kill them.
In the same way, human intervention 

in ecological networks has produced insect 
scourges of agricultural crops and bacterial 
infections that drugs cannot stop. Individu-
als in a population differ from each other 
in susceptibility. Using the same resources 
links them to each other by competition – 
what one individual eats is a loss for anoth-
er. A pesticide or antibiotic assault kills all 
but the most resistant individuals, selecting 
for resistance over susceptibility. The resist-
ant ones suddenly have the resources to 
grow rapidly in number. New methods are 
being devised to maintain both susceptible 
and resistant individuals in the networks 
of cancer cells, pathogens or agricultural 
pests, so that they continue to compete 
with each other. Integrated pest-manage-
ment and ‘adaptive chemotherapy’, for ex-
ample, both work to kill only some, not all, 
of the sensitive pests or cancer cells. They 
leave the rest to help suppress the resistant 
ones. These new forms of control take into 
account the local interactions that regulate 
networks of pests or cells.
The most popular girl is the most linked-in 
– all bonds of friendship pass through her

Networks come in different shapes, 
depending on the arrangement of links. 
The familiar tree-shaped network, for ex-
ample, is a hierarchy. The factory owner 
gives orders to the manager, who gives or-
ders to the foremen, who give orders to the 
workers. Evolution produced phylogenetic 
tree-shaped networks of ancestors and de-
scendants. The original unicellular organ-
isms gave rise to a huge tree of bacteria, 
while another split in the trunk led to our 
small branch of vertebrates, nestled in the 
batch of twigs called mammals.

The tree and the fully connected net-
work sit at extreme ends of a spectrum of 
possible network shapes. Human social life 
can produce complex network shapes, as 
any girl who has ever been to middle school 
knows. Two girls are linked in the network 
by being publicly recognised as friends. The 
popular girls are the hubs of the network, 
with many friends, some of whom are also 
linked to many others, while the loners or 
outsiders have no friends at all. In between 
the hubs and the outsiders, we find the girls 
linked to someone in the golden inner cir-
cle, but also some that have no hope of ever 
being noticed by the anointed.

Wherever a girl’s position in the network 
is, it can be described by how completely 
it is linked to the rest of the network. This 
is called its ‘betweenness centrality’: it de-
notes the number of links between all other 
pairs of nodes that pass through that node. 
The most popular girl is the one that is the 
most linked-in – all bonds of friendship 
eventually pass through her. In my middle 
school, understanding ‘betweenness cen-
trality’ was so complex, and important, that 
one girl kept a notebook tracking day-to-
day changes in the links. By diagramming 
who was friends with whom, it was easy 
to see how close each one was to the Most 
Popular one, the ‘betweenness centrality’ of 
each aspirant to the inner circle. At lunch, 
girls crowded round the owner of the note-
book to see where their name came up that 
day on the list.

Facebook has made many of us into 
middle-school girls, as its features perform 
all these functions, and not just at lunch, 
but 24/7. The software that suggests prod-
ucts for you on Amazon does much the 
same thing. For every product X that you 
buy, it counts up the links, the number of 
times that someone else who bought X also 
bought Y, Z and so on, and gives the prod-
ucts that are most often linked to X. The H 
index on Google Scholar, anxiously moni-
tored by academics and reported to deans 
and tenure committees, is another ver-
sion. Counting up these local links between 
scholars, when one cites the work of anoth-
er, has begun to rule hiring and promotion 
at universities.

The greater the betweenness centrality 
of any node, the more power over the net-
work it exerts. In political terms, if you want 
to rule, set things up so that others cannot 
act without your permission, ie so that your 

betweenness centrality is very high and 
well-enforced. But such power can be un-
dermined by the local; for example, climate 
change cannot be dismissed when every-
one realises it is what they see outside the 
window (Land Talk), and disparate realities 
begin to blend when their adherents en-
gage in face-to-face conversation.

A tacit recognition of the power of a 
well-connected network underlies a wide-
spread fear of ants. What is scary about ants 
on the kitchen counter? A moment’s reflec-
tion should reassure anyone that they are 
indeed much bigger and stronger than even 
hundreds of ants. What is alarming is the 
sense that the ants are all connected and 
working together. But ants function using 
networks of interactions, not as they do in 
horror movies, urged on to attack by malev-
olent leaders. Their effectiveness is not due 
to powerful individuals who are situated to 
influence the behaviour of others.

Ants do very well without any identity; 
nothing distinguishes the hubs from the 
outsiders. Betweenness centrality is not 
important for them: an ant’s interaction 
rate depends only on whether it happens to 
run into others, and ants don’t seem to care 
which other ant they meet. In his novel War 
and Peace (1869), Leo Tolstoy argues that 
local relations among people, rather than 
the military strategy of the generals, allowed 
and then repelled Napoleon’s invasion of 
Russia. As Tolstoy pointed out, rather than 
following orders, people acted like ants.

Highly connected networks trade resil-
iency for security. More connections mean 
easier repair, but also more vulnerability. 
The Internet of Things will soon let your 
phone direct your thermostat and coffee 
machine but not, it is to be hoped, your 
neighbour’s shower. To prevent this will 
require a system that allows local connec-
tions between some nearby devices, but 
prevents others. Ants have this problem, 
too. A few ant species have been observed 
to read the chemical signals of another spe-
cies. This links the networks of both species: 
one finds food and lays a chemical trail; the 
other species hops onto the same trail, and 
can take the food instead.

The first infected person flew to another 
continent, and a worldwide epidemic was 

launched
How a network changes depends not 

just on its shape, but on how quickly and 
how often the local connections shift. 
Neural networks, for example, form links 
slowly, a fact that profoundly influences 
human society. Neurons must grow to find 
others, and the growth of neurons pro-
duces the synapses that carry signals. If 
synapses in neural networks are not used, 
they get pruned, disappearing from the 

axon. Pruning happens much more rap-
idly in young mammals than in old ones; 
networks in the brains of babies are in 
rapid flux. In this way, the time course of 
change in neural networks shapes another 
network, that of the family, which is based 
on the obligation to protect babies while 
their brains are forming, until they can 
protect themselves.

An epidemic is another form of network 
whose time course depends on how links 
are formed, as one sick person infects an-
other. The epidemic spreads most steadily, 
in a widening wave of disease, when eve-
ryone is easily linked to everyone else. If a 
virus can live on door handles, faucets and 
elevator buttons, a quick touch can infect 
passing strangers. The movie Contagion 
(2011) presented a terrifyingly realistic ex-
ample, based on the actual spread of SARS 
in 2002 from a hotel in Hong Kong, of a 
network of infection that spread quickly 
around the world. In the film, a virus pro-
ceeded from a handshake between a chef 
and client, to the waiter who touched the 
client’s glass, and on from there to every-
one who touched any object any of them 
had touched. The first infected person 
went to an airport and flew to another 
continent, and a worldwide epidemic was 
launched.

By contrast, when an infection requires 
special circumstances to be transmitted, 
the time course of an epidemic will be 
slower and more erratic. At first, there is a 
rapid burst in the numbers of sick people, 
as all the hubs, the people who are in a po-
sition to transmit to many people, infect 
everyone they can. After that, the disease 
will ooze out more slowly from those with 
fewer links. For example, for one person to 
infect another with a sexually transmitted 
disease, a lot more has to happen than a 
quick touch of a door handle, and so peo-
ple vary greatly in the numbers they in-
fect. Initially, HIV travelled quickly among 
people who had many sexual contacts, but 
then, in places where people had access to 
information and to condoms to prevent 
transmission, the virus no longer reached 
all the sexual partners of all infected peo-
ple, and its rate of spread slowed. Vaccines 
slow down epidemics not just because the 
vaccine prevents infection, but because 
every person not infected does not then 
spread it herself.

Networks in nature show how, for the 
networks that we engineer and those that 
tie us to each other, the pattern of links at 
the local scale sets the options for stability 
and transformation. Almost everything that 
happens in life is the result of a network. 
Making, or breaking, local links is the way 
to change.

Local Links Run the World
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Sushma arrives in Kathmandu
Kathmandu, Feb. 1 (IANS): Indian External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj arrived here on Thursday on a two-day vis-
it during which she will reach out to CPN-UML leader K.P. 
Oli ahead of government formation in Nepal. State Minis-
ter for Finance Udaya Sumsher Rana, Indian Ambassador 
Manjeev Singh Puri and Nepalese government officials 
welcomed Sushma Swaraj at the Tribhuvan International 
Airport. In the evening, she will begin her engagements 
with a meeting with Oli and a high-level delegation of the 
Communist Partty of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-
UML) leaders. The CPN-UML will host a dinner in honour 
of Sushma Swaraj and her delegation.  The meeting be-
tween the CPN-UML leaders and Sushma Swaraj comes 
at a time when Oli, whose ties with the Indian leadership 
have been cold, will be leading a new government in 
Nepal. Oli in contrast is seen to be friendly towards China. 
After meeting the CPN-UML leaders, the Indian Minister 
will meet Madhes-based leaders.  

Four killed in Uttarakhand accident
Dehradun, Feb. 1 (IANS): Four tourists to Uttarakhand 
were killed and one woman was critically injured when 
their car fell into a canal in Nainital, police said on Thurs-
day. Only one survived the accident. There were six per-
sons in the car. Two of the deceased are from Gujarat and 
were on a holiday to the hill state, a police officer said.  The 
incident occurred late on Wednesday when the driver of 
the Ertiga car lost control and the vehicle plunged into the 
irrigation canal near the Balu Sundari temple in Ramnagar 
area, a police officer told IANS. Relatives of the deceased 
were in another car which was tailing the Ertiga. They 
raised an alarm after which people from the area rushed 
to the rescue of those stuck inside the car. One person 
was pulled out safely. The deceased have been identified 
as Kishnu Sariya, Shanti Swaroop (both from Gujarat) and 
Tej Prakash Arora and Rashmi Arora (both from Kashipur).  
Chanchal Madan was critically injured and was in the ICU.

Boy injured in explosion dies in Kashmir
Srinagar, Feb. 1 (IANS): A 10-year-old boy injured in 
an explosion at the site of a gunfight in Shopian dis-
trict in Jammu and Kashmir succumbed to his injuries 
on Thursday, taking the number killed there to five. 
Musharaf Fayaz was injured on January 25 in Shaigam 
village when an unexploded shell went off during 
debris clearance. The boy was shifted to the super 
specialty Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences 
in Srinagar where he was put on life support system. 
Hospital sources said the boy breathed his last on 
Thursday morning. With his death, five civilians have 
died in the Shopian violence of January 25.  While 
three civilians were killed in Army firing in Ganowpora 
village, a fourth civilian was killed in Shaigam village 
during the gunfight between the security forces and 
militants.

Hillary Clinton to attend conclave in Mumbai
Mumbai, Feb. 1 (IANS): Former US Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton will be one of the speakers at the India Today 
Conclave here in March, organisers said on Thursday. 
‘The Great Churn - Triumphs and Tribulations’ will be the 
theme of the 17th edition of the conclave, to be held 
on March 9 and 10, the India Today Conclave organisers 
said in a statement. Global thought leaders will converge 
at the forum to discuss and debate issues from around 
the world.Clinton, as the Democrat candidate, lost out 
to Donald Trump in the US Presidential election. She has 
in the past made several visits to India, both as Secretary 
of State and as the US First Lady. The Clinton Foundation 
works in villages across India.

Budget 2018: World’s largest govt-funded health 
care programme to benefit 10 crore families 

Kerala HC seeks SC to hear on Feb. 2 pleas seeking 
probe into judge Loya’s death 

CJI brings out new roster, makes categories of matters bench specific

Congress wins Rajasthan 
Assembly seat; leads in 
Lok Sabha seats 

Education Budget up by 6%, 
shrinks in relation to total outlay

Sky is the limit for India-US relationship — Nikki Haley

PTI

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley along with MoS Finance ministers Shiv Pratap Shukla, P 

Union Budget at Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday.

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (PTI): 
The Centre today an-
nounced the world’s largest 
government funded health 
care programme, aimed at 
benefiting 10 crore poor 
families by providing cov-
erage of up to Rs 5 lakh per 
family per year for second-
ary and tertiary care hospi-
talisation.

The National Health 
Protection Scheme, an-
nounced by Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley in his 
Budget for 2018-19, will 
cover approximately 50 
crore people.

Presenting his fifth 
straight budget in the Lok 
Sabha, Jaitley said the 
government will set up 24 
new government medical 
colleges and hospitals by 
upgrading existing district 
hospitals in the country.

Noting that only a 
“swasth Bharat” (healthy 
India) can be a “samriddha 
Bharat” (prosperous India), 
Jaitley said India cannot 
realise its demographic 
dividend without its citi-
zens being healthy.

“We will launch a flag-
ship National Health Pro-
tection Scheme to cover 
over 10 crore poor and vul-
nerable families (approxi-
mately 50 crore benefici-
aries) providing coverage 
up to Rs 5 lakh rupees per 
family per year for second-
ary and tertiary care hospi-
talisation.

“This will be the world’s 
largest government funded 
health care programme. 
Adequate funds will be 
provided for smooth im-
plementation of this pro-
gramme,” the finance min-

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court will 
resume tomorrow hearing 
on the pleas seeking an in-
dependent probe into the 
alleged mysterious death of 
special CBI judge B H Loya, 
who was hearing the sensi-
tive Sohrabuddin Sheikh 
fake encounter case.

Loya had died of car-
diac arrest in Nagpur on 
December 1, 2014, when 
he had gone to attend the 
wedding of a colleague’s 
daughter. The apex court, 
during the last hearing on 
January 22, had dubbed as 
“serious” the issues raised 
in the pleas but had casti-
gated senior lawyer Dushy-
ant Dave for casting as-
persions on BJP president 

Amit Shah in the case.
It had also taken um-

brage at senior advocate 
Indira Jaising for inferring 
a possible gagging of the 
media in the case after 
which she had withdrawn 
her statement. Since then, 
political parties and more 
prominently the Congress 
has been raking up the is-
sue of Loya’s death outside 
the judicial forum and de-
manding an independent 
probe.

The two petitions 
which are pending in the 
apex court have been filed 
by Congress leader Tehseen 
Poonawalla and Mahar-
ashtra-based journalist B S 
Lone. Later, an application 
was filed by former Navy 

chief L Ramdas seeking an 
independent inquiry by a 
panel of retired apex court 
judges and former police 
officers into Loya’s death.

The issue of Loya’s 
death had come under 
the spotlight in November 
last year after media re-
ports quoting his sister had 
fuelled suspicion about the 
circumstances surround-
ing it and its link to the 
Sohrabuddin case.

But Loya’s son had on 
January 14 said in Mumbai 
that his father had died of 
natural causes.

The petitions would 
come up for hearing to-
morrow before a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and justices 

A M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud.

During the hearing on 
January 22, the apex court 
had restrained other high 
courts from entertaining 
any petition with regard 
to Loya’s death and trans-
ferred to itself the petitions 
pending before the Bom-
bay High Court.

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment had produced 
before the court the state-
ments of four district judg-
es, two of whom have been 
appointed as judges in the 
Bombay High Court, say-
ing Loya had died of a heart 
attack and it was they who 
had taken him to hospital 
on the morning of Decem-
ber 1, 2014.

Kochi, Feb. 1 (PTI): The 
Kerala High Court today 
sought clarification from 
theKerala government on 
the acquittal of NCP MLA 
and former Kerala minister 
A K Saseendran of sexual 
harassment charges.

Considering a plea filed 
by a woman seeking to set 
aside the lower court order 
acquitting Saseendran, 
Justice Sunil Thomas di-
rected the government to 
explain the circumstances 
that led to withdraw the 
case against him.

The state government 
raised doubts on the genu-
ineness of the petitioner’s 
address. The court also 
asked government to 
probe this aspect also.

Petitioner Mahalak-
shmi was present in the 
court today. In her petition, 
Mahalakshmi alleged that 
Saseendran influenced the 
woman who levelled the 
sexual harassment charg-
es and pressured her for 
settlement in the case in 
the chief judicial magis-
trate’s court at Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

She alleged that the 
magistrate showed ‘undue 
consideration’ in disposing 
of the case by advancing it 
out of turn by discharging 
the accused in a hurried 
manner.

The magistrate court 
had acquitted Saseendran, 

holding that no case had 
been made out against him 
that warranted conviction.

The case, an off-shoot 
of a sleaze audio tape row 
involving Saseendran and 
the woman, had taken a 
new turn with the latter 
reversing her statement in 
court that he had misbe-
haved with her.

She had also stated 
during cross examination 
that she was not sure about 
whether the “person on the 
other side of the phone” 
was Saseendran.

A PIL was filed in the 
same court on the day of 
the verdict, stating that the 
woman journalist might 
have reversed her state-
ment due to “fear” and that 
proceedings should not be 
closed.

The chief judicial mag-
istrate had rejected the 
plea, stating that it was a 
matter between the two 
persons and a third person 
cannot interfere.

The case was registered 
against Saseendran after 
the woman filed a com-
plaint, in which she stated 
that he had misbehaved 
with her when she met 
him for an interview at his 
office.

Saseendran resigned as 
minister in March 2017 and 
Thomas Chandy, the other 
MLA of the party, replaced 
him as transport minister.

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): In a de-
parture from past practice where 
any matter could be allocated to any 
bench, Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra on Thursday issued a new ros-
ter indicating the nature of cases that 
would be listed before 12 benches - a 
move being seen as addressing the 
grievance of the four rebel judges.

The new roster will come into 
force from February 5.

While PILs would be listed only 
before the bench headed by Chief 
Justice Misra, there is an overlapping 
of work assigned to different benches 
- as social justice matters would be 
listed both before the bench of CJI 
and that headed by Justice Madan 
B. Lokur.

Similarly, matters relating to re-

ligious and charitable endowments 
will be listed before six different 
benches. If bench headed by Justice 
Lokur is essentially seen as social 
justice bench, the bench headed by 
Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman is be-
ing viewed as one largely dealing with 
corporate matters rooted in company 
law, mercantile law and commercial 
transactions.

Besides the letter petitions and 
the PILs, the Chief Justice’s bench 
will hear matters relating to habeas 
corpus, elections, arbitrations, crimi-
nal and all ordinary civil matters, 
contempt of court, appointment 
of constitutional functionaries and 
law officers, and the commission of 
enquiry. Similarly, Justice J. Chela-
meswar, the second senior most 

judge after CJI, will hear petitions 
relating to 14 category of cases.

On January 12, the four rebel 
judges -- Justices Chelameswar, Ran-
jan Gogoi, Lokur and Kurian Joseph 
- had in an unprecedented press 
conference alleged arbitrary alloca-
tion of work by the CJI and demanded 
transparency.

There are at present 12 benches 
headed by Chief Justice Misra, Jus-
tice Chelameswar, Justice Gogoi, 
Justice Lokur, Justice Joseph, Justice 
A.K.Sikri, Justice S.A.Bobde, Justice 
R.K.Agrawal, Justice N.V.Ramana, 
Justice Arun Mishra, Justice A.K.Goel 
and Justice Nariman.

The bench headed by Justice Sikri 
will exclusively hear appeals against 
the orders of statutory bodies.

Washington, Feb. 1 (PTI): Sky is 
the limit for the US-India rela-
tionship and President Donald 
Trump is keen to see the two 
countries doing more together, 
US Ambassador to the UN Nikki 
Haley has said.

Haley’s remarks came during 
her luncheon meeting with the 
Indian Ambassador to the US, 
Navtej Singh Sarna, at his resi-
dence on Tuesday.

Praising Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for being aggres-
sive in pursuing economic and 
administrative reforms, Haley 
told a select gathering of Indian-
Americans that the Trump ad-
ministration has also undertaken 

a similar operation.
“It makes sense for the two 

democracies, having so much 
in common values to work to-
gether,” the Indian-American 
diplomat said.

Haley, 46, is the first ever Cab-
inet-ranking Indian- American in 
any US presidential administra-
tion.

Haley said when she entered 
the Trump administration, she 
desperately wanted to see the 
US-India relations to be very 
strong “which wasn’t the case 
during the last two presidencies”.

“It didn’t make sense to me 
because when you look at the 
values, they’re the same. When 

you look at the work ethics and 
what they believe from a corpo-
rate standpoint -- the same.

When you look at the re-
search and all the things that we 
do, these two democracies have 
so much in common,” she said.

“We’re seeing a growing inter-
est, and a growing relationship 
and seeing that happen. The 
president is very very fond of 
what is happening with India, 
growing that relationship trying 
to make sure that we do more 
with India,” Haley said.

“I think that sky’s the limit 
now. We are going to continue to 
try and show the values of India 
to the United States and continue 

trying to show the values of the 
US to India,” she said.Haley said 
Modi was aggressively pursuing 
reforms and changes in India.

“He very much wants to 
streamline and do all of these 
reforms, that are very true for this 
(Trump) administration too. So 
I think it’s a good combination 
to have them (Trump- Modi) 
together,” Haley said.

In his remarks, Sarna de-
scribed Haley as the “star” of the 
Trump administration.

“It is always a delight to see 
the sense of pride that Ambassa-
dor Haley has in her Indian roots, 
and the high value she attaches to 
the India-US relationship even as 

she plays such a prominent role 
in the American political sphere,” 
Sarna told PTI.Sarna said Haley’s 
story really showed that “can’t is 
not an option”.

“Coming from a family of 
immigrants, coming from a rela-
tively small rural town and mov-
ing so quickly to hold the post 
of governor was in itself a huge 
achievement,” said Sarna.Haley 
before her posting at the UN had 
served as the governor of South 
Carolina.

“From there to here when 
over the last one year we have 
seen you become, if I may say so, 
the star of this administration,” 
he said.

ister said while presenting 
the budget for 2018-19.

Jaitley said his gov-
ernment has decided to 
take health protection to 
a “more aspirational level” 
and observed that several 
state governments have 
also implemented or sup-
plemented health protec-
tion schemes with varying 
coverage plans.

The present Rashtriya 
Swasthya Bima Yojana 
(RSBY) provides annual 
coverage of only Rs 30,000 
to poor families.

Lakhs of families in In-
dia have to borrow or sell 
assets to receive indoor 
treatment in hospitals, he 
said, emphasising that 
his government is seri-
ously concerned about 
such poor and vulnerable 
families.

To further enhance ac-
cessibility of quality medi-
cal education and health 
care, the government will 
set up 24 new government 
medical colleges and hos-
pitals by upgrading exist-
ing district hospitals in 
the country, the finance 
minister announced.

He said the National 
Health Policy 2017 envi-
sioned health and wellness 
centres as the foundation 
of India’s health system.

He committed Rs 1,200 
crore for the National 
Health Policy. This would 
go towards 1.5 lakh health 
and wellness centres to 
bring health care closer to 
the homes of people.

“These centres will also 
provide free essential drugs 
and diagnostic services. I 
am committing Rs 1,200 

crore in this budget for 
this flagship programme. 
I also invite contribution 
of private sector through 
CSR and philanthropic in-
stitutions in adopting these 
centres,” he said.

Jaitley also announced 
two major initiatives as 
part of the ‘Ayushman 
Bharat’ programme aimed 
at making path breaking 
interventions to address 
health holistically, in the 
primary, secondary and 
tertiary care system and 
covering both prevention 
and health promotion.

The two “far-reaching” 
initiatives under Ayush-
man Bharat will build a 
New India 2022 and en-
sure enhanced productiv-
ity, well-being and avert 
wage loss and impoverish-
ment.

Jaipur, Feb. 1 (IANS): In a 
spectacular showing, the 
Congress on Thursday 
wrested the Mandalgarh 
Assembly seat in Rajas-
than from the BJP and 
was on the road to victo-
ry in both the Ajmer and 
Alwar Lok Sabha seats in 
the state, sparking wild 
celebrations.

Hundreds of Con-
gress activists burst fire-
crackers and danced to 
drum beats outside the 
party office here as its 
candidate Vivek Dhakar 
trounced Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s Shakti Singh 
Hada by 12,976 votes. 
Many amongst them 
distributed sweets.

While Dhakar got 
70,146 votes, Hada se-
cured 57,170 in the by-
election held on January 
29, Election Commission 
officials said.  The elec-
tion followed the death 
of BJP MLA Kirti Kumari 
due to swine flu in Au-
gust last year.

In Ajmer, with 61 per 
cent of the vote count 
over, Raghu Sharma of 
the Congress was lead-
ing by 77,868 votes by 
securing 391,754 votes. 
The BJP’s Ram Swaroop 
Lamba had got 313,706 
votes.

In Alwar, after 82 per 
cent of the vote count 
done with, Karan Singh 
Yadav of the Congress 
was leading by 144,914 
votes. He had garnered 
520,434 votes, leaving 
behind Jaswant Singh Ya-
dav of the BJP at 375,520 
votes.

Congress candidates 
led from the beginning 
in vote count in both 

the Lok Sabha seats and 
edged past the BJP in 
Mandalgarh after initial-
ly trailing at the second 
spot. 

A total of 42 candi-
dates were in the fray 
in the three seats, all of 
which were held by the 
BJP. There were 23 con-
testants in Ajmer and 11 
in Alwar.

The elections to the 
Lok Sabha constituen-
cies were necessitated by 
the deaths of Sanwarlal 
Jat (Ajmer) and Mahant 
Chand Nath Yogi (Alwar). 

With Assembly elec-
tions scheduled later this 
year in Rajasthan, Con-
gress leaders insisted 
that the verdict was a 
rejection of the BJP.

Congress leader and 
former union minister 
Sachin Pilot demanded 
Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Vasundhara Raje’s 
resignation on moral 
grounds.

He said the BJP, after 
failing to woo the vot-
ers on the strength of 
religion, tried to polarize 
voters on caste lines but 
failed to fool the young 
voters.

“Young people in this 
country have realized 
that the politics of po-
larization doesn’t work,” 
he said. “The high-hand-
edness and arrogance 
(of the BJP) has been 
rejected.”

Congress leader and 
former Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot said the 
results were a precursor 
to the 2019 general elec-
tions. “This by-election 
is a vote against BJP’s 
divisive politics.”

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley increased the 
allocation for education 
during 2018-19 by 6.68 per 
cent from last year to Rs 
85,000 crore but its share 
has shrunk in relation to 
the total outlay.

The total budget alloca-
tion for education -- higher 
and school education -- 
was an increase from last 
year’s Rs 79,685 crore. How-
ever, the education sector 
was accorded 3.48 per cent 
of the total budgetary allo-
cation for the fiscal, against 
last year’s 3.71 per cent. 

School  educat ion 
was allocated Rs 50,000 
crore up from last year’s 
Rs 46,356 crore. This sec-
tion comprises Centrally-
sponsored Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan, Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
and Mid Day Meal. 

For the higher educa-
tion, the amount allocated 
was Rs 35,010 crore, in-
creasing from last year’s Rs 
33,330 crore.

A major funding spike 
was witnessed in the fund 
set aside for the Higher 
Education Funding Agency 
(HEFA), which was accord-
ed Rs 2,750 crore, up from 
Rs 250 crore previous year. 

The government cut 
down slightly on the 
budget for the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology to 
Rs 6,326 from Rs 7,856 
crore of last year, while 
keeping it same for the 

Indian Institutes of Man-
agement (almost) at Rs 
1,036 crore from Rs 1,030 
crore in 2017-18.

The allocation for 
scholarships for college 
and university students 
was increased by Rs 20 
crore to Rs 340 crore.

Not dissatisfied with 
the budget allocation 
overall, IIT Delhi Di-
rector V. Ramgopal Rao 
told IANS that so long as 
they can get funds lever-
aged through HEFA, they 
would be okay. 

“Our major expenses 
are on the infrastructure 
support... if that money 
keeps coming through 
HEFA, things will eventu-
ally be better... We have 
raised Rs 200 crore loan 
through the scheme and 
we are required to repay it 
from our internal resources 
in 10 years... which is per-
fect for us,” he said. 

Jaitley also announced 
a “major” investment to 
fund research infrastruc-
ture in the country to the 
tune of 1 lakh crore over the 
next four years. 

“To set up investment 
in research and related in-
frastructure of premier in-
stitutions, including health 
institutions, I propose to 
launch major initiative 
called the Revitalising of 
Infrastructure and System 
in Education ‘RISE’ by 2022 
with a total investment of 
Rs 1 lakh crore over four 
years.



9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Friday, February 2, 2018

Wais Ahmed Barmak

FBI, White House clash over 
controversial Republican memo 

PLO slams US for listing 
Hamas leader as a terrorist

Afghanistan says it has proof 
attackers trained in Pakistan 

Xi meets May, calls for better tiesIndian American lawmakers slam 
Trump’s ‘anti-immigrant rhetoric’

NEWS IN BRIEF
Petrol bomb thrown at Suu Kyi’s 
residential compound
Yangon, Feb. 1 (IANS): A petrol bomb was thrown into 
Myanmar State Counsellor and de facto leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s residential compound here on Thursday, an 
official said. Suu Kyi was in Nay Pyi Taw at the time of the 
incident and there were no casualties, Director-General 
of the State Counsellor office U Zaw Htay told Xinhua 
news agency. “We were able to put out the fire in time,” 
he said. Authorities were searching for the perpetrator, 
the report said.

Pakistan minister, wife found dead
Karachi, Feb. 1 (IANS): A senior Pakistani provincial 
minister, Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani, and his wife were 
on Thursday found dead at their house in the port city 
Karachi, police said. Bijarani, a veteran leader of the 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), was the Planning and 
Development Minister in Sindh province, the Dawn 
reported. Bijarani and his wife Fariha Razzaq, who was 
a journalist, were found dead in their bedroom, the 
door to which was locked. The cause of death is yet to 
be ascertained. He had served both in the federal and 
provincial governments.

Myanmar killings have hallmarks of 
genocide — UN official
Seoul, Feb. 1 (IANS): The UN Special Rapporteur on 
Myanmar on Thursday repeated allegations that the 
killings of Rohingyas by the Myanmar Army bear “the 
hallmarks of a genocide”. At a press briefing in Seoul 
where she is based, Yanghee Lee described her visit to the 
refugee camps in Bangladesh and other areas in the region 
to discuss the crisis, Efe news reported.  At least 688,000 
Rohingyas have fled Rakhine state to neighbouring 
Bangladesh since the Myanmar military launched an 
offensive in response to rebel attacks on government 
outposts on August 25 last year. Lee said that Myanmar’s 
actions were “amounting to crimes against humanity.” 
“These are part of the hallmarks of a genocide,” she said. 
The Myanmar Army has been accused of committing 
human rights abuses by NGOs and refugees, while the UN 
said there were signs of “ethnic cleansing”.

11 killed in fire at nursing home in Japan
Tokyo, Feb. 1 (IANS): Eleven people were killed and 
three injured in a fire at a social welfare center for elderly 
people in Japan late Wednesday night. The Japanese 
authorities are investigating the cause of the fire at the 
facility in Sapporo in Hokkaido, while more than 40 fire 
trucks, ambulances and police cars have been deployed 
to the scene after a person alerted the emergency 
services that there was smoke coming out of the center, 
Efe reported. At the time of the event, the facility was 
accommodating 16 people, its maximum capacity. The 
identities of eight men and three women who died 
are still unknown. Another five residents were rescued 
alive, but three men between 50 and 80 years old were 
injured, although not seriously, and had to be taken to 
hospital. The facility, a social welfare center designed 
to provide shelter for low-income people who have 
no family to care for them, was completely destroyed 
by the fire despite efforts to extinguish it, according 
to the firefighting team. The victims were all residents 
of the center because no worker normally spends the 
night at the facility, according to information from the 
organisation.

 Morocco arrests seven IS supporters
Rabat, Feb .1 (IANS): Moroccan security services have 
dismantled a terror cell of seven supporters of the 
Islamic State (IS) terror group, the Interior Ministry said 
on Thursday. The cell was operating in the northern 
cities of Tangier and Meknes. Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the cell was supporting and disseminating 
the propaganda of IS. The suspects were plotting to 
attack civilians and properties as well as to join a branch 
of the IS, a Ministry statement said. The security services 
seized various electronic devices and weapons in 
addition to books and manuscripts promoting extremist 
ideology.

Indian-origin CEO in US indicted for bribery
Washington, Feb. 1 (IANS): An Indian-American owner 
and CEO of an IT firm in the US city of Detroit has been 
indicted for his alleged role in orchestrating a scheme to 
bribe a city official to obtain benefits for his company, 
the Justice Department said. Parimal D. Mehta, 54, 
of Northville, Michigan, was charged in a 11-count 
indictment with five counts of honest services mail and 
wire fraud, one count of federal programme bribery 
and five counts of unlawfully using interstate facilities to 
commit bribery, said Acting Assistant Attorney General 
John P. Cronan on Wednesday.  Between 2009 to 
August 2016, Mehta made multiple cash payments to 
Charles L. Dodd, the former Director of Detroit’s Office 
of Departmental Technology Services, according to the 
indictment.  Mehta is also alleged to have employed 
Dodd’s family members at his firm FutureNet and its 
subsidiaries. Dodd previously pleaded guilty to bribery 
on September 27, 2016. The indictment alleged 
that Mehta paid the bribes to Dodd in exchange for 
preferential treatment for his company, which received 
$7.5 million from Detroit in 2015 and 2016.  

Gas poisoning kills nine in China
Beijing, Feb. 1 (IANS): A leakage of poisonous gas killed 
nine people at an iron and steel plant in Liupanshui city 
in China’s Guizhou province, authorities said on Thursday. 
The accident occurred on Wednesday evening when 
workers were conducting an overhaul of the generator 
boiler at the Shougang Shuicheng Iron and Steel Co Ltd, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

Train carrying US lawmakers 
crashes— 1 dead
Washington, Feb. 1 (IANS): A train carrying dozens of 
US lawmakers, including House Speaker Paul Ryan, to 
their legislative retreat in West Virginia has crashed, 
leaving one person dead, media reports said. The train 
carrying several Republican members of the Congress 
hit a truck in Crozet, Virginia, outside Charlottesville at 
11.20 a.m. on Wednesday, Amtrak said in a statement. 
The driver of the truck was killed, President Donald 
Trump said confirming that all Congressmen and their 
families were safe.  Six injured were transported to a 
medical centre, with one in critical condition, the CNN 
reported. One of them was discharged. The lawmakers 
and their families were “OK, with the exception of a 
few minor injuries”, CNN quoted sources as saying. 
Jason Lewis the Republican from Minnesota was taken 
to the hospital for a potential concussion. Republican 
members on the train, which left Washington’s 
Union Station, were on their way to a retreat at The 
Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 

Washington, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
The FBI has clashed with 
US President Donald 
Trump over a Republican 
intelligence memo, fur-
thering the rift between 
the leader and the agency 
probing Russian meddling 
in the 2016 presidential 
election.

The memo apparently 
accuses the Justice Depart-
ment and the agency of 
abusing a surveillance pro-
gramme known as the For-
eign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act (Fisa) during the 
2016 election campaign.

Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation Director Chris-
topher Wray on Wednesday 
sent a striking signal to the 
White House, issuing a rare 
public warning that the 
memo omits key informa-
tion that could impact its 
veracity. 

The move set up an 
ugly confrontation be-
tween Wray and Trump, 
who already has fired one 
FBI Director and has re-
peatedly expressed a desire 
to remove the Attorney 

General and others con-
nected to the Russia inves-
tigation.

The President wants 
the memo released and 
told his advisers that he 
believes it makes the case 
that the FBI and Justice 
Department officials acted 
inappropriately when they 
sought the highly-classified 
warrant in October 2016 on 
campaign adviser Carter 
Page, the New York Times 
reported.

“We have grave con-
cerns about the material 
omissions of fact that fun-
damentally impact the 
memo’s accuracy,” the FBI 
said.

On Wednesday, White 
House chief of staff John 
Kelly predicted the memo 
would be released “pretty 
quick” and that “the whole 
world will see it”. 

Trump himself was 
overheard telling a Repub-
lican congressman after 
the State of the Union ad-
dress he will “100 per cent” 
release the memo.

Democrats made a last-
minute attempt to halt the 
process on late Wednesday. 

Democrat Represent-
ative Adam B. Schiff on 
the Intelligence Commit-
tee sent a letter to Repre-
sentative Devin Nunes, 
its Republican chairman, 

charging that the Repub-
licans had made “mate-
rial changes” to the memo 
after voting to release it on 
Monday.

The changes, Schiff 
said, meant that the com-
mittee should halt the re-
view process and vote on 
the new, altered memo.

However, the Repub-
licans rejected Schiff ’s 
charge, saying that it was a 
“strange attempt to thwart 
publication of the memo”.

The Justice Depart-
ment has warned repeat-
edly that the memo, pre-
pared by Republican staff 
members on the House 
Intelligence Committee, 
is “misleading” and that 
its release would set a bad 
precedent for making gov-
ernment secrets public, in-
cluding sensitive sources of 
information and methods 
of intelligence gathering. 

FBI officials said the 
President “was prioritiz-
ing politics over national 
security and is putting 
the bureau’s reputation 
at risk”.

Jerusalem, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
The Secretary General 
of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Saeb Erekat on Thursday 
slammed the US decision 
to add Islamic Hamas 
movement leader Ismail 
Haniyeh to its “terrorist 
list”.

“PLO rejects and con-
demns the US finance 
department’s decision 
to add Islamic Hamas 
movement chief Ismail 
Haniyeh to the terrorist 
list,” Erekat said in a press 
statement, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

He urged an end to 
internal divisions and the 
achievement of national 
unity in order to protect 
the national project to 
fight back the “schemes 
that aim at liquidating this 
national project.”

The US State Depart-
ment on Wednesday add-
ed Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh to its terrorist 
list.

Haniyeh, leader and 
chief of the Political Bu-
reau of Hamas, was des-
ignated as Specially Des-
ignated Global Terrorists 

(SDGTs) together with 
three other groups.

All of their properties 
and interests in property 
subject to US jurisdic-
tion will be blocked, and 
US citizens are generally 
prohibited from engaging 
in any transactions with 
them. They will also be 
denied access to the US 
financial system.

Hamas leaders said 
they considered the US 
decision “ridiculous”.

“This will never break 
our determination to car-
ry on with resistance and 
stick to it until getting rid 
of the Israeli occupation,” 
said Hamas spokesman in 
Gaza Hazem Qassem.

In 1997 Hamas was 
designated as a Foreign 
Terrorist Organisation 
and in 2001 as an SDGT 
by the US.

The US State Depart-
ment said Haniyeh “has 
reportedly been involved 
in terrorist attacks against 
Israeli citizens”.

It added that Hamas 
has been responsible for 
the death of 17 US citi-
zens killed in terrorist at-
tacks.

Kabul, Feb. 1 (PTI/AP): 
Afghanistan has given 
neighboring Pakistan con-
fessions and other proof 
that the militants who car-
ried out a recent series of 
attacks were trained in 
Pakistan and that Taliban 
leaders there are allowed 
to roam freely, the Afghan 
interior minister said to-
day.

Wais Ahmed Barmak 
told a news conference the 
evidence was presented 
at a meeting a day ear-
lier in the Pakistani capi-
tal, Islamabad. Afghani-
stan’s spy chief, Masoom 
Stanekzai, also attended 
the meeting, along with 
senior Pakistani military 
and intelligence officials.

Stanekzai, addressing 
the same news confer-
ence, said Afghanistan 
laid out its proof and asked 
Pakistan to take action to 
prevent further attacks. 
There was no immediate 
comment from Pakistan, 
which has expressed con-
dolences over the recent 
attacks. A Pakistani del-
egation is due in Kabul on 
Saturday.

Beijing, Feb 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Beijing criticised the “out-
dated Cold War mental-
ity” of the United States 
today after President Don-
ald Trump named China 
among threats to American 
values in his State of the 
Union address.

In recent weeks, US of-
ficials have laid the ground-
work for a strategic pivot 
that envisions a world of 
renewed great power com-
petition with the likes of 
Russia and China.

In his State of the Un-

ion address to Congress 
and the nation on Tuesday, 
Trump described Moscow 
and Beijing as challenging 
“our interests, our economy, 
and our values”.

In Beijing today, Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang said the 
common interests of the US 
and China “far outweigh our 
differences and disagree-
ments”.

A steady relationship 
with the United States is 
“also in the interest of the 
whole world,” Li said after 
meeting with British Prime 

Minister Theresa May.
“China hopes that the 

United States will work with 
us and continue to view 
this relationship in a posi-
tive overall perspective,” 
he said.

“We hope the US side 
can abandon the outdated 
Cold War mentality to work 
for the shared goal with 
China of properly manag-
ing our differences and 
upholding the steady de-
velopment of China-US 
relations,” she told a regular 
press briefing.

Seoul, Feb. 1 (PTI/AP): The UN special 
envoy on human rights in Myanmar said 
today that the Myanmar military’s vio-
lent operations against Rohingya Mus-
lims bear “the hallmarks of a genocide.” 

Yanghee Lee told reporters in Seoul, 
where she is based, that she couldn’t 
make a definitive declaration about 
genocide until a credible international 
tribunal or court had weighed the evi-
dence, but “we are seeing signs and it is 
building up to that.” 

Her briefing described her recent 
visit to refugee camps in Bangladesh and 

other areas in the region to discuss the 
Rohingya, a percecuted Muslim minority 
in Myanmar. Nearly 700,000 Rohingya 
have fled their villages into Bangladesh 
since the Myanmar military’s crackdown 
following Aug 25 attacks by Rohingya 
insurgents. The government of Myanmar 
has refused her entrance to the country.

She said such reports must be in-
vestigated, “and this is why we’ve called 
for a fact finding mission ... and access 
for international media to” the areas in 
northern Rakhine state where the Ro-
hingya live.

Beijing, Feb. 1 (IANS): Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
met visiting British Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
on Thursday, calling on 
both countries to forge an 
enhanced version of the 
“Golden Era” bilateral ties.

During their meet-
ing at the Diaoyutai State 
Guesthouse, Xi said peace, 
development and win-win 
cooperation have become 
the mainstream of the 
times, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

May hailed improved 
trading links between 
the two nations and said: 
“I’m very pleased with the 
people-to-people links we 
have been able to build on 
in education and in culture 
too.”

Secondly, both sides 
should work together to 
promote economic and 
trade cooperation.

Thirdly, China and 
Britain should enhance 
exchange and cooperation 

within multilateral insti-
tutions such as the UN, 
G20 and the World Trade 
Organization to address 
global challenges.

Xi and May also agreed 
to cooperate in the fight 
against illegal trafficking 
of animals. “I am proud of 
the agreement that the UK 
and China have made to 
boost our cooperation in 
the fight against the illegal 
ivory trade,” the British 
leader said.

The plan for joint ac-
tion comes a month after 
a law banning ivory trade 
and its derivative products 
came into effect in China.

This is May’s first of-
ficial visit to China since 
she took office in 2016. She 
kicked off her three-day 
visit to China in the central 
city of Wuhan on Wednes-
day and held an annual 
meeting between heads 
of government. Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang was 
also present.

Sydney, Feb. 1 (IANS): Amnesty Interna-
tional on Thursday criticised the Austral-
ian government for moving the refugees 
on Manus island, in the north of Papua 
New Guinea, from one hellish situation 
to another and prolonging the violation 
of their rights.

In 2017, the Supreme Court of Papua 
New Guinea declared the Australian-run 
detention complex for asylum seekers 
on Manus island illegal and ordered its 
closure on October 31.

Many of the immigrants occupying 
the facility opposed the court decision 
and refused to leave, which subsequent-
ly led the Papuan police and military to 
forcibly evict them from the compound 
a month after the deadline imposed by 
the court, Efe news reported.

The asylum seekers were transferred 
to a new shelter in the town of Lorengau 
but were deemed unwelcome by the 
locals.

Amnesty International, which based 
its report -- “Punishment not protection: 
Australia’s treatment of refugees and asy-
lum seekers in Papua New Guinea” -- on 
interviews with 55 asylum seekers and 
refugees on the remote island, criticised 
these temporary detention facilities as 
“inadequate”.

“Moving refugees and asylum seek-
ers from one hellish situation to another 
is not a solution, it is just prolonging 
these desperate men’s suffering,” said 
Kate Schuetze, Amnesty International’s 

Pacific Researcher.
“The new centres on Manus island 

are not just a safety risk but also leave 
those who live there without basic serv-
ices,” the researcher said.

Schuetze urged the Australian gov-
ernment to “end its cruel offshore de-
tention policies and immediately bring 
refugees and asylum seekers to Australia 
or to a safe third country”.

The human rights organisation re-
iterated its complaint about the lack of 
treatment for mental health problems, 
estimating that about 88 per cent of 
those detained on the island suffered 
from depression or post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

Many of the asylum seekers on 
Manus island and Nauru have fled con-
flicts in Afghanistan, Darfur, Pakistan, 
Somalia and Syria. 

Almost all of the immigrants on the 
island, including those with refugee 
status, lack identity documents which 
restricts their freedom of movement as 
well as limits their chances of finding 
employment.

The Manus detention centre and 
another facility in Nauru, in the Pacific, 
opened after Australia reactivated its 
controversial policy of processing asy-
lum applications in third countries in 
2012.

Activists and foreign media have 
been banned from visiting the detention 
compound in Nauru by authorities.

Washington, Feb. 1 (IANS): Promi-
nent Indian-American lawmakers 
have slammed US President Donald 
Trump’s first State of Union address 
in which he equated young immi-
grants with members of the brutal 
criminal gang MS-13.

In his 80-minute speech in the 
House chamber of the Capitol, 
Trump offered to legalise those 
who were brought into the country 
illegally as children -- referred to 
as “Dreamers” and ultimately give 
them citizenship, while cracking 
down on criminal gangs as part of 
his reform package to “bring our 
immigration system into the 21st 
century”. Trump led into his immi-
gration plan on Tuesday by recogniz-
ing two families from Long Island 
whose daughters had been killed by 
members of MS-13 gang.

He has called on the Congress 
to come together to enact sweeping 
immigration reforms that introduce 
a merit-based system while ending 
the inflow of extended family mem-

bers and building a wall to safeguard 
the borders.

Reacting strongly to the speech 
on Wednesday, first Indian-Amer-
ican to serve in the US Senator 
Kamala Harris said: “MS-13 is an 
example of some of the worst crimi-
nal gang behaviour,” but, “to equate 
that with Dreamers was completely 
irresponsible”. 

“It was scapegoating and it was 
fear-mongering and it was wrong,” 
she said.  “Dreamers” became eligi-
ble for protection from deportation 
under the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) programme 
that former President Obama set 
up in 2012. “Dreamers should not 
be used as a bargaining chip or 
held hostage in exchange for anti-
immigrant policies,” Harris tweeted.

Congresswoman Pramila Jaya-
pal, who boycotted the address, also 
ridiculed Trump’s rhetoric on im-
migrants and called it “outrageous”.

“The President’s rhetoric was 
absurd. He wants to slash legal im-

migration and conflate immigrant 
families with terrorists and criminals 
and drains on our economy,” Jayapal 
tweeted. Congressman Ro Khanna 
said: “Trump talked about immigra-
tion. His perception is flawed. Real 
lives are at stake, and I will not stop 
fighting for the 800,000 Dreamers 
who deserve nothing less than a 
clean DREAM Act.”

Congressman Raja Krishna-
moorthi said he wished that “Trump 
governed with the same tone of 
promise and cooperation that he 
used at times during his speech. 

“If only the first year of his presi-
dency had focused on infrastructure, 
investments in workforce develop-
ment, and career and technical 
education, what a different political 
moment we would all be living in 
today,” he said.

Voicing his support for immi-
grants, Democratic US Representa-
tive Ami Bera said: “We are a nation 
of immigrants and that should be 
celebrated.”

Nearly 200 people have 
been killed over the past 
month in attacks claimed 
by the Taliban and a rival 
Islamic State affiliate. Af-
ghan authorities say they 
detained one of the gun-
men who attacked a mili-
tary academy on Monday, 
killing 11 people in an as-
sault claimed by IS.

Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan have long accused 
each other of failing to 
combat militants oper-
ating along their porous 
border.

The Afghan officials 
said some of the latest 

evidence came from con-
fessions by captured mili-
tants. They said they told 
the Pakistani side that 
some of the militants had 
been trained at Islamic 
seminaries in the Pakistani 
border town of Chaman.

Earlier in the week, 
Afghanistan’s UN envoy 
Mahmoud Saikal tweeted 
that the father of one of the 
insurgents involved in the 
bloody January 20 assault 
on Kabul’s Intercontinent-
al Hotel “conceded his son 
was trained in Chaman” 
by Pakistan’s InterServices 
Intelligence.
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An animated movie based on the iconic “Mario” video game franchise -- about plumbers 
Mario and Luigi -- is in the early stages. Illumination Entertainment reached an agree-
ment with Nintendo to produce the film, reports variety.com. A tweet from Nintendo 
read: “Nintendo and Illumination are partnering on a movie starring Mario, co-produced 
by Shigeru Miyamoto and Chris Meledandri!” Miyamoto is the creator of Mario and 
many other Nintendo properties, and Meledandri is the owner of Illumination Entertain-
ment, along with Universal Studios. Illumination has produced the “Despicable Me” 
series, “Minions,” and “The Secret Life of Pets.” Nintendo agreed in 2015 with Univer-
sal Parks and Resorts to build attractions based on Nintendo characters, including Mario 
and Luigi. Nintendo made a deal that spawned 1993’s live-action “Super Mario Bros”, 
starring Bob Hoskins, John Leguizamo and Dennis Hopper. But the film didn’t do well 
at the box office. (IANS)

Animated ‘Mario’ movie in the works

Stars to wear black at BAFTA in 
support of Time’s Up movement

H
ollywood stars who 
will be attending the 
BAFTA Film Awards 
have been urged to 
wear black to the 

event in support of Time’s Up 
movement.

The 
Golden 
Globes 
Awards, 
which 
were 
held last 
month, 
witnessed 
a rare 
moment 
in histo- ry 
with many promi-
nent Hollywood A-listers, including 
men, donning black and Time’s 
Up pin to protest against gender 
inequality and sexual harassment 
in Hollywood.

This was followed by Grammy 
Awards where the stars turned up 
wearing a white rose to support the 
cause of gender equality.

Now, according to a letter sent 
by a “collective of UK based female 
film and television industry lead-
ers”, the attendees have been asked 
to follow suit and wear black.

“With BAFTA being the first 
major film awards ceremony 
in Europe this year, we feel it is 
important to make a statement to 
show global solidarity and that the 
issue is not being forgotten, and to 
join hands with people across all 
industries who have experienced 
inequality and abuse,” the letter 
stated, reported Deadline. 

“Wearing black is a strong, 

unifying and simple statement a 
physical and visual representation 
of our solidarity with people across 
all industries who have experi-
enced sexual harassment and 
abuse or have been held back due 
to an imbalance in power. It is also 
the easiest colour for the majority 
to wear and feel comfortable in,” it 
added.

The letter also states that more 
than half of all women in the UK 
experienced sexual harassment at 
work and figure rises to two thirds 

for women between the ages of 18 
to 24.

“We hope that those of us who 
are privileged enough to have a 
platform, can use it to raise aware-
ness of the experiences of women 
beyond our industry, whose 
experiences are often silenced and 
marginalised,” it added. 

The ‘Time’s Up’ campaign was 
launched 

by power-
ful Hol-
lywood 
women 
to fight 

against 
sexual harassment in wake of Har-
vey Weinstein scandal.

A New York Times article first 
exposed Weinstein’s history of 
sexual misconduct, encouraging 
powerful women to open up about 
the producer. 

The expose had a domino effect 
with other major names such as 
Kevin Spacey, Brett Ratner, James 
Toback, Jeremy Piven and Dustin 
Hoffman being accused of similar 
misdeeds.

PTI

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Eastern Mirror: What is your musical 
background? Talk us through your musi-
cal journey.

Kilang Zulu: I am pretty much a self-
taught musician. I did couple of very short 
music classes here and there but since I was 
musically looking for something different 
from what was out there, I worked hard to 
teach myself. Singing was my first passion 
so most of the time I would lock my room, 
blast the music system and try to imitate my 
favourite singers. Thinking about that now 
makes me feel really sorry for my family and 
neighbours � because they had to put up 
with that for years.

Eastern Mirror: You have been 
the front man of a rock band 
called ‘Faith’ and ‘Heritage’ 
and undoubtedly musi-
cians from Nagaland owe 
you for showing passion 
for music and produc-
ing good music. How 
did you manage to be 
so involved and con-
nected with music?  

Kilang Zulu: 
Faith was a band I 
formed and Heritage 
was a separate band with 
whom I had the honour 
to perform. For me, from a 
very young age I knew that my 
deepest passion was music. So 
when I reached a certain age I had 
to basically look for every opportunity to 
learn or perform. With hardly any access 
to internet and basically zero Social media 
platform, I had to constantly sharpen my 
skills. It was the people who were gracious 
enough to allow me to be who I am, bear 
with my mistakes and gave me countless 
chances to get better and that’s what helped 
me to continue my involvement with Music 
because it gradually led me to more and 
more opportunities specially within India.

Eastern Mirror: What do you feel is the 
best song/album you’ve ever released and 
why?

Kilang Zulu: “Break Through” which 
was released in 2004 is definitely my 
favourite because it was not only the first 
album but we were also able to com-
pletely express ourselves as musicians with 
complete freedom and without any fear of 
whether the album was going to do well or 
not. Even while recording at the studio we 
experimented so many different sounds and 
methods of recording which was completely 
different from what people were doing at 
that time. In other words…. we wanted to 
introduce something different.

Eastern Mirror: How does the song writing 
process works for you? Do you have any 
influences?

Kilang Zulu: Yes, I do have a lot of artists 
who influences me when it comes to styles 
or sounds but when it comes to writing, it’s 
always very personal. Where I am and what 

I am going through basically 
inspires me to write. Whether 
I am in a good place or a dif-
ficult place I try to keep myself 
real with God so, that also in-
spires my writing. Those songs 
will mostly have a message 
about questions, hope, fear, 
worship etc.

Eastern Mirror: What are 
your fondest musical memo-
ries?

Kilang Zulu: This one is 
awesome!! The first time I took 

the stage I completely 
forgot the 2nd 

verse. My 
mind went 

blank, 
only the melody was 
ringing, so what I 
did was I continued 
singing with lalas….
till the end of the 
song�. That’s how I 
completed the song.

Eastern Mirror: How 
do you balance your 

music with other 
obligations?
Kilang Zulu: Music 

is a huge part of my life 
and it energises me. So, no 

matter what I am doing or 
where I am I always look to connect 

with music. For instance if I am in the car 
I turn on the radio all the time and if I am 
home whenever I can I grab my guitar and 
jam.

Eastern Mirror: You have been in Thai-
land for good number of years. How did 
it change you musically and artistically? 
What was the vital experience and lesson 
you took back with you?

Kilang Zulu: Being based in Thailand 
definitely gave me a lot of access to oppor-
tunities to learn because here in Nagaland 
resources and opportunities were very 
limited. This helped me to understand how 
to present my music better to reach out to a 
bigger audience internationally. The biggest 
lesson for me as a musician or an artist was 
to take my music style and to be willing to 
adjust it according to what is current and 
what will help it reach a bigger audience. 
And that comes from interacting with better 
musicians and being willing to receive their 
constructive criticisms.

Eastern Mirror: You were out of the music 
scene for quite some time. What kept you 
busy? Are you back in Nagaland for good? 

Kilang Zulu:  Yes, I haven’t performed 
here in Nagaland for over 12 years now. At 
the moment I am loving what I do to help 
at risk children with HelpLive International 
(helplive.org). This non-profit help at risk 
children by providing them food, shelter and 
education.  I will be going back to Bangkok 

sometime this year. But from now on I will 
be visiting quite often because we have 
started helping at risk children in India too.

Eastern Mirror: Having seen the interna-
tional community of musicians, how it 
works, what are their ideas and sugges-
tions to improve the music scenario here, 
given the fact that there is no proper label 
here.

Kilang Zulu: One thing I have noticed 
is musicians can make a living from gigs 
and different contracts from different com-
panies. So, if you only have the talent and 
skills it helps you pay your bills. It also helps 
the artist to continue to purse greater suc-
cess. But here I still feel that a lot of deserved 
artists are not given enough support both 
morally and financially. Inviting an artist 

just to entertain the 
event is not enough. We 
as a community should 
also look into helping 
the artist beyond the 
event and that is to help 
achieve greater success.

In order for a label 
to survive we need 
market but the biggest 
challenge here is that 
we have a huge music 
loving community but 
economically we are 
not there yet. It’s very 
difficult to sell music 
here because people are 
not able to pay for a CD 
or to buy it online. So 
what happens is people 

end up downloading illegally. 
I feel that if we really care about our 

artists we should support and help them 
beyond events. Yes, events are important 
because it entertains the people but if we 
want to bring out the best in our artists and 
somebody that can break into the interna-
tional music scene, we need to take it to the 
next level. For instance, create more and 
more international programs not just for 
performances but also for the artists to learn 
from the best that’s out there through inter-
action and proper classes. Create scholar-
ships for genuinely potential artists to study 
at renowned music schools and colleges. 
Because at the end of the day knowledge-
able, intelligent and creative artists will give 
you the best.

Again, I personally don’t encourage an 
event if it’s only to benefit the sponsors and 
to entertain the audience. It should also very 
much be about the artist and his/her future.

Eastern Mirror: If you were to compare 
Northeast music scene with the world, 
how long is it going to take us to grow/
develop?

Kilang Zulu:  Oh man!! I wish I had 
the power to see the future and give you the 
answer to this question. First of all I know 
that we are second to none when it comes to 
talent and skill. The only challenge is access 
to resources and opportunities. If we can 
only come up with a plan and set goals with 
a timeline then in the next 10 years I am 
sure we will see a shift in our music scene.

Eastern Mirror: What’s coming up for you? 
What are you working on now and where 
do you feels your music and is headed?

Kilang Zulu: This year 2018 I am look-
ing at doing a little tour promoting my new 
album. So, will start within Asia and see 
what happens. At the moment I am just try-
ing to get as much feedbacks as possible on 
my album and from there I will decide on 
the direction for my next project. My music 
is all about impacting communities and 
helping children. Whenever I get opportu-
nities I always try to be a voice for at risk 
children. So I am hoping that this year I will 
get more opportunities to spread awareness 
for at risk children through my music.

“Artists are the voice of a com-
munity. They represent the 
people, culture and write their 
history. It is the duty of the 
people to encourage, equip and 
protect those artists if we want 
them to represent who we are. 
Every community is gifted with 
artists because God knows that 
without artists in a community 

it will be colourless” says Singer-

Songwriter Kilang Zulu.   

Zulu has an aura that sits per-
fectly with his passion for music 
and he needs no introduction 
although he has been missing 
from Nagaland’s music scene for 
12 years. He has been busy lately 
but you’d expect no less from 
one of the most productive men 
in the state music and his newly 
released album “Loved by you” 
on Dec. 1 2017.

In today’s Rhythm of Love 
Zulu opens up about his music 
and social campaigning helping 
at risk children with HelpLive 
International (helplive.org).
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Excava on site in Tamil Nadu and (inset) Stone tools found by Indian scien sts.

Stone Age tools found in TN suggest 
reframing of ‘Out of Africa’ theories

Scientists use silk polymer to 

New Delhi, Jan. 31 (India 
Science Wire):  Armed with 
newly discovered Stone 
Age tools in a village near 
Chennai, Indian scientists 
are challenging the popular 
scientific theory that the 
Middle Palaeolithic was 
brought to India by mod-
ern humans dispersing 
from Africa only around 
125,000 years ago or later. 

The new evidence sug-
gests that a Middle Palaeo-
lithic culture was present 
in India around 385,000 
years ago — roughly the 
same time that it is known 
to have developed in Af-
rica and in Europe. Mid-
dle Palaeolithic period is 
considered an important 
cultural phase associated 
with modern humans and 
Neanderthals as well as 
other archaic hominins. 
Stone tools of this period 
are used by scientists as 
proxy for studies of early 
human behaviour. 

The prehistoric stone 
tools excavated from Atti-
rampakkam village about 
60 kilometers from Chen-
nai push back the period 
when populations with a 
Middle Palaeolithic cul-
ture may have inhabited 
India. The new study ap-
peared in international 
scientific journal Nature 
on Wednesday.

“Our study presents a 
paradigm shift in think-
ing about the origin and 

Dual-gated device developed to 

New Delhi, Jan. 31 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Over the yearstran-
sistors – the building blocks of 
digital devices - have become 
smaller by the day, making de-
vices faster and compact. But 
this has also meant increased 
wastage of power. A group of 
Indian scientists have found a 
way to address this problem.

Transistors work by acting 
like electronic switches control-
ling the flow of current across 
circuits.The most common 
type of transistors called MOS-
FETs (metal–oxide–semicon-
ductor field-effect transistors)
cannot switch from ‘on’ to ‘off’ 
abruptly and thus leak current 
even after the device is turned 
off. The smaller the transistors 
are more power they waste. 
Tunnel FETs (field-effect tran-
sistors) waste much less power 
but are more suited for low per-
formance devices like watches 
or notebook computers. 

Scientists at the Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc) at 
Bengaluru have combined 
these two different types of 
transistors into a single device 
that can easily switch between 
power-efficient and high per-
formance modes, depending 

on the need. The device has 
a special type of metal-semi-
conductor junction which can 
be tweaked to make it behave 
either like a MOSFET or a tun-
nel FET.

“MOSFETs typically work 
like floodgates in a dam – they 
have a source, a drain, and a 
gate that controls flow of elec-
trons between the two. When 
the gate is in the OFF position, 
there is a large energy barrier 
which prevents electrons from 
crossing over. When gate is 
turned on with voltage, height 
of the barrier is reduced and 
electrons can jump over. The 
smaller the supply voltage to 
turn the transistor on, more ef-
ficient is the device,” explained 
DrNavakanta Bhat, head of the 
Centre for Nano Science and 
Engineering at IISc who led the 
research team.

However, he said, bring-
ing down supply voltage for 
MOSFETs proportionately with 
transistor size is difficult be-
cause of a fundamental design 
flaw. A factor called subthresh-
old swing – which determines 
the minimum gate voltage 
required for the transistor to 
switch from on to off – restricts 

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (India Science Wire): Degen-
erative disc disease is a major cause of low back 
pain affecting mobility of people. A group of 
Indian scientists have developed a silk-based 
bioartificial disc that may find use in disc re-
placement therapy in future.

At present, therapeutic treatment for 
degenerative disc diseasecan only provide 
symptomatic relief of pain without restoring 
the functions of discs, while disc replace-
ment surgery is very costly. The use of a silk 
biopolymer to fabricate a biocompatible disc 
can reduce the cost of artificial discs in future, 
claim researchers from the Department of 
Biomaterial and Tissue Engineering at Indian 
Institute of Technology, Guwahati, who have 
developed the new technology.

The group has developed a fabrication 
procedure for a silk-based bioartificial disc 
adopting a “directional freezing technique”. 
Thedisc mimics internal intricacy of human 
disc and its mechanical properties too are 
similar to those of the native ones, according 
to research results published in international 
scientific journal Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences (PNAS).

The fabricated discs supported primary 
annulus fibrosus or human mesenchymal 
stem cell proliferation, differentiation, and 
matrix deposition of a sufficient amount. The 
annulus fibrosus is a specialized tissue having 
a complex, multilamellar, hierarchical struc-
ture consisting of collagen, proteoglycans and 
elastic fibers.

“Major challenges toward successful in-

tervertebral disc tissue engineering remain 
elusive, mainly because of tremendous com-
plexity of annulus fibrosus tissues. We have 
successfully recapitulated its internal intricacy 
- angle-ply construct, which is critical for the 
proper biomechanical functioning of the disc,” 
Dr. Biman B. Mandal, who led the research 
team, told India Science Wire.

Degenerative disc disease affects interver-
tebral discs, which are soft pillow-like cushions 
between interlocking bones that structure hu-
man spine. These discs act as shock absorbers 
for the spine and support weight and complex 
motions of the spine. With growing age, these 
discs change from a flexible state that allows 
the smooth fluid motion to a stiff and rigid 
state restricting movement and resulting in 
discomfort or pain. “Our construct mimics 
native structure-function attributes of the disc 
and provides sufficient mechanical strength to 
function in load-bearing activities,” explained 
Bibhas K. Bhunia, co-author of the study.

The new disc has been tested in laboratory 
mice and scientists observed negligible im-
mune response. “We believe if the silk-based 
biodiscs transcends clinical translation, it can 
be an affordable option for disc replacement 
therapy in future,” said Dr. Mandal.

(The research team included Bibhas K. 
Bhunia, Biman B. Mandala (IITGuwahati) 

and David L. Kaplan (Tufts University, 
Medford). This work was supported by 

grants from the Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) and the Department of 

Biotechnology (DBT). )

NASA satellite maps global distribution of cloud ice

Washington, Jan. 31 (IANS): NASA on 
Wednesday said that at least the main con-
trol system of its IMAGE satellite, which 
was re-discovered by an amateur astrono-
mer on January 20, is operational.

Launched on March 25, 2000, IMAGE, 
short for Imager for Magnetopause-to-Au-
rora Global Exploration, was designed to 
image Earth’s magnetosphere and produce 
the first comprehensive global images of the 
plasma populations in this region. 

After successfully completing and ex-
tending its initial two-year mission in 2002, 
contact was unexpectedly lost on December 
18, 2005.

After an amateur astronomer recorded 
observations of a satellite in high Earth or-
bit on January 20, 2018, his initial research 
suggested it was the IMAGE satellite.

NASA has now confirmed the identity 
of the satellite.

“On the afternoon of  January 30, the 
Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab in 
Laurel, Maryland, successfully collected 
telemetry data from the satellite. The signal 
showed that the space craft ID was 166 -- 
the ID for IMAGE,” NASA said.

The NASA team was been able to read 
some basic housekeeping data from the 
spacecraft, suggesting that at least the main 
control system is operational.

NASA said it will continue to try to 
analyse the data from the spacecraft to learn 
more about the state of the spacecraft. 

“This process will take a week or two to 
complete as it requires attempting to adapt 
old software and databases of information to 
more modern systems,” the statement added.

Washington,  Jan.  31 
(IANS): A bread loaf-sized 
NASA satellite has pro-
duced the world’s first map 
of  the global distribution 
of  atmospheric ice in the 
883-Gigahertz band, an 
important frequency in the 
submillimeter wavelength 
for studying cloud ice and 
its effect on Earth’s climate.

IceCube -- the small 
spacecraft that deployed 
from the International 
Space Station in May 2017 
-- is capable of  measuring 
critical atmospheric cloud 
ice properties at altitudes 
between five km-15 km, 
NASA said in a statement 
on Wednesday.

NASA scientists pio-
neered the use of  submil-
limeter wavelength bands, 
which fall between the mi-

crowave and infrared on 
the electromagnetic spec-
trum, to sense ice clouds. 

However, until Ice-
Cube, these instruments 
had flown only aboard 
high-altitude research air-
craft. This meant scientists 
could gather data only in 
areas over which the air-
craft flew.

“With IceCube, scien-
tists now have a working 
submillimeter radiometer 
system in space at a com-
mercial price,” said Dong 
Wu, a scientist and Ice-
Cube principal investigator 
at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 

“More importantly, it 
provides a global view on 
Earth’s cloud-ice distribu-
tion,” Wu said. 

Sensing atmospheric 
cloud ice requires scien-
tists to deploy instruments 
tuned to a broad range of  
frequency bands. However, 
it is particularly important 
to fly submillimeter sen-
sors. 

This wavelength fills a 
significant data gap in the 
middle and upper tropo-
sphere where ice clouds 
are often too opaque for 
infrared and visible sensors 
to penetrate. It also reveals 
data about the tiniest ice 
particles that cannot be 
detected clearly in other 
microwave bands.

IceCube’s map is a first 
of  its kind and bodes well 
for future space-based ob-
servations of  global ice 
clouds using submillimeter-
wave technology, said Wu.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1722SUD0KU 1562
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1721

ACROSS
1. South Korean capital
6. Perishes
10. Minute opening
14. Trim
15. Formerly
16. “Daniel Boone” actor Ed ____
17. Strings or ropes
18. Na onal Ins tute for Trial 

Advocacy
19. Slight anger
20. Es mates or evaluates
22. American gene cist ______ 

Maria Stevens
24. Gaelic for “Mangle” or 

“Abuse”
25. Signs up
26. Overtook
29. Angle between a leafstalk and 

stem
30. Spicy stew
31. An arc stretching 180 degrees
37. Rounded convex molding
39. Reserve (abbrev.)
40. Plas c wrap
41. Manual tallies
44. Recompensed
45. Pelvic joints
46. Arranges in a line
48. Exis ng within
52. ____ Piper
53. Paddlers
54. Skin cancer
58. Cain’s brother
59. Large flightless birds
61. Found on chromosomes
62. Narrate
63. Where the sun rises
64. Seize
65. Cloth measures
66. Female deer (plural)
67. SSSS

DOWN
1. Animal protectors
2. Greek god of love
3. Possessive pronoun
4. At a lower price than elsewhere
5. Renter

6. Brightest star in the 
constella on Cygnus

7. Flower
8. Es mate (abbrev.)
9. Tin compound
10. Italian soprano Adelina 

_____ (1843-1919)
11. Leaves out
12. Repair and rebuild
13. Model rocket company
21. Slang for beer
23. Immigra on center: _____ 
Island

25. Be

26. Winnie the ____
27. Thomas ____ Edison
28. An idealized, harmonious 

community
29. Words of concurrence
32. Burst
33. Speed or quickness
34. Steeply projec ng mass 
of rock

35. Reclined
36. Ceases
38. Moderate orange-yellow
42. Linseed or rapeseed
43. Travel by wind power on 

water
47. Na onal Football ______
48. Enraged
49. Prize
50. Reside
51. Writer H.G. _____
52. Nuisances
54. Ponder or meditate
55. Burdensome responsibility
56. Nothing more than 
specified

57. Vipers
60. Chinese revolu onary 

leader
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spread of Middle Palaeoli-
thic cultures in South Asia, 
suggesting a far greater an-
tiquity and more complex 
story than we thought,” 
Professor Shanti Pappu of 
Sharma Centre for Heri-
tage Education, who led 
the research team, told 
India Science Wire. 

In the absence of di-
rect evidence in the form 
of fossils, the evolution 
of humans in Eurasia is 
often charted by changes 
in toolkits. Researchers 
studied over 7000 stone 
artefacts from Middle Pal-
aeolithic layers at Attiram-

pakkam.  These tools col-
lectively show a shift away 
from Acheulian technolo-
gies towards Middle Pal-
aeolithic strategies such 
as the distinctive stone-
knapping known as Leval-
lois technique, presence of 
points, tanged points and 
blade technologies. Spe-
cific luminescence dating 
method was used to date 
tool-bearing sediments.

“Without fossils we 
cannot pinpoint the spe-
cies, but we can suggest 
that multiple hominin dis-
persals associated with 
Middle Palaeolithic  culture 

were occurring far earlier 
than around 125 thousand 
years ago with complex 
patterns, processes and 
interactions between spe-
cies,” Prof Pappu added. 
The presence of full-
fledged Middle Palaeolithic 
culture in India long before 
any modern human migra-
tions out of Africa brought 
these technologies implies 
that either such migrations 
may have occurred earlier 
than previously thought 
and may have played a 
role in development of the 
Middle Palaeolithic culture 
in India.

Understanding the tran-
sition to the Middle Palaeo-
lithic outside Europe and 
Africa is vital to the study of 
the lives and times of homi-
nins in Eurasia, especially 
the appearance and sub-
sequent migrations of ana-
tomically modern humans 
within and out of Africa. 

The archaeological 
site at Attirampakkam 
was discovered in 1863 by 
R.B.Foote and subsequent-
ly investigated by several 
scholars in the 1930s and 
1960s. Prof Pappu and Dr 
Kumar Akhilesh from the 
Sharma Centre have been 
excavating at this place 
since 1999. The present 
work was conducted in col-
laboration Prof Yanni Gun-
nell from the University of 
Lyon, France; Prof Ashok 
K. Singhvi, Haresh M. Raja-
para and Dr. Anil D. Shukla 
from the Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad. 

“What this site has 
taught us is to expect the un-
expected, and it is a deeply 
humbling experience when 
preconceived ideas crum-
ble around us. When we got 
the dates, we immediately 
realised the implications 
were mind-blowing. Dr. 
Akhilesh and I went back to 
the table to crosscheck our 
data again and again and 
to re-examine the stone 
artefact assemblages to be 
sure of our interpretation,” 
recalled Prof Pappu. 

the supply voltage to be not 
less than 1 volt. 

To overcome this, scien-
tists have tried using tunnel 
FETs in which instead of the 
height, the width of the elec-
tron barrieris reducedto a 
point where electrons are able 
to “tunnel” through instead of 
jumping over it. Tunnel FETs 
can operate at lower supply 
voltages but the current flow-
ing when the transistor is on is 
greatly reduced. 

In the present work, re-
searchers designed a hybrid 
device capable of switching 

between MOSFET and tunnel 
FET modes by using two gates 
instead of one, and a special 
type of electron barrier cre-
ated by joining a metal and 
semiconductor under certain 
conditions. The dual-gated 
device, Dr. Bhat said, is able to 
operate at a voltage lower than 
possible with conventional 
MOSFETs, greatly reducing 
power consumption. 

(The research results have 
been published in journal 

Applied Physics Letters. The 
team included Dr. Bhat and 

ShubhadeepBhattacharjee.)
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Eriksen’s lightning start for 
Spurs blindsides Man United 

Cricket: Nagaland 
U-23 team out of zonal 
tournament  

Sindhu's defeats 
can't be termed as 
failures – Gopichand

Premier League clubs spend 
record 430 million pounds in Jan.

Act now to promote 
northeast, says 
Bhaichung Bhutia

Callum Wilson sparks shock 
Bournemouth rout of Chelsea

Peerless Mary Kom 
strikes gold; Cuba, 
Uzbekistan halt men 

Callum Wilson celebrates after scoring Bournemouth’s first goal in their 3-0 victory over Chelsea at 
Stamford Bridge.

Christian Eriksen celebrates scoring Tottenham’s goal after 11 seconds against Manchester United at Wembley.

London, Feb. 1 (IANS): 
Tottenham Hotspur de-
feated Manchester United 
2-0 here to put pressure on 
Chelsea in the scramble 
for a top-four finish while 
making it even more un-
likely that the Red Dev-
ils will challenge leaders 
Manchester City for the 
English Premier League 
(EPL) title.

Spurs, coming off two 
successive draws, were 
eager for a victory and 
grasped the opportuni-
ty to put more distance 
between themselves and 
North London rivals Arse-
nal after the Gunners' 3-1 
loss to Swansea City on 
Tuesday, reports Efe. 

With many of the re-
cord crowd of 82,011 still 
making their way to their 
seats at Wembley Stadium, 
Christian Eriksen scored 
just 11 seconds into the 
match to put the hosts 
up 1-0.

United were quick to 
respond and Spurs goal-
keeper Hugo Lloris had to 
be sharp to block a shot 
from Jesse Lingard, but the 
surge didn't last long and 
Tottenham's dominance 
turned into a second goal 
just short of the half-hour 
mark, when defender Phil 
Jones inadvertently di-
verted Kieran Trippier's 
cross into the visitors' net.

Romelu Lukaku forced 
another save from Lloris 
early in the second half 
and the Belgian's effort 
turned out to be the clos-
est United would come to 
scoring.

The win brings Spurs 
to 48 points, two behind 

Dimapur, Feb. 1 (EMN): A five-wicket defeat of 
Arunachal Pradesh was not enough for Nagaland 
to enter the knock-out stage of the ongoing ‘men’s 
U-23 one-day league of the NE and Bihar zone’. The 
cricket tournament is being played at Patna in Bihar.   

An update from the Nagaland Cricket Associa-
tion on Thu. informed that Nagaland were asked to 
bowl first after Arunachal won the toss. Set a target 
of 236 in 50 overs, Nagaland chased it down with five 
wickets to spare. 

Arunachal’s score of 235 for 9 in 50 overs was 
helped by major contributions from Akash who col-
lected 58 runs, and Netaji, 22.  For Nagaland Nagaho, 
Avneet, and Nadeem shared 2 wickets apiece. 

Half-centuries from Sedezalie (79) and Puchu 
(73) made the run-chase easy for the Nagaland team. 
Nadeem, besides his 2 wickets, contributed with an 
unbeaten 32 in the chase. The win was the team’s 
third of the campaign following the defeat of Sikkim 
and Meghalaya. 

Nagaland, however, has suffered defeats at the 
hand of host Bihar and Manipur. As the two top 
teams, Bihar and Manipur qualified from the zone, 
it was informed.  

New Delhi, Feb. 2 (PTI): 
He is known to be a de-
manding coach but Pul-
lela Gopichand is of the 
opinion that Olympic 
silver medallist PV Sind-
hu's odd defeats can't be 
termed as her failure, not 
even by a single percent.

"I am not too bothered 
about a loss if the progres-
sion is happening. We are 
talking about very high 
level players here, world 
number 1s and 3s. It is not 
like we have been produc-
ing world No 1s forever in 
our country," Gopichand 
told PTI during a chat.

"World No 1 Tai Tzu is 
playing well but Sindhu 
beat her at the Olympics, 
when it mattered. She also 
reached the world cham-
pionship finals. Yes, some 
may argue that second is 
not good enough but I am 
more positive. I am happy 
with her result. I cannot 
think of it as a failure even 
by 1 per cent." 

Sindhu had lost in the 
finals of World Champi-
onship to Japan's Nozomi 
Okuhara in an epic battle, 
before suffering losses to 
world number one Tai Tzu 
Ying at Hong Open final 
and world No 2 Akane 
Yamaguchi in the Dubai 
Super Series Final.

Gopichand said his 
main target this year is 
to ensure that his wards 
deliver at big-ticket events 
such as the Common-

wealth Games and the 
Asian Games.

" T h e  t w o  m a j o r 
events, which are com-
ing up are the CWG in 
Gold Coast and the Asian 
Games in Jakarta. We also 
have the World Champi-
onship and the All Eng-
land. I know the number 
of tournaments will be a 
lot. For me, it is important 
the players keep work-
ing and do well in the big 
events," he said.

Gopichand said India 
needs better structure 
and coaches to produce a 
consistent line of players, 
who can keep bringing 
laurels to the country in 
badminton.

"I think if you look at 
Indian badminton, the 
number are very well but 
whether one would turn 
to be a srikanth, we bet-
ter structure and coaches 
and a more systematic 
approach. 

A s k e d  i f  h i s  ow n 
coaching structure is 
not enough, Gopichand 
said:"What we are talking 
about is bigger numbers? 
When these players were 
younger, I used to spend 
a lot of time with them. 
We need coaches of that 
calibre, who have not 
only played at the high-
est level but also think at 
that level. We don't have 
coaches but I have been 
saying it for last 10 years, 
right." 

Bangalore, Feb. 1 (Reuters): Pre-
mier League clubs spent 430 mil-
lion pounds ($612 million) in the 
January transfer window to shatter 
the previous mark of 225 million 
set in 2011, said a report by the 
Sports Business Group at Deloitte.

The January window closed on 
Wednesday after a frantic month 
of activity during which Barcelona 
completed the most expensive deal 
by signing Philippe Coutinho from 
Liverpool for a transfer fee report-
ed at about 142 million pounds.

“International trade has flour-
ished, with the highest ever Janu-
ary gross overseas outlay in Pre-
mier League history (260 million 
pounds), but also the highest 

amount of January receipts from 
abroad (185 million pounds),” said 
Dan Jones, partner in the Sports 
Business Group at Deloitte.

”While another record-break-
ing season catches the eye, Premier 
League clubs’ expenditure contin-
ues to be well within their means in 
the context of revenue generated.

“The estimated 2017-18 net 
spend of 755 million pounds rep-
resents 17 percent of forecast 2017-
18 Premier League revenue, in line 
with the average over the 15 years 
since the first transfer window in 
January 2003.”

The January window also saw 
the total expenditure by the Big 
Six -- Manchester City, Manches-

ter United, Chelsea, Liverpool. 
Tottenham Hotspur and Arsenal 
-- come to 265 million pounds, 
representing 62 percent of total 
gross spending.

This contrasted against last 
season’s trend where half of gross 
expenditure came from the bot-
tom-six clubs in a bid to retain their 
Premier League status.

“Such is the level of competi-
tion for a coveted top-four position 
in the Premier League, as well as 
ongoing European battles, that top 
clubs have been willing to break 
with more traditional summer 
investment strategies to steal a 
march on their rivals mid-season,” 
Jones added.

Mu m b a i , Fe b. 1 
(IANS): Bhaichung 
Bhutia, retired In-
dian footballer who 
hails from Sikkim, 
says people should 
stop saying that it is 
"high time" to focus 
on the northeast as 
for him now is the 
time to act.

"There has al-
ways been talk. Ev-
erybody keeps on 
saying it's high time. I think action has to be 
followed now," Bhutia told IANS on the side-
lines of Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) Spring-
Summer 2018.

Bhutia walked the ramp for the opening 
show which saw creations by some talented 
designers from the northeast.

He said: "It's a good start from Lakme. 
There is a huge fashion market in northeast 
and hopefully good things will start coming 
in. Northeast is a very fashionable region and 
hopefully it will be tapped in a better way."

Designers from six of the eight northeast 
states -- Manipur, Assam, Sikkim, Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh -- showcased 
their collection at the show, curated by IMG 
Reliance.

The designers who showcased were Daniel 
Syiem, Kuzu, Jenjum Gadi x Exotic Echo Soci-
ety, Khumantem, Tilla by Aratrik and Sonam 
Dubal.

London, Feb. 1 (IANS): English 
Premier League defending 
champions Chelsea lost 0-3 to 
modest Bournemouth, much 
to the disgust of the more 
than 40,000 Blues supporters 
packed into Stamford Bridge.

The Chelsea faithful suf-
fered through a dull first half 
that also saw promising recent 
addition Andreas Christensen 
leave the pitch with an injury 
on Wednesday, reports Efe. 

And things got worse in the 
second half, as Bournemouth 
scored three goals in a little 
more than 15 minutes.

The first came in the 51st 
minute, when Jordan Ibe ex-
ploited a Chelsea giveaway to 
release Callum Wilson, who 
slid the ball under goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois to make it 1-0 
for the visitors.

Thirteen minutes later, 
Junior Stanislas doubled the 
Bournemouth lead with an 
assist from Ibe. The final blow 
came in the 67th minute on 
a deflection by former Blue 
Nathan Ake.

Chelsea are tied with Liv-
erpool on points at 50, but 
the Reds sit in third place by 
virtue of goal difference. Bour-
nemouth are 10th, with 28 
points from 25 matches.

fourth-place Chelsea 
and six ahead of Arsenal. 
United, with 53 points, 
are 15 points behind Man 
City, who were 3-0 win-
ners Wednesday over West 
Bromwich Albion.

Pochettino hails 
‘fantastic’ Eriksen 
Tottenham Hotspur head 
coach Mauricio Pochet-
tino heaped praise on his 
midfielder Christian Er-
iksen after producing a 
star-studded performance 

against Manchester Unit-
ed in the English Premier 
League (EPL).

"I think it was a great 
performance from Chris-
tian," Pochettino said. 
"Christian is such an im-
portant player for us not 
because today he was 
great and he scored.

"But he's a player that 
links everyone and of 
course when he's not in 
the team we always miss 
him. He's a player that you 
miss on the pitch.

"I think the perfor-
mance was fantastic and 
we played so well. The 
team deserved a lot of 
credit, a lot of credit," the 
Argentine added.

Failed to execute plans – 
Mourinho
Manchester United head 
coach Jose Mourinho 
highlighted several mis-
takes by his players and 
said their opponents Tot-
tenham were better on 
the day.

The away side looked 
nowhere in the game, 
making continous defen-
sive lapses. 

"One mistake.  We 
don't win the ball in the 
air. Second mistake. We 
don't win the second ball 
on the ground. Third mis-
take. We don't cover in-
side, the full-back inside 
when Eriksen comes. Four 
mistakes. Four mistakes 
after 15 seconds and you 
are losing 1-0 against a 
good team," Mourinho 

was quoted as saying by 
the Independent. 

"And then a good re-
action, we played in their 
half, we create something, 
the feeling was we are in 
the game but the second 
goal I don't say ridiculous I 
say unlucky. It's a different 
thing than ridiculous and 
after that Tottenham has 
the game in their hands 
and they are very good in 
counter attack, they press 
well," the Portuguese tacti-
cian added.

New Delhi, Feb. 1 (PTI): 
M C Mary Kom claimed a 
gold but the Indian men's 
juggernaut was denied a 
complete sweep by tra-
ditional powerhouses 
Cuba and Uzbekistan on 
an exciting final day of 
the India Open boxing 
tournament, here today.

M a r y  K o m  w o n 
against Filipino Josie Ga-
buco 4-1 en route to her 
gold in the 48kg class 
among women.

Pwilao Basumatary 
( 6 4 k g )  w a s  t h e  f i r s t 
among the women to 
fetch a gold. The former 
world and Asian bronze 
medallist claimed a 3-2 
win over Thailand's Su-
daporn Seesondee.

The Assam boxer is 
a regular in the national 
camp and had claimed 
a gold medal at the 2015 
Nation's Cup in Serbia.

She hails from a small 
v i l l a g e  i n  Ko k ra j h a r 
where several families 
were displaced during 
the 2012 riots. Her fam-
ily was among those dis-
placed by the violence 
but has since moved on.

Another Assam box-
er, Lovlina Borgohain 
claimed the welterweight 
(69kg) gold among wom-
en, getting the better of 
compatriot Pooja.

L Sarita Devi (60kg) 
settled for a silver medal 
after losing to Finland's 
Olympic bronze-medal-
list Mira Potkenon.

Sarita gave her all in 
the bout but lost on a 2-3 
decision after Potkenon 
salvaged a rather rusty 
performance with a final-
round flourish.

In the men's draw, 
Sanjeet (91kg) picked up 
India's first gold of the 
day when he upstaged 
Uzbekistan's Sanjar Tur-
sunov.

The Indian matched 
Tu r s u n ov  p u n c h  f o r 

punch in an engrossing 
contest before getting a 
split 3-2 verdict in his fa-
vour. National champion 
Manish Kaushik (60kg), 
who stunned world and 
Asian medallist Shiva 
Thapa yesterday, didn't 
have to step inside the 
ring to collect his gold.

Manish was given a 
walkover by his Mongo-
lian rival Battumur Mish-
eelt, who pulled out ow-
ing to a cut sustained on 
his forehead during his 
semifinal bout.

Asian Games bronze-
medallist Satish Kumar 
(+91kg), however, settled 
for a silver, outwitted by 
Uzbekistan's Bakhodir 
Jalolov in a split 4-1 deci-
sion.

Dinesh Dagar took the 
welterweight (69kg) silver 
after going down to Uz-
bekistan's Bobo-Usmon 
Baturov. In perhaps the 
most entertaining bout of 
the day, the Uzbek turned 
on the style against the 
gritty Indian.

With a smile on his 
face throughout and a 
mostly non- existent 
guard, Baturov was ev-
ery bit a showman as he 
craftily got the better of 
Dinesh in a unanimous 
verdict. To his credit, 
Dinesh connected a few 
lusty jabs of his own but 
Baturov was never really 
troubled.

L a t e r,  D e v a n s h u 
Jaiswal (81kg) was up 
against Cuba's David 
Gutierrez. Although the 
crowd favourite gave a 
good account of him-
self in defensive tactics, 
the Cuban connected 
enough with his jabs to 
score a split 4-1 victory.

Former world silver 
medallist Saweety Boora 
(75kg) also had to be con-
tent with a second-place 
finish against Camer-
oon's Essaine Clotilde.

Chelsea giving their best 
– Conte
Despite their 0-3 loss 
against Bournemouth at 
the Stamford Bridge here, 
Chelsea coach Antonio 
Conte said the club is giv-
ing their cent percent and 
he is helping them give 
their best.

The London club were 
thrashed at home in the 
English Premier League 

(EPL) tie on Wednesday. 
However, Conte said if 
someone questions his 
commitment to the club, 
he is not ready to accept 
it because he is doing a 
'great job'. 

"We are doing every-
thing and giving 120 per 
cent, and I am approach-
ing this squad at their 
maximum level," Conte 
was quoted as saying by 

Sky Sports.
"But if someone does 

not agree that I am here 
then you have to accept 
every situation. I am re-
laxed about this because 
I know I am doing a great 
job.

"I think about the pres-
sure and it is normal for a 
coach and manager. It is 
normal if you are Chelsea's 
coach," the Italian added.


