
Pughoboto public demanding creation of Pughoboto district on Jan. 30.

ASEAN leaders wearing Naga shawls during the 69th Republic Day of India.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
This tunnel will take you 

straight to the nomination 
room... This will provide 
not only clean and fair 

nomination but safe 
nomination as well. 

People don't notice 
whether it's winter  
or summer when  

they're happy. 

~ Anton Chekhov
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 07°
Agartala 26° 12°
Gangtok 18° 05°
Guwahati 24° 10°
Imphal 22° 05°

Itanagar 21° 09°
Shillong 16° 04°
Delhi 24° 12°
Kolkata 28° 13°
Chennai 31° 18°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 7°
DIMAPUR 23.5° 9.5°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 89%
DIMAPUR NIL 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Pughoboto rallies for district status

Ten NPF legislators 
resign from NLA

Significant 69th Republic Day for Nagas 
as ASEAN leaders wear Naga shawls

Solution or election: BJP finds itself in uncomfortable position

Will go ahead with 
the election process 

– Nagaland CEO
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Pink angry over women
need to ‘step up’ comment | P10

No talks with Afghan Taliban;  
will ‘finish’ it—Trump | P9

what further steps are to 
be taken.”

He said that the de-
partment will “see” what 
needs to be done in the 
event of no candidates 
filing nominations. “Right 
now we are not expecting 
any unnecessary scenario 
like that, but if no nomi-
nations are filed then we 
will convey what should 
be done,” Sinha stated, 
adding, “By and by, we will 
keep looking at the situa-
tion and analyse”. 

“The department has 
to follow the ECI’s man-
date. So we are not in a 
position or in the right 
platform to make any fur-
ther comments,” he add-
ed. In case any candidate 
is forcefully disallowed 
to file nomination, he/
she should approach the 
respective District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) or the 
Returning Officer (RO) or 
Superintendent of Police 
(SPs), it was informed.

Filing of nominations to 
commence on Jan. 31

Affirming that the state 
machinery is geared up 
for the conduct of the as-
sembly polls, Sinha has 
informed that the formal 
election process will begin 
on Jan. 31 by the issuance 
of the election notification. 
Once the notification is is-
sued, he said, the nomina-
tion period will start on 
the same day and intend-
ing candidates can avail 
nomination papers and 
file from all the RO’s offices 
across the state from Jan. 
31 till Feb. 7. Nomination 
can be received by the ROs 
from 11 am till 3 pm every 
day, he said. 

Fifty-five election 
observers have been de-
ployed for the elections, 
it was learnt. Twenty-two 
expenditure observers are 
expected to arrive the state 
by Jan. 31 while another 22 
general observers and 11 
police observers will reach 
by Feb. 7.

On security arrange-
ments, he said about 

280 companies of cen-
tral armed police forces 
(CAPF) will be deployed 
to the state to supplement 
the state forces. Forty-five 
CAPF companies are ex-
pected to be in the state 
by Wed., he said, while the 
remaining will arrive after 
the completion of Tripura 
polls. Besides this, three 
flying squads for each con-
stituencies have already 
been activated and static 
check posts are opera-
tional, the CEO informed. 
He added that arrange-
ments have been made 
for real time webcasting in 
about 555 polling stations 
out of 2194 stations across 
the state. Others will be 
covered with fixed camera 
videography. 

9500 vehicles needed for 
poll duty

More than 9500 vehi-
cles are required for the 
conduct of election duty 
and there is a shortage 
in the state’s ‘availability’, 
therefore the state is trying 
to requisition 4000 vehicles 
from neighbouring Assam. 
“Right now, the shortage is 
very much there (in Naga-
land),” he said, and added 
that one of the state’s ad-
ditional CEOs had gone to 
meet with the Transport 
Commissioner of Assam to 
get the adequate number 
of vehicles. 

He explained that such 
a high number of vehi-
cles were needed as all the 
CAPF companies require 
six vehicles each, then 
some would be designated 
for the flying squads while 
others would be needed 
for the polling parties. The 
total requirement was also 
due to the polling stations 
being scattered across the 
state due to the geographi-
cal terrain. 

“We are all prepared 
for the polls and we solicit 
everyone’s cooperation 
and good sense in ensur-
ing that the election gets 
conducted in a very clean, 
fair and peaceful manner,” 
CEO stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Ten legislators of the ruling 
Naga People's Front (NPF) 
on Tue. resigned from the 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly even as uncer-
tainty continues dominate 
Naga politics. 

The list includes former 
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Tokheho Yepthomi; 
former Roads and Bridges 
Minister Neikiesalie Nicky 
Kire; former Environment 
Minister Neiba Kronu; S 
Pangnyu Phom; Zhaleo 
Rio;  Deo Nukhu; CM 
Chang; Pohwang Konyak; 
Namri Nchang; and Neiba 
Kronu.

A joint statement from 
the (now) former legisla-
tors informed that they 
have decided to heed to 
the call of ‘solution before 
election’ endorsed by lead-
ing Naga civil organisa-
tions.  

Consequently,  the 
Speaker of NLA Imtiwa-
pang Aier has accepted the 
resignation of all the the 10 
legislators. With this, the 
strength of the 60-member 
Nagaland Assembly has 
been reduced to 46.

“Instead of the Gamosa 
I suggested for Naga shawls 
taking into consideration 
the relation ASEAN coun-
tries share with northeast 
especially Nagaland. I also 
thought the leaders would 
like the idea of receiving 
Naga shawls because of 
the emotional connection 
they have with Nagas”, 
communicated the PRC. 

The 20 shawls were 
handed over to the minis-
ter for Ministry of External 
Affairs Sushma Swaraj 
who was equally pleased 
with the idea, shared Ka-
lash. The shawls of Ze-
liang, Ao and Lotha tribes 
were arranged from Na-
galand Emporium Delhi, 
he said. 

The idea of Naga shawl 
as a gift was appreciated 
by the Nagaland Governor 
PB Acharya for promoting 
Nagaland through this 
remarkable event and the 
gift was also happily ac-
cepted by the leaders who 
made sure that they wore 
it on the Republic Day pa-
rade, shared the PRC.     

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Residents of 24 villages 
under Pughoboto sub-
division of Zunheboto dis-
trict on Tue. participated 
in a public rally to demand 
the creation of Pughoboto 
district, according to a 
DIPR report. 

The rally, held at the 
local ground of Pughoboto 
town, was organised by 
the Sumi Aphuyemi Hoho 
(SAH) and Pughoboto dis-
trict demand committee 
(PDDC). After the rally, 
they submitted a repre-
sentation to the additional 

deputy commissioner of 
Pughoboto.

The PDCC members 
justified their demand by 
way of pointing out that 
Pughoboto was one of 
the oldest sub-divisions 
in the state after it was ac-
corded the status in 1986. 
“It mentioned that despite 
their geographical prox-
imity with Kohima they 
were placed under Zunhe-
boto district in 1986 on the 
ground of tribal consolida-
tion,” the report read. 

The ‘level of develop-
ment and standard of ex-

istence under both dis-
tricts – Pughoboto was 
once part of Kohima –  ‘has 
not seen any progress ow-
ing to sheer neglect and 
other multiple reasons’, 
according to the report. 

“Historically, it said 
that on their experience of 
the twenty three (23) years 
under Kohima district and 
thirty one (31) years under 
Zunheboto district after 
the attainment of state-
hood, has proved for them 
not worthy to be under 
any district,” the DIPR re-
port read. 

It also reported that 
the people of Pughoboto 
‘were among the first who 
upheld, supported and 
nourished the movement 
of Naga nationalism dur-
ing the time of its incep-
tion’ for which they have 
been made to suffer over 
the years. 

“They bore the worst 
brunt of Indian atrocity 
and also sustained and 
revived the spirit of Naga 
nationalism. According 
to the Pughoboto district 
demand committee they 
sacrificed all that they had 

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): The 
BJP central leadership ap-
pears to have made it clear 
that there will be elections in 
Nagaland notwithstanding 
the appeals for rescheduling 
the polls made by Naga civil 
groups, and armed Naga politi-
cal groups. 

An IANS report on Tue. stat-
ed the Union Minister of State 
for Home Kiren Rijiju as saying 
that  holding of elections is a 
constitutional process and the 
government is bound by the 
Constitution.

"We believe that peace-
ful election in Nagaland will 
facilitate the ongoing peace 
talks and strengthen our com-
mitment," Rijiju tweeted. 

"Holding of timely election 
is a constitutional process. 
Government is bound by the 
Constitution. The government 
of India attaches utmost im-
portance to the long-pending 
Naga issue," the union minis-
ter said. 

The report also cited the 
Nagaland BJP President, Visa-
solie Lhoungu as saying that 
the party’s state unit will "abide 
by the directives of the party 
high command on the assem-
bly elections".

He said the BJP has placed 
Kheto Sema, the party vice 
president under suspension 
for signing the joint declara-

tion of the political parties to 
defer the elections without 
consulting the BJP.

"We have deputed him to 
attend the all party meeting 
convened by the Core Com-
mittee of Nagaland Tribal Hoho 
and Civil Organisations to 
defer the elections but he has 
signed the joint declaration 
on his own without consulting 
the party," the IANS reported 
quoted Lhoungu.
 
NPCC 

The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) 
has asked the ‘NPF-BJP’ to stop 
fooling the Naga people. “NPCC 
condemns the treacherous 
game being played by the NPF 
and the BJP to put the state 
and its people under a spell 
of political uncertainty that is 
waiting to implode and tear 
the Naga society apart. People 
of Nagaland are observing how 
the NPF-BJP is attempting to 
sail in two boats by pretending 
to support the wishes of the 
people while openly planning 
for seat sharing and fight elec-
tions together.

“Towards the fag end of their 
15 years in power, their greed to 
hold on to power at any cost is 
jeopardizing the future of our 
people. They have no respect 
for the people other than shed-
ding crocodile tears to portray 

their sincerity. If they are really 
serious about finding solution 
to the Naga political problem, 
they should have worked with 
full sincerity other than paying 
lip service all through the years. 
Sending party representatives 
to attend the meeting called 
by civil societies while indulg-
ing in open election campaign 
and declaration of candidature 
makes a mockery of the entire 
exercise,” an NPCC statement 
read. 

It claimed that the BJP-NPF 
leaders were determined to go 
ahead with elections without 
bothering about the voices of 
the people. “For BJP, capturing 
power in Nagaland will be a 
crowning achievement on the 
global stage to showcase its 
acceptability by the Christian 
majority voters of Nagaland. 
Their mission is aided by some 
of our people for the love of 
power and money not realizing 
that they are compromising 
the very foundation of our be-
liefs and way of life.

“Congress party assures the 
people of Nagaland that it will 
never allow BJP and its regional 
comfort party NPF to override 
the interest and aspirations of 
our people.”

NPP
In a separate statement 

National People’s Party (NPP), 

Nagaland unit stated that the 
reported sacking of a local BJP 
leader for signing a document 
declaring no political parties 
in Nagaland shall issue tick-
ets or file nomination papers 
‘has brought great confusion’ 
regarding the BJP’s true stance 
on ‘solution’.

“The suspension of two BJP 
executive members indicates 
that the BJP has not honoured 
the call of the public and that 
is tantamount to withdrawal 
from the historic agreement 
which was attended by 11 
political parties, NSCN (IM), 
NNPGs consisting of 6 groups 
besides tribal Hohos and civil 
organisations.

“National People’s Party 
(NPP) Nagaland State President 
has categorically stated in the 
meeting that representatives 
of national political parties like 
BJP or Congress cannot sign 
the agreement if they are not 
authorised by the respective 
party high command. Yet BJP 
signed and their representa-
tives have been suspended.

“NPP wants a distinct an-
swer from the CCNTHCO on 
‘solution not election’by clari-
fying their position if some 
parties continue with the 
electioneering process. NPP 
fears the repetition of the 1998 
political crisis, when some 
organizations boycotted the 

election and Congress Party 
formed the government. NPP 
is also ready to withhold the 
election process and the filing 
of the nominations if all the 
political parties come under 
one consensus of deferring 
the 13th Legislative Assembly 
Election in the State.

“NPP stands committed to 
the agreement signed; how-
ever, if the CCNTHCO fails to 
clarify the position of BJP on 
this issue before February 2, 
2018, NPP will have no other 
option but to go ahead with the 
election process,” it warned. 

CCNTHCO 
The CCNTHCO has also 

asked the BJP to clarify its po-
sition. “The BJP cannot speak 
with forked tongue when even 
after signing the joint decla-
ration, it put in place a most 
insidious game plan to scuttle 
the cry of solution before elec-
tion when the party suspended 
its member for signing the his-
toric declaration when he was 
authorised by none other than 
the State BJP president to sign 
on behalf of the party. 

“This treacherous act will 
not go unchallenged. The CC-
NTHCO representing all the 
apex tribal hohos and mass 
based organisations would like 
to question whether the State 
BJP is committed to finding 

solution to the 7 decades old 
Naga political issue?  It is ap-
parent that the BJP is playing 
a dirty game to grab political 
power at the expense of Naga 
aspirations as amply exempli-
fied by their slogan election 
for solution.  The committee 
would like to publicly ques-
tion whether the state BJP 
members are Nagas first and 
whether their allegiance is to 
their high command than find-
ing solution to Naga problem,” 
read a statement from the 
CCNTHCO.

It demanded that the ‘State 
BJP’ revoke the suspension or-
der and “aver to their declara-
tion made on 29th January.”

The committee would be 
forced to ‘take necessary steps” 
if the BJP fails to accede to the 
demand and any aggravation 
of the peaceful situation in the 
state shall be solely borne by 
the state BJP, it stated.

“In the meantime, the total 
state-wide bandh slated for 
1st Feb. is as scheduled. In 
a slight modification to our 
earlier circular, all educational 
institutions shall be closed 
with the other exemptions 
remaining the same, namely, 
the movement of Army & 
Paramilitary, police, district 
administration, media per-
sons, and emergency medical 
services,” it informed. 

Beckham awarded MLS  
Miami franchise |  P11

and because of this rea-
son Pughoboto area was 
declared ‘hideout of Naga 
nationalists’ and saying 
(sic) that have been left 
unattended by successive 
state government with-
out development on this 
ground – a fact no one can 
deny,” according to the 
report. 

It appealed the govern-
ment of Nagaland “to rec-
ognize our level of sacrifice 
and accord us full-fledged 
district” while contending 
that ‘if the spirit of Naga 
nationalism is alive today, 
we claim that we are the 
reason that deserves pri-
ority’.

“Sumi Aphuyemi Hoho 
president Inavi Swu who 
gave the keynote address 
and the welcome address 
said that the official docu-
ments will also be handed 
over to the chief minis-
ter of Nagaland.” the rally 
adopted 8 points to un-
derscore the Pughoboto’s 
demand to be upgraded as 
a district, the DIPR report 
informed. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 30 (EMN): A 
day after 11 political par-
ties signed a joint decla-
ration not to issue party 
tickets for the forthcom-
ing state assembly elec-
tions, the Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Nagaland, 
Abhijit Sinha on Jan. 30 an-
nounced that the election 
department will go ahead 
with the due process.

Addressing a press 
conference in his office in 
Kohima on Tue., he said 
the department was aware 
of the stand of the Naga 
tribal bodies and civil soci-
ety organisations and their 
meeting with the political 
parties. However, he as-
serted, that it would in no 
way change the election 
schedule or hamper the 
process. 

“We are going ahead 
with the process and to-
morrow we are publishing 
the notification. Today also 
we had a meeting with the 
political parties and all 
parties attended, so for us, 
we are following the elec-
tion schedule which has 
been announced and we 
continue appealing to eve-
ryone that nothing should 
be done to vitiate this,” the 
CEO informed. 

Sinha said the elec-
tion department has to 
follow the mandate of the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI). Pointing out 
that the term of the 12th 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) is coming to 
an end on Mar. 13, he said 
there definitely has to be 
an assembly election and 
a new assembly should 
be in place by then. On 
the threat of Nagaland 
bandh on Feb.1, the possi-
bility of it running through 
the nomination period, 
Sinha replied: “When the 
time comes we will see 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 30: The 69th 
Republic Day of the coun-
try witnessed a remarkable 
affair particularly for Na-
galand as leaders of the ten 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
countries — Thailand, Vi-
etnam, Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore,  Myanmar 
(Burma), Cambodia, Laos 
and Brunei who were in-
vited by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as chief 

guests were seen adorn-
ing Naga shawls sharing 
the podium  with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Ram Nath 
Kovind during  the Repub-
lic Day parade on Jan. 26 in 
New Delhi. 

The photos of the 
ASEAN leaders in Naga 
shawls took no time to 
circulate in social media 
applauding the gesture 
and initiative of Principal 
Resident Commissioner 
(PRC) of Nagaland House, 

New Delhi in presenting 
20 Naga shawls as gift to 
the ASEAN leaders. 

P RC  o f  Na g a l a n d 
House, New Delhi Jyoti 
Kalash when contacted by 
Eastern Mirror, in a tele-
phonic interview recount-
ed that he was contacted 
by the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) office 
prior to the Republic Day 
and was asked to arrange 
some Gamosa like stoles 
to present to the ASEAN 
leaders.



2 STATE
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, January 31, 2018

Deputy Commissioner, Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, womenfolk and others holding candles at the candlelight service for clean 
election at police Point in Wokha town on Tuesday. The programme was organised by Wokha district administration in collaboration with 
Lotha Eloe Hoho.

Medical officials and participants on the occasion of Anti-Leprosy Day at the CMO office.

AAP party officials and workers pose for the lens after the inauguration of its office in Dimapur.

The apprehended cadre.

Awarness lecture being conducted at JN Aier College in Dimapur on Jan. 30.

NSCN (IM) condemns AR’s 
‘fabricated’ charges on civilian

AAP opens office in Dimapur

NSCN (R) ‘discharge’ one cadre

AR apprehends one cadre

NCP, TUK condole with Mmhonlumo

NStCB employees conduct annual meeting

NBCC to conduct 21st triennial convention

RSA mourns Students sensitised on HIV/AIDS

Verification of requisitioned vehicle 
for Dimapur rescheduled 
District Election Commissioner (DEO) Dimapur has notified 
that the verification of requisitioned vehicle by DEO, Dimapur 
for general election has been rescheduled. Owners / drivers 
of the requisitioned vehicles need not report to the State 
Stadium Dimapur on Feb. 1. It has informed that the new 
date shall be intimated. 

ERO Phek notifies on final  
publication of e-roll
Electoral Registration Officer (ERO), Phek K Mhathung Tsanglao 
has notified that the list of amendment to the final electoral 
roll for the 16th Pfutsero, 17th Chizami, 18th Chozuba, 19th 
Phekm and 20th Meluri assembly constituencies have been 
prepared with reference to Jan. 1  as the qualifying date and 
in accordance with the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. It 
also informed that a copy of the said roll together with the list 
of amendments have been published and will be available for 
inspection at the office of the Additional Deputy Commissionr 
office during office hours.

Arms licence verification within 7 days 
Sr. Superintendent of Police Aotemsu has informed all arms 
licence holders in the district of Kohima to submit their 
licences to the respective police stations for verification 
within seven days from the issue of this notice. Failure to 
comply with the order shall invite legal proceedings under 
the Arms Act, 1959 and may be liable to cancellation of the 
arms licence, it informed.

Renewal of DMC registration  
license to begin on Feb. 1
The Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) Administrator 
Moa Sangtam in a circular informed that renewal of DMC 
registration certificate / license for the year 2018 will 
commence from Feb.1. All hand cart / rickshaw / chat trolley 
/ lee cream trolley / sugarcane juicer trolley / bi-cycle owners 
are directed to renew their respective license within the 
March 31 positively and to obtain new no. plate on deposit 
of requisite fees. 

Vehicles requisitioned under Phek 
asked to collect postal ballot
District Election Officer, Phek Shanavas C has informed 
all vehicle owners / drivers / handyman whose vehicles 
were requisitioned for state assembly election under Phek 
district to collect application form for postal ballot (Form-
12) from their concerned returning officers (Pfutsero, 
Chizami, Chozuba, Phek, and Meluri) during office hours. 
The same should be filled-in with details of applicants and 
submit to concerned returning officer on or before Feb. 10, 
it informed.

NDPP convenes emergency meeting
The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has 
convened an emergency meeting on Jan. 31 at 11 a.m. at its 
head office, Chumoukedima in dimapur. Central executive 
board members, senior party leaders and NDPP intending 
candidates have been informed to attend the meeting 
positively. This was notified by the party president and 
general secretary.

WTC notifies on renewal of trade permit
The Wokha Town Council Administrator Nokchasashi has 
informed all shops and business establishments in Wokha 
town to get their trade permit renewed for the year 2018-
19 from the WTC office within Feb. 1 during office hours. 
Any shop and business establishment running without 
trade permit are also directed to obtain the same within the 
stipulated time. The council cautioned that shall be penalized 
as per the provision of Law.

PSU to conduct union assembly
The Pochury Students’ Union (PSU) will be conducting its 1st 
union assembly on Feb. 6 at 10 a.m. at its office in Meluri.  
All units and subordinate bodies of the union have been 
requested to attend the assembly. The union also invited 
applications from units for the host of the next general 
conference scheduled to be held in the early part of the year 
2019. Senior students and well wishers are also requested 
to attend the meet.

CEO office conduct meeting for time allocation
A meeting on allocation of equitable sharing of time of the 
registered recognized political parties and Doordarshan and 
All India Radio was held on Jan. 29 at the Chief Electoral 
Officers Office.  The meeting ewas presided over by 
Additional Chief Electoral Officer N Moa Aier. The meeting 
was attended by five political parties, official of Doordarshan 
and AIR Kohima.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Anti-Leprosy Day marked with 
launching of sparsh leprosy campaign 

Candles for clean election

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The Anti-Leprosy Day was 
commemorated at the 
Chief Medical Officer’s of-
fice with the launching of 
sparsh leprosy awareness 
campaign on Jan. 30.

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, ZLO NLEP Dr. 
Heto said the objective of 
the campaign is to address 
the issue of high level of 
stigma attached to leprosy 
and to increase aware-

ness about the aspect of 
leprosy.

The thrust of this cam-
paign is to promote com-
munity participation to 
reduce stigma and dis-
crimination against lep-
rosy, enhance early case 
reporting and reduce lep-
rosy related disabilities, he 
informed.

Heto said through 
awareness and education, 
stigmas can be removed 

and the number of drop-
out rates can be reduced.

During the campaign, 
he informed that health 
workers will visit public 
areas such as railway sta-
tion, bus terminals, and 
hospitals and identified 
villages where new leprosy 
cases may be detected. 

The bulk of leprosy 
cases in Nagaland are from 
Dimapur district as per the 
latest statistics, he said.

Dr. Heto also appreci-
ated the NLEP staff for 
their sincerity and dedi-
cated and appreciated the 
knowledge and practical 
experiences the staffs have 
on the NLEP programme. 

Deputy Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Antoly said 
that leprosy is a disease 
that can be trace back to 
ancient times and it is still 
prevalent today. However, 
he said it is a curable dis-

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 13.2 5.2 6.6 76 NIL

ZBT 12.3 5.1 9.6 95 NIL

MON 20 9.2 8.9 86 NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 12 6.1 59 NIL

MKG 13.4 8 5.2 50 NIL

PHEK 15.2 3.8 4.3 68 NIL

KIPHIRE 17.6 4.2 7.2 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 15 6.5 6.9 66 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 23 11 11.3 57 NIL

JALUKIE 27 8 8.5 96 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 20.6 13.6 11.6 65 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

ease and no stigma should 
be attached to it. 

Antoly urged health 
workers to carry out the 
campaign with love and 
compassion for patients 
so that they may come 
forward and seek medical 
help.

Pa r t i c i p a n t s  t o o k 
pledge to work together 
and fulfil the dream of Ma-
hatma Gandhi to create a 
‘Leprosy-Free India.’
Awareness lecture: Also, in 
commemoration of Anti-
Leprosy Day, Mokokc-
hung battalion under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
organised a lecture cum 
awareness programme 
on leprosy on Jan. 30 in 
Mokokchung.

Unit Medical officer 
Capt. Saurav Dhand edu-
cated elders and youth 
about the symptoms and 
signs of leprosy, precau-
tions, importance of prop-
er treatment, and eradica-
tion. 

The participants also 
took pledge to spread 
awareness to the remotest 
areas of the region.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
will be conducting its 
tr iennial  convention 
from Feb. 2-4, under the 
theme “Knitted together 
in Christ.” This was in-
formed on Tue. by the 
NBCC Media and Public-
ity office.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
will be hosted by the Ao 
Baptist Arogo Mung-

dang (ABAM), Impur in 
Mokokchung. 

Speakers for  wor-
ship services are Rev. Dr. 
Zelhou Keyho, Khontele 
Seb, Rev. Dr. Rachülie 
Vihienuo, and Rev. Zulu 
Walling. 

Topics such as minis-
try to the special needs, 
creative options, trans-
formation initiative, and 
constitutional provision 
with special reference to 

christians, canaan farm-
ers’ school, and etiquette 
for drivers will take up 
focus group consisting 
of nine members, it in-
formed.

The executive com-
mittee meeting com-
mences from the evening 
of Feb. 1 at 6:00 p.m. 

The NBCC has re-
quested all its members 
to pray for the success of 
the programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The NSCN / GPRN (R) 
UT-1  has issued a ‘force 
discharged’ to one of its 
cadres namely ‘leacy’ 
Hutoshe, UT 1 staff, son 
of Yetovi of  Lizuto village 
from the active national 
service with immediate 
effect.

A press release from 
the MIP stated that the 
cadre was ‘found indulg-
ing in anti- social activi-
ties which is against the 
Yehzabo of the govern-
ment.’

General public are in-

formed not to entertain 
him in any way relating 
to the matter of govern-
ment.

Also, ‘kilonser and su-
pervisor’ UT-1, Khekato 
Kinny further informed all 
members in concern un-
der UT-1 jurisdiction not 
to entertain any financial 
matter without the con-
sent and knowledge of its 
supervisor.  

For further query and 
clarification one may 
contact supervisor of 
UT-1 at 9862746031 or 
9485205557.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The Kohima battalion un-
der the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(North) along with police 
representative have ap-
prehended one NSCN (K) 
cadre from Capital Hotel, 
at NST colony in Kohima 
on Jan. 29.

According to press re-
lease issued by Lieut. Col. 
Amitabh Sharma on Tues-
day, stated that the cadre 
was apprehended during 
the conduct of operation 
based on specific input on 
Jan. 29.

The cadre was identi-
fied as ‘SS Kilonser’ AH 
Wangba Konyak, son of 
Ancho Konyak resident of 
village Yei of Mon district.  

The cadre revealed that 

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The 36th annual gen-
eral meeting of Nagaland 
State Cooperative Bank 
Employees Union was 
held on Feb. 27 at Long-
sokangthu Ecco Tourism 

Park, Karbi Anglong in 
Assam.

Managing Director 
lmtilemba Longkumer 
and General Manager 
Lipoktoba Aier attended 
the meeting as chief guest 

and guest of honour. 
Dur ing the  meet -

ing, the union elected 
Joshua Swu as president, 
Kevibou Tsukru as vice 
president, Neilalie Chi-
ero as general secretary, 

Vechizolu and Puhovil 
Tsukru as asst. gener-
al secretary, Mholemo 
Ngullie as finance sec-
retary and nine other 
nine executive commit-
tee members.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): The 
Rengma Sports Association 
(RSA) has expressed heart-
felt condolence to the be-
reaved family members of 
Isacs Khing, RSA president 
and deputy director Industries 
& Commerce Government of 
Nagaland who passed away on 
Jan. 22 in Kohima. 

Issac Khing is a dedicated 
and sincere person and a man 
of words, the union said.

RSU lamented that his 
untimely demise is irreparable 
and irreplaceable not only for 
the Rengma community but 
to the Nagas in general.

Sharing grief and sorrow 
with the family members, the 
union prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): The Na-
galand State Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) has expressed shocked 
and grief over the demise of Penmi 
Kikon, wife of MLA Mhonlumo 
Kikon who passed away on Sunday 
in Dimapur. 

The NCP has condoled with the 
loss and stand in solidarity with the 

bereaved family during this time of 
grief. It prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace and strength for the 
bereaved family. 

Also, Tangkhul Union Kohi-
ma has expressed grief and pain 
over the demise of Penmi Phazang 
Kikon, wife of MLA Mmhonlumo 
Kikon on Jan. 28 at Zion Hospital in 

Dimapur.
The union condoled with the 

bereaved family and prayed for 
solace upon them.

She was a person whom every-
one described her as a humble and 
God fearing woman, the union said. 
It also prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.

 Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Dimapur Battalion of As-
sam Rifles under the ae-
gis of HQ IGAR (North) 
conducted awareness 
lecture at JA Aier College 
and Eastern Christian 

College in Dimapur on 
Jan. 30.

The aim of the lecture 
was to create awareness 
amongst the youth about 
the causes of HIV/AIDS, 
its effects and preventive 

measures. 
The students were ex-

horted to spread aware-
ness about the disease 
among their kith and 
kin to curb the spread of 
HIV/AIDS caused.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The GPRN has strongly 
condemned the ‘fabricat-
ed charges’ levelled against 
Kuhang Songthing, a civil-
ian from Longpha village 
of Changlang district in 
Arunachal Pradesh, by the 
Indian army.

A press release issued 
through MIP to media of 
Tuesday stated that the 
Indian army ‘branded him 
as an active self-styled pri-
vate and Raju Peyu of the 
NSCN (IM) and subse-

quently arrested him Jan. 
25 on false allegation.’

“There is no such in-
dividual enrolled or ap-
pointed as a Private or 
Raju Peyu in the army or 
civil set-up of the govern-
ment,” the press release 
stated.

The NSCN (IM) belit-
tled the Indian army for 
its ‘total ignorance’ on 
the difference between a 
private rank soldier of the 
Naga army and a ‘Raju 
Peyu’ of the civil set-up of 

the government, ‘despite 
the Indian Army’s forced 
occupation of the Naga 
country for the last seven 
decades.’ 

Such malicious accu-
sation is a desperate at-
tempt of the Assam Rifles 
to malign the image of the 
NSCN, the GPRN added. 

The NSCN (IM) also 
cautioned the Assam Ri-
fles to restrain its person-
nel from ‘picking up’ any 
Naga randomly on mere 
suspicion.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): The Aam Aadmi 
Party of Nagaland office was inaugurated 
its treasurer Pukhaho Yepthomi on Jan. 29 
n Dimapur. The party executive member 
Khekuto Awoni invoked God’s blessings. 
AAP Media cell on Tuesday updated.

The treasurer in his speech encour-
aged the party members to work hard for 
the growth of the party and remain united 
to achieve the party’s goals and objectives 
which primarily focus on health, medical 
and road. 

The party members who attended the 
inauguration programme expressed joy 
of having the party office. The members 
anticipate seeing initiatives from the of-
fice to connect common people in the 

state to work together for the growth of 
the society.

The party spokesperson, Dr. L 
Chuhwanglim expressed gratitude to 
the party workers and convenor, Dr. 
Amos Longkumer for fulfilling one of 
the primary dreams of the party. He also 
expressed hope that many other plans of 
the party will be fulfilled for the welfare of 
the common people. 

“Whatever we do, the party members 
should focus first in God for our human 
strength alone will become in vain,” he 
said.

Chuhwanglim further encouraged the 
members to remain positive to win in the 
coming general election. 

he has been involving in 
serving extortion notes, 
the press release stated. 

The apprehended in-
dividual has been hand-
ed over to Police Station, 
North Kohima for further 
investigation. 
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Renowned Naga actors Zhokhoi Chuzho and Tiakumzuk Aier along with the students at the commencement of Don Bosco Youth Film Fes val 
India 2018 (DBYFFI 2018) on January 30.
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Chief secretary, Pankaj Kumar seen along with the author Anungla Longkumer during the release of the 
book ‘Folklore of Eastern Nagaland’ at Kohima on Jan 30.

EM Images

Officials from the Excise department were seen destroying the seized liquor on January 30 in Dimapur.
EM Images

Assam Rifles personnel proceeding on pension undergoing training 
conducted by Assam Rifles personnel proceeding on pension in 
Shillong.

CS releases book on folklore of Eastern Nagaland Liquor worth INR 10 lakhs destroyed

Don Bosco School Dimapur hosts DBYFFI 2018

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
‘History tells us that when 
mankind reaches certain 
point of progress, the 
inherent ‘nostalgia’ and 
‘curiosity’ for the past 
take over. Thus began the 
course of retrieval of in-
digenous lore in their own 
languages among the Na-
gas,’ said Dr. Temsula Ao, 
an academician.

Giving a rare insight 
about the stories and 
tales of the people ‘Folk-
lore of Eastern Nagaland’ 
narrates the stories of 
life, love, heartache and 
beliefs of the six tribes of 
Eastern Nagaland viz. the 
Konyak, Phom, Chang, 
Sangtam, Yimchunger 
and Khiamniungan.

The book gives an in-
sight into the rich legacy 
of folklore handed down 
from generations by word 
of mouth as it takes one 
through 65 little known 
lores break-up into tribe 
wise folktales.

‘Folklore of Eastern 
Nagaland’ is a project of 
the Department of Under-
developed Areas (DUDA) 
under Research & Plan-
ning Cell with the primary 
objective to record and 
safeguard the unwritten 
literary knowledge and 

FELICITATION

The Department of Agriculture expressed  heartiest congratulations 
to Smt. Neikhotuonuo Dy. Director State Agri. Expo, 4th mile Dimapur 
and Shri. T. Supongmar Dy. Director, State Agricultural Research 
Station (SARS) Yisemyong, Mokokchung for being awarded Governor’s 
Commendation Certifcate on 69th Republic day  (26th Jan.) Celebration 
2018 at State Capital Kohima which brought laurel to the Department. 
The Department wishes them a bright and successful service carrier in 
the years to come. 

Director of Agriculture
Nagaland : Kohima

KG-2284 

Late KHRIESAVIZO (AVIZO) METHA 
Died on: 31/01/2017 

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, 
may the name of the Lord is to be praised” 

(Job 1:21)

1ST DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

We deeply miss you!! 
Loving family members

A year has passed 
since you left us for 
heavenly abode, 

your presence is always 
felt. 

A life well lived is a 
precious gift of hope and 
strength and grace, from 
someone who has made 
our world a brighter and a 
better place to live.

It �lled with moments, 
sweet and sad with smiles 
and sometimes tears, with 
friendship formed and 
good times shared and 
laughter through the years.

A life well lived is a 
legacy, of joy and pride 
and pleasure, a living 
lasting memory our 
grateful hearts will be 
treasured. 

D-5017 

identity of the six tribes.
The book was released 

by Pankaj Kumar, chief 
secretary of Nagaland 
on January 30 at Hotel 
Vivor, Kohima. It was au-
thored by a young pro-
lific writer, Anungla Long-
kumer (commissioned by 
DUDA), and edited by Dr. 
Temsula Ao. The pictorial 
illustrations were made 
by Vineizotuo Z Tase and 
Vithuse Temi and pub-
lished by Heritage Pub-
lishing House, Dimapur.

In his address, Kumar 
observed that the study of 
folklore in Nagaland has 
languished on account 
of certain historical rea-
sons like the conversion 
to Christianity, which 
taught that anything tra-
ditional was heathen. He 
maintained that there 
is a gradual dissociation 
from the old way of life 
causing memory lapse in 
the minds of storytellers, 
singers and custodians of 
the tribe’s history.

Appreciating the ef-
forts of DUDA and the au-
thor in making the project 
a reality, he expressed 
hope that the book would 
be a treasure not only for 
the six tribes but for all 
Nagas.

Giving a brief account 
of the project, Longkumer 
who journeyed to 69 vil-
lages digging the stories 
of the past, described her 
journey as ‘fascinating 
and adventurous’ and 
narrated the challenges 

they had faced along their 
journey.

Though much more 
treasures still remain un-
traced and un-recorded, 
Temsula Ao, in her edi-
tor’s note described the 
content of the book as 
remarkable in the rich 
variety and also similari-
ties and also the so-called 
‘savage’ people’s under-
standing of themselves, 
life around them and es-
pecially their intuitive but 
valid assessment of the 
universe around them.

She hoped that the 
book would be a path-
breaking endeavour lead-
ing to similar explorations 
whereby the people of 
the region could identify 
themselves through the 
positive energy of their 
native wisdom. 

‘The idea is not to hark 
back to the past but to 
hold their own in an en-
vironment where natives 
everywhere are struggling 
to assert themselves as 
equal citizens in a reduc-
tive world,’ concluded Ao.

The book priced at 
INR 1000 is available at 
Chaprü Kohima, Heritage 
Publishing House, Ang-
hya Outlets, Crossword 
and also online at ilandlo.
com and amazon.in.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 30: Excise department 
has destroyed 14,796 bottles of assorted 
liquor worth INR 10,53600 in the open 
market in the premise of the Directorate 
of Excise and Prohibition, Dimapur, on 
January 30.  

Giving detailed report of the seized 
articles, Superintendent of Excise, Mo-
bile Squad Dimapur, Katoho Sumi, said 
14,796 bottles of assorted liquor were 
seized which included 6231 bottles of 
IMFL (Rum, Whisky, breezer) and 8565 
bottles of beer from August 25, 2017, to 
January 24, 2018.  He informed that 319 
cases were registered and arrested 319 
persons in the connection. He further 
informed that a fine amount of INR 3, 
19, 000 was realised from the defaulters. 

Commissioner of Excise and Prohibi-

tion, Tarep Imchen, in his address, said 
despite Nagaland’s Excise department 
operating with just 203 constables, the 
department was providing a yeoman 
service. 

“We are short of manpower but de-
spite this we are executing an excellent 
service,” exhorted Imchen adding “It is 
not only the department who should 
contribute to combat this menace but 
every NGOs and the society in general 
should contribute.”

Deputy Commissioner of Excise, 
Narcotic Cell Dimapur Kevisetuo Anga-
mi, who chaired the programme, assert-
ed that the seized articles were destroyed 
with the approval from the Commission-
er. He further added that the department 
could continue to fight against liquor 
bootlegging in the state. 

NNPGs (WC) appreciates legislators 
Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The Working Committee 
of the Naga National Po-
litical Groups (NNPGs) 
has appreciated the Na-
galand Legislative As-
sembly for adopting the 
resolution on December 
15, 2017, in support of 
‘solution and not elec-
tion.’ 

A press release is-
sued by media cell of the 
NNPGs Working Com-
mittee (WC) stated that 
the commitment made 
by the elected represent-
atives gave the people 
a new impetus towards 
achieving a common as-
piration. It reiterated that 
the political dialogue be-
tween the Government 
of Indian (GOI) and Naga 
National Political Groups 
began earnestly with GOI 
and NNPGs signing an 
agreed position. 

The Working Com-
mittee (WC) placed on 
record its deep apprecia-
tion to Core Committee 
of Nagaland Tribal Hohos 
and Civil Organisations 
(CCNTHCO) in particular 
and all Nagas in general 
for exhibiting unflinch-

ing commitment towards 
our common aspiration 
through “Solution not 
Election.” 

“Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) an-
nounced the election in 
our homeland in total 
disregard to our people’s 
demand. This has united 
all Nagas! Today, the once 
deeply fragmented tribal 
hohos, GBs, churches 
and Naga national politi-
cal groups have come to 
understand that despite 
our differences, all sec-
tions of Nagas have come 
to a common under-
standing on the issue of 
“Solution not Election,” 
the media cell state. 

On January 28 at Sar-
amati Hotel, Dimapur, 
the Core Committee of 
Nagaland Tribal Hohos 
and Civil Organisations 
(CCNTHCO) organised 
a meeting where the 
NNPGs Working Com-
mittee and NSCN (IM), 
the two negotiating en-
tities with GOI, signed a 
joint statement appeal-
ing to intending candi-
dates to consider Indo-
Naga political solution 

above electoral interest. 
On January 29, 2018, 
eleven national and re-
gional political parties 
in Nagaland appended 
their signatures pledging 
not to distribute or file 
nomination papers.

Basing on the com-
mitment of the people, 
NNPGs, in an emergency 
meeting, resolved that 
in order to safeguard the 
decision and interest of 
the Naga people, any as-
pirant who decides to go 
against the wishes of the 
people and go for nomi-
nation should be held ac-
countable and branded 
as anti-Naga and a trai-
tor.

It further added that 
any unfortunate turn of 
event due to non com-
pliance of Naga people’s 
would be dealt with by 
the people themselves. 
It was of the view that 
none should attempt 
to sabotage the histori-
cal processes of nego-
tiations. The statement 
added that would be un-
fortunate for any person 
to test the patience of 
patriotic Nagas.

DC Dimapur bans movement over Nagarjan bridge
Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): Deputy com-
missioner, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel 
has issued strict order that no vehicles or 
pedestrians should be allowed to cross 
the dilapidated Dhansiri bridge along 
the Nagarjan road, adding that anyone 
defying the order would be doing so at 
their own risk.

The DC has issued this order hav-

ing noticed that some miscreants had 
burned down the barricade erected over 
the dilapidated Dhansiri bridge along 
the Nagarjan road while the public con-
tinue to cross over the bridge despite or-
der banning movement of vehicles and 
pedestrians.

The DC has issued the order for strict 
compliance by all concerned.

AR conducts training 
for retiring personnel

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
A team from IL&FS Skill 
Development Corpora-
tion Ltd, a designated 
training partner of Na-
tional Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) has 
conducted training for a 
job of ‘security supervisor’ 
and ‘supervisor hospital-
ity sector’ to Assam Rifles 
personnel proceeding on 
pension.

The training was 
aimed at imparting retir-
ing Assam Rifles person-
nel with the right set of 
skills based on their exist-

ing expertise so as to im-
prove the quality of their 
post retirement life. 

A total of 189 person-
nel attended the train-
ing. The training was a 
result of an MoU signed 
between Assam Rifles 
and NSDC in December 
2017 in order to help the 
government harness un-
tapped human resource 
of the disciplined force 
and at the same time 
pave the way towards a 
second career post-re-
tirement for Assam Rifles 
personnel.

Dimapur, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Don Bosco Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur, 
has hosted the third edi-
tion of Don Bosco Youth 
Film Festival India 2018 
(DBYFFI 2018) in its 
school auditorium on Jan-
uary 30. Some students 
and staff members from 
Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School, 
Assisi Higher Secondary 
School, and MGM Higher 
Secondary School partici-
pated in the DBYFFI.

The programme be-
gan with an invocation 
said by Fr. CT Varghese, 
DBHSS Rector, while Ms 
Anjana presented a special 
number. Fr. Joshua, prin-
cipal of DBHSS, delivered 
the welcome address.

Director of Dreamz 
Unlimited Tiakumzuk 

Aier was the chief guest, 
while Zhokhoi, actor, was 
the special guest of the 
programme. Fr. Jonas 
Kerketta, delegate for so-
cial communications of 
Dimapur province, pre-
sented an overview of the 
DBYFFI 2018.

In his intervention, 
Tiakumzuk Aier, winner 
of the best director award 
for the Nagamese film 
‘Nana’ at the Edinburgh 
Festival of Indian films 
and documentaries 2017, 
urged the audience to 
develop and utilise their 
talents in such a way that 
they need not run after 
money or fame but that 
money and fame would 
follow them instead.

The special guest 
Zhokhoi Chuzho, a popu-
lar actor in Nagamese 

films, doordarshan seri-
als and Bollywood films 
such as Dukhiya Manu, 
Revenge and Khushi Din, 
Force 2 (alongside with 
John Abraham, Sonakshi 
Sinha…), etc. encour-
aged the young viewers 
to entertain and cultivate 
healthy and useful dreams 
for their successful future. 

DBYFFI is an annu-

ally event organised by 
the federation of Bosco 
Communications, South 
Asia (BOSCOM SA), the 
media departments of 
the ten Salesian Provinces 
of India and one from Sri 
Lanka. BOSCOM SA is 
also assisted by BoscoNet 
SA and Master Mind In-
ternational.

For this year’s DBYF-

FI, there were over 1,000 
short films from 20 coun-
tries of which 34 films 
were selected by a special 
jury under the aegis of 
BOSCOM SA. 

The venues for the 
DBYFFI 2018 in the Sale-
sian Province of Dimapur 
included Don Bosco 
College (Itanagar), Don 
Bosco Higher Second-
ary School (Jorhat), Don 
Bosco Higher Secondary 
School (Dibrugarh), Don 
Bosco School (Amguri), 
Don Bosco School (Tin-
sukia), Don Bosco Higher 
Secondary School (Di-
mapur), Don Bosco Col-
lege (Kohima) and Don 
Bosco College (Maram-
Manipur).

DBYFFI is held every 
year to honour Don Bo-
sco, the Italian saint of the 
19th century who devoted 
all his life for the holistic 
development of youth 
across the globe. The fes-
tival is also held to enrich 
the life of the young peo-
ple through these value-
based films. This year’s 
theme of DBYFFI is ‘Youth 
for Life.’
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Rahul slams BJP for offering 
money to Meghalaya churches

Poppy plantation 
destroyed in Manipur 

Manipur observes martyrs’ day

Tripura’s Congress chief, INPT 

Jowai, Jan. 30 (IANS): Con-
gress President Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday hit out at 
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment for offering money 
to churches in Congress-
ruled Meghalaya ahead of 
the assembly elections.

“You will find the BJP 
has a lot of money. These 
days their leadership be-
lieves that everything can 
be bought,” he said drum-
ming up support for his 
party candidates in the 
seven assembly constitu-
encies in Jaintia Hills dis-
trict.

“I am very sad to hear 
that the BJP offered money 
to our churches in what 
I consider to be a huge 
sum...,” said Gandhi, who 
travelled 60 km to Jowai, 
the district headquarters 
of Jaintia Hills.

The Congress Presi-
dent is scheduled to meet 
Church leaders of various 
Christian denominations 
over breakfast on Wednes-
day.

Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma, state Congress 
President Celestine Lyn-
gdoh, Lok Sabha member 
Vincent H. Pala and others 
accompanied the party 
leader.

On January 7, Union 
Tourism Minister K.J. Al-
phons announced a tour-

EM Images

Chief Minister N Biren laying wreath at the statue of Mahatama Gandhi during Martyrs’ day in Imphal on 
Tuesday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi being welcomed by the supporters on his arrival at Jowai in West Jain a 
Hills, Meghalaya on Tuesday.

ism package of Rs 70 crore 
to develop religious and 
spiritual circuits in the 
state.

But the Presbyterian 
Church and Catholic 
Church, besides the op-
position Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party, raised 
their eyebrows on the of-
fer.

E l e c t i o n  t o  t h e 
60-member Meghalaya 
Assembly will be held on 
February 27.

“There is no price, 

there is no amount of 
money that can buy the 
people of Meghalaya. The 
BJP may buy a few lead-
ers here and there as few 
leaders may defect to the 
BJP or their proxy the NPP 
(National People’s Party),” 
the Congress President 
said.

Five  for mer  Con-
gress legislators -- Row-
ell Lyngdoh, Prestone 
Tynsong, Coming One 
Ymbon, Sniawbhalang 
Dhar and Ngaitlang Dhar 

-- had defected to the NPP 
founded by former Lok 
Sabha Speaker late Purno 
A. Sangma.

Another Congress leg-
islator Alexander Hek, who 
was a Health and Family 
Welfare Minister in Mukul 
Sangma-led government 
until he was sacked last 
year, joined the Bharatiya 
Janata Party.

Stressing that neither 
the NPP nor the BJP can 
change the future of Meg-
halaya, Gandhi said: “A 

vote to NPP is like voting 
for the BJP, but they will 
not be able to change the 
future of Meghalaya.

“...I am here to tell you 
that the Congress is going 
to work together with our 
different cultures, ideas 
when everybody feels that 
they can express what is in 
their hearts and say what 
they want and happily 
live in india that embraces 
them.”

Noting that the Con-
gress will defend the idea 
of Meghalaya, Gandhi 
told his party workers and 
supporters that “when we 
defend your culture we 
are defending the idea of 
Meghalaya and also the 
idea of plural and inclusive 
India that we love”.

Exhorting his party 
workers to work hard so 
as to ensure the victory 
of Congress candidates, 
Gandhi told the gathering 
about his relationship with 
northeast.

“My grandmother (In-
dira Gandhi) was fond 
of northeast, so was my 
father (Rajiv Gandhi) and 
I intend to come here 
often and spend a longer 
period with you and un-
derstand your culture 
and customs and under-
stand deeply what Meg-
halaya is,” he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Close on the heels of for-
mation of state level com-
mittees to combat the 
drug menace in Manipur, 
a combined team of Im-
phal East district police 
and Narcotic Affairs and 
Border (NAB) destroyed 
more than five acres of 
poppy plantation worth 
around INR 25 lakh at 
Chanung Khunjing hill 
range under Sagolmang 
police station in Manipur.

Sources said, the com-
bined team carried out 
the operation as a part of 
the massive drive against 
poppy cultivation at dif-
ferent districts in the last 
few days.

Similar operations 
were also held at the hilly 
terrain near Sangkhai 
village of Ukhrul district 
recently. A team of Kang-
pokpi district police and 
NAB also destroyed large 
tracts of poppy planta-
tions at Thangjing village 
hill range under Saikul sub 
division.

Meanwhile Churach-
andpur district police 
raided various shops and 
godowns that are suspect-
ed of dealing with illegal 
tobacco products within 
the district headquarters 
on Monday and seized the 
large quantity of banned 
tobacco products worth Rs 
4 lakhs besides arresting 
seven persons.

The seized tobacco 
products included 905 Sa-
dar, Baba 120, Baba Black, 
Sajan Tobacco, Balkimi 
tobacco, Rally Khaini to-
bacco, Nerula Tobacco 
and others.

It may be mentioned 
that for coordination and 
control of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic sub-
stances in the State, the 
government has reconsti-
tuted the Multi Discipli-
nary Level Coordination 
Committee, in superses-
sion of the order issued in 
2006.Chief Secretary RR 
Rashmi will head the 16 
member Committee as the 
Chairman while Addition-
al Chief Secretary (Home) 
will be the Vice Chairman.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
Manipur observed a mar-
tyrs’ day by paying obei-
sance to the Father of the 
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, 
as well as to the freedom 
fighters of the country in 
Imphal on January 30. A 
state level observation was 
held at Gandhi Memorial 
Hall located in the heart of 
Imphal town.

Manipur Governor 
Dr. Najma Heptulla led 
the dignitaries including 
the chief minister N Bi-
ren Singh and his council 
of ministers, ppposition 

leader and former chief 
minister O Ibobi Singh, 
MLAs along with other top 
civil and police officials to 
pay rich floral tributes to 
the statue of Gandhi.

During the observa-
tion, a siren was played as 
a warning signal and clos-
ing signal for observance 
of two minutes silence. 
The two minute-long si-
lence was observed as a 
mark of respect to the de-
parted souls. During the 
two minutes silence, all 
vehicular movement came 
to a halt.

“Attended the Martyrs’ 

Day function on the death 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi at GM Hall, Im-
phal, also attended by the 
Hon’ble Governor, Min-
isters, MLAs, Police and 
Civil officials of the State 
Govt. and observed a two 
minute silence as a mark 
of respect to the Mahat-
ma,” tweeted Biren.

During the observa-
tion, teachers and stu-
dents of Shri Shri Bal 
Mukundev Government 
Music College, Imphal, 
presented the favourite 
Bhajans of Mahatma Gan-
dhi to mark the occasion.

Assam announces cash 
awards to encourage 
woman entrepreneurs
Guwahati, Jan. 29 (PTI): 
To encourage women 
entrepreneurship in As-
sam, Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
announced that the state 
would give commenda-
tion and cash awards to 
three successful woman 
entrepreneurs every year.

Speaking on the first 
day of a two-day As-
sam Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Conclave here this 
evening, Sonowal said 
the state government 
would acknowledge their 
success by giving cash 
awards of Rs 5 lakh, Rs 
3 lakh and Rs 2 lakh, re-
spectively.

He also said that the 
state government was 
committed to channelis-
ing the skills of the wom-
en of Assam using latest 
technology and give a 
fillip to their entrepre-
neurial skills.

Appropriate planning 
coupled with scientific 
approaches and honest 

and hard labour would 
lead to a prosperous As-
sam, he said as he ap-
pealed to woman entre-
preneurs to keep working 
for their empowerment 
and development of As-
sam.

In all the 33 districts 
of the state, he said, the 
government would pro-
vide assistance to set up 
women hub and women 
clusters.

The chief minister 
also felicitated three 
woman entrepreneurs 
in recognition to their 
success in their business 
and inaugurated an ex-
hibition at the conclave 
organised by the Indian 
Institute of Entrepre-
neurship.

Industries and Com-
merce Minister Chan-
dra Mohan Patowary 
who was also present at 
the event and said that 
his ministry was doing 
everything possible for 
women empowerment.

Agartala, Jan. 30 (IANS): The Presi-
dents of the opposition Congress’ 
state unit and tribal outfit INPT 
on Tuesday filed their nomina-
tions for the February 18 Assem-
bly polls, while the ruling CPI-M 
changed one candidate.

In a surprise development, 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
ers on Tuesday night held a closed-
door meeting with Congress 
Tripura unit Working President 
and former royal family scion 
Pradyot Kishore Deb Burman at 
the latter’s palace here.

Tripura Pradesh Congress 
Committee chief and former Min-
ister Birajit Sinha filed his papers 
from his old Kailashahar seat in 
northern Tripura.

Sinha, elected to the Assembly 
five times since 1988, later told the 
media that the Congress is the only 
alternative to the ruling Left Front 
led by Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) in Tripura.

Indigenous Nationalist Party of 
Tripura (INPT) President Bijoy Ku-
mar Hrangkhawl filed papers from 
Ambassa. Former militant turned 
politician Hrangkhawl was elected 
to the Assembly for three consecu-
tive terms in 1998, 2003 and 2008.

INPT in association with an-
other tribal-based National Con-

ference of Tripura (NCT) has field-
ed 14 candidates and announced 
to nominate more candidates if 
there is no electoral alliance with 
the Congress and other parties.

CPI-M Central Committee 
Member Gautam Das said here on 
Tuesday night that the Left Front 
has nominated Nimal Biswas 
in Khowai in western Tripura in 
place of Biswajit Datta, admitted 
to hospital few days back due to 
serious illness.

Biswas is a former State Sec-
retary of CPI-M’s student wing 
Student Federation of India.

After his meeting with As-
sam Minister and BJP incharge of 
Tripura elections Himanta Biswa 
Sarma and party’s central observer 
Sunil Deodhar, ex-royal Deb Bur-
man told the media that it was a 
“courtesy call and nothing politi-
cal”. 

“However, I sincerely want 
the Left parties to be ousted from 
power in polls,” Deb Burman said.

“We want to see Pradyot 
Kishore Deb Burman in the Rajya 
Sabha,” Sarma told the media at 
the royal palace in presence of Deb 
Burman. 

Elections to the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly will be held on 
February 18.

Guwahati, Jan. 30 (PTI): As-
sam’s Finance Department has 
launched a programme seek-
ing suggestions for the state’s 
budget for the year 2018-19 
from the common people.

The programme initiated 
by Finance Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma has been 
launched simultaneously at 
select educational institutes 
in Kamrup (Metro), Kamrup, 
Dhemaji and Golaghat dis-
tricts, an official release said 

here today.
The programme will gradu-

ally cover 12 other districts, 
covering 42 schools, colleges 
and universities over a period 
of one week.

People can share their 
budget ideas through two gov-
ernment websites, https://
assam.mygov.in/ and http://
finance.assam.gov.in by Febru-
ary 16 next.

The state government has 
also decided to that Assam 

Budget 2018-19 would be an 
e-Budget, instead of the con-
ventional paper-based one, the 
release said.

Budget copies are generally 
printed for use by MLAs, of-
ficials, media and people. But 
everybody would be able to 
access the e-budget in a com-
puter or mobile phone.

Assam Budget 2018-19 will 
also lay significant stress on girl 
child, differently abled and eld-
erly people, the release added.

Shillong, Jan. 30 (IANS): Con-
gress President Rahul Gandhi 
on Tuesday asked the Indian 
youth to be proud of their herit-
age, languages, and religions, 
and vowed to defend the culture 
and way of thinking of the peo-
ple in Meghalaya.

“My message to all young 
people is -- be proud of your 
heritage, languages, and reli-
gions. We are all proud of you. 
We stand by you and we will 
defend your culture and your 
way of thinking,” Gandhi said at 
a music concert here.

Five musical bands, includ-
ing Shillong-based Soulmates, 
performed at the concert enti-
tled “Celebrate Peace and Way 

of Life”, a celebration of Meg-
halaya’s music, culture and way 
of life.

“India’s strength lies in di-
verse culture, different languag-
es, different ways of thinking. We 
are the strongest when all of us 
stand together in our diversity,” 
he added.

Noting that every single 
state, including Meghalaya, has 
place in the Union of India, Gan-
dhi said: “Their dreams and as-
pirations are equally important. 
It does not matter how small 
the (Indian) state is. Every single 
Indian’s aspirations and dreams 
should be equally important.”

Praising the holding of the 
event since it connected peo-

ple, particularly the youth, the 
Congress leader said that it was 
important that all Indians real-
ised that the country was strong 
when we loved and respected 
each other.

“When we find fault and 
spread hatred, we are weaken-
ing our country and disrespect-
ing our people.”

Promising the crowd that he 
would again visit Meghalaya, 
the Congress chief said: “My visit 
is not for a day, but an extended 
one wherein I will travel around 
the state and talk to youngsters, 
listen to their issues and try to 
understand what their dreams 
and aspirations are. I will defi-
nitely be back here very soon.”

Banning non-organic produce from Two MLAs resign from M’laya Assembly

Complaint against Arunachal CM over ‘poll code violation’

Gangtok, Jan. 30 (PTI): Sikkim Chief 
Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling 
today defended the government’s 
proposed move to ban non-organic 
produces from outside, saying such 
a measure will promote consump-
tion of locally grown organic prod-
ucts and make the state self-reliant 
in the long run.

The Sikkim government had yes-
terday withdrew a bill that sought a 
ban on supply of non-organic pro-
duces in Sikkim from outside, citing 
paucity of time.

“The proposed move to ban 
supply of non-organic produces in 
a phased manner in Sikkim from 
outside has been taken to boost 
production and consumption of or-
ganic produces grown domestically 
for a host of reasons,” Chamling 
said in the state Assembly during his 
90-minute speech at the two-day 
special session of the House.

“By taking a tough decision like 
banning supply of non-organic 
produces from outside in a phased 
manner in Sikkim and giving impe-
tus to production and consumption 
of organic produces that we can 
make, our state will be self-reliant in 
farm sector in the long run,” he said.

The proposed measure will 
boost farm income and take care of 
health of the people as well as soil 
and environment, the long serving 
chief minister said.

He, however, remained mum as 
to why his government yesterday 
withdrew the Sikkim Non-Organic 
Agriculture and Horticulture Com-

modities (Prohibition and Regula-
tory) Bill, 2018 that sought a ban on 
supply of non-organic vegetables, 
livestock and other produce in Sik-
kim from outside with effect from 
March 31, 2018.

Chamling likened the ‘America 
First’ policy of the US President 
Donald Trump and hard work and 
enterprise of the Japanese on way 
to defending his government’s deci-
sion to ban supply of non-organic 
produces from outside in a phased 
manner.

“We can and will protect the 
interests of the Sikkimese people by 
following the ‘America First’ policy 
as well as enterprise and hard work 
of the Japanese people,” he said.

Chamling, however, conceded 
that the decision to ban supply of 
non-organic produces like veg-
etables and fruits from outside will 
create crisis because of inadequate 
production of organic produces 
domestically, but hoped that the 
people will manage for the time be-
ing in the larger interests of the state.

It was for this anticipated short-
age of organic produce that his 
government has deferred ban on 
supply of potato and onion to next 
year as there is huge demand for 
these produces in the state.

Chamling said that by going 
ahead with ban on supply of non-
organic produces in Sikkim in 
phased manner, his government 
wants only rice and petro products 
to be supplied from outside in state 
in the future.

Shillong, Jan. 30 (PTI): Two 
more MLAs have resigned from 
the Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly today, official sources 
said.

Independent MLA Rophul 
S Marak and Congress MLA 
Bluebell Sangma were the latest 
to put in their papers, taking the 
total number of resignations 
to 20, ahead of the February 27 
elections in the state.

Rophul S Marak is the MLA 
from Rongara Siju constituency 
in South Garo Hills district.

I have received the resigna-
tion letter of Rophul S Marak 
today, Assembly Commissioner 
and Secretary Andrew Simons 
told PTI.

He said the same have been 
forwarded to the Speaker for in-
formation and necessary action 

adding that a notification in this 
regard will be issued once the 
Speaker approves.

Bluebell Sangma, the MLA 
from Chokpot constituency, 
was denied a Congress ticket. 
She said she would contest the 
elections but did not elaborate 
further.

Yesterday, Mawryngkneng 
MLA David A Nongrum resigned 
and last week NCP MLA Mar-
thon Sangma and Independent 
MLA Brigaddy Marak resigned 
from their elected posts.

On January 2, Congress 
MLA A L Hek and NCP MLA 
and former deputy speaker 
Sanbor Shullai resigned along 
with two Independents -- Jus-
tine Dkhar and Robinus Syng-
kon. All four joined the BJP on 
the same day.

Agartala, Jan. 30 (IANS): The 
ruling CPI-M in Tripura on 
Tuesday lodged a complaint 
with the Election Commis-
sion against Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu for “violating 
model code of conduct by 
distributing materials and 
delivering speech on reli-
gious lines”.

Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M) state 
secretary Bijan Dhar, in a 
letter to the Chief Election 

Commissioner Om Prakash 
Rawat, said Khandu, during 
an election campaign for 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) at Machmara in Tripu-
ra on Sunday, delivered a 
“speech on religious lines 
to unite all Buddhists at 
the call of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi”.

“After the speech at a 
Buddhist shrine at Machma-
ra (in Pabiachhara assembly 
constituency), Khandu has 
distributed packets of some 

clothing including an en-
velop supposedly containing 
money to each of the devo-
tees assembled there,” said 
Dhar, also a member of the 
CPI-M central committee.

The CPI-M leader, to sup-
port his allegation, also sub-
mitted two compact discs 
(CD) of the entire event of 
Khandu’s election campaign 
in Machmara, 135 km from 
Agartala.

Meanwhile, the BJP criti-
cised the CPI-M for politicis-

ing Khandu’s ‘personal visit’. 
According to the party, the 
Arunachal Chief Minister 
visited the Buddhist shrine at 
Machmara at the invitation 
of Buddhist monks.

“Khandu did not take 
part in any ongoing BJP elec-
tion campaign during his 
one-day visit to Tripura. No 
BJP leader in Tripura met 
him,” BJP spokesman Mrinal 
Kanti Deb told the media.

“This is the political 
bankruptcy of the Left party 

who dragged everything into 
politics,” he said.

Tripura BJP president 
Biplab Kumar Deb said As-
sam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, Manipur 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
and Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath are 
scheduled to visit Tripura for 
campaigning in support of 
the BJP.

Polling will be held for 
the 60-seat Tripura assembly 
on February 18.

We must be proud of our heritage—Rahul Gandhi

Assam seeks suggestions for budget from people
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L-R Dr. Markus Braunsperger, Chief Technology Officer and Malo 
Le Masson, Head - Global Product Planning Hero MotoCorp at the 
unveiling of all-new Xtreme 200R in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Gold bounces 
back on 
jewellers’ buying, 
silver drops

Rupee ends 2 paise lower at 63.601

Hero MotoCorp launches new Xtreme 200R

IOC Q3 net at  
INR 7,883 cr, nearly 
doubles on higher sales

Ola to ride in Australia to take on Uber

SBI to provide 
credit cards to 
farmers
Kolkata, Jan. 30 (PTI): 
To deepen the credit cul-
ture among the farming 
community of  the coun-
try, its largest lender State 
Bank of  India will provide 
credit cards to the farmers 
through its subsidiary SBI 
Cards and Payments Serv-
ices, its chairman Rajnish 
Kumar said today.

He said the project had 
been taken up on a pilot 
basis in Gujarat, Rajshthan 
and Madhya Pradesh, and 
then would be launched 
across the country depend-
ing on its success.

Unlike the Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC), the 
SBI card would provide 
40 days credit to the farm-
ers and the rate of  interest 
charged would be normal 
as other SBI cards, Ku-
mar said. The big differ-
ence was that the penalties 
charged in case of  non-
payment of  due would be 
comparatively lower than 
the normal SBI cards, he 
told reporters at a launch 
event here.

He said the farmers 
would be allowed to spend 
20 per cent of  the credit 
limit on consumer items 
and the balance only on 
buying agricultural inputs.

Kumar said that in 
the case of  KCC any loan 
taken taken by the farmer 
would be instantly debited 
from the account, where 
SBI cards would provide 
40 days credit.

Launching the Poorti 
FarmCart and Dealer-
Bandhu apps here to-
day, he said e-commerce 
should be widely used in 
the agriculture sector. SBI 
would provide the pay-
ment gateway for mak-
ing purchases through the 
apps, he added. Smartron 
also aims at partnering 
other brands across market 
segments to design and en-
gineer devices. 

Godrej Consumer’s 
Q3 consolidated 
net up 22%
Mumbai, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
Godrej Consumer Products 
(GCPL) on Tuesday said 
its consolidated net profit 
for the third quarter (Q3) 
ended December 31, 2017 
rose by 22.05 per cent to 
Rs 429.87 crore. The com-
pany also announced the 
appointment of Pippa Tub-
man Armerding as an Ad-
ditional Director with im-
mediate effect, who will be 
the fifth woman Director on 
the GCPL Board.

The company’s net 
profit was reported at Rs 
352.20 crore during the cor-
responding period in the 
2016-17 financial year.

Its total income was 
up by 6.45 per cent at Rs 
2,666.23 crore during Q3 
from Rs 2,504.65 crore 
during the same period of  
FY17. “Our India business 
performance was resilient 
with 17 per cent compara-
ble sales growth, driven by 
18 per cent volume growth. 
We continued to grow 
EBITDA (earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation 
and amortisation) ahead 
of sales, with a growth of  
32 per cent,” Nisaba Go-
drej, Executve Chairperson, 
GCPL said in a statement.

“The performance in 
our international portfolio 
was relatively muted due to 
a challenging environment. 
However, we expect the en-
vironment to improve in the 
quarters ahead,” she added.

Mumbai, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
Two-wheeler maker 
Hero MotoCorp on 
Tuesday launched the 
new Xtreme 200R which 
will be available for sale 
across the country from 
April 2018.

The company said 
the motorcycle is pow-
ered with a “BS-IV com-
pliant 200cc air-cooled 
engine”.

“The new motorcycle 
has been designed and 
developed by Hero Mo-
toCorp’s in-house R&D 
(research and develop-
ment) team, based at the 
Hero Centre of Innova-
tion and Technology in 
Jaipur,” the company 
said in a regulatory filing 
to the BSE.

Mumbai, Jan. 30 (PTI): The rupee on 
Tuesday staged a spirited recovery from 
its early sell-off and ended modestly low-
er by 2 paise at 63.60 against the US dol-
lar. The domestic currency market large-
ly withstood the global bonds meltdown 
as well as the sell-off in local bourses.

The Indian unit touched a fresh one-
week low of 63.79 in early trade before 
recovering lost ground. It traded in a 
tight range between 63.79 and 63.59 with 
negative bias most part of the session.

Sustained month-end demand from 
banks and importers predominantly 
weighed on the domestic unit even as 
traders await cues from the US Fed policy 
meet outcome. Overall forex sentiment 
remained little shaky after the Economic 
Survey warned that a pause in general 
government fiscal consolidation relative 
to 2016-17 cannot be ruled out.

Meanwhile, domestic markets took a 
broad knock and retreated sharply from 
their record highs amid caution ahead of 
the Union Budget this week.

Most Asian bourses ended deep in 
the red reacting to a sharp fall on Wall 
Street. The benchmark BSE Sensex tum-
bled 250 points to end at 36,033.73, while 
the Nifty slumped almost 81 points to 
11,049.65. On the global energy front, 
crude remained under pressure for the 
second day as a strengthening dollar 
along with rising US output pushed the 
price below USD 69 a barrel for the first 
time in six days.

The rupee resumed with a gap-down 
at 63.69 against Monday’s close of 63.58 
at the Interbank Foreign Exchange (fo-
rex) market. Extending the bearish mo-
mentum, it touched a fresh intra-day low 
of 63.79 in mid-afternoon deals before 
staging a solid rebound to cut short early 
losses. It settled the day with a modest 2 
paise loss at 63.60 against the greenback. 

Mumbai, Jan. 30 (PTI): 
Gold regained its glitter 
at the bullion market here 
today on fresh buying by 
local jewellers to meet 
wedding season demand 
even as the metal weak-
ened overseas. However, 
silver declined by Rs 195 
per kg on lack of buying 
support from industrial 
units. Standard gold (99.5 
purity) surged by Rs 70 to 
finish at Rs 30,305 per 10 
grams from yesterday’s 
closing level of Rs 30,235 

Pure gold (99.9 pu-
rity) also rose to end at 
Rs 30,455 per 10 grams 
as compared to Rs 30,385 
earlier. Silver (.999 fine-
ness) declined by Rs 
195 per kg to finish at Rs 
39,190 from Rs 39,385 yes-
terday.

Globally, gold fell for 
the second straight ses-
sion, hitting its lowest 
in a week, as the dollar 
strengthened and US 
bond yields rose, while 
traders awaited the out-
come of the US Federal 
Reserve’s policy meeting 
for cues on interest rate 
hikes this year. Spot gold 
was down 0.4 per cent at 
USD 1,335.49 per ounce 
at early trade after a 0.7 
percent drop in the previ-
ous session. Among other 
precious metals, silver 
slipped 0.2 per cent to 
USD 17.12 an ounce.

Bengaluru, Jan. 30 (IANS): Indian 
online cab aggregator Ola on Tues-
day announced its entry into the 
international market, starting with 
Australia, to take on its American 
rival Uber.

“Ola will make its international 
expansion, with Australia being the 
first country. We have begun recruit-
ing private hire vehicles and drivers 
in Sydney, Melbourne and Perth 
from Tuesday, with rides expected 
to begin in the coming weeks,” a 
company spokesperson told IANS.

The company sees “immense” 
potential in Australia for ride-shar-
ing, which combines technology 
and innovation, co-founder and 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Bhav-
ish Aggarwal said in a statement 
here.

“We aim to create an affordable 
travel experience for citizens and 

contribute to a healthy mobility 
ecosystem in Australia,” Aggarwal 
said.

The spokesperson, however, de-
clined to comment, stating “strate-
gic reasons” when asked about the 
investment going into Australian 
operations and an exact timeline of 
when the operations would begin 
in the country.

According to Ganesh Raju, the 
startup leader at Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers (PwC) India, it is “certainly 
difficult” for consumer-focused 
businesses to succeed in their over-
seas ventures, due to legal obliga-
tions in other countries.

“Business-to-business (B2B) 
companies generally find it easier 
to succeed in markets abroad, but 
historically business-to-consumer 
(B2C) companies have not seen any 
merit in going to other markets and 

dealing with their regulations, mar-
ket conditions, unless they had a 
good local partner,” Raju told IANS.

For a majority of B2C compa-
nies, cracking the Indian market 
itself takes a long time, with Indian 
market being so huge, he said.

For consumer-oriented star-
tups, challenges while entering 
foreign markets involve the legal li-
abilities, which are usually far more 
stringent in developed countries 
than in India, Raju said.

“A lot of spending has to go into 
popularising the brand to local con-
sumers when consumer-focused 
ventures go abroad,” he added.

In 2015, Paris-based long-dis-
tance ride sharing platform Bla Bla 
Car, a popular service in Europe, en-
tered into Indian market but could 
not gather much popularity as Indi-
ans weren’t aware of the brand.

New Delhi, Jan. 30 (IANS): State-run India Oil Corp 
(IOC) on Tuesday declared a near doubling in its net 
profit at Rs 7,883.22 crore for the third quarter ended in 
December over the same period last year, mainly on the 
back of higher sales.

The company had reported a net profit of Rs 3,994.91 
crore in the same quarter of the last fiscal. 

The rise was even sharper sequentially with the oil 
marketing company (OMC) posting a profit after tax of 
Rs 3,696 crore in the previous quarter. 

IOC’s revenue for the quarter in consideration in-
creased to Rs 1,30,865 crore as compared to Rs 1,15,630 
crore in the corresponding quarter of 2017, the compa-
ny said in a stock exchange filing following a meeting of 
its board of directors.

The OMC posted a higher gross refining margin 
(GRM), on converting each barrel of crude to petro-
leum products, for the April-December period of the 
fiscal at $8.28 per barrel as against the GRM of $7.36 for 
the same nine months of 2017.

The refiner said it has accounted for a lower budget-
ary support of Rs 2,249.92 crore for the first nine months 
of the current fiscal (April-December), compared to Rs 
3,879.73 crore received in the corresponding period of 
2017. Indian Oil said that during the first quarter it set-
tled its liability for entry tax in Haryana.

“During the quarter April-June 2017, the company 
has settled its liability for entry tax in Haryana, in-
cluding interest, and consequently, an amount of Rs 
2,808.05 crore, being no more provision required has 
been written back,” it said.

Following the government’s October 2017 decision 
on revised pay and allowances of employees, IOC said 
on Tuesday that it has provided for an estimated liabil-
ity on the account. “The pay revision implementation 
is in process and the company does not anticipate any 
major change in liability on this account,” the oil mar-
keter said. The IOC Board on Tuesday also declared an 
interim dividend for the fiscal as well as to issue bonus 
shares.  “Board of IndianOil has declared an interim 
dividend of Rs 19 per share of Rs 10 each (that is, at 190 
per cent on the paid up equity share capital) for the fi-
nancial year 2017-18,” the filing said.

“It is further informed that the Board has recom-
mended issue of bonus shares in the ratio of 1:1,” it 
added.  The IOC stock was trading at Rs 415.40 a share 
at 3.16 p.m. on Tuesday, up Rs 16.65, or by 4.18 per cent, 
on its previous close on the BSE.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Applications are invited for the following posts:
1. B. A. (Hindi) Preferably B. Ed. – 1 Post
2. M. A. (Pol. Sci) Preferably B. Ed. – 1 Post

Application can be sent to gwskuda10@gmail.com.   
There will be written test and class demonstration on 
5th Feb. 2018 at 9 a.m. Kindly come with all relevant 
documents.

For details Contact: 9436266591/8974425485
Director

KUDA VILLAGE: DIMAPUR.

D-5018

GREENWOOD SCHOOL

VACANCY

I, ILITO CHISHI (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE 
KNOWN AS BOTO ILITO 
YEPTHO (NEW NAME) 
BY AFFIDAVIT NO.37/18, 
DT.29/01/2018.

D-5013

NAME CHANGE

I, ZHUTOVI CHOPY 
(OLD NAME) SHOULD BE 
KNOWN AS ZHUTOVI 
SHINITO CHHOPHI (NEW 
NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT NO 
38/18, DT.29/01/2018.

D-5014

NAME CHANGE

I, Smti. T. Asenla Imchen, 
do hereby declare 
that Asenla Imchen @ 
T. Asenla Imchen @ 
Toshikaba Asenla Imchen 
are synonymous and refers 
to the name of the one and 
the same person, as such 
I have sworn an A�davit 
before Notary Public Vide 
Regd No.187/18,  
Dated.3 0/01/2018. D

-5
01
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AFFIDAVIT

K-1545

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
GMS, KEYAKE, KOHIMA

RAFFLE DRAW RESULT
1st Prize  : 0365
2nd Prize  : 0899
3rd Prize  : 0634

Consolation Prize: 1089, 0777, 0225

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ATOLA JAMIR M/O LT. YANGERTOSHI. T, J.A.A. Treasuries & 
Accounts Nagaland, Kohima  resident of Merhulietsa, Kohima has applied 
for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late son- Pension, G.P.F, 
GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service bene�ts entitled. Bank A/C 
No.11854135355 SBI Mon Branch. Who expired on 21-10-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I Dated Kohima, the 18th Jan, 2018

KG-2282

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. DZÜVICHÜNO CHASIE W/O LT. LHUSIEKOLIE CHASIE, 
Pensioner resident of O�cer’s Hill Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. Pen/Com-
14365/NL/S/16310 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.10530639992 SBI 
Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 06/10/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I Dated Kohima, the 19th Jan, 2018

KG-2283

AFFIDAVIT 
I, Mr. AKUM OZUKUM, S/o. Likokongden, aged about 44 years and a permanent resident 
of Diphupar Village, House No.66, Khel- J, Police Station/ Post Box. Office Diphupar, District- 
Dimapur, Pin Number- 797115, State- Nagaland, India do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
on oath as under:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a permanent resident of the above mentioned 

address. 
2. That my official name is AKUM OZUKUM and my father’s official name is LIKOKONGDEN.
3. That I have inadvertently entered my name as AKUM OZUKUM LIKOK in my Indian Passport 

bearing Passport Number Z232058 and also as L. AKUM OZUKUM, AKUM OZY and L. 
AKUM in some of my official documents. 

4. That AKUM OZUKUM LIKOK, L. AKUM OZUKUM, AKUM OZY, L. AKUM and AKUM 
OZUKUM refers to the same and one person only.

5. That whenever AKUM OZUKUM LIKOK, L. AKUM OZUKUM, AKUM OZY and L. AKUM 
appears it should always be read and understood as AKUM OZUKUM.

6. That this affidavit is made inorder to declare that AKUM OZUKUM LIKOK, L. AKUM 
OZUKUM, AKUM OZY, L. AKUM and AKUM OZUKUM refers to the same and one person 
only.

7. That the declarations made from paragraphs 1-6 are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and nothing material is concealed thereof.

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF I sign this affidavit on this 29th day of January, 2018 at Diphupar village, 
District- Dimapur, State- Nagaland, India. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me by the Deponent. 

Notary Public
Govt. of Nagaland

Regd.No.11/18 Date: 29/01/2018

D-5015

NOTIFICATION
This is to inform to all Students of B.Voc./B.Sc.(Ag)/M.Sc.(Ag) and Ph.D 
that registration for the Academic Session Feb-July 2018 will be done 
online in the University website.www.nagalanduniversity.ac.in. 

The following Programmes are:-
1. B.Voc.  -  Rs.1,970/-
2. B.Sc.(Ag)Hon’s  - Rs. 2,390/- 
3. M.Sc.(Ag)  - Rs. 3,750/-
4. Ph.D  - Rs. 5,590/- 

Students should submit payment receipt to the Academic Section 
on the day of Registration i.e 5th February 2018. Payment of Hostel 
fees will be made at the Account Section, SASRD, NU, Medziphema 
Campus. 

Sd/- 
(L.DAIHO) 

DEAN/Acting

No.SAMN/ACD-1/95 (Vol-VIII) 2150  Dated: 25-01-2018 

DG-720

NAGALAND               UNIVERSITY 
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development 

MEDZIPHEMA: NAGALAND 

NOTIFICATION
In the continuation to this O�ce Noti�cation No. NSCB/
HO/ADMN/ Recruitment/ 479/17 dated 15.12.2017, the 
date of uploading Admit Cards on website for download by 
candidates is hereby deferred owning to the imposition of 
the Model Code of Conduct in the state of Nagaland from 
18 January 2018.

Candidates are therefore advised to keep in touch with 
the Bank’s Website- www.nscb.co.in and the print media for 
announcement of the new dates. 

Sd/- 
Managing Director

Ref: NSCB/HO/Admn/Recruitment/479/17  DATE 30.01.2018

DG-722

THE NAGALAND STATE CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.
(SPONSORED & FINANCED BY THE GOVT. OF NAGALAND)

TENDER NOTICE
F.No.NRCM(S) 12/2017(Vol.XI)  Date:30.01.2018

The Director, ICAR-NRC on Mithun, Medziphema, Nagaland invites 
e-Tender under two bids system from registered �rms for entering into 
Annual Rate Contract for the supply of “Animal Feed Ingredients” at 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun, Medziphema as well as for Porba Station. Details 
(e-tender forms, terms & conditions and instructions to bidders) may 
be downloaded from www.nrcmithun.res.in or https://eprocure.gov.
in. Online bid should be submitted only through CPP portal https://
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or before 2:30 P.M. of 23.02.2018. 

Sd/-
Asstt. Admn. O�cer 

For and on behalf of the Director.
DG-721

The RBI, meanwhile fixed the reference 
rate for the dollar at 63.7534 and for the 
euro at 78.7546.

Globally, the US dollar erased early 
gains against other major currencies as 
investors were cautious ahead of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s State of the Un-
ion address and the Federal Reserve’s 
monthly policy decision on Wednesday.

The dollar index, which measures 
the greenback’s value against a basket of 
six major currencies, was down at 88.93 
in early trade. In cross-currency trades, 
the rupee fell back after a brief recov-
ery against the pound sterling to end 
at 89.80 per pound from 89.43 and also 
drifted back against the euro to finish at 
79.02 from 78.81 earlier.

It continued the fall against the Japa-
nese yen to close at 58.59 per yens from 
58.47 on Monday. In forward market on 
Tuesday, premium for the dollar showed 
lacklustre trading owing to lack of mar-
ket moving factors.

The benchmark six-month forward 
premium payable in June inched up to 
118-120 paise from 118.50-119.50 paise, 
while the far-forward December 2018 
contract softened to 255.50-257.50 paise 
from 256.50-257.50 paise previously.
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EASTERN MIRROR

The Plot Thickens
W

ith every passing minute the complica-
tions as a result of the opposition to the as-
sembly polls seems to increase. As expect-
ed some of the national political parties 

have already done a volte-face within a few hours after 
signing the declaration to abstain from the electioneer-
ing process. It would not be a surprise if more join the 
bandwagon in the next few days and retract their earlier 
joint declaration. Such steps will further embolden the 
intending candidates, who might just go ahead with the 
nominations. That would spell trouble and instead has 
the right ingredient for violence. 

With the announcement of the elections the 
number of central police forces and paramilitary forces 
are set to increase manifold in the next few days. The 
Core Committee of Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions have already threatened to call a state-wide total 
bandh on Feb. 1 if the election commission goes ahead 
with the election notifications on Jan. 31. If the gband 
is called then the stage is therefore set for an all out 
confrontation between the volunteers and the central 
security forces. The uncertainty that was prevalent for 
the last few days is now being replaced by general fear. 

As for Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who has 
never hesitated to publicise the peace talks that even 
found mention in his speeches abroad, it is indeed an 
uncomfortable situation to be in at present. The cur-
rent situation if not tackled properly is, to put it bluntly,  
bad PR for the prime minister and the country. It will 
be a dampener to the much publicised Act East Poli-
cy and the constant warming up of relations with the 
ASEAN countries. The recent visit by the leaders of the 
10 ASEAN countries during the Republic Day was also 
part of it.  The connectivity to these countries via the 
Northeast is the objective thereby increasing and im-
proving trade relations. Any disturbance to the peace in 
the Northeast is unwanted at present. 

Consequently, too much is at stake for all the nego-
tiating parties and also the people if the current con-
frontation continues. As mentioned in this column ear-
lier, there has to be a understanding and a middle path 
if possible. At present the two opposing stands do not 
have a meeting point. As seen earlier in the state such 
confrontations always end with loss of lives. Although it 
seems quite united, if one of the political parties make 
a breakthrough and is able to file nomination the crack 
so formed will widely divide the people further. Fulfil-
ment of the constitutional requirement is of outmost 
requirement but if it has to be done only through vio-
lence and loss of lives then the whole idea of the peace 
process will be defeated. Similarly, everyone in the Naga 
areas are also longing for a permanent and a logical set-
tlement to the political issue. The reason why violence 
was done away with for the sake of the negotiating table 
in the first place.  An often repeated term during the last 
20 years of peace talks by both parties; an out of the box 
solution, is also required for this current impasse.  

Ambrose. J. Chakre

Vikas Datta  | IANS

Nishant Arora | IANS

When God forgives, He purifies us too.

Last December, my family and I went to the mountains. 
We had lived in a tropical climate all our lives, so it 
was the first time we could see snow in all its magnifi-

cence. As we contemplated the white mantle covering the 
fields, my husband quoted Isaiah, “Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18).

After asking about the meaning of scarlet, our three-
year-old daughter asked, “Is the color red bad?” She 
knows sins are things God dislikes, but this verse is not 
talking about colors. The prophet was describing the bright 
red dye obtained from the eggs of a small insect. Clothes 
would be double-dyed in this bright red so the color be-
came fixed. Neither rain nor washing would remove it. Sin 
is like that. No human effort can take it away. It’s rooted in 
the heart.

Only God can cleanse a heart from sin. And as we 
looked at the mountains, we admired the pure whiteness 
that scrubbing and bleaching a piece of cloth dyed in scar-
let red can’t achieve. When we follow Peter’s teaching, 
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out” (Acts 3:19), God forgives us and gives us a new 
life. Only through Jesus’s sacrifice can we receive what no 
one else can give—a pure heart. What a wonderful gift!

Father, thank You for forgiving our sins and wiping 
them clean.

The indo-Naga political talk is not a matter of good 
night and good morning but it is a matter of sad 
night to bring about good morning.

The delay in bringing about a conclusion of the talk 
is an disillusionment when Narendra Modi became the 
Prime Minister of India, he promised that settlement 
would be within one and half year. It was not fulfilled. 
The historic Framework Agreement was signed on Au-
gust 3,2015 which was looked upon by all as a harbin-
ger of an early settlement, but it has been vocal and not 
practiced.

The goods can be delivered as the Naga people have 
shown their solidarity for final settlement before State 
election. There may be sincere problem which stands 
in the way of entering into the final settlement on the 
part of the Government of India. So it is suggested that 
the talk be held at a third country in accordance with 
the agreement and include friendly personalities of the 
country where the talk is held.  

Rev.L.Suohie Mhasi
rev.suohie_mhasi@yahoo.com

All Naga people rejoiced when our Leaders 
from all walks of life came together with one 
accord to not file nomination for Election but 

to support Naga Political Solution.
It will go down in Naga National history as a 

monument. It will be like Gilgal, Israel historical 
place. Gilgal, Israelite was wondering 40 years in 
wilderness, with insurmountable suffering and yet 
they adopted new way of life at last they reached the 
Promised Land of Cannan, a place called Gilgal. It 
was a place to serve as a reminder to Israel, deliver-
ance from Egypt, when they were circumcised there. 
In the same way; 29 January 2018 will be our Gilgal. 
I hope our Leaders will be true to their promise and 
honest to their promise in letter and Spirit. We also 
hope that our National Leaders, IM, and NNPG who 
are in negotiating table with the Leaders of Govern-
ment of India will deliver the Naga people’s aspira-
tion for Self Determination in God’s own time. 

Rev. Dr. V.K. Nuh

Naga society is presently going through so 
much uncertainty with regard to whether 
state assembly elections ought to be held or 

not. In this context, I’d like to plainly state and also 
at the same time, appeal to the CSOs and the re-
spective political parties, as well as the NNPGs that 
whatever decision is arrived at, it should be made 
sure that violence doesn’t occur. It should not be a 
repetition of last year’s ULB fiasco where innocent 
and precious lives were lost. This much, I hope, can 
be respected. Peaceful means of resistance must 
be followed. And to my fellow Naga brothers and 
sisters, the ordinary ones who hold the ultimate 
power, now is the time to analyse carefully and ob-
jectively, without being swayed by primal instincts. 
We are the ones who will determine our future. Let 
us think and act wisely.  

May God guide us in these times of doubt and 
uncertainty!

 I Longkumer
Dimapur

Naga Political Movement 
is a Reality

A Word of 
Appreciation 

Election or No Election, 
No Violence Please!

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH
White as Snow

Finally be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. 
Put on the full armour of God so that you can take 
your stance against the devil’s schemes. 

Ephesians 6:10-11

E
very war that is being waged in this world 
can be categorized into two entities: The 
war against the flesh and the war against the 
Spirit. The war of the flesh is the visible war 

which we witness but the war of a higher dimension 
is of eternal life and death. This truth will corner you 
from all sides that you may be protected from all form 
of violence while you are at your righteous infancy. 
The nature of the real supernatural war will further be 
explained in the next chapter and even as we contem-
plate on the issues of it, the real supernatural Spirit 
will teach, train and mould us in the ways of it.

The wholeness of the powers of God is a mystery 

in itself and the holy and supernatural sensation we 
experience in our being is the result of His presence 
in us. Lucifer in his desperate attempt to dethrone 
God resulted in the horrible fate of his destiny. And 
the result of his acts bought death to himself and to 
his lovers alike. This awful, terrible, eternal judgment 
will befall every sinner who continues in the acts of 
unrighteousness, lust and death. This scriptural study 
has been mixed with this to equip the saints who are 
desperate to fight the war for Christ.

In the war against evil the scripture reveals to us 
the sources of power and knowledge needed to coun-
ter the flaming darts of the evil one. The need to de-
feat the strong man in order to control the stronghold 
of that place is being stressed in the scripture. This 
truth has not only impressed me but it has helped me 
to express deep mysteries of God in ways I had never 
expected. To do every thing through Him (Christ ) 
who strengthens me has become a way of life for me 
( Philippians 4:13 ). The more I meditated on it, the 

more I began to realize the need of God in my life. It 
is with God alone that we can win any battle. As the 
scripture says “We are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us (Romans 8:37 ). This verse specifi-
cally exhorts the faithful lovers of God who seeks to 
add more lovers to the dignified Church of Christ. The 
early part of the emphasized scripture exhorts us to 
be strong in the Lord’ and it is what we need to be. 
It is not just about praying for power and authority 
but it is about living in authority through the power 
of Christ. The term ‘ dressed to kill ‘ is a term which 
is referred to women with a history of immorality but 
the issue discussed here is not of what we think but 
of what we should be. God desires us to be armed for 
battle that we may be a threat to the enemy who is of 
hell. To know the strategy and to be dressed for battle 
we need to be geared up in the truth. This battle will 
toughen you for greater battles if you continue living 
in the truth. It’s just a taste of all that is to come. Think 
of this and be trained by it.

Science, which focuses on facts, 
experimental validation and pur-
ported lack of social considera-

tions, seems to be the last place where 
you could find gender disparity, but as 
experts say that it is a human activity af-
ter all and its practitioners, who largely 
happen to be men, cannot ignore their 
conscious or unconscious perceptions. 
Thus there have been no lack of errone-
ous assumptions about the sidelining 
of women in the scientific world.

But while these have been largely 
remedied, the proportion of women 
in the field happens to be smaller than 
needed and while there can be steps 
taken by the governments, it also needs 
women to increasingly plump for ca-
reers in this field, said an all-women 
panel, which included an iconic entre-
preneur, a theoretical physicist and a 
science communicator.

Initiating debate on “Inferior: How 
Science Got Women Wrong” at the just-
concluded Jaipur Literature Festival 
2018, moderator and journalist Namita 
Bhandare cited the TV pictures of sari-
clad women scientists everytime India 
successfully tests a rocket or places sat-

ellites into orbit, but said this obscures 
the fact that only 20 per cent of employ-
ees at Indian Space Research Organi-
zation are women and no woman has 
ever headed the organisation.

Even Charles Darwin, who revolu-
tionized science through his theory on 
natural selection, subscribed to the no-
tion that women may be morally supe-
rior to men but intellectually inferior, 
she said. While this can be dismissed 
at the perception of his Victorian-era 
millieu, she noted that this still persist-
ed into today and gave rise to the key 
question: Are women equipped to work 
in the field of science?

Author Angela Saini, whose book 
inspired the title of the session and was 
the basis of the discussion, said that 
scientific studies questioning women’s 
ability to pursue science were often 
marred with observer bias as humans 
studying humans leads to dubious 
conclusions since researchers cannot 
entirely abandon their prejudices.

Citing one such research which 
claimed that since women have a small-
er brain, they are intellectually inferior 
to men, Saini said: “Had larger brains 
led to more intelligence, whales would 
have been the smartest species.” Stress-

ing that size of brain is not an indicator 
of cognitive ability, she said while it was 
true that men and women had different 
brains, it was also true that “every single 
one of us has a different brain”.

“Looking for group differences isn’t 
helpful, because individual differences 
are far more pronounced,” she said.

Biocon founder and chairperson 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, said that ques-
tions over women’s supposed inferior-
ity were a matter of nature versus nur-
ture, and was “really about how you are 
raised.” She added that her father was a 
huge influence on her as he backed her 
to do unconventional things, such as 
study brewing.

Noting that in India, 46 per cent of 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Management) jobs at the entry 
level are occupied by women, she said 
that the numbers dwindle as you go up 
the hierarchy, as most companies use a 
review system to hire people at higher 
positions and since most of the review-
ers are men, this leads to the skewed 
ratio.

Harvard University professor and 
theoretical physicist Lisa Randall urged 
all women in the audience and else-
where to pursue science. “You must 

want to do science and see real oppor-
tunity in it,” she said, adding that “big 
ideas are really fun to work on”.

While Bhandare stressed that the 
common mindset of prefacing a suc-
cessful woman’s achievements with the 
words “despite being a woman” must 
change. Mazumdar-Shaw said that un-
like men, women often have to cross a 
“credibility curve”, putting in a lot more 
effort to prove that they are worthy. 
However, she added that once you cross 
it, people recognise you purely for your 
talent. Citing her own example, she 
said, that today she is not merely rec-
ognised as a “woman business leader”.

She also noted that there were plac-
es where there was a conscious effort 
to promote women, citing the case of 
ICICI Bank, which accounted for four 
prominent Indian women bankers of 
the present, including its chief, Chanda 
Kochhar.

All the panelists agreed that if tangi-
ble change is to be seen, women must 
themselves take the lead for more of 
them take up science and technology, 
the perception that women can’t do sci-
ence will dissipate.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at 
vikas.d@ians.in)

A team of surgeons from Medanta: The Medicity, 
Gurugram, last year successfully implanted a 
3D-printed vertebra in a 32-year-old woman -- 

helping her walk again after a bout of disabling spinal 
tuberculosis.

The 10-hour-long surgery was the first-of-its-kind 
for reconstruction with a 3D-printed titanium implant 
in India, and third in the world.

Not just healthcare, 3D printing, or Additive Manu-
facturing (AM), has the potential to transform many 
industries in the years to come and sensing the mam-
moth opportunities, key players are now arriving in In-
dia with their 3D solutions and technologies.

Although in a nascent stage, market intelligence so-
lutions firm 6Wresearch predicts that India’s 3D printer 
prototyping and materials market will hit $79 million 
by 2021.

In a bid to take industrial manufacturing in India to 
a new level, printing and PC major HP Inc this month 
brought its acclaimed Multi Jet Fusion (MJF) 3D Print-
ers to India.

“While verticals like automotive, defence and 
manufacturing in general will be the key focus for us, 
healthcare is a promising area for HP Inc in the long 
term in India,” Sumeer Chandra, Managing Director, 
HP Inc India, told IANS.

Starting from Rs 2.5 crore, the HP printing solution 
includes pre- and post-processing unit, the 3D printer 
and initial consumables.

According to Alexandre Lalumiere, Director, Asia Pa-
cific & Japan (APJ) 3D Printing, 3D printing is the build-
ing block when it comes to transforming healthcare.

“Industry is yet to fully understand what this tech-
nology can achieve -- but beyond prototyping, the 
firms are now looking at building customised implants, 
prosthetics and fixtures that will transform regenera-
tive medicine globally, including in India,” Lalumiere 
told IANS.

Global spending in 3D healthcare printing has 
grown exponentially in the last couple of years.

Riding on growing R&D investments and improved 
healthcare infrastructure associated with the devel-
opment of 3D printing products, the healthcare 3D 
printing market globally is forecast to hit $2.2 billion by 
2024, says Global Market Insights Inc.

According to Samson Khaou, Managing Director, 
Dassault Systemes India Pvt Ltd, in today’s complex 
and competitive global marketplace, Indian compa-
nies are striving to be a recognisable force that can of-
fer the best “price-to-performance” offering.

“3D Printing takes companies a step ahead in this 
competitive journey. For example, an automobile 
component manufacturer was able to reduce materi-
als requirements by approximately 35 per cent when 
virtual testing revealed routes to a better, stronger, 
light-weighted design,” Khaou told IANS.

In another case, a waste treatment provider cut de-
sign cycles and development costs by 40 per cent while 
reducing the time to market by 50 per cent, he added.

Dassault Systemes is hearing a lot about 3D print-
ing -- whether it is to print a prosthetic arm, or design-
ing the favourite chocolate toppings, manufacturing a 
bridge on-site, or even printing an entire car.

“This technology is effectively used in manufactur-
ing process in the aviation and automotive industry 
and can enhance production times as well as product 

performance in terms of strength, weight and environ-
mental impact -- improvements that are impossible to 
obtain with traditional methods,” the Dassault Syste-
mes executive emphasised.

Imaginarium, an Indian 3D printing and prototyp-
ing company, is catering to a number of industries like 
healthcare, jewellery, and automotive and consumer 
products.

“We are working with medical specialists to bring 
personalised healthcare solutions. Using MRI scan, we 
can recreate internal organs like heart or kidney in 3D 
so that a doctor has a tangible organ to test on before 
the surgery,” said Tanmay Shah, Head of innovations at 
Imaginarium.

The technology can be used to create implants and 
prosthetics and with growing consumer demand, there 
will soon be mass scale customisation in India when it 
comes to 3D printing.

“In India, there is a certain level of technology R&D 
happening in academic institutions as well as start-
ups, who are working on building their own machines. 
But compared to the world, we are still some distance 
away from making industrial-grade 3D printing ma-
chines,” Shah noted.

Meanwhile, Dassault Systemes is planning to roll 
out a “Marketplace” on Additive Manufacturing.

“The Marketplace will enable 3D printing of the 
product that can be delivered to a customer’s location 
with the click of a button. The solution will be (useful) 
for all businesses: Small and mid-sized, entrepreneurs, 
and also large enterprises that want to improve their 
marketplace mechanisms to improve training in their 
departments,” Khaou told IANS. 
(Nishant Arora can be contacted at nishant.a@ians.in)

Holiness of Power

From Healthcare to Manufacturing, 
3D Printing Set to Grow Big in India

BIBLE READ:   ISAIAH 1:16–20
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Though yours sins are like scarlet, they shall be 

as white as snow.  
~   Isaiah 1:18
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A social event or 
group rally could put you in touch with some 
new and exciting people in interesting fields, 
Aries. You might even run into an old friend 

you haven’t seen for a long time. If  you aren’t currently 
romantically involved, an attractive new person could 
come on the scene. This promises to be an exciting and 
stimulating day for you. Don’t be surprised if  new doors 
to a great future open for you. Enjoy!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
could be hit with some exciting news, Taurus. 
It could involve new people and new equip-
ment coming onto the scene. It could involve 

an entirely new project or course of  action that you never 
would have imagined. This is likely to shape up to be a 
lucky break for you, as the new situation probably suits 
your skills and talents nearly perfectly. Make the most of  
this opportunity. It could make a big difference to you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Information 
that you receive from others and from within 
your own heart could compel you to participate 
in some ambitious projects, Gemini. They may 

be work related, connected with a group, or your own. 
Whatever they are, you’re likely to find them interesting, 
challenging, and personally gratifying. New opportuni-
ties for advancement and self-expression could be open-
ing up for you. It’s best to move ahead now; otherwise, 
they might pass you by.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some excit-
ing visitors could come to your door today, 
Cancer, perhaps bringing Earthshaking infor-
mation that could impact your life in a great 

way. You might start considering new lifestyle options. A 
group or organization, possibly associated with spirituali-
ty or metaphysics, could suddenly seem attractive and you 
might consider joining it. Expect some fascinating discus-
sions with a close person in your life. Books, magazines, 
and other publications could also prove enlightening.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Group activities or 
social events in your neighborhood could put 
you in touch with new and exciting people who 
eventually become friends, Leo. Shared goals 

and interests could give rise to plans for ambitious proj-
ects. Whatever enterprises you start today are likely to 
prove successful if  everyone involved pitches in. In the 
evening, arrange for a quiet tête-à-tête with your romantic 
partner. Enjoy your day!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Have you been 
looking to branch out in a new direction, Virgo? 
If  so, this could be the day you get the lead of  a 
lifetime. Or you might receive some unexpected 

information indicating possible new sources of  income that 
you could pursue on your own. Whatever they are, new 
doors of  opportunity are going to open for you that could 
make a big difference in your lifestyle and catapult you into 
a higher socioeconomic bracket. Make the most of  it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Unusual circum-
stances could arise that change the course of  
your creative orientation, Libra. This could in-
volve modern technology in some way, and it’s 

highly likely that it concerns the gathering, sharing, and 
use of information. You could find yourself considering 
some unusual options, which could involve changing jobs, 
your residence, or other factors important to your lifestyle. 
Think carefully before plunging in. Tonight, spend some 
quality time with the special someone in your life.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you could 
decide to attend a class, workshop, or social event 
involving people in a spiritual, metaphysical, or in-
tellectual field. Fascinating discussions could lead 

to insights and revelations of your own, Scorpio. You could 
explore ways to harness your natural healing ability, perhaps 
through Reiki, massage, or other hands-on disciplines. Expect 
to spend the next few days being preoccupied with ideas you 
learn today. They should have a profound impact.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): New infor-
mation could be coming at you from all sides today, 
Sagittarius. Books, magazines, TV, the Internet, and 
conversations with friends are likely to bring excit-

ing knowledge your way that reinforces some of your own 
convictions. Your intuitive abilities aren’t lying fallow either. 
Insights and revelations could come to you that blend well 
with what you’re learning from outside sources. Write down 
your thoughts. You’ll want to put them to work for you later.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Surprising 
news about your own finances and the world 
economy in general could cause you to feel 
confident and secure about your financial fu-

ture, Capricorn. An unexpected raise in salary could come 
your way soon, possibly because of sudden changes at your 
workplace. Some of the information that you receive could 
seem vague and uncertain at first, but whatever news fol-
lows should clear it up. It seems a celebration is in order!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some fasci-
nating new information, possibly about spiritual 
or metaphysical matters, could come your way 
today via books, magazines, TV, or the Internet, 

Aquarius. This could set you off on a new course of study. 
Your own insights and revelations could prove invaluable 
in increasing your understanding of what you read. In the 
evening, expect a surprising letter or phone call from some-
one you haven’t heard from in a long time. Enjoy your day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Dreams and 
meditation could lead to insights regarding 
how best to handle your finances and make 
your money grow, Pisces. You could receive 

some surprising ideas from newspapers, TV, or the Inter-
net. Your level of  intuition is very high. No matter how 
outrageous an idea may seem, consider it carefully before 
making a decision. A written plan of  action for anything 
you do would be helpful. Too many ideas are popping 
into your head and you’ll want to keep track of  them.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Nikay Besa Konyak

Amit Kapoor | IANS

K
onyak language which is one of 
the most neglected languages of 
the Tibeto-Burman descent is a 
language spoken by the people of 

Konyak. According to 1971 Census Reports, 
there are numbered 72, 338 speakers of 
Konyak Language and according to 2001 
Census Reports, there are 250,000 native 
speakers of Konyak language. Despite the 
increase in the number of speakers, some 
research show that this language still faces 
the risk of losing its speakers if not properly 
preserved at the earliest. According to the 
Atlas of the World’s languages in danger, the 
status of the Konyak language is at the vul-
nerable state. Apart from a few books that 
were written and small researches conduct-
ed by a few foreigners and Naga researchers 
mostly constituting of people from tribes 
outside the Konyak realm, no thorough re-
search has been made till date. This could 
be accounted to the complexities caused by 
the multiple variations of languages within 
the tribe which have had a hefty disadvan-
tage for researchers. Every Konyak village 
even 2 kilometres apart speaks variant 
dialects and communication among these 
village folks is carried out using a common 
language which some people are unfortu-
nately inept at. Language diversity is very 
high in this region unlike the bigger Tibetan 
and Burmese speakers. However, with the 
emergence of modernisation and construc-
tive educational policy, the need for docu-
mentation of different aspects of the Kon-
yak language is being viewed as an integral 
area of study among young enthusiastic 
linguists, scholars and researchers.  Konyak 
has many Dialects; according to Marrison 
(1967) there are 24 dialects (all named af-
ter the village names where they are spo-
ken). They are the following:  Angphang, 
Wakching or Angwanku of Tableng, Aopao, 
Changaya, Chen, Chingkao, Chinglang, 
Longkhai, Choka, Elokidoria, Takphang, 
Kongson, Longching, Longmein, Longwa, 
Mohung, Mon, Mulung, Ngangching, sang, 
Shalang, Shayno, Tolamleinyno and Totok.  

According to the Ethnologue languages 
of the world, there are 30 Konyak dialects. 
They are the following: Angphang, Hopao, 
Changnyu, Chen, Chingkao, Chinglang, 
Choha, Gelekidoria, Jakphang, Longching, 
Longkhai (Lungkhai, Lungkhi), Longmein, 
Longwa, Mon, Mulung, Ngangching, Sang, 
Shanlang, Shunyuo, Shengha, Sima, Sowa, 
Shamnyuyanga, Tableng (Angwangku, 
Kongon, Mohung, Wakching), Tabu, Tamk-
hungnyuo, Tang, Tobunyuo, Tolamleinyua, 
Totok. 

 Among all the varieties (Dialects), The 
“Tableng” or “Angwanku” Dialect spoken in 

Wakching and Wanching Area is considered 
to be the Standard Dialect of Konyak. At the 
beginning of the 19th Century, the Mission-
aries used the Roman Script to write this 
Language. However it lacks its own script 
that can be directly attributed to the Kon-
yak tribe. Looking back at History, the com-
munity did not consciously choose the Ta-
bleng dialect to be their standard language. 
The one reason why they chose the Tableng 
dialect could possibly be due to the arrival 
of the Whites (English Missionary) during 
the 19th and 20th Century particularly in 
Ngamsang Village and Wakching Village. 
These Missionaries began writing books 
using this dialect gradually becoming the 
norm of writing to teach the non-native 
learners. Typically, varieties that become 
standardized are the local dialects spoken 
in the centres of commerce and govern-
ments; therefore a need arises for a variety 
that will cater to the needs of a more local 
audience.

If we are to look at the development 
process of Konyak Language during the 
19thand 20thcentury, the Konyak com-
munity was not very conscious of their 
linguistic identities. They were rich in oral 
literature but did not record them in writ-
ing. As a group of people (villages), they 
mostly remained primitive in their outlook 
living in antiquated societies and did not 
create any avenues to further enhance their 
language culture. Another factor to support 
this might be the breaking down of one race 
into multiple small groups (villages). These 
groups mostly remained isolated from one 
another and as a result failed to develop a 
linguistic bond between the villages. The 
life style and social-settings human socie-
ties develop unconsciously but the same 
does not apply for language. Instead of hav-
ing an idea to develop its unconsciously 
chosen common language, the broken 
Assamese language was frequently used 
which served as the lingua franca of the 
community. As far as literature and books 
are concerned, no such writings had ap-
peared on the scene except, perhaps, some 
reports by foreign people who served in 
the Konyak Hills. Even much of the “trav-
elogues” by serving foreign officers would 
appear later. These were mostly descriptive 
in nature. Gradually, learning the needs of 
the community, the foreigners and the local 
people from neighbouring communities 
contributed the first literatures to be re-
corded historically and slowly the needs of 
writing and documentation using the local 
dialect came into being. The first book to 
be written in Konyak Language was in 1840 
by Mrs. Bronson who wrote a first reader 
in Konyak Naga Language named “Na-
tahema Heran Kabanva Nyapran” which 

some  researchers claimed to be “the first 
ever written in any Naga dialect”. The other 
book which is regarded as the first book to 
systematically provide some light on the 
social and cultural aspects of the Konyak 
people was Furer Haimendorf’s “Naked Na-
gas”. The first reader in Tableng Dialect was 
written by Missionary Longri Ao in 1951 
titled, “Vwanppa Konyak Kak Lori”. Fur-
thermore, with the coming of Christianity, 
translations on religious books came about. 
For the first time, between 1947-1950,C.E 
Hunter, the American Baptist church Mis-
sionary at Impur, and Henkong Konyak 
worked towards translating the four Gos-
pels, Acts of Apostles and the Church Hym-
nalto Konyak Language which were then 
thoroughly revised by Longri Ao. The New 
Testament was translated by Rev. Chin-
gang which was completed in the year 
1972 who then completed the translation 
of the Bible in the year 1992. Another work 
in Konyak language that emerged during 
this period is the dictionary titled, “Konyak 
Engko Kahjemlai” (1990) compiled by Rev. 
Chingang. Along with these works, The for-
mation of Konyak Literature Board in the 
year 1968 with Mr. Sheiching Konyak as the 
president and Rev. Chingang Konyak as the 
Secretary shed light on the need and the 
importance of Konyak Language   among 
the natives.

Some of the research and documenta-
tions of the language that touched upon as-
pects of Konyak language during 19th and 
20th Centuries are recorded below: 

a) ‘the Sal languages’ (Burling 1983)
b) ‘ Linguistic Survey of India’ (1927) ( 

G.A. Grierson)
c) ‘ The Classification of the Naga the 

languages of North-East India’ (Geof-
frey Marrison 1967)

d) ‘Konyak Kinship’ (K.S. Nagaraja 1990)
e) ‘ Konyak Folk Literature’ ( K.S. Naga-

raja1994) 
f) ‘konyak- Hindi- English Dictionary’ 

(K.S Nagaraja 1994)
g) ‘Classification of Tibeto- Burman 

Languages’ (Scot De Lancy 1987)
h) ‘primer for adults in Konyak language’ 

(Ine Jongne Jame 1957)
i) ‘Hindi-Konyak Dictionary’ (Brij Bihari 

Kumar 1972)
j) ‘Konyak Vyakaran ki Ruprekha’ (Brij 

Bihari Kumar 1972)
The status of Konyak Language in the 

present day has had some major develop-
ments when being compared to the pre-
vious periods. Notable positive changes 
have taken place such as literature devel-
opments, consciousness of the commu-
nity towards language developments and 
different works of local researches on the 
language.

Some of the literature developments 
are: ‘Konyak grammar’ (2010) by KS Nagar-
aja which is the sole grammar book in Kon-
yak Language serving as the only source in 
studying Konyak Grammar among schol-
ars. ‘Manlam Lai (the Book of Knowledge)’ 
(2014) by Manto Wangshu is a bilingual 
book which serves as a good source for 
the learners of Konyak language. ‘Konyak 
Ngaojong (Konyak Dictionary) 1st Edition 
(2015) by Rev. Chingang is the only Konyak- 
English Dictionary compiled by a native 
speaker of Konyak language and serves as 
the only reliable source to study the vocab-
ulary of Konyak Language.

The Konyak language has even occupied 
a special place in the constitution of Kon-
yak Union where constitution No. 9 (1) and 
Resolution No.3(c) of the 2007 states that 
the “Ku shall exercise its power to inspire 
and spread the Konyak language”. Introduc-
tion of Konyak local dialects in the primary 
and middle school levels within the District 
with the initiatives of the present Language 
Officers and the Literature board of Konyak 
Community, before the implementation 
of Three language policy by Govt. of Naga-
land is true evident that the community has 
been striving towards the preservation of 
Konyak Language.  Article 350 b of the In-
dian constitution directs that there should 
be a special officer for linguistic minori-
ties, Nagaland, through the department of 
school education, appoints language offic-
ers for every tribe, who are aided by assist-
ant language officers and language assist-
ants to develop textbooks for schools for 
all the approved official tribal languages. 
Currently all tribes have a language officer, 
and this has made great contributions to 
the mother tongues.  Presently, N. Nyeiang 
Konyak is the language officer representing 
Konyak community.

Department of Linguistics, Nagaland 
University has started contributing re-
search field to the Post Graduate scholars 
to undergo preliminary research on Naga 
languages. During the 2015-2017 academic 
sessions, the Department has provided the 
opportunity to 7 students to work on the 
different aspects of Konyak Language. The 
researches undertaken by them will serve 
as the stepping stone for further researches 
on Konyak Language.

 ‘A preliminary investigation of the 
speech sounds of the Naga language’, a 
project under SCERT by Mimi Ezung, N. 
Nyeiang, H. Khango Konyak, and S. Wan-
shom Konyak is an extensive research un-
der process where a reliable study about the 
sounds of Konyak language can be found.

All these works and proceedings show 
that the status level of the Konyak Language 
is likely to be still at the very initial stage as 

compared to other languages but not static.
Despite of all the developments, if we 

are to clearly look at the present scenario of 
Konyak language in Konyak society, we will 
see that other languages are dominating 
Konyak language. The present scenario in-
dicates that most natives cannot converse 
each other in native languages. Nagamese 
language is used as the Lingua franca 
among the natives at a rate of swallowing 
Konyak Language. As English is used as the 
medium of instruction in schools, colleges 
and universities, the younger generation 
especially those born outside the native 
villages tend to be more comfortable in 
the foreign languages rather than their na-
tive language.  We will also witness Major 
problems in the orthography of the Konyak 
language due to the inconsistency writing 
system from author to author.

Example- Roman orthography cannot 
describe all the pronunciation of a Konyak 
word.  [‘b’ and ‘p’],  [‘v’ and ‘w’], [‘t’ and ‘d’], 
[ch and j] etc cannot be distinguished pho-
netically and orthographically. 

My suggestions to promote  
Konyak language:

A powerful committee should be con-
stituted to explore the avenues to further 
develop Konyak literatures.

Strengthen the process of documenta-
tion and preservation.

Research activities on linguistic issues 
need to be carried out.

Konyak language should be introduced 
in the institutes of higher learning as a 
standard curriculum. 

Writers and scholars in Konyak languag-
es should be supported in their endeavour 
by the community. And a minimum stand-
ard should be maintained by the Literary 
Committees involved in the development 
of Konyak language like spellings, gram-
mars, etc.

Language teachers should be sent for 
specialized training to enhance the skill 
and knowledge of the language at language 
study institutes.

To cope with information explosion 
there is a need to arrange for well organized 
sectional bibliographic control and have a 
bibliographical centre. 

Important contributions or outstanding 
articles appearing in different publications 
to be compiled subject wise and published 
in a phase wise manner with proper public-
ity.

Adoption of First language (L1) as a 
compulsory subject in all levels of school-
ing.

To inquire about the sources consulted, 
please email on the link below.

nikaybesa18@yahool.com

I
n its own #MeToo moment, the Eco-
nomic Survey this year was released 
with a symbolic pink cover and a dedi-
cated chapter on India’s notorious gen-

der issues.
The Survey, over the last few years un-

der Arvind Subramanian, has provided a 
refreshing take on resolving the challenges 
facing the Indian economy. In the past, he 
has given quite a few out-of-the-box policy 
recommendations like the establishment of 
a bad bank for resolution of the problem of 
bad loans and implementation of a univer-
sal basic income to do away with the ineffi-
ciency of subsidies. The document this year 
is no less insightful.

The Survey places the GDP growth esti-
mate for the current fiscal at 6.75 per cent. 
This figure is a tad higher than the Central 
Statistics Office’s projection at 6.5 percent, 
as in its own estimates, it has not incorpo-
rated the pick-up in growth in the latter half 
of the year. Moreover, the Survey estimates 
that, as a result of the reforms undertaken 
this year, real GDP growth will rise by 7 to 
7.5 percent in the next fiscal. This would re-
instate India’s position as the fastest-grow-
ing major economy in the world.

On India’s economic growth in the re-

cent past, the Survey highlights an inter-
esting aspect. Over the last 4-6 quarters, 
India’s growth has temporarily decoupled 
with that of the world economy. Until early 
2016, economic growth in India was accel-
erating while that of other countries was 
decelerating. Since then the opposite has 
been true.

This was due to a combination of five 
factors. First, until mid-2016, real interest 
rates were following the downward global 
trend after which India’s rates deviated and 
started shifting upwards. This affected in-
vestment activity negatively and resulted 
in an appreciation of the rupee, which sub-
dued export activity. 

The second and third factors were the 
twin effects of demonetisation and the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST). The fourth 
was the twin balance sheet (TBS) challenge 
of banks and corporates while the final fac-
tor was the uptick in oil prices over the first 
three quarters of 2017-18.

However, of late, India is displaying a ro-
bust revival in growth along with the world 
economy, signalling an end of the tempo-
rary decoupling it witnessed. The story of 
revival in the Survey is also punctuated with 
warnings of risk factors within the economy. 
The biggest challenge in the upcoming fis-
cal arises from the rise in oil prices. The In-
dian economy always finds its growth story 

challenged by twin deficits within its fiscal 
and current accounts owing to variability in 
the global oil prices. The economy needs to 
find a sustainable solution to this historical 
macro-economic vulnerability by rapidly 
ramping up its strength on the export front, 
preferably in manufactured goods.

The second risk factor highlighted by 
the Survey, which could impact India’s 
growth in the near future, is a possible cor-
rection in the stock markets. As this col-
umn has previously highlighted, Indian 
stock markets have displayed a puzzling 
trend over the last few years. Since Decem-
ber 2015, the Sensex has risen 46 percent 
in rupee terms while economic growth and 
corporate profits have decelerated. This 
trend has largely been driven by expecta-
tions of a revival in growth and a sudden 
change in the savings pattern of house-
holds after demonetisation. However, as 
the Survey points out, a sharp correction 
cannot be ruled out in case future growth 
of the economy and corporate earnings do 
not remain in line with current expecta-
tions.

Such a correction in stock markets could 
trigger the classic emerging market “stall” 
in capital flows and force further hikes in 
interest rates, which will be quite inimical 
to economic growth. Hence the duality of 
growth and risk is the current saga of the 

India story.
So, what do the findings of the Econom-

ic Survey tell us about the focus of the up-
coming Budget?

First, as expected, the agriculture sec-
tor will be in deserving focus on February 
1. The Survey stresses on giving adequate 
support to the sector. However, in a major 
setback to Modi’s aim of doubling agricul-
tural income, the Survey provides a key 
finding that, due to climate change, annual 
agricultural incomes could reduce by 15-18 
percent on an average. In unirrigated areas, 
this figure could climb up as high as 20-25 
percent.

This provides some crucial Budget rec-
ommendations. Higher investment needs 
to be made towards expanding irrigation 
with the implementation of efficient drip 
and sprinkler technologies. Moreover, a 
plan to provide direct income support to 
farmers can be put in motion to replace in-
efficient agricultural subsidies.

Second, the Budget needs to address 
the perpetual problem of employment. 
Although India’s unemployment rate is 
around 3.5 percent, the unemployment 
rate in the 15-24 age group stands at 10.5 
percent, as per recent International La-
bour Organisation estimates. Therefore, 
India has an abysmally low capacity to 
provide jobs to first-time workers. The 

only solution for India is to strengthen its 
manufacturing sector.

Providing incentives to labour-in-
tensive export sectors in the Budget can 
kill two birds with one stone. Apart from 
providing jobs, growth in the export sec-
tor will imply higher current account sur-
plus for the Indian economy which can 
provide a cushion against swings in the 
global oil prices. Therefore, it would go 
a long way in reducing India’s historical 
macro-economic vulnerability that the 
Survey highlights.

There are various other aspects of the 
economy that will hopefully be addressed 
when Finance Minister Arun Jaitley stands 
up in Parliament on the fateful day. Reviving 
investment activity, stabilising the GST and, 
most importantly, the question of sticking 
to the fiscal deficit targets; quite a lot hangs 
in balance on the upcoming Budget. It will 
be interesting to see the course that the gov-
ernment decides to take.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness, India. The 

views expressed are personal. He 
can be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @kautiliya. 
Chirag Yadav, researcher at Institute for 

Competitiveness, has contributed  
to the article)

My Investigation on the History of Konyak Language Development

After Economic Survey, Much Now Depends on Budget 2018-19 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Senior Haryana official killed in collision
Gurugram, Jan. 30 (IANS): A 35-year-old woman, posted 
as District Town Planner (DTP) of Rewari a month ago, 
was killed in a road accident on Tuesday, an official said.
Poonam, who was based in Sector 15 here with her fam-
ily, was killed in a collision near Shahabad on National 
Highway 1, about 210 km from Gurugram, a senior offi-
cial said. She had joined as DTP Rewari, some 55 km from 
here, a month ago. “She was to appear in the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court in Chandigarh on Tuesday. Hanu-
man Dass, a draftsman from the office, was also with 
her,” Dharmender Dhawan, assistant account officer at 
Rewari office, told IANS.  Dass was critically injured in the 
incident. Earlier, she was posted in Gurugram as Assistant 
Town Planner and Town Planner at HSIIDC in Faridabad.
Her husband, Ashok Kumar, is a senior journalist with a 
national English daily and hails from Urban Estate area 
of Haryana’s Jind. Director Town and Country Planning 
and other senior officials were on their way to Jind to 
take part in the funeral.

Fire breaks out at jute mill; none injured
Kolkata, Jan. 30 (PTI): A fire broke out at jute mill here 
this afternoon, police said. There were no reports of any 
casualty, the police said. Four fire tenders were pressed 
into service to douse the fire which broke out at the jute 
mill on Narkeldanga Main Road at around 3 pm. Though 
the cause of the fire is yet to be ascertained, fire officials 
said that it could be because of short circuit. “There is 
a huge stock of inflammable materials inside the mill. 
Since it is a congested area, we do not want to take any 
chance and the fire is at the moment under control,” a 
senior officer of the Fire Department said.

Pakistani troops shell border areas 
in Rajouri
Jammu, Jan. 30 (PTI): Pakistani troops today opened fire 
and lobbed mortars on forward and civilian areas along 
the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district, draw-
ing retaliation from the Indian Army. No casualties have 
been reported so far. The firing and shelling along the 
LoC in Noushera sector of Rajouri district started at 7 am, 
Deputy Commissioner, Rajouri, Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 
told PTI. He said the heavy shelling is going on targeting 
five villages in areas of Jhangar, Dhamaka and Kalal belts.
Schools in border areas have been closed.

‘’Drunk’’ policeman rams vehicle 
into scooter; two injured 
Hyderabad, Jan. 30 (PTI): Two persons were injured 
after a police inspector rammed his four-wheeler into 
a scooter allegedly under the influence of alcohol here, 
police said today. The incident took place around 8 pm 
yesterday at Yapral area in the city. Inspector of Police 
G Girish Rao (51), working at Police Training Centre in 
Medchal, was driving an MPV (a private vehicle) when 
he lost control and hit some vehicles, police they said. 
Rachakonda Police Commissioner Mahesh M Bhagwath 
said Rao was driving the vehicle in a “drunken” state 
and in “rash and negligent” manner. “He hit a scooter 
and two other vehicles causing injuries to the civilians. 
Departmental action will be initiated against Rao,” the 
commissioner said. A police official attached to Jawahar 
Nagar Police station said, “Two persons going on the 
scooter were injured and taken to a hospital. The inspec-
tor was subjected to breath-analyser test, which showed 
that the blood alcohol content (BAC) was beyond per-
missible levels.”  The inpsector has been booked under 
relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Two labourers killed in Raj
Jaipur, Jan. 30 (PTI): Two labourers were crushed to 
death and three others injured after they got trapped 
under big boulders in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur district, 
the police said today. The incident occurred when the 
labourers were involved in some mining work at a hill in 
Rasiya village, they said. The deceased were identified as 
Sher Singh (30) and Chhutan Singh (40), they said, adding 
their family members were informed about the accident.
The district administration has ordered an inquiry into 
the matter and further investigation is on, the SHO at 
Nagar police station, Devisahay Meena said.

Woman naxal carrying Rs 3 lakh re-
ward held in C’garh 
Raipur, Jan. 30 (PTI): A woman Naxal carrying a reward 
of Rs 3 lakh on her head, was arrested today in Konda-
gaon district in Chhattisgarh, a police official said. Acting 
on a tip-off, the cadre identified as Balmati Korram (21), 
was arrested by a joint team of security forces from 
Chhitpani village forest under Mardapal police station 
limits, Kondagaon Additional Superintendent of Police 
(ASP) Maheshwar Nag told PTI. The composite squad 
of District Reserve Guard (DRG) and local police had 
launched an anti-Maoist operation towards Kudur, Tum-
diwal, Handapal, Chhitpani villages in Mardapal area, 
around 250 kms away from here, he said. While cordon-
ing off the forests between Markampal and Chhitpani, 
the patrolling team rounded up Korram, who was active 
as a member of Aamdai LOS (local organisation squad) 
of Maoists, Nag said. She was allegedly involved in the 
attack on a police team in the forest of Hadeli village in 
the area in February 2015 and carrying a reward of Rs 3 
lakh on her head, the ASP added.

Another boy abducted in Patna
Patna, Jan. 30 (IANS): In second such incident in a month, 
a seven-year-old boy was on Monday kidnapped from 
Bihar’s capital Patna, police said. Saurabh Kumar, a UKG 
student of a local private school, was abducted by two 
motorcycle-borne criminals in Patna’s Ramkrishna Nagar 
locality, Senior Superintenent of Police Manu Maharaj 
said.  The police have been conducting raids to rescue 
Saurabh.  Earlier this month, 16-year-old son of a prop-
erty dealer was kidnapped for ransom and later found 
murdered. According to the police, the kidnappers had 
demanded a ransom of Rs 25 lakh from his the family.

Goa government transactions to go 
digital by September-end — CM
Panaji, Jan. 30 (IANS): All financial transactions con-
ducted by the state government will go digital from 
September 30 this year, Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar 
said on Tuesday. “Less cash, means less corruption and 
less evil, which leads to increase in state’s income and 
decrease in taxation. The state government is going full 
scale into digital payments. “By September 30, 2018, my 
government will go cashless,” Parrikar said while speak-
ing at a seminar organised by NABARD (National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development) at a function here. 
The Chief Minister also said that point of sale machines 
would be installed in all government departments to fa-
cilitate digital payments for licences, fees, penalties, etc.

Sealing: BJP, AAP spar over meeting; 
Delhi government to move SC 

Cauvery issue: TN delegation led 
by CM plan to meet Karnataka CM 

AIADMK expels over 150 

Perpetrators of violence won’t be spared — UP CM A rst for Indian: NITI Aayog’s 
Vinod Paul to receive WHO prize

SC seeks ED’s reply on Karti’s 
plea against property attachment

Yogi Adityanath

New Delhi, Jan 30 (IANS) Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Tuesday said that his govern-
ment will approach the Supreme 
Court for a stay on the ongoing 
sealing drive, after a meeting 
between the ruling AAP and BJP 
ended in chaos and a political 
blame game.

The sealing of shops and 
businesses -- even doctors’ 
clinics -- located in residential 
premises in the city is being car-
ried out by a Supreme Court-ap-
pointed Monitoring Committee 
and implemented by the three 
BJP-led Municipal Corporations.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
alleged that their leaders were 
attacked by the Aam Aadmi 
Party volunteers near the Chief 
Minister’s residence, where they 
had gone for a meeting. On the 
other hand, the AAP claimed the 

Bharatiya Janata Party leaders 
walked out of the meeting.

BJP MLA and Leader of Op-
position in Assembly Vijender 
Gupta urged Lt Governor Anil 
Baijal to order a high-level probe 
into the meeting issue. 

“Strongest possible action 
is essential to ensure such in-
cidents do not recur. Such vio-
lence, falsehood, and intoler-
ance on Mahatma Gandhi’s 
martyrdom day is tragic,” Gupta 
said.

On the other hand, Kejriwal 
said the BJP delegation led by 
its Delhi unit President Manoj 
Tiwari walked out of the meet-
ing instead of trying to come up 
with suggestions that could be 
presented to the Lt Governor for 
remedial measures.

Kejriwal said: “All our MLAs 
and councillors had gathered for 

the meeting with the BJP delega-
tion. But they refused to have a 
discussion in front of everyone.” 

“There is nothing confiden-
tial about it. It is nobody’s per-
sonal issue. It is a public matter. 
I begged them to sit down, dis-
cuss, and together find a solu-
tion to the sealing drive. But they 
just walked out,” he said. 

Tiwari later said that the 
AAP should end “urban naxal-
ism” and said that a complaint 
had been filed at the Civil Lines 
police station. “The AAP had 
over 150 supporters at the meet-
ing. We wanted a meeting in a 
closed room. They misbehaved 
with our women Mayors and 
our MLA Vijender Gupta and 
disrupted the meeting. This is 
is highly condemnable,” Tiwari 
told reporters.

After the meeting ended, 

with both sides blaming each 
other, Kejriwal visited many 
markets, including in Hauz 
Khas, Sadar Bazar, Chandni 
Chowk, and Hudston Lane to 
take stock of the sealing drive.

Addressing a gathering in 
Meherchand Market in South 
Delhi, the Chief Minister said 
that the AAP government was 
“totally against sealing occur-
ring in the city”. “In the next two 
to three days, the Delhi govern-
ment will file a petition in the 
Supreme Court to get a stay on 
the sealing drive,” Kejriwal said.

“We will put all your prob-
lems in the petition and get a 
stay from the Supreme Court,” 
the Chief Minister said.

Kejriwal said that traders 
were not given notice before the 
sealing and termed the drive as 
“hooliganism”.

The Chief Minister said that 
he had written a letter to the Lt 
Governor to urge him to imple-
ment four steps to put an end to 
the drive.

Kejriwal said that the Lt Gov-
ernor and the central govern-
ment have the powers to imple-
ment these steps and they can 
end the drive in 24 hours if they 
wish to do so. 

AAP leader Dilip Pandey sat 
on a hunger strike near the Civic 
Centre in Central Delhi, alleging 
that the BJP was responsible for 
the ongoing sealing drive. 

Later, AAP MLA Saurabh 
Bharadwaj tweeted that the 
three Municipal Corporation 
Commissioners will appear be-
fore an Assembly committee on 
the issue on Wednesday, wherein 
Delhi officials concerned too will 
be present.

Chennai, Jan. 30 (PTI): A delegation 
of ministers from delta districts, led 
by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K Pal-
aniswami, plan to meet Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah over 
releasing the state’s share of Cauvery 
water to ‘save’ samba paddy crop, an 
official release said.

The meeting, attended by deputy 
Chief Minister O Panneerselvam, 
among others, decided that a dele-
gation of ministers from the Cauvery 
delta districts plan to meet Siddara-
maiah and take up the issue.

Tamil Nadu has formally re-
quested Karnataka to facilitate an 
appointment with Siddaramaiah to 
raise the issue of releasing its share 
of water from Cauvery to ‘save’ the 
samba crops in Tamil Nadu, the 
release said.

“In the meeting, it was decided 
that the Tamil Nadu chief minister 
and ministers from delta districts 
will meet the Karnataka chief minis-
ter in Bengaluru and insist on releas-
ing water from Cauvery to save the 
samba crops,” it said.

The proposal was being made in 
the interest of the delta farmers, the 

release added.
“In this connection, a written 

communication as well as a tel-
ephonic request has been made with 
the chief secretary of Karnataka and 
the principal secretary to the chief 
minister (Siddaramiah) seeking his 
appointment,” with Palaniswami-
led Tamil Nadu delegation, it said.

The proposal comes days after 
Palaniswami wrote to Siddaramiah, 
urging him to release Tamil Nadu’s 
share of water from river Cauvery 
as per the 2007 final award by a dis-
putes tribunal.

Palaniswami had written to 
Siddaramaiah on January 13, say-
ing Tamil Nadu had received only 
111.647 tmcft of Cauvery water as on 
January 9 at Biligundulu as against 
the due of 179.871 tmcft, leaving a 
deficit of 68.224 tmcft.

As per the 2007 order of the Cau-
very Water Disputes Tribunal, Tamil 
Nadu has to receive 192 tmcft (1,000 
million cubic feet) of water every 
year as its share from the inter- state 
river.

Palaniswami said the storage 
in the Mettur reservoir in Salem 

district, which caters to the Cauvery 
delta region, as on January 12, was a 
“meagre” 21.27 tmcft even as utilis-
able storage there was 16.27 tmcft.

This was “grossly inadequate” to 
meet irrigation needs of standing 
crops and drinking water needs in 
summer, he had said.

“After reserving the minimum 
needs of drinking water supply and 
perennial crops, Karnataka can re-
lease at least 15 tmcft to Tamil Nadu 
to make up a part of the shortfall,” 
Palasniwami had told his Karnataka 
counterpart. 

This water was required to meet 
the crucial needs of the standing 
crops in the Cauvery delta, Palan-
iswami had asserted.

He had also urged Siddaramaiah 
to instruct the officers concerned to 
release 7 tmcft of water immediately 
and the balance within a fortnight 
from the existing storage, to save the 
standing crops.

This should be done taking into 
consideration the plight of a large 
number of Delta farmers who de-
pend on the success of their crop to 
meet their livelihood, he had said.

Chennai, Jan. 30 (PTI): 
Continuing with the crack-
down on dissidents in the 
wake of its RK Nagar bypoll 
defeat, the ruling AIADMK 
in Tamil Nadu today re-
moved its Coimbatore Lok 
Sabha MP from a key party 
post, while expelling more 
than 150 office bearers 
there and in Kancheep-
uram district.

AIADMK coordinator 
O Panneerselvam and co-
coordinator K Palaniswa-
mi said in a joint state-
ment that AP Nagarajan 
was being “relieved” as 
the presidium chairman 
of the party’s Coimbatore 
urban unit.

They also expelled 155 
office-bearers of the party, 
including 137 from the 
party’s Kancheepuram 
West and its sub-units.

Eighteen of those be-
longing to Coimbatore 
Urban were also shown 
the door.

Palaniswami and Pan-

neerselvam, who merged 
the factions led by them 
in August 2017, had last 
month warned of ac-
tion against those who 
go against the party line, 
following its loss in the 
December 21 RK Nagar as-
sembly bypoll which was 
won by sidelined party 
leader TTV Dhinakaran.

They had earlier too 
expelled a number of 
functionaries, while strip-
ping some of the key aides 
of Dhinakaran of party 
posts.

The members were be-
ing expelled from AIADMK 
as they went against party 
principles and “brought 
disrepute” to it, Panneer-
selvam and Palaniswami 
said in the statement.

They asked their party 
workers not to have any 
truck with those expelled.

Yesterday, the two lead-
ers had sacked as many as 
117 office-bearers of Siva-
ganga district.

Lucknow, Jan. 30 (PTI): 
Breaking his silence on the 
communal clashes in Kas-
ganj, Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
today warned of strict ac-
tion against the perpetra-
tors of violence and said 
those indulging in anarchy 
will not be spared.

His remarks came after 
days of violence in Kasganj 
where clashes broke out 
on last Friday in which one 
person was killed and two 
others were injured.

“Our government is 
committed to provide se-
curity to each and every 
citizen. Those indulging in 
anarchy will not be spared,” 
he told mediapersons here.

The chief minister 
warned that strict action 
will be taken against the 
perpetrators of violence 
and no guilty will be al-

New Delhi, Jan. 30 (IANS): In a first for an 
Indian, NITI Aayog Member Vinod Paul 
has been chosen to receive WHO’s pres-
tigious IhsanDogramaci Family Health 
Foundation Prize for his services in the 
field of family health, official sources said 
on Tuesday.

The global honour, given by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), was con-
firmed by the WHO Executive Board on 
January 27. It will be presented to Paul at 
the World Health Assembly in Geneva, 
Switzerland, in May.

He was chosen unanimously from 
among shortlisted candidates from Al-
geria, China, Malaysia, Mexico, Russian 
Federation, and Uzbekistan.

“The WHO Board resolution acknowl-
edges Dr Paul as an internationally re-

nowned researcher, clinician, educator, 
and public health advocate in the area of 
family health, with a special focus on new-
born health,” a NITI (National Institution 
for Transforming India) Aayog statement 
said. 

“He has made distinguished contribu-
tions towards improving the health and 
well-being of families, especially in devel-
oping countries.”

A well-known name in public health 
circles in India, Paul has played a key 
role in formulating national child health 
guidelines and programmes in the coun-
try. 

Prior to joining the NITI Aayog, Paul 
was head of the Department of Pediatrics 
at All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 
New Delhi.

New Delhi, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
Disgruntled BJP leader 
Yashwant Sinha on Tues-
day launched “non-po-
litical” platform “Rashtra 
Manch” to raise “troubling 
issues” concerning the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment with leaders from 
several other parties in 
attendance.

Addressing a news 
conference, the former 
Union Minister said there 
were many problems be-
fore the country.

“It is not a political 
party today and nor shall 
it  become a political 
party in the future. This 
is a movement and it is 
nationwide movement 
about some of the issues 
troubling us. We decided 
not to remain silent and 
have decided to struggle,” 
he said. 

The leaders present 
at the launch of the plat-
form included BJP MP 
Shatrughan Sinha, Trina-
mool Congress’ Dinesh 
Trivedi, Janata Dal-United 
leader Pavan Varma, Con-
gress MP Renuka Chowd-
hury, Aam Aadmi Party’s 
Sanjay Singh, Nationalist 
Congress Party’s Majeed 
Memon and Rashtriya 

Lok Dal’s Jayant Chaud-
hary.

Yashwant Sinha al-
leged that there was an 
atmosphere of fear in the 
country and their main 
commitment is “to save 
democracy and all its in-
stitutions”.

“We are told we are liv-
ing in an age of commu-
nication but we are living 
in an atmosphere of fear. 
The whole country is liv-
ing in fear, specially those 
of the ruling party. except 
me and Shatrughan Sin-
ha. Where has the party 
of Atalji (Bihari Vajpay-
ee) and (L.K.) Advaniji 
reached,” he said. 

“The government ma-
chinery is being misused 
to create fear. It appears 
that speaking truth is now 
blasphemy,” he added.

The octogenar ian 
leader said whether there 
is performance or not, 
there is belief that things 
can be managed with 
propaganda. “If facts are 
not in our favour, we will 
have ordered facts.”

He said the govern-
ment has claimed success 
on foreign policy but In-
dia’s relations with Nepal 
and Maldives “are in tat-

ters” and there are reports 
of military build up by 
China in Doklam. 

Referring to farmers, 
he said they had been 
reduced to the “status of 
beggars”.

“We got rid of our fear 
and we have come to-
gether. We are not afraid. 
We could not have come 
together if we did not plan 
to counter the propagan-
da.”

Shatrughan Sinha 
said he had joined the 
platform for not having a 
forum to raise the voice 
within the party. 

“If  we could have 
spoken there, if we were 
heard there or given op-
portunity to speak, then 
today this platform would 
not have been formed,” 
he said. 

With representatives 
of several parties present, 
the platform which was 
launched on the 70th 
death anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, is being 
seen as another forum for 
opposition parties com-
ing together against the 
Modi government in the 
run-up to the electoral 
battles this year and the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

 New Delhi, Jan. 30 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court today sought the Enforcement 
Directorate’s reply on a plea of Karti 
Chidambaram, son of former Union Min-
ister P Chidambaram, against provisional 
attachment of his properties in the Aircel-
Maxis deal case.

The top court asked the investigating 
agency to file a reply on the petitions of 
Karti and a firm against provisional at-
tachment of their properties in connection 
with a money laundering probe in the 
Aircel-Maxis deal case. A bench of Justices 
Arun Mishra and Amitava Roy sought a 
detailed reply from the ED by March 8, 
after the agency said it needed time to file 
some additional documents in the case.

Senior advocate Anand Grover, who 
was appointed by the apex court as special 
prosecutor in the 2G cases and was repre-
senting the ED, said although they have 
filed some documents, some additional 
papers need to be filed and hence some 
time should be granted.

“You file reply to all the petitions of 
petitioner including the Interlocutory 
Applications by March 8,” the bench said.

The matters were taken up for hearing 
before the bench headed by Justice Arun 
Mishra after Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra recused from hearing the pleas on 
January 10.

The CJI had then said that he, as the 

Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court, had 
heard the case pertaining to 2G spectrum 
allocation case and hence, would not like 
to hear the instant petitions.

The bench had then said that another 
bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra, 
which is already seized of a similar case, 
would hear the matters.

The ED, on September 25 last year, had 
attached assets worth Rs 1.16 crore of Karti 
and a firm allegedly linked to him in con-
nection with the probe in the Aircel-Maxis 
case. A provisional attachment order, 
signed by Joint Director and investigating 
officer of the 2G spectrum allocation cases 
Rajeshwar Singh, was issued under PMLA 
for attaching the assets.

It had said FIPB approval in the Aircel-
Maxis FDI case was granted in March, 2006 
by the then finance minister even though 
he was competent to accord approval on 
project proposals only up to Rs 600 crore, 
while those beyond this amount, required 
the approval of the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA).

It had also alleged that a payment of Rs 
26 lakh was made by Aircel Televentures 
Limited to ASCPL, the firm allegedly linked 
to Karti, within a few days of the FIPB ap-
proval.

The ED is probing the Aircel-Maxis 
deal under the PMLA after taking cogni-
sance of a 2011 CBI FIR in the case.

lowed to go scot free.
At least three shops, 

two buses and a car were 
torched after Chandan 
Gupta was killed in clashes 
following stone- pelting 
by a mob on a motorcycle 
rally taken out to celebrate 
Republic Day.

As many as 118 people 

have been arrested in con-
nection with the violence 
following which security 
forces are maintaining 
strict vigil.

The incident drew flak 
from Governor Ram Naik 
who described it as a “blot” 
on Uttar Pradesh and said 
it was a “matter of shame”.
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No talks with Afghan Russia says Syria ready 

Yemen’s Saudi-backed 
government ‘to ee from Aden’

US lifts ban on refugees 
from 11 ‘high-risk’ countries

Pak court rejects Sharif’s objections to 
supplementary case in Panama Papers scandal 

Pyongyang cancels joint event, 
blames South Korea media

US names Russian oligarchs, political figures in ‘Putin list’

NEWS IN BRIEF
Indian techie found dead at his 
apartment in Texas
Houston, Jan. 30 (PTI): An Indian software engineer was 
found dead at his apartment where he was living as a 
paying guest in the US state of Texas, according to officials. 
Venkannagari Krishna Chaitanya, 30, who moved to the US 
three years ago, was living as a paying guest in Arlington, 
a suburb of Dallas in Texas, said sources at the Indian 
Consulate here. When Chaitanya did not came out of his 
room for a long time, his landlord broke in and found his 
body. Chaitanya was working in Cognizant Technologies 
on a Southeast Airlines project. The authorities in the 
US have informed Chaitanya’s family in Telangana about 
his death. “We are in touch with the family in India and 
coordinating transportation of the mortal remains to India 
as soon as possible,” Houston Consulate General Anupam 
Ray’s office sources told PTI. The cause of Chaitanya’s 
death is “not known”, sources at the Houston Consulate 
said, adding that his body has been sent for postmortem.

8 of family killed in Pakistan mine 
explosion
Islamabad, Jan. 30 (IANS): Eight members of a family 
were killed and another person was injured when a mine 
exploded on Tuesday as a vehicle was passing through the 
tribal region of northwestern Pakistan, an official said. The 
mine exploded as the vehicle was travelling through the 
Kurram Agency bordering Afghanistan at around 8 a.m., 
regional administration spokesperson Arbab Ali told Efe 
news. He said that five women and three men were killed 
in the explosion while another person was wounded and 
taken to hospital in Peshawar. The explosion occurred in 
an area which is predominantly Shia, a community which 
has been targeted several times, although Ali said that the 
victims from Tuesday’s attack were all Sunnis. In June, 25 
people were killed and a 100 injured in a double explosion 
in Kurram market. In March, a car bomb explosion near 
a Shia mosque for women in Parachinar, the capital of 
Kurram Agency, left 22 people dead. According to the 
South Asia Terrorism Portal, there has been a decline in 
violence in Pakistan with 1,260 terror-related deaths in 
2017 (540 civilians, 208 security force members and 512 
alleged terrorists), the lowest figure in a decade.

15 soldiers killed in Yemen car 
bombing
Aden, Jan. 30 (IANS): Fifteen newly-recruited Yemeni 
soldiers were killed in a suicide car bombing at a 
military checkpoint in Shabwa province on Tuesday, 
an official said. “The suicide assailant died on the spot 
after detonating his explosives-laden car at a military 
checkpoint in Nokhan area of Shabwa province, killing 15 
soldiers,” the local government official told Xinhua news 
agency. He said the targeted checkpoint was manned by 
a special Yemeni Army unit backed by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). No group has claimed responsibility for 
the attack, but the government officials blamed it on the 
Yemen-based Al Qaeda branch. Al Qaeda militants are 
intensifying drive-by attacks on security checkpoints in 
Yemen’s southern provinces as UAE-backed government 
forces tighten military operations against their hideouts. 
In the past months, government forces and the UAE 
armed forces operating in Aden province launched an 
anti-terror offensive to root out Al Qaeda militants from 
their strongholds in the neighbouring province of Abyan. 
The UAE-backed anti-terror campaign has dislodged Al 
Qaeda militants from several villages in Abyan and in the 
neighbouring Shabwa province, with more than 50 of 
them arrested and imprisoned in Aden.

Xi Jinping elected deputy to 13th NPC
Hohhot, Jan. 30 (IANS): Chinese President Xi Jinping was 
elected deputy to the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC) by a unanimous vote at the first session of the 
13th regional people’s congress of the Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region on Tuesday. Xi was nominated by 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) as a candidate for deputy to the 13th NPC, which 
was put to a vote at the regional congress, Xinhua news 
agency reported. Xi was among 58 deputies elected to the 
new NPC at the regional congress. The 13th NPC will open 
its first annual session in Beijing on March 5. Spanning 
across northern China, Inner Mongolia connects eight 
provincial regions, borders Russia and Mongolia, and is 
home to 55 ethnic groups. Deputies said Xi’s election in 
an ethnic minority border region “showed a new ethos of 
the CPC Central Committee: maintaining a close tie with 
the people, advancing poverty alleviation, pushing for the 
Belt and Road Initiative and other key state programmes”.

United Nations, Jan. 30 
(IANS):  Asserting the 
United States determi-
nation to finish off the 
Afghan Taliban, President 
Donald Trump has ruled 
out for now talks with the 
organisation that has un-
leashed a wave of carnage 
on Afghanistan in recent 
days.

“Innocent people are 
being killed left and right” 
by the Taliban, he told the 
members of the UN Se-
curity Council at a White 
House lunch on Monday. 
“Bombing in the middle of 
children, in the middle of 
families -- bombing, killing 
all over Afghanistan.”

“So there’s no talking to 
the Taliban,a he said. “We 
do not want to talk to the 
Taliban.”

“We’re going to finish 
what we have to finish,” he 
said. “What nobody else 
has been able to finish, 
we’re going to be able to 
do it.”

The latest round of at-
tacks in Kabul by the Tali-
ban that have claimed at 
least 125 lives were a direct 
challenge to Trump, start-
ing days after he had as-

Sochi, Jan. 30 (IANS): Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin has said that the 
right conditions were in 
place for Syria to move on 
from its tragic conflict, as 
delegates gathered here 
on Tuesday for the second 
day of a Syrian peace con-
ference that opposition 
groups boycotted.

The Russian-backed 
Congress of the Syrian 
National Dialogue aimed 
to hammer out a com-
mission for the creation 
of a new Constitution and 
a political transition in 
war-torn Syria. 

The main opposition 
delegation, the Higher 

Negotiation Committee 
(HNC), refused to attend 
the event in the Russian 
Black Sea resort city amid 
concerns that any agree-
ment would only ben-
efit the Syrian regime of 
Bashar al-Assad, Efe news 
reported. 

“It can be considered 
that today the right con-
ditions have been created 
to turn this tragic page of 
Syria’s history,” said Putin 
in a message read out 
by his Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov. 

“This is a good oppor-
tunity to achieve the de-
sires of the Syrian people 
to end this war between 

serted on January 16 that 
the US troops had made 
“tremendous strides” in 
fighting the Islamic State 
(IS) and the Taliban and 
that the South Asia policy 
he had announced last 
August was “working far 
more rapidly than anybody 
would understand.”

Taliban terrorists at-
tacked the Intercontinent-
al Hotel in Kabul during 
January 21-22, killing 22 
people, including 14 for-
eigners.

On Saturday, they 
struck again with an am-
bulance loaded with ex-

plosives killing at least 103 
people and injuring 235 
others.

Meanwhile, IS killed 
at least four people in an 
attack on the outpost of a 
British organisation, Save 
the Children, in Jalalabad 
on Wednesday. On Mon-
day, IS terrorists attacked 
a military base in Kabul, 
killing 11 soldiers.

Trump’s statement on 
Monday ends for now el-
ements of ambiguity in 
Washington’s approach 
to talks with Taliban. For 
example, Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson said last Au-

gust that the US would 
support peace talks be-
tween the Afghan govern-
ment and the Taliban with-
out preconditions.

However, Trump left 
open the possibility of talks 
under different condition 
in the future.

“There may be a time, 
but it’s going to be a long 
time.,” he told the Security 
Council members. “We’re 
all out, and that’s taking 
place right now, and it’s a 
whole new front.”

Trump has raised the 
stakes in fighting the Tali-
ban by acting against Paki-
stan, which he has accused 
of helping the terrorist or-
ganisation. 

The administration 
has announced that it is 
withholding security as-
sistance to Islamabad es-
timated over $1 billion till 
it stops supporting the 
Taliban.

The Washington visit 
was organised by Perma-
nent Representative Nikki 
Haley to persuade a skep-
tical Security Council to 
act against Iran, which the 
US alleges is violating the 
terms of the 2015 agree-

ment to stop developing 
nuclear weapons and is 
fomenting trouble in the 
region.

She took them to a mili-
tary base to show what she 
said were evidence of Iran’s 
violations.

Trump had criticised 
the UN during his presi-
dential campaign saying 
it caused problems rather 
than solving them and 
that it was a “good time” 
club. Since then, he has 
taken a more conciliatory 
tone.

Despite setbacks like 
being criticised by the Gen-
eral Assembly for wanting 
to recognise Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel and 
failing to get the Security 
Council to censure Iran 
over the anti-government 
protests and alleged nu-
clear activities, he has had 
victories.

The Security Council 
went along with the US 
in imposing the toughest 
sanctions on North Korea 
over its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes and the 
General Assembly has cut 
the UN budget for 2018 
and 2019 by $285 million.

brothers, to definitively 
put an end to terrorism 
and return to a normal 
life,” the statement said. 

In the message, Putin 
said that only the Syrian 
people had the right to 
decide on the future of 
their country. 

Members of the HNC, 
however, refused to leave 
the airport at Sochi, ap-
parently protesting the 
presence of Syrian regime 
flags in the arrival hall.

A board of Kurdish ne-
gotiators invited by Mos-
cow was also due to boy-
cott the convention amid 
accusations that Russia 
gave Turkey a green light 
to launch its recent mil-
itary incursion against 
Kurdish YPG militias in 
Afrin province, located in 
far northwestern Syria. 

Top international dig-
nitaries such as UN’s Spe-
cial Envoy to Syria Staffan 
de Mistura and UN’s Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres have supported 
the initiative as a way to re-
vive stuttering UN-backed 
talks in Geneva. 

Any transitional Con-
stitution in Syria would 
be drawn up under the 
auspices of the UN, Putin 
said in the message.

Sanaa, Jan. 30 (IANS): The 
Saudi-backed Yemen govern-
ment is preparing to flee from 
the de facto capital Aden as 
fighters from the armed wing 
of a political movement de-
manding secession for south-
ern Yemen seized large parts 
of the city after three days 
of fighting, the Guardian re-
ported on Tuesday.

The Southern Transition-
al Council (STC) has been 
seeking secession from the 
rest of Yemen for years. Until 
recently it received support 
from the UAE, causing a 
fracture in the Saudi-UAE 
alliance that intervened in 
Yemen against Houthi rebels 
that captured the north of 
the country.

Last week, the STC gave 
President Abd-Rabbu Man-
sour Hadi’s government an 

ultimatum - either dismiss 
Prime Minister Ahmed bin 
Daghr and his cabinet or face 
being overthrown.

The STC accused Hadi’s 
government of “rampant cor-
ruption” resulting in a “dete-
riorating economic, security 
and social situation never be-
fore witnessed in the history 
of the south”. At least 36 peo-
ple have been killed and 185 
wounded due to the violence 
in Aden since Sunday, accord-
ing to the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

In addition, 14 soldiers 
were killed on Tuesday in a 
suicide attack by suspected 
Islamist extremists in south-
ern Yemen, a senior military 
official said. 

The hostilities in Aden 
erupted early on Sunday 
when pro-gover nment 

troops prevented STC sup-
porters from entering the 
city for a rally. 

Separatists have dis-
patched additional forces 
from the central province 
of Marib and the southern 
province of Abyan, security 
sources said. The forces from 
Abyan marched on Aden af-
ter clashes with loyalists on 
the way.

Despite hailing from the 
south himself, Hadi has lost 
much of his support to the 
STC amid Yemen’s economic 
crisis. He currently lives in 
Saudi Arabia.

Yemen’s war has claimed 
more than 9,200 lives since 
Saudi Arabia and its military 
allies joined the conflict in 
March 2015, triggering what 
the UN has called the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis.

Washington, Jan. 30 (IANS): The US 
has lifted a ban on admissions to 
refugees from 11 countries whose ap-
plicants it designated “high-risk” and 
announced tougher vetting measures 
to weed out potential extremists and 
criminals. The Trump administration 
on Monday refused to identify the 11 
“high-risk” nations, citing “law en-
forcement sensitivities”. But officials 
with knowledge of the list said the 
countries included Egypt, Iran, Libya, 
South Sudan, Yemen, Sudan, Iraq, 
Mali, North Korea, Somalia and Syria, 
the Washington Post reported.

All but North Korea and South 
Sudan are Muslim majority.

Applicants from these “high-risk” 
countries will face more extensive 
background checks from US screen-
ers, according to administration of-
ficials, and the government will move 
to implement what it characterized as 
a more rigorous model for identifying 
possible threats.

The new measures will include 

additional interviews of applicants’ 
family members and close scrutiny of 
potential ties to organized crime, US 
officials told reporters.

An official said the high-risk de-
termination for the 11 nations “has 
nothing to do with religion”.

The enhanced security measures 
will also increase information sharing 
among the US agencies tasked with 
vetting refugee applicants. 

The high-risk list will be reviewed 
every six months and countries could 
be added or removed based on evolv-
ing assessments of security threats to 
the US. The US has admitted roughly 
6,500 refugees since the 2018 fiscal 
year began in October compared with 
about 32,000 during the same period 
last year, according to State Depart-
ment figures.

Among them, 332 refugees who 
have been admitted to enter America 
so far this fiscal year came from “high-
risk” countries, compared with nearly 
16,000 in the same period last year.

Islamabad, Jan. 30 (PTI): An accountabil-
ity court in Pakistan today rejected ousted 
premier Nawaz Sharif’s objections to the 
supplementary case filed against him and his 
family by the country’s anti-graft body over 
properties in London.

The court holding trial in graft cases 
against Sharif and his family decided that the 
supplementary case would be made part of 
the record in the Avenfield flats case.

The National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) on January 22 filed a supplementary 
case with the accountability court’s registrar 
in Islamabad which is already trying Sharif 
and his family -- two sons Hussain and 
Hassan, daughter Maryam, and son-in-law 
Safdar -- for alleged corruption in three 
cases.

The cases are related to the Panama Pa-
pers scandal that had forced the 68-year-old 
three-time prime minister to resign.

Accompanied by daughter Maryam and 
son-in-law Mohammad Safdar, Sharif for 
the 15th time appeared in the court located 
in Islamabad.

During the hearing today, conducted by 
Judge Muhammad Bashir, Nawaz Sharif s 
lawyer Khawaja Haris had raised an objec-
tion over the supplementary reference, say-
ing there is nothing new in it.

“The reference has been filed in line with 

the JIT report and no Mutual Legal Assist-
ance (MLA) report has so far been filed, said 
Haris.

According to him, the NAB had said that 
a supplementary reference would be filed 
when new evidence is found against the 
suspects but that is not the case. The sup-
plementary reference had to be filed in reply 
to a legal consultation. 

Haris stressed that the supplementary 
reference was not as per the order of the top 
court and thus could not be accepted.

“The supplementary reference was filed 
to target Sharif and even in that reference, 
the same allegations already levelled in the 
interim reference were repeated,” he said.

The three cases against the Sharif family 
pertain to the Al-Azizia Steel Mills, several 
companies including Flagship Investment 
Ltd, and London’s Avenfield properties.

Sharif and his sons have been named 
in all three NAB cases, while Maryam and 
Safdar have been named only in the Aven-
field case.

The political future of Sharif, who heads 
the country’s most powerful political fam-
ily and the ruling PML-N party, has been 
hanging in the balance since his ouster. If 
convicted, he could be jailed.

Sharif’s family alleges that the cases are 
politically motivated.

Seoul, Jan. 30 (IANS): Pyongyang 
has cancelled one of the joint events 
it had agreed to hold with Seoul fol-
lowing a “historic” meeting earlier in 
January, and has blamed the South 
Korean media for it.

In a fax on Monday, Pyongyang 
cancelled the celebration of the joint 
cultural performance, scheduled 
for February 4, accusing the South’s 
media of encouraging biased public 
sentiment towards the North, Efe 
news reported.

Pyongyang’s decision on the 
scheduled event on Mount Kumgang 
during the PyeongChang Olympic 
Winter Games, was announced late 
on Monday, the South Korean Unifi-
cation Ministry said on Tuesday.

The Kim Jong-un regime accused 
the South’s media of producing “bi-
ased” reports about the upcoming 
event and an “internal event” of the 
regime, referring to the military pa-
rade it was preparing for February 8.

For weeks, South Korean media 
have been analysing satellite images 
showing Pyongyang’s rehearsals for 
a large military parade, scheduled 
for the day before the opening of the 
PyeongChang Olympic Games.

Both Koreas have agreed to 
march together for the first time in 
more than a decade. This was despite 
the fact that Seoul had extended its 
hand to the regime to participate in 
the Olympics and had suspended 
its joint military maneouvres with 
the US to defuse tension on the 
peninsula.

“What has been agreed must 
be implemented under the spirit of 
mutual respect and understanding 
as the South and the North have only 
taken a hard-earned first step toward 
improving the South-North relation-
ship,” it added.

The event at Mount Kumgang 
was to be part of a series of events 
to be held, along with the North 
Korean participation in the Winter 
Olympics. The two neighbours have 
technically remained at war since 
the 1950s and it was believed that 
this rapprochement could ease the 
regional tensions.

The year 2017 was marked by the 
North’s consistent weapons tests and 
the US President Donald Trump’s 
belligerent rhetoric and threats, 
which the talks at the beginning of 
2018 tried to ease.

Washington, Jan. 30 (IANS): The 
US government has released 
a list of prominent Russian 
oligarchs and political figures 
with close ties to the Kremlin, 
in defiance of Moscow and 
implementing a Congressional 
law designed to punish Russia 
for election meddling.

Dubbed the “Putin list”, the 
report published by the US 
Treasury Department late on 
Monday included 114 senior 
Russian political figures as well 
as 96 oligarchs with a net worth 
of $1 billion or more, CNN re-
ported on Tuesday. 

However, the report was “not 
a sanctions list” the Treasury 
Department said. It does not 
entail economic or diplomatic 

sanctions for those named and 
is intended to increase pressure 
on Moscow over its involvement 
in the 2016 US presidential elec-
tions.

Putin said the list was an 
unfriendly act that complicated 
the US-Russia ties but he said 
he did not want to escalate the 
situation. He said Russia should 
instead be thinking about “our-
selves and the economy”.

“ T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  s t e p 
which... leads to further es-
calation of tensions,” Aleksey 
Chepa, Deputy Chairman of 
the State Duma’s international 
affairs committee, told official 
news agency RIA Novosti.

Oil magnate and owner of 
Chelsea soccer club Roman 

Abramovich, aluminum mag-
nate Oleg Deripaska and the 
media and tech magnate Al-
isher Usmanov were among the 
96 oligarchs.

The list of 114 senior officials 
included names such as Prime 
Minister Dmitri Medvedev, 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
and Putin’s chief spokesman 
Dimitry Peskov besides several 
dozen advisors and managers of 
state firms and members of the 
Russian intelligence services.

The Department added the 
list was compiled “based on 
objective criteria drawn from 
publically available sources” 
and those on it would not be 
subject to further restrictions.

The government was re-

quired to draw up the list after 
Congress passed the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (Caatsa) 
in August. The act aimed to 
punish Russia for its interfer-
ence in the 2016 US election 
as well as alleged human rights 
violations, the annexation of 
Crimea and ongoing military 
operations in eastern Ukraine.

US President Donald Trump 
did not support Caatsa even 
though he signed it into law, 
saying it was “unconstitutional”.

On Monday, the State De-
partment announced it would 
not impose more sanctions 
on Russia. It also declined to 
impose sanctions against com-
panies and foreign countries 

doing business with blacklisted 
Russian defence and intelli-
gence entities.

Critics of the Trump admin-
istration were outraged. “The 
Trump administration had a 
decision to make whether they 
would follow the law and crack 
down on those responsible for 
attacking American democracy 
in 2016,” said Representative 
Eliot Engel, the ranking Demo-
crat on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.  “They chose 
instead to let Russia off the hook 
yet again,” he said.

Democratic Senator Ben 
Cardin said: “The US should 
be prepared to impose sanc-
tions when the law is clearly 
violated.” 
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Singer Justin Timberlake will next month headline the BRIT 
Awards, 15 years after the moment he performed a duet with 
Kylie Minogue on the stage.   Timberlake, a former *NSYNC 
singer, had famously felt Minogue’s derriere on stage as they 
sang the latter’s “Rapture”. The ceremony, on February 21, 
will be one of his two high-profile gigs this year, along with 
the Super Bowl half-time performance in the US, ahead of the 
release of his album Man Of The Woods, reports The Sun. 
“Justin went down in Brits folklore after his duet with Kylie 
in 2003 so he will always be synonymous with the Brits. He 
will be performing alone this time,” a source said. 

Pink angry over women 
need to ‘step up’ comment

Bon Iver founder 
slams Bruno Mars’ 
Grammy wins

Meryl Streep files trademark 
to protect her name

Ranveer gets first 
‘award’ for ‘Padmaavat’ 
from Big B

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Padmaavat (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Padmaavat (hindi) 2D 

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

G
rammy Award-
winning singer 
Pink penned an 
angry note after the 
Recording Academy 

said women in music need to 
“step up”.

Pink took the stage at the 
Grammys here on Sunday night 
to give a powerful performance 
of her song “Wild hearts can’t 
be broken”.

But after Re-
cording Acad-
emy President 
Neil Portnow 
excused the 
low number of 
female winners 
and perform-
ers at the annual 
awards show by 
suggesting women 
need “to step up”, Pink 
wasn’t taking it lying 
down, reports daily-
mail.co.uk.

The singer 
penned a 
handwrit-

ten note that she then posted 
to her Twitter feed on Monday, 
responding: “Women in music 
don’t need to ‘step up’ - women 
have been stepping since the 
beginning of time. 

Stepping up, and also step-
ping aside.”

Pink went on: “Women 
owned music this year. They 

have been killing it. And every 
year before this.”

She added: “When we 
celebrate and honour 

the talent and ac-
complishments of 
women, and how 

much women step up every year, 
against all odds, we show the 
next generation of women and 
girls and boys and men what it 
means to be equal, and what it 
looks like to be fair.”

Only two female artistes won 
awards at the 2018 Grammys. 
Lorde, who was the only woman 
nominated for album of the 
year, didn’t perform because she 
wasn’t offered a solo slot like her 
male counterparts. 

Asked about those issues 
backstage at Madison Square 
Garden, Portnow said: “It has to 
begin with women who have the 

creativity in their hearts and 
their souls, who 
want to be musi-
cians, who want 

to be engineers, 
who want to be produc-
ers, who want to be part 
of the industry on an 
executive level, to step 
up. Because I think they 
would be welcome.”

Grammy-winning 
artiste Sheryl Crow 
tweeted: “I wish the 
Grammys would 
return to female/

male categories.”
“Who will young girls be in-

spired by to pick up a guitar and 
rock when most every category 
is filled with men? I’m not sure 
it is about women needing to 
‘step up’, (as said by the male in 
charge). #GrammysSoMale”.”

There were no women 
nominated in the record of the 
year category for the 60th annual 
Grammy Awards and the only 
male to be nominated in the 
best pop solo performance, Ed 
Sheeran, won. 

Alessia Cara won best new 
artist and Rihanna also got to 
take the stage when she and 
Kendrick Lamar won best rap/
sung performance for “Loyalty”.

Meanwhile, the television 
audience for the Grammys 
dropped by more than six mil-
lion viewers compared to 2017’s 
show, reports dailymail.co.uk.

Citing Nielsen data, CBS, 
which airs the live telecast, said 
19.8 million Americans tuned 
in for the three and a half hour 
broadcast, compared with 
2017 when 26.1 million people 
watched on television. 

IANS

T
he founder of indie folk 
band Bon Iver, Justin 
Vernon, slammed singer 
Bruno Mars’ wins at the 
60th Annual Grammy 

Awards.
Vernon expressed his disappoint-

ment on Twitter, questioning the 
seriousness of the ceremony, reports 
variety.com.

Mars bagged multiple awards on 
Monday at the gala including key 
honours like Album of the Year (“24K 
Magic”) and Song of the Year (“That’s 
what I like”). 

Mars overshadowed contenders 
like Kendrick Lamar, Lorde, Child-
ish Gambino and Jay-Z for the top 
prize.

“To be factual, Mars made a 
name in the industry by making 
hits out of hits of yesteryear. So, 
no real need to be mad, even, at 
the Grammys. SZA? 
Kendrick? I’d say 
move on from this 
s*** show. Felt like 
a Democratic Party 
party, not R ‘n’ Roll.”

Vernon is himself 
a four-time Grammy 
nominee with two 
wins in 2012 for 
Best New Artist 
and Best 
Alternative 
Album. 

He also 
comment-
ed on the 
lack of 
female 
win-
ners. 

“While some awesome musicians do 
win, what is winning?”

His comment was directed at 
Recording Academy President Neil 
Portnow’s response when asked 
about the majority of male winners.

Portnow told the media on Sun-
day: “Women who have the creativity 
in their hearts and souls, who want 
to be musicians, who want to be 
engineers, producers, want to be part 
of the industry on the executive level, 
need to step up because I think they 
would be welcome.” 

This response didn’t sit well 
with Vernon, who said: “S-ty 
coach language.”

IANS

Hollywood veteran Meryl Streep 
has filed a trademark application 
for use of her name.

The actress, 68, filed a trade-
mark to protect her name for “en-
tertainment services, namely, live, 
televised, and movie appearances 
by a professional actress and en-
tertainer” on January 22, according 
to US Patent and Trademark Office 
records obtained by pagesix.com.

Her name is also protected for 
“personal appearances, speaking 
engagements; autograph signings” 
and “providing a website featur-
ing content in the field of motion 
pictures”.

With the move, she will get a 
copyright which will act as a legal 

protection so that nobody can use 
her name to sell anything enter-
tainment related.

Streep’s move comes just days 
HBO announced that she is set 
to join the “Big Little Lies” cast for 
its second season. She will play 
Mary Louise Wright, the mother 
of Alexander Skarsgard’s character 
in the show, which is aired in India 
on Star World.

IANS

A
ctress Dakota Fan-
ning, who was first 
romantically linked 
to Henry Frye in 
October, says she is 

happily not single and prefers 
dating a non-celebrity.

Fanning opened up on her 
new romance in an interview 
with the February issue of Vogue 
Australia, reports dailymail.co.uk.

“I’ve always sort of dated some-
body a little bit removed... I see the 
whirlwind of (famous) people dating 
(famous) people and it just looks so 
intense,” she said. 

Little is known about Frye aside 
from the fact he lives in New York and 
studied at the University of Vermont, 
according to his Facebook page.

She went on to discuss her 
journey from a child actor to a Hol-
lywood star.

“I still don’t know how to 
answer this. I think because I’ve 
always maintained that I never 
felt that I was entitled to any-
thing because I did movies,” 
she said.

She said her mother Heather 
Joy Arrington has been a positive influence 
in her life. 

“I guess that comes from my mum. It took 
her years and years to admit that we lived in 
Los Angeles... I just never wanted to make too 
big of a mistake that jeopardized what I love 
doing,” she said. 

IANS

A
ctor Ranveer Singh has received a letter 
of appreciation from megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan. He calls it his “award”.

Ranveer shared a glimpse of the letter 
on Twitter and Instagram, but did not reveal the con-
tent written by Big B in it.

“Mujhe mera award mil gaya. Amitabh Bachchan. 
(I have got my award),” Ranveer wrote alongside the 
photograph of the letter. 

The letter comes in the wake of the appreciation 
Ranveer has been getting for his portrayal of Delhi 
Sultan Alauddin Khilji in “Padmaavat”, a magnum 
opus by Sanjay Leela Bhansali.

The film, which also stars Deepika Padukone, 
Shahid Kapoor, Aditi Rao Hydari and Jim Sarbh, since 
its release on January 25, had minted Rs 114 crore till 
January 28 -- despite some states deciding against 
its screening in view of protests by Shri Rajput Karni 
Sena.

It is based on 16th century poet Malik Muham-
mad Jayasi’s famed “Padmavat”.

For Ranveer, along with the acclaim that his por-
trayal has brought to him, the film has spelt success at 
the box office as it delivered his career-best opening 
on Day 1 -- Rs 19 crore.

His biggest single-day collection of Rs 32 crore 
was registered on Republic Day on January 26. And 
“Padmaavat” has also marked his fastest Rs 100-crore 
mark in four days.

IANS

Justin Timberlake to headline BRIT Awards

Dakota 
Fanning 
‘happily’ 
not single

A two day Drum Clinic and private session was conducted by Alan Connon, a 
professional drummer from Ireland at the Music Academy Kohima on Jan. 29 and 30.

Drumming with a Groove
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Olga Graf will not compete in the upcoming Pyeongchang Olympics.

Gangs of Muzaffarpur li ed the 2nd Bhojpuri Premier League cricket tournament organised by the 
Nagaland Bhojpuri Samaj Dimapur. The tournament began on Jan. 18 at Ram Janaki School ground 
Thakurbari, Dimapur where 12 teams par cipated.

India’s Shubman Gill bats as Pakistan’s keeper Rohail Nazir watches during the U19 semi-final match at the 
Hagley Oval in Christchurch on Tue. Jan. 30. 

Deniz Naki
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1720          SUD0KU 1560
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1719

ACROSS
1. Inner barks of the paper 

mulberry tree
6. Walked on
10. Quick intent look
14. Expert
15. German for “Mister”
16. Sacred or pure
17. Like the sounds of a baby bird
18. Scarce
19. Ceases
20. Subscribed
22. Outpourings
24. Electrical engineering group
25. Russian empress
26. Actress Maria Conchita 

______
29. Female sheep
30. Claim
31. Heats excessively
37. Group of 8
39. Fish eggs
40. A univalent organic radical 

(Chemistry)
41. Instructs incorrectly
44. City on the Caspian Sea
45. 1st wife of Jacob
46. Less tight
48. Role player
52. Vista
53. Opera tenor Enrico ______
54. Fill with moisture
58. Singles
59. Norse god
61. Rodents
62. Pink
63. City in Colorado
64. Thorny flowers

65. Loch ____ monster
66. Newts
67. Express sentiment 
DOWN
1. Adhesive strip
2. City in Yemen
3. Look intently
4. Designated
5. Fashions
6. Greater than two
7. Take in written material
8. Boston hockey great Bobby 

___
9. Chest of drawers
10. Cut or clip
11. “Shirley Valentine” actor 

Tom _____
12. Mayflower pilgrim John 

_____ 
13. Deciduous swamp trees
21. Lions
23. Provincial governor
25. Bird sound
26. “Smallest” particle
27. Gene positions
28. Not on friendly terms
29. Period of history
32. White crystalline compounds 

derived from urine
33. Adequate space
34. “Oh my!”
35. Small child

36. Slander or disparage
38. Thin slabs of clay or 

concrete 
42. Determine
43. Narrow straight opening
47. Work of art
48. Fruit of the oak tree
49. Boat
50. Lock or plait of hair
51. Clever tricks
52. Descends or doffs (archaic)
54. Short theatrical sketch
55. As well
56. ____er totter
57. Being
60. Buffoon

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1559

David Beckham poses for a photo at an event where it was announced that Major League Soccer is 
bringing an expansion team to Miami on Mon. Jan. 29 in Miami. The team is backed by Beckham and a 
group of investors.

AP/PTI

U-19 WC: India thrash 
Pakistan to reach final

Turkey bans German-Kurdish player for life over ‘ideological propaganda’

Russian speed skater Graf refuses 
to compete at Pyeongchang

Beckham awarded MLS Miami franchise

Liverpool don’t need 
Aubameyang, says coach Klopp

Christchurch (New Zea-
land), Jan. 30 (IANS): India 
set their date with Aus-
tralia for 2018 Under 19 
Cricket World Cup summit 
clash after thrashing arch-
rivals Pakistan by 203 runs 
in the second semi-final 
at the Hagley Oval here on 
Tuesday.

Young Shubman Gill 
set things up with an un-
beaten 94-ball 102 that 
helped India post 272/9 
after opting to bat, before 
pacer Ishan Porel’s 4/17 
dismantled Pakistan for 69 
runs -- their lowest total in 
U19 CWC history.

Pakistan had a few mo-
ments in the first innings, 
especially with Muham-
mad Musa (4/67) and Ar-
shad Iqbal (3/51) running 
through India’s middle 
order to give the batsmen 
a few jitters. 

However, Gill’s mes-
meric century, his sixth 
consecutive fifty-plus total 
in U19 ODIs, helped the 
three-time U19 World Cup 
champions reach Satur-
day’s final.

Opting to bat, skipper 
Prithvi Shaw (41 from 42 
balls; 4X3, 6X1) and Man-
jot Kalra (47 from 59; 4X7) 
gave India a flying 89-run 
start, before the former 
was run out attempting a 
quick single. 

Three overs later, Man-
jot’s dismissal by Musa 

reduced India to 94/2.
Gill came in and took 

charge after that, virtually 
ensuring Pakistan were 
better off just focusing on 
the other end. 

It yielded some suc-
cess, with Arshad Iqbal 
running through the mid-
dle order, dismissing Har-
vik Desai (20), Riyan Parag 
(2) and Abhishek Sharma 
(5).

Gill did most of the 
scoring though, putting on 
54 with Desai to revive the 

innings after the openers’ 
dismissal, and a crucial 
67 with Anukul Roy (33 
off 45), who himself plun-
dered the Pakistan bowlers 
in the final stretch.

Roy was caught be-
hind down the leg side off 
Musa, but Gill carried on 
to complete his century in 
dramatic circumstances. 

The one-down bats-
man was on 99 when he 
got on strike with one 
ball remaining. He got to 
three figures after he was 

dropped by Hassan in the 
deep. 

It turned out that it 
was a no-ball, although it 
yielded just one run from 
the free-hit that followed.

In response, the Indian 
pacemen proved hard to 
handle, zipping and shap-
ing the ball around. 

The Pakistan bats-
men’s temperament has 
been suspect all through 
the tournament, and on 
Tuesday, it was laid bare 
for all to see. 

Miami, Jan. 30 (IANS): David Beckham, 
the former Manchester United star and 
England captain, and his investor group 
said that they had been awarded a Major 
League Soccer (MSL) franchise for Miami.

“I’m excited to bring this great team 
to this great city - it has been a hell of a 
journey,” Beckham said during a press 
conference here on Monday, reports Efe. 

The 42-year-old Beckham and his 
business partners, however, did not pro-
vide much in the way of details about the 
team’s name, colours or possible roster.

“I promise you the team that we bring 
into this league will be one of the best 
teams,” Beckham said during the official 
announcement of the awarding of the 
franchise at the Adrienne Arsht Center’s 
Knight Concert Hall.

Although team officials will not be 

providing additional details on the fran-
chise for a few days, the new club already 
has a following.

A group of football fans, calling them-
selves the Southern Legion, cheered 
and waved signs and banners, thanking 
Beckham for bringing an MLS team here.

“This is your club, this is your city and 
the world is going to be watching what 
you do to make this one of the great teams 
in the world,” MLS commissioner Don 
Garber said.

Miami Beckham United, the invest-
ment group headed by Beckham, plans to 
build a $200 million 25,000-seat stadium 
in Miami’s Overtown neighbourhood.

Beckham, who retired in May 2013 af-
ter a brief stint with Paris Saint-Germain, 
played in the MLS for five seasons until 
November 2012.

Ankara, Jan. 30 (Reuters): 
A German-Kurdish player 
previously convicted of 
support for Kurdish sepa-
ratists in Turkey has been 
banned for life, the Turk-
ish Football Federation 
(TFF) said on Tuesday.

Deniz Naki, 28, was 
banned from all com-
petitive games for three 
years and six months 
and charged 273,000 liras 
($72,000) for “separatist 
and ideological propa-
ganda”, the TFF said.

Procedurally, any sus-
pension longer than three 
years in Turkey consti-
tutes a life ban, meaning 
Naki will not be able to 

Moscow, Jan. 30 (AFP): 
Russian speed skater Olga 
Graf announced Tuesday 
she is refusing to com-
pete in the upcoming Py-
eongchang Olympics, be-
cause a ban on her country 
meant there wouldn’t be 
enough athletes to form a 
team for the pursuit race.

Following a ban over 
alleged state-sponsored 
doping in the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics, the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) last week decided to 
allow only 169 of Russia’s 
athletes to take part in the 
Games under a neutral 
flag.

The move has exclud-
ed many high-profile ath-
letes from the 2018 Winter 
Olympics. As only four of 

Russia’s speed skaters have 
been allowed to compete 
-- including Graf -- Rus-
sia will be unable to form 
pursuit teams.

“I’m happy that the 
IOC commission con-
sidered me to be a clean 
athlete,” Graf wrote on 
Instagram. “But it’s deplor-
able that more than the 
half of the country’s team, 
including my pursuit race 
teammates, have not been 
approved to compete.

“That makes it impos-
sible for Russia’s athletes to 
participate in the event.”

Graf, who won two 
bronze medals in Sochi in 
the 3,000 metres and in the 
team event, said she was 
forced to decline the IOC 
invitation to Pyeongchang 

because she had hoped to 
win a medal in the pursuit.

Russia’s Skaters Union 
(RSU) chief Alexei Kravtsov 
said that the federation 
will support any decision 
by athletes over participa-
tion in the 2018 Olympics.

“Olga (Graf ) has ex-
pressed her position clear-
ly, we understand it,” he 
told R-Sport agency. “From 
the very beginning we’ve 
said that we will support 
any of our athletes’ deci-
sions. It’s her choice.”

Graf said that her deci-
sion did not mean she was 
retiring. “I want to con-
tinue training,” she told 
RIA Novosti news agency. 
“If there are alternative 
competitions, I will take 
part in them.”

With Shivam Mavi put-
ting pressure from one end 
with three consecutive 
maidens, Porel capital-
ised at the other end -- he 
had Zaid Alam (7), Imran 
Shah (2) and Ali Zaryab 
(1) dismissed in consecu-
tive overs as Pakistan were 
reduced to 20/3.

Ammad Alam (4) be-
came Porel’s fourth victim, 
holing out after slicing an 
attempted drive. 

The Indian spinners 
complemented their pace 
partners well with Shiva 
Singh and Parag claiming 
Mohammad Taha (4) and 
Rohail Nazir (18), respec-
tively in quick succession.

A similar fate await-
ed skipper Hassan Khan 
(1) and Shaheen Afridi 
(0), and it was telling that 
Pakistan’s only positive in 
the innings was a 20-run 
ninth-wicket partnership 
between Saad Khan (15) 
and Musa (11 not out), 
which wasn’t enough to 
avoid that unwanted re-
cord - their lowest total in 
U19 World Cup history.

Brief Scores: India 
272/9 (Shubman Gill 102 
not out, Manjot Kalra 47, 
Prithvi Shaw 41; Moham-
med Musa 4/67, Arshad 
Iqbal 3/51) against Paki-
stan 69 (Rohail Nazir 18, 
Saad Khan 15; Ishan Porel 
4/17, Riyan Parag 2/6, Shi-
va Singh 2/20).

Gangs on top

play soccer in the coun-
try again. Naki shared a 
video on social media on 
Sunday calling for par-
ticipation in a rally in the 
German city of Cologne 

to protest against Tur-
key’s military offensive 
into northern Syria’s Afrin 
region. Turkish authori-
ties have cracked down 
on public expressions of 

Liverpool, Jan. 30 (IANS): Liverpool chief coach Jurgen 
Klopp said the club does not need Arsenal-bound Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, opining they do not “urgently” 
need another striker.

Aubameyang, 28, has played under Klopp at Borussia 
Dortmund where he joined from St Etienne in July 2013.

“Auba is really a good guy,” Klopp was quoted as say-
ing by DAZN on Tuesday. “Of course, reading the news-
papers, you ask yourself if all these things must happen. 
But in fact things are mostly not that controversial as 
they are presented. In the end everybody will be happy.

“In the first half of the season he also scored often, 
although last summer he wanted to go to China allegedly. 
He is a great player but he does not play in a position for 
which we urgently need new players,” he added.

dissent about the ground 
offensive against the Syr-
ian Kurdish YPG militia

More than 300 people 
have been detained for 
social media posts criti-
cising the campaign and 
a prosecutor has issued 
detention warrants for 11 
top doctors.

On Saturday, German 
magazine Der Spiegel, 
citing Naki’s lawyer, said 
the player wanted to ter-
minate his contract with 
his Turkey-based team 
Amedspor due to security 
concerns and intended to 
stay in Germany.

Naki, who was given 
an 18-month suspended 

sentence in April for “ter-
rorist propaganda” in 
support of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK), said this month 
that he feared he had 
been attacked for his 
views after shots were 
fired at his car in Ger-
many.

About 40,000 people 
have been killed since 
the PKK took up arms 
against the Turkish state 
for  autonomy in the 
country’s largely Kurd-
ish southeast. The PKK 
is considered a terrorist 
organisation by Turkey, 
the United States and the 
European Union.



(Inset) Y.Sachio Ovung speaking during the opening ceremony of 4th Late Emi Merry (IAS) women's 
football and volleyball tournament as the chief guest at the Wokha local ground on Tue. Jan. 30.
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Champion Visevo Zashümo and other top three wrestlers with SASA officials at the Kohima local ground 
on Tue. Jan. 30.

EM Images

Wanderers pitch rated poor, 
but escapes immediate ban

Visevo Zashümo is Southern 
Angami wrestling champion

Emi Merry tournament kick starts Pujara to 
play County 
cricket before 
England tour

Man City sign Athletic Bilbao's 
defender Laporte for 65mn euros

Injured De Villiers ruled 
out of first 3 ODIs vs India

Dubai, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
The International Crick-
et Council (ICC) on Tues-
day rated the underfire 
Wanderers pitch in Jo-
hannesburg as "poor", 
days after India won the 
third Test against South 
Africa.

As such, according to 
the ICC pitch and out-
field monitoring process, 
the Wanderers pitch has 
received three demerit 
points after ICC match 
referee Andy Pycroft sub-
mitted his report.

The demerit points 
will remain active for a 
rolling five-year period 
and if during this five-
year period the Wander-
ers Stadium reaches the 
threshold of five demerit 
points, then it will be 
suspended from staging 
any international cricket 
for 12 months.

Pycroft, whose report 
has been forwarded to 
Cricket South Africa, 
said: "The pitch prepared 
for the final Test was a 
poor one. It had exces-
sively steep and unpre-
dictable bounce, and 

Johannesburg, Jan. 30 
(IANS): South Africa 
were dealt a major blow 
ahead of the six-match 
ODI series against In-
dia after star batsman 
AB de Villiers was on 
Tuesday ruled out of 
the first three One-Day 
Internationals India due 
to a finger injury. South 
Africa have not named a 
replacement for the for-
mer skipper, and hope 
to see him fully fit for the 
last three games.

"De Villiers sus-
tained the injury to his 
right index finger during 

the third Test against In-
dia and will require up to 
two weeks to make a full 
recovery," CSA said in a 
media release.

"The CSA medical 
team is hopeful De Vil-
liers will recover in time 
for the fourth 'Pink' ODI 
at the Bidvest Wanderers 
Stadium on Saturday, 
February 10. The selec-
tors have opted not to 
name a replacement," 
the release added.

The first match of 
the series takes place in 
Kingsmead on Thurs-
day.

London, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
In d i a  Te s t  b a t s m a n 
Cheteshwar Pujara will 
warm up for India's tour 
of England by playing 
county cricket for York-
shire.

"It goes without say-
ing that Cheteshwar is a 
highly-driven individual 
and very skilled bats-
man," Yorkshire's director 
of cricket Martyn Moxon 
was quoted as saying by 
espncricinfo website on 
Tuesday.

"We're delighted to 
have him on board. The 
plan is for him to relieve 
some of the pressure on 
the top order that we 
struggled with at times 
in 2017. Just as he did in 
2015, Pujara will relish the 
challenge of performing 
in English conditions."

Pujara previously had 
two spells at Nottingham-
shire and Derbyshire.

Pujara has amassed 
816 runs in County cricket 
with three fifties and as 
many hundreds.

excessive seam move-
ment."

" I t  d e t e r i o r a t e d 
quickly as the match pro-
gressed, which made bat-
ting extremely difficult 
and hazardous, resulting 
in the medical staff from 
both the sides having to 
come onto the field of 
play multiple times to 
treat their batsmen.

"As the on-field um-
pires are also responsible 
for the players' safety, 
they expressed concerns 

about the behaviour of 
the pitch, and debated 
after day three if it was 
appropriate to continue 
the match.

"In the end, the um-
pires made the decision 
to continue and the Test 
reached its natural con-
clusion on day four. How-
ever, there was still exces-
sive variable bounce and 
seam movement when 
the Test match ended," 
Pycroft's report read ac-
cording to an ICC state-

ment.
India came back from 

behind to win the Test 
by 63 runs that saw 40 
wickets fall for 805 runs 
in almost 296 overs. 

As per the ICC regula-
tions, a "poor" pitch is 
one that does not allow 
an even contest between 
bat and ball, either by fa-
vouring the batsmen too 
much, and not giving the 
bowlers (seam and spin) 
from either team suffi-
cient opportunity to take 

London, Jan. 30 (IANS): 
En g l i s h  f o o t b a l l  g i -
ants Manchester City 
strengthened their de-
fence after complet-
ing the 65 million euro 
($80.9m) signing of Ath-
letic Club Bilbao's French 
defender Aymeric La-
porte on Tuesday.

The 23-year-old is set 
to join Pep Guardiola-
coached side on contract 
until 2023 after the Man-
chester giants bought out 
his release clause form 
the Basque club, reports 
Efe.

"I am very happy to 
be here. City are a club 
with a lot of ambition and 
they are one of the best 
teams in Europe," said 
the French defender in a 
statement relayed by the 
English club. 

"I am looking forward 
to working under Pep 
Guardiola and trying to 
help the club achieve suc-
cess," he added. 

Laporte scored 10 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
The 4th Late Emi Merry 
(IAS) memorial women’s 
football and  volleyball 
championship organised 
by the Wokha District 
Women Sports Associa-
tion ( WDWSA) kicked 
started on Tue. Jan. 30 at 
the Wokha local ground 
with Y. Sachio Ovung, 
director, department of 
economics & statistics, 
government of Nagaland 
as the chief guest.

The chief guest while 
speaking at the function 
encouraged the players 

to excel through sports, 
where he said that the 
players wearing the uni-
form itself indicates that 
they are disciplined.

The enthusiast specta-
tors cannot simply enter 
the ground to play, be-
cause certain rules restrict 
them of which the players 
are not. He further advised 
the player to maintain the 
sports spirit. Nagas are not 
lagging behind in sports 
arena when considered to 
Dr. T. Ao, who was the first 
Indian Olympic football 
captain.

Thanking the WDWSA 

officials for organising the 
women tournament in 
the district with a vision 
of encouraging women 
through sports, he de-
clared the tournament 
open. Eight football and 
12 volleyball teams are vy-
ing for the championship 
which is based on league 
matches.

Late Emi Merry (IAS) 
popularly known as Nee 
Shitiri was the second 
daughter of late Yank-
horao Lotha and Lokyun-
gu Tsopoe of Pangti village, 
Wokha district born on 
Mar. 22, 1955. She com-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 30 (EMN): 
V i s e v o  Z a s h ü m o  o f 
Phesama village defeated 
Kekhrie Yhoshü of Kigwe-
ma village in the final to 
emerge as the champion 
of the 56th Southern An-
gami Sports Association 
(SASA) wrestling meet 
held at the Kohima local 
ground on Tue. Jan. 30.

He  re g i s t e re d  h i s 
name in the history of 
SASA wrestling as a three 
time champion as he de-
feated 22 year old Kekhrie 
Yhoshü in the third bout 
to clinch the title. Stand-
ing at 5.9 feet and weigh-
ing 85 kg, the 34 year-
old Visevo Zashümo, son 
of Suolahie Zashümo, 

is now the three times 
champion for the SASA 
wrestling meet  (2014, 
2016, 2018).

T h e  c h a m p i o n  i n 
Naga style, Visevo walked 
away with cash prize of 
INR 80,000 while the run-
ners-up Kekhrie Yhoshii 
received a cash prize of 
INR 60,000.

In third place, Kevime 
Vitsu was adjudged as the 
winner after his oppo-
nent Vitsoto Vitsu failed 
to turn up due to inju-
ries. The third and fourth 
positions received INR 
40,000 and INR 20,000.

While the chief guest 
Vilelie Khamo  Class I 
contractor who graced 
the inaugural function 

donated INR 50,000 for 
the champion as an addi-
tional amount to the nor-
mal prize money of SASA 
and INR 25,000 each for 
second, third and fourth 
position winners respec-
tively.

All  the quarter fi-
nalists namely Kedis-
eto Kiso, Bode-o Zhasa, 
Sahovi John Phinyo, Vi-
phrezo Mejura pocketed 
INR 5000 each.

The free style wres-
tling will take place on 
Wed. Jan. 31 in different 
weight category from 10 
am onwards. Kevithuto 
Sophie, NPS, AIG (Provi-
sioning), PHQ will grace 
the valedictory function 
as the guest of honour.

wickets, or by favouring 
the bowlers too much 
(seam or spin), and not 
giving the batsmen from 
either team the opportu-
nity to make runs.

Incidentally, this is 
the second consecutive 
series between India and 
South Africa in which a 
pitch has been rated as 
'poor' by the ICC.

In 2015, the pitch for 
the third Test at the VCA 
Stadium in Nagpur was 
deemed 'poor' after the 
match finished inside 
three days on a raging 
turner. In this season 
there have been two ven-
ues which have received 
sanctions by the ICC.

The venue of  the 
fourth Ashes Test, the 
M e l b o u r n e  C r i c k e t 
Ground (MCG), was also 
rated "poor" for being 
too flat. 

The pitch for the sec-
ond Test between In-
dia and South Africa at 
Centurion too provided 
for inconsistent bounce, 
but escaped sanction as 
it was rated as "average" 
by the ICC.

pleted her schooling from 
St. Mary’s Convent Shil-
long, with a first division 
graduated from St. Mary’s 
College, Shillong, with 
honours in English, and 
went on to complete her 
MA in English from NEHU 
Shillong. She subsequent-
ly qualified for the IPS and 
the allied services. During 
her tenure as Secretary 
(co-operation), she and 
her husband met their 
untimely death in the In-
dian Airlines air crash at 
Imphal on Aug. 16, while 
returning to Dimapur.
Tuesday’s match results

Football - Suren won 
by eight goals beating 

Midland while Koio won 
the second match over 

N.Longidang by two 
goals.

Volleyball – Forest Rising 
Star won the first match, 

beating Tsumang and 
Saron Home Maker ‘A 
‘defeated Saron Home 

Maker ‘B’.
Wednesday’s matches
Football first match – 

Bhandari vs Pangti 
Second match - Sanis vs 

Tsumang 
Volleyball – Rachan Eloe 

Ekhung vs Pangti VSA 
and Morashen Riphyim 

vs Tsumang ‘A’.

goals in his 222 appear-
ances for Athletic Bilbao. 

Guardiola said La-
porte, who is set to wear 
the number 14 shirt, 
could start playing with 
the Sky Blues straight 
away. "He's played since 
a young age in La Liga, so 
at a high level. He's strong 
in the air and fast. He's 
got good quality and we 

are delighted," Guardiola 
said of the club's latest 
purchase. 

The Catalan coach 
also announced that the 
club's German winger 
Leroy Sané would be side-
lined for up to six weeks 
with an ankle ligament 
injury sustained during 
the FA Cup tie against 
Cardiff City.


