
Representatives of armed Naga 'political' groups and members of Naga civil organisations share a group photograph after their meeting at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur on Jan. 28.

Governor of Nagaland PB Acharya unveiling a commemorative stamp featuring Dr. T Ao at the Raj 
Bhavan on Jan. 28. 
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Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
The different armed Naga 
'political' groups currently 
engaged in negotiation 
with representatives of the 
government of India have 
warned “vested interest and 
unscrupulous persons” not 
to sabotage the Indo-Naga 
talks by way of filing nomi-
nations and participating  
in the coming Nagaland 
assembly elections.  

A statement signed by 
Hukavi Yepthomi, ‘kilo kil-
onser’ of the NSCN (IM); 
and Alezo Venuh, a mem-
ber of the working commit-
tee of NNPGs – was issued 
on Sun. following a meeting 
among the groups and vari-
ous Naga organisations at 
Hotel Saramati in Dimapur. 

The meeting was an 
initiative of the Core Com-
mittee of Nagaland Tribal 
Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions (CCNTHCO). 

“...we appreciate all 
the political parties, both 
national and regional, for 
responding positively to 
‘solution, not election.’ 

Tearful Federer wins Australian 
Open for 20th Slam title  |  P12

Do not contest elections – Naga groups

An old friendship 
remembered

BJP yet to 
confirm alliance 
with any party 

Territorial integrity 
of Assam won't be 
compromised – Rajnath

Mmhonlumo Kikon bereaved

Kivi Zhimomi becomes first 
Naga player to score in I-League

Finally, Nagaland celebrates the legacy of Dr. T Ao
A health worker administers polio drops to a child during a vaccination drive in Dimapur on Jan. 28. 

Polio Sunday 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 05°

Agartala 26° 10°

Gangtok 16° 02°

Guwahati 24° 08°

Imphal 22° 02°

Itanagar 19° 08°

Shillong 16° 01°

Delhi 22° 07°

Kolkata 27° 13°

Chennai 31° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 04°
DIMAPUR 25° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 75%
DIMAPUR Nil 83%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

If the only prayer you 
ever say in your entire 

life is thank you, it will be 
enough. 

~ Meister Eckhart

Mirror Takes

Heard the candidate is giving 
away a lot of money so we've 

also increased the price...or else 
there's no supply shortage. 

~ Arien

The negotiators are in-
deed overwhelmed by the 
unstinted support of our 
people, particularly at this 
juncture when the Nagas 
are once again put to test. 
We also express our ap-
preciation to all the tribal 
hohos and civil society or-
ganisations for their im-
measurable services ren-
dered towards building 

oneness. 
“When Naga people 

as a whole have made the 
collective decision to forgo 
election, we caution vested 
interest and unscrupulous 
persons not to sabotage 
the historical processes 
of negotiations by filing 
nominations and indulging 
in election process,” their 
statement read. 

The CCNTHCO also is-
sued a separate statement 
appreciating the NSCN 
(IM) and the working com-
mittee of NNPGs for ‘com-
ing together and issuing the 
joint statement’. 

“Since all the political 
parties, both national and 
regional, have made known 
their firm commitment not 
to participate in the forth-

coming NLA election, as 
per the consultative meet-
ings held on 25th and 27th 
January, 2018, the CCNTH-
CO once again reminds 
all the political parties to 
attend the joint meeting 
to be held at Hotel Japfu, 
Kohima, 11 am on the 29th 
January, 2018.

“Apart from the politi-
cal parties, the negotiating 

groups, namely, the NSCN 
(IM) and the NNPGs would 
be participating in the joint 
meeting. The president and 
GS of all the political par-
ties, 7 members each from 
NSCN (IM) and NNPGs, 
and president and GS of all 
the apex tribal hohos and 
civil society organisations 
are to attend the joint meet-
ing,” it informed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of the  
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has refuted news re-
ports of the saffron party 
having come to a ‘seat shar-
ing’ agreement with other 
political parties for the Na-
galand assembly elections 
scheduled for Feb. 27. 

“The BJP parliamentary 
board has not finalised the 
seat sharing agreement 
with any party as yet and 
therefore the decision for 
pre-poll alliance has not 
been taken as yet. We are 
in the process of arriving 

at an agreement and the 
decision will be declared at 
the appropriate time. 

“All speculations about 
possible permutations and 
combinations remains just 
that: speculations. Till the 
alliance is officially an-
nounced by the BJP no 
news about an alliance 
sans seat sharing have any 
real bearing or basis,” in-
formed a statement from 
BJP legislator Mmhonlumo 
Kikon, who is also the co-
convenor of the party’s 
election management 
committee.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (PTI): 
Territorial integrity of 
Assam and other north-
eastern states will not be 
compromised when the 
final Naga peace accord is 
inked, Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh assured Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today.

Sonowal apprised Singh 
about the situation in the 
state's Dima Hasao district 
where protests against the 
demand for a "Greater Na-
galim" claimed two lives.

"The home minister 
assured that not a single 
inch of Assam's land will 
be parted with any state. 
He (Singh) said that the ter-
ritorial integrity of Assam 
and other states will be fully 
protected, and there should 
be no apprehension in any-
one's mind," Sonowal told 
PTI.

The situation in Dima 
Hasao district continued 
to be tense for a week fol-
lowing protests over an 
RSS leader's reported state-
ment that the district would 
be included in "Greater 
Nagalim" or Greater Naga-
land as part of the Centre's 
proposed solution for the 
ongoing peace talks with 
the NSCN- IM.

Two people were killed 
and about a dozen oth-
ers injured when police 
opened fire to disperse a 
mob at Maibang in the dis-
trict on Thursday.

During a visit to Naga-
land on December 8, 2017, 
the home minister had said 
that there should be no ap-
prehension or worry as the 
territorial integrity of no 
northeastern state would 
be affected by the final 
Naga accord.

He was replying to a 
question about the pos-
sibility of hampering the 
territorial integrity of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Manipur by the impending 
peace agreement between 
the central government 
and Naga insurgency group 
NSCN-IM.

The insurgent group 
NSCN-IM's key demand 
is to integrate the Naga-
inhabited areas of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Manipur, which has been 
strongly opposed by the 
three states, currently ruled 
by the BJP. The expectations 
for a lasting peace have 
soared in Nagaland, which 
had been hit by insurgen-
cy for decades, after the 
Centre and the NSCN(IM) 
signed a framework agree-
ment in 2015.

The NSCN-IM has been 
engaged with peace talks 
with the interlocutor of the 
central government since 
1997 when it announced 
a ceasefire agreement af-
ter a bloody insurgency 
movement which started 
in Nagaland soon after the 
country's Independence.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 28 (EMN): Penmi Phazang 
Kikon, wife of legislator Mmhonlumo 
Kikon, has passed away on Jan. 28 af-
ternoon. She was said to have suffered a 
heart failure, and breathed her last while 

being taken to a private hospital in Di-
mapur. She was 35. 

Family sources said that the funeral 
programme will be held at their private 
home in Padum Pukhuri in Dimapur on 
Jan. 29.               (Condolence messages on page-2)   

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 28 (EMN): It 
took the 100th birthday of 
Dr. Subongwati Talimeren 
Ningdangri, popularly  Dr. 
T Ao, for his home state of 
Nagaland to finally honour 
the legacy of its first Olym-
pian. He was the captain of 
the Indian football team at  
the 1948 London Olympics. 

A solemn and poignant 
programme in remem-
brance of the legendary 
Naga footballer, on the oc-
casion of his 100th birth 
anniversary, was held at the 
Raj Bhavan in Kohima with 
governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya as its chief guest.

Born on Jan. 28 1918 at 
Changki village in the then 
Naga Hills of the undivided 
state of Assam, T Ao was the 
fourth of eleven children.  

Since his early child-
hood, Ao is said to have 
displayed a strong inclina-
tion for sports and athletic 
activities. In 1937, he was 
awarded the ‘best sport-
sperson trophy’ at the 
inter-high school tourna-
ment in Jorhat and was 
the individual champion 
(athlete) of Cotton College 
for two consecutive years. 
He won the individual 
championship in athletics 
at Calcutta University in 
1946 and 1947  also.

Ao played for Cotton 
College and the reputed 
Maharana Club of Guwa-

hati till 1942 and in 1943, he 
joined the renowned Mo-
hun Bagan Club of Calcutta 
and played for the club for 
nine years (1943-51) and 
captained it for two years.

Ao was then chosen to 
play in the India XI against   
European teams and also  
lead the Indian football 
team to play exhibition 
matches in Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, 
Bangkok, and Dacca. With 
him in the team, Bengal 
won the Provincial Santosh 
Trophy in 1945 at Bombay.

Ao captained the first 
free-India football team to 
the 1948 London Olympics 
and was the flag-bearer for 
the Indian contingent at 
the opening ceremony on 
Jul. 29 1948.

Acharya recalled the 
immense contributions 
made by Dr. Ao, both in the 
field of sports and academ-
ics. He said that the young 
generation must emulate 
his ideals and set goals for 
their future. 

The governor informed 
that in recognition of the 
immense contribution 
made by Dr. TAo, the Raj 
Bhavan had instituted 
awards in his name in the 
field of sports, academics 
and extra-curricular activi-
ties in several schools and 
colleges in Nagaland as well 
as in prestigious universi-
ties in other parts of India 

such as the JNU, NITTE, 
Manipal and Mumbai.

Acharya pointed to the 
need for the state of Naga-
land to have a national-lev-
el stadium to host national 
events and to develop more 
infrastructure for sports 
in the state which he said  
would  not only attract 
more talented youths  to 
sports but can host nation-
al-level events as well.

Indianoba Tally, the 
youngest son of Dr. T Ao 
expressed delight and grati-
tude on behalf of his family 
for honouring his father, 
and wished that his father    
were alive today to person-
ally receive the honour.

“Perhaps in his lifetime 

his achievements were not 
recognised fully because 
they were so awesome,” 
said Tally. He  added that it 
could be because his father 
was not self-promoting and 
humbly attributed all his 
success to God. 

At the same time, he 
expressed hope that re-
membering and honouring 
his father’s achievements 
may possibly inspire young 
Nagas. Paying rich tribute 
to Dr. T Ao, T Meren Paul, 
the secretary general of  
the Nagaland Olympic As-
sociation said, ‘Dr. Ao is not 
only a household name but 
he is a legend and will be 
remembered by posterity’. 

The official pointed 

out that Dr. Ao was more 
popular in Bengal than in 
Nagaland as they never 
forgot his contribution in 
popularising football in 
Bengal.

The governor also un-
veiled a portrait of Dr. T 
Ao painted by Naga artist  
Vineizotuo Z Tase. Com-
memoration of the 100th 
birth anniversary is the 
marking of a yearlong cele-
bration which will include   
a series of activities, events 
and initiatives to ensure 
that not only is the legend 
of Dr T Ao remembered, 
but also that the sports he 
loved would be revisited 
with renewed focus, fer-
vour, and vision.

Recollecting his friendship with Dr. T Ao, 91-year 
old Lanu Toy – nine years junior to Ao – de-
scribed their friendship as ‘warm, close, most 

enjoyable and life-long’.     
Their friendship, he remembered, began in 1946 

when Ao’s popularity was at its peak and was recog-
nised even in the ‘remotest streets’ of Calcutta. 

Toy mentioned three qualities of Dr. Ao that made 
him one of the most outstanding sports personalities 
in India: ‘impeccable talents, capability and excellence 
in all sporting discipline’. Ao’s performances in other 
sports were ‘equally of the highest standard’, accord-
ing to Toy.

Toy recalled that his friend participated competi-
tively in games such as volleyball, badminton, basket-
ball, hockey, long-jump, javelin throw etc., and could 
win first prize in most of the disciplines.

Remembering his friend as ‘most unassuming, dis-
ciplined, transparent and honest, principled, respon-
sible and consistent’ in all his dealings in life, Toy said 
that these qualities greatly contributed to enhancing 
the popularity of Ao.

Considering himself as ‘most fortunate’ to be as-
sociated with Ao, he said that their common interest 
in sport activities brought them closer. 

Toy regretted that Ao’s achievements and contri-
butions towards the enhancement of the Naga image 
were not given sufficient recognition by Nagaland dur-
ing his friend’s lifetime. Nonetheless, he was grateful 
that the achievements and contributions of his dear 
friend were now being gradually recognised, besides  
‘greatly deserved’ tributes were now being paid.

Toy was optimistic that Ao’s life of success would  
continue to be a source of encouragement for many to 
aim high and excel in life. “May his great exemplary life 
continue to inspire our youth in particular and may 
Nagaland produce many more T Aos in the future,” 
Toy said. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 28 (EMN): The 22-year-
old Kivi Zhimomi, a striker for Goku-
lam Kerala Football Club (GKFC), 
has become the first footballer from 
Nagaland to score in the I-League, one 
of India’s top two professional football 
leagues. 

The player  scored the goal on 
Sun. against Shillong Lajong FC in a 
match played  at the EMS Corporation 
Stadium in Kozhikode in Kerala.  In 
the match, host team Gokulam Kerala 
FC came from behind to beat Shil-
long Lajong FC 3-2 and moved to the 
eighth spot in the I-League football 
championship.

“Gokulam’s tireless striker Kivi Zhi-
momi made it 2-2 as he gave the finish-
ing touch to a remarkable move down 
the centre that featured T V Moham-
med Irshad, Al-Ajmi, Ugandan Mudde 
Musa and K Salman; eight passes were 
made before that goal was scored,” 
reported the Sportstarlive.

Talking to Eastern Mirror, Zhimomi 
said: “First of all, I would like to thank  
God, and I am blessed to score first 
goal in Hero Indian League and will be 
looking forward to score more goals by  
God's grace."

A product of State Sports Academy 
in Dimapur, Kivi dedicated the goal to 
his family and "special one” academy 
coach Mughato Sumi saying that ‘he 
always believed in me.’ Zhimomi was 
born and brought up in Dimapur 
and is the youngest of six children. 
He started his football career in the 
year 2010 from State Sports Academy 
in  Dimapur. He can play as striker or 
winger. He has played for Viva Chennai 
FC, Rangdajied United FC, Shillong. He 
has also formerly played for Moham-
medan Sporting Club, Kolkata – one of 
the oldest football clubs in Asia.

Kivi Zhimomi is the 4th person 
from Nagaland to play at India’s top tier 
league after Kwethelhi Thopi, James 
Kithan, and Roko Angami. 

EM
 Im

ag
es

/C
ai

sii
 M

ao



1st round of polio drive launched

CM, MP condole with demise of Kikon’s wife Longleng: Order against 
defacing public property 

Social Welfare dept. clarifies 
on payment of honorarium

Angami Catholics in Kohima observe youth day 
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Utkarsh Society to conduct 
seminar on Consumer Rights 
A group called the Utkarsh Society will be conducting 
seminar on Consumer Rights at Toluvi village’s council 
hall on Jan. 29 at 10:30 a.m. Resource persons for the 
event are advocates Nishela Chishi and Visheli Yeptho. 
Asst. Prof. of Govt. College of Zunheboto G Phukato 
Sema will be the chief guest for the programme.

LOU-DHEP convenes meeting
The media cell of the landowners’ union of Doyang 
Hydro Electric Project (LOU) has informed all executive 
members of the 17 land affected villages and office 
bearers of the LOU-DHEP that there will be a meeting 
on Jan. 30 at 10 a.m. in the IB sitting room. All members 
in concern have been requested to attend the meeting.

ENPO convenes joint meeting 
The Eastern Naga People’s Organisation (ENPO) has 
convened an emergency joint meeting on Jan. 31 at 10 
a.m. in the IMC hall in Dimapur. The meeting has been 
convened with all the 20 elected members, intending 
candidates to the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly election; six tribal bodies, frontal organiza-
tions, among others. The ENPO has requested all the 
mentioned individuals and organisations to attend the 
meeting.

Fr. Richard Fernandes, ACYA members, and others at the St. Francis de Sales in Kohima on Sunday.

Dr. Vikeyie Losu administering polio drops to a child at the Naga 
Hospital in Kohima on Sun.

Dr. K Vikato Kinimi administering polio drops at the District Hospital 
of Dimapur.

Dr. Enrithung administering polio drops during a health event in the 
CMO’s office premises in Wokha.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN):  In Kohima, the 
polio immunization campaign Intensive 
Pulse Polio Immunization ((Ippi)) has been 
launched by the director of Health & Family 
Welfare Dr. Vikeyie Losu who administered 
the first two polio drops to a child at Naga 
Hospital in Kohima on Sun. Updates from 
the medical authorities informed on Sun.

In a brief address, State Immunization 
Officer (UIP) Dr. Visasieü Kire said India 
is free from polio since 2011 and that the 
disease has been eradicated. However, she 
cautioned that India remains at high risk 
till the whole world is free of wild polio 
virus. 

Kire informed department of Health 
and Family Welfare is all geared up to ad-
minister polio drops to over 2.3 lakh eligi-
ble children from 0-five years throughout 
the state. 

The director also informed that 2274 
polio booths across the state would be 
manned by 9096 health personnel and 455 
supervisors along with vaccines and other 
logistics. 

Special focus will be given to migrant 
population with an aim to prevent impor-
tation of polio cases, he said.

The officials from Health and Family 
Welfare, NHAK, and other officers also ad-

ministered polio drops to children.
The officials informed that health 

workers throughout the state would con-
duct house to house visit on Jan. 9 and the 
30th.

Kohima district has coverage of 36000 
populations with 236 polio booths and four 
mobile transit teams. 

The department sought cooperation of 
all sections of people, agencies, organiza-
tions, churches and community leaders to 
ensure that all eligible children receive the 
‘two drops of life.’ 

Nagaland, along with other states in 
India on Sunday has launched 1st round 
of Intensive Pulse Polio Immunization for 
the year 2018 by administering the first two 
drops of polio to children from 0-5 years 
across the state.

Dimapur:  In Dimapur, the Ippi was 
launched by Chief Medical Officer Dr. K 
Vikato Kinim by administering the first 
two drops of polio at the District Hospital 
Dimapur. A press release from the hospital 
authority informed on Sunday.

During the launching function, DPO 
(UIP/RCH) Dr. Rebecca said that India 
has been declared a ‘Polio-free country’ 
because of the efforts of not only health 

workers but also NGOs and volunteers. 
However, she said ‘(Ippi) is still being 

carried across the nation as neighbouring 
countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
etc. are still getting fresh polio cases and 
thus chances of importing fresh polio virus 
from these countries are still high.’ 

The DPO appealed the gathering not to 
be complacent but continue immunising 
their children so as to keep them protected. 
She also urged health workers to continue 
with the efforts and make sure that no child 
between 0-5 years is left unimmunized.

CMO in his speech reminded the im-
portance of polio vaccination. Stating that 
a noble work is not always remembered or 
recognised by others, Kinimi encouraged 
health workers, NGOs, and volunteers 
‘to continue working hard as their efforts 
today will protect the children in future.’

Chaplain District Hospital Dimapur 
Rev. Yhanlo Thong invoked God’s blessings 
for the programme.

Wokha: CMO Wokha Dr. Enrithung 
launched the (IPPI) for Wokha district 
by administered the first polio drops in 
the presence Dy.CMO Dr. Tumchobeni; 
DPO(RCH/UIP)Dr. Zathung; DVBO Dr. 
Zuben;  MO (MMU) Dr. Liphamo and 

medical staffs at the CMO office premises. 
Updates from CMO office informed on 
Sun.

Targeting a total population of 17590 
(0-5) children in the district, a total of 
160 polio booths, five transit teams, one 
mobile team were set up, along with  30 
supervisors who were detailed for intensive 
monitoring and supervision, it informed.

State external supervisor for Wokha 
district and dy. director (Planning) Health 
and Family welfare, Dr. Kika Longkumer 
visited polio booths in Chukitong block 
and urban booths. 

It also notified that house to house visit 
will be conducted of Jan. 29 and the 30th at 
urban and rural areas.

Tuensang: In Tuensang, Deputy Com-
missioner Jamithung Lotha administered 
the first two drops of polio at the Tower 
Clock junction.

The department has mobilised 1250 
vaccinators, 50 supervisors in all eight 
blocks of the district and 247 polio booths 
to cover over 27553 estimated children 
below 5 years, the press release informed.

Also in Phek, District Program Officer 
RCH/UIP Dr. Kolhitso Khalo administered 
the first polio drops.

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
has expressed shock and 
sadness and mourned the 
demise of Penmi Phazang, 
wife Mmhonlumo Kikon 
who passed away on Sun-
day at around 6 p.m. from 
Zion Hospital in Dimapur 
after a brief illness.

“The righteous perish, 
and no one takes it to heart; 
the devout are taken away, 
and no one understands 
that the righteous are taken 
away to be spared from evil. 
Those who walk uprightly 
enter into peace; they find 
rest as they lie in death. 
(Isaiah 57:1-2)” the mes-
sage read.  

In a condolence mes-
sage address to Kikon and 
family, Zeliang extended his 
condolences and offered 
prayer that the Almighty 
God grant peace and sol-
ace to the bereaved family 
members and eternal peace 
to the departed soul.

Rio: Member of the Lok 
Sabha Neiphiu Rio has ex-

pressed shock at the de-
mise of Penmi Phazang 
Kikon, wife of legislator 
Mhonlumo Kikon on Sun. 
at Dimapur. 

“In the past few years, I 
have had interactions with 
late Smti Penmi at official 
and family occasions. She 
was a supportive wife to 
her husband and a loving 
mother to their adorable 
children. I found her to be a 
priceless asset to Mr. Mhon-
lumo Kikon, a young, rising 
and dynamic leader in Naga 
society,” Rio said.

Rio said she carried 
much of her spouse’s bur-
den and shared their com-
mon public responsibilities 
in humane and under-
standing manner. 

The responsibilities of 
a politician’s wife especially 
a young leader’s spouse is 
enormous and extremely 
difficult to handle in our 
Naga society, he said. 

“Penmi handled her 
tasks and all dynamics of 
assignments in an impec-
cable, caring and graceful 

manner,” the message read.
She will  be greatly 

missed by all her loved ones, 
well wishers and the people 
especially those belonging 
to their constituency and 
district, Rio said. 

Rio along with family 
conveyed deepest condo-
lences to Mhonlumo Kikon 
and all other members of 
the bereaved family and 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in eternal peace.

“We fail to find the 
words to express our sor-
row and disbelief yet we 
pray that Almighty God will 
give the bereaved family 
strength and courage dur-
ing this time of grief,” the 
message added. 

NNP: The president 
and colleagues of National 
People’s Party (NPP) are 
shocked to learn about the 
demise of Penmi Phazang 
Kikon, wife of legislator 
Mmhonlumo Kikon, who 
passed away on Sun. in 
Dimapur.  The party ex-
pressed heartfelt sympathy 

and conveyed condolenc-
es to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prayed 
to Almighty God to grant 
them solace and strength to 
bear the loss. It also offered 
prayer for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.

BJP: The Nagaland state 
BJP’s President Visaso-
lie Lhoungu, party officials 
and supporters have ex-
pressed shock, sorrow and 
grief over the  demise of 
Penmi Kikon, wife of BJP 
MLA and former minister 
Mmhonlumo Kikon on 
Sunday evening.

“Late Mrs. Penmi had 
been a source of support 
and strength for the party’s 
leader whose demise shall 
also be an irreparable loss 
for the party,” the NPP said.

The party condoled 
with the loss and stand in 
solidarity with the bereaved 
family during this time of 
grief. It prayed for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace 
and strength for the be-
reaved family.

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
The Angami Catholic 
Youth Association (ACYA) 
of Kohima town region 
observed its 37th youth 
day at the St. Francis de 
Sales parish in Kohima, 
under its motto “For the 
greater of God and men,” 
on Sunday. Updates from 
the association informed 
about the event on Sun.

Ad v i s o r  AC YA  S F S 
Ruokuolhoubei Timothy 
unfurled the ACYA flag and 
exhorted the gathering. 

Ti m o t h y  t o l d  t h e 
youths that as a Catho-
lic their hash tag should 
be evangelism. In order 
to evangelise others, ‘we 
should envagelise our 
lives,’ he said. 

Congratulating and en-

couraging the new office 
bearers that they are chal-
lenging years ahead, he 
also expressed his happi-
ness to the previous ACYA 
office bearers for conduct-
ing various programmes 
both inside and outside the 
parish and reaching out to 
youths through all means.

The advisor also ad-
vised the youths to be a 
bridge between the youth 
and the church.

“Fish out the youths 
who are weak in spirit, 
consult them and encour-
age them to attend service 
in the church,” he said and 
reminded them to pray for 
support. 

Timothy also asked 
leaders to give space for 
youths to serve spiritually 

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
The department of Social 
Welfare has issued a clari-
fication with regard to the 
complaints received from 
Anganwadi workers, help-
ers and general public for 
non-payment of hono-
rarium in time. 

A press release from the 
Director T Merangtsungba 
Aier clarified that ‘since Jan. 
1 2017, DBT mode for pay-
ment of honorarium has 
been initiated wherein the 
Anganwadi workers and 
helpers are suppose to sub-
mit their Aadhaar linked 
bank account number and 
IFSC code failing which the 
department is unable to 
transfer the amount into 
their account.’
Lapses detected are:
1. ICDS functionaries not 
submitting their Aadhaar 
linked, Bank details in time. 

2. In some cases mobile 
number have been submit-
ted in lieu of Bank details. 
3. Multiple Anganwadi 
Workers and Anganwadi 
Helpers sharing one ac-
count. 
4. Wrong account number. 
5. Account numbers of 
Banks not operating in Na-
galand. 
6. Dormant Bank Accounts. 
7. Contradictory personal 
details, Aadhaar details and 
bank details. 

“While the Department 
is trying its best to regular-
ize all the Anomalies, the 
Anganwadi Workers and 
Anganwadi Helpers are 
kindly requested to im-
mediately submit a photo 
copy of the bank Pass Book 
for smooth execution of 
the DBT mode at the ear-
liest ,” the press release 
stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
In connection with the 
Prevention of Deface-
ment of Property during 
the state assembly elec-
tion, the district election 
officer of Longleng has 
issued an order against 
damaging property dur-
ing the polls. 

The authorities have 
notified all members in 
concern that no politi-
cal party and any other 
organisation; candidate, 
party workers, or their 
supporters have any 
right to deface or dam-
age any private or public 
property by pasting of 
posters, writing of slo-
gans, painting of their 
symbols etc.

It also informed that 
no political party or can-
didate shall permit its 
agents to make use of 
private individuals, land, 
building, compound wall 
etc. without the owners’ 
permission for erecting 
flag staff, suspending 
banners, pasting notices, 
writing slogans etc. 

Violation of such 
undesirable activities 
without the written per-
mission of the owner of 
the building, the concern 
party / candidate / per-
sons shall be prosecuted 
and processed against 
the law, the notification 
stated. This order will 
come into force with im-
mediate effect.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 15.4 7.8 4.3. 67 NIL

ZBT 10.8 5.7 9.2 97 NIL

MON 22 10.2 8.9 86 NIL

TUENSANG 15.2 10.2 4.8 57 NIL

MKG 14 8.2 5.4 53 NIL

PHEK 15.8 3.6 3.8 66 NIL

KIPHIRE 20.23 4.8 7.2 83 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 16 6 5.2 52 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 23 10.4 9.5 46 NIL

JALUKIE 29 13 10.8 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA - - - - NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

A group, pictured calling itself the ‘Team Dimapur 24/7, Dimapur Humanity Foundation’ took a charity drive to meet expenses related to the 
education of children who had lost their fathers.

One for the Children

and practically and correct 
them of their mistakes.

Being a Catholic means 
being in a relationship with 

Jesus and fellow beings, 
he said.

Parish priest Rev. Fr. 
Richard Fenandes invoked 

God’s blessings while Vin-
gurie Judith presented the 
annual report. 

Outgoing ACYA presi-

dent Andrew Tepa handed 
over the charge to James 
Solo on behalf of new 
ACYA office bearers.
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(Left to right) Khose Sale speaking at the Sasu’s literary event on Jan. 27 at Khuzama in Kohima. A folkdance being performed by student delegates at the event.  EM Images

Pari Sanyü Meyasetsu introducing guests from abroad during the inauguration of the Healing Garden at Medziphema in Dimapur on Jan. 27.

Community platform  
requests ECI to defer polls  

Angami students ponder on identity on cultural day

Clean Election: Phom Baptist 
association organises citizens’ rally

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
A civic group pursuing de-
ferment of  the Nagaland 
assembly elections in Na-
galand has requested the 
Election Commission to 
defer the polls for the state 
“in the interest of  peace 
and tranquillity.” The per-
spective to the appeal is 
the ongoing clamour of  
Naga civic organisations 
to the Centre to hold the 
elections to serve a “solu-
tion” to the Indo-Naga po-
litical issue.

The Core Committee 
of  Nagaland Tribal Hohos 
and Civil Organisations 
(CCNTHCO) issued to 
the local media on Sun. a 
copy of   a representation 
addressed to the Chief  
Election Commissioner of  
India. 

As an independent 
body, the constitution of  
India has vested on the 
Election Commission of  
India (ECI) superintend-
ence, direction, and con-
trol of  the elections in the 
country including that of  
the president and vice-
president of  India. The 
date of  polling for Naga-
land has been scheduled to 
be conducted on Feb. 27. 

“The ECI is aware that 
numerous memoranda 
and written appeals have 
been made by all sections 
of  people in Nagaland, in-
cluding the present elected 
government in the state 

seeking for deferment of  
elections in favour of  early 
solution to the protracted 
Naga political issue,” the 
representation stated. 

“On the demand of  
seeking ‘solution before 
election’, we want to in-
form your office that on 
the 25th of  January, 2018, 
at a public consultative 
mass gathering, the people 
have spoken in one voice 
expressing their demo-
cratic right. This is what 
the people of  Nagaland 
desire: 

For deferment of  as-
sembly elections in Naga-
land to a later date so as 
to allow bringing to a con-
clusion, in time, the peace 
dialogue between the gov-
ernment of  India and the 
Naga political groups.” 

The group also re-
ferred to the 12th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
moving a resolution on the 
15th of  December in 2017 
during its 19th session stat-
ing “(the assembly) urges 
upon the government of  
India to take emergent 
and extraordinary steps 
to usher in an honourable 
and acceptable solution 
to the Naga political is-
sue well before the general 
elections to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
slated in March, 2018.”

Likewise, the represen-
tation stated that the as-
sembly urged the Election 

Commission of  India not 
to announce the general 
elections to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
until the government of  
India arrives at a solution 
to the Naga political Issue 
‘in order to enable all Na-
gas to enjoy their due dem-
ocratic and other rights 
and function as a more 
empowered electorate dur-
ing the elections that may 
be held after the solution.’ 

The organisation stat-
ed: “Rest assured the peo-
ple of  Nagaland are keen 
and determined to work 
with the ECI in exercising 
their franchise to have an 
elected government. We 
cannot however partici-
pate in such an exercise till 
our desire for a political 
solution is met. We make 
this appeal based on good 
reasons.” 

The opportunity for a 
peaceful resolution of  the 
Naga political issue has 
never been this favourable 
as the political negotia-
tions are in advance stage 
and “we cannot effort to 
distract the focus on the 
process at any cost,” the 
CCNTHCO stated. 

“Your decision to de-
fer the elections will give 
crucial time that is needed 
now for the negotiations 
to have logical conclusion 
without allowing anything 
whatsoever to hamper it,” 
it added. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 28 (EMN): The 
Southern Angami Students’ Un-
ion (Sasu) held its 68th biennial 
literary event on Jan. 27 at Khu-
zama in Kohima. The programme 
was conducted with the theme 
“cognizing culture identity.” The 
chief  engineer of  the department 
of  Power Khose Sale was the 
guest speaker for the event. 

Speaking at length about the 
theme, Khose said that ‘identity’ 
has its manifestation in human 
values while ‘culture’ forms pro-
gressive attributes of  the customs 
practiced, beliefs, way of  life, and 
social organization of  a particu-
lar ethnic group. Knowing and 
preserving the good and bad is 
what “cognizing” envisages.  The 
power of  choice is the essence of  
“cognizance.” 

Attempting to explaining the 
wider meaning of  the theme, he 
said that the lack of  ‘actual docu-
mentation’ and historical ‘record-
ing’ were required besides a thor-
ough research by academicians. 
“It has reached a point of  urgency 

to document our rich culture past 
mostly orally scattered,” he said.  

The talk on culture and tradi-
tion has to be challenging to syn-
thesize attitude, action, and mind-
set, he said. “Our Naga identity 
is rooted to land and culture, we 
are the people of  the mountain 
and forests, trees and rivers, its 
loss is seen as a loss of  identity, its 
protection is inherently linked to 
protecting our tribal culture”, he 
added.

In the context of  Naga his-
tory and tradition, he said wis-
dom was the mechanism that bal-
anced ecology and sustainability. 
‘Therefore our Naga identity is 
intertwined with nature beginning 
with our habitat, our cultural ac-
tivities, institutional practices as 
clan system, taboos, storytelling 
and folktale.’ 

Stating that the means of  
food-gathering such as fishing 
and hunting in the past were tra-
ditional which in fact assured 
sustainability. ‘A lot of  our mod-
ern practices have disrupted the 
peaceful chain of  our existence 

with nature,’ he said.  ‘Further-
ing our culture and traditions not 
only add values but also adds to 
our economy...our land has huge 
potential for eco-tourism, educa-
tion and Information Technology 
in hand should be taken advan-
tage of  leading the preservation 
while progressing with the world 
around us.’

“We are bound to be selec-
tive of  the good and bad taking 
in right proportion of  the physical 
attributes of  our culture,” he said.  

In the presidential address, the 
president of  the Sasu Ketholeto 
Anthony Zashiimo said that the 
theme “cognizing culture iden-
tity” was adopted to make essen-
tial again the people’s rich culture. 
‘With the community facing a del-
uge of  modernizing forces and the 
younger generation becoming ob-
livious to traditions and cultures, 
the program was initiated toward 
reassuring revival of  our culture 
and traditions,’ it was informed. 

More than 700 student dele-
gates from 13 villages of  the south-
ern Angami region, besides guests 

and elders from other Angami re-
gions attended the program.

The program featured a cul-
tural exhibition and competition 
with members representing 10 vil-
lages participating in the events. 

In the afternoon session of  
the programme, Kesosul Chris-
topher Ltu, the president of  the 
Naga Students’ Federation(NSF) 
exhorted the gathering. Saying 
that unemployment among the 
educated youth in Nagaland was 
alarmingly high, ‘a need for re-
awakening was the need of  the 
hour while at the same time iden-
tifying one’s individual capabili-
ties and potential.’ 

A quiz competition about the 
cultural history of  the Angami 
Naga people was conducted also. 
Other competitions of  the day 
were Mepfii Kero (war cry), folk 
dance; original story-writing (folk-
tales) and painting, among others. 

The reigning mister  and miss 
SASU titles for 2018 were con-
ferred on (Mr.) Siivito Mekro of  
Kezoma village and (Miss) Vikhot-
sono Khora of  Kigwema village. 

Healing Garden, a place to heal and reflect inaugurated

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): It is 
said to be symbolic of  returning 
to his native Nagaland after long 
years of  travel and stay abroad, 
besides setting a vision for the fu-
ture that would build on hope and 
‘healing.’ Historian and peace ac-
tivist Dr. Visier Sanyü Meyasetsu 
on Jan. 27 has announced an initi-
ative to open what is understood to 
be a motivational, green sanctuary, 
a ‘healing garden.’

Besides family, friends, well 
wishers from Nagaland, the inau-
guration of  the Healing Garden—
located in Medziphema—saw 
guests from Ireland, Japan, and 
New Zealand lending their support 
and solidarity, updates informed in 
a handout to the media on Sun. 
Climate Scientist from New Zea-
land Alan Porteus was also there 
to address the event.

Spekaing about his vision for 
the ‘Healing Garden,’ Dr. Visier 
Sanyü said that he had always 
wanted to return home after the 
long journey away. While ac-
knowledging the opportunities 
that opened for him, he spoke also 
about experiences that were pain-
ful. For instance, the deaths of  his 
siblings especially his older brother 
who was a “storyteller, a chanter, 
a repository of  knowledge,” broke 
his heart. Six nephews died of  
drug and alcohol abuse, according 

to the updates. 
Expressing the desire to return 

home and give back something, he 
decided to make a healing garden 
to be enjoyed by generations to 
come. Also growing trees for future 
generations was the right thing to 
do, he said while expressing the 
hope that the healing garden will 
be a place for peace, tranquility, 
sharing and healing. 

Climate Scientist from New 
Zealand Alan Porteus in his in-
augural address termed climate 
change as the biggest environmen-
tal challenge of  the day and point-
ing out that “our way of  living is 
damaging the world”. Pointing out 
that human kind cannot flourish 
without it, Porteus called for pro-
tecting the diversity of  the natural 
world.

Alan Porteus who is a climate 
scientist with the National Insti-
tute of  Water and Atmospheric 
Research, New Zealand, hoped 
that the healing garden and the vi-
sion set forth by Dr. Visier would 
bring about the “possibility of  a 
new Nagaland” and with that the 
possibility of  a world that works 
for everyone. 

Noted peace activist Niketu 
Iralu also shared his thoughts 
for the garden. “In Nagaland we 
are learning…exploring ideas for 
building a new world. The heal-

ing of  our lives and rebuilding re-
lationship is the most important 
responsibility”, he said and hoped 
that the healing garden will play its 
part. 

Earlier in the programme, 
peace activist from Japan Megumi 
Kanematsu said that after meeting 
her Naga friends, she had learned 
and understood more clearly the 
historical role of  Japan in Asia, es-
pecially the involvement in World 
War II. She went on to admit that 
Naga people had suffered because 
of  Japan. 

“The Japanese still don’t have 
the strength to put right where we 
went wrong”, she said while add-
ing that “they (Japan) can learn 
from the strength of  the Naga peo-
ple”. Megumi also said that just 
like the trees which grow and live, 
we need to take care of  the roots. 
She expressed appreciation on the 
work started by Dr. Visier Sanyü 
with the Healing Garden. And in 
this she mentioned how she was 
taught “to pass on strength to the 
next generation” through such ini-
tiative of  the Naga people. 

Addressing the programme, 
Alec McRitchie from Ireland 
shared about his observation about 
healing. He cited the example 
of  the visit of  the present British 
Queen to Ireland in 2011, the first 
such visit by a British monarch in 

more than 100 years. According to 
McRitchie, the Queen expressed 
regret for the unhappy events of  
the past related to the Irish politi-
cal problem.

Another example of  healing 
was of  Masao Hirakubo, who 
fought in Nagaland with the Japa-
nese army. However after the war, 
he spent many years promoting 
reconciliation with British veterans 
and was decorated by Britain for 
his work.  

On the healing garden, 
McRitchie said that Dr. Visier 
Sanyü was creating a “wonder-
ful place to which people can 
come and reflect upon and find 
out what their life’s purpose can 
be”. Alan McRitchie was the Eu-
ropean director of  the Bombar-
dier Aerospace, the largest aero-
nautical engineering company 
in Northern Ireland, the updates 
sttaed. He was mentioned as the 
current Vice Chair of  Catalyst 
Inc, an innovation centre based 
in Belfast. 

The inauguration saw the at-
tendence of  a host of  friends, well-
wishers, and members of  different 
church groups; organizations and 
villagers. Former General Sec-
retary of  the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council Rev. Zhabu Ter-
hüja said the prayer for the healing 
garden, the updates said. 

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
A rally dubbed the 
‘Longleng citizens’ rally,’ 
seeking to push the ‘clean 
election’ campaign was 
conducted in Nyengching 
Longleng on Jan. 28 at the 
area’s public ground.

The event, with the 
theme “valuing life,” was 
organized by the district 
clean election coordination 
committee of  the Phom 
Baptist Christian Asso-
ciation, updates in a press 
release from the organisers 
informed non Sun. 

“With a purpose to 
invite all the citizens to 
listen to different voices 
on clean election the citi-
zens gathered at the public 
ground immediately after 
the morning worship,” the 
updates informed. 

Rev. Toshimeren, 
pastor of  the Ao Baptist 
Church representing the 
churches in Longleng said, 
“Electing a good fearing 
leader is every citizen’s 
duty...’ He urged the citi-
zens to adhere to the ob-
jectives of  the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) and the Longleng 
District Churches’ Clean 
Election.

The president of  
the Phomla Hoichem 
Shamthai also spoke on 
behalf  of  the women in 
Longleng. The women 
leader spoke on the theme 
“teamwork in clean elec-
tion” and said that any de-
cision in making a leader 
must be a ‘corporate de-
cision.’ The women of  
the society should also be 
given the freedom to vote 
one’s vote, she said while 
appealing to all to en-
sure that the elections are 
peaceful. 

The executive secre-
tary of  the Phom Baptist 
Christian Association 
Tialemba also spoke on 
the topic “Bible and clean 
election.” The associa-
tion’s leader was quoted as 
having said, ‘As believers 
of  Christ, it is the duty of  
every citizen to demon-
strate Christian spirit in 
electing future leaders and 
also act like a believer dur-
ing election.’ Distributing 
money and substances by 
any group or leaderships 
is against the Bible, the up-
dates stated.

Speaking on the topic 
“young minds on clean 
election,” a representative 
of  the Phom Students’ 
Conference and on be-
half  of  young people of  
Longleng, Mane, said that 
there is ‘a thirst for good 
leaderships in the state and 
clean election as a good 
medium is achieving the 
purpose.’ He said, “Alone 

we can do very little but 
together we can achieve 
much.” The updates stated 
that the Phom Students’ 
Conference had also dur-
ing its previous conclave 
had resolved to support the 
clean election initiative of  
the church.

Lungphi, a former 
vice-president of  the Phom 
People’s Council and 
former vice chairman of  
Longleng Town Council 
requested the citizens to 
ensure peace in the district. 
He said that clean elections 
and the election rules were 
not something prepared by 
the local bodies. They are 
the Election Commission’s 
‘order giving rights to 
every citizen to vote with 
peaceful environment,’ the 
updates stated. 

‘Therefore, as a perma-
nent citizen and settler of  
the town and the district 
he cautioned the citizens 
against misunderstand-
ing between parties and 
groups, damaging other’s 
houses and properties, at-
tacking people etc.’

Representing the chil-
dren of  Longleng district 
was Lilong who called 
upon the citizens with this 
appeal: “We are your chil-
dren and we believe the fu-
ture of  our land rest in our 
shoulder. But our tomor-
row will be based on what 
foundation you are laying 
for us today.” 

According to the up-
dates, the child said fur-
ther: “Dear elders, give 
us a society where there 
is no hatred and division, 
give us a home built by 
hearts where we can learn 
love. Help us see a clean 
election where precious 
vote is not sold to money, 
where people elect their 
leaders based on sincerity 
and commitment to work 
for people. Help us see the 
election today where peo-
ple participate by prayer 
not by force, money, alco-
hol and drugs.”

“Give us a town where 
there is no fighting among 
different groups and give 
us a street where we can 
roam around freely with-
out fear. If  you say that 
you love us, if  you say you 
care for our future, if  you 
want us to face tomorrow 
with our head held high, 
let the clean election hap-
pen in our land today.”

The sub division of-
ficer (civil) Robin gave 
an explanation about the 
Model Code of  Conduct 
and requested the citizens 
to observe the prerequisites 
set by the election authori-
ties. Other officers gave 
demonstrations about the 
use of  the VVPAT ma-

chine besides demonstrat-
ing what webcasting was 
all about. Officers Rao and 
Theja said that all the poll-
ing booths would be under 
surveillance of  CCTV and 
urged the citizens to follow 
‘every detail of  the elec-
tion norms,’ the updates 
informed. 

Another citizen, Y 
Nuklu Phom spoke on the 
topic “our voice and our 
stand on clean election.” 
The speaker emphasized 
on the value of  life. ‘The 
life we live isn’t in anyone’s 
hand, nor does it belong to 
anyone except God, and 
therefore, this life must be 
valued by one and all. Val-
uing life cannot be separat-
ed from exercising Rights 
of  Life and voting is a right 
of  a person which doesn’t 
belong to any person ex-
cept the self,’ the updates 
stated. 

Therefore, the updates 
stated further about his 
speech, “Giving away 
money for someone’s vote, 
buying votes, booth cap-
turing is a threat to life, 
the Life which Jesus Christ 
purchased with his pre-
cious blood.” He said that, 
it is one way of  saying ‘we 
don’t want good govern-
ance, we don’t want de-
velopment, we don’t want 
good Leaderships for the 
land, we want to devalue 
God’s given life and want 
people to struggle and cre-
ate disorder in the Chris-
tian Land’ when ‘one is 
sceptical or is against clean 
elections and says no to 
clean election.’ 

This ideology needs 
to be questioned by every 
good citizen, Nuklu Phom 
said. The message of  clean 
election is like a ‘voice in 
silence yet it is going to 
steer citizens who want a 
better tomorrow because 
we have had so much of  
wickedness and terrible life 
existence for many genera-
tion. We must do away and 
God will not fail us.’  

On the stand of  the 
church, it was informed 
that whoever resolves to 
stand and walk with the 
objectives of  the clean 
election campaign, a white 
flag would be hoisted ‘giv-
ing a signal that the family 
stands for clean election.’

‘It is to be mentioned 
that on the 28th of  Janu-
ary, 2018 the Phom Baptist 
Christian Association and 
its churches had organized 
a pastor’s pulpit exchange 
in all its churches focussed 
on clean election,’ the up-
dates stated.  

Some people also 
raised some queries during 
the event. The queries were 
clarified, it was informed.
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  MIRROR CROSSWORD 1718SUD0KU 1558
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Class of drugs
 6. Preparatory (abbrev.)
 10. Prostitute
 14. King of Thebes (Greek  

Mythology)
 15. Fly high
 16. African country
 17. Decorate
 18. Male vocal range
 19. Sea eagle
 20. Adjustable pitch or frequency
 22. Rude or uncouth
 24. Squalid urban area
 25. Wagerers
 26. Slave owner
 29. Indian dress
 30. Notion
 31. George W. Bush is one
 37. “Munsters” actress Yvonne de 

_____
 39. Born
 40. Laxative
 41. Heraldic devices
 44. Snip or cut
 45. Breakaway religious group
 46. French for “Reparation”
 48. Do away with
 52. Detailed scheme
 53. Most achy
 54. An ornamental ridge on a wall 

or roof
 58. Nut-bearing tree
 59. Southernmost town in Portugal
 61. Sea duck
 62. Son of Seth (Bible)
 63. ____ Bator, capital of Mongolia
 64. “In the g_____”
 65. Depression
 66. Disabled
 67. Untwist 
 DOWN
 1. Singing style
 2. A Hindustani language
 3. City in northwest Spain

 4. Prevent or delay
 5. French for “Annal”
 6. Sacred song or hymn
 7. Part in a play
 8. Consume
 9. Biblical wise sayings
 10. Melt or fuse ores
 11. In music: slow and 

solemn
 12. Pertaining to the bone in 

the forearm 
 13. Strata or levels
 21. Actor Raymond ____
 23. Useful
 25. Former German 

chancellor (1919-20) 
Gustav _____

 26. Rodents
 27. Biblical first man
 28. People of Yugoslavia
 29. Expended
 32. Father of Methuselah 

(Bible)
 33. Plan of action
 34. Conseil Europeen pour 

Recherches Nucleaires
 35. Amongst
 36. Appellation
 38. Fertile area in a desert
 42. Enthusiastic

 43. Ivy League school
 47. Capital of Lesotho
 48. Inquired
 49. Frontiersman Daniel 

_____
 50. Artificial fabric
 51. Smallest in magnitude
 52. Reclined
 54. Overstuff
 55. Image of a deity
 56. River that runs from Lake 

Ladoga to the Gulf of 
Finland

 57. Earl ____ tea
 60. Winglike structure
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BJP releases first list of candidates 
for Tripura assembly polls

BJP MLA escapes assassination bid in Manipur 

Candlelight memorial for deaths in Diphu 

Cold wave hits Manipur hard 

Preceding govt. did not protect rights of Sikkimese people — CM 

27 receive Manipur State 
Kala Akademi Awards (2014)

Regional parties to form govt. in Meghalaya — UDP chief 

New Delhi/Agartala, Jan. 
28 (IANS): The BJP on Sat-
urday released its first list of  
candidates for 44 of the 60 
seats in Tripura Assembly, 
polls for which will be held 
on February 18.

While the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) will contest 
51 seats, nine seats will be 
contested by by tribal-run 
Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura, with which the 
BJP formally announced its 
alliance on Thursday. 

According to the BJP 

leaders, the names of party 
candidates were finalised 
and announced after the 
party’s Central Election 
Committee met in New 
Delhi under the chairman-
ship of BJP President Amit 
Shah. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley, 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and other 
CEC members also attended 
the meeting.

The BJP named state 
unit President Biplab Ku-
mar Deb from Banamali-
pur, state unit Vice Presi-
dent Subal Bhowmik from 
Sonamura, state election 
media coordinator Sush-
anta Chowdhury from Ma-
jlishpur, state unit General 
Secretary Pratima Bhowmik 
from Dhanpur, and state 
unit Secretary Amit Rakhsit 
from Khowai.

The party also fielded 
seven sitting MLAs -- Sudip 
Roy Barman from Agar-

tala, Ratan Lal Nath from 
Mohanpur, Ashish Ku-
mar Saha from Town Bor-
dowali, Dilip Sarkar from 
Badharghat (Reserved for 
Scheduled Caste), Pranajit 
Singha Roy from Radhak-
ishorepur, Dibachandra 
Hrangkhwal from Karam-
chhara (Scheduled Tribe), 
and Bishwa Bandhu Sen 
from Dharmanagar.

The counting of  votes 
polled for the 60-member 
Assembly will take place on 
March 3.

Imphal, Jan. 28 (IANS): BJP legislator 
Heikham Dingo escaped unhurt when 
a bomb ripped through the boundary 
wall of his house here, police said. No 
one in his family was injured either.

The incident took place late on 
Saturday. Police and paramilitary per-
sonnel reached the house of  Dingo, 
who represents the Sekmai assembly 
constituency, and cordoned off  the 
area. No suspect has been arrested.

A search operation was conducted 
by Superintendent of Police Themthing 
Ngasangva and the police found that a 
remote-controlled bomb was planted 

near the wall of the house at Khurkhul 
Makha Leikai in Imphal West district.

No organisation has claimed the 
attack. Dingo is the second Bharatiya 
Janata Party MLA facing bomb threats.

Some time back L. Sushindro, 
who was the Parliamentary secretary 
at the time, escaped unhurt when his 
escort personnel were attacked. Four 
policemen were injured during the 
attack near the Manipur-Myanmar 
border.

Ahead of  President Ram Nath 
Kovind’s visit in November, some se-
curity personnel of the lawmakers were 

withdrawn for security arrangement in 
and around Imphal. They are yet to be 
restored.

In another incident, police late on 
Saturday rescued two employees of  
Hindustan Construction Co Ltd who 
were kidnapped on January 18 by 
armed militants.

Inspector General of  Police L. 
Kailun said that during the search op-
erations two cadres of the KNF-MC, 
identified as Songkhlin Kipgen and 
Lelen Kipgen, were arrested. They 
disclosed the location of the kidnapped 
persons.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
Various students and civic 
organisations converged for 
a candlelight procession in 

Diphu town on Jan. 28, Sun-
day evening in memory of  
two Dimasa persons Mithun 
Dibragede and Probanta 
Hakmosa who were report-

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Jan 28 (EMN): 
Governor of  Manipur and 
Chairperson, Manipur 
State Kala Akademi, Dr. 
Najma Heptulla today con-
ferred Manipur State Kala 
Akademi Awards 2014 to 
the awardees at a function 
held at Maharaja Chand-
rakirti Auditorium, Palace 
Compound, Imphal, organ-
ised by Manipur State Kala 
Akademi, Manipur.

The Akademi Award 
2014 including 2 Fel-
lows and 6 Young Talent 
Award were presented to 27 
(Twenty-Seven) awardees 
by Governor Dr. Najma 
Heptulla, and President of  
the function, Shri L. Jayen-
takumar Singh, Minister, 
Art & Culture, Manipur and 
Vice Chairman, Manipur 
State Kala Akademi. The 
awards are conferred for 
their outstanding contribu-
tion in their respective fields 
of  Dance, Music, Theatre, 
Shumang Leela, Thang Ta, 
Tribal culture, and other 
forms of  Art, Traditional, 
Theatre, Literature, Mime 
and Fine Arts. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Dr Najma 
Heptulla congratulating 
the Akademi Awardees 

said that Manipur is re-
nowned for its rich art 
and cultural heritage. The 
classical Manipuri dance 
- Raas Leela has put Ma-
nipur on the cultural map 
of  the world. 

The Manipuri Nata 
Sankirtana, the ritual sing-
ing, dancing and drum-
ming has been included in 
the representative list of  
UNESCO’s intangible cul-
tural heritage of humanity, 
she said. 

The Governor also said 
that the cultural mosaic of  
the state is extremely col-
ourful owing to the large 
number of communities in 
the state with its own distinc-
tive form of  dance, music 
and dress.

She also stated that 
the Manipur State Kala 
Akademi was established by 
the Government of Manipur 
in the year 1972 as an au-
tonomous body and was the 
only cultural agency of the 
Government promoting and 
coordinating all the activities 
relating to Dance, Drama, 
Music, Literature, Fine Arts 
and other different fields of  
arts and culture. 

The Akademi has been 
making sustained effort for 
promotion, preservation and 

propagation of  Manipur’s 
rich cultural tradition within 
and outside the state since its 
inception. 

Besides organizing vari-
ous cultural festivals per-
taining to different art forms 
of folk and classical of both 
the hills and the valley, the 
Akademi also holds several 
promotional activities such 
as conferences, seminars, 
workshops as well as liter-
ary programs, memorial 
lectures and exhibitions, she 
added.

The Governor said that 
the awards symbolize not 
only the highest standard of  
excellence in their respective 
fields but also is the recogni-
tion of individual works for 
their highest professional 
accomplishment. 

She also expressed her 
confidence that the efforts 
of  the Manipur State Kala 
Akademi will make a sub-
stantial impact on the pres-
ervation, promotion and 
propagation of  the rich 
cultural traditions of  the 
state and will continue to 
provide necessary encour-
agement to the scholars 
and artistes. 

She further added that 
we must try to make Ma-
nipur known to the world 

by showing our rich cul-
tural Heritage. Instead of  
depending on organisation 
like UNESCO for recogni-
tion, we must put in our 
sincere effort to present 
our own art and culture 
and try to promote it to 
the rest of  the country and 
the world. 

Minis ter  o f  Ar t  & 
Culture L. Jayentakumar 
Singh said that Manipur is 
a fertile land for Sports and 
Arts. Despite facing many 
challenges, the people of  
the State excel in their cho-
sen path of  careers whether 
it is arts or sports, due to 
hard work and determina-
tion. 

The Government is try-
ing hard to overcome the 
situation and needs the sup-
port of the public, he added. 
He further said that a syn-
chronize vision is needed to 
promote the Art and Culture 
of Manipur and discuss on 
implementing the vision to 
compete with other parts of  
the world, he added. 

The Minister requested 
the Awardees to give creative 
suggestions and help in find-
ing out young talents having 
dedication, determination, 
honesty and sincerity to 
minimize the resources.

Shillong, Jan. 28 (PTI): The United 
Democratic Party (UDP) in Meghalaya 
has exuded confidence that regional 
outfits would form the next govern-
ment in the state.

People in Meghalaya had enough 
of the Congress and the BJP is yet to 
gain ground in the state, a senior UDP 
leader said. Meghalaya is set to go to 
polls on February 27 and the results will 
be announced on March 3.

The Congress, which is in power in 
Meghalaya for about 15 years, is facing 
anti-incumbency problem while the 
BJP is struggling to win the hearts of  
people here, Lyngdoh said.

The UDP had secured the second 
spot with 8 seats in the 2013 assembly 
election. The Congress that bagged 29 
seats in the polls had formed govern-
ment with the support of 13 independ-
ents and two NCP MLAs.

This time, the UDP has forged 
pre-poll alliances with regional par-
ties Hills State Peoples Democratic 
Party (HSPDP) and Garo National 
Council(GNC).

Although the UDP happens to be a 
constituent of North East Democratic 
Alliance (NEDA), led by the BJP, Lyn-

gdoh feels it NEDA a political platform 
for the development of North East and 
not pre-poll alliances.

He said that the UDP-HSPDP 
combine would field candidates in at 
least 36 seats in the Khasi Jaintia Hills 
region with an agreed seat-sharing 
formula. In the Garo Hills region, 
which has 24 seats, six constituencies 
have been allotted to the GNC, the 
UDP chief said. It is yet to be decided 
whether the UDP would contest the 
remaining 18 seats in the region, he 
added.

GNC president Kalpana D Sang-
ma has said she expects her party to 
win at least five of the six seats in the 
three districts of  South Garo Hills, 
South West Garo Hills and West Garo 
Hills. 

Despite losing five senior sitting 
MLAs to the BJP, NPP and PDF 
earlier this month, Chief  Minister 
Mukul Sangma has also expressed 
confidence in securing at least 38 
seats on its own.

“The Congress will win 38 seats 
and form the government once again,” 
he said at a party meeting here recently.

The BJP, on the other hand, dis-

missed the claims of  the Congress 
and regional parties and stated that 
the party will spring a surprise in the 
assembly polls.

State BJP president Shibun Lyn-
gdoh said, “Our mantra of ‘sabka saath 
sabka vikas’(collective efforts, inclusive 
growth) is reverberating in poll-bound 
Meghalaya with people coming in 
huge numbers to support the party,” 
he claimed. 

Four sitting legislators, including 
former cabinet minister A L Hek and 
NCP’s former state president Sanbor 
Shullai, had joined the saffron party 
early this month.

The Khun Hynniewtrep National 
Awakening Movement (KHNAM), 
another regional outfit, said it would 
support any party that wins maximum 
number of  seats on conditions that 
issues identified by it in the state get 
addressed.

“Any party which needs our sup-
port will have to understand our issues 
and agree in principle that they will 
take it up as its government’s agenda,” 
KHNAM Working President Adelbert 
Nongrum said, adding that his party is 
likely to contest nine seats.

edly killed during a police 
firing at Maibang Railways 
station in Dima Hasao dis-
trict on Jan. 25 during a rally.

The candlelight proces-
sion started from Dimasa 
Club through Rongpharpi 
Rongbe via Diphu Market 
MG road and concluded  at 
Semson Sing Engti Memo-
rial Park.  The procession 
was organised by the Di-
masa Students Association 
(DSA), Karbi Student’s As-
sociation (KSA), Kuki Stu-
dents Organisation (KSO), 
and 24+Organisations.

Talking to the media 
persons, Dimasa Sahitya 
Sabha’s district committee 
general secretary Satya Brat 
Kemprai said that a CBI 
enquiry should be consti-

tuted to nab the culprits. 
Regarding the issue of  ter-
ritorial integrity none of the 
political parties should not 
take political mileage out 
of it ‘as we are living in our 
own region,’ he said.

Further, compensation 
has been demanded for vic-
tims’ death and compensa-
tion for the injured. 

The organisations have 
denounced the Assam po-
lice for the killing of public 
members and blamed the 
law and order authorities for 
their ‘failure in administer-
ing the district.’ 

The groups have also de-
manded the state’s and cen-
tral govt. make the “greater 
Nagalim accord” public.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Jan. 28 (EMN): Manipur is experiencing a cold 
wave with the mercury plunging to 0.58 degree Celsius in 
Senapati while 3.6 degree Celsius in Imphal on Sunday, 
according to the directorate of Environment, state climate 
cell weather reports in Imphal.  Similarly, Ukhrul and Chu-
rachandpur district headquarters also recorded a minimum 
temperature of 2.5 degree Celsius and 3.1 degree Celsius 
respectively. 

Residents in Imphal continue to feel chilly wind since 
the last two days. The maximum temperature recorded was 
22.2 degrees, sources in the state Directorate of Environment 
said.  The minimum temperature in the state, which has been 
hovering around 4-5 degree Celsius since beginning of this 
month till last week, has gradually gone down since Saturday, 
sources added.

Severe cold wave conditions also prevailed in hill districts 
headquarters particularly in Ukhrul and Senapati for the 
last three-four days. With the sudden fall in temperature, 
consumption of charcoal is on the rise, according to charcoal 
traders here.  On Jan. 8 2018, Imphal became the second 
coldest capital city after Shillong among capital cities of all 
the seven Northeast states.  The mercury plunged to 3 (2.5 
degree as per Indian Council of  Agricultural Research, 
ICAR Manipur Centre) Celsius in Imphal on that very 
day, according to the Indian Meteorological Department 
(IMD) reports. Shillong recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of  (-) 0.7 degree Celsius. 

Though the cyclonic circulation over Meghalaya and 
neighbourhood extending up to 2.1 km above mean sea level 
persists, the temperature is likely to be stable in the coming 
days till February 3, IMD reports.

Gangtok, Jan. 28 (PTI): Sikkim Chief  
Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling has 
said the preceding governments in the 
state have failed to protect the rights of  
Sikkimese people.

The government, led by Chief  
Minister LD Kazi, got a chance to 
include all communities of  Sikkim 
in the Scheduled Tribes (ST) list in 
1978, when the Union Government 
had granted the option, but it did not 
exercise discretion in the matter, he 
said yesterday at an event at Samman 
Bhawan. 

“Given the fact that Sikkim had just 
joined the Indian Union, I am of the 
belief  that the then state government 
could have placed various demands for 
the benefit of the people. In all likeli-
hood, the Centre would have consid-
ered them... Alas it did not happen,” 
he rued.

Citing another instance of “missed 
opportunity”, the CM said that the 
Union government had in 1987 con-

sidered the demand for granting ST 
status to the Limboo and Tamang 
communities, but the government, 
led by Chief  Minister Nar Bahadur 
Bhandari, cited various reasons to 
“foil the plan”.

He said it was due to his relentless 
efforts that the demand was finally ac-
cepted by the Centre in 2002 and that 
the people of  the two communities 
should consider themselves fortunate 
for the opportunity. The CM also 
said that he has been working hard 
to get reservation for the Limboo and 
Tamang communities in the legislative 
assembly.

“Since the matter falls within the 
Union List, the ball is now in the 
court of  the Central Government. I 
have been made to understand that 
five seats will be reserved and five 
new constituencies will be created 
based on the 2011 census, but the 
matter has to be approved by the 
Cabinet and then the Parliament “ he 

said. Chamling, however, reminded 
people that reservation of  any kind 
ensures many benefits, but one should 
not take it as a cushion to lead a life 
with laid-back attitude.“Our people, 
especially the youth, should always 
keep in mind that only a competitive 
spirit and hard work will lead to success 
in life,” he cautioned. 

The CM also harped on inclusive 
development agendas of  his govern-
ment and said that he has been working 
for the welfare of the people of Sikkim 
without any prejudice. “Our govern-
ment is humanist, not casteist. 

wWe do not indulge in vote-bank 
politics. It is unfortunate that innocent 
people, especially the youngsters, are 
misguided by elements who want to 
divide our society by politicizing sensi-
tive issues of caste, creed, religion etc,” 
he said.  Every citizen should have 
true knowledge about their democratic 
rights to be able to lead a life of dignity 
and respect, he added.
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Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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Jaitley’s last full Budget 
to be different due to GST

Marking system to combat 
fake goods developed

Benefits now reaching 
beneficiaries because 
of Aadhaar – Modi

Complete automation of Railways’ 
signalling system on the cards

Nine top BSE 
companies add 
Rs 97,932 crore 
to market cap

Bitcoins and Cash Vaults: Indian HNIs get pitches for new

UAE’s shopping 
mall displays 
world’s largest 
gold ring 
Shopping mall Sahara 
Centre in Sharjah, one of 
the seven sheikhdoms of 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), said on Sunday that 
it is displaying the world’s 
largest gold ring, Najmat 
Taiba (Arabic for ‘Star of 
Taiba’). Customers at the 
mall can enjoy an opportu-
nity to view the $3 million 
masterpiece, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The 21-carat Najmat 
Taiba, which has been 
recognised by the Guinness 
Book of World Records and 
endorsed by the World 
Gold Council, weighs 
63.856 kilograms and is 
studded with 5.1 kilograms 
(11 pounds) of precious 
stones and diamonds, 
as well as 615 Swarovski 
crystals.

Flex-engine 
motorcycles to hit 
Indian markets 
soon –  Nitin 
Gadkari 
Two major bike makers are 
expected to soon come up 
with electric and flex engine 
motorcycles in the Indian 
markets, according to Un-
ion minister Nitin Gadkari. A 
flex-fuel or dual fuel vehicle 
is capable of operating on 
both petrol and ethanol.

Keen to promote elec-
tric vehicles fleet, as well as 
vehicles on alternative fuel 
like ethanol, Transport and 
Shipping Minister Gadkari, 
has also been emphasising 
the need to enhance etha-
nol output in a bid to move 
towards ethanol- based 
transportation.

“By the end of this 
month, two two-wheeler 
manufactures have 
promised to come up with 
electric as well as flex-
engine motorcycles which 
can run both on petrol and 
ethanol,” Gadkari told PTI.

He said both bikes are 
expected to hit the market 
soon. “These can be run 
on 100 per cent petrol and 
100 per cent ethanol,” the 
minister said. 

Gadkari also empha-
sised the need to diversify 
agriculture towards power 
and energy by producing 
ethanol.

The country incurs a 
huge INR 7 lakh crore on 
import bills of crude and 
if “we save even INR 2 
lakh crore out of this by 
indigenous ethanol, it will 
turn around the agriculture 
economy,” the minister 
said.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
The last full Union Budget 
to be presented by Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley in 
the forthcoming session of 
Parliament beginning on 
Monday will be unlike his 
previous four such exercis-
es because of the complete 
overhaul of the indirect tax 
regime effected by imple-
menting the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) last year.

The Budget, to be the 
last for the BJP in view of 
the general elections due in 

the first half of 2019, usually 
has two main components. 

The first part deals with 
new schemes and out-
lays for various existing 
schemes and sectors for 
the coming fiscal, while 
the second contains an-
nouncements on direct 
and indirect taxes.

With GST realising the 
dreams of the pre-Inde-
pendence nationalist bour-
geoisie of a unified market 
through a single tax re-
gime, replacing the earlier 

system of multiple central 
and state taxes, this year’s 
budget will need take into 
account only those items 
like petroleum products 
that still remain outside the 
purview of GST. 

The 2018-19 budget 
could thus contain chang-
es in customs and excise 
duties on these remain-
ing products, which for 
most others have been sub-
sumed under GST.

In the area of direct 
taxes like income tax and 

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): Complete 
modernisation of Indian Railways’ 
entire signalling system, including 
automation, at a whopping cost of 
Rs 78,000 crore is likely to get the nod 
among other safety measures in the 
forthcoming budget.

The Railways, which is likely to 
get Rs 65,000 crore as gross budg-
etary support (GBS) this time, an 
increase of Rs 10,000 crore from the 
last one, is going ahead full throt-
tle to generate funds from internal 
resources and also from the market 
to meet the huge requirement for 
infrastructure development and 
safety-enhancement measures.

Though the budget for 2018-19 
will reflect an attempt to reduce 
working expenses in the next fiscal, 
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal is 
leaving no stone unturned to replace 
the age-old tracks and upgrade 
signals as part of the national trans-
porter’s safety requirements.

“The modernised automation 
of the signalling system aims to 
enhance safety and speed up train 
movement in a congested network,” 
a senior Railway Ministry official 
said.

Safety and passenger ameni-
ties are likely to get top billing in 
the rail budget -- merged with the 
general budget since the last fiscal -- 
when Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
presents the budget for 2018-19 on 
February 1. This will be the govern-
ment’s last full budget ahead of the 
2019 general election.

Replacement of the existing sig-
nalling network with a state-of-the-
art system, proliferation of electronic 
interlocking systems, introduction of 
the European Train Control System 
Level-2 and mobile train radio com-
munication systems are part of the 
upgradation agenda of the Railways, 
which has drawn up a detailed plan 
to change the system over the next 

five years.
Investment in the rail sector 

is crucial to step up the country’s 
growth momentum.

While the Rashtriya Rail Sanrak-
shya Kosh of Rs 1 lakh crore, created 
in the last budget, will continue to 
roll out Rs 20,000 crore in the next fis-
cal, the safety-enhancement meas-
ures are likely to get a further boost 
in this budget with the signalling 
automation move.

Laying of new lines, gauge con-
version and doublings, besides mas-
sive electrification, will continue to 
be part of the budget.

The budget will be presented 
amid rising global crude oil prices 
and dipping of goods and services tax 
(GST) collections.

However, the government is likely 
to stick to its fiscal consolidation 
agenda and measures to curb the 
fiscal deficit, even as the middle class 
expects it to lighten the tax burden.

Davos/Zurich, Jan. 28 (PTI):  As a 
large number of Indian HNIs and 
their representatives went around 
Swiss ski resort town of Davos for 
attending the annual WEF sum-
mit last week, they also got several 
pitches on the margins for two new 
‘safe and promising havens’ -- 
cryptocurrencies and cash vaults.

Cash vaults, which are huge in 
size unlike the typical bank lockers 
in India and can contain not just 
cash but also gold, data, paintings 
and sculptures, are big business 
in Switzerland and are not just 
limited to banks, with several 
stand-alone entities offering these 
services.

Some vaults are actually buried 
deep under the snow with several 
strong layers of security, multiple 
executives associated with this 
business said.

What they want is now to ex-
pand their operations to India -- by 
offering their Swiss vaults to HNIs 
from India and also by roping in 
‘strategic partners’ to set up similar 
vaults there, some of the Indians 
approached by them said.

The Davos meet also saw a 
number of entities and individuals 
associated with several cryptocur-
rencies present in the city -- some 
were registered for the meet, but 
most of them remained outside the 
official programmes to pitch these 
‘safe’ and new-age products.

Again, several Indians were 
approached not just for investing 
in these currencies, but to join 
as partners. 
Those pitch-
ing the two 
‘safe havens’ 
i n c l u d e d 
several non-
resident In-
dians, as also 
those from 
Russia, Ger-
m a n y  a n d 
China.

All of those making the pitch 
and receiving such pitches re-
fused to be named, saying they 
do not want to land in regulatory 
problems as there are no rules as 
yet either for cryptocurrencies like 
bitcoins or cash vaults in India.

However, some top global lead-
ers spoke openly about the risks 
associated with cryptocurrencies 
during the official sessions of the 
World Economic Forum.

IMF Chief Christine Lagarde 
said that the multilateral financial 
institution was already looking into 
the issues relating to cryptocurren-
cies to analyse potential risks aris-
ing out of this new asset class due 
to the anonymity attached to it and 
the possible money laundering 
risks, while the US Treasury Sec-
retary Steven Mnuchin asserted 
that these currencies would not be 
allowed at all for any illicit trades.

Lagarde, however, said that the 
new technologies that have led to 
creation of cryptocurrencies need 
to be analysed properly and felt 
that innovative technologies can 
help improve the financial inclu-
sion scenario in the world.

Bitcoin’s price has increased 
more than 12-fold in the past 
four years, and the combined 
market of crypto-assets is 
now valued at more than 

USD 500 
billion. 
Such 
v a l -

uations have caused many to think 
that the market is overheated.

“I tend to think of bitcoin as an 
interesting experiment, not a per-
manent feature of our lives,” said 
Robert J Shiller, Sterling Professor 
of Economics, Yale University, 
USA.

Schiller compared the market 
to a speculative bubble that rouses 
public interest. “It involves conta-
gious stories about people making 
a lot of money,” he said.

But beyond the hype of a sin-
gle cryptocurrency, thousands of 
other digital currencies have been 
introduced, and blockchain, the 
technology underlying bitcoin, 
carries the potential of provid-
ing decentralised, incorruptible 
ledger, which could be used in a 
variety of other contexts.

Whether or not cryptocurren-
cies offer a widespread, scalable al-
ternative to traditional currencies 
depends greatly on their efficiency 
of use and on how well they func-
tion as a store of value. Volatility 
in the bitcoin market carries risks 

for those who hold their savings 
in the market, and many prefer to 
see bitcoin as an asset, rather than 
a replacement for central-bank-
created currency, according to the 
World Economic Forum.

Regulators around the world 
have raised concern about the way 
in which cryptocurrencies make it 
easy to move money anonymously. 
As such, they provide a useful tool 
for illicit activities, such as money 
laundering.

“I do think (cryptocurrency) 
needs to be regulated, just like 
anything I would want to become 
mainstream should be regulated, 
said Neil Rimer, General Partner 
and Co-Founder, Index Ventures, 
Switzerland, adding that regula-
tion could be one way of increasing 
public trust in the experiment.

Not only are nations seeking 
to regulate the use of cryptocur-
rency, many are also seeking to 
take advantage of the disruptive 
innovation associated with it. For 
example, Sweden is consider-
ing the creation of its own digital 

currency, an “e-krona”, 
which would comple-
ment traditional notes 

and coins, said Cecilia 
Skingsley, Deputy Gov-

ernor of the Swedish Cen-
tral Bank.

“Cash is going out of 
fashion very quickly,” she 

said, while adding that digital 
currencies could provide con-

sumers greater convenience 
and, potentially, efficiency.

Some 
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developing nations have 
also seen the potential 
of becoming part of the 
cryptocurrency move-
ment. 

“A lot of smaller econ-
omies now they start to 
think if we just make our 
regulation a little bit more 
crypto-friendly, we can 
attract a lot of investment 
and a lot of talent,” said 
Jennifer Zhu Scott, Princi-
pal, Radian Partners, Hong 
Kong SAR.

The staying power and 
pricing of bitcoin suggest 
that crypto-assets will con-
tinue to have a disruptive 
impact on global finance, 
but they raise more ques-
tions than answers about 
what shape that disruption 
will take.

corporate tax, Jaitley hinted 
at some relief for taxpay-
ers as he made a case for 
rationalisation of the direct 
tax structure considering 
the fact that “the tax base 
has expanded”.

Addressing an event 
here on Saturday to mark 
International Customs Day, 
Jaitley said: “In income tax, 
the base has become larg-
er; it’s bound to enlarge. 
And, therefore, charging 
higher rates from few se-
lected groups -- which has 
traditionally been done 
-- is an area which has been 
changing.”

The country’s net direct 
tax collections witnessed 
an increase of 18.7 per cent 
till January 15 this fiscal, 
compared with the corre-
sponding period last year.

With the general elec-
tions due in 2019, the 
government will present 
next year, instead of a full 
Budget, a vote-on-account, 
which only deals with the 
expenditure. 

Besides, new schemes 
and changes to taxation are 
not presented in a vote-on-
account.

Moreover, with major 
states bound for polls this 
year, observers expect the 
budget to be weighed in 
favour of the farm sector 
at a time when data shows 
a dip in agriculture growth 
and the sector under stress.

New Delhi, Jan.28 (PTI): 
The combined market val-
uation of nine of top 10 val-
ued companies surged Rs 
97,931.85 crore last week, 
with TCS and Reliance In-
dustriesBSE 0.00 % Ltd 
(RIL) leading the pack with 
maximum gains. 

HDFC Bank, ITCBSE 
-0.23 %, Hindustan Unilev-
er Ltd (HUL) and ONGCB-
SE -1.07 % were among the 
companies that registered 
gains in their respective 
market capitalisations (m-
cap) during the week to 
Thursday. 

Maruti Suzuki was the 
only company to see a 
decline in valuation. Stock 
markets were closed on 
Friday for the Republic 
Day.

The market valua-
tion of Tata Consultancy 
ServicesBSE -1.79 % (TCS) 
zoomed Rs 31,222.03 crore 
to Rs 5,96,846.16 crore, 
emerging as the biggest 
gainer among the top-10 
entities. 

Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices’ market valuation had 
surged past the Rs 6 lakh 
crore mark on Wednes-
day, becoming the second 
company to achieve the 
milestone after Reliance 
Industries Ltd. 

London, Jan. 28 (IANS):  Re-
searchers have developed a 
new marking system for 
combating the menace of 
counterfeit goods includ-
ing pirated pharmaceu-
ticals, foodstuff, designer 
merchandise and artwork.

This system is “the saf-
est in the world” when it 
comes to clamping down 
on all  types of pirate 
manufacturing, according 
to head of the research 
Thomas Just Sorensen, 
Associate Professor at Uni-
versity of Copenhagen in 
Denmark.

“The system, which 
deploys three rare earths 
among other things, is 
based on randomness, 
which makes it unable to 
be hacked or tampered 
with,” Sorensen said.

The system, detailed 
in the journal Science Ad-
vances, could be on the 
market in a year, according 
to the researchers.

The University of Co-

penhagen has taken out 
a patent on the marking 
system and researchers are 
currently fine-tuning scan-
ning solutions to ready the 
system for manufacturers.

“We estimate that it will 
take approximately one 
year, at which point we 
will be very close to being 
able to put a commercial 
version on the market,” 
Sorensen said.

Researchers estimate 
that the cost of marking 
products will be modest, 
probably not much more 
than one Danish krone 
(around Rs 11).

How does the system 
work?
The system that deploys 
three rare earths -- euro-
pium, terbium and dys-
prosium -- among other 
things, randomly generates 
a fingerprint for a product.

When, for example, a 
luxury watch retailer re-
ceives an inquiry from a 

customer who would like 
to know whether a used 
watch that they are inter-
ested in is genuine or not, 
the watch fingerprint is 
scanned.

The scanned image is 
compared with the watch 
manufacturer’s database 
and if there is not a 100 
per cent match, the mer-
chandise can be termed 
counterfeit.

“As soon as a customer 
asks that an authorised 
dealer checks up on a piece 
of merchandise that was 
meant to be marked using 
the system, an expensive 
wrist watch for example, 
the dealer can access a 
manufacturer database 
to check its authenticity,” 
Sorensen said.

“The probability of two 
products having the same 
‘fingerprints’ -- the same 
digital key -- is so minus-
cule, that in practice, it can 
only be described as non-
existent,” Sorensen added.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday said Aadhaar has lent “great strength” to the 
country’s development and benefits that were earlier 
going into the wrong hands are reaching the intended 
beneficiaries.

“Aadhaar has added great strength to India’s develop-
ment,” Modi said while addressing the 70th foundation 
day of the National Cadet Corps (NCC). 

The Prime Minister decried the practice earlier preva-
lent where such benefits would be funnelled in the name 
of any non-existing entity, exploiting the loopholes in the 
system. 

“Such things will not be possible now,” he said. 
The Prime Minister said he can sense a “feeling of ha-

tred” among people against corruption.
“Earlier people believed nothing happens to the rich 

and powerful. But things are different today. Three persons 
who were formerly Chief Ministers are languishing in jail 
for their corruption,” he said. 

Urging the youth to act against corruption, Modi asked 
them to take a vow to limit the use of cash to buy things and 
instead use BHIM App or other modes of digital transac-
tions. “This is a step towards transparency and account-
ability,” he added.
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Looking for Pioneers

I
t is only two centuries since the Naga people came 
into contact with the British and with modernity. The 
most notable was the introduction of  Western educa-
tion and the gradual conversion of  the Nagas into 

Christianity. These two were the two major factors that af-
fected and brought monumental changes to the Naga so-
ciety. The very reason why at present, the common Naga 
narrative still cannot distinguish whether Christianity or 
Western education brought about this enlightenment. The 
Nagas who were once head hunters and proud of  their 
trophies suddenly shifted their objectives especially in the 
field of  education and their new found professions.

Gradually everyone became a pioneer in some field or 
other. A scenario- the first matriculate from a village was 
celebrated and the person who achieved it was respected, 
and so on and so forth. However with the passage of  time 
it became more like a rush for power and influence. The 
Naga tribes had some experience with the royalty in the 
neighbouring areas. With the stories and legends of  kings 
and queens becoming more common it might have looked 
achievable to all with some form of title. The individual 
worked hard for the titles but their kind worshipped the 
titles for the power it wielded. For the sake of  brevity, the 
Nagas finally learnt even to get titles not through hard 
work but by craft.

The rush for the ‘first’ continues in the 21st century. 
This is in no way to discourage it because it will continue 
as long as human society exists. However, the focus of  
such achievements needs to be clear. All achievements 
clearly are related towards personal growth and the wel-
fare of  one’s immediate kith and kin. Still, one’s achieve-
ment also propels the creation of  opportunities to serve 
the people, which are sought after by most. So if  one’s 
achievements are used only for one’s growth while in a 
profession meant for serving the people, it is wrong.

Nagas also need to differentiate between the first and 
the best. At times these two terms are indistinguishable 
but many a times the first may not always be the best. 
Quantitative and qualitative benchmarking is still new for 
the Naga public. Moreover in real world, pioneers’ work 
becomes failures if  there are no innovators in the future. 
For example, there can be many singers, the first from 
every section, but few musicians and composers. So along 
with the objectives to be the first, refinement is needed to 
be the best. Else, stagnancy creeps in like the present state 
of  Nagaland where mediocrity is being celebrated.

Finally, along with the need to be first in academics 
and one’s profession, Naga society at present direly need 
individuals who will be the firsts on matters of  principle 
and integrity, where it is lacking. Unfortunately, honesty 
and integrity is being branded as a virtue only for the 
foolish. For example, electoral reforms or Clean Election 
Campaign is one of  the most discussed issues at hand. 
This campaign also needs the long list of  pioneers like 
the first convert; the first baptised; the first signatory, the 
first village, the first clan et al. The land need such pio-
neers at present.

Our faith in Jesus is to be like that of a 
trusting child.

One evening many years ago, after saying a goodnight 
prayer with our two-year-old daughter, my wife was 
surprised by a question. “Mommy, where is Jesus?”

Luann replied, “Jesus is in heaven and He’s every-
where, right here with us. And He can be in your heart if 
you ask Him to come in.”

“I want Jesus to be in my heart.”
“One of these days you can ask Him.”
“I want to ask Him to be in my heart now.”
So our little girl said, “Jesus, please come into my heart 

and be with me.” And that started her faith journey with 
Him.

When Jesus’s disciples asked Him who was the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven, He called a little child to come 
and join them (Matthew 18:1–2). “Unless you change and 
become like little children,” Jesus said, “you will never en-
ter the kingdom of heaven. . . . And whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me” (vv. 3–5).

Through the eyes of Jesus we can see a trusting child 
as our example of faith. And we are told to welcome all who 
open their hearts to Him. “Let the little children come to 
me,” Jesus said, “and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these” (19:14).

Lord Jesus, thank You for calling us to follow You with 
the confident faith of a child.
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Like a Little Child The outcry of  the people of  Naga-

land for early solution to the sev-
enty years of  protracted political 

struggle is loud and clear which is grow-
ing louder and louder by the day.  This 
spontaneous overflow of  people’s hue 
and cry and rouble rousing is well found-
ed and befitting which is deserved to be 
commented.  Nagas felt, more than any-
thing else, the urgent need of  the hour 
is solution, not election.  They have suf-
fered enough and no mood to continue 
in this ignominy.  It  is, therefore,  abso-
lutely necessary that election should be 
differed or postpone and solution should 
rather take precedence with all serious-
ness.  It is also high time that solution 
issue should take precedence over all 
other issues.  

Demanding for deferment of  state 
election should not be construed as defi-
ance or disowning of  the representation 
of  the people’s act, 1951 as has been 
wrongly projected by the Gongress Par-
ty before the Government of  India dur-
ing 1998 election.  In fact, provision is 
available in the act for the postponement 

of  election for six months and further 
extension by another ix months and ex-
traneous ground realities. Taking a stroll 
on the quick sands of  public memory, 
the present NPF Government, have pub-
licly promised during the election that, if  
voted to power, they will bring solution 
within three months of  forming govern-
ment.  But till today, no solution is forth-
coming.  One fails to see or come across 
any semblance of  credible attempts they 
have made on their promise.  The erst-
while eight Congress Legislators, who 
were the main opposition in the House 
and who castigated and tormented the 
ruling government on the floor of  the 
House for their corruption and misgov-
ernance had to switch over to the ruling 
elite and become a part of  it.  On this oc-
casion, they have publicly said that they 
have joined the enemy camp for bringing 
solution to the protracted Naga strug-
gle.   One wonders as to what they have 
done for solution.  There is no evidence 
of  any steps or action taken by them on 
this regard too.  Is it not delusion of  the 
noble indent?  People have realized now 

that all these were empty promises just 
to hoodwink the electorate for further-
ance of  their political interest under the 
facades of  solution.  It was a bolt from 
the blue for the people of  Nagaland.  
This was a historic decision which will 
go down in the annals of  the political 
history of  Nagaland.  It was a day of  op-
positionless government when a vicious 
cycle is created where looting spray was 
free for all and sundry.   The aftermath 
of  these ills is what Naga people are suf-
fering from.  They are intercalated be-
tween the table and the deep sea.  On the 
one hand, they are overburdened under 
the weight of  multiple taxation and ex-
tortion.  On the other, they are suffering 
from misgovernance, corruption, unem-
ployment and insufficient unavailability 
of  basic human requirements and suste-
nance on all fronts.  This is a scenario 
where people say that they pay less im-
portance to the election and favors solu-
tion as the most important need of  the 
hour.  Under the crushing load of  social 
malice, people are heart broke.  Many a 
heart is bleeding and sobbing inconsol-

ably and silently in their closet.  Are the 
elected representative and the politicians 
blind to this pathetic condition of  their 
electors?  Are they blind to rural distress?  
Are they blind to the urban ignominy?  
If  they have any concern and love for 
the people and if  they have any tears to 
shed, it is time to shed them now.

Politicians and the political parties 
are the most appropriate forum now to 
approach the Election Commission and 
the Government of  India to apprise the 
urgent need of  the people of  Nagaland 
to stoop with folded hands and beg for 
postponement of  the election and start 
process of  solution with the right earnest 
and seriousness.

Fellow citizens of  Nagaland, have 
courage and be firm on the stand taken.  
We have waited long.  We have enough 
of  patience, we have weathered storm. If  
we fail now, we’ll have back to square one 
and be swallowed by the snake of  mul-
tiple taxation, extortion, corruption and 
misgovernance again.  We have suffered 
enough, enough is enough is enough!

K. Saku Jamir

Thinking that you may receive 
mosquito bites if  you are more 
sweet may not be that far-fetched 
as a new study suggests that mos-

quitoes may abandon hosts who swat at 
them, according to a new study.

The study, published in the journal 
Current Biology, shows that mosquitoes 
can rapidly learn and remember the smells 
of hosts and that dopamine is a key media-
tor of this process.

Mosquitoes use this information and 
incorporate it with other stimuli to develop 
preferences for a particular vertebrate host 

species, and, within that population, cer-
tain individuals.

However, the study also proved that 
even if  an individual is deemed delicious-
smelling, a mosquito’s preference can 
shift if  that person’s smell is associated 
with an unpleasant sensation. 

According to the researchers, hosts 
who swat at mosquitoes or perform other 
defensive behaviour may be abandoned, 
no matter how sweet they are.

“We now know that mosquitoes are 
able to learn odours emitted by their host 
and avoid those that were more defen-

sive,” said co-author of  the study, Chloe 
Lahondere, Research Assistant Professor 
at Virginia Tech in the US.

For the study, researchers demonstrat-
ed that mosquitoes exhibit a trait known 
as aversive learning by training female 
aedes aegypti mosquitoes to associate 
odours (including human body odours) 
with unpleasant shocks and vibrations.

Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are vectors 
for zika fever, dengue fever, chikungunya 
and yellow fever viruses.

Twenty four hours later, the same 
mosquitoes were assessed in a Y-maze 

olfactometer in which they had to fly up-
wind and choose between the once-pre-
ferred human body odour and a control 
odour. 

The mosquitoes avoided the human 
body odour, suggesting that they had been 
successfully trained, the researcher said.

By taking a multidisciplinary ap-
proach and using cutting-edge tech-
niques, including CRISPR gene editing 
and RNAi, the researchers were also able 
to identify that dopamine is a key media-
tor of  aversive learning in mosquitoes.

Source: IANS

The supreme sacrifices made by 
our uneducated first Naga gen-
eration men and women can 
unquestioningly be described as 

the finest example of  honour, dignity and 
valour across the board. We, the present 
generation, have however done nothing 
much more than to chip away the past 
glory and goodness...a brick at a time. We 
have been bartering our honour our iden-
tity and our dignity for the past 70 years 
for money and have yet not learned a les-
son. Rather than be a true example of  a 
Christian State to the non-Christian ma-
jority we have lost sight of  every possible 
Christian values in our routine dealings 
to such an extent that even a street dog 
would bark at us...the so-called Chris-
tians. We have depleted our self-respect 
but still expect Mainland India to respect 
us as equals. 

GoI is absolutely clear in their read-
ing of  the present generation of  Nagas 
as a race that can be compromised with 
economic packages and have patiently 
and leisurely played a game of  ‘divide 
and rule’ with us. The gullible and disu-
nited Nagas have voluntarily played this 
game for 70 years.  Are we the faceless 
Nagas shamelessly acknowledging this 

status? The die-hard old breed amongst 
our National Workers have stood as 
firmly as humanly possible against all 
odds, despite their respective individual 
shortcomings, by not totally compromis-
ing  the dignity and identity of  the Na-
gas. They deserve our undivided atten-
tion and backing. GoI knows that it has 
all the time in the world to phase out the 
last bastion of  old guards and then pur-
chase the remains with their economic 
packages. This is a crystal clear picture 
for the GoI even as we grope around in 
the darkness sans unity.

In a challenging environment such as 
this, can the Nagas find it in us to stand 
together as one solid house and speak as 
one and act as one? At this stage the only 
picture that is emerging is the level of  hy-
pocrisy at its best with all the clandestine 
pre-poll alliances being attempted to be 
forged by all political parties especially 
with the BJP. It clearly shows yet again 
that we are not sincerely focused on “so-
lution before election”. If  we mean what 
we say...preparing for nomination should 
not even be an effort. Our problem is the 
lack of  confidence in ourselves and in one 
another.

For the very first time in a very long 

while our elected representatives in the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly, the 
Apex Tribal Hohos/ENPO and all the 
known Naga Civil Societies along with 
our National Workers are all on the 
same page to unambiguously proclaim 
in unison...”Solution before Election”. 
It is most unfortunate that BJP failed to 
attend even a single consultative coordi-
nation meeting in the past including the 
latest one where other Political Parties 
had responded to the call of  CCNTHCO 
on 27th Jan 2018...after confrontation-
ally announcing “Election for Solution” 
which  is diametrically opposed to the 
will of  the masses. A very strong wind 
of  suspicion is now blowing that the 
State BJP unit will shift their kitchen re-
sponsibility to their High Command like 
the National Congress had done in 1998 
and file nomination with Central Forces 
protecting their action. In an event such 
as this would the Civil Societies be pre-
pared to face the challenge head on? 
Would the NNPGs make a united effort 
to stem the tide? 

The ultimate resolve is to have all 
Political Parties sign a pact and ensure 
that their respective intending candidates 
abstain from filing the nomination. The 

NNPGS can then collectively oversee 
and influence that this is practically fol-
lowed through by all concerned. Inde-
pendent candidates will follow the gener-
al trend. Once this is voluntarily executed 
by all the Political Parties the road ahead 
will be a nonviolent one and a blessing 
for all. GoI will definitely understand the 
ultimate stand of  the Nagas without am-
biguity for a change. The spirit of  1951 
plebiscite will be revived. 

Unlike the past, India cannot black-
out the news of  what is happenings in 
Nagaland from the International Com-
munity. Thus far India has been able to 
claim that the Naga issue is just an inter-
nal domestic issue but this subject will 
get to be scrutinized internationally this 
time not only of  the present status but 
of  the past. The admitted “Unique His-
tory” of  the Nagas by India will have to 
be explained to the entire global family 
to qualify their aggression into the Naga 
Territory. These are some of  the ramifica-
tions if  Nagas can stand our ground for 
once. This is the moment of  truth. This 
is the hour of  reckoning. Do we have the 
courage to act together? This is a million 
Dollar question.

Khekiye K. Sema IAS (Rtd)

Solution  Vs  Election

Mosquitoes May Remember Smells of Hosts: Study

The Hour of Reckoning

The Perils of Negotiating With Defectors — and Surviving 
Vikas Datta | IANS

Title: The Defectors; Author: Joseph Kanon; 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster; 

Pages: 304; Price: Rs 550

It may be the ultimate form of  rejection of  one’s 
origins, families and homeland, but can defection 
to the purported enemy represent an irreversible 
parting of  ways? Can amends be made for it by a 

further betrayal? And can the “traitors”, who have spe-
cialised in deceiving everyone around them for years, 
ever give up their deception?

While there are no definite answers to these ques-
tions or even a standard pattern of  responses, the very 
fact of  asking them can embroil those curious in what 
legendary (and by some accounts, cracked) American 
spy-catcher James Jesus Angleton called the “wilder-
ness of  mirrors” where the truth can be -- and frequent-
ly is -- distorted, elusive and lethal.

And Joseph Kanon’s latest work fully captures this 
moral complexity and ambiguity -- a staple of  the es-
pionage genre’s “stale beer” variant (against the more 
glamorous martini-flavoured aspect -- for instance, the 
cinematic James Bond).

Set in Moscow in 1961, where Khrushchev is still 
in power and the ominous era of  Stalin is not far in the 
past, it is the story of  the strange and eventful reunion 
of  two brothers from an elite American family where 
the elder turned their world upside-down by defecting 
to the USSR.

Over a decade after his flight, Frank Weeks, “the 
man who betrayed a generation”, has obtained per-
mission from his KGB bosses to write and publish his 
memoirs -- in the US no less. And in Moscow for final 
editing of  the manuscript is his younger brother Simon.

Relations between the brothers are not the usual 
sibling rivalry or resentment -- not only did Simon have 
to leave his State Department job after his brother’s 
bombshell (though rising high in the publishing indus-
try), but his sister-in-law Joanne, who fled with Frank, 
was earlier his lover. And then, like his brother, he also 
had served in the secret services during World War II.

But as Simon arrives in drab, paranoid Moscow 
where every fitting can conceal a mike and every per-
son may be keeping a tab on others, especially the rare 
foreigners, his brother, as charming and unpredictable 
as ever, has another bombshell -- he wants to return 
home, trading all the information he has amassed for 

amnesty, resettlement help and protection from his 
former employers.

And Simon, who was always the follower and the 
nice boy, has landed himself  in the role of  arranging 
this -- but as he tries to do so, he is confused as to what 
his brother really wants: A ticket home, or is he plan-
ning some further subterfuge? And where does his wife 
come in?

As matters come to a head through visits to Mos-
cow landmarks -- a chilling scene in the Novodevichy 
convent, clandestine meetings in the Bolshoi Ballet, 
and then a visit to Leningrad, which, in Kanon’s spare, 
evocative prose, “at first glance, was a faded beauty 
that had stopped wearing make-up” and hits a high-
point, through twists and turns, at Vyborg, then the 
suburbs of  Leningrad, but earlier the Finnish town of  
Viipuri.

If  you think that is the end, read on for the narra-
tive, now breathtakingly fast, as it reaches an unsettling 
climax just beyond the Soviet-Finnish border.

Kanon, who began writing his acclaimed, atmos-
pheric Cold War thrillers after a long and distinguished 
innings as a publisher, is fully in the John Le Carre 
mould -- with the clipped but meaningful narrative de-
voted more to mindgames or insights into espionage 
and other deviations of  the human mind and character-
isation, rather than violent action which is not absent, 
but sporadic, unexpected and always shocking. 

Take Simon ruminating: “Every meal a perform-
ance. Saying one thing, knowing another. Something 
no one knew”, or his brother’s KGB minder observing: 
“You see a man every day, you know him” but Simon 
retorting: “I used to see him every day”. But the best is 
by Frank: “It’s a funny word, defector. Latin, defectus. 
Makes it sound as if  we had to leave something behind. 
To change sides. But we were already on this side. We 
weren’t leaving anything.”

Added to the descriptions of  Moscow in an era 
rarely seen and through the rare perspective of  high-
profile defectors who live in comparatively comfort-
able but caged lives, this is a book that aficionados of  
the genre shouldn’t miss at any cost.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at vikas.d@ians.in)

BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 18:1–5; 19:13–14
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the  

kingdom of heaven. 
~  Matthew 18:3

Acclaimed thriller writer Joseph Kanon’s new novel depicting the 
life of high-profile Western defectors in Khruschev’s Moscow in 
the early 1960s. (IANS)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your imagi-
nation is in all likelihood drawing you to 
faraway places, Aries, and you may find 
yourself  daydreaming constantly. At times, 

these dreams may seem to get in the way of  your usual 
rational, linear way of  dealing with everyday life. Re-
member that these dreams have been sent to you for 
a reason and that you should try to comprehend and 
consciously integrate their messages into your every-
day waking life.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Remember 
that there is a spirit in everything around 
you, Taurus. Just because we can’t perceive 
something with our eyes, ears, nose, mouth, 

or fingers doesn’t mean that it doesn’t exist. Pay re-
spect to the force field that surrounds us, and to the 
animate and inanimate forms that exist in our every-
day life. You are apt to perceive life as if  it were a 
prayer today.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Share more 
of  your passion, love, and happiness with the 
people around you, Gemini. Put your energy 
toward a group project and work to co-create 

something much more magical and meaningful than 
anything you could create on your own. You aren’t 
alone in this world, and you will find that you have a 
great deal to learn from working in close relationship 
with other people who share similar ideals.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Drastic shifts in 
your emotions might be causing you to doubt 
certain instincts or feelings you have, Cancer. 
Instead of getting frustrated by your inability to 

make rational sense of these emotions, enjoy the ride that 
they’re offering you. Having these emotions and being able 
to express them freely is a great gift. Don’t try to hide or 
suppress anything you feel. If  it seems like you’re on a roll-
er coaster today, don’t try to jump off halfway through the 
ride. You’ll be much safer if  you stay seated until the end.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today is one of  
those days in which you just want to lie on your 
back on the ground and look up at the clouds, 
Leo. Your artistic mind can easily spot one that 

looks like a dragon, one that is a chair, and one that looks 
just like your mother. Pull someone down onto the grass 
with you and show that person what you see. There is a 
reason why your brain draws attention to certain shapes 
and not others. Find important clues in this information.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re most likely 
going to be very drawn to the things that you can’t 
have, Virgo. Instead of getting upset and frustrated 
by the fact that you aren’t getting what you want, 

look for the lesson in the situation and the reason why you 
really don’t need those things at all. Things with extremely 
high sentimental value may seem very important to you 
right now, but maybe there is an important reason why you 
need to let go and move on from that particular sentiment.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may find 
yourself  staring at a blank page for what seems 
like hours on end while you try to get down on 
paper what you really want to say, Libra. Per-

haps your motivation is flagging. Your mind is soaring in 
the clouds today and it may be hard for it to keep on task. 
However, once you start the act of  writing or whatever 
job you need to finish, things seem to flow to completion 
on their own.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): If  you find 
yourself  needing to do something in order to 
escape your life for a while, Scorpio, then may-
be you need to examine your life more closely. 

Instead of  trying to figure out the best means of  escape, 
try to figure out the best means for making your life more 
enjoyable. Make sure you’re happy with yourself  and 
the things that you’re doing. If  you aren’t, it’s time for a 
change.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Keep 
your fun-loving spirit pure, Sagittarius. Be 
careful that you aren’t making witty conver-
sation or entertaining jokes at someone else’s 

expense. This type of  behavior is likely to come back 
around and haunt you later. Keep things positive at all 
times, especially when you’re tempted to spread infor-
mation about someone that isn’t exactly flattering. To-
day is one of  those days in which you could easily slip 
and get your foot stuck in your mouth.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your 
emotions are likely to deceive you today, so 
be careful about making a judgment about 
something, Capricorn. Make sure that you 

take your time and gather all the necessary facts or else 
you may end up making an impulsive decision that you 
regret later on. The situations and people you encounter 
today are apt to be stubborn, emotional, or unreliable. If  
this is so, simply back away and address these things at 
some other time.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Make your 
time spent with others much richer by contrast-
ing it with time spent absolutely alone, Aquar-
ius. You’ll find that the more energy you can 

focus on yourself  and your own thoughts for a while, the 
more you will have stored up in your emotional battery to 
share with others when you’re with them. Be more selfish 
with your energy in terms of  making sure that your inner 
sanctuary is being tended to regularly.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Attend a lecture 
or some sort of  intellectual discussion in which 
people are actively expressing their ideas and 
strong opinions, Pisces. It’s important for you 

to feel the passion of  another who is incredibly focused 
on his or her dream. Get inspired today by those who 
speak with passion even though you might not necessar-
ily agree with what they’re saying. If  you don’t, feel free 
to respond with an equally passionate retort.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Onward to Europa

Job Creation: Walking But Not Running

It Will Take More Than a Parade to Strengthen 
Trade and Economic Ties with ASEAN

The oceans of Jupiter’s ice worlds might be swimming with life – so why do we keep sending robots to Mars?

Connectivity, institutional linkages and free movement of labour – these are all areas  
India has struggled with over the last decade.

Lee Billings | Aeon

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Nilanjan Banik | thewire.in

... from previous issue
So why then, one might wonder, with so much 

promise for life on Europa, are we lavishing attention 
on Mars? Why are we chasing ice crystals underneath a 
desert instead of  seeking out alien seas?

For one, Europa is much harder to get to than Mars, 
and much less hospitable when you arrive. Current space-
based solar power systems can barely generate sufficient 
electricity from the sunlight available at Jupiter, and the 
meagre nuclear power sources presently available to 
civilian space agencies are, by and large, already com-
mitted to upcoming Mars missions. Due to its powerful 
magnetic field, which acts like a giant particle accelera-
tor, Jupiter also creates an extremely hazardous radia-
tion environment at Europa’s surface, sufficient to give 
a spacesuited human a fatal dose in a matter of  hours. 
Even a robotic orbiter or lander must be heavily shielded, 
at great expense, if  it is to withstand such bombardment.

There is also the question of  penetrating Europa’s icy 

shield. Perhaps abnormally thin regions of  crust could 
be found, allowing a robotic submersible to be slipped 
down a borehole made with mechanical drill or a nucle-
ar-powered melter, but the cost would be staggering – im-
agine the expense and difficulty of  setting up a deep-sea 
oil-drilling platform not in the Gulf  of  Mexico, but on 
another world. In an earlier time of  more plentiful fund-
ing, NASA estimates guessed that even a simple Europa 
orbiter – never mind any tunnelling landers or radioac-
tive cryobots – would cost nearly $5 billion, though later 
efforts suggested a bare-bones mission could be had for 
approximately $2 billion.
Fly a spacecraft through or near a plume, and, who knows, 

you might even catch a flash-frozen fish
Yet the more closely we examine Europa, the more 

its complexities seem to offer a cheaper, faster pathway 
to knowing its ocean. Late last year, a team of  research-
ers used the Hubble Space Telescope to detect plumes 
of  water vapour gushing some 200km out from re-
gions around Europa’s south pole, venting an estimated 
7000kg of  water per second into space. The plumes seem 

to occur when Europa is at its farthest orbital separation, 
suggesting they’re driven by fissures that open and close, 
cyclically, as the moon flexes from Jupiter’s tidal pull.

Whether the plumes are connected to the deep ocean 
itself, or to a population of  smaller, sea- or lake-sized res-
ervoirs closer to the surface, remains unknown. What’s 
certain is that all that vented water should be carrying 
contaminants, too – vestiges of  other physical, chemi-
cal, potentially even biological processes, taking place 
deeper within Europa. Fly a spacecraft through or near 
a plume, and, who knows, you might even catch a flash-
frozen fish.

Only one mission capable of  the task is presently 
funded, the European Space Agency’s Jupiter Icy Moons 
Explorer (JUICE), slated to launch in 2022 and arrive 
at Jupiter in 2030. But JUICE won’t orbit Europa, and 
might only encounter the moon twice on its three-year 
mission, which might not be enough to sample the tran-
sient plumes. At the urging of  the US Congress and the 
Obama administration, NASA is now studying the feasi-
bility of  its own Europa mission. Yet the very same poli-
ticians encouraging NASA to look to Europa have failed 

to give it the true freedom to do so: budgetary squabbling 
has reduced NASA’s targeted pricetag for a Europa mis-
sion to less than $1 billion, which is less than half  the 
cost of  its previous estimates for a bare-bones mission.

Meanwhile, Mars beckons from right next door, and 
we heed the call, like young children setting out to see 
the wide-open world by overnighting in a backyard tent. 
Perhaps it can’t be helped. Perhaps it shouldn’t be. Be-
yond the pressures of  time, energy, and money that make 
exploring Europa seem so prohibitive, there is also the 
problem of  human psychology.

Even if  Mars proves totally, irrevocably dead, one 
can still squint up at its ruddy disk in the night sky, and 
envision a better future for it. Someday, humans might 
walk there, perhaps even live. No one has such dreams 
for Europa. If  Mars is a warped mirror we stare into, 
while imagining ourselves as explorers in some pleasant-
ly familiar frontier future, then Europa must be a locked 
door, or maybe a matte-black monolith, cold and indif-
ferent, an abyss that might, some day, gaze back at us, if  
only we could first convince ourselves to look.

Concluded

Job creation in India had al-
ways been a hotly debated is-
sue as far as ameliorating un-
employment and poverty in 

the country is concerned. Between 
1980 and 1991, before the Big Bang 
liberalization of  1991, employment 
in the economy had a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR) of  2.04%. 
Between 1991 and 2014, the CAGR 
has been 1.43%. What is truly sur-
prising is that during the years 2004-
08, when the Indian economy’s 
growth rates were reaching for the 
sky, the CAGR of  jobs was a mere 
0.12%. More recently, between 2008 
and 2014, the CAGR for job growth 

has been 1.22%. An analysis of  more 
than 900 listed companies with a to-
tal employee base of  5 million shows 
that jobs growth has been good at 
3.7% during FY17 and 4% in FY16. 
Which sectors employ the most peo-
ple? In 2014, construction account-
ed for 13.6% of  total employment, 
trade 10%, transport 4.3%, “other 
services” 4.9% and education 3.1%.

Employment has stagnated over 
the past half  decade. New data de-
rived from Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) ac-
counts suggest that, contrary to the 
jobless-growth narrative, India cre-
ated at least 5.5 million jobs in the 
formal sector in FY18, on top of  
around 4.5 million in FY17 — that 
is, not only are the number of  jobs 

created many times greater than that 
put out by organisations such as the 
Labour Bureau, The data of  employ-
ment status in India shows that job 
creation is walking but yet not run-
ning. 
India needs 10 mn – 12 mn jobs a year
The government has two big chal-
lenges ahead: India needs to create 
some 10m-12m jobs a year. The 
models of  job creation that have 

worked in the past, will not work in 
future. Until the turn of  the century, 
jobs were created in capital-intensive 
sectors. Investment in manufactur-
ing, mining, power plants etc has 
created jobs before. The public sec-
tor banks have been large employers. 
Automation is making that opportu-
nity disappear. Many of  the jobs that 
have disappeared have been blue col-
lared jobs.

Build a world-class academic network
Academic institutions are often ac-
cused of  having a 3-4-year time lag 
before they create the course content 
needed by companies. Higher educa-
tion in India needs more world-class 
teachers who are at the cutting edge 
of  their discipline. Till then don’t 
rush to label every institution as 
“world class”. Wait until it can at-
tract a global classroom ie both stu-

dents and professors.
Encourage startups
India ranks at the 100th when it 
comes to ease of  doing business. The 
criteria for this ranking is a good list 
of  areas for us to improve if  we have 
to help entrepreneurs scale up. The 
areas are: starting a business, dealing 
with construction permits, getting 
credit, protecting minority investors, 
paying taxes, trading across borders, 
enforcing contracts and resolving in-
solvency.
Encourage scale up – not just startup
98.6% of  non-farm businesses have 
fewer than 10 workers. Entrepre-
neurs create jobs for themselves and 
for others. We have to encourage 
them to scale up.

1999-2000 2004-05 2011-12 2013-14 2015-16

371.4 mn 451.3 mn 466.8 mn 475.2 mn 462.5 mn

60.3% 62.2% 54.7% 53.7% 50.5%

Table: Trend in Employment in India between 1999-2000 and 2015-16

Source: IMA, India

Despite the Modi government earning global 
and domestic brownie points by improving 
India’s position on the World Bank’s ‘Ease of  
Doing Business’ rankings, very little is hap-

pening in the way of  scaling up exports to neighbouring 
Asia.

One major reason, among many, is a lack of  agree-
ment over product standardisation between India and 
most other countries in Asia. Exporters many times 
complain they are not able to sell as their products do 
not meet the required quality standards required in a 
foreign land. At a time when the world economy is do-
ing well, it is ironic that India’s trade deficit has wid-
ened to $14.88 billion in December 2017 from $10.55 
billion a year earlier. Sluggish export growth can not 
only dent government’s effort to ‘Make-in-India’, but 
can seriously undermine its ability to create more jobs.

Now it appears India has found a true friend in 
ASEAN. The day of  reckoning from ‘Look East’ to ‘Act 
East’ has finally arrived, with India hosting 10 leaders 
from ASEAN region as chief  guests for the 2018 Repub-
lic Day parade. If  we hope to grab 5% share of  global 
trade by 2020, it is important that we nurture this friend-
ship with the ASEAN region.

Although focus of  this India-ASEAN meeting was 
on maritime cooperation and security, trade and invest-
ment flows are important. Between 2008 and 2016, 
India’s trade with ASEAN region has increased faster 
than two of  its two largest trading partners, namely, Eu-
ropean Union and the United States. Two way trade 
between India and ASEAN has moved from $65.1 bil-
lion in 2015-2016 to $71.6 billion 2016-2017. However, 
this figure is meagre in comparison to China’s $452.3 
billion in 2016.

When it comes to competing in the world economy, 
the Chinese dragon always win hands down against the 
Indian elephant. India’s share in world trade is stuck 

at around 1.8% since 2011, whereas that for China this 
figure is close to 12%. For India catch up at the halfway 
mark by 2020, the export figure need to grow in excess 
of  30% annually. A hard task at hand.

Interestingly, in spite of  all non-tariff  measures and 
higher tariffs directed against Chinese exports, the coun-
try’s trade with ASEAN has flourished. Over the last 15 
years, China has emerged as first or second largest trad-
ing partner with almost all Southeast Asian countries. 
Where China succeeded and India failed is about build-
ing connectivity and institutional linkages with various 
ASEAN countries. China, which shifted parts of  its 
production base to ASEAN region were not only able to 
source raw materials/inputs at a cheaper price but were 
also able to dodge non-tariff  barriers directed against 
their exports.

For India, a strong relation with ASEAN is impor-
tant for five reasons. First, as cost of  production is lower 
in Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar, it means that Indian 
firms can gain significantly by investing in these coun-
tries. Second, investing in these regions meant a bigger 
market for Indian firms. ASEAN region has a combined 
GDP of  $2.7 trillion. Third, Indian firms can evade pro-
tectionist measures (read, Trump factor) targeted against 
their exports if  they start exporting from ASEAN region. 
Fourth, investing in these regions will also ease out some 
of  India’s energy requirements, enabling the Indian to 
access cheaper foreign energy (oil and power) and min-
erals from Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam. Fifth, 
and more importantly, participating in the South-east 
Asian production network will allow India to increase 
its manufacturing base besides creating jobs for its young 
population.

Each year around 12 million people enter the labour 
force in India while roughly 2 million jobs are created. 
Economically well-off  ASEAN nations such as Brunei, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand, can gain from mak-
ing use of  India’s cheap labour. In recent times, labour 
costs in China have increased substantially, and India 
can take advantage of  that. Thanks to strengthening of  

yuan, Chinese labour costs are now only 4% cheaper 
than those in the U.S.

Average wages in China’s manufacturing sector has 
surpassed that of  Brazil and Mexico, and are fast catch-
ing up with Greece and Portugal. This is in contrast to 
India, where manufacturing wages have flattened since 
2010 at just $1 an hour.

There are also other potentially complementary 
elements. Nuclear power in India is yet to be fully 
tapped. Other energy sources, particularly hydroelec-
tric power generation on the Mekong river, can be of  
use to the booming and fuel hungry economy of  In-
dia. Similarly, electric power generations in India are 
mainly coal-based. Indonesia possesses the largest and 
most easily accessible coal reserve in the ASEAN re-
gion. Malaysia sits on huge natural gas reserve. Vi-
etnam is a major exporter of  oil. All this can help 
India. India can gain by becoming a partner for the 
proposed Trans-ASEAN pipeline project. This project 
aims to develop a regional gas grid by 2020, by linking 
the existing and planned gas pipeline networks of  the 
ASEAN member states.

Indian companies too can realign their resources to 
tap the region’s potential.

Companies such as Larsen and Toubro, Adani Port, 
and NTPC Limited can invest in Myanmar with money 
and technical expertise to build infrastructure, such as 
building container dock and coastal ships, power sta-
tions, and cement factories. Indian telecommunication 
companies such as Bharti Airtel and Reliance, have the 
expertise for laying down optical fiber cables and tele-
communication network, something in need for coun-
tries, such as Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos. Indonesia 
offers huge investment opportunity for Indian oil explo-
ration and construction firms, such as Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation Limited.

Indian companies already have many joint ven-
tures with their Indonesian and Singaporean coun-
terparts. For example, Bajaj Auto has a joint venture 
for the assembly and production of  three and two 

wheelers. Tata Motors has a manufacturing facility in 
Thailand. In fact, the Tata group, with 16 companies, 
has designated Singapore as its regional hub. Other 
Indian companies with significant investment in In-
donesia include Aditya Birla Group (Indo-Bharat 
Rayon), S.P. Lohia Group (Indo-Rama Synthetics), 
Ispat Group (Ispat-Indo), and Essar Group (ESSAR 
Dhananjaya).

A robust Indio-ASEAN relation will also opens 
up opportunity for people to people contact. India has 
an abundant supply  of  skilled professionals across in-
dustries and sectors and movement of  natural persons 
such as IT professionals and seafarers. The rise of  e-
commerce, especially in economies like Malaysia and 
Thailand presents an opportunity for Indian IT firms. 
Similarly, India offer a great place for medical tourism 
and education, something that ASEAN counterpart can 
make use of.

However, to keep this India ASEAN relation on 
track it is worthwhile to fully recognise the obstacles 
and bugs.

There are many export items – of  interest both to 
India and ASEAN – which are in negative lists, with 
trade not permitted. A conscious decision is needed to 
reduce number of  non-tariff  barriers such as imposition 
of  anti-dumping measures and phytosanitary sanctions. 
Similarly, to facilitate labour movement between India 
and ASEAN it is essential to have institutions for mutual 
recognition of  standards in India-ASEAN bilateral serv-
ices agreements. For example, in spite of  India having a 
services trade agreement with Japan, Indian nurses, ar-
chitects, and even yoga professionals are yet to get mar-
ket entry.

Likewise, agreements with South Korea that allow 
Indian engineers, consultants and other professionals to 
go and work in South Korea are often met with limited 
success, with recognition of  Indian engineering colleges 
remaining a sore issue.

(Nilanjan Banik is Professor, Bennett University,  
Greater Noida.)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Modi to visit Palestine, UAE, Oman
New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will make a historic visit to Palestine during a trip 
to the Middle East from February 9 to 12 that will take 
him to the UAE and Oman. This will be the first visit 
by an Indian Prime Minister to Palestine and Modi’s 
second visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) after 
August 2015. “The Prime Minister will hold discussions 
on matters of mutual interest with their leaders, apart 
from participating in other events,” the External Affairs 
Ministry said on Saturday night. The visit to Palestine 
comes after the visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to India this month. In Dubai, Modi will 
address the Sixth World Government Summit at which 
India has been extended ‘Guest of Honour’ status. The 
UAE and Oman are home to large numbers of expatriate 
Indians whom Modi will meet.

Foggy Sunday morning in Delhi, 
18 trains cancelled 
New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): It was a cold, foggy Sunday 
morning in the national capital with the minimum tem-
perature recorded at 6.4 degrees Celsius, three notches be-
low the season’s average. Poor visibility due to dense fog 
led to the cancellation of 18 trains. “A total of 18 trains 
were cancelled while seven were rescheduled. Forty-three 
trains were running late from their normal timing,” ac-
cording to Northern Railway. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said the visibility had plummeted to 
100 metres on early Sunday morning.  The day ahead is 
likely to be clear with the maximum temperature likely 
to hover around 21 degrees Celsius. The humidity at 8.30 
a.m. was 100 per cent. Saturday’s maximum and mini-
mum temperature were recorded at 18 and 8.2 degrees 
Celsius respectively.

Two arrested for duping seven by 
promising civic jobs
Hyderabad, Jan. 28 (PTI): Two persons were arrested for 
allegedly cheating unemployed youth with false promises 
of government jobs, Hyderabad police officials said. R 
Rajashekar and R Ramakanth, employees of  private 
firms, duped seven job aspirants by giving them forged 
appointment letters after collecting Rs 3.15 lakh from 
them on the pretext of offering jobs as junior assistants in 
the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation, a release 
from Hyderabad Police said. The two were arrested yes-
terday after the victims approached the police on realising 
that they had been cheated, said officials. A case under 
IPC sections 420 (cheating), 468 (forgery for purpose of  
cheating), 471 (using as genuine a forged document or 
electronic record) and 506 (criminal intimidation) was 
registered, officials added.

Man booked for cheating in Phagwara 
Phagwara, Jan. 28 (PTI): A resident of Jagraon was 
booked for allegedly duping a person of Rs 20.5 lakh, 
police said. The accused, identified as Mandeep, posed 
as Officer on Special Duty to the then Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal, allegedly took Rs 20.5 lakh from 
the complainant Jagdish for getting his daughter a job 
in the police department in September 2016, police said.
The accused even gave two cheques, of Rs 10 lakh and Rs 
10.5 lakh, to the complainant but both bounced, police 
said. Phagwara Superintendent of Police(SP) Parminder 
Singh Bhandal said the accused was booked on the 
charge of cheating.

Two gangsters arrested in Punjab
Chandigarh, Jan. 28 (PTI): Two days after gunning 
down most-wanted gangster Vicky Gounder, Punjab 
police today claimed to have nabbed two more gangsters, 
who were providing financial support and shelter to 
Gounder. “Love and Amritpal Singh have been arrested 
near the gurdwara in Jhabal in Tarn Taran district,” 
Senior Superintendent of Police Darshan Singh Mann 
said over phone. Love is the brother of dreaded criminal 
Gurpreet Singh, alias Gopi Kaura, who was associated 
with Vicky Gounder’s gang, the SSP said, adding that 
Amritpal was a proclaimed offender. “Both of them were 
providing financial support and hide out to Gounder,” 
Mann said. Notably, the Punjab police gunned down 
two gangsters -- Vicky Gounder and his associate Prema 
Lahoria -- in an encounter in Sri Ganganagar district of  
Rajasthan on Friday.  Another person, who sustained 
bullet injuries, died later. The operation was conducted 
by Punjab police’s special wing -- Organised Crime Con-
trol Unit. Gounder was had become a headache for the 
police after he and five other prisoners escaped from the 
high-security Nabha Jail in November 2016. Since then, 
Gounder was successful in dodging the police on several 
occasions. Punjab police had said yesterday that it would 
shift its focus to other dreaded criminals and gangsters in 
the state, including Harry Chattha, Gopi Ghanshyampu-
ria, Gopi Kaura and Jaipal, who were accused in several 
cases of murder and extortion. Punjab Director General 
of  Police (DGP) Suresh Arora had yesterday said as 
many as 17 A-category (dreaded criminals) and 21 B-
category gangsters were believed to be active in Punjab 
as of January 2017.

Women bringing transformation; 
no limits to ‘Nari Shakti’ — Modi 

Inequality more in India, equality 
keystone of Constitution — SC Judge

Govt. to talk to political 
leaders of Triple Talaq bill

Tamil Nadu govt. announces marginal cut in bus fares Cong , BJP continue attacks 
on CPI(M) over fraud charges 

Sealing drive: AAP leaders to 
march to Parliament tomorrow

Shutdown against killings hit life in Kashmir Valley 

Tharoor attacks PM; says it will be Modi’s last Budget

PTI

Protesters throw stones at security forces during a protest against the alleged killing of two youths in  a 
army firing in Shopian district of south Kashmir, in Srinagar on Sunday.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
said “woman power” has contrib-
uted a lot to the positive transfor-
mation seen in the country and 
that there were no limits to “Nari 
Shakti”.

Addressing his monthly “Mann 
ki Baat” radio programme, the 
Prime Minister said that relentless ef-
forts towards self-improvement was 
a feature of Indian society and there 
have been unending endeavours 
against social ills. 

Modi spent a considerable part 
of his speech on the present and past 
achievements of women in several 
fields and said that, if one possesses 
the will, determination and firm re-
solve, “nothing is impossible”.

Quoting a verse from the ‘Skand 
Puran’, he said it means: “A daughter 
is equivalent to 10 sons. The ‘punya’ 
you earn through 10 sons amounts 
to the same as earned through one 
daughter. This underscores the 
importance given to women in our 
society. That is why, women have 
been accorded the status of Shakti.” 

Modi referred to astronaut Ka-
lpna Chawla, whose death anniver-

sary falls on February 1, and said her 
life and work is a message to young 
women, particularly in India, “that 
there are no upper limits to Nari 
Shakti....”

“This woman power binds to-
gether society, family, on the axis 
of unity. Be it the erudition of the 
‘vidushis’ of Vedic period, woman 
power has always inspired us. They 
have always brought glory to the 
nation,” he said referring to Gargi, 
Maitreyee, Meerabai, Ahilyabai 
Holkar and Rani Lakshmi Bai.

The Prime Minister said respect 
for women in the country, their sta-
tus in society and their contribution 
has “proved to be awe-inspiring to 
the entire world since ancient times”.

He said there were many sec-
tors where women were playing a 
pioneering role and were establish-
ing milestones and referred to the 
all-women crew circumnavigating 
the world, Bhavna Kanth, Mohana 
Singh and Avani Chaturvedi, who 
have become fighter pilots and 
Kshamata Vajpayee who the flew 
Delhi-San Francisco flight. 

He mentioned that Matunga in 
Mumbai was the first railway sta-

tion in India managed by women 
and referred to the daredevil stunts 
by the BSF women contingent on 
Republic Day.

The Prime Minister referred to 
President Ram Nath Kovind meet-
ing a group of  women who are 
pioneers - the “first ladies” in vari-
ous fields - and said a book has been 
complied on them so that the entire 
country derives inspiration. 

Modi lauded this year’s Padma 
awardees and said common peo-
ple were being earlier cited for the 
awards “without any recommenda-
tion.” “There is transparency now 
in the selection process. More and 
more ordinary people are getting 
the awards. You may have noticed 
many people not visible in big cities, 
in newspapers or on TV are being 
awarded Padma citations. Now, the 
identity of  the awardee is not the 
deciding factor, rather importance 
of his work is increasing.” 

He also referred to the contribu-
tions of some Padma awardees.

Lauding Sitavaa Jodatti from 
Karnataka and Kerala’s Laksh-
mikutti, Modi said there were many 
gifted women and men who remain 

faceless and failure to recognise them 
would be a loss to society.

Modi talked of the achievements 
of overseas Indians and said that the 
European Union has sent him a cal-
endar which displays contributions 
of Indians in different countries of  
Europe.  The Prime Minister said the 
path preached by Mahatma Gandhi 
was valid for every individual, family 
and society.

Lauding the government’s Jan 
Aushadhi Centres, he said medi-
cines available at over 3,000 centres 
were 50 to 90 per cent cheaper than 
branded drugs in the market.

“The sole aim is to ensure avail-
ability of  quality and affordable 
health service to the poorest of the 
poor.”  Referring to the ecology and 
Clean India mission, Modi lauded 
the efforts of  the people towards 
cleaning Morna river in Maharash-
tra. “Huge social reforms can be 
brought about through mass move-
ments,” he said. 

Modi also appreciated the efforts 
of the Bihar government in forming 
the world’s longest human chain, 
spanning over 13,000 km, against 
social ills in the state.

Vijayawada,  Jan.  28 
(IANS): Supreme Court 
Justice J. Chelameswar on 
Sunday said that though 
inequality is prevalent in 
all countries of  the world 
its prevalence was more in 
India, adding that equal-
ity of  all was the keystone 
of  the Indian Constitu-
tion.

“Inequality is there in 
all countries in different 
forms and due to vari-
ous reasons. (But) In this 
country it is more,” he 
said while delivering a 
lecture on ‘Constitutional-
ism and the Role of  Civil 
Society’.

Justice Chelameswar, 
the second senior most 
Judge of  the apex court, 
said that inequality exists 
in terms of  religion, caste, 
language and region and 
there are historic reasons 
for the same.

He said India was not 
the only country where 
inequality exists. “It is 
there everywhere, even in 
the US, which is seen by 

many as as a heaven on 
earth and the model of  
democracy.” 

The SC Judge said that 
the Indian Constitution 
shows the way on how to 
remove inequality. 

“Equality is the key-
stone of  the Indian Con-
stitution,” he said pointing 
out that Articles 14 to 18 
of  the Constitution direct 
the government to ensure 
equality in all spheres of  
life.

“The Constitution is 
not another book or col-
lection of  few articles. It’s 
an expression of  the way 
of  life a nation, a society, 
chooses to live.”

The apex court Judge 
said the Constitution was 
not merely a political ar-
rangement or rules of  gov-
ernance but something on 
which the future of  the 
country depended.

Justice Chelameswar 
was in Vijayawada in his 
home state of  Andhra 
Pradesh to deliver the K. 
Ravindrarao memorial 

lecture at Siddharth Col-
lege.

On January 12, Justice 
Chelameswar, along with 
three other senior most Su-
preme Court Justices Ran-
jan Gogoi, Kurian Joseph 
and Madan B. Lokur had 
held an unprecedented 
press conference in Delhi 
to raise various issues per-
taining to the Supreme 
Court’s administration, 
including allotment of  sen-
sitive cases. 

Justice Chelameswar 
also expressed displeasure 
over efforts made on the 
social media to link him to 
a political party. 

“Immediately after be-
coming a (Supreme Court) 
Judge, I cut my political 
connections. 

It is not good to talk 
whatever comes to our 
minds because we have 
the freedom to speak,” 
he said.

He made it clear that 
he would not approach the 
government for any posi-
tion after retirement.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (PTI): 
The Government today said 
it would “leave no stone 
unturned” to ensure that the 
triple talaq bill was passed in 
Parliament’s Budget session 
which starts tomorrow, and 
said it would talk to various 
parties for a consensus on 
the issue.

The government met 
leaders of  political parties 
at a meeting in Parliament 
House today and sought 
their cooperation to ensure 
the success of  the crucial 
session where the Union 
Budget will be presented.

The all-party meeting 
was attended by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Union 
ministers Rajnath Singh, 
Arun Jaitley and Ananth 
Kumar, as well as leaders of  
opposition and other parties.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kumar described 
the meeting as “fruitful”, 
and said the prime minis-
ter urged the leaders of the 
parties to make the session 
successful.

“We will leave no stone 
unturned for the passage 
of the triple talaq bill in the 
Rajya Sabha... We will ap-
proach various political par-
ties to evolve a consensus 
for its passage. Like GST 
was passed by consensus, 

this bill seeking to ban the 
practice of instant triple ta-
laq (Talaq-e-Biddat) among 
Muslims will be passed,” he 
said when asked about the 
bill after the meeting.

To a question about the 
demands of  various par-
ties during the last session 
that the bill be referred to a 
select committee, he said it 
was now the property of the 
Rajya Sabha.

“Let the House decide,” 
Kumar said. While the gov-
ernment wants to push the 
passage of  the triple talaq 
bill during the session, it will 
present the Economic Sur-
vey tomorrow after a joint 
address by the president.

The General Budget will 
be presented by the finance 
minister on February 1.

The opposition, howev-
er, said it planned to counter 
the government on issues 
such as incidents of rape and 
other atrocities on women, 
alleged attacks on the Con-
stitution and constitutional 
institutions and the plight 
of traders, besides the recent 
incident of communal vio-
lence in Uttar Pradesh.

The opposition has also 
asked the government to 
allow a discussion on these 
issues during the Budget 
session.

Leaders of  the oppo-
sition parties are likely to 
meet tomorrow to push for 
unity and to discuss ways to 
together corner the govern-
ment.

The BJP Parliamentary 
Party executive will also 
hold a meeting tomorrow, 
which will be followed by 
one of  NDA constituents 
who will also deliberate on 
their strategy for the session.

“We want to raise these 
issues as they are important. 
The government should 
adopt a cooperative attitude 
and allow the opposition to 
raise these issues,” Congress 
leader Pramod Tiwari said.

RJD leader Jaiprakash 
Narain Yadav also said the 
opposition would want the 
government to speak in Par-
liament on issues of public 
importance including com-
munal violence and atroci-
ties on women.

The opposition was rep-
resented at the meeting by 
Congress leaders Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav (SP), D Raja (CPI), 
Kanimozhi (DMK), Derek 
O’Brien and Sudip Band-
hopadhyay (TMC), Tariq 
Anwar (NCP) and Dushy-
ant Chautala (INLD).

Chennai, Jan. 28 (PTI): The Tamil 
Nadu government today revised bus 
fares, reducing them marginally, fol-
lowing protests by opposition parties 
and public, especially students, over the 
recent “steep” hike.

The revision, which will be to a 
maximum of Re one, will come into 
effect from tomorrow, an official release 
said. The DMK, which was among 
the opposition parties demanding a 
full rollback, dubbed the revision as a 
“eyewash” and said it would go ahead 
with tomorrow’s plan of holding state-
wide agitations along with other parties 
to press for their demand.

“We have demanded complete 
rollback of  increase in bus fares. To-
morrow we will stage agitation pressing 
for our demand,” DMK Working Presi-
dent M K Stalin told reporters here.

Chief  Minister K Palaniswami 
said in Madurai that the government 
reduced the bus fares after demands 
from opposition parties and the public.

He said the government had in-
creased the fares due to various reasons 
like hike in fuel prices, procurement 
prices of new buses, rise in salaries and 

other “unavoidable circumstances”.
The government had on January 

19 hiked ticket prices of buses operated 
by transport corporations by about 20 
to 54.54 per cent, drawing criticism 
from all.

According to a government re-
lease, reduction of fares was between 
two paise to 10 paise per km for 
various categories of buses and routes 
such as city, districts, express and ordi-
nary services. In Chennai city, bus fares 
have been cut by Re one across various 
stages. The minimum fare would now 
be Rs 4 and the maximum would be 
Rs 18.

Explaining the reasons behind 
the earlier hike in bus fares, the chief  
minister said the price of diesel, which 
was Rs 43.10 a litre during the DMK 
dispensation, has shot up to Rs 67.23, 
while the cost of  procurement of  
various types of  buses has also gone 
up since 2011. An ordinary bus which 
used to cost Rs 15.72 lakh then, was 
now available for Rs 18.77 lakh while 
ultra-modern buses now cost Rs 34.28 
lakh as against Rs 24.06 earlier.

The amount given as salaries to 

employees of  state transport corpo-
rations has also increased from Rs 
252.37 crore a month in 2011 to Rs 
492.96 crore in 2017, Palaniswami 
said, adding the recent wage pact 
signed with transport unions would 
entail an additional expenditure of Rs 
996 crore a year.

He said the state transport corpora-
tions make a loss of Rs 12 crore daily, 
while the government spent Rs 12,059 
crore between 2011 and 2017 in forms 
of  subsidy and for maintenance of  
buses. The current debt of  transport 
corporations was Rs 18,012 crore, the 
chief minister said.

Tamil Nadu State Transport Cor-
poration workers owing allegiance to 
17 trade unions, including those affili-
ated to the DMK and Left parties, had 
launched a stir on January 4 after talks 
with the state government on wage 
revision failed.

Transport workers had withdrawn 
their eight-day-old long strike on Janu-
ary 11 after the Madras High Court 
appointed an arbitrator to settle their 
wage-related dispute with the govern-
ment.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 
28 (PTI): The opposition 
Congress and BJP today 
continued their attack on 
ruling CPI(M) over the al-
leged ‘financial fraud’ by the 
party state secretary’s son as 
they rejected it’s clarification 
on the matter.

Congress leader and 
former home minister 
Ramesh Chennithala said 
the party cannot merely 
dismiss the issue holding 
that they have nothing to do 
with it. “People of the state 
have the right to know the 
source of income for Binoy 
to carry out business worth 
crores of rupees in Dubai’, 
he said.

Referring to statements 
of  CPI(M) and par ty 
state secretary Kodiyeri 
Balakrishnan that there 
was  no  case  pending 
against Binoy in Dubai, 

he said the party would 
not be able to cover up 
the issue with this kind of  
statement.

BJP State President 
Kummanam Rajasekha-
ran said the ‘mystery’ over 
the alleged financial ir-
regularities of  Binoy has 
not ended though CPI(M) 
came out with many ex-
planations.

BJP National Executive 
member V Muraleedharan 
in an open letter to CPI-M 
General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury asked whether he 
would order an enquiry.

The party said it was 
a “political conspiracy” to 
use the financial dispute be-
tween two persons, if  any, 
as a stick to beat the CPI-
M. The CPI(M) also said 
no case was pending against 
Binoy, who was working in 
Dubai for the past 15 years.

New Delhi, Jan. 28 (PTI): 
AAP leaders will march to Par-
liament tomorrow, demanding 
urgent and concrete action by 
the Centre to immediately put 
an end to sealing of  markets 
in the national capital, a senior 
party leader said today.

Chief  spokesperson of  
AAP’s Delhi unit Saurabh 
Bharadwaj said his party kept 
on saying that the ongoing seal-
ing drive in Delhi was to due to 
conversion charges and changes 
are required in the Delhi Mas-
ter Plan 2021.

Both of  these (conversion 
charges and Delhi Master Plan 
2021) are under the purview of  
the three municipal corpora-
tions, being ruled by the BJP, 

and the Delhi Development 
Authority, Bharadwaj said.

Conversion charge is the 
amount one pays to convert one 
category of property to another, 
for example from residential to 
commercial.

Bharadwaj said AAP lead-
ers would march to Parliament 
tomorrow and try to put pres-
sure on the Centre to bring in 
an ordinance in this regard.

Municipal corporations 
in Delhi have undertaken the 
sealing drive initiated by a Su-
preme Court-appointed Moni-
toring Committee. Commercial 
premises have been sealed for 
failing to deposit conversion 
charges according to provisions 
in Master Plan 2021.

Srinagar, Jan. 28 (IANS): Life across the 
Kashmir Valley was affected on Sunday as 
a shutdown called by separatists against the 
killing of two civilians by the Army crippled 
normal life even as an FIR named a Garhwal 
unit as the culprits.

A large number of people attended the 
funeral procession of the two youths killed 
in Ganowpora village of Shopian district in 
Army firing on Saturday. Security forces did 
not block the mourners.

Sunday being a public holiday, shops, 
markets and other businesses were closed in 
the Valley. Public transport was affected due 
to the separatist shutdown call.

Private transport, however, moved nor-
mally except in areas where restrictions had 
been imposed -- Rainawari, Khanyar, No-
whatta, M.R. Gunj, Safa Kadal, Kralkhud 

and Maisuma areas in Srinagar.
Rail services were suspended between 

Baramulla in north Kashmir and Bannihal 
town in Jammu region.

Internet services were suspended 
in south Kashmir areas while its speed 
was brought down in other parts of  the 
Valley to prevent uploading of  inflam-
matory posts and pictures by anti-social 
elements.

Police said no untoward incident took 
place anywhere in the Valley.

The Army opened fire after a group of  
protesters pelted stones at an Army convoy 
in the village on Saturday. Nine people were 
injured too.

The First Information Report against 
the Army was lodged by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police.

Jaipur, Jan. 28 (IANS): Known for 
his vibrant diction in English, Con-
gress MP and writer Shashi Tharoor 
has often sent twitteratis looking for 
dictionaries but the writer of  the 
just-released “Why I Am A Hindu,” 
reinforced his sustained attack on 
the Hindutva ideology by making 
a direct attack on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and maintained that 
“this is going to be the last Budget” 
of the Modi government - all of this, 
bilingually, in Hindi and English.

Tharoor has often been criticised 
as an “English-speaking elite” and 
therefore his emphasis on Hindi, 
the language spoken or understood 
by a majority in the northern part 
of  India, bears immense political 
relevance.  A regular at the Jaipur 
Literature Festival, he addressed a 
session on his last book “An Era of  
Darkness,” which has, incidentally, 

also been translated into Hindi and 
therefore engaged with the audience 
here in the language. Later, he ad-
dressed a press conference and took 
questions from the visiting media.

Speaking mostly in Hindi, with 
brief  corrections in English where 
required, the Congress MP who 
represents Thiruvananthapuram in 
Parliament said that “this is going 
to be the last Budget of his (Modi) 
government,” and some desperate 
measures like creation of jobs may be 
anticipated from the Budget.

Tharoor made a direct attack on 
Modi by saying: “Jisne kaha ki na 
khaunga aur na khane dunga, who 
aaj pakode ki baat karne lage hain. 
Woh nahi samajhte ki log chai aur 
pakode isliye bech rahe hain kyonki 
jobs nahi hai (The one who said he 
will neither be corrupt nor tolerate 
corruption is today talking about pa-

kodas. He does not understand that 
people are selling tea and pakodas 
only because there are no jobs).”

Responding to a question on 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi, 
Tharoor said that “we must give him 
time to review” the measure of his 
party. “Rahul Gandhi is not a reluc-
tant politician. We saw him in Gu-
jarat -- he was travelling all the time 
and has shown his work,” he said in 
response to a question that had billed 
Rahul as a “reluctant politician”.

Meanwhile, his sustained attack 
on the ideology of  Hindutva con-
tinued on the second-last day of the 
Jaipur Literature Festival. 

He ends his book by arguing 
that there is a need to “take back 
Hinduism,” and has propelled a 
relentless critique of  the ideology 
in almost each of his recent public 
appearances.
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News IN BrIef
UAE’s shopping mall displays 
world’s largest gold ring
Dubai, Jan. 28 (IANS): Shopping mall Sahara 
Centre in Sharjah, one of the seven sheikhdoms of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), said on Sunday that it is 
displaying the world’s largest gold ring, Najmat Taiba 
(Arabic for ‘Star of Taiba’). Customers at the mall can 
enjoy an opportunity to view the $3 million masterpiece, 
Xinhua news agency reported. The 21-carat Najmat 
Taiba, which has been recognised by the Guinness 
Book of  World Records and endorsed by the World 
Gold Council, weighs 63.856 kilograms and is studded 
with 5.1 kilograms (11 pounds) of  precious stones 
and diamonds, as well as 615 Swarovski crystals. The 
Najmat Taiba cost its owner only $547,000 to make back 
in 2000, when gold was priced at about $250 an ounce. 
Gold prices has since soared and are now trading high 
at about $1,497.50 on Sunday’s market, giving the ring a 
value estimated at $3 million, said the statement.

Five IS militants killed by Iranian 
forces
Tehran, Jan. 28 (IANS): Iranian security forces killed 
five Islamic State (IS) militants in Iran on Saturday, 
official said. The clash followed the incursion of  a 
21-member team of the IS into the country through 
the western borders. In the day-long clash, 16 other IS 
militants were arrested, Xinhua reported. According to 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), following 
the intelligence activities by its forces, the terrorist cell 
affiliated to IS were identified and the clashes erupted 
on Saturday morning in the west of  Iran. Last year, 
six assailants attacked Iran’s parliament and Imam 
Khomeini mausoleum in capital Tehran, whereby at 
least 17 people died and 52 others injured. All the six 
assailants involved in the attacks were killed. The IS has 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. 

Yemen president orders his 
forces to cease fire in Aden
Aden, Jan. 28 (PTI/AFP): Yemen President 
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi today ordered his forces to 
cease fire immediately in interim capital Aden after 
fierce clashes with southern separatists. The call came 
in a communique issued by Prime Minister Ahmed bin 
Dagher to the commanders of government forces in the 
southern port city. “Based on instructions from President 
Hadi, supreme commander of the Yemeni armed forces, 
and after talks with the Arab coalition... you must order 
all military units to cease fire immediately,” said the 
communique seen by AFP. It ordered government forces 
“to return to base”, and said all positions taken today 
should be vacated by all sides unconditionally.

China calls for Japan’s joint 
efforts to advance ties
Beijing, Jan. 28 (IANS): Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi on Sunday urged Japan to make joint 
efforts to bring bilateral ties back to the track of sound 
development. Wang held talks with visiting Japanese 
Foreign Minister Taro Kono in Beijing on Sunday, 
Xinhua news agency reported. Describing Sino-
Japanese relations as being at a crucial stage, Wang said 
China had noticed the recent positive comments of the 
Japanese side and hoped Japan would put its words 
into action. Kono is on an official visit to China from 
January 27-28. 

WWII bomb defused in Hong Kong
Hong Kong, Jan. 28 (IANS): The Hong Kong Police 
on Sunday successfully defused a World War II bomb 
after an hour-long operation. No casualties or loss of  
property was reported. The 1,000-pound bomb was 
discovered by workers at a construction site in Wanchai 
district in downtown Hong Kong on Saturday. It is the 
second time that Hong Kong has found a WWII bomb 
in the downtown area, Xinhua news agency reported. 
The police began the bomb disposal work on Saturday 
after evacuating about 1,500 people, and finished the 
operation on Sunday afternoon. At a news conference 
on Sunday, Tony Chow, senior bomb disposal officer 
with the Explosive Ordinance Disposal Bureau, said 
the entire bomb disposal team of the Hong Kong Police 
went to the construction site to carry out the operation.

Kabul, Jan. 28 (PTI/AFP): 
Afghanistan today declared 
a day of  national mourning 
as the toll for those killed by 
a huge bomb hidden in an 
ambulance in Kabul topped 
100 people, sharply raising ten-
sions after insurgents struck in 
the city for the second time in 
a week.

At least 103 people were 
killed and 235 wounded in 
yesterday’s lunchtime attack 
claimed by the Taliban, which 
caused panic in the war-torn 
capital and overwhelmed its 
hospitals.

Kabul remained on high 
alert as the presidential palace 
declared a national day of  

mourning for today, with flags 
flying at half-mast. The attack 
was one of the worst to strike 
the capital in recent years.

Central Kabul was unusu-
ally quiet yesterday, a normal 
workday in Afghanistan, with 
little traffic and few people on 
the street.

In contrast, security check-
points have been beefed up, par-
ticularly in the streets near the 
blast scene, as the city braced 
for the possibility of  further 
violence.

A security alert issued 
on Sunday warned that the 
Islamic State group -- which 
claimed a deadly attack on 
Save the Children’s office 

in Afghanistan’s east on 
Wednesday -- was planning 
to attack supermarkets and 
shops in Kabul frequented by 
foreigners.

US President Donald 
Trump called for “decisive ac-
tion” against the Taliban over 
the assault as other interna-
tional leaders also condemned 
the attack.

Afghan authorities gave 
an updated toll today for those 
killed and maimed in the huge 
blast.

“Unfortunately a number 
of wounded people have died 
in hospital. The number of  
martyrs is now 103 and wound-
ed is 235,” Interior Minister 

Wais Barmak told reporters.
Health ministry spokesman 

Waheed Majroh told reporters 
earlier today that most of the 
injured were men.

Ordinary Afghans took to 
social media to express their 
anguish and sorrow at rap-
idly worsening security as the 
Taliban and IS militants step 
up attacks on Kabul, turning 
it into one of  the deadliest 
places in Afghanistan for 
civilians.

“We are so heartbroken in 
Kabul that we don’t know how 
to start our new day,” Freshta 
Karim wrote on Twitter.

“Shall we stay home or 
go to work, shall we meet our 
friends and cry or shall we force 
ourselves to create an illusion 
of hope? How are you starting 
your day in Kabul?” 

Naser Danesh tweeted: “In 
Kabul starting a day without 
explosion, it would be a sur-
prise. One could only imagine 
that kind of a day.” 

On Facebook, Naweed 
Qaderi wrote: “It is a big 
shame for the government, 
they repeatedly fail to protect 
people. The leaders must lose a 
son or daughter to feel the pain 
of poor people.” 

The blast happened in a 
crowded area of the city where 
several high-profile organisa-
tions including the European 
Union have offices.

The force of the explosion 
shook the windows of  build-
ings hundreds of metres away 
and caused some low-rise struc-
tures in the immediate vicinity 
to collapse.

The scene of  the attack 

was scattered with body parts, 
blood and debris. Children 
were among the wounded.

The gover nment  has 
blamed the Taliban-affiliated 
Haqqani Network, which Af-
ghan and Western officials 
suspect of  involvement in at 
least some of the recent attacks 
in the capital.

The suicide bomber passed 
through at least one checkpoint 
in the ambulance, saying he 
was taking a patient to Jamhu-
riat hospital, an interior minis-
try spokesman said yesterday.

“At the second checkpoint 
he was recognised and blew 
(up) his explosive-laden car,” 
Nasrat Rahimi said.

Rahimi told a news con-
ference later that most of  the 
victims were civilians. Four 
suspects had been arrested.

The attack came exactly a 
week after Taliban insurgents 
stormed Kabul’s landmark In-
tercontinental hotel and killed 
at least 25 people, the majority 
foreigners.

But there is still confusion 
over the true toll from that at-
tack with conflicting figures 
given by officials and Afghan 
media reporting higher num-
bers.

Some foreign organisations 
are reassessing their presence in 
Afghanistan following the spate 
of deadly violence.

The Aga Khan Foundation 
is moving its foreign staff  out 
of the country, several sources 
told AFP. 

At least one Western hu-
manitarian group is relocating 
its foreign staff  to other cities 
in Afghanistan, a source said.

Kabul, Jan. 28 (IANS): A day after 
the deadliest Taliban-suicide bomb-
ing in months that hit the heart of  
Kabul and left 103 dead, the oppo-
sition demanded the resignation of  
the National Unity Government-
led by President Ashraf Ghani.

Following the two deadly at-
tacks in a week, a number of politi-
cians asked the government and top 
security officials to step down from 
their positions.

“The National Unity Gov-
ernment has extremely failed to 
perform its responsibilities,” Ari-
ana News quoted Anwar ul-Haq 
Ahadi, Head of the New National 
Front of  Afghanistan, as saying. 
“They were supposed to resign two 
years ago, but they are shamelessly 
continuing to stick on the chairs.”

Blaming the government lead-
ers for their failure to maintain 
security, a member of  another 
political party claimed that security 
officials were involved in political 
negotiations.

“Instead of  preventing the 
deadly attacks, security officials 
are trying to create cases for their 
political opponents,” said Jafar 
Mahdavi, a senior member of  
Mehwar-e Mardom-e Afghanistan.

“The security officials must 
resign and accept that they cannot 
perform these jobs,” said Hashim 
Alokozai, Head of the Security and 
Defence Commission of the Upper 
House of  Parliament. “They are 

busy with political parties and want 
to negotiate deals and our people 
are getting killed.”

Despite harsh criticism by poli-
ticians, security officials during a 
press conference on Sunday said 
their resignation was not the solu-
tion.

Mohammad Masoom Stanek-
zai, the chief  of  National Direc-
torate of Security (NDS) claimed 
they have arrested about two hun-
dred suspects in connection with 
the terrorist attacks in the past 
one week. The NDS official Fa-
cebook page shows the Agency 
has prevented one suicide attack 
and arrested some Islamic State 
militants in Kabul during the last 
three months.

Meanwhile, a spokesman for 
the Interior Ministry claimed that 
Afghan police have foiled 30 sui-
cide attacks in the last three weeks.

“We have foiled 30 suicide plots 
in the last three weeks,” said Nusrat 
Rahimi, deputy spokesman for the 
interior ministry. “The assailants 
have succeeded to conduct only 
three attacks.”

The death toll in Saturday’s 
horrific bombing has risen to 103, 
with 235 others injured. 

The Taliban group had claimed 
responsibility for the bloody at-
tack, admitting a suicide bomber 
blew up an ambulance laden with 
explosives in the central part of  
Kabul city.

United Nations, Jan. 28 
(IANS): UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has 
decided to send a representa-
tive to attend the Russian-
brokered intra-Syria talks 
in Sochi.

Guterres has designated 
Staffan de Mistura, UN 
special envoy for Syria, to 
participate in the Congress 
of the Syrian National Dia-
logue scheduled for Monday 
and Tuesday in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, Xinhua 
quoted Stephane Dujarric, 
the spokesman, as saying on 
Saturday.

Guterres made the deci-
sion after being briefed by 
de Mistura and taking into 
account the statement by 
Russia that the outcome of  
the Sochi talks should be 
brought to Geneva as a con-

tribution to the intra-Syrian 
talks process under the aus-
pices of the United Nations, 
said the statement released 
in Addis Ababa.

“The Secretary-General 
is confident that the congress 
in Sochi will be an important 
contribution to a revived 
intra-Syrian talks process un-
der the auspices of the UN 
in Geneva,” said Dujarric.

De Mistura has just con-
cluded a special round of  
intra-Syria talks within the 
framework of  the Geneva 
process. The talks were held 
in Vienna, Austria, for lo-
gistic reasons. De Mistura 
on Friday called for political 
will for the peaceful resolu-
tion of the Syria crisis.

Guterres is in Addis 
Ababa for an African Union 
summit.

Bogota, Jan. 28 (IANS): Four police of-
ficers were killed and 42 others injured on 
Saturday when a bomb exploded outside 
a police station in Colombian city of Bar-
ranquilla, police said.

The Colombian National Police 
Director General Jorge Hernando Nieto 
termed the attack “demented” and said: 
“I express all our solidarity ... with the 
families of the four police who have died 
thus far and with the more than 40 police 
who suffered some type of injury.” 

The attack occurred when officers 
were lined up during a shift change, Efe 
quoted the commander of that city’s Met-
ropolitan Police force, General Mariano 
Botero, as saying. He said that an explo-
sive device had apparently been placed in 
one of the station’s walls.

An individual activated the bomb by 
remote control, according to Botero, who 
said the station’s central patio was left in 
ruins, with debris and police helmets scat-
tered everywhere.

The attack was initially thought to 
have been a grenade blast, but a suspect 
had been arrested nearby with a notebook 
and communications gear.

Authorities are trying to determine 
whether the explosion was related to a 
separate, nearly simultaneous attack near 
Barranquilla on an armored truck used to 
transport valuables.

Barranquilla Mayor Alejandro Char 
said earlier that he believed organised-
crime elements had carried out the attack 
on the station in retaliation for blows the 
police has dealt drug traffickers in Bar-
ranquilla and other parts of Colombia’s 
Caribbean coast.

Davos, Jan. 28 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump has said he is not aware 
of any invitation to the royal wedding 
of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.

On whether he had received an 
invite for the May 19 wedding, Trump 
told British journalist Piers Morgan 
here: “Not that I know of”.

He said Prince Harry and Markle 
looked “like a lovely couple”.

American actress Markle was a Hil-
lary Clinton supporter in the 2016 US 
election, and has referred to Trump as 
“divisive” and a “misogynist”, BBC re-
ported. Trump said he had been offered 
two visits to the UK this year by British 
Prime Minister Theresa May -- a work-
ing visit in the summer and a state visit 
in the autumn, Morgan tweeted.

Islamabad, Jan. 28 (PTI): A 
Polish climber was presumed 
dead after rescuers called off  
efforts to recover him from 
Nanga Parbat, one of the high-
est mountains in the world, a 
Pakistani official said today.

Tomasz Mackiewicz of  
Poland and Elisabeth Revol 
of France were trying to climb 
the 8,126-metre-tall Hima-
layan peak located in the Gilgit-
Baltistan region of Pakistan and 
known as the ‘killer mountain’ 
among the mountaineer com-
munity.

The two went missing on 
Thursday after sending a mes-
sage that they were reportedly 
stuck at more than 7,500 metres 
altitude in freezing temperature.

Two Pakistan Army heli-

copters started operation yester-
day on the request of the Polish 
and French embassies with the 
help of climbers from Poland, 
who separately were trying to 
scale K-2 in the same region.

Karrar Haidri, a top official 
in the Pakistan Alpine Fed-
eration, said the four volunteer 
were airlifted to the Nanga Par-
bat and dropped as close to the 
two climbers as the helicopters 
could go.

“They were able to rescue 
Elisabeth Revol but could not 
reach Tomasz Mackiewicz,” 
Haidri said.

Later, Haidri said that 
Mackiewicz has been “pre-
sumed dead”. He said the res-
cuers left the body at 7,400 
meters as they could not bring 

it down.
“The rescue of  Tomasz 

is unfortunately not possible 
because of  the weather and 
altitude it would put the life of  
the rescuers in extreme danger,” 
wrote Ludovic Giambiasi, a 
friend who is posting regular 
updates on Facebook, “It’s a 
terrible and painful decision. 
We are in deep sadness. All 
our thoughts go out to Tomek’s 
family and friends. We are 
crying.” 

Revol was later shifted to 
Islamabad and local TV footage 
showed her in a good condi-
tion.

Mackiewicz had tried to 
climb it on winter for six times 
but could not succeed, accord-
ing to Haidri.

Washington, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
US casino mogul Steve Wynn 
has resigned from his position 
as finance chairman for the Re-
publican National Committee 
(RNC) amid sexual misconduct 
allegations.

RNC Chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel said she accepted 
Wynn’s resignation on Saturday, 
CNN reported on Sunday.

“Today I accepted Steve 
Wynn’s resignation as Repub-
lican National Committee Fi-
nance Chair,” she said in a state-
ment.

Wynn is facing allegations 

of sexual misconduct by dozens 
of  former and current women 
employees at his resorts. The al-
legations were published in The 
Wall Street Journal on Friday.

“Effective today I am resign-
ing as Finance Chairman of the 
RNC,” Wynn said in a statement 
on Saturday.

“The unbelievable success 
we have achieved must continue. 
The work we are doing to make 
America a better place is too 
important to be impaired by this 
distraction. I thank the President 
for the opportunity to serve and 
wish him continued success.”

According to the Wall Street 
Journal, Wynn frequently de-
manded naked massages from 
female employees, sometimes 
pressuring them for sex.

The newspaper said the ac-
tivity had gone on for decades 
and that some female employees 
had complained to supervisors 
about Wynn’s behaviour, the 
New York Times reported.

Some women hid in bath-
rooms or made up appointments 
in record logs to make it look as 
if  some of their colleagues were 
busy.  The gambling industry 
giant paid $7.5m (£5.2m) to one 

manicurist who alleged she had 
been forced into sex by Wynn, 
the paper claimed.

Wynn has however denied 
the allegations. “The idea that 
I ever assaulted any woman is 
preposterous,” he said in a state-
ment, according to CNN. 

“We find ourselves in a 
world where people can make 
allegations, regardless of  the 
truth, and a person is left with 
the choice of  weathering insult-
ing publicity or engaging in 
multi-year lawsuits. It is deplor-
able for anyone to find them-
selves in this situation.”

Washington, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
About 30,000 people demonstrated 
in US in an annual Walk for Life 
campaign against abortion.

The protesters on Saturday 
holding a huge banner, which reads 
“Abortion HURTS Women,” 
walked down Market Street in 
downtown San Francisco in the 

US western state of California.
The rally is part of  a nation-

wide event organised by the Walk 
for Life Organisation in protest of  
abortion with strong support for 
the lives of  unborn children and 
their families, Xinhua reported.

The demonstration is held eve-
ry January 22 on the anniversary 

of Roe v. Wade, the US Supreme 
Court decision that legalised abor-
tion. The Supreme Court legalised 
abortion nationwide in a landmark 
ruling 45 years ago.

In 1973, the Supreme Court 
issued the famous Roe v. Wade de-
cision with a 7-2 vote that affirmed 
the legal right of women to have 

an abortion under the 14th amend-
ment to the US Constitution.

The organiser of  the annual 
event, the Walk for Life Organi-
zation, said on its website that 
the rally is held “to reach out to 
women harmed by abortion” and 
“to inform society of the damage 
done to women by abortion.”

A week ago, US President 
Donald Trump attended the 45th 
March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. and proclaimed January 22, 
2018 as National Sanctity of Hu-
man Life Day. “We are protecting 
the sanctity of life and the family as 
the foundation of our society,” he 
said at the rally.

Kabul on high alert after toll tops 100; declares day of mourning
Afghan government asked to resign 
following deadly bombings

UN to attend Syria 
talks in Sochi

Four killed in attack on 
Colombia police station

Trump ‘not aware’ of 
royal wedding invite

Pak killer peak claims Polish climber’s life

US casino magnate quits as Republican finance chair

Thousands demonstrate in San Francisco against abortion

AP/PTI

Palestinians hold effigies of the U.S. President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence during a protest in Aida refugee camp in the 
West Bank city of Bethlehem, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018.

Standing loud

AP/PTI

A member of Afghan security forces walks past the site of Saturday’s suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, 
Jan. 28, 2018. President Donald Trump is condemning “the despicable car bombing attack” in the Afghan capital 
of Kabul.
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S
anjay Leela 
Bhansali’s “Pad-
maavat”, despite 
protests marring 
its screening 

in some states, is set to 
march past the Rs 100 
crore mark in its opening 
weekend in India, say 
trade experts.

The Deepika Padu-
kone, Shahid Kapoor and 
Ranveer Singh starrer 
opened to mixed reviews 
on January 25 -- a day 
before the Republic Day 
holiday -- but paid previews 
on January 24 had given its 
earnings a jumpstart. 

According to Vi-
acom18 Motion Pictures, 
the film minted Rs 5 crore 
from paid previews on 
January 24, followed by Rs 
19 crore January 25, Rs 32 
crore January 26 and Rs 27 
crore on January 27, taking 
the cumulative total to Rs 
83 crore.

Ranveer is all “smiles”, 
while Deepika described 
the box office figures as 
“absolutely unbelievable” 

and Shahid celebrated the 
response by tweeting “balle 
balle”.

Trade analysts are 
confident that the movie 
will cross the Rs 100 crore 
mark with Sunday’s collec-

tions, giving the magnum 
opus a promising opening 
weekend figure.

Trade analyst Atul Mo-
han tweeted on Sunday: 
“’Padmaavat’ had a big 
Saturday with Rs 27 crore, 

which brings its total to Rs 
83 crore. Will march past 
Rs 100 crore today.”

Mohan is confident the 
movie’s first week collec-
tions will amount to Rs 
180 crore to Rs 210 crore.

Another trade expert 
Taran Adarsh said “Pad-
maavat” has continued to 
“sparkle” at the box office.

“Business on Saturday 
(after a big holiday on Fri-
day) was exceptional. Will 
comfortably cross Rs 100 
crore mark today,” he said.

Ranveer, who essays 
Alauddin Khilji in the 
film, tweeted a photograph 
in which he looks visibly 
happy with all the praise 
coming his way.

“All smiles,” he cap-
tioned it.

“Padmaavat”, based on 
16th century poet Malik 
Muhammad Jayasi’s poem 
“Padmavat”, was caught 
in a row after protests from 
Shri Rajput Karni Sena 
which contended that it 
distorts historical facts 
and dents the pride of the 
Rajput community.

As a result of the 
violence that ensued, the 
movie did not release in 
Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh.

IANS

L
egendary playback singer Asha 
Bhosle will be conferred with 
Yash Chopra Memorial Award 
for her outstanding contribution 
to the Hindi film industry.

Bhosle, 84, whose illustrious music 
career spans nearly seven decades and 
recorded over 11,000 songs in 20 differ-
ent languages, has been a selected for the 
award instituted in the memory of the 
filmmaker.

The award jury members comprising 
Chopra’s wife Pamela Chopra, filmmakers 
Boney Kapoor, Madhur Bhandarkar, sing-
er Alka Yagnik, actor Padmini Kohlapure, 
scriptwriter Honey Irani, and Anu and 

Shashi Ranjan made the announcement 
last evening here. Bhosle will be presented 
with the award on February 16, where 
Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao 
will be the Chief Guest.

The list of previous recipients include 
the likes of melody queen Lata Man-
geshkar and actors Amitabh Bachchan, 
Rekha, and Shah Rukh Khan.

The award has been instituted by MP 
T Subbarami Reddy in the memory of  
Chopra, who died in 2012, in association 
with Anu Ranjan and Shashi Ranjan.

The award also carries a cash prize of  
Rs 10 lakh. 

PTI 

R
apper Jay-Z found US 
President Donald Trump’s 
infamous comments regarding 
immigrants from countries 
such as Haiti “hurtful and 

disappointing”.
The Grammy winning musician shared 

his thoughts on a range of topics, includ-
ing the #MeToo movement and Trump’s 
recent “sh**hole countries” comments, 
reports CNN.

“It is disappointing and it’s hurtful. 

Everyone feels anger, but after the anger, 
it’s real hurtful. Because it’s looking down 
at a whole population of people, and it’s 
so misinformed, because these places have 
beautiful people and beautiful everything.

“This is the leader of the free world 
speaking like this… somewhere along 
his lineage something happened to him. 
Something happened to him, and he is ex-
pressing it in this sort of way,” Jay-Z said. 

What does he feel on Trump’s actions 
during his presidency, particularly as they 
pertain to African-Americans and the 
dropping black unemployment?

Denying that the action does not make 
Trump a good leader, Jay-Z said: “It’s not 
about money at the end of the day. Money 
doesn’t equate to happiness. It doesn’t. 
That’s missing the whole point. You treat 
people like human beings. That’s the main 
point.”

On the #MeToo movement aimed 
at gender equality and the end of sexual 
harassment, Jay-Z said: “It’s almost like we 
normalized sexual harassment. For women 
to go to work knowing that this sort of  
abuse was happening every day, you can 
look logically and say, ‘Why would you 
stay there?’.

“What is the alternative? You have to 
survive in America. In order to survive, 
you have to normalise it. So for it to get 
uncovered and the world to correct itself  
-- this is what has to happen.”

IANS

S
inger Fergie took 
her four-year-old 
son Axl Jack 
with her while 
she filmed for her 

new singing show “The 
Four”.

The “Life goes on” 
singer shared a montage of  
the pair’s day on Twitter. 
It featured her son dancing 
to some of the music that 
was being played, reports 
people.com.

“Bring your cool kid 

to work day,” she tweeted, 
as the montage played “It 
takes two” by Rob Base 
and DJ EZ Rock.

The Black Eyed Peas 
member shares Axl with 
former husband Josh 
Duhamel.

Fergie also discussed 
how she kept up a healthy 
work-life balance.

“As any hard-working 
mom knows, it is a delicate 
balancing act that I have to 
be juggling all of the time 
with the different sched-
ules, the family schedules, 
the work schedules, I’m 
constantly having to have 
boundaries, make sure that 
all of those hours are in 
and it’s a balanced lifestyle 
because I’ve got so much 
on my plate that sometimes 
I’m just a tired mom!” she 
said.

She added: “I’ve always 
worked all my life so I 
kind of have gotten used to 
balancing and trying to bal-
ance it all. The thing that I 
would like to get more of  
in 2018 is a little bit more 
me time, just to chill.”

IANS

F
ormer beauty 
queen Sush-
mita Sen will add 
panache to the 
Lakme Fashion 

Week (LFW) Summer/Resort 
2018 ramp as the showstopper 
for brand Kotwara by Meera 
and Muzaffar Ali.

The veteran designers, 
known for their elegance per-
sonified creations inspired by 
the traditions of Awadh, will 
present Samanzar - A Garden 
of Flowers at LFW, read a 
statement.

Chikankari has seen a 

sea change with Kotwara in-
novations with the addition of  
zardozi, aari and muqqaish to 
this craft, and the creation of  
memorable silhouettes blend-
ing the old with the new under 
the eclectic design sensibilities 
of Sama Ali, daughter of the 
two designers.

In the forthcoming season, 
Kotwara will present a range 
of exotic occasion wear gently 
textured with softly coloured 
pearls and sequins on ara-
besque forms.

From flowing capes and 
shrugs to the sharara and sari, 

the silhouettes are in the clas-
sic Kotwara style reminiscent 
of the glory of Awadh. 

Fine muslin and sheer 
chiffons blended with velvet 
and brocade embellished 
with zardozi and chikankari 
techniques create an intriguing 
collage of textures. The palate 
is stark - with whites contrast-
ed against black with a touch 
of vintage rose and gold.

LFW Summer/Resort 
2018 begins here from Janu-
ary 31. It will conclude on 
February 4.

IANS

Filmmaker Steven Spielberg is reportedly plan-
ning to film “Indiana Jones V” before working 
on the new adaptation of the Broadway musical 
“West Side Story”. The Academy Award-win-
ning director plans to shoot the fifth instalment of  
the action, adventure film franchise in 2019, with 
a goal of having it released in 2020, reports ace-
showbiz.com. In September 2017, it was reported 
that the script for “Indiana Jones V” had been 
written, but it is unknown if it needs to undergo 
a rewriting. Plot details of the film are not out yet 
either. (IANS)

‘Indiana Jones V’ to begin filming in 2019

‘Padmaavat’ set to cross Rs 100 
crore in opening weekend

Asha Bhosle to receive Yash 
Chopra Memorial Award

Jay-Z finds Trump’s 
immigration comments hurtful

Footwear thrown at ‘Baahubali’ 
actress; man detained

Fergie takes son to show’s set

Sushmita Sen to be Kotwara’s showstopper at LFW

A
ctress Sharon Stone hopes 
disgraced Hollywood 
producer Harvey Weinstein 
goes to jail.

However, she said all 
men accused of sexual misbehaviour 
should not share the same fate. 

“In every crime, there are misde-
meanours and felonies, and I think if  

someone’s committed a misdemean-
our they can’t be treated like they 
have committed a felony. You can’t 
charge someone for murder when 
they have got a parking ticket,” said 
Stone. 

Her comments are the same as 
actor Matt Damon, who was criti-
cised by #MeToo campaigners for 

saying there is a “difference 
between patting someone 
on the butt and rape or 
child molestation”, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

Stone condemned 
Weinstein, saying: “I hope 
he goes to jail.” 

She called him 
“coarse, mean, vio-
lent and abusive”.

“He thinks 
he’s a big martyr 
but he’s a pisher, 
a nobody,” she 
added. 

On how 
women should 
deal with preda-
tory men, Stone 
said: “We have 
two legs. You can 
leave a room. You can 
say ‘stop it’. You have an 
opportunity not to partici- pate.”

“Harassment doesn’t start when you get 
to Hollywood. It starts when you are little. 
Don’t feel sorry for me. Feel sorry for the 
generations of women who came before us 
who no one stood up for at all,” she said.

“Women like my grandmother who was 
beaten by her husband almost every day... I 
stand up for them,” she added.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Padmaavat (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Padmaavat (hindi) 2D 
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Sharon Stone hopes Weinstein goes to jail

A 
footwear was today alleg-
edly hurled at “Baahubali” 
actress Tamannaah Bhatia 
at Himyathnagar here by a 
31-year-old man, during a 

function, police said.
The footwear was thrown when the 

actress had gone to inaugurate a jewel-
lery store, they said, adding that it hit an 
employee of the store.

One Karimullah, a 
BTech graduate, and 
a resident of Mush-
eerabad allegedly 
hurled a footwear 
while the actress 
was coming out of  
the store, Narayan-
guda Police Station 
Inspector B 
Ravindar 
told PTI.

“The 
foot-
wear 

missed its target, while it hit an employee 
of the jewellery store,” the officer said.

However, following a complaint by the 
employee, who was hit by the footwear, the 
police registered a case under relevant IPC 
sections against Karimullah. Bhatia rose 
to fame following her roles in blockbusters 
“Baahubali: The Beginning” and “Baa-
hubali 2: The Conclusion”. She has also 
acted in Telugu, Tamil and Hindi movies.

PTI
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A supermoon rises over Washington on Dec. 3, 2017 in this handout photo provided by NASA.
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Rare ‘super blood blue moon’ visible on Jan. 31 Mosquitoes may remember 
smell of hosts—Study

Eating green leafy vegetables lowers stroke risk by 64 per cent — StudySpaceX’s Falcon Heavy to 
launch in early February

New ingestible antibody 
to prevent allergy, asthma

Researchers develop stretchable 
batteries for next-gen wearables

Marking system to combat 
fake goods developed

Proper sleep during childhood may prevent cancer later
This technology can shape 
future of electronics design

Miami, Jan. 28 (AFP): A 
cosmic event not seen in 
36 years – a rare “super 
blood blue moon” – may 
be glimpsed Jan 31 in parts 
of  western North America, 
Asia, the Middle East, Rus-
sia and Australia.

The event is causing a 
buzz because it combines 
three unusual lunar events 
– an extra big super moon, 
a blue moon and a total 
lunar eclipse.

“It’s an astronomical 
trifecta,” said Kelly Beatty, 
a senior editor at Sky and 
Telescope magazine.

A blue moon refers to 
the second full moon in a 
month. Typically, a blue 
moon happens every two 
years and eight months.

This full moon is also 
the third in a series of  “su-
permoons”, which happen 
when the moon is closest to 
Earth in its orbit.

This point, called the 
perigee, makes the moon 
appear 14% larger and 30% 
brighter.

During the eclipse, 
the moon will glide into 
Earth’s shadow, gradually 
turning the white disk of  
light to orange or red.

“That red light you 
see is sunlight that has 
skimmed and bent through 
Earth’s atmosphere and 
continued on through 
space to the moon,” said 

Alan MacRobert of  Sky 
and Telescope magazine.

“In other words, it’s 
from all the sunrises and 
sunsets that ring the world 
at the moment.”

The alignment of  the 
sun, moon and Earth will 
last one hour and 16 min-
utes, visible before dawn 
across the western United 
States and Canada.

Those in the Middle 
East, Asia, eastern Russia, 

Australia and New Zea-
land should look for it in 
the evening, as the moon 
rises.

Unlike a solar eclipse, 
this lunar eclipse can be 
safely viewed without pro-
tective eyewear.
How rare?
“We’ve had a lot of  super-
moons and we’ve had lunar 
eclipses, but it’s rare that it 
also happens to be a blue 
moon,” said Jason Aufden-

berg, associate professor of  
physics and astronomy at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University’s campus in 
Daytona Beach, Florida.

“All  three of  these 
cycles lining up is what 
makes this unusual,” he 
added.

“It’s just a wonder to 
behold.”

According to Sky and 
Telescope magazine, “the 
last time a complete lunar 

Washington, Jan. 28 (IANS): The first 
flight of  SpaceX’s heavy-lift rocket Falcon 
Heavy is now scheduled for early February, 
the California-based company said.

“Aiming for first flight of  Falcon Heavy 
on February 6 from Apollo launchpad 39A 
at Cape Kennedy,” SpaceX founder Elon 
Musk tweeted. “Easy viewing from the 
public causeway.”

Falcon Heavy completed its static 
firing test at Kennedy Space Center in 
Cape Canaveral, Florida on Wednesday 
after multiple delays, Xinhua reported on 
Saturday.

Soon after the test, Musk tweeted that 
the rocket is ready for launch “in a week 
or so.”

The tech billionaire has said the rocket 
will carry a red Tesla Roadster into space, 

eventually to a Mars orbit, where it should 
remain “for a billion years or so if  it doesn’t 
blow up on ascent.”

The Falcon Heavy, a reusable super 
heavy-lift launch vehicle, is seen as the 
world’s most powerful rocket since NASA’s 
Saturn V moon rocket in the 1960s.

Its first stage is composed of  three Fal-
con 9 nine-engine cores whose 27 Merlin 
engines together generate more than 5 
million pounds (2.3 million kg) of  thrust at 
liftoff, equal to about eighteen 747 aircraft.

Only the Saturn V moon rocket, last 
flown in 1973, delivered more payload to 
orbit.

Falcon Heavy was designed to carry 
humans into space and restores the pos-
sibility of  flying missions with crew to the 
Moon or Mars, according to SpaceX.

London, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
Researchers have in a 
breakthrough developed 
a new ingestible or inhal-
able antibody that can pre-
vent allergic reactions and 
asthma in adults, a finding 
that could pave way for a 
far more effective allergy 
medicine.

T h e  a n t i b o dy  h a s 
a  unique mechanisms 
through which it blocks 
the immune effect behind 
allergic reactions.

The antibody interacts 
in a complex biochemical 
process in the human body 
by which it prevents the 
human allergy antibody 
(IgE) from attaching to 
cells, thus keeping all aller-
gic symptoms from occur-
ring, the researchers said.

“We can now describe 
the interaction of  this anti-
body with its target and the 
conformational changes 
very accurately. This al-
lows us to understand, 
how it interferes with the 
IgE and its specific recep-
tors on the immune cells 
of  the body, which are 

responsible for releasing 
histamine in an allergic re-
action,” said Edzard Spill-
ner, Associate Professor at 
the Aarhus University.

When exposed to ex-
ternal allergens, an allergic 
person produces high lev-
els of  IgE molecules. 

The function of  the 
antibody is that it inter-
feres with binding of  IgE 
to the two specific effec-
tor (CD23 and FceRI) on 
the immune cells, thereby 
making it impossible for 
the allergy molecule to 
bind.

Furthermore, the re-
searchers have observed 
that the antibody also re-
moves the IgE molecules 
even after binding to its 
receptors.

“Once the IgE on im-
mune cells can be elimi-
nated, it doesn’t matter 
that the body produces 
millions of  allergen-spe-
cific IgE molecules. When 
we can remove the trigger, 
the allergic reaction and 
symptoms will not occur,” 
Spillner said.

In the laboratory, it 
took only 15 minutes to 
disrupt the interaction be-
tween the allergy mol-
ecules and the immune 
cells.

The researchers have 
conducted ex vivo experi-
ments with blood cells 
from patients allergic to 
birch pollen and insect 
venom. However,  the 
method can be transferred 
to virtually all other aller-
gies and asthma, they said.

Because of  its chemi-
cal structure, the new an-
tibody might be inhaled 
or swallowed, and these 
new consumption meth-
ods will make easy, cheap 
and much and more com-
fortable for the patients to 
handle.

“It is a so called single 
domain antibody which 
easily produced in process-
es using only microorgan-
isms. It is also extremely 
stable, and this provides 
new opportunities for how 
the antibody can be ad-
ministered to patients,” 
Spillner said.

Washington,  Jan.  28 
(PTI): Consuming green 
leafy vegetables may be a 
novel way to reduce stress 
and lower the risk of  expe-
riencing a stroke, a study 
has found.

Intracerebral hemor-
rhage – bleeding within the 
brain – takes a high toll on 
working-age people in Ni-
geria and Ghana, with high 
blood pressure accounting 
for more than 90 percent 
of  this often-lethal type of  
stroke.

According to the find-
ings, people who ate more 
green leafy vegetables had 
64 per cent lower risk of  

New York, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
Is your child having a tough 
time sleeping properly? You 
may need to keep a check 
on his/her body mass index 
(BMI) as a new research 
suggests that there is a co-
relation between the two 
and can lead to cancer in 
adulthood.

“Childhood obesity 
very often leads to adult 
obesity. This puts them at 
greater risk of  developing 
obesity-related cancers in 
adulthood,” said study lead 
author Bernard Fuemmeler, 
Professor and Associate 
Director for Cancer Pre-
vention and Control at the 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

N e w  Yo r k ,  Ja n .  2 8 
(IANS): Thinking that you 
may receive mosquito bites 
if  you are more sweet may 
not be that far-fetched as 
a new study suggests that 
mosquitoes may abandon 
hosts who swat at them, 
according to a new study.

The study, published in 
the journal Current Biol-
ogy, shows that mosqui-
toes can rapidly learn and 
remember the smells of  
hosts and that dopamine 
is a key mediator of  this 
process.

Mosquitoes use this 
information and incorpo-
rate it with other stimuli 
to develop preferences 
for a particular vertebrate 
host species, and, within 
that population, certain 
individuals. However, the 
study also proved that even 
if  an individual is deemed 
delicious-smelling, a mos-
quito’s preference can shift 
if  that person’s smell is as-
sociated with an unpleas-
ant sensation. 

According to the re-
searchers, hosts who swat 
at mosquitoes or perform 
other defensive behaviour 
may be abandoned, no 
matter how sweet they are.

“We now know that 
mosquitoes are able to 
learn odours emitted by 

cover-up took place on the 
second full moon of  the 
month was Dec 30, 1982, 
at least as reckoned by local 
time in Europe, Africa, and 
western Asia – locations 
where the event could be 
seen”.

That event also oc-
curred at the moon’s or-
bital perigee, making it an 
extra bright supermoon. 
Aufdenberg said that by his 
calculations, the last time 
a supermoon, blue moon 
and total lunar eclipse all 
together were visible from 
the eastern United States 
was on May 31, 1844.

According to Sky and 
Telescope, the last blue 
moon total lunar eclipse 
visible from North Amer-
ica happened on March 
31, 1866.

“But on that date the 
moon was near apogee, 
its most distant point from 
Earth,” it said.

Lunar eclipses during a 
supermoon happen rather 
regularly. The last one was 
in September 2015.

Lunar eclipses occur at 
least twice a year.

Supermoons can hap-
pen four to six times a year.

The next supermoon lu-
nar eclipse visible through-
out all of  the United States 
will be Jan 21, 2019 – 
though that one will not be 
a blue moon.

their host and avoid those 
that were more defensive,” 
said co-author of  the 
study, Chloe Lahondere, 
Research Assistant Pro-
fessor at Virginia Tech in 
the US.

For the study, research-
ers demonstrated that 
mosquitoes exhibit a trait 
known as aversive learning 
by training female aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes to as-
sociate odours (including 
human body odours) with 
unpleasant shocks and 
vibrations. Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes are vectors for 
zika fever, dengue fever, 
chikungunya and yellow 
fever viruses.

Twenty four hours lat-

er, the same mosquitoes 
were assessed in a Y-maze 
olfactometer in which they 
had to f ly upwind and 
choose between the once-
preferred human body 
odour and a control odour. 

The mosquitoes avoid-
ed the human body odour, 
suggesting that they had 
been successfully trained, 
the researcher said.

By taking a multidis-
ciplinary approach and 
using cutting-edge tech-
niques, including CRISPR 
gene editing and RNAi, 
the researchers were also 
able to identify that dopa-
mine is a key mediator of  
aversive learning in mos-
quitoes.   

For the study, research-
ers enrolled 120 children, 
with an average age of  
eight, whose mothers had 
participated in the New-
born Epigenetic Study both 
pre-birth and during early 

childhood.
To track the sleep-wake 

cycle, the children wore ac-
celerometers continuously 
for 24 hours a day for a 
period of at least five days.

They found that shorter 

London, Jan. 28 (IANS): Researchers 
have found a way of  enhancing the capa-
bilities of  an emerging nanotechnology 
that could open the door to a new genera-
tion of  electronics.
In a study published in the journal Scien-
tific Reports, researchers show how they 
have pushed the memristor -- a simpler and 
smaller alternative to the transistor, with 
the capability of  altering its resistance and 
storing multiple memory states -- to a new 
level of  performance after experimenting 
with its component materials.

“This is a really exciting discovery, 
with potentially enormous implications 
for modern electronics. By 2020, there 
are expected to be more than 200 billion 
interconnected devices within the Internet 
of  Things framework - these will generate 
an incredible amount of  data that will need 
processing,” said Themis Prodromakis, 
Professor at the University of  Southamp-
ton.

According to the researchers, memris-
tors could hold the key to a new era in elec-
tronics, being both smaller and simpler in 
form than transistors, low-energy, and with 
the ability to retain data by ‘remember-
ing’ the amount of  charge that has passed 
through them -- potentially resulting in 
computers that switch on and off  instantly 
and never forget. Researchers demon-
strated a new memristor technology that 
can store up to 128 discernible memory 
states per switch, almost four times more 
than previously reported.

In the study, they described how they 
reached this level of  performance by evalu-
ating several configurations of  functional 
oxide materials -- the core component that 
gives the memristor its ability to alter its 
resistance. “Memristors are a key enabling 
technology for next-generation chips, 
which need to be highly reconfigurable yet 
affordable, scalable and energy-efficient,” 
the researcher said.

sleep duration, measured in 
hours, was associated with 
a higher BMI z-score (body 
mass index adjusted for age 
and sex). 

Each additional hour of  
sleep was associated with a 
.13 decrease in BMI z-score 
and with a 1.29 cm decrease 
in waist circumference.

More fragmented rest-
activity rhythms and in-
creased intradaily variability 
-- a measure of the frequen-
cy and extent of transitions 
between sleep and activity 
-- were also associated with 
greater waist circumfer-
ences.

The study results, to be 
presented at Obesity and 
Cancer: Mechanisms Un-

derlying Etiology and Out-
comes, indicate that while 
sleep duration is important, 
examining markers of sleep 
quality may also be useful in 
designing childhood obesity 
prevention strategies.

“Today, many children 
are not getting enough 
sleep. There are a num-
ber of  distractions, such as 
screens in the bedroom, that 
contribute to interrupted, 
fragmented sleep. This, per-
petuated over time, can be 
a risk factor for obesity,” 
Fuemmeler said.

“Because of  the strong 
links between obesity and 
many types of cancer, child-
hood obesity prevention is 
cancer prevention.”

experiencing a stroke.
Researchers studied 

682 patients (average age 
53.7 years) who experi-
enced brain bleeds.

Bleeding strokes ac-
counted for 32.2 per cent 
of  all strokes in the study.

Of the bleeding strokes, 
93.9 per cent were deter-
mined to be related to high 
blood pressure, 7.2 per cent 
to structural abnormalities 
such as a bulging weak 
area of  a blood vessel, and 
much smaller percentages 
to other medical conditions 
or medication use.

The research was pre-
sented at the American 

Stroke Association’s Inter-
national Stroke Conference 
2018.

Comparing patients 
with high blood pressure-
related brain bleeds to simi-
lar people in the same com-
munities without stroke, 
the researchers found that 
the risks were 2.33 times 
as high in people with dia-
betes.

They found that risks 
were 2.22 times as high in 
people who reported more 
stress at home and work, 
1.69 times as high in people 
with abnormal cholesterol 
levels and 10.01 times as 
high in tobacco smokers.

London, Jan. 28 (IANS): Researchers have developed a new 
marking system for combating the menace of counterfeit 
goods including pirated pharmaceuticals, foodstuff, designer 
merchandise and artwork.
This system is “the safest in the world” when it comes to 
clamping down on all types of pirate manufacturing, accord-
ing to head of the research Thomas Just Sorensen, Associate 
Professor at University of Copenhagen in Denmark.

“The system, which deploys three rare earths among 
other things, is based on randomness, which makes it unable 
to be hacked or tampered with,” Sorensen said. The system, 
detailed in the journal Science Advances, could be on the 
market in a year, according to the researchers.

The University of Copenhagen has taken out a patent on 
the marking system and researchers are currently fine-tuning 
scanning solutions to ready the system for manufacturers.

“We estimate that it will take approximately one year, at 
which point we will be very close to being able to put a com-
mercial version on the market,” Sorensen said. Researchers 
estimate that the cost of marking products will be modest, 
probably not much more than one Danish krone (around Rs 
11). How does the system work?

The system that deploys three rare earths -- europium, 
terbium and dysprosium -- among other things, randomly 
generates a fingerprint for a product. When, for example, 
a luxury watch retailer receives an inquiry from a customer 
who would like to know whether a used watch that they 
are interested in is genuine or not, the watch fingerprint is 
scanned. The scanned image is compared with the watch 
manufacturer’s database and if there is not a 100 per cent 
match, the merchandise can be termed counterfeit.

“As soon as a customer asks that an authorised dealer 
checks up on a piece of  merchandise that was meant to 
be marked using the system, an expensive wrist watch for 
example, the dealer can access a manufacturer database to 
check its authenticity,” Sorensen said. “The probability of  
two products having the same ‘fingerprints’ -- the same digital 
key -- is so minuscule, that in practice, it can only be described 
as non-existent,” Sorensen added.

Seoul, Jan. 28 (IANS): Scientists in 
South Korea have developed stretchable 
aqueous lithium-ion battery batteries that 
may power the next generation of  wear-
able devices.

Using hybrid carbon/polymer (HCP) 
composite as a stretchable current collec-
tor, the research team developed a highly 
stretchable rechargeable battery based 
on aqueous electrolytes, according to the 
study published in the journal Advanced 
Energy Materials. “Our findings are ex-
pected to expand the number of  stretch-
able nanocomposites with electrochemi-
cal and mechanical properties available 
for use in a wide variety of  applications,” 
said Kwanyong Seo, Professor at Ulsan 
National Institute of  Science and Tech-
nology (UNIST).

Stretchable electronic devices have 
recently attracted tremendous attention 
as next-generation devices due to their 
immense flexibility. 

The increasing interest and demand of  
flexible electronics has fueled the search 

for highly stretchable electrodes with high 
mechanical durability and high electrical 
conductivity during deformation. 

Although many methods have been 
proposed for these electrodes, none of  
them has managed to simultaneously 
achieve high stretchability for the elec-
trodes and have a scalable manufacturing 
process.

The research led by Professor Soojin 
Park of  UNIST solved such issues using a 
conductive polymer composite, composed 
of  Jabuticaba-like hybrid carbon fillers 
containing carbon nanotubes and carbon 
black in a simple solution process. 

The shape of  this structure resembled 
that of  a Jabuticaba tree, the Brazilian 
grapetree, the researchers said.

The research team observed that the 
HCP composite is found to effectively re-
tain its electrical conductivity, even under 
high strain rates. 

This makes it suitable for use in highly 
stretchable aqueous lithium-ion batteries, 
the study said.



Pep Guardiola

Chelsea's Michy Batshuayi in action with Newcastle United's Ciaran Clark and Jamaal Lascelles at the 
Stamford Bridge, London, Britain on Sun. Jan. 28.

Jaydev Unadkat

Edinson Cavani
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Switzerland's Roger Federer holds his trophy after defeating Croatia's Marin Cilic after the men's singles 
final match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Sunday, Jan. 28.

AP/PTI

Tearful Federer wins Australian 
Open for 20th Slam title

Saina loses in Indonesia Masters final

Southern Angami wrestling 
meet on  Jan. 30 and 31

Raina makes comeback to 
T20I squad for S. Africa series Man City will not spend more 

than 80 mn pounds on player

Two-goal Batshuayi up for the cup in Chelsea win

Unadkat most expensive Indian amid big surprises at IPL auction 

Cavani becomes PSG's top scorer

Melbourne, Jan. 28 (PTI/
AFP): A tearful Roger 
Federer surged home to 
beat Marin Cilic in five 
riveting sets and win his 
sixth Australian Open and 
20th Grand Slam title in 
Melbourne today.

The Swiss defending 
champion dropped his 
only sets of  the tourna-
ment before completing a 
6-2, 6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 
win over the sixth seeded 
Croatian in 3hr 3min.

Federer, playing in his 
30th Grand Slam final, 
joined Novak Djokovic 
and Australian great Roy 
Emerson as joint top for 
the most Australian Open 
men's titles.

"I'm so happy it's un-
believable. This is a dream 
come true, the fairytale 
continues for me," Federer 
said at the presentation.

"After the great year 
last year, it's incredible," 
the 36-year-old added as 
he broke down in tears. 
"This is what you live for, 
to one day experience 
these moments.

"This one tonight re-
minded me more of  2006 
here when I beat Mar-
cos Baghdatis in the final 
and had a great run to 
the final and was a huge 
favourite going in," he later 
explained.

"I was keeping the 
composure and I was just 
so relieved when every-
thing was said and done 
and I think I felt the same 
way tonight and that's why 
I couldn't speak, it was 
terrible." 

Federer added to his 
already imposing win-loss 
record in Melbourne and 
is now 94-13. His over-
all his Grand Slam mark 
stands at 332-52. Despite 
his latest triumph, he will 
remain world No.2 behind 
Nadal, with Cilic moving 
to a career-high three.

"It was an amazing 
journey to come to the fi-
nal. It could have been the 
best two weeks of  my life, 
but Roger played a great 
fifth set," said Cilic, who 

was chasing his second 
major title after winning 
the 2014 US Open.

"I want to thank my 
team, you're unbelievable. 
We worked hard for this 
year, hopefully we will lift 
these trophies in the fu-
ture." 

Federer now leads Cilic 
9-1 with his only defeat 
coming in the semi-finals 
of  the 2014 US Open.
Shaky opening 
The roof  was closed over 
Rod Laver Arena as the 

tournament's heat policy 
was implemented amid 
enervating evening tem-
peratures of  38 Celsius 
(100 Fahrenheit).

Federer broke Cilic's 
serve six times and lost his 
twice and hit a total of  24 
aces to the Croat's 16.

Cilic's serve came un-
der immediate pressure 
with a whipping backhand 
return winner for break 
point which the Croatian 
followed with a smash into 
the net for a break in the 

Jakarta, Jan. 28 (IANS): Star Indian shut-
tler Saina Nehwal lost in the final of  the 
$350,000 Indonesia Masters World Tour 
Super 500 here on Sunday.

The 2012 Olympic bronze medallist 
was outplayed by Chinese Taipei's top 
seeded Tai Tzu Ying, who took only 27 
minutes to win 21-9, 21-13.

Saina, thus registered her seventh 
straight defeat against the world no.1 
-- who leads the head-to-head battle 9-5 

against the Indian. 
In the first game, Ying maintained the 

lead from the onset. She clinched five con-
secutive points in comparison to Saina's 2 
which helped her close the game with ease. 

The World No.12 looked nowhere in 
the match, even in the second game where 
she lost in similar fashion against Ying 
-- who took an early 4-0 lead and from 
there, she did not look back to clinch the 
title with ease.

Manchester,  Jan.  28 
(IANS): Manchester City 
head coach Pep Guardiola 
said the club will not pay 
more than 80 million pound 
($113 mn) to buy a player 
from any club in the ongo-
ing transfer window.

"Maybe it will happen in 
the future but so far we have 
not spent £100m ($141m) 
on one player or £90m 
($127m) or £80m ($113m)," 

Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by The Guardian on 
Saturday. 

"We cannot pay that 
right now, they tell me. That 
is the truth. Of course, we 
have spent a lot of money, 
but only the same as other 
teams. I can assure you that 
we are not the only team in 
the world that spends mon-
ey. There are many others," 
the Spaniard added. 

Mumbai, Jan. 28 (IANS): 
Batsman Suresh Raina 
made his comeback to the 
Indian Twenty20 cricket 
squad after being named 
on Sunday for the away 
series against South Africa.

The 31-year-old Uttar 
Pradesh batsman had a 
very good outing at the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy domestic T20, scoring 
314 runs at a strike-rate of  
146.04.

The left-handed bats-
man had last played for the 
Indian team in the three-
match series win over Eng-
land in January-February.

M u m b a i  b a t s m a n 
Shreyas Iyer was not in-
cluded in the 16-man 
squad.

Basil Thampi, 
Deepak Hooda, 
M o h a m m e d 
Siraj and Wash-
ington Sundar 
-- who were in 
the squad for the 
Sri Lanka series at 
home -- have not 
been named. 
V i r a t 
Kohli 
a n d 
Bhu-

vneshwar Kumar had been 
rested in that home series.

Left-arm spinner Axar 
Patel and pacer Shardul 
Thakur have also returned 
to the squad.

The T20Is begin with 
the first game in Johan-
nesburg on February 18. 
Prior to the series, India 
and South Africa will play 
a six-match One-Day In-
ternational (ODI) series, 
which begins on Febru-
ary 1.

Squad:  Virat Kohli 
(Captain) Rohit Sharma 
(vice-captain), Shikhar 
Dhawan, Lokesh Rahul, 
Suresh Raina, Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni (wicket-
keeper), Dinesh Karthik, 
Hardik Pandya, Manish 

Pandey, Axar Patel, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Bhu-

vneshwar Kumar, 
Jasprit Bumrah, 
Jaydev Unad-

kat, Shardul 
Thakur.

London, Jan. 28 (Reuters): Michy Batsh-
uayi took advantage of a rare start to score 
twice as Chelsea eased past Newcastle 
United 3-0 at Stamford Bridge on Sunday to 
reach the fifth round of the FA Cup.

The Belgian’s goals could not have been 
better timed with reports suggesting that 
Chelsea are close to signing a striker ahead 
of Wednesday’s transfer deadline.

Batshuayi was one of four changes from 
the team knocked out of the League Cup 
in midweek and Antonio Conte’s show 
of  faith in his reserve striker was quickly 
rewarded when he got on the end of a slick 
move started by Pedro’s probing pass to put 
Chelsea ahead on 31 minutes.

Although Batshuayi seldom gets game-
time in the Premier League, he remains the 

Italian’s go-to man in the FA Cup, with no 
Chelsea player having scored more in the 
competition under Conte.

Another strike quickly followed although 
this time Batshuayi needed a huge slice of  
luck when, set free by Eden Hazard, his shot 
was deflected over the keeper by the diving 
Jamaal Lascelles just before the break.

The goal was Batshuayi’s 10th of  the 
season.

Marcus Alonso added Chelsea’s third 
just after the interval with a superb 72nd-
minute freekick over the wall.

Defeat continued Newcastle’s dismal 
record in the competition. The club last 
reached the fifth round in 2006.

Cardiff City host Manchester City in the 
day’s other game later on Sunday.

B e n g a l u r u ,  Ja n .  2 8 
(IANS):  Young pacer 
Jaydev Unadkat became 
the most expensive domes-
tic player at the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) auction 
here on Sunday when he 
was bought by Rajasthan 
Royals for Rs 11.5 crore 
even as several big inter-
national names remained 
unsold.

The former IPL cham-
pions bought the 26-year-
old from Saurashtra after 
beating off  a stiff  chal-
lenge from Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR), Kings XI 
Punjab (KXIP) and Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK).

Manish Pandey and 
Lokesh Rahul were the 
most expensive Indians 
on the opening day of  the 
auction on Saturday as 
they were sold for an iden-
tical price of  Rs 11 crore.

Pandey was bought 
by Sunrisers Hyderabad 
while Punjab secured Ra-
hul's services.

England all-rounder 
Ben Stokes became the 
most expensive player at 
the IPL auction for the sec-
ond year running when he 
was taken by Rajasthan for 
Rs 12.5 crore during the 
opening day of  the auction 
on Saturday.

Surprisingly, Unadkat 
was more expensive than 
even star New Zealand fast 
bowler Trent Boult, who 
was bought by Delhi Dare-
devils for Rs 2.2 crore.

Unadkat was the sec-
ond highest wicket-taker 
during last year's IPL. 
Representing Rising Pune 
Supergiant, the 26-year-
old had claimed 24 wick-
ets in 12 games at a strike 
rate of  11.4.

He was also adjudged 
the Man of  the Series dur-
ing India's 3-0 whitewash 
of  Sri Lanka in the Twen-
ty20 International (T20I) 
series last month. He had 
claimed four wickets over 
three matches in that se-

ries.
On Sunday, Punjab 

and Chennai were the ini-
tial front runners to secure 
Unadkat's services. The 
two teams engaged in a 
bidding war that saw his 
value escalate to Rs 11 
crore from a base price 
of  Rs 1.5 crore. But Ra-
jasthan made a late bid to 
sweep the pacer away.

T h e  Roya l s  m a d e 
another expensive deal 
on Sunday when they 
acquired the services of  
off-spinner Krishnappa 
Gowtham for Rs 6.20 
crore.

Australian pacer An-
drew Tye was another hot 
property. The 31-year-old 
was at the centre of  some 
heated bidding between 
Punjab and Chennai.

Starting at a base price 
of  Rs 1 crore, Tye saw his 
value shoot up rapidly 
before Punjab clinched the 
deal at Rs 7.2 crore.

Fellow Australian Na-

Paris, Jan. 28 (IANS): Uru-
guayan forward Edinson 
Cavani broke Paris Saint-
Germain's all-time scoring 
record with his 157th goal 
in all competitions as the 
Ligue 1 leaders crushed 
Montpellier 4-0 at home.

PSG boasted the best at-
tack in the French top-flight 
league with 68 goals from 
22 matches prior to Satur-
day's duel, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

Their opponents, how-
ever, only conceded 15 goals 
so far and restrained PSG 
to a goalless draw in the 
reverse fixture earlier this 
season.

Cavani, who tied Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic's record of 156 
goals 10 days ago, didn't 
waste another chance of  
breaking it as he coolly 
converted Adrien Rabiot's 
cutback cross in the 11th 
minute to his 21st league 
goal of the campaign.

Dimapur, Jan. 28 (EMN): 
The 56th wrestling meet of  
Southern Angami Sports 
Association (SASA) will 
be held on Jan. 30 and 
31 at Khouchiezie (local 
ground) Kohima.

This was informed in a 
press note by SASA pub-
licity secretary. Naga style 
wrestling will be held on 
the first day while the in-
augural function will be 
graced by Class-I Con-

tractor Vilelie Khamo as 
the chief  guest at 10 am. 
AIG (Provisioning) PHQ, 
Kevithuto Sophie will be 
the guest of  honour. Free 
style wrestling will be held 
on Jan. 31.

opening game.
The Croat found it 

difficult to settle as he 
dropped serve again to 
trail 0-3. The Swiss star 
served out the set in just 
24 minutes, capitalising on 
Cilic's shaky opening.

Cilic worked his way 
back into the match and in 
the second set tiebreaker 
he got to two set points 
when his forehand clipped 
the line before a winning 
smash levelled the match 
as Federer dropped his first 
set of  the tournament.

But the six seed lost 
serve on the back of  a cou-
ple of  ground stroke errors 
and Federer raced 4-2 up in 
the third set. The defend-
ing champion shifted gears 
with a stunning forehand 
off  his toes and confidently 
held serve to lead 5-2 be-
fore clinically serving out 
the set in 29 minutes.

Cilic was then bro-
ken in the opening game 
of  the fourth set with a 
poor backhand dropshot 
into the net, but he broke 
back in the sixth game 
after working three break 
points.

He was now more in 
the flow and broke Federer 
again with his big fore-
hands starting to find their 
mark. He served it out to 
take the absorbing final 
into a fifth.

But Federer stayed 
calm and crucially broke 
to 2-0, and then got a vital 
double break when Cilic 
netted a forehand, leaving 
him to serve out for the 
championship.

Cavani was booked a 
yellow card for throwing his 
jersey to the crowds when 
celebrating the goal.

Brazilian star Neymar, 
who returned from a thigh 
injury, scored the team's 
2000th goal at the Parc des 
Princes with a spot kick in 
the 40th minute.

PSG's attack was not 
finished as winger Angel Di 
Maria turned in Thomas 

Meunier's cross from the 
right flank for a three-goal 
advantage, before Neymar 
had a comfortable finish on 
Cavani's cross with eight 
minutes remaining.

Cavani thanked fans in 
the stadium after receiving a 
trophy for his achievement 
from the club's president 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi. PSG 
provisionally moved 11 
points clear of Lyon.

than Coulter-Nile was 
taken by the Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB) 
for Rs 2.2 crore after a 
short tussle with Punjab.

Young South Afri -

can pace sensation Lungi 
Ngidi, who decimated 
the Indian batting line-up 
on his debut in the sec-
ond Test during the recent 
three-match series, was 

bought by CSK at his base 
price of  Rs 50 lakh.

Indian left-arm seamer 
Barinder Sran was sold to 
Punjab for Rs 2.2 crore. 
India discard pacer Mohit 
Sharma went to Punjab for 
Rs 2.4 crore as they exer-
cised the Right to Match 
(RTM) option to take him 
away from Chennai.

Another Indian pac-
er Sandeep Sharma saw 
heavy bidding between 
Kolkata and Punjab before 
Sunrisers Hyderabad got 
him for Rs 3 crore.

Veteran Australian fast 
bowler Mitchell Johnson 
went to KKR at his base 
price of  Rs 2 crore. New 
Zealand quick Tim South-
ee also went at base price 
with RCB acquiring his 
services for Rs 1 crore. 

India wicket-keeper 
Parthiv Patel went to RCB 
for Rs 1.7 crore.

The Afghans had rea-
sons to celebrate as their 
16-year-old spinner Mu-

jeeb Zadran was bought 
by Punjab for Rs 4 crore. 
Zahir Khan Pakteen -- 
another Afghan spinner 
-- was bought by Rajasthan 
for Rs 60 lakh.

It was a historic day for 
Nepali cricket as 17-year-
old spinner Sandeep Lami-
chhane was sold at his 
base price of  Rs 20 lakh to 
the Delhi Daredevils.

But even as the big 
buys caught the eye, the 
fact that several star play-
ers went surprisingly un-
sold was equally worthy 
of  attention.

The star South Afri-
can pace duo of  Morne 
Morkel and Dale Steyn 
were the most notable 
ones in the unsold list.

Morkel was in good 
form during the recent 
Test series against India 
and it was a surprise when 
the representatives of  the 
various teams chose not to 
bid for him. 

Thei r  re jec t ion  o f  

Steyn was still understand-
able as the veteran pace 
ace was injured during the 
first Test against India and 
was sidelined for the rest 
of  the series.

Experienced Austra-
lian stars Shaun Marsh, 
Corey Anderson, Ashton 
Agar and Luke Ronchi 
also did not find any tak-
ers. 

New Zealand's Adam 
Milne and fellow pacer 
Tymal Mills of  England 
also went unsold. This was 
a big downturn in fortunes 
for Mills who was bought 
for Rs 12 crore by RCB 
last year.

England's David Wil-
ley was also unsold with 
a base price of  Rs 2 crore.

The West Indies duo 
of  Jason Holder and An-
dre Fletcher did not elicit 
any bids as well. Holder 
has a lot of  experience 
in the IPL since he has 
played for KKR and CSK 
in the past.  

The 47-year-old also 
said he needs to have a 
squad consisting 22 top 
players or should be lucky to 
have an injury free season to 
comfortably participate in 
all the leagues. 

He admitted Manches-
ter City were not different 
from other clubs and there 
were tranfer fees which his 
club cannot afford to pay. 

"When you are trying 
to handle four competitions 
and such a lot of  fixtures 
you either have to be lucky 
with injuries or have 22 top 
players to compete," said 
Guardiola, who has helped 
Manchester City remain on 
top of the English Premier 
League (EPL) table. 

"And at today's prices 
to have 22 top players you 
need to find -- maybe people 
don't believe me -- money 
we don't have. 

"City are not so differ-
ent from other clubs. There 
are salaries we cannot pay. 
There are transfers we 
cannot afford. That's why 
academies are so important 
because you must find play-
ers of your own," he added.


