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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 19° 04°
Agartala 24° 08°
Gangtok 14° 02°
Guwahati 23° 07°
Imphal 20° 02°

Itanagar 19° 05°
Shillong 14° 01°
Delhi 22° 08°
Kolkata 27° 11°
Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 7°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 89%
DIMAPUR NIL 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Former magistrate 
declares candidature 

NPP agent of BJP 
in Meghalaya—CM

Civil orgs. meet with NPF, NPP 
and AAP; BJP skips meeting again 

JD (U) empowers state unit to 
decide on election participation 

Cutting-edge journalism seeing paradigm shift, top practitioners admit 
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Sushmita ready to return, looking 
for ‘perfect script’ | P10

US Democrats seek to protect 
Mueller from being fired | P9

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 27 (EMN): The 
core committee of the Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions (CCNTHCO) held a joint 
meeting with the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF), and the Nagaland 
units of the National People’s 
Par ty (NPP) and Aam Aadmi 
Par ty (AAP) at Hotel Japfü in 
Kohima on Jan. 27 to discuss 
matter related to the demand of 
Naga Civil Society for a ‘solution 
before election.’ 

The NPF's president, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, expressed 
solidarity with the call of the 
organizations for a solution be-
fore election. Nonetheless, he 
emphasized on the need for the 
par ty to carefully analyze the 
situation but also prepare to face 
elections due on Feb. 27. He re-
called that while all the  political 
parties including the NPF had 
heeded to the call of the Naga 
Hoho in 1998 to abstain from 
participating in the state's elec-
tions, the state's Congress party 
had gone against it and swept the 
seats to subsequently form the 
government.

Liezietsu said that the NPF 
par ty had 'suf fered the most' 
during that time with the Elec-
tion Commission of India (ECI) 
derecognizing the party for not 
participating in the election. The 
party's symbol was also frozen. 

Fur ther, he said that the 
negotiating Naga group had 
also failed to show any courtesy 
by meeting the party leaders to 
convey their solidarity. It also 
‘failed miserably’ by giving the 
formation of government in the 
state as a free gift to those who 
were in power at the Centre then, 

he added. 
“This time we want to be 

more careful. We want to ana-
lyze the situation. Although we 
are in full support to the cause, 
we must analyze the situation,” 
the NPF leader said. He said 
that the party does not want to 
take the risk and would carr y 
on full preparations to face the 
elections. 

 “We will not repeat the mis-
take that we have committed in 
1998,” he said and expressed 
hope that in such an event the 
Naga people would understand 
his position. He made it clear 
that if all the political parties in-
cluding the BJP agree to abstain 
from par ticipating in the elec-
tion, the NPF would join even at 
the eleventh hour. 

Liezietsu expressed reserva-
tions that in the event the elec-
tion is deferred, how soon would 
the Naga people expect settle-
ment as the tenure of the 12th 
house would expire on Mar. 12; 
if a solution does not come until 
then, there will be President’s 
Rule. 

The NPF as a par ty would 
gear up for elections ‘to keep 
the situation on the safe side,’ 
the NPF leader said. He can-
didly informed the house that 
his party will select candidates 
and issue tickets if necessar y 
and keep ever ything ready to 
face the elections 'but when 
Naga organizations and political 
parties do not fail the people, the 
NPF will not fail the people on its 
part either.' 

Supplementing to NPF presi-
dent’s assertion, NPF legislator 
Yitachu also stressed on the 
need for all to analyse all possible 

consequences before taking a de-
cision. “Whatever step we take, it 
should not put us (Nagas) in kind 
of disadvantage,” he said. He ex-
pressed dismay that some people 
were alleging that the present 
situation was the outcome of the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
resolution of Dec. 15. What the 
assembly could not achieve on its 
own, he explained, it had adopted 
and passed a resolution and in-
formed the central government 
and the ECI about it, asking them 
not to announce the general elec-
tions to the 13th NLA until the 
government of India arrives at an 
acceptable solution to the Naga 
political issue. 

Interestingly, the MLA im-
plied that the assembly was 
advised to pass stated resolution: 
“In fact we should thank those 
who are at the helms of affairs in 
the government of India for ask-
ing us to pass such a resolution 
in the assembly and bring it up 
so that election can be deferred 
and give us something. Such a 
strong-worded resolution in the 
assembly, in a normal situation, 
the moment it is passed, Presi-
dent’s Rule would have been 
declared. We did pass it and the 
government of India cannot deny 
us because they said to pass.... 
We should take it in a more posi-
tive way,” Yitachu said.

In other matters, the state's 
NPP unit has communicated 
that the par ty stands with the 
Naga people ‘in letter and in 
spirit’ when it comes to a peace-
ful solution to the Naga political 
issue. “The NPP though being a 
national party, has a mandate to 
highlight and work for various 
tribal issues across the country, 

and we believe for an honourable 
settlement of the Naga issue. 
If there is a general consensus 
among the Naga people and the 
various political parties regard-
less of ideological dif ferences 
come to a common understand-
ing then the NPP as a people’s 
party will be obligated to join the 
mainstream consensus,” Katoho 
Sukhalu, a vice president of the 
party’s youth wing read out.

However, the NPP unit's ex-
ecutive member Viccashe Sumi 
made it clear that in the event 
of a consensus, leaders of all the 
political parties, tribal and apex 
bodies and the Naga 'political' 
groups should 'come together' at 
one table and sign on one paper 
their undertaking. 

The Nagaland unit of the AAP 
also put across a similar senti-
ment that it fully supported ‘solu-
tion before election,’ but felt that 
all the stakeholders must take 
lessons from the past and arrive 
at a decision sincerely. The AAP 
unit's advisor Sushil Kumar said 
that the party may not be able to 
do much in Nagaland but in view 
of the need to rouse Delhi, he 
said that the AAP had a strong 
presence in country's capital.

A similar meeting was held 
on Jan. 25 where representa-
tives of the Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC), 
JD (U), Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP), Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP) 
and the Nagaland Congress 
(Nagaland Reformation Par ty) 
had attended. 

Sat.’s meeting was convened 
as the NPF, BJP, NPP and AAP 
failed to turn up in the previous 
meeting. Yet, the BJP failed to 

attend the meeting again, which 
did not go without raising a few 
brows. 

When contacted, a BJP of-
ficial said that the party's presi-
dent V isasolie Lhoungu and 
Convener Dr. M Chuba were 
in Delhi. Another source said 
that the person entrusted by the 
party to attend the joint meeting 
had to skip the meeting due to a 
funeral. 

“But it is confirmed that the 
par ty will stand with the con-
sensus wish and decision of the 
people,” he added.

In a separate statement that 
was issued on Sat. evening, the 
CCNTHCO thanked all the po-
litical parties ‘for showing their 
magnanimity in whole-heartedly 
supporting the popular wishes 
of the people on solution before 
election as per the consultative 
meetings held between the politi-
cal parties and CCNTHCO.’

“In short, the political parties 
in accordance with the wishes of 
the people will not file nomina-
tions. The CCNTHCO also knows 
the magnitude of the adverse 
ramifications on the ongoing 
negotiations if the state assembly 
election is held simultaneously 
at the moment. It is therefore 
not at all advisable to allow the 
process of election at the cost of 
solution which is expected soon 
after many anxious years. 

“The CCNTHCO fur ther 
convenes a joint meeting of all 
national and regional political 
par ties and negotiating teams 
(NSCN-IM and NNPGs Work-
ing Committee) on ‘Solution 
before Election’ at Hotel Japfu, 
Kohima on 29th of January, 2018 
at 11am,” it stated.

Songsak (Meghalaya) , 
Jan. 27 (IANS):  Kicking 
of f his election campaign 
ahead of the February 27 
Meghalaya Assembly elec-
tions, Chief Minister and 
veteran Congress leader 
Mukul Sangma on Satur-
day accused main rival 
National People's Par ty 
(NPP) of being an "agent 
of the BJP".

S a n g m a  s a i d  t h e 
Bharatiya Janata Party is 
"funding" the NPP for the 
Assembly elections. 

Sangma sounded the 
poll bugle from Songsak, 
the second assembly seat 
after Ampatigiri assembly 
constituency, which he has 
won for five consecutive 
terms since 1993.

The NPP is an ally of 
the BJP-led National Dem-
ocratic Alliance govern-

ment at the Centre and in 
Manipur. 

It is part of the BJP-led 
North East Democratic Al-
liance, a platform for non-
Congress parties, headed 
by Assam Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma. 

"My decision to contest 
from Songsak is purely to 
bring equitable develop-
ment in the state," he said 
amid applause from the 
audience.

Songsak constituency 
is represented by two-time 
NPP legislator Nihim D. 
Shira.

Sangma, who is  the 
Meghalaya's longest serv-
ing Chief Minister since 
he was appointed in 2010, 
said he has made a humble 
beginning to accelerate 
growth and development 
in the state.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): The 
Janata Dal  (United) unit  of 
Nagaland has informed that it 
leaders had on Sat. met with 
the party’s national president, 
Nitish Kumar, and “other party 
functionaries to finalise various 
issues pertaining to the for th-
coming general elections to 
the 14th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly slated for 27th Febru-

ary 2018.”
A press statement from the 

party on Sat. stated that ‘in the 
past two days leadership of the 
Janata Dal (United), NPF and 
NDPP have had discussions’ 
about the state of political situa-
tion currently in Nagaland.  

“The main issues that were 
discussed centred on the mat-
ter of pre-poll alliance and the 

number of seats to be contested. 
After a long deliberation on 
the prevailing circumstances 
vis-a-vis the last five years re-
gime of Democratic Alliance 
of Nagaland (DAN) where the 
JD(U) was also a part of it, the 
national president, has decided 
to endorse the whole issue of 
electioneering matter to the 
state unit,” it informed. 

Jaipur, Jan. 27 (IANS): They rep-
resent journalism at its most excit-
ing, influential but also lethal. Top 
journalists who have covered a 
wide spectrum of issues from the 
repressive life in North Korea, to 
brutal Islamist terrorism, to the 
plight of the Rohingya refugees 
admit that "frontline" reporting is 
now undergoing a paradigm shift 
due to various factors, especially 
the communications revolution 
which allows ever yone to tell 
their story without intermediar-
ies.

And equally important is the 
enhanced powers and techniques 
available with authorities who 
only want their version to go 
out, contended five acclaimed 
global journalists at a session en-

titled "The Frontline Club" at the 
"Jaipur Literature Festival 2018" 
here on Friday.

Kicking of f the discussion 
with her experiences of reporting 
from North Korea, South Korean-
American writer Suki Kim high-
lighted the failure of traditional 
journalism in North Korea in 
the face of pervasive state propa-
ganda, and lack of access to and 
for foreign journalists.

This, Kim said, had made her 
to go undercover in an attempt 
to bring out the actual position in 
the world's most closed and con-
forming society. This ensured she 
was the first to have ever covered 
North Korea through "immersive 
journalism", since this was the 
"only way to bring out stories 

of generations of people who 
suffered unimaginable violence 
that would otherwise be buried 
in history".

It was by no means easy - for 
over a decade she had to store 
what she managed to find on 
the smallest USB device and 
run the risk of prosecution or 
worse if found out. Kim said 
that the threats that followed the 
publication of her account were 
nothing compared to the fear 
of living in the country where 
lies had become "a matter of 
survival".

On how frontline journalism 
has changed after 9/11, Peter 
Bergen, who is currently CNN's 
national security analyst and 
authored books on the manhunt 

for Al Qaeda supremo Osama Bin 
Laden and the "war" that followed 
the attack on the US - and shows 
no signs of ending soon, felt that 
for one, the new patterns of global 
terrorism have erased the distinc-
tion between its domestic and 
foreign manifestations. 

Furthermore, social media 
has changed the face of terror-
ism, with terrorist and insurgent 
organisations "using the most 
cutting-edge technology as their 
own effective channel of distri-
bution, no longer depending on 
mainstream broadcast media 
interviews", he said.

On the success of frontline 
journalism in discovering the 
truth, he quipped: "We're in the 
business of trying to solve puz-

zles, and most often we don't 
solve them: there may be no 
answers to the lies."

Adrian Levy, of the Guard-
ian and famous in India for his 
in-depth works on the Kashmir 
insurgency, the 26/11 attack 
and the role of David Coleman 
Headley, and the long search for 
Bin Laden and the fate of his fam-
ily and close adherents between 
9/11 and the Abbottabad raid, 
feels the search for truth involves 
numerous people and has a posi-
tive side too - the privilege of the 
"intimacy of being welcomed 
despite being different".

Recounting his experiences 
covering the arrival of Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh, Jeffrey 
Gettleman, of The New York 

Times and a Pulitzer winner, said 
that a journalist's job is to "take 
the information from the people 
in as dignified a way as possible, 
and then expose the injustice - a 
parasitic role, but with a higher 
purpose" in giving a voice to 
people who have suffered and 
resisted.

Swiss-born journalist Carlo 
Pizzati emphasised the need to 
make these stories "beautiful and 
meaningful," so readers could 
connect to them, whilst remain-
ing faithful to the facts.

Levy also said that this objec-
tive is increasingly important 
in what is the "golden age of 
investigative fiction", and also the 
best and the worst of times to be 
a journalist.

Over 1,000 passengers stranded 
in Assam amid protests
Guwahati, Jan. 27 (IANS): At 
least 1,100 train passengers were 
stranded at New Haflong railway 
station in Assam's Dima Hasao 
district since Friday as protests 
continued on Saturday against 
police firing that killed two per-
sons.

The curfew continued in Mai-
bong and some adjoining areas 
on Saturday. Dima Hasao Deputy 
Commissioner, Deva Jyoti Haza-
rika said they have failed to send 
the stranded passengers to their 
destinations as the picketers have 
damaged the railway tracks.

The agitating organisations 
have also called a 48-hour bandh 
since the police firing on Thurs-
day mor ning. The protesters 
stopped the Guwahati -bound 
Silchar-Guwahati fast passenger 
train at New Haflong station on 
Friday. The passengers have been 
stranded since then.

"There are close to 1,100 
passengers who are stranded. 
The picketers have damaged 
the tracks at many places and 
removed the fish plates. It will 
take time to repair them and 
resume the movement of trains," 
Hazarika said.

"We have requisitioned 25 
buses from Guwahati to send 
the stranded passengers to their 
destinations by road. However, 
the picketers did not allow the 
buses to proceed to New Haf-

long," the Deputy Commissioner 
told IANS.

He said the district adminis-
tration has arranged food, drink-
ing water, medicines and other 
basic amenities for the stranded 
passengers. 

"Security has been arranged 
for the safety of the stranded pas-
sengers at the railway stations," 
he said.

"Curfew is continuing in Mai-
bong. We have relaxed the curfew 
for two hours on Saturday -- from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. -- but will continue 
after 4 p.m.," Hazarika said.

He added although there were 
no reports of any violence, some 
stray incidents of protests were 
reported from some places.

Several social organisations in 
Dima Hasao district have been agi-
tating for more than last one week 
after rumours spread that the 
Central government has agreed 
to set up satellite councils for the 
Nagas in the district as part of the 
talk process between NSCN-IM 
and the Central government.

One such protest rally turned 
violent in Maibong on Thursday 
when the mob attacked the secu-
rity forces and the railway station, 
forcing the security forces to open 
fire, leading to injury to nine pro-
testers and some policemen. 

Two of the injured protesters 
died on Friday, which has further 
fuelled the protests.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
I n  a  s u r p r i s e  m o v e , 
former magistrate and 
a well known figure in 
the state Mayang Lima 
declared his candidature 
on Sat. at Chuchuyim-
lang in Mokokchung to 
contest from the Arka-
kong Assembly Constitu-
ency in the forthcoming 
assembly elections.  

"I intend to contest 
in the forthcoming 13th 
Nagaland Legislative As-

sembly Election from 22 
Arkakong Constituency. 
To this respect I have 
declared my candidature 
today at my native vil-
lage Chuchuyimlang,” 
stated a  communiqué 
from the intending can-
didate. 

Cur rently the con-
stituency is represented 
by NPF MLA and advisor 
Nuklutoshi, who coinci-
dentally hails from the 
same village as Lima.  

Wozniacki wins first major at 
Australian Open |  P12
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Training on Election Expenditure Monitoring Mechanism being held at the DC’s conference hall in Longleng on Jan. 27.

Deparment officials with participants during the training and the farming event in Dimapur.

Naga political issue: Naga students 
in Delhi takes to poster campaign 

EEMC: 2nd phase training 
conducted in Longleng 

APO supports dialogue 
between centre and NNPGs

KBAN conference concludes

Special camp for unorganised workers

LSWDA elects new team

Pughoboto’s RO informs 
polling officials

Womenfolk trained in use of raw materials

Farmers urged 
to practice 
organic farming

Zunheboto students 
celebrate 25th anniv. 

Vehicles in Phek requisitioned 
for polls asked to report

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
The Naga Students’ Union 
of  Delhi (NSUD) organ-
ized a ‘poster campaign’ on 
Jan. 27 at Connaught Place 
in New Delhi. The union 
informed about the event 
in a press release that was 
issued to media on Sat.  

The president of  the 
NSUD Herangia Zeliang 
was quoted as having stated 
in his address that “it is 
high time that the Nagas 
should know what we ac-

tually want and what is 
needed to be done.” Nagas 
should strive for one com-
mon goal, for which unity 
is the need of  the hour, he 
stated. 

The group’s president 
also commented that the 
Indo-Naga talk had been 
going on for the past 21 
years ‘with various stake-
holders on board and with 
immense support from 
Naga civil organisations 
across the state.’ It is high 

time that the Naga political 
parties unite leaving aside 
their political interests to 
strive for the people’s great-
er interest, he added.

A number of  Naga 
citizens converged at Con-
naught Place to ‘extend 
support for a Naga solution 
and not election,’ the press 
release asserted.

NSUD has acknowl-
edged Naga organisations 
for supporting ‘the cause of  
an early solution.’

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): The Angami 
Public Organisation (APO) has extended 
its support to the ongoing dialogue be-
tween the government of  India and the 
Naga ‘political’ groups.

A press release from the APO presi-
dent and information and publicity sec-
retary on Sat. informed that the decision 
was taken during the 1st APO governing 

body meeting for 2018-2020, held on 
Jan. 25.  

“It was resolved that the Angami 
Public Organisation will fully support 
the ongoing dialogue between the Gov-
ernment of  India and the different Naga 
political groups to come out with an 
honourable solution acceptable to all 
Nagas,” the press release stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): The 23rd gen-
eral conference of  the Kuki Baptist As-
sociation Nagaland (KBAN), Ahthibung 
Gamkai (area) which commenced on 
January 23 successfully concluded on 
January 25 at KBC Sinjol with pas-
tor Lamkhotong Singson, executive 
secretary KBAN, and Rev. H Minlien, 
pastorate pastor of  KBAN, as the main 
speakers.

The conference was held on with the 
theme “Enlarge the place of  thy tent” 
(Isaiah 54:2). 

Meanwhile, KBAN has elected new 
team of  office bearers headed by Khel-
jang Thomsong as chairman, Satjang as 
vice chairman, Chungminthang Singson 
as secretary, Lalngam Hmar as assistant 
secretary, Seikai Hengna as finance sec-
retary and Khupkai Sitlhou as treasurer.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): The Nagaland 
State Legal Services Authority and the 
NBOCW Welfare Board department of  
Labour will be organising a special camp 
for workers of  unorganized sector, in col-
laboration With Deputy Commissioner, 
Kohima. This was informed by organizers 
on Sat. 

The Kohima District Legal Services 
Authority will be conducted a camp at 
Jakhama village SDO Civil office on Jan. 
29; Sechu Zubza SDO Civil office on Jan. 
30th; and Indra Gandhi Stadium on Jan. 
31. The programme will commence from 
9 a.m. onwards.

Those workers (18-59 years) who are 

engaged in building and other construc-
tion works (mason, plumber, carpenters, 
electricians, painters) are eligible for the 
programme, it informed.

Requirements for registration are copy 
of  1st page bank account pass book linked 
with Aadhar (personal account); birth 
certificate (for migrants workers proof  of  
age certificate will be allowed on if  it is 
from the place of  origin); Aadhar card, 
two passport photos; and proof  certificate 
as a construction worker.

A sum of  INR 25 will be collected as 
registration fee and INR 300 as premium 
(annually) to be renewed every year by 
beneficiaries.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
A training and demonstra-
tion on NFSM (pulse) was 
conducted at Changdang 
village by SDAO, Mang-
kolemba on Nov. 23. The 
department updated on 
Sat.

SDAO, Mangkolemba 
A Temsu in his keynote 
address briefed the par-
ticipants about the purpose 
of  NFSM scheme and en-
couraged them to sustain 
themselves through hard 
work. 

Farmers were also ad-
vised to minimize the use 
of  chemical inputs and 
practice organic farming.

On-field training and 
demonstration was con-
ducted by Agri. Inspector 
Chaso and Agri. Officer 
II Onglu.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
With the objective to train 
the Self  Help Group (SHG) 
in utilizing and packaging 
of  agricultural produces, 
the ATMA, Phek organ-
ised a training and farm 
visit to Dimapur from Jan. 
22 to 24th. The organisers 

on Sat. informed about 
the programme.

A team of  farmers, 
mainly women, led by 
Deputy Project Director 
Dr. Keviu Shuya visited 
Pristine Foods, an enter-
prise run by Kekhrongulo 
Kapfo, PuteuKapfo, and 

Neikhote Mekrisuh. 
The team was taught 

how to use easily avail-
able raw materials such as 
ginger, gooseberry, wild 
apple, star fruits, mango, 
pomelo, rosella, and ja-
mun etc. for producing 
candy, sauce, powdered 

products, squash and dried 
fruits. 

Wo m e n  we r e  a l s o 
trained on bio-fertilizer, 
packaging,  adver t i se -
ments, and pricing. The 
team also paid a visit to 
a piggery breeding unit in 
Dimapur.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN):  
The returning officer of  
Pughoboto Tiayanger has 
informed those polling 
officials appointed for 
the conduct of  assembly 
election under 13th Pugh-

oboto assembly constitu-
ency and their training 
which has been scheduled 
on Jan. 29, to submit two 
recent passport size pho-
tos to the Sub-Divisional 
Office. 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
The Zunheboto Range 
Students’ Union (ZRSU) 
celebrated its golden ju-
bilee from Jan. 23-25 at 
Asukhomi village, under 
the theme “Era of  enlight-
enment”.  Updates from 
union on Sat. informed 
about the event.

S Hukavi Zhimomi, 
advisor for Jails, Science & 
Technology, Home Guard, 
civil defence and chairman 
NKVIB attended the pro-
gramme as its chief  guest. 

The joint director for 
Vety. and Animal Hus-
bandry Dr. Hokheto Kiba 
and working president of  
the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) Huskha Yeptho 
were the guests of  honour, 
it was informed.

The main speakers were 

Rev. Vikuto P.Shohe, pastor 
of  Aghunato village B/C; 
KT Sukhalu IAS (retired); 
and Aheto Zhimo Lizu 
Aviqato. 

During the programme, 
the union elected a new 
team of  ZRSU executives 
with Kabo Kiba as presi-
dent and Vispeen I Yep-
thomi as general secretary. 

The ZRSU also resolved 
that the union shall be the 
guardian of  all public prop-
erties under Zunheboto 
range and any damage ren-
dered upon it will be strictly 
investigated and the offend-
ers will be penalized.

It also decided to assist 
any person from Zunhe-
boto range willing to es-
tablish shalom (men) and 
cobbler shop with a sum of  
INR 25000 each.

have instructed for use of  
CCTV and ‘videography’ 
team to monitor the activi-
ties of  election, attachment 
of  GPS to flying squads 
team to check movement 
of  FS team and installation 
of  webcasting and offline 
recording system in the 
polling stations. Therefore, 
he urged the officials en-
gaged in election duties to 
discharge their duty with 
utmost sincerity to avoid 
victimize.  

Sangtam appealed to 
the political agents / par-
ties to adhere strictly to the 
guidelines of  the ECI and 
maintain proper expendi-
ture register and submit day 
to day expenditure of  the 
candidates to the expendi-
ture monitoring cell. 

Handbook on election 
and copies of  various an-
nexure were also distrib-
uted to the parties and team 
leaders of  committees. 

After the event, the 
team visited the Expendi-
ture Monitoring cell at the 
deputy commissioner’s 
office.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.8 7.4 3.3 64 NIL

ZBT 11.6 5.4 9.6 95 NIL

MON 22 11.4 11.4 89 NIL

TUENSANG 16 11.2 5.3 59 NIL

MKG 14.4 9 7.5 62 NIL

PHEK 17.6 4 4.8 75 NIL

KIPHIRE 9.6 5.2 7.2 97 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 17 7 6.4 55 NIL

TSEMINYU 23.8 12 11.8 55 NIL

JALUKIE 28 12 12.9 98 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22.4 13 13.7 74 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
The 2nd phase of  training 
on Election Expenditure 
Monitoring Mechanism 
(EEMC) was conducted in 
the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Longleng 
on Jan. 27. 

The DPRO issued up-
dates about the event on 
Sat. 

The training was at-
tended by the election 
expenditure cell, police 
officer in charge of  fly-
ing squads, static surveil-
lance team, MCMC team, 
‘videography’ surveillance 
team and political agents 
of  all intending candidates 
/ parties.

Briefing on the activities 

of  the EEMC for smooth 
conduct of  election, the dis-
trict election officer (DEO) 
of  Longleng John Tsulise 
Sangtam appealed to all 
the teams to coordinate. 
The success and failure of  
election will depend on the 
performance of  the teams 
and committees headed by 
the district election officer, 

he said.
The DEO also informed 

that election expenditure 
observer will be arriving 
on Jan. 30 and all expendi-
ture of  the candidates will 
be monitor by the EEMC 
which is very vital for free 
and fair elections. 

For clean elections in 
the state, DEO said the ECI 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 
(EMN):  The deputy 
commiss ioner  o f  
Phek district Shana-
vas C has directed all 
the vehicles requisi-
tioned from respec-
tive jurisdictions for 
the conduct of  the 
Nagaland assembly 
elections to report 
to the local ground 
in Phek town. The 
schedule for them to 
report is:

SI. 
no. Sub-Division/ Hq. Date Time

1. Meluri 23rd Feb 2018 9 a.m.

2. Chozuba 23rd Feb 2018 9 a.m. 

3. Phek Sadar & Phek 
Town

24th Feb 2018 9 a.m. 

4. Pfutsero 24th Feb 2018 9 a.m.

5. Chizami 24th Feb 2018 9 a.m. 
 

The reporting date of  Jan. 30 which was intimated earlier 
stands cancelled, DC informed.

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): The Lazami Social Walfare Dimapur Area (LSWDA) has 
selected a new team of office bearer for the tenure 2018-20 with Pipito Tsuipu as president 
and Ghotovi Tenna Achumi as general secretary.  The president and general secretary 
can be contacted at 9436403020 and 7005325210.

Nagaland Governor PB Acharya and his wife, Kavita Acharya, lighting a lamp to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of Rani Gaidinliu at Raj Bhavan in Kohima, on Jan. 26. The governor, along with officers 
and staff of Raj Bhavan, paid tribute to the freedom fighter from Nagaland during the occasion.

In Rememberance 
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Sejungmong Sangtam (second from right) releasing the ‘Sangtam Yurah.’ Also seen in the image are 
members of the SLB on Sat. at the Circuit House in Dimapur.

EM Images

The champions of the drill compe on, Japfu house, receiving their trophy from the chief guest at Sainik 
School Punglwa on Jan. 26.

The NPF’s intending candidate from 10-Northern Angami-I assembly 
cons tuency, Khriehu Liezietsu speaking at the launch of his 
campaign in Kohima on Jan. 26.

Sangtam board makes linguistic 
point with grammar book 

NPF of Northern Angami-I launches poll campaign

Chakhro GBs laud chief minister for road projects

Sainik school celebrates Republic Day 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 27: The 
Sangtam Literature Board 
(SLB) has released its first 
edition of  a book about ver-
nacular grammar, Sangtam 
Yurah (‘Yurah’ is Sangtam 
for grammar), on Janu-
ary 27 at Circuit House in 

Dimapur. The book was 
released by the president 
of  the United Sangtam 
Gazetted Officers’ Union 
(USGOU) Sejungmong 
Sangtam. 

Expressing satisfac-
tion at the efforts of  the 
board, Sangtam remarked 

that tribal literature was 
required especially during 
a time when the society 
had been moving rapidly. 
Such efforts and endeavour 
aim at developing literature 
must continue, Sangtam 
said. He has extended sup-
port and cooperation to the 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 
(EMN): Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) under 10 
Northern Angami-I as-
sembly constituency has 
kick started campaigning 
for its intending candi-
date Khriehu Liezietsu at 
Ruleizou on January 26 
for the ensuing state as-
sembly election.

Keduolhoutuo Rutsa, 
president NPF 10 North-
ern Angami 1AC, chaired 
the meeting, while 
Ruokuozhalie Khruo-
mo, president of  farm-
ers’ wing, invoked God’s 
blessing on the intending 
candidate, party function-
aries and the gathering. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Khriehu Liezietsu 
thanked the electorates 
of  10 Northern Angami- 
1 AC for electing him in 
2013. Stating that he had 
placed many initiatives 
and projects for the con-
sideration of  the state gov-
ernment, he wished that 
he would be given another 
opportunity in order to 
translate them in reality. 

In order to materialise 
his vision, Khriehu has 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
Expounding that good 
roads are indispensable for 
development, Chakhroma 
GBs’ Union (CGBU) has 
expressed delight on the 
announcement by the state 
chief  minister to improve 
the Dimapur portion of  
the National Highway 29 
on January 17.

The union has deeply 
appreciated the commit-
ment given by the chief  
minister to initiate two-
laning from New Field 
Check Gate to Zion Hos-
pital and four-laning from 
Zion Hospital to Chu-
mukedima with quality 
workmanship saying the 

initiation of  improving the 
Dimapur portion of  the 
NH 29 was a much wel-
comed step. 

While assuring its full-
est support for the smooth 
execution of  the project, 
CGBU has requested one 
and all to extend coopera-
tion for the completion of  
the works without any hin-
drance. 

Meanwhile CGBU in 
a press release issued by 
its president Thepfukedo 
Kuotso and the general sec-
retary Atso Gwizan have 
expressed concern over 
the alleged rigid attitude 
of  some land owners who 
are yet to dismantle and re-

move their properties along 
the ongoing four-laning 
between Dimapur and Ko-
hima despite receiving due 
compensation. 

It stated that failure 
to remove the properties 
by the said landowners 
are posing hindrance to 
the early completion of  
the work and resulting 
in inconvenience to all 
commuters along the said 
route. In the backdrop of  
the situation, CGBU has 
appealed to the land own-
ers within Chakhroma 
area to cooperate with the 
authority so that the works 
are carried out on time. 

With regard to certain 

villages stalling the laying 
of  railway line from Di-
mapur to Kohima, CGBU 
made it clear that the rate 
of  compensation had been 
settled and duly paid to the 
land owners. The union 
was of  the view that once 
compensation was settled 
and paid, there was no 
reason to agitate now and 
it is not the practice of  the 
Nagas who were known 
for honesty and who hon-
ours and keeps their com-
mitments made. 

CGBU has sincerely 
appealed to the villages to 
reconsider their stand and 
allow the developmen-
tal activities to proceed 

Dimapur, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
Sainik School Punglwa 
(SSP) commemorated the 
69th Republic Day in re-
membering and honour-
ing the great patriots and 
martyrs whose supreme 
sacrifice and untiring ef-
fort gave the nation the 
constitution which ena-
bled self-governance and 
self-determination. 

Group Captain Sharad 
R Keskar, the school prin-
cipal, graced the occasion 

as the chief  guest and un-
furled the tri-colour and 
inspected the parade. In 
his short speech, the chief  
guest dwelt on the impor-
tance of  the day and how 
a cadet can contribute to 
build the nation. He paid 
tributes to the visionaries 
and martyrs of  the coun-
try who have made India 
proud. 

The chief  guest also 
reminded the students to 
meticulously perform their 

KG-2277

KG-2276

Funeral Service of
Late Rhibizo Peseyie

Venue: Kuda (Nagarjan) A Khel
Dimapur

Date: 28/01/2018
Time: 12:00 noon

D-5008

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY!

Our  heartiest  congratulations  
and  best  wishes  go  to  our  
beloved  Mr. Sakumetong  

Changkiri, on  attaining   100  
Years  of  life’s  incredible journey  
on  28-01-2018!  This 100 Years of 
your   life is written & composed 
by God alone. What  an  amazing  
journey  you  are  on  by  the  Grace  
of  God! May  this  blessing  of  God  
be  with  you  till  you  last  breath! 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for His 
good, His love endures forever.” I 
Chronicles -16:34.

Once again, Happy & Blessed 
Birthday!

Brothers, Sisters, Sons, Daughters, Brothers & Sisters-in-Law, Sons &  
Daughters-in-Law, Grand Children & Great Grand Children.

D-5005

uplift of  Sangtam litera-
ture.  

The chairman of  the 
SLB Dr. Meren Sangtam 
also addressed the event. 
He expressed hope that 
the Sangtam Yurah would 
help the community. He 
welcomed suggestions and 
rectifications, if  any, from 
readers to supplement the 
content of  the book. 

The board’s chairman 
informed the gathering that 
the SLB had entrusted the 
project to SLB member C 
Tsalongse.  The former has 
appreciated the latter and 
the editorial team for pro-
ductively bringing out the 
Yurah Vakha (also, Sang-
tam for grammar book).     
The board has appreciated 
the Nagaland School Edu-
cation department and the 
State Council of  Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing for their support and 
guidance toward develop-
ing community literature 
works in the state.    

appealed to the people of  
his constituency in par-
ticular and the Nagas in 
general to vote him back 
to power.

Keneizhakho Nibu 
Nakhro and Dr. Tseil-
houtuo, the intending 
candidates from 8 West-
ern Angami AC and 9 
Kohima Town AC, have 
also spoke at the meeting.

The programme end-
ed with the vote of  thanks 
pronounced by Aviu 
Suokhrie, NPF youth 
wing president of  10 
Northern Angami 1 AC.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by Di-
ethonguzo Miachieo.

smoothly for the benefit of  
all Nagas. 

CGBU further ap-
pealed to the respective vil-
lage councils situated near 
the highway to extend 
their cooperation so that 
the works are not stalled 
by few individuals.

duties to the country.
The parade contingent 

was lead by the school ca-
det captain Tokhou Humt-

soe. Cadets Kalom Taggu 
and Kohang Guing de-
livered speeches in Hindi 
and English respectively, 
recalling the glorious his-
tory of  the Republic of  In-
dia while cadets of  Classes 
VII and VIII sang patriotic 
songs. As part of  the Re-
public Day celebration, 
drill competition was held 
amongst the six mother 
houses. In the competi-
tion, Japfu House secured 
the first position and lifted 
the trophy.

Meanwhile, contin-
gent consisting of  24 ca-
dets of  Class IX lead by 
cadet Lenmin Perme of  
Class X represented the 
school in the district level 
Republic Day celebration 
in Peren.  The contingent 
stood first amongst the 
many schools that partici-
pated in the event.
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New Delhi/Shillong, Jan. 27 
(IANS): The Congress on Sat-
urday released a list of 57 candi-
dates, including Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma, for the Febru-
ary 27 elections to the 60-mem-
ber Meghalaya Assembly.

The list, which also includes 
state Congress President Celes-
tine Lyngdoh and Congress Lok 
Sabha member Vincent H. Pala, 
was released in New Delhi after 
the Congress’ screening commit-
tee headed by Oscar Fernandes 
finalised the names.

However, the screening com-

mittee couldn’t finalise its candi-
dates in three assembly constitu-
encies - Pynthorumkhrah, South 
Shillong and Khliehriat.

Pynthorumkhrah constitu-
ency was represented by Con-
gress legislator Alexander Hek, 
who is expected to contest on a 
BJP ticket.

“Since there are more ap-
plicants in these three assembly 
seats, we have decided to keep it 
pending and will finalise the can-
didates within a week’s time,” 
Pala told IANS. 

On the other hand, the Con-

gress party denied a ticket to its 
sitting party legislator Bluebell 
R. Sangma in favour of  new-
comer Lazarus Sangma.

Incumbent Chief  Minister 
Mukul Sangma, who has been 
winning for five consecutive 
terms from Ampatigiri constitu-
ency since 1993, will be contest-
ing from two assembly seats 
- Ampatigiri and Songsak under 
Tura parliamentary constitu-
ency in Garo Hills region.

Hoping Stone Lyngdoh, 
who was president of  the Hill 
State People’s Democratic Party 

(HSPDP) till his death, had 
successfully contested from two 
Assembly seats - the erstwhile 
Pariong (now Mawthadraishan) 
and Nongstoi in the 1988 elec-
tions.

The list includes the names 
of:  Home Minister Hor ju 
Donkupar Roy Lyngdoh, Pub-
lic Works Department Minis-
ter Martin M. Danggo, Excise 
Minister Zenith Sangma, Ur-
ban Affairs Minister Ronnie 
V. Lyngdoh, Information and 
Technology Minister Ampareen 
Lyngdoh, Education Minister 

Deborah Marak, Forest, Envi-
ronment and Climate Change 
Minister Clement Marak and 
Public Health Engineering Min-
ister Celestine Lyngdoh.

Five women candidates are 
on the list, including sitting 
Congress legislator Dikanchi D. 
Shira, who is also the wife of  
Chief Minister Sangma. 

Assembly Speaker Abu 
Taher Mondal’s name also fig-
ures in the Congress list.

State Congress President 
Celestine Lyngdoh voiced con-
fidence that the party will retain 

power in Meghalaya.
“We are targeting to win 30 

seats and we might just cross 
31 on the result day,” Lyngdoh 
told IANS. 

Earlier, in a blow to the 
Congress, seven legislators had 
resigned, of whom five - Rowell 
Lyngdoh, Prestone Tynsong, 
Coming One Ymbon, Ngaitlang 
Dhar and Sniawbhalang Dhar - 
had joined the National Peoples 
Party.

Alexander Hek, who was 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister in the Mukul Sangma 

Cabinet before being sacked 
last year, joined the BJP, while 
Khasi Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council Chief  Executive 
Member P.N. Syiem joined the 
newly-floated People’s Demo-
cratic Front.

Veteran Congress legislators, 
including four-time Chief Min-
ister D.D. Lapang, incumbent 
Deputy Chief  Minister Roytre 
Christopher Laloo and Health 
and Family Welfare Minister 
Roshan Warjri, have declared 
themselves “retired” from elec-
toral politics.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
A coordinating body of  a 
Manipur group called the 
Scheduled Tribe Demand 
Committee (STDC) has 
started consultations with 
public leaders in an effort 
to garner support for the 
inclusion of the Meitei com-
munity in the Scheduled 
Tribe list. 

A delegation of  the 
STDC’s coordinating group 
led by Convenor Mutum 
Churamani and Publicity 
Chairman Thokchom Gopi-
mohon met with P Dhana-
kumar, former chairman of  
the Board of Secondary Ed-

ucation of Manipur (BSEM) 
on Jan. 23. It sought his sup-
port for the campaign which 
started in 2012.

The former chairman 
told the media that the ‘liv-
ing space of  the Meitei is 
vanishing with every com-
munity being accommodat-
ed in the plain areas which 
geographically comprises 
just 10 percent of the state’s 
area.’ On the other hand 
, although the Meitei are 
a major community, they 
cannot settle in the hills as it 
is said to be protected from 
intrusion of non-Scheduled 
Tribes.

Unless the existing 

small portion of  land in 
the plain area is protected, 
there are chances of  the 
Meitei being displaced from 
their own land, Dhanaku-
mar said. But if  it was a 
scheduled area, it could be 
protected. Therefore, he 
said, inclusion of the Meitei 
in the Scheduled Tribe list 
is required in the present 
context.  

The former IPS officer 
explained that treating the 
‘unequal as equal’ was injus-
tice according to a Supreme 
Court’s ruling in 1992 which 
says ‘unequal should be un-
equal; it should not be made 
equal.’ 

The Meitei being classi-
fied in the general category 
‘violates’ article-14 of  the 
Indian Constitution, he 
claimed.

During the first consul-
tations held recently, the 
coordinating body of  the 
STDC met with veteran 
parliamentarian and BJP 
leader Okram Joy during 
which the former opposi-
tion firebrand Joy expressed 
his support to the campaign 
for inclusion of  the Meitei 
in the ST list. 

Joy had suggested that 
the government constitute a 
committee to look into the 
matter so that the Meitei 

would get constitutional 
protection.

The functionaries of the 
coordinating body, who plan 
to continue their campaign 
till March, said that the on-
going campaign will bring a 
‘cohesive and harmonious 
society’ in Manipur based on 
‘ethnic social equality.’ 

The central government 
had previously sought the 
state government’s recom-
mendation on the demand 
for inclusion of  the Meitei 
community in the ST list. 
The committee making the 
demand is planning to hold 
talks with state’s government 
soon.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 27 (EMN): A group called the 
‘Border Protection Forum-Karbi Anglong’ 
(BPF-KA) has denounced the alleged ‘brutal 
act’ of the Assam police at Maibang in Dima 
Hasao district against protesters. 

‘The merciless killing of  the innocent 
people in Dima Hasao compelled the BPF-
KA to emerge with some hypothetical state-
ment as to whether the indigenous people 
of this region have the right to express their 
feelings despite being the concerned citizens 
of  the largest democratic country of  the 
world,’ stated the group’s Convenor George 
Timung during a media conference at the 
KSA’s conference hall on Jan. 27 Sat.

During the media briefing the organisa-
tion demanded a CBI enquiry and to serve 
justice to the victims. It has appealed to the 
government of India to disclose the ‘Naga 
framework’ immediately in order to ‘avoid 
the chaotic and unwanted situation in days 
to come,’ Timung added. 

A press statement which was released 
by various organisations such as CPI (ML), 

Hills Party Committee, All India Students’ 
Association (AISA); RYA, KNCA, AIPWA 
and KAKISS demanded immediate arrest 
of RSS leader Jagadamba Mall who is said 
to have propagated the inclusion of Dima 
Hasao territory land into the proposed 
“greater Nagalim” (NSCN-IM) draft ‘frame-
work agreement’ and to serve punishment 
to him.  

Further, the organisations demanded a 
compensation of INR 20 lakh each to the 
kin of the victims Mithun Dibrangede and 
Prakanta Hakamosa who lost their lives; 
INR five lakh each to the injured persons, 
besides free medical treatment for them. 

The release also demanded immediate 
CBI enquiry to be launched and the ruling 
BJP Assam government who hold the Home 
Minister portfolio and Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonawal should quit his posts 
on moral grounds. 

The press statement was signed by CPI 
(ML) HPC’s office Secretary Gobin Tokbi, 
AISA Secretary Ranjit Kramsa, and RYA’s 
Secretary Chatton Mozumder. 

Our Correspondent   
Imphal, Jan. 27 (EMN): Manipur’s Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh has said that a fast-
track court would be established soon to 
tackle ‘the drug menace’ and to punish drug 
smugglers and those associated with such 
businesses in the state. The fast track court 
would replace the present NDPS court to 
hear all cases concerning drug cases. 

The chief  minister was addressing the 
4th distribution of educational financial as-
sistance for children of widows in Langtha-
bal constituency. The event was held at 
Lilong Chajing Mairenkhong Community 
Hall on Jan. 27 . Sat. 

The function was organised by the 
Langthabal Kendra Widow’s Welfare As-
sociation.

Speaking as chief guest of the function, 
the chief  minister said that a committee 
had been formed with principal secretary 
for Home as its chairman, and an ADG as 
vice-chairman to tackle the ‘issue of  drug 
menace’ in the state. 

Biren Singh said that inspector-generals, 
deputy commissioners, and police superin-
tendents would comprise the committee for 
which an official order would be issued too. 
He mentioned that such a committee will 
be checking drug peddling and smuggling 
in the state. 

Further, the chief  minister said that 
a ‘Watsapp group’ had been formed to 
exchange information related to the ‘drug 
menace.’ He is said to have been receiving 

photographs and reports of poppy plants in 
Kangpokpi and Churachandpur area being 
destroyed through the group. 

Expressing serious concern at the ‘wide-
spread poppy and cannabis plantation’ in 
different parts of the state, the chief minister 
asked the administrators in concern to de-
stroy the plants within the month of March.

In other matters, the chief minister ap-
preciated the initiative by the minister for 
CAF&PD Karam Shyam to help widows. 
Biren Singh said that the objective of such an 
initiative was to bring positive changes.  He 
opined that the ‘essence of being in politics’ 
was to render humane services with a hu-
man touch to bring ‘inclusive development.’ 
He said that there would be no meaning in 
having good roads and infrastructure when 
there is ‘no good education, livelihood etc. 
for the people of the state. ‘

‘The foremost duty of  being a human 
is to help the downtrodden, widows, the 
elderly, and the homeless of the state. The 
present government is committed to bring-
ing inclusive development with initiatives 
such as providing free diagnostics facilities at 
government hospitals; financial and welfare 
assistance to the disabled and senior citizens; 
health assurance schemes for the poor and 
the disabled etc. 

495 children were selected for financial 
assistance in education. The assistance was 
instituted with the donation of  ministers’ 
monthly salary and voluntary monetary 
donations from well-wishers.

Guwahati, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
A hardcore terrorist of  the 
anti-talk faction of the Na-
tional Democratic Front 
of  Bodoland (NDFB) was 
gunned down by security 
forces in Kokrajhar district 
of Assam, an Army officer 
said.

Defence spokesman Lt 
Col Suneet Newton said 
the incident occurred in Ak-
shiguri area.

“A 9mm pistol and some 
ammunition were seized 
from the slain cadre, identi-
fied as Ricardo Hazuary 
alias Rekhai.”

He said a joint operation 
was launched in the area by 

Red Horns Division of the 
Army and Assam Police fol-
lowing a tip-off.

“During the operation, 
movement of  armed per-
sons was detected. When 
challenged, they opened in-
discriminate fire on the joint 
team. One armed terrorist 
was killed in the ensuing 
controlled retaliatory firing.” 

He was later identified 
as Ricardo.

Newton said Ricardo 
was a trained terrorist and 
a listed cadre of the NDFB 
faction and was involved in 
shooting local contractor 
Rasna Basumatary in No-
vember 2017.

Agartala, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
Five persons, including two 
children and two women, 
have been killed in two road 
accidents in Tripura, police 
said on Saturday.

“Two children and two 
women were killed when 
their auto-rickshaw collided 
with a Bolero (SUV). An-
other passenger in the auto-
rickshaw was also injured,” 
a police officer said.

The accident occurred 
in Panisagar in northern 

Tripura on Friday night. Po-
lice have arrested the auto-
rickshaw driver.

In another accident at 
Fireservice Chowmuhani 
here on Friday night, a 
young biker was killed 
after a collision with a 
Bolero. 

Police said the biker, 
who was drunk and riding 
rashly rammed into another 
motorcycle -- injuring a cou-
ple, before colliding with 
the car.

New Delhi, Jan. 27 (IANS): Union Min-
ister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju on Sat-
urday hailed those who countered a protest 
outside the Indian High Commission in 
London in support of Kashmir freedom on 
the country’s 69th Republic Day.

The minister also said that fringe ele-
ments can’t damage the Indian spirit.

“Salute to the Indian patriots in London. 
The minuscule fringe elements can’t dent 
the spirit of India. We are all one from Aru-
nachal Pradesh to Jammu and Kashmir, Na-
galand to Rann of Kutch, and Kanyakumari 
to Punjab,” Rijiju said in a tweet. 

Rijiju said “I was very impressed with 
our zealously patriotic Indian diaspora and 
enjoyed a warm interaction with them, 
which was organised by the High Commis-
sion of India in London”.

Clashes erupted outside the Indian High 
Commission in Central London on Friday 
evening as British Lord Nazir Ahmed, a 
pro-Pakistan peer in the House of  Lords, 
organised a black-day protest to demand 
freedom for Kashmir and Khalistan. 

The protest turned violent after Ahmed’s 
supporters were countered by many Indian 
and British groups.

Agartala, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
Tripura Governor Tathagata 
Roy said on Saturday “sabo-
tage” was being attempted 
on the newly laid broad-
gauge Agartala-Udaipur 
railway line in the state and 
demanded an investigation.

“Cases of  sabotage of  
newly-laid rail track taking 
place in parts of Tripura. Re-
moval of fish plates and an 
attempt at sawing through 
a rail have been reported. I 
am in touch with General 

Manager, N.F. Railway and 
the state government,” Roy 
said in a tweet.

Speaking to IANS, the 
Tripura Governor said: “I 
came to know about the 
incident in December end 
last year after finding the 
report published in a local 
newspaper.”

Demanding a proper 
investigation into the matter, 
Roy said it could have been 
carried out by anybody... 
insurgents or Rohingyas. 

On January 24, 2017, 
then Railway Minister 
Suresh Prabhu inaugurated 
the 44.76 km new rail line 
beyond Agartala -- up to the 
temple city of Udaipur.

The rail line section is 
part of the 114-km Agartala-
Sabroom broad gauge line 
project.

The anticipated cost 
of  the Agartala-Sabroom 
project is Rs 3,351 crore 
and would be completed by 
March 2019.

There are three cross-
ing stations -- Bishalgarh, 
Bishramganj and Udaipur 
-- and one halt at Skerkote 
on the Agartala-Udaipur 
railway line. There are 58 
road crossings and 87 major 
and minor bridges across the 
new line.

Nor theast  Frontier 
Railway General Manager 
Chahatey Ram, said: “Two 
incidents of  the track tam-
pering were found in early 
December.”

He said in one case, the 
railway team found the fish 
plates of  the tracks were 
removed for over a distance 
of 15-20 metres. 

“While in another inci-
dent, which was reported a 
week later, there were marks 
of saw of the tracks which 
indicated that someone tried 
to cut the rail,” he said. 

He also said that the 
matter was reported to po-
lice immediately and a case 
was lodged.

Guwahati, Jan. 27 (PTI): CPI(M) 
Polit Bureau member Brinda Karat 
today condemned Thursday’s at-
tack on a school bus by anti-Pad-
maavat protesters in Gurugram and 
claimed that the BJP led the Centre 
is following an appeasement policy 
for vote bank politics.

Protesters allegedly belonging 
to fringe Rajput group Karni Sena 
pelted stones at a school bus carry-
ing children shattering its windows. 

However, no injury was reported 
on the January 24 incident at Guru-
gram and Karni Sena has denied its 
involvement in the incident.

When Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was speaking at the World 
Economic Forum at Davos, “a bus 
full of  school children near our 
capital at Gurgaon was attacked 
by Karni Sena which is part of the 
large Sangh Parivar,” Karat said.

“Neither the Prime Minister nor 

any of his leaders had anything to 
say about this. Its clear that the BJP 
and the RSS are following a policy 
of appeasement for vote bank poli-
tics as far as the Karni Sena is con-
cerned,” she told a press conference.

Despite the Supreme Court’s 
direction to hold shows of  Pad-
maavat, the BJP and RSS ensured 
that it remained banned as they are 
supporting those violent actions of  
those groups, Karat alleged. 

“I believe this is latest example 
of  intolerance of  this government 
and the Sangh Parivar on freedom 
of expression,” the senior CPI(M) 
leader said.

On the OXFAM report that said 
India’s richest 1 per cent now holds 
a huge 58 per cent of the country’s 
total wealth, she said the growing 
inequality in the economic front 
under the Modi regime is a cause 
for concern.

Agartala, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
The Tripura Government 
will hire an air ambulance 
to ferry officials and security 
personnel in emergency situ-
ations during the February 
18 elections to the 60-seat 
Assembly, an official said 
here on Saturday.

“We have invited bids 
from reputed companies 
from across the country op-

erating air ambulance servic-
es,” a Transport Department 
official said.

An Election Department 
official said the Election 
Commission had directed 
authorities in election-bound 
Tripura, Meghalaya and 
Nagaland to keep ready air 
ambulances for emergencies 
during the Assembly polls.

The five-year terms of  

Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura Assemblies expire 
on March 6, 13, and 14, re-
spectively. Single-phase As-
sembly polls will be held in 
Tripura on February 18, and 
in Nagaland and Meghalaya 
on February 27. Counting of  
votes for all three northeast-
ern states with 60-member 
Assemblies each, will be 
done on March 3.

In Tripura, over 30,000 
civil officials would be en-
gaged in conducting the 
Assembly elections.

Besides, the poll panel, 
on the request of  the state 
government, would deploy 
more than 30,000 additional 
central paramilitary forces 
before the elections. 

The central paramili-
tary forces, comprising the 

Border Security Force, the 
Central Industrial Securi-
ty Force, and the Central 
Reserve Police Force have 
started arriving in the state 
in a phased manner.

“The Election Commis-
sion has also directed all 
three states to tighten secu-
rity along the inter-state and 
international borders,” the 
official added.

Guwahati, Jan. 27 (PTI): Corporate hon-
chos, including Ratan Tata, Mukesh Am-
bani, Dilip Sanghvi and physician Naresh 
Trehan, will be part of over 4,800 delegates 
from across the world in first ever global 
investors summit in Assam.

The summit ‘Advantage Assam’, being 
organised on February 3-4 at a total expendi-
ture of Rs 32 crore, will also witness partici-
pation of business leaders and ministers from 
as many as 20 countries such as the ASEAN 
nations, the US, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Japan, UAE and Israel.

It “has a unique advantage of being at a 
strategic geographic location with a strong 
connectivity network, making it an ideal 
destination for business with the ASEAN 
countries.

That is why, the objective of the summit 
is to position Assam as India’s expressway to 
ASEAN,” Assam Commerce and Industry 
Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary said at 
a press conference. Advantage Assam will 
be the largest ever investment promotion and 
facilitation initiative by the state government 
and it will showcase the opportunities of-
fered by the state in terms of export-oriented 
manufacturing and services to ASEAN and 
other countries, he added.

“A total of 14 international and domestic 
roadshows were organised as a part of the 
pre-summit preparations. High powered 
delegation of the state government, many 
of which were led by the Chief Minister, en-
gaged in more than 200 one-on-one meetings 
with corporate houses in these roadshows. 
We have seen over 4,800 delegate registra-
tions,” Patowary said.

With these, the state government has 
been able to draw attention of industry lead-
ers like Tata Group’s Ratan Tata, Reliance’s 
Mukesh Ambani, Dilip Shanghvi from Sun 
Pharmaceuticals, Dabur’s Anand Burman 
and Harshavardhan Neotia from Ambuja 
Neotia Cements, who have confirmed their 
presence in the summit, he added.

The minister also informed that Amar 
Abrol from Air Asia India, Welspun Group’s 
Balakrishan Goenka, Subhash Chandra 
of  Essel Group, Emami’s Sushil Goenka, 

Rashesh Shah of Edelweiss and Sanjiv Puri 
from ITC have also registered for the event.

“Besides, Naresh Trehan from Medanta - 
The Medicity - and filmmaker Subhash Ghai 
have confirmed to be a part of the summit 
deliberations, among others,” he added.

Patowary also informed that the gov-
ernment has identified 12 focus sectors for 
the summit, including agriculture and food 
processing, handloom-textile-handicrafts, 
logistics, river transport-port township, IT-
ITeS, pharmaceutical-medical equipment, 
plastics-petrochemicals and power.

Tourism-hospitality-wellness, civil avia-
tion, petroleum - natural gas and startups-
innovation are the other focus areas for the 
business tycoons, he added.

Talking about incentives for investment, 
Patowary said the state government has 
come out with the Assam Industries (Tax 
Reimbursement for Eligible Units) Scheme, 
2017, under which tax exemptions will be 
given up to 200 per cent on the fixed capital 
for the units set up till December 31, 2022.

“Besides, to strengthen the investment 
scenario, the state has instituted some very 
attractive sectoral policies.

We will also introduce an overall state 
industrial policy. The central government 
policy for industrial development of North 
East is also coming soon,” he added. 

On the poor power scenario, Patowary 
accepted that Assam is an electricity-defi-
cient state, but said it will source the same 
from the National Power Grid for upcoming 
industries.

“During the last one year, we could bring 
investment to the tune of  Rs 6,500 crore 
in various sectors. It is a big achievement. 
Besides, we also got sanction for developing 
nine port townships across Assam for an 
investment of Rs 1,100 crore,” he added.

These townships will come up at Bo-
gibeel, Neematighat, Kamalabari, Silghat, 
Pandu, Silchar, Karimganj, Jogighopa and 
Dhubri, the minister informed. 

Besides, dredging work at Brahmaputra 
is going on with two dredgers, while more 
are on the way, to create an effective water-
way through the river, he added.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ZUNHEBOTO
NO.JUD.21/2017-18/121 Dtd. Zbto.     the 20.01.18.
Notice calling objection for the issue of Succession Certi�cate

Smti Luheli of New Colony Zunheboto Town District 
Zunheboto has applied for the issue of Succession 
Certi�cate/ Guardianship Certi�cate declaring that her 
husband Late Y. Pukiye Sema has expired on 25th Nov 
2017.

It is hereby noti�ed that if no objection to issue this 
certi�cate is received from anyone within a period of 
30(thirty) days w.e.f the date of publication in press, the 
Certi�cate shall be issued and no further complaint will be 
entertained for issue of the same.

Sd/-
Tridibesh Roy, IAS

Deputy Commissioner 
Zunheboto: NagalandD-5006

FELICITATION
The Yachem Students’ Union (YSU) with 
immense pride and joy would like to 
extend our heartiest congratulations to 
P. Chinglong Phom on being promoted 
to Headmaster
C. Chotongchiba Phom on being 
promoted to Junior Sectional Officer 
(JSO).

 H.Chingmei Phom N. Chüong Phom 
 President, YSU Gen. Secy, YSU 

DP-304

To,
The Principal Secretary and Commissioner,
Nagaland: Kohima

Sir,
With reference to the subject cited above, we the undersigned have the 

honour to state the following for attachment of the Departmental O�ce under 
Tobu and Mopong to their respective Directorates/ Head O�ces at Kohima with 
delegation of special administrative, technical and �nancial power to the �eld 
o�cers posted under Tobu and Mopong Sub-Division to function directly under 
the HoDs at Kohima and take up developmental matters and administrative 
problems with Kohima.

Therefore, the attachment of the Departmental O�ce under Tobu and 
Mopong to their respective Directorates/ Head O�ces at Kohima with delegation 
of special administrative, technical and �nancial power will bring governance 
closer to the people and public service at their doorsteps. We strongly urge you 
to take our appeal with all sincerity and seriousness.

 (YANGKON KONYAK) (S B POANGBA)
 Co-Convener, Co-Convener,
  Tobu District Demand Committee Tobu District Demand Committee

Thanking you.
Yours Sincerely,

1. For approval or to process for any developmental or administrative works, the 
public of Tobu and Mopong has to travel as far as 190 KMs to Mon and then 
to Kohima which cause huge inconveniences and unforeseen expenditure to 
the public.

2. The Departmental O�cials are unable to implement the works as per 
the schedules of the Government which results in depriving the people 
of the bene�ts under various Schemes, Programmes and employment 
opportunities. 

Subject: Request for attachment of the Departmental O�ces under Tobu 
and Mopong to their respective Directorates/ Head O�ces at Kohima with 
delegation of special administrative, technical and �nancial power to the 
�eld o�cers posted under Tobu and Mopong Sub-Division.

D-5007

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.66/2018 Dated: 24.01.2018

DEPONENT
Sworn before me by the Deponent 
Notary Public

I, Miss. Achano Ngullie @ Thungchano N. Ngullie, D/o. Nyanthung Ngullie, Resident of 
H. No.329, Opp. Mount Sinai School, Zuvotong Colony, Dist.- Wokha, Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:- 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India. 
2. That, earlier, I was known and identified by the name of “Thungchano N. Ngullie”, 
which is entered and recorded in my academic certificates and official records.
3. That, now I am changing my name from "Thungchano N. Ngullie" to "Achano Ngullie". 
4. That, "Thungchano N. Ngullie" and "Achano Ngullie" are the names of one and the 
same person, i.e., my name only. 
5. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare my new name as "Achano Ngullie" and I 
shall use the same in all my future official correspondence and records. 
6. That, the statements made above from para 1 to 5 of this affidavit is made by me which 
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, belief and nothing is concealed therein. 
And I have signed this affidavit on this 24th day of January’2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland. 

D-5009

Applications are invited to fill up the following posts of Assistant 
Professors in KROS College as under:-
Commerce- 3 posts, Economics- 2 Posts, English- 4 posts, 
Political Science- 2 posts, EVS- 1 post, History- 2 posts, 
Education- 2 posts
Qualification: a) M.A/M.Com with at least 55% marks.
 b) NET/PhD preferred
 c) Preference shall be given to  
 candidates having teaching experience
Scale Pay:- 15600-39100 with increment @ 3%
Application with full bio-data duly supported by certificate from 
HSLC onward with 2 passport size photographs must reach the 
office of the undersigned on or before 05.02.2018.
Date of interview shall be communicated in due course.

Principal
KROS College, Leirie, Kohima

ADVERTISEMENT

K-1543

D-5004
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Among sector and industry indices, IT climbed by 3.63 percent

The BSE Small-Cap index fell 
0.59 per cent. Both these indices 
underperformed the Sensex.

Roundup: IT, Metal Stocks Gained Big

Gold drops INR 250, silver below INR 41,000/kg

Google’s AI-powered camera 
now available on its online store

Twitter now lets advertisers sponsor 
‘Moments’ from publishers

2.00 per cent, teck 1.65 per 
cent, PSU 1.23 per cent, 
healthcare 1.08 per cent, 
realty 1.03 per cent and 
FMCG 0.68 per cent.

However, consumer du-
rables fell by 2.60 per cent, 
IPO 1.51 per cent, auto 
1.32 per cent and power 
0.65 per cent Among the 
31-share Sensex pack, 21 
stocks rose and remaining 
10 stocks fell during the 
week. Major Index gainer 
ONGC jumped 7.57 per 
cent. ONGC on Friday, 19 
January 2018, approved 
acquisition of  the entire 
51.11 per cent shareholding 
of  Government of  India 
(GoI) in HPCL, at a cash 
purchase consideration of  
Rs. 473.97 per share with 
a total acquisition cost of  
Rs. 36915 crore. The par-
ties expect to complete the 
transaction before end of  
January 2018.

It was followed by TCS 
5.52 per cent, Coal India 
5.34 per cent, Yes Bank 
4.06 per cent, Axis Bank 
3.98 per cent, Reliance 
3.79 per cent, L&T 2.99 per 
cent, Kotak Bank 2.97 per 

cent, Indus Ind Bank 2.79 
per cent, ITC 2.56 per cent, 
Infosys 2.41 per cent and 
Bajaj Auto 2.47 per cent.

However, Telecom ma-
jor Bharti Airtel slumped 
9.07 per cent. The stock was 
the biggest loser from the 
Sensex pack. The company 
announced during trading 
hours on Wednesday, 24 
January, that it has received 
an approval for the acquisi-
tion of  Tigo Rwanda, a 
subsidiary of  Millicom 
International Cellular S.A. 
from the Rwanda Utili-
ties Regulatory Authority 
(RURA).

It was followed by Tata 
Motors DVR 6.56 per cent, 
Wipro 5.02 per cent, Tata 
Motors 4.48 per cent, Asian 
Paints 3.71 per cent, M&M 
1.11 per cent and Power 
Grid 1.05 per cent.

The total  tur nover 
during the week on BSE 
fell to Rs. 22,625.37 crs 
as against last weekend’s 
level of  Rs. 30,737.02 
crores, While NSE dipped 
to 1,66,288.96 compared 
to Rs. 1,87,256.67 crs pre-
viously.

expedited shipping option 
will deliver the device by 
February 27,” 9to5Google 
reported on Saturday.

The clip-on camera it-
self  automatically adjusts 
its resolution according to 
the situation and has a 130-
degree lens to fit more of the 
scene in the frame.

“The camera leverages 
“Moment IQ” -- an onboard 
and offline Machine Learn-

ing model -- and a Visual 
Processing Unit to automati-
cally capture meaningful im-
ages by recognising the right 
expressions, lighting and 
framing,” the report added.

The device was unveiled 
at the company’s flagship 
Pixel 2 launch event in Octo-
ber 2017 and passed through 
the US Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) 
last week.

New Delhi, Jan. 27 (PTI): Gold 
prices fell by INR 250 to trade at 
INR 31,200 per 10 grams at the 
bullion market on Saturday due 
to a slowdown in buying by lo-
cal jewellers even as the rates of  
the precious metal strengthened 
overseas.

Silver too cracked below the 
INR 41,000-mark by falling INR 

350 to INR 40,650 per kg due 
to reduced offtake by industrial 
units.

Bullion traders said fall in 
demand from local jewellers and 
retailers at existing levels at the 
domestic spot market mainly 
pulled down gold prices but a firm 
trend overseas capped the fall.

Globally, gold rose 0.15 per 

cent to USD 1,349.30 an ounce 
and silver by 0.72 per cent to USD 
17.38 an ounce in New York on 
Friday.

In the national capital, gold 
of  99.9 per cent and 99.5 per cent 
purity plunged by INR 250 each to 
INR 31,200 and INR 31,050 per 
10 gram, respectively.

Sovereign, however, remained 

flat at INR 24,800 per piece of  
eight gram.

In step with gold, silver ready 
fell by INR 350 to INR 40,650 per 
kg and weekly-based delivery by 
INR 170 to INR 39,960 per kg.

Silver coins, however, spurted 
by INR 1,000 to INR 75,000 for 
buying and INR 76,000 for selling 
of  100 pieces.

San Francisco, Jan. 27 (IANS): Adding a 
new advertising product to its line-up, micro-
blogging platform Twitter announced it is 
now offering brands the ability to sponsor 
“Moments” - that includes a series of tweets 
from select publishers.

“The first ‘Sponsored Moment’ is al-
ready live and the feature is now broadly 
available to all publishers who participate 
in ‘In-Stream Sponsorships’ worldwide,” 
TechCrunch reported on Saturday.

“Sponsored Moments” give advertisers 
the ability to add a branded cover image to 
the ‘Moment’ in question, as well as insert 

their own brand’s tweets into the round-up.
“The ‘Moment’ can also be promoted 

and targeted towards a specific audience 
using Twitter’s advertising tools,” the report 
added.

The publisher partners available for 
“Sponsored Moments” include those with 
a significant audience base such as TV net-
works, digital publishers and sports leagues.

The costs to sponsor a “Moment” will 
vary depending on the client, event, industry 
or audience and the revenue share will also 
be custom to the deal at hand, Twitter was 
quoted as saying by TechCrunch.

Mumbai, Jan. 27 (PTI):: 
Foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) and foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) 
bought shares worth Rs. 
5,840.21 crore during the 
week, as per Sebi’s record 

including the provisional 
figure of  January 25, 2018. 
The BSE Mid-Cap index 
rose 0.43 per cent. The 
BSE Small-Cap index fell 
0.59 per cent. Both these 
indices underperformed 

the Sensex.
Among sectoral and in-

dustry indices, IT climbed 
by 3.63 percent followed 
by metal 2.74 per cent, oil 
& gas 2.25 per cent, capital 
goods 2.16 per cent, bankex 

San Francisco, Jan. 27 
(IANS): Google’s “Clips” 
camera, which uses Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) to 
figure out when it should 
take a picture or video, is 
now available for purchase 
on the Google Store.

However, the $249 tiny 
clip-on camera will not be 
delivered immediately.

“Choosing the fastest 
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DAILY

PATH
I’m fast approaching a new season—the “winter” of old age—but I’m not there yet. Even 
though the years are galloping by and sometimes I’d like to slow them down, I have joy that 
sustains me. Each day is a new day given me by the Lord. With the psalmist, I can say, “It 
is good to praise the Lord . . . proclaiming your love in the morning and your faithfulness at 
night”! (Psalm 92:1–2).

overwhelm me, God enables me to join the psalmist in “[singing] for joy at what [His] hands 
have done” (v. 4). Joy for blessings given: family, friends, and satisfying work. Joy because of 
God’s wondrous creation and His inspired Word. Joy because Jesus loved us so much He died 
for our sins. And joy because He gave us the Spirit, the source of true joy (Romans 15:13). 

old age” (Psalm 92:12–14).
What fruit is that? No matter our circumstances or season of life, we can be examples of 

His love through the life we lead and the words we say. There is joy in knowing and living for 
the Lord and telling others about Him.

Dear Lord, thank You for the joy that is ours through the Spirit.

Joy
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 92    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I sing for joy at what your hands have done.          
~ Psalm 92:4

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Nagaland Sparks in India’s Democratic Twist – Critic 
Situation
Historical roots of  India’s electoral 
mission in Nagaland evolved out of  
experiencing brutal confrontation 
with the people. The first Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly was formed in 
1964 as a result of  the state’s political 
union with the nation in 1963. The 
fragile state not only gave birth to a 
new authoritarian machinery in the 
frontier division but sowed the seed 
of  further contention. The govern-
mental commission mandated role 
to deliver constitutional mechanisms 
and formulas of  rule. The opera-
tional system was never less strenu-
ous while facing opposition from 
the land’s tested might. The right to 
freedom, however threatened by ter-
rible forces in the past, had provided 
for the people a source of  strength. 
India legitimized military attrition 
with the invincible race, signalling 
at all justifiable gruesome of  the AF-
SPA provision 1958, with sanction 
from the constitution. Considerable 
ways have now Nagas attempted its 
objectives with India, and continue 
movement within the embers of  free-
dom. The community truly deserves 
rightful attention and seriousness to-
wards solution with the Indian state, 
for which the earlier NDA rule cat-
egorized recognition on the unique-
ness of  Naga history. 
Political Culture
Democracy in India largely serves 
a contested domain. Almost every 
quarter of  the nation’s issues and 
problems are tapped in the formal 
treatment of  legitimizing action by 
the term ‘democracy’, or in manner 
where democratic upsurges consoli-
date popular ruling. It may also con-

sider that there are other solidarity 
movements in India which claims 
to be revolutionary, or could be so; 
yet their objectives are relatively be-
ing conditioned on the basis of  how 
popularly it attracts the political 
classes in society and the governing 
state. This confirms how democratic 
elements of  the Indian nation are 
pulled in favour of  the ones with 
able power. Sections of  the public fa-
miliar with the loopholes would in-
tegrate into the stream of exercising 
rights to align with the ‘rules’. Sev-
eral issues of  governance are there-
fore been left out in the preferred list 
of  the government’s attention. This 
has led to ‘democratic overrule’ of  
certain interests in the name of  de-
mocracy. This democratic uproar 
in India classifies - whereas certain 
influences tries to overrule key is-
sues of  the people as less important, 
the government has termed people’s 
movements like the Nagas as anti-
national, or as unwanted elements 
trying to threaten Indian democ-
racy. It rules that the objectives of  
movement confronting state rule are 
placed outside the legal framework 
of  the nation. On regular interface 
in India, the government records 
tremendous remarks of  formulating 
concerns on electoral measures. This 
was evident in its routine demonstra-
tion of  additional concentration to 
states with larger vote share, which 
possibly determines power struc-
ture at the Centre. Similar trends 
of  power politics are at play across 
governing structures within the state 
circles. This very setback of  demo-
cratic liberty harped upon India’s 
political gimmick has affected intol-

erable confrontations in the Naga so-
ciety. Nagaland crisis with “election 
havoc” as the civil societies has cri-
tiqued, is a glaring act of  this maneu-
vering, great Indian “tamasha”. 

Marx termed elections in Amer-
ica unnecessary to deliver people’s 
need. Election was described as 
a twisted form of democracy, a 
scheme to qualify state conduct. He 
argued the state to a regime serving 
capital interests of  the selected few, 
and for which a new state would be 
realized from the lower class involv-
ing the working groups. The schol-
arship of  state manifestation around 
these Left notions is widely prevalent 
in India today, attributing on the nor-
mal processes of  democracy. Along 
this line of  concern, it notes that 
electoral mechanism recently ush-
ered by India amidst Naga situation-
al urgency is a free democratic ride. 
It is understood that given strong 
political power at the Centre, the po-
litical leadership takes less concern 
in causing societal rage in Naga-
land, thus pronounced freely .Back 
in Nagaland, some political leaders 
are caught in the popular pressure 
and alarming decry of  this India’s 
‘twisted democracy’. The problem 
is hardened by a system channelled 
to exercise democracy as part of  
Naga’s constitutional privilege. The 
quest for election over these situ-
ations marks an ultimate instance 
of  normalizing actions around the 
mandate of  power, and not more. 
Having said so, it is not to rule out 
the universal values of  elections 
which Nagaland certainly requires 
on its own term. Various organiza-
tions and civil societies stooping 

against current “election malady” 
reflect India’s inadvertent mistakes 
since its dealing with the issue. And 
out rightly being pointed by the 
Naga leaders, constitutional obliga-
tions of  elections are not to roll on 
the stakes of  the people at this point 
of  time. India is a democracy with 
collective responsibility of  govern-
ment. The Prime Minister is elected 
and required to address and act upon 
any matter facing urgency before 
the nation, in consultation with the 
council of  ministers. The constitu-
tion mandates the Parliament in this 
regard to ensure desirable outcome 
the government machinery, which 
has included constitutional bodies 
and institutions like the Election 
Commission of  India. 
Appalling State Conduct
Government’s decision against Naga 
bodies’ ardent appeal and represen-
tations to defer election for possible 
solution only endorses its overrul-
ing tendencies and utter negligence 
to sincerely pursue with the people. 
The nation’s leadership did its easy 
way of  finding another exit without 
in fact expediting the representa-
tions brought appropriately with 
the state’s constitutional provision. 
Nagaland enjoys exceptional au-
tonomy on customary ground which 
amounts to not toe all obligations of  
the constitution in uniform pattern 
with other states. It was also not ac-
tually more competent for the parties 
to look for solution even while away 
from election times. The situation 
at hand to resolve holds more ques-
tions than to mandate democratic 
halt of  a state’s election for its good. 
The confidence of  people and mo-

mentum for talks may not be same 
as tried to frame by reshuffling stake 
holders in the state with election. 
The implication would not remark 
for a faithful lapse of  governance. It 
accounts for a perceived dishonour 
not to credit a striking Naga move-
ment to have affected Indian election 
on record. All this hardly squares 
with the Indian state’s declared com-
mitment to democratic functioning. 
Indeed, the hype about democracy 
obscures the imposition of  what can 
be called a “structured democracy” 
that denies rightful participation to 
certain sections of  society. This ap-
proach of  the state machinery to 
justify laws that appears inadequate 
and unfriendly to the people, have 
created confrontations for people 
as a necessary movement against 
the state. Skeletal conduct of  insti-
tutional ruling has ruined the politi-
cal spectrum and values of  the Naga 
society for ages. It requires human 
component and aspects to be instru-
mental for democratic functioning 
in India. The absence of  these ele-
ments in the government has wit-
nessed regular instances, the degree 
of  issues surrounding the marginal-
ized like the Nagas to go diluted in 
twilight of  India’s roaring consent- 
rule of  the powerful. On humble 
submission however, the coming 
together of  Naga ‘over ground’ rep-
resentatives on such state is highly 
commendable. Nagas are not to 
contest power with India’s outlook 
of  state. The need to stand with the 
people underlines its cause, and will 
certainly pay off. Being reminded of  
India’s blatant atrocities on the Na-
gas, as well as perceived negligence 

at resolution, should be hard lessons 
to tread with caution. It is not una-
ware of  the Indian state of  its painful 
record for the untold miseries com-
mitted on the community, which 
lingers sadly, inhumane crimes on 
the women folks and poor villages. 
Interestingly, even on rough assess-
ment of  the democratic upsurge and 
their impatient hordes against gov-
ernment’s action/inaction in India, 
the Naga issue and its sufferings has 
invited fairly thin solidarity from po-
litical classes of  the nation state. 

Given the “unsolicited response” 
by India to the Naga problem, there 
is an obvious need to demonstrate 
remarkable opposition against such 
governmental activities. It high-
lights the contradictions whereby 
the state views Naga movement with 
its splinter groups as a nightmare of  
cultural manifestations with outside 
influences presumably threatening 
democracy. Political implications on 
the society are indicative of  what can 
be regarded as feeding into a wrong 
democracy. They serve in this sense 
percolations of  endorsing India’s 
brute state towards rightful struggle. 
It is alarming for a liberated nation 
with neo liberal participants to let in-
adequate mechanisms reinstate tra-
ditions set by pioneers of  independ-
ent India. The patterns of  struggles 
around the Naga movement are to 
be understood in the context of  his-
torical maneuvering of  Central occu-
pation and rule and, to its refusal to 
recognize what is in many respects 
a just cause pursued, in defence of  
their right and freedom.

Roviso
University of  Delhi

God is the giver of joy.

Mark Batterson | crosswalk.com

Alison Pearce | thewire.in

The 7 Languages of God You Need to Know

Cancer is Costing BRICS Economies Billions of Dollars Each Year Tiny Airborne Particles May 
Have Huge Impact On Storms

More than half  a century ago, Dr. 
Alfred Tomatis was confronted 
with the most curious case of  
his fifty-year career as a world-

renowned otolaryngologist. An opera singer 
had mysteriously lost his ability to hit certain 
notes even though those notes were well with-
in his vocal range. Other specialists thought it 
was a vocal problem, but Dr. Tomatis thought 
otherwise. Using a sonometer, Dr. Tomatis 
discovered that the opera singer was produc-
ing 140-decibel sound waves at a meter’s dis-
tance—that’s louder than a military jet tak-
ing off  from an aircraft carrier. Long story 
short, the opera singer had been deafened by 
the sound of  his own voice. And because he 
could no longer hear the note, he could no 
longer hit the note! In Dr. Tomatis’s words, 
“The voice can only reproduce what the ear 
can hear.”

The French Academy of Medicine dubbed 
it the Tomatis effect. And the ramifications go 
way beyond the opera! All of  us have prob-
lems—relational problems, emotional prob-
lems, spiritual problems. And we think those 

problems are the problem, but those problems 
are really symptoms of  a spiritual Tomatis Ef-
fect. The root problem is ears that haven been 
deafened to the voice of  God. God is speak-
ing. The question is: are we listening?
It’s time to discover the seven languages of  God.*

1. Scripture
The first language of  God is Scripture, and it’s 
our Rosetta Stone. All the other languages are 
secondary languages, and they must be inter-
preted through the filter of  Scripture. What’s 
unique about the Bible is that we don’t just 
read it, it reads us. Why? Because it’s living 
and active. When you open the Bible, God 
opens His mouth. And His word does not re-
turn void.
2. Desire
The second language is desire.

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself  in the 
Lord and He will give you the desires of  your 
heart.” The word “give” means to conceive. 
In other words, God births new desires within 
us. We have this mistaken notion that God 
wants to send us somewhere we don’t want 
to go to do something we don’t want to do. 

That’s not the way God works! We’ve cer-
tainly got to be careful about identifying sinful 
desires and selfish desires, and God will never 
give us a desire that’s contrary to His good, 
pleasing, and perfect will as revealed in Scrip-
ture. But when we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, He sanctifies old desires and conceives 
new desires within us. Those God-ordained 
desires become compass needles that God 
uses to guide us.
3. Dreams
The third language is dreams.

Acts 2:17 says, “I will pour out my spirit 
on all people, your sons and daughters would 
prophesy, your young men would see visions, 
and your old men will dream dreams.”

When God fills us with His Spirit, when 
His Spirit anoints our right-brain imagina-
tion, the supernatural byproduct is God-sized 
dreams. He’s gives us God ideas, and I’d rath-
er than one God idea than a thousand good 
ideas. The more you pray, the more you will 
dream. And the more you dream, the more 
you have to pray!
4. Doors
The fourth language is doors.

Revelation 3:7-8 says, “What he opens no 
one can shut, what he shuts no one can open. 
See I have placed before you an open door.” 
We love open doors! Closed doors? Not so 
much! But it’s a package deal. And someday, 
we’ll thank God for the closed as much as the 
open doors! God is in the business of  strategi-
cally positioning us in the right place at the 
right time, but we’ve got to discern the doors 
He is opening and closing.
5. People
The fifth language is people.

God used a prophet named Nathan to re-
buke King David. God used an uncle named 
Mordecai to exhort Queen Esther. God used 
a spiritual father named Paul to encourage 
Timothy.  Numbers 11:29 says, “I wish all 
the Lord’s people were prophets.” That may 
not be the way you see yourself, but make no 
mistake about it, God wants to speak to oth-
ers through you. He wants to give you a pro-
phetic voice, but it starts with a prophetic ear.
6. Prompting
The sixth language is prompting.

Isaiah 30:21 says, “Whether you turn to 
the right or to the left, your ears will hear a 

voice behind you saying, ‘This is the way, 
walk in it’.” Scripture is our map, but the Holy 
Spirit is our guide. Here’s the good news: God 
wants you to get where God wants you to go 
more than you want to get where God wants 
you to go, and He’s awfully good at getting us 
there. But you’ve got to obey the promptings 
of  the Holy Spirit if  you want to get where 
God wants us to go!
7. Pain
C.S. Lewis said that God whispers through 
our pleasures, but shouts through our pain. 
You can ignore the Bible, but you can’t ignore 
pain. Pain is a byproduct of  the curse in Gen-
esis 3. And the day is coming when there will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, Revelation 3. But in the meantime, we’d 
better learn to listen to pain. Pain is a mar-
riage counselor. Pain is a life coach. Pain is 
a professor of  theology. Pain is the way we 
learn some of  life’s toughest lessons.
(* In my book Whisper, I explore these seven of  
God’s love languages. But it’s not an exhaustive 

list by any means. The reality? God speaks 
billions of  dialects, including yours. –Mark 

Batterson)

Policies encouraging lifestyle 
changes that reduce the risk 
of cancer could have positive 
effects on the economies of  

BRICS countries.
Premature – and potentially avoid-

able – death from cancer is costing tens 
of billions of dollars in lost productiv-
ity in a group of key developing econo-
mies.

Over two-thirds of the world’s can-
cer deaths occur in economically devel-
oping countries, but the societal costs 
of the disease have rarely been assessed 
in these settings.

In a paper published today in the 
Journal of Cancer Epidemiology we 
show that the total cost of lost produc-
tivity because of premature cancer mor-
tality for Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa – known as BRICS – 
was $46.3 billion in 2012. (This was the 
most recent year for which cancer data 
was available for all these countries.)

The BRICS countries are a diverse 
group of nations but were originally 
grouped together because they were 
rising emerging economies. Currently 
the five countries combined comprise 
over 40% of the world’s population and 
25% of global gross domestic product.

South Africa has the highest cost 
per cancer death ($101,000) compared 

with the other BRICS countries. Its 
cost is five times that of India, which 
had the lowest cost per death. Given 
the size of China’s population it has the 
largest overall loss ($28 billion).

Our research found that liver and 
lung cancers had the largest impact on 
total lost productivity across the BRICS 
countries due to their high incidence. In 
South Africa, there are high productiv-
ity losses per death due to a form of  
cancer – Kaposi sarcoma – that people 
with AIDS are particularly vulnerable 
to. This highlights the extent of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Tobacco and infection-related can-
cers (such as liver, cervical, stomach 
cancers and Kaposi sarcoma) were 
major contributors to productivity 
losses across all five countries. Many 
of these are amenable to prevention, 
early detection or treatment. But most 
developing countries don’t have such 
programmes.

Our research underscores the fact 
that policies encouraging lifestyle 
changes which reduce the risk of can-
cer could have positive effects on the 
BRICS countries’ economies. Combin-
ing tobacco control, vaccination pro-
grammes and cancer screening with ac-
cess to adequate treatment could yield 
significant gains for both public health 
as well as economic performance.

Calculating the cost
Beyond the public health impact, can-
cer also imposes economic costs on 
individuals and society. These costs 
include lost productivity caused by so-
ciety losing the contribution of an in-
dividual to the economy because they 
died prematurely from cancer.

Valuing this lost production gives 
policy and decision makers an addi-
tional perspective when identifying pri-
orities for cancer prevention and con-
trol. Locally tailored strategies could 
reduce the economic burden of cancer.

We used cancer statistics compiled 
by the World Health Organisation’s 
International Agency for Research on 
Cancer to get the number of cancer 
deaths in 2012 for each country. We 
then estimated the number of addition-
al years each person could have been 
productive (up until average retirement 
age), had they not died of cancer. Fi-
nally, we used national workforce data, 
such as the unemployment rate and av-
erage wages, to value the years of lost 
productivity.

The economic impact of cancer 
in countries can obviously differ for a 
range of reasons. These include vari-
ations in demography, exposure to 
cancer risk factors and economic en-
vironments. This means each country 
will have its own unique patterns of  
productivity loss.

In South Africa the five cancers 
resulting in the greatest productivity 
loss were lung cancer, cervical cancer, 
breast cancer, Kaposi sarcoma and 
oesophageal cancer. Lung and cervical 
cancer had a particularly large econom-
ic impact.

In Brazil, lung cancer resulted in 
the greatest productivity losses. Rap-
idly growing rates of obesity in Brazil 
were also a contributory factor.

Both liver and head and neck can-
cers contributed to the high number of  
deaths in Russia. In India, lip and oral 
cancers dominated lost productivity. 
The lost productivity costs per leukae-
mia death were also relatively high. 
This could be because the advanced, 
multi-modality treatments required are 
not available or are difficult to access.

In China productivity lost due to 
cancer was $26 billion in 2012, more 
than all the other BRICS countries 
combined. Two-thirds of the costs 
were in urban areas (66%), considera-
bly more than the proportion of people 
who reside in urban areas (52%).

Workforce and productivity are key 
resources in ensuring sustained eco-
nomic growth, particularly in develop-
ing countries such as the five we stud-
ied. Understanding the local priorities 
for cancer prevention and control can 
play a big part in the economic health 
of these countries.

A new study has found that tiny 
airborne particles from indus-
trial air pollution can have 

a bigger impact on powerful storms 
than scientists previously thought.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Science, describes the effects of  
aerosols, which can come from ur-
ban and industrial air pollution, wild-
fire and other sources.

"This result adds to our knowl-
edge of the interactions between 
aerosols, clouds, and precipitation. 
In areas where aerosols are other-
wise limited, such as remote regions 
of the Amazon rainforest, ultrafine 
aerosol particles can have a surpris-
ingly strong effect," said co-author of  
the study Zhanqing Li, Professor at 
University of Maryland in the US.

The researchers studied the 
storm-creating capacity of ultrafine 
particles that measure less than 50 
nanometers across.

According to the researchers, 
larger particles are known to play a 
role in feeding powerful, fast-moving 
updrafts of air, which create clouds 
that form water droplets that fall as 
rain. But until now, researchers had 
not observed smaller particles, such 
as those contained in vehicle exhaust 
and industrial smog, exerting the 

same effect.
Using detailed computer simula-

tions, the researchers showed how 
smaller particles can invigorate 
clouds in a much more powerful way 
than their larger counterparts when 
specific conditions are present. 

In a warm and humid environ-
ment with no large particles to attract 
airborne moisture, water vapour can 
build up to extreme levels, causing 
relative humidity to spike well be-
yond 100 per cent.

While ultrafine particles are small 
in size, they can reach large numbers. 
These particles form many small 
droplets that quickly and efficiently 
draw excess water vapour from the 
atmosphere, the researchers said.

This enhanced condensation 
releases more heat, which makes 
the updrafts much more powerful. 
As more warm air is pulled into the 
clouds, more droplets are launched 
aloft, producing a runaway effect 
that results in stronger storms, the re-
searchers added.

"This finding will help us better 
understand the physical mechanisms 
of cloud development and severe 
storm formation, which can help 
us develop better storm prediction 
methods," Li added.      Source: IANS



EASTERN MIRROR | Dimapur, Sunday, January 28, 2018

7 

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): An increased 
level of  irritability and frustration could tempt 
you to take it out on friends, children, or your 
significant other. You’re probably feeling espe-

cially energetic, with little if  any outlet for that energy, 
Aries. On days like this you might want to consider jog-
ging, going to the gym, or taking an aerobics class. This 
can both provide an outlet and produce some endorphins 
that override the stress and strain. Go to it!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A conflict 
between career obligations and home respon-
sibilities could present itself  today, Taurus. 
You’re likely to feel totally powerless in the 

situation, so it could cause you to feel irritable and be 
more snappish than usual. Try to think clearly and find 
a solution for your conundrum, then act on it. Avoid the 
temptation to quarrel with others. In the evening, go out 
dancing! Work off  some of  that frustrated energy.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Long-distance 
phone calls from people living in distant states 
could bring some rather disconcerting news 
your way. This might arouse some anger 

within you, and you might be tempted to take it out on 
the caller. Don’t do this! The person is probably only 
the messenger. Some short trips in your neighborhood 
could find you confronted with impossible traffic. If  you 
have to go out today, Gemini, you might get there more 
quickly by walking!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Nightmares 
that come your way today are likely to cause 
you to wake up feeling extremely angry for 
no tangible reason. You might want to take 

a close look at your dreams and try to analyze them so 
that you’ll learn the source of  your ire and how best to 
expunge it. Disconcerting news about money is likely to 
prove groundless, Cancer, so don’t fly off  the handle and 
get all stressed out when you hear it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A partner, either 
your life partner or a colleague, is likely to be in 
an irritable mood today, which you could find 
a bit upsetting. Bear in mind that this person’s 

mood probably has little if  anything to do with you, Leo, 
or anything you’ve said or done. Just stay out of  their way 
until they’re over it! This isn’t a good day to give or at-
tend social events or even accept invitations. Wait until 
tomorrow!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Too many un-
finished tasks or chores today might have you 
feeling pressured to get them done, creating 
unnecessary stress and strain. Pace yourself  

and don’t panic if  you have to let some of  them go for 
today. You’re probably feeling more sensitive than usual, 
Virgo, so you might also pick up some moods from the 
people around you. Take periodic breaks and go out for 
a walk. This should clear your head and make things 
easier for you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Emotional levels 
run high among members of  a group you’re 
affiliated with as disagreements turn into quar-
rels. Stay out of  this, Libra, it won’t do you 

any good. Write down your impressions and share them 
with the others at another time when tempers have cooled 
down. You might find yourself  wanting to make one final 
push toward attaining a personal goal of  your own, but 
you could be blocked by forces beyond your control. Try 
to remain patient!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Pressures to 
get unfinished tasks completed and new ones 
begun cause emotions to run high. Everyone, 
yourself  included, is likely to feel nervous and 

stressed out, and quarrels may break out. It might be best 
if  you keep your eyes and mind focused on the tasks at 
hand and not on the petty squabbles that are going on 
around you, Scorpio. This keeps your blood pressure 
down and reassures those you want to impress.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Frustrated 
energy resulting from inability to put your plans 
into action could have your nerves on edge today, 
Sagittarius, and you might be tempted to get into 

petty quarrels with those around you. Try to find alternative 
outlets for your energy so as to avoid this trap. There is also 
the danger that you might take impulsive actions without 
giving it any thought. Remember to stop and think before 
you act; otherwise, your efforts might be wasted.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Over-
work and the resulting stress and nerve strain 
might result in fevers or headaches today, 
Capricorn. Therefore, it might be a good idea 

to start out the day pacing yourself  and concentrating on 
whatever tasks are the most pressing. Don’t worry if  you 
have to leave some for later. There is a chance that others 
around you might get into some rather heated arguments. 
Stay out of  it. This will only make you feel worse.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If  you’re in-
volved in a class or if  you find yourself  in any 
kind of  group activity or social situation, be 
prepared for quarrels to break out among the 

people there. You could find this extremely useless and 
counterproductive, and you might be tempted to try to 
break in and put a stop to it. It’s best to stay out of  it, 
Aquarius. Get rid of  your frustration by walking home! 
You’ll feel better for it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Frustration and 
upset with others in your circle could tempt 
you to go out and get rid of  that energy by 
spending a lot of  money. You might overin-

dulge in food or drink, or you could give in to impulse 
buying. Treat yourself  a little, Pisces, but don’t go over-
board. You don’t want to give yourself  an upset stom-
ach, and you won’t want to take unwanted items back 
to the store. Instead, get some exercise or throw your 
passions into creative pursuits.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Onward to Europa
Lee Billings | Aeon

The robots come to Mars out of  a sky tinged peach 
from whirlwind-lofted dust. They cut through 
the thin, cold air in supersonic aeroshells and 
parachutes, making planetfall in bouncing airbag 

cocoons and bursts of  braking retrorockets, bristling with 
cameras and spectrometers, antennas and manipulator 
arms. Some stay where they land; others rove for years on 
end. Sniffing the air, sifting through soil, wheeling across 
a cratered landscape, the robots doggedly seek any wisp of  
Martian moisture, like lost desert travellers dying of  thirst. 
They are looking for life, following a strategy that NASA 
officials describe as ‘following the water’.

This strategy pays heed to water’s eerie harmony with 
life: wherever one is found on Earth, the other isn’t far 
behind. There are good reasons to believe that water is the 
ideal cornerstone of  biology, not only on Earth, but else-
where in the Universe. All you need to make it is hydrogen 
and oxygen, respectively the first and third most abundant 
elements in the cosmos.

In liquid form, water is unparalleled in its attunement 
to life’s needs. It facilitates the transmission of  biochemi-
cal energy, nutrients, and waste. It shapes the structures 
and interactions of  proteins and other macromolecules. 
It shields against hostile cosmic radiation, and it has a 
remarkably robust capacity for retaining warmth. Most 
strangely, unlike almost every other substance in the Uni-
verse, when water freezes, it expands instead of  contract-
ing, forming a protective, insulating shell of  ice at its sur-
face. This helps oceans, lakes, and other liquid reservoirs 
avoid freezing solid when exposed to prolonged cold.

For researchers who study Mars, following the water 
has paid off  handsomely. Every mission sent to Mars seek-
ing water has found it and, as a result, we now know that 
our neighbouring world used to be a warmer, wetter, more 
habitable place. Billions of  years ago, that all changed, as 
the planet cooled and lost most of  its air and water, and 
settled into a quiet senescence. But present-day Mars still 
harbours a slumbering aquasphere, locked in the ground 
as ice, which may stir every so often, erupting to the sur-
face in evanescent briny flows.

Officially, the next stage of  NASA’s Mars exploration 
programme is to ‘seek signs of  life’, a phase that suppos-
edly began in the summer of  2012 with the successful 
landing of  the car-sized Curiosity rover. It’s true that Cu-
riosity can sniff  out organic carbon in samples of  Martian 
rock and soil, but it mostly seems to be following the wa-
ter, too. So far, it has rolled through what looks to be an 
ancient dried-up riverbed, and found evidence suggesting 
that some of  Mars’s ancient water was fresh enough to 
drink.

Whether there is or ever has been anything on Mars 
to actually drink it is, surprisingly, not a question that Cu-
riosity is well-equipped to answer, though it should have 
lots of  time to try. Thanks to its nuclear power source, Cu-
riosity could roam for at least 14 years, long enough to 
be joined by several more planned orbiters, landers, and 

rovers, bringing the total number of  robots investigating 
Mars to perhaps a dozen. For the foreseeable future, Mars 
will be the focal point of  our planetary science, dwarfing 
all other efforts to explore elsewhere in the solar system.

Our current explorations of  Mars have become cau-
tious and procedural, perhaps to a fault, as a result of  
past overreaches in the search for Martian life. The strat-
egy of  following the water emerged in the long aftermath 
of  NASA’s costly and ambitious Viking missions, which 
landed on Mars in 1976, seeking life and finding none. 
Mission-planners controversially included cameras in the 
Viking payloads, inspired by none other than Carl Sagan, 
who noted half-jokingly that a lander focused strictly on 
microbial life would risk missing any Martian polar bears 
that might wander by.

Of course, when the Vikings landed, no polar bears 
showed up, and no microbes did, either. Twenty years 
later, the chastened Mars-research community was still 
smarting from Viking’s sting and NASA held a press con-
ference declaring that some of  its scientists had discovered 
‘microfossil’ evidence for life in a Martian meteorite. The 
microfossil interpretation was disputed before the ink 
dried on the breathless newspaper headlines, and within a 
few years it had been decisively debunked, but not before 
spawning a flurry of  funding, which helped to produce 
today’s bumper crop of  Martian robots.

Looking for water on Mars has become one of  the most 
humdrum pursuits imaginable

Our obsession with Mars arises out of  its similarity to 
Earth, and its nearness. Finding something clearly alien 
on the planet next door – some bacterium not built around 
DNA or RNA, for instance – would tell us that life arose 
independently on two separate worlds orbiting our soli-
tary yellow star. We could no longer consider ourselves 
alone, for we would know with great confidence that life is 
a truly cosmic phenomenon, as inevitable in our Universe 
as the galaxies, stars, and planets themselves.

A strategy of  following the water has become a neces-
sary but insufficient placeholder for this grand ambition, 
and sadly we can now expect a decades-long interlude 
before the real story begins. The uncomfortable truth is 
that, despite the technical tour-de-force of  our robotic 
reconnaissance, looking for water on Mars has become 
one of  the most humdrum pursuits imaginable in all of  
21st-century space science. It is the safest possible bet, the 
astrobiological equivalent of  the bland-yet-filling casserole 
your in-laws sometimes make. Most news stories trumpet-
ing yet another aqueous Martian discovery (or rediscov-
ery) speak more to a collective public amnesia than to any 
paradigm-shifting knowledge being gained.

Indeed, scientists who specialise in Mars have been 
forced to dial down their dreams, hypothesising ever-
smaller windows of  opportunity for past life on the red 
planet, and ever more inaccessible refuges for anything 
now living there. Native Martians, if  they exist at all, are 
most probably microbes clinging to life almost unreach-
ably deep beneath the surface. This does not diminish the 
importance of  exploring our neighbouring planet, but it 

must be admitted that there might well be more promising 
places to seek alien life. Indeed, if  following the water is 
the prime directive in the search for extraterrestrial life, it 
increasingly appears that we should look beyond Mars to 
an icy moon of  Jupiter called Europa.

It is a cold Sun that shines down on Jupiter and its 
moons, a dim bulb some four times smaller in size and 
about a 30th the brightness of  the life-giving orb we see in 
Earth’s skies. For decades, most scientists thought that the 
water in Jupiter’s light-starved system would be granite-
hard ice rather than life-giving liquid. But that view be-
gan to change in 1979, when NASA’s Voyager 1 and 2 
spacecraft captured images of  Europa as they soared past 
Jupiter on a grand tour of  the outer solar system.

Europa is roughly the same size as Earth’s Moon, 
and some researchers thought that it too might have an 
ancient, inert surface scarred by giant impact craters. In-
stead, they were surprised to see Europa bearing a bright 
and icy crust relatively free of  blemishes, a sign that its 
outer shell is active enough to hide the telltale craters that 
scar the face of  a world over geological time.
They found signs of  an electrically conductive layer beneath 
Europa’s surface, precisely where a tidally heated reservoir 

of  salty, conductive seawater would be
But Europa’s crust wasn’t wholly flawless – a jigsaw-

puzzle network of  cracks and fissures snaked across its 
surface. The cracks were filled with reddish-brown min-
eral salts that had welled up from the depths, and their 
spidery patterns suggested the whole crust was sliding 
over a deeper layer that was warm, wet, and slippery – a 
potential subsurface ocean. Investigators postulated that 
as Europa swung to and fro around Jupiter, tidal forces 
from the giant planet were causing the moon’s interior to 
flex, warming it through frictional heat like a paper clip 
bent back and forth in the palm of a hand. Though Eu-
ropa’s crust was young, an ocean beneath it produced by 
tidal heating could likely have existed nearly as long as the 
Jovian system itself, offering billions of  years of  time for 
life to arise and evolve in its depths. 

Confirmation of  Europa’s ocean would not come until 
the mid-1990s, when NASA’s Galileo spacecraft slipped 
into orbit around Jupiter and began close-up studies of  its 
most tantalising moon. It imaged ‘chaos terrains’ where 
upwelling molten material had ruptured the ice into jum-
bled slurries of  slabs, like icebergs tumbling in a frozen 
sea. Later, when measuring Europa’s magnetic field, the 
spacecraft found global signs of  an electrically conductive 
layer beneath the surface, precisely where a tidally heated 
reservoir of  salty, highly conductive seawater would be.

If  Europa is alive, if  some biology dwells within those 
dark waters, the implications would be even more stag-
gering than finding life on Mars. Our gaze would turn to 
Jupiter’s Ganymede next, and to Callisto, along with Sat-
urn’s Titan and Enceladus, and perhaps even the dwarf  
planets such as Ceres and Pluto, all of  which also likely 
harbour substantial subsurface reservoirs, heated through 
some combination of  tides and radioactive decay.

And if  water and life could exist there, why not in the 

hearts of  large comets, before the Sun’s planets and moons 
even finished forming? Our solar system might have 
brimmed with hidden life for nearly as long as the Sun has 
shined, and ice-roofed worlds might be the default abodes 
for biology in the Universe. Life within a roofed world 
could proceed swimmingly against any number of  other-
wise-fatal cosmic calamities, whether being slingshotted 
into the interstellar dark as a rogue planet, or being bathed 
in hard radiation from a nearby supernova or burping 
black hole. We could then guess why, like our solar sys-
tem, the Universe at large looks so desolate to us. In this 
scenario, most life, even if  it had eyes to see, would never 
glimpse sky, stars, light, or fire, and would have scant hope 
of  ever reaching what lies above and beyond its icy shell.

After the revelations of  Galileo, a minor cottage indus-
try arose among planetary scientists estimating the vol-
ume of  Europa’s ocean and the thickness of  overlying ice, 
all in hopes of  pinning down what sort of  life might exist 
in that dark watery world – and how accessible it might 
be to future probes. After more than a decade of  debate, 
the general consensus is that Europa’s abyss is more than 
100km deep, holding double or even triple the amount of  
water in Earth’s oceans.

Whether the ice is thick or thin, the key question facing 
astrobiologists is really whether sufficient free energy ex-
ists within Europa’s sunless depths to support a biosphere 
– for life, if  it is anything, is hungry. If  scant useful energy 
is available beneath Europa’s ice, as many researchers 
suspect, the ocean could at best be a sparsely populated 
habitat for alien microbes. But if  energy is plentiful, Eu-
ropa could boast rich ecosystems of  complex multicellular 
organisms – perhaps even something as magnificent and 
fearsome as Earth’s predatory deep-sea giant squid.

Europa probably offers a rich haven for extraterrestrial life 
right now

Based on measurements of  its density, Europa should 
have an iron core sheathed by a mantle of  silicate rock. 
This rock likely constitutes the bottom of the ocean, and 
is the probable source of  the mineral salts that well up to 
the surface – a useful influx of  chemical energy and raw 
construction materials for life. On Earth, communities of  
organisms thrive on the sea floor, utterly isolated from the 
surface and sunlight, living off  chemical reactions driven 
by hydrothermal vents. Relocated to hydrothermal vents 
in the Europan depths, they might conceivably thrive 
there, too.

Many scientists suspect such sea floor oases were 
where our planet’s life first emerged from inanimate mat-
ter. If  the overlying ice crust is thin and mobile enough, 
useful energy could also trickle down from above, via heat 
and ejecta from the occasional cometary impact, or from 
the upwelling mineral salts that oxidise at the surface be-
fore slowly filtering down through fractures in the ice. It 
increasingly seems that, unlike Mars, which, just maybe, 
might have been able to support a robust biosphere deep 
in its geological past, Europa probably offers a rich haven 
for extraterrestrial life right now.

To be continued...

Brief Life Sketch of Dr. T. Ao, The First Naga Olympian

Talimeren Ao, popularly known as 
Dr. T. Ao was born to Reverend 
Subongwati Ningdangri and his 
wife, Maongsangla Changkilari on 

28th January 1918 at Changki village in the 
then Naga Hills of  the undivided state of  As-
sam. He was the fourth of  eleven children.

From an early age, T. Ao showed a great 
love for the game of  football. The Impur play-
ground would be bustling with bare-footed, 
noisy, young boys dribbling improvised balls 
made out of  anything that worked – rags tied 
into balls, balls woven out of  cane-strips or 
even pomelos – as a real football was hard 
to come by.   T. Ao would watch older and 
better players on the field and would imitate 
them. He had his fair share of  rebuke from 
his teachers when his studies faltered. His 
strong Christian upbringing made him mor-
ally conscientious and he did not neglect his 
studies. He completed his Middle-English 
School commendably before going on to 
High School at Jorhat in 1934.

At Jorhat Christian High School, he 
gained exposure to the finer points of  football 
ans was introduced to track and field events 
and volley-ball. In 1937, his last year in Jorhat 
he won the Best Sportsman Trophy in the 
Inter-High School Tournament. He was also 
in the School Football Team and, with him 
in the defense, won most of  the matches they 
played.

It was while he was in Jorhat that T. Ao 
lost his father. He languished for about three 
months in hospital before succumbing to the 
disease. In one of  his lucid moments, the 
Reverend expressed his wish for his son to 
become a doctor.  The Reverend breathed his 
last on the 11th November, 1935.

In 1938, T. Ao matriculated in the First 

Division with distinction. T. Ao joined Cot-
ton College, Guwahati for his Intermediate 
Science. Soon, he was in the College Football 
Team and represented the College in all the 
matches that year. Having a good height, a 
winning smile, a charming personality and 
being gregarious by nature, he was unani-
mously elected the General Secretary (Ath-
letics & Sports) of  the College. T. Ao noticed 
that football was very popular in Guwahati. 
He trained each evening alongside other foot-
ballers in the field.

Towards the end of  the year, an incident 
occurred which made him seriously think 
of  giving up football altogether. In a match 
against a local club, a player drove both fists 
together into his jaw as T. Ao headed the 
ball. A terrific crack was heard even by the 
spectators. He found that he couldn’t open 
his mouth and was taken to the hospital 
where he was x-rayed. It was found that he 
had a fractured jaw and had to be hospital-
ized for a whole month, feeding only on 
soup and liquid foods. Despite the vicious at-
tack, it was observed that T. Ao maintained 
his composure and behaved admirably to-
wards his attacker. He even helped him up 
to his feet. It had been an ugly and wicked 
introduction to unscrupulous gamesman-
ship. From then on he dealt with such ruth-
less players intelligently.

In 1939, he was fit again and in fine form. 
The College Team won all the trophies that 
were run in Guwahati that year. The icing on 
the cake was that they beat the Murari Chand 
College Team (a rival college) at Sylhet, which 
had till then, beaten Cotton College for thir-
teen successive years. By this time, T. Ao was 
also playing for the reputed Maharana Club 
of  Guwahati. His skill with the ball was much 

appreciated and sought after. He improved his 
athletic performance and won the Individual 
Championship Trophy of  Cotton College for 
three continuous years. He also represented 
his College in athletics and while he was 
there, held the un-official Indian record of  23 
feet in Long Jump for several years.

Alongside his involvement with sports, T. 
Ao passed his I.Sc. in 1940 but failed to get 
the coveted Government of  Assam Scholar-
ship to study medicine. He joined B.Sc (Phys-
ics) in Cotton College and completed a year 
of  the course. He was awarded the Scholar-
ship in 1942, and got admitted in the Car-
michael Medical College, (now R.G. Kar 
Medical College), Calcutta.

He was soon made a member of  the re-
nowned Mohun Bagan Club and played for 
the Club for nine years (1943-51) and cap-
tained it for two years. He also represented 
the Indian Team against the European ones. 
With him in the team, Bengal won the Pro-
vincial Santosh Trophy in 1945 at Bombay. 
Whenever opportunity presented itself, T. 
Ao participated in athletics. He won the Indi-
vidual Championship in Athletics of  Calcutta 
University for two years (1946 and 1947).

It was while in Medical College that T. 
Ao was offered to Captain the Indian Foot-
ball Team to the London Olympics, 1948. At 
the Opening Ceremony, on the 29th of  July 
at Wembly Stadium, London,  T. Ao was the 
Flag Bearer for the Indian Contingent. Their 
first match was with the Burmese Football 
Team but the Indians were given a walkover. 
So they went on to meet the French Team. 
The score stood at 1-1 till France scored the 
winner at the 89th minute.  The French had 
been given a run for their money – and that, 
too, by the barefooted Indians! At a press con-

ference, shortly after, the Indians were asked 
why they played barefooted. The ever witty 
T. Ao said, “Well, you see, we play football 
in India, whereas you play BOOTBALL!”  
There was a roar of  approval from the British 
crowd who loved a ready wit! The next day, 
that comment was splashed in the newspa-
pers of  London.

The British were highly impressed by the 
barefooted Indian footballers and the Team 
was invited to a dinner by none other than the 
Queen of  England. While there, T. Ao was of-
fered to join the Arsenal Football Club but he 
politely declined. Thereafter, the Indian Foot-
ball Team went on to play a number of  exhibi-
tion matches in Wales and later, in Holland, 
Europe. People were really curious and eager 
to watch these barefooted players in action.

T. Ao completed his MBBS in 1950 and 
became the first Naga to do so.  In 1951, as 
Captain, he led the Indian Football Team on 
a tour to the Far East. They played exhibition 
matches in Hong Kong, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Bangkok and Dacca. It was also his 
final year in playing active football for Mohun 
Bagan. 

The next year, declining an offer to be-
come a Captain (Medical Corps) in the In-
dian Army, he joined the Medical College at 
Dibrugarh as Registrar (ENT). In 1953, while 
Nagaland was still a part of  Assam, the Gov-
ernment posted him as Medical Superintend-
ent to the Kohima Hospital, where he treated, 
operated on and cured patients.  When Naga-
land attained Statehood in 1963, Dr. T. Ao be-
came the first Naga Director of  Health Serv-
ices and held this post till retirement in 1978. 
Though in service, his zeal for sports did not 
diminish. He encouraged local football tal-
ents, organized the Medical Football Team 

and took a keen interest in local tournaments. 
In 1968 he was selected a member of  the All 
India Football Selection Committee. He be-
came a member of  the All India Council of  
Sports and the Nagaland Sports Council. He 
picked up the game of  badminton in his later 
years and was a member of  the Nagaland 
Badminton Association.

Dr. T. Ao married a Staff  Nurse, Deikim 
Doungel, whom he met in Kohima and 
married in 1956. They were blessed with 
four children – two daughters and two sons. 
He passed away after a brief  illness on 13th 
September 1998, leaving behind a legacy of  
laudable achievements. At a time when there 
were practically no facilities or infrastruc-
ture available, Dr. T. Ao set an example of  a 
man whose hard work and commitment pro-
pelled him towards achieving excellence in 
the twin disciplines of  sports and academics. 
It is hoped that the people of  the North East 
will keep alive the memory of  this legendary 
sportsman to serve as an inspiration for future 
generations.

This was what Dr. T. Ao had to say of  
sports -  “Sports play a very important role 
in Education. Generally, people consider 
Sports to be something not important and 
this to be a mere adjunct to the education 
system. A sound education system should 
not base solely upon the development of  the 
mind but it should be based on development 
of  the body also. The fact that sports can 
play an important role in the education sys-
tem can hardly be challenged; sports is po-
tentially an integral part of  it. Sports is con-
sidered the universal language which infuses 
in the people a sense of  national solidarity.” 
(Excerpt from his article “Sports”)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Maoists go on rampage in Telan-
gana; one killed
Hyderabad, Jan. 27 (IANS): Maoists went on rampage 
in Telangana’s Bhadradri Kothagudem district early Sat-
urday, killing one and injuring another former guerrilla 
member, whom they suspected of being police inform-
ers. The Maoists also set ablaze several vehicles in three 
separate incidents in the district bordering Chhattisgarh. 
The extremists of Communist Party of India (Maoist) 
struck after midnight.  They shot dead P. Jogaiah, who 
died on the spot in the attack in Veerapuram village. 
Maoists also opened fire on another person at Suryanagar 
in Bhadrachalam town in the same district. M. Ramesh 
escaped with bullet injuries on his hand. They abducted 
two workers from one of the trucks but later released 
them. The attackers left behind a letter saying their action 
was in protest against the illegal sand mining in the area. 
About 40 to 50 Maoists, who had reportedly crossed over 
from Chhattisgarh, carried out the attacks after forming 
three teams. Following the attacks, police sounded an 
alert in the area and launched combing operations. Police 
claimed that in 2017, Maoist violence declined by 90 per 
cent. Director General of Police M. Mahender Reddy 
said in December 2017, that the police were maintaining 
the vigil, especially in areas bordering Chhattisgarh to foil 
any attempt by Maoists to regroup.

Two Maoists killed in Chhattisgarh
Sukma/New Delhi, Jan. 27 (IANS): Two Maoists, 
including a woman, were gunned down on Saturday by 
the security forces during a shootout in Chhattisgarh’s 
Sukma district, an official said. The shootout between 
the Maoists and a joint team of  Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) and Chhattisgarh Police took place 
around 9 a.m. “The security forces recovered the bodies 
of Maoists. We also recovered guns from the spot,” the 
official said.

Three labourers dead, 6 injured in 
wall collapse
Raipur, Jan. 27 (PTI): Three labourers were killed and 
six others injured when a partition wall inside a rice mill 
collapsed today in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district, police 
said. The incident took place at around 1.30 am when 
a group of labourers was working inside Arihant Rice 
Mill located under the Tongpal police station area of  
the district, around 380km from here, a police official 
said. As per preliminary investigation, the workers were 
arranging sacks of rice and husk along the partition wall 
when it came down crashing on them, he said. They got 
trapped under the rice sacks and the wall debris, he said. 
On getting information, a police team rushed to the spot 
and evacuated the trapped labourers and rushed them 
to a local hospital, he said. Three of them, identified as 
Panku (25), Phoolchand (35) and Soma (25), were de-
clared brought dead at the hospital, the official said. Six 
others were injured and shifted to Maharani Hospital at 
Jagdalpur district headquarters where they were undergo-
ing treatment, he added. A case has been registered and 
further probe was on, the official added.

3 killed in separate accidents in Kota
Kota, Jan. 27 (PTI): Three people were killed and as 
many injured in two separate road accidents in Baran 
district, police said today. In a car-motorcycle collision 
near the Dara Phatak on the Chabda Guna National 
Highway last evening, two people were killed and one 
injured. The car belongs to Block Education Officer, 
Ganga Prasad Meena, who is at large after the accident, 
police said, adding that he was reportedly driving in an 
inebriated state. Suraj Bairwa (22) and Mukesh Bairwa 
(25), residents of Tachi village were killed, while Arvind 
Dhakad was injured, SHO, Kawai, Dalveer Singh said. 
The injured was admitted to the Baran District Hospital 
and his condition has been stated as stable, he said. In 
the other accident, a pickup vehicle loaded with stones 
overturned after colliding with a road median at the Bhul 
Bhulayaa circle yesterday. The driver Rakesh Bairwa (25), 
a resident of Ghat ka Barana village in Bundi district, was 
killed and Jagdish Meena (25) and Sonu Kheetak (30) 
were injured, Assistant Sub- Inspector, Baran City police 
station, Yugal Kishore said. 

Jail inmate escapes on way to hospital, 
arrested after six hrs 
Shimla, Jan. 27 (PTI): A convict lodged in Chamba prison 
escaped while being brought to Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Hospital in Shimla today, but was arrested within six hours, 
the police said. Sunil Kumar, convicted in a drug trafficking 
case, gave the two policemen escorting him to the hospital 
a slip. However after intense search for six hours, the man 
was rearrested from from Krishnanagar, they said. A case 
has been lodged at Sadar police station. Kumar was sen-
tenced to 10 years in jail in 2016, ASP Praveer Thakur said, 
adding the police are trying to ascertain the reason behind 
the convict managing to escape.

GST has stabilised, opportunity 
for rationalisation — Jaitley

13 killed as minibus plunges into Maharashtra river 

DMK, PMK demand rollback of bus fare hike Kejriwal should provide jobs to kin 
of Bawana fire tragedy — Congress

Hindutva an extension of Hitler’s, 
Mussolini’s ideology — Nayantara Sahgal

‘Aadhaar’ is Oxford dictionary’s Hindi word of 2017

Pre-Budget Session: All-party meeting on Sunday 

AP/PTI

The DMK’s working president MK Stalin and CPI State Secretary R 

AP/PTI

New Delhi, Jan. 27 (IANS): Days 
after the GST collections picked up 
after falling for two straight months, 
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Saturday said the GST structure 
had stabilised, which offered an op-
portunity to further rationalise tax 
rates and increase the tax base.

Ahead of  the Union Budget an-
nouncement on February 1, the Min-
ister also hinted at some relief  for 
taxpayers as he made a case for ra-
tionalisation of  direct tax structure 
considering the fact that “the tax base 
has expanded”.

“The Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) has brought about total change 
in the tax structure of  indirect taxes 
within the country,” Jaitley said at the 
Investiture Ceremony and Interna-
tional Customs Day 2018 here.

“Compared with what has hap-
pened across the world, it has sta-
bilised in a much shorter period in 
India,” he said.

Jaitley’s remarks come days after 
the central government announced 
that the GST collections had picked 
up after falling for two straight months 
and touched Rs 86,703 crore in De-
cember compared with Rs 80,808 
crore in November. Indicating further 
cuts in GST rates, Jaitley said this 
stabilisation of the GST structure of-

fered the government an opportunity 
to increase its base and rationalise its 
structure as it continued to evolve.

The GST Council had, in its meet-
ing on January 18, decided to slash the 
GST rate on 54 services and 29 items.  
In its November 10 meeting, the 
council had removed 178 items from 
the highest 28 per cent category while 
cutting tax on all restaurants outside 
starred-hotels to 5 per cent.

The Finance Minister said: “In in-
come tax, the base has become larger; 
it’s bound to enlarge. And, therefore, 
charging higher rates from few se-
lected groups -- which is traditionally 
been done -- is an area which has been 
changing.” 

Notably, the net direct tax collec-
tions witnessed an increase of  18.7 
per cent till January 15 this fiscal com-
pared with the corresponding period 
last year. The Minister said the the role 
of the Customs Department was also 
evolving with the changing nature of  
the economy and the increased availai-
bility of technological tools.

“In customs also, tariffs have been 
rationalised. (Due to) the increased 
focus on ‘Make in India’, plus avail-
ability of a large number of goods and 
commodities within the country, the 
nature of Customs Department itself  
has changed.”

Jaitley said the Customs Depart-
ment was facing the twin challenges 
of detection along with facilitation.

“The department has twin role to 
play. You ought to have a detection 
machinery in place so as to ensure 
that tax evasion does not take place. 
At the same time, you have to be a 
trade facilitator which makes entry 
into borders easy,” he said.

“It is in the larger interest of  do-
mestic economy to ensure that trade 
facilitation takes place.”

He said the department had to find 
a balance between the two seemingly 
contradictory roles.

Jaitly also urged the customs of-
ficials to bring greater efficiency in 
cross-border trade which could go a 
long way in improving India’s ‘ease of  
doing business’ ranking.

“Out of  the 10 criteria that the 
World Bank follows, there are at least 
three -- relating to municipal permis-
sions of  land and buildings, trading 
across borders and contract enforce-
ment -- which are not very difficult to 
satisfy. If  we hit the bullseye on these 
three, then to come down to substan-
tially below 100 (rank) is reasonably 
possible.  “And when it comes to trade 
across borders, the Customs Depart-
ment has a very significant role to 
play,” he said.

Kolhapur (Maharashtra) 
Jan. 27 (IANS): At least 
13 persons were killed and 
three others injured after 
a minibus fell into a river 
early on Saturday, an offi-
cial from Kolhapur Control 
said.

The accident occurred 
shortly after midnight 
when a private Tempo 
Traveller bus with around 
16 passengers of  three 
Pune-based families was 
proceeding from Ratnagiri 
to Kolhapur.

The passengers -- com-
prising members of the Ke-
dari, Nagre and Barkhade 
families -- were returning 
after a thanksgiving pil-
grimage to the famed Gan-
patipule beach temple in 
Ratnagiri.

Around 12.50 a.m., 
when it was speeding along 
the Shivaji Bridge on the 
Panchganga River, the driv-
er apparently attempted to 
overtake a vehicle in front 
of him.

Just  then,  another 
speeding vehicle suddenly 
came in from the opposite 
lane, causing him to lose 
control and the minibus 
rammed into the stone bar-
riers before plunging into 
the river, around 100-feet 
below.

Police and disaster 
teams were engaged in a 
massive operation to search 
and rescue the victims since 
morning with heavy-duty 
cranes and dumpers de-
ployed to hoist the bus from 
the rocky bottom.

After nearly 12 hours 
of  efforts, the bus was fi-
nally hauled up by a crane 
from the stony river-bed as 
thousands of local villagers 
rushed to view the opera-
tions.

Two more vict ims’ 
bodies were extricated 
from the bus wreck, and 

the body of  an infant was 
found from the riverbed 
by the rescuers. The driver 
of  the minibus also died in 
the accident.

Later, after the autop-
sies were performed, the 
bodies were handed to hun-
dreds of  grieving relatives 
who had reached the place 
by Saturday afternoon, said 
police official D.N. Ghor-
pade of  Karveer Police 
Station.

Meanwhile, the Ma-
harashtra government an-
nounced a compensation 
of  Rs 500,000 to the next 

of  kin of  all the deceased 
victims from the Chief Min-
ister’s Relief  Fund.

The victims of the trag-
edy are -- Santosh Babban 
Barkhade, 45, his daugh-
ter Gauri, 16, and Gy-
aneshwari, 14, while his 
wife Manisha, 38, is injured 
and critical in a local hos-
pital.

Another family had 
three casualties, of  whom 
Chhaya Dinesh Nagre, 41, 
and Pratik Dinesh Nagre, 
14, were killed, while Pra-
jakta Dinesh Nagre, 18, is 
admitted in a serious condi-
tion.

The Kedari family bore 
the brunt of  the tragedy 
which claimed seven family 
members, including a nine-
month-old infant.

They are - -  Sachin 
Bharat Kedari, 34, his 
daughters Neelam, 8, and 
seven-year-old Sanskruti, 
and an infant son, nine-
month old Sanidhya.

Besides, other relatives 
who perished in the trag-
edy are -- Bhavna Dilip 
Kedari, 35, Sahil Dilip 
Kedari 14, Shravani Dilip 
Kedari, 11.

Sachin Kedari’s mother 
Manda Bharat Kedari, 55, 
is lying critical in hospital, 
Ghorpade said.

Chennai, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
Opposition parties in Tamil 
Nadu on Saturday protested 
against the drastic hike in 
bus fares and demanded 
its rollback, with the DMK 
holding demonstrations 
against the State Transport 
Corporations.

PMK founder S. Rama-
doss demanded a rollback, 
saying the fare hike has 
resulted in people opting 
for alternate travel modes 
defeating the purpose of  
the hike - which was for 
increasing the revenue for 
the State Transport Corpo-
rations.

DMK leader M.K. Sta-
lin led the protest here and 
termed the bus fare hike 
as a “merciless act” of  the 
government affecting the 
common man.

He said the government, 
without consulting anyone, 
has jacked up the bus fares 

New Delh i ,  Jan.  27 
(IANS): The women’s wing 
of  the Delhi Congress on 
Saturday staged a protest 
outside Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s residence 
demanding government jobs 
for the kin of  the Bawana 
fire victims and also to en-
sure that female workers in 
factories are not paid below 
the minimum wages.

Hundreds of Delhi Con-
gress women’s wing work-
ers, led by party’s city wom-
en wing chief  Sharmistha 
Mukherjee, gathered outside 
Kejriwal’s residence here in 
the Civil Lines area of north 
Delhi and raised slogans 
against him.

Mukherjee’s remarks 
came in the wake of a ma-
jor fire at a Bawana plastics 
warehouse last week, which 
was also used to store fire-

crackers. At least 17 people, 
including 10 women, were 
burnt to death or asphyxi-
ated and 30 others were 
injured in the fire.

She said her party has 
demanded that the Delhi 
government ensure mini-
mum wages along with a 
safe and good environment 
for the women factory work-
ers.

“After the fire tragedy 
when we visited and spoke 
to the women workers there, 
they told us that they were 
only paid about Rs 6,000 a 
month, whereas the mini-
mum wage in Delhi is pre-
scribed at over Rs 15,000,” 
she said.

She said the women 
workers told them that they 
were not given any benefit of  
government rules like mater-
nity leave etc.

Jaipur, Jan. 27 (IANS): Acclaimed 
writer and a member of  the Nehru-
Gandhi family, Nayantara Sahgal, 
on Saturday reinforced her sustained 
attack on the “ideology of Hindutva,” 
dubbing it an extension of Hitler’s and 
Mussolini’s philosophy, while also 
emphasising that the country’s Dalit 
movement is the “strongest and most 
organised voice” against the current 
trials of time.

Speaking at the Zee Jaipur Litera-
ture Festival, where she had delivered 
the first keynote address, the Common-
wealth Prize winner and lifelong advo-
cate of freedom of expression, said that 
the “master race” that is now trying to 
be “produced in India” comes from 
“the ideology of Hitler and Mussolini.

“When the atmosphere in the coun-
try is what it is today, there are only 
two options: One, to get drunk and the 
other to write a novel and that’s what I 
have done,” she said. Sahgal’s last novel 
“When The Moon Shines By Day” is 
a satire on an age when there are acute 
restrictions on freedom of expressions 
as characters in the novel come face-to-
face with subjugation by the state.

“It seems to me that the Kshatriya 
mentality has taken over the country 
and is trying to decide what we do. I 
sense a very war-like situation in the 
country, not only with Pakistan but also 

with internal enemies,” she said, before 
describing that the internal enemies are 
“others” -- those who disagree with the 
current dispensation.

Responding to an interjection from 
an audience member, she contended 
that “Hindutva is a problem to me 
because I am a Hindu. I am not only 
a born Hindu and practising Hindu. 
We rejected a religious identity at In-
dependence because we are a deeply 
religious society of many religions. Our 
founding fathers ensured that the prac-
titioners of every religion have pride of  
place in the country”.

“Under that banner of Hinduism, 
attacks are carried out on freedom of  
expression. Scientists, artists, filmmak-
ers and everybody who do not agree 
with them are attacked and killed,” 
she added.

Terming herself  an “admirer of  
the ongoing Dalit movement,” Sahgal 
also said that the voice of Dalits is the 
most organised and strongest voice 
today. She further stressed that the 
basic difference between Hindutva and 
Hinduism is that the former believes 
in violence.

Sahgal has been a regular at almost 
every other literary event in the past six 
months and at each event, she has car-
ried on with similar relentless attacks 
on Hindutva.

Jaipur, Jan. 27 (PTI): Oxford 
Dictionaries has chosen ‘Aad-
haar’ as the Hindi word of 2017.

The word gained popularity 
due to Aadhaar card, which was 
in news last year and is likely 
to remain in highlight this year 
as well.

The announcement was 
made at a session “Oxford Dic-
tionaries’ Hindi Word of  the 
Year” during the ongoing Jaipur 
Literature Festival here.

Other  words  such as 
‘Mitron’, ‘Notebandi’, ‘Gau-
Rakshak’ were also considered, 
but the widespread discussions 
and debates around ‘Aadhaar’ 

was reason it was selected as 
the word of the year, journalist 
Saurabh Dwivedi said during 
the discussion.

Writer Pankaj Dubey said 
new words like ‘Sleepawastha’ 
(state of  sleeping), ‘Mauka-
tarian’ (opportunist) should 
be coined to express certain 
moods. Chitra Mudgal objected 
to the suggestion and instead 
advocated for correct use of  
languages.

“If  a person with lack of  
proper knowledge coins and 
expresses such words then it 
can be understood but this is 
not acceptable when educated 

people do this,” Mudgal, an 
author, said.

Poet and writer Ashok Va-
jpeyi said politicians use Hindi 
word ‘Mitron’ (friends) which 
is not grammatically correct, 
when in fact the correct word is 
‘Mitro’ -- an apparent reference 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who uses the term often 
in his speeches.

Talking about the languages 
used by media, journalist Vinod 
Dua said that media’s job is 
to provide news in a simple 
language for audience, instead 
of  creating a literature while 
broadcasting the news.

New Delhi, Jan. 27 (IANS): Two all-party meet-
ings will be held on Sunday, ahead of the Budget 
Session of Parliament which is due to start on 
Monday, government sources said on Saturday.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ananth Ku-
mar has called for an all-party meeting at 4.00 
p.m., and Speaker Sumitra Mahajan will hold a 
meeting at 7.30 p.m, which will be followed by 
dinner, sources said.

The Budget Session will start on Monday with 
President Ram Nath Kovind’s address to a joint 
sitting of the two Houses. This will be Kovind’s 
first address to a joint sitting of Parliament since 
he took over as the President.

The Union Budget will be tabled on February 

1. The session will go into a break on February 9. 
The second phase of the Budget Session will 

start on March 5 and conclude on April 6.
The session is likely to see important bills, 

including one for the commission for backward 
classes and another on Triple Talaq.

While The Muslim Women (Protection of  
Rights on Marriage) Bill was stuck in the Rajya 
Sabha after getting passed in the Lok Sabha, the 
Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill, 2017, 
which proposes constitutional status for the OBC 
Commission, could not be passed in the Lok 
Sabha. The government had tabled the bill in the 
Lok Sabha with an amendment alternative to the 
amendment made by the Rajya Sabha.

Japan FM hails Indo-Japan ties in 2017 India, Cambodia sign four agreements
Tokyo, Jan. 27 (PTI): Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Taro Kono has hailed the remarkable 
progress of Indo-Japan strategic ties in 2017, 
describing it as a “great year” for bilateral 
relations.

Kono was speaking at the Republic Day 
celebration event hosted by India’s Ambas-
sador to Japan Sujan R Chinoy at the Indian 
Embassy here yesterday.

“I would like to express my heartfelt con-
gratulations on the occasion of India’s Repub-
lic Day and to express my appreciation to our 
host Ambassador Chinoy and Mrs Chinoy.

Thank you for bringing us together today 
to celebrate this important event for your coun-
try,” he said in his speech.

“I feel like I need to speak in Hindi as 
Ambassador spoke in such good Japanese. My 
apology for not being able to do that.

“Japan and India are strategic partners 
that share values such as democracy, human 
rights and rule of  law. I was witness to our 
close relationship last year when I visited 

India at the gracious invitation of  the In-
dian government. 

I was struck by our remarkable relation-
ship of  friendship and respect,” the foreign 
minister said.

In 2017, we saw many positive develop-
ments in our bilateral relationship,” Kono said 
as he recalled Japanese Premier Shinzo Abe’s 
visit to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s home 
state of  Gujarat where the two leaders held 
their 10th summit meeting.

He noted that economic relations were 
robust as there are about 1,400 Japanese com-
panies with over 4,800 establishments in India. 
Numbers that continue to grow every year.

Last year was also the year of Japan-India 
Friendly Exchanges with around 200 cultural 
events being held in India and Japan.

I hope to have a chance to visit India this 
year. In closing, I would like to express my 
heartfelt wishes for the further prosperity of  
the people of India and the continued develop-
ment of Japan India partnership,” Kono said.

New Delhi,  Jan. 27 
(IANS): India and Cambo-
dia on Saturday signed four 
agreements, including on 
a credit line for a water re-
source development project 
and on prevention of  hu-
man trafficking, follow-
ing delegation-level talks 
headed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his 
Cambodian counterpart 
Hun Sen here.

A credit line agree-
ment of  $36.92 million 
was signed between the 
EXIM Bank of  India 
and the Cambodian gov-
ernment to finance the 
Stung Sva Hab Water 
Resource Development 
Project, according to the 
External Affairs Min-

istry.
A cultural exchange 

programme with Cambo-
dia for the years 2018-2022 
was signed which seeks to 
promote cultural exchange 
and strengthen the friendly 
relations between India 
and Cambodia.

An agreement  on 
mutual legal assistance 
in criminal matters was 
signed which is aimed at 
improving the effectiveness 
of  both countries in the 
prevention, investigation 
and prosecution of crimes 
through cooperation and 
legal assistance in criminal 
matters.

A memorandum of  
understanding (MoU) was 
also signed on cooperation 

for prevention of  human 
trafficking.

 It seeks to increase the 
bilateral cooperation on the 
issues of prevention, rescue 
and repatriation related to 
human trafficking.

Hun Sen, who arrived 
here on Wednesday to 
participate in the Com-
memorative Summit to 
mark 25 years of  the In-
dia-Association of  South-
east Nations (Asean) Dia-
logue Partnership and was 
among the all 10 heads of  
government or state of  
Asean nations to be guests 
of  honour in this year’s 
Republic Day celebra-
tions, extended his trip 
to that of  a bilateral state 
visit on Saturday.

by 66 per cent to rake in ad-
ditional revenue.

Stalin’s son and actor 
Udayanidhi Stalin partici-
pated in the party’s protest at 
Tambaram near here.

The alliance parties of  

DMK, including the Con-
gress, IUML, MDMK and 
others, participated in the 
agitation denouncing the 
AIADMK government in 
the state.

Ramadoss, in a state-

ment, said the State Trans-
port Corporations are losing 
around Rs 10 crore daily 
after the hike.

He said, around 22,000 
government buses used to 
carry around 2.10 crore pas-
sengers a day in the state, 
and following the fare hike 
around 25 lakh passengers 
have switched over to other 
modes of transport like rail-
ways, private buses, shared 
cabs and others, resulting in 
a loss of around Rs 10 crore 
per day for State Transport 
Corporations.

Officials of government-
owned transport corpora-
tions had earlier said around 
Rs 38 crore would be the fare 
collections per day following 
the hike, he said. 

But now the per day fare 
collections is around Rs 28 
crore and hence the fare 
hike should be rolled back, 
Ramadoss added.
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People help carry an injured man to a hospital following a suicide at-
tack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Saturday Jan. 27, 2018.

AP/PTI

Manila, Philippines, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018.
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Moroccan court jails 13 over terror-
related crimes
Rabat, Jan. 27 (IANS): A Moroccan anti-terror court 
has sentenced 13 people to between one and five years 
in prison with no remission in separate terrorism-related 
cases. In the first case, the court on Friday sentenced two 
men to five years in jail for “forming a criminal gang to 
prepare and perpetrate terror acts as well as praising and 
attempting to join a terror group”. Last September, Syria 
handed over one of the two convicts to the Moroccan 
authorities after he was caught joining the Islamic State 
group in Damascus. In another case, the court sentenced 
a person, who was handed over by Turkey, to three 
years’ imprisonment for his links to terror groups. The 
remaining 10 were given jail sentences ranging from one 
to four years for plotting, inciting and praising terror acts 
and organisations.

Morocco elected to AU Peace and 
Security Council
Addis Ababa, Jan. 27 (IANS): Morocco has been 
elected to the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the 
African Union (AU) at the 32nd Ordinary Session of  
the Executive Council of the Pan-African organisation 
here. Morocco, the unique candidate from the North-
Africa region, was elected to the PSC for a renewable 
two-year term (2018-2020) by receiving 39 votes, 
while the minimum votes required was 36. The PSC 
is the standing organ of  the AU for the prevention, 
management and resolution of  conflicts. The 30th 
Ordinary Session of the Assembly of  Heads of  State 
and Government of the African Union (AU) will take 
place from January 28-29 under the theme “Winning 
the Fight against Corruption: A Sustainable Path to 
Africa’s Transformation”.  

China opposes Japan’s Diaoyu claim
Beijing, Jan. 27 (IANS): A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson on Friday reiterated China’s position on the 
Diaoyu Islands, expressing “strong dissatisfaction” with 
Japan’s latest move to claim the islands. Spokesperson 
Hua Chunying was responding to media reports that the 
Japanese government had opened an exhibition in Tokyo 
on Thursday to showcase Japan’s claim for the islands, 
Xinhua news agency reported. “Diaoyu Island and its 
affiliated islets have been Chinese territory since ancient 
times,” Hua was quoted as saying.  Hua added that ample 
historical and legal evidence proves China’s sovereignty 
over the islands. “China is strongly dissatisfied with 
Japan’s move,” Hua said, referring to the exhibition. She 
said that nothing the Japanese side did would ever change 
the fact that the islands belong to China. “China’s resolve 
to safeguard sovereignty over the islands is steadfast,” 
she said.

Pakistan starts operation to rescue 
two European climbers
Islamabad, Jan. 27 (IANS): The Pakistan Army on 
Saturday started an operation to rescue two European 
climbers stuck on the country’s second highest peak in the 
northern areas. A Polish man, Tomek Mackiewicz, and 
a French woman, Elisabeth Revol, were attempting to 
ascend Nanga Parbat when they got stuck at 7,400 meters, 
Geo News said, adding that the duo began their expedition 
to scale Nanga Parbat on January 8, but communication 
with them was severed on Thursday. The two climbers 
were spotted by other climbers at the base camp of the 
mountain on Friday at an altitude of 7,400 meters. Strong 
winds and freezing temperatures were making it difficult 
for them to climb down the mountain, said media reports. 
According to Pakistani authorities, a four-member team of  
Polish climbers and skilled pilots of the army will take part 
in the rescue operation and the rescue is being coordinated 
with the embassies of France and Poland in Pakistan. On 
June 27 last year, two mountaineers, Alberto Zerain, a 
Spanish alpinist, and Mariano Galvan, an Argentinian 
national, went missing while trying to climb the same 
peak, according to local reports. 

Belgium hands Paris attacks suspect 
Bakkali over to France 
Brussels, Jan. 27 (PTI/AFP): Belgium today handed 
Mohamed Bakkali, a key suspect in the deadly 2015 
attacks in Paris, over to French authorities, the federal 
prosecutor’s office in Brussels.“Mohamed B was handed 
over to the French judicial authorities today,” a statement 
said. Bakkali was arrested in Belgium after the Paris attacks 
on November 13, 2015, which left 130 people dead. 

Fourteen killed in Brazil nightclub 
shootout
Rio de Janerio, Jan. 27 (PTI/AFP): At least 14 people 
were killed overnight in a shootout at a nightclub in 
Fortaleza, northeastern Brazil, officials said today. “We 
can confirm 14 deaths,” Andre Costa, security secretary 
for the state of Ceara -- of which Fortaleza is the capital 
-- told a press conference. Costa said that other victims 
are hospitalised in serious condition, but did not say how 
many people were injured.

Kabul, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
At least 102 people were 
killed and nearly 200 others 
injured on Saturday when a 
Taliban suicide bomber ex-
ploded an ambulance laden 
with explosives near Sidarat 
Square in central Kabul 
where several government 
offices are located.

“At least 102 people 
killed, 196 others wounded. 
We fear the number of peo-
ple killed may go up,” health 
and interior ministry sources 
told the local media.

The horrific explosion 
occurred at around 12.50 

p.m. near the old building 
which still houses some min-
istry offices.

Kabul police spokes-
person Basir Mujahid, 
confirmed to Efe that “a 
suicide bomber with a car 
laden with explosives tried 
to penetrate the complex 
(the ministry), but detonated 
the vehicle as he was being 
identified by police at the 
checkpoint”.

The Taliban claimed the 
attack in a message on social 
network Twitter, stating that 
“a martyr in a car bomb 
reached the first checkpoint 
near the Interior Ministry”.

Washington,  Jan.  27 
(IANS): US Senate Demo-
crats have demanded that 
lawmakers act to protect 
special counsel Robert Mu-
eller after revelations that 
President Donald Trump 
sought to oust him last year 
from overseeing the probe 

into Russian meddling in the 
2016 presidential election.

Several Democrats and 
one Republican on Friday 
called for votes on Senate 
legislation that would pre-
vent presidents from firing 
special counsels unless a 
panel of three judges agreed 

Riyadh, Jan. 27 (IANS): Prominent busi-
nessmen in Saudi Arabia, detained in 
November in an anti-corruption purge, 
have been released after reaching financial 
settlements with the Kingdom authorities, a 
media report said.

Among those set free on Friday were 
Waleed al-Ibrahim, the head of  regional 
television network MBC and Khalid al-
Tuwaijiri, a former chief of the Royal Court, 
the BBC reported on Saturday.

The men, according to reports, paid 
“substantial financial settlements” -- 
though the amounts have not been made 
public.

Al-Ibrahim’s deal may have included his 
controlling share in MBC -- the largest media 
company in the Middle East, reports said.

More than 200 princes, politicians and 
wealthy businessmen were detained in a 
crackdown on “systematic corruption” 
launched by Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in November. 

He has been accused of using the investi-
gation to remove opponents and consolidate 
his power, the BBC reported.

Those detained were accused of bribery, 
money laundering as well as extorting of-
ficials.

Since then, they have been held in the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel in Riyadh, which is 
due to reopen on February 14. The set-

tlements were likely “costly”, the BBC 
report said.

Two and a half months after the start of  
the crackdown, the campaign appears to be 
moving to a new phase. Most of the roughly 
350 men detained have been released after ei-
ther being cleared or surrendering significant 
assets to the government. 

And Crown Prince Mohammed is 
turning the screws on those who remain, 
threatening to move them to an actual 
prison and put them on trial, Saudi of-
ficials said.

He has said that the crackdown could 
return $100 billion in ill-gotten gains to the 
treasury while sending a firm message that 
the old, corrupt ways of doing business are 
over. 

Prince Miteb bin Abdullah, who was 
released at the end of November, reportedly 
paid over $1 billion.

In the aftermath of  the purge, Saudi 
Arabia’s Attorney General said at least $100 
billion had been misused through systemic 
corruption and embezzlement going back 
decades.

The detentions and the expensive settle-
ments were being characterized by the state 
as an attempt to recover those funds. Many 
more of those detained remain in the Ritz 
Carlton under guard. They are expected to 
be sent to prison to await trial.

Davos, Jan. 27 (PTI): The an-
nual congregation of  world lead-
ers in this snow-laden Swiss town 
concluded today where Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi led the 
charge against protectionism and 
was joined by the likes of  Angela 
Merkel and Emmanuel Macron 
while US President Donald Trump 
wrapped it up by asserting ‘Amer-
ica First’ does not mean ‘America 
alone’.

Over five days, the rich and 
powerful of  the ‘fractured’ world 
as well as those from academia, 
art, culture and civil society, also 
flagged growing levels of  gender 
and income inequality, as well as 
the financial and environmental 
risks.

Davos regular and IMF chief  
Christine Lagarde said the world 
should celebrate economic recovery 
but also repair the leaking roofs 
while the sun shines.

As this ski resort town saw un-
precedented levels of  snowfall this 
year, there were unusual delays in 
start of  some programmes on the 
first two days besides ever increas-
ing serpentine queues of  vehicles 

on roads and of people outside the 
session halls.

Against that backdrop, French 
President Emmanuel Macron re-
marked this much snow would raise 
doubts among sceptics of  global 
warming and it was good that they 
were not here as yet -- an apparent 
quip at his US counterpart who has 
announced that America would be 
leaving the Paris climate pact.

Macron’s remarks came on 
Wednesday before Trump arrived 
at Davos.

And today, Trump was wel-
comed on stage with a traditional 
Swiss brass band performance, 
another unusual event.

In his typical style, Trump said 
the press always loved him as a 
businessman but turned “nasty” 
and “fake” when he joined politics 
and became president, eliciting 
quite audible hisses and boos from 
some people in the audience that 
included a large number of  media 
persons.

Replying to the growing de-
mand for action against what is 
being considered as protectionist 
policies in the US, Trump declared 

he supports free trade but it must be 
fair and reciprocal. 

He also asserted that free trade 
would not be possible if  some coun-
tries resort to abuse of  systems, tak-
ing an indirect jibe at China.

Modi -- the first Indian prime 
minister to come here in over two 
decades -- led the charge against 
protectionism and declared that 
India was an open economy and 
ready to host businesses from across 
the world and share the benefits for 
all with its age-old concept of  ‘Vas-
udhaiva Kutumbakam’ -- the world 
is one family.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel also spoke out 
against protectionist tendencies at 
the summit.

As the world leaders continued 
to voice their concerns over various 
ills facing the world, British Prime 
Minister Theresa May was some-
how cynical that the big words 
spoken in Davos were often not 
matched with actions outside.

Her comments led many here to 
quip that Davos was like Las Vegas 
of  the economic world -- whatever 

happens in Davos, remains in Da-
vos.

The official programme began 
on Monday with Crystal Awards 
for cine star Shahrukh Khan, ac-
tor Cate Blanchett and music icon 
Elton John. At the ceremony, the 
Bollywood star had his own ‘fan 
moment’ when he asked Blanchett 
for a selfie.

A concert by the Davos Festival 
Chamber Coir marked the end of  
the five-day summit.

International Trade Union 
Confederation’s Sharon Burrow, 
part of  the all women co-chairs, in 
her closing remarks made sure to 
thank drivers and all the support 
staff  for running the show success-
fully. 

She also said the theme of cre-
ating a shared future in a fractured 
world would not be achieved with-
out inclusion at all levels.

Chetna Sinha from India was 
also a co-chair for this year’s sum-
mit.

A large Indian delegation, in-
cluding union ministers, attended 
the 48th annual meeting of  the 
WEF.

Washington, Jan. 27 (PTI/AFP): 
The United States imposed sanctions 
today on Russian officials who supplied 
turbines to a power plant in annexed 
Crimea, as well as several “ministers” 
from the breakaway region in eastern 
Ukraine.

The turbines were built by German 
engineering giant Siemens for delivery 
to Russia but were later sent to Crimea 
-- which Russia seized from Ukraine 
and annexed in 2014 -- by its Russian 
partner. No US action has been taken 
against the Munich-based firm, which 
says it was not aware the equipment 
would be diverted and attempted to sue 
the Russian state energy firm for breach 
of contract.

Only a handful of  Russian allies 
have recognized Moscow’s claim on 
Crimea, which has not been recognized 
by the United Nations and which 
Ukraine, the United States and most of  
the world reject.

Washington has an existing sanc-
tions law to punish officials and public 
and private entities who assist in the 
Russian intervention in Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine, and regularly updates 
its blacklist.

On Friday, it was the turn of senior 
Russian officials involved in the transfer 
of the turbines, and also several “min-

isters” from two pro-Russia breakaway 
regions of eastern Ukraine.

The so-called Donetsk People’s 
Republic (DPR) and Lugansk People’s 
Republic (LPR) rule chunks of eastern 
Ukraine controlled by the pro-Moscow 
separatists since a revolt in early 2014.

The West says the separatists are 
directly backed by Russian forces, who 
send personnel and weapons, fund-
ing and supplies and have allegedly 
conducted cross-border operations and 
shelling. Moscow denies this and has 
reacted with fury to increased sanc-
tions.

“The US government is commit-
ted to maintaining the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine and to 
targeting those who attempt to under-
mine the Minsk agreements,” Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said.

Under the Minsk agreements, 
the first of which was signed in 2014, 
Russia and Ukraine are supposed to 
support a ceasefire, withdraw heavy 
weapons and foreign forces, and sup-
port electoral reform.

But fighting has continued to great-
er and lesser degrees, and US officials 
accuse Vladimir Putin’s Kremlin of  
pulling the strings.

“Those who provide goods, serv-
ices, or material support to individuals 

and entities sanctioned by the United 
States for their activities in Ukraine 
are engaging in behavior that could ex-
pose them to US sanctions,” Mnuchin 
warned. Today, the Donetsk ministers 
of information, industry, finance, for-
eign affairs, state security and tax and 
Lugansk’s economic development, 
labor and energy ministers were added 
to the US blacklist.

Among the Russians added were 
Andrei Cherezov, deputy minister of  
energy, along with senior public and 
company officials involved in the trans-
fer of the turbines to occupied territory.

Several Russian companies were 
also designated for operating in Cri-
mea, including Technopromexport 
-- the subsidiary of state conglomerate 
Rostec that was unsuccessfully sued by 
Siemens.

The persons and entities listed 
cannot do business with Americans 
-- effectively excluding them from the 
US financial system -- and any assets 
they hold under US jurisdiction can 
be frozen.

Separately, the United States also 
condemned Russia’s ratification of  
an agreement to set up a joint military 
force with the Georgian region of  
South Ossetia, which is also under oc-
cupation.

Berlin, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
Germany’s CDU/CSU con-
servative alliance and Social 
Democrats (SPD) want to 
complete coalition govern-
ment negotiations before 
February 4, a media report 
said.

Michael Grosse-Bromer, 
CDU/ CSU parliamentary 
group leader, made the an-
nouncement after the first 
round of  the formal talks 
beginning Friday on a new 
“grand coalition” govern-
ment. 

The coalition govern-
ment is expected to be 
formed by the incumbent 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
CDU with its sister party 
CSU and SPD.

Meanwhile, Merkel was 
optimistic about the talks.

“People expect us to 
move towards forming a 
government, and that’s why 
I’m very optimistic and very 
determined in these discus-

sions that we reach a result 
and I believe that is achiev-
able in a relatively manage-
able time frame,” Deutsche 
Welle, Germany’s public 
international broadcaster, 
quoted Merkel as saying. 

SPD leader Martin 
Schulz said forming a sta-
ble government was pivotal 
for the country’s success: 
“Given the challenges from 
China and the US, the EU 
needs a strong, pro-Europe-
an Germany.”

Horst Seehofer, who 
leads the CSU, was upbeat 
ahead of  the talks, saying: 
“We will do everything in 
our power today and in the 
coming weeks to arrive at a 
good result.”

The previous govern-
ment was the third “grand 
coalition” since Germany 
adopted its current political 
system.  Germany also wit-
nessed “grand coalitions” in 
the 1960s and 2000s.

Washington,  Jan.  27 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump is expected to ask 
for $716 billion for defence 
spending in the 2019 budget 
to be unveiled in February, 
the American media has 
reported.

The figure will repre-
sent a seven per cent in-
crease over the 2018 budget, 
which was yet to be passed 
through the Congress, The 
Washington Post quoted 
an US official as saying on 
Friday.

Trump’s request would 
cover the Pentagon’s annual 
budget as well as spending 
on ongoing wars and the 
maintenance of  the US 
nuclear arsenal, said the 
report.

Defence Secretary Jim 

Mattis unveiled the National 
Defence Strategy last week, 
in which he proposed boost-
ing the power of  the US 
military.

Mattis said that the 
country’s military competi-
tive edge “has eroded in 
every domain of  warfare” 
because of  inconsistent 
funding.

The increase in defence 
spending, as pundits say, 
would be critical to achiev-
ing Trump’s vision for the 
military, including a larger 
Navy fleet and a bigger 
Army, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

But others warned that 
a long-term increase in the 
US military spending would 
dramatically expand the 
deficit.

with the move, citing the 
revelations that Trump came 
close to pushing out Mueller 
last June, the Washington 
Post reported. 

The President backed 
off only after White House 
Counsel Donald F. McGahn 
threatened to quit, according 
to two people familiar with 
the episode.

 Democratic Senator 
Mark Warner said that Con-
gress should now pass the 
legislation to protect the 
special counsel, urging his 
Republican and Democratic 
colleagues to work out any 
differences in approach to 
make it happen.

Even as some Republi-
cans have tried to discredit 
the Russia inquiry, a few 
senior members of the party 
said that they would not 
support the firing of Mueller.

A spokesman for Speak-
er Paul Ryan said that Ryan’s 
position had not changed 
since he said in June that 
Mueller should be left alone 
to do his job.

Taliban spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahid said 
that at the time of the explo-
sion, a large contingent of  
police officers was in the 
area.

Public hospital Jamhu-
riat, some NGO offices and 
busy local markets are also 
located in the area.

The attack comes amid 
a recent surge in terrorist 
attacks on civilian targets 
by the Taliban and Islamic 
State.

Last weekend over 20 
people died at the Inter-
continental Hotel in Ka-
bul during an assault by 
six armed attackers who 
clashed with security forces 
for 12 hours.

On Wednesday, the IS 
led an attack on Save the 
Children’s headquarters in 
Jalalabad killing four NGO 
employees, a passerby and a 
security force member along 
with the five terrorists.

Although in the first nine 
months of  2017 the civil-
ian death toll dropped by 
6 per cent - its first decline 
since 2012 - the toll of 2,640 
dead and 5,379 wounded, 
remains too high, according 
to a UN report.
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Kemesanuo Vivian Belho posing for the lens with judges and event officials at the Capital Conven on Centre in Kohima on Sat. 

A
ctress Deepi-
ka Padukone, 
who was 
threatened 
with behead-

ing over her latest film 
“Padmaavat”, is happy and 
proud as the Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali directorial has 
raked in Rs 56 crore (nearly 
$9 million) net in India in 
three days.

“Padmaavat” registered 
Rs 5 crore net on Wednes-
day (paid previews), Rs 19 
crore net on opening day 
on Thursday and Rs 32 
crore net on Friday, accord-
ing to producers Bhansali 
Productions and Viacom18 
Motion Pictures.

“I cannot even begin 
to express how happy and 
proud this makes me feel! 
Thank you for all the love,” 
Deepika, who has deliv-
ered blockbusters like “Om 
Shanti Om”, “Yeh Jawaani 
Hai Deewani”, “Chen-
nai Express”, “Goliyon 
Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela” 
and “Piku”, tweeted on 
Saturday.

Trade analyst Komal 
Nahta found the figures to 
be “stupendous consider-
ing that the film has not 
opened in 35 per cent of  
India”. 

“The film is destined 
to be a big hit. If  nor-
malcy returns soon in 

Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh, the film 
can cross Rs 300 crore in 
India. If  the film doesn’t 
release in the three or four 
states where it is banned, 
it will remain at Rs 240 
crore or Rs 250 crore,” he 
added.

Earlier, Deepika had 
said that she is not some-
one who has ever been 
excited so much about box 
office numbers but “I have 
to say that this time I am. I 
think it’s going to be earth-
shattering”.

The magnum opus, 

based on 16th century poet 
Malik Muhammad Jayasi’s 
“Padmavat”, also stars 
Ranveer Singh and Shahid 
Kapoor. 

The film, produced by 
Sudhanshu Vats, Ajit And-
hare and Bhansali, released 
on Thursday, ahead of Re-
public Day, amid protests 
from the Shri Rajput Karni 
Sena, which claims the 
movie distorts facts.

Andhare tweeted: 
“’Padmaavat’ overseas 
beats ‘Tiger Zinda Hai’ and 
‘Dangal’ in the US, New 
Zealand and Germany 

... beats ‘Baahubali’ in 
Australia. Beats in mil-
lion of hearts across the 
world, when will it beat in 
Gujarat?”

Talking about the 
mixed reviews, trade 
analyst Atul Mohan told 
IANS: “Reviewers should 
keep in mind the difficul-
ties that Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali went through 
while making the film. 
Under such tremendous 
pressure, he made the film, 
so critics should give it to 
him for that. However, 
I think common people 
would watch the film at 
least once, if not for any-
thing else, at least for the 
visual experience.”

“Having said that, I am 
afraid if the repeat viewing 
is even happening or not 
because of its length. The 
business of a film also 
grows due to repeat view-
ing on weekdays.”

According to Mohan, 
Sunday will be a big day. 

“I think by Sunday af-
ternoon, ‘Padmaavat’ will 
touch Rs 100 crore. I think 
from Monday onwards, 
if every day it gets steady 
business between Rs 15-20 
crore, then by next week 
it will easily cross Rs 180 
crore.”

IANS R
apper Nelly has filed a 
countersuit against his 
rape accuser after she 
filed a lawsuit for both 
sexual assault and defa-

mation of character.
Last December, the 42-year-old 

rapper, whose given name is Cornell 
Iral Haynes Jr, had his court case 
closed by authorities after his 21-year-
old accuser, who had alleged the star 
sexually assaulted her on his tour bus 
in Seattle, refused to testify against 
him.

However, Monique Greene later 

filed a lawsuit against the star for both 
sexual assault and defamation of  
character and now Nelly has filed his 
own countersuit

According to tmz.com, he and 
Greene had consensual sex on his 
tour bus but he asked her to leave 
after she became “aggressive and 
disruptive” when a back-up dancer 
entered the room to use the bath-
room.

He has filed a motion to have her 
defamation suit against him dis-
missed.

IANS

K
emesanuo Vivian Belho 
of North Field School 
was adjudged the win-
ner of a musical variety 
competition called ‘Top 

Acts’ that was held at the Capital 
Convention Centre in Kohima on 
Sat.

The event was organised by the 
Nagaland unit of a group called the 
Muskan Youth Center of Family 
Planning Association of India in part-
nership with two other groups, called 
4Life and LifePro Sound Solution.

Eleven artists competed in the 
grand finale. Muskan Youth Centre 
organised the event on International 
Youth Day on Aug. 12 2017 too and 
then every month on 4th Sat. 

Top Acts culminated with the 
grand finale on Jan. 27. 

Belho bagged a cash prize of INR 
10,000 and a citation sponsored by 
Dr Amen Walling of 4Life Interna-
tional Diamond.

Guest artists Senti Semy and 
Dieze Sothu gave special perform-
ances during the event.

Vincent Belho, general manager 
of FPA India’s Nagaland unit said 
that Top Acts was conceptualized to 
provide a platform to young artists 
‘to perform and realize their potential 
in the field of their choice of art.’ 
Besides, the platform would offer 
opportunities to them to interact with 
experienced and accomplished artists 
to  help them learn and grow, it was 

informed.
The Muskan Youth Centre of  

FPA India announced that season-
two will start with its first edition on 
April 28. The group has requested 
parents, school authorities, and 
churches to encourage their children 
to participate in the event.  

The Nagaland unit of the FPA 
India is a voluntary agency working 
in the field of sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights. As part of its 
youth involvement exercise, the group 
organises youth  programs. 

The Muskan Youth centre aims to 
be a ‘hub’ for young people to ‘come 
together’ and channelize their energy 
into positive activities.

Kohima Bureau

Model Ashley Graham says beauty is “beyond size” and has urged 
people to “stay loud” to encourage fashion and beauty brands to 
take more plus-size models on for their campaigns. The 30-year-old 
model was thrilled to be the first plus-size model to be cast for a 
beauty brand and hopes if people “stay loud about it”, it will con-
tinue, reports femalefirst.co.uk. Writing for Glamour magazine, 
she shared: “Beauty is beyond size. If more people get vocal on 
social media, and more brands and designers put all types of  
women in their campaigns, it will change how we see beauty. 
We have to stay loud about it.” Meanwhile, Graham previ-
ously claimed her new deal with Revlon marks a “ground-
breaking” moment for the fashion industry. (IANS)

Beauty is beyond size — Ashley Graham

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Padmaavat (Hindi) 3D
8 pm: Padmaavat (hindi) 2D 

Deepika ‘happy, proud’ with 
success of ‘Padmaavat’ 

North Field School student takes musical ‘Top Acts’ 

F
ormer Miss Universe Sush-
mita Sen, who was last seen in 
2010 film ‘No Problem’, says 
that she has been looking at 
scripts for the past one and a 

half years.
Sushmita, along with younger daugh-

ter Alisah, was present at the Rouble 
Nagi Art Foundation’s Republic Day 
celebration with kids on Friday.

Asked when could the fans expect 
her return, Sushmita said: “I have been 
looking at scripts again for the past one 
and a half year. 

“I think I am ready to commit six 
months of my life to a film. But, just 
because I am ready, doesn’t mean the 
perfect script is ready for me.”

The 1994 Miss Universe also re-
vealed that her greatest ambition was not 
to become a star but to remain connected 
with people. 

“Like I have always said, I will find a 
way to stay connected with you people. 
My greatest ambition wasn’t to become 
a movie star but it was to stay connected 
with people. 

“I am very blessed that God gave me 
that opportunity to become an actor,...”

Sushmita had earlier on Twitter 
shared her disappointment over the news 
of a school bus attacked by “Padmaavat” 
protesters in Haryana’s Gurugram some 

days back.
On Friday, when asked for a com-

ment on the same issue, she said: “I have 
already said what I wanted to say about 
it on Twitter. Obviously I am very upset 
but I think we could talk about some-
thing productive today. Like these kids, 
who are our hope. To be able to express 
yourself and adding colour to life is the 
way of doing it.”

Her tweet shared on Thursday, read: 
“Attacking a school bus with children in 
it (as young as four-years-old) is an act of  
pure evil. Shame on these coward mon-
sters. Serious action must be taken...
THIS CANNOT HAPPEN. #keep-
childrensafe #delhi”

Talking about the art foundation’s 
initiative and their support Sushmita 
said: “One of the reasons I am so very 
proud of this beautiful woman is Rou-
ble Nagi’s amazing support towards 
these kids. 

“Currently there are only 300 kids 
but she teaches art to kids from 62 
slum areas. In fact, we have art exhibi-
tions where we have also bought their 
artwork to support Rouble Nagi Art 
Foundation. 

“It is amazing to see that at such a 
young age these kids understand the true 
meaning of the Republic Day.”

IANS

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Indian-American woman sues 
Weinstein for sexual harassment

D
isgraced movie producer 
Harvey Weinstein has been 
sued by his former Indian-
American personal assistant 
who has alleged that she 

was subjected to sexual exploitation and a 
“sexually hostile” work environment while 
working for him. Sandeep Rehal, who was 
Weinstein’s personal assistant for two years 
from 2013 to 2015, has sought trial by jury in 
an 11-page lawsuit.

For over two years Rehal was “forced 
to work in a pervasive and severe sexually 
hostile” work environment at Weinstein’s 
company and “defined by endless offensive, 
degrading, and sexually harassing actions, 
statements, and touching at the hands of her 
boss,” alleges a lawsuit filed in the Southern 
District Court of New York on January 25.

A day later, on Friday, the court issued 
summons to Weinstein and his company to 
respond to the charges within 21 days.

The 65-year-old film producer has been 
facing a number of other sexual allegations, 
many of whom have been widely reported 
in the US media including in the New York 
Times.

The lawsuit alleged that Rehal “had to 
pick up Harvey Weinstein’s used Caverject 
shots, which he tossed on the floor in his of-
fice, hotel rooms and his apartment”.

She also had to “pick up his used con-
dom, and clean up rooms” and semen off his 
couch, before housekeeping personnel would 
do their work, the lawsuit charges.

“Rehal was required to be involved 
in and aware of the preparations for, and 
clean up after, Harvey Weinstein’s extremely 
prolific sexual encounters,” it alleged.

“Throughout her employment with 
Defendants Ms Rehal was required, as a 
condition of her employment, to work with 
Harvey Weinstein when he was naked. On 
an almost weekly basis, she was required to 
take dictation of emails from him while he 
was naked,” the lawsuit alleged.

Weinstein subjected Rehal to “unwel-
come touching”, the lawsuit alleges.

Almost every time she accompanied 
Weinstein in his chauffeured Lexus 
SUV, he made her sit in the back with 
him and touched her thigh.

“After Ms Rehal started wear-
ing pants instead of skirts, Harvey 
Weinstein would rub between her 
thighs. When Ms Rehal sat cross-
legged in an attempt to prevent 
him from being able to touch 
her thigh, Harvey Weinstein 
would touch the back of her 
legs and butt,” the lawsuit 
alleged.

Weinstein, who is 
already facing similar 
investigations by police 
in New York and Los 
Angeles, has denied 
the latest allega-
tions.

PTI
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Daniel Cormier

Manchester United’s striker Alexis Sanchez gestures during the FA Cup 
fourth round football match against Yeovil Town Jan. 26.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1717            SUD0KU 1557
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1716

ACROSS
1. Brazilian river
6. Grand ____
10. Storage building
14. Compatriot of Joshua 

(Bible)
15. “Angel ring”
16. ____ Alto, California city
17. Plants resembling the 

cuckoopint
18. Ends a prayer
19. Heavily-spiced stew
20. Height
22. Clothes maker
24. Loch ____ monster
25. Votes
26. Is appropriate
29. Game of chance
30. Tutelary Roman deities

37. Tall palm of southeast Asia
39. Liberal (abbrev.)
40. More capable
41. Implied meanings
44. Made melodious sounds
45. Deceive easily
46. ______ Rico
48. Navy men
52. “Dr. Faustus” author 

Thomas ____
53. Drinking establishment
54. Zealots
58. Long operatic solo
59. “Galloping Gourmet” 

Graham ____
61. City in Biblical Macedonia
62. Two-____ sloth
63. “Spotted”

64. City in England
65. Finishes
66. Abominable snowman
67. Beings 
DOWN
1. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
2. Title of nobility
3. Oversupply
4. Recollect
5. Pertaining to pregnancy 

______rics

7. Disabled
8. Beer
9. US state
10. Damage or ruin

11. Phone greeting
12. Poet T.S. _____ 
13. Jim Morrison’s band
21. Soviet Union
23. Fish genus
25. US naturalist Charles 

William _____ (1879-
1962)

26. German for “Blue”
27. Acquire or deserve
28. ____ Flintstone
29. Abstract expressionist 

painter Franz Joseph 
_____ (1919-1962)

32. Sea serpent
33. People not in residence
34. Make indistinct

35. Period of penitence
36. Therefore
38. Intensity 
42. Jailor
43. Extent between points
47. Incapable
48. Condition
49. Moses’ brother
50. Overgrown with climbing 

plants
51. Conducts and directs
52. French for “Tuesday”
54. Worry
55. Angers
56. Yield
57. Back talk
60. Center of a hurricane

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1556

South Africa’s batsman AB de Villiers, second from le , leaves the field as India’s players celebrates his dismissal on the fourth day 
of the third cricket test match at the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg, South Africa on Sat. Jan. 27.

AP/PTI

Big pay day for Indians 
and Stokes at IPL auctions

Cormier aims for second 
belt with Miocic title ght

Mourinho praises Sanchez 
after Man Utd FA Cup stroll

India win third Test after South Africa collapse

Bengaluru, Jan. 27 (PTI): Indian 
players dominated the bidding 
wars as KL Rahul and Manish 
Pandey laughed their way to the 
bank with multi-million dollar 
deals but England all- rounder 
Ben Stokes once again emerged 
the costliest buy in the IPL auc-
tions, here on Saturday.

Despite all the off-field contro-
versies, Stokes was snapped up for 
a whopping INR 12.5 crore (USD 
1.96 million) by Rajasthan Royals 
after Kings XI Punjab, Chennai 
Super Kings also engaged in a 
fierce bidding war.

The franchises were smart in 
their choices with most of  the 
current India players attracting 
significant interest.

Stylish opener Rahul and 
middle-order batsman Pandey 
bagged deals worth INR 11 crore 
(USD 1.73 million) from Kings XI 
Punjab and Sunrisers Hyderabad 
respectively.

With their prices sky-rock-
eting, the two players’ original 
franchises RCB and KKR didn’t 
use their Right To Match (RTM) 
cards.

The Karnataka players had 
a field day at the auctions with 
India discard Karun Nair also 
triggering a bidding war before 
Kings XI Punjab got him for INR 
5.60 crore.

Kedar Jadhav, one of  Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni ‘Go To Man’ 
during his last stint as India cap-
tain, also fetched a healthy price 
of  INR 7.80 crore for his all-
round qualities of  batting, round-
arm off-spin and back-up wicket-
keeping. He was snapped by the 
Dhoni-led Chennai Super Kings.

Chennai, however, didn’t bid 

vigorously for Ravichandran Ash-
win, who will now ply his trade 
for Kings XI Punjab at a salary of  
INR 7.60 crore.

Interestingly, Chennai Super 
Kings roped in Harbhajan Singh 
at his base price of  INR 2 crore 
(USD 315,000).

But none came close to Stokes, 
who has been struck with contro-
versies of  late and was dropped 
f r o m  t h e E n g l a n d 
A s h e s s q u a d 
f o l -
l o w -
i n g  a 
pub brawl. 
He has even 
been charged 
in the matter 
now.

S t o k e s 
was bought f o r 
I N R  1 4 . 5 crore (USD 2.28 
million) by Rising Pune Supergi-
ants during the last auctions, and 
proved to be a worthy buy with his 
all-round performance taking the 
team to the final.

There were multiple bids from 
Kings XI Punjab, Chennai Super 
Kings but Steve Smith, Stokes’ 
captain at the Pune franchise, 
wanted him desperately and thus 
his owners respected his wish.

“As far as we are concerned 
the ECB has cleared him for auc-
tion. We are prepared for legal 
consequences too. He will be a 
very important part of  the team. 
We are like a start-up company. 
We are restarting, we needed an 
all-rounder and hence we picked 
up Stokes,” Royals executive 
chairman Ranjit Borthakur said.

Another predictable aspect 
was Australian players getting 

premium bids with Mitchell Starc 
being picked by Kolkata Knight 
Riders for INR 9.60 crore (USD 
1.5 million).

The other big buy among the 
16 marquee players was Glenn 
Maxwell, who was back in the 
Delhi Daredevils fold after five 
years for a record INR 9.40 crore 
after intense bidding. DD had the 
last laugh when KXIP refused to 
use their RTM card.

While KKR decided to let 
g o  G a u t a m 
Gambhi r  a t 

INR 2.80 
c r o r e 
( U S D 

440,000) 
t o  D e l h i 
Daredevils, 
t h e y  u s e d 

their RTM to buy back Chris 
Lynn for INR 9.40 crore (USD 
1.47 million).

“It is keeping in mind condi-
tions in Kolkata. The playing con-
ditions and wicket has changed 
quite drastically.

So if  you see the two reten-
tions which we have had -- Sunil 
Narine and Andre Russel -- and 
now you add Mitchell Starc to 
that, I think that makes a good 
bunch of  bowlers who can bat,” 
KKR CEO Venky Mysore ex-
plained.

However, West Indian swash-
buckler Chris Gayle surprisingly 
went unsold despite his well-es-
tablished T20 batting credentials. 
England Test captain Joe Root 
also went unsold but his team-
mate, all-rounder Chris Woakes, 
was picked by RCB for INR 7.40 
crore.

Daredevils,  however,  got 
their probable captain in Gautam 
Gambhir at a dirt cheap rate. 
Similarly, another veteran Yuvraj 
Singh got an opening bid from 
Kings XI Punjab for INR 2 crore.

Dwayne Bravo was taken for 
INR 6.40 crore by CSK using the 
RTM card.

Kieron Pollard was predict-
ably bought by Mumbai Indians, 
who used their Right To Match 
(RTM) card for INR 5.40 crore 
(USD 850,000), while Sunrisers 
Hyderabad bought back Shikhar 
Dhawan for INR 5.2 crore (USD 
817,000) after heavy bidding from 
KXIP.

Faf  du Plessis was retained 
by CSK for only INR 1.60 crore 
while Rajasthan Royals used 
RTM to retain Ajinkya Rahane for 
INR 4 crore (USD 630,000).

Kane Williamson was back at 
Sunrisers Hyderabad for INR 3 
crore (USD 472,000).

Former CSK mentor Kris Srik-
kanth wasn’t surprised that Gayle 
went unsold and CSK didn’t go 
whole hog for Ashwin.

“Not at all surprised at Gayle 
being dropped, RCB s problem 
is stock heavy and they will use 
RTM card for KL Rahul as open-
ing batsman and (Yuzvendra) 
Chahal, they are Indian cricketers 
and know the conditions well,” 
Srikkanth said.

On Ashwin, he said:”I ex-
pected it, reason is that last year 
Washington Sundar played under 
(MS) Dhoni and Steve Smith 
for (Rising) Pune (Supergiant), 
and he was the most economical 
bowler. Now he is a T20 bowler 
for India, because they have an 
option in Washington Sunder.”  

Lafayette, Jan. 27 (Re-
uters): Light heavyweight 
champion Daniel Cormier 
will attempt to emulate 
Conor McGregor and grab 
a second belt when he steps 
up a division to fight Stipe 
Miocic for the heavyweight 
strap in July, the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship 
(UFC) has announced.

Both men successfully 
defended their titles at the 
UFC 220 recent event in 
Boston and will now meet 
in a hotly-anticipated show-
down for Miocic’s heavy-
weight belt at the T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas on July 
7, the organisation said in a 
statement.

With a win, former 

Olympic wrestler Cormier, 
38, can emulate Irishman 
McGregor and become the 
second fighter to hold titles 
in two UFC weight classes 
simultaneously. In the run-
up to the fight, the pair will 
act as coaches on the 27th 
series of  the UFC’s “The 
Ultimate Fighter” reality 
TV show, the UFC said.

London, Jan. 27 (AFP): 
Jose Mourinho hailed new 
signing Alexis Sanchez after 
he delivered a man-of-the-
match performance to fire 
Manchester United into the 
fifth round of  the FA Cup 
with a 4-0 win against lowly 
Yeovil Town on Friday.

Sanchez was named in 
the starting line-up just days 
after he signed for United 
from Arsenal and was in-
volved in the build-up to the 
first two goals, scored by 
Marcus Rashford and Ander 
Herrera. Substitutes Jesse 
Lingard and Romelu Lu-
kaku added late gloss to the 
scoreline as United ran out 
comfortable winners against 
their fourth-tier opponents.

“Alexis Sanchez is a fan-
tastic addition, everyone 
is happy that he comes,” 
said a delighted Mourinho. 
“Good players want good 
players. The question is al-
ways which one is going to 
be left out, it is not about 
that for us.

“We have a fantastic 
group of  attacking players 
and he is another one with 
more maturity and expe-
rience. His choice for the 
second goal is a choice that a 
player like Marcus Rashford 
is too nervous to make that 
kind of decision. He brings 
maturity and class.”

Fresh from signing a 
contract extension with 
United, Mourinho put out 
a much-changed side for the 
fourth-round clash in his 
100th competitive match in 
charge but the visitors still 
had far too much firepower 
for Yeovil.

Sanchez lined up along-
side Michael Carrick at 
Huish Park, with the veteran 
midfielder making his first 
start since September after 
he received treatment for an 

irregular heart rhythm.
It was the second time 

the sides have met in the Cup 
in four seasons and United 
were desperate to avoid an 
embarrassing slip-up against 
a side fighting for their lives 
in the bottom reaches of  
League Two.

United dominated pos-
session early in the game but 
were unable to create many 
clear-cut chances despite 
a potent-looking forward 
line featuring the likes of  
Sanchez, Rashford and Juan 
Mata.
Sanchez sharp
Sanchez, wearing United’s 
iconic number seven shirt, 
looked sharp on the left side 
of  the attack, drifting into 
central areas to orchestrate 
United’s attacks and taking 
some knocks from the rug-
ged hosts. Seconds after he 
shot narrowly wide from 
the edge of the area, he was 
involved in the build-up to 
the opening goal, releasing 
Rashford on the edge of the 
box. Rashford lost control of  
the ball but a disastrous de-
fensive mix-up in the home-
side’s penalty area gifted the 
20-year-old forward with a 
clear opening, and he made 
no mistake, giving United 

the lead five minutes before 
half-time. The football was 
scrappy after the interval, 
with the rotated United 
line-up struggling to find 
attacking rhythm but they 
extended their lead with half  
an hour to go, with Sanchez 
again central to the move.

The Chilean carried the 
ball forward during a United 
break and fed Herrera, who 
finished impressively with 
his left foot.

United began to find 
their fluency in the latter 
stages, with the in-form Lin-
gard and Lukaku adding 
the goals to reflect United’s 
superiority. Elsewhere on 
Friday, Sheffield Wednesday 
beat Reading 3-1 in an all-
Championship clash.

On Sunday, Pep Guar-
diola’s Manchester City, 
who remain on course for 
an unprecedented quadru-
ple, have a tough challenge 
against Championship high-
fliers Cardiff while Chelsea 
face Newcastle.

In another all Premier-
League tie on Saturday, 
Liverpool host West Brom 
while Nottingham Forest’s 
reward for dumping out 
champions Arsenal in the 
third round is a trip to Hull.

Johannesburg, Jan. 27 (AFP): 
Ishant Sharma and Jasprit Bumrah 
sparked a dramatic collapse as India 
beat South Africa by 63 runs on the 
fourth day of  the third and final 
Test at the Wanderers Stadium on 
Saturday.

Dean Elgar and Hashim Amla 
shared a century second-wicket 
partnership which took South Af-
rica more than halfway towards 
their target of  241 before Amla’s 
dismissal for 52 started a collapse in 
which nine wickets fell for 53 runs.

Sharma and Bumrah claimed 
two wickets each to start the slide 
before Mohammed Shami ripped 
through the lower order, taking five 
for 28.

Elgar was left to fight alone, 
carrying his bat for 86 off  240 balls.

The win ensured India stayed 
comfortably on top of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council Test rankings 
despite losing the series 2-1.

South Africa would have drawn 
level on points if  they had com-
pleted a clean sweep.

The hosts were looking comfort-
able as Elgar and Amla compiled 
a partnership of  119, although it 
took four hours and 50.4 overs of  
hard work on a difficult pitch. It was 
only the third century partnership 
of the series.

But India hit back with the 
wickets of Amla and AB de Villiers 
in quick succession shortly before 
tea.

Amla fell with the total on 124 
when he clipped Sharma firmly 
towards midwicket and Hardik Pan-
dya dived to his right to hold a good 
catch. Amla had faced 140 balls in 
making his second half-century of  

the match.
De Villiers started confidently 

with a boundary off  Sharma but 
was out for six when he was squared 
up by a lifting delivery from Jasprit 
Bumrah which flew off  the shoul-
der of  his bat to Ajinkya Rahane 
at gully.

The same two bowlers struck 
again immediately after tea. South 
African captain Faf du Plessis was 
bowled by a ball from Sharma 
which cut back and kept low and 
the out-of-form Quinton de Kock 

was trapped leg before wicket first 
ball by Bumrah.

Vernon Philander batted bright-
ly to make 10 before he pulled a 
ball from Shami onto his stumps, to 
be followed in quick succession by 
Phehlukwayo, Kagiso Rabada and 
Morne Morkel, all without scoring.

Phehlukwayo was bowled by 
Shami, Rabada was caught at first 
slip by Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Morkel was bowled by Shami.

Elgar, having batted with un-
flappable concentration for more 

than five hours, tried to play some 
shots and keep the strike after being 
joined by last man Lungi Ngidi. He 
hit a six off  Kumar before Ngidi 
was caught behind off  Shami.

Conditions remained difficult 
for batting but there were none of  
the extreme bounces and deviations 
that prompted the umpires to halt 
play shortly before the scheduled 
close on Friday. But once the Elgar-
Amla partnership was broken new 
batsmen were unable to play with 
any confidence.



Leicester's Malian midfielder Fousseni Diabate (R) scores his side's fourth goal during 
the FA Cup fourth round match against Peterborough United in Peterborough, eastern 
England, on Jan. 27.
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Nongthombam Biren Singh felicita ng Saikhom Mirabai Chanu on 
Fri. at Imphal.

EM Images

India's Saina Nehwal, right, returns a shot to Thailand's Ratchanok Intanon, le , during the semi final 
round of the women's single match in the Indonesia Masters badminton tournament at the Istora 
Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia on Sat. Jan. 27.

AP/PTI

Denmark's Caroline Wozniacki, le , holds her trophy a er defea ng Romania's Simona Halep, right, in 
the women's singles final at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Sat.  
Jan. 27.

AP/PTI

Wozniacki wins first major at Australian Open

Excited to be back with Rajasthan Royals — Sanju Samson

Saina enters Indonesia Masters final; Satwik-Chirag bow out

AR organise friendly volleyball match at Atoizu

Chanu felicitated by Manipur CM

Diabate's debut double helps Leicester into FA Cup last 16

M e l b o u r n e,  Ja n .  2 7 
(AFP): Caroline Wozni-
acki finally lifted her first 
Grand Slam title at the 
43rd attempt as she beat Si-
mona Halep 7-6 (7/2), 3-6, 
6-4 to win the Australian 
Open on Saturday.

The Dane, who will 
take over as world number 
one, burst into tears as she 
secured the title against 
the battling Romanian top 
seed on her first match 
point of  a gruelling, epic 
encounter.

Both players needed 
medical attention on court 
before the Dane prevailed 
in 2hr 49min in energy-
sapping hot and humid 
conditions on Rod Laver 
Arena.

Wozniacki, 27, has 
long carried the unwanted 
moniker of  best player 
never to win a major, hav-
ing reached the US Open 
final in 2009 and 2014, and 
first becoming number one 
in 2010.
Both of  them were in their 
third major final -- their 
first in Australia -- and 
both had saved match 
points in earlier rounds to 
get there.

Wozniacki started the 
stronger and broke Halep's 
opening service game with 
the early evening tempera-
ture still above 30 Celsius 
(86 Farenheit).

The Dane sped into a 
3-0 lead behind a consis-
tent first serve.

Wozniacki had not 
won a set in either of  her 

Jakarta, Jan. 27 (IANS): 
Star Indian shuttler Saina 
Nehwal stormed into the 
final, while the men's dou-
bles pair of  Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty bowed out of  the 
$350,000 Indonesia Mas-
ters World Tour Super 500 

in the semi-final here on 
Saturday. Saina, the 2012 
Olympic bronze medallist, 
took 49 minutes to defeat 
the Thai fourth seed and 
former world champion 
Ratchanok Intanon 21-19, 
21-19.

Saina, who now leads 

the head-to-head tie 8-5 
against Ratchanok, will 
play the winner from the 
second semi-final between 
top seeded Tai Tzu Ying 
of  Chinese Taipei and 
Chinese eighth seed He 
Bingjiao -- in the final on 
Sunday.

D i m a p u r ,  J a n .  2 7 
(EMN): Zunheboto Bat-
talion under the aegis of  
HQ IGAR (North) or-
ganised a friendly volley-
ball match with the local 

youths at Atoizu district, 
Zunheboto on Jan. 26. 

The match was or-
ganised to extend an op-
portunity to the locals to 
showcase their talent in 

sports and provide and 
motivate  the ta lented 
players. The match was 
played between Assam 
Rifles troops and the local 
youths.

previous two Grand Slam 
final appearances and 
tightened visibly serving 
for this one at 5-3. Halep 
aggressively took advan-
tage and moved to three 
break points at 0-40.

A big second serve and 
a first ace saved two of  
them but the relentless Ha-
lep forced Wozniacki long 
with a sliced forehand and 
the final was back on serve.

In the tiebreak the 
Dane went 4-1 up before 
a second mini-break and 

two solid serves gave her 
the tiebreak 7-2.

Wozniacki was grow-
ing in confidence and Ha-
lep needed to save four 
break points at 1-1 in the 
second set in a brutal game 
that lasted 11 minutes.
Worrying scenes
Soon after Halep signalled 
to her coach Darren Cahill 
in the player's box that she 
wasn't feeling well and 
there were worrying scenes 
as she had her blood pres-
sure taken and an ice towel 

applied in the next change-
over.

Halep re-emerged with 
her energy drained and 
needed the luckiest of  net 
cords to hold for 4-3.

Cramping and almost 
limping, she decided to 
stand and deliver in the 
next game, keeping the 
points short. Incredibly the 
tactic paid off  as she broke 
Wozniacki with a ripping 
drive up the line and served 
at 5-3 to level the match.

Wozniacki forced two 

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 27 
(IANS): Kerala wicket keeper-bats-
man Sanju Samson on Saturday 
expressed his happiness on return-
ing to Indian Premier League (IPL) 
franchise Rajasthan Royals after a 
two-year gap.

"The biggest excitement is that 
I am going back to RR, which is 
where everything for me began a 
few years back. 

"Also, I am happy that a very 

big team like Mumbai Indians also 
bid for me. But the real happiness is 
I am back to the dressing room of  
Royals and am waiting to meet up 
with (Ajinkya) Rahane," Samson 
told reporters after he went under 
the hammer at the IPL auction for 
a staggering Rs eight crore.

Samson played for Delhi Dare-
devils in the previous two IPL 
seasons after Royals was suspended 
from the IPL.

He said there is nothing a player 
can do about the auction as a player 
cannot rate oneself.

"Maybe I got this rate because 
in the ongoing season I did well 
in the domestic season . I am even 
more happy as RR has the same 
team management and it's exciting 
to play alongside Australian cap-
tain Steve Smith and Stuart Binny 
who are all former Royals," added 
Samson. 

Samson also pointed out that 
it's not just the IPL that he is aim-
ing and his final destination is to get 
back to the Indian team. He said 
he owes his success to the constant 
motivation that he receives from his 
friends, well wishers from here.

"Every time I go out, people 
come and tell me that they are al-
ways praying for me and my success 
and that's the real motivation in me 
to do well," added Samson.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 27 (EMN): 
A day after Chief  Minis-
ter Nongthombam Biren 
Singh congratulated Saik-
hom Mirabai Chanu on 
receiving the Padmashree 
Award 2018, Manipur gov-
ernment on Sat. handed 
over a cash award of  INR 
20 lakhs to weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu.

Speaking during the 
brief  cash award handing 
ceremony at the Chief  
Minister’s official secre-
tariat here, Biren said the 
state government would 
like to offer a suitable job 
for Mirabai.

“So please discuss and 
let us know after proper 
consultation. Let’s see 
what the state government 
can do,” says Biren. “The 
state government will try 
to extend maximum help 
to the talented sportsper-
sons and the entrepreneurs 
working in diverse fields 
outside the state if  they 
want to work here.”

S a i k h o m  M i r a b a i 
Chanu became the first 
Indian in over two decades 
to claim gold medal at the 
Senior World Weightlifting 
Championships on Nov. 

break back points which 
Halep saved, before level-
ling on her third set point.

The tournament's ex-
treme heat policy was in-
voked meaning the players 
took a 10-minute break 
before the start of  the third 
set. When they resumed 
Wozniacki held before 
wearing Halep down with 
a series of  long rallies and 
securing the break for 2-0 
as the match clock hit the 
two-hour mark.

Halep dug deep and 
got it back to 2-1 on her 
sixth break point of  a gru-
elling game when Wozni-
acki double-faulted after 
almost 12 minutes.

Both players were feel-
ing the heat and two more 
breaks of  serve were ex-
changed as they struggled 
to find any rhythm until 
Halep held for 3-3.

Wozniacki's weaker 
forehand let her down 
twice from deuce and Ha-
lep led for the first time in 
the match at 4-3.

Now it was the turn of  
the Dane to call the physio. 
With her left knee freshly 
strapped she broke Halep 
yet again to level at 4-4.

Finally, having not 
held since the first game 
of  the third set Wozniacki 
managed it again and cru-
cially led 5-4 with Halep 
having to serve to stay in 
the match.

She couldn't manage 
it and a backhand into the 
net brought an end to her 
brave challenge.

30, 2017.
The Indian Railways 

employee, who lifted 85kg 
in snatch and 109kg in 
clean and jerk to total an 
impressive 194kg, became 
a world champion in the 
48kg weight-category at 
the competition in Ana-
heim, USA in Nov. 2017.

The 23 year old weight-
lifter attending the day’s 
gathering opined that 
sportspersons in the state 
requires financial support 
to continue their respective 
sports disciplines.

“That’s why most of  
us went outside the state in 
search of  jobs. If  the state 
authority takes up the nec-
essary steps, many talented 
sports persons will come 
out,” she felt.  

In his congratulatory 
message on Fri, the chief  
minister said the whole 
state feels proud of  Saik-
hom Mirabhai Chanu and 
Langpoklakpam Subadani 
Devi (a traditional weaver) 
on receiving one of  the 
country’s highest civilian 
awards, Padmashree 2018.

London, Jan. 27 (AFP): Fousseni Diabate 
scored twice on his Leicester City debut 
as the Foxes cruised to a a 5-1 win over 
Peterborough United in the fourth round 
of the FA Cup on Saturday.

Any hopes third-tier Peterborough 
might beat create an upset lasted all of  
nine minutes, with Diabate's opening 
goal followed by two more from Kelechi 
Iheanacho that gave the Foxes a 3-0 lead 
at half-time.

Peterborough's Andrew Hughes pulled 
one back in the 58th minute but it was no 
more than a consolation goal.

Diabate, who arrived at the King 
Power Stadium from French Ligue 2 club 
Gazelec Ajaccio earlier this month, scored 
his second and Leicester's fourth in the 
87th minute before Wilfred Ndidi made it 
5-1 in stoppage-time.

"It's a lovely competition to play in. It 
was a good team performance," Iheanacho 
told BT Sport.

"I have been waiting for an opportunity 
to take my chance and this was it."

Peterborough may have bowed out, 

Both the games re-
mained close with Intanon 
taking a slender 3-1 lead in 
the beginning which was 
pulled back by Saina to 
level things at 5-5. 

However, the Thailand 
shuttler took an upper 
hand to further take a 
13-11 lead. In the closing 
minutes, Saina kept her 
calm to clinch the game. 

In the second game, 
Saina dominated the pro-
ceedings from the onset to 
take an 17-11 advantage. 

Failing to maintain the 
lead, the fourth seed came 
from behind to level things 
at 18-18 but gave away the 
game to Saina who looked 
contended to clinch the 
match. 

Meanwhile, Satwik 
and Chirag ended their 
run in straight games 
against world No.1 pair 
Marcus Fernaldi Gideon 
and Kevin Sanjaya Suka-
muljo in the semi-finals. 

T h e  wo r l d  N o. 3 2 
failed to get their combi-
nation right and lost 14-
21, 11-21 in half  an hour.

The Indian pair had 
upset two top-10 players 
in the run to the semi-
finals.

but several lower league clubs remain 
involved in the tournament.

They include fourth-tier Newport 
County, who will hope the 'Magic of  
the FA Cup' comes to Rodney Parade 
when they welcome eight-times win-
ners Tottenham Hotspur to south 
Wales later on Saturday.

Meanwhile Liverpool will look 
to reach the last 16 at the expense 

of West Browmich Albion in an all-
Premier League clash at Anfield with 
Southampton and Watford involved 
in Saturday's Cup tie at St Mary's.

Chelsea face Newcastle in an-
other all-Premier League clash on 
Sunday when league leaders Man-
chester City continue their bid for an 
unprecedented quadruple away to 
second-tier Cardiff.


