
A member of the Nagaland police’s armed 'Mahila' (women) battalion in parade during the celebration of India’s 
Republic Day on Fri. at the Dimapur District Sports Council stadium.                                                  (Photo: Caisii Mao)
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Mum... Dad... I need to go 

for class, can you please ask 
the candidate for cash for 

me too....

The secret of my influence 
has always been that it 

remained secret. 

~ Salvador Dali
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 20° 04°
agartala 25° 08°
gangtok 14° 0°
guwahati 23° 10°
imphal 21° 02°

itanagar 18° 06°
shillong 15° 02°
delhi 21° 07°
Kolkata 25° 10°
chennai 30° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 7°
dIMApur 24° 14°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA nil 89%
dIMApur nil 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Assam protest leaves 
thousand stranded 

NPF, BJP to work out 
seat-sharing formula

uN, India invest $168m to boost farming 
income in Nagaland and Mizoram

Governor douses hope of 
‘solution before election’ 

Dimapur police bans carrying of arms 

Ao Senden to meet tribe’s 
candidates on Jan. 29

NPCC blames NLA resolution 

JD (U) says Nagaland political parties must come to a consensus 

Solution not election

    

World EntErtainmEnt SportS

Stewart parvin frontrunner to design 
Meghan Markle’s dress | p10

 41 killed in South Korean 
hospital blaze | p9

Republic of Mahila 

Acharya’s Republic Day speech suggests formation of new 
Nagaland government ‘in few weeks from now’  

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 26 (EMN): Despite 
repeated appeals by various Naga 
organisations to the Election Com-
mission of India to withhold the 
assembly elections in Nagaland, 
the state's governor, PB Acharya, 
has hinted at the possibility of 
conducting the elections before 
'solution' to the Indo-Naga politi-
cal issue.

“Nagaland today stands at the 
cusp of history. Shortly, we will be 
having the elections to the state as-
sembly. I hope that in a few weeks 
from now, we would have elected 
a government that will ensure 
that the aspirations of citizens 
are met for a better tomorrow,” 
Acharya said in his address to the 
69th Republic Day celebrations at 
the Nagaland Secretariat Plaza, in 
Kohima on Jan. 26. 

Acharya made a sincere ap-
peal to the political parties and 
the people in general to main-
tain peace, dignity, and decorum 
during poll campaigns to ensure 
smooth and peaceful conduct of 
the elections.

Saying that the ECI had made 
elaborate  arrangements  for 
smooth elections, Acharya called 
for the active support and coop-
eration of all citizens in the state 
to ensure that the elections are 
conducted peacefully.

In expressing his delight that 
the Nagaland churches, and the 
Civil Society had come up with 
“clean election” campaigns, Ach-

arya advised all those engaged in 
election duty to discharge their 
duties with diligence and dedica-
tion, without fear or favour; ensure 
that all eligible voters exercise 
their right to vote. 

“Let us resolve to abjure all 
kinds of corruption and electoral 
malpractices and make the forth-
coming elections the cleanest 
elections,” he said.

Mentioning that the desire of 
the Naga people was a final settle-
ment to the Naga political issue, 
Governor Acharya noted that the 
20 years of negotiations with the 
NSCN (IM) and signing of the 
'framework agreement' in August 
2015 had given hope to the people 
of Nagaland that solution to the 
Naga issue 'is not far.' 

“The joining of the six NNPGs 
in peace talks further bolsters this 
hope. This, therefore, is considered 
to be the most opportune time for 
the Naga political groups to re-
solve the seven decades-old Naga 
political issue once and for all,” 
Acharya said. He lauded the ef-
forts of the tribe 'hohos' and apex 
bodies; the church, and the Civil 
Society for bringing the various 
Naga political factions together to 
a common platform.

On the day, the governor laud-
ed also Nagaland state for being a 
partner in the development and 
progress of the nation since its 
creation in 1963, and for 'making 
progress' in the march 'toward 
development' during the past 55 

years.
“Today, the overarching desire 

of the people of the state is for 
peace and development. We have a 
youthful population eagerly look-
ing for opportunities to grow and 
to prosper. The youth of Nagaland 
are the pride of the country. We 
must take our due part in the rap-
idly growing economy of our na-
tion and realize the aspirations of a 
developed and vibrant Nagaland,” 
Acharya asserted.

“Spirited Naga boys and girls 
are making the nation proud with 
their accomplishments in the 
field of music, fashion, craft and 
social work,” he said. He urged 
for introspection and think 'as to 
what more can be done to ensure 
that the youth realize their true 
potential.'

On connectivity, the governor 
expressed hope that road connec-
tivity—along with rail connectiv-
ity for Kohima—and improved 
air connectivity would transform 
the state.

“Infrastructure development 
and connectivity is critical for 
helping Nagaland catch up with 
mainland states in terms of eco-
nomic development. Connectivity 
within the state as also with other 
states of the North East will help 
create opportunities for entrepre-
neurs and businesses,” Acharya 
said.

Acharya stressed also on time-
ly completion of development 
projects with the reminder that 

creation of a 'congenial atmos-
phere' was a prerequisite.

The governor talked also about 
the potential Nagaland has in be-
coming an attractive tourist desti-
nation by offering a unique blend 
of heritage and culture to travellers 
in search of nature, music and 
culture. Along with eco-tourism, 
he said, there is also a great oppor-
tunity for adventure tourism.

“With an objective to provide a 
better quality of life for ourselves 
and future generations, we need 
to come together to address the 
challenges facing us and make the 
most of the opportunities avail-
able for us,” Acharya said.

“On a day such as this, when 
we celebrate the anniversary of 
coming into force of our constitu-
tion that laid the foundations of a 
democratic republic, let us rededi-
cate ourselves to the principles of 
democracy and let us strive to seek 
solutions to our problems through 
peaceful means,” he added.

The governor, upon his arrival, 
took salute and inspected the pa-
rade. The 24 parade contingents 
were led Vesupra Kezo, deputy com-
mandant of the 10th NAP (IR) as the 
commander; Yambemo Humtsoe, 
assistant commandant of the 4th 
NAP, the 2nd in-charge.

Cultural performances were 
given by cultural troupes from 
the Angami, Rengma, Lotha and 
Khiamniungan tribes. The Fire and 
Emergency Services staged a drill 
during the day's event. 

Federer into Australian Open final  
as Chung retires injured |  p12

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
The Dimapur police au-
thorities on Fri. issued 
a prohibitive order un-
der section 144 (A) of the 
CrPC prohibiting any 
person from carrying 
arms (firearms, machete 

/ daos, clubs, spears, ex-
plosives, catapults or any 
other articles designed or 
adopted as weapon for 
offence or defence).” 

A copy of an official 
statement from the Di-
mapur police commis-

sioner on Fri.  announced 
the imposition of said 
order following the an-
nouncement to conduct 
the assembly elections in 
Nagaland. This measure, 
it stated, was to “ensure 
no untoward incidents 

occur during the conduct 
of current election 2018.”

Also, the authorities 
have informed all “arms 
licence holders” to sur-
render their licensed 
weapon to the nearest 
police station on or be-

fore Feb. 10. “Failure to 
comply with this order 
shall invite prosecution of 
the licence holder under 
the Arms Act, 1959 and 
may lead to cancellation 
of their arms licence,” it 
warned.

Rome, Jan. 26 (IANS/AKI): The 
UN International Fund for Ag-
ricultural Development (IFAD) 
and the Indian government 
signed a $168 million pact to 
sustainably raise incomes and 
food security for tribal farming 
households in northeast India, 
IFAD reported.

The six-year project will 
help 201,500 rural highland 
farming households in tribal 
villages in 12 districts located 
in the uplands of Mizoram and 
Nagaland States, IFAD said.

The target population is 
smallholder farmers who de-

pend on rain-fed agriculture 
and a shifting cultivation sys-
tem known as 'jhum' for their 
livelihoods, IFAD stated.

"Once sustainable, the 
jhum-based upland farming 
system is breaking down due 
to low productivity, shortening 
and shifting cultivation cycles 
with less time to restore soil 
fertility and biodiversity, and 
an increasing demand for food 
by a growing population," said 
Meera Mishra, the IFAD coun-
try coordinator for India.

"Changing climate patterns 
are also having a negative ef-

fect," Mishra added.
The project will system-

atically align traditional jhum 
practices to the natural re-
generation cycle of forests 
while encourage jhum farming 
households to adopt alterna-
tive farming systems, such as 
sedentary farming, wet-terrace 
rice fields and improved live-
stock systems, said IFAD. 

The aim is to promote cli-
mate-resilient, remunerative 
and environmentally sustain-
able agricultural practices that 
reduce pressure on natural 
resources, according to IFAD.

The project includes a $75.5 
million loan and a $1 million 
grant from IFAD and will be co-
financed by the governments 
of Mizoram and Nagaland.

The agreement was inked 
by Gilbert F. Houngbo, Presi-
dent of IFAD, and Anurag Agar-
wal, Joint Secretary in the In-
dian Department of Economic 
Affairs, IFAD stated.

IFAD said it had financed 
29 rural development pro-
grammes and projects in India 
since 1979, investing $1.12 
billion to benefit almost 4.8 
million rural households.

Guwahati, Jan. 26 (IANS): Pro-
tests continued in Assam's 
Dima Hasao district as two of 
the nine persons injured in 
Thursday's police firing died 
on Friday. A mob also stopped 
a train, leaving thousands of 
people stranded.

The Silchar-Guwahati pas-
senger train was stopped at the 
New Haflong railway station. 

The agitating organisations 
called for a 48-hour bandh in 
Dima Hasao starting Friday 
after nine persons were injured 
on Thursday as a mob clashed 
with the police over an alleged 
Central government move to 
set up a satellite council for the 
Nagas in the district.

Hundreds of people also 
blocked the tracks at Mander-
disa railway station and New 
Haflong railway station, af-
fecting the movement of trains 
in the hill stretch which is the 
lifeline of the people of Barak 
Valley.

Assam Director General of 
Police Mukesh Sahay said the 
situation was under control.

"However, the curfew that 
had been imposed yesterday 
(Thursday) continues in Mai-
bong and other adjoining ar-
eas. Two of the persons, who 
were injured in police firing, 
lost their lives today," the DGP 
said.

Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer of Northeast Frontier Rail-
way Pranav Jyoti Sharma said 
the Railways was waiting for 

security clearance from the 
state government to bring back 
the stranded passengers from 
New Haflong.

"On Thursday, close to 
3,000 passengers were stranded 
in Maibong after the locals 
blocked the tracks. They were 
sent to their destinations late 
on Thursday," said Sharma.

Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal has ordered a probe 
into the Thursday incident by 
Additional Chief Secretary V.B. 
Pyarelal.

He has also asked Excise 
Minister Parimal Suklabaidya 
and Water Resources Minister 
Keshab Mahanta to visit the 
district on Saturday.

Dima Hasao has been wit-
nessing protests since the last 
few days after rumours spread 
that part of the hill district will 
have a satellite council for the 
Nagas under the peace talks be-
tween the Central government 
and the NSCN-IM.

The NSCN-IM has been 
demanding the unification of 
the "land of the Nagas" -- by 
slicing off Naga-inhabited areas 
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur to form a Greater 
Nagaland.

Several social organisations 
have in the recent past demon-
strated, saying that while they 
were not against Greater Naga-
land they are against inclusion 
of Dima Hasao in it and also 
the establishment of a satellite 
council in the district.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 26 (EMN): The apex com-
munity organisation of the Ao community the 
Ao Senden has invited all the tribe's intending 
candidates to the forthcoming Nagaland as-
sembly elections, besides the presidents of 
all the political parties in Mokokchung, to a 
meeting on Jan. 29 . 

Ao Senden officials told a press conference 
on Fri. that the ‘meeting has been proposed to 
discuss the issue of solution before election.’ 
It was informed that the meeting has been 
scheduled to begin at 11 am. No separate let-
ters or invitations would be sent to the candi-
dates in concern, it was informed.

Kohima, Jan. 26 (IANS):  
The ruling Naga People's 
Front (NPF) and the BJP 
have agreed to work out 
modalities for seat-sharing 
for the forthcoming Na-
galand assembly election, 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
said on Fri.

"We agreed to select the 
teams from the respective 
party to work out the mo-
dalities for seat sharing," he 
said after his meeting with 
Bharatiya Janata Party chief 
Amit Shah in New Delhi on 
Thursday evening.

"We agreed to continue 
the NPF-BJP alliance for 
growth and development," 
added Zeliang who is head-
ing the combined NPF-BJP 
government.

Describing the meeting 
with Shah as a healthy de-
liberation, the NPF leader 
said: "Our bond and rela-
tionship will grow stronger 
and better in the coming 
days. This will result in a 
progressive and much de-
veloped Nagaland state."

"...the alliance of NPF-
BJP, along with the other 

DAN partners, will sweep 
the upcoming polls," Ze-
liang said.

Rio joined the newly-
floated Nagaland Demo-
cratic People's Party.

"We will again form the 
next government, a very 
stable government, and the 
instability which rocked 
the 12th NLA will be a thing 
of the past. Development 
and progress of the state 
and solution to the Naga 
Political Issue (insurgency) 
will be our top priority," 
Zeliang said.

Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu.  

NpF kick-starts election campaign
Party's supremo Dr. Liezietsu not 

likely to contest 

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): Despite the re-
cent resolution of the Naga People's Front 
(NPF) endorsing the decision of the Na-

galand Legislative Assembly 'for solution' 
to the Indo-Naga political issue before the 
assembly elections, the party's president 
seems already busy with electioneering 
process.

On Fri., the declaration of candida-
tures and election campaign of Khriehu 
Liezietsu to contest from the Northern 
Angami-1 assembly constituency was held 
in Kohima, according to a printed schedule 
of the day's programme and photographs 
that were circulated in the social media. 

This also indicates that the senior 
Liezietsu will probably not contest the next 
elections as traditionally he had always 
contested from the constituency and rep-
resented it nine times.  

Khriehu Liezietsu is the son of the 
former chief minister, Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, also the current president of the 
NPF. The junior Liezietsu had to vacate his 
seat previously so that his father would 
continue as the state's chief minister. 

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of 
the Janata Dal (United) 
on Fri. issued a state-
ment reminding that a 
‘peace mission’ among 
Rev. Michael Scott, BP 
Chaliha, and Jayaprakash 
Narayan (the founder of 
Janata Dal), had in 1964 
submitted a recommen-

dation to the government 
of India that “the Naga 
underground could ‘on 
their own volition, de-
cide to be a participant 
in the Union of India and 
mutually settle the terms 
and conditions for that 
purpose.’” 

Citing this history, the 
JD (U) unit of Nagaland 

stated that there was no 
reason why it should not 
‘emulate and support the 
Naga peace process and 
follow the footsteps of our 
founding father.’ 

“However, when it 
comes to the issue of ab-
stention from the forth-
coming general election, 
there should be unanim-

ity amongst all political 
parties, both national and 
regional. Electioneering 
is a democratic process 
and it has to be dealt in a 
democratic way. 

“The JD (U) makes it 
clear that it shall not stand 
against the wishes and 
aspiration of the people 
of Nagaland for an hon-

ourable solution. In this 
regard, the JD (U) assures 
the people of Nagaland 
that it shall never be the 
first party to file nomina-
tion of its candidates but 
shall engage for rational 
dialogue with all other po-
litical parties for a unani-
mous and democratic 
approach,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Jan.  26 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
on Fri. issued a statement 
claiming that the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly's reso-
lution for a ‘solution before 
election’ on Dec. 15 2017 was 
responsible for the “present 
confusion.” 

According to the NPCC–
which has no representation 
in the legislative assembly 
currently –all tribe 'hohos,' 
Naga 'political' groups, and 
civil organisations have 
come to support the reso-

lution “excepting NPF and 
BJP.”

The NPCC statement 
read: “We must learn from 
ULB election. It was about 
33% women reservation 
and some other issues en-
gineered by NPF detractors. 
Today it is about 93 years old 
political movement which 
has taken tens of thousands 
of lives, health and wealth.

“The situation may turn 
out of control. In the after-
math of the ULB election, 
when public imposed cur-
few on the government, it 

could not move. 20 years of 
negotiation is enough. Peo-
ple are tired and fed up of 
paying 10 governments. Any 
agitation on the issue may 
rise to a magnitude that may 
be difficult to control. 

“I am sure NPF and BJP 
party are not taking things 
lightly. If there is confronta-
tion between public and the 
government unknown retal-
iations may lead to massacre 
of public. Considering the 
situation, the state govern-
ment must take up with the 
GOI.”



Construction workers in 
Wokha asked to register

Submission of NDPP ticket 
application to be closed on Jan. 31

Seminar on FDA activities 
conducted at Changtongya

2 State
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, January 27, 2018

Euro International School. School of Engineering and Technology.

Members of the Kohima Press Club (KPC) visited the Old Age Home in Kohima in Meriema on Republic Day. 
As part of the visit, the club donated gift and grocery items.

The president and members of the Dimapur Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI), and members of 
Sharon Home of Hope at Burma Camp in Dimapur on Republic Day. The team distributed food packets and 
sports equipment to the children. 

The Nagaland Contractors and Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) during the visit to the Naga Hospital in Kohima on 
the occasion of Republic Day.  As part of the philanthropic service, the team of NCSU officials and staff 
extended financial support to the patients in the hospital, a press release from the union informed.

Members of the Lions Club and Leo Club of Dimapur with children of Ebenezer Orphanage at Indisen village 
in Dimapur on Jan. 26. The team distributed food, stationery items, and toys to kids. 

Members of the Indian Red Cross Society, Mokokchung district branch, 
visited the District Hospital of Mokokchung, TB Hospital Mokokchung, 
and Woodland Nursing Home. The society distributed food items to 
patients, it was informed.

Members of the Rotary Club of Dimapur and St. Joseph Children Home, on Republic Day. The club members 
donated dry ration, stationeries, and food packets to the children. The club is also said to have awarded 
scholarships to two students. 

The Nagaland Voluntary women Association (NVWA) visited Jo Foundation Inclusive School at Agri colony 
in Kohima. The NVWA had an interaction with the children. Also the association donated INR 100000 
towards the school bus project. Individual gift were also given to the children.

The district branch of the Indian Red Cross Society at Dimapur visited 
Bethesda Youth Center, based in the city, and distributed food items, 
according to Republic Day updates.

The Spikes Club members visited the Bright Morning Star Children’s 
Home in Kohima as a part of the 69th Republic Day visiting programme. 
A health camp was also conducted and free check up and medicines 
were also given to the children.

The Gorkha Public Panchayat of Kohima (GPPK) and members of sister organisations seen here during a visit 
to the state Mental Health Institute at Aradhura in Kohima. The GPPK’s President Santu Thapa spoke briefly 
about the purpose of the visit. Also, the members distributed food items to members of the institute. 

St. Joseph College, Jakhama.

Institutions observe 69th Republic Day 

CorreCtion
“With the Model Code of  Conduct en-
forced for the forthcoming elections the 
chief  electoral officer of  Nagaland in-
formed that if  money worth more than 
INR 50, 000 was found in any vehicle 
carrying a candidate, a candidate’s agent  
or party worker , it would be seized.” The 
front-page of  our Jan.26 edition incorrectly 
stated INR 5000.

The Core Committee of  the Apex tribal 
Hohos had on Jan.25 issued a statement 
appealing all the political parties and 
intending candidates to abstain from the 
electioneering process. The statement was 
appended by Advisor Angami Public Or-
ganisation (APO) Dr. Vilhusa Seleyi and 
President Chakesang Public Organisation 
(CPO) Kekhwengulo Lea who are both 
convenor and co-convenor respectively 
of  the core committee. In the front page 
of  our Jan. 26 edition, it was incorrectly 
mentioned that the statement was issued 
by APO and CPO only.

Charity marks Republic Day 

Weather forecast in other Districts 

Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 14.8 8.2 8.6 76 NIL

ZBt - - - - -

Mon - - - - -

tuensanG 15 11.2 6.9 66 NIL

MKG 14.2 8.4 7 58 NIL

PheK 16.5 6 7.2 83 NIL

KiPhire 12.4 5.8 8.2 95 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 16.5 8.5 8 62 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 24 12 13.2 55 NIL

JaLuKie 23 15 12.7 100 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 24.6 16.4 15.9 88 2.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
Various institutions in Na-
galand celebrated 67th Re-
public Day on Jan. 26 with 
formal pageantry and sym-
bolism.
SJC: St. Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama observed the Re-
public Day at the College 
campus on Jan. 26. Fr. C 
Joseph Hoisted the national 
flag. A press release from 
the college authority on 
Thur. informed about the 
programme. 

Speaking during the oc-
casion, Fr. Joseph said, “It 
is time for all of  us to come 
together to preserve the 
traditional brotherhood, 
peace and harmony in our 
beloved country.”

It is a time for peace 
and bounden duty of  eve-
ryone to ensure that every 
Indian feels safe, grows 
and prospers in freedom, 
he added.

Fr. Joseph appealed to 
leaders across the politi-

cal spectrum to recognize 
that groups and individu-
als spreading poison and 
sowing hatred which are 
increasing and are being 
emboldened. 

Recalling the contribu-
tion of  freedom fighters, he 
said that they had sacrificed 
themselves to hand over to 
future generations a secular 
country ‘where the mind is 
without fear and the head is 
held high.’ 
SET: School of  Engineer-

ing and Technology, Naga-
land University celebrated 
the 69th Republic Day in 
the Academic Complex of  
SET, DC Court junction. 

Dean of SET Prof. S K 
Sharma hoisted the national 
flag.  In his speech Sharma 
opined ‘everyone must 
work towards eradicating 
the three main problems 
of  our society viz. poverty, 
unemployment and illit-
eracy.’ 
PVHSS: Pranab Vidyapith 

Hr. Sec. School of Dimapur 
celebrated the 69th Repub-
lic Day in the premises of  
the school. Updates from 
the school authority on 
Thur. informed.

The institution’s Princi-
pal Monoj Bhattacharjee, 
Vice-Principal AK Roy, and 
Swami Chinmayananda 
Maharaj Secretary hoisted 
the national flag and spoke 
to the gathering about the 
sanctity of  the occasion 
and the role played by the 

constitution’s makers with 
particular reference to Dr. 
BR Ambedker.
EIS: Euro International 
School of  Dimapur cel-
ebrated the 69th Repub-
lic Day. The national flag 
was hoisted in the school’s 
premises on Jan. 26, it was 
informed.

On the occasion, the 
school’s principal spoke 
about the diverse communi-
ties in the nation. He talked 
also about the relevance of  

the constitution and the pre-
amble, it was informed. 
JNV Chare: JNV Chare 
celebrated the 69th Re-
public Day at its school’s 
multi-purpose ground. The 
tri-colour was unfurled dur-
ing the event. The schools 
informed about the event 
on Thur.

Exhor t ing the s tu-
dents during the occasion, 
Principal Harish Kalita 
said, “Contribution to the 
progress and development 

of  our country is not or 
sacrificing our lives for the 
nation. We could contribute 
to only through fighting 
with enemies at our borders 
our nation by being fair and 
honest in character and our 
actions.” 

Urging the students to 
strive for academic excel-
lence, the principal said 
that their academic excel-
lence would be their con-
tribution to the society and 
the country.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): A 
group calling itself  the ‘Wokha 
District Construction Workers So-
ciety’ (WDCWS) has informed all 
construction workers—”local” and 
“non-local”—in Wokha district to 
register with the organisation for 
the year 2018. They are to do so at 
the office of the group, above Axis 

Bank in Wokha, during Feb. 1-6 
between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  They are 
asked to bring two passport-sized 
photographs, including a thumb-
sized photograph for ID card.  
Persons from the trade failing to do 
so will be ‘strictly dealt’ with and a 
fine of INR 50 will be imposed per 
day on them, the group informed.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): The Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has informed that the last date for submission of  the 
party’s ticket application shall be closed from Jan. 31 at 3 p.m.

 All aspiring candidates are asked to submit the form to the part 
head office for issue of  party ticket. This was notified by the party 
general secretaries Abu Metha and Obed Quinker on Thur.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
The Forest department, 
Mokokchung organised  a 
seminar on Forest Devel-
opment Agency (FDA) 
activities on Jan. 24 at For-
est colony, Changtongya in 
Mokokchung. A seminar 
was conducted for FDA 
functionaries and village 
council members. Updates 
from the department on 
Wed. informed.

DFO Mokokchung TN 
Jamir (IFS) spoke on FDA 
activities and its role and 
functionaries and village 
councils. 

Jamir explained the 
role of  JFMCs at the vil-
lage level on national af-

forestation programme and 
the purpose of  joint forest 
management i.e. the gov-
ernment and the villagers. 

JFMCs president, mem-
bers and representatives of  
village council members 
were encouraged to make 
the best possible use of  the 
opportunity given to them 
by the government to carry 
on plantation works.

The DFO also high-
lighted the upcoming JICA 
project (Japan International 
Cooperation Agency).

During the discussion 
hour, members present 
raised their queries and 
also shared their experi-
ences.
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The ICAR’s tableau depicting the Integrated Farming System, seen here at 
the Republic Day celebrations in Delhi on Jan. 26.

Governor PB Acharya visiting a DLSA stall in Kohima during events 
marking the 69th Republic Day celebrations on Jan. 26. 

(1) Advisor for Irrigation and Flood Control and SIRD Tovihoto Ayemi delivering the Republic Day message at Jalukie in Peren. (2) Advisor for Higher & Technical Education N Thomas Lotha taking the salute from the parade during the Republic Day celebration in Medziphema town. (3) Minister 
for Roads & Bridges and Political Affairs G Kaito Aye inspecting the parade in Wokha town. (4) Home Minister Kuzholuzo Nienu inspecting parade contingents at the Republic Day celebration in Mokokchung.

(5) Minister for Cooperation, Relief and Rehabilitation Imtilemba Sangtam taking the salute from parade contingents at the Republic Day celebration in Mon town. (6) Minister for Urban Development and Municipal Affairs SI Jamir delivering the Republic Day speech in Peren. (7) Minister 
for  Geology, Mining and Border Affairs P Longon inspecting parade contingents at the Republic Day celebration in Kiphire. (8) Rural Development Minister CL John inspecting parade contingents during the 69th Republic Day celebration in Zunheboto. (9) Minister for Health & Family Welfare, 
Election and Parliamentary Affairs Imkong L Imchen inspecting parade contigents at the 69th Republic Day celebration in Dimapur.

Cultural extravaganza marks Republic Day celebrations across state

State govt. employees 
honoured on R-Day

ICAR floats a tableau at Republic Day parade in Delhi

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): Peo-
ple across Nagaland have en-
thusiastically participated at the 
69th Republic Day celebration 
by exhibiting vibrant cultures 
through dances and songs. The 
day was also marked with vari-
ous events including reaching 
out to under-privileged sections 
of  the society with gifts and 
making them aware on the sig-
nificance of  the celebration.
Dimapur: In Dimapur, the 
69th Republic Day celebration 
was held at DDSC Stadium 
with the minister of  health and 
family welfare, elections & par-
liamentary affairs, Imkong L 
Imchen as the chief  guest. He 
unfurled the national flag and 
took salute from parade contin-
gents.

The chief  guest flagged 
off  the road safe motor cycle 
rally and inaugurated the ex-
hibition stall cum sale. Other 
highlights of  the day included 
cultural show by Reju sport-
ing and cultural club from 4th 
Mile Dimapur, Niu Colony, 
Sumi cultural troupe, Dimasa 
Kachari cultural club from 
Bamunpukhuri, Rengma cul-
tural troupe from Bor-Lingri vil-
lage, Tsondi Club, Trithrongse 
village Doyapur, Garo cultural 
troupe Eralibill. An exhibition 
football match was also played 
between Dobashis and GB Un-
ion.
Medziphema: Medziphema 
additional deputy commission-

er headquarters celebrated the 
69th Republic Day at Medz-
iphema local ground with advi-
sor of  higher and technical edu-
cation, N Thomas Lotha as the 
chief  guest. 

The chief  guest unfurled the 
national flag and took the rash-
triya salute from seven parade 
contingents. 

To commemorate the oc-
casion, an exhibition football 
penalty shootout for men and 
women team was organised 
on the occasion. The day-long 
celebration concluded with 
prize distribution. The best 
contingent in the march past 
was awarded to NCC cadets of  
SFS Higher Secondary School, 
Medziphema. Other highlights 
included Kuki cultural dance 
presentation by youth the from 
Molvom village. The occasion 
was also marked by presenta-
tion of  special number by a 
student from Excel School of  
Music, Medziphema, and pipe 
band display by 41 Assam Ri-
fles.
Wokha: In Wokha, the 69th 
Republic Day was celebrated at 
local ground with minister of  
road & bridges and political af-
fairs, G Kaito Aye, as the chief  
guest.

Besides inspecting the seven 
parade contingents, the chief  
guest inaugurated the stalls put 
up by various departments and 
NGOs.

Highlights of  the pro-

gramme included war dance by 
Lotsu Village cultural troupe, 
folk song by Akuk women cul-
tural troupe, indigenous games 
by Rena women cultural troupe 
and special song by Youth 
Ministry, Wokha Town Baptist 
Church.
Tuensang: In Tuensang, the 
69th Republic Day was cel-
ebrated at the parade ground 
with Y Vikheho Swu, minister 
of  national highways, as the 
chief  guest. The chief  guest 
inspected eleven parade contin-
gents led by Repjenyangba Ao, 
assistant commandant of  3rd 
NAP. 

The chief  guest gave away 
the district commendation 
awards to ten government of-
ficials for their outstanding du-
ties in their respective services. 
In the exhibition of  stall com-
petition organised by ATMA 
Tuensang, Lily SHG and Seri 
SHG were declared first and 
second winners respectively.  

The celebration was also 
marked with presentation of  
cultural items performed by 
Chang, Khiamniungan, Sang-
tam and Yimchunger cultural 
troupes. 
Mokokchung: The 69th Re-
public Day celebration in 
Mokokchung was observed at 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex 
with the state home minister 
Kuzholuzo Nienu as the chief  
guest. 

The chief  guest inspected 

the nine parade contingents and 
took the rashtriya salute. Spe-
cial presentation by Salukum 
Rogo from Ungma, Medem 
Ruju cultural club from Mong-
senyimti, Phomla Hoichem 
from Mokokchung town and 
44 Assam Rifles marked the 
celebration. The chief  guest 
also inaugurated the exhibi-
tion stalls after the formal pro-
gramme. 
Phek: In Phek district, the 69th 
Republic Day was celebrated 
with the power minister Kipili 
Sangtam as the chief  guest. The 
chief  guest after unfurling the 
national flag took rashtriya sa-
lute from the eight parade con-
tingents. 

Kusheyi Soho and Atolu 
and friends presented special 
songs, while Lalho group pre-
sented a folk song at the pro-
gramme. Staff  of  social welfare 
department and Phek chamber 
of  commerce distributed foods 
to the patients at civil hospital 
and the inmates of  district jail.
Longleng: Longleng district 
celebrated the 69th Republic 
Day at the local ground with 
the deputy commission, John 
Tsulise Sangtam, as the chief  
guest.

The chief  guest unfurled the 
national flag and took salute 
from eight parade contingents. 
Presentation of  patriotic song 
by students of  JNV Tangha, 
folk dance by Namching Hong 
students’ union, volleyball ex-

hibition match between the 
deputy commission and super-
intendent of  police team have 
marked the celebration.
Mon: Minister of  coopera-
tion, relief  & rehabilitation and 
chairman of  MARCOFED, 
Imtilemba Sangtam, unfurled 
the national flag and took the 
salute from seven contingents 
during the Republic Day cel-
ebration at local ground held at 
Mon town. He also inspected 
and took the rashtriya salute 
from eight parade contingents.

Santham Walo Cultural 
Society, Mon, has performed 
cultural item while a folksong 
“Kenkah” was presented by 
the Eastory Project. The chief  
guest also inaugurated the de-
partmental stalls.

Charitable organisations 
have also visited the patients 
at District Hospital Mon, and 
inmates of  Sub-Jail Mon and 
Orphanage.  
Peren: Peren celebrated the 
69th Republic Day with SI 
Jamir, minister of  urban devel-
opment and municipal affairs, 
as the chief  guest. He unfurled 
the national flag and took the 
rashtriya salute from the parade 
contingents. 

In the entertainment pro-
gramme, the Kejanglwa village 
cultural troupe presented a fes-
tival dance, while the students 
of  JNV Jalukie showcased a 
patriotic dance.
Kiphire: Kiphire celebrated 

the 69th Republic Day at pub-
lic ground with P Longon, 
minister of  geology & mining 
and border affairs, as the chief  
guest. The celebration began by 
hoisting of  national flag in all 
government offices and private 
institutions at 6 a.m.

The chief  guest also took 
the salute from 10 parade con-
tingent and inaugurated the 
exhibition stall set up by Na-
galand State Rural Livelihood 
Mission, ATMA, Department 
of  Land Resources, Horticul-
ture Department, District Legal 
Service Authority Kipihre. It 
was followed with presentation 
of  folk dances by Kiphire vil-
lage town union, Tikhir tribal 
union Kiphire town. The other 
highlights of  the programme 
included an exhibition football 
match between DC XI v/s SP 
XI. 
Zunheboto: Zunheboto cele-
brated the 69th Republic Day at 
local ground, Zunheboto town, 
with the minister of  rural devel-
opment, CL John as the chief  
guest.

The chief  guest unfurled the 
national flag and took rashtriya 
salute from 12 parade contin-
gents. He also inaugurated vari-
ous stalls put up by various de-
partments and self  help groups. 
As part of  the celebration, IRCS 
visited Civil Hospital while 
STH Zunheboto visited district 
jail. An exhibition match was 
also played between 5 Assam 

Rifles and Home Guards.
Noklak: Noklak celebrated the 
69th Republic Day at public 
ground, Noklak town, with the 
additional deputy commission-
er Thsuvisie Phoji as the chief  
guest. The chief  guest unfurled 
the national flag and took salute 
from nine parade contingents. 

Cultural dance was present-
ed by Nokhu village guard. On 
the occasion, Indian Red Cross 
Society Noklak Branch and 45 
Assam Rifles visited CHC Hos-
pital Noklak and distributed 
food items to the patients. 
Jalukie: Jalukie ADC head-
quarters celebrated the 69th 
Republic Day at Government 
Higher Secondary School 
Ground, Jalukie, with the ad-
visor of  irrigation and flood 
control and SIRD, Tovihoto 
Ayemi, as the chief  guest.

The chief  unfurled the na-
tional flag and took rashtriya 
salute from the parade contin-
gents. 

On the occasion students 
of  JNV sang the national an-
them, while a special song was 
also presented by Pautingaule. 
Presentation of  cultural dance 
by Mhainamtsi village cul-
tural troupe, students of  JNV 
Jalukie, students of  College of  
Veterinary Sciences and Ani-
mal Husbandry, Jalukie, and 
Taekwando exhibition by Taek-
wando Association, Peren, 
were other highlights of  the 
programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): The Nagaland   
government has announced  various catego-
ries of  awards as part of  the Republic Day cel-
ebrations at Kohima on Jan. 26.

The superintendent of  Kohima police  
Joseph Hesso has been announced the recipi-
ent of  the President’s Police Medal. 

The recipients of  union home minister’s 
medal for the year 2014-2015 are Imtiakum 
Pongen, deputy superintendent of  police, 
Police Training School, Chumukedima; and 
Yanpvuo Tsopoe, havildar of  Police Training 
School, Chumukedima.

The recipients of  Governor’s Gold 
Medal Award included Er. SK Dhar, junior 
engineer PWD (H) attached to Nagaland 
House, New Delhi; Y Kihovi Chishi, elec-
trician, EE Electrical Division, Zunheboto; 
R Tochumong Chang, deputy commandant 
of  11 NAP (IR) Bn; R Dibambo Zeliang, 
assistant commandant of  9 NAP (IR) Bn; 
Vikehieto Kenna-o, inspector and OC of  
Kiphire Police Station; TL Kiusumong 
Tikhir, ADC Kohima; Bhandari Town Eloe 
Hoho’ and Rangkhamong Sangtam, VDB 
secretary of  Longkhitpeh village, Chare, 
Tuensang. 

The recipients of  Governor’s Commen-
dation Certificate Award are Er. Tesinho 
Semy, mining engineer and project director 
(minor minerals), Directorate of  Geology 
& Mining, Dimapur; Abemo Ezung, LDA, 
deputy commissioner office, Wokha; Lanu-
chuba Longchar, assistant commandant of  
15 NAP (IR) Bn; Solezhol Neikha, deputy 
superintendent of  jails, Phek; Neikhotuonuo, 
deputy director of  State Agri Expo, 4th Mile, 
Dimapur; T Supongmar Longchar, Sub-
ject Matter Specialist, SARS, Yisemvong, 
Mokokchung; Aketo Shohe, assistant elec-
tion officer, Mon; Langsa Hill Welfare So-
ciety (NGO) from Lampong Sheanghah vil-
lage, Mon; Jungshi Sempo Jamir, inspector 
(MIS), Directorate of  Food &Civil Supplies, 
Dimapur; Asabo Newmai, ASI, Police Com-
missionerate, Dimapur; N Choren Phom, 
L/Naik, DEF, Longleng; Achile Thong, sen-
ior lecturer, SCERT, Kohima; Lithsithrong 
Sangtam, night chowkidar, office of  the gen-
eral manager, DIC, Kiphire; Revivolu Kezo, 
supervisor, CDPO Office, Kohima (T); and 
Lhoutsuvi Paphino, chairman, VHC, sub-
centre, Pfuchuma village, Kohima.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
Indian Council of  Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) had 
participated in the Republic 
Day parade by showcasing 
Integrated Farming System 
(IFS) with a slogan ‘Mishrit 
kheti, Khushiyon ki kheti’ 
(Mixed farming-a happy 
farming). 

The tableau of  ICAR 
at the Republic Day parade 
-2018 in New Delhi on Janu-
ary 26 exhibited integrated 
farming system which was a 
judicious mix of  two or more 
agri-enterprise system for 
minimum resource competi-
tion and maximum comple-
mentary to each other so as 
to support eco-friendly pro-

duction, enhance employ-
ment, income and enrich 
family nutrition.

The crop and livestock 
based farming system is 
popular in the country as it is 
being practiced by 86 percent 
of  farmers. Integrated farm-
ing system model comprises 
cropping systems, orchards, 
dairy, poultry, piggery, and 
aquaculture, which are se-
lected on the basis of  regions, 
land holdings, availability of  
labour, and available capital 
for investment. The system 
is an ideal means for small 
and marginal farmers for 
enhancing; agriculture for 
quality food, nutrition and 
climate resilient farming sys-

tem besides doubling of  farm 
income.

In the front part of  the 
tableau, it showed scientists 
developing technologies 
based on farmers’ needs to 
ensure higher income and 
to support climate-friendly 
agriculture. The system ad-
vocates organic based crop-
ping system, which is highly 
appropriate for eastern India. 
In the central part, the hap-
piness of  farmers has been 
shown. Finally, the farmers’ 
hard work throughout the 
year bears fruit in which the 
farmers were seen express-
ing happiness through songs 
and dance at the community 
level. 

Dr. Abhijit Mitra, direc-
tor of  ICAR-NRC on Mith-
un, stated that exhibiting mit-
hun in the tableau vindicated 
the importance of  mithun 
husbandry for the doubling 
the income of  the tribal farm-
ers of  the region. Mithun is 
the only livestock species 
in India which has the dis-
tinction of  a state animal of  
two states namely Nagaland 
and Arunachal Pradesh, he 
stated. He added that mithun 
is primarily reared as a meat 
animal but it has a potential 
as a source of  milk, hides and 
animal-power, adding mit-
hun also helps in improving 
the forest health and known 
as a ‘nature’s gardener’.  
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Youths break from the starting line during the ‘mini marathon’ organised by the MBTA in Mokokchung on Jan. 26. 
EM Images

Health goals run into a mini marathon in Mkg. DLSAs render legal services on R-Day

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 26 
(EMN): With the noble initia-
tive to encourage, inspire and 
motivate people from all walks 
of  life to stay fit, active and 
bring unity through running, 
a mini marathon was organ-
ised by the members of  ‘Run 
Mokokchung,’ under MTBA 
Mission board on the theme,” 
Onward together.”

The event was flagged off  
by Bendangwati, associate 
pastor of  MTBA, where 66 
participants of  all ages partici-
pated in the event. Cash priz-
es with certificate were also 
awarded to the winners and 
also to top 10 finishers

In the men category, Long-
shithung Yimyu secured the 
first position, while Nung-
sangyanger Yimyu came in the 

second position and Lanumoa 
Alempang in the third posi-
tion.

In the women category, 
Sungtiyala of  Dilong ward 
was declared winner, while 
Chemtila R Sangtam of  Li-
jaba Lijen ward and Kilem-
sungla of  Tongdentsuyong 
ward were declared winners 
in the second and third posi-
tions respectively.

Kohima, Jan. 26 (EMN): 
Eleven District Legal 
Services Authority (DL-
SAs) across Nagaland had 
rendered legal services on 
Republic Day by setting 
up stalls, distributing legal 
literatures in English and 
local dialects, legal coun-
selling and visited district 
jails on January 26.

The literatures in Eng-
lish and local dialects of  
the respective districts 
were explained and dis-
tributed by the district 
chairman, secretary, panel 
lawyers and para-legal vol-
unteers to the VIPs and 
various sections of  people. 

The literatures were on 
various rights and provi-
sions such as food secu-
rity act 2012, protection of  
women from domestic vi-
olence, cyber crime, loka-
dalat, legal aid and legal 
services etc. 

During the visit to dis-

A total of  23 tableaux in-
cluding fourteen states and 
union territories and nine 

central ministries had par-
ticipated in the Republic Day 
parade this year. 

trict jail, the Phek DLSA 
members had an interac-
tion with the UTPs and 
the convicts. The members 
also apprised them of  their 
legal rights and legal assist-
ance available for the poor. 

Legal leaflets translated 
in Tenyidie were also dis-
tributed. It was noted that 
altogether there were 13 
jail inmates under which 9 
UTPs and 4 convicts in the 
district jail.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 26 (EMN): Ma-
nipur’s Forest authorities are 
planning to send a proposal to 
the Centre seeking the establish-
ment of a forest protection force 
(FPF) to combat illegal smug-
gling of forest and wildlife prod-
ucts in the volatile border state.

Disclosing this to the me-
dia here on Fri., Manipur For-
est and Environment Minister 
Thounaojam Shyamkumar 
said that the matter will be dis-

cussed in consultation with the 
state’s Chief Minister N Biren.

Shyamkumar hoped that 
the establishment of a FPF in 
the state would enable the de-
partment to curb illegal trans-
portation of  timber, besides 
other forest products.

Urging the public to help 
in combating the scourge, 
he said that the department 
was taking help from security 
forces including the army and 
the paramilitary in the state to 

help the forest department in 
stopping smuggling of forest 
and wildlife products. 

The minister lauded the 
26 Assam Rifles stationed at 
Thoubal for seizing 16 trucks 
loaded with timbers on Jan. 
24. He said that the depart-
ment had written a letter on 
May 18 2017 to all the security 
forces including the army and 
the paramilitary in the state to 
help the department. The se-
curity forces were requested to 

detain trucks carrying timbers 
without transit pass or water-
marks, which are machine 
numbered by the department.

The minister felt that most 
of the forest products are being 
‘smuggled during the night 
time without the permission 
of  the Forest department / 
joint forest management com-
mittee taking advantage of  
the hilly terrain with porous 
border in the interior areas of  
the state.’   

Shillong, Jan. 26 (PTI): Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi is scheduled to arrive 
here on January 30 for a two-day meeting 
with the party workers and supporters of  
the poll-bound state, sources in the state 
unit of the party said today.

Meghalaya is set to go to polls on Feb-
ruary 27 and the results will be announced 
on March 3. The tenure of  the current 
60-member assembly ends on March 6.

“Our party president (Rahul Gandhi) 
will arrive here on January 30 and address 
leaders and workers in Jaintia Hills, Garo 

Hills and the state capital,” Shillong MP 
Vincent Pala, who is also the working 
president of  Meghalaya Pradesh Con-
gress Committee, told PTI.

He said the AICC president will not 
address any public rally during this visit.

The party is finalising the two-day 
schedule the Gandhi’s visit to state, Pala 
said, adding that all leaders and support-
ers have been invited by the party presi-
dent for the meeting.

The Congress had faced a major 
setback earlier this month when five of its 

MLAs resigned from the assembly and 
joined the NPP and two other legislators 
moved to the BJP and the newly formed 
People’s Democratic Front.

The BJP, on the other hand, has said 
that it is in the process of finalising the 
visit of its star campaigners which include 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Modi had visited the state last month 
and addressed a gathering at Polo 
Grounds here. The rally was attended by 
thousands of people, including the BJP 
workers.

New Delhi, Jan. 26 (PTI): Con-
cerned over delays in land acquisi-
tion for highway projects in the 
North East, the Centre has sought 
the intervention of  officials in the 
region for expediting the process, a 
top official has said.

In Mizoram alone, the official 
said, projects worth Rs 6,000 crore 
are facing land acquisition hurdles 
and the state government has been 
requested to expedite the acquisition.

These projects that are JICA 
funded are being undertaken in eight 
packages, a top NHIDCL official 
told PTI.

The government is planning to 
undertake highway projects worth 
about Rs 1.45 lakh crore, spread over 
2-3 years, to upgrade the infrastruc-
ture in the region.

A total of 197 road development 
projects are being implemented 
under various programmes and 
schemes of the road transport and 

highways ministry in the north east-
ern states.

“There have been delays in land 
acquisition for highway projects in 
north eastern states including the 
Imphal-Moreh highway section in 
Manipur and a 350 km JICA funded 
project in Mizoram. We have sought 
state government’s intervention 
expediting land acquisition,” the 
official said.

The National Highways and 
Infrastructure Development Corpo-
ration Ltd (NHIDCL), an arm of the 
road transport and highways minis-
try, is executing highway projects in 
the North East.

The Cabinet in July last year had 
cleared the Rs 1,630 crore project for 
widening and upgradation of 65 km 
Imphal- Moreh stretch in Manipur, 
which is part of the Asian Highway 
project, providing road connectivity 
to eastern nations like Thailand.

The government has taken up 

many road improvement projects un-
der Special Accelerated Road Devel-
opment Programme for North-East 
for better connectivity in the region.

This is in addition to the NHID-
CL so as to augment the capacity of  
the agencies involved in development 
and maintenance of highways in the 
region.

Last year, Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari 
had said, “The government is plan-
ning to invest about Rs 1.45 lakh 
crore in the North East for develop-
ment of National Highways.” 

It plans to invest about Rs 48,000 
crore in Assam, Rs 22,000 crore in 
Manipur and Rs 20,000 crore in 
Nagaland for building roads.

Projects worth Rs 17,000 crore 
are planned in Sikkim, Rs 12,000 
crore in Mizoram, Rs 10,000 crore 
in Arunachal Pradesh and Rs 8,000 
crore each in Meghalaya and Tripu-
ra, he had said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan.26 (EMN): The Karbi Anglong 
district administration celebrated the 69th 
Republic Day with a programme at the 
Diphu govt. boys’ higher secondary ground 
on Fri. Jan.26.

The celebration began with patriotic 
songs. The Chief Executive Member (CEM) 
of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), Tuliram Ronghang, and other 
dignitaries paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi 
and Swahid Tarpan at the Gandhi Park.

Parade commander  Jaydeep Daudung  
Langthasa led  the parade.  Addressing at 
the ceremony, Ronghang said that on the 
day the country became a federal democratic  
republic country, abolishing the British Raj. 
‘The constitution has a special significance 
for us. The sixth Schedule of the Indian con-
stitution was provided for the hill territories 
of Assam , Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao 
giving us a power of self-government,’ Rong-
hang  said. The government of  India had 
inserted article 244 (A) into the constitution 
of India giving provisions for the creation of  
an autonomous state for  Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasao.

“We the representatives of the KAAC 
are full committed for the early implementa-
tion of Article 244(A) and we shall continue 
to work relentlessly towards achieving it,” 
Ronghang  said.

The administrator also emphasized on 
development of Karbi Anglong. The spoke 

about new roads, besides some of  those 
that are being widened in Karbi Anglong.  
Tourism, he said, has the potential  to solve 
unemployment problems. He referred to the 
development of  tourism infrastructure in 
Karbi Anglong. 

Likewise, he said that sport facilities were 
being developed particularly in Diphu and 
Dongkamukam. Soon there will be sport 
facilities in all 28 MAC constituencies of the 
KAAC, it was informed.  

Ronghang also urged insurgent groups 
to join the mainstream society referring par-
ticularly to the PDCK and others. He urged 
them to reject violence and follow the path 
of peace and democracy.  

During the celebration the authori-
ties gave away prizes to best-performing 
contingents of  the programme. The event 
also saw the felicitation of the three oldest 
citizens in the district: Baneswari Hasnu (105 
years), Kajir Rongpipi (110 years) and Ating 
Khobung (105 years).

Various cultural troupes from the Karbi, 
Rengma Naga, Adivasi, Hmar ,Boro, Tiwa 
and Bhangra groups danced during the oc-
casion. 

In the evening a friendly cricket match 
was also played between District Adminis-
tration XI and Journalist-XI . Journalists-XI 
won the match by 52 runs placing the target 
of  91. Karbi Anglong’s Deputy Commis-
sioner  Adil Khan gave away the winner’s 
trophy to Journalists-XI.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 26 (EMN): It was one of  
the biggest in the history of Republic 
Day celebrations in Manipur. Chief  
Minister Nongthombam Biren Singh 
hoisted perhaps one of the largest tri-
colour s ever hoisted in the Northeast. 
The state celebrated the 69th edition of  
the Republic Day on Fri. 

The monumental national flag 
measured 30 ft by 20 ft. It was arranged 
by the Airports Authority of  India 
(AAI), Imphal airport. The flag was 
hoisted on a 100-ft mast at the Imphal 
International Airport premises on Fri. 
The mast has operational lights on the 
top. The flag will be illuminated with 
flood lights so that it is visible at night, 
according to official sources.

Speaking during the occasion, 
Chief Minister Biren announced that 
a flag of similar size and height would 
also be installed at the Civil Secretariat 
in Mantripukhri in Imphal after its 
inauguration.

According to the chief  minister, 
Republic Day being celebrated in all 
the districts of  the state as in other 
parts of the country, was a testimony 
to a ‘strong and united India.’ “We 
need to live together and help each 
other in order to sustain this unity and 
strength,” he said. 

At the AAI’s Imphal airport and 
Airport Security Group, the Imphal 
airport unit of the Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF) jointly organised 
the day’s function.                                                 

Agartala, Jan. 26 (PTI): 
Tripura Governor Tathagata 

Roy today congratulated 
the people here for main-

taining ‘its long tradition’ 
of peace and harmony and 

said the state should uphold 
democratic values under all 
circumstances.

Addressing the 69th Re-
public Day function at the 
Assam Rifles ground here 
after unfurling the tricolour, 
Roy thanked the police, par-
amilitary forces and army 
of the country for protecting 
the border areas.

“The main characteris-
tic of our country is peace, 
harmony and development. 
Without the development 
of northeastern region, the 
development of the country 
is not possible. We must pay 
attention to this and uphold 
the values of  democracy,” 
he said.

The relation between 

the present government and 
Bangladesh is very cordial 
and the neighbouring coun-
try is helping India check 
infiltration and smuggling, 
he said. Tripura shares 
856-km-long border with 
Bangladesh.

Exhorting people to re-
member the freedom fighters 
of our country, Roy said their 
contributions should not be 
belittled by religious or caste-
related violence.“There is 
no place for violence and 
intolerance in our Constitu-
tion. Our Constitution also 
does favour any particular 
religion or community. Let 
us pay our respects to the 
great freedom fighters of the 
country,” he added.

Aizawl, Jan. 26 (PTI): Mizoram Governor 
Lt Gen (Retd) Nirbhay Sharma today con-
gratulated the people of  the state, NGOs, 
religious institutions and media for being 
committed to protect peace and harmony.

Addressing the 69th Republic Day func-
tion at the Assam Rifles ground here after 
unfurling the tricolour, Sharma said that the 
collective efforts of law enforcing agencies 
and the commitment of  the civil societies 
and voluntary organisations made it possible 
for Mizoram to maintain its status as one of  
the most peaceful states of the country.

He said that the state government’s flag-
ship programme

- the New Land Use Policy (NLUP) has 
already ushered in significant growth and 
changes in the socio-economic scenario of  
the state over the past five years.

“The NLUP has been successfully im-
plemented since its inception on January 14, 
2011 and will be completed within March 
2018,” he said.

He said that the New Economic De-

velopment Programme (NEDP) was now 
under vigorous implementation with the 
allocation of Rs 750 crore during the cur-
rent fiscal.

Emphasis was given on entrepreneurship 
development schemes under which business 
plan competition was organised in partner-
ship with the Indian Institute of  Manage-
ment (IIM), Kolkata Innovation Park to 
promote entrepreneurship, he said.

The 60-megawatt Tuirial Hydro Electric 
Project was completed and was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on December 16, 2017, he said, adding that 
the state government had signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
North Eastern Electric Power Corporation 
(NEEPCO) for execution of 210-megawatt 
Tuivai Hydro Electric Project.

He also made special mention that two-
wheeler taxi permit has been introduced 
within Aizawl city with a view to provide 
quick and convenient system of  public 
transport. 

Guwahati, Jan. 26 (IANS): Assam on Fri-
day celebrated the 69th Republic Day despite 
two low intensity blasts and a boycott call by 
ULFA’s anti-talk faction.

However, no report of  any injury or 
damage was reported. The first bomb ex-
ploded in Jagun while another blast took 
place in Ledo town in Tinsukia district along 
the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border.

The Ulfa on Thursday called for a boy-
cott of the Republic Day function. 

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi un-
furled the tricolour at the Veterinary College 
ground at Khanapara. An IAF helicopter 
showered the flower petals as the tricolour 
was unfurled.

Assam Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal was also present on the occasion.

Other ministers and public representa-
tives of Assam also took part in the Republic 
Day Celebrations at different districts and 
subdivisions of the state.

Itanagar, Jan. 26 (IANS): Aru-
nachal Pradesh Governor B.D. 
Mishra on Friday said the biggest 
roadblock in the state’s develop-
ment was the challenge of  con-
nectivity.

“Robust connectivity is an 
inescapable need for the people of  
our state to have the opportunity 
to reach out to national and inter-
national markets,” he said in his 
first Republic Day address to the 
people of the state. “For decades 
there has been no progress on air 
connectivity,” he said.

Exuding confidence that this 
year Arunachal will see the op-
erationalisation of the Advanced 
Landing Ground at Pasighat for 
civilian flights, Bakshi said the 
government was determined to 
ensure an early commissioning of  
civilian airport at Hollongi.

“The development of  Tezu 
Airport is complete in all respects 
and soon it will become functional 
for commercial flights,” he said.

Moreover, he said the govern-
ment has also given priority atten-
tion to expand helicopter services 
across the state.

“Regular, reliable, adequate 
and affordable helicopter services 
will soon be in place across the 
state to help create new economic 
opportunities.”

Noting that the key perform-
ance indicators in education and 
health sectors need improvement 
and connectivity to remote loca-
tions within the state needs to be 
hastened, Bakshi said the govern-
ment was committed to overcome 
all these challenges.

He added that the government 
had resolved to ensure all round 

development of  the state in a 
speedy manner.

Informing that the Central 
government has promised Rs 
50,000 crore for improving road 
connectivity in Arunachal, Bakshi 
said: “Last year we saw significant 
progress in the implementation of  
the Trans Arunachal Highway. 

“In areas where the road con-
struction is slow, I would urge 
support from local communi-
ties in extending cooperation 
and placing community interest 
over personal interest because 
ultimately absence of roads hurts 
the poor the most.”  He said the 
state government had submitted a 
composite development proposal 
to the Central government for 
improving rural connectivity and 
development of  socio economic 
infrastructure in border areas.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): The Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) celebrated the 69th 
Republic Day on Jan. 26.  A press release 
issued by the public relations officer of the 
NFR at Maligaon on Fri. stated that the 
programme was conducted at the Maligaon 
Railway stadium.

The general manager of the NFR Cha-
hatey Ram unfurled the national flag. He is 
said to have inspected a march past by RPF 
contingents, Territorial Army contingents, 
civil defence; school children and Bharat 
Scouts and Guides. 

An impressive cultural programme de-
picting the idea of India’s unity in diversity 
is also said to have taken place during the 
celebration. 

In his speech Ram emphasised on the 
need to be in harmony with the vision of  
the prime minister and Railway minister to 
make the Indian railways a ‘growth engine’ 
for the nation. He said that the safety of  
railway passengers was of utmost concern; a 
paramount duty that should not experience 
any laxity or compromise as far as safety is 
concerned. 

Also, the general manager called keep-
ing trains and premises clean and hygi-
enic a big challenge for the Indian Railways. 
“Swachh Rail Swachh Bharat” mission has 
imbibed cleanliness and environmental con-
servation consciousness, the updates added. 

Also, the general manager informed that 
water-vending machines have been installed 
at 10 stations while 24 brands of packaged 
drinking water have been shortlisted to be 
sold in railway stations, besides free WiFi 
services at 14 stations. 

In view of the ever-increasing demand 
of passengers for new train services, seven 
new passenger-carrying trains including 
prestigious services such as the Shatabdi 
Express is said to have been introduced in 
the current year; 12 conventional rakes were 
replaced with DEMU rakes. 

During the current year, 450 children are 
said to have been rescued from the clutches 
of traffickers while contraband worth INR 
1.6 crore is said to been recovered by the 
RPF. 

The Republic Day event was celebrated 
in all the five divisions of the NFR.

Shillong, Jan. 26 (PTI): Meg-
halaya Governor Ganga Prasad 
today said the state has evolved as 
one of the most preferred tourists 
destinations in the North East.

The governor unfurled the tri-
colour and took the salute at the 
Republic Day function at the Polo 
ground here.

“Meghalaya has been able 
to evolve as one of the most pre-
ferred destinations in the North 
East of the country.

Tourism is a pollution free 
industry, an eco-friendly industry 
capable of generating substantial 
employment opportunities to the 
people of the state,” Ganga said.

“Adventure tourism activi-
ties are being encouraged and a 
number of adventure destinations 
providing activities like zip lining, 
scuba diving, trekking, mountain 
biking, river rafting and camping,” 

he said.
The governor said, “The state 

government is augmenting the 
tourist accommodation facilities 
and also building up the brand of  
the state through focused publicity 
in electronic and print Media.” 

He said these efforts will man-
age in providing ecologically 
sustainable tourism with liveli-
hood opportunities for the local 
communities.

He said the state is committed 
is achieve the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and several steps 
under the Mission modes have 
been taken to ensure that these 
goals are achieved.

As the state prepares to host 
the national games 2022, the 
governor said an Indoor Stadium 
each will be constructed at Am-
pati in South West Garo Hills 
District and Pomlakarai in East 

Khasi Hills District.
Prasad also said the state re-

ceived sanction of Rs 810.42 crore 
for construction of 290 roads with 
a total length of 1112.839 kilome-
tre and 36 long span bridges aimed 
at connecting 297 villages.

Of these 61 roads have been 
completed covering a length of  
520.185 km and 75 villages have 
been connected, he said.

On the situation along the 
Indo-Bangladesh border, Prasad 
said that the situation has re-
mained peaceful due to improved 
relations with that country.

He said, “The state is com-
mitted to complete the remain-
ing fencing on the international 
border at a fast pace to effectively 
contain influx of  Bangladeshi 
nationals and trans-border move-
ment and activities of  militants 
and anti-social elements.” 

PTI
School children perform during the 69th Republic Day celebrations in Agartala on Friday. 

Manipur proposes forest task force to combat smuggling 

Rahul Gandhi set to visit poll-bound Meghalaya 

Road projects: Centre urges NE 
states to push land acquisition 

Karbi Anglong marks R-Day with 
call to insurgents to shun violence 

Manipur flies high with giant tricolour 

Tripura should uphold democratic values at all times—Gov.
‘Mizoram one of the most 
peaceful states of the country’

Assam celebrates R-Day 
despite ULFA boycott call

Connectivity a hurdle to Arunachal’s development — Bakshi

NFR celebrates 
69th Republic Day 

‘Meghalaya one of most preferred 
tourist destinations in Northeast’

Republic Day celebration across NE region
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AirAsia India flew 4.4 
mn passengers in 2017

Small finance and payments banks 
to offer Atal Pension Yojana 

Samsung to ‘lead 
consumer-centred AI world’

Chinese smartphone shipments 
fell 4% in 2017 — Canalys

ADB eyes more 
cooperation with AIIB

Sons.
During the Q4 of  the 

2017 calendar year from 
October to December, the 
low-cost airline had carried 
1.42 million passengers, 
an increase of  79 per cent 
compared to the same pe-
riod in 2016, the company 
said.

“AirAsia India ended 
the Q4 with a fleet size 
of  14 aircraft after add-
ing one aircraft during the 
quarter and six during the 
full year,” the statement 
added.

During the quarter, the 
airline had increased the 
frequency of its flights from 
Bengaluru to Hyderabad, 
and started operating on 
three new routes to Ranchi 
from Bengaluru, Bhu-
baneswar and Hyderabad.

New Delhi, Jan 26 (IANS): The 
Central government on Friday said 
“Payments Banks and Small Finance 
Banks” will offer social security 
scheme Atal Pension Yojana (APY) 
to their subscribers.

“To strengthen the existing chan-
nels of  APY distribution, it is felt that 
these new Payments Banks and Small 
Finance Banks will provide a boost 

to the outreach of  subscribers under 
APY,” the Ministry of  Finance said 
in a statement.

According to the Ministry, cur-
rently there are 11 Payments Banks 
and 10 Small Finance Banks that 
have received license from the Re-
serve Bank of  India (RBI) to start 
their operations.

“In order to familiarise these 

Small Finance Banks and Payment 
Banks in APY, the Pension Fund 
Regulatory and Development Au-
thority (PFRDA) has conducted an 
Orientation Meeting on January 15, 
2018 in New Delhi for all the Small 
Finance Banks and Payment Banks 
and discussed the implementation 
of  Scheme in these banks,” the state-
ment said.

Seoul, Jan. 26 (IANS) : Based on almost half-a-billion 
connected devices it sells every year, Samsung Electronics 
will lead the consumer-centred Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
world, a top company official has said.

“Samsung will begin an exciting journey open to 
boundless possibilities in new user experiences by inte-
grating AI into the open IoT ecosystem it is currently 
developing,” Larry Heck, Head of  Artificial Intelligence, 
Samsung Research America said on Friday.

Citing examples of  various Samsung products 
showcased at the Consumer Electronics Show earlier in 
January, the expert said the South Korean tech giant is 
highlighting its latest innovations in its vision to drive IoT 
supported by AI, Yonhap News Agency reported.

“Moving forward, Samsung will continue to remain 
focused on holistically integrating AI into a connected 
setting, such as the home or the office, in contrast to other 
players primarily pursuing implementation of  AI on a few 
devices and services,” he said.

Heck said the company’s perspective on AI is to build 
an ecosystem that is user-centric rather than device-cen-
tric, as many IoT devices with AI support will generate a 
vast array of  usage patterns and scenarios in the future.

Beijing, Jan. 26 (IANS): 
China, the world’s largest 
shipper of  smartphones 
suffered its first-ever decline 
in 2017 as device shipments 
fell four per cent Year-on-
Year (YoY) to reach 459 
million units.

“This drop was partly 
due to China having one 
of  its worst year-on-year 
performances in the fourth 
quarter of  2017. Shipments 
went down 14 per cent 
to just under 113 million 
units,” Singapore-based 
market research firm Cana-
lys said late on Thursday.

Huawei witnessed its 
best-ever quarter in its 
home market and shipped 
more than 24 mil l ion 
smartphones in the fourth 
quarter to reach a total of  
90 million in 2017.

“Honor’s performance 
has complemented Hua-
wei’s success, by contribut-
ing more than half  of  Hua-
wei’s total shipments. But 
competition between Hua-
wei and Honor is getting 
fierce and Huawei must 
deal with possible internal 
cannibalisation,” Mo Jia, 
Research Analyst at Cana-

lys, said in a statement.
Smartphone shipments 

fell for both OPPO and 
Vivo, by 16 per cent and 
seven per cent, respectively. 
OPPO shipped 19 mil-
lion smartphones while 
Vivo shipped 17 million 
devices.

Despite the dip in the 
fourth quarter, both OPPO 
and Vivo saw double-digit 
growth in 2017. Both the 
players retained their re-
spective second and third 
positions in China’s smart-
phone market.

“The market has slowed 
faster than expected. Be-
ing aware of  inventory is-
sues, both vendors have 
set up flagship stores in 
tier-one cities to boost their 
branding and drive value 
growth,” Jia said.

“Failure to drive foot-
fall, however, will threaten 
OPPO and Vivo’s ongoing 
channel transformation 
and render the exercise 
futile,” Jia added.

Apple overtook Xiaomi 
to take the fourth spot, 
pushing it back to fifth po-
sition with 13 million ship-
ments.

Dhaka, Jan. 26 (IANS) : 
The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) expects more 
cooperation with the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) in future co-
financed projects and other 
related areas to boost devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific 
region, a top ADB official 
said here.

In an interview with 
X inhua  news  a genc y 
here, ADB Vice President 
Zhang Wencai said: “I’m 
quite confident that in 
the future we will explore 
more projects for co-fi-
nancing between ADB 
and AIIB.”

The AIIB is an interna-
tional financial institution 
that mainly aims to support 
the building of  infrastruc-
ture in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion and beyond. Moody’s 
Investors Service last year 
gave the China-initiated 
institution its highest pos-
sible rating, with a stable 
outlook. 

Zhang said that since 
2016, ADB and AIIB had 
co-financed four projects, 
including the Bangladesh 
Natural Gas Infrastructure 
and Efficiency Improve-
ment Project.

“A n d  o t h e r  t h r e e 
projects are a highway 
project in Pakistan, a road 
project in Georgia and a 
power transmission net-
work project in India.”

In sectors like transport, 
energy and urban and rural D-5002

Applications are invited to fill up the following posts of Assistant 
Professors in KROS College as under:-
Commerce- 3 posts, Economics- 2 Posts, English- 4 posts, 
Political Science- 2 posts, EVS- 1 post, History- 2 posts, 
Education- 2 posts
Qualification: a) M.A/M.Com with at least 55% marks.
 b) NET/PhD preferred
 c) Preference shall be given to  
 candidates having teaching experience
Scale Pay:- 15600-39100 with increment @ 3%
Application with full bio-data duly supported by certificate from 
HSLC onward with 2 passport size photographs must reach the 
office of the undersigned on or before 05.02.2018.
Date of interview shall be communicated in due course.

Principal
KROS College, Leirie, Kohima

K-1542

Advertisement

D-5003

No.ELE/IT-15/2017 -15     :   Dated Kohima, the 25th Jan 2017

SUVIDHA
(Single Window Clearance system for all types of permissions related to 

Campaigning) 

Objectives: 
Suvidha Application is for the Candidates and political parties to apply online for different permissions 
during Election Campaign. The permissions are as follows:- 
Permission to hold meeting & Loud Speaker. 
Opening of Temporary Party Office. 
Vehicle Permit. 
Permit to take out Procession & Loud Speaker. 
Permit for Street Corner Meeting & Loud Speaker. 
Helicopter & Helipad. 
Permit for Construction of Rostrum/Barricade 
Vehicle Permit (Intra District).

Process: 
1) Entry Form: On accessing the Suvidha Application, the Application Entry Form will appear. User can fill the 

application entry form for seeking the permission by specifying type of permission, such as permissions for 
holding meetings, use of loud speakers etc. 

2) Predefined Formats for seeking Permissions: Pre defined formats are fixed for seeking permission, user 
will download the format, fill it up and upload it while filling the application for seeking the permission. 

I.  Permission to hold meeting & loud Speaker 
Pre-Define Formats:  

	NOC from land Owner/Head of the Institution(Mandatory) 
	NOC from OC/IO/SP 
	Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format. (Mandatory) 

II. Permission for opening of temporary Party Office 
Pre-Define Formats:  

	Site Description Details-upload a copy of the Details(Mandatory) 
	Consent letter of the Owner/tenant must be attached(Mandatory) 
	NOC from OC/IO/SP 
	Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format(Mandatory)

III. Application for Vehicle Permit 

IV. Permit to take out Procession & loud Speaker 

Pre-Define Formats:  

Pre-Define Formats:  

	Description of vehicle(Mandatory). 
	Attach a copy of the Registration/insurance/tax token(Mandatory) 
	Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format(Mandatory) 

	NOC from land Owner/Head of the Institution(Mandatory) 
	NOC from OC/IO/SP 
	Full Details of Vehicles(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format. (Mandatory) 

V. Permit for Street Corner meeting & loud Speaker 

VI. Application for Helicopter & Helipad 

VII. Permit for Construction of Rostrum/Barricade 

VIII. Application for Vehicle Permit(Intra District) 

Pre-Define Formats:  

Pre-Define Formats:  

Pre-Define Formats:  

Pre-Define Formats:  

	NOC from land Owner/Head of the Institution(Mandatory) 
	NOC from OC/IO/SP 
	Application in Prescribed format. (Mandatory) 

	Application in Prescribed format(Helicopter Landing)(Mandatory). 
	NOC from Land Owner/Institution(Mandatory) 
	NOC from OC/IO/SP 
	NOC from Fire Services(Mandatory) 
	NOC from PWD for Construction & Helipad(Mandatory) 
	Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format(Mandatory) 

	Clearance from EE/SDO/JE PWD. 
	NOC from EE/SDO/JE Power.(Mandatory) 
	Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format(Mandatory) 

	Description of vehicle(Mandatory). 
	Attach a copy of the Registration/insurance/tax token(Mandatory) 
	 Probable Expenditure Statement(Mandatory) 
	Application in Prescribed format(Mandatory) 

*** Those marked Mandatory Should be provided by the Applicant at the time of applying and those without the 
Mark ‘Mandatory’, should be downloaded by the respective Returning Officer /Nodal Officer in charge in that RO 
office who would thereafter seek NOC from the respective departments and then upload on Suvidha. 

*** The permissions for all the above would be given by the respective ROs except for Helicopter and Helipad 
which would be given by the respective Deputy Commissioner & District Election Officer. 

*** The application for seeking permission can be filed offline also to the respective RO who would then digitize 
on the Suvidha Application and take further necessary steps. 

3) Submission Receipt: After an application is submitted, the user will get the submission slip along with 
unique application ID through which the application status can be tracked. 

4) Check status of Application - This option is provided in the Application for the applicant to check the 
status of their application whether Accepted, Rejected or in Process. 

5) It may be noted that the permissions for all the above mentioned categories of campaign activities have to 
be necessarily taken. As mentioned earlier it has to be taken from the respective RO except for Helicopter & 
Helipad which would be given by the respective Deputy Commissioner. 

6) For any query on Suvidha please call the toll free number 1950 if calling form within Nagaland or 03701950 
if calling from outside or email may be sent to ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in  

**The Suvidha application provides facilities for applying, processing, granting and monitoring 
permissions. 

Facilities: 
	Receipts generated for every application on successful submission of the application.
	Availability Status- Applicant can see whether the place sought for meeting etc. is booked on that 

date and time before proceeding with the Application. 
	Forwarding letter auto generated to the permission issuing authorities who will have all details 

of the application. 
	Assembly Constituency wise Police Stations are mapped. 
	Concerned police station will get alert over registered mobile about the application received & 

permission granted. They can also get the application papers for issuing no objection in Suvidha. 
	Application Details Register is auto generated capturing all details of the application and 

decision taken. 
	Event Place, Date & Time is captured in the database. 

Application link is provided in CEO Official Website: www.ceonagaland.nic.in

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS 
Chief Electoral Officer 

Nagaland 
KG-2275

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
ELECTION DEPARTMENT

Bengaluru, Jan 26 (IANS): 
Budget passenger carrier 
AirAsia India flew 4.44 
million passengers during 
the calendar year 2017, 81 
per cent more passengers 
than during 2016, the com-
pany said on Friday.

“AirAsia India carried 
4.44 million passengers 
from January to December 
2017, recording an average 
load factor (measure of  
airline’s capacity utilisa-
tion) of  87 per cent for the 
year,” the company said in 

a statement announcing the 
quarterly results of  AirAsia 
Berhad.

Headquartered in Ben-
galuru, AirAsia India is 
a joint venture between 
Malaysian low-cost airline 
AirAsia Berhad and Tata 

infrastructure, there were 
many opportunities for the 
two institutions to work 
together, Zhang added.

Apart from co-financ-
ing more projects, he said: 
“We can exchange ideas, 
experiences and knowledge 
in many fronts.”

“I can say high-level 
discussions between the 
two banks have been quite 
pragmatic,” he said. “Both 
of  us concentrate very 
much on the development 
of  Asia and the Pacific.”
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DAILY

PATH
One day during a university philosophy class, a student made some inflammatory remarks 

about the professor’s views. To the surprise of the other students, the teacher thanked 
him and moved on to another comment. When he was asked later why he didn’t respond 

to the student, he said, “I’m practicing the discipline of not having to have the last word.”
This teacher loved and honored God, and he wanted to embody a humble spirit as he re-

flected this love. His words remind me of another Teacher—this one from long ago, who wrote 
the book of Ecclesiastes. Although not addressing how to handle an angry person, he said that 
when we approach the Lord we should guard our steps and “go near to listen” rather than being 
quick with our mouths and hasty in our hearts. By doing so we acknowledge that God is the 
Lord and we are those whom He has created (Ecclesiastes 5:1–2).

How do you approach God? If you sense that your attitude could use some adjustment, why 
not spend some time considering the majesty and greatness of the Lord? When we ponder His 
unending wisdom, power, and presence, we can feel awed by His overflowing love for us. With 
this posture of humility, we too need not have the last word.

Lord God, I want to honor You and I bow before You now in silence.  
Teach me how to pray and how to listen.

The Last Word
BIBLE READ:  ECCLESIASTES 5:1–7    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be 
hasty in your heart.         
~ Ecclesiastes 5:2

Identical Ailment of the Two Brothers
Nagas are inherently innovative but differently that the 

well intended idea seems never live up to see the light 
of  dawn and this is what crippling the Naga society 

for thus long. We take pride in our faith and belief  with holier 
than thou attitude sermonizing others for what they (Preach-
ers) themselves never practice reflects our real being of  today’s 
situation.

It was way back in 1989, the Christian forum of Nagaland 
thought that liquor was the root of  all evils and invariably with 
the high hope of  cleansing the Naga society the popular act 
known as “The Nagaland total prohibition act 1989 was put 
to promulgation where, sale and consumption of  foreign made 
Indian liquor banned by the virtue of  the act. However, ironi-
cally akin to dogs to bone the inflow of liquor seems unabated 
and thus the act becomes a big failure as was acknowledge by 
the NBCC who spearheaded the act. This is what we call supply 
and demand equilibrium for the fact that drinkers prepare their 
daily quota (Bottles) against unseen heavenly tickets. Similarly, 
in the face of  high demand for IMFL, numerous bootleggers 
mushroomed up in every nook and corner doing brisk business 
by charging sky rocking price for their spurious liquor resulted 

health hazard to the users but let the devil care attitude of  the 
patronage (NBCC) had not gone down well with the law of  
humanity and Christianity. Now, that total prohibition act of  
Nagaland is the elder brother and the younger brother “Clean 
election” is neither wiser, facing the same problem of demand 
and supply equilibrium in a dilemma.

Now, yet another younger brother is born and christened 
as “Mr.Clean election” hoping to make fair and clean election 
for 2018 assembly election under the spiritual guidance of  the 
Christian society of  Nagaland.  However sadly, the immediate 
parents themselves couldn’t control the wayward behaviour of  
their loved child as the electorate misled the child to their own 
whim and fancy. 

Yes, under the clean election resolution no candidate 
should dole out money in the form of largess or in kind to en-
tice the voters, however contrarily it is learnt that even before 
the nomination of  candidate starts the ground works had kick 
started with ground shaking activities like distributing SUV ve-
hicles, housing material and promising everything under the 
sky to the gullible voters. Besides that the rule said, no liquor 
should be allowed in any form but again some intending candi-

dates were apprehended with huge quantities of  FMIL speaks 
volume of  failure before the kickoff.

Under such scenario, the grand project “Clean election” 
looks more of  tinsel decked out to appease to the agitating 
minds of  the electorates who, in other word thought that all 
the politicians are liar and cheaters, corrupted to the core who 
promised everything under the sky once in every five years 
never to fulfil their hilarious promises. Thereby, many voters 
chose money over a better candidate who doesn’t have enough 
money lost out umpteen time to the harden corruptive politi-
cian. As a result, there is very slim chance for the fresh dynamic 
leaders to enter into the arena of  governing body and the cor-
rupt leaders will continue to bulldoze the public with their ill 
gotten wealth.

Therefore, churches as pivotal patronage for clean elec-
tion in Nagaland should innovatively make effort with more 
stringent rules for the candidates as well as the electorate with 
such as; bond agreement signed in the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ and also depute observers in every polling booth with 
do and don’t rules and regulation if  election really take place.

N.Haisoyi Ndang

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Seven Things 
Which Are Too 
Successful For 
Their Own Good 

Boys and girls, remember that 
it is extremely stupid and 
dangerous to pour explosive 

fuel on to the flames of  a backyard 
bonfire or barbecue. Let DADDY 
do it.

I know a father-of-three who 
did this and created a fireball of  
Hollywood proportions that in-
stantly vaporised the bonfire and a 
nearby tree. The children loved it. 
(The mothers less so.)

I was reminded of  that anec-
dote by a news item which soon 
grew into a list of  seven examples 
of  things which are too successful 
for their own good.

1) A "stress-releasing" massage 
chair relaxed a shopper so much 
that he fell into a deep sleep -- and 
missed the closing of  the shop and 
departure of  all staff. When he 
eventually woke up in the chair it 
was dark, the electronics shop in Ja-
pan was locked, and police had to 
be called to let him out.

"It was a good advertisement for 
the chair," said reader Mark Chin-
ney, who sent me the news item.

2) It reminded me of  that super-
scary ghost movie "Bhoot" launched 
in India in 2003, after which a cin-
emagoer was found dead of  a heart 
attack. In a rare case of  good taste, 
filmmakers resisted the temptation 
to capitalise on it with a challenge: 
"HE didn't make it -- will YOU sur-
vive our movie?"

3) Then there was a Hong Kong 
emigration advisor whose business 
appeared to contain the seeds of  its 
own destruction. "We're losing all 
our clients," he told me in his third 
year of  operation. "They're moving 
away."

4) "At the end of  last year, the 
Delhi municipal authorities an-
nounced that their anti-plastic bag 
campaign had been so successful 
they had collected 1,200 kilos of  
polythene bags," said Amithaba 
Kumar, a reader from that city. 
"Then they admitted that they had 
nowhere to put them and were 
planning to throw them into a land-
fill!" Ah. Right.

5) A reader of  the Reddit web-
site sent a link to a post by a US 
woman who joined a weight loss 
group and managed to shed 100 
lbs -- after which the other mem-
bers wanted her to leave because 
she made everyone else feel like a 
failure.

6) Another sad example came 
from a stressed woman who pre-
paid for a course of  relaxation ther-
apy sessions at an expensive hotel 
spa in Jakarta.

"I slept through the first two ses-
sions, so I drank a pint of  coffee be-
fore the third - but still slept through 
it," sighed the woman, Jacqueline 
Wan. "It was probably very good 
but I can't remember any of  it."

So basically she paid a fortune 
for the same Saturday afternoon 
nap this columnist achieves on the 
sofa for nothing. I expressed my 
deep sorrow for her by pointing, 
laughing, and feeling smug.

7) "Surely the ultimate example 
of  being too successful is IKEA," 
said a colleague, referring to the 
Swedish furniture shop now found 
in most countries. "Roughly once 
a month, somewhere in the world, 
people are found to have slept over-
night in IKEA bedroom display."

True. I once saw people in a 
Chinese IKEA store having lunch 
in the dining room display.

Column done, now it's time for 
a sleep. I recommend the IKEA 
Stockholm 2017 sofa in blue velvet. 
Good night.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

Carefully chosen words honor God.

Archana Sharma| IANS

Aiming to Give Back, Rajasthan IITians 
Return to Launch Education Start-Ups

With a view to giving back to 
their home towns, young 
ex-IITians are returning to 

take a shot at creating jobs through 
their tech ventures in Rajasthan, par-
ticularly in the field of education. 
Many of these tech-savvy youngsters 
realised that education was in dire 
need of a major change in the state.

"One day, we discussed that if  
travel, banking, hotels and food can 
be on phones, why not education? 
That was the trigger. We wanted to 
build a one-point communication 
between teachers and students," Mad-
hup Bansal, from the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D), and co-
founder and Managing Director of  
Myly, told IANS.

Gaurav Mundra, the other co-
founder and CEO of Myly, realised 
that his son's school circulars some-
times went missing. "So we brought a 
centralised app where parents had ac-
cess to kids' timetable, results, fee de-
posits and other information via one 
mobile app," he says. Currently work-
ing with 800 academic institutions in 
India, he said they have operations in 
Dubai and the Philippines and were 

planning to be in Malaysia soon.
Rishabh Jain, from IIT, Bombay, 

and COO of Qriyo, India's managed 
home tuition app, claimed to be first 
of its kind, says: "Me and Mudit, 
CEO of Qriyo, had envisioned to be 
job creators for around 500 people in 
our hometowns. So we started opera-
tions in Jaipur and Jodhpur. Now, it's 
heartening to see that we have evalu-
ated over 15,000 tutors who are serv-
ing over 5,000 students in six cities of  
India."

Mudit Jain was at the India divi-
sion of Finmechanics as Country 
Head and had worked with the con-
sulting arm of PricewaterhouseCoop-
ers, US. "The idea of Qriyo originated 
while searching for a yoga teacher. 
Despite hundreds of providers listed 
online, I could not find a suitable 
match." In January 2016, Qriyo was 
born, offering over 400 courses in aca-
demics, co-curricular, extra-curricular 
and fitness activities, Mudit said.

The returnees are all youngsters 
who wanted to pursue their dreams in 
distant lands, after finishing the most 
sought-after degree in the country. 
But a feeling for their roots and a con-
ducive business atmosphere brought 
them back home, to use their knowl-
edge about the cyber world for the 

benefit of their fellow residents.
Nishant Patni, founder and CEO 

of CultureAlley, had finished his IIT 
from Bombay, his post-graduate de-
gree from the US and worked with the 
Boston Consulting Group in Chicago 
and two start-ups in Delhi and Cali-
fornia when he went to China and 
struggled to learn a new language.

"If I am struggling this hard to 
learn a new language, what might be 
the case with others, I thought, and 
came up with 'Hello English', which 
is now India's No. 1 educational app 
with over 35 million learners," Patni 
told IANS. According to him, Hello 
English was part of Google's Editor's 
Choice 2017 and the year before, it 
was named Google's Best Apps of  
2016. It now teaches several other 
languages.

"We got infrastructural support 
from our hometown, Jaipur, and this 
city houses good engineering talent 
and hence we came here," he said, 
adding that the "real Bharat is outside 
top cities; the people you encounter 
here give you a real insight into eve-
rything". The company has also got 
funding from a global venture capital 
firm.

SRJNA, which brings modern, in-
novative aids and methodologies into 

teaching of science, maths and as-
tronomy, is among a few players help-
ing schools to set up "tinkering labs". 
They create a design studio kind of  
place where students can learn via 
Robotics and 3-D tools. "We help 
in setting up innovation labs where 
teachers demonstrate to ensure stu-
dents learn quickly by using real prac-
tical tools," says Sharad Bansal, CEO 
of SRJNA and an IITian from Delhi.

So impressed was NITI Aayog by 
the approach that it had decided to 
set up 500 such labs across the coun-
try calling them Atal Tinkering Labs 
under the Atal Innovation Mission, 
named after the former Prime Minis-
ter. It provides Rs 10 lakh for setting 
up such a lab in a school and a similar 
amount each year for five years, for 
operational expenses. Amitabh Kant, 
CEO of NITI Aayog, had said at the 
time of launching the programme that 
"it will provide school students the 
opportunity to work with tools and 
equipment, fostering inventiveness".

SRJNA got some benefit from 
a Rajasthan government's incuba-
tion scheme. Start-up Oasis has been 
extending a helping hand to provide 
start-ups with Rs 25 lakh every year 
for three years, and a built-up area of  
25,000 square feet, to make their ven-

tures operational. According to Tarun 
Agrawal, portfolio manager at Start-
Up Oasis, there were 15 IITians who 
had come back to their hometown to 
set up tech ventures. But not all took 
the help of the incubator.

Moinee Foundation, which sup-
ports "right to quality education", was 
set up by Arvind Thanvi, its Chief  
Mentor. Thanvi, an IITian from 
Kharagpur, left his corporate career 
with Accenture, Mumbai, where he 
worked for a decade as account direc-
tor. He started smart class interven-
tion with 12 schools in a district, by 
reviving their existing ICT labs. That 
has now reached over 1,500 schools 
in nine districts of three states.

"Our community eLibrary pro-
gramme received traction after being 
nominated for the Prime Minister's 
award last year. We are currently set-
ting up over 125 new eLibraries in three 
states. We also implement community 
eLibraries in areas without Internet 
connectivity," Thanvi told IANS.

The prime crop of IITians in the 
state is bound to attract many other 
start-ups. Rajasthan's tech fields are 
set to undergo change, led by tech-
savvy youngsters who come back.

(Archana Sharma can be reached at 
archana.s@ians.in)

With or Without Election or Solution; The Fight Against Corruption Must Go On
Let the Hohos go to Delhi and hide what-

ever they are hiding for as long as they 
want. Let the church go to Jerusalem- 

the Holy Land and bring whatever they can 
or whatever they find from there. If  they think 
Naga’s solution, whatever it may be, have to be 
imported from somewhere else let them believe 
so. Let them do their job peacefully in what-
ever ways they want with whatever means they 
can. Ultimately, all of them will trickle down 
here in Nagaland. Therefore, in the meantime 
common citizens must work on clamming and 
owning what rightfully belongs to them and 
build a landing field with whatever we have in 
our hands for all the Delhi and Jerusalem wal-
lahs by continuing the effort in saving Nagaland 
from the clutches of corruption and exploitation 
from the hands of few rich and powerful so that 
whatever we have here can be used judiciously. 
Whoever comes back from Delhi or Jerusalem 
can land up here in Nagaland and whatever they 
bring can be translated in a meaningful and pro-
ductive way. Let all right thinking citizen con-
cern ourselves towards contributing in building 
a strong society, where there is transparency, ac-
countability and socio economic justice by root-
ing out corruption, backdoor appointment, mis-
use of government office, ism and other obvious 
social, governmental, bureaucratic and religious 
evils that are destroying our society. Corruption 
has deprived us of our basic rights and entitle-
ments where the corrupts are empowered with 
excessive wealth and power. In this state of af-
fair no form of government, be it democracy or 
bureaucracy or other yet to be define system can 
function for the welfare of the people. All that 
is needed for corruption to breed and flourish 
is a fragile, fragmented civil society. Therefore, 
as we fight corruption we should also work to-
ward building a strong and cohesive Naga civil 
society. In the recent past people’s conscious 
have been awaken and sensitized to the mon-
ster of corruption by individuals and groups 
in different ways, but still there’re much needs 
to be done. In fact, the bigger battle is yet to be 
fought. Nagas are the descendant of warriors; 
our history is filled with stories of brave and 
courageous men and women. There is no short-
age of brave and educated people, volunteers or 

funds nor is there lack of man power or people’s 
will. All that is needed is to batch up sporadic 
and random fights into well coordinated and or-
ganized manner.Things are changing and trans-
forming very fast. Look at the achievements of  
the past one or two years. PDS scheme and fuel 
adulteration racket busted, unabated tax has 
come down considerably, killings and extortion 
have significantly reduced, illegal and unethical 
harassment of youngsters by undergrounds has 
come down. Ao’s in Dimapur have done away 
with chief guest culture, selling of calendars and 
lotteries have decreased. Even some religious 
organizations have acknowledged corruption 
as evil and came in support of ACAUT. So 
many thinkers and social workers have express 
their views so boldly in media and various other 
platforms as never seen before in the history of  
Nagaland. Never have the conscious of Nagas 
been challenged and shaken so much as we 
have witness in the last one or two years and 
that too without bloodshed. Technology has 
made possible the connectivity for like-minded 
people to come together and share their ideas 
and aspirations at the swipe of a finger. Laws 
to unearth cover up stuffs by people in power 
and bureaucrats have improved beyond imagi-
nations. These are all signs of positive changes 
and empowering people with more tools for bet-
ter governance.We should take advantage of all 
these developments and  be proud of all these 
achievements and take it as an assurance that 
the message has been seeping across all section 
of the people, progress are been made, benefits 
are been felt and the fight haven’t gone in vain.

Writing thought provoking articles in pa-
pers and social medias is good, fighting as an 
individual or a small group is well appreciated, 
after all everything starts with such sparks. But 
since the magnitude of the corruption is at as-
tronomical scale and almost all government 
machinery are infested with it, howsoever 
brave, strong or courageous a group or an in-
dividual may be or how genuine the cause may 
be, it is not possible to fight it out all alone or 
in small fragmented groups nor is it sustainable 
in a long run. Proper planning, coordination 
and mobilization of mass with clear vision are 
required to take the movement forward. There-

fore taking achievements as encouragement 
and setbacks as a lesson, we should keep the 
momentum of cleansing our corrupt system by 
coming together as one and give a coordinated 
effort so that whatever system we have or is yet 
to come as a result of Naga political negotia-
tion can be crafted in such a way that will work 
for the welfare of the people in reality and the 
ultimate power of the state will be retain in the 
hands of the people.

When we point one finger at others, there 
will be thousand fingers pointing back at us but 
let us understand that it is not necessary for citi-
zens to be saints first and then only take up the 
mission of fighting corruption nor is it possible 
to bring about change in such a corrupt society 
by saints alone. Let us understand and accept 
that we are all human with inherent weakness 
and we have stomach to feed. But having few 
weaknesses as a human being should not dis-
courage us from fighting corruption and syndi-
cate in the hands of few elites for their insatiable 
greed and nihilistic mindset destroying the very 
fabric of Naga society and threatening our ex-
istence. Change, reformation or revolution were 
always brought out by ordinary people with in-
herent human weakness; all that is needed for 
consolidation of power in the hand of people 
is for ordinary citizens to come together as one 
for the common cause. Therefore overlooking 
the small weaknesses in each other, we must 
come together and fight for the greater cause 
and ideals to save us from embedding doom. 
There is no place or country in the world that is 
hundred percent perfect, there is no movement 
that can satisfy all section of the people, there is 
no upraise which is cent percent good, there is 
no movement without drawbacks. So, collateral 
damage should be accepted without fear or dis-
couragement. There should be clear vision and 
logical short and long term objectives,the pros 
and cons must be weighed against each moves, 
sacrificing what need to be sacrifice and will-
ingly giving away what cannot be retain for the 
larger interest of the society. Aiming too high 
or expecting too much in too little time with 
few people will only bring disappointments. 
There cannot be hundred percent corruption 
free state. Therefore, we should be realistic and 

endeavor to minimize the level of corruption to 
a level where checks and balance are possible; 
enabling us to have a progressive society, where 
development is possible, where merit is not de-
prived by back door appointments, where citi-
zens need not sell their soul to earn livelihood, 
where we can live with respect and dignity. In 
this pursue, let us be inclusive in our approach 
irrespective of job, political affiliation, religious 
background or geographical barrier as long as 
one has the desire and the conviction to be a 
part of the movement and at the same time 
spurring the indifferent and not so willing, en-
couraging our friends and colleague for work-
ing together, not only tolerating rumors and 
misconception but also clarifying and guiding 
the people in the right direction.

Every issue is important. Some issues are 
more important for someone and other issues 
more important for others but at a time like 
this when we are all in a sinking boat we have 
limited options; lighten our boat or sink with it. 
We cannot carry everything with us. First thing 
first, hole in the boat should be sealed off, then 
prioritize the issues narrowing down the targets 
and solve one issue at the time by taking step 
by step approach. Election will come and go, 
political instability and hick ups will be there, 
solution may come or may not come but if  
we could build a strong society together every-
thing can be tackle in a productive way creating 
space for positive changes, which over a period 
of time will be translated into peace, develop-
ment, social and economic justice, bestowing 
the power of the state ultimately in the hands 
of the people.

God seems to have been pushed out of Na-
galand long time back and the devil seems to 
have no agendas. In fact, they seem to be taking 
coaching lessons from Naga leaders and here 
we are the crusaders against the grand-masters 
of corruption. Therefore being right is not 
enough, being good is not enough and being 
brave is not enough in this asymmetrical battle. 
We got to use all means in our hands to win 
over the battle, with unity as our strength and 
clear understanding of the social dynamics as 
our foothold. 

Dr. Tialiba Longkumer
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re likely 
to hit that magic spot with someone today 
in which you can almost read each other’s 
thoughts, Aries. You may know exactly what 

that person is going to say before he or she says it. You 
may also find that your mind is working so quickly that 
while someone is trying to make one point, you are al-
ready five steps ahead of  where that person is trying to go. 
Put your gifts to good use.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s time to put 
away the sentimental feelings for the day and 
move to something new, Taurus. Stop pulling 
out old photo albums and crying about past ex-

periences. You will only succeed in sinking into a puddle 
of  tears that you can’t pull yourself  out of. Instead, this is 
a day to look to the future and plan for new experiences 
that you can enjoy with the people you love.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Let the genius 
within you come out and play, Gemini. You 
may feel like some sort of  inventor who has 
wild ideas that could help to revolutionize the 

future. Bring these ideas into the open and see what kind 
of  response you get from the people around you. Cutting-
edge concepts are likely to appeal to you the most. These 
are the ones that you should pursue and follow through 
on if  you can.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may get 
frustrated when your list of  tasks for the day 
just does not seem to get any shorter, Cancer. 
More than likely, this is due to unforeseen cir-

cumstances and unexpected interruptions that you basi-
cally have no control over. Don’t get upset at yourself  be-
cause of  things you can’t change. Make sure to leave extra 
time to do the things you want, because the interruptions 
will continue throughout the day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Because of  your 
well-mannered attitude and socially minded 
outlook, Leo, you may normally be reluctant to 
make a stand with an outlandish idea or draw 

attention with an unusual outfit or hairstyle. Today is a 
day to be an individual in all aspects of  the word. Prove 
that you are by doing something unexpected that shakes 
up the crowd. Make yourself  stand out above the rest in 
whatever way feels most comfortable to you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t be surprised 
if  you’re scolded by people who are upset about 
the way you’re handling certain things in your 
life, Virgo. Most likely, the people who criticize 

you the most are the ones who understand you the least. 
They are probably on a completely different wavelength 
than you, and it isn’t your job to try to change them, nor is 
it your responsibility to change your ways because of  them.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may find 
yourself  flying high for no particular reason, 
Libra. If  you aren’t, stop and examine the 
situation. More than likely, any emotional dis-

comfort you feel is due to a lack of  personal freedom in 
one way or another. Perhaps you’re feeling too tied down 
emotionally or too restrained mentally. Perhaps you need 
to get out of  your current situation entirely. Use this day 
to seek ways to feel more independence in your world.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is a good 
time for you to subscribe to some sort of maga-
zine or newsletter that will keep you abreast 
of current events and developments in a field 

or hobby that interests you, Scorpio. The operative word 
of the day is “new.” Keep your mind fresh with news that 
sparks your interest and gives you the inspiration you need 
to keep striving for the goals you have set for yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
probably have the desire to take charge, and 
you certainly have the capability, so what are 
you waiting for, Sagittarius? Stop sitting around 

waiting for someone else to make a decision. By the time 
the others are done arguing and vacillating about which 
direction to go, you will already have traveled miles and 
miles down the road. Your heart wants you to take a 
strong, independent stance.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Remem-
ber that no one can make you feel inferior 
without your consent, Capricorn. It might 
seem as if  others are trying to show you up 

today with their knowledge about the world and how it 
should be run. Don’t let them talk you into believing that 
your thoughts and ideas are any less valid than theirs. At 
the same time, it’s important for you to stay open-minded 
and accepting of  other people’s ideas.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If  you’re 
still using the old shovel and rake out in the 
fields, now is the time to upgrade, Aquarius. 
Get that big piece of  machinery that will plow 

all the acres in no time. In a nutshell, think about ways 
in which you can be more efficient. Feel free to invest in 
those things that will help make your life easier and more 
comfortable. Most likely, the natural flow of the day will 
take you to exactly where you need to go.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Drink plenty of  
water in order to keep your system properly hy-
drated, Pisces. Water is the most important part 
of your diet, and it’s likely that you aren’t drink-

ing nearly enough. You are highly sensitive today so taking 
care of yourself is the best thing you can do. Otherwise you 
might act emotional and too easily manipulated. Distance 
yourself from people who try to suck this life force from you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Is a Unified Korea Possible?

To Hunt or Not to Hunt?
Debates about whether to protect these ghostly white deer demonstrate deep connections between our humanity and the hunt

Ji-Young Lee | The Conversation

Curt Meine | Aeon

North and South Korean 
athletes will march un-
der one flag during the 

opening ceremony of  the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Olym-
pics in South Korea.

The “Korean Unification 
Flag” is both a highly symbolic 
marker of  reconciliation and a 
reminder of  a divided Korea, a 
condition that has lasted since 
1945.

As a scholar of  East Asian 
international relations, I’m 
fascinated by the question of  
reunification that has been a 
mainstay of  reconciliation and 
dialogue between North and 
South Korea. Unfortunately, 
history suggests such efforts to 
reunite the peninsula as a sin-
gle country often don’t go far.

What Koreans think
Most South Koreans are not 
optimistic about reunification. 
According to a 2017 Unifica-
tion Perception Survey con-
ducted by Seoul National Uni-
versity’s Institute for Peace and 
Unification Studies, 24.7 per-
cent of  South Koreans don’t 
think that unification is possi-

ble. Only 2.3 percent of  South 
Korean respondents believe 
that unification is possible 
“within 5 years,” while 13.6 
percent responded “within 10 
years.”

However, the same survey 
indicates that 53.8 percent of  
South Koreans believe that re-
unification is necessary.

Beyond that, however, 
there is little consensus as to 
what kind of  country a unified 
Korea should be. Nearly half  
of  South Korean respondents 
want to keep South Korea’s 
democratic political system, 
while 37.7 percent support 
some form of  hybrid, a com-
promise between the South 
and North Korean systems. 
Still, 13.5 percent of  South Ko-
reans answered that they prefer 
the continued existence of  two 
systems within one country.

Three strikes
The first time North and South 
Korea held talks since the 
1950-53 Korean War was in 
1971. They agreed on basic 
principles of  the reunification. 
According to the July 4 South-

North Joint Communique, re-
unification should be achieved 
through 1) independent efforts 
of  the two Koreas, 2) peaceful 
means, and 3) the promotion 
of  national unity transcending 
differences in ideologies and 
systems.

Despite its significance for 
later agreements, this détente 
soon collapsed due to the lead-
ers’ lack of  genuine intention 
to follow through. North Ko-
rea viewed the inter-Korean 
dialogue as a way to wean 
South Korea away from the 
U.S. and Japan. South Korean 
leader Park Chung-Hee saw it 
as a useful tool for consolidat-
ing his authoritarian rule.

In the late 1980s, tides 
shifted as the Cold War broke 
down and inter-Korean recon-
ciliation once again seemed 
possible. The 1988 Seoul Ol-
ympics spurred South Korea to 
pursue improved relations with 
communist countries to ensure 
their participation. The Olym-
pics hosted a record number 
of  countries from both blocs 
of  the Cold War, including 
the Soviet Union and China. 
This, even in the face of  North 
Korea’s attempt to throw 
the games off  by bombing a 

South Korean airliner killing 
115 people in 1987. With the 
help of  South Korea’s rising 
international status and active 
diplomacy toward normaliz-
ing relations with the Soviet 
Union and China, Pyongyang 
agreed to talks with Seoul.

By 1991, North and South 
Koreans had once again come 
around to the idea of  recon-
ciliation and signed the Basic 
Agreement. In it, Koreans de-
fined their relationship not as 
two separate states, but rather 
one going through a “special 
interim” – a process toward ul-
timate reunification. In 1992, 
they produced the Joint Dec-
laration of  the Denucleariza-
tion of  the Korean Peninsula. 
However, by the end of  1992, 
inter-Korean relations grew se-
riously strained. North Korea 
refused to accept inspections 
by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and objected to 
the resumption of  a U.S.-South 
Korea joint military exercise.

Another milestone took 
place in 2000. North and 
South Korea held the first 
summit that amounted to the 
most substantial and frequent 
engagement between the two 
Koreas yet. South Korean 

President Kim Dae-Jung and 
his successor Roh Moo-Hyun’s 
Sunshine Policy meant to pro-
vide for a gradual change of  
North Korea toward the reuni-
fication through inter-Korean 
cooperation on humanitarian, 
economic, political, social and 
cultural issues. But in the face 
of  Pyongyang’s continued 
provocations and nuclear de-
velopment program, this type 
of  engagement-oriented policy 
had serious limits. Over time, 
it became less and less popular 
with the public.

The conservative govern-
ments that followed upheld 
the goal of  the reunification, 
but made inter-Korean rec-
onciliation conditional upon 
Pyongyang’s behavior. North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile 
tests, and provocations like a 
torpedo attack on a South Ko-
rean navy ship and the shell-
ing of  a South Korean island, 
backpedaled much of  the 
progress made during the 2000 
summit.

After three major attempts 
and failures, is reunification 
feasible in 2018?

What these past talks show 
is that reconciliation has not 
been sustainable without the 

tangible progress in eliminat-
ing North Korea’s nuclear ca-
pabilities.

At the same time, the cur-
rent South Korean President 
Moon Jae-In is more open to 
departing from the more con-
servative approach and pursu-
ing engagement without such 
assurances. This may be a game 
changer. Without a doubt, he 
is much more proactive about 
creating opportunities for inter-
Korean reconciliation.

President Moon faces the 

same harsh realities as his pred-
ecessors. With Pyongyang’s 
increased threat, the South 
Korean government will have 
to work more closely with 
other countries currently im-
plementing sanctions against 
Pyongyang. If  Seoul works 
out a deal for inter-Korean 
exchanges and joint projects 
and North Korea continues 
to engage in a provocation, 
skeptical South Koreans will 
not likely support the govern-
ment’s engagement policy.

Wonder ye then at the fiery hunt?
Moby-Dick, or The Whale (1851) by 

Herman Melville

Several years ago, conspicuous black-
and-white banners and yard signs be-
gan to appear in my rural neighbour-

hood in southwest Wisconsin. Planted in 
lawns, posted on barns, displayed in tavern 
windows, they read: SAVE The Rare White 
Deer. Since the late 1990s, when an adult 
white female – ‘Old Doe’, she came to be 
called – appeared in the fields and wood-
lots, our landscape has supported a small 
population of  white whitetail deer. As Old 
Doe passed her genes along, the population 
grew to a dozen or so. The genetic basis of  
this rare trait is not entirely clear. A few of  
the deer might be true albinos. Most are 
piebald variants, some pure white, others 
off-white or spotted. Some have pink noses 
and hooves, others have black. In any case, 
the white deer are obviously distinguishable 
from their mostly tan-coloured comrades. 
They became known and admired in the 
local community and among visitors to the 
nearby state park. A tacit agreement to pro-
tect the unusual deer took hold among the 
area’s farmers and other landowners, and 
among local hunters and non-hunters alike.

This spontaneous taboo was somewhat 
surprising and mysterious. The culture of  
whitetail deer hunting in Wisconsin (and the 
United States generally) has long involved a 
complex mixture of  memory and reverence, 
passion and practicality. In Wisconsin, the 
whitetail’s forest, woodland and savanna 
habitats shrank rapidly in the 1800s as set-
tlers arrived from the eastern and southern 
US and from Europe. In just a few decades, 
agriculture and lumbering transformed land-
scapes and ecological conditions throughout 
the upper Mississippi River and Great Lakes 
basins. Market and subsistence hunting com-
pounded the pressures on the deer popula-
tion, and the species came close to being ex-
tirpated. With the adoption of  new wildlife 
conservation measures in the 1930s, how-
ever, the deer population started to rebound. 
As deer became more common, the autumn 
hunt became an engrained institution and a 
seasonal mainstay of  rural economies. Over 
the past several decades, deer have become 
familiar residents of  suburban and urban 
landscapes. With large predators extirpated 
or uncommon, the now-abundant deer foster 
their own suite of  ecological effects. Their 
herbivory has diminished the diversity of  
native flora. They chew up suburban shrubs 
and gardens. They contribute to the high inci-
dence of  Lyme disease. They find themselves 
on the receiving end of  automobile collisions 

(which has led insurance companies to be-
come active in deer-management policy).

Through all these changes, humans be-
came the primary predators of  deer. Paradox-
ically, deer hunting in Wisconsin can be both 
unsentimental – a standard cultural practice, 
a source of  locally grown meat, and a neces-
sary conservation method – and deeply per-
sonal. Hundreds of  thousands of  deer hunt-
ers take to the fields and woods every fall in 
Wisconsin, bearing with them a complex set 
of  values, memories, motivations and goals. 
All of  which complicates questions sur-
rounding the hunting of  the white deer – and 
explanations of  the neighbourhood taboo. 
Hunting white deer is actually illegal in Wis-
consin, as it is in a number of  other states in 
the US. This population, however, happens 
to exist in an area where chronic wasting dis-
ease (CWD) has become prevalent. When 
hunting regulations were liberalised in an 
effort to halt the spread of  CWD, the white 
deer became – literally – fair game.

A decade ago, a striking white buck be-
came a popular attraction. ‘He was a beau-
tiful creature,’ the deer advocates’ website 
noted, ‘that drew many people nightly to the 
park with their lawn chairs and thermoses in 
hopes of  seeing him.’ Local hunters vowed 
not to pursue the animal. However, after 
two years in the local spotlight, the buck 
was taken by a visiting bow hunter in 2008. 
An out-of-town hunter shot another white 
deer during the 2009 season. And on the 
first day of  the 2012 gun season, a visiting 
hunter took down a particularly large, hand-
some and well-known buck. It was this in-
cident that prompted local residents to step 
up protection efforts. As the signs appeared, 
conversations on the propriety of  hunting 
the white deer intensified – in our taverns 
and backyards, in newspapers and at meet-
ings, among and between hunters and non-
hunters alike.

Why have so many of  my neighbours felt 
so compelled to protect these ‘ghost deer’? 
Is it their value in terms of  biodiversity con-
servation? Hard to argue that. They are not 
a separate species, and any intra-species 
variance they embody is unlikely to be lost; 
the recessive genes for albinism and pale 
pelage will surely persist in the population. 
If  anything, the white deer (and indeed the 
abundant deer throughout our region) have 
a variety of  direct and indirect effects on 
tree reproduction and the diversity of  un-
derstory plant communities. We do not put 
up banners to protect brown deer, and if  all 
deer were white would we be so concerned? 
Conspicuous as they are, white deer likely 
have a harder time surviving in the wild; 
perhaps their vulnerability evokes a protec-
tive instinct. Is it a matter of  resentment of  
outsider hunters who come only to consume 

what is locally familiar and valued? Is it the 
beauty of  the deer? If  so, do not both hunt-
ers and protectors of  the white deer have a 
claim to such beauty, however different their 
apprehension of  it?

Perhaps my neighbours are tapping into 
a deeper and culturally widespread respect 
for the sacred white animal. In several Na-
tive American traditions, the extraordinary 
appearance of  a white bison calf  is a spiritual 
event. In Indian mythology, a white elephant 
came to Queen Maha Maya in a dream; as 
she was conceiving the child who would be-
come the Lord Buddha, the elephant gifted 
her with a white lotus flower. White stags led 
Arthurian knights into battles. ‘On the wings 
of  a snow-white dove,’ the old country song 
goes, ‘He sends His pure sweet love.’ We hu-
mans seem to follow wild white animals into 
the presence of  many mysteries.

Herman Melville pursued a darker as-
pect of  this white mystery in his account of  
Ahab’s obsessive hunt for Moby-Dick. ‘It 
was the whiteness of  the whale that above 
all things appalled me,’ Ishmael declares – 
setting the stage for Melville to survey his 
own menagerie of  white elephants, horses, 
bears, sharks, albatrosses and albino people, 
and white winds, snows, mountains, seas, 
phantoms, flags, friars and nuns. Melville 
muses expansively on white as ‘not so much 
a colour as the visible absence of  colour … a 
dumb blankness, full of  meaning … the mys-
tical cosmetic which produces every one of  
[Nature’s] hues’. By this time – Chapter 42 
‘The Whiteness of  the Whale’ – the reader 
of  Moby-Dick is along for the wild ride. 
‘And of  all these things the Albino whale 
was the symbol.’ In his consuming desire 
to subdue the white and wild Other, Ahab 
finally destroys himself, his crew, and the 
Pequod. Blinded by the white, Ahab is sub-
ject to ‘all the subtle demonisms of  life and 
thought; all evil, to crazy Ahab, were visibly 
personified, and made practically assailable 
in Moby-Dick’.

Ahab’s neurosis sits uneasily alongside 
the view that sees hunting as a primary 
agent of  human biological and cultural evo-
lution. In The Hunting Hypothesis (1976), 
the American palaeoanthropologist Robert 
Ardrey marshalled evidence that the hu-
man species evolved with and through the 
practice of  hunting. Controversial among 
scholars and scientists when first published, 
the book would not have made great ripples 
among old-school sportsmen-conservation-
ists (think Theodore Roosevelt) who empha-
sised the values that hunting could inculcate, 
nor in indigenous communities and cultures 
with venerable hunting traditions. Whether 
building upon traditional ecological knowl-
edge or modern conservation ethics, the 
thesis that hunting has made us human – 

evolutionarily, physiologically, intellectually, 
socially, culturally, spiritually – has gained 
acceptance. As the scientific debate has con-
tinued, evidence has grown that hunting 
shaped our humanity. 
Animals make us human by teaching us what 
we value and honour, what we seek, and what 

we ignore
Maybe, however, we need an ‘Ahab’s 

Corollary’ (or Caution) to the hunting hy-
pothesis: that hunting alone has not made 
us human, and that hunting in an age of  
all-powerful technology does not necessar-
ily make us human. Hunting is not the only 
kind of  human-animal relationship that has 
moulded our humanity. Humans also protect 
animals. Through taboos, ethical codes and 
regulations, people have chosen not to hunt 
– not to hunt certain species, not to hunt at 
certain times and in certain places, not to 
hunt to excess. We also domesticate animals, 
breed them, move them around, buy and 
sell them, industrialise them, abuse them, 
rehabilitate them. We name animals, tell 
stories about them, sing songs about them, 
and name our teams after them. We invoke 
animals, honour them, celebrate them, paint 
them on the walls of  caves, and share viral 
videos of  them. 

In all these ways, animals – not just hunt-
ing per se – have made us human. Animals 
teach us, through our every interaction and 
our every choice, what we value and honour, 
what we seek, and what we ignore. Animals 
instruct us on who we are, and whom we 
wish to become. They reflect and demon-
strate our sense of  responsibility – and our 
lack thereof. In choosing to protect the white 
deer, my neighbours, including many hunt-
ers, have expressed different dimensions of  
their evolving humanity.

Game animals, moreover, are only one 
part of  the more-than-human world that 
makes us human. We hunt only a minuscule 
subset of  animal species; the vast realm of  
‘non-game’ species, from protozoans and in-
vertebrates to the great whales and great apes, 
also make us human. The multitudinous and 
diverse microbes in our guts make us human. 
The rumoured remnant of  ivory-billed wood-
peckers makes us, in our hopes and doubts, 
human. Even the absence of  animals makes 
us human. The extinct Pleistocene mega-
fauna and the vanquished passenger pigeon, 
in our longing and regret, make us human. 
Mythical beasts – Bigfoot and Windigo and 
Phoenix, Nessie and Lassie and Moby-Dick 
– make us human. Plants also make us hu-
man. Rocks and soils and waters and skies 
make us human. The stars and the Sun make 
us human. Through all our complex ecologi-
cal and evolutionary relationships, human 
consciousness has emerged and grown and 
evolved. Nature makes us human. The non-

human makes us human.
This last season’s deer hunt passed with-

out any of  the local white deer taken. It is 
impossible to know what was going on, out 
there in the woods, in all the minds and 
hearts of  hunters who might have encoun-
tered one of  the spectres. But in the very act 
of  weighing options as we encounter Others, 
we forge our humanity. These white deer re-
mind us that the hunter and the hunted cre-
ate each other through their relationship. Hu-
man hunters have the power of  active agency 
and conscious choice. In the shared territory 
of  the white deer, most (not all) local hunters 
have chosen not to hunt them. Other hunters, 
coming into that territory, have chosen to do 
so. The question is: what do we bring to these 
choices?

This is what the American ecologist and 
conservationist Aldo Leopold was getting at 
in contemplating the extinction of  the pas-
senger pigeon in A Sand County Almanac 
(1949): 

For one species to mourn the death of  
another is a new thing under the sun. The 
Cro-Magnon who slew the last mammoth 
thought only of  steaks. The sportsman who 
shot the last pigeon thought only of  his prow-
ess. The sailor who clubbed the last auk 
thought of  nothing at all.

Leopold, a hunter, understood Ahab’s 
Corollary. Hunting makes us human; but 
hunting without a continually evolving ethic 
to guide it can also dehumanise us. Our hu-
manity can and does suffer when the practice 
of  hunting – when any of  our acts of  using 
nature – ignores connections and disrespects 
the non-human. Our humanity flourishes 
when those acts honour, enrich and sustain 
these vital relationships.

The local white deer debate is not over. 
By becoming active advocates, my neigh-
bours have placed the question before a 
broader public, even while recognising that 
increased attention could backfire and inten-
sify hunting pressure on the white deer. The 
debate now occurs not just in local taverns, 
but in online forums. One commentator of-
fered this: 

Once upon a time I was an opportunist 
hunter. If  I came across fowl or beast during 
an open season, I did my best to kill it. Then 
somewhere along the way it came to me I do 
not have to kill everything. Perhaps it was 
during my first white deer encounter, but I 
can’t be sure. While watching the particular 
small white doe, her pink eye shining back 
at me, a feeling of  peace and contentment 
descended around me. With the thought: if  
I kill this deer, I deny another the same ex-
perience.

In such moments, through such encoun-
ters, we continue to define the hunt – and our 
own humanity – in new ways.

A flag with Korean peninsula unification symbol at the opening ceremony of 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. REUTERS/Andy Clark/Files
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Veteran Bengali actress Supriya 
Devi dead
Kolkata, Jan. 26 (IANS): Veteran Bengali film 
actress Supriya Devi died at her South Kolkata 
residence on Friday following a massive heart attack, 
family sources said. She was 85. Supriya Devi is sur-
vived by her daughter. “She felt unwell around 6.20 
a.m. She was in the bathroom then. When doctors 
were called, they declared her dead,” they said. Born 
on January 8, 1933, in Mitkina in erstwhile Burma 
(now Myanmar), Supriya Devi was one of  the lead-
ing figures of  the golden era of  Bengali cinema that 
saw her straddle the screen space with great aplomb 
alongside the late Uttam Kumar and Suchitra Sen. 
Soumitra Chatterjee and Sabitri Chatterjee now 
remain the few surviving representatives of  that gen-
eration. Supriya Devi was also the live-in partner of  
Uttam Kumar.

Female suicide bomber arrested 
in Srinagar
Srinagar, Jan. 26 (IANS): An alleged female suicide 
bomber has been arrested here along with an ac-
complice, police said on Friday. The woman was 
identified as Sadiya Anwar Sheikh, 18, from Pune, 
Additional Director General of  Police Munir Khan 
told the media. She was arrested late Thursday and 
was being questioned, he said. Intelligence reports 
had earlier warned that a non-local female suicide 
bomber had entered Srinagar, leading to a massive 
hunt ahead of  Republic Day on Friday.

2 Saudi nationals detained on R-
Day in Rajasthan
Jaipur, Jan. 26 (PTI): On Republic Day today, two 
Saudi nationals and an Indian, carrying a satellite 
phone, were detained in Pokhran town of  Rajasthan 
for allegedly hatching a conspiracy to disturb peace 
and harmony, police said. The two suspects from Sau-
di Arabia were identified as Al Talal Mohammad and 
Al Samri Mohammad, both in their 40s, they said.
The other suspect is Syed Mohsin (41), a resident of  
Telangana. They were staying a hotel in Pokhran in 
Jaisalmer district and were detained after a tip-off  
this morning, Jaisalmer Superintendent of  Police 
Gaurav Yadav said . He said that a satellite phone was 
recovered from them and they will be interrogated 
by a joint interrogation team of  military intelligence 
and Jaisalmer police. Possession of  satellite phone 
without authorisation is not allowed in the country.
Pokhran police station SHO Manak Ram Bishnoi 
said that the trio were detained after a joint operation 
by military intelligence and Jaisalmer police. They 
were hatching a conspiracy to disturb peace and 
harmony, he added.

Clashes in UP town over R-Day 
celebrations
Lucknow, Jan. 26 (IANS): Clashes erupted between 
two communities in Kasganj in Uttar Pradesh on Fri-
day over celebrating Republic Day, police said.Over 
36 youngsters from a community had taken out a bike 
rally with tricolours in their hands and were booed 
while passing through a locality of  another commu-
nity. There was a verbal altercation after which stones 
were also pelted on them, injuring two persons.  The 
angry mob went on a rampage, damaging more than 
12 vehicles and property, a district official said.  Prin-
cipal Secretary (Home) Arvind Kumar told IANS the 
district administration increased the security presence 
and the crowds were dispersed. He also denied there 
was curfew in Kasganj district as reported in some 
sections of  the media but added since there was heavy 
police presence and the situation was tense, people 
were asked to stay indoors as a precautionary meas-
ure.  There were reports of  firing as well.  Police said 
three Scorpio SUVs, two Magic passenger transport 
vehicles and a truck were also targeted by the mob 
on the Mathura-Bareilly highway. The unruly crowd 
also set afire a kiosk near a petrol pump. Fire tenders 
were rushed to douse the fire.  

Punjab gangster Gounder, accom-
plice Lahoriya killed in shootout
Chandigarh, Jan. 26 (IANS): Notorious Punjab gang-
ster Vicky Gounder and accomplice Prem Lahoriya 
were killed in a shootout along the Punjab-Rajasthan 
border in south-west Punjab, police sources said on 
Friday. Reports said both were killed by a police team 
chasing Gounder based on reliable information on his 
whereabouts. Further details were awaited. Gounder 
was evading arrest since November 2016 when he 
made a sensational escape from the maximum-security 
Nabha Central Jail in Punjab along with five other pris-
oners, including two terrorists. While the Punjab Po-
lice rearrested five escapees in a few months, Gounder 
remained on the run. Vicky Gounder’s real name was 
Harjinder Bhullar alias Jinder, a resident of  Sarawan 
Bodla village in former Chief  Minister Parkash Singh 
Badal’s home turf  Lambi. Gounder was suspected to 
be behind a fatal attack on another notorious gangster 
Sukha Kahlwan near Phagwara town, 135 km from 
here, in January 2015. Kahlwan was in police custody 
and on his way for a court hearing when gangsters 
attacked him.  Gounder and other gangsters were 
running their gangs and issuing threats and extorting 
money from people while lodged in Punjab jails.

India celebrates 69th R-Day with 10 Asean guests 

Allegation against top Kerala CPI-M 
leader’s son to figure in party meet

Maharashtra bags maximum 
Padma awards this year

It’s about manners than protocols: 
Khurshid on Rahul’s 6th-row seat 

Karni Sena national 
secy arrested — Police 

Be clear not to change status quo in Doklam — Indian envoy to China Fundamental duties of citizens 
also equally important as rights 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the heads of State / Governments of ASEAN countries at the 69th 
Republic Day Parade at Rajpath in New Delhi on Friday.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  2 6 
(IANS): India on Friday 
celebrated its 69th Repub-
lic Day with 10 leaders of  
Asean countries taking a 
close look at the country’s 
military might and cultural 
diversity and getting a peep 
into achievements at the 
annual grand parade here.

It was for the first time 
that 10 guests of  honour 
-- from all 10 Asean coun-
tries -- were invited for the 
annual official celebrations, 
signifying India’s growing 
strategic interests in its east-
ern neighbourhood that 
surrounds the maritime 
underbelly of  Asia - the 
Indo-Pacific.

Despite a thick fog blan-
keting the city, hundreds 
turned up on both sides 
of  Rajpath in the heart of  
Delhi to watch a grand 
march past that wound its 
way over eight kilometres 
from Raisina Hill, with 
the imposing Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in the backdrop, to 
the 17th century Red Fort.

The day began with 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind unfurling the Indian 
flag at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi paying 
tributes to the fallen sol-
diers at the Amar Jawan 

Beijing, Jan. 26 (IANS): The mili-
tary stand-off  at Doklam was a 
“momentary hurdle” in Sino-India 
ties but maintaining status quo in 
the border areas is essential for both 
countries, India’s Ambassador to 
China Gautam Bambawale has said.

In an interview to the state-run 
Global Times, the newly appointed 
envoy touched upon various aspects 
of  bilateral ties and said Beijing 
needs to be “sensitive” to New 
Delhi’s concerns over issues like the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).

Bambawale said that post-Dok-
lam, India and China need to talk 
more and be candid with each other. 
He stressed both countries were 
not “rivals.” “I look at the Doklam 
stand-off  from such a long-term 
perspective. When you do so, the 
Doklam stand-off  is just one event 
in a much longer-term history,” the 
envoy told the English daily, which 
is run by the Communist Party of  
China.

“I believe that you are blowing it 

out of  proportion. The people of  In-
dia and China and our leaders are ex-
perienced enough and wise enough 
to overcome such momentary hur-
dles in our relationship,” Bambawale 
said. China and India were locked in 
a worst-in-decades military stand-off  
at Doklam last year in the Sikkim 
section of  their border.

Indian troops had halted con-
struction of  a road by the People’s 
Liberation Army at Doka La in Dok-
lam, also claimed by Bhutan. This 
led to an over-two-month stand-off, 
which was resolved in August after 
both armies retreated from the point 
of  face-off.

However, some news reports say 
the Chinese have built massive infra-
structure in the area close to Doka 
La, which is close to India’s artery 
linking its northeast with the rest of  
the country.

“I believe that in the post-Dok-
lam period, India and China need to 
be talking to each other and convers-
ing with each other much more than 
in the past,” the envoy said.

Bambawale said it was “impor-
tant to talk to each other and not talk 
past each other”. “We must be sensi-
tive to the other side’s concerns. Our 
interaction must be based on equality 
and mutual benefit. 

Also, in the India-China border 
areas, especially at some sensitive 
points, it is important not to change 
the status quo. 

We need to be clear about this,” 
the ambassador said in an apparent 
reference to Doka La.

He pointed out India’s growing 
concerns about the CPEC, which 
cuts through the disputed Kashmir.

“The CPEC passes through 
Indian-claimed territory and hence 
violates our territorial integrity. This 
is a major problem for us.

“We need to talk about it, not 
push it under the carpet. I believe, the 
more we talk to each other, the easier 
it will become to resolve problems.”

He also talked about the wid-
ening trade deficit between both 
countries.

“There are a few issues about 

which, we in India, have been focus-
ing attention on. The foremost is the 
large and growing trade deficit we 
face with China.

“In 2017, the deficit for India is 
likely to be $ 55 billion. India sells 
pharmaceuticals and IT products 
all over the world but not in China. 
Why? For 20 years, we have been 
asking for the Chinese market to be 
opened for our pharmaceutical and 
IT products and services. To no avail. 

What do we make of  this? What 
conclusions should we draw? We 
should discuss such issues frankly 
but also take steps to resolve them.”

He said there was a lot in com-
mon between India and China and 
both countries have common goals.

“India and China also have com-
mon positions on many interna-
tional and global issues. 

The prime example is that of  cli-
mate change. We have been working 
together on this subject in the past 
and under the new international cir-
cumstances it is especially important 
that we continue to work together.”

Jyoti near India Gate.
Sporting a multi-coloured turban, 

Modi personally invited the 10 Asean 
guests to the stage where a Who’s Who 
of  the government, including Kovind and 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
were also seated. 

President Kovind, the commander-in-
chief  of  the armed forces, took his first 
Republic Day salute as the parade was led 
by Army personnel carrying the Asean flag 
and flags of  all 10 Asean nations.

It was followed by military and para-
military contingents, including mounted 

troops from the 61st Cavalry and mecha-
nised columns. Martial music filled the air 
as soldiers drawn from some of  the finest 
military units marched with clockwork 
precision. 

Paramilitary personnel and Delhi Po-
lice also walked, step to step.

The Army’s T-90 tank (Bhishma), Ball-
way Machine Pikate (II/IIK), Brahmos 
Missile System, weapon locating radar 
(Swathi), bridge laying tank T-72, mobile 
base transceiver station and Akash weapon 
system were among the main draws in the 
mechanised columns.

Women BSF of f ic -
ers riding on 26 350CC 
Royal Enfield motorcy-
cles to perform acrobatics 
and daredevil stunts was a 
head turner. There was a 
loud cheer as the “Seema 
Bhawani” contingent per-
formed fish riding, four 
harmony, sapt Rishi, brah-
ma yog guldasta, seema 
prahari and flag march 
pyramid.

It was a first all-women 
contingent -- led by Sub In-
spector Stanzin Noryang, 
an officer from Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Ladakh region -- 
from any force to perform 
biking stunts at the annual 
event.

Making its debut on 
the occasion was the coun-
try’s first indigenously-built 
Weapon System Integrated 
helicopter Rudra, designed 
and developed by the Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd 
(HAL).

After the armed forces 
came state tableaux, dis-
playing India’s oneness 
amid a rich diversity.

The tableau of  All In-
dia Radio featured Modi’s 
monthly address ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’. An Income Tax De-
partment tableau “Swachh 
Dhan” displayed its fight to 
battle black money.

The 90-minute ceremo-
nial parade ended with a 
spectacular fly past by the 
Air Force despite foggy 
conditions. Light combat 
aircraft Tejas, Jaguars and 
MiG-29 manoeuvred in 
various formations over the 
Rajpath skies.

The Sukhoi-30 MKI 
aircraft split upwards, mak-
ing a ‘Trishul’ in the sky, 
and another fighter plane 
performed ‘vertical charlie’ 
manoeuvre over the salut-
ing dais, leaving the specta-
tors in awe.

Fifteen of  the 18 chil-
dren who won the National 
Bravery Award also partici-
pated in the parade. Two 
girls and a boy were given 
the award posthumously.

School children from 
Delhi, Nagpur and Di-
mapur performed dances 
on different themes.

The military parade 
was commanded by Lt. 
Gen. Asit Mistry, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding, 
Headquarters Delhi Area.

Amid fears of  possible 
terror attacks, a tight se-
curity blanket was thrown 
around the national capital 
including the venue. Nearly 
60,000 police and para-
military personnel were 
deployed across Delhi.

Kannur (Kerala), Jan. 26 (IANS): The CPI-
M’s crucial Kannur district party conference 
gets underway here on Saturday during 
which the raging controversy over an alleged 
fraud committed by party state Secretary 
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan’s son in Dubai is 
likely to be discussed.

The Kannur district party unit is the 
home turf of Balakrishnan and also Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. According to 
latest party figures, Kannur district currently 
leads the rest of the country in having the 
largest number of  Communist Party of  
India-Marxist workers.

A media report alleging that Binoy 
Balakrishnan, son of Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, 
had committed Rs 13 crore fraud with a 
Dubai-based company, has triggered a major 
controversy in Kerala. A three-page letter, 
dated January 5, from H.I.A. Al Marzooqi, 
sponsor of the Dubai company, which was 
made available to the media states that he has 
started legal procedures against Binoy for the 
alleged fraud.

On Thursday, the state CPI-M refuted all 
allegations after Binoy produced letters from 
Dubai police and legal authorities that there 
is no case registered against him.

Though for the time being, through these 
new letters, the party appears to have swept 
the issue under the carpet, it is surely set to 

be discussed with the state party Secretary in 
the news for the wrong reason.

Another issue that could surface is of  
P. Jayarajan, the present District Secretary 
of  the party, who has a huge fan following 
in Kannur and was given a dressing down 
by Balakrishnan after the top leadership 
of  the party expressed resentment at 
the way Jayarajan was engaged in “self  
glorifying”.

So with Jayarajan cut up with both 
Balakrishnan and Vijayan, and given the 
huge support base that he has, all eyes are on 
how Jayarajan’s close aides will take up the 
issue of the alleged financial fraud.

And to see that things are kept under 
check, both Balakrishnan and Vijayan will 
be present all through the three-day meeting.

Speaking to the media, Jayarajan on 
Friday said meetings are the place where all 
issues are discussed and it could also be the 
time to introspect.

Leader of  opposition Ramesh Chen-
nithala who raked up the Binoy issue on the 
floor of the assembly this week, on Friday 
speaking at a party meeting in Alappuzha 
said the news “shows the real face” of the 
CPI-M. He said the Left party has to give 
an explanation on what’s happening to the 
party and the way in which the children of  
top leaders are “leading a lavish lifestyle”.

Mumbai, Jan. 26 (IANS): With 
a total of the coveted 10 Padma 
awards to 11 nominees, includ-
ing one posthumously, Mahar-
ashtra has bagged the lion’s share 
of the country’s highest civilian 
awards in 2018.

The awards were announced 
late on Thursday on the eve of  
India’s 69th Republic Day.

The sole Padma Vibhushan 
awardee -- the second highest 
civilian award -- from the state is 
eminent classical singer Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan (Mumbai), while 
sitar maestro Arvind Parikh 
(Mumbai) has been honoured 
with a Padma Bhushan -- the 
third highest civilian award, 
both in the Arts/Music cat-
egory.

The country’s fourth highest 
award -- the Padma Shri -- has 
gone to the legendary medico 
couple (Dr.) Abhay Bang and 
(Dr.) Rani A. Bang, (Gadchiroli) 

both in the category of medicine.
Globally renowned Arvind 

Gupta (Pune) has been honoured 
for his contribution to academ-
ics and literature, actor Manoj 
Joshi (Mumbai) for Arts/Acting, 
and industrialist Rameshwarlal 
Kabra (Mumbai) for Trade/
Industry.

Actor Sisir Purushottam 
Mishra (Mumbai) bags a Padma 
Shri for Arts/Cinema, paraple-
gic swimmer Murlikant Petkar 
(Pune) for Sports/Swimming 
and Dalit writer Panatawane 
Gangadhar (Pune) for Litera-
ture.

A self-taught medical and 
social worker Sampat Ram-
teke (Nagpur) who passed 
away in 2017 has been con-
ferred the Padma Shri post-
humously.

The Padma Awards are given 
in various disciplines, fields like 
arts, social work, public afairs, 

science and engineering, trade 
and industry, medicine, litera-
ture and education, sports, civil 
services, etc.

The Padma Vibhushan is 
awarded for exceptional and dis-
tinguished services, the Padma 
Bhushan for distinguished serv-
ice of high order and the Padma 
Shri for distinguished service in 
any field. 

The Bharat Ratna is the 
country’s highest civilian award, 
is conferred only occasionally.

This year, of a total 85 select-
ed for various awards, three have 
bagged the Padma Vibhushan, 
nine the Padma Bhushan and 
73 Padma Shri, including 14 
women, 16 foreigners and three 
posthumously.

The awards are conferred 
by the President at a ceremonial 
function held at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, usually around March-
April. 

Jaipur, Jan. 26 (PTI): As 
the Congress voiced dis-
pleasure over its president 
Rahul Gandhi being seated 
in the sixth row at the main 
Republic Day event in Del-
hi, senior party leader Sal-
man Khurshid said it was 
“more an issue of  good 
manners than protocols”.

Gandhi attended the 
Republic Day Parade at 
Rajpath and took the desig-
nated sixth-row seat, along 
with Leader of  Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad.

“It’s sad if  those in 
power think somebody’s 
stature is decided by where 
that person is seated,” 
Khurshid said.

Speaking on the side-
lines of  the Jaipur Litera-
ture Festival here, he said 
India values protocols, but 
beyond protocols “there 
is something called good 
manners”.

“Rahu l  Gandh i  i s 
not just a Congress MP 

anymore. He is also the 
president of  India’s larg-
est opposition party. And 
if  the ruling party doesn’t 
understand that position, it 
is unfortunate.” 

Government sources 
said that as per the proto-
col, the Leader of  Opposi-
tion is accorded a seat in 
the seventh row.

Khurshid also said the 
entire matter reflects “how 
much respect the ruling 
party has for the demo-
cratic process”.

The Congress leader 
also spoke about the ongo-
ing protests over the release 
of  Bollywood film “Pad-
maavat”.

“The Supreme Court 
has done what is the obvi-
ous thing to do. This is not 
an isolated judgement for 
one single film, this should 
be taken as a general view 
for the freedom of  expres-
sion. And that applies to 
everybod.” 

The apex court had al-

lowed the release of  the 
film in all states.

He noted that while 
everyone has a right to free 
expression and dissent, it 
should be exercised within 
the walls of  “permissible 
free expression”.

“Dissent is a part of  
freedom of  expression,” 
he said, “just as much as 
the person who wants to 
say something should be 
allowed to say that, there 
are people who have an is-
sue with that person should 
also be allowed to voice it. 
But all of  this should re-
main within the four walls 
of  permissible limits of  free 
expression,” he said.

He said free expression 
that turns violent should 
not be permitted.

“Free expression when 
turns into violence or op-
pression is obviously not 
permissible. We are all 
committed to free expres-
sion and not free oppres-
sion,” he said.

Gurgaon, Jan. 26 (PTI): The na-
tional secretary of  the Shree Karni 
Sena, Suraj Pal Amu, was today ar-
rested by the Gurgaon police for the 
anti-Padmaavat violence here, a police 
official said.

The outfit’s leader was detained 
yesterday for questioning and placed 
under arrest this morning on charges 
of breaching peace in the city. 

He has been sent to a four-day 
judicial custody, Gurgaon Police 
Public Relations Officer Ravinder 
Kumar said.

On Wednesday, a mob attacked a 
school bus with 20 to 25 children on-
board in Gurgaon, where hundreds 
of  violent protesters took to roads 
torching vehicles and destroying 
public property to oppose the film’s 
release.

The protests were led by the Karni 
Sena which has alleged that history 
had been distorted in the Sanjal Leela 
Bhansali- directed period drama.

However, the police have not 

named the Karni Sena in the FIR 
registered in connection with the at-
tack on the school bus and the torch-
ing of a Haryana Roadways bus on 
Sohna road.

“Suraj Pal Amu was detained on 
charges of apprehension of breach of  
peace and tranquillity of an area. 

He had also tried to meet his 
supporters at the MG road. He was 
detained from his residence at DLF 
area in view of the law and order situ-
ation,” Kumar said.

The situation in Gurgaon is peace-
ful and under control.

The administration has appealed 
to residents not to pay heed or spread 
rumours and follow the prohibitory 
orders, the officer said.

“Earlier, 31 protesters were 
arrested for violating prohibitory 
orders under section 144. Of them, 
18 were charged with torching the 
Haryana Roadways bus and pelting 
the school bus with stones,” Kumar 
said.

Chennai,Jan. 26 (PTI): Fundamental 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution is 
non-negotiable, but fundamental duties 
of the citizens are also equally important 
as rights, though non enforceable, the 
Chief Justice of the Madras High Court 
Indira Banerjee said today.

“We have a duty to renounce practis-
es derogatory to the dignity of women, to 
protect and improve forests, lakes,rivers 
and wildlife, to have compassion for liv-
ing creatures, to develop humanism, to 
safeguard public property and to obscure 
violence,” she said in her Republic Day 
address at the High Court campus here.

Apart from this, one should take a 
pledge to have equal respect to all faiths, 
beliefs and religions, ensure equality of  
status and opportunity, ensure the dig-
nity of  individual, integrity of  nation, 
she said. 

Earlier, the Chief Justice spoke for 
about a minute in Tamil during the Re-
public Day celebrations.

The Chief  Justice reminded the 

people that just as they are conscious of  
their fundamental rights, they should be 
equally conscious about their duties as 
incorporated in the Constitution.

She said it was the duty of citizens 
to abide by the Constitution and respect 
its ideals and institutions, respect the 
national flag and anthem, cherish and 
follow noble ideals which inspired the 
freedom struggle, uphold and protect 
the sovereignty, unity and integrity of  
India, defend the country and render 
national service required upon to do so, 
promote harmony and spirit of brother-
hood among people, transcending reli-
gious, linguistic, regional and sectional 
diversities. 

“While we celebrate Republic day 
today, we salute all those great freedom 
fighters who made immense sacrifices to 
make this day a reality, we should pledge 
to have equal respect to all faiths, beliefs 
and religions, ensure equality of status 
and opportunity, ensure the dignity of in-
dividual, integrity of nation,” she added.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, January 27, 2018

AP/PTI

Firefighters work as smoke billows from a hospital in Miryang, South 
Korea, Friday, Jan. 26, 2018.

41 killed in South 
Korean hospital blaze

US slaps sanctions on six Taliban; Haqqani militants Kissinger rejects ‘freeze-for-freeze’ with North Korea

Abbasi hails benefits from Belt and Road plan

Russia denies US accusations of toxic attack in SyriaChina to establish international 
courts to deal with BRI cases 

Trump ‘tried to sack Russia inquiry chief’ 

Western media propagandist, Indian media should 
have own sources in Afghanistan — Hamid Karzai 

NEWS IN BRIEF
6 killed as rocket hits house in 
Afghanistan
Kabul, Jan. 26 (IANS): Six members of a family were 
killed and two injured when a rocket hit their home in 
Afghanistan’s Ghazni province on Friday, the police 
said. The incident took place in Qara Baghi area of the 
province, Tolo News reported, citing a statement by the 
police. According to the statement, the rocket was fired 
by the Taliban. However, the terrorist group denied 
carrying out the strike and said the house was hit by 
Afghan security forces.  Hassan Reza Yusufi, member of  
the Ghazni Provincial Council, also blamed the country’s 
security forces for the incident. He said a military 
operation was ongoing more than three kilometres from 
the area.

Huge cache of weapons seized in Pakistan
Islamabad, Jan. 26 (IANS): Pakistani security forces 
seized a huge cache of weapons and explosives in the 
northwest tribal region of Orakzai Agency on Friday. 
The security forces conducted an operation on receiving 
secret information and raided a house in the lower part 
of Orakzai Agency, one of Pakistan’s seven mountainous 
tribal regions located near the Pakistan-Afghan border, 
Xinhua news agency reported. During the search of the 
house, the security forces found 48 rockets, 50 missiles, 
rocket launchers, anti-tank mines, 12 rocket-propelled 
grenades and ready-to-use bombs. Hundreds of  live 
bullets and two wireless sets were also confiscated from 
the site. Militants reportedly hid the weapons before 
fleeing the house. The security personnel launched 
another search operation in the adjoining areas for further 
seizures. 

27 hurt in school bus-car collision 
in France
Paris, Jan. 26 (IANS): At least 27 people were injured 
after a car crashed in a school bus in Gers region of  
southwest France on Thursday, authorities said. The 
accident occurred at 12:48 local time in Manciet 
commune, Gers. The 27 wounded people have been 
hospitalised, Xinhua quoted Gers prefecture as saying. 
French television channel BFMTV earlier reported 
that at least 31 people were injured in the collision. 
The car driver did not respect the priority of transport 
and crashed into the school bus carrying 45 students, it 
reported. Last month, a train smashed into a school bus 
on a crossing level in southern France, killing at least six 
school children.

Landmine kills 24 in fresh Mali attack 
Bamako, Jan. 26 (PTI/AFP): Twenty-four people 
including mothers and babies were killed today when 
their vehicle ran over a landmine in central Mali, local 
residents said. The deaths brought the number of  
fatalities linked to Mali’s jihadist insurgency to 33 in 
24 hours, most of them civilians. The victims had been 
travelling from neighbouring Burkina Faso for a weekly 
market in Boni, local officials said. The blast occurred 
nine kilometres (five miles) from the town. Local officials 
had earlier given a provisional toll of  13 dead, made 
up of civilians from Mali and Burkina Faso. Another 
unnamed local official said that the vehicle was carrying 
seven traders from Burkina Faso as well as Malians. In 
a separate development, a Malian army source said five 
“terrorists” and two soldiers were killed Thursday when 
a security post came under attack in Youwarou, in the 
centre of the country. Another attack, at Ngomakoura, 
also in central Mali, was repelled and there were 
no casualties, the source said. Thirty-six gendarmes 
stationed in Ngomakoura deserted last week and face a 
court martial in Bamako. Yesterday, security sources said 
two customs officers were killed in a suspected jihadist 
attack at a market in the small village of Toubakoro, some 
200 kilometres (125 miles) north of the capital. 

Seoul, Jan. 26 (IANS): At 
least 41 persons have been 
killed and dozens injured on 
Friday in a fire that engulfed 
a hospital in South Korea, 
media reports said.

The blaze occurred at 
the Sejong Hospital in 
Miryang city. It started 
around 7.30 a.m. in an 
emergency room of  the 
hospital, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Firefighters took about 
one hour and 40 minutes 
to put out the blaze, which 
started when there were ap-
proximately 200 people in 
the building, Yonhap news 
agency quoted an official 
as saying. 

According to Yonhap, 
93 patients from the nursing 
home were safely evacu-
ated. Fire chief Choi Man-
woo told reporters that the 
cause of the fire was not yet 
known.

Jaipur, Jan. 26 (IANS): Terming 
the Western media propagandist, 
former Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai said on Friday that India, 
for whom he had a special mes-
sage on its 69th Republic Day, 
should develop its own sources 
in his country, even as he termed 
US President Donald Trump’s aid 
cut to Pakistan “a bit too late but 
welcome”.

“You see the western media, 
from the very beginning, was all 
about bringing out the negatives of  
Afghanistan. It’s a country with a 
great civilization and a lot there is 
positive and good. 

We are a nation, we are people 
with history and a way of life, with 
deep cultural associations and all 
things that we should cherish,” 
Karzai told IANS in a freewheel-
ing interview on the sidelines of  
the Zee Jaipur Literature Festival, 
depreciating the Western media’s 
penchant for ignoring his country’s 
positive aspects.

“The conflict (with the Tali-
ban) is of  course there and we 
have seen the result of  the con-

flict but the stories of  disunity 
and divide are largely made up 
and kind of  promoted for all 
reasons. 

One of the reasons is the im-
pact (negative reporting) can have 
on India and therefore it is very 
very important that India should 
develop its own sources of infor-
mation in Afghanistan. It should 
focus on indigenous reporting from 
Afghanistan rather than carrying 
news from AP, The New York 
Times and other Western sources,” 
Karzai maintained.

He further asserted that the 
majority of  misreporting from 
Afghanistan was done to spread 
propaganda and referred in this 
context to the narcotics trade 
that is constantly being reported 
on.

“We are not to blame (for 
narcotics). We suffered its con-
sequences. I will give you an 
example. They say the Afghan 
narcotic trade producess any-
where between 60 to 150 bil-
lion dollars. Now if  this is the 
Afghan trade how come we are 

so poor? Imagine a hundred and 
fifty billion dollars in Afghani-
stan, it would be a hell of  a rich 
country like the US. So where is 
the money going? The UN says 
that out of  the 150 billion dollar 
narcotic trade, only four billion 
dollars goes to Afghanistan. So 
where is the rest? Where has the 
(remaining) 146 billion dollars 
gone? Where? Of  course, to the 
international market and western 
banks” Karzai contended.

There have also been allega-
tions against some of  Karzai’s 
close associates, including his 
brother Ahmed Wali Karzai, for 
allegedly making profits from the 
narcotics trade and promoting it in 
the country.

Responding to a question on 
such allegations, he said: “It was a 
tool to pressurise me by the Ameri-
can government. 

To silence me against civilian 
casualties and when they were 
trying to force to stop and end the 
use of  private security firms that 
they had deployed in Afghanistan. 
Then they began to tackle me and 

this seemed the best tool for them.”
His message for India?
“India is a great country, India 

is known around the world as a 
place where even the biggest of  
cultures and ways of life come and 
assimilate over centuries. This is 
then seen in the world as an Indian 
commodity. 

This should be kept in mind 
and India as a rising power must 
be a beacon of hope and peace to 
the world and away from conflict 
or policies that create conflicts.” 

Karzai used a Farsi phrase, 
“Der aayen, durust aayen” to 
describe Trump’s recent announce-
ment of cutting down aid to Paki-
stan, saying: “It’s a bit too late but 
welcome.” He also maintained that 
“if  the action is taken correctly, 
they (the Pakistan government) 
will have to pay heed”.

He also maintained that the 
United Nations and other interna-
tional agencies can play a major 
role in Afghanistan but they must 
not undermine Afghan enterprise 
itself.

“The United Nations can play 

a great role in Afghanistan. We 
welcome the presence of  inter-
national organisations but the 
international organisations and 
their role in Afghanistan must 
not undermine Afghan enterprise 
itself. It should not undermine our 
own initiation on vitalities and our 
own seeking of things. 

It must not work to promote 
dependence on the West among 
people in Afghanistan. The 
NGOs right now, by the way, 
are doing just that -- creating 
dependence. These are the things 
that will enable us to further our 
own abilities and aspirations,” 
Karzai said.

The former Afghan President, 
who earlier addressed a packed 
house at the Zee Jaipur Literature 
Festival, further contended that the 
past 40 years of conflict in Afghani-
stan (that began with the Soviet 
invasion in 1979) has, no doubt, 
pushed the country down but even 
so, “we are still a very thriving and 
hardworking society for literature 
and poetry and productions of  
books and translations”.

Moscow, Jan. 26 (IANS): Moscow 
deemed as unfounded slander the US 
accusations that Russia or the Syr-
ian government was responsible for a 
toxic gas attack in the Eastern Ghouta 
suburb of Damascus earlier this week.

On Tuesday, a number of  high-
ranking US officials accused Moscow 
and Damascus of organising the toxic 
chlorine gas attack on Monday.  The 
White Helmets civil defense rescue 
force reported that 13 civilians were 
injured in the incident.

The Russian ministry stressed that 

there had been no proof of the attack, 
other than the report by the “notori-
ous White Helmets, which have long 
collaborated with terrorist groups and 
completely discredited themselves by 
provocations and the constant spread 
of outright lies.” 

The US accused Russia of unwill-
ingness to investigate incidents with 
toxic substances in Syria, although the 
US itself obstructed an objective inves-
tigation, said the ministry.

The US and its allies have been con-
stantly blocking the Russian proposal to 

adopt a United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolution or a statement of its chair-
man condemning the acts of chemical 
terrorism in the Middle East, where 
militants not only use toxic chemicals, 
but also acquired capabilities to make 
warfare agents by themselves, said the 
ministry.

“We advise Washington to ponder, 
where its path of  scrapping relations 
with Russia could lead and whether 
this meets the interests of the Ameri-
can people,” the ministry was quoted 
as saying.

Beijing, Jan. 26 (PTI): Chi-
na has decided to set up 
three international courts to 
deal with disputes related to 
its multi-billion dollar Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), 
under which it is making 
massive investments, ac-
cording to official media 
here today.

The Chinese Supreme 
People’s Court will set up in-
ternational courts in Beijing, 
Xi’an, the capital of Shaanxi 
Province and Shenzhen, 
state run Global Times re-
ported. The Xi’an court 
in Northwest China will 
handle cases related to the 
Silk Road and the Shenzhen 
court in South China with 
those related to Maritime 
Silk Road disputes. Beijing 
will be the headquarters.

The courts will weigh 
litigation, arbitration and 
mediation; providing legal 
support and solving initiative 
disputes, the report quoted 
another official Beijing Busi-
ness News as saying.

The plan to establish 
a mechanism to legally re-
solve trade and investment 
disputes arising from issues 
related to the BRI was ap-
proved during the second 

meeting of  the Leading 
Group for Deepening Over-
all Reform in the Congress 
of  the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC).

China says over 60 
countries have signed up 
for BRI investments. The 
BRI includes the China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), over which India 
has protested as it traverses 
through Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK).

Proposed by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, the 
BRI focuses on connectivity 
and cooperation between 
Eurasian countries, prima-
rily with China. It is not yet 
clear how the three courts 
will deal with cases from dif-
ferent countries which have 
diverse legal system.

Members of  the group 
had called for equal protec-
tion of  the rights of  both 
Chinese and foreign parties 
to create a stable, fair and 
transparent law-based busi-
ness environment, the report 
said.

China plans to build a 
mechanism for every coun-
try’s benefit and based on 
respect for everyone’s legal 
systems, he said.

Washington, Jan. 26 (PTI): 
The Trump administration 
today slapped sanctions on 
six Taliban and the Haqqani 
network leaders and pressed 
Pakistan to work with the 
US to deny militants safe 
havens on its soil and ag-
gressively target their fund-
raising activities.

The Haqqani network 
has carried out a number 
of  kidnappings and attacks 
against US interests in Af-
ghanistan. It has also been 
blamed for several deadly 
attacks against Indian in-
terests in Afghanistan, 
including the 2008 bomb-
ing of  the Indian mission 
in Kabul that killed 58 
people.

In a scathing attack on 
Pakistan, US President Don-
ald Trump, in his first tweet 
of  2018, had accused it of  

“lies and deceit” and of fool-
ing US leaders while shelter-
ing terrorists.

The latest action by the 
US was taken against four 
Taliban leaders -- Abdul 
Samad Sani, Abdul Qadeer 
Basir Abdul Baseer, Hafiz 
Mohammed Popalzai and 
Maulawi Inayatullah -- and 
two Haqqani leaders Fa-
qir Muhammad and Gula 
Khan Hamidi. All the six 
militants have been desig-
nated as global terrorists 
by the US’ Department of  
Treasury.

In early 2017, Sani sent 
weapons to Taliban mem-
bers who later attacked an 
Afghan National Police 
(ANP) patrol, killing an 
ANP officer and wounding 
two others. Sani served as 
the Taliban’s deputy finance 
commissioner, and also as 

the governor for the Afghan 
Central Bank during the 
Taliban regime.

Last year, Baseer pro-
vided Taliban commanders 
with tens of  thousands of  
dollars for attacks in Kunar 
province of Afghanistan. In 
2016, he hosted meetings 
with leaders of the Taliban 
to convince them to sup-
port then supreme leader of  
the Taliban Mullah Akhtar 
Mohammad Mansur. He 
served as the treasurer for the 
Taliban in Peshawar.

He was the financial ad-
visor to the Taliban’s Pesha-
war Military Council and 
head of the Taliban’s Pesha-
war Financial Commission 
in 2010. He personally deliv-
ers money from the Taliban’s 
leadership Shura to Taliban 
groups in Pakistan. Popalzai 
has served for several years 

at the Taliban Finance Com-
mission and was in-charge 
of  the Taliban’s finances 
for southern and western 
Afghanistan, including Qan-
dahar, Helmand, Nimroz, 
Herat, Zabul, Uruzgan and 
Farah provinces.

For several years, Faqir 
has been a major fundraiser 
for the Haqqani network. 
In 2014, Hamidi agreed 
to facilitate travel for a 
Haqqani network-affiliated 
Uzbek extremist and his 
associates from Pakistan to 
Turkey.   

In 2014, he likely facili-
tated the transfer of  funds 
from the Haqqani network 
to a Pakistan-based Uzbek 
extremist. Hamidi planned 
to send funds to Germans 
located with the Haqqani 
network in Pakistan, US 
authorities said.

Washington, Jan. 26 (IANS): Former 
US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
has said he does not believe North Ko-
rea will abandon its nuclear weapons 
in exchange for a suspension of  the 
US joint military exercises with South 
Korea.

“A freeze-for-freeze under which 
Washington and Seoul would sus-
pend their regular military exercises 
in exchange for the North halting its 
nuclear and ballistic missile testing 
will not... fulfil this purpose or even 
advance it,” Kissinger said on Thurs-
day before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee on the security challenges 
facing the US.

“That would equate legitimate 
security operations with activities 
which have been condemned by the 
UN Security Council for decades,” 
he was quoted as saying Yonhap news 
agency. 

“And it would encourage demands 
for additional restraints on, and per-
haps the dismantling of, America’s 

alliances in the region.”
Kissinger, who served under the 

administrations of  Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford in the 1970s, said the 
“most immediate challenge to interna-
tional peace and security is posed by 
North Korea”.

A freeze, pushed by China and 
Russia, would also give legitimacy to 
North Korea’s nuclear establishment 
and results of  its previous tests, he 
said.

“Paradoxically, it is only after 
Pyongyang has achieved nuclear and 
intercontinental missile breakthroughs 
accompanied by threatening asser-
tions and demonstrations, that meas-
ures to thwart these activities have 
begun to be applied.” 

The former US Secretary of State 
said there has been some success in 
the Donald Trump administration’s 
“maximum pressure” campaign to 
curb the North’s nuclear ambitions, 
but added there has been “no break-
through”.

“North Korea acquired nuclear 
weapons to assure its regime’s sur-
vival. To give them up would be tan-
tamount to suicide for them,” he said. 

“An outcome that was widely 
considered unacceptable is now on 
the verge of  becoming irreversible,” 
Kissenger said.

 He called for an agreement on 
Korea’s future through the revival 
of  the now-stalled six-party talks or 
a separate forum led by the US and 
China. That, he said, would be the 
“best road to the denuclearization of  
the Korean peninsula”.

“Interim steps towards full denu-
clearization may well be part of  an 
eventual negotiation,” Kissinger said. 
“But they need to be steps towards this 
ultimate goal: the dismantlement of  
Pyongyang’s existing arsenal.”

The mistake of  past negotiations, 
which only helped North Korea buy 
time to advance its weapons devel-
opment, must not be repeated, he 
added.

Davos, Jan. 26 (IANS): 
Infrastructure building in 
key projects of  the China-
proposed Belt and Road 
Initiative has benefited Paki-
stan and regional countries, 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has 
said.

In an interview on 
Thursday with business 
journal Nikkei Asian Re-
view, Abbasi introduced 
the two core concepts of the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), namely, 
financial sustainability and 
environmental conserva-
tion.

“All projects are basi-
cally done on these two 

principles,” the Pakistani 
Prime Minister told the 
journal on the sidelines 
of  the World Economic 
Forum annual meeting in 
Davos.

The CPEC is a network 
of  highways, railways, 
pipelines and optical ca-
bles, and a flagship project 
under the Belt and Road 
Initiative proposed by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
in 2013.

Abbasi said that with 
infrastructure building and 
enhanced public security 
along the corridor, foreign 
companies will have more 
confidence to invest in Pa-
kistan. 

Improved roads will 
also facilitate more effi-
cient power generation and 
lower-cost transportation, 
he added.

Abbasi noted that the 
progress of  work on the 
country’s southwest Gwadar 
Port, a key project under the 
CPEC, will bring benefits 
not only to Pakistan, but to 
neighbouring Central Asian 
countries.

The  na t iona l  deb t 
would not necessarily in-
crease from the project 
construction as an inde-
pendent body will shoulder 
the loans in most cases, Ab-
basi said, arguing the debt 
concern is not “a correct 

perception”.
The 3,000-kilometre-

long corridor starts from 
China’s Kashgar in the 
west and ends at Pakistan’s 
Gwadar, aiming to promote 
economic cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan 
in sectors of  energy, trans-
portation, infrastructure and 
industry.

The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative aims to achieve policy, 
infrastructure, trade, finan-
cial and people-to-people 
connectivity along and be-
yond ancient Silk Road trade 
routes, thus building a new 
platform for international 
cooperation to create new 
drivers of growth.

Washington, Jan. 26 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump ordered 
the firing of  Robert Mueller, the 
special counsel overseeing the 
Russia investigation, last June but 
ultimately backed down after his 
White House counsel threatened 
to resign over the move, a media 
report said.

After receiving the President’s 
order to sack Mueller, White House 
counsel Donald McGahn refused to 
ask the Justice Department to dis-
miss the special counsel, saying he 
would quit instead, the New York 
Times reported on Thursday citing 
people familiar with the matter. 

However, Trump denied the re-
port on Friday when asked about it 
during the World Economic Forum 
in the Swiss town of  Davos, where 
he is due to give a speech later.

“Fake News. Typical New York 
Times. Fake Stories,” Trump told 
reporters.

According to the Times, Mc-
Gahn told senior White House 
officials that firing Mueller would 
have a “catastrophic effect” on 
Trump’s presidency. He also told 
officials that Trump would not fol-
low through on the dismissal on his 
own. The President then backed off.

McGahn, a long time Repub-
lican campaign finance lawyer in 
Washington who served on the Fed-
eral Election Commission, was the 
top lawyer on Trump’s campaign. 
He has been involved in nearly 
every key decision the President has 
made -- like the firing of  former FBI 
Director James Comey - that was 
being scrutinized by Mueller.

The White House counsel was 
also concerned that firing Mueller 
would incite more questions about 
whether the Trump campaign was 
trying to obstruct the investiga-
tion into Russian meddling in the 
2016 presidential elections, CNN 
reported.

The President and Russia have 
repeatedly denied the accusation.

Mueller, a former Federal Bu-
reau of  Investigation Director, was 
appointed special counsel last May 
to look into the collusion allega-
tions.

The special counsel learned of  
his near-dismissal in recent months, 
while his team interviewed past and 
present White House officials, the 
Times reported.

“We decline to comment out of  
respect for the Office of  the Special 
Counsel and its process,” White 

House lawyer Ty Cobb said.
Two people told the Times that 

Trump expressed concern over three 
possible conflicts of  interest, includ-
ing a dispute Mueller had involving 
the Trump National Golf  Club, the 
law firm Mueller previously had 
worked at acted for the President’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner and the 
fact that Mueller had recently been 
interviewed to head the FBI.

The discussion over Mueller’s 
potential conflicts of  interest in 
June 2017 arose following reports 
that Mueller was looking into a 
possible obstruction of  justice case.

Reacting to the Times’ story, 
Democratic Senator Mark Warner 
on the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee said: “Firing the special counsel 
is a red line that the President can-
not cross.”

Former White House Com-
munications Director Anthony 
Scaramucci dismissed the report 
on Thursday, calling it “totally ir-
relevant”.

On Wednesday, Trump said he 
was “looking forward” to being 
interviewed by Mueller in the in-
vestigation into the alleged Russian 
meddling. “I would do it under 
oath,” he said.

Pictures from the scene 
showed the building en-
gulfed by heavy grey smoke 
as well as patients being 

rescued. It is South Korea’s 
deadliest fire in almost a 
decade and the toll is ex-
pected to rise, the BBC 

said.
Several of  the injured 

were reported to be critical.
Most patients at the 

hospital were either of  
cerebrovascular disease or 
stroke. Most victims died 
from smoke inhalation, 
reports said.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in convened an 
emergency meeting and or-
dered a thorough response 
to the blaze. 

Miryang is about 270 
km south-east of the capital 
here. The hospital has been 
operating since 2008.

 The nursing home and 
hospital between them have 
about 200 beds. About 35 
medical staff  work at the 
hospital, according to the 
government official.

Friday’s blaze comes 
just a month after 29 people 
were killed in Jecheon in a 
blaze at a public gym.
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A
t the forthcoming 
edition of Lakme 
Fashion Week (LFW), 
IMG Reliance in 
collaboration with the 

United Nations in India will host 
an action-oriented dialogue on the 
northeastern region (NER) followed 
by a curated show featuring six sus-
tainable fashion designers from the 
region on Sustainable Fashion Day 
on February 1.

The five-day fashion week will 
start on January 31 and day two will 
be dedicated to textiles and sustain-
able fashion.

The collaboration with the Unit-
ed Nations in India aims to boost 

the local sustainable economy of the 
NER. It is an attempt to showcase 
the exciting potential of the region to 
mainstream stakeholders, including 
brands and designers.

At the show, the six featured 
designers will tap into an evoca-
tive tradition of weaves to propel 
movement towards creating supply 
chain frameworks that can provide 
sustainable livelihoods for artisans 
and bridge the gap between the NER 
and industry stakeholders.

Several leading champions doing 
transformational work in sustain-
ability will be part of this dialogue 
that will be led by Yuri Afanasiev, 
Resident Coordinator, United Na-

tions in India.
“At the United Nations, we see 

the northeast as not only an abun-
dant source of natural resources 
but also a powerhouse of economic 
opportunity. The Lakme Fashion 
Week is a great showcase for the rich 
cultural heritage of this remarkable 
region. 

“We are proud to support 
creative young designers from the 
Northeast and hopeful that this 
dialogue will provide a framework 
for sustainable production and 
consumption practices that promote 
livelihoods through creation of  
modern and stable supply chains,” 
Afanasiev said.

Designers from six of the eight 
northeast states (Manipur, Assam, 
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Tripura and 
Arunachal Pradesh) will champion 
their work with artisans and are part 
of the curated showcase by IMG 
Reliance.

The designers are Daniel Syiem, 
Kuzu, Jenjum Gadi x Exotic Echo 
Society, Khumantem, Tilla by Ar-
atrik and Sonam Dubal.

Jaspreet Chandok, Vice Presi-
dent and Fashion Head, IMG 
Reliance, said: “We are glad that 
we have developed a platform to 
engage key stakeholders and work 
towards building the economy of  
the North East. To create a call to 

action for structuring collaboration 
models between the north-east and 
the industry has greatly excited all 
of  us. We are happy to initiate these 
meaningful dialogues and interven-
tions and to highlight the real and 
solid actions taken by industry 
leaders as well as build conviction 
on the need to invest in the long-
term sustainable development of the 
northeast.”

“We thank the United Nations in 
India for their support and are also 
excited about IMG Reliance’s col-
laboration with the British Council 
and Fashion Revolution to support 
a designer and her craft from the 
northeast,” he added.

The British Council’s global 
Crafting Futures programme will 
be coming to India in collaboration 
with IMG Reliance and Fashion 
Revolution, an organisation that 
celebrates fashion as a positive influ-
ence while also scrutinising industry 
practices and raising awareness of  
the most pressing issues facing the 
fashion industry. 

This collaboration brings British 
designer Bethany Williams and 
Indian designer Aratrik Dev Varman 
of the Tilla label together to explore 
new fashion systems and approaches 
with female textile artisans in the 
NER. 

IANS

D
isgraced Hollywood pro-
ducer Harvey Weinstein 
has been sued by his 
former personal assistant 
for discrimination and 

harassment.
Sandeep Rehal, who worked as 

Weinstein’s personal assistant from 2013 
to 2015, has registered Harvey and his 
brother Bob and The Weinstein Com-

pany as defendants in the lawsuit filed on 
Thursday in the New York federal court, 

reports metro.co.uk.
“For over two years Rehal was forced 

to work in a pervasive and severe sexually 
hostile work environment at The Weinstein 
Company LLC and The Weinstein Co 
Holdings LLC, defined by endless of-

fensive, degrading and sexually harassing 
actions, statements and touching at the 

hands of her boss, Harvey Wein-
stein,” read the filing. 

In the documents, Rehal 

said: “Much of Rehal’s work as an employee 
of TWC involved catering to Harvey Wein-
stein’s sexual appetites and activities and 
catering to his demeaning and often abusive 
family members. Rehal was required to be 
involved in and aware of the preparations 
for, and clean up after, Harvey Weinstein’s 
extremely prolific sexual encounters.” 

Rehal claims that she had to keep a list of  
Weinstein’s “girls” and set up an apartment 
close to his New York office for his sexual 
liaisons. 

She was also forced to clean up the se-
men on the couch in Harvey Weinstein’s of-
fice. “This happened on a regular basis, three 
or so times a week when Harvey Weinstein 
was in New York.” 

In response to the lawsuit, Weinstein’s 
spokeswoman said, “Weinstein categori-
cally denies these claims and his lawyers will 
respond in the appropriate legal forum with 
evidence proving they are untrue.” 

IANS

M
usicians 
Kendrick 
Lamar 
and The 
Weeknd 

will be collaborating for the 
soundtrack of the upcom-
ing film “Black Panther” 
after their last joint venture 
“Sidewalks” for The 
Weend’s latest album 
“Starboy”.

The Weeknd first 
teased the collaboration to 
his followers on his Insta-
gram account, sharing an 

image of the comic book 
version of the superhero 
without a caption, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

However, the title of  
the track is not known yet.

Talking about his 
collaboration with Lamar, 
The Weeknd called him “a 
genius.” 

He said: “I played 
him songs, the ‘Starboy’ 
theme, of  course, which 
he incorporated into his 
verse. He would just walk 
around, we had food and 

he’s writing his verse in 
his head. He’d go to his 
phone, look at it a few, 
put it back in, start walk-
ing around. He then at 
one point went into the 
studio booth, closed the 
door and I could hear him 
yelling his verse.” 

“Black Panther” sound-
track album is scheduled 
for a February 9 release, 
while the movie is set to 
open in India on February 
16. 

IANS

S
inger Cher expressed her sentiments 
about US Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders style and shamed her for her 
everyday wear on Twitter.

“Would someone please tell Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders to stop dressing like a sister 
wife,” Cher has said, reports foxnews.com.

The singer illustrated her tweet with an im-
age of two women in stereotypical clothing. 

In the photo the women also sport braids, 
plain lace-up shoes and high-neck dresses with 
long sleeves and puffy shoulders.

One Twitter user wasn’t pleased with the 
singer’s fashion criticism and lashed back at the 
71-year-old by sharing an image of Cher at the 
2017 Billboard Awards when the singer per-
formed in a barely-there diamond ensemble with 
a sheer and sequined innerwear and blond wig.

IANS

K
orn frontman Jonathan Davis 
has released the first song 
from his upcoming debut 
solo album, following a teaser 
released earlier this week.

What It Is will feature on Davis’ as-yet-
untitled album, due for release this summer 
via Sumerian Records.

“It took 10 years, and I’m so glad this 
project is finally out,” says Jonathan Davis 
about the album. “It is something that is 
very close to me and I’m excited for the 
world to finally hear it. This time, I’m 

pulling something out of the audience. 
I’ve bared my soul for so fucking long, I 
thought it’d be really cool to pull listeners 
in a different direction for once.”

Speaking about the What It Is’ sound, 
Davis says he’s taking listeners “out of  
that dark place and into somewhere that’s 
spiritual, positive, and makes them really 
think.

“It’s just art. I’ve changed lives with 
Korn, but I wanted to open minds with 
this s**t.”

Teamrock.com

V
eteran Ben-
gali film actress 
Supriya Devi 
died at her 
South Kolkata 

residence on Friday follow-
ing a massive heart attack, 
family sources said. She 
was 85.

Supriya Devi is sur-
vived by her daughter.

“She felt unwell around 
6.20 a.m. She was in the 
bathroom then. When 
doctors were called, they 
declared her dead,” they 
said.

Born on January 
8, 1933, in Mitkina in 

erstwhile Burma (now 
Myanmar), Supriya Devi 
was one of  the leading 
figures of  the golden 
era of  Bengali cinema 
that saw her straddle the 
screen space with great 
aplomb alongside the 
late Uttam Kumar and 
Suchitra Sen. 

Soumitra Chatterjee 
and Sabitri Chatterjee now 
remain the few surviving 
representatives of that 
generation.

Supriya Devi was also 
the live-in partner of Uttam 
Kumar.

IANS

Singer Rita Ora, who stars as Mia in “Fifty Shades” 
franchise, says “Fifty Shades Freed” will feature plenty 
of heart-stopping scenes. “I was really excited because I 
definitely had a bigger part in the movie, and I ended up 
loving each and every one of the cast and crew, includ-
ing Dakota Johnson (Anastasia Steele) and Jamie Dornan 
(Christian Grey), and everyone was super supportive of one 
another,” said Ora. Ora says it was “sad wrapping up” for 
the film, reports femalefirst.co.uk. “It’s definitely way more 
thriller-y than anything. It’s got moments of my getting 
kidnapped. There’s fighting scenes. It’s really great,” she 
said.  (IANS)

Rita Ora says ‘Fifty Shades Freed’ is darker

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Padmaavat 
(Hindi) 3D

8 pm: Padmaavat (hindi) 2D 

‘Action Northeast’ initiative to focus on region at LFW

Weinstein sued by former 
assistant for harassment

Stewart Parvin frontrunner to 
design Meghan Markle’s dress

Kendrick Lamar, The Weeknd 
to collaborate for ‘Black Panther’

When Cher took a swipe at Sanders’ fashion Veteran Bengali actress 
Supriya Devi dead

Korn’s 
Jonathan 
Davis releases 
new solo song 
‘What It Is’

F
ashion designer Stew-
art Parvin is report-
edly the frontrunner to 
design actress Meghan 
Markle’s wedding 

dress.
Online bookmaker Betfair 

has made Parvin who has been 
Queen Elizabeth’s dressmaker 
since 2000 and the designer of  
Zara Phillips’ 2011 bridal gown, 
a favourite to make the former 
“Suits” star’s outfit for her nup-
tials to Prince Harry on May 19, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

After Parvin, designers 
Roland Moure, Erdem, Issa, Al-
exander McQueen and Burberry 
are also are in the race. 

Israeli wedding dress 
designer Inbal Dror has 
earlier been talked about as 

Markle’s potential dress designer, 
but the bookie is yet to price them 
up.

Dror was said to have been 
asked to provide a drawing for 
the Royal Family, sparking specu-
lation the bridal gown designer 
could be set to make the 36-year-
old star’s outfit.

Accord-
ing to a 

source, singer-turned-fashion 
designer Victoria Beckham was 
said to be keen to make Markle’s 
dress. 

In March 2016, Markle said 
that she is a big fan of “whimsi-
cal or subtly romantic” wedding 
gowns.

“Classic and simple is the 
name of the game, perhaps with 

a modern twist. Per-
sonally prefer wed-

ding dresses that 
are whimsical 

or subtly 
romantic,” 
she said. 

IANS
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Saina Nehwal

The final four winners with the officials and organisers after the wrestling meet on Jan. 24.

Barcelona’s forward Lionel Messi controls the ball during the Spanish Copa del Rey quarter-final second 
leg football match against Espanyol on Jan. 25.

Jose Mourinho

Travis Head anchored a shaky Australian run chase with a polished 96.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1716            SUD0KU 1556
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1715

ACROSS
1. Nebraska city
6. Self-defense technique
10. Festivities
14. More wicked
15. University (abbrev.)
16. Plant like a cuckoopint
17. Pertaining to the dorsal bone 

of the pelvis
18. 10 cents
19. World War 2 English singer 

____ Lynn
20. Virtual tie
22. Belonging to the longest river 

in western Europe
24. Mats
25. Frenzied female dancers
26. “Carved” on a rotating 

machine
29. Cut down
30. Heavily spiced stew
31. Recent past
37. Cannot (Scottish)
39. River in Scotland
40. Form of singing
41. Interposes
44. Actor ____ Lugosi
45. Male sheep
46. Equitably
48. Sunshine State
52. Muslim chieftain
53. Act of resting
54. Preliminary conflict
58. Semitic people
59. Composer ____ Stravinsky
61. Dining room furniture
62. Legal term: ____ contendre
63. Starchy edible root

64. Labor association
65. Abnormal membranous 

sac
66. Biblical garden
67. Beings 
DOWN
1. Roman poet (43BC-18AD)
2. 5280 feet
3. Inter ____
4. “Ear speaker”
5. ______ology
6. Biblical betrayer
7. Entity
8. Not bright
9. Overwhelm with reverence
10. Actor _____ McLeod
11. Field of conflict or activity

12. Enticed 
13. Gather
21. Current
23. Unit of electrical inductance
25. Polyphonic musical church 

composition
26. Gene positions
27. MASH star ____ Alda
28. Shade of color
29. Milliseconds
32. Fluid under the skin
33. Large, sometimes 

ferocious dogs
34. City in Yemen
35. Shout
36. Kill
38. Sharp edge at the meeting 

of 2 surfaces 
42. Green or violet gem 

mineral
43. Half
47. Moral excellence
48. French currency
49. “Bad Bad _____ Brown”
50. Semi-precious gems
51. Mechanical man
52. Ohio city
54. Achy
55. Long-billed tropical wading 

bird
56. Fruit of the blackthorn 

shrub
57. Female chickens
60. Roam about aimlessly

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1555

Barcelona through to Cup semis 
as Philippe Coutinho makes debut

Indonesia Masters: Saina 
sinks Sindhu to sail into semis

All-round Australia avoid whitewash in 4th ODI against England

Mourinho feels Sanchez 
move not money driven

Ao Students’ Union Dimapur 
‘quarter marathon’ on Jan. 29

Wrestling meet held at Khezhakeno

Barcelona, Jan. 26 (AFP): 
Lionel Messi scored what 
proved to be the winner as 
Barcelona beat Espanyol 
2-0 to reach the Copa del 
Rey semi-finals on Thurs-
day in a game that saw 
Philippe Coutinho make 
his long-awaited debut. 
Luis Suarez scored an ear-
ly opener in the quarter-
final second leg before 
Messi’s deflected effort 
gave Barcelona a 2-1 ag-
gregate advantage as the 
holders overturned a 1-0 
deficit from last week’s 
first leg.
    Messi had missed a pen-
alty in that match as the 
leaders of  La Liga were 
beaten for the first time 
since August, but they did 
enough on Thursday to 
join Sevilla, Valencia and 
Leganes in Friday’s draw 
for the last four.

Coutinho was named 
on the bench for the first 
time since his 160 million-
euro ($192 million) trans-
fer from Liverpool earlier 
this month.

The 25-year-old Brazil-

ian was introduced mid-
way through the second 
half  in place of  Andres 
Iniesta, entering the Camp 
Nou pitch to a huge roar 
from the home crowd.

By that point Ernesto 
Valverde’s men had al-
ready turned the tie around 
against the club for whom 
Coutinho played on loan 

from Inter Milan in 2012.
“We are placing a lot 

of  hope in Coutinho,” said 
Valverde.

“He is going to do well 
for us in the game. He can 
help us because he knows 
how to create, he’s good in 
the one-on-one situations.

“He is also a player 
who’s able to see the free 

man. We know he can be 
a danger with a shot or a 
decisive pass. I think he 
made a good start.”

Suarez headed in Aleix 
Vidal’s cross from the right 
at the back post in the 
ninth minute to open the 
scoring on the night and 
level the tie on aggregate.

The Uruguayan has 

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): The 
26th wrestling meet of  the Khe-
zha/KhuzhaTephe Wrestling 
Association was held on Jan. 24 
at the Government High School 
ground, Lepfhe, Khezhakeno.
Senovielhou Kadzüso of  Khe-
zhakeno village became the 
champion after defeating Pfüt-

süpe Koza in the final bout.
The champion walked away 

home a cash prize of  INR 20,000 
while the runner-up received 
INR 15,000. Vekope Chiezou 
came third and received INR 
15,000 while the fourth place 
winner received INR 7,000.

12 wrestlers with the four 

position winners and eight other 
wrestlers were selected to repre-
sent KKTWA at the forthcoming 
wrestling meet of  the Chakhe-
sang Wrestling Association.

Z. Kepfelhou Koza was the 
guest of  honour at the closing 
ceremony and gave away the 
prizes.

Dimapur, Jan. 26 (EMN): The 
Ao Students’ Union Dimapur 
(ASUD) through its president 
and convenor of  organising com-
mittee invites interested citizens 
to participate in the upcoming 
‘Quarter Marathon’ to be organ-
ised by the union on Jan. 29 in 
commemoration of  its Golden 
Jubilee year. Cash prizes of  INR 
20,000, 10000 and 5000 will be 
awarded to the first, second and 
third position in both men and 
women category.
    In addition, consolation cash 
prizes of  INR 1000 each will be 
given to five male and female 
runners. Gift hampers will also 
be handed out to the oldest and 
youngest runners. Registration 
for the marathon will be free and 
desks will be open between 5 am 

and 5:40 am at the State stadium 
on the said date. Runners are 
requested to arrive on time and 
register, after which chest num-
bers will be allotted.There will be 
strict adherence to time schedule 
and rules laid down. 

Imlimeren Jamir, Director, 
Rural Development, Govern-
ment of  Nagaland and Akashe 
Zhimomi, President, Dimapur 
Chamber of  Commerce & In-
dustries, have kindly consented 
to be the chief  patron and patron 
of  the event.

Sushil Kumar Patel, Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur will 
also exhort the participants at the 
flag off  ceremony. The ASUD 
specially invites its former office 
bearers, secretaries and members 
to be a part of  the marathon.   

Adelaide, Jan. 26 (IANS): 
Australia put up an all-round 
show to avoid a whitewash 
and defeat England by three 
wickets in the fourth One-
Day International (ODI) at 
the Adelaide Oval here on 
Friday.

The hosts who have 
already conceded the five 
match ODI series to Eng-
land, showed some resis-
tance in the fourth tie to 
bring the series at 1-3. 

After being asked to bat 
first, the Australian pacers 
rekindled memories of  the 
Ashes with a devastating 
new ball spell to reduce Eng-
land’s hitherto unstoppable 
batting line-up to 8/5. 

Finding appreciable nip 
off the seam on a lively sur-
face, the pair nobbled four of  
England’s top six for nought, 
with Jason Roy the first to 
go, driving loosely to his 
second delivery from Hazle-
wood.

Roy’s dismissal pro-

Manchester,  Jan.  26 
( I A N S ) :  M a n c h e s t e r 
United head coach Jose 
Mourinho stressed on 
Alexis Sanchez’s decision 
to sign for the club over 
arch-rivals Manchester 
City and said he did not 
join the club because of  the 
money poured at him.

“I know that if  other 
clubs did not get him it’s 
not a problem of  mon-
ey, for sure. “That’s not a 
problem of  money. You go 
and analyse the numbers 
and Manchester City spent 
more money than us, Chel-
sea spent more money than 
us, I think even Everton 
spent more money than us. 
I don’t think that’s not the 
problem.

“I don’t know. Alexis 
could go everywhere. He 
had lots of  choices. He 
decided to come here and 
you have to ask him why,” 
Mourinho was quoted as 
saying by ESPNFC on 
Thursday.

City were jostling with 
United for the Chilean’s 
signature this month. San-
chez eventually moved to 
Old Trafford from Arsenal 
with Henrikh Mkhitaryan 

signing for the Gunners in 
return.

“I think Alexis reminds 
me a little bit of  the history 
-- I don’t know, it’s not a 
history, almost a metaphor 
-- when you see the tree 
with amazing oranges at 
the top of  the tree and can-
not get there,” Mourinho 
added.

“You say: ‘Oh, I got the 
lower ones because I don’t 
like the ones at the top.’ 
You like the ones at the top.

“They are so nice, so 
orange, so round, so full 
of  juice but you cannot get 
there so you say: ‘I don’t 
want to go there’ or ‘I didn’t 
like it, I prefer the other 
ones.’ It reminds me of  
that story,” the Portuguese 
continued.

It was widely reported 
that City finally pulled out 
of  the race as they could 
not match United’s bid.

The Chilean star for-
ward has signed a four-
and-a-half  year deal at Old 
Trafford.

The Portuguese tacti-
cian also said Sanchez had 
passion to play football and 
he was willing to ply his 
trade for a different club.  

Jakarta, Jan. 26 (PTI): 
Former World No 1 Saina 
Nehwal asserted her su-
premacy over Olympic 
silver medallist P V Sindhu 
with a straight game vic-
tory to enter the semifi-
nals of  the USD 350,000 
Indonesia Masters, here 
on Friday.

L o n d o n  O ly m p i c s 
bronze medallist Saina, 
who is coming back from 
an ankle injury, gave am-
ple display of  her power-
ful game as she overcame 
Sindhu 21-13 21-19 in an 
all-Indian women’s singles 
quarterfinal clash.

Saina, who has a silver 
and a bronze at World 
Championships, will next 
face Thailand’s Ratchanok 
Intanon, seeded fourth, 
who dumped Glasgow 
World Champion Nozomi 
Okuhara of  Japan in an-
other match.

Saina has an 8-5 head-
to-head record against 
Ratchanok.

Playing Sindhu for the 
first time outside India, 
Saina produced her best 
and never let the advantage 
slip after leading 3-0 early 
on in the first game.

now scored seven times 
in Barcelona’s last six 
matches.

Messi scored in the 
25th minute, his shot beat-
ing goalkeeper Pau Lopez 
with the help of  a sizeable 
deflection off  Brazilian 
defender Naldo.

I t  was  Barcelona’s 
4,000th goal at the Camp 
Nou in an official game.

Barcelona, who have 
won the Copa del Rey in 
the last three seasons, had 
a host of  chances to put 
the tie to bed but saw out 
the victory, with Espanyol 
unable to get the away goal 
that would have swung 
the tie.

On Wednesday, Real 
Madrid were eliminated 
by Leganes, a 2-1 defeat at 
the Santiago Bernabeu see-
ing them go out on away 
goals and increasing the 
pressure further on coach 
Zinedine Zidane.

Valencia beat Alaves 
on penalties while Sevilla 
beat Atletico Madrid 3-1 
on Tuesday for a 5-1 ag-
gregate success.

Despite Sindhu fight-
ing back and making it 
4-4, Saina continued to 
dominate the proceedings 
and entered the break with 
11-9 advantage.

The 27-year-old con-
tinued her good run after 
the interval, increasing her 
lead to 18-10 at one stage. 
Sindhu manage to win 
three more points before 
the senior shuttler grabbed 
the opening game.

In the second game, the 
celebrated duo engaged in 
a fierce fight till 3-3 when 
Sindhu changed gears and 
jumped to a 10-5 advan-
tage. But Saina clawed 
back with five straight 
points to make it 10-10.

Sindhu then managed 
to enter the lemon break 
with a slender 11-10 ad-
vantage. The duo fought 
tooth and nail till 14-14 
before engaging in a long 
rally which left both gasp-
ing for breath.

But at the end of  it, 
Saina had managed to lead 
15-14, which she increased 
to 17-14.

The World No 3 and 
second seed, Sindhu tried 
to claw back but Saina 
managed to keep her nose 
ahead and shut the door 
on her younger compatriot 
to reach her first semifinal 
since the World Champi-
onship in August last year.

Saina and Sindhu have 
clashed twice in the inter-
national circuit so far with 
both winning once. At the 
2014 Syed Modi Grand 
Prix Gold, Saina defeated 
Sindhu, who returned the 
favour at the India Open 
Super Series last year.

London Games bronze 
medallist, Saina had, how-
ever, upstaged Sindhu to 
clinch the women’s singles 
title in the Senior National 
Badminton Championship 
last year.

voked a collapse that was 
less about English over-zeal-
ousness than Australian 
rampancy. 

Jonny Bairstow, Alex 
Hales and Jos Buttler, with 
three runs between them, 
were all blameless victims. 

Joe Root, perhaps, will 
look back regretfully at his 
top-edged pull shot to his 
seventh ball, though he may 
also point to his average of  
72 since the start of 2017.

In the circumstances, 
England’s lower order were 

able to mount an impressive 
recovery.

E o i n  M o r g a n  a n d 
Moeen Ali stopped the rot, 
before Chris Woakes, whose 
emergence as a genuinely in-
fluential No.8 in ODI cricket 
continues apace, smashed 

his second-highest score in 
the format to date, his 78 
from 82 balls featuring five 
sixes.

England’s final total of  
197 all out in the 45th over 
represented a seriously un-
der-par score.

In response, Australian 
opener Travis Head -- re-
turning to the team in place 
of the injured Aaron Finch 
-- scored 96 runs which was 
the standout innings of the 
match. 

On the other hand as all 
the players around him lost 
their heads, Head kept his. 

David Warner, Cam-
eron White and Steve Smith 
could only muster 20 runs 
between them, before Mitch-
ell Marsh’s counter-attack-
ing 32 from 30 balls wrested 
the initiative back in the 
home team’s favour. 

Australia were always 
just ahead of  the game 
yet  famil iar  anxiet ies 
kept threatening to break 

through. Head’s dismissal, 
caught at mid-on off  the 
decidedly slippery Mark 
Wood, was swiftly followed 
by Cummins running him-
self  out, leaving Australia 
seven down and still 12 runs 
shy.

Amid mounting tension, 
it was left to Tim Paine, who 
has enjoyed a triumphant 
return to Australian colours 
and who kept wicket im-
maculately again today, to 
steady the nerves, clattering 
successive boundaries off  
Wood to ice the match.

It may have come too 
late in the series, but Aus-
tralia, on its national day of  
celebration, will be mightily 
relieved to have swerved the 
dreaded whitewash.

Brief scores: England 
196 (Chris Woakes 78, Tom 
Curran 35; Pat Cummins 
4/24) against Australia 
197/7 in 37 overs (Pat Cum-
mins 96, Mitchell Marsh 32; 
Adil Rashid 3/49)



South Korea's Chung Hyeon (L) waves to the crowd after retiring against Switzerland's Roger Federer 
during their men's singles semi-final on day 12 of the Australian Open in Melbourne on Jan. 26.

Golden State Warriors' Kevin Durant, left, looks to pass the ball away from Minnesota Timberwolves' Jeff 
Teague (0) during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Oakland, Calif. on Jan. 25.

Zinedine Zidane
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Shubhman Gill in action.

Federer into Australian Open 
final as Chung retires injured

Zidane still motivated to manage crisis-hit Madrid

Franchises wary of right squad composition at IPL auction

ISL 2017-18 POINTS TABLE

India eases into ICC U-19 World Cup semis

Durant triple as Warriors 
tame Timberwolves

Melbour ne,  Jan.  26 
(AFP): Defending cham-
pion Roger Federer strolled 
into the Australian Open 
final in a bitter-sweet win 
after Chung Hyeon's retired 
injured in their semi-final 
on Friday.

The Swiss star was 
leading 6-1, 5-2 when the 
South Korean called it quits 
with foot blisters and will 
now face Marin Cilic in 
Sunday's final.

Chung, the first South 
Korean man or woman to 
play in a Grand Slam semi-
final, was treated in a medi-
cal timeout for the left foot 
problem two games earlier.

But it came as a big sur-
prise when the 21-year-old 
walked to the net at 30-30 
and trailing 2-5 after 1hr 
02mins in the second set to 
concede defeat.

It put Federer into 
his seventh Australian fi-
nal as he chases his sixth 
Melbourne title and 20th 
Grand Slam victory.

Federer leads 2014 US 
Open champion Cilic 8-1 
in their meetings.

The Swiss maestro now 
has a 30-13 win-loss record 
in Grand Slam semi-finals 
and has yet to drop a set in 
this year's Australian Open.

"You couldn't tell un-
til the end," he said of  
Chung's injury problems. 
"That's probably why a lot 

of  people are stunned (he 
retired).

"I could tell something 
was wrong before he took 
the injury timeout, but he 
has a great composure.

"I think he is already a 
great player, but we are talk-
ing next level excellence and 
I think he will achieve that.

"We will see much more 
of him. Top 10 for sure. The 
rest we will see."

It was a muted semi-fi-
nal with the Rod Laver Are-
na retractable roof  closed 
for rain further improving 

Federer's chances given his 
indoor record.

He broke Chung's open-
ing service and twice more 
to romp away with the first 
set in just 33 minutes as the 
Korean made a flurry of  
errors.

It got no better in the 
second set with Federer 
again breaking in the fourth 
game before the trainer 
was called on to the court 
to treat Chung for his foot 
blisters. Chung only lasted a 
bit more than two games be-
fore pulling out to a stunned 

silence.
"In the second set I felt 

he was starting to get a bit 
slower, fighting with a blis-
ter," Federer said.

"I've played with blisters 
in the past a lot, and it hurts 
a lot, and at one point it is 
just too much and you can't 
take it anymore.

"That's when you re-
alise there is no way you 
can come back and you 
make things really worse, it 
is better to stop. That's why 
this feels bitter-sweet.

"Obviously I'm incred-

Madrid, Jan. 26 (Re-
uters): Embattled Real 
Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane said on Friday that 
he would resign immedi-
ately if  he felt he was no 
longer able to get through 
to his players at the crisis-
hit club.

The stumbling Europe-
an and Spanish champions 
were sent packing from 
the King’s Cup by Madrid 
minnows Leganes after 
losing 2-1 at the Santiago 
Bernabeu on Wednesday.

They sit fourth in the 
league standings, a re-
markable 19 points adrift 
of  runaway leaders Bar-
celona.

“If  I thought my mes-
sage wasn’t getting through 
I would leave here tomor-
row,” Zidane told a news 
conference ahead of  Real’s 
game away to Valencia on 

Queenstown (New Zea-
land), Jan 26 (IANS): 
India put up an all-round 
show to hammer Bangla-
desh by 131 runs on Friday 
to set-up an ICC Under-19 
World Cup semi-final 
against arch-foes Pakistan.

India rode on Shub-
man Gill (86), Abhishek 
Sharma (50) and Prithvi 
Shaw (40) to get to 265 
all out in 49.2 overs at the 
John Davies Oval.

In reply, Bangladesh 
were bowled out for 134 in 
42.1 overs, thanks to pace-
men Kamlesh Nagarkoti 
(3/18) and Shivam Mavi 
(2/27). 

Left-arm spinner Ab-
hishek Sharma picked up 
two wickets for 11 runs 
in the later stages of  the 
match.

Electing to bat, India 
lost Manjot Kalra (9) early 
to Robiul Haque before 
Shaw and Gill built a for-
midable partnership to 
steady the ship.

Their stand of  86 runs 
however ended when cap-
tain Shaw was beaten by a 
peach of  a delivery from 
Qazi Oni. The ball was 
cut away to take the off  
stump, but at the other end 
Gill went on with the job, 
his innings laced with nine 
boundaries before he de-
parted with 14 overs to go.

After his dismissal, In-
dia failed to recover from 
a collapse as the incoming 
batsmen -- Riyan Parag 
(15), Kamlesh Nagarkoti 
(5), Anukul Roy (2), Shi-
vam Mavi (5), Sharma 

Oakland (United States), Jan. 26 (AFP): 
Kevin Durant showed why he was LeBron 
James' first pick for the NBA All-Star game 
on Thursday as the Golden State Warriors 
romped past the Minnesota Timberwolves 
for a comfortable victory.

Durant, who was snapped up by James 
for next month's All-Star extravaganza, 
bagged a 28-point triple-double as the War-
riors cruised to a 126-113 win at Oakland's 
Oracle Arena.

Stephen Curry added 25 points and Klay 
Thompson also got 25 to give the Warriors 
the perfect preparation for Saturday's meet-
ing with the Eastern Conference pace-setters 
Boston.

Durant contributed 11 assists and pulled 
down 10 rebounds in a commanding dis-
play which also saw him link superbly with 
Curry.

A brilliant three-pointer from Durant af-
ter a sublime no-look pass from Curry late in 
the third quarter drew gasps from the crowd 
and put the Warriors into a 101-88 lead.

"We play good defense, we can rebound, 
we can push we've got shooters everywhere. 
I was just trying to make the right decisions," 
a satisfied Durant said, acknowledging the 
all-round potency of the Warriors offense.

"That's just how we play. Everybody 
gets involved, everybody touches the ball," 
he said.

Durant, meanwhile, revealed he was 
happy to have been chosen as the top pick 
in the All-Star game draft by James -- even 
if it means he will line up opposite Warriors 
team-mates Curry, Thompson and Dray-
mond Green.

"Finally somebody picked me number 
one. That feels pretty good. It's going to 
be fun competing against Steph, Klay and 
Draymond over the weekend," he said. 
"There's going to be a lot of trash talking, a 
lot of fun."

Although Minnesota closed to six points 
in the fourth quarter, Golden State always 
looked in control and were able to keep the 
Timberwolves at arm's length.

Minnesota's challenge was led by Karl-

Anthony Towns with 31 points while Jamal 
Crawford had 21. Four other Timberwolves 
players had double figures.

Reigning NBA champions Golden State 
extended their lead at the top of the Western 
Conference to 39-10 with the win while Min-
nesota fell to 31-20.
Wizards under Westbrook's spell
Elsewhere Thursday, Russell Westbrook 
exploded for 46 points as the Oklahoma City 
Thunder brought up a sixth consecutive vic-
tory in a 121-112 win over the Washington 
Wizards.

Triple-double king Westbrook produced 
a devastating shooting performance with 
19 of  29 attempts, while contributing six 
rebounds, six assists and two steals.

With Westbrook on song, the Thunder 
rolled into a 14-point lead at half-time at 
54-40.

But slack defence allowed Washington 
to recover in the third quarter, and with 
Bradley Beal producing a 41-point game, the 
Wizards closed to within one point at 68-67.

Westbrook however asserted himself  
once again in the fourth quarter, pouring on 
21 points to hand Washington their ninth 
defeat in as many visits to Oklahoma.

"I just read the game, honestly, like I 
always have," Westbrook said. "Read the 
game. If it's time for me to take over, that's 
what I'll do."

Team-mate Carmelo Anthony was left 
purring at Westbrook's performance.

"Sometimes you get caught staring a 
little bit," he said. "It's a beauty to watch 
when it's clicking, especially now we are 
winning games."

The victory helped Oklahoma City im-
prove to 28-20 in the Western Conference to 
maintain fifth place. Washington are sixth in 
the Eastern Conference rankings at 26-22.

In the early games, the Sacramento 
Kings (15-33) upset the Miami Heat (27-21) 
in a low-scoring 89-88 win in Florida.

The New York Knicks meanwhile 
slipped to a third straight loss, falling 130-118 
to the Denver Nuggets at the Pepsi Center 
in Denver.

ibly happy to be in the fi-
nals, but not like this."

Federer broke Chung's 
serve four times off  11 
break points and only had 
one break point on his own 
service. The Swiss second 
seed hit 24 winners while 
Chung made 17 unforced 
errors in 14 games, eight 
of  them off  his normally 
potent forehand.

Babos, Mladenovic 
win women's doubles 
title

Fifth seeds Timea Ba-
bos and Kristina Mlad-
enovic took out the Aus-
tralian Open women's 
doubles title on Friday to 
be crowned Grand Slam 
champions for the first 
time. The Hungarian-
French pairing battled past 
second seeded Russians 
Ekaterina Makarova and 
Elena Vesnina 6-4, 6-3 on 
Rod Laver Arena.

"It's an incredible feel-
ing, I was in tears," said 
an emotional Babos. "It's 
amazing to play with you," 
she added of Mladenovic.

It was their first Slam 
title after going close at 
Wimbledon in 2014, where 
they made the final but lost.

Overall, they own three 
other doubles titles as a 
team, all won in 2015 -- at 
Dubai, Marrakech and 
Rome.  

(50) and Shiva Singh (3) 
departed for just 50 runs.

Onik was the pick of  
the Bangladesh bowlers 
taking 3/48 from his 10 
overs.

In reply, Bangladesh 
got off  to a cautious start 
with opener Pinak Ghosh 
top-scoring for them with 
a watchful 45. 

But Kamlesh Nagar-
koti (3/18) was fantas-
tic once again along with 
Shivam Mavi (2/27) and 
Sharma (2/11) to skittle 
out Bangladesh for just 
134. Nagarkoti removed 
Ghosh and skipper Saif  

Hassan in two overs just 
when they were looking to 
build a partnership.

Ishan Porel, though 
wicketless, carded five in-
credibly economical overs 
for just eight runs which 
applied immense pressure 
on the rivals, ultimately 
forcing the batsmen to 
open up and take more 
risks against the bowler at 
the other end.

Brief scores: India 265 
(Shubman Gill 86, Prithvi 
Shaw 40; Qazi Onik 3/48) 
against Bangladesh 134 
(Pinak Ghosh 43; Kamlesh 
Nagarkoti 3/18)

Saturday.
The Frenchman was 

only recently hailed as a 
master manager of  Ma-
drid’s famously tempes-
tuous dressing room for 

leading the team to historic 
back-to-back Champions 
League triumphs as well as 
ending a five-year wait for 
a league title.

His qualities as a coach 

have been thrown into 
doubt this season, however, 
as he has been unable to re-
suscitate his side, who have 
lost three and drawn two of  
their last eight games in all 

Bengaluru, Jan. 26 (IANS): Eight 
franchises will battle to find the 
right squad composition as a big 
pool of  578 cricketers, including 
360 Indians, will go under the ham-
mer in the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) auction here on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Marquee Players Ravichandran 
Ashwin, Gautam Gambhir, Shi-
khar Dhawan, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Harbhajan Singh, Yuvraj Singh, 
Chris Gayle, Ben Stokes, Kane 
Williamson, Glenn Maxwell, Joe 
Root, Mitchell Starc, Faf du Plessis, 
Dwayne Bravo, Kieron Pollard and 
Shakib Al Hasan -- each priced at 
Rs 2 crore -- will set the tone as an 
intense battle is set to follow.

Amongst others -- India's Kul-
deep Yadav, Kedar Jadhav, Dinesh 
Karthik, Robin Uthappa, Manish 
Pandey and Lokesh Rahul; Rashid 
Khan from Afghanistan, West 
Indies' Samuel Badree and Carlos 
Braithwaite and Australian Adam 

Zampa, who have the skills of  
turning a match around on their 
own, will be the crucial players to 
look out for.

Earlier, all the fran-
chises had 
r e t a i n e d 
some of their 
players while 
taking a calculat-
ed risk in releas-
ing most of them. 
F o r  c a p p e d 
players, the base price is Rs 
50 lakh, while for uncapped play-
ers, the auction will begin from Rs 
20 lakh.

At the outset, 26 players from 
England, 58 from Australia, 30 
from New Zealand and 57 from 
South Africa had registered for the 
auction, taking the overseas players 
to 282.

Afghanistan have 13 players in 
the list while there are 39 from Sri 
Lanka and an equal number from 

the West Indies.
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe 

have eight and seven players re-
spectively who will be hoping to go 
under the hammer.

Starc, who end-
ed his association 

with the Royal 
C h a l l e n g e r s 
B a n g a l o r e 
(RCB) ahead 

of the last IPL, too 
has entered the 

auction that also includes Chris 
Lynn, Pat Cummins, Evin Lewis 
and Jason Holder.

Hashim Amla, Kagiso Rabada, 
Faf du Plessis and Morne Morkel 
are the few South Africans who are 
also part of the list. 

The in-form Glenn Maxwell 
and Shane Watson, who was mull-
ing calling time on his IPL career 
last year, too have entered the race 
with Mitchell Johnson, who has 
retired from international cricket 

but continues to play in the Big 
Bash League.

Lasith Malinga, whose form 
has taken a considerable dip in the 
last year or so, too will be part of the 
auction, apart from his Sri Lankan 
mates Angelo Mathews and Niro-
shan Dickwella.

Kane Williamson, Colin Munro 
and Tom Latham from New Zea-
land will add their charm to the 
league.

Among the Indians, a fierce 
bidding war is expected to break 
out when Gautam Gambhir, Yuvraj 
Singh, off-spinners Ashwin and 
Harbhajan Singh, Rahane, mystery 
spinner Kuldeep Yadav and openers 
Lokesh Rahul and Murali Vijay go 
under the hammer.

India's World Cup winners 
Gambhir, Harbhajan Singh and 
Yuvraj Singh have continued to 
shine despite being out of the India 
reckoning. They will also attract 
strong bids.

competitions.
Real’s only realistic 

chance of  saving their 
woeful season is in the 
Champions League, where 
they face runaway Ligue 1 
leaders Paris St Germain 
in the last 16.

“Football is full of  
good and bad moments 
and I have to try and turn 
this situation around and 
I still feel strong,” Zidane 
added.

”If  I didn‘t, then there 
would be a problem. I am 
going to try and continue 
doing this job with hope 
and keep trying to improve 
as a coach. No-one is go-
ing to take away my enjoy-
ment of  working until the 
last day. “It’s the same for 
the players, this is not their 
fault. There are many fac-
tors to consider, not just 
the result.”

Pos. Team Plyd. Won Lost Draw GF GA +/- Pts.

1 Chennaiyin FC 12 7 3 2 14 19 5 23

2 FC Pune City 12 7 4 1 12 23 11 22

3 Bengaluru FC 11 7 4 0 13 21 8 21

4 FC Goa 10 6 3 1 17 24 7 19

5 Jamshedpur FC 12 4 4 4 11 11 0 16

6 Mumbai City FC 11 4 5 2 13 14 1 14

7 Kerala Blasters FC 12 3 4 5 16 13 -3 14

8 ATK 11 3 5 3 14 8 -6 12

9 NorthEast United FC 10 3 6 1 15 7 -8 10

10 Delhi Dynamos FC 11 2 8 1 27 12 -15 7


