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Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Jan. 25 (EMN): A meeting of 
Naga tribes and civil society organiza-
tions along with some political parties 
held Jan. 25 has decided to approach 
the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) to withhold the issue of election 
notification which is scheduled on 
Jan. 31, in the interest of ‘peace and 
tranquillity’ in the state. 

The joint consultative meeting, 
convened by the co-ordination com-
mittee of Naga civil society was held 
at Hotel Japfü in Kohima and was 
attended by the Eastern Nagaland 
People’s Organization (ENPO), Na-
galand Tribes Council (NTC), Central 
Naga Tribal Council (CNTC), Naga 
Hoho, Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF), Naga Mothers Association 
(NMA), Nagaland GBs Federation 
(NGBF), Indigenous Minority Tribes 
of Nagaland (IMTN), Acaut, United 
Naga Tribes Association on Border 
Area (UNTABA) and NWSWN, and 
different political parties includ-
ing the Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC), JD (U), Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive Party 

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN):  
State Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang has greeted the people 
on the occasion of the 69th 
Republic Day celebration of 
the country and wished that 
the celebration would bring 
happiness, peace and pros-
perity to every household. 

The chief minister re-
minded that on this day, 
India became an independ-
ent republic and the Con-
stitution of India came into 
effect with the declaration 
that India is sovereign, so-
cialist, secular, democratic 
republic, assuring its citi-
zens of justice, equality and 
liberty, and endeavours to 
promote fraternity among 
them. 

On the occasion, he ap-
pealed the people to re-
member the sacrifices and 
contributions of the found-
ing fathers and great leaders 
of the country.

Kohima, Jan 25 (PTI): Nagaland Chief 
Electoral Officer Abhijit Sinha has asked 
banks to report daily to the district elec-
tion officer on suspicious withdrawal 
of cash from the bank account of any 
individual.

If cash exceeding Rs 50,000 was found 
in a vehicle carrying a candidate, his agent 
or party worker, it would be seized, Sinha 
said in a statement.

The directives were issued as part of 
the Model Code of Conduct which is in 
force in Nagaland in view of the elections 
to the 60-member Assembly on February 
27.

Posters, election materials or drugs, 
liquor, arms or gifts items valued at more 
than Rs 10,000, likely to be used for in-
ducement of electors, or any other illicit 
articles also found in a vehicle, shall also 
be seized, the statement said.

Sinha also asked citizens carrying cash 
more than Rs 50,000 to carry relevant 
documents to substantiate the source and 
purpose of the money.

The Model Code of Conduct, came 

into force in the state from January 18.
In the statement issued yesterday, the 

CEO reiterated the directives issued by the 
Election Commission on the Model Code 
of Conduct, electoral offences and elec-
tion expenditure monitoring.

No new government scheme or project 
should be announced and those already 
approved, should not be started, if work 
on it has not yet begun, the statement said.

Rest houses, dak bungalows or other 
guest houses of the government should 
not be used for carrying out any political 
activity, the statement said.

The CEO said that there should not be 
any defacement of government property, 
offices and premises and all wall writings, 
posters, papers or defacement in any 
form, hoardings, banners, flags on gov-
ernment property should be immediately 
removed.

Unauthorized political advertisement 
in the form of wall writings, flag at public 
spaces like railway station, bus stand, 
airport, roadways, government buses, 
electric poles, and municipal or local bod-
ies building should be removed.

Unauthorized political advertise-
ments at private property should also be 
removed.

There is a total ban on the use of 
official vehicles by any political party, 
candidate or agent for campaigning, 
electioneering or election-related travel 
during elections.

The statement said that offering and 
accepting or receiving of bribe and gratifi-
cation by any person was both an electoral 
offence and corrupt practice.

Any promotion or attempt to promote 
feelings of enmity or hatred on the ground 
of religion, race, caste, community, or 
language by any candidate or his election 
agent is an electoral offence and corrupt 
practice under the law, the statement said.

The CEO said any advertisement on 
political nature has to obtain pre-certifi-
cation from concerned authorities.

He also apprised that Media Certi-
fication and Monitoring Committees 
(MCMC) have been set up at district levels 
and also at state level.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Jan. 25: Karbi organizations 
have said that two persons have been 
killed while about 30 sustained injury 
when police opened fire on partici-
pants of a 'peaceful' rally 'regarding the 
Naga peace accord' on Thur. The Hills 
State Demand Council (HSDC)  and 
the Karbi Students Association (KSA)  
organised a press conference at the 
KSA's office premises on Jan.25, Thur.

The HSDC's president, Dr. Mongve 
Rongpi said that a peaceful rally was 
held on Thur. at the Maibong Railway 
station 'regarding the Naga Peace Ac-
cord.' However, it was informed that 
the situation deteriorated when more 
than 30 protesters were injured, includ-
ing two women, while two men lost 

their lives during the rally. alleged that 
the police fired bullets.  

The HSDC leader said: 'In order to 
disperse the mob the police could have 
used tear gas,  pellets, water canon 
but instead of these we have seen live 
bullet was being fired to disperse the 
mob, after all they cannot shoot at the 
vital part like chest, head part but the 
police did that'. 

The organisation has demanded 
a judicial inquiry into the matter, 
Rongpi said,  'We are not against the 
Naga peace accord but all the matter 
should be solved within its region like 
whatever the matter of its own. For 
many years Naga brothers were also 
fighting for their own rights in order 
to achieve their demands whereas 

brothers of Dimasa and Karbi are also 
fighting for their rights since the past 
three decades in order to achieve their 
demand; so the matter should be solve 
within their own region and it should 
not be disturbed others too.'

The IANS also reported that the 
incident took place at Maibong when a 
group of protesters blocked the railway 
station and intercepted the Guwahati-
bound Silchar-Guwahati passenger 
train.

The agitators had called a 12-hour 
"Dima Hasao Bandh" on in protest 
against the reported move of the 
Central government to set up satellite 
council for Nagas in the district as part 
of the peace talks between New Delhi 
and the NSCN (IM).

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): In the matter 
of three days – since he was last ‘wel-
comed’ as a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
member at a ‘felicitation programme’ 
on Jan. 22 – the BJP hopeful, and one-
time president of Dimapur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries, Z Kasheto 
Yeptho has announced his dissociation 
from the saffron party.

Yeptho was expected to contest 
the forthcoming Nagaland assembly 
elections on BJP ticket from Ghaspani-I 
assembly constituency. Until recently, 
Independent legislator Jacob Zhimomi 

was the sitting representative from said 
constituency – but he retired from the 
assembly to join the BJP. Both Yeptho 
and Zhimomi were ‘welcomed’ at the 
same ‘felicitation’ event conducted on 
Jan. 22 at Hotel Saramati.

“During the Jan. 22 felicitation pro-
gramme and meeting held for candi-
dates who joined BJP, the party national 
general secretary and in-charge of the 
Northeastern states Ram Madhav, dur-
ing the course of the meeting did not 
emphasise on corruption which is the 
core concern of the state and I observed 
that BJP was not secular enough. It was 

also the request of my supporters not to 
contest from BJP,” Yeptho claimed at the 
press conference on Thu.

Though having left the BJP – after 
arriving at the conclusion that the 
party, in his own words, “was not secu-
lar enough” inside the past three days 
– Yeptho was confident of winning the 
Ghaspani-I seat. He hinted at contesting 
on Naga People’s Front ticket. 

Yeptho also claimed that he was 
committed to the clean election call 
led by the Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council, and maintained that everyone 
should support the campaign.

New Delhi, Jan. 25 (IANS): A 75-year-
old tribal woman who prepares herbal 
medicines to cure snake and insect 
bites, a 99-year-old freedom fighter, 
a nanogenarian Tibetan healer and a 
yoga instructor from Saudi Arabia were 
among those selected on Thursday for 
Padma Shri award -- the fourth highest 
civilian award in India.

Others chosen include scientist 
Arvind Gupta, who has inspired stu-
dents to learn science from trash, Gond 
artist Bhajju Shyam and M.R. Rajag-
opal, an expert on pain management 
called "medical messiah" for terminally 
ill patients.

R. Vasudevan, known as plastic 
road maker of India; Murlikant Pedkar, 
India's first paralympic gold medalist 
in 1972; Subasini Mistry, a poor woman 

activist who built a humanity hospital 
for poor in West Bengal; Sulagatti Nar-
asimma, 90, a farm labourer providing 
midwifery services in backward areas of 
Karnataka; Yeshi Dhoden, a 90-year-old 
Tibetan monk healer; and Vijayalak-
shmi Navaneethakrishnan, a Tamil 
folk art exponent are among the others 
selected for Padma Shri awards.

Others named are: Rani and Abhay 
Bang, a doctor couple from Gadchiroli 
in Maharashtra; Gandhian from Naga-
land Lentina Ao Thakkar; wildlife con-
servationist and herpetlogist Romulus 
Whitaker; Sampath Ramteke, sickle 
cell torch bearer; and Sandukruit, an 
opthalmologist. 

Anwar Jalalpuri, an Urdu poet 
from Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh who 
traslated over 700 shlokas of Bhagwad 

Gita from Sanskrit to Urdu; Ibrahim 
Sutar, a Sufi Bhajan singer from Kar-
nataka; Manas Bihari Verma, former 
Programme Director of indegenous 
light combat aircraft Tejas; Sitavva Jod-
dati, social activitst; Nouf Marwaai, a 
yoga instructure from Saudi Arabia; V. 
Nanammal, a 98-year-old India's old-
est yoga teacher from Tamil Nadu also 
feature in the list.

According to a Home Ministry of-
ficial, Lakshmikutty, the tribal woman 
from Kerala who prepares 500 herbal 
medicines from memory has helped 
thousands who suffered snake and 
insect bites. She is fondly called "van-
amuthassi" (grandmother of jungle).

Freedom fighter Sudhanshu Biswas, 
was shot at and jailed during India's 
independence movement, has won 

Padma Shri. Biswas runs schools, 
orphanages and dispensaries in rural 
West Bengal. He has also founded Ra-
makrishna Sevaashram and set up free 
schools for poor children.

Gupta, 64, from Maharashtra has 
been for the last 40 years inspiring 
students to learn science from trash 
and using household materials and 
garbage as building blocks for scientific 
experiments. He has travelled to 3,000 
schools and made 6,200 short films on 
toy-making in 18 languages.

The IIT-Kanpur alumnus also pro-
vides free books in 12 languages. Gupta 
has hosted a popular science show 
"Tarang" on Doordarshan in 1980s.

Shyam, 46, from Madhya Pradesh, 
is an internationally-acclaimed artiste 
of Gond -- a traditional painting style of 

his home state. He is known for his art 
work of depicting life in Europe through 
painting. He has illustrated and con-
tributed to eight books, including the 
"London Jungle Book" that sold 30,000 
copies and was published in five foreign 
languages.

Rajagopal, 70, runs a palliative care 
unit for specialised medical and nurs-
ing care for people with life-limiting 
illnesses or terminal illnesses. He has 
specialised in pain-free neonatal sur-
geries and brought down post-surgical 
neonatal deaths from 75 to 28 per cent 
in 1980s.

He is credited to have set up India's 
first palliative care unit in Kozhikode in 
Kerala in 1993 and introduced safe an-
esthesiology procedures. He is ranked 
among top 30 anesthesiologist globally. 

(NDPP), Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) and the Nagaland Congress 
(Nagaland Reformation Party). The 
ruling Naga People’s Front (NPF) and 
the Bharatiya Janata Party were con-
spicuously absent, so was the National 
People’s Party (NPP).

During the meeting, members of 
different organisations shared their 
views on the popular demand of the 
civil society organizations on ‘solution 
before election’. Cutting across group 
or tribal affiliations, they agreed that 
the peace talks on the Indo-Naga is-
sue has dragged on for too long (20 
years) and following the signing of the 
‘framework agreement’ between the 
government of India and the NSCN 
(IM) in 2015 and also the expansion 
of dialogue with six more Naga groups 
last year, the ensuing assembly elec-
tion must be put on hold in order to 
create a congenial atmosphere for a 
solution to the long standing issue. 
The representatives of political par-
ties at the meeting expressed their 
solidarity to the call of the Naga civil 
organizations, however, they voiced 
apprehension that some party might 
take advantage of the situation and 
there would be a repeat of the 1998 
election where all the political parties 
heeded to the boycott call of election 
except for one, which subsequently 
formed the government.

The house discussed the matter 
at length and resolved to support the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly resolu-
tion adopted on Dec. 15 last that there 
must be solution of the Naga political 

issue before election in Nagaland. 
Basing on this, the house decided to 
have the following action plans: to 
form a core committee with all tribal 
hohos and civil organizations under 
the nomenclature of ‘Core Commit-
tee of Nagaland Tribal Hohos and 
Civil Organisations’ (CCNTHCO) with 
civil organisations and tribal hoho 
presidents in the committee to pursue 
the resolutions; the core committee 
will call upon the political parties to 
uphold their respective resolutions 
including the resolution of NLA on so-
lution before election and will further 
implore upon them to have consensus 
on the issue by respecting the senti-
ments of the people.

The delegates of the meeting also 
decided to write to the government of 
India to revoke the ban imposed on 
NSCN (K) and to remove the ‘terrorist 
organisation’ tag on the group, and 
also to appeal to NSCN (K) to re-es-
tablish ceasefire with the government 
of India and participate in the process 
of political negotiation in the ‘greater 
interest of the Naga people’. 

Meanwhile, the house seriously 
viewed the ‘election for solution’ 
statement made by the BJP national 
general secretary and in-charge of 
north east states, Ram Madhav, with 
regard to election in Nagaland. “While 
the Nagas are unequivocally express-
ing their longing for political solution 
at the earliest before election, such 
illogical and insensitive rhetoric is out 
rightly rejected,” a statement from the 
committee stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): The Angami 
Public Organisation(APO) and the 
Chakesang Public Organisation(CPO) 
has on Thursday appealed to all the 
political parties and the intending 
candidates to abstain from the ongoing 
process for the assembly elections.

"Therefore, the Apex Tribal Hohos 
fervently call upon all political parties 
and intending candidates to truthfully 
display their Naga patriotic sense to 

create space and a conducive atmos-
phere by abstaining from involving in 
the electioneering processes and filing 
of nominations to contest as candi-
dates," stated a joint statement from 
the two apex organisations.

It stated that the core committee 
of all the ' Apex Tribal Hohos', that was 
formed after the crisis over the conduct 
of elections to the Urban Local Bodies 
in 2017, had its fifth joint meeting on 

Jan. 24 wherein the 'socio-political situ-
ation with regards to the ongoing Naga 
Peace Talks between the Government 
of India and the Naga National Political 
groups ' was discussed at length. 

It stated that it is the 'unified voice' 
and the desire of the people of Naga-
land that conduct of the state elec-
tion to the 13th Legislative Assembly 
of Nagaland at such a juncture is not 
'felicitous'. 

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): The Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagalim 
(NSCN-IM) has on Thursday strongly 
criticised the decision of the Govern-
ment of India to go ahead with the 
assembly elections in the state while 
calling for to people to choose solu-
tion and not election. 

"What do we mean by solution, 
not election? Election is anti-thesis 
of solution. Solution is about the 
future of the Nagas whereas election 
is about the Indian constitution; 
solution is about the unique his-
tory, culture and identity of the Nagas 
whereas election is about India; solu-
tion is about the land of the Nagas 
whereas election means it is about 
Indian territory; solution is about 
the principle of self-reliance whereas 
election is about dependence on 
others; solution means Naga people 
will be the epicenter of Naga politics 
whereas election means Delhi will 
be the high command of the Naga 
politics, "stated Rh. Raising the con-
venor of the steering committee of 
the organisation at the joint Council 
Meeting at Hebron. 

While recounting the history of 
the Naga political issue he stated 
that even after decades of 'oppres-
sions, persecutions, imprisonment, 
destruction of villages and crops per-
petrated against the Nagas and killing 
hundreds of thousands Nagas or 

pouring blood-tainted money for tin-
sel development works,' the Indian 
leaders could neither stop the Nagas 
nor convince them. Asserting that the 
fighting and killing did not bring any 
dividend for the GoI it change its ap-
proach from ' from military to politi-
cal ' and embarked to have a 'political 
dialogue' with the Nagas.

The Framework Agreement was 
signed between the Government of 
India and NSCN as two entities on 
3rd August 2015, which recognizes 
the 'sovereign right of the Nagas, the 
unique history and identity of the Na-
gas and land of the Nagas', he stated. 
He added that the NSCN(IM) will 
continue to 'cling to the Framework 
Agreement' and stand by that in 'all 
weathers', and  they will hold on to it 
even if there are oppositions. 

When the resistance movement 
of the Nagas created an opportu-
nity for dialogue the Indian leaders 
exploited this opportunity to their 
advantage and made the so-called 
16- point agreement with a few un-
mandated individual Nagas. It was 
nothing but a political bait to hook 
the Naga issue. The Shillong Accord 
was also another attempt to murder 
the issue of the Nagas. Both the agree-
ments are roadblocks not solution 
the Nagas have been looking for.

Even after decades of oppres-
sions, persecutions, imprisonment, 

destruction of villages and crops 
perpetrated against the Nagas and 
killing hundreds of thousands Nagas 
or pouring blood-tainted money for 
tinsel development works, the Indian 
leaders could neither stop the Nagas 
nor convince them. Fighting and 
killing did not bring any dividend to 
them. So as dictated by the circum-
stances Gol changed its approach 
from military to political and em-
barked upon political dialogue with 
the Nagas.

 Raising gave the clarion call to 
choose correctly as that decision will 
take the Nagas 'to the top of the world 
or pull us down to the bottom'. 

"Let us therefore, decide wheth-
er we choose solution or election; 
whether we choose freedom or slav-
ery. We are the prime factor. Our 
decision will take us to the top of the 
world or pull us down to the bottom. 
We have nothing to fear or dismay; 
our people are with us; all civil socie-
ties are with us; all the churches are 
with us, all the elected MLAs and MPs 
are with us; international communi-
ties are with us and above all, God, 
the Creator of nations and kingdoms 
is with us. Only that let us be firm 
and cling to the principle. The Lord 
in whom we trust has brought us thus 
far and He will lead us through to the 
end," he added. 

(Full text on page 6)
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 05°

Agartala 26° 10°

Gangtok 16° 02°

Guwahati 24° 08°

Imphal 22° 02°

Itanagar 19° 08°

Shillong 16° 01°

Delhi 22° 07°

Kolkata 27° 13°

Chennai 31° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 04°
DIMAPUR 25° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 75%
DIMAPUR Nil 83%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

If the only prayer you 
ever say in your entire 

life is thank you, it will be 
enough. 

~ Meister Eckhart

Mirror Takes

I called the pastor and told him 
the Church should start a 'Clean 

Solution' or 'Clean Union's 
campaign as well...

~ Arien

Seizure list
•	 Cash	exceeding	INR	5000	
•	 Posters
•	 Election	materials	
•	 Drugs	
•	 Liquor	
•	 Aarms	
•	 Gifts	items	worth	above		

INR	10000

Prohibitions
Political	advertisements,	wall	writings	
and	flags	at	public	spaces	prohibited	at
•	 Railway	station	
•	 Bus	stand	
•	 Airport	
•	 Roadways	
•	 Government	buses
•	 Electric	poles
•	 Municipal	or	local	bodies	

building	should	be	removed.
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(Left) Patient receiving medicines after a free health camp conducted by the Assam Rifles in Jotsoma village on January 23. (Right) Village elders 
of Pungro village inaugurating the water supply system donated by the Assam Rifles on January 24.

Fr. James Poonthuruthil

Alleged NSCN (IM) in AR custody

AR officials felicitating the team on their return from the national integration tour in Phek town on Jan. 24.

State to launch 
IPPI on January 28

NNC to observe formation day
Naga National Council (NNC) has announced to observe its 
73rd formation day on February 2 at 10 a.m. at Chedema 
Peace Camp, Nagaland. A press release issued by NNC joint 
secretary Acüyi Vadeo stated that Rev. Dr. Kevekhalo Lasuh 
would say grace while Adinno Phizo, president NNC, would 
deliver a speech on the occasion.  It added that special song 
and voluntary speeches would be allotted to the guests. He 
has further requested all fellow countrymen to participate 
in the function. 

PDDC to hold public rally 
The people of Pughoboto under the banner of Sumi 
Aphuyemi Hoho and Pughoboto District Demand Committee 
(PDDC) have decided to hold a public rally under its 
jurisdictions on January 30 at Pughoboto town from 10 a.m. 
The main objective of the rally is to sensitise the public on the 
issues for creation of Pughoboto district. A joint press release 
issued by the committee convenor G Kivishe Pucho and the 
secretary Nitoshe Sheqi stated that the rally would be a non 
political, non partisan, and non violent, adding it would be a 
peaceful rally. The officials have requested all Aphuyemi to 
participate in the rally without fail. It further requested all to 
pray for the success of the rally.

Kandi public union convenes meet
Kandi Public Union (KPU) has convened a general meeting 
on February 3 from 11 a.m. at the KPU ground. The union 
general secretary, Hethinon Mesen has requested all the 
Kandi citizens to make it convenient to attend the meeting 
without fail. He has further solicited members to submit 
agenda on or before January 31.

NPF refutes news report
NPF central office has refuted the statement of one 
Tiameren, who reportedly claimed that NPF party had issued 
him the party ticket to contest in the forthcoming state 
assembly election. In an advertisement published by one 
local vernacular daily, Tiameren had reportedly convened 
a meeting of people living in and around Dimapur from 30 
Alongtaki assembly constituency on January 26 claiming that 
the NPF party has issued him the ticket for the ensuing state 
assembly election. Stating that the working committee of the 
party is yet to meet and decide on the list of candidates, NPF 
press bureau stated that the mentioned claim was incorrect 
and misleading.

Dimapur sets up control room 
In view of the upcoming election to the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, deputy commissioner and district 
election officer, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, has informed 
that a control room for Dimapur district has been set 
up with revenue officer, Dimapur, Atsungba Walling, as 
officer in charge. Any queries/ complaints, he has asked all 
concerned to contact the district control room on phone 
No.9402041471.

Free cataract camp in Zunheboto 
Chief medical officer, Zunheboto, Dr. G Hokishe Sema has 
informed that a free cataract IOL surgery camp would 
be conducted at Hezukhu Memorial District Hospital, 
Zunheboto, from January 29 to February 1. The camp is being 
organised by National Programme for Control of Blindness, 
Nagaland. Eye specialist (surgeon) from Naga Hospital 
Authority Kohima (NHAK), Kohima, and NPCB directorate 
would conduct the camp.

DC Mon restricts carrying of cash 
Deputy commissioner and district election officer, Mon, 
Thavaseelan K has informed to all concerned particularly 
the political parties, candidates and party workers that 
cash exceeding INR 50,000 found in a vehicle carrying a 
candidate, his agent or party workers or carrying posters 
or election materials or any drugs, liquor, arms or gift items 
which are valued at more than INR 10, 000 likely to be used 
for inducement of electors would be subject to seizure. The 
DC further informed members of the public that carrying any 
amount in cash exceeding INR 50,000 should always keep 
some relevant documents with them to substantiate the 
source and purpose of the money.

DC Tuensang convenes meet
Deputy commissioner and district election officer, Tuensang, 
L Jamithung Lotha has convened a consultative meeting of 
Media Certification and Monitoring Committee (MCMC) of 
Tuensang district on January 31in his office’s chamber at 11 
a.m. He has requested all members to attend the meeting 
positively.     

SDO Tuensang informs on e-roll 
Sub divisional officer and electoral registration officer in-
charge of Tuensang, Pakon Phom has informed that the list 
of amendments to the draft electoral roll for the 51-Noksen, 
52-Longkhim-Chare, 53-Tuensang Sadar-1, 54-Tuensang 
Sadar-11, 56-Noklak, 57-Thonoknyu and 58-Shamator- 
Chessore assembly constituency has been prepared with 
reference to January 1, 2018, as the qualifying date and in 
accordance with the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. 
He added that a copy of the said roll together with the list 
of amendments has been published and made available for 
inspection at his office.

AAP supports Naga civil societies
Aam Admi Party (AAP), while supporting the common 
decision of the coordination committee of Naga civil societies 
for an early solution to the Naga political issue, has assured 
to take the issue on the street of Delhi with the support of 
its central leadership. AAP Nagaland convenor Dr. S Amos 
Longkumer felt that Naga issue should be resolved at the 
earliest so that the people could dawn of new era free from 
corruption and move with rest of the world. AAP further 
wished all concern citizens to use their wisdom for the 
betterment of Naga society.

RSU mourns death
Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) has mourned the sudden 
demise of Issac Khing, Deputy Director of Industries & 
Commerce and also the president of Rengma Sports’ 
Association (RSA). In a condolence message, RSU president 
Kisheto Kent and the vice president, Tenyebinlo Himb 
lamented that his demise was a loss for the students’ 
community in particular and Rengmas in general. It has 
further conveyed condolence to the bereaved family 
members and prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

NewS IN BrIefDCs inform printing press

AR nabs NSCN (IM) cadre

AR organises tour for older persons

AIGDF to launch second phase agitation

JD (U) to contest state elections

Catholic priest 
laid to rest

Kohima police issues 
traffic regulation

AR undertakes civic action programmes

DC Tsg constitutes committee

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 17.2 9.4 5.2 64 NIL
ZBT 12.1 6.5 9.7 90 NIL
Mon 23.2 13.2 7.6 89 NIL
tuensanG 14.2 10 5.3 59 NIL
MKG 14 7.4 9.5 78 NIL
PheK 19 7.2 7.9 79 NIL
KiPhire 10.4 6.8 9.8 98 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 19.5 9 8.7 63 NIL
tseMinYu 28 12.8 12.2 54 NIL
JaLuKie 24 14 12.9 100 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 24 16.8 15.8 90 2.4
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Jan 25. (EMN): Nagaland, along 
with other states in India, would launch the 
first round of Intensive Pulse Polio Immuni-
sation (IPPI) on January 28 (Sunday).

The department of  health and family 
welfare is all geared up to administer polio 
drops to over 2.3 lakhs eligible children 
from 0-5 years throughout the state in 2274 
polio booths to be manned by 9096 health 
personnel and 455 supervisors along with 
vaccines and other logistics.

Informing this, Dr. N Bendangyanger 
Jamir, principal director of  health and fam-
ily welfare, stated that special focus would 
be given to migrant population with an aim 
to prevent importation of  polio cases.

India has remained free of  wild po-
lio cases since January 2011 and India’s 
unprecedented progress against polio has 
led to certification of  south east region 
including India by WHO in March 2014. 
India remains at high risk of  importation 
till the whole world is free of  wild polio 
virus. As per the recommendations of  the 
India Expert Advisory Group (IEAG) on 
Polio, NIDs are to be conducted covering 
all the children in the age group 0-5 years 
of  age using bOPV. 

While thanking everyone for their past 
cooperation, the principal director has 
appealed all sections of  the people, agen-
cies (government and non government 
including the security forces and police), 
organisations, churches and community 
leaders and especially parents of  children 

below 5 years to come forward and ensure 
that all eligible children receive the “Two 
drops of  life” on January 28. 

For any further information, he has 
asked all concerned to contact the nearest 
health centre or the chief  medical officer/ 
district programme officer (RCH & UIP) 
of  their respective district. 

“Lets us together gift our children a 
polio free world,” he appealed. 

In a related statement, the chief  medi-
cal officer of  Dimapur, Dr. K Vikato 
Kinimi has informed that the first round 
of  Intensified Pulse Polio Immunisation 
(IPPI) in Dimapur district would be held 
on January 28. He has requested all par-
ents to bring their children aged 0-5 years 
to the nearest polio booth in their locality 
for Oral Polio Vaccine (bOPV) starting 
from 7 AM to 3 PM onwards. The de-
partment also appealed to all concerned 
citizens to mobilise children to avail the 
polio drops. Meanwhile, the department 
has acknowledged the constant support 
and co-operative from the public for suc-
cessfully implement the programme.

In a separate statement, DPO RCH & 
UP Mokokchung, Dr. Temsuyanger has in-
formed all the parents to take their children 
between 0-5 years to receive polio drops on 
that day to the nearest IPPI booth. He also 
made a clarion call to the people to cooper-
ate with the health workers and volunteers 
on the occasion to make this endeavour a 
success.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
All India Government Driv-
ers’ Federation (AIGDF) 
has decided to hold its sec-
ond phase agitation ‘Shanti 
March’ on February 2.

The second phase of  
the ‘Shanti March’ on Feb-
ruary 2 would be held in 

New Delhi at 10 AM. The 
rally would start from ITO 
K-Block, Ground Floor, 
Vikas Bhawan, l P Estate 
(AIGDF Office) to Prime 
Minister Office, New Del-
hi, India.

A press release issued 
by AIGDF president Milan 

Raj Banshi stated that dur-
ing the rally, the federation 
would submit its charter of  
demands to the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

The federation had suc-
cessfully undertaken its 
first phase ‘Shanti March’ 
on January 18.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
The mortal remains of  Dr. 
Fr. James Poonthuruthil 
SDB were laid to rest on 
January 23 at the Salesian 
Cemetery in the Salesian 
College campus, Dimapur. 
The requiem mass was pre-
sided over by Bishop James 
Thoppil DD of  Kohima 
Diocese in the Salesian 
College Chapel. He was 
assisted by Bishop John 
Thomas Kattrukudiyil of  
Itanagar Diocese and Bish-
op Paul Mattekatt DD of  
Diphu Diocese. 

Over 130 priests con-
celebrated in the requi-
em mass Fr. Shiji MSFS, 
youngest brother of  Dr. Fr. 
James Poonthuruthil SDB. 
A large congregation of  
sisters, brothers, Salesian 
cooperators, Don Bosco 
alumni, lay faithful, friends 
and well wishers as well 
as three brothers (includ-
ing Fr. Shiji MSFS), three 
sisters, one brother-in-law 
and his son were present at 
funeral ceremony.

Fr. James was ordained 
priest on December 23, 
1984. After completing 
Ph.D. in moral theology 
from Gregorian University, 
Rome, he was assigned to 
many important works. 
To mention a few: he was 
Rector of  Salesian Col-
lege of  Higher Education, 
Dimapur, from 1995 to 
2001. From 2006 to 2012, 
he served as the provincial 
superior of  Dimapur Prov-
ince comprising the states 
Arunachal Pradesh, Upper 
Assam, Manipur and Na-
galand. He was principal 
(president) of  Sacred Heart 
Theological College, Shil-
long, from 2003 to 2006. 
He worked as Rector of  
Provincial House, Shillong, 
from 2014 to 2017. In May 
2017, he was appointed as 
the Rector of  Sacred Heart 
Theological College, Shil-
long.

Dr. Fr. James Poon-
thuruthil met with a road 
accident on January 14 
and was admitted to NEI-
GRHIMS, Shillong.  He 
passed away on January 
21 a week prior to his 64th 
birthday on January 27.

regarding the presence of  
underground cadre trying to 
terrorise and extort money 
in Longpha village. 

The cadre was arrested 
by Changlang battalion 
of  the Assam Rifles. The 
troops recovered a single 
bore rifle, ledger containing 
extortion details, extortion 
slips and other incriminat-
ing evidence from his pos-
session. 

During interrogation, 
he admitted collecting ex-
tortion in the area.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
Deputy commissioner and 
district election officer, 
Mon, K Thavaseelan has 
informed all printing press 
in Mon district that print-
ing and publication of  
election pamphlets, post-
ers etc would be governed 
by the provisions of  Sec-
tion 127A of  the Repre-
sentation of  People Act 
1951.

In view of  the above 
provision, all  printing 
press in Mon district have 
been directed to follow the 
under mentioned instruc-
tions while printing such 
materials.

(1) No person shall 
print or publish, or cause 
to be printed or published, 
any election pamphlet or 
poster which does not bear 
on its face the names and 
address of  the printer and 
the publisher thereof.

(2) No person shall 
print or cause to be print-

ed any election pamphlet 
or poster unless a decla-
ration as to the identity 
of  the publisher thereof, 
signed by him and at-
tested by two persons 
to whom he is person-
ally known, is delivered 
by him to the printer in 
duplicate,  and unless, 
within a reasonable time 
after printing of  the docu-
ment, one copy of  the 
declaration is sent by the 
printer, together with one 
copy of  the document to 
the office of  the deputy 
commissioner, Mon.

It  warned that any 
violation of  the provi-
sions of  Section 127A 
and the directives of  the 
Commission would be 
seriously viewed and also 
take stern action on those 
cases including revocation 
of  licence of  the printing 
press under the relevant 
laws of  the state. Further, 
the provision of  the said 

section should be strictly 
observed during the period 
of  assembly elections to 
the 13th Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly 2018.

In a similar order, dep-
uty commissioner and 
district election officer, 
Tuensang, L Jamithung 
Lotha has directed all the 
printing press to clearly 
indicate the name and 
the address of  the printer 
and publisher in the print 
line of  any election pam-
phlet, poster and such 
other materials printed by 
the press. 

He informed that a 
copy of  the printed mate-
rial and the declaration of  
the publisher as required 
under Section 127(2) of  
the Representative of  the 
People Act, 1951, should 
be sent to the district elec-
tion officer. All printing 
presses in the district are 
asked to comply with the 
instruction/guideline.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
Janata Dal (United) has 
claimed to have received 12 
applications from various 
districts including some 
prominent politicians, 
former ministers and MLAs 
for the ensuing state assem-
bly elections.

A press release issued by 
the convenor of  Nagaland 
JD (U) NSN Lotha stated 

that the applicants were 
also from former activists of  
civil organisations including 
students’ bodies. 

It added that JD (U) is 
determined to contest only 
in conducive and winnable 
constituencies. It also stated 
that the party would not 
hesitate to filter the ticket 
aspirants based only on 
commitments to the party 

ideologies and manifestos 
on a long term principles.

Further, as published 
earlier from the office of  
the JD (U) secretary general 
that although JD (U) is still a 
part of Democratic Alliance 
of  Nagaland (DAN), yet 
the state delegation along 
with the national president 
would take a final call on 
January 27 in Delhi.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): Phek Battalion 
of  Assam Rifles under the aegis of  Inspec-
tor General Assam Rifles (North) had 
organised a national integration tour com-
prising of  30 elders from Thurutsuswumi 
village in Phek district to Delhi from Janu-
ary 10 to 21.

The tour was flagged off  in Phek town 
on January 10 by the deputy commis-
sioner, Phek. During the course of  tour, 
the participants visited various cultural 
and historical places in Delhi including 
Rajghat, Jantar Mantar, Qutub Minar, Lo-
tus Temple, India Gate, National Museum, 
Birla Mandir and Akshardham temple. 

They also had the privileged to meet the 
President of  India Ram Nath Kovind at 
Rastrapati Bhawan. 

The team returned to Phek on January 
24 after 11 days, who were warmly received 
by the Assam Rifles personnel and locals. 
A flag in ceremony was organised in Phek 
wherein all elders shared their experience 
and recounted the benefits of  the tour. 

Commanding officer Phek battalion 
exhorted all the elders to share their 
knowledge and experience with youth to 
spread awareness about the importance of  
development and peace in the region and 
in making Nagaland a progressive state. 

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
In view of  the 69th Re-
public Day celebration at 
Secretariat Plaza, Kohima, 
on January 26, Kohima 
police has issued traffic 
regulations.

Senior Superintend-
ent of  Police, Kohima, 
informed that only vehicles 
with appropriate car passes 
would be allowed entry 
to the Secretariat Plaza, 
while parking outside the 
main gate of  the Secretariat 
plaza would be free for all 
public.

It stated that no vehicle 
including two wheelers 
would be allowed parking 
by the roadside from 0600 
hrs onwards on January 26 
from BSNL Telephone Ex-
change till Classic Island; 
from Raj Bhavan till Clas-
sic Island; and from Classic 
Island till Assembly Secre-

tariat via Razhü Point.
It stated that heavy 

vehicles would not be al-
lowed to ply from High 
School junction to Assem-
bly Secretariat via Sanuoru 
subway during the Repub-
lic Day programme except 
government departmental 
buses. It added that heavy 
vehicles would not be al-
lowed to ply in Kohima 
town till the programme 
is over. It stated that all 
loading and unloading of  
goods in Kohima town 
should be completed by 
0600 hrs.

It further stated that 
heavy vehicles would not 
be allowed parking along 
the “D” Block road. While 
anticipating positive co-
operation from the public, 
the police informed that 
defaulting vehicles would 
be towed away.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): Deputy commissioner and 
district election officer, Tuensang, has in an order, stating 
that the Model Code of  Conduct (MCC) had come into 
operation from January 18, 2018, and would remain in 
force till the completion of  the state assembly election. 

In this connection, a standing committee for opera-
tion of  model code of  conduct has been constituted at 
district level with the deputy commissioner and DEO 
as chairman, along with the returning officer from all 
the assembly constituencies, representatives of  all regis-
tered national/ state political parties and additional SP 
Tuensang L Lemtur as members and Renben Mozhui as 
member secretary.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
Phek Battalion of  the As-
sam Rifles has conducted a 
lecture on HIV/AIDS and 
Drug Abuse in Phek town 
on January 24. 

The unit medical of-
ficer conducted the lec-
ture on drug abuse and 
HIV/ AIDS. The aim of  
the lecture was to cre-
ate awareness among the 
youth about the social evil 
and to save young genera-
tion from its ill effects and 
make Nagaland a drug free 
state. The lecture was at-
tended by 29 NCC cadets 
from Phek town.

In a related programme, 
Kiphire Battalion of  the 
Assam Rifles has donated 
a water supply scheme 
(borewell) in Pungro vil-
lage under Kiphire district 
on January 24.

The aim of  the project 
was to alleviate the wa-
ter related issues of  local 
populace in the remote 

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
In a run-up to the 68th 
Republic Day celebra-
tion, security forces have 
arrested one ‘ss’ private 
and rajupeyu of  NSCN 
(IM) identified as Kuhang 
Songthing on January 25 
during a search operation 
from Longpha village un-
der Changlang district in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

According to security 
forces press release, Kuhang 
Songthing was arrested bas-
ing on specific information 

area and provide a regu-
lar water supply for daily 
chores. The borewell was 
inaugurated and handed 
over to village council by 
Colonel V Tiwari in pres-
ence of  village elders and 

other civil dignitaries.
In yet another pro-

gramme, Kohima Battal-
ion of  the Assam Rifles 
organised a medical camp 
in Jotsoma village on Janu-
ary 23. The aim of  the 

medical camp was to pro-
vide free medical treat-
ment and medicines to 
local populace of  remote 
areas who were devoid of  
medical facilities at their 
villages. 

A specially constituted 
medical team under Cap-
tain G Sainath Ram, medi-
cal officer, examined the 
patients and also provided 
medicines free of  cost to 
the patients.



tion.
“Unless we the voters exer-

cise our rights in a responsible 
manner, the full result or the 
maximum output that we need 
to get from our democratic sys-
tem will not be achieved,” he 
said. 

The chief  electoral officer 
(CEO) of  Nagaland Abhijit 
Sinha also addressed the event. 
He gave perspectives about the 
significance of  the day. National 
Voters’ Day is marked as a day 
to educate the citizens of  the 
country to engage their demo-
cratic exercises freely and fear-
lessly and to enhance electoral 
participation.

“It is important for every citi-
zen to get enrolled and exercise 
their right to vote. All the voters 
should be informed, ethical and 
not be influenced of  any induce-

ment,” the CEO said. No voter 
should undergo undue pressure 
to vote for any particular candi-
date, he said.

The state’s “icon” represent-
ing people with disability, Di-
ethono Nakhro also addressed 
the programme. In her address, 
the former journalist said that 
the theme for this year’s obser-
vation—’accessible elections’—
was significant for the marginal-
ized community. “For too long, 
voters with disability have been 
ignored and marginalised. There 
have been no attempts to engage 
disabled voters by the election 
machinery and the politicians 
alike,” she said.

Saying that issues of  dis-
ability have been put to agenda 
in the recent years, Nakhro ex-
pressed gratefulness to the CEO 
and his team for having made 
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Local enforcement agencies in Dimapur seem to have begun tasting the heady brew of elections in Nagaland 
now that the state is scheduled to go to the polls. The Dimapur administration offered updates on Thur. about 
enforcement activities in the city. A flying squad of  the Election Monitoring Committee (EEM)  seized Indian 
made foreign liquor in approximately 150 cases  at Fellowship colony around 6:00 pm of Jan. 25. A complaint 
was lodged at West Police Station, a press release from the deputy commissioner’s office informed. In the image: 
Assistant Commissioner Rahul Mali, also nodal officer for EEM in Dimapur, seen here with police personnel and 
the confiscated contraband.

Pankaj Kumar speaking at the 8th National Voters’ Day programme on Jan. 25 at 
the Capital Convention Centre in Kohima town.

Abokali Jimomi speaking during the seminar on food processing in Kohima.

‘Elect the right people, ask the right thing, and get the right govt.’

EM Images

EM Images

Food processing: Nagaland still in ‘pre-school’

Release books, uniforms before academic session — NSF

Already headyVote responsibly, Kumar says, because 
you will get the govt. you voted for

the participation of  persons with 
disabilities an important part of  
the process here in the state.

“However, much remains 
to be done,” she added. “The 
foundations of  democracy are 
undermined when voters with 
disabilities are denied the fun-
damental right to voting. This is 
not just an issue for persons with 
disabilities. This is an issue for 
everyone,” Nakhro said.

Speeches were also delivered 
by Miss Nagaland for 2017 
Marina Kiho, who is also a 
state “icon.” Sievituo Solo, a 
cyclist, delivered a speech on 
the topic “my vision for a clean 
election.”

During the event EPIC and 
NVD badges were handed out 
to new voters and millennial 
voters by the chief  secretary. 
Also, the winners of  a slogan 
writing competition that was 
conducted as part of  the event 
were Athelong, Sangli and 
Onoungla. The winners of  YVF 
slogan-writing competition 
were Itheka, Savita Yadav and 
Obed KC Tsanglao.

Merio Ngullie and Kekhriese 
Yhoshü of  Ministers’ Hill Bap-
tist Hr Sec. School were also 
awarded in the category of  ‘par-
ticipants of  North East Zone.’ 
Other awards including Best 
State Level Campus Ambas-
sador and Best State level BLO 
were given away on the day.

The anthem on ‘clean elec-
tions’ was also release on the 
day.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
‘Nagaland is still in the pre-
school stage of  food process-
ing if  we were to compare 
to the institution for food 
processing,’ said Abokali Ji-
momi, founder of  a local out-
let for organic food, Organic 
Nagaland. She was speaking 
at a seminar on food process-
ing and food processing Inves-
tors’ conclave that was held at 
Hotel De Oriental Grand in 
Kohima on Jan. 25.

The program was organ-
ized by the North Eastern Re-
gional Agricultural Marketing 
Corporation (NERAMAC) 
Limited in collaboration with 
the North Eastern Council 
(NEC).

Jimomi was a speaker for 
a session of  the event. She 
has been promoting organic 
farming in Nagaland for the 
past seven years. She said that 

the state lacks d infrastructure 
and knowledge, besides be-
ing faced with ‘technological 
problems.’ The hurdles must 
be overcome to ensure growth 
of  the food processing sector 
in the state.

Also, Jimomi observed 
that  over the past  20-30 
years, ‘there is no visibility of  
progress’ despite many pro-
grams including schemes and 
projects for food processing 
in the state by different stake-
holders and the government 
itself. 

An entrepreneur herself, 
Jimomi observed that there 
was a need for stakehold-
ers to understand the idea 
of  the value chain and how 
they are important to mak-
ing everyone’s profit in the 
chain impact livelihood and 
economic income.  Creating 
a value chain is important for 
the growth of  organic farming 

and marketing, she said.
The speaker suggested also 

that the globalized market 
had now ‘too many products 
in the market.’ She said, ‘We 
cannot think that our product 
is local and that buyer will 
buy but rather compete with 
the other products if  there had 
to be growth.’ 

“We need to make our 
product marketable so that we 
can take it outside the state,” 
said Jimomi.

Gunajit Brahma from the 
Jeev Anksh Eco-Products (P) 
Ltd. in Assam, was a speaker 
at a session too. He gave a 
brief  history of  the company 
and how local produce is mar-
keted to outside the state. He 
spoke also about the essenti-
ality and importance of  the 
food processing industry. In 
the second session, he spoke 
about the potential Nagaland 
has in food processing.

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN):  
The Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) has cautioned the 
School Education department 
against  dawdling in releasing 
materials for school students pri-
marily textbooks and uniforms. 
The organisation issued a copy 
of  a representation on Thu. 
addressed to the minister for 
School Education. The NSF has 
made clear that the school mate-

rials must be released before the 
academic session starts.  

‘This matter is in regard 
to issue of  free textbooks and 
school uniforms and where the 
Naga Students Federation with 
its federating units undertook 
several rounds of  physical veri-
fication to various government 
schools in the year 2017 and in 
the course of  the verification 
it was evident that, in the past 

few years there has been serious 
delay in distribution of  texts 
books and school uniforms,’ the 
representation stated. 

‘There have also been several 
cases where schools had faced 
problems due to shortage of  
supply of  study materials to the 
students.’  

The students have insisted 
on ‘necessary arrangements’ to 
distribute study materials and 

‘readymade school uniforms or 
uniform materials with stitching 
cost so that the students would 
be able to avail the facilities on 
time before the start of  their 
academic sessions.’ 

“Failure on the part of  the 
department to address to these 
matters on time, the Federation 
will be compel to resort to its 
own course of  action as deem 
fit,” the representation added.

State

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 25 (EMN): The 
chief  secretary of  Nagaland 
Pankaj Kumar has urged Naga-
land’s citizens to exercise their 
right to vote but to vote respon-
sibly to ‘pave way for a brighter 
future.’ “To a large extent, it 
is true that the people get the 
government they deserve. So 
let us vote responsibly in order 
to elect the right people,” Ku-
mar said.

The administrator of  the 
state was addressing the 8th Na-
tional Voters’ Day programme at 
the Capital Convention Centre 
at Kohima town on Jan. 25. 
“How we exercise our vote is 
very important. If  we elect the 
right people and ask them to do 
the right thing, then we will get a 
better government,” he asserted. 
He referred to ‘some certain 
worrying trends in our country’: 
the role of  money and muscle 
power has ‘not come down.’

Another aspect of  Indian 
politics Kumar pointed to was 
that the number of  people with 
criminal records has been in-
creasing in the Parliament and 
state legislatures. This is a wor-
rying trend and needs to be tack-
led, the senior bureaucrat said.

The chief  secretary then 
referred to the concept of  ‘clean’ 
and fair election. Pankaj Kumar 
observed that the system had 
been ‘getting better and better’ 
but emphasized on the need to 
weed out bogus voters in every 
constituency and polling sta-
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Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 25 (EMN): Member of  
Autonomous Council (MAC) of  the 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) Mukut Mahanta has admitted 
that illegal coal mining has been going 
on in Karbi Anglong district. He has 
denied any hand in it though. He has 
been the focus of  the media recently 
reportedly for being a member of the 
coal mafia in the district. 

During a press conference that 
was conducted at the chief  executive 
member’s (CEM) bungalow on Jan. 
24, Wed., he said, “There is a mis-
information campaign going in the 
media about the BJP government of  
being involved in illegal coal mining 
in the district. We have been elected 
for only six months and these allega-
tions are emerging on us. Illegal coal 
mining has been going on for long in 
the district but the BJP have a policy to 
stop illegal coal mining before coming 
to power in KAAC.”

Saying that the BJP would be 
in power in the KAAC for only five 
months, he said, ‘After coming to 
power, all of  a sudden allegations 

are made against us using improper 
words which is unfortunate. There is a 
political conspiracy to finish the career 
of  MAC Mahanta and we strongly 
condemn the allegations...I accept that 
illegal coal mining has been going on 
in Klurdung, Langmili, Koilajan and 
other areas at around six places.’

The member explained more that 
even when the BJP was in the opposi-
tion, the party had demanded a stop 
to illegal coal mining. The KAAC had 
likewise constituted a committee to 
look into the matter, he said. 

‘I too felt threatened and asked for 
security. Illegal coal mining has been 
stopped totally at Langmili in my con-
stituency. After the operation of illegal 
coal mining was stopped at Langmili, 
an organisation approached me to reo-
pen it. There are many organisations 
involved in illegal coal mining in the 
district. KAAC has no right to stop il-
legal coal mining or to give permission; 
we can only seize the coal.’

Nonetheless, the member clarified 
on the matter. Mahanta said, “I came 
to know about my involvement with 
the coal mafia only through the media. 

I have been accused of being a mafia. 
The voice has been circulated without 
any name. If  there is any proof, then 
the media should present it. I accept 
that illegal coal mining is going on. 
On January 8 we tried to meet the 
Forest minister but due to some rea-
son we were unable to meet him. I 
have given a complaint on illegal coal 
mining with the SDO (civil) (he did 
not mention the sub-division). The 
voice recording circulated around to 
be me and a member of the coal mafia 
talking is not mine. As a public leader 
I talked to many but the voice in the 
recording is not mine.’  

On being queried by the media why 
he had not filed an FIR for long, he 
replied, “We will conduct an enquiry 
on illegal coal mining.”

Also, the president of  the BJP’s 
East Karbi Anglong District Com-
mittee and executive member of  the 
KAAC, Ratan Teron, while accepting 
that illegal coal mining has been going 
on in Karbi Anglong, said, “We have 
discussed the matter in the party. There 
will be an enquiry, then only the party 
will look into it.” 

Imphal, Jan. 25 (IANS): Security 
measures in the northeast were beefed 
up at an unprecedented scale in the 
backdrop of boycott calls and call for 
strikes by armed outlawed organisa-
tions on Republic Day.

The armed outfits are imposing a 
total shutdown to sabotage the official 
functions on Friday. 

Officials are also taken aback as a 
Kuki outfit, the Kuki National Front 
(Nehlun), a signatory to the suspension 
of operations with the Indian govern-
ment, is boycotting the function and 
imposing strike in the hills.

A statement issued by this outfit 
said that the shutdown is to demand 
for a “Kukiland”. Almost all the armed 
groups in the northeast have called 
for boycott and general strike from 
Thursday midnight which will remain 
effective till Friday evening.

However, the governments in the 

northeast region have given final touch-
es to celebrate the Republic Day. There 
have been bomb blasts and plantings 
of  remote controlled hand grenades 
in some parts of Manipur to send the 
message that the boycott call is not an 
empty threat.

The police and Assam Rifles sourc-
es said that patrollings have been 
intensified. During such foot patroll-
ings some powerful bombs had been 
detected in the valley and hill districts. 
Sniffer dogs are also pressed into serv-
ice to detect buried bombs. Police say 
that the underground organisations in 
the region have joined hands in boycott-
ing the Republic Day. 

The police has been raiding several 
residential areas. A ranking police of-
ficer said that no insurgent has been 
arrested in these widespread combing 
operations. 

For a long time now, national func-

tions had been reduced to a lacklustre 
official function. One senior Minister 
said that despite the boycott calls over 
60 contingents representing schools, 
colleges, cultural organisations, wom-
en’s groups, state and central forces will 
take part in the march past in Imphal. 

Police pickets have been deployed 
in all trouble prone areas and youths in 
two wheelers and cars are being frisked 
and their identity established.

L.M. Khaute, Director General 
of Police said that all available forces 
are being used in maintaining law and 
order. 

The elite strike forces are kept on 
round the clock duty. All district police 
superintendents are personally super-
vising the security arrangements ahead 
of  the Republic day. Several people 
said that despite the hectic police ef-
forts they are still apprehensive and 
many would prefer to stay indoors.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 25 (EMN): 
The budget session of  the 
Manipur Legislative As-
sembly will commence on 
Feb. 2. The session will con-
tinue till Feb. 23. It will have 
15 sessions, according to a 
provisional almanac issued 
by the assembly’s Secretary 
M Ramani Devi.

The session will be 
opened with the custom-
ary Governor’s Address. 
The supplementary de-
mands for grants for 2018-
19 will be tabled on Feb. 
5. The state’s cabinet has 
approved the draft of  the 
Governor’s Address to be 
delivered on the first day 
of  the session. 

The approval was given 
after affecting amendments 
during a cabinet meeting 
presided over by Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh in 
Imphal on Wed., official 
sources said.

Also, the cabinet has 
decided to hike remunera-
tions of  Home Guard per-
sonnel from INR 5000 to 
INR 7,730 per month. The 
cabinet has approved the 
proposal for amendment 
to schedule-I of  the MCS 
Rules of  1965 too. Accord-
ing to the amendment, the 
number of  MCS grade-I 
posts, among others, would 
be increased from 57 to 73. 
There are currently 161 
MCS grade-II posts, 57 
MCS grade-I posts and 12 
MCS selection-grade posts 
and an MCS super time 
scale post.

The state has given its 
nod similarly to the proposal 
for contractual engagement 
to different categories of  
posts in residential hostels 
to be opened at Thoubal, 
Kakching, Chandel, Teng-
noupal, and Jiribam and two 
more in Bishnupur district.

Itanagar, Jan. 25 (PTI): At least seven 
persons were killed and four others injured 
when their vechile skidded off the road and 
rolled down into a wayside gorge at Mayudia 
Pass in Lower Dibang Valley district, police 
said today.

The gorge is rocky and 1,000-meter deep, 
the police said.

The incident happened yesterday morn-
ing when the vehicle was travelling from 
Tinsukia district in Assam to Mayudia in 
Arunachal Pradesh, the police said.

Lower Dibang Valley district Deputy 
Commissioner Mitali Namchoom said the 
occupants of the vehicle were on their way 
to Mayudia, 50 kilometers away from Roing, 
the district headquarters, to witness snowfall.

All the tourists were from Tinsukia dis-
trict in Assam, Namchoom said.

The Army personnel of Dao division res-
cued four persons, Namchoom said, adding, 
they were found hanging in the gorge about 
300 meters below the accident site.

So far, only two bodies could be recov-
ered from the spot, Namchoom said, adding, 

the bodies were sent to the district hospital 
for post-mortem examinations.

The DC informed that rescue operation 
was hampered due to heavy rainfall and 
snowfall last night and only four persons 
could reach the spot today.

Men and machineries were pressed into 
action by the district administration to re-
trieve the bodies but the operation was ham-
pered due to inclement weather, the DC said.

Desali Circle Officer Hage Atho is con-
stantly monitoring the operation along with 
the district police, the ITBP and the Army, 
the DC added.

Meanwhile, an emergency meeting was 
carried out today to discuss and chalk out 
detailed course of action, following the huge 
number of tourist inflow, and the increas-
ing number of road accidents occurring at 
Mayudia.

It was decided that a comprehensive pol-
icy will be formulated to regulate the flow of  
traffic and tourist in the district, the DC said. 

An executive order to the effect would be 
issued shortly, the DC added. 

Guwahati, Jan. 25 (PTI): A 90-day 
‘No Horn’ campaign to create mass 
awareness was currently on in Gu-
wahati to combat the urban menace 
of noise pollution.

The campaign was launched by 
Assam Governor Jagadish Mukhi 
who called on the citizens of  Gu-
wahati to keep the environment 
noise free.

“Our ears can bear noise upto a 
certain limit but when it exceeds the 
maximum limit, it can lead to vari-
ous diseases.

The problem can be resolved 
only when we reduce the sound 
produced in our surroundings”, the 

governor had said while launching 
the campaign at the onset of  the 
New Year.

As there was no effective law 
for controlling noise pollution, the 
campaign would go a long way in 
tackling the menace of noise pollu-
tion, he had said.

As part of  the campaign, ac-
tivities ranging from awareness pro-
grammes at traffic signals, shopping 
malls, offices, colleges to organising 
bike rallies and sensitization pro-
grammes in important hubs like the 
Inter State Bus Terminus (ISBT) 
have been undertaken.

Hoardings, banners and posters 

of the campaign have also been put 
up across the city.

During the campaign, profes-
sional bus and truck drivers would 
be sensitised by organizing aware-
ness programmes in public depots 
like the ISBT. The campaign has 
gained momentum with government 
departments such as the Assam State 
Transport Corporation and the As-
sam Police extending their support 
to the campaign. The campaign, 
conceptualised by social develop-
ment organization ‘Byatikram’, will 
be replicated throughout the city.

“Noise pollution is an urban 
menace spreading roots across 

the world and our city, Guwahati, 
has also not been spared from it. 
Therefore, we decided to launch the 
campaign on ‘No Horn Please’,” 
Byatikram’s Co-founder Saumen 
Bharatiya said. This initiative hopes 
to make Guwahati a better place to 
live in and an example for other cities 
to follow, he said.

“In this age of stress, the least we 
can do is to not irritate fellow driv-
ers and passengers by unnecessary 
honking.  We also need to respect 
peaceful environment of No Horn 
Zones like hospitals and schools”, 
Bharatiya added.  The campaign will 
end on March 31.

Agartala, Jan. 25 (IANS): 
The BJP on Thursday forged 
an alliance with the tribal-
based Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) to 
unitedly fight the Februsry 
18 elections to the state as-
sembly, Assam Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
here.

“After a series of discus-
sions, the BJP and the IPFT 
(N.C. Debbarma faction) 
formed an alliance to fight 
unitedly against the ruling 
Left,” Sarma, the BJP in-
charge of  the Tripura elec-

tions, told the media.
According to the deal, 

the BJP will field candidates 
in 51 of the 60 seats and the 
IPFT in nine. “If any leader 
of  other parties is keen to 
enter this alliance, he or she 
has to contest on BJP’s lotus 
symbol.”

Sarma, convener of  
the BJP-led anti-Congress 
North East Democratic Alli-
ance (NEDA), said his party 
would not form any alliance 
with other two tribal-based 
parties -- Indigenous Nation-
alist Party of Tripura (INPT) 

and National Conference of  
Tripura (NCT).

“The names of the nom-
inees would be declared on 
Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning,” said Sarma, a 
former Congress Minister 
who joined the BJP before 
Assam assembly elections 
in 2016.

On the IPFT’s sepa-
rate state demand, he said 
the Modi government and 
a BJP-led government in 
Tripura -- if  one is formed -- 
would take steps to develop 
the scio-economic condi-

tion, education, language 
and culture of the tribals.

He said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, BJP 
President Amit Shah, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath and many 
other central leaders will 
campaign for the party from 
second week of February.

The Communist Party 
of  India-Marxist and the 
Congress have denounced 
the BJP for aligning with 
the IPFT which they say has 
links with the terrorist Na-

tional Liberation Front of  
Tripura (NLFT). The IPFT 
has denied the accusations.

The IPFT since 2009 
had been agitating for up-
grading the existing Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council (TTAADC) 
to a separate tribal state. 

The Congress is also 
discussing with NCT and 
INPT and Rajeshwar Deb-
barma-led faction of IPFT to 
forge a possible alliance with 
the three tribal-based parties. 
The INPT is an old electoral 
ally of Congress.

Sonamura (Tripura), Jan. 25 
(PTI): Border Security Force 
(BSF) personnel today seized a 
pistol, live cartridges and drugs 
from the house of a BJP worker 
at Tarapur village near Indo-
Bangladesh border.

Tarapur in Sipahijala district 
falls under Dhanpur constituency 
from where state Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar has won four times 

in a row since 1998 and would 
also contest from there this time 
too. Election for the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly would be held 
on February 18.

Acting on a tip-off, BSF per-
sonnel raided the house of  BJP 
worker Abdur Rahaman early 
in the morning and recovered a 
9 mm pistol with nine live car-
tridges, 270 bottles of cough syrup 

and 450 tablets, both used as 
intoxicants, BSF Commandant 
Ganesh Kumar said.

Besides, Rs 2.10 lakh and 
Bangladeshi Taka 10,402 were 
also seized from the house of  
Rahaman, who was later handed 
over to the police.

Kumar told reporters that 
the BSF had information that 
arms and ammunition could be 

smuggled to India from Bangla-
desh before the election. Local 
CPI(M) leader Abdul Karim said 
Abdul Rahaman is an active BJP 
worker who had contested the last 
panchayat election as a candidate 
of the saffron party.

“Now it is proved that BJP 
workers were gathering arms and 
ammunition for use before the 
elections to create tension and 

to intimidate CPI(M) activist,” 
claimed Karim, chairman of  
Kathalia panchayat samiti.

Admitting that Abdur Ra-
haman is a party activist, state 
BJP General Secretary Pratima 
Bhowmik said he has been framed 
to tarnish the image of the party.

“Local CPI(M) workers 
might have kept the pistol and 
other things at his house with an 

ulterior motive,” said Bhowmik 
also hails from the same Assem-
bly constituency and is likely to 
contest from there. 

Tripura Chief  Electoral Of-
ficer Sriram Taranikanti said in 
Agartala last night that the BSF 
was alerted to guard the 856 
kilometre long border of the state 
with Bangladesh in view of  the 
election.

Guwahati, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Assam Governor Prof Jag-
dish Mukhi today called 
upon voters of all age groups 
to exercise their franchise for 
a stronger and participatory 
democracy.

“Every citizen of India 
is given the right to exercise 
his free will, irrespective of  
class, creed, societal and 
other affiliations”, the gov-
ernor said on the occasion 
of  National Voters’ Day 
at a function organised by 
Kamrup (Metro) district 
administration.

“Outlining the theme of  

this year’s National Voters’ 
Day, 2018 which is “Accessi-
ble Elections”, the Governor 
said, “the theme could not 
have been more appropriate 
to assess and acknowledge 
the huge and vital role of  
the specially-abled electors”.

The gover nor  a lso 
stressed on the importance 
of  ensuring accessibility to 
the differently abled electors 
by Ensuring Basic Mini-
mum Facilities (BMF) like 
wheel chairs, ramps, etc 
which is only the first step to 
ensuring “Accessible Elec-
tions” .

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan 25 (EMN): Troopers of the Assam Rifles de-
ployed along the Imphal-Moreh road are said to have con-
fiscated a huge quantity of timber illegally being transported 
across the Indo-Myanmar border, according to Assam Rifles 
sources. 

In the early hours of  Jan. 24, a batch of 16 fully loaded 
trucks was found to be moving from the border commercial 
town of Moreh to Imphal. Noticing the uncommon move-
ment of such a number of carriers at odd hours, the Assam 
Rifles personnel halted the vehicles. It was found during an  
inquiry then that timber was being transported without of-
ficial permits from the Manipur Forest department. 

The details of it were reportedly communicated to the 
divisional forest officer of Thoubal who responded by send-
ing a team to check the consignment. After assessment by 
the forest officials the value of the seized timber was assessed 
to be worth INR 34 lakh. The entire consignment was later 
handed over by the Assam Rifles over to officials of the dis-
trict forest department, the source claimed.

Shillong, Jan. 25 (PTI): The National 
People s Party today alleged the Mukul 
Sangma government in Meghalaya has 
“failed” to implement the Right to Edu-
cation and nearly one lakh students have 
dropped out of  school during the past 
four years.

The NPP which will contest at least 51 
seats in February 27 Meghalaya Assembly 
election in a document said, “With the Right 
to Education (RTE) it was hoped the educa-
tion at the elementary level in Meghalaya 
would receive a big boost ... the programme 
in Meghalaya did not achieve the very objec-
tives it set out to fulfil.” 

It said “Haste, lack of proper planning, 
ignorance of ground reality, financial miscal-
culations and general apathy are all to blame 
for the failure of our education system.” 

Sarva Shiksha Abiyan which has helped 
reduced the annual average drop-out rate 

at the primary level from 9.11 per cent in 
2009-10 to 4.13 per cent in 2015-16, but in 
Meghalaya nearly one lakh students have 
dropped out from schools over the last four 
years, the NPP document said.

It also pointed out various government 
reports which revealed deficiencies in the 
programme although the state achieved an 
enrolment level of 95 to 98 per cent during 
2010-16. 

“The performance of  this programme 
suggested by different government reports 
revealed deficiencies in preparation of  
Perspective Plan, attainment of  universal 
elementary education, coverage of Out of  
School Children (OOSC) and Children with 
Special Needs (CWSN),” it said.

The NPP called for proper evaluation of  
the financial and political climate in Meg-
halaya with an aim to ensure that primary 
education does not go awry.
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Members of the KAAC addressing the media during a press conference on Jan. 24 at the CEM’s bungalow.  
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Bongaigaon, Jan. 25 (PTI): Assam has 
got its first fleet of pink autorickshaws to be 
driven exclusively by women for women.

Thirteen women from economically-
challenged background were included in 
the first batch and given freshly painted 
pink autos here last week under the Na-
tional Urban Livelihood Mission, said its 
Bongaigaon city project manager Kusum-
bar Choudhury.

These women were among 20, most 
of them married, drawn from a self help 
group (SHG) to be provided driving les-
sons by Dispur Driving Training School 
in Guwahati, he said.

The women were provided with the 
autos after two months of training, he said, 
adding they would wear salwar-kameez as 
uniform when on the road from morning 
till 6 pm initially.

Ten of  the autos were donated by 
Bongaigaon Refinery and the rest three 
procured by the SHG with loan from a 
nationalised bank.

Pink autorickshaw service run exclu-
sively for women and children is opera-
tional in cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Surat, 
Ranchi and Bhubaneswar, Choudhury 
said.

The idea of  introducing special au-
torickshaws for women passengers came 
to Choudhury after a woman member of  
a SHG escaped an abduction bid while 
travelling in a three-wheeler in Bongaigaon 
town last year.

Manju Devi, a community organiser 
of the mission, said she encouraged these 
women to take up the new occupation as it 
will ensure safe travel for women.

The Bongaigaon Auto Union has 
lent support to the initiative and the 13 
women drivers will be its members with 
each issued a helpline number to contact 
the police and ambulance service at times 
of emergency.

Purnima Paul Das, 36, who worked as 
a domestic help in Bongaigaon for the past 
20 years, is excited about her new identity.

“I no longer have to work in house-
holds for a livelihood.

My husband manages to earn only 
about Rs 2,000 a month selling vegetables. 
At first I was nervous but now after a week 
of operating the vehicle, I am getting used 
to driving this autorickshaw,” Das said.

Saraswati Sahu, a widow in her 30s, 
said she faced hardship to support her 
family with a meagre monthly income of  
Rs 2,500 as an assistant in a beauty parlour 
in the town but now she is “confident of  
supporting my family with the earnings I 
get from the auto-rickshaw”.

Anaki Ray, in her late 40s, is proud 
to be an auto driver which she chose to 
become so that her inadequate family 
income increases with her contribution 
as her two sons are unemployed and her 
daily wage earner husband s does not get 
enough.

“Taking up this profession, I’ve some-
thing to look forward to now,” she said.

Another woman Mona Das, 32, who 
worked as a domestic help and is a mother 
of two had no income after her husband 
turned alcoholic and lost his job.

“I took to driving auto rickshaw for 
self-dignity and to support my children,” 
she said.

All-women pink autos 
make Assam debut

Denies nexus with coal mafia   
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Mkts catch breath after 6-day run; indices off record highs

Gadkari opens projects 
worth Rs 6,517 cr in UP

SBI Life launches 
term policy with 
health cover

 
Kolkata, Jan. 25 (PTI): Pri-
vate life insurance company 
SBI Life today announced 
the launch of a term policy 
with critical illness cover 
for 36 diseases. The critical 
illness cover increases as the 
term of the policy progresses 
over the years. President for 
eastern, central and north-
eastern region of SBI Life, 
Ravindra Kumar said the 
policy, SBI Life Poorna 
Suraksha, was aimed at the 
initial years of  a person’s 
life, the liabilities were high-
er and decreases as years 
progress. Briefing reporters 
here today, he said the policy 
had a re-balancing feature 
with the proportion of  life 
cover progressively decrease 
and vice versa the critical 
illness cover. During the first 
half of the current fiscal, SBI 
Life’s total premium income 
was Rs 9248 crore, including 
new business premium of  
Rs 4288 crore. Kumar said, 
this was a growth of 44 per 
cent over the similar period 
previous fiscal. In the last 
fiscal, the company earned a 
total premium income of Rs 
21,000 crore, including Rs 
10,000 crore new premium 
income.

Gold extends rally; 
silver firms up

 
Mumbai, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Gold rallied for the fifth 
straight session, surging fur-
ther by Rs 170 per 10 grams 
at the bullion market here 
today following sustained 
demand from stockists and 
retailers amid bullish global 
cues. Silver also continued 
to rise by gaining Rs 620 per 
kg on persistent offtake from 
industrial units. Standard 
gold (99.5 per cent purity) 
climbed by Rs 170 to end 
at Rs 30,445 per 10 grams 
from Wednesday’s closing 
level of  Rs 30,275. Pure 
gold (99.9 per cent purity) 
also moved up by a similar 
amount to close at Rs 30,595 
per 10 grams compared to 
Rs 30,425 yesterday. Silver 
(.999 fineness) rose by Rs 
620 to conclude at Rs 39,765 
per kg as against Rs 39,145 
previously. Globally, gold 
prices climbed to their high-
est since August 2016 as a 
weakening dollar helped 
it to extend gains of  more 
than 10 per cent since mid-
December. Spot gold was up 
0.1 per cent at USD 1,358.80 
an ounce at early trade. In 
other precious metals, silver 
was down 0.1 per cent at 
USD 17.56 an ounce.

Sebi orders 
Gulshan Nirman to 
refund investors’ 
money

 
New Delhi, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Regulator Sebi has barred 
Gulshan Nirman India Ltd 
and its present and former 
directors from the capital 
market for at least four years 
and directed them to refund 
the money that the com-
pany had collected illegally 
from investors. According to 
a Sebi order, Gulshan Nir-
man had raised an amount 
of  over Rs 39 lakh by is-
suing secured redeemable 
non- convertible debentures 
(NCDs) to at least 75 inves-
tors during the financial 
years 2011-12 and 2012-13. 
Since the securities were is-
sued to more than 50 people, 
the offer of NCDs qualified 
as a public issue and required 
their compulsory listing on a 
recognised stock exchange. 
However, the company did 
not comply with the provi-
sion. Among other require-
ments, the firm was required 
to register a prospectus with 
the Registrar of Companies 
(RoC) under the Companies 
Act, which it failed to do. 
Accordingly, in an order 
passed on January 24, Sebi 
has asked the firm and its 
present as well as former di-
rectors to refund the money 
raised during their respective 
period of directorship along 
with an annual interest of  
15 per cent. These directors 
have also been restrained 
from the securities markets 
for at least four years. Also, 
they have been prohibited 
from associating themselves 
with any listed company 
for the same period of time. 
Further, Gulshan Deben-
ture Trust and Aisha Begum 
have been restrained from 
accessing the securities mar-
ket for four years.

News iN Brief Jio launches lowest rental of 
rs 49 for feature phone users New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI): 

Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari today inaugurated and 
also laid the foundation 
stone for several projects in 
Uttar Pradesh -- all totalling 
Rs 6,517 crore.

These seven national 
highway (NH) projects have 
a total length of  246 km, 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways said in a state-
ment.

In Maharajganj, Gadka-
ri opened the newly widened 
and strengthened 26.9 km 
Urka-Ramnagar section and 
33 km long Siswa Babu to 
Kaptanganj section of NH 
730, it said.

These projects cost Rs 
369 crore.

He also laid the founda-
tion stone for widening and 
strengthening 21.12 km long 
Ramnagar-Siswa Babu sec-
tion of NH 730 at a cost of  
Rs 193 crore.

“In Ghazipur, Gadkari 
laid the foundation stone for 
widening and strengthening 
of 65.38 km long Ghazipur-
Mau section of NH 29 at a 
cost of Rs 3,580 crore, Hri-
daypur -Tikri Buzurg section 
of NH 97 and 56.2 km long 

Ghazipur-Jamania- Sayy-
adraja section of  national 
highways,” the statement 
said.

In addition to this, the 
road transport and highways 
minister also laid the foun-
dation stone for an Intermo-
dal Terminal on National 
Waterways -I (River Ganga) 
at Ghazipur.

This terminal is being 
constructed as part of  the 
World Bank aided Jal Marg 
Vikas project and will pro-
vide intermodal transporta-
tion facility for cargo.

The terminal will link 
the NW-I with NH 31, the 
statement said, adding that 
it will be very important for 
efficient movement of large 
and small cargo by provid-
ing the options for both land 
and water transportation or 
the option for intermodal 
switching.

Gadkari also laid the 
foundation stone for “wid-
ening of 15 km long Deoria 
Byepass section of NH 727 
A at a cost of Rs 600 crore 
and 27.75 km long Kaptan-
ganj-Padrauna section of  
NH 730 at a cost of Rs 275 
crore”, the statement said.

New Delhi, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Turning its focus towards 
feature phone users, Reli-
ance Jio today announced 
the lowest rental plan of  
Rs 49 in which it will offer 
unlimited voice and data 
for 28 days for JioPhone 
subscribers, effective Janu-
ary 26.

“JioPhone users will 
enjoy free voice calls and 
unlimited data (1GB at 
high speed) for 28 days at 
a price of  only Rs 49. Jio is 
also introducing affordable 
data add-ons at Rs 11, 21, 
51 and 101,” the company 
said in a statement.

“Tariffs charged for fea-
ture phone users continue 
to be exorbitant, while their 
smartphone counterparts 

Mumbai, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Indian stock market took a 
breather after a six-session 
dizzying rally, with bench-
mark indices Sensex and 
Nifty skidding from their 
closing peaks after emer-
gence of  sell-off  in recent 
high-flying counters.

The investor sentiment 
was majorly driven by un-
der- pressure banking stocks, 
which had recently seen 
sharp run-up in valuation, 
as the market was concerned 
over government’s move to 
allocate higher capital to 
weaker banks.

Besides, a mild volatil-
ity erupted as today being 
the last session of  January 
expiry in the derivatives seg-
ment and also ahead of  a 
long weekend.

The BSE Sensex to-
day fell over 111 points, or 
0.31 per cent, to close at 
36,050.44; and the NSE 
Nifty concluded the ses-
sion with a loss of  over 16 
points, or 0.15 per cent, at 
11,069.65.

On a weekly basis, it was 
eighth straight week of gains 
for the markets. During the 
period, the 30-share Sensex 
added 538.86 points, or 1.51 
per cent; while the broader 

Nifty gathered 174.95 points, 
or 1.60 per cent.

Anand James, Chief  
Market Strategist, Geojit Fi-
nancial Services, said, “With 
the bulk of recapitalisation 
funds going to the banks 
in the PCA category, PSB 
heavy weights quickly let go 
off the recent gains, putting 
pressure on market senti-
ments. Nifty rollover which 
was the lowest in 5 months 
until yesterday, quickly gath-
ered pace putting a lid on 
upside attempts...” 

Among the Sensex con-
stituents, SBI was in red, 
tumbling the most by about 
5 per cent a day after the 
government said it will inject 
Rs 88,139 crore capital in 20 
public sector banks (PSBs) 
before March.

Other state-run lenders, 
Punjab National Bank and 
Bank of Baroda also retreat-
ed by up to 7.07 per cent.

Overall sentiment was 
cautious as investors were 
on a wait-and-watch mode 
ahead of the Union Budget 
to be unveiled on February 
1 and a long weekend as 
markets will remain shut 
tomorrow on account of  
“Republic Day”.

Investors were con-

cerned over surging global 
crude prices which climbed 
to over three year highs to 
trade at USD 71 a barrel too 
negatively impacted senti-
ments, traders said.

The Sensex after rising 
to 36,247.02 points in early 
trade, turned negative and 
cracked the 36,000-mark 
to hit a low of  35,823.35 
as participants indulged in 
squaring-up their positions 
in view of expiry amid prof-
it-booking at record levels.

However, it recovered 
part of  lost grounds on 
short- covering towards the 
fag-end and settled the day 
at 36,050.44, still down by 
111.20 points, or 0.31 per 
cent.

The gauge had gained 
1,390.53 points in the pre-
vious six record-setting 
sessions and closed at an 
all-time high of  36,161.64 
points after scaling a new 
peak of 36,268.19 in yester-
day’s session.

The Nifty too remained 
in the negative terrain for 
the better part of  the ses-
sion and touched a low of  
11,009.20 and finally closed 
16.35 points, or 0.15 per 
cent, lower at 11,069.65 
points. Intra-day, it hit a high 

on Jio enjoyed free voice 
calls and high speed data at 
the most affordable tariffs. 
The high feature phone tar-

iffs make it impossible for 
them to even think of  using 
data...Jio has made data af-
fordable for everyone,” the 

statement said.
Besides, the telco as 

part of  its ‘Republic Day 
offer’ will double the valid-
ity of  Rs 98 pack to 28 days 
from the current 14 days.

“...this Republic Day 
will mark an acceleration 
towards achieving the vi-
sion of  Digital Freedom 
for the 50 crore feature 
phone users of  India. Cur-
rently, they can neither 
afford even the cheapest 
4G LTE smartphone, nor 
the exorbitant cost of  data 
and voice charged for 2G 
services,” Jio said.

Recently, Reliance Jio 
also decided to offer 500 
MB extra data to its sub-
scribers using 1GB and 
1.5GB per day data packs 

with effect from January 
26.

Mobile data rates will 
see a further drop to as low 
as Rs 2.7 per GB with Reli-
ance Jio announcing extra 
500 MB data for its users 
of  select plans as part of  
‘Republic Day offer’, as per 
a Bank of  America Merrill 
Lynch report.

Jio’s closest rival Bharti 
Airtel data cost per GB has 
dropped to Rs 4 under its 
new schemes.

The tariff of Rs 2.7 per 
GB data is about 99 per 
cent lower compared to Rs 
249-259 per GB charged 
by established big operators 
till August 2016 -- before 
commercial launch of Jio 
services.

of 11,095.60.
Traders also described 

today’s fall as a technical 
correction as markets were 
in an “over-bought” posi-
tion as stock valuations were 
stretched, spurred by en-
couraging quarterly earnings 
of some bluechip companies 
and unabated foreign fund 
inflows.

Meanwhile, foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) bought 
shares worth a net Rs 776.42 
crore, while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) sold 
shares worth a net Rs 193.87 
crore yesterday, as per provi-
sional data.

Among other laggards, 
Dr Reddy’s too felt the heat 
and plunged 2.26 per cent to 
Rs 2,504 after the company 
today posted a 38.51 per 

cent dip in consolidated 
net profit at Rs 302.7 crore 
for the third quarter ended 
December 31.
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The Leader

I
n the present context of  democracy that is preva-
lent around the world a leader is chosen or elected 
by the people. The concept or the doctrine is not 
so in monarchies where a ruler is decided by birth. 

However, in Nagaland after every election the elected 
leaders always face the wrath of  the people whichever 
party the legislator belongs to. Electoral democracy in 
the state is no different from the rest of  the country and  
from around the world with the strict use of  the secret 
ballot. Still, the power of  the rich and the mighty that 
is supposed to go back to the ballot and empower the 
people is yet to be achieved in Nagaland. Either the in-
fluence of  the rich and the mighty is too strong  to be 
eradicated or the electorate does not want to eradicate 
it at all. 

Nagaland is a state with hardly 2 million popula-
tion that is divided into 60 assembly constituencies with 
2194 polling stations. The state’s administration of  the 
16 recognised tribes and other indigenous inhabitants 
is divided into 12 districts with 2-3 sub-divisions cur-
rently demanding districts. Even among the 16 tribes 
the tribes are further divided and grouped according to 
geographical regions and affinities. All these are further 
subdivided into about 1400 recognised villages across 
Nagaland and some few urban areas. All these divisions 
have its own interest groups and lobbies that would just 
fabricate issues that gets accentuated during elections. 
The vote for the best leader somehow gets lost in lieu 
of   the vote for one’s interests. The candidates therefore 
has to address the voters in interest groups and not as 
individuals, the one major flaw in the democratic proc-
ess in the state. 

Strong leaders are therefore criticised unless he or 
she is strong enough to use force for the benefit of  his 
supporters, at times even overriding the law. Currently 
in Nagaland a spineless leader who says yes to all is 
celebrated. However after the elections, all will join the 
chorus to criticise how such leaders were made law-
makers.  The probable reason why the last tenure all 
the best leaders during elections, became one of  most 
criticised of  all the leaders  in the history of  the state. 
On the other hand the leaders of  yesteryears who were 
strong and firm in their decisions are at present con-
sidered autocratic.  Moreover, the state is divided on 
so many lines that it is becoming impossible for any 
leader to listen to the interests of  all the sub divisions.  
Money has become the only power that can win over 
those vested interests and the money that is used is usu-
ally meant for development and public welfare.  As long 
as this scenario does not change the search for the ideal 
leaders in the state is an exercise in vain. 

Vishnu Makhijani | IANS

Prof. G.T. Thong

A heart in tune with God can’t help but 
sing His praise.

“Time flies when you’re having fun.” This cliché has no 
basis in fact, but experience makes it seem true.

When life is pleasant, time passes all too quickly. Give 
me a task that I enjoy, or a person whose company I love, 
and time seems irrelevant.

My experience of this “reality” has given me a new un-
derstanding of the scene described in Revelation 4. In the 
past, when I considered the four living creatures seated 
around God’s throne who keep repeating the same few 
words, I thought, What a boring existence!

I don’t think that anymore. I think about the scenes they 
have witnessed with their many eyes (v. 8). I consider the 
view they have from their position around God’s throne (v. 
6). I think of how amazed they are at God’s wise and loving 
involvement with wayward earthlings. Then I think, What 
better response could there be? What else is there to say 
but, “Holy, holy, holy”?

Is it boring to say the same words over and over? Not 
when you’re in the presence of the one you love. Not when 
you’re doing exactly what you were designed to do.

Like the four creatures, we were designed to glorify 
God. Our lives will never be boring if we’re focusing our 
attention on Him and fulfilling that purpose.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Early in the 
morning our song shall rise to Thee; holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed 

Trinity!  Reginald Heber

LETTER TO EDITOR

DAILY

PATH
Holy, Holy, Holy

Now that the Election Bugle has 
sounded, there is tension and 
dread amongst the Common 

Man; and rightly so, because their vehicles 
may be requisitioned any moment for the 
forthcoming elections. But there is nothing 
much that can be done about it because 
any vehicle can be requisitioned any time 
for any election conducted by the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI). That is the 
rule! However, it is heart wrenching for 
the common man, many of  whom have 
saved hard or got advances/loans to buy 
their vehicles for personal use.

While not undermining the ECI, and 
by extension the Election Department of  
Nagaland and its perfectly legal position 
of  requisitioning vehicles, some thoughts 
on the subject, and its possible conces-
sions and available options, crop up. Na-
galand, the Government-vehicle capital 
of  the world, probably has enough gov-

ernment vehicles to cater to the election 
needs of  the entire state. Of course, some 
government vehicles (not all) attached to a 
few offices such as Police, Civil Adminis-
tration, etc. cannot be requisitioned due to 
election related reasons. However, the vast 
majority can, and should be requisitioned.

It is well known to every individual 
in Nagaland that most of  the higher level 
officers, many of  whom should not even 
be entitled to a vehicle in this welfare 
state (elected members perpetually with 
begging bowls in Delhi), have two/three 
or more government vehicles illegally at 
their disposal. The elected members too 
have as many, or more government ve-
hicles. These are besides any number of  
private vehicles of  their own; definitely 
not purchased out of  clean, hard earned 
money. Nagaland is one of  the most cor-
rupt states of  India today, where extensive 
manipulation and open loot is the norm. 
Result? Retarded Growth! As if  that were 
not enough, there have been rampant pur-

chases of  expensive vehicles, in thousand-
fold excess of  requirements for the cor-
rupt, manipulative, and inefficient people 
manning the system. I do not mean to 
generalise because we do know there are 
some (very few) honest and deserving of-
ficers with a single vehicle who are quietly 
doing their bit to help change the rotten 
system. Most of  these vehicles are also 
harshly and uncaringly misused along the 
river courses we used to know as roads a 
couple of  decades back, because the gov-
ernment also foots the bills for their ex-
pensive maintenance.

Then we have the abnormally large 
fleet of  licensed commercial vehicles (one 
wonders what the world record, in terms 
of  ratio, is?), which have also added to our 
traffic woes. Most have suddenly disap-
peared from the scene to evade election 
duty, resulting in abnormal hike in fares 
along certain routes. We also have a large 
number of  non-licensed taxis doing roar-
ing business in parts of  Nagaland.

The commercial and government 
vehicles should first be requisitioned for 
the forthcoming elections, instead of  col-
laring the common man. If  the require-
ment still exists, then the common man 
would definitely comply, without much 
complaint. If  the commercial vehicles 
have gone into hiding, what’s the big 
deal? The RTO’s should have all their 
contact details. Any pretentions of  being 
in workshops for major repairs during 
election time should lead to prosecutions. 
That is also the rule! All government/au-
tonomous departments have details of  
all vehicles attached to their Ministers, 
Advisors, Chairmen, Parliamentary Sec-
retaries, Administrative and Technical 
heads, staff, etc. Try that out, it should 
not be difficult!

Please spare the common man! Give 
him some respite, particularly during elec-
tions, if  possible, from all the crap that has 
been unfairly dumped on him over the 
decades.

We Nagas have been looking for 
a kind of  political agreement 
with the governments of  India 

and Burma that can protect our land and 
sovereign right, our identity and history, 
our culture and the Church and above all, 
our future from their political, military 
and cultural imperialism.

History says that when the Nagas tried 
to solve the problem through political dia-
logue, the past Indian leadership created 
war situation in Nagalim; when the Nagas 
viewed the conflict from the perspective 
of  lndo-Naga political issue, the Indian 
leadership deliberately construed it as a 
domestic problem of India; when the Na-
gas submitted numerous political Memo-
randums to the Government of  India for 
peaceful resolution of  the problem, the 
Indian leadership read them as appeals 
for redressing their grievances; when the 
Naga international support groups includ-
ing UNO spoke out on violations of  hu-
man rights in Nagalim, the Indian leader-
ship misconstrued it as an interference in 
their internal affairs and turned a deaf  ear 
to their voices; when the long-drawn lndo-
Naga political issue had cost the Nagas 
and the Indians many thousands of  lives, 
the Indian leadership and their Naga col-
laborators made money out of  it; when the 
Naga people prayed without ceasing for a 
durable political solution in the land, the 
Indian leaders trusted more in the mantra 
of  trickery and divide and rule policy. In 
fact, the Indian leadership had done all 
these deliberately. It is a horrible mistake! 
The issue should be viewed from the right 
perspective. The Nagas are not asking for 

a piece of  land from India or others, they 
have been living in their own land from 
time immemorial. The Nagas simply say 
they will decide their future by themselves. 
They are not asking for devolution of  
power from India or Burma. They are also 
a sovereign people by right. The problem 
began the day Indian and Burmese aggres-
sion started. Our is a case of  aggression.

When the resistance movement of  
the Nagas created an opportunity for 
dialogue the Indian leaders exploited this 
opportunity to their advantage and made 
the so-called 16- point agreement with a 
few un-mandated individual Nagas. It 
was nothing but a political bait to hook 
the Naga issue. The Shillong Accord was 
also another attempt to murder the issue 
of  the Nagas. Both the agreements are 
roadblocks not solution the Nagas have 
been looking for.

Even after decades of  oppressions, per-
secutions, imprisonment, destruction of  
villages and crops perpetrated against the 
Nagas and killing hundreds of  thousands 
Nagas or pouring blood-tainted money 
for tinsel development works, the Indian 
leaders could neither stop the Nagas nor 
convince them. Fighting and killing did 
not bring any dividend to them. So as dic-
tated by the circumstances Gol changed 
its approach from military to political and 
embarked upon political dialogue with the 
Nagas.

 After prolonged negotiations the his-
toric Framework Agreement was officially 
signed between the Government of  India 
and NSCN as two entities on 3rd August 
2015, which recognizes the sovereign right 

of  the Nagas, the unique history and iden-
tity of  the Nagas and land of  the Nagas. 
Taking the security of  India and the politi-
cal and historical rights of  the Nagas into 
account the two parties officially agreed 
that India and Nagas will co-exist as two 
entities and share sovereign power be-
tween the two entities.

Now the question arises what is to be 
done if  and when Gol does not keep the 
agreement and goes back upon its word? 
Our past leaders said most of  the Indian 
leaders have names in insincerity and 
trickery. If  the big and strong animal can-
not be killed with one bullet the hunter 
uses double bullets or more. If  it cannot 
be killed with a small gun he uses a bigger 
gun. Likewise, it demands of  the Nagas to 
give bigger efforts, to work out bigger poli-
cies and strategies, to create bigger minds 
and hearts, to build up bigger faith, to 
say bigger prayers and to take bigger and 
stronger determination and decision for 
the problem.

In deed, the war-ridden Naga people 
have been longing for an early solution to 
the long drawn lndo-Naga conflict, and 
that is legitimate. But the focal point is 
whether it is an early solution or late so-
lution it does not matter, what matters is 
- it must bring the complete set of  what 
belongs to the Nagas. Nagas thirst for 
genuine solution that can protect their 
future. Any kind of  solution that betrays 
the future of  the Nagas is no solution. We 
cannot place our future to be decided by 
others. We must decide our future by our-
selves and that is where NSCN stands. We 
will cling to the ‘Framework Agreement’ 

and stand by that in all weathers. We will 
keep going with it even if  there are opposi-
tions. We will keep looking at the Creator 
of  kingdoms with unwavering faith. Our 
survival strategy is in our firm stand and 
the power of  prayer.

What do we mean by solution, not 
election? Election is anti-thesis of  solu-
tion. Solution is about the future of  the 
Nagas whereas election is about the In-
dian constitution; solution is about the 
unique history, culture and identity of  
the Nagas whereas election is about In-
dia; solution is about the land of  the N 
agas whereas election means it is about 
Indian territory; solution is about the 
principle of  self-reliance whereas election 
is about dependence on others; solution 
means Naga people will be the epicenter 
of  Naga politics whereas election means 
Delhi will be the high command of  the 
Naga politics.

Let us therefore, decide whether we 
choose solution or election; whether we 
choose freedom or slavery. We are the 
prime factor. Our decision will take us to 
the top of  the world or pull us down to the 
bottom. We have nothing to fear or dis-
may; our people are with us; all civil socie-
ties are with us; all the churches are with 
us, all the elected MLAs and MPs are with 
us; international communities are with us 
and above all, God, the Creator of  na-
tions and kingdoms is with us. Only that 
let us be firm and cling to the principle. 
The Lord in whom we trust has brought 
us thus far and He will lead us through to 
the end.

Kuknalim!

Non-invasive energy medicine is an alternative 
method of  even treating diseases like cancer 
and multiple sclerosis and does not interfere 
with conventional treatments in any way, one 

of  its leading international exponents has said, adding 
that in tandem with conventional methods, it could be 
the medicine of  the future. Another expert said it was 
just a matter of  time before it becomes a household 
name in India.

“Energy medicine is an approach to healing that 
treats the electromagnetic and subtle energy patterns of  
the body to activate healing for both physical and emo-
tional distress. It is gentle, non-invasive, and does not in-
terfere with conventional treatments in any way,” Don-
na Eden, who for nearly four decades has been teaching 
people how to work with the body’s energy systems to 
reclaim their health and natural vitality, told IANS in an 
email interview.

She will be one of  the lead speakers at the three-day 
Quantum Energy Conclave2 (QEC2), beginning on Fri-
day at the Pyramid Valley International -- India’s largest 
pyramid meditational centre, an hour-and-a-half ’s drive 
from Bengaluru.

Noting that energy medicine believes that any physi-
cal, mental or behavioural problem has a counterpart in 
the body’s energies and can be treated at that level, she 
said that every conceivable health problem, psychologi-
cal challenge, or dysfunctional habit can be improved if  
not overcome by intelligently shifting the energies in the 
body that are maintaining that condition.

“This extends from treating cancer or multiple sclero-
sis to losing weight to increasing your vitality to improv-
ing your performance at something that really matters to 
you. And in the process, you become more consciously, 
intimately, and joyfully involved in the deepest workings 
of  your physical body, a journey that extends down to 
your soul,” Eden explained.

Pointing out that energy medicine is also known as 
complimentary healing, she said our natural capacity 
to heal ourselves is remarkable. For instance, the body 
mobilises energies that surround a wound. This is well-
known, and these energies can easily be detected and 
measured by scientific instruments.

“But it is not just wounds. This activation of  ener-
gy occurs at every level of  the body -- healing wounds, 
yes, but also healing all forms of  illness and keeping us 
healthy. Energies surround and support every organ -- 
the heart, the liver, the pancreas; and all the other sys-
tems -- cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, reproduc-
tive.

“These energies help the organ or system to heal 
when illness or disease sets in. In energy medicine, en-
ergy is the medicine, and energy is also the patient. En-
ergy heals the body by activating the body’s own natural 
healing resources. And the body’s energies are healed by 
restoring energies that have become weak, disturbed, or 
out of  balance,” Eden said.
How does energy medicine help in  
overall health?

“Energy medicine provides non-invasive tools for 
mobilising the body’s self-healing capacities, for direct-
ing healing to specific problem areas, and for preventing 

illness. Energy medicine and conventional medicine can 
work together beautifully. I see that collaboration as the 
medicine of  the future,” Eden said.

Pinky Daga, the curator of  QEC2, described it as 
“India’s only conference where the greatest global 
minds in energy medicine will share the latest, unbeliev-
able developments in the cutting-edge world of  quan-
tum energy medicine”, adding: “I truly believe that the 
speakers we have invited to the conclave are the real 
heroes of  the energy future of  the world. They are the 
‘soldiers’ who are striving and innovating to make sci-
ence and magic meet.”
Did she see people in India adopting the practice?

“Absolutely. Energy medicine has taken Europe 
by storm and it is just a matter of  time before it be-
comes a household name in India. And, why not! 
Who would not want tools that can dramatically 
reverse adverse situations in their life -- be it health-
related or otherwise? The future of  energy medicine 
is here,” Daga asserted.

Apart from Eden, the 15 speakers at the conclave 
will include Fred Alan Wolf  who is also known as Dr. 
Quantum for his groundbreaking research on the rela-
tionship of  quantum physics to consciousness. Not sur-
prisingly each day will begin at 6 a.m. with an hour-long 
session of  flute meditation only after which will break-
fast be served.

Also, as part of  the conclave, Aurelio, an interna-
tionally-renowned sound healer, will be conducting a 
Sound Immersion Session.

(Vishnu Makhijani can be contacted at  
vishnu.makhijani@ians.in)

Sir/Madam,
“During the election we will see the true 

test of  faith whether or not you and I are as 
we say to be : Christians. If  you and I are 
going to practice unfair means: taking jobs, 
money, cars, booth capturing etc. then we 
had better remove our name tags as Chris-
tians. Better to be an original unbeliever than 
a fake Christian, why receive greater damna-
tion by being hypocrites. Unjust gain under 
the guise of  religion is condemnable. The 
religion that cannot change is either vain or 
fake. You and I need to stand out and choose 
the right leaders who fear God, then and only 
then there is a hope for our Nation. Rise up 
O Christian men and women from your deep 
slumber, let us not grow tolerant of  rampant 
evil. Open your eyes for the time has come to 
put your Faith to the test. Prove yourselves 
this election whether you are in the Faith, test 
your selves Oh Christians.”

Yours sincerely
Thanyalo Kath

tkath.com@gmail.com

Most respected Prime Minister
The Nagas were fully confident that 
the Government of  lndia (GOl) will 
surely respect their aspiration by lis-
tening to their cries for deferment of  
the state assembly election in favour 
of  the decades old Naga political 
solution which is now at the final 
stage. But to our utter surprise GOI 
announced on 18 January 2018 the 
election date of  the 13th Nagaland 
State Assembly election to be held 
on 27 February 2018 leaving the so-
lution behind the back burner. This 
kind of  desperate disregard, disre-
spect and indifferent attitude towards 
the deep sentiment of  the Naga peo-
ple by the GOl is highly regrettable.

The Nagas will, however, leave 
no stone unturned to achieve their 
birth right for self-determination and 

to live as people with honour and 
that no power on earth can shake this 
magna carta of  the Nagas for which 
we would like to place on record the 
following most important points to 
be noted by the Government of  In-
dia. They are :-

1)  After 18 years of  negotiation 
between the Government of  India 
and the Nagas the realistic step taken 
was the signing of  the Framework 
Agreement on 3rd August, 2015. 
This historic agreement should be 
the basis of  an honourable and ac-
ceptable solution for both India and 
the Nagas. This historic agreement 
which we conclude respects the 
“Unique history and situation” of  
the Nagas.

2) The Government of  India 
should therefore move forward posi-
tively and realistically to resolve the 

Indo-Naga issue based on the 3rd 
August 2015 Framework Agreement 
as the Naga people concludes that 
the final solution based on this agree-
ment will be the only honourable and 
acceptable solution for both the enti-
ties. Any solution less than this will 
be disastrous.

Yours faithfully,
T.A. Ngullie

Former Finance Minister of  Naga-
land;

D.K. Zeliang, IFS (Retd)
Rural Economist & Environmentalist;

l. Bendangangshi
Ex- M.L.A;

Rev L.Suohie Mhasi
Ex- M.L.A;
N.A. Kasar

Senior Adm. Offr (Retd)

Elections - Vehicle Requisition Time!

Speech of Rh. Raising in the Joint Council Meeting

Non-Invasive Energy Medicine an Alternative 
Method of Treatment — Even For Cancer

Memorandum to The Prime Minister By 
the Concerned Naga Senior Citizens 

BIBLE READ:  REVELATION 4
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Day and night they never stop saying: “ ‘Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, 

and is, and is to come.”   
~  Revelation 4:8
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Thoughts of  
travel could be on your mind today, Aries, and 
you might tinker with the idea of  actually tak-
ing time off  and going somewhere that you’ve 

always wanted to visit. A friend or love partner might 
want to accompany you. The only problem might be fig-
uring out what place you want to see the most. This could 
involve a rather difficult decision. Don’t let it become ob-
sessive. Follow your heart.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some un-
usual dreams may come to you tonight, Tau-
rus, and you might awaken with the idea that 
they’re very important. The images should be 

very clear, however, and you probably won’t have much 
trouble working out what they mean. Intellect joins with 
intuition today in a rush of  insightfulness. Make the most 
of  this advantage now, and later decide how best to act on 
your revelations.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Relationships 
of  all kinds should be thriving at this time, 
Gemini. Mind and emotions join together in a 
beneficial partnership, enabling you to increase 

your understanding of  those close to you. Romantic in-
volvements strengthen in particular, as an understanding 
of  your partner’s values, attitudes, and motivations be-
comes clearer to you. Make your new insights known to 
everyone around you, preferably in a subtle rather than 
verbal way. The latter might sound patronizing.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Work of  all 
kinds gets done a lot faster, Cancer, as friends 
or family members join in assisting you in get-
ting it out of  the way. You’ve made this pos-

sible because your intellect has joined with your emotions 
in strengthening your communication with others. The 
old saying, “You can catch more flies with honey than 
with vinegar” is very true, and you’ll learn all about it 
today! After the tasks are complete, throw an impromptu 
party!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Love blossoms to-
day as communication with your beloved is en-
hanced by an increased understanding on both 
your parts, Leo. You feel more at ease in each 

other’s presence, and you project a united front in the 
company of  others. At some point, both of  you will prob-
ably go out with a group of  friends. Expect some exciting 
and fascinating discussions with the others, which you’ll 
probably continue once you’re alone together. Have fun!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A number of  
visitors might come to your house today, Virgo, 
perhaps to discuss matters of  interest to all of  
you. Some intense disagreements could arise, 

but you’ll be able to keep it all together. An intellect en-
hanced by intuition enables you to understand and ex-
plain complex ideas, and you’ll also be able to derail mis-
understandings before they even happen. Providing tasty 
treats could also help smooth ruffled feathers.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If  you’re into 
computers and the Internet, Libra, you can ex-
pect to spend a lot of  time today staring at a 
screen. You may be doing some writing or web 

design or animation, but whatever it is, you’ll probably 
find it noticeably better than what you usually produce. 
Intellect joins with intuition to produce inspiration and 
insight. Make the most of  it now and you might develop 
some new and lasting skills!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Using com-
puters either to increase your income or man-
age your money may have seemed like Greek 
to you, Scorpio, but today you’ll probably catch 

on very quickly. Your natural practicality joins with an en-
hanced intellect and heightened intuition to give you an 
advantage you don’t usually have. If  you concentrate on 
learning it all today, it’ll probably continue to be useful for 
you for a long time. Go to it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Intellect 
and feelings are totally joined today, Sagittarius, 
especially when dealing with friends. Your ba-
sic understanding of  others is also enhanced by 

a keener sense of  intuition. You might become interested 
in a cause of  some kind, perhaps metaphysical, social, 
ecological, or humanitarian in nature. There could well 
be more than one that you find appealing right now. Use 
your expanded mental and emotional capabilities to dis-
cern which are best for you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A fo-
cused and enhanced practical turn of  mind, 
strengthened by intuition, may be of  great help 
to you today when considering career matters, 

Capricorn. A change is in the wind and you might want 
to give considerable thought to different options that may 
be opening up to you. Don’t think you have to rush into 
making a decision, however. It might be a good idea to 
let different possibilities simmer in your subconscious for 
a day or so.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You prob-
ably won’t want to spend much time at home 
today, Aquarius. Most likely you’ll want to be 
out and about, perhaps at a large gathering, 

perhaps just strolling down a city street watching the peo-
ple go by. Insights and revelations come to you that you’ll 
probably be able to make more sense of  than you usually 
do, because mind and feelings are joined in a very effec-
tive partnership. Write your ideas down! Enjoy your day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your imagina-
tion is flying high today, Pisces. Intellect and 
intuition join together in a vivid and explosive 
union where the whole is definitely greater 

than the sum of the parts. Don’t waste this energy. Get 
busy and work on whatever creative projects you’re in-
volved with, or start one if  there aren’t any. This energy 
may not come around again for a while and you’ll want 
to make the most of  it. Have fun!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

As Modi Bats Against Climate Change in Davos, Study 
Puts India Among Worst Performers on Pollution

Pop culture today is obsessed with the battle between good and evil. Traditional folktales never were. What changed?
The Good Guy/Bad Guy Myth

The Wire Staff

Catherine Nichols | Aeon

The prime minister may be justified in 
his criticism of developed countries’ 
non-cooperative approach in the 
fight against climate change. How-

ever, India’s own efforts on environment pro-
tection leave a lot to be desired.

India ranks 177 in terms of  its environ-
ment protection efforts, far lower than Chi-
na – which is at 120 – according to a new 
180-country study released at the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) in Davos on Thursday.

The country has plummeted 36 places 
in the last two years, according to a biennial 
report produced by Yale University and Co-
lumbia University along with the WEF. The 
study primarily attributes India’s low rank-
ing (177/180) due to a poor showing in the 

environment health policy category and the 
number of  deaths due to air pollution and low 
air quality.

Earlier this week, at the plenary session 
of  the WEF, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
took the moral high ground on the issue of  
climate change. While delivering the forum’s 
inaugural speech,  Modi made a strong pitch 
on climate change, calling it the “first chal-
lenge” facing civilisation. He identified cli-
mate change, global terrorism and protection-
ism as the three toughest challenges before the 
world today.

The prime minister, however, also used 
his speech to criticise Western countries over 
what he saw as their non-committal attitude 
in the fight against global warming.

Modi questioned the developed world’s 
commitment to supply requisite technology 
and finances to developing countries, which 

is seen as critical for achieving success in the 
fight against climate change.

“Everyone is talking about reducing CO2 
emissions but what is being done about it; 
very few countries are backing up with ac-
tion on what they promised… where are the 
resources to help the developing countries?” 
Modi questioned, adding that very few have 
come forward to help.

The 2018 Environmental Performance In-
dex (EPI) – prepared jointly by Yale Univer-
sity and Columbia University in partnership 
with the WEF – ranks 180 countries on 24 
performance indicators across ten issue cat-
egories, covering environmental health and 
ecosystem vitality.

These metrics provide a gauge at a nation-
al scale of  how close countries are to estab-
lished environmental policy goals.

The EPI thus offers a scorecard that 

highlights leaders and laggards in environ-
mental performance, gives insight on best 
practices and provides guidance for coun-
tries that aspire to be leaders in sustainabil-
ity. Only Congo, Bangladesh and Burundi 
– all of  them ‘least developed countries’ – 
come lower than India on the environment 
protection ranking. Even Nepal comes 
ahead of  India.

Switzerland ranks first on the list, fol-
lowed by France and Denmark, who hold 
second and third positions, respectively.

Modi may be justified in his criticism of  
developed countries’ non-cooperative ap-
proach in the fight against climate change, 
however, India’s own efforts on environment 
protection leave a lot to be desired.

For example, in 2015, the Ministry of  En-
vironment & Forests had strengthened emis-
sion norms for coal-fired power plants given 

the sector’s contribution to the deteriorating 
air quality in the country, which is seen as a 
public health hazard.

Power plants were given two years time to 
comply with revised emission norms. How-
ever, the government has been sitting on the 
issue – the power ministry made no effort to 
push power companies to prepare for compli-
ance with new guidelines that were to become 
effective from December 8, 2017.

The result was that the deadline was 
missed. The highest number of  air pollution 
related deaths were reported in India in 2015, 
according to a report by the Lancet Commis-
sion on pollution and health.

Now the power ministry is planning to 
extend this deadline by another five years. 
Moreover, there is no effort by the ministry 
to frontload emission reduction commitment 
under the extended compliance roadmap.

The first time we see Darth Vader 
doing more than heavy breathing 
in Star Wars (1977), he’s strangling 
a man to death. A few scenes later, 

he’s blowing up a planet. He kills his subordi-
nates, chokes people with his mind, does all 
kinds of  things a good guy would never do. 
But then the nature of  a bad guy is that he 
does things a good guy would never do. Good 
guys don’t just fight for personal gain: they 
fight for what’s right – their values. 

This moral physics underlies not just Star 
Wars, but also film series such as The Lord 
of  the Rings (2001-3) and X-Men (2000-), as 
well as most Disney cartoons. Virtually all our 
mass-culture narratives based on folklore have 
the same structure: good guys battle bad guys 
for the moral future of  society. These tropes 
are all over our movies and comic books, in 
Narnia and at Hogwarts, and yet they don’t 
exist in any folktales, myths or ancient epics. 
In Marvel comics, Thor has to be worthy of  
his hammer, and he proves his worth with 
moral qualities. But in ancient myth, Thor is 
a god with powers and motives beyond any 
such idea as ‘worthiness’.

In old folktales, no one fights for values. 
Individual stories might show the virtues of  
honesty or hospitality, but there’s no agree-
ment among folktales about which actions 
are good or bad. When characters get their 
comeuppance for disobeying advice, for ex-
ample, there is likely another similar story in 
which the protagonist survives only because 
he disobeys advice. Defending a consistent set 
of  values is so central to the logic of  newer 
plots that the stories themselves are often re-
shaped to create values for characters such 
as Thor and Loki – who in the 16th-century 
Icelandic Edda had personalities rather than 
consistent moral orientations.

Stories from an oral tradition never have 
anything like a modern good guy or bad guy 
in them,  despite their reputation for being 
moralising. In stories such as Jack and the 
Beanstalk or Sleeping Beauty, just who is the 
good guy? Jack is the protagonist we’re meant 
to root for, yet he has no ethical justification 
for stealing the giant’s things. Does Sleeping 
Beauty care about goodness? Does anyone 
fight crime? Even tales that can be made to 
seem like they are about good versus evil, 
such as the story of  Cinderella, do not hinge 
on so simple a moral dichotomy. In tradition-
al oral versions, Cinderella merely needs to be 
beautiful to make the story work. In the Three 
Little Pigs, neither pigs nor wolf  deploy tac-
tics that the other side wouldn’t stoop to. It’s 
just a question of  who gets dinner first, not 
good versus evil.

The situation is more complex in ep-
ics such as The Iliad, which does have two 
‘teams’, as well as characters who wrestle 
with moral meanings. But the teams don’t 
represent the clash of  two sets of  values in 
the same way that modern good guys and bad 
guys do. Neither Achilles nor Hector stands 
for values that the other side cannot abide, nor 
are they fighting to protect the world from the 
other team. They don’t symbolise anything 
but themselves and, though they talk about 
war often, they never cite their values as the 

reason to fight the good fight. The ostensibly 
moral face-off  between good and evil is a re-
cent invention that evolved in concert with 
modern nationalism – and, ultimately, it gives 
voice to a political vision not an ethical one.

Most folklore scholarship since the Sec-
ond World War has been concerned with ar-
chetypes or commonalities among folktales, 
the implicit drive being that if  the myths and 
stories of  all nations had more in common 
than divided them, then people of  all nations 
could likewise have more in common than di-
vides us. It was a radical idea, when earlier 
folktales had been published specifically to 
show how people in one nation were unlike 
those in another.

In her study of folklore From the Beast to 
the Blonde (1995), the English author and crit-
ic Marina Warner rejects a reading of folktales, 
popularised by the American child psycholo-
gist Bruno Bettelheim, as a set of analogies for 
our psychological and developmental strug-
gles. Warner argues instead that external cir-
cumstances make these stories resonate with 
readers and listeners through the centuries. 
Still, both scholars want to trace the common 
tropes of folktales and fairytales insofar as they 
stay the same, or similar, through the centuries.

Novelists and filmmakers who base their 
work on folklore also seem to focus on com-
monalities. George Lucas very explicitly 
based Star Wars on Joseph Campbell’s book 
The Hero with a Thousand Faces (1949), 
which describes the journey of  a figure such 
as Luke Skywalker as a human universal. J R 
R Tolkien used his scholarship of  Old Eng-
lish epics to recast the stories in an alterna-
tive, timeless landscape; and many comic 
books explicitly or implicitly recycle the an-
cient myths and legends, keeping alive story 
threads shared by stories new and old, or that 
old stories from different societies around the 
world share with each other.

Less discussed is the historic shift that al-
tered the nature of  so many of  our modern 
retellings of  folklore, to wit: the idea that peo-
ple on opposite sides of  conflicts have differ-
ent moral qualities, and fight over their val-
ues. That shift lies in the good guy/bad guy 
dichotomy, where people no longer fight over 
who gets dinner, or who gets Helen of  Troy, 
but over who gets to change or improve socie-
ty’s values. Good guys stand up for what they 
believe in, and are willing to die for a cause. 
This trope is so omnipresent in our modern 
stories, movies, books, even our political 
metaphors, that it is sometimes difficult to see 
how new it is, or how bizarre it looks, con-
sidered in light of  either ethics or storytelling.

When the Grimm brothers wrote down 
their local folktales in the 19th century, their 
aim was to use them to define the German 
Volk, and unite the German people into a 
modern nation. The Grimms were students 
of  the philosophy of  Johann Gottfried von 
Herder, who emphasised the role of  language 
and folk traditions in defining values. In his 
Treatise on the Origin of  Language (1772), 
von Herder argued that language was ‘a natu-
ral organ of  the understanding’, and that the 
German patriotic spirit resided in the way 
that the nation’s language and history devel-
oped over time. Von Herder and the Grimms 
were proponents of  the then-new idea that 
the citizens of  a nation should be bound by a 

common set of  values, not by kinship or land 
use. For the Grimms, stories such as Godfa-
ther Death, or the Knapsack, the Hat and the 
Horn, revealed the pure form of thought that 
arose from their language.

The corollary of  uniting the Volk through 
a storified set of  essential characteristics and 
values is that those outside the culture were 
seen as lacking the values Germans con-
sidered their own. Von Herder might have 
understood the potential for mass violence 
in this idea, because he praised the wonder-
ful variety of  human cultures: specifically, 
he believed that German Jews should have 
equal rights to German Christians. Still, the 
nationalist potential of  the Grimm brothers’ 
project was gradually amplified as its influ-
ence spread across Europe, and folklorists be-
gan writing books of  national folklore specifi-
cally to define their own national character. 
Not least, many modern nations went on to 
realise the explosive possibilities for abuse in 
a mode of  thinking that casts ‘the other’ as a 
kind of  moral monster.

In her book The Hard Facts of  the 
Grimms’ Fairy Tales (1987), the American 
scholar Maria Tatar remarks on the way 
that Wilhelm Grimm would slip in, say, ad-
ages about the importance of  keeping prom-
ises. She argued that: ‘Rather than coming 
to terms with the absence of  a moral order 
… he persisted in adding moral pronounce-
ments even where there was no moral.’ Such 
additions established the idea that it was val-
ues (not just dinner) at stake in the conflicts 
that these stories dramatised. No doubt the 
Grimms’ additions influenced Bettelheim, 
Campbell and other folklorists who argued 
for the inherent morality of  folktales, even if  
they had not always been told as moral fables.

As part of  this new nationalist conscious-
ness, other authors started changing the old 
stories to make a moral distinction between, 
for example, Robin Hood and the Sheriff  of  
Nottingham. Before Joseph Ritson’s 1795 
retelling of  these legends, earlier written sto-
ries about the outlaw mostly showed him 
carousing in the forest with his merry men. 
He didn’t rob from the rich to give to the poor 
until Ritson’s version – written to inspire a 
British populist uprising after the French Rev-
olution. Ritson’s rendering was so popular 
that modern retellings of  Robin Hood, such 
as Disney’s 1973 cartoon or the film Prince 
of  Thieves (1991) are more centrally about 
outlaw moral obligations than outlaw hijinks. 
The Sheriff  of  Nottingham was transformed 
from a simple antagonist to someone who 
symbolised the abuses of  power against the 
powerless. Even within a single nation (Robin 
Hood), or a single household (Cinderella), 
every scale of  conflict was restaged as a con-
flict of  values.

Neither the Greeks nor the Trojans stand 
for some set of  human strengths or frailties 
or consider the legend of  King Arthur. In the 
12th century, poets writing about him were 
often French, like Chrétien de Troyes, be-
cause King Arthur wasn’t yet closely associ-
ated with the soul of  Britain. What’s more, 
his adversaries were often, literally, monsters, 
rather than people who symbolised moral 
weaknesses. By the early 19th century, when 
Tennyson wrote Idylls of  the King, King 
Arthur becomes an ideal of  a specifically Brit-

ish manhood, and he battles human charac-
ters who represent moral frailties. By the 20th 
century, the word ‘Camelot’ came to mean a 
kingdom too idealistic to survive on Earth.

Once the idea of  national values entered 
our storytelling, the peculiar moral physics 
underlying the phenomenon of  good guys 
versus bad guys has been remarkably consist-
ent. One telling feature is that characters fre-
quently change sides in conflicts: if  a charac-
ter’s identity resides in his values, then when 
he changes his mind about a moral question, 
he is essentially swapping sides, or defecting. 
This is not always acknowledged. For exam-
ple, when in the PBS series Power of  Myth 
(1988) the journalist Bill Moyers discussed 
with Campbell how many ancient tropes Star 
Wars deployed, they didn’t consider how bi-
zarre it would have seemed to the ancient sto-
rytellers had Darth Vader changed his mind 
about anger and hatred, and switched sides in 
his war with Luke and the Rebels. Contrast 
this with The Iliad, where Achilles doesn’t 
become Trojan when he is angry at Agamem-
non. Neither the Greeks nor the Trojans stand 
for some set of  human strengths or frailties. 
Since their conflict is not a metaphor for some 
internal battle of  anger versus love, switching 
sides because of  a transport of  feeling would 
be incoherent. In Star Wars, the opposing 
teams each represent a set of  human proper-
ties. What side Darth Vader fights on is there-
fore absolutely dependent on whether anger 
or love is foremost in his heart.

Bad guys change their minds and become 
good in exactly the same way in countless, 
ostensibly folkloric, modern stories: The Lord 
of  the Rings, Buffy the Vampire Slayer (1997-
2003), the Harry Potter series (1997-2007). 
When a bad character has a change of  heart, 
it’s always a cathartic emotional moment – 
since what’s at stake for a character is losing 
the central part of  his identity. Another peculi-
arity in the moral physics of  good guys versus 
bad is that bad guys have no loyalty and rou-
tinely punish their own; whether it’s the Sher-
iff  of  Nottingham starving his own people 
or Darth Vader killing his subordinates, bad 
guys are cavalier with human life, and they re-
buke their allies for petty transgressions. This 
has been true since the earliest modern bad 
guys, though it scarcely exists among older 
adversaries who might be hungry for human 
flesh, but don’t kill their own.

Good guys, on the other hand, accept all 
applicants into the fold, and prove their loy-
alty even when their teammates transgress. 
Consider Friar Tuck getting drunk on ale 
while Robin Hood looks the other way. Or 
Luke Skywalker welcoming the roguish Han 
Solo on side. Good guys work with rogues, 
oddballs and ex-bad guys, plus their battles of-
ten hinge on someone who was treated badly 
by the bad guys crossing over and becoming 
a good guy. Forgiving characters their wicked 
deeds is an emotional climax in many good 
guy/bad guy stories. Indeed, it’s essential that 
the good side is a motley crew that will never, 
ever reject a fellow footsoldier.

Again, this is a point of  pride that seems 
incoherent in the context of  pre-modern sto-
rytelling. Not only do people in ancient sto-
ries not switch sides in fights but Achilles, say, 
would never win because his army was com-
posed of  the rejects from the Trojans’. In old 

stories, great warriors aren’t scrappy recruits, 
there for the moral education: they’re experts.

Stories about good guys and bad guys that 
are implicitly moral – in the sense that they 
invest an individual’s entire social identity 
in him not changing his mind about a moral 
issue – perversely end up discouraging any 
moral deliberation. Instead of  anguishing 
over multidimensional characters in conflict – 
as we find in The Iliad, or the Mahabharata or 
Hamlet – such stories rigidly categorise peo-
ple according to the values they symbolise, 
flattening all the deliberation and imagination 
of  ethical action into a single thumbs up or 
thumbs down. Either a person is acceptable 
for Team Good, or he belongs to Team Evil.

Good guy/bad guy narratives might not 
possess any moral sophistication, but they do 
promote social stability, and they’re useful 
for getting people to sign up for armies and 
fight in wars with other nations. Their values 
feel like morality, and the association with 
folklore and mythology lends them a patina 
of  legitimacy, but still, they don’t arise from 
a moral vision. They are rooted instead in a 
political vision, which is why they don’t help 
us deliberate, or think more deeply about the 
meanings of  our actions. Like the original 
Grimm stories, they’re a political tool de-
signed to bind nations together.

The idea that whole categories of  people 
should be locked up made the concentration 
camps possible

It’s no coincidence that good guy/bad guy 
movies, comic books and games have large, 
impassioned and volatile fandoms – even the 
word ‘fandom’ suggests the idea of  a nation, 
or kingdom. What’s more, the moral physics 
of  these stories about superheroes fighting the 
good fight, or battling to save the world, does 
not commend genuine empowerment. The 
one thing the good guys teach us is that peo-
ple on the other team aren’t like us. In fact, 
they’re so bad, and the stakes are so high, that 
we have to forgive every transgression by our 
own team in order to win.

When I talked with Andrea Pitzer, the 
author of  One Long Night: A Global His-
tory of  Concentration Camps (2017), about 
the rise of  the idea that people on opposite 
sides of  conflicts have different moral quali-
ties, she told me: ‘Three inventions collided to 
make concentration camps possible: barbed 
wire, automatic weapons, and the belief  that 
whole categories of  people should be locked 
up.’ When we read, watch and tell stories of  
good guys warring against bad guys, we are 
essentially persuading ourselves that our op-
ponents would not be fighting us, indeed 
they would not be on the other team at all, if  
they had any loyalty or valued human life. In 
short, we are rehearsing the idea that moral 
qualities belong to categories of  people rather 
than individuals. It is the Grimms’ and von 
Herder’s vision taken to its logical national-
ist conclusion that implies that ‘categories of  
people should be locked up’.

Watching Wonder Woman at the end of  
the 2017 movie give a speech about preemp-
tively forgiving ‘humanity’ for all the inevita-
ble offences of  the Second World War, I was 
reminded yet again that stories of  good guys 
and bad guys actively make a virtue of  letting 
the home team in a conflict get away with any 
expedient atrocity.



18 Karni Sena supporters in 
judicial custody in Gurugram 
Gurugram, Jan. 25 (IANS): 
Eighteen supporters of  Shri 
Rajput Karni Sena, arrested 
for vandalising a Haryana 
Roadways bus and attacking 
a school bus here to protest 
against the Hindi film ‘Pad-
maavat’, were on Thursday 
sent to 14 days judicial custo-
dyict court.

They were accused of  
induling in vandalism on 
Wednesday in Bhondsi area 
on the Gurugram-Alwar 
highway, 12 km from here. 
The school bus they alleg-
edly threw stones at was 
ferrying several children as 
well as teachers of  a private 
school. 

“During the course of  
investigation, 18 agitators 
were arrested. Police also 
seized objectionable mate-
rial from their possession. 
All the accused were pro-
duced in a Sohna court, 
which sent them to jail for 

14 days,” a police officer 
said.

The accused were taken 
to the court premises with 
covered faces. 

A mob had also pelted 
with stones Haryana Police 
personnel deployed on the 
Gurugram-Alwar highway 
on Wednesday, injuring a few 
policemen.

Police have till now ar-
rested 31 agitators, including 
the 18 sent to judicial custody 
on Thursday.

Earlier, Director General 
of  Police B.S. Sandhu said: 
“It (school bus attack) was 
unfortunate. We are very upset 
about it. But police reached 
in time and took appropriate 
action.” 

Sandhu said adequate pro-
tection had been provided to 
all theatres and warned that 
anyone found indulging in 
unlawful activities would be 
brought to book.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Four policemen killed in encoun-
ter with Naxals in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Jan. 25 (PTI): Four police personnel, includ-
ing two sub-inspectors, were killed and seven others 
injured in a gun-fight with Naxals in Chhattisgarh’s 
Narayanpur district today, police said. The encounter 
took place in the forests of  Irpanar village in Abhuj-
mad area when a police team was out on anti- Naxal 
operation, Special Director General of  Police (anti- 
Naxal operations) D M Awasthi told PTI. “Two sub-
inspectors and as many constables, belonging to DRG 
(District Reserve Guard of  Police) lost their lives and 
seven other personnel sustained injuries in the inci-
dent,” he said. The team, comprising personnel from 
DRG and the Special Task Force (STF) of  police, was 
cordoning off  Irpanar forests when the exchange of  
fire broke out, he said. Soon after getting information 
about the encounter, reinforcement was rushed to the 
spot, Awasthi said, adding that the injured were being 
airlifted to Raipur for treatment. Inspector General 
of  Police (Bastar range) Vivekanand Sinha said the 
encounter started around 11 am and lasted for about 
two hours.

Delhi fire: Court rejects antici-
patory bail plea of accused
New Delhi, Jan. 25 (IANS): A court here on Thurs-
day rejected the anticipatory bail plea of  an associate 
owner of  a plastics factory, where a major fire killed 
17 persons last week. Additional Sessions Judge 
Sukhvinder Kaur rejected the anticipatory bail plea 
of  Lalit Goel, who is a partner of  the plastics ware-
house along with the owner Manoj Jain. Jain, who 
was arrested on Saturday night, is in police custody 
till January 29. As many as 17 people, including 10 
women, were burnt to death or asphyxiated and 30 
others injured in the fire in the plastics warehouse in 
west Delhi’s Bawana on Saturday evening.

Child abducted after school bus 
driver shot at in east Delhi
New Delhi, Jan. 25 (PTI): A child was abducted 
this morning after unidentified persons overtook 
his school bus and shot at the driver when he tried 
to stop them in east Delhi, police said. The incident 
took place at a time when the police have claimed 
that there is ground-to-air security in the national 
capital in view of  the India-ASEAN commemorative 
summit and the Republic Day. Police are currently 
searching for the abducted kid and have alerted their 
counterparts in Uttar Pradesh, officials said. They 
are probing various angles including personal enmity 
being the trigger for the abduction of  the child, the 
officials. Further details in the matter are awaited.

Two Maoists awarded life sen-
tence for massacre of six
Munger (Bihar), Jan. 25 (PTI): A court here today 
awarded life sentence to two Maoists in connection 
with the killing of  six persons at a village in the 
district seven years ago. Additional District Judge 
Purushottam Mishra convicted Ravindra Yadav and 
Musharu Yadav for the massacre that took place in 
Kareli village on July 02, 2011. The court, however, 
acquitted three other accused in the case - Dhirendra 
Yadav, Rakesh Yadav and Rajram Yadav - on account 
of  lack of  evidence. Kareli village was attacked by a 
group of  around 80 armed members of  Communist 
Party of  India (Maoist) who shot dead six villagers 
and abducted nearly a dozen others. The abductees 
were, later, released by the Maoists following a police 
operation. An FIR was lodged at the Dharhara police 
station against 80 persons, out of  whom five were ar-
rested while the remaining are yet to be traced.

21-yr-old man held for spying for Pa-
kistan 
Chandigarh, Jan. 25 (PTI): A man has been arrested 
in Batala for allegedly sharing sensitive information 
pertaining to the Army and the BSF with Pakistani in-
telligence agencies, the Punjab police said today. The 
military intelligence unit in Jammu and Kashmir had 
informed the Punjab police that Gianbir Singh (21) 
was in touch with Pakistani intelligence agencies and 
was sharing with them sensitive information about 
the Army and the BSF. After receiving the informa-
tion, Gianbir, a resident of  Shikhar Massian village, 
was arrested, Batala SSP Opinderjit Singh Ghuman 
said. “We have found several Pakistani numbers on 
his mobile phone and are trying to retrieve data from 
the handset,” the SSP said, adding the accused was in 
touch with intelligence agencies of  Pakistan through 
WhatsApp. A case under relevant sections of  the Of-
ficial Secret Act has been registered against accused, 
who was working with a mining contractor. Further 
investigation is underway, the police said.

Ten injured as fire breaks out in 
firecracker unit    
Erode (TN), Jan. 25 (PTI): A fire broke out in a 
firecracker manufacturing unit in the district leaving 
ten persons injured, police said today. The unit at 
Elathur Pathy village near Gobichettipalayam was 
manufacturing small and low decibel firecrackers usu-
ally used for temple festivals, they said. The accident 
occurred when some fireworks stored inside suddenly 
exploded, triggering a fire. Ten persons, including the 
unit owner and his wife, sustained burns, they added.
Six persons were admitted to Gobichettipalayam gov-
ernment hospital, while four, who sustained serious 
burn injuries, were referred to the Coimbatore Medi-
cal College Hospital for further treatment, police said.
Fire personnel doused the blaze which damaged a 
portion of  the unit.

Fear in Meerut village after 
mother, son killed outside home 
Meerut, Jan. 25 (PTI): Panic and fear gripped a vil-
lage in Meerut district after three men shot dead an 
elderly woman outside her home in broad daylight 
soon after killing her son a few hundred metres away 
from their residence, police said. The miscreants un-
loaded at least eight bullets into Nichettar Kaur, 60, 
within 30 seconds yesterday, they said. The woman’s 
killing has been recorded by a CCTV camera installed 
at the residence in Sorkha village in the district. Ac-
cording to the police, Balmendra, 28, was on his 
way to Meerut city in his car when three men on a 
motorbike stopped him about 800 metres from the 
residence. They indiscriminately fired on him, kill-
ing him on the spot. The assaulters then reached his 
home, where Balmendra’s mother, Nichettar Kaur, 
was sitting on a cot. The men then shot her dead from 
point-blank range, the police added. SSP Manjil Saini 
visited the village and ordered the police to arrest the 
accused as soon as possible. Saini said Balmendra’s 
wife has filed a case against three people from the 
village in the matter.

‘Padmaavat’ screened in 
Punjab, Haryana amid security 

Kejriwal asks Sisodia 
to reduce burden of 
studies on students 

Shutdown across Karnataka hits normal life Democracy threatened under 
Yogi Adityanath — Akhilesh

Sealing drive: AAP government 
to seek SC nod on 351 roads

On National Voters Day, EC vows to live upto expectations

China downplays India-ASEAN summit, 
presence of top leaders at R-Day

India, Brunei discuss defence, 
security, energy cooperation

PTI

Kannada activists take out a protest rally during Karnataka Bandh in 
Bengaluru on Thursday.

Chandigarh, Jan. 25 
(IANS): Controversial 
Hindi film “Padmaa-
vat” was screened across 
Punjab and Haryana 
on Thursday to a good 
response from viewers 
amid tension and secu-
rity around multiplexes 
and cinema halls in both 
the states.

W i t h  s c o r e s  o f  
armed policemen and 
private guards stationed 
in and around the multi-
plexes and cinema halls, 
most shows reported 
high to full occupancy.

Haryana Director 
General of  Police B.S. 
Sandhu said in Chan-
digarh that the film was 
being screened incident-
free in 33 cinema halls 
across nine districts in 
Haryana. “No distur-
bance has been reported 
from anywhere.”

Cinema hall owners 
at many places, however, 
opted not to screen the 
film in view of  threats 
of  violence from mem-
bers of  the Shri Rajput 
Karni Sena and other 

groups who are opposed 
to it claiming it distorts 
Rajput history.

While no major in-
cident was reported on 
Thursday from Punjab 
and Chandigarh, mi-
nor incidents of  protes-
tors coming to cinema 
halls in Rewari, Jind 
and Sonepat in Haryana 
and Zirakpur in adjoin-
ing Chandigarh were 
reported.

However, the heavy 
security arrangement 
ensured that nothing 
untoward happened.

In Haryana, authori-
ties imposed Section 144 
Cr.PC to prevent assem-
bly of  five of  more peo-
ple around cinema halls. 
A total of  54 companies 
of  police were deployed 
near cinema halls. Most 
were stationed in Gu-
rugram and Faridabad 
adjoining Delhi.

Security personnel 
were deployed outside 
leading malls and cin-
ema halls where the film 
was screened. The Har-
yana and Punjab Police 

did not want to take any 
chances in view of  the 
violence witnessed in 
Gurugram on Wednes-
day.

Cinema hall man-
agers said the film was 
getting a good response.

“We normally have 
5-6 shows every day for 
films. But for “Padmaa-
vat”, we have 12 shows 
daily in view of  the high 
demand,” a cinema hall 
owner in Sirsa town in 
Haryana said.

The BJP govern-
ment in Haryana had 
earlier imposed a ban 
on screening of  the film 
in the state but the Su-
preme Court stayed the 
ban.

Screening of  the film 
went on under tight se-
curity in Amritsar, Ja-
landhar, Ludhiana, Pa-
tiala and other places in 
Punjab.

In Chandigarh, the 
joint capital of  Punjab 
and Haryana, “Padmaa-
vat” got off  to a good 
start in malls and cin-
ema halls.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  2 5 
(PTI): Delhi Chief  Minis-
ter Arvind Kejirwal today 
asked Education Minister 
Manish Sisodia to reduce 
the burden of  studies on 
students by half.

The chief  minister also 
stressed on making stu-
dents a good human being 
and a person who respects 
women.

“I appeal (education 
minister) Manish Siso-
dia to reduce burden of  
studies on students by 
50%. More focus should 
be on making students a 
good human being and 
a person who respects 
women,” Kejriwal said in 
his Republic Day speech 
here.

Listing the AAP gov-
ernment’s achievements 
in the education sector, he 
said that “revolutionary 
works” were done in the 
field of  education and in 
improving the standard of  
government schools.

The chief  minister 
also stressed on imparting 
quality education to the 
students in a way so that 
they not only get good 
jobs but also become a 
good citizen.

B e n ga l u r u ,  Ja n .  2 5 
(IANS): The Karnataka 
shutdown on Thursday, 
which disrupted normal life 
in cities and towns across 
the state, ended peacefully 
barring stray incidents of  
stone-throwing, burning 
of tyres to block roads and 
forcing shops to close, said 
police.

“The day-long shut-
down ended peacefully by 
evening (6 p.m) though 
there were attempts to stop 
train services at Bengaluru 
and other railway stations 
in the state,” a top police 
official told IANS here.

About 100 activists of  
the Kannada Rakshana 
Vedike, including its pres-
ident Narayana Gowda 
were detained when they 
attempted to barge into the 
city railway station to stop 
train services.

“Tight security and 
presence of  our person-
nel across the city ensured 
peaceful shutdown and pre-
vented anti-social elements 
and miscreants from caus-
ing trouble or mischief,” 
asserted Bengaluru Police 
Commissioner T. Suneel 

Lucknow, Jan. 25 (IANS): 
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief  
Akhilesh Yadav on Thurs-
day said that democracy 
was threatened in Uttar 
Pradesh under Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath as the 
government led by him was 
“out to destroy all demo-
cratic norms” and muzzle 
dissenting voices.

The former  Chief  
Minister also raised ques-
tions on what he called 
the “poor” law and order 
situation in the state after 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
came to power, pointing 
out how Vice-President 
M. Venkaiah Nadu on 
Wednesday had asked the 
state to pay attention to law 
and order in Uttar Pradesh. 

He cited a double mur-
der committed in broad 
daylight in Meerut on 
Wednesday and said ever 
since the BJP government 
had come to power in 
March 2017, law and order 
had collapsed.

Akhilesh Yadav said 
a Samajwadi Party del-
egation had met Governor 

Ram Naik on Wednesday 
to apprise him of  “spiral-
ling” crime and “poor” law 
and order in the state. 

Claiming that there 
was no recourse for redress 
against what was happen-
ing in Uttar Pradesh, the 
Samajwadi Party leader 
said people were “confused 
as to which person or insti-
tution they should go to and 
petition”. 

“State officials are not 
bothered about public wel-
fare, and are busy buttering 
their bosses and political 
masters” he added.

Akhilesh Yadav ac-
cused the Yogi Adityanath 
government of “hounding” 
his party’s workers and 
framing them in cases. 

“Police scanned over 
19,000 cell phone calls to 
find out who dumped po-
tatoes outside the Chief  
Minister’s residence in high-
security zone here but were 
not acting on a photograph 
that shows a prominent 
BJP leader in company of  
three mafias in Firozabad,” 
he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 25 (IANS): The Aam 
Aadmi Party government in Delhi will ap-
proach the Supreme Court for its nod on 
the proposed notification of 351 roads here 
as commercial and mixed-use categories, 
the party said on Thursday.

Once these 351 roads are notified as 
such, traders on these stretches will be saved 
from the ongoing sealing drive. The traders 
are said to be using residential properties for 
commercial purposes without paying con-
version charges. The Delhi government had 
received the official documents on these 
roads on Tuesday, the party said.

“The files related to the 351 roads 
reached us on January 23. They are soon 
going to be sent to the Supreme Court for 
approval,” Party chief spokesperson Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj told the media here.

Public Works Department Minister 
Satyendar Jain had asked the three Munici-

pal Corporations of Delhi (MCDs) to make 
a detailed submission of  the documents 
required by January 22.

The MCD drive is being overseen by 
a Monitoring Committee set up by the 
Supreme Court in 2006. In 2012, the apex 
court had asked the committee to stop the 
drive but ordered its resumption in De-
cember 2017. Bharadwaj claimed that then 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, and 
then Union Urban Development Minister 
Ajay Maken “didn’t do anything about the 
issue of sealing”. 

Delhi Rural Development Minister 
Gopal Rai said the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led central government and the MCDs 
were “misleading” the masses on the issue. 

The AAP said that its Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha MPs, along with various 
stakeholders, will march to Parliament on 
January 29 on the issue.

New Delhi,  Jan.  25 
(IANS): The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
on Thursday celebrated the 
National Voters Day and 
vowed to live upto peoples 
expectations of “neutrality, 
fairness, transparency and 
professionalism”.

The event was attended 
by President Ram Nath 
Kovind as the chief  guest 
along with Law Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad.

Congratulating young 
voters who have just turned 
18 and got the right to vote 
for the first time, Kovind 
underlined that while devel-
oped countries took many 
years to grant universal suf-
frage to their citizens, India 
gave this right to its citizens 
from day one. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, newly-appointed 
Chief  Election Commis-
sioner O.P. Rawat said that 
he would continue to “en-
rich the legacy of my illus-
trious predecessors”. 

This year’s celebrations 
revolved around the theme 
‘Accessible Elections’, 
which expressed the ECI’s 
pursuit of working towards 
making the electoral process 
more inclusive and friendly 
for disabled persons.  The 
President also conferred the 
National Awards for ‘Best 
Electoral Practices’ to offic-
ers deputed in the election 
machinery. 

The President inaugu-
rated the first edition of  
‘VoICE India’ - a biannual 
magazine which brings 

forth best practices, innova-
tions and knowledge de-
rived from practical experi-
ence and success stories 
of  the election machinery 
from across the country. 

The champions of  the 
National Election Quiz, 
2018 which saw the partici-
pation of 13.5 lakh students 
of 9th-12th standard from 
38,000 schools across the 
country, were also felici-
tated on the occasion. The 
event function also marked 
the official launch of Elec-
toral Literacy Clubs (ELC) 
in the nation. 

The Election Commis-
sion of  India was consti-
tuted on January 25, 1950. 
The day is now observed 
as the National Voters Day 
every year on January 25.

Beijing, Jan. 25 (PTI): China 
today reacted guardedly to India 
hosting top ASEAN leaders on 
the country’s 69th Republic Day 
and hoped that all countries can 
work jointly to maintain peace, 
stability and the development of  
the region.

India is holding a two-day 
India-ASEAN Commemorative 
Summit in New Delhi which is 
expected to give boost to the coop-
eration in key areas of counter-ter-
rorism, security and connectivity 
amidst increasing Chinese eco-
nomic and military assertiveness 
in the region.

In an unprecedented event, all 
the 10 ASEAN leaders will also 
be the chief guests at the Republic 
Day parade.

“We hope all countries can 
work together for peace, stability 
and development of the region,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-

person Hua Chunying told a me-
dia briefing when asked about the 
gathering of  ASEAN leaders to 
attend the Republic Day function.

“We can all play a construc-
tive role in this regard,” she said 
criticising media reports that the 
Indian move to invite these lead-
ers was aimed at blunting China’s 
influence.

“I want to say that on the In-
dian side, India media is not very 
confident and they do not trust 
us,” she said.

China is involved in maritime 
disputes with some of the ASEAN 
countries in the South and East 
China Seas. Beijing claims almost 
all of the South China Sea and has 
also laid claims on the Senkaku 
islands under the control of Japan 
in the East China Sea, believed to 
hold vast natural resources below 
their seabed.

The highest-level of participa-

tion at the summit is to mark the 
25 years of Indo-ASEAN ties.

The 10 ASEAN leaders at-
tending the summit are: Sin-
gaporean Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong, Vietnamese Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc, 
Myanmar’s State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi, Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo, Thai-
land Prime Minister Gen Prayut 
Chan-o-cha, President of  the 
Philippines Rodrigo Roa Duterte, 
Lao PDR’s Prime Minister Thon-
gloun Sisoulith, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Nazib Razak, Brunei 
Darussalam’s Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah and Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen.

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) com-
prises Thailand, Vietnam, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Myanmar (Burma), 
Cambodia, Laos and Brunei.

New Delhi, Jan. 25 (IANS): Co-
operation in defence, security an 
energy among other areas came 
up for discussion during a bilateral 
meeting Prime Minister Narendra 
held with Sultan of  Brunei Haji 
Hassanal Bolkiah here on Thursday

Bilateral trade between India 
and Brunei stood at over $504 mil-
lion in 2016-17, according to figures 
provided by Brunei’s Department 
of Economic Planning and Devel-
opment.

Brunei and India share a fair 
degree of  commonality in their 
perceptions on major international 
issues. 

The southeast Asian nation 
has been supportive of India’s Act 
East Policy and expansion and 
deepening of cooperation with the 
10-nation Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) regionbal 
bloc. Brunei also as served India’s 
country coordinator with the Asean 
for three years from 2012. 

Earlier on Thursday, Modi 
also held bilateral meetings with 
Thailand and Singapore Prime 
Ministers Prayut Chan-o-cha and 
Lee Hsien Loong.

Bolkiah arrived here on 
Wednesday to attend the Com-
memorative Summit to mark 25 
years of the India-Asean Dialogue 
Partnership to be held later on 
Thursday. Heads of state and gov-
ernment of  all 10 Asean nations 
will be attending the Summit.

The Asean comprises Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Ma-
laysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

On Friday, Bolkiah will be 
among all 10 Asean heads of state 
and government who will attend 
this year’s Republic Day celebra-
tions as guests of  honour, some-
thing unprecedented, since the 
leader of only one foreign country 
has attended the event as the chief  
guest all these years.

Kumar.
With buses, trucks, taxis 

and autos staying away 
from dawn to dusk, roads 
in cities were deserted and 
highways across the state 
had less vehicular traffic 
during the day.

The 12-hour shutdown 
was observed for getting 
the Mahadayi river water 
from neighbouring Goa to 
meet the drinking needs 
of  the people in Belagavi, 
Bagalkote, Dharwad and 
Hubballi districts.

Farmers and pro-Kan-

nada organisations and 
regional outfits announced 
the dawn-to-dusk protest 
seeking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s inter-
vention to resolve the two-
decade-old inter-state water 
sharing dispute.

.
The shutdown also 

logged out India’s tech hub 
with global software ma-
jors Infosys, Wipro and 
multinationals suspending 
their operations for the day 
and make up for the loss by 
asking its techies to work on 

Saturday.
Heavy rush of  com-

muters was witnessed at all 
the stations of  Bengaluru 
Metro which operated the 
service on the east-west and 
north-south corridors.

Though government 
offices and banks remained 
open, attendance was thin 
as employees were unable 
to commute from their 
homes in the absence of  
public and private trans-
port.

The 77-km Mahadayi 
or Mandovi river originates 
at Bhimgad in the Western 
Ghats in Belagavi district 
and flows into neighbour-
ing Goa, eventually joining 
the Arabian Sea.

Though the river runs 
29 km in Karnataka and 52 
km in Goa, its catchment 
area is spread over 2,032 
km in the southern state as 
against 1,580 km in Goa.

Karnataka has been 
asking Goa since 2001 to 
release 7.6 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet of the river 
water to meet the drinking 
needs of  its people in the 
drought-prone districts and 
irrigating the farmlands.
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Rescue teams help passenger out of a derailed train at the station 
of Pioltello Limito, on the outskirts of Milan, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 25, 
2018. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Tillerson talks with Russian 
Foreign Minister on Syria
Washington, Jan. 25 (IANS): US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson spoke by phone with Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov on Wednesday, discussing issues and 
concerns about Syria, said the US State Department. 
“On Syria, the two discussed Russia’s role in ensuring 
the Assad regime plays a constructive role in the UN-led 
Geneva process,” Xinhua news agency reported. The 
latest round of Geneva peace talks on Syria ended last 
month, without yielding any intended results. Also in 
December, Tillerson acknowledged the commitment 
from Russia, a key player in Syria, to the United Nations-
backed Geneva political process to achieve peace in 
Syria. During their phone call, the two also discussed the 
upcoming meeting on Ukraine by special representatives 
from both countries and the ongoing situation on the 
Korean peninsular, said the statement.

Brazilian court upholds ex-
President Lula’s conviction
Rio De Janeiro, Jan. 25 (IANS): A Brazilian appeals 
court on Wednesday upheld the corruption conviction 
of ex-President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. So far, two 
of the three judges have voted while the third judge has 
yet to vote, but it won’t change the result, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The judges at the appeals court in the 
city of Porto Alegre said that Lula had broken the law 
by accepting a seafront apartment from a construction 
company involved in a major corruption scheme. 
According to BBC, the judges increased his original 
sentence from nine-and-a-half years to 12 years and one 
month in jail. While he can still take his appeal to a higher 
court, the decision could rule Lula out as a candidate for 
October’s presidential election. Ahead of the ruling, Lula 
said he would continue fighting “for the dignity of the 
Brazilian people” until he died.

Russian fishing vessel disappears 
in Sea of Japan, 21 missing
Moscow, Jan. 25 (IANS): Russian fishing vessel “Vostok” 
with 21 crew members on board has disappeared in the 
Sea of Japan, the Ministry of Emergency Situations said 
on Thursday. An emergency beacon belonging to the 
vessel has been found some 200 km from the coast of  
Primorsky Krai in the area of the Sea of Japan, Xinhua 
reported.  “According to preliminary data, there are 21 
people aboard the ship. All attempts to contact the vessel 
did not bring any results,” a ministry statement said. A 
rescue operation is underway. The Russian Coast Guard 
has sent patrol boats to the area. The Russian Defense 
Ministry has also sent Mi-8 helicopters to the area.

Former US Olympics doctor jailed 
for 175 years
London, Jan. 25 (IANS): Former Olympic doctor Larry 
Nassar was awarded 40 to 175 years jail sentence in 
Michigan for abusing female athletes after the testimony 
of 156 victims, BBC reported on Wednesday. The judge 
dismissed Nassar’s attempted apology as insincere, saying 
he would “be in darkness the rest of his life”. “As much as 
it was my honour and privilege to hear the sister survivors, 
it was my honour and privilege to sentence you,” Judge 
Rosemarie Aquilina told Nassar during the sentencing 
“Because, sir, you do not deserve to walk outside of a 
prison ever again. You have not owned yet what you 
did. I wouldn’t send my dogs to you, sir. I’ve just signed 
your death warrant,” she added. Nassar pleaded guilty 
to 10 counts of sexual assault against girls and young 
women, including Olympians. The 54-year-old had 
already been sentenced to 60 years for possession of child 
pornography. Women who filed criminal complaints 
against Nassar spoke out at his sentencing hearing in 
Lansing. Meanwhile, after seven days of testimony from 
the victims, Nassar said he was sorry for what happened. 

Indian-American doctor tries to 
strangle nurse — Police 
Washington, Jan. 25 (PTI): An Indian-American 
surgeon allegedly tried to strangle his nurse with an 
elastic cord as he was upset with her for administering an 
injection into his patient at a “wrong time”, according to 
police. Venkatesh Sasthakonar, 44, through his attorney, 
has denied the allegation and said that the January 22 
incident has been blow out of proportion. Sasthakonar, a 
weight loss surgeon at Nassau University Medical Center 
in New York, has been charged with felony strangulation 
and assault. The police alleged that he threatened the life 
of his 51 -year-old nurse. According to the complaint, 
the surgeon “was upset that his nurse had administered 
injection to his patient at a wrong time”. Sasthakonar 
then came up behind the nurse, took out an elastic cord 
from his sweatshirt and wrapped it around her neck, the 
criminal complaint alleged. This caused the nurse to gasp 
for air and caused substantial pain. “I could kill you for 
this,” the surgeon threatened the nurse, the complaint 
alleges.Following the incident, he was suspended by the 
Nassau University Medical Center. On Tuesday he was 
released on bail on USD 3,500 cash. The nurse, whose 
name has not been released by the police, was treated for 
substantial pain to her neck.

Washington,  Jan.  25 
(IANS): President Donald 
Trump has said he is open 
to a path to citizenship for 
hundreds of  thousands of  
undocumented immigrants 
known as “Dreamers” if  
Congress agrees to fund his 
proposed wall on the Mexi-
can border.

In exchange for creat-
ing a path to citizenship for 
the young undocumented 
migrants brought to the US 
as children, Trump wants 
Congress to approve $30 
billion in funding for bor-
der security, including $25 
billion for building a wall 
along the US-Mexico bor-
der.

Trump told reporters 
at the White House on 
Wednesday that if  law-
makers in Congress cannot 
reach an agreement for the 
800,000 Dreamers, he could 
extend the deadline for end-
ing the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

programme protecting them 
from deportation beyond 
March 5.

Trump said he would al-
low “Dreamers” to “morph 
into” citizens over a peri-
od of  time, the New York 
Times reported.

“It’s going to happen 
-- over a period of 10 to 12 
years. If  somebody’s done a 

great job and worked hard,” 
the President said before 
departing for the World 
Economic Forum in Davos.

However, the President 
tweeted that “if  there is no 
Wall, there is no DACA”. 
He told reporters that the 
wall could be less than the 
$25 billion he was requesting 
since it would run for some 

Milan, Jan. 25 (PTI/AFP): 
At least three people were 
killed and 10 seriously in-
jured when a packed re-
gional train derailed today 
near Milan in northern Italy, 
emergency services said.

Hours after the crash, 
rescuers continued to search 
for passengers inside the 
wreckage. One of  the car-
riages was lying across the 
track, bent almost at a right 
angle.

About 100 other peo-
ple sustained light injuries, 
Cristina Corbetta, an official 
with the regional emergency 
services in Milan, told Sky 
TG24. She said the inci-
dent happened at around 7 
am near Segrate in Milan’s 
northeastern suburbs. The 
cause was not immediately 
clear. Many of  the passen-
gers were travelling to work 
in Italy’s economic capital, 
or were students.

It is the most serious rail 
accident in Italy since 23 
people were killed in a high-
speed head-on collision be-
tween two passenger trains 
in July 2016 in the southern 
Puglia region.

The injured were evacu-

Davos, Jan. 25 (IANS): 
Pakistan and the US should 
focus on their bilateral re-
lationship rather than just 
looking at it “through the 
prism of Afghanistan”, Pa-
kistan’s Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif  
has said.

Speaking at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos on Wednesday, Asif  
said that US President Don-
ald Trump’s much-antici-
pated speech here on Friday 
is unlikely to do anything to 
improve bilateral relations 
with Islamabad. 

“Frankly speaking, we 
are a bit apprehensive from 
what we have been hearing 
from over the past one year 
(and) we don’t expect any 
radical departure from what 
he has been saying,” he was 
quoted as saying by CNBC.

“The whole relationship 
should not hinge on just 
one problem in our region,” 
Asif said.

When asked whether he 
was concerned diplomatic 

ties between Pakistan and 
the US had reached an ir-
revocable conclusion, the 
Foreign Minister said: “It is 
repairable, there is absolutely 
no doubt about it.”

In his first tweet of 2018, 
Trump had said the US had 
“foolishly” handed Pakistan 
more than $33 billion in aid 
over the last 15 years while 
gaining nothing in return but 
“lies and deceit”.

Pakistan had said in re-
sponse that it had launched 
military operations to push 
out militants and since 2001, 
over 17,000 Pakistanis had 
died fighting militants or in 
bombings. Asif  had earlier 
said that Islamabad will not 
develop nor change its nu-
clear policy on the orders of  
the US as it reserves the right 
to its defence. 

The Minister said that 
Islamabad will not be “in-
fluenced” by Washington as 
“it has neither bowed down 
to pressure from the US in 
the past nor does it intend to 
do now”.

Seoul, Jan. 25 (IANS): The first group of  
North Korean athletes arrived in South Ko-
rea on Thursday to participate as a joint team 
with the South in the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games, an official said.

The 12 ice hockey players would join 
South Korean players in a team that would 
represent the two Koreas for the first time 
since 1991, Efe news reported.

The delegation entered South Korea 
passing through the Korean Demilitarised 
Zone at 9.21 a.m., the South Korean Unifi-
cation Ministry said in a statement.

The group, consisting of  three techni-
cians and eight officials, besides the players, 
entered the South after spending 10 minutes 
passing through the customs, immigration 
and quarantine procedures in Paju Town, 
the gateway town.

The decision, however, has generated 
discontent in the South. The South Koreans 
consider it unfair for their national team to 
give minutes of the game to the athletes from 

the North, whose team has not qualified for 
PyeongChang. After years of disagreement 
and tension over Pyongyang’s nuclear pro-
grammes, the decision to field the joint team 
was agreed upon earlier in January between 
the two Koreas, following “historic” talks 
between the two sides on January 9 after a 
gap of more than two years. 

Seoul had asked the South Korean public 
to show support for the initiative and avoid 
demonstrations like the one on Monday 
here, when North Korean flags and photos 
of Kim Jong-un were burned.

Along with the group of  athletes and 
technicians, a delegation of eight senior of-
ficials of the North Korean Sports Ministry 
also travelled to South Korea on Thursday.

The officials would stay in the neigh-
bouring country for three days to inspect the 
sports venues and accommodation for all the 
North Korean athletes who will participate 
in the Winter Olympics that starts on Febru-
ary 9.

Dhaka, Jan. 25 (PTI/AFP): Bangladesh 
prosecutors today demanded life imprison-
ment for opposition leader Khaleda Zia for 
corruption.

The two-time prime minister and head 
of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party could be 
banned from standing in a national election 
this year if she is convicted. Zia has said the 
case is politically motivated. The trial of Zia 
and her son Tarique Rahman before a spe-
cial anti-corruption court ended Thursday 
and a judge said a verdict would be given 
February 8.

“We hope all the accused of this case will 
be sentenced to life in jail,” lead prosecutor 
Mosharraf  Hossain Kazal told reporters 
after the final arguments. Prosecutors have 
accused Zia, her son and aides of stealing 
some 21 million taka ( 252,000) from a trust 
created for an orphanage. Hearings have 
been delayed for years by numerous peti-
tions to higher courts. Zia’s lawyers say the 
charges are aimed at keeping Zia and her 

family, which ruled the country for 15 years, 
from politics.

“It is not a criminal case. It is a political 
case,” her lawyer Moudud Ahmed, a former 
justice minister, told AFP. “She will be 
acquitted. It is a case of  no evidence,” he 
added. Zia faces dozens of separate charges 
related to violence and corruption. Her son, 
who is in exile in London, was convicted of  
money laundering in 2016.

Last month prosecutors sought the death 
sentence for Rahman for his alleged role in a 
deadly 2004 grenade attack in which current 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina was injured.

The trial is fraught with risk for the au-
thorities. A conviction of the 72-year-old Zia 
could trigger protests by her centre-right BNP 
and Islamist allies. Similar demonstrations in 
2014 and 2015 around elections left nearly 
200 people dead. Prime Minister Hasina this 
month announced a general election would 
be held this year. The BNP, which boycotted 
2014 polls, is expected to contest the vote.

Tripoli, Jan. 25 (IANS): The UN 
Support Mission in Libya (UN-
SMIL) has demanded the extradition 
of  Mahmoud al-Werfalli, a senior 
military commander whom the UN 
body accused of  carrying out illegal 
executions in the eastern city of  
Benghazi.

“UNSMIL is alarmed by reports of  
brutal and outrageous summary execu-
tions in Benghazi.

 The UN demands the handing 
over of  Mahmoud al-Werfalli imme-
diately to (the International Criminal 
Court) as it documented at least 5 simi-
lar cases, in 2017 alone, carried out or 

ordered by al-Werfalli,” the UNSMIL 
tweeted.

“Those responsible for committing 
or ordering summary executions are 
criminally liable under international 
law,” it added.

The UN demand on Wednesday 
came after images surfaced online 
showing al-Werfalli carrying out 
field executions of  10 people at the 
site of  a terrorist attack in Benghazi 
on Tuesday, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Al-Werfalli is a general in the spe-
cial forces attached to Khalifa Haftar’s 
Libyan National Army (LNA) that 

controls Benghazi. The international 
community has several times demand-
ed legal prosecutions against Haftar as 
his forces kept gaining ground on the 
battlefield.

In August 2017, the International 
Criminal Court in The Hage issued 
an arrest warrant for al-Werfalli and 
demanded his extradition on suspicion 
of committing war crimes in eastern 
Libya.

Immediately after the warrant 
was issued, the LNA announced that 
al-Werfalli was under arrest and being 
investigated although his whereabouts 
were unknown.

Islamabad, Jan. 25 (PTI): A UN Security Council team 
has arrived here for an assessment of  Pakistan’s com-
pliance with the world body’s sanctions regime, amid 
mounting global pressure on the country to act against 
Hafiz Saeed and entities linked to the Mumbai attack 
mastermind.

Foreign Office (FO) spokesman Mohammad Faisal said 
that the team’s visit was a routine matter.

He said the team apprises the member states of current 
international and regional threat assessment from terrorism 
and suggests way in which the member states can improve 
their implementation of sanctions measures.

The visit of the team is taking place amid increasing pres-
sure on Pakistan from the US and India with respect to the 
inadequate implementation of the sanctions on Saeed and 
entities linked to the Jamaat-ud Dawa chief.

Saeed was added to the UN Security Council Resolution 

1267 sanctions list in December 2008 after Mumbai terror 
attack. UN members are required freeze the financial assets 
of terror groups in order to destroy their capabilities to take 
part in terrorist activities.

Saeed was released from house arrest in November. The 
US has been repeatedly asking Pakistan to re-arrest him.

When asked about possibility of access for the UN team 
Saeed, Faisal just said: “The UN Monitoring Team has a 
particular mandate of UN sanctions regime related to the 
implementation of UNSC Resolution 1267.” 

Yesterday, a Pakistani court restrained the government 
from arresting Saeed till March 17.

The JuD chief, who was listed under UN Security 
Council Resolution 1267 in December 2008, had moved the 
court seeking protection from arrest or action against JuD 
and Falah-i- Insaniat Foundation (FIF) ahead of the visit of  
the UN team.

Washington,  Jan.  25 
(IANS): Veteran US diplo-
mat Bill Richardson has quit 
an international panel set 
up by Myanmar’s de facto 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
to advise on the Rohingya 
refugee crisis, calling it a 
“cheerleading squad for gov-
ernment policy” that fails to 
address the problem.

In a scathing state-
ment released on Thursday, 
former US ambassador to 
the UN Richardson claimed 
the panel was a “whitewash” 
and accused Myanmar’s 
state counsellor Suu Kyi of  
lacking “moral leadership” 
on the issue, CNN reported.

The advisory board on 
Rakhine state was created 
in 2017 to help the govern-
ment implement the rec-
ommendations of  a fact-
finding commission helmed 
by former UN Secretary-
Genera Kofi Annan.

“It appears that the 
board is likely to become a 

cheerleading squad for gov-
ernment policy as opposed 
to proposing genuine policy 
changes that are desperately 
needed to assure peace, sta-
bility and development in 
Rakhine state,” Richardson 
said.

Myanmar government 
spokesman Zaw Htay told 
CNN: “We are very sorry 
about Richardson’s resigna-
tion.” He denied accusations 
that Suu Kyi believed there 
was a concerted internation-
al effort against Myanmar.

More than 700,000 Mus-
lim Rohingyas fled to neigh-
bouring Bangladesh last 
year in the face of a military 
crackdown and widespread 
reports of  military-backed 
mass rape, murder and the 
burning down of entire vil-
lages.

The UN and the US 
labelled the violence against 
the mainly Muslim Rohing-
yas as a “textbook example 
of  ethnic cleansing”. Ri-

chardson said “the main 
reason I am resigning is 
that this advisory board is a 
whitewash”.

The diplomat, who has 
supported Suu Kyi since 
she was put under house 
arrest by the Myanmar 
military junta, was “very 
upset” at the Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate’s attitude 
during a board meeting on 
January 22.

He also denounced the 
board’s apparent lack of  
sincerity towards the issue 
as well as Suu Kyi’s “furious 
response” to his suggestions 
regarding the two journalists 
who were detained while 
investigating the crisis in 
Rakhine state.

The Myanmar military 
denies committing human 
rights abuses in Rakhine. 
The country does not recog-
nise Rohingyas as citizens 
and considers them as illegal 
immigrants from Bangla-
desh.

Ankara, Jan 25 (IANS) 
The US and Turkey have 
released opposing ac-
counts of  a phone call be-
tween Presidents Donald 
Trump and Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, highlighting 
deepening tensions be-
tween the two countries 
amid a Turkish military 
campaign in Syria.

Turkish presidential 
officials on Thursday said 
a statement released by 
the White House on the 
conversation between the 
US President and Turkish 
leader “did not correspond 
to the truth”, the Guardian 
reported.

They said the US state-
ment issued on Wednes-
day night did not correctly 
reflect the contents of  the 
conversation between Er-
dogan and Trump.

According to the US 
statement, Trump relayed 
“concerns” over the es-

calating violence in the 
Kurdish enclave in Afrin 
and urged Turkey to “de-
escalate, limit its military 
actions and avoid civilian 
casualties”. 

Trump also called on 
Ankara to avoid actions 
that risked conflict with 
US forces, which have pro-
vided arms and air cover 
for the Kurdish militias 
that Turkey is now battling 
in Syria, the White House 
said.

However, a Turkish of-
ficial said that Trump did 
not raise concerns about 
escalating violence in Af-
rin and the two Presidents 
had simply exchanged 
views on the operation.

The official also de-
nied that Trump had “ex-
pressed concern about de-
structive and false rhetoric 
coming from Turkey”, as 
mentioned in the White 
House readout, saying 

Trump instead stressed 
that open criticism of  the 
US in Ankara was raising 
concerns in Washington. 

The official said Er-
dogan replied that US 
policies, such as support 
for the People’s Protec-
tion Units (YPG) and the 
“harbouring” of  Fethullah 
Gülen, an exiled cleric 
accused of  mastermind-
ing the 2016 attempted 
coup, had “caused out-
rage among the Turkish 
people”.

Turkish officials said 
Trump also requested the 
release of  US citizens de-
tained in their country 
following the failed coup.

R e s p o n d i n g  t o 
Trump’s request, Erdog-
an said the independent 
Turkish judiciary would 
make its decisions on the 
arrests of  the American 
citizens after completing 
investigations.

800 miles along the border, 
rather than along the entire 
1,989-mile frontier.

Trump issued the Twit-
ter warning about the wall 
one day after Senate Minor-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
withdrew his offer to pro-
vide funds for building the 
barrier.

Democrats are demand-
ing that Republicans approve 
an immigration agreement 
that would provide a path to 
citizenship for the Dreamers, 
but the President is demand-
ing that in exchange for that 
funds be allocated to build 
the border wall.

In September, Trump 
ended the Obama-era’s 
DACA programme, saying 
it was an illegal assertion of  
executive authority by his 
predecessor. 

But even as the Presi-
dent’s actions threatened 
young immigrants with de-
portation, he has urged Con-
gress to find a permanent 

solution that could allow 
them to live and work in the 
country legally.

Trump campaigned for 
the presidency with nativist 
rhetoric that assailed the 
threat from outsiders, espe-
cially Mexicans and Mus-
lims. 

As President, he quickly 
tried to impose a travel ban 
on predominantly Muslim 
countries and gave immigra-
tion agents more authority 
to round up undocumented 
immigrants.

Despite the President’s 
pledge to the “Dream-
ers”, his administration 
cracked down on Wednes-
day on so-called sanctuary 
cities. 

The Justice Depart-
ment asked the asked 23 
jurisdictions across the 
country to furnish docu-
ments proving that they 
had not kept information 
from federal immigration 
authorities.

ated on stretchers, with the 
more seriously hurt receiv-
ing first aid in a field near the 
accident.

Journalists watched 
from a field about 100 me-
tres away from the site, 
where three helicopters ar-
rived to rush the injured 
to hospital while another 
patrolled the area.

One of the injured could 
be seen, clothes ripped, cov-
ered with a thermal blan-
ket and wearing an oxygen 
mask being evacuated by 
helicopter.

The first images released 
by the fire service showed a 

passenger trapped in their 
seat, surrounded by bits of  
the collapsed ceiling, and 
part of  the wall twisted by 
the shock.

Italian media quoted 
witnesses as saying the train 
began to shake heavily as if  
it was travelling over rocks. 
Then it braked suddenly and 
derailed. Milan prosecutors 
have opened a probe into the 
accident, and investigators 
have begun questioning the 
driver, Italian media said.

The regional train had 
left the town of Cremona at 
5:32 am and was scheduled 
to arrive in Milan at 7:24 am.
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H
ollywood 
veteran 
Meryl Streep 
has joined 
the cast of  

American drama series 
“Big Little Lies” Season 2.

Streep will play Mary 
Louise Wright, the mother 
of Perry Wright (Alexander 
Skarsgård). Concerned for 
the well-being of her grand-
children following her son 
Perry’s death, Mary Louise 
arrives in Monterey search-
ing for answers, reports 
variety.com.

The news comes on the 
heels of Streep receiving 

an Oscar nomination for 
her leading role in Steven 
Spielberg’s “The Post.” 

Streep will reportedly 
make around $800,000 per 
episode. Actresses Nicole 
Kidman and Reese Wither-
spoon will again executive 
produce in addition to 
starring in it. Witherspoon 
on Thursday said that she 
is thrilled with Streep on 
board. The show was based 
on the novel of the same 
name by Liane Moriarty, 
with season two based 
partially on a new story by 
the author. 

IANS

B
ritish music star Sir Elton John 
is reportedly set to retire from 
touring.

The 70-year-old singer-
songwriter - who has suffered 

with poor health in recent years - is poised 
to walk away from touring the globe after 
50 years and one final world tour, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk

The ‘Rocket Man’ hitmaker spent 
two nights in intensive care and 12 days 

in hospital last year, after he contracted a 
“harmful and unusual” bacterial infection 
during his tour of South America.

Elton John was returning home to Brit-
ain following a performance in Santiago, 
Chile, when he became violently ill. 

Meanwhile, in 2013, he was forced to 
cancel a planned appearance at London’s 
Hyde Park because he needed to undergo 
emergency appendicitis surgery.

IANS

A
ctor James Franco is in a 
mess due to all the sexual 
misconduct allegations lev-
elled against him, say sources 
close to him.

Franco, who has been snubbed by the 
Academy Awards for his role in “The Dis-
aster Artist”, has been accused of sexual 
misconduct by five women. 

“His team wants him to continue mak-
ing public appearances. He thinks he can 
save his image,” people.com quoted one of  
the sources as saying. 

“He looks like he hasn’t slept for days. 
He’s just a mess. This whole process has 
been very hard on him. He’s been shaken 
up,” said another source. 

On Tuesday, Franco was out grabbing 
lunch with friend Jeff Garlin here. The ac-
tor kept his head down as he left Joan’s on 
Third just hours after the Oscar nomina-
tions were announced.

Franco skipped the Critics’ Choice 
Awards on January 11, days after the alle-
gations first surfaced. He had won the Best 
Actor for a Comedy.

During an appearance on “Late Night 
with Seth Meyers”, the actor addressed the 

allegations.
He said: “There are people that need to 

be heard. I have my own side of this story, 
but I believe in these people that have been 
underrepresented getting their stories out 
enough that I will hold back things that I 
could say, just because I believe in it that 
much. 

IANS

Actress Nargis Fakhri, who is a part of a documentary 
episode on empowering artisans, says she is thrilled to be 
a part of raising awareness for craft in the country. Nargis 
on Thursday shared a clip of a documentary featuring 
weavers and artisans in the country directed by Susan Cohn 
Rockefeller.“This documentary is powerful, transformative 
and uplifting for women around the world. I’m thrilled that 
I was a part of raising awareness for talented artisans in India 
alongside Unleashed World. You can check out the first 
episode coming soon to Refinery29,” she captioned 
the video. “Connecting Thread” is a series of short 
films (IANS)

Nargis thrilled to raise awareness for artisans

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Padmaavat 
(Hindi) 3D

8 pm: Padmaavat (hindi) 2D 

Meryl Streep joins ‘Big 
Little Lies’ season 2

Elton John plans ‘to retire from touring’

Franco shaken up by sexual 
misconduct charges

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Meet Medongunuo Zumu upcoming musician from Kohima whose 
passion for music was inspired by playing piano as a kid, and now she has re-
leased her very own debut original single “keep moving on”.  Adding a feather 
to her cap, Zumu is also the proprietor of Eklippz hair and beauty. Beauty and 
wellness sector is another passion of Zumu but that has not stopped her from 
pursuing music.

Eastern Mirror: For those new to you 
and your music, talk us through your 
musical journey.

Medongunuo Zumu: I have al-
ways taken a keen interest in music ever since 
I was a kid. My interest in playing piano 
brought out the passion in me. However, I 
really started taking music seriously just few 
years back and now after the release of  my 
first debut single I have this strong desire to 
follow my dreams.

Eastern Mirror: What inspires you ? 
What has been the most memorable 
moment for you since you made your 
mark in the music industry?  

Medongunuo Zumu: My deep 
love for music inspires me to pursue my 
dreams and live my dreams. Of  course, 
there are many memorable moments but 
if  I were to choose one I’d choose the day 
my first single was released. It was a day of  
mixed emotions, of  fear and of  excitement; 
however, I was touched by the overwhelming 
positive response that I received.

Eastern Mirror: Tell us about your de-
but original single “keep moving on”.

Medongunuo Zumu: Well, on 
my debut single “keep moving on”, I am 
totally thankful and grateful to my friend 

Medo Kense who offered to write the lyrics 
and also helped me through the song making 
process. I absolutely loved the song from the 
beginning; the song speaks about following 
one’s dream and not giving up and no matter 
what comes our way and it was so relevant 
to me at that moment. I am also thankful to 
Richa production for being so patient with 
me out throughout the process (Ato Richa, 
you know what I mean).

Eastern Mirror: Apart from your 
passion with music, you also take an 
interest in the beauty and wellness sec-
tor and are the proprietor of Eklippz 
hair and beauty. How do you balance 
with both of your interest? Which 
profession is more rewarding?

Medongunuo Zumu: To be 
honest, it is not easy to balance maintaining 
my salon and keeping up with my interest 
in music, as both requires total attention 
and sincerity and me being a perfectionist 
by nature it sometimes gets overwhelming. 
However, with the support of  my girls in the 
salon I have been able to follow my dreams 
in music sector.

I’d say both the professions are 
rewarding. And as both the profession has 
been born out of  sheer interest and passion 
I absolutely wouldn’t choose one from the 
other.

Eastern Mirror: What are the chal-
lenges and rewards that come from 
working as a musician?

Medongunuo Zumu: For me, 
so far coming up with my own original 
lyrics has been one of  my major challenges 
as writing song requires skill. Also, due to 
time constrain I’ve not been able to do so. 
However, I’d definitely love to write my own 
song someday.

Being able to meet many good 
musician friends who always offer me with 
valuable advice and suggestions whenever I 
needed is indeed a blessing in disguise for me, 
I’ll forever remain grateful to them.

Eastern Mirror: What has changed the 
most for you after making a mark in 
the music industry?

Medongunuo Zumu: Music has 
made me realize that there is more chance to 
prove myself  by becoming a productive indi-
vidual in my own career and life style, which 
I thought was not possible before.

Eastern Mirror: What’s next for you?
Medongunuo Zumu: Continue 

to pursue my dreams and work more to 
improve myself  professionally.
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Balloon experiments were conducted in preparation for the aircraft-borne seeding planned during 2018. 

Saturn moon Enceladus potentially 
habitable — NASA scientist

4G feature phones cannibalising 
smartphones sales in India — Report

Scientific protocol in the offing for cloud seeding 

Super blue moon to reveal 
evolution of moon’s surface

Farming terraces from 
Inca era found in Peru

Davos, Jan. 25 (IANS): 
The conditions at Encel-
adus appear right for sup-
porting life, Cassini Project 
Scientist Linda Spilker said 
here on Thursday while 
hinting at a possible future 
mission to go back to the 
Saturn moon.

“Personally, I would 
like to go back to Saturn,” 
Spilker said at the annual 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF) here.

Addressing a session 
on “Postcards from Sat-
urn”, Spilker said that a 
future mission to Saturn 
will depend on interna-

tional collaboration and 
that it could take at least 
10 years for such a mission 
to launch.

NASA’s Cassini space-
craft made a fateful plunge 
into the atmosphere of  Sat-
urn on September 15, 2017, 
ending its 13-year tour of  
the ringed planet.

Using data from the 
Cassini mission, scientists 
found that a global ocean 
lies beneath the icy crust 
of  the geologically active 
moon.

The unfolding story of  
Enceladus has been one 
of  the great triumphs of  

Cassini’s long mission at 
Saturn. 

Scientists first detected 
signs of  the moon’s icy 
plume in early 2005, and 
followed up with a series 
of  discoveries about the 
material gushing from 
warm fractures near its 
south pole. 

They announced strong 
evidence for a regional sea 
in 2014, and more recently, 
in 2015, they shared results 
that suggest hydrothermal 
activity is taking place on 
the ocean floor.

NASA believes that 
with its global ocean, 

unique chemistry and in-
ternal heat, Enceladus has 
become a promising lead in 
the search for worlds where 
life could exist.

Spilker said that the 
discoveries that Cassini 
made about Enceladus 
made a paradigm change in 
how scientists approached 
search for alien life.

Before Cassini, scien-
tists thought that the plan-
ets were the best places to 
look for signs of  life. But 
Cassini had shown that 
certain moons could be 
candidates for such such 
search, Spilker said.

New Delhi, Jan. 25 (IANS): When 
it comes to smartphone sales, there 
was a three per cent decline in India in 
the fourth quarter of  2017 owing to a 
proliferation of  low-priced 4G feature 
phones, like Reliance JioPhone that 
hit smartphone sales hard, German 
research firm GfK said on Thursday.

“Emerging Asia saw smartphone 
sales of  58.6 million units in 4Q17, 
down one per cent year-on-year,” the 
market research firm said.

This was dragged by a three per 
cent decline in India, where a prolifer-
ation of low-priced 4G feature phones 
likely cannibalised smartphone sales,” 
it added.

In 2017, 232.7 million smart-
phones were sold in the Emerging 
Asia region, an increase of  eight per 
cent compared to 2016. GfK forecasts 
regional demand growth to improve 
to nine per cent in 2018.

“The outlook for 2018 is positive 
as GfK forecasts global smartphone 
demand to rise by three per cent com-
pared to 2017, driven by Emerging 
Asia and Central and Eastern Eu-
rope,” said Yotaro Noguchi, product 
lead in GfK’s trends and forecasting 
division.

“With saturation in developed 
markets, consumer retention will be 
a key focus for smartphone makers, 
which, alongside increased commodi-
tisation, will encourage greater inno-
vation and differentiation in order to 
spur sales,” he added.

Sales in “Developed Asia” hit 18.5 
million units in 4Q 17, a fall of  nine 
percent year-on-year, dragged by a 21 
per cent decline in South Korea.

Smartphone sales in the region 
totalled 68.5 million units in 2017, a 
fall of  six per cent compared to 2016.

However, GfK forecasts a return 

to growth of  two per cent in 2018, 
driven primarily by improving for-
tunes in Japan.

Global smartphone sales reached 
397 million units in the fourth quarter 
of  2017 -- a one per cent increase year-
on-year.

Demand was primarily driven by 
Middle East and Africa, which ex-
perienced eight per cent growth, and 
Central and Eastern Europe, where 
demand grew seven per cent.

“Smartphone year-on-year de-
mand growth moderated for the 
fourth consecutive quarter, rising 
only one per cent to 397 million units 
in 4Q17. 

“However, sales value increased 
by 11 per cent year-on-year in the 
quarter, which is exceptional growth 
for such a mature technology catego-
ry,” said Arndt Polifke, Global Direc-
tor of  PoS telecom research at GfK.

Pune, Jan. 25 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Scientists at the 
Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology (IITM) here 
are preparing to launch a 
study during the coming 
monsoon season to under-
stand physical properties 
of  clouds and particulate 
matter in the atmosphere 
and also their interaction, as 
part of an exercise to formu-
late a scientific protocol for 
cloud seeding operations to 
produce artificial rains. 

Recent years have seen a 
growing demand for cloud 
seeding to overcome the 
problem of  drought in dif-
ferent regions. It has been 
tried in some places.  How-
ever, such exercises have 
been in the nature of  hit 
and trial in the absence 
of  clear understanding of  
the science behind it. The 
proposed experiment is ex-
pected to fill thisknowledge 
gap. 

IITM has been engaged 
in programmecalled ‘Cloud 
Aerosol Interaction and 
Precipitation Enhancement 
Experiment’ (CAIPEEX)
since 2009, over different 
parts of  India. Under this, 
airborne observations of  
aerosol particles, cloud 
droplets, rain drops and 
ice particles are conducted 
together with collection of  
information on environ-
mental parameters like tem-
perature, relative humidity, 
and winds. Ground-based 
observations were also 
conducted on a campaign 
mode. These observation-
shave yielded insights into 
cloud vertical structure and 
development, aerosol-cloud 
interaction and processes 
influencing rain drop for-
mation, especially over land 

Washington, Jan. 24 (IANS): The 
forthcoming rare celestial event on 
January 31, in which three lunar 
events will come together in an un-
usual overlap called as ‘super blue 
blood moon’, will give scientists a 
special opportunity to understand 
the evolution of  the surface of  the 
moon.

The January 31 supermoon, 
which is the first blue moon of  
2018, marks the last in a trilogy of  
supermoons. The first happened on 
December 3, 2017, NASA said in 
a report.

In addition, a lunar eclipse will 
take place in the morning on Janu-
ary 31, temporarily giving the moon 
a reddish colour known as a blood 
moon.

The eclipse will offer research-
ers a chance to see what happens 
when the surface of  the moon cools 
quickly, helping them to understand 
some of  the characteristics of  the 
regolith -- the mixture of  soil and 
loose rocks on the surface -- and 
how it changes over time.

“During a lunar eclipse, the 
temperature swing is so dramatic 
that it’s as if  the surface of the moon 
goes from being in an oven to being 
in a freezer in just a few hours,” said 
Noah Petro, deputy project scientist 
for NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance 

Orbiter, or LRO, at NASA’s God-
dard Space Flight Center in Green-
belt, Maryland.

Using the astronomer’s equiva-
lent of  a heat-sensing, or thermal 
camera, the team will conduct 
their investigations at invisible 
wavelengths where heat is sensed, 
from the Haleakala Observatory in 
Hawaii, 

“The whole character of  the 
moon changes when we observe 
with a thermal camera during an 
eclipse,” said Paul Hayne of  the 
Laboratory for Atmospheric and 
Space Physics at the University of  
Colorado-Boulder. 

“In the dark, many familiar 
craters and other features can’t be 
seen, and the normally non-descript 
areas around some craters start to 
‘glow’, because the rocks there are 
still warm,” Hayne added.

“These studies will help us tell 
the story of  how impacts large and 
small are changing the surface of  
the Moon over geological time,” 
Petro said.

The January 31 full moon is go-
ing to be about 14 per cent brighter 
than usual and will pass through 
the shadow of  the earth. For 77 
minutes, the usually silvery moon 
will be covered with a blood-red/
ochre shadow.

Changes in Mercury’s orbit reveal an ageing Sun
Washington, Jan. 22 (IANS): 
Changes in the orbit of  Mercury 
-- the planet closest to the Sun in the 
solar system -- has demonstrated 
the repercussions of an ageing Sun.

Like humans, the Sun is los-
ing mass as it ages, weakening its 
gravitational pull. As a result, the 
orbits of planets in the solar system 
are expanding.

In the study, scientists at the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) and the 
Massachusetts Institute of  Tech-
nology (MIT) indirectly measured 
this mass loss and other solar pa-
rameters by looking at changes in 
Mercury’s orbit.

They found key details to moni-
tor the rate of  solar mass loss, be-
cause it’s related to the stability of  

G, the gravitational constant. 
Although G is considered a 

fixed number, whether it’s really 
constant is still a fundamental ques-
tion in physics.

“Mercury is the perfect test ob-
ject for these experiments because 
it is so sensitive to the gravitational 
effect and activity of  the Sun,” 
said lead author Antonio Genova, 
a researcher at MIT, working at 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.

For long, scientists have studied 
Mercury’s motion, and have also 
charted a road map of  Mercury’s 
orbit, called “ephemeris” to study 
its closest point to the Sun and its 
farthest point from the Sun.

Other factors that could change 
Mercury’s orbit include Albert Ein-

stein’s theory of  general relativity, 
which proves that as a result of the 
Sun’s own gravity, it is capable of  
warping space time, causing a shift 
in Mercury’s orbit. 

The Sun’s interior structure and 
dynamics, one of  which is its ob-
lateness -- a measure of how much 
it bulges at the middle -- rather than 
being a perfect sphere, can also im-
pact Mercury’s orbit. 

In the study published in the 
journal Nature Communications, 
the team developed a novel tech-
nique that simultaneously exam-
ined the orbits of  Mercury and 
MESSENGER spacecraft, which 
probed Mercury till its death in 
2015, to learn more about the 
interplay between the Sun and the 
planets.

NASA to launch GOLD mission to study Earth’s boundary with space
Washington, Jan. 25 (IANS): NASA 
is set to launch on Thursday Global-
scale Observations of  the Limb and 
Disk, or GOLD, mission to to study 
the dynamic region where space and 
Earth’s uppermost atmosphere meet.

It is the first NASA science mis-
sion to fly an instrument as a com-
mercially hosted payload, the US 
space agency said on Wednesday. 

The mission will fly aboard SES-
14, a commercial communications 
satellite.

Space is not completely empty. It 
is teeming with fast-moving charged 
particles and electric and magnetic 
fields that guide their motion. 

At the boundary between Earth’s 
atmosphere and space, the charged 
particles -- called the ionosphere 
-- co-exist with the upper reaches of  
the neutral atmosphere, called the 
thermosphere. 

The two commingle and influence 
one another constantly.

This interplay -- and the role ter-

restrial weather, space weather and 
Earth’s own magnetic field each 
have in it -- is the focus of  GOLD’s 
mission. 

“The upper atmosphere is far 
more variable than previously imag-
ined, but we don’t understand the 
interactions between all the fac-
tors involved,” said Richard Eastes, 
GOLD principal investigator at the 
Laboratory for Atmospheric and 
Space Physics at the University of  
Colorado Boulder. 

“That’s where GOLD comes in: 
For the first time, the mission gives us 
the big picture of  how different driv-
ers meet and influence each other,” 
Eastes added. 

Arianespace, a commercial aero-
space company, will be launching 
GOLD’s host commercial commu-
nications satellite, SES-14, for SES 
from Kourou, French Guiana.

The launch coverage by NASA 
television will start at 5 pm EST (3.30 
am Friday, India time).

Lima, Jan. 25 (IANS): A long-buried group of  
enclosures and agricultural terraces belonging to 
the Incas have been discovered at an archaeologi-
cal park in Peru’s Cusco region.

A government statement said the find was 
made in the Chinchero Archaeological Park dur-
ing restoration and enhancement work, Efe news 
reported.

The project head Felix Vilca said the farming 
terraces and enclosures had been buried due to 
the construction of  homes and an archaeological 
museum in Chinchero.

Excavation work at terrace No. 1 revealed 
small enclosures dating to the Inca era and an 
aqueduct at the foot of  the wall that was used for 
irrigating crops.

Evidence of  a stone floor was found at one of  
the enclosures, which indicated some also dated 
back to the colonial or republican period.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1715SUD0KU 1555
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1714

ACROSS
1. Ostentatious displays
6. Pertaining to urine
10. Back talk
14. Not together
15. Music term for “A little”
16. Assemble or modify written 

material
17. Furnishings
18. Wharf
19. Hereditary unit on a 

chromosome
20. Austrian-US pianist Artur 

_______ (1882-1951)
22. Arranged like a ladder
24. Indebted
25. Middle Eastern country
26. Bewilder
29. Threesome
30. Portent
31. Adding fluoride to water
37. Chop finely
39. Noah’s ship
40. Latin for “Regal”
41. Member of Columbus’ NHL 

franchise
44. Market
45. Evenings
46. Loves profoundly
48. Stomach remedy
52. Bric-a-____
53. ______ Rico
54. Say again with different words
58. Trolley
59. Actress Patricia ____
61. President of the Republic of 

Texas (1838-1841)
62. Latin for “To be”
63. Character in Othello
64. Elements from a list
65. Tall aquatic grass
66. The crop of a bird or insect
67. Advantage 

DOWN
1. Mats
2. Oil cartel
3. Speed of sound
4. Articulate

5. Suck liquids through them
6. Increased (slang)
7. Stir up
8. Frozen water
9. Privateer
10. Popeye creator Elzie Crisler 

_____
11. Writer _____ Rogers St. 

John
12. Middle eastern desert 

13. Taciturn
21. Meat from cattle
23. Massed singing voices
25. Without money

26. Explosive device
27. 30’s Olympic runner ____ 

Zatopek
28. List of choices
29. _____ and Caicos Islands
32. Tied shoelaces
33. Al Gore and others
34. Gelling agent
35. Rubber wheel
36. Consumes
38. Expel 42. Pertaining to 

aeronautical electronics
43. Waterproof canvas 

covering

47. Flower named after 
botanist Anders Dahl

48. More capable
49. Medical assistant
50. Playfully mock
51. “_____ and dangerous”
52. At a lower level
54. Traditional Hindu melodic 

pattern
55. “Daniel Boone” actor/

singer Ed ____
56. Identical
57. Former
60. Hearing organ

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1554

regions.
The new study planned 

for the next monsoon sea-
son will be conducted over 
a‘rain shadow’ region for 
cloud seeding. It would 
involve seeding of  hygro-
scopic material at the cloud 
base using cloud seeding 
flares using aircraft. While 
one aircraft will seed clouds, 
the other would be flown 
into the clouds at different 
altitudes to record various 
parameters to see impact 
of  seeding. The experi-
ment would be conducted 
through thefour month sea-
son with a view to get data 
over a wide spectrum of  
meteorological conditions 
and types of clouds.

Solapur has been cho-
sen for the study as it falls 
in a rain transition zone. 
Meteorological data col-

lected over the past 100 
years shows that as one 
moveseastwards from the 
west coast the rainfall keeps 
decreasing and itbecomes 
significantly less as one 
reaches Solapur. A radarhas 
been set up at an engineer-
ing college in the city to help 
select clouds for seeding.  A 
dense network of  100 rain 
gauges will measure the 
amount of  rainfall and for 
evaluation and calibration 
of radar. Weather balloons 
are used to send instru-
ments to higher altitudes 
and measure thermody-
namic state of  atmosphere 
in which seeding experi-
ment is conducted. 

“Newer technologies 
are emerging that prom-
ise to enhance rain forma-
tion. However, there is a 
need to ensure that they 

are employed properly. Our 
study would hopefully help 
achieve this,” Project Di-
rector TharaPrabhakaran 
explained while speaking 
to India Science Wire.The 
study, he said,could help 
in formulating a scientific 
basis and protocol for cloud 
seeding. 

The study would dwell 
on finding answers to basic 
scientific questions such as 
understanding the changes 
that may occur in the clouds 
on infusion of  the seeding 
material, gauging how they 
impact rain formation and 
into surface precipitation-
and developing methods to 
quantity direct and indirect 
effects. The observations 
could also help change the 
way the numerical models 
represent clouds and pre-
cipitation processes.
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Bumrah’s maiden five-wicket 
haul keeps India in the hunt

Ruthless Cilic routs ailing Edmund to reach final

NFA announces selection 
trial to NE meet 

Real Madrid out of Copa del Rey

Arsenal beat Chelsea to set up final against City

Afghanistan stun New Zealand to 
enter semis of U-19 World Cup

South Africa captain, Faf du Plessis had his bails dislodged by Jasprit Bumrah on the 2nd day of the final Test match on Jan. 25 at 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Photo: BCCI

Croatia's Marin Cilic shakes hands with Britain's Kyle Edmund after Marin Cilic wins the match.

Johannesburg, Jan. 25 (PTI): 
Indian bowlers continued 
their stellar show as Jasprit 
Bumrah restricted South 
Africa's lead to a bare mini-
mum with his maiden five-
wicket haul, keeping the visi-
tors in the contest after an 
engaging second day's play 
in the third and final cricket 
Test.

In reply to India's 187, 
South Africa didn't fare any 
better being all-out for 194 
in 65.5 overs with their lead 
being an insignificant seven 
runs. The Indian top-order 
showed more application as 
they were 49 for 1 at stumps 
with an overall lead of 42 
runs.

Murali Vijay (13 batting, 
49 balls) was in company 
of KL Rahul (16 batting, 38 
balls). The team manage-
ment wanted to shield Ra-
hul from the new ball bowl-
ers by sending Parthiv Patel 
(16) to open the innings but 
the plan didn't work as he 
quickly removed by Vernon 
Philander.

Rahul-Vijay left the ball 
well and showed more pa-
tience than the first innings 
as they batted out 12 overs. 
They added 32 runs for the 
second wicket, running judi-
ciously between the wickets 
and hitting 3 boundaries 
together.

On a pitch that is offering 
extensive lateral movement, 
a target of 175 could prove 
to be a match-winning for 
India.

Playing only his third Test 
match, Bumrah polished 
the lower-middle order with 
figures of 5 for 54 in 18.5 
overs ably complemented by 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (3/44 
in 19 overs).

While Bumrah's maxi-
mum victims were at the rear 
of the Proteas innings, Bhu-
vneshwar inflicted the early 
damage including a beautiful 
indipper that knocked back 
AB de Villiers' (5) middle-
stump.

Hashim Amla (61, 121 
balls) batted with grit and 
determination and was given 
good support by nightwatch-
man Kagiso Rabada (30) dur-

ing the first session, when 
they had added 64 runs for 
the third wicket.

This was after Bhuvnesh-
war had removed Dean Elgar 
with a beauty, a delivery that 
pitched on the leg-middle, 
induced him to go for a drive 
and got an edge. However 
Amla got good support from 
Rabada, who frustrated the 
Indian bowlers for a good 
114 minutes during the first 
session of the day.

Amla also added 44 runs 
for the seventh wicket with 
Vernon Philander (35), who 
unleashed a flurry of strokes 
as the home team crossed 
150-run mark in the 56th 
over.

Amla then gifted his 
wicket away, flicking straight 
to Hardik Pandya at deep 
square leg off Bumrah in 
the 60th over much to In-
dian team's delight. It was 

the least threatening deliv-
ery that the batsman had 
faced in his grinding 121-ball 
knock.

Philander though con-
tinued his attacking ways 
and in all he hit five bound-
aries during his 55-ball stay. 
He was next to go, out caught 
pulling Mohammed Shami 
(1/46) as Bumrah completed 
a running catch in the deep.

Andile Phehlukwayo 
(9) and Morne Morkel (9*) 
pushed the score past India's 
187-marker before Bumrah 
wrapped things up in the 
66th over.

He trapped Phehlukwayo 
leg before off a full toss and 
two balls later Lungi Ngidi (0) 
was caught behind as Parthiv 
Patel completed a fine diving 
catch to his left. Bumrah had 
previously struck twice in the 
middle session as South Af-
rica reached 143 for 6 at tea.

Post lunch, India made a 
hectic start to the second ses-
sion as Ishant Sharma (1/33) 
had a loud appeal for lbw 
against De Villiers (5) turned 
down on the very fourth 
ball. The visitors didn t opt 
for DRS, which the replays 
showed to be a mistake with 
'three reds'.

South Africa crossed 
100 in the 40th over, but lost 
another wicket quickly as 
Bumrah bowled Faf du Ples-
sis (8), out shouldering arms 
to an off-cutter. In between 
though, Amla got another 
two lbw reprieves to go with 
the one in morning session.

First, in the 35th over, 
he was (on 33) was deemed 
not out off Bhuvneshwar 
even as the ball seemed to be 
clipping the leg stump. The 
decision stayed in his favour 
on umpire's call.

In the 41st over then, 

Amla (then on 41) was ad-
judged lbw off Kumar once 
again. But the batsman re-
ferred DRS and the ball was 
missing off-stump, so he got 
another life. He used this to 
hold the South African in-
nings together and scored 
his 37th Test half-century off 
98 balls.

Amla added 18 runs with 
Quinton de Kock (8) who had 
a couple flashy boundaries 
to his credit. He was soon 
caught behind off Bumrah 
as South Africa were reduced 
to 125/6. India's fight-back 
though was cut short as Phi-
lander added 18 runs with 
Amla until tea.

This was after night 
watchman Kagiso Rabada 
(30 runs, 84 balls, 6 fours) 
played out 114 minutes of 
the morning session as South 
Africa had reached 81/3 at 
lunch.

London, Jan. 25 (IANS): English foot-
ball giants Arsenal came from behind 
to beat Chelsea 2-1 in the second leg 
of the EFL Cup semi-final here.

After a goalless first leg, the Gun-
ners were off to a rocky start at the 
Emirates Stadium on Wednesday 

when Eden Hazard put Chelsea in 
front after just seven minutes, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Arsenal grabbed a fortunate 
equaliser five minutes later when Na-
cho Monreal's header from a corner 
deflected off both Marcos Alonso and 

Antonio Ruediger past the helpless 
Willy Caballero.

Ruediger was unlucky once again 
as the Gunners took the lead when 
Alexandre Lacazette's cross from the 
right hit the Chelsea defender and 
went straight towards Xhaka, who 

poked it past Caballero.
In the final, Arsenal will face 

Manchester City at the Wembley 
Stadium on February 25.

It will be Arsenal's eighth appear-
ance in the final and their first since 
losing to Birmingham City in 2011.

Melbourne, Jan. 25 (Reuters): A 
business-like Marin Cilic doused 
the fire of Kyle Edmund before 
crushing the ailing Briton 6-2 
7-6(4) 6-2 to become Croatia’s 
first Australian Open finalist on 
Thursday.

Sixth seed Cilic, who won his 
quarter-final when Rafa Nadal 
retired hurt in the fifth set, was 
again ruthless against a reduced 
opponent, ending 49th-ranked 
Edmund’s dream run after just 
two hours and 18 minutes at a 
floodlit Rod Laver Arena.

Sealing the match with a 
thumping serve, the 2014 U.S. 
Open champion will bid for his 
second grand slam title against 
Friday’s winner of Roger Feder-
er and South Korea’s rising star 
Chung Hyeon.

He will also enjoy two full 
days off after his centre court 
cakewalk which left the largely 
pro-Edmund crowd cold on a 
hazy, moist evening.

Everything is in a “good, solid 
spot”, said the confident Croatian, 
who will contest his third grand 
slam final after being thrashed by 
Federer at Wimbledon.

“I‘m playing much, much 
more aggressive,” the 29-year-old 
told reporters.

“I‘m feeling that I am, for 
most of the shots, hitting them 
really, really good ... Feeling really 
excited about the final, too.”

It was hard to disagree with 
the 6-ft 6-in (1.98m) Cilic, who put 
on a masterclass of clean hitting 
and was virtually unplayable on 
his first serve.

An agitated Edmund, how-
ever, needed a medical time-out 
after the first set and slowed ap-
preciably in the third. It was a 
deflating end to a match that 
had showed promise when the 
23-year-old Yorkshireman came 
out in a blaze of shot-making to 
grab early break points.

Cilic served away the danger 
and studiously avoided Edmund’s 
bazooka forehand. Given little 
latitude on his favoured side, a 
frustrated Edmund was broken in 
the sixth game when he slapped 
a backhand into the net tape and 
the rebound went wide.

Cilic calmly broke him again, 
wrapping up the set with a searing 
forehand to the corner.

Medical time-out
With only a single forehand win-
ner to his name, Edmund exited 
the court for a medical time-out 
but returned still troubled of 
mind. He lost his temper at 2-2, 
arguing with the umpire heatedly 
after Cilic was awarded a point on 
a challenge. “Get the referee, I‘m 
not having it,” he snapped before 
being flat-batted by the second 
match official.

The blow-up seemed to help 

showdown against the number 
two seed, with both desperate to 
win a maiden Grand Slam title.

"Definitely was very tough. 
I'm shaking now," said Halep, 
who saved the match points at 5-6 
on Kerber's serve in the third set.

She confessed she wasn't sure 
how she did it. "I don't remember, 
but I didn't think about the score. 
I just took point by point. I had 
actually two moments when I 
felt that the match was over," 
she said.

"I had no power anymore and 
everything is gone. I didn't give 
up, which meant a lot, and that's 
how I won the match."

Wozniacki beat unseeded Bel-
gian Elise Mertens 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) 
after a late wobble when she was 
broken serving for the match at 
5-4 in the second set.

"Halep, just like me, was 
down match points early on in 
the tournament," said Wozniacki. 
"I think it's exciting because we're 
both playing for the number one 
ranking."

Saturday's final, which could 
be played in forecast temperature 
of up to 35 Celsius (95 Farenheit), 
looks set to be a gruelling do-or-
die clash between two players 
known for their tenacity and court 
coverage.

"I respect her a lot, and I know 
it’s going to be similar. I will have 
to run, so a very good rest after 
this match," said Halep of Wozni-
acki. I want to give my best ... and 
not think about the title. If it's go-
ing to come, it's going to come."

In a see-sawing contest, Ha-
lep sprinted into a 6-3, 3-1 lead 
before 2016 Melbourne Park 

winner Kerber, seeded 21, fought 
back.

The Romanian finally pre-
vailed in 2hr 20min with her 
fourth match point to ensure a 
new name will grace the trophy.

Means so much 
"I tried to be calm today. It was a 
rollercoaster, up and down," said 
Halep. "If you don't give up you 
can win. I did it well. I am proud 
of myself."

In her match, Wozniacki al-
most let Mertens back in when 
serving for the win at 5-4, and 
seemingly in complete control. 
Two double faults enabled the 
Belgian, in her first semi-final at 
this level on her Australian Open 
debut, to level at 5-5.

Serving to take it to a tiebreak 
at 5-6 Wozniacki then needed to 
save three set points before seal-
ing the match in the tiebreak.

"It means so much to me," 
said the Dane after reaching her 
maiden Australian Open final 
and her first Grand Slam decider 
since 2014.

"I'm really happy and proud 
of how I've managed to turn 
things around when things 
weren't going my way and keep 
it up whenever it was going my 
way."

The final will be only the 17th 
time in Australian Open his-
tory that the number one and two 
seeds have met for the title -- first 
and second seeds have won eight 
times each.

The last time it happened was 
in 2015 when top seed Serena Wil-
liams beat second-seeded Maria 
Sharapova. (AFP)

as he served out to love and kept 
snapping at Cilic’s heels all the 
way to a tiebreak. But from there 
the big Croatian played with sub-
lime control, landing a pinpoint 
serve to claim three set points.

Edmund saved one but Cilic 
was soon roaring in celebration, 
a backhand winner down the line 
closing it out. It looked bad for 
the Briton, who began hobbling 
when in pursuit of Cilic’s raids on 
his backhand.

Tossed around like a rag doll 
across the court, Edmund was 
broken at 1-1 when he netted a 
weak retrieve. It prompted only 
a quiet fist pump from Cilic, who 
knuckled down to break him 
again at 4-2.

Halep and Wozniacki in 
winner-takes-all final
Simona Halep survived a three-
set thriller against Angelique 
Kerber Thursday to set up a win-

ner-takes-all Australian Open 
final against Caroline Wozniacki, 
where the number one ranking 
will be on the line.

The Romanian said for a fleet-
ing moment she thought "every-
thing had gone" when facing two 
Kerber match points before bat-
tling past the former champion 
6-3, 4-6, 9-7.

But the tenacious Halep 
stayed alive to put her number 
one ranking up for grabs in the 

Madrid, Jan. 25 (IANS): Le-
ganes are headed for the 
Copa del Rey semi-finals for 
the first time in their history 
after upsetting mighty Real 
Madrid 2-1 in the second 
leg of the quarter-final tie 
here.

Though the aggregate 
was 2-2 after the Blancos 
won the first leg 1-0, their 
suburban neighbours on 
Wednesday advanced by 
virtue of a 2-1 advantage 
in away goals, reports Efe. 
Real Madrid has never be-
fore lost a Copa tie in the 
Bernabeu after winning the 
first leg away.

W h i l e  t h e  B l a n c o s 
showed little sense of ur-
gency,  the determined 
visiting side pressed from 
the opening whistle and 
got their reward in the 31st 
minute when Javier Eraso 
stole the ball from Nacho 
and lobbed a shot from a 
distance that found the net 
to make it 1-0.

The hosts were better at 
the start of the second half 
and pulled level in the 47th 
minute on a goal by Karim 
Benzema, his first since No-
vember 25. Eight minutes 
later, however, Gabriel got 
his head to an Eraso corner 

kick to bring the aggregate 
score to 2-2.

As the match entered 
the final 20 minutes, coach 
Zinedine Zidane turned to 
his bench, first by sending 
in Dani Carvajal and Luka 
Modric.

Minutes later, Zidane 
yanked Isco Alarcon in 
favour of Borja Mayoral, 
who grazed the post after 
taking a cross from Lucas 
Vazquez, who led Real Ma-
drid's desperate quest for a 
goal. Leganes keeper Nereo 
Champagne sealed the up-
set by stopping a thunder-
ous Sergio Ramos header.

Christchurch, Jan. 25 (PTI): A 23-ball 66 
from Azmatullah Omarzai was backed up 
by some precise bowling by spinners Mu-
jeeb Zadran and Qais Ahmad as Afghani-
stan recorded a thumping 202-run victory 
over New Zealand to reach the semfinals 
of the ICC U19 World Cup in Christchurch 
on Thursday.

Azmatullah unleashed three fours and 
seven sixes as the Asian champions posted 
a mammoth 309 for six after electing to bat 
first at the Hagley Oval.

New Zealand were bowled out for 107 
with off-spinner Mujeeb (four for 14) and 
leg-spinner Qais (four for 33) mesmerising 
the host side s batting.

Azmatullah, who was one of three 
players rested in Afghanistan s last league 
match against Ireland which they lost by 
four runs, showed what the Afghanistan 
first-choice players are capable of as they 
get ready to take on three-time champions 
Australia in the first semi-final on Monday.

The result also means that three Asian 
sides will be in the semifinals since Paki-
stan have already qualified and await the 
winners of the match between two other 
South Asian teams - India and Bangladesh 
who play the last quarter-final on Friday in 
Queenstown.

It looked like Afghanistan's day from 
the time they elected to bat and their first 
entry into the semi-finals was ensured 
with a superb team effort that included 
four half- centuries.

Openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz (69, 
67b, 7x4, 3x6) and Ibrahim Zadran (68, 
98b, 5x4, 1x6) were associated in Afghani-
stan s maiden century-stand in the U-19 
World Cup that set the platform for later 
batsmen to build on.

After a 117-run stand in just over 20 
overs, Bahir Shah (67 not out, 72b, 4x4) 
played a solid innings to ensure the initia-
tive was not lost in the middle overs.

But what converted a potentially chal-
lenging total to an intimidating one was 
Azmatullah s swashbuckling knock. He 
not only showed fine eye-hand co-ordina-
tion but also used his feet well to hammer 
the bowlers straight down the ground and 
over the leg-side boundary at will, show-
ing equal disdain for both pace and spin.

Walking out to bat with the score at 
226 for five and 35 balls remaining in the 
innings, Azmatullah belted four sixes off 
pace bowler Matthew Fisher and three 
off left-arm spinner Ben Lockrose as Af-
ghanistan put on 83 runs in the last 5.5 
overs to lift the side to 309 for six, which 
was always going to put pressure on the 
opposition.

New Zealand had gone into the game 
with three of the four top run-getters in 
the tournament, but none could fire as Ja-
cob Bhula (5), Finn Allen (13) and Rachin 
Ravindra (0) failed to build innings when 
most needed.

The side slipped to 20 for four in the 
seventh over with defeat staring right in 
the eyes of the hosts, who were aiming to 
win their maiden title.

Afghanistan captain Naveen-ul-Haq 
said it was a great day for his country.

"It is a historic day for us reaching the 
semifinals but the job is not done yet. We 
have a good bunch of spinners who can 
win matches for us," he said.

"Our plan in the morning (was to) win 
the toss, bat first, put up a good total and 
defend it with our spinners. We have a lot 
of match-winners. We will do our best to 
win our next match against Australia." 

Azmatullah Omarzai, who was later 
declared player of the match, said: "This is 
my best knock ever. I was told by the team 
management to play my natural game and 
I just went out and did that. The situation 
was such that I could just go out and play 
the big shots." 

Dimapur, Jan. 25 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Football Association (NFA) has informed 
that there will be a football trial for the 
forthcoming NEC U-21 Invitational Prize 
Money Gold Cup Football Tourney to be 

held from Feb. 22 TO 28th at Guwahati.
“All interested teams are asked to report 

at 8 am on 31st January 2018 at D Khel 
Ground for the trial,” a statement from NFA 
informed on Thu. 


