
School children seen during the public rally at Kohima on Jan. 23.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
No, No I didn't join your 

party for money... Money is 
nothing... I joined the party 
for ideology...no no...erm...

This is what I learned: 
that everybody is talented, 

original and has something 
important to say. 

~ Brenda Ueland
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 08°
Agartala 27° 12°
Gangtok 16° 02°
Guwahati 25° 13°
Imphal 24° 06°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 16° 06°
Delhi 20° 07°
Kolkata 29° 14°
Chennai 30° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 7°
DIMAPUR 24° 12°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 93%
DIMAPUR NIL 82%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

NSCN (IM) breaks silence on ‘elections’ NDPP keeps BJP alliance 
hope via Rio-Shah meeting   

NPF attempts to stitch 
alliance with BJP

CPI-M mulls impeachment 
motion against Chief Justice Misra

Near-threatened water bird spotted after 16 years in Manipur

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Singer Neil Diamond
diagnosed with 

Parkinson’s | P10

A group of 'Mayang Urok', or the black-headed ibis, was spotted during the annual water 
bird census 2018 at the Tangjeng, an associated wetland of Loktak in Manipur

Modi meets CEOs at WEF, IMF 
reaffirms India’s growth story | P8

NSF says Nagaland election is 
an attempt to ‘hijack solution’

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) on Jan. 23 decided 
to mend its alliance with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), whom the former 
had unceremoniously sev-
ered ties with in Jul. 2017.   

The NPF made this de-
cision during the emergen-
cy meeting of its Central 
Executive Council (CEC) 
Tue. at the party’s central 
office in Kohima.

 “As desired by differ-
ent section of the peo-
ple regarding review of 
NPF decision severing tie 
with BJP, the CEC deliber-
ated at length the cause 
that prompted the party 
to take such decision and 
concluded that the deci-
sion was taken to protect 
the constitutional rights 
of the citizens at a time 
when there were misun-
derstanding from within 
the party. 

“But after reconcilia-
tion has taken place in the 
party and also consider-
ing the urgency to create 
a congenial atmosphere 
for the ongoing political 
dialogue between the Gov-
ernment of India and the 
Naga National Workers 
(NSCN (IM)/NNPGS) for 
political solution, the CEC 
considered it necessary 
to review the matter and 
resolved to maintain the 
earlier status of having al-
liance with BJP,” stated the 
party in its resolution.

Claiming that the BJP 
had made a proposal to 
the NPF for seat shar-
ing for the ensuing as-
sembly election, the NPF 
CEC stated that the party 
‘agreed in principle’ to the 
proposal but details would 
be worked out ‘through 
proper exercises accord-
ing to the merit of each 
case’.

No regrets, says Liezietsu
NPF president,  Dr. 

Shürhozelie Liezietsu said 
the party’s earlier decision 
to sever ties with the BJP was 
taken with a ‘clear mind’ to 
‘protect the constitutional 
right of the people’ and it 
has no regrets over what 
happened. But he said, 
“Now that reconciliation 
has taken place among the 
contending groups, we find 
it necessary to review some 
of our past decisions”.

On ticket distribution, 
he said first preference will 
be given to sitting MLAs 
but the party would not is-
sue ticket to any legislator 
expected to not perform 
well. “If you want this party 
to come back to power, lend 
your support to your chief 
minister without reserva-
tion, cooperate with the 
party without reservation, 
and if your position is not 
very safe, be the kingmaker 
and be content with your 
contribution,” he told the 
party legislators bluntly. 

Speaking about the in-
stability of the 12th house, 
Liezietsu said the curtain 
was yet to fall on the ‘drama’ 
and more of resignations 
as well as change of loyalty 
from one party to another 
were expected. He blamed 
shifting of allegiance by 
political leaders not on the 
leaders alone but on their 
advisors. 

Civil orgs. and pol. parties 
must come together

Admitting that the crisis 
the present house had faced 
came only due to differ-
ences within the NPF, chief 
minister TR Zeliang stated 
that the many crises could 
be counted as a blessing 
in disguise as members 
learnt many things through 
them.

With the election sched-
ule being announced, Ze-

liang stressed on training 
guns at the enemy of the 
party and not towards one 
another “in our own house”, 
indicating that all is not 
right within the party de-
spite its outward claims.

On the demand of the 
Naga Civil Society for solu-
tion to the Naga political 
issue before election, the 
chief minister maintained 
that the interlocutor for 
Naga peace talks, RN Ravi 
had made it clear in his 
statement that election 
cannot be deferred in-
definitely unless the two 
Naga negotiating groups 
can specify the extent they 
were prepared to sign their 
agreement.

He maintained that civil 
societies’ ultimate deci-
sion should be intimated 
to all the political parties 
and all the parties should 
decide together, if at all the 
assembly election is to be 
deferred.  Zeliang expressed 
concern that the 1998 elec-
tion boycott should not be 
repeated. 

Meanwhile, the NPF 
CEC while endorsing the 
resolution of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on so-
lution to the Naga political 
issue before election which 
was adopted on Dec. 15, 
2017, also appealed to the 
NSCN  to listen to the voice 
of the people and resume 
ceasefire with the govern-
ment of India and join the 
political dialogue.     

CEC while uphold-
ing the leadership of Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu as 
president of NPF, also, re-
iterated the decision of the 
NPF parliamentary party to 
go to polls with TR Zeliang 
as the chief ministerial can-
didate. Further, it empow-
ered the party president 
and the chief minister to 
decide the party ticket if the 
working committee differ 

its opinion on any constitu-
encies /candidature. How-
ever, ‘winability’ and loyalty 
to the party should be the 
main criteria for awarding 
the party ticket.

Minister goes head-to-head 
with CEC member

Minister for Roads and 
Bridges and Political Affairs, 
G Kaito Aye while deliver-
ing a short speech at the 
CEC meet, almost came to 
blows with a CEC member 
after he alleged the latter of 
going against him. Aye pin-
pointed the CEC member, 
a former student leader, of 
having rallying against him 
in his constituency – Sata-
kha under Zunheboto dis-
trict – by campaigning with 
his opponents, to which 
the CEC member stood up 
and asked the minister to 
“stop talking nonsense” and 
dared Aye if he wanted him 
to reply to the allegation in 
front of the house. Some 
of the party workers dif-
fused the situation, but not 
without leaving most of the 
leaders of the party includ-
ing the president seeming 
perplexed with the sudden 
outburst. 

BJP wants 25 seats 
Meanwhile BJP MLA 

and Co-Convenor, Election 
Management Committee 
BJP Nagaland, Mmhonlu-
mo Kikon, when contacted, 
said the BJP welcomes the 
new resolution of the NPF 
to revoke the “severing of 
ties with the BJP”. However, 
he made it clear that any 
pre-poll alliance for the 
forthcoming elections will 
depend on the seat-sharing 
arrangement that any party 
will have with the BJP. Kikon 
said the BJP has already 
identified 25 constituencies 
and the party will have seat-
sharing as the major criteria 
for sealing any alliance.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) on Tue. 
informed that the party was 
engaged in pre-poll alliance talk 
with the national president of 
Bharatiya Janata  Party (BJP), 
Amit Shah. 

“The NDPP has authorised 
the party’s leader, Mr. Neiphiu 
Rio, to discuss with likeminded 
parties and work out modalities 
for a pre-poll alliance ahead 
of the general election to the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly. 
Towards this end Mr. Rio, is in 
discussion with national leaders 
having met Mr. Amit Shah, BJP 
national president in New Delhi 
today,” read a statement issued 
by the party on Tue. 

“While we desire solution 
of the Indo-Naga political im-
broglio, if conduct of election is 
imposed, the NDPP is fully pre-
pared to face the forthcoming 
election on its own, however, it is 
open to alliances in the interest 
of the people, especially in sup-
porting the peace process and 
bringing an honourable solution 
that is acceptable to the people.

“The NDPP leadership and 
all its rank and file assures the 
people that any strategic deci-
sion that is decided will be in 
the greater interest of the Naga 
people and the party assures all 
section that the NDPP will pro-
tect the interest and aspiration 
of the people as enshrined in the 
NDPP constitution,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): The NSCN 
(IM) has made it clear that the ‘im-
position’ of elections in Nagaland 
was “not acceptable to the Naga peo-
ple who are for an early negotiated 
political settlement”. The group is-
sued a statement on Tue. to the local 
newspapers. 

“The Nagas have sincerely come 
very close for political solution ap-
preciating the steps taken by the 
GoI in seeking political solution 
and leaving aside military solution. 
Subsequently, after nearly 5 years of 
political negotiation in 2002 the GoI 
officially recognized the unique his-
tory and situation of the Nagas and 
on August 3, 2015 the Framework 
Agreement was signed between the 
NSCN and the GoI in the presence of 
the PM of India.

“We, therefore, sincerely appreci-
ate the stand and wish of the Naga 
people for an early political solu-

tion and no election. However, the 
decision taken by the GoI/Election 
Commission of India to hold election 
is bound to undermine the progress 
of the ongoing talks between the 
NSCN and the GoI and become a 
serious obstacle towards finding an 
early political solution. We, therefore, 
reiterate our position for an early 
political solution that will usher in 
peace in the whole subcontinent and 
the GoI must exercise political will 
to take steps accordingly. Imposition 
of such election is not acceptable to 
the Naga people who are for an early 
negotiated political settlement,” the 
statement read. 

It stated that ‘those who advocate 
for the imposed election does not 
stand for the interest of the Naga 
people. We are seriously critical with 
such people or group as they do not 
contribute towards finding lasting 
political solution’.

ties against Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra after four 
senior-most judges com-
plained about arbitrary 
allocation of cases in the 
Supreme Court.

" In  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n , 
there is no other option 
but to correct this institu-
tion (the Supreme Court) 
in case there is anything 
wrong. This can be done 
by an impeachment mo-
tion against the Chief Jus-
tice," Communist Part 
of India-Marxist leader 
Sitaram Yechury told re-
porters.

He said the matter was 
being discussed with other 
opposition parties on the 

possibility of an impeach-
ment motion against the 
Chief Justice in the up-
coming budget session 
that begins January 29.

"We are moving ahead. 
I think by the time Parlia-
ment opens on January 
29, the matter will be very 
clear. We will be moving 
towards impeachment 
motion. It is time for the 
legislature to play its role 
along with the executive."

The four judges on 
January 12 alleged that 
the administration of the 
Supreme Court was not in 
order and accused Justice 
Misra of assigning cases in 
an arbitrary manner.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 23 (EMN): Terming the 
declaration of election in the state 
as a ‘design to hijack the solution’ 
to Indo-Naga political dialogue, the 
Naga Student Federation (NSF) has 
asserted that it would not remain a 
‘mute spectator to this sort of im-
position’. 

This statement was made by the 
president of NSF, Kesosul Christo-
pher Ltu at a public rally calling for 
“solution and not election” at Soli-
darity Park in Kohima on Jan. 23. The 
rally was an initiative of the NSF.  

“The indo-Naga peace process 
vis-a-vis the Naga political dialogue 
is an issue which is going to deter-
mine our future and if you and I do 
not have a say on this issue, who else 
will? It is our future,” he said in his 
address. 

On allegations that the NSF was 
organising the rally at ‘influence 
from elsewhere’, he maintained that 
it ‘will not function under pressure 
or duress from any organisation’. 

Stating that ‘many adversaries’ 
would attempt to ‘sabotage our pur-
pose of coming together at a crucial 
juncture like this’, Ltu asserted: “This 
is how we stand on our ground firm 
and determine for our Naga aspira-
tion and desire for solution to the 
long protracted Indo-Naga political 

issue”.
He maintained that the ‘concert-

ed efforts of all us are at the verge of 
being ruined’ by the announcement 
to conduct elections. “Today, our 
generation is being called again at 
this juncture of time which is being 
tested to see our unity and determi-
nation and it is my firm conviction 
that many of us are conveying our 
strong message of aspiration that 
Naga issue, our tomorrow, our fu-
ture is still the utmost priority as a 
Naga and as a people who will stand 
against all odds to achieve whatever 
is rightfully ours”.

Also reaffirming that Nagas want 
permanent peace, Ltu called out that 
Nagas should be prepared to face 
‘come what may’ for our aspiration 
and desire for solution to the Naga 
issue.

“Today, as we gather here to 
convey our message for solution, it 
is an opportunity in disguise to re-
strengthen the very purpose of our 
Naga unity and to reaffirm our Naga 
aspiration and desire. Yes to solution 
and no to election”.
‘Refrain from filing nominations 
and contesting’

The Naga Mothers Association 
(NMA) has appealed to all political 
parties and intending candidates to 
refrain from contesting the elections 

and not file their nominations to 
demonstrate that Nagas are serious 
and want solution and not election. 

A representative of the NMA, Lo-
chumbeni Humtsoe asserted ‘Naga 
public want solution and not elec-
tion. It is imperative for all Nagas to 
resolve the Naga issue, which is more 
important election’. 

Questioning the sincerity and 
commitment of the government 
of India and the Naga politicians, 
Humtsoe said that every Naga men 
and women want peace and solu-
tion, and that the Naga public was 
against the holding of elections in 
Nagaland.
‘No respect and regard to Naga as-
piration’

According to the general secre-
tary of Naga Hoho, Mutsikhoyo Yho-
bu, the government of India has no 
respect and regard to the aspiration 
of Nagas – referring to announce-
ment of elections in Nagaland.

He pointed out that when the 
‘NNPGs and the Naga people’ have 
come on board in response to the 
call of the government of India, the 
latter has announced elections. Re-
iterating that it won’t allow the gov-
ernment of India to treat Nagas ‘with 
this kind of attitude’, he stressed on 
the need to ‘strengthen our move-
ment for our better tomorrow’.

Injured Nadal out of Australian 
Open; Cilic into semifinals |  P12

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 22 (EMN): 
The Oriental White Ibis 
o r  B l a c k - h e a d e d  I b i s 
(Threskiornis melanoceph-
alus) – a near-threatened 
water bird species locally 
known as ‘Mayang Urok’ 
in Manipur – was sighted 
after a gap of 16 years at 
Loktak and its associated 
wetlands. 

A group of 'Mayang 
Urok’, which was listed as a 
near-threatened bird spe-
cies under the Birdlife In-
ternational and IUCN Red 
list, was spotted during the 
annual Water bird census 
2018 on January 20 at the 
Tangjeng, an associated 
wetland Loktak, according 
to the State Coordinator 
of Indian Bird Conserva-

tion Network, Manipur, 
RK Birjit. 

So now this bird will 
be listed for the first time 
in the Water bird census 
list. ‘Annual water birds 
census’ was conducted by 
representatives of various 
voluntary organisations 
around Loktak Lake under 
the aegis of state forest de-
partment across 50 spots in 
and around Loktak and its 
associated wetlands with 
the involvement of around 
250 enumerators. 

In 2017, the census 
team spotted only around 
5,000 birds of 17 species in 
the Lake against the sight-
ing of about 47,088 birds 
of 68 species in 2016. A 
total of 50,725 ‘waterbirds’ 
including migratory bird 

population belonging to 
65 species visited the lake 
in 2015 against 32,852 in 
2014.

This species of wad-
ing bird of the Ibis family 
waterbird, which breeds 
in the Indian subconti-
nent and Southeast Asia, 
was once reported from 
the western hillside paddy 
fields of Thinungei village 
in Bishnupur and Lamphel-
pat area in Imphal in 2002, 
said Birjit, who had been 
spearheading the stand-
ardised form of Waterbird 
census since 2014.

The respected ornithol-
ogist and founder of Indian 
National Congress, Allan 
Octavian Hume’s Stray 
Feathers and JC Higgins 
Game Birds of Manipur 

also recorded sighting of 
the bird in Manipur in 1888 
and 1932 respectively.

“Interestingly this time 
waterbirds of Loktak seems 
be taking shelter at Keibul 
Lamjao and at some pock-
ets of marginal habitat of 
Toubul, a village on the 
periphery of lake in view of 
the hectic human pressure, 
high water level of the lake 
due to hydroproject and 
fishing,” he added. 

“Nine different duck 
species including local-
ly known as Thoiding-
nam (Falcated duck) and 
Touthra manbi (Glossy Ibis) 
were also reported from 
Ningthoukhong, Toubul 
and Keibul areas where 
there is less human pres-
sure.”

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
The CPI-M on Tuesday 
said it was contemplating 
an impeachment motion 
with other opposition par-
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Youths in Ahthibung of Peren district take out a public procession during an outreach programme, which highlighted flagship government schemes, on Dec. 12. The event was 
organised by the directorate of Field Publicity Nagaland & Manipur regions at Ahthibung, updates on Wednesday informed. The ‘special’ outreach programme emphasised 
on details about the schemes Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and the concept of Soil Health cards, it was informed. 

?????????????

Jalaj Shrivastava speaking at the Northeast kisan mela and horticulture stakeholders meet at CIH in Medziphema.

Party workers pose for photograph after the consultative meeting In Longleng.

DC Kohima, member secretary, KDLSA members and Jail officials.

Rokholou Khopu

Stakeholders urged to work 
towards progressive horticulture 

HoDs, awardees informed  
to collect passes
Deputy Commissioner, Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan 
has informed all HoDs and awardees to collect their 
invitation cards and car passes from the Establishment 
branch, DC’s office, Kohima on 24th- 25th January, 2018 
from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm. All AHoDs officers posted at 
the Secretariat may collect their cards and passes from 
under secretary, GAB-II Home department, T Khonsungo 
Ngullie.

Edu. establishments asked  
to furnish information 
Director of School Education, Wonthungo Tsopoe has 
informed all DEOs, Sr. SDEOs, SDEOs, principals and 
headmasters to submit official email ID; mobile and 
contact numbers; name of head of office; and personal 
mobile number of their respective establishments to 
DSE office before Feb.9. Those establishments which do 
not posses official email ID have been asked to create 
the same and submit the information within the due 
date. The information may be submitted through email 
at director.se.nagaland@gmail.com

Industrial village calls  
general meeting 
The village council of Industrial village Razhüphe, 
Dimapur has informed that there will be a general 
meeting on Jan. 27 at 12 noon at the council chairman’ 
residence. The meeting has been convened for the 
election of new council chairman and for the upcoming 
village council golden jubilee celebration. All VCMs, 
VDB members, mother unit, advisors and vigilance 
committee are requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

DDVFAA convenes emergency meeting 
The Dimapur District Veterinary Field Assistant 
Association (DDVFAA) has convened an emergency 
general meeting on Jan. 27 at 11 a.m. at association 
treasurer’s residence, Burma Camp, Dimapur. the 
meeting has been called to discuss matters relating to 
Para Veterinarian Service Rule 2017. All the members 
have been requested to attend the meeting positively 

DDPODU to conduct council meeting 
The Dimapur District Pick Up Van Owners & Drivers 
Union (DDPODU) has convened an executive council 
meeting on Jan. 26 at 12 noon at its head office, 
Zeliangrong village, Dhobinala in Dimapur. All executive 
council members have been requested to attend the 
meeting positively. 

 NWA raffle draw on Jan. 27 
The Nagaland Wrestling Association (NWA) has 
informed that the association raffle draw will be held on 
Jan. 27 at 11 a.m. at Hotel Japfü in Kohima. Informing 
this, NWA general secretary has requested all the three 
wrestling units to submit the counterfoils and clear 
account on Jan. 25 to NWA office between 12 noon to 2 
p.m. Invitation has been extended to all three wrestling 
units’ office bearers and well wishers.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ADC Pughoboto appoints 
presiding and polling officials

CEO apprises ECI’s norms to political parties

Laza Iyinu youth 
reaffirms ban of liquor

Two boys missing District control centre set up in Mon

Kohima legal authority visit district jail

District magistrates issue prohibitive order

BJP Longleng unit adopts three-point resolution WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 16.2 8.6 10.6 77 NIL

ZBT 12.3 6.7 9.9 91 NIL

MON 22.2 12 10.5 91 NIL

TUENSANG 16.4 12 6.1 57 NIL

MKG 14 8 9.1 76 NIL

PHEK 18 7.4 7.8 77 NIL

KIPHIRE 22 8 10.2 84 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 19 10 10.1 73 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26 12.8 15.9 70 NIL

JALUKIE 21 13 12.3 98 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.4 17 16.5 89 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
The Central Institute of  
Horticulture (CIH) organ-
ised a two-day Northeast 
kisan mela and horticul-
ture stakeholders meet at 
its campus at Medziphe-
ma. A press rerelease from 
organisers informed about 
the programme.

The chief  guest of  the 
inaugural programme, 
Jalaj Shrivastava, addition-
al secretary (Hort.), DAC 
& FW, Govt. of  India, said 
Northeast is blessed with 
vivid climatic condition 
suitable for cultivation of  
various types of  horticul-
tural crops. Therefore, he 

said ‘we must capitalize 
the blessings aggressively 
for progressive horticul-
ture. 

Shrivastava said bam-
boo processing in the form 
of  compressed bamboo 
bricks, beekeeping, and GI 
tags for crops has unique 
traits, organic cultivation 

and processing and value 
addition.  

Horticulture sector 
has eminence scope for 
farmers, entrepreneurs to 
landless labourer such as 
mushroom cultivation, 
bee-keeping, vermi-com-
posting, multilayered nurs-
ery, slanting cultivation, 

agribusiness clinic, logistic, process-
ing and value addition, he said.

Brief  remarks of  the programme 
were delivered by Dr. Anamika 
Sharma, head KVK, Dimapur; Dr. 
RE lotha, director, dept. of  Horticul-
ture; and Dr. Naveen Kumar Patle, 
deputy commissioner (Hort.), DAC 
& FW, New Delhi. 

Also during the programme, the 
chief  guest and dignitaries released 
the publication of  the institute and 
distributed certificates of  skill devel-
opment (ASCI) to the trainees and 
accredited nurseries.

Prior to the commencement of  
the programme, the chief  guest in-
augurated the soil sterilization unit 
and foundation stone of  culvert at 
the Institute. 

Dr. V A Parthasarathy; Dr. NK 
Mohan; Prof. S Alam, AAU, Jorhat; 
and Dr. S.C. Panwar, joint director 
NHB (NER), Guwahati gave power-
point  presentation at the stakehold-
ers meet on the first day.

On the second day, an exposure 
visit was organised for the exhibitors 
and participants. The event conclud-
ed with plenary session and presenta-
tion of  report and recommendations 
by Dr. Lallan Ram, director CIH.

The event had participation from 
exhibitors and farmers from all the 
states of  Northeast. 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): Under 
Section 159 of  the Representation 
of  the people Act 1959, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner and district 
education officer, Pughoboto Avelu 
Ruho has appointed presiding offic-
ers and polling officials for polling 
duty to the 13th Legislative Assembly 
Election.

All officials in concern are directed 
to attend the trainings without fail. 

ADC also informed that no ap-
plications for exemptions will be en-

tertained unless cases are cleared by 
the medical board constituted by the 
office. Failure to attend the trainings 
will invite strict disciplinary actions 
as per appropriate sections of  law. 

Training for presiding officers and 
polling- 1 officials will held on Jan. 29 
and Feb. 6 at ADC office at 10 a.m. 
For polling 2 and 3 has been sched-
uled on Feb. 6 at 10 a.m. at Town 
hall. Polling 4 (VVPAT) and Grade-
IV are also directed to report at ADC 
office at 10 a.m. on Feb. 6.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
Two boys went missing 
from Jarnapani on Jan. 22 
at around 8 a.m. This was 
reported by the Childline 
Dimapur team member, L 

Akhale.
The missing boys are 

identified as Rokholou of  
11 years, son of  Ngaoluni 
and Khopu of  10 years, son 
of  Dahrü.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
As per resolution of  Dec. 
20 2013, the Laza Iyinu 
Youth Association Lazami 
in its general meeting held 
on Jan. 7, reaffirmed to 
ban sale of  liquor within its 
jurisdiction.

A press release from 
association’s president 
and general secretary on 

Tuesday informed that any 
vehicle (private/govern-
ment/taxis) found deliver-
ing liquor to Laza Iyinu 
Khell, Lazami village shall 
be seized and a fine of  INR 
20000 shall be imposed on 
the defaulters. 

The order comes into 
effect with publication of  
this notice.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of  
Longleng district during an emer-
gency consultative meeting resolved 
that ‘the recommendation should 
be made by concerned district and 
mandal executives as per earlier sub-
mission to Ananda Mishra, Nagaland 
in-charge as on May 6 2017.’ A press 
release from the unit’s president and 

general secretary stated.
It also resolved that the BJP rec-

ommendation for ticket should be 
given 49th Tamlu and 50th assembly 
constituencies of  Longleng mandals 
respectively.

The house further decided that 
the recommendation should be made 
as per BJP constitution. A Candidate 
should be a qualified; should be a 

winnable but not just to contest; 
should have a party concerned; and 
candidate should have compassion 
towards the BJP workers.

The meeting was held with dis-
trict executive, mahila, BJYM, MM, 
KM of  49th Tamlu and 50th as-
sembly constituencies of  Longleng 
mandals at BJP head office, Longleng 
on Feb. 22. 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
The Kohima District Le-
gal Services Authority 
(KDLSA) members vis-
ited district jail Kohima on 
Jan. 23. Updates from the 
authority informed.

The team was led by 
Nino Iralu, member sec-
retary NSLSA and spe-

cial judge TDP Vigilance 
Commission; Y Imchen, 
chairman KDLSA and 
district and session judge; 
Victo Sema, Secretary 
KDLSA and chief  judi-
cial magistrate; and panel 
lawyers. 

The members also had 
an Under Trail Prisoner’s 

(UTP) review meeting with 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kohima and SDPO South, 
Rajesh Soudararajan.

During the visit it was 
learnt that altogether there 
are 66 inmates in the dis-
trict jail of  which were 
UTPs - 47 male and UTPs 
- one female, National 

Security Act (NSA) - one 
male convict and Simple 
Imprisonment (SI) - six 
male. 

The members had an 
interaction with UTPs and 
paid a round visit at the jail 
with the jail officers and 
also visited legal service 
clinic set up in the jail.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
In view of  the election to 
the 13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly, and in pursu-
ance of  the instructions of  
the Election Commission 
of India, district magistrate 
of  Kohima, Wokha, and 
Phek have issued a prohibi-
tive order.

The Kohima magistrate 
has informed all political 
parties, candidates and party 
workers that cash exceeding 
INR 50,000 found in a ve-
hicle carrying a candidate, 
agents or party workers or 
carrying posters and elec-
tion materials or any drugs, 
liquor, arms or gift items 
which are valued at more 
than INR 10,000, likely to 
be used for inducement of  
electors will be subject to 
seizure.

Public carrying any 
amount in cash exceeding 
INR 50,000 is also asked 

to keep relevant documents 
which substantiates the 
source and purpose of  the 
money.

Al so  Wokha  mag -
istrate,  in exercise of  
power conferred under 
Section.144/144A have 
issued an order prohibiting 
carrying of  licensed arms, 
sticks, explosives, (like fire 
crackers) machetes. 

All contesting candi-
dates or their agents or 
political parties have also 
been prohibited from wall 
writing, pasting posters, 
papers or defacement in any 
form or erecting of cut-outs, 
hoardings, banners in public 
property or public premises 
without due permissions of  
district magistrate. 

Use of PA / loud speak-
ers system between 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m., carrying cash 
above Rs.50,000 only by 
any person(s) or persons, 

without valid documents, 
wearing of  mask, hood or 
any other device prohibit by 
any person over 16 years of  
age whereby, a substantial 
portion of face is hidden or 
covered so as to conceal the 
identity of  the wearer, to 
be or appear in any public 
space or upon any private 
property without consent 
of  owner/tenant thereof  
in writing have also been 
prohibited.

In case of  emergency 
and circumstances do not 
permit serving of  notice 
upon the general public 
in due time and this order 
is passed ex-parte under 
Sub Section 2 of  Sec.144 
CrPC and is directed to the 
public of Wokha district in 
general.

This Order shall come 
into force within Wokha 
District with immediate 
effect till declaration of re-

sult.
The order has also been 

issued to ensure no unto-
ward incidents occur during 
the conduct of  election, 
2018 and to ensure main-
tenance of  law and order 
and prevent any kind of riot 
or affray in the district for 
ensuing peaceful, free and 
fair elections.

Phek magistrate also 
has issued an order prohib-
iting carrying of  licensed 
arms / weapons within the 
jurisdiction of Phek district. 
However, carrying of  li-
censed arms for the purpose 
of verification at the nearest 
police station or depositing 
of the same and for upload-
ing in the NDAL database 
has been exempted from the 
purview of the order.

This order will be in 
force with immediate effect 
till the completion of  the 
election. 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): The Chief  
Election Officer, Nagaland Abhijit 
Sinha held a meeting with all the po-
litical parties on Jan. 23 at DC confer-
ence hall in Kohima. DIPR updated 
on Tue.

During the meeting CEO informed 
all the party representatives that the 
Model Code of Conduct comes into 
conduct with immediate effect after 
the declaration of the election. 

The meeting is being held in order 
to bring about the rules and direction 
of the Election Commission of India, 
he maintained. 

He apprised of  the ECI’s norm 
which restricts the total expenditure 
of  a candidate to INR 20 lac. per 
candidate. 

There will be 22 election observ-

ers including an observer along with 
video team for each assembly con-
stituency and setting of  monitoring 
CCTV cameras at various check post, 
he informed. 

Sinha further informed that there 
is no bar for a party expenditure but 
the same has to be reported to the 
Election Commission. Intending can-
didates were also impressed upon that 
nominations have to be done in their 
respective Administrative HQ from 11 
am to 3 pm. 

Representatives of  all the party 
were requested to check out the ECI’s 
website to obtain all necessary docu-
ments.

Additional CEO Moa Aier also 
informed that three flying squads for 
every constituency will be deployed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): The 
Deputy Commissioner and District 
Election Officer, Mon K Thavasee-
lan has informed general public of  
Mon district that the District Control 
Centre for the conduct of  Nagaland 

Legislative Assembly Election has 
been constituted in the district and is 
working 24x7. 

Electorates and stakeholders 
with complaints and grievances un-
der the district may contact 1950 or 

9862870166 / 9612014688.
District E manager Ngonlih and 

district evaluation officer Sepozo will 
be the officer-in-charge of  the control 
room, till the completion of  assembly 
election, it informed. 
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Thenyizumi youth organisa on compe ng in the folkdance category during the 16th cultural day programme 
of the Chokri Area Games and Sports Associa on on January 23.

Addi onal Secretary of DAC & FW, Ministry of A&FW, GOI, Jalaj Shrivastava, and other officials inaugura ng 
the Hi-tech vegetable seedlings produc on unit at State Hor culture Nursery at Dimapur on January 23.

Youth urged to revive cultural values

Kigwema youth condemns AR’s action DoH&FW informs

CAGSA observes cultural day held in Khulazu Basa

Kohima, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
Expounding that culture 
and tradition are not just 
about folksongs or dresses 
but about the lifestyle and 
character of  the forefathers, 
chairman of  Entrepreneur 
Development Agency, Ko-
hima, Keducho Khamo 
has encouraged the youth 
to preserve and promote 
the culture and traditional 
values of  the forefathers.

Khamo stated this at 
the 16th cultural day pro-
gramme of the Chokri 
Area Games and Sports 
Association (CAGSA) held 
on the motto ‘Friendship & 
Progress’ at Khulazu Basa 
village local ground under 
Phek district on January 
23.

Khamo, who was the 
chief  guest of  the pro-
gramme, while observing 
the rapidly changing life-

style of  the youth com-
mented that the society is 
at the point of  losing the 
ancestral culture and tradi-
tional values.

In this regard, he called 
upon the youth to restore 
and reform the cultural val-
ues and tradition. He also 
urged the parents to teach 
their children the good 
character and values set by 
the forefathers. 

Stating that Chakhe-
sangs were known for 
honesty, hard-working 
and who strictly follows 
the traditional taboos, he 
questioned if  that culture 
still exists in the society. 
Lamenting that honesty is 
lacking in today’s society, 
he stressed on the need to 
revive the value of  honesty 
in order to lead the society. 

He encouraged the 
youth to hone their talents 

and not let laziness hamper 
them. He also called upon 
the youth to work for trans-
formation of  and uplift of  
the society. “Let us work 
together for better tomor-
row,” Khamo said. 

With the election 
scheduled in the month of  
February, he called upon 
the youth to choose the 
right candidates who can 
bring overall development 
in the society. He also ad-
vised the youth not to be 
enticed with short term 
material benefits. 

Satahi Chuzho, CDPO 
Tobu and the guest of  
honour, has encouraged 
the gathering to promote 
traditional games. He also 
urged to prioritise local lan-
guage as many youngsters 
are unable to speak their 
own language. He further 
asked the parents to teach 

We the family members of Lt. Shri. Zakiho Sothu expresses our sincere 
gratitude to all of our friends and well wishers who shared our sorrow 
and grief. Your physical presence, �nancial and moral support means to 

us deeply.
Our special thanks to:
1. Viswema Christian Revival Church
2. Viswema Baptist Church
3. Peraciezie Baptist Church
4. Rachüma Khel Panchayat

We regret our in ability to mention and thank every individuals, words are not 
enough to repay your kind deeds. May the good Lord bless you richly.

Loving wife and family members
K-1539 

KG-2269

the children to preserve the 
identity and language.

In the competition, 
Phusachodu Village Youth 
Organisation was adjusted 
as the winner of  group folk 
dance, while North Kikru-
ma Youth Organisation 
was declared the runners-
up.

The champion team 
won cash award of  INR 
50,000 (running) donated 
by late H Pire Tunyi and 
the runners-up team re-
ceived INR 7,000.

In group folk song (in-
digenous), Thipuzu village 
was declared winner and 
received INR 25,000, while 
K Basa village in second 
place received cash award 
of  INR 7000.

In individual category 
for indigenous game for 
thügo mesü (traditional 
fire making) Punüzo 
Chuzho was the winners 
and Khupo Vero in second 
place.

In Udo küthi (showing 
bravery) Veneta Rhakho 
was adjudged as the winner 
followed by Ruda Kezo in 
second place.

For mecü keru (yo-
deling) Veneta Rhakho 
claimed the first prize and 
Puderü Medeo in second. 
They awards received INR 
3000 and INR 2000 respec-
tively.

The programme was 
chaired by Vesekho Thisa, 
vice president CAGSA, 
while the welcome ad-
dress was delivered by 
Vetazo Testseo, president, 
CAGSA.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): Kigwema 
Youth Organisation (KYO) has con-
demned the action of  9 Assam Rifles 
stationed at Tsiesema (Chieswema) for 
raiding the house of  one Vizeto Yano 
for the second on December 23 at Kig-
wema village.

While testifying Vizeto Yano as a 
bonafide law abiding citizen, KYO vice 
president Siezo Kere has accused the 
Assam Rifles personnel of  indulging in 
nefarious activity for a second time by 
planting a pistol in his house.

“The raid was nothing less than a 
fake encounter and the KYO wonders 
why the AR chose to harass innocent 
civilian at a time when Nagas are in a 
heightened spirit to forgive and forget 
in a Christmas celebrative mood,” the 
organisation questioned.

While condemning the action, 
KYO has cautioned the AR authority 
to stop operating on the tip of  such type 
of  unreliable persons who do and say 
anything for money, before the public 

completely loses faith in the country’s 
armed forces. 

“Vizeto Yano is the son of  Siesa 
Yano, a known licensed gunsmith of  
Kigwema and Kohima who has been 
repairing guns since the last more than 
50 years (from 1960s till date). The 
father along with his sons, repair our 
muzzle loading guns and shotguns used 
by our people on all festive and ceremo-
nial occasions like festivals, traditional 
gate-pulling, stone pulling, funerals etc. 
and should not be treated like common 
criminals,” the statement added.

The organisation has also termed 
as unfortunate on the part of  the state 
police personnel, who were deputed 
from Khuzama police station under the 
officer in charge as witness, for failing 
on their responsibility to ascertain the 
facts.

KYO has urged the concerned au-
thority to thoroughly investigate the 
case and bring out the facts to justify 
the action.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): In 
view of the upcoming state as-
sembly election, principal direc-
tor of health and family welfare, 
Dr. N Bendangyanger Jamir, has 
directed all staff under the depart-
ment of health and family welfare 
to remain in their respective place 
of posting. 

Any issues arising out of un-
authorised absence from duty or 
dereliction of duty would be fixed 
upon the erring staff, DIPR report 
stated.

Further, the chief medical offic-
ers and the medical superintendents 
have also been directed to ensure 
compliance of the order in letter 
and spirit in their respective juris-
dictions. The concerned authorities 
are also directed to physically verify 
the attendance of the staff.

In case of emergency ambu-
lance requirement, all concerned are 
asked to call toll free number 102.

Dimapur gets hi-tech vegetable seeds production unit

Western 
Angami AC 

Naga civil societies’ 
meet venue shifted

DC Kohima bans 
carrying of arms

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN):  
Additional Secretary of  
DAC & FW, Ministry of  
Agriculture and Farmer’s 
Welfare, Government of  
India, Jalaj Shrivastava, 
has inaugurated a Hi-Tech 
Vegetable Seedlings Pro-
duction Unit at State Horti-
culture Nursery, Dimapur, 
on January 23.

Addressing the gather-
ing after the inauguration, 
Shrivastava called on the 
gathering to be proactive 
to cope with variation of  
seasons and weather pat-
terns. While pointing out 
that products have to be 
good, he said prices of  the 
commodities should be af-
fordable at the same time. 
He also impressed upon 
the gathering on the impor-
tance of  post-harvest man-
agement and packaging.

In a keynote address, 
director of  horticulture 
Dr. R Elithung Lotha said 
the state is doing relatively 
well in horti sector adding 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 
(EMN): Responding to 
the news article over the 
resignation of  Vikehie-
lie Victor, who professed 
himself  to be the cam-
paign director and active 
member from the NPF 
party under 8 Western 
Angami assembly con-
stituency, the party has 
clarified that he was nev-
er appointed or assigned 
to such post.

Following the report, 
a meeting of  the NPF of-
fice bearers was convened 
wherein the members 
have expressed shock 
over the claim. It clari-
fied that Vikehielie Victor 
was at no point of  time 
assigned or appointed to 
such post.

Stating this in a press 
release, the AC press sec-
retary Reilie Tep clarified 
that Vikehielie Victor had 
never renewed his mem-
bership. He has termed 
the ploy just to gain the 
publicity and to please 
his pay masters.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
Co-ordination committee 
of  Naga civil societies has 
informed that the venue 
of  the proposed emergen-
cy consultative meeting to 
deliberate on the common 
slogan “Solution before 
election” scheduled on 
January 25 at 1000hrs has 
been shifted to Hotel Jap-
fu, Kohima, for the con-
venience of  participants. 

The coordination com-
mittee has requested two 
officials from all recog-
nised political parties of  
Nagaland, three officials 
from all apex Naga tribal 

organisations of  Nagaland 
and three officials from 
Naga civil societies of  Na-
galand to attend the meet-
ing positively. 

The press release su-
perseded the press com-
munication issued on 
January 22. This was stat-
ed in a joint press release 
issued by Theja Therieh 
from NTC, HK Zhimomi 
from Naga Hoho, David 
Sangtam from ENPO 
and Shikuto Zalipu 
from NGBF. It further 
informed that all other 
schedules would remain 
the same.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
In view of  the ensuing 
13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly elections 
2018 and in accordance 
with the guidelines issued 
by ECI as well as the pow-
ers conferred upon him 
under section 144(A) of  
the Criminal Procedure 
Code, 1973, deputy com-
missioner and district 
election officer, Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan has 
issued an order prohibit-
ing carrying of  licensed 
arms/ weapons within the 
jurisdiction of  Kohima 
district. 

The order has been is-
sued in order to ensure 
conduct of  peaceful, free 

and fair poll during the 
elections, and for preserva-
tion of  public peace and 
safety.

Carrying of  licensed 
arms for the purpose of  
verification at the nearest 
police station or deposit of  
the same and for uploading 
in the NDAL database has 
however been exempted 
from the purview of this 
order. 

The order would be en-
force with immediate effect 
till the completion of  the 
above said elections.

The word “arms” 
should have the meaning 
assigned to it in section 
153AA of Indian Penal 
Code, 1860.

farmers are earning well. 
He said the department 
has achieved many success 
stories through the imple-
mentation of  Technology 
Mission Programmes un-
der the Ministry of  Agri-
culture.

Stating that many buy-
ers have shown interest 
in horti products, he said 
Nagaland has the potential 
of  exporting organic pro-
duces. 

Dimapur with a popu-

lation of  over 3-4 lakhs, 
Elithung said the demand 
for vegetables and fruits 
are high. He pointed on the 
importance of  having such 
a unit to produce quality 
planting materials to meet 
the demands. He also ap-
prised of  the department’s 
plan to send officers and 
young educated youth with 
interest in horticulture sec-
tor for skill development 
training to run the unit on 
a Public-Private Partner-

ship (PPP) mode.
The Hi-Tech Vegeta-

ble Seedlings Production 
Unit at State Horticulture 
Nursery, Dimapur, was 
constructed at the cost 
of  INR 2 crore by Saveer 
Company. 

Secretary to the state 
government, Alan Gon-
mei, chaired the inaugural 
programme, while the dep-
uty director of  horticulture 
Jerry Patton pronounced 
the vote of  thanks.

UNLFW appeals to boycott R-Day celebration
Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): United 
National Liberation Front of  Western 
South-East Asian Region (UNLFW) 
has appealed to every freedom loving 
people of  the region to refrain from 
partaking in any manner during the 
celebrations of  Indian national days 
particularly the upcoming Indian Re-
public Day on January 26 within the 
ancestral homeland.

UNLFW has decided to boycott 
such Indian national days for 24 
hours throughout WeSEA region.

To substantiate its claim, UN-
LFW stated that Western South-East 
Asian region had never been a part of  

India historically, politically, racially 
and culturally, adding until the advent 
of  Indian neo-colonisation the people 
of  the region had been living peace-
fully, sovereign and independent as 
had been since time immemorial.

It alleged that since 1947, Gov-
ernment of  India had systematically 
been waging various forms of  war to 
destroy the history, culture and rights 
of  the ethnic people of  the region be-
sides un-mindful exploitations of  the 
land and resources of  the ethnic We-
SEA people. 

A press release issued by Lt. Gen. 
(rtd) Khango Konyak, UNLFW 

chairman, stated that various libera-
tion movements have been enticed 
to get assimilated to Indian constitu-
tion and corresponding accord and 
agreements on the pretext of  peace, 
progress and development which re-
main a far cry. 

Describing sovereignty and in-
dependence as inalienable right and 
only solution, UNLFW has vowed to 
continue fighting against the evil and 
anti-human form of suppression and 
oppression of  the Government of  In-
dia within its ancestral homeland on 
the motto “One people, one region, 
one vision.”
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Two Meghalaya MLAs quit house

KIIT university to honour Prof Sahoo

Noted Khasi philanthropist dies

LF candidates’ list has both old, new faces 

Miscreants decamp with sandalwood 

Meghalaya people fortunate 
to have own state — Governor

CBI sleuths reconstruct ‘fake 
encounter’ killings in Manipur

AR recovers arms in Manipur
Shillong, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) legislator Marthon 
Sangma and Independent 
legislator Brigady Marak 
on Tuesday resigned as 
members of  the Megha-
laya Assembly and joined 
the ruling Congress to 
contest the February as-
sembly polls.

On the other hand, 
four senior BJP leaders 
led by former Shillong 
City president Keith Pariat 
joined the Congress party 
alleging “mismanagement 
in the BJP state executive 
committee”.

The strength of  the 
60-member Meghalaya 
Assembly, thus, stands 
reduced to 44, since seven 

Congress legislators, two 
from NCP, one from the 
United Democratic Party 
(UDP) and six Independ-
ents have resigned.

“We have resigned as 
members of  the assembly 
and will be part of  the 
Congress party as we feel 
that the people of  the state 
have more faith and con-
fidence in the Congress,” 
Sangma told IANS.

Both legislators voiced 
confidence that the Con-
gress would retain power 
in Meghalaya and that 
there was no alternative to 
the party in the state.

“We are confident that 
voters in Garo Hills (24 
seats in the western part 
of  Meghalaya) will not 

vote for the BJP due to its 
anti-Christian activities, 
and the NPP (National 
People’s Party) too will 
suffer defeat since it is a 
part of  the BJP-led NDA 
government at the Centre 
and in Manipur,” Sangma 
told IANS.

However,  the  NPP 
has decided not to have 
a pre-poll alliance with 
the BJP in the upcoming 
assembly elections. Last 
week, five former Con-
gress legislators - Rowell 
Lyngdoh, Prestone Tyn-
song, Coming One Ym-
bon, Ngaitlang Dhar and 
Sniawbhalang Dhar - had 
joined the NPP.

Former Congress leg-
islator Alexander Hek, 

who was Health and Fam-
ily Welfare minister in the 
Mukul Sangma Cabinet be-
fore being sacked last year, 
joined the BJP. Incumbent 
Chief  Executive Member 
of  the Khasi Hills Auton-
omous District Council 
P.N. Syiem resigned from 
the assembly and joined 
the newly-floated People’s 
Democratic Front.

Moreover,  ve te ran 
Congress legislators in-
cluding four-time Chief  
Minister D.D. Lapang, 
incumbent Deputy Chief  
Minister Roytre Christo-
pher Laloo and Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Roshan Warjri, have been 
declared “retired” from 
electoral politics.

Meanwhile, State Con-
gress President Celestine 
Lyngdoh told journalists 
that as many as 90 aspir-
ants have applied for the 
Congress party ticket to 
contest the upcoming Meg-
halaya Assembly polls.

“We are not through 
yet with the meetings and 
we are still checking all 
the applicants. The final 
list will only be declared 
when the AICC gives its 
nod,” he said.

Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi on Monday 
appointed senior Congress 
leader Oscar Fernandes as 
Chairman of  the AICC’s 
screening committee to 
finalise the candidates for 
Meghalaya.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
Prof  Dinabandhu Sahoo, 
Director of  Institute of  
Bio-resources and Sustain-
able Development (IBSD), 
a national institute of  de-
partment of  biotechnology, 
Government of  India, with 
its main office in Imphal, 
would be conferred the 
Doctor of  Science (D.Sc.) 
Honoris Causa by Kalinga 
Institute of  Industrial Tech-
nology (KIIT) University, 
during the 14th annual con-
vocation of  KIIT Univer-
sity, Bhubaneshwar, for his 
scientific achievements and 
contributions in the field of  
bio-resources and sustain-
able development.

Honoris Causa is usu-
ally conferred on an indi-
vidual for their outstanding 
contribution in any field. 
The honorary DSc Honoris 
Causa degree would be 
conferred upon him in the 
presence of several eminent 
personalities including no-
bel laureates from abroad, 
IBSD sources said.

Prof Achyuta Samanta, 
who is the founder of  KIIT 
and Kalinga Institute of  

Social Sciences, and also 
the general president of  the 
Indian Science Congress, 
has congratulated Prof. 
Sahoo on his achievement.

Prof. Sahoo has the 
distinction of  being the 
first Indian student to vis-
it Antarctica in the year 
1987-88 as part of  the team 
which laid the foundation 
for India’s permanent sta-
tion, Maitri, which is still 
standing tall even after 30 
years in extreme climatic 
conditions where the tem-
perature can go down to 
-89 degrees Celsius. He 
also has the distinction of  
travelling to all the seven 
continents and five oceans 
within a record time of  18 
months way back in 1987-
88, it added.

During his long stand-
ing career spanning over 
three decades, he has trav-
elled to over 50 countries 
and also worked at the 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington DC, USA, as 
an INSA-JSPS fellow. He 
has also been instrumental 
in launching India’s first 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
for Peace, Prosperity and 

Sustainable Development. 
Besides publishing several 
high quality papers in in-
ternational journals, he 
has published 11 books and 
produced two documen-
tary films.

Three months back, he 
was also elected fellow of  
the prestigious National 
Academy of  Sciences-In-
dia (NASI) and was also 
elected honorary fellow 
of  the Biotech Research 
Society of  India (BRSI). 
He has also received the 
India Sustainability Lead-
ership Award in the field 
of  Sustainable Develop-
ment and has been fea-
tured amongst India’s 20 
social entrepreneurs in the 
bestselling book ‘I have a 
dream,’ which has been 
translated into several In-
dian languages.

It is important to men-
tion that the 105th Indian 
Science Congress would 
be held in Manipur during 
March 2018 under the pres-
identship of  Prof  Samanta. 
Prof. Sahoo has dedicated 
his award to the people of  
North East India for their 
cooperation and help.

Shillong, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Noted tribal Khasi busi-
nessman and philanthropist 
Honsen Lyngdoh, who was 
closely associated with Rich-
ard Attenborough’s Oscar-
winning film “Gandhi”, 
died at a hospital here in 
Meghalaya on Tuesday fol-
lowing a brief illness, family 
sources said. He was 81.

The Khasi businessman 
was known for construct-
ing roads in remotest of  
villages with his money to 
connect the villages with 
state public works depart-
ment roads and national 
highways. Most of  these 
roads are the lifeline of the 
villages and named by local 
people as “Honsen Roads”.

Lyngdoh came in con-
tact with Attenborough 
when the latter used his 
1904 Model-T Ford in his 
1982 movie “Gandhi” star-
ring celebrated actor Ben 
Kinsley in the lead role.

The scene for which the 
car was used was in a pro-
cession by Gandhi in front 
of a factory in South Africa.

Attenborough had paid 
Lyngdoh INR 15,000 for 
using the vehicle, which 
he purchased from the first 
British surveyor for INR 
250 in Shillong.

The film garnered eight 
Academy Awards, includ-
ing Best Picture and Best 
Director.

Lyngdoh had told IANS 
in an interview in 2014 that 
the late British director had 
plans to make a documen-
tary on Meghalaya’s matri-
lineal system.

“Attenborough wanted 
to make a documentary film 
on our rich culture. He was 
very keen to visit our hills 
to get first-hand knowledge 
about the Khasi culture,” 
he said.

“However, he (Atten-
borough) couldn’t fulfil his 

wish or ever set foot in Shil-
long. I hope his son Michael 
Attenborough would visit 
Shillong and accomplish 
the dream of  my good 
friend Richard Attenbor-
ough,” he had said.

Lyngdoh was a recipi-
ent of  the Silver Elephant 
Award from the then Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee in 
2015 in recognition of  his 
contribution to the Scouts 
and Guides movement. He 
was also conferred the Life 
Time Achievement Awards 
by 5th North-East Con-
sumer Awards for social 
entrepreneurship.

Lyngdoh was also the 
recipient of  the National 
Citizens Award 1991 for his 
contribution to the develop-
ment of northeastern states.

Born on March 16, 1936 
in Meghalaya’s East Khasi 
Hills district, he will be laid 
to rest on Thursday at Jaiaw 
Presbyterian cemetery.

Agartala, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
The ruling Left Front (LF) 
on January 23 released its 
list of  candidates for the 
60-member Tripura assem-
bly polls featuring both old 
and new faces with seven 
of  the nominees being 
women. The state election 
is slated for February 18.

According to Left lead-
ers, the Communist Party 
of  India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
prevailed over the Left 
Front allies in the selection 
of  candidates.

“Twelve new candi-
dates and seven women 
nominees  of  the  Lef t 
Front would contest the 
assembly elections on 
February 18,” Tripura 
CPI-M state secretary Bi-
jan Dhar told the media 

after releasing the list.
He said in the 2013 as-

sembly elections, the Left 
Front partners had been 
given five seats - Commu-
nist Party of  India - two, 
Forward Bloc - one and 
Revolutionary Socialist 
Party - two, but in the next 
month’s polls they 
would contest only 
one seat each.

CPI-M central 
committee member 
Dhar, who was elected 
the Left Front’s convener 
on Tuesday after Khagen 
Das died in Kolkata due 
to cardiac arrest on Sun-
day, said in the last assem-
bly elections, five women 
candidates were fielded 
by the CPI-M and all of  
them won. This time seven 

women candidates would 
be fielded by the party.

According to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)’s 
announcement, the single-
phase assembly polls will 
be held on February 18 
in Tripura, and in Naga-
land and Meghalaya on 

February 27. Counting of  
votes for all the three states, 
which have 60 assembly 
seats each, will be done on 
March 3.

Accompanied by the 
CPI-M and other Left 
Front leaders, Dhar said 
that five sitting CPI-M leg-
islators were dropped on 

health grounds and due to 
organisational reasons.

Among the 60 Left 
Front candidates, 35-year-
old Jhumu Sarkar (Barjala 
constituency) is the young-
est and 79-year-old Nirajoy 
Tripura (Chawmanu) the 
oldest.

Incumbent health 
and PWD minister 
Badal Choudhury will 
be contesting the as-
sembly elections for a 

record 10th time and has 
won seven times, while 
Education and Law Min-
ister Tapan Chakraborty 
would contest the polls 
for the ninth time, out of  
which he won six times 
s ince  1978,  when the 
first Left Front govern-
ment headed by Nripen 

Chakrabor ty  came to 
power in Tripura.

In the prestigious Ba-
namalipur seat, CPI-M’s 
youth wing DYFI (Demo-
cratic Youth Federation 
of  India) secretary Amal 
Chakraborty will be the 
new Left Front candidate, 
while the CPI-M’s Rajya 
Sabha member and the 
party’s women’s front lead-
er Jharna Das Baidya has 
been fielded from the Bad-
harghat seat.

The chief  minister 
and CPI-M’s lone polit-
buro member from Tripura 
Manik Sarkar will contest 
from his old turf  Dhanpur 
(in western Tripura), while 
all the 11 ministers have 
again been renominated for 
the upcoming polls.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 23 (EMN): Tak-
ing chances on darkness of the 
night, unidentified miscreants 
have cut down nine numbers 
of white sandalwood trees and 
decamped from a reputed bio-
diversity cum recreation park 
in Diphu during wee hour on 
January 23.

According to Jemson Kro, 
Ranger in-charge of  the rec-
reation park, informed this 
reporter, that a total of  nine 
white sandalwood trees (San-

talum Album in scientific 
name) were cut down by some 
unidentified persons from in-
side the park around 2-3 AM 
this morning. He said that out 
of  the nine trees, eight trees 
were taken away leaving one 
tree behind. 

The approximately amount 
of  the trees was estimated 
around INR 12-13 lakh, said 
Kro. He further informed that 
FIR has been lodged and inves-
tigation was on till the time this 
report was filed.

Shillong, Jan. 23 (PTI): Meg-
halaya Governor Ganga Prasad 
on January 22 said the people of  
Meghalaya are fortunate to have 
a state of their own and it is their 
responsibility to strive towards 
progress and development of the 
state.

“The statehood movement 
was a people’s movement and 
in spite of numerous challenges, 
the united efforts of  the vision-
ary leaders and the desire of the 
people for the recognition of the 
traditions and values ensured 
the people a state of their own,” 
said the 46th statehood day pro-
gramme.

The official Meghalaya Day 
celebration did not take place yes-
terday as it was a Sunday when 

most people of  the Christian 
dominated state attend church.

The governor also acknowl-
edged the sacrifice and contribu-
tions of  the leaders and fore-
fathers to protect the heritage, 
customs, traditions and practices 
of the state.

The Governor also gave away 
the Meghalaya Day Excellence 
Awards of  the year to 15 em-
ployees of  various government 
departments for their outstanding 
performance.

Yesterday Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had tweeted, 
“Greetings to my sisters and 
brothers in Meghalaya on their 
statehood day.... I pray for good 
health and well being the people 
of Meghalaya.”

Imphal, Jan. 23 (IANS): To meet 
the Supreme Court deadline the CBI 
sleuths have been reconstructing the 
alleged fake encounters between state, 
central forces and armed insurgents in 
Manipur.

Police and paramilitary personnel 
were asked to repeat the “encounters” 
which happened in secluded areas of  
the state, the agency officials said. 

On January 16 the Supreme Court 
directed the Special Investigation Team 
of the CBI to submit chargesheets in 12 
alleged fake encounter cases. The apex 
court also directed the central agency 
to do the same in 30 other cases per-
taining to “fake encounters”. 

Human rights groups had sub-
mitted a list of  1,528 persons who 
are said to have been killed in “fake 

encounters”. 
Renu Takhellambam, President of  

the Extra Judicial Execution Victim 
Families Association, urged people to 
give their statements without fear. 

“Those who had witnessed the 
fake encounters killing should come 
forward and give statements so that 
the guilty personnel are punished,” 
she said. 

Meanwhile, there is unease among 
some officials since T. Herojit, a police 
head constable and now whistle blow-
er, had approached the apex court. 
Herojit had confessed to have killed 
over 70 youths in fake encounters. 

He said that the names and details 
of the encounters had been recorded in 
his private diaries. He said that he had 
killed them on the orders of higher ups.

Guwahati, Jan. 23 (IANS): Three mis-
creants tried to torch the office of  the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in 
Dima Hasao district late on January 22, 
police said on Tuesday.

The three unidentified persons first 
damaged one of the CCTV cameras and 
then tried to torch the office at district 
headquarters Haflong by pouring petrol 
but failed, said an officer, adding they left 
soon after. The police said that they have 
recovered the footage from the CCTV 
camera installed outside the office.

Dima Hasao has been witnessing 
protests since the last few days after 

rumours spread that part of the hill dis-
trict will have a satellite council for the 
Nagas under the peace talks between the 
Central government and the NSCN-IM.

The NSCN-IM has been demand-
ing the unification of  the “land of  the 
Nagas” - by slicing off  Naga-inhabited 
areas of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Manipur to form a Greater Nagaland.

Several social organisations have in 
the recent past demonstrated, saying 
that while they were not against Greater 
Nagaland they are against inclusion of  
Dima Hasao in it and also the establish-
ment of a satellite council in the district.

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
Joint team of 6 and 29 As-
sam Rifles under IGAR 
(South) recovered huge 
cache of weapons and other 
warlike stores belonging 
to suspected underground 

group during an operation in 
Kassom area on January 23.

The recovered items in-
cluded one 7.62mm LMG 
with 40 live ammunition, 
one lathode gun with two 
lathode rounds, one country 

made rifle, four .22 pistol 
with 18 live ammunition 
and one .32 revolver. 

The recovered items 
were handed over to Lam-
lai Police Station, AR state-
ment said.

Joint team of 6 and 29 Assam Rifles pose for a photo with the recovered arms and ammuni on on January 23.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Tall palms of southeast Asia
6. Permits
10. Denomina on
14. Collision followed by rebound
15. By mouth
16. As a prefix, alongside
17. Provide some trait
18. Sexually a rac ve
19. Right away
20. Young actresses
22. A Chris an creed
24. Hints
25. Cut at an angle
26. Dwarf plant
29. Texas city El ____
30. Every single thing
31. Crucial points
37. Reserved or sober behavior
39. Previous
40. A Mayan language
41. Most a rac ve shape
44. Actress/singer ____ Singer
45. Storage containers
46. More difficult
48. Soaks up
52. Capital of Yemen
53. Irish town and county
54. Small quan es
58. US writer James ____ (1909-

1955)
59. Region
61. Compe tor
62. Not quite an adult
63. Drug enforcement officer
64. Laxa ve
65. Members of the moose family
66. Search
67. Nixon VP Spiro _____

DOWN
1. Cards with just one symbol
2. Exclaim vehemently
3. Norse goddess of the earth

4. Ma ng ritual
5. Aviatrix ______ Earhart
6. Galleries or balconies
7. Greek god of love
8. Collected by the IRS
9. Cleverness
10. “The Final Fron er”
11. Ar st’s stand
12. Large wading bird 
13. Recorded

21. Extended narra ve 
poem

23. Made from tusks
25. “Safe” places in baseball
26. Actress Armstrong or 

Myerson
27. Promise
28. Intercollegiate athle c 
organiza on

29. Minute orifices
32. Kidneys and loins 
(archaic)

33. Offending to the 
extreme

34. Corrosive
35. Ci zen of Denmark
36. Sun
38. Actress _____ Winger 
42. Ci zens of Tripoli or 
Banghazi

43. Asian language and 
people

47. “Annie” actress ______ 
McArdle

48. Chalcedony
49. Bread ring
50. Smooth and lustrous
51. 1936 Olympic star Jesse 
_____

52. Slap
54. Withered
55. Level or equal
56. Appella on
57. Shredded cabbage
60. Actress Charlo e ___
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivers his speech at the plenary 
session of the World Economic Forum, in Davos on Tuesday.

Reforms have touched all 
sectors, India to become 
$5 trillion economy: Modi

Petrol prices in Delhi at 3-year 
high; diesel at record level

One for the  wheelie

Reliance Energy 
gets 18 electric 
vehicles to 
combat pollution

Check Wi-Fi 
speeds now in 
Android 8.1 Oreo

 
San Francisco, Jan. 23 
(IANS): Google has started 
rolling out Wi-Fi speed la-
bels for open networks in 
Android 8.1 Oreo Operat-
ing System (OS) to let users 
decide whether they want 
to connect to a particular 
network.

“Public Wi-Fi can be 
spotty. For the first time, 
AndroidOreo 8.1 lets you 
take out the guesswork and 
see the speed of networks 
before you hit connect,” An-
droid official Twitter handle 
tweeted on Tuesday. 

The new speed labels 
give a more usable overview. 
However, it is not exactly 
precise, according to Slash-
Gear. 

The labels show up un-
der the network name in the 
list of available Wi-Fi con-
nections. There are four gen-
eral categories and Google 
describes them as -- “Slow” 
which means Wi-Fi calling 
can be used for phone calls 
and sending texts.

“OK” is where users can 
read webpages, use social 
media and stream music. 

“Fast” will let users 
stream most videos. “Very 
Fast” is when users can 
stream very high-quality 
videos.

Enterprises now 
deploying AI 
technologies: 
Infosys

 
Davos, Jan. 23 (IANS) : En-
terprises are moving beyond 
the experimentation phase 
with Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and are now deploying 
AI technologies more broad-
ly, said an Infosys survey on 
Tuesday.

There is a fundamen-
tal shift in how enterprises 
operate as AI takes hold, ac-
cording to the “Leadership 
in the Age of AI” survey.

“AI, as the research 
shows, is becoming core 
to business strategy, and is 
compelling business leaders 
to alter the way they hire, 
train and inspire teams, and 
the way they compete and 
foster innovation. Industry 
disruption from AI is no 
longer imminent, it is here,” 
Mohit Joshi, President, Info-
sys, said in a statement.

“The organisations that 
embrace AI with a clearly-
defined strategy and use AI 
to amplify their workforce 
rather than replace it, will 
take the lead, and those that 
don’t will fall behind or find 
themselves irrelevant,” Joshi 
added.

Seventy three per cent 
respondents strongly agreed 
that their AI deployments 
have already transformed 
the way they do business, 
and 90 per cent C-level ex-
ecutives reported measur-
able benefits from AI within 
their organisation. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

‘Xbox One X’ gaming console in India for Rs 44,990

Diego Graffi,CEO & Managing Director,Piaggio India poses with an Italian motorcycle brand Piaggio’s Aprilia 
during the launch of the fifth premium retail concept store of piaggio in Bengaluru on Tuesday.

Equity indices climb new highs; 
metals, banks stocks soar 
Mumbai, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Key Indian equity indices 
on Tuesday climbed to new 
highs as investor sentiments 
were uplifted by bullish glo-
bal cues, combined with 
fresh inflows of  foreign 
funds and buying support in 
metals, banking and oil and 
gas stocks.

Market observers said 
the sentiments were uplift-
ed on projection of India’s 
healthy economic growth 
outlook, along with opti-
mism over the Union Budget 
to be presented next week.

The barometer 30-scrip 
Sensitive Index (Sensex) of  
the BSE surged over 300 
points to scale a record in-
tra-day high of  36,147.75 
points.

At 12.45 p.m., the in-
dex traded at a new high of  
36,064.20 points -- up 266.19 
points or 0.74 per cent -- 
from its Monday’s close at 
35,798.01 points.

However, the BSE mar-
ket breadth was bearish as 
1,461 stocks declined as 
against 1,362 advances.

At the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE), the broad-
er Nifty50 traded firmly 
above the 11,000-mark -- up 
92.55 points or 0.84 per cent 
at 11,058.75 points.

The NSE Nifty50 scaled 

a new intra-day high of  
11,087.70 points.

“Investors received a 
boost from International 
Monetary Fund’s projection 
that India could emerge as 
the fastest-growing country 
in the world in 2018 at 7.4 
per cent amid optimism over 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s address to the World 

Economic Forum. Also, 
investors’ expectation from 
the Union Budget helped the 
market to reach new highs,” 
said Dhruv Desai, Director 
and Chief Operating Officer 
of Tradebulls.

On Monday, the Nifty50 
closed at 10,966.20 points, 
while the Sensex closed at 
35,798.01 points.

is using technology to trans-
form governance and deliver 
public entitlements and serv-
ices. “I have been saying that 
e-governance is easy and 
effective governance.”

“Our government agen-
cies are finding innovative 
ways to create a business 
friendly environment. We 
have now developed the di-
gestive capacity for various 
technologies. Our young 
people have already distin-
guished themselves in the 
realm of technology, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship.”

About infrastructure de-
velopment in the country, 
he said: “Our objective is 
to reduce the logistics cost 
transaction time for various 
activities. Also, improve-
ment in infrastructure have 
already enthused people as 
they are beginning to see a 
qualitative change in their 

lives.”
He said India needs to 

be fully integrated with the 
world in major policy areas. 
“May be it is the regime of  
entry and exit of businesses, 
for IPRs (intellectual prop-
erty rights), or arbitration 
and commercial adjudica-
tion, we have moved very 
decisively to brush up the 
framework to bring them in 
line with global best prac-
tices.”

Regarding inclusive 
economic development, he 
added: “As I said, the biggest 
reason for fracture within the 
countries is inequality and 
disparity leading to divide 
and distrust. Personally, I 
have always said that devel-
opment process should be 
inclusive and encompassing. 
We have tried in our own 
way to bridge the income 
and opportunity divide.”

Davos, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Hardselling the country 
to global investors, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday said India’s re-
forms have touched almost 
all sectors and the country 
is set to become a $5 trillion 
economy by 2025, riding on 
its vast market and strong 
and stable fundamentals.

“Our present develop-
ment agenda is based on five 
pillars. First and foremost, 
we do understand that our 
systems need to change. 
Hence, we are persisting 
with far reaching structural 
reforms. Thus, our first pillar 
is our mantra of reform, per-
form and transform,” Modi 
said while addressing the 
plenary session of the World 
Economic Forum.

He said: “India is an 
investment in future,” also 
adding that: “Indians accept-
ed in one voice and moved 
towards a less cash society 
and a unified tax system in 
the form of GST.”

Saying reforms have 
touched almost all sectors, 
Modi said: “This specially 
includes: formalising the 
informal economy through 
demonetisation and digital 
transactions, direct tax re-
forms and expansion of the 
tax base, banking reforms, 
DBT (direct benefit trans-
fer) through UID (Unique 
Identification) and bank 
accounts, minimising discre-
tion, combating corruption 
and controlling inflation. 
Also, we have consistently 
reduced fiscal deficit and 
current account deficit.”

He pointed out that 
over the last three years, 
the Indian government has 
resolved a number of regula-
tory and policy issues facing 
businesses, investors and 
companies.”

“In this direction, we 
have also undertaken bold 
FDI (foreign direct invest-
ment) reforms. More than 90 
per cent of the FDI approv-
als have been put on the au-
tomatic approval route. As a 
result of these changes, there 
has been a sharp rise in FDI 
in the past three years -- from 
$36 billion in 2013-14 to $60 
billion in 2016-17.”

Modi said the country 

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): A rally in 
global crude oil prices pushed petrol prices 
in the national capital to an over three-year 
high level on Tuesday.

Petrol prices rose to the over three-year 
high level of  Rs 72.23 per litre on Tuesday 
from Monday’s Rs 72.08 per litre.

According to data from IndianOil, the 
previous high for petrol prices in Delhi was 
Rs 72.51 a litre reported on July 1, 2014.

In the other key metro cities of  Mum-
bai and Kolkata and Chennai, petrol was 
priced at Rs 80.10 per litre, Rs 74.94 and 
Rs 74.91 respectively.

The previous highs in Mumbai and 
Kolkata and Chennai were Rs 80.60 (Au-
gust 2014), Rs 75.46 (October 2014) and 
Rs 74.91 (August 2014) respectively. Simi-
larly, there was an appreciation in diesel 
prices throughout metro cities. On Tues-
day, prices of  diesel in Delhi, Kolkata and 
Chennai touched record highs of  Rs 63.01 
per litre, 65.67 and Rs 66.44 respectively.

In Mumbai, diesel was sold at Rs 67.10 

per litre -- the highest level since August 
2014 when it was priced at Rs 67.26 a li-
tre. The rise in diesel prices across several 
metros assumes significance as the fuel is 
the mainstay of  the transportation sector 
and will have a consequent upward effect 
on inflation.

Several factors like production curbs by 
the Organization of  the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries and high demand have led to 
a surge in crude oil prices to a three-year 
high. As on January 23, Brent crude oil 
prices hovered around $70 a barrel.

Besides global factors, daily price revi-
sion allows for a sudden rise in domestic 
fuel prices which reflects international 
trends. The earlier system of  price deter-
mination of  petrol had a waiting period 
of  15 days.

On the other hand, imposition of  vari-
ous state taxes and levies generally hikes 
prices. Currently, the two transportation 
fuels do not come under the ambit of  the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime.

Mumbai, Jan 23 (IANS) Re-
liance Energy has acquired 
six cars and 12 two-wheelers 
for its operational activities 
as part of its commitment to 
protect the environment by 
reducing air pollution, an of-
ficial said here on Tuesday.

The fleet will replace 
18 of  its internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) vehicles 
used in its 400 sq.km area of  
Mumbai suburbs split into 
five operational zones.

The company plans to 
open three electric vehicles 
charging stations in each of  
the five zones and add more 
in the next three years to pro-
mote electric vehicles.

The Centre is targeting 
to convert all new passenger 
car sales to electric vehicles 
by 2030 under the FAME 
(Faster Adoption and Manu-
facturing of  Electric Vehi-
cles) Scheme. To achieve 
this target, an incentive in 
the form of  a subsidy of  
nearly Rs one lac per vehicle 
is provided to make these 
environment-friendly vehi-
cles more affordable.

Electric vehicles can also 
be charged from renewable 
energy sources and distrib-
uted generation like roof-top 
solars, wind generation and 
energy storage.

Experts say that interior 
city roads with high vehicu-
lar traffic coupled with stop-
and-go congestion leads to 
higher air pollution for locals 
but E-Mobility significantly 
reduces GHG emission and 
improves their life quality.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  2 3 
(IANS): Technology gi-
ant Microsoft on Tuesday 
launched “Xbox One X” 
-- the world’s most power-
ful console that brings im-
mersive 4K gaming and 4K 
entertainment to gamers 
for Rs 44,990.

“We are delighted to 
offer the world’s most 
powerful console with ac-
cess to most diverse games 
lineup in Xbox history, in-
cluding Forza Motorsport 
7, Assassin’s Creed: Ori-
gins, Cuphead and Super 
Lucky’s Tale,” Priyadarshi 
Mohapatra, Country Gen-
eral Manager, Consumer 
and Devices Sales, Micro-
soft India, told reporters 
here.

“Xbox One X” comes 
with power to drive na-
tive 4K resolutions, High 
Dynamic Range and Wide 
Color Gamut.

The console is the only 
product in the world that 
packs all of  the following 
features including 4K gam-
ing, a built-in 4K Ultra HD 
Blu-ray player, 4K stream-
ing capabilities, High Dy-
namic Range support for 
gaming and video and pre-
mium audio with Dolby 
Atmos support.

Mohapatra said what-
ever content that users 
played on previous gen-
erations of  “Xbox One” 
and “Xbox One S” can be 
played on “Xbox One X”.

With 40 per cent more 
power than any other con-
soles, “Xbox One X” is 
where console gamers can 
play the best versions of  
games, the tech giant said.

It is also the smallest 
and most feature-rich Xbox 
ever.

When asked what Mi-
crosoft is doing to bring 
more exclusive games to 
the platform, Mohapatra 
said Microsoft’s philos-
ophy of  cross-platform, 
cross-device is very differ-
ent from what others do.

“We truly believe that 
consumers have the right to 
experience a game with the 
device of  their choice, with 
people they want and the 
game that they want to play. 
Everything is made around 
this strategy and with that 
-- as far as exclusive games 
are concerned -- Microsoft 
has the biggest line-up of  
games when compared to 
other consoles. We will 
keep on building that,” he 
told IANS.

“Xbox One X” has 
6 teraflops of  graphical 
processing power, 12GB 
GDDR5 memor y and 
21GB/s of  memory band-
width that make games 
look more engaging.

With 50 per cent faster 
Hard Disk Drive, existing 
games will load faster and 
with system-level Spersam-
pling, the new 4K games 
will play smooth even on 

Lenovo 2-in-1 
glass convertible 
laptop launched 
in India

 
Bengaluru, Jan. 23 (IANS):  
Chinese multinational tech-
nology company Lenovo on 
Tuesday launched the “Yoga 
920 limited edition Vibes” 
convertible laptop in India 
for Rs 1,27,150.

“The ‘Yoga’ brand has 
been central to Lenovo’s 
leadership in the fastest 
growing PC category of con-
vertibles. ‘Yoga 920’ is an 
ultra-premium convert-
ible,” Rajesh Thadani, Ex-
ecutive Director, Consumer 
Business and E-commerce, 
Lenovo India, said in a state-
ment.

The 2-in-1 glass convert-
ible device comes with a 
digital pen.

The laptop features 
“far-field” technology that 
lets users enable voice-ac-
tivated intelligent assistant 
“Cortana” - from up to four 
metres away as well as in a 
stand-by mode. 

The device is the first in 
the company’s consumer 
portfolio to feature 2x thun-
derbolt ports that can of-
fer very fast data transfer 
capabilities and “UHD IPS” 
display with viewing angles 
of up to 178-degrees.

The device is equipped 
with 8th-Gen Intel Quad 
Core U-Series processors 
with integrated graphics 
and twin Thunderbolt USB 
Type-C ports.

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-1 OF INDIAN 

SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant 

of Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of 
Late. T. Yashila Ao has been applied by Shri Toshiliba H/o. Lt. 
T. Yashila Ao R/o. H.No.53 Diphupar Village Dimapur Nagaland 
for possession of: PPO No. NL/7054.

Who expired on 28.11.2017.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in 

the administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said 
deceased, may if she/he so desire appear in this court on or 
before the said day of 15th Feb’ 18.

Given under the hand and seal of the court this the 23rd Jan’ 18. 
Sd/-

(S.HUKATO SWU)
 Principal District & Sessions Judge

Dimapur: Nagaland.

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No.6/18NOTICE

D-4990

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER 
CLAIMANT(S) FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER 

PART-1 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Suc-

cession Certificate for the estate/ pension benefits of Late. Imlitoba 
has been applied by Shri/Smti Ayumenla H/o. Lt. Imlitoba R/o. H. 
No.439-B, United Colony Dimapur Nagaland for possession of:

PPO No.NL/S/20356.
Who expired on 12.11.2017.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in 

the administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said de-
ceased, may if she/he so desire appear in this court on or before 
the said day of 15.02.2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this the 23rd Jan 2018. 

Sd/-
(S.HUKATO SWU)

 Principal District & Sessions Judge
Dimapur: Nagaland.

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No.7/18NOTICE

D-4991

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-1 OF INDIAN 

SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/ pension benefits of Late. SAVINO has been 
applied by Shri L. IMLITEMJEN H/o. Lt. SAVINO R/o. H.No. ‘I’ KHEL DI-
PHUPAR VILL. Dimapur Nagaland for possession of:

Pension benefits - Leave Encashment, GPF, GIS, Gratuity, 1. 
Family Pension. 
SBI A/C.10810671043 (Dimapur).2. 

Who expired on 05.12.2017.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the admin-
istration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased, may if 
she/he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day of 15th 
Feb’ 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this the 23rd Jan 2018. 

Sd/-
(S.HUKATO SWU)

 Principal District & Sessions Judge
Dimapur: Nagaland.

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

S/C No.8/18NOTICE

D-4992

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. VANTHANGPUI W/O LT. THANGZUALA LUSHIA, Pensioner 
resident of Upper Chandmari, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O.No. Pen/Com-11686/
NL/S/13511 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.10277153480 SBI Lerie 
Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 06.12.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-1  Dated Kohima, the    2018

KG-2270

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. SHIKUGHA BOSE W/O LT. AJAY BOSE, Pensioner resident of 
Merhülietsa Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband- Pension P.O.No. Pen/PAO/AGN/VP/AB/2010-11 
(630941000070). Bank A/C No.10277006401 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who 
expired on 22.02.2015.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/85/2017-IV Dated Kohima, the 4th Jan 2018

KG-2271

D
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Full-HD TV.
On what percentage of  

market share that Micro-
soft aims to get with the 
launch, Mohapatra said 
the company tracks success 
on the basis of  engagement 
matrics.

“One matric is how 
your fan base is increasing 
and other is how much 
time people are spend-
ing with the modules of  
engagement that you have 

created. Both of  these are 
increasing which means 
our strategy stands vindi-
cated,” the executive said.

The console will be 
available online on the Mi-
crosoft India store, Ama-
zon India and Flipkart.

Buyers can also pur-
chase the device from 
Landmark and Croma re-
tail stores and from over 
100 gaming specialty stores 
across the country.
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The Long Wait
As the state prepares for yet another assembly 

elections and with less than 35 days for the polls 
and barely two weeks left for the last date nomi-
nations, the uncertainty over the elections still 

persists as the parties still cannot decide on the pre-poll 
alliances. Except for the ruling national party announcing 
the names of  those who joined their party in a big way 
the rest have chosen to still keep mum. Nagaland, being a 
state with special privileges for a long time always needed 
the support and assistance of  the ruling national parties 
but this time it has beaten all the previous elections. The 
issue started with the NPF’s haphazard severing of  ties 
with long time ally the BJP in July 2017. The outcome of  
the very crucial meeting of  the Central Executive Coun-
cil of  the NPF party is awaited for a review of  its earlier 
decision. It is expected that the decision will go towards 
the NPF continuing the alliance with the BJP. Although 
the BJP is found to be quite comfortable with the present 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang from the NPF party, with Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu running the affairs of  the party 
there are two perceived powers centres that would not be 
favourable for any alliance partner . The constant assist-
ance that TR Zeliang receives  from the BJP is no longer 
a secret. It was alleged by the party president earlier that 
his ministry was unconstitutionally toppled by TR Ze-
liang in July 2017 with the help of  the BJP, the one major 
reason NPF severed ties with BJP. Therefore going to the 
polls without ties with the BJP or the support of  any other 
prominent national party is a risky for the regional par-
ties especially NPF. Such plays with numbers and equa-
tions are no doubt part of  the politics especially in India at 
present. This time, with the BJP wanting to show its suc-
cessful entry in to every state in the whole of  the country 
the prominence of  the ruling party has increased. The big 
win in Assam and the installation of  BJP led governments 
in Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh might just have em-
boldened the BJP. The NPF led DAN is known to have 
boldly gone to the polls in 2008 when the ruling party at 
the Centre was the UPA and its opponent. President’s 
Rule was also imposed just one month before the elections 
due to defections and resignations by the legislators. How-
ever the DAN was able to beat all odds and also proved 
many analysts wrong. The NPF party alone secured 26 
seats along with two each from the BJP and NCP and 
with the support of  some independent candidates it 
formed the government. It did not need the support of  
the National parties like it needed now. However, the days 
when the NPF and its DAN partnership were strong are 
long gone. The infighting within the NPF party leading to 
the opening of  doors for new entrants from other parties 
has proved costly. On the other hand the recent loses in 
other states by the other once prominent national party, 
the Indian National Congress, has made it the second or 
third choice only, by intending  candidates. Else, at one 
point of  time, during  the heydays of  the Congress party in 
Nagaland, a party ticket during elections was almost syn-
onymous to a Congress party ticket. It had made inroads 
into the state although with much opposition from the 
Naga conservatives during the seventies and even ruled 
the state for more than three full terms. The coming back 
of  the regional parties into power was equated by many as 
the bringing back of  Naga pride. Nevertheless, along with 
the pride that the Nagas have on its home-grown regional 
parties the political dynamics at present forces all to have 
some kind of  alliance with the national parties. Moreover, 
for a state like Nagaland that does not generate enough 
revenue, a friendly government at the Centre is always an 
advantage.  It just  became more pronounced this time be-
cause at the Centre the BJP was never as powerful as now 
and in the state the regional parties were never so weak 
with the tussle among the leaderships. Nevertheless, the 
BJP or any other national party need to be cautious that 
any move that is perceived  as a threat to the Naga iden-
tity- customs and beliefs, the electorates tends to suddenly 
become restive and unpredictable. Nagaland also has its 
own share of  the Naga right-wing as evident from the pro-
tests against the urban local body elections in 2017.

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. Colossians 1:17

A few winters ago, my hometown experienced an unusu-

gave way to the warmer weather of spring. For two 
weeks straight, the outside thermometer dipped well below 
the sub-zero degree mark (-20 C; -5 F).

On one particularly bitter cold morning, the sound of 
chirping birds broke the silence of night. Dozens, if not hun-
dreds, sang their hearts out. If I didn’t know any better, I 
could have sworn the little creatures were crying out to their 
Creator to please warm things up!

Bird experts tell us that the multitude of birdsongs we 
hear during late winter mornings are mostly male birds, at-
tempting to attract mates and claim their territories. Their 

author begins, “Let all that I am praise the Lord” (Psalm 

the waters; they sing among the branches” (v. 12).
From singing and nesting birds to a vast ocean “teeming 

with creatures beyond number” (v. 25), we see reasons to 

all of life thrives.
Thank God for the world He has made. List the parts of 
His creation that you especially enjoy. Thank Him for 

them one by one.

DAILYPATH
God of Life

Dinesh C Sharma | India Science Wire

Over the years, India has earned the sobriquet of  
the ‘pharmacy of  the world’ for being a leading 
supplier of  affordable drugs to many countries. 
But the country could soon lose this tag as the 

Indian drug industry is increasingly becoming dependent 
on China for supply of  bulk drugs and intermediaries, a 
new study has warned.

In the past decade, India’s import of  Active Pharma-
ceuticals Ingredients (APIs) and advanced intermediates 
– which are used for manufacturing formulations - has 
grown rapidly. India now depends on China fully for 
these ingredients to make not only advanced drugs but 
also essential medicines like paracetamol, metformin, as-
pirin and a range of  antibiotics such as ciprofloxacin and 
amoxicillin. 

In 2016, India imported about 272 million kilograms 
of  APIs and intermediates valued at 2.8 billion USD with 
70 percent coming from China. For several categories of  
drugs, almost all raw materials are coming from China. 
For instance, the entire requirement of  6000 tonnes of  
Pen G – an essential chemical used for manufacturing 
several antibiotics – is imported from China. 

“While India today is preferred low-cost producer and 
exporter of  simpler off-patent formulations, but the road 
taken is ‘hollowing out’ manufacturing and hampering 

the productive and competitive thrust of  domestic firms,” 
points out the study conducted by the Institute for Studies 
in Industrial Development (ISID), New Delhi. 

‘Hollowing out’ refers to deterioration of  a country’s 
manufacturing sector when producers move important 
activities of  manufacturing to low-cost facilities overseas 
or reconfigure facilities for foreign markets. 

“With growing reliance of  domestic firms on imports 
of  APIs from China and rapidly evolving new patterns 
of  outsourcing and contracting for local manufacture of  
formulations, we need to explore new processes of  up-
grading of  pharmaceutical manufacturing with all rel-
evant stakeholders - government, industry, regulators and 
civil society,” pointed out Dr Dinesh Abrol, who led the 
study, while presenting main findings at a workshop on 
Tuesday.

The study has identified key reasons for India increas-
ingly losing out in the drug market, and the reasons why 
China is succeeding. “We focused too much on cost ad-
vantage while neglecting other aspects of  competitive-
ness. While China’s growth is led by state-owned enter-
prises and very strong R&D-industry interaction, India 
has neglected its public sector drug manufacturers which 
have all closed down. If  we want to ensure health security 
of  Indian people, revival of  R&D and public sector API 
manufacturers is necessary,” Dr Abrol explained while 
speaking to India Science Wire. 

Industry experts and civil society representatives who 

spoke at the workshop, echoed similar sentiments. “Pub-
lic sector R&D bodies like the Council of  Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), Department of  Biotechnol-
ogy (DBT) contributed to the development of  API capa-
bility in India, like a hub-and-spoke. Now the hub has 
moved to China,” said Srinivas Lanka, an industry ex-
pert.

“The fall of  the hub and spoke model with neither 
large pharma nor CSIR labs or universities focused to de-
velop technologies for small and medium scale enterpris-
es, leading manufacturers have moved into formulation 
manufacturing, patent litigation etc. The focus on core 
complex chemistry has weakened due to long gestation 
period and high capital costs,” he added. 

Being a science-based industry, the drug sector needed 
help from the R&D sector, said Dilip G Shah, secretary 
general of  Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance. For instance, 
he said, the government should facilitate industry to work 
with CSIR labs for process and yield improvement. “As a 
country, we have become very vulnerable. You don’t need 
missiles and tanks to cripple us. Stopping supplies of  bulk 
drugs will do,” warned V V Krishna Reddy, president of  
the Bulk Drug Manufacturers Association.

The research team included Dinesh Abrol and Rol-
lins John (ISID); Amitava Ghosh (Jan Swasthya Ab-
hiyan), T Kameshwar Rao and Sumanta Choudhury. 
The study was funded by the Indian Council of  Social 
Science Research. 

“There were laws created for busi-
nesses and there were laws created 

for people. What the sharing economy 
did was create a third category: people 
as businesses.” This quote by Airbnb 
co-founder Brian Chesky lucidly ex-
plains the “gig economy”, a trend that 
is gathering momentum as big software 
companies hire gig workers on a project-
to-project basis.. The trend toward a 
gig economy has begun. The ‘gig’ or 
‘shared’ or “on-demand” economy has 
become a trend globally and this is char-
acterised by temporary positions and 
on-demand contracts with independent 
workers.

The gig economy has so far proved 
hard to define, hard to measure and hard 
to interpret. Some see it as part of  a gen-
eral shift of  work towards less secure 
and more exploitative employment; oth-
ers see it as creating a new form of  flex-
ible working that gives individuals new 
choices about how, when and where 
they work.

Indian labour market is seeing a shift 
towards gig economy, with an increasing 
number of  workers seeking contractual 
or freelancing opportunities, and serv-
ices sector is embracing it at the fastest 

pace, says a report.  As ‘freelancing’ takes 
wings in India, a significant 41 per cent 
of  Indian freelancers witnessed growth in 
last 12 months, a new PayPal study has 
revealed. Free agents or freelancers who 
would like to work part-time around oth-
er responsibilities, or as a supplement to 
their regular full-time job, are powering 
this on-demand economy.

An increasing number of  workers 
in India are seeking contractual or free-
lancing opportunities with the Service 
sector embracing the gig economy at 
the fastest rate according to data from 
Indeed India.

The data, which was collected by 
Indeed from January 2013 onwards un-
til October 2017, showed that 7.7% of  
all companies posting on the Indeed 
platform in India offer flexible work op-
portunities. In addition, 2.8% of  all job 
postings on the site from India are for 
part-time or contractual roles. Further-
more, the leading sector in terms of  job 
flexibility is the Service sector, with the 
role of  Examiner offering flexible work 
arrangements in 75.2% of  all job post-
ings on Indeed.

“The data seems to indicate a sea-
sonal trend in contractual hiring in the 
Service sector, where jobs of  this na-
ture increase towards the close of  the 
year and remain relatively low at other 

times,” Indeed stated. Indeed also re-
ported that the percentage of  part-time 
job opportunities rises from an average 
5% to 10% to a yearly high of  20% to 
25% between the months of  November 
to February.
Advantages
For workers, the flexibility offered by gig 
work seems to be the biggest attraction. 
Many workers want to work on projects 
that interest them, at a time that fits their 
schedule and now, with the availability 
of  the Internet, from their own homes 
Since work can be done remotely, there 
are really no boundaries or limitations to 
the places one can work, or the number 
of  potential customers to whom one can 
sell one’s services.  Additionally, there 
is not much investment required in IT-
related gig work — just a good internet 
connection, a phone and a workstation. 
Since workers can choose their own 
projects, they also have the ability to 
keep their IT skills current. There is no 
more asking the boss for permission to 
take a certification course. For success-
ful gig workers there is also a sense of  
accomplishment in selecting, soliciting 
and successfully completing work of  
one’s choosing. Many high-energy per-
sonalities enjoy the challenge and thrill 
of  hunting down jobs and setting one’s 

own compensation levels. Greater flex-
ibility and work-life balance, work that 
can be done from anywhere at any time, 
and high profit margins make gig work 
attractive.
Disadvantages
Unfortunately, every coin has two sides 
and gig work is no different. Some of  the 
challenges are so daunting that they al-
together keep many from even looking 
into the gig route. In India, the majority 
of  the gig work force operates without 
legitimate stamped contracts, relying 
instead on a pure mutual understanding 
of  the work and compensation. This of-
ten leads to payment conflicts, as well as 
charges of  fraud. Unless you are work-
ing with a tried and trusted customer, 
you assume a lot of  risk.You will have 
to find your own gigs, and that is not al-
ways easy to do. Until you get a name 
for yourself, your income can be incon-
sistent. Even an established relationship 
with a customer isn’t a guarantee.  

Gig economy is cutting across gen-
erations, is no longer restricted to the 
services sector and raking in high value 
gigs. It has arrived and is here to stay.

Employee policy assessments and 
evaluations need to be revamped. Gov-
ernment should also bring effective re-
forms in their labour laws.

In 2008 the Ministry of  Women 
and Child Development, Govern-
ment of  India declared January 24 
of  every year to be celebrated as the 

‘’National Girl Child Day’’ with the ob-
jective of  raising the consciousness of  the 
society towards the cause of  the girl child 
so that she can be valued and respected. 
Through this campaign, the Indian Gov-
ernment has highlighted the inequalities 
towards the girl in the Indian society. 

The mission of  the Nagaland State 
Social Welfare Board (NSSWB) since 
its inception in 1958 has been to imple-
ment the various programs of  the Cen-
tral Social Welfare Board, the Ministry 
of  Women & Child Development, Gov-
ernment of  India (GoI), and to assist the 
State Government Plan programs. Its 
goal is to sustain the growth and develop-
ment of  Voluntary Organizations work-
ing for Women, Children and the weaker 
sections of  the society, as well as provid-
ing financial assistance for taking up vari-
ous welfare programs in the State. 

The State Resource for Women 
(SRCW) works towards implementing gen-

der sensitive programs, laws and schemes 
through effective coordination at the State 
level under the aegis of  the Nagaland State 
Social Welfare Board (NSSWB). In the 
State, the SRCW is the implementing agen-
cy of  the National Mission for Empower-
ment of  Women anchored to the Ministry 
of  Women & Child Development, GoI. It 
is the implementing agency for women em-
powerment schemes such as - the Women 
Helpline-181, Sakhi- One Stop Centre, and 
the Project Management Unit for the Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao scheme.

BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO 
(BBBP): The Ministry of  Women and 
Child Development, Government of  
India has been taking a multi-pronged 
approach to address and reverse the 
trend of  declining child sex ratio in the 
country. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
was launched by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 22nd January 2015 
at Panipat Haryana to address significant 
declining trend in the Child Sex Ratio 
(CSR). CSR is calculated as number of  
girls for every 1000 boys between the age 
group of  0-6 years. The overall goal of  

the BBBP Scheme is to celebrate the Girl 
Child and enable her education.

The objectives of  the Scheme are:
1. To prevent gender biased sex se-

lective elimination
2. To ensure survival and protec-

tion of  the girl child
3. To ensure her education and 

participation of  the girl child
The BBBP- Nagaland Chapter was 

launched on the 13th October 2015 by 
the then Chief  Minister, Shri T.R. Ze-
liang. Education of  the girl child, her 
protection and safety has been the main 
focus of  the BBBP- Nagaland. With mass 
awareness drives being carried out across 
the State at various platforms, the impact 
on the girl child education has become 
more visible.

In Nagaland, Longleng district has 
been identified as the gender critical dis-
trict, having recorded a CSR of  885 from 
964 as per 2001 and 2011 census. There-
fore the BBBP Scheme is being imple-
mented in the district. 

SAKHI- ONE STOP CENTRE 
(OSC): The Sakhi- One Stop Centre pro-

vides support to women and children af-
fected by violence through medical, legal 
and psychological counseling. The centre 
is open 24/7, and provides temporary 
shelter facilities to the aggrieved women 
for a maximum of  5 days. Sakhi-One 
Stop Centre is integrated with the 181 
Women Helpline.

181-WOMEN HELPLINE (WHL): 
The 181-Women Helpline is a 24 hour 
toll-free telecom service, exclusively de-
signed to support women and children af-
fected by violence. It provides immediate 
and emergency response to any woman 
or girl facing violence within public or 
private space through referral services, 
as well as providing information about 
women related schemes and programs 
across the country. The Women Helpline 
is currently established in Kohima.

The objective of  all these initiatives 
is to work towards ensuring that the girl 
child is born, loved and nurtured and that 
she grows up to become an empowered 
citizen of  this country with equal rights 
and opportunities.

SRCW (Nagaland Chapter)

State government earmark 
Rs. 60 crore for Local 
Area Development Pro-
gram popularly known 

as LADP. Under this program 
Rs. 1 crore is given to each and 
every MLA. This peoples’ based 
scheme is meant exclusively to 
develop and uplift the status of  
the people. 

But in Nagaland, this fund is 
largely used by the MLAs as their 
own private property and money 
under this program were distrib-
uted like sweets. These funds 
mostly goes into the pockets of  
the political party leaders and 
workers. Funds were drawn with-
out actually executing the works. 

Deputy Commissioners 
records from 2013-2017 revealed 
that there are lots of  work du-
plications. Without doing works 
existing VDB,PWD, Rural Devel-
opment, Agriculture, Forest, Irri-
gation etc programs were clandes-
tinely shown as LADP works and 
money drawn. Program of these 
natures were again and again 
shown. For instance, in 2013, 
again in 2014 and again in 2015. 
These records obviously signifies 
that a particular village would be 
filed with full of  footsteps and 
fishery ponds (whether State Au-
dit Department and A.G office 
are aware of  these flagrant flaws). 
LADP records from 2013-2017 

carries all the detailed informa-
tion about beneficiaries, father’s 
names, amount allotted, locations 
etc. All programs of  the MLAs 
are minutely maintained by the 
respective Deputy Commission-
ers. So interested person can get 
all requisite information    or ob-
tain the documents by filing R.T.I 
to the Deputy Commissioners. 

This irregular system is only 
serving as a device to the pub-
lic exchequers through dubious 
means. Hence, it is counter- pro-
ductive. 

Few months ago Nagaland 
Governor Shri. P.B Acharya had 
expressed his anguish over imple-
mentation and utilisation of  funds 
under this program. Now, if  he is 
really serious about the welfare 
and interest of  the Naga people, it 
is a fit case for him to immediately 
order for setting up strong inde-
pendent body and conduct proper 
physical verification and bring the 
guilty to task including the MLAs 
involved in the scandal. 

Further, the State govern-
ment must streamline its imple-
mentation with complete trans-
parency and accountability or 
else disband the program forth-
with as it is swallowing public 
funds without any meaningful 
result. 

Zhalekho 
Kohima    

One day a certain king is said to have 
slapped his Minister in the palace for 
no obvious reason. Shocked by the un-

expected behaviour of  the king, the Minister 
dared not utter a word back to the emperor. So 
he transferred his pain and anger on to another 
Minister seated next to him and gave him a big 
slap. In the same way the next Minister also 
slapped another Minister and the chain reac-
tion went on and on. At the close of  the day, as 
the king prepared to retire for the night, a pain-
ful slap landed on his face from his wife.  In 
his fit of  fury, as he turned around to lash out 
his anger, the queen smiled back and explained 
that she was just concluding the game the king 
himself  had started in the palace with his Min-
ister.  She told the king that unless he wanted 
to restart the game, the first round was over. 
To be fair, the king had to go by the rule of  
the game. Lesson learnt:  “What goes around 
comes around.”

If  the recent poll figure of  NBC/Wall 
Street Journal for the US President Donald 
Trump means anything, he will go down in his-
tory as the most unpopular President in mod-
ern American history. The maverick American 
President has just completed his first year in 
office, and yet one year is long enough to prove 
what a person can deliver. Donald Trump is an 
individual but as the CEO of  his country, he 
represents the expectation and aspiration of  
the American society.  So it only goes to ex-
plain that the present American society is the 
most unpopular electorate in modern history. 
After all who made Donald Trump the Presi-
dent?  His own countrymen!

What about Nagaland? How popular are 
our elected representatives? If  they are popu-

lar, they are popular for all the wrong reasons. 
History will remember the present Nagaland 
State Legislative Assembly as the most divided 
house. It is a mockery to claim that Nagaland is 
run by an opposition less government when in 
reality the makeshift house under whose roof  
they claim oneness is nothing but a contingent 
arrangement purely for personal and political 
expediency.  Come the general state election 
and they will be shown the mirror.  

In democracy power is in the hands of  the 
people. If  people don’t vote, there will be no 
government. If  they vote, the kind of  govern-
ment that will run the affair of  the people will 
be the reflection of  the wish and wisdom of  the 
people. That is why, on the judgement day, we 
who exercise our franchise to elect our lead-
ers will be accountable for our own action. 
Barely a couple of  months left in our hands 
before we go to the poll, if  election takes place 
as announced, one should know that the kind 
of  government that we wish to see is all in our 
hands. To return to our own vomit like a dog 
or to start on a clean slate, the choice is ours. 

Before we try to point out the dirt in some-
one else’s eyes like the previous years, this time 
we should make a point to first remove the log 
in our own eyes. Whether one is willing to ad-
mit or not we only get what we give. Put to 
an end the old blame game of  yesteryears and 
turn a new leaf  as we stand at the threshold 
of  new opportunity. May we be remembered 
by history as a generation that understood the 
true meaning of  democracy and exercised our 
birthright for the welfare and common good of  
the Naga society. God bless Nagaland.

Rümatho Nyusou,
 Meluri

‘Pharmacy of the World’ is in Peril

Indian Labour Market: A Shift Towards Gig Economy

LADP- A White Elephant What Goes Around Comes Around
BIBLE READ:   PSALM 
104:1–12, 24–30
THOUGHT FOR  
TODAY:
Lord my God, you are very 
great; you are clothed with 

splendor and majesty. 
~  Psalm 104:1



EASTERN MIRROR | Dimapur, Wednesday, January 24, 2018

7 

The Wire Staff

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Don’t fritter 
away your time with a person who isn’t going 
to change his or her mind about something, 
Aries. This is one of  those days in which you 

may end up wasting your time and everyone else’s by con-
tinuing to insist that things be done a certain way. If  you 
want to do something your way, then do it. If  someone 
else wants to do something his or her way, then let that 
person do it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): More than 
likely there is a person in your world who des-
perately wants to get closer to you, Taurus. 
Conflict is apt to arise tonight if  you don’t 

open up and let this person in a bit closer. It could be that 
you’re quick to snap back with a forceful opinion, but be 
careful that you don’t scare them away entirely. This per-
son wants to share more of  an intimate space with you, 
but perhaps they just don’t know how.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It may be 
easy for you to show up at a party or answer 
the phone when you know that it’s your best 
friend calling with good news, but where are 

you when the going gets rough, Gemini? Make sure 
you show your support to people in all situations. 
Don’t be just a fair-weather friend. Your loyalty to 
others may be tested today when conflict arises and 
tempers get high.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Realize that 
your inner state of  mind is quite apparent to 
people just by the look on your face, Cancer. 
Don’t think you can hide things from others, 

especially today. You’re better off  just saying how you 
feel even if  you think someone may be put off  by it. Your 
emotional state should be strong, so use this to your ad-
vantage.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your opinions are 
apt to be strong today and you may feel on top 
of  the world, Leo. Remember, however, that 
there are other people who share the world 

with you, so don’t disregard them as you plow though 
the day. Expressing your thoughts should be no problem, 
but expressing your emotions could be a whole different 
matter. Don’t push it if  it doesn’t feel right to share them 
with others at this time.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Realize that 
you may be controlling other people’s ac-
tions without even consciously knowing it, 
Virgo. This is one of  those days in which 

emotional outbursts could explode in your face as a 
result of  other people’s reactions to your pressure. 
Don’t feel like you need to take on the responsibil-
ity of  everyone else’s actions. You may be having a 
hard enough time dealing with your own personal 
issues.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Beware of  unex-
pected circumstances today, Libra. The good 
news is that your flexible attitude is perfectly 
suited to deal with the twists and turns that this 

day is likely to offer. While other people may get upset 
when their plans go awry, you’ll find that you can surf  the 
waves easily and turn any situation into a positive one, re-
gardless of  the way in which you planned things to work 
out originally.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Come out 
of  your shell today and try not to be so aloof, 
Scorpio. You will never find the exact path 
you want to be on until you explore the differ-

ent options. The good news is that you should be feeling 
quite strong emotionally, giving you the confidence to 
approach people with authority, thereby earning their 
respect and faith in whatever project you’re involved 
with now.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
may be wondering why everyone is getting so 
touchy when you see this as being just a nor-
mal day, Sagittarius. Cut other people some 

slack when you think they aren’t wearing as big a smile 
as you are. If  you want people to trust you, you need 
to prove that you can bring yourself  to the same level 
that they’re on. Show a greater understanding of  other 
people’s needs.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): It could 
be that you don’t feel as if  you can begin your 
day until you’ve made it clear to someone 
that you have an issue that needs to be dealt 

with, Capricorn. You have a greater amount of  emotional 
strength than usual, and you’ll find that it’s important that 
you hold on to this feeling against all odds. Other people 
may try to strike you down with their words, but pay at-
tention to what they’re saying. Are they really focusing on 
the facts or just blasting you with their opinions?

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t let 
another person’s small, thoughtless comment 
ruin your entire day, Aquarius. People may 
be a bit stingy with everything from money to 

emotions to time spent with loved ones. The more you tell 
someone else that they’re wrong, the more that person is 
going to reject your advice. In general, this is a good time 
to simply stay out of  other people’s way.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may be 
feeling a bit tired and worn out lately, Pisces. 
Don’t push yourself  to do things when you 
know that your body needs rest. It could be 

extremely tempting to roll with the crowd and partici-
pate in all the fun. You don’t want to miss out on a sin-
gle thing going on around you. Resist the temptation to 
disregard the important messages that are coming from 
your body. Slow down.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Thoughts For Republic Day: India Can Be a 
Standard-Setter For Democracy Worldwide 

Political Charisma of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

SC Stays Proceedings Challenging GST on Sanitary Napkins in High Courts

What Was the 
Motive Behind Naga 

Day Celebration? 
Frank F. Islam | IANS 

This is written from my adopted 
homeland of  the United States of  
America to celebrate Republic Day 
in my motherland of  India. It is a 

love letter to acknowledge the enormous 
privileges and benefits that I received grow-
ing up in India and then maturing in the US 
-- the two largest democratic republics in the 
world.

Because of  that duality, I have come to 
understand that these two great nation states 
have travelled somewhat parallel paths con-
stitutionally to become the bulwarks of  de-
mocracy that they are. Republic Day in In-
dia is held on January 26 to commemorate 
the date on which the Indian Constitution 
came into effect in 1950 -- roughly two-and-
a-half-years after the country’s independ-
ence. In the United States, Constitution Day 
is observed on September 17 to commemo-
rate the adoption of  the statute in 1787.

Both India and the United States took 
considerable time to draft and adopt the 
constitutions that created their democratic 
systems of  government.

In India, the first draft of  the Constitu-
tion was created on November 4, 1947. That 
draft was debated in 166 sessions open to 
the public, amended, and finally approved 
by the 308 members of  the Constituent As-
sembly drawn from the provinces of  India 
on November 26, 1949.

In the US, 55 delegates convened in May 
of  1787 in a Constitutional Convention and 
on September 17 of  that year had a version 
of  the Constitution that was approved. That 
version was not ratified by the necessary 

states, however, until May of  1790, after 
a Bill of  Rights with 10 amendments was 
added.

Neither the US nor the Indian consti-
tutions are perfect documents. But, they 
are crucibles for democracy providing the 
frameworks for the democratic governing 
process.

Fifteen amendments have been added to 
the US Constitution since the original 10 so 
now there are a total of  25 amendments. In 
addition, the Code of  Federal Regulations, 
which spells out the general and permanent 
rules established by the federal government, 
totals more than 185,000 pages.

The Indian Constitution is the longest in 
the world. At its inception, it consisted of  
395 Articles arranged under 22 Parts and 
eight Schedules. Today, after many amend-
ments, it has 447 Articles arranged under 26 
Parts and 12 Schedules.

The constitutions of  India and the Unit-
ed States give citizens the rights to vote. In 
India, the right to vote is guaranteed to all 
citizens over the age of  18 and is provided 
by Article 326 of  the Constitution and the 
Representation of  the Peoples Act, 1951.

The right to vote in the US has been 
more evolutionary. Limited rights were 
specified for males and land-owners in the 
original version of  the Constitution. The 
right for those of  colour was added by the 
15th amendment in 1870 and the right for 
women added by the 19th amendment in 
1920.

Neither country’s constitution mandates 
compulsory voting. The turnout in the last 
general election in India in 2014 was over 66 
per cent -- meaning over 530 million Indian 
voters went to the polls, the largest number 

in the history of  the world. The turnout in 
the last general election in the United States 
was approximately 55.5 per cent with a to-
tal of  more than 138 million eligible voters 
coming to the polls.

The turnouts in the US and India, with 
those large numbers of  citizens participating 
without being compelled to do so, provide 
lessons in democracy. They also attest to the 
strength of  the countries’ constitutions.

The US and India both commemorate 
their constitutions. Constitution Day in the 
United States is primarily ceremonial with 
little hoopla or hullabaloo. By contrast, Re-
public Day in India is a major celebration 
with a huge parade and many associated 
events in Delhi and other ceremonies across 
the nation.

Leaders from around the world attend 
the Republic Day parade. This year, for the 
first time, heads of  states from 10 ASEAN 
nations will be in the reviewing stand for 
the parade. Heads of  State who have been 
guests of  honour at the parade in the past 
include Queen Elizabeth II of  England, 
President Nelson Mandela of  South Africa, 
President Vladimir Putin of  Russia, Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe of  Japan and President 
Francoise Hollande of  France.

In 2015, the paths of  the US and India 
crossed on Republic Day when President 
Obama and Prime Minister Modi sat togeth-
er at the parade and participated in other re-
lated events. I had the distinct privilege to be 
a member of  the Obama-US delegation for 
those ceremonies.

It was during that visit to India that 
I came to the realisation of  how doubly 
blessed I had been by these two great de-
mocracies. They gave me freedom, opportu-

nity and, most importantly, nurtured me to 
be who I wanted to be and become what I 
wanted to be.

I owe them a debt of  gratitude that can 
never be fully repaid. That is why my phil-
anthropic ventures to date have been centred 
on investments to support self-actualisation 
in both countries and I have established the 
Frank Islam Institute for 21st Century Citi-
zenship to promote civic engagement that 
will keep their democracies strong through 
this new century.

In his famous “Tryst with Destiny” 
speech delivered in 1947 upon India’s in-
dependence, Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first 
Prime Minister, said: “The future beckons 
to us. Whither do we go and what shall be 
our endeavour? To bring freedom and op-
portunity to the common man, to the peas-
ants and workers of  India; to fight and end 
poverty and ignorance and disease; to build 
up a prosperous, democratic and progres-
sive nation, and to create social, economic 
and political institutions which will ensure 
justice and fullness of  life to every man and 
woman.”

The future still beckons India. Signifi-
cant progress has been made on the quest. 
Much work remains to be done.

As an Indian American, I am confident 
that India is up to this task to become a 
standard setter for democracy to the world 
because of  what I have witnessed in my own 
life and life time.

Happy Republic Day, India.

(Frank Islam is an entrepreneur, civic and 
thought leader based in the Washington DC 

area. The views expressed are personal. He can 

A hero is a great man who does brave and no-
ble deeds, and is venerated for his achieve-
ments. Subhash Chandra Bose is the unique 
example of  greatest hero of  modern India 

who had in him all the qualities of  greatness, magna-
nimity, unflinching determination and courage of  con-
viction. His strange magnetism drew love and respect 
from all who came in touch with him. Even Gandhiji, 
the Father of  Nation, described him as “Patriot of  Pa-
triots”. At the altar of  his country the zealous patriot 
sacrificed his all-his youth, career, name, fame, com-
forts and even his life for one sole cause in which he 
believed passionately–the freedom of  his country. Sub-
hash Chandra Bose, popularly known as Netaji, was 
born on January 23rd, 1897 at Cuttack in Orissa in a 
well-to-do family of  patriots. A brilliant student and 
greatly influenced by Swami Vivekananda’s teachings 
stood second in the school final examination from a 
missionary school in Cuttack. From his college days he 
had a bitter feelings against the British Rule. In 1916 he 
was expelled from the Presidency College, Calcutta on 
a charge of  beating Mr. Oaten, an English Professor of  
the college who had used abusive words against India 
and Indians. However, with the help of  Sir. Ashutosh 
Mukherjee, the then the Vice-Chancellor of  Calcutta 
University, he was admitted to the Scottish Church 
College. From there he passed the B.A. Examination 
with Honours in Philosophy securing second position 
in first class. After graduation, recognising his son’s in-
tellect, his father was determined that Subhash should 
become a member of  high ranking Indian Civil Serv-
ice. So he sent him to England for carrying out his 

further education in Cambridge University. In 1920 he 
passed the Indian Civil Service with brilliant result. He 
joined the British Government Service as Presidency 
Magistrate, a coveted post which no Indian occupied 
earlier. But during his probation period he resigned 
from the service as he felt : ‘I do not think that one 
could be Loyal to the British Raj and yet serve India 
honestly, heart and soul’. After coming back to India, 
the wave of  patriotism touched him. He was greatly 
moved about freeing our country from the bondage of  
British rule. In 1921, he went directly to Gandhiji who 
sent him to Calcutta to work under Chittaranjan Das, 
his political guru. During the period of  1921-25, he 
was mainly involved with the revolutionaries around 
Calcutta and was arrested on numerous occasion. In 
1924, he was sent to Mandalay Jail in Burma on made 
up charge that he was associated with the terrorists of  
Bengal. Later, he was again imprisoned along with 
Deshbandhu and the two lived together in jail, where 
Bose served his leader humbly, even cooked his food. 
From this time, Bose considered Deshbandhu as his 
guru. His capacity for organisation and executive abili-
ty were amply demonstrated as he worked as the Chief  
Executive Officer of  Calcutta corporation when C.R. 
Das became Mayor of  Calcutta. In 1928, during the 
Congress meeting, Subhash wanted complete freedom 
for India at the earliest, where as the Congress Com-
mittee wanted it in phases, through a Dominion status. 
On 23rd March, 1932 when Shaheed Bhagat Singh was 
hanged, Bhagat Singh’s martyrdom and the inability 
of  the Congress leaders to save his life made Subhash 
very angry and in a sense this made him realise that 

aggression was the best form of  defence. In Novem-
ber 1934, he published a book of  Indian Nationalism 
called “The Indian Struggle”. During the period of  
1932–36, he met reputed personalities like Mussolini 
in Italy, Felder in Germany, De Valera in Ireland and 
Roma Rolland in France. By that time, Subhash Chan-
dra Bose had became very famous. He was elected 
the President of  the Indian National Congress twice 
even in the face of  stiff  opposition from Gandhiji and 
Nehruji. As he was more aggressive and had uncom-
promising revolutionary feelings, he believed that Indi-
ans would not get freedom in a simple way, they will 
have to fight it out. So, he resigned from Congress and 
formed a progressive group called Forward Block. The 
entire life of  Subhash Chandra Bose is a burning ex-
ample of  heroic deeds, but it is in its last phase that his 
dramatic career reached its climax. When the Second 
World War broke out and Subhash was under house 
arrest for his political activities how did he suddenly 
left India on the 17th Jan. 1941 throwing dust in the 
eyes of  the British Police who kept round the clock 
vigil at his house is an act of  profound mystery. He 
believed in the political moral that ‘our enemy’s enemy 
is a friend to us’. In 1942 he went to Germany and had 
a talk with Hitler to free India from the British power. 
From Berlin he came to Japan in a submarine after 
a perilous 3months voyage earlier in 1943. With the 
Japanese help he organized the Azad Hind Fauz that 
is the Indian National Army in Singapore. The whole 
of  India rejoiced as he raised the popular slogan, “Give 
me blood and I will give you freedom”. People donated 
gold and money freely and happily. He inspired the In-

dian National Army saying “Delhi is not far, march on 
to Delhi”. Men and women in great numbers joined 
Indian National Army. Under the supreme command 
of  Netaji, on 18th March 1944, the INA fought the 
British forces violently, crossed the Burma border and 
reached Manipur where free India’s banner was raised 
with the shouts of  ‘Jai Hind’ and ‘Netaji Zindabad’. 
But the collapse of  Japan in Second World War had 
affected his mission very badly and his army was de-
feated too. Subhash was reported to be killed in an air 
crash over Taiwan on his way to Tokyo.

Unfortunately, he did not live to see its freedom, 
but his burning ambition, dedication and devotion di-
rected towards the freedom of  India from the clutches 
of  British colonialism have etched his name in the an-
nals of  history. His salute & ‘Jai Hind’, an inspiring of  
patriotism, courage and sacrifice for the Motherland 
has immortalised him. Even though Gandhiji and Ne-
hru are given the credit for India’s Independence, the 
contribution of  Subhash Chandra Bose towards Inde-
pendence in no case be considered less than that of  
those, however, it is an irony of  fate that his name re-
mains lesser known to people.

It is our sacred duty to remember 23rd January and 
to pay our humblest tributes to Netaji. Although most 
of  our freedom fights were fought on the lines of  the 
Gandhian Non-Violence philosophy, yet it does not 
mean that Loads of  blood were not shed on the roads.

The Indian educations system, must make efforts to 
remind people of  the forgotten hero

S. Ghose
Dimapur

The court ruled that it would 
examine if  all the matters in 

the case should be heard by the 
Supreme Court itself.

The Supreme Court on Monday, Janu-
ary 22, stayed the proceedings pend-
ing before the Delhi and Bombay high 

courts challenging the levying of  12% Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) on sanitary napkins. 
According to Scroll, the apex court said it 
would examine if  all the matters should be 
heard by the Supreme Court itself. All peti-
tioners have been issued notices for the same.

The transfer petition filed by the Centre 

was being heard by a three-judge bench com-
prising Chief  Justice of  India Dipak Misra 
and Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud. The Centre had sought 
a stay on proceedings on pleas challenging 
imposing GST on sanitary napkins.

The Delhi high court had in mid-No-
vember had asked the Centre why sanitary 
napkin – a necessity rather than a luxury – 
should not be exempt from GST when items 
like bindi, sindoor and kajal did not fall with-
in its ambit. A bench of  Acting Chief  Jus-
tice Gita Mittal and Justice C. Hari Shankar 
had said sanitary napkins are a necessity and 
there cannot be any explanation for taxing 
them and exempting other items by clubbing 
them in the category of  necessity.

The court had also condemned the gov-
ernment over the absence of  any women in 

the 31-member GST Council
The petition before the Delhi court had 

been filed by Zarmina Israr Khan, a PhD 
scholar in African Studies at Jawaharlal Ne-
hru University. Khan’s plea had termed the 
government’s move – which has attracted 
severe criticism from activists – as illegal and 
unconstitutional.

According to LiveLaw, Khan’s petition 
states that poor menstrual hygiene is behind 
nearly 70% of all reproductive diseases in the 
court. Costly sanitary napkins would, there-
fore, deter more women from observing men-
strual hygiene, hence impacting their health.

Central government had on its part 
maintained that if  sanitary napkins were not 
taxed, then its cost would go up. In its court 
affidavit, the Centre stated that: “Reducing 
the GST rate on sanitary napkins to nil, will 

result in complete denial of  input tax credit 
to domestic manufacturers of  sanitary nap-
kins, while zero rating imports. This will 
make domestically manufactured sanitary 
napkins at a huge disadvantage vis-a-vis im-
ports, which will be zero rated.”

The affidavit further held that since raw 
materials for manufacturing the product at-
tract GST of  18% or 12%, even 12% taxa-
tion on sanitary napkins is an inversion in 
the GST rate structure.

The petition before the Bombay high 
court has been filed by the Mumbai-based 
NGO Shetty Women Welfare Foundation. 
On January 16, the court had asked the state 
government to consider making sanitary 
napkins available at subsidised rates, Scroll 
reported. The court had further questioned 
the Maharashtra government on the steps 

taken by it to spread awareness about the use 
of  the product.

When GST was implemented on July 1, 
2017, sanitary napkins were put under the 
12% slab even while products like sindoor 
and bangles were declared tax-free. Just days 
later, the finance ministry issued a statement 
saying that the tax on the product in question 
was less under the new tax regime than before 
GST was introduced. According to the minis-
try, before GST was rolled out, sanitary nap-
kins were taxed 13.68% due to concessional 
excise duty and VAT levied on them.

Earlier in January, a group of  students 
from Gwalior had started a campaign by 
writing messages on sanitary napkins and 
sending them to the prime minister, urging 
him to eliminate the designated 12% GST on 
the product.

After the successful celebration of  the 
Naga Day on January 10, 2018, in 
commemoration of  the Memorandum 
submitted to the Simon Commission 

on January 10, 1929, the Naga social organiza-
tions who had enthusiastically and actively partic-
ipated Naga Day celebration are now actively and 
strongly demanding “solution before election” 
which is the demand of  the NSCN-IM from the 
Government of  India for shared sovereignty and 
Pan-Naga Hoho within the Indian Union. Then, 
what was the motive behind the celebration of  
Naga Day?  Had they celebrated it in the interest 
of  Pan-Naga Hoho or to start a new history? It 
might be a reason for them not to mention the im-
portant history of  Naga nation in the Naga Day 
declaration. 

If  they celebrated Naga Day in order to up-
hold and keep the value of  the Memorandum, 
which read: “If  the British Government however, 
want to throw us away, we pray that we should 
not be thrust to the mercy of  the people who 
could never have conquered us themselves and to 
whom we were never subjected; but to leave us 
alone to determine ourselves as in ancient times.”  
(unquote) They should not support or demand 
a solution within the India Union. They should 
strongly protest against a solution within the In-
dian Union. But if  they support a solution within 
the Indian Union, the celebration of  Naga Day 
becomes meaningless. The memorandum clearly 
said, India did not conquer Nagaland in the his-
tory and the Nagas never subjected to India, and 
the Nagas cannot trust India. The support for a 
solution within the Indian Union is therefore, a 
contrary to the Memorandum of  the Simon Com-
mission and a betrayal.  

W. Shapwon,
 Joint Secretary, NNC
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Tanzanian woman found dead in 
Delhi
New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): A 36-year-old Tan-
zanian woman was found dead under mysterious 
circumstances at her rented flat here, police said 
on Tuesday. The body of  Fatma Ally was found on 
Monday by neighbours when they realised a foul 
smell was coming from her flat in Mehrauli in south 
Delhi. “There is no visible injury on the body. The 
body has been shifted to AIIMS for autopsy,” a police 
officer said. “Her family will be informed through the 
Tanzanian Embassy.” It appears she died a couple of  
days earlier, the officer said. “The team is examining 
CCTV footage. Her mobile phone and laptop are 
being checked. She had been staying in the flat for 
some months.”

UP Police team attacked by liq-
uor mafia
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Jan. 23 (PTI): A group of  
men allegedly attacked a police team during a raid on 
manufacturers of  illicit liquor at Dewipura village in 
Shamli district, police said today. Acting on a tip-off, 
the excise team, along with the police, went to the vil-
lage yesterday and raided the house where illicit liquor 
was being prepared by the mafia, circle officer Viral 
Singh said. More police teams were rushed to the spot 
to search for the accused who were absconding and 
seized illegal liquor, he said. Later, when the police 
officials tried to arrest them, they allegedly attacked 
them, Singh said. The police has registered a case 
against 35 people and named 11 people, who were 
absconding, under various sections of  the Indian Penal 
Code and Excise Act.

Youth sets girlfriend on fire after spat
Lucknow, Jan. 23 (IANS): An 18-year-old girl sus-
tained serious burn injuries on Tuesday when her lover 
set her on fire after a spat in Banda in Uttar Pradesh, 
police said. Police official Tara Chandra said the girl 
has been admitted to the district hospital. He said the 
parents of  the girl are working as daily wagers in Mum-
bai and the victim was living with her sister in Banda. 
The sister of  the victim has told police that the boy was 
in a relation with her sister and had got into an alterca-
tion just before the incident. Livid over a trivial issue, 
the youngster set the girl on fire, and later apparently 
remorseful at his action tried to save her and burnt his 
hands. He then fled the crime scene.  Police said they 
were trying to arrest the culprit and were on a look out 
for him. Doctors said the girl is in critical condition 
with over 70 per cent burns.

17 JMM MLAs suspended for 
wearing black mask
Ranchi, Jan. 23 (IANS): Assembly Speaker Dinesh 
Oraon on Tuesday suspended 17 Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) legislators for wearing black mask 
inside the House. JMM legislator Amit Mahto first 
waved a black handkerchief  from his seat. Later, 
the party legislators covered their face with black 
masks. The JMM and other opposition parties have 
been demanding action against Chief  Secretary 
Rajbala Verma and Director General of  Police D.K. 
Pandey right since the start of  the budget session 
on February 17. Condemning the incident, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Saryu Rai said: “This act 
has lowered the dignity of  the Assembly and the 
legislators should be suspended.” After this, Speaker 
Dinesh Oraon, who was himself  upset, suspended 
the MLAs for one day. In protest, JMM, Congress 
and Jharkhand Morcha-Prajatantrik boycotted the 
House. Chief  Minister Raghubar Das, who is also in 
charge of  the Finance Ministry, tabled the 2018-19 
budget and read out its contents in the absence of  
opposition members.

Police officer, criminal injured 
during encounter in UP 
Mathura, Jan. 23 (PTI): A police officer and a 
criminal carrying a reward on his head were injured 
during a late night encounter near a village here, 
officials said today. The clash between the police 
and the criminals took place on Monday night near 
Nagla Ramtal village, falling under the jurisdiction 
of  Vrindaban police station, they added. “Inspector 
Subodh Kumar Singh and the Manoj, alias Anil, a 
resident of  Jait, carrying a reward of  Rs 20,000 on his 
head have been hospitalised,” Senior Superintendent 
of  Police Swapnil Mamgai said. Acting on a tip-off, 
Singh reached the forest area of  Nagla Ramtal village 
last night with a police team and faced indiscriminate 
firing by Manoj and his associates, Mamgai said. 
Manoj sustained a bullet injury in his foot, while 
Singh injured his hand in the cross-firing that ensued, 
he said, adding that Manoj’s associates managed to 
flee using the cover of  darkness.

Modi meets CEOs at WEF, IMF To create jobs is the need of 
the hour — Vice President

Shiv Sena to go solo in 2019, 
contest all state elections 

SC posers to those challenging legal validity of Aadhaar 

Probe criminal dimension, not Hadiya’s marriage — SC to NIA 

No ban on ‘Padmaavat’, 
SC clears pan-India 
January 25 release
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Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi greets the audience prior to his speech the World Economic 
Forum, WEF, in Davos, Switzerland, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018.

Davos, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday held a 
roundtable meeting with 
the CEOs of  top global 
companies before his key-
note address at the plenary 
session of  the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) here 
on Tuesday morning.

India also got a thumbs 
up from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
Monday, which reaffirmed 
that India’s economy is 
projected to grow by 7.4 
per cent in the next fiscal 
year.

M a h i n d r a  G r o u p 
Chairman Anand Mahin-
dra, who had also partici-
pated at the meet, tweeted: 
“Let me add my compli-
ments to you all. You did 
us proud with your world-
beating organizational 
skills. Every global CEO 
was floored by the personal 
touches in your hospitality. 
I am proud to be on the 
board of  Invest India.”

The IMF reaffirmed 
that India’s economy is 

Davos, Jan. 23 (PTI): Former RBI 
Governor Raghuram Rajan on 
Tuesday said the Western world 
must realise they cannot go a long 
way without the help of the emerg-
ing economies and warned that no 
one would be able to resolve any 
problem of a ‘fractured world’ if  
things are not set right soon.

Without naming any country, 
he said the West must realise that 
their population is ageing and the 
demand for their products would 
mostly come from the emerging 
world.

Speaking in Davos at a session 
of  the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) Annual Meeting, Rajan 
said there is a risk that by the time 
the West goes to the emerging 
world for their support, they may 
have to answer quite a few ques-
tions about why they did not share 

the benefits earlier. 
He warned that the approach 

of the Western world must change 
soon for the good, or else there may 
be a chance that we are not able to 
solve any of the problems of the 
‘fractured world’.

About issues facing the West-
ern world, he listed technology, 
ageing population and climate 
change.

Rajan was speaking at a ses-
sion on the power of  economic 
narratives and how policymakers 
can address the challenges of the 
21st century.

He said some governments 
such as Singapore have done some-
thing to address the problems 
arising out of  income inequality 
and the divisions in the society by 
setting up housing projects where 
middle class and lower middle 

class families can live together.
Rajan said he’s not sure about 

the US but some countries are do-
ing things in this area and certainly 
the governments can play a role 
here.

The Chicago University profes-
sor is known for his frank views on 
various economic and monetary 
policy matters and is credited with 
having predicted the global finan-
cial crisis of 2007. 

Rajan also took on the econo-
mists who frown upon the idea 
of  economic narratives and said 
it has become difficult to make 
people believe in them for setting 
things right.

“When the economist hears 
the word narratives and stories he 
thinks it’s below me. They believe 
they are beyond the tradition of  
narratives,” he said.

Post World War II, we realised 
we have to come together once 
again and we need to break bar-
riers of trade and everything else, 
he said.

Asked whether he is optimis-
tic or pessimistic on the issue of  
narratives, Rajan said politicians 
just pick the economic theory 
that fits in their scheme of things 
but he hopes things do not go out 
of  hand and there is a solution 
before that.

He also said that for a long time 
technocrats were given a free hand.

“That pushed growth for a long 
time but then frictions began in-
cluding between right and the left,” 
Rajan said, adding that since the 
global financial crisis, the world has 
begun to question the technocrats. 

He cautioned that the econo-
mists have a much harder task 

on Tuesday and there are a lot of  
answers that they need to come 
up with. 

“But the even harder task is to 
convince people that believe us and 
we will set things right,” he said.

Rajan said we should realise 
that big ideas are always thought at 
least 15-20 years in advance. 

“So if we talk about universal 
basic income, we can’t brush it 
aside and today we are seeing 
people are talking about it,” he said 
while giving examples.

In another example, he said 
driverless cars are on the horizon 
on Tuesday but we should also as-
sess their impact on jobs.

“We need to think what we are 
going to do when these people go 
jobless once driverless cars become 
widespread reality on our roads,” 
he said.

Hyderabad, Jan. 23 (PTI): 
Vice President M Venkai-
ah Naidu today said the 
expanding middle class 
will be the key driver of  
India’s economic growth, 
and the need of  the hour 
is to take full advantage of  
our demography by creat-
ing jobs.

He also said that while 
India must improve its tax-
to-GDP ratio and curb tax 
evasion, there should be no 
needless harassment of tax-
payers.

“The expanding mid-
dle class will be the key 
driver of  India’s economic 
growth in the coming years. 
With the large population 
of India, about 65 per cent 
under 35 years, the need of  
the hour of  is to take full 
advantage of  this demo-
graphic number by creating 
adequate job opportunities 
for the young population,” 
Naidu said.

He was speaking at 
the inaugural session on 
a seminar on `Contempo-
rary issues and challenges 
in Finance, Marketing and 
Taxation’, organised by the 
Keshav Memorial Institute 

of  Commerce and Science 
here.

“Merely turning out la-
khs of students with degrees 
is not enough,” he said, add-
ing that they must be taught 
“life skills”.

While the first and sec-
ond rounds of  major eco-
nomic reforms were initiated 
by the governments led by 
P V Narasimha Rao and 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the 
third round of  reforms by 
the present government is 
transforming the economy, 
he said.

Massive recapitalisation 
of public sector banks at Rs 
2.11 lakh crore is expected 
to improve the credit growth 
and private sector invest-
ment, Naidu said, adding 
that introduction of the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code has strengthened cred-
itors’ rights.

One of the major objec-
tives of both demonetisation 
and Goods and Services Tax 
was to increase tax compli-
ance, he said.

The expansion of  for-
mal economy will lead to 
increased tax collection 
and higher revenues, which 

will be used to accelerate 
development by building 
essential infrastructure, he 
said.

“While tax evasion has 
to be dealt with sternly, 
it should be ensured that 
there is no unnecessary 
harassment of  tax payers 
by overzealous officials,” 
he said.

The GST has changed 
the face of  the indirect tax 
regime as it brings one tax 
instead of  multiplicity of  
taxes, Naidu said.

India needs to ramp 
up its tax-to-GDP ratio, 
currently at 16.6 per cent, 
to fund a modern, twenty-
first century government 
which can offer basic pub-
lic facilities and social se-
curity to its citizens, Naidu 
said.

Demonetisation, a spe-
cial investigation team for 
black money and the no-
tification of  the Benami 
Transactions Act would 
bring a wider range of eco-
nomic activities in the tax 
net, while the war on black 
money needs to continue 
unabated, the vice president 
said.

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): The 
CBI has registered a case against 
certain officials of  NTPC, MMTC, 
APCPL and a private energy firm on 
charges of  cheating the exchequer of  
Rs 487 crore by importing inferior 
quality coal from 2011-12 to 2014-15, 
an official said on Tuesday.

The central agency registered the 
FIR on Monday after taking cogni-
sance of  the Directorate of  Revenue 
Intelligence’s investigation into the 
import of  inferior coal of  Indonesian 
origin while showing it as of  superior 
quality.

In the FIR, the Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation (CBI) named 
Ahmed A.R. Buhari, promoter of  
Chennai-based Coastal Energy Pvt 
Ltd, and unidentified officials of  
National Thermal Power Corpora-
tion (NTPC), Metals and Minerals 
Trading Corporation (MMTC) and 
Aravali Power Company Pvt Ltd 
(APCPL).

The NTPC and MMTC are cen-
tral government undertakings while 
the APCPL is a joint venture com-
pany wherein the NTPC owns 50 per 
cent stake and 25 per cent stake each 
is owned by the Haryana and Delhi 
governments.

The accused have been booked 
for criminal conspiracy, criminal 
misconduct by public servants, and 
cheating, under the Indian Penal 
Code. 

“The unidentified officials of  
NTPC, APCPL and MMTC entered 
into a criminal conspiracy with of-
ficials of  Coastal Energy Pvt Ltd and 
others to cheat the Indian govern-
ment in the import of  coal of  Indo-
nesian origin by fraudulently showing 
inferior quality as superior,” the CBI 
FIR said. 

According to the CBI FIR, the 
NTPC and APCPL are engaged 
in operation of  coal-based thermal 
power stations and to meet their 
requirements they import coal by 
floating global tenders. 

It said that Coastal Energy Pvt 
Ltd (CEPL) and MMTC were suc-
cessful in getting contracts for the 
supply of  coal to the NTPC and the 
APCPL.

The FIR said that the CEPL 
was sourcing coal with lower Gross 
Calorific Value through its interme-
diary firms based in Dubai while 
the MMTC entered into a tripartite 
agreement with CEPL, CNO LL and 
CNO DM firms for coal import. 

“The CNO LL and CNO DM en-
tered into further separate agreements 
with coal exporters in Indonesia for 
the import of  inferior coal with lesser 
value.”

“On the basis of  artificially in-
flated invoices and manipulated test 
report, 147 consignments of  coal 
were sold to the MMTC through the 
CEPL as coal of  higher grade for 
further supply to the NTPC and the 
APCPL at higher prices. 

The MMTC and CEPL have de-
clared inflated values of  the consign-
ments of  coal at the time of  import, 
and on this value, the NTPC and 
the APCPL made payments to these 
entities.”

The FIR said the importers -- 
CEPL and MMTC-- in order to 
avoid submission of  factual docu-
ments, had also refrained from 
availing the customs duty exemp-
tion available for coal of  Indonesian 
origin while importing consignments 
of  coal.

Citing the investigation done 
earlier by the Mumbai branch of  the 
DRI, the CBI FIR said “over invoic-
ing of  more than Rs 363 crore was 
done on the coal imported by MMTC 
and Rs 124 crore by CEPL”.

Mumbai, Jan. 23 (IANS): In a 
major decision, the Shiv Sena on 
Tuesday decided to contest the 
2019 Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections independent of  its ally, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
besides spreading its wings nation-
ally.

The Shiv Sena National Ex-
ecutive resolved to fight the next 
round of state and central elections 
and all future elections separately, 
its Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut 
said here.

Shiv Sena President Uddhav 
Thackeray also announced that 
henceforth the party would broad-
en its horizons beyond Maharash-
tra to contest elections in all states.

He said that over the years the 
party had consciously refrained 
from fighting in other states - bar-
ring a few attempts in some states 
like Gujarat and Goa - to prevent a 
split in the Hindutva votes.

“Now, we shall contest elec-
tions in every state and that too 
on the Hindutva plank. It is im-
material whether we win or are 
vanquished but our Hindutva will 
never be abandoned,” Thackeray 
said in a hard-hitting speech tar-
geting the BJP and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

This is the second time in four 

years that the Shiv Sena has decid-
ed to go it alone in Maharashtra.

In the October 2014 assem-
bly elections, the Shiv Sena-BJP 
alliance had broken down and 
both parties fought the elections 
independently. However, barely 
six months before April 2014, both 
parties had contest the Lok Sabha 
polls as allies with spectacular 
results.

Later, the BJP emerged as the 
single largest party while the Shiv 
Sena sat as the main opposition 
party for a month and then joined 
the ruling BJP.

During the February 2017 Bri-
hanMumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion polls, the Shiv Sena contested 
separately and emerged as the 
single largest party to capture the 
country’s biggest and richest civic 
body, pushing back its NDA ally 
to the second slot.

At that time, many leaders 
campaigned on the need to con-
test all future elections separately, 
which after nearly 11 months got 
a formal stamp of approval at the 
National Executive.

The day also marks the 92nd 
birth anniversary of the Shiv Sena 
founder-supremo, the late Bal 
Thackeray, who passed away on 
November 17, 2012.

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today sought to know 
from those who have challenged 
the constitutional validity of Aad-
haar how the unique identification 
number of a person makes any dif-
ference in a networked world when 
the data was already available with 
private entities.

A five-judge constitution bench 
headed by Chief  Justice Dipak 
Misra observed that personal data 
of  citizens were with the private 
entities and asked the petitioners 
how insertion of Aadhaar number 
would make any change.

“Our personal data is anyway 
with the private entities.

So does interpolation of Aad-
haar number make any differ-

ence,” the bench asked senior 
advocate Shyam Divan, who is 
appearing for some of  the peti-
tioners.

The bench, which also com-
prised Justices A K Sikri, A M 
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud 
and Ashok Bhushan, told the 
lawyer that citizens were living in a 
networked world now. 

The bench is hearing a clutch of  
petitions challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the government’s 
flagship Aadhaar programme and 
its enabling Act of 2016.

Divan, who is representing 
petitioners like former Karna-
taka High Court judge Justice K S 
Puttaswamy, activists like Aruna 
Roy, Shantha Sinha and veteran 

CPI(M) leader V S Achuthanan-
dan, said an “enormous electronic 
mesh” is being created where the 
whole profile of  an individual 
was collected, as he referred to the 
collection of  demographic and 
biometric data like iris and finger 
prints of citizens.

The bench observed that peo-
ple were already giving details 
like permanent account number 
(PAN) and other documents to 
private entities and mobile com-
panies.

Divan had earlier submitted 
that the state cannot compel 
its citizens to give personal in-
formation, that too to a private 
company, as it violated their 
fundamental rights.

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on Tuesday 
permitted the NIA to continue 
its probe into any criminality in 
the marriage of Hadiya, a Hindu 
woman from Kerala who con-
verted to Islam, with Shafin Jahan 
but not intrude into their marriage.

“We can’t go into the marriage. 
Whether the person she is married 
to is good human being or a bad 
human” -- the bench observed, not-
ing that Hadiya is 24 years old and 
has made an independent decision 

and choice to marry. Hadiya was 
known as Akhila Ashokan before 
she converted.

Making it clear that the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) 
has to stay away from the marriage 
of Hadiya with Shafin, the court 
observed that the agency could 
probe into “all other aspects except 
her marriage”.

Hadiya was set free and al-
lowed to pursue her studies in 
the last hearing of  the matter on 
November 27 as she had told the 

court that she wanted to pursue 
her internship in the Sivaraj Ho-
meopathic College and Research 
Institute in Salem in Tamil Nadu.

Hadiya had told the court that 
she wanted “freedom and release”. 
She was put in the custody of her 
parents by a Kerala High Court or-
der. The court also made Hadiya a 
party in the matter, which will now 
be heard on February 22 when the 
apex court will examine the valid-
ity of the High Court’s order that 
annulled the marriage.

New Delhi, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday asked all states to 
comply with its order not 
to stand in the way of  the 
release of controversial film 
“Padmaavat” as it dismissed 
last ditch efforts by Rajas-
than and Madhya Pradesh 
governments to block its 
January 25 release.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud said: “People 
must understand that the 
Supreme Court has passed 
an order and it must be com-
plied with.”

“Our order is to be com-
plied with by one and all. A 
few hundred people come 
on the street and create a 
law and order situation de-
manding ban. That can’t be 
accepted,” Misra said.

“You can advise them 

not to watch the movie if  
they don’t like it. 

We will not modify our 
order,” the Chief Justice told 
Additional Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, who tried to 
flag the law and order situa-
tion as a ground for blocking 
release of the film.

Admitting that main-
taining law and order was 
the state’s obligation, Mehta 
appearing for the Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernments urged the court to 
appreciate the ground situ-
ation and threat to breach 
of peace.

Seeking clarification, 
Mehta said a situation could 
arise where after the release 
of  the film, there could be 
trouble in some parts.

“Let the state honour 
this order. Rest we will deal 
with when it comes to it,” 
Justice Khanwilkar said.

projected to grow by 7.4 
per cent in the next fiscal 
year, regaining the rank of  
the world’s fastest-growing 
large economy as China 
slows down.

Like India’s improving 
economic performance, the 
global economy was also 
on the uptick, estimated to 

have grown by 3.7 per cent 
last year and forecast to 
grow this year and the next 
by 3.9 per cent, according 
to the Fund’s World Eco-
nomic Outlook Update.

At the release of  the 
Update in Davos, IMF 
head Christine Lagarde 
said that for the world 

economy, “all signs point 
to a further strengthening 
both this year and next,” 
but cautioned that “com-
placency would be a mis-
take.”

Earlier on Monday, 
Modi held a bilateral meet-
ing with Swiss President 
Alain Berset who greeted 

the prime minister with a 
warm handshake in this 
town in the Swiss Alps 
before leading the Indian 
leader to the meeting. “On 
reaching Davos, held talks 
with the President of  the 
Swiss Confederation, Alain 
Berset. We reviewed the 
scope of  our bilateral coop-
eration and discussed ways 
to deepen it even further,” 
Modi tweeted.

This is Modi’s second 
visit to Switzerland in 
nearly two years after his 
visit in June 2016. Modi 
is the first Prime Minis-
ter from India to partici-
pate in a forum meeting in 
two decades after the then 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda in 1997.

He will interact with 
120 members of  the Inter-
national Business Council, 
which is a part of  the WEF.

Modi, in the course of  
his 24-hour visit to Davos, 
is also scheduled to hold a 
bilateral meeting with Swe-
den Prime Minister Stefan 
Lofven on Tuesday.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Liberia’s new President takes 
office
Monrovia, Jan. 23 (IANS): Liberia’s new President 
George Weah took the oath of  office on Monday 
with a vow to bolster the weak economy and to 
eradicate corruption. Weah, a former international 
football star, was sworn in at noon inside the 
Samuel Kanyon Doe Stadium near the capital city 
of  Monrovia, reports Xinhua. Weah took over from 
Africa’s first elected female president, Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf, who served a two-term tenure of  12 years. 
The presidential inauguration on Monday was the 
country’s first transition between democratically-
elected leaders since 1944. Weah, who defeated the 
erstwhile governing party’s candidate and former 
Vice President Joseph Boakai during the presidential 
run-off  on December 26, vowed to prosecute corrupt 
officials. He assured the international community 
that Liberia will be open for business at all times, 
as the new government would create a conducive 
environment for huge investments. He also pledged 
to invest in agriculture and infrastructure to improve 
the livelihood of  Liberians. 

8.2 magnitude quake hits off 
Alaska — USGS
Washington, Jan. 23 (PTI/AFP): A powerful 
earthquake of  magnitude 8.2 struck off  the southern 
coast of  Alaska early today, prompting tsunami 
warnings. The quake struck at 0931 GMT in the 
Gulf  of  Alaska, 280 kilometers southeast of  the 
town of  Kodiak, the US Geological Survey said. 
The epicenter was 10 kilometers under the seabed. 
Tsunami warnings were issued for Alaska and 
the west coast of  Canada, the National Tsunami 
Warning Center said. Less-ominous tsunami watches 
were issued for the US west coast -- the entire coasts 
of  California and Oregon and part of  Washington 
state. In Alaska, authorities urged coast dwellers to 
seek safety. “If  you are located in this coastal area, 
move inland to higher ground,” the Anchorage Office 
of  Emergency Management said. “Tsunami warnings 
mean that a tsunami with significant inundation is 
possible or is already occurring. Tsunamis are a series 
of  waves dangerous many hours after initial arrival 
time. The first wave may not be the largest.

6.1-magni tude  quake  h i t s 
Jakarta
Jakarta, Jan. 23 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 
6.1 on the Richter scale jolted the Indonesian 
capital on Tuesday, damaging dozens of  houses 
and sending people fleeing into the streets in panic. 
The earthquake struck around 1.34 p.m. about 100 
miles southwest of  Jakarta, with its epicentre in the 
Indian Ocean. There were no immediate reports 
of  casualties, Efe news reported. Reports said that 
buildings in the capital shook for several seconds, 
with some being evacuated. In Lebak district of  
Banten province, as many as 116 houses were 
damaged after the quake, an official of  the disaster 
management agency said. A total of  13 houses were 
damaged in Serang district of  Banten province and 
four others in West Java province. Around Jakarta, 
panicky Indonesians fled schools, office buildings 
and other high-rises, the New York Times reported.  
“It felt like a giant rock had dropped either in the 
hallway or just outside the building,” said Marcoen 
Stoop, a Belgian businessman who lives on the 35th 
floor of  an apartment building in Jakarta.  “Then, the 
building started swaying and the swaying increased 
steadily,” he added, saying the rocking lasted less 
than a minute. In 2004, a powerful quake in the 
northern part of  Sumatra Island triggered a tsunami 
in the Indian Ocean that killed around 230,000 
people in a dozen countries, mostly in Indonesia.

One dead in volcanic eruption, 
avalanche in Japan 
Tokyo, Jan. 23 (IANS): A soldier died and at least 
10 people were injured on Tuesday at a ski resort 
in central Japan following a volcanic eruption and 
simultaneous avalanche, authorities said. At around 
10.25 a.m., an eruption of  Mount Kusatsu Shirane, 
located in Gunma Prefecture (north of  Tokyo), was 
registered. It triggered an avalanche at the nearby 
Kusatsu ski resort, the Japan Meteorological Agency 
(JMA) said. Six Japan Self-Defence Forces members 
who had been conducting a drill were trapped by the 
avalanche, Efe news cited the Ministry of  Defence as 
saying. A soldier was killed. People who had sought 
refuge in the shelters at the resort or were in ski lifts 
at the time of  the avalanche were wounded by rocks 
hurled by the eruption. Five of  them were in serious 
condition, Japanese broadcaster NHK reported. The 
JMA detected smoke being emitted by the volcano 
early on Tuesday and small volcanic tremors but did 
not activate the eruption alert on time. The regional 
government said rocks and other residues spouted by 
the volcano flew more than one km, causing damages 
to buildings and cable cars at the resort. Around 100 
skiers were at the resort when the disaster struck. The 
majority had sought refuge at a building damaged by 
the avalanche.

Washington, Jan. 23 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has hailed the 
end of the government shutdown as a 
“big win” for Republicans and hit out 
at Democrats saying they “caved in” 
following the 69-hour crisis.

The Democratic leadership on 
Monday agreed to back the bill after 
accepting promises from Republicans 
for a debate later on the future of the 
800,000 undocumented immigrants 
who were brought to the US as chil-
dren, known as “Dreamers”.

Under Trump’s predecessor Barack 
Obama, these immigrants had been 
protected from deportation under a 
policy known as the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).

“Big win for Republicans as Demo-
crats cave on shutdown,” Trump 
tweeted after the reopening of  the 
federal government following a three-
day shutdown. But Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer said: “The 
great deal-making President sat on the 
sidelines.”

In another tweet, Trump said: 

“Now I want a big win for everyone, 
including Republicans, Democrats 
and DACA, but especially for our great 
military and border security. Should be 
able to get there. See you at the negoti-
ating table,” Trump added.

The spending bill that ended the 
shutdown passed the Senate by a 
majority of  81-18 and the House of  
Representatives by 266-150, the US 
media reported. Democrats voiced 
scepticism about the promises made by 
Republicans and some liberal groups 
were infuriated by the agreement to 
reopen the government.

Possible Democratic 2020 presiden-
tial candidates in the Senate -- Elizabeth 
Warren, Kirsten Gillibrand, Cory 
Booker, Bernie Sanders and Kamala 
Harris -- all voted against Monday’s 
bill. Senator Harris, the first Indian-
American to serve in the US Senate, 
said: “You don’t need me to tell you 
that Democrats just caved when it 
comes to ending the government 
shutdown. Even some of their leading 
senators are admitting it.”

She tweeted that it would be “fool-
hardy” to trust Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell’s promise to take 
up an immigration bill in the coming 
weeks. Another California senator Di-
anne Feinstein told The Hill, a political 
news outlet, that she was “very disap-
pointed” in the deal because there’s no 
guarantee that Republicans would help 
the Dreamers.

Democratic congressman Luis 
Gutierrez slammed his own party’s 
senators after the vote saying: “They 
caved. They blinked. That’s what they 
do.” Thousands of federal employees 
who had been placed on temporary, 
unpaid leave since Saturday prepared to 
return to work. The so-called continu-
ing resolution keeps the government 
funded until February 8 in a hope 
that Congress can reach a longer-term 
budget agreement in the meantime.

“I know there’s great relief  that 
this episode is coming to an end,” said 
Speaker Paul Ryan. “But this is not a 
moment to pat ourselves on the back. 
Not even close.”

Brussels, Jan. 23 (PTI/
AFP): The EU removed 
eight countries including 
Panama from its new tax 
haven blacklist today after 
they pledged to address 
its concerns, in a move 
swift ly condemned by 
activists.

The United Arab Emir-
ates, Tunisia, Mongolia, 
Macau, Grenada and Bar-
bados were also lifted from 
the list by finance ministers, 
in a move that comes just 
weeks after the bloc unveiled 
its original list of 17 non-EU 
nations.

The decision drew criti-
cism from campaigners in-
cluding Oxfam who say 
the EU’s commitment to 
tackle tax avoidance after the 
“Panama Papers” leak last 
year has now been watered 
down.

“Eight jurisdictions 
have been removed from 
the EU’s list of  non-coop-
erative jurisdictions for tax 
purposes, following com-
mitments made at a high 
political level to remedy EU 

concerns,” an EU statement 
said.

French finance minister 
Bruno Le Maire tweeted 
that “European pressure has 
brought its first results!” 

The eight countries will 
now be on a “grey list” of  
countries that have made 
unspecified commitments 
to the EU on reforming their 
tax laws.

The blacklist now cov-
ers just nine jurisdictions: 
American Samoa, Bahrain, 
Guam, Marshall Islands, 
Namibia, Palau, Saint Lu-
cia, Samoa and Trinidad 
and Tobago.

Ministers agreed that 
“delisting was justified in the 
light of an expert assessment 
of  the commitments made 
by these jurisdictions to ad-
dress deficiencies identified 
by the EU,” the statement 
said.

“In each case, the com-
mitments were backed by 
letters signed at a high politi-
cal level.” 

The lists came a year 
on from the leak of  the 

“Panama Papers” -- a mas-
sive amount of  data from 
a prominent Panamanian 
law firm showing how the 
world’s wealthy stash as-
sets.

The EU or ig inal ly 
screened a total of 92 coun-
tries to draw up the list, 
which is expected to be con-
tinuously updated.

Oxfam said Tuesday’s 
decision undercut EU efforts 
to get tough on tax.

“The EU is rushing 
to take countries off  the 
blacklist without it being 
clear what they have actu-
ally committed to improve; 
this is further undermining 
the process,” said Aurore 
Chardonnet, Oxfam’s EU 
Policy Advisor on tax and 
inequality.

Chardonnet said it was 
“no secret that tax havens 
remain at the heart of  the 
EU, with four European 
countries actually failing 
the EU’s own blacklisting 
criteria.” 

“ E U  g ove r n m e n t s 
should tackle tax havens 

within the EU with the 
same urgency they are pres-
suring other countries to 
adopt tax reforms that were 
decided by an exclusive 
club of rich countries,” she 
added.

EU Economic Affairs 
Commissioner Pierre Mo-
scovici last week accused 
several European coun-
tries including Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Luxem-
bourg, Malta and Cyprus 
of  being tax policy “black 
holes” and promised to 
pressure them to change 
their ways.

Moscovici has also 
urged ministers to make 
public any commitments 
made by countries to get off  
the list.

French MEP Eva Joly of  
the Greens party, a major ad-
vocate of fair tax policy, ech-
oed his call and condemned 
the decision to withdraw 
the eight countries from the 
blacklist.

“Today’s decision fur-
ther weakens the credibility 
of this list,” she said.

Gaza, Jan. 23 (IANS): The Palestinians 
on Monday slammed the speech of  the US 
Vice President Mike Pence he addressed 
the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, in which 
he expressed his country’s commitment 
to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of  
Israel.

Pence’s speech “is a gift to the extremists 
and proves that the American administration 
is part of the problem rather than the solu-
tion,” Xinhua quoted Saeb Erekat, Secretary 
General of  the Executive Committee of  
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), 
as saying.

Pence addressed the Knesset, Israel’s 
parliament, on Monday, giving a strong 
pro-Israeli speech and promising the contro-
versial relocation of the US embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would be completed 
in less than two years.

Pence’s visit to Israel came amidst 

heightened tensions in the wake of  US 
President Donald Trump’s statement on De-
cember 6, which said that US recognises Je-
rusalem as the capital of Israel and will move 
its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

The announcement was denounced by 
the Palestinians and other countries.

The Palestinian Follow-up Committee 
for the National and Islamic Forces in the 
Gaza Strip said Pence’s visit to Israel “is a 
reflection of the American bias towards the 
Israeli occupation and its racist policies.”

It warned that the policies of  the US 
administration “will push the region towards 
explosion and end any possibility for peace 
and stability in the Holy Land and the world 
at large.”

Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian Leg-
islative Council, who is also a senior Hamas 
leader, Ahmed Bahr, said Pence’s visit to 
Israel is not welcomed.

Ankara, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Turkey had given no guar-
antee to Russia or any other 
country that military opera-
tion will be limited to Syria’s 
Afrin, Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister Bekir Bozdag said on 
Monday.

Nobody has the right to 
impose limits on Turkey’s 
operation against the US-
backed Kurdish militia the 
People’s Protection Units 
(YPG), Xinhua quoted Bozd-
ag as saying.

Meanwhile, a Foreign 
Ministry official also rejected 
Russian media reports that 
the Turkish military operation 
along the Syrian border will be 
limited to Afrin.

Turkey has made no such 
commitment to Russia, the of-
ficial was quoted by state-run 
Anadolu Agency as saying.

“Turkey ’s  measures 
against the YPG cannot be 
limited to Afrin alone. There 
is also Manbij and east of the 
Euphrates River,” Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said in Vancouver, Canada 
last week.

Turkey on Saturday 
launched the operation dubbed 
as “ Operation Olive Branch” 
with intense air raids and shell-
ing seeking to oust from the 
Afrin region of northern Syria 
YPG, which Ankara consid-
ers a terror group affiliated to 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK).

It is Turkey’s second major 
incursion into Syria after the 
August 2016 Euphrates Shield 
Operation in an area to the 
east of Afrin against both the 
YPG and Islamic State (IS) 
terrorists.

Madrid, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Spanish Supreme Court 
Judge Pablo Llarena on 
Monday rejected a request 
by the Spanish state prosecu-
tor’s office for a European 
arrest warrant for exiled 
former Catalan leader Carles 
Puigdemont.

Puigdemont travelled 
from Belgium to Denmark 
on Monday to attend a con-
ference at a university, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Llanera argued that Pu-
igdemont’s visit to Den-
mark was a strategy for the 
former Catalan leader to be 
arrested in order to “force a 
context in which he would 
be able to delegate his vote 
as if  he was in the same 
situation as those who are 
currently at the disposition 
of this court and who have 
been provisionally denied 
their liberty.”

This is a reference to 
Puigdemont’s former dep-
uty Oriol Junqueras and 
the representatives in the 

Catalan regional assembly, 
Joaquim Form and Jordi 
Sanchez, who have been 
able to delegate their vote in 
the assembly elected on De-
cember 21, even though they 
are in prison facing charges 
of rebellion, sedition; while 
Junqueras faces trail for the 
misuse of public funds.

Llanera argued that Pu-
igdemont’s trip had “no oth-
er aim other than to provoke 
his arrest” to allow him to 
participate in the forthcom-
ing investiture debate.

Puigdemont has been in 
exile in Belgium since the 
start of November after leav-
ing Spain in the wake of the 
Catalan independence refer-
endum and unilateral decla-
ration of independence.

The Supreme Court had 
previously issued a Euro-
pean arrest warrant when 
he originally travelled to 
Belgium only to withdraw 
it because Belgium does not 
have a crime which is the 
exact equivalent of rebellion.

Yangon, Jan. 23 (IANS): Myanmar 
authorities said on Tuesday that they 
are ready to initiate a gradual repa-
triation of  Rohingya refugees from 
Bangladesh despite an announcement 
of delay by Dhaka due to incomplete 
preparations.

Speaking at a press conference 
in Nay Pyi Taw, Minister of  Social 
Welfare, Relief  and Resettlement Dr 
Win Myat Aye said Myanmar will 
receive the verified returnees at Taung 
Pyo Letwe and Nga Khu Ya recep-
tion centres. He said that the Hla Pho 
Kaung will be the transit camp for the 
returnees.

Asked that why no displaced peo-
ple were sent back yet from the Bang-
ladesh side on the designated Tuesday, 
the minister replied that coordination 
will continue with the other side’s 
working group on the repatriation proc-
ess for further action, Xinhua reported.

In accordance with the deal on the 
repatriation reached between the two 
countries on January 16, Myanmar 
and Bangladesh agreed to repatriate the 
refugees under a physical plan starting 
on Tuesday.

The crisis erupted on August 25 
following an attack by a Rohingya 
insurgent group that led to a violent 

response by the Myanmar Army 
in the state of  Rakhine, where it is 
calculated that around 1 million Ro-
hingyas lived.

Members of  the mostly Muslim 
minority community are not recog-
nised by Myanmar’s authorities, who 
consider them Bengali migrants, and 
refuse to grant them citizenship.

The UN and various human rights 
organisations have said there is clear 
evidence of rights abuses in Myanmar 
with the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights calling the Army’s op-
erations “ethnic cleansing” and saying 
there were indications of “genocide”.

Seoul, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
North Korea on Tues-
day criticized the burn-
ing of  its national flag 
and photos of  its leader 
Kim Jong-un during a 
protest rally against its 
planned participation 
in the upcoming Win-
ter Olympic Games in 
South Korea.

In an article published 
by the Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), 
Pyongyang accused South 
Korean conservatives 
of  unscrupulously “let-
ting out reckless remarks 
chilling the hardly-won 
atmosphere of improved 
inter-Korean relations”.

The article also ac-
cused leaders of  the far-
right Korean Patriots 
Party of  leading these 
acts that it described as 
“unforgivable atrocities”, 
Efe news reported.

It  also dismissed 
the accusations that the 
North agreed to partici-
pate in the Games to buy 
itself  time to complete 
its nuclear programme, 
disrupt the South Korea-
US alliance and find a 
way out of UN imposed 
economic sanctions.

S o u t h  K o r e a ’ s 
presidential office on 
Tuesday also released a 
statement seeking public 
support for North Ko-
rea’s participation in the 
PyeongChang Games 
and reiterated President 
Moon Jae-in’s position 
that it will bring about 
stability and peace on 
the Korean peninsula.

The statement urged 
that the North’s delega-
tion for the Games, which 
are scheduled to begin on 
February 9, be welcomed 
warmly into the country.

London, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Britain and the US some-
times forget about their own 
relationship as they focus 
on global issues, visiting US 
Secretary of State Rex Tiller-
son said on Monday.

Tillerson was in the Brit-
ish capital for talks with 
British Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson, with both 
men stressing the closeness 
of  the relationship, reports 
Xinhua. The two met at the 
Foreign Secretary’s official 
London residence in Carlton 
Gardens.

In what was seen as a 
gesture for both countries to 
keep an eye on their own bi-
lateral relationship described 
by Tillerson as enduring, 
the top US diplomat said: 
“We spend a lot of  time 
talking about the world’s 

United Nations, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
The UN has been accused of  
putting peacekeepers at risk 
through “lack of will, determina-
tion, and accountability” - in a 
scathing report that urged them 
to “not fear to use force when 
necessary”.

The report by a panel that 
looked into the rising fatalities in 
UN operations, and was released 
on Monday, said, “The blue hel-
met and the United Nations flag 
no longer offer ‘natural’ protec-
tion” and called for changes to 
adapt to the new threats.

In its most significant recom-
mendation, the report urged a 
vigorous and proactive approach 
to the use of force by peacekeepers 
when they face threats and criti-
cised some leaders and countries 
for being risk averse.

“Unfortunately, hostile forces 
do not understand a language 

other than force,” the report said. 
“To deter and repel attacks and to 
defeat attackers, the United Na-
tions needs to be strong and not 
fear to use force when necessary.”

Those who are risk averse 
when it comes to using force 
“have failed to understand pro-
jecting strength is more secure for 
uniformed and civilian person-
nel,” it said.

The panel appointed last year 
by Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres was headed by retired 
Brazilian Lieutenant General 
Carlos Alberto dos Santos Cruz, 
a veteran of UN operations.

The recommendations were 
accepted by the UN and its De-
partments of  Peacekeeping Op-
erations and Field Support an-
nounced a time-bound Action 
Plan to implement them.

The report said that since 2013 
the number of  casualties of  vio-

lent incidents have spiked, claim-
ing the lives of 195 peacekeepers. 
Seven of them were Indians killed 
in South Sudan. This was more 
than during any five-year period 
in history since peacekeeping op-
erations were launched in 1948, 
it noted.

In all 161 Indian peacekeepers 
have been killed in 49 missions.

“Fatalities are rising in United 
Nations peacekeeping operations 
because the United Nations and 
the Member States are failing to 
adapt and take measures needed 
to operate securely in dangerous 
environments,” the report said. 
“This indicates that a lack of will, 
determination, and accountability 
among the United Nations and 
Member States continues to put 
personnel at risk.”

The adversaries the peace-
keepers face, the nature of the con-
flicts and the conditions they have 

to operate in have changed very 
dramatically but UN and troop 
contributors have not adapted to 
them, the report said.

“Peacekeeping environments 
now feature armed groups, ter-
rorists, organised crime, street 
gangs, criminal and political ex-
ploitation, and other threats,” the 
report said.

“If the United Nations and T/
PCCs (troop and police contribut-
ing countries) do not change their 
mindset, take risks and show a 
willingness to face these new chal-
lenges, they will be consciously 
sending troops into harm’s way,” 
the report warned.

At the level of  framing the 
mandates and implementing 
them, the report criticised the 
“overstretched deployment with-
out a clear objective” spread over 
large geographic areas.

Armed groups are able to 

mount attacks on the long, slow 
supply convoys along roads in 
very bad conditions, it said. 
Some missions dedicate about 
90 per cent of  their operational 
capacity to escorting convoys, 
it added.

The panel criticised the peace-
keeping operations’ collection and 
use of intelligence. 

While they have the high-tech 
resources to gather intelligence, 
“they lack the basics, especially 
human intelligence, networks of  
informants, situational awareness, 
and capacity to communicate with 
the population,” the report said.

The report said that troops 
should not be sent into missions 
without the necessary equipment. 
In some missions critical gear like 
vehicles with protection against 
mines and specialised weapons 
and ammunition are lacking, it 
said.

problems, whether it’s North 
Korea, Syria, or Yemen, and 
sometimes we forget about 
the importance of our own 
relationship.”

Johnson described the 
relationship between the US 
and the UK as absolutely 
fundamental not only to 
diplomacy, but also to the 

economy.
“There are a million 

people who go to work in 
the United States every day 
who are employed by British 
companies, as there are 1.2 
million who go to work eve-
ry day in this country who 
are employed by American 
companies. 
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Singer Neil Diamond  
diagnosed with Parkinson’s

Perry, Klum celebrate Minnie 
Mouse’s Walk of Fame Star honour

Aziz Ansari’s date sounds 
consensual – Joel Mchale

No ban on ‘Padmaavat’, SC 
clears pan-India Jan. 25 release

My daughter is my latest project – Soha Ali

American-Cuban singer-songwriter Camila Cabello is the first woman 
in three years to top the Billboard 200 chart with her debut full-length 
album “Camila”. “Camila”, which released on January 12, landed 
the first position on the Billboard 200 chart since Meghan Trainor’s 
“Title” on January 31 in 2015, reports billboard.com. Billboard is a 
cult magazine for musicians worldwide. The “Havanna” singer, 20, 
also happens to be the youngest individual to debut at No. 1 with a 
full-length album since 2015, when a 16-year-old Shawn Mendes 
opened at the first position with “Handwritten” on May 2, 2015. 

Cabello’s ‘Camila’ tops 
Billboard music charts

G
rammy-winning singer-songwriter Neil 
Diamond has announced his retirement 
from touring due to his diagnosis of Par-
kinsons disease.

The third leg of Diamond’s 50th Anni-
versary tour, scheduled for Australia and New Zealand 
in March, has been cancelled based on a doc-
tors’ advice, reports variety.com.

Diamond will, however, plans to 
remain ac- tive in “writing, recording 
and other projects for a long time to 
come”, he said in a statement.

He will turn 77 on Wednes-
day. Four days later, he will 

be honoured at the Grammy 
Awards when the Record-
ing Academy presents him 
with its Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award.
“It is with great reluctance 

and disappointment that I 
announce my retirement from 

concert touring,” he said. 
“I have been so honoured to 

bring my shows to the public for the past 50 years. My 
sincerest apologies to everyone who purchased tickets 
and were planning to come to the upcoming shows.” 

The singer has numbers like “Sweet Caroline”, 
“Shiro” and “Songs of life” to his credit.

IANS

C
artoon char-
acter Minnie 
Mouse has got 
her own star on 
the Hollywood 

Walk of Fame. Singer Katy 
Perry and supermodel 
Heidi Klum wore polka dots 
to celebrate the milestone.

The Disney character 
was honoured with the 
2,627th star in front of El 
Capitan Theatre here on 
Monday, reports aceshow-
biz.com. Minnie’s partner 
Mickey Mouse as well as 
Disney Chairman and CEO 
Bob Iger also attended the 
ceremony. 

Perry wore a custom 
dress and hat by Christian 
Siriano for the special oc-
casion. She playfully said as 
she began her presenter’s 
speech, “Who wore it best, 
who wore it best?”

Minnie greeted the 
“Dark Horse” hitmaker 
with a smile and exchanged 
a welcome kiss with the 
singer on the podium. 

Klum, meanwhile, 
opted for a black polka dot 
dress, which she acces-
sorised with a mouse ear 
headband.  The honour 
came 40 years after Mickey 

Mouse received his star in 
1978 and became the first 
cartoon character to get a 
star. This year marks the 
90th anniversary of the 
“official First Lady of Walt 
Disney Company” in enter-
tainment since first being 
created in 1928. 

“I’m so grateful and I 
want to thank all my friends 
from around the world. And 
Mickey, I’m so happy you’re 
here to share this wonder-
ful day with me,” Minnie 
Mouse said in her speech. 

Minnie added: “This re-
ally is the best day ever!” 

Perry said of the cartoon 
character: “It’s always so 
comforting to see her face. 
Seeing Minnie is like return-
ing home. It is a special skill 
to bring joy to so many and 
she does it with an effortless 
bat of a lash.” 

IANS

A
ctor Joel McHale has de-
fended fellow comedian 
and actor Aziz Ansari, 
who has been accused of 
sexual misconduct. He 

says the episode seems consensual 
to him.

Ansari failed to make an ap-
pearance at the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards on Sunday after being 
accused of “repeatedly cajoling” a 
woman into performing sex acts 
following a date.

McHale, 46, who is in Park 
City, Utah, for the Sundance Film 

Festival, came out in support of 
Ansari, reports dailymail.co.uk.

He told TMZ: “It sounds like 
it was consensual. The #MeToo 

movement is tremendous and is 
awesome and needs to continue 

forever. But if someone had a bad 
date, it’s a bad date.

“People will read just the name and 
just the accusation and they don’t find 
out anything more than that. That’s the 

problem.”
“Master of None” star Ansari has 

denied the allegations made against him 
by a 23-year-old woman who detailed her 
claims to women’s website Babe.

After a date in New York, the unidenti-

T
he Supreme Court on 
Tuesday asked all states to 
comply with its order not 
to stand in the way of the 
release of controversial 

film “Padmaavat” as it dismissed 
last ditch efforts by Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh governments to 
block its January 25 release.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said: 
“People must understand that the 
Supreme Court has passed an order 
and it must be complied with.”

“Our order is to be complied 
with by one and all. A few hundred 
people come on the street and 
create a law and order situation 
demanding ban. That can’t be ac-
cepted,” Misra said.

“You can advise them not to 
watch the movie if they don’t like it. 
We will not modify our order,” the 
Chief Justice told Additional Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta, who tried 
to flag the law and order situation 

as a ground for blocking release of 
the film.

The court also dismissed a plea 
by Akhil Bharatiya Karni Mahas-
angh, saying: “We are not inclined to 
modify order” -- clearing the decks 
for the release of the Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali directorial.

Admitting that maintaining law 
and order was the state’s obligation, 
Mehta appearing for the Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh governments 
urged the court to appreciate the 
ground situation and threat to 
breach of peace.

“You can’t make virtue of creat-
ing trouble. You can’t first create 
trouble and then make a virtue of it,” 
said Justice Chandrachud. 

Seeking clarification, Mehta said 
a situation could arise where after 
the release of the film, there could 
be trouble in some parts.

“Let the state honour this order. 
Rest we will deal with when it comes 
to it,” Justice Khanwilkar said.

IANS
A

ctress-pro-
ducer Naomi 
Watts paid 
a tribute to 
former boy-

friend Heath Ledger on 
the 10th anniversary of 
his death.

The actress, who dated 
Ledger from 2002 to 2004, 
shared a photo of the late ac-
tor, taken by Naomi’s brother, 
photographer Ben Watts, on 
Instagram on Monday, reports 
people.com.

“Thinking about this 
beautiful soul today. 10 years 
ago he left this world. He was 
a true original. Heart always 
on his sleeve, with the most 
powerful charisma, strength, 
humour and talent. I will never 
forget his gentle spirit. Heath 
Ledger,” Watts, 49, captioned it.

When they separated, Ledger 
dated Michelle Williams after 
meeting her on the sets of their 
2005 film “Brokeback Mountain” and 
welcomed their daughter Matilda 
in October 2005. They separated in 
September 2007.

Watts moved on with actor Liev 
Schreiber, whom she dated for 11 
years before breaking up in Septem-
ber 2016.

IANS

B
ollywood star 
Akshay Kumar, 
awaiting the 
release of “Pad 
Man”, believes 

good causes must be sup-
ported irrespective of one’s 
political aspirations.

The actor made the 
comment on Twitter when 
a user pointed out how 
Akshay was making his 
“political associations and 
aspirations so obvious” 
with “Pad Man”, which 
revolves around the topic 
of menstrual hygiene. 

“A good cause like 
menstrual hygiene needs 
to be supported regardless 

of the political association 
or aspiration,” tweeted 
Akshay, who highlighted 
the need of eradication of 
open defecation in his film 
“Toilet: Ek Prem Katha”.

Directed by R. Balki, 
“Pad Man” is based on the 
life of Arunachalam Muru-
ganantham, a Tamil Nadu-
based social activist who 
revolutionised the concept 
of menstrual hygiene in 
rural India by creating a 
low-cost machine to make 
sanitary napkins.

“Padman” 
stars Akshay 
as Murugu-
nathan, while 

Radhika Apte plays his 
wife. Actor Sonam Kapoor 
will also be seen in a 
special role in the 
movie which will 
hit the screens on 
February 9.

IANS

Regardless of political aspiration, good 
causes must be supported – Akshay 

Watts 
remembers 
‘beautiful 
soul’ 
Ledger 
on 10th 
death 
anniversary

fied woman claimed Ansari performed oral 
sex on her and then asked her to reciprocate, 
which she did. And he continued to be inti-
mate with her, she said.

Ansari issued a firm denial, saying 
everything that happened that evening was 
consensual.

IANS

A
ctress Soha Ali Khan says her daughter 
is taking most of her time and she is 
enjoying the phase.

Soha, who mesmerized the audi-
ence as the showstopper for designer 

Neeta Lulla at Delhi Times Fashion Week, says her 
daughter was her latest project.

“I think everyone keeps asking what my next 
project is. I think project Inaaya is taking up most 
of my time right now and quiet happily so,” she 
said.

Asked about the values she would want to in-
still in her daughter, the actor said, “I want Inaaya 
to be her own person. I would like her to have open 
communication with me. Things like integrity, 
trust, loyalty, being kind to others, are some of the 
things I would like to see in her.”

Soha was seen in films like “Saheb, Biwi Aur 
Gangster Returns”, “Saheb, Biwi Aur Gangster 3”, 
“31st October” and “War Chod Na Yaar”.

IANS
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Wilson Kipsang

James Harden scored a team-high 28 points for the Houston Rockets 
in a 99-90 victory over the Miami Heat in a ba le of first-place NBA 
teams.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan and Alexis Sanchez 

Iranian Bahareh Sassani one of just a handful of female skydivers in her deeply conserva ve homeland.

11

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah, second le , has a shot on goal during the English Premier League soccer match against Swansea City at the 
Liberty Stadium, in Swansea, Wales on Mon.

AP/PTI

United sign Sanchez from Arsenal 
in swap deal for Mkhitaryan

Iranian woman skydiver looks 
to break down stereotypes

Kenya’s Kipsang aims to 
defend Tokyo marathon title

Figure skating: Two Russians 
barred from Olympics

EPL: Battling Swansea shock Liverpool

Rockets’ juggernaut continues to roll over top teams

Manchester (England), 
Jan. 23 (Reuters): Man-
chester United signed Chile 
forward Alexis Sanchez 
from Arsenal in a swap 
deal with midfielder Hen-
rikh Mkhitaryan after a 
protracted transfer saga 
finally ended on Monday.

The 29-year-old San-
chez, who was out of  con-
tract at Arsenal at the end 
of  the season, has joined 
the Old Trafford club after 
local rivals Manchester 
City had pulled out of  the 
race.

British media reported 
that Sanchez, who will 
wear United’s iconic No. 
7 shirt, has joined the club 
on a 4-1/2-year deal, while 
Arsenal announced that 
Armenia captain Mkhi-
taryan, who turned 29 on 
Sunday, had signed a long-
term contract.

Sanchez said: ”I am 
thrilled to be joining the 
biggest club in the world. 
The chance to play in this 
historic stadium and to 
work with Jose Mourinho 
was something I could not 
turn down.

“I am very proud to be 
the first Chilean player ever 
to play for United’s first 
team and I hope I can show 
our fans all around the 
world why the club wanted 
to bring me here.”

Sanchez missed Arse-
nal’s 4-1 win over Crystal 

Palace on Saturday to have 
a medical in Manchester 
on Sunday.

He would have been 
available on a free transfer 
when his contract expired 
in four months’ time but 
once City baulked at the 
amount of  money involved 
in a mid-season deal, Unit-
ed manager Mourinho 
urged his club to step in.
World class
“Alexis is one of  the best at-
tacking players in the world 
and he will complete our 
very young and talented 
group of  attacking play-
ers,” said Mourinho.

“He will bring his am-
bition, drive and personal-
ity - qualities that make a 

Manchester United player 
and a player that makes 
the team stronger and the 
supporters proud of  their 
club’s dimension and pres-
tige.”

United are second in 
the domestic standings, 12 
points behind Manchester 
City, and will hope San-
chez can help them cut the 
gap on their neighbours 
whilst also helping them 
progress in the Champions 
League, where they face 
Sevilla in the last 16.

Sanchez almost joined 
City at the end of  the Au-
gust transfer window but 
that deal fell through as 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger was unable to sign 

a replacement in time.
He scored 80 goals in 

166 appearances after the 
London club paid 35 mil-
lion pounds ($48.83 mil-
lion) for him in July 2014, 
and won the FA Cup in 
2015 and 2017, scoring in 
both finals.

Missing out on the 
Champions League this 
season was a bitter disap-
pointment, however, fol-
lowed by another blow 
when Chile failed to qualify 
for this year’s World Cup 
finals.

A move to either of  the 
Manchester clubs became 
a preferable option to sign-
ing a new contract. Arse-
nal wanted Mkhitaryan 

Tehran, Jan. 23 (AFP): For Iranian para-
chuting enthusiast Bahareh Sassani, skydiv-
ing is “a way to prove that women are just 
as capable as men” -- a small step from a big 
height for women’s equality in her country.

The 35-year-old accountant has been 
skydiving less than two years but already 
has more than 220 jumps under her belt.

“I encourage all women to try this ex-
perience. It gives you the feeling you can do 
whatever you want. Women should not be 
excluded from anything,” she said.

Sassani -- one of  just a handful of  fe-
male skydivers in her deeply conservative 
homeland -- refuses to describe herself  as 
a “feminist”.

But her motto is firmly “there is no 
difference between men and women and 
a woman can do anything she wants and 
succeed”.

That still runs against the grain of  
Iranian society, where women have had a 
lower legal status than men since the Is-
lamic revolution of 1979 even if  they have 
battled to stay equal in daily life.

Her favourite pastime is still very much 
the preserve of men in Iran -- made more 
complicated by the fact there is no parachut-
ing club so she must do it with the army.

“When they organise jumps, the army 
invites everyone, including civilians,” she 
explained.
Liberating
There were a handful of women parachut-
ists in pre-revolutionary Iran: archived im-
ages published recently by the ISNA news 
agency showed the first four female army 
skydivers from 1965.

But today, women are not permitted to 

join the army.
The police has an elite unit that does 

some parachuting practice, but Sassani says 
she knows only five other qualified women 
from the civilian population.

Unlike her friends who chose to buy a 
car, clothes or jewellery with their first pay 
cheques or savings, Sassani said she opted 
instead to invest in parachuting, despite the 
adventurous sport being a male bastion in 
Iran.

At the start, her motivation for taking up 
skydiving was to combat a fear of heights, 
she said. But now she loves the sense of  
liberation from everyday cares that it gives 
her, she added.

Male reactions can be rather extreme 
though, she says.

“Men often avoid women like me, 
thinking we aren’t made for marriage 
because we are uncontrollable,” she said, 
bursting into laughter.

“But a small number do show an inter-
est in what I’m doing.”

It can also generate interest abroad, said 
Sassani, who has jumped in Russia, Kenya, 
Thailand and the UAE.

“Even abroad, when I skydive, people 
are surprised. They think there are a lot of  
restrictions in Iran, but I explain to them 
that there are women doing motocross, fly-
ing planes and, yes, parachuting,” she said.

A recent photo did the rounds in the 
Iranian media, showing Sassani jumping 
with an Iranian flag.

“I meet lots of  cultures and beliefs 
abroad, but I’m a patriot and I love doing 
jumps in Iran more than anything,” she 
adds.

Swansea, Jan. 23 (PTI/
AFP): Liverpool’s progress 
towards securing a Champi-
ons League spot was halted 
by the Premier League’s 
bottom club and a single 
goal by Alfie Mawson yes-
terday as Liverpool’s defen-
sive frailties returned.

Jurgen Klopp’s side, 
with 75 million centre-back 
Virgil van Dijk making his 
away debut, were seeking to 
extend their unbeaten run to 
19 matches and draw level 
on points with third-placed 
Chelsea.

But fresh from dramati-
cally ending Manchester 
City’s unbeaten run, the 
Reds ran into a determined 
Swansea side desperate to 
close the gap on the strug-
glers above them.

Despite laying siege to 
the Swansea goal, Klopp’s 
side were unable to find 
the net and Roberto Fir-
mino struck the post with a 
header in the dying seconds.

The defeat snapped Liv-
erpool’s unbeaten 14-match 
run in the Premier League 
dating back to October and 
old, familiar defensive fail-
ings were laid bare despite 
Van Dijk’s arrival.
Wasteful Liverpool
Swansea took the lead 
against the run of  play 
just before half-time when 
Mawson swept the ball in 
from a corner after Van Dijk 
failed to head clear.

The ball struck Swansea 
captain Federico Fernandez 
and Mawson swivelled to 
shoot past Liverpool keeper 

Los Angeles,  Jan. 23 
(AFP):  The  Hous ton 
Rockets aren’t the type 
of  team to rest on their 
laurels.

Just two days after 
beating the reigning league 
champion Golden State 
Warriors, Houston quick-
ly refocused on Monday 
night with a 99-90 victory 
over the Miami Heat in a 
battle of  first-place NBA 
teams.

James Harden scored a 
team-high 28 points while 
Chris Paul had 16, six 
rebounds and six assists 
for the Rockets, who are 
blasting through one of  the 
toughest stretches of  their 
season.

“We got to win games 
like that,” Harden said. “I 
think they only had seven 
threes all night.

“We buckled down and 
took away the paint. Made 
them make tough shots 
over us.”

Eric  Gordon came 
off  the bench to score 16 
points and Clint Capela 
delivered 14 for the Rock-
ets, who won for the first 

time when scoring under 
100 points in a game.

Hassan Whiteside led 
the Southeast Division-
leading Heat  with 22 
points and 13 rebounds, 
while Josh Richardson 
finished with 12 in the 
loss in front of  a crowd of  
18,050 at the Toyota Cen-
ter arena.

The Rockets, who are 
first in the Southwest Di-
vision, improved to 33-12 
on the season by overcom-
ing a sizeable early deficit 
against the Heat.

Their last three wins 
have all come over first-
place teams, Golden State, 
Miami and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves.

Houston welcomed 
both Trevor Ariza and 
Gerald Green back to their 
rotation after they served 
suspensions for trying to 
get into the Los Angeles 
Clippers’ locker room fol-
lowing a physical game at 
Staples Center arena.

M o n d ay ’s  c o n t e s t 
marked the first time in 
a while that the Rockets 
were fully healthy and 

in exchange and he was 
delighted to join the Lon-
don club.
Complete player
M k h i t a r y a n  h a d  a n 
18-month spell at Old Traf-
ford in which he made 39 
league appearances but 
scored only five goals.
     He did score when Unit-
ed won last year’s Europa 
League final and will aim 
to help Arsenal progress 
from the last 32 in that 
competition.

“I’m very happy that 
we could finish this deal 
and I’m very happy to be 
here. It’s a dream come 
true because I’ve always 
dreamed of  playing for 
Arsenal. Now that I’m 
here, I’ll do my best for this 
club to create history,” said 
Mkhitaryan.

Wenger, whose side are 
sixth but hope for a top four 
finish, added: “Henrikh 
is a very complete player. 
He creates chances, he de-
fends well, he can absorb 
distances and he’s very 
committed as well. I must 
say he’s a player who has 
all the attributes.”

Mkhitaryan, who Brit-
ish media said had signed a 
3-1/2 year contract at The 
Emirates, was a regular in 
United’s first XI at the start 
of  this season but fell out 
of  favour under Mourinho 
and had started only one of  
their past 13 league games.  

the hope now is they can 
continue to find the right 
chemistry with all their 
injured and suspended 
players back in the lineup.

“We finally got all our 
guys healthy,” Harden 
said. “We got guys that 
can play a lot of  minutes 
with a lot of  energy.”

The short-handed Heat 
have also ramped up the 
tenacity in their play of  
late as they were coming 
off  a 106-105 win over the 
Charlotte Hornets.

Hous ton’s  Harden 
nailed a three pointer with 
about three minutes left in 
the fourth to bust open a 
close game.

The Rockets then went 
on a 7-2 run to make it 
95-90 with 38 seconds re-
maining.

The Heat led by double 
digits at halftime and kept 
it close down the stretch.
Sun rises without Kidd
E l s ew h e r e,  M a l c o l m 
Brogdon scored a career-
high 32 points as the Mil-

Moscow, Jan. 23 (Re-
uters):  Russian figure 
skater Ksenia Stolbova 
and ice dancer Ivan Bukin 
will not be allowed to 
take part in next month’s 
Olympic Games, the Rus-
sian Figure Skating Fed-
eration said on Tuesday, 
citing a directive from the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC).

“The unfounded and 
absurd  dec is ion once 
again demonstrates the 
IOC’s inability to eschew 
external inf luences on 
its decision-making,” the 
federation said in a state-
ment. The federation is 
poised to “immediately 
start fighting to restore a 
fair attitude toward Rus-
sian figure skaters and 
defend the honour and 
dignity of  our athletes in 
all possible ways”.

The news came hours 
after the Russian Olympic 
Committee announced 
that shor t-track speed 
skater Viktor Ahn, biath-

lete Anton Shipulin and 
cross-country skier Sergei 
Ustyugov were not in the 
pool of  Russian athletes 
eligible to compete at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics.

T h e  I O C  b a n n e d 
Russia last month from 
Pyeongchang over “sys-
tematic manipulation” of  
the anti-doping system at 
the 2014 Sochi Games, 
but left the door open to 
athletes with no history 
of  doping to compete as 
“Olympic Athletes from 
Russia”.

Stolbova and partner 
Fedor Klimov, who won 
silver in the pairs and gold 
in the team event in Sochi, 
took silver at the Euro-
pean championships in 
Moscow last week.

Stolbova could not im-
mediately be reached for 
comment.

Bukin, who competes 
in ice dance with partner 
Alexandra Stepanova, 
won a European bronze 
medal this month.

Nairobi, Jan. 23 (IANS): 
Defending Champion Wil-
son Kipsang of Kenya aims 
to run faster and break the 
world record on his return 
to the Tokyo marathon on 
February 25.

In the women’s race, 
Helah Kiprop and Purity 
Rionoripo will face stiff  
challenges from Ethiopians 
Shure Demise, Ruti Aga 
and Birhane Dibaba while 
Anna Hahner (Germany) 
and Amy Cragg (US) are 
also in the line-up, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Former world 5,000 me-
tre champion Meseret Defar 
will also be launching her 
marathon career after retir-
ing from the track.

Last year,  Kipsang 
missed out on the world 
record (2:02:57) but still ran 
the fastest time ever on Japa-
nese soil to win the Tokyo 
Marathon in two hours, 
three minutes and 58 sec-
onds. Now the Kenyan, 36, 
will make a second attempt 

waukee Bucks defeated the 
Phoenix Suns 109-105 just 
hours after sacking head 
coach Jason Kidd.

Kidd was replaced by 
assistant coach Joe Prunty 
who was promoted to in-
terim head coach until a 
full-time replacement can 
be found.

Khris Middleton, who 
scored a team-high 35 
points, had high praise for 
his former coach.

“It’s tough for me,” 
Middleton said. “He took 
my game to another level. 
He took this team to a 
whole other level. Today 
was a tough day.”

A Bucks statement 
paid tribute to Kidd’s work 
in helping the team reach 
two playoff  appearances 
soon after his appointment 
in 2014.

H owe ve r,  g e n e r a l 
manager Jon Horst said 
the time had come for a 
change with the Bucks 
languishing in eighth place 
in the Eastern Conference 
standings at 23-22.

“We appreciate every-
thing that Jason has done 

for the Bucks organiza-
tion, but we have decid-
ed to make a coaching 
change,” Horst said.

“We believe that a fresh 
approach and a change 
in leadership are needed 
to continue elevating our 
talented team towards the 
next level, bringing us clos-
er to our goal of  compet-
ing for championships.”

Kidd, an NBA cham-
pion as a player with the 
Dallas Mavericks in 2011 
and a 10-time NBA All-
Star pick, helped steer the 
Bucks to the playoffs in his 
first season in charge.

Under Kidd, the Bucks 
had  a  regu la r - season 
record of  139-152 and 
reached the first round 
of  the NBA playoffs in 
the 2014-15 and 2016-17 
seasons.

In Dallas, Harrison 
Barnes had 20 points and 
10 rebounds, rookie Den-
nis Smith scored 17 and 
the Dallas Mavericks fin-
ished a season sweep of  
playoff-contending Wash-
ington, beating the Wiz-
ards 98-75.   

Loris Karius.
It was exactly the kind 

of  soft goal that Liverpool 
manager Klopp thought 
he had found the solution 
to with the purchase of the 
towering Dutchman.

In contrast to their clini-
cal performance against 
City at Anfield, Liverpool 
were wasteful and guilty of  
missing a number of  first-
half  chances.

Sadio Mane and leading 
goalscorer Mo Salah both 
volleyed wide before the 
break and Van Dijk flashed 
a header just wide of  the 
post.

Liverpool kept pressing 
in the second half, but either 
found their strikers lacking 
or else discovered Lukasz 
Fabianski in inspired form 
in the Swansea goal. He 
first denied Salah when he 
tipped over the Egyptian’s 
free kick with an acrobatic 
save on the hour mark.

Then, Fabianski dived 
low to deny Liverpool sub-
stitute Danny Ings late on.

The goal came was a 
throwback to the type of  
problems Liverpool have 
suffered under Klopp.

Liverpool dealt with one 
corner, but conceded a sec-

ond and from that kick the 
Swans took their unlikely 
lead through Mawson, leav-
ing Klopp looking aghast. 
It was not just Klopp who 
was rattled as Liverpool pair 
Andrew Robertson and Joel 
Matip were shown yellow 
cards in quck succession.

Robertson was booked 
for hacking at Ayew as he 
lay over the ball after a foul 
and then Matip went for 
scything down Lucas.

Salah then put the ball 
on a plate for Mane with the 
last move of the half, but the 
striker volleyed wide from a 
tight angle.

Liverpool continued 
to surge forward after the 
break, but Swansea showed 
their new-found discipline 
under Carvalhal.

A great saving tackle 
by Kyle Naughton denied 
Robertson, before the Liv-
erpool full-back cut a beau-
tifully inviting ball into the 
box for no takers. On the 
hour mark, Salah struck 
a sweet free-kick from the 
edge of the box that looked 
to be dipping under the 
Swansea bar.

But Pole Fabianski was 
equal to it as he tipped the 
ball over at full stretch.

to break his compatriot Den-
nis Kimetto’s world record.

Kipsang is one of  the 
most accomplished mara-
thon runners from Kenya 
and holds a best time of  
2:03:13, which he attained 
in 2016 in Berlin.

“My focus is on Tokyo 
race. I am out on a mission 
and today I had the oppor-
tunity to train with Adidas 
runners in Japan and shared 
few tips on how to run fast-
er,” said Kipsang, who is in 
Tokyo to promote the race.

After his win in Tokyo 

last year, Kipsang dropped 
out of the Berlin marathon, 
but recovered to finish sec-
ond at the New York mara-
thon.

Tokyo marathon Race 
Director Tadaaki Hayano, 
said he has assembled a top 
class elite field.

Kipsang will be running 
the Tokyo Marathon for the 
second year in a row. Last 
year, he passed half  way 
point in 1:01:22 and was at 
the world record pace until 
30km.

Kipsang’s main competi-
tion is Tesfaye Abera from 
Ethiopia whose best time is 
2:04:24.

There is also Feyisa Li-
lesa, the Olympic marathon 
silver medallist and Dick-
son Chumba (Kenya), who 
stayed with Kipsang until 
35km last year.

Japanese runners will be 
targeting to win and chal-
lenge the 2:07:19 time re-
corded by Suguru Osako in 
Fukuoka Marathon.



India's captain Virat Kohli during a prac ce session.

Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, walks from Croa a's Marin Cilic a er he withdrew injured from their 
quarterfinal at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Tue.

Players of Lajong FC seen during prac ce session at the Khuman Lampak Stadium in Imphal on Tue.

Barcelona’s Messi, right, celebrates with teammate Suarez a er scor-
ing against Be s during the La Liga soccer match at the Villamarin 
stadium, in Seville, Spain on Jan. 21.
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Injured Nadal out of Australian Shillong Lajong to go up 
against host Neroca FC

U-23 cricket: Nagaland beat 
Meghalaya by six wickets

Manchester United top 
world football money list

Without Neymar, Messi and Suarez keeps Barcelona thriving

3rd Test: Outplayed India pray to avoid series whitewash against SA

Melbourne, Jan. 23 (AP): 
An injured and visibly 
struggling Rafael Nadal 
retired while trailing in the 
fifth set of  his Australian 
Open quarterfinal match 
against Marin Cilic.

Top-ranked Nadal 
saved five break points in 
the last game before Cilic 
broke his serve, then Nadal 
went to shake hands with 
the umpire and his oppo-
nent, and angrily hurled his 
headband into his equip-
ment bag.

No. 6-seeded Cilic ad-
vanced to his first semifinal 
in Australia since 2010 with 
a score of 3-6, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 
6-2, 2-0, retired.

Cilic, the 2014 U.S. 
Open champion, will next 
play No. 49-ranked Kyle 
Edmund, who earlier beat 
No. 3-ranked Grigor Dimi-
trov 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach a Grand Slam semi-
final for the first time.

"Really unfortunate for 
Rafa. He is an unbelievable 
competitor," Cilic said. "Al-
ways gives his best and it's 
very unfortunate for him to 
finish this way."

It was only the second 
time Nadal had retired dur-
ing a Grand Slam match 
- the last time was also an 
Australian Open quarterfi-
nal, in 2010 against Andy 
Murray.

On Tuesday night, he 
needed a medical timeout 
after going down 4-1 in 
the fourth set, getting treat-
ment on his upper right leg 
and hip.

Nadal returned but was 
clearly bothered by the in-
jury, limping and trying to 
stretch between points.

He called the trainer 
again after the fourth set, 
and lasted only two more 
games before finishing the 
3-hour, 47-minute match.

London, Jan. 23 (Re-
uters): Manchester United 
(MANU.N) have retained 
their position as the highest 
revenue-generating soccer 
club in the world, edging 
out Spain’s Real Madrid by 
the narrowest margin ever 
between the top two.

The Premier League 
club topped the Deloitte 
Football Money League 
for the 10th time by 
posting a revenue for the 
2016-17 season of 676.3 
million euros ($827.25 
million), 1.7 million eu-
ros more than the reign-
ing European champions.

Barcelona were third on 
648.3 million euros.

The combined revenue 
for the top 20 highest-earn-
ing clubs rose by six per cent 
to a record 7.9 billion euros.

The top 20 was made 
up of 10 English clubs, who 
were boosted by the fact that 
2016-17 was the first sea-
son of the current Premier 
League broadcast rights 
deal.

The remaining 10 clubs 
comprised of  three each 
from Spain, Germany and 
Italy and one from France. 
Seven-time European cham-
pions AC Milan dropped 
out of the top 20 for the first 
time.

The 44.5 million euros 

United received from UEFA 
for their victory over Ajax 
Amsterdam in the 2017 
Europa League final was 
crucial to retaining their 
number one status, although 
broad- cast 
r e v -

enue is now 
the largest individual rev-
enue stream for the top 20, 
accounting for 45 per cent.

Dan Jones, partner in 
the Sports Business Group 
at Deloitte, said: ”United’s 
ability to retain first position 
is all the more impressive 
against the backdrop of the 
weakened pound against 
the euro, and with both Real 
Madrid and FC Barcelona 
forecasting further revenue 
growth in 2017-18, the battle 
at the top will likely come 
down to on-pitch perfor-
mance again next year.

Madrid, Jan. 23 (AP): It 
turns out Barcelona had 
the solution to its problems 
right at home.

After starting the sea-
son surrounded by doubts 
following failed attempts 
to bring in a top player to 
replace Neymar, Barce-
lona showed it can do just 
fine regardless.

Lionel Messi and Luis 
Suarez proved they can 
get the job done by them-
selves, leading Barcelona 
to an impressive first half  
of  the season.

With the talented duo 
thriving, Barcelona be-
came the runaway leader 
in the Spanish league and 
stayed alive in the Champi-
ons League and the Copa 
del Rey.

Messi and Suarez have 
combined to score 34 goals 
in the Spanish league, 
more than the total tally of  
all but three other teams.

There was concern 
when Barcelona failed to 
sign Philippe Coutinho 
after Neymar left for Paris 

Cilic had only previ-
ously beaten Nadal once in 
their six previous matches 
- in their first match at Bei-
jing in 2009.

Nadal had a delayed 
start to the season because 
of  an injured right knee, 
but appeared to be in good 
form through the first four 
rounds. Now the 16-time 
major winner hasn't won 
back-to-back Australian 
Open quarterfinals since 
2008 and '09, the year he 
won his only title at Mel-
bourne Park.

His absence also means 
there's only one of  last 
year's finalists remaining 
in the tournament. Roger 
Federer, who beat Nadal in 
five sets last year, is playing 
Tomas Berdych in a quar-

terfinal on Wednesday.
Serena Williams didn't 

defend her title, deciding 
she hadn't had enough time 
to prepare following the 
birth of  her first child last 
September. Her older sister, 
Venus Williams, was beaten 
in the first round.

On top of that, six-time 
champion Novak Djokov-
ic was upset in the fourth 
round on Monday by Hy-
eon Chung.

There'll be a British 
man in the Australian Open 
semifinals for the seventh 
time in nine years, but it 
won't be Murray - who 
skipped the season-opening 
tournament to have surgery 
on his hip.

Edmund had never 
played in a major quarter-

final, had never won five 
consecutive matches at tour 
level, had lost both of  his 
previous matches against 
Dimitrov and had never 
beaten a top five player.

He checked all those 
boxes on Rod Laver Arena.

"I am loving it right 
now, just the way I'm play-
ing," Edmund said. "My 
first Grand Slam semifinal. 
First time I played on one 
of the biggest courts in the 
world. To beat a quality of  
player like Grigor. They're 
great feelings. So, yeah, I 
just try to enjoy it as much 
as possible."

After breaking Dimi-
trov's serve in the ninth 
game of the fourth set, Ed-
mund set up match point 
with an ace. Then he had 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): Neroca FC will 
host Shillong Lajong in the reverse fixture of  
the I-League North East Derby on Jan. 24 at 
the Khuman Lampak Stadium in Imphal, 
Manipur at 2 pm. The match will be telecast 
live on Star Sports 2/Star Sports 2 HD/
Hotstar App/Jio TV.

After collecting four points from three 
home games since the start of 2018, Shil-
long Lajong departed for three consecutive 
away matches. Despite having plenty of  
opportunities in the game, luck didn’t favour 
the Reds and went down by two goals to nil 
to Churchill Brothers on 19th January. The 
Goan outfit had lost the away fixture in Shil-
long by the same score line but held strong 
on home soil and eventually secured the vic-
tory. In their second of the three consecutive 
away trips, Lajong now face the challenge 
of Neroca FC on Wednesday and is eagerly 
hoping to return back to the winning form.

Lajong haven't scored in their last two 
fixtures and now going into the crucial stage 
of the season, the team has to deliver, start 
building the momentum as well as confi-
dence as a team. Daniel Odafin is expected 
to be back in the team after serving a one 
match suspension. Saihou made his debut 
for Lajong in the last match and narrowly 
missed scoring on his debut, after hitting the 
woodwork.

The Reds will hope the combination 
of Saihou, Koffi, Aiman and Samuel Lal-
muanpuia up front in attack will help the 
team secure a victory in Imphal. Lajong’s 
defence will also have to step up in the 
upcoming match after conceding 2 goals 
in the previous match. Speaking ahead of  
the game, Coach Alison Kharsyntiew said, 
“Three things which are very important for 
us now is to believe, have confidence and to 

keep improving on the training ground. This 
is how we've been preparing. Not just physi-
cally and tactically but also psychologically.”

He further said, “We have to stay focused 
and make more efforts from the first minute 
till the last. Every match that we have played 
we created many chances but could not 
convert. So we have to be more clinical in 
finishing.” “The best way to motivate the 
team is during the training sessions. We need 
to guide them, explain the errors and encour-
age them to strive for perfection. The most 
important thing is we need to stay together 
as a team and keep improving”, he added.  

Neroca won the away fixture with a 1-0 
margin against Lajong in Shillong on Dec. 
23 and the memories are very fresh in the 
minds of  the Lajong players. Lajong will 
need to give a solid performance in order to 
overcome Neroca who are currently in an 
impressive form.   The Manipur outfit is cur-
rently in the 2nd position with 21 points from 
10 matches and will be eyeing on maximum 
points from their home fixture.

Their highest margin victory was a 3-0 
away win against Gokulam Kerala on Dec. 
9. The only game they lost this season was in 
their first game against Minerva Punjab with 
a 2-1 margin on Dec. 1 and since then they 
have drawn three and won six.

Most recently they won against Aizawl 
FC by 2-1 with goals from Felix Odili Chidi 
and Nedo Turkovic and this will serve as 
a big morale booster for them going into 
Wed.’s Derby clash. Felix Chidi is their high-
est goal scorer at the moment with four goals 
and he will be a player to watch out.  

A positive result for Lajong on Wed. will 
give them a big push in the I-League stand-
ings and it will also help the team regain their 
winning form.

Johannesburg, Jan. 23 
(IANS): India will aim 
to avoid an embarrassing 
series whitewash and sal-
vage some pride when they 
meet a confident South 
Africa in the third and final 
Test match which starts at 
the Wanderers Stadium 
here on Wednesday.

In the first two Test 
matches, India were out-
played in every department 
of  the game. Skipper Virat 
Kohli also agreed that their 
opponents were way better. 

But in the upcoming 
match, India will like to 
turn the tables and like to 
finish the series on a posi-
tive note.

However, it will not be 
an easy job for the Indians. 
With the conditions and 
pitch favouring the hosts, 
the visitors may find it 
tough to survive the full 
five days. 

India could witness an 
archetypal South African 
wicket -- hard and dry with 
plenty of  bounce -- which 
often provides lots of  seam 
movement up front. 

to wait before a video chal-
lenge confirmed that Dimi-
trov's last shot - a floating 
backhand - was out.

"I just held my nerve in 
that last game and prayed 
that last ball would be out," 
Edmund said.

It was out. And so was 
Dimitrov, who lost a five-
set semifinal here last year 
to Nadal and had only just 
beaten Edmund two weeks 
ago at the Brisbane Inter-
national.

"There's no point for me 
to say what I did wrong - it's 
all about him right now," 
Dimitrov said, referring to 
Edmund. "Everything went 
his way today. It's hard to 
hide a disappointment. It 
hurts, and so it should."

The 23-year-old Ed-
mund, who had a first-
round upset over U.S. Open 
finalist Kevin Anderson, is 
now the center of attention 
for the tennis-loving British 
public.

"I know what it feels 
like to be Andy Murray the 
last eight years," said the 
No. 49-ranked Edmund. 
"It's probably the first time 
I've done well on my own, 
so there's more attention 
there. Of course you take it 
in stride."

Elise Mertens is facing 
a similar experience.

Mertens upset fourth-
seeded Elina Svitolina 6-4, 
6-0 to extend her winning 
streak to 10 matches, and 
became the first Belgian 
since Kim Clijsters in 2012 
to reach the semifinals here.

Mertens, who trains 
at Clijsters' academy, said: 
"Kim, thanks for watching. 
"I'm trying to be in your 
footsteps this week.

In the semis, she'll play 
either second-seeded Caro-
line Wozniacki or Carla 
Suarez Navarro.

Spinners could also 
play an important role on 
the fourth and fifth days, so 
the inclusion of  a tweaker 
could be helpful in the sec-
ond innings.

In the batting depart-
ment, apart from Kohli, 
all the other batsmen have 
totally failed to step up to 

the occasion. 
Some of them are guilty 

of  playing reckless shots -- 
which would have worked 
on a slow pitch -- in the first 
two Tests and coming into 
the third game, they will 
have got a measure of  the 
task ahead. 

The Indian team is full 

of  stroke-makers like Shi-
khar Dhawan, Virat Kohli, 
Rohit Sharma and Hardik 
Pandya. Their attitude of  
dominating the bowlers 
with a flurry of  strokes 
will not work in the third 
match. 

Instead, they must har-
ness the art of  controlling 

Dimapur, Jan. 23 (EMN): 
In the ongoing BCCI 
one  day  U-23  league 
cum knock-out tourna-
ment, Nagaland defeated 
Meghalaya by six wickets 
in the NE and Bihar zone 
at Patna today. Nagaland 
earlier won the first match 
against Sikkim by 201 
runs.

Nagaland after win-
ning the toss put Megha-
laya to bat.

Meghalaya were bun-
dled out for just 98 runs 
in a match which was re-
duced to 45 overs.

Nagaland over took 

the score in the 19th over 
losing only four wickets.

Score:
Meghalaya – 98 all out in 

41.2 overs.
Lakhan Singh - 27 and 

Bijon Dey 17 runs.
Tahmeed took wickets 
wickets for 16 runs in 9 

overs, Naghao took three 
wickets for 21 runs in 8 

overs.
Nagaland - 99 for four 

wickets in 19 overs.
Nadeem - 34 not out, 
Sedezahlie - 19 runs
Nagaland will next 

play against Manipur on 
Jan.27.

the South African pace 
quartet by curtailing their 
habit of  going after each 
and every delivery.

Calls for the inclusion 
of  Ajinkya Rahane, known 
for his quiet approach, in-
stead of  fellow Mumbaikar 
Rohit Sharma have grown 
over the last few days. 

It will not be a surprise 
if  either Lokesh Rahul or 
Rohit sit out, while Parthiv 
Patel may find himself  in 
the openers' slot.

In ther bowling depart-
ment, seamers Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Mohammed Shami 
and Hardik Pandya, along-
with lone spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin played 
sensibly but the fielding let 
them down.

On the other hand, 
South Africa will depend 
upon Dean Elgar, Hashim 
Amla, AB de Villiers and 
Faf  du Plessis to score the 
bulk of  their runs.

Rookie pacers Lungi 
Ngidi, who was the man 
of  the Match in the last 
game will be crucial once 

again along with Vernon 
Philander, Morne Morkel 
and Kagiso Rabada. Ke-
shav Maharaj will be the 
lone spinner for the hosts 
and may play a crucial role 
in the second innings.
The squads:
India: Murali Vijay, Shi-
khar Dhawan, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Virat Kohli (cap-
tain), Ajinkya Rahane, 
Rohit Sharma, Wriddhi-
man Saha (wicket-keeper), 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ra-
vindra Jadeja, Mohammed 
Shami, Ishant Sharma, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Parthiv 
Patel, Umesh Yadav, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Hardik 
Pandya, Lokesh Rahul.
South Africa: Faf  du 
Plessis (Captain), Hashim 
Amla, Temba Bavuma, 
Theunis de Bruyn, Quin-
ton de Kock (wicket-keep-
er), AB de Villiers, Dean 
Elgar, Keshav Maharaj, 
Aiden Markram, Morne 
Morkel, Chris Morris, An-
dile Phehlukwayo, Vernon 
Philander, Kagiso Rabada. 
Duanne Olivier, Lungi 
Ngidi.

Saint-Germain in the off-
season, but the duo took 
over the attacking respon-
sibility and made sure the 
team stayed highly com-
petitive despite not hav-
ing the extra forward. The 
Catalan club added young 
France forward Ousmane 
Dembele, but the France 
international got injured 
and hasn't been able to play 
much.

Messi has been on a 
level of  his own, leading 
the league in scoring with 
19 goals. He has scored 
nine times in his last 10 

games.
The Argentina forward 

had a mesmerizing per-
formance in Barcelona's 
5-0 rout at Real Betis on 
Sunday, scoring twice and 
being applauded by some 
of  the opposing fans.

''We are lucky to be able 
to see him play,'' Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde 
said. ''I suffered when I was 
on the other side, now I can 
enjoy it. It's a spectacle to 
be able to watch him. He is 
the best who will ever play.''

Messi's second goal on 
Sunday was one to admire, 

with the playmaker en-
tering the area and going 
past two defenders before 
calmly finding the net.

He also impressed late 
in the game by escaping 
from three defenders after 
being pressured near his 
own area, changing direc-
tion several times while 
coolly controlling the ball. 
He finished the play by 
putting the ball through 
the legs of  one of  the de-
fenders.

''He does something 
different in every game,'' 
Suarez said of  Messi. ''He 
was spectacular again. The 
fans who came to the sta-
dium were able to enjoy the 
best player in history.''

Suarez has also been 
impressive.

The Uruguay striker 
also scored twice against 
Betis, reaching 100 goals 
with Barcelona in 114 
matches. He is the league's 
second-best scorer with 15 
goals, and has found the 
net 10 times in his last eight 
matches.

His first goal on Sun-
day was a neat volley from 
inside the area, and the sec-
ond was a well-placed shot 
into the top corner after a 
set up by Messi.

Barcelona had been un-
beaten in 29 matches until 
a 1-0 loss at Espanyol in 
the quarterfinals of  Copa 
del Rey last week, when 
Messi failed to convert a 
penalty kick in a rare miss. 
Suarez began that game on 
the bench. The second leg 
is Thursday at Camp Nou, 
when the duo is expected 
to play from the start.

Mess i  and  Suarez 
helped Barcelona open an 
11-point lead at the start of  
second half  of  the Spanish 
league, its biggest advan-
tage after 20 matches since 
the 2008-09 season.

B a r c e l o n a  h a s  a 
19-point lead over defend-
ing champion Real Ma-
drid, which it beat 3-0 at 
Santiago Bernabeu Sta-
dium late last year with 
Messi and Suarez each 
scoring once.

“With all three clubs 
through to the Round of 16 
of  the UEFA Champions 
League, it may be as simple 
as the club that goes furthest 
in the competition will have 
the best chance of topping 
the Money League next 
year.”

Big movers include 
f o r m e r  P r e m i e r 
League champions 
Leicester City, who 
climbed from 20th 
last year to 14th, and 
Southampton, who 
enter the top 20 for 

the first time in 18th 
position. Both were 
boosted by playing in 

European competitions 
last season.

Elsewhere, Inter Mi-
lan climbed four places to 
15th thanks largely to com-
mercial growth following 
their takeover by Chinese 
company Suning Holdings 
Group.


