
TR Zeliang and his colleagues along with government officials at the foundation stone dedication 
ceremony at Zion Hospital junction on Jan 17.
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Dr. Nepuni Athikho (second from left) of the CIHSR's Palliative Care Centre with nurses and 
personnel of the medical institution, which renders palliative care. 
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NDPP leaders led by President Mr. Chingwang Konyak and Working President Mr. Alemtemshi Jamir 
seen with Member of Parliament Mr. Neiphiu Rio after the formal joining of the MP into the NDPP.
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Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The rumblings within the 
Naga People's Front (NPF) 
finally erupted into the open 
on Wed. when former chief 
minister and current Mem-
ber of Parliament (Lok Sab-
ha) Neiphiu Rio tendered his 
resignation from the party 
and joined the National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) at Dimapur.

A press note from the 
NDPP has stated that the 
party's senior members led 
by President Chingwang 
and Working President Ale-
mtemshi Jamir met with the 
MP at the latters residence in 
Dimapur and requested him 
to formally join the NDPP, 
which was accepted by the 
MP. 

"The NDPP appealed 
to the honourable MP to 
formally join the NDPP 
and lead the party in the 

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS):  
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednesday ap-
proved the Coordination 
Committee for the upcom-
ing assembly elections in 
Nagaland, which are expect-
ed to be held in February or 
March this year.

All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) Secretary 
General Incharge of the state 
C.P. Joshi, Nagaland Con-
gress President K. Theire 
and former Chief Minister 
K.L. Chishi are on the eight-
member committee that is 
tasked with ensuring better 
coordination among various 
leaders.

Other members are Sec-
retary Incharge of the state 
K. Jayakumar, Vice Chair-
man of AICC's Minority 
Department Anil Thomas, 
former Minister of Assam 
Pradyut Bordoloi, former 
Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) leader in the Naga-
land Assembly I. Imkong 
and former MLA Lanpha 
Konyak.

Gandhi also approved 
a three-member group in-
cluding MLA Imo Singh to 
assist the General Secretary 
Incharge of Tripura for the 
upcoming assembly elec-
tions in that state.

‘Department  requires  more manpower,  support  f rom government  and people’ 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 08°

Agartala 24° 11°

Gangtok 17° 03°

Guwahati 24° 12°

Imphal 21° 08°

Itanagar 21° 10°

Shillong 17° 05°

Delhi 23° 07°

Kolkata 23° 10°

Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 05°
DIMAPUR 24° 13°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 58%
DIMAPUR Nil 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

But what is happiness 
except the simple 

harmony between a 
man and the life he 

leads? 
~ Albert Camus

Mirror Takes

"Oi what solution, solution! 
Election is already here... start 
supporting the fighters or else 

we'll lose"

~ Arien

Services provided by the CIHSR Palliative Care department 
•	 Palliative	care	counselling.
•	 Breaking	bad	news.
•	 Pain	management.
•	 End	of	life	care.
•	 Home	palliative	care.
•	 Hospital	palliative	care.
•	 Spiritual	counselling.
•	 Minor	procedure	at	home.
•	 Health	Education.
•	 Caregiver	education	and	support.

OPD -	Three	days	in	a	week	(Monday,	Friday	and	Saturday)
Home based Palliative care -	Tuesday	and	Thursday.	
To	reach	out	the	CIHSR	Palliative	care	centre	one	can	contact	at	8974757629.		

forthcoming general elec-
tions. Mr. Rio welcomed 
the appeal of the NDPP and 
formally accepted the invi-

tation while thanking the 
NDPP leadership and all its 
rank and file for the appeal 
and invitation to join the 

party. On acceptance of the 
invitation by Mr. Rio, the 
NDPP has welcomed the MP 
and three times former chief 

minister into the party fold," 
it stated.

It added that in his in-
teraction with the NDPP 
leaders,  Rio acknowledged 
that the NDPP was formed 
to bring positive changes to 
the Naga society and imple-
ment a vision that ensures 
transparency in governance, 
usher in progressive devel-
opment, and combat cor-
ruption.

As of filing this report Rio 
had tendered his resignation 
from the active and primary 
membership of the NPF, a 
copy of which was received 
here through email. 

With the latest move of 
the three-time chief min-
ister and one of the tallest 
leaders that the NPF  party 
had produced in the recent 
years, there is expected to 
be major aftershocks in the 
next few days. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The chief minister of Naga-
land TR Zeliang has dedi-
cated the construction of 
the Dimapur-Kohima road, 
specifically from the Purana 
Bazaar junction to Chathe 
Bridge (four lane) and from 
New Field Check Gate Gola-
ghat Road to Purana Bazaar, 
a two-lane construction. 

Zeliang was address-
ing a ceremony at the Zion 
Hospital junction on Jan. 17 
during which foundation 
stones for construction of 
said roads were dedicated. 

The chief  minister 
said it was the first project 
from the Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Programme (SARDP). Af-
ter meeting with the min-
ister for Road Transport 
and Highways of India, INR 
509.08 cr. was sanctioned, 
Zeliang said. 

Zeliang has assured the 
public that if they were to 
face any problems or was 
not satisfied with the road 
construction, then to “voice 
out (sic) and speak up” for 
which the CM would take 
necessary action against the 
contractor if good quality 
roads are not constructed. 

The chief minister in-
formed that TK Engineering 
from Arunachal Pradesh 
acquired the contract after 
tenders were submitted. 
Funds amounting to INR 
279.39 cr. was sanctioned 
for the 17.30 KM road 
within Dimapur (New Field 

Check Gate to Zion hospital 
junction, a two lane road, 
which is 4.4 kms; and from 
Zion hospital junction to 
Chathe bridge, a four-lane 
road of 12.90 kms). 

Zeliang talked about the 
problems faced by the gov-
ernment, contractors and 
public for the past 10 years. 
He said only “local people” 
acquiring the contract was 
not the norm for national 
highways.

“It  should be done 
through global tenders,” 
said Zeliang. Another ex-
ample why the construction 
was taking time was due to 
the govt. not being able to 
acquire land from landown-
ers, the chief minister said. 
He admitted that due to 
“football friendly matches 
played” (conflict in the par-
ty) in the NPF, ministers also 
keep changing. 

He informed that only 
after speaking with various 
tribal organisations and 
NGOs, they decide on ten-
ders. “ECI company from 
Hyderabad has taken up the 
contract and issued tenders 
to land owners who have 
given the permission for 
road construction which 
falls under the National 
Highways & Infrastructure 
Development Cooperation 
Limited (NHIDCL) now,” 
Zeliang said.

Speaking about the Nui-
land-Zhadima road, Zeliang 
said that INR 324 cr. was the 
allotment for the project 
but due to the same prob-

lems as providing compen-
sation to landowners, the 
work has stalled.

“We need to ensure 
availability of land and ex-
tend cooperation to enable 
timely completion of these 
projects with quality. There 
will be no provision for cut-
ting of jungle and forest 
land but for private homes, 
compensation will be pro-
vided by the government,” 
Zeliang said.

The chief minister has 
informed the public the 
state's government has 
adopted the Nagaland Road 
Maintenance Policy of 2017 
'to ensure proper mainte-
nance of roads.'

The guest of honour for 
the ceremony was Y Vikhe-
ho Swu, minister for PWD 
(national highways). He 
has said that the coopera-
tion of the public and the 
department's supervision 
were required for accom-
plishing the project 'as the 
government will face a lot 
of problems.' 

With the Act East policy 
in place, he said, a whoop-
ing 20 thousand crore had 
been allotted to the state. 
“There is no time to keep 
fighting and arguing. We 
need cooperation from the 
public to move ahead,” Swu 
said. 

Village authorities and 
public leaders from various 
villages that run across the 
proposed construction part 
of National Highway 39 at-
tended the ceremony.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): The Naga 
People's Front (NPF) on Wed. refuted 
reports that the “NPF turns its back on 
former ally BJP (Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty),” which appeared in Eastern Mirror 
on Jan. 16. The party termed the news 
‘mischievous.’ The news item carried  
some points of discussions held during 
the meeting of the  Central Office Bear-
ers (COB) of the party on Jan.15. It was 
mentioned  that any space for alliance 
with the BJP in the future would be 
looked into only after the polls.

A note of clarification issued by the 
media and press bureau of the central 
NPF at Kohima refuted the report 
stating that “the COB in its meeting 
discussed about party’s decision taken 
on July 18, 2017 severing ties with BJP. 
There were queries from among the 
members in the meeting whether the 
party could review its decision. The 
matter was discussed and concluded 
that since the subject matter was be-
yond the brief/ power of the COB to dis-
cuss, the same should go to CEC again 
and, for that reason, the President was 
empowered to convene CEC meeting at 
the earliest convenient time”.

‘The caption given in the news-
paper is mischievous, incorrect and 
misleading. We are aware that many po-

litical leaders are trying to woo the BJP 
to become its allies. And the NPF has 
no objections for such attempts, but 
the party want to advise them that they 
should not play calculated mischief in 
the manner stated above.’

Through a reliable source Eastern 
Mirror reported that the party's meet-
ing resolved to field only winnable can-
didates for the forthcoming elections. 
However, the party denied that the COB 
meeting discussed tickets for the ensu-
ing elections. ‘COB has no power to say 
anything about allotting party ticket to 
anyone including the sitting legislators 
and MPs.’ 

Maintaining their affirmation on 
‘solution before election,’ the party 
clarified that it was yet to know whether 
or not the elections would come in 
time when so many people and or-
ganisations have woken up from their 
slumber and have started to talk about 
solution to the Naga political problem 
at the moment. 

“The party is for solution of the 
Naga political problem from the begin-
ning till date and, therefore, the party 
is keeping silent and awaiting the out-
come. The only thing that we discussed 
in the meeting was that we do not want 
to repeat the 1998 experience and hand 
over the Government as a free gift to 

some political parties” it stated . 
The press release also talked about 

what it called the resolutions that were 
adopted during the meeting of the COB 
on Jan. 15. The statement read that it, 
“Empowers the president of the NPF 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu to convene 
a meeting of the Central Executive 
Council at the earliest convenient date;  
endorses the decision of the party presi-
dent revoking all suspension/expul-
sion orders of the NPF workers/ office 
bearers of the divisional/ area units 
and restoring their primary and ac-
tive membership with effect from Jan. 
12, 2018; and urges all party rank and 
file to bury the past differences, come 
together in the true spirit of reconcilia-
tion and strive for the betterment of the 
party at all levels and the Naga society”.

However, there were no clarifica-
tions from the party either on the con-
dition that the COB laid for members 
of Parliament restraining them to join 
state politics in the middle of their ten-
ures, or on the reaffirmation of the chief 
ministerial candidate.

The clarification issued by the 
party, along with the resolutions urging 
all party workers to bury the hatchet, 
comes at a time when  some promi-
nent members have now officially left 
the party.

S Henlly Phom
Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): Palliative care 
is an approach that seeks to improve the 
quality of life of patients and families 
facing problems associated with life-
threatening illness. The concept and 
benefits of palliative care—relieving 
pain without dealing with the cause of 
the condition—is yet to be fully engaged 
in Nagaland. 

Nagaland has two palliative care 
centres. They are the department of Pal-
liative Care Doctor at Christian Institute 
of Health Sciences and Research (CIHSR) 
in Dimapur inaugurated in May 2013; 
Palliative Care Centre at the Impur Chris-
tian Hospital in Mokokchung district 
inaugurated on Sept. 28 2017. 

The CIHSR's palliative care centre is 
led by Dr. Nepuni Athikho; comprises a 
junior doctor, a trainee Oncologist and 
a nurse. It is not sufficient as the depart-
ment requires more nurses which can 
be possible only through motivation. 
'The notion of palliative care is yet to be 
known in our society,' Dr. Athikho told 
the Eastern Mirror.  

Palliative care centres represent 
three elements: the head representing 
knowledge, the hand representing work 
and organisation; the heart, a love com-
ponent. “For a palliative care, we need 
people with heart and not just services,” 
Dr. Athikho explained. 

“The palliative care team works to-
gether with the patient and primary care 
giver to improve quality of patient’s life, 
rehabilitation and activities of daily liv-
ing. We should provide care and time for 
a dying man, the same way one would 
care for a newborn baby.”

Palliative centres are a needed serv-
ice. Almost every hospital that treats 
terminally-ill patients   should have 
palliative care services, the medical 
practitioner opined. “We want to estab-
lish ourselves so that gradually people 
will come to know of the services and 
churches can be a good platform to cre-

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The Naga Hoho has on Wed. 
again appealed to the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
to 'understand the ground 
reality' not to impose elec-
tions in Nagaland before 
solution to the peace proc-

ess is arrived at. 
"In this regard we appeal 

the Election Commission 
not to impose Indian elec-
tion at this juncture, rather 
we request them to under-
stand the ground reality and 
convince the government of 

India to postpone the elec-
tion," a press release from 
the Naga Hoho stated. 

The Naga Hoho stated 
also that a delegation from 
it had left for New Delhi to 
'apprise the government 
of India for postponement 

of the general election (of) 
2018.'

The Naga Hoho made 
the appeal after learning 
that a three-member team 
from the ECI was  in Naga-
land to oversee preparations 
for the poll.

ate awareness and it is our aim this year 
to conduct awareness with involvement 
of church leaders and NGOs for a better 
reach,” the doctor said.  

Manipur state inaugurated pallia-
tive care centres after Nagaland but they 
are doing much better and ahead of the 
state with support from the government 
and students particularly. In terms of 
policy-making and cooperation, the 
government’s assistance is needed 'while 
we look forward to work with the govern-
ment and people,' Dr. Athikho explained.

‘If we have to work for palliative 
care we need to know that ‘simple pain 
is total pain’ which consists of physical, 
social, psychological and spiritual and 
those combines a ‘total pain’ in a person’ 

explains Dr. Athikho. 
Many doctors focus on pain and not 

the 'social pain,’ he lamented. Preven-
tion and relief from suffering by means 
of early identification and treatment of 
pain and problems drastically improves 
the quality of life for patients. 

Palliative care centres do not fetch 
much money but it is more of an act of 
contribution to the society. One can only 
hope to receive voluntary support from 
the people.  If one is aware of palliative 
care and its services, there would be more 
people coming forward. People are reluc-
tant to visit the palliative centres because 
of misconceptions related to such centres 
as patients or their families associate it 
with death.    

“People should be aware that a Pallia-
tive care is termed as specialised medical 
care for people with serious illnesses. The 
care would be focussed on relief from the 
symptoms of stress and the goal would 
be on improving the quality of life for 
the patient and their family,” the profes-
sional said. 

In the process, he pointed out, 'We 
should also not forget the senior citizens 
who are the ones that need palliative care 
with their physical limitation and since 
2017, the CIHSR palliative care centre has 
been visiting old age homes.'   

The centre is synonymous with hos-
pice care but it starts right from the diag-
nosis of chronic life threatening illnesses. 
It is actively involved in the management 
of pain and other distressing symptoms 
for patients with threatening illness like 
cancer, chronic kidney disease, heart 
failures, stroke, elderly patients with de-
mentia to name a few. 

“The lack of awareness on palliative 
care is making patients endure avoidable 
pain. Nagaland has lots of cancer patients 
who go out for treatment and come back, 
and this is the time they need palliative 
care. There is every need to make avail-

able drugs, train doctors and paramedics 
and create awareness among the general 
public on the subject,” says the HoD.

Palliative care may be needed by any-
one, irrespective of their social and finan-
cial status. In the midst of the care, the 
patient’s family should also be taken into 
concern as the caregiver goes through 
‘compassion fatigue’. 

“Our objective is to provide good 
symptom care while applying the ethical 
aspect. Palliative care is to improve life 
through our care and service,” conveys 
Dr. Athikho said. He opined that it would 
be encouraging if the centre can receive 
voluntary services in the form of ‘lay 
nurse’ and expresses that the depart-
ment will be willing to provide trainings 
to NGOs and churches. 

Advocacy and awareness is essen-
tial where government also becomes 
supportive, proactive and through this 
people can also come forward, reiter-
ates Dr. Athikho expressing concern for 
those who are missing out on the care 
they need.            

This department is unique to CIHSR 
as it is the first department in Nagaland 
to provide palliative care to terminally ill 
patients, said the head of department of 
Palliative Care at CIHSR. 



2 State
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, January 18, 2018

Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

CEO and Deputy Election Commissioner during the meeting with officials in Kohima: Poll preparedness meeting for Zunheboto and Wokha being held on Jan. 16 at DC’s conference 
hall in Wokha.

PB Acharya addressing the platinum jubilee 
celebration of AGE at Manipal. 

AR personnel with villagers after the awareness programme in Phek.

Neiphiu Rio and ENPO members in Dimapur.

Deputy election commissioner 
reviews district poll preparation 

Dimapur’s DC informs parade contingents
The deputy commissioner of Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel 
has informed parade contingents in Dimapur district that 
there would be parade rehearsals for the Republic Day 
celebrations at the DDSC stadium from Jan. 20 at 7 a.m.

ZRSU to celebrate golden jubilee
The Zunheboto Range Students’ Union (ZRSU) will be 
celebrating its golden jubilee from Jan. 23-25 at Asukhomi 
village, under the theme “Era of enlightenment.” The 
organising committee and planning board have invited all 
area people to be a part of the celebration.

ACYA to conduct 31st convention 
The Angami Catholic Youth Association (ACYA) will be 
holding its 31st convention from Jan. 19-21 at Mary 
Help of Christians, cathedral in Kohima, under the 
theme “celebrating faith, celebrating culture.” Bishop of 
Kohima Dr. James Thoppil; Vicar General, Kohima Diocese 
Fr.Neisalhou Carlus; Rovilatuo Nicholas Mor; and Richard 
Belho will be the speakers for the event.

NPF Dmr. division calls emergency meet
The Dimapur division of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) has 
convened an emergency meeting on Jan. 19 at 11 a.m. at 
its office in Dimapur. All office bearers, frontal presidents 
and general secretaries including presidents and general 
secretaries of five assembly constituencies have been 
requested to attend the meeting.

Churches colony calls for meeting   
Churches colony chairman Hukato Chishi has informed all 
the permanent members (land owners/house owners) 
that a general meeting on Jan. 20 at 2 p.m. at the Puloto 
Achumi’s residence, H/N-9. The meeting has been 
convened to deliberate on dissolving of the present 
executive council, chairman and secretary and election of 
the new executive council. All the permanent members or 
their authorised representatives have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

LSWOK convenes meeting
The Lazami Social Welfare Organisation Kohima (LSWOK) 
has convened a meeting on Jan. 27 at 2 p.m. at Dr. Simon 
Swu’s resident, Para Medical, Kohima. The organization 
president has informed all the office bearers, advisors, 
action, committee and LSWOK fellowship committee 
members have been informed to attend the meeting. 

DAKK to conduct general meeting
Diphupar Area Kewhimia Krotho (DAKK) has convened 
a general meeting on Jan. 20, 11 a.m. at Diphupar local 
ground with Khriehu Liezietsu as chief guest. All the 
members have been requested to attend the meeting.  

News iN Brief

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 14.8 11.6 8.4 67 NIL

ZBt 11.3 6 10 97 NIL

Mon 21 11.2 10.2 86 NIL

tuensanG 15.3 11 5 58 NIL

MKG 15.2 9.4 11.3 85 NIL

PheK 8 7 8.2 95 NIL

KiPhire 18.4 7 9.8 98 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 16.5 9 10.7 74 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 23.8 12.2 12.8 69 NIL

JaLuKie 22 14 12.9 100 Nil

ManGKoLeMBa 23.2 14.8 14.5 72 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur police raid 
drug distributor’s store 

Govt. appoints state 
nodal officer for SHe-Box

CBCC to conduct 
general council

Gov. inaugurates AGE 
platinum jubilee celebration 

AR organise awareness programmes 

Rio donates ambulances; ENPO grateful

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
Deputy Election Commis-
sioner Sudeep Jain on Jan. 
16 held series of  meeting 
with election officials, politi-
cal parties, district adminis-
tration, and security forces 
at Deputy Commissioner’s 

conference hall, Kohima in 
connection with the forth 
coming general election. 

Also a joint review meet-
ing of  Wokha and Zunhe-
boto for poll preparedness 
for the forthcoming Naga-
land Assembly Election was 

held on Jan. 16 at Deputy 
Commissioner’s conference 
hall, Wokha. Updates from 
IPR stated.

During the meeting, 
Deputy Election Commis-
sioner (DEC), Nagaland 
in-charge Sudeep Jain re-

viewed works and activities 
related to the forthcom-
ing election for both the 
districts. He apprised DC, 
SP and Returning Officers 
(ROs) to take their assigned 
responsibilities very serious-
ly for the smooth conduct of  

election. He also reminded 
all ROs on visiting polling 
stations and to sensitize the 
public about EVMs and 
VVPAT. 

Jain directed areas in 
concern to update the elec-
tion commission so that 

timely action can be initi-
ated. 

Statutory functions 
should be mastered by all 
officials so that no errors are 
committed, he said. 

He also reminded that 
electricity, sanitary and wa-
ter supply should be made 
available and arranged in all 
polling stations.

Both the DC and SP of  
Wokha and Zunheboto ap-
prised activities undertaken 
and other security arrange-
ments being made to make 
sure that no untoward elec-
tion related violence takes 
place for the smooth func-
tioning and conduct of the 
forthcoming election. 

The meeting was at-
tended by CEO Nagaland, 
Abhijit Sinha; IG Range, 
Wabang Jamir; DIG, CRPF 
Sarabijit Singh; DC and SP 
of Wokha and Zunheboto.

as the chief  guest. This was informed 
in a press release issued by PRO to 
governor on Wed.

 In his inaugural address, Acharya 
spoke about the education system in 
the country and said that it needed 
changes.

He said the ultimate goal of  get-
ting education should not be just 
to acquire a degree and earn but to 
serve the people and make the society 
strong. He called on the achievers to 
be givers.

Acharya also stressed on ‘having 
a curriculum to unite and strengthen 
India.’

The AGE was established in the 
year 1942 by Dr. TMA Pai and at 
present it is managing six arts, science 
and commerce colleges and eleven 
primary, high and secondary schools, 
the press release stated. 

It also mentioned that governor 
was a first batch student of  the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Memorial College at 
Udupi, which was the first college 
started by Dr. Tonse Madhav Ananth 
Pai, a great educationist, entrepre-
neur and visionary. The Academy has 
also started the Manipal University 
with enrolment of  national and in-
ternational students. 

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): The 
Chakhesang Baptist Church Coun-
cil (CBCC) will be conducting its 
annual general council from Jan. 
19-21, under the theme “Knitted 
together in Christ” at Baptist Theo-
logical College, Mission Centre T 
Chikri in Pfütsero. 

Speakers for the event are 
president CBCC, Rev. Dr. Din-
guKenye; former general secretary 
of  NBCC, Rev. Dr. Phüveyi Dozo; 
former general secretary of  Asia 
Pacific Baptist Federation, Rev. 
Bonny Resu; and senior pastor 
Chakhesang Baptist  Church, 
Minister Hill, Kohima, Rev. Dr. 
Vevo Phesao.

Resource person during the 
workshop on Clean Election will 
be Theja Therie and lecturer East-
ern Theological College, Jorhat, 
Vimeno Lasetso will lead the Bible 
Study.

CBCC executive secretary Rev. 
Dr. VezopaTetseo Has informed 
all the churches under CBCC to 
send six delegates each having 
above 500 baptized members and 4 
delegates having less than 500 bap-
tized members. All the executive 
committee members are requested 
to arrive on Jan.18 before 2 p.m.

such services due to unavail-
ability of  ambulances and 
high rates incurred when 
available.

Speaking on behalf  
of  the Kohima and Di-
mapur units, the Dimapur 
unit president, MC Ongbu 
Chang expressed appre-
ciation to the MP for his 
humanitarian gesture. He 
said it will go a long way in 
helping the people tremen-
dously. 

Chang also assured that 
the ambulances would be 
utilised for the welfare of  
the economically challenged 
sections of the people who 
have to ferry sick patients or 
mortal remains. 

The president ‘recalled 
how Rio had always shown 
his concern for the people of  
the eastern Nagaland from 
his tenure as chief  minis-
ter.’ The people of  eastern 
Nagaland were blessed to 
have a benefactor like Rio, 
Chang added. 

also briefed them on latest 
government schemes, skill 
development and business 
start-ups. The lecture was 
attended by 24 youths.

Also, Jalukie battalion 
organised a social aware-
ness programme on govern-
ment schemes for Beneru 
villagers at Pedi, Peren dis-
trict on Jan. 15. 

Jalukie battalion claimed 
that they have approached 
various govt agencies i.e 
ADC, Forest department, 
Block Development Office 
branch, manager of  State 
Bank of  India and CBPO 
to enlighten people about 
the ongoing projects.

Zunheboto battalion 
also organised a lecture 
on wildlife conservation 
at Akuluto village on Jan. 
16, with the aim to spread 
awareness of  wildlife con-
servation and its impor-
tance, the press release in-
formed.

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The Personnel & Adminis-
trative Reforms department 
in a notification issued on 
Wed. informed that Gov-
ernment of  Nagaland has 
appointed Sotsula, joint 

secretary of  IPR as state 
nodal officer to oversee the 
functioning of the SHe-Box 
in relations to complaints 
related to sexual harassment 
at workplace arising in the 
state.

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
Basing on reliable source, 
Dimapur police raided M/S 
Zee Drugs Distributor, lo-
cated at NL Road near Holy 
Cross point and seized a 
huge quantity of drugs.

This was reported by the 
Addl. Dy. Commissioner of  
Police, Dimapur in the press 
release issued to Media on 
Wed. 

During raid, the police 
confiscated 1,40,000 cap-
sules of Spasorid  Poxivon; 
2,16,800 tablets of  Alpro-

zolam; and 1550 bottles of  
100 ml Codectuss cough 
syrup, release informed.

The seized items were 
beyond the prescribed limit 
as per the govt. order, the 
press stated. 

In this connection, one 
person idendified as Durga 
Rai (34) son of  Ted Baha-
dur Rai of Ghaighat under 
Wdaipur district and cur-
rently residing at Thahekhu 
was arrested. A case has 
been registered for further 
investigation.

to utilise the ambulances in 
order to help alleviate hard-
ships of the people. He ex-
pressed hoped that it would 

contribute to the uplift and 
welfare of the people of the 
respective districts.

ENPO President Khoi-

wang Konyak expressed 
profound gratitude to MP 
for ‘always being concerned 
for the people of  eastern 

areas.’ He said that these 
ambulances would be a 
great help to the needy peo-
ple who could not afford 

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The Phek Battalion under 
the aegis of HQ Igar (north) 
organised a programme on 
skill development and op-

tions to join defence services 
for youth of Zipu village in 
Phek district on Jan.13. 

Captain Pranjal Bhanda 
informed the youths about 

various employment op-
tions in state and central 
government jobs like securi-
ty force, paramilitary force, 
state police and others. He 

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland Peo-
ple’s Organisation (ENPO) 
has expressed its gratitude 
to Member of  Parliament 
(Lok Sabha) Neiphiu Rio, 
for donating one ambulance 
each to the ENPO Dimapur 
and Kohima unit on Jan. 16 
at Dimapur.

In his brief  remarks, 
the MP said “by God’s 
grace, one ambulance each 
had already been donated 
to all the four districts of  
eastern Nagaland namely 
Mon, Tuensang, Longleng, 
and Kiphire and today two 
more were being donated to 
the Dimapur and Kohima 
units.”

The press release from 
ENPO Dimapur unit on 
Wed. stated.

All these 6 ambulances 
have been donated under 
MPLADS 2017-18, Rio 
said.

The MP urged upon the 
organisation and its units 

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): The Gov-
ernor of  Nagaland PB Acharya 
formally inaugurated the platinum 
jubilee celebration of  Academy of  
General Education (AGE) at Fortune 
Inn Valley View on Jan. 4 at Manipal 



3
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, January 18, 2018

CM
YK

Shaki Baptist Church choir presenting special number on the occasion of WRSU 48th general 
conference on January 17.

Menfolk presenting cultural dance on the occasion of Tsungkamneo festival celebration of the Yimchungru community in Chumoukedima on January 16.

Parliamentary secretary Imtikumzuk speaking 
at the 37th Ongpangkong Students’ Conference 
(OKM) which got underway in Ungma village 
on January 17.

Dr. Temsuwati addressing the people of 27 
Mokokchung town constituency while declaring 
his candidature for 2018 election on January 17.
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Wozhuro students hold conference Ongpangkong students conference underway

Yimchungru tribe celebrates Tsungkamneo festival

Dr. Temsuwati declares candidatureMy first priority, says Rio, is the 
people, pol. solution and devp.

KG-2259

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 17 (EMN): Re-
tired additional development commis-
sioner, Dr. Temsuwati, has declared 
his candidature to contest in the 
ensuing state general election from 
the 27 Mokokchung town assembly 
constituency.

Declaring his candidature on 
January 17, Dr. Temsuwati stated that 
he would contest the ensuing election 
with the manifesto ‘employment and 
development.’

Addressing the public of  27 
Mokokchung town constituency, Dr. 
Temsuwati said he is going to contest 
the ensuing state election without any 
political party colour. Dr. Temsuwati, 
however, has resolved to go by the 
decision of  the people on the matter 
relating to the political party.

He had planned to contest from 
BJP ticket in the coming election. 
However, the plan was dropped fol-
lowing opposition from his followers 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 17 (EMN): Wont-
hungo Tsopoe, Director of  School 
Education, graced the 48th general 
conference of  Wozhuro Range Stu-
dents’ Union (WRSU) at Wozhuro 
ground on January 17.

Speaking on the occasion, he 
stated that Wozhuro by its name 
is unique in many ways as people 
from the community looked up to 
them as pioneer in many fields in-
cluding religion, education, social 
and cultural etc. He urged upon 
the students and to all the leaders 
present to introspect the challenges 
bestowed to them with seriousness 
and dedication and replicate all 
good qualities of  their ancestors in 
their daily life.

He also instilled upon the com-
munity to inculcate unity, honesty, 
hospitality and hard work, which 
were the values of  their forefathers.

He also encouraged the students 
to promote culture by organising 
competition among the units during 
such conference. He also advised 
promoting traditional attires and 
encourage the use of  own language.

He further appealed students’ 

leaders and the community to initi-
ate preserving and protecting the 
flora and fauna in their locality. He 
further urged upon the students to in-
vest their time in their studies stating 
that education is the only weapon 
that can transform a society. 

Special number based on the 
theme ‘Break through excellence 
beyond horizons’ was enchanted by 
Thungdemo Kyong, chief  of  team 
Metamorphosis.

Lipemo M Tsopoe, LSU presi-
dent, urged upon the units to safe-
guard the interest, promote culture 
and to work for the student’s com-
munity. Expressing concerned on 
the increasing numbers of  educated 
unemployed youth, he urged the 
village leaders and councils to give 
importance on the youth and not to 
harbour illegal immigrants.

Assistant director of  school 
education, who attended the pro-
gramme, also spoke on the occasion. 
In his exhortation, he stated that no 
money or political power will would 
help them excel but only through 
education. He has further urged the 
students to acknowledge God and 
work hard to achieve success in life.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 17 (EMN): More 
than seven hundred delegates from 17 
units are attending the 37th Ongpang-
kong Students’ Conference (OKM) at 
Ungma village which got underway 
with Imtikumzuk, parliamentary 
secretary, as the chief host on January 
17. The three-day conference which 
is scheduled to culminate on January 
19 is being organised on the theme 
“Exceeding the possibilities.”

Addressing the delegation of  stu-
dents at Babu Tzubo Amphitheatre, 
the chief  host urged the students’ 
community to strive to revive Ong-
pangkong’s past glory when it was at 
its peak in all fields.

Stating that Ongpangkong range 
was one of  the forerunners in Naga 
political leadership, which had also 

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
Yimchung r u  Ar ih  Ako 
Chumukedima Town has 
celebrated ‘Tsungkamneo/ 
Neoto-Neo,’ the most im-
portant and popular festival 
of  Yimchungru Naga on 
January 16 at Chumukedima 
Town Hall with Toshi Wung-
tung, Advisor to ENPO, as 
the chief  guest and Tokishe, 
president of  GBs’ Chumuke-
dima Area, as the guest of  
honour.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Toshi Wungtung underlined 
that Nagas has a rich histori-
cal, social-cultural, economic 
and political heritage which is 
known to the outside world. 
He stressed that Tsungkam-
neo, which is also known as 
Neoto-Neo or winter festival, 
has a unique and outstanding 
feature or practice. He said 
the unique feature of  the festi-
val is Aneo-ji khi or Limtsüa-
tsuachih –khi wherein special 
feasts of  merit for invitee is 
organised during the festival 
for peace treaties, bonding of  
relationship, reconciliations 
between the warring villages, 
communities and individuals 
were observed. 

Kuki youths of Molvom village receive member of the Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio 
at the Mimkut festival at Molvum village, in Dimapur district,  on Jan. 17.

the first Naga memorandum 
to the Simon Commission in 
1929 and as such, “you have 
equal right, equal participa-
tion to Naga history because 
you live in the Naga hills re-
gardless of  being a minority 
among Nagas.”’

Neiphiu Rio spoke also 
about the ‘our economy.’  
Rio rued the ‘deteriorating 
condition of  work culture’ 
which he explained had 
now led the people into a 

place of  dependence on the 
government. In the process, 
Nagaland has become a ‘sal-
ary economy’ or ‘consumer 
state,’ he explained. “The 
MP left no stone unturned 
to reveal that many people 
proudly claim to be doing 
nothing but which otherwise 
mean, ‘If  you are not doing 
anything, you are not good 
for anything.’” 

Nonetheless, the govern-
ment leader lauded the ‘prac-

tice of work culture’ in Mol-
vum ‘which has notably led 
to recognition of the village as 
pineapple village.’ He has em-
phasised on skilled training 
for preservation, packaging 
and export, etc., which he said 
should be incorporated for 
overall improvement of  the 
economy at the village level. 

Speaking more about eco-
nomic dividends, the updates 
said that Rio referred to ‘the 
promise of  rich economic re-
turns from cottage industries, 
especially handloom and 
handicrafts, wherein the vil-
lage womenfolk can pursue 
additional income through 
these ventures, weaving for 
all Naga tribes instead of  
their own people.’ This, he 
was quoted as having said, 
‘can be a boost, not only in 
finance but also in the knowl-
edge sector once children are 
able to attend better schools 
through such income.’ 

“Our soil is so fertile that 
any seed will grow anywhere, 
but there can never be any 
harvest without work cul-
ture,” he said. The press re-
lease added that he went on 
to assure them of help toward 
‘becoming examples for oth-
ers as they have the basic 
character of  work culture.’

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
Member of  the Lok Sabha 
Neiphiu Rio has said that 
his ‘return to state politics’ 
has its birth in the appeals of  
the people who he said were 
now mired in ‘chaos.’ His 
foremost priority, the former 
chief  minister of  Nagaland 
told a community celebration 
in Dimapur recently, is the 
Naga political issue a per-
manent solution to which he 
will be steadfast in working 
to bring about. 

A press release issued 
by the press secretary of  
the NPF’s 5th Ghaspani-II 
assembly constituency on 
Wed. offered details about 
his address to the Kuki com-
munity’s celebration of  the 
post-harvest festival Mimkut 
on Jan. 17 at Molvum village. 
The member of  Parliament 
was the chief  guest of  the cel-
ebration, it was informed. He 
was accompanied by a host 
of  dignitaries including his 
brother the legislator Zhaleo 
Rio, and leaders of  the party 
besides social workers.

Speaking his mind on 
politics, the updates stated, 
Rio affirmed that ‘the Naga 
political issue is his first pri-
ority’ and that ‘although we 
are at crossroads’ today, he 

would ‘remain steadfast to 
bringing about unity and a 
permanent solution on the 
issue for the Naga people.’ 

Rio was stated to have 
revealed in his speech that 
he was returning to state 
politics ‘as an obligation to 
requests from public in the 
midst of  all the present chaos 
while envisioning all-round 
development for the people.’ 
He has sought the support of  
everyone in bringing about 
unity among the Naga peo-
ple’ by ‘forgiving one another 
with God’s blessings in order 
to prosper for a brighter to-
morrow,’ he was quoted as 
having told the gathering.

The former chief  minister 
also referenced community 
traditions, especially of  the 
Kuki community who he said 
has vibrant traditions and 
culture preserved through the 
ages by their forefathers. He 
said that the preservation and 
promotion of  one’s culture 
was ‘compulsory for identity 
in history.’ 

The Lok Sabha member 
lauded the role of  Kuki pio-
neers  in the “Naga political 
scenario” also as the press 
release put it. ‘Rio noted that 
Lenjang Kuki, interpreter, 
was the 18th signatory of  

contesting from BJP ticket.
Dr. Temsuwati also revealed that 

he chose Mokokchung town con-
stituency because he wanted to bring 
changes to the people and made the 
constituency into a model. 

Saying that Mokokchung town 
constituency has lot of  intellectuals, 
politicians, government officials and 
a place where different communities 
live together, he asserted that people 
would understand the changes that he 
wanted to bring.

Dr Temsuwati has urged the vot-
ers to give him the chance for the next 
year as their representative adding, 
‘if  I am elected I will bring funds to 
initiate development projects for the 
people of  Mokokchung district and 
the Mokokchung town.’ 

Dwelling on the context of  em-
ployment, Dr. Temsuwati stated 
that social problems would continue 
increasing unless there is an adequate 
job avenue for the unemployed youth. 
In this regard, he has advocated 
enacting special employment policy 
which would be assisted by the district 
planning board to provide avenues to 
the genuine educated unemployed 
youth.

If  elected, Dr. Temsuwati has 
planned to bring externally added 
projects and other centrally sponsored 
programmes in the state instead of  
relying on LADP.

The 27 Mokokchung town con-
stituency consists of  five wards name-
ly Mongsenbai, Kumlong, Aongza, 
Kichutip and Salangtem and has a 
total of  more than 7000 voters. Cur-
rently, C Apok Jamir, parliamentary 
secretary of  Tourism, represents the 
Mokokchung town constituency.

produced top government officials, 
Imtikumzuk maintained that it should 
be the responsibility of the students to 

revive its past glory. In order to restore 
its past glory, the parliamentary secre-
tary opined it needs wealth, excellence 
in education and be winners in all the 
competitions. He has attributed tur-
moil in the current state of  affairs to 
selling of their votes.

In this connection, he encouraged 
the students to be ready to sacrifice 
their lives and wisdom to elect leaders 
base on their capability who could 
bring changes to the people and pro-
vide the basic necessity.  

Jungshi S Jamir spoke on the topic 
“Exceeding the possibilities: Relooking 
the political scenario in Nagaland.” 
The speaker asserted that the present 
government mechanism is not ef-
ficient because the government is an 
opposition-less government.

Jamir also maintained that clean 

election campaign is a good initiative 
towards a progressive society, He, 
however, lamented that if  there is no 
understanding between God and the 
individual than it would be a failure. In 
this regard, Jamir asserted having self  
control to achieve the desired goal. “If  
you do not have self  control than you 
cannot bring change to your society,” 
the speaker said.  

Short speeches were also delivered 
by C Angang Jamir, president of Ong-
pangkong Mungdang; Imkongwati, 
president of Ao Students Conference; 
Alemtoshi Imsong, chairman of Ung-
ma village council; and the introduc-
tion of delegates was said by Tinuang-
shi, OKM information secretary. Rev. 
Dr. Noklen, pastor of Ungma Baptist 
Church, delivered his sermon and of-
fered the invocation.

He has also exhorted 
the community to maintain 
peace, unity and honesty for 
tranquillity among the present 
generation.

Razouvotuo Chatsu, 
chairman of  Chumukedima 
Village Council (CVC), has 
highlighted that the first batch 
of  Yimchungru Nagas settled 
at Chumukedima were the 1st 
batch of  Nagaland Police. It 
was also known that the 1st 
recruits were from the Yim-
chungru tribe with late KM 
Caming, who was the first 
person to be recruited with 

the serial no 1. Chatsu shared 
that the natural resources 
located in the land of  Yimc-
hunger are abundant but due 
to the deplorable road condi-
tion and lack of  development 
in the area, Yimchungers 
have not been able to mature 
economically. 

He also stated that the 
only Orange Village of  Na-
galand “Phuvkiu” is located 
under Pungro sub-division 
and also high equality apple 
grown at Thanamir village 
below Mt. Saramati is an as-
set to the people of  Nagaland 

and particularly the Yimc-
hungru tribe. 

He further urged the Yim-
chungru community to excel 
in life and be an example to 
other communities living in 
Chumoukedima town.

Tokishe Achumi encour-
aged the gathering to promote 
mother tongue among the 
younger generation in order 
to preserve identity and herit-
age through practices of  cus-
tomary and traditional. 

The significance of Tsung-
kamneo was highlighted by K 
Shojiba where all the aspect 

and process of  the festival 
were made known to the 
gathering. 

Folk songs and dances 
were presented by Surale Cul-
tural Club, Yimchungru Beru 
Cultural Club, Yimchungru 
Arih-Ako and Yimchungru 
Baptist Arih-Ako Chumuke-
dima. The programme was 
host by Z Kiumusu Kips, 
Warden of  PCC, while the 
vote of  thanks was delivered 
by Throngjangkiu, president 
of  YAC, and the benediction 
was said by Akila, YBCC 
mission secretary.
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New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS): 
The central government 
on Wednesday sought the 
support of  the Arunachal 
Pradesh government for 
expeditious completion of  
the rural electrification pro-
gramme under the Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya Gramjyo-
ti Yojana.

Union Power Secretary 
Ajay Bhalla along with sen-
ior officers of  Power Min-
istry and Rural Electrifica-

tion Corporation Ltd called 
on Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu here.

Out of  the 319 villages 
which were to be electrified 
on the grid mode, 204 have 
already been electrified and 
115 villages remain to be 
electrified, an official state-
ment said.

Apart from this, 901 vil-
lages are being electrified on 
the off  grid mode through 
household solar power in-

stallations.
During the meeting, 

Khandu mentioned clearly 
that he had issued directions 
to the officials of  the state 
Power Department to com-
plete the process of electri-
fication by February 2018 
as electric supply to each 
and every household has 
been on the priority card of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Bhalla also said that 

140 villages which are 
within 2 km of  the grid 
would also be executed 
on the grid mode for reli-
able and continuous power 
supply.

H e  a l s o  i n f o r m e d 
Khandu that the central 
government had decided to 
add new 132 kv transmis-
sion projects on the Khupi-
Tawang, Bomdilla-Kalak-
tang and other missing links 
under the comprehensive 

scheme over and above the 
existing projects. 

Bhalla also apprised 
the Chief  Minister on 
the progress of  the Ka-
meng (600MW) Hydro 
electric power project and 
the Pare(110 MW) hy-
dro electric project which 
would be commissioned 
by March 2018 and that 
Prime Minister Modi will 
be requested to inaugurate 
these projects.

Tura (Meghalaya), Jan. 17 (IANS): Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) leader Praful Patel on Tuesday said political 
parties make “tall promises” of development only during 
elections.

“The problems of people are at their peak but political 
parties come with tall promises for development only dur-
ing elections. For the past five years, the government was 
busy in corruption and now ahead of election all kinds of  
promises are being made. As if in a day or two, things will 
change,” he said at an election rally here in the Garo Hills 
region of western Meghalaya.

The Garo Hills region, with 24 assembly segments, was 
once considered the “NCP heartland” due to the influence 
of the former Lok Sabha Speaker Purno A. Sangma, who 
was one of the three founding-members of the NCP.

“Political parties will make all attempts to instill hope 
and keep their voters happy with food and other facilities 
but after the election, they will disappear and people will 
be forced to live in darkness. We should not get lured by 
parties who will keep us happy for two days and leave us 
adrift.”

Lashing out at the Congress-led government, he said: 
“People had given their mandate to the Congress party but 
they have failed to develop the state. The road are in bad 
shape in different parts of Garo Hills... be it Baghmara, 
Phulbari or Tikrikilla, we have to search for the road. Is 
there is road or not, we are confused.”

Criticising Chief Minister Mukul Sangma on the fail-
ure of the ambitious Mega Health Insurance Scheme, Patel 
felt that the government should have provided better health 
infrastructure instead of fooling the people.

“On paper, the scheme looks glossy and very big in 
its name but in reality, there is poor implementation and 
people have hardly received its benefit,” he said.

After the rally, Patel told journalists that people are 
disillusioned with the ruling Congress due to lack of devel-
opment and corruption in the implementation of various 
welfare programmes.

“People want change and NCP will be a formidable 
force to form the next government given the situation 
where people are not happy with the BJP as they pose a 
threat to the cultural identity of the people of the state,” 
he said.

Moreover, Patel said that the National People’s Party 
(NPP) founded by Sangma has been weakened after his 
demise and its current leaders will not be able to revive it, 
while adding that the BJP has not shown any respect to 
NPP at the centre.

Asked if NCP is willing to forge ties with Congress or 
NPP, he said: “We would not make any guesses; we will 
take decision at an appropriate item. If there is a situation, 
where we have to partner with any other parties, we would 
look for regional and secular parties.” 

Agartala, Jan. 17 (IANS): Follow-
ing the instructions of the Election 
Commission, ahead of the assembly 
elections, the Tripura police chief  
has transferred 151 officers, includ-
ing 20 offcers-in-charge (OC) of  
police stations, a senior officer said 
here on Wednesday.

“Twenty OCs among 151 police 
officers in the rank of sub-inspector 
and inspector have been transferred 
in different posts across Tripura,” the 
senior police officer said quoting the 
orders of  the Director General of  
Police Akhil Kumar Sukhla.

The Election Commission, 

which is likely to announce the 
elections to the state assembly soon, 
earlier asked the state police author-
ity to transfer those police officers 
who are posted in their home district 
or sub-division or in a place for more 
than three years.

A poll panel team led by Deputy 
Election Commissioner Sudeep 
Jain would arrive here on Thursday 
to review the preparedness of  the 
Tripura assembly elections, due in 
next month.

Tripura, the country’s second 
Left-ruled state after Kerala, will see 
assembly polls in February to elect its 

new state assembly.
Two other northeastern states 

-- Meghalaya and Nagaland, will 
have polling in the same period. The 
assemblies in Meghalaya, Tripura 
and Nagaland have 60 seats each.

The five-year terms of the Meg-
halaya, Nagaland and Tripura as-
semblies would expire on March 6, 
13 and 14, respectively.

The full Election Commission 
(EC) led by Chief  Election Com-
missioner (CEC) A.K. Joti had 
visited all the three northeastern 
states earlier and reviewed the poll 
preparedness and also asked the state 

officials to ensure the conducive law 
and order situation for holding of  
assembly elections.

“The Election Commission has 
also asked the state authorities to 
arrest those people against whom 
warrants are pending,” the police 
official added. 

Even before the announcement 
of the election schedule, all the politi-
cal parties, including the ruling Com-
munist Party of  India-Marxist led 
Left Front and opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party and the Congress, have 
started hectic political activities and 
campaigning to woo the voters.

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (EMN): A 
cadre of the NSCN (K) is said to 
have been apprehended by security 
forces in Arunachal Pradesh. Up-
dates on Wed. from the defence in-
formation establishment informed 
that one Bishnu Bhujel, a self-styled 
‘sergeant major,’ was apprehended 
in the afternoon of  Jan. 16 by se-
curity forces. 

A press release issued by the 
Press Information Bureau (De-
fence wing) on Jan. 17 mentioned 
specific inputs about a cadre report-
edly trying to terrorize and extort 
money from Mulong village, Ledo. 
A battalion of security personnel 
launched an operation and ap-
prehended the self-styled ‘sergeant 
major,’ it was informed. 

The Changlang battalion of the 
DAO division is said to have been 
carrying out operations in south 
Arunachal Pradesh to keep the area 
peaceful and out of the clutches of  
insurgents.

Post-spot interrogation led to 
the cadre admitting to being ac-
tive in the Himalayan group of  
the banned outfit since 2016 and 
that he had undergone six months 
weapons training at the NSCN (K) 
camp in  Myanmar. His wife is also 
an active cadre of the outfit, it was 
informed. He was stated to have 
revealed further that he had been 
carrying out extortion activities in 
the area and was working in close 
association with a self-styled ‘ma-
jor,’ one Makam Hacheng, of the 
NSCN (K), the press release stated. 

Also, a press release issued 
by the Press Information Bureau 
(defence) on Jan. 17 has informed 
that the security forces under the 
aegis of the DAO division had ap-
prehended another underground 
cadre besides confiscating arms and 
ammunition, among other incrimi-
nating items. 

It was informed that during the 

wee hours of Jan. 17, the Chang-
lang battalion launched an op-
eration in Namtok village and 
apprehended a hardcore NSCN 
(IM) cadre, one self-styled ‘private’ 
Kejen Ngongpa, besides confis-
cating a pistol and ammunition. 
The self-styled ‘private’ has been 
an active member of  the banned 
outfit since Dec. 2016 and had 
undergone training at an NSCN 
(IM) training camp in Myanmar, it 
was informed. 

Further, it was informed that 
one Wangnyai Wangsu, an ‘over 
ground worker’ of the NSCN (IM) 
was apprehended on Jan. 16 morn-
ing by the Longding battalion, a 
press release from the Press Infor-
mation Bureau (Defence wing) 
informed on Jan. 17 Wed. 

The note mentioned that the 
security force acted on specific in-
puts about the presence of an ‘over 
ground’ worker of the NSCN (IM) 
at Niausa in Longding. The per-
sonnel launched an operation and 
apprehended Wangnyai Wangsu 
besides confiscating INR 3240 
of  extorted money and multiple 
mobile phones, understood to have 
been in his possession. 

The Longding battalion, un-
der the aegis of  the DAO division, 
has been carrying out relentless 
operations in south Arunachal 
Pradesh to keep the area peaceful 
and out of  clutches of  insurgents 
and the capture will go a long 
way in creating fear among the 
antinational elements in the area, 
it was asserted.

Post-spot interrogation of the 
‘over ground worker’ led to his 
admitting to having provided ad-
ministrative support and carrying 
out extortions for the group, it 
was informed. The cadre further 
revealed that he was going to Di-
mapur for recruitment, the news 
updates stated. 

Agartala, Jan. 17 (PTI): The first 
round of  talks for an electoral 
alliance between BJP and tribal 
IPFT for the Tripura assembly elec-
tion was held here today where it 
was decided that a joint statement 
would be signed before seat sharing.

Assam BJP leader and chair-
man of  North East Democratic 
Alliance(NEDA), Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said that the joint statement 
would contain issues like adressing 
of  socio-economic, socio-cultural 
and linguistic problems of the trib-
als of Tripura.

The NEDA is a political coali-
tion formed in 2016 by BJP along 
with regional political parties like 
Naga People’s Front, Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front, People’s Party of  
Arunachal, Asom Gana Parishad 
and Bodoland People’s Front in 

northeast India.
Sarma, who is also the BJP 

election in-charge of Tripura, told 
a news conference that talks would 
be held in Guwahati tomorrow on 
preparation of the statement.

The statement would be signed 
by the president of Tripura unit of  
BJP, Biplab Kumar Deb and IPFT 
president N C Debbarma and then 
discussion on seat sharing would 
be started. “We hope to finalise the 
entire deal within two to three days 
and then the statement would be 
made public,” he said.

BJP s party machinery was fully 
geared up to face the election in all 
the 60 assembly constituencies and 
the party was confident about its 
massive victory and defeat of CPI-
M, which ruled Tripura for the last 
25 years.

We hope that the Election 
Commission will declare the poll 
in the state within two to three 
days and after declaration of  the 
election our workers and leaders in 
every booth would take the pledge 
for BJP’s victory and start intensive 
work for it,” Sarma said.

He alleged that the ruling CPI-
M in Tripura had forced 1.5 lac 
state government employee to pay 
subscription of  Rs 3000 on an 
average and collected Rs 4.5 crore 
which is tantamount to extortion. 
BJP would lodge a complaint to 
the EC for taking appropriate ac-
tions against the left party. “If any 
employee says that he paid the 
subscription voluntarily then that 
too it is illegal because government 
employee cannot subscribe to any 
political party,” Sarma said.

Aizawl, Jan. 17 (PTI): A 26-year old man 
was injured in a blast in the jungles of south-
ern Mizoram’s Lawngtlai district, along 
the India-Myanmar border, on Monday, 
an official statement of  the Assam Rifles 
said today.

Lawngtlai district police identified the 
injured as Jitua Tongchangya, a Chakma 
community member of  Bangdukbanga 
hamlet near Parva village along the India-
Myanmar-Bangladesh border.

The blast, reportedly caused by an IED, 
blew off the man’s left ankle and ‘gravely’ 
injured his right leg, the statement said.

“As soon as the information reached the 
Assam Rifles post at Simnasura village, the 
troops moved a team with a doctor to assist 
the injured,” it said.

The team provided him with basic medi-
cal aid at the spot. The troops along with 
other villagers then carried the injured on 
their shoulders to Parva, where he boarded 
a vehicle to reach the local hospital at 
Lawngtlai.

Police suspect that the blast was caused 
by a landmine that was possibly planted in 
the jungle by Myanmar Army personnel or 
the insurgents of the Arakan Army (AA).

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS): Refuting the allegations 
of the CPI’s Tripura unit, the Union Home Ministry 
on Wednesday clarified that National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval was not present in any political meeting at 
the Home Minister Rajnath Singh’s house on January 
14.

“There is a well-established practice of  Home 
Ministry holding regular morning meetings to review 
national security and public order,” said the Ministry 
statement, adding that these meetings are attended by 
senior members of the internal security establishment.

It said Doval and a few other officials were a part 
of one such meeting on January 14 at Rajnath Singh’s 
house, but “didn’t participate in any other meeting at 
Home Minister’s residence on that day”.

The statement came after the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist asked the Election Commission on 
Monday to look into why Doval attented a Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) meeting where poll strategies were 
strategies, citing media reports.

The Indian Express had reported that Doval at-
tended a meeting of the Bharatiya Janata Party and 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leaders to discuss 
the forthcoming elections in Tripura, Meghalaya and 
Nagaland. “If correct, this is a shocking violation of  
norms and serious misconduct,” the party had said in 
a statement.

Kokrajhar(Assam), Jan. 17 (PTI): The All Assam 
Tribal Sangha (AATS) Kokrajhar district unit today 
staged a three-hour sit-in demonstration here oppos-
ing Scheduled Tribe (Plains) status to six OBC com-
munities of Assam.

Demonstrating near Kokrajhar district Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office here, the AATS in a memo-
randum to Chief  Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
through the DC stated that the demand for ST(P) sta-
tus to six advanced OBC communities of Assam “is 
a deep rooted conspiracy to destroy and exterminate 
the existing ST s of Assam”.

A large number of AATS members supported by 
Coordination Committee of the Tribal Organisations 
of Assam (CCTOA) participated in the dharna which 
also demanded immediate filling up of 12,155 vacan-
cies meant for ST (P) and ST (Hills) in various state 
government departments by a special recruitment 
drive within March 31 next.

The memorandum also demanded eviction 
of suspected illegal Bangladeshi encroachers from 
Tribal Belts and Blocks, besides implementation of  
the Scheduled Tribal and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Right) Act, 2006.

PTI

Tribal communities people watch a fight between roosters during Udpur festival near Dharamtul in Morigaon 
district of Assam on Wednesday. 

Mirror Crossword 1707sud0ku 1547
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1706

ACROSS
1. WW1 plane
5. Greek territorial unit
9. Powdery dirt
13. Forearm bone
14. In the midst of
16. Within
17. A Maori club
18. Repeat
19. Poems
20. Trims
22. They come from eyes
24. Not we
26. Crown
27. Honorable
30. Andean animals
33. A unit of radiation exposure
35. Non-glossy photos
37. Autonomic nervous system
38. Potato state
41. Letter after sigma
42. Piques
45. Maneuver
48. Literary compositions
51. Joined in matrimony
52. Pieces
54. Low-fat
55. Mumbled
59. Investment
62. Constellation bear
63. Paths
65. Wild goat
66. Appear
67. Eats
68. Run away
69. Indian dress
70. What a person is called
71. Cravings 

DOWN
1. Dines
2. Scheme
3. Exact opposite
4. Eldest son of the King of France

5. Father
6. Send forth
7. Sacred song
8. Necessitate
9. Panorama
10. Annul
11. Stair
12. Throw
15. Small goat antelope 
21. Religious offshoot
23. Apothecary’s weight
25. A sharply directional 

antenna
27. Historical periods
28. 1000 kilograms
29. Directed
31. Possible
32. Condition
34. Indian bread
36. Sought damages
39. An unskilled actor
40. Egg-shaped
43. Killer wave 
44. Found on most beaches

46. Angers
47. Pander
49. Submit
50. Exert vigorously
53. Ringworm cassia
55. Rumple
56. District
57. End ___
58. Consider
60. Avid
61. X X X X
64. South southeast

solutions to suD0ku 1546

Centre seeks Arunachal govt.’s 
support for rural electrification

Roosters tussle 

Parties promise of development 
only during polls—Praful Patel

151 Tripura police officers transferred on EC’s order

Security forces apprehend 
underground activists   

Tripura assembly poll: First round of talks by IPFT, BJP held

Man injured in Mizoram blast

AATS agitate opposing 
ST (plain) status to six 
OBC communities

NSA was not present in any 
political meeting— Home



NAME CHANGE 
Old Name:  

TOLI Z. YEPTHOMI
New Name:  

TOLI YEPTHOMI
Affidavit No: 42/18

Date: 17/01/18
D-4971

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 17th Jan’18

NOTICE
No. M.-05/18/13761 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti S. 
Changsen -Vrs- Paominkai Limsong resident of Phaipijang Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 17.2.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Changsen
Village/Block No: Darogapathar Ak, Patta No: 335
Dag No: 208/490, Area: 00B-00K-14Ls
North: Paoneh, South:Thangboi, 
East: L. Singit, West: Paolet Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4972

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
2 ½ Mile, Darogapathar

DIMAPUR - 797115 : NAGALAND
Ph. No. 03862 – 243108

www.dpsdimapur.org / email : dpsdmp@yahoo.co.in

REQUIRES SUITABLE CANDIDATE FOR THE POST OF 
RECEPTIONIST.

Quali�cations: Graduates (ladies only) with pleasing 
personality and  adequate knowledge in  computer 
and minimum 2 years experience in similar �eld. Salary 
negotiable.

PRINCIPAL

  WALK-IN INTERVIEW
on 25 January 2018 (Thursday) at10am 

DP-298

(Sponsored & Financed By the Govt. of Nagaland)

NO.NSCB/HO/49/Pt VI/2014/                                  Date: 15.01.2018

In continuation to this O�ce Noti�cation dated 04 December 2017 it is hereby 
reiterated  that the 48th Annual General Meeting of The Nagaland State Co-operative 
Bank Ltd. Dimapur will be held on 19 January, 2018 at 11.00 A.M. in its Registered O�ce 
at  Dimapur as per the said  Noti�cation. All the stake holders are requested to make it 
convienent to attend the meeting. 

 Sd/-  Sd/-
 Imtilemba Longkumer Temjen Toy IAS
 Managing Director Chairman

NOTICE OF THE 48th  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BANK. 

Date: 19-01-2018 Venue : NSCB, H.O.( Conference Hall ) Dimapur

Registration of Members :   18 January 2018 from 10.00 AM to 3.00 PM &      
  19 January 2018 from 7.00 AM to 10.45 AM

Inauguration & Business Session : 11 A.M.

Lunch : 2.00 P.M.                                                             

DG-716

NOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE:

TAMENLONG, AT LAMPHELPAT

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF A
 PERSON ACCUSED.

ANNEXURE – 10

Cril (P) Case No.2 of 2015
Ref: FIR No. 1(4) 2012 TMI P.S.
U/S 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act

Assam Schedule VIII, Form No. 100,
High Court Criminal Process No. 4.

1. Name, description WHEREAS, complaint has been made before me that (1) 
 and address of the Mr. Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village, Longling
 accused District, Nagaland  
  has committed/or is suspected to have committed the 
  offence in connection with the above referred case
2. Name of the punishable under section 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act and it 
 accused has been returned to a Warrant of Arrest  thereupon  
  issued that (2) Mr. Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village,
  Longling District, Nagaland cannot be found and whereas
  it has been shown to my satisfaction the said (2) accused 
  person has been absconded/or is concealing himself to  
  avoid the service of the said Warrant.
        Proclamation is hereby made that the said (2) Mr.  
       Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village, Longling  
  District, Nagaland
3. Place is required to appear at (3) 10.30 a.m. before this court to
   answer the complaint on the 1st day of February, 2018.
Dated/Imphal
22-12-2017

(Ningthoujam Lanleima)
i/c Chief Judicial Magistrate,

Tamenglong K-1526

NOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE:

TAMENLONG, AT LAMPHELPAT

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF A
 PERSON ACCUSED.

ANNEXURE – 10

Cril (P) Case No.2 of 2015
Ref: FIR No. 1(4) 2012 TMI P.S.
U/S 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act

Assam Schedule VIII, Form No. 100,
High Court Criminal Process No. 4.

1. Name, description WHEREAS, complaint has been made before me that (1) 
 and address of the Mr. Abungbou (21), S/o. Lungta of Hong Kong Market, 
 accused Dimapur, Nagaland  
  has committed/or is suspected to have committed the 
  offence in connection with the above referred case
2. Name of the punishable under section 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act and it 
 accused has been returned to a Warrant of Arrest  thereupon  
  issued that (2) Mr. Abungbou (21), S/o. Lungta of Hong  
  Kong Market, Dimapur, Nagaland cannot be found and  
  whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction the said (2) 
  accused person has been absconded/or is concealing  
  himself to avoid the service of the said Warrant.
        Proclamation is hereby made that the said (2) Mr. 
  Abungbou (21), S/o. Lungta of Hong Kong Market, 
  Dimapur, Nagaland
3. Place is required to appear at (3) 10.30 a.m. before this court to
   answer the complaint on the 1st day of February, 2018.
Dated/Imphal
22-12-2017

(Ningthoujam Lanleima)
i/c Chief Judicial Magistrate,

TamenglongK-1527

KOHIMA BIBLE COLLEGE
Associate Member of ATA, A�liated to NATA & 

Approved by The Govt. of Nagaland
P.O. Box – 482 Kohima: Nagaland

Born Again, certain of your call to the ministry, and have the commitment to serve the 
Lord; you are welcome to Kohima Bible College -The �rst established Bible College in 
Nagaland and God’s own ordained place in training men and women for the Global mission.
The College:

Spring Session 2018 is going on.
16-19 January 2018.  

For more information contact:       
(M)- 9436011961/8575733192

ADMISSION OPEN FOR THE FOLLOWING COURSES:
Courses o�ered

Master of Divinity (Regular & Extension)  

Pre- Theology Course

Bachelor of Theology

Eligibility

B.Th / B.A. / B. Sc

Under Matriculate

HS (+2) / PUC 
HSLC

Duration
2 years

1 year

3 years
4 years

- is Bible-centered, Christ-centered and gives special emphasis on the 
deliverance ministry and  to walk in the Anointing work of the Holy Spirit.

- is committed for Spiritual quality with Academic excellence.

K-1528

Kohima Educational Trust Scholarship (UK)
Invitation

Applications of Private schools are invited for the award of the Kohima Educational 
Trust Scholarships (three years scholarship) for students who are in class VIII this year, 
2018. Only students of recognised educational institutions in Nagaland in the said classes 
need/could apply. The additional conditions required are:

The last date for the submission of the applications to the undersigned is 24th of 
February 2018. 

The Scholarship Award will be held on the 16th of March 2018 at URA Academy, 
Mission Compound, Kohima Village at 10: 00 am.

The scholars/ candidates who have received the Scholarship last year, should submit their 
annual Progress Report Card by 24th February 2018; failing which, their scholarship will be 
terminated for the current year.

For any further inquiry kindly contact the number mentioned below..
Mhasisalie Solo,

Executive Manager,
The Kohima Educational Society,

C/o. Western Book Depot,
Main Town, Kohima
Nagaland - 797001

Contact Number : 8575013986.

 18th of January 2018,

1. Applicants must be routed through the Head of their respective Institutions. The 
Heads of  the Institutions must also be willing to supervise / monitor, or otherwise 
con�rm with / to requirements of the scholarship and such willingness must be given 
in writing, along with the application.

2.  Applicants must submit their progress report card of the last three consecutive years 
       (Class 5, 6, &7) by the given date, without the submission of which, the application will 

not be considered.
3 Occupations of the parents/ guardian and annual income should be attached, 

attested by the resident Pastor/ Parish Priest as the case may be (need not be in legal 
stamp paper)

4. Proper correspondence address and contact number of the applicants and the 
Institutions must be provided.

5. Any other information about the applicant, including why he/she is deserving of the  
scholarship, will be considered with due seriousness. 

6.  The applications to be forwarded to the Executive Manager K.E.S. in the address 
mentioned below.

7.  Selected scholars will be informed through phone calls. Request all to update their 
phone numbers if there are any changes in contact number.

 8.  Kindly note that there are no forms available to apply for the said scholarship. Follow 
point 1 to 6 for new applicants.

K-1529

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
  OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, 

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA.
NO.PHQ (D-II)CLOTHING/2014/1090 Dated Kohima the 17th Jan 2018.

Sealed tender are hereby invited for supply of Clothing/Equipment 
Items for Nagaland Police, Nagaland Armed Police and Indian Reserve 
Battalions for the year 2017 -2018.

Interested tender(s) may collect detailed tender notice from the o�ce 
of the Director General of Police on payment of Rs. 300/- (Rupees three 
hundred) only on any working days and shall be issued with e�ect from 
18th January -2018.

Last date of receipt of tender is 19th February - 2018 till 12.00 hrs and 
shall be opened on the same day at 13.00 hrs in presence of Tenderer(s).

Addl. Director General of Police (Adm), 
Nagaland: Kohima.

TENDER NOTICE

KG-2260

ENLISTMENT OF FIRMS & VENDORS FY - 2017-18
FOR SUPPLY AND FIXATION OF RUNWAY LIGHTING UNDER OPERATIONAL 
WORKS, VENDORS/ FIRMS WHO HAVE PAST EXPERIENCE OF SUPPLYING 
AND INSTALLING RUNWAY LIGHTING AT AIRPORTS ARE ONLY REQUESTED 
TO GET THEMSELVES REGISTERED/ RENEWED FOR FY 2017-18 BY 30 
JAN 18. VENDORS/ FIRMS CAN GET THEMSELVES REGISTERED IN 2 
CATEGORIES. 
CATEGORY IV - SUPPLY OF ELECTRICAL GOODS. 
CATEGORY V - SUPPLY OF NCEDS. 
ALL INTERESTED FIRMS & VENDORS ARE REQUESTED TO FORWARD 
APPLICATION INCLUDING AVAILABILITY OF SHOP/ SHOWROOM/ FACTORY, 
AFTER SALES SERVICE FACILITY, INFRASTRUCTURE, MACHINERY & 
EQUIPMENT, AFFIDAVIT STATING NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS OF LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, TIN REGN, OWNERSHIP, COPY OF IT RETURNS, SALES 
TAX, VAT & EXCISE CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE, ATTESTED PASSPORT SIZE 
PHOTOGRAPHS, TURN OVER OF LAST TWO YEARS, LIST OF CONSIGNEES 
WITH PERFORMANCE APPRISAL, POLICE VERIFICATION OF OWNERS, 
LIABILITY STATEMENT, PENALTIES PAID IN LAST TWO YEARS, PROOF 
OF EMPLOYMENT OF QUALIFIED ENGINEER ON PAY ROLL AND DETAILED 
ADDRESS PROOF. FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT PRESIDING OFFICER, 
71 ENGINEER REGIMENT, PIN 914071, C/O 99 APO. PH NO 03862224284, 
E-MAIL ID – saatheklakshyabhed@nic.in.  D-4970

Regd.No: 51/2018             DECLARATION   Date: 17.01.2018

Correction of Name & Father’s Name
I, Shri. H.John Assumi, son of Shri. Heito Assumi, permanent resident of Litta Old Village , 
District-Zunheboto, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:-

That the above statements made in Para 1-9 are true to the best of my knowledge and nothing 
material has been concealed herein and I signed this affidavit before the Competent Authority 
on 17th January, 2018 at Kohima. 

Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent above named on this the 17th January, 2018.
DEPONENT

MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India hailing from the Sumi Naga Tribe.
2. That I am presently serving as Junior Engineer, P.H.E.D, Kohima, Nagaland.
3. That this affidavit is made to declare that in my Service Book, inital Appointment Order 

bearing No.CE/PHE/EST-6/2000-2001 dated 03rd August, 2000 and in my Government 
Notification Order bearing No. PHE/EST/384/97 Dated 22nd October 2010, in my Identity 
Card bearing No. Emp.Code bearing No. GONJOH42008, PAN Card bearing Account 
No.AYPPJ6421K, Driving Licence bearing No. NL- 0120150039160, in my State Bank Of 
India, Lerie Branch, Kohima bearing Account No. 30859344168, and in my State Bank of 
India, Zunheboto Branch, bearing Account No. 30940468635 my name has been entered 
and recorded as H. John instead of H. John Assumi and my Father's Name has been entered 
and recorded as Heito arid Heyito Assumi instead of Heito Assumi.

4. That wheareas in my Academic records, Aadhaar Card and in my Children's of official 
documents and records my name has been entered and recorded as H.John Assumi.

5. That whereas in my Final Diploma Examination in Engineering bearing Roll.No. 6101/93 
my name has been entered and recorded as H.John.Asumi.

6. That the above mentioned names H. John, H.John Assumi and H. John Asumi it refers to 
one and the same person i.e. me and it is indistinguishable and synonymous.

7. That the above mentioned names Heito, Heyito Assumi and Heito Assumi it refers to one and 
the same person i.e. my Father and it is indistinguishable and synonymous

8. That this Affidavit shall stand as a piece of evidence for any ratification/clarification if any 
complication that may arise with regard to correction of my name and Father's name in my all 
my official documents and records

9. That this affidavit is signed and sworn before the competent Authority declaring that my 
correct official name is 'H. John Assumi' and my Father's correct official name is 
'Heito Assumi' herein it shall be used for all my official records, future references and future 
correspondence.

K-1525

 Resignation from N.P.F
Dr. Er. VEKHO SWURO alongwith 
thousands of his supporters hereby 
resigns from N.P.F Party with 
immediate e�ect.

Date: 17.01.2018
(Dr. Er. VEKHO SWURO) D-4973
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NPCC asks NPF to desist from double speak

SBI to raise INR 20,000 cr. for affordable housing, infra

Rupee rebounds 16 
paise to 63.88 a dollar
Mumbai, Jan. 17 (Pti): Showing an im-
pressive resilience, the rupee bounced 
back in style after a brief overnight 
crash and ended higher by 16 paise 
at 63.88 against the US currency on 
bouts of dollar selling by exporters and 
banks.

The government’s decision to slash 
its additional borrowing requirement 
for the current fiscal to Rs 20,000 crore 
from Rs 50,000 crore, estimated earlier, 
literally brought some much-needed 
relief for the battered forex market.

Moreover, a sharp pull back in 
crude prices -- below the psychological 
USD 70-mark a barrel -- too supported 
the rupee recovery momentum amid 
fresh capital inflows.

The Indian rupee suffered its big-
gest single-day fall in eight months on 
Tuesday and endured some turbulent 
trading across Asian forex region, hit 
hard by trade deficit worries which 
widened to a three-year high on higher 
oil and gold imports.

The domestic currency had lost 55 
paise, or nearly 1 per cent, to end at a 
fresh two-week low of 64.04 against the 
US dollar.

The government had announced 
recently that it would go in for an ad-
ditional borrowing of Rs 50,000 crore 
during the current financial year, rais-
ing concerns that the country may miss 
the fiscal deficit target fixed at 3.2 per 

cent of GDP.
A breathtaking rally in domestic eq-

uities too weighed on the forex trading 
front. On the international commodity 
front, global crude oil prices gave away 
earlier gains after analysts warned of a 
downward correction after prices have 
gained more than 13 per cent over the 
past month.

Brent crude futures were trading 
lower at USD 68.65 a barrel in early 
Asian trading -- below a three-year high 
of USD 70.37 set earlier in the week. 
Meanwhile, foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) bought shares worth a net Rs 
693.17 crore.

The domestic equities staged a 
spirited comeback after a brief lacklus-
tre session as investors went on a buy-
ing spree on anticipation of recovery in 
corporate earnings and expectations 
of both fiscal discipline and a market-
friendly Budget 2018.

The flagship BSE-Sensex over-
powered another milestone of 35,000 
to end at a new peak with a healthy 
310 points, while Nifty surged over 88 
points at 10,788.55.

The local currency opened lower 
at 64.08 compared to overnight close 
of 64.04 at the Interbank Foreign Ex-
change (forex) market on stray dollar 
buying.

But, soon it regained strength to 
trade in positive terrain tracking bullish 

domestic stocks and adequate dollar 
supplies.

It touched a high of 63.76 in intra-
day trade during the late afternoon 
deals before ending at 63.88, showing a 
smart rise of 16 paise, or 0.25 per cent. 
On the global front, the dollar held 
onto modest gains against other major 
currencies.

The dollar index, which measures 
the greenback’s value against a basket 
of six major currencies, was up at 90.50 
in early trade.

In cross-currency trades, the rupee 
recovered against the euro to settled 
at 78.02 compared to 78.22 and also 
recouped against the Japanese yen to 
close at 57.69 per 100 yens from 57.86 
yesterday. The home unit, however, 
remained sluggish against the pound 
sterling and settled at 88.15 per pound 
from 88.11 earlier.

Elsewhere, pound sterling traded 
little changed moving in tandem with 
euro against the US Dollar ahead of 
mid-day speech from the BoE MPC 
member Saunders. In forward market 
today, premium for dollar declined ow-
ing to fresh receiving from exporters.

The benchmark six-month pre-
mium payable in June eased to 126.50-
128.50 paise from 128-130 paise and 
the far forward December 2018 con-
tract also edged down to 263.50-265.50 
paise from 266-268 paise previously.

Dimapur, Jan. 17 (eMn): Reacting to 
news report in which it was stated that 
NPF had snap ties with the BJP, Na-
galand Pradesh Congress Committee 
(NPCC) has urged the former to desist 
from double standard talk in order to 
fool the voters in Nagaland.

Ridiculing NPF, NPCC media cell 
claimed that both Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha members are still supporting the 
BJP led NDA Government in the centre 
as well as in Manipur state. It went on 
to add that Rajya Sabha MP KG Kenye 
and Kuzholuzo Nienu, leader of NPF’s 
Shurhozielie faction, had assured BJP 
president Amit Shah to continue their 
40 years alliance.

“NPF in July 2017 had adopted the 
resolution to sever ties with BJP after Dr. 

Shurhozielie was dislodged as the chief 
minister by TR Zeliang with the open 
support of the BJP. Reaffirmation of July 
19, 2017, resolution on January 16, 2018, 
is laced with intent to hoodwink voters,” 
NPCC statement said.

NPCC stated that if there was any 
truth in the abrogation of ties with BJP, 
both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha mem-
bers should also withdraw their support 
to the BJP and sit in the Opposition 
Bench with Congress in Parliament and 
defend Christians from persecution and 
also defend the interests of the people. 
It added that they should also withdraw 
from BJP ministry in Manipur state.

“The statement is a dishonest state-
ment made with intent to betray and 
fool Nagaland’s secular voters. This is 

purely double speak to trap voters once 
again and cover up their failures. They 
are the ones responsible for all activi-
ties and freedom of Hindutva activity in 
Nagaland,” it added.

NPCC stated that they would again 
come together after the election singing 
chorus of 40 years association. 

NPCC has also accused Thomas 
Ngullie of planting the ‘Trishul’ in the 
heart of Nagaland in which the state 
chief minister TR Zeliang had blindly 
agreed to lay foundation stones for 
institutions initiated by yoga guru Ram-
dev who is the RSS brand ambassador. 
NPCC has accused them of ignoring the 
feelings of Christian brothers and sisters 
who continue to suffer in pain from the 
persecution across India.

new Delhi, Jan. 17 (Pti): 
State Bank of India today 
said its board has given nod 
to raise Rs 20,000 crore for fi-
nancing affordable housing 
and infrastructure projects 
through long- term bonds.

“The executive commit-
tee of the Central Board in its 
meeting held today has inter 
alia approved, the proposal 
for issuance of long term 
bonds of Rs 20,000 crore 
for financing of infrastruc-
ture and affordable housing 
in domestic and overseas 
market in FY 2017-18 and 
FY 2018-19,” the country’s 
largest bank said in a BSE 
filing.

The bank did not spec-
ify whether the borrowing 
would be in rupee denomi-
nation or foreign currency.

Earlier this month, SBI 
had announced plans to 
raise up to USD 2 billion 
by issuing bonds in the US 
dollar or other convertible 

currency to fund overseas 
expansion.

It had said that the fund-
raising would take place 
through a public offer and/
or private placement of sen-
ior unsecured notes in US 
dollar or any other convert-
ible currency during 2017-18 
and 2018-19.

Shares of State Bank of 
India (SBI) closed 3.44 per 
cent higher at Rs 306.35 
apiece on BSE today.

Although the real es-
tate sector is facing multi-
year slowdown, the afford-
able housing segment has 
gained momentum after 
the government provided 
infrastructure to it in the last 
year’s budget.

The government is also 

providing interest subsidy 
to buyers on the low cost 
homes under Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana.

Recently, HDFC Capital 

Advisors, an arm of mort-
gage leader HDFC, closed 
its second affordable hous-
ing fund, creating a USD 
1-billion corpus.
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Economics of 
Sulking

N
agaland of  late is slowly becoming a state 
where complaints never ends that it seems 
the whole population is sulking all the time. 
Right from the hearth of  every household 

in the villages to every  living room in the urban areas 
the complaints seems to be swelling. It continues to 
every forum and institution including the church that 
it is becoming shriller day by day. In social media it 
has already reached a level where any online reader 
outside the state would paint a vary dystopian picture 
of  the state. All these at times gets transformed into 
protest on the streets. In a democracy, dissent and pro-
tests are vital to the progress of  the state but becomes 
dangerous when it is overused especially by elements 
who actually are on the path to wrest power for them-
selves. Nagaland as a state that birthed out of  conflict 
continues to be one even at present. It therefore has 
become a place that is fertile ground to foment the lo-
cal form of  communal unrests. The history of  the state 
reeks with such cases. In present day Nagaland, there 
are no dearth of  any association if  only one needs one 
to protest and agitate. There are thousands of  associa-
tions in the state all formed for the welfare and well-be-
ing of  the citizens and all ready to jump in to demand 
and protest against any establishment. Probably every 
citizen of  the state will be a member of  at least four as-
sociations on the minimum. It portrays a picture that 
nowhere in the world  a citizen’s right is so protected 
like that in the state. However, it has now become a 
chicken and egg situation with no stopping of  either. 
The corruption continues and the protests also follows. 
The numbers also indicate that of  the 1978502 popu-
lation, according to Census of  India 2011, there are 
741179 main workers which accounts to only 37.4% 
of  the total population. Out of  the remaining 62.5% 
if  the 15% child population is subtracted then nearly 
50% of  the total population is either a marginal worker 
or a non worker. Those numbers can surely become 
dangerous if  it becomes a mob, and it became evident 
during the last few years in the state. Shouting slogans 
that one doesn’t understand, supporting ultimatums 
that does not in any way concern one’s welfare and 
so on and so forth. It can be safely assumed that such 
events are a necessity  for some to survive. So the eco-
nomics of  sulking will continue to thrive unless the 
culture of  freeloading is stopped. 

Ambrose.J.Chakre

Thejalhoukho Casavi 

Confidence in God enables us to live out 
our faith patiently.

 global computer system outage causes wide-
spread flight cancellations, stranding hundreds 
of thousands of passengers at airports. During 

a winter storm, multiple auto accidents close major high-
ways. The person who promised to send a reply “right away” 
has failed to do so. Delays can often produce anger and frus-
tration, but as followers of Jesus, we have the privilege of 
looking to Him for help.

One of the Bible’s great examples of patience is Joseph, 
who was sold to slave traders by his jealous brothers, falsely 
accused by his employer’s wife, and imprisoned in Egypt. 
“But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with 
him” (Genesis 39:20–21). Years later, when Joseph inter-
preted Pharaoh’s dreams, he was made second in command 
in Egypt (ch. 41).

The most remarkable fruit of his patience occurred when 
his brothers came to buy grain during a famine. “I am your 
brother Joseph,” he told them, “the one you sold into Egypt! 
And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives 
that God sent me ahead of you. . . . So then, it was not you 
who sent me here, but God”  (45:4–5, 8).

In all our delays, brief or long, may we, like Joseph, gain 
patience, perspective, and peace as we trust in the Lord.

Father in heaven, in all of our delays may we trust Your 
faithful hand of guidance and experience Your presence 

with us in every situation.

BIBLE READ:  GENESIS 45:1–8
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

So then, it was not you who  
sent me here, but God.           

~  Genesis 45:8

DAILY
PATH

Dealing with 
Delay

Each human being is born as something new, 
something that never existed before. Each is 
born with the capacity to win at life. Each 
person has a unique way of  seeing, hearing, 

touching, tasting, and thinking. Each has his or her 
own unique potentials-capabilities and limitations. 
Each can be a significant, thinking, aware, and creative 
being-a productive person, a winner. The word “win-
ner” has many meanings. When we refer to a person 
as a winner, we do not mean one who makes someone 
else lose. To us, a winner is one who responds authen-
tically by being credible, trustworthy, responsive, and 
genuine, both as an individual and as a member of  a 
society. A loser is one who fails to respond authentical-
ly. Martin Buber makes this distinction as he retells the 
old story of  the rabbi who, on his deathbed, is asked 
if  he is ready for the world to come. The rabbi says 
yes. After all, he will not be asked, “Why were you not 
yourself ?”

Few people are one hundred percent winners or one 
hundred percent losers. It’s a matter of  degree. How-
ever, once a person is on the road to being a winner, his 
or her chances are greater for becoming even more so. 
Winners have different potentials. Achievement is not 
the most important thing. Authenticity is. The authen-
tic person experiences self-reality by knowing, being, 
and becoming a credible, responsive person. Authentic 
people actualize their own unprecedented uniqueness 
and appreciate the uniqueness of  others. 

Authentic persons-winners-do not dedicate their 
lives to a concept of  what they imagine they should 
be; rather, they are themselves and as such do not use 
their energy putting on a performance, maintaining 
pretence, and manipulating others. Winners can reveal 
themselves instead of  projecting images that please, 
provoke, or entice others. They are aware that there is 
a difference between being loving and acting loving, 

between being stupid and acting stupid, between be-
ing knowledgeable and acting knowledgeable. Winners 
do not need to hide behind a mask. They throw off  
unrealistic self-images of  inferiority or superiority. Au-
tonomy does not frighten winners.

All people have moments of  autonomy, if  only 
fleeting. However, winners are able to sustain their 
autonomy over ever-increasing periods of  time. Win-
ners may lose ground occasionally and may even fail. 
Yet, in spite of  setbacks winners maintain a basic self-
confidence. 

Winners are not afraid to do their own thinking and 
to use their own knowledge. They can separate facts 
from opinion and don’t pretend to have all the answers. 
They listen to others, evaluate what they say, but come 
to their own conclusion. Although winners can admire 
and respect other people, they are not totally defined, 
demolished, bound, or awed by them.

Winners do not play “helpless,” nor do they play 
the blaming game. Instead, they assume responsibility 
for their own lives. They do not give others a false au-
thority over them. Winners are their own bosses and 
know it.

A winner’s timing is right. Winners respond appro-
priately to the situation. Their responses are related to 
the message sent and preserve the significance, worth, 
well-being, and dignity of  the people involved. Win-
ners know that for everything there is a season and for 
every activity a time.

A time to be aggressive and a time to be passive,
A time to be together and a time to be alone,
A time to fight and a time to love,
A time to work and a time to play,
A time to cry and a time to laugh,
A time to confront and a time to withdraw
A time to speak and a time to be silent,
A time to hurry and a time to wait.

To winners, time is precious. Winners don’t kill it, 
but live it here and now. Living in the now does not 
mean that winners foolishly ignore their own past his-
tory or fail to prepare for the future. Rather, winners 
know their past, are aware and alive in the present, and 
look forward to the future.

Winners learn to know their feelings and limita-
tions and to be unafraid of  them. Winners are not 
stopped by their own contradictions and ambivalences. 
Being authentic, they know when they are angry and 
can listen when others are angry with them. Winners 
can give and receive affection. Winners are able to love 
and be loved.

Winners can be spontaneous. They do not have to 
respond in predetermined, rigid ways, but can change 
their plans when the situation calls for it. Winners have 
a zest for life, enjoying work, play, food, other people, 
sex, and the world of  nature. Without guilt they enjoy 
their own accomplishments. Without envy they enjoy 
the accomplishments of  others.

Although winners can freely enjoy themselves, they 
can also postpone enjoyment, can discipline them-
selves in the present to enhance their enjoyment in the 
future. Winners are not afraid to go after what they 
want, but they do so in appropriate ways. Winners do 
not get their security by controlling others. They do not 
set themselves up to lose.

A winner cares about the world and its peoples. A 
winner is not isolated from the general problems of  
society, but is concerned, compassionate, and com-
mitted to improving the quality of  life. Even in the 
face of  national and international adversity, a win-
ner’s self-image is not one of  a powerless individual. 
A winner works to make the world a better place.Be 
a winner in 2018.

Rev. Fr. C. Joseph-Counsellor,  
St. Joseph’s College, Jakhama.

We are on a countdown to 
crisis. A nuclear show-
down with Iran is appar-
ent. The battle for Jerusa-

lem has begun. The war will affect every 
person on planet earth. John Hagee

Satan had not been sleeping ever 
since his fall, and as the end of  the era 
of  darkness looms near, he has been 
desperately trying to put his final seal 
of  authority in his own book of  death. 
The death he died he died to himself  
and the torments he suffers in the future 
will be to his own shame. Never the less, 
he still desires the death of  sinners, and 
prays for the resurrection of  evil to sati-
ate his own lust for power, death and 
destruction. The turn of  events around 
the world clearly depicts the fulfillment 
of  the written prophecies of  the Word. 

The evil designs of  satan are evi-
denced in the ways of  the wicked. 
The pending crisis and controversy 
which resurrected from the grave was 
the threat of  Iran to the Great Nation 
of  Israel. This issue had been dogging 
every lover of  God and the climax of  it 
will not be as pleasurable as the sins of  
the present. On February 3, 2004, the 
Daily Telegraph of  London Splashed 
the Headlines: Confession by The Fa-
ther of  Pakistan’s Atomic Bomb: I have 
sold nuclear secrets to Libya, Iran and 
North Korea (Abdul Qadeer Khan ). 

This report stated by Ahmed Rashid 
confirmed that the law of  evil was at 
work but a truth I see in this is that eve-
ry powerful nation of  the world are at 
the mercy of  God. The notion is this: 
Truth says I know what you did; while 
doubt says tell me what you did. The in-
terpretation of  this is that in our pursu-
ance of  truth, doubt may arise, but the 
moment we are perfected in the truth, 
the whole powers of  doubt, fear and 
confusion will be wiped out without 
mercy and the pioneers of  it will live in 
fear, doubt and confusion in hell. This 
is hard to understand and the contents 
of  it will make no sense to the foolish. 

There will not be a greater doubt 
for the lovers of  truth but there is a 
greater concern for the sinners who are 
void of  the truth. It has been revealed 
that the president of  Iran, Mahmoud 
Admadinejad announced to the world 
via Fox News that he intends to share 
Iran’s nuclear power to all Islamic na-
tions. The acts of  this psychotic sinner 
can be likened to the acts of  a sinner 
who fantasizes himself  being surround-
ed by seventy virgins in the next hell. 
If  it is an honor for him to die for sa-
tan, it will be a tragedy for him to be 
with satan in hell. Just weeks after his 
election, the present president of  Iran 
Admadinejad addressed a conference 
in Tehran entitled “ A World Without 
Zionism” and declared that: The oc-
cupation regime of  Qods ( Jerusalem, 
or Israel ) must be wiped off  from the 

map of  the world, and with the help of  
almighty , we shall soon experience a 
world without America and Zionism, 
notwithstanding those who doubt. He 
continued his inflammatory comments 
by saying “ To those who doubt, to 
those who ask is it possible, or  those 
who do not believe, I say accomplish-
ment of  a world without America and 
Israel is both possible and feasible. In 
reference to that scoundrel’s stance 
John Hagee stated “ Those nations who 
aligns with God’s purposes will receive 
his blessings.  Those who follow a pol-
icy of  opposition to God will receive 
the swift and severe judgment of  God 
without limitation (  Numbers 24:9 ) ( 
Emphasis added ).

The policy of  political and mili-
tary aggression sounds more feasible 
because of  the urgency of  the situa-
tion. The long prophesied prophecy 
of  Ezekiel ( 38,39 ) is on the verge of  
completion. There is no doubt that the 
events of  the future in regard to Israel 
will be as dramatic and as miraculous 
as their six day war with their five rogue 
neighbors. Talks of  Iran acquiring nu-
clear weapons are now on a high and 
as a result of  this crisis, the guns of  Is-
rael and America are now trained on 
the sinful nation of  Iran. As the events 
of  the world enfolds, we shall witness 
the truths written in the Bible and the 
truths of  it shall shut the mouths of  
fools and make way for the repentant 
sinners to return to Christ. We don’t 

know what Israel’s showdown with 
Iran will be like, but we do foresee the 
annihilation of  all their foes in the fu-
ture. The account of  the scripture states 
“I will summon a sword against Gog on 
all mountains, declares the Lord. Every 
man’s sword will be against his brother. 
I will execute judgment upon him with 
plague and bloodshed; I will pour down 
torrents of  rain, hail stones and burn-
ing sulphur on him and on his troops 
and on the many nations with him. 
And so I will show my greatness and 
my holiness, and I will make myself  
known in the sight of  many nations. 
Then they will know that I am the Lord 
(Ezekiel 38:21-23 ). The events of  the 
present are just a rundown to the events 
of  the future. Doubt makes us fear but 
truth makes us believe. And the ones 
who believes and lives by the truths till 
the end will experience no death, no 
pain and no sorrows in the next life. 
The One that is in us is greater than the 
one that is of  the world ( 1st John 4:4 ) . 
This is not the end of  the world but the 
end of  it is near.  As the war draws near 
we know that the end is near. Wherever 
there is a carcass, there the vultures 
will gather (Matthew 24:28 ). This is a 
truth which will become memories for 
the future.  This is for Israel, the Nation 
of  God. God made Israel to love Him. 
This is the first step of  faith to the next 
life. How many will we see in the next 
life.  This is a moment for us to medi-
tate on. God loves sinners.

It is not enough for a people to merely make high proclama-
tions about themselves. They have to be worthy of  what they 
claim they are or intend to become.

— Zapuvisie Lhousa (Strange country: My 
experience in Naga Nationalism)

In 1921 the colonial administrator-anthropologist 
J H Hutton in his classic monograph on the An-
gami Nagas lamented in exasperation that Naga 
customs and traditions were fast disappearing 

under the new forces of  change. He did not shy away 
from directly accusing the Christian missions as the 
major cause for it. It was an opinion shared by many of  
his contemporaries. J P Mills, who also wrote some of  
the most well known works on the Nagas, was equally 
vociferous in his scathing attacks on what he perceived 
to be the negative impact of  the new Christian religion 
which was fast gaining popularity among the Nagas. 
Christianity, according to the colonial anthropologists, 
was sounding the death bell of  Naga culture and they 
found the essence of  Naga culture in everything Chris-
tianity attacked. The colonial administrators were ear-
ly on convinced of  the incompatibility between Naga 
culture and Christianity. This conviction grew from 
the experience of  numerous court cases which were 
recorded as “Christians Vs Ancients” in every village 
where Christianity gained converts. Christianity radi-
cally changed the cultural landscape of  the Nagas. For 
better or worse it may be debated. There is no doubt 
the colonial anthropologists opted the later. They be-
lieved that the antagonism between Christianity and 
Naga culture would ultimately result in the complete 
obliteration of  one. And when we see the magnificent 
churches which dominate towns and villages and the 
extravagant Christian festivals and Christian weddings 
in Nagaland today, we may be tempted to think that 
the anthropologists were right after all — Christianity 
has obliterated Naga culture. 

If  Christianity has radically altered Naga society 
and culture, how do we reconcile with the claim of  cul-
tural uniqueness which is so central to the Naga cause? 
An observer may dismiss this claim to be mere rhetoric, 
a means to gain political leverage, for many have asked 
what is so unique about Naga culture when all they see 
today is Nagaland struggling to live a western lifestyle. 
They may well say, “Perhaps the Nagas were culturally 
unique then. Naga culture described in the colonial 
ethnography could definitely qualify as unique but are 
they accurate descriptions of  the present Naga society? 
Have not Naga society changed completely?” Sadly, 
against such charges most Nagas only seems to be ca-
pable of  pitching the classic response — that of  the out-

sider and insider divide. Its basic premise is that only 
a Naga can understand Naga society. This attitude has 
been so abused, to the extent where it is used against 
any criticism (often very valid criticism) which is lev-
eled against the Nagas. The last Christmas celebration 
in my village provided an opportunity to revisit some 
of  the claims of  colonial anthropology. It also brought 
home a powerful reminder why Nagas still stubbornly 
hold on to their claims of  cultural uniqueness.

2017 Christmas celebration in Mezoma village was 
special in more than one sense. A prominent Mezomian 
T. Husie Lhousa and his family hosted the entire vil-
lage for the Christmas feast which brought together all 
the three denominational churches (Baptist, Catholic 
and the Christian Revival) and the three khels (Phet-
suma, Vihutsuma and Nyisenoma) in the village. Had 
Hutton (who was no stranger to the Mezoma inter khel 
disputes during his day) been alive, surely he would 
have a second thought before accusing Christianity of  
bringing the ‘sword of  dissension’. Nagas had a rich 
tradition of  renowned families arranging feast for the 
entire village — what the anthropologists called the 
‘feast of  merit’ — which was described in all details of  
fascination in the colonial anthropological literature. 
I have only read about it in books and heard stories 
of  it from my father. Of  course, the Christmas feast 
was very different from the feast of  merit I read in the 
books or the stories I heard. It had none of  the rituals 
or the peculiar customs which supposedly attended the 
feast in much fanfare. Yet the spirit of  the feast was 
only accentuated, rather than diminished, in the light 
of  the Christmas message. The feast of  merit was once 
the highest marker of  social status within the village. 
The beauty of  the feast lie in the belief  that it is in giv-
ing that we receive. A person received social renown 
by giving away what he had. The Christmas feast set 
the principle higher — that seeking God’s blessing is 
more important than social recognition. This was aptly 
summed up by the host T. Husie in his address, “What 
I offer today is the blessings of  God and my parents. 
I have nothing of  myself  to boast”. A Mezomian can-
not fail to detect the element of  humility, so central to 
the traditional value of  ‘kethezie’, which has been even 
more beautified in the Christian context. Rev Visakuo-
lie Chüsi delivering his Christmas message for the feast 
spoke from Romans 12:21, “overcome evil with good”. 
The object of  the feast was then to bring about some-
thing good for the glory of  God. If  the feast of  merit 
once brought social renown to the hosting family, the 
gospel message placed it on a higher platform — that 
of  glorifying God. 

Equally exciting was the day following Christmas 
when the entire village went for the traditional ‘tirhüthe’ 
(a tradition of  men and women forming a procession 

into the jungle to collect wild plants and leaves for a 
sort of  picnic). Even Mezomians, like most Nagas, be-
lieve that a festival worth celebrating cannot be con-
cluded in one single day. You have to be a Mezomian to 
fully understand the significance of  the three churches 
and the three khels of  Mezoma village forming a single 
line for the procession. The idea was the entire village 
coming together to form one line, a sign of  together-
ness. Men and women, boy and girl were ornament-
ed with a piece of  traditional attire on this day and a 
procession of  mezomia ‘herei’ (shawl specific to Me-
zoma village) along serpentine turns through the jun-
gle paths is worth a photographer’s attention. This day 
also present many interesting anecdotes. Men wear the 
traditional ‘lophie’ (a necklace made from white threads 
rolled tightly together with a green thread circulating 
towards the end) and other ornaments which are pre-
sented to them by their ladyfriends. In turn, the men 
who are lucky to be the recipient of  such gifts share 
their best piece of  meat (often chicken legs and wings) 
with the lady. These gestures may appear quaint and 
old fashioned to a modern observer but the subtlety of  
it all is worth appreciating.

In Mezoma village, Christmas has overshadowed 
all other traditional festivals. This would be a classic 
case of  Christianity undermining tradition in the dis-
course of  colonial ethnography. But experiences re-
veal that many finer elements of  tradition continue to 
thrive. At least in Mezoma, Christmas was not a case 
of  Christianity undermining tradition; rather it is tradi-
tion receiving a higher calling. Mezomians have learnt to 
preserve their tradition for the service of  Christianity. 
Herein also lay the justifiable claim of  cultural unique-
ness. The fact so easily hidden to an outsider is this; the 
depth of  the Nagas claim of  cultural uniqueness starts 
from the village up. For the people of  Mezoma, they 
are not only culturally unique as Nagas, they are also 
culturally unique as Mezomians (this stems from the 
Angami ‘mhosho’ and this feeling is more or less com-
mon to all Angami villages). That is why Christmas 
celebration in Mezoma village is distinctly Mezomian 
in character. 

There is no doubt that modernity has established 
its undeniable mark among the Nagas. Some of  the 
older traditions have been abandoned for good because 
everything that is old is not gold, while much that is 
good in the older tradition has been forgotten. Like 
most Nagas, Mezomians are also facing the challenge 
of  negotiating the balance between tradition and mo-
dernity. It seems to me that Christianity can serve as 
an effective measure. Christianity is at once a reminder 
of  the old things that need to be discarded and yet a 
hopeful platform where the best in our tradition can 
still be preserved. 

To Be a Winner in 2018

Powers of Nuclear in Evil Hands

Christmas in Mezoma Village
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): An intense con-
versation with a close friend or romantic part-
ner could bring you closer to this person. You 
probably share a number of  goals, Aries, and 

discussions could lead to how you could work together 
in order to make them happen for both of  you. You’re 
more likely to take the lead, however, since your commu-
nicative abilities are particularly high right now. Put your 
heads together and move forward! Enjoy!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Discussions 
with others could result in new plans and op-
portunities for advancing yourself  on any level 
you wish: career, financial, or social. Inner re-

sources may come to light that you might not have been 
aware of  before. You could also decide to make use of  
creative abilities that have lain fallow for a while. Give 
some careful thought to the next couple of  months, Tau-
rus. So many ideas may come your way that it might not 
be feasible to try to use them all.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your life cir-
cumstances may have altered so much in the 
past few months that you could be in an en-
tirely different space than ever before, Gemini. 

Success and good fortune have increased your self-im-
age, and business and money matters should be going 
well. Today you should pause to take some time to as-
sess your situation and decide in which direction you 
want to go. You now have it in your power to make 
dreams come true.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may have 
preferred not to acknowledge your own psy-
chic abilities in the past, Cancer, but today 
they could prove impossible to ignore. Visions, 

premonitions, and telepathic messages from others could 
pop into your mind all day. This shouldn’t be treated as 
something strange, but rather you should regard it as a 
source of  inner power. Abilities like this increase your un-
derstanding of  others as well as yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The recent com-
pletion of  one or more long-term goals may 
cause you to pause today and consider what 
you’re going to aim for next. Don’t be afraid 

to be more ambitious than before, Leo, because you’ve 
acquired an inner power that gives you more confidence 
and a stronger belief  in yourself. It is belief  in our own 
self-worth that gives us the power to move mountains. 
Don’t be surprised if  over the next few months you find 
yourself  moving a few!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Recent career 
advances may have you wondering where to 
go next. You could be considering taking some 
time off  to travel or perhaps advance your edu-

cation. You aren’t likely to want to rest on your laurels, 
Virgo. Striving to reach new horizons is important to 
you, and today is the perfect day to consider what hori-
zons are the most critical to you now. Nonetheless, it’s 
important to be sure. Don’t feel the need to rush into 
anything just yet.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A new and 
highly compelling interest may have captured 
your imagination. You could find it difficult 
to think of  much else, Libra, and so it might 

be a good idea to try to find the most beneficial ways 
to pursue this subject. Your abilities for in-depth study 
are enhanced by intuition, so reading could well prove 
especially beneficial right now. Classes and workshops 
could give you assistance as well as information. Find 
what works best for you!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
might turn your attention toward discover-
ing new ways to advance yourself  financially, 
Scorpio. You’re likely to be more aware than 

usual of  your inner power. Reading about various possi-
bilities could be enlightening, especially as you’re feeling 
particularly capable today and therefore more likely to be 
able to zero in on whatever method is best for you. You 
might want to sequester yourself  from everybody in order 
to be able to concentrate.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Events 
both in your personal and public arenas could 
give you a new and unexpected sense of  pow-
er over your own destiny, Sagittarius. Perhaps 

hard work has paid off  in career and financial advance-
ment. Support and encouragement from friends and fam-
ily are likely to spur you on to further accomplishments, 
particularly in areas requiring leadership. If  you make 
good use of  these abilities now, this trend could continue.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Visitors 
in the home could share stories of  strange ex-
periences of  some sort, perhaps intense and 
vivid dreams, visions, or maybe premonitions 

that have come true. This could spark some deep thought, 
Capricorn, causing you to reflect on similar experiences 
of  your own. It might be a good idea for you and your 
friends to attend some classes or workshops on psychic 
development. The experiences will probably continue, 
and they’re more understandable when you know what 
to look for.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today 
you could enter a new romantic relationship, 
Aquarius, or you could experience a new sense 
of  unity and commitment within an existing 

one. Whichever it is, the relationship might become very 
intense, so be sure that you and your partner make the 
effort to give each other plenty of  space. Powerful bonds 
can lead to great strength as a couple, but they can also 
bind and constrict if  each party isn’t allowed to grow and 
develop as an individual.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you’re 
likely to be feeling especially fit and healthy 
and able to take on the most monumental of  

tasks, Pisces. Therefore, you could well decide to clean 
out the basement or tear all the weeds out of  the back-
yard. Take care to pace yourself! These things need to be 
done, but not all at once. It’s just as important for you to 
enjoy yourself  as to spend the whole day working.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

How Rejuvenation of Stem Cells Could Lead to Healthier AgingWater Repellent Coating That 
Mimics Lotus Surface Developed 

“Rampant” and “elderly” are words 
rarely used in the same sentence, un-
less we are talking of  the percentage 

of  people over 65 years old worldwide. Life 
expectancy has considerably increased, but 
it is still unknown how many of  those years 
are going to be lived in good health.

As a researcher of  blood cancers and ag-
ing, I inevitably think about how in the next 
few decades a very large part of  the popula-
tion will deal with cancer treatments. Are 
we doing the best to manage the side effects, 
or even to manage aging itself ? Could we 
accumulate just wisdom, instead of  aches 
and pain?

Rejuvenation strategies once sounded 
like science fiction, but they are becoming 
more and more promising. New research 
from my institute, Weill Cornell Medical 
College, suggests that transplantation of  
young blood vessel cells rejuvenates aged 
stem cells in mice, boosting older blood 
system function. It also shows signs that it 
could aid in recovery of  the side effects of  
cancer therapy for humans.
What happens to our blood system as 
we age?
Of  the over 7 billion people on Earth, more 
than 600 million are age 65 and older. This 
group, for the first time in human history, 
is expected by 2020 to be larger than the 
number of  children below age 5. Aging is 
a risk factor for many conditions, such as 
blood cancer, so we can foresee that aging 
countries should prepare to deal with the 
consequences in health care.

The blood system, also called the he-
matopoietic system, is responsible for pro-
ducing blood cells throughout a person’s 
life. We know that, with age, its function 
declines.

All blood cells derive from a hierarchical 
system, with common ancestor cells, called 
hematopoietic stem cells, at its apex. Over 
the course of  a person’s life, these cells will 
continuously supply all types of  blood cells 
that we need, including different types of  
immune cells.

As we age, blood stem cells become less 
able to perform at the best of  their capabili-
ty. This results in a decreased ability to fight 
infections and increased incidence of  blood 
cancer in the over-65 population.

Older patients are also frequently not 
good candidates for bone marrow trans-
plant, the cure for many blood disorders. 
This is because of  a higher degree of  com-
plications after transplant, which is also 
limited by having enough numbers of  stem 
cells to reconstitute the hematopoietic sys-
tem in an adult. Therefore, strategies to sup-
port blood stem cell recovery are needed to 
expand the pool of  possible bone marrow 
transplant recipients.
Blood vessel cells and how they work
Blood vessel cells, or endothelial cells, are 
a particular cell type that lines the inside of  
blood vessels. They contribute to form ar-
teries, veins and capillaries. For a long time, 
endothelial cells have been perceived as a 
passive conduit for blood.

However, in recent years, scientists have 
seen a new role for these cells. They discov-
ered that blood vessel cells actively sustain 
nearby stem cells and guide organ regenera-
tion.

So, instead of  a pipe system, we can 
think of  blood vessel cells more like active 
supporters lined up along a cyclist’s race. 
This dynamic role has been found to be true 
for many organs, including the one respon-
sible for making new blood cells, the bone 
marrow.

In the marrow, blood stem cells are 
found in close contact with blood vessels 
cells, which provide many types of  sub-
stances, such as KIT ligand that stem cells 
need to keep performing at their best.

As we get older, endothelial cell support-
ive function declines, and they become dys-
functional. They can still perform the basic 
function of  architectural support for blood 
flow, but they are less able to support nearby 
stem cells.

A recent study from Weill Cornell Medi-
cal College shows that older blood vessel 
cells made young blood stem cells act old. 
Led by Dr. Jason Butler and Dr. Michael 
Poulos, the research isolated blood vessel 
cells from young or old mice and grew them 
in petri dishes with blood stem cells.

The young blood stem cells bias showed 
a tendency toward producing more of  one 
type of  immune cells, myeloid cells, which 
is a hallmark of  aging.

In a complementary experiment in the 
study, the youngster cells rejuvenated the 
old ones. The team found out that the re-

juvenated old cells were able to create a 
healthy blood system when transplanted 
back into mice.

The group then gave mice a strong dose 
of  whole body radiation, similar to what pa-
tients undergo prior to bone marrow trans-
plant. Then, they infused the mice with 
endothelial cells isolated from young mice. 
They found that the blood vessel infusions 
enhanced the recovery of  the hematopoietic 
system and restored blood stem cell func-
tion in aged mice.

When the team modeled a bone marrow 
transplant on the mice, they even observed 
that mice infused with endothelial cells re-
gained a healthy blood system, even if  the 
number of  blood stem cell transplanted was 
suboptimal.
Benefits ahead?
The study shows that young blood ves-
sels can potentially rejuvenate blood stem 
cell functions, and mitigate the effects of  
medically induced stress, such as radiation 
therapy. The endothelial cells also protected 
other organs affected by radiation through-
out the body, including the gut, skin, spleen 
and liver.

This global protection has many poten-
tial benefits for those undergoing cancer 
therapy, Butler explained in a statement. 
Those benefits include a shorter recov-
ery time, less susceptibility to infections 
and lower the number of  blood stem cells 
needed to achieve a successful transplant. 
The infusion of  endothelial cells could thus 
lower the complication rates for elderly pa-
tients, Butler said.

At this time several groups are explor-
ing endothelial cells as support strategy for 
blood stem cells, in mice and nonhuman 
primates.

Researchers agree on two very relevant 
issues that will influence the clinical appli-
cation of  these findings.

First, the infused blood vessel cells stick 
around transiently, which means lower 
chances of  any potential toxic or unwant-
ed side effect. Second, the infusions would 
work as an adjunct therapy for clinical pro-
tocols already in place, a sort of  upgrade on 
standard treatment. This could potentially 
speed up the clinical translation of  these 
findings.

“The bullets are already there; this is a 
better one,” said Poulos.

Researchers are 
trying to mimic 
biological prin-
ciples to develop 

new engineering solutions 
for medicine, industryand 
the environment. The ap-
proach combines lifesci-
ences with engineering and 
the physical sciences. 

In case of  lotus leaf, 
beaded water droplets read-
ily roll off  on slight tilting 
of  the interface.Such super-
hydrophobicity of  lotus 
leaf  has inspired research-
ers to develop products or 
synthetic materials with ex-
tremely liquid water repel-
ling surface that could meet 
real world challenges.

 Researchers at Indian 
Institute of  Technology-
Guwahati have provided a 
strategy for self-healing and 
super-hydrophobic coating 
which might simplify the 
process of  protecting sur-
faces from water.The find-
ing has been reported in 
scientificjournal Chemistry 
of  Materials.

“Our aim was to synthe-

size substrate independent 
coatings with highly durable 
bio-mimicked wettability—
which would be capable of  
performing on severe con-
ditions. Synthesis of  such 
material is unprecedented in 
literature. We have got some 
promising results,” said Dr 
Uttam Manna, who led the 
research.

The synthetic super-
hydrophobic material could 
provide a general platform 
to design materials for 
widespread applications 
including self-cleaning, 
oil-water separation, water 
harvesting, guided water 
transfer, drug release, drug 
screening etc. 

Researchers formulated 
Amino-graphene oxide 
(AGO) 2D Nano sheets--
which are well known for 
its exceptional mechanical 
property in the reactive and 
porous polymeric coatings. 
The covalent integration 
of  this AGO makes poly-
meric coating elastic, and 
eventually makes it capable 
of  self-healing pressure in-

duced by physical damage. 
On the other hand, 

‘chemically reactive’ and 
porous polymeric coat-
ing allowed to tailor the 
essential chemistry and 
topography - three dimen-
sionally-in the material and 
provided robust bulk super-
hydrophobicity.

Researchers have also 
tested polymeric coating 
for various physical stresses 
to check the durability of  
the embedded antifouling 
property of  the synthesized 
materials.They claim that 
the current design is highly 
durable and has absolutely 
self-healable super-hydro-
phobicity without requiring 
any external stimuli. 

Most often, such in-
terfaces suffer from poor 
durability under diverse 
circumstances.“Our re-
search interest is to devel-
op self-healing and robust 
bio-mimicked interface-
which would be useful in 
many diverse outdoor en-
ergy and healthcare related 
applications,”said Avijit 
Das, first author in this 
study.Since the synthesized 
coating is capable of  with-
standing various physical 
damageswithout any exter-
nal interventions, it could 
find commercial applica-
tions in future.  

The research team in-
cluded Avijit Das, Jumi 
Deka, K. Raidongia and 
Uttam Manna. The work 
was funded by the Science 
and Engineering Research 
Board (SERB) of  the De-
partment of  Science and 
Technology (DST) and the 
Board of  Research in Nu-
clear Sciences.

Nagaland: With Ally NPF Set to Snap Ties, BJP 
Moves to Forge a New Alliance With NDPP

 Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty | thewire.in

The outcome appears 
to be in BJP’s favour 

as NPF leader Neiphu 
Rio quit the party and 

is poised to join the 
newly-formed NDPP 

and become the joint CM 
candidate.

One of  the oldest alli-
ance partners of  the BJP, 
the Naga People’s Front 

(NPF), is set to snap ties with it 
and fight the Nagaland assembly 
elections alone. The polls are likely 
to take place in February or March.

However, with political devel-
opments turning at a rapid pace in 
the state, spiralled by the NPF’s de-
cision – termed “surprising” even 
by many of  its own MLAs – the 
outcome by the end of  January 17 
appears to be in the favour of  the 
BJP.

According to sources in the 
state BJP, the party is likely to forge 
an alliance with a new regional 
party, the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP). This 
was cemented when, late January 
17, it came to be known that NPF 
leader and three-time chief  minis-

ter Neiphu Rio quit the party, mak-
ing it possible for him to join the 
NDPP and become the joint chief  
ministerial candidate.

BJP state sources had in fact, 
before Rio’s resignation was con-
firmed, said that both BJP national 
president Amit Shah, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and home 
minister Rajnath Singh are open to 
working with Rio. “Though NPP 
is a partner of  the NDA at the 
Centre, BJP is weighing the option 
of  forging an alliance with NDPP 
with Rio as the chief  ministerial 
candidate.”

In fact, Rio had reportedly 
reached out recently to the BJP 
central leadership. Rio’s decision 
likely also stems from the NPF tak-
ing an open stand against his join-
ing state politics again. Though the 
recently formed NDPP is headed 
by former Congress veteran Ching-
wang Konyak, Rio, in a press note 
on January 2, had “given moral 
support” to it.

More so, on January 17, Kon-
yak, joined by the party’s work-
ing president Alemteshi Jamir and 
other members, called on Rio at his 
Dimapur house and “appealed to 
him” to join the party.
Simmering discontent
The BJP and the NPF (earlier 

called the Nagaland People’s 
Council) have been alliance part-
ners since 1977 when the Janata 
Party was formed as a political 
alternative to the Congress. When 
NPF first formed a government in 
the state in 2003, the BJP became 
its junior partner. Since then, the 
coalition has managed to keep a 
grip on power in the state.

However, with the BJP getting 
more and more aggressive about 
forming governments of  its own 
in the Northeastern states, sus-
picion has been brewing in the 
NPF leadership. It took an ugly 
turn in July 2017 when NPF presi-
dent and then state chief  minister, 
Shurhozelie Leizeitsu, accused the 
BJP of  “trying to repeat Arunach-
al style again in Nagaland”.

What Leiseitsu hinted at was 
a possible hand of  the BJP in the 
political coup that the NPF leader 
and his predecessor, T.R. Zeliang, 
pulled off  on his government that 
same month – akin to the one engi-
neered against Congress chief  min-
ister Nabam Tuki in 2016.

As many as 34 of  the 47 NPF 
MLAs, led by Zeliang and Lok 
Sabha member Neiphu Rio, revolt-
ed against Leizeitsu and parked 
themselves at a resort in the Ka-
ziranga National Park in Assam, 
demanding that Leizeitsu vacate 
the post of  the chief  minister for 

Zeliang.
In February 2017, Leizeitsu 

had taken over the reins of  the 
state after violence erupted in parts 
of  Nagaland. It was triggered by 
Zeliang’s decision as the chief  min-
ister to hold the urban local body 
elections with 33% reservation for 
women.

Lezeitsu, not being an elected 
member of  the state assembly, had 
to win the polls to continue as the 
chief  minister within three months’ 
time. Local media reports said he, 
however, had “an understanding” 
with Zeliang to reinstate him as 
soon as the violence subsided.

The problem began when 
Leizeitsu decided to contest the by-
poll this past August and won from 
the Northern Angami seat, which 
had been vacated for him by his 
son. With help from the BJP and 
state governor P.B. Acharya (an 
old RSS hand in the Northeast), 
Zeliang unseated Leizeitsu.

With the NPF a divided house 
and a split imminent, Leizeitsu, 
on July 19, 2017, held a meeting 
of  central office bearers in state 
capital Kohima where the party re-
solved to break ties with the BJP. 
However, in the ensuing months, 
both factions of  the NPF finally 
decided to come together at the 
behest of  the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI) because of  the near-

ing assembly polls so that there 
would be no confusion among the 
voters regarding their election sym-
bols.
The end of the ceasefire
But the truce has eventually proved 
to be short-lived. On January 16, in 
a significant political development, 
the NPF decided to reaffirm the 
July 2017 resolution and snap ties 
with the BJP.

Interestingly, though the party’s 
central executive categorically stat-
ed in the meeting that Rio would 
not be allowed to return to state 
politics before ending his term as 
the Lok Sabha member, it picked 
Zeliang as the party’s chief  min-
isterial candidate for the coming 
polls.

Sources in the NPF told The 
Wire that the decision was taken 
keeping in mind Zeliang “weigh-
ing the option of  leaving NPF 
lately in favour of  the National 
People’s Party” (NPP), led by 
Conrad Sangma. This past week, 
Zeliang is learnt to have had a 
close-door meeting with Sangma 
at his Dimapur residence. Sangma, 
during a visit to Dimapur this past 
December, launched the party in 
Nagaland and told reporters that it 
would contest the assembly polls in 
the state.

Sources said what might have 
triggered Zeliang to reach out to 

NPP was Leizeitsu’s decision to 
keep out all his trusted MLAs from 
the working committee formed this 
past December 29 for the ensuing 
polls.

“He developed the worry that 
Leizeitsu may try not to give party 
tickets to his supporters and there-
by cut his clout. The 17-member 
committee, however, included Ze-
liang,” a source said.

“Taken by surprise by Lezeit-
su’s move, Zeliang even reached 
out to Union home minister Ra-
jnath Singh, seeking the postpone-
ment of  the assembly elections. He 
suggested that the polls be post-
poned till the Naga Accord is final-
ised,” the source added.

As per media reports, Singh 
had turned down the request, stat-
ing that “it is the domain of  the 
Election Commission”. State BJP 
sources told The Wire on January 
17 that though “Zeliang is close to 
Ram Madhav (BJP national gener-
al secretary in charge of  the North-
east), he has refused to take up his 
offer to join the BJP as he thinks 
the party will not be able to win too 
many seats on its own in the Chris-
tian majority state.”

However, BJP, by January 16, 
managed to get his close aide and 
former home minister Y Patton to 
cross sides from the NPF stable 
and join it.
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Nirmala Sitharaman waves from the cock-pit of IAF’s Sukhoi-30 MKI 
plane before taking off for a sortie, in Jodhpur on Wednesday.

PTI

1st woman def. minister on Sukhoi; 
Sitharaman breaks records

Terrorism mother of all disruptions — Sushma Swaraj

Don’t see serious trouble, but 
forces ready for any exigency 
— Army chief on Doklam

Calcutta High Court lawyers 
demand more judges

Pension regulator relaxes 
withdrawal norms under NPS

Aadhaar an “electronic leash” on citizens — senior lawyer in SC

Jodhpur, Jan 17 (IANS): 
India’s first woman De-
fence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Wednesday 
donned an olive green flight 
suit to fly in Indian Air 
Force’s frontline aircraft, 
Sukhoi Su-30 MKI -- an 
indigenously-built twin-
engine fighter jet capable of  
carrying out nuclear strikes.

The supersonic jet pilot-
ed by Group Captain Sumit 
Garg carrying Sitharaman 
took off  from the Air Force 
station here in Rajasthan. 
She was seen seated in the 
cockpit for the 40-minute 
sortie.

The Minister told the 
media that she felt “very 
proud and thankful” to the 
Air Force for letting her 
have the experience of  fly-
ing in a fighter craft. 

“It actually tells me with 
what rigor, practice, what 
level of  readiness and how 
quickly they (defence per-
sonnel) have to respond 
to situations. It was eye-
opening and memorable,” 
Sitharaman said.

With this, Sitharaman 
became the second Indian 
woman leader to fly in a 
Sukhoi-30 jet. Earlier, then 
President Pratibha Patil had 
flown in the fighter in 2009. 

Sitharaman donned a 
helmet with oxygen mask 
and wore a flight overall 
and a G-Suit, also called 
anti-gravity suit -- worn by 
pilots for comfort when the 

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS): 
Asserting that having radically 
divergent views of how the world 
runs is likely to enhance disrup-
tive tendencies, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj here on 
Wednesday said terrorism is the 
mother of all disruptions today.

Delivering the plenary address 
at this year’s Raisina Dialogue, 
India’s flagship conference on 
geopolitics and geo-economics, 
Sushma Swaraj said it is “impor-
tant that the world today debate 
and clarify the practices and ethos 
which underwrites the interna-
tional order”. 

Organised by the Ministry of  
External Affairs and the Observer 
Research Foundation think tank, 
the theme of  this year’s Raisina 
Dialogue is “Managing Disrup-
tive Tendencies: Ideas, Institutions 
and Idioms”.

Observing that there are ques-
tion marks about the old liberal 
order, Sushma Swaraj said that 
finding greater common ground 
for more effective international 
relations and more efficient global 
economics is today a big challenge. 

She said there was a time 
when terrorism was seen as other 

people’s problem or a law and 
order situation and also used as an 
instrument of statecraft “but that 
time has long gone by”. 

Citing the example of  the Is-
lamic State terror organisation as 
having reinforced this stereotype, 
she said: “While not without ba-
sis, what is even more dangerous is 
terrorism from governed spaces; in 
fact, terrorism actively supported 
and sponsored by states. To expect 
that an activity which draws on all 
the ills of the world -- fanaticism, 
crime, bloodshed and illegal trade 
-- will not have a corrosive impact 
beyond its intended arena is un-
realistic.”

This, she said, would not spare 
its originators and practitioner and 
ensuring zero-tolerance towards 
terrorism is the call of  the day.

“The message is particularly 
to those who continue to believe 
that it can be an instrument of  
convenience,” Sushma Swaraj 
said, without naming Pakistan.

Observing that the threat of  
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction (WMDs) is another 
disruptive element, she said that 
“the fact that proliferation threats 
are encouraged in large measure 

by arguments that favour the 
actual use of  WMDs, especially 
nuclear weapons” cannot be ig-
nored. “I am glad that there is 
also a session devoted to nuclear 
unpredictability.”

“Let me add that support for 
proliferation may also not just be 
theoretical. Many contemporary 
developments have their roots in 
longstanding proliferation link-
ages that the world deliberately 
chose to overlook.

“Like terrorism, nuclear pro-
liferation cannot be addressed 
effectively in a segmented manner. 
Fuller disclosure and greater ac-
countability are a must.”

On the current global order, 
Sushma Swaraj said that what 
characterises international rela-
tions today “is a sharp departure 
from longstanding assumptions 
and practices”. 

“Some of  that certainly re-
flects structural trends, that have 
led to the rebalancing of the global 
economy, and consequently, of  
international politics. This is par-
ticularly true in respect of Asia.” 

Averring that economic and 
commercial happenings shape the 
global order in a very profound 

way, Sushma Swaraj said: “While 
the focus in the past was essen-
tially on comparative advantage 
and market access, there is now a 
growing realisation of the critical 
importance of connectivity.”

In this context, she referred 
to the Chabahar Port in Iran 
and air corridor to India that 
have benefitted Afghanistan, the 
under-progress India-Myanmar-
Thailand trilateral highway that 
will boost connectivity between 
India and southeast Asia and 
the International North-South 
Corridor between India, Iran and 
Europe. 

“Implementation of  our SA-
GAR (Security and Growth for 
All in the Region) doctrine will 
similarly have a positive effect on 
sea-borne trade,” she stated. 

Stating that the building of  
connectivity is a consultative 
process, Sushma Swaraj said 
that it should be based on norms 
of  transparency, good govern-
ance, commercial viability, fis-
cal responsibility and “respect 
for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity”, which is an obvious 
reference to the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) that 

runs through Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir.

“New lines of  connectivity 
must certainly be treated as posi-
tively disruptive when they accord 
with such practices,” she said. 

She said that for the foresee-
able future, it appears that “na-
tions with growing capabilities 
and larger awareness will have 
to step forward and bear more 
responsibility”. 

“On India’s part, I can state 
that this is already happening. 
Whether it is the civil war in Yem-
en, the earthquake in Nepal, the 
landslides in Sri Lanka, the water 
crisis in Maldives, the cyclone in 
Myanmar or the typhoon in Fiji, 
we are amongst the first respond-
ers in humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response situations.” 

Referring to the Indo-Pacific 
region turning into the centre of  
geopolitics, Sushma Swaraj said 
regional cooperative endeavours 
may now acquire greater credibil-
ity and salience. 

“In our own region, we are 
finding a renewed interest in col-
laborative activities in the Indo-
Pacific and even in the Bay of  
Bengal,” she said.

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (PTI): 
The Army does not visu-
alise any “serious trouble” 
post-Doklam episode as the 
border forces of  India and 
China are holding regular 
exchange and the earlier 
“bonhomie” has returned, 
but the forces are prepared 
for any exigency, Army 
chief General Bipin Rawat 
said on Tuesday

Rawat also insisted that 
the PLA soldiers were not 
in the same numbers in the 
North Dolam (Doklam) 
area as they were at the 
time of  the (India-China 
military) stand-off

“They have carried out 
some infrastructure de-
velopment, most of  it is 
temporary in nature. But 
while their troops may have 
returned and the infrastruc-
ture remains, it is any body’s 
guess whether they would 
come back there, or it is 
because of  the winter they 
could not take their equip-
ment away,” Rawat said

He was responding to a 

question on Facebook Live, 
posted by the Observer Re-
search Foundation (ORF), 
one of  the organisers of  
the multi-lateral ‘Raisina 
Dialogue’

“But then we are also 
there. In case they come 
(back), we will face them,” 
Rawat added

The Army chief ’s re-
marks come in the wake of  
media reports about China 
carrying out some infra-
structure development in 
the disputed region

He said the mechanism 
in place to defuse the ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries are working very well

Indian and Chinese 
troops had been locked in 
a stand-off  for over two 
months last year in the 
Doklam area near Sikkim 
before “disengaging” on 
August 28.

There was also an in-
cident of  road building by 
Chinese civilians at Tuting 
in Arunachal Pradesh, but 
that was resolved last week.

Kolkata, Jan. 17 (PTI): The 
Bar Association of Calcutta 
High Court today threatened 
to go on an indefinite strike 
if  immediate steps are not 
taken to appoint judges to fill 
up vacant posts at the high 
court, which is at present 
working at less than half of  
its sanctioned strength of 72 
judges.

B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n 
president Uttam Majumdar 
said lawyers of  the 156-
year old high court will go 
on an indefinite strike if  
the strength of  judges are 
not increased to 50 at least 
within a month.

“We have written to 
the President of  India, 
Chief  Justice of  India and 
the Union Law minister 
seeking immediate steps to 
fill up the vacant posts of  
judges,” he told reporters 
here.

Majumdar said that 
lawyers would wear black 
badges to protest delay in 
appointment of  judges, 

which will be followed by 
sit-in dharnas and half-
day strike. If  the protests 
fail, they would go for the 
indefinite strike.

The first high court in 
the country now has only 
31 judges, of  whom three 
will retire by February and 
another judge is scheduled 
to go to Delhi High Court 
as its chief justice. This will 
further reduce the working 
strength of judges at the high 
court to 27.

T h e  h u ge  nu m b e r 
of  vacancies is severely 
affecting justice delivery 
system, he claimed.

“While the judges are 
overburdened with pending 
cases, lawyers and litigants 
are also facing huge problems 
owing to delay in hearings 
and pronouncement of  
orders,” the bar association 
president said.

According to official 
data, around 2.22 lakh 
cases are pending before the 
Calcutta High Court.

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (PTI): 
Relaxing norms, PFRDA has 
permitted partial withdrawal 
under the National Pension 
System (NPS) for purchase 
of  residential premises, 
treatment of critical illness, 
higher  educat ion and 
marriage of children.

NPS subscribers who 
have contributed for three 
years can now withdraw 
up to 25 per cent of  the 
corpus for meeting specified 
expenses, Pension Fund 
Regulatory Development 
Authority (PFRDA) said in 
a circular. The withdrawal 
will be permitted only three 
times during the tenure of  
the subscription, it added.

The specified purposes 
for which funds could be 

withdrawn from the NPS 
account, include higher 
education of children or their 
marriage. The withdrawal 
will be also permitted for 
purchase/ construction of  
residential house or flat.

The circular further said 
that “in case the subscriber 
a l r e a d y  ow n s  e i t h e r 
individually or in the joint 
name a residential house or 
a flat, other than ancestral 
property”, no withdrawal 
will be permitted.

Funds can also be 
withdrawan for treatment of  
illnesses like cancer, kidney 
failure, coronary artery 
bypass graft, heart valve 
surgery and paralysis. NPS is 
government’s flagship social 
security programme.

New Delhi, Jan. 17 (PTI): Terming 
Aadhaar as “an electronic leash”, a 
senior lawyer today told the Supreme 
Court that the government could 
completely destroy an individual by 
“switching off ” the 12-digit unique 
identifier number.

The argument was made before a 
five-judge Constititution bench headed 
by Chief  Justice Dipak Misra which 
commenced hearing on a batch of  
petitions challenging the constitutional 
validity of  the government’s flagship 
Aadhaar programme and its enabling 
Act of 2016.

However, the bench, also com-
prising Justices A K Sikri, A M 
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and 
Ashok Bhushan, countered senior ad-
vocate Shyam Divan, asking whether 
the state “cannot say that it has every 
right to find out the number of schools, 
children or the real beneficiaries of  
a welfare scheme and verify the real 
beneficiaries of huge funds which it is 
spending, it needs Aadhaar number. 
This is a valid argument.” 

It posed whether the government 
does not have the right to say that 
it was spending crores of  rupees on 
welfare schemes and needed to verify 
whether benefits reached the needy 
and the leakages or pilferages of  re-
sources stopped.

The bench also asked what will 
happen to the biometric data col-
lected before the Aadhaar Act, 2016 
-- whether they will be destroyed if  the 
petitioners challenging the validity of  
the Aadhaar programme succeeded.

Divan, who opened arguments on 
behalf of petitioners, said that through 
a succession of  “marketing strata-
gems” and by employing “smoke and 
mirrors”, the government has rolled 
out a “little understood” programme 
that seeks to “tether every resident of  
India to an electronic leash”.

“This leash is connected to a 
central database that is designed to 
track transactions across the life of  
the citizen.

This record will enable the State 
to profile citizens, track their move-
ments, assess their habits and silently 
influence their behaviour. Over time, 
the profiling enables the State to stifle 
dissent and influence political decision 
making,” he argued.

Divan said “the State is empow-
ered with a ‘switch’ by which it can 
cause the civil death of an individual. 
Where every basic facility is linked to 
Aadhaar and one cannot live in soci-
ety without an Aadhaar number, the 
switching off  of Aadhaar completely 
destroys the individual.” 

He said the petitioners are cer-
tain that if  the Aadhaar Act and the 
programme were allowed to operate 
“unimpeded”, it would “hollow out” 
the Constitution, particularly the great 
rights and liberties it has assured to its 
citizens.

Divan is representing several pe-
titioners like former Karnataka High 
Court judge Justice K S Puttaswamy, 
several activists Aruna Roy, Shantha 
Sinha and veteran CPI(M) leader V S 
Achuthanandan.

Divan, who argued through the 
day and would continue his submis-
sions tomorrow, said “a person cannot 
avail the facility of a welfare scheme, if  
the finger prints do not match the tem-
plates set by UIDAI,” he said, adding 
that for seven years, biometric data of  
individuals were collected without any 
legal framework but only on executive 
orders.

Moreover, over three crore citizens 
have not been able to register their 
biometric data, he said and asked how 
can the government exclude such a big 
part of the population who could not 
be registered without any fault on their 
part, from availing benefits.

Divan contended that at its core, 
Aadhaar alters the relationship be-
tween the citizen and the State and 
diminishes the status of the citizen.

Observing that the case at hand 
was unique as the programme was it-
self  without any precedent, the senior 

lawyer said “no democratic society has 
adopted a programme that is similar in 
its command and sweep. There are few 
judicial precedents to guide us.

“The closest foreign cases have all 
been decided in favour of the citizens, 
repelling the invasive programmes by 
the State.” 

He said this case was about a new 
technology that the government has 
sought to deploy and a new architec-
ture of governance has been built on 
this technology.

A people’s Constitution will trans-
form into a State Constitution, Divan 
said and asked whether the Constitu-
tion allowed the State to embrace 
this new programme or whether the 
key document repudiates “the giant 
electronic mesh that Aadhaar was 
creating.” 

He also expressed concern over 
extending the Aadhaar platform to 
private corporations, the degree of  
tracking and extent of  profiling will 
“exponentially increase”.

“Rights freely exercised, liberties 
freely enjoyed, entitlements granted 
by the Constitution and laws are all 
made conditional. Conditional on a 
compulsory barter. The barter compels 
the citizen to give up her biometrics 
‘voluntarily’, allow her biometrics and 
demographic information to be stored 
by the State and private operators and 
then used for a process termed as ‘au-
thentication’,” he said.

Divan said the Constitution bal-
ances rights of  an individual against 
the State interest and “Aadhaar com-
pletely upsets this balance and skews 
the relationship between the citizen 
and the State...”.

“The Constitution is not a charter 
of  servitude. Aadhaar, if  allowed to 
roll out unimpeded reduces citizens to 
servitude,” Divan said.

At the fag end of the hearing, he 
said if  Aadhaar Act is upheld, then in 
the alternative, no citizen should be 
deprived of any right or benefit for lack 
of an Aadhaar card.

NEWS IN BRIEF
States to discuss steps to empower 
minorities today — Naqvi
Lucknow, Jan. 17 (PTI): Minority affairs ministers 
and ministers of  social justice from several states will 
discuss measures to empower minorities “without 
appeasement” at a meet here tomorrow, Union minister 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said today. The meeting would 
be inaugurated by Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath and Naqvi will be the chief guest. The states 
and union territories participating in the programme 
are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Delhi, Punjab, 
Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Chandigarh. 
“The main agenda of  the programme is development 
with dignity and empowerment without appeasement. 
Various developmental measures initiated by different 
state governments for education and socio-economic 
development are likely to come up for a threadbare 
discussion,” the minority affairs minister told PTI.

AAP minister calls BJP MLAs 
‘blanket thieves’
New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS): Delhi Health Minister 
Satyendar Jain called the four BJP members in the 
assembly “blanket thieves” in the House here on 
Wednesday. Hearing his remark, the four legislators 
walked out. The Aam Aadmi Party leader made the 
remark while replying to Leader of Opposition Vijender 
Gupta’s demand for a government report into the death 
of  44 people allegedly due to cold in the city. “These 
people (from the BJP) distribute blankets at one end 
and collect it back at the other end (of the line),” Jain 
said, terming them “blanket thieves”. Earlier in the day, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party MLAs had protested in front 
of the Speaker’s podium with blankets, demanding an 
inquiry into the deaths.

Bengal nets over Rs 2 lakh cr of 
investment proposals
Kolkata, Jan. 17 (IANS): The two-day Bengal Global 
Business Summit organised by the state government 
has so far received new investment proposals worth 
Rs 2,19,925 crore, Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee 
announced here on Wednesday. Addressing delegates 
on the concluding day of  the meet, Banerjee said 50 
per cent of  last year’s business proposals and that 
of  previous years are “in the process”. According to 
the state government, the 2015 summit had fetched 
investment proposals of Rs 2.43 lakh crore and the 2016 
edition received over Rs 2.5 lakh crore of  investment 
proposals. Terming the fourth edition of  the business 
summit a successful event, she said 1,040 B2B and 40 
B2G meetings were held in the summit and 110 MoUs 
would be signed. The next year’s summit will be held on 
February 7 and 8.

Class I student stabbed by senior 
girl in Lucknow school, critical
Lucknow, Jan. 17 (IANS): A Class 1 student of a local 
school was in critical condition after he was stabbed by 
an unidentified girl student, police said on Wednesday. 
Hrithik was found bleeding profusely and unconscious at 
Brightland school in Triveni Nagar on Tuesday.  School 
Principal Reena Manas said the crime occurred after the 
morning assembly and that the boy was admitted to the 
Trauma Centre at King George’s Medical University. 
The boy told police that a ‘didi’ sporting a boy-cut hair 
style first took him to the bathroom, thrashed him, and 
then stabbed him with a knife. He told his parents and 
police that he could identify the girl. Officials said the 
bathroom on the second floor was sealed on Wednesday 
and police were looking for the accused.

16 held after seizure of Rs 97cr in 
old notes; no terror angle
Kanpur (UP), Jan. 17 (PTI): As many as 16 people, 
including a prominent builder, were arrested in 
connection with the seizure of  nearly Rs 97 crore in 
demonetised currency notes kept in gunny bags stacked 
inside a bed from the builder’s ancestral house here. The 
UP government said prima facie no terror link had been 
established. Among those nabbed, four were involved in 
the conversion of illegal money in the Swaroop Nagar 
area, leaving police baffled as to whether some bank 
employees were involved in clandestinely replacing the 
demonetised currency notes in strong rooms. Police 
suspected the possible role of  even some RBI staff  in 
the matter and was investigating from that angle too. 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has its regional office 
in Kanpur.

Parents to get real-time access of 
CCTV footage in classrooms
New Delhi, Jan. 17 (IANS): Parents whose children 
study in Delhi government schools will have real-
time access to CCTV footage of classrooms to ensure 
transparency and safety of  children, Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal announced on Wednesday.  Kejriwal 
tweeted that he reviewed the progress of installation of  
CCTV cameras in each class in all government schools.  
“Each parent will be given access to see his child studying 
in class on real-time basis on his phone. This will make 
the whole system transparent and accountable. It will 
ensure safety of kids,” he said.

MHA to raise cyber police force 
to track internet crimes
New Delhi, Jan. 17 (PTI): A cyber police force will be 
raised under home ministry to keep a tab on the crimes 
dominating the internet space, Union minister Rajnath 
Singh said here today. Chairing a meeting on the action 
plan for the newly created Cyber and Information 
Security (CIS) Division of the ministry, Singh said an 
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) and 
the Cyber Police Force will set up under the CIS. He 
directed for an effective mechanism to strictly monitor 
cyber space and block website flouting India’s laws, 
especially child porn.

Mother awaits body of son killed 
in Saudi 6 months ago
Maharajganj (UP), Jan. 17 (PTI): Six months after a 27- 
year-old man was killed in an accident in Saudi Arabia, 
his mother, a resident of a village here, is still waiting for 
the body to arrive despite assurances by the authorities. 
The deceased went to Saudi Arabia four years ago to 
take up a job opportunity, Shakuntala Devi said. She 
added that she was assured by District Magistrate 
Virendra Kumar Singh that the needful would be done 
to bring her son back. Asked about the issue, the district 
magistrate said the Ministry of  External Affairs had 
sought certain information in this regard, adding that 
efforts were being made to bring the body fast and hand 
it over to the family.

Indian politicians who flew in Su-30
New Delhi: Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Wednesday became the second 
woman politician to fly in a Su-30 fighter jet. Here is a list of political leaders who earlier 
flew in the Sukhoi 30 fighter jets of the Indian Air Force.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam — When then President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam flew in a Su-30 in June 
2003, he became the first head of state in India to fly in a fighter aircraft. Kalam, who was 
an eminent scientist, had flown the plane along with his co-pilot, and later said he became 
a scientist only because he could not become a pilot. He was 74 years old at the time.
George Fernandes — In June 2003, then Defence Minister George Fernandes put on 
the flying suit and took off  in a Su-30 fighter jet from Lohegaon Air Force Station near 
Pune. He was 73 years old at the time.
Pratibha Devisingh Patil — Then President Pratibha Patil flew in a Su-30 in November 
2009 from the Indian Air Force Base in Lohegaon.
Rao Inderjit Singh — Then Minister of State for Defence, Rao Inderjit Singh flew in 
a Su-30 from Hindon air base, near Delhi, in August 2015.
Rajiv Pratap Rudy — The BJP leader, who is a trained pilot, flew a Su-30 in February 
2015 at the Aero India show in Bengaluru.
Kiren Rijiju — The Minister of State for Home flew in a Su-30 from Halwara airbase 
in Punjab in May 2016.

jet takes turns.
The Minister tweeted 

her pictures familiarizing 
herself  with the fighter air-

craft before taking off. The 
Sukhoi SU-30 MKI is a 
multi-role fighter developed 
by Russia’s Sukhoi and built 

under licence by India’s 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd. In November 2017, In-
dia successfully flight-tested 
the air variant of BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile 
from the fighter jet.

After taking over as De-
fence Minister in Septem-
ber, Sitharaman has been 
visiting Army, Air Force 
and Naval bases frequently. 
She was onboard the air-
craft carrier INS Vikrama-
ditya in the Arabian Sea to 
witness the operations of  
the MiG-29 fighter on the 
deck of the carrier. 

The visits are part of her 
efforts to gauge and review 
the operational prepared-
ness and combat capabili-
ties of the forces.



Nanchang (China), Jan. 17 (IANS): The death of a 
beggar who performed good deeds in his entire life has 
led to huge public mourning in a village in east China’s 
Jiangxi province

The beggar, known by his nickname “Anhui Man” 
as he came from neighbouring Anhui Province, was 
even buried among ancestral tombs only reserved 
for locals of  Wantou village, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“He has been living a stray life in our village since 
I was a child,” said village head Xu Nengyou, 54. “He 
was always holding a basket with a broken bowl in his 
left hand and a pair of chopsticks in his right hand.”

In the eyes of  villagers, Anhui Man was always 
ready to help others.

“When children fell on the ground, he would 
always go over to help them up,” said villager Xu 
Xingyun. “The small deeds made him popular in the 
village.”

“Even though he was a beggar his entire life, he 
donated most of his money to impoverished villagers,” 
added another villager, Xu Nengyou.

When Anhui Man died earlier this month, locals 
were shocked and devastated.

“He was a kind man,” Xu Xingyun said. “He was 
always taking care of others in the village.”

Locals started a charity to raise money for the man’s 
burial, with an urn and burial clothes bought for him. 

“He was the only non-local to be buried in our 
ancestral tombs because we consider him family,” Xu 
Nengyou said. 

Harare, Jan. 17 (IANS): Zimbabwe has 
denounced US President Donald Trump’s 
alleged utterances describing African states 
as “s**thole” countries.

In a statement published by The Herald 
on Wednesday, the Zimbabwean Foreign 
Ministry said such comments were hurtful 
and prejudicial and did not have a place in 
modern times.

It said the comments attributed to 
Trump earlier this month have “shocked 
and dismayed us”, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“The US is a prominent country of  
which the world expects the best example in 
its projections of democratic values, commit-

ment to the fight against bigotry, upholding 
the civil rights of all of its people and gener-
osity towards the less fortunate countries in 
the world.”

The Zimbabwean government said it 
joined fellow African countries and others in 
rejecting “this unfortunate characterization 
of our peoples and countries”.

The US media reported that during an 
Oval Office meeting on immigration, Trump 
described Africa, together with Haiti and El 
Salvador, as “shithole countries” supplying 
undesirable immigrants to the US. 

The demeaning comments, which 
Trump has since denied, have received broad 
condemnation from across the globe.

Strasbourg, Jan. 17 (IANS): The Presi-
dent of the European Commission on 
Wednesday said he would like Britain 
to re-join the EU after Brexit -- using the 
little-known treaty clause “Article 49”.

Speaking at the European Parlia-
ment in Strasbourg, France, Jean-
Claude Juncker said “the exit of Britain 
is a catastrophe” and suggested that 
he would like Britain to stay, the Inde-
pendent reported.

But Juncker added for the first time 
in public that even once Britain had 
left, it could still change its mind and 
return to the bloc by invoking another 
treaty clause.

“Even if the British leave according 
to Article 50, then Article 49 would al-
low them to accede again. And I would 
be happy to facilitate that. I would not 
want to push anyone into a corner,” 
he said.

Juncker had endorsed a statement 
by European Council President Don-
ald Tusk suggesting that Britain could 
still “change its mind” to leave, telling 
the British people that “our hearts are 
open to you”.

Calls for a second referendum 
on the country’s imminent depar-
ture from the EU have grown and 

even Nigel Farage, the leader of  the 
United Kingdom Independence Party 
(UKIP) and primary standard-bearer 
for Brexit, said that a new vote would 
be useful.

Farage said that another Brexit ref-
erendum would reinforce the pro-Leave 
position in a country split in half, but 
Remain backers said support for their 
position had grown and welcomed a 
call they believed could halt Brexit.

The lower chamber of  the UK 
Parliament was due to vote late in the 
day on the Great Repeal Bill, which 
seeks to transfer EU laws into British 
legislation. 

In March 2017, Prime Minister 
Theresa May triggered Article 50 of the 
Treaty of the EU, formally beginning 
the two-year legal process of Britain’s 
exit, which is set to conclude in March 
2019. 

Article 49 is the normal way for a 
European country to join the union 
-- a process that normally takes years. 
Any new member state requires the 
unanimous consent of the 27 member 
states on the European Council, the 
consent of  the European Parliament 
and consultation with the Commis-
sion.

Bogota, Jan. 17 (IANS): At least seven 
people were dead on Tuesday after a 
Colombian Army helicopter crashed in 
the northwestern department of Antio-
quia, according to military.

The Colombian army announced 
in a statement that the Mi-17 helicopter, 
with 10 people on board, was carrying 
a mission around the town of Caucasia 
and crashed at 9.40 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Xinhua reported. A search is ongoing 
for the other three missing people.

The army indicated the helicopter 
was carrying four crew and six pas-
sengers. 

The team was in charge of main-
taining airforce fuel supplies in the 
area and was carrying out inspections 
at supply points in the region. General 
Juan Carlos Ramirez Trujillo, com-
mander of the Fourth Brigade, told lo-
cal media that weather conditions at the 
crash site were complicating the search 
operation but that it would not stop un-
til the three missing people were found. 
Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos lamented the accident on Twit-
ter, writing “What pain at the death of  
the crew and passengers of a military 
helicopter in Segovia, Antioquia. My 
heart goes out to the families of  the 
victims. (They have) all my solidarity.”

Tehran, Jan. 17 (IANS): 
The Iranian President said 
on Tuesday that the US 
government’s initiative to 
create a largely Kurdish 
border force in northeastern 
Syria is aimed at undermin-
ing the country’s territorial 
integrity.

Hassan Rouhani made 
the comment during a meet-
ing in Tehran with Syrian 
parliament speaker Ham-

mouda Sabbagh, Efe re-
ported.

“The plot that the Amer-
icans recently have in mind 
for Syria is against inter-
national regulations and 
a conspiracy (against) the 
territorial integrity and the 
security of Syria and the re-
gion,” Rouhani said, accord-
ing to a statement released 
by his office.

The Kurdish-led Syr-

ian Democratic Forces and 
Washington hope to create 
a force of  30,000 fighters 
that will be deployed along 
the borders of  the self-pro-
claimed Kurdish autono-
mous region in Syria.

Iran’s foreign ministry la-
belled the US/Kurdish plan 
as a “clear intervention” in 
the internal affairs of Syria.

The initiative “makes 
the Syrian crisis more com-

plicated, creates more in-
stability and fans the flames 
in that country,” ministry 
spokesman Bahram Qasemi 
said.

Qasemi pointed out 
Iran, Russia and Turkey 
are pursuing a solution to 
the Syrian conflict through 
peace talks in Astana and 
the creation of de-escalation 
zones.

Russia and Turkey, 

along with the government 
in Damascus, have also 
criticized the US/Kurdish 
plan. 

Iran has backed Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment since the begin-
ning of the conflict in Syria, 
providing military advisers 
and militiamen for the Syr-
ian army’s struggle against 
terrorists and the armed 
opposition.
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Many mourn China’s 
good samaritan beggar

Zimbabwe decries Trump’s 
‘prejudicial’ statement on Africa

UK should rejoin EU after 
Brexit— EU Commission chief

Copter crash kills 
seven in Colombia

Iran denounces US ‘conspiracy’ against Syria

Yangon, Jan. 17 (PTI/AFP): Seven 
ethnic Rakhine Buddhists died after 
Myanmar police opened fire on a 
crowd trying to seize a government 
office, officials said today, in fresh 
violence in a febrile state already 
scarred by ethnic and religious 
hatred.

The incident unfurled as around 
5,000 Buddhists gathered late Tues-
day for a nationalist ceremony in 
Mrauk U, a town that has so far 
remained unscathed by the military’s 
crackdown on the region’s minority 
Rohingya Muslim community.

It was not immediately clear why 
the rally descended into violence.

But ethnic Rakhine, many of  
whom are poor and marginalised, 
have a long-standing enmity with the 
Myanmar state which is dominated 
by ethnic Bamar.

The clashes came on the same 
day that a repatriation agreement 
was signed between Myanmar and 
Bangladesh to start the return of  
some 655,000 Muslim Rohingya 

refugees from squalid camps over 
the border.

Rakhine say the Rohingya are 
illegal “Bengali” immigrants to a 
Buddhist land.

A police spokesman blamed the 
crowd for “starting the violence” by 
throwing stones and barging into 
a district administrative office and 
hoisting the Rakhine State flag.

“Security forces asked them to 
disperse and fired warning shots 
with rubber bullets... but they didn’t 
stop, so police had to use real bul-
lets,” spokesman Colonel Myo Soe 
told AFP.

“Seven people were killed and 
13 injured,” he said adding more 
than 20 police were wounded by 
the crowd, who were calling for the 
“sovereignty of Rakhine state”.

Photographs showed bodies laid 
out on the floor of a makeshift mor-
tuary in Mrauk U on Wednesday, 
the clothes of  the victims stained 
with blood.

The shootings further raise the 

temperature in an already combusti-
ble area of Myanmar.

“It’s not forgivable that they used 
guns,” Mrauk U lawmaker Oo Hla 
Saw of the Arakan National Party 
said, confirming the death toll and 
labelling the police action “a crime”.

Witness Nyi Nyi Khant, 29, 
said the clashes could have been pre-
vented if the police had intervened 
earlier.

“The police had time to pre-
pare to stop the crowd before they 
reached the office,” he told AFP. 
“They could have blocked the street 
but they did not do that.” 

Mrauk U, home to an ancient 
Buddhist complex of  the last Ra-
khine kingdom, lies a few dozen 
kilometres from the epicentre of  
violence that saw Rohingya driven 
in their hundreds of thousands into 
Bangladesh since last August.

The military led a brutal crack-
down against the Rohingya after 
militant attacks against border posts 
killed around a dozen police.

Rohingya say security forces, 
backed by hardline Rakhine mobs, 
torched hundreds of Rohingya vil-
lages and forced them to flee.

Refugees arriving in Bangladesh 
have brought with them consistent 
testimony of murder, rape and arson 
in the violence justified by the army 
as a legitimate response to the mili-
tant attacks.

Already shredded by commu-
nal hatreds, Rakhine state also has 
a Buddhist rebel group called the 
Arakan Army which is fighting My-
anmar’s army.

The clashes garner little atten-
tion in a state dominated by vio-
lence against the Rohingya and in a 
country where several larger ethnic 
insurgencies are burning.

Observers warned Tuesday’s 
violence could open a new chapter 
of unrest in the febrile state. 

The United Nations said it “de-
plored” the loss of life and urged an 
investigation into “any dispropor-
tionate use of force”.

Washington, Jan. 17 (PTI): 
The Trump administration 
wants to admit immigrants 
who have skills, talent and 
can speak English, a top of-
ficial has said, giving insight 
into the proposed merit-
based system that may bene-
fit individuals from countries 
like India. President Donald 
Trump has been pushing for 
the merit- based immigra-
tion system to reduce overall 
immigration to the US.

A merit-based immi-
gration system, the Trump 
administration feels would 
admit the best and the 
brightest around the world 
while making it harder for 
people to come to the coun-
try illegally.

The president also wants 
to scrap diversity lottery 
visa and chain migration to 

reform the current system.
“..And so, our position, 

is that a system that prioritise 
individuals based on their 
individual skills and merit 
will certainly produce bet-
ter results than the system 
we have now,” the senior 
administration official said 
on condition of anonymity.

“We want to bring in 
individuals, wherever they 
may be from, who love this 
country, who love its peo-
ple, who have skills, who 
have talent, who have -- who 
speak English, who are com-
mitted to supporting our 
values and our very way of  
life,” said the official.

Such individuals could 
be from any part of  the 
world given that they fulfil 
the requirements, the official 
said.

If  such a policy is de-
veloped and implemented, 
it could benefit individuals 
from countries like India, the 
majority of whom meet the 
criterion.

The Trump administra-
tion wants to reform the 
immigration system to serve 
the US’ national interest, the 
official said.

The official said some 
of the existing programmes 
for immigrants ignored such 
requirements which are im-
portant for individuals to 
succeed in the US.

“So, what we have with 
the Diversity Lottery Pro-
gram or through chain mi-
gration is that in these cases 
there are identified examples 
of individuals who were not 
selected to come to the US 
based on their love of  this 

country, skills, merit, and 
individual attributes that will 
lead them to their success,” 
the official said.

“We would like to admit 
individuals from all back-
grounds or any place in the 
world, based on their own 
individual merit and their 
likelihood of  success, into 
the US,” the official said.

The admission of  any 
foreign national who goes 
on to commit a terrorism-
related offense or who con-
spires to support terrorists is 
simply an unacceptable out-
come for the US, no matter 
what, the official said.

“Our goal is to eliminate 
terrorism in all of its forms, 
wherever it may emanate 
from,” the official said.

White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders told 

reporters that the president 
is pushing for a merit-based 
system irrespective of  the 
country, religion and ethnic-
ity of an applicant.

“He wants immigrants 
to come in from every-
where, but he wants to do 
that through a merit-based 
system,” said Sanders.

“By definition a merit 
based system is colour blind. 
It’s not basing it on any of  
that criteria.It’s not based on 
race, religion or country of  
origin. It’s actually based on 
the merits of whether or not 
this person’s going to be con-
tributing to society,” she said 
in response to a question.

Sanders said it was a 
“much more fair system” 
and the one supported and 
voted by Democrats “just 
years ago”.

The White House said 
the current immigration 
system jeopardises the US’ 
national security, reiterat-
ing its call to end the chain 
migration and visa lottery 
system.

“By failing to impose 
meaningful selection crite-
ria, such as skills or likeli-
hood to assimilate, our cur-
rent family- based system is 
incompatible with national 
security, the White House 
said.

The remarks came soon 
after the Department of Jus-
tice and the Department of  
Homeland Security released 
a new report showing three 
out of every four convicted 
terrorists entered the US 
through the current immi-
gration system.

Paris, Jan. 17 (PTI/AFP): 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron and British Prime 
Minister Theresa May will 
announce a new treaty on 
how to handle migrants 
hoping to head to Britain, 
the French presidency said 
today.

The treaty, set to be an-
nounced at a summit in 
London on Thursday, will 
“complete the Le Touquet 
accord”, Macron’s office 
said in reference to a 2003 
deal that effectively put 
Britain’s border in northern 
France.

The details are “still be-
ing finalised”, the French 
presidency said, but the trea-
ty will include measures on 
how to manage unaccompa-
nied minors, and Britain will 
make a “major” financial 
contribution.

The original text, which 
came into force in February 
2004, implemented joint 
controls at coastal ports in 

both countries as Britain, 
which is not part of Europe’s 
Schengen visa-free zone, 
looked to bolster efforts to 
keep migrants out.

Later accords led to Brit-
ain financing some of  the 
controls and security op-
erations in Calais, just across 
the English Channel from its 
own port in Dover.

Calais has long been a 
sore point in French-British 
relations, and Macron on 
Wednesday called for better 
cooperation in managing the 
border with Britain ahead 
of his first trip to London as 
president.

Migrants hoping to 
stow away on trucks bound 
for Britain have long been 
drawn to France’s northern 
coast, with the squalid “Jun-
gle” camp near Calais once 
housing some 10,000 people 
before it was bulldozed by 
the government in late 2016.

Hundreds of  migrants 
remain in the area, with 

police routinely breaking up 
makeshift camps of people 
hoping to head to Britain, 
a favoured destination for 
Afghans and east Africans.

French officials argue 
the Le Touquet deal has 
worsened Europe’s migrant 
crisis by creating a huge 
backflow of migrants in the 
area, lured by a belief  that 
it is easier to secure asylum 
and work permits in Britain.

A French human rights 
commission in 2015 said the 
accord had made France the 
“police branch” of Britain’s 
immigration policies.

Macron made a rene-
gotiation of the Le Touquet 
deal one of  his campaign 
pledges, and Interior Min-
ister Gerard Collomb sig-
nalled Tuesday that Paris 
would ask Britain to take in 
more refugees from northern 
France and increase its fund-
ing. “It’s in their interests 
that things go well,” Col-
lomb said.

Temuco (Chile), Jan. 17 (PTI/AFP): 
Unknown attackers used incendiary de-
vices to set fire to Catholic churches and 
three helicopters belonging to forestry 
companies, ahead of  Pope Francis’s visit 
to the indigenous Mapuche homeland of  
Araucania in Chile, police said today.

The dawn attacks and an ambush on 
police were carried out to “cause disorder 

or disturbance of  the public order” dur-
ing the pope’s visit to the central city of  
Temuco, said Chilean police chief  Bruno 
Villalobos.

The visiting pontiff  is due to pay a 
short visit to Temuco to make direct con-
tact with Mapuche leaders after presiding 
over a huge open air mass in the capital 
Santiago.

Manila, Jan. 17 (IANS): 
More than 34,000 people 
from a danger zone around 
Mayon volcano have been 
evacuated due to the threat 
of hazardous eruption, Phil-
ippine authorities said on 
Wednesday.

Romina Marasigan, 
spokesperson from the 
National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management 
Council, told media that the 
evacuation figure due to the 
eruption of Mayon volcano 
was brought to 34,003 on 

Wednesday, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Marasigan said now the 
evacuees are staying in 30 
evacuation centers provided 
by the local government.

“We want to be sure of  
their safety because intermit-
tent rain showers are being 
experienced by the people in 
that region.”

Mayon Volcano contin-
ues to ooze lava and shoot 
up plumes of hot ash, send-
ing fear to affected residents 
but also a joy to tourists 

who started to flock Albay, 
a province on the island of  
Luzon about 330 km south-
east of  Manila, to witness 
the “silent eruptions”.

The Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seismol-
ogy said in its Wednesday 
bulletin that it had recorded 
143 “lava collapse events” 
and a tremor in the past 24 
hours. The volcano’s alert 
Level 3 remains in place, 
meaning there is a threat of  
the hazardous eruption in 
weeks or even days.

Seven ethnic Rakhine killed 
as Myanmar police fire on riot

Trump admin’s ‘must list’ for immigrants; skills, English

France, Britain to announce 
new migrant treaty — Macron

Arson attacks ahead of pope’s 
indigenous Chile visit — police

Philippines volcano erupts 
forcing 34,000 to flee
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Mary Winstead joins Will Smith in ‘Gemini Man’
Actress Mary Elizabeth Winstead has been roped in as the lead actress in “Gemini 
Man”, opposite actor Will Smith. The action thriller, directed by Ang Lee, will go on 
floors next month, reports hollywoodreporter.com. The film sees Smith playing two 
opposing roles: one of  Henry, an aging assassin who wants to get out of  the business, 
and that of  his ultimate opponent, a clone who is 25 years younger and at the peak 
of  his abilities that has been tasked to kill him. Winstead will play an operative who 
works for the same company as Henry and has been ordered to keep a watch on him. 
However, she soon teams up with him. Clive Owen is in talks to play one of  the vil-
lains of  the movie, the head of  the cloning programme. IANS
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T
he death of Dolores 
O’Riordan, the 46-year-
old iconic lead singer 
of the rock band The 
Cranberries, was on 

Tuesday ruled not suspicious by the 
British police.

O’Riordan was on Monday 
found dead in her hotel room in the 
centre of London, where she was 
getting ready to take part in a brief  
recording session.

“The death is not being treated 
as suspicious,” London’s Metro-
politan Police said in a statement, 
adding: “A report will be compiled 

for the coroner”, reported Efe news 
agency.

O’Riordan was born in Bally-
bricken, County Limerick, Ireland 
and her warm, western Irish accent 
while singing remained a distin-
guishing feature, helping propel her 
band to fame in 1994.

The band’s first singles “Dream” 
and “Linger” and the full-length 
album “Everybody Else is Doing It, 
So Why Can’t We?” failed to gain 
much attention upon their initial re-
lease in 1992, but after being played 
extensively by MTV, were re-issued 
and peaked on the UK charts.

Their second album, “No Need 
to Argue” included the award-
winning “Zombie,” a harder grunge 
song about a bombing by the Irish 
Republican Army that was seen by 
many as a raw expression of frustra-
tion and grief about a convulsed 
period in Irish history known as The 
Troubles. 

The Cranberries recorded five 
albums with O’Riordan before they 
went on hiatus in 2003, the year 
before she launched her solo career.

The band reunited for a world 
tour in 2009 and again at the Special 
Olympics opening ceremony in 
Limerick in 2010.

A European tour started in 2016, 
but a second part, slated for 2017, 
was canceled due to back problems, 
according to O’Riordan.

She had discussed in interviews 
that she had suffered from an eating 
disorder when she was younger at 
had in 2015 been diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder.

After her death, tributes im-
mediately poured in from music 
legends and Irish politicians alike, all 
mourning the loss of a singer whose 
unforgettable voice had been part 
of the soundtrack for many people’s 
lives across the globe.

She is survived by three children.
IANS

T
he Supreme 
Court is likely 
to hear on 
Thursday a 
plea by the 

producers of “Padmaavat” 
challenging the ban on 
the controversial movie in 
Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
Haryana.

When the producers’ 
counsel Mahesh Agrawal, 
mentioned the matter on 
Wednesday before a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud and 
sought an expeditious 
hearing, the Chief Justice 
nodded but did not say 
anything.

Mahesh Agrawal was 
flanked by senior counsel 
Harish Salve, who is likely 
to argue the petition when 
it is listed before the court.

“Padmaavat” has 
been caught in a row over 
alleged distortion of facts 
-- a contention over which 
some Rajput organisations 
including Karni Sena have 
demanded a nationwide 
ban on the film. The 
Central Board of Film 
Certification had approved 
the film with some modifi-
cations in December.

Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Haryana are among the 
states that have announced 

they will not let the Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali directorial 
hit the screens. It is slated 
to release on January 25.

In November last year, 
the Supreme Court had 
dismissed a plea against 
release of the movie -- 
earlier titled “Padmavati” 
-- outside India.

The top court had on 
November 28, 2017 depre-
cated the people discussing 

the issue in public and 
critically commenting on 
“Padmavati”.

“When the matter is 
pending before the Central 
Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC) for grant of a 
certificate, nobody holding 
a responsible position 
should comment as it 
would amount to violation 
of the principle of the rule 
of law”, the court had said 

on November 28.
Taking exception to 

comments by the politi-
cal leaders cutting across 
the political spectrum, the 
court had said: “When 
a matter is pending for 
consideration before 
CBFC, how can persons in 
public authority comment 
on whether CBFC should 
issue certificate or not? It 
will prejudice the decision 
of CBFC,” the court had 
added.

The top court had 
earlier rejected a plea for 
blocking the release of  
“Padmavati” -- as it was 
titled before the CBFC 
asked its producer to drop 
“i” in the title.

In the past, the top 
court has not appreciated 
the banning of the film by 
the states. These included 
Prakash Jha’s “Aarakshan” 
based on caste reservation, 
“Dam 999” by the Tamil 
Nadu government and 
“Sadda Haq” allegedly for 
glorifying the extremism 
and its leader during the 
turbulent days in Punjab 
in the 1990s. “Aarakshan” 
was banned by the Uttar 
Pradesh government and 
“Sadda Haq” by the Pun-
jab and Delhi governments 
and also by the Chandi-
garh administration.

IANS

Death of O’Riordan not 
suspicious — British police

‘Padmaavat’ producers move SC against ban by some states 

Twinkle Khanna 
to address Oxford 
University students

Katy Perry says she never 
had plastic surgery

Selena Gomez ‘makes significant 
donation’ to Time’s Up Fund

Damon apologises for past 
remarks on MeToo movement

W
riter-
producer 
Twinkle 
Khanna 
has been 

invited to speak at The 
Oxford Union, the world’s 
most prestigious debating 
society.

The 43-year-old 
actor-turned-author will 
address the students of the 
Oxford University tomor-
row, where she will also 
showcase her upcoming 
production, “Pad-
man”.

Based on the 
life of social en-
trepreneur and 
activist Aru-
nachalam 
Muruganan-
tham, who 
revolution-
ised sanitary 
hygiene in 
rural In-
dia 20 
years 
ago, 

the film stars Twinkle’s 
husband actor Akshay 
Kumar in the title role.

Through her ad-
dress, Twinkle will give 
an insight into the story 
of the movie and how it 
would play an interesting 
role in tackling taboos and 
addressing stigma around 
menstrual hygiene 

“Padman” will be 
the first Indian film to be 
screened at The Oxford 

Union.
Also featuring 

Radhika Apte 
and Sonam 

Kapoor, the 
film opens 
worldwide 
on Janu-
ary 25.

PTI

S
inger Katy Perry 
says she has never 
gone under the 
knife to enhance 
her looks.

The “Swish swish” 
singer says she got lasers 
and filler injections to 
reduce dark circles around 
her eyes, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

“I haven’t had any,” 
Perry said on plastic 
surgery. 

“I’ve done lasers and 
got filler injections under 
my eyes for the hollowing - 
which I would recommend 
for everyone who wants 
a solution for their dark 
circles - but all of my assets 
are real. People tend to 
think they are fake, but it 
doesn’t really matter,” she 
added.

However, Perry, 33, 
said she is not against 
plastic surgery.

“We’re getting 
away from that 
negative stigma about 
physical alterations. 
Of course, always be 
your authentic self  - but 
if  someone wants a nose 
job that makes them feel 
better, and they love their 
profile more because of it, 
it’s like: Go ahead,” she 
said.

IANS

A
ctor Matt Damon has apolo-
gised for comments he made 
last month where he said that 
people should also talk about 
the men in the entertainment 

industry who are not sexual predators.
In an interview with Kathie Lee Gif-

ford to promote his clean-water-for-the-
world Super Bowl ad, Damon apologised 
for his comments and said many of the 
women behind the Time’s Up campaign 
were actually his “dear friends”.

“I really wish I’d listened a lot more 
before I weighed in on this. I think ulti-
mately what it is for me is I don’t want 
to further anybody’s pain with anything 
I do or say, so for that, I’m really sorry,” 
Damon said when asked about the con-
troversy.

“(With) Time’s Up, a lot of those 
women are my dear friends, and I love 
them and respect them and support what 
they’re doing and want to be a part of that 

change and want to go along for the ride, 
but I should get in the backseat and close 
my mouth for a while,” Damon added.

PTI

T
he 25-year-old actress has 
reportedly “anonymously” 
pledged a large sum of money 
to the sexual misconduct 
defence initiative’s fund, which 

aims to help women in less privileged 
professions protect themselves from sexual 
misconduct and consequences which may 
arise from reporting it.

A source close to the star told PEO-
PLE that Selena’s donation “far exceeded 
her salary for” movie ‘A Rainy Day in 
New York’, in the wake of ongoing sexual 
abuse allegations made against the film’s 
director, Woody Allen.

Selena’s mother Mandy Teefey said 
this week she tried to convince her daugh-
ter it would not be a good idea to work 
with the filmmaker on the motion picture 
- but the chat fell “on deaf ears”.

Writing a comment on Instagram, 
Mandy shared: “No one can make Se-
lena do anything she doesn’t want to. 
I had a long talk talk with her about 
not working with him and it didn’t 
click. There is no fall person here. 
No one controls her. She makes 
all her own decisions. No matter 
how hard you try to advise. It 
falls on deaf ears. (sic)”

Selena’s co-star Timothée 
Chalamet also donated his ‘A 
Rainy Day in New York’ fee, 
splitting the money between 
the Time’s Up movement, 
The LGBT Center in New 
York, and anti-sexual assault 
organisation Rape, 
Abuse & Incest 
National Network 
(RAINN).

Rebecca Hall - who starred in Woody’s 
2008 movie ‘Vicky Cristina Barcelona’ - 
expressed her regret at working with the 
82-year-old director, and pledged to donate 
her fee from the film to Time’s Up.

Time’s Up was started by several 
Hollywood stars, agents, writers, directors, 
producers and entertainment executives 
- including the likes of Natalie Portman 
and Emma Stone - on New Year’s Day 
(01.01.18), to make a stand against sexual 
harassment in the entertainment industry 
and businesses.

Selena showed her support for the 
initiative on the day it was created.

She wrote on her Instagram page: “It’s 
time to shift the balance in the workplace, 
from representing the few to representing 
us all. #TIMESUP @timesupnow (sic)”

Woody’s adopted daughter Dylan 
Farrow has previously 

alleged he sexu-
ally abused her in 

1992 when she 
was just seven 

years old.
She will 

appear on 
‘CBS This 
Morn-
ing’ on 
Thursday 
(18.01.18) 
for her 
first ever 
TV inter-
view about 

the claims.
fema-

lefirst.
co.uk
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Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates a point win over Argentina’s Leonardo Mayer during their second round 
match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

In this July 11, 2013 file photo, Brazil’s Atletico Mineiro’s Ronaldinho celebrates his team’s victory over 
Argentina’s Newell’s Old Boys at the end of a Copa Libertadores semifinal soccer match in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil. The brother and agent of 2005 Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldinho says the former Brazil and Barcelona 
playmaker has retired from football.

AP/PTI

Nadal dominant as Wozniacki 
pulls off great escape

Ronaldinho retires from football

Seoul, Pyongyang hold second 
meet on Winter Olympics

Man United can still hunt 
down leaders City, says Jones

Real should not give in to 
Ronaldo demands—Sanchis

ICC U-19 WC: Afghanistan, 
NZ, South Africa qualify 
for Super League

Mumbai City FC look for revenge against Bengaluru FC

M e l b o u r n e,  Ja n .  1 7 
(AFP): Dominant Rafael 
Nadal swept into the Aus-
tralian Open third round 
to keep his Grand Slam 
title hunt on track Wednes-
day, as Caroline Wozniacki 
pulled off  a great escape to 
stay in contention.

The world number one 
Spaniard’s march towards 
a 17th Grand Slam crown 
was never threatened by 
Argentina’s  Leonardo 
Mayer, who took him to 
a third set tiebreak before 
being swatted aside 6-3, 
6-4, 7-6 (7/4) on Rod Laver 
Arena.

“Playing this court is 
always a big motivation for 
me,” said Nadal, who lost 
last year’s final to Roger 
Federer.

“He was a dangerous 
opponent and I’m happy to 
be in the third round.

“For my team and my 
family, this is our favourite 
tournament of  the year, so 
I hope to stay around a bit 
longer,” he added.

Nadal,  showing no 
signs of  the troublesome 
knee that bothered him late 
last season and interrupted 
his Melbourne lead-up, 
next plays Bosnian 28th 
seed Damir Dzumhur.

Surprisingly, Nadal 
was not the prime time 
men’s night match on cen-
tre court, with that honour 
going to third seed Grigor 
Dimitrov, who takes on 
American Mackenzie Mc-
Donald later.

In contrast to Nadal’s 
easy progress, world num-
ber two Wozniacki sur-

vived a huge scare against 
little-known Croat Jana 
Fett.

T h e  D a n e 
saved two match 
points and rallied 
from 5-1 down in 
an epic third set 
to keep her dream 
of  a first Grand Slam title 
alive.

She looked out for the 
count, and was struggling 
afterwards to work out 
how she survived 3-6, 6-2, 
7-5 against a player ranked 
119.

“That was crazy, I don’t 
how I got back the in the 
match,” said Wozniacki, 
adding that “experience 
was crucial”.

Fourth seed Elina Svi-

tolina also came from a set 
down to overcome spirited 
Czech Katerina Siniakova 

4-6, 6-2, 6-1. The Ukraini-
an is now on a seven-match 
win streak after winning 
the lead-up Brisbane Inter-
national.

She picked up f ive 
WTA Tour titles last year, 
more than any other wom-
an, making her a serious 
Grand Slam contender.
I’m talented
Her next task is tackling 
15-year -old  sensat ion 
Marta Kostyuk, who be-

came the youngest woman 
to reach the third round 
since Martina Hingis got 

to the quarter-finals 
in 1996.

Also Ukrainian, 
she beat local wild-
card Olivia Rogows-
ka 6-3, 7-5.

Her  win  s t r eak  a t 
Melbourne Park is now 
11 straight matches after 
claiming the Australian 
Open girls’ title in 2017 and 
coming through qualifying 
this year.

“I heard a lot of  times 
that I’m talented, and I 
know that,” said the confi-
dent teen. “But I know that 
only talent will not help me 
to play good. So I’m work-
ing pretty hard.”

Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 17 (IANS): Brazil 
World Cup winner and two-time FIFA 
World Player of  the Year Ronaldinho has 
officially retired from football, more than 
two years after playing his last competi-
tive match.

The 37-year-old’s brother and agent 
Roberto Assis, confirmed the decision on 
Tuesday, reports Xinhua news agency.

“He has stopped. It has ended. The 
decision was already made. We only 
needed to confirm it. He hasn’t played for 
a long time,” Assis said. 

Assis added that a series of  tribute 
matches were being planned to allow fans 
around the world to bid farewell to the 
former playmaker.

“We will stage several events in Brazil, 

Europe and Asia and, of  course, we are 
arranging something with the Brazilian 
team as well.”

Ronaldinho has been without a club 
since parting ways with Rio de Janeiro 
side Fluminense in September 2015.

He has since played in several exhibi-
tion matches around the world, includ-
ing appearances for Barcelona’s legends 
team.

Ronaldinho began his career with 
Brazil’s Gremio before spells with Paris 
Saint-Germain, Barcelona, AC Milan, 
Flamengo, Queretaro and Fluminense.

He was voted FIFA World Player 
of  the Year in 2004 and 2005, and was 
a member of  Brazil’s triumphant 2002 
World Cup team.

Madrid, Jan. 17 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid should resist 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s de-
mands for a bumper new 
contract even if  it leads to 
their all-time top scorer 
leaving the La Liga club, 
Real great Manolo Sanchis 
said on Wednesday.

According to various re-
ports in the Spanish media 
Ronaldo is in the middle 
of  a stand-off  with Real 
president Florentino Perez, 
who is unwilling to offer 
the floundering Portuguese 
striker a salary hike.

Ronaldo, 32, signed his 
last deal with Real in No-
vember 2016 until June 
2021, but is reported to be 
demanding another new 
deal to bring his salary in 
line with Lionel Messi and 
Neymar, the top two earn-
ers in world soccer.

“Madrid don’t need to 
increase his (Ronaldo‘s) sal-
ary,” Sanchis told Spanish 
radio station Cadena Cope 
on Wednesday.

“If  Madrid collapse this 
season, he will be on his 

London, Jan. 17 (Reuters): 
Manchester United defender 
Phil Jones remembers his team’s 
title meltdown six years ago and 
believes rivals Manchester City’s 
12-point lead in the Premier 
League title race can still be 
overhauled.

United closed the gap on City 
with Monday’s 3-0 victory over 
Stoke after leaders Pep Guardio-
la’s City suffered their first loss 
of  the league campaign against 
Liverpool at Anfield.

In Jones’ first campaign at 
Old Trafford, Alex Ferguson’s 
United were eight points ahead 
of  City in April with six games 
to go, only to see the title end 
up across town on the final day 

Seoul, Jan. 17 (IANS): South 
and North Korea began their 
second high-level meeting on 
Wednesday to discuss Pyong-
yang’s participation in the Winter 
Olympic Games, which will begin 
on February 9 in the South Korean 
county Pyeongchang.

The meeting was held in the 
Peace House, located on the south-
ern fringe of  the Panmunjom truce 
village near the militarized border, 
a spokesperson for the South Ko-
rean Ministry of  Unification told 
Efe news.

This is the second high-level 
inter-Korean meeting in little more 
than a week after both sides held 
their first such gathering in two 
years on January 9. 

Seoul and Pyongyang in the 
earlier meeting agreed to con-
vene future military talk sessions 
to avoid further conflicts and 
to discuss the appointment of  a 
North Korean delegation to Py-
eongchang.

The South Korean delegation 
in the Wednesday talks was led 
by Deputy Unification Minister 
Chun Hae-sung while the three-
member North Korean delega-
tion was led by Jon Jong-su, vice 
chairman of  the Committee for 
the Peaceful Reunification of  
the Country, an organization in 
charge of  inter-Korean affairs.

In the morning session, North 
Korea said it would also send a 
delegation to the PyeongChang 

Paralympic Games, which are 
scheduled to be held from March 
9 to 18.

Both sides agreed that the 
North Korean athletes’ participa-
tion in official competitions in 
PyeongChang will be determined 
jointly with the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
the International Paralympic 
Committee, which could allow 
North Korea to debut in winter 
Paralympic Games.

The IOC has convened a meet-
ing at its headquarters in Swit-
zerland on January 20 with both 
countries’ Olympic committees 
and the organising panel of  the 
Winter Games to determine the 
participation of  North Korean 
athletes, which will require special 
invitations from the organisation.

During Wednesday’s session, 
North Korea was expected to 
announce its decision on South 
Korea’s offer to march together 
during the opening and closing 
parades of  the games.

Pyongyang has also not re-
sponded to the request made by 
Seoul on January 9 to hold a meet-
ing in mid-February for families 
whose members were separated by 
the 1950-53 Korean War.

South Korea’s Vice Unification 
Minister said that given the ap-
proaching start of  the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, it was “very likely that 
the Wednesday dialogue will focus 
only on the sports event”.

Svitolina said she knew 
little about the youngster, 
and was preparing for a 
no-holds barred fight.

“She has nothing to 
lose, so that’s why I know 
she goes just for everything. 
You know, a little bit like a 
headless chicken,” she said.

French Open champion 
and seventh seed Jelena 
Ostapenko also progressed, 
but she too needed three 
sets to get past China’s 
Duan Yingying.

On a hot Melbourne 
day, Croatia’s sixth seed 
Marin Cilic advanced, with 
last year’s Wimbledon fi-
nalist easily beating Joao 
Sousa.

US Open semi-finalist 
and 10th seed Pablo Carre-
no-Busta also went through 
after French veteran Gilles 
Simon retired injured when 
trailing 6-2, 3-0.

A n d  f i g h t i n g  f o r -
mer finalist Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga saw off  rising Ca-
nadian youngster Denis 
Shapovalov in a five-set 
thriller.

But Russia’s Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova, a quarter-
finalist last year, became 
the latest seed to slump out 
in the women’s draw, which 
has been shorn of  leading 
names over the first two 
rounds.

Seeded 15, she lost to 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Bonda-
renko.

Venus Williams’ con-
queror Belinda Bencic also 
ran out of  steam, having no 
answers against Thai quali-
fier Luksika Kumkhum, 
slumping out 6-1, 6-3.

when Sergio Aguero scored late 
on against Queens Park Rangers.

“Football’s football, never 
say never,” Jones told the British 
media.

”I remember in my first season 
(2011-12) we were eight points 
clear, absolutely cruising, (every-
one thought there was) no way 
we’d let the lead slip, and we lost 
it on the final day.

“People can say what they 
want but we’ll continue to be posi-
tive and push forward. You never 
know. It happened in 2012 to us 
so why not?”

Jose Mourinho has faced criti-
cism for United’s more conser-
vative approach against the top 
teams this season, including their 
0-0 draw against Liverpool at An-
field in October.

Jones, however, is satisfied 
with the manager’s tactical plans 
and believes the results prove the 
club are on the right track.

“People will criticise, people 
will have their own comments, 
views, but we don’t care too much 
about that to be honest,” Jones 
added.

“We do what we do best, we 
set up the way the manager wants 
us to play and it works. We’re do-
ing well, we need to keep going. 
It’s another big game on Saturday 
against Burnley.”

United visit Burnley, who se-
cured a 2-2 draw at Old Trafford 
in the reverse fixture last month.

way out. (Alfredo) Di Ste-
fano left Madrid so anyone 
can leave now without it 
causing a big drama.”

Former Spain defender 
Sanchis spent his entire ca-
reer with Real Madrid, win-
ning eight Liga titles and 
two Champions Leagues 
between 1983 and 2001.

Ronaldo collected a 
joint-record fifth Ballon 
d‘Or award in December 
but has only scored four 

times in La Liga this season, 
a huge factor in the Spanish 
and European champions 
limp title defence.

Real have fallen a re-
markable 19 points behind 
runaway league leaders Bar-
celona and are currently 
fourth in the standings, trail-
ing second-placed Atletico 
Madrid by 10 points and 
third-placed Valencia by 
eight, although they have 
played one game less.

Tauranga, Jan. 17 (PTI): A 
scintillating double-century 
stand between New Zea-
land openers Jakob Bhula 
and Rachin Ravindra lit up 
the Hagley Oval as several 
records were broken during 
the Group A match against 
Kenya which the hosts won 
by 243 runs in the ICC U-19 
World Cup.

Bhula’s astounding in-
nings of 180 was the highest 
individual innings in the 
history of U19 ODIs, while 
his 245- run first wicket 
partnership with Ravin-
dra (117) was the best-ever 
opening stand in the tour-
nament.

The opening wicket 
partnership set the tone for 
more onslaught as Finn Al-
len joined the party with a 
belligerent 90 that resulted 
in New Zealand notching a 
mammoth 436 for four, the 
second highest total in ICC 
U19 Cricket World Cup.

In another Group A 
match in fr ont of broadcast 
cameras, Wandile Makwe-
tu scored a run-a-ball 99 
not out and fast bowler 
Hermann Rolfes took four 
wickets to help 2014 cham-
pions South Africa defeat 
defending champion the 
Windies by 76 runs.

The result means New 
Zealand and South Afri-
ca have progressed to the 
Super League after two 
successive wins, while the 
Windies and Kenya, fol-
lowing back-to-back defeats, 
will now feature in the Plate 

Championship.
Elsewhere, Afghanistan 

defeated Sri Lanka by 32 
runs to become the first 
side to qualify for the Su-
per League from Group 
D. This result means the 
winner of  Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan match on Friday, 
19 January in Whangarei 
will become the second 
side to progress to the Super 
League from Group D.

In the fourth and last 
match of the day, Australia 
coasted to a comfortable 
seven wickets victory over 
Zimbabwe to notch up their 
first win in Pool B.

On Friday, Australia 
will take on Papua New 
Guinea and India will meet 
Zimbabwe, and if  both Aus-
tralia and India win their 
matches, they will qualify 
for the Super League.

New Zealand openers 
Bhula and left-hander Ra-
vindra made Kenya captain 
Sachin Bhudia repent his 
decision to field first as the 
pair added 245 runs in less 
than 36 overs, providing Al-
len the launching pad as the 
home side finished at 436 
for four in their 50 overs.

Bhula smashed 10 fours 
and five sixes off  144 de-
liveries. He was in sight of  
the maiden double-century 
in U19 cricket, but was 
run-out with three overs 
remaining.

Nevertheless, his in-
nings bettered the previous 
highest individual score of  
179 not out by Australia’s 

Theo Doropoulos against 
England in 2003. The previ-
ous highest in U19 CWCs 
was 176 was in the name 
of Donovan Pagon, which 
the Windies batsman had 
scored against Scotland in 
2002. Ravindra matched 
Bhula stroke-by-stroke as 
he clubbed eight fours and 
three sixes in an entertain-
ing 101-ball 117.

Their partnership was 
the second best for any 
wicket in the ICC U19 
Cricket World Cup. Later, 
Allen’s 40-ball 90 (8x4, 6x6) 
further inflated the total, 
which is second only to 
Australia’s record score of  
480 for six, which also came 
against Kenya in 2002. Ke-
nya never went for the target 
and played out the 50 overs 
to finish with 193 for four.

Opener Aman Gandhi 
scored 63 off  106 deliver-
ies while Thomas Ochieng 
made an unbeaten 39 off  
47. Ravindra followed up 
his century with two for 33 
bowling his left-arm spin.

Bhula, who was later 
named player of the match, 
said: “It’s a really big win 
for us and we really wanted 
to come here today and 
make our mark.

“I think we did that put-
ting 430 on the board, and 
to go out and bowl like we 
did today, we were really 
happy. I thought we bowled 
really well, probably lacked 
in the field a little, but that 
s a work-on for the next 
game.”

Mumbai, Jan. 17 (PTI): Beaten 
and bruised in their last home game, 
Mumbai City FC will look to defeat 
Bengaluru FC when the two sides 
clash here tomorrow in an Indian 
Super League (ISL) encounter.

A win on their home turf  will 
ease pressure on Mumbai, cur-
rently placed on the fifth spot with 
as many as four wins in 10 games.

Also, the home side will be keen 
to seek revenge as they had faced 
a 2-0 drubbing from Bengaluru in 
Bengaluru on November 19.

“In terms of performance, I see 
the team developing.

Sometimes this progress doesn’t 
match the results. And now we have 
a situation where we have to stand 
again and we’ll do it.

“The team, which just lay down, 
will be finished.

We’ll not do that. We’ll fight 
with all our resources to be in the 
top four,” Mumbai City FC coach 
Alexandre Guimaraes said at the 
pre-match media conference here.

But the home team will face a 
tough challenge from the Bengal-
uru boys who have an inspirational 
player in Sunil Chhetri, known to 
turn things around, and they, too, 
would be keen to taste victory at 
the Mumbai Football Arena in sub-

urban Andheri.
“In the first game, we had too 

many situations that didn’t allow 
us to make a good game. They 
(Bengaluru) deserved that win for 
sure. But from that game, we have 
been building.

Our style of  play, 
which has us in this 
package of  eight teams, 
everybody has a chance 
to make it to the top four.

“You have to be alert, 
anything can happen. 
You have to work on 
how to improve your 
team and we have 
been doing that,” the 
Mumbai coach ex-
plained.

B e n g a l u r u  a r e 
presently placed on the 
second spot with six wins 
from 10 matches, while the 
current ISL season has been a 
mixed bag for Mumbai.

But the visitors had lost to Delhi 
Dynamos 2-0 in their last game and 
would look to come back to win-
ning ways from this game.

Likewise, in the last home 
game, Mumbai were drubbed by 
the Kerala Blasters 1-0 on Sunday.

But Mumbai’s defence is solid 

with a back-line comprising de-
fenders Gerson Vieira and Lucian 
Goian, backed up by an alert cus-
todian in Amrinder Singh, who 
on numerous occasions, has saved 
goals for his team. They also have 
another goal-keeper in Kunal Sawa-

nt, who can chip in if  
required.

And their  de-
fence will have to put 

their act together if  they 
want to stop the op-

position strikers.
For the home 

side, striker Bal-
want Singh, Bra-
zilian Everton 
Santos, highly-

impressive attack-
ing mid-fielders 

Brazilian Thiago 
Santos and Camer-

oonian Achille Emana 
can breach any good defence 

and Bengaluru’s one would be no 
exception.

In the last games, Mumbai 
missed many opportunities to score 
and they would have to pull up their 
socks at their citadel to clinch a win.

For Bengaluru, apart from 
Chhetri, the other strikers are Udan-
ta Kumam, Braulio Nobrega, who 

also need to fire up to score.
Their mid-fielders like Edu 

Garcia, Antonio Dovale and Erik 
Paartalu will need to play their roles 
to perfection and so as the defend-
ers such as Rahul Bheke, Collin 
Abranches, Juanan.

Bengaluru coach Albert Roca 
admitted that the “favourite tag” 
on his team puts pressure on them 
but said the squad had the ability 
to do well.

“We need a balance in our re-
sults. We have two wins and then 
we lose, that’s not good enough. 
That favourite tag is not good. It 
puts added pressure on the players 
when people say ‘oh, you will win 
everything’.

“But, though there is pressure, I 
can tell you that we have the quality 
to do well,” Roca said.

He conceded the Mumbai game 
was a tough one and that the side 
“will have to do our best to get the 
(desired) result.” 

But with a fine attacking line-up 
and equally impressive defensive 
skills, the Guimaraes-managed 
Mumbai look hard to beat at home 
and Bengaluru will need to bring on 
all their energy to vanquish them in 
their den.

The match starts at 8 pm.    
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Football, volleyball and basketball finals today

South Africa's bowler Lungi Ngidi, second right, celebrates with teammates after dismissing India's 
batsman Hardik Pandya, right, for 6 runs on the fifth and final day of the second cricket test match at the 
Centurion Park in Pretoria, South Africa on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

South Africa end India's 
nine-series winning streak

Manchester City's 
Moreno joins 
Brazil's Flamengo

Pooja excited after conquering World champion

Stokes available for England 
selection, says ECB

Centurion, Jan. 17 (PTI): Indomitable at 
home, India's batsmen capitulated in the 
face of South Africa's menacing pace attack 
to suffer a 135-run drubbing in the second 
Test here today, ending a nine-series unbeat-
en run for Virat Kohli's world No.1 side.

After the 72-run loss in the opening 
Test, the margin got bigger here as the visi-
tors handed the home side a 2-0 lead in the 
three-match series. Rohit Sharma's 47 was 
the lone noteworthy contribution in a chase 
of 287, which was a tall ask from the begin-
ning given the unpredictable bounce of the 
pitch. The Indians folded for 151 in 50.2 
overs, never really offering a fight.

It was a revenge of  sorts for Faf  du 
Plessis' side, which had been blanked 3-0 
by hosts India in 2015.

Debutant Lungi Ngidi was the newest 
fast-bowling nemesis that India discovered 
as he snared six scalps for a mere 39 runs 
in 12.2 overs. From team selection to shot 
selection, to running between the wickets 
to the absence of sheer grit, India were left 
pondering quite a few issues at the end of  
just there second Test away from the sub-
continent in more than a year.

Ngidi became the sixth Proteas' pacer to 
pick a five- wicket haul in his debut Test af-
ter Lance Klusener (8/62 vs India in 1996), 
Charles Langeveldt (5/46 vs England in 
2005), Vernon Philander (5/15 vs Australia 
in 2011), Merchant de Lange (7/81 vs Sri 
Lanka in 2011) and Kyle Abbott (7/29 vs 
Pakistan in 2013).

This was after India, had been reduced 
to 87/7 at one stage, looking firmly down 
the barrel. Starting from overnight 35/3, it 
was another horrific first hour of play for 
the visitors. On the 19th ball of the morn-
ing, in the 27th over, Cheteshwar Pujara 
(19) was run out for the second time in the 

match. He went for an unnecessary third 
run and couldn't beat AB de Villiers' throw 
from the deep, which Quinton de Kock 
swiftly passed to the stumps.

After his suicidal run-out in the first 
innings, Pujara became the first Indian bats-
man to be run-out twice in the same Test.

Three overs later, Parthiv Patel (19) 
pulled Kagiso Rabada (3-47) and a flying 
Morne Morkel took a brilliant catch at the 
deep square leg boundary.

Hardik Pandya (6) added 18 runs with 
Rohit (47 runs, 74 balls, 6 fours, 1 six). But 
then played a poor stroke off  Ngidi in an 
attempt to lift the ball over slip cordon.

Instead, Pandya was caught behind 
leaving India at 83/6. Ten balls later, R 
Ashwin (3) was caught behind off  Ngidi 
and India's hopes to even salvage a draw 
lay in tatters. Mohammed Shami (28 runs, 
24 balls, 5 fours) though provided a ray of  
hope. He put on 54 runs off  61 balls with 
Rohit for the eighth wicket. In doing so, the 
duo pushed India past 100 in the 39th over.

Just ahead of  the scheduled lunch 
break, in the 48th over, Rohit was caught in 
the deep off  Rabada as the morning session 
was extended.

Six balls later, Ngidi then returned to 
pick up his fifth wicket as Shami's mistimed 
pull shot was caught at mid-on. Two overs 
later, the burly pacer also accounted for 
Jasprit Bumrah (2) and subjected India to 
an embarrassing loss. Ishant Sharma (4) 
was the last man standing for the visitors, 
who will have quite a few matters to resolve 
before the third and final Test in Johannes-
burg, which starts on January 24.

The debacle is Kohli's first as full-time 
captain even though he did well with the 
bat in this match, scoring 153 in the first 
innings.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 17 (EMN): 
Lhisemia-Khel will take 
on Dapfhütsumia-Khel 
in football final match 
on Thursday at the on-
going 63rd Kohima Vil-
lage Sports Association 
(KVSA) meet.

L h i s e m i a - K h e l 
thumped Tsütuonuomia-
Khel 6-3 in the first foot-
ball match, while Dap-
fhü t sumia -Khe l  bea t 
Pfuchatsumia-Khel 1-0 
in the second match on 
Wednesday. With the win, 
the football final match be-
tween L Khel and D Khel 
will be played at 7:30 am 
at Kohima local ground on 
Thursday morning.

While in men’s volley-
ball, T Khel beat D Khel by 
direct 3 sets in the second 
match and set up the final 
clash against L Khel on 
Thursday. In women’s vol-
leyball, L Khel beat P Khel 
by 3-1 sets in the first match 
and D Khel defeated T 
Khel by 3-1 sets to win the 
second match. L Khel will 
face D Khel in the women 
volleyball final match.

In men’s basketball, L 
Khel beat P Khel by 48-43 
points and D Khel beat 
T Khel by 64-56 points 
in the second match. D 
Khel will play against L 
Khel in the final match on 
Thursday.

In women basketball, 
T Khel beat D Khel by 23-
22 points and L Khel beat 
P Khel by 29-18 points. In 
the final match, T Khel 
will take on L Khel on 
Thursday.

While the badminton 
and table tennis competi-
tions at the Indoor stadi-
um were on till the filling 
of  this report. 

New Delh i ,  Jan.  17 
(IANS): Yet to come to 
terms with the fact that she 
has defeated reigning World 
and Olympic champion 
Helen Maroulis in the Pro 
Wrestling League (PWL), 
rising Indian star Pooja 
Dhanda is looking forward 
to creating more landmarks 
in the tournament.

Turning out for the Pun-
jab Royals, Pooja recorded 
the biggest victory of  her 
career when she defeated 
Maroulis 7-6 in a women's 
57kg division clash during 

a PWL tie against Haryana 
Hammers on Tuesday night.

That bout was crucial in 
Punjab's victory as it gave 
them a 3-1 lead. The team 
went on to beat Haryana 
4-3. Pooja, who considers 
her speed as her biggest 
strength, had begun well and 
took a 2-0 lead in the open-
ing period. She continued to 
attack in the next round and 
forced her way to a comfort-
able 7-0 lead.

Hailing from a small 
village called Gudana in 
Hisar district of  Haryana, 

the 24-year-old has had a 
topsy turvy ride in her life. 

Starting off her career as 
a judoka before joining wres-
tling in 2009 on the advice of  
wrestling coach and Asian 
Championships medallist 
Kripa Shankar Bishnoi.

Bishnoi had told Pooja 
that her body structure and 
interest was more suited to 
wrestling than judo. Before 
2009, Pooja had already 
bagged three international 
medals in judo, including 
a silver medal at the 2010 
Youth Olympics.

Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 17 
(IANS): Manchester City 
forward Marlos Moreno 
has joined Flamengo on a 
year-long loan, the Brazil-
ian club announced.

The  Colombia  in -
ternational had been on 
loan at Spanish side Gi-
rona, where he made just 
four appearances in six 
months, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Moreno arrived in Rio 
de Janeiro for a medical 
on Saturday and took part 
in his first training session 
on Monday, Flamengo of-
ficials said.

M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y 
signed Moreno in August 
2016 from Colombia's 
Atletico Nacional but the 
21-year-old is yet to make 
his debut for Pep Guar-
diola's team. He has been 
capped eight times for 
Colombia and scored one 
goal.

London, Jan. 17 (Re-
uters): England cricketer 
Ben Stokes can be selected 
for next month’s tour of  
New Zealand after be-
ing charged with affray 
this week, the England 
and Wales cricket board 
(ECB) said on Wednes-
day.

“ Fo l l ow i n g  a  f u l l 
Board  d i scuss ion,  in 
which all considerations 
were taken into account, 
the ECB Board has agreed 
that Ben Stokes should 
now be considered for 
England selection,” it said 
in a statement.

Stokes and two other 
men are due to appear 
before Bristol Magistrates’ 
Court at a date yet to be 
fixed after being charged 
following an incident out-
side a nightclub in the city 
last September.

The 26-year-old has 
not played for England 
since the incident, miss-
ing out on the Ashes tour 
to Australia and selection 
for the start of  the one-day 
series against Australia.

He did play in six do-

mestic matches in New 
Zealand in December, 
however.  S tokes  was 
named this month in Eng-
land’s Twenty20 squad for 
the Tri-series against Aus-
tralia and New Zealand 
but his participation was 
dependent on whether he 
was charged.

The  ECB sa id  the 
board agreed it “would not 
be fair, reasonable or pro-
portionate” for Stokes to 
remain unavailable, given 
his intention to contest the 
charge and the potential 
length of  time to trial.

“ECB fully respects 
the legal process and the 

player’s intention to de-
fend himself  against the 
charge,” it added.

“England selectors, 
management and players 
have been informed and 
Ben Stokes is expected 
to join the squad in New 
Zealand for February’s 
T20 matches.”

KOHIMA VILLAGE SPORTS MEET

The medal tally on Day 
3 remained the same with 
T Khel leading the tally 
with 31 medals (17 gold, 
10 silver and 4 bronze).

On the fourth day, 
starting from 7:30 am on-
wards, the final matches 
of  football (men), bas-
ketball (men and wom-
en), volley-ball (men and 
women) will be played. 
While at the indoor sta-
dium Kohima, badminton 
(open category), table ten-
nis (open category) and 
chess (individual) finals 
will begin from 12 pm 
onwards.

Players of D Khel (blue) and 
T Khel in action during the 
second basketball match at 
the ongoing 63rd Kohima 
Village Sports Association 
(KVSA) meet on Wednesday.
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