
WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

Mirror Takes
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Dada, opai nai there was 
a checking... It's like the 

second coming of Christ for 
us.. otherwise we don't close 

on Sundays also. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 08°
Agartala 26° 12°
Gangtok 20° 06°
Guwahati 25° 12°
Imphal 22° 07°

Itanagar 22° 10°
Shillong 18° 06°
Delhi 23° 09°
Kolkata 24° 11°
Chennai 30° 19°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.2° 4.7°
DIMAPUR 25.6° 14.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 63%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Scenes of pre-election violence from Mongsenyimti village in Mokokchung district on Tue. 
EM Images

NCP to go solo in Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, and Tripura

NSF amps ‘solution before 
election’ campaign

Former minister Patton turns Lotus, once again 

Tradition of pre-election 
violence continues in Mkg. 

Two truck drivers killed in Dmr

Nine oil tankers set afire on 
Assam-Arunachal border

Register FIRs in all staged shoot-out 
cases in Manipur, SC tells CBI

SC crisis appears unresolved amid 
hopes weekend will bring relief

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Dolores O’Riordan was ‘full 
of life’ hours before death | P10

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the read-
ers especially the Kuki 

community on the 
occasion of  Mimkut. 

May this festival usher 
in peace and blessings 

for all.

Police arrests at least 24 persons for causing 
election-related riot in Mongsenyimti village

ICC slaps 25% match fee fine 
on Kohli for misconduct |  P11

EU Council chief : Brexit can be 
reversed if UK wants | P9

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Ja n . 1 6 
(EMN): In the run-up to the 
forthcoming state general 
elections, supporters of 
two intending candidates 
from Mongsenyimti village 
under 24 Angetyongpang 
assembly constituency 
clashed in the late hours 

of Jan. 14 last.
According to police 

source, the incident hap-
pened on the night of 
Jan.14 last, at around 11 
pm when they received 
information about some 
disturbance and stone 
pelting amongst the two 
opposing supporters in 

Mongsenyimti village.
After reaching the vil-

lage, which is situated 
some 30 kilometres away 
from Mokokchung town, 
the police authorities, 
were able to contain the 
situation eventually. 

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  2 4 
people from the village 

were apprehended on the 
charges of causing riot. It 
was also learned that dur-
ing the melee, Maruti Alto 
car, and the wind shield 
of Mokokchung SDPO’ 
vehicle were damaged by 
stones though no news of 
injuries were reported till 
the filing of this report.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): The crisis in 
the Supreme Court over complaints 
against the chief justice seemed 
far from over despite optimism 
expressed a day earlier by top legal 
bodies, amid fresh hopes today of a 
resolution by the weekend.

"I think it (crisis) has not been 
settled. Lets hope things will be fully 
settled within 2-3 days", Attorney 
General K K Venugopal told PTI 
today.

He had asserted yesterday that 
"everything has been settled" and 
described the crisis as a "storm in 
a tea cup." The Bar Council of India 
had declared "kahani khatam (story 
is over)" in describing the crisis that 
erupted on Friday when four senior-
most judges launched a virtual revolt 
against Chief Justice Dipak Misra.

At an unprecedented press con-
ference, Justices J Chelameswar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, Madan B Lokur and 
Kurian Joseph openly castigated the 
functioning of the top court headed 
by Misra.

Supreme Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) President Vikas Singh today 
said there was a likelihood of the 
crisis being resolved by the end of 

this week.
"By the end of this week the crisis 

is likely to be resolved," he told PTI.
Singh said that when he had 

handed over the SCBA resolution 
to the CJI on Sunday, he had got 
the impression that the crisis would 
be resolved. Singh said the CJI was 
hopeful that within a week things 
will return to normalcy.

In its emergency meeting on 
Saturday, the SCBA had passed a 
resolution asking the chief justice 
to convene a full court meeting of 
the apex court judges and transfer 
all pending PILs for hearing before 
the five senior-most judges who are 
members of the collegium.

Venugopal, the attorney general, 
also hoped that things will be sorted 
out in the next few days. Asked 
whether he had a meeting or if he 
spoke with any of the four judges or 
the CJI, Venugopal said, "Nothing of 
that sort has happened".

At the press conference, the four 
judges had flagged certain prob-
lems, including the assigning of 
cases by the CJI, and said there were 
certain issues afflicting the country's 
highest court.

On Sunday, CJI Misra met a 
seven-member delegation of the Bar 
Council of India and SCBA's Singh, 
and had reportedly assured them 
that the crisis would be sorted out 
soon and congeniality would prevail. 
Today, the Bar Council of India con-
tinued to maintain that there was 
"absolutely no crisis now".

BCI Chairman Manan Kumar 
Mishra told PTI that a seven- mem-
ber delegation yesterday met Jus-
tices Gogoi and Lokur, who both 
gave an assurance that there was no 
crisis at all.

"Justice Gogoi said the crisis is 
over. He said there is no dispute at 
all," Manan said when asked about 
reports which projected a contrary 
situation.

Asked to react to Venugopal's 
statement that things haven't settled 
yet, Mishra said: "I don't know how 
and why the Attorney General is say-
ing like this. All judges are holding 
their courts and the work is going on 
normally in the Supreme Court.

"Hence, nothing more will come 
out in public and very soon all issues 
will be settled. Absolutely there is no 
crisis now," he said. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 16 (EMN): As a run-up 
to its proposed mass rally to be held 
on Jan. 23 at Kohima, the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) on Tuesday 
launched a poster campaign in the 
capital town, appealing to the govern-
ment of India to expedite the ongoing 
Indo-Naga political talks and ‘seal the 
deal’ before the forthcoming state 
general assembly election.

With the state general election due 
early this year, the NSF is apprehen-
sive that an election might create con-
fusion and delay the ongoing dialogue 
for an early solution, an official of the 
federation said. He informed that the 
poster campaign will be carried out 
across Naga areas which fall under 

NSF jurisdiction, until Jan. 23.
Slogans such as: ‘We Want Solu-

tion, Not Election’, ‘No Solution, No 
Election’, ‘Naga Solution for Better 
Tomorrow’, ‘Settle the ongoing Indo-
Naga peace process before state as-
sembly election’ etc. were printed on 
posters pasted at various strategic 
locations in Kohima.

Another official of the student 
body said the poster campaign was 
being carried out as a message to the 
government of India and the Election 
Commission, requesting them not 
to conduct the looming assembly 
election in the state in order to avoid 
hampering the ongoing talks between 
the Centre and Naga political groups 
which is stated to be at a final stage.

Guwahati, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Suspected Naga militants set 
afire nine tankers loaded with 
crude oil in the remote Namsik 
area on the Assam-Arunachal 
Pradesh border on Tuesday 
evening.

The tankers were moving 
from Kharsang in Arunachal 
Pradesh to Digboi in Assam 
when they were set on fire near 
Jagun. 

Senior police and Army and 
Assam Rifles personnel rushed 
to the area, where security has 
since been beefed up.

"Nine oil tankers were set 
on fire. We suspect that Nation-
al Socialist Council of Nagaland 

(Khaplang) militants are behind 
the incident since the anti-talks 
faction has a strong presence 
in the area along the inter-state 
border," a senior police official 
said.

Tinsukia district in eastern 
Assam bordering Arunachal 
Pradesh has been witnessing 
militant activities in the recent 
past. 

While the anti-talk faction 
of Ulfa militants had killed a 
Bharatiya Janata Party leader 
and his son in the district after 
suspecting them to be spying for 
the Army, the Ulfa last month 
abducted a businessman's son 
who was later released.

Shillong, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Sharad Pawar-led NCP on 
Tuesday said it will fight the 
coming assembly elections 
in Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura on its own.

"We will contest a large 
number of assembly seats 
in Meghalaya, and a few 
in Nagaland and a token 
number of seats in Tripura," 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) General Secretary 
Praful Patel told journalists 
here.

In Meghalaya, the party 
will field candidates in 22 of 
the 24 assembly seats under 
Tura parliamentary con-
stituency in the Garo Hills 
region and around 20 of the 
36 seats in Khasi-Jaintia Hills 

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
directed the CBI to register 
FIRs in all 30 cases of alleged 
fake shootouts by the security 
forces in Manipur.

The bench of  Justice 
Madan B. Lokur and Justice 
Uday Umesh Lalit directed 
the agency to register FIRs by 
January 31 and complete in-
vestigation by February 28 - a 
deadline the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) said was 
not enough.

The court order came as 
it expressed its displeasure 
over the investigating agency 
telling the bench that it was 
studying all the reports before 
taking a call for registering 
the FIRs.

The CBI told the court that 
of the 48 cases being dealt by 
it, in 12 cases, it has already 
registered FIRs, in six cases, it 
has yet to receive report from 
the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) and in 
the remaining 30 cases, it was 
examining the documents.

Telling the CBI that FIR has 

to be registered in every case, 
Justice Lokur said: "You may 
take up the cases in which the 
ground work has been done 
by the Commission of Inquiry, 
NHRC, Judicial Inquiries and 
Gauhati High Court."

The top court by its July 
14, 2017 order had directed 
the CBI Director to nominate 
a group of five officers to go 
through the records of the 90 
cases, lodge necessary FIRs 
and complete the investiga-
tions by December 31, 2017.

The court had referred to 
the cases inquired and exam-
ined by the Inquiry Commis-
sion headed by former apex 
court judge Justice Santosh 
Hegde, the NHRC, judicial in-
quiries and the Gauhati High 
Court.

As Additional Solicitor 
General Maninder Singh, ap-
pearing for CBI, told the bench 
that the deadline of February 
28 to complete the investiga-
tion was not sufficient, the 
court told him to address the 
issue during the hearing in 
February when CBI would be 

filing the status report on its 
investigations.

The court by its July 14 
order had directed the listing 
of matter in January 2018 to 
"ensure compliance with our 
directions for investigation" 
by the CBI as it heard a plea 
by the Extra Judicial Execution 
Victim Families Association 
seeking a SIT probe into the 
killing of 1,528 persons by 
ManipurAPolice and security 
forces since 1978.

Earlier the top court by its 
July 8, 2017, verdict had ruled 
that security forces including 
cannot use excessive force 
during counter-insurgency 
operations in areas declared 
disturbed under the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act and 
criminal courts do have the ju-
risdiction over cases of alleged 
excesses by security forces.

"The law is therefore very 
clear that if an offence is com-
mitted even by Army person-
nel, there is no concept of ab-
solute immunity from trial by 
the criminal court constituted 
under the Cr.P.C. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 16: An Iso-
lated former Home Minis-
ter of Nagaland, Yanthungo 
Patton on Tue. returned to 
his former party, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP),  in an 
event to mark the occasion 
held at Dimapur.  

A reliable source in-
formed that Patton was 
‘inducted’ into the party in 
the presence of BJP leader 
Ram Madhav, Himanta 
Biswas Sarma from Assam, 
and the state BJP president 
Visasolie Lhoungu.  

Patton had earlier re-
signed from the assembly 
on Jan. 10. This is the sec-
ond occasion Patton will 
be joining the BJP. 

T h e  f o r m e r  h o m e 

minister was first elected 
to the assembly in 1998 
through an Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC) from 
40 Bhandari Assembly 
Constituency. He lost the 
elections on the same INC 
ticket in 2003. 

He later joined the 
BJP and won the elections 
from 37- Tyui A/C in 2008 
only to merge with the 
NPF party in 2009 along 
with his fellow party col-
league and legislator MC 
Konyak. In 2013 he won 
the elections again on an 
NPF ticket from Tyui A/C 
with a big margin.

The decision of former 
chief minister Neiphiu Rio 
to leave state politics came 
as a blessing for Patton 

and he was elevated as the 
second-in-command in 
the ministry of TR Zeliang 
in 2014 and was allotted 
the portfolio of Home.  

He served as the home 
minister till the latest re-
shuffle of the Zeliang min-
istry in December 2017 
when he was dropped 
from the cabinet.

However, it was only 
recently that Chubathung 
Odyuo was declared as the 
BJP’s ‘intending candidate’ 
from 37- Tyui A/C. The 
party even had an event 
on Tue. in Wokha where 
Chubathung Odyuo was 
projected as the BJP’s in-
tending candidate. (Refer 
page 3)      

Odyuo was reported was 

as “calling upon the booth-
level party workers to wake 
up from their slumbers and 
start unconditional work 
and serve the party to bring 
achievement. 

“He informed the party 
worker that BJP has wider 
scope for Nagaland where 
he stated that party gives 
every individual a prior-
ity and eradicate the VIP 
culture with EPI (Every 
One is Important) – ad-
mitting that the other po-
litical parties have failed 
the state – where he as-
sured that through BJP the 
present government can 
only elevate and eradicate 
the problems in the state 
bringing their dream into 
reality.”

All is not well in the 'reconciled' NPF
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Jan. 16: As is the 
case in the present tenure, 
the power struggle within 
the recently 'reconciled' 
ruling Nagaland People's 
Front (NPF) party is yet 
from over even as signs 
of rumblings continue to 
surface.

With the impending 
elections, the tussle is yet 
to come out in the open 
like before even though it 
persists. Along with some 
of the unexpected reso-

lutions made during the 
meeting of the party's cen-
tral office bearers on Jan. 
15, the tussle seems to be 
continuing with move to 
avail the party's tickets for  
the loyalists of the respec-
tive power centres.  

This probably led to 
the constitution and re-
constitution of the Work-
ing Committee of the party 
twice within a period of 
two weeks.  Besides other 
functions, the most im-
portant role of the Working 

Committee of the NPF is 
to function as the Election 
Committee with powers to 
decide the party's candi-
dates during elections. 

The first  l ist  of  the 
Working Committee was 
finalised on Dec. 29, 2017 
and it was signed by the 
Secretary General and the 
President of the party. It 
was also published in some 
of the local newspapers. 

In that list, 18 names 
along with the presidents 
and representatives of 

the party’s frontal organi-
sations constituted the 
Working Committee. On 
the latest list of the Work-
ing Committee finalised 
on Jan. 12, the list had 
changed to 27 members 
and it was it was signed 
only by the President of 
the party. 

In the latest list of the 
Working Committee the 
representatives and the 
presidents of the party's 
frontal organisations were 
not included.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): Two 
truck drivers were ‘brutally 
killed’ early Tue. morning 
inside a stone crusher unit at 
Dimapur, according to the Di-
mapur District Truck Drivers' 
Welfare Trade Union (DDT-
DWTU).

The union issued a state-
ment condemning the ‘killing’ 
of Abdul Latif, aged 33, and 
Ajimuddin, aged 31, by some 
unidentified persons inside a 

stone crusher unit at Burma 
Camp in Dimapur at around 
2 am on Tue.

“The Union while shar-
ing pain and grief with the 
bereaved family members 
has urged upon the district 
administration/law enforcing 
agency to investigate the case 
thoroughly and to arrest the 
murderers and award befitting 
punishment as per the law of 
the land,” the statement read. 

region under Shillong parlia-
mentary constituency.

The five-year terms of 
the assemblies in Megha-
laya, Nagaland, and Tripura, 
with 60 seats each, will ex-
pire on March 6, 13, and 14, 
respectively.

Although, the NCP has 
decided not to forge alli-
ance with the Congress in 
the three states, Patel said 
his party will have some 
kind of "understanding with 
some regional parties" in 
Meghalaya.

"We will be clearer on 
this (understanding with 
some regional parties) as 
we approach the elections 
in the comings weeks," the 
NCP leader said.

Patel said: "We have al-
ways been an ally of the 
Congress in Maharastha 
and at the Centre but as we 
speak we do not have any 
alliance with the Congress 
at any level."

"But that does not mean 
that likeminded secular par-
ties cannot work together 
in future. In Meghalaya, 
the NCP is however on its 
own and we will chart our 
own course depending on 
what we think is best for the 

state," the former Union 
Minister said.

Patel hit out at the ruling 
Congress-led Meghalaya 
United Alliance government 
in the north-eastern state, 
which the NCP is a part it, 
for its "mis-governance" in 
the last five years.

"Other political parties 
are trying to create their 
own space on various issues. 
The state government has 
failed miserably to provide 
good governance. There 
have been many complaints 
about the schemes it has 
launched," he said.

Without naming the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Pa-
tel said that their divisive 
policies practised by im-
posing on others what one 
should eat or what religion 
one should follow and also 
imposition on one's culture 
would fragment society.

As for the National Peo-
ple's Party, founded by late 
Purno Agitok Sangma, one 
of the founding-members 
of the NCP, Patel said: "The 
NPP, now headed by Sang-
ma's youngest son Conrad 
K. Sangma, should clarify 
whether it accepts what all 
the BJP says or does." 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Tshelhi-ü speaking at the special outreach programme at Hakchang 
village.

National integration tour team with Ram Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati Bhawan in Delhi on Jan. 15.

The three accused.

DC, Mon, Thavaseelan K (IAS) chairing the monthly DPDB meeting at DC’s Conference Hall,  Mon on Jan. 15.

District planning boards 
conduct monthly meeting 

ANGDA to observe ‘Shanti march’
Along with the rest of driver association of the country, 
the All Nagaland Govt. Drivers’ Association (ANGDA) will 
be observing ‘Shanti march,’ on Jan. 18, being organised 
by the All India Government Drivers’ Federation Hq. New 
Delhi. A press release from ANGDA general secretary has 
requested all district units to observe the event in their 
respective head quarters.  Kohima members are requested 
to gather at the association’s office at 10 a.m.

KMC notifies on availing import permit
The Kohima Municipal Council Administrator Kethosituo 
Sekhose has directed all the concerned to avail import 
permit and coupon for sale under KMC w.e.f. Jan. 20 from 
its office. The order has been issued on receiving the notice 
that certain goods imported from Imphal, Manipur side 
for sale / business purposes in Kohima town are being 
brought in without availing due permit, the administrator 
informed on Tue.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.2 11.8 9.1 74 NIL

ZBT 11.5 6.3 9.1 93 NIL

MON 21.2 11.2 20.2 88 NIL

TUENSANG 15 10 3.8 54 NIL

MKG 15 10 10.9 83 NIL

PHEK 17.6 7 8.2 90 NIL

KIPHIRE 20 6.4 9.6 97 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 17 10 11.4 74 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27 10 12.7 72 NIL

JALUKIE 27 14 12 89 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 21.8 15 16.2 94 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Special outreach programme at Hakchang village

National integration tour team interacts with president Villagers trained on 
scientific rubber tapping

Heningkungla village 
condemns murder

Three caught with IMFL

DC Mon holds special 
meeting for Republic Day

NCSU mourns demise of its member

Village wise VVPAT 
demonstration to begin in Mon

Tseminyu ongoing bandh relaxed

NSCN (R) discharges two cadres

missioner, Noklak Thsu-
vishie Phoji.

According to IPR re-
port, the meeting deliber-
ated on the work distribu-
tion for the forthcoming 
Republic Day celebration. 

The chairman urged 
members to be sincere in 
their duties and also be 
present during the state as-
sembly election.

Phek: The monthly 
Phek DPDB meeting was 
held on Jan. 16 at DPDB 
hall, Phek, presided by 
Chairman Phek DPDB 
and advisor Social Welfare, 
Chotisuh Sazo.

SDO (Civil) Phek, Neil-
ezo Tep reviewed the last 
meeting minutes. The new-
ly posted officers were also 
introduced to the house.

The chairman urged 
members to be sincere in 
their works. He also asked 
officers to be present at 
their posting places for con-
venience the people.

Department of  Food & 
Civil Supplies and Sports 
presented their departmen-
tal activities. 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
A special meeting for al-
location of  works for the 
Republic Day celebration 
was conducted on Jan. 16 
at Deputy Commissioner’s 
conference hall in Mon.

During the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Mon K Thavaseelan is 
stated to have requested 
all heads of  offices who 
have been assigned specific 
tasks to extend their fullest 

co-operation for the success 
of  the programme. 

DC has directed all gov-
ernment offices to hoist the 
national flag at 6:30 a.m. 
on Jan. 26. All government 
employees under Mon dis-
trict are requested to be 
present at the local ground 
by 8:30 a.m.

Shops and business es-
tablishments are also asked 
to remain closed till 12 
noon.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
VVPAT /EVM training 
for retuning officers under 
Mon district was held at 
DC’s conference hall in 
Mon on Jan. 15. 

According to DPRO 
Tuensang report, master 
trainers, principal ITI, Mon 
Alongse Sangtam is stated 
to have imparted the func-
tioning of  VVPAT and 
hand on training to of-

ficials.
It was informed that 

village wise VVPAT dem-
onstration will begin from 
Jan. 17. The entire district 
is expected to be covered 
by 22nd Jan. 22, the report 
stated.

Banners, pamphlets and 
SVEEP related materials 
were also issued to all con-
stituencies in the district 
through ROs for display.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): Hening-
kunglwa Village Council and Women 
Society have strongly condemned the 
barbaric and heinous crime commit-
ted by one Nleilang Lungalang who 
reportedly ‘beaten up his wife to death 
in an intoxicated state on Jan. 11.’

A press release from village coun-
cil chairman, head GB and president 
women Society stated, the village 
council has ex-communicated Lungt-
wabuile, mother of  Nleilang along 
with three children of  Nleilang for the 
period of  7 (Seven) years w.e.f  Jan.11 
as per the customary law.

“The judicial authority is appeal 
to award rigorous life imprisonment 
to the culprit according to his crime,” 
the press release stated.

The village council and the wom-
en society has strongly appeal to the 
law enforcing agency to take the 
matter seriously and award befitting 
punishment to the culprit.

Further, the organizations con-
veyed heartfelt condolence to the 
bereaved family and prayed for the 
departed soul rest in eternal peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 
Medziphema battalion of  Hq. Igar 
(north) and police representative 
seized huge quantity of  illegal liquor 
from one Tata truck bearing registra-
tion number NL- 01K – 5134 at Lal-
mati, Peducha under Kohima district 
on Jan. 15.

According to PRO Igar (north), 
during the search at mobile check 
post, the team apprehended three per-

sons with liquor worth INR 2 lac.
In this connection, Apik Singh 

(28) son of  Sekhan Singh; Swoto 
(18) son of  Khuvicomma both resi-
dent of  4th Mile, Dimapur; and Arif  
(24) son of  Usen Amed, resident 
of  7th Mile, Dimapur were appre-
hended.

The acuused along with seixed 
items were handed over to Zubza Po-
lice Station for further investigation.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
The department of Land Re-
sources in collaboration with 
the Rubber Board Regional 
Office, Dimapur conducted 
four days training from Jan. 
9 to 12 at Lilen village on 
scientific rubber tapping 
and processing for IWMP-1 
(Batch-1). 

The training covered 
eight villages including Li-
len, Phaijol, Vongkithem, 
Inbung, Peilhang, Bongko-
long, New Beisumpui and 
New Chalkot.

Resource person, Arup 
Gogoi from Rubber Board 

Regional Office demon-
strated the scientific meth-
od of  rubber tapping and 
processing. President Kuki 
INPI, L Gante attendede the 
concluding ceremony as the 
guest of honour. 

Encouraging the par-
ticipants to minimize the 
practice of jhum cultivation, 
he also advised them to take 
up plantation of rubber and 
other commercial crops for 
their sustainability. 

He appreciated the farm-
ers for their contribution to 
the socio-economic develop-
ment of the society. Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The Nagaland Contractors’ & 

Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) head office, Kohima has expressed 
sadness over the demise of Thubo-o Demo, a bonafide mem-
ber of NCSU and advisor of NCSU Phek district unit. 

The NCSU said untimely demise of  Demo has cre-
ated vacuum which is difficult to fill.

The union while conveying condolences to the be-
reaved family members prayed that the Almighty God 
grant solace and comfort at this hour of  grief  and the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): The 
Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) 
and the Rengma Selo Zi (RSZ) 
have relaxed the ongoing bandh “in 
goodwill and with hope in the wis-
dom of  the government to deliver 
justice in its due time.” 

A press statement issued by the 
RSU and RSZ presidents informed 
that the decision was taken in a 
meeting called by the Rengma Hoho 
on Jan. 15, taking into considera-
tion the appeals made by the Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang and the elected 
representative of  the Rengmas, Levi 
Rengma to pave way for a congenial 
environment for the government to 
take a reasonable decision for crea-
tion of  Tseminyu district.

 “As such the two organisa-
tions under the guardianship of  the 
Rengma Hoho has taken the bet to 
instill fresh confidence in the gov-
ernment’s dedication to its citizen’s 
welfare and rested its confidence in 
the government to deliver justice to 
the far overdue and genuine demand 

for Tseminyu district,” the RSU 
added.  However, it cautioned that 
further course of  action would be 
initiated based on the government’s 
response.

The two organisations while 
expressing regret to the public for 
the inconvenience caused also ex-
pressed its gratitude to volunteers 
and general public for their coop-
eration and solidarity ‘ushered in 
towards the cause of  the Rengma 
community’s genuine demand for 
Tseminyu district.’ 

The organisations extended its 
heartfelt appreciation to the Wo-
zuro Range Union for their solidar-
ity visit during the band and Sumi 
Aphuyimi Hoho for the unflinching 
support towards the cause.

 It further thanked the Naga 
Civil Society organisations and the 
press fraternity for their unflinching 
support and solidarity in actions 
and words in the humble pursuit 
of  the Rengma community’s fight 
for justice.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 
NSCN/ GPRN (Reformation) has 
issued a force discharge to two of  
its cadres namely ‘Lieut. col.’ Kaito 
Achumi son of  Vuniho of  Niuland 
village of  UT-1 region and ‘capt.’ 
Asheto, son of  Yekhi of  Shuruto 
village of  Sumi region from the ac-
tive national service with immediate 

effect. This was informed by MIP 
NSCN / GPRN (R).

The duo were found indulging in 
anti- social activities which is against 
the yehzabo of  the government, the 
MIP stated.

It further informed general public 
not to entertain them in any way re-
lating to the matter of  government.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The na-
tional integration tour team, compris-
ing of 30 members from Thurutsusu 
village under Phek district, interacted 
with President of India Ram Nath Ko-
vind on Jan. 15 at Rashtrapati Bhawan 
in Delhi. This was informed by the 

authority in the press release on Tue.
During the interaction, the presi-

dent is stated to have encouraged the 
team to benefit from their exposure 
visiting to various parts of the country 
and contribute towards the develop-
ment and well being of the state.  

A memento was presented by the 
team OIC. 

A familiarization tour to Lotus 
Temple, Qutub Minar, India Gate and 
National Museum are being organized 
during the week long excursion, the 
press release informed.

on account of the decline in 
sex ratio to 85%.

DCPO, Tuensang, N S 
khaki presented a statistical 
data of the declining sex ra-

tio and highlighted the pos-
sible causes of the declining 
status of sex ratio in India. 
He also shared problems 
of  female discrimination, 

Mon, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 
monthly Mon District Plan-
ning and Development Board 
(DPDB) meeting was held 
on Jan. 15 at Deputy Com-
missioner’s conference hall. 
Deputy Commissioner and 
vice chairman DPDB Tha-
vaseelan K presided over the 
meeting. The IPR updated.

The house deliberated on 
the preparatory works for the 
forthcoming Republic Day 
celebration. 

Reiterating the fact that 
election duties take prece-
dence over all other tasks, the 
DC apprised the members of  
the preparations done for the 
Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly Elections. He urged those 
drafted for election duty to 
put in all possible efforts for 
the successful conduct of  the 
elections.

The house was also ap-
praised on Opioid Substitu-
tion Therapy (OST) cent-

ers  for  de-addict ion.  A 
programme involving NGOs 
and other stakeholders are be-
ing planned for de-addiction, 
the DC informed.

These programmes will 
have livelihood training com-
ponent, he said.

Executive Engineer Pow-
er, Mon division SI Asangba 
Tikhir highlighted about the 
power situation in the district. 
The house later deliberated on 
power theft situations as well 

transmission and distribution 
losses.

The DC later informed all 
members to attend the month-
ly DPDB meeting without 
fail. He warned of show cause 
notices on those irregular 
members.

Noklak: The Noklak Sub-
Division Planning Develop-
ment Board (SDPDB) con-
ducted monthly meeting on 
Jan. 15 at KTC hall, presided 
by Additional Deputy Com-

female child feticide, im-
portance of  female child 
education, and health care 
to uplift the female status in 
the society.

Speaking on Swaccha-
ta Abhiyan, Junior engi-
neer, PHED P Ngaman 
highlighted the necessary 
components for success-
ful implementation of  the 
programme. He stressed on 
issues including the use of  
safe drinking water, sanitary 
toilet, personal hygiene and 
open defecation and its re-
lated diseases. 

Summing the speeches 
of  the resources persons, 
the chief  guest, Tshelhi-ü 
enlightened the gathering to 
get maximum benefit from 
the programme. 

“Work more and get our 
district enlisted as an open 
defecation free district in 
State,” she added.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
The Directorate of  Field 
Publicity Ministry of  I&B 
organised a special outreach 
programme, 3rd quarter, 
2nd phase at community 
hall, Hakchang village in 
Tuensang on Jan. 16

EAC, Tuensang Tshel-
hi-ü attended programme 
as the chief guest. 

The programme empha-
sised on Beti Bachao Beti 
Phadhao and Swacchata 
Abhiyaan. 

Council members, stu-
dent leaders, church leaders 
of  the village attended the 
programme.

FPO, Tuensang Lhouzo-
tuo Casavi in his keynote 
address apprised of  the di-
rective issued by the Min-
istry of I&B to conduct the 
Beti Bachao Beti Pahdao 
outreach programme espe-
cially on Hakchang village 
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Resource persons and BJP party workers a er the booth level workers training in Yanthamo village on January 16. EM Images

Teachers and students of LFHSS along with other officials pledging to conserve petroleum products at the launching of annual oil & gas 
conserva on month on January 16.

EM Images

Dimapur students pledge to 
conserve petroleum products

BJP woos Wokha voters with development

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 16: Mark-
ing the launching of  annu-
al oil and gas conservation 
month, teachers and stu-
dents of  Livingstone Foun-
dation Higher Secondary 
School (LFHSS) and other 
officials have pledged to 
conserve petroleum prod-
ucts.

The annual oil & gas 
conservation month ‘Sak-
sham (Sanrakshan Ksham-
ta Mahotsav)’ kick-started 
at Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, on January 16 
with Alun Hangsing, sec-
retary of  food & civil sup-
plies and legal metrology 
& consumer affairs, as the 
chief  guest.

The Sanrakshan 
Kshamta Mahotsav 
Pledge, which was admin-
istered by T Dharamveer 
Singh, manager of  retail 
sales, Tinsukia Divisional 
Office, Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Ltd., was mainly 
undertaken to make the 
students shoulder the re-
sponsibility of  a good citi-
zen and endeavour to cre-
ate awareness among the 
masses to avoid wasteful 
use of  petroleum products.

The hour-long pro-
gramme began with a 

brief  introduction by Za-
kir Hussain, coordinator 
of  LFHSS. T Dharmaveer 
Singh also delivered the 
welcome address, while 
the keynote address was 
delivered by Deepak Kr. 
Pathak, chief  divisional 
retail sales manager, Tin-
sukia Divisional Office, In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd. 

In his keynote address, 
Pathak dwelt at length 
about the importance of  
observing the conserva-
tion awareness month for 
creating the much needed 
awareness on fuel conser-
vation especially in India. 
According to him, the oil 
& gas conservation pro-
gramme was started in 
2002 by the PCRA under 
the ministry of  petroleum 
& natural gas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief  guest high-
lighted the tremendous way 
in which India can bring 
about a change in terms of  
fuel conservation as India 
with a population of  more 
than 1.3 billion people is 
presently one of  the most 
highly populated countries 
in the world. He under-
scored the importance of  
taking up adequate respon-
sibility to carry out fuel 
conservation at individual 

levels by conserving fuels 
like LPG and petrol.

The school chairman 
Andrew Ahoto, while 
welcoming the gathering 
to the programme, opined 
that the future generation 
would face trying times 
if  fuel conservation is not 
undertaken in due earnest-
ness. He advised the gath-
ering especially the stu-
dents to be more scientific 
in their individual levels 
so that real conservation 
could take place. 

Stating that the word 
‘Saksham’ means ‘capa-
ble,’ he felt that if  every 
individual inculcates the 
spirit of  conservation in 
their minds they would be 
truly capable of  bringing 
changes. He also suggested 
that using bicycles by the 
students and staff  should 
be made mandatory in all 
schools and colleges.

Earlier, the chief  guests 
and other dignitaries were 
felicitated by the school 
chairman. The programme 
concluded with the vote 
of  thanks proposed by N 
Kashung, assistant man-
ager, Retail Sales, Dimapur 
Retail Sales Area, Tinsukia 
Divisional Office, Indian 
Oil Corporation Ltd.

Saksham (Sanrakshan 

Kshamta Mahotsav) is 
an annual flagship event 
of  Petroleum Conserva-
tion Research Association 
(PCRA) under the aegis 
of  ministry of  petroleum 
& natural gas, Govern-
ment of  India, with active 
involvement of  the oil and 
gas PSUs along with other 
stakeholders like state gov-
ernments for creating fo-
cused attention on fuel con-
servation through people 
centric activities and to sen-
sitise the masses about the 
conservation and efficient 
use of  petroleum products 
leading to better health and 
environment. During the 
year’s month-long ‘Sak-
sham-2018’ from January 
16 to February 15, various 
interactive programmes 
and activities have been 
planned with the campaign 
on fuel conservation. 

The month-long cam-
paign aims to intensify ef-
forts for making citizens 
especially school and col-
lege students aware about 
the conservation and ef-
fective utilisation of  pe-
troleum products. For this, 
PCRA would carry out 
various student centric ac-
tivities such as cycle expe-
ditions, quiz and painting 
competitions etc.

Chuchuyimlang village for clean electionsOne killed in 
road mishap Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The 

Chuchuyimlang Village Council 
has resolved to support a ‘clean 
and fair’ election in the forth-
coming assembly elections in 
the state.

A late report received through 
email has announced the decision 
taken by the village council along 
with the names and signatures of  
the 42 council members.

“Supporting the Clean Elec-
tion call given by the Ao Baptist 
Arogo Mongdang (ABAM) and 
the Langpangkong Kaketshir 
Mongdang (LKM), the below 
signed Members of  the Chuchuy-
imlang Village Council has decid-
ed to have Clean & Fair, inclusive 
participated Election in Chuchuy-

imlang Village during the ensuing 
Election, which decision is made 
known in the interest of  the Pub-
lic,” stated the press release.

Chuchuyimlang village falls 
under the Arkakong Assembly 
Constituency and is currently 
represented by Nuklutoshi in the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly. 
Another citizen of  the village S 
Chuba Longkumer is also cur-
rently a representative in the NLA 
from Angetyongpang A/C.

The clean election campaign 
in the Langpangkong range of  
Mokokchung district of  which 
Chuchuyimlang is also a part 
of  is spearheaded by the Lang-
pangkong Kaketshir Mongdang 
(Langpangkong students union).

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): One person iden-
tified as Daniel died in a road accident on 
January 15 between Pokhungri-Avangkhu, 
while another person sustained injuries when 
the motorbike in which they were travelling 
fell into a gorge near Pokhungri village.

The incident took place around 1100 
hours on January 10 when they were pro-
ceeding towards Avangkhu village in which 
they were engaged as labourers.

The Phek Battalion of  the Assam Ri-
fles, on receiving the information, launched 
a rescue operation in which one person was 
rescued from the accident site. The injured 
person was provided first aid by the nursing 
assistant. The body of  the deceased person 
was handed over to the family members.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Co-convenor of BJP media 
cell Yanghose Sangtam has 
called upon the party work-
ers to remain steadfast and 
not be swayed by propa-
ganda advocated by other 
political parties saying the 
BJP stands for development 
of all.

Speaking at the booth 
level workers training for 
Niro range at Yanthamo 
village under 37 Tiyi assem-
bly constituency, Yanghose 
said BJP is the largest politi-
cal party in the world with 
one vision ‘Sabka sat Sapka 
vikas.’ He instilled upon the 
workers to steadfastly work 
toward achieving the vision 
of development into reality.

He also highlighted 
on the schemes and pro-
grammes under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, which has 
largely benefitted the rural 
community. He encour-
aged the party men to work 
harder and win in all the as-
sembly constituencies in the 
district.

Convenor of booth level 
workers training, James 
Vizo reminded that BJP is 
the strongest political party 
in India and the largest po-
litical party in the world. 
Briefly highlighting the his-
tory of BJP in the state, he 
said the party came into ex-
istence through Pius Lotha 
in the year 1987 as the con-
vener. He called upon the 
Lotha community to come 
forward as they are the pio-

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Late kevizetuo rio

Born on: 7-11-1977 | Died on: 09-01-2018

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
~ Luke 23:43

We would like to extend our thanks to all the well wishers from Sovima 
village, Sovima Baptist church, Union Baptist church Kohima, Botsa 
village, Touphema village, Ungma village, Ungma Union Dimapur, 

Dimapur Traffic Personnel, Dimapur District Hospital doctors, nurse and staffs, 
friends and family who supported us at this hour of bereavement.

Also our deepest gratitude to those souls who helped our beloved at the hour of 
need. May the Almighty bless you all abundantly. 

~ From loving Mother, Wife and loved ones
D-4969 

ANNOUNCEMENT

National People’s Party (NPP), Nagaland State President, Shri. Ato 
Yepthomi, appointing Shri. I. Bendang Jamir as the President of 
the party, Mokokchung District at the NPP Central O�ce, Dimapur. 
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neer of the party.
Vizo also informed that 

BJP is a cadre based politi-
cal party which has its own 
code of conduct with prop-
er protocol and discipline. 
He has also dismissed the 
claim of NPCC president 
K Therie wherein he has al-
leged that BJP no plan and 
interest for developing Na-
galand. On the contrary, he 
said Congress had neglect-
ed the public during their 10 
years rule in the state.

He called upon the 
community to ponder and 
make wise decision, add-

ing that only BJP can bring 
about transformation and 
reformation in the state.

BJP intending candi-
date from 37 Tiyi A/C, 
Chubathung Odyuo also 
delivered short speech 
wherein he called upon the 
booth level party workers to 
wake up from their slum-
bers and serve the party to 
bring change in the state. 
While stating that different 
political parties have failed 
the state, he assured that 
BJP can only eradicate the 
problems in the state and 
translate their dream into 

reality.
M Aremo Tungoe and 

Oreno Kikon also spoke on 
the occasion. L Meribemo 
Kinghen, president BJP 
Wokha district, chaired the 
programme.

Earlier, the invocation 
was said by R Jomithung 
Humtsoe, pastor of Baptist 
Church Yanthamo, while 
the welcome address was 
delivered by vice president 
of 37 Yiyi AC, Chumcha-
mo Kithan and the vote 
of thanks was delivered by 
Lumdemo Ngullie, general 
secretary of 37 Tiyi AC.

APO new team taking the oath of allegiance at the general body mee ng on January 16 in Kohima. EM Images

Angamis urged to uphold APO integrity

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
While observing the exist-
ence of numerous unions 
and organisations that were 
formed without any quali-
tative works, Dr. Vilhusa 
Seleyi, president of Angami 
Public Organisation (APO), 
has challenged the Angamis 
to continue upholding and 
maintain the integrity and 
values of the organisation.

Speaking at the general 
body meeting of the APO 
on January 16 at its confer-
ence hall, Kohima, he said 
the organisation must con-
tinue to work cohesively in 
one voice with all its affili-
ated units and other tribal 
organisations. 

He also appreciated 
the support and coopera-
tion of all its affiliated units 

and all tribal organisations 
extended to APO through 
good and bad times as well, 
and maintained that APO 
must strive to work not only 
for the Angamis but for the 
people of the state.

Keneingunyü Sekhose, 
APO advisor, stressed on 
the importance of abiding 
and respecting leaders of  
the community as he ob-
served that there is lack of  
obedience among many 
leaders today. Also noting 
with concern on the lack 
of dignity of labour among 
the younger generation, he 
urged the parents and elders 
to teach the youngsters the 
value of ‘work and earning’ 
through one’s own sweat 
and labour.

Sekhose also expressed 
concern that westernisa-

tion has diluted the Nagas 
way of life as many have 
opted to converse in English 
within family and friends 
and steadily losing the im-
portance of speaking in 
one’s own mother tongue. 
He advised the parents and 
elders to teach the young 
to respect and value one’s 
dialect to keep the identity 
intact.

Meanwhile, the new 
team is led by Dr. Kepel-
housie Terhüja as president; 
Kevilezo Savi and KT Vilie 
Theünuo as vice presidents; 
Neisakholie Ziephrü as 
general secretary, and Vilieo 
Rutsa as treasurer besides 
others.

The newly elected team 
were administered the oath 
of allegiance led by the 
outgoing advisor, Kenein-

gunyü Sekhose.
The new elected presi-

dent, Dr. Terhüja, in his ac-
ceptance speech, has vowed 
to uphold the values of pur-
est democracy, freedom and 
liberty of the organisation 
and safeguard the interest 
and welfare of the people.

Giving the chaos and 
confusion in the present 
state of affairs, he empha-
sised on the need to under-
stand the root cause of the 
issue so that the people can 
be ready to face any chal-
lenges and issues.

The programme com-
menced with Rev. Dr. 
Rachülie Vihienuo, pastor 
UBC, Kohima invoking 
god’s blessings which con-
cluded with vote of thanks 
proposed by KT Vilie Theün-
uo, vice president APO.
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NDA government didn’t give Sangma 
due recognition — NCP leader
Shillong, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Former Lok Sabha Speaker 
(late) Purno Agitok Sangma 
did not get the recognition 
he deserved when he was 
part of  the BJP-led NDA 
government, NCP leader 
Praful Patel said on Tues-
day.

“The NDA (Nation-
al Democratic Alliance) 
should have given Sangma 
a position in the alliance 
given the personality that 
he was,” Patel told journal-
ists on the eve of  his elec-
tion campaign in Sangma’s 

hometown Tura, the district 
headquarters of West Garo 
Hills.

Garo Hills region in 
western Meghalaya has 24 
assembly segments and was 
once considered the “NCP 
heartland” due to the influ-
ence of  Sangma, who was 
one of  the three founding-
members of the Nationalist 
Congress Party.

Sangma parted ways 
with the NCP after the party 
refused to support him in 
the 2012 presidential elec-
tion and later launched the 

tribal-centric National Peo-
ple’s Party.

Patel said that the Garo 
strongman was let down by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led NDA government since 
he was the senior-most lead-
er from the northeastern 
states and also represented 
the tribals and the minori-
ties.

“As far as we are con-
cerned, we have tried to give 
our best and due respect to 
elected representatives from 
Meghalaya. P.A. Sangma 
was a leader. His daughter 

(Agatha Sangma) was made 
a minister in the UPA gov-
ernment,” the former Civil 
Aviation Minister said.

Told that the NCP too 
never gave respect to Sang-
ma when he contested the 
presidential election, Patel 
said: “What nonsense you 
are talking. He was not 
contesting with the approval 
of the NCP.

He pointed out that in-
dividually taking a decision 
is not accepted. “We are 
a political party, we take 
decision at our working 

committee level.”
Moreover, he said that 

there was no reason for 
Sangma to contest that elec-
tion at that point of time as 
it was against the wishes 
of  the NCP working com-
mittee.

“We were part of  the 
UPA (United Progressive 
Alliance) at that time. How 
could we have given a can-
didate against the candidate 
of  the UPA... either we 
remain or leave the UPA. 
We have to be practical,” 
the NCP leader said.

Manipur minister condemns blast

NFR engineers restore Saraighat bridge

Use energy judiciously-Assam Governor

Meghalaya’s 133 millennium 
voters to be felicitated

DoT to spend INR 10,743 cr to improve connectivity in NE

AR holds meet with stakeholders 

NEI participants protest discrimination Thadou students call off strike

GHADC CEM joins GNC

Law and order has collapsed 
in Tripura, alleges Sampla

Elders denied old age pension in Manipur

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Manipur Municipal Ad-
ministration, Housing and 
Urban Development (MA-
HUD) and Town Planning 
Minister, Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar, on Tuesday 
strongly condemned the 
blast that rocked the Imphal 
city last evening.

A woman sweeper 
of  the Imphal Municipal 
Corporation (IMC) identi-
fied as one Yenshembam 
Sobita Devi (50), wife of  
Ingo from Langthabal 
Mantrikhong Awang Le-
kai, suffered minor injury 
in the blast and admitted at 
the Raj Medicity.

Around 5:50 p.m. last 
evening, low intensity bomb 
suspected to be improvised 
explosive device, exploded 
on the southern side road 
of  the Johnstone Higher 
Secondary School in the 

heart of Imphal town.
Speaking to the media 

persons at his official quar-
ter here, Shyamkumar said 
planting and exploding the 
bomb at public places is a 
cowardly act. Urging those 
responsible to come for-
ward for clarification, the 
minister made an appeal 
not to repeat such acts in 
the future which is detri-
mental in the development 
of  the state.

To ensure safety of  the 
public, he said additional 
CCTV cameras working 
24X7 would be installed 
in the Imphal city by the 
MAHUD department in 
consultation with the chief  
minister. He also ensured 
that the cameras would be 
installed within the short 
span of time.

Stating that the depart-
ment would work in collab-
oration with the state police, 

he appealed for cooperation 
from the general public.

He has termed it unfor-
tunate that the blasts took 
place at the time when the 
MAHUD department and 
IMC are whole heartedly 
working to make the city 
clean. He also said that 
the MAHUD department 
would bear all the medi-
cal expenses of  the IMC 
sweeper who was injured 
in the  blast while doing her 
duty along the Kangla road.

MAHUD minister later 
visited the injured sweeper 
Sobita Devi at the Raj Me-
dicity in the Imphal town 
and handed over monetary 
aid to the injured woman.

It may be mentioned 
that none of  the armed 
group operating in the state 
or any party had claimed 
the responsibility for yester-
day’s incident till the report 
goes to press.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Engineers of  Northeast 
Frontal Railway (NFR) 
created a record of  sorts 
when they carried out the 
rectification of  the bear-
ing arrangements of iconic 
Saraighat Bridge during a 
three hour traffic block on 
January 12.

Bearing are the arrange-
ment by which the bridge 
rests on the piers (pillars). 
They not only link the 
bridge girders to the pillars 
but also facilitate the lateral 
movement of the bridge as a 
result of expansion etc. 

It was probably dur-
ing the 6.1 Richter scale 
earthquake on September 
21, 2009, that the bearings 
under two end girders got 
tilted. The bridge was kept 
under observation and 
speed of trains was kept at 
45 kmph. Rectification of  
the bearings was indeed a 
herculean task as the ends 

of  the bridge girders were 
to be lifted by about 10 
centimetres. Such work was 
never taken up earlier. 

The team of  Railway 
Engineers of  Northeast 
Frontier Railway accepted 
the challenge. After thor-
ough research and design, 
the engineers decided that 
the tilted bearings of  the 
bridge would be rectified. 
Accordingly, necessary 
preparations were made to 
deal with all kinds of  pos-
sible adverse situations that 
could occur so as to avoid 
disruption to the vital con-
nectivity. 

Requisite bearing mem-
bers were arranged and 
heavy duty lifting jacks of  
500 tonne capacity apart 
from other machinery were 
mobilised. To rectify the 
bearings without any haz-
ard, the rail and road traffic 
on the bridge was suspend-
ed temporarily for three 

hours. Two separate teams 
of  Engineers and skilled 
workers were deployed on 
both sides for rectification 
of bearings.

The bearings were re-
moved from their place and 
installed back to correct 
inclination after cleaning 
etc. After ensuring correct 
position of the bearings, the 
bridge girders were lowered 
back to original position. 
Road surface was brought 
back to original level. Rail 
track was also re-fixed and 
regular rail and road traffic 
movement was permitted 
within three hours.

The speed restriction 
of  45 kmph is planned 
to be relaxed now which 
would have far reaching 
implication on smoothen-
ing railway connectivity 
to Northeast India, stated 
chief public relation officer 
Pranav Jyoti Sharma in a 
press release.

Guwahati, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
Assam Governor Prof Jag-
dish Mukhi today urged 
consumers to take a pledge 
to use energy judiciously as 
the country has huge deficit 
in crude oil production level 
compared to its consump-
tion pattern.

“The country s source 
of  energy basket which 
grossly constitutes petro-
leum products, is also di-
minishing at fast rate but 
its demand is still growing 
and India has huge deficit in 
crude oil production level,” 
he said.

The nation is striving 
for double digit economic 
growth and the energy de-

mand is bound to grow at 
similar pace, the governor 
said while inaugurating 
Saksham-2018, a month-
long awareness campaign 
for conservation of  petro-
leum products organised 
by Indian Oil Corporation 
limited here.

“We are recognising 
and adopting measures to 
increase our dependency on 
renewable energy sources 
but the demand for petro-
leum products as source of  
energy is still growing”, he 
added.

The country s import 
bill is high and always de-
pendent on global crude oil 
prices, rupee depreciation as 

well as rise in domestic con-
sumption, he pointed out.

Sufficient refining out-
put has reduced import 
dependency on petroleum 
products and the country 
has been able to export fin-
ished products to contain 
the foreign exchange deficit 
to a little extent, Mukhi 
informed.

As a part of  Saksham, 
Petroleum Conservation 
Research Associat ion 
(PCRA) under the aegis 
of  Ministry of  Petroleum 
and Natural Gas has been 
organising campaign to 
sensitise consumers about 
energy conservation efforts 
in the country since 1978.

Shillong, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
will felicitate 133 millen-
nium voters of  Meghalaya 
on National Voters Day 
on January 25, the state’s 
Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO) F R Kharkongor 
said today.

Those who were born 
on January 1 in the year 
2000, the first day of  the 
21st century and have at-
tained the age of  18 on the 
first day of  this year are 
called millennium voters, 
the CEO explained.

The Election Commis-
sion had set January 1, 
2000 as the cut off  date for 
this year s electoral proc-
ess, he said.

Notably, elections are 
due in the state in the first 
quarter of  this year as the 
tenure of  the current As-
sembly ends on March 6.

The CEO said the 133 

millennium voters from 
the state were among the 
74,000 plus millennium vot-
ers identified nationwide.

They will be felicitat-
ed to welcome them to 
the democratic process 
of  the country, the CEO 
said, adding, all the teen-
agers will get their voters 
ID cards on the 25th, he 
added.

A girl from South West 
Khasi Hills district called 
Millenium Grace Mar-
wein, who is a millennium 
voter, has been made one 
of  the icons of  the election 
department in the state for 
this year s election prepa-
ration.

She will be given a sou-
venir from the Election 
Commission (EC) along 
with her voter ID card 
during the National Vot-
ers Day celebration, the 
CEO said.

Kharkongor said the 
election department in 
the state, in consultation 
with the district health 
and medical officers and 
the municipal boards, had 
obtained the list of  the 133 
people who were born on 
the first day of  2000, and 
started looking for them.

They were located by 
January 10 this year, their 
names were registered 
with the Election Com-
mission and now they will 
be able to cast their votes 
during the upcoming As-
sembly elections in the 
state, he said.

In the final electoral 
roll of  the state, published 
on January 10, the names 
of  18,30,104 voters of  the 
three million plus citizens, 
including 9,23,848 female 
voters, were enlisted after 
looking thoroughly into 
claims and objections.

Guwahati, Jan. 16 (IANS): The 
government on Tuesday said it 
will invest INR 10,743 crore for 
improving the telecommunication 
network in the north eastern states 
and along the National Highways 
in the region.

Union Minister of  State for 
Telecommunications Jayant Sinha 
announced this while he was in 
Guwahati to review the imple-
mentation of BharatNet and other 
major telecom projects in the north 
eastern region.

“An amount of Rs 10,743 crore 
will be spent in different projects in 
the north eastern states to spread 
mobile network connectivity to 
different uncovered villages in the 

region. I hope that most of  these 
projects will be completed by De-
cember 2018,” said Sinha.

“The Telecom Commission in 
its recent meeting has approved 
a comprehensive strategy to im-
plement BharatNet in northeast 
region. Under strategy 4,240 gram 
panchayats in the northeast are 
to be connected by broadband by 
satellite connectivity by December 
2018. The estimated cost of the sat-
ellite connectivity is Rs 733 crore,” 
he said.

He further said that under com-
prehensive telecom development 
project for NER, 6,673 towers are 
to be set up to provide connectiv-
ity to 8,621 villages and along the 

National Highways at a cost of Rs 
5,336 crore.

“An MoU was signed between 
the BSNL and USO fund to set up 
2,817 mobile towers by BSNL in 
Arunachal Pradesh and two dis-
tricts of  Assam -- Karbi Anglong 
and Dima Hasao -- while the work 
of setting up of 2,004 towers in six 
other states has been initiated by 
Bharti Airtel in December 2017, 
which is to be completed in 18 
months time,” he said.

Sinha further said that the de-
partment of  telecommunications 
also plans to establish a robust 
telecom network in bordering areas 
of the state. 

“However, first there has to be 

mobile network and we are work-
ing on to make the mobile network 
available. I hope completion of these 
projects would lead to improved con-
nectivity in the region,” he said.

The minister also dedicated the 
Asthamangal project implemented 
by the BSNL to the nation and espe-
cially to the citizens of the northeast 
region. 

Under the project, alternate 
bandwidth of 810 Gbps at a cost of  
about Rs 35 crore has been provided 
by the BSNL using reliable connec-
tivity through optical power ground 
fibre (OPGW) of Power Grid Cor-
poration of  India (PGCIL) for all 
state headquarters and important 
locations in the northeast region.

Dimapur, Jan 16. (EMN): Troops of  6 
Assam Rifles under the aegis of  IGAR 
(South) conducted a security meet at Can-
chipur Company Operating Base, Imphal 
West district on January 15.

The meet was attended by 22 repre-
sentatives including Pradhans, Meira Pai-
bis (women organisation), Ward members 
and members from various youth clubs 
of  the area. The aim of  the meet was to 
discuss on issues of  safety and security 

in the area especially with respect to the 
upcoming Republic Day.

The Company Commander also 
briefed regarding the IED threats and 
maintenance of  peace and harmony. 
Following the interaction, the Pradhans, 
Meira Paibis, Ward members and mem-
bers of  the youth clubs have assured to 
extend their support the endeavour of  
the Assam Rifles to maintain peace in 
the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Thadou Students’ Asso-
ciation (TSA), which had 
threatened to call for a 36-
hour strike starting from 
6 a.m. on January 16, has 
suspended their scheduled 
agitation following ‘an un-
derstanding’ with the au-
thorities on Monday after-
noon. This was stated in a 
press release from the TSA 
on Monday evening.

The TSA had planned 
to impose a 36-hour block-
ade for the alleged failure of  
the Manipur government to 
deliver justice in connection 
with a number of crime cas-
es in 2016 and 2017 besides 
the issue of  the authorities 
not introducing Thadou 
Kuki (MIL) subjects in the 
higher secondary schools, 
the release stated.

The press release in-
formed about a meeting 
with state authorities and it 
was agreed that an inquiry 
commission (special inves-
tigation team) headed by 
Pramod Ashthana, ADGP 
(law and order and intel-
ligence), would be set up 
within three days and a 
charge sheet would be sub-
mitted within three months 
regarding the May 5, 2017, 
Sugnu murder cases, the 

release informed.
During the meeting the 

attending members report-
edly agreed that action is to 
be taken at the earliest and 
a charge sheet be submitted 
within three months and 
that the state’s government 
pay an ex-gratia of INR five 
lakh besides a government 
job to the next of kin of the 
deceased ‘immediately.’

About the alleged ‘non-
introduction’ of  Thadou-
Kuki (MIL) subject in 
higher secondary schools 
in the valley, it stated that 
the members agreed upon 
recruitment of  temporary 
teachers for the MIL and 
other tribal dialects in rel-
evant government higher 
secondary schools before 
the next academic session 
i.e., 2018-19 and that the 
subjects to be introduced 
from 2018-19 onwards.

The  ag i ta t ion  was 
planned for the Imphal-
Moreh, Imphal-Dimapur, 
Imphal-Jiribam and Im-
phal-Churachandpur roads, 
the statement said.

TSA stated that it would 
resume their agitation ‘if  
the understanding which 
was reached with the gov-
ernment on Monday are 
not fulfilled within said 
timeframe.’

Tura, Jan. 16 (PTI): In a 
boost to the Garo National 
Council, the Chief  Exec-
utive Member (CEM) of  
Garo Hills Autonomous 
District Council (GHADC), 
Boston Marak has joined 
the party. Boston was earlier 
with the Congress.

Boston joined the GNC 
yesterday in the presence of  
the party president, Kalpana 
D Sangma. Boston con-
firmed he joined the GNC 
to fight the Assembly polls 
from Salmanpara constitu-

ency in South West Garo 
Hills district.

“After consultation with 
my supporters who wanted 
me to contest the coming 
elections from Salmanpara 
as their party candidate, I 
decided to join the GNC,” 
said Boston.

Boston said “Majority of  
support in GHADC is with 
me. There is no resentment. 
I have joined the GNC for 
the purpose of  the coming 
elections which I intend to 
contest.”

Agartala, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
Union Minister for State 
Vijay Sampla today al-
leged that the law and order 
situation has collapsed in 
Tripura.

He exuded confidence 
that people of  the state 
would vote for change and 
bring BJP government in 
the state.

“Coming here yester-
day I came to know seven 
persons, many of them be-
longing to schedule caste 
community and supporters 
of  BJP were murdered al-
legedly by the ruling party 
supporters...the law and 
order has collapsed in the 
state,” Sampla told report-
ers.

The minister’s hard-hit-
ting comment on Tripura 
government came as the 
state is preparing to go to 
Assembly poll soon.

E l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e 

60-member Tripura as-
sembly is scheduled early 
this year and the entire poll 
process has to be completed 
by March 14 next. 

The union minister of  
State for Social Justice is 
here to inaugurate a camp 
at Kumarghat in Unakoti 
district to distribute aid and 
assistive devices to senior 
citizens and otherwise able 
people.

Sampla alleged that 
there is no dearth of central 
funds to provide assistance 
to the disabled people, but 
the state government did 
not make any project and 
send to the respective min-
istry for sanction.

Sampla stated that there 
is provision for construction 
of hostels for Schedule Cast 
students in completely cen-
trally funded schemes, but 
the state government did 
not send any such proposal.

Imphal, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Manipur Chief  Minister 
N. Biren Singh on Tuesday 
said severalof  those eligible 
for old-age pension scheme 
have been left out of  its 
ambit.

The Chief  Minister on 
Tuesday ordered an ex-
amination of the process of  
selecting persons for the Be-
low Poverty Line (BPL) tag.

“Instead, it is found 
government employees 
and other well-off  persons 

who have comfortable in-
come were issued the old 
age pension scheme cards. 
Officials will check it by 
going to the villages,” Biren 
Singh said.

There have been media 
exposes of  how extremely 
poor sections were denied 
any help from the govern-
ment for treatment and 
day-to-day life. 

The selection of  per-
sons for BPL cards seems 
to have been issued on po-

litical and personal consid-
erations, officials said. 

Media reports said that 
Shanerou Paomei of  Sena-
pati district of  Manipur is 
over 100 years of  age. Re-
ports say that she and many 
others have not heard of  
the pension scheme even. 

Biren said: “It is very 
unfortunate that BPL per-
sons had been selected on 
other considerations. It 
will be rectified after proper 
verification.”

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Participants from North 
East India (NEI) at the 
ongoing National Youth 
Festival, organised by the 
Ministry of  Youth Affairs 
& Sports, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
state government of  Uttar 
Pradesh, went on a protest 
demonstration against the 
alleged discrimination by 
the organisers. The five-day 
national youth festival was 
held from January 12-16.

The youth festival, 
which was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi, on the birth anniver-
sary of Swami Vivekananda 
on January 12 through vid-
eo conferencing was held at 
Gautam Buddha Univer-
sity, Gautam Budh Nagar, 
Greater Noida.

Informing about the 
incident over the phone, 
Sanatomba Takhellambam, 
team leader of  Manipur 
state, alleged that they were 

treated in a step-motherly 
attitude during the course of  
the festival by the organisers 
and other fellow Neharu 
Yuva Kendra (NYK) par-
ticipants from the other 
states of India.

The organiser is delib-
erately making efforts to 
look down the participants 
of  North East during the 
festival. They were not 
given time for performing 
their performances and 
left in lurch without any 
proper treatment, alleged 
Sanatomba.

Another, team lead-
er from Nagaland, Asin 
Tep stated that one of  the 
woman officials of  the or-
ganising committee alleg-
edly called the participants 
from North eastern states 
as “fool” and “untalented.” 
The organiser also ridiculed 
the participants as foreign-
ers for not knowing and 
speaking Hindi language.

Taking the issue to the 

higher authority, the par-
ticipants also made a writ-
ten complaint to the Di-
rector General of  Neharu 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan, 
New Delhi, intimidating 
about their dissatisfaction, 
grievances and against the 
mismanagement of the na-
tional youth festival.

In the complaint, it was 
stated that mistreatment 
was meted out against the 
participants of North East, 
while the Nagaland team 
was made to wait upto 17 
hours for accommodation. 
Besides, the team was not 
allowed to take part in 
sports activities during the 
festival.

Around 200 partici-
pants took part in the fes-
tival, which aims to pro-
vide an arena by creating 
a “Mini-India,” where 
youth interact in formal 
and informal settings and 
exchange their social and 
cultural uniqueness.

Assam Rifles personnel interac ng with the members of Meira Paibis in Imphal West on January 15.

Par cipants from the North eastern region protes ng the alleged discrimina on by the officials during the 
na onal youth fes val in U ar Pradesh.
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Torechu advocates peace 
and unity for development 

Jio to cover 100% Bengal population by December 2018: Ambani

ADB invests $50 mn in True 
North to support mid-market biz

Gold maintains rising streak, silver falls

Equity indices shed gains on widened trade deficit, crude prices

HPE launches Intel-powered customer 
experience centre for smart cities

Officials trained on poll preparedness

Kolkata, Jan. 16 (IANS): Reliance In-
dustries Chairman Mukesh Ambani 
said on Tuesday the Jio network will 
cover 100 per cent of West Bengal’s 
population by December 2018 
and also committed over Rs 5,000 
crore of investments in the state for 
non-Jio businesses in the next three 
years.

Addressing the Bengal Global 
Business Summit here, Ambani 
said the company will be explor-
ing opportunities for setting up an 
electronics manufacturing facility 
in the state.

“Our current Jio network covers 
1,000 towns and nearly 39,000 vil-
lages in the state. Jio will reach 100 
per cent of West Bengal’s population 
by December 2018. Every last village 
will be covered by 4G digital technol-
ogy. We are embarking on an ambi-
tious project of connecting Bengal 
with optic fibre,” he said.

According to him, Jio will con-
nect every education institution and 
hospital and medical delivery facil-
ity in the state in the next two years 
by December 2019.

He said the group is also setting 
up digital service centres across In-
dia to bring government to citizen 
services within easy reach of every 
citizen, particularly in the rural 
hinterland.

“I am happy to announce that 
with the support of state govern-
ment, we will launch this initiative 

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
Advisor of Evaluation, Na-
tional Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion (NRLM), T Torechu has 
called upon the people to 
shoulder their assigned re-
sponsibilities through ‘unity 
and peace’ within village 
and neighbouring villages 
in order to bring about more 
development in the rural 
areas.

Speaking at the inau-
guration of a council hall at 
Vongva village on January 
3, Torechu urged the village 
council members to co-
operate and work hard with 
sincerity and commitment 

and maintain utmost ‘trans-
parency and accountability’ 
to promote socio – econom-
ic development of the rural 
people. Torechu also urged 
upon the people to foster 
the spirit of brotherhood 
and look ahead with vision 
so that more development 
reached to far-flung areas in 
the near future.

Torechu further urged 
upon the people to work 
with positive attitude in 
every developmental aspect 
in order to uplift and move 
forward towards moderni-
sation.

He pointed out that 

without peaceful environ-
ment and unity, there can 
be no development. He, 
therefore, appealed the peo-
ple to cooperate with each 
other in their endeavour to 
bring about development in 
the area.

Torechu also called upon 
the people to join hand to-
gether with the government 
and work for the common 
benefits of the society. Stat-
ing that ‘peace, cooperation, 
and unity’ are a prerequisite 
for ushering in develop-
ment, he urged upon the 
people to maintain peace 
and tranquillity.

Gurugram, Jan 16 (IANS): 
Te c h n o l o g y  c o m p a n y 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
(HPE) India on Tuesday 
launched an Intel-powered 
Customer Experience Cen-
tre (CEC) here that will dem-
onstrate Internet of Things 
(IoT)-based smart city solu-
tions.

With the facility, HPE 
will enable partners and 
customers to experience 
cutting-edge technologies 
first hand that can help in 
the seamless development 
of smart city projects across 
the country.

“With all the resources 
available to us, we are al-
ready ahead of the curve. 
India needs to open up to 
these technologies and you 
will see a gradual change 
in people’s lives,” Som Sat-
sangi, MD-India, HPE, told 
IANS on the sidelines of the 
launch.

When asked about 
the security concerns that 
comes with the Internet of 

Things (IoT) solutions, Sat-
sangi said HPE understands 
the problem and already has 
an infrastructure to cater to 
this problem.

“From the security point 
of view, we have resources 
that will identify and block 
any foreign intrusion at the 
very basic level,” he said.

With the new centre, 
HPE, along with Intel and 
other smart solution provid-
ers, will offer governments 
and city administrations an 
opportunity to deliver inno-
vative and interactive serv-
ices to the citizens through 
IoT.

“A smart city strategy 
requires careful and proper 
implementation of new 
technologies and a citizen-
centric approach,” Satsangi 
noted.

Some of the key smart 
city solutions that will be 
showcased are an eHealth 
Center (eHC), Public Wi-
Fi, City Surveillance, Solid 
Waste Management and 

an Integrated Command 
and Control Centre (ICCC), 
among others.

“The Intel-powered 
smart city CEC at HPE India 
is a great opportunity for 
customers to experience, 
and for system integrators 
to showcase local IoT imple-
mentation possibilities for 
industries such as health-
care, smart cities, and waste 
management,” said Prakash 
Mallya, MD, Sales and Mar-
keting Group, Intel India.

Mallaya said that the 
partnership came at the 
right time as the vision of 
smart cities is very critical 
to India.

HPE and Intel India are 
working on a similar Centre 
in Bengaluru and will later 
connect that centre to the 
one in Delhi.

Recently, the Bhopal 
Smart City Development 
Corporation Ltd selected 
the HPE “Universal IoT Plat-
form” to create India’s first 
cloud-based ICCC.

Mumbai, Jan. 16 (PTI): Gold prices rose 
further at the bullion market here today 
on increased buying by jewellers, driven 
by wedding season demand despite weak 
global cues. On the other hand, silver de-
clined on speculative selling coupled with 
lower industrial demand.

Standard gold (99.5 purity) climbed by 
Rs 60 to conclude at Rs 30,060 per 10 grams 
from Monday’s closing level of Rs 30,000. 
Pure gold (99.9 purity) also jumped by the 
same amount to end at Rs 30,210 per 10 
grams as against Rs 30,150 earlier.

Silver (.999 fineness) fell by Rs 320 to 
conclude at Rs 38,890 per kg as against Rs 
39,210 previously.

Globally, gold fell from the previous 
day’s four-month high, reflecting losses 
across precious metals and commodities 
more widely, as the dollar clawed back 
some lost ground after hitting a three-year 
low against a currency basket.

Spot gold was down 0.4 per cent at 
USD 1,334.55 an ounce at early trade.

Silver was down 1.8 per cent to USD 
17.05 an ounce. 

solutions to realise their 
growth plans,” said Janette 
Hall, ADB’s Director of the 
Private Sector Investment 
Funds and Special Initiatives 
Division.

True North VI is a closed-
end private equity fund that 
aims to make up to 10 equity 
investments between USD 
50-150 million each in fi-
nancial services, healthcare, 
and consumer sectors.

True North may also tar-
get investments in technol-
ogy products and services 
companies, Manila-head-
quartered Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) said in a 
statement.

Mumbai-based True 
North has launched five 
separate investment funds, 
with a combined corpus 
of approximately USD 2 
billion.

Mumbai, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Bre a k i n g  a  t h re e - d a y 
streak of record closing 
highs, the two key Indian 
equity indices on Tuesday 
ended the day in the nega-
tive zone with heavy sell-
ing pressure in almost all 
the sectors, except the IT 
and Teck (technology, me-
dia and entertainment) 
indices.

According to market 
observers, the key indices 
retreated from their record 
high levels as sentiments 
were dampened by higher 
crude oil prices, as well 
as the country’s widening 
trade deficit.

On a closing basis, 
the wider Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) fell by 41.10 points, 
or 0.38 per cent, but man-
aged to sustain the 10,700-
mark at 10,700.45 points.

On the BSE, the ba-

rometer 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex), which 
opened at a fresh high of 
34,877.71 points, closed at 
34,771.05 points -- down 
72.46 points or 0.21 per 
cent -- from its previous 
session’s close.

The BSE market breadth 
was bearish with 2,259 
stocks being declined as 
compared to 721 advances. 
In the broader markets, the 
S&P BSE mid-cap index 
closed lower by 1.74 per 
cent and the small-cap in-
dex by 2.21 per cent.

“Markets snapped a 
three-day winning streak 
as it corrected on Tuesday. 
Selling was seen through-
out the day. IT large-caps 
cushioned the fall,” Deepak 
Jasani, Head - Retail Re-
search, HDFC Securities, 
told IANS.

“Major Asian markets 
have closed on a positive 

note. European indices like 
FTSE 100, DAX and CAC 
40 traded in the green,” he 
added.

Tokyo stocks closed 
higher on Tuesday, with the 
benchmark Nikkei stock 
index finishing at its high-
est level in more than 26 
years as the yen’s softer 
tone against the US dollar 
lifted exporters’ issues and 
raised hopes for earnings 
results at the end of the 
month.

“Tuesday’s session was 
range-bound as Indian 
markets took the volatile 
path. India’s December 
trade deficit widened to its 
highest in more than three 
years as higher import 
bills for gold and crude oil 
weighed on rising exports,” 
Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Tradebulls, told IANS.

“Oil refiners fell as glo-

Old Name: Rajib Shill
New Name:  
Raju Shill
Affidavit No.: 
2566/2017
Date: 24/11/2017

NAME CHANGE

D-4968

NO: LAB-32/5/2012-13: In exercise of the power conferred 
under Section 6 of the Payment of Wages (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2016, the Governor of Nagaland is pleased to declare 
the following establishments as industrial or other establishment 
wherein the employer shall pay to every person employed, their 
due wages only by cheque or by crediting the wages in his bank 
account.

The list of Industrial or other establishments are:
(1) Factories (2) Hotels & Restaurants (3) Bakeries & 

Confectionaries (4) Shopping Malls (5) Print Media (6) Automobile 
Workshops & Showrooms (7) Private Institutions (8) Private 
Hospitals & Nursing Homes (9) Contractors Establishments (10) 
Petroleum/Diesel Pumps (11) LPG Agencies (12) Local Authority.

Sd/-
(ANENLA T SATO) 

Secretary to the Govt, of Nagaland.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

SKILL DEVELOPMENT & ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEPARTMENT
NAGALAND :: KOHIMA

Dated Kohima, the 27th November, 2017

NOTIFICATION

KG-2257

URA COLLEGE OF TEACHERS EDUCATION 
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

In persuance of resolution no.5 of meeting minutes of the Management Board of Ura College of Teacher Education 
dated 15-12-2017, applications in plain paper are hereby invited for the following teaching posts under the 
establishment of Ura College of Teachers Education, Kohima. The posts are in ‘open category’. The application should 
be enclosed with complete bio-data and supporting documents.

No. of 
Vacancy Name of the Post Required Quali�cation Scale of Pay (pre-revised)

1 Principal (i) Ph.D in Education 
(ii) MA (Edn. Having 55%) with B.Ed/M.Ed.
(iii) 10 years teaching at high or higher 

secondary level

Rs.37000/+9000
AGP+ other 
allowances
speci�ed by UCTE

1 Assistant Professor 
for Education

i) M.A. (Education having min. 55%)
ii) M.Ed (having min. 55%)

As per UGC + other allowances 
speci�ed by UCTE

1 Assistant Professor 
for English

i) M.A. (English/Linguistic having min. 55%)
ii) M.Ed (having min. 55%)

-do-

1 Assistant Professor 
for Social Science

i) M.A. (in any subject in Social Science 
having min. 55%)

ii) M.Ed (having min. 55%) 

-do-

The applications will be received up to 5th  February 2018 which may be submitted to the o�ce of the Principal, 
UCTE, Kohima.

Prof. D. KUOLIE
Secretary General

ADVERTISEMENT
No. UA-UCTE/01/2017 : January 15, 2018

K-1523

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. ZHAO H/O LT. NEIZOKIENUO ANGAMI, Pensioner resident of 
Lower P.R. Hill, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late wife-Pension P.O.No. PEN/COM-15668/NL/S/17178 of Treasury, 
Kohima (South). Who expired on 11/05/2015.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/84/2017-III Dated Kohima, the 12th Dec, 2017

KG-2258

No. M.-04/18/13650-51  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Mhaiden Yanthan -Vrs- Benrithung Yanthan 
resident of ……….. Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, 
if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 15.2.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Mhaiden Yanthan
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri (PK), Patta No: 334
Dag No: 1157/1707, Area: 00B-03K-00Ls

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 15th Jan’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-4967

DECLARATION
We the Nakhro Clan has appealed to Rev. Dr. Mazie Nakhro, an 
ardent advocate of Clean Election who declared his candidature 
for the upcoming general election on the 14th of jan. 2018 through 
various social media to withdraw his candidature to contest the 
upcoming election from 8th WA/AC. On the understanding that 
he will continue the �ght for Clean Election, Reformation and 
change in the Political system, he has withdrawn his candidature 
to contest the upcoming general election.

The Jotsoma People and Nakhro Clans appreciate Rev. Dr. 
Mazie Nakhro and fully support his wise decision and wish him 
success in the �ght for change in Nagaland.

(Rev. Dr. MAZIE NAKHRO) (NEIZOZHATO NAKHRO) 
 CHAIRMAN
 NAKHRO CLAN

 (KHRIESETO PESEYIE)
 CHAIRMAN
 THOLOMA KHEL
K-1524

in five districts of Bengal with im-
mediate effect,” he said, adding that 
it would create employment and 
wealth generating opportunities in 
both rural and urban Bengal.

“It will give birth of digital en-
trepreneurs in villages and small 
towns... kick-start e-commerce and 
support of agriculture, as well as 
small and medium enterprises,” he 
added.

He also said the group will be 
working with “multiple partners to 
explore setting up next generation 
electronics manufacturing facilities” 
and make West Bengal the hub of 
innovation and hi-tech technolo-
gies for consumer devices such as 
mobile phones, set-top boxes and 
other devices.

Ambani said the group has prior-

itised the availability of 4G Jio phone 
in the state with effective zero cost.

“We are committing to invest 
over Rs 5,000 crore in our non-Jio 
businesses which are across our 
ecosystem of retail and petroleum 
outlets (in Bengal) in the next three 
years,” he said.

Applauding the West Bengal 
government’s economic activities 
and Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, Ambani said: “Didi, under your 
leadership, Bengal is becoming the 
best Bengal.”

Ambani said he attended the 
second edition of the business sum-
mit in 2015. 

“At that time, we were new to 
Bengal... Reliance had committed 
an investment of Rs 4,500 crore in 
Bengal... We have invested not just 

committed Rs 4,500 crore but we 
have completed an investment of 
over Rs 15,000 crore, nearly triple 
that amount, in the last two years 
in Bengal.”

He said the company could 
make this large investment because 
the state created a “friendly” climate 
and enabling policy and infrastruc-
ture. He said the company would 
focus on digital space.

“We want to empower small 
retailers with digital tools that help 
them enjoy the benefits of connect-
ing with their chain of suppliers to 
customers... our cloud based digital 
solution will enable digital billing 
and payments, loyalty, GST compli-
ance and supplier management,” 
he said

According to him, these tools 
will help them do their businesses 
more efficiently, grow faster, im-
prove supply chain efficiency and 
increase customer satisfaction.

“We will be creating this set of 
digital tools and roll them out to 
the small retailers over the next two 
years,” Ambani said.

Jio will set up a Chair in the hon-
our of Physicist Satyendra Nath Bose 
in a prestigious institution in West 
Bengal, he said.

Ambani said Bengal has show-
ered “so much of love and affection” 
for Reliance and Jio and assured the 
state to be “reliable partners” in its 
growth agenda.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (PTI): 
The ADB today said it has 
invested USD 50 million 
in True North VI LLP (True 
North VI) to provide equity 
capital to middle-market 
companies in India em-
barking on their next phase 
of growth.

True North was estab-
lished in 1999 (as India Value 
Fund) with a view to in-
vesting in mid-sized, India-
centric businesses.

“Through its investment 
in True North VI, ADB will 
support market leading 
businesses in India that re-
quire sophisticated funding 

Officials from Wokha and Zunheboto attending the joint poll preparedness meeting in Wokha on January 16.

T Torechu addressing the gathering at the inauguration of council hall at Vongva village on January 3.16.

conduct of election. He 
also reminded all the ROs 
to sensitise the public about 
EVMs and VVPAT.

Sudeep Jain also di-
rected to update areas of 
concerned to the Election 
Commission so that timely 
action could be initiated. 
He also asked all officials to 
master statutory functions 
so that no error is com-
mitted and achieve 100% 
laid down guidelines. He 
further reminded that elec-
tricity, sanitary and water 
supply be made available 
and arranged in all polling 
stations.

Both the Deputy Com-
missioners and SPs of Wok-
ha and Zunheboto apprised 
the activities undertaken 
and other security arrange-
ment being made to make 
sure that no untoward elec-
tion relation violence take 
place and election are con-
ducted smoothly.

Wokha, Jan. 16 (EMN): Joint 
review meeting of Wokha 
and Zunheboto on poll pre-
paredness for the forthcom-
ing state assembly elec-
tions was held on January 
16 in the conference hall of 
the Deputy Commissioner, 

Wokha. 
The meeting was at-

tended by Deputy Election 
Commissioner (DEC) Na-
galand in-charge Sudeep 
Jain, CEO Nagaland Abhijit 
Sinha, IG Range Wabang 
Jamir, DIG CRPF Sarabijit 

Singh, and DCs and SPs 
of Wokha and Zunheboto 
districts.

During the meeting, the 
deputy election commis-
sioner reviewed about the 
work and activities relating 
to the forthcoming elec-

tion for both the districts. 
He apprised the DCs, SPs 
and ROs of the two districts 
to take their assigned re-
sponsibilities seriously and 
ensure that major areas of 
concerned are taken care 
of on time for the smooth 

bal oil prices rose to near 
three-year highs due to 
production curbs in OPEC 
nations and Russia and ro-
bust demand from healthy 
global economic growth,” 
added Desai.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee weakened 

by 54 paise to close at 64.03 
against the US dollar from 
its previous close at 63.49.



It is to be brought for public consumption that I had 
published an article dated 22nd November 2016 in 
a local daily stating the anomalies for/while releas-
ing funds under PMGSY. In the said publication, I 

had stated the norms/directives for releasing the funds 
as per the directives of  the Government of  India and 
of  which is reproduced herein “The State Government 
must transfer these funds to Nagaland Rural Roads De-
velopment Agency (NGRRDA) within3 working days 
positively from the date of  receipt of  these funds. In 
case of  non-transfer beyond the said period, Central 
Government may be constrained to stop further release. 
Besides, the State Government would be liable to pay 
interest @12% for the period of  delay beyond the speci-
fied period.” 

In the light of  the aforesaid directives I wish to bring 
out some facts/instances for the last few years which ef-
fected the implementation and the end result of  which 
was the loss of  the General Naga Populace due to the 
inefficiency or the willful negligence of  the State Gov-
ernment. 

1. The allocation of  funds by the centre to the differ-
ent NE States for the past 2 financial years and current 
financial year i.e. 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-2018 is 
much higher compared to Nagaland. The allocation of  
funds by the centre to NE states for the past 2 financial 
years and current financial year are as follows: 

It is therefore noted that Nagaland has been allo-
cated with the lowest funds in comparison to the other 
NE states. In this regard, Shri.Neiba Kronu, Honorable 
MLA had made a statement in the local dailies of  Naga-
land dated 31st March 2017 where he had stated that the 

other States are getting enough funds for development 
and that the State of  Nagaland need to perform better 
to avail more funds from the Central Government. The 
reason behind the allotment of  funds by the Central 
Government may probably be due to the mode of  utili-
zation of  funds by the State Government. 

2. That in the Current financial year the centre has 
released the first instalment of  its share of  a sum of  Rs. 
8.7975 Crore out of  the sanctioned amount of  Rs. 18 
crores, which the State Government is yet to release and 
for which the people of  Nagaland is to lose an amount 
of  Rs.9.2025 crores (Approx.) as the central Govt. 
would be unable to process the remaining funds as per 
the guidelines of  the state Govt. 

3. That it is further stated that the mode of  releas-
ing of  payment by State Finance Department of  Na-
galand is too poor. It is to be stated that the Centre 
had sanctioned/released a sum of  58.65 Crores dated 
28.08.2014 and of  which, the state finance Department 
has released the amounts in three instalments. The 
First instalment of  an amount of  Rs.29.3350 Crores 
was released on 24-11-2014, second was released on 
dated 12-03-15 for an amount of  Rs.7.3288 Crore and 
third instalment was released on dated 22-05-2015 
for the remaining amount of  Rs.21.9862 Crores. The 
State Government took a period of  nine months for 
the release of  the said fund which is contradictory and 

against the directives of  
the guidelines as issued by 
the Central Government 
where it was to be released 
in three 3 working days and 
not in 3 instalments. In the 
year 2015-16, the Central 
Government released an 
amount of  Rs.4.00 Crores 
dated 24.04.2015 to the 
State Government out of  
the total amount of  17.60 
Crores and for which the 

State Government took Ten (10) months. It is stated 
herein that due to the untimely release of  first instal-
ments an amount of  Rs 13.60 Cr has been lapsed on 
dated 10-02-2016. Again, in the year 2016-17, the Cen-
tral Government released an amount of  Rs.8.05 Crores 

dated 2nd April 2016 out of  total sanctioned amount 
of  42 Crores, wherein, the State Finance Department 
released the payment on dated 22-12-16 after a period 
of  eight months and due to which an amount of  Rs 
Rs.33.45 Crores (approx.) was lost to the Central Gov-
ernment.

 4. The letter issued from the office of  joint secretary 
MORD Rajesh Bhushan on 17th August 2016 to Shri. 
Kelei Zeliang, Secretary Public Works and Housing De-
partment (NGRRDA) Govt. of  Nagaland that due to 
non submission of  Utilization certificate (UC) and rel-
evant documents which has to be enclosed with the UC, 
the centre is unable to release the balance of  50% of  the 
annual allocation to the state. 

5. The above stated reasons for the inability of  the 
centre to timely release the sanctioned funds to the 
state Government are due to the non-issuance of  the 
Utilization Certificate by the State Government and 
timely release of  funds in the form of  payment as per 
the guidelines. In this regard it is a common knowledge 
that without the issuance of  the Utilization Certificate 
by the State Government, the Second instalment of  any 
Scheme is never sanctioned 

6. In this regard it is pertinent to quote Shri.Y.Vikheho 
Swu, Honorable Minister for Road and Bridges, wherein 
he had stated as per the local dailies dated 25th Novem-
ber, 2016 that “PMGSY Projects of  Phase VIII could 
not be completed due to the delay in the timely release 
of  funds from the State Finance to the Department”. 

Contractors/Entrepreneurs are discouraged for their 
growth and management to work in a good environment 
with truthfulness, honesty, efficiency in executing works 
for venturing into higher infrastructural works which are 
coming to the state for the ambitious plan of  the Govt. 
of  India i.e. Look East policy, smart cities etc. 

Now, it is for the public to judge the negative ac-
tivities of  the govt. of  Nagaland in mismanagement of  
funds from the centrally sponsored schemes and hinder-
ing development activities against public interest and 
welfare because of  wrong governance and inefficiency 
in running the activities in a small state like Nagaland 
for which who should be accountable. Awareness should 
be brought in the public interest. 

Thepfusatuo 
PWD Colony, Kohima.

6

DIMAPUR, WEDNESDAY ,  JANUARY 17 ,  2018 

EASTERN MIRROR

India’s Prevailing 
Divide Must End 

Social-caste divide is nothing new in India. Since 
time immemorial, this divide is in practice in the 
country. Often our leaders have vowed to end this 
divide. But every time this divide has emerged 

more strongly. Who is to blame for this prevailing divide? 
Obviously the political parties and the caste based organi-
sations are to be blamed as for their own interest they 
either openly or clandestinely supporting this practice. 
Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP), Samajwadi Party (SP), Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD), Lok Janashakti Party (LJP), everyone is equally 
responsible for this menace. As a result, even in the 21st 
century, caste clashes are regularly taking place in India. 
It’s a national shame. But leaders like Narendra Modi, 
Rahul Gandhi, Mayawati, Mulayam Singh Yadav, Lallu 
Prasad Yadav or Ram Bilas Paswan are not at all both-
ered over violence in the name of  caste. Rather, they are 
doing everything possible to keep it going for narrow po-
litical gains. No one is an exception. All are looking at 
this problem through their respective political prisms.

How deadly the caste divide can be was recently 
proved at Bhima-Koregaon in Maharashtra. In remem-
brance of  the victory against Peshwa Raj through Anglo-
Maratha war, every year the Dalits celebrate the first day 
of  English calendar year as Vijay Divas (Victory Day). 
For the last 200 years this practice went on without any 
tension between the Dalits and others. But suddenly this 
year, which happened to be the bi-centenary year of  the 
war, there were tensions between the two communities 
living in the area, namely the Dalits and the Marathas. 
The reason behind the tension was not the celebrations 
of  victory, but the fact that for last couple of  years, the 
Marathas have been demanding reservation. But the rul-
ers did not pay any heed to their demands. So the ag-
grieved Marathas were looking for an opportunity to 
vent their anger. It has been widely reported that two 
prominent religious gurus in the locality instigated the 
Marathas to take on the Dalits. The Dalits who are al-
ready in the reserved category, decided to celebrate the 
bi-centenary year with much more fun fare than previous 
years. The administration was aware of  the prevailing 
tensions. But quite strangely it decided not to act. It is 
simply because of  its inaction that one youth died and 
properties worth crores of  rupees were destroyed. The 
trouble which started from Bhima-Koregaon in no time 
engulfed the entire State of  Maharashtra. Only after that 
the administration acted and the political parties started 
to fish in troubled water.

This is not only the story of  Bhima-Koregaon, but 
also the reality in the country. Be it at Saharanpur in Ut-
tar Pradesh or Una in Gujarat or in other places of  the 
country caste clashes were organised to reap political div-
idends. This is not merely an allegation, but a fact. Oth-
erwise, why the two religious gurus named in the FIR for 
instigating violence in Bhima-Koregaon are still moving 
freely? Why the persons behind the Saharanpur violence 
are yet to be arrested? No one is willing to believe the 
police version that the persons are absconding. Rather, it 
strengthens the belief  that the caste clashes were orches-
trated as parts of  a sinister design to destroy the social 
fabric of  the country. But the perpetrators should keep 
this in mind that people of  India will never allow this 
conspiracy to achieve desired results. Sooner or later the 
people of  the country will foil this conspiracy.

State 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Arunachal 375 crores 421 crores 700 crores 

Assam 287 crores 402 crores 437 crores 

Manipur 299 crores 402 crores 292 crores

Mizoram 50 crores 95 crores 200 crores

Meghalaya 150 crores 210 crores 189 crores

Nagaland 17 crores 42 crores 18 crores

Tripura 274 crores 299 crores 277 crores

When you think of all that’s good,  
thank God.

ould you like to cultivate a greater sense of grat-
itude? George Herbert, a seventeenth-century 
British poet, encourages readers toward that 

goal in his poem “Gratefulness”: “Thou that hast given so 
much to me, give one thing more: a grateful heart.”

Herbert recognized the only thing he needed in order to 
be thankful was simply an awareness of the blessings God 
had already given him.

The Bible declares Christ Jesus as the source of all 
blessing in Romans 11:36, “For from him and through him 
and for him are all things.” “All things” encompasses both 
the extravagant and the mundane, everyday gifts in our lives. 
Everything we receive in life comes directly from our heav-
enly Father (James 1:17), and He willingly gives us those 
gifts out of His love for us.

To expand my awareness of God’s blessings in my life, I 
am learning to cultivate a heart that acknowledges the source 
of all the joys I experience each day, but especially the ones I 
often take for granted. Today those included a crisp morning 
to run, the anticipation of an evening with friends, a stocked 
pantry so I could make French toast with my daughters, the 
beauty of the world outside my window, and the aroma of 
freshly brewed coffee.

What is the “so much” that God has already given to 
you? Opening our eyes to those blessings will help us to 
develop grateful hearts.

Take a few minutes to thank God for what comes to your 
mind right now. Try to do that throughout the day as well.

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 11:33–36
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For from him and through him and  
for him are all things.          

~  Romans 11:36

Our hope for Naga Day was 
for shared humanity and 
solidarity, even in the midst 
of  stormy weather. Engage-

ment in the Naga world requires us to 
imagine those predictably unpredictable 
storms that are inevitable during ex-
traordinary times. These storms, how-
ever, do not define the times. The times 
are defined by transformative moments 
and small measures that are ignited by 
seemingly small acts. 

The professionals managing the 
stage and sound system, the event man-
agement crew led by Theja Meru, the 
young volunteers from the Naga Stu-
dents Federation and the Kohima Vil-
lage Youth Organization willingly made 
substantive sacrifices for the success of  
Naga Day. Nagaland Contractors’ and 
Suppliers’ Union supplied those in at-
tendance with bottled water. The Public 
Health Engineering Department and 
the Kohima Police Department oversaw 
sanitation, traffic and security, the Music 
Task Force, Department of  Information 
and Public Relations and the Kohima 
Municipal Council took the charge of  
its share of  good will towards the Naga 

Day. Groups charged only half  the cost 
of  the equipment for the event, and a 
young entrepreneur’s words summed up 
the spirit of  the day: “For the sake of  
our nation, I will donate what I have.” 
FNR is humbled and our heartfelt grati-
tude goes unreserved. 

Yes, lunch was cooked for 1500 per-
sons by seven bodies defying harsh win-
ter chills for the love of  the Nagas. These 
were contributions from their respective 
pocket books. The Dreamz Unlimited, 
Naga choir members, musicians, and 
singers—a number of  who are notable 
professionals with legitimate fees, per-
formed for free. Dozens of  speakers, 
readers, choreographers, and cultural 
troupes further contributed to Naga 
Day, in the process displaying a collec-
tive love and sacrifice for the Nagas. 

The free-will financial contribution 
from individuals, churches, and “tribal” 
bodies, allowed the Naga Day to hap-
pen with ease. Nagas, young and old, 
reached out to us and to each other with 
excitement and hope. Angami Public 
Organization’s magnanimity towards 
the FNR and the Naga Day spoke of  
APO’s farsightedness beyond the here 

and now. What an honor we felt to be 
under APO as our host. N Pezie!

To all, thank you. Your kindness of  
what it means to be a Naga has undoubt-
edly helped deliver the Nagas to the ex-
traordinary moment in our history. 

Naga Day has announced that Nagas 
are without borders and that we are part 
of  Naga history. Naga Day has made it 
clear that that our history is one of  com-
mon belonging and does not belong to 
individual groups or destinies. Naga Day 
is not in the past, but it is alive and walk-
ing. Walking becomes a speech and, in 
this sense, walking the Naga Day is a cul-
tural speech, a speech of  the people. 

With another lesson learned, I 
along with my colleagues in the FNR 
will move on. On that day, 10 January 
2018, there was a great Naga potential, 
where everyone converged around the 
idea of  each other’s “relative right-
ness.” If  Naga ecology can muster such 
energy around the idea of  common be-
longing, can one fathom the resultant 
outcome? No matter how one tries to 
project, a person or an organization 
turned inwards is never going to be 
healthy, not only for society but more 

so, for being itself. We cannot simply 
let others heal our own psychic hurts 
and pains. 

In a small measure, the Naga Day 
will walk and make efforts to heal the 
communal wounds by healing our own 
individual wounds first. The primordial 
spirit of  healing and belonging without 
borders will form the basis for the Nagas 
in this age if  we are to survive and thrive 
as peoples with our neighbors. I implore 
all to think seriously about this before 
simply dismissing it.

The act of  “not being together” lies 
not in drumming up personal constitu-
ents to shy away, but in self-negation 
from the common belonging. Was the 
“Declaration” adopted and sanctioned 
by the congregation on the Naga Day 
a deterrence to the larger interest of  the 
Nagas and our neighbors?

Finally, let us exorcise the culture 
of  highlighting differences and flocking 
only with the birds of  the same feather. 
Let us try to emphasize shared human-
ity and belonging instead. 
God’s Shalom,

Convener
FNR

From the Heart: Walking the Naga Day
READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILYPATH
Growing Gratitude

Sunderarajan Padmanabhan |India Science Wire

Dr. VaishaliLavekar | India Science Wire

Four new research and develop-
ment projects for real time mon-
itoring of  air and water quality 
were today launched jointly by 

Department of  Science and Technology 
(DST) and Corporate Research Council 
of  Intel.

Among the proposed projects is 
an air quality monitoring test bed that 
would be able to report and visualise 
scientifically validated PM 2.5 and gas 
measurements from 40 locations in real 
time. After upscaling to 60 locations, the 
monitoring technology is expected to 
cover 500 cities and towns across India. 

The project aims to collect air qual-
ity information to allow policy mak-
ers and citizens to deploy data-driven 
control and preventive mechanisms. 

The focus would be on low-cost PM2.5, 
Ozone, nitrogen oxide and sulfur oxide 
sensors. The idea is to integrate hard-
ware, communication and software 
stack, from local sensing to distributed 
analytics. For this, Indian Institute of  
Technology, Kanpur would work in 
collaboration withIndian Institute of  
Science,Bangalore, IIT-Bombay and 
Duke University, Durham. 

The second group would work on 
high resolution air quality monitoring 
and air pollutant data analytics. It would 
be led by Indian Institute of  Science, 
Bangalore with Central Electronics En-
gineering Research Institute, Pilani and 
University of  Southern California.  The 
researchers would aim to develop sen-
sors as well as new techniques of  sam-

pling and calibrations to develop air 
quality index.

The third team would work on devel-
oping an aquatic autonomous observato-
ry. This project is also led by IIT-Kanpur, 
but with Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution (WHOI). The team aims 
to design and develop low-cost, multi-
parameter, water quality platforms with 
auto-sampling capabilities. 

The system would measure parame-
ters like dissolved oxygen, conductivity, 
temperature, nutrients, carbon-dioxide 
and select heavy metals.  A novel energy 
harvesting system integrating solar pan-
el, piezo electric system and micro wind 
turbine is envisaged. 

The fourth team would work towards 
developing sensors for real- time river 
water monitoring and decision making. 
The project is co-led led by IIT-Delhi 

and University of  California (UCR), 
Riverside, along with other Indian and 
American partners. They would develop 
sensors for chemical oxygen demand, 
microbial indicators and water flow for 
determining water quality.

Launching the projects, Minister for 
Science and Technology, Dr. Harsh Var-
dhan, expressed hope that they would 
help strengthen the government’s efforts 
to address the problem of  air and water 
quality through missions like Namami 
Gange.

DST Secretary Dr Ashutosh Sharma 
said the projects would be conducted 
over a period of  five years. DST and In-
tel Corporate Research Councilwould 
provide a total Rs 30 crore to the four 
teams on 50:50 sharing basis. The pro-
gramme will be administered by the In-
do-USScience and Technology Forum. 

New Projects Launched for Real-Time 
Monitoring of Air and Water Quality 

Mismanagement of PMGSY Funds and Releases

The use of  ultraviolet lamps in water purifiers is 
common but the presence of  mercury in these 
lamps could be potentially hazardous. Now 
a group of  Indian scientists have developed a 

mercury-free ultraviolet lamp that can be used in water 
purifiers.

Scientists have engineered an optimized dielectric 
discharge based mercury-free Vacuum UV/UV light 
source for water sterilization. The lamp can produce de-
sired level of  wavelengths for deactivation of  bacteria 
within ten seconds without the use of  mercury. 

The lamp has been developed by scientists from two 
CSIR labs -  Central Electronics Engineering Research 
Institute (CEERI), Pilani, National Environmental En-
gineering Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur-  work-
ing along with Birla Institute of  Scientific Research 
(BISR), Jaipur.

In addition to being mercury-free, the lamp has a 
filament-less light source and there are no end sleeves. 
Since it uses dielectric-barrier discharge or DBD source, 
start-up time is negligible. It has broader wavelength 
coverage due to dimer radiations and medium pressure.  

 Naturally available water may contain pathogenic 
organisms and toxic compounds. UV radiation is pref-
erable for water purification over chemical treatment. 
UVradiation is widely used for water sterilization as 
it does not create any byproduct during treatment and 
does not alter the taste of  water. It also does not elimi-
nate minerals. But it has several disadvantages which 
include start-up time, filament failure, sleeve breakage, 
dimensional restrictions and non-reparability. Mercury 
containing UV-lamps generate a considerable amount 
of  toxic mercury waste at the end of  their life as a typi-
cal UV lamp contains 20 to200mg of  mercury. 

“We have engineered an optimized dielectric dis-
charge based mercury-free VUV/UV light source with 
a novel structural design that produces strong spectral 

bands peaking at wavelengths 253 nanometer and 172 
nanometer along with a weak band peaking at wave-
length 265 nanometer, that has been tested on a few rep-
resentative bacteria to show its usefulness for efficient 
water sterilization”, explained Dr. Ram Prakash from 
CEERI.  

The unique structural design of  the lamp enables it 
to produce desired UV wavelengths. The lamp has been 
tested for five types of  bacteria -E. coli, Shigellaboy-
dii, Vibrio, coliforms and fecal coliform.  Within ten 
seconds, all bacteria got deactivated. “The lamp been 
tested further for water with turbidity level and its on-
time efficiency has been found to be 200% as compared 
to standard equivalent mercury based UV-lamp”, added 
Dr. Ram Prakash. 

(The results of  the research work have appeared in 

Ram Prakash, Afaque M. Hossain, Dr. U. N. Pal, Dr. N. 
Kumar, Dr. K. Khairnar, and Dr. M. Krishna Mohan.) 
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Schoolgirls eat their free mid-day meal, distributed by a government-run primary school, in New Delhi July 5, 
2013. Credit: Reuters/Mansi Thapliyal/Files
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Generally you 
tend to let paperwork go, Aries, but today the 
necessity of  handling budgeting and financial 
matters could force you to sit down and get 

it all done. However, where money and other resources 
are concerned, you’re apt to be especially practical and 
efficient, so don’t be surprised if  you sail right through it 
and get it done well. Other paperwork, such as your own 
writing, should go equally well. Afterward, treat yourself  
to a nice dinner in your favorite restaurant!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today sen-
sitivity combines with mental astuteness to 
bring your innate practicality and efficiency 
to the surface. You’ll probably have more than 

one chance to make use of  this, Taurus, whether it relates 
to work you do at home, you’re helping out a friend, or 
you’re working with a group. Family members and others 
find it easy to communicate with you and might come to 
you with matters they need to sort out. Enjoy your day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Communica-
tion with others should be as strong on a psy-
chic level as on a verbal one, so expect some 
telepathic flashes. Practicality and common 

sense combine with intuition today to make you feel espe-
cially creative. A number of  ideas for new projects could 
cross your mind, Gemini, and you’ll want to write them 
down for later. However, there might be so many that you 
won’t be able to decide which one to go for now. Ask your 
friends for their input!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your innate 
practicality and common sense are apt to 
be called into action on behalf  of  a group 
with which you’re affiliated, Cancer. Some 

of  them may be feeling muddled, and you’re the only 
one who has what it takes right now to see the mat-
ter through. Your own goals could be advanced today 
because of  increased focus and clear thinking. Overall, 
this should be a great day to work on projects of  your 
own. Enjoy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Whatever tasks 
or chores you may have to perform today are 
likely to go much more quickly and efficiently 
than usual, Leo. Your level of  common sense 

is high, as is your physical energy. Success is strongly indi-
cated in any kind of  enterprise you take on today, so don’t 
be afraid to try anything, no matter how outrageous it 
may seem. By the way, don’t be surprised if  other people 
come to you for advice.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You generally 
tend toward a very high level of  persever-
ance, Virgo. No matter how difficult a task 
may seem to you, today it should go very 

smoothly, particularly if  it involves in-depth study or 
research of  some kind. Your thinking is especially clear 
and down to Earth today, and your common sense is 
operating at a very high level. Get to whatever needs 
to be done today and there won’t be any loose ends left 
for tomorrow.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Dreams could 
shed light on some personal ambiguities 
you’ve been trying to understand, Libra. 
Your thinking is especially clear and logical 

now, and work should therefore be a snap. Money mat-
ters should go fairly smoothly today, particularly if  pa-
perwork or legal documents are involved. You should 
have practical insights that are stronger than usual, es-
pecially regarding finance, and so you could end the 
day feeling more than satisfied with what you’ve ac-
complished.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Projects of  
all kinds that you could be working on with 
partners or friends could go especially smooth-
ly today, Scorpio, as your thinking is especially 

sharp, clear, and logical. You and your friends are in an 
especially strong place right now, with trust and respect 
between you at an all-time high. Social events could bring 
stimulating discussions and stronger bonds between you 
and others. Work hard, but enjoy every minute of  it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
could be one of  those days when you look 
around the house and think, “What a mess!” 
You might then decide to give the whole place a 

thorough cleaning. This is fine, Sagittarius, as long as you 
don’t try to do it alone. Get others in the household to 
help out. You’ve been working very hard lately, and if  you 
get too tired you could well be very short with everyone 
and be very poor company. Pace yourself!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Let-
ters or phone calls could come today reaf-
firming the continued success you’ve been 
enjoying and presenting new opportunities, 

Capricorn. Your mind should be in a very good space to 
consider anything new that comes your way, and your 
common sense is high so you’re apt to see all sides of  it. 
Therefore, whatever you have to think about, trust your-
self! You tend to be innately practical and efficient, but 
today you’re even more so.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
have been especially interested in promoting 
your general health for a while, Aquarius, and 
so today you could finally start that nutrition 

and exercise program you’ve been thinking about. You’re 
likely to come up with a plan that is more than workable 
since your thinking is especially clear and logical right 
now. Others might be inspired to join you. Whatever 
work you do should be accomplished quickly and skill-
fully. Use your energy to get as much done as possible.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today should 
prove a busy day on all levels. Inspiration for cre-
ative projects, particularly writing, should come 
to you in profusion, Pisces, and so you might pro-

duce results that could surprise even you. Communication 
with loved ones is particularly clear, open, and honest today. 
You will be able to clear up a few matters that may have been 
bothering you and those close to you. Children could prove a 
strong source of  support and entertainment. Enjoy!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Unlike most countries, the budget is 
usually an eventful affair in India 
and is a heated topic of  national 
conversation around the time of  

its release. The underlying national interest 
behind it is mostly because the budget holds 
something for everyone -- ranging from a 
small farmer to a big industrialist. However, 
from this year onwards, much of  its sheen will 
be off  by a bit.

The tinkering of  indirect taxes, which was 
an aspect of  the budget that affected everyone 
in all corners of  the country, is not within 
the Centre’s domain anymore. Since the im-
plementation of  the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), all indirect taxes -- except for customs 
duty -- have to be decided upon by the GST 
Council instead of  being annually altered 
based on short-term political interests. There-
fore, the first budget after the GST reform will 
be a challenging one for the government.

The fact that this will be the last full budg-
et before the 2019 elections and that the gov-
ernment has already spent all of  its budgeted 
expenditure for this financial year will further 
complicate matters. The oncoming elections 
affects the budget in multiple ways.

First, if  the Gujarat election results are to 
be taken as indicative of  the national senti-
ment, the BJP government is more popular 
in urban areas than it is in the countryside. 
The recently released CSO growth estimates 
show why. The farm and allied sector grew at 
2.1 per cent in the current fiscal as compared 
to 4.9 per cent in the preceding year. So, the 
ailing agricultural sector will receive much-
needed redressal in the upcoming budget. In 
fact, the Finance Minister has already con-
firmed this. Reviving growth in the sector can 
also be a viable mechanism for job creation -- 
another economic aspect that the government 
will be looking to address with the budget.

Second, with the elections around the 
corner, firming up economic growth will be 
foremost on the government’s agenda. Invest-

ments have declined from 34.3 per cent of  
the GDP in 2011-12 to 27 per cent in 2016-
17. They still do not seem to have picked up. 
First advanced estimates show that this has 
further fallen to 26.4 per cent in 2017-18. Es-
timates of  the Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy (CMIE) show that new investment 
proposals are likely to amount to around Rs 
8 trillion ($126 billion) in 2017-18, which 
would be merely 60 per cent of  the new pro-
posals made in 2016-17. This would also be 
the lowest since 2004-05.

The subdued investment activity has been 
a result of  the twin balance sheet problem 
that is now two budgets old. Clearly, it has 
been a difficult dragon to slay. Hopefully, a 
resolution should be in sight when the Rs 1.35 
trillion-bank recapitalisation plan comes into 
force. The budget will bring about more clar-
ity on the specifics of  the plan and how it will 
affect government finances.

Third, the government will be in a tight 
conundrum to balance the budget between 
going populist in an election season and stick-

ing to the fiscal deficit target. It is almost cer-
tain that the government will breach the fiscal 
deficit target this year after revenue collection 
in the new tax regime is mostly turning out 
to be lower than expected, forcing the govern-
ment to borrow an additional Rs 500 billion. 
This puts the government’s net borrowing at 
the highest level since 2013-14. Moreover, it 
needs to be pointed out that this figure does 
not include the Rs 800 billion meant for bank 
recapitalisation this fiscal.

Therefore, managing finances for the next 
fiscal will be a challenge considering the cur-
rent scenario. The fact that the economy is 
not growing at full throttle is not helping ei-
ther. The government will have to take a call 
on curbing its spending to maintain the deficit 
and sacrificing growth partly or splurge and 
maintain a higher deficit next year as well, 
risking inflation in the process. The elections 
make it enticing to choose the populist route 
and breach the fiscal ceiling. A case can be 
made that growth should be prioritised over 
maintaining the fiscal target, but reneging on 

the commitment will diminish the govern-
ment’s credibility -- which is more harmful 
in the long run. Rewiring the FRBM (Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget Management) law 
to make it counter-cyclical in nature would be 
a better route to adopt.

All factors considered, this budget 
presents the biggest challenge to the Modi 
government since coming into power. Low 
growth numbers, subdued investment senti-
ment and a widening deficit when elections 
are around the corner leave a Herculean task 
at hand. The balance between populism and 
fiscal restraint will be difficult to manage. In 
any case, the document that will be taking 
the centrestage on February 1 will define the 
course for a lot of  things to come.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. The views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @kautiliya. 
Chirag Yadav, researcher at Institute for 

Competitiveness has contributed to the article)

Years ago, we believed 
that we weren’t ani-
mals and that ani-
mals were here solely 

for our use. Indeed, a cow was 
just a walking burger, steak of  
Sunday roast, keeping itself  
fresh and tasty ready for when 
we were hungry.

Luckily, for their sake, things 
have progressed significantly 
from then and now we recog-
nise that animals (including our 
“superior” human selves in that 
category) can experience emo-
tions from more simple ones 
such as happiness and sadness 
to more complex ones such as 
empathy, jealousy and grief. 
Animal sentience is defined as 
the ability to feel, perceive and 
experience subjectively. In other 
words, it’s about emotions and 
feelings and in some respects, 
having an awareness that “you 
are you”.

In fact, the scientific evi-
dence for animals being sen-
tient is vast – so clear that three 
scientists read 2,500 papers 
studying sentience in non-hu-
man animals and concluded 
confidently that sentience does 

indeed exist.
If  you saw Blue Planet II 

recently, for example, you’ll 
have seen the footage of  a pi-
lot whale carrying around her 
dead calf. For most humans, 
this clearly demonstrates a form 
of grieving, particularly given 
the behaviour changes in the 
wider family pod.
The evidence for sentience
Studies have shown that sheep 
are able to recognise the faces 
of  their sheep friends even after 
being separated for two years. 
Elephants from strong family 
groups with immense memo-
ries and they cry when they are 
hurt (both physically and emo-
tionally). Capuchin monkeys 
know when they are receiving 
unequal pay (grapes vs cucum-
ber) and Macaques develop 
individual cultures, particu-
larly when it comes to how one 
should wash a potato.

Chimpanzees like to keep 
the peace by redistributing ba-
nanas if  someone complains 
that their share is unfair and 
even rats have been shown to 
demonstrate empathy by giving 
up their favourite snack to save 

a drowning friend. They also 
giggle when being tickled.

Fish use tools and octopus 
weigh up whether the effort 
needed to gain a food reward is 
worth it depending on the type 
of  food. There is also plenty of  
evidence on how animals have 
individual personalities and in-
deed how some are a glass half  
full type while others are more 
glass half  empty.

But it isn’t just from watch-
ing their behaviour that we can 
say animals are sentient. When 
we examine the brains of  spe-

cies (and indeed individuals), 
we can draw parallels from 
what we know about human 
brains and start to make as-
sumptions.

Emotions mainly stem 
from a part of  our brain called 
the “limbic system”. Our lim-
bic system is relatively large 
and indeed humans are a very 
emotive species. So when we 
come across a brain that has 
a smaller limbic system than 
ours, we assume it feels fewer 
emotions. But, and here’s the 
big but, when a limbic system 

is comparatively much bigger 
than ours, we don’t assume it 
feels more emotions than us. 
Most likely because we cannot 
imagine something that we do 
not feel or even know about.
The act of killing
In some marine mammals, 
their limbic system is four times 
larger than ours is. In addition 
to this, some marine mammals 
have spindle cells, which we 
originally thought were unique 
to humans, allowing us to make 
rapid decisions in complex so-

cial situations. Arguably, would 
these evolve if  they weren’t 
used for the same (or at least 
similar) purposes.

One potential reason why 
we don’t like thinking too much 
about animal sentience is be-
cause we like to kill animals. 
Some to eat and some, quite 
simply because we do not like 
them. Look at those poor spi-
ders in autumn, coming in to 
find some shelter, only to meet 
their end being smacked by a 
slipper wielding human. We 
also turn a blind eye to system-
atic cruelty on an mass scale to 
ensure we save some money on 
meat at the supermarket. It’s far 
easier to pretend these animals 

don’t have feelings or emotions 
so that we can enjoy a cheap 
dinner without the emotion of  
guilt creeping in.

So is animal sentience a 
big deal? Yes, it is. We need 
to ensure we include it every-
where to safeguard the wel-
fare of  all animals, not just 
our pets. We live in a world 
where a lady putting a cat in 
a bin causes immense public 
shaming, yet we’ll pop down 
to the nearest fast food outlet 
and eat meat that has lived the 
most abhorrent life ever with-
out thinking twice. It really is 
time that we spent more time 
thinking about the thinking 
beings around us.

A sub-committee of  the highest 
advisory body on education has 
reportedly recommended that 
parents should be punished if  

they do not send their children to school.
According to the Telegraph, this sugges-

tion was part of  a draft report submitted to 
the Central Advisory Board of  Education 
(CABE) on Monday, saying that the Right 
to Education Act needed to be looked at 
again. “The provisions of  the RTE Act 
2009 need to be re-looked as there is no pe-
nal provision for parents who do not send 
their children to school,” the report said, 
talking about the extension of  the Act to 
pre-school and secondary education.

While the RTE Act makes education a 
fundamental right for every child between 
six and 14 years of  age, it does not include 
any penal provisions in case parents or 
teachers do not adhere to its provisions.

The committee, headed by junior hu-
man resource development minister Satya 
Pal Singh, also recommended universalisa-
tion of  pre-primary education for children 

below six, the newspaper reported.
While India has so far kept away from 

punishing parents who don’t send their 
children to school, such rules do exist in 
other places – and with a rather mixed 
track record. In Tanzania, for instance, the 
government said in 2015 that it will punish 
those who keep their school-age children 
at home with a fine. This announcement 
came at the same time as the government 
announcing that school education would 
be made free for all children at the pri-
mary and secondary levels. While primary 
schooling had been free in the country 
since 2002, the 2015 policy also said that 
parents would no longer have to pay for 
books, uniforms etc. during 11 years of  
schooling.

Critics of  the policy to punish parents 
had said then that it was much more im-
portant to fight the root causes of  absen-
teeism – such as poverty and lack of  access 
– rather than put all the onus on parents.

In the UK and the US, parents are also 
punished for ‘truancy’, or enrolled school 
children not attending school without an 
excuse. However, according to a report in 
the Guardian, there is no concrete data on 

whether such punishments actually help 
fight truancy levels. As Joanna Heilbrunn, 
director of  the National Center for School 
Engagement in the US, told the Guardi-
an, “What people “know” about respons-
es to truancy and to lots of  other things 
[are] anecdotal in many cases. Judges 
have impressions about what works and 
what doesn’t work, [and] judges differ 
substantially in the extent to which they 
actually assess fines. Lots of  things are on 
the books but don’t always get enforced. 
(I don’t think anyone collects data on 
how often judges actually impose fines.) 
But there is plenty of  evidence, based on 
real studies, to show that in general sup-
portive measures work much better than 
punitive measures when you’re dealing 
with truancy, because there’s always some 
reason behind [an absence]. …But levy-
ing a fine does nothing to remove any of  
the barriers you can possibly think of  that 
might be preventing a family from getting 
a kid to school. [Fines aren’t] designed to 
do that. They’re not designed to make it 
easier for a parent to get a kids to school. 
They’re just designed to make parents fret 
more. That doesn’t really help.”

This Budget Will be Modi Government’s Biggest Challenge in 4 Years

Crying Elephants and Giggling Rats – Animals Have Feelings, Too

Parents Should Be Punished If Kids Don’t Go to School, Says Government Panel



New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Asserting that the Congress 
move to take up national is-
sues aboard was an “act of  
immaturity”, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday said that was the 
reason why people were re-
jecting the opposition party.

“By taking national is-
sues to international forums, 
the Congress leadership has 
shown its immaturity and 
people are repeatedly reject-
ing the Congress in polls,” 
Rajnath Singh said while 
addressing Delhi Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) workers 
at the unit’s Executive Meet-
ing here. 

The Minister was refer-
ring to Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi’s visit to Bah-
rain where he highlighted 
how job creation in India is 
at an eight-year low.

Addressing the Indian 
diaspora in Bahrain, Rahul 
Gandhi said the two threats 
facing India under the Naren-
dra Modi government are its 
inability to create jobs and 

the rise in the forces of hatred 
and division.

Praising Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and party 
President Amit Shah, the 
Home Minister said: “Both 
have exemplary organisa-
tional skills and it is showing 
results. Now, we have govern-
ments in 19 states.” 

Targeting the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) government 
in Delhi over what he said 
was its confrontation politics, 
the Home Minister said: 
“The Centre is ready to ex-
tend all support to the Delhi 
government but it is sad that 
the politics of confrontation 
run by it is acting as an ob-
stacle. “We wish they shun 
the politics of confrontation,” 
Rajnath Singh said.

He also assured in resolv-
ing the crisis due to ongoing 
sealing drive in the national 
capital. The Minister also 
called on BJP workers to 
ensure people’s trust at the 
ground level.

“We will have to leave ‘all 
is fine in politics’ attitude,” he 

said, adding that “we need 
to work for taking society 
towards betterment”.

Hailing he central gov-
ernment’s functioning, he 
said: “The world and the 
people of  this country feels 
the BJP is the best party to 
govern India. An interna-
tional survey has shown 88 
per cent feel Modi is the best 
Prime Minister for India... 
while 70 per cent people have 
rated the BJP as the best po-
litical party.”

Rajnath Singh was refer-
ring to the survey conducted 
among 2,464 respondents in 
India carried out by the Pew 
Research Centre last year.

He said that India is the 
fastest growing economy 
with stabilised GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) and great-
er ease of  doing business. 
“Investors the world over 
are today looking towards 
India as an investment hub,” 
he said. “Now, we have the 
highest foreign reserves ever,” 
he said.

Rajnath Singh. a senior 

BJP leader, said: “I have my-
self risen from the grass roots 
and understand Delhi has the 
best skilled political workers. 
I appeal to the party work-
ers to increase their political 
moral authority and work to 
make politics a medium to 
serve the people.” 

He emphasised that the 
BJP is a cadre-based party 
raised by selfless and tire-
less leadership in 70 years 
and “we have to follow their 
guidelines”.

Rajnath Singh also called 
on his partymen to avoid 
political ego and unitedly 
work hard for good results in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections 
and assured that “my doors 
shall always remain open for 
party workers coming with 
public works”. The Minister 
said that under the BJP’s 
leadership “we have made 
our borders better guarded 
and we are always ready to 
retaliate in defence”.

“We have almost con-
tained Naxalism and terror-
ism,” he added.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Three killed as Maharashtra 
SRPF trooper fires in public place
Pune, Jan. 16 (IANS): Three persons were killed when a 
trooper with the SRFP posted on duty in Pune allegedly 
opened indiscriminate fire at two public places here on 
Tuesday afternoon, police said. According to the Pune 
(Rural) Control, the State Reserve Police Force (SRPF) 
trooper, Sanjay Shinde, opened fire at two busy public 
places in Borawake Nagar and Morinagar Chowk in 
Daund. Immediately after the incident, he managed 
to escape to his residence in a nearby locality even as 
police teams rushed to the spot. The deceased have been 
identified as Anil Jadhav, Gopal Shinde and Prashant 
Pawar. There were no reports of any other casualties. 
The motive behind the trooper’s action, or whether it 
was triggered by some health condition, is not clear yet, 
police said. A large number of police personnel and local 
residents gathered outside Shinde’s home and efforts 
were on to arrest him.

Two Kerala policemen, two 
others held for teenage girl’s rape
Alappuzha (Kerala), Jan. 16 (IANS): A probationary 
Sub-Inspector of the Kerala Police attached to a station 
near here and a police constable, besides two others, 
have been arrested for rape of a 15-year-old girl, police 
said on Tuesday. Addressing reporters here, Alappuzha 
Superintendent of  Police S. Surendran identified the 
arrested policemen as Sub-Inspector Liju and police 
constable Nelson. We have set up a special investigation 
team also to probe the case in detail and to look up if  
more people are involved,” he said. The involvement of  
the policemen surfaced after the arrest of a woman named 
Athira, who was a relative of the teenage victim, and after 
examining her mobile phone, police found interactions 
between her and Liju. The crime came to light when local 
residents stopped Athira and the teenage girl when they 
were going out and informed police, who then began a 
probe. Meanwhile, the police team is also probing if there 
are more police officials involved in having exploited the 
girl, who hails from a poor background.

Man kills wife, infant son in Delhi
New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): A man attacked his wife 
and infant son with a brick and then stabbed them to 
death after a minor scuffle here, police said on Tuesday. 
Sunita, 31, and her one-and-a-half-year-old son, Karan, 
were found lying in a pool of blood by a neighbour in the 
slum area of West Delhi’s Jahangirpuri. Police said the 
incident took place on Monday night when all the family 
members were sleeping after a fight between Sunita and 
her husband, Prakash, 36. “The accused, Prakash, works 
as painter and is a habitual drinker,” an officer said. 
“On Monday, when everybody was sleeping, Prakash, 
reportedly under the influence of alcohol, took out a brick 
and a knife and hit and stabbed Sunita multiple times. 
“When Karan, who was sleeping with Sunita, started 
crying, Prakash stabbed him too and fled,” the officer 
said. “The entire crime was witnessed by the couple’s 
six-year-old son who on Tuesday morning informed 
a neighbour,” he added. A case of  murder has been 
registered against Prakash and a hunt is on. Rajkumar, a 
neighbour, said: “Prakash and Sunita got married some 
12 years ago.

Modi lays foundation stone of Rs ED summons Lalu’s son-in-
law in money laundering case 

Controversial Punjab minister 
quits; resignation yet to be accepted 

Japanese warship `Amagiri’ 
arrives on 3-day visit to Mumbai 
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Government ends Haj subsidy 
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will give hearts to investors — Mamata 

Discussing country’s issues 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public rally in Barmer on Tuesday. 

Barmer (Rajasthan), Jan. 
16 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday laid the founda-
tion stone of  the Rs 43,129 
crore big-ticket refinery 
project here and said it will 
change the economic land-
scape of  Rajasthan.

“Rajasthan is taking 
the lead to become the en-
ergy power of  the country,” 
Modi said while addressing 
the event.

The refinery, a joint 
venture between Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation 
Limited and Rajasthan 
government, will have the 
capacity to refine 90 lakh 
crude oil annually. 

Due to be completed 
by 2022, the project is ex-
pected to bring Rs 34,000 
crore to the state govern-
ment coffers annually.

He appreciated the 
efforts of  Oil Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan and 
Rajasthan Chief  Minister 
Vasundhara Raje who ini-

tiated the process to turn this project into 
reality.

“We cannot mislead people by install-
ing stones. As in 2022 we complete 75 
years of  independence, we will ensure that 

our refinery starts functioning in the same 
year,” Modi said.

He took a dig at the Congress, saying: 
“We don’t want people to come and ask us 
that after installing the stone why you did 

not take action on imple-
menting the same.”

The foundation stone 
laying ceremony had been 
performed four years ago 
by then Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi.

Hitting out at the Con-
gress on the issue of  in-
augurating the Rajasthan 
refinery twice, Vasundhara 
Raje said: “We don’t be-
lieve in installing stones, 
but we believe in working 
hard to build a building. 
We work to turn our efforts 
into reality.”

Accusing the Congress 
government of  not doing 
anything after the stone-
laying ceremony, she said: 
“There was no planning, 
no seriousness and no pro-
jection of  implementing 
this scheme. We are doing 
this with a lot of  planning.”

The programme was 
also addressed by Pradhan 
who said the refinery will 
bring in lot of  growth and 
development in the state.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): In connection 
with its ongoing probe into the 2006 IRCTC 
hotels maintenance contract case, the En-
forcement Directorate has summoned RJD 
chief Lalu Prasad’s son-in-law Rahul Yadav 
for questioning on Wednesday over a Rs 1 
crore loan he had given to his mother-in-law 
Rabri Devi.

The ED wants to know the source of the 
money given to Rabri Devi, suspecting that 
it may have been used to buy a three-acre 
plot in Patna.

The land worth Rs 45 crore was attached 
by the agency on December 8 in connection 
with the money laundering case against Lalu 
Prasad and his family members. 

“We have summoned Rahul Yadav to-
morrow (Wednesday) for questioning over 
the loan given to Rabri Devi,” an ED official 
told IANS on Tuesday.

“We want to know the source of  the 
money... that was given as loan to Rabri 
Devi,” the official said.

Rahul Yadav married Lalu Prasad’s 
daughter Ragini Yadav in 2013.

According to the agency officials, the 
case pertains to alleged money laundering of  
funds by Delight Marketing Private Ltd. The 
officials suspect that the same money was 
used to buy the shares of Delight Marketing 
between 2010-11 and 2012-13.

The ED is probing financial irregularities 
in the case under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) against Lalu Ya-
dav, his son Tejashwi Yadav and other family 
members.

On July 27, the ED had registered a case 

under the PMLA following an FIR by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and 
is probing the trail of funds allegedly trans-
ferred through shell companies. 

The CBI registered a corruption case on 
July 5 against Lalu Prasad, Rabri Devi and 
Tejashwi Yadav for alleged irregularities in 
the allotment of  contracts for two Indian 
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) hotels in Ranchi and Puri in 2006 
to a private firm when the RJD chief was 
Railway Minister.

The contracts were given to Sujata Ho-
tels, a company owned by Vijay and Vinay 
Kochhar, allegedly in lieu of  bribe in the 
form of a plot of prime land in Bihar, the 
CBI said.

According to the CBI, by 2014, Delight 
Marketing’s shares were taken over com-
pletely by Lalu Prasad’s family members for 
just Rs 64 lakh, against the circle rate of Rs 
32.5 crore for the property and market value 
of Rs 94 crore. 

The company’s name was later changed 
to Lara Projects and then turned into a lim-
ited liability partnership firm. 

Apart from Ahluwalia Contractors’ 
promoter Bikramjeet Singh Ahluwalia, who 
has also been questioned in the case, former 
Union Minister Prem Chand Gupta’s wife 
Sarla Gupta and then IRCTC Managing Di-
rector P.K. Goel are also accused in the case.

In a separate case of money laundering, 
the financial probe agency has questioned 
Lalu Prasad’s Rajya Sabha Member daugh-
ter Misa Bharti and her husband Shailesh 
Kumar several times.

Chandigarh,  Jan.  16 
(IANS): Following alle-
gations of  corruption and 
money laundering against 
him, Punjab’s powerful cabi-
net minister Rana Gurjit 
Singh has submitted his res-
ignation from the Congress 
government in the state. 
However, Chief  Minister 
Amarinder Singh is yet to 
accept the resignation, gov-
ernment sources said on 
Tuesday.

Rana Gurjit Singh, who 
is the Irrigation and Power 
Minister, has courted con-
troversies in the past few 
months in the multi-crore 
sand mining auctions done 
in the 10-month-old Ama-
rinder Singh government.

People associated with 
Gurjit Singh and his compa-
nies had bagged multi-crore 
rupee sand mining contracts 
in May last year. One of  
these people was a cook with 
Rana Gurjit earlier. 

It was alleged that these 
people were just fronts for 

the minister and his com-
panies and the sand mining 
contracts were picked up 
through benami means.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) and Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) were seeking the 
resignation of Rana Gurjit 
following the serious allega-
tions of  corruption against 
him. AAP leader and Pun-
jab’s Leader of Opposition 
Sukhpal Singh Khaira said 
on Tuesday that Rana Gur-
jit’s resignation was long 
overdue.

The Minister and his son 
were recently issued sum-
mons by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) following 
allegations of money laun-
dering abroad.

The billionaire minister, 
who has business interests 
in liquor and sugar manu-
facturing, is considered close 
to Amarinder Singh. The 
Chief  Minister had been 
defending him despite the 
corruption controversies 
around him.

Mumbai, Jan. 16 (PTI): A 
warship of the Japan Mari-
time Self  Defence Force 
(JMSDF) arrived today on 
a three-day visit to Mumbai, 
where its crew will take part 
in a slew of events.

It is on a three-day visit 
to Mumbai and the Japa-
nese officials on board the 
ship called on their coun-
terparts from the Western 
Naval Command (WNC), 
the Indian Navy said in a 
statement.

The delegation will also 
visit the INS Kochi, the in-
digenous guided missile de-
stroyer of the Western Fleet.

“Both navies share 
converging views on the 
maritime areas of  freedom 
of  navigation in the South 
China sea, anti- piracy, 

humanitarian assistance, 
disaster relief  and informa-
tion sharing. Japan has also 
been an important trade 
partner and a supportive 
friend of  India,” the state-
ment said.

During the visit, Capt 
Saito and Cdr Michiaki 
Mori (CO Amagiri) are 
scheduled to call on Rear 
Admiral R B Pandit, Flag 
Officer Commanding West-
ern Fleet, and other senior 
officers of the WNC.

A similar delegation 
from the Japan Coast 
Guard, headed by Su-
perintendent Katsuhiko 
Sugiyama, Commanding 
Officer, Somalia Dispatch 
Investigation Team, today 
visited the headquarters of  
the Coast Guard Region 

(West) here.
The delegation called on 

Inspector General K R Nau-
tiyal, Commander, Coast 
Guard Region (W), and 
interacted with other offic-
ers from the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG).

The delegation is part 
of  the crew on-board Ama-
giri which is visiting Mum-
bai after an anti-piracy pa-
trol in the Gulf  of  Aden, 
the ICG said in a separate 
statement.

As part of  interaction 
between the two maritime 
nations, a Japanese Coast 
Guard ship is also participat-
ing in a search and rescue 
exercise (SAREX) being 
conducted by the ICG off  
the Chennai coast on Janu-
ary 17-18, it added.

New Delhi,  Jan.  16 
(IANS): Taking excep-
tion to an RSS leader’s 
criticism of  Supreme 
Cour t  judges ’  move 
against the Chief  Jus-
tice, the Congress on 
Tuesday accused the 
BJP of  attacking judici-
ary through “RSS func-
tionaries” and told it not 
to “muddle and polar-
ise” the issue.

“Sad and deplorable! 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata 
Party) attacks judiciary 
through RSS function-
aries. All the ‘Nation’ 
wants is the issues raised 
by the senior-most judg-
es to be resolved, but for 
which ‘democracy’ is in 
peril. BJP government 
should help resolution 
than muddle and polar-
ise,” Congress leader 
Randeep Singh Surjew-
ala said in a tweet. 

J.  N a n d a k u m a r, 
Akhil  Bharatiya Sah 
Boudhik Pramukh of  
the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak  Sangh  (RSS) , 

was reported to have 
accused the four judges 
of  hatching a “perfect 
political conspiracy” in 
a Facebook comment he 
posted on January 13. 

According to news 
r e por t s,  in  h i s  pos t 
written in Malayalam, 
Nandakumar questioned 
the “critical timing” of  
the judges’ press confer-
ence and termed it as an 
attack on the “uncom-
promising faith of  the 
people in the judicial 
system” and the judges’ 
of  “poisoning the wa-
ters”. 

Supreme Court Jus-
tices J. Chelameshwar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, Kurien 
Joseph and Madan B. 
Lokur, last week on Fri-
day had expressed con-
cerns about the need to 
protect the institution of  
the judiciary, raising ap-
prehensions about Chief  
Justice of  India Dipak 
Misra bypassing the set 
norms in allocation of  
cases to benches.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): Rebel AAP 
MLA Kapil Mishra and BJP MLA Man-
jinder Sirsa were marshalled out of  Delhi 
Assembly House here on Tuesday.

Mishra was marshalled out after he 
ignored repeated warnings to desist from 
advancing to Speaker Ram Niwas Goel’s 
podium. Sirsa was marshalled out as he 
objected to this.

“Sirsa tried to stop the marshals’ way 
(while they were taking away Mishra). I’m 
forwarding this matter to the Privilege Com-
mittee,” Goel said.

Outside the House, Sirsa and Mishra 
objected to the Speaker’s decision.

“Rajya Sabha seats have been sold and 
there should be discussion on this. Voters 

have been insulted,” Mishra said, holding 
out the poster of AAP Rajya Sabha-elect Su-
shil Gupta with a snake around Gupta’s neck 
and Kejriwal’s head instead of the snake’s.

He said that he was marshalled out for 
holding out the poster inside the House, 
while AAP MLAs had done the same in the 
House on Monday and no action was taken 
against them.

On Monday, AAP MLAs had protested 
in the well of the house by holding out post-
ers against BJP and none were marshalled 
out for the conduct.

Meanwhile, Sirsa said that he was not 
blocking the way of Marshalls.

“I was just asking Kapil to go out. They 
(AAP) are scared of me,” he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
The central government on 
Tuesday said it has decided 
to withdraw subsidy given to 
Muslims for the annual Haj 
pilgrimage.

Announcing the deci-
sion, Union Minority Affairs 
Minister Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi said it was in line with 
the government’s agenda to 
empower minorities without 
appeasing them.

“This is part of our pol-
icy to empower minorities 
with dignity and without 
appeasement,” Naqvi told 
reporters here.

He said the government 
would utilise the funds saved 
from withdrawing the sub-
sidy for education of minori-
ties, particularly girls.

Naqvi said the subsidy 
amount ranged from Rs 
500-700 crore, which mainly 
went to the national carrier 
Air India that flew the pil-
grims to Jeddah, along with 
Saudi Airlines, in a 50:50 
ratio.

With the government 
already moving ahead with 

privatisation of  Air India, 
the subsidy would not make 
sense, he felt.

Naqvi said the with-
drawal of  subsidy would 
not make much difference 
in the airfare from major 
cities like Mumbai, Delhi, 
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru 
and Kolkata, though it 
would make travel costlier 
from smaller cities.

“But to offset this cost 
hike, we have for the first 
time given the choice to pil-
grims to select their point 
of  embarkation. So, for 
example, a pilgrim from 
Srinagar may now embark 
from Delhi, or a pilgrim 
from Gaya may embark 
from Kolkata etc., to avoid 
extra expenses,” Naqvi 
said.

However, the Minister 
said that the government 
would “fulfil all its respon-
sibilities it has towards its 
citizens” and would make 
all the arrangements for the 
pilgrims in Saudi Arabia 
apart from ensuring their 
safety, security and comfort.

The government had 
drafted the policy to abolish 
the Haj subsidy in phased 
manner after the Supreme 
Court asked it in 2012 to 
withdraw it gradually by 
2022.

Last year, the govern-
ment had formed a com-
mittee comprising eminent 
Muslims headed by retired 
IAS Afzal Amanullah to 
revise India’s Haj policy. 

The committee had rec-
ommended abolition of Haj 
subsidy and allowing wom-
en above 45 years of  age 
to proceed on Haj without 
“mehram” (male guardian), 
among other things.

The government ac-
cepted most of  the recom-
mendations made by the 
committee.

This year, the highest 
number of  Indian pilgrims 
are likely to go for the pil-
grimage after Saudi Arabia 
increased India’s quota by 
5,000. 

A total of 1.75 lakh In-
dian Muslims can go for Haj 
this year.

Kolkata, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
In an effort to move away 
from West Bengal’s ‘inves-
tor-wary’ image and woo 
much-needed investments, 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday said 
its people will dedicate their 
hearts to Indian and foreign 
industrialists if they infused 
capital in the state.

Inaugurating the fourth 
edition of  Bengal Global 
Business Summit, she also 
assured industrialists that 
there is “no pressure, dis-
crimination, and intimida-
tion” in the state and Bengal 
has only “love and affection” 
for them.

“If you invest in Bengal, 
the state will give you every-
thing. We cannot invest, but 
we can dedicate our heart 
and ourselves to you.

“We love India and 
unity of India. We love tol-
erance. You must invest in 
Bengal. The state is attract-
ing businesses from all over 
the world like never before. 
There is no pressure, dis-
crimination, intimidation... 
only love, affection and at-
traction is here,” she said.

The business summit 
was attended by a host of  

prominent industrialists, in-
cluding L.N. Mittal of Arce-
lor Mittal, Sajjan Jindal of  
JSW Steel, Kishor Biyani of  
Future group, Uday Kotak, 
the head of  Kotak group, 
and Sanjiv Goenka, chair-
man of RP-Sanjiv Goenka 
group.

The Czech Republic, 
France, Germany, Poland, 
Italy, Japan, China, South 
Korea, Britain and the UAE 
are among the 32 overseas 
nations participating at the 
mega business gathering.

More than 4,000 del-
egates have attended the 
mega business gathering, 
Banerjee said adding that 
Chinese delegation com-
prises 39 members, Poland’s 
team 50 members, South 
Korea 48 members, Italy has 
40 delegates and the British 
number 25.

However, no Union 
Ministers were present at 
the summit and their ab-
sence could be attributed to 
the deteriorating relations 
between the BJP-led central 
government and the state’s 
Trinamool Congress regime.

The Chief Minister also 
said the state holds potential 
in power, port, agro-based 

industries, IT and ITes, ur-
ban development, health 
and education and many 
other sectors.

Reminding investors 
that West Bengal was the 
gateway to the northeast-
ern states and neighbouring 
countries of Nepal, Bhutan 
and Bangladesh, Banerjee 
made a passionate appeal 
to them to come to the state.

Banerjee also said the 
state emerged as the number 
one in many parameters, 
including e-governance and 
digital applications in deliv-
ering public services despite 
the “long legacy” of the Left 
Front government of “doing 
nothing”.

“No man-days were lost. 
Six years ago, man-days lost 
was 78 lakh due to agitations 
during the regime of the Left 
Front (that ruled Bengal be-
tween 1977 and 2011). 

Banerjee claimed that 
Maharashtra and other 
states are saturated and 
Bengal is the new invest-
ment destination now, hav-
ing created more than 81 
lakh employment oppor-
tunities within six years of  
the Trinamool government 
regime.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Two killed as explosion destroys 
Belgium buildings
Brussels, Jan. 16 (IANS): At least two people died in 
an explosion that destroyed three apartment buildings in 
the Belgian city of Antwerp, police reported on Tuesday. 
The blast, which rocked Paardenmarkt street late on 
Monday, injured 14 others, one of whom was in critical 
condition, Efe news agency reported. “Police confirm: 
two victims found under the rubble, both deceased. 
Victims not yet identified. Investigation into the cause 
of the explosion ongoing,” Antwerp Police tweeted. No 
official confirmation has been yet given about the cause 
of the explosion, but police have ruled out terrorism. 
Three apartment buildings collapsed onto a pizzeria and 
seven other neighbouring buildings were damaged. The 
explosion occurred just 100 feet away from a 19th-century 
Neo-Gothic church.  Images by an epa photographer on 
the ground showed firefighters crowded around the shell 
of the buildings, which were hollowed out by the blast. 
Antwerp’s Mayor, Bart de Wever, said on Twitter that 
his thoughts were with the victims and their families. 
“Antwerp will support you,” he said. 

47 injured in school bus crash in 
Germany
Berlin, Jan. 16 (IANS): At least 47 people, including 
children, were injured in a school bus crash involving 
several vehicles in Germany on Tuesday morning, 
according to local media. In the accident, the bus got off  
the road and collided with several cars before crashing 
head-on into a house wall in the southern German town 
of Eberbach, Xinhua news agency reported, quoting the 
Focus Online. A police spokesman in Eberbach, the state 
of Baden-Wuerttemberg, said that 37 people were slightly 
injured and 10 others were in serious condition. Every 
morning, the bus picks up students from the surrounding 
communities and sends them to Eberbach, which is 
located in the Rhine-Neckar district on the border with 
Hesse, east of Mannheim.

5 killed in insurgent mortar shelling 
in Afghanistan
Kabul, Jan. 16 (IANS): Five civilians were killed and 
45 others injured as insurgent used mortar to shell a 
local bazaar in Afghanistan’s northern province on 
Tuesday, police said. The incident occurred in the 
morning as insurgents fired three rounds of  mortars 
against Khwaja Sabz Posh district’s market in Faryab 
province, Xinhua reported. The wounded were shifted 
to the district hospital. The number of casualties was 
likely to increase as some of the wounded were in critical 
condition, police said.  Police said that among those 
wounded were children and women. No group has 
claimed responsibility for the attack, but Taliban militants 
and Islamic State (IS) fighters have a presence in parts 
of  Faryab. The province has been the scene of heavy 
clashes between security forces and militants over the past 
months. More than 2,640 civilians were killed and over 
5,370 others injured in conflict-related incidents in the 
first nine months of 2017, according to figures released 
by the UN mission in the country.

5 security personnel killed in Pakistan
Islamabad, Jan. 16 (IANS): At least five security 
personnel were killed and six others injured in a gun 
attack in Pakistan’s Balochistan province late on Monday. 
According to the reports, some unknown gunmen 
opened fire at a vehicle carrying security personnel in 
Shapok area of Turbat, a district in Balochistan, Xinhua 
reported. Following the ambush, the driver could not 
keep control over the vehicle and it overturned and 
skidded off  the road. The injured were rushed to the 
hospital in Turbat city. However, there are no reports 
about their condition yet. Security forces have cordoned 
off the area and started a search operation to arrest the 
attackers. Ethnic violence has claimed thousands of lives 
in the province. Militants belonging to nationalist groups 
have been killing and kidnapping government officials  
and pro-goverment elders in the provience

Bridge collapse kills 10 in Colombia
Bogota, Jan .16 (IANS): At least 10 people were killed 
on Monday when a bridge under construction in central 
Colombia collapsed. Another two people were missing 
and four others were injured when the structure fell along 
a tract of a highway that links the capital Bogota with 
the nearby city of Villavicencio, officials said, Xinhua 
reported. Jorge Diaz, director of Civil Defense for the 
department of Meta, said the victims were construction 
workers who fell from a height of approximately 280 
meters. Some 20 workers were on the bridge at the time 
of the accident. “Ten people are dead. Nine died at the 
site of  the accident and one was taken to a hospital, 
where he died,” Diaz told local media.The bridge was 
just 20 meters away from completion, a Caracol News 
anchor said.

Pak agencies foil terror plot; 
arrest 2 JuA terrorists 
Lahore, Jan. 16 (PTI): Pakistan’s law enforcement 
agencies have foiled an attack on a security check 
point in Lahore and arrested two Jamaat-ul-Ahrar 
terrorists, officials said today. On a tip off provided by an 
intelligence agency, the Counter-Terrorism Department 
of Punjab Police raided a house in densely populated 
Harbanspura area and arrested Jamaat-ul- Ahrar’s 
Lahore chapter activists - Amjad Khan and Daood Khan. 
According to a spokesperson of  CTD, both suspects 
had planned to target a security check post in Lahore. 
Some hand grenades, small-scale arms and guns have 
been recovered from the suspects. Jamaat-ul-Ahrar 
spokesperson Asad Mansoor yesterday surrendered 
along with two associates in Dera Ismail Khan. nThe 
JuA, based in Nangarhar province of Afghanistan, has 
been involved in a series of terror attacks inside Pakistan.

Brussels, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Brexit could still be avoided 
if UK citizens changed their 
minds and decided they did 
not want their country to 
leave the European Union, 
European Council Presi-
dent Donald Tusk said on 
Tuesday.

Taking to Twitter, Tusk 
said Europe had never had 
a change of heart and was 
still open to the UK, follow-
ing many calls from within 
the UK to hold a second 
referendum on the country’s 
future within the bloc, Efe 
news agency reported.

“Unless there is a change 
of heart among our British 
friends, Brexit will become a 
reality -- with all its negative 

consequences -- in March 
next year,” he said.

In his first speech of  
the year to the European 
Parliament, he said David 
Davis, chief  Brexit negotia-
tor for the UK, had himself  
said that if  a democracy 
could not change its mind, 
it stopped being a democ-
racy.

His statements were 
made amid a new wave of  
outrage among pro-Remain 
Britons, who were reacting 
to an interview by Brexit 
campaigner and Foreign 
Minister Boris Johnson, who 
on Monday said his famous 
claim that Brexit could see 
350 million pounds ($483 
million) pumped weekly into 

the British economy was too 
low an estimate.

In an exclusive interview 
with The Guardian news-
paper, Johnson said up to 
438 million pounds could 
actually be made every week 
in the UK once Brexit was fi-
nalised, a figure even higher 
than his original prediction 
that had been emblazoned 
on campaign buses and dis-
proved by experts.

“He sold Brexit on a 
false prospectus and with 
the NHS in crisis people are 
rightly asking where is the 
money and if it’s not forth-
coming they should have the 
right to change their mind. 

The man is a snake oil 
salesman,” said Eloise Todd, 

CEO of Best for Britain, an 
organisation trying to fight 
Brexit.

The calls for a second 
referendum on the country’s 
imminent departure from 
the EU have grown, and 
even Nigel Farage, the leader 
of  the United Kingdom 
Independence Party, whose 
main goal was Brexit, has 
said that a new vote would 
be useful.

Farage argued on Thurs-
day that another Brexit ref-
erendum would reinforce 
the pro-Leave position in 
a country split in half, but 
Remain backers said support 
for their position had grown 
and welcomed a call they 
believed could halt Brexit.

Washington, Jan. 16 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has said he 
was “totally misrepresented” by those 
saying he used the term “s**thole” to 
describe African nations last week.

He was responding to a claim by 
Democratic Senator Dick Durbin that 
he used “vile and racist” language dur-
ing a meeting on immigration reform, 
BBC reported on Monday.

The alleged remarks sparked glo-
bal outrage and demands that he 
apologise.“There is no other word one 
can use but racist,” said a UN spokes-
man. On Monday, two senators who 
said he did indeed use the disparaging 
remark stood by their account of what 
took place.

The row broke out after Republi-
can and Democratic lawmakers visited 
the President in the Oval Office on 
Thursday to work on a proposal for an 
immigration deal.

A key issue they need to agree 
on is what to do with an Obama-era 
scheme that protects around 800,000 
young people who entered the US 
illegally as children -- known as the 
Dreamers.

 But the alleged slur was uttered 
during another topic for discussion -- 
the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
given to a number of nationalities cur-
rently living in the country.

In recent weeks, the Trump ad-
ministration has made a series of an-
nouncements that have brought that 
status to an end. Hours after the meet-
ing, reports emerged that Trump had 
asked: “Why are we having all these 
people from s**thole countries come 
here?” The US should be taking in 
migrants from countries like Norway, 
he is reported to have said.

Accounts suggest that when 
Trump was told that the largest groups 

of  immigrants with that status were 
from El Salvador, Honduras and Haiti, 
the President responded: “Haitians? 
Do we need more Haitians?”

On Friday, Durbin said: “I can-
not believe that in the history of  the 
White House, in that Oval Office, any 
president has ever spoken the words 
that I personally heard our president 
speak yesterday. 

“President Trump said things that 
were hate-filled, vile, and racist. He 
used those words repeatedly.” Trump 
responded by saying his language was 
“tough” but not the language used in 
the news reports. He also denied he 
was a racist.

And on Monday, he tweeted that 
Durbin had “totally misrepresented 
what was said”.He also blamed the 
Democratic senator for the apparent 
impasse over negotiations to reach a 
solution on the Dreamers.

Belgrade, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
A leading Kosovo Serb 
politician was on Tuesday 
fatally shot outside his party 
offices in Mitrovica, a res-
tive Serb-held city in Kos-
ovo, media reports said.

Oliver Ivanovic, 64, was 
gunned down by unidenti-
fied assailants as he arrived 
at his SDP party headquar-
ters just after 8 a.m. and was 
later pronounced dead by 
medical staff  at Mitrovica 
Hospital.

He was shot five times in 
the chest, Efe news agency 
reported, quoting Serbian 
state TV.

The Serb politician, who 
previously served as head of  
the Serbian government’s 
Ministry for Kosovan Af-
fairs, had been sentenced to 

United Nations, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
The Security Council has conclud-
ed a secret fact-finding mission to 
Afghanistan in a show of support 
for the war-torn nation where it de-
nounced the activities of terrorists 
there, the UN Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) an-
nounced Monday.

UNAMA said that the Coun-
cil members “expressed concerns 
about the security environment in 
Afghanistan, including the pres-
ence of  Al Qaeda, Taliban and 
ISIL (Islamic State)-Khorasan 
Province-affiliated fighters, as well 
as about the nexus of terrorism and 
organized crime.”

“All parties reiterated the need 
for greater international and re-

gional security cooperation,” it 
added.

The three-day visit that began 
Saturday was lead by Council 
President Kairat Umarov, who is 
also the Permanent Representative 
of  Kazakhstan. All the 15 mem-
bers of  the Council participated 
in the mission. They included US 
Permanent Representative Nikki 
Haley and the Netherlands Perma-
nent Representative Karel van Oos-
terom, who is the Council member 
responsible for Afghanistan.

Umarov announced last Tues-
day that a mission was forthcom-
ing, but when it took place the visit 
was kept a secret because of the se-
curity situation in Afghanistan and 
was disclosed only after it ended.

During meetings with the 
Council members, Afghan officials 
expressed satisfaction with the de-
velopment by India of the Chaba-
har port in Iran, which provides a 
sea link for Afghanistan, UNAMA 
said. It also has the potential to give 
other Central Asian countries a 
link to the warm waters.

India has already sent the first 
consignment of 1.1 million tonnes 
of wheat to Afghanistan using the 
port and roads it has built to con-
nect it to the country.

The officials also said they 
hoped projects like the Turkmen-
istan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 
Pipeline (TAPI) for transporting 
gas would be implemented rapidly.

Council members met Afghan-

istan’s President Ashraf  Ghani, 
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdul-
lah, other officials, NGOs, repre-
sentatives of political parties and 
the leaders of  the US-let NATO 
mission there. This was the first 
visit of  Security Council to Af-
ghanistan in about seven years. The 
last visit was in June 2010.

The latest visit came ahead of  
a high-level Council meeting on 
Afghanistan on Friday to be pre-
sided over by Kazakhstan’s Foreign 
Minister Kairat Abdrakhmanov. 
Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister 
Salahuddin Rabbani and ministers 
of other countries are also expected 
at the meeting.

Members of the Independent 
Election Commission and the 

Electoral Complaints Commis-
sion briefed the delegation on the 
preparations for the upcoming 
parliamentary and district council 
elections in 2018, UNAMA said.

Council members emphasised 
the need for electoral reforms and 
the importance of  increasing the 
participation of  women in elec-
tions, it added.

“Both Security Council mem-
bers and Afghan officials called for 
improved cooperation and coordi-
nation in the region, underscoring 
the need for the international com-
munity, particularly neighbouring 
countries, to support and cooperate 
with Afghanistan, especially in 
countering terrorism,” UNAMA 
said.

Tehran, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani on Tuesday said 
Palestine remains the most 
important issue for the Is-
lamic world, media reports 
said.

After the collapse of the 
Islamic State (IS) in Iraq 
and Syria, the issue of Pal-
estine has regained its im-
portance for the Muslims, 
Xinhua quoted Rouhani as 
saying.

Rouhani urged the Is-
lamic states to unite for the 
creation of a “calm region 
and peaceful foreign rela-
tions” and said Iran views 
no country as its “competi-
tor” in the region.

“ S o m e  c o u n t r i e s , 
however, are following 
the wrong path and seek 
to widen the rifts among 
Muslim nations under the 

US and Israel’s influence,” 
Rouhani said.

He criticised some Mus-
lim states for what he called 
their dependence on foreign 
powers, saying “the experi-
ences of  modern history 
teach us that these powers 
solely think about their own 
interests”.

Iran believes it could 
even engage in negotia-
tions and cooperation with 
the countries with which it 
has differences of  opinion 
based on mutual respect, 
he added. 

The ongoing meet-
ing of  the Parliamentary 
Union of  the OIC, which 
will last until Wednesday, 
is being attended by par-
liament speakers, deputy 
speakers, and parliamen-
tary delegations from 44 
countries.

Ankara, Jan. 16 (PTI/
AFP): President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan today 
vowed Turkey would soon 
begin an operation against 
towns in Syria controlled by 
Kurdish militia, calling the 
areas “nests” of terror.

The Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units (YPG) 
militia controls key Syrian 
northern towns including 
Manbij and Afrin and is an 
ally of  the US but Ankara 
accuses the group of being a 
terror organisation.

“Tomorrow, (or) the day 
after, (or) within a short 
period, we will get rid of  
terror nests one-by-one in 
Syria starting with Afrin 
and Manbij” in northern 
Syria, Erdogan promised in 
his weekly televised speech 
to his faction in parliament.

Turkey, which from 
August 2016 to March 
2017 waged its Euphrates 
Shield cross-border opera-
tion in Syria, has repeatedly 
threatened a new operation 
against the YPG.

Erdogan told reporters 
after that the Afrin operation 
would be undertaken “to-

Tokyo, Jan. 16 (IANS): Japanese authori-
ties recovered seven corpses, allegedly of  
North Korean fishermen, as another “ghost 
ship” from the country ran ashore along the 
western coast of Japan, the police said on 
Tuesday. 
The fishing boat was discovered on Janu-
ary 10 along the Kanazawa coast, although 
authorities could only inspect the boat on 
Monday owing to strong currents, a local 
police spokesperson told Efe news agency.

Although the corpses could not be identi-
fied, the police believe them to be of North 
Korean fishermen, since the wooden boat 
was carrying a badge with a picture of Kim 

Il-sung, the founder of North Korea.
Apart from the seven highly decomposed 

bodies, the authorities also found an eighth 
corpse nearby, although its origin or identity 
has not been established yet, according to the 
spokesperson.

In 2017, 104 North Korean ghost ships 
with a total of 35 corpses, had run ashore 
in Japan. 

Some experts believe tougher economic 
sanctions against North Korea owing to its 
repeated weapons tests, along with a bad 
winter harvest, might have led the fishermen 
to venture away from North Korean waters 
in search of a good seafood catch.

Dhaka, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Bangladesh and Myanmar 
have agreed that the repa-
triation of  Rohingya refu-
gees on Bangladeshi territo-
ry will be completed within 
two years of  the process 
beginning, the Bangladesh 
Foreign Ministry said on 
Tuesday.

The agreement, adopt-
ed in Dhaka by the Joint 
Working Group formed 
to start repatriating the 
over 650,000 Rohingyas 
who have arrived in Bang-
ladesh since August, also 
establishes that the repa-
triation will be based on 
considering the family as 
a unit, Efe news agency 
reported.

The working group has 
been meeting over the last 
two days in Naypyidaw 
to discuss the return of  
the Rohingyas, a Muslim 
minority, to Myanmar -- an 
option rejected by several 
human rights organisations 
who believe that the neces-
sary conditions to ensure 
the safety of  this minority 

on Myanmar territory are 
still not in place.

Myanmar will “con-
sider resettling the peo-
ple staying at the zero line 
on a priority basis”, says 
the agreement, which ex-
plains that modalities for 
repatriation of  orphans 
and children born out of  
“unwarranted incidence” 
have been incorporated in 
the agreement.

Myanmar and Bangla-
desh signed an agreement 
on November 23, 2017 to 
repatriate the Rohingyas, 
who have arrived in the 
latter country since August 
and whose number, ac-
cording to the latest figure 
released by the United Na-
tions on Monday, has risen 
to 655,500.

According to the agree-
ment, the repatriation proc-
ess had to start within two 
months of  the signing of  
the agreement. The cri-
sis erupted on August 25 
when the Myanmar Army 
launched an operation in 
western Myanmar’s Ra-

khine state -- where around 
1 million Rohingyas were 
living -- in retaliation for 
an attack by a Rohingya in-
surgent group on multiple 
government posts.

The UN and various 
human rights organisa-
tions have said there is clear 
evidence of  rights abuses 
in Myanmar, with the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Human Rights calling the 
Army’s operations “eth-
nic cleansing” and saying 
there were indications of  a 
“genocide”.

 Last week, the Myan-
mar Army acknowledged 
extrajudicial killings of  
Rohingyas, who were bur-
ied in a common grave in 
September.

In a study released 
in December, non-profit 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders) 
said at least 6,700 Rohing-
yas, including 730 children 
aged less than five years, 
had been killed in Myan-
mar during the first month 
of  the crisis.

Islamabad, Jan. 16 (IANS): A hearing of  
corruption references against former Pa-
kistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, his 
daughter and son-in-law, is underway in an 
accountability court in Islamabad, media 
reports said.

This is the 13th time the ousted prime 
minister is appearing before an account-
ability court.

Nawaz flew in with daughter Maryam 
Nawaz and her husband retired Captain 
Safdar from Lahore on Tuesday morning 
and made his way to court after a brief stay 
at Punjab House, Dawn.com reported on 
Tuesday. 

A heavy contingent of police was seen 
stationed outside the court on their arrival.

Three witnesses are expected to record 

their statements in front of Judge Moham-
mad Bashir, who will hear the references.

A five-member bench of the Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court on July 28 had directed Na-
tional Accountability Bureau (NAB) to file 
references against Nawaz and his children 
in six weeks in the accountability court and 
directed the trial court to decide the refer-
ences within six months.

The Supreme Court also assigned Justice 
Ijazul Ahsan a supervisory role to moni-
tor the progress of the accountability court 
proceedings.

The former premier and his sons, Has-
san and Hussain, have been named in all 
three NAB references, while Maryam and 
husband Safdar have been named only in the 
Avenfield reference.

gether” with Syrian opposi-
tion fighters, like the Euphra-
tes Shield action against the 
YPG and the Islamic State 
extremist group.

Turkey says the YPG 
is a branch of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), which has waged 
an insurgency inside Turkey 
since 1984.

The Turkish president 
called on NATO, of which 
Turkey has been a member 
since 1952, to take a stand 
against attacks on Turkey.

“Hey NATO! You are 
obliged to take a stand with 

your partners in the event 
of  any border aggression,” 
Erdogan thundered. “Until 
now, what position have you 
taken?”  Turkish Chief  of  
Staff  General General Hu-
lusi Akar is in Brussels until 
Wednesday for meetings 
with his NATO counter-
parts including US military’s 
top figure General Joseph 
Dunford.

Despite friction between 
the NATO allies, Erdogan 
said he was “not consider-
ing making a call” to US 
President Donald Trump, 
according to Turkish media.

nine years in jail after being 
found guilty of war crimes 
by a specialised European 

Union court, although an 
appeals court in Kosovo’s 
capital had overturned the 

ruling and ordered a fresh 
trial.

He allegedly ordered the 
killing of  ethnic Albanians 
in 1999 during the Kosovo 
war. Albanians comprise 
the majority of  Kosovo’s 
population.

Kosovo declared in-
dependence from Serbia 
in 2008, a move that was 
never fully recognised by 
Belgrade, which has main-
tained it is an autonomous 
region of the country.

Northern Mitrovica has 
a majority Serb population 
and has been administered 
independently from the rest 
of  Kosovo as per the cur-
rently pending EU initiative 
to create the Community 
of  Serb Municipalities in 
Kosovo.
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‘Padmaavat’ banned in 
Haryana – Minister
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s “Padmaavat” has been banned by 
the BJP government in Haryana. Haryana Health Minister 
Anil Vij tweeted on Tuesday about the ban being imposed 
on the movie, which is set to release nationwide on Janu-
ary 25. “Film Padmavati/Padmavat banned in Haryana,” 
Vij wrote on Twitter. The decision was taken at a Haryana 
cabinet meeting.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150HILL STAR 

11.30 am, 8 pm: 1921  
(Hindi)horror  5pm:  JUMANJI  (Eng) 2D

2pm: TIGER ZINDA 
HAI (Hindi) 

Movie Schedule

Liam Gallagher 
still takes drugs

Manish Malhotra awarded for ‘Mughal-e-Azam’ musical

Kris Jenner feels Kylie 
is being exploited

Jane Fonda gets cancerous 
growth removed from lip

Sharon Stone had 5 per cent chance of living

A 
friend of The Cranberries singer 
Dolores ORiordan has said she 
sounded “full of life” just hours 
before her sudden demise.

The “Zombie” singer died here 
on Monday.

O’Riordan’s longtime friend and Eleven 
Seven International Managing Director Dan 
Waite revealed the 46-year-old Irish musician 
had left a voicemail on his phone hours before 
she died, reports people.com.

“Dolores left me a voice message just 
after midnight last night stating how much 
she loved Bad Wolves’ version of ‘Zombie’. 
She was looking forward to seeing me in the 
studio and recording vocals,” Waite said of 
O’Riordan’s remix of The Cranberries’ 1994 hit 
single with the hard rock band, Bad Wolves.

“She sounded full of life, was joking and 
excited to see me and my wife this week. The 
news of her passing is devastating and my 
thoughts are with Don her ex-husband, her 
children, and her mother,” he added.

O’Riordan was scheduled to record her 
vocals here on the day of her death.

Bad Wolves singer Tommy Vext expressed 
shock and grief at the news of her demise.

In a statement on Facebook, Vext wrote: 
“We are shocked and saddened at the news of 
Dolores’s passing, mere hours before she was 

to record vocals on our upcom-
ing version of ‘Zombie’. We have 
always had deep respect for her 
as an artist and a vocalist and she 
was never afraid to bare her soul in 
her music and lyrics.

“’Zombie’ is an incredibly personal 
song and although we are a hard rock 
band, we always felt the rawness and 
honesty she projected on stage and 
in her recordings was something to 
which all bands should aspire to, 
regardless of genre. When we heard 
she liked our version and wanted 
to sing on it, it was the greatest 
compliment a new band, or any 
band for that matter, could have 
received.

“Our hearts are broken that 
we were not able to see this 
collaboration through and 
our deepest condolences go 
out to her family, friends, 
loved ones and fans in Ire-
land and around the globe. 
We hope we can still make 
her proud by sharing our 
version of Zombie with 
the world.”

IANS

O
asis frontman 
Liam Gal-
lagher, who 
had last year 
blamed drug 

consumption for troubles 
in his personal life, says he 
is still taking substances.

Gallagher, 45, has said 
doesn’t indulge in them as 
much as he would like to. 
The revelation emerged 
when Gallagher said he 
would be a hypocrite if he 
tried to stop his children 
-- Lennon, 18, Molly, 20, 
Gene, 16, and Gemma, 4 
-- from experimenting, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

“So when they come 
and do drugs, I can’t say, 
‘don’t do drugs’. With girls 
and kids and women and 
******* divorces and all that 
****, and getting into scraps 
and not speaking to 
your brother, when 
I turn around to 
my two boys I go 
‘You two, stop 
arguing and get 
on with each 
other’, they 
turn around 
and go ‘oh 
**** off, look 
how you 
speak to your 
brother’,” he 
said.

The musi-
cian said he 
had big plans 

to “go in hard” on a drug-
fuelled binge when he can 
take time off from singing.

In August last year, he 
had told the Daily Star: 
“I’ve made some howlers 
in my personal life, I’ve 
had a couple of marriages 
and hurt my kids and that. 
So personally, my advice 
would be don’t take too 
many drugs and don’t 
drink too much alcohol. 
You should stop that 

because that 
gets you in 

situa-
tions.”

IANS

R
eality TV personality Kris 
Jenner fears her daughter 
Kylie, who is rumoured 
to be pregnant, is being 
“exploited” by her em-

ployees in her own home.
Kylie called her mother to in-

form her that she caught one of her 
employees taking photos of her in 
her own home. Kris is upset about 
it, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

“I really feel bad 
for Kylie because 
there’s always 
somebody that’s 
trying to exploit a 
certain situation,” 
Kris said.

“To have 
somebody in her 
own home trying 
to snap pictures they 
shouldn’t be snapping 
is really, really stress-
ful. You want to be able 
to trust the people that 
you’re surrounded by, but 
we have to really be on alert 
at all time, and that’s ex-
tremely upsetting when 
you feel like you can’t 
be in your own bed-
room or bathroom.”

The 62-year-old 
pondered whether 
she should be 
getting police 
involved.

She ques-
tioned: “Should 
we have her ar-
rested?”

Kris was also 
stressed over son 
Rob’s custody dis-
pute with former 
fiancee Blac Chyna 
over their daughter 
Dream, 14 months.

She said: “I’ve got 
kids with problems, I 
can’t stay anywhere for 
more than five minutes! I 
swear to God, I’m going to 
lock myself in a funny farm. 

There’s just a lot going on. It’s Rob 
and the whole custody thing, and 
settling, and it’s just wild. 

“It’s stressful, because at the 
end of the day, I’m trying to help 
him navigate this because he’s 
never gone through anything like 
this before.”

IANS

A
ctress Sharon Stone says she 
there was a time when she 
had just “five per cent chance” 
of surviving. It was when she 
suffered brain haemorrhage in 

2001.
Stone, 59, told CBS News that she had 

to re-learn “everything” when her life was 
“wiped out” as a result of the medical con-
dition, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The actress, who will be returning to 
TV in Steven Soderbergh’s “Mosaic”, said: 
“There was about a five per cent chance 
of me living. My whole life was wiped out. 
Others aren’t that interested in a broken 

person. I was alone.
“I’m sure I seemed peculiar com-

ing through this all these years, and 
I didn’t want to tell everybody what 
was happening because, you know, 
this is not a forgiving environ-
ment. I’m so grateful to have this. 
The chance of my having it was 
so slim.”

F
ashion designer 
Manish Malhotra 
has bagged the 
Best Original 
Costume Design 

Award for “Mughal-e-
Azam: The Musical” at 
the Broadway World India 
Awards.

“This is the 35th award 
in my career and I am very 
overwhelmed. This is the 
first time I have designed 
for a musical play and to 
get an award for that has 
been very touching. It has 
been a great experience to 
work on this musical ex-
travaganza and also been 
very challenging as 600 
costumes were required,” 

Dolores O’Riordan 
was ‘full of life’ 
hours before death

Malhotra said in a state-
ment. The designer, who 
has styled the likes of stars 
like Sridevi and Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, says a lot of 

hard work went into the 
creations. 

“It has been days and 
nights of work and I went 
all out to use pure fabrics 

and intricate embroider-
ies make the process and 
the journey worthwhile,” 
Malhotra said.

The musical, directed 

by Feroz Abbas Khan and 
produced by Shapoorji 
Pallonji, is based on the K. 
Asif-directorial “Mughal-
e-Azam” which starred 
thespian Dilip Kumar and 
beautiful Madhubala. 

“Working with 
Feroz who is a fabulous 
acclaimed play director 
and Shapoorji made it all 
tremendously satisfying 
experience,” he added.

“Mughal-e-Azam: The 
Musical” will return to 
regale Delhi audiences, 
staging its 100th show 
during its February 1-11 
schedule at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium.

IANS

While the “Basic Instinct” star is back in 
the film industry again, she still has some 
alone time and likes to spend some of it 
talking to her tree.

“I talk to my tree... it’s pretty fabulous, it 
smells so great,” said Stone, who has adopt-
ed sons Roan, 17, Laird, 12, and Quinn, 11.

She says she has “seen it all” in the enter-
tainment industry over the last 40 years, and 
is pleased to see women are becoming more 
“empowered”.

Asked if she has ever been in a posi-
tion when she has felt “uncomfortable”, she 
laughed and replied: “Oh, I’ve been in this 
business for 40 years. Can you imagine the 
business I stepped into 40 years ago?

“Looking like I look, from nowhere, 
Pennsylvania? I didn’t come here with any 
protection. I’ve seen it all. We’re starting to 
acknowledge our own gifts as women and 
not think that we have to behave as men in 
order to be empowered or powerful or valu-
able,” she said.

IANS

A
ctress Jane Fonda, 80, has revealed 
she got a cancerous growth removed 
from her lip.Fonda explained the 
bandages on her lower lip while pro-
moting the upcoming fourth season 

of her Netflix series “Grace and Frankie” on 
Monday, reports people.com.

“I just want to explain the bandage. I just 
had a cancer taken from my lip,” Fonda said.

“I thought it was going to heal in time 
before I came before you, but it’s fine. I just 
want to explain it. I don’t normally go around 
like this,” she added. Fonda also shared her 
recovery on Instagram Monday with a photo 
of her with her “Grace and Frankie” co-star Lily 
Tomlin.

“With Lily in NY. I’ve found a clever way 
to disguise my lip bandages from removal of 
cancer,” Fonda captioned it. She also discussed 
her cancer diagnosis with in a radio interview, 
where she said: “Hey listen, the world is fall-
ing apart, what’s a lip.” Fonda added that her 
doctor “dug into” her lip to remove the cancer. 
“Yeah, they did (biopsy). I’m going to be fine, 
thanks.” In 2010, Fonda removed a small tu-
mor from her breast during a routine checkup.

Season 4 of “Grace and Frankie” will debut 
on January 19.

      IANS
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Dinesh Karthik 

Virat Kohli

Lukaku (extreme right) piled on the misery in the 72nd minute with some physical play in the area, controlling Mar al’s pass on his chest, 
holding off a defender and turning to score from 15 yards.

A team of Jamaican bobsledders first gained fame in 1988 when they made their Olympic debut in Calgary, 
providing inspira on for the film “Cool Runnings”.

Players in ac on during an I-League match between Aizawl FC and East Bengal in Aizawl on Jan. 16.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1706            SUD0KU 1546
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1705

ACROSS
1. An object
6. Unwanted email
10. Movie
14. Equestrian
15. Urgent request
16. Hodgepodge
17. Snow house
18. Rabbit
19. Break in friendly relations
20. A remarkable development
22. Spouse
23. Filly’s mother
24. Among
26. Astrological transition point
30. Small portable bed
31. Father
32. Largest continent
33. Snake sound
35. Expire
39. Sequoia
41. Rude
43. Inclination
44. Wise one
46. Not short
47. What we sleep on
49. Hotel
50. Countercurrent
51. Scant
54. Be worthy of
56. Novice
57. Plastic wrap
63. Stink
64. Train track
65. Product of bees
66. Skin disease
67. Feudal worker
68. Gall

69. 365 days
70. Gave the once-over
71. Legions 

DOWN
1. Journey
2. Not low
3. Doing nothing
4. A noble gas
5. Spouse-to-be
6. Elliptical orbs
7. Venus and the Earth
8. Relating to aircraft
9. An unnaturally frenzied woman

10. Extremely impressive
11. Homeric epic
12. Elevators (British) 
13. Sacred song
21. Markedly masculine
25. Shopping center
26. A heavy open wagon
27. End ___
28. On the left or right
29. A type of lender
34. Communicated silently 

(British spelling)
36. Goad
37. Transmit

38. Jittery
40. Poems 
42. Slowly, in music
45. A company that flies
48. Edict
51. Roam
52. Portion
53. Rink
55. Ancient unit of dry measure
58. Not difficult
59. Vagabond
60. Rectum
61. Where a bird lives
62. Visual organs

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1545

Man United ease past Stoke City in EPL ICC slaps 25% match fee 

Cherüdiki wrestling meet on Jan. 23

‘Cool Runnings’ revisited as Jamaican women qualify in bobsled

Nagaland Olympic Association notifies

Stumper Karthik to replace 
injured Saha for 3rd Test

Aizawl hold East Bengal in I-League clash

Manchester,  Jan.  16 
(IANS): Amid talk of  the 
club being on pole position 
to rope in Arsenal forward 
Alexis Sanchez, Manches-
ter United displayed a clini-
cal performance to trounce 
struggling Stoke City 3-0 in 
an English Premier League 
(EPL) clash at a rainy Old 
Trafford here.

Two superbly taken 
first-half  strikes, from Anto-
nio Valencia and Anthony 
Martial, on Monday put 

United in the driver’s seat in 
the first half  before Romelu 
Lukaku made sure of  the 
win midway through the 
second half with a low drive 
from close.

The victory was vital for 
the Jose Mourinho-coached 
side after City lost 3-4 to 
Liverpool on Sunday. After 
23 games each, second-
placed United trail City by 
12 points. Liverpool and 
Chelsea have 47 points each 
but the former are third on a 

better goal difference.
Mourinho left Arme-

nian winger Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan out of  the squad 
amid reports that Arsenal 
were interested in him as 
part of a swap deal for Chile 
forward Sanchez, who is no 
longer a target for Manches-
ter City, according to British 
media reports.

In the ninth minute, 
United nosed ahead when 
skipper Valencia blasted cut 
inside on to his left foot to 

hammer into the far corner, 
well beyond the reach of vis-
iting keeper Jack Butland. 
Paul Lambert, Stoke’s new 
manager, watched from 
the stands, with the sacked 
Mark Hughes’ former as-
sistant Eddie Niedzwiecki 
in charge of the team.

There was a passage of  
play when Stoke attacked 
but there was no real threat 
to home goalkeeper David 
De Gea.

Seven minutes  be -

Kingston, Jan. 16 (PTI/
AFP): A Jamaican women’s 
bobsled team have qualified 
for next month’s Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
30 years after a men’s team 
from the Caribbean nation 
first made their fairytale 
appearance at the 1988 Cal-
gary Games, it was reported 
here Monday.

Local media citing the 
Jamaica Bobsleigh and 
Skeleton Federation said 
the women’s team sealed 
qualification over the week-
end. The three-member 
team comprises Carrie Rus-
sell, Audra Segree and pilot 
Jazmine Fenlator-Victorian.

Fenlator-Victorian, who 
has dual citizenship in the 

Centurion, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
India skipper Virat Kohli has 
been fined 25 per cent of his 
match fee for breaching the 
Code of Conduct during the 
third day’s play in the second 
Test against South Africa, 
ICC announced on Tuesday

Kohli received one de-
merit point for breaching 
Level 1 of the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) 
code of conduct during the 
South Africa’s second in-
nings.

“India captain Virat 
Kohli has been fined 25 per 
cent of his match fee and re-
ceived one demerit point for 
breaching Level 1 of the ICC 
Code of Conduct during the 
third day’s play,” ICC said in 
a statement. 

“Kohli was found to 
have breached Article 2.1.1 
of  the ICC Code of  Con-
duct for Players and Player 
Support Personnel, which 
relates to conduct that is 
contrary to the spirit of the 
game,” it added.

Level 1 breaches carry a 
minimum penalty of an offi-
cial reprimand, a maximum 
penalty of 50 per cent of a 
player’s match fee, and one 
or two demerit points.

fore the interval, United’s 
French winger Martial 
made it 2-0 with a sweet 
first-time finish after being 
set up by Paul Pogba who 
was brilliant on the night.

On the cusp of halftime, 
Stoke’s Swiss attacking mid-
fielder Xherdan Shaqiri 
tested keeper De Gea with 
a low drive.

It was all United after 
the break but despite a flur-
ry of  chances, they could 
not extend their lead and 
arguably put the match to 
bed until the 72nd minute. 
Lukaku showed enough 
power to hold off  his mark-
er and shoot into the bottom 
corner after good work from 
Martial.

“Stoke bought players 
to play football, they were 
not afraid to play and they 
created us problems in the 
first half,” said Mourinho 
after the match.

Niedzwiecki said he 
was unclear whether he 
would remain at the club 
once former Norwich City 
and Aston Villa boss Lam-
bert set up his own staff.

“Paul Lambert said a 
few words to the players in 
the hotel before the game 
but he showed me the re-
spect, it was my team today. 
I enjoyed the experience but 
it has been incredibly dif-
ficult personally,” he said.

“I will find out my future 
in the next 48 hours. I know 
how the game works.”

The incident happened 
on Monday in the 25th over 
of  South Africa’s second 
innings when Kohli contin-
ued to complain to umpire 
Michael Gough about the 
ball being affected by a damp 
outfield following a rain 
delay, before throwing the 
ball into the ground in an 
aggressive manner.

“After the day’s play, 
Kohli pleaded guilty to the 

offence and accepted the 
sanction proposed by Chris 
Broad of the Emirates Elite 
Panel of ICC Match Refer-
ees and, as such, there was 
no need for a formal hear-
ing,” the statement said.

The charge was levelled 
by on-field umpires Michael 
Gough and Paul Reiffel, 
third umpire Richard Kettle-
borough and fourth umpire 
Allahudien Palekar.

Kohima, Jan. 16 (EMN): 
The 52nd wrestling meet 
of  the Cherüdiki Youth 
and Sports Association 
is scheduled on Jan. 23 
at Chedema village local 
ground.

The inaugural function 
will be graced by former 
Nagaland wrestling cham-
pion, Kezhalelie Keretsü 

as the chief  guest, while 
Chedema village coun-
cil chairman, Seyievinyü 
Medom will be the guest 
of  honour.

Wrestlers from Chede-
ma, Rüsoma, Dihoma and 
Kijümetouma will take 
part in the competition.

The inaugural pro-
gramme will be chaired 

by CRDK president Zapu-
tuo Angami, while CBC 
pastor Razouvolie Üsou 
will pronounce the invoca-
tion, followed by a special 
number from Kezhalezo 
Pienyü. The administer-
ing of  oath to the players 
would be led by CRDK 
wrestling secretary, Duo-
sanyü Zhale.

Dimapur, Jan. 16 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Olympic Association (NOA) through its 
secretary general T Meren Paul in a press 
note congratulated all the district sports 
associations for successfully participating 
in the recently concluded 1st Nagaland 
Olympic Games, 2017 held at Dimapur 
from Dec. 12 till the 16th.

The NOA further congratulate all the 
members of various committees and asso-
ciations of the 12 sports disciplines in which 
the game was conducted for their all out 
effort to make the game a successful event.

In order to close the expenditure ac-
counts of the Game, it is hereby informed 
to all the district sports association to submit 
the utilisation certificate along with voucher 
for the additional fund provided to them for 
the return journey.

All the committees, the sports associa-
tions of the 12 disciplines are also requested 
to submit the utilisation certificate on 
account of  the money they have received 
and used along with voucher to the NOA 
Treasurer K. Kire, Retd IPS, for audit and 
onward submission to the government.

Aizawl, Jan. 16 (IANS): 
Defending champions 
Aizawl FC held Kolkata 
football giants East Bengal 
to a goalless draw in an I-
League encounter here on 
Tuesday.

East Bengal thus re-
main second on the league 
table with 19 points from 
nine matches. They trail 
league leaders Minerva 
Punjab FC by three points.

Aizawl rose two rungs 
to the four spot with 14 
points from eight matches. 

They displaced Shil-
long Lajong FC from the 
fourth spot. Lajong are 
also on 14 points, but went 
down to the fifth spot due 
to an inferior goal differ-
ence, just one point above 
sixth place Mohun Bagan.

The hosts started the 
better side and had a great 

New Delhi, Jan. 16 (IANS): The 
BCCI on Tuesday named Tamil 
Nadu wicketkeeper Dinesh Karthik 
as replacement for injured Wriddhi-
man Saha for the third cricket Test 
against South Africa.

Karthik is expected to join the 
team ahead of  the final Test at the 
New Wanderers Stadium in Johan-
nesburg.

“The All-India Senior Selec-
tion Committee has named Dinesh 
Karthik as replacement for Wriddhi-
man Saha for the third and final Test 
against South Africa,” the Board of  
Control for Cricket in India said in 
a statement.

“He is set to join the team before 
the third Test.”

Saha, who suffered a hamstring 
injury while training ahead of  the 
ongoing second Test at Centurion, 

will be under the supervision of the board’s medi-
cal team.

“Saha suffered an upper left hamstring tendon 
injury during training on Thursday. The BCCI 
Medical Team will continue to monitor his prog-
ress,” the statement added.

Veteran stumper Parthiv Patel is currently 
donning the big gloves in the second Test. India 
currently trail the Proteas 0-1 in the three-match 
rubber, having lost the opener in Cape Town.

United States and Jamai-
ca, represented the United 
States at the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics before switch-
ing back to compete for 

Jamaica.
Russell, 27, was a mem-

ber of  the Jamaican wom-
en’s 4x100m relay team 
which won gold at the 2013 

World Athletics Champion-
ships in Moscow.

A team of  Jamaican 
bobsledders first gained 
fame in 1988 when they 

made their Olympic debut 
in Calgary, becoming a pop-
ular underdog story of  the 
games. The team’s exploits 
provided the inspiration 
for the 1993 movie “Cool 
Runnings.” 

In comments to US 
broadcaster NBC last No-
vember, Fenlator-Victorian 
said the Jamaican squad 
was made up of  “experi-
enced, world-class, elite 
athletes.” 

“Although my brake-
women may have limited 
experience in bobsleigh, 
[they] are some of the most 
elite with training, physical 
ability and mental tough-
ness,” Fenlator-Victorian 
was quoted as saying.

chance in the fifth minute 
when playmaker Andrei 
Ionescu’s cross found Ma-
sih Saighani who failed to 
connect. 

Albert Zohmingmawia 
then set up Alfred Jaryan 
on the edge of  the box after 
some good spadework but 
the midfielder’s low shot 

was just wide of  the mark. 
Alber t  then turned 

provider for Lalnunfela a 
couple of  minutes later but 
the forward failed to sort 

out his feet quickly and 
shot wide.

East Bengal came close 
in the 25th minute when 
Yusa Katsumi’s free-kick 
which was punched away 
by Avilash Paul with the 
Japanese playmaker volley-
ing over the rebound.

After the break, East 
Bengal were forced into 
a change early into the 
second period as Arnab 
Mondal had to be taken off  
for Deepak Kumar after go-
ing with a hamstring.

The red and golds came 
close again in the 72nd 
minute after Al Amna 
squared up Brandon on 
the edge of  box. The lat-
ter’s curled first-time shot 
was aimed at the top right 
corner but Paul pulled off  a 
stellar save to claw the ball 
over the bar.



The 41st Assam Rifle school Taekwondo Academy recently par cipated in the 4th North East Taekwondo 
Championship at Karimganj, Assam and secured one gold, two silver and two bronze medals in each 
individual sparring category. The team was led by Anirudra Pandey as team coach.
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Northeast Taekwondo c’ship

Runners compe ng in the 4x100 meters relay race on Day-two of the 63rd Kohima Village Sports 
Associa on (KVSA) meet at the Kohima local ground on Jan. 16.
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Switzerland's Roger Federer makes a forehand return to Slovenia's Aljaz Bedene during their first round 
match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia on Tuesday. 

AP/PTI

Federer joins Djokovic, Sharapova 
in 2nd round in Australian Open 
Melbourne (Australia), 
Jan. 16 (AP): Roger Federer 
picked up where he left off  
at the Australian Open on a 
day when Maria Sharapova 
and Novak Djokovic helped 
ensure there were all kinds 
of comebacks.

Defending champion 
Federer beating Aljaz Be-
dene 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 in a night 
match, his first on Rod La-
ver Arena since clinching 
a career-reviving title here 
last year. The 19-time major 
winner has been met on 
court after wins here previ-
ously by tennis greats Laver, 
John McEnroe and Jim 
Courier.

On Tuesday night, he 
got something different. Co-
median Will Ferrell stepped 
out of the crowd and, slip-
ping into character as Ron 
Burgundy from the movie 
Anchorman, conducted the 
post-match interview.

As usual, the 36-year-
old Federer stayed classy.

Six-time champion 
Djokovic and 2014 Aus-
tralian Open winner Stan 
Wawrinka earlier made 
successful returns from in-
jury layoffs with victories 
in their first matches since 
Wimbledon.

S h a r a p ova  b a r e ly 
missed a beat in her first 
match in Melbourne since 
a failed doping test here in 
2016 resulted in a 15-month 
ban from tennis.

The five-time major 

Medal tally after Day 2

Gold Silver    Bronze
T.Khel 17 10 4
D.Khel 3 2 9
P.Khel 2 8           8
L.Khel 1 3 1

winner recovered from an 
early break in the second set 
and closed out her 6-1, 6-4 
victory over Tatjana Maria 
with an ace.

''It's been a couple of  
years since I've been back 
here - obviously I wanted to 
enjoy the moment,'' the 2008 
Australian Open champion 
said after blowing kisses to 
the crowd.

Former No. 1-ranked 
Kerber, the 2016 Australian 
Open winner, continued 
her resurgent run with a 
6-0, 6-4 victory over Anna-
Lena Friedsam to extend 

her streak to 10 consecutive 
wins.

''Something is going on 
with Australia and me,'' 
said former No. 1-ranked 
Kerber, who the Sydney 
International last week for 
her first title since the 2016 
U.S. Open.

Djokovic tweaked his 
service motion while recov-
ering from an injured right 
elbow, and used it to good 
effect in a 6-1, 6-2, 6-4 win 
over Donald Young.

Djokovic lost in the sec-
ond round here last year, but 
won five of the previous six 

Australian Open titles.
''Obviously I wanted to 

start with the right inten-
sity, which I have,'' Djokovic 
said. ''I played perfect tennis, 
like I never stopped.''

Wawrinka, who had six 
months out after surgery on 
his left knee, beat Ricardas 
Berankis 6-3, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 
(2).

No. 4-ranked 4-Alexan-
der Zverev, No. 5 Dominic 
Thiem, No. 7 David Goffin, 
No. 19 Tomas Berdych ad-
vanced, but No. 20 Roberto 
Bautista Agut lost to Fer-
nando Verdasco and former 

Madrid, Jan. 16 (IANS): The first leg ties 
of the Spanish King's Cup knockout football 
tournament will be played over the coming 
two days with some fascinating ties on offer. 
Perhaps the most interesting is the Barcelona 
derby between Espanyol and FC Barcelona 
on Wednesday night.

Thursday sees crisis-hit Real Madrid 
pursue their best chance of silverware this 
season as they make the short trip to Lega-
nes. Last Saturday's home defeat to Villarreal 
means Zidane could be perilously close to 
the sack and with rumours over Cristiano 
Ronaldo's future also doing the rounds, Ma-
drid need a good win, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

They have a huge advantage, not only 
in terms of budget over Leganes, but also 
in freshness, because while Madrid played 
on Saturday afternoon, Leganes didn't play 
their league game until Monday night and 
have very little time to recover ahead of  
one of the most important matches in their 
history.

Zidane has played fringe players in recent 
Cup ties, but with the league title out of sight 
it remains to see if he will do the same on 
Thursday.

Reigning Cup holders, Barcelona are 

once again without forward Ousmane Dem-
bele, who suffered a muscle injury on Sun-
day, while new signging Phillipe Coutinho 
is still recovering from a hamstring issue and 
fellow new recruit Yerry Mina is not consid-
ered ready for his first team debut.

Barcelona travel across town with a nine-
point lead at the top of the table, but Barce-
lona derbies are always tense affairs between 
two sides which have no love between them.

Wednesday also sees Atletico Madrid 
entertain Sevilla in the Wanda Metropoli-
tano Stadium in a game which will certainly 
see Diego Costa leading the Atletico attack 
after his suspension in the league win in 
Eibar on Saturday. Sevilla are in a crisis of  
form and results with four defeats in their 
last five league matches and the side have not 
improved since Vincenzo Montella replaced 
Eduardo Berizzo as first team coach.

Last season's beaten finalists, Alaves 
have recovered drastically since Abelardo 
Fernandez took over as first team coach, 
but their recovery will be tested by a visit to 
Valencia's Mestalla Stadium.

Alaves have won 6 out of 8 games since 
Abelardo took over, while Valencia remain 
third in the La Liga and have won their last 
three matches in all competitions.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 16 (EMN): Tsütuonuomia-
Khel dominated the athletics events as they 
claimed 31 medals altogether on the second 
day with 17 gold, 10 silver and 4 bronze at 
the ongoing 63rd Kohima Village Sports As-
sociation (KVSA) meet here at the Kohima 
local ground on Tue.

Dapfhütsumia-Khel is in the second po-
sition with a total tally of 14 medals (3 gold, 
2 silver, and 9 bronze). Pfuchatsumia-Khel is 
placed in the third position with 18 medals (2 
gold, 8 silver, 8 bronze) and Lhisemia-Khel 
in fourth with 4 medals (one gold, 3 silver, 
and 1 bronze) at the end of Day-2.

The sports discipline such as 100 meters 
race (men and women), 200m race (men 
and women), 400m race (men), 3000m 
race (men), 4X100m relay race (men and 
women) javelin throw (women) triple jump 
(men), shot put (women), marked day-2 and 
also brought to an end the athletic events of  
the KVSA meet. Eight records were also 
re-written in athletics events at the ongoing 
63rd KVSA meet.           

While in the first match in men’s volley-
ball, L.Khel beat P.Khel by 3-2 sets and the 
second match between D.Khel and T.Khel 
will be played on Wednesday.

On the third day, starting from 8 am on-
wards, the sporting events will be marked by 
football (men), basketball (men and women) 
and volleyball (women). While at the indoor 
stadium Kohima, table tennis and badmin-
ton will begin from 4 pm onwards.

It may be mentioned that the Golden-
throated barbet (Pezhie-ra) is the mascot 
of the meet which has been christened as 
‘Kekuokeyho’, which translated is ‘mightier 
and stronger’. 400 sportspersons represent-
ing the four khels namely Lhisemia, Tsiitu-
onuomia, Dapfhiitsumia, and Pfuchatsumia 
are taking part in the week-long sports event 
which will go conclude on Jan. 19.
Eight new records at the KVSA meet
Eight new records were set in various athletic 
events from day one and two of the ongoing 
63rd Kohima Village Sports Meet held here 
at Kohima local ground.

Shot put (men)
Salhoukuolie Kire (D. Khel) broke his own 
record set in 2016 in shot put. He threw 
the shot put to a distance of 12.10 meters 
as against his own record of 11.00 meters 
in 2016.

Discus throw (men) 
Khrielasakuo Keretsu (D.Khel) broke the 
ten’s year-old record in discuss throw set 
by Kedilelhou Belho (T.Khel) in 2008. He 
threw a distance 34.52 meters bettering the 

previous record (34.28 meters) of Kedilelhou 
Belho by 0.24 meters.

100 meters race (women)
Kekhrieneinuo Solo (T.Khel) produced her 
best as she run the 100 meters race in 14.35 
seconds eclipsing the 24-year-old record set 
in 1994 by Neingunuo Belho (T.Khel) by 
0.05 seconds. Neingunuo Belho time 14.40 
seconds in 1994 KVSA meet.

200 meters race (women)
Dziesengunuo Solo (T.Khel) also stunned 
the 24-year old record in 200 meters race by 
0.35 seconds, with the best timing of 29.93 
seconds. Earlier the record was set by Nein-
gunuo Belho (30: 28 seconds) in 1994.

4x100 meters relay race (men)
Keviprhru Sekhose, Neiketoulie Belho, Me-
doneituo Sekhose and Menuokhrielie Solo 
run home in styles clocking 48.31 seconds 
in the  4x 100 relay race beating the previous 
record set in 2000 by 0.38 seconds. They beat 
the likes of L. Khel quartet Astiiu Miachieo,  
Rukuobeilhou Dziivichii, Vizopralie Dziiv-
ichii, Petekhriezo Dziivichii timing of 49.09 
seconds set in 2000 KVSA meet.      

4x100 meter relay race (women)
The women’s T.Khel Relay Squad com-

prising of Dziesengunuo Solo, Kekhrienein-
uo Solo, Neikesonuo Belho and Keneizenuo 
Suohu, combined together script another 
history beating the 24-year-old record by 
1.19 seconds in 4x 100 relay race for women. 
They clocked 1 minute.15 seconds. The ear-
lier record stood at 1 minute 01.34 second 
held by Neingunuo Belho, Neiphrehunuo 
Belho, Ateiu Sekhose, Vilangunuo Solo (T 
Khel ) in 1995.

4x200 meter relay race (men)
Menuokhrielie Solo, Medoneituo Sekhose, 
Keviphru Sekhose, Neiketoulie Belho (T 
Khel) set a new record of 1:43:34 minutes in 
4x200 meters rally race against the old record 
set by T Khel quartet of 1.44.19 minutes in 
2012.

Triple jump (men)
Keviphru Sekhose  (T. Khel) set a new record 
in the triple jump by 0.34 meters breaking 
the 23-year-old record set by Khrielakuo-
lie Suohu (T Khel) in 1995. Khrielakuolie 
Suohu new record was 12.73 meter earlier 
set by Khrielakuolie Suohu 12.39 meters.

Wimbledon finalist Milos 
Raonic lost to Lukas Lacko.

No. 13 Sam Querrey 
restored some order for the 
U.S. men with a 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 
win over Feliciano Lopez.

Madison Keys reversed 
a trend, becoming the only 
one of  the four American 
women who contested the 
U.S. Open semifinals four 
months ago to reach the 
second round in Australia.

No. 17-seeded Keys, 
the U.S. Open runner-up, 
advanced with a 6-1, 7-5 
win over Wang Qiang and 
will be one of four Ameri-
can women in the second 
round.

Top-ranked Simona Ha-
lep had to save set points at 
5-2 down in the first set, and 
badly twisted her left ankle 
early in the second, before 
beating teenage wild-card 
entry Destanee Aiava 7-6 
(5), 6-1.

Halep next plays 2014 
Wimbledon finalist Eugenie 
Bouchard.

''It's always really cool to 
go up against the best in the 
world,'' Bouchard said. ''I 
want to ... go out there and 
do some damage.''

Wimbledon champion 
Garbine Mugurza, No. 6 
Karolina Pliskova, No. 8 
Caroline Garcia, No. 9 Jo-
hanna Konta, No. 16 Elena 
Vesnina, No. 26 Agnieszka 
Radwanska, No. 28 Mirja-
na Lucic-Baroni and No. 29 
Lucie Safarova advanced.

Kohima village sports meet

King's Cup quarters: A Barcelona 
derby and hope or despair for Zidane


