
Chief Minister of Nagaland TR Zeliang and Swami Ramdevji Maharaj with others after the laying foundation to the “Engineering 
College, Medical and Nursing College, Ayurvedic College, Management College and National Institute of Fashion Technology” on  
Jan. 1 2018 at Punglwa village, Peren.

"Please stop humanising your pet," says Yangtila Walling
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Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): Continuing with 
the stand of the Naga People's Front (NPF) 
party – as was taken by the group led by 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu during the NPF's 
intraparty dispute – the central office bear-
ers of the now-reconciled NPF on Mon. has 
affirmed severing ties with long-time ally 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

The implication of the stunning deci-
sion, although not entirely unexpected, by 
the NPF's hierarchy can only be judged in 
the aftermath of the Nagaland state assem-
bly elections, which is being expected to be 
conducted during Feb. /Mar. this year.      

Easter Mirror can confirm that this deci-
sion was taken during the office bearers' 
meeting that was held in the NPF's central 
headquarters in Kohima.  The aftermath of 
the elections will now assume significance 
because, according to a highly reliable 
source, the officiating members decided that 
‘any space for alliance with the BJP in the 
future will be looked into only after the polls.’

The NPF's party leaders came to this 
conclusion after deciding that the party was 
“against the current stance of the BJP.”

The decision is in line with another 
which was taken on Jul. 18 2017 after a fallout 
within the party following a tussle for leader-
ship between Chief Minister TR Zeliang and 

his predecessor Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu.
“While lamenting that the BJP has de-

cided to foment instability in the state for its 
own selfish ends in the near future, the NPF 
has resolved to sever ties with the national 
party, BJP, with which it has been associated 
with since 1977,”stated the party's resolution 
of Jul. 18. 

Then later on Jul. 21 2017 the party 
organised again what it called a ‘beef feast’ 
near its central office in Kohima. During the 
event the NPF's working president, Huskha 
Yepthomi, stated that the feast was meant 
to send the message that the NPF was not 
under the command of ‘Gau rakshaks (BJP).’

Monday's meeting iterated and affirmed 
the leadership of TR Zeliang as the chief 
ministerial candidate for the forthcoming 
elections. However, the source informed that 
it was resolved only in principle and was not 
kept in the 'written.'

The source informed also that the cen-
tral office bearers resolved not to allow any of 
the members of Parliament to leave office in 
the middle of the term and join state politics. 

The current members of Parliament t 
from Nagaland are Neiphiu Rio in the lower 
house, and KG Kenye in the upper house. 

Also, the meeting resolved that the NPF 
party would field only ‘winnable’ candidates 
for the forthcoming elections. 

New Delhi, Jan. 15 (PTI): The 
Bar Council of India (BCI) 
today said the crisis, which 
had erupted after four top 
Supreme Court judges came 
out openly against allocation 
of cases by Chief Justice of 
India Dipak Misra, has been 
resolved internally and the 
"story is over now".

BCI Chairman Manan 
Kumar Mishra, who led a 
seven-member delegation 
and held hectic parleys with 
15 judges including the CJI 
yesterday, said the contro-
versial issues flagged by the 
four revolting judges were 
"internal issues of the fami-
ly" which have been resolved 
internally.

"Kahani khatam ho gaya 
(the story is over now)", he 
said even as he cautioned 
political parties and their 
leaders not to take undue 
mileage from the January 12 
press conference by the four 
judges to raise problems, in-
cluding the assigning of cas-
es, saying the matter should 
not be politicised.

"We met around 15 judg-
es yesterday and all of them 
said that BCI has done a very 
good job and this mediation 
was required. They have now 
resolved the issue.

"BCI has been success-
ful in its effort. No outside 
interference was required in 
the matter and even we will 
not impose any condition on 
them and they themselves 
would solve their differences 
over a cup of tea," he told 
reporters here.

At a press conference on 
January 12, the four judges 
-- Justices J Chelameswar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, Madan B 
Lokur and Kurian Joseph 
-- had flagged some issues, 
including assigning of cases 
in the apex court and judi-
cial appointments, and said 
there were certain problems 
afflicting the country's high-
est court.

"Everything will be sort-
ed out and they have re-
solved whatever issues are 
there. We are expecting that 
everything will be settled 
and they will evolve an in-
house mechanism," Mishra.

He also referred to At-
t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  K  K 
Venugopal's statement in 
which he is reported to have 
said that the issue has been 
resolved.

"They have resolved the 
issue and you can see that 
the courts are functioning 
smoothly and they are dis-
charging their duties. There 
is nothing left", Mishra said.

Responding to a ques-
tion whether an investiga-
tion should be ordered on al-
legations of the senior most 
judges, Mishra said the Bar 
body was not concerned 
with this and there is no 
question of any probe.

He also said the death of 
special CBI judge B H Loya, 
who was trying the Sohrabu-
din Sheikh fake encounter 
case, should not be raked up 
as his family members have 
made their stand clear and 
want no more harassment.

"There is no question 
of any probe (into points 
raised by four judges in the 
presser). If somebody tries 
to bring Justice Loya's issue 
then you can see their fam-
ily members have already 
said there is no need for any 
investigation and they were 
being unnecessary harassed.

"We are only concerned 
with smooth functioning 
of this institution. We have 
no right to say and decide 
whether there should be a 
Code of Conduct," he said.

On the issue of bringing 
more clarity in the function-
ing of the top court, the BCI 
Chairman said the system 
was working properly and 
"there was transparency".

"They have evolved a 
formula and while rejecting 
a name for elevation they 
are assigning the reason and 
it is there on the Supreme 
Court website. What more 
transparency do you want," 
he said.

He said all the four top 
judges have resolved the dif-
ferences and were attending 
the court today.

To a question whether 
any action should be taken 
against them for criticising 
the Chief Justice of India, 
he said there is no need of 
any action and they "are all 
honest and men of integrity." 

Yesterday, Chief Justice of 
India Dipak Misra had met a 
seven-member delegation of 
the BCI and Supreme Court 
Bar Association President 
Vikas Singh and assured 
them that the crisis would 
be sorted out soon and con-
geniality would prevail.

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): 
The Tobu District Demand 
Committee (TDCC) has 
questioned the “antago-
nistic approach” of Aboi 
area leaders towards the 
demand of Tobu district by 
the Tobu-Moka public. 

“The leaders of Tobu 
area have never objected 
the Aboi district demand 
as it is the democratic right 
of every citizen to raise de-
mand to the government. 
The Aboi area leaders have 
bragged in its demand that 
it has all the necessary fa-
cilities to be a district, be-
cause the Aboi area has 
enjoyed developments and 
privileges in the name of 
Upper Konyaks whereas 
development never flowed 
beyond Aboi. 

“The demand for Tobu 
district have been com-
pelled due to the lack of 
infrastructures (sic) and de-
velopment deficiency, and 
the main motive behind 
Tobu district demand is to 
bring development beyond 
Aboi and to benefit the peo-
ple living beyond Aboi,” a 
statement from the TDCC 
on Monday read. 

“It is a paradox that the 
Aboi district demand com-
mittee has stated that Aboi, 
which is just 32 KMs away 
from Mon District HQ ful-
fils the criteria whereas 
Tobu which is more than 
100 KMs away and some 
villages even more than 190 
KMs away from Mon do not 
fulfil the criteria. Dimapur, 
and not Kohima, should 
have been the capital of 
Nagaland if the commercial 
viability has been consid-
ered but every place has 
its own significance. Tobu 
is located at the geostrate-
gic point and is the nodal 
point in the Eastern part of 
Nagaland lying in the midst 
of Myanmar, Khiamniun-
gan, Changs, Phom and 
Konyaks. 

“The administrative 
Head Quarter at Tobu will 
be of immense importance 
to the State and the Cen-
tral Government from the 
National Security and gov-
ernance point of view. It 
is a great surprise that the 
Chang and Konyak issue 
which was settled amica-
bly, with the exchange of 
daos and shawls between 

Changs and Konyaks, 
through the joint effort of 
the Tribal leaders of both 
the Communities and the 
state government is still 
pending before the lead-
ers of Aboi area and they 
should give an answer on 
this to the apex Konyak Un-
ion and the Government.

“We fear that the de-
mand of district by Aboi 
on the basis of Upper Kon-
yaks and Lower Konyaks 
will lead to division of the 
Konyak Society. The de-
mand of Tobu district is 
purely for the development 
and administrative con-
venience of the public and 
people living beyond Aboi. 
We are hopeful that the 
Government will take note 
of our demand and fulfil 
the long cry and demand of 
the people of Tobu-Moka,” 
it stated. 

The TDCC has also in-
formed leaders of Tobu area 
“to be in station till 20th 
January 2018, (and) that an 
urgent Public Meeting will 
be held in connection to the 
antagonistic Press Release 
(issued) by the Aboi District 
Demand Committee”. 

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (DIPR): The in-
stitution of Patanjali has become 
a household name in just about 
12 years because its products 
has gained popularity across 
the country and beyond, stated 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang after 
the inauguration of Engineering 
College, Para Medical & Nursing 
College, Ayurvedic College, Man-
agement College and National 
Institute of Fashion Technol-
ogy along with Kuzholuzo Nienu, 
Home Minister, Nagaland, Swami 
Ramdevji Maharaj Patanjali Yo-
gpeeth, Acharya Bal Krishnaji 
Maharaj Patanjali Yogpeeth and 
N Thomas Lotha Advisor HTE Na-
galand at Punglwa Village, Peren 
on 18th January 2018.

While appreciating ‘Swami 
Ramdevji Maharaj’ and Acharya 
Bal Krishnaji for their noble ges-
ture of investing in Nagaland for 
projects that are of utmost impor-
tance for the Nagas as it will also 
go a long way in bringing quality 
health care, jobs for the youths 
and an optional career in fashion 
etc., stated the chief minister. 

He also added that, Nagaland 
has a population with 60% below 
the age of 25, who are hard-work-
ing and have the ability to dream. 

This initiatives of govt. of Naga-
land wherein govt. will provide 
land and the Patanjali will invest 
in the project has the potential 
being a model public-private-
partnership and centres of excel-
lence not only in Nagaland but 
the entire Northeast. 

Kuzholuzo Nienu, in his ad-
dress stated that it is a record 
breaking laying foundation day 
(sic). He assures (sic) all possible 
govt. help for the endeavours. He 
also quoted the words of Swami 
Ramdev, that, ‘work is worship’ 
and that the Patanjali Mission is 
to develop every nook and corner 
of the country. 

Thomas Lotha, who chaired 
the programme, in his speech 
stated clearly that these projects 
have nothing to do with religion. 
He impressed the villagers to 
genuinely co-operate for the 
success of the project. He also 
announced that, thirty percent 
will be selected from Punglwa and 
neighbouring villages for a tour 
programme to visit the Patanjali 
Company, for first-hand informa-
tion and acquaintance.

Swami Ramdev stated that 
his mission is to see all India as a 
nation of healthy, scientific and 

secular country. He added that 
Patanjali is a company which 
support self-sustainability and 
non-profitable organisation. He 
impressed that God is one and 

therefore our philosophy should 
be to bring out a good human 
being from fellow human being. 

Acharya Bal Krishna also 
spoke about the mission of Patan-

jali. The programme concluded 
with a folk dance by the Punglwa 
villagers. Vote of thanks was pro-
nounced by CM Tsanglao IAS, 
Secy., Dept. of HTE. 

Esther Verma
Dimapur, Jan 13 (EMN):  
Being a dog trainer by pro-
fession in today’s world 
just might not be that easy. 
Anyone can advertise their 
selves as a trainer without 
necessarily having gone 
through proper skill educa-
tion and licensing proce-
dures from authoritative 
entities.

People love to spend 
huge amounts of money 
on their pets and it’s at an 
all time high currently, or 
at least that's what pet-love 
trends seem to be showing. 
In it all are the dog trainers 
whose numbers are grow-
ing thanks to an increased 
demand for their services in 
the recent years.

Meet Yangti Walling, a 
Dimapur-based dog trainer 
and behaviour consultant. 
She is believed to be the 
first-ever certified trainer in 
the Northeast region. She 
holds also a degree in Bach-
elors of Science (Botany). 

“Dog training is an im-
portant part of any dog’s life 
for many reasons. It not only 
provides mental stimulation 
but also keeps your dog 
happy and healthy,” Wall-
ing said.

Armed with five years 
of experience, her work 
covers basic and advanced 
companion dog training 
and handling; behaviour 
counselling and behaviour 
modification. Behaviour 
problems she tackles in-
clude house training, sepa-
ration anxiety; fears and 
phobia; dog-dog aggression, 
dog-human aggression. Be-
sides, her expertise include 

tracking, detection; train-
ing guide dogs and hearing 
dogs; canine nutrition and 
behaviour.

Walling's experience 
shows a remarkable run 
of ground since she began 
work: she has trained the 
Nagaland Police Dog Squad; 
trained therapy dogs besides 
dogs in Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Mumbai. She 
is a member of the Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals in Dimapur.

Here is what “the dog 
whisperer” had to say to 
Eastern Mirror about her 
profession, the trials and 
achievements from it.
EM: What made you decide 
to be a dog trainer and how 
did you pursue your inter-
est?
Yangtila Walling: After my 
graduation from a science 
background, I immediately 
started working for cor-
porate offices like Hewlett 
Packard & Accenture, Ban-
galore for over 7 yrs. Inspite 
of a good salary package, I 
was not happy with my cor-
porate life. It took me sev-
eral years but one fine day I 
decided enough is enough, 
I resigned and came back 
to Nagaland packing. But I 
didn’t stop there. In a matter 
of months I got accepted in 
a college in Canada, got my 
Visa done, enrolled myself 
to Veterinary office, animal 
care & technologist pro-
gram, and went back to 
school. After completing 
this program, I wanted to 
specialize in dog training so 
I pursued my International 
dog training & behaviour 
modification certification. 

Venus crashes out, Wozniacki 
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NPF turns its back 
on former ally BJP

SC judges row has 
been resolved – Bar 
Council of India

Patanjali brand finds ground at Nagaland’s Peren district  

District demand: Cracks
between Tobu and Aboi surface 

All a-paw this dog whisperer from Nagaland
Meet Yangti Walling, the Northeast's first certified dog trainer 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 08°

Agartala 24° 11°

Gangtok 17° 03°

Guwahati 24° 12°

Imphal 21° 08°

Itanagar 21° 10°

Shillong 17° 05°

Delhi 23° 07°

Kolkata 23° 10°

Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 05°
DIMAPUR 22° 10°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 58%
DIMAPUR Nil 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Life's most persistent 
and urgent question 

is, 'What are you doing 
for others?' 

~ Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

Mirror Takes

Hey, can you make a plate of 
chow for me also... Take your 

time, there's a lot of time.

~ Arien

And that's how my journey 
began. When I look back, 
instead of letting nature 
run its course with no job 
satisfaction, which was kill-
ing my spirit on the inside, 
changing the course of my 
life was the bravest and the 
best decision I ever made. 
EM:  What is the philosophy 
behind your training?
YW: My way of training is 

reward based positive re-
enforcements. So, the idea 
behind it is, only when the 
dog performs a desired 
behaviour he/she gets re-
warded.
EM: How do you assess the 
needs of a dog when you 
first meet them?
YW: Initially, I spend some 
time bonding with the dog 
without a word or any eye 

contact. I observe their body 
language such as their ears, 
tails, facial expressions, etc. 
When we just spend some 
time with the dog, the dog 
will tell us a lot about them-
selves.
EM: What are a couple of the 
toughest or bad habits to re-
train and can u tell us why?
YW: Hyperactivity which 
is so prevalent in Naga-
land and fear of fireworks, 
thunder, etc. These two be-
haviours are very stressful 
on the dogs and it doesn't 
magical disappear. It's a 
very slow & gradual process 
of rehabilitation because if 
we try to flood him/her with 
too much of training then 
they regress.
EM: There are so many 
gadgets and devices in the 
market. What effect to these 
have on dogs in the long 
run?
YW: If we do not know how 
to properly use these gadg-
ets we do more harm than 
helping our pets. So, I would 
recommend dog owners 

to take advice from profes-
sionals.
EM: If there was one thing 
you would want people to 
understand about training, 
what would it be?
YW: Dogs are creatures of 
routine therefore; dog train-
ing is all about structure, 
consistency & repetition. 
EM: Is there one thing you 
wish all dog owners knew? 
What are the mistakes they 
make with their dogs?
YW: Please stop humanising 
your pet.
EM: How is the business of 
dog training professionally 
in Nagaland? What do you 
think needs to change?
YW: It is like any other busi-
ness - ups & downs exist. 
But so far, I'm blessed; I 
have had a good run.
EM:  What are your future 
plans? Any plans of open-
ing a school not just to train 
dogs but for becoming certi-
fied dog trainers like you?
YW: My plan for the future 
is to open a shelter, where 
dogs can board & train as 

well. I am certified to train 
dog trainers so that's in the 
pipeline as well.
EM: What are the best ways 
to bond with your dog and 
tell me 2 things that dog 
owners should never do to 
their dogs
YW: Best way to bond is to 
spend time with your dog 
whenever you find time. All 
dogs know who their master 
is, so for that dog you giving 
5-10 minutes of your time 
mean the whole world to 
him/her. Coupled with that 
if you can play "fetch or hide 
& seek" with your dog he/
she will be the happiest - be-
cause in the dog's mind he/
she is working for you. Two 
things no dog owner should 
do. Please do not kennel 
your dog 24/7. They need 
5-10 minutes of break every 
2-3 hours. Else frustrations 
start building up and more 
behaviour problems will 
show up. Start training your 
dog/pup day1 you bring 
your dog home and it begins 
with potty training.

The training has a school called 
Dawg Days in Dimapur where she 
teaches family pets various tricks 

and offers classes in basic dog obedience 
training. She introduces untrained adult 
dogs to basic obedience training. She 
helps organize feeding nutrition and diet 
schedules for dogs under training. She 
has also introduced new dog training 
services such as tracking and detection, 
etc. She helps clients to assess health 
and intelligence of puppies during pur-

chase. 
Apart from offering breed specific 

knowledge, she educates clients to be-
come responsible dog owners. She helps 
them assess and identifying problem 
dogs and educates dog owners to effec-
tively communicate with their pets with 
home sessions and outdoor sessions. 
Walling provides individualized training 
based on observation as well. The train-
er can be contacted at 9862169962 or at 
yangtiwalling@gmail.com.

Dawg Days
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Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Lotha Baptist Ekhumkho Sanrhyutsü youth rally concludes 

Wokha Village Baptist Church choir presenting special number at the conclusion of LBES youth rally at N Longidang village on January 14.

Odisha governor Dr. SC Jamir inaugurating the 15th National Handloom Expo at Unit – 3 exhibition ground 
in Bhubaneshwar in the presence of other dignitaries on January 15.

MLA Neiba Kronu addressing the gathering at the inauguration of 
Lewoza village in Phek district on January 15.

Kasheto Yeptho addressing the students at the 
valedictory function of the KASU 42nd general 
conference in L Hotovi village on January 14.

Dr. Chotisuh Sazo and others at the youth festival cum Sükrünye in Phek town on January 15.

RD secretary Kelei Zeliang (second from left) along with RD minister CL John (centre) and the outgoing RD director Metsubo Jamir and others 
during the farewell programme at RD conference hall on January 12.

‘Faith: bedrock of our decision making’ Kronu inaugurates Lewoza village

Youth festival cum Sükrünye concludes

KMC notifies shops in Kohima

Ngaulong village holds conference Reviving tradition

Youth called to build progressive society

RD department bids farewell to outgoing director

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 15 (EMN): Many 
youth have recommitted their 
lives to Christ in a gathering of  
more than 2000 on the final day 
of  the three-day 19th youth rally 
organised by the Lotha Baptist 
Ekhumkho Sanrhyutsü (LBES) 
at N Longidang Baptist Church 
held on the theme “Nkenphio 
Longtsü” (Audacious faith) He-
brews 11:1, which concluded on 
January 14.

Mhonchumo Erui, associate 
pastor of  Lotha Baptist Church 
Kohima and speaker on January 
14 afternoon service, delivered his 
sermon on “Faith: the bedrock of  
our decision making” based on 
Daniel 3:16, 1 Kings 18:21, and 
Matthew 26:39.

In his sermon, Erui said believ-
ers, who profess to have faith in 
God, have to trust Him in totality 
without reservations and doubts 

and let his faith be the bedrock on 
which he builds his life upon just 
as Abraham did without ques-
tions, when God led him to the 
great unknown.

He cautioned that it is danger-
ous to blindly follow the lure of  
worldly materialism by respond-
ing only to their own voice saying 
that if  Jesus does not walk with 
them and in the boat at sea, then 
their safety is not assured.

He added that whenever any-
one surrender themselves to God, 
all their sense of  fear and guilt, 
weakness, imperfections, pride 
and arrogance would be replaced 
by self  renewal through Christ.

In the earlier service, Jim 
Roberts, pastor of  Grace Baptist 
Church Delhi, if  the youth of  to-
day do not live the word of  God 
practically, they devalue and make 
the Bible just like another com-
mon book. He, therefore, called 

upon the youth to go out of  their 
inactive state and live up to their 
spiritual responsibilities and pur-
pose of  the gospel in reality.

Yanpvulo Ovung, women 
leader from Diphupar, challenged 
the youth to prove to others with 
their lives that there is strength, 
truth, steadfastness and victory 
through their faith in Christ. 

Rev. Nyanchumo Lotha, LBES 
executive secretary who conduct-
ed the consecration service of  
the rally in the evening, spoke on 
“Live in integrity with faith.” He 
advised the youth saying, “Be on 
your watch, you are too precious 
to be tainted by the ugliness of  
corruption and be enslaved by its 
powerful tentacles.”

He also cautioned the young 
people to be responsible, account-
able and credible in all aspects of  
moral, character and physical con-
duct. “Be cultured and help others 

to follow your guidance, so that 
the foundation you build today 
will strengthen in a healthy society 
and the future will not judge you,” 
he told them.

Among the various events, 
the best discipline award of  the 
rally was bagged by Chumuke-
dima in the first place followed 
by Longla and LBES Longjüng 
Baptist Ekhumkho in the second 
place respectively.

In the skit competition cat-
egory, Lotha Church Dimapur 
bagged the first place followed by 
Diphupar and Diphupar B in the 
second place.

During the rally, a new team 
of  office bearers were elected 
with Benlanthung Yanthan, youth 
director of  Lotha Baptist Church 
Dimapur as chairman. 

The next youth rally would 
be hosted by Kukidolong Circle 
Lotha Baptist Churches in 2021. 

political turmoil since last 
few years.

While apprising about 
the latest political scenario, 
he exhorted the public to 
be patient and not get con-
fused by propaganda but 
make the right decision at 
the right time by choosing 
the right leader to ensure 
all round development of  
the area.

Kronu also expressed 
his gratitude to all the vil-
lage officials, delegates 

from neighbouring villages, 
government officials, pub-
lic leaders and other well 
wishers for attending the 
programme. 

The programme started 
with invocation offered 
by Zhietshute Lasushe, 
pastor of  Leshemi Baptist 
Church, while the blessing 
was offered by the oldest 
man of  the village Ngulo 
Lomi. The villagers also 
presented a folk song on 
the occasion.

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): 
Following the resolution of  
Home Department co-or-
dination meeting, Kohima 
Municipal Council (KMC) 
has directed all the business 
establishment/ shopkeep-
ers within its jurisdiction to 

whitewash/ clean the front 
side of  their respective shop 
facing the road side on or 
before January 20. 

The notification to this 
effect was issued by KMC 
administrator Kethosituo 
Sekhose to give facelift for 

the forthcoming Republic 
Day celebration on January 
26. KMC further directed 
all concerned to hoist the 
national flag on top of  their 
respective shops and build-
ings by 6 AM on January 
26.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan 15: (EMN): 
MLA of  16 Pfutsero as-
sembly constituency, Neiba 
Kronu, formally inaugurat-
ed the newly government 
recognised village Lewoza 
under Pfutsero sub-division 
in Phek district on Janu-
ary 15 in the presence of  
VCCs, VDB secretaries 
of  neighbouring villages, 
government officers, public 
leaders and villagers.

Kronu exhorted the 
Lewoza villagers to work 
for the development of  
the village and maintain 
the virtue of  truthfulness 
like their parent village 
Leshemi for which they 
are famous for all over Na-
galand. He also expressed 
pride in representing the 
area/constituency. 

The MLA stated that 
he was able to ensure the 
government recognition 
of  two villages namely Le-
woza and North Kikruma 
during his brief  tenure as a 
member of  the state cabi-
net. Highlighting on the 
various developmental ac-
tivities taken up so far, he 
lamented that some could 
not be materialised due to 

his government career span-
ning over 29 years. Terming 
Jamir as a capable, efficient 
and a humble officer, he 
also lauded the outgoing 
director for maintaining 
good rapport with all his 
superiors and staff  and all 
former RD ministers during 
his stint as the director.

He also urged upon eve-
ryone present to forgive and 
forget past mistakes and 
misunderstandings so as to 
receive God’s blessing on 
this auspicious occasion.

Secretary of  RD, Kelei 
Zeliang, also extended his 
sincere gratitude for his 
immense contribution to-

wards the betterment of the 
department as well as the 
rural people with his vast 
experience. Maintaining 
that retirement is a normal 
process for any government 
servant, he however ex-
pressed his happiness that 
he is retiring in good health 
and prayed that he will be in 

a better position following 
his voluntary retirement. 
Zeliang also sought for his 
help and guidance and ap-
pealed for his cooperation 
to the department even in 
the days to come.

Others who spoke on 
the occasion include Ale-
mtemshi Jamir, retired chief  

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): The Ngaulong 
Namsha Organisation (NNO) held its 20th 
general conference on January 8 at Old 
Ngaulong village under Peren district.

The conference was graced by Zandi 
Domta, state BJP executive member, as 
the chief  guest, and Penamwini, former 
president of Zeliangrong Students’ Union 
Nagaland (ZSUN) as the guest of honour 
respectively.

The conference witnessed competitions 
in cultural dance, folk songs, flute, and tra-
ditional games.

During the conference, four village 
under Ngaulong village namely Old Ngau-
long, Bamsiakeloa, Ngam, New Ngaulong 
and others village beyond Nagaland joined 

together for reunion with each other as one 
family.

Aakam Pame, social worker and presi-
dent of Zeme Students’ Union Nagaland, 
was the resource person.

The resource person urged the gathering 
to believe on one’s personal ability and have 
faith on dignity of self  duty. He also encour-
aged that strong and firm determination 
would lead to achieving their desired goal.

Base on the conference theme “To-
gether and unite to harvest,” he advised the 
gathering to uphold the bonds and chain of  
relationship in harvesting whatever together 
they have sowed.

Er. Ramkuabam Ngame also exhorted 
the gathering. 

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (EMN): Class-I contrac-
tor Z Kasheto Yeptho has underlined the 
need for a resolved generation of  youth to 
build a progressive society in order to curb 
corruption, which according to him has 
affected every aspect in the Naga society.

Addressing the valedictory session 
of  the three-day 42nd general conference 
of  Khaghaboto Area Students’ Union 

Kohima, Jan. 15 (EMN): 
A week-long youth festival 
cum Sükrünye festival of  
the Chakhesang community 
organised by the Phek Town 
Youth Society (PTYS) suc-
cessfully concluded in Phek 
town on January 15. The fes-
tival was held on the theme 
“Tapping the feats.”

Gracing four-day event, 
Dr. Chotisuh Sazo, advisor 
of social welfare, stressed on 
how the ancestors embraced 
all the hard work forgetting 
all the struggles with the 
hope to celebrate its reward. 

He advised the youth not to 
overlook the ancestors’ tradi-
tional moral values and work 
culture. He called upon the 
youth to continue upholding 
dignity of labour and at the 
same time feel free to engage 
in manual works.

Dr. Sazo also advised the 
youth not to focus only on 
government job, which has 
reached a saturation point, 
but to opt for other avenues 
and be self  reliant. He fur-
ther requested denizens of  
Phek to support clean elec-
tion campaign initiated by 

NBCC. 
Earlier, the programme 

was chaired Thuputo Venuh, 
while Kukhrulu Vero enter-
tained the crowd with spe-
cial number.

In series of competition 
held, New Colony emerged 
as group champion and re-
ceived a cash prize of INR 
1 lakh, while the runners 
up team Bethany-2 colony 
received INR 80,000 and 
the second runners up team 
Zion colony received INR 
60,000. Eight colonies also 
received INR 10,000 each.

secretary; Imlimeren Jamir, 
additional director (HOD), 
RD; K Neibou Sekhose, 
joint director; Thungjamo 
Odyuo, project director 
on behalf  of  DRDAs; Er. 
A Atu Imsong, BDO on 
behalf  of  BDOs; Neizeü, 
registrar on behalf  of  min-
isterial staff; and Vishito 
Sema, peon.

The farewell programme 
was chaired by the joint di-
rector Imnukshila Jamir, 
while the welcome address 
was delivered by joint di-
rector, Asangla T Aier. The 
programme commenced 
with a prayer by joint direc-
tor Neizovonuo Visa and 
concluded with a vote of  
thanks by G Thong, deputy 
director.

The outgoing director 
was accompanied by his 
wife, children and a host 
of  family members and 
friends.

(KASU) at L Hotovi village on January 
14, which was held on the theme ‘Utilitar-
ian knowledge,’ Kasheto urged upon the 
students, who constituted the backbone 
and future leaders of  the society, to build a 
progressive society free from corruption.

Stating that every individual has obli-
gation to contribute towards wellbeing of  
the society, Kasheto said the youth have 
greater responsibility in shaping the future 
of  the society. Also elucidating that edu-
cation is an important tool to transform 
the society, he encouraged the students to 
focus on attaining the best of  education 
by making proper use of  the information 
available at their disposal.

He also reminded the students never 
to allow pride to take control of  their lives 
stating it is one main factor that could lead 
to their downfall in life. He rather advised 
them to remain humble before God and 
be sincere and dedicated in anything they 
do in life.

Encouraging the students to be com-
mitted in their studies, he announced to 
give a cash award of  INR 50,000 to any 
topper under KASU in the HSLC exami-
nations 2018 and another INR one lakh 
to topper in the competitive examinations 
during this financial year.

He concluded his remarked by urging 
the students to maintain good moral values 
in life.

Kohima, Jan. 15 (EMN): 
It was a bitter-sweet day for 
the department of  Rural 
Department as the officers 
and staff  hosted a befitting 
farewell programme for its 
outgoing director Metsubo 
Jamir at the office confer-
ence hall on January 12.

Metsubo Jamir, who is 
leaving the department on 
voluntary retirement having 
served the department for 29 
years, first started his career 
as an SSO (Soil) in 1983. 
He was later deputed to RD 
as assistant director in 1988 
and absorbed by the depart-
ment in 1989. He served in 
the capacity of director for 
15 years after taking over the 
post in August 2002.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, minister of  RD & 
REPA, CL John congratu-
lated the outgoing officer for 
his dedicated service to the 
rural people of Nagaland in 
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 15 (EMN): The 
Thadou Students’ Association 
(TSA) which had threatened to call 
for a 36-hour strike starting from 
6 am of  Jan. 16 till 6 pm of  Jan. 
17  has suspended their scheduled 
agitation following ‘an understand-
ing’ with the authorities on Jan. 15 
Mon. afternoon. This was stated 
in a press release from the TSA on 
Mon.

The TSA had planned to im-
pose  a 36-hour blockade for the 
alleged failure of  the Manipur 
government to deliver justice in 
connection with a number of crime 

cases in 2016 and 2017 besides the 
issue of the authorities not introduc-
ing Thadou Kuki (MIL) subjects in 
the higher secondary schools, the 
release stated. 

The press release informed 
about a meeting, understood to be 
with the authorities. It was agreed 
that an inquiry commission (spe-
cial investigation team) headed by 
Pramod Ashthana, ADGP (law 
and order and intelligence) would 
be set up within three days and a 
charge sheet would be submitted 
within three months regarding the 
May 5 2017 Sugnu murder cases of  
Nengneikim Haokip and Kaikholen 

Tuboi, the updates informed.
During the meeting the attend-

ing members reportedly ‘agreed 
upon arresting the two culprits’ 
charged with the murder of Thong-
khogin Haokip. The action is to be 
taken at the earliest and a charge 
sheet be submitted within three 
months and that the state’s govern-
ment pay an ex-gratia of INR five 
lakh besides a government job to 
the next of kin of the deceased ‘im-
mediately.’

About the ‘non-introduction’ 
of  Thadou-Kuki (MIL) subject in 
higher secondary schools in the 
valley, it is said that the members 

agreed upon recruitment of tempo-
rary teachers for the MIL and other 
tribal dialects in relevant govern-
ment higher secondary schools be-
fore the next academic session i.e., 
2018-19 and that the subjects to be 
introduced from 2018-19 onwards.

The agitation was planned 
for the Imphal-Moreh, Imphal-
Dimapur, Imphal-Jiribam and 
Imphal-Churachandpur roads, the 
updates said.

The TSA said that it would 
resume their agitation ‘if  the under-
standing which was reached with 
the government on Mon. are not 
fulfilled within said timeframe.’

New  D e lh i ,  Jan.  15 
(IANS): Indian army chief  
Bipin Rawat on Monday 
sent out a warning to Paki-
stan that India will scale up 
action if  Islamabad contin-
ues supporting terror and 
infiltration of  militants, 
while also stressing on the 
need to secure the northern 
border along China.

On the 70th Army Day 
celebrations at the Cari-
appa Parade Ground here, 
the Army chief  said any 
provocative action from 
Pakistan will lead to a befit-
ting reply.

“On the Line of  Con-
trol (LoC), the Pakistan 
Army is continuing cease-
fire violations and helping 
terrorists to infiltrate (into 
India). We are using our 
might to teach them a les-
son. Any provocative action 
from Pakistan’s side will get 
a befitting reply.

“If  we are forced, we 
will scale up the level of  our 
action, and can take other 
steps,” he said.

Gen Rawat’s warn-
ing cames on a day when 
five militants from Jaish-
e-Mohammed’s suicide 
squad were killed near the 
Line of  Control (LoC) in a 
joint operation by Jammu 

and Kashmir Police, army 
and paramilitary forces 
and four Pakistani soldiers 
were killed in shelling from 
across the LoC in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir’s 
Kotli sector.

About the border with 
China, the Army chief  
mentioned the ongoing 
conflict without giving de-
tails, and stressed on secur-
ing the border.

“Disputes are on along 
the Line of  Actual Control, 
the northern border. Ensur-
ing the security of  the LAC 
is our primary responsibil-
ity,” he said.

He also charged Paki-
stan with trying to disrupt 
social harmony in Jammu 
and Kashmir, citing attacks 
on the Amarnath pilgrims 
and killing of  policemen 
and soldiers like Lt. Umar 
Fayaz in the state.

“It is an attempt to tar-
get our national unity and 
social fabric. We will not 
allow these anti-national 
forces to succeed.”

Rawat said that in the 
country’s northeast, peo-
ple-friendly operations had 
curbed terror though some 
groups were still trying to 
disrupt peace.

“The Indian Army has 

coordinated with Assam 
Rifles and others to isolate 
these groups and is continu-
ing operations.”

Cautioning soldiers 
against the social media, 
Rawat said: “Social media 
is being used against us, we 
have to be careful in its use.”

He also said that all the 
forces - the Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Coast Guard 
along with other security 
forces are working together 
for the country and he be-
lieved that they could “uti-
lise each other’s capability 
and win any battle”.

About modernisation, 
he said the Army was 
looking towards futuristic 
weapon systems, which 
includes devices with night 
vision, upgraded combat 
vehicles for the mechanised 
columns, long range guns 
and anti-aircraft guns, new 
helicopters for Army Avia-
tion, and better electronic 
warfare and Intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance systems. 

Army Day is celebrated 
on January 15 to commem-
orate the day when Lt Gen 
K.M. Cariappa took over 
as Commander-in-Chief  of  
the Indian Army from Gen-
eral Sir Roy Bucher in 1949.

Guwahati, Jan. 15 (PTI): 
Firebrand peasant leader 
Akhil Gogoi will contest 
the next assembly polls in 
Assam, the groundwork for 
which will start soon with 
the possible renaming of his 
political party or even the 
birth of a new one.

Gogoi, who is the ad-
viser to the farmers’ body 
Krishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti (KMSS), said while 
he was not averse to having 
an alliance with like-minded 
forces to fight “fascist BJP”, 
he would prefer to create a 
third alternative excluding 
the Congress.

“We are going into elec-
toral politics. We have had 
debates, within the KMSS 
and nationally, whether fas-
cism could be resisted only 
by movements. We reached 
the understanding that with-
out parliamentary politics, 
BJP’s communal fascism 
cannot be resisted,” Gogoi 

told PTI in an exclusive in-
terview.

He had discussed the 
electoral move in the execu-
tive committee meeting of  
the KMSS on December 28, 
the day after he was released 
from jail, where he had been 
lodged for three- and-a-half  
months on charges framed 
under the sedition and Na-
tional Security Act.

“We already have a po-
litical party, the Ganamukti 
Sangram, which was set up 
in 2015. Now we will make 
it broad- based to include all 
sections of society. We may 
form a new entity also. The 
formal work on the political 
front will begin from the end 
of March this year,” Gogoi 
said.

The party will focus on 
two aspects initially -- resist-
ing “fascism” and expand-
ing the political front across 
the state, he added.

Gogoi said in reply to 

a question that the outfit 
would not contest the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections.

“We will not fight in 
2019 although we will op-
pose the BJP. We will take 
time for a proper political 
understanding and creating 
a strong network. We will 
contest the Assembly polls 
in 2021,” he said.

The RTI activist told 
PTI that he would travel 
to almost all parts of  As-
sam to know about people’s 
grievances before forming 
ground-level committees. 
He expected to have at least 
five members in the political 
party from each village.

Asked if fighting the BJP 
meant an alliance with the 
Congress, Gogoi said, “We 
are not ready to form an 
alliance with the Congress. 
There has been no discus-
sion internally on this.” 

Senior Congress leader 
and former Assam Chief  

Minister Tarun Gogoi had 
on several occasions ex-
pressed his willingness to 
have a tie-up with the KMSS 
to oust the BJP from power 
in the next election.

The 41-year-old peasant 
leader stressed that Indian 
society was at an important 
turning point, where identity 
movements were on the rise.

“You can take any ex-
ample -- the Bhim Sena, 
Patel agitation, Dalit move-
ment by Jignesh Mevani 
or the adivasi struggle in 
Jharkhand. All these identity 
and ethnic movements are 
becoming more important 
and are uniting with an elec-
toral understanding to resist 
fascism,” he said.

He said there was a 
movement towards forming 
a third alternative uniting 
Dalit and sub-nationalist 
struggles across India.

“There is another very 
interesting aspect. Till now, 

movements such as the Dalit 
struggle were confined to 
identity politics. But for the 
first time, land rights issues 
are being raised. That is 
why democratic and anti-
imperialist movements are 
also trying to unite,” he said.

The KMSS leader also 
said to fight BJP, the option 
of forming a united alliance 
with opposition parties was 
also being discussed.

“The deliberation is go-
ing on whether we can in-
clude the Congress, AAP, 
TMC, Left and other anti-
BJP parties in the greater 
opposition to stop the BJP,” 
he said. 

On January 9, Akhil 
Gogoi joined newly-elect-
ed Gujarat MLA Jignesh 
Mevani’s ‘Yuva Hunkar 
rally’ in Delhi along with 
student leaders and others 
to demand the release of  
Bhim Army founder Chan-
drashekhar Azad.

Guwahati, Jan. 15 (PTI): 
Numaligarh Refinery Ltd’s 
wax export to Myanmar will 
open floodgates for interna-
tional trade with Southeast 
Asian countries via land 
route, the company today 
said.

A consignment contain-
ing 20 metric tonnes of wax 
in two trucks was flagged off  
from NRL Marketing Ter-
minal to Myanmar by Man-
aging Director in-charge S K 
Barua in presence of senior 
officials of the company on 
January 13, a press release 
said.

Stating that the develop-
ment assumes significance 
as it is yet another effort 
to bolster the Centre’s ‘Act 
East Policy , it said NRL 
has been trying to establish 

trade links with neighbour-
ing South-East Asian coun-
tries through the export of  
paraffin wax and diesel.

It is also for the first time 
that the NRL has exported 
wax utilizing the Moreh-
Tamu land route after ex-
porting diesel to the country 
through the route.

The release said that the 
distance of Tamu, which is 
the bordering town in Myan-
mar, is around 425-430 km 
from Numaligarh Refinery.

Previously, all the ex-
ports to Myanmar were 
done via sea route through 
Kolkata/Haldia Port.

So far, NRL has export-
ed around 1,700 MT of par-
affin wax to Myanmar and 
the total export of wax from 
NRL s wax plant stands at 

over 6,000 MT reaching 20 
different countries world-
wide.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Barua said, “This 
development is the right 
step towards opening bor-
der trade with Myanmar 
and other Southeast Asian 
countries, which is very criti-
cal for the development of  
North East”. “We feel there 
is a great potential of revival 
of  international commerce 
through road and rail be-
tween India and Myanmar”, 
the MD was quoted as say-
ing in the release.

Myanmar and Bangla-
desh being the closest coun-
tries, additional thrust has 
been given to establishing 
markets in these countries 
for NRL products, he added.

Aizawl, Jan. 15 (PTI): 
At least 34 cases of  scrub 
typus infection have been 
reported from Haulawng 
village in Mizoram’s Lun-
glei district, officials said 
today.

State Nodal officer 
of  the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
(IDSP) Dr Pachuau Lal-
malsawma told PTI that a 
team of  doctors was sent 
to Haulawng village where 
at least 34 cases of  scrub 
typus infection have been 

reported but no death have 
taken place due to the infec-
tion.

Scrub typhus is a mite-
borne disease caused by 
Orientia tsutsugamushi (for-
merly Rickettsia tsutsuga-
mushi).

Symptoms are fever, a 
primary lesion, a macular 
rash, and lymphadenopa-
thy.

Lalmalsawma said the 
first case of  scrub typus 
infection was reported from 
Haulawng village in south-

ern Lunglei district during 
early part of this month.

Earlier, one person died 
and 81 people were infected 
with scrub typhus in Aizawl 
district’s Phullen and sur-
rounding villages like Lu-
angpawn, Thanglailung 
and Zawngin in December 
last year. 

Over 1,000 people were 
infected with the scrub ty-
phus of  which 35 people 
have died since 2012, the 
state Health department 
record said.

Aizawl, Jan. 15 (PTI): A 
67-year old man suffered 
bullet injuries after Myan-
marese army personnel, 
who reportedly mistook 
him for an insurgent, shot at 
him twice on Friday evening 
in southern Mizoram’s 
Lawngtlai district, a police 
report has said.

Monondo and his wife 
Banati, members of the Bru 
community, were collect-
ing medicinal herb - locally 
known as nchiri’ - along the 
border area when the My-
anmarese Army personnel 
shot at them, Lawngtlai SP 
Lalsanglura said.

“The shooting stopped 
after Banati screamed aloud 
and said they were Indian 
citizens, not insurgents,” he 
said, adding that the bullets 
hit Monondo on both the 
legs, breaking the bone of  
his right thigh.“The local 
villagers carried Monondo 
on a bamboo stretcher to 
Lawngtlai District Hospital, 
where he is still undergoing 
treatment. Doctors treating 
him there have said that 
he should be referred to an 
Aizawl hospital after his 
condition stabilizes,” the SP 
said. Police and Assam Ri-
fles personnel, who rushed 
to the site soon after the 
incident, are carrying out 
investigations into the case, 
he added.

Shillong, Jan. 15 (PTI): 
‘Sesame pork’ from the hills 
of  Meghalaya and ‘duck 
curry’ from the backwaters 
of Alleppey will be among 
the many indigenous cui-
sines served with a twist at 
a new restaurant in Texas 
soon.

Two chefs - Mayank 
Istwal, alumni of  IHM-
Guwahati, and Shivek Suri 
of IHM Aurangabad - have 
decided to open a eatery at 
Houston in Texas, where 
Indian food is largely un-
explored.

“The restaurants in the 
US mostly dish up kebabs 
and butter chicken as Indian 

food. The traditional items 
from the North East or the 
western part of the country 
have barely found its way 
to menu cards here. So, we 
thought it’s time to serve tra-
dition with a twist,” Istwal 
explained.

The chefs left their 
high-profile jobs in Banga-
lore and Delhi and moved 
to Houston in Texas in 
2016 after a friend gave 
them references of  an NRI 
couple who was willing 
to collaborate with Indian 
chefs for their new restau-
rant.

“We got in touch with 
Shammi Malik and his wife, 

who were planning to start 
a high-end restaurant, ‘The 
Spice Route Company’, 
later this year. Together, 
we felt the need to visit the 
kitchens of  India for reci-
pes,” Istwal said.

Soon after, in April Last 
year, Mayank and Shivek 
embarked on a 100-day 
journey, covering the length 
and breadth of  the coun-
try, to gather tips and se-
crets from the sculleries and 
kitchenettes.

“We tried to cover as 
many states as possible 
and collect recipes from 
the homemakers as we 
believe they are the best 

cooks in the world. Their 
recipes are best kept se-
crets of  a family,” Mayank 
told PTI.

The items that imme-
diately caught their fancies 
include ‘Garlic locho’ from 
the kitchens of  Gujarat, 
‘jadoh’ from Meghalaya 
and the Wazwan food of  
the Kashmiris, the IHM-
Guwahati alumni said.

By combining the tra-
ditional style of  prepara-
tion with contemporary 
techniques, the dishes will 
be given an all new avatar, 
keeping the essence and the 
authenticity of the flavours 
intact, he said.

The Spice Route Com-
pany, scheduled to open 
in the second half  of  this 
year, will serve an 18- to 
20- course meal, covering 
one dish each from most 
of  the states of  India, Suri 
asserted.

The menu will keep 
evolving, depending to 
the seasonal availability of  
items and the restaurant 
intends to collaborate with 
local farmers to source in-
gredients and spices from 
India.

The non-veg pickles of  
Nagaland, the delicacy of  
Manipur’s snail dishes and 
duck meat with Assamese 

spices are some of  the lip-
smacking items that will 
put the taste buds on fire, 
Mayank said.

The home cooked sea-
foods from Malvan in Ma-
harashtra and Goa, the corn 
dishes from Rajasthan, the 
fish curries and crab dishes 
from the far South are also 
to die for, he said. 

“The whole idea is to 
give our guest an exclu-
sive experience in dining. 
So basically we will not 
be selling food we would 
be selling experience and 
emotions. The whole expe-
rience would be a sensory,” 
Mayank added.

Shillong, Jan. 15 (PTI): Independent MLA 
Saleng A Sangma today resigned from Meg-
halaya Legislative Assembly and is made 
state president of  NCP in the poll-bound 
Meghalaya. Saleng has taken over as state 
chief of Sharad Pawar’s NCP after incum-
bent Sanbor Shullai had quit the party to join 
BJP a month back.

“I have received the resignation letter of  
Mr Saleng Sangma. I have also forwarded 
the same to the Speaker where he had accept-
ed his resignation,” Assembly commissioner 
and secretary Andrew Simons told PTI.

He said a notification in this regard 
will be issued shortly. In all 13 MLAs have 
resigned till date from the current Assembly.

NCP national general secretary Praful 
Patel send a letter to Saleng appointing him 
as new Meghalaya unit president.

“You have been appointed president of  
the Meghalaya state NCP with immediate 
effect,” Patel’s letter, a copy of which is made 
available to the media, said.

Patel is scheduled to visit Meghalaya 
tomorrow. The NCP had 2 MLAs in 2013 
elections and is lending support to the Con-
gress-led Meghalaya Progressive Alliance in 
the government led by Mukul Sangma.

After exit of Sanbor Shullai its now left 
with one MLA in M A Sangma.

The 60-member Meghalaya would go to 
poll soon as the term of the present house 
will end on March 6.

Exuding confidence that the party will 
further improve in the assembly elections 
this year, NCP working president Vijay Raj 
said another sitting MLA is likely to join the 
ranks. Meanwhile, the NCP got a shot in 
its arm when two BJP leaders and a mahila 
leader joined the party shortly after Saleng 
took over.

BJP mahila morcha Shillong city district 
president D Marbaniang, Pynthorumkhrah 
mondal president B Wanswett and BJP Yuva 
Morcha vice president Vijay Gupta along 
with their followers joined the NCP.

Imphal, Jan. 15 (IANS): 
One woman was injured in 
a blast after a grenade was 
lobbed at an army office 
here, located adjacent to the 
Raj Bhavan and close to the 
Chief Minister’s home and 
office, on Monday, police 
said. The office is located on 
the national highway No 2 
that skirts Raj Bhavan, the 
office cum residence of the 
chief  minister and other 
senior ministers and was full 
of cars and other vehicles as 
people were returning home 
after the day’s work. 

There was however no 
damage of the office or in-
jury to any soldiers. 

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, 
police said, adding that they 
also do not have any clues 
about the motive or identity 
of the insurgents. 

On receipt of the infor-

mation, state and central 
forces rushed to the spot. 

The attack comes two 
days after a powerful bomb 
blast in Ukhrul district. 

Police sources feel that 
Monday’s blast may be a 
“dress rehearsal” for the 
boycott of the Republic Day 
celebrations as all banned in-
surgent groups in the north-
east do every year. 

Police say that there is 
a sharp increase of  bomb 
blasts in Manipur in the past 
few months, and official 
sources also admit that there 
has been no improvement in 
the insurgency-related law 
and order situation. Chief  
Minister N. Biren Singh, 
who is in charge of Home, 
recently told IANS that he 
had sent feelers to the ma-
jor underground outfits for 
hammering out a durable 
peace in Manipur.

Kaziranga(Assam), Jan. 
15 (PTI): An adult female 
rhino was shot dead by 
poachers in Assam’s Ka-
ziranga National Park, a 
UNESCO declared World 
Heritage site, a senior For-
est department official said 
today.

Forest guards at Daflang 
camp under Bagore range 
of Kaziranga National Park 
heard two gunshots around 
9.10 yesterday night and 
reacted immediately by fir-
ing six rounds in defence of  
the animals there, Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forest 
(Wildlife) Bikash Brahma 

told media here.
Brahma said because of  

the quick action of the forest 
guards the poachers could 
not take away the horn of  
the dead rhino.

A combing operation 
has been launched to trace 
the poachers who fled away, 
the senior official said.

The incident was the 
first case of rhino killing by 
poachers this year. 

Last year five rhinos 
were killed by poachers in 
Kaziranga National Park 
while in 2016, 18 rhinos 
were killed by poachers and 
their horns taken away.

Thadou students suspend 
agitation after ‘understanding’  

Indian army chief warns Pakistan 
against supporting terror 

Akhil Gogoi to contest polls in 2021; work to start from March

Export to Southeast Asia via 
land route a reality — NRL

34 cases of scrub typus 
infection reported in Mizoram

Man shot at by 
Myanmarese 
soldiers

Texas restaurant to offer traditional Indian food with a twist

Saleng Sangma quits assembly to 
become Meghalaya NCP president

Woman injured in grenade blast 
near army office in Imphal

Rhino shot dead by poachers 
in Kaziranga National Park

News IN BrIef
7,59,519 voters in Mizoram after 
revised electoral roll
Aizawl, Jan. 15 (PTI): The total number of electorate 
in Mizoram after the completion of  the summary 
revision of  voters list is 7,59,519 as the electoral 
roll was published by the state election department 
today. Election department officials said that there is 
an increase of  1.96 per cent in the number of  voters 
after revision of  the electoral roll. Women voters 
outnumbered their male counterpart by 16,573. Total 
number of the female voters was 3,88,046 while that of  
male at 3,71,473. The highest increase in the number of  
voters was in Mamit district on Mizoram-Bangladesh-
Tripura border at 2.37 per cent, followed by Aizawl 
district at 2.11 per cent. The present voters list would 
be used in the coming election to the 40-member state 
assembly due by the end of this year.

Customs arrest two smuggling 
gold in rectum at Guwahati airport
Guwahati, Jan. 15 (PTI): CISF arrested two persons 
from the Lokopriya Gopinath Bordoloi International 
Airport here for hiding gold worth over Rs 30 lakh in 
their rectum for smuggling, customs officials said today. 
The CISF personnel detected the yellow metal in their 
bodies during security check at the airport last night, the 
officials said adding the two were on their way to board 
a flight to Kolkata. A detailed baggage and body search 
resulted in the sighting of six gold biscuits weighing 900 
grams. One was hiding four in his rectum, while another 
two gold biscuits, they said. The two were taken to 
Gauhati Medical College Hospital for x-ray and to take 
out the gold. The officials said that a similar incident was 
reported from Silchar in Assam where two passengers 
were arrested when they were about to board a flight to 
Kolkata at the airport there. Details of that seizure are 
yet to be known.

Drug abuse killed 65 in Mizoram 
in 2017
Aizawl, Jan. 15 (IANS): At least 65 persons, including 
12 women, died in Mizoram last year due to drug abuse, 
an official said on Monday.  The Excise and Narcotics 
Department official said 28 persons died due to heroin 
overdose and the rest due to abuse of  various other 
narcotics. According to the official, around 6.035 kg of  
heroin, 13,400 methamphetamine tablets and 159,471 
tablets of  pseudo-ephedrine were seized in 2017 in 
Mizoram. The Excise and Narcotics Department also 
seized 392 kg cannabis and destroyed 4,127 plants 
in mountainous areas. According to official records, 
drug abuse in the state has claimed at least 1,468 lives 
since 1984. Heroin and other drugs are smuggled into 
Mizoram from Myanmar.

Two women assaulted by burglar
Aizawl, Jan. 15 (PTI): Two elderly women were 
assaulted by a burglar at their house here today, Aizawl 
district’s police superintendent (SP) Neihchungnunga 
said. The SP said the two women are sisters and the 
elder one is 78-year-old while the younger was 70. 
They were found unconscious in their house located 
in the Bawngkawn locality of  the city this morning 
by neighbours. The younger sister was admitted in the 
Aizawl Civil Hospital as she had received head injury.  
Officials of Bawngkawn police station are investigating 
the matter, the SP added.
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The 1st Nagaland Girls battalion, Kohima group, giving a guard of honour to Maj. Gen. Atanu K Pattanaik.

Sachin Jaiswal addressing the election expenditure officials of Mokokchung on Jan. 12.

Election expenditure officials 
of Mokokchung trained 

Tseminyu’s board assigns 
Republic Day work to officials 

Special national integration 
camp of NCC culminates  

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (eMN): 
The special national integra-
tion camp of the National 
Cadet Corps (NCC) which 
commenced from Jan. 2 at 
Patkai Christian College in 
Dimapur has concluded on 
Jan. 13.
The chief of staff of 3rd Corps 
Maj. Gen. Atanu K Pattanaik 
presided over the valedictory 
function. This was informed 
in a press release issued by 
the PRO (defence) on Sun. 
In his speech Maj. Gen. At-

anu K Pattanaik praised the 
cadets for ‘showcasing their 
talents and putting up a 
high standard cultural pro-
gramme.’  The official was 
stated to have talked to the 
cadets about his experience 
as a NCC cadet and how 
present day NCC activities 
have progressed ‘many fold 
with modern technology 
and awareness through so-
cial media.’ Also, by talk-
ing about his experience 
and assignments to foreign 

countries, he gave the cadets 
a discourse about opportu-
nities they can avail in the 
armed forces.   
Further, Pattanaik advised 
them to work in unity for 
the betterment and progress 
of the country. He asserted 
that ‘every individual must 
hone their professional skills 
and contribute towards the 
welfare of our society.’ 
Saying that the country was 
‘fortunate to have a large 
youth force’ and that the 

society have expectations 
from them, he urged the 
cadets to continue to work 
hard with commitment and 
dedication, and to become 
responsible citizens of the 
country.
Maj. Gen. Atanu K Pattanaik 
encouraged the cadets to 
‘remember their mother 
tongue, traditions, culture, 
and roots.’
Though there are eight uni-
versities in the Northeast 
and lakh of graduates, Pat-

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 14.2 7.8 10.1 79 NIL

ZBt 10.3 6.7 7 83 NIL

Mon 22 12 12.3 89 NIL

tuensanG 14 10 4 58 NIL

MKG 15.2 9.4 10.2 77 NIL

PheK 17 7.4 8.4 92 NIL

KiPhire 20.2 9.8 10.5 93 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 16 9 11.5 79 NIL

tseMinYu 26 8 15.2 69 NIL

JaLuKie 21 11 10.9 86 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 22.4 16.4 15.8 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Teachers’ associations of Zbt. 
convene meeting  
The All Nagaland School Teacher Association and the All 
Nagaland Government Primary Teachers’ Association of 
Zunheboto have convened a joint meeting to be conducted 
on Jan. 17, 10:30 a.m. at the EBRC hall in Zunheboto. All 
the headmasters, headmistresses, head teachers, and 
teachers in-charge of all the schools attached with the 
establishments of the DEO / SDEO of Zunheboto have been 
requested to attend the meeting.

ANATG convenes general meeting
The ‘central team’ of the All Nagaland Ad-hoc Teachers Group 
(ANATG), 2015 batch, has convened a general meeting with 
ad-hoc teachers who have appeared for a suitability test on 
May 20 2017 and are waiting for service regularization, on 
Jan. 19 at 10 a.m. at the ANSTA’s rest house, near the High 
School ground in Kohima. All the teachers in concern are 
requested to attend the meeting. Action will be initiated 
against the absentees, the group has informed.

WCH’s jubilee committee to meet 
The golden jubilee organising committee of the Western 
Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) will conduct a meeting on 
Jan. 17, 11 a.m. at Seluophe village’s ground. All the 
sub-committee members, WCH’s executive members; 
Western Chakhesang GB Association, Western Chakhesang 
Mothers’ Association, Western Chakhesang Youth 
Organisation; affiliated units, village welfare unions and 
representatives of student unions are requested to attend 
the meeting. Elders and community leaders are also 
requested to attend the event.

News iN Brief

tanaik lamented, many edu-
cated youths are without 
jobs. He exhorted the cadets 
‘to work hard and refrain 
from self canter agenda,’ the 
updates informed.  
The chief of staff said that 
the NCC cadets were ‘lucky 
to be part of a disciplined 
organisation.’ For that rea-
son, he said, they should 
spread the message of unity 
and discipline, and of unity 
and diversity throughout the 
country.  
Further, in his concluding 
remarks at the event, the 
group commander of Kohi-
ma group Brig. SS Dhankhar 
appreciated the event as a 
‘great success.’ He congratu-
lated the cadets and thanked 
them for having displayed 
‘exemplary discipline and 
skills’ in all the activities that 
were undertaken during the 
camp.
Emphasising on the impor-
tance of the event, the com-
mander expressed hope that 
the cadets would spread the 
message of unity and dis-
cipline to the entire nation 
when they go back to their 
respective region. 
‘The north-eastern region 
being rich in resources, (it) 
can take India forward. One 
Nagaland can light up the 
whole of India with its coal 
resources or oil resources 
and become golden Naga-
land,’ Dhankhar asserted.

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (eMN): 
A training programme 
for officials appointed to 
various teams for election 
expenditure monitoring 
duties was conducted at 
the Mokokchung Town 
Hall on Jan. 12. Updates 
from the Mokokchung 
IPR informed on Mon.
Those who attended the 
training included officials 
and personnel appointed 
to be attached to the com-
plaint monitoring control 
room and call centre; as-
sistant expenditure ob-
servers; video viewing 
team, video surveillance 
team, accounting team, 
flying squad team, static 

surveillance team; and 
officials for media certi-
fication and monitoring 
cells.
In his keynote address, 
the district election of-
f icer  of  Mokokchung 
Sachin Jaiswal urged the 
trainees to be aware of 
their respective election-
eering duty. He said that 
more intensive training 
programmes would be 
conducted after the dec-
laration of the dates for 
elections for the state.
The training was con-
ducted by assistant com-
missioner of Mokokchung 
Ajit Kumar Verma. 
More than 200 officials 

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (eMN): 
The chief medical officer 
(CMO) of Kohima district 
has informed all the heads 
of departments that the 
medical board examina-
tion for confirmation of 
service, invalidation and 
commutation pension etc., 
for grade-III and grade-IV 
will be held in the office of 
the CMO at Paramedical 
colony at Kohima town. 

The dates of the exami-
nation are Feb. 1, May 3, 
Aug. 2, and Nov. 1 at 9:30 
a.m.

CMO Dr. A Vino Metha 
has informed that the 
medical board will sit the 
next day if a holiday falls 
on the mentioned dates.

The heads of depart-
ments are also request-
ed to inform their DDOs 
about the matter, besides 
sending the list of candi-
dates to the establishment 
in advance.

Dimapur, Jan. 15 (eMN): 
The monthly meeting of 
the Tseminyu Sub-Division 
Planning Development 
Board (SDPDB) was con-
ducted on Jan. 10 at DB’s 
conference hall in Tsem-
inyu. Extra Assistant Com-
missioner of Tseminyu Ke-
vungoto Kulnu presided 
over the meeting.
According a DPRO up-

date on Mon., the board’s 
members deliberated on 
preparation and distribu-
tion of assignments for the 
forthcoming Republic Day 
celebrations, which is to be 
conducted on Jan. 26 in the 
ADC’s office compound. 
The chairman has re-
quested all the heads of 
offices to effectively carry 
out their responsibilities.

CMO announces 
medical board 
examination

from various teams at-
tached with the Election 
Expenditure Monitoring cell 
attended the programme. 
Strengthening the election 
expenditure monitoring 
mechanism aims at ‘purify-
ing’ the forthcoming Naga-
land assembly elections, the 
report stated.
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Engineering a 
Walkover

It was in 1998 that the Naga Hoho gave the call to all the politi-
cal parties and intending candidates to boycott the then state 
assembly elections on account of the ceasefire agreement that 

was signed between the NSCN(IM) and the Government of India in 
1997. The slogan “We want solution not election” was an emotion-
ally strong message that won the hearts of many Nagas. For those 
who understood the nitty-gritties of politics it was also the ultimate 
scheme to ensure a walkover for the Naga Hoho. Unfortunately for 
Naga Hoho, it turned out that the walkover was for those who were 
better at statecraft and not them. If the NSCN(IM) backed slogan for 
the boycott was successful then the Naga Hoho would have been the 
only acceptable apex organisation at that time. The constitutional 
crises so generated would have forced the Centre to have some kind 
of arrangement with Naga Hoho for the administration of the state 
was the expectation. However all those scenarios became only sup-
positions and what-if analysis, with no practical implications. 

Regardless of the call, the Indian National Congress went ahead 
with the nominations followed by a few independent candidates. All 
the regional parties abstained from the elections process. Election 
process went ahead with a total of 79 contestants and polling was 
held in 17 constituencies. The final outcome was unprecedented in 
the history of the state when INC won 53 seats mostly uncontested. 
The remaining 7 seats were won by Independent candidates. It was 
also alleged that many of the independents had the tacit support of 
the INC and so ultimately the treasury bench had 59 members with 
a lone independent as opposition.  Although some candidates faced 
threats and probable attempts on life, all in all it was a walk in park 
for the Indian National Congress party, gift wrapped and handed 
over by the Naga Hoho. In the end, the regional parties turned out 
to be the biggest losers even leading to the de-recognition of the 
Nagaland Peoples’ Council party by the ECI. 

The branding of being an anti-Naga of those who joined the 
election process went on for some time but as public memory is 
short many of those who did not adhere to the boycott call are still 
very active in the state politics. The current chief minister being one 
of them. Some years later many of them instead turned out to be 
more brazen supporters of the peace process. Power and influence 
can also have its own soothing and remedial affects on a public that 
is so divided on regional, tribal and village lines that the public eas-
ily forgave the candidates. However they have not forgotten the role 
played by Naga Hoho at that time. 

In the last 20 years the Naga Hoho has become weaker; it had 
seen its heydays. It is in no way to undermine the wish and aspira-
tion of the people to have a strong Naga apex body for all Nagas. 
It still exists and will continue. Nevertheless the ground reality as 
of now is that to consider Naga Hoho as the voice of all the tribes 
have become doubtful. Looking back at the 1998 fiasco, realisation 
should also dawned that the peace process is not a tripartite talk 
nor does it have a third party negotiator. Therefore the solution is 
largely dependent on what India has to offer keeping in mind that it 
has to be favourable for India too. So a breakdown of constitutional 
machinery at such a juncture is not what the Government of India 
would want. The Naga Hoho therefore needs a rethink on the call to 
boycott the elections. Else even this time it would turn out just like 
a scheme for one of the national political parties to get a walkover.

God hears us when we pray.

One day, when I was deeply concerned about the welfare of one close 
to me, I found encouragement in part of the Old Testament story of 
Samuel, a wise leader of the Israelites. As I read how Samuel inter-

ceded for God’s people as they faced trouble, I strengthened my resolve to 
pray for the one I loved.

The Israelites faced the threat of the Philistines, who had previously 
defeated them when God’s people didn’t trust in Him (see 1 Samuel 4). After 
repenting of their sins, they heard that the Philistines were about to attack. 
This time, however, they asked Samuel to continue praying for them (7:8), 
and the Lord answered clearly by throwing their enemy into confusion (v. 
10). Though the Philistines may have been mightier than the Israelites, the 
Lord was the strongest of them all. 

When we ache over the challenges facing those we love, and fear the 
situation won’t change, we may be tempted to believe that the Lord will not 
act. But we should never underestimate the power of prayer, for our loving 
God hears our pleas. We don’t know how He will move in response to our 
petitions, but we know that as our Father He longs for us to embrace His 
love and to trust in His faithfulness.

Do you have someone you can pray for today?

BIBLE READ:  1 SAMUEL 7:7–14

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Do not stop crying out to the Lord our God for us, that he may 

rescue us. 1 Samuel 7:8

DAILY
PATH
The Power of Prayer

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Brahmaputra Valley, ( Kikho Rang 
in Lotha dialect meaning, the shores of 
Brahmaputra ),  was like a Magic river as 
one day an old man went to Brahmaputra 

valley/ Shores and the spirit of the river told him 
that, Ocean wave is coming to the Brahmaputra 
valley and many people will die. So he returned 
back and told the people that a bad wave is com-
ing and a Song was sung -: Quote ”Ena jopa jow-
otole, lima ezhu nmhomo ji vena tsaila, Jeni lo ha 
tikhontale, Yeni loha tikhontale, Pvutso-potso lo 
ha tikhontale”Unquote. Not long after this fore-
casts, the waves reached Brahmaputra Valley in 
the form of a severe natural calamity when the 
whole of Nagaland was swept by Epidemics of 
Dysentery and many people died. In this strong 
wave of Epidemic altogether 36 Naga Villages 
were destroyed and wiped out. The story of those 
36 Villages was confining to the Lotha Naga tribe  
excluding other Naga Tribes such as  the Zeliang, 
Angami, Phom and Konyak etc although they 
were also equally affected by the same wave of 

epidemic and natural calamity. This ancestral 
story was not told nor related earlier.  

The claim over the State of Arunachal Pradesh 
by China needs to be studied carefully and both 
the Governments of China and India needs to 
consult each other minutely. Many years after 
the British came and occupied Brahmaputra Val-
ley, the British had only economic interests but 
not political or Social or on human beings there-
by they left out the Hills areas like the Himalay-
an ranges, as well as the foot of Himalayas like 
Myanmar, Nagaland  Mizoram and Tripura etc. 
British’s economic interests had created Social 
barriers amongst the Nagas dwelling in the ad-
ministered and un-administered areas including 
other Tribes of the North East leaving the Nagas. 
This divisive policy of the British kept the Nagas 
of administered and un-administered areas to 
fight.

The British Governor, viz; Mr. Rich, he had 
mentioned in his Book, stating that, four An-
gami Villages,viz; Khonoma, Mezoma, Jotsoma 

and Kohima raided Nowgong 4 times showing 
their resentments for occupying their ancestral 
lands without the permissions and consents of 
the Nagas. Zeliangs Nagas also conquered parts 
of Kasi Hills and established a Village namely, 
Ntonglowa near Guwahati and Nongpho. How-
ever, the Nagas did not claim because the Village 
was willfully uprooted and dismantled and came 
away to Nagaland and the same Ntonglowa Vil-
lage was re-established which still exists till date.

At present many historians and story tellers 
had died and there is practically no one to relate 
the Naga history. 

The Nagas’ claim of the boundary does not 
include the whole of the Brahmaputra Valley but 
only a small area which is less than One tenth of 
today’s Brahmaputra Valley. The Nagas had been 
making their claims of their ancestral lands only 
through peaceful negotiations.      

TA Ngullie 
Ex Minister, Nagaland            

T
süngkamneo also known 
as Neotoneo which means 
chief festival of festivals. It 
is by tradition & customary 
practices the most signifi-

cant & important festival. There are 
almost 10 significant festivals that 
were celebrated by the Yimchungrü 
Nagas in the ancient past. However, 
with the changes in the social sys-
tem & norms in the present & mod-
ern days & times, many of these tra-
ditional & festival practices are no 
longer observed & celebrated as in 
the past. These practices must be re-
vived so as to maintain our historical 
background & heritage; otherwise we 
would be uncertain of our identity & 
equally result in a threat to our so-
cial identity. Nagas are distinctively 
known by their unique social & po-
litical history, customs & traditions, 
which are renowned all over the 
world.

Tsüngkamneo or Neotoneo is cel-

ebrated in the month of ‘Youngphu’ 
(January) & hence seasonally called 
as Tsüngkamneo or Winter Festival. 
In the ancient days, the preparation 
to observe this festival took months 
ahead, especially after harvest which 
was normally after the month of Oc-
tober.

One very unique & outstanding 
feature or practice of the festival was 
Aneo-ji khi or Limtsüa-tsuachih -khi 
(Holding special feasts of merit for 
special invitee’s where the Chief feast 
master would host the entire village, 
communities etc. In this practice, ex-
pensive gifts were presented & also 
exchanged for lifelong friendship. 
During festival, Peace Treaties, bond-
ing of relationship, reconciliations 
were observed between the warring 
villages, communities & individuals. 
This was observed by hosting lav-
ish feasts between the enemies & 
at the same time re-affirmation/ 
re-strengthening & maintaining of 
friendship between existing enemies.

Another point to be noted is the 
feast of merit & kind of thanksgiving 

for the blessings such as livestock, 
harvest & other wealth & properties.  
The best of delicacies in different 
items/Menu & special brewed/drinks 
were prepared in the finest & choices 
eg Preparation of the special items 
& best of wine such as the finest rice 
beer were served in Mithun horns 
& special crafted wooden/bamboo 
mugs. Normally the finest animals 
were slaughtered for the feast.

A particular folk song called as 
“Penkhun” where the song is sung 
describing the basic elements of 
the earth/ universe & the role of the 
Man-Kind in the social spheres &b 
norms. It is also noted to be a taboo 
to abuse the process of the song, in 
other words it must be completely 
sung from beginning to end in term 
of notes & lyrics. It is also said that 
the song is sung from morning till 
sunset. A Robust dancing & waltz-
ing were displayed by the warriors 
& the young. Both genders had dif-
ferent items of dance performance, 
different traditional games & sports 
were also organised. The duration of 

the festival last a few days keeping in 
mind that the festival is prepared in 
months.

During this festival, the finest & 
the best textiles/clothing were woven 
to be worn, where along with dress-
ing there is display of traditional jew-
ellery & ornaments. One outstanding 
shawl which was adorned was “Rhe-
hü khim/ Rhehü khih-khim”, where 
the patterns in the shawl displayed 
bravery, wealth, & status in the soci-
ety. There were other shawls which 
depicted similar significances.  

This festival is significant & out-
standing encompassing the historical 
heritage, social-cultural, economic 
& political heritage of the Yimchun-
grü Nagas. This festival was/is origi-
nally & uniquely practiced by the 
Yimchungrü Nagas since the ancient 
times, which must be proudly main-
tained & practiced as a heritage.

Note: Yimchungrü Arih -Ako Chu-
mukedima will be celebrating  Tsung-

kam-neo Festival on 16th January 
2018 at Chumukedima Town Hall.

New Delhi, January 15 (India Science 
Wire): A new study by a group of In-
dian Pediatricians shows that many 
newborns are protected from Hepa-
titis B infection by antibodies they 
receive from the mother and therefore 
hepatitis B vaccination at birth may 
not be necessary.

Hepatitis B, a viral infection which 
causes liver cirrhosis or liver cancer, is 
a cause of one lakh deaths per year in 
India. This disease spreads by contact 
with infected blood or body fluids and 
can pass from mother to baby, child to 
child, through blood transfusions and 
unprotected sexual contact. Over 40 
million Indians are chronically infect-
ed with Hepatitis B. Many people can 
live without symptoms for years and 
once they realize they have an infec-
tion, it is often too late for treatment. 

Infants (below 1 year) are most 
susceptible to this virus accounting for 
90% of cases. Therefore, theNational 

Immunization Policyrecommends 
a pragmatic vaccination schedule 
wherein the vaccine is given at birth 
for institutional deliveries and at 6 
week to children born outside such 
health-care settings (due to practi-
cal inabilities). This research study, 
funded by Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), was conducted to 
examine if the birthdose is crucial for 
attaining full immunity against hepa-
titisB infection.

For the study, blood samples from 
1-5-year old childrenfrom five states 
- Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand and Gujarat - were col-
lected to measure antigen and anti-
bodies of Hepatitis B virus. Among 
these, 880 children were completely 
immunizedand were given a birth 
dose of hepatitis B vaccine, 686 were 
completely immunized but were not 
given a birth dose of hepatitis B vac-
cineand 844 were unvaccinated. It was 
found that children who were given 
complete vaccination (with or without 
birth-dose of hepatitis B vaccine) had 

a similar level of protection against 
infection. This means birth dose may 
not be necessary for full immunization 
to this virus.

A large number of children who 
were unvaccinated also showed the 
presence of antibodies. The present 
study together with earlier evidence 
suggests that these antibodies are 
passively acquired from mothers and 
give protection to newborns (without 
a birth dose) and those who remain 
unvaccinated.

“We found birth dose was not 
needed as infection rates were the 
same regardless of birth dose.How-
ever, if the mother is a hepatitis B 
carrier especially if she is e-antigen 
positive, the baby must be vaccinated 
at birth”, Dr. Jacob Puliyel, the study’s 
primary author and a pediatrician at 
St. Stephens Hospital in Delhi, told 
India Science Wire.

Dr.Puliyel added “studies must 
be replicable before they can be ac-
cepted. We now have two studies, one 
from South India and this one from 

North India showing that many babies 
have acquired passive immunity that 
may be protecting them soon after 
birth when they are most vulnerable 
to develop chronic hepatitis. Further, 
studies may be done to confirm these 
findings.”

The research findings have pub-
lished in the Indian Journal of Pediat-
rics. The research team included Jacob 
Puliyel (St Stephens Hospital,New 
Delhi), PathikNaik(Pathik Children’s 
Hospital, Surat), Ashish Puliyel (Con-
sumer CAP HPI, London), Kishore 
Agarwal (SardarmalKhandaka Memo-
rial Hospital, Jaipur), Vandana Lal and 
NimmiKansal(Dr Lal Path Labs, New 
Delhi), DevkiNandan(Dr. Ram Mano-
har Lohia Hospital), VikasTripathi 
and Prashant Tyagi(Pt Madan Mohan 
Malaviya Hospital,New Delhi),Saroj 
K. Singh (Nazareth Hospital, Alla-
habad), Rajeev Srivastava (SGRRIM 
&SMI Hospital, Dehradun), Utkarsh 
Sharma (TirthankerMahavir Medical 
College, Moradabad), and V. Sreenivas 
(AIIMS,New Delhi).

J
ob creation, revamping of the 
education system and making 
India the global hub of health 
care are the three goals which 
Rahul Gandhi has set for a “new, 

shining” Congress, as he told a con-
vention of NRIs in Bahrain recently.

Since there’s many a slip between 
the cup and the lip, it is too early to 
say whether his hope of being in a 
position to fulfil these promises will 
come true. But as far as the Congress 
is concerned, the objectives which he 
underlined denote a shift from the 
party’s earlier policies which can be 
said to have led to its downfall in 2014.

The leitmotiv of those policies, 
which were the handiwork of the Left-
leaning National Advisory Council 
(NAC) headed by then Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, was populism, 
which cared little for either fiscal 
discipline or for being in tune with the 
economic reforms introduced in 1991 
and continued by Manmohan Singh 
from 2004.

Nothing exemplified the absence 
of monetary restraint more than Sonia 
Gandhi’s pet project of food security, 
which aimed at providing subsidised 
food to an estimated 67 per cent of the 
population at an annual cost of Rs 1.25 
lakh crore. There were other such prof-
ligate initiatives as well, including the 
rural employment programme, which 
were ostensibly targeted at the poor.

But they didn’t help the party. In-
stead, the voters turned from the lure 
of doles and freebies to the prospect 
of employment promised by Narendra 
Modi. The age of subsidies provided 
by a paternalistic, mai-baap ki sarkar 
was over.

If Rahul Gandhi has understood 
this, it is all to the good. What his em-
phasis on job creation, etc., shows is 
a welcome change of focus from his 
mother’s socialistic approach (which 
she appears to have learnt from Indira 
Gandhi) to an encouragement of free 
enterprise, which will boost growth, 
which was a dirty word for the NAC’s 
Aruna Roy who lamented Manmohan 
Singh’s preoccupation with economic 
development rather than with welfare 
measures.

It was the objection of crypto-
communists like her which made 
the government of the time take 
its “foot off the accelerator of re-
forms”, as former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram subsequently regret-
ted. The Congress is now paying the 
political cost of that mistake.

Rahul Gandhi’s task, therefore, is 
to undo that lapse of judgement. But 
it will not be easy because his mother 
is not the only “socialist” in the party. 
The Congress has always been un-
easy about the economic reforms as 
it believed that they benefited only 
the capitalists. Rahul’s “suit-boot ki 
sarkar” jibe against the Modi govern-
ment is a reflection of that mindset.

Yet, if he is interested in reducing 
unemployment, there is no option for 
him but to enlist the support of the 
suited and booted private sector in 
order to increase its share of invest-
ment. He will also have to encour-
age foreign investment. As of now, 
the Congress chief has not been too 
forthcoming with his economic views, 
concerned as he is with countering the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) propa-
ganda against his dynastic lineage and 
his party’s supposedly pro-Muslim 
inclinations.

One reason why he may not have 

articulated his economic thinking 
with greater clarity is probably that the 
Congress will then have to come out 
virtually endorsing the BJP’s pro-mar-
ket line with an emphasis on industrial 
and infrastructural development.

Indeed, there is nowadays little 
difference in the outlook of the various 
parties on this score with the earlier 
focus on a controlled economy with 
the public sector being perched on the 
“commanding heights”, to use Indira 
Gandhi’s phrase, being replaced by a 
preference for an open market with 
the private sector playing a leading 
role.

From whatever little that Rahul has 
said so far on the economy, he seems 
to prefer small and medium industries 
rather than large ones, appar-
ently because the former can 
generate more employment 
than the large, automated 
factories with their compo-
nent of robots.

But as long as he steers 
the Congress away from its 
1955 goal of ushering in a 
“socialistic pattern” of soci-
ety, he will be a true inheritor 
of Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision 
of an advanced country 
where dams -- stand-
ing for industries -- 
will be seen as the 
“temples of a new 
India”.

For Nehru’s 
great grandson, 
t h e  c o m i n g 
months will 
provide  an 
opportunity 
to eradicate 
the party’s 
two major 

mistakes which enabled the BJP to 
move from the margins of politics to 
centre-stage. These were, first, the 
Shah Bano episode in the mid-1980s 
which tended to substantiate the 
BJP’s charge of Muslim appeasement 
against the Congress; and, secondly, 
the stalling of economic reforms in the 
last two years of the Manmohan Singh 
government which boosted Modi’s 
prospects in 2014.

Even as Rahul’s temple visits aim 
at robbing the BJP of its monopolistic 
claims on Hinduism, he will also have 
to pick up the pieces which the Con-
gress foolishly let fall from its hands 
at a time when poverty was being 
reduced at the fastest-ever rate, as 
between 2005-06 and 2011-12, by reaf-

firming the party’s commitment 
to economic reforms.

(Amulya Ganguli is a 
political analyst. The views 

expressed are personal. 
He can be reached at 

amulyaganguli@gmail.
com)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):   Unexpected 
premonitions and gut feelings might prove 
too strong for comfort, Aries, especially if  
they sense upcoming events that aren’t all that 

pleasant. These feelings are sent to you not to worry you 
or cause upset but to give clues as to how to deal with the 
possibilities. You may also have to deal with your own 
self-doubt. Dig in, do what you can, and assure a positive 
outcome. Remember, it’s possible to spin straw into gold!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A goal that you’ve been 
working toward for a long time and in which 
you’ve placed a lot of  hope and confidence, 
may suddenly seem in doubt today, Taurus. 
This doesn’t mean it’s dead in the water by any 

means. It only means that for now you just need to work 
a little harder and rebuild your faith in it. Tomorrow your 
doubts could well be a thing of  the past. Work hard and 
hang in there.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A partner or 
colleague might be going through some changes 
right now, causing you to wonder if  you have 
a future with this person. It might appear that 

you’re moving ahead while this person is lagging behind. 
This could be just a temporary condition, Gemini, so take 
care not to jump to any conclusions at this time. Offer 
your assistance and do what you can, then let the person 
work things out. This may pass in a few days.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): At this time you 
might be in the space where you tend to doubt 
concepts and attitudes that you’ve accepted all 
your life. You generally tend to be a service-

oriented person, Cancer, and today you might want to help 
out someone close to you. Yet this person may have deeply 
buried issues that only he or she can deal with, and therefore 
might give the appearance of being unappreciative. Rest as-
sured that this is not the case.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Dreams and visions 
might give rise to the desire to be especially artis-
tic and creative today, Leo. Ideas for new artis-
tic projects could be popping in and out of your 

head all day, and you might go into a panic doubting that 
you’ll ever have the time to make any of your ideas a reality. 
At this time, you can only write down whatever pops into 
your head in order of your own preference. Then work with 

each in turn.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Successes over 
the past several weeks, along with an increase in 
money, might give rise to the desire to improve 

your living situation, Virgo. You might have doubts, how-
ever, as to how best to go about doing it. Should you move 
or should you simply remodel? Should you move close by or 
to a different area? It’s best to simply list the pros and cons of  
each option and then consider them all carefully. You don’t 
have to decide right now.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Stress from what-
ever work pressures you’ve been experiencing 
might cause you to feel a bit under the weather. 
Yet you’re probably unwilling to take some time 
off because you’re too concerned about finishing 

what you’re doing in a timely manner, Libra. It’s important 
to remember that you won’t finish it at all if  you exhaust 
yourself. Move slowly and steadily, take time out to relax a 
little, and all will go more smoothly than you think.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Blocks and 
obstacles that you may have reached with regard 
to your projects might cause you to wonder if  
you have what it takes to get them done at all, 

Scorpio. This is OK, but don’t get caught up in doubting 
your abilities. Step back, be objective, and work out the most 
practical and efficient ways to get past the obstacles and at-
tain the results you want. Don’t let your insecurities get the 
best of you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Although 
almost everything in your life seems to be going 
well, Sagittarius, today you just might find your-
self  in a bit of a panic. You might have a tem-

porary fit of fear that your luck won’t last. However, this is 
most likely due to your deepest insecurities flaring up. Don’t 
read too much into it, and don’t pay any attention to the 
doubts expressed by others. Believe in yourself, continue to 
work hard, and keep moving ahead.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might find yourself  at a loss as to how to proceed 
with a particular task or project in which you’re 
involved, Capricorn. There might be a number 

of  options open to you, all workable, and this could prove 
confusing. If  all options are efficient and practical, don’t ago-
nize over your decision. Flip a coin if  you have to! Success 
is strongly indicated if  you don’t stress yourself  out in the 
process.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Something may 
be troubling a family member, Aquarius, and this 
person doesn’t seem inclined to talk about it. Your 
intuition seems to be temporarily blocked, so you 

can’t figure it out for yourself. Don’t try; it’s probably buried 
too deeply within the other person. Make it clear that you’re 
there if  needed and then allow this person to go his or her own 
way. Don’t let this situation cause you to doubt their need and 
respect for you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Today you might 
feel as if  you’re living in a fog, Pisces. Some in-
teresting but puzzling news may come your way 
today. It might be information of such a bizarre 

nature that you find it difficult to accept, yet your source could 
be more than reliable. Conversations with others might seem 
vague and uncertain, as those around you aren’t really feeling 
all that communicative. You might have to rely on intuition to 
discern how they’re feeling.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
he visit of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to India (Janu-
ary 14-19) commemorates the 25th 
anniversary of the opening of an 
Indian embassy in Tel Aviv in 1992 

and will further consolidate an important 
and strategically distinctive bilateral relation-
ship for both nations. It has had a chequered 
past since the post-World War II birth of both 
countries but is poised for a pragmatic future 
trajectory based on shared interests.

With a population below nine million and 
a GDP of $350 billion, Israel is relatively small 
compared to the Indian behemoth with a 
population of 1.25 billion and a GDP of $2.5 
trillion. Yet Israel occupies a very special niche 
in India’s security framework and has been a 
supplier of critical military technology. This 

was illustrated during the 1999 Kargil War, 
when precision-guided ordnance was ob-
tained from Tel Aviv. 

That India is among the world’s largest im-
porters of military inventory and that Israel is 
a major arms exporter also provides a natural 
complementarity to the bilateral relation-
ship. Over the last two decades, the quantum 
of military-related imports from Israel has 
steadily increased. It is estimated that India, 
which buys almost $1 billion worth annually, 
accounts for over 40 percent of Israeli defence 
exports.

The Netanyahu visit reciprocates that of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in July 2017, 
the first by an Indian Prime Minister to Israel. 
The Modi-Netanyahu personal chemistry was 
on display during that visit which was recipro-
cated as Modi personally received the Israeli 
leader at the airport when he arrived Sunday 

afternoon. The two leaders share many char-
acteristics, including a visible political resolve 
in relation to Islamic radicalism and terrorism. 
Netanyahu will also get the Gujarat-special 
status, a detour to Ahmedabad, which Modi 
accords to certain leaders.

During the July visit, Modi said, “Israel 
and India live in complex geographies. We are 
aware of strategic threats to regional peace 
and stability. Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
I agreed to do much more together to protect 
our strategic interests.” The joint statement 
also added: “There can be no justification of 
acts of terror on any grounds whatsoever.”

While the bilateral with Israel has been 
described as a “strategic partnership”, India’s 
relations with Israel cannot be divorced from 
the larger West Asian geopolitical canvas where 
Palestine is a major factor.

The Jewish quest for a permanent home-

land goes back a long way. Mahatma Gandhi 
had opined in 1931: “I can understand the 
longing of a Jew to return to Palestine, and he 
can do so if he can without the help of bayo-
nets, whether his own or those of Britain... in 
perfect friendliness with the Arabs.” This 
sentiment shapes the Indian approach to the 
complex and tangled Palestine issue. 

India has traditionally supported the Pales-
tine cause on the international stage and has 
sought to maintain a fine balance regarding its 
bilateral with Israel in the competing regional 
politics of West Asia. It appeared that the Modi 
dispensation government had taken a bold 
decision to remove the hyphenation between 
Israel and Palestine, but it would be misleading 
to infer that the government has uncritically 
cast its weight totally with Israel and the US.

The recent vote at the UN over the Trump 
declaration about Jerusalem saw Delhi voting 

with the larger global consensus that censured 
the US over its announcement. Netanyahu, on 
the eve of his India visit, said this vote would 
not materially affect the bilateral. India and Is-
rael are keen to expand the current bandwidth 
of the trade and economic relations to move 
beyond military sales and include energy, cy-
ber security and innovation in desert/arid land 
agriculture, among other sectors.

The last leg of the Netanyahu visit will take 
him to Mumbai. The enormity of the Novem-
ber 2008 terror attack that targeted Chabad 
House will be recalled, though justice for the 
innocent victims -- Indian, Israeli and other 
nationalities, remains elusive.  

(C. Uday Bhaskar is Director, Society for Policy 
Studies, New Delhi. The article is in special 

arrangement with South Asia Monitor. He can 
be contacted at cudayb@gmail.com)

A 
small boy hauls enthusiastically on 
his fishing rod. The line flies up and 
a needle-spined fish strikes him in 
the eye. Desperate to stay outdoors, 
he ignores the pain, but his sight 

deteriorates over the following months. He 
continues to pursue his love of nature but, 
now blind in one eye, he is confined to study-
ing creatures that are easy to see: insects. He 
grows to become the global authority on ants, 
and in later life is given the moniker ‘the father 
of biodiversity’.

The man is E O Wilson, the eminent 
American biologist. In his book The Diversity 
of Life (1992), he described biodiversity as an 
assemblage that ‘has eaten the storms – folded 
them into its genes – and created the world 
that created us. It holds the world steady.’ We 
tend to think of biodiversity as a landscape of 
teeming jungles and coral reefs, its destruction 
manifesting as forest clearance and species 
extinction. However, these images don’t cap-
ture the full significance of the equilibrium 
that Wilson described. Biodiversity is not just 
the abundance of life on Earth. Rather, it is 
what maintains the resilience and flexibility 
of the environment as a whole, so that life can 
weather the inevitable ‘storms’.

The global Convention on Biological Di-
versity defines its subject as variability among 

living organisms at three different levels: 
within species, between species, and of eco-
systems. The first diversity, ‘within species’, is 
at the level of the gene. A species is made up of 
individuals. For example, the 10,000 or so spe-
cies of ant are estimated to comprise a stagger-
ing 1015 individuals. (That’s 1 followed by 15 
zeroes!) With the rare exception of twins, each 
of these individuals will have their own unique 
combination of genes. If we destroy half of the 
ants in each species, we will still have 10,000 
kinds of ant, but we’ll have lost 50 per cent of 
each species’ genetic diversity. In recent his-
tory, many species have been reduced to far 
smaller numbers. Pre-Columbus, 25 million 
bison roamed the plains of North America, but 
by the late 1880s fewer than 100 remained in 
the wild. Although conservation interventions 
have since increased bison numbers to the 
hundreds of thousands, the genetic diversity 
that was lost can never be recovered.

We can think about the value of genetic di-
versity using examples from our own species. 
Humans have different alleles or gene variants 
for eye colour, hair curliness, muscle tone and 
so forth. These alleles can be advantageous in 
one environment but not in another. In cloudy 
northern climes, pale skin is good for increas-
ing the uptake of vitamin D, but in sunny re-
gions it’s disadvantageous, as it makes people 
prone to sunburn and skin cancer. Efficient 
fat storage will increase your survival on an 
island where the food supply is unpredictable, 

but it can be a fast-track to Type-2 diabetes if 
you follow a sugar-loaded Western diet. A wide 
genetic diversity gives us more options in the 
face of rapid environmental change, whether 
that change is due to climatic conditions, a 
new disease or an invasive species.

The second layer is diversity ‘between spe-
cies’. This is the definition of biodiversity with 
which we are most familiar – the fantastic as-
sortment of animals, plants and micro-organ-
isms in the world. Of the 9 million or more esti-
mated total species on Earth, we’ve described 
about 1.2 million. We have a good knowledge 
of birds and mammals, and have documented 
about 70 per cent of plants. By contrast, a trawl 
of the deep sea can yield around 90 per cent of 
unknown species. Species are not evenly dis-
tributed across the world. There are multiple 
hypotheses for what lies behind this trend, but 
the pattern is clear: species richness increases 
from the poles to the equator.

Lastly, we have ‘diversity of ecosystems’. 
Species interact with each other and with the 
sunlight, air, soil and water to form ecosys-
tems. From the arctic tundra to tropical rain-
forest, from estuaries to the midnight zones 
of the deep sea, the Earth houses a wealth of 
ecosystems. Delineating these zones is not al-
ways straightforward. An ecosystem might be 
as large as the Great Barrier Reef or as small as 
the community of sponges, algae and worms 
hosted on a spider crab’s shell. While there is a 
clear division between a coastal forest and the 

sea below, there is no distinct point at which a 
forest ends and a savannah begins.

The species within an ecosystem compete 
with each other for resources such as light 
and food – but they also rely on each other. 
Of the world’s flowering plants, 87 per cent 
are pollinated by animals, and coral reefs 
provide shelter for 25 per cent of our marine 
life. Bacteria recycle dead matter into nitrates, 
the only compounds from which plants can 
build proteins. Ecosystems provide ‘services’ 
that support life both within and beyond the 
ecosystem. Humans could not live without 
these services, which include clean air, drink-
ing water, decomposition of wastes, and the 
pollination of food plants.

One intriguing natural phenomenon is 
that, in any given ecosystem, a few species 
will be very numerous, but most will be quite 
scarce. That is, common species are rare, 
and rare species are common. Just as genetic 
diversity provides species with resilience 
to environmental change, species diversity 
increases the resilience of ecosystems. For 
example, there’s a rare species of yeast found 
in freshwater ecosystems in eastern Pennsyl-
vania. In the presence of mercury contamina-
tion, the yeast short-circuits the metabolic 
pathway by which most species succumb to 
poisoning. It stores the quicksilver in a vacu-
ole and later deposits it on a surface such as a 
rock. During this time, the yeast becomes very 
abundant, but the toxic environment reduces 

the abundance of other species. Once the 
yeast has cleaned up the mercury, however, 
environmental conditions no longer favour it; 
it declines in number, and those of other spe-
cies rebound. In the right conditions, it seems 
likely that any rare species would be able to 
increase its abundance in an ecosystem. In 
this way, an ecosystem’s diversity might reflect 
what’s happened in its environmental past, 
and indicate its potential to adapt to future 
change.

The irony is that the word ‘biodiversity’ 
has currency mostly because humans are in 
the process of destroying what it refers to. 
The term was first used at the US National 
Research Council in 1985, while conven-
ing a forum to address concerns regarding 
biodiversity loss. Following the event, the 
philosopher Bryan Norton likened the Earth 
to a patient whose survival is dependent on 
a life-support machine. Hospital staff enter 
and announce that, in order to increase the 
hospital’s revenue, they will be selling a few 
components of the machine. ‘It’s got so many 
wires and screws, it can’t possibly need them 
all,’ they blithely assure the patient. Would 
you take that gamble? Biodiversity underpins 
life as we know it. It is the very apparatus that 
holds us steady.

(Elizabeth Boakes , is a research associate at 
the Centre for Biodiversity and Environment 

Research at University College London.)

A
fter all, few experts foresaw Anwar 
al-Sadat’s trip to Jerusalem in 1977, 
which led to the first peace treaty be-
tween Israel and an Arab state, nor did 
they predict the Iranian Revolution of 

1978-79 or the Arab uprisings of 2010-11. Hav-
ing taught and written about the Middle East for 
three decades, however, I feel confident in mak-
ing the following forecast for the region in 2018.

1. The Syrian conflict will drag on without 
resolution.
In Syria, the government will continue to recon-
quer territory, but will not be able to expand its 
control across the entire country.

There are four reasons for this.
First, regime opponents who have borne the 

brunt of the regime’s brutality for the past seven 
years know better than to throw themselves on 
its mercy now. In the past, they have treated 
government offers of amnesty with scorn. They 
will continue to do so. Second, the government 
is too weak. Most of the territorial gains the gov-
ernment made during the past two years were 
accomplished by subcontractors – Hezbollah, 
Iranian units, Iranian-trained and controlled 
militias and private militias – not by the depleted 
government forces.

Third, the overwhelming majority of op-
position groups operate within the confines of a 
single province. This indicates that they are local 
forces under the control of a local power broker. 
Having experienced the lighter hand of the gov-
ernment for the past six years, they are unlikely 
to willingly surrender their hard-won autonomy.

Finally, the Syrian civil war has been a proxy 
war with the West and Saudi Arabia and its Gulf 
allies supporting the opposition. While that aid 

will certainly decline as a result of donor fatigue 
and logistical problems, it will probably not end. 
As a result, the opposition will not surrender 
from sheer exhaustion.

The former Arab League and United Nations 
peace envoy to Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi, will be 
proved correct. Several years ago, he predicted 
the Syrian civil war would end with the “Soma-
lization” of Syria.

Like Somalia, Syria will have an internation-
ally recognized government and permanent 
representation at the United Nations. It will 
continue to issue and stamp passports and, if 
it so chooses, will send a team to the Olympics. 
However, like the government of Somalia, the 
government of Syria will reign, not rule, over the 
entirety of its internationally recognized borders.

2. Saudi Arabia’s ‘reforms’ will fizzle.
Saudi Arabia will continue to make reforms un-
der the direction of Crown Prince Muhammed 
bin Salman, but those reforms will be purely 
cosmetic.

Although the crown prince has been por-
trayed as a reformer, it is important to remember 
that Bashar al-Assad, the president of Syria, once 
played that role as well.

The crown prince will continue to try to con-
solidate power in his branch of the ruling fam-
ily. So far, he has imprisoned other princes and 
economic elites on charges of corruption, while 
spending US$300 million on a house in France.

He has also taken power away from another 
pillar of the Saudi ruling group – the religious es-
tablishment. In fact, the so-called “loosening” of 
restrictions in Saudi Arabia – allowing women to 
drive, opening entertainment centers, stripping 
the religious police of the power to make arrests 
and promoting a “more moderate” Islam – are 
all aspects of his campaign to divest the religious 
establishment of its power and centralize power 

in the hands of his immediate family.
Only by releasing prisoners of conscience 

from Saudi jails and ending the barbaric war in 
Yemen might the crown prince demonstrate he 
is a true reformer.

The crown prince’s push to liberalize the 
Saudi economy will also fail. Two years ago he 
announced his “Vision 2030.” It includes a list 
of off-the-shelf neo-liberal recommendations 
intended to turn Saudi Arabia into a market 
economy within 14 years.

The implementation of Vision 2030 would 
mean ending a governmental tradition of buying 
the loyalty of Saudi citizens through subsidies 
and employment. It would mean ensuring a free 
flow of information in a country that, in 2017, 
Reporters Without Borders ranked 168th of 180 
countries in terms of press freedom.

It would mean dramatically increasing fe-
male workforce participation from 22 percent 
to a stated goal of 30 percent – still well below 
the global norm of 49 percent – and adding 2.5 
million private sector jobs. Finally, it means 
changing attitudes toward work in a country in 
which 11 million guest workers literally do all the 
heavy lifting.

All in 12 years.

3. The caliphate will be gone, but not the 
Islamic State.
If 2014 was the year in which IS seemed unstop-
pable, 2015 was the year the IS caliphate began 
to slide into oblivion.

At its height, IS controlled 40 percent of Iraq. 
At the beginning of 2017, that number slipped 
to 10 percent, and IS lost 70 percent of its terri-
tory in Syria. The caliphate also lost all the major 
towns it had taken. The caliphate is finished.

But what about IS, the movement? Some IS 
fighters have already given up. They have tried 
to melt into local populations or return home, 

although they have met resistance from popu-
lations out for vengeance and fearful foreign 
governments.

For the rest, there are two likely scenarios. 
First, since a significant number of IS fighters 
from Iraq, along with their leaders, joined IS 
because they harbored grievances against the 
Shiite-dominated government in Iraq, it is en-
tirely possible that they will continue to wage 
an insurgency against that government. This is 
just what the Taliban in Afghanistan did after the 
Americans overthrew their government.

Second, it is even more likely that former 
fighters and freelancers will continue their at-
tacks globally, with or without organizational 
backing. The world is not lacking in gullible and 
disturbed individuals.

Nevertheless, because IS will lack a base 
from which to disseminate its sophisticated 
propaganda, and because the appeal of high-risk 
but ineffectual ideologies wane over time, so too 
will IS’ appeal.

4. Trump’s ‘ultimate deal?’ Gone for now.
When the U.S. recognized Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of Israel, it put another nail – quite possibly 
the final nail – into the coffin of the Oslo agree-
ments, which set the parameters for negotiating 
a two-state solution.

In spite of the protestations from the Trump 
administration, an Israeli government secure in 
the embrace of the United States lacks incen-
tive to concede anything. The United States has 
been down this road before, multiple times, and 
to no avail.

In addition, the polarized politics of the 
Middle East further erodes the possibility of 
resolving the conflict. In 2002, the Saudis pro-
posed a peace plan: If Israel made peace with the 
Palestinians, the Arab states would normalize 

relations with it.
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States and Israel 

are now in de facto alliance against Iran. The 
Palestinian issue has dropped by the wayside 
and another incentive for Israel to make peace 
has disappeared.

5. Yemen will sink further into the abyss.
Down the road, the most important under-
reported crisis in the Middle East is the war in 
Yemen, which Saudi Arabia, with American sup-
port, is waging against an indigenous uprising. 
There is no end in sight.

The Saudis claim the Houthis – rebellious 
members of the dominant clan of Shiites who 
live mainly in the north of that country – are Ira-
nian proxies. The Saudis have thus entered the 
war on the side of a government that took power 
after a rigged “national dialogue” and an election 
won by the only candidate – a Saudi-supported 
candidate – allowed to run. The Houthi rebel-
lion in fact began in 2004, long before the Saudis 
noticed Iranian conspiracies throughout the 
region.

The Saudis have engaged in a massive 
bombing campaign of civilian areas and have 
blockaded the ports of a country that is de-
pendent on imports for 90 percent of its food. 
Yemen is the poorest Arab country. As a result of 
the Saudi campaign, which not only has killed 
12,000 Yemenis but has kept a civil war going, 
50,000 children faced starvation at the end of 
2017. Between April and August 2017, 20,000 
Yemenis died of cholera.

The United States supports the Saudi war ef-
fort. Yet, like Saudi Arabia, it accuses Iran of being 
the greatest purveyor of terrorism in the region.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Former Union Minister Raghunath 
Jha dead
New Delhi, Jan. 15 (IANS): Former Union Minister 
Raghunath Jha died on Monday morning at the Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital here due to multiple health 
problems, doctors said. He was 79. “He died at 3.10 
a.m. due to various health issues including organ failures, 
cardiac arrest and sceptic shock,” a hospital official 
told IANS. Jha was admitted to the RML Hospital on 
January 13. He was in the Intensive Care Unit. The body 
has been handed over to the family, the official said. Born 
on August 9, 1939, Jha was Union minister of  State 
for Heavy Industries and Public Enterprise in the UPA 
government led by the Congress. He was a member of  
the 14th Lok Sabha.  He represented Bettiah constituency 
of Bihar and was a member of the Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD). 

Spectator gored to death at 
Jallikattu venue in TN
Chennai, Jan. 15 (IANS): A youth who had come to see 
‘Jallikattu’, the traditional bull taming sport, was gored 
to death in Tamil Nadu’s Madurai district, said police. 
Kalimuthu, hailing from Dindigul district, suffered 
serious injuries when a bull attacked him while he was 
near the bull collection point by the animal owners, while 
around 25 others were injured in the event at Palamedu 
in Madurai, around 500 km from here. Jallikattu is part 
of Pongal festivities in Tamil Nadu. Around 455 bulls 
participated in the event at Palamedu that began in the 
morning. The rules of the sport say that a bull tamer will 
be awarded a prize if  he hangs on to the hump of the 
animal for a certain period of time. On Tuesday, Jallikattu 
would be held at Madurai’s Alanganallur where Chief  
Minister K. Palaniswami is expected to witness the event 
and also distribute prizes for the winners.

Veteran journalist Gnani Sankaran 
is dead
Chennai, Jan 15 (IANS): Multi-faceted personality 
Gnani Sankaran, who made his mark as a dramatist, 
writer, journalist and political analyst died here on 
Monday morning due to illness, family members said. 
He was 64. Sankaran was suffering from kidney ailment 
for quite sometime. Gnani, as he was known, was 
forthright in his views when queried about the current 
political climate and parties in Tamil Nadu. He was the 
editor of a Tamil magazine Dheemtharikida and staged 
several plays for the drama troupe Pariksha. “Gnani was 
a childhood friend. He was very witty, would regale us 
with his wit. He also used to play conga drum. During 
his college days his views on many things would be 
different,” M.J. Krishna, a childhood friend of Gnani, 
told IANS.

Indian Army retaliates, kills 7 
Pakistani soldiers
Jammu, Jan. 15 (PTI): The Indian Army today carried 
out a “retaliatory action” against Pakistani troops, killing 
seven of their soldiers and injuring four others others 
along the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch district. 
The action comes after an Indian solider was killed in 
Pakistani firing along the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Rajouri district on Saturday. “Army has carried out 
retaliation against Pakistani troops across Jaglote area 
along the LoC in Mendhar sector of Poonch district”, a 
senior Army officer told PTI. “In the retaliatory action, 
there were seven fatal causalities to Pakistani troops and 
four others injured,” he said. 

12 of a family killed in Jharkhand 
road accident
Ranchi, Jan. 15 (IANS): At least 12 persons of a family 
were killed in a road accident in Jharkhand, police said on 
Monday. The accident occurred in Gumla district late on 
Sunday. According to police, 16 persons were returning 
home in a three-wheeler after attending a function when 
a truck hit the vehicle, killing 12 at the spot. The driver 
of the truck, which was illegally carrying sand, fled. The 
injured were brought to Rajendra Institute of Medical 
Sciences. Chief Minister Raghubar Das and Assembly 
Speaker Dinesh Oraon have expressed grief  over the 
incident.

Two women killed in UP hospital fire
Lucknow, Jan. 15 (IANS): Two women patients were 
killed on Monday in a fire in a private hospital in Bareilly 
in Uttar Pradesh, police said. Both victims were from 
Budayun district and were identified as Mamta and Raj 
Bala. All other patients and their attendants were rescued. 
The fire brigades took more than two hours to douse 
the flames. A probe has been ordered to ascertain if fire 
fighting equipment had been installed at the hospital. 
Patients and attendants alleged that hospital officials fled 
after the fire broke out.

Kashmiri mother seeks CM’s help 
for son’s release
Srinagar, Jan. 15 (IANS): The mother of a Kashmiri 
businessman arrested in Delhi on terrorism charges on 
Monday urged Jammu and Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Mehbooba Mufti to help get her son released, claiming 
he was innocent. The businessman’s family members 
also staged a protest here. Businessman Bilal Ahmad 
Kawa was arrested from the Indira Gandhi International 
Airport in Delhi on January 12 by Delhi Police and the 
Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad for alleged involvement 
in a 2000 attack on the Red Fort. Delhi Police said 
the 37-year-old’s bank account had been used for 
terror funding in Jammu and Kashmir and elsewhere 
by the Lashkar-e-Taiba. Kawa’s mother Fatima told 
reporters during the protest that her son was a genuine 
businessman holding an Indian passport issued in 2001. 
She insisted that if  her son was a militant, she would 
never seek his release. The Jammu and Kashmir Police 
has said there was no case against him, nor does he figure 
in any list of terror suspects.

Woman kills self  days after 
husband dies in road accident 
Surat, Jan. 15 (PTI): A woman jumped from her fifth 
floor residence and died today after being distraught with 
grief over the death of her husband in a road accident on 
Friday, police said. Shweta Surekha (35) jumped from 
the fifth floor of Surya Apartment in Umra locality here, 
police said, adding that her husband, Anand Surekha, a 
cloth merchant, had died in a road accident on Friday. 
CCTV footage from the apartment captured the moment 
she fell from the house. Even as she is falling down, two 
persons who were below the apartment are seen rushing 
to break her fall. While one of them reaches to catch her 
in his arms, she falls and dies, with the person sustaining 
injuries in his arms. “Shweta Surekha killed herself after 
jumping from the her fifth floor residence by breaking 
the bathroom window. She took the extreme step as she 
was disturbed following the death of her husband in a 
road accident on Friday,” an official from Umra police 
station said. 

UIDAI permits face recognition 
for Aadhaar authentication 

BJP, Congress workers clash as 
Rahul Gandhi arrives in Amethi

NC walks out of J&K assembly on army chief ’s statement

President, PM greet 
soldiers on Army Day

India, Israel ink 9 pacts; 
PMs hold talk to boost ties 

AAP-BJP blame game in Delhi Assembly over sealing drive 

JNU deploys guards to thwart student union’s boycott

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu during a media 
interaction at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on  Monday.

New Delhi, Jan. 15 (PTI): 
Aadhaar will include face 
recognition alongside iris or 
fingerprint scan as a means 
of  verifying users, helping 
those who face issues in 
biometric authentication or 
have worn-out fingerprints, 
the authority in charge of the 
national identity card system 
said today.

The face authentication 
will be enabled by July to 
help people facing difficulty 
in biometric authentication 
due to old age, hardwork 
or worn-out fingerprints, 
the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) 
said in a statement.

The UIDAI said that 
face authentication would 
be allowed “only in fusion 
mode” meaning along with 
either fingerprint or iris or 
OTP to verify the details of  
Aadhaar holder.

Aadhaar, the 12 digit 
identifier, is being used 
for identity authentication 
across banks, telecom com-
panies, public distribution 
system, income tax amongst 
others.

The extent of  Aadhaar 
usage can well be gauged 
from the fact that an average 
of  4 crore authentications 
are being done on a daily 
basis.

Today’s move to allow 
face authentication came 
within a week of  UIDAI 
allowing residents to use a 
virtual ID to avoid sharing 
their unique identity num-
bers when accessing gov-
ernment and other services 
in a bid to protect privacy.

Face authentication 
would not require any new 
reference data as photos of  
citizens are already on the 
Aadhaar database.

“This facility is going to 
help in inclusive authentica-
tion of  those who are not 
able to biometrically authen-
ticate due to their worn out 
fingerprints, old age or hard 
work conditions,” a UIDAI 
statement said.

Citing the difficulties 

faced by some residents in 
using the existing biometric 
verification mode, UIDAI 
said that face authentication 
offers an additional option 
for all residents to have “in-
clusive authentication”.

But it emphasised that 
the same will be allowed 
“only in fusion mode” 
along with one more au-
thentication factor either 
fingerprint, iris or OTP for 
successful authentication 
of  an Aadhaar holder.

The new method will 
also be allowed “on need 
basis”.

To facilitate the new 
authentication service, the 
Aadhaar issuing body will 
work with biometric device 
providers to integrate face 
modality into the registered 
devices.

It will also line up Soft-
ware Development Kits 
that will have the ability to 
capture face image, check 
liveness, and create digit-
ally signed and encrypted 
authentication input.

The agencies which 
use Aadhaar verification 
will be “required to ensure 
inclusive authentication, 
when single modality is 
not working for specific 
residents...”, it said.

“Face authentication as 
an additional modality to be 
used in fusion mode along 
with fingerprint/iris/OTP 
will be available in produc-
tion...by July 1, 2018,” it 
added.

As many as 119 crore 
biometric identifiers have 
been issued so far, and Aad-
haar is required as an iden-
tity proof  of  residents by 
various government and 
non-government entities.

For instance, the govern-
ment has made it mandatory 
for verifying bank accounts 
and PANs to weed out black 
money and bring unaccount-
ed wealth to book.

The same for cellphone 
SIMs has been mandated 
to establish the identity of  
mobile phone users.

Lucknow,  Jan.  15 
(IANS): Congress and 
BJP supporters on Mon-
day clashed as Congress 
chief Rahul Gandhi ar-
rived in his parliamen-
tary constituency of Am-
ethi -- his first visit after 
taking over the party 
reins.

Both sides fought a 
pitched battle at the Sa-
gra tri-section as district 
officials and local police 
had a tough time in han-
dling the situation.

Legislative Council 
member Deepak Singh 
had a verbal tiff with Ad-
ditional Superintendent 
of Police Shashi Shekhar 
after he accused police of  
siding with and patron-
ising lumpen elements 
belonging to the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Thereafter, overzeal-
ous Congress workers 
chased away BJP sup-
porters and allegedly hit 
them with sticks even as 
Rahul Gandhi looked 
on.

An angry Dal Baha-

dur Kori, BJP’s legislator 
from Salon, threatened 
to petition the Chief  
Minister against the po-
lice after the attack on 
BJP workers. 

Rahul Gandhi later 
met party workers and 
addressed them at Salon 
in Rae Bareli, where he 
targeted Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and ac-
cused him of rendering 
lip service to eradication 
of  poverty and said the 
governments in both Ut-
tar Pradesh and at the 
Centre were working 
for the welfare of  rich 
industrialists.

H e  b l a m e d  t h e 
Prime Minister for the 
incomplete projects and 
instigating people on re-
ligious and caste lines.

The Congress leader 
said they will ensure 
that the food park sanc-
tioned during the earlier 
United Progressive Alli-
ance government will be 
established in Amethi, 
despite resistance from 
the BJP.

The Gandhi fam-
ily scion also performed 
‘khichdi puja’ at Salon 
Nagar Panchayat office 
even as local traders 
raised slogans against 
him outside. 

Amid the melee, 
the Congress President 
left for Amethi. He was 
greeted with flowers at 
many places on the way 
with many party work-
ers trying to touch him 
and raising slogans in 
his favour.

He will stay at Mun-
shiganj guesthouse at 
night and meet party 
workers again on Tues-
day, a local Congress 
leader said.

Earlier, Rahul Gan-
dhi received a warm wel-
come in Rae Bareli while 
on way to Amethi. 

The Congress had 
tweeted pictures of  Ra-
hul Gandhi’s welcome 
and interaction with peo-
ple over tea at a ‘dhaba’. 
He was accompanied by 
Uttar Pradesh Congress 
President Raj Babbar.

Jammu, Jan. 15 (IANS): The opposition Nation-
al Conference (NC) on Monday walked out of  
Jammu and Kashmir assembly protesting against 
Army Chief General Bipin Rawat’s statement on 
the state’s educational standards. 
General Rawat had remarked late last week 
that the teachers in J&K were teaching two 
maps to students, one of  J&K and the other 
of  India.

Education Minister Syed Altaf Bukhari had 
criticised the army chief, asking him not to med-
dle in the affairs of education. NC legislators led 
by senior leader Ali Muhammad Sagar protested 
the army chief ’s statement demanding a state-

ment by the Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti on 
the issue in the house. 

The NC also demanded a statement on the 
recent cordon and search operation (CASO) in 
Habba Kadal area of Srinagar. The opposition 
said such an operation had taken place after a gap 
of 17 years in the heart of Srinagar.

“Do you want to create a situation like south 
Kashmir in central and north Kashmir,” Sagar 
asked. CPI-M legislator Yusuf Tarigami said the 
army chief’s statement had brought about a situ-
ation in which nobody knew who was in-charge 
in the state.Later, the NC legislators walked out 
of the house.

New Delhi, Jan. 15 
( IANS):  Pres ident 
Ram Nath Kovind 
and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
Monday greeted the 
Army personnel on 
the 70th Army Day.

“ G r e e t i n g s  t o 
the valiant men and 
women of  the Indian 
Army, to veterans and 
to families of  those 
who have worn the 
uniform. You are our 
nation’s pride, the sen-
tinels of  our liberty. 
Citizens sleep securely 
knowing you are ever 
awake and ever vigi-
lant,” the President 
tweeted.

The Prime Minis-
ter also took to twitter 
and hailed the soldiers 
for putting the nation 
first and said the coun-
try had unwavering 
trust and pride in the 
Army.

“Our Army always 
puts the nation first. I 

salute all those great 
individuals who sacri-
ficed their lives while 
serving the nation. 

India will  never 
forget our valiant he-
roes,” Modi said. 

“On Army Day, I 
convey greetings to the 
soldiers, veterans and 
their families. 

Every citizen has 
unwavering trust and 
pride in our Army, 
which protects the na-
tion and is also at the 
forefront of  humani-
tarian efforts during 
times of  natural dis-
asters and other ac-
cidents,” he said. 

The celebrations 
mark the day when 
Field Marshal K.M. 
Cariappa took charge 
as  the  f i r s t  Indian 
Army chief  in 1949, 
succeeding General 
Sir Francis Butcher, 
the last British Com-
mander-in-Chief  of  
India.

New Delhi, Jan. 15 (IANS): 
India and Israel on Monday 
signed nine agreements, in-
cluding in the areas of cyber 
security and oil and gas, fol-
lowing delegation-level talks 
headed by Prime Ministers 
Narendra Modi and Ben-
jamin Netanyahu here.

A memorandum of  
understanding (MoU) on 
cooperation in cyber se-
curity was signed which 
envisages cooperation in 
the field of  cyber security 
to develop, promote and 
expand cooperation in the 
field of  human resources 
development through vari-
ous platforms and arrange-
ments such as training 
programmes, skill develop-
ment, and simulator-based 
hands-on training. 

It also envisages collabo-
rating in the field of  cyber 
security resilience, promot-
ing B2B cooperation in cy-
ber security and facilitating 
industrial summits, accord-
ing to the External Affairs 
Ministry.

A second MoU was 
signed between the Ministry 
of  Petroleum and Natural 
Gas and Israel’s Ministry 
of Energy in the oil and gas 
sector.

Through this MoU, both 
sides are looking to explore 
opportunities of  long-term 
cooperative relationship and 
joint economic projects to 
enhance bilateral engage-
ments in the field of oil and 
gas, including collaboration 
in upstream sector activities; 
research and development 
and technology; promot-
ing institutional linkages 
between universities and re-
search and development 
establishment for mutually 
beneficial collaboration; and 
in the area of start-ups.

A protocol between In-
dia and Israel on amend-
ments to the air transport 
agreement was also signed 
which envisages entering 

New Delhi, Jan. 15 (IANS): The three-
day Delhi Assembly session started on 
a stormy note on Monday as the ruling 
AAP and opposition BJP members 
blamed each other for the sealing drive, 
forcing the Speaker to order four adjourn-
ments and marshalling out of two BJP 
MLAs.

The sealing drive is being carried 
out by a Supreme Court-appointed 
Monitoring Committee against business 
establishments using residential proper-
ties for commercial purposes, and it is 
being implemented by the three BJP-led 
Municipal Corporations.

The AAP MLAs alleged that busi-
nessmen were being “harassed” by the 
corporations and that there was “huge 
corruption” involved in the process.

Holding banners that read “an-
ti-business BJP” and “BJP came, 
brought back sealing”, AAP MLAs 
protested in the well of  the house and 
raised slogans against the opposition 
party.

After multiple adjournments, when 
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel allowed discus-
sion on the issue, BJP MLAs demanded 
a separate discussion on 351 roads which 
are to be notified under commercial and 
mixed-use categories, so that businesses 
on these stretches were saved from the 
sealing drive.

BJP MLA and Leader of Opposition 
Vijender Gupta told the media outside 

the Assembly alleged that the AAP was 
sitting on files related to notification of  
roads and held out a poster “AAP, stop 
drama on sealing drive and notify 351 
roads”. 

AAP MLA Alka Lamba alleged in 
the house that the BJP has been collecting 
conversion charges for the past 10 years 
but was not issuing receipts to traders.

“There is corruption of the tune of Rs 
1,000 crore in the collection of conversion 
charges,” she said.

AAP MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj said 
that the Commissioners of the three mu-
nicipal corporations should be called to 
the Assembly on Wednesday and asked 
to give details of the conversion charges 
collected over 12 years.

Public Works Department Minister 
Satyendar Jain had earlier alleged that the 
changing the status of these 351 roads was 
pending for “11 years” due to laxity to the 
municipal corporations.

He had slammed the municipal cor-
porations for allegedly not submitting 
documents needed for the notification 
and had asked them to make a detailed 
submission by January 22.

If the roads are to be notified under 
commercial and mixed-use categories, the 
traders will be able to continue with their 
businesses on these stretches.

On Monday, as the BJP MLAs stood 
firm that there should be discussion on 
the 351 roads and stalled the house pro-

ceedings, the Speaker ordered Gupta and 
BJP MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa to be 
marshalled out of the house.

Referring to the disruptions caused 
by the BJP MLAs, Goel said: “This is 
murder of democracy and Delhi’s citizens 
are watching it.”

Deputy Chief  Minister Manish 
Sisodia said that the BJP was “minting 
money from traders and businessmen” 
in the city. “The sealing drive is being 
done by the BJP to make money,” he 
said.

The Monitoring Committee was set 
up by the Supreme Court in 2006 for seal-
ing the premises of erring businessmen. 
But in 2012, it asked the committee to 
stop the drive.

In December 2017, the Supreme 
Court ordered resumption of the sealing 
drive and revived the Monitoring Com-
mittee.

The AAP had opposed committee’s 
revival in the Supreme Court and later 
accused the municipal corporations of  
corruption in the process.

“Action is being taken against busi-
ness establishments using residential 
properties for commercial purposes 
without paying conversion charges,” 
North Delhi Municipal Corporation 
(NDMC) Spokesperson Yogendra Mann 
told IANS.

Discussion on the issue would now 
continue on Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jan. 15 (IANS): 
The Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU) administration 
deployed guards outside several 
schools on Monday to thwart 
the student union’s call for boy-
cotting lectures to oppose the 
mandatory attendance decision 
imposed recently.

The administration wrote 
to the campus security agency 
to deploy “enough number of  
security guards” to not let the 
striking students detain others 
from attending classes. 

“The JNUSU (JNU Stu-
dents’ Union) has given a strike 
call on January 15. In past, 
during such events they have 

forcefully stopped the entry and 
exit of students and faculties to 
their respective classrooms and 
school building. 

“Hence, you are instructed 
to deploy enough number of  
security guards (both male and 
female) so that entry of any of  
students and faculty may not be 
forcefully stopped by the strik-
ers. You are further instructed 
to deploy some guards in civil 
dress and instruct them to vide-
ograph if  any unruly situation 
arises,” the Registrar’s letter 
read. 

JNUSU President Geeta 
Kumari told IANS that the 
strike went on successfully and 

peacefully and many students 
refused to attend the classes on 
their own. 

“We stood outside the 
schools and asked students 
not attend the classes. Many 
students boycotted their lec-
tures... There were no fights 
with the guards, but this was 
the first time that guards said 
that we will not allow the strike 
to happen.

The union also called for 
burning of the attendance circu-
lar and proposed gifting the Vice 
Chancellor “a pair of  khaki 
pants for his unwavering loyalty 
towards the Sangh (Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh)”.

into cooperative marketing 
arrangements, such as code 
share, bloc space or any oth-
er joint venture agreement 
for the purpose of operating 
the agreed services on the 
specified routes. 

Another agreement 
was on film co-production 
between India and Israel. 
This envisages to establish 
a framework for encourag-
ing all audio visual media 
output, especially the co-pro-
duction of films for the ben-
efit of the film industries of  
both countries and contrib-
ute to the economic growth 
of  the film, TV, video and 
new media production for 
further development of cul-
tural and technologies ties. A 
third MoU between the Cen-
tral Council for Research 
in Homeopathy, Ministry 
of AYUSH and the Centre 
for Integrative Complemen-
tary Medicine, Shaare Zedek 
Medical Centre of  Israel, 
related to cooperation in the 
field of research in homeo-
pathic medicine was signed.

It envisages cooperation 
in the field of  Research in 
Homeopathic Medicine, 
inter alia including estab-

lishment of a joint working 
group.

Another MoU between 
Indian Institute of  Space 
Science and Technology 
(IIST) and the Technion-
Israel Institute of  Technol-
ogy for cooperation in the 
field of space was signed for 
cooperation in the areas of  
mutual interest in the field 
of  space by establishment 
of  joint working group for 
research, educational and 
training programmes.

A memorandum of in-
tent was signed between 
Invest India and Invest in 
Israel for supporting and 
developing cooperation be-
tween the two sides through 
exchange of information on 
investment opportunities, 
relevant laws and regula-
tions, policies and govern-
ment initiatives. 

Indian Oil and Israel’s 
Phinergy Ltd signed a letter 
of intent for cooperation in 
the area of  metal-air bat-
teries. 

This envisages to en-
courage joint research and 
development, deployment 
and manufacturing activities 
in the area of metal-air bat-

teries for an array of applica-
tions like stationary energy 
storage systems and electric 
mobility solutions.

Another letter of intent 
between Indian Oil and Is-
rael’s Yeda Research and 
Development Co Ltd was 
signed for cooperation in the 
area of  concentrated solar 
thermal technologies.

This intends to encour-
age joint research activities 
in the area of concentrated 
solar thermal technologies 
including concentrated so-
lar power generation, solar 
fuels, solar thermal storage 
materials, technologies, sys-
tems and concepts.

Earlier on Monday, the 
Israeli Prime Minister was 
accorded a ceremonial wel-
come at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
here.

Netanyahu, accom-
panied by a 130-member 
business delegation, arrived 
here on Sunday on a six-
day visit to India that will 
also see him going to Agra, 
Ahmedabad and Mumbai.

This is the first Prime 
Ministerial visit from Israel 
to India in 15 years after that 
of Ariel Sharon in 2003.
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Iraqi security forces gather at the scene of a double suicide bombing 
in Baghdad, Iraq, Monday, Jan. 15, 2018.

Double suicide bombing in 
Baghdad kills at least 38 people

Syria government to end 
US presence in country

NATO chief: UN convention 
won’t rid world of nuclear arms 

Turkey unease over US training 
Kurdish militia as border force

Qatar monitoring situation of 
royal member ‘held’ in UAE

N. Korea slams South for praising US role in inter-Korean talks

Pakistan urges US to advance bilateral ties

Trump says programme to protect 
‘Dreamers’ is ‘probably dead’

Indian Army chief’s comments will hurt peace — China 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Pak frees Taliban chief’s father-
in-law from jail after 8 yrs 
Peshawar, Jan. 15 (PTI): Maulana Sufi Muhammad, 
the founder of a banned militant outfit and the father-
in-law of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan chief Mullah 
Fazlullah, was today released from jail eight years 
after his imprisonment in 2009. The Peshawar High 
Court had ordered his release last week after accepting 
the octogenarian cleric’s bail application due to his 
deteriorating health condition. Sufi Muhammad, the 
founder of  Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat- e-Mohammadi 
(TNSM), was arrested in 2009 for hate speech against 
the government. He has been in jail since his arrest. 
Swat police had booked the TNSM chief  for hate 
speech against the government in 2009. In that speech, 
Sufi Muhammad had termed the Constitution “un-
Islamic” and demanded enforcement of  the Sharia 
law. At the time of  his arrest, the TNSM chief  was 
exercising much influence and had even stopped regular 
courts from functioning in Malakand, especially Swat. 
According to local media reports, a number of  cases 
were registered against Sufi Muhammad. However, in 
each case, witnesses against him had either died or could 
not be traced.

Many wounded in Russian school 
knife fight
Moscow, Jan. 15 (IANS): Fourteen school children 
and a teacher were wounded in a knife fight in a 
school in Russia on Monday. The attack took place in 
a secondary school in Ural mountains city of  Perm, 
Xinhua news agency reported, quoting the regional 
Health Ministry. “The teacher and two students aged 
15 and 16 are in grave condition, and are undergoing 
surgery,” a Ministry statement said, adding that other 
wounded have been provided with medical care. Two 
pupils started the knife fight, the regional division 
of  the Investigative Committee said in a separate 
statement. Educational activity in the school has been 
suspended with all pupils and teachers evacuated, it 
said, adding that suspects have been detained and will be 
interrogated. The Investigative Committee has initiated 
a criminal case on the grounds of attempted murder of  
two and more persons.

Speedboat explodes off Thailand, 
1 killed
Bangkok, Jan. 15 (IANS): A Thai crew member 
was killed and several others injured as a speedboat 
carrying 27 Chinese tourists and some crew exploded 
off  Thailand’s Andaman Sea near Phi-Phi Islands 
on Sunday, local media reported. The speedboat 
was on its way to Phi-Phi Islands and caught fire 
near the Viking Cave in the sea at about 1 p.m. local 
time. Five Chinese were seriously injured, according 
to the Consulate-General of  China in Songkhla, 
Xinhua news agency reported. The consulate said 
all the Chinese tourists have been helped ashore 
while the rescue team is still searching for the others. 
All the injured were hospitalised. Local media said 
there was a fuel leak. The captain went to check the 
engine and it suddenly exploded. The fire quickly 
spread, prompting all the passengers to scramble 
for swimming vests and jump into the sea. Local 
media said there were five Thai passengers and 27 
Chinese tourists, including three children, on board. 
A seriously injured Thai crew was later pronounced 
dead from burns. China’s tourism authority said it has 
initiated an emergency plan to help Chinese nationals. 
The China National Tourism Administration has 
urged local hospitals to spare no efforts to treat the 
injured and Thai police to find out the cause of  the 
accident as soon as possible, according to CNTA 
head Li Jinzao.

Baghdad, Jan. 15 (PTI/
AP): Two suicide bombers 
blew themselves up at a 
busy street market in central 
Baghdad today, in back- to-
back explosions that killed 
at least 38 people, Iraqi 
health and police officials 
said.

The attackers struck dur-
ing rush hour in the city’s 
Tayran Square, which is 
usually crowded by laborers 
seeking work.

The twin explosions also 
wounded at least 105 people, 

the officials said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
as they were not authorised 
to talk to the media.

Ear l i e r  re por t s  by 
spokesmen from the Health 
Ministry and the Interior 
Ministry had 26 killed and 
at least 16 dead, respectively, 
and dozens wounded.

Slippers could be seen 
scattered about on the blood- 
stained pavement as cleaners 
hurried to clear the debris. 
Photographs posted on so-
cial media showed lifeless 

Washington, Jan. 15 (PTI): Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said that 
the programme protecting immi-
grants brought to the US illegally 
as children is “probably dead” as 
he blamed Democrats for hindering 
talks over a potential immigration 
deal that Congress must pass to 
avoid a government shutdown.

Trump’s remarks follow an in-
tense week of  negotiations on the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) programme that 
prevents hundreds of thousands of  
individuals, known as “Dreamers,” 
from deportation. The Obama-
era scheme protects some 800,000 
people. It also provides temporary 
permits for work and study.

Trump wants to include in the 
deal money for a US-Mexico wall 
for border security and changes to 
the lottery and so- called “chain 
migration”.

“DACA is probably dead be-

cause the Democrats don’t really 
want it, they just want to talk and 
take desperately needed money away 
from our Military,” Trump tweeted.

“I, as President, want people 
coming into our Country who are 
going to help us become strong 
and great again, people coming in 
through a system based on MERIT. 
No more Lotteries!” 

Trump’s tweets came just hours 
after his administration resumed 
receiving renewal applications for 
“Dreamers” under the DACA pro-
gramme following a federal court 
order blocking the administration 
from ending the program.

Trump, who has taken a hard 
stance against illegal immigration, 
announced last year that he will end 
the program unless Congress comes 
up with a solution by March.

The president and Congress 
are attempting to reach a deal on 
comprehensive immigration reform 

as part of a federal spending bill that 
Congress must pass by Friday to 
avoid a government shutdown.

After last week’s White House 
meeting, a bipartisan group of sena-
tors submitted a plan to the White 
House that seemed agreeable to 
Trump -- considering it reportedly 
included USD 1.6 billion for his bor-
der wall.

However, the White House had 
rejected the deal, arguing it did not 
go far enough to curtail the chain 
migration, which allows green card 
holders to bring family members into 
the United States.

“We are ready willing and able 
to make a deal on DACA, but I don’t 
think the Democrats want to make a 
deal. The folks from DACA should 
know the Democrats are the ones 
that aren’t going to make a deal,” 
Trump told reporters in Florida 
when entering Trump International 
Golf Course for a dinner with House 

Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy.
Responding to a series of ques-

tions, Trump said “honestly” Demo-
crats do not want to make a deal.

“I think they talk about DACA, 
but they don’t want to help the 
DACA people, the DACA children,” 
he said. Trump acknowledged that 
there are a lot of sticking points on 
the current negotiations on immi-
gration. But they are all Democrat 
sticking points, he alleged.

“Because we are ready willing 
and able to make a deal, but they 
don’t want to. They don’t want se-
curity at the border, there are people 
pouring in. They don’t want security 
at the border, they don’t want to stop 
the drugs.

“And they want to take money 
away from our military which we 
will not do,” Trump said.

The US President is spending 
this long-weekend at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Florida.

Beijing Jan. 15 (IANS): China 
on Monday expressed anger over 
Indian Army chief Bipin Rawat’s 
recent remarks, saying such “un-
constructive” comments defy the 
consensus to maintain peace and 
would rather hurt it.

At a press conference last 
week, Gen Rawat said it was time 
India shifted its focus from the 
western border with Pakistan to 
its northern frontier with China, 
which could send back troops 
again to the point of  face-off  in 
Doklam plateau.

He also said that India needed 
to check China’s growing as-
sertiveness in the neighbouring 
countries in the South Asia region.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lu Kang said the 
remarks would disturb peace, 
which both countries were trying 
to restore after a military stand-off  

last year.
“Last year, India-China rela-

tions have witnessed some twists 
and turns but Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during their meet-
ing on the sidelines of the BRICS 
meeting last September reached a 
consensus to bring the ties back on 
track,” Lu said.

“Recently, the two sides en-
hanced dialogue on consultations 
and bilateral relations have shown 
sound momentum of  improve-
ment and development.

“Under such background, the 
unconstructive remarks by the 
Indian senior officials not only go 
against the consensus reached by 
the two heads of state and do not 
conform to the efforts made by the 
two sides to improve and develop 
bilateral relations.

“It cannot help to preserve 

tranquillity and peace in the bor-
der areas,” Lu added.

Lu said India should stick to 
the consensus reached between 
Modi and Xi and “refrain from 
doing things which may compli-
cate the situation. This serves the 
common interest of  the whole 
region and the interest of the In-
dian side.”

Briefing the media, Gen Ra-
wat had said the Chinese troops 
retreated from Doka La in Dok-
lam possibly due to the harsh win-
ter and could return to the point of  
the face-off.

Indian and Chinese troops 
were locked in an over two-month 
stand-off  at Doka La in Doklam 
plateau over road construction 
by China.

The borders of  India, China 
and Bhutan meet at Doka La in 
Doklam, which is claimed by 

Beijing and Thimpu.
India’s objection to the road 

was Doka La’s proximity to its 
highway that connects its north-
east with rest of the country. Both 
armies retreated from the point of  
face-off  on August 28.

Asked which particular re-
mark of  Gen Rawat’s China has 
taken exception to, Lu said: “I 
have made myself clear. If  the sen-
ior official according to the report 
referred to Donglang (Doklam), I 
think you are clear about our posi-
tion - Donglang belongs to China 
and has always been in the effec-
tive jurisdiction of China.

“The China border troops 
patrolling and stationed in the 
area are exercising our sovereignty 
rights. We hope the Indian side 
has learned the lessons of history 
and will avoid similar accidents to 
take place again.

“If  he refers to the situation in 
the whole India-China boundary, 
I have also said that last Septem-
ber the two heads of  state have 
reached important consensus 
during the Xiamen summit. Both 
sides have maintained effective 
communication since then.

“The aim is to enhance stra-
tegic mutual trust and create 
enabling atmosphere for strategic 
communication. Recently the 
bilateral relations have shown 
positive momentum.

“On such background, the 
official mentioned by you made 
such kind of  remarks that go 
against the consensus of the states 
and do not conform to the general 
trend of improvement of bilateral 
relations. We believe such kinds 
of  remarks are not conducive to 
maintaining peace and tranquility 
in border areas.”

bodies and pieces of limbs.
No group immediately 

claimed responsibility for the 
attack but it bore all the hall-
marks of  the Islamic State 
group, which has claimed 
many such attacks in the 
past.

The twin explosions 
shocked residents in the 
Iraqi capital because large 
attacks had decreased sig-
nificantly in Baghdad and 
other parts of  country since 
security forces retook near-
ly all territory once held by 
IS militants.

I raq i  and US of f i -
cials have warned that 
IS would continue with 
insurgent-style attacks 
even after the Iraqi mili-
tary and US-led coalition 
succeeded in uprooting 
the Islamic State group 
across the country.

The cost of victory has 
been nearly incalculable 
as the three years of  war 
against IS devastated much 
of  northern and western 
Iraq -- roughly a third of  
the country -- where Islam-
ic State militants had held 
most of the territory.

Damascus, Jan. 15 (IANS): 
Stressing its resolve to end 
the US presence in Syria, 
Damascus on Monday 
slammed the US bid to form 
an armed militia in northern 
Syria as a flagrant violation 
to the country’s sovereignty, 
media reports said.

The Syrian Foreign Min-
istry said the US declaration 
constitutes a flagrant ag-
gression on the unity and 
sovereignty of  Syria and a 
violation of  international 
law, Xinhua news agency 
reported, quoting state news 
agency SANA.

A day earlier, reports 
cited the US-led anti-terror 
coalition as saying that the 
US is working to form an 
armed group of 30,000 fight-
ers, which will be under 
the command of the Kurd-
ish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF), an alliance 
of Kurds, Arabs and Assyr-
ians supported by the US in 
northern Syria.

“The US action comes 
in the framework of its de-
structive policy in the region 
to fragment the countries 
and spur tensions to hinder 
any solution to the crisis,” 
the Ministry said.

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
warned that it will regard 
any Syrian citizen taking 
part in this US-backed mili-
tia as a “traitor” and will be 
dealt with accordingly.

It called the new US 
move as a “renewed con-
spiracy” that will be brought 
down by the Syrian Army to 

end any form of presence of  
the US and its tools in Syria.

The US has been carry-
ing out military operations 
in Syria since 2014, claiming 
to be fighting against the Is-
lamic State (IS) terror group.

The SDF captured 
Raqqa, the de facto capital 
of IS, late last year, and the 
Syrian Army captured the 
eastern city of Deir al-Zour, 
another IS bastion almost in 
the same timeframe.

However, the Syrian gov-
ernment said the Raqqa city 
was still occupied by the 
US and its fighters on the 
ground, refusing to acknowl-
edge its liberation from IS.

Also, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Faisal Mekdad said 
in a recent interview that the 
Kurdish-led groups were the 
new IS, in another escalation 
between both parties.

The US move to create a 
new army in northern Syria 
has also been criticised by 
Turkey and Russia.

Turkish Foreign Minis-
try on Sunday said the US 
move to establish a border 
control force in northern 
Syria is a “unilateral deci-
sion”.

I t  condemned this 
“wrongful approach” and 
said Turkey was determined 
and capable to eliminate all 
sorts of threats.

For his side, Russia’s 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov on Monday said 
that the US is not intending 
on preserving the Syrian 
sovereignty.

S t o c k h o l m ,  Ja n .  1 5  
(PTI/AP): NATO sup-
ports the idea of  a world 
without nuclear weapons, 
but doesn’t believe it can 
be achieved by imposing 
a ban through the United 
Nations convention on 
nuclear weapons, the mili-
tary alliance’s top official 
said today.

Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said during a 
speech at a security con-
ference in Sweden that 
ridding the world of  nu-
clear weapons requires a 
period of  “painful disar-
mament” that the Treaty 
on the Prohibition of  Nu-
clear Weapons cannot 
guarantee.

Stoltenberg stressed 
that NATO’s military de-
terrence strategy relies on 
a combination of  conven-
tional weapons and nu-

clear weapons. If  NATO 
members scrapped their 
nuclear arsenals but coun-
tries such as China and 
Russia kept theirs, the 
world would not be made 
safer, he said.

Sto l tenberg ’s  mes -
sage was clearly directed 
to the Swedish govern-
ment, which is divided on 
whether to sign the UN 
treaty.

Swedish Foreign Min-
ister Margot Wallstrom is 
among those supporting it. 
The government is unlikely 
to decide before the next 
parliamentary election in 
September.

The NATO chief  told 
Swedish daily newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter earlier 
that Sweden, which is not a 
NATO member, could find 
its cooperative relationship 
with the alliance weakened 

if  it endorses the UN con-
vention.

The International Cam-
paign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons, or ICAN, has 
been working to promote 
the UN convention.

 The NGO was award-
ed the 2017 Nobel Peace 
Prize for its efforts to draw 
attention to the humani-
tarian consequences of  
nuclear weapons and to 
achieve a treaty-based 
prohibition of  such weap-
ons.

Pope Francis last week 
called on nations to work 
toward a binding nuclear 
weapons ban, and voiced 
his concern over the ten-
sions on the Korean pe-
ninsula. 

The Holy  See  was 
among the 122 nations 
that approved the treaty 
last year.

Ankara, Jan. 15 (IANS): Turkish Foreign 
Ministry on Sunday said the US move to 
establish a border control force in northern 
Syria is a “unilateral decision”.

In a written statement, the ministry not-
ed that it was not clear with which coalition 
members the US consulted and has taken 
the decision to establish such a force, Xinhua 
reported.

“Explaining the unilateral steps on be-
half of the coalition is a very wrong move 
that could harm the struggle with DEASH,” 
read the statement, using the Arabic acro-
nym of the Islamic State (IS). “Turkey was 
determined to eliminate any threat posed 
against its territory,” the ministry said.

Turkey sees YPG as the offshoot of  
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

“Such initiatives that endanger our na-
tional security and the territorial integrity 

of Syria by continuing the cooperation with 
the PYD / YPG in contradiction with the 
commitments and statements of the United 
States are never acceptable,” said the min-
istry.

The ministry condemned this “wrongful 
approach” and said Turkey was determined 
and capable to eliminate all sorts of threats.

On December 22, 2017, US Central 
Command Commander General Joseph 
Votel announced they would establish bor-
der forces in Syria, which he said would help 
prevent a resurgence of the IS.

Around 400 militants “trained by US as 
border guards” are to establish what they call 
“The North Army” in Syria, Turkish media 
reported.

Turkey and the US have long been at 
odds over the latter’s support to the Syrian 
Kurdish militia.

Doha, Jan. 15 (IANS): Qa-
tar announced it is monitor-
ing the situation relating to a 
Qatari royal family member 
who claimed he was being held 
against his will in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE).

Spokesperson of  Qatar’s For-
eign Ministry Lulwah al Khater 
said Qatar is currently monitoring 
the situation, as a video released by 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali al Thani 
on Sunday said he is not free to 
leave Abu Dhabi, in the UAE, 
Xinhua news agency reported on 
Monday, quoting Qatar News 
Agency (QNA).

There are difficulties in es-
tablishing the circumstances sur-
rounding the situation due to the 
severance of  ties with the UAE, Al 
Khater added.

Al Khater also stressed that 
Qatar has committed to protect-
ing the rights of  its citizens and 

affirms the entitlement of  his fam-
ily to pursue all legal means for 
the protection of  his rights. In the 
video, Sheikh Abdullah said: “I am 
currently in Abu Dhabi. 

I was a guest of  Sheikh Mo-
hammed. I am no longer a guest, I 
am a prisoner.”

Sheikh Abdullah is one of  the 
most prominent figures to speak 
out against the government in the 
ongoing crisis involving Qatar.

On June 5, the Arab quartet in-
cluding Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bah-
rain and Egypt cut all diplomatic 
and economic ties with gas-rich 
Qatar, accusing it of  having links 
with extremist groups, followed by 
issuing a list of  demands.

Qatar has vehemently denied 
the allegations and demands. 

Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali is the 
second son of  the late Emir Ali bin 
Abdallah al-Thani who ruled from 
1949 to 1960.

Pyongyang, Jan. 15 (IANS): North 
Korea on Sunday slammed South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
for praising US roles in pressur-
ing Pyongyang to the recent inter-
Korean talks.

The official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said in a commentary 
that “ill-boding remarks chilling the 
atmosphere for reconciliation are heard 
from South Korea” during Moon’s 
new year press conference last week, 
XInhua reported.

The KCNA criticized Moon for 
“thanking” US President Donald 
Trump for playing a role in bringing 

Pyongyang to the inter-Korean talks 
through maximum pressure and sanc-
tions, as well as his call for “denucleari-
sation” of North Korea as the final goal 
of the talks.

Saying that the two sides have just 
“begun to kindle the flame for reconcili-
ation,” the commentary charged that 
Moon’s attitude “casts doubt as to his 
intent to improve the north-south ties 
and build confidence.”

The talks resulted in agreements on 
cooperation in the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics and the two sides also 
agreed to take measures to ease tension 
on the Korean Peninsula.

The KCNA also accused South 
Korea of  letting the United States 
send another nuclear aircraft carrier, 
Stennis, to the West Pacific during 
the Peyongchang Olympics, despite 
its agreement with Washington to 
postpone joint military drills during 
the games.

“We will as ever strive to improve 
the north-south ties but will never 
remain an on-looker to sordid acts of  
chilling the efforts,” it said.

“They should know that train and 
bus for carrying our delegation to the 
Olympics are still in Pyongyang,” it 
warned.

Islamabad, Jan. 15 (IANS): 
Pakistan on Monday urged the 
US to take their bilateral rela-
tionship forward during the first 
visit by a US delegation since 
the suspension of  security aid to 
the South Asian country over its 
perceived inaction against terror 
groups.

Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for South and Cen-
tral Asia, Alice G. Wells -- who 
arrived in Islamabad on Mon-
day morning -- met Pakistani 
Foreign Secretary Tehmina 
Janjua for updates on recent 
anti-terrorist operations, Efe 
news agency reported.

Wells “underlined the need 
for strengthening intelligence 
cooperation between the two 
sides to improve coordination 
in counter-terrorism efforts”, 
while the Pakistani Foreign 
Minister said the bilateral re-
lationship needed to “move 
forward under an environment 

of  mutual trust and respect”, 
the Pakistani ministry said in a 
statement.

It added that the US del-
egation was informed of  recent 
anti-terrorist actions that have 
visibly improved the security 
situation in the country and 
region, although no details of  
these actions were provided.

Janjua said that strengthen-
ing border management mecha-
nisms between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan was of  vital impor-
tance in responding to border 
movement-related concerns.

In addition, she expressed 
concern over the use of  Afghan 
territory by hostile elements 
against Pakistan.

This is the first visit to Pa-
kistan by a senior US official 
since January 4, when Washing-
ton announced the suspension 
of  the coalition support funds in 
Pakistan until Islamabad takes 
“decisive” steps against terror-

ist groups.
The US Department of  

State did not specify the exact 
amount of  the suspended aid 
but said it was significant.

The suspension came after 
US President Donald Trump on 
January 1 accused Islamabad 
of  “lies and deceit” and “giving 
safe haven to the terrorists”, and 
said that the US “has foolishly 
given Pakistan more than $33 
billion in aid over the last 15 
years”.

The US and Afghanistan 
have for years accused Paki-
stan of  providing refuge to the 
Taliban’s Haqqani network, 
which stages attacks on US and 
Afghan troops, a claim that 
Islamabad denies.

Pakistan has defended its 
role in the war against terror-
ism, pointing to the figure of  
60,000 deaths and economic 
losses worth $123 billion suf-
fered since 2001.
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PTI
TV actress Shilpa Shinde after receiving Bigg Boss 11 winner’s trophy from Bollywood actor Salman Khan in 
Mumbai on Sunday evening. First runner up actress Hina Khan is seen at left. 

Mick Jagger is in India
Singer Mick Jagger is in India and says he is enjoying the sights 
and the sounds of the country. Jagger on Sunday took to Twit-
ter to share a photograph of himself in a shirt paired with a 
black blazer and pants. He seems to be in Jodhpur’s Umaid 
Bhawan Palace in Rajasthan. “Enjoying the vibrant sights 
and sounds of India!” Jagger captioned the image.  How-
ever, it is not known if Jagger is here for work or for a vaca-
tion.  The singer, who is one of the founder mem-
bers of the band Rolling Stones, is known 
for songs like “Hard woman”, “Party 
like a doll and “Sweet thing”. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320HILL STAR 

11.30 am, 8 pm: 1921  
(Hindi)horror  5pm:  JUMANJI  (Eng) 2D

2pm: TIGER ZINDA 
HAI (Hindi) 

Movie Schedule

B
habhiji famed television actress 
Shilpa Shinde won the reality 
show Bigg Boss 11 on Sunday. 
She gave a tough fight to actress 
and co-contestant Hina Khan.

From social media to her friends in 
the industry, everyone flooded messages 
mentioning how they want Shilpa to win 
the show.

After over three months long battle 
inside the house, four participants made it 
to the grand finale - Shilpa Shinde, Hina 
Khan, Puneesh Sharma and Vikas Gupta.

Host Salman Khan announced the 
name of the winner. Akshay was present 
there also to promote his upcoming film 
“Padman”.

Shilpa felt very emotional after her 
name was announced and reacting to the 
new achievement, she told IANS: “I still 
can’t believe it has happened. I think if  
people made me a winner it is because 
they got to see my real personality.”

Though Shilpa believes her celebrity 
status was not the only reason for her win, 
one of the noted incidents took place at a 

shopping mall that reflected otherwise. 
When four participants went to appeal 

for the vote from a live audience, an al-
leged group of Shilpa fans attacked Hina 
and that was one of the examples of how 
Shilpa with her 15 years of career in the 
television industry managed to build up a 
strong fan base.

The eviction of the final episode started 
with Puneesh followed by Vikas. And as it 
was expected to have a tough fight between 
two popular television actress Hina and 
Shilpa, the last round hold the same excite-
ment.

The finale episode started on a grand 
note with the performance of Salman’s 
latest hit, “Tiger Zinda Hai” theme song 
joined by all four finalists. Akshay along 
with two of evicted participants- Dhin-
chak Pooja and Sapna Choudhary also 
performed. Together they grooved the 
audience with “Mujhse Shaadi Karogi”, 
“Dilon ka shooter, hai mera scooter”.

The show Bigg Boss Season 11 aired 
on Colors TV.

IANS

G
uitarist Eric Clapton says he 
would have been a bricklayer 
if he didn’t become a rock 
legend.

The “Tears in heaven” 
hitmaker got a chance to try his hand at 
the labouring job when he worked briefly 
with his grandfather as a youngster, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

At the UK premiere of his new movie 

“Eric Clapton: Life in 12 Bar Blues”, Clap-
ton said: “I would have been a bricklayer 
or a plasterer. For a little while, I worked 
for my grandfather. And he was very strict 
and very noble.

“He never took a raise. He worked for 
the same amount of money all his life. And 
he was a master craftsman. And that was 
very important for me to observe. That I 
could take that ethic anywhere. He worked 
me very hard. So, I always thought, Well, 
if music doesn’t work ... ‘Cause I had the 
time of my life on that building site’.”

The 72-year-old music legend teamed 
up with filmmaker and friend Lili Fini 
Zanuck for “Eric Clapton: Life In 12 Bar 
Blues”. It documents the Clapton’s addic-
tion to drugs and alcohol, finding out the 
woman he believed was his mother was 
actually his sister, being rejected by his real 
parent, and the tragic loss of his four-year-
old son Connor, who fell to his death after 
falling out of a window in a New York 
City apartment.

IANS

A
merican 
actress Jamie 
Lee Curtis 
has slammed 
“terrible 

abusers” in the wake of  
Eliza Dushku’s claim that 
she was molested while 
filming “True Lies”.

Dushku had claimed 
she was assaulted by the 
1994 movie’s stunt co-ordi-
nator Joel Kramer when 
she was just 12 years old. 
Now Curtis, who starred 
as Dushku’s on-screen 
mother, has revealed 
she was “shocked and 
saddened” by her alleged 
ordeal, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

“She had shared that 
story with me privately 
a few years ago. I was 
shocked and saddened 
then and still am today. 
We have all started to 

awaken to the fact that the 
terrible abuses now com-
monplace in daily news 
reports have been going on 
for a very long time.

“Unconscionably, 
those reports frequently 
come along with claims 
by the perpetrators that, as 
adults, those perpetrated 
against had some part in 
it ... Eliza’s story has now 
awakened us from our 
denial slumber to a new, 
horrific reality. The abuse 
of children,” said Curtis.

Curtis, 59, described 
Kramer’s alleged actions 
as “terrible”, and called 
for the truth to be discov-
ered so that Hollywood 

could continue to push for 
change.

In an open letter on 
her social media account, 
Dushku claimed she was 
“groomed” by the stunt 
expert for months before 
going to his hotel room, 
where he “rubbed” his 
near-naked body against 
her.

She also alleged she 
was left with broken ribs 
after a stunt went wrong, 
shortly after a “strong 
adult” friend confronted 
Kramer about her al-
legations. But the stunt 
co-ordinator has said her 
claims are not true.

IANS

A
ctress Jessica 
Chastain says 
she is plan-
ning to step 
back from 

acting and is keen to direct 
in future. In an interview 
to Grazia magazine, the 
“Molly’s Game” expressed 
her desire to go behind the 
camera, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

“Every day I feel like 
there is something new 
I never imagined I’d be 

doing. If anything, I think 
in the future I’m going to 
step back and I’m probably 
going to produce more. I 
may even direct,” Chastain 
said.“I’m interested in tak-
ing the light that has been 
shined on me and maybe 
shining it on some other 
people. I don’t feel like I’m 
having to sacrifice anything 
because in reality this 
world is bigger than what 
my dream was,” she added.

IANS

Shilpa Shinde wins the 
Bigg Boss Season 11

Eric Clapton’s alternate 
career was bricklaying

Shocked: Jamie Lee Curtis on Dushku’s molestation claims

Selena Gomez not willing to 
end relationship with Bieber

Jessica Chastain to quit acting

Williams praises Mark Wahlberg for donating reshoot fee

Aziz Ansari responds to allegations of sexual misconduct

I
ndian-origin actor Aziz 
Ansari, who has been ac-
cused of sexual misconduct 
by a woman with whom he 
went on a date last year, has 

responded to the claims saying the 
two engaged in “sexual activity, 
which by all indications was com-
pletely consensual”.

The 34-year-old actor’s state-
ment comes after a 23-year- old 
Brooklyn-based photographer 
recounted a date with him that she 
called “the worst night of my life” 
in an interview with Babe.net.

“In September of last year, 
I met a woman at a party. We 
exchanged numbers. We texted 
back and forth and eventually went 
on a date.

“We went out to dinner, and af-
terwards we ended up engaging in 
sexual activity, which by all indica-
tions was completely consensual,” 
Ansari said in a statement given to 
People magazine.

The “Master of None” actor 
further said a text by the woman, 
named as ‘Grace’ in the article, 
said that she felt uneasy with how 
things transpired the night before 
and responded to her privately as 
he was “concerned” about her.

“The next day, I got a text from 
her saying that although ‘it may 
have seemed okay,’ upon further 
reflection, she felt uncomfortable. 
It was true that everything did 
seem okay to me, so when I heard 
that it was not the case for her, 
I was surprised and concerned. 
I took her words to heart and 
responded privately after taking the 
time to process what she had said,” 
he said.

Ansari, who became the first 

man of Asian descent to win 
Golden Globe recently for his 
performance in the Netflix show, 
added he supported the movement 
that has given women a chance to 
speak up about the injustice they 
have been subjected to till date.

“I continue to support the 
movement that is happening in our 
culture. It is necessary and long 
overdue,” he said.

In the interview, the woman 
vividly described how she ex-
changed numbers with Ansari at 
the 2017 Emmy Awards after- par-
ty and went on a date with him on 
a bar on the banks of the Hudson 
river, which escalated quickly to a 
sexual encounter at his apartment. 
The woman said she voiced her 
hesitation explicitly during their 

encounter.

She 
said she 
“used 
verbal 
and non-
verbal cues 
to indicate how 
uncomfortable 
and distressed she 
was”. The woman 
added that her reti-
cence to engage in the 
act was “ignored” by 
the actor.

Grace alleged Ansari 
called her a cab when she 
wanted to leave and texted 

her the next day.
She shared a screenshot of the 

alleged conversation, in which she 
said, “Last night might’ve been fun 
for you, but it wasn’t for me. You 
ignored clear non-verbal cues; you 
kept going with advances.” 

To this the actor allegedly 
replied, “I’m so sad 
to hear this. All 
I can say is, 
it would 
never be 
my inten-
tion to 
make you 
or anyone 
feel the 
way you 
described. 
Clearly, I 
misread 
things in the 
mo-

ment and I’m truly sorry.” 
Grace said she decided to come 

forward with the incident after she 
saw Ansari wearing a Time’s Up 
pin at the Golden Globe Awards 
last week, where he won best com-
edy actor in a TV series. 

“It took a really long time for 
me to validate this as sexual 

assault. I was debating if  
this was an awkward 

sexual experience or 
sexual assault. And 
that’s why I confront-
ed so many of my 
friends and listened 
to what they had 
to say, because I 
wanted validation 
that it was actually 
bad,” she said in the 
interview.

PTI

S
inger Selena 
Gomez is ready 
to reconcile with 
her mother Mandy 
Teefey after their 

ties got strained due to her 
rekindled romance with 
Justin Bieber. However, she 
is not willing to end her rela-
tionship with the Canadian 
pop star.

“Selena and her mother 
are still not talking as of  

right now, but it’s getting to 
the point where Selena has 
calmed down and she feels 
that enough time has passed 
to let bygones be bygones,” 
said a source.

“Selena and Mandy have 
always been super tight, and 
over the years they have had 
a number of  blow-ups, but 
they have always managed 
to resolve everything after 
some time apart. Selena 

is definitely ready to build 
bridges with her mom again, 
but she is waiting for her to 
make the first move,” added 
the source, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

Earlier, Gomez and her 
mother reportedly had a 
heated argument late last 
year after Teefey found out 
that Selena and Justin were 
in couples therapy. 

IANS

A
ctress Michelle Wil-
liams has praised her 
co-star Mark Wahl-
berg for donating the 
reshoot fee he took 

for “All the Money in the World” 
for a cause.

Wahlberg donated his $1.5 mil-
lion paycheck for the reshoots on 
their film to the Time’s Up 
movement in her name. 

Saying that she 

had one of the most “indelible 
days” of her life, Williams thanked 
the 46-year-old actor who “stood 
by me and stood up for me”, 
reports aceshowbiz.com. 

On January 13, Wahlberg 
agreed to donate the fee he 
received for the reshoots on the 

movie to the anti-harassment 
movement, with their 

shared agency William 
Morris Endeavor 
(WME) donating an 
additional $500,000. 

The move came 

in the wake of the backlash that 
sparked after it was revealed that 
Williams was paid just $80 per day 
when they returned to shoot key 
scenes again with actor Christo-
pher Plummer, who stepped in 
to replace disgraced actor Kevin 
Spacey in the film. Williams 
insisted the action was not “about” 
her, but a stand for equality. 

She also sent her support to 
Anthony Rapp, whose accusations 
of inappropriate sexual behaviour 
against Spacey led to the actor be-
ing fired from the project. 

When Wahlberg made the 
donation, he said he is support-
ing “fair pay” and admitted the 
discrepancy was an “important 
topic”.

He said: “Over the last few 
days my reshoot fee for ‘All The 
Money in the World’ has become 
an important topic of conversa-
tion. I 100 per cent support the 
fight for fair pay and I’m donating 
the $1.5 million to the Time’s Up 
Legal Fund in Michelle Williams’ 
name.”

IANS
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Giggs has been the clear favourite for the Wales job since he declared 
his interest last month.

Bangladesh’s Tamim Iqbal, bcak to camera, hugs teammate Mushfiqur 
Rahim after their win over Zimbabwe in the first match of their Tri-
Nation one-day international cricket series in Dhaka, Bangladesh on 
Monday.

Tony Chapron

Jose Mourinho

11

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1705SUD0KU 1545
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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ACROSS
1. Storehouse
6. Contributes
10. Gown
14. Pueblo brick
15. Novice
16. God of love
17. Disarrayed
19. Not amateurs
20. Goddess of wisdom
21. S
22. Ascend
23. Synchronizes
25. Exams
26. Smack
30. Womb
32. Ceremony
35. German measles
39. Come forth
40. A small handbook
41. After dinner treat
43. Steal the show
44. Within a building
46. Figure (out)
47. A long rod or pole
50. Giver
53. A basic knitting stitch
54. Tot
55. Shackle
60. Aquatic plant
61. Unable to read
63. Blockage
64. Bambi was one
65. Like the flu
66. Feudal worker
67. Being
68. Not full 
DOWN

1. Early 20th-century art 
movement

2. Modify
3. Ritzy
4. Double-reed woodwind
5. Small slender gulls
6. Consumed food
7. Not circuitous
8. Chest of drawers
9. Mats of grass
10. Acts as an agent
11. German iris
12. Promote
13. S S S S 

18. 24 hours
24. Cashew or almond
25. Bass horns
26. Hurried
27. Disabled
28. How old we are
29. Light teasing
31. Backside
33. GMan
34. Egghead
36. Hawaiian feast
37. Falls behind
38. Beers
42. Walks 

unsteadily 
43. A large vase
45. Large indefinite amount
47. “The Final Frontier”
48. Bodies of ships
49. A noble gas
51. Frequently, in poetry
52. Late actor Christopher
54. Assistant
56. Snip
57. Canvas
58. French for “State”
59. Depend
62. Fury
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United States’ Venus Williams makes a forehand return to 
Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic during their first round match at the 
Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, on 
Monday.

AP/PTI

Venus crashes out, 
Wozniacki enters 2nd round

Giggs set to be named as Wales boss

Mourinho asks Conte to apologize for row Tamim guides Bangladesh to easy win over Zimbabwe

Several peaks to scale, not just Everest—HMIFrench referee provisionally 
suspended for kicking out at player

M e l b o u r n e,  Ja n .  1 5 
(IANS): Former World 
No.1 Caroline Wozniacki 
of  Denmark eased past 
Romania’s Mihaela Bu-
zarnescu in straight sets, 
avoiding more upsets in the 
first round of  the women’s 
singles competition at the 
Australian Open after for-
mer champion Venus Wil-
liams crashed out in the 
opening match.

C u r r e n t l y  r a n k e d 
World No.2, Wozniacki 
had her serve broken three 
times during the 71-minute 
match on Monday, but 
made the most of  all six 
break points she was of-
fered to carve out a 6-2, 
6-3 result, reports Efe news 
agency.

The 29-year-old Bu-
zarnescu committed 21 
unforced errors compared 
to just seven by Wozniacki, 
who is yet to win a Grand 
Slam title.

Earlier, Switzerland’s 
Belinda Bencic upset fifth 
seed Venus Williams in the 
first round of  the women’s 
singles competition in the 
Australian Open tennis 

Australian Open

tournament here on Mon-
day.

Placed 78th in the 
world rankings, Bencic 

defeated the American star 
6-3, 7-5 in a match that 
lasted one hour and 53 
minutes at the Rod Laver 

Paris, Jan. 15 (Reuters): 
Referee Tony Chapron has 
been provisionally suspend-
ed after he appeared to kick 
out at Nantes player Diego 
Carlos in Sunday’s French 
Ligue 1 game against Paris 
St Germain.

During stoppage-time, 
Chapron bumped into 
Carlos and fell over with 
TV footage showing him 
swinging his leg towards 
the running defender’s 
shins.

“The technical direc-
tion of  refereeing and the 
federal commission of  ref-
ereeing have decided on the 
withdrawal of  Tony Chap-
ron, who had been appoint-
ed for Wednesday’s Ligue 
1 game between Angers 

Arena.
Bencic will face the 

winner of  the match be-
tween Thailand’s Luksika 
Kumkhum and Johanna 
Larsson of  Sweden in the 
second round.

The world number 5 
American struggled to find 
her rhythm in the rain-in-
terrupted match, dropping 
the first set.

Although Will iams 
fared better in the second, 
the in-form Swiss hitter 
outplayed the American 
and sealed the victory after 
breaking serve in the final 
game.

Bencic believes that in 
their previous meetings 
she showed the seven-time 
Grand Slam winner “too 
much respect.”

“I played a little bit to 
careful and safe. So this 
time I decided to come out 
and hit it big,” she said. 
“You really have to be on 
the limit of  your game 
here.”

It’s the first time since 
1997 that the Australian 
Open will not feature ei-
ther of  the Williams sisters 

in the second round after 
Serena withdrew from the 
tournament at the start of  
the month following her 
pregnancy. 

“She played above and 
beyond,” a disappointed 
Williams told Xinhua news 
agency after the match. 

“I don’t think I played a 
bad match... maybe I had a 
few too many unforced er-
rors. I think she just played 
well.”

William’s compatriot, 
10th seed CoCo Vandewe-
ghe, was brought down by 
Timea Babos of  Hungary 
6-7 (4-7), 2-6.

Meanwhile, reigning 
French Open champion 
Jelena Ostapenko of  Latvia 
defeated Italy’s Francesca 
Schiavone 6-1, 6-4.

Wozniacki is set to take 
on Jana Fett of  Croatia, 
who dispatched Misa Egu-
chi of  Japan 6-3, 6-2 in the 
second round.

Sixth-seeded Ostap-
enko is scheduled to play 
Duan Yingying of  China, 
who defeated Colombia’s 
Mariana Duque-Mariño 
6-0, 6-1.

London, Jan. 15 (AFP): 
Manchester United great 
Ryan Giggs is set to be 
named Wales boss on Mon-
day -- his first permanent job 
as a manager.

The Football Associa-
tion of Wales (FAW) said it 
would announce the iden-
tity of  Chris Coleman’s 
replacement on Twitter 
ahead of a 1400 GMT press 
conference.

Giggs, 44, has been the 
clear favourite for the Wales 
job since he declared his 
interest last month, saying: 
“I’ve played for Wales and 
I’ve said that I want to go 
back into coaching.

“Obviously that is one 
of the top jobs.”

Giggs was interviewed 
for the Wales job last week 
along with former inter-
national teammate Craig 
Bellamy and Osian Roberts, 
Coleman’s former assistant 
who is also the FAW’s tech-
nical director.

Former Wales defender 
Mark Bowen was also inter-
viewed after leaving his role 
as Stoke’s assistant manager 
a few days earlier.

Giggs’s contract, which 
will reportedly take him up 
to the 2022 World Cup, was 
tied up over the weekend.

The FAW was keen to 
make the appointment be-
fore the UEFA Nations 
League draw, which takes 
place in Switzerland on 

January 24.
Giggs, who won 64 

Wales caps between 1991 
and 2007, has been out of  
football for 18 months since 
leaving the coaching staff  at 
Manchester United.

He spent two seasons as 
Louis van Gaal’s assistant 
coach, but he left Old Traf-
ford in the summer of 2016 
following Jose Mourinho’s 
appointment as manager.

That ended a long asso-
ciation with the club where 
he made a record 963 ap-

pearances as a player, scor-
ing 168 goals.

Coleman spent nearly 
six years as Wales manager 
before leaving to take over 
Championship strugglers 
Sunderland in November.

He became the most 
successful manager in 
Welsh football history when 
he guided the country to the 
semi-finals of  Euro 2016 
-- Wales’s first major tour-
nament for 58 years. But 
they failed to qualify for this 
year’s World Cup in Russia.

Dhaka, Jan. 15 (AFP): 
Opener Tamim Iqbal struck 
an unbeaten half-century 
to guide Bangladesh to an 
eight-wicket win over Zim-
babwe in the opening match 
of  a tri-nation one-day in-
ternational tournament in 
Dhaka on Monday.

Tamim scored 84 off 93 
balls at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Stadium as Bangla-
desh cruised to 171-2 in just 
28.3 overs.

The hosts earlier dis-
patched Zimbabwe for 
170 in 49 overs as left-arm 
spinner Shakib Al Hasan 
claimed 3-43.

Sikandar Raza top-
scored for the visitors with 
52 as well as taking 2-53.

Bangladesh never looked 
in trouble, with Shakib strik-

Manchester,  Jan.  15 
(IANS): Manchester United 
chief coach Jose Mourinho 
has asked his Chelsea coun-
terpart Antonio Conte to 
apologize for calling him a 
“fake” and a “small man”.

Portuguese football tac-
tician Mourinho on Sun-
day said he did not start 
the altercation with Italian 
Conte. Conte, 48, had called 
Mourinho “senile” respond-
ing to a question whether 
Mourninho referred to him 
as a clown for his passionate 
activity at the touchline.

Mourinho hit back by 
referencing Conte’s implica-
tion in a match fixing scan-
dal which didn’t find Conte 
guilty. Then Conte dubbed 
Mourinho as “fake” and a 
“small man”.

“When I start I take the 

Chennai, Jan. 15 (IANS): There 
are several mountain peaks in the 
world to scale and not just Mount 
Everest, said a senior official of  Hi-
malayan Mountaineering Institute 
(HMI) in West Bengal’s Darjeeling 
district.

He said the institute has re-
cently decided to offer courses in 
mountaineering on actual cost ba-
sis to meet the increasing demand 
from students, corporate executives 
and foreigners.

“While aspiring to climb 
Mount Everest, the tallest peak in 
the world, is understandable, one 
should not be just fixated on that 
alone, neglecting the chance of  
climbing other peaks,” Wing Com-
mander Devidutta Panda, Vice 
Principal of  the HMI, told IANS 
on a recent visit.

He was referring to the trend 
among trainees who want to scale 
only Mount Everest, particularly 

after a young girl, Poorna Mala-
vath, climbed that peak in 2014. 
Poorna, at the age of  13 years, be-
came the youngest girl in the world 
to scale Mount Everest.

Panda has climbed all the ma-
jor peaks in Asia, Europe and Afri-
ca including Mount Everest twice. 
He has a total of  16 mountaineer-
ing expeditions under his cap.

He was the Deputy Leader of  
Indian Air Force Everest Expedi-
tion 2011 when he along with 
seven other members, including 
two women climbers, summitted 
the peak.

According to him, it would cost 
around Rs 25 lakh for a person to 
climb Mount Everest.

“Bank loans are available and 
one can raise some funds from 
some corporates. Sponsorships 
in large scale is not there for this 
adventure sport.”

Queried about other trends, 

Panda said there is good demand 
for mountaineering courses and 
trainees hail from different states. 
The good demand has prompted 
the HMI to introduce some courses 
on actual cost basis.

“We have decided to increase 
our student intake based on actual 
cost basis. Currently the fees for 
various courses are largely subsi-
dised,” Panda said.

The subsidised fee ranges be-
tween Rs 4,250 and Rs 7,750 
depending on the kind of  training 
and includes the cost of  training, 
equipment, boarding and lodging.

The HMI holds its training ses-
sions in Sikkim adding to its costs.

According to Panda, the spe-
cial courses on actual cost basis 
can be undertaken at any time of  
the year and even an individual can 
take the course instead of  being 
part of  a batch.

The new mountaineering 

courses are sport climbing, rock 
climbing, basic and advance moun-
taineering, adventure, and the 
training duration can vary as per 
the needs of  the trainee.

Sport climbing courses are very 
popular among school children 
from Class 4 to 9 who come on 
weekends during vacations to take 
part in the courses.

The HMI also screens a short 
movie about a mountaineering 
expedition for the tourists.

Founded in 1954, the HMI is 
housed inside the zoo complex 
in Darjeeling, the hometown of  
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay, the first 
Indian to set foot on the highest 
peak of  Mount Everest along 
with Sir Edmund Hillary of  New 
Zealand.

Meanwhile, the zoo has at-
tractions like Red Panda, Snow 
Leopard, Bengal Tiger and a large 
variety of  colourful birds.

and Troyes, until further 
notice,” the French federa-
tion said in a statement on 
Monday.

Chapron will also be 
summoned before the 
league’s disciplinary com-
mittee.

A few seconds after the 
incident, Chapron gave 

Carlos a yellow card, which 
resulted in the player being 
sent off  as he had also been 
booked in the first half.

“I know that refereeing 
is tough, but the referee 
sometimes need to put him-
self  into question,” Nantes 
forward Valentin Rongier 
said.

“If  we do something 
like this, we get a 10-game 
suspension.”

N a n t e s  p r e s i d e n t 
Wa l d e m a r  K i t a  t o l d 
L‘Equipe: “It’s a joke. I got 
20 SMS from all over the 
world telling me that this 
referee is a joke. What do 
you want me to tell you? 
If  I talk too much, I’ll be 
summoned by an ethics 
committee.”

ing twice in the first over 
after skipper Mashrafe Mor-
taza won the toss and opted 
to bowl.

Mashrafe and Mustafi-
zur Rahman quickly re-
duced Zimbabwe to 51 for 
four, before Raza provided 

some brief  resistance with 
his dogged 99-ball innings.

Peter Moor supported 
Raza with 33 before Rubel 
Hossain (2-24) took two 
wickets off successive balls, 
fast-tracking Zimbabwe’s 
collapse and becoming 
Bangladesh’s fifth bowler to 
claim 100 ODI wickets.

M u s t a f i z u r ,  w h o 
claimed 2-29, produced an 
off-cutter to uproot Blessing 
Muzarabani’s off-stump and 
end Zimbabwe’s innings.

Tamim, who hit eight 
fours and a six, lost his open-
ing partner Anamul Haque 
early on for 19 but added 
78 with Shakib (37) for the 
second wicket to set up the 
innings for Bangladesh.

Shakib -- who won the 
man of the match award -- 

said the win stood the hosts 
in good stead ahead of their 
match against Sri Lanka, the 
other team in the tri-nation 
series.

“Keeping up momen-
tum is very important. This 
win should give us some 
confidence before facing 
Sri Lanka, who I think will 
offer us a tough challenge,” 
he said.

Zimbabwe capta in 
Graeme Cremer blamed 
poor batting for their defeat.

“It was not one of those 
wickets where you could 
score easily. We had a lot of  
soft dismissals in our batting 
line-up,” he said.

Zimbabwe play Sri Lan-
ka in their next match of  
the tournament at the same 
ground on Wednesday.

responsibilities of that, and 
I’ve started many times.

When I don’t start it’s 
quite funny for me to see 
other people on the oth-
er side acting like victims 
when they’re not the victims. 
But, really, I don’t enjoy. 
That’s why, for me, it’s over,” 
54-year-old Mourinho was 
quoted as saying by ES-
PNFC.

“Sometimes it’s my 

fault. Sometimes it’s other 
managers’ fault. In my case, 
when I think it’s my fault 
and I should behave in a 
different way I’m the first 
one to apologize, like I did 
with Ranieri when I had the 
chance. “That’s when our 
relations went from bad to 
good and from good to very 
good, because I was man 
enough to apologize,” the 
Portuguese added.   



Alexis Sanchez
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T. Khel leads medal tally on Day-1

The top four wrestlers flanked by guest of honour Megoneizo Sirie and WADSA officials at Kiruphema 
local ground, Peducha village on Jan. 12.

Glimpses from the first day of the athletics event prize distribution ceremony at the Kohima local ground 
on Jan. 15.

EM Images

Liverpool's Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, left,  Roberto Firmino, second left, and Manchester City's Ilkay Gundogan, second right, vie for the 
ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City at the Anfield Stadium, in Liverpool, England 
on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Liverpool hand Man City first EPL defeat Kohima village sports meet underway

Kekhriezo Nagi is champion of 
Western Angami ‘D’ wrestling meet

Man United tipped to beat 
City to Sanchez signing

L i v e r p o o l ,  J a n .  1 5 
(IANS): Liverpool ended 
Manchester City's unbeat-
en run with a thrilling 
4-3 victory in an English 
Premier League (EPL) 
encounter here.

Across all competi-
tions this season, Man-
chester City had only suf-
fered one defeat prior to 

Sunday night, a 1-2 loss to 
Ukrainian club Shakhtar 
D o n e t s k  i n  a  U E FA 
Champions League match 
on December 6, reports 
Efe news agency.

But City were not the 
best team on the field at 
the Anfield Stadium, es-
pecially in the second half  
when Liverpool played 

with greater hunger and 
motivation.

Liverpool's Alex Ox-
lade-Chamberlain gave 
the hosts the lead in the 
ninth minute, when he 
took possession of  the 
ball in midfield, beat a se-
ries of  defenders and then 
blasted a shot from outside 
the penalty area past City 

goalkeeper Ederson in the 
ninth minute.

B u t  a f t e r  c o n c e d -
ing that early goal, City 
dominated the rest of  the 
first half  and scored the 
equaliser shortly before the 
break when Leroy Sane 
shook off  a defender and 
fired the ball home past 
Liverpool goalkeeper Lo-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 15 (EMN): After an im-
pressive opening ceremony of  the 63rd 
Kohima village sports meet at the Ko-
hima local ground on Sat. evening, the 
sports meet entered day-one as the sports 
events of  various discipline started on 
Monday at the Kohima local ground. The 
sports meet is hosted by Kohima Village 
Youth Organisation.

In the medal tally, Tsütuonuomia-
Khel leads on day-1 with 17 medals (9 
gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze), Dapfhüt-
sumia-Khel in second position with a 
total tally of  10 medals (2 gold, 2 silver, 
5 bronze). Pfuchatsumia-Khel is placed 
in the third position with 6 medals (3 
silver and 3 bronze) and Lhisemia-Khel 
in fourth with 4 medals (3 silver and 1 
bronze).

The sports events on the first day 
included the 100, 200, 800, 400, 1500, 
4×200 metres race (men), and 400 metres 
relay race and shot put, javelin throw, 

discus throw, high jump and broad jump.
While Seloukuolie Kire representing 

the Dapfhütsumia-Khel broke his own 
record from the last year in the shot put 
event producing his best at 12.10 metres 
to win a gold medal.

The competition on day-2 will com-
mence at 9.30 am at the Kohima local 
ground, with athletics events with 11 gold 
medals up for grabs. While the indoor 
game for the meet will begin on Tuesday 
evening at the Indoor Stadium Kohima 
wherein the first round of  chess will be 
played.

Medal tally after Day I

Gold Silver    Bronze

T.Khel 9 4 4

D.Khel 3 2 5

P.Khel 0 3           3

L.Khel 0 3 1

London, Jan. 15 (AFP): 
Manchester United ap-
peared to be closing in on 
Arsenal forward Alexis 
Sanchez on Monday, lead-
ing the chase to sign the 
Chile international ahead 
of  long-time suitors and lo-
cal rivals Manchester City.

If  the transfer goes 
ahead it r move of  the 
January transfer window 
invwould be the second 
blockbuster move of  the 
January transfer window 
involving Premier League 
clubs following Philippe 
Coutinho's big-money 
move from Liverpool to 
Barcelona.

Sanchez, 29, looks to 
have played his last game 
for Arsenal, with man-
ager Arsene Wenger saying 
on Sunday that his move 
could be confirmed "in the 
next 48 hours".

However there is un-
certainty as to whether he 
will pick the red or blue 
half  of  Manchester.

Pep Guardiola's City, 
whose move for the player 
collapsed at the end of  the 
summer transfer window, 

Kohima, Jan. 15 (EMN): Kekhriezo Nagi 
of Sechü Zubza became champion of the 
46th Western Angami ‘D’ Sports Asso-
ciation (WADSA) wrestling meet held at 
Kiruphema local ground, Peducha village 
on Jan. 12.

Kekhriezo lifted the title following his 
victory against former WADSA champ 
Neisakuolie Nipu in the final.

On his way to lift the title, the new 
champion earlier defeated reigning WADSA 
champ Petekuolie Nipu in the semis. Pe-
tekuolie, who is also a former champion 
of the Western Angami region, bagged the 
third position, while Keneivituo Nagi was 
placed fourth. It may be mentioned that 
all the top four wrestlers represented Sechü 
Zubza Youth Organisation.

The champion fetched a cash award 
of  INR 25,000, sponsored by Theyievilie 
Suohumvü, deputy mission director, SMA 

(SSA), Nagaland, while the runner-up 
received a cash award of INR 20,000, spon-
sored by Thepfuneituo Rino, contractor.

The third and fourth position winners 
were both given INR 15,000 and INR 
10,000, sponsored by contractor Vibilie 
Seyie and WADSA.

Meanwhile, 18 wrestlers have been 
selected to represent WADSA at the forth-
coming WASA meet scheduled to be held 
from Feb. 5 to 6 at the Kohima local ground.

The selected wrestlers are Kekhriezo 
Nagi, Neisakuolie Nipu, Petekuolie Nipu, 
Keneivituo Nagi, Mhasisietuo Kitshü, 
Neimeyietuo Zhünyü, Megotsolie Neikha, 
Rokosezo Hozoyie, Seketoukho Nipu, 
Kevisezo Lhousa, Kikruneikho Suokhrie, 
Mhasilhoukho Naprantsu, Menuoselie 
Hojha, Menuolhoulie Meyatsu, Keneisar 
Zenyü-u, Seyielezo Sechü, Kedizelhou 
Zhünyü and Neilasielie Vielie.

ris Karius.
Liverpool, however, 

took charge after inter-
mission, with Brazilian 
attacking midfielder Ro-
berto Firmino scoring 
their second goal in the 
59th minute.

S a d i o  M a n e  t h e n 
made his presence felt, 
sending one shot off  the 
woodwork and then short-
ly afterward getting the 
ball in the back of  the net 
off  a pass from Egypt's 
Mohamed Salah to make 
the score 3-1.

Egyptian star  Mo-
hamed Salah then ap-
peared to have given Liv-
erpool a comfortable lead 
in the 68th minute when 
he sent a shot from far out-
side the penalty box over 
the head of  Ederson, who 
was way out of  position.

City, however, showed 
why they had won 20 out 
of  22 games, getting one 
goal from Bernardo Silva 
six minutes before second-
half  stoppage time and 
another from Ilkay Gun-
dogan one minute into 
injury time to cut Liver-
pool's lead to 4-3.

But time was not on 
the side of  the visitors, 
who finally tasted defeat 
in a domestic league con-
test.

Despite the loss, City 
(62 points) still have a 
whopping 15-point advan-
tage over second-placed 
Manchester United. Liv-
erpool (47 points) jumped 
into the third spot with 
the win, ahead of  Chelsea 
based on goal difference.

are understood to be reluc-
tant to pay a reported fee in 
the region of  £35 million 
($48 million, 39 million 
euros) for a player who is 
out of  contract at the end 
of  the season.

U n i t e d  b o s s  Jo s e 
Mourinho has done noth-
ing to rule out United's 
interest in Sanchez, call-
ing him a "phenomenal 
player" and admitting that 
if  there is a "fantastic op-
portunity" to sign a top 
player in the January trans-
fer window, the club would 
be interested.

Former England cap-
tain Alan Shearer said the 
signing would be a huge 
coup for United because 
he has been a Guardiola 
target for some time.

"I don't know what 
Sanchez is thinking but my 
guess -- and it is a guess -- is 
that he will choose City," 
Shearer said on the BBC 
website, adding that the 
player knows Guardiola 
from his time at Barce-
lona and would be join-
ing the best team in the 
country. But he admitted 
the forward would walk 
into United's team while 
he would not necessarily 
be an automatic choice in 
City's star-studded line-up.

Runaway  Premie r 
League leaders City boast 
an dazzling array of  at-
tacking talent with the 
likes of  Kevin De Bruyne, 
Leroy Sane, David Silva, 
Raheem Sterling, Gabriel 
Jesus and Sergio Aguero 
vying for places.

Sanchez would cer-
tainly feature for City, who 
lost their unbeaten Premier 
League record at Anfield 
on Sunday, as they chase 
silverware on four fronts 
but he would struggle to 
pin down a permanent 
starting berth at the Eti-
had.


