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Lord, make me an 
instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let 

me sow love.  
~ Francis of Assisi
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 07°
Agartala 24° 12°
Gangtok 17° 05°
Guwahati 23° 11°
Imphal 21° 08°

Itanagar 22° 09°
Shillong 16° 04°
Delhi 22° 07°
Kolkata 23° 10°
Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.2° 4.7°
DIMAPUR 24° 12.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 63%
DIMAPUR NIL 89%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Fake PUMA: Three 
arrested in Dimapur

NDPP receives another boost 

UN chief calls for 'balance 
of power' in UNSC

Wokha-Kohima taxis to travel via Merapani 

Cabinet ministers should 'speak up' 
like SC judges – Yashwant Sinha

African countries outraged by Trump’s latest 'racist' remarks

Chief Justice to meet rebel judges 
on Sunday to resolve crisis

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Radcliffe breaks silence on  
Depp casting controversy | P10

Djokovic looks forward to 
trying out ‘new serve’ at 
Australian Open |  P11

ED raids Karti’s houses, 
Chidambaram calls it 

‘comedy of errors’ | P8

Disarming soldiers 

SUPREME CRISIS 

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
As the crisis triggered by 
the revolt of four Supreme 
Court judges lingered, Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra and the 
rebel judges may meet on 
Sunday to resolve the prob-
lems raked up by them as 
two of the dissenting judges 
on Saturday sought to play 
down the issue.

Three of the four judges, 
who had attacked the Chief 
Justice at a press confer-
ence here on Friday, were 
away from the capital and 
are expected to return on 
Sunday afternoon. There 
was no official confirma-
tion about reports that Jus-
tice Misra will be meeting 
with the rebel judges.

But indications were 
available that a resolution 
could be worked out from 
the remarks made by Jus-
tices Kurian Joseph and 
Ranjan Gogoi and Attorney 
General K.K. Venugopal, 
the government's highest 
law officer.

Justice Joseph said in 
Kochi that there was no 
constitutional crisis in the 
apex court and the issues 
they had raised appeared 
to have been sorted out.

"We did this for a cause 
and I think (the) issues ap-
pear to have been sorted 
out. This was not against 
anyone nor are we having 

anything personal. It was 
meant to see that more 
transparency is there," said 
Justice Joseph.

He, however, did not 
elaborate. Justice Joseph 
said the issues they had 
raised in an unprecedented 
press conference on Friday 
triggered no constitutional 
crisis.

"There will be no con-
stitutional crisis and there 
are only problems in proce-
dures and that will be cor-
rected." He said the judges 
had "written everything in 
the letter" they released on 
Friday and which they had 
sent to Justice Misra a cou-
ple of months ago.

Asked whether he felt 
that the judges should 
not have come out in the 
open with their grievances 
against the Chief Justice, 
he said: "Any problem, 
everyone can see two sides. 
Whatever we have to say 
we have written in the let-
ter." 

In reply to a question 
on why they failed to brief 
the President of the issues, 
he said the President is only 
the appointing authority. 
Ranjan Gogoi, who was in 
Kolkata for a meeting of 
legal services authorities, 
also ruled out any crisis hit-
ting the top court. "There 
is no crisis," he said, but 

refused to make any further 
comments.

The Attorney General, 
meanwhile, expressed the 
hope that the problems in 
the top judiciary would be 
"settled" by Monday.

"Unity among Supreme 
Court judges will return 
by Monday. We hope the 
entire issue will be settled 
in the larger interest of 
the institution. Judges are 
persons of wisdom and 
statesmanship and experi-
ence. We hope they won't 
allow the issue to escalate," 
Venugopal said here.

Venugopal on Friday 
had said the judges could 
have avoided going pub-
lic with their complaints 
against Justice Misra. The 
Bar Council of India (BCI) 
met here on Saturday and 
unanimously decided that 
a seven-member delega-
tion of the bar would try to 
meet majority of Supreme 
Court judges on Sunday 
in an attempt to persuade 
them to resolve the issue at 
the earliest. "We are ready 
to offer our mediation," 
Manan Misra, BCI Presi-
dent, told the media after 
the meeting. He said the 
matter should not be po-
liticised.

Me a n w h i l e ,  P r i m e 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
Principal Secretary Nripen-

BCI delegation to meet 
judges on the crisis
The Bar Council of India (BCI) met here on Saturday 
and unanimously decided that a seven-member 
delegation of the bar would try to meet majority of 
Supreme Court judges on Sunday in an attempt to 
persuade them to resolve the crisis facing the highest 
judiciary at the earliest.

"We are ready to offer our mediation," BCI Presi-
dent Manan Misra told the media after the meeting in 
which resolutions were passed on the crisis triggered by 
the press conference of four judges attacking the Chief 
Justice of India on Friday.

Addressing the media after the meeting, he said 
the matter should not be politicised and should be 
resolved amicably. Mishra said it was a family dispute 
and should be resolved within the judiciary. However, 
he felt the judges should not have gone to the media 
with their complaints. (PTI)

dra Misra was on Saturday 
morning seen driving to 
the residence of the Chief 
Justice. He was seen sit-
ting inside his official car 
which returned from the 
gate of the Chief Justice's 
residence without entering 
the premises.

The Congress asked 
Modi to explain why he 
sent his aide to Justice Mis-
ra's residence. "As PM's 
Principal Secretary, Nrip-
endra Misra visits CJI's 
residence at 5, Krishna 
Menon Marg. ( The) PM 
must answer the reason for 

sending this special mes-
senger to (the) Chief Justice 
of India," tweeted Congress 
spokesperson Randeep 
Singh Surjewala.

The revolt by Justices 
J. Chelameswar, Ranjan 
Gogoi, Kurian Joseph and 
Madan B. Lokur surfaced 
in a press conference in 
which they accused the 
Chief Justice of not strictly 
adhering to the rules in 
assigning cases to appro-
priate benches, which they 
said could create "doubts" 
about the integrity of the 
top court.

United Nations, Jan. 13 (PTI): UN chief Antonio 
Guterres has called for establishing "balance of 
power" in the Security Council to make the world 
body more "democratic".

Speaking at a ceremony yesterday at which 
Egypt took over the chairmanship of the G77 and 
China from Ecuador, the UN Secretary-General 
called for a more democratic UN, with power 
divided in a more balanced way and with more 
effective diversity in the regional representation at 
all its bodies.

"The centre of that is in the reform of the Secu-
rity Council, it is in the revitalisation of the General 
Assembly, but one thing that I am strongly com-
mitted at the Secretariat level and that is one of the 
reasons of the management reform that we have 
proposed is to make sure that, at that the level of 
the Secretariat, that increased diversity and that 
balance of power is established," he said.

He expressed hope that the Group of 77 will be 
"attentive to the need to make sure that any reform 
gives an effective contribution to a more balanced 
and democratic UN where power is better distrib-
uted and justice can prevail more easily." 

He said Group of 77 has a very important role to 
play not only in a multilateral world but in a world 
where international relations have more justice.

‘NDPP today at the party’s office 
Chumukedima, Dimapur’. 

“His joining the party is an 
immense boost to the party with 
his vast working experience, as he 
had served in various capacities 
till his retirement from govern-
ment service in January 2014,” 
it stated. 
Profile
Mhathung Kithan, IAS 1986 Hary-
ana cadre
Administrator, Haryana Urban De-
velopment Authority (HUDA)
Additional director for Town and 
Country Planning 
Deputy commissioner at REWARI
Deputy commissioner at KARNAL
Director for Social Welfare, Har-
yana
Managing director for Sugar Mills, 
Haryana
Special secretary for Industries, 
Haryana
Commissioner for HISSAR divi-
sion, Haryana
Home commissioner for Nagaland 
(on deputation)
Commissioner-secretary for Works 
and Housing, Education and In-
dustries; Nagaland
Financial commissioner and prin-
cipal secretary to the government 
of Haryana
Chairman of Housing Board, Har-
yana, before retiring in January 
2014.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): The All 
Nagaland Taxi Association (ANTA) 
of Wokha has informed that taxi 
passengers between Wokha and 
Dimapur would travel the Merapani 
route owing to the announcement of 
resumption of ‘bandh’ along National 

Highway 2 initiated by the Rengma 
Selo Zi and the Rengma Student’s 
Union starting Jan. 13, 10 am. 

The ANTA unit on Sat. issued a 
statement informing that the Wokha-
Kohima taxi service had been put on 
hold for now. “Meanwhile, the asso-

ciation request all the commuters to 
raise their grievances at ANTA wokha 
unit office if any to be made. ANTA 
Wokha unit helpline no.7005428175/
9856848356/9436810226/ or mail us 
at antawokhaunit@gmail.com,” the 
statement read. 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): Di-
mapur police authorities aided 
by a representative of the giant 
global fashion and lifestyle com-
pany Puma on Jan. 12 arrested 
three men for selling fake Puma 
goods at the New Market in Di-
mapur.

According to a press state-
ment from the Dimapur police 
on Sat., a raid was conducted ‘in a 
few suspected garment/footwear 
shops at New Market and NL 
Road area’ identified prior as to 
be selling fake Puma products. 

“Accordingly the shops and 
the proprietor were spotted in 
advance, later search and seizure 
were made in the following shops 
and the seized items are shown 
below:

Road, Dimapur; (1) Track 
Pant Puma- 37 Pecs.  (2) T 
Shirt – 1 Pecs. (3) Track Suit – 6 
Pecs.

-
mapur; (1) Ladies wear Puma 
– 118 Pecs. (2) Track Pant 
Puma- 33 Pecs. (3) Track Suit 
Puma- 18 Pecs.
“Further, the following per-

sons were apprehended from 
their respective shops. (1) Ghandi 
Das (51 yrs), proprietor of Babu 
Garment Shop, NL Road, Di-
mapur. (2) Biswajit Gosh (42 
yrs), proprietor of Babu Garment 
Shop, NL Road, Dimapur, (3) 
Bakul Saha (40yrs), proprietor of 
Deepak Store, NL Road, Dimapur. 
All the 03 (three) arrestee together 
with the seized items brought to 
east PS and registered a case u/s. 
008/18 u/s 120 (B)/420 IPC R/W 
63 Copy Right Act and investiga-
tion revealed all the seize items 
were illegally imported from My-
anmar country, and illegally pur-
chased and sales in local market 
with same trade mark of Puma 
(cat logo),” it stated.

allocation and certain judicial orders.
Like the Chief Justice of India in the 

Supreme Court, the prime minister is also 
first among equals in the government and 
his cabinet colleagues should speak up, 
he said.

Sinha, who has been a vocal critic of 
the Modi government over issues like de-
monetisation, GST and Kashmir, claimed 
that he was "personally aware of the fear 
in which members of the cabinet in this 
government are working, and that also is a 
threat to democracy".

The BJP has in the past attributed Sin-
ha's scathing criticism of the government 
to his being sidelined in the party with Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley once dubbing 
him as a "job applicant at 80".

Sinha was a cabinet minister in the first 
BJP-led NDA government and held finance 
and foreign affairs portfolios.

In his press conference, Sinha also re-
jected suggestions that politicians should 
not wade into the judicial crisis, saying 
when four senior most SC judges have gone 
public, it was no longer an internal matter 
of the court and it was imperative for every 
concerned citizen to raise his voice.

Political parties and Parliament should 
speak when four senior most judges had 
spoken about dangers to democracy, he 
said.

Referring to the Winter Session and the 
first leg of the Budget Session to be held be-
tween January 29-February 9, Sinha said he 
had never heard of such short sessions and 
this was also a threat to democracy.

Citing the four judges comments that 
sensitive cases were assigned by the Chief 
Justice of India to particular benches, he 
said it must be clarified which were these 
cases.

He added that it was anyway "clear 
like sunlight" that which cases were being 
talked about.

"It is obvious that attempts have been 
made to manage some sensitive cases," he 
alleged, adding "corrective actions must 
be taken. People should be told which are 
these cases".

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI): Firing a fresh 
salvo at the government, disgruntled BJP 
leader Yashwant Sinha today asked his 
party colleagues and ministers to "get rid 
of their fear" and "speak up for democ-
racy" like the four Supreme Court judges 
who came out publicly against the chief 
justice.

The former Union minister referred to 
the comments of the four judges to claim 
that the prevailing atmosphere was like the 
Emergency in 1975-77 and voiced concern 
over short parliamentary sessions.

If Parliament is compromised, the Su-
preme Court is not in order, then democ-
racy is threatened, he told reporters.

Sinha said "if four senior most Su-
preme Court judges say democracy is 
under threat, we have to take their words 
very seriously"" 

"Every citizen who feels for democracy 
should speak up. I will ask party (BJP) lead-
ers and senior cabinet ministers to speak 
up. I will appeal to them to get rid of their 
fears and speak up," he said.

Sinha, however, insisted that it was for 
the apex court to sort out the crisis after 
the four senior judges virtually revolted 
against the country's chief justice yester-
day, raising questions on "selective" case 

Yashwant Sinha

Nairobi, Jan. 13 (AFP/PTI): Afri-
cans have reacted angrily after 
US President Donald Trump re-
portedly referred to their nations 
as "shithole countries", with 
many accusing the US president 
of racism and ignorance.

The 55-nation African Union 
condemned the remarks yes-
terday, while a statement from 
ambassadors of all countries 
from the continent at the United 
Nations demanded a retraction 
and apology.

The African Group of UN 
ambassadors said it was "ex-
tremely appalled at, and strongly 
condemns the outrageous, racist 
and xenophobic remarks by the 
president of the United States of 
America as widely reported by 
the media".

Ambassadors unanimously 
agreed the resolution after an 
emergency session to weigh 
Trump's remarks.

The comment was "clear-
ly" racist, said Ebba Kalondo, 
spokeswoman for AU chief 
Moussa Faki.

"This is even more hurtful 
given the historical reality of just 
how many Africans arrived in 
the United States as slaves, and 
also terribly surprising as the 
United States remains a mas-

sively positive example as just 
how migration can give birth to 
a nation," Kalondo said.

He stressed the US was 
"much stronger than the sum 
total of one man".

Trump reportedly demanded 
to know why the United States 
should accept immigrants from 
"shithole countries", after law-
makers raised the issue of pro-
tections for immigrants from 
African nations, Haiti and El 
Salvador.

However he later tweeted: 
"this was not the language 
used".

The United Nations slammed 
the reported remarks as "shock-
ing and shameful" and "racist".

"You cannot dismiss entire 
countries and continents as 
'shitholes' whose entire popu-
lations, who are not white, are 
therefore not welcome," Rupert 
Colville, spokesman for the UN 
human rights office, told report-
ers in Geneva.

Botswana summoned the US 
ambassador to the country to 
"clarify if Botswana is regarded 
as a 'shithole' country", accord-
ing to a foreign ministry state-
ment calling Trump's comments 
"irresponsible, reprehensible 
and racist".

Senegal followed suit with 
Foreign Minister Sidiki Kaba 
saying the government "firmly 
condemned the unacceptable 
remarks which undermine hu-
man dignity, especially of Africa 
and her diaspora".

Trump was widely derided 
last year after twice referring to 
Namibia as "Nambia".

Social media users across 
the continent posted images of 
modern skylines and beautiful 
nature from their countries with 
the hashtag "shithole".

Many Africans reminded 
the US of its historic role in the 
continent's woes.

"President Trump, One day, 
I'll take you to a 'shithole' coun-
try called Ghana," wrote Ghana-
ian Edmond Prime Sarpong on 
Facebook.

"First stop would be Osu 
Castle, Elmina Castle, and the 
over 40 Forts that detained 
about 30 million slaves, beaten 
and shipped out like sardine 
cans and then I will tell you the 
history of Africa and why people 
like you made that a 'shithole' 
continent." 

Prominent Kenyan com-
mentator Patrick Gathara told 
AFP that Trump's words were 
nothing new.

"This is no different from 
what Hollywood and Western 
media have been saying about 
Africa for decades. We have con-
sistently been portrayed as shitty 
people from shitty countries." 

Some acknowledged prob-
lems in their countries, but 
blamed this on their poor lead-
ers as well as Western nations.

"Please don't confuse the 
#shithole leaders we Africans 
elect with our beautiful conti-
nent... Our motherland is the 
most blessed continent that 
has been raped by imperialists 
in collaboration with our shitty 
misleaders for generations," 
wrote Kenyan activist Boniface 
Mwangi on Twitter.

In South Africa, the ruling 
African National Congress party 
declared "ours is not a shithole 
country" and described Trump 
as "extremely offensive".

Some Nigerians did not hold 
back, with many on Twitter 
saying their country was a "shit-
hole", but that it was "our shit-
hole" to criticise.

In Senegal's capital Dakar, 
administrator Idrissa Fall said 
"we cannot really say that he 
(Trump) is wrong".

"African countries,  and 
sometimes our leaders, do not 

exactly deal with the problems of 
the worst-off, that's what makes 
people immigrate".

Even war-torn South Sudan 
weighed in, with President Salva 
Kiir's spokesman Ateny Wek At-
eny slamming the comments as 
"outrageous".

However Juba business-
woman Jenny Jore, 31, told AFP 
that Trump's remarks were "on 
point".

"It is thanks to our African 
leaders that we are insulted that 
way," she said.

The 54-nation UN African 
Group, which does not include 
Western Sahara, demanded a 
"retraction and an apology" 
from Trump, while thanking 
Americans "from all walks of 
life who have condemned the 
remarks". Trump's latest com-
ments provided ample fodder 
for talk- show hosts.

South African comedian 
Trevor Noah, star of "The Daily 
Show", described himself as an 
offended citizen of "South Shit-
hole" and also criticised Trump's 
preferred choice of Norway for 
immigrants.

"He didn't just name a white 
country, he named the whitest 
-- so white they wear moon-
screen," he said. 

Army bomb disposal squad inspects the site after 
an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) was defused 
on Srinagar-Baramulla highway on the outskirts of 
Srinagar on Saturday.

PTI

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): In 
what has been claimed as a 
major boost to the National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) of Nagaland, 
the former bureaucrat Mhat-
hung Kithan has joined the 
party as ‘senior vice-presi-
dent.’ 

A statement from the 
party on Sunday informed 
that Kithan had joined 
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Members of the Burkhang Cultural Society of Dimapur performing a cultural dance during the Aai Sagi festival in Dimapur on Jan. 13.

Himato Zhimomi addressing students at the Khaghaboto Area 
Students’ Union conference at L Hotovi on Sat.

District administration officers with IAS officers at the DC’s conference hall on Sat.

Nagaland state’s BJP officials during the booth-level training in Mon district. 

Kachari community 
celebrates Aai Sagi festival 

Tsiemekhuma to host  
Nagaland prayer convention
The Nagaland Prayer Centre at Tsiemekhuma in Botsa will 
be hosting the first Nagaland prayer convention during Feb 
2-4 with the theme ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ (John 20:22). 
Speakers for the convention are Rev. Vizotuo Kiewhuo and 
Rev. Neivotso Niekha. This was informed in a press release 
issued by pastor Pfusovi Metha. Believers are invited to 
the programme.

NPBCA’s general council programme
The Nagaland Police Baptist Churches Association (NPBCA) 
will be conducting its 29th annual general council with the 
theme ‘Knitted together in Christ’ (Colossians 2:2) at the 
PBC 9th NAP (IR) bn. at Saijang during Jan. 14-14. 

APO to conduct general meeting 
The Angami Public Organisation (APO) will be conducting 
its annual general meeting on Jan. 16 at 11 a.m. at the 
APO hall in Kohima. The group’s information and publicity 
secretary has informed that induction of new office 
bearers for 2018-2020 will be held on the same day. All the 
four units SAPO, WAPO, NAPO, and CPO are requested to 
attend the meeting with a minimum participation of 120 
delegates each without fail. Village council chairmen and 
executive members, VDB secretaries and GBs of all the 
Angami villages are also requested to attend the meeting. 
APO requested its members to attend the meeting with 
touch traditional attire.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

ZBT 11.6 6.8 9.1 90 NIL

TUENSANG 15 11 5.8 61 NIL

MKG 16 10 10.6 77 NIL

PHEK 17 6.2 6.8 80 NIL

KIPHIRE 19.6 5.8 9.6 97 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 16 8 10.4 77 NIL

TSEMINYU 23.2 6 8.3 69 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 21.4 14.8 14.1 79 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Students urged to inculcate work culture 

IAS officers interact with Dimapur administration

Mon’s DC informs schools JD (U) confirms appointment 
of party’s state convenor

BJP Longleng resolves 

BJP conducts 2nd phase booth level training in Mon 

Chakhesang revival churches 
conduct ‘45 years session’

LBSE youth rally underway at Longidang

One girl found 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 13: The Kachari com-
munity celebrated its post-harvest 
festival Aai Sagi on Jan. 13 organised 
by Aai Sagi Festival Celebration Com-
mittee (ASFCC) of the Mech Kachari 
Public Organisation (MKPO) at 
Purana Bazar ‘B’ village’s playground 
in Dimapur. 

The president of  the Indigenous 
Minority Tribes (IMT) of  Nagaland 
K Lun Tungnung attended the event 
as its chief guest. 

In his address, Tungnung said 
minority tribes in Nagaland constitute 
the IMT. They are the Garo, Mikhir, 
Kuki and Kachari, who ‘equally de-
serve backward quota’ in the state but 
have noone to fight for their rights, 
he said.  

“People seek the minority tribes 

only during election period. It is 
universal that the mighty ones op-
press the weaker section; however the 
weaker sections are also accountable 
to fight back for their rights,” Tung-
nung said.

‘How long can we remain op-
pressed. We will live and die in Naga-
land. We are loved by the Nagas. The 
only setback is the minority communi-
ties do not come out of our isolation 
which is the reason our existence is 
overlooked,’ he exhorted. 

Tungnung on the occasion assert-
ing ‘truth is the best defence’, called 
on the community to safeguard their 
identity to survive, and retell the his-
tory to fight for the rights.  

The president of  the Kachari 
Tribal Council of  Nagaland Ramesh 
Hasnu reminded the community that 

Aai Sagi festival was being observed 
‘to safeguard the Kachari commu-
nity’s identity and offering gratitude to 
the deities for a plentiful harvest.’ As 
far as possible, Hasnu said, ‘We should 
celebrate this festival annually preserv-
ing our tradition and identity.’

“We should maintain diplomatic 
relationship within our surrounding 
and take pleasure in other communi-
ties’ festival which will ultimately help 
us build cordial relationship,” Hasnu 
said.

Also, the community leader re-
marked that being a citizen of Naga-
land ‘we are aware of  our situation.’ 
The situation will change day by day 
and ‘we should live with adjustment’ 
living by the maxim ‘survival of  the 
fittest while struggling for one’s exist-
ence,’ he told the gathering.   

people.’
The chief  guest ex-

plained further: ‘From our 
forefathers’ time, Nagas 
have remained economical-
ly unique as they depended 
on no one but worked hard 
with honesty and remained 

self  sufficient.’ Talking 
about how best to maintain 
and uphold the integrity of  
economic uniqueness of  
the community, Zhimomi 
said, ‘This is something we 
must think seriously and 
maintained that only way 

is everyone should work.’ 
There are lots of  oppor-
tunities to explore, work 
and thus improving the 
economical status of  the 
society, he said.

On job opportunities, 
the officer said ‘everyone 
cannot get government jobs 
and those who wish to en-
ter government agencies 
have to qualify themselves 
through competitive ex-
ams.’ He told them that 
technical and skill-based 
education will give them 
better chances at landing 
jobs.

Pointing out that there 
were more opportunities in 
the private sector, he said 90 
% of  economic generation 
comes through the private 
sector. Therefore youths 
should enter the private 
sector and avail maximum 
opportunities, he said.

The conference will cul-
minate on Sunday.

 Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): As part of  
‘Bharat Dharshan,’ a winter study tour, 
18 IAS 2017 batch officers reached Di-
mapur on Jan. 11.

The officers held an interactive 
session on Sat. with deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel; Commissioner of Dimapur police 
Limasunep; and other district officers 
in the conference hall of the DC’s of-
fice. The Dimapur IPR issued updates 
about the event on Sat.

During the interactive session, 

commissioner police while high-
lighting on the present situation of  
Dimapur district informed them that 
the level of violence in the district has 
come down and is peaceful. 

“Nagas are aspiring for an era of  
peace,” he maintained.

Assistant Director Food and Civil 
supplies department Jamonger also 
apprised the officers about the imple-
mentation of various schemes where 
foodgrains are given to the targeted 
beneficiaries as per the provision of the 

National Food Security Act. 
CMO Dimapur Dr.Vikato and 

officials from Social Welfare and 
DRDA, Dimapur also participated.

DC Dimapur is stated to have 
encouraged them to work with dedica-
tion reminding them that society looks 
upon young and upright officers. 

As part of  the last leg of  their 
study tour the IAS officers will leave 
for Kohima where they will be visiting 
Kisama, World War II cemetery etc 
tomorrow, DPRO informed.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): Deputy Commissioner, 
Mon Thavaseelan K has informed primary schools 
in the district to collect the audio-visual educational 
material, the Development branch from Jan. 15 during 
office hour.

The audio-visual content which is expected to be 
of  assistance to teachers in effective pedagogy was 
procured by the Office of DC Mon for the primary 
students in the district. The content may be displayed 
to students using computers / laptops and wherever 
one such is not available, mobile phones could be used. 
As for mobile phones based audio visual classes ‘USB 
memory adapter’ will be provided on ‘demand basis’, 
the DC informed.

He further informed that the content for English, 
Mathematics and Environmental Science form class 
1–4 will be available free of  cost and same can be 
collected.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): The 
Lotha Baptist Ekhumkho Sanrhyutsü 
(LBES) 19th youth rally got under-
way on Fri. at N Longidang, under 
the theme “Nkenphio Longtsü” “” 
(Audacious Faith) Hebrews 11:1.

The rally will conclude on Jan. 
14. The DPRO updated about the 
event on Sat.

The rally was inaugurated by 
Pastor Lakhuti Baptist Church, Rev. 
Ezanbemo Odyuo.

Speaker of the second day pro-
gramme, Pastor UBC Doyang, Rev. 
Ellis Lotha is stated to have encour-
aged and called on youngsters to 
live true, exemplary and steadfast 
Christian lives. 

‘Through the rally usher in a re-
vival and renewal of self, the church 
and society so that there will be peace 

and cooperation among people for 
one’s growth and reconciliation with 
God,’ the Rev said.

Youth secretary of the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council (NBCC), 
Rev. Viko Rhi in his greetings in-
formed that under the NBCC there 
are 1615 churches and 6,15,000 bap-
tised believers out of  which, youth 
comprises 2,12,000. Out of which, he 
said the LBSE is one mong the larg-
est numbers and can be the agents of  
change for better future and  guard-
ians of  faith in the changing times 
of today.

In the first service, 46 youth took 
pledge and committed their lives 
to Christ Jesus, the press release 
informed.

The Bible study was conducted 
by youth director Old Changsu 

Nsungbeni Kithan, and lecturer CTC 
Renbi Rangthang. 

In the seminar session, joint direc-
tor Rural Development, Thungjamo 
Odyuo spoke on the topic “Overcom-
ing poverty while inhabiting a fertile 
land as ours,” and district session 
judge, Longshithung Ezung spoke on 
legal awareness. 

Youth Director Purna Bazar 
Khothungo Kikon and Prof. Dr. 
W Athungo Ovung share on topics 
‘back to the land’ and ‘youth in the 
culture of materialism.’ 

The rally is being hosted by Tiyi 
Longchum Range Baptist Churches 
Fellowship. 

The organisers claimed that 
around 1700 youth of  Wokha dis-
trict, Shillong and Assam states are 
attending the rally.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
A commemorative event 
marking 45 years of  the 
Chakhesang Christian 
Revival Churches Youth 
Association (CCRCYA) 
got underway on Fri. at 
Christian Revival Church 
at Phek village. The three-
day event is being con-
ducted with the theme 
“Rise up and rebuilt,” a 
press release from the or-
ganisers stated on Sat..

In a opening session, 
CCRCYA president Veshe 
Chizo informed that the 
mission of  youth asso-
ciation is to reach out to 
others by sharing love and 
truth about God. He said 
that the theme was cho-
sen with a prayer to bring 

fundamental changes to 
spiritual life.

On the second day, 
the speaker Council of  
Chakhesang Christian Re-
vival Churches (CCCRC) 
executive secretary, Rev. 
Vevozo Khamo, said in 
his address that revival is 
to be completely revived 
by the Holy Spirit and to 
live like the life of  Christ. 
Referring to the life of  
Nehemiah, he encouraged 
the congregation to live 
like the prophet to rebuild 
the nation. 

The execut ive  sec -
retar y of  the Angami 
Christian Revival Church 
Council Rev. Dr. DL San-
chu will be the speaker for 
the Sunday service. 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
State unit Janata Dal (United) 
has confirmed appointment 
of  NSN Lotha as the state 
convenor. The appointment 
was confirmed following a 
team officials from the state 
JD (U) met with the central 
leaders in Delhi recently.

JD (U) central leaders 
told the state team that NSN 
Lotha was appointed as the 
convenor in view of  the major 
restructuring/ reshuffle in 
entire JD (U) setup after the 
split within the party at the 
national level. The restructur-
ing was necessitated ahead of  
general elections to be held 
in several states including 
Nagaland. 

A joint press release is-
sued by the state JD (U) gen-
eral secretary Lakiu Kips 
and the senior vice president 
Elvis Yanthan stated that 
the national party president 
Nitish Kumar has assured to 
initiate appointment of  the 
party leaders from Northeast 
in national politics. 

The statement also in-
formed that the state former 
president Rekhum would be 
inducted as office bearer at 
the national level at the earli-
est representing Nagaland 
state.

The party further affirmed 
to work under the convenor-
ship of  NSN Lotha to lead 
the party forward.

Dimapur, Jan 13. (EMN): 
Longleng unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has re-
solved that no party tickets 
should to be issued to any can-
didate from 49 Tamlu and 50 
Longleng assembly constitu-
encies respectively without the 
consultation of the district and 
mandals executive members as 
per the party’s constitution.

The resolution to this effect 
was taken during its second 
consultative meeting held at 
BJP head office, Longleng, on 
January 12 at 11 AM headed 

by district president B Ajoy 
Phom. 

The unit has also resolved 
to strongly support to the clean 
election as directed by the Na-
galand Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC), Kohima. 

The unit has further appre-
ciated the vice president of state 
kisan morcha H Sunep Phom, 
who visited the Longleng dis-
trict office on January 5. This 
was stated in a press release 
issued by B Chemben Phom, 
unit general secretary and 
organiser.

 Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
A nine year old girl named 
Alovi was found at Burma 
Camp in Dimapur and is 
under the care of  the non-
governmental organisation 
Childline of Dimapur since 
Sep. 10. This was informed 
by the Childline on Sat.

The matter was reported 
to the Childline by a con-
cerned citizen when the 
child was seen alone wan-
dering in Burma Camp, the 
press release stated.

According to the girl, 
she was staying with a Naga 
family but then she had left 
the place in search of  her 
mother who was staying in 
Burma Camp. On reach-
ing Burma camp, it was 
informed, ‘the locality was 
renovated’ and the house 
where her mother used to 
live as a tenant was demol-
ished. 

The girl was said to have 
around for her mother but 

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
Commissioner-secretary to 
the government of  Naga-
land I Himato Zhimomi has 
urged students to inculcate 
work culture in order to 
make the society self  reli-
ant.

Zhimomi was address-
ing the annual general con-
ference of the Khaghaboto 
Area Students’ Union that 
was conducted at L Hotovi 
village. A press release from 
the union on Sat. informed 
about the event.

 Stating that growth 
and progress of the society 
depends on everyone, the 
comm. secy. encouraged the 
youth to be work-cultured 
to be self-reliant and self-
dependent. He advised the 
students not to be depend-
ent on others. Otherwise, 
he said, ‘There will be a 
day when the world will 
no more regard the Nagas 
as economically unique 

no one could help her, Child-
line informed.

The girl is currently 
placed in a shelter as per 
directives from the Child 
Welfare Committee of  Di-
mapur.

Anyone having knowl-
edge or information about 
the child or her parents / 
guardian has been asked to 
contact Childline at the toll 
free number 1098 03862-
224151 / 8731889309; CWC 
Dimapur: 9436260005 / 
9402832493.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN):  The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) con-
ducted its 2nd phase booth level unit 
training in Mon district on Jan. 13 
covering 43rd Tapi and 41st Tizit 
assembly constituencies. This was 
informed in a press release issued by 
party Media Cell on Sat. 

The training was attended by 188 
in Tapi and 340 in Tizit, the party 
claimed.

Addressing the meeting, booth 
level training convener, K James Vizo 
said “BJP will be the only party that 
could provide stability in the state with 
good governance, free of  corruption 
and development will become reality 
if  elected to power.” 

The recent victory of  the BJP in 
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat as-
sembly polls is a win for Modi’s devel-
opment agenda against the politics of  
dynasty, casteism and appeasement of  
the rivals, Vizo said.

Out of  29 states in the country, 
BJP rules in 19 States and is riding 
high on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s popularity, he said adding that 

‘BJP made an impressive gain in many 
states which indicates the people’s 
faith in politics of  development and 
good governance of  the party.’

Stating that ‘Nagaland in a recent 
time has experienced instability with 
the governance and performance is at 
a standstill,’ Vizo asserted that if  BJP 
comes to power, it can bring transfor-
mation and reformation in the state.

Media Cell co-convener Yaghose 
Sangtam said that most of  the flag-
ship programmes under Modi’s gov-
ernment is basically focusing on the 
welfare of  the downtrodden section of  
the people especially the schedule tribe 
and caste; and widows of  the weaker 
sections, the press release stated.

BJP’s top priority is to deliver 
development, good governance, per-
formance and a corruption- free gov-
ernment, Sangtam echoed.

State BJP secretary Lima Onen 
Chang highlighted the vision docu-
ment of  the state BJP Nagaland and 
shared about the schemes for village 
guards which have sizeable presence 
in the eastern region.
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JD (U) secretary general KC Tyagi (centre) with the na onal party secretary Afaque Khan and Nagaland unit 
convener Senchumo Lotha while briefing the mediaperson in Kohima on January 13.
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Chief minister along with other cabinet minister at the upgrada on of Akuloto SDO (C) to ADC headquarters 
on January 13.

JD (U) to contest in the ensuing elections Akuluto SDO (C) upgrades to ADC HQ

Naga Hoho urges GoI to defer elections

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
Secretary general of  Janata 
Dal (United), KC Tyagi, on 
Saturday announced that 
the party would be par-
ticipating in the forthcom-
ing state assembly election 
scheduled to be held in less 
than three months’ time 
from now.

Addressing a news 
conference following a 
consultative meeting with 
the new team of  JD (U) 
Nagaland unit at a hotel 
in Kohima on Januaey 
13, Tyagi said the party 
is aware that some or-
ganisations have voiced 
their desire for solution 
to the Naga political is-
sue before the 2018 elec-
tion. While stating the 
party was of  the opinion 
that “the miseries” of  the 
Naga people and the com-
mitment made to them 
must come into existence 
for the honour of  the Na-
gas and the JD (U) would 
pursue for the same, he 
said the holding of  elec-
tions is a constitutional 
obligation. “Therefore, 
hopefully, in the last week 
of  February or in the first 
week of  March, the elec-
tions will be held and we 
will participate to our 
strength,” Tyagi said. 

He also informed that 
the party was reviewing its 
current coalition with the 
Democratic Alliance of  
Nagaland. “We have not 
yet decided yet to be part 
of  any coalition in the fu-
ture in Nagaland. We have 
advised and given this task 
to the state convener, who 
along with the other senior 
party leaders will decide 
the future course of  ac-
tion,” he stated. 

Although the party 
was not pulling out of  the 
DAN, he said they were 
assessing the situation as 
things were ‘not normal’ 
in the front adding that 
decision would be made 
based on local conven-
ience in consultation with 
the central leadership, and 
at an appropriate time.

He also stated that if  
the election is announced, 
then the party’s national 
president who is also the 
chief  minister of  Bihar, Ni-
tish Kumar, will be coming 
to Nagaland to campaign.

Stating that the JD 
(U) is deeply rooted to the 
Janata Party which was 
founded by late Jayapra-
kash Narayan, whom he 
attributed of  as the “only 
one leader in the coun-
try,” who had highlighted, 
advocated and fought for 
the cause of  the Naga 
people, their miseries, for 
their autonomy and sov-
ereignty, he said JD(U) is 
concerned with Narayan’s 

legacy for the uplift of  the 
Naga people. 

Tyagi also expressed 
concern that while ‘suffi-
cient fund’ was granted by 
the central government to 
the successive governments 
of  Nagaland, he said the 
progress and development 
on ground were not upto 
the expectation. He alleged 
that that there was a politi-
cal and economic instabil-
ity in the state. 

“The Centre is send-
ing all kinds of  assistance 
from time to time, but the 
schemes and the funds al-
locations are not being 
utilized by the state gov-
ernment and development 
is the first casualty,” he al-
leged, and assured to bring 
out soon the details of  the 
assistance to Nagaland 
for employment, infra-
structure, subsidy amount 
etc. and how popular pro-
people schemes were not 
implemented here. He 
also pointed fingers that 
the amount which comes 

from Delhi get stopped at 
Kolkata. He did not elabo-
rate further though. 

When questioned why 
central or national leaders 
visit the state only during 
the time of  election, Tyagi 
vehemently asserted that 
JD (U) party leaders had 
visited the state as well as 
Manipur and Assam at 
other times as well. 

Supplementing to this, 
recently appointed JD (U) 
Nagaland unit convenor, 
Senchumo (NSN) Lotha 
said this visit of  the party’s 
central team was to have a 
meeting with the new team 
of the party in thee state. 
An election team will come 
later, he added.

It was also learnt that 
Lotha was spearheading a 
dharna in Delhi to be held 
in the last week of  Jan. or 
the first week of  Feb. to 
highlight the issues of  the 
Naga people. 

When pointed out 
that JD (U) had been a 
DAN partner and it had 

Born on: 16.10.1957
Died on: 10.01.2018

e the family and kins of 
LATE NEIMHALIE METHA 
would like to o�er our 

sincere thanks to all the people who 
showered great kindness and support 
during His illness and in the time since 
he left us on 10th of January 2018. 
We would like to give our special 
thanks to the team of CIHSR, Diphupar 
for the good medical care of Late 
Neimhalie Metha. We are truely 
indebted to your e�cient e�orts. 
Sincere thanks are owed to Chiechama 
Youth Organisation for undertaking 
their role as Pall-Bearer and Pastor 
Khriesaneisa Dzieyie of Chiechama 
Basa Baptist Church for leading a 
beautiful service. 
And also keeping in view the altruistic 
contribution and comfort from various 
organisation and individuals, we the 
bereaved family and kins would like to 
express our deepest thanks to: 

1. GPRN/NSCN.
2. Diphupar Village Council.
3. Diphupar Angami Community.
4. Diphupar Youth Organisation.
5. Chiechama Village Council.
6. Chiechama Kuda Union.
7. Metha Thinuo Dimapur. 
8. Shri. Neiphiu Rio, MP, Lok Sabha. 
9. Mr. Visasolie Lhoungu, President, 

BJP Nagaland. 
10. Mr. Teisovise Metha Principal 

NPTS Chumukedima.
11. Mr. Kughalu Mulatonu Convenor 

NPAC GPRN/NSCN. 
12. All the Churches of Diphupar 

Village. 
13. Neighbours relatives and friends.

We regret our inability to mention 
each and every individuals who 
were with us till the last. But we are thankful and pray that the Almighty 
God in return richly bless all abundantly for all your kind deeds. We are 
indebted to your services rendered. 

Loving Wife, Son, Daughters,  
Grand-Son and Relatives
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not raised any Naga is-
sues for the last five years, 
Lotha subtly sidetracked 
saying that if  election was 
announced before the pro-
posed dharna, then the lat-
ter would be kept in abey-
ance for some time, but 
if  election does not take 
place, the dharna will defi-
nitely be staged. 

“We have decided to 
have the JD (U) revived 
in such a way that we give 
Nagaland a central party 
with a difference,” Lotha 
stated, and went on to as-
sure stability of  the party. 
He maintained that the 
party wanted to register 
more members in the as-
sembly and it look forward 
to not just the 2018 elec-
tion, but that the party’s vi-
sion is ‘2023 and beyond’.

On whether the party 
would be contesting in 
all the 60 constituencies, 
he said the local response 
would be the judgment. 
When queried if  any of  the 
sitting MLAs contacted the 
party seeking party tickets 
for the forthcoming elec-
tion, he replied in affirma-
tive but refused to divulge 
further.

JD (U) national secre-
tary Afaque A Khan, YM 
Humtsoe, the proposed 
chairman for JD (U) Naga-
land campaign committee 
, and Manipur state unit 
convener were also present 
at the meeting.

According to Tyagi, 
this was the first party 
workers conference being 
held in Kohima after Nit-
ish Kumar took over as 
the president of  the party. 
“The meeting was beyond 
our expectations and we 
are very happy with the 
outcome,” he stated.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
After a long wait for over 43 
years, Akuluto SDO (Civil) 
has been upgrade to ADC 
headquarters on January 
13. The inauguration pro-
gramme was held at Akulu-
to town with the state chief  
minister, TR Zeliang, as the 
chief guest. The inaugura-
tion has marked the fulfil-
ment of a long cherished 
dream of the people of  
Akuluto area in particular 
and Zunheboto district in 
general.

Akuluto received its ad-
ministrative status of SDO 
(C) in 1974 while VK was 
accorded status of EAC 
HQ in 1980.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief minister has 
termed the day a ‘red let-
ter day’ for the people of  
Akuluto and VK area. He 
believed that the region has 
potentiality of becoming an 
educational hub in the near 
future due to the presence of  
Nagaland University cam-
pus at Lumami and its close 
proximity with Atoizu Poly-
technic and educational in-
stitutions in Mokokchung.

He added that setting 
up of a Block Institute of  
Education and Training 
(BIET) Centre is also under 
progress located at Akuluto 
Constituency.

Highlighting that ma-
jor National Highways 
touched Zunheboto district, 
Zeliang said that work for 
Kohima-Wokha – VK – 
Mokokchung – Tuli - Am-
guri road measuring 240 
kms named as NH-2 has 
started while sanction has 
been accorded for Mokok-
chung – Akuluto – Zunhe-
boto – Phek - Meluri road 
measuring 226 kms and 
named NH-702 A.

Also making references 
of other new roads under 
Akuluto and VK jurisdic-
tion like Doyang - Izheto 
road under VK range and 
Sema Setsü - Dzulhami 
road under Akuluto juris-
diction, Zeliang stated that 
building more sustainable 
roads would be a priority.

Zeliang has also laud-
ed the efforts of Hokishe 
Sema, former chief minister 
and Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh who hailed from 
Sutemi village and the 
former deputy chief min-
ister IK Sema who hailed 
from Lumami village, who 
were instrumental in shap-
ing the present day Akuluto 
constituency.

Mention may be made 
here that, Akuluto town 
was founded in the year 
1917 with the establishment 
of Government Lower Pri-

mary School which was 
upgraded to Government 
Upper Primary School in 
the year 1934. In the year 
1953, with joint efforts of  
Akuluto, VK Government 
Middle School was opened 
at Akuluto. Subsequently, 
in the year 1953, Akuluto 
was designated as an ad-
ministrative circle – that 
included Akuluto area and 
VK - headed by a circle of-
ficer. VK administrative 
unit was headed by area su-
perintendents who assisted 
the circle officer at Akuluto. 

In 1968, administra-
tive status of Akuluto was 
upgraded to that of EAC 
which was later upgraded 
to that of SDO (Civil) in 
1974. VK was also subse-
quently upgraded to the sta-
tus of EAC in 1980. Thus 
Akuluto subdivision is one 
of the oldest administrative 
centres in the State.

Other dignitaries who 
spoke on the occasion in-
cluded G Kaito Aye, min-
ister of Road and Bridges; 
Khekaho Assumi, parlia-
mentary secretary of YRS 
and MTF; Yehokhu Cho-
phy, president of Akuluto 
area GBs’ Association; 
Hotovi Chishi, chairman of  
Akuluto Town GBs Coun-
cil; and Vihoshe Murru, vice 
president of Sumi Hoho.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
While joining the chorus 
to defer the ensuing gen-
eral elections, Naga Hoho 
(NH) stated that Govern-
ment of  India (GoI) should 
understand that it was ex-
tending helping hands for 
solving the decades old In-
do-Naga political problem 
and not asking for favour 
from them.

A joint press release 
from the Naga Hoho as-
sembly speaker K Elu 
Ndang and the general sec-
retary Mutsikhoyo Yhobu 
reiterated that it has been 
repeatedly seeking the 

attention of  the Govern-
ment of  India to sincerely 
consider the general wish-
es of  the Naga people with 
ardent request to initiate 
meaningful dialogue with 
all the stakeholders for 
lasting solution of  Indo-
Naga political problem at 
the earliest and defer the 
scheduled election in the 
state. 

Naga Hoho had also 
requested the Prime Min-
ister and President of  India 
including the interlocutor 
and the Election Commis-
sion of  India to bring early 
solution instead of  holding 

election.
It stressed that the vari-

ous statements from Naga 
civil societies, tribe hohos 
and the wishes of  the Naga 
people for political solution 
and not election should not 
be ignored by the Govern-
ment of  India. 

As the voice of  the peo-
ple is supreme in a demo-
cratic set up, the Naga 
Hoho has appeal to the 
Naga people from different 
walks of  life to gear up and 
defend the inherent rights 
of  the Naga people and not 
to allow holding of  election 
in the land. 
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Aizawl, Jan. 13 (PTI): Mi-
zoram Chief  Minister Lal 
Thanhawla today said his 
government had sought the 
Centre’s help in providing 
relief  to the 1,440 Myan-
marese nationals who had 
taken shelter in the north-
eastern state.

The Myanmarese people 
had crossed over to Mizo-
ram in November last year, 
following clashes between 
the Myanmar Army and the 
Arakan Army (AA) mili-
tants in the Chin state of that 
country.

Thanhawla said he had 
appealed to the Centre to 
provide assistance to the 
refugees, staying in three 
relief camps in southern Mi-
zoram’s Lawngtlai district 
since November 25.

He added that his gov-
ernment was making ef-
forts to ensure that all the 
refugees returned to My-
anmar.

Officials, however, said 
the Myanmarese nationals 
were refusing to return to 
their respective villages even 
after the Myanmar Army 
declared that peace was re-
stored and all the AA rebels 
were flushed out of  their 
camps.

While some of  them 
were afraid of  going back 
apprehending that a vio-
lent confrontation might 
erupt anytime between the 
government forces and mili-
tants, many preferred to set-
tle down in Mizoram, they 
added.

The refugees, mostly 

Buddhists and Christians, 
were residents of  Paletwa 
and surrounding villages in 
Myanmar.

After  f lee ing  f rom 
home, they took shelter 
in Lawngtlai district’s 
Laitlang, Zochachhuah, 
Hmangbuchhuah and 
Dumzautlang villages.

After stray bullets from 
Myanmar hit a house in 
Laitlang just ahead of  
Christmas, the refugees stay-
ing there were shifted to the 
other three villages, an of-
ficial said. 

All the refugees would 
be repatriated, officials in the 
Lawngtlai district adminis-
tration said, adding that they 
did not want to use force 
on them on humanitarian 
grounds.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Jan. 13 (EMN): Kwatha, a 
small remote village in the hilly terrain 
in Manipur’s Tengnoupal district bor-
dering Myanmar has been adopted to 
be a model village under the Saansad 
Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY).

Member of  the Rajya Sabha K 
Bhabananda Singh made an announce-
ment in this regard during a ceremony 
at Kwatha village, about 95km south of  
Imphal on Jan. 12 Fri.   

The function was organised by the 
district administration and the district 
rural development agency of  Teng-
noupal district.   

Addressing the gathering, Bhaba-
nanda Singh said that ‘If one village is 
not developed the whole nation cannot 
be developed.’ All those given in the 
guidelines cannot be implemented in 
every village since there are topographi-
cal differences of the region.

Citing the reason for  adopting  
Kwatha village as model village, he 
said ‘It is one of  the most backward 
villages in the state with a small popu-
lation.’ If  the scheme is to be fully im-
plemented there needs to be a balance 
between the  population and the infra-
structures which are to be provided, he 
said, and that way, migration to other 

villages can be checked. Support and 
participation of the locals are needed 
for implementation of  the scheme, 
the MP said. He stressed on the im-
portance of  training the locals about 
healthcare because basic healthcare 
seems to be lacking in the village. He 
said that to bring any kind  of develop-
ment, peace was ‘necessary.’ 

The Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 
aims to empower villages. The scheme 

aims to pave ways for development 
through community involvement and 
entrepreneurial skills.

The scheme also envisages inte-
grated development of the rural villages 
across multiple areas such as, sanita-
tion, environment, education, health, 
agriculture, livelihood, etc. to improve 
standard of living, enriched social capi-
tal and build community spirit that will 
ensure long term positive change.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Jan. 13 (EMN): Health 
and Family Welfare Minister L 
Jayantakumar Singh has inaugurated 
a primary health centre (PHC) at 
Bendramai on Jan 12 Fri. 

The PHC is located about 60 kms 
from Tadubi of Senapati district. 

The minister also dedicated a 
foundation stone for the construction 
of Chakha primary health sub-centre 
bordering Nagaland state.

Speaking as chief  guest at the 
function Jayantakumar Singh 
said that the Bendramai health 

centre ‘now belongs to the villagers 
residing in and around the village.’ 
He assured the villagers about 
providing the required infrastructure 
to make the hospital operational 
on  a 24/7 basis. In this regard 
he sought the cooperation of  the 
villagers. 

S ingh  a s se r t ed  tha t  the 
government had been continuously 
introducing welfare schemes for 
the poor in the country and the 
state. Schemes for free treatment 
and necessary laboratory tests 
for BPL patient will be officially 

launched by the government on 
Jan. 21. Cards will be distributed 
to the eligible beneficiaries for 
the scheme, he said. He informed 
that a new ambulance will be 
distributed to the hill districts on 
the occasion. 

Also, Tribal Affairs and Hills & 
Fisheries Minister N Kayisii said 
that the doctors and staff  of  the 
health center ‘need to work with 
dedication’ so that the people of  
the area ‘can extend their sincerity 
and cooperation.’ They should not 
feel ‘insecure’ but must feel proud 

to serve the people in the remotest 
places, he added.

Attending the function as 
guest of  honour, the director of  
Health Services & SMD/(NHM) 
of  Manipur Dr. K Rajo Singh 
appealed to the people of the place 
to cooperate with the government in 
such initiatives. He said that it was 
the responsibility of the villagers to 
take care of the newly-inaugurated 
public health center.

Walking sticks and wheelchairs 
were distributed to the needy as a 
part of the function.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Jan. 12 (EMN): 
One should be very careful 
when travelling along the 
National Highway-36 be-
tween Manja to Lahorijan 
because of  its dilapidated 
condition.

The interstate border of  
Karbi Anglong and Naga-
land which seems to have 
worsened over the years are 
now filled with potholes.  
The road is said to be the 
main lifeline for Nagaland 
and Manipur states. It was 
learnt that for many years 
no repair works were un-
dertaken by the highway 
authorities. 

A travel agency in Diphu 
informed this Eastern Mir-
ror correspondent that none 
of  the private bus owners 

were willing to run their 
buses from Diphu to Di-
mapur because of the dusty 
and potholed roads. There 
are few buses running from 
Manja to Dimapur. 

Earlier, it took approxi-
mately one and a half hour 
to reach Dimapur. Pres-
ently the journey seems to 
take more than two hours 
to reach the destination. 
The distance is just 62 kms 
from Diphu to Dimapur, the 
agency added.

Various social organisa-
tions from Karbi Anglong 
including the Karbi Students 
Association (KSA) in the re-
cent past have protested the 
dilapidated condition of the 
national highways. It was 
in the month of Sept. 2017 
when the KSA submitted a 

memorandum to the minis-
ter for Roads Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkhari 
and Assam’s minister of  
Transport Mohan Chandra 
Patowary concerning the 
issue.

KSA’s President Simion 
Rongphar told the Eastern 
Mirror that the organisation 
will soon launch agitations 
to protest the failure of the 
authorities (in addressing 
the matter). He blamed the 
local authorities for the ‘face-
washed’ road during the 
recent visit of  governor of  
Assam Prof. Jagdish Mukhi 
to Karbi Anglong district. 

During his visit the roads 
were repaired only for the 
time being in order to ‘hide 
their real faces,’ Rongphar 
alleged. 

Shillong, Jan. 13 (PTI): A 
large number of  women in 
Meghalaya have received Rs 
5000 as seed money under the 
Women s economic empower-
ment through financial inclu-
sion scheme, a senior official 
of  Community and Rural De-
velopment department (CnRD) 
said today.

The scheme was launched by 

Chief  Minister Mukul Sangma 
earlier this month targeting to 
benefit about four lakh women-
headed families.

Following the launch, thou-
sands of  eligible beneficiaries 
were given the Rs 5000 cheque 
countersigned by the Block De-
velopment Officers, the senior 
CnRD official told PTI.

Meanwhile, National Peo-

ple’s Party (NPP) spokesperson 
James K Sangma lauded the 
scheme which aims to empower 
women but he questioned its 
timing and the finance part of  
the scheme.

“Why did the government 
waste five years to take the pro-
gramme out? I have also learnt 
that the government is under se-
vere financial crisis but it is at the 

same time distributing freebies 
in the form of  money,” James 
told PTI.

State BJP president Shibun 
Lyngdoh also expressed similar 
views.

“You are aware they (govern-
ment) have not done anything in 
the period they ruled the state for 
15 years. ...

Our voters are smart and you 

cannot fool them all the time,” 
he said.

Four months ago, Independ-
ent legislator Saleng A Sangma 
had petitioned the Governor 
about the scheme alleging it 
was more of  a burden than an 
empowerment for women folks.

“What is happening is that 
MGNREGS wages deposited in 
the bank accounts of the women 

folks are being deducted to repay 
the loans which they have never 
taken,” Saleng alleged.

Defending his decision to roll 
out the scheme which aimed at 
financially empowering women, 
the chief minister has said, “The 
mandate for the government is 
for five years.

Constitutionally and legally, 
the government is bound to work 

and every hour and every minute 
counts.” 

Denying that it is a politi-
cal gimmick, he said the state 
government has also undertaken 
large-scale social mobilisation 
to make potential beneficiar-
ies aware of  the schemes for a 
very long time and BDOs are 
working on who should be the 
beneficiaries.

Dimapur, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
The 29th Assam Rifles 
of  the Inspector General 
Assam Rifles (south) are 
said to have save two persons 
in the remote areas of Joupi 
on Jan. 9. 

A press release from the 
IGAR mentioned that at 
around 7:00 pm one ‘Kunda 
Gaadi’ toppled into a drain 
at Joupi village in Chandel 
district grievously injuring 
Gangin Beite, aged 21 years; 
and Anthony Jangthang, 
aged 29 years. 

These individuals were 
immediately rushed to the 
unit’s hospital, the updates 
informed.  The unit’s 
medical team provided 
life saving treatment to the 
individuals and referred 
them to Imphal for further 
treatment, the press release 
added.

EM Images
The dusty and potholed NH-36.

PTI
Villagers take part in a community fishing event during Bhogali Bihu celebra ons at Goroimari Lake in Panbari, some 50 km from Guwaha , on Saturday. Bhogali Bihu is a harvest fes val 
celebrated in India’s northeastern Assam state.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1703SUD0KU 1543
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1702

ACROSS
1. Competent
5. Mo onless
10. Arid
14. Den
15. Leg bone
16. Burden
17. Falsehood
19. Midmonth date
20. Citrus drink
21. Excrete
22. Wear away
23. Schemes
25. Aqua c mammal
27. Calypso offshoot
28. Principles
31. Works as a street musician
34. A low evergreen shrub
35. Hasten
36. The products of human crea vity
37. Passageway
38. Printer’s unit
39. 52 in Roman numerals
40. Breaks
41. Blockheads
42. Searches
44. One of the tribes of Israel
45. Zest
46. Mo on of hands
50. Sprite
52. Li
54. Not bo om
55. Lascivious look
56. Silver-grey wingless insect
58. Constella on bear
59. Cowboy movie
60. Hodgepodge
61. The two together
62. Sound of contempt
63. Curve 

DOWN
1. Assumed name
2. Hash out

3. Inhabits
4. Historic period
5. A symbol of disgrace
6. High, low and neap
7. Nile bird
8. Coasts
9. Nonclerical
10. Evening event
11. Neurochemical
12. Regre ed
13. Being 
18. Scallions

22. Carve in stone
24. Sounds of disapproval
26. French for “Head”
28. Vermin
29. Clock sound
30. Oceans
31. Emollient
32. Murres
33. Most frugal
34. Historiographer
37. Parental sister
38. Kick 

40. Not idle
41. Op cal maser
43. Yay!
44. Abandon
46. Donor
47. Prac cal
48. Kino gum
49. Ancient Hebrew vestment
50. Bungle
51. Rela ng to aircra
53. Countertenor
56. Mayday
57. Watch chain

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1542

Mizoram CM seeks Centre’s help 
for relief to Myanmarese refugees 

Manipur MP adopts Kwatha to be ‘model village’

NH-36: Manipur, Nagaland’s lifeline 
in Diphu in deplorable condition 

Assam 



DECLARATION
We the undersigned members of Mokokchung 
District Division and 27th AC Town Constituency, 
BJP have resigned from the active and primary 
membership and joined the National People’s Party 
(NPP) under the dynamic and able leadership of 
NPP National President, Shri. Conrad K Sangma, MP 
Lok Sabha, and Shri. Ato Yepthomi, President, NPP 
Nagaland State.

Sl. 
No Name Former Designation 

Mokokchung District

1 I. Bendang 
Jamir Vice President

2 T.Amenla 
Imchen Vice President (Mahila)

3 Matsungtula Secretary

4 L.Jonathan S.T. President

5 Temjentoshi District Executive

6 Temsumeren Executive Member

7 Alemtula Executive Member (Mahila)

8 Tiakum Youth Vice President

9 Rosang Youth Joint Secretary

Sl. 
No Name Former Designation 27th 

AC Town Constituency

1 Temsunaro 
(Mahila) General Secretary AC

2 Benjongsangla 
(Mahila) Executive member

3 Alila (Mahila) Executive member

4 Arenla Pongen 
(Mahila) Executive member

5 Onentsungla 
(Mahila) Executive member

6 Tiakala 
(Mahila) Executive member

7 Temjentoshi 
(Parent) District Executive member

8 Tsuknungmar 
(Mandal) Vice President

9 Tiakumzuk President 27th MKG

10 Kilentemsu Vice President  27th MKG

11 Temjensuba Executive Member 27th MKG

12 Ayutemjen Executive Member 27th MKG

13 Temsumoa Executive Member 27th MKG

14 Kilenkala Executive Member 27th MKG

Sd/-
I Bendang Jamir

On behalf of all the above
DP-294

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in

No. ELE/IT-14/2017/ :      Dated Kohima, the 13th January 2018.
CONTACT CENTRE AND ELECTION CONTROL ROOM

Integrating with the National Grievances Service 
introduced by the Election Commission of India, the State 
Election Department has set up a Contact Centre with 1950 
as Toll Free number. Citizens can dial the Toll Free number for 
any query or complaint. 

To reach the Contact Centre from within Nagaland, 
dial Toll Free 1950 and from outside the State, dial Toll 
Free 0370-1950. 

Online queries or complaints can be lodged through the 
National Grievances Service Portal by accessing www.eci.
nic.in or www.ceonagaland.nic.in.  

Control rooms have also been set up in each District for 
the forthcoming State Assembly Election, 2018. The Contact 
numbers are given below.

District Control Room Number

Dimapur 9402041695

Peren 9485282730

Kohima 8794983213

Pughoboto 8413946105

Phek 8837489912

Mokokchung 8787831651

Zunheboto 9615315612/ 8575348478

Wokha 9402482495/ 7005452576

Mon 8730067484/ 9612014688

Longleng 7005743163/ 9862738181

Tuensang 9612592810/ 8974040350

Kiphire 8730016341 

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS,
Chief Electoral O�cer, 

Nagaland, Kohima.KG-2256

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
SCHOOL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

ED/EST-1/ADVT/2015   ::                           Dated: Kohima, the 12th January,2018

ADVERTISEMENT
In pursuance of the Government approval NO.NL/SE-2/2017 dated 13/12/2017, applications are invited from trained interested 
eligible indigenous candidates for �lling up the following 68 LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant Posts (District: PB-1-5200-20200, 
GP-1900),10 LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant Posts (Directorate: PB-1-5200-20200, GP-2000) and 1 post of Stenographer 
(Directorate: PB-1-5200-20200, GP-2600) under the School Education Department in the manner prescribed below:

Sl.No District Tribe No. of Posts Requisite quali�cation

1. Kohima Angami/Rengma 4 For LDA Cum-Computer 
Assistant: Bachelor 
Degree in any subject from 
Recognized University 
with Diploma in Computer 
application (Atleast 6 (six) 
month’s course) relaxable 
for BT as per the existing 
norms.

For Stenographer:
Cl-xii and above from 
recognized University or 
Board with diploma in 
stenography with short 
hand speed of 80 w.p.m & 
30 w.p.m in typing.

Age as on 12.1.2018
Minimum-21years      
Maximum- 30 years

2. Zunheboto Sumi 9

3. Peren Zeliang/Kuki 6

4. Mon Konyak 9

5. Wokha Lotha 6

6. Tuensang Chang/Khiamniungan/Yimchunger/
Sangtam 6

7. Kiphire Sangtam/Yimchunger/Kiphire Sumi 9

8. Phek Chakhesang/Pochury 4

9. Longleng Phom 3

10. Mokokchung Ao 4

11. Dimapur General 8

12. Directorate General/BT 8+2=10

Total No. of Post 78 

13 Directorate Stenographer - General 1

NOTE:
1. Sl.No 12, Of the 10 (Ten) posts of LDA-Cum-Computer Assistant (Directorate) 1 post is reserved for BT Sangtam and 

1 post for BT Khiamniungan (Textbook Section).
2. Details and the terms and conditions of the Advertisement will be noti�ed shortly through Department of School 

Education Website and notice board.
3. The pattern for the examination will be as: 

For LDA-Cum Computer Assistant (District and Directorate)

For Stenographer (Directorate) 

4. Only online application shall be accepted. For submission of online application & date of examination shall 
be noti�ed shortly through local dailies.

5. An applicant can apply for only one post either Directorate or any one of District LDA post.

(WONTHUNGO TSOPOE)
DirectorKG-2255 K-1520
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PTI

Newly appointed Infosys CEO Salil Parekh (C) with CFO Ranganath and CTO Pravin Rao (L) before a press 
conference to announce the third quarter results of the company at its headquarter in Bengaluru on Friday. 

Capital First to merge with IDFC Bank

Gold hits 7-week 
high on global cues

GST beneficial but need to rationalise expenditure — Gopinath

Parekh to build stronger 
Infosys, connect with founders
Bengaluru, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Terming the global soft-
ware major a phenomenal 
company started by people 
with a great vision, newly-
appointed Chief Executive 
Salil Parkeh on Friday ex-
uded confidence in building 
a stronger Infosys.

“This is a phenomenal 
company, started by people 
with a great vision, which I 
think is going to last a long 
time. My hope is to be con-
nected with its founders and 
build a stronger Infosys,” 
Parekh told reporters in his 
maiden interaction with the 
media here.

AParekh, 53, is the sec-
ond non-promoter execu-
tive to lead the $10 billion 
iconic firm after its first 
non-founder CEO Vishal 
Sikka resigned in August 
over governance issues with 
its promoters, especially N.R 
Narayana Murthy last year.

A”I always had respect 
for Infosys for a number of 
years. When I had the op-
portunity to take this role, 
it was very exciting. Infosys 
has a strong foundation of 
business. I hope to make it 
stronger with the team.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (PTI) : 
Rising for the third straight 
day, gold prices jumped by 
Rs 100 to trade at a seven-
week high of Rs 30,750 per 
10 grams at the bullion 
market on Saturday amid 
a firm trend overseas and 
local buying push.

Silver too gained Rs 100 
to Rs 39,900 per kg, backed 
by increased offtake by 
industrial units and coin 
makers.

Apart from positive 
global cues, buoyed by a 
slump in the dollar, sus-
tained buying by local jew-
ellers at the domestic spot 
market kept gold prices 
elevated, bullion traders 
said.

Globally, gold rose 1.17 
per cent to USD 1,337.40 
an ounce and silver spurt-
ed 1.44 pr cent to USD 
17.21 an ounce in New 
York on Friday’s trade.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent purity 
advanced by Rs 100 each 
to Rs 30,750 and Rs 30,600 
per 10 grams, respectively 
-- levels last seen on No-
vember 18. The precious 
metal had gained Rs 175 in 
last two days.

Sovereign, however, 
remained flat at Rs 24,700 
per piece of eight grams.

In similar fashion, sil-
ver ready strengthened by 
Rs 100 to Rs 39,900 per kg 
and weekly-based delivery 
rose Rs 40 to Rs 39,120 
per kg.

Silver coins too spurted 
by Rs 1,000 to Rs 74,000 for 
buying and Rs 75,000 for 
selling of 100 pieces.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 
13 (PTI): The Goods and 
Services Tax is beneficial to 
Kerala and though revenues 
in the new tax regime are 
expected to go up in the 
next six months, there is 
still a need to rationalise 
expenditure, economist Gita 
Gopinath said today.

“The expectation is rev-
enues from GST will go up 
after six months. There is a 
considered expectation that 
when GST becomes normal-
ised, the state will get more 
revenue,” said Gopinath, 
the Harvard Professor and 
Financial Adviser to Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan. Since Kerala is a con-
sumption-driven economy, 
GST is particularly beneficial 
for the state, Gopinath told 
reporters on the sidelines of 
the ‘Loka Kerala Sabha’ here. 
So more revenues should be 
got, she said.

“But on the other hand, 
we will also have to make 
sure that expenses are kept 
in check. This is not just 
about getting more revenue, 
but you have to be careful 
about how expenditure is 
growing.” 

The expectation is over 
a year or two this deficit will 
come down, she said.

“After six months, our 

Mumbai, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
NBFC firm Capital First 
will merge with IDFC Bank, 
subject to subject to regu-
latory and shareholder ap-
provals.

An official announce-
ment made on Saturday 
said that Boards of Direc-
tors of the two companies 
at their respective meet-
ings approved a merger 
of Capital First with IDFC 
Bank.

“Pursuant to the merger 
which is subject to regula-
tory and shareholder ap-
provals, IDFC Bank will 
issue 139 shares for every 
10 shares of Capital First,” 
IDFC Bank said in a state-
ment.

“This announcement 
is pursuant to IDFC Bank’s 
stated strategy of  “re-
tailising” its business to 
complete their transfor-
mation from a dedicated 
infrastructure financier to 
a well-diversified universal 
bank, and in line with Capi-
tal First’s stated intention 
and strategy to convert to a 
universal bank.”

According to the bank’s 
statement, Capital First 
“brings with it a retail lend-
ing franchise with a loan 
book of Rs 22,974 crore 
(September 2017), a live 
customer base of three 
million customers; and a 
distribution network in 

228 locations across the 
country growing at a five-
year CAGR of 27 per cent 
on AUM and 40 per cent in 
profits, with gross and net 
NPA at 1.63 per cent and 1 
per cent respectively”.

Post-merger, the com-
bined entity of IDFC Bank 
and Capital First will have 
an AUM (assets under 
management) of Rs 88,000 
crore; PAT (profit after tax) 
of Rs 1,268 crore (FY 17); 
and a distribution network 
comprising 194 branches 
(as per branch count of 

December 2017 of both 
entities), 353 dedicated 
BC outlets and over 9,100 
micro ATM points, serv-
ing more than five mil-
lion customers across the 
country.

The statement added 
that V. Vaidyanathan, who 
is currently the Chairman 
and MD of Capital First, 
will succeed Rajiv Lall as 
MD and CEO of the com-
bined entity upon com-
pletion of the merger and 
necessary regulatory ap-
provals.

“My interactions with 
Nandan (Nilekani) and 
the Board have given me 
enough confidence to build 
a stronger company,” he 
said. Co-founder Nilekani, 
62, rejoined Infosys in Au-
gust as Chairman at the re-
quest of the previous Board, 
as the company faced dis-
ruptions at the management 
level last year.

Parekh, a former execu-
tive board member of the 
Paris-based IT firm Capge-
meni, said that going ahead 
digital would be a critical 
element of the company’s 
business.

“I am in the process 
of reviewing our portfolio, 
which will take a few weeks. 
Any technology found work-
ing for the clients will be 

continued. As we are more a 
horizontal platform, we are 
trying to build a vertical inte-
grated platform,” he said.

Clarifying that the com-
pany had no plans to reduce 
headcount, Parekh said the 
focus would be on reskilling 
the employees.

“Interactions with cli-
ents, partners and employ-
ees are the action plan for 

the next few months,” he 
pointed out.

Noting that it was im-
portant to have a strong 
consulting business, Parekh 
said it would be an advan-
tage in the market.

“Our focus is to look at 
a definitive closing for the 
year. When we get a look at 
our closing for the year, we 
will have a vision for the 
next fiscal,” he said. De-
lighted over Parkeh joining 
the company, Nilekani said 
the new CEO got the ground 
running within two weeks of 
taking over the reins.

“Not even two weeks 
since Parekh joined and he’s 
already got the ground run-
ning,” Nilekani told report-
ers in the sprawling green 
campus.

Announcing that Board 
member Rajesh Murthy 
had resigned for personal 
reasons after being with the 
company over 26 years, the 
co-founder said the former 
had from the front and mo-
tivated all.

“I had the privilege of 
hiring Murthy in 1991. He 
led from the front and moti-
vated us,” recalled Nilekani.

expectation is revenue from 
GST will go up. But, still there 
will be need to rationalise 
expenditure,” Gopinath said 
and added that will have to 
be the plan for the coming 

years.
Loka Kerala Sabha is a 

new concept of the state 
government envisaging co-
operation toward the state’s 
progress.

The sabha will have 351 
members including MLAs 
and MPs representing the 
state with 178 nominated 
members representing Ker-
ala expatriates.
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PATH
“Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so” is the message of one of Christian music’s 

most enduring songs, particularly for children. Written by Anna B. Warner in the 1800s, this lyric 
tenderly affirms our relationship with Him—we are loved.
Someone gave my wife a plaque for our home that gives these words a fresh twist by flipping 

that simple idea. It reads, “Jesus knows me, this I love.” This provides a different perspective on our 
relationship with Him—we are known.

In ancient Israel, loving and knowing the sheep distinguished a true shepherd from a hired hand. 
The shepherd spent so much time with his sheep that he developed an abiding care for and a deep 
knowledge of his lambs. Little wonder then that Jesus tells His own, “I am the good shepherd; I 
know my sheep and my sheep know me. . . . My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me” (John 10:14, 27).

He knows us and He loves us! We can trust Jesus’s purposes for us and rest in the promise of 
His care because His Father “knows what [we] need before [we] ask him” (Matthew 6:8). As you 
deal with the ups and downs of life today, be at rest. You are known and loved by the Shepherd of 
your heart.

Dear Lord, thank You for how You tenderly love and care for me.  
Help me to trust You in all areas of my life.

Knowing and Loving
BIBLE READ:  JOHN 10:7–16
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me.        
~ John 10:27

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Simon Commission Memorandum Revisited

Be a Builder of a New World

Compared to today’s confused Nagas, 
the drafters of  the memorandum to 
the Simon Commission seems to 

be a more educated lot. Unlike so many 
educated Nagas of  today, the drafters of  the 
memorandum had no confusions as to who 
they were in their national and geographical 
identities. After narrating our history and 
geography as a distinct people, they ended 
by stating:

“If  the British Government however, 
want to throw us away, we pray that we 
should not be thrust to the mercy of  the 
people who could never have conquered 
us themselves and to whom we were never 
subjected; but to leave us alone to determine 
ourselves as in ancient times.”

The wordings of  the memorandum were 
never an imagined document or a fairy tale 
about a people who had existed as ghosts 
in some unknown territory. Yet today’s Na-
gas are talking about a “Naga people with-

out borders!” What country is there in this 
world without borders? At the time of  the 
memorandum’s submission, there was no 
Assam state or Manipur state or Arunachal 
state. Neither were the Naga territories in 
Assam and Manipur called “Assam hills 
district” or “Manipur hills district.” On the 
contrary, both the Naga territories in As-
sam and Manipur were called Naga Hills 
Districts with a different administrative sys-
tem. The British administered us separately 
because they knew we were neither Ahoms 
nor Meiteis. On the part of  the drafters of  
the memorandum, mention was also made 
of:

“the state of  intermittent warfare with 
the Assamese of  Assam valley to the north 
and west of  our country and Manipuris to 
the south.” It went on to say,” They never 
conquered us nor were we ever subjected to 
their rule. On the other hand, we were al-
ways a terror to these people.”

But now with the backing of  India and 
a now defunct British legacy, some leaders 
of  these two neighbours are threatening us 
with words and slogans like “Not an inch 
of  Manipuri territory (or Assam) will be 
surrendered to Nagaland.” The political 
and geographical question therefore is: Can 
these neighbour leaders, show us a single 
historical document to the effect that the 
present mountainous areas inhabited by 
Nagas in their present Indian backed states 
were ever ruled by any of  their Kings with 
the acquiescence of  the Nagas prior to the 
coming of  the British and Indians into our 
Naga lands? Or is there any document to 
show that any Ahom or Metei Kings had 
leased the present Naga inhabited lands to 
Naga forefathers in the past?

Historical records show that these two 
neighbour kingdoms also fought the British 
but were eventually subjugated by them. As 
for Nagas, only 30% of  Naga lands came 

under partial British administration. The 
rest 70% Nagas fought the British on till 
they left in 1947. In this context, we Nagas 
must be very clear of  the fact that South 
Asian history and Naga history did not be-
gin with the coming or going of  the British 
into South Asia from the 16th century to 
the mid 19th century.

Here, with all due respect to our neigh-
bour kingdoms of  Assam and Manipur, we 
Nagas have a history that stretches to two 
thousand years back and even beyond to 
the B.C. era. As for Manipur’s history as a 
Monarchy, as far as my knowledge goes, it 
began only in 33 A.D with King Pakhang-
ba, while that of  the Ahom Kingdom stated 
from 1228 with the march of  King Sukhapa 
and his people across the Patkai range of  
the then already inhabited Naga lands. (As-
sam’s history before the Ahoms, of  course 
stretches far beyond 1228 A.D.). It is also a 
historical fact that Meiteis being the young-

er brother of  the Tangkhul tribe, every 
Meitei king used to ascend the throne in the 
presence of  his elder brother- the Tankhul. 
There also exist many historical accounts of  
how Naga forefathers gave shelter to Ahom 
kings when internal rivalry for kingship re-
sulted in some Ahom Kings fleeing to the 
Naga Hills seeking refuge. Such histori-
cal and friendly neighbourly relationships 
should be maintained for all times to come.

(For further details, refer to: “The 54 
year Indo Naga War: An internal Indian 
ethnic conflict or a conflict between two 
nations?’ or “South Asian history did not 
begin with the Indian Independence Act 
of  1947.” Both the articles can be found in 
Kaka Web at nagas.sytes.net/~kaka/ under 
the caption “Articles.”) Finally, this article 
is written on the sole capacity of  a Free-
lance Journalist and not on behalf  of  any 
official government or organization.

Kaka D. Iralu

Hello 2018! Each and every-
one of  us can play a part 
in God’s plan to remake 

our world into a new, peaceful and 
a joyful one. “The wealth of  200 
richest people exceeds the com-
bined annual income of  the world’s 
2.5 billion poorest people” Ros-
itsa Zaimova SHIP2B. The planet 
is ruled by economics, aimed at 
making profits with no end, often 
without ethics and moral values. 
This has generated fierce competi-
tion at all levels, which advocates 
unlimited consumerism and mate-
rialism as the driving self-centred 
motive among many. The resultant 
vicious cycle created two vastly dif-
ferent worlds on one single planet; 
consequently, the planet that we 
share absorbed a huge quantity of  
waste and suffered destruction that 
caused climatic change and  disas-
trous environmental pollution.

“Be the change you want to see 
in the world” Mahatma Gandhi. 

We need to learn that other people 
too matter and elevate each other. 
In such a case there can be no full 
stop to what we can achieve in our 
goal of  a better world, provided we 
do not mind who gets the credit. 
You are what you think you are. 
Let go of  the past hate and failures. 
First change your thinking, you owe 
your behaviour and life to others 
but more importantly you owe it 
to yourself. The key to remake our 
world is to be true to self  and God.

God created man in His own 
image with great expectations for 
the extension of  His kingdom on 
earth. We only need to be commit-
ted to His purpose, absolute love, 
honesty, purity  and unselfishness. 
Let’s check ourselves with the at-
titude and character of  the three  
bricklayers. It was told in their 
story that on being asked what they 
were doing, the first  replied, “Lay-
ing bricks”, the second “Making 
9.30 USD an hour” and the third 

“I’m building the  world’s largest 
cathedral”. The first two brick-
layers lacked vision and purpose, 
so they will  ever remain as sim-
ply bricklayers or possibly worse. 
There was nothing in their hearts 
to  propel them forward to greater 
success. It also speaks about how 
they were not interested in their 
given assignment, except earning 
money for their bare subsistence. 
They are alive physically but dead 
spiritually.

To be a builder of  a new world 
we must be committed and interest-
ed in whatever profession - big or 
small- we are in, with utmost integ-
rity as doing for the Lord. In their 
story doubtlessly, you can wager 
every single rupee you have for 
the third bricklayer who visualized 
himself  as builder of  the largest 
cathedral. Surely he would not re-
main just as a bricklayer, for he has 
his commitment, vision and enthu-
siasm in his given work. Perhaps 

with that quality of  life, attitude, 
and approach, he could become a 
foreman, leader or even possibly 
take the whole responsibility of  the 
cathedral after its completion.

His right attitude and forward 
thinking towards his assignment 
tell a lot about himself  and his la-
tent potential for greater success, 
responsibility and accountability. 
From there he would move farther 
forward. He indeed is a builder of  
a new world rather than just build-
ing the world’s largest cathedral, 
likewise we all can contribute in 
remaking our world.

The way you react, respond 
or behave towards whatever you 
come across – good or bad, big or 
small, says a lot of  things about 
you, to everyone with whom you 
may come in contact. As far as suc-
cess in life or remaking the world 
is concerned, people are not meas-
ured in inches, pounds, university 
degrees, financial status, or family 

background. They are measured by 
the size and quality of  their think-
ing that makes all the difference. 
The lack of  vision, purpose and 
enthusiasm into our given mission 
reduces our own standing as illus-
trated in the said story. 

Let us create a culture which 
replaces greed with generosity and 
equality; savage conquest, control, 
exclusion with justice, compassion, 
integrity, faith in one another and 
God; which will ultimately allow 
forgiveness and generosity to be-
come the order of  the day and no 
one would starve because of  an-
other’s greed or suffer because of  
another’s lust or feel dejected be-
cause of  another’s hatred. Search 
for solutions, focusing on what is 
right rather than who is right.

Nature provides everyone’s 
need but not greed. This year, I 
hope we all get out of  our com-
fort zones, be alert and guard our 
hearts, live without excuses, un-

pack our dreams, expand our hori-
zons, get a new vision, stretch the 
boundary of  our faith and let faith 
blossom always. May there be con-
sistency in focusing on our goals, 
expecting great things to happen! 
If  we can visualise the possibility 
of  what our future can hold, as the 
third bricklayer did in “God’s plan” 
it can become an inspiring reality in 
our lives; and so, shall we begin to 
look within our reach and beyond, 
recognise what we have, be a new 
creature in Christ our Lord and 
live as God’s favoured, knowing 
our true identity in Christ as His 
most prized creations. Be as bold 
as a lion, do your part right to be 
a “Can Do” person from glory to 
glory as being one of  God’s people. 
Overcome all kinds of  evil - cor-
ruption, violence and hatred and 
choose to live wisely, be an inspira-
tion to others and give our best to 
be a builder of  a new world.

Kuolachalie Seyie

The wonder of it all—just to think that Jesus loves me!

Cultivate a Lifestyle of Worship in 2018

The Virtue of Meekness

"Whatever the issue in your life is, the 
key is to worship a holy God who created 

you and knows everything about you - 
your failures, shortcomings, insecurities, 
besetting sins and fears. He sits on His 
throne, omniscient, and says something 

and I know how to get you from where 
you are now to where I want you to be. I 

know why I created you. If  you'll worship 
Me, I will visit with you. I can tell you 
how to get untangled from the snares in 

your path and how to move forward. I can 
even reveal to you things to come that are 
pertinent to your life and world.'" Chuck 

Pierce and John Dickson

Dear intercessor,

As we start this New Year, we need to enter 
into deeper levels of  worship both personally 
and corporately. It is only as we ascend to the 
throne room in worship, that we can descend 

back into the harvest field here on earth and 
pray for victory in every area of  life. When 
you and I come boldly to God's throne in 
worship, He gives us His plans and strategies 
for our lives here on earth. There is no way 
that we can walk in His peace, power and per-
fect plan without a lifestyle of  worship.

God wants us to rise up. To ascend is to 
arise, come up, increase, recover and restore. 
He knows what He is doing here on earth. He 
can make sense of  things that are happening 
and can show us the way through challenges. 
He can give us keys during our seasons of  
worship that unlock the path before us, and 
bring glory into our situations here on earth. 
It's time to devote ourselves to a greater wor-
ship of  God in 2018. 

Worship changes our lives and how we 
see our circumstances. It is truly amazing to 
see life from God's point of  view instead of  
our own. I remember living as a missionary 
on a mission's ship. At sea I would feel sea-
sick, and some voyages from country to coun-
try could be quite long or very stormy. My 
solution was to walk out on deck and begin to 
worship God as I gazed at the ocean. After an 
hour on deck worshipping God, my situation 
would seem very different, and I would even 

feel better physically.
Worship is the key to life. We are entering 

turbulent waters that are becoming stronger 
all over the world. We must lay hold of  this 
reality so that each one of  us may stand firm, 
hold steady, and pray fervently as the days un-
fold before us. There is no storm that Jesus 
will not be able to conquer. In the midst of  
resistance, if  we worship Him, we shall see 
His victory. He can break through any obsta-
cle when we make worship our lifestyle.

"Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the 
Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his 
name; proclaim his salvation day after day. De-
clare his glory among the nations, his marve-
lous deeds among all peoples" (Psalm 96:1-3) .

God Loves Persevering Worship
"The heart of  God loves a persevering wor-
shipper, who though overwhelmed by many 
troubles, is overwhelmed even more by the 
beauty of  God." Matt Redman

God does amazing things when we learn 
to persevere in prayer. Here is a wonderful 
testimony by a man named John Dickson 
who operated a Christian bookstore that went 
through a financial crisis:

"Sometimes we just have to tell our soul 

what to do. Our soul does not always feel like 
praising God. As I praised Him as an act of  
my will, my spirit began to awaken inside me. 
As my soul began to line up with my procla-
mations, a flow of anointing began to be re-
leased. The oppressive cloud would lift, and 
the presence of  God would come into my 
store. Over time my business turned around, 
and I knew it was not because of  my keen 
business… It was the Lord. He turned my 
business around because I praised Him in the 
hard place."

Are you overwhelmed by the troubles 
of  life and your circumstances? Then wor-
ship God with all your heart. Be radical in 
praise and watch the enemy flee. As you press 
through the heaviness, a transformation will 
take place. You will begin to see the beauty 
and greatness of  God. Your faith will rise up. 
Your spirit will begin to sing. But you must 
take the first step. Open your mouth and 
begin. He can turn any darkness into light. 
Notice the transformation that took place as 
John began to praise God right in the midst 
of  a crisis. God brought victory.

"When things are wonderful, we praise 
Him. When things are horrible, we praise 
Him. Whether we are happy or sad or terri-

fied or bored, we are determined to offer to 
God our sacrifice of  praise. Everything in us 
should give praise to the Lord." Chuck Pierce 
and John Dickson

A Prayer for a Lifestyle of Worship
Lord, I choose to praise and worship You 
today. You know how to break through the 
difficulties in my life. I choose not to be over-
whelmed with circumstances, but instead I 
choose to behold your beauty and greatness. 
You are my victorious God. I will praise Your 
name and proclaim Your salvation day after 
day. I will declare Your glory among the na-
tions, Your marvelous deeds among all peo-
ples (Psalm 96:1-3). I will sing to the Lord a 
new song in 2018.

Teach me to ascend to Your throne room 
in worship and then descend back into the 
harvest field here on earth, praying and war-
ring for victory in every area of  life. Help me 
to have a lifestyle of  worship, thanking You 
in every situation. I believe that worshipping 
You is a key to breakthrough in every area of  
my life. I believe in the power of  worshipping 
You. I know that Your truth dwells in a wor-
shipping heart. I offer You a sacrifice of  praise 
right now. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 

Matthew 5:5

The virtue of  meekness is evi-
dent only in those who has self  
control. In our modern Eng-

lish idiom the word meek is hardly 
one of  the honorable words of  life. It 
portrays the picture of  a submissive 
and ineffective creature. I would de-
scribe meekness as a form of humil-
ity which is best seen in the life of  a 
humble person. The word meekness 
is hardly heard these days because the 
persons with such qualities are few in 
number. The persons who possesses 
the virtue of  meekness are the blessed 
ones among the blessed. These are 

the people who finds favor in God’s 
eyes. Just because a person is meek 
it does not necessarily mean that he 
or she is always in control of  his or 
her actions. A meek person can also 
explode in anger during the course of  
a heated argument in which the emo-
tional outburst of  the person is evi-
denced. A meek person is compared 
with a person who is stable in all of  
his or her ways. However in the heat 
of  a moment there are chances that 
a person may do something which 
may least be expected of  them. As 
far as my understanding of  it is con-
cerned I had witnessed several such 
instances.A meek person will not 
hesitate in admitting their own weak-
nesses. For the meek knows that the 
first step to learning is the realization 
of  their own ignorance. Something 

unique and something likable are 
what we see in a meek person. What 
appeals to us is their humility. Unless 
we are controlled by humility we will 
be bonded by the bondage of  pride.

The thing that made Moses into 
a great personality was because of  
the likable qualities he possessed. It 
was not by the virtue of  what he was 
but it was by the virtue of  what God 
saw in him.

Though he faltered as they neared 
the Promised Land, he was still grate-
ful as he awaited his fate. Had he be-
ing rebellious he would have grum-
bled against God for denying him to 
enter the Promised Land. Though 
the mistake he committed was done 
in frustration, the virtue of  calmness 
which he possessed was ever present 
in him. For a man who considered as 

unreliable and inferior to many be-
came a great leader to many. In the 
book of  Numbers it was recorded 
that Moses was the meekest man on 
earth. Numbers 12:3. he was made 
great to be an example to all of  us. 
Though he considered himself  as in-
ferior to the rest, he trusted in the one 
that commissioned him. As a result 
of  this he became the blessed among 
the blessed because of  what he was.

In addition to this the lovable and 
admirable characteristics Jesus por-
trayed during the course of  His min-
istry became a source of  inspiration 
to many. He was not only the blessed 
one of  God but He was also the one 
through whom many were blessed. 
The saints, the martyrs and all of  His 
dedicated followers followed in His 
footstep. Even in the midst of  perse-

cution and humiliation He remained 
peaceful and calm through out the 
trail. His adversary the devil would 
have expected Him to speak in His 
defense, but He proved him wrong 
by completing the task that was as-
signed. The success of  His mission 
was the result of  His meekness.

A sacrifice as great as this will 
never be repeated neither will it be 
forgotten. But it will always be a 
source of  inspiration to many. The 
sacred word the meek shall inherit 
the earth is as inspiring as the Word 
itself. It is a virtue which is rare, 
which as a result is summarized in a 
single sentence. In His own words Je-
sus spoke about the glory that will be 
bestowed on the deserving children. 
Only the meek shall receive what was 
promised. The beauty of  it is seen in 

a person who has this quality. Its not 
only a virtue which is likable but it is 
also a virtue which will be reward-
ing. To be bestowed with the honor 
of  inheriting the earth is an honor in 
itself. Something which we have to 
be aware of  is that the more simple 
we become, the greater will be our 
reward in heaven. It is a promise not 
by man but by God. It is a gift not by 
virtue but by grace. To be beneficiar-
ies of  the promise, our life should be 
governed by what the Word teaches 
us. If  meekness is what the Lord 
wants of  us, we should become what 
the Lord wants us to be. Everything 
that is written is for our own edifica-
tion, lest we comply with it, we will 
never reap the benefits of  it. Some-
thing which is said should be done, 
that His will be done on us.
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David P Barash | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your mind al-
ways tends to be quick and agile, Aries, but to-
day you might find it going a thousand miles an 
hour as a result of  intriguing new information 

received through books, newspapers, television, or the 
Internet. Discussions with others could also contribute. 
You might decide to embrace some innovative new con-
cepts that could lead to an expansion of  your horizons. 
At some point, go for a workout. You need to balance the 
mental with the physical.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some new 
equipment made available for your use might 
prove fascinating, Taurus, and you’re apt to 
want to learn as much as you can about how 

it works. Therefore, this is a great day to increase your 
computer skills. You might also want to try your hand 
at sound or video recording. Art combined with modern 
technology could well be a primary focus for today. Learn 
as much as you can, and have some fun in the process.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you 
could find yourself  searching for a particular 
piece of  knowledge that you need in order to 
move on with something you’re doing, Gemini. 

You’ll probably find it, perhaps through a friend or col-
league. Or else it might show itself  suddenly, making you 
want to shout, “Eureka!” After that, it’s smooth sailing all 
the way. You’ll be able to use this information to accom-
plish whatever you need and be successful. Make good 
use of  it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
might find yourself  working with an exciting 
group of  people, Cancer. Perhaps this involves 
an opportunity to increase your skills or a new 

project or even a whole new job. Your mind is quick and 
especially innovative, so don’t be surprised if  you’re able 
to contribute far more than you would have expected. 
Don’t think your efforts will go unappreciated. Friends 
grow closer to you and acquaintances could become 
friends.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Social events could 
put you in touch with some exciting new 
people, Leo. They may either share a current 
interest of  yours or bring you opportunities 

to expand your interests. A lot of  stimulating discus-
sions could well result. If  you’re currently romantically 
involved, expect these developments to bring you closer 
together. If  you aren’t, you could well meet someone new 
and exciting. Whichever it is, by the end of  the day your 
mind is likely to be jumping. Enjoy!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Contacts made 
through friends or colleagues, perhaps younger 
people, might bring new ideas for bettering your 
home life, Virgo. Perhaps a new housemate 

wants to move in, you could install some new equipment, 
or you might even have the chance to move to a roomier 
place. These are only ideas to be considered, however. Fi-
nal decisions should wait for a later day. There are still 
some facts that you need to learn first.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Discussions 
with close friends, children, and romantic 
partners take on an especially exciting aura 
today, Libra. New information is likely to 

be circulated that might make a big difference both in 
your household and in your community. It also could 
make a difference to your mind. A new field of  inter-
est, a new intellectual search, as well as improved com-
munication with those close to you could enrich your 
life at this time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Visitors to 
your home today might engage you in dis-
cussions of  innovative ways to increase your 
income, Scorpio. This may either be through 

the use of  computers or through other forms of  modern 
technology. You might find that you have a talent for such 
activity that you never realized before. You also might be 
enticed into going to a meeting or lecture on the subject. 
Open up your mind, but don’t put your money where 
your mouth is yet!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
mind is sharp, quick, and full of  ideas, Sagit-
tarius. Discussions with others bring useful in-
formation that could well open new doors for 

you if  you make the most of  it. Group activities should 
prove especially stimulating for you at this time. By the 
end of  the day, your brain should be buzzing. Take a walk 
and clear your head before you go to bed or else you’ll 
never be able to get to sleep.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): News-
papers, books, and TV are apt to bring a 
lot of  new, exciting, and useful information 
your way, Capricorn. This might set your 

mind going in such a direction as to bring new ideas for 
projects or business opportunities your way. Discussions 
with others who share your interests could contribute 
even more. Expect an exciting and stimulating day, and 
by day’s end you’re likely to have opened up new doors 
for yourself.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The oppor-
tunity to make a change in your life, which 
you may have been contemplating for a long 
time, could finally manifest itself  today, 

Aquarius. This could be a move to a new neighborhood, 
a return to school for an advanced degree, an entirely 
new profession, or all of  the above. Whichever it is, ex-
pect to spend a lot of  time throughout the day discussing 
it with friends and family. Then move ahead with what-
ever plans you have.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Paperwork in-
volving money could be a real drag today, Pi-
sces, but someone close to you might just show 
you a way to get it done quickly and efficiently 

on computers or via another technological innovation. 
You might actually find that you like doing it this way. 
Your mind is especially sharp, so this is just the day to 
try to expand your intellectual horizons along with your 
technical skills. Go to it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Working Committee (WG) of  the 
NNPGs is grateful to God for enabling 
us to enter into a political dialogue with 
the Government of  India. We are also 

grateful to Naga public, Naga friends and well 
wishers for the unflinching support at every level. 
As the Committee enters into a crucial stage of  
intensive negotiation, we appeal for prayer sup-
port from all sections of  people so that we play 
our role responsibly.

We are very much encouraged to notice that 
all prominent Naga civil bodies have voiced for 
the smooth transaction of  negotiation process 
without undue hindrance from any quarter. The 
expression of  anxiety once the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly elections is set on the process 
is genuine and at the same time when political 
negotiation is actively on the advanced stage, the 
state election will definitely have serious ramifica-
tions. Indeed, elections in Nagaland at this point 
will have negative impact on the process.

The resolution adopted by the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly recently urging the GOI to 
defer elections is appreciated. While a periodic 
democratic exercise is vital to all citizens, Naga-
land and its inhabitants cutting across electoral 
party affiliations, tribes, Naga political groups, re-
ligious denominations, civil bodies, village chiefs 
etc. have taken a stand: Keep elections aside and 
solve the seventy year old Indo-Naga political 
problem. This is an unprecedented show of unity 

of  purpose by Nagas and clearly an extraordinary 
situation which the election commission of  India 
(ECI) must duly take note. A people on a path to-
wards a negotiated political solution must not be 
forced to engage in electoral battles. Cordial and 
civil expressions of  Apex Naga bodies should be 
respected because forceful measures lead to social 
unrest.

The NNPGs sincerely calls upon all intending 
candidates in Nagaland, irrespective of  party af-
filiations, to stand by our people’s commitment. 
If  the Election Commission of  India (ECI) insist 
on conducting elections despite the call of  defer-
ment, in our ancestral land, the people will decide 
what is appropriate. Fulfilling Naga people’s po-
litical aspiration is far greater than indulging in 
electoral exercise. We urge all our leaders to fo-
cus on finding a political solution. We are on a 
threshold of  a decisive moment in our existence 
as a people and nation. Now is the time for lead-
ers to exercise utmost reasoning and align with 
the people.

The Committee therefore appeals to GOI to 
appreciate the sentiment of  the people and act 
positively to pave a way and create conducive at-
mosphere for smooth negotiation process thereby 
the entities could derive honourable and accept-
able solution to the long drawn Indo-Naga politi-
cal problem.

Media cell, Working Committee, NNPGs.

“Do not remove the ancient landmark which 
your fathers have set” Proverb 22:28    

186 years ago, there had been intermittent 
wars between the British forces and the Nagas of  
Naga Hills for 44 years. Then after an unwritten 
Peace Treaty reached between the British and the 
Nagas on 27th March, 1880 at Mezoma Village 
whereby spears were exchanged between the two 
entities to signify the friendship and peace. Conse-
quent upon the treaty, the British were allowed to 
establish their Administrative Centre at Kohima 
and then they started to control some parts of  
Naga Hills.

During the 1st World War (1914-1918), as 
requisitioned by the authority of  Naga Hills, 
some 2000 Nagas of  Naga Hills went to Europe 
as Naga Labour Corps in 1917 and assisted the 
Allied Forces courageously. Captain Dr. Khosa 
Angami and first Naga officer was also with the 
Naga Labour Corps as Medical officer. The per-
sonnel of  Naga Labour Corps returned home 
from Europe in 1918 having earned good reputa-
tions. However, many sacrificed their lives in the 
war.

It is reliably learnt that some tribe-men of  Ma-
nipur also went to Europe as Labor Corps under 
the direction of  the Raja of  Manipur since those 
tribe-men were his subjects. In those days, there 
was no connection between the Nagas of  Naga 
Hills and the Nagas of  Manipur. As a matter of  
fact, there was no compatibility by nature for 
inclusion of  anyone from Manipur to be in the 
Naga Labor Corps.

Meanwhile, some of  the returnees from Eu-
rope, especially those who lived at Kohima and 
nearby Villages, joined the Naga Club which was 
established by some Office clerks, Dobashis (In-
terpreters) Village elders and some ex-soldiers in 
1918. The formation of  Naga Club became the 
first ever Naga Platform which ultimately acted 
as the political platform. When we think about 
the Nagas one century ago, Nagas would have 
been uncivilized and even head hunting might be 
prevalent somewhere in Naga Hills as a game of  
bravery. Indeed, it is a wonder how such an idea 
of  forming a common platform known as Naga 
Club could be developed in the thought of  Nagas 
in those days. Almighty God had been with the 
Nagas despite our backwardness and ignorance 
of  His existence, and all those events happened 
for our good as designed by God.

In 1928, the then Deputy Commissioner of  
Naga Hills Mr. J.H. Hutton informed some of  the 
Nagas about the visit of  the Simon Commission 
from British Parliament to Kohima next year. 
With this information, the Naga Club Members 
realized that there would be an opportunity for 
the Nagas to convey their desire to the visiting 
Commission. Accordingly, they entrusted Mr. 
Rüzhükhrie Angami, a teacher, to draft a memo-
randum, and accordingly, he efficiently drafted 
it which contained wisdom, vision and political 
ingredients. How the pioneers of  Naga Club had 

the patriotism and political acumen to assert for 
Naga future can be seen from the language of  the 
memorandum as I quote “we should not be thrust 
to the mercy of  other people who could never 
subjugate us, but leave us alone to determine our-
selves as in ancient time.” Unquote. The Naga 
Club asserted that they had represented not only 
those communities within Naga Hills but includ-
ing all the Naga regions as the last sentence of  the 
representation runs, and I quote “We claim not 
only the members of  the Naga Club to represent 
all those regions to which we belong, viz., An-
gamis, Kacha Nagas, Kukis, Semas, Lothas and 
Rengmas, but also other regions of  Nagaland.” 
What visionary and inclusive language the 20 sig-
natories used as that erected the first ever political 
pillar for Naga political aspiration 89 years ago. 
The 20 members of  Naga Club unified the Nagas 
by their representation to Simon Commission. I 
salute them and assure you that we shall continue 
to keep up their legacy alive.

Now, if  there is anyone in Naga family feel-
ing isolated and sidelined just for the simple rea-
son that one was not a member of  Naga Club or 
signatory of  the representation, it is nothing less 
than misconception and malevolent. Just the oth-
er day, someone published personal opinion in lo-
cal media in which he said that Nagas’ encounter 
with Simon Commission in 1929 ‘was completely 
outdated’. If  the historical landmarks of  the Na-
gas are to be condemned in this manner, then 
what will be the legal basis of  our present and fu-
ture? Should there be any Naga contemplating to 
undermine the Naga Club, it will only amount to 
being against the Nagas? Should there be anyone 
trying to distort and destroy the Naga histories, 
what future is then left for the posterity? If  you are 
for the cause of  the Nagas, stand for the truth and 
avoid punctiliousness.

In the 11th year of  the formation of  Naga 
Club and while the Rajas, the Princes and their 
Mantris of  India including the Raja of  Manipur 
and his Mantris were slumbering in their luxuri-
ous life and selfish gains, the humble members of  
the Naga Club submitted the first Naga National 
Political Memorandum to Simon Commission 
on the 10th January, 1929. Thus, the achieve-
ment of  Naga Club has created an exceptional 
history and it became the Magna Carta of  Naga 
National Politics. Naga Club’s representation to 
Simon Commission is therefore the steppingstone 
of  Naga Political Movement. In memory of  the 
pioneers of  Naga Club which has landed in its 
100th year in 2018, the Naga Club is celebrating 
the anniversary soon.

“Let the peace of  God rule in your hearts, to 
which also you are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.” Colossians 3:15

(The Speech of  Mr. Krurovi Peseyie, Chairman, 
Naga Club, Kohima on 10th January, 2018 in 

representation to Simon Commission on 10.1.1929 
at Kohima by Naga Club.)

An Appeal

In his classic The Evolution of  Nuclear 
Strategy (1989), Lawrence Freedman, 
the dean of  British military historians 
and strategists, concluded: ‘The Em-

peror Deterrence may have no clothes, but 
he is still Emperor.’ Despite his nakedness, 
this emperor continues to strut about, re-
ceiving deference he doesn’t deserve, while 
endangering the entire world. Nuclear 
deterrence is an idea that became a po-
tentially lethal ideology, one that remains 
influential despite having been increasingly 
discredited. 

After the United States’ nuclear bomb-
ings of  Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, 
war changed. Until then, the overriding 
purpose of  military forces had ostensibly 
been to win wars. But according to the in-
fluential US strategist Bernard Brodie writ-
ing in 1978: ‘From now on its chief  purpose 
must be to avert them. It can have almost 
no other useful purpose.’ Thus, nuclear 
deterrence was born, a seemingly rational 
arrangement by which peace and stability 
were to arise by the threat of  mutually as-
sured destruction (MAD, appropriately 
enough). Winston Churchill described it 
in 1955 with characteristic vigour: ‘Safety 
will be the sturdy child of  terror, and sur-
vival the twin brother of  annihilation.’ 
Importantly, deterrence became not only a 
purported strategy, but the very grounds on 
which governments justified nuclear weap-
ons themselves. Every government that 
now possesses nuclear weapons claims that 
they deter attacks by their threat of  cata-
strophic retaliation.

Even a brief  examination, however, 
reveals that deterrence is not remotely as 
compelling a principle as its reputation 
suggests. In his novel The Ambassadors 
(1903), Henry James described a certain 
beauty as ‘a jewel brilliant and hard’, at 
once twinkling and trembling, adding that 
‘what seemed all surface one moment 
seemed all depth the next’. The public has 
been bamboozled by the shiny surface ap-
pearance of  deterrence, with its promise of  
strength, security and safety. But what has 
been touted as profound strategic depth 
crumbles with surprising ease when sub-
jected to critical scrutiny.

Let’s start by considering the core of  
deterrence theory: that it has worked. Ad-
vocates of  nuclear deterrence insist that 
we should thank it for the fact that a third 
world war has been avoided, even when 
tensions between the two superpowers – 
the US and the USSR – ran high. Some 
supporters even maintain that deterrence 
set the stage for the fall of  the Soviet Union 
and the defeat of  Communism. In this tell-
ing, the West’s nuclear deterrent prevented 
the USSR from invading western Europe, 
and delivered the world from the threat of  
Communist tyranny.

There are, however, compelling ar-
guments suggesting that the US and the 
former Soviet Union avoided world war 
for several possible reasons, most notably 
because neither side wanted to go to war. 
Indeed, the US and Russia never fought a 
war prior to the nuclear age. Singling out 
nuclear weapons as the reason why the 
Cold War never became hot is somewhat 
like saying that a junkyard car, without an 
engine or wheels, never sped off  the lot only 
because no one turned the key. Logically 
speaking, there is no way to demonstrate 
that nuclear weapons kept the peace during 
the Cold War, or that they do so now.

Perhaps peace prevailed between the 
two superpowers simply because they had 
no quarrel that justified fighting a terribly 
destructive war, even a conventional one. 
There is no evidence, for example, that the 
Soviet leadership ever contemplated trying 
to conquer western Europe, much less that 
it was restrained by the West’s nuclear arse-
nal. Post facto arguments – especially nega-
tive ones – might be the currency of  pun-
dits, but are impossible to prove, and offer 
no solid ground for evaluating a counter-
factual claim, conjecturing why something 
has not happened. In colloquial terms, if  a 
dog does not bark in the night, can we say 
with certainty that no one walked by the 

house? Deterrence enthusiasts are like the 
woman who sprayed perfume on her lawn 
every morning. When a perplexed neigh-
bour asked about this strange behaviour, 
she replied: ‘I do it to keep the elephants 
away.’ The neighbour protested: ‘But there 
aren’t any elephants within 10,000 miles 
of  here,’ whereupon the perfume-sprayer 
replied: ‘You see, it works!’ We should not 
congratulate our leaders, or deterrence the-
ory, much less nuclear weapons, for keep-
ing the peace.
The only way to make sure nuclear weap-
ons are not used is to make sure there are 

no such weapons
What we can say is that, as of  this 

morning, those with the power to extermi-
nate life have not done so. But this is not 
altogether comforting, and history is no 
more reassuring. The duration of  ‘nuclear 
peace’, from the Second World War to the 
end of  the Cold War, lasted less than five 
decades. More than 20 years separated the 
First and Second World Wars; before that, 
there had been more than 40 years of  rela-
tive peace between the end of  the Franco-
Prussian War (1871) and the First World 
War (1914), and 55 years between the 
Franco-Prussian War and Napoleon’s de-
feat at Waterloo (1815). Even in war-prone 
Europe, decades of  peace have not been 
so rare. Each time, when peace ended and 
the next war began, the war involved weap-
ons available at the time – which, for the 
next big one, would likely include nuclear 
weapons. The only way to make sure that 
nuclear weapons are not used is to make 
sure that there are no such weapons. There 
is certainly no reason to think that the pres-
ence of  nuclear weapons will prevent their 
use. The first step to ensuring that humans 
do not unleash nuclear holocaust might be 
to show that the Emperor Deterrence has 
no clothes – which would then open the 
possibility of  replacing the illusion with 
something more suitable.

It is possible that the post-1945 US-
Soviet peace came ‘through strength’, but 
that need not imply nuclear deterrence. It is 
also undeniable that the presence of  nucle-
ar weapons on hair-trigger alert capable of  
reaching each other’s homeland in minutes 
has made both sides edgy. The Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis of  1962 – when, by all accounts, 
the world came closer to nuclear war than 
at any other time – is not testimony to the 
effectiveness of  deterrence: the crisis oc-
curred because of  nuclear weapons. It is 
more likely that we have been spared nu-
clear war not because of  deterrence but in 
spite of  it.

Even when possessed by just one side, 
nuclear weapons have not deterred other 
forms of  war. The Chinese, Cuban, Iranian 
and Nicaraguan revolutions all took place 
even though a nuclear-armed US backed 
the overthrown governments. Similarly, 
the US lost the Vietnam War, just as the 
Soviet Union lost in Afghanistan, despite 
both countries not only possessing nuclear 
weapons, but also more and better conven-
tional arms than their adversaries. Nor did 
nuclear weapons aid Russia in its unsuc-
cessful war against Chechen rebels in 1994-
96, or in 1999-2000, when Russia’s con-
ventional weapons devastated the suffering 
Chechen Republic. Nuclear weapons did 
not help the US achieve its goals in Iraq or 
Afghanistan, which have become expen-
sive catastrophic failures for the country 
with the world’s most advanced nuclear 
weapons. Moreover, despite its nuclear ar-
senal, the US remains fearful of  domestic 
terrorist attacks, which are more likely to 
be made with nuclear weapons than be de-
terred by them.

In short, it is not legitimate to argue that 
nuclear weapons have deterred any sort of  
war, or that they will do so in the future. 
During the Cold War, each side engaged in 
conventional warfare: the Soviets, for ex-
ample, in Hungary (1956), Czechoslovakia 
(1968), and Afghanistan (1979-89); the Rus-
sians in Chechnya (1994-96; 1999-2009), 
Georgia (2008), Ukraine (2014-present), 
as well as Syria (2015-present); and the US 
in Korea (1950-53), Vietnam (1955-75), 
Lebanon (1982), Grenada (1983), Panama 
(1989-90), the Persian Gulf  (1990-91), the 

former Yugoslavia (1991-99), Afghanistan 
(2001-present), and Iraq (2003-present), to 
mention just a few cases.

Nor have their weapons deterred at-
tacks upon nuclear armed states by non-
nuclear opponents. In 1950, China stood 
14 years from developing and deploying its 
own nuclear weapons, whereas the US had 
a well-developed atomic arsenal. Nonethe-
less, as the Korean War’s tide was shifting 
dramatically against the North, that US 
nuclear arsenal did not inhibit China from 
sending more than 300,000 soldiers across 
the Yalu River, resulting in the stalemate on 
the Korean peninsula that divides it to this 
day, and has resulted in one of  the world’s 
most dangerous unresolved stand-offs.

In 1956, the nuclear-armed United 
Kingdom warned non-nuclear Egypt to re-
frain from nationalising the Suez Canal. To 
no avail: the UK, France and Israel ended 
up invading Sinai with conventional forces. 
In 1982, Argentina attacked the British-
held Falkland Islands, even though the UK 
had nuclear weapons and Argentina did 
not.

Following the US-led invasion in 
1991, conventionally armed Iraq was not 
deterred from lobbing Scud missiles at 
nuclear-armed Israel, which did not retali-
ate, although it could have used its nuclear 
weapons to vaporise Baghdad. It is hard to 
imagine how doing so would have benefit-
ted anyone. Obviously, US nuclear weap-
ons did not deter the terrorist attacks on the 
US of  11 September 2001, just as the nu-
clear arsenals of  the UK and France have 
not prevented repeated terrorist attacks on 
those countries.
Nuclear weapons didn’t escalate demands; 
if  anything, such countries were less suc-

cessful in getting their way
Deterrence, in short, does not de-

ter. The pattern is deep and geographi-
cally widespread. Nuclear-armed France 
couldn’t prevail over the non-nuclear Al-
gerian National Liberation Front. The US 
nuclear arsenal didn’t inhibit North Korea 
from seizing a US intelligence-gathering 
vessel, the USS Pueblo, in 1968. Even to-
day, this boat remains in North Korean 
hands. US nukes didn’t enable China to 
get Vietnam to end its invasion of  Cambo-
dia in 1979. Nor did US nuclear weapons 
stop Iranian Revolutionary Guards from 
capturing US diplomats and holding them 
hostage (1979-81), just as fear of  US nu-
clear weapons didn’t empower the US and 
its allies to force Iraq to retreat from Ku-
wait without a fight in 1990.

In Nuclear Weapons and Coercive Di-
plomacy (2017), the political scientists Todd 
Sechser and Matthew Fuhrmann examined 
348 territorial disputes occurring between 
1919 and 1995. They used statistical analy-
sis to see whether nuclear-armed states were 
more successful than conventional coun-
tries in coercing their adversaries during 
territorial disputes. They weren’t. Not only 
that, but nuclear weapons didn’t embolden 
those who own them to escalate demands; 
if  anything, such countries were somewhat 
less successful in getting their way. In some 
cases, the analysis is almost comical. Thus, 
among the very few cases in which threats 
from a nuclear-armed country were coded 
as having compelled an opponent was the 
US insistence, in 1961, that the Dominican 
Republic hold democratic elections follow-
ing the assassination of the dictator Rafael 
Trujillo, as well as the US demand, in 1994, 
following a Haitian military coup, that the 
Haitian colonels restore Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide to power. In 1974-75, nuclear China 
forced non-nuclear Portugal to surrender its 
claim to Macau. These examples were in-
cluded because the authors honestly sought 
to consider all cases in which a nuclear-
armed country got its way vis-à-vis a non-
nuclear one. But no serious observer would 
attribute the capitulation of Portugal or the 
Dominican Republic to the nuclear weap-
ons of China or the US.

All of  this also suggests that the acquisi-
tion of  nuclear weapons by Iran or North 
Korea is unlikely to enable these countries 
to coerce others, whether their ‘targets’ are 
armed with nuclear or conventional weap-
ons.              To be continued...

The Deterrence Myth
Nuclear deterrence continues to dominate international relations. Yet 

there is no proof it ever worked nor that it ever will.

In Memory of the Submission of the 
First Naga Political Representation 

to Simon Commission



8 NATION
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur,Sunday, January 14, 2018

NEWS IN BRIEF
Heated blanket war between BJP 
MLA and MP in chilly UP 
Sitapur (UP), Jan. 13 (PTI): A video today surfaced 
purportedly showing a clash between the supporters 
of a BJP MP and an MLA over blanket distribution in 
chilly Uttar Pradesh. The clash broke out when BJP MP 
Rekha Verma and BJP MLA Shashank Trivedi had gone 
to Maholi Tehsil office here to distribute some blankets 
among people. During the programme, supporters 
of  both the leaders clashed over taking credit for the 
distribution, injuring some of them. In the video, the 
MP was also seen trying to beat a man with her shoes. 
Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Maholi DP Singh 
said both the MP and MLA have reached a compromise 
and no one has given any application to register an FIR.
Later, the programme continued and people were given 
the blankets.

5 wrestlers; among 6 killed in 
Maharashtra road accident
Mumbai, Jan. 13 (IANS): Five wrestlers and a driver 
were killed in a major road accident in Sangli district of  
Maharahstra early on Saturday, police said. The accident 
took place around 1 a.m. when an SUV carrying the 
grapplers rammed headlong into an oncoming tractor 
carrying sugarcane. Five others, including wrestlers, 
were injured in the accident and they were admitted in 
hospitals. The wrestlers belonged to the institute, Kranti 
Kushti Sankul. “It is very sad and shocking, for us,” said 
Sharad Lad, the institution’s secretary. They were all 
returning after a wrestling contest in Satara. 

IED recovered on Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad highway
Srinagar, Jan. 13 (IANS): Security forces on Saturday 
recovered an improvised explosive device (IED) on the 
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad highway, police said. Traffic on 
the highway was disrupted for some time in the morning 
when security forces found the IED at a busy crossing 
on the periphery of Srinagar. “Bomb disposal squads 
of police, Army and the Central Reserve Police Force 
immediately reached the spot and removed the explosive 
device,” a police officer said.  Traffic was later restored 
on the highway.

Boat with 40 students capsizes in 
Maharashtra, 32 saved
Palghar (Maharashtra), Jan. 13 (IANS): A boat with at 
least 40 students on board capsized off the Dahanu coast 
in Maharashtra on Saturday, an official said. Following 
a massive search and rescue operation, 32 of them were 
saved from the Arabian Sea. A search was on to find 
the remaining missing students amidst fears of  some 
casualties. The boat had set off from the Parnaka Beach 
here. The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is helping the police 
and maritime authorities in the combined sea and air 
operations. The ICG has diverted at least three ships and 
two aircrafts to the site for the rescue, the official said.

Fire breaks out at Mumbai airport’s 
domestic terminal
Mumbai, Jan. 13 (PTI): A fire broke out today at the 
Mumbai airport’s domestic terminal 1B here, officials 
said. They said that the fire started at a ground floor 
conference hall and then spread to the first floor of a 
lounge near the airport’s gate number 9. An official of the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation Disaster Control 
Room said that the fire started in the afternoon and fire 
brigade personnel have rushed to the site along with eight 
fire engines, six jetties and water jets. The official said that 
there was no report of any casualty and the operation to 
douse the fire was on.

Five of a family killed in Jaipur blaze
Jaipur, Jan. 13 (IANS): Five members of  a family 
were killed on Saturday in a major fire that gutted their 
house in Jaipur in Rajasthan, police said. The owner of  
the house, Sanjeev Garg and his wife were in Agra in 
Uttar Pradesh when the blaze occurred. Initially there 
was confusion over the cause of the fire in Sector 9 of  
Vidhyadhar Nagar that killed family members, including 
Garg’s father Mahendra Garg, 75, - an iron trader and his 
grandchildren Arpita, 23, Saumya, 20, and Animesh, 17, 
a police officer said.  However, preliminary investigation 
by FSL officials point at the possibility of a short circuit. 

ED raids Karti’s houses; Chidambaram 
calls it ‘comedy of errors’ ‘Mandatory Aadhaar a 

threat to basic rights’

Book, ‘Election Atlas 
of India’, launched

‘Re-open case against Amit Shah 
after comments of SC judges’

UN vote set aside; stage 
set for Modi-Bibi tango 

Pawan Hans chopper with seven 
crashes off Mumbai; 4 bodies found

Rahul to campaign in Karnataka; 

New Delhi/Chennai, Jan. 13 
(IANS): The Enforcement Di-
rectorate on Saturday searched 
the houses of  former Union 
Minister P. Chidambaram and 
his son Karti in Delhi and Chen-
nai in connection with a money 
laundering case with the senior 
Congress leader saying he had 
anticipated the probe agency 
would “do some drama to cover 
up their tracks”.

The agency on Thursday 
issued fresh summons to Karti 
in the money laundering case 
related to alleged irregularities 
in getting foreign investment for 
INX Media in 2007. The ED 
had registered the case against 
the former Finance Minister’s 
son in May 2017.

Chidambaram said the raids 
were a reaction to the notices 
sent out by the Supreme Court 
that heard Karti’s appeal on Fri-
day. The 46-year-old business-
man had questioned the cases 
filed against him by the probe 
agencies, including the CBI. 

The former minister said 
he had anticipated his house 
in Chennai will be searched 
again. “But in a comedy of  
errors they came to search the 
premises in Jor Bagh (in Delhi) 
and officers told me that they 
believed Karti is an occupant 
of  this house but he is not. He 
lives in Chennai.

The former Finance Min-
ister said the Supreme Court 
had issued notices to the ED in 
the cases filed by Karti on the 
ground that the agency had no 
jurisdiction over offences under 
Prevention of  Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).

PTI

New Delhi, Jan .13 (IANS): The 
government’s mandatory biomet-
ric identification project Aadhaar 
could lead to millions of  people 
being denied access to essential 
services and benefits in violation 
of  their human rights while also 
raising serious concerns about 
violations of  the right to privacy, 
Amnesty International India and 
Human Rights Watch said on 
Saturday.

They said the government 
should order an independent in-
vestigation of the concerns raised 
about Aadhaar, and cease targeting 
journalists and researchers who 
expose vulnerabilities in security, 
privacy, and protection of data.

Last week, the Tribune news-
paper reported that unrestricted 
access to the personal details of  
people enrolled in Aadhaar could 
be purchased for Rs 500 from rack-
eteers. The UIDAI responded by 
filing a criminal complaint, naming 
the reporter and the newspaper, 
prompting widespread condemna-
tion by civil society groups.

In a joint statement, the two or-
ganisations said that as per August 
2017 Supreme Court ruling, right 
to privacy was part of the consti-
tutional right to life and personal 
liberty and is also protected under 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
to which India is party.

“The government’s push for 
mandatory enrolment and its ef-
forts to link the Aadhaar number 
to a wide range of services raises 
grave concerns that it could dispro-
portionately interfere with the right 

to privacy for millions of people.
“It has also prompted fears 

of  increased state surveillance, 
with the convergence of  various 
databases making it easier for the 
government to track all informa-
tion about specific individuals, and 
to target dissent.

“These fears are heightened by 
the absence of laws to protect pri-
vacy and data protection in India, 
and the lack of adequate judicial 
or parliamentary oversight over the 
activities of intelligence agencies,” 
it added.

Amnesty International India’s 
executive director Aakar Patel said: 
“Making an Aadhaar card a pre-
requisite to access essential services 
and benefits can obstruct access to 
several constitutional rights, includ-
ing the rights of  people to food, 
health care, education and social 
security.”

“The government has a legal 
and moral obligation to ensure 
that nobody is denied their rights 
simply because they don’t have an 
Aadhaar card,” he added.

The Aadhaar project is run by 
the Unique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) which collects 
personal and biometric data such 
as fingerprints, facial photographs, 
and iris scans, and issues 12-digit 
individualized identity numbers. 
Aadhaar was initially meant to be 
voluntary, aimed at eliminating 
fraud in government welfare pro-
grams and giving people a form of  
identification.

However, the Aadhaar Act 
of  2016 and subsequent notifica-
tions and licensing agreements 

increased the scope of the project, 
making Aadhaar enrolment man-
datory for people to access a range 
of  essential services and benefits 
including government subsidies, 
pensions and scholarships. It has 
also been linked to services such 
as banking, insurance, telephone, 
and the Internet. 

Amnesty and HRW said that 
shops providing subsidized food 
grains as part of the government’s 
public distribution system to poor 
people have denied supplies to eli-
gible families because they did not 
have an Aadhaar number, or be-
cause they had not linked it to their 
ration cards, or because the authen-
tication of their biometrics such as 
fingerprints failed, citing cases in 
Rajasthan and other places. 

“In some states, children with-
out Aadhaar cards have been de-
nied free meals in government 
schools, while others have been 
denied enrollment in government 
schools despite the Right to Edu-
cation Act guaranteeing free and 
compulsory education to all chil-
dren ages 6 to 14,” it said. 

“It is ironic that a 12-digit 
number aimed to end corruption 
and help the poor has become the 
very reason many have been de-
prived of fundamental rights,” said 
Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia 
director at Human Rights Watch. 

“There are legitimate concerns 
about privacy, surveillance, or just 
misuse of  personal information, 
and the government should address 
these problems instead of coercing 
people to enrol and link existing 
services to Aadhaar,” she said.

Dimapur,  Jan. 13  (EMN): Datanet 
India – India’s premier IT-enabled 
organization disseminating socio-
economic and electoral statistical 
data – today released its book titled, 
Election Atlas of India, at the World 
Book Fair in New Delhi. Carrying 
a Foreword by Dr Nasim Zaidi, 
former Chief  Election Commis-
sioner of India, the book is edited 
and published by Dr R K Thukral, 
Director – Datanet India.

The book Depicts the journey 
of  progression of  Parliamentary 
Elections since Independence from 
first General Election  1952 to 2014

In the Foreword, Dr Nasim 
Zaidi, former Chief Election Com-
missioner of India notes, On reading 
the Atlas, I also noted that it has 
many interesting stories built around 
one common thread of  electoral 
participation, narrated in the form 
of data and information. The editor 
has rightly given explanatory notes 
and disclaimer at the end of  the 
compilation.”

Revealing select highlights, book 
Editor Dr R K Thukral said that this 
Atlas is a historical Parliamentary 
Election reference book on electoral 
features and election results of  all 
Parliamentary Constituencies from 
the first General Election  1952 to 
2014 

Historical data about bye-elec-
tions and alteration in Parliamenta-
ry Constituencies have been added, 
making this Atlas a treasure trove 
collection.

The Election Atlas of India will 
be a ready reckoner for politicians 
as well as academicians, researchers, 
political scientists, media profes-
sionals, democracy advocates and 
election functionaries who will find 
this Atlas an indispensable reference 
book on India’s General Elections.

Datanet India Director Dr 
Thukral: “Datanet India was estab-
lished in February 2000 to render 
services in the socio-economic in-
formation domain.

 It is unmatched in providing 
secondary-level socio-economic 
and electoral statistical information 
about India, its states, regions, dis-
tricts and electoral constituencies to 
the global research fraternity since 
the past 17 years through its 700-
plus websites and more than 3,000 
publications.

 Datanet India’sflagship websites 
are Indiastat.com, DistrictsofIndia.
com, ElectionsinIndia.com and 
Datanetindia-ebooks.com.Election-
sinIndia.com offers geospatial analy-
sis of  election results at the town, 
village and booth level through the 
help of GIS maps.”

Panaji, Jan. 13 (IANS): The 
criminal case against BJP 
president Amit Shah should 
be re-opened in view of Fri-
day’s press conference by 
four senior Supreme Court 
judges, Goa Congress state 
president Shantaram Naik 
demanded on Saturday.

In a statement issued 
here, Naik also said, that the 
case related to the death of  
Special CBI judge Brijgopal 
Harkishan Loya should also 

be re-visited.
“The criminal case in 

which the national president 
of  BJP, was one of  the ac-
cused, should be re-opened 
in view of the press confer-
ence held by the four judges 
of  the Supreme Court,” 
Naik said. 

“Similarly, case relating 
to the death of  Brijgopal 
Harkishan Loya, Special 
CBI Investigation judge, in 
suspicious circumstances 

in Nagpur should be re-
visited,” he also said.

“If it is held that the pro-
cedure prescribed for the 
allotment of cases cannot be 
questioned in Parliament, 
then how is that cases decid-
ed by the Government, ex-
ercising its executive powers, 
are admitted by the Supreme 
Court,” Naik asked, call-
ing for a more transparent 
administrative mechanism 
within the apex court.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
With Israel asserting that its 
relationship with India is 
much stronger than one 
vote in the UN, the stage is 
set for for the arrival here 
on Sunday of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin “Bibi” 
Netanyahu on a six-day trip 
to give a fillip to 25 years of  
diplomatic ties between the 
two countries.

This is the first prime 
ministerial visit from Israel 
to India since the visit of  
then Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon. The visit comes 
less than a month after New 
Delhi voted in the UN Gen-
eral Assembly against US 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognise Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital.

However, Israeli Am-
bassador to India Daniel 
Carmon, at a media briefing 
here, set at rest all specula-
tion over this saying, “I think 
the relationship is much 
stronger than one vote in the 
UN here and there.”

He also added: “Some-
times it is India that comes 
to Israel with a request and 
sometimes Israel comes to 
India with a request. We 
cannot always fulfil those 
requests. That is why we are 
two countries, two members 
of the UN.”

B. Bala Bhaskar, Joint 
Secretary (WANA) in the 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
told the media that when 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Netanyahu will sit 
for a bilateral summit here 
on January 15, both sides 
“will be discussing a lot of  
issues”. 

Netanyahu’s visit also 
assumes significance as it 
comes just over six months 
after the visit of  Modi to 
Israel, the first ever Indian 
prime ministerial visit to the 
West Asian nation 

According to Carmon, 
though cooperation in agri-
culture and water were the 
highlights of Modi’s visit to 
Israel in July last year, this 
time innovation will top the 
agenda. 

“Innovation that would, 
you know, touch any of the 
areas in which we cooperate. 
Innovation could be in the 
field of defence, innovation 
could be in the field of agri-
culture, innovation could be 
in the field of IT, of R&D,” 
he said.

 Bhaskar said the ties be-
tween the two countries have 
been expanding in the areas 
of agriculture, water, innova-
tion, entrepreneurship devel-
opment, space, education, 
culture, homeland security 
and defence. He said the 
bilateral commerce between 
the two countries stood at $5 
billion in 2016-17 which did 
not include defence trade.

Apart from the summit-
level meeting, the second 
India-Israel CEOs Forum 
will be held as also a series 
of  other meetings between 

both sides in New Delhi and 
Mumbai during the course 
of the visit. Netanyahu will 
be accompanied by a delega-
tion of 130 Israeli business 
leaders. Asked about the 
status of  the India-Israel 
free trade agreement (FTA), 
Carmon said that “the FTA 
is definitely on our agenda”.

Netanyahu is also sched-
uled to visit a Centre of  
Excellence in Agriculture 
at Vadrad, Gujarat, that has 
been set up with Israeli as-
sistance. Carmon said that 
by the end of  this month, 
there will be 22 centres of  
excellence set up with Israeli 
aid up and running across 
India.

These centres cover ar-
eas like vegetables, citrus 
fruits, dates, mangoes, flow-
ers, beekeeping, he said, add-
ing that “we are now starting 
work on a dairy farm in 
Haryana”.

Netanyahu will also be 
accompanied by Moshe 
Holtzberg, whose parents, 
Rabbi Gavriel and Rivka 
Holtzberg, were killed in the 
2008 Mumbai terror attacks.

Moshe, who was only 
two years old then, will visit 
Chabad House, where his 
parents were killed.

Another major highlight 
of  Netanyahu’s visit will 
be his participation in this 
year’s Raisina Dialogue, 
India’s flagship conference 
on geopolitics and geo-eco-
nomics.

Mumbai, Jan. 13 (IANS): At least four 
people were killed when a Pawan Hans heli-
copter with at least five top ONGC officials 
and two pilots on board crashed shortly after 
take-off from Juhu Airport here on Saturday 
morning, officials said.

A massive sea and aerial search opera-
tion launched by Indian Coast Guard and 
other agencies, had, till this evening, found 
four bodies besides some wreckage of the the 
crashed chopper and life-jackets. 

Indian Coast Guard ship Agrim has 
recovered some bodies, including of  an 
official identified as Pankaj Garg from the 
crash, while a search continues for the other 
missing. 

The ONGC officers - all Deputy General 
Managers, have been identified as Sarvanan-
an, V. K. Babu, Jose Anthony, Garg and P. 
Srinivasan, besides the Pawan Hans pilots 
whose identity is not known yet.

A Coast Guard official said parts of the 
debris of the chopper have been found near 
Uttan Beach in Thane district.

The Dauphin chopper took off at 10.20 
a.m but just 15 minutes later, it suddenly lost 

contact with both the Mumbai ATC and the 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC).

At that time, it was reported to be flying 
around 55 km off  the Mumbai shoreline, 
on a regular sortie to ferry the officers to the 
ONGC’s Bombay High oilfields, around 175 
km northwest from here.

Four Indian Navy ships inclduing water-
jet fast attack craft INS Tarasa, a Boeing P8i 
and a Seaking helicopter joined the search 
operations, while the Coast Guard deployed 
five ships and two Dornier aircraft and two 
helicopters to the crash region for the search 
and rescue operation which continued this 
evening, said an official spokesperson.

 A pall of  gloom descended at Silver 
Square CHS in Kalina, Santacruz east where 
Garg, 50, had been living since 15 years with 
his wife, a minor daughter besides a grown-
up daughter studying in an engineering col-
lege out of Maharashtra. 

“He was a very nice person, a great hu-
man being with a helpful nature. We society 
members are shocked at this sudden trag-
edy,” Joy Francis, the society’s secretary told 
media persons this evening.

New Delhi, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Rahul Gandhi will launch the 
first leg of  his election campaign 
in Karnataka from February 
10-12, with Chief  Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Saturday claim-
ing that there was no anti-in-
cumbency feeling against his 
government and the Congress 
will win a comfortable majority 
in the assembly polls due in a 
few months.

“He (Gandhi) will be address-
ing meetings and interacting with 
various groups of  intellectuals, 
farmers, women and students dur-
ing his visit to Karnataka,” state 
Congress chief G. Parameshwara 
said.

Gandhi decided on the cam-
paign after meeting with party 
leaders from his state, including 
Siddaramaiah, state party unit 
president G. Parameshwara, 
working president Dinesh Gun-
du Rao, Leader of  the Congress 
in the Lok Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge, senior leaders Veer-
appa Moily, K.H. Muniappa, 
Oscar Fernandes and party 
in charge of  Karnataka K.C. 
Venugopal.

“We, senior leaders includ-
ing the KPCC President and 
General Secretary in charge and 

secretaries, are confident that the 
Congress party will come back to 
power on its own with a comfort-
able majority,” Siddaramaiah told 
reporters after the meeting here.

“Rahul Gandhi is very happy 
with the functioning of the gov-
ernment. He is very happy that 
our our government has no anti-
incumbency. He is very happy to 
know that all promises made to 
the people in the (last election) 
manifesto have been fulfilled,” 
Siddaramaiah told reporters 
here.

The Chief  Minister refused 
to apologize for his alleged attack 
on the BJP calling them terrorists. 
He also trashed the BJP campaign 
and its President Amit Shah’s 
description of his government as 
anti-Hindu, saying they had noth-
ing to talk about “and are raising 
irrelevant issues”.

Asked about the BJP’s at-
tack on him on Hindutva issues, 
Siddaramaiah said: “The BJP 
has no issues. They are raising 
irrelevant issues. (Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister) Yogi Adityanath 
is also raising the same issue. 
Amit Shah is also raising the 
same issue. (Prime Minister) 
Narendra Modi may also raise 
the same issue because they have 

no issues there.”
To a question about his al-

leged attack on the BJP and its 
leaders as terrorists, he said: “I did 
not say terrorists. I have only said 
they spread hatred in the name 
of  Hindutva. I said I am also 
a Hindu but a humane Hindu. 
Hindu dharma means humane 
Hindu and not hatred. That is 
Hindutva.”

Asked if he would apologise 
for his remarks as demanded by 
the BJP, he asked “why”.

Venugopal said the leaders 
gave an assurance that they would 
all work united for the success of  
the party in the Assembly elec-
tions.

The meeting came in the 
wake of  a verbal duel between 
Siddaramaiah and Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) President Amit 
Shah. Karnataka is likely to wit-
ness election in April-May.

Siddaramaiah had called the 
BJP and the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) “Hindutva ex-
tremists”, while Shah had termed 
his government in Karnataka 
“anti-Hindu”.

Gandhi had earlier warned 
his party leaders from making 
remarks which are unwarranted 
and personal.

He said he had no ob-
jection to their conducting 
searches because they had 
warrants but questioned the 
ED’s jurisdiction in the mat-
ter.

“The ED has no jurisdic-
tion to investigate (the case) 
under the PMLA. I recorded 
that. Obviously they found 
nothing. They searched bed-
room, kitchen. They found 
nothing. Since they have to 
justify, they came here.

“They took away papers 
related to a statement made 
by the government in 2012-

13 in the case and the back-
ground papers related to 
the case. They took away 
13 loose sheets of  paper. I 
have recorded that. They are 
photocopies of  the statement 
made in parliament.

He said the ED offic-
ers who searched his house 
“were polite” and “were 
quite embarrassed and apol-
ogetic” as they found that 
Karti was not an occupant of  
the Delhi house.

Chidambaram said since 
the ED officials had the 
search warrant he did not 

raise any objections to the 
search.

The ED had in  De-
cember conducted similar 
searches on the premises of  
a relative of  Karti and others 
in this case. Karti is facing a 
probe for his alleged role in 
facilitating the FIPB’s clear-
ance for Mumbai-based INX 
Media when his father was 
the Union Finance Minister.

He is alleged to have re-
ceived Rs 3.5 crore from 
INX media, now 9X Media, 
for helping it get the FIPB 
clearance. 
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Trump gives Iran last waiver, 
Treasury slaps more sanctions

More than 20 injured in protests 
against electoral fraud in Honduras

Welfare, safety of Mugabe 
guaranteed— Zimbabwe president

Police in Chile probe series of 
church attacks ahead of Pope’s visit

Hamas, Islamic Jihad refuse 
to join PLO central meetings

Russian hackers targeting US 
Senate email accounts — Report

Britain’s first woman Sikh MP appointed shadow minister 

Suu Kyi: Army admission of crimes 
against Rohingyas ‘positive’

NEWS IN BRIEF
Cuba, US hold meeting on 
cybersecurity amid setback in ties
Havana, Jan. 13 (IANS): Cuba and the US held a 
closed-door meeting in Washington to strengthen 
cybersecurity cooperation as part of limited government 
contacts since US President Donald Trump set back 
bilateral relations last year. According to Cuba’s Foreign 
Ministry, delegations of  both nations on Friday met 
in the US capital where they “shared views on the 
importance of cooperation in this area” and agreed to 
hold future technical meetings on the topic, Xinhua 
reported. “This meeting falls within the context of the 
law enforcement dialogue, which was established by 
both sides in November 2015,” said a release. The Cuban 
delegation was composed of officials and representatives 
from the Interior Ministry, Foreign Ministry as well as 
Communications Ministry. Washington and Havana 
have reduced their cooperation meetings to a minimum 
after Trump decided to stop thawing ties between the 
two nations. Relations have also been hampered by 
alleged “attacks” on US diplomats in the island nation 
which led to the partial closure of the US embassy in 
Havana and the expulsion of  15 Cuban diplomats in 
Washington. Cuba Tuesday said the US allegation was 
unacceptable and only served to impose an accusation 
without evidence.

26 militants killed in Afghanistan
Kabul, Jan. 13 (IANS): At least 26 armed insurgents 
have been killed and 16 injured since Afghan security 
forces launched operations across the country over the 
past 24 hours, the Defence Ministry said on Saturday 
morning. “The joint Afghan security forces also 
detained three suspected militants and those among 
the killed militants were 13 Islamic State (IS) fighters,” 
the ministry said in a statement, Xinhua news agency 
reported. They also seized weapons and defused several 
roadside bombs and landmines planted by the militants, 
the statement added. Afghan security forces and the 
NATO-led coalition troops have beefed up security 
operations and airstrikes as Taliban militants and IS 
fighters are attempting to take territory and consolidate 
their positions during the winter in the mountainous 
country. The militants responded by armed attacks and 
bombings. On Friday night, five police personnel were 
killed and five others wounded after Taliban attacked 
police checkpoints in Imam Sahib district, Kunduz 
province, district administrative Chief  Mahbubullah 
Sayyedi told Xinhua. 

Turkey dismisses 262 under new decree
Ankara, Jan. 13 (IANS): Turkey announced the 
dismissal of 262 personnel in line with a new statutory 
decree. According to the new decree published on 
Friday in the Official Gazette, 48 personnel were sacked 
from the Turkish Armed Forces, among whom 18 were 
from the land forces and 30 from the Naval forces, 
Xinhua news agency reported. A total of 1,823 people, 
however, were reinstated.  They had been dismissed for 
allegedly using the ByLock app., an encrypted mobile 
phone application used by Gulenists to communicate 
during and after a failed coup attempt on July 15, 2016. 
Fethullah Gulen, a US-based preacher, is accused by 
Ankara of orchestrating the failed coup. The Turkish 
government declared a state of emergency and launched 
a massive crackdown on Gulen’s supporters in the 
aftermath of the coup attempt.

Chinese courts blacklist nearly 9.6 mn 
defaulters
Beijing, Jan. 13 (IANS): More than 9.59 million people 
had been placed on a credit blacklist for defaulting by the 
end of 2017, according to the Supreme People’s Court 
(SPC). Defaulters have been restrained from purchasing 
more than 9.36 million plane tickets and 3.67 million 
high-speed train tickets by the end of 2017, the SPC said, 
Xinhua news agency reported on Saturday. The SPC has 
cooperated with airlines and railway companies to bar the 
people who have defaulted from purchasing tickets, based 
on ID card information and their passports.  Moreover, 
the SPC has worked with banks to reject their loan and 
credit card applications. Courts nationwide had frozen 
deposits totalling more than 180 billion yuan ($27.7 
billion) owned by defaulters, the SPC said. People on 
the blacklist are also restricted from serving as corporate 
representatives or executives.

Turkey issues travel warning for citizens 
visiting US
Ankara, Jan. 13 (IANS): Turkey on Friday issued a 
travel advisory for citizens travelling to the US, urging 
them to consider increasing terror acts and arbitrary 
arrests of  Turkish citizens. “The US has seen an 
apparent increase in terror attacks and violent incidents 
recently,” the warning published on the Foreign 
Ministry’s website said. The warning also pointed to 
the risk of “arbitrary arrests” of Turkish citizens, saying 
judicial decisions could be made by pre-established, 
unfounded claims and slander of  the networks of  
US-based Fethullah Gulen, whom Ankara accuses of  
masterminding the 2016 coup attempt, Xinhua news 
agency reported. Turkey’s travel warning came after 
the US State Department issued a similar warning to its 
citizens on Thursday, urging them to reconsider travel 
to Turkey “due to terrorism and arbitrary detentions” 
under an ongoing state of emergency. Ties between the 
two NATO allies have been strained since the failed 
coup attempt in July 2016, amid the US’s refusal to 
extradite Gulen.

Washington, Jan. 13 (PTI): US 
President Donald Trump today 
decided not to re-impose sanc-
tions on Iran, keeping the 2015 
landmark nuclear deal alive, even 
as his Administration announced 
another round of  tough sanctions 
on 14 individuals and entities of  
the Islamic Republic.

In a background briefing, sen-
ior administration officials said 
this was Trump’s “waiver” on Iran 
whose sanctions were lifted in 2015 
under the landmark nuclear deal 
signed between th Islamic Republic 
and six world powers.

“He intends to work with our 
European partners on some kind 
of  follow-on agreement that en-
shrines certain triggers that the 
Iranian regime cannot exceed 
related to ballistic missiles, related 
to nuclear breakout period... to 
inspection and that would have no 

sunset clause,” the official said.
“If  the president can get that 

agreement that meets his objectives 
and that never expires, that as he 
said in his October Iran strategy 
speech that denies Iran all paths to 
a nuclear weapon, but forever, not 
for 10 years or any other shorter 
period of  time, he would be open 
to remaining in such a modified 
deal,” said another administration 
official.

Issuing designations for 14 
individuals and entities, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the 
US will not stand by while the Ira-
nian regime continues to engage in 
human rights abuses and injustice.

“We are targeting the Iranian 
regime, including the head of Iran’s 
judiciary, for its appalling mistreat-
ment of  its citizens, including those 
imprisoned solely for exercising 
their right to freedom of  peaceful 

assembly, and for censoring its own 
people as they stand up in protest 
against their government,” he said.

Among those included are 
Iran and China-based procure-
ment network, Chinese national 
Shi Yuhua, two Iranian defence 
industry firm Helicopter Support 
and Renewal Company and Iran 
Aircraft Industries, Malaysia-based 
Green Wave Telecommunication 
and Iranian Motes Razavi, Iran’s 
Supreme Council for Cyberspace 
and Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps Electronic Warfare and Cy-
ber Defense Organisation.

“This includes its human rights 
abuses and censorship of  protest-
ers, including those held in Iranian 
prisons, as well as their continued 
developments of  threatening weap-
ons systems,” the official said.

The nuclear deal between Iran 
and six world powers - the US, 

UK, Russia, France, China, and 
Germany calls upon Iran not to 
undertake any activity related to 
ballistic missiles designed to be 
capable of  delivering nuclear weap-
ons, including launches using such 
ballistic missile technology.

He accused Iran of  commit-
ting “multiple violations” and 
promised to work with Congress 
to “address the deal’s many seri-
ous flaws”.

According to the senior admin-
istration official, Trump’s decision 
is to waive once more the nuclear 
sanctions that the terms of  the 
JCPOA require the US to waive in 
order to remain in the deal.

He, however, has continued to 
follow the example of  his predeces-
sor Barack Obama in regularly 
signing sanctions waivers so that 
US economic measures against 
Tehran do not “snap back.” 

Tegucigalpa,  Jan.  13 
(IANS): More than 20 
people, including civilians 
and security personnel, 
were injured during pro-
tests against the alleged 
electoral fraud in the Hon-
duras, officials said.

The coalition Opposi-
tion Alliance against the 
Dictatorship, led by Salva-
dor Nasralla, has alleged 
electoral fraud in the No-
vember 26, 2017 presidential 
elections which saw incum-
bent Juan Orlando Hernan-
dez declared the winner, Efe 
news reported.

The country’s Secretariat 
of  Security informed in a 
statement that 17 members 
of  the security forces were 
hurt during the protests on 
Friday, which were initially 
peaceful, but culminated 
in a face-off  between the 
protesters and the security 
forces close to the Presiden-
tial Palace.

Six civilians were also 
injured and admitted to the 
Hospital Escuela Universi-
tario, said a hospital official, 
who added that none of the 
cases were serious and they 
would be discharged soon.

Thousands of  people 
participated in the protests 
-- including Nasralla and 
former President Manuel 
Zelaya, who was deposed 
in a coup in 2009 -- and 
lawmaker Jari Dixon of the 
Liberty and Refoundation 

Harare, Jan. 13 (IANS): Zimbabwean 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
briefed Angolan President Joao Lourenco 
on the recent political developments in Zim-
babwe and assured him that the welfare and 
safety of former President Robert Mugabe 
are guaranteed.

Mnangagwa also assured Lourenco that 
general elections due this year will be held 
on schedule. Citing a report of the state-run 
media New Ziana, Xinhua reported that 
Mnangagwa met Lourenco in Luanda, 
Angola. In an interview after the meeting, 
Mnangagwa said he explained to his coun-
terpart the recent events in Zimbabwe.

“It was an excellent meeting, I came 
to Luanda to brief  my senior, President 
Lourenco, about the transition that has tak-
en place in Zimbabwe,” Mnangagwa said.

Lourenco is also the current Chairper-
son of the Southern African Development 

Community’s Organ for Politics, Defence 
and Security. Mnangagwa said that the elec-
tions would be held as scheduled, effectively 
quashing claims that the new administra-
tion was seeking a postponement.

On the welfare of former President Mu-
gabe, Mnangagwa said the new government 
was determined to preserve his rich legacy.

“We had this transition peacefully and 
the former President Mugabe is very safe, 
we will look after him, we will care for him. 
He is our founding father of the nation, he 
is our revolutionary icon and we are deter-
mined to preserve his legacy.

“Those criminals who (had) surrounded 
him, the transition has been able to remove 
them from positions of influence.” Mnan-
gagwa said.

Mnangagwa and Lourenco also dis-
cussed several bilateral issues, particularly 
economic and trade relations. 

Santiago, Jan. 13 (IANS): Chilean 
authorities are investigating a series 
of  attacks and threatening incidents 
at churches in the Santiago metro 
area ahead of  Pope Francis’ three-
day visit.

Members of  the national police 
force’s Police Special Operations 
Group (GOPE) were deployed 
to the municipality of  Estacion 
Central after a bomb was found 
on Friday inside the Jesus Maestro 
church, the latest of  five incidents, 
Efe news reported.

Although that home-made de-
vice did not detonate, the targeting 
of  five churches in a short span has 
sparked concern among authori-
ties three days before the pontiff ’s 
arrival.

Carabineros said a barrel of  
flammable liquid and pamphlets 
denouncing the Pope’s visit, which 
is scheduled for January 15-18, 
also were found at the latest crime 
scene.

Three bombs exploded early on 
Friday in Catholic churches in the 
municipalities of  Recoleta, Peñalo-
len and Estacion Central, while a 
fourth was found outside a church 
in the capital.

“Pope Francis, the next bombs 

will be in your cassock,” a pam-
phlet found in one of  the churches 
read. Prosecutors suspect the so-
called Lautaro Youth Movement, 
which allegedly carried out similar 
attacks on political offices in No-
vember and December, in the lead-
up to the December 17 presidential 
runoff, also is behind these latest 
incidents.

In an interview with Oasis 
radio, President Michelle Bache-
let described the attacks as “very 
strange,” while the Archdiocese of  
Santiago said they “run counter to 
the spirit of  peace inspired by the 
pope’s visit.”

President-elect Sebastian Piñera 
also condemned the attacks on 
Twitter as driven by “hatred and 
intolerance” and urged Chileans to 
receive Pope Francis with joy and 
in peace.

Separately, members of  the 
“Andha Chile” movement of  mort-
gage debtors protested at the Apos-
tolic Nunciature, where the pontiff  
will stay while in Santiago.

The pope, who was born in 
neighbouring Argentina, also will 
make stops in the northern Chilean 
city of  Iquique and the southern 
city of  Temuco during his visit.

Gaza, Jan. 13 (IANS): Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad movement 
leaders has said that they won’t 
attend the two-day meetings of  
the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO) Central Council 
scheduled for next week.

Qatar-based Musa Abu Ma-
ezooq, a member of  Hamas 
politburo, tweeted that his Islamic 
group has decided not to join 
the meetings that will be held 
in Ramallah on Sunday and 
Monday.

One senior Islamic Jihad of-
ficial told Xinhua on condition 
of anonymity that his movement 
had officially informed the coun-
cil of its intention not to join the 
meetings. The two Islamic groups 
are not part of  the Palestinian 
(National) Authority or the PLO, 
as they have been violently op-

posing the peace process and the 
Oslo peace accords signed be-
tween Israel and the PLO in 1993.

The Islamic Jihad official said 
his group and Hamas agreed that 
their participation in the meetings 
won’t bring any benefits to the 
two groups and that the results 
of  the council meetings will be 
less than expectations, Xinhua 
reported. The upcoming PLO 
central council will discuss the 
consequences of the US President 
Donald Trump’s declaration of  
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

Palestinian sources said the 
council will also discuss the in-
ternal Palestinian reconciliation 
between Hamas and President 
Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah Party, 
as well as Palestinian strategies 
toward the US and Israel policies 
over Jerusalem.

San Francisco, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
A hacking group allegedly 
associated with the Russian 
government is actively target-
ing the US Senate’s internal 
email system since June 2017, 
a cyber security firm claimed 
on Saturday.

According to Japanese cy-
bersecurity firm Trend Micro, 
this is the same group that 
hacked into the Democratic 
National Committee (DNC) 
in 2016.

The hackers’ activities be-
gan in June 2017 when they 
attempted to compromise a 
lawmaker’s credentials through 
a phishing site designed to look 
like the Senate’s internal email 
system. 

“Beginning in June 2017, 
phishing sites were set up mim-
icking the ADFS (Active Direc-
tory Federation Services) of  the 
US Senate. 

By looking at the digital 
fingerprints of  these phishing 
sites and comparing them with 
a large data set that spans al-
most five years, we can uniquely 
relate them to a couple of ‘Pawn 
Storm’ incidents in 2016 and 

2017,” the security company 
said in a blog post. 

“The real ADFS server of  
the U.S. Senate is not reachable 
on the open internet, however 
phishing of users’ credentials on 
an ADFS server that is behind a 
firewall still makes sense. 

In case an actor already has 
a foothold in an organization 
after compromising one user ac-
count, credential phishing could 
help him get closer to high pro-
file users of  interest,” it added.

Trend Micro’s report fo-
cuses on the efforts of  a hacking 
group called “Pawn Storm” -- 
“an extremely active espionage 
actor group” more commonly 
known as “Fancy Bear”. 

Cybersecurity firm Crowd-
Strike has deemed the group a 
“Russian-based threat actor” 
with likely ties to Russian mili-
tary intelligence, Tech Crunch 
reported.

Earlier this week, Buzz-
Feed News said that “Fancy 
Bear” released a set of  emails 
between International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) employees 
and third parties discussing the 
Russian doping conspiracy.

The leaks were apparently 
done in a retaliation for the de-
cision taken in December 2017, 
to bar Russia from participating 
in the Games in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea by the IOC.

According to cybersecurity 
firm ThreatConnect, a group 
with the same name “Fancy 
Bear” had used the same web-
site and the same format to 
publish documents in 2016 
that had been hacked from the 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) in response to that 
agency’s finding that hundreds 
of  Russian athletes had taken 
banned substances.

Last year, Trend Micro re-
ported that “Fancy Bear” group 
was behind the “massive and 
coordinated” attack on the cam-
paign of  French President-elect 
Emmanuel Macron.

It is the same group that is 
blamed for attacking the Demo-
cratic party shortly before the 
US election.

A Russian hacker claimed 
in December that he can prove 
he hacked the DNC networks 
on the orders of  Russia’s Fed-
eral Security Service (FSB).

London, Jan. 13 (PTI): Preet Kaur 
Gill, Britain’s first woman Sikh MP, 
has been elevated to the Shadow 
Cabinet by the Opposition Labour 
party leader Jeremy Corbyn.

The Shadow Cabinet is the 
team of  senior parliamentarians 
chosen by the Leader of  the Op-
position to mirror the Cabinet in 
Government.

Each member is appointed to 
lead on a specific policy area for 
their party and to question and 
challenge their counterpart in the 
Cabinet. In this way, the Opposition 
seeks to present itself as an alterna-
tive government-in-waiting.

Gill, 44, won her Birmingham 
Edgbaston seat for the Labour party 
in the June 8 snap polls last year.

In July, she was elected to the 
Home Affairs Select Committee in 
the British Parliament.

She was promoted to the post of  
shadow minister for international 

development in Corbyn’s New Year 
reshuffle of  what he brands as a 
“government-in-waiting”.

 Parliament must reflect the 
people it serves,” Gill had said at the 
time of her election.

Since then, she has a busy ten-
ure, being elected to the influential 
Home Affairs Select Committee 
the cross-party parliamentary 
panel that examines the workings 
of  the UK Home Office. Gill is 
also the chair of the All Party Par-
liamentary Group for British Sikhs.

Her appointment was an-
nounced alongside that of  Clive 
Lewis as shadow treasury minister. 
Lewis had resigned as the shadow 
business minister in February last 
year over wanting a vote against 
the European Union (Notification 
of Withdrawal) Bill and was one of  
52 rebel MPs to defy Labour party 
orders to back the bill in a Parlia-
ment vote.

He was also accused in a sexual 
harassment scandal but cleared of  
wrongdoing by the party late last 
year.

Others who moved up to the 
frontbenches of  the Opposition 
include Jack Dromey as the shadow 
minister for pensions and Karen 
Lee as shadow minister for fire.

“Pleased to make appointments 
to strengthen Labour’s frontbench 
which is a government-in-waiting. 
I look forward to working with 
them holding the Tories to account, 
developing our policies to transform 
our country and preparing to form 
a government for the many, not the 
few,” Corbyn said in a statement.

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May had announced a reshuffle of  
her top team earlier this year, lead-
ing to the appointment of three new 
Indian-origin MPs -- Rishi Sunak, 
Suella Fernandes and Shailesh Vara 
-- to junior ministerial posts.

Bangkok, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the de 
facto leader of Myanmar, on 
Saturday said that admission 
by the country’s Army that 
it has participated in crimes 
against the Rohingyas is a 
positive step.

Suu Kyi’s statement 
comes after the country’s 
Army, for the first time on 
Wednesday, admitted that it 
carried out extrajudicial kill-
ings of a group of Rohing-
yas, whose bodies had been 
discovered in a mass grave in 
the Rakhine State in western 
Myanmar.

The acknowledgment is 
an indication that the coun-
try is ready to own responsi-
bility for any breaches in rule 
of  law, said Suu Kyi, after 
meeting Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Kano, Efe 
news reported quoting the 
state media.

Soldiers and local res-
idents from the majority 
Buddhist community had 
killed 10 members of  the 
Rohingyas, a Muslim mi-
nority community, believing 
them to be members of the 
rebel Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army, according to 
a statement released by the 
commission charged with 

investigating the crime.
The commission said 

the soldiers and civilians im-
plicated have confessed and 
will be put on trial.

The killings took place 
on September 2, 2017 in the 
village of Inn Din, situated 
to the north of  Sittwe, the 
capital of the state.

On August 25, the My-
anmar Army had launched 
a military offensive af-
ter Rohingya rebels had 
mounted a series of  attacks 
on multiple government 
posts.

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Zeid bin Ra’ad Zeid 
al-Hussein had decribed the 
offensive -- that led to the 
exodus of  around 650,000 
Rohingyas to neighbor-
ing Bangladesh -- as ethnic 
cleansing.

Myanmar does not con-
sider the Rohingyas to be cit-
izens, treating them mostly 
as Bangladeshi immigrants 
and imposing many restric-
tions on them, including on 
their freedom of movement 
within the country.

(Libre) party was also hurt 
as they turned violent.

According to the Secre-
tariat of Security, there were 
several incidents of vandal-
ism, and businesses in the 
area were damaged.

Nasralla, who withdrew 
from the scene once the 
first round of  tear gas was 
launched, said that those 
who have caused damage 
are infiltrators from the gov-
erning National Party of  
Honduras.

He does not recognize 
the result declared by the 

Supreme Electoral Court, 
which on December 17 
declared Hernandez to be 
the victor, and assures that 
he was the winner. Before 
the protests turned violent, 
Nasralla told reporters that 
Friday’s protests were a re-
hearsal of  what was going 
to happen from January 20, 
until the “dictator” resigns.

He added that with the 
support of  the people, he 
will assume power on Janu-
ary 27, the date when Hern-
andez is officially scheduled 
to be inaugurated.
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Cinema brings nations together— Amitabh Bachchan
Megastar Amitabh Bachchan says he feels proud of the fact that 
cinema has the power to bring nations together. “French Ambassador 
invites me to Bonjour India a Ballet performance... American Con Gen 
invites me for tea to meet ex Ambassador... Ambassadors/ Con Gen of  
Japan, Australia, Israel and Pakistan visit and pay social calls. Honoured 
that Cinema brings nations together,” Bachchan tweeted. The 75-year-
old actor is currently busy filming his upcoming movie “Thugs of  
Hindostan”. The Yash Raj Films project, directed by Vijay Krishna 
Acharya, also stars Aamir Khan, Katrina Kaif and Fatima Sana 
Sheif. (PTI)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150HILL STAR 

11.30 am, 8 pm: 1921  
(Hindi)horror  5pm:  JUMANJI  (Eng) 2D

2pm: TIGER ZINDA 
HAI (Hindi) 

Movie Schedule

A
ctress Ashley Judd, 
who is a longtime 
advocate of women’s 
rights and sexual 
assault victims, 

has called actor James Franco’s 
response to sexual misconduct 
allegations “terrific”.

Judd told Stephen Sackur, host 
of “HARDtalk”, that she was 
pleased with Franco’s response to 
accusations he had acted inap-
propriately towards a number of  
women in the past, reports people.
com.

“I think that what James said 
is terrific. And I think that we have 
all behaved, at a certain level, un-
consciously, and done things that 
were insensitive, inappropriate, 
without necessarily understanding 
that they were,” Judd said.

“I mean, we have all operated 
with a certain amount of tone 
deafness, and I like the culpability, 

and we have to have restorative 
justice.

“This is about men and 
women being all together and 
having a more equitable and 
just workplace, home life, social 
spaces. I mean, we know that 
when women are empowered in 
the workplace and are in decision-
making positions that workplaces 
have better financial outcomes and 
there’s less harassment when there 
is more diversity,” she added.

And it takes that kind of  
“individual accountability to 
collectively make the change on a 
large scale”.

Controversy around Franco 
started to erupt on January 7, 
when he appeared at the Golden 
Globes and two women accused 
him of sexual misconduct and in-
appropriate behaviour on Twitter. 

Then an article published in 
the Los Angeles Times on Janu-

ary 11, five women accused the 
actor of abusing his power as 
an acting teacher and men-
tor in a sexually exploitative 
manner.

Franco’s attorney, Michael 
Plonsker, denied each of the 
women’s allegations, and cited 
Franco’s comments on “The 
Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert” as his formal denial.

“Look, in my life I pride my-
self on taking responsibility for 
things that I have done,” Franco 
told Colbert. 

“I have to do that to maintain 
my well being. The things that I 
heard that were on Twitter are not 
accurate. But I completely support 
people coming out and being able 
to have a voice because they didn’t 
have a voice for so long. So I don’t 
want to shut them down in any 
way.”

A source told people.com: 

“He’s 
in a 
re- ally bad 
place. His close friends 
are trying to be there for him but 
it’s been hard - he’s only talking to 
a select group of people. For now, 
he’s just hiding out.”

IANS

S
inger Chris Brown could be 
charged after failing to get a per-
mit for his pet capuchin monkey, 
Fiji.

The 28-year-old singer 
received some backlash in December last 
year after sharing a post on Instagram of  
his daughter Royalty with Fiji.

California Fish and Wildlife officials 
told eonline.com that within a day-and-a-
half of Brown sharing the post on social 
media, they received “a dozen or so tips on 
the incident”.

It is illegal in the state of California to 
have a monkey without a permit and Cali-
fornia Fish and Wildlife verified from their 
records that Brown or anyone associated 
with his property did not have a permit for 
the monkey.

California Fish and Wildlife got a 
search warrant for the property and 
Brown cooperated with authori-
ties and had someone from his 
camp turn over Fiji.

The case will be 
forwarded to the Los 
Angeles City Attorney 
for the next step of the 
process. 

A spokesperson 
for the Los Angeles 
City Attorney’s of-
fice said that there 
was “no informa-
tion at this time”.

TMZ reports 
that Brown 
could be charged 
with “having a 
restricted species 
without a per-
mit”, which is 
a misdemeanor 
and could mean 
six months maxi-
mum in jail.

However, his attorney Mark Geragos 
told eonline.com: “We are confident that 
the City Attorney has more 
press- ing problems 
than monkey 

business.”
IANS

T
he British 
singer-songwrit-
er has admitted 
on his website 
that he and the 

Jamaican-American rap-
per got together last year 
“to jam and create music 
that reflects their mutual 
love of Jamaica, its music, 
people and culture” and, 
as a result of their time in 
the studio, they’ve come 
up with some “Caribbean-
flavoured songs.”

The pair’s first single 
‘Don’t Make Me Wait’ is 
set for release on February 
2 and, although fans may 
find it hard to envision 
their voices together, 
Sting - whose real name is 
Gordon Matthew Thomas 
Sumner - is adamant they 
have “a lot in common.”

Speaking to the New 
York Post newspaper Page 
Six column, he said: “We 
have a lot in common. 
We’re both married to 
very strong women. We 
both come from small is-
lands that used to belong 
to the queen. And we 
like each other. We like 
each other’s voices and 
music and vibe. We’re like 

kindred spirits.”
The duo debuted their 

new single in Jamaica 
last week at a Shaggy and 
Friends charity concert 
raising money for Bus-
tamante Hospital for 
Children.

Meanwhile, the ‘Shape 
of My Heart’ hitmaker - 
who found fame with The 
Police in the 70s - still has 
so much work he wants to 
do before he dies.

He said: “There’s a 
child in all of us that looks 
at cultural icons and goes, 
‘How could they die?’ 
Because we’ve invested this 

sort of godlike immortality 
to them. 50,000 is from the 
point of view of someone 
who’s been there watching 
his friends die and facing 
his mortality.

“Mortality is some-
thing that once accepted, 
it’s not morbid. If anything, 
it makes your life richer - at 
least, that’s the philosophy 
I’m developing as I speak 
to you. I’m not ready to die 
at all; I’ve still got work to 
do. But an acceptance of  
it for all of us is a useful 
thing, because that’s the 
reality.”

femalefirst.co.uk

“H
arry Potter” 
star Daniel 
Radcliffe 
has broken 
his silence 

on the controversy surrounding 
the casting of actor Johnny Depp 
in “Fantastic Beasts” movies.

Radcliffe opened up about his 
thought on the casting backlash, 
which was first sparked after 
Depp was accused of abusing his 
ex-wife Amber Heard during their 
marriage, reports ew.com.

Addressing the criticism that 

writer J.K. Rowling, director 
David Yates and studio Warner 
Bros. have faced in keeping Depp 
as the titular villain in “Fantastic 
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindel-
wald”, Radcliffe said: “It’s very 
hard thing for me.” 

The Harry Potter depicter 
went on saying that the producers 
were the ones who “gave me a 
great start in life and an amazing 
job”. 

He said: “I can see why 
people are frustrated with the 
response that they were given 

from that. 
“I’m not saying anything that 

anybody hasn’t already said -- and 
this is a weird analogy to draw -- 
(but) in the NFL, there are lots of  
players arrested for smoking weed 
and there is other people’s behav-
ior that goes way beyond that and 
it’s tolerated because they’re very 
famous players.” 

“I suppose the thing I was 
struck by was, we did have a 
guy who was reprimanded for 
weed on the (original ‘Potter’) 
film, essentially, so obviously 

what Johnny has been accused 
of is much greater than that,” he 
added. 

Radcliffe was referring to 
Jamie Waylett, the actor who 
played Hogwarts bully Vincent 
Crabbe, who was dropped from 
the final Potter film, “Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows: Part 
II”, after he was arrested for grow-
ing marijuana plants in 2009. 

“Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald” is due out in the 
United States on November 16.

IANS
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Leonardo DiCaprio to star in 
Tarantino’s Manson movie

Liam Neeson defends Dustin 
Hoffman, gets slammed

H
ollywood star Leonar-
do DiCaprio is finally 
set to star in Quentin 
Tarantino’s Manson 
movie, which will 

reteam the actor and director from 
2012’s “Django Unchained”.

The new film, Tarantino’s ninth 
as director, already has an August 
9, 2019 release date.

DiCaprio will play an ageing, 
out-of-work actor in the film. Mar-
got Robbie, meanwhile, is being 
eyed for the role of Sharon Tate, 
reported Variety.

The movie is set in the 1969 Los 
Angeles during the summer of the 
Manson murders.

The release date coincides 
with the 50th anniversary of Tate’s 
murder at the hands of the Manson 
family.

The project will also 
mark DiCaprio’s first 
since winning the Oscar 
in 2016 for his perform-
ance in Alejandro G 

Inarritu’s “The 
Revenant.” 

As reported 
earlier, Tom 
Cruise and 
Brad Pitt have 
been circling 
the project 
with DiCap-
rio for what is 
known to be 
“two meaty” 
male roles.

The film is 
being produced 
by Harry Potter’s 
David Heyman, 
Tarantino and Shan-
non McIntosh.

PTI

L
iam Neeson 
has defended 
veteran actor 
Dustin Hoff-
man, saying 

that the campaign against 
sexual harassment in Hol-
lywood is becoming “a bit 
of a witch hunt”.

Hoffman has been 
accused of sexual miscon-
duct by multiple women 
he worked with. The actor 
had offered an apology 
to the first woman, who 
interned on the set of his 
1985 TV film “Death of a 
Salesman.” In a statement, 
he said the behaviour was 
“not reflective of who 
I am.” But he has not 
commented on the other 
accusations.

In an interview with 
an Irish talk show, Neeson 
said, “There is a bit of a 
witch hunt happening, 
too. There’s some people, 
famous people, being sud-

denly accused of touch-
ing some girl’s knee or 
something, and sudden-
ly they’re being dropped 
from their program or 
something.” 

Neeson specifically 
spoke about the allega-

tions against Garrison 
Keillor, who was fired 
last year from Minnesota 
Public Radio for “inappro-
priate behaviour”.

He said he was “on 
the fence” in relation 

to some of the allegations 
that have emerged against 
Hoffman and appeared to 
dismiss breast groping as 
“childhood stuff”.

“The Dustin Hoffman 
thing, I’m on the fence 
about that.

Because when you’re 
doing a play and you’re 
with your family, other 
actors, technicians, you do 
silly things. You do silly 
things and it becomes kind 
of superstitious; if you 
don’t do it every night you 
think it s going to jinx the 
show.

“I think Dustin Hoff-
man was... I’m not saying 
I’ve done similar things like 
what he did. Apparently, 
he touched another girl’s 
breast and stuff. But it’s 
childhood stuff what he 
was doing,” Neeson said.

Neeson, however, 
acknowledged that the 
wider movement against 
harassment was “healthy” 
as it is not just confined to 
show business.

“There is a movement 
happening. It’s healthy and 
it’s across every industry. 
The focus seems to be on 
Hollywood at the minute. 
But it’s across every 
industry. “I’m a UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador, 
and a very proud one.

And I get sent facts and 
figures and stuff. And if  
you read the stuff I’ve read 
about how female labour-

ers are being treated in 
farms, ranches, and 

all the rest of it, it’s 
chilling,” Neeson 

said.
PTI
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Novak Djokovic

Mohammed Azharuddin

Zinedine Zidane

Lance Stephenson finished with 16 points and 11 rebounds for the Pacers who improved to 22-20 on the 
season with a 97-95 win over the Cleveland Cavaliers.
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New Zealand’s Trent Boult (R) celebrates bowling Pakistan’s Rumman Raees ending the Pakistan innings 
with team mate Mitchell Santner during the third one day interna onal cricket match against Pakistan at 
the University Oval in Dunedin on Jan. 13.

Boult destroys Pakistan as 
New Zealand take series

Djokovic looks forward to trying 
out ‘new serve’ at Australian Open

Azharuddin to take legal 
action against HCA officials

I-League: Aizawl clinch easy win over Chennai

U-19 World Cup: Afghans, Kiwis star on opening day

Zidane slams media 
coverage of Real Madrid

Pacers rally past Cavs; road Warriors extend streak

Dunedin (New Zealand), 
Jan. 13 (AFP): A wither-
ing spell by Trent Boult 
saw New Zealand destroy 
Pakistan by 183 runs in the 
third one-day international 
in Dunedin on Saturday to 
comfortably wrap up the 
series in Dunedin.

New Zealand have won 
all three matches so far and 
captain Kane Williamson 
said the target is a clean 
sweep of all five ODIs.

Boult rocked Pakistan 
with three wickets in five 
balls to take out the cream 
of their top order on his way 
to figures of five for 17.

A f t e r  N e w  Z e a -
land made 257 batting 
first,boosted by 11 in the 
final over before Boult was 
dismissed on the last ball, 
Pakistan were all out for 74 
in the 28th.

“It was a big game for 
us. We wanted to get the 
series done,” said man of  
the match Boult.

“To score only 250 on 
the board we knew we had 
to fight hard and to come 
out like that was very sat-
isfying.”

Williamson said the 
target now was to remain 
unbeaten.

“That’s the focus. The 

focus is trying to win each 
game. The guys were smart 
today and that’s something 
we pride ourselves on,” he 
said.

“It was a fantastic per-
formance all round. Trent 
was outstanding getting five.

Pakistan had slumped 
to eight for 32 in the 19th 
over and threatened two 
unwanted records -- the low-
est ODI score of 35, held by 

Zimbabwe, and Pakistan’s 
own lowest score of 43.

Sarfraz Ahmed (14 not 
out), Mohammad Amir 
(14) and Rumman Raees 
(16) added 42 for the last 
two wickets but Sarfraz saw 
serious problems with the 
top order batting.

“It was very disappoint-
ing, a tough loss,” he said.

“Our bowlers bowled 
very well but the problems 

continue with the batting 
which again flopped. The 
problem is (facing) the new 
ball.”

Boult removed Azhar 
Ali, Fakhar Zaman and 
Mohammad Hafeez in the 
space of  five balls to put 
Pakistan in a hole they were 
never going to get out of.

After 10 overs, the tour-
ists were three down for just 
nine runs and while they 

Whangarei (New Zea-
land), Jan. 13 (IANS): Af-
ghanistan’s five-wicket win 
over fellow south Asians 
Pakistan and New Zea-
land’s eight-wicket thrash-
ing of defending champions 
West Indies were the high-
lights ofthe opening day 
of  the ICC U-19 Cricket 
World Cup on Saturday.

Opting to bat, Paki-
stan suffered early setbacks 
when Afghanistan captain 
Naveen-ul-Haq struck with 
the new ball to reduce the 
two-time champions to 
23/2 in the Group D match 
here. 

Opener Rohail Nazir 
and Ali Zaryab put together 
a third wicket partnership 
of 88 runs in an attempt to 
bring the Pakistan innings 
back on track. 

Nazir scored 81 runs 
off  105 balls while Zaryab 
notched up 30 off  58 de-
liveries. But once the duo 
were dismissed, the other 

Pakistan batsmen could not 
consolidate on the stand.

M e d i u m  p a c e r 
Azmatul l lah Omarzai 
and spinner Qais Ahmad 
grabbed three wickets each 
as Afghanistan showed that 
they are capable of  upset-
ting leading sides and the 
team to watch out for in 
Group D, which also con-
tains Sri Lanka and Ireland.

“They bowled and 
batted really well. They 
outclassed us in every de-
partment, especially in the 
first innings. The pitch was 
pretty good to bat on but the 
way they bowled was tough 
for us,” Pakistan captain 
Hassan Khan was quoted as 
saying by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) after 
the match.

Meanwhile in Tauran-
ga, New Zealand started 
their campaign on a re-
sounding note when they 
completely outclassed the 
defending champions in the 

opening match of Group A. 
Top order batsman Finn 

Allen did a starred with an 
unbeaten 115 as the hosts 
overhauled the target of  
234 runs with more than 10 
overs to spare. 

Asked to bat first, the 
West Indies produced 233/8 
in their 50 overs. They had 
were gifted a good start by 
openers Keagan Simmons 
and Kimani Melius, who 
added 123 runs between 
them.

Simmons remained un-
beaten on 92 while Melius 
scored 78.

However, the defending 
champions were restricted 
by some tight bowling later 
on as leg-spinner Rachin 
Ravindra and pacer Mat-
thew Fisher picked up three 
wickets each for the Kiwis.

Ravindra and Fisher 
had figures of  3/30 and 
3/61 respectively while leg-
spinner Felix Murray re-
turned 2/37.

New Zealand coasted 
home in 39.3 overs with Ja-
kob Bhula also notching up 
83, leaving Windies captain 
Emmanuel Stewart disap-
pointed.

“I thought the effort of  
the opening batsmen was 
not supplemented. I also 
thought we did not use the 
new ball well enough be-
cause we needed some early 
wickets,” Stewart said.

In other matches on the 
day, Bangladesh and Zim-
babwe also won their re-
spective matches in Group 
C. 

However,  both the 
matches, which were held 
in Christchurch, were re-
duced to 20-over affairs due 
to rain. 

Bangladesh defeated 
Namibia by 87 runs while 
Zimbabwe crushed Papua 
New Guinea by 10 wickets. 

Brief scores: 
Pakistan: 188 in 47.4 

overs (Rohail Nazir 81, 

Ali Zaryab 30; Azmatullah 
Omarzai 3/34, Qais Ah-
mad 3/38, Naveen-ul-Haq 
2/30) 

vs Afghanistan: 194/5 
in 47.3 overs (Darwish Ra-
sool 76 not out, Ikram Ali 
46; Hassan Khan 2/45)

West Indies: 233/8 in 
50 overs (Keagan Simmons 
92 not out, Kimani Melius 
78; Rachin Ravindra 3/30, 
Matthew Fisher 3/61) vs 

New Zealand: 234/2 in 
39.3 overs (Finn Allen 115 
not out, Jakob Bhula 83).

Bangladesh: 190/4 in 
20 overs (Mohammad Saif  
Hassan 84, Naim Sheikh 
60) vs Namibia: 103/6 in 20 
overs (Eben van Wyk 55 not 
out; Hasan Mahmud 2/12, 
Qazi Onik 2/14)

Papua New Guinea: 95 
in 20 overs (Igo Mahuru 26; 
Wesseley Madevere 3/19) 
vs Zimbabwe: 98/0 in 14 
overs (Wesseley Madevere 
53 not out, Gregory Dollar 
48 not out)

Aizawl, Jan. 13 (IANS): Defend-
ing champions Aizawl FC blanked 
Chennai City FC 2-0 in an I-League 
match at the Rajiv Gandhi Stadium 
here on Saturday.

Japanese striker Yugo Kobayas-
hi (26th minute) and David Lalrin-
muana (32nd) scored a goal apiece 
in the first half  to help Aizawl gar-
ner their fourth win of the ongoing 
season.

The hosts thus held on the sixth 
spot with 13 points from seven 
matches. 

Chennai continue to be at the 
eighth spot with nine points from 
10 matches.

The defending champions made 
four changes from the side that lost 
to Mohun Bagan in their last match 
as K. Lalthathanga, Leonce Dodoz, 
Lalramhmunmawia and William 
Lalnunfela were re-
placed by Lalrosan-
ga, Yugo Kobayashi, 
David Lalrinmuana 
and Albert Zohming-
mawia. 

Chennai City’s 
head coach V. Soundarajan made 
only a single change as French 
striker Jean Michael Joachim was 
included in the starting XI in place 
of Murilo Almeida. 

Aizawl started on a positive 
note, pressing hard on their op-
ponents. 

Midfield star David Rinmuana, 
who returned after recovering from 

a minor injury, 
proved vital for 
the hosts as he 
earned a penalty 
when he  was 
brought down 
inside the pen-

alty box by Chennai’s Kyrgyz 
defender Shumeiko in the 24th 
minute. 

Kobayashi stepped to calmly 
slot the ball into the back of the net 

and notch up his third goal of  the 
season.

Chennai, who stunned Kol-
kata giants Mohun Bagan before 
holding Shillong Lajong in chilly 
weather, did little to halt Aizawl’s 
free-flowing game and their key 
player Soosairaj could hardly make 
any impact on the hosts’ defence. 

David outfoxed the Chennai 
defence again when he scored 
Aizawl’s second goal. David’s shot 
from just outside the box hit the 
woodwork after a huge deflection. 
Chennai goalkeeper Poljanec dived 
the right way but the ball ricocheted 
off  his arm to enter the goal.

Madrid, Jan. 13 (IANS): 
Real Madrid coach Zine-
dine Zidane said media cov-
erage of  his football squad 
emphasises the negative 
because that “sells more.”

Zidane’s remarks came 
two days after his team drew 
at home against second-tier 
Numancia in the second leg 
of their Copa del Rey round 
of 16 tie, though the Blan-
cos won 5-2 on aggregate, 
reports Efe.

“I’m tired of  hearing 
about how badly we’re play-
ing,” the Frenchman said 
ahead of  a La Liga match 
against Villarreal on Friday. 

“I’m going to look at 
the positives in my team 
because from the media 
perspective it’s very easy to 
say everything’s wrong, but 
you know it’s not that way, 
because not everything is 
negative.”

Real Madrid, the de-
fending La Liga champi-
ons, are currently fourth, 16 
points behind leaders Bar-
celona. Shrugging off  criti-
cism, Zidane stressed that 
the Blancos remain alive 
in all of  their competitions 
and said the team just needs 
a few wins to regain their 
confidence and consistency.

Los Angeles, Jan. 13 
(AFP): Darren Collison 
scored 22 points and Victor 
Oladipo tallied 19 as the 
Indiana Pacers rallied from 
a 22-point deficit to edge 
the struggling Cleveland 
Cavaliers 97-95 on Friday.

Lance Stephenson fin-
ished with 16 points and 
11 rebounds for the Pacers 
who improved to 22-20 
on the season in front of  
a crowd of  17,900 at the 
Bankers Life Fieldhouse 
arena.

The loss was the third 
straight for the three-time 
defending Eastern Confer-
ence champion Cavaliers.

Cleveland would need 
a monumental effort from 
LeBron James in order 
to halt their losing streak. 
But it wasn’t enough as the 
four-time MVP finished 
with 27 points, 11 assists 
and eight rebounds while 
Kevin Love had 21 points 
and 10 rebounds in the loss.

Oladipo gave the Pacers 
the lead for good on a three 
pointer with just over two 
minutes to play.

James then had two op-

M e l b o u r n e,  Ja n .  1 3 
(IANS): After sitting out 
most of 2017 tennis season 
with a career threatening 
injury, former World No.1 
Novak Djokovic has spent 
the last six months reassess-
ing his serving technique.

“It was an obviously part 
of my game that I had to ad-
dress because of my elbow 
issues,” the Serbian said on 
Saturday, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“Although it’s not en-
tirely different... even those 
small changes have made a 
lot of difference,” he said.

The six-time Australian 
Open winner enlisted the 
help of  tennis great An-
dre Agassi and power hitter 
Andy Roddick, to find a 
way to help release the “load 
from the elbow”.

“There are three or four 
details that I have changed,” 
Djokovic said.

“The correction and im-
provements to the serve are 
allowing me to be more 
efficient and spend less en-
ergy,” he said. “So I’m really 
looking forward to trying out 
my new serve!”

struggled to stay afloat, 
Babar Azam was unneces-
sarily run out.

Part-time bowler Co-
lin Munro, with career fig-
ures of  one for 203 before 
this match bowled Shadab 
Khan without scoring and 
had Hasan Ali spectacularly 
caught by Williamson for 
one to return figures of two 
for 10 off  seven overs.

Pakistan came to New 
Zealand on a nine-match 
winning streak and the 
promise of  providing a 
more formidable opposition 
for New Zealand who had 
just swept a series against 
the West Indies.

After losing the first two 
matches they needed to win 
in Dunedin and had their 
tails up when Munro went 
for eight in the second over.

But half-centuries to 
Kane Williamson (73) and 
Ross Taylor (52) plus 45 
for Martin Guptill set New 
Zealand up.

It was Taylor 57th ODI 
half-century to equal the 
New Zealand record held 
by Stephen Fleming and 
Nathan Astle. But his dis-
missal sparked a Pakistan 
revival in the field in which 
they took seven for 48 in the 
last eight overs.

Although the time off  
has given Djokovic time to 
heal up for the 2018 season, 
questions still remain about 
whether the 30-year-old Serb 
can return to the same kind 
of form that saw him claim 
12 Grand Slam singles titles.

Djokovic admitted, the 
injury is “still not 100 per-
cent” healed and that he still 
feels “some pain”.

“Even if  it was 100 per 
cent healed, after six months 
out of  competition, you 

never know how you are go-
ing to react,” he said.

“After long, very thor-
ough consultations with my 
team and doctors, we have 
made the decision that it is 
fine and adequate to play,” 
he added.

The first test will come 
on Tuesday, against 14th 
seed of the 2018 Australian 
Open, American Donald 
Young, in what is likely to 
be an extremely hard fought 
contest.

H yd e r a b a d ,  Ja n .  1 3 
(IANS): Former Indian cap-
tain Mohammad Azharud-
din on Saturday said he was 
contemplating legal action 
against the officials who 
prevented him from contest-
ing elections to Hyderabad 
Cricket Association (HCA) 
despite BCCI giving the 
green signal.

He told reporters that he 
will take legal action against 
HCA’s ad hoc committee 
chairman Prakash Jain,and 
others who hid an email 
communication from the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) stating that 
he is free to contest for the 
post of president of HCA.

At a news conference 
here, the former captain 
read out the email sent on 
January 10, 2017 in which 
the BCCI made it clear that 
it no longer debars him from 
holding any position in the 
ICC or BCCI or its affiliated 
associations.

As the board had not 
challenged the order of  
Andhra Pradesh High Court 
lifting life ban on Azharud-
din, it said the former cap-
tain was free to contest.

Azhar, as the former 
captain popularly known, 
said despite this communi-
cation from BCCI, he was 
not allowed to contest the 
elections held on January 
17. “This was violation of  
fundamental right. It was 
a criminal act,” said the 
former player, whose nomi-
nation was rejected by re-
turning officer K. Rajeev 
Reddy citing the BCCI ban 
for his alleged involvement 
in match-fixing.

Former MP and Telan-
gana Government’s advisor 
G. Vivekanand was elected 
as HCA president.

portunities in the final two 
seconds to win it but failed 
on both.

James stepped out of  
bounds with 1.7 seconds 
to go, a call that was con-
firmed by video replay. 
Then, after Collison made 
a free throw to give the 
Pacers a 97-95 lead, James’ 

desperation shot from be-
yond the arc rattled off  the 
rim at the buzzer.

Following the game, 
James said the out-of-
bounds call was correct but 
he also made mention of  a 
prior no-call that allowed 
Milwaukee Bucks forward 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

to score the winning basket 
over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder.

“Definitely stepped out 
by a tiny bit after seeing 
it over again! Great call. 
Needed to be in OKC on 
that drive. Lol. Live and 
you Learn,” James wrote 
on Twitter.

James was also slapped 
with a technical foul after 
losing his cool and retali-
ating against Stephenson 
with 7:53 left in the game.

James made the mis-
take of  shoving Stephenson 
in the chest after the two 
made contact with each 
other.

After the game, James 
described Stephenson as a 
“dirty” player.

“I should have known, 
I’ve known since school, 
it’s not the guy who tells 
the joke that gets caught 
it’s the guy who laughs,” 
James said.

Cleveland, which lost 
its previous two games by 
a combined 62 points, was 
outscored 84-61 over the 
final three quarters.
11 straight
Elsewhere, Kevin Durant 
scored 26 points, Dray-
mond Green added 21 and 
the Golden State Warriors 
defeated the host Milwau-
kee 108-94.

The Warriors,  who 
were without injured star 
Stephen Curry, clamped 
down on defence against 

the Bucks.
“It definitely wasn’t 

easy,” said Durant of  the 
Warriors’ 11th consecutive 
road victory. “They played 
tough. They were physical 
with us all night. We were 
patient and slowed it down 
a bit.”

Durant had 17 first-half  
points to help Golden State 
build its 63-49 halftime 
lead. With Curry out, the 
Warriors focused on tight 
defence and making quick 
passes.

“We missed Steph to-
night. It is a good win on 
the road,” Durant said.

For the last six games, 
the team’s defence was 
“not where we want it to 
be,” he said.

“Tonight, we held them 
to 42 percent shooting of-
fensively and we moved 
the ball.”

“So that is the formula 
for us and it is hard to do 
it every night but we have 
got to dig down deep and 
do it.”

G i a n n i s  A n t e t o k -
ounmpo had 23 points to 
lead the Bucks.

Azhar demanded im-
mediate resignation of Vive-
kanand, saying his election 
was illegal. He said Vive-
kanand could not continue 
on the post as all office bear-
ers have to resign follow-
ing adoption of the Lodha 
Committee’s recommenda-
tions and fresh elections 
have to be conducted.

The 54-year-old lashed 
out at Vivekanand for not 
allowing him to attend spe-
cial general body meeting 
of  HCA and making him 
stand outside for two hours. 
He said he was denied entry 
despite the fact that a card 
was issued to him by the 
HCA Secretary.

Azhar argued that since 
he played for Hyderabad 
and is the vice president of  
National Cricket Club, he 
was entitled to attend the 
meet. He rejected the claim 
by Vivekanand that he con-
tested Lok Sabha elections 
from Uttar Pradesh and 
hence was registered with 
the cricket body there.

Azhar, who was elected 
to Lok Sabha from Mora-
dabad in 2009, alleged that 
Viekanand through his con-
duct was violating all rules. 
He contended that Vive-
kanand can’t hold the post in 
the HCA as he enjoyed the 
rank of a cabinet minister in 
Telangana.

The former player also 
wondered how Vivekanand 
can hold Telangana Premier 
League in the name of his 
late father G. Venkatswamy 
under the aegis of  HCA, 
terming it as conflict of in-
terest.

Azhar said he had writ-
ten to BCCI to take action 
against HCA which is “to-
tally illegal”. He also plans 
to meet Committee of Ad-
ministrators (CoA) chief  
Vinod Rai over the issue.

He said he want to work 
for the development of the 
game and encourage tal-
ented players including those 
from rural areas by serving 
as the president of  HCA. 
He alleged that the game 
was suffering because of the 
actions of  the sitting HCA 
president and some other 
office bearers who had no 
knowledge of cricket. 

He warned that if  the 
current state of affairs is al-
lowed to continue in HCA, 
Hyderabad would once 
again finish at the bottom in 
Ranji Trophy and under-19 
and under-16 levels.

Azhar played 99 tests 
and 334 one-day internation-
als, was banned from playing 
cricket for life in 2000 by 
BCCI for his alleged involve-
ment in match-fixing. In 
2012, Andhra Pradesh High 
Court lifted the ban.



Daniil Medvedev of Russia holds up the trophy a er bea ng Alex De Minaur of Australia in the men's 
singles final at the Sydney Interna onal tennis tournament in Sydney on Saturday.

The official mascot of the Kohima Village Sports Associa on meet (Pezhie-ra) seen during the opening ceremony at the Kohima local ground 
on Saturday.

Fousseni Diabate
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The winners of the wrestling meet with others during the 63th Nerhema Youth and Sports Organisa on 
(NYSO) wrestling meet at Nerhema on Jan. 13.

Medvedev overhauls de Minaur to 

Colourful opening ceremony kicks off 63rd KVSA meet

Root, Gayle, Stokes among star attractions in IPL auctionDoping whistleblower 
Rodchenkov "to testify" 
despite death threats

Thepfudilhou Chadi is 
Nerhema wrestling champion

Five wrestlers among six killed 
in Maharashtra road accident

Leicester sign Malian attacker 
Diabate from Gazelec Ajaccio

Sydney, Jan. 13 (AFP): 
Russian qualifier Daniil 
Medvedev fought off  tiger-
ish Australian youngster 
Alex de Minaur to win his 
first ATP Tour title at the 
Sydney International on 
Saturday.

Medvedev completed 
a all-conquering week to 
hit back from losing the 
opening set to extinguish 
de Minaur, 1-6, 6-4, 7-5.

I t  was 21-year-old 
Medvedev's seventh win 
this week, giving him sol-
id preparation for next 
week's Australian Open 
in Melbourne where he 
faces another Australian 
Thanasi Kokkinakis in the 
first round.

"I'm the kind of  per-
son, the more emotions I 
feel, the less I show them, 
actually, especially if  they 
are good ones," Medvedev 
said.

"After the match, I 
didn't fall down or any-
thing, but I'm really happy. 
I mean, to make it through 
the quallies, there were so 
many circumstances."

Looking ahead to the 
Australian Open he added: 
"I need to be humble with 
this, because to win this 
tournament is good, but I 
want to win some rounds 
in Australia.

"And it's going to be 
very tough to get back 
again on the court, espe-
cially against Thanasi, I'm 
sure the crowd will be cra-
zy in Melbourne for him.

New Delhi ,  Jan.  13 
(IANS): England's Joe 
Root, Ben Stokes and Eoin 
Morgan and West Indian 
power-hitter Chris Gayle 
are among the 1,122 play-
ers, who have registered for 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) auction set to be 
held on January 27 and 28 
in Bengaluru, the Board 
of  Control for Cricket in 
India announced on Sat-
urday.

A total of  26 players 
from England, 58 from 
Australia, 30 from New 
Zealand and 57 from 
South Africa have reg-
istered for the auction, 
taking the overseas players 
to 282.

Afghanistan too will 
see 13 players in the list 
while there are 39 from Sri 
Lanka and an equal num-
ber from the West Indies. 

Bangladesh and Zim-
babwe have 8 and 7 play-
ers hoping to go under the 
hammer.

Mitchell Starc, who 
ended his association with 

"It's a five-set match, so 
I just need to do my best 
at recovery to be good on 
Tuesday."

Medvedev struggled 
in the opening set as the 
167th-ranked de Minaur 
grew in confidence and 
was willed on by a support-
ive home crowd.

The longer the rallies 
the more dangerous de 

Minaur became and he 
claimed the opening set 
after winning six games on 
the trot.

But Medvedev found 
his way back in the second 
set, breaking serve in the 
seventh game to take a 4-3 
lead and went on to level 
the match at a set apiece.

Winners flowed from 
the Russian 's  racquet 

with a running backhand 
crosscourt passing shot he 
played for a 3-0 lead an 
outstanding moment.

Down 4-1, the young 
Aussie appeared well out 
of  the contest, but two 
double-faults handed de 
Minaur a break point and 
Medvedev surrendered 
serve when he sprayed a 
forehand long.

Kohima, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
A glittering opening cer-
emony of the 63rd Kohima 
Village Sports Association 
(KVSA) meet kicked off  
to a spectacular start with 
colorful extravaganza at 
the Kohima local ground 
(Khuociezhie) on Sat.

For the first time, since 
the sports meet began in 
1944, sparkling lights il-
luminated all over the his-
toric Khouciezhie and an 

evening to remember in the 
history of  Kohima Village 
Sports meet.

Around 1500 crowd 
were enthralled with the 
four competing Khels 
namely Lhisemia-Khel, 
Dapfhütsumia-Khel, Pfu-
chatsumia-Khel and Tsütu-
onuomia-Khel marching in 
the ground, with the band 
party of  their respective 
Khels accompanying the 
contingents.

Adding to the colour 
and grandeur young chil-
dren from the four Khels- 
P. Khel, T. Khel, D. Khel 
and L.Khel displayed drill, 
special melodies, shadow 
act (Zhowe Riile) and talent 
display formed part of  the 
opening ceremony.

KVSA theme song en-
titled “Kewhimia” was sung 
by the youth numbering 
100 and another surprised 
package was Shadow Act 

(Zhowe Riile) which de-
picted how the KVSA meet 
started in 1944, from tra-
ditional blending to the 
modernity.

The main guest Dr. Nei-
phi Kire, chairman Ko-
hima Village Council in 
his address, appreciated 
the Kohima Village Youth 
Organization (KVYO) for 
hosting the sports meet in 
the true spirit of  oneness 
and togetherness amongst 

Kohima, Jan. 13 (EMN): 
Thepfudilhou Chadi be-
came the champion of  
the 63rd Nerhema Youth 
and Sports Organisation 
(NYSO) wrestling meet 
held here at the Tekhuzie 
ground on Jan. 13.

C h a d i  p o c k e t e d  a 
cash prize of  IN. 20,000 
sponsored by Keviletuo 
Kiewhuo while Neisekuo 
Kenguruse, Ruokuosalie 
Kenguruse and Ketoul-
houkho Rülho bagged the 

second, third and fourth 
place and pocketed INR 
15,000, 10,000 and 5000 
sponsored by Methavilie 
Pienyii, Neiketouzo Ken-
guriise and Pezavituo 
Ziephrii.

Earlier, Khrielie Usou, 
president BJP Kohima dis-
trict graced the opening 
ceremony as the inaugural 
guest. The inaugural func-
tion was chaired by NYSO 
vice president Vilhousielie 
Kenguriise while NYSO 

president Nouvilie Riilho 
delivered the presidential 
address.

N YS O  g a m e s  a n d 
sports secretary Thekru-
neisa Riilho administered 
the oath to the wrestlers.

Dizolie Virie, chairman 
Nerhema, Zasebeizolie 
Riilho, chairman Nerhe 
Model  and  Kiehutuo 
Usou chairman Nerhe-
Phezha graced the valedic-
tory function as the closing 
guests.

Mumbai, Jan. 13 (PTI): Five wrestlers, 
who were returning from a local competi-
tion, were among six persons killed when 
a tractor rammed into their SUV at Sangli 
district in western Maharashtra early today, 
police said.

Seven persons were injured in the ac-
cident, they said.

The mishap occurred on the Kadegaon-
Sangli road, when the wrestlers were 
returning from Aundh village after partici-
pating in the wrestling competition there. 
They were heading to Kundal in Sangli, a 

senior police official said.
A speeding tractor, which was coming 

from the opposite direction, rammed into 
their SUV, killing six persons including five 
wrestlers, he said.

The injured are being treated at a state-
run hospital in Sangli, the officer said.

A case under relevant sections of  the 
Indian Penal Code and the Motor Vehicles 
Act was registered at the Chinchni-Vangi 
police station, he said, adding efforts were 
on to nab the tractor driver who fled from 
the accident spot.

London, Jan. 13 (Re-
uters): Leicester City have 
signed Malian forward 
Fousseni Diabate from 
French Ligue 2 side Ga-
zelec Ajaccio on a four-
and-a-half-year deal for 
an undisclosed fee, the 
Premier League club an-
nounced on Saturday.

Diabate, who can op-
erate as a central striker 
or on either wing, has 
played 20 times in all com-
petitions for the French 
second division club af-
ter joining them in the 
close season following 
two years with Guingamp.

The 22-year-old, who 
was a product of  the Stade 
Rennais academy youth 
system and made his pro-
fessional debut in Decem-
ber 2016, had represented 
Mali at the under-20 and 
under-23 level, Leices-
ter said on their website 
(www.lcfc.com).

“In the past, Leicester 

Fired up young de 
Minaur worked away at 
Medvedev's lead amid the 
din inside Ken Rosewall 
Arena. Medevdev held a 
match point in the ninth 
game, but when serving for 
the title at 5-4, de Minaur 
broke serve to send the 
crowd roaring.

But with the match 
beyond two hours, the 
18-year-old Aussie began 
to show signs of  fatigue 
and it was his errors that 
handed Medvedev another 
chance to serve out for the 
title at 6-5.

The 84th-ranked Med-
vedev also came back from 
a set down to upset Italian 
fourth seed Fabio Fognini 
2-6, 6-4, 6-1 in the semi-
finals of  the tournament.

It has been a sensa-
tional fortnight for 18-year-
old de Minaur. He beat 
Frenchman Benoit Paire to 
reach the Sydney final after 
upsetting Milos Raonic to 
advance to the Brisbane 
International semi-finals 
last week before losing to 
American Ryan Harrison.

"It's been a roller coast-
er, and I honestly wouldn't 
have it any other way," de 
Minaur said.

"I have enjoyed every 
second of  it. It's been a 
thrill, and I just want it to 
keep on going.

"I 'm tremendously 
proud. I put in all the 
hard yards, and it's great 
to see the results coming 
through."

the Royal Challengers Ban-
galore (RCB) ahead of  the 
last IPL, too has entered 
the auction that also in-
cludes Chris Lynn, Pat 
Cummins, Dwayne Bravo, 

Carlos Brathwaite, Evin 
Lewis and Jason Holder.

Hashim Amla, Kagiso 
Rabada, Faf  du Plessis and 
Morne Morkel are the few 
South Africans who are 

also part of  the list. 
The in-form Glenn 

Maxwell and Shane Wat-
son, who was mulling call-
ing time on his IPL career 
last year, too have entered 

the race with Mitchell 
Johnson, who has retired 
from international cricket 
but continues to play in the 
Big Bash League.

Lasith Malinga, whose 

London, Jan. 13 (AFP): Whistleblower Grigory Rodchen-
kov is keen to testify at two hearings revolving around the 
Russian doping scandal that rocked the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympics despite death threats, his lawyer told the BBC.

Rodchenkov -- whose revelations about doping in 
Russian sports came to light in the Oscar-nominated docu-
mentary 'Icarus' -- is the former director of the Moscow anti-
doping laboratory. He fled to the United States in 2016 say-
ing he feared for his life after the sudden death of two senior 
officials in the Russian Anti-Doping Agency (RUSADA).

He then provided information which led to an investiga-
tion of doping at Sochi. However, despite fearing for his life 
his United States-based lawyer Jim Walden told the BBC 
Rodchenkov is willing to testify at both Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) hearings. One is the appeals of 42 of 43 Rus-
sian athletes banned for life for doping at Sochi. The other is 
former Russian sports minister Vitaly Mutko's appeal against 
a life ban for his role in doping.

"We know that Dr Rodchenkov is at the top of the Rus-
sian hate list," said Walden, who claimed his client's life was 
under "serious threat". "We know that at least one official has 
called for Dr Rodchenkov's execution.

"He's very focused on what he needs to do in the next 
several weeks.

"Grigory is expected to testify at both proceedings. He's 
focused on preparing for that. "After he gets through these, 
it's incumbent upon us to make sure he's safe."

form has taken a consider-
able dip in the last year 
or so, too will be part of  
the auction apart from his 
Sri Lanka mates Angelo 
Mathews and Niroshan 
Dickwella.

Kane Wil l iamson, 
Colin Munro and Tom 
Latham from New Zea-
land will add their charm 
to the league.

Among the Indians, a 
fierce bidding war is ex-
pected to break out when 
Gautam Gambhir, Yu-
vraj Singh, off-spinners 
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Harbhajan Singh, Ajinkya 
Rahane, mystery spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav and open-
ers Lokesh Rahul and Mu-
rali Vijay go under the 
hammer.

The full list has already 
been sent out to the eight 
franchises. There are a 
total of  281 capped play-
ers, 838 uncapped players, 
which also includes 778 
Indian players, apart from 
three players from Associ-
ate nations.   

the Kohima Village.
Kire hoped that the 

state government will also 
invest more on the sports 
and games expressing 
happiness that the state 
government was giving 
due important to such as 
music,and culture.

The chairman also 
urged upon the sports per-
sons to give their best in 
taking part in any sporting 
activities.

Earlier at Thevoke-
mouzie in Kohima Vil-
lage where the first KVSA 
meet was held in 1944, the 
KVSA Torch was lighted 
with blessings by Lhouvi-
zhii Sachii, Pastor CRCKV 
and was carried by 11 out-
standing sporting person-
alities of yesteryears which 
was finally lighted-up the 
flame.

Golden-throated barbet 
(Pezhie-ra) is the mascot of  
the meet which has been 
christened as ‘Kekuokey-
ho’, which translated is 
‘mightier and stronger’.

A total of 44 gold med-
als will be up for grabs in 
various disciplines – athlet-
ics, indoor and outdoor 
games, and traditional 
wrestling- for 400 athletes 
who will be competing 
in the week-long sporting 
event which will go on till 
Jan. 19.    

have signed good players 
from Ligue 2 in (Riyad) 
Mahrez and (Anthony) 
Knockaer t,” Leicester 
boss Claude Puel told the 
Leicester Mercury before 
the deal was announced.

“Diabate has a lot of  
quality. He has pace and 
good penetration. He has 

very good feet and he can 
make the difference... It is 
a good opportunity for the 
future and an interesting 
player.”

Eighth-placed Leices-
ter take on defending 
champions Chelsea at 
Stamford Bridge in the 
league on Saturday.


