
A collection of pictures captured on Wed. shows different moments of the first-ever celebration of Naga Day at Khouchiezie (local ground) in Kohima on Jan. 10 organised by the Forum for Naga Reconciliation.

WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

To live happily  
is an inward power  

of the soul.  
~ Marcus Aurelius
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 05°
Agartala 22° 09°
Gangtok 18° 04°
Guwahati 22° 09°
Imphal 22° 05°

Itanagar 20° 08°
Shillong 16° 03°
Delhi 22° 08°
Kolkata 22° 10°
Chennai 30° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.2° 4.7°
DIMAPUR 22.2° 11°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 63%
DIMAPUR NIL 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Nagas celebrate peoplehood as a call to bury old wounds   

Zeliang briefs Rajnath SinghImkong Imchen questions Ravi’s reasoning  

More on Page 5

Patton seeks to 
resign from NLA 
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Sexual misconduct allegations not  
accurate, says James Franco | P10

Tevez hoping for Argentina recall 
ahead of World Cup |  P11

Mallya to return to UK court for  
hearing in extradition case | P8

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 10 (EMN): Calls 
for 'healing of wounds' in 
the Naga spectrum, and re-
affirmations that the Nagas 
are one regardless of where 
they were, resonated across 
Khouchiezie ground in Ko-
hima on Jan. 10 as the first 
'Naga Day' was observed in 
the capital town.

The event commemo-
rates the day in 1929 when 
the Naga Club submitted the 
historic Naga Hills memo-
randum to the then Brit-
ish Statutory Commission 
headed by Sir John Allse-
brook Simon. The repre-
sentation sought safeguard 
of the rights of the Naga 

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
An elected representative 
from Wokha, Y Patton, 
has reportedly submit-
ted his resignation as a 
member of the 12th Na-
galand Legislative As-
sembly (NLA). 

A copy of Patton’s pur-
ported resignation letter 
addressed to the speaker 
of the NLA, widely cir-
culated on the internet 
on Jan. 10, claimed the 
former to be ‘voluntarily 
tendering’ his resignation 
‘with immediate effect’ 
from Jan. 9 2018.  

Young voices 
“The younger generation is ready to be the 

change we want to see. We are learning and watch-
ing and we are ready to help Nagaland develop 
and progress”. This was shared by Shwisho Lorin, 
a sixth semester student from Tetseo College, 
Dimapur.

Lorin also shared her vision of a day when Na-
gas can focus on positive actions and constructive 
criticisms rather than negative discouragement 
– wake up to the call of dignity of labour, profes-
sionalism in the quality of workmanship, honour 
‘one man one vote’ and choose a leader not based 
on financial strength and muscle power but of 
‘capability and true value.’

She hoped to see a state where Nagas do not 
only stand for what is right but also have the space 
to act on it freely and fearlessly. 

While stating that the young generation will 
carry on the 'legacy of determination,' Lorin spoke 
about her vision to see a state with “God-fearing 
people and not money loving people. No more 
blood-shedding but love sharing. No more cor-
ruption but contribution. No more factionalism 
but nationalism. No more quantity but quality. No 
more hate but love.”

Athikho Lirüte, an assistant professor at Mod-
ern College in Kohima said that the event made 
him 'dream of a fearless nation' in which Nagas 
would inculcate “righteousness, (be) free of cor-
ruption, (have a) sense of security and positivism 
and (have) a hope and a dream to their posterity.”

He called upon all ‘‘national workers’, civil 
organisations, churches, leaders, and citizens to 
develop a broader concept of inclusiveness. “Let 
this spirit be based on the principles of justness, 
mutual respect, acceptance, non-discrimination, 
non-violence, common brotherhood with politi-
cal wisdom and statesmanship. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 10 (EMN): Nagaland's 
minister for Health and Family Wel-
fare Imkong L Imchen on Wed. ques-
tioned the rationale and purpose 
behind the statement of the Indian 
government's interlocutor for the 
Naga talks RN Ravi who had told a 
local newspaper that “postponement 
of elections in Nagaland was unlike-
ly,” despite calls to the contrary from 
multiple Naga organisations. 

Ravi had stated that the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) was an in-
dependent body with the mandate to 
decide on schedule to hold elections. 
He went to the extent of saying that 
postponement of elections was “un-
likely” unless there was “sufficient 
substantive change in the facts on 
the ground.”

Speaking to media persons at his 
official residence on Jan. 10, Imchen 

questioned 'why and how Ravi con-
sidered ECI to be an independent 
body that has the sole authority in 
conducting elections.' “The learned 
interlocutor RN Ravi’s contention 
that the ECI is an independent body 
is not 100 percent correct,” the legis-
lator added. 

“ECI is a statutory constitutional 
body within the Constitution of In-
dia. And therefore, they are within 
the umbrella of the GoI. According 
to the Peoples’ Representation Act, 
ECI has to seek the advice of the GoI 
to conduct any election.”   

He maintained that the GoI has 
the discretion to defer any election 
if it they feel the situation is not 
conducive. “We are not setting any 
particular deadline to the GoI, but 
our position is to let the GoI settle the 
political issue first and conduct the 
state elections. To defer one election 

on the part of GoI is not a great favour 
Naga people are asking from them,” 
he said maintaining that ‘Naga peo-
ple are only expressing their support 
in their (GoI) efforts to solve the Naga 
issue’.

“Just for the settlement of Naga 
political issue, this coming election 
has to be deferred in order to create 
a more conducive atmosphere for 
solving the political intricacies. Till 
today, no individual or any organi-
sations be it political or social, has 
disagreed with the proposal to defer 
election. There is only one voice, a 
uniform voice,” he stated.

Contradicting on Ravi’s state-
ment who stated that an agreement 
resolving the Naga political issue 
could constitute such a change on 
deferring election, Imchen categori-
cally pointed out that “the Nagas are 
100 percent in agreement with Ravi 

so that substantive change in the 
facts on the ground could be created 
by deferring this coming election.”

On Ravi’s statement that the 
peace process is at an advanced 
stage, Imchen said: “Our position in 
this context is that in any given elec-
tion, there used to be a number of 
new emerging issues which we are 
afraid may resolve into obstruction 
on the peace process by conducting 
the election

“All the Nagas are having a seri-
ous concern over this Naga political 
issue for more than seven decades. 
And their desire to solve this issue is 
loud and clear,” Imchen said while 
expressing his personal appreciation 
to the interlocutor Ravi for carrying 
out a difficult task thus far, adding 
“he has achieved so much and the 
Naga people will remain grateful to 
him.”

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang on Wed. met with Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and briefed the latter about the 
demand for “solution before election,” according 
to a statement from the chief minister’s office. 

According to the statement, Zeliang apprised 
Singh that various civil society organisation and 
church leaders in Nagaland have expressed desire 
for solution before election. 

“The home minister after a patient hear-
ing reiterated that the government of India was 
serious on solving the Naga political issue. The 
home minister also assured Zeliang that he would 
convene a meeting on the demand of the Naga 
people and convey the outcome of the meeting 
to Nagaland government. 

“In support of the demand, the chief minister 
submitted the resolution adopted by Nagaland 
Legislators Forum and parliamentarians and ex-
parliamentarians on December 7, 2017 along with 
a copy of Nagaland Legislative Assembly resolu-
tion,” it stated.

CALLING HOME

SOLUTION BEFORE ELECTION

people. The memorandum is 
considered to be the first writ-
ten record that establishes the 
Naga people a singular socio-
political entity.

The event was organized 
by the Forum for Naga Recon-
ciliation (FNR) with the theme 
‘Nagas without borders.’ It was 
about revisiting the past to 
'strengthen sense of belong-
ing and identity of the Naga in 
the essence of reconciliation' 
in the tribal community. Hun-
dreds of Naga delegates from 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Nagaland and some 
from Myanmar attended the 
programme.

“The journey of the Nagas 
that started from the declara-
tion made on Jan. 10, 1929 to 
today brings to mind an Afri-
can folk saying: ‘He who wakes 
you up in the middle of the 
night to go on a long journey, 
you will thank him only after 
you have travelled a very long 
distance with him.’ 

“Today, on Naga Day, we 
are looking back and assessing 
the distance we have covered 
and what we have achieved. 
Many may not at all be thank-
ful to our pioneers who in 
1929, by their declaration, 
woke their people up to go 
on the long journey because 
to today’s generation, the 

journey has taken them to 
where we are and what we are 
today—stagnant, corruption-
ridden, without a satisfying 
purpose of life and paralysed, 
therefore, destructive, if we 
are honest,” said peace activist 
and FNR member Niketu Iralu 
who spoke at the event.

“At this baffling time, we 
must not make our situation 
worse by denial of our failures 
and shortcomings that have 
produced poverty of spirit, or 
by becoming irresponsible 
opportunistic exploiters of 
our people’s bewildering crisis. 
The time has come for us to 
reject the errors of hate, fears 
and selfishness of the past 
and take our society forward 
together,” Iralu said.

According to the pacifist, it 
is because of the price Nagas 
have paid to defend and build 
on the foundation the memo-
randum to the Simon Com-
mission articulated for them, 
the Nagas had become a peo-
ple and a nation. Therefore, 
the Naga must appreciate and 
thank one another and God 
for what they have achieved 
and end their blaming of each 
other for what has not been 
achieved yet. Lamenting that 
thoughtless mutual blaming 
has weakened the Naga unity, 
he emphasized the need for 

the Naga people to begin to 
learn to inspire and raise each 
other up to do ‘what is right, 
needed and best’ for the com-
mon good. 

“Our homeland is most 
strategically and perilously 
placed at the meeting point 
of nations, races, religions, 
cultures and ancient civiliza-
tions, and we are surrounded 
by complicated and explosive 
problems that threaten to 
bring destabilization to the en-
tire continent. If the impacts 
of the challenges from outside 
are not to overwhelm us but 
to make us grow stronger, we 
urgently need to reach out to 
one another across the divides 
and restore the health and 
spirit of our people-hood and 
nationhood,” Iralu said.

Acknowledging that differ-
ent views and perspectives on 
the subject of Naga Day have 
recently been published in 
the newspapers, he felt those 
honest conversations have 
opened doors people had 
shut to one another, which, 
otherwise, would have led to 
more distrust. 

“This acknowledgement 
and celebration of what our 
history has given us should 
take us in the creative direc-
tion I believe God is showing 
us: Reconciliation of our so-

ciety through the healing of 
our wounded relationships 
which will enable us to grow 
properly with mutual goodwill 
and cooperation, lifting us up 
instead of the opposite. FNR 
is committed to this all im-
portant task and it is the joint 
responsibility of all Nagas,” 
he stated, adding it was the 
FNR’s understanding of the 
indispensability of healing at 
this time that Naga Day was 
conceptualized.

Storms of the past
FNR convener, Rev. Dr. 

Wati Aier, in his message, as-
serted that Naga Day is a tes-
tament that Nagas have ‘vic-
toriously emerged’ from the 
storms of their past. 

“Naga Day is reaffirming 
the past—those seemingly 
tiny acts of courage by our 
mothers and fathers, and the 
daring resolves for their love of 
the Naga people, whose imagi-
nations allow us today to reap 
priceless historical benefits. 
History is replete with small 
beginnings that changed the 
world in unimaginable ways,” 
Aier said.

Aier maintained that the 
day was to proclaim that any 
victory gained before the Naga 
have been consolidated into a 

culture of belonging is not a 
victory, but a failure. “We have 
heard the cries of our own, 
who far from home called us 
in the deepest night, and to-
day we come home, today we 
realize that scattering without 
a sense of belonging is only 
a way to diminish ourselves. 
Naga Day consolidates a cul-
ture of belonging and this will 
continue to spread influences 
that Nagas are without bor-
ders. Naga Day is creating a 
new vocabulary for a socio-
cultural change and social 
ecology,” he added. 

According to him, Naga 
Day does not belong to the 
FNR, but that, this spirit of the 
Nagas belongs to all. “Naga Day 
also symbolizes that Nagas are 
not how we are portrayed by 
anthropologists, whose forte 
is understood as ‘Premier Co-
lonial Science’ (Paul T. Zaleza, 
African Historian). Nagas have 
been ascribed with attributes 
of ‘backwardness’ and ‘Primi-
tiveness’ under ‘Tribal’ codes. 
Today, Nagas want to make a 
resolute shift from the myth 
of a timeless and unchanging 
past towards a right to dignity 
and an unsealed identity that 
is not at the expense of others. 
A right to dignity is not exclu-
sive to Nagas.”
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Rev. Dr. VK Nuh addressing the CPO general session and Chakhesang 
day at Pfutsero town on Jan. 10.

Kasheto Yeptho unfurling the union’s flag.

Shanavas and officiating commandant of the 22nd Assam Rifles with the team during the flag-off programme.

Sentilong Ozukum and Vikhweno Chale during the meeting at the ADC’s office 
at Medziphema on Jan. 9.

Thavaseelan K briefing sector magistrates and police officers at the DC’s conference hall in Mon on Jan. 9.

Alemyapang Longchar and others at the inauguration of the new SDO (C) office at Jakhama.

Assam Rifles official with Touphema village GBs on Jan. 10.

Mon’s DC briefs sector officers 
about vulnerability mapping

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The district election officer 
of  Mon district Thavasee-
lan K briefed sector magis-
trates and police officers of  
nine assembly constituen-
cies of  Mon district on Jan. 
9 at the DC’s conference 
hall in Mon. The DPRO 
informed about the event 

on Thur.
Thavaseelan is said to 

have informed the officers 
that election duty take prec-
edence over other responsi-
bilities. He urged them to 
be sincere and work hard 
for successful conduct of  
the elections.

The official highlighted 

the concept of  vulnerability 
in the context of  elections: 
the exercise of  Vulnerabil-
ity Mapping (VM) is to be 
undertaken with the objec-
tive of  clearly identifying 
in advance the vulnerable 
voters in all the constituen-
cies.

 ‘VM exercises’ shall 

be undertaken without ex-
ception in three stages, 
it was informed.  It will 
identify voters or segment 
of  voters who are vulner-
able to threat or intimida-
tion; identify persons who 
are causing such vulner-
ability; and initiate preven-
tive measures against the 

Education dept. ask teachers to report 
The department of School Education has informed 
Nagaland state cadre graduate teachers and primary 
teachers to submit their educational documents. The 
teachers are those who have post graduate degrees viz., 
English, political science, education, history and sociology 
with 50% (relaxed by 5% for Schedule Tribe / Schedule 
Caste) and differently-able candidates with B. Ed degree. 
They are informed to submit the documents along with 
original appointment orders, regularization orders and 
strength of teachers where they are serving; they are to 
submit on or before Jan. 31. They are informed to submit 
the documents to the director (HSS).

LBES to organise youth rally 
The Lotha Baptist Ekhumkho Shanrhyutsu (LBES), will be 
organising Pongdenro Santsu -Esan (youth- Rally) on Jan. 
12- 14 at N-Longidang village under Wokha district.  The 
organisers have requested all the LBES affiliated churches 
to send at least 15 delegates from their respective youth 
department. It further informed that transportation will 
be provided for the delegates at Police Point, Wokha 
town from 9 a.m. onwards on all days.

Phek’s DPDB meeting postponed  
The deputy commissioner of Phek district Shanavas C 
has informed that the monthly meeting of the District 
Planning Development Board (DPDB) which was 
scheduled to be held on Jan. 9 has been postponed 
to Jan. 16. All the members are requested to attend 
the meeting. The time and venue remains the same as 
scheduled.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 13.8 5.8 3.2 60 NIL

ZBT 11.3 4.3 8.1 85 NIL

MON 21.2 8.2 8.1 88 NIL

TUENSANG 16 11 8.7 70 NIL

MKG 16.4 10.4 14.6 81 NIL

PHEK 15 3.4 5.5 84 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 16 6 6.1 69 NIL

TSEMINYU 20.8 3 6.9 68 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 21.8 12.2 13 75 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Jakhama gets new SDO office 

NPMC mourns 
demise of member

NPF Ghaspani-II condoles 
with Rio’s family

Medziphema sub-division offices review tasks

Assam Rifles interact with village heads

CPO general session 
and Chakhesang day

Students urged to imbibe 
knowledge for success

National tour: AR flags off youths

Draft electoral roll for districts ready 

persons responsible for 
causing the vulnerability, 
Thavaseelan informed.

The deputy commis-
sioner has urged the sector 
magistrates to undertake 
their pre-poll and poll day 
responsibilities diligently. 
He encouraged them to 
undertake frequent trips to 
their respective zone and 
liaison with all stakehold-
ers as a confidence building 
measure.

Sub Division Officer 
(civil) Reny Wilfred spoke 
about the Systemic Voters’ 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP). 
The officer urged the of-
ficials to ‘take up effective 
activities’ in their respective 
jurisdictions.

It was informed that 
any queries about election 
matters that electors in 
Mon district may have can 
be resolved by contacting 
the district helpline +91 
9612014688. 

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The electoral registration 
officer of  Dimapur has 
informed that the list of  
amendments to the draft 
electoral roll for the Di-
mapur-I, Dimapur-II, Di-
mapur-III, Ghaspani-I and 
Ghaspani-II assembly con-
stituencies has been pre-
pared with reference to Jan. 
1 as the qualifying date. 
This is in accordance with 
the Registration of  Elector 
Rules of  1960, updates on 
Thur. has stated. 

A copy of  said roll, 
together with the list of  
amendments, has been 
published and will be avail-
able for inspection at the 

deputy commissioner’s of-
fice during office hours, it 
was informed.

Kohima: The electoral 
registration officer of  Ko-
hima also informed that 
the list has been prepared 
for 8th Western Angami, 
9th Kohima town, 10th 
Northern Angami-I, 11th 
Northern Angami -II, 12th 
Tseminyu, 14th Southern 
Angami - I and 15th South-
ern Angami –II assembly 
constituencies.

It informed also that 
the list had been published 
and will be available for 
inspection at the ADC’s 
office and with the booth 
level officer.

Wokha: The electoral 
registration officer of  Wok-
ha informed that the list for 
37-TIYI, 38-Wokha, 39-
Sanis and 40-Bhandari as-
sembly constituencies has 
been prepared. A copy will 
be available for inspection 
at the office of  the deputy 
commissioner and district 
election officer of  Wokha.

Peren: The electoral 
registration officer of  Peren 
has informed that the list 
for the 6-Tening and 7-Per-
en assembly constituencies 
has been prepared. The 
copy of the list will be avail-
able at the ADC’s office 
and booth level officer of  
respective polling station. 

D i m a p u r,  Ja n .  1 0 
(EMN): A meeting of  
Medziphema sub-divi-
sion’s departments was 
held at the additional 
deputy commissioner’s 
(ADC) office on Jan. 9. 
The meeting was presi-
dent over by Extra Ad-
ditional Commissioner 
of  Medziphema Sen-
tilong Ozukum, it was 
informed.

During the meeting 

the ADC of  Medziphe-
ma Vikhweno Chale 
urged the heads of  of-
fices to cooperate dur-
ing the forthcoming as-
sembly elections. She 
highlighted the system 
of  Electronic Voting 
Machine. 

Various work assign-
ments were entrusted to 
different departments 
for the Republic Day 
celebrations as well.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) of  5 Ghaspani-II 
assembly constituency 
has mourned the demise 
of  Kevi Rio, nephew of  
Zhaleo Rio, legislator of  
the constituency, at Di-
mapur on Jan. 9. 

A condolence message 
from the constituency said 
that the demise of  the indi-
vidual will leave a vacuum 
which is irreplaceable par-

ticularly for the younger 
generation. 

“His honesty, sincerity 
and humbleness towards 
fellowmen as well as his 
dedication to create better 
citizens out of  everyone 
will forever be remembered 
by one and all,” the party 
expressed. 

It  prayed that God 
would grant solace and 
comfort the bereaved fam-
ily at this time of  grief.

Assam Rifles for a medical 
camp at COB Akhegwo in 
the Month of June, the press 
release added.

Also Chiswema Battal-
ion under the aegis of  HQ 
IGAR (North) interacted 
with Touphema village GBs 
on Jan. 10.

During the meeting, it 
was stated that villagers as-
sured to support and assist 
the troops of Assam Rifles 
in the event of their conduct 
of military duties. 

The members  a l so 
agreed to work with Assam 
Rifles for betterment and 
congenial environment. 

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): Deputy Commissioner, 
Phek Shanavas on Wednesday flagged off  a national 
integration tour to Delhi for 30 youths from Thurutsusu 
village under Phek district.

The tour is being organised by 22nd Assam Rifles, 

Phek under the Aegis Hq. 5 sector.
The youths will be attending culture exchange 

programme and interact with renowned personali-
ties, the press release from Phek Town Youth Society 
informed.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): The Chakhesang Public Organi-
zation (CPO) 36th general session and 4th Chakhesang day 
was held on Jan. 10, under the theme “Self introspection for 
a vibrant society” at Pfutsero town.

MLA Neiba Kronu shared greetings. Legislators, former 
CPO officials, members of CPO executive council, area/
range presidents and members, VCCs, pastors, GBs, VDB 
secretaries, colony chairmen, frontal organization presidents, 
national workers, public leaders, church leaders, government 
officers and well wishers attended the session.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Mahila Congress (NPMC) 
has expressed shock and 
grief  at the demise of  the 
president of  the Mahila 
Congress of  Mon district 
Lenei Konyak, wife of  
Wangnyem Konyak. 

A condolence message 
from NPMC’s President 
N Lucy said Lenei was a 
dedicated worker.

The unit expressed 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
prayed that the Almighty 
God would grant them 
strength to bear the loss. 
It also prayed for the de-
parted soul to rest in eter-
nal peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): A new office 
of  the sub division officer (SDO-civil) for 
Jakhama has been inaugurated by SDO 
(C) Alemyapang Longchar on Jan. 10. 

According to a DIPR report on Wed., 

the new office has been designated a 
returning officer office for the forthcom-
ing Nagaland assembly elections under 
14 southern Angami-I and 15 southern 
Angami-II assembly constituencies.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): The 38th 
annual conference of  the Pimla 
Ghami Kiphimi Kuqhakulu was held 
during Dec. 29-30. The theme of  
the event was “sublime knowledge.”  
The students’ union informed about 
the event.

Speaking during the occasion, the 
chief  guest of  the event, local con-
tractor Z Kasheto Yeptho was stated 
to have encouraged the students to 
make education their primary goal 
in order to be more knowledgeable 
and well-equipped in facing the chal-
lenges of  life. 

Stating that there was no suc-
cess without struggle, the updates 
said that the chief  guest said ‘Life 
demands hard work because dream 
and ambition cannot become a real-
ity through easy means but through 
hard work.’

Further, Yeptho maintained that 
only those who work hard will ‘ac-
quire good education.’ He added ‘ed-
ucation is the most powerful weapon 
which can change the world.’ He has 
urged the students to be dedicated in 
their studies and equip themselves 
with knowledge and apply it towards 
making the society better.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The Kiphire battalion of the 
Assam Rifles under the aegis 
of IGAR (north) interacted 
with Akhegwo village’s GBs, 
VCCs, and VGS on Jan. 9.  

The aim of  the event 

was to discuss security issues 
for the coming elections in 
Nagaland; communal issues 
between the Sema and the 
Sangtam tribes; and projects 
to uplift the society, a press 
release from the security 

establishment stated. 
The people of Ngoromi 

and new Longmatra are 
also stated to have assured 
to ‘abstain from communal 
issues.’  They assured to 
provide assistance to the 
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Images of Naga delegates at the Naga Day programme organised by FNR at Khuochiezie (local ground) in Kohima on January 10. EM Images

(From extreme right) NPCC President K Therie,  former NLA Speaker 
ET Ezung, AICC secretary in-charge of Nagaland Dr. K Jayakumar, and 
former chief minister KL Chishi a er addressing media persons on 
January 10 at Hotel Sarama  in Dimapur. 

EM Images

Among Lemtur speaking on the 
first night of the Mokokchung 
Town Youth Spiritual Fes val on 
January 10.

EM Images

Youth spiritual festival underway in Mkg

Lotha organisation condemns AR’s actionCongress open to alliance with NDPP

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Jan. 10 
(EMN): More than 1500 
youth attended in the first 
night of  the Mokokchung 
Town Youth Spiritual Fes-
tival held at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, Mokokc-
hung on January 9.

Addressing the spiritual 

DC Kohima, Rajesh Soundarajan, 
giving away the prize to the best 
Village Adop on Commi ee on 
January 9.

Kohima DPDB honours 
best adoption committee

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The D-Block Ward Adop-
tion Committee under 9 
Kohima town assembly 
constituency on the theme 
“Fostering development 
through people’s par-
ticipation” was adjudged 
the best performing team 
among the six village 
adoption committees initi-
ated by the Kohima Dis-
trict Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB). 
Zhadima village under 
11 Northern Angami as-
sembly constituency was 
declared the second best 
team. The two best Village 
Adoption Committees 
were awarded cash prize 
of  INR 30,000 and INR 
20,000 respectively and 
complimentary prizes for 
the other four teams.

The best adoption 
committees were awarded 
during the monthly DPDB 
meeting -cum-exit confer-
ence of  village adoption 
programme held on Janu-
ary 9 at DPDB conference 
hall, Kohima.

Chairing the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioner 
and DPDV vice chairman, 
Rajesh Soundararajan has 
appreciated all the village 
adoption committees and 
the village chairmen for 
their commendable jobs. 

He remarked that the suc-
cessful culmination of  vil-
lage adoption committees 
was a classic example of  
how we can achieve to-
gether as a team. 

He further encouraged 
the members to work to-
gether and come out with 
such innovative activities 
for more development. 
The DC also gave away 
the awards to the winners.

In connection with the 
forthcoming state assem-
bly election, the DC re-
quested the members espe-
cially the Power, PHE and 
Education departments to 
ensure all minimum fa-
cilities for polling stations. 
He also requested all the 
Heads of  Offices to exe-
cute their duties as respon-
sible officers in regard to 
exemption and requisition 
of  government employees 
and vehicles. 

He further informed 
the members to attend 
the meeting in connection 
with the Republic Day cel-
ebration which would be 
held shortly and to keep 
track of  their responsibili-
ties.

ADC Planning and 
Member Secretary, Ke-
tohoLuho, while deliv-
ering the introductory 
remarked that the village 
adoption committees 
were formed with a vision 
to elevate the living condi-
tions at the grassroot level 
including some urban 
sectors. He appreciated 
the DPDB Kohima for 
coming forward to uplift 
the weakest and remotest 
villages in the district. He 
further urged the mem-
bers to work harder for 
the uplift of  the villagers.

Nagas unity still in critical ‘dimension’ – Adani

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
Former president of  Unit-
ed Naga Council (UNC), L 
Adani lamented that unity 
among Naga people is still 
in a much more critical ‘di-
mension’ because of  the 
‘distance of  the minds and 
hearts’ that have widened 
over the years.

Speaking at the Naga 
Day programme held 
in Kohima on January 
10, Adani observed that 
though Nagas have con-
verged from across the 
spread of  the ancestral 
domain at the call of  Fo-
rum for Naga Reconcilia-

tion (FNR), he was scep-
tical that Nagas have also 
come with their respective 
shawls and with narrow 
bias tribal original perspec-
tive of  the south, north, 
east and west of  them and 
us. “We have also come 
with distrust and hurts 
‘perceived and real’ which 
are deeply entrenched.” 
At the same time, Adani 
asserted that the way for-
ward from the seemingly 
impossible situation was 
to collectively ‘commit 
ourselves today to the 
higher and bigger pos-
sibility so that we are not 
swayed to confusion and 

disillusion’ by immediate 
emotions and sentiments 
of  ‘us and them.’ 

‘Let tribes and regions 
not be the cause of  our 
division but let us allow 
our enlightened spirit to 
form a collective belong-
ingness in the many tribes 
and regions that we are,’ 
called Adani and added 
that Nagas must firmly and 
proudly position ourselves 
to withstand pestiferous 
elements and evolve strat-
egies to overcome influ-
ences that jeopardise Naga 
nationhood in the spirit of  
oneness and being Nagas 
across borders. 

‘In the spirit of  oneness 
which envisions you, me 
and all of  us as belonging 
to one socio, cultural and 
political identity lies the 
foundation of  the Naga as 
a people with a common 
hope and common future,’ 
he added.

He also expressed hope 
that the convergence will 
‘dissolve the borders of  the 
imagination within us and 
gain strength from within 
ourselves collectively and 
enable us to open up and 
reach out to our neigh-
bours with a message of  
higher and bigger human 
possibilities together. He 

opined that the observance 
of  the Naga Day would 
consolidate and cement the 
organic wellbeing of  the 
Naga people.

Stressing on the need to 
earnestly seek and open the 
minds to the world of  every 
widening thoughts and ac-
tions, Dr. P. Ngully em-
phasised that Nagas must 
begin as in the ancient days 
by renewing and rebuilding 
relationship through face 
to face encounter.

Stating that Nagas at 
time disagree strongly but 
still remain friends, Dr. 
Ngully maintained that 
‘accepting people not like 

Lieutenant General Anil Chauhan handing over charges of GOC 3 Corps 
to Lieutenant General Gopal R on January 9.

Lt. Gen. Gopal takes charge of 3 Corps

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
Lieutenant General Gopal 
R has taken over the reins 
of  the prestigious Spear 
Corps on January 9. Spear 
Corps is one of  the larg-
est and operationally most 
active Corps of  the Indian 
Army. He takes over the 
Spear Corps from Lieuten-
ant General Anil Chauhan, 

who proceeded on posting 
to Army Headquarters, 
New Delhi.

Lieutenant General 
Gopal R is an infantry 
officer from the eighth 
Gorkha Rifles of  the Indi-
an Army. He is an alumnus 
of  the Defence Services 
Staff  College, the Higher 
Command Course as well 

as the National Defence 
College. Lieutenant Gen-
eral Gopal R has had an 
illustrious career encom-
passing several command, 
staff  and instructional ap-
pointments including those 
of  commanding an infan-
try battalion on the Sia-
chen Glacier, A Mountain 
Brigade and an Assam Ri-
fles Range in South Assam, 
besides being one of  the 
founding members of  the 
team which established the 
Defence Command and 
Staff  College at Botswana. 

The General has exten-
sive operational experience 
including in the North 
East. 

Both Lieutenant Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan and 
Lieutenant General Gopal 
R conveyed their best wish-
es and continuing support 
to the people of  North east-
ern states.

us can make us grow and 
every time we hold out 
a hand of  friendship to 
somebody not like us, we 
heal one of  the fractures of  
our wounded world.’

While pointing that 
‘if  our identity is weak we 
will feel threatened,’ Dr. 
Ngully said ‘our identity 
can be strong only when 
we understand who we are, 
where we come from and 
what are the values and 
ideal with which we live. 
This is possible only by 
narrating and understand-
ing our story, reading and 
studying our history,’ he 
added.

He has further urged 
upon the Nagas take a 
collective responsibility to 
move from the ‘world of  
me to all of  us’ together 
to discover our ancient be-
liefs of  wisdom and truth. 
Only then, he said, ‘we will 
surely be prepared to face 
the future ‘not alone but 
together’ and can claim our 
rightful place through the 
healing of  our spirit as a 
nation among nations.’

festival, Among Lemtur 
encouraged the youth to be 
focussed if  they want to be 
successful in fulfilling the 
plans and purpose of  God 
in their life. The charismat-
ic missionary also urged 
the youth to be productive 
in their life by fixing their 
eyes to ‘the Alpha and the 
Omega.’   

Lemtur asserted that 
once they learn to focus, 
they will get direction and 
vision adding they would 
get motivated and confi-
dence to fulfil God’s pur-
pose.’

While reminding the 
youth that they would face 
temptations when they at-
tempt to leave negativism, 
jealousy, worldly wealth 
and pleasure, the speaker 
instilled confidence by say-

ing that they would be able 
to cross rough weather by 
walking with Jesus.

The praise and worship 
was led by Youth Alive 
Ministry, while the organ-
ising committee member 
Imliwapang delivered the 
welcome address and ex-
hortation and invocation 
was offered by Toshi Sang-
lir, ABAM youth secretary. 
A special number was also 
presented by Mulung Im-
song.

The five-day Mokokc-
hung Town Youth Spiritual 
Festival held on the theme 
“Focus” would culminate 
on January 14. The festival 
is being organised jointly 
by Youth Alive, Cross 
Road Christian Ministry, 
Christ Church, Lydia Min-
istry and Amazing Grace.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
Wokha Humtso Elumyo 
Senior Youth Welfare Fo-
rum (WHESYWF) has 
strongly condemned the 
unprecedented raid on the 
official residence of  NSCN 
(IM) kilonser, RT Tsanglao 
of  Elumyo village, in DI-
mapur on December 26 by 
the troops of  32 Assam Ri-
fles under the command of  
one Col. VS Pal. 

A joint press release 
issued by WHESYWF 
president Tsenbomo P 

Humtsoe and the secretary 
Renben Tsanglao have re-
quested all concerned to 
condemn the ‘unscrupu-
lous act’ of  the Assam 
Rifles terming it as an in-
sult to the long cherished 
dream of  the Nagas for 
permanent peace. 

“The raid executed 
without any rhyme or rea-
son has not only ruined 
the festive mood and the 
peaceful atmosphere in the 
state but also hurt the sen-
timents of  the Naga free-

dom fighter and a peace 
loving person. The state-
ment added. 

WHESYWF has ad-
vised the 32 Assam Rifles 
to desist from such cow-
ardly act and to ascertain 
the facts properly before 
any action since such ir-
responsible act in the 
future. It cautioned that 
such deliberate activities 
would only jeopardise the 
long nurtured peace talks 
between the Centre and 
the Nagas. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 10: The 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee’s (NPCC) 
president K Therie has said 
the state’s Congress was 
willing for an alliance with 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
and with secular parties 
that do not subscribe to the 
RSS ideology. 

Addressing media per-
sons at Hotel Saramati in 
Dimapur on January 10, 
Therie blamed the govern-
ment of  India for ‘creating 
confusion’ among the peo-
ple of  Nagaland about the 
forthcoming state assembly 
elections. He affirmed that 
the Congress endorses “so-
lution before election.” 

‘However if  election is 
announced Congress will 
participate in the process of  
election and the party will 
come to an understanding 

with secular forces for alli-
ance,’ Therie asserted. 

The All India Congress 
Ccommittee’s secretary in-
charge for Nagaland Dr. K 
Jayakumar addressed the 
media too. He questioned 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the confidentiali-
ty of  the ‘framework agree-
ment’ which was signed 
on August 3, 2015. “The 
party is deeply saddened 
that it is taking three years 
for the Modi government 
to announce the content of  
the framework agreement 
when everything is ready,” 
said. 

The Congress affirmed 
that the party in three years 
time will connect all districts 
with ‘A-class roads,’ con-
centrate on the eastern ar-
eas, and introduce ‘Lokay-
ukta Bill’ in six months to 
check corruption, besides 
wiping out unemployment 

in two years. 
“The land-use policy 

of  the state will be changed 
and focus will be to ensure 
that all the citizens are pro-
vided with cashless card 
health care scheme,” Jaya-
kumar assured. 

Taking a jibe at the 
Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), Jayakumar ridi-
culed saying that the NPF 
does not know what Mini-
mum Support Price was, 
which was the electoral 
promise of  the BJP during 
the 2014 general elections. 
He pointed out that, ‘It is 
a shame that NPF is in al-
liance with the BJP.’ Also, 
he questioned the party if  
it was ‘consciously happy 
to be in alliance with BJP.’  

Jayakumar made an 
ardent appeal to the state’s 
Congress workers to stand 
united; and to those who 
defected to other parties. 
He has invited them to 
‘come into its fold for the 
interest of  the state.’  

The election mani-
festo of  the Congress will 
be released soon. The In-
dian National Congress’ 
president Rahul Gandhi is 
expected to visit the state, 
informed Jayakumar. 

Former NLA Speaker 
ET Ezung and former 
chief  minister KL Chishi 
were also present at the 
press conference. 
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Shillong, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
The final electoral rolls in 
Meghalaya were published 
on Wednesday with names 
of  18,30,104 voters ahead 
of  the Assembly elections, 
Chief  Electoral Officer 
Frederick Roy Kharkongor 
said.

A total 3,27,595 new 
voters, including 88,412 first-
timers between the age of  
18 and 19, were registered 
in these rolls that showed an 
increase of 21.8 per cent, he 
told IANS.

The ninth Meghalaya 
Assembly comprising 60 
members was constituted on 
March 7, 2013, and its term 
expires on March 6.

Of the 18,30,104 voters, 
as many as 9,23,848 are 
women.

No one from the third 
gender has come forward to 
register in the latest electoral 
rolls though Form 6 was 
made available for them.

During the course of  
electoral revision, the names 
of 8,276 voters were deleted 
and 6,645 applications 
rejected, Kharkongor said.

The total number of  
polling stations in the state 

has increased to 3,082 from 
2,485 in the 2013 elections.

Mawshynrut assembly 
constituency registered 
maximum 2 ,123  new 
voters while West Shillong 
seat recorded just 316 new 
voters.

Mawlai segment has 
the  maximum 42,780 
electors while Dalu seat has 

minimum 18,359 voters as 
per the revised electoral rolls.

On the other hand, 
Meghalaya’s Systematic 
Voters’ Education and 
Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) initiative, ‘Mission 
U Nite’ (U and I towards 
Enrolment),  has been 
shortlisted by the Election 
Commission as a nominee 

for National Awards 2017 
for creatively engaging the 
youth.

Kharkongor said the 
campaign aggressively 
championed enrolment on 
educational campuses.

At  the  end of  the 
campaign, he said, there was 
a net addition of 21,455 new 
voters to the electoral rolls.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Jan. 10 (EMN):  
During his time visit to 
K a r b i  A n g l o n g ,  t h e 
g o v e r n o r  o f  A s s a m 
Prof. Jagdish Mukhi  on 

Wed. met with the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Counci l  (KAAC) and 
some social and student 
organisations of  Karbi 
Anglong at Circuit House 

in Diphu on Jan. 10 Wed. 
D u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t 

va r i o u s  m e m o r a n d a s 
were submitted by various 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .   T h e 
governor also participated 

in cleanliness drives at 
the  Gandhi  Park  and 
paid f loral   tr ibute to 
Mahatma Gandhi.  He 
visited Diphu govt. boys 
hr. secondary school and 
the Diphu civil hospital 
which is claimed to be 
the ‘cleanliest hospital in 
the district.’ He expressed 
disappointment with the 
hospital’s management 
after inspecting the toilet 
and other sctions at the 
hospital. 

Addressing a press 
c o n f e r e n c e,   M u k h i  
talked about development 
in the district. Until the 
Northeast region remains 
underdeveloped, India will 
not develop, he said. The 
government is ‘trying’ to 
bring development in the 
region  by introducing and 
implementing connectivity 
such as airways, waterways 
,railways, and roads with 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  A s i a n 
countries. This is to have 
t r a d e  a n d  c o m m e r c e 

relations. 
Talking to Eastern 

Mirror, Hill State Demand 
Council’s (HSDC) General 
Secretary Laichan Engleng 
said that the HSDC had 
submitted a memorandum 
but could not have proper 
d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e 
governor.

Likewise,  the  eas t 
and west Karbi Anglong 
district committee of  the 
BJP has jointly submitted 
a memorandum regarding 
implementation of  the 
244 (A) of  the Indian 
Consti tution ‘without 
delay.’ 

The BJP party has also 
demanded publication of  
the National Registration 
o f  C i t i z e n  ( N R C ) 
and Electoral Rolls in 
English and ‘immediate 
completion’ of  NH.329 
Manja-Diphu-Lumding 
(52) road.

The governor arrived 
on Jan.9 evening with wife 
Prem Mukhi.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): The 
government’s focus on all- round 
development of  the northeastern 
region will help the BJP emerge 
victorious in the poll-bound states 
of Tripura and Meghalaya, Union 
minister Jitendra Singh said today.

S i n g h ,  w h o  h o l d s  t h e 
independent charge of the Ministry 
of Development of North Eastern 
Region, said the region’s journey 
has been from “neglect to high 
priority” under the BJP-led NDA 
government.

He cited a number of measures 
taken by the Centre, including 
amendment to the Forest Act 
to exclude bamboo from the 
definition of trees, which will boost 
economy in states like Tripura.

The amendment of the forest 
act has been welcomed by tribals 
especially in Tripura as it would 
improve their earnings. With this 
amendment now felling and transit 
of  bamboo grown in non-forest 
areas will not be restricted, he told 
reporters.

This could have been done a few 
decades ago, but no government 
has been as sensitive and concerned 
towards the Northeast as the Modi 
government is towards the region, 
he said.

Sharing various another 
steps taken by the Centre for the 
development of the region, Singh 
said the government is all set to 
inaugurate an airport at Sikkim 
and is in process of upgrading the 
airport in Shillong in Meghalaya.

Similarly, land for an airport 

has been identified in Arunachal 
Pradesh, he added.

To make the region easily 
approachable and more accessible, 
the government has already 
working overtime to spread the 
rail network in the region, he said, 
adding that many new rail lines 
have already been approved in last 
three years.

He  a l so  in for med  tha t 
Arunachal Pradesh will have 
the second Film and Television 
Institute of India after Pune.

It will give a boost to the 
employability of Northeast youth 
and open avenues for exciting 
career choices in various domains 
of  media and filmmaking, he 
added. Noting that the region is 
on top of the Modi government’s 
development agenda, Singh said 
every fortnight one union minister 
visits one state in the region. 

The government is  also 
considering running helicopter- 
based OPD to far-flung areas of the 
region, he said.

Guwahati, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
One person was killed and 
several others were injured 
in police firing to disperse 
an irate mob protesting over 
an alleged custodial death in 
Darrang district of  Assam 
on Wednesday.

Several officials of  
police and other security 
forces, including a Deputy 
Superintendent of  Police, 
were among those injured in 
the mob attack.

Indefinite curfew was 
clamped in and around 
Dhula to ensure violence did 
not spread further. Although 
the situation in the area 
was under control, tension 
continued to simmer.

The state government 
ordered a magisterial probe 
into the circumstances 
leading to the police firing 
and subsequent civilian 
death.

The violence started in 
the morning when hundreds 
of people gathered in front 
of Dhula police station after 
the death of  Hasen Ali on 
Tuesday night there. Earlier, 
angry locals protested on 
the National Highway 15 to 
demand action against the 
guilty police officials.

Ali, a daily wager, was 
allegedly picked up by 
police station incharge on 
Tuesday night and tortured. 
Although police sent him 
to the Guwahati Medical 
College and Hospital, he 

died. Police also searched 
Ali’s house after suspecting 
him of  possessing illegal 
firearms.

As locals gathered at 
the Dhula police station, 
police lathi-charged them. 
When the irate mob turned 
violent and attacked the 
police station with stones, 
police fired blanks to control 
the situation.

“B lank  f i r ing  was 
ordered to disperse the 
crowd.  However,  two 
protesters were hit. Mohidul 
Islam breathed his last 
later while another injured 
person Ghulam Mustafa 
was struggling for life in a 
hospital,” police said.

“Locals allege that Ali 
died in custody following 
po l ice  a t roc i t i e s.  We 
have already ordered a 
magisterial probe and 
officer concerned, Ranjit 
Hazarika, has been placed 
under suspension,” Darrang 
Deputy Commissioner 
Ashok Kumar Barman said.

H e  s a i d  t h e  m o b 
attacked the police station 
even though al l  their 
demands were met. “If  
the police official is found 
guilty, action will be taken 
against him,” Barman said.  
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal ordered Additional 
Chief  Secretary M.G.V.K. 
Bhanu to inquire and submit 
a report on the incident at 
the earliest.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): To 
help in timely running of trains 
during foggy season, a new 
GPS based system for auto 
warning to train drivers has 
been put to use by N.F.Railway. 

A press  re lease  f rom 
the Chief  Public Relations 
Officer NFR mentions that an 
equipment called FogPASS 
(Fog Pilot Assistance system 
for Safety) consisting of  an 
inbuil t  batter y and GPS 
antenna with magnetic base 
has been instal led in al l 
locomotives in N.F.Railway. 

The device which weighs 
1.5 kg is said to be carried 
by the loco pilot at the time 
of  assuming charge of  the 
locomotive which is said to 
be placed on the consul of  the 

pilot and as the train moves, it 
displays short description and 
remaining distance of  next 
two landmarks in geographical 
order on LCD screen. 

The release mentions that 
landmarks include signals of  
various types, level crossing 
gate etc. This means that as a 
train approaches a station the 
device will flash the distance 
left for the home signal of  that 
station. Thus even if  the pilot 
is unable to physically see the 
signal, he would be aware of  
how far train is from the signal 
and would be alert to notice the 
aspect of  the signal (red, green 
or yellow) and act accordingly. 
There is also provision of  voice 
announcement in speakers 
attached with the device for 

attention of  drivers. The new 
device has proved to be greatly 
helpful to drivers in the foggy 
weather. 

A total number of  1101 
numbers of  such devices 
have already been allotted 
to all Divisions for fixing in 
locomotives. 

Besides, Railways has 
a l s o  d e p l o ye d  Fo g m e n 
to place detonators on the 
tracks to alert the loco pilots 
about approaching signals. 
Senior railway officials are 
undertaking night foot plate 
inspection and track patrolling 
to detect cases of  rail fracture.

R a i l w a y s  h av e  a l s o 
provided sufficient walkie-
talkie sets to the crew and 
station staff. Signal indication 

booklets have been provided 
to loco pilot and counselling 
on working during fog is also 
being done. 

I t  is  to be mentioned 
here that, during intense fog 
situation, railways normally 
face problem of  shortage of  
crew resulting from longer 
working hours due to slower 
mobility, heavy crowing of  
waiting list passengers and 
non-availabil i ty of  track 
maintenance slots due to 
reduced capacity apart from 
complete disorientation of  
timetable. 

So the new GPS based 
system named FogPASS is 
proving to be a boon to speed 
up train during intense fog 
situation.

Itanagar, Jan. 10 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief  Minister Chowna Mein 
has invited suggestions from 
state government officials to 
achieve the target of  doubling 
farmer’s income by 2022.

Chairing a pre-budget 
meeting with the secretaries 
and directors of agriculture and 
allied departments yesterday, 
Mein said the Centre’s objective 
of  doubling farmers’ income 
can only be achieved through 

farming-related activities.
He asked the officials to 

submit the proposals with five 
years perspective planning 
so that the objective can be 
achieved by 2022, an official 
release said here today.

Mein said that in addition 
to supply of  quality planting 
materials to farmers, the 
feasibility of drip and sprinkler 
irrigation to cash and plantation 
crops should be looked into.

He asked the officials 

to make optimum use of  
farmers’ e-marketing portals 
for marketing local produce 
outside the state, which would 
help fetch better prices.

The deputy chief  minister 
also called on veterinary and 
fishery departments to increase 
their activities, and propose 
schemes that can supplement 
the agriculture and horticulture 
income of the farmers.

“ D a i r y  a n d  p o u l t r y 
farming will  give double 

benefit to the farmer in terms 
of milk production, as well as 
in achieving the objective of  
organic farming,” Mein said.

He asked the departments to 
go for large scale fish cultivation 
and make all defunct fish 
farms of the state government 
functional.

The minister added that 
fishery tourism is another 
potential of  the state, where 
educated youths and established 
fishermen can be engaged. 

Agartala, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
Northeast India’s first 100-
feet High Mast National 
Flag (HMNF) was on 
Wednesday installed in 
Tripura capital Agartala.

Tripura Chief  Minister 
Manik Sarkar unveiled the 
High Mast National Flag 
in front of Ujjayanta Palace 
-- the former royal palace of  
Tripura and now northeast 
India’s biggest museum.

State-owned Oil and 
Natural Gas Corporation 
( O N G C )  a n d  N e w 
Delhi-based Fast Track 
Engineering Company 
jointly installed the HMNF 
at a cost of Rs 15.89 lakh.

“ T h e  H M N F  w a s 
instal led f irst  t ime in 
northeast India. In and 
around 300 places across 
the country such HMNFs 
were installed by various 
organisations to popularise 
the tri -colour.  This is 
ONGC’s f i f th  HMNF 
in  India ,”  an  ONGC 
spokesman said.

The official said that 
the National Flag of 20x30 
feet size on a 100-feet-high 
flag pole become an added 
attraction of  the bordering 
capital city.

“Industrialist Navin 
Jindal initiated the scheme 
in India and faced nine-
year legal hurdles to get 
government permission to 
set up the HMNF in various 
places of  north India,” the 
official added.

The  f l ag  po le  has 
been designed keeping 
in mind the geometry of  
Ujjayanta palace, which was 
constructed between 1899 
and 1901 by the erstwhile 
Tripura king Maharaja 
Radha Kishore Manikya.

The Ujjayanta palace 
was the home of  the then 
ruling Manikya dynasty 
until Tripura`s accession 
to India in October 1949. 
The palace was purchased 
from the royal family by 
the Tripura government in 
1972-73 for Rs 2.5 million 
and was used to house the 
state legislative assembly 
until July 2011, before it was 
turned into northeast India’s 
biggest museum.

Guwahati, Jan. 10 (PTI): Assam 
government today said it would 
build 83,000 houses in urban areas 
for the financially weaker section of  
the society under a new Affordable 
Housing Policy.

Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal directed the Urban 
Development Department to prepare 
the policy at the earliest.

“Government of  Assam would 
soon adopt an Affordable Housing 
Policy in the state taking into 
consideration the specific needs of  
the financially weaker section of  
the society and effecting suitable 
modification of the existing by laws,” 

an official release said.
The decision was taken at a 

meeting in which proposed projects 
of the Assam State Housing Board 
were discussed.

“Our government is committed 
to ensure housing for all and we 
would construct 83,000 houses at 
urban areas for the Lower Income 
Group (LIG) and Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS)”, Sonowal 
said during the meeting. 

He also asked the Assam State 
Housing Board to complete survey of  
its assets and conduct their valuation 
in a time bound manner so that 
bigger projects could be taken up.

Guwahati, Jan. 10 (PTI): Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
today flagged off  free bus services 
for women employees of  the state 
secretariat, ‘Janata Bhawan’, and 
announced to open two creches for 
their children there.

P rov id ing  bus se s  to  the 
women employees was one of  the 
Budget promises and it help them 
come to work without difficulty, 
thereby contributing to the overall 
development of work culture, he said.

“Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal flagged off  six number 

of  ASTC (Assam State Transport 
Corporation) buses for women 
employees of Janata Bhawan under 
Sustainable Development Goal 
programme at the premises of  
Janata Bhawan,” an official release 
said.

Sonowal also announced that 
two creches for women employees 
would be opened in Janata Bhawan 
complex in near future.

One would be for children in the 
age group between 6 months and 3 
years, and the other would be for kids 
from 3 years to 6 years, he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 10 (EMN):Manipur 
Chief Minister Nongthombam Biren 
Singh met around 600 people besides 
receiving 180 complaints during the 
first Hill Leaders’ Day in Imphal on 
Wed.

Biren Singh had been meeting 
public leaders on two occasions 
namely  ‘hill leaders day’ on the 10th 
day of  every month and Meeyamgi 
Numit (‘people’s day’) on every 
15th day since the BJP-led coalition 
government came to power in March 
2017.

Since then, he has been meeting 
with the public ‘to understand their 
actual grievances.’

On Wed. too he met with public 
leaders from th hill districts at the 
Durbar Hall of  the chief  minister’s 
secretariat in Imphal. 

Speaking to media after meeting 
with the public, Chief Minister Biren, 
who is also a former journalist, said 
that he had been able to ‘identify the 
actual grievances of the masses.’

“This has helped the government 
in resolving the problems faced by the 
people and fulfil their needs up to a 
large extent,” he said.“Formulation of  
different social security schemes and 
its subsequent implementation were 
also the outcomes of these two days.”

Stating that Hill Leaders’ Day 
and Meeyamgi Numit had reduced 
the gap between the people and the 
government, he vowed to continue 
meeting with the public durng these 
two days this year as well.

Regarding the proposed visit of  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
March this year, Singh said that 
although ‘official confirmation’ is yet 
to be received, Modi’s visit to the state 
was ‘almost certain’ as the BJP-led 
state government’s first anniversary 
celebration falls on March 15.

Responding to a query, Singh said 
also that the state’s budget for the 
fiscal 2018-19 would give thrust to key 
areas like employment through skill 
development, connectivity (including 
internet and media, road, railways 
and air services), education, health, 

fisheries, agriculture and horticulture 
etc.

After hearing the grievances of  a 
group of organic farmers from Singda, 
he directed officials to do the needful 
to construct a market shed at the 
village as soon as possible.

Acting on a request of  orange 
growers from a village in Ukhrul 
district, he instructed the officials 
of  the Horticulture department also 
to take steps for large-scale orange 
production and detect possible plant 
diseases.

Shillong, Jan. 10 (PTI): Women have 
outnumbered men, making up for 50.4 
per cent of the registered voters in the final 
electoral rolls of the state.

The voters’ list, published yesterday, 
has names of 18, 30, 104 voters, of which 
9, 23,848 are women, chief electoral officer 
(CEO) F R Kharkongor said.

The final list was released after looking 
into the claims and objections filed from 
different quarters of  Meghalaya, where 
assembly elections are due in the first half  
of this year, he said.

Meghalaya, with a population of 3.2 
million people, has a literacy rate of 74.4 
%, according to the official records of the 
state government.

The tenure of  the current assembly 
expires on March 6 and the Election 

Commission is making last-minute 
preparations before announcing the poll 
date, the CEO said.

During the course of  electoral rolls 
revision, the names of  3, 27,595 voters, 
including 42,843 first-timers in age group 
of 18 to 19 years, were added to the list.

A total of 8,276 names were deleted 
from the roll and 6,645 applications were 
rejected, Kharkongor said.

Unlike Tripura, no one in Meghalaya 
registered for the third gender option in the 
final rolls. The number of polling stations 
has been increased from 2,485 in 2013 
to 3,082 this year, an increase of  about 
24 per cent, he said.  Of the 60 assembly 
constituencies in the state, the Mawshynrut 
seat witnessed maximum inclusion with 
2,123 new voters, the officer added.

EM Images

Manipur’s Chief Minister N Biren sharing a moment with leaders from the hill districts during 
the ‘hill leaders day’ in Imphal on Wed.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

MON: NAGALAND

NO.GA/JUD-08/2016-17 /-1000-/ Dated. Mon the 24.11.2016
NOTICE

Whereas, an application has been submitted by Shri/Smti Angap Konyak 
with prayer for issue of succession certificate for drawal of entitled pension 
dues and any other outstanding dues from the Government of Nagaland on 
behalf of his/her husband deceased late Yanan Konyak Ex Pensioner of PPO 
No.111609534 under the establishment of Senior Treasury Officer, Mon. 
Who expired on 16.10.2016.
Objections are hereby invited from person(s) having objection or claim for 
withdrawal of the dues by the applicant within 30 (Thirty) days with effect 
from the date of issue of this Notification No petition will be entertained after 
the expiry of the given period. W.Honje Konyak

Deputy Commissioner
Mon, Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Jan’18

NOTICE
No: REV-1/90-D / Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Senti Longkumer resident of Dimapur who has 
apply for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to 
Patta No.104, Dag No.500 measuring an Area 02-00-
08 located at Block No/Village Padumpukhuri, Mouza 
No.03. Which has been mortgage in the Vijaya Bank.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned 
on or before 17.01.18. 

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4953

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th Jan’18

NOTICE
No: REV-1/90-D / Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti N.Temsu Longkumer resident of Dimapur who 
has apply for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to 
Patta No.671, Dag No.1086 measuring an Area 01-04-
18 located at Block No/Village Padumpukhuri, Mouza 
No.03. Which has been mortgage in the Vijaya Bank.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on 
or before 17.01.18.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4954

OF
 Lt. NEIMHALIE METHA

Time 10:00AM
Venue Diphupar Village 

Local Ground
Date 11.01.2018 D-4951

NO.NPSC/EXAM-6/69(VOL-II) Dated Kohima, the 10th January, 2018

NOTIFICATION

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

With reference to the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission Advertisement NO.NPSC-1/2017 
dated 27-07-2017 and Commission’s 
Noti�cation NO.NPSC/EXAM-6/69 (VOL-II) 
dated 20-11-2017, this is to notify to those 
candidates who have applied for item No.3 
only that examination fees has been refunded 
since 20th November 2017. The last date for 
refund of examination fees is 20-01-2018, after 
which any form of request for refund shall not 
be entertained.

Sd/- KHRUPI SOTHU
Secretary

Nagaland Public Service Commission
Kohima.

KG-2253

DECLARATION
I, Mr. T. Cholongse Sangtam, IAS, 
Rtd. Commissioner & Secretary 
to Government of Nagaland, 
has joined the National People’s 
Party (NPP), under the dynamic 
leadership of Shri. Conrad K. 
Sangma, National President, NPP 
and MP Lok Sabha.  I hereby join 
the party to further strengthen the 
Party in Nagaland State under the 
Presidentship of Shri. Ato Yepthomi.
Date: 9th January 2018

Sd/-
Mr. T. Cholongse Sangtam, IAS (Rtd.)

D
P-

29
2

Ministry of Communications & Information Technology
Department of Posts, Govt. of India

O/O the Director Postal Services:
Nagaland, Kohima - 797001

Phone: 0370 2290597 Fax: 0370-2290597
     Online e-Tenders under e-procurement are invited on behalf of the President of 
India from reputed �rms/companies for supply and installation of counter pattern table 
(wooden) to be supplied in Nagaland Division
The method of online uploading of e-Tender, amount of Earnest Money / Security 
Deposit and General Terms and Conditions   applicable to contract has been mentioned 
in Annexure I. The work is to be performed strictly as per parameters/ technical 
speci�cations given in Part I of Annexure II. The terms and conditions speci�c to the 
contract have been mentioned in Part-II of Annexure II. The proforma for submission of 
tender has been given in Annexure III and Annexure IV to this Notice Inviting Tender The 
schedule of tender is given as under:

Sd-
(R.M.Patel)

Director of Postal Services
Nagaland, Kohima-797001

Tender no. Tender No: Est/Access to Postal 
Network/2017
dated at Kohima-09-01-2018.

Last date and time of online
uploading of Tender/ receipt of limited 
tender by speed post/Regd,AD

19-01-2018 at hrs 18.00 hrs

Amount of Earnest Money
Deposit as per Clause 3 of Annexure I

Rs.31680/-
(Rupees thirty one thousand six hundred  
eighty only)

Date & time of opening of e-Tender 22-01-2018 at 11.00 hrs

Venue O/o the Director Postal Service , 
Nagaland, Kohima - 797001

How to apply:
 Interested �rms/suppliers may log on to www.eprocure.gov.in.

2.  Schedule of e-Tender

KG-2252  

K-
15

17

D-4952

For Demo Visit our Store

Projector Printer B/W Copier Color Copier Copy Printer

Products Available :  DIGITAL PHOTO COPIER , DIGITAL COPY  PRINTER 
DIGITAL COLOR COPIER, LASER PRINTER, PROJECTOR & CONSUMABLES

Authorized For Sales & Service

Odyuo’s  Complex, Near Union Bank ,Nyamo Lotha Road
 Dimapur  PH: 03862- 224415 / 9436003568

XPLORE
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Nagas celebrate...
Aier also articulated that 
Naga Day is a paradigm 
shift from a perpetual 
mindset of clinging on and 
looking backwards and the 
people are strengthening 
their sense of belonging 
and identity, reinforcing 
their confidence in who 
they are as individuals and 
as a people. 

He also spoke of em-
powering the youth to con-
tribute their assets hidden 
under the rubric of cultural 
preservation, which, he 
said needed a change in 
the people’s outlook and 
mindsets. 

“Naga Day takes the 
first step of exorcising the 
worship of the past that has 
enslaved us in the present. 
We must now begin to pave 
ways for our young people. 
We must begin to pave ways 
for our young hearts and 
minds to hold the future of 
our land,” he stated.

Reconciliation is a 
revolution

Human rights and just 
peace activist and member 
of FNR, Dr. Aküm Long-
chari, in his address, em-
phasized the need for Naga 
people to create space for 
truth, mercy, justice and 
peace to come together 
as the place where these 
values meet is called rec-
onciliation, which is real-
ized through the common 
action.

According to  him, 
though reconciliation is of-
ten limited to forgiveness, it 
is very action-oriented, and 
the heart of it, reconciliation 
is a revolution that implies a 

new way of life. Longchari 
is of the view that the time 
for Nagas to embrace dif-
ferences and to rise above 
them, consolidate on their 
commonness, examine 
themselves and to explore 
their visionary imagina-
tions was here. He said the 
Naga Day is a call to com-
mon action, to be a light 
in the growing darkness of 
the present situation, and 
the need to relearn and to 
nurture Naga values and 
ethos to light the path to 
the future.

He expressed that Na-
gas need to recover the val-
ues of truth: not the kind 
that hides and shields the 
fact but that which reveals 
and liberates. 

He also propagated the 
need to practice the values 
of grace and compassion, 
as the present generation 
lived in a situation where 
mercy has become blind in 
the Naga context; to uphold 
the values of justice which 
is about respect, account-
ability and responsibility 
towards eachother; to em-
brace the values of peace 
by living in freedom, justice, 
harmony, wholeness, that 
restores and stimulates and 
is light-giving. 

“We are living in a con-
text where truth is sup-
pressed in many ways, 
mercy has been blinded, 
justice has been kidnapped, 
and peace does not even 
exist,” Longchari stated, 
adding that it is only when 
the people commit them-
selves to these values and 
create space for them to 
come together then only 

Chinese yuan weakens against US dollar

Financial bids for all 12 large 
NPA accounts by month-end: SBI

accounts in the second 
list. In August, RBI had 
asked banks to either re-
solve these stressed ac-
counts or refer them to 
NCLT by December 31.

As part of the second 
list, bankers decided to 
take all cases but Anrak 
A l u m i n i u m ,  Ja y a s w a l 
Neco Industries, Soma 
Enterprises and Jaipra-
kash Associates for reso-
lution.

The Supreme Court to-
day said it would decide at 
a later stage the applica-
tion of RBI seeking its nod 
to file insolvency proceed-
ings before NCLT against 
the promoter company 
Jaiprakash Associate Lim-

ited (JAL).
The apex court direct-

ed realtor JAL to give de-
tails of its ongoing hous-
ing projects in the entire 
country while reiterating 
its direction that its di-
rectors shall not alienate 
their personal properties.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
also directed amicus curie 
Pawan Shree Agrawal to 
set up a portal to take note 
of the grievances of the 
home buyers of JAL.

I B C  h a s  d e f i n e d  a 
time-frame for the resolu-
tion and there is a 14-day 
time period for admission 
or rejection of a case by 
NCLT.

After a case is accepted 
by NCLT, the creditor gets 
30 days to hire insolvency 
practitioners and then 
the entire process is to 
be completed in 180 days 
which takes into account 
various possibilities in-
cluding revival of projects 
or liquidation.

judgement on the macro-
economy and the foreign 
exchange market.

In May 2017, authori-
ties introduced the “coun-
ter-cyclical factor” to the 
existing pricing model 

of the yuan’s central par-
ity rate against the dollar, 
aiming to moderate pro-
cyclical fluctuations driv-
en by irrational sentiment 
in the foreign exchange 
market.

the wholeness of the Naga 
identity will become more 
distinct.

The revolution of minds 
and hearts will begin only 
when the Nagas have the 
courage, strength and the 
determination for truth, 
mercy, justice and peace to 
come together. “To become 
the light in this darkness of 
despair, we need to realize 
we cannot wait for tomor-
row because we cannot 
borrow the future of our 
children. The light in us 
needs to be lit today so that 
we become the difference,” 
he stated.

Spirit of Nagas with-
out borders

The Naga family tran-
scends the demarcation of 
border lines, but often the 
Naga people themselves 
try to relate to each other 
on the basis of the direction 
and demarcation, hurting 
those who are pointed at 
and referred to. This obser-
vation was made by Naga-
land Joint Christian Forum 
president and Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) general secretary, 
Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho.

Pointing out that there 
were many broken lines 
in the Naga fabric today, 
he stressed on extending 
hands to one another so as 
to find healing and to make 
the ‘broken lines’ disap-
pear. 

Keyho was also vocal 
about Nagas having be-
come experts in narrat-
ing their history and their 
past but have become weak 
in finding the strength to 
live out their idyllic past 
of oneness. “The divide in 
our mind has become big-
ger and stronger than the 
arbitrary boundaries, the 

physical and geographical 
divides,” he rued. Towards 
this, he called upon the 
people to mentally implant 
‘Nagas without borders’ by 
uprooting the notion that 
one is better than the other.

Also, he advocated cre-
ating a positive history for 
the future by going back to 
the past glory of oneness 
and come out strong by as-
serting that unity is a must; 
positive thinking, by learn-
ing to respect one another; 
and taking the journey of 
finding the true and living 
God as much as they try to 
find themselves. 

“As we return home with 
the setting of the sun to our 
region, villages, towns and 
homes may a new day dawn 
upon us with the spirit of 
‘Nagas without borders’.... 
In God there is no east, 
no west, no south and no 
north, all are one and united 
in Christ. May this dawn 
upon us today,” Keyho as-
serted.

Irony of lives 
Social activist Dr. Ching-

mak Chang presented a 
perspective on the stark 
difference in the way of 
life for Nagas living in dif-
ferent places. Recalling his 
visit to the heart of the Naga 
self-administered area in 
Myanmar in 2014, he nar-
rated of being struck by 
the alienation of an entire 
people from changes that 
were happening globally. 
He asserted that the occa-
sion marked the day the 
Naga Club presented ‘the 
infamous letter, for some’ 
to the Simon Commission 
89 years ago stating the right 
of Naga to be a nation, but 
ironically, Nagas live in dif-
ferent time zones wherein 
even today, some still lived 

the tattoo age and many 
in rural Nagaland were still 
unable to differentiate the 
denominations on currency 
notes.

But what is noteworthy, 
he said, is the farsightedness 
of the Naga Club members 
who, in 1929, decided the 
right to assertion of their 
right as one people. While 
subtly acknowledging the 
likelihood of the presence of 
representatives from the in-
telligence community of the 
government at the event, 
Chang boldly pointed out 
they would agree with him 
that to assert one’s right as 
a people is not a crime but 
a democratic value. “We 
learn this from India’s own 
non-violence movement or 
Satyagraha, and Nagas were 
at the forefront at that time 
and in dialogue with the 
great Mahatma then. Nagas 
learnt alongside Indians the 
right to self determination 
from British rule. And to 
celebrate that event of one 
thing to be your own true 
self should not be a matter 
of concern but rather be 
acknowledged as a reality,” 
he stated.

“Our forefathers fought 
alongside the Indian sol-
diers in Europe, both in the 
two world wars, and this 
shared history of a journey 
to self determination against 
the British rule should not 
be ignored or discounted....
To me, this is the Naga story, 
and we are glad India is will-
ing to agree to acknowledge 
this,” he added. However, he 
expressed that for as long as 
the Nagas equate their secu-
larity to their tribal identi-
ties, no progress or change 
would come. “Change can 
happen only if you decide to 
accept the ‘otherness’ in the 
other person,” he said. 

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): 
Country’s largest lender 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
expects financial bidding 
process for resolution of 
12 big stressed accounts to 
be over by the end of this 
month, said the bank’s top 
official.

SBI is the lead banker 
in 6 out of 12 large NPAs 
with total outstanding 
loan of Rs 1.75 lakh crore.

“F i n a n c i a l  b i d s  o f 
Electrosteel and Monnet 
Ispat have already come. 
We hope to receive bids 
for remaining cases dur-
ing this month itself,” SBI 
Chairman Rajnish Kumar 
told PTI.

Ot h e r  c a s e s  w h i c h 
are pending before the 
National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT ) under 
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC) are Es-
sar Steel, Bhushan Steel, 
Bhushan Power and Steel, 
Lanco Infra, Alok Indus-
tries,  Amtek Auto,  Era 
Infra, Jaypee Infratech, 
ABG Shipyard and Jyoti 
Structures.

RBI’s internal advisory 
committee (IAC) in June 
identified 12 accounts, 
each having more than Rs 
5,000 crore of outstanding 
loans and accounting for 
25 per cent of total NPAs 
of banks.

N o n - p e r f o r m i n g 
Assets(NPAs)of public sec-
tor banks have increased 
to Rs 7.33 lakh crore as of 
June 2017, from Rs 2.78 
lakh crore in March 2015.

Besides, RBI also came 
out with 28 large stressed 

Beijing, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
The central parity rate 
of the Chinese currency, 
the renminbi or the yuan, 
weakened 239 basis points 
to 6.5207 against the US 
dollar on Wednesday, the 
lowest point in about two 
weeks.

The softer rate came 
after drops in the offshore 
yuan against the dollar 
on Tuesday following ru-
mours that the country’s 
central bank had notified 
lenders to suspend the 
“counter-cyclical factor” 
in the pricing mechanism 
of the yuan’s central parity 
rate, Xinhua reported.

The People’s Bank of 
China said in response that 
parameters of the “counter-
cyclical factor” are deter-
mined by market-making 
banks based on their own 
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Looking  for Pioneers
It is only two centuries since the Naga people came 

into contact with the British and with modernity. 
The most notable was the introduction of  West-
ern education and the gradual conversion of  the 

Nagas into Christianity. These two were the two major 
factors that affected and brought monumental changes 
to the Naga society. The very reason why at present, the 
common Naga narrative still cannot distinguish wheth-
er Christianity or Western education brought about this 
enlightenment. The Nagas who were once head hunters 
and proud of  their trophies suddenly shifted their objec-
tives especially in the field of  education and their new 
found professions.  

Gradually everyone became a pioneer in some field 
or other. A scenario- the first matriculate from a village 
was celebrated and the person who achieved it was re-
spected, and so on and so forth. However with the pas-
sage of  time it became more like a rush for power and 
influence. The Naga tribes had some experience with 
the royalty in the neighbouring areas. With the stories 
and legends of  kings and queens becoming more com-
mon it might have looked achievable to all with some 
form of  title. The individual worked hard for the ti-
tles but their kind worshipped the titles for the power 
it wielded. For the sake of  brevity, the Nagas finally 
learnt even to get titles not through hard work but by 
craft.

The rush for the ‘first’ continues in the 21st century. 
This is in no way to discourage it because it will con-
tinue as long as human society exists. However, the fo-
cus of  such achievements needs to be clear. All achieve-
ments clearly are related towards personal growth and 
the welfare of  one’s immediate kith and kin. Still, one’s 
achievement also propels the creation of  opportunities 
to serve the people, which are sought after by most. So 
if  one’s achievements are used only for one’s growth 
while in a profession meant for serving the people, it 
is wrong.

Nagas also need to differentiate between the first and 
the best. At times these two terms are indistinguishable 
but many a times the first may not always be the best. 
Quantitative and qualitative benchmarking is still new 
for the Naga public. Moreover in real world, pioneers’ 
work becomes failures if  there are no innovators in the 
future. For example, there can be many singers, the first 
from every section, but few musicians and composers. 
So along with the objectives to be the first, refinement 
is needed to be the best. Else, stagnancy creeps in like 
the present state of  Nagaland where mediocrity is being 
celebrated. 

Finally, along with the need to be first in academ-
ics and one’s profession, Naga society at present direly 
need individuals who will be the firsts on matters of  
principle and integrity, where it is lacking. Unfortunate-
ly, honesty and integrity is being branded as a virtue 
only for the foolish. For example, electoral reforms or 
Clean Election Campaign is one of  the most discussed 
issues at hand. This campaign also needs the long list 
of  pioneers like the first convert; the first baptised; the 
first signatory, the first village, the first clan et al. The 
land need such pioneers at present. 

The gospel of truth shines through the 
brokenness of God’s people.

“Do you want to see what’s inside?” my friend asked. 
I had just complimented her on the old-fashioned rag 
doll her daughter held in her small arms. Instantly cu-

rious, I replied that yes, I very much wanted to see what 
was inside. She turned the doll face down and pulled open 
a discreet zipper sewn into its back. From within the cloth 
body, Emily gently removed a treasure: the rag doll she’d 
held and loved throughout the years of her own childhood 
more than two decades prior. The “outer” doll was merely 
a shell without this inner core to give it strength and form.

Paul describes the truth of Jesus’s life, death, and res-
urrection as a treasure, carried about in the frail humanity 
of God’s people. That treasure enables those who trust in 
Him to bear up under unthinkable adversity and continue 
in their service. When they do, His light—His life—shines 
brightly through the “cracks” of their humanness. Paul 
encourages us all not to “lose heart” (2 Corinthians 4:16) 
because God strengthens us to do His work.

Like the “inner” doll, the gospel-treasure within us 
lends both purpose and fortitude to our lives. When 
God’s strength shines through us, it invites others to 
ask, “What’s inside?” We can then unzip our hearts and 
reveal the life-giving promise of salvation in Christ.

Thank You, Lord, for saving me. Please shine Your 
light brightly through my broken life so others will be 

invited to know You too.

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 4:7–18  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 

that this all-surpassing power is from God and 
not from us.       

~  2 Corinthians 4:7

DAILY
PATH

What’s Inside?

Dinesh C Sharma| India Science Wire

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Vishal Gulati | IANS

It is often said that earthquakes don’t kill people; 
it is the building that do. If  building codes are not 
enforced in seismically active zones, even moder-
ate intensity quakes can cause widespread damage 

to buildings and injure people. This is what is happen-
ing in the Northeast, a new study has pointed out.  

Manipur was hit with earthquake of  intensity 6.7 
on January 4, 2016 which caused devastation in state 
capital, Imphal, and adjoining areas. It provided an 
opportunity to scientists to understand risks posed to 
buildings and the state of  construction practices in the 
region. While many buildings collapsed, it was noted 
that the damage caused to public building was dispro-
portionate to the observed intensity of  shaking. 

Scientists from three Indian Institutes of  Technol-
ogy (IITs) – Kanpur, Guwahati and Patna - undertook 
a reconnaissance survey of  earthquake affected regions 
immediately after the quake, and revisited the area after 
three months to see the condition of  damaged struc-
tures and restoration work. Results of  this study have 
now been published in journal Current Science. 

It was found that while several reinforced concrete 
(RC) buildings in Imphal suffered varying degree of  
damage, traditional wooden houses made using bamboo 

and wood - known as Shing-Khim - reported no dam-
age. Government buildings, covered in the study, were 
damaged heavily because they did not conform to seis-
mic code of  practices, and there is general lack of  en-
forcement of  existing regulations and codes. In addition, 
factors like inferior quality of  raw materials and shoddy 
workmanship contributed to collapse of  buildings.

“The seismic risk in the region is growing at an 
alarming pace with increasing inventory of  vulner-
able construction,” the study has concluded. The 2016 
quake, it said, “should be regarded as a preview of  what 
is likely to happen in the event of  a greater shaking ex-
pected for the region and should hasten the community 
to take necessary steps.”

Dr Durgesh C Rai, a professor of  civil engineering 
at IIT Kanpur, who led the study, told India Science 
Wire that “despite considerable awareness in public 
about earthquakes and associated risks, both public 
and administrators, chose to ignore the threat and con-
tinued to build structures which were not earthquake-
resistant.” Due to such negligence, he said, “many pub-
licly-funded buildings suffered severe damage under 
shaking intensity of  VI–VII which is not only ironic but 
also represents the utter betrayal of  the public trust.” 

Buildings at the Inter State Bus Terminal (ISBT), 
Government Polytechnic and Central Agriculture Uni-

versity (CAU) are all government funded and super-
vised constructions, and were expected to perform sat-
isfactorily during earthquakes, but they all experienced 
moderate to severe damages. Large building campuses 
such as CAU were constructed on landfill soil and they 
performed extremely poorly during the earthquake 
shaking, the study pointed out. 

The newly constructed concrete buildings of  world 
famous Ima Keithel or Mothers’ Market too suffered 
damage. The market earlier operated from bamboo 
structures which were functional but were in poor con-
dition due to lack of  maintenance. So the government 
dismantled the market and built three concrete struc-
tures in 2010. All three buildings have similar elevation 
and plan but only one of  them showed better perform-
ance during the earthquake.

“The traditional constructions using lighter timber 
and bamboo have performed well and no damage to 
such structures in Imphal was reported,” Dr Rai added. 
“Despite available knowledge, seismic safety remains 
neglected and the society is not adequately prepared 
due to lack of  implementation.” He said the lessons 
from the Manipur quake are applicable for the entire 
northeast region.

(The research team included Durgesh C. Rai, Hemant 
B. Kaushik and Vaibhav Singhal.)

In the same week as a Delhi court 
acquitted all the accused in the 2G 
fiasco, the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of  India (CAG), which had 

a defining role to play in the case, tabled 
yet another report slamming Indias apex 
food regulatory body.

According to the CAG’s observations, 
the Food Safety and Standards Author-
ity of  India (FSSAI) is guilty of  various 
lapses in enforcing food safety across the 
country. It claimed that food articles that 
were declared unsafe by it remain up for 
sale in markets due to lack of  adequate 
monitoring. Moreover, most of  the labo-
ratories across states do not have proper 
accreditation. So, the quality of  their test-
ing cannot be ensured.

At the outset, it is important to point 
out that food safety is an important is-
sue to sustain a nation’s growth in the 
long run. Unsafe food imposes substan-
tial direct and indirect costs. Apart from 
adding an avoidable strain on the coun-
try’s healthcare systems, poor food safety 
standards beget diseases that adversely 
impact the productivity of  the labour 
force and, thus, the overall competitive-
ness of  a nation.

Moreover, most of  the burden is 
borne by the population at the bottom 
of  the pyramid as they are usually more 

price- than quality-sensitive. Therefore, a 
strong food regulator becomes an abso-
lute necessity for a nation’s sustained and 
balanced development.

Keeping these factors in mind, FS-
SAI was established in 2006 under the 
Food Safety and Standards Act. It was 
an important step which consolidated all 
the food safety legislation spread across 
different ministries under one head and 
marked a paradigm shift in food policy 
from a narrow focus on adulteration to 
a more holistic approach on the provi-
sion of  safe and wholesome food. This 
implied a shift from the mere testing of  
the final food product for adulteration to 
implementing mechanisms that prevent 
the communication of  pathogens across 
the supply chain. The latter approach en-
sured safety from “farm to plate”.

However, by picking holes in the agen-
cy’s functioning, the CAG audit takes a 
narrow view on the matter. Even though 
it has been a decade since the enactment 
of  the food law as the report points out, 
implementation has always been a chal-
lenge for FSSAI due to lack of  resources. 
After the legislation was passed, resources 
from the earlier regime were reshaped to 
fit in with the new policy. Moreover, there 
were legacy issues. Each state has its own 
unique system of  food regulation which 
failed to evolve with the new policy. Insuf-
ficient manpower and funding impeded 
the process further.

FSSAI has taken active steps to rem-
edy these issues. One, realising how it 
will be impractical for the food regula-
tor to micromanage safety standards on 
a national scale, it is aiming to enforce 
a system of  self-regulation. Towards this 
end, the agency finalised third-party au-
ditors of  food businesses and mandated 
the units to have at least one trained food 
safety expert.

Another proposed mechanism is for 
food companies to voluntarily participate 
in the Responsible Food Company Index 
that will measure and monitor the work-
ings of  food businesses beyond statutory 
compliance. Successful implementation 
of  these processes will ensure an efficient 
market-based mechanism of  self-assess-
ment in food safety.

Second, to address the issue with food 
laboratories, FSSAI is bringing them un-
der the Indian Food Laboratory Network 
(InFoLNet), a digitally centralised man-
agement system that will connect all food 
labs across India. All the tests and results 
will be available on the platform for great-
er transparency and reduction in informa-
tion asymmetry between consumers and 
food businesses. It is also in the process 
of  setting up more NABL (National Ac-
creditation Board for Testing and Calibra-
tion Laboratories) -- accredited food labs 
across states beyond the two that it owns 
and operates.

Finally, and most importantly, the 

agency is about to roll out a “one-nation, 
one-food-safety law” regime so that every 
state-level authority follows a common 
standard of  practice for implementation, 
compliance and enforcement of  food 
safety regulations. It is standardising the 
procedures around inspections done at 
the state level. Food safety experts will 
now have to follow a set of  centrally-pre-
scribed standards. This will eliminate any 
discrepancies across states and streamline 
the process of  surveillance, sampling and 
inspection.

The states need to play their part in 
complementing the efforts of  FSSAI to 
ensure food safety. A central body can-
not ensure implementation across the 
country unless states take it upon them-
selves to drive the required changes at 
the micro level. It will also be in their 
best interests to follow up on FSSAI 
regulations. Ensuring provision of  safe 
and wholesome food for citizens should 
be looked upon as an investment into 
increasing the productivity of  the work-
force that will later reap economic divi-
dends for the state itself.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. The views ex-

pressed are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and tweets 

@kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, researcher at 
Institute for Competitiveness has contrib-

uted to the article)

It’s a taboo no one really talks about 
in remote villages of  Himachal 
Pradesh -- but could soon end.

Women in many remote parts 
of  the mountain state are virtually ex-
communicated when they are menstruat-
ing. They are forced to sleep outside the 
house, in cattle-like sheds known as men-
struation sheds. The reason: A woman is 
considered “unclean” when she’s bleed-
ing or in a post-natal state.

The so-called “unclean” women, dur-
ing their periods and after childbirth, are 
barred from touching cattle or men and 
they are even denied access to toilets, 
walking miles from their villages daily to 
take a bath.

Taking up cudgels to fight this social 
stigma, the administration in Kullu dis-
trict has set up a task force comprising re-
productive health workers to conduct sen-
sitisation programmes at the grassroots.

“We have identified 92 out of  the 204 
panchayats where the problem is still 
prevalent,” Kullu Deputy Commissioner 
Yunus Khan, the brain behind the launch 
of  a ‘Naari Samman’ or ‘Respect Women’ 
campaign, told IANS.

He said the taboo is of  greater preva-
lence in one particular caste.

The one-year campaign was launched 
on January 1 and aims reach out to all the 
92 “problem” villages within six months. 
Fanning out for the campaign is a back-
breaking task in the mountains.

Many of  the villages in the district are 
located in the interiors where “anganwa-
di” workers and Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHA) have to trudge miles 
across rugged, cold and inhospitable ter-
rain of  the trans-Himalayas.

Officials involved in the campaign say 
the staff  has to traverse distances ranging 
from 10 to 25 km on foot, or sometimes 
on horseback, from the road-head to 
reach some of  the villages.

Women’s rights activist Subhash 

Mendhapurkar blamed the government 
for the persisting taboo that is still prevail-
ing all over the hilly and inaccessible ar-
eas of  the country.

He favours changing young minds.
“If  the school-level curriculum in-

cludes menstruation, why is the educa-
tional level of  the students so low,” asked 
Mendhapurkar, Director of  Shimla-based 
NGO Social Uplift Through Rural Ac-
tion (SUTRA), while speaking to IANS.

The problem, he said, is that the 
teachers are not appropriately educating 
the students. Moreover, sanitary napkins 
are not provided in the toilets of  rural 
schools.

Mendhapurkar, who wrote a book 
“Bitya Badi ho Gayi Hai’ (“The Daugh-
ter has Grown Up”), said the tradition 
of  keeping the women in isolation dur-
ing their periods also prevails in the in-
teriors of  Kangra, Sirmaur and Kinnaur 
districts.

According to him, there are some ru-
ral communities that do so because of  re-

ligious reasons. Others do so because they 
live in tiny helmets where it’s normally 
practiced and those areas are almost out 
of  bounds owing to tough topography.

“After educating the womenfolk that, 
like defecation, menstruation is also a 
natural process and that menstrual blood 
is not poison, the discrimination has been 
somehow ended in many areas of  Solan, 
Sirmaur, Bilaspur and Una districts,” 
Mendhapurkar said.

“No legislation can change the mind-
set, it’s only education that can bring an 
end to this social practice and help change 
attitudes,” he added.

The practice of  isolating women dur-
ing their monthly bleed is now illegal in 
Nepal -- where it was once widely preva-
lent.

Under the law, there is provision of  a 
three-month jail sentence or a Rs 3,000 
fine, or both, for anyone forcing a woman 
to follow the custom.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in)

On this first Naga Day, 10 
January, 2018, we affirm and 
uphold the Naga Hills Mem-
orandum to the Simon Com-

mission on 10 January, 1929, on behalf  
of  the Naga people by the Naga Club, 
and we celebrate that Nagas are a peo-
ples and a nation without borders. 

Nagas are a peoples comprised of  
many nations (tribes) living in their an-
cestral lands spread across the present 
state of  Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Burma (Myan-
mar). By coming together in solidarity 
under the theme “Nagas Without Bor-
ders” we demonstrate our collective de-
sire to live as ONE PEOPLE.

At this point in our history we come 
together to celebrate the journey taken 
so far and to examine ourselves so that 
the path to a shared future is undertaken 
with responsibility, accountability and a 
sense of  belonging with each other.

On this historic Naga Day, we the 
people who have gathered together in 
one accord adopt this Declaration.
Naga Reconciliation
1. As Nagas we say “Sorry” to each oth-
er for the hurts we have caused to one 
another in words, attitudes and actions 
thus provoking the worst in each other 
and damaging ourselves. We admit our 
failure for always demanding others to 
change, without first realizing the need 
to change ourselves. 

2. Reconciliation is a basic neces-
sity to nurture and defend our right as 
one people. As individuals and as Naga 
Nations (tribes), we agree to engage in 

a process of  self-examination and to 
undertake a shared journey to whole-
ness through love, forgiveness, mutual 
understanding, compassion and healing 
so that Naga Reconciliation becomes a 
reality.

3. To overcome the trust deficit and 
to strengthen the journey of  healing, 
the Naga National Groups, the State, 
the Churches, tribe organizations and 
civil society groups are encouraged to 
admit their failures and apologize to the 
people for the wrongs they have com-
mitted and to conduct themselves with 
honor, dignity and responsibility.

4. The journey to wholeness involves 
‘truth-telling’ which can be initiated at 
the public-level throughout Naga-Land. 
Churches across Naga-Land are invited 
to create safe and non-judgmental spac-
es for stories to be told without any fear 
whatsoever so that healing will be made 
possible.
Political Struggle

1. Naga Sovereignty lies with the people 
and on the basis of  the right to self-de-
termination freely determine our politi-
cal status so that we can fully develop 
socially, economically, culturally and 
spiritually as a dignified nation.

2. We impress upon the Govern-
ment of  India to honor its commitment 
to engage the Naga political rights that 
stem from the facts of  our history with 
honesty, sincerity and through peaceful 
means. The Naga political struggle be-
ing one of  the oldest running conflicts 
in the world, must be addressed with 
openness, political maturity and states-

manship, for bringing about an inclu-
sive, just and lasting resolution without 
borders. This must be given paramount 
priority above all other issues and 
should be reached at the earliest.

3. The Naga National Groups, the 
Governments of  India and Burma must 
truthfully engage the Naga political 
rights with utmost transparency, ac-
countability and respect for peoples’ 
aspirations. 

4. In order to build confidence 
with the people and address collective 
trauma the Governments of  India and 
Burma now need to go beyond militari-
zation. In this spirit the Government of  
India should repeal the Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act (1958) and all other 
anti-democratic legislations not worthy 
of  a great democratic nation like India.

5. For rebuilding relationships and 
peaceful co-existence, we encourage the 
Governments of  India and Burma to 
admit to the gross human rights viola-
tions and to apologize for their wrong 
doings to the Naga people.
Nation Building
1. We affirm that every Naga has a role 
to contribute in the process of  nation 
building. 

2. We pledge to work day by day 
towards recovering values of  common 
good, nurturing indigenous wisdom, 
cultivating practices of  honesty and in-
tegrity, dialogue, respect, sharing and 
giving, so that everyone benefits and 
lives with dignity today and in the fu-
ture.

3. We commit ourselves towards 

intentionally upholding gender justice 
and creating space for young people to 
lead us in this 21st century.

4. From this day forward we com-
mit ourselves to working together and 
shouldering the responsibilities to over-
come social, “systematic developmen-
tal aggression” and systemic corruption 
that are destroying the Naga way of  life 
and undermining the ability of  our in-
stitutions to nurture and fulfil our aspi-
rations. 

5. In this time of  difficult challeng-
es, Nagas need to be led by women and 
men who are led by God. We pray that 
God will provide such leaders who will 
inspire us to walk in the path of  justice 
and mercy.
Naga Day
1. As part of  the Naga Day celebration 
we resolve to explore and evolve crea-
tive ways of  educating and empowering 
ourselves about our history, our culture, 
our land, our rights and our responsi-
bilities.

2. On this day we agree to strive to-
wards rapprochement with our neigh-
bors in building better relationships 
based on mutual trust and respect.  

3. We urge all Nagas to celebrate 
Naga Day on the 10th day of  January 
every year where ever Nagas may be in 
a manner that will deepen our relation-
ships and enrich our understanding of  
each other as One People.

4. Naga Day belongs to all Nagas 
and not to any organization.

Kuknalim!
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The opportu-
nity to take a trip by air, perhaps at someone 
else’s expense, could come to you today, Ar-
ies. This might be business related or it could 

be educational in some way. This is a good day to travel 
or make the arrangements for it. The journey promises 
to be an exciting one that you’ll remember for a long 
time. Do what you have to in order to get it all together 
and then go for it! Enjoy your day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some rather bizarre 
dreams could come to you tonight, Taurus. 
The symbols may include people or objects 
that you would never have thought of  con-
sciously in a hundred years. Nonetheless, they 

do have meaning for you right now. Sit down and make 
a list of  the symbols and events in the dream, then try to 
analyze what they mean to you. Your dream is trying to 
tell you something important. Make the most of  it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Do you have plans to 
go to a party tonight, Gemini? Don’t cancel 
them. If  you’re single, an exciting new potential 
love partner might be introduced to you, and 
you could spend the entire evening together. 

If  you’re already involved, someone could come on the 
scene who could prove a valuable business contact and 
might even form a partnership with you. Unless you’re 
too tired to move, get up and go! You won’t regret it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some unex-
pected changes could happen today, Cancer. 
You could find yourself  confronting the 
prospect of  having to get used to some new 

and totally state-of-the-art equipment that you’ve never 
used before. Don’t panic. You’ll do fine, you’ll be a real 
whiz once you get used to it. Try to focus your mind 
on this for now and learn as much as you can. You can 
do it!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Are you flying 
today, Leo, or perhaps going somewhere by 
train? If  so, you might meet someone fascinat-
ing on the trip. Don’t be shy, and don’t let pride 

or propriety stand in the way of  striking up a conversation 
with this person. It will pass the time, you might learn 
something, and there is always the chance that you really 
could become friends. Relax, smile your most charming 
smile, and enjoy the trip.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Have you just 
bought some new equipment for your home, 
Virgo? This could be a new computer, a state-of-
the-art entertainment system, or perhaps a new 

appliance. You and the other members of  your household 
might spend much of  the day trying to learn how to use 
it, although it could seem rather difficult. Take heart! It 
looks more complicated than it is. Keep trying, and don’t 
forget to have fun!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): An unexpected 
phone call, perhaps from an old friend, could 
come your way today, Libra. This person is 
apt to have good news for you, although he or 

she may be in a rather melancholy mood. A long con-
versation could result, the outcome of  which is going to 
change your life, albeit in a subtle way. Nonetheless, this 
is apt to be a day full of  pleasant surprises. Enjoy it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A financial 
windfall might be in the stars for you, Scorpio. 
This isn’t anything you would have expected. 
Perhaps it’s a bonus, repayment of  a loan you’d 

long since forgotten, or a settlement of  some kind. What-
ever it is, it will definitely be a pleasant surprise. Don’t, 
however, spend it all in one place. Wait a few days and 
then consult a professional about your financial future. 
This could make a big difference to you. Don’t throw it 
away.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): An 
exciting group activity, perhaps one involv-
ing a number of  your friends, could take place 
today, Sagittarius. Your mind may be going a 

thousand miles an hour throughout the day. Ideas will be 
exchanged, stimulating conversations should take place, 
and you could meet some interesting new people. Some-
one you meet, however, has an agenda too. Be discrimi-
nating about whom you agree to meet with later.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Surpris-
ing and very fortunate events could take place 
today, Capricorn. This could be an advance-
ment that you weren’t expecting. The intro-

duction of  an interesting new person or the beginning of  
an exciting new project could raise your pulse. The day 
should therefore pass by very quickly. Tonight you may 
want to share your excitement with your partner or an-
other family member.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Are you in 
an especially adventurous mood, Aquarius? 
This is the sort of  day when you can try just 
about anything new and still come out in one 

piece. Why not enroll in a marathon, take rock-climbing 
lessons, or drive to a place you’ve never been to before? 
Wherever you end up, you should find peace and a 
heightened state of  awareness. Don’t hesitate. If  what 
you have in mind involves minimal risk, go for it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Study of the occult 
sciences, whether historical or hands-on experi-
ments, should prove fascinating and enlightening 
for you today, Pisces. Astrology, alchemy, numer-

ology, or herbalism are all intriguing fields, and your mind 
should be especially attuned to them. One warning: beware 
of unethical teachers. You may or may not read the works 
of one, but nonetheless hang on to a little skepticism. Even 
on days like this, don’t believe everything you read or hear.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

From medieval witch hunts in Europe 
to contemporary “witch doctors” 
in Tanzania, belief  in witchcraft 
has existed across human societies 

throughout history. Anthropologists have 
long been fascinated by the phenomenon, 
but have struggled to study it with quantita-
tive methods – our understanding of  how and 
why it arises is therefore poor.

But a study we conducted of  one Chinese 
region provided an opportunity to test the 
most common hypothesis – that witchcraft 
accusations act as punishment for those who 
do not cooperate with local norms. Accord-
ing to this theory, witch tags mark supposedly 
untrustworthy individuals and encourage oth-
ers to conform out of  fear of  being labelled. 
However, some empirical studies have shown 
that witch labelling instead undermines trust 
and social cohesion in a society.

Our study is based on 800 households in 
five villages in south-western China. We ex-
amined the social behaviour of  those who 
were labelled with a “witch” tag, and com-
pared it with those who were not. The work, 

published in Nature Human Behaviour, was 
the basis of  a long-term collaboration be-
tween scientists from University College Lon-
don, the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 
Beijing and Lanzhou University.

To determine the social networks and co-
operation between households, we conducted 
house-to-house surveys, asking who had chil-
dren, marriages and partnerships with whom. 
We also collected data on gift-giving, and 
on working groups on farms during harvest 
and planting seasons to see who was help-
ing other households with their farming. All 
these measures gave rise to four social net-
works between households based on kinship, 
reproductive partners, gifts exchanged or farm 
work.
Magic poison
While in the area, we were occasionally 
warned not to eat in certain households, as 
women there were believed to be supernatural 
“poison givers”. The label they used – “zhu” 
or “zhubo” – is sometimes also translated as 
“witch”. It was common knowledge which 
homes were so labelled and we were surprised 
to find it accounted for 13% of the house-
holds.

The tag was one of  the strongest predic-
tors of  assortment on social networks. Those 
from tagged households rarely had children 
or partnerships with those from untagged 
households, nor did they exchange gifts or 
work on each others’ farms very often. How-
ever, tagged households were helping each 
other and reproducing with each other, which 
mitigated the costs of  exclusion from main-
stream social networks.

We also played an “economic game” in 
the villages, where each person was given a 
small sum of money and asked to donate any 
proportion of  it they wished to the village (to 
be divided among all the players). We found 
no evidence that those tagged as “witches” 
were any less cooperative in this game than 
any others.

In fact, we found that labelled households 
were very similar to other households, except 
the tagged households were more likely to be 
headed by women and were actually slightly 
wealthier than average.

We also discovered that the process of  
acquiring the label was opaque. Even victims 
often did not know who had started a rumour 
about them, they may just begin to notice oth-
ers avoiding them. Some sources report such 

tags running in the family, with daughters in-
heriting the status from their mothers. Hence 
the origin of  the slur could have occurred long 
ago.
Interpreting the results
Anthropologists who believe that the fear of  
loss of  reputation (by witch labelling or other 
reasons) can be a huge driver of  cooperation 
in the wider community often back their argu-
ments with laboratory experiments using eco-
nomic games. Such experiments also show 
that those who punish transgressors can gain 
reputational benefits themselves.

However real world examples of  this are 
hard to come by. Most studies of  witchcraft 
are not quantitative and do not examine so-
cial networks as we have done. While this 
study suggests there is no evidence that those 
labelled with this harmful tag were uncooper-
ative, it does not fully explain why such accu-
sations stick in some cases and not in others.

Our conclusion is that witch accusation 
has evolved from competition between house-
holds. Labelling may have become a way for 
people to get ahead of  their rivals and gain a 
competitive advantage in reproduction or re-
sources. However, the sources of  competition 

may be different in different cases.
There are other explanations that may 

apply too. All around the world conceptions 
of  witchcraft share many common features. 
For example, middle aged women are the 
most common victims, and accusations of  
poisoning are frequently involved. But there 
are also many differences. Another idea for 
the origins of  witchcraft denunciations is 
that they are common when patriarchal in-
stitutions are trying to establish dominance 
over matriarchal ones. This could possibly 
also apply in this case as Buddhism, the 
most common religion in the area, is more 
male-dominated whereas the traditional so-
cial structure in the region is “matrilineal”, 
where descent is usually traced through the 
female line.

A patriarchal dimension to witchcraft ac-
cusations could also explain the prevalence of  
women as victims both in traditional socie-
ties, and even in modern contexts that can re-
semble “witch hunts”, such as online bullying 
specifically targeting women.

The more research we do, the closer we 
can get to understanding and tackling the 
mechanisms behind these practices that can 
be devastating for women across the world.

With the call that “America is in the game 
and America is going to win”, strongly 
reminiscent of  his populist campaign 
speeches, US President Donald Trump 

launched his first National Strategic Security (NSS) 
policy document on December 18, 2017. He categorised 
his ambitions for the US based on “principled realism” 
to be propelled by the “re-awakening of  America”.

That Trump’s NSS was shorn of  any diplomatic fi-
nesse and loaded with maximalist rhetorical stirrings 
for his nation was, to say the least, on expected lines.

Throwing to the winds previous President Barak 
Obama’s cautious American foreign and economic pol-
icies, including withdrawing from earlier US interna-
tionally agreed upon commitments to combat climate 
change, Trump’s macho exhortations did not find much 
resonance even among many centre-of-the road Ameri-
can politicians and strategic analysts.

The strategy document, which every US president is 
required by law to produce, lays down the administra-
tion’s foreign, security and economic policies. Though 
normally the US Secretary of  State introduces the doc-
ument, Trump broke with tradition to personally enun-
ciate his future strategies.

He unleashed his priorities for the coming years 

based on his “whole of  government approach” which 
stresses the “economic and military might” of  the US 
to further America’s national strategic objectives. That, 
currently, the US is financially fatigued and even mili-
tarily weary and stretched, according to its own ana-
lysts, is another story.

Trump outlined his NSS based on four pillars -- 
protecting the homeland, promoting prosperity, peace 
through strength, and accelerating US influence global-
ly. Terming China and Russia as “revisionist powers”, 
he called upon the US military to augment its capabili-
ties, reiterating that “our rivals are tough, they are tena-
cious and committed to the long term, but so are we”.

He cautioned China on its growing assertiveness in 
the Indo-Pacific region while mildly chiding it for its 
One-Belt-One-Road initiative, exclaiming that though 
the country “presents its ambitions as mutually ben-
eficial, China’s dominance risks diminishing the sov-
ereignty of  many states in the Indo-Pacific”. The NSS 
document categorically castigates China that it “seeks 
to displace the US in the Indo-Pacific region, expand 
the reaches of  its state-driven economic model, and 
re-order the region in its favour”. That the US has not 
done much, physically, to check the Chinese in the 
choppy waters of  the Indo-Pacific is a harsh reality.

Trump also alluded to the “unfair” trade practices 
adopted by China while also seeking its cooperation to 
keep North Korea’s dangerously errant nuclear ambi-

tions in check. That North Korea has got away-so far 
-- with its nuclear blackmail in the region and even 
threatening the US -- is a sad commentary of  the times 
when possession of  nuclear weapons, even by nations 
otherwise starved of  basic necessities, has emerged as 
the final arbiter of  one’s ultimate status in the world.

In his geo-political projections, Trump was, per-
haps, unfair to Russia, portraying it as a global rival 
stating that Moscow “seeks to restore its great power 
status and establish spheres of  influence near its bor-
ders”, alluding to Ukraine and Crimea.

This assessment will hardly be welcome to India, 
which has been looking for rapprochement between the 
US and Russia in the South Asia region, especially in 
Afghanistan and Iran, to counter the ever-growing Pa-
kistan-China nexus. It would be fair to also assume that 
notwithstanding Indian sensitivities, even its decades-
old partner, Russia, is searching for newer alliances in 
the region.

The NSS document, however, would be music to 
Indian ears, as it terms this country a “leading global 
power” while also seeking larger Indian assistance in 
South Asia. The US called for stronger strategic and 
defence partnership with India.

As done many times in the past, without much suc-
cess though, the NSS warned Pakistan to refrain from 
its assistance to terrorists in the region, stating that the 
US sought a “Pakistan that is not engaged in destabil-

ising behaviour and a stable and self-reliant Afghani-
stan”.

Additionally, Trump also said that “we have made 
it clear to Pakistan that while we desire a continued 
partnership, we must see decisive action against terror-
ist groups operating on their territory. And we make 
massive payments every year to Pakistan. They have to 
help”. That any such exhortations to Pakistan will ever 
help decreasing terrorism in the region is a moot point 
which the US acknowledges but, off  and on, persists 
with its policy of  appeasing its one-time protégé, an as-
pect which needs to be critically factored by the Indian 
security establishment.

Notwithstanding the shrill rhetoric of  Trump’s call 
to his nation, only time will tell if  his articulation gets 
translated into reality -- some of  it definitely fraught 
with additional dangers to global peace. As India gets 
inexorably closer to its “strategic partner”, it will be 
worthwhile for it to never forget the simple rule in glo-
bal geopolitics -- that for a nation of  its values, size, 
global and regional influence there is immense wisdom 
in maintaining “strategic autonomy” and being ever-
prepared to fight its own battles.

(Lt. Gen. Kamal Davar (retd) was founder of  India’s 
Defence Intelligence Agency and is currently President, 

Delhi Forum For Strategic Studies. The article is in spe-
cial arrangement with South Asia Monitor)

The latest trends in higher educa-
tion reveal more instances of  
women dropping out from hard 
sciences -- after completing their 

post-graduation (PG) and not pursuing a 
doctorate -- than men, while more men 
did their doctorate even in courses where 
they were outnumbered by women at the 
PG level.

According to the All India Survey 
on Higher Education (AISHE) 2016-17 
report, released by the Human Resource 
Development Ministry last week, a total 
of  6,786 students enrolled themselves 
for a Ph.D in chemistry, of  whom 4,203 
(61.93 per cent) were men and 2,583 (38 
per cent) women.

However, the same course saw an en-
rolment of  43.7 per cent men at the PG 
level against women who constituted the 
rest.

In physics, where women comprised 
68.2 per cent at the PG level, their number 
reduced to 36.82 per cent at the Ph.D level 
against 63.17 for men.

Also in mathematics, women were 
outnumbered by men in Ph.D despite 
forming a higher proportion at the PG 
level. Of  3,335 enrolments in mathemat-
ics for Ph.D, at least 57 per cent were men.

In the entire science stream -- divided 
into 18 sub-streams with physics, maths, 
chemistry and others -- a total of  37,363 

students were enrolled in Ph.D.
The disparity in the “Engineering and 

Technology” stream -- divided in 19 sub-
streams -- was found to be starker, with 
91.3 per cent men hogging the Ph.D in the 
mechanical engineering programme.

Similarly, in computer engineering, 
out of  4,183 students in Ph.D, 60.79 per 
cent were men, despite being outnum-
bered by women at the postgraduate level 
with their number lower at 42.7 per cent.

The Ph.D trend evens out a little in so-
cial sciences, which is divided in 13 sub-
streams, with more women doing Ph.D 
in sociology against more of  men in eco-
nomics and political science.

However, at least in the latter course 
(to the extent the report mentions it), 
slightly fewer men (47.8 per cent) consti-
tuted the students count at the PG level 
against women.

Among language streams, however, 
women outflank men uniformly with 57.7 
per cent of  them against 42.3 per cent 
men, out of  2,609 students enrolled in 
Ph.D in English.

Of  a total of  32 students enrolled for 
Ph.D in the French language, about 60 per 
cent were women.

Women comprised over 66.5 per cent 
of  all post-graduates out of  over 200,000 
in languages (97 per cent of  all in Eng-
lish).

(Vishal Narayan can be contacted at 
vishal.n@ians.in)

The recent ghastly fire 
tragedy that occurred 
at the Kamala Mills 
compound in Mumbai 

should set the alarm bells ring-
ing. This is yet another wake-up 
call for us to consider the issue 
of  fire safety seriously.

Mumbai has witnessed a 
boom in restaurants, pubs, bars 
and lounges, with industrial are-
as being turned into commercial 
zones. Fire has the potential to 
grow on the surface area much 
faster. The biggest challenge is 
the need to evacuate instantly 

as the percentage of  people in a 
commercial building is greater.

Once a restaurant is opened, 
the fire brigade officials visit the 
premises and give a no-objection 
certificate (NOC). After that, 
every year, restaurants renew 
their licences.

With the development of  
Tier II and Tier III cities, the 
growth is immense. There is a 
need to instill responsibility and 
for stricter laws to ensure efficient 
implementation. The govern-
ment should invest more on the 
education and training of  the fire 
safety departments, especially in 
the Tier II and Tier III cities.

Fire safety measures to avoid 
such situations in future:

1. Installation of  intelligent 
high-quality fire detection sys-
tems: Most important and the 
basis of  any fire is its detection 
so that further action is initiated 
automatically and manually.

2. Intelligent high-quality es-
cape route emergency lighting 
system for compulsory escape 
route(s): Escape routes are be-
coming a challenge; they must 
be planned and installed.

3. Adequate fire-fighting 
systems: Sprinkler systems, hy-
drant systems, gas suppression 
systems, leak detection systems, 
mist systems and many other 
fire-fighting systems are avail-
able and must be employed as 
per the application.

4. Complete ban on fire jug-
glery at restaurants, award shows 
or any event.

5. Complete ban on flam-
mable building material. Avoid-
ance of  flammable fabrics used 
in curtains, blinds, chairs, sofas 
and the like.

6. Use of  flame retardant 
paints on the walls.

7. Very strict rule on use of  
fire retardant cable, its proper 
laying, use of  cable trays, con-
duits and laying as per the per-
missible rules of  high and low 
voltage systems.

8. Extensive use of  circuit 

breakers of  adequate specifica-
tions and load.

9. Extensive use of  fire exit 
doors where applicable and strict 
no-change policy of  these doors 
on change of  interior design.

10. Complete ban on hook-
ah lounges and bars which can 
cause fire: This is a must as we 
lack disposal etiquette and this 
will come after a lot of  effort.

11. Strict fire training for 
building and restaurant staff.

12. Only registered compa-
nies should be allowed to install 
fire-prevention systems. The en-
gineers must have certificated 
training.

13. More engagement of  fire 
brigade department and OEMs 
where mutual meetings and 
training can take place.

14. Very strict maintenance 
of  all fire systems.

15. Linking of  main fire 
alarm systems of  the building 
with the fire detection systems 
inside office, restaurant premis-
es. It has been observed that the 
main fire alarm systems are not 
linked with fire systems in of-
fices of  the same buildings and 
thus there is a huge big discon-
nect.

(Rohit Harjani is Country 
Manager, Indian subcontinent, 

Hochiki. The views expresssed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

rharjani@hochiki.in)
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Civil Services 
results out, 
interviews in 
February

SC angered by criticism that it is trying to run the govt. 

Countdown to launch 31 
satellites to begin on Thursday

Pakistani journalist 
working with Indian TV 
escapes abduction bid 

21,400 hectares under illegal 
possession of Army in J-K—CM 

participation in R-Day celebrations

Another JNU student ‘goes missing’

Mallya to return to UK court for hearing in extradition case

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (IANS): The results of the Civil 
Services (Main) Examination, conducted by the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC) held in October-
November last year, were announced on Wednesday.

The successful candidates are likely to be called for 
Personality Test (interview) for selection to the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and other Group A 
and Group B central services in February, the UPSC 
said in a release.

“Candidature of  these (successful) candidates is 
provisional subject to their being found eligible in all 
respects. The candidates will be required to produce the 
original certificates in support of their claims pertaining 
to age, educational qualifications, community, physical 
handicap and other documents such as TA Form, etc. 
at the time of interview,” it said. 

Interviews are scheduled to commence from Febru-
ary 19 at the UPSC headquarters here, the release said. 

The UPSC has said that it would not issue any paper 
summon letters for the interview and the candidates will 
have to download their letters from the Commission’s 
website from January 18 onwards. 

It has also advised the candidates to exercise “due 
diligence” in going through the Revised Cadre Alloca-
tion Policy-2017 “extremely carefully” before submit-
ting their zones and cadre preferences as the prefer-
ences “once opted and submitted cannot be modified 
or changed at a later stage”.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court today expressed anguish over the 
criticism that it was trying to “run the gov-
ernment”, saying the judiciary is blamed if  
it points out that the executive is not doing 
its job.

The stinging remarks by the apex court 
came when it was hearing a matter relating 
to providing shelter to the urban homeless

in the country, during which it took to 
task Uttar Pradesh government and said 
“your machinery appears to have failed”.

“If you people cannot work, say so, that 
you are not able to do it,” a bench of Justic-
es Madan B Lokur and Deepak Gupta said.

“We are not the executive. You do not 
do your work and when we say something, 
we are criticised by everybody in the coun-
try that we are trying to run the govern-
ment, run the country,” the bench said.

The court said the Deendayal An-
tyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihood 
Mission (NULM) scheme has existed since 
2014 but the Uttar Pradesh government has 
virtually done nothing.

The bench told Additional Solicitor 

General (ASG) Tushar Mehta, who was ap-
pearing for Uttar Pradesh, that the authori-
ties should keep in mind that this matter 
related to human beings.

“There are a few things. We are talking 
about human beings who have no place to 
stay. Those who have no place to stay have 
to be given place to live,” the court said.

ASG Mehta said the state was alive to 
the situation and was doing its best to pro-
vide shelter to urban homeless.

The court also mulled over the issue of  
having state-wise committees to deal with 
the issue relating to urban homeless and 
implementation of the NULM as suggested 
by the Centre.

The Centre has suggested to the apex 
court that it could be appropriate if  a two-
member committee was appointed in each 
state to deal with these issues.

On hearing the submissions, the bench 
asked the Centre to coordinate with the 
state governments to suggest names of  
officer, who has retired from the level of  
secretary at the Centre, a senior official of  
the urban development department and a 

member from civil society who is sensitive 
to the issue.

It said the petitioner should suggest the 
name of one person from the civil society.

The court asked them to do the needful 
within two weeks and posted the matter for 
hearing on February 8.

During the hearing, ASG Mehta re-
ferred to the vision document prepared by 
Uttar Pradesh government to deal with the 
issue of urban homeless and said that as per 
2011 census, there were around 1.80 lakh 
urban homeless in the state.

He said a scientific study was going on 
to get the latest figure but the vision docu-
ment has been prepared keeping in mind 
the data of  1.80 lakh such persons in the 
state.

The bench also asked the state about 
the funds given to it by the Centre under 
the scheme.

Meanwhile, advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, appearing for the petitioner, told the 
court that the “task was huge” in Uttar 
Pradesh as till date, the capacity of  such 
shelter homes was only around 7,000 while 

the requirement was for 1.80 lakh.
Bhushan said the court could appoint a 

national level committee to look into these 
issues state-wise and then apprise the top 
court about it.

However, ASG A N S Nadkarni, 
representing the Centre, told the bench 
that they have suggested having state-wise 
committees.

The apex court had earlier expressed 
shock that welfare schemes were not being 
effectively implemented even after spending 
thousands of crore on them.

The court is first dealing with the status 
of three states -- Haryana, West Bengal and 
Uttar Pradesh -- among 11 and two Union 
Territories which have been highlighted 
by the apex court-appointed committee to 
oversee implementation of NULM across 
the country.

The petitioners had earlier referred to 
the report of the apex court-appointed com-
mittee headed by former Delhi High Court 
judge Justice Kailash Gambhir and said 
the number of shelter homes in these states 
were much less than what was required.

Bengaluru, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
The countdown to launch 
31 satellites, including three 
of India and 28 of six other 
countries, by ISRO on Fri-
day morning from Sriha-
rikota in Andhra Pradesh 
will begin on Thursday, an 
official said on Wednesday.

“The countdown will 
begin on Thursday, 24 
hours before the launch of  
the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV-C40) rocket 
carrying 31 satellites at 9.28 
a.m. on Friday, at the mis-
sion control of  the space-
port,” Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) 
Public Relations Director 
D.P. Karnik told IANS.

The Indian satellites are 
710 kg Cartosat-2 series for 
earth observation, a 100 kg 
micro satellite and a 5 kg 
nano satellite. The 28 satel-

lites are from Canada, Fin-
land, France, South Korea, 
the UK and the US.

The total weight of  all 
31 satellites is 1,323 kg.

“The micro satellite will 
be India’s 100th satellite 
in space,” Satellite Centre 
Director M. Annadurai told 
IANS on Tuesday.

Space scientists and en-
gineers will also start filling 
on Thursday liquid and 
solid fuels in the rocket’s 
fuel tanks at the lower, mid-
dle and upper stages at the 
launchpad where it is inte-
grated with the satellites.

The first space mission 
in 2018 onboard the PSLV-
C40 comes four months af-
ter a similar rocket failed to 
deliver the country’s eighth 
navigation satellite in the 
earth’s lower orbit on Au-
gust 31 last year.

The PSLV-C39 was un-
successful as the heat shield 
failed to separate.

As an observational sat-
ellite, Cartosat will beam 
high-quality images for car-
tographic, urban and rural 
applications, coastal land 
use and regulation and util-
ity management like road 
network monitoring.

India plans to have at 
least one rocket launch a 
month this year. ISRO will 
also be launching its sec-
ond lunar mission (Chan-
drayaan-2) to the Moon, 
with an orbiter, lander and 
rover for the first time.

Advanced communica-
tion satellites GSAT-6A 
and GSAT-29 will also be 
deployed in geosynchro-
nous orbit (36,000km above 
earth) through the future 
launches.

Jammu, Jan. 10 (PTI): Over 21,400 
hectares of  land are under unauthorised 
occupation of  Army and other security 
forces in Jammu and Kashmir, state leg-
islative assembly was informed today.

In a written reply, Chief  Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti informed the House that 
over 18,846 hectares are under unauthor-
ised occupation of  the forces in Kashmir 
division including Ladakh.

She added that over 2,555 hectares of  
land are under unauthorised occupation 
of  Army in Jammu division.

The chief  minister maintained that 
this was in addition to thousands of  
hectares of  state, acquired, requisitioned, 
leased and hired land under the illegal 
occupation of  Army and other security 
forces in the state.

Mehbooba, who also heads the home 
portfolio, shared the information in 
response to a question by National Con-
ference legislator Sheikh Ishfaq Jabbar, 
who sought district-wise details of  land 
occupied by security forces in the state.

The PDP leader said a major chunk 

of  over 12,940 hectares of  land are un-
der the illegal occupation of  Army and 
other security forces in Ladakh region, 
followed by 5,906 hectares in Kashmir 
valley and 2,555 hectares in Jammu 
division.

“Kishtwar in Jammu region is the 
only district where the Army and other 
security forces do not hold any unauthor-
ised land,” she said.

The chief  minister said Leh district 
of  Ladakh was leading the table with 
over 7,197 hectares of  land under the 
unauthorised occupation of  Army and 
other security forces, followed by Kargil 
(5,742.9 hectares).

North Kashmir districts of  Bandi-
pora and Baramulla together accounted 
for 3,403.8 hectares of  land under the 
unauthorised occupation of  security 
forces, she said. 

In Kashmir division, Shopian district 
accounted for 31.3 hectares of  land un-
der unauthorised occupation of  forces, 
lowest in the division, the chief  minister 
added.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  1 0 
(IANS): Leaders of  all 10 
Asean countries have con-
firmed their participation as 
Guests of  Honour at India’s 
Republic Day celebrations 
to commemorate 25 years 
of  New Delhi’s close ties 
with the southeast Asian 
bloc.

Preeti Saran, Secretary 
East in the External Affairs 
Ministry, told reporters here 
on Wednesday that it was 
“unprecedented” in India’s 
history to have 10 Guests 
of  Honour at the Republic 
Day parade -- a mix of  
India’s military might and 
cultural heritage.

“This time, we will have 
all the 10 Asean leaders. 

We are delighted and 
honoured that all the 10 
Asean leaders have con-
firmed their participation 
in the commemorative sum-
mit as well as to be Guests 
of  Honour at the Republic 
Day,” Saran said.

She said it was a land-
mark year for Asean and 
India as they are celebrating 
25 years of  friendship, 15 
years of  summit partner-
ship and five years of  stra-
tegic partnership.

She said that in the run 
up to the summit on Janu-
ary 25, the government also 

planned to organise another 
16 major events. 

The leaders from Indo-
nesia, Singapore, the Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar and Vietnam will 
start arriving by January 24.

The summit will begin 
with a banquet hosted by 
President Ramnath Kovind, 
to be followed by a plenary 
and a “gala dinner to be 
hosted by Prime Minister” 
Narendra Modi.

Saran said special ar-
rangements have been made 
for spouses of  at least six of  
the 10 leaders who would 
travel to India.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): 
A 26-year-old student, pur-
suing PhD at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) 
here, has gone missing from 
the campus, the police said.

Mukul Jain, enrolled in 
Life Sciences course, has 
been missing since January 
8, they said.

A missing report was 
registered in the evening of  
January 8. It is suspected 
that he was having some 

problems in his relation-
ship, said a senior police 
officer from the South-west 
District.

Till now, no foul play 
has been suspected, they 
added.

Najeeb Ahmed, also a 
JNU student, went miss-
ing from the Mahi-Mandvi 
hostel of  the university on 
October 15, 2016 following 
a scuffle with some other 
students, allegedly affiliated 

to the Akhil Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Parishad (ABVP), the 
previous night.

Over a month after the 
incident, his mother moved 
the Delhi High Court, seek-
ing directions to the police 
to trace her son. 

The high court on May 
16 last year handed over to 
the CBI the investigation 
into the disappearance of  
Najeeb, a student of  M.Sc 
in Biotechnology.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 
(IANS): A Pakistani 
reporter working with 
an Indian English news 
channel on Wednes-
day alleged that 10-12 
armed men tried to ab-
duct him when he was 
on way to Islamabad 
airport but managed to 
escape.

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  
France’s highest jour-
nalism award the Albert 
Londres prize in 2014, 
Taha Siddiqui said he 
suffered minor injuries 
in the scuffle. He tweet-
ed about the incident 
from a fellow journalist 
Cyril Almeida’s Twitter 
account. Almeida is a 
known journalist work-
ing with Dawn News.

“This is Taha Sid-
diqui (@TahaSSiddiqui) 
using Cyril’s (account). 
I was on my way to air-
port at 8.20 a.m. wh(e)
n 10-12 armed men 
stopped my cab (and) 
forcibly tried to abduct 
me. I managed to es-

cape. Safe and with po-
lice now. Looking for 
support in any way pos-
sible #StopEnforced-
Disappearances,” Sid-
diqui wrote.

He also posted on 
Twitter some pictures 
showing him wearing 
blood stained clothes. 
Siddiqui works as Indi-
an TV channel WION’s 
Pakistan bureau chief. 

The news channel 
said here that Siddiqui 
was on leave for three 
days and was on his 
way to the Islamabad 
airport in a cab early on 
Wednesday when an-
other car overtook him 
and blocked his path. 

The channel quoted 
him as saying that about 
a dozen men yanked 
open the left side doors 
of  the car and tried to 
pull him out before he 
got out from the other 
side.

He then ran across 
the incoming traffic, got 
into another cab and 

managed to make his 
getaway.

“ S a a l e  k o  g o l i 
maaro,” shouted one 
of  the men who were 
armed with “Kalashnik-
ovs and pistols”, WION 
said. The attackers took 
away his passport, lap-
top and phone. 

Siddiqui is known to 
be critical of  Pakistan’s 
military establishment. 

Last year, the Com-
mittee to Protect Jour-
nalists said “Pakistan’s 
Federal Investigation 
Agency should stop har-
assing Taha Siddiqui”.

Siddiqui had also 
criticised the heckling 
by the Islamabad Press 
Corps of  Kulbhushan 
Jadhav’s wife and moth-
er when they had gone 
to meet him in Pakistan 
on Christmas Day last 
year. 

“Somedays we do 
a story th(a)t disgusts 
us. Today was one such 
day,” he had tweeted 
then.

London, Jan. 10 (PTI): Embat-
tled liquor tycoon Vijay Mallya, 
wanted in India on charges of  
fraud and money laundering al-
legedly amounting to around Rs 
9,000 crore, will return to court 
here tomorrow for a hearing re-
lated to his extradition trial.

The 62-year-old Mallya will be 
back in the dock at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court in London for 
what is expected to be one of the 
final hearings in the case to deter-
mine the “admissibility” of some 
of the evidence presented by the 
Indian government.

Judge Emma Arbuthnot will 
rule on the evidence, following 
which she is expected to set a 
timetable for closing arguments 
and her verdict on whether the 
UK-based businessman can be 
extradited to India to face the 
fraud and money laundering alle-
gations involving his now-defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines.

Mallya’s defence team, led 
by barrister Clare Montgomery, 
has called into question much 
of  the material submitted by the 

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
arguing on behalf  of  the Indian 
authorities, as questionable and 
claimed there are at least a dozen 
documents submitted which read 
like an identical “template”.

The judge had directed both 
sides to submit their arguments 
for and against the admissibility of  
the material, which will be taken 
up this week.

Judge Arbuthnot had also 
sought further clarifications re-
lated to availability of natural light 
and medical assistance at Barrack 
12 of Mumbai Central Prison on 
Arthur Road, where Mallya is to 
be held if  he is extradited from 
Britain. The CPS had confirmed 
that it would provide the required 
information from the Indian side.

“The government has been 
very cooperative and we have 
had no difficulty in obtaining any 
information,” CPS barrister Mark 
Summers had told the judge at 
the last hearing in the case on 
December 14.

Earlier, Montgomery had 
fielded UK-based prison service 

expert Dr Alan Mitchell, who 
referenced a medical report on 
Mallya which claims the busi-
nessman suffers from “diabetes, 
coronary artery disease and sleep 
apnea”.

Mitchell had stressed that 
those conditions would require 
regular “monitoring” and a 
healthy “diet” and called into 
question the suitability of Indian 
prisons in this regard.

As part of  a second-hand 
account, Mitchell also related 
gruesome details of  conditions 
endured at Puzhal Jail in Chen-
nai, from where six former British 
soldiers were released last year.

The CPS had sought to coun-
ter this line of  defence on the 
grounds that Arthur Road Jail in 
Mumbai cannot be compared to 
Puzhal Jail in Chennai.

“India is a huge country, both 
in terms of population and size...
some states are more wealthy 
than others...and conditions in 
the prisons in any given state can 
vary greatly from state to state and 
within a state. Some may be seri-

ously overcrowded, others not so,” 
said Summers.

Earlier in the trial, the role of  
the Central Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI) had come under the 
court’s scanner prompting the 
CPS to take political economist 
Lawrence Saez, a professor in 
the department of  politics at the 
School of  Oriental and Asian 
Studies (SOAS) in London, to task 
during his expert statement for the 
defence.

As part of  his witness state-
ment, Saez had claimed that 
Mallya is being “unfairly perse-
cuted on account of his high pro-
file corporate persona” and being 
“unfairly targeted” by political 
parties trying to lobby for political 
gains against each other.

The extradition trial, which 
opened at the London court on 
December 4, is aimed at laying out 
a prima facie case of fraud against 
the tycoon, who has been based 
in the UK since he fled India in 
March, 2016.

It will also seek to prove that 
there are no “bars to extradition” 

and that Mallya is assured a fair 
trial in India over his erstwhile 
airline’s alleged default of over Rs 
9,000 crore in loans from a con-
sortium of Indian banks.

While the CPS’ stand is that 
Mallya did not intend to repay 
the loans he sought because his 
airline’s demise was inevitable, 
Montgomery is trying to establish 
that Kingfisher Airlines was suf-
fering from consequences of  a 
wider global financial crisis.

Mallya was arrested by Scot-
land Yard on an extradition war-
rant in April, 2017 and has been 
out on bail on a bond worth 
650,000 pounds.

Chief  Magistrate Arbuthnot 
will present her ruling within a 
timeframe she sets out at the end 
of the trial. 

If  she rules in favour of  the 
Indian government, the UK home 
secretary will have two months to 
sign Mallya’s extradition order.

However, both sides will have 
the chance to appeal in higher 
courts in the UK against the chief  
magistrate’s verdict.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Woman, two daughters commit 
suicide in TN
Tirunelveli (TN), Jan. 10 (PTI): A 55-year old woman 
and her two daughters allegedly committed suicide in 
the district over suspected love failure involving one of  
the siblings, police said today. Seetha, a widow, and her 
daughters Sorna (26) and Padma (20) were found dead 
in their house at Sankupuram near Vasudevanallur this 
morning. Police, who broke open the house door on 
a complaint from neighbours, said the trio appeared 
to have consumed poison. Some empty bottles were 
found by their side. As per initial investigation, the elder 
daughter sorna was in love with a youth. But his parents 
were making arrangement for his marriage with some 
other girl, they said. Upset over this, the three women 
ended their lives. They left a suicide note, police said 
but declined to reveal its contents.  Further investigation 
was on.

Woman found stabbed to death
Hyderabad, Jan. 10 (PTI): A young woman was 
stabbed to death here allegedly by a youth who had 
threatened to kill her if  she did not marry him, police 
said today.The woman, Janaki, was found with stab 
injuries by her female room-mate after the latter returned 
home from work yesterday, police said. The room-mate 
took Janaki to a hospital with the help of a local resident 
but she succumbed to injuries, police said. Three stab 
injuries were found on her body. The youth, who is the 
suspect in the incident, had allegedly been harassing the 
woman, pressurising her to marry him, and threatened 
her about 10 days ago, police added.

Engineering student found dead 
in PG accommodation in Greater 
Noida
Greater Noida, Jan. 10 (PTI): The body of  an 
engineering student was found today in his paying guest 
accommodation outside the campus area in sector 
Alpha A here, police said. The deceased was identified 
as Prashant Yadav, a 2nd year student of IIMT college 
here, Kasna police station SHO B K Verma said. The 
domestic help at the PG accommodation found him 
lying unconscious on his bed this morning and informed 
the police, who then took Yadav to a hospital, where he 
was declared “brought dead”, he said, adding that the 
body was sent for postmortem. The cause of death is still 
not known, the SHO said.  The mother of the deceased, 
Beena Yadav, is a Sub Inspector based in Muzaffarnagar, 
he added.

Cabinet approves amending 
Disabilities Act of 1999
New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): The Union Cabinet today 
approved fixing of  the term for chairperson and 
members of the National Trust for welfare of persons 
with autism and other disabilities for three years through 
a proposed amendment in law. The Section 4(1) of the 
National Trust for the Welfare of Person with Autism, 
Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple 
Disabilities Act, 1999 provides that the chairperson 
or a member of  the board would continue in office 
beyond the prescribed term of three years until his or 
her successor shall have been duly appointed. In case of  
resignation of the chairperson, section 5(1) of the Act 
provides for him to continue in office until his successor 
is duly appointed by the government.

Mother of four alleges husband 
gave her “talaq’’ over phone
Kaushambi (UP), Jan. 10 (PTI): A 36-year-old woman 
in Manjhanpur Kotwali area here has alleged that her 
husband divorced her over phone, police said today.
Rozi Begum, a mother of four, had left for her parents’ 
house some time ago without informing anyone because 
of  continued discord with her husband Sohrab. She 
returned on Saturday to find that her husband and in-
laws had gone to their native place in Mughalsarai in 
Chandauli district. “When Rozi phoned her husband 
to know about their whereabouts, he gave her instant 
divorce over phone by uttering ‘talaq’ thrice and told 
her that he would no longer live with her,” a police 
official said. “Based on the woman’s complaint, a case 
has been filed against Sohrab under various sections of  
the Domestic Violence Act,” Superintendent of Police 
Pradip Kumar said, adding that efforts were on to nab 
him.     



London, Jan. 10 (IANS): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May issued her 
first statement on Tuesday night after 
completing a shake-up of her team of  
government ministers.

Speaking at 10 Downing Street, 
May commented on the new diver-
sity of her government team, Xinhua 
reported.

May said: “This Government is 
about building a country fit for the 
future -- one that truly works for eve-
ryone with a stronger economy and a 
fairer society.

“This reshuffle helps us do just that 
by bringing fresh talent into Govern-
ment, boosting delivery in key policy 
areas like housing, health and social 
care, and ensuring the Government 
looks more like the country it serves.

“It also allows a new generation of  
gifted Ministers to step up and make life 
better for people across the whole UK.”

May faced criticism on the first day 
of her reshuffle which critics, including 
some of her own Conservative politi-

cians described as lack-lustre.
Just one big change to her front-row 

team saw former Education Secretary 
Justine Greening resigning from the 
cabinet.

On day two, May first assembled 
her new line up of ministers at Down-
ing Street, before hiring and firing a 
number of second-tier ministers.

May even posted a photo on her 
social media site showing her alongside 
a line-up of all-female MPs appointed 
to roles in the party whip’s office. Their 
task is to liaise with MPs in the House 
of Commons.

May fired four ministers on day-
two of her reshuffle as she made way 
for newcomer to her team.

Among those leaving were educa-
tion minister Robert Goodwill and 
Mark Garnier, the international trade 
minister. John Hayes, the transport 
minister and health minister Philip 
Dunne both resigned from the govern-
ment.

Backbench Conservative MP Philip 

Davies complained that May’s reshuf-
fle has created a “legitimate concern” 
that white, male ministers have been 
“hoofed out” to make way for women 
or minority ethnic MPs “because they 
are a white male”.

Davies said: “Time will tell as to 
whether these people have got their jobs 
on merit or whether they have got them 
on tokenism. It certainly does not do 
anyone any favours to promote people 
who are not ready for promotion just 
because of their gender or race.

“Time will tell whether these jobs 
were given on merit or not. But obvi-
ously any self-respecting Conservative 
would say that all jobs should be given 
on merit and we should be blind to 
people’s gender, race or religion.” 

May finally completed her reshuf-
fle on Tuesday night, moving eight 
existing members of her government 
team to new posts. Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd was also appointed 
by May as Minister of  Women and 
Equalities.

Washington, Jan. 10 (PTI): 
With the US mulling re-
forms to end illegal immi-
gration, President Donald 
Trump today pushed for a 
merit-based system to allow 
only people with “great track 
record” to enter the country.

He also called for ending 
the chain migration, the fast-
est and easiest way to gain 
legal entry into America, 
through sponsorship by a 
family member who is al-
ready a legal resident or 
citizen of the US.

Trump has repeatedly 
called for the merit-based 
system to reduce overall im-
migration to the US.

“I would like to add the 
words ‘merit’ into any bill 
that’s submitted because I 
think we should have merit-
based immigration like they 
have in Canada, like they 
have in Australia,” Trump 
said during his meeting with 
a bipartisan group of  law-
makers at the White House.

“So we have people 
coming in that have a great 
track record, as opposed to 
what we’re doing now, to be 
honest with you,” he said.

Trump’s comments 
found support from several 
lawmakers.

“I want to get a merit-
based immigration system 
to make sure we can suc-
ceed in the 21st century, and 
I’m willing to be more than 
fair to the 11 million. I just 
don’t want to do this every 
20 years,” Senator Lindsay 
Graham said.

When House Majority 
Leader Congressman Kevin 
McCarthy said the immigra-
tion reform would focus on 
three pillars - Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
or DACA, border security 
and ending chain migration, 
Trump interrupted, asking 
him to “add merit” in any 

immigration legislation.
“I think you should add 

merit. I mean, if  you can, 
add merit-based. I don’t 
think -- I don’t know who 
is going to argue with merit-
based? Who can argue with 
merit-based?” he asked amid 
laughter from those present 
in the room.

A legislation in this re-
gard is expected to be pre-
sented in the next few days.

Reiterating his call for 
border security -- of  which 
a wall along the Mexico 
border is an integral part -- 
Trump said it also has to be 
a bill to end chain migration.

“Chain migration is 
bringing in many, many 
people with one, and often it 
doesn’t work out very well. 
Those many people are not 
doing us right,” he said and 
called for ending the visa lot-
tery system.

“I’m appealing to every-
one in the room to put the 
country before party, and to 
sit down and negotiate and 
to compromise, and let’s 
see if we can get something 
done,” the US president 
said.

White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
described the meeting as 
“successful”.

“The president just con-
cluded what we felt was a 
very successful and produc-
tive bipartisan and bicameral 
meeting on immigration re-
form,” she said.

Sanders said the leader-
ship, during the close-door 
session, agreed to negotiate 
and narrow down the focus 
to four issues -- border secu-
rity, chain migration, visa 
lottery, and DACA. 

“They all agreed the four 
things would be part of the 
negotiation. And beyond 
that, they could move into 
additional scope,” she said.

Colombo, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
Violence erupted in the 
Sri Lankan parliament on 
Wednesday as Prime Min-
ister Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe read a statement over a 
Treasury bond scam at the 
central bank.

Opposition legisla-
tors launched a protest in 
the middle of  the House 
as Wickremesinghe read 
his statement, calling for 
the parliament speaker to 
divulge the details of  the 
Treasury bond scam which 
had been probed by a spe-
cial presidential commis-
sion, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The situation soon 
turned violent when an ob-
ject was hurled at the Prime 
Minister.

Speaker Karu Jayasuriya 
suspended sittings for 10 
minutes to restore normalcy.

“I am told that never 
in history had there been a 
brawl in the Chamber like 
the one just now,” Deputy 
Minister of  Policy Plan-
ning and Economic Devel-
opment Harsha De Silva 
tweeted.

“Utter pandemonium 
in parliament. Apparently 
someone threw an object at 
the PM while he was speak-
ing in the Chamber. Didn’t 

see who it was. Disgraceful.”
Even after the 10-minute 

suspension, a fist fight was 
reported between opposition 
and government legislators.

The Prime Minister was 
unhurt in the clashes. How-
ever, Kavinda Jayawardena 
of  the ruling United Na-
tional Party was taken to the 
parliament medical centre 
after he was injured in the 
brawl.

The Treasury is said to 
have lost (Sri Lankan) Rs 
11,145 million (about $72 
million) due to the bond 
scam and other malpractices 
which were allegedly com-
mitted during the watch of  

former central bank chief  
Arjuna Mahendran and 
some bank officials when the 
new government took office 
in 2015.

Mahendran was ap-
pointed the central bank 
chief in 2015 by Prime Min-
ister Wickremesinghe before 
the bonds scam allegedly 
took place. He resigned a 
year later.

President Maithripala 
Sirisena appointed a three-
member presidential com-
mission to probe the bond 
scam in January 2017. The 
commission has handed 
over its report to the Presi-
dent last month.

Yangon, Jan. 10 (PTI/
AFP): Myanmar secu-
rity forces took part in a 
massacre of  10 Rohingya 
in September, the army 
chief ’s office said today, 
as i t  admitted for the 
first time abuses during a 
crackdown that sparked a 
mass exodus of  the Mus-
lim minority.

The massacre took 
place on September 2 in 
the village of  Inn Din in 
Rakhine state, the Facebook 
posting said, as tensions 
escalated pitting Rohingya 
against security forces and 
ethnic Rakhine locals fol-
lowing the killing of  a Ra-
khine man.

“Some villagers from 
Inn Din village and security 
members confessed they 
killed 10 Bengali terrorists,” 
the office said in its post, 
using a pejorative term for 
Rohingya and blaming mili-
tants for causing the unrest 
in the village.

The post also gave the 
first confirmation of a mass 
Rohingya grave inside Ra-
khine state following an 
army crackdown on mili-

tants from the minority 
group.

In its account, the office 
said security forces captured 
10 Rohingya militants be-
fore killing them as violence 
engulfed Inn Din village 
and its surrounding area.

“The decision was made 
to kill them at a cemetery,” 
the post added.

Refugees who have 
fled in their hundreds of  
thousands to neighbour-
ing Bangladesh have given 
consistent accounts of mas-
sacres by Myanmar security 
forces flanked by ethnic Ra-
khine mobs.

Those  a l legat ions, 
which have been cross-
checked by media and rights 
groups, have seen Myanmar 
accused of ethnic cleansing 
by the US and UN and 
prompted questions over 
whether the army crack-
down may have amounted 
to genocide.

But Myanmar’s army 
has until now staunchly 
rebutted allegations of mis-
conduct, clearing itself  of  
any wrongdoing in an inter-
nal probe.

Washington, Jan. 10 (IANS): A US 
judge has ordered President Donald 
Trump to partially revive the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
immigration policy.

The judge also ordered to resume 
accepting renewal applications from 
undocumented youth migrants or 
“Dreamers” until all pending legal 
challenges are resolved in different 
courts across the country, Efe news 
reported. District Judge William Alsup, 
from the Northern District Court of  
California, issued his decision on Tues-
day in which he described Trump’s de-
cision in September 2017 to end DACA 
and to give Congress until March 5 to 
resolve the situation of its beneficiaries 

as “arbitrary and capricious”.
Promulgated in 2012 by the ad-

ministration of then president Barack 
Obama, the DACA policy protected at 
least 690,000 “dreamers” -- young peo-
ple who arrived in the US when they 
were children, from deportation and 
granted them temporary work permits.

In the ruling issued on Tuesday, 
Judge Alsup said the Trump adminis-
tration has the obligation to re-accept 
the renewal applications to the DACA 
from those individuals who had pre-
viously received the benefits of  this 
scheme but are now running out of  
protection. However, he did not order 
the Trump administration to accept 
new applications from young people 

who had never registered in the DACA 
programme before.

Judge Alsup also decided that the 
plaintiffs, including the University of  
California, have been able to demon-
strate that the DACA beneficiaries, 
their families, schools and communities 
“were likely to suffer serious, irrepara-
ble harm” without the programme.

To avoid that, the judge ordered 
Trump to partially resume the pro-
gramme until there is a definitive 
solution in all pending litigation over 
the scheme. Among those cases is, for 
example, the lawsuit filed on September 
11 by the states of California, Mary-
land, Maine and Minnesota, where 
238,000 “dreamers” live.

Lahore, Jan. 10 (PTI): An eight-
year-old girl was allegedly raped 
and murdered in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province, triggering violent protests 
in which two people were killed in 
clashes with police.

According to CCTV footage, 
the girl in Kasur district was ab-
ducted last week outside her home.

“Last night the girl’s body was 
found from a heap of garbage in 
Saddar area of the city,” Regional 
Police Officer (Kasur) Zulffiqar 
Hameed said, adding the body had 
been sent for autopsy.

“Initial autopsy report suggests 
that the girl was strangulated after 
rape,” Hameed said.

The girl was staying with her 

relatives while her parents had 
gone to Saudi Arabia to perform 
Umrah, an Islamic pilgrimage 
to Mecca, Hijaz, Saudi Arabia, 
performed by Muslims that can be 
undertaken at any time of the year.

The police has taken four sus-
pects into custody.

“We are trying to identify the 
person who was seen taking the 
girl along in the footage,” he said.

Riots erupted in Kasur over 
police inaction after reports of  
the alleged rape and murder of  
the girl began circulating on so-
cial media.

The protesters pelted stone at 
the police station, offices of district 
police officer and district coordina-

tion officer in Kasur as the city ob-
served a complete shutter down to 
protest against the brutal murder.

Widespread condemnation is 
pouring in from all mainstream 
leaders and national cricketers who 
are demanding immediate arrest of  
the culprits and exemplary punish-
ment for them.

Police are resorting to ‘direct’ 
and aerial firing to disperse the 
protesters.

“Two persons who suffered 
serious bullet injuries during the 
protest succumbed to their inju-
ries,” a rescue official said.

Lahore High Court (LHC) 
Chief  Justice Mansoor Ali Shah 
took notice of the murder of the 

girl and sought report from the 
Punjab government.

Punjab Chief  Minister Shah-
baz Sharif said he would personal-
ly monitor this case and would not 
rest till culprits brought to justice.

Ousted prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif  has directed his younger 
brother Shahbaz Sharif  to imme-
diately arrest the culprits and bring 
them to justice.

Ruling PML-N member Pun-
jab Assembly Hina Butt submitted 
a privilege motion in the assembly, 
seeking justice for 11 other minor 
girls who were killed after rape in 
Kasur and adjoining areas during 
the last year.

Opposition PPP chairman 

Bilawal Bhutto has termed the 
brutal rape and murder of the girl 
as “shocking and a slap on the face 
of Sharifdom (Sharif brothers)”.

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf chair-
man Imran Khan, former military 
dictator Gen Pervez Musharraf, 
Maryam Nawaz and other politi-
cians condemned the incident and 
demanded immediate arrest of the 
culprits. 

Test cricketers Shoaib Malik, 
Mohammad Hafeez and Wahab 
Riaz tweeted that it was unbeliev-
able that this brutal incident took 
place in Pakistan. “Our thoughts 
are with the parents of  the girl,” 
they said and demanded immedi-
ate arrest of the culprits.

Seoul, Jan. 10 (PTI/AFP): South 
Korean President Moon Jae-In 
said today he would be willing to 
sit down with the nuclear- armed 
North’s leader Kim Jong-Un, 
as the international communi-
ty welcomed an agreement for 
Pyongyang to send its athletes to 
the Winter Olympics in the South.

The Games in Pyeongchang 
next month have long been over-
shadowed by geopolitical tensions, 
with the North launching missiles 
capable of reaching the US main-
land in recent months and detonat-
ing by far its most powerful nuclear 
device to date.

But Pyongyang - which boy-
cotted the 1988 Summer Olympics 
in Seoul - yesterday agreed to send 
athletes and officials to the event 
as North and South held their 
first formal talks for two years at 
Panmunjom in the Demilitarised 
Zone (DMZ).

“It is only the beginning,” 
Moon told a press conference to-
day. “Yesterday was the first step 
and I think we had a good start.”

“Bringing North Korea to talks 
for denuclearisation is the next step 
we must take.” 

He was willing to hold a sum-
mit “at any time”, he said, as long 

as it was “under the right condi-
tions”.

“But it cannot be a meeting for 
meeting’s sake. To hold a summit, 
the right conditions must be cre-
ated and certain outcomes must be 
guaranteed.” 

Moon has long supported en-
gagement with the North to bring 
it to the negotiating table over 

banned weapons programmes 
that have alarmed the US and the 
global community, and have seen 
Pyongyang subjected to multiple 
sets of United Nations sanctions.

But the US has said the regime 
must stop nuclear tests for nego-
tiations with Washington to take 
place.

“We have no difference in opin-

ion with the US,” Moon insisted, 
saying they shared an understand-
ing about security, were working 
together and were both threatened 
by the North’s nuclear weapons 
and missiles.

But he stressed that the aim 
of  sanctions was to bring North 
Korea to talks, and “stronger sanc-
tions and pressures could further 
heighten tensions and lead to ac-
cidental armed conflicts”.

“But thankfully, North Korea 
came to dialogue before tensions 
were heightened further,” he said.

Seoul had no plans to ease its 
own unilateral measures at present, 
Moon said.

US president Donald Trump 
has a much closer relationship with 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe than he does with Moon, and 
has claimed credit for the North-
South talks himself.

“If  I weren’t involved, they 
wouldn’t be talking about the 
Olympics right now, they’d be do-
ing no talking,” Trump said at the 
weekend, ahead of the meeting.

Moon thanked him for his 
efforts today. “I think President 
Trump’s role in the realisation of  
inter-Korean talks was very big.” 
he said. “I would like to express 

my gratitude.” 
The US cautiously welcomed 

the talks, but warned that the 
North’s attendance at the Games 
should not undermine internation-
al efforts to isolate Kim’s regime.

Trump and Moon had already 
agreed “to continue the campaign 
of  maximum pressure on North 
Korea toward the goal of complete 
and verifiable denuclearisation”, 
the State Department said.

China - the North’s major dip-
lomatic backer and trade partner 
- and Russia, with which it also 
has strong ties, both welcomed the 
North-South talks.

And Japan’s top government 
spokesman Yoshihide Suga said 
today that Tokyo “highly valued” 
Pyongyang’s expressed willingness 
to participate in the Olympics.

“But there is no change in our 
policy of  exerting the maximum 
level of pressure on North Korea 
until they change their policy, in 
close cooperation with the US, 
South Korea, and also involving 
China and Russia,” he added. 

International Olympic Com-
mittee president Thomas Bach said 
Pyongyang’s agreement to take 
part in Pyeongchang was a “great 
step forward in the Olympic spirit”.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Mexican authorities find nearly 
$1mn cash hidden on bus
Mexico City, Jan. 10 (IANS): The Mexican military 
said on Tuesday that marines manning a highway 
checkpoint discovered nearly $1 million in cash hidden 
on a bus. The seizure was made on Sunday in the 
northern state of Tamaulipas during an inspection, Efe 
news agency reported.  The bus was headed south from 
Reynosa, just across the border from McAllen, Texas, 
to the central Mexican city of  Puebla. After noticing 
“irregularities in the internal structure of the bus”, the 
marines brought in sniffer dogs that led them to 43 plastic 
packages containing a total of $981,140, the navy said 
in a statement. Once the cash was discovered, the bus 
driver and his assistant admitted that they had been paid 
to deliver the money to Puebla.

Turkey summons Russian, Iranian 
ambassadors over Syria cease-fire 
violations
Ankara, Jan. 10 (IANS): Turkish Foreign Ministry on 
Tuesday summoned the ambassadors of  Russia and 
Iran to protest the Syria government’s violations of de-
escalation zone borders in Idlib. The ministry expressed 
Turkey’s “discomfort” on Idlib situation to Russian 
ambassador Alexei Yerkhov and Iranian ambassador 
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian Fard, asking them to 
urge the Syrian government to end the border violations, 
Xinhua reported.  Speaking to reporters, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu accused Syria’s 
Assad government of launching attacks on moderate 
opposition in Idlib, which “could damage the process 
of political resolution.” The minister’s comments came 
a day after Syrian government forces captured several 
towns and advanced closer to an opposition-held air base 
in the northwestern province of Idlib, following intense 
battles with the al-Qaida-linked militant groups. 

Cold wave claims 6 more lives in 
Nepal; toll reaches 30
Kathmandu, Jan. 10 (PTI): Intense cold weather in 
Nepal has claimed six more lives, taking to 30 the death 
toll due to severe winter conditions over the past week 
across the country, according to a media report. Two 
persons each died in Rautahat, Parsa and Banke districts 
over the past 48 hours, according to the police. Over the 
week, nearly 14 people were killed from Saptari district 
while five each in Rautahat and Siraha districts in the 
Tarai region, it said. In Saptari district, seven persons, 
including a 7-month- old child, were killed due to 
excessive cold in various municipalities.

169 mafia members arrested in 
Italy, Germany
Rome, Jan. 10 (IANS): Some 169 suspected members 
of the Italian ‘Ndrangheta gang have been arrested in 
Italy and Germany as part of a joint operation, police 
said. German police arrested 11 of  them in Baden-
Wurttemberg, Bavaria, Hessen and North Rhine-
Westphalia, the Federal Criminal Police Office said. The 
arrested were aged between 36-61, and were allegedly 
linked to the Farao-Marincola clan from the Calabrian 
town of Ciro, the Italian police said on Tuesday. They are 
one of the most powerful Calabrian mafias in northern 
Italy, with ramifications in Germany, Efe news reported. 
The group has been accused of  attempted murder, 
extortion and money laundering, among other crimes.

Over 1,000 boat migrants reach 
Europe this year; 81 perish
Geneva, Jan. 10 (IANS/AKI): A total of  1,072 
migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea during the 
first week of this year, with around 450 each landing in 
Italy and Greece and the remainder in Spain, the United 
Nations migration agency reported on Tuesday. At least 
81 are unknown to have died. The arrivals till January 
8 compare with almost an identical number - 1,159 - 
who came ashore during a similar period of 2017, the 
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) said. 
However, 81 boat migrants perished as of January 8 - a 
more than seven-fold increase compared with the 11 
people who died trying to cross the Mediterranean in 
2017, IOM reported.

Egypt jails 268 over 2013 violent 
pro-Morsi sit-in 
Cairo, Jan. 10 (IANS): An Egyptian court on Tuesday 
handed 268 supporters of  ousted Islamist President 
Mohamed Morsi up to 25-year jail terms over a violent 
pro-Morsi sit-in following his removal in July 2013. Giza 
Criminal Court sentenced 23 defendants to 25 years in 
prison, 223 to 15 years and 22 to three years, ordering 
them to pay altogether a fine of more than $2.1 million for 
the damages they reportedly caused to the surrounding 
zoo, public park and college building during their 45-day 
sit-in. The verdicts are still appealable before a higher 
court, Xinhua reported. Meanwhile, the court acquitted 
109 defendants and cancelled the case for two others.

Ecuador weighs mediation to 
resolve Julian Assange issue
Quito, Jan. 10 (IANS): Ecuador’s Foreign Minister 
on Tuesday said that Quito may pursue mediation to 
resolve the standoff between the South American nation 
and Britain over the fate of WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange, who has spent more than five years holed up 
at the Ecuadorian Embassy in London. “We have an 
enormous interest in reaching a definitive solution to 
the Assange case and to make that happen we are in 
permanent dialogue with the government of the United 
Kingdom,” Efe quoted Maria Fernanda Espinosa as 
saying. 

AP/PTI

South Korean President Moon Jae-in delivers a speech during his New Year news 
conference at the Presiden al Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 
10, 2018. 

British PM completes cabinet 
reshuffle amid criticism

Trump pushes for 
merit-based immigration

Violence in Sri Lankan parliament 
over bond sale scandal

Myanmar security forces 
took part in killing 10 
Rohingya— Army chief

US judge orders Trump to partially revive Dreamers programme

Violent protests erupt over rape, murder of 8-yr old girl in Pak 

S Korea’s Moon willing to hold summit with Kim Jong-Un
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Gomez ‘unfollows’ Lovato, Hadid on Instagram
Singer Selena Gomez, who previously followed more than 300 people, has unfollowed more 
than 200 people, including Demi Lovato and Gigi Hadid on Instagram, leaving just 37 ac-
counts in her “following” list. Gomez’s fans noticed that the “Wolves” siger also stopped fol-
lowing names like Camila Cabello, her former “Wizards of Waverly Place” co-stars and the 
cast of “13 Reasons Why”, reports aceshowniz.com. She, however, is still following her close 
friends Taylor Swift, Francia Raisa and Julia Michaels, actresses Amy Schumer and Jessica 
Alba as well as some fan accounts dedicated to celebrating her career.  Gomez made the 
changes on January 6. Many were puzzled by her move, with one asking, “She unfollowed 
Demi, Camila and all her friends and ‘13 Reasons Why?’ cast and ‘Wizards of Waverly 
Place’ cast and so many peoples. Wtf is happening?”  Last month, Gomez briefly made her 
Instagram account private. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150HILL STAR 

12.30 pm 8 pm: Tiger 
Zinda Hai (Hindi) 4 pm: Jumanji (Eng) 2D

6 pm: Insidious (Eng) 2D 
Horror

Movie Schedule

Queen to receive a Grammy 
Lifetime Achievement Award

Indian designer Ruchika Sachdev 
wins International Woolmark Prize

Big B supports Global Appeal 2018 against leprosy

Don’t own or rent any apartment 
in Paris— Mallika Sherawat

Sexual misconduct 
allegations not accurate, 
says James Franco

McGowan selling house to 
fund fight against Weinstein

Q
ueen are part of the 
Grammy’s list of  
Lifetime Achievement 
Award honorees this 
year, along with Neil 

Diamond, the Meters, Louis Jordan, 
Emmylou Harris, Hal Blaine and 
Tina Turner.

Queen, who already have two 
recordings in the Grammy Hall of  
Fame, were co-founded by John Dea-

con, Brian May, Freddie Mercury and 
Roger Taylor. Their initial greatest-
hits compilation became the first ever 
to sell more than 6 million copies in 
the U.K. Queen have continued after 
Mercury’s 1991 death with guest 
singers, including Paul Rodgers and 
Adam Lambert.

This year’s Trustees Awards 
honorees include legendary rock 
promoter and manager Bill Graham, 

along with Seymour Stein and John 
Williams. Technical Grammy awards 
will be given to Tony Agnello and 
Richard Factor, whose company 
Eventide invented and produced a 
series of groundbreaking audio effects 
devices.

A special award presentation and 
concert in celebration of these award 
winners will be held this summer. 
Additional details on the even are still 
forthcoming.

“This year’s Special Merit Awards 
recipients are a prestigious group of  
diverse and influential creators who 
have crafted or contributed to some of  
the most distinctive recordings in mu-
sic history,” Neil Portnow, President/
CEO of the Recording Academy, said 
in a news release. “These exceptional-
ly inspiring figures are being honored 
as legendary performers, creative 
architects, and technical visionaries. 
Their outstanding accomplishments 
and passion for their craft have cre-
ated a timeless legacy.” 

Blaine, as founder and drummer 
of the session group the Wrecking 
Crew, appeared on albums by the 
Beach Boys, Elvis Presley, Frank 
Sinatra and countless others. He also 
collaborated with fellow honoree Neil 
Diamond on “Song Sung Blue.” The 
Meters toured and performed with 
legends including Dr. John, Robert 
Palmer, the Rolling Stones and others, 
and were Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
nominees this past year.

ultimateclassicrock

I
ndian designer 
Ruchika Sachdev 
won the womens-
wear 2017/2018 
International 

Woolmark Prize here by 
impressing the judges with 
her unique way of address-
ing the issue of consumer 
waste in fashion with 
traditional techniques of  
recycling.

Excited about her 
victory, Sachdev said in a 
statement: “This is a huge 
opportunity to expand on 
what I do and keep doing 
it.”

Sachdev’s Bodice 
label was selected as the 
womenswear winner at the 
event here on Wednesday 

and was especially praised 
for her technique and 
manufacturing process.

Inspired by her 
grandmother, who used to 
upcycle saris into quilts, 
Sachdev collaborated 
with hand weavers and 
encouraged them to take 
an unorthodox approach 
to traditional techniques, 
producing an elegant 
collection honouring 
Australian Merino wool 
and Indian artisans, read 
a statement.

Bodice also worked 
with bio-dye in Sawant-
wadi, central India, which 
makes all colours from 
natural sources. The colour 
palette of navy and forest 

green mixed with pink 
and green pastels contains 
natural dyes and are safe 
for the skin - a nod to 
the ancient practices of  
Ayurveda. Completing the 
label’s holistic approach, 
Bodice sourced buttons 
from renewable sources of  
coconut shell, seashell and 
wood.

The award was judged 
by a panel including 
Amber Valletta, Elizabeth 
Von Guttman, Emanuele 
Farneti, Julie Davies, Livia 
Firth, Liya Kebede, Miro-
slava Duma, Nonita Kalra, 
Phillip Lim, Riccardo Van-
netti, Sarah Mower and 
Stuart McCullough along 
with representatives from 

the International Wool-
mark Prize retail partner 
network.

Womenswear de-
signer Phillip Lim thought 
Bodice’s collection was 
“completely thoughtful”.

“From the ingredients 
and dyes used all the way 
to the application and 
everything in between, her 
collection really represents 
a modern woman,” Lim 
said. 

In the menswear 
category, Matthew Miller 
from the British Isles won, 
while the US-based DYNE 
was announced the winner 
of the inaugural Innovation 
Award.

IANS

M
egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan has 
thrown his weight 
behind the 2018 Glo-
bal Appeal against 

leprosy.
Japanese philanthropist Yohei Sa-

sakawa of The Nippon Foundation, 
also the WHO goodwill ambassador 
for leprosy elimination since 2001, 
reached out to the actor to honour 
him at an upcoming event for a global 
appeal to eliminate stigma against 
leprosy.

While conveying his inability to 
attend the event in New Delhi on 
January 30, Big B wrote a note to the 
organisers, quoting Mother Teresa, 
said a statement.

“The greatest disease today is not 
TB or leprosy, it is being unwanted 
and uncared for. We can cure physical 
diseases with medicine, but the only 
cure for loneliness, despair and hope-
lessness is love.”

The event is being organised 
jointly by the Nippon Foundation 
and Disabled People’s International 

(DPI).
Javed Abidi, Global Chair, DPI, 

said: “Leprosy is one of the oldest dis-
eases known to mankind and people 
affected by it continue to be rejected 
and neglected by society due to its 
outdated image of being contagious 
and disfiguring. However, today it is 
curable with antibiotics.

“We need to rise above the social, 
economic and legal discrimination 
that still persists for people affected by 
this disability.”

IANS

A
ctress Mallika Sherawat has 
debunked rumours about be-
ing thrown out from her flat 
in Paris for failing to pay rent 
and says that she does not 

own an apartment nor has rented one.
“I have said it before and I am saying 

it again, I do not own or rent any apart-
ment in Paris! I have been in Los Angeles 
and India since last eight months,” Mallika 
tweeted on Wednesday morning. 

“I do not live in Paris, please do not 
spread false rumours!” she added. 

It was reported that a court in France 
has ordered that Mallika be evicted from 
an apartment in a posh part of Paris for 
failing to pay the rent.

As per the report, the court has ordered 
the Bollywood actress and her French 
husband Cyrille Auxenfans to pay Rs 

59,826,30 (78,787 euros) rent. The court 
also gave the go-ahead for their furniture to 
be seized. 

IANS

A
ctor James 
Franco 
says the 
allegations 
of sexual 

misconduct against him are 
inaccurate.

Comedian and host 
Stephen Colbert brought 
up the recent allega-
tions against Franco that 
emerged on Sunday fol-
lowing the actor’s Golden 
Globes win, while Franco 
was on Tuesday night’s 
“Late Show”, reports 
variety.com.

“First, I want to say 
that I do support it. 
Look, I was so ex-
cited to win but 
being in that 
room that night 
was incredible. 
It was powerful. 
I support change. 
There were some 
things on Twit-
ter, I haven’t read 
them. I’ve heard 
about them,” said 
Franco.

He then ad-
dressed a vague 
and now-deleted 
tweet from Ally 
Sheedy, who Franco 
directed in a 2014 
Broadway play. She 
had accused him of  
sexual misconduct.

“I have no idea what 
I did to Ally Sheedy…I 
had nothing but a great 
time with her. I have total 
respect for her. I have no 
idea why she was upset. 
She took the tweet down…
I can’t speak for her,” he 
said.

“The things that I 
heard were on Twitter 
are not accurate, but I 
completely support people 
coming out and being able 
to have a voice because 
they didn’t have a voice for 
so long. So I don’t want 
to shut them down in 
any way, and I think 
it’s a good thing and 
I support it,” Franco 
added.

“I can’t live if there’s 
restitution to be made. 
If I’ve done something 
wrong, I will fix it. I have 
to. I don’t know what 
else to do. As far as the 
bigger issue of how we do 
it, I really don’t have the 
answers. I think the point 
of this whole thing is that 
we listen. I’m here to listen 
and learn and change my 
perspective where it’s off. 
I’m completely willing and 
want to”.

IANS

A
ctress Rose McGowan says 
she is having to sell her 
house as her legal battle 
against disgraced Hol-
lywood producer Harvey 

Weinstein has cost her bomb.
McGowan spoke about 

her battle against Weinstein 
when she took the stage at 
the Television Critics As-
sociation’s press tour in 
Pasadena, California, on 
Tuesday, reports variety.
com.

Last October, McGow-
an accused Weinstein of  
raping her years ago. 

Reports said that at 
the time she had signed a 
non-disclosure agreement as 
part of  her settlement with 
the disgraced movie mogul for 

$100,000 to not talk about 
their 1997 hotel 

room encoun-
ter during 

the 

Sundance Film Festival. 
Clarifying her stance on that, 

McGowan said: “I never signed an 
NDA, actually. That was a mistake the 
press made, and actually a mistake that 

I made for a long time. I was 
misinformed by a lawyer that 

I had signed one, when in 
fact it turned out I hadn’t. 

I thought I remember 
refusing that. I think 
NDAs, as we’re 
finding out, can be 
broken.” 

“It’s really scary, 
I’m having to sell my 
house right now to 
pay legal bills fighting 

off  the monsters,” she 
said on the her financial 

condition due to the 
battle.

IANS



B e n g a l u r u , Jan.  10 
(IANS): India captain 
Sunil Chhetri w a n t s 
the  nat ional football 
team to  play m o r e 
away games this y e a r 
as it prepares for 
the AFC Asian Cup 
in 2019.

Chhetri, who is cur-
rently playing for Ben-
galuru FC in the Indian 
Super League (ISL), feels 
each and every player who 
dons the India colours needs to 
raise his game by a few notches so 
that coach Stephen Constantine has 
a headache while picking the team 
every time.

“We need to play enough matches 
away. We generally do well at home, 
but our away record hasn’t been good. 
We should try to get teams from 16 to 
8 (AFC rankings) ranking. It’s diffi-
cult to play South Korea and Japan as 
they don’t want to play us.We should 
get teams who are better than us 
and play at their home. This is from 
the organisation side,” Chhetri told 
IANS in an interview here.

“From the players’ side, we need 
to improve ourselves individually, 
making sure that the competition for 
the national team increases and it is a 
big headache for the coach. It should 
be tough for him to choose the players 
and whenever that happens he gets 
the cream,” the 33-year-old said.

India qualified for the Asian Cup 
by beating Macau in the qualifiers last 
year in October.

The last time India played in 
the world’s second-oldest continen-
tal football championship was in 

2011 under British coach Bob 
Houghton. Chhetri was an 
integral part of  the team, 
scoring two goals in the 
group stages in what 
was only India’s third 
appearance.

India did not win a 
match and bowed out, 
letting in 13 goals and 

scor-
ing just three.

C h h e -
tr i  said India 
should look to 
play teams like 
the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), 
w h o  a r e  a l s o 
hosting the Asian 
Cup, on the road.

“ We  a r e  a t 
the bottom, man. 
Whoever we get 
is going to be 
better than us,” 
Chhe t r i  s a id 
w h e n  a s k e d 
to  name the 
t e a m s  t h e y 
should  p lay 
f r i e n d l i e s 
w i t h  l e a d -
ing up to the 
tournament, 
s tar t ing in 
J a n u a r y 

next year.
“In 2011, we got No 1, No 

3 and No 5 -- Australia, South 
Korea, Bahrain (in the main 
round). It couldn’t have been 
worse than that mathemati-
cally. This time we got 
Kyrgyzstan, Macau and 
Myanmar (in the qual-

ifiers). With 

d u e 
respect  to 

them i t  wasn’t 
very difficult.

“We should aim to 
play the UAE, Qatar, 
Oman, Palestine and 
Lebanon (in the friend-
lies),” Chhetri said.

There are talks of  a 
four-nation Champions 
Cup taking place this 
year in India. Chhetri 
said the tourney would 
have no bearing on In-
dia’s rankings as it is 
outside the FIFA dates, 
but the match practice 
would do a world of  
good to India’s prepara-
tions.

“Now it’s not about 
the rankings, because we 
have qualified. Having 
said that, the arrange-
ments of  the groups 
matter in terms of  rank-
ing but keeping all these 
things aside, playing at 

home those three-four 
nation tournament...I 
hope we get better teams 

to play against,” he said.
Coming to his club Ben-

galuru FC, which is at the 
top of  the ISL standings now, 

Chhetri said it doesn’t have the 
pressure of  expectations and 

takes one game at a time.
“The motto in our club is to 

think about the next game -- the 
way we won two Federation Cups 

and the I-League by taking one 
game at a time. The motto has not 
changed,” he said.

Just married to long-time girl-
friend Sonam, daughter of  former 
India and Mohun Bagan defender 
Subrata Bhattacharya, Chhetri signed 
off  tongue-in-cheek, saying he now 
knows the prices of  “onions and 
tomatoes”.

“The last 10-15 days after mar-
riage... I have enjoyed my time. I 
think me and Sonam have seen each 
other for 13 years but we never lived 
with each other. She was always a 
tourist wherever I played. Now liv-
ing together, it’s nice, man. More 
because, apart from the fact that she 
is my wife and I love her... we are also 
very good friends,” he said.

“She understands my job. So there 
was no need of  telling her that I have 
to come back and sleep and take a 
nap... everything is nice because she 
understands.

Later in the evening we watch 
Netflix. We go for walks. We went 
to buy grocery the other day and I 
realised I haven’t taken walks for a 
long time. I know the rates of  onions 
and tomatoes now (laughs).”
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Novak Djokovic, chasing a record seventh Australian Open crown, had pulled out of a warm-up Abu Dhabi 
tournament, raising concerns he would be fit enough.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1699

Across
1  Apprehensive feeling
6 Counterfeit
10 Diplomat’s gift
14 More achy
15 Robin Cook bestseller
16 Gel made from seaweed
17 Affirm
18 “___ Window” (1955 
Hitchcock film)

19 Kemo ___
20 Ashe contemporary
22 Antagonistic
24 Air beyond the clouds
26 Thinks
27 Polish president Lech
30 “Sesame Street” Muppet
32 “Buyer beware” phrase
33 El ___, Tex.
35 Game keepers?
39 ___ Tin Tin
40 Some political responses
42 West of Tinseltown
43 Not glossy
45 “Giant” author Ferber
46 Exercise wheel locale
47 Bedazzled
49 “Silas ___”
51 Court game
54 Back of a book
56 Orchestra members
58 Cookie type
62 Hamlet option
63 Abominate
65 Mischievous one
66 90-degree angles
67 Atomizer’s output

68 Lifeless
69 Count calories
70 “The Sound of Music” 

backdrop
71 Corday’s victim, 1793
Down
1 Organization: Abbr.
2 N in N.B.
3 Mardi ___
4 Couches
5 Goodies
6 Detritus on the side of a 

mountain
7 Break ground?
8 Asian nurse
9 Dark brownish red

10 More mouth-watering
11 Another time
12 TV signal carrier
13 Apples and oranges
21 Condition
23 Barbecue pieces
25 Lives
27 Close, in hide and seek
28 Area east of the 

Bosporus
29 Fabric fuzz
31 Horse hue
34 Freshly
36  “___ for All Seasons”
37 Beep on a beeper
38 Crystal gazer

40 Patron saint of France
41 Female demon
44 Smallest of all
46 City on the Po
48 Spring woe, maybe
50 Belfast’s county
51 Borne
52 “Christ Stopped at ___”
53 Aristocrat
55 Rhymesters
57 Leave port
59 Hungarian city or river
60 A celebrity may have 

one
61 Baltic native
64 Cookbook amt.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1539

Bristol City’s Marlon Pack tries a shot towards goal past Manchester City’s Kevin De Bruyne during the English League Cup semifinal first leg 
soccer match against Manchester City at the E had stadium in Manchester, England on Tuesday.

AP/PTI

Djokovic beats Thiem in strong 
comeback after 6-month absence

Tevez hoping for Argentina recall ahead of World Cup

Late Emi Merry memorial women football 
and volleyball tourney from Jan. 30

India to tour Ireland for two 
T20Is before England series

Man City nip Bristol in 
1st leg of EFL Cup semis

Manches ter,  Jan.  10 
(IANS): Sergio Agüero’s 
stoppage time goal gave 
Manchester City a 2-1 
victory here over second-
division club Bristol City 
in the first leg of  an EFL 
Cup semifinal tie.

The hosts, who remain 
undefeated more than 
half-way through the Eng-
lish Premier League (EPL) 
season, found themselves 
challenged by a Bristol 
squad who were full of  
confidence on Tuesday 
after eliminating holders 

Manchester United in the 
quarterfinals, reports Efe. 

Aiming for the qua-
druple: EPL, Champions 
League, FA Cup and EFL 
Cup, City fielded a strong 
side including Leroy Sane, 
Raheem Sterling, Bernar-
do Silva, Ilkay Gündogan, 
Kevin De Bruyne and 
John Stones.

The injured Gabriel 
Jesus was unavailable and 
Agüero started the match 
on the bench.

Bristol, showing no 
signs of  being intimi-

dated by their mighty ri-
vals, were more impres-
sive than many Premier 
League teams have been 
in visits to the Etihad this 
season.

The Robins’ boldness 
paid off  with a goal just 
before half-time.

Bobby Reid exploited 
a giveaway by City’s Elia-
quim Mangala and lured 
John Stones into a poor 
challenge to win the pen-
alty and then converted 
from the spot to make it 
1-0 for Bristol.

City nearly equalized 
before the break, but Bris-
tol defender Aden Flint 
came up with a timely 
header on the goal line to 
stop Sterling’s shot.

The underdog visitors 
preserved the lead until 
the 54th minute, when De 
Bruyne scored for City 
after a give-and-go with 
Sterling.

Agüero’s header in the 
92nd minute gave City 
the win.

The second leg is set 
for January 23 in Bristol.

Wokha, Jan. 10 (EMN): The 
Wokha District Women Sports 
Association (WDWSA) through 
its chairperson, Nyanbeni A. 
Ezung informed that the 4th 
late Emi Merry IAS Memorial 
Women Football and Volleyball 
Tournament will commence 
from Jan. 30 at the Wokha lo-
cal ground. Therefore, all Lotha 
range, circles, village, town, clubs 
and colony including Lotha 

teams from all other districts are 
requested to kindly confirm their 
participation. Registration will 
start from Jan. 15 till the 29th at 
M/s. Naga Traditional Corner, 
Police Point Wokha with an en-
trance fee of  INR 3,500 for foot-
ball and INR 2,000 for volleyball.

For more information one 
can contact the following num-
bers: 9612961276/ 7630002188/ 
7630915017 and 7005636900.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
The Indian cricket team will 
travel to Ireland for a brief  
two T20 Internationals se-
ries as part of  their 
preparation for the 
gruelling tour 
of  England in 
July, the BCCI 
announced 
on Tuesday.

T h e 
Men-In-Blue 
will play the 
I r i s h  s i d e 
on  June  27 
and 28 in Dub-
lin before trav-
elling to England, 
where they will take 
on the hosts in a five-match 
Test rubber.

“The Indian Cricket Team 
will travel to Ireland to play 

two T20Is prior to their tour of  
England in July. The two T20Is 

will be held in Dublin on 
June 27 and June 29,” the 

BCCI announced in 
a statement.

India last 
toured Ireland 
in 2007 when 

they played 
an One-day 

Internation-
a l  ( O D I ) 
at Belfast, 
which the 

visitors won 
by nine wick-

ets (D/L meth-
od). 

I n d i a  h a v e 
played Ireland just once 

in the T20I format when the two 
sides met in Nottingham during 
the 2009 ICC World T20.

M e l b o u r n e,  Ja n .  1 0 
(IANS): In his first appear-
ance in six months, Serbian 
tennis star Novak Djokovic 
on Wednesday defeated 
Austria’s Dominic Thiem 
6-1, 6-4 at the Kooyong 
Classic exhibition here.

The 12-time Grand 
Slam champion seemed to 
have overcome the elbow 
injury that ended his 2017 
season in July after losing 
in the Wimbledon quarter-
finals. He also had to with-
draw from the ATP Qatar 
Open and an exhibition 
tournament in Abu Dhabi, 
reports Efe.

“It feels great, obviously 
I was waiting for this mo-
ment for six months to play 
a match,” the former World 
No.1 said after the win.

Although Djokovic said 
he was delighted with his 
performance, especially his 
serve, he acknowledged that 
he was still not in perfect 
shape.

We need to play more away matches — Sunil Chhetri

L a t e r  i n  t h e  d ay, 
Djokovic is scheduled to 
play a match at the Tie 
Break Tens, then another 
match on Thursday at the 
Kooyong Classic, according 
to the organisers.

After spending almost 
seven months sidelined, 
Djokovic looks to be tun-
ing up his game as much 
as possible ahead of  the 
Australian Open next week 
(January 15-28), the first 

Grand Slam event of  the 
year, which he has won six 
times.

In the 2017 Australian 
Open, Djokovic lost in the 
second round to Denis Isto-
min of Uzbekistan.

Buenos Aires, Jan. 10 
(IANS): Carlos Tevez said 
that he hopes his return to 
Boca Juniors will help him 
earn a recall to Argentina’s 
national team ahead of this 
year’s World Cup.

The 33-year-old former 
Manchester United, Man-
chester City and Juventus 
forward made the last of his 
76 appearances for the Albi-
celeste in October 2015, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

“I have a few years of  

football left,” Tevez told 
reporters. “Being in a World 
Cup for a player of my age 
would be something very 

nice.”
Tevez rejoined his boy-

hood club last week after 
leaving Shanghai Shenhua, 

where he failed to impress 
during a dismal 12-month 
spell.

“I want to enjoy these 
next two years with Boca 
because it’s the last thing I 
have left,” he said.

Tevez was a part of Ar-
gentina’s 2006 and 2010 
World Cup squads but was 
overlooked for the 2014 
tournament in Brazil.

The 2018 World Cup 
will be played in Russia 
from June 14 to July 15.
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Aanchal Thakur with her bronze medal.
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(From L) The top four wrestlers of Khonoma village Kevirialie Liegise, Kelhusalie Pier, Vizobilie Punyü and 
Kevikolie Meyase during the KYO 49th wrestling meet at Terhotsiese.

EM Images

Poumai youths displaying a tradi onal sports drill during the inaugural func on of the 1st sports week 
of Khongdei Circle Youth and Students’ Organisa on at Khongei village on Tuesday.

EM Images

Minerva Punjab FC beat Mohun 
Bagan to go top of I-League

Everton owner says Lukaku exit swayed by 'voodoo message'

England's Root likely to be fit for 
opening ODI against Australia

VAR will become ever-
present in English 
football, says FA chief

Kevirialie Liegise is champion 
of KYO wrestling meet

KCYSO sports week underway in Manipur

Seceku Wrestling Association meet held

Nagaland ends with a 
rich haul of 24 medals

WADSA wrestling meet on Jan. 12

Aanchal hopes ski medal ends govt. apathy to winter sports

Kolkata, Jan. 10 (IANS): 
Minerva Punjab FC rode 
on Bhutanese striker Chen-
cho Gyeltshen's first-half  
brace to jump to the top 
of  the table with a 2-1 vic-
tory over Mohun Bagan 
in an I-League encounter 
at the Vivekananda Yuba 
Bharati Krirangan here on 
Wednesday.

Chencho (23rd minute, 
30th) wreaked havoc dur-
ing a spell of  uncertainty 
for the hosts' defence to 
help his side continue their 
dream run and pip East 
Bengal to the top of  the 
tree by one point and with 
a game in hand. 

Mohun Bagan's Libe-
rian attacking midfielder 
Ansumana Kromah missed 
a penalty in the first essay. 

For the home team, 
Nigerian centre-back King-
sley Eze (90+4) scored 

a peach of  a goal from 
40 yards out before their 
new-signing 
C a m e r o n 
Watson blew 
away a glori-
ous  chance 
to equalise in 
second-half  
stoppage time.

The Lud-
hiana-based side now have 
19 points from eight games 
while second-placed East 
Bengal are on 18 points 
after playing nine matches.

Mohun Bagan, mean-
while, stay in fifth position 
with 13 points from nine 
games.

The Mariners got off  
to a positive start winning 
three corners in the first 
nine minutes. But as the 
half  wore on, the visitors 
settled in and turned the 
tables on the hosts in style.

In the 16th minute, Ka-
malpreet Singh was teed 

up by Kassim Aidara but 
the latter dragged his effort 
wide.

Minutes later, Chencho 
scored, making the most of  
the time he was afforded 
on the ball to first dodge a 
defender and then shoot on 
the turn. 

The strike took a slight 
deflection off  a Arijit Bagui 
who initially lost the ball to 
the Bhutanese striker with 
goalkeeper Shibinraj Kun-
niyil also at fault, coming 
out of  his line needlessly.

Chencho should have 
doubled the lead moments 

later, after being one 
on one with keeper 
but his shot was saved.

The highly-rated 
forward did not have 
to rue his miss for too 
long though, scoring 
again at the half-hour 
mark, this time Wil-

liam Asiedu splitting open 
the sleepy rival defence 
with relative ease to find 
Chencho who placed the 
ball at the far post with a 
calm finish.

Sensing the need for 
an urgent response, home 
team coach Shankarlal 
Chakraborty took off  for-
mer Bengaluru FC mid-
fielder Beingaichho Beik-
hokhei forSk.faiaz in the 
hope of  a goal.

The Green and Ma-
roons came close to pulling 

one back when their Cam-
eroonian striker Dipanda 
Dicka was felled inside 
the box by visiting keeper 
Rakshit Dagar to concede 
a penalty. Kromah stepped 
up to take the spot kick but 
a tame effort saw Dagar 
pull off  an easy save.

Two minutes to half  
time, Asiedu back-heeled 
neatly for Kamalpreet who 
once again put his attempt 
wide of  target.

A frenetic first half  
ended on a sour note when 
experienced Mohun Bagan 
defender Kinshuk Debnath 
had an ugly altercation 
with Asiedu. In the second 
half, substitute Naro Hari 
Shrestha, who replaced the 
ineffective Kromah in the 
77th minute, came close on 
two occasions while Dicka 
also had a chance but was 
off  target.

Kohima Bureau
Khonoma, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
Kevirialie Liegise defeated 
Kelhusalie Pier in the final 
to emerge as the champion 
at the 49th wrestling meet of  
Khonoma Youth Organisa-
tion (KYO) on Wednesday.

Son of  late Megosato 
Liegise, Kevirialie lifted the 
title following his victory 
against an upcoming wres-
tler Kelhusalie who is the 
son of veteran wrestler Me-
gokholie Pier.

The third position was 
bagged by Vizobilie Punyü, 
son of Petuo Punyü, while 
Kevikolie Meyase, son late 
Visazoto Meyase was placed 
fourth.

45 wrestlers from three 
khels took part in the cham-
pionship held at Terhotsiese, 
Khonoma village.

Earlier, the inaugural 
function was graced by Dojü 
Khate, president, Merhüma 
Union, as the chief  guest, 
while the VDB secretary of  

Khonoma village Mhiesiri-
eto Punyü was the guest of  
honour.

The day’s programme 
was also graced by Er. Kev-
isekho Kruse, Retd Chief  
Engineer, PHED, Govern-
ment of  Nagaland, as the 
special guest.

Meanwhile, the selected 
wrestlers will represent the 
village at the forthcoming 
wrestling meet of the West-
ern Angami Sports Associa-
tion.

London, Jan. 10 (Re-
uters): Everton major-
ity shareholder Farhad 
Moshiri says that the club’s 
former striker Romelu Lu-
kaku turned down a big 
offer to stay in Merseyside 
on the advice of  a “voodoo 
message” that was passed 
on to him by the player’s 
mother.

The 24-year-old’s pro-
lific form garnered interest 
from top clubs in England 
after the Belgian interna-
tional scored 25 goals in 
37 league appearances last 
season.

Lukaku was initially 
expected to return to his 
former club Chelsea but 
the 24-year-old instead 
sealed a move to Man-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
The 1st sports week of  
Khongdei Circle Youth 
and Students’ Organisation 
(KCYSO) was inaugurated 
at Khongdei Khuman vil-
lage, Chillivai area in Mani-
pur’s Purul block under Se-
napati district on Tuesday, 
a report reaching here said. 

Khongdei Khuman, a 
Poumai village is located 
about 125 km north east of  
Imphal in Senapati district 
bordering Ukhrul district 
on east. Ten unit villages 
of the areas participated in 
the conference cum sports’ 

week.
Manipur Public health 

and Engineering depart-
ment Minister L Dikho,a 
local MLA from Mao con-
stituency inaugurated the 
Sports cum Students confer-
ence which is scheduled to 
continue till January 11.

Chairman ML Mark-
son of autonomous district 
council (ADC) Senapati 
district, Executive mem-
ber RK Thotrei, Members 
Maikho Alex and P Veini 
of  ADC Senapati district 
were the guests of  honour 
of the inaugural function at 
the picturesque hill village.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Minister Dikho said 
that sports are a good av-
enue for leadership devel-
opment of  the youth. He 
further appealed the up-
coming youths of  the area 
to work hard and compete 
with their contemporaries 
in different disciplines.

Exhorting the youths to 
specialise in the particular 
discipline of  sport accord-
ing to one’s trait and tal-
ents, he also assured that he 
will try to sponsor financial 
support up to five UPSC 
aspirants for a year from the 
Khongdei Circle.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): The 26th meet 
of  the Seceku Wrestling Association was 
held on Wednesday at Pholami local 
ground with 56 wrestlers competing in vari-
ous categories.

Addressing the meet, MLA Deo Nukhu 
impressed upon that wrestling is an impor-
tant sport while dwelling on various quali-
ties that a sports person should possess such 
as self  control and team spirit. He urged 
upon the gathering that they should not 
only play as an individual but keep up the 
team spirit. 

Observing that wrestlers from Seceku 
area has emerged champions in the state 
level, he also stated that not all of  them 

can become champions, or clinch the first 
or second position but stated appreciation 
for the Chakhesang team spirit. He called 
upon them to keep this up while stressing 
on more trainings and adding that there is 
so much potential in sports. 

Guest of honour, Vengota Nakro, Rtd. 
Project Director, Soil and Water Conserva-
tion expressed his admiration for sportsper-
sons because of  their discipline, and are 
often mentally fit and have clarity of mind. 
He also stated hope that some of them will 
emerge champions in the state level.

Highlights of  the event included un-
furling of the association flag by the chief  
guest.

London, Jan. 10 (Reuters): 
Football Association chief  
executive Martin Glenn 
believes the video assistant 
referee (VAR) system will 
become a permanent fixture 
in English football after it 
was successfully trialled for 
the first time in Monday’s 
FA Cup tie between Brigh-
ton and Hove Albion and 
Crystal Palace.

Brighton beat Palace 
2-1 to advance to the fourth 
round, with the VAR Neil 
Swarbrick reviewing and 
allowing Brighton striker 
Glenn Murray’s late win-
ner to stand, after the ball 
initially appeared to brush 
off the player’s hand.

After the collaboration 
between match referee An-
dre Marriner and Swarbrick 
was deemed a success, 
Glenn was confident that 
the system will assist English 
officials for years to come.

”The FA generally 
thinks that in a few years’ 
time we will wonder how we 
ever lived without it,“ Glenn 

told reporters on Tuesday. 
”We were a big supporter 
of  VAR being embraced 
in football after years of  it 
being challenged by Sepp 
Blatter and FIFA.

”I was pleased as it 
seemed to work the right 
way... The good news is 
that the game did not stop 
once and there appeared to 
be good teamwork between 
(referee) Andre Marriner 
and (VAR) Neil Swarbrick.

“... The big question 
now is: should we put it into 
the World Cup?”

VAR involves a fifth 
match official along with 
an assistant watching the 
on-pitch action remotely 
and then drawing the match 
referee’s attention to officiat-
ing mistakes.

The system, which has 
already been implemented 
in Italy’s Serie A and Ger-
many’s Bundesliga, will also 
be used in the League Cup 
semi-final clash between 
Chelsea and Arsenal on 
Wednesday.   

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): 
Nagaland ended with 24 
medals at the 4th North-
east Taekwondo champi-
onship which concluded 
on Wednesday at the DSA 
Karimganj, Assam.

Keneilezo Nagi in U-74 
junior boys, Keyinchingon-
be Hega in U-55 junior 
boys, Ziita Shijoh U-65 
cadet boys and Nenghoi-
kim in U-63 kgs junior girls 
won four gold medals for 
Nagaland.

Nagaland also won five 

silver and 12 bronze med-
als, totalling 24 in various 
categories during the cham-
pionship. 

The championship was 
organised by Karimganj 
District Taekwondo Associ-
ation and played under the 
aegis of  North-East Tae-
kwondo Union (NETU).

A 45 member Nagaland 
team under the aegis of  
Nagaland Taekwondo As-
sociation (NTA) took part 
in the championship which 
concluded on Wednesday.

Dimapur, Jan. 10 (EMN): The Western Angami ‘D’ Group 
Sports Association will hold its 46th wrestling meet at Kiru-
phema local ground (Peducha) on January 12.

Dr. Er. Vikuotuolie Angami, Retd engineer- in- chief  
NPWD will grace the meet as the chief guest while Mego-
neizo Sirie, president NPF Kohima division will be the guest 
of honour. The inaugural function will be led by Vizakietuo 
Rino at 8:30 am while the presidential address will be deliv-
ered by WADSA president Neicasatuo Visienyii.

New Delhi, Jan. 10 (PTI): 
Aanchal Thakur has just 
one wish after becoming the 
first Indian to win an inter-
national medal in skiing -- 
an end to the government's 
apathetic attitude towards 
winter sports.

The response to her 
bronze medal winning per-
formance in Turkey has 
been overwhelming to say 
the least. She still can't be-
lieve that none other than 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated her 
on the achievement in a 
sport that usually begs for 
attention.

"I never thought the 
Prime Minister would tweet 
for me.

It is unreal. I just hope 
we are finally treated at par 
with athletes of  popular 
sports. As of now, there has 
been no support whatso-
ever from the government," 
Aanchal told PTI from 
Turkey where she secured 
the bronze in Alpine Ejder 

3200 Cup organised by the 
Federation Internationale 
de Ski (FIS).

"I just want to say that 
we too are fighting, working 
hard day in and day out for 
India," she said.

Skiing runs in her blood 
but it has not been an easy 
ride thus far for the the 
21-year-old, who is a stu-
dent of  DAV College in 
Chandigarh.

Her father Roshan 
Thakur, who happens to be 
the secretary at the Winter 
Games Federation of India, 
always loved skiing and 
therefore it was natural for 
his children, Aanchal and 
Himanshu, to pick up the 
sport at an early age.

While Aanchal has 
grabbed attention now, 
brother Himanshu, also an 
alpine skier, competed in 
the Sochi Winter Olympics 
alongside luger Shiva Ke-
shavan.

Aanchal says if  it was 
not for the efforts of  her 

father, there was no way she 
could have pursued skiing.

"I have been skiing in Eu-
rope since I was in seventh 
grade. Papa always wanted 
me to ski and he has been 
spending out of  his pocket 
all this while. Without any 
government help, you can 
imagine how much he has 
spent on me and my brother.

"What makes it more 
challenging for us is that it 
doesn't snow in India for the 
major part of the year, so we 
have to go out and train," 
she says.

Her father Roshan adds 
that existing skiing venues 
in India, at Gulmarg and 
Auli, are the only world-
class during competitions 

and are not looked after 
well otherwise.

"The Europeans get 
to train 10 months in a 
year where our athletes 
can do two months at the 
max, considering the huge 
cost involved in training 
overseas," says Roshan, 
who owns apple orchards 
in Manali.

The equipment, com-
prising ski, boots and 
clothing too is expensive 
and costs around Rs 4-5 
lakh, says Aanchal.

With a historic medal 
in the bag, the next tar-
get for this wushu player-
turned skier is the qualifi-
cation mark for the Winter 
Olympics to be held in 
Pyeongchang, South Ko-
rea next month. While 
her brother Himanshu is 
closer to the qualification 
mark, making the Winter 
Games cut seems unlikely 
for Aanchal.

"To qualify, we need to 
score less than 140 points 

in five races and I have not 
been able to that even in 
one race. Yesterday was 
a very challenging course 
and even the gold win-
ner could not qualify for 
Olympics with her score 
being more than 140." 

With the cut-off  date 
being January 21, Aanchal 
is racing against time.

"My brother is in Ice-
land for an event and I am 
going to go there as well. 
Then there is a race in Iran 
and Pakistan. I have to see 
if  I can get the visa for that. 
So, the this Winter Games 
looks unlikely for me but I 
have already set my sight 
on 2022.

"We need to start pre-
paring for that now and 
hopefully we will get the 
much needed government 
support," says Aanchal.

The fact that Winter 
Games Federation of  In-
dia is not recognised by 
the Sports Ministry also 
doesn't help their case.

chester United in July, and 
Moshiri says Everton of-
fered everything they could 
in an effort to hold on to 
their main goal threat.

”With Romelu, I wast-

ed two summers trying to 
keep him,“ Moshiri said 
during Everton’s annual 
general meeting on Tues-
day. ”The first summer, I 
spent almost three months, 

Melbourne, Jan. 10 (Re-
uters): England test captain 
Joe Root is expected to be 
fit for Sunday’s one-day 
series opener against Aus-
tralia in Melbourne as he 
continues to recover from 
the illness that saw him 
treated in hospital during 
the fifth Ashes test.

The 27-year-old re-
turned to training on 
Wednesday after receiving 
treatment for gastroenteri-
tis, which forced him to 
retire hurt on the final day 
in the Sydney defeat that 
gave Australia a 4-0 test 
series triumph.

“He’s obviously a lot 

better than he was on Mon-
day,” England wicketkeeper 
Jos Buttler was quoted say-
ing by the Australian As-
sociated Press.

“He’s up and about so I 
think a few more days and 
his bug should have gone. 
He’s a huge part of our side 
so we’re desperate for him 
to be fit and well. I‘m sure 
he will rest up and try and 
get his energy back.”

Ahead of  a busy in-
ternational schedule, in-
cluding home test matches 
against India and Pakistan, 
England coach Trevor Bayl-
iss has urged Root to skip 
the 2018 Indian Premier 

and we managed to keep 
him for another year.

”Last summer, we of-
fered him a better deal than 
Chelsea and he just didn’t 
want to stay... If  I tell you 
what we offered, you won’t 
believe it. His agent went 
to Finch Farm to sign the 
contract.

”Then somehow dur-
ing the meeting, Romelu 
called his mother and said 
she was on a pilgrimage to 
Africa and had seen some 
sort of  voodoo that said he 
had to sign for Chelsea.

“What can you do? 
He’d gone to Los Angeles 
and wouldn’t come back, 
his brain had gone.”

Lukaku is United’s 
leading scorer this season 

with 10 goals in 21 league 
games, helping lead Jose 
Mourinho’s side up to sec-
ond in the standings.

Ever ton were  a l so 
unsuccessful in retaining 
midfielder Ross Barkley 
at Goodison Park with 
the England international 
swapping Merseyside for 
champions Chelsea last 
week.

“I didn’t spent as much 
time to keep Ross as I did 
Rom (Lukaku),” Moshiri 
added.

Everton, who were 
knocked out of  the FA 
Cup by city rivals Liver-
pool last Friday, are ninth 
in the standings and travel 
to fifth-placed Tottenham 
Hotspur on Saturday.

League.
Root, however, remains 

keen to play in limited 
overs competitions to pre-
pare himself  for the next 
year’s 50-over World Cup 
in England.

“We had that discussion 
a few days ago, I suggested 
to him that he shouldn’t 
play, that he should have a 
break,” Bayliss was quoted 
as saying by British media 
on Tuesday.

”He feels that whenever 
he’s had a break in the last 
couple of years, it’s always 
been a T20 series. He wants 
to play in 50-over World 
Cups and T20 World Cups.

“He thinks if  he keeps 
missing all the T20 cricket 
he’s just going to fall behind 
and not be up to speed 
when those come along. 
There are difficult decisions 
to make.”

England are scheduled 
to play five one-day inter-
nationals against Australia 
followed by a Twenty20 
tri-series with the hosts and 
New Zealand which starts 
on Feb. 3.


