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Forum for Naga Reconciliation members, alongside myriad performers, seen here at Khuochiezie (Kohima local ground) on January 9 
practicing for the upcoming Naga Day on Wednesday, January 10, 2018. As temperatures dropped, the organizers were seen on the 
ground, hooded and gloved, in preparation to receive thousands of participants expected on Wednesday.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
You got jail time for 

corruption? I got five years 
in power for corruption!!!

A lie can travel half  
way around the world 

while the truth is putting 
on its shoes. 

~Charles Spurgeon
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 04°
Agartala 23° 08°
Gangtok 18° 03°
Guwahati 22° 08°
Imphal 21° 02°

Itanagar 20° 08°
Shillong 16° 02°
Delhi 22° 07°
Kolkata 22° 09°
Chennai 28° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19.8° 5.3°
DIMAPUR 22.3° 10°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 66%
DIMAPUR NIL 89%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

FNR invites ‘all Nagas’ to share and create history

The third voice: Naga youth have their say on ‘solution before election’  

Allow ‘fullest’ freedom of speech and 
expression of the press – Supreme Court

Multiple sessions on journalistic 
and reportage writing at JLF 2018

ECI accepts Rio’s withdrawal of case

Imchen backs Naga orgs. call 
to defer polls in Nagaland 

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

When Carey ‘stole’ Streep’s  
chair at Golden Globes | P10

"There could be some error or enthusiasm in reporting 
an alleged scam. But, we must allow freedom of 

speech and expression to press at the fullest. There 
may be some wrong reporting. For that they need not 

be hauled up for defamation," the apex court rules 

Zidane voted French Coach 
of the Year |  P11

India not eyeing anyone’s 
territory — PM | P8

Kohima, Jan. 9 (IANS): Nagaland 
Health and Family Welfare Minister 
Imkong Imchen on Tuesday said 
he supported the demand of vari-
ous Naga pressure groups to defer 
the upcoming assembly elections 
in order to facilitate a solution to 
the seven-decade-old Naga insur-
gency.

The term of the 60-member 
Nagaland assembly expires on 
March 13, 2019.

"I strongly feel that the assem-
bly elections should be deferred 
to facilitate a solution to the Naga 
political settlement (insurgency). 
Moreover, government interlocu-
tor R.N. Ravi had said that political 
negotiations are at its final stage," 
Imchen told IANS.

"Election is not a big deal com-
pared to Naga political issue," he 
added.

He said the Nagaland Assembly 
last year had unanimously adopted 
a resolution urging the central 
government to take emergent and 
extraordinary steps for an "hon-
ourable and acceptable solution" 
before the Assembly election.

Noting that the central govern-

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): The 
freedom of speech and ex-
pression of the media must 
be allowed to the "fullest" 
and the press may not be 
hauled up for defamation 
for "some wrong report-
ing", the Supreme Court 
has observed.

The observation came 
from a bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
which refused to entertain 
an appeal against a Patna 
High Court order quashing 
a defamation complaint 
against a journalist and a 
media house.

"In a democracy, you 
(petitioner) must learn to 
tolerate," the bench, also 
comprising Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-
drachud, said.

"There could be some 
error or enthusiasm in re-
porting an alleged scam. 
But, we must allow free-
dom of speech and ex-
pression to press at the 
fullest. There may be some 
wrong reporting. For that 
they need not be hauled up 
for defamation," the apex 
court said.

Referring to its earlier 
verdict that had upheld 
the validity of the penal 
law on defamation, it said 
the provision may be con-
stitutional, but an alleged 
incorrect news item about 
a scam does not amount to 
the offence of defamation.

A woman had filed the 
appeal against the High 
Court order quashing her 
private defamation com-

plaint accusing a journalist 
of telecasting an alleged in-
correct news which she had 
claimed had defamed her 
and her family members.

It was said in the plea 
that a news report was tel-
ecast in April 2010 with 
regard to alleged irregular 
allotment of land in Bihiya 
Industrial Area by Bihar In-
dustrial Area Development 
Authority to her for estab-
lishing a food processing 
unit.

The news channel and 
the journalist had made 
scandalous and derogatory 
statements against her and 
her family, the plea had al-
leged. The High Court had 
quashed the complaint and 
the apex court upheld that 
order.

ism as well as the changing 
definitions of news in the 
current media landscape.

In  " Un d e rc ov e r  i n 
North Korea: Facts and 
Fictions," Suki Kim, the 
South Korean author of 
the award-winning novel 
"The Interpreter" and the 
bestselling "Without You 
There Is No Us: My Time 
with the Sons of North Ko-
rea's Elite," will speak of 
her six-month undercover 
investigation embedded 
within North Korea in con-
versation with Michael 
Breen author of "The New 
Koreans: The Story of a Na-
tion," and will be talking of 
her rare encounter with the 
world's most dangerous 
and unknowable country 
and of the privileged young 
men she calls "soldiers and 
slaves".

"The Frontline Club" 
will be another compelling 
session where Adrian Levy, 
Carlo Pizzati, Jeffrey Gettle-
man, Peter Bergen and Suki 
Kim will be in conversation 
with Suhasini Haidar about 
how Hollywood has long 
glamourised the war jour-
nalist as "a hard drinking 
chancer," taking extreme 
risks to get the big Pulitzer-
winning front page spread. 
The session will witness 
some of the world's most 
celebrated foreign corre-

spondents lift the lid on 
one of the dangerous jobs 
in journalism, parsing 
myth from reality.

In "Among the Insur-
gents," Cathy Scott-Clark, 
Michael Vatikiotis and Pe-
ter Bergen will be conver-
sation with Charlie English 
as they discuss how in this 
age of terrorism and insur-
gency, it has never been 
more important to report 
accurately on the actions 
of those who take up arms 
against established govern-
ments. At the same time, 
never have journalists been 
in greater danger doing so, 
and how exactly does one 
report on resistance fight-
ers who do this without 
acting as amplifiers for ter-
rorists? The panel, which 
has studied and spent time 
with insurgent groups, will 
give its perspective on the 
practical and moral co-
nundrums of covering in-
surgencies.

Moving closer to home, 
"Rajasthan: Badalte Mahaul 
Mein Media" with Falguni 
Bansal, L.P. Pant, Rajendra 
Bora, Vinod Bhardwaj and 
Yash Goyal will discuss how 
the media in Rajasthan has 
always balanced a local 
and regional approach with 
a larger understanding of 
national and international 
issues. 

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): Follow-
ing the withdrawal of Neiphiu Rio 
from the post of NPF president, 
the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) has “accepted the request” 
from Rio to withdraw the case 
disputing leadership in the NPF, 
and has “dismissed” said case as 

withdrawn.
An order issued by the secretary 

of ECI Pramod Kumar Sharma on 
Tuesday stated: “Having considered 
the documents pertaining to the 
case and the application of Neiphiu 
Rio, the petitioner who filed the 
petition under paragraph 15 of the 

symbols order, the commission 
has accepted the request of the 
petitioner to withdraw his petition 
pertaining to Naga People's Front. 

“The commission has directed 
that the petition relating to dispute 
in Naga People's Front be dis-
missed as withdrawn. Accordingly, 

the petition filed by Neiphiu Rio is 
hereby dismissed as withdrawn,” it 
announced. 

Accordingly, the ECI has asked 
the NPF party “to submit the au-
thenticated list of office bearers of 
the party including the list of Cen-
tral Executive Council members”.

Atono Tsükrü 
Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN): Youth rep-
resents a key component to any 
society that can determine its fu-
ture towards shaping its progress 
as a state or a nation. 

Well-informed, educated 
and responsible youth have the 
power to influence any society 
with their renewed and innova-
tive thoughts and skills – be it 
education, leadership, politics, 
developments etc. Unfortunately 
in the context of our state, young 
people are often ignored, ex-
cluded and overlooked when it 
comes to planning and decision-
making.

Leaders and elders do not 
consider engaging the youth 
in any decision making which 
are matters of importance for 
every member of the society. It 
is observed that decisions are 
made and taken without taking 
into consideration the views and 
opinions of the youth, whereby it 
is to be noted that the participa-
tion of youth in decision making 
positions benefits the whole 
society as a whole.     

And while the apex organisa-
tions and Naga civil society have 
been demanding and pressuris-
ing the government of India to 

defer the forthcoming assem-
bly elections for solution to the 
Indo-Naga talks, there have been 
doubts and apprehensions go-
ing on among the young people. 
Once again, they have been side-
lined and ignored on the most 
crucial matter.

Eastern Mirror asked the 
views of some young people 
about their opinion on whether 
they want election or solution 
and if it was wise and practical 
to call for solution at this point 
of time. Here are some of the 
responses: 

Renponi Naga, a young Naga 
woman opined that the general 
election will be the preliminary 
ground for the Nagas on clean 
election which is like the gos-
pel itself and will be the testing 
ground for the voters to ‘walk the 
talk’ on whether they want devel-
opment or the usual vicious cycle 
of ‘cursed election festival’ that 
Nagaland celebrate with money 
every 5 years. 

She asserted that the can-
didates must also see the ‘clean 
election voters’ as a vote-bank 
and should start focusing on why 
they were chosen as the voice of 
the constituency, and ‘not act 
like musical chair state players 

anymore.’
When asked if she wants 

‘election or solution’, she says 
‘solution first because we have 
seen the ineffectiveness of the 
end products of election in all 
spheres. The fear of shame all 
trend to follow in Nagaland is a 
big apprehension and it’s high 
time, we also come face to face 
with reality.’

Although Thepfükuolie Ke-
hie, a young student wants solu-
tion, he was apprehensive that 
with the present situation pre-
vailing between the factions and 
the general public’, ‘a solution at 
this stage will only worsen the 
situation creating more prob-
lems which might lead to no 
solution in the near future.’ So 
given a choice, he said, he prefer 
election as of now.

With the current state politi-
cal scenario in the open for all to 
see, Yupangnenla Longkumer felt 
that if the election goes ahead 
as scheduled it may be a ‘game-
changer for better or worse.’

Though Naga people for long 
have been waiting for ‘solution’ 
to end the vicious circle of the 
Indo-Naga political issue, Long-
kumer opined that Nagas cannot 
shy away from the fact that many 

are still apprehensive about the 
‘solution’ with so much political 
unrest in the state.

At the same time, Longkumer 
felt that there is no harm in being 
sceptical stating that ‘without go-
ing through some hardships we 
really cannot achieve our goal. 
Therefore, in my opinion ‘let so-
lution arrive, after that we work 
towards a better future.’ 

Justifying her stand for want 
of solution, she commented: 
“For how long are we going to go 
through the purgatory situation 
of being neither here nor there? 
It has to be either left or right. We 
have trod the middle path for 
long and it has only prolonged 
the matter. Why waste the oppor-
tunity we are given. Why throw 
away the chance because of our 
endless ‘what ifs’”. 

Longkumer said she is en-
couraged that the civil society are 
now voicing their concern over 
the issue and is pressuring Delhi 
to hasten the process. While 
brushing away the ‘doubts and 
apprehensions’, she opined that 
Nagas should cohesively work 
towards it to avoid any downfall 
rather than cowering and taking 
safe side, not realising it is only 
worsening the situation.

Ngukato Nika Tsuipu said he 
is not adverse to Nagas’ demand 
for solution, but felt that as per 
the views opined by various 
NGOs at this juncture ‘we are 
dancing to the tune of political 
groups’. To this, he pointed that 
the GoI has spend twenty years 
of negotiation with NSCN-IM 
without achieving any desired 
goals. “Is it practicable that the 
GoI will settle the issue with the 
six working groups so soon and 
bring solution to the Naga politi-
cal issue?” he queried.

He opined that Nagas need 
to give time and space as it is 
not practical to give a time-
frame for solution and added 
that NGOs have to be realistic 
and not jump into conclusion 
and dance to the tune of certain 
political groups.

Instead of demanding solu-
tion before election, Tsuipu said 
Nagas should rather demand 
that the contents of the Frame-
work Agreement between GoI-
NSCN-IM, and the charter of 
demands made by the 6 working 
groups, should be made known 
before elections.

On various NGOs demand-
ing solution before election, he 
asked ‘if the government of India 

conceded to their demands and 
the solution is not desirable and 
acceptable to the Nagas, will 
those NGOs take full responsibil-
ity before the Nagas?’

Hence, he maintained that 
election should go ahead at the 
moment and demand for sover-
eignty and negotiations should 
continue once all stakeholders 
were on board.

“This is not the right time to 
ask for ‘solution first or election 
first’ as both the Naga national 
workers and the state politicians 
have messed up the Naga society 
beyond repair at this stage, and 
terribly lost the public trust,” said 
Dr. H Inato Jimomi.

He strongly asserted that 
solution must be made without 
further delay and there is no 
question of asking election first 
or solution first as the peace 
talk is based on the uniqueness 
of Naga history and ‘gentlemen 
agreement’ between the national 
workers and the GoI.

Sounding sceptical on the 
question of ‘solution or election 
first’, Jimomi maintained that 
‘the solution we need now is 
to chase out the occupational 
forces from Nagaland within a 
shortest period of time.’

ment can defer the elections under 
extra ordinary situation, the Naga 
People's Front legislator, however, 
said that it was up to the central 
government to take a decision 
on it.

"There is no question of 'boy-
cotting' the election, since it was 
only a proposal to the central 
government to defer the election. 

But if the central government is 
sincere enough, they can defer the 
elections to pave way for a Naga 
political settlement," Imchen said.

On August 3, 2015, the cen-
tral government and the separa-
tist group, the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland Issac-Muivah 
(NSCN-IM) signed the Framework 
Agreement to end the insurgency.

Last year, the government had 
also signed an agreement with 
a Working Committee compris-
ing six Naga National Political 
Groups.

At least nine pressure groups, 
including the powerful Naga 
Mother's Association and Naga 
Hoho Ahave urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to defer the elec-
tions due to the seven-decade-old 
Naga insurgency.

"Elections at this hour would 
most likely jeopardise the Prime 
Minister's desire for peace. A po-
litical solution to the seven-decade 
long Indo-Naga political issue 
must be given greater importance 
over the democratic electoral exer-
cise," one of the groups had stated 
in their memorandum to Modi.

The separatist NSCN-IM group 
has been in talks with the govern-
ment since 1997 after the signing of 
a ceasefire agreement.

Nagaland became India's 16th 
state on December 1, 1963. The 
mostly mountainous state, spread 
over 16,579 square km, is home to 
16 major tribes, each with distinct 
customs, language and dress.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
From the award-winning 
investigative stories blow-
ing the cover on sexual 
abuse in  the Catholic 
Church by The Boston 
Globe’s Spotlight team to 
the only writer to have ever 
gone under cover in North 
Korea, the programme at 
the 11th edition of ZEE 
Jaipur Literature Festival 
2018 is rich with options 
for those who wish to get 
a firsthand knowledge of 
journalistic and reportage 
writing.

"Spotlight: The Hunt for 
Truth" brings forth the re-
nowned Portuguese-Amer-
ican journalist Michael 
Rezendes, who is a Pulitzer 
Prize award-winner for 
his investigative work as 
a member of The Boston 
Globe's legendary Spotlight 
Team, in conversation with 
Sreenivasan Jain where he 
will speak of the power of 
traditional and local re-
porting, the values, veracity 
and commitment required 
for investigative journal-

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Forum 
for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) has 
issued a final invitation to each and 
every Naga person to ‘participate 
in the historic first Naga Day to be 
held at Khuochiezie (Kohima local 
ground) on Wednesday.

This was contained in a state-
ment from the FNR issued on 
Tuesday.  “The FNR would like to 
state that the decision to organ-
ize Naga Day was taken only after 
consulting with Naga apex organi-
zations. The first meeting to this 
effect was held on September 7, 
2017, with 19 Kohima based tribe 
unions; the second meeting was 
held on October 13, 2017, with 35 
apex Naga organizations in Chu-
moükedima; the third meeting was 
held on November 27, 2017, with 
29 apex Naga organizations, also in 
Chumoükedima. 

“Finally, the FNR announces 
that the Nagaland State Govern-
ment has assured to allow all inter-
ested State Government officials to 
attend the Naga Day. Come and be 
part of Naga Day!” the FNR’s public 
invitation read. 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, officals along with some of the medal winners during the during DPDB meet on Jan. 9.

Razouvotuo Chatsu, dignitaries and members of CKK after the conference at Chümoukedima.

VECs, teacher-guides and  students of GMS Zapami outside the State Assembly Secreteriate in Kohima.

Assam Rifles personnel and villagers after the programme at Tening village.

Wokha board honours 
state’s Olympic medallists 

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The 
Wokha District Planning and 
Development Board (DPDB) has 
honoured the medallists of  the 
state’s 1st Nagaland Olympic As-
sociation (NOA) held from Dec. 
12-16 2017 in Dimapur. 

The medallists were honoured 
during the board’s monthly meet-
ing on Jan. 9 at Deputy Commis-

sioner’s conference hall, Wokha.
According to DPRO report, 

Wokha district won 21 medals 
including four Gold, seven Silver 
and 10 Bronze. All together 84 
contingents took part in the event 
in eight different disciplines.

The Vice Chairman DPDB 
and Deputy Commissioner, Wok-
ha Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon 

reminded head of  offices who have 
not submitted the list of  drivers, 
government vehicles and employ-
ees list to submit the same at the 
earliest. 

Work distribution for Republic 
Day celebration was also discussed 
during the meeting. 

DC informed that demonstra-
tion of  VVPAT for the upcoming 

state assembly election is underway 
in all polling stations under the su-
pervision of  sector magistrates and 
urged all to extend co-operation 
while doing the exercise.

Project director DRDA pre-
sented departmental activities. 
EE (R&B) has been requested to 
present departmental activities in 
the next meeting.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Additional Superintend-
ent of  Police, Kohima 
Watichuchang Jamir has 
issued traffic regulations 
for the Naga Day sched-
uled to be observed on 
Jan. 10, at Khouchiezie 
(Kohima Local Ground). 
Traffic regulations will be 
enforced from 8 a.m. till 
the end of  the programme 
on the day.

The general public are 
requested to follow the 
regulations and cooperate 

with the traffic police and 
volunteers on duty.

The road from TCP 
Gate to Keziekie will be 
reserved for parking for 
delegates on a ‘first come 
first’ basis while buses car-
rying delegates are to be 
parked at Old Taxi Stand 
and Old NST.

The road leading from 
Razhu Point to Northern 
Gate of  Local Ground and 
from Y-Junction to Con-
gress Bhavan is reserved 
and no vehicle shall be 

allowed parking in these 
areas. No vehicle shall 
be allowed entry into the 
venue except for partici-
pants in the program who 
will use the Northern Gate 
of  the Local Ground fac-
ing UBC, the press release 
informed.

Delegates can enter the 
venue from both the North-
ern and Southern Gates of  
the venue. Citizens have 
been advised to car-pool 
and also utilize the parking 
spaces judiciously.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The state level Media Cer-
tification and Monitoring 
Committee (MCMC) has 
been constituted with Ab-
hijit Sinha, chief  electoral 
officer as chairman.

Members of  the com-
mittee are one observer 
appointed by the ECI; 
Limawati Ao, director In-
formation & Public Rela-
tions; Shahu Patole, deputy 
director News, AIR, Ko-

hima; and Xavier Rutsa, 
senior journalist and cor-
respondent, Times of  India 
as members. Khegukha 
Sema, joint chief  electoral 
officer will be the member 
secretary.

The state level MCMC 
shall perform two sets of  
functions:
1. Deciding appeal from 

both District and Jt. 
CEO Committees on 
cer tification of  ad-

ver t i sement  as  per 
the Commission or-
der No.509/75/2004/
JS-I Dated 15th April 
2004.

2. Examining all cases of  
paid news on appeal 
against the decision of  
district MCMC or cases 
that they may take up 
suomotu, in which case 
it shall direct the con-
cerned ROs to issue no-
tices to the candidates.

 Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Chü-
moukedima Students’ Union (CKK) 
held its 1st general conference at 
Chümoukedima village on the Jan. 
9 under the theme “Carpe Diem.” 
Chümoukedima Village Council 
Chairman Razouvotuo Chatsu was 
the chief guest of the event.

Speaking on the topic ‘seize the 
opportunity,’ the chief guest is stated 
to have encouraged the young genera-
tions to boldly pursue their dreams by 

taking advantage of the privileges and 
facilities that are available for them. 
Citing that in the past pursuing basic 
education was a struggle, he advised 
the students to avail the opportunity 
and excel.

Chatsu also said to have express 
concern “on the trend of young Naga 
generations who have failed to inculcate 
the traits of honesty and hard-work.” 

Medo Medoze, Kezhalelhou 
Shüya, Peter Shüya, and Rüüvilhou 

Kuotsu exhorted the gathering.
The programme was chaired by 

Sedevikho Tsükru, Sazo Kire invoked 
God’s blessing, while Viyiesilhou 
Medoze delivered welcome note and 
vote of thanks was proposed by Thep-
fukuolie Kuotsu. A special number 
was presented by CRC youth dept and 
CMD town.

The event also featured various 
competitions and display of  young 
talents in entertainment and music.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The monthly of  the Di-
mapur District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) for January was 
held on Mon. in the con-
ference hall of  the deputy 
commissioner of Dimapur.

According to DPRO 
updates on Mon., Depu-
ty Commissioner Sushil 
Kumar Patel, who pre-
sided over the meeting, 
welcomed the members 
and reminded them to be 
regular in attending the 
DPDB meetings. He was 
quoted as having stated 
that pertinent issues in con-
nection with Dimapur dis-
trict are discussed during 
such meetings. 

The officer has directed 
the heads of  departments 
to be ‘vigilant’ as the gen-
eral elections are to be con-
ducted soon. He said that 
the responsibility of  in-
forming subordinate offic-
ers with regard to election 
issues were on the heads of  
departments. 

Work for the forthcom-

ing Republic Day celebra-
tions was assigned to vari-
ous departments during 
the event.

Also the Mangkolemba 
Sub-Divisional Planning 
and Developmental Board 
(SDPDB) held its monthly 
meeting on Jan. 6 in the 
office of  the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
under the chairmanship 
of  EAC Mangkolemba 
Kedale Sebu.

With regard to the ap-
plication submitted by 
VEC Akumen for the up-
gradation of  Government 
Primary School, the board 
decided to discuss the mat-
ter in the next SDPDP 
meeting in presence of  
SDEO Mangkolemba.

During the meeting, 
the work distribution for 
the ensuing Republic Day 
celebration was also allo-
cated to respective depart-
ment. The chairman also 
sought cooperation from 
all the members for suc-
cessful celebration of  the 
Republic Day.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): The Village 
Education Committee Zapami village 
organised an exposure tour for Govern-
ment Middle School students to Kohima 
on Jan. 9.

Twenty five students along with two 
teacher-guide and two VEC members 
visited the War Cemetery, State Assembly 
Secretariat, Kisama heritage village. Most 
of  the students visited the state capital for 
the first time, the release received on Tue. 
informed.  

At present the VEC team is trying to 
improve students’ enrolment in the school 
by bringing back the drop out students to 
the school. This measure has been taken 
to achieve 100 % enrolment of  students 
at the elementary stage of  education, the 
education committee said. 

The VEC along with the church and 
village council are running hostel for stu-
dents of  GMS Zapami village and is stated 
to have been planning to expand the hostel 
in the current year.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Jalukie battalion under 
the aegis of  HQ IGAR 
(North) organised lecture 
on social welfare schemes 
for villagers of  Tening vil-
lage under Peren district 
on Jan. 9. 

The lecture was deliv-

ered with an aim to ac-
quaint people about vari-
ous govt. schemes. 

‘Jalukie battalion ap-
proached various Govt 
agencies i.e. ADC, Forest 
department, Block De-
velopment Office branch, 
manager of  State Bank 

of  India and CBPO to 
enlighten people about 
their ongoing projects,’ the 
authority claimed.

Village chairman, GBs, 
council members and pub-
lic are said to have attend-
ed the lecture.  

“Assam Rif les also 

claimed that they have ap-
prised the villagers about 
the North East Council 
(NEC) scheme and re-
quested to join hands with 
them to form a co-oper-
ative society to promote 
and support cardamom 
production.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The Phek Town Youth 
Society (PTYS) will be 
celebrating youth festival 
and Sukrunye under the 
theme “Tapping the feats,” 
from Jan, 10-15, coinciding 
with Chakhesang Day. This 
was notified by Phek Town 
Youth Society.

The festival hosts are 
Home Minister Kuzholuzo 
(Azo) Nienu, Advisor So-
cial Welfare Chotisu Sazo, 
former Chairperson Phek 
Town Council Kupota 
Khesoh, President NPF 
19th AC Api Vadeo, and 
public leader Dr. Vekho 
Swuro.

The four-day long festi-
val will feature various cul-
ture and traditional games 
competition by 11 colonies 
of  Phek town, the press 
release infromed.

The President and col-
leagues of  Phek Town 
Youth Society extended 
invitation to all to join the 
celebration.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The NNC/FGN Sumi 
‘Regional Midanpeyu’ Vi-
kihe Zhimomi has issued a 
suspension order of  leacy 
Kughato Swu, son of  Me-
kuhe Swu of  Khehokhu 
village under Kuhuboto 
area for the period of  three 
months w.e.f. Jan. 10.

Swu has been suspend-
ed for ‘disobedience’ to-
wards the government. 

The ‘midanpeyu’ has 
therefore notified all busi-
ness establishments not to 
deal with the said person 
him and warned that who-
soever do so would be do-
ing at one’s own risk.

JD (U) officials to visit Nagaland
The convenor Janata Dal (U) Nagaland, Senchumo (NSN) 
Lotha has informed that Secretary General KC Tyagi 
and National Secretary Afaque Ahmad Khan of JD (U) 
will be visiting the state from Jan.12-14. Delegates will 
be meeting state’s party officials for strengthening the 
party and also to work out strategy for the forthcoming 
general election for the Nagaland Legislative Assembly. 
The convenor also informed that there will be a press 
conference on Jan. 13 at 2:10 at Hotel Japfu, Kohima. 
Both print and electronic media persons are invited for 
the conference.

ANGPTA convenes emergency meeting 
The All Nagaland Graduate Primary Teachers Association 
(ANGPTA has convened an emergency meeting on Jan. 12 
at 11 a.m. at CANSSEA hall in Kohima. All the central office 
bearers are requested to attend the meeting without fail. 
It also informed that stern action shall be initiated against 
the office bearers failing to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 12.8 5.2 3.5 53 NIL

ZBT 10.7 4.5 9.1 93 NIL

MON 19.2 8.4 8.1 88 NIL

TUENSANG 16 11.2 10.2 77 NIL

MKG 16.6 11 12.4 83 NIL

PHEK 15 2.4 5.5 82 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 20 3.2 13.3 77 NIL

JALUKIE -

MANGKOLEMBA 21 11.8 12.7 70 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Traffic regulations for Naga Day 

State level media certification 
committee constituted

Phek to celebrate 
youth festival 
and Sukrunye

Zapami GMS exposure tour to Kohima

Villagers sensitised on welfare schemes

Dmr, Mangkolemba planning 
board meet for Jan. agenda

Chümoukedima students’ general conference

NNC/FGN terminates member



KHUOCHIEZIE
(Kohima Local Ground)

THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIATION (FNR) WELCOMES YOU TO THE

A  D AY  W H E N  A L L  N A G A S  C O M E  &
S TA N D  T O G E T H E R  A S  O N E  P E O P L E

10.01.2018
10.00 AM

HIGHLIGHTS
Messages by Niketu Iralu, Rev. Dr. Wati Aier and Naga women and men 
from the Naga homeland

Naga Colors presented by musicians from the Naga homeland such as 
Naga Choir, Featherheads Group, Nagagenous, Angam Khong, Alobo 
Naga, Nagaland Chamber Choir, Tali Angh, Dreamz Unlimited and many 
more ….!D-4947 
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Through this column we express our 
heartfelt gratitude to all the Organisations, 

GOs, NGOs and every individuals who stood 
by us during the sudden demise of our 
beloved Mrs. NEIHU- Ü KUOTSU w/o Lt. 
Brig. NEIDILIE KUOTSU of Phesama Village 
on 6th January 2018 at the age of 87 Years. We 
pray the Almighty God continue to Bless each 
and everyone of you abundantly. 

Children, In-Laws, Grand Children, Great 
Grand Children and Relatives

K-1515 
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Dismantling Team cleaning the road divider in Dimapur smeared with pan laced spi le stains. (The photo 
has been taken from the “A Be er Dimapur” Facebook page)   

EM Images

Deputy Commissioner, Mon, Thavaseelan K addressing the mangistrates and police officers on January 9.

KTCA execu ve secretary Rev. Noksa dedica ng the monolith to commemorate upgrada on of Noklak 
district on January 8.

Noklak citizens celebrate 
district inauguration

Citizens continue to spurn efforts for Clean Dimapur 
DMC claims it has painted the road divider over ten times

DC Mon urges ofcers to ensure fair elections

Chokri area to hold cultural day programmeDimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
A programme to com-
memorate upgradation 
of  Noklak sub-division 
into a full-fledged district 
was held at Noklak public 
ground on January 8.

To mark the occa-
sion, Executive Secretary 
of  KTCA, Rev. Noksa 
dedicated and unveiled the 
monolith in the presence of  
minister of  Geology and 
Mining and Border Affairs, 

P Longon.
The function was 

chaired by president of  
Khiamniungan Tribal 
Council (KTC), L Ngon, 
while short speeches were 
delivered by minister P 
Longon, former minis-
ter Pungon, convener of  
Noklak District Demand 
Committee W Chuba, 
and president of  GBs’ 
Union Noklak Area, 
Monglon. 

All the speakers have 
expressed gratitude to 
the state government for 
upgrading Noklak sub-
division to that of  a dis-
trict headquarters. Spe-
cial songs were presented 
by Pongkhao group and 
Mungthong Chai. 

Thousands of  Khaim-
niungan citizens from vari-
ous villages under Noklak 
area witnessed the inaugu-
ral function. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 9: Despite 
joint efforts of  the Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) and the Disman-
tling Team (DT) to make 
Dimapur city ‘Clean, 
Green and Healthy,’ stains 
from paan, gutka and betel 
nut spittle by unconcerned 
citizens continue to adorn 
walls and crevices on the 
streets of  Dimapur.

The campaign put up 
by the authority discourag-
ing spitting in public places 
and to make use of  waste 
bins have not been well 
received by the residents 
till date. It is a common 
sight to see spittle stains in 
every establishment - from 
private to government of-
fices and hospitals- despite 
broad public notice restric-
tion on “spitting on the 
wall.” However, it has be-
come a ‘Naga thing’ to do 
so with chewing tobacco 
almost a tradition. 

With a plan to keep 
the Dimapur city ‘Clean, 
Green and Healthy,’ admin-
istrator of Dimapur Munic-
ipal Council (DMC), Moa 
Sangtam had launched “A 
Better Dimapur” project on 
June 1, 2017. The project 
was launched with an aim 

to change the mindset of  
people by involving Di-
mapur community. How-
ever, the effort of DMC 
involving various teams 
under “A Better Dimapur” 
project was responded with 
lack of civic sense and sense 
of ownership. 

In an effort to keep Di-
mapur city clean and green, 
DMC had painted the road 
divider along the stretch 
between Clock Tower and 
Nyamo Lotha Road with 
the launching of  “A Better 
Dimapur” project in 2017. 
Ironically, the noble ges-
ture of  the town municipal 
council was rendered with 
negative response from the 
citizens. 

Today, the road divid-
ers are dotted with spittle 
of  tobacco stains over the 
blue and white paint. Not 
disheartened with the cal-
lous attitude of  the peo-
ple, DMC along with the 
‘Dismantling team’ of  the 
‘A Better Dimapur’ project 
continue to whitewash and 
repaint it. 

DMC administrator 
Sangtam told Eastern Mirror 
that DMC and the Disman-
tling Team (DT) take turns 
to whitewash and paint the 
spittle smeared along the 

lane dividers at odd hours. 
“We have not taken 

into record how many 
times we have painted and 
whitewash the land divid-
ers, but it is not less than 
ten times since last year the 
project was launched,” said 
Sangtam. 

Lamenting on the lack 
of ownership among the 
community, Sangtam said 
the team would continue to 
paint no matter how much 
the public defile their effort 
till they understand their en-
deavour and inculcate civic 
sense and responsibility.     

“Tobacco products 
should be banned, im-
pose fine on those spitting 
and educate the ignorant 
people,” opined a citizen. 
Another citizen opined 
that schools, communities 
and churches should try to 
educate the people on such 
concern too.   

“Civic sense will de-
velop if  basic amenities 
are good. I wish we have 
good roads, better bridges, 
proper electricity supply, 
and market rate control to 
name a few. Good govern-
ance will result in good citi-
zens and good citizens will 
have civic sense,” shared 
another concerned citizen.   

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Informing that election 
duty takes precedence over 
others, Deputy Commis-
sioner and District Election 
Officer, Mon, Thavaseelan 
K, has urged all the con-
cerned officers to be sin-
cere and work hard for the 
successful conduct of  the 
ensuing state elections.

The DC stated this 
while briefing the sector 
magistrates and sector po-
lice officers of  nine assem-
bly constituencies of  Mon 
district on January 9 in his 
office’s conference hall.

He has emphasised on 
vulnerability in the con-
text of  elections, where 
the exercise of  Vulnerabil-
ity Mapping (VM) is to be 

Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN): The 16th cultural 
day programme of the Chokri Area Games 
and Sports Association (CAGSA) is sched-
uled on January 23 at Khulaxu Basa on the 
motto “Friendship & Progress.”

Kudecho Khamo, chairman of Entrepre-
neur Development Agency, Kohima, would 
attend the occasion as the chief guest and Sa-
tahi Chuzho, CDPO Pfutsero, as the guest of  
honour.

The association informed that a registra-
tion of INR 1000 and mess fee of INR 7000 

would be collected from each unit. The com-
petition for the cultural day would include 
group folk dance, group folk song (indig-
enous) women, tug of war, thügo mesü (tra-
ditional fire making), Udo küthi, and mecü 
keru (yodeling).

The champion of the group folk dance 
would receive cash prize of INR 50,000 (run-
ning) donated by late H Pire Tunyi.

The association further invited all well-
wishers, all VCCs, VDBs, social workers from 
the area to attend the 16th cultural session.

DC Kohima convenes meet
Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
In connection with the 
forthcoming state as-
sembly election 2018, a 
briefing cum training for 
different cells of  the Elec-
tion Expenditure Moni-
toring has been sched-
uled on January 11 at 
11AM in the conference 
hall of  the Deputy Com-
missioner, Kohima. 

Deputy Commis-
sioner and District Elec-
tion Officer, Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan 
has directed all con-
cerned officials requisi-
tioned and appointed in 
various capacities as part 
of  the Election Expendi-
ture Monitoring Cell to 
attend the training with-
out fail.

undertaken with the objec-
tive of  clearly identifying 
in advance the vulnerable 
voters in all the constitu-
encies. He informed that 
Vulnerability Mapping ex-

ercise would be carried out 
without exception in three 
stages. It included identify-
ing the voters or segment of  
voters who are vulnerable 
to threat or intimidation; 

identifying the persons who 
are causing such vulner-
ability; and initiating pre-
ventive measures against 
the persons responsible for 
causing vulnerability.

He also urged the sec-
tor magistrates to carry 
out their pre-poll eve and 
poll day responsibilities 
diligently. He encouraged 
them to undertake frequent 
trips to their sectors/zones 
and liaison with all stake-
holders as a confidence 
building measure.

Reny Wilfred, SDO 
(C), Mon, spoke briefly on 
Systemic Voters’ Educa-
tion and Electoral Partici-
pation (SVEEP). He urged 
the officials to take up ef-
fective SVEEP activities 
in their respective jurisdic-
tion.

Any queries on election 
matters could be obtained 
by contacting district hel-
pline +91 9612014688.
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Tripura will be BJP’s Waterloo, claims Yechury Shija Hospital performs 32 operations 

KAAC chief vows to evict encroachers Assam Governor visits Hojai

Myanmarese refugees of Mizoram unwilling to return

NSCN (U) cadre held in Arunachal

IPFT delegation meets Rajnath Singh

Assam NRC excludes genuine 
residents, says Mamata Banerjee

PM to inaugurate Science Congress in Imphal 

Manipur remembers Maharaja Gambhir Singh on his 184th death anniversary 

Manipur promoting 
organic products

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
CPI(M) leader Sitaram 
Yechury today claimed that 
Tripura assembly elections 
will be the BJP’s Water-
loo, though it is pumping 
a “huge amount of money 
and resources”.

Yechury, the general 
secretary of  CPI(M), ac-
cused the BJP of  trying to 
create a divide between trib-
als and non-tribal in Tripura 
and said it will not succeed 
in its designs.

“Tripura will be the 
BJP’s Waterloo. It is pump-
ing in an unprecedented 
amount of  money in the 
state of  Tripura. Huge 
amount of  money, huge 
amount of  resources, huge 
amount of  material re-
sources are coming in from 
Assam where it has a gov-

EM ImagesManipur chief minister N Biren speaking at the death anniversary of Maharaja Gambhir Singh near Imphal on January 9.

PTISitaram Yechury

Doctors from Shija Hospital and Research Ins tute, Imphal, opera ng on a child with a heart problem.

Suspected NSCN (U) cadre along with the 
seized items.

ernment,” the Left leader 
alleged.

The hill state is sched-
uled to go to polls in Feb-

ruary.
Yechury claimed that 

there is no anti-incumbency 
in the state against the Left 

Front government.
“I don’t think there is 

anti-incumbency. On the 
contrary there is pro-incum-
bency. But this is sought 
to be undone by making 
fantastic promises.

“The BJP, which has 
not implemented the pay 
commission in states won 
by it, now says that they will 
implement it in Tripura,” 
the CPI(M) leader told re-
porters.

“They are promising 
the moon to the IPFT (In-
digenous Peoples Front of  
Tripura) by saying they will 
allow separation. Things 
which just cannot happen. 
These are the false propa-
ganda by which they want 
to enter. The worst is that 
they are trying to generate a 
divide,” Yechury said.

He warned that any ef-
fort to create a divide in 
Tripura is going to be dan-
gerous not only for the state 
but for the whole North-
east and eventually for the 
country.

On the political scenario 
in the country, Yechury said 
that all secular democratic 
parties should come to-
gether based on alternative 
policies.

Yechury also denied 
any “tussle” within his par-
ty on the issue of  whether 
to have a tactical alliance 
with the Congress to fight 
the BJP.

“There is nothing called 
pro-Congress or pro-BJP. 
We are pro-people. Anyone 
who is trying to label us is 
being deliberately mischie-
vous,” Yechury said.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Under the project RBSK- 
Shija Children Heart Beat 
Phase-3, Shija Hospital and 
Research Institute Private 
Limited, Imphal, has suc-
cessfully performed 32 de-
vice closures, which were 
sponsored by RBSK and 
partial contribution by the 
patients. 

In the first phase, the 
hospital successfully per-
formed 11 device closures on 
10 patients, followed with 14 
device closures in the second 
phase. The project culminat-
ed with seven device closures 

in the third phase.
A large PDA device 

closure was successful per-
formed on January 8 on 
a three months old child 
weighing only five kilos 
from Singjamei Waikhom 
Leikai, Imphal West for the 
first time in Manipur. The 
child was presented with a 
problem of PDA and bron-
chopneumonia and was 
admitted on December 25, 
2017, at NICU, Shija Hos-
pitals for further treatment. 

A press release issued 
by Premjit Lourembam, 
deputy manager of business 

development, stated that the 
child would be discharged 
after two days.

He also informed that 
RBSK - Shija Children 
Heart Beat (4th Phase) 
would be held from Feb-
ruary 9 to 13. Children 
born with holes in the heart 
are asked to contact Dr. 
Lukram Sidartha, Consult-
ant Cardio Thoracic & Vas-
cular Surgeon, Shija Heart 
Beat from 10 AM to 1 PM 
on all days except Sunday 
on or before February 9 for 
necessary screening and 
advance registration.

Kolkata, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Flaying the BJP govern-
ment in Assam for “exclud-
ing a large section of  Ben-
gali- and Hindi-speaking 
people from the NRC’s list” 
in that state, West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday urged 
her state’s people to offer 
shelter to those from As-
sam seeking refuge here.

“There is a trend in 
Assam to drive away and 
oppress the Bengali-speak-
ing people in the name 
of  determining the state’s 
original inhabitants. The 
names of  a lot of  genuine 
residents have been omitted 
from the National Register 
of  Citizens list. Out of  3.39 
crore people in Assam, 
1.29 crore have been ex-
cluded. This includes Ben-

gali- and Hindi- speaking 
people,” Banerjee claimed 
at a public meeting in Ali-
purduar district.

“How can they be driv-
en away like that? I urge 
all of  you to be alert. If  
someone comes (to Bengal) 
after torture there, please 
give them shelter; do not 
drive them away,” she told 
her audience.

Taking a dig at the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
and its ideological mentor 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh, the Trinamool Con-
gress supremo alleged that 
an NGO funded by them 
was “injecting RSS ideol-
ogy into tribal students on 
the pretext of  providing 
them education”.

“The BJP, RSS and Ba-
jrang Dal have formed a 

new organisation. They 
have appointed teachers 
with handsome salaries 
in tribal areas and are giv-
ing RSS lessons to tribal 
students in the name of  
education. They are try-
ing to brainwash the tribal 
brothers and sisters,” Ban-
erjee alleged.

“They are publishing 
their version of  textbooks 
and asking the students to 
read them at home. Do not 
believe them,” the Chief  
Minister said.

Banerjee said an FIR 
has been lodged against 
the publisher of  Class 2 
textbook in West Bengal’s 
Uluberia on Monday on 
charge of  publishing “bad 
things” about Prophet Mu-
hammad and distributing 
them among students.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Jan.9 (EMN): 
Chief  Executive Member 
(CEM) of  Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Counci l 
(KAAC), Tuliram Rong-
hang has announced to 
evict il legal encroach-
ers along Karbi Anglong 
-Meghalaya border at the 
earliest.

Speaking as the chief  

guest at the ongoing 9th 
conference of  Karbi Cul-
tural Society held at Karbi 
People’s Hall in Taralangso 
on January 9, Tuliram af-
firmed that not an inch 
of  its land would not be 
allowed to be occupied by 
outsiders.

T u l i r a m  a l s o  a n -
nounced two days restrict-
ed holiday during the Karbi 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 
Indian Science Congress 
(ISC) in Imphal. Manipur 
University is all set to host 
105th edition of the ISC in 
Imphal from March 16-20.

Disclosing this to media 
here on January 9, Manipur 
Governor Dr. Najma Hep-
tulla, who returned back 
from New Delhi after tak-
ing the direct Delhi-Imphal 
flight, said she have been 
associated with Science 
Congress since 1962 when 
she was doing PhD. Emi-
nent scientists will visit Ma-
nipur on two aspects-to see 
biodiversity and doing more 
research work in natural 
resources. Huge number 
of  delegates and scientists 
would visit the state during 
the Science Congress, the 
Governor said adding No-
bel laureates are expected to 
attend the Congress.

Regarding the introduc-
tion of  direct flight, the 
governor stated that she 
had requested the Ministry 
of  Civil Aviation for intro-
ducing direct flight from 
Delhi to Imphal. Air India 
introduced Delhi- Imphal 
direct flight service from 
January 2 considering the 
public demand and Union 
Civil Aviation minister’s 
assurance during his speech 
in the recently concluded 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 9 (EMN): The 
184th death anniversary 
of  the Maharaja Gambhir 
Singh was observed under 
the aegis of State Archaeol-
ogy, Department of Art and 
Culture, Government of  
Manipur, at the Samadhi of  
Maharaja Gambhir Singh 
at Langthabal near Imphal 
on January 9.

Manipur chief minister 
N Biren Singh, minister of  
art and culture L Jayanta-
kumar Singh, minister of  
consumer affairs Karam 
Shyam, minister of  educa-
tion Th Radheshyam, chair-
man of  MANIDCO Dr. 
Y Radheshyam, MLAs Y 
Surchandra, S Subhaschan-
dra, P Brojen, S Bira Singh, 
Y Surchandra, L Susindro 
Meitei, top civil and police 
officials and others attended 
the function.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, chief minister has as-
sured to develop a museum 
inside the premises of  the 
Samadhi to enlighten the 
youth and present genera-
tion about the supreme sac-
rifices made by the forefa-
thers during the seven years 
war (1819-1826) to liberate 

EM Images

Manipur governor Dr. Najma Heptulla speaking to media at Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal on January 9.

EM Images

CEM Tuliram Ronghang addressing the 9th conference of KCS held at 
Karbi People’s Hall at Taralangso on January 9.

Sangai Festival in Imphal 
in November last. There 
would be two direct flights 
in a week on Sunday and 
Tuesday for now.

Governor said the direct 
flight from Delhi to Im-
phal took only two and half  
hour. She added that direct 
flight has made Manipur 
closer to Delhi and flying 
time has been reduced. She 
hoped that other airlines 
would also follow the same 
in due course of time.

“We should have more 

direct flights from other 
states especially from Mum-
bai, Bangalore and Chennai 
as well so that more tourist 
will come to Manipur and 
it would promote tourism 
in the state,” she added.”I 
have also requested the con-
cerned minister to make it 
happen.”  

Currently Imphal has 
at least 8 f lights a day 
including five flights op-
erated by Indigo, two by 
Air India and one by Air 
Asia.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Manipur forest and horti-
culture minister Thounao-
jam Shyamkumar on Janu-
ary 9 launched the brand 
name ‘Organic Manipur’ 
so that the organic products 
of  the farmers in the state 
could be recognised under 
the above brand name.

To promote the organic 
produces/products, the 
first ever organic outlet in 
the North east region was 
opened in Imphal under 
the central scheme Mission 
Organic Chain Develop-
ment for North East Region 
of  the Union Ministry of  
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare in November last 
year.

Speaking to media on 
the sideline of  an event 
here, Shyamkumar said the 
Centre has been providing 
livelihood to the organic 
farmers of  the state under 
various schemes. Raising 
concern over the rise in 
cases of  health issues and 
diseases, he stressed on the 
need for switching to or-
ganic cultivation and usage 
of vermicompost instead of  
chemical fertilisers.

He also informed that 
the department is work-
ing hard to provide loan to 
make vermicompost to the 

farmers of  the state in col-
laboration with the banks 
soon.

Project Officer K De-
badutta Sharma of  Ma-
nipur Organic Mission 
Agency said 5000 hectares 
of  land under organic 
cultivation was covered in 
the first year out of  which 
2,000 hectares of  land 
was used for cultivating 
black rice or aromatic 
rice (chak-hao) in the val-
ley districts. He added 
that 3000 hectares of  land 
was used for cultivation 
of  ginger, turmeric, or-
ange, lemon, pineapple 
and king chilli (u-morok) 
in six hill districts.

Stating that the state 
will get the C2 certificate 
(organic certification), he 
said once the certification 
is procured the organically 
certified products of  the 
state can be sold under the 
brand name ‘Organic Ma-
nipur’ worldwide.

Chairman L Radhak-
ishore Singh of  Manipur 
Pollution Control Board 
and Khadi and Village In-
dustries Board and the Jun-
ior Marketing Officer Parul 
Mehta of  Union Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, Government of  
India, were also present in 
the day’s event.

Manipur from the clutches 
of the Burmese.

Biren has urged the con-
cerned minister and officials 
of the Art and Culture De-
partment to discuss with a 
reputed international firm 
or consultant for the devel-
opment and to beautify the 
place. He also urged the 
concerned department to 
install the statues of  Nara 

Singh and Herachandra 
inside the Samadhi of Ma-
haraja Gambhir Singh.

Delivering presidential 
address during the day’s 
observation, minister of  
Art and Culture Jayanta-
kumar Singh said that the 
role of  the government is 
to protect the territorial 
integrity and to uphold the 
sovereignty of  the state. 

Impressing upon the re-
sponsibility of  the govern-
ment to work for the wel-
fare of  the people of  the 
state, he said the govern-
ment needs love, support 
and participation of  the 
people to bring inclusive 
development in the state. 
He maintained that every 
issue could be resolved 
through dialogues.

Earlier, the chief  min-
ister led others in paying 
floral tributes to the por-
traits of  Maharaja Gamb-
hir Singh and Nara Singh. 
A contingent of  Manipur 
Rifles offered a guard of  
honour and general salute 
besides observing two min-
utes silence as a mark of re-
spect to the Gambhir Singh, 
Nara Singh and others.

Youth Festival (KYF) effec-
tive from the forthcoming 
44th Karbi Youth Festival 
(KYF) scheduled from Feb-
ruary 15-19.

The three-day confer-
ence of  Karbi Cultural So-
ciety (KCS) began on Janu-
ary 8 and would culminate 
on January 10. During the 
conference, delegations 
from various KCS units 
from west Karbi Anglong 
and Karbi Anglong are tak-
ing part in various events.

Ronghang was accom-
panied by KAAC chair-
man Horensing Bey, depu-
ty chairman  Ritesh Enghi, 
executive member Rups-
ing Teron, MACs  Mon-
gol Sing Timung, Longki 
Timung, Lunsing Teron,  
Ramsing Timung, Richard 
Tokbi, along with former 
member Bidya Sing Rongpi 
and former MLA Chandra 
Kanta Terang and KCS 
president Chandra Sing 
Kro and founder member 
of  KCS  Lunse Timung.

Guwahati, Jan 9. (PTI): 
Assam Governor Prof  Jag-
dish Mukhi today visited 
Hojai district and reviewed 
developmental works and 
law and order situation in 
the district.

The gover nor  held 
a meeting with Deputy 
Commissioner Dr S Laksh-
manan and emphasised on 
ensuring the implementa-
tion of  the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, an official release 
said.

Mukhi said all offices 
and educational institu-
tions should strictly ad-
here to cleanliness and 
devote at least one hour 
for cleaning their respec-
tive offices on the seventh 

day of  each month.
He also asked the Dep-

uty Commissioner to in-
spect at least six institutions 
on that day so that citizens 
develop a sense of  respon-
sibility and a positive work 
environment is ensured.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner informed the gov-
ernor that two municipal 
areas in the district have 
been declared open defeca-
tion free.

Mukhi asked the Dep-
uty Commissioner to ful-
fil the target of  Ujjwala 
scheme and directed the 
District Agricultural Of-
ficer to encourage farmers 
for growing cash crops and 
enhance their income.

Aizawl, Jan. 9 (PTI): Around 1,440 Myan-
marese nationals who took shelter in Mizo-
ram following a clash between militants and 
the Army there in November last year, have 
refused to return, officials said today.

At least 1,600 Myanmarese people from 
several villages in Chin state had taken ref-
uge in Lawngtlai district of Mizoram since 
November 25.

Assam Rifles sources said the force had 
tried to repatriate the refugees after the My-
anmar Army officials said they had busted 
AA hideouts in Chin state and took control 
of the area.

“While a few refugees had returned, 
1,440 people comprising 998 adults includ-
ing 773 women and 442 minors refused to 
return to their homes,” the sources said.

Some of them were afraid to go back ap-
prehending that violent confrontation may 
erupt anytime between government forces 

and the Arakan Army (AA) militants, while 
many preferred to settle down in the state.

Officials said some of the refugees even 
tried to construct houses but the district 
administration stopped them and sent them 
back to the relief  camps.

The refugees from Chin state en-
tered Mizoram after the Myanmar Army 
launched a crackdown on the AA militants 
fighting for freedom of  the neighbouring 
Rakhine state.

The Myanmarese refugees belong-
ing mainly to Zakhai and Khumi tribes 
are staying at camps in Zochachhuah, 
Dumzautlang and Hmawngbuchhuah 
villages.

A senior police official said people of  
the villages were having problems as they 
were outnumbered by the refugees in their 
own villages, though many of  them were 
their relatives.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): In a major setback to 
NSCN (U), Longding battalion of  the Assam 
Rifles in Arunachal Pradesh has arrested one ‘ss’ 
private Khungam Pansa on January 8 night. 

According to a security forces press release, the 
cadre was arrested basing on specific inputs while 
trying to terrorise and extort money from Zedua 
colony in Longding. It stated that the battalion 
swiftly launched an operation and apprehended 
the cadre with a pistol, live ammunition and 
opium. 

It added that Longding battalion under the 
aegis of DAO Division has been carrying out re-
lentless operations in south Arunachal Pradesh to 
keep the area peaceful.

During interrogation, the cadre admitted to 
have been actively taking part of  the outfit since 
2016 after undergoing training at NSCN training 
camp. The cadre was also reported to be actively 
involved in extortion activities in Longding district. 

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): A delegation 
of  Indigenous People’s Front of  Tripura 
(IPFT) has met Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh and apprised him about the socio-
economic issues faced by the tribal popula-
tion in the northeastern state, an official 
said today.

During the 15-minute meeting, the dele-
gation apprised the home minister about the 
issues concerning the tribals in Tripura and 
the socio-economic problems faced by them.

Singh asked the ministry officials to 
engage with the delegation representatives 
and address their issues, the official said.
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What drove Samsung’s monstrous year was 
the company’s semiconductor division, which 

has been cashing in on the skyrocketing 
demand and prices of memory chips.

Railways launches online 
vendor registration system

Coal India hike prices

Samsung’s profit jumps 64 
% to record high on chips

Telecom Commission favours 
raising spectrum holding limit

Vodafone brings back iconic ad campaign featuring pug

Rupee dives 20 paise 
to 1-week low as 
dollar catches steam

Sebi bans Rose Valley Real 
Estate, directors from markets

Seoul, Jan. 9 (IANS): Sam-
sung Electronics said that 
its October- December op-
erating profit jumped 64 % 
to a record high, capping off 
2017 with the biggest annual 
operating income and sales 
in its history thanks to the 
blockbuster semiconductor 
business.

In its earnings preview 
on Tuesday , the South Ko-
rean company put its oper-
ating profit at 15.1 trillion 
won (& 14.1 billion) for the 
final three months of last 
year, compared with 9.2 tril-
lion won a year earlier.

Nomura estimates has 
said that Samsung spent 700 

billion won ($655 million) as 
bonuses to employees.

Fourth-quarter sales rose 
24 % to 66 trillion won ($ 61.8 
billion), also at a record high. 
For the entire year, Sam-
sung’s operating income 
stood at 53.6 trillion won ($ 
50.2 billion), a 83-% surge 
from 2016, on sales of 239.6 
trillion won ($ 224.2 billion), 
up 19 % from the previous 
year. Samsung did not give a 
quarterly net profit or break-
down figures for each busi-
nesses. The company is due 
to disclose more details of 
its financial performance 
later this month. What drove 
Samsung’s monstrous year 

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
Telecom Commission has 
concurred with sectoral 
regulator Trai’s suggestion 
to raise spectrum holding 
limit of mobile operators 
which will ease the exit 
route for operators under 
stress, an official source 
said today.

Trai had recommended 
last month that the ceiling 
on spectrum held by mo-
bile operators within a 
particular band should be 
removed. It suggested a 50 
per cent cap on combined 
radiowave holding in effi-
cient bands like 700 MHz, 
800 MHz and 900 MHz.

As per the current rules, 
no mobile service provider 
can hold more than 25 per 
cent spectrum, vital for 
transmitting signals, in an 
area and more than 50 per 
cent in a frequency band.

An official source said 

the Department of Tel-
ecom (DoT ) wil l  send 
drafts of the relief package 
cleared by the Telecom 
Commission based on the 
recommendations of an 
inter- ministerial panel to 
Cabinet this week for final 
approval.

Based on the IMG rec-
ommendation, the Tel-
ecom Commission has ap-
proved extension of time 
period for the payment of 
spectrum bought in auc-
tions by operators to 16 
years from the current 10 
years, as recommended by 
the IMG.

It had also approved 
the IMG recommendation 
to lower the interest rate 
on penalties paid by tel-
ecom operators by about 
2 per cent.

The Telecom Commis-
sion also approved raising 
of Network for Spectrum 

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): In 
a bid to bring transparency, 
the Railways on Tuesday 
said that it has launched an 
online vendor registration 
system that will allow small 
and medium enterprises to 
become railway vendors.

“In line with the phi-
losophy of the government 
to make systems and pro-
cedures digital and trans-
parent, the railways has 
launched new online vender 
registration system,” the 
Railway Ministry said in a 
statement. 

The new online vendor 
registration system has been 
developed by Research De-
signs and Standards Organi-
sation (RDSO), the research 
arm of the Railways which is 
headquartered in Lucknow.

According to the minis-
try, the move would benefit 
lakhs of new vendors who 
wish to do business with it. 

The railways said that 
with the launch of the new 
online registration system, 
the vendor need not come to 
RDSO for any activity related 

to his case for registration, 
while the process of docu-
ments scrutiny and physical 
verification of the vendor’s 
facility has been made a par-
allel exercise. “With the new 
online system implemented 
by the RDSO, the vendor can 
now deposit registration fee, 
submit documents, down-
load technical drawings and 
specifications and interact 
with RDSO online,” it said. 

The ministry also said 
that the vendors interested 
in developing products and 
new technologies for the 
sector can now register with 
the national transporter 
through the year.

According to railways, 
it is for the first time that 
the RDSO has also invited 
expressions of interest (EOI) 
for all the 600 plus items 
-- such as automatic twist 
locks, components for die-
sel locomotives and anti-
friction coatings -- required 
by the sector and kept the 
window open with no time-
lines to enable wider par-
ticipation.

Kolkata, Jan. 9 (IANS): The 
Coal India board on Tues-
day approved a non-coking 
coal price hike for both 
power and non-power con-
sumers.

The price increase is ex-
pected to push the miner’s 
revenue up by Rs 1,956 crore 
for the remaining period of 
the current fiscal.

The price revision is ef-
fective from Tuesday and 
the projected incremental 
annual revenue would be 
Rs 6,421 crore.

“The board has ap-
proved revision of non-
coking coal prices with ef-
fect from January 9. This 
will be applicable to all the 
subsidiaries of Coal India 
including NEC for regulated 
and non regulated sectors,” 
the miner said in a late night 
filing on Monday.

“Due to this revision, 
Coal India will earn ap-
proximately an incremental 
revenue of Rs 1,956 crore 
for the balance period of 
the current fiscal (2017-18) 
and the projected annual 
incremental revenue would 
be Rs 6,421 crore,” an of-
ficial said.

Reacting to the price 
revision, Coal Consum-
ers’ Association of India’s 
Secretary General Subhasri 
Chaudhuri told IANS: “Coal 
consumers have no alterna-
tive but to bear the brunt of 
the price hike.

“Of late, Coal India’s 
subsidiaries have increased 
peripheral charges like 
surface transport charges 
(for transporting coal from 
pit heads to siding) in the 
zero-three kms slab. The 
miner had also introduced 
evacuation facility charges 
at Rs 50 per tonne from 
December. However, in the 
latest revision, the miner 
reduced prices for some 
grades of coal.”

According to sources, 
the price hike across vari-
ous coal grades range be-
tween 22 per cent on the 
higher side to 3 per cent 
on the lower side. In some 
grades of coal, the prices 
were revised downward.

Following the price re-
vision, Coal India’s shares 
traded at 5.78 per cent high-
er at BSE at 11.24 a.m., while 
the Sensex was up 0.29 per 
cent at 34,453.10 points.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): Regulator Sebi 
today banned Rose Valley Real Estate & 
Construction and its five directors from 
the securities market for four years 
for raising money from the investors 
without complying with the public 
issue norms.

A probe by Sebi following a refer-
ence from the Corporate Affairs min-
istry had revealed that Rose Valley Real 
Estates had come out with seven issues 
of secured non-convertible debentures 
(NCDs) from 2001-02 to 2007-08, out of 
which, in six, the number of allottees 
was more than 49.

Since the securities were issued 
to more than 49 people, the offer of 

NCDs qualified to be a public issue and 
required their compulsory listing on a 
recognised stock exchange. However, 
Rose Valley Real Estates did not comply 
with the provision.

According to an order, the firm 
and its directors also did not issue a 
prospectus by making all the relevant 
disclosures. Noting that the firm and 
its directors “failed” to comply with re-
quirement relating to public issue and 
listing of securities, Sebi barred them 
from buying, selling or dealing in the 
securities market, directly or indirectly, 
in any manner whatsoever, for a period 
of four years.

Besides, Sebi restrained the direc-

tors from associating themselves with 
any listed public company for a period 
of four years.

The directors are Gautam Kundu, 
Shibamoy Dutta, Ramlal Goswami, 
Abir Kundu and Ashok Kumar Saha. 
Sebi also banned Subra Dey, Arun 
Mukherjee, Abir Kundu, Ratan Roy 
Chowdhury and Mritunjay Saha from 
the securities market for four years as 
they had acted as debenture trustees in 
respect of the issuances of NCDs by the 
firm without getting registration.

By failing to seek registration as 
required in terms of the Debenture 
Trustees Regulations, the five individu-
als have violated the same, Sebi said.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): Tel-
ecom major Vodafone is 
back with its iconic adver-
tising campaign, featuring 
the famous pug ‘Cheeka’, 
representing strong 4G data 
network.

The campaign, which 
has been conceptualised 

by Ogilvy & Mather India, 
features a full army of pugs 
running behind a young 
boy through different unin-
habited locations, showing 
strong 4G network.

The advertisement says: 
“Getting strong every hour 
by adding a tower every 

hour.”  Cheeka is a pug who 
appeared in the ‘You & I’ 
advertising campaign of 
Hutchinson Essar’s cellular 
service in India, along with 
a child actor with the tagline, 
“Wherever you go, our net-
work follows.” 

The duo first appeared 

on TV, billboards, newspa-
pers and bus shelters in 2003 
and became popular.

“The latest campaign is 
for the 4G network. The first 
advertisement was released 
in 2003,” Ogilvy Mumbai 
Executive Creative Director 
Kiran Anthony told PTI.

Mumbai, Jan. 9 (PTI): The 
rupee drifted sharply by 20 
paise to end at a fresh one-
week low of 63.71 against 
the US currency following 
steady uptick in dollar de-
mand from importers and 
banks amid surging crude 
prices. A record breaking 
rally in domestic stocks and 
sustained capital inflows 
even failed to arrest the ru-
pee fall as forex sentiment 
remained depressed due to 
surge in global crude.

Oil prices have been 
making some headlines re-
cently, triggering near-term 
worries that expensive oil 
may lead to a fiscal slippage 
and stoke inflation.

The sudden spike in 
crude prices can play spoil-
sport for the currency mar-
ket, which started the new 
year with a bang.

The rupee hit a fresh 
3-year high against the US 
dollar last Friday.

In a fiscally constrained 
environment, rising import 
bill can put further down-
ward pressure on the rupee, 
a forex dealer commented.

Meanwhile, crude prices 
flared-up to cross above the 
USD 68-mark a barrel briefly 
- its highest since May 2015 
largely supported by OPEC-
led production cuts and fall-
ing US crude inventories.

Brent crude, the inter-
national benchmark, was 
trading higher at USD 67.99 
a barrel in early Asian trade.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) were net buyers 
and bought shares worth Rs 
692.83 crore yesterday.

Meanwhile, direct tax 
collection rose 18.2 per cent 
for the April-December pe-
riod of the current fiscal to 
Rs 6.56 lakh crore in advance 
tax mop up, the finance 
ministry said.

The net collections rep-
resent 67 per cent of the total 
Budget estimate of Rs 9.8 
lakh crore for 2017-18.

In the meantime, Indian 
bourses continued their 
record breaking run for the 

third straight day driven 
by sustained foreign funds 
buying amid expectations 
for robust Q3 earnings.

Asian stocks were mixed 
in a session, which saw no 
huge moves either way.

The benchmark Sensex 
rose 90 points to end at a 
new peak of 34,443.19, while 
Nifty added 13 points to 
record high of 10,637.

Staging a recovery from 
fresh 2018 low, the rupee 
resumed modestly higher 
at 63.48 compared to Mon-
day’s close of 63.51 at the 
Interbank Foreign Exchange 
(forex) market on fresh dol-
lar selling by exporters and 
banks amid early gains in 
domestic stocks.

It gained further ground 
to hit an intra-day high of 
63.43 in mid-mornings deals 
before succumbing to fresh 
dollar pressure.

After touching a low of 
63.73 towards the tail-end 
session, the local unit ended 
the day near its lows of 63.71, 
a loss of 20 paise, or 0.31 per 
cent.

The rupee had strength-
ened 55 paise since the start 
of 2018.

The dollar index, which 
measures the greenback’s 
value against a basket of six 
major currencies, was up at 
92.25 in early trade.

Globally, the dollar was 
hovering at one-week high 
against other major curren-
cies on expectations for rate 
hikes after San Francisco Fed 
President John Williams said 
that the Fed should raise 
interest rates three times this 
year given that economy will 
benefit from tax cuts.

In cross-currency trades, 
the rupee continued to slip 
against the pound sterling 
to end at 86.23 per pound 
from 85.96 and the Japanese 
yen also declined further to 
close at 56.52 per 100 yens 
from 56.13 earlier.

The rupee, however, re-
mained firm against the 
euro to finish at 75.97 com-
pared to 76.15.

Old Name:  
Ganga Rani Deb
New Name:  
Ganga Dutta
Affidavit No. 37/18
Date: 09/01/2018

NAME CHANGE

D-4949

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. MEDOKHRUNU PUSA W/O LT. NEIDI PUSA, Pensioner 
resident of Viswema Village has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband- Pension P.O. Pen/Com-17852/NL/S/18583 
of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.10277131998 SBI Lerie Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 14.11.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/85/2017-IV Dated Kohima, the 4th Jan, 2018

KG-2250

No: Rev-1/90-D/13507 / Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Akheto Aye resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.1498, Dag 
No.1519/2118 measuring an area of 00-02-
09 located at Block No/Village. Puranabazar, 
Mouza No.03 which has been mortgage in the 
NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid 
land may be submitted in written in the Court 
of the undersigned on or before 15.01.18.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th Jan’18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-4948

K-1516

KG
-2

25
1

During the press conference of the National people’s Party (NPP), that was 
held on the 6th of January 2018, the party President and MP Lok Sabha, 
Shri. Conrad K Sangma appointed Shri. G Viccashe Sumi, IPS (rtd), 
former IGP (PHQ) as the State Executive Member, ADDL Charge, President 
of Dimapur District NPP.

ANNOUNCEMENT

DP-291

was the company’s semi-
conductor division, which 
has been cashing in on the 
skyrocketing demand and 
prices of memory chips.

The world’s demand for 
more storage for pictures, 
videos, files and other dig-
ital data in their gadgets and 
servers, as well as demand 
for more computing pow-
er to run many programs 
faster, pushed up demand 
for memory chips that are 
dominated by Samsung.

Samsung controls about 
half of the world’s DRAM 
memory chips that tempo-
rarily hold data and help 
computers run many pro-
grams at the same time, 
and about one third of the 
world’s NAND chips, which 
store files. It was the big-
gest beneficiary of the jump 
in prices of those memory 
chips in 2017.

project cost to Rs 24,664 
crore from Rs 11,330 crore.
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Refrain
Within a span of  just two days, nine civil society 

organisations wrote to the prime minister of  the 
country to defer the assembly elections in the 

state. Even on the third day more organisations joined the 
chorus and still counting. The Naga Hoho also joined  in 
the refrain; solution first before elections. It was only 19 
years ago that such a slogan by the Naga Hoho- ‘No elec-
tion without solution’  instead turned out to be the end-
game for some state politicians while some got elected un-
contested.  It was then hardly 6 months after the ceasefire 
agreement between the NSCN(IM) and the Government 
of  India came into effect in August 1997. 

The general tone of  the previous slogan was mostly 
based on the agreed upon terms prior to the signing of  the 
ceasefire.  The most notable being that of  unconditional 
talks to be held at the prime ministerial level. It somehow 
indicated then by the proponents that the need for elec-
tions under the constitution of  India was not required. 
The irony is that even after so many years the solution 
not election slogan has to be repeated,  as a permanent 
solution to the Naga political issue is still elusive. Much 
water has flown under the bridge in the last 19 years and 
the unofficial agreements if  ready may have shifted from 
the initial objectives of  both the parties. 

This time round too,  the benefit of  doubt goes to the 
civil society and also the negotiating parties that surely 
something might be in the offing. The timing of  the de-
mands and letters to the prime minister is quite conspicu-
ous. The wisdom of the civil society to defer elections is 
also not questioned. As it is the case in Nagaland, elec-
tions have become a play of  money and power with many 
unseen and unexpected overtones rearing its ugly head. 
Therefore not a single election passes by without an inci-
dence of  violence, at times leading to death,  across Naga-
land. Nothing divides the Naga society as elections. 

Nevertheless,  as stated earlier in this same space, if  
the final solution has to be disclosed to the people and dis-
cussed before the final implementation then the presences 
of  the 60 legislatures who were elected democratically 
through secret ballot becomes a necessity. The conglom-
eration of  tribe organisations were never divided in the 
Naga history as the present case and these organisations 
may not have much say when it matters most. If  the ap-
proval of  the traditional bodies has to be taken approval 
then one has to either go to the tribes or the village instead. 
The need to have state leaders also become more pertinent 
if  the solution has to be within the ambit of  the Constitu-
tion of  India. The image of  India is also at stake because 
any solution without elected state leaders might portray 
wrong impressions among the global community. 

The one option  left is to announce the final settlement 
when  the current legislatures are still in office.  That gives 
the government about 45 days only unless an ordinance if  
promulgated. In the meantime the civil society, as a sec-
ond option, need to start rebuilding the Naga society so 
that even if  elections are held it should be an exemplary 
one.  Peaceful and clean elections. Such propositions are 
Utopian but there is no harm in trying, to make a better 
future for the lim and its people. 

God’s love for us empowers us to serve 
others.

It was a long day at work. But when I got home, it was 
time to start my “other” job : being a good dad. Greet-
ings from my wife and kids soon became, “Dad, what’s 

for dinner?” “Dad, can you get me some water?” “Dad, 
can we play soccer?”

I just wanted to sit down. And even though part of me 
really wanted to be a good dad, I didn’t feel like serving 
my family’s needs. That’s when I saw it: a thank-you card 
my wife had received from someone at church. It pictured 
a bowl of water, a towel, and dirty sandals. Across the 
bottom were these words from Luke 22:27: “I am among 
you as one who serves.”

That statement of Jesus’s mission, to serve those He 
came to seek and save (Luke 19:10), was exactly what I 
needed. If Jesus was willing to do the dirtiest of jobs for 
His followers—like scrubbing His followers’ no doubt 
filthy feet (John 13:1–17)—I could get my son a cup 
of water without grumbling about it. In that moment, I 
was reminded that my family’s requests to serve them 
weren’t merely an obligation, but an opportunity to re-
flect Jesus’s servant heart and His love to them. When 
requests are made of us, they are chances to become 
more like the One who served His followers by laying 
down His life for us.

Lord, sometimes it’s hard to serve others’ needs. Help 
us to become more like You, willing to express Your 

love in the many opportunities we have to serve those 
around us each day.

BIBLE READ:    LUKE 22:24–30  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I am among you as one who serves.      
~  Luke 22:27

NJCF
The Nagaland Joint Christian Forum greet you in the name of  the Almighty God on behalf  of  

the Christians in Nagaland. 
The Nagaland Joint Christian Forum (NJCF) is a body representing all the Christian Denomina-

tions in Nagaland. As we lay down this memorandum before you for your consideration, we are truly 
appreciative of  your effort and deep concern to resolving the protracted Indo-Naga conflict by bring-
ing in an honourable and acceptable solution.  The Nagas have gone through different phase of  chal-
lenges and opportunities in recent times, some of  which seem to be hopeful, and yet unfortunately, 
some of  which have led to further divide the Nagas. The Nagas have over the years felt neglected 
and sidelined because the problems and struggles have never received proper attention in the national 
stage.The unresolved problems and the untreated conflicts over the last seven decades have led the 
Nagas to a state of  confusion. The problems have piled up one over the other with no proper atten-
tion. But under your leadership, our hope has been raised when you personally took upon yourself  
to boldly come out to recognize the Naga struggle as a political struggle by recognizing the historical 
and political rights of  the Nagas. Your leadership has created a hopeful space for the Nagas. There-
fore, within this space, an amicable and an honorable solution must evolve.

Your personal interest and will power to find an amicable solution has given much hope. The 
Framework Agreement signed between the GOI and the NSCN-IM on 3rd of  August, 2015,  and 
the on going dialogue and negotiations with the Working Committee of  the Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) are positive move on the part of  your Government. We believe, the progress that 
has been made thus far cannot be hijacked until and unless a permanent solution is hammered out. 
At this stage, where negotiations are accelerating and the momentum going on well, interfering with 
another issue will take the present negotiation to square one. This, if  ever should happen will give 
birth to mistrust and suspicion of  the good intention of  the Government of  India and your personal 
good will to resolve the Naga political issue will be misconstrued.

May we be bold enough to state that you have provided the space for the Nagas to exercise their 
collective wisdom and effort for the first time in the history of  our political struggle by recognizing 
the political and historical rights of  the Nagas and thus, trust has been built. Negotiations and consul-
tations were held at different levels whereby, the Nagas seem to have seen a ray of  hope. The mandate 
of  the Nagas must be taken very seriously and upon this, your good office must act with wisdom and 
precision without bringing in any element that would thwart the negotiation process. 

To this effect, above anything else, the Nagas long for a solution within the space that has been 
provided by your government. The present peace process and the negotiations that are taking place 
should be the utmost priority without any other interference and interest. 

At this juncture, reading the minds of  the general public and the Frontal  Organizations in Naga-
land, there seems to be no other agenda more important than finding an amicable solution. We there-
fore, urge upon you in the name of  God, hon’ble Prime Minister, to sincerely listen to the voice of  the 
people and exercise wisdom and discernment in tackling the present situation with utmost care and 
consideration. So that, the hard earned dialogue and negotiations taking place shall not be derailed. 

As much as we pray for our leaders, we also pray for you and those who are involved in the nego-
tiations at this time. The Nagas look up to God to grant you wisdom so that His will for the Nagas 
will dawn upon us through your leadership. To lose the trust of  the people and prolong the process or 
to exercise wisdom and hasten the process lies within the perimeter of  your leadership. To deflate and 
disturb the momentum that has been going on in good speed in recent months will kill the confidence 
and trust of  the people. The Nagas long to seize this moment so that a better society will emerge in 
our life time.

May God grant you wisdom and bless your leadership.
Thanking You

Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, President
Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing, General Secretary

Rev. Dr. N. Paphino, Vice President
Rev. Dr. Moses Murry, Treasurer

Rev. Hotokhu P. Zhimomi, Executive Member
Rev. T. W. Yamyap Konyak, Executive Member
Shri. Khyomo lotha, Ex MP, Executive Member

Who is a Naga? Or for that matter who is an 
Englishman or a Tanzanian? Are national 
identities the product of  an evolutionary 

process where, during the ice age, everyone was white, 
but as temperatures increased globally, some in the 
temperate zones became brown while others turned 
black in extremely hot climates? Or are national iden-
tities creations of  the human imagination caused by 
social and political factors like imperialism or colonial-
ism etc? As far as I am concerned, none of  these fac-
tors have created the reality of  nations and different 
nationalities. Also the fact of  nationality is not a matter 
of  the individual’s choice. After all when I, or for that 
matter the Englishman or the Tanzanian were in our 
respective mother’s wombs, none of  us were ever asked 
as to whether we wish to be born a Naga, an English-
man or a Tanzanian.  The fact of  the matter was rather 
one- where the Naga was born a Naga simply because 
he or she was born from a Naga mother’s womb. The 
same biological fact was true for the Englishman and 
the Tanzanian too. As for our mothers and fathers and 
ancestors, all of  them were also born in the same man-

ner. Therefore, what I am saying here is that- as far as 
our nationalities are concerned, we are born into differ-
ent nations as predestined by God. It is definitely not 
by our own choices.

In this context, God the creator of  nations and na-
tionalities had this to say in his word: “And he made 
from one every nation of  men to live on all the face of  
the earth...” (Acts 17:26). As to how that story of  the 
creation of  nations began, Genesis 10: 32 says: “And 
these are the clans of  Noah’s sons, according to their 
lines of  descent within their nations. From these the 
nation spread out over the earth after the flood.”  As 
for the time taken for families to develop into clans, vil-
lages and on to tribes and nations, God in Isaiah 66:8 
declares: “Can a country be born in a day or a nation 
be brought forth in a moment? Then as if  to challenge 
the notions of  man about the creation of  nations, God 
asks in Jeremiah 13: 23 “Can the Ethiopian change the 
colour of  his skin?  The declarations of  God about na-
tions can go on but the point to be noted is this- That 
Nations are not the creation of  man but a creation of  
God in his own sovereign will.

Lastly, unlike everything else on earth that will even-
tually end, nations will not change but continue even 
into eternity. This fact is found in the book of  Revela-
tions, where- after God had created a new heaven and a 
new earth- and the New Jerusalem descends from heav-
en (Rev. 21: 1), God declares: “The glory and the hon-
our of  the nations will be brought into it”( Rev.21:26).

In conclusion, the Naga nation like many other na-
tions in the world can never be destroyed or absorbed 
into another nation. After all, throughout all of  human 
history, never ever has there been a single case where 
an Englishman was able to beat a Tanzanian (or an 
Ethiopian) into a Whiteman! In the same manner, nei-
ther India nor Burma can ever beat Nagas or negotiate 
us into themselves. As for the very recent and prima-
rily, 19th and 20th century phenomena of  so called 
modern nation states- they are but conglomerations of  
various nations. They too, like the chimeras of  Imperi-
alism and Colonialism will pass away into the shifting 
sands of  time and will eventually be consigned to the 
dust of  history.

Kaka D. Iralu

NPRAAF
To,
His Excellency
The President of  India
Rashtrapathi Bhavan
New Delhi - 110 001.

Sub: Request to promulgate ordinance under Article 123.

Respected Sir,
We pray that this letter finds you in good health.
We are writing on behalf  of  the Nagaland Public Rights Aware-

ness and Action Forum (NPRAAF) to request your immediate ac-
tion regarding the mass call for postponement of  Nagaland State 
General Assembly Elections 2018. 

His Excellency is well aware that the Naga National Movement 
has been lingering for more than six decades and had earned the 
dubious distinction of  India’s longest running conflict. This time 
round, almost all the apex Naga civil societies and even the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly on 16 December 2017 adopted a resolu-
tion and requested the Government of  India to postpone the polls in 
order to pave way for a final settlement to the Naga political issue. 

The prevailing opinion engulfing the entire State of  Nagaland is 
that the GoI should postpone the polls in the interest of  peace and 
a final solution. 

In the event of  the Election Commission of  India notifying elec-
tion dates, the NPRAAF is of  the strong opinion that His Excel-
lency seek the recommendation of  the Union Cabinet to pass an 
Ordinance stalling the State Assembly after the completion of  cur-
rent tenure which expires on 13 March 2018 instead of  allowing 
the incumbents to function as the caretaker government until a new 
government is installed and thereafter impose President’s Rule. 

Such a situation will give ample time for both the GoI and Na-
galand including other Naga National Groups which are yet to join 
the peace talks to engage in a meaningful dialogue leading to final 
settlement of  the Naga issue.

Under such a wide call for ‘solution before election,’ we re-
quest you to directly intervene through your influential office 
utilizing Article 123 of  the Constitution, which confers upon the 
President legislative powers to promulgate ordinances. NPRAAF 
is of  the view that it is the right time for the President to prom-
ulgate an ordinance which is meant to address extraordinary cir-
cumstances that arise when Parliament is in recess. We express 
our deep faith in the highest Constitutional office of  the country 
to see that the opinions and heartfelt desires of  the people are 
respected by the GoI. 

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully,
(Wedieu Kronu)

President, NPRAAF
(Thejawetuo Metha)
Secretary, NPRAAF

(William Kikon)
Secretary, NPRAAF

Organisations Appeals to Prime Minister
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Growing a 
Servant’s Heart

Kushagra Dixit| IANS

The pan-India tiger census to begin 
later this month will aim at higher 
accuracy for which the authori-
ties have decided to double the 

number of  camera traps and include new 
regions, mostly in Uttarakhand. The cen-
sus is held every four years.

With about 70 per cent of  the world’s 
free-ranging tigers, India is home to 2,226 
of  this endangered species, of  which about 
640 roar outside tiger reserves. 

“The grid size has been reduced this 
time. Earlier, a grid was of  4 sq km; this 
time it will be of  2 sq km. Every grid has 
a pair of  camera-traps,” Sanjay Kumar, 
DIG, National Tiger Conservation Au-
thority (NTCA), told IANS.

The survey area will also increase be-
cause of  formation of  new tiger reserves 
since the 2014 census. 

That survey had covered 473,580 sq 
km of forests, including 44 tiger reserves, 
spanning 18 states. However, by January 
2018, the total number of  tiger reserves 
have increased to 50. The contours of  the 
present survey are being worked out and 
would be finalised by the time it begins in 
end-January. Preliminary data will start 
flowing in from late April and the com-
plete picture is likely by November-end.

Never entirely accurate, the popula-
tion-estimation is based on data fetched 
over several days through camera-traps 
and scat-collection (for DNA based esti-
mation). The images from camera-traps 
are fed into a “population size estimator” 
software, which, based on the field condi-
tions of  the terrain involved, gives differ-
ent estimations of  the population size. For 
2014, the lower and upper estimation was 
1,945 and 2,491, of  which 2,226 was con-
sidered to be the closest proximity. 

“The numbers are never accurate and 

are not supposed to be accurate either. 
The aim is to get an idea through rough 
estimates of  population variation, density 
and turnover rate or new-borns over time, 
so that conservation could be planned ac-
cordingly,” Dr Parag Madhukar Dhakate, 
Conservator of  Forests, Western Circle, 
Uttarakhand, told IANS. 

He added that individual tiger records, 
however, consider the stripes which are 
distinct and act like finger-prints of  the fe-
lines. 

Meanwhile, new mountainous terrain 
in Uttarakhand has been earmarked for 
the survey, after the big cats were discov-
ered in 2016 beyond 3,000 metres altitude 
in the Kedarnath (Chamoli and Rudrap-
rayag district) and Askot wildlife sanctuar-
ies (Pithoragarh district).

Dhakate said that key “tiger-bearing 
ranges” under Nainital and Champawat 
division had thus been included “for the 
first time in history of  tiger counting”.

According to the 2014 survey, Uttara-
khand with an estimated 340 tigers had 
the second-highest feline population after 
Karnataka, which had 406. 

“Hill ranges like Kosi, Munra, Bhawa-
li, Naina, Badvan and others in the Naini-
tal division and two ranges in Champawat 
will be surveyed for first time,” Dhakate 
said.

Expecting better accuracy due to the 
reduction of  grid size, Dhakate said that it 
would not be surprising if  tiger population 
booms in the 2018-census.

A January 2017 report, based on 
phase-IV monitoring held across Terai re-
gion (Himalayan foothills) in 2016, stated 
that the tiger population had grown signifi-
cantly with at least 71 new adults roaring.

The highest rise was recorded in Ut-
tarakhand’s Western Circle -- a huge part 
located outside forest reserves and span-
ning over 2,573.6 sq km (from Haldwani 

to Ramnagar) -- where the figures went up 
from 79 in 2014 to at least 119 adults in 
2016. 

At Dudhwa Tiger Reserve situated 
in the Terai region of  Uttar Pradesh, the 
number of  tigers increased from 53 in 2014 
to at least 79 adults.

Foresters at Dudhwa Tiger Reserve 
have decided to go for unified survey to 
avoid repetition of  samples. The census at 
Dudhwa is due in the first week of  Febru-
ary.

“Rather than doing separate surveys 
at Kishanpur, Kartanighat and Dudhwa 
National Park, all part of  one reserve, we 
will go for a single or unified survey,” Ma-
haveer Koujalagi, Deputy Director of  the 
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, told IANS. 

He, however, added that though cam-
era traps will be doubled due to the sample 
size being reduced to half, the sample-days 
had also been reduced from 45-60 days in 
2014 to 30 days in 2018.

At the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in 

Madhya Pradesh, that has highest tiger 
density in India, the survey will include 
more regions in the buffer areas, its Direc-
tor, Mridul Pathak, told IANS.

No story about tigers can be com-
plete without mentioning the Sunderbans, 
which has its own peculiar set of  problems 
like the difficulties in laying camera-traps 
and pollution. The 2014 census put the 
number of  Royal Bengal Tigers, whose 
only home the area is, at 76.

In 2014, tigers were found active over 
89,164 sq kms or “tiger sq km”. Of this 
area, Corbett in Uttarakhand had highest 
estimated tiger population at 215, followed 
by Bandipur (120 tigers) in Karnataka and 
Kaziranga Tiger Reserve (103) in Assam.

With its 2,226 estimate, Census 2014 
saw a 30 percent boom in population 
against the 1,706 in Census-2010. Howev-
er, since 2014, at least 419 tigers had also 
died, of  which at least 135 were poached.

(Kushagra Dixit can be reached at 
kushagra.d@ians.in)

Camera-Traps Doubled, New Regions to 
Increase Accuracy in New Tiger Census



EASTERN MIRROR | Dimapur, Wednesday, January 10, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Amit Khanna | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A close friend or 
love partner may not be returning your calls, 
Aries, and your insecurities could well get the 
best of  you, causing you to think your friend 

doesn’t care anymore. Don’t fall into this trap. Your 
friend is probably surrounded by a lot of  demanding 
people who need assistance, and therefore isn’t phoning 
anybody else. Be patient, distract yourself, and give your 
friend another call tomorrow. The response should be 
more immediate then!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Do you have 
a date tonight with someone special, Taurus? 
If  so, expect some delays. You might get tied 
up with doing your daily errands. This could 

be frustrating both for you and your partner, but you’ll 
eventually touch base. Don’t get so upset over the delays 
that you’re in a bad mood when you meet. This won’t 
help at all! Just hang in there and you’ll still have a great 
evening.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Overindulgence 
in food or drink could have you feeling a little 
under the weather today, Gemini. Therefore it 
will be difficult to focus on anything that needs 

your attention. Perhaps you just need to take it slowly so 
as to recoup your energy. Do just enough to keep your 
conscience clear, but don’t wear yourself  out. Get a good 
book, a cup of  tea, then sit on the couch and relax.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A love partner 
may be away, Cancer, causing you to have to 
put your passions and desires - not to mention 
the need for your friend’s company - on hold. 

Don’t let this catapult you into a lousy mood. If  you’re 
artistic, throw all your energies and passions into creative 
work. If  you’re athletic, go play a game of  tennis or rac-
quetball. Time will pass more quickly that way until your 
partner returns. Hang in there!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might 
be feeling a little out of  sorts, Leo, and most 
likely will want to stay home. Crashing in front 
of  the TV seems a lot more tempting than go-

ing out socializing. Friends, however, may try to talk you 
into partying with them. Don’t let yourself  be talked into 
anything you don’t feel like doing. Make your friends un-
derstand that you’d best relax tonight, and that you can go 
out with them another time.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A close friend or 
love partner might be feeling a little blue, Virgo, 
and could therefore ring you up wanting a sym-
pathetic shoulder to cry on. You’ll be of  great 

help to this person this way, but don’t let your friend dis-
tract you from other things you need to do. You may have 
errands to run, people to see, tasks to take care of. Give 
your friend as much time as you feel is appropriate, then 
make your excuses.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Are you going out 
shopping today, Libra? If  so, expect at some 
point to be confronted with a wonderful luxury 
item you’d give your eyeteeth for but can’t re-

ally justify purchasing. Don’t be impulsive, but don’t hold 
back unnecessarily either. Will you really enjoy the item? 
Or is it something you’d look at for a while, then put away 
or ignore? Do what you want, but be sure you know what 
that is! Think about it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Are you ex-
pecting visitors, Scorpio? If  so, you might go 
into a panic because your house isn’t as spot-
less and beautiful as you would like it to be. 

You might be tempted to take broom, mop, and pail and 
whip through the place like a cyclone! Don’t try to do 
too much. Your guests won’t care if  the unused back bed-
room is messy or not. You’ll want to have enough energy 
to enjoy their company. Take care!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
probably looking pretty good, Sagittarius, but 
emotionally you might not feel very attractive. 
This could be one of  those days when you look 

in the mirror and think you’re seeing Frankenstein’s mon-
ster. This is a great day to pamper yourself  a little. Go 
for a haircut and a massage, and take a sauna or Jacuzzi 
while you’re at it. Treat yourself  to a fruit smoothie at the 
local juice bar. You’ll feel better! Enjoy!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Intel-
lectual or spiritual concepts that you’re trying 
to grasp may seem a little elusive, Capricorn. 
Don’t try to push yourself  too hard to under-

stand them today; you’ll only confuse yourself  that much 
more. You’re not losing it; your mental biorhythms are 
simply low. Instead, look at something else for a while, 
and let the information churn around in your subcon-
scious. It may hit you tomorrow and you’ll want to cry, 
“Eureka!” Be patient with yourself.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If  you’re 
involved in a creative project, Aquarius, your 
imagination might seem to have deserted you. 
You might rack your brain trying to think up 

new ideas but draw a blank every time. Perhaps this isn’t 
the best day to work on your project. Sometimes we need a 
break from our work to maintain the quality of  it. Do some-
thing else for today. Tomorrow you’ll be back to normal.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A friend may 
ask for your assistance with regard to finances 
in some way, Pisces. It’s nothing major, but it 
might involve a choice that your friend needs 

to make. Don’t try to make the decision for him or her, 
but do point out enough facts to enable them to realize 
exactly what’s best for them. This way your friend will 
be sure he or she thought up the idea. Your wisdom will 
definitely be appreciated!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

As they say, never reinvent the wheel. 
Well we haven’t in millennia. It is 
ironical that some of  the oldest 
inventions of  man have remained 

unaltered for centuries. In an age where mo-
bile phones, cars and even airplanes get an up-
grade every few months, some products and 
services remain unaltered except for cosmetic 
changes.

Let’s look at some examples. One of  the 
earliest inventions still in use is the plain and 
simple wheel. It may have been adapted and 
changed to suit everything from a “thela” to 
a modern jet, but its basic design remains the 
same. Take the bullock cart, or tonga, which 
you can still see on Indian roads -- it is what 
was 5,000 years ago in Vedic times. Did you 
know that the rubber tyre on your bike or 
car has not changed substantially since John 
Dunlop invented the first rubber tyre in the 
late 19th century?

Although 10 million people flew in In-
dia last year, over 100 million still travel by 
railways annually. Since 1804, when the first 

locomotive hauled a train over rails in Wales 
we have almost similar trains running on al-
most similar tracks and sleepers even as we 
are constructing (and in may countries run-
ning) bullet trains.

Till a few years ago, we also had steam 
locomotives of  19th century vintage in use in 
many parts of  the world. In India, 150 years 
after trains were introduced, we still use a 
hole in the floor of  a small lavatory to def-
ecate. And people still travel on train roofs! 
By the way, though aeroplanes have evolved 
a lot, their loos are still what they were many 
decades ago (and the seats have actually be-
come smaller).

That reminds me, you must have noticed 
High Transmission Cables strung across tall 
pylons racing past you as you travel on rail-
roads or highways. In spite of  rapid advance-
ments in materials, this is the way electricity 
has been transmitted since its invention 150 
years ago. A few years ago, when super-con-
ductivity was discovered, it was predicted that 
power transmission would become several 
times more efficient and easy. Nothing hap-
pened. Nor have the plugs, switches, meters 
and fuses altered much.

Typewriters (the QWERTY keyboard 
invented in 1868 remains the same even on 
post-modern comps and devices), telegraph 
and telex may have disappeared, but the good 
old landline is still very much around. As are 
the cables strung across poles for all these 
services and, in fact, now for even the likes of  
cable TV and broadband.

We have all seen the neighbourhood 
“dhobi” ironing clothes with a rusty coal 
iron. Clothes have been pressed in such ways 
for centuries. Even the steam iron is more 
than 120 years old. Did you realise that the 
ubiquitous glass bottle has been around in 
some form or the other since 1,500 BC? Dry-
cleaning of  clothes was first done almost a 
hundred years ago. Kerosene may have given 
way to benzene and other newer solvents, but 
the process remains the same. The bespoke 
tailor even today uses the same tools of  trade 
as his forefathers did centuries ago. As do oth-
er artisans: cobblers, weavers, metal workers, 
embroiders, masons, carpenters, butchers and 
even bootleggers.

All this talk of  fancy guns and revolvers 
and other sophisticated firearms would im-
ply the basic rifle has disappeared. No sir, the 

modern, bolt-action rifle and chamber-firing 
revolver are essentially unchanged from their 
predecessors, and operate exactly the same 
way they did for our great grandfather. In fact, 
other than the advent of  the semi- and fully-
automatic mechanisms, and vast improve-
ments in sighting (i.e. telescopes), a hunter or 
a police constable from 100 years ago would 
have no trouble using a modern rifle.

The axe, saw, nails, hammer, screw-driver 
and spanner are still the same as they were 
100 years ago. A fisherman would use a boat 
in the late 19th century as his counterpart 
today. A bicycle has hardly evolved in 100 
years, nor has the motorcycle. Vacuum clean-
ers, toasters, mixers, ovens and grinders have 
remained almost the same for years.

Let’s look around the kitchen and pantry. 
Baked beans still come in cans and tomato 
ketchup in a bottle. The bread is baked the 
way it was 200 years ago. The pressure cooker 
is the same since 1864. The mixer-grinder has 
been around for 100 years. The best pizzas are 
still baked in wood-fired ovens and the best 
tandoori chicken is made not on a rotisserie 
but a clay tandoor.

You still use frozen peas and vegetables 

and sausages, pate and cheese made the way 
they were for generations. Bottle openers, 
knives, cutlery, crockery, pots and pans all go 
back centuries. As does most of  the furniture. 
Fountain and ball pens were invented in 1884 
and and 1888, respectively, and are still in use. 
The list goes on.

Newspapers are edited, printed and dis-
tributed as they were 300 years ago save for 
moving from letter press to offset and to com-
puter layouts from hand-painted pages. So, 
from scissors and locks, thermometers and 
fountain pens to knitted pullovers, patchwork 
quilts and leather coats and cotton swabs, an-
tiseptics and aspirin, the past clings on to our 
present with a reluctant obstinacy.

The last 10 years have seen technology 
leap many generations with the microchip 
and the Internet, but utilities, consumer goods 
and products remain in the same mould as 
they were originally imagined. Most services 
are dispensed the same way. Lateral thinking, 
anyone?

I thank the respected Chairman of  
this program, Rev. Dr. Wati  Aier 
and his colleagues of  the FNR and 
the representatives from 29   Naga 

Regions from the Naga inhabited areas 
present here today.

I take this privilege being entrusted 
to me by the officials of  APO repre-
sentatives present here to share my/our 
views of  APO, communicated to me 
just last night by Mr. Niketu Iralu who 
could not be present here this morning 
in this gathering due to his transporta-
tion problems. But as per our sitting last 
night and his telephonic talk to me this 
morning and also my conviction that I 
should share something about the views 
of  the Angamis (APO) to all, as given 
a chance to speak alongwith the APO 
representatives, sitting here together as 
its representatives.

Our/my first thanks go to the FNR 
for bringing peace, unity and under-
standing to the Nagas with brotherly 
relationship within our Naga family 
and the Naga National workers/groups 
in particular. Once the fratricidal kill-
ings became common and there was no 
chance of  communicating with each oth-
er amongst the factions for so long, but 
now such things could be made possible 
through the prayers and best wishes of  
the Naga people, being spearheaded by 
the FNR since 2008 till today. And we, 
the APO, are very grateful to the FNR in 
taking up another venture to bring even 
the Naga Public representatives from the 
East-West-North-South and elsewhere 
of  the Naga family to come together 
and show our solidarity to the world that 
there is a People known as the Nagas, 
exist in this part of  the world from time 
immemorial and continue thus far. And 
to this occasion, the ‘Naga Day’, the 
10th Jan. 2018 as already decided in the 
first meeting of  the FNR on 13th Oct. 
2017, I, on behalf  of  the APO shall give 
the views of  the Angamis in this august 
house in this manner.

As we all know that the Nagas have 
three undivided principles in our politi-
cal aspirations, right from the beginning 
of  our struggle for self-determination 
as an indigenous People and Nation in 
South East Asiatic Region, basing on 
the Naga Memorandum, submitted to 
the then British Simon Commission on 
the 10th Jan 1929 by the Naga Club; the 
Naga Independence Day Declaration 
to the outside world on the 14th August 
1947; and the Naga Plebiscite conducted 
on the 16th May, 1951 by the NNC in 
confirmation of  the first two events al-
ready laid down by our forefathers with 
their farsighted visions for the genera-
tions to come.

Yes, we have been told that this Naga 
Political Memorandum was drafted by 

Late Mr. Ruzhukhrie Sekhose, one the 
first Naga graduates (whom I personally 
met in several occasions in the 1980s) 
signed by 20 members on behalf  of  all 
the Nagas including the youngest child 
born the previous night; and so also the 
other two events i.e. 14th August 1947 
and the 16th May, 1951 conducted by 
the NNC. And in spite of  the present 
differences of  views, nomenclature in 
the organizations and leadership crises, 
differences  of  approaches in our politi-
cal struggle for recognition at the inter-
national level even in the days to come, 
that we are one in mind and stance. 
And if  Jan. 10 2018 shall be observed/
celebrated as ‘Naga Day’ with a mam-
moth gathering here in Kohima or a 
small gathering elsewhere of  our Naga 
areas, in extending our brotherly ties and 
emotional integration as we feel  quite 
appropriate and befitting to our present 
local situation. We can  even extend our 
goodwill missions/approaches to our 
neighbouring States and Nations for 
a peaceful co-existence without hurt-
ing their feelings  which also would be 
appreciated by all our Naga National 
workers and their groups whom we have 
been in touch all these days.

It is true that the Naga Club and its 
Memorandum submitted on the 10th 
Jan. 1929; Naga Independence Day 
Declaration on 14th August 1947 and 
the Naga Political Referendum con-
ducted on the 16th May 1951, are the 
common properties of  the Naga peo-
ple which no one can deny; but since 
these milestones of  events took place 
in the Angami Region/Jurisdiction and 
by taking the views on the principles of  
these three events as common property 
and especially the 10th Jan. 2010 as the 
Naga Day (the day  being the beginning 
and registering of  our Naga National 
Political Rights, the Angamis under the 
umbrella of  APO shall give our best co-
operation to the FNR and to the occa-
sion for the success of  the program by 
extending all our possible assistance for 
the successful celebration of  this Digni-
fied Day of  the Nagas.

This significant day, like the birth-
day of  a child, falling on the 10th Jan. 
2018, to mark the exodus of  the Naga 
National Movement, there is no ques-
tion of  deferring the date to suit our own 
convenience or waiting another sitting 
for approval of  the House for such cel-
ebration, which may bring more com-
plicated issues or less representatives on 
the would-be gathering in the next sitting 
for the said approval with voice vote. We 
better give our support to the FNR initia-
tives of  observing the Day as the ‘Naga 
Day’ and let every representative present 
here today, may kindly take the message 
back home to mobilize their respective 

regions for a good participation in this 
coveted ‘Naga Day’ program.

We wish the best success of  the pro-
gram being organised by the FNR, see 
you all on the 10th Jan 2018, wish to see 
you all representatives to be present on 
that day, till then bye-bye.

“Wish you all happy and safe jour-
ney back home” 

Kuknalim
Note: Based on this speech and the 
opinions/views expressed on that day, 
the 14th Oct. 2017, we are gathering 
here today to mark the occasion for 
which I heartily welcome and salute 
you all to this same holy ground where 
the Nagas walked out enmass when the 
Indian Prime Minister, Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru and U Nu of  Myanmar (the 
erstwhile Burma) refused to listen to the 
Naga aspiration in 1953.    

And to mark this occasion, 
(1) a Pipal tree has been planted 

just in front of  the Naga Club Building 
(present Naga Students’ Federations Of-
fice) and shall be preserved to signify 
the growth of  Naga Family and its Na-
tional Movement for a rightful place in 
the chronology in world history. Let us 
keep this Naga Club Building and its 
premises as a Centre of  Excellence and 
Think-Tank Political Nerve Institution, 
by maintaining its sanctity. 

(2) Flow Chart of  the Naga National 
Movement/The tree of  the Naga Na-
tional Movement in chronological order 
are  being displayed here in front of  the 
Play Ground Rostrum and at the Naga 
Club Building vicinity for the Naga peo-
ple of  all ages to read and note.

 (3) A Documentary as Reference 
Books i) The Naga National Rights & 
Movement from Naga Memorandum 
10th Jan. 1929 to 1993 publications ii) A 
Souvenir to mark the 50th year of  NNC 
and 51st year of  Declaration of  Naga In-
dependence, 1996 publication (iii) An in-
troduction to the Origin and Migration 
of  the Nagas by Gen. Mo-u Gwizan, 
1993 publication (iv) A brief  account 
of  Naga National Movement, 2018 
publication, shall be made available on 
sale shortly, at the Heritage Publisher’s 
Bookstores and other reputed Bookstalls 
in Nagaland. 

(4) Album of the Naga National 
Leaders and events of  the day 

(5) Final (corrected) copy of  Naga 
Memorandum to the British Simon 
Commission, the 10th Jan. 1929.  

(6)  Any Naga citizen opposing this 
Naga Day Occasion and the related 
Naga National documents shall be noted 
as against our Naga common aspiration.                                                                                                                               

Brief Speech of  Ruovihulie Angami on 
Behalf of the Angami Public Organisation 

As Things Change, Much Remains the Same 

A study of  human inter-
action with the natu-
ral world or, in other 
words, the interaction 

between culture and nature deep-
ens our understanding of  how we 
have been affected by the natural 
environment in the past, and also 
how we have affected the environ-
ment and with what results. How 
did this interaction between na-
ture and culture work?

In the Naga historical and cul-
tural context, traditional knowl-
edge and wisdom ensured a mech-
anism for ecological balance and 
sustainability. The Naga life was 
closely intertwined with nature. 
Beginning with our habitat to our 
lifestyles to our culture and our 
agricultural activities, it was all in 
harmony and balance. Naga life 
was coterminous to the cycle of  
nature.

This intricate relationship 
formed the basis to uphold a re-
spectful and nonviolent relation-
ship with nature. Naga traditional 
institutions such as the clan sys-
tem, folk culture, taboos, etc pro-
vided a framework for resource 
utilization and protection. Story-
telling, theatre and folktales were 
the cultural means that informed 
us of  the ethical and moral values 
needed for sustaining a harmoni-
ous and symbiotic relationship 
with our environment and ecol-
ogy. The folktales narrate stories 
of  human relation with nature, 
animals and birds. All of  these fell 
within the human responsibility to 
protect and uphold nature.

Hunting, fishing and food 
gathering were common practices. 

However, the means to attaining 
these benefits were traditional 
and it guaranteed the sustainabil-
ity of  the resources. For instance, 
the Konyak Nagas resorted to 
resources provided by the forest 
vegetation for fishing. This did not 
contaminate or leave residue they 
needed and hence a profound in-
terdependent relationship existed 
between humans and nature. Tra-
ditional knowledge of  plants and 
their properties and the effective 
appropriation of  this knowledge 
was a powerful tool in maintain-
ing a healthy and balanced envi-
ronment.

The very identity of  a Naga 
is rooted to land and culture. The 
loss of  land is seen as loss of  iden-
tity, an alienation from nature. 
With this strong sense of  connec-
tion, the protection of  land and 
forest was both conscious and cul-
turally internalized. Therefore, the 
belief  that as “land belonged to 
the human, the human belonged 
to the land” was a strong ethical 
and moral foundation of  everyday 
Konyak life.

Such was the traditional wis-
dom with which the Konyak lived 
harmoniously with nature. Today, 
the modern Konyak is fast los-
ing the intimate relationship with 
mother earth. The displacement 
of  people into urban areas, rapa-
cious industries and businesses, 
abandonment of  agricultural 
practices are some indications of  
this loss.

One of  the basic and funda-
mental tools of  understanding 
the gravity of  this ecological issue 
is through education and aware-
ness. Both rich and poor, urban 
and rural have access to education 
today. The process of  education 

is crucial to understanding that 
we as human live “in nature” and 
not with nature. The “I Love My 
Mon Town” (ILMMT) Campaign 
initiated by the Mon District Ad-
ministration on October 2, 2016 
is one such powerful medium that 
spearheads the drive for ecological 
balance.

It is a campaign that belongs 
to the people of  Mon. It is a cam-
paign to bring people from differ-
ent walks of  life with a sense of  
urgency and responsibility with 
the hope to aspire and bring about 
change through education. The 
real challenge is to foster a new 
consciousness, a sense of  respon-
sibility and the ILMMT is an ex-
emplary platform taking this ecol-
ogy movement to the schools, the 
church and the village.

Nagas need to adapt and 
adopt traditional knowledge and 
judiciously utilize resources as we 
respond to the growing needs and 
demands. Places like Mon can 
be made a Green Corridor. This 
means that every village will have 
a reserve forest which connects 
each other whereby animals and 
birds from Assam and other states 
will have a passage all the way to 
Myanmar.

The vision of  a shared Naga 
future is complete only when Na-
gas recover and rebuild our inter-
dependent relationship with na-
ture, land and culture. It needs to 
begin with a deep sense of  social 
responsibility.

Ningreichon Tungshang

When life was breathed
Hope and dignity was weaved

Thy who gave us freedom
Gave us land we now protect,

With our lives and history
So that our stories and streams will be free

And our minds and spirit un-oppressed
Our ancestors taught us land is sacred

And gave us their songs
That binds us

Our journey is long
Our manna is running short

But the harvest is nigh
For us to greet the memory of them,

who gave us the elements;
Of life and dignity of struggle

Urra Uvie! Urra Uvie
March to the shore

Where the salt of life
Will be known by its light

and shadows shall roam no more
when all shall toil and rest
and know what peace is

That,
Our fathers and brothers be freed from shame

Our mothers and sisters mourn without regrets
Our children cry free from fear

For the land was given
To protect us, yes to protect us

In the beginning
When life was breathed

When hope and dignity was weaved!

In the Beginning

Respecting Nature and Social Responsibility
Esther Konyak
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Fire at UP CM’s office
Lucknow, Jan. 9 (IANS): A fire broke out at the fifth 
floor of the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister’s office building 
here on Tuesday, police said. The fire broke out inside the 
computer server room of the high-security office of Yogi 
Adityanath at the Lal Bahadur Shastri Bhawan.  The fire 
sent the security personnel into a tizzy as the cavalcade 
of the Chief Minister was to arrive. Fire tenders were 
rushed to the building, which also houses offices of senior 
officials.  Some electronic property has been damaged in 
the fire and the prima facie reason was said to be a short 
circuit, officials told IANS.

4 of  family choke to death as 
provisions store catches fire 
Ahmedabad, Jan. 9 (PTI): Four members of a family 
were killed when a fire broke out at a provisions store in 
a multi-storey residential building in Naranpura area here 
today. The victims -- a child, woman and two men -- died 
of asphyxiation, additional chief fire officer Rajesh Bhatt 
said. Leakage in gas cylinder or short-circuit is suspected 
to have caused the fire, he said. The blaze erupted around 
7 am in the shop situated on the ground floor of  the 
multi-storey Vardaan Tower in Naranpura, he said. “Four 
members of the family living in the storage area on the 
back side of the provisions store died after inhaling the 
dense smoke due to the heat after their shop caught fire,” 
Bhatt said. The shop had a single exit and entry point and 
had no ventilation, he said. The four victims identified as 
Sunil Chaudhary (40), his wife Leela Chaudhary (33), 
their son Arjun Chaudhary (2) and a relative Mohan 
Chaudhary (32) -- were taken to a government hospital 
where they were declared brought dead, he said. Shah 
said the family was living illegally in the shop by doubling 
it up as their house.

Notorious criminal killed in 
encounter in Uttar Pradesh
Azamgarh (UP), Jan. 9 (PTI): A notorious criminal was 
killed in an encounter with the police at Jehanganj area 
in the district, police said today. The criminal, Chunnu 
Sonkar, carrying a reward of Rs 25,000 on his head, was 
killed and a constable was injured, Superintendent of  
Police Ajay Sahni said.  The constable was later admitted 
to a hospital for treatment, he said. The SP said that some 
bike-borne criminals tried to rob a couple coming to the 
district headquarters on a motorcycle.

MP: 4 dead, over 40 injured in 
Ujjain accident
Ujjain, Jan. 9 (IANS): Four labourers died and at least 
40 others were injured on Tuesday when the tyre of a 
pick-up van they were travelling in burst and the vehicle 
overturned near here, police said. The injured have been 
rushed to hospitals in Badnagar and Ujjain city. Badnagar 
Poli Station in-charge Vivek Kanodia told IANS: “A 
contractor’s pick-up van was ferrying labourers from 
Bilgaon in the morning when the tyre burst and the 
vehicle fell into a roadside ditch.” Three labourers died 
on the spot, while another succumbed to his injuries 
in hospital. “More than 40 labourers were injured in 
the accident. The severely injured labourers have been 
referred to a Ujjain hospital,” Kanodia said.

Differently-abled girl set afire by kin 
of minor her brother eloped with 
Bhopal, Jan. 9 (PTI): A 17-year-old differently-abled 
girl was burnt to death here allegedly by the father and 
maternal uncle of  a girl her brother had eloped with 
about a week ago, the police said today. Both the accused 
were arrested, a police official said. The girl was set on 
fire on Sunday night when she was alone at home. She 
succumbed to her burns while undergoing treatment 
yesterday, Nishatpura police station in-charge Chain 
Singh Raghuvanshi said. “In her dying statement, the girl 
named two persons -- Radha Mohan Agnihotri and Amit 
Tiwari -- who, she said, had set her afire after pouring 
petrol on her. Both the accused have been arrested,” he 
said, adding that Tiwari was Agnihotri’s brother-in-law. 
On January 2, Agnihotri had filed a police complaint, 
alleging that the victim’s 21-year-old brother had 
abducted his 17-year-old daughter the previous day. The 
police had lodged a case of abduction against the 21 -year-
old man on the complaint of Agnihotri and launched a 
probe. Agnihotri and Tiwari were putting pressure on the 
victim to reveal her brother’s whereabouts, Raghuvanshi 
said, adding that when the girl expressed her ignorance 
about it, the accused allegedly set her ablaze.

Man shot at in Kolkata over property 
dispute dies
Kolkata, Jan. 9 (IANS): A man shot at in broad 
daylight following a dispute over the constructed area 
in a flat died here on Tuesday morning, police said. 
Fazlur Rahman was shot dead by Idris alias Bhola at 
Bright Street near Park Circus area around 8.40 a.m. on 
Sunday. The accused absconded after the crime, an officer 
from Karaya police station said. According to Rahman’s 
family, both were involved in the construction business 
and had a dispute over a flat. “They were both land 
promoters. They had a dispute over the constructed area 
in a flat here. Bhola had threatened to kill my brother if  
he did not get money for the disputed area. The accused 
killed him in front of everyone in the locality,” Rahman’s 
sister said.

India not eyeing anyone’s territory — PM

Arrested Jet Airways crew part 
of global hawala racket– DRI 

‘Centre’s move to 
introduce electoral 
bonds regressive’

BJP targeting youth leaders — Mevani 

Rahul’s speech in Bahrain irresponsible— BJP 

Union min invites PIOs to partner 
in country’s development

Navy capable of defending India 
against any threat— Defence Minister

Playing of national anthem 
in cinemas optional — SC

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday said In-
dia has no intention of  
exploiting any country’s 
resources and is not eyeing 
anyone’s territory, basing 
its relationships not on 
“profit or loss” but on hu-
manity

Addressing the first 
PIO Parliamentarians Con-
ference here, he said India 
has always played a con-
structive role in the world 
arena

If  any philosophy can 
counter extremism and 
radicalisation, it is Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s and India’s 
philosophy of  non-violence 
and ‘satyagraha’, he noted

“We neither have the 
intention of  exploiting any-
one’s resources nor are we 

PTI

 Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman waves from the cockpit of an MiG 29K during the 

PTI

Dalit leader and Gujarat MLA Jignesh Mevani addresses the ‘Youth 

PTI

New Delhi, Jan 9 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
made the playing of  na-
tional anthem in cinema 
halls before screening of  
movies optional, modifying 
its earlier order.

The apex court modified 
its November 30, 2016, or-
der by which it had made the 
playing of the anthem man-
datory in cinema halls before 
the screening of a film.

A bench headed by 
Chief  Justice Dipak Misra 
said a 12-member inter-min-
isterial committee, set up 
by the Centre, would take 
a final call on the playing 
of  national anthem in the 
cinemas.

The Centre’s decision 
had come after the top court 
had in October last year ob-

served that the people “can-
not be forced to carry patri-
otism on their sleeves” and it 
cannot be assumed that if a 
person does not stand up for 
the national anthem, he or 
she is “less patriotic”.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices A M Khanwilkar 
and D Y Chandrachud, said 
the committee should com-
prehensively look into all the 
aspects relating to the play-
ing of national anthem and 
allowed the petitioners to 
make representations before 
the panel.

 The top court accepted 
the government’s affidavit 
which said the 12-member 
panel has been set up to 
suggest changes in the 1971 
Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour Act.

Attorney General K K 
Venugopal told the bench 
that the committee will 
submit its report within six 
months.

The government had 
said that the top court may 
“consider the restoration of  
status quo ante until then, 
that is restoration of  the 
position as it stood before the 
order passed by this court on 
November 30, 2016” as it 
mandated the playing of the 
anthem in cinemas before a 
feature film starts.

The apex court had on 
October 24 last year ob-
served that people do not 
need to stand up in the cin-
ema halls to prove their pa-
triotism and had asked the 
Centre to consider amend-
ing the rules for regulating 

playing of the national an-
them in the theatres. “People 
go to cinema halls for undi-
luted entertainment.

Society needs entertain-
ment. We cannot allow you 
(Centre) to shoot from our 
shoulders. People do not 
need to stand up in cinema 
halls to prove their patriot-
ism,” the bench had said.

“Desireability is one 
thing but making it man-
datory is another. Citizens 
cannot be forced to carry pa-
triotism on their sleeves and 
courts cannot inculcate patri-
otism among people through 
its order,” it had said. The 
court’s strong remarks had 
came during the hearing 
on a PIL filed last year by 
Shyam Narayan Chouksey 
seeking a direction that the 

national anthem be played 
in all cinema halls before the 
start of screening of a film.

The apex court had in its 
November 30, 2016, order 
said that “love and respect 
for the motherland is reflect-
ed when one shows respect 
to the national anthem as 
well as to the national flag”.

It had also barred print-
ing of the anthem or a part 
of it on any object and dis-
playing it in such a man-
ner at places which may be 
“disgraceful to its status and 
tantamount to disrespect”.

It had also said proper 
norms and protocol should 
be fixed regarding its play-
ing and singing at official 
functions and programmes 
where those holding consti-
tutional office are present.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
A woman flight attendant 
of Jet Airways has been ar-
rested by the Directorate of  
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
for allegedly trying to smug-
gle out forex worth more 
than Rs 3 crore, with the 
agency today saying that the 
accused was part of a major 
global hawala syndicate.

The DRI officials inter-
cepted the woman when 
she was on a flight to Hong 
Kong yesterday, the agency 
said in a statement.

“During examination 
of her checked in and hand 
baggage, USD 4,80,200 
wrapped in aluminium foil 
having a market value of Rs 
3.25 crore, has been recov-
ered,” it said.

During interrogation, it 
came to light that the wom-
an was a carrier of a major 
international hawala syndi-

cate and has carried foreign 
currencies many times for a 
Delhi-based hawala opera-
tor, it said.

The operator, identified 
as Amit Malhotra, is a resi-
dent of Vivek Vihar area in 
Delhi, a senior DRI official 
said.

He said Malhotra used 
crew members for smuggling 
forex.

“Malhotra would collect 
money from some bullion 
dealers in Delhi and send 
it via some air hostess to 
select foreign destinations. 
The money was being used 
for purchasing gold abroad. 
The gold would then be sent 
to India illegally,” the official 
said.

Malhotra had befriended 
the Jet Airways crew six 
months ago during a flight 
to India, he said.

The DRI suspected the 

role of  some other crew 
members of Jet Airways in 
smuggling out forex, the of-
ficial said.

“Malhotra has been ille-
gally smuggling forex for the 
past over one year. There are 
some other crew members 
involved in the case. We are 
also trying to find out the 
details of  bullion dealers 
involved in this syndicate,” 
he said.

Both Malhotra and the 
Jet Airways crew member 
have been arrested, the of-
ficial said.

A Delhi court sent the 
two to two-day judicial cus-
tody.

The DRI has recovered 
Rs 3.3 lakh in cash, and for-
eign currencies of different 
countries worth USD 2,500, 
besides several incriminating 
materials from Malhtora, 
he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
The CPI(M) today said the 
Centre’s move to introduce 
electoral bonds was “deep-
ly regressive”, which would 
make the donor, donee 
and the amount -- each of  
the three vital aspects -- a 
“State secret”.

In a letter to Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, 
CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury said the 
government’s move would 
“shield the donors from 
the gaze of  the electorate, 
which needs to know if  
policies are being made 
precisely because they help 
some influential donors”.

“The measures you 
have introduced recently, I 
regret to say, have reversed 
any move towards trans-
parent and clean political 
funding that may have been 
possible.

 Electoral bonds are 
a deeply regressive move 
which will make the donor, 
donee and the amount, 
each of  these three vital 
aspects, a State secret,” he 
wrote in the letter.

Yechury added that by 
lifting the maximum limit 
on companies for political 
donations, the government 

had raised the prospect of  
allowing “shell” companies 
being set up with black 
money to fund political 
parties

He also warned that 
such a step was “seriously 
injurious to the state of  our 
democracy”.

The Left leader said 
since currently there was 
no limit on amounts spent 
by the political parties 
on poll campaigns, while 
there was a limit on the 
amount that candidates 
could spend, the policy of  
the government made a 
mockery of the very idea of  
having a limit on campaign 
spending.

He urged the govern-
ment to “bring the expendi-
tures of  the political parties 
within a legal limit, a viola-
tion of  which would attract 
stringent punishment”.

“I urge the government 
to take new steps which 
will make our democracy 
healthier, more transpar-
ent and enable a genuine 
level-playing field, where a 
common citizen can find it 
as easy to contest elections 
as a moneyed man,” the 
CPI(M) leader wrote in his 
letter to Jaitley.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Gujarat Dalit leader Jignesh 
Mevani on Tuesday accused 
the BJP of targeting youth 
leaders like him and charged 
the party and the RSS with 
instigating violence against 
Dalits in Bhima Koregaon 
in Maharasthra.

“The way in which 
Hardik (Patel), Alpesh 
(Thakore) and Jignesh (Me-
vani) with the support of the 
youth in Gujarat brought 
the BJP down from over 150 
seats (target set by BJP in 
Gujarat) to 99 seats... That 
is the reason we are being 
targetted,” Mevani told his 
Yuva Hunkar rally here.

The rally for which the 
Delhi Police had originally 
denied permission was held 
at the Jantar Mantar, a short 

distance from the Parliament 
in central Delhi. But Mevani 
and his supporters shelved 
plans of taking out a proces-
sion to the Prime Minister’s 
Office.  The newly elected 
MLA also said that when he 
fought elections in Gujarat 

he always spoke about bring-
ing people together.

“Throughout the elec-
tion campaign we said that 
for 22 years the BJP followed 
the politics of division, while 
we always spoke about bind-
ing people together,” he said. 

“We don’t follow love-jihad. 
“I don’t have to answer 

it but you have to answer 
me... This you have to an-
swer why Rs 15 lakh didn’t 
come in everyone’s account, 
why no jobs to youth? Why 
farmers were shot dead in 
Mandsaur? Why no justice 
to the Una Dalit victims? 
Why Najeeb Ahmed went 
missing? Why Rohit Vem-
ula died? We’ll ask all these 
questions from you (Prime 
Minister Narendra) Modiji.” 
“No permission has been 
given to anyone (to hold a 
rally),” Joint Commissioner 
of  Police Ajay Chaudhary 
told reporters here.

The Gujarat lawmaker 
slammed the police and the 
central government for deny-
ing permission to the protest.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): The BJP 
today dubbed Rahul Gandhi’s speech 
in Bahrain as “irresponsible”, alleg-
ing that the Congress president was 
spreading “hatred” among Indians 
with his speeches abroad like he did in 
the country.

Union minister Ravi Shankar Pras-
ad attacked the Congress chief over his 
last night’s address and contrasted it 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
address to 270 Indian origin (PIO) 
parliamentarians, focusing on boosting 
ties between India and other countries.

Addressing a press conference, 
Prasad questioned Gandhi’s remarks 

in which he accused Modi government 
of pursuing a divisive agenda to hide 
its failures, and said they had expected 
that he would not harp on political dif-
ferences and “spread hatred in a foreign 
country as he did in India”.

Gandhi’s father and the then Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had committed 
a “sin” by passing a law under pres-
sure from Muslim bodies to negate a 
Supreme Court order to provide ali-
mony to Shah Bano after her husband 
divorced her, he said.

The same Muslim body is now op-
posing the triple talaq bill, Prasad said, 
claiming that the Congress’ decision 

to stall it in Rajya Sabha was a case of  
double standards influenced by vote 
bank politics.

Citing Mudra loans given to tens 
of millions of people, rise in road con-
struction works and opening of  call 
centres in tier two cities, Prasad said 
this has led to creation of employment 
as he refuted Gandhi’s charge that the 
government had not created enough 
jobs.

Gandhi had yesterday accused the 
government of dividing people on the 
basis of caste and religion, alleging it 
was converting the anger of  jobless 
youth into hatred among communities.

New Delhi, Jan. 9 (PTI): Union 
Minister Ananth Kumar today 
invited Persons of  Indian Origin 
(PIOs) to partner in the develop-
ment of  their motherland and 
said the Center’s programmes 
and schemes provide a great op-
portunity for them to forge this 
partnership.

Addressing a session at the 1st 
PIO-Parliamentarian conference 
here, Kumar called the gathering 
a mini world parliament of PIOs 
and said, “All of  you here are 
members of  our extended fam-
ily and bound by ties of  history, 
emotional attachment, cultural 
affinities and kinship.”  He further 
said that under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
India and its diaspora have found 
greater recognition and popularity 
in the comity of nations.

“The minister invited the au-
gust gathering of PIOs to partner 
in the development of their moth-
erland India,” Kumar was quoted 
as saying in a statement issued by 
the Parliamentary Affairs Ministry.

The Modi government’s flag-
ship schemes such as Skill India, 
Start up India Stand up India, 
Make in India etc. provide a great 
opportunity for PIOs to partner in 
the country’s resurgence as a global 
power, it added.

The minister also appreciated 
that languages like Hindi, Bhojpuri 
and folklores such as Ramayana, 
literature from India, traditional 
cuisine etc. have not only survived 
but are flourishing in the countries 
which host PIOs.

Speaking earlier at the same 
event, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man P J Kurien said that the In-
dian diaspora is “our most -valued 
asset” and the country has im-
mensely benefited from their con-
tribution in various fields.

Stating that the Indian diaspora 
is the second largest in the world 
now at around 31 million, Kurien 
said it has been observed that PIOs 
are enthusiastic towards sustaining 
democratic ethos of  the country 
they live in and propagate multi-
cultural values.

Panaji, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
The Indian Navy is “fully 
capable” of  defending the 
country against any threat, 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said on Tues-
day after she reviewed the 
navy’s maritime prowess.

The Minister presided 
over India’s show of  na-
val might, off  the western 
coast on Monday and Tues-
day, in which more than 10 
warships, including aircraft 
carrier INS Vikramaditya, 
three submarines and vari-
ous types of  naval aircraft 
participated in operational 
manoeuvres, an official 
statement said.

Sitharaman initially 
embarked on INS Kolkata, 
the first of  the indigenous-
ly built Kolkata Class de-
stroyers, and then spent the 
night at sea on board INS 
Vikramaditya.

To assess the perform-
ance of  the carrier in “real 

eyeing anyone’s territory. Our focus has always been on 
capacity building and resource development,” the prime 
minister said

The comments come in the wake of  increasing border 
tensions in certain sectors of  India’s border with China

“India is that country 
which has always played 
a constructive role in the 
world arena. We have not 
weighed our policy towards 
any country on profit or 
loss basis, but have viewed 
it from the prism of  human 
values.” 

India’s model of  devel-
opment aid, he added, is 
not based on give and take, 
but depends on the needs 
and priorities of  countries

“At a time when the 
world is divided by ideolo-
gies, India believes in the 
mantra of  ‘sabka saath, 
sabka vikas’,” he said

When concerns over 
extremism and radicalisa-
tion in the world are in-
creasing, India’s message 
of  inclusiveness can go out 
to the world, he told the 

parliamentarians
“If  there is any phi-

losophy to counter radi-
calisation and extremism, 
it is the philosophy of  Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the phi-
losophy of  Indian values,” 
he said

India, with its rich val-
ues and traditions, has the 
power to lead and guide the 
world dealing with instabil-
ity, Modi said

According to the prime 
minister, the 21st century 
is known as the Asian cen-
tury and India has an im-
portant role to play in it

Per sons  o f  Ind ian 
origin can take pride in 
the country’s increasing 
strength worldwide, he told 
the gathering

Modi also called on 
Indian origin lawmakers 

from across the world to be 
partners in India’s develop-
ment and act as catalysts 
in the country’s economic 
growth

Over half  the total in-
vestment into the country 
came in only the last three 
years with a record USD 
16 billion of  foreign direct 
investment (FDI) last year

All this has happened 
due to far-reaching policy 
changes ushered in by his 
government, with “reform 
and transform” being its 
guiding principle, the prime 
minister said

“India is changing, In-
dia is transforming. India 
has moved far ahead and 
Indian hopes are at the 
top and you will see the 
result of  change in every 
sphere.

conditions”, she tran-
sited through a simu-
lated “multi-threat” 
environment on board 
along with the ship’s 
escorts during Monday 
night, it said.

Sitharaman also 
presided over multiple 
complex naval opera-
tions including air in-

terceptions, missile, 
gun and rocket firing, 
ship-to-ship replenish-
ment, night flying and 
anti-submarine war-
fare. 

The Western Fleet 
undertook these major 
naval manoeuvres off  
the western seaboard 
to showcase its opera-

tional excellence and 
combat capabilities.

“Having witnessed 
first-hand the prowess 
of  the Western Fleet, 
I am confident that the 
Indian Navy is fully 
capable of  defending 
the nation against any 
form of  threat,” she 
said.
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China denies plans to set 
up military base in Pakistan

Relief for Indians as US says no 
change in H-1B visa extension policy

US Special counsel may 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Turkey to  extend state  of 
emergency for 3 months
Ankara, Jan 9 (IANS): Turkey is set to extend the 
state of  emergency for another three months, Deputy 
Prime Minister Bekir Bozdag said on Monday. 
Bozdag said that the government will extend the state 
of  emergency once again as advised by the National 
Security Council. The current state of  emergency is 
to expire on January 19, and the coming extension 
will be the sixth since the initial declaration in 2016, 
Xinhua reported. Turkey announced a state of  
emergency for the first time on July 20, 2016, in the 
wake of  a failed coup attempt which left 250 people 
killed and 2,200 others injured. Turkish government 
has since launched a massive crackdown on the 
supporters of  Fethullah Gulen, a Muslim cleric 
living in exile in the US who is accused of  being the 
mastermind behind the 2016 coup. Gulen has denied 
the charges. As Turkey seeks to extradite Gulen from 
the U.S., tensions have been rising between the two 
countries because Washington has rejected Turkey’s 
request so far, citing lack of  evidence. The extension 
of  the state of  emergency has to be approved with 
a simple majority by the Turkish parliament, where 
the ruling Justice and Development Party holds 316 
of  550 seats.

29 killed as cyclone Ava hits 
Madagascar
Antananarivo, Jan. 9 (IANS): Twenty nine people 
were killed by cyclone Ava that hit Madagascar from 
Friday to Sunday, officials said on Monday. The 
National Office of  Risks and Disasters Management 
(BNGRC) said in its provisional report that 22 people 
are still missing, while 17,170 have been displaced. 
Five national roads were cut while 17 health centers 
were destroyed, Xinhua reported. BNGRC said in 
the report that 3,191 hectares of  rice fields are totally 
flooded in the capital Madagascar. The cyclone hit 
the eastern part of  Madagascar on Friday and left the 
country on Sunday by continuing its trajectory to the 
southeast off  the country with an average speed of  
15 km per hour.

China launches remote sensing 
satellites
Beijing, Jan. 9 (IANS): China launched a pair of  
0.5-metre high-resolution remote sensing satellites 
Tuesday. The satellites, SuperView-1 03/04, blasted 
off  at 11.24 a.m., on the back of  a Long March 
2D rocket, from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch 
Centre in Shanxi province, reports Xinhua news 
agency. The satellites, which are able to provide 
commercial images at 0.5-metre resolution, are 
expected to offer remote sensing data to customers 
worldwide and provide services to land and resource 
surveys, mapping, environmental monitoring, 
finance and insurance as well as the internet 
industry, according to authorities. The satellites 
were developed by the China Aerospace Science 
and Technology Corporation. It is the second launch 
of  the corporation’s commercial remote sensing 
satellites, followed by the launch of  SuperView-1 
01/02 in December 2016.

US man burns down flat in bid 
to kill spider
Washington, Jan. 9 (IANS): A man in the US state 
of  California set his apartment on fire while trying 
to kill a spider using a torch lighter. The fire occurred 
on Sunday in a block of  flats in the city of  Redding 
in northern California, the US media reported.  The 
man used a torch-style lighter to try and kill the 
huge wolf  spider after spotting it in the bedroom of  
his flat, said Lyndsey Wisegarver, a caregiver to the 
residents. The flame didn’t kill the spider instantly, 
however -- the burning arachnid reportedly ran onto 
a mattress, setting it on fire. Wisegarver said the fire 
also spread to the drapes and a flag collection, the 
Redding Record Searchlight newspaper reported. 
The blaze forced the residents to evacuate and 
firefighters were immediately called to the building. 
No one was injured. However the fire did cause 
about $11,000 in damage.

EU President praises Italy, its 
minister
Brussels, Jan. 9 (IANS): European Union President 
Jean-Claude Juncker on Monday lauded the role 
played by Italy in the migration crisis and the 
bloc’s stability pact, heaping praise on its Economy 
Minister Carlo Padoan. “Italy has been extremely 
useful to the EU in respect of  migration policy and 
the stability pact,” Juncker told a Brussels conference 
on the EU’s 2021-2027 budget, which Paduan also 
attended. “I pay special tribute to Italy’s economy 
minister Mr Padoan, who has been extremely 
cooperative,” he added. The EU made available 
17 billion euros in 2016 and 2017 from its current 
budget to help member states like Italy - which have 
an external border - meet their migration policy 
obligations, said Juncker.

Seoul, Jan. 9 (PTI/AFP): 
North and South Korea be-
gan their first official talks in 
more than two years today, 
focussing on the forthcom-
ing Winter Olympics after 
months of  tensions over 
Pyongyang’s nuclear weap-
ons programme.

The talks in Panmun-
jom, the truce village in 
the Demilitarized Zone 
that divides the peninsula, 
came after the North’s 
leader Kim Jong-Un in-
dicated in his New Year’s 
speech that he could send a 
delegation to next month’s 
Games in Pyeongchang in 
the South.

Seoul responded with 
an offer of a high-level dia-
logue, and last week the hot-
line between the neighbours 
was restored after being sus-
pended for almost two years.

Seoul’s five-member del-
egation, led by unification 
minister Cho Myoung-Gy-
on, travelled to Panmunjom 
in a convoy of vehicles, pass-
ing a group of well-wishers 
holding a banner at a check-
point leading towards the 
DMZ.

 The North’s group, of  
similar size and led by sen-
ior official Ri Son-Gwon, 
walked over the Military 
Demarcation Line at Pan-
munjom for the talks, pic-
tures showed -- just yards 
from where a defector ran 

across in a hail of bullets two 
months ago.

Looking businesslike, 
Cho and Ri shook hands 
at the entrance to the Peace 
House, the building on 
the southern side where 
the discussions were being 
held, and again across the 
table.

In accordance with 
standard practice in the 
North, Ri wore a badge on 
his left lapel bearing an im-
age of the country’s found-
ing father Kim Il-Sung and 

his son and successor Kim 
Jong-Il. Cho also wore a 
lapel badge, depicting the 
South Korean flag.

“Let ’s  p resent  the 
people with a precious 
new year’s gift,” said the 
North’s Ri. “There is a 
saying that a journey taken 
by two lasts longer than 
the one travelled alone.”  
Cho told him that Seoul 
believed the Pyeongchang 
Games “will become a 
peace Olympics as most 
valuable guests from the 

North are going to join 
many others  f rom al l 
around the world”. “The 
people have a strong desire 
to see the North and South 
move toward peace and 
reconciliation,” he added.

It was a radically differ-
ent tone from the rhetoric of  
recent months, which have 
seen Kim and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump trade 
personal insults and bel-
licose threats of war, while 
Pyongyang has launched 
missiles capable of reaching 

the US mainland and carried 
out its sixth and most power-
ful nuclear test to date.

Seoul has been keen 
to proclaim the Games in 
Pyeongchang, just 80 kilo-
metres south of  the DMZ, 
as a “peace Olympics” in 
the wake of  missile and 
nuclear tests by the North 
-- but it needs Pyongyang to 
attend to make the descrip-
tion meaningful.

If the North agrees, one 
of the top agenda items will 
be whether the two Koreas’ 
sportspeople make joint en-
trances to the opening and 
closing ceremonies, as they 
did for Sydney 2000, Athens 
2004 and the 2006 Winter 
Games in Turin.

The size and member-
ship of  the North Korean 
delegation and their accom-
modation -- widely expected 
to be paid for by Seoul -- will 
also be discussed.

The group may stay on a 
cruise ship in Sokcho, about 
an hour’s drive from the Ol-
ympic venue, which would 
enable their movements to 
be closely monitored and 
controlled. With only two 
winter sports athletes quali-
fied, North Korea is likely 
to bolster its presence by 
sending significant num-
bers of  cheerleaders to the 
Pyeongchang Games, which 
run from February 9 to 25, 
analysts say.

Beijing, Jan. 9 (PTI): China today 
denied as “unnecessary” speculation 
reports that it was planning to build a 
military base at Jiwani in Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan province close to the strategic 
Chabahar port, which is being jointly de-
veloped by India, Iran and Afghanistan. 
According to reports, Pakistan may allow 
China to build the military base in Jiwani 
which is also close the Gwadar port being 
developed by Beijing.

The Global Times quoted a Wash-
ington Times report that China is in talks 
with Pakistan to build its second overseas 
military base as part of a push for greater 
maritime capabilities along strategic sea 
routes.

“I am not aware of  what you 
mentioned,” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Lu Kang told the 
media when asked to comment on 
the report.

The media in China and abroad said 
that Pakistan offered the key location to 
China as a retaliation to US President 
Donald Trump s New Year Day criticism 
of Islamabad for not cracking down on 
terrorist safe havens in the country.

The Chinese media has been specu-
lating that Trump’s efforts to step up 
pressure on Pakistan may move it closer 

to Islamabad as Beijing is involved in a 
number of  projects in the country un-
der the USD 50 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). “As you 
know building of  the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is an impor-
tant part of the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI),” Lu said.

“China and Pakistan are also making 
efforts to build the CPEC which is in the 
common interests of the countries along 
the route. I don t think it is necessary 
for the outside world to make too much 
guesses in this regard,” he said.

Chinese analysts said the Jiwani base 
was not necessary for China at present as 
it already has Gwadar.  Lin Minwang, a 
professor at Fudan University’s Centre 
for South Asian Studies told Global 
Times that “both Beijing and Islamabad 
have the ability to build a joint naval and 
air facility in Pakistan, but it is unneces-
sary at this time.” 

But he said it could be a backup plan 
for the Indo- Pacific strategy of the US 
and its allies, he told the daily.

Lin believes if  the US and its allies 
push their Indo- Pacific strategy to the 
extreme, China will surely carry out a 
plan with Pakistan to ensure the security 
of sea routes.

Washington, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Indian techies in the US can 
heave a sigh of relief after the 
Trump administration said it 
was not considering any regu-
latory change that will force 
H1-B visa holders to leave the 
country.

The announcement by 
the US Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS) 
came on Monday after last 
week’s report by US-based 
news agency McClatchy DC 
Bureau that Washington was 
considering new regulations 
to prevent the extension of  
H-1B visas, largely availed of  
by Indian IT firms. 

“The USCIS is not consid-
ering a regulatory change that 
would force H-1B visa holders 
to leave the US by changing 
our interpretation of  section 
104(c) of  AC-21, which pro-
vides for H-1B extensions 
beyond the 6 year limit,” said 
Jonathan Withington, chief  
of media relations for USCIS.

“Even if  it were, such a 

change would not likely result 
in these H-1B visa holders 
having to leave the US because 
employers could request exten-
sions in one-year increments 
under section 106(a)-(b) of  
AC21 instead,” Withington 
was quoted as saying by Kan-
sas City Star. 

“The agency is consider-
ing a number of  policy and 
regulatory changes to carry 
out the President’s Buy Ameri-
can, Hire American Executive 
Order, including a thorough 
review of employment based 
visa programmes,” he said. 

Earlier reports said the 
Trump administration was 
considering tightening H-1B 
visa rules that could lead to de-
portation of 750,000 Indians. 

Withington said that US-
CIS was never considering 
such a policy change and 
that “any suggestion that US-
CIS changed its position be-
cause of pressure is absolutely 
false”. 

Representatives Kevin Yo-

der, a Kansas Republican, 
and Tulsi Gabbard, a Demo-
crat from Hawaii, sent a letter 
to Trump, obtained by Mc-
Clatchy, urging him “not to 
deport H-1B holders awaiting 
permanent residency process-
ing.”

The US Chamber of Com-
merce had warned it would be 
“tremendously bad policy” to 
tell highly skilled people they 
were not welcome to stay in 
the US.

The H-1B programme of-
fers temporary US visas that 
allow companies to hire highly 
skilled foreign professionals 
working in areas with short-
ages of  qualified American 
workers. 

Indians get most of  the 
H1-B visas, although there 
are no national quotas for the 
facility nor is it specifically 
designed for Indians.

Since taking office, the 
Trump administration has 
been talking about cracking 
down on the visa scheme. 

Washington, Jan. 9 (PTI): 
US Special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s team wants to 
question President Donald 
Trump as part of the inves-
tigation into alleged Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 
presidential election, media 
reports said today.

Mueller is trying to de-
termine if  Trump’s cam-
paign advisers colluded with 
the Russian government to 
influence the election.

The investigation also 
reportedly involves a probe 
into whether the President 
obstructed justice when he 
allegedly asked ex-FBI direc-
tor James Comey to drop an 
inquiry into former National 
Security Adviser Michael 
Flynn.

Flynn pleaded guilty in 
December to lying to the 
FBI about his conversations 
with the Russian ambassa-
dor, becoming the first senior 
White House official to cut a 
cooperation deal in Mueller 
s inquiry.

Now Trump’s legal team 

is pushing for a written ques-
tion and answer, multiple 
media reports said.

There was no comment 
from Muller’s office.

The White House and 
Trump has been saying that 
he is ready to cooperate as he 
has nothing to hide.

“Mr Trump’s lawyers 
are expected to try to set 
ground rules for any inter-
view or provide answers 
to written questions. If  Mr 
Trump were to refuse out-
right to cooperate, Mr Mu-
eller could respond with a 
grand jury subpoena,” The 
New York Times said.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal said some members of  
Trump’s legal team believe 
a meeting between the presi-
dent and Mueller would be 
‘gratuitous’.

“The White House does 
not comment on commu-
nications with the Office 
of  the Special Counsel out 
of respect for the Office of  
the Special Counsel and its 
process. T

he White House is con-
tinuing its full cooperation 
with the Office of the Special 
Counsel in order to facilitate 
the earliest possible reso-
lution,” an attorney, who 
heads Trump s private legal 
team, said.

The possibility of Muller 
seeking to interview Trump, 
another media outlet said is 
an indication that the inves-
tigation is entering its final 
phase.

“This is moving faster 
than anyone really realises,” 
a source told The Washing-
ton Post.

Trump is comfortable 
participating in an interview 
and believes it would put 
to rest the questions about 
whether his campaign coor-
dinated with Russia in the 
2016 election, the person 
added.

So far, Mueller has inter-
viewed several top present 
and former White House 
officials. Prominent among 
them include Trump’s son-
in-law Jarred Kushner.

Islamabad, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Balochistan Chief  Minis-
ter Nawab Sanaullah Ze-
hri resigned on Tuesday 
after Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi failed to 
resolve a political crisis in 
Pakistan’s biggest province..

Balochistan lawmak-
ers had expressed a lack 
of  confidence in the Chief  
Minister citing “unfulfilled 
commitments” while key 
ministers and advisers had 
turned dissidents, sparking 
a series of resignations and 
sackings, Dawn reported.

Abbasi is said to have 
advised Zehri to resign after 
Baloch opposition leaders 
rejected his invitation for a 
meeting, during which he 
was expected to attempt 
garnering some support 
for the beleaguered Chief  
Minister.

“We have decided not to 
meet the Prime Minister,” 
opposition leader Maulana 
Abdul Wasey was quoted as 
saying. The opposition was 
expected to table a no-confi-
dence motion against Zehri 
in the provincial assembly.

Balochistan, Pakistan’s 
largest province in land area, 
is also home to a simmering 
insurgency for which Is-
lamabad blames New Delhi.

Bangkok, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Thailand’s former Prime 
Minister Yingluck Shina-
watra, who fled the country 
to avoid being jailed over her 
role in a rice subsidy scam 
that lost billions of dollars, 
is in Britain, the country’s 
Foreign Minister said on 
Tuesday.

However, the minister 
said he had no information 
about Yingluck’s status in 
the UK or whether she had 
applied for asylum or other 
visa there, the Bangkok Post 
reported. 

Don said Yingluck may 
have used a passport issued 
by another country to enter 
the UK, because all four of  
her Thai passports were of-
ficially revoked. 

Asked if  the govern-
ment will try to expedite 
Yingluck’s extradition and 
return to Thailand to face 
justice, Don said the mat-
ter will be considered from 
every angle. 

He declined to answer 

whether the Thai govern-
ment will lodge an objection 
with the British government 
if  Yingluck applied for po-
litical asylum there, say-
ing the issue will not affect 
Thailand-Britain relations.

National police chief  
Srivara Ransibrahamana-
kul earlier said the photo 
was probably authentic. 
Yingluck disappeared short-
ly before August 25 when 
the Supreme Court’s Crimi-
nal Division for Holders 
of  Political Positions was 
scheduled to deliver judge-
ment in her rice-pledging 
scheme corruption trial. 

In her absence, the court 
postponed the ruling to Sep-
tember 27, when it handed 
Yingluck a five-year jail term 
for failure to stop false and 
corrupt government-to-gov-
ernment sales of  rice from 
the rice programme even 
though she had been told of  
the irregularities. 

It also issued a fresh 
bench warrant for her arrest.

Damascus, Jan. 9 (PTI/
AFP): The Israeli army 
overnight carried out air 
strikes and fired rockets at 
targets in Syria, causing 
damage near a “military po-
sition”, the Syrian army said 
in a statement today.

The Israeli air force 
carried out strikes on the 
Qutayfeh area northeast 
of  Damascus, hitting near 
the military position and 
causing the Syrian army to 
retaliate and “hit one of its 
planes”, the army said.

Israel also launched 
land-to-land missiles into 

Syria from the Israeli-oc-
cupied Golan Heights, but 
the Syrian army intercepted 
them, it said.

Israel’s army has car-
ried out several attacks on 
the Syrian army and its ally 
Lebanese Shiite movement 
Hezbollah since the start of  
the conflict in Syria in 2011.

Israel  seized 1,200 
square kilometres (460 
square miles) of the Golan 
Heights from Syria in the 
Six-Day War of  1967 and 
later annexed it in a move 
never recognised by the in-
ternational community.

B e i j i n g,  J a n .  9 
(IANS): French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Tuesday asked 
the European Union 
and its member states 
to have a coordinated 
approach to their po-
litical and economic 
ties with China.

In a joint media 
appearance with his 
Chinese counterpart 
Xi Jinping, Macron 
said Europe had often 
approached China in a 
scattered manner.

Both leaders met 
at the Great Hall of  
the People during the 
French President’s first 
official visit to China 
and discussed bilateral, 
European and interna-
tional cooperation, Efe 
news reported.

Macron insisted 
that he had asked the 
EU to decide the stra-
tegic sectors that must 

be protected from for-
eign investment and 
assured Xi that this 
was not directed at 
China but aimed at 
protecting the sover-
eignty of  the Euro-
pean countries, in the 
same way that China 
prohibits or restricts 
foreign investment in 
several sectors of  its 
economy.

He said he dis-
cussed differences re-
garding human rights 
and freedoms during 
his meeting with his 
Chinese counterpart, 
emphasizing that the 
goal was to achieve 
balanced coopera-
tion between the two 
countries in the face 
of France’s large trade 
deficit with China.

During Macron’s 
visit, a business forum 
in which 15 companies 
from each country par-

Juba, Jan. 9 (IANS): South 
Sudan’s former army chief  
Paul Malong Awan has 
rebelled against the gov-
ernment, officials said on 
Monday.

Presidential Spokesman 
Ateny Wek Ateny said the 
former Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Army (SPLA) chief  
of staff ordered his followers 
to attack government posi-
tions in several parts of the 
country, Xinhua reported.

Ateny said between De-
cember 26 and 28 last year, 
the former military chief  
instructed his fighters to 
attack the towns of  Aweil 
and Wau, adding that last 

week’s clashes near the capi-
tal Juba were also ordered by 
Malong.

The government bases 
its accusations on leaked 
audio tapes circulating on 
social media. The audio 
tapes recorded in the Dinka 
language could not be inde-
pendently verified.

“I can verify the voices 
of the people he spoke to. I 
know him (Malong); I know 
those who were speaking 
to him... therefore, there is 
no reason why I should not 
belief  that it was Malong,” 
Ateny added.

Malong was widely 
regarded as a key ally of  

President Salva Kiir after he 
mobilized an ethnic militia 
to fight for the Kiir admin-
istration.

But  in  May  2016 , 
Malong was sacked and put 
under house arrest before 
being allowed to leave the 
country in November to seek 
medical attention in Kenya.

Human rights groups 
have on several occasions 
accused Malong and his 
militia of committing atroci-
ties on civilians across the 
war-torn country.

The former army chief is 
also among three South Su-
danese officials sanctioned 
by the US and Canada last 

year for allegedly obstructing 
peace efforts and benefiting 
from the ongoing civil war.

South Sudan has been 
embroiled in four years of  
conflict that has created one 
of the fastest growing refu-
gee crises in the world.

A peace deal signed in 
August 2015 between the 
rival leaders under United 
Nations pressure led to the 
establishment of  a transi-
tional unity government, but 
was shattered by renewed 
fighting in July 2016.

The UN estimates that 
about 4 million South Su-
danese have been displaced 
internally and externally.

ticipated was held 
and 20 coopera-
tion agreements 
in sectors includ-
ing aeronautics, 
energy, environ-
ment, innovation 
and culture were 
signed.

Macron, who 
arrived in China 

on Monday, is 
s c h e d u l e d  t o 
end his first of-
ficial visit to the 
Asian country on 
Wednesday with 
a discussion on 
climate change at 
a scientific mili-
tary institution in 
Beijing.
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Lena Dunham, Jack 
Antonoff end relationship
Actress Lena Dunham and Bleachers frontman Jack Antonoff 
have ended their relationship after more than five years to-
gether. Dunham, 31, and Antonoff, 33, started dating in 2012. 
They broke up in December. “It was mutual. They were growing 
apart and it just made sense for them to end their relation-
ship where it was. They want the best for each other no 
matter what. They are both moving on,” said a source. 
Just two months ago, Dunham revealed on Twitter 
that she had mistakenly thought she overheard An-
tonoff talking about popping the question. 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150HILL STAR 

12.30 pm 8 pm: Tiger 
Zinda Hai (Hindi) 4 pm: Jumanji (Eng) 2D

6 pm: Insidious (Eng) 2D 
Horror

Movie Schedule

‘Padmavati’ to release as 
‘Padmavat’ on January 25

When Carey ‘stole’ Streep’s 
chair at Golden Globes

Versace family hasn’t authorised 
‘American Crime Story’

‘Game of Thrones’ 
actor to endorse men’s 
cosmetic brand

Beckhams ‘spend 
60,000 pounds’ on 
underwear closet

Madonna 
was too 
unpredictable 
for trainer

De Niro inspired 
Idris Elba to get 
into acting

A
fter months 
of uncer-
tainty, Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s 
controversial 

Hindi film “Padmavati” 
will release on January 25 
as “Padmavat” with a U/A 
certificate. It will clash 
with Akshay Kumar’s “Pad 
Man”.

“It will release as 
‘Padmavat’ on January 
25. The film has got U/A 
certificate,” sources at the 
film’s production banner 
Viacom18 Motion Pictures 
told IANS. 

“Padmavati” -- now 
“Padmavat” -- was earlier 
slated for release on De-
cember 1 but the studio 
had voluntarily deferred it 
following a long-stretched 
controversy.

The movie, star-
ring Deepika Padukone, 
Ranveer Singh and Shahid 
Kapoor, has been mired 
in a row after the Shree 
Rajput Karni Sena claimed 
it distorted historical facts 

related to the Rajput com-
munity.

The group has been 
persistent in its demand 
for a ban on the movie 
despite Bhansali’s clarifica-
tion before a Parliamenta-
ry committee that the row 
over the movie was just 
based on rumours.

Last month, the 
Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) -- in 

consultation with a special 
advisory panel -- decided 
it will grant U/A certificate 
to the movie but subject to 
five modifications, includ-
ing title change.

The makers were 
asked to add disclaimers 
-- one of them regarding 
not glorifying the practice 
of Sati and also relevant 
modifications in the song 
“Ghoomar” to befit the 

character portrayed.
An official com-

munication from team 
“Padmavat” regarding the 
final modifications has not 
been made yet.

Its release date an-
nouncement led to a stir in 
the film trade circles.

Film and trade busi-
ness expert Girish Johar 
told IANS: “It’s a complex 
situation for ‘Padmavat’. 

T
he Versace family has reportedly 
not authorised the forthcoming 
TV series about the death of late 
Italian fashion designer Gianni 
Versace.

The Versace family seems to be distanc-
ing itself from the upcoming Ryan Murphy-
produced “The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace: American Crime Story”. Just hours 
before FX held a Los Angeles premiere for 
the second season of the hit anthology 
series, the family broke their silence on the 
show, reports variety.com.

“The Versace family has neither author-
ised nor had any involvement whatsoever 
in the forthcoming TV series about the 
death of Mr. Gianni Versace. Since Versace 
did not authorise the book on which it is 
partly based nor it has taken part in the 
writing of the screenplay, this TV series 
should only be considered as a work of fic-
tion,” read an official statement. 

What the family thinks about “The 
Assassination of Gianni Versace” seem-
ingly didn’t affect the relationship between 
the current Vice President of the Versace 

Group, as well as its chief designer, Don-
atella Versace, says Penelope Cruz, who 
plays her on the series. 

On January 7 at the 75th Annual Gold-
en Globes Awards, Cruz said: “When Ryan 
told me, I said to him, ‘This sounds really 
interesting, but I have to make this call and 
I have to talk to Donatella’. I called her and 
we spoke, like, for an hour. I needed that 
conversation to say ‘yes’.

“It was a conversation where, I cannot 
share everything we talked about, but we 
have a good relationship.”

Based on the book “Vulgar Favors: 
Andrew Cunanan, Gianni Versace, and the 
Largest Failed Manhunt in US History” 
by Maureen Orth, the 10-episode second 
season will centre on the assassination of 
Gianni Versace in Miami in July 1997. Serial 
murderer Andrew, who killed five people 
that year, committed suicide eight days 
later on a house boat. The show stars Edgar 
Ramirez as Gianni Versace, Ricky Martin 
as Antonio D’Amico and Darren Criss as 
Andrew Cunanan. 

IANS

A
ctor Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau, 
known for his 
role of Jaime 
Lannister in TV 

series “Game of Thrones”, 
has been announced as 
the global brand ambassa-
dor of the male grooming 
brand L’oreal Paris Men 
Expert.

Excited for his new 
role, the actor said in a 
statement: “IÃ¢Â�Â™m 
absolutely on-board with 
Men ExpertÃ¢Â�Â™s ethos 
of being the best man you 
can be, at any age. Their 
goal to have a positive 
influence on menÃ¢Â�Â™s 
daily lives, through groom-
ing expertise, philanthropy 
and everything they sup-
port as a brand, speaks to 
me and the projects I take 
on personally.

“It’s a great honour, and 
challenge, to stand for men 
to keep aiming for their 

best, through the years.”
Pierre-Emmanuel 

Angeloglou, L’oreal Paris 
Global Brand President, 
says if there is a definition 
of an everyman hero, it is 
Coster-Waldau.

“He is a real match 
for Men Expert. Beyond 
his range as an actor, he 
is generous with his fame 
and his time, using his 
platform on one of the 
worldÃ¢Â�Â™s biggest 
series to advocate for 
progress. WeÃ¢Â�Â™re 
thrilled to welcome an 
actor of talent, and a man 
of integrity to Men Expert, 
the brand making skincare 
innovation accessible for 
our everyday heroes,” said 
Angeloglou.

Apart from his act-
ing role, Coster-Waldau 
also advocates for climate 
action and for gender 
equality.

IANS

S
tar couple David 
and Victoria 
Beckham ‘spend 
60,000 pounds’ 
on underwear 

closet at their Cotswolds 
mansion worth six million 
pounds.

It’s the latest addition 
to the Grade II-listed farm-
house, which is already 
said to contain both a 
massage room and a cat-
walk, reports mirror.co.uk.

A source told Daily 
Star Sunday: “The room 
everyone’s talking about at 
the new pad is the walk-in 
underwear room. Victoria 
has a designer wardrobe 
to the left of the bedroom 
for her clothes, another for 

her shoes and another for 
her bags.”

“Then, to the right of 
the room, is the underwear 
and nightwear chamber. 
Victoria signed-off the 
60,000 budget to get it 
designed to perfection.”

It comes with “his-and-
hers pyjamas embroidered 
with their initials and 
hundreds of pairs of their 
favourite underwear and 
nightwear brands. The kids 
have already been told it’s 
a ‘no-go zone’ and there’s 
even a security keypad at 
the door”.

David and Victoria 
bought the property last 
year. 

 S
inger Madonna’s former 
personal trainer 
Tracy Anderson has 
claimed the star was 
too unpredictable 

for her.
The “Music” hit-

maker parted ways with 
Tracy Anderson in 
2009 and the fitness 
guru has revealed 
she never knew 
what to ex-
pect when 
she 

turned 
up for her 
sessions with 
the star who is now 
59, reports femalefirst.co.uk. 

Tracy told the Sunday Times maga-
zine: “Some people are just not what 
you think. We’re very different. I’m a real 
softie...

“If I text Gwyneth (Paltrow) , or Jen-
nifer Lopez wants to book a session, or I 
text Lena (Dunham’, ‘Lena, hey, how are 
you?’ then I get a text right back. ‘Tracy, 
my sweetheart, how are youuuuu?’ It’s, 
like, consistent.

“I need consistent people in my life. 
Consistency is like my favourite word.

“So walking in and not knowing what 
I might get is tough for me.”

Tracy previously revealed the final 
straw in her working relationship with 
the ‘Like a Virgin’ singer was when she 
missed a musical performance from her 
son because of a training session with 
Madonna.

She said: “Madonna can demand 

what-
ever she wants to demand, she’s 

Madonna, that’s just what it is. It wasn’t 
working for me because my demands are, 
like, I have a kid. When I missed my son’s 
saxophone concert because of a training 
session with her, I was like, ‘I can’t do this 
anymore.’ That was it for me.”

Despite their acrimonious relation-
ship now, Madonna - who has 21-year-
old daughter Lourdes, and 17-year-old 
son Rocco from previous relationships 
and adopted kids David, 12, Mercy, 11, 
and five-year-old twins Stelle and Estere - 
previously praised Tracy as her “saviour”.

Speaking in 2009, she said: “Tracy 
Anderson is my saviour. After two Cae-
sareans, three hernia operations and 
one riding accident that left me with 10 
broken bones, she was the only one who 
could pull my body back together into 
one piece.”

IANS

They have too short a 
time before the release, 
plus there are hurdles for 
it as certain states have 
announced a blanket ban, 
and the Karni Sena contin-
ues to oppose the movie.

“However, from the 
box office point of view, 
it’s a great thing that two 
big films -- ‘Padmavat’ and 
‘Pad Man’ -- will release 
on the extended weekend. 
It will be a huge weekend. 
Audiences will have a 
choice of both films. Obvi-
ously the better one will 
have a longer run.”

“Pad Man” will see 
Akshay Kumar take on 
the role of a real life hero 
who introduced low-cost 
sanitary napkins for the 
hygiene and safety of 
women in his village.

According to the buzz, 
the “Padmavat” release 
announcement has also 
impacted the release date 
of movies like “Aiyaary” 
and “Pari”.

IANS

V
eteran actress Meryl Streep says she was not ex-
pecting to find singer Mariah Carey on her seat at 
the Golden Globe Awards ceremony.

On “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”, Streep shared her 
reaction to Carey accidentally stealing her seat 

during a commercial break.
“B***h stole my seat,” Streep jokingly told host Jimmy 

Kimmel.
“Yeah, I came over and there she was next to (Steven) 

Spielberg sucking up. She said, ‘Oh my god they made 
me sit down!’ Because you know we’re moving they 
make you... Everyone has to drop to their seat,” the 
celebrated actress recalled, likening the moment 
to musical chairs.

“I was left out. I said, ‘No, no. Stay there. I’ll sit 
on your lap.’ Because you know it looked comfy,” 
Streep said.

During the 75th annual awards show, Carey, 
who was nominated for her song in the animated 
film “The Star”, tweeted from the audience about 
her encounter with Streep, who was nominated 
for best actress.

“Got caught mingling on the way to the loo 
during a commercial break... Took the first seat 
available, happens to be right next to Steven 
Spielberg,” Carey wrote.

“Cut to next commercial break, guess 
who comes back to her seat....” Accord-
ing to Carey, Streep told her: “You can 
take my seat any time!”

 IANS

I
dris Elba says it was 
because of veteran 
Hollywood star Robert 
De Niro that he got into 
acting.

“I was inspired by Robert 
De Niro,” Elba said when 
asked what inspired him to 
make the move from being a 
wedding DJ to movies, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

“I had skipped school one 
afternoon when I was 16 to go 
and see ‘Once Upon A Time 
In America’. I was blown away 
by his performance. The fol-
lowing day, I told my school 
acting teacher that I wanted to 

be like De 
Niro,” he 
told Psy-
chologies 
magazine. 

Elba added: 
“My teacher, 
who believed in 
my talent, told me 
it was important 
to pursue your 
dreams, and that 
one day I would 
become a great actor. 
That is what set me on 
my way.”

Asked if his suc-
cesses over the past two 
decades have ever felt 
surreal, he said: “I’m still 
shocked by how I’ve man-
aged to reach these great 
heights after 25 years of hard 
work and a lot of struggle, 
but it makes me want to 
work hard.

 IANS
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Marion Bartoli

Zinedine Zidane

Rafael Nadal said his knee held up “fine” during his lose to Richard Gasquet at the Kooyong Classic tourna-
ment in Melbourne.

Chinese media have been filled for days with reports that a deal has 
been reached for Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang to 
move to Fabio Cannavaro’s Chinese Super League champions Guang-
zhou Evergrande a er the Bundesliga season.

Mar n Gup ll blasted 55 off 31 balls a er the rain break to be unbeaten on 86 as New Zealand took an 
eight-wicket win over Pakistan in a rain-shortened second ODI in Nelson.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1699SUD0KU 1539
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1698

Across
1 Comic actress Tessie
6 Annoying type
10 Catch the wind under one’s 

wings
14 Mild panics
15 Santa syllables
16 “A ___ of Two Cities”
17 Vitamin B acid
18 “Author unknown”: Abbr.
19 Mother of the Valkyries
20 Six-line stanzas
22 Ordained
24 Midwest Indians
26 Become depleted
27 Onetime Great Lake Indians
30 Art student’s prop
32 Seaport on the Strait of 

Gibraltar
34 Graceful girl
38 Atmosphere
39 Actress Blakley
41 Assent of Paris
42 Irish county
45 Kind of diet
48 “The Glass-Bead Game” 

author
50 Poured
51 Cherry red
54 Casino machines
56 Notified of danger
58 Camera stands
62 B.A. and B.S., e.g.
63 Brake element
65 A bit too interested
66 Midge
67 Audio feedback of a sort

68 City in the Ruhr Valley
69 Half of zwei
70 Begin a hand
71 Act the coquette
Down
1 Kills, in mob slang
2 Blackthorn
3 “Laughing Cavalier” artist
4 Quintessence
5 Monk, perhaps
6 Cycle part
7 Ages and ages
8 Did a smith’s job
9 Darkroom solutions
10 Without a smile
11 Had a row?

12 Birch kin
13 “All systems go!”
21 “___ With Love” (Poitier 

film)
23 Stage signals
25 Occasions for holding 

hands
27 Address for a lady
28 “Would ___ to you?”
29 Indian tourist town
31 “... against ___ of 

troubles”
33 “Friends” role
35 Advance
36 Be a crybaby
37 Got a move on

40 Faux pas
43 Yens
44 Archaic bidding
46 Wool-like fabric
47 Incline (to)
49 Ranked for a tournament
51 Sponge
52 1985 Nicholas Gage best 

seller
53 Daughter of King Lear
55 Maj.’s next step up
57 Monopoly rollers
59 “Odyssey” peak
60 Low grades
61 “Auld Lang ___”
64 Doo-wop song syllable

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1538

Zidane voted French Coach of the Year

Chokri Area wrestling meet on Jan. 12

Nadal beaten in Melbourne 

Marion Bartoli looking forward to return to court

Chinese FA warns clubs over Aubameyang ‘bidding war’

Guptill guides New Zealand 
to easy win over Pakistan
Nelson (New Zealand), 
Jan. 9 (IANS): Riding 
on Martin Guptill’s brisk 
half-century, New Zea-
land gained a 2-0 lead in 
their five-match ODI series 
against Pakistan notching 
a comfortable eight-wicket 
win on the DLS Method in 
a rain-interrupted second 
encounter here on Tuesday.

In the rain-affected 
match, New Zealand were 
set a revised target of  151 
in 25 overs after Pakistan 
posted 246/9 in 50 overs 
-- thanks to half-centuries 
from Mohammad Hafeez 
(60 off  71), Shadab Khan 
(52 off  68) and Hasan Ali 
(51 off  31). 

However, there was a 
two-hour delay caused by 
rain after 14 overs, when 
New Zealand were 64/2. 
The chase was a tricky one, 
with the home side needing 
87 runs in 11 overs.

Guptill shifted gears af-
ter play resumed, ending 
unbeaten on a 71-ball 86, 
to help New Zealand past 
the target with seven balls 
remaining. Guptill was bat-
ting on 31 off  40 balls when 
rain intervened, but on re-
sumption, he accumulated 

56 runs off  just 32 balls, 
ending with five sixes and 
as many fours.

New Zealand didn’t 
get off  to the best of  starts 
though, as Colin Munro, 
the in-form big-hitter, was 
caught early dismissed by 
Mohammed Amir. 

Skipper Kane William-
son didn’t last long either, 
sent back for 19, as the 
home side managed just 

47/2 by the 10th over. 
However, Guptill and 

Ross Taylor turned things 
around, the senior states-
men combining for an un-
broken 104-run stand to 
take New Zealand past their 
target.

They were particularly 
belligerent after the rain-
break -- Guptill picked 
Hasan Ali for consecutive 
sixes in the 16th over. He 

followed that up with an-
other six and a four in the 
next over off  Shadab Khan. 

Taylor joined in at the 
other end, picking runs off  
Rumman Raees in the next 
over, and with the frequency 
of boundaries as high as it 
was, the match soon slipped 
away from Pakistan.

Earlier, Pakistan recov-
ered well from a precarious 
39/3 by the 11th over to 

Paris, Jan. 9 (Reuters): For-
mer Wimbledon champion 
Marion Bartoli just wants to 
enjoy herself  and play big 
matches when she returns 
to competitive tennis in 
March after more than four 
years in retirement.

The Frenchwoman quit 
tennis in 2013 weeks after 
winning her maiden grand 
slam title at Wimbledon, 
saying her body could no 
longer cope with the de-
mands of  the sport. She 
contracted a serious virus 
last year and feared for her 
life.

The 33-year-old said she 
had been psychologically 
damaged by a relationship 

Kohima, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The 27th meet of  Chokri 
Area Wrestling Associa-
tion (CAWA) will be held 
at Khulazu Basa village, 
local ground under Phek 
district on Jan. 12. A press 
release was issued by the 
organising committee on 
Tue.

Dr. Chotisüh Sazo, Ad-
visor, Social Welfare will 
grace the occasion as the 
chief  guest, and Vivolie 
Kezo, class-1 contractor as 
the guest of  honour.  

Cash prizes will be 

awarded to the four best 
Naga style wrestlers where-
in the champion will walk 
home with a cash prize 
of  INR 70,000 sponsored 
by CAWA, while the sec-
ond prize will  receive 
INR 60,000 sponsored by 
Mhaseto Nakro, principal, 
Polytechnic College Atoi-
zu followed by third with 
INR 50, 000 sponsored by 
Ciekrotso Chüzho, class 
-1 contractor and fourth 
INR 40,000 sponsored by 
Zhovehü Kezo, secretary, 
VDB Khulazu Basa.

The one-day event will 
feature some of  the top 
wrestlers in the Chokri 
area like Venuzo Dawhuo, 
Pfusato Tetseo, Besühveto 
Cümu, Thepukhoyi Swiiro 
etc.

The organising com-
mittee has invited all the 
well-wishers and spectators 
to witness the event.

Tickets will be available 
at the venue at INR 1000 
for donors, INR 400 for 
chair middle row, INR 200 
for chair third row and gal-
lery at INR 100.

Melbourne, Jan. 9 (AFP): 
World number one Rafael 
Nadal lost his first match of  
the year 6-4, 7-5 to Richard 
Gasquet at the Kooyong 
Classic on Tuesday, but 
said he was happy after his 
troublesome knee held up 
“fine”.

Nadal’s knee injury 
hampered the end of  his 
2017 season and forced him 
to skip last week’s Brisbane 
International, but he was 
able to give it a workout at 
the non-tour event in Mel-
bourne. Though he lost in 
straight sets, the Spaniard 
said he would keep working 

hard until the start of  the 
Australian Open at Mel-
bourne Park on Monday.

“I”m very happy to be 
back in Australia,” he said. 
“I had a heavy year in 2017 
and I started my prepara-
tion later than usual.

“But I’ve arrived in 
plenty of time. It’s great to 
get the feeling once again of  
playing a match.

“This was a good test 
for me after some good 
training, that’s the most 
important thing.”

The 16-time Grand 
Slam winner was far from 
his best in the exhibition 

encounter against a player 
he has beaten 15-0 on the 
ATP Tour in a rivalry dating 
back to junior days.

Nadal, 31, heads the 
entry list for the Australian 
Open and said he will be 
ready to front up for the first 
round.

“The knee is fine,” he 
said in answer to the inevi-
table question. “I’m here.

“If  I was not feeling 
good I would not be here, 
so that’s good news.

“I’ll train hard over 
the next few days for the 
Australian Open, I will be 
ready.”

Paris, Jan. 9 (IANS): Real 
Madrid head coach Zin-
edine Zidane was elected as 
French Coach of the Year by 
the France Football maga-
zine for the second straight 
year, following his successful 
2017 with five trophies.

Zidane led Real Madrid 
to La Liga, UEFA Champi-
ons League, UEFA Super 
Cup, Spanish Super Cup 
and FIFA Club World Cup 
victories in 2017. The team 
were the first to have defend-
ed their title in Champions 
League era, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

H e  ove r s h a d owe d 
French national team head 
coach Didier Deschamps 
and Ligue 1 club Lyon’s 
manager Bruno Genesio in 
the vote, and received his 
accolade at the club’s train-
ing base.

Zidane had been named 
Best FIFA Men’s Coach in 
2017 before his latest award.

246/9 at the end of  their 
stipulated 50 overs. 

Hafeez and Shoaib Ma-
lik added a 45-run partner-
ship to steady the innings, 
but they were in trouble 
once again when the stand 
was broken.

Malik succumbed to 
dot-ball pressure and holed 
out off  Astle for a 46-ball 
27, prompting a mini-slide -- 
Sarfraz Ahmed (3), Hafeez 
and Faheem Ashraf (7) all 
followed suit in quick suc-
cession, as Pakistan fell to 
141/7.

However, Shadab and 
Hasan Ali then added a 
70-run stand to once again 
steady the innings, taking 
them closer to the 250-
mark, with the latter scor-
ing his maiden half-century 
in the format.

Southee returned in the 
death-breakthrough with 
the wicket of  Hasan Ali, 
while Lockie Ferguson had 
Shadab sent back in the 
final over to end with figures 
of 3/39.

The home side had ear-
lier won the opening ODI in 
Wellington by 61 runs and 
will now face the Pakistanis 
on Saturday at Dunedin.

Things went in the op-
posite way for Real Madrid 
this season, especially in the 
league, as they have trailed 
by 16 points behind leaders 
Barcelona.

They will face Paris 
Saint-Germain, who re-
cruited Neymar and Kylian 
Mbappe and targeted at the 

title, in Champions League 
round of 16.

“I prepared myself  and 
prepared well for that...I’m 
not surprised when things 
work a little less well. Today, 
yes, the danger is there, but 
I will not change,” he told 
France Football to be issued 
on Tuesday.  

that pushed her to lose a lot 
of  weight, resulting in her 
being barred from playing 

in an invitational event at 
Wimbledon in 2016.

“I let myself  get de-

stroyed by someone and 
I did not think it was pos-
sible,” Bartoli told French 
sports daily L‘Equipe.

“When I retired, I was 
the happiest in the world. 
Then I met my ex boyfriend 
in May 2014 and everyday 
he would tell me that I was 
fat.

Every day. He would see 
a thin girl on the street and 
tell me: ‘See how skinny 
and pretty she is’.”

Bartoli plans to return 
in March in Miami if  she is 
in shape.

“I want to prove to my-
self  that I am alive. If  I 
come back, it is to try and 
play big matches on big 

courts and feel those emo-
tions again,” she said.

“I obviously need to 
lose weight, between five 
and seven kilos. I will not go 
back on court if  I‘m not at 
my optimum weight.”

Bartoli is working hard 
to be fit.

“When I‘m at the CNE 
(French national tennis cen-
tre), I arrive at 9 am and 
leave at 9 pm. I play tennis 
between three hour and a 
half  and four hours,” she 
said.

“I am happy to wake 
up every morning, to be 
healthy and to have the en-
ergy to do the things I want 
to do during the day.”

Shanghai, Jan. 9 (AFP): 
China’s football association 
(CFA) warned Tuesday 
that it would punish teams 
who flout its transfer rules, 
following reports two clubs 
are battling to sign striker 
Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang.

Chinese Super League 
(CSL) champions Guang-
zhou Evergrande are re-
portedly prepared to pay at 
least 70 million euros for 
the Borussia Dortmund at-
tacker, trumping an offer by 
rivals Beijing Guoan.

The CFA last year intro-
duced a 100 percent tax on 
incoming foreign transfers 
in an effort to encourage 
Chinese clubs to invest on 
local youth players, but me-
dia reports suggest both 
clubs are prepared to either 
incur the penalty or find a 
way to circumvent it.

Evergrande denied they 
were pursuing Aubameyang 
-- without explicitly nam-
ing him -- but that was not 

before the CFA made plain 
its anger.

The CFA too did not 
name the striker but made 
a clear reference to the 
28-year-old and Evergrande 
and Guoan.

“The news of two clubs 
suspected of engaging in a 

bidding war on a transfer 
has caused social concern,” 
it said in a statement, add-
ing that it had asked them 
to explain.

“In the next step of the 
investigation, if  any viola-
tions are found, the Chinese 
FA will handle this seriously 

according to law and regula-
tion.”

Stressing that the 100 
percent surcharge was ap-
plicable in the current win-
ter transfer window and in 
the year ahead, the CFA 
warned: “We will watch 
closely every club’s transfer 
movement in the new sea-
son and increase scrutiny.

“The Chinese FA will 
seriously investigate and 
will not tolerate any viola-
tion or any loophole-ex-
ploiting behaviour.”

The hard-hitting mis-
sive is the latest salvo in the 
Chinese government’s war 
on “irrational” overseas 
investments -- a word also 
used in the CFA statement 
-- as football authorities at-
tempt to rein in CSL clubs 
who have shelled out record 
amounts for foreign stars.

A year ago, Shanghai 
SIPG smashed the Asian 
transfer record to sign Chel-
sea’s attacking midfielder 
Oscar for 60 million euros.

However, with the 100 
percent levy in place last 
summer, Tianjin Quan-
jian secured French striker 
Anthony Modeste from 
Cologne on a two-year loan 
deal, rather than buying 
him outright.

Dortmund have dis-
missed the Aubameyang 
transfer talk as speculation, 
but Chinese media has been 
filled for several days with 
multiple reports that a deal 
has been reached for him 
to move to Fabio Canna-
varo’s Evergrande after the 
Bundesliga season.

Soon after the CFA 
statement, Evergrande hit 
out at “the purely fictitious” 
reports and threatened legal 
action.

“We will, as we always 
have, strictly follow the FA’s 
regulations on transfers,” 
the club said.

“We reserve our legal 
right to pursue those re-
sponsible for the inaccurate 
reports.”
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Team Nagaland with the officials during the opening ceremony.

Representa ves of the six houses seen during the oath taking 
ceremony.

Winners of SWA wrestling meet with others a er the compe on on Jan. 9.

Venus Williams of the U.S. plays a forehand to Germany's Angelique Kerber in their women's singles 
match at the Sydney Interna onal tennis tournament in Sydney on Tuesday.

AP/PTI

Head of North Korean delega on Ri Son Gwon, center, is greeted by South Korean officials a er he 
crosses the border line to a end their mee ng at Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in Paju, South 
Korea on Tuesday. North Korea agreed Tuesday to send a delega on to next month's Winter Olympics 
in South Korea, Seoul officials said, as the bi er rivals sat for rare talks at the border to discuss how to 
cooperate in the Olympics and improve their long-strained es.

AP/PTI

N. Korea to send Olympic team 
to South after high-level talks

Yusuf Pathan suspended for 5 months for doping

Defending champion Konta, Williams exit Sydney International

Trevor Bayliss to step down as England coach next year

Nagaland wins three Gold; 
16 medals in total so far

Kidima Youth Organisation 
annual sports meet underway

United, Tottenham to play 
League Two sides in FA Cup

Venuzo is Secheku wrestling champion

Seoul, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
North Korea will send a 
delegation to the 2018 Win-
ter Olympic Games taking 
place in South Korea in 
February, the two sides an-
nounced as they held long-
anticipated high-level talks 
on Tuesday.

Held at the truce village 
of  Panmunjom, a heav-
ily fortified border area 
in South Korea's North 
Hwanghae province, the 
high-level meeting was the 
first of its kind since Decem-
ber 2015. Both sides also 
discussed ways to improve 
their long-stalled bilateral 
ties.

The North Korea's dele-
gation to the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics will in-
clude athletes, officials and 
supporters, the BBC re-
ported. 

Five representatives 
from the highest levels of  
both governments -- includ-
ing South Korean Unifica-
tion Minister Cho Myoung-
gyon and the North Korean 
chairman of the Committee 
for the Peaceful Reunifi-
cation of  the Country, Ri 
Son-gwon were present at 
the meeting.

"The North side pro-
posed dispatching a high-
level delegation, National 

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): Venuzo Vadeo 
from Porba village emerged the champion 
of Secheku Wrestling Association (SWA) 
26th wrestling meet at Pholami village on 
Tuesday.

Venuzo Vadeo pocketed a cash prize of  
INR 80,000 while the second placed Niek-
hozo Keroh from Gidemi village received 
INR 60,000.

Hutave Sakhamo from Porba village 

bagged third position and received INR 
40,000.

Fourth position winner Khruto Medeo 
from Pholami village walked home with 
INR 20,000.

56 wrestlers vied for the championship.
The top four wrestlers along with eight 

others will represent SWA at the forthcom-
ing Chakhesang Wrestling Association 
meet at Chetheba from Feb. 8 to 9.

London, Jan. 9 (Reuters): 
Trevor Bayliss will step 
down as England coach 
when his contract expires 
after the home Ashes series 
in 2019, the Australian said 
on Tuesday.

Bayliss took the job in 
2015, leading England to a 
home series win over Aus-
tralia and to the 2016 World 
Twenty20 final, but he in-
formed England cricket 
director Andrew Strauss a 
year ago that he was plan-
ning to step down.

“I told Andrew Strauss 
probably 12 months ago that 

London, Jan. 9 (IANS): League Two side 
Yeovil, the lowest-ranked side in the draw 
of  the FA Cup football tournament, will 
host Manchester United in a fourth round 
tie, for the second time in four seasons.

In 2015, Yeovil lost to United United 
0-2 thanks to goals from Ander Herrera and 
Angel Di Maria.

"I don't think I could pick anyone bet-
ter to go up against in 
the world we live in at 
the moment," Yeovil 
boss Darren Way told 
the club's website and 
was quoted by ES-
PNFC on Monday 
night. 

"It was an ex-
traordinary achievement to get to the fourth 
round and to get Manchester United is a 
special moment for the club.

"I want everyone to enjoy it and em-
brace the fantastic challenge. The players 
and supporters deserve it. It's going to be a 
magical day."

Meanwhile, fellow League Two side 
Newport will host Tottenham. Newport 
coach Mike Flynn told his club's official 
website: "I'm over the moon. I'm so excited. 
"It's an amazing draw and it looks like a 
good candidate for TV. It's going to be so 
important for the club's finances."

If  Mansfield, another club from the 
fourth tier, can overcome Cardiff  at home 
in a replay, they can welcome Pep Guar-

diola-coached Manchester City to Field 
Mill ground.

Two all-Premier League ties are guar-
anteed with Liverpool once more at home 
against West Bromwich Albion and South-
ampton facing Watford at St Mary's.

Newcastle will visit either Chelsea or 
Norwich, while Bournemouth would end 
up facing West Ham on the south coast 

if  those two clubs can 
overcome respective re-
plays against Wigan and 
Shrewsbury.

Nottingham Forest, 
who dumped holders 
Arsenal out of  the FA 
Cup, and announced the 
appointment of  Aitor 

Karanka as their new manager on Monday, 
visit Hull, the side the Gunners beat in the 
2014 final.
The draw:
Liverpool vs West Brom; Peterborough vs 
Fleetwood or Leicester; Huddersfield vs 
Birmingham; Notts County vs Wolves or 
Swansea; Yeovil vs Manchester United; 
Carlisle or Sheffield Weds vs Stevenage or 
Reading; Cardiff  or Mansfield vs Manches-
ter City; MK Dons vs Coventry; Millwall 
vs Rochdale; Southampton vs Watford; 
Middlesbrough vs Brighton; Bournemouth 
or Wigan vs Shrewsbury or West Ham; 
Hull vs Nottingham Forest; Newport 
County vs Tottenham; Norwich or Chelsea 
vs Newcastle; Sheffield United vs Preston.

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
The 53rd Kidima Youth 
Organisation annual sports 
meet 2018 got underway on 
Jan. 8 with Videpal Ltu, vice 
principal of  Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Chiechama, Government of  
Nagaland as the chief  guest 
at Kidima local ground.

Addressing the occa-
sion Ltu said that the 21st-
century countries fought 
through sports unlike war 
with weapons. A true sports-
man requires strength, stam-
ina, dedication, technique 
with perseverance, Ltu said. 
Sports are an industry for 
economy and employment, 
he added.

The sports meet com-

Olympic Committee delega-
tion, athletes, supporters, 
art performers, observers, a 
taekwondo demonstration 
team and journalists to the 
Games," Seoul's Vice Unifi-
cation Minister Chun Hae-
sung told journalists. 

The South proposed 
that athletes from both Ko-
reas march together at the 
opening ceremony in Py-
eongchang as they did at the 

2006 Winter Olympics.
A mil i tar y hot l ine 

between the nations, sus-
pended for nearly two years, 
was also reinstated, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

The North notified the 
South that it reconnected 
the hotline on the west coast 
earlier in the day, according 
to a South Korean govern-
ment official. The line will 
be operating normally start-

ing 8 a.m. on Wednesday. 
Pyongyang already re-

stored the border hotline 
with Seoul last week. 

Seoul also proposed re-
suming negotiations over 
military issues and the 
North's nuclear programme. 
The South said it would 
consider temporarily lifting 
relevant sanctions, in co-
ordination with the UN, to 
facilitate the North's partici-

Mumbai, Jan. 9 (IANS): 
Indian all-rounder Yusuf  
Pathan has been suspended 
for five months for doping, 
the Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
announced on Tuesday 
adding that this period will 
end on January 14.

The BCCI said Pathan 
had been serving the back-
dated five-month suspen-
sion from August 15.

Pathan failed a dope 
test conducted during a 
domestic T-20 tournament 
on March 16, 2017 and 
had since been provision-
ally suspended. After he 
admitted to the charge, he 
was handed a five-month 
suspension, a BCCI state-
ment here said.

"Yusuf Pathan has been 
suspended for a doping vio-
lation. Pathan had inadver-
tently ingested a prohibited 

Dimapur, Jan. 9 (EMN): 
Nagaland has so far won 16 
medals with three gold’ at 
the ongoing 4th Northeast 
Taekwondo Championship 
currently underway at DSA, 
Karimganj. 

Nagaland 's Neikhozo 
Naprantsu struck the first 
gold medal for the state in 
the U-33 kgs cadet boys on 
Monday.

Hinglakbo Nike and Za-
kieneikho Peseyie secured 

the second and third gold 
medal in the U-45 kg and 
over 65 kg cadet boys cat-
egory on Tuesday.

Nagaland also won four 
silver and eight bronze med-
als, totaling 16 in various cat-
egories in the championship. 

The championship is 
organised by Karimganj 
District Taekwondo As-
sociation and played under 
the aegis of North-East Tae-
kwondo Union (NETU).

A 45 member team un-
der the aegis of  Nagaland 
Taekwondo Association 
(NTA) is taking part in the 
three day championship 
which will conclude on 
Wednesday. 

Six Northeast states of  
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Megha-
laya Nagaland and SSB 
teams with 232 players and 
25 officials are part of  the 
championship.

pation in the Olympics.
The North's response to 

all of the South's proposals 
was not yet known. The 
opening remarks of  head 
of  the North Korean del-
egation, Ri Son-gwon, were 
fairly neutral.

Ri said he hoped the 
talks would bring a "good 
gift" for the new year and 
that the North had a "seri-
ous and sincere stance".

Tuesday's meeting came 
after North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un extended 
a rare rapprochement to 
Seoul in his New Year's Day 
message. 

Following Kim's over-
ture, the South then pro-
posed high-level talks to 
discuss the North's partici-
pation in the Games, but the 
North only agreed to the 
talks after the US and South 
Korea agreed to delay their 
joint military exercises until 
after the Olympics. The 
North sees the annual drills 
as a rehearsal for war.

The talks came as North 
Korea is under tough inter-
national sanctions over its 
nuclear and missile provo-
cations. 

It conducted its sixth 
nuclear test and fired three 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs) last year.

prises of  both women 
and men with six houses 
namely Makromi Cultural 
Society (MSC), Optimis-
tic Club Kidima (OCK), 

Puchotso Kintso Club 
(PKC), Sachütso Youth 
Club (SYC), Temi Youth 
Club (TYC) and Virhatso 
Khathitso Society (VKS).

substance, which can be 
commonly found in cough 
syrups," the statement said.

"His urine sample was 

tested and found to contain 
Terbutaline, which is pro-
hibited both in and out of  
competition in the WADA 

Prohibited List of Substanc-
es," it added.

On October 27, Pathan 
was charged with the com-
mission of an Anti-Doping 
Rule Violation (ADRV) un-
der the BCCI Anti-Doping 
Rules (ADR) Article 2.1 
and provisionally suspend-
ed pending determination 
of the charge.

Pathan responded that 
a medication containing 
Terbutaline was mistakenly 
given to him, instead of the 
medication prescribed for 
him, which did not contain 
any prohibited substance.

"The BCCI is satisfied 
with Pathan's explanation 
that he had taken Terbuta-
line inadvertently to treat 
an Upper Respiratory Tract 
Infection (URTI) and not as 
a performance-enhancing 
drug," the statement said.

"Having considered all 

of  the evidence and taken 
expert external advice, the 
BCCI has accepted Pa-
than's explanation ... and 
has agreed that a period of  
ineligibility of  five months 
should apply, together with 
the disqualification of  cer-
tain results," it added.

Yusuf promised that he 
will be careful in future to 
avoid such problems.

"I wish to thank the @
BCCI for allowing me to 
plead my case in a fair and 
reasonable manner. I have 
always competed in a fair 
and transparent manner. 
Competing for India and 
Baroda has been a matter of  
immense pride and encour-
agement for me. I would 
never act in any manner 
to bring my motherland 
and Baroda in any kind 
of  disrepute," he said in a 
statement.

Sydney, Jan. 9 (Reuters): 
Defending champion Jo-
hanna Konta was bundled 
out in the first round of  the 
Sydney International by 
Agnieszka Radwanska and 
Venus Williams also lost 
in her first match of  the 
tournament on Tuesday.

Radwanska, overpow-
ered in 82 minutes by Kon-
ta in last year’s final, raced 
to a 6-3 7-5 victory over 
the Briton at the Olympic 
Tennis Centre.

Neither player was able 
to dominate on service in 
the first set and Konta won 
just two of  her 11 second 
serve points as Radwanska 
converted three of  her five 
break opportunities.

Konta again had trou-
ble holding serve in the 
second set but showed 
signs of  a fightback when 
she broke while trailing 
4-1, but she could not push 
on as Radwanska sealed 
victory in one hour, 49 
minutes.

Second seed Williams 
was beaten 5-7 6-3 6-1 

by Germany’s Angelique 
Kerber in under two hours.

Kerber started the first 
set stronger and looked to 
have Williams on the ropes 

when she opened up a 5-3 
lead and created two set 
points on the American’s 
serve before Williams ral-
lied.

The seven-times grand 
slam champion survived 
the Kerber onslaught with 
an ace and a forehand win-
ner and, with her confi-

dence restored, took the 
first set.

But Kerber fought back 
strong as Williams strug-
gled with her service.

The German levelled 
the match at a set apiece 
and raced into a 5-0 lead 
in the decider before Wil-
liams rallied again, but the 
American succumbed to 
the inevitable on her fifth 
match point, sending a 
backhand return wide.

Konta’s first-round loss 
continued some worrying 
early season performances 
for the 26-year-old world 
number nine.

She struggled last week 
in Brisbane before with-
drawing from her quarter-
final with a hip injury.

Radwanska, who was 
upset by American quali-
fier Sachia Vickery in the 
Auckland quarter-finals 
last week, meets American 
qualifier Catherine Bellis 
in the second round in 
Sydney while Kerber faces 
Dominika Cibulkova in 
the quarter-finals.

September 2019 is when I‘m 
contracted to and that would 
see me out,” Bayliss said 
after England’s 4-0 Ashes 
defeat in Australia.

”I’ve never been any-

where any more than four or 
five years. Whether you’re 
going well or not I’ve always 
felt that round about that 
four-year mark is time to 
change.

“A new voice, a slightly 
different approach slightly 
reinvigorates things, so I 
passed that on to him 12 
months ago.” Bayliss, 55, 
also led England to a test 
series win in South Africa 
and he will leave the job next 
year after a home summer 
that also includes the World 
Cup in England.

“I’ve got no problem 
working towards a long-
term goal even if I‘m not go-
ing to be there,” said Bayliss, 
a former Sri Lanka coach.

“You leave a coaching 
position hopefully with the 

team in a better place than 
when you started. Joe Root 
as the captain will still be 
there and there’s a base of  
six or seven players that 
will still be young and good 
enough to be in the team,” 
he added.

“The captain is  in 
charge, but we’re there to 
help out. Joe is a young 
captain and I would ex-
pect in four years when he 
comes back, with another 
four years’ experience and 
an away Ashes under his 
belt, he’ll feel a lot more 
comfortable.”


