
PT
I

WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

NatioN ENtErtaiNmENt SportS

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 03°

Agartala 22° 07°

Gangtok 18° 03°

Guwahati 22° 06°

Imphal 21° 01°

Itanagar 20° 07°

Shillong 16° 01°

Delhi 21° 07°

Kolkata 22° 08°

Chennai 29° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16° 01°
DIMAPUR 21° 07°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 72%
DIMAPUR Nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): In the matter of mere 
48 hours it would appear that most of the ma-
jor Naga organisations had come to some sort 
of a collective agreement to pressurise Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to defer the forth-
coming assembly elections in Nagaland. 

The trigger was first pulled on Sun. when 
four Nagaland-based organisations including 
the Nagaland Tribes Council, the Against Cor-
ruption and Unabated Taxation, the Central 
Nagaland Tribes Council and the Nagaland 
GB Federation announced their respective 
call to the prime minister to defer the elec-
tions in the state. 

Four more Naga organisations on Mon. is-
sued copies of their respective representation 
to Modi repeating calls to the prime minister 
to reschedule the elections and ensure ‘solu-
tion’ to the Indo-Naga talks before conduct-
ing polls in the state. 

Naga Hoho 
“Apparently, the Naga peace Accord is now at 
its final stage and likely to culminate in a very 
short time basing on the fact that the Centre’s 
Interlocutor and the NSCN/GPRN had earlier 
issued a joint statement that they were closer 
than ‘ever before to the final settlement and 
hope to conclude it sooner than later’. RN 
Ravi, Interlocutor, had also categorically said 
on 6th July, 2017 during his interaction with 
Naga Civil societies and media fraternity at 
Kohima, Nagaland that ‘we are close to a solu-
tion and we wanted to have one more round 
of consultation with the Naga civil society.’

“Most importantly, the 19th Session of 
12th Nagaland Legislative Assembly (NLA) on 
15th December, 2017 has formally adopted 
resolution on the Naga political issue and 
urged the government of India (GoI) to take 
‘emergent and extraordinary steps’ for usher-
ing in an ‘honourable and acceptable solu-

tion’ to the issue before the general elections 
scheduled in March 2018, besides urging 
Election Commission of India (ECI) not to 
announce election schedule until the GoI ar-
rived at a solution. In the same manner, the 
Ex-Parliamentarians, NSCN/GPRN, six Naga 
National political groups (NNPGs), tribe Ho-
hos and Naga civil societies are all in support 
of solution before elections,” the Naga Hoho 
representation to Modi read. 

According to the Naga Hoho: “We under-
stand that timely conduct of elections as per 
the constitutional provision is a necessity, 
however, the same can be delayed for a short 
period for the greater national interest and, 
particularly, in the interest of the law and or-
der situation in the state of Nagaland. While 
it is noted that the Supreme Court of India 
has reiterated the supremacy of the Election 
Commission to decide upon the time-frame 
for elections, yet, at the same time the Su-
preme Court of India has also observed that 
there may be certain circumstances which 
may warrant a delay in the holding of Elec-
tions. 

“In view of the exceptional situation pre-
vailing in the state of Nagaland as a result of 
the ongoing negotiations of the Naga peace 
Accord, the notification for conducting elec-
tions at this juncture is fraught with compli-
cations. It is the unanimous view of the Naga 
people that the political solution/ Naga peace 
Accord is more important than elections and 
therefore it has become imperative that the 
elections to the Legislative Assembly of Na-
galand be deferred for peace and tranquillity.

Naga Mothers' Association 
The Naga Mothers’ Association made avail-
able to the media its letter to Modi in which 
the organisation echoed the call to postpone 
the elections to the Nagaland state assembly. 

“The aspirations of Naga women for 
peace and a solution to the prolonged Naga 
political issue lies at the heart and home of 
every Naga mother, wife, sister and daughter 
who have lost thousands of our loved ones 
to the Naga cause of freedom...for years we 
have seen and followed the ongoing  peace 
talks and at this stage in our political history 
it is imperative that due chance must be giv-
en  for the ongoing peace dialogue with dif-
ferent political groups to take its course and 
the electoral  process be postponed for some 
time, till the peace talk is resolved,” the NMA 
statement read. 

The NMA also objected to the recent 
declaration of Nagaland as a disturbed area. 
“Since 1958, the Nagas have suffered inhu-
man atrocities and violations of human rights 
under the immunity of Armed Forces and 
impunity of the AFSPA. We urge your esteem 
office to reconsider the imposition of this dra-
conian law in the midst of the peace process 
and prove that the government of India truly 
speaks the language of peace. 

“That, the NMA shares our deep concern 
for the necessity to consider a ceasefire again 
between the NSCN K and the government of 
India to bring about lasting peace,” it read.  

Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation 
The Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation 
(ENPO) issued a copy of its representation 
submitted to Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh. 

“...we take this opportunity to apprise to 
your kind knowledge that, in view of the fi-
nal stage of negotiations for arriving at an 
honourable solution to the Naga political 
issue and other important matters pertain-
ing to eastern Nagaland, the ENPO held a 
public level crucial consultative meet on 21st 
December 2017 and whereby, after day long 

agitated deliberations on the issue, it unani-
mously resolved to urge the govt. of India to 
amicably resolve the protracted Naga political 
issue, acceptable, honorable and beneficial to 
all as desired by the Naga public in general  
before declaration of election to the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, 2018. 

“...as such, declaring and holding of elec-
tion without solving the vexed Naga political 
problem would only invite misunderstanding 
and misgivings among the people. May we 
therefore, appeal the Union Home Minister, 
GoI to take up the matter to a higher level de-
liberations (sic) and give chance to the Naga 
people to live peacefully,” it read. 

Additionally, two more Nagaland-based 
organisations issued separate statements 
informing of their respective support to the 
calls made by various Naga organisations to 
defer elections. 

Indigenous Minority Tribes of Nagaland
A conglomeration of the ‘indigenous aborigi-
nal recognized tribes of Nagaland’ consisting 
of the Kuki, the Kachari, the Garo, and the 
Mikir / Karbi forming the Indigenous Minor-
ity Tribes of Nagaland (IMTN) on Mon. stated 
that it had appealed to the govt. of India “to 
defer the upcoming state assembly (sic) to 
be held in early 2018 in order to expedite and 
have smooth negotiations for a final solution 
encompassing all state holder (sic).” 

The organisation declared in the state-
ment: “IMTN is apprehensive that if an elec-
tion is held at this crucial juncture when a 
serious negotiations and discussions are be-
ing carried out with both the Naga National 
Political Groups (NNPGs) and NSCN (IM), it 
may distract and hamper the ongoing politi-
cal negotiations.

“IMTN appeal to the GOI to postpone the 
forthcoming election in Nagaland keeping in 

mind the sentiment of the larger stakeholders 
whose dreams and aim is to see that the long 
decade old Naga political movement is ami-
cably settled taking all state holders on board, 
so that a better future is created for all the 
people away from the era of insecurity and 
destructions of both human as well as prop-
erties for almost 70 years”.

Western Sumi Hoho
“The Western Sumi Hoho (WSH) firmly sup-
ports the stand of the CNTC and various 
other organisations on the postponement of 
the state assembly elections, and hence ap-
pealed (sic) to the govt. of India to postpone 
it so that a final solution on the vexed Naga 
political issue would be arrived at the earliest 
without any hindrance,” stated a press release 
from the WSH.

Holding of the state assembly elections ‘at 
this crucial moment when a solution is at the 
door’, it stated, would be a missed golden op-
portunity for the Nagas. “The Western Sumi 
Hoho feels that if the govt. of India is truly 
sincere in resolving the decades old Naga im-
broglio, then it would give it more importance 
in working out solution and will never let all 
those efforts and sacrifices of the civil societies 
go in waste rather than conducting elections. 

“The hoho, therefore urges the govt. of In-
dia, the interlocutor of the Naga peace talks 
and the Election Commission of India that 
this matter be taken up as people’s foremost 
wish. Conducting elections in the state at this 
present moment will only create chaos, con-
fusion, disorder and more divisions which 
will jeopardize the ongoing peace talks. Elec-
tions will come and elections will go but such 
opportune moment may never come again so 
the hoho appeals every right thinking Nagas 
to stand united in this issue,” the statement 
read. 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): Assam Rifles per-
sonnel stationed at Medziphema on Mon. 
are said to have caught one person while 
he was reportedly attempting to smuggle 
“bones of tiger and elephant” – an illegal 
activity – into Manipur. 

The establishment of the Inspector 
General of Assam Rifles (north) issued 
a press release informing of the report-
ed capture. “Based on a specific input, 
Medziphema battalion under the aegis of 
HQ IGAR (N) established a vehicle check 
post in general area Kukidolong on 8 Jan. 
2018. 

“A Tata winger bearing No MN 01S 
9491 was intercepted by the vehicle check 
post at around 0800 hours. Detailed search 
of the vehicle led to recovery of bones of 
tiger and elephant. The bones weighing 13 
kg included a full skull with teeth, all four 
leg bones, complete set of backbone (ver-
tebra), tail bone, ribs and lower neck parts 
of tiger. Elephant parts included two ear 
and nostril bones. Cash Rs. 61,455/- along 
with bank transfer slip of Rs 40,000/- was 
also recovered,” it stated. 

The ‘consignment’, according to the 
Assam Rifles, was being smuggled by one 
Sum John Ngaihte of Churachandpur dis-
trict in Manipur.   

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): Amid out-
rage on the FIR lodged over the 
reporting of alleged Aadhaar data 
breach, the government today 
said it has been filed against "un-
known" accused while asserting 
its commitment to the freedom of 
the press.

A day after the Delhi Police 
confirmed registering of an FIR 
on January 5, based on a com-
plaint by Aadhaar-issuing body 
UIDAI, IT Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad took to Twitter to clarify 
the government's position on the 
issue.

"The government is fully 
committed to freedom of press 
as well as to maintaining security 
and sanctity of Aadhaar for In-
dia's development. FIR is against 
unknown," he said.

Though the complaint by 
Unique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) named four 
persons, including the Chandi-
garh -based daily The Tribune's 
reporter who had filed the story 
on alleged breach in Aadhaar da-
tabase, Prasad said the FIR was 
against "unknown".

"I've suggested UIDAI to re-
quest Tribune and its journalist 
to give all assistance to police in 
investigating real offenders," he 
said.

The UIDAI also said today that 
it is committed to the freedom of 
the press and will approach the 
newspaper and its reporter for 
cooperation in the investigation 
of alleged data breach.

"We're going to write to @
thetribunechd and @rachna-
khaira to give all assistance to in-
vestigate to nab the real culprits. 
We also appreciate if Tribune and 
its journalist have any construc-
tive suggestion to offer," the UID-
AI said in a tweet.

After filing the police com-
plaint, the UIDAI had, in an ear-
lier statement, said: "This is a case 
in which even though there was 
no breach of Aadhaar biometric 
database, because UIDAI takes 
every criminal violation seriously, 
it is for the act of unauthorised 
access, criminal proceedings 
have been initiated." 

The UIDAI had also said that 
it respects free speech, including 
the freedom of the press, and its 
police complaint should not be 
viewed as "shooting the messen-
ger".

The FIR had attracted strong 
criticism from various media or-
ganisations and bodies, including 
The Editors Guild of India which 
sought withdrawal of the case.

The Editor-in-Chief of The 
Tribune, Harish Khare, had said 
in a statement yesterday that "the 
authorities have misconceived 
an honest journalistic enterprise 
and have proceeded to institute 
criminal proceedings against the 
whistleblower".

He said the daily would ex-
plore "all legal options" open 
to it to defend its freedom to 
undertake serious investigative 
journalism.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): Amid cold wave-
like conditions in several regions of the 
country, especially the north and north-
western regions, the Met on Monday fore-
cast no change in minimum temperatures 
this week.

On Monday, while the national capital 
woke up to a cold morning, recording five 
degrees Celsius minimum temperature -- 
two notches below the season's average, 
the Kashmir valley shivered at minus 6.1 
degrees, followed by Leh at minus 17.3 de-
grees Celsius.

According to the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), the minimum tem-
perature will remain constant over the next 
few days across northern region -- Jammu 
and Kashmir and Himachal; north-west 
region -- Punjab, Haryana, western Uttar 
Pradesh and Chandigarh; central region -- 
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh 
and parts of Maharashtra; eastern region 
that includes Bihar and parts of West Ben-
gal; and the entire north-eastern region.

"The minimum temperatures are ex-
pected to remain the same for the next four 
to five days... The wind speed would remain 
moderate at 10 to 15 kmph across Delhi, 
Punjab, Haryana, western UP and northern 
Rajasthan," said an official at IMD.

The minimum temperature across 
Delhi is also expected to hover around five 
degrees on Tuesday. 

"As the night sky is likely to be clear, the 
minimum temperatures across Jammu and 
Kashmir will drop further during the next 
48 hours (Tuesday and Wednesday)," a Met 
official said.

The minimum temperature was minus 
8.1 degrees in Pahalgam and minus 10.5 in 
Gulmarg.

Jammu city recorded 4.3 degrees, Katra 
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Enthusiasts flying kites in the shapes of various animals and birds on the second day of  International Kite Festival, in Ahmedabad on Monday.

As mercury dips, a cold-wave has come to sweep across India of late.

Shillong, Jan. 8 (IANS): NCP leg-
islator Marthon Sangma and four 
other Independent legislators, are 
set to join Meghalaya's ruling Con-
gress to contest the upcoming as-
sembly polls, a party leader said on 
Monday.

The move of the five legislators 
to join Congress is significant after 
seven of its legislators had resigned 
as members of the assembly and 
joined other political parties.

Independent legislators - 
Brigady Marak, Ashahel D Shira, 
Michael Sangma and David Non-
grum - who are supporting the 
Mukul Sangma government had 
already applied for party ticket to 
contest the elections.

"They (Nationalist Congress 
Party and four Independents legis-
lators) have evinced interest to be 
part of the Congress family. They 
will be joining us soon and contest 
the elections on Congress ticket," 
state Congress chief Celestine Lyn-
gdoh told IANS. 

"Some of them left the Con-
gress party the other day and we 
are glad that these five legisla-
tors are joining us and they would 
surely retain their seats in the as-
sembly," he said.

NCP legislator Sangma said he 

decided to contest upcoming as-
sembly elections on a Congress 
ticket since it will retain power in 
Meghalaya and there is no other 
alternative party in the state.

"I am confident that voters in 
Garo Hills (24 seats in western part 
of Meghalaya) will not vote for the 
BJP due to its anti-Christian activi-
ties and the NPP too will suffer de-
feat since it is a part of the BJP-led 
NDA government at the centre and 
Manipur," Sangma told IANS. 

However, the National Peo-
ple's Party (NPP) has decided not 
to have pre-poll alliance with the 
BJP in the upcoming assembly 
elections. Last week, five former 
Congress legislators - Rowell Lyn-
gdoh, Prestone Tynsong, Coming 
One Ymbon, Ngaitlang Dhar and 
Sniawbhalang Dhar - joined the 
NPP.

Former Congress legislator Al-
exander Hek, who was a Health 
and Family Welfare minister in the 
Mukul Sangma cabinet before be-
ing sacked last year, joined the BJP.

Incumbent Chief Executive 
Member of the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council P.N. Syiem, 
resigned from the Assembly and 
joined the newly-floated People's 
Democratic Front. 

five, Batote 1.6, Banihal 0.8, Bhaderwah 
minus 0.8 and Udhampur zero degree Cel-
sius.

Cold wave conditions continued across 
Punjab and Haryana on Monday with 
some places recording near-freezing tem-
peratures.

Narnaul in Haryana and Adampur in 
Punjab recorded minimum temperatures 
of 0.5 degrees and 0.7 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively, on Monday, the Met Depart-
ment officials said.

However, there was some relief at many 
places from the dense fog that had en-
gulfed the region over the past few days.

The Haryana government on Sunday 
announced that schools in the state would 
remain closed till January 14 in view of the 
severe cold wave conditions.

In Punjab, holy city Amritsar recorded 
a minimum temperature of three degrees, 
while industrial hub Ludhiana saw a low of 
5.7 degrees. Chandigarh recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 4.7 degrees Celsius.
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Sachin Jaiswal addressing the monthly meeting of Mokokchung DPDB at ADC conference hall on Jan. 8.

Community leaders of the Kachari, Garo and Gorkha communities seen here with NSCN (IM) members after the meeting at Singrijan village local ground 
on Monday.

Members of the People’s Forum for Peace during their visit to various religious places on Sunday.

Khekaho Assumi at the inauguration programme of  the VK Range Srudents’ Union conference.

Tovihoto Ayemi inaugurating road at Haralu colony in Dimapur on Monday

Districts deliberate on ensuing elections 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Reminding that  every 
department is an impor-
tant mechanism during 
elections, Deputy Com-
missioner, Mokokchung, 
Sachin Jaiswal has asked 
all the head of  offices to 
actively co-operate and be 
prepared for smooth con-
duct of  the forthcoming 
assembly elections. 

The DC stated this 
while addressing the mem-
bers during the monthly 
meeting of  Mokochung 
District  Planning and 
Developmental  Board 
(DPDB) held on Jan. 8 
at the ADC’s (Planning) 

conference hall, Mokok-
chung. 

The DC informed all 
departments to appoint 
nodal officer and activate 
at the earliest by submit-
ting the name and contact 
number at the election de-
partment so as to effective-
ly disseminate and collect 
information in connection 
with the elections.

He also asked the head 
offices in the  district to 
refrain from granting leave 
to the staff  and also to brief  
them about the importance 
of  attending training and 
other such activities in con-
nection with the elections 

and maintained that he 
expect prompt responses 
from all the departments.

Also basing on the criti-
cality 30% of  the polling 
stations in the district, the 
DC informed that those 
polling stations would be 
covered by web casting to 
ensure fair and free vote 
during elections. He fur-
ther asked the concerned 
departments to submit 
weekly report every Thurs-
day saying that those re-
ports have to be sent every 
Friday to the concerned 
authority.

The DC further asked 
the EE PHED and EE 

Power departments to make 
necessary arrangement 
in all polling stations and 
asked the power depart-
ment to make necessary 
steps by putting up ade-
quate electrification around 
the strong room which is 
located at the treasury of-
fice, Mokokchung.

The DC also sent a 
strong message to all the 
Head of  Offices to refrain 
from sending subordinate 
officers to attend different 
committee meeting with-
out proper intimation. He 
said whoever is notified, 
the same person/ officer 
should come and attend 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The armed group NSCN 
(IM) has informed about 
what it called an ‘intensive’ 
consultative meeting with 
community leaders of  the 
Dimasa Kachari, Mech Ka-
chari, Garo and Gorkha of  
Nagaland on Mon. at Sin-
grijan village local ground. 
The group informed about 
the event in a press release 
that issued by the NSCN / 
GPRN “ministry of  infor-
mation and publicity” on 
Mon. 

The group is said to have 
been led by NSCN/GPRN 

“kilo kilonser” Hukavi Yep-
thomi, “longvibu” of  “Naga 
army” Anthony Shimray, 
and ‘political commissar’ 
to the collective leadership 
of  the organization, among 
others, the press release 
stated.

During the meeting, it 
was stated, the communi-
ties were ‘briefed’ about the 
current political scenario 
and “the beauty of  frame 
work agreement that encom-
pass the legitimate rights 
and safeguard the historical 
rights of  the Nagas.”

“The kilo kilonser and 

longvibu Naga army has 
been tirelessly reaching out 
to the Naga people on the 
line of  changed political 
situations following sign-
ing the Framework Agree-
ment between the Naga 
leaders and the GoI,” the 
MIP claimed. 

“The main sectors in 
present state of  Nagaland 
have become more familiar 
with the advancement of  the 
peace process and also un-
derstood the environment of  
manifestation of  misgiving 
as relentlessly propagated by 
certain section of  our own 

people to further confuse the 
truth with fake,” the press 
release asserted. 

F u r t h e r,  t h e  g r o u p 
claimed that their ‘main 
priority’ was to convey “cor-
rect information on per-
spectives that guarantee 
accomplishment of  what 
has been achieved in such 
sustained and forward move 
after putting a framework in 
place.”

The meeting,  i t  was 
claimed, ‘unanimously re-
solved to support the frame-
work agreement for earliest 
solution and not election.’ 

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Chamber of  
Commerce and Industries 
(DCCI) has strongly con-
demned the ‘multi crore’ 
racket busted by Dimapur 
police in connection with 
the artificial ripening of  
fruits with calcium carbide 
(CaC2) from New Market 

area in Dimapur.
A joint statement issued 

by DCCI President Akashe 
Zhimomi and Convener of  
public grievance cell Omega 
Yepthomi stated that ‘This 
racket has tarnished the 
good image of the business 
community in Dimapur.’ 

The DCCI has ap-

pealed to traders to desist 
from ‘such practices and 
work towards providing a 
consumer-friendly business 
environment.’

The organization has 
commended the efforts of  
the commissioner of police 
of  Dimapur in busting the 
racket.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The Chakhesang 
Baptist Church Council (CBCC) will be or-
ganising its 6th children rally at Phek Town 
Baptist Church from Jan. 12 to the 14th. 

The main speakers of  the rally are Rev. 
Dr. Chekroveyi Cho-o, associate professor 
of  Oriental Theological Seminary Di-
mapur; Thepuchuyi Khesoh, pastor Phek 
Town Baptist Church; Edechoyi Rose, 
director Christian Ministry CBCC;  Chine-

hülü Rhakho, director Children & Educa-
tion department CBCC; and Dr. Botoholi 
Achumi, secretary Christian Education & 
Communication department NBCC. 

A three-day rally will be marked by 
theme song competition, guitar ensemble, 
worship dance, solo, male voice, Bible sto-
rytelling, folk dance and indigenous duet, 
art and painting etc. This was informed by 
the rally media committee.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The People’s 
Forum for Peace (PFP), Dimapur unit 
have informed about a visit to religious 
community leaders ‘for world peace’ 
on Sun.  

The forum’s members visited a 
mosque, the Durga mandir, the Jain 
temple, the Gurudwara, and Holy Cross 
Church, it was informed. 

Speaking at the birth anniversary 
of  Guru Gobind Sahib at Gurudwara, 
President PFP Taku Longkumer said 
such interfaith meeting is needed to bring 

all the communities of the city for better 
of Dimapur. 

Appreciating the initiative, president 
of  Marwari & Digamber Jain Samaj, 
Om Prakash Sethi wished that such 
noble ventures would bring the city’s 
various communities ‘closer for better 
harmony’ in Dimapur.

Imam Sahib of the Jama Masjid at 
Hazi Park; Panditji Bhupindar Sharma, 
Ajay Sethi, Darshan Sahib, and Fr. 
Chacko talked to the visiting groups 
about their respective religion and prayer 

houses. 
Lauding the efforts of  the PFP, the 

president of  the Hindu Sewa Samiti 
Gopal Sharma wished that such efforts 
would continue in the future, while ex-
pressing gratitude to the hosts. 

The director of Peace Channel Dr. C 
P Anto informed that the visit will con-
tinue, with visits to Baptist churches and 
the Buddhist temple on Jan. 14.

Interested leaders from various com-
munities are requested to assemble at the 
Holy Cross Higher Secondary School.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): In connection with the forth-
coming Nagaland assembly elections, a briefing and train-
ing session for various cells of the election expenditure 
monitoring establishment will be held on Jan. 11 at 11 
a.m. in the conference hall of the deputy commissioner 

of Kohima district. 
The district election officer of  Kohima Rajesh 

Soundararajan has directed the officials requisitioned 
and appointed in various capacities as part of the election 
expenditure monitoring cell to attend the training.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The advisor for Irrigation 
& Flood Control and SIRD, 
Tovihoto Ayemi, on Mon. 
inaugurated a road at Hara-
lu colony in Dimapur which 
was said to have funded by 
him. A press release issued 
to the media on Mon. in-
formed about the event.

Speaking during a brief  
programme after inaugurat-
ing the road, Ayemi said 
that any development tak-
ing place ‘was a sign of able 
leadership of  respective 

colonies, areas etc.’ He said 
that the ‘developments tak-
ing place also reflect unity 
within the community.’ He 
attributed the completion 
of the road to the leaders of  
Haralu colony. 

Ayemi appealed to the 
citizens to work together in 
making Dimapur a peaceful 
place to live in. “Together, 
we can bring positive chang-
es and development in our 
respective areas of  influ-
ence. So let us join hands to 
make Dimapur progressive 

and a peaceful place to live 
in,” he said. 

Also, the chairman of  
the Sumi Council of  Di-
mapur, Kuhoi Zhimomi, 
also a resident of the colo-
ny, thanked the advisor for 
constructing the road and 
expressed gratitude of  the 
residents to the legislator, 
the press release added.

GBs, Haralu Colony 
Council members, elders 
and Naga People’s Front 
workers attended the pro-
gramme.

NPF convenes meeting
The president of the Naga People’s Front Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu has convened a meeting of the party’s central 
office bearers. The meeting is schedule for Jan. 15 at 
10 a.m. to be conducted at the party’s office at Kohima 
town. All the members in concern have been requested 
to attend the meeting.

FNR informs on Naga Day 
The Forum for Naga Reconciliation has informed all 
tribes involved in the preparation of food for Naga Day 
on Wed. Jan. 10 to reach the north gate of the UBC by 
11 a.m. Delegates are requested to be at the venue 
i.e., Khuochiezie or Kohima local ground, by 9:30 a.m. 
The forum has appealed to the citizens of Kohima to 
follow the traffic advisory issued by the traffic police. It 
requested citizens of the capital also to cooperate and 
bear with any inconvenience that may be caused during 
the event.

Jubilee comm. of WCH to meet
The golden jubilee organising committee of the Western 
Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) has called for a meeting to 
be conducted on Jan. 13 at 11 a.m. at Seluophe village 
ground. All the committee’s members, WCH’s executive 
members, Western Chakhesang GB Association, Western 
Chakhesang Mothers’ Association, Western Chakhesang 
Youth Organisation, and all the affiliated ‘hoho’ units, 
village welfare unions and representative of student 
unions are requested to attend the meeting. Elders and 
community leaders are also requested to attend the 
meeting. This was informed by the committee on Mon.

LBES convenes committees meet
In view of the forthcoming Lotha Baptist Ekhumkho 
Shanrhyutsu (LBES), Pongdenro Santsu -Esan (youth 
rally), the final review meeting of all the committees has 
been convened at N-Longidang village on Jan. 11 at 3 p.m.  
All the committee convenors, secretaries and members 
are asked to attend the meeting without fail. It further 
informed that transportation would be made available at 
police point Wokha town at 9 a.m. on Jan.11.

News iN Brief

NSCN (IM) meets with Kachari, Garo and Gorkha for ‘consultation’ 

DCCI unhappy at fruit scam tarnishing 
‘good image’ of Dimapur’s business lot

Legislator inaugurates road at Haralu colony

CBCC to organise children’s rally in Phek

the meeting.
Work distribution of  

different departments for 
the coming Republic Day 
celebration was also read 
out by the Deputy Com-
missioner.

In a related programme, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Zunheboto, Tridibesh Roy 
has asked all the head of  
offices to submit list of  
staff  and attached vehicles 
at the earliest for forthcom-
ing assembly elections.

He stated this during 
the monthly meeting of  the 
Zunheboto District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) held on 
Jan. 8 in his office’s confer-
ence hall.

The house also dis-
cussed on the forthcoming 
Republic Day celebration 
and distribution of  work 
to various departments 
was assigned by SDO (C), 
Temjennaro Longkumer. 

District Planning Of-
ficer, N Zhasa later re-
viewed the minutes of  last 
DPDB meeting. Land Re-
sources Department has 
been asked to present the 
activities in the next DPDB 
meeting.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): A group calling itself  
the action plan committee (APC) in Tuensang 
district has sought funds from the Special Accel-
erated Road Development Programme in North 
East (SARDP-NE) to construct a road during the 
fiscal 2018-2019.

In a representation addressed to the minister of  
state (Independent charge) of  DONER, the APC 
said that it was an urgent need to construct an 
approach road between Chare and Mokokchung. 
The approach road was introduced in 2008.

The committee said that NH 202 between the 
two districts covers a stretch of  40 km, while the 
approach road in question covers only 19 km. In 
the absence of  proper maintenance, it stated, the 
condition of  the existing road had become deplor-
able even for light vehicles to use ‘throughout the 
year.’

The committee lamented that several appeals 
to the state’s government were left unheeded for 
years.

The committee has appealed to the central 
government to release a ‘special package’ for the 
construction of  an approach road connecting 
Chare to Mokokchung.

Tuensang group 
seeks funds for road

Briefing set for poll expenditure monitoring

Peace forum visits worship places
Wapang T Longchar, NPF presi-
dent of  28 Assembly Constituency, 
also graced the valedictory session 
as the chief  guest of  honour. In his 
speech, he called upon the gather-
ing to encourage building relation-
ships between Aos and Sumis in 
particular and among the Naga 
tribes in general.

The conference also consist-
ed of  spiritual awakening pro-
gramme especially for student 
delegates where pastor Vitoka 
Kinny preached on the theme 
“Acclimatise with challenges 
ahead.”

The final day was marked with 
a seminar on the theme “Self  reli-
ance on agro based economy.” The 
resource persons were Dr. Visakho 
Shunyu, SMS Genetics and Plant 
breeding, KVK NU Lumami; Naro 
Anichari, programme assistant 
Home Science, KVK NU Lumami; 
and Kakuho Assumi, GB and 
national award holder for coffee 
plantation.

Izheto Students’ Union led the 
praise and worship throughout the 
conference.

The extravaganza night also 
witnessed couple show in which 
Niku Yeptho of  VKTSU and In-
apu Chishi of  Maromi LSU were 
crowned as Miss and Mr VKRSU 
2018 respectively.

Sastami Students ’  Union 
emerged as the overall champi-
on and Izheto Students’ Union 
emerged as the runners up while 
Litta New Students’ Union were 
awarded the best disciplined unit 
for 2018.

VK students’ conference culminates

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The four-
day 42nd conference of  the VK 
Range Students’ Union (VKRSU) 
hosted at Phushumi village culmi-
nated on Jan. 6 with extravaganza 
bonfire programme.

In introductory session on Jan. 
3, Holuvi Chophy, former president 
SKK and NSF auditor general, 
spoke on the theme “Specialisa-
tion, the essence of  the era.”

The inaugural function on Jan. 
4 was graced by Khekaho Assumi, 
parliamentary secretary of  youth 

resource and sports and MTF, as 
the chief  guest. 

Assumi exhorted the students 
to know the value of  education and 
also be responsible for their own 
future, the press release upadated.

In the cultural session on Jan. 
5, Ghovishe Kiba, Class-1 govern-
ment registered contractor, graced 
the programme as the chief  guest. 
He also encouraged the students to 
preserve the culture and identity 
of  the people of  VK in particular 
and Sumi and Naga in general. 
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Torechu along with the village elders at the inauguration of approach road on January 5.

Resource person Khilda Baiti Rohmah from Indonesia (4th from left), along with the DC Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan and others during the 
workshop on “Trash for Life” at Hotel East Gate, Kohima, on January 8.
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Rev. Puthavil Neikha and Tosovi Pusa seen during the 
dedication of ‘Pusa Complex’ in Kohima on January 8.
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State

New marketing complex 
inaugurated in Kohima 

DC Wokha notifies arms license holders

Torechu urges unity for development 

Green Connections advocate 
recycling to manage waste  

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
A two-day workshop on 
waste management and 
recycling - “Trash for life” 
- commenced on January 
8 at Hotel East Gate, Mid-
land, Kohima, with Khilda 
Baiti Rohmah, a lady from 
Indonesia as the resource 
person.

The training is being 
organised by Green Con-

nections, a non-profit or-
ganisation which aims at 
promoting eco-tourism 
destinations, waste man-
agement, forest conserva-
tion and livelihood, led by 
Kevichülie Meyase and 
Neikedolie Hiekha as the 
chairman and secretary 
respectively.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was also graced 
by Rajesh Soundararajan, 

deputy commissioner, 
Kohima. Delivering the 
keynote address, Sounda-
rarajan emphasised on the 
importance on sustainable 
waste management, which 
he said is essential for a 
healthy living.

“Waste management 
and recycling is not only 
about how a city should 
look clean, but it is also for a 
healthy living,” the DC said 

while he made an ardent 
call to all the citizens to in-
culcate the habit of staying 
healthy and living healthy.

“People are not averse to 
change. Indeed, all citizens 
welcome change,” he said 
and urged those responsible 
citizens to spearhead in giv-
ing the leadership towards 
the venture. To this, the DC 
also lauded the initiative 
and leadership provided 

maintain peace and tran-
quillity in the society.

Torechu further urged 
upon the people to have 
a positive attitude for any 
development initiated by 
the government in order to 
move forward at par with 
other districts in the state.

Torechu also called 
upon the people to cooper-
ate with the government 
and administration in order 

to carry forward develop-
mental activities in the ar-
eas. Stating that good roads 
are necessary for economy 
development of  the people, 
he said road construction 
works connecting various 
places would be completed 
within short period.

Inaugurates multi-purpose 
building in Pungro

In another programme, 

Torechu has inaugurated a 
newly constructed multi- 
purpose building under 
DUDA (BADP) at model 
village Pungro on Janu-
ary 6.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Torechu said the 
building could be used for 
meetings, seminars and 
other social programmes 
for the betterment and 
benefits of  the society. He 

struct the new building was dedicated in the 
month of June, 2014. Though the building 
is on the verge of completion, he expressed 
hope that it would serve the business com-
munity and the people of the state as it is 
located at a strategic point. The dedication 
programme was chaired by Tosovi Pusa.

VVPAT

 shall be used with EVMs at 
all the polling stations in the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
Election and in all the future Elections. VVPAT is an independent system 
attached with the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) that allows the voters to 
verify that their votes are cast as intended.

The VVPAT is attached to the Ballot Unit of the EVM and both the Ballot 
Unit and the VVPAT are placed in the voting compartment. The VVPAT 
has a small transparent glass window on it. When a voter comes to vote and 
presses the blue button on the Ballot Unit (BU) to vote for the candidate of 
his/her choice, the glass window on the VVPAT lights up and a printed 
paper slip containing the serial number, name of the Candidate and Election 
Symbol of the Candidate is visible to the voter behind the glass window. The 

has been cast as intended.
The printed paper slip remains visible to the voter through the transparent 

glass window for 7 (seven) seconds, and thereafter, the printed paper slip 
gets automatically cut and falls below into the sealed compartment/drop 
box of the VVPAT followed by a beep sound. Thereafter the light goes off 
behind the glass window.

The VVPAT is thus going to further enhance the transparency and KG
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by the Green Connections, 
while he also urged them to 
reach out to the people with 
the importance of  sustain-
able waste management 
and recycling.

Giving an introduction 
to the workshop, Kejaroko 
Pier stated that the initia-
tive was organised with the 
attempt to learn on waste 
management and further 
to manage the waste and 
reuse for the betterment of  
humanity and the environ-
ment.

The resource person 
Khilda, in her address, 
shared about some of  her 
experiences on how far she 
and her organisation have 
progressed. Khilda does re-
cycling and waste manage-
ment in a very unique way 
by utilizing waste efficiently 
and economically.

Khilda has also received 
the Ashoka Young Change 
Maker Award in 2009, fol-
lowed by Danamon Award 
in 2011, Tupperware She 
Can Award in 2012, Wom-
en Inspiration Nova Maga-
zine in 2014, Women In-
spiration Natur-e in 2015, 
CNN Heroes in 2017, and 
Entrepreneur Award from 
Indonesia Bank in 2017, 
among others.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 8 (EMN): A new marketing 
complex ‘Pusa Complex,’ located at South 
point market, Dzüvürü (Potterlane) Colony, 
Kohima, was dedicated and inaugurated by 
Rev. Puthavil Neikha, pastor of  Viswema 
Baptist Church, on January 8.

The marketing complex, owned by the 
Pusatsomi clan from Viswema village, is a six 
storied building which was constructed solely 
to cater to the demands of the ever growing 
business enterprise in the state capital.

Giving a brief  history of  the complex, 
Melozhol Pusa the site of the present build-
ing belongs to the clan since 1994 wherein 
some visionary elders have constructed a 
temporary building to house businessmen 
and women to carry out their business. 

He informed that the foundation to con-

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon has informed 
all arms license holders 
under Wokha district, who 
have not yet registered 
their License in the Na-

tional Database of  Arms 
License (NDAL), to sub-
mit/produce the same in 
his office on or before Feb-
ruary 28.

The order was issued 
following extension of  
the date by ministry vide 

notification NO.GSR 1468 
(E) in NDAL portal and 
Government of  Naga-
land, Home Department. 
He warned that failure to 
comply with the directive 
would result in cancella-
tion of  the license.

urged upon the people to 
utilise and maintain the 
building judiciously and 
generate income through 
the building.

Torechu further called 
upon the village council to 
co-operate and work with 
utmost ‘transparency and 
accountability’ to promote 
socio – economic develop-
ment of  the rural people.

He said there has been 
a visible signs of  develop-
ment in the area and added 
that more such develop-
ments are on the pipeline.

Earlier, the dedication 
prayer was pronounced 
by PVBB church secre-
tary Resangmew, while the 
programme was chaired 
by Chipong, VCC Pungro 
village and the invocation 
was said by PVBB pastor 
Rikhum.  The welcome 
address was delivered by 
Vongtsukiu, 2nd GB of  
Pungro village and the ben-
ediction was pronounced 
by women pastor PVBB 
Akhala.  

The programme was 
attended by SDO (Civil) 
Pungro, Samuel Thyug, 
village council members, 
GBs, village leaders and 
party workers.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN):  
Advisor of  Evaluation, 
National Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NRLM), T Tore-
chu, has called upon the 
people to unite and work 
in cohesion in the larger 
interest of  the society.

Speaking as chief  guest 
at the inauguration of  
Tsundang- Sangtsuvong- 
Vongtsuvong approach 
road constructed under 
DUDA (BADP) on Janu-
ary 5, Torechu urged upon 
the people to maintain the 
road and use it to their 
advantage.

Torechu pointed out 
that ‘without peaceful en-
vironment and unity,’ there 
can be no development. 
In this regard, he urged 
upon the people to cooper-
ate with each other in or-
der to bring about positive 
change in the society. He 
also called upon the peo-
ple to join hand together 
with the government and 
work hard for the common 
benefits of  the society and 
people as well.

Stating that ‘peace, co-
operation and unity’ are 
a prerequisite for devel-
opment to take place, he 
urged upon the people to 
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Shillong, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
has sought deployment of  
107 additional companies 
of  Central Armed Police 
Force from the Ministry 
of  Home Affairs during 
the assembly election in 
Meghalaya, Chief Electoral 
Officer F R Kharkongor 
said today.

He  sa id  th i s  i s  in 
addition to the CAPFs 
already deployed for law 
and order in the north 
eastern state, where the term 
of  the current assembly 
expires on March 6.

B a s e d  o n  t h e 
recommendations made 
by  the  s ta te  e lec t ion 
department, the EC has 
sought deployment of  
additional 107 companies 
of  CAPFs from the MHA 
during the elections in the 
state, Kharkongor told 
reporters.

He said that 536 out 
of  the total 3082 polling 
stations in the state have 

b e e n  c a t e g o r i s e d  a s 
“vulnerable”, another 444 
critical and 67 vulnerable as 
critical, while the rest 2025 
were declared as normal, 
he said.

Asked, he said there 

are a number of  polling 
stations in East Garo Hills 
and South Garo Hills 
districts where security 
measures have been taken 
due to militancy-related 
problems.

Kharkongor said the 
final electoral roll will be 
published on January 10 
and the number of  eligible 
voters was more than 18 
lakh out of  over 32 lakh 
population in the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh has felicitated 
Guinness World Record 
holder in Limbo Skating, 
T i l u c k  K e i s h a m  b y 
presenting a cash reward of  
Rs 5 lakh at Chief Minister’s 
official chamber in Imphal 
on Mon.

Manipur government’s 
gesture came after Chief  
Minister Biren tweeted a 
picture of  himself  with 
Tiluck sometime on Sept. 
6 last year and said, “I am 
proud of him, wish him to 
do more.”

In May 2017, 8 year- old 
Master Tiluck broke his own 
record in Limbo Skating 
by propelling himself  145 
metres or 475 ft and 7 inches, 
beneath poles just 30 cm 
high.

On  Dec.  20 ,2015 , 
Tiluck, son of  Keisam 
R i c k y  a n d  P r ava b a t i 
Takhellambam who has an 
amazing talent in Limbo 
skating or roller limbo, 
made India proud when he 
bettered a Guinness World 
Record in the ‘Farthest 
Distance Limbo Skating 

Under Bars’ at Siri Fort 
Stadium in New Delhi.

He covered 116 meters 
as against the previous 
record of 50 metres in 31.87 
seconds with cones and 
bars under the bars which 
were set at the height of  
28 cm from ground level 
against the required 35 cm 
and the gap between the 
bars was kept to 1.0 meter. 
He covered 144.7 meters 
without cones and bars in 

56.01 seconds in a single 
run only.

Tiluck who had been 
skating since 2013, has 
participated in various 
competitions and so far 
won a total of  42 medals 
and many certificates. 
Tiluck has already etched 
his name in the Limca 
Book of  Records on May 
25, 2015 by performing a 
50-metre limbo skate under 
a horizontal bar set at the 

height of  7.5 to 9 inches 
from ground level.

State works Minister 
Thongam Biswajit, Forest 
and Environment Minister 
Thounaojam Shyamkumar, 
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r 
Thokchom Radheshyam 
and Youth Affairs and 
Sports Director N Praveen 
besides the guardians of  
Tiluck were also present 
during the day’s felicitation 
gathering.

Itanagar, Jan. 8 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Governor Brig (Retd) Dr 
B D Mishra today participated in a 
cleanliness drive around Mithun Gate 
and Nyokum Lapang areas here.

Leading from the front, the 
governor along with other participants 
from Raj Bhavan, Itanagar Municipal 
Council and other volunteers cleaned 
both the areas.

Urban Development, Law & 
Justice Minister Nabam Rebia and 
Urban Development & Housing 
Parliamentary Secretary Techi Kaso 
along with UD secretary S K Jain 
also participated on the first day of  
the cleanliness drive running under 
the theme Hamara Elan Swachhta aur 
Nari Utthan .

The governor appealed to the 

people to keep their surroundings 
clean and keep the garbage at the 
designated places after segregation of  
biodegradable and non-biodegradable 
items in separate waste bins.

M i s h r a  s a i d  t h a t  wo m e n 
development is a part of the theme of  
the cleanliness drive.

The cleanliness drive, which started 
today, would continue till next month.

Itanagar, Jan. 8 (PTI): Two cadres 
of United Liberation Front of Asom 
(ULFA) were reportedly injured in 
exchange of fire with security forces 
at Kakorani Reserve Forest along 
Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border, 
Defence sources said here today.

On specific information about 
presence of ULFA cadres, the Assam 

Rifles conducted an operation in 
the area yesterday night and in the 
ensuing exchange of fire, two rebels 
of the outfit were injured, Defence 
spokesman Colonel Chiranjit 
Konwer said.

However, the cadres along with 
the injured ones managed to escape 
using cover of darkness, bad weather 

and dense foliage, the spokesman 
said in a statement. Security forces 
subsequently launched search 
operation and the area was cordoned 
to trap the escaping militants.

This is the second operation in a 
week after the Assam Rifles busted a 
temporary hideout of the rebel outfit 
on January 5 last at Namdapha 

Reserve Forest under Changlang 
district of Arunachal Pradesh.

In the run up to the Republic 
Day, security forces continue to 
maintain strict vigil to ensure 
peace and tranquility in the area 
by launching extensive operations 
in Assam and South Arunachal 
Pradesh.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
The transgression incident 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 
where Chinese workers 
entered Indian territory 
constructing a track, has 
been resolved, Army Chief  
General Bipin Rawat said 
on Monday.

He also said that there 
was a major reduction in the 
number of Chinese troops in 
the Doklam area.

Speaking on the sidelines 
of an event here, the Army 
Chief  said the “Tuting 
incident has been resolved”.

General Rawat said a 
Border Personnel Meeting 
(BPM) took place “two days 
back” on the issue.

Ta lk ing  about  the 
situation along the India-
China border in Sikkim 
sector,  where the two 
countries were involved in 
a 73-day-long standoff  in 
Doklam, he said there was 
a major reduction in the 
number of  troops on the 
Chinese side.

A  C h i n e s e  r o a d 
construction party entered 
India on December 26, 
2017, and were constructing 
a  t r a c k ,  a r o u n d  t wo 
kilometres away from 
the nearest Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police post. 

An almost 600-metre-
long and 12-feet wide track 
was constructed on the 

Indian territory when the 
Chinese party was stopped.

The Chinese labourers 
had entered  the  area 
inadvertently, according 
to a government report on 
the incident. The Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) troops were not 
involved in the incident.

Indian troops pushed 
back the labourers and 
seized their equipment.

The incident came 
nearly four months after 
the end of  the Dokalam 
standoff that went on from 
June 16 to August 28, 2017.

Earlier, speaking at the 
Army Technology Summit 
here,  the Army Chief  
pitched for modernisation 
of the force and said India 
needed to be ready for 
“future wars”.

“ T h e r e  i s  a  h u g e 
r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  
modernisation of our armed 
forces, in every field,” he 
said.

“Future wars will be 
fought in difficult terrains 
and circumstances and we 
have to be prepared for them. 

“ We  w o u l d  l i k e 
to gradually move away 
from imports (in defence 
technology) because for a 
nation like ours, the time has 
come to ensure that we fight 
the next war with home-
made solutions,” he said.

Haflong (Assam), Jan. 8 
(PTI): A militant allegedly 
involved in the recent 
kidnapping of a policeman 
has been arrested in Dima 
Hasao district, police said.

T h e  m i l i t a n t  wa s 
apprehended during a joint 
operation conducted by the 
police and Assam Rifles 
yesterday.

T h e  m i l i t a n t  wa s 
identif ied as S S Maj 
Naimeyning alias Aboy of  
Zeliangrong United Front 
(ZUF), the police said.

A p i s to l  wi th  l ive 
ammunition was recovered 
from his possession 

A joint team of  police 
and troopers of  43rd and 
22nd battalions of  Assam 
Rifles had on January 1 
rescued Prafull Phukan, 
the abducted personal 
security officer (PSO) of  
the executive magistrate 
of  North Cachar Hills 
Autonomous Council, from 
Hungrum village in Dima 
Hasao district.

P h u k a n  h a d  b e e n 
abducted on December 31.

Shillong, Jan. 8 (PTI): Controller General 
of Defence Accounts (CGDA) Veena Prasad 
today told Defence Accounts department to 
maximise clients satisfaction.

“There is a need to stress upon the 
need to recalibrate the efforts put in by the 
Defence Accounts Department to maximise 
clients satisfaction,” Prasad was quoted by a 
Defence spokesperson here.

The CGDA inaugurated the new 
Defence Accounts residential complex here.

He said the department has automated 
and launched several IT-enabled projects 
such as Project Dolphin wherein pay and 
allowances of soldiers are paid directly into 

their bank account, Project Tulip which 
caters to the Defence civilians across the 
country and a Pension Portal which benefits 
over 30 lakh defence pensioners.

An E-Ticketing system (DTS) has also 
been launched for booking of air and rail 
tickets, doing away with the old complex 
system of  manual railway warrants, the 
spokesperson said.

The CGDA also visited the PAO (ORs) 
ARC and 58 GTC in Happy Valley area 
and told the officers and staff to work with 
zeal, passion and purpose to deliver last mile 
service to the jawans posted in the far flung 
and inhospitable terrain across the country.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The 12th Assam Rifles of  
the 26th sector Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of  IGAR 
(south) have apprehended 
two gold smugglers who 
were said to have been 
carrying 10 gold bars each at 
Khudengthabi check post in 
Tengnoupal district on Jan. 6. 

A press release from the 
Inspector General Assam 
Rifles (South) mentions that 
at around 3: 15 pm, a blue 
coloured Maruti van with 
registration no. AS 19H 
3364 moving from Moreh 
towards Imphal was stopped 
at Khudengthabi check post 
for checking. 

A passenger of the vehicle 
is said to have been moving 
suspiciously at the check post. 

On checking the individual 
Md Yashir, aged 15 of Lilong 
in Thoubal district 10 gold 
bars weighing approximately 
1.660 Kgs (approx cost 
4980000/-) were recovered 
from both legs below the 
knee, hidden beneath the knee 
cap of the individual.

On further interrogation, 
the apprehended individual 
revealed the identity of  
another individual carrying 
gold biscuits. At around 7:00 
pm a suspected individual 
was stopped for checking and 
on checking the individual, 
Aslam Shah, aged 22 years 
was apprehended with the 
same Both the apprehendee 
along with recovered gold 
were handed over to Moreh 
PS, the release stated.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Forest and Environment 
Minister  Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar on Sun. 
inspected trees planted 
under the Catchment Area 
Treatment (CAT) Plan in 
Phadang area in Manipur’s 
Ukhrul district.

The plantation was done 
and nurtured by the Forest 
officials of Kasom Khullen 

Range, Eastern Forest 
Division, Ukhrul covering an 
area of 130 hectares of land 
under the Compensatory 
A f f o r e s t a t i o n  F u n d 
Management and Planning 
A u t h o r i t y  ( C A M PA ) 
Scheme 2016-2017.

Minister Shyamkumar 
a f t e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n 
programme lauded the 
Forest officials for carefully 
nurturing the trees. He 

said sincere efforts of  
the department as well 
as the locals are needed 
for the success of  any 
developmental work in the 
State. Adding that more 
development work will be 
taken up in the future, he 
asked the Forest officials 
to be vigilant so that the 
plantation is not destroyed 
by wild fire and grazing of  
animals.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): A group calling 
itself  the “Adivasi Sengal Abhiyan and 
Jharkhand Desam Party” has called for 
a 12-hour bandh protesting the ‘land 
acquisition bill of  central and Jharkhand 
govt. and the Anti Conversion Bill 2017.’

A press release from the NF Railways 
/ Maligaon mentioned that the agitators 
were blocking railway tracks in Adina, 
Dalkhola, Arariya and Buniyadpur stations 
over Katihar Divisions of NF Railway. As 
a result the following trains are said to be 
either controlled or cancelled or regulated:

1. 12377 Sealdah-New Alipurduar 
PADATIK Express is controlled at Old 
Malda from 06.18 HRS. 

2. 13149 Sealdah –New Coochbehar 
UTTARBANGA Express is controlled 
at Azamnagar from 07.05 HRS. 

3. 12343 Sealdah –New Jalpaiguri 
DARJEELING MAIL is controlled at 
Khuriyal from 07.12 HRS.

4. 13162 Balurghat - Kolkata TEBHAGA 
Express is controlled at Buniyadpur  
06.40 HRS.

5. 15640Kamakhya - Puri Express is 
controlled at Suryakamal from  06.45 
HRS.

6. 15635 Okha – Guwahati Express is 
controlled at Barsoi from 07.00 HRS.

7. 12517 Kolkata - Guwahati GARIBRATH 
Express is controlled at Sudhani from 
07.10 HRS.

8.  12423Dibr ugarh  –  New Delhi 
RAJDHANI Express is controlled at 
Panjipara from 08.20 HRS.

9. 12346 Guwahati - Howrah SARAIGHAT 
Express is controlled at Aluabari from 
07.25 HRS.

10. 12042New Jalpaiguri - Howrah 
SHATABDI Express is controlled at 
Kishanganj from 07.25 HRS and likely 
to be short terminated and return back to 
New Japlaiguri.

11. 12436 New Delhi -  Dibrugarh 
RAJDHANI Express is controlled at 
Katihar from 10.26 HRS.

12. 13248 Rajendranagar – Kamakhya 
CAPITAL Express is controlled at 
Katihar from 10.00 HRS.

13. 75719 Malda Court – Siliguri Junction 
DEMU of 08.01.2018 is cancelled.

14. 75720 Siliguri Junction - Malda Court 
DEMU of 08.01.2018 is cancelled.

15. 15464 Siliguri Junction -Balurghat 
Intercity Express of 08.01.2018 is short 
terminated at Kishanganj and will return 
to Siliguri as Passenger special.

16. 15463 Balurghat - Siliguri Junction 
Intercity Express of  08.01.2018 is 
cancelled.

17. 13033 Howrah-Katihar Intercity Express 
of  07.01.2018 is short terminated at 
Malda Town.

18. 13034 Katihar - Howrah Intercity 
Express of  08.01.2018 will originate 
from Malda town.

19. 75707 Radhikapur- Siliguri 
Junction DEMU of  08.01.2018 will 
short terminate at Barsoi and will return 
to Radhikapur as passenger special.

20. 55712 New Jalpaiguri-Malda Town 
passenger of  08.01.2018 will be short 
terminated at Aluabari and return to 
New Jalpaiguri as passenger special.

21. 55711 Malda Town - New Jalpaiguri 
passenger of 08.01.2018 is cancelled.

22. 55769 Malda Court -Katihar passenger 
of 08.01.2018 is cancelled.

23. 55770 Katihar - Malda Court passenger 
is short terminated at Eklakhi and will 
return to Katihar as passenger special.

24. 55771/55772 Malda Court -Balurghat- 
Malda Court passenger of 08.01.2018 is 
cancelled.

25. 55704/5570403 Katihar - Malda Court 
– Katihar passenger of  08.01.2018 is 
cancelled.

26. 75744 Siliguri Junction - Katihar 
DEMU of  08.01.2018 will be short 
terminated at Aluabari.

27. 15719 Katihar - Siliguri Junction 
Intercity express of  08.01.2018 is short 
terminated at Salmari and return back 
to Katihar.

28. 15720 Siliguri Junction - Katihar 
Intercity express of  08.01.2018 is 
cancelled.

29. 55421/55422 Malda Town -Balurghat- 
Malda Town passenger of 08.01.2018 is 
cancelled.

30. Link coaches of  12343 / 12344 
Darjeeling Mail & 13153 / 13454 Gour 
Express of 08.01.2018 are cancelled.
Katihar divisional authorities are said 

to be closely monitoring the situation and 
ensuring that passengers of detained trains 
have access to drinking water and light 
refreshments in trains and in stations.

Shillong, Jan. 8 (PTI): The Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) today said it will contest at 
least 35 seats in the Meghalaya Assembly 
elections.

Elections to the 60-member Meghalaya 
Assembly are due in the first half  of this 
year as the term of the present Assembly 
expires on March 6.

“We are hoping to field 35 candidates 
for the next election as we have good 
chance of winning,” AAP state president 
Wanshwa Nongtdu told reporters here.

He claimed the chances of the AAP 
is “good”.

The AAP leader  a lso exuded 
confidence that the party will form the 
next government by fielding “common 
man” as its candidates.

“We are Aam aadmi and we will have 
common man as candidates, we have few 
retired officers, few intellectuals who want 
to contest and we prefer our candidates be 
to be AAP candidates,” he said.

Declaring the first list of  candidates, 
Nongtdu said Peter Aiborlang Dohkrud 
will contest from Mawlai, Dorass Ramsiej 
from Mawkyrwat, Wonder Lapang will 
take on Congress president Celestine 
Lyngdoh from Umsning constituency 
in Ri-Bhoi and Debrict Binone from 
Nongpoh. 

According to the AAP leader, the 
candidates have been approved by AAP 
chief  and Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and party observer for North 
East, Rakesh Sinha.

Imphal, Jan. 8 (IANS): Scientists 
in Manipur -- which dominates the 
media discourse on insurgency -- are 
on an aggressive hunt for bioenergy 
sourced from alien plant invaders 
of  the iconic Loktak lake, aiming to 
showcase the “Jewel of India” as a top 
bio-entrepreneurship destination. 

On the agenda is a proposal to set 
up a biorefinery, in the lake landscape, 
that churns carbohydrate-rich feedstock 
-- derived from an invasive weed called 
paragrass -- into alcohol and other 
value-added chemical products.

Spearheaded by a group of  
scientists at Institute of  Bioresources 
and Sustainable Development (IBSD) 
here under the leadership of Director 
Dinabandhu Sahoo, the search for 
alternative energy from paragrass (pani 
wala ghaas or buffalo grass) -- a fodder 
source -- also offers a way to rein in 
the growth of  these slow but steady 
invaders. 

“Our study shows that this 
excessive growth of  paragrass can 

tackled by using it sustainably as a 
biorefinery feedstock. Initially we will 
set up a 500 kg capacity as a pilot 
plant. Subsequently it will be upscaled 
to industrial scale,” Sahoo, told this 
correspondent.

The spurt in the growth of paragrass 
and other weeds, as also algal blooms, is 
enhanced by the unnatural enrichment 
of  the water body by two plant 
nutrients, phosphorus and nitrogen (in 
a process called eutrophication), which 
ultimately leads to depleted oxygen 
levels and generally poor water quality.

“Only mechanical removal of the 
weeds and throwing them around the 
lake is not going to help. After decay 
and disintegration of these weeds the 
nutrients are coming back to the lake 
(leading to eutrophication). Therefore, 
we decided to start a bioenergy 
programme which can create wealth 
from the waste,” explained Sahoo. 

Loktak, northeast India’s largest 
freshwater lake, is unique for a floating 
mass of intertwined and semi-anchored 

thick plant mats, locally known as 
phumdis. 

In these phumdis, about 1.5 
metre deep, one encounters fisherfolk 
(crouched within make-shift huts and 
shelters) going about their business 
surrounded by a multitude of  plant 
and animal species, including some 
very rare ones. 

The phumdis, which form a thick 
biomass or floating meadows, shelter 
the 206 critically endangered Sangai 
deer (brow antlered deer), ensconced 
in the southern corner of Loktak inside 
the Keibul Lamjao National Park -- the 
only refuge of the animal whose dainty 
gait is said to have inspired Manipuri 
dance traditions. 

To ensure its survival, an ecological 
balance must be struck in the wake 
of changes in the natural flora of the 
phumdis due to pollution and human 
interference. 

A hour-and-a half  drive from 
Imphal to Loktak throws up views of  
rotting phumdi biomass (including 

the alien weeds) along the roadside 
through Moirang. They have been 
dragged out by cranes and dumped 
on roadsides with locals padding 
them together with mud to farm 
vegetables. 

Though invasive species now 
dominate the flora and “programmes 
to remove the invasive grasses have 
not met with success due to rapid 
re-growth”, these plants can become 
unlikely heroes in green energy 
discoveries, Sahoo believes.

Many parts of the Loktak lake have 
been taken over by paragrass. 

The rest of  the landscape is 
dominated by wild rice grass, 
phragmites (grass), different types of  
algae, water hyacinth and the like.

Accord ing  to  ag r i cu l tura l 
biotechnologist Rajiv Kangabam 
of  the Department of  Agricultural 
Biotechnology at Jorhat’s Assam 
Agricultural University, paragrass 
was introduced in Manipur during 
1972-1973 to support the state’s dairy 

industry. 
It was reported that cattle feeding 

on paragrass had enhanced milk 
production. 

“This plant grows luxuriantly in 
the Loktak lake and prevents the 
growth of other native species, thereby 
threatening the indigenous plants,” 
Kangabam told this correspondent.

Swaying hairy leaves and hollow 
stems of paragrass floating above the 
water reach out to visitors as they 
canoe their way through the phumdis 
inside the park. One can also spot algal 
blooms in the water body. 

The chemical make-up of  these 
semi-aquatic weed lends itself to being 
excellent feedstock for bioethanol 
production. 

“It constitutes of  42 per cent 
of  cellulose and about 20 per cent 
hemicellulose, the hydrolysis of which 
can yield fermentable sugars which is 
an excellent feedstock for bioethanol 
production. For a low cost process, 
we used sodium hydroxide based pre-

treatment,” Sahoo noted, referring 
to a study published in Bioresource 
Technology late last year.

One kilogram of biomass processing 
yields approximately 120 ml of ethanol 
depending on fermentation efficiency, 
co-author Sabeela Ummalyma said.

As of  now, the focus is on 
improving the fermentation condition 
to get maximum ethanol production as 
well as better pre-treatment condition 
for getting more fermentable sugars, 
Ummalyma said.

Sahoo argued that the waste-
to-wealth biorefinery approach can 
be applied to areas facing similar 
problems. 

“Chilika Lake in Odisha is facing a 
huge problem due to extensive growth 
of Phragmitis (popularly called Nala) 
in Nalabana island. Our work on 
integrated biorefinery to produce 
mainly bioenergy and biofertiliser 
will not only solve the environmental 
problems but also boost the bioeconomy 
of the region,” Sahoo added.

EC seeks 107 additional companies 
of CAPF for Meghalaya polls

Manipur CM honours Guinness World Record holder

Arunachal governor takes part in cleanliness drive

Two ULFA cadres injured in fire fight with security forces

Arunachal incident 
resolved — Army chief

Militant arrested in 
joint operation by 
police, Assam Rifles

Maximise clients’ satisfaction— 
CGDA to Defence Accounts dept.

AR apprehends gold smugglers

Manipur minister inspects forest area 

Rail Roko agitation derails train service 

AAP to contest 35 seats in Meghalaya elections

Waste to wealth: Hunt for bio energy in Loktak’s invasive plants



5Business
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, January 9, 2018

A view of the BSE building in Mumbai.

Gains in key IT, 
capital goods, 

healthcare and 
metal stocks 

helped both the 
key indices to 

scale new peaks.

Acer expands laptop line-up at CES 2018

Telangana begins work on IT tower in Karimnagar

Intel, AMD announce 8th-gen 
processor with Radeon Graphics

Skill enterprises, start-up developers 
key to India’s digital dream, says IBM

Next-Gen software key growth 
enabler for Indian businesses: Survey

Sensex, Nifty scale new peaks as 
investors eye earnings, budget

Apple urged 
to shield kids 
from iPhone 
addiction

 
San Francisco, Jan. 8: 
(IANS): Two key Apple 
shareholders have request-
ed the Cupertino-based 
iPhone maker to take ur-
gent steps to safeguard 
young users from the ill-ef-
fects of  iPhone addiction.

In a letter, Apple share-
holders Jana Partners and 
the California State Teach-
ers’ Retirement System, 
who according to a Wall 
Street Journal report to-
gether control about $2 
billion worth of  Apple 
shares, told the company 
to make its products safer 
for the younger users in 
the US.

“We have reviewed 
the evidence and we be-
lieve there is a clear need 
for Apple to offer parents 
more choices and tools 
to help them ensure that 
young consumers are us-
ing your products in an 
optimal manner,” the let-
ter read.

Citing latest research 
into depression linked to 
smartphone use among 
students, the letter urged 
Apple to invest in further 
research towards handling 
this issue.

Enhancing mobile 
device software so that 
parents (if  they wish) can 
implement changes so that 
their child or teenager is 
not being handed the same 
phone as a 40-year old, is 
one of  the suggestion.

Why consumers 
still hesitate 
on shopping 
online via 
smartphones
London, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Most consumers still avoid 
shopping online via mobile 
apps as they often worry 
they are not seeing the full 
picture or that they could 
be missing out on special 
offers or overlooking hid-
den costs, according to 
new research.

Concerns about pri-
vacy and security can 
also motivate people to 
put items into their shop-
ping baskets but then quit 
without paying, observed 
the team from University 
of  East Anglia (UEA) in 
Norwich, England. 

“Although mobile 
apps are rapidly becoming 
among the most popular 
ways to shop online, the 
phenomenon of  shopping 
cart abandonment is much 
higher than for desktop-
based online shopping,” 
the researchers noted.

“Mobile shopping is 
supposed to make the proc-
ess easier, and yet concerns 
about making the right 
choice, or about whether 
the site is secure enough 
leads to an ‘emotional am-
bivalence’ about the trans-
action -- and that mean 
customers are much more 
likely to simply abandon 
their shopping carts with-
out completing a purchase,” 
explained Dr Nikolaos Ko-
rfiatis, of  Norwich Busi-
ness School at UEA.

CENTRiC ‘L3’ 
smartphone 
in India for Rs 
6,749
New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Domestic handset-maker 
CENTRiC Mobiles on 
Monday launched its budg-
et smartphone CENTRiC 
“L3” in India for Rs 6,749.

“We have launched ‘L3’ 
which has all the desired 
specifications in the right 
budget. With L3, we aim 
to become the category 
leaders,” Manish Agarwal, 
founder, CENTRiC Mo-
biles said in a statement.

The device features a 
1.3GHz quad-core proces-
sor with 2GB RAM and 
16GB internal memory 
which can be expanded up 
to 256GB.

The phone comes with 
a 13MP rear auto-focus 
(AF) camera and a 5MP 
front shooter.

There is a 5-inch HD 
IPS display with 2.5D 
curved glass.

The dual-SIM budget 
device has a fingerprint sen-
sor, 4G LTE support and a 
3,050mAh battery. 

Mumbai, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
Stocks rose to fresh life-
time closing high levels 
on optimism over earn-
ings, growth and budget, 
with the benchmark BSE 
Sensex jumping by 199 
points to end at record 

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
For an overwhelming 97 
per cent of Indian busi-
nesses, adopting Next-Gen 
software solutions is the 
key to driving growth and 
expansion while 92 per cent 
of them stated that software 
is important for them to cre-
ate new products or services 
to enter new markets, a sur-
vey said on Monday.

According to the lead-
ing software company CA 
Technologies’ “Modern 
Software Factory” survey, 
91 per cent of the respond-
ents highlighted software as 
key to their digital transfor-
mation journey.

Indian businesses recog-
nise software as the defining 
competitive advantage that 
will enable them to create 
new, disruptive businesses 
or to re-shape their exist-
ing business landscape, the 
findings showed.

“Digital disruption and 
changing customer expec-
tations are driving organi-
sations to become more 
agile, and to introduce new 
products and services to 
meet evolving demands. 

Software is not only a cata-
lyst in transforming ideas 
into outcomes but is also a 
competitive differentiator,” 
Sunil Manglore, Managing 
Director, CA Technologies, 
India, said in a statement. 

“By adopting the mod-
ern software factory frame-
work, organisations are 
better able to speed-up time 
to market, consistently im-
prove the quality of output, 
reduce risk and increase 
productivity,” he added.

Nearly 93 per cent of  
respondents said software is 
essential for them to deliver 
a better customer experi-
ence.

“About 92 per cent said 
it is essential to improving 
insights into customers’ 

needs and wants while 90 
per cent said it is essential 
for repositioning the com-
pany and its brand,” the 
survey noted.

As firms in India be-
come cognizant of the deci-
sive role that software plays 
in facilitating key business 
priorities, the survey also 
found that there is a corre-
sponding emphasis in soft-
ware-related priorities. 

Almost 99 per cent of re-
spondents highlighted that 
it is essential or important 
to have better prioritisation 
of software development in 
line with business goals. 

Although this is seen as 
the most important priority 
in India, less than half of  
them (47 per cent) said their 

IT teams are very effective 
in realising it. 

When it comes to secu-
rity, the respondents asked 
to make security a more 
embedded part of the soft-
ware development process.

The global online sur-
vey of 1,279 senior IT and 
business executives (575 
in the Asia-Pacific region) 
was sponsored by CA Tech-
nologies and conducted by 
industry analyst firm Free-
form Dynamics Intelligence 
Unit in July 2017. 

The Asia-Pacific coun-
tries surveyed were India, 
Australia, China, Hong 
Kong, Japan, Singapore 
and South Korea.

Although software is 
indisputably pivotal for the 
growth of companies, the 
survey found that most or-
ganisations are lacking the 
right IT capabilities. 

“Organisations in India 
need to understand that 
every company today is a 
software company. Without 
a modern approach to soft-
ware, they will be left behind 
in today’s application econ-
omy,” stressed Manglore.

Las Vegas, Jan. 8 (IANS): Expand-
ing its laptop line-up, Taiwanese hard-
ware and electronics brand Acer on 
Monday launched four new devices 
at the ongoing “Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES) 2018” here.

At 8.98-mm thickness, “Swift 7” 
is the world’s thinnest laptop that runs 
Windows 10. It is powered by Intel 
Core i7 processor and features an all-
day battery life and 4G LTE connec-
tion, the company said in a statement.

“Building on the engineering 
breakthroughs from the previous gen-
eration, the new ‘Swift 7’ steps up the 
game with an even slimmer chassis, 
powerful performance and always-on 
4G LTE connectivity for professionals 
on the go,” said Jerry Kao, President 
of IT Products Business of Acer Inc.

The Acer “Swift 7” will be avail-
able in North America in March with 
prices starting at $1,699 and in Europe, 

the Middle East and Africa (EMEA) 
in April with prices starting at 1,699 
euros.  The company also announced 
“Spin 3” (SP314-51) laptop which fea-
tures a 360-degree dual-torque hinge 
that makes it easy to convert into a lap-
top, tablet, display and even provides a 
space-saving tent mode.

It sports the 8th-Gen Intel Core 
processor and provides 12 hours of  
battery life. The Acer “Spin 3” will be 
available in North America in Febru-
ary with prices starting at $599 and in 
EMEA in January with prices starting 
at 649 euros.

Featuring Windows 10 OS, the 15-
inch “Nitro 5” gaming laptop is tar-
geted towards mainstream users.

“With performance to effortlessly 
power mainstream titles, the Acer ‘Ni-
tro 5’ houses essential technologies 
that casual gamers value most,” said 
Jerry Hou, General Manager, Con-

sumer Notebooks, IT Products Busi-
ness, Acer Inc.

The device features the latest-
generation “AMD Radeon RX560” 
graphics. The Acer Nitro 5 will be 
available in North America in April 
with prices starting at $799 and in 
EMEA in April at 1,099 euros.

Acer “Chromebook 11” offers 
a 11.6-inch display.  “The new Acer 
‘Chromebook 11’ will deliver strong 
performance with all the benefits of  
Chrome OS at an excellent value,” said 
James Lin, General Manager, Com-
mercial and Detachable Notebooks, 
IT Products Business, Acer Inc.

Models in the Acer Chromebook 
11 line (CB311-8HT/ CB311-8H) 
will be available in North America in 
April with prices starting at $249 and 
in EMEA in March at 249 euros. The 
company was yet to announce the 
availability of the devices in India.

Hyderabad, Jan. 8 (IANS): In an at-
tempt to extend information technol-
ogy sector outside Hyderabad and 
take it to tier II cities, the Telangana 
government on Monday began work 
on the IT tower in Karimnagar, an of-
ficial statement said. IT Minister K.T. 
Rama Rao laid the foundation stone 
for the tower to be built at a cost of Rs 
25 crore, said the statement from the 
minister’s office.

The construction will be completed 
within one year and provide plug and 
play facilities for IT companies.

The state government signed 
MoUs with six companies, which will 
set up their units in the facility.

In the first phase, direct employ-
ment opportunities will be created for 
1,000 youngsters. The government is 
attracting investments into IT and al-
lied sectors to provide employment to 
youth, said the statement.

Rama Rao said the government 
would also set up regional centre of  
Telangana Academy of Skill and 
Knowledge (TASK) for job seekers and 
T-Hub for job creators in Karimnagar. 

“Our youngsters are second to none 
and I hope and believe that the next 
Googles, Facebooks, and WhatsApps 
will come out of India,” he said.

Stating that Telangana’s GSDP 
growth rate is highest in the country, 
the minister said this was possible due 
to the visionary leadership of Chief  
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao.

The government will soon hold 
meetings with the NRIs from Telan-
gana settled in other countries, request-
ing them to establish their companies 
in the state.

San Francisco, Jan. 8 (IANS): Collabo-
rating with long-time rival chip manufac-
turer AMD, Intel Corporation on Mon-
day announced the 8th-generation Intel 
Core processor with Radeon RX Vega 
M Graphics that has special features 
for gamers, content creators and fans of  
Virtual Reality (VR) and Mixed Reality 
(MR).

The new 8th-gen chipset will come in 
two configurations -- one with “Radeon 
RX Vega M GL Graphics” (65W total 
package power) and the other with “RX 
Vega M GH Graphics” (100W total pack-
age power) which features an unlocked 
configuration.

“Our collaboration with Intel expands 
the installed base for AMD Radeon GPUs 
and brings to market a differentiated solu-
tion for high-performance graphics,” Scott 
Herkelman, Vice President and General 
Manager, AMD Radeon Technologies 
Group, said in a statement. 

“Together, we are offering gamers and 
content creators the opportunity to have a 
thinner-and-lighter PC capable of  deliver-
ing discrete performance-tier graphics ex-
periences in AAA games and content cre-
ation applications,” Herkelman added.

Earlier in November, the chipset ma-
jor first shared details about this new ad-
dition to the 8th-gen Intel Core processor 
family that brings together the Intel quad-
core CPU, Radeon RX Vega M graph-
ics and 4GB dedicated HBM2 using In-
tel’s “Embedded Multi-Die Interconnect 
Bridge” (EMIB) technology. 

EMIB acts as a high-speed intelligent 

information bridge between the GPU 
and HBM2 and reduces the usual silicon 
footprint to less than half  that of  discrete 
components implemented separately, the 
company claimed.

Forthcoming devices that will feature 
this processor will include the thin and 
lightweight 2-in-1s from Dell and HP 
as well as the NUC that Intel had intro-
duced. 

The Intel NUC is a four-by-four inch 
mini PC with a customisable board that 
accepts a wide variety of  memory, storage 
and operating systems.

Meanwhile, with 14.6 per cent market 
share, Samsung Electronics replaced chip 
maker giant Intel to become the top play-
er in the global semiconductor industry in 
2017, market research firm Gartner said.

This is the first time Intel has been 
toppled since 1992 as worldwide semi-
conductor revenue totalled $419.7 billion 
in 2017 -- a 22.2 per cent increase from 
2016.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): With digital 
transformation comes the daunting task of  
preparing a workforce for technologies like 
Big Data, Cloud, Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Internet of  Things (IoT) that can 
address the massive demand coming from 
governments and businesses in India.

According to a top IBM executive, 
the time is ripe to start the journey right 
from schools and universities, leading to 
up-skilling and re-skilling the enterprise 
and start-up developers’ community in the 
country.

Between 2010 and 2030, India’s work-
ing population is expected to expand from 
750 million to almost one billion.

“Without adequate education and 
training, such population growth poses an 
increased risk of  the emergence of  a grow-
ing class of  under or unemployed. Skill is 
emerging as the new currency across busi-
nesses globally and in India,” Seema Ku-
mar, Country Leader, Developer Ecosys-
tem and Start-ups, IBM India/South Asia, 
told IANS.

“We believe the industry is no more 
bifurcated into blue-collar and white-col-
lar jobs. The ‘new collar’ job community 
is embracing technology rapidly, forging 
deeper relationships with ecosystem part-
ners and acquiring ‘in-demand’ skill-sets,” 
Kumar emphasised.

Sensing the urgent need to build a tal-
ent pool for the future, IBM recently an-
nounced a collaboration with the Telecom 
Sector Skill Council (TSSC) to spur emerg-
ing technology skills in the domestic tele-
com industry.

The agreement outlines a roadmap to 
build capabilities in the areas of  informa-
tion and communication technology (ICT) 
to provide the required and relevant skills 
for the telecom Industry.

“This collaboration will provide an 
opportunity to students and young profes-
sionals to get skilled in emerging technolo-
gies including Big Data, Cloud Comput-
ing, IoT and mobile applications that have 
a huge potential in the telecom sector,” 
Kumar said. 

IBM’s student developers’ programme 

(career education) that infuses software 
capabilities that are industry specific and 
market relevant has helped more than 
24,000 students and faculty members de-
velop industry-relevant software capabili-
ties. Developers are the new marketers and 
decision-makers across organisations and 
it has become imperative to make them the 
centre of  the core strategy.

“We also have collaboration with US-
based Galvanize and Coursera to offer cog-
nitive and Cloud curriculum to developers 
to help them equip with new age require-
ments around data science and Machine 
Learning (ML), etc,” the IBM executive 
said.

In 2017, IBM organised “IBM Develo-
perConnect Roadshow” in Mumbai, Ben-
galuru and Hyderabad where it offered 
day-long workshops that combined techni-
cal sessions and hands-on activities, led by 
technical experts from IBM around data 
science, ML and Cloud.

“We are going to organise the ‘IBM 
Code’ day for developers in Bengaluru on 
February 14 which is another step towards 
introducing the developer community to 
IBM technologies,” Kumar told IANS.

IBM also has an online learning plat-
form Cognitiveclass.ai that offers several 
online courses in the area of  data science, 
AI, big data and Blockchain.

“We also work with external Edtech 
partners who offer structured courses and 
curriculum based on these technologies. 
For instance, Jigsaw Academy is lever-
aging the IBM Data Science experience 
platform and CognitiveClass.ai to offer 
advanced customised learning to students 
and professionals on data science,” Kumar 
noted. Similarly, GlobalKnowledge is a 
training partner offering detailed courses 
on Cloud and cognitive development, 
also enabling professional certifications in 
these domains.

“Today, we are witnessing start-ups 
adopting Cloud at a fast pace, looking at 
creating enterprise class solutions and use 
best practices at a competitive cost, more 
agile systems and greater efficiency,” Ku-
mar said.

News iN Brief

34,352.79.
The broader NSE Nif-

ty for the first time closed 
above 10,600 mark after 
consistent buying by do-
mestic and foreign inves-
tors. Gains in key IT, capi-
tal goods, healthcare and 
metal stocks helped both 
the key indices to scale 
new peaks.

The 30-share Sensex 
continued its upward 
march to touch a new 
intra-day record high of  
34,385.67, surpassing its 
previous high of  34,188.85 
hit on January 5.

But it lost some ground 
due to profit-booking and 
settled at a new closing 

peak of  34,352.79, up 
198.94 points, or 0.58 
per cent. The Sensex bet-
tered its previous record 
of  34,153.85 touched on 
January 5.

In last two days, the 
index has gained 360.47 
points.

Similarly, the broad-
er 50-issue NSE Nifty 
hit a new intra-day high 
of  10,631.20, smashing 
its previous record of  
10,566.10 hit on January 
5.

However, it shed 
some grounds to close 
at 10,623.60, still a new 
closing high, up by 64.75 
points or 0.61 per cent.

It broke the previ-
ous record of  10,558.85 
reached on January 5.

Traders said sentiment 
remained upbeat on con-
tinuous foreign fund in-
flows and unbated buying 
by investors amid expecta-
tions of  encouraging quar-
terly earnings and hopes 
of  growth-oriented budget 
next month.

Firm global cues with 
most other Asian markets 
rising with the corporate 
earnings season about 
to kick off  amid more 
records on Wall Street, too 
positively impacted on the 
domestic bourses here.

India’s economic 
growth is estimated to 
slow down to 4- year low 
of  6.5 per cent this fiscal, 
the lowest under the NDA 
regime, mainly due to GST 
impact on manufacturing 
and subdued farm output.

The Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) was 7.1 
per cent in 2016-17 and 8 
per cent in the preceding 
year. It was 7.5 per cent in 
2014-15.

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) have been 
supporting the ongoing 
rally in the new year by 
pumping in sizeable mon-
ey into the market. FPIs 
bought shares to the tune 
of  Rs 581.43 crore while 
domestic institutional 
investors(DIIs) purchased 
shares worth a net Rs 
243.13 crore last Friday, as 
per provisional data from 
the stock exchanges.
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Bell the Cat

It is now an accepted statement by all and sundry that 
2017 was the year of agitations and protests in Nagaland. 
In all the cases ,if observed properly, the reason behind 

were the decisions of the government especially the elected 
representatives lacking foresight with grave miscalculations 
about the general tenor of the citizens . In some cases it was 
laced with severe arrogance by the legislators leading to the 
public outrage and violence. All fingers continue to point at 
the sixty-odd lawmakers of the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly for the fracas that the previous year was and chaos that 
the assembly  tenure was. 

However, eventually it is the public  who elected them to 
be members of the August House. It is the electorates who 
gave them their opportunity to be the lawmakers of the 
state. As stated often in this space it might have been the 
worst case scenario of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly in 
its history. It probably reached its nadir in the last year of 
the current tenure. Regardless, the public also have to share 
the blame to some extent and need to open their eyes ulti-
mately.

The Nagaland public should look beyond the decision 
making powers of the legislators with their assigned port-
folios.  The public should look beyond the excessive use of 
powers that make the legislators unofficial chief executives 
even when it is not required. The consequences becomes 
costly because ultimately the legislators are the lawmakers. 
They make laws for the people to follow; it is as simple as it 
can get. The reason why they are referred to as lawmakers 
in the first place. They are the ones who will decide what 
laws are appropriate to be enacted in the state. In case of 
Nagaland the legislators are the ones who have been given 
special provisions by the constitution of the country. They 
have the powers to decide if any law passed by the Parlia-
ment that affects or pertains to customs and traditions of 
the people can be extended to Nagaland. 

Nevertheless, in every election the public ignores all 
these  very crucial details. Human bias comes into play and 
the crucial selection of who would be best to be empowered 
with such powers is thrown out of the window before en-
tering the booth. The public needs to get rid of the exces-
sive hero-worship of the legislators, in fact for any leader in 
the state. The public should start to blow less of one’s own 
trumpet. One’s  own extends to one’s own family, clan, khel, 
vilage, range/area, village, tribe and region in the Naga con-
text. All in all the Nagas need to get rid of the very primi-
tive way of posturing oneself- the ‘mine if bigger than yours’  
mentality at least with communities within the state. Only 
then  clarity will be found  by the people to elect the right 
kind of persons.  

How can you create physical, daily reminders of God’s 
faithfulness to you? Share it with us in the comment 

section at odb.org.

Some mornings when I go online, Facebook shows me “memories”—
things I’ve posted on that day in previous years. These memories, 
such as photos from my brother’s wedding or a video of my daugh-

ter playing with my grandmother, usually make me smile. But sometimes 
they have a more profound emotional effect. When I see a note about a 
visit to my brother-in-law during his chemotherapy or a picture of the 
staples across my mother’s scalp after her brain surgery three years ago, 
I am reminded of God’s faithful presence during difficult circumstances. 
These Facebook memories nudge me towards prayer and gratitude.

All of us are prone to forget the things God has done for us. We need 
reminders. When Joshua led God’s people towards their new home, they 
had to cross the Jordan River (Joshua 3:15–16). God parted the waters, 
and His people walked through on dry land (v. 17). To create a memorial 
of this miracle, they took twelve stones from the middle of the riverbed 
and stacked them on the other side (4:3, 6–7). When others asked what 
the stones meant, God’s people would tell the story of what God had done 
that day. 

Physical reminders of God’s faithfulness in the past can remind us to 
trust Him in the present—and with the future.

BIBLE READ:  JOSHUA 3:14–4:7
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the 
judgments he pronounced. Psalm 105:5

DAILY
PATH
Stones of Remembrance

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

A
t the very outset let me assert the plurality 
of my identity. I am Naga, yet, I belong to 
a particular clan, a village, and a ‘nation’. 
I enjoy the cultural privileges within my 

society even as one hailing from a minority com-
munity in the midst of larger communities and 
many powerful forces. Upholding a semblance of 
independence is a continuing struggle.

Here, I am not trying to assert the fatalisms 
which have steadily unfastened and fractured the 
bond that many Nagas had tilled with their lives. 
My intent is rather to remind oneself of the dan-
gers that arise out of a homogenising tendency in 
the aspiration of nations, as history tells us so. Sec-
ondly, to acknowledge our plural identity in order 
to be aware of the ‘othering’ that often arises out 
of such plurality. Because to aspire and imagine a 
future together, I am of the view that it is necessary 
to be cognizant of our varied actualities which had 
shaped and still continue to mould our collective 
memories. Not for its own sake, but to soothe some 
of our tainted memories that such diversity had at 
times brought about—with the humility to ask for 
forgiveness and also have the courage and kind-
ness to forgive, for a more purposeful and mean-
ingful future of our people. Without such acts of 
reconciliation, how do we imagine a collective des-
tiny, an inclusive Naga Homeland? 

Acknowledging all our past and present actual-
ities, unless we, as a people, are ready to rectify our 
past mistakes and nurture a familial bond amidst 
us, it is unlikely that any status of any form will 
bring about a united people. The prolonged sys-
temic association entailed by a single administra-
tion may bring a semblance or to a certain extent, 
a notion of belongingness. But is that all that the 
Nagas have strived for over the years? Are our iden-
tities, relationships, and aspirations solely depend-
ent on being entitled under a state-system? No 
doubt, to live under one roof would be a blessing 
and a fulfilment of the cherished vision of our peo-
ple, despite the uphill task that it will be. But can 
we and should we not also aspire for a Naga nation 
beyond the rigid conceptions of a nation-state?

A Naga Nation still in the making 

At the risk of sounding utopian and insensible, the 
Naga identity and the Naga nation that I yearn for, is 
still in the making. An identity I can aspire to, rather 
than content with the present. To be enlightened by 
the past, yet, not dragged down by it. To be a Naga 
who is more forgiving and has the magnanimity to 
share one’s privileges. To break bread with any Naga, 
regardless of human-made boundaries—either by 
the state or in our hearts. To be grounded in lived 
actualities and being aware of all the odds that are 
against us, still, have the sincere willingness and in-
tegrity to rejoice in Kuknalim for all. A Naga-Land 
where one moves beyond the rhetoric of being one 
family, and enact what we profess.

The nation that I want to aspire for will not be 
built by our leaders alone, but each one of us will 
have to strive for a future moulded from the grass-
roots level. What I am aspiring for, is not out of my 
imagination alone. One only has to interact with 
the many young Nagas who aim for such future, 
and some are already on this path. The silver lining 
is already on the horizon.

“Nagas Without Borders”
In a recent measles outbreak in Lahe Township, 
Myanmar, it was heartening to witness the deeds 
of many amongst us from the Indian side of the 
‘border’ reaching out to the Nagas in Myanmar—
with the much needed moral support and mate-
rial resources. The food, clothing and medicinal 
supplies for the outreach were funded with the 
resources gathered from our midst—each to one’s 
own capacity and out of one’s volition— utilising 
our technological privileges, relative wealth and 
human resources.

There are also Christian missionaries among 
us who are reaching out to the Nagas in Myan-
mar with the gospel of Christ, despite the constant 
threat to their lives. I’ve also heard the warm sound 
of few young Nagas reviving and regaling with the 
rich songs of our ancestors—the deep repository of 
our narratives: of a village; a clan; of the life world 
that was. The collective memories that make us 
who we are and what we can be.

Furthermore, many Nagas are also study-
ing and working in various areas of the Indian 
sub-continent, as well as in different parts of the 
world. Despite the struggles that one has to face 
in such milieu, it has to a certain extent provided 

a platform for many Nagas to interact and live out 
a small aspect of their lives together: a sharing of 
narratives and actualities which we need on a 
much larger scale and frequency, if we are to over-
come the walls in our hearts. Few Nagas have also 
donned the entrepreneurial role and are now job 
makers rather than waiting for a job to come their 
way. Hopefully, many more will have the courage to 
set out on such arduous path. But for many more to 
take such a path, and for them to thrive, our society 
will have to learn to support them with our deeds.

I’ll like to believe that many of us are also liv-
ing in our own capacity, the best that we can be, 
not just for one’s sake but also for our people. As 
it is only such heartfelt concern and ingenuity 
at the grassroots level which will truly nurture a 
meaningful Naga Homeland. Without such efforts, 
a total reliance on top-down bureaucratic setup, 
compounded by our limited resources, and under 
the onslaught of crony capitalism, it is very likely 
that our self-seeking isms will resurface, despite 
our best intentions. We risk being a nation for a 
few in power—not for the community— the Naga 
peoples.

Therefore, I am of the view that a concerted 
effort in our individual capacities as well as at the 
organisational level is the need at every hour. Lest 
we forget, we, the Nagas, still do retain strong tra-
ditional institutions which command respect and 
loyalty of our people, despite all its flaws. I am of 
the view that these institutions will have to evolve 
from their overtly political character in the present, 
into institutions that concerns itself with many 
other issues—be it culture, environment, educa-
tion, human rights, and so on. Else, what will a na-
tion where its natural resources are ravaged, and its 
people oblivious to their roots, aspire for? 

I am a Christian and Jesus Christ is the foun-
dation of my aspirations. And it is under His grace 
and might that we have made it thus far. So, it is 
only right that we discern our foundation, in the 
imagining of our future. As it is written in the Bible, 
“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders la-
bour in vain.”

Kuknalim!

Pamyo Chamrui is a student of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi. He is an avid reader and 

loves photography.

E
very Nation or Organisation has their 
challenging contexts to grapple with and 
disturbing concerns to discern and deal 
with.

Caste system, religious fundamentalism, un-
bridled capitalism and entrenched patriarchy are 
to name but a few in the Indian context. The most 
disturbing concern for Naga Nation, I feel, is that 
Naga Democratic institutions lie mutilated and 
strewn all over beyond recognition. Like termites 
eating into the vitals of wooden pillars; the ethi-
cal, moral and spiritual foundation on which once 
proudly stood the Naga edifice of Direct Democ-
racy (Participatory Democracy from the Clan and 
upwards), is today cracking and crumbling. Pru-
dent activism and not reactive ‘Mindless Actions’ 
to issues have to be replaced with ‘Mindful  Ac-
tions’ through analysis of what the problems are, 
what causes them and addressing the root causes.

Article 371-A was a climb down but a game 
changing moment nevertheless, but it remained 
an abstract rhetoric without any justifiable, tan-
gible road map (in the Naga Court of Law, if not 
anywhere else). Sans operation plan backed by 
notifications, state rules and subsequent amend-
ments and orders, what could have reinforced 
and unleashed the unique Naga way of life, of par-
ticipatory democracy, on our own terms, remains 
a fossilized creature with ornamental value – with 
limited utility. As it stands now on shaky ground, 
you invoke the Article if it suits someone and den-
igrate if ‘regressive’ to others.

Or was it shrewdly done on purpose by the 
Oppressor India like it does today with adivasis/
tribals in Schedule V areas where two revolution-
ary legislations – the Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA) 
and Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas 
Act (PESA) 1996, remain sorely unimplemented. 
Laws that literally shifted power from the Centre 
to the Gram Sabhas (village assemblies) for Self 
Governance, but lack teeth without organic link-
ages in the governance structures, State Rules 
and Notifications under PESA and diversionary 
and distractive strategies and tactics of the forest 
bureaucracy and tiger conservation lobby under 
FRA. Similarly, in Schedule VI areas of Northeast 
of India there is no organic link in the governance 
structures from the village level and upwards. 
So, in the case of Naga-Land, however powerful, 
credible and authentic the traditional bodies like 
Naga Hoho or tribal hohos and village institutions 
might be, the State machinery is not legally bound 
or mandated to listen to them, let alone act.

More water cannons and military might could 
still be wielded to suppress democratic dissent in 
the days ahead. The gap between the elected and 

the electors is bound to increase if the clamour 
for participatory democracy is not heightened, 
for provisioning organically linked structures 
right from the Clan to Village up to the Naga Par-
liament or legislative assembly. Failing which, we 
will perpetually remain entangled in the Indian 
parliamentary form of “representative democ-
racy” where local elected MLAs will pretend to be 
our representatives and take decisions left, right 
and centre, in all nooks and corners. Is this what 
we want to reduce the great Naga civilization to? 
That your voice begins and ends at the polling 
booth once every five years? It is about time to 
analyse and understand whether ‘power’ is exer-
cised by the elite few, a despotic collective or, by 
a genuine people’s collective. And then, critically 
engage in democratic actions to turn the tables in 
our favour – for a more equitable and just society, 
founded on participatory democracy at all levels 
of our society, economy and polity – including our 
town and municipal bodies. The real challenge is 
the intention (choosing between two types of ac-
tivism cited below) and ability of Nagas to strate-
gically and effectively turn problems into ‘Issues’ 
through critical and sustained engagement. For 
which, we need to understand the nuances and 
optics of ‘activism’.

What kind of activism critically engages with 
the system fortransformational change of society? 
These are crucial questions that Nagas confront 
now. ‘Activism’ broadly is actions to bring about 
political or social change. The distinguishing fea-
ture between social activism and political activ-
ism is that the former attempts to address ‘issues’ 
while the latter attempts to address issues by in-
terrogating the unjust and unequal political and 
social power structure in society that are at the 
‘root of these issues’. In other words, political ac-
tivism enters the terrain of power relations, com-
peting and/ or challenging the existing dominant 
political and/or economic power. While social 
activists primarily attempt to raise issues hoping 
that the existing power structure would address 
their grievances or demands (anti-corruption 
drives, clean election campaign, etc.), the political 
activists seek to confront the existing power struc-
ture to create a negotiating space for larger and 
deeper reforms of significant impact and impor-
tance to society so that such issues do not recur.

Political activism, through struggles, simulta-
neously moves into the space opened up by their 
actions to engage politically with the structures of 
democracy. The changes sought are substantial 
and long standing. (Gram Sabhas for instance un-
der the Forest Rights Act and PESA have unprec-
edented powers shifted from the Centre to the vil-
lages. Our 371-A is impressive but sans power at 
the village level where it is supposed to be rooted). 
Social activists, on the other hand, largely focus on 

grievance redressal of individuals or small groups 
of aggrieved without seeking systemic changes in 
governance that eradicates the possibility of such 
grievances re-emerging.

Further, political activism can also be to re-
tain status quo and the existing hegemony, to 
come to power replacing the existing power 
groups or to democratize the power structure 
to a more egalitarian, equitable and just society. 
The former two retains the existing inequitable 
hegemonic power structure while the latter seeks 
to radically restructure society through empow-
erment of grassroots and dismantling the he-
gemonic power structure. The political strategy 
adopted are accordingly developed which then 
determines the actions of the activists in intent 
and content. Such a critical understanding would 
be useful to understand the real nature of activ-
ism and activists rather than be carried away by 
rhetoric, polemics or grandiose statements. In a 
democracy, all these typologies of activism are 
natural. A vibrant democracy requires a good 
enough expanding space for all such activisms to 
flower and flourish and is not unhealthy or threat 
to development or progress.

In Naga politics which are the political proc-
esses that are trying to retain the hegemonic sta-
tus quo and those that challenge the status quo? 
And here we are neither talking in terms of change 
in leadership nor in terms of change in political 
party at all. It is not about transfer of power be-
tween one group to another. We are rather talking 
about a transfer of power from hegemonic struc-
tures to a more community-centred participatory 
structure, a change of the power equation from a 
centralized to a non-centralized system which is 
more democratic. This is a structural change. Sim-
ilarly, in the ongoing Naga-India Peace Talks, that 
has just appeared to have gotten more ‘inclusive’, 
so to speak, the ‘Collective Leadership’ is purport-
edly negotiating from a ‘position of power’, as 
‘two separate entities’, of ‘shared sovereignty’, etc., 
which, if true, is progressive to the extent of de-
mocratizing and empowering Naga people, in the 
given economic and geopolitical circumstances. 
But what, why and how after that?

The fundamental question is the question of 
power. Whether our development priorities are 
embedded in a governance model that is based on 
participatory democracy of the local community 
and where everything is under the control of local 
communities.

James Pochury is from Meluri living and working 
in Delhi with ActionAid, an International NGO 

that works on human rights issues, including 
Peoples Control over Resources and Radical 

Democratisation of society, economy and polity 
at all levels

T
ogether, we have the solution if you really 
want it. Read on....  

Did you observe that our politicians are 
still hovering around like migratory birds 

that couldn’t settle on the trees?  In the past, money 
was the factor, but now they have access money in 
their hands and still know that something is Missing 
drastically,  and they don’t know exactly what , they 
are CONFUSED and I believe they are not about to 
find out until the election is over !

This is the season for the politicians to come to 
the people showcasing their performance and what 
other good things they have in store, but since they 
have nothing except deliberate mismanagement 
they have  resorted to diversion tactic by shuttling 
and flocking between Kohima and Delhi in despera-
tion making a spectacle farce move in the sight of 
this nation scrapping away what little humanitarian 
regards was left for our people from their past many 
such moves and now with slogans like “Solution be-

fore X-Mass” Solution before Election” “Exemption 
from Election” etc.  They ought to know better that 
this facade of themselves being busy with these is-
sues can neither hoodwink nor divert the attention 
away from their emptiness any longer, lest they for-
get the series of their drama that have been unfold-
ing since past four years still continuing to do so. 

Remember? A thief flees where no one pursue 
. Confusion is operational among the legislators 
which should continue and intensify  more after 
the dissolution of the house.  People are thoroughly 
fed up with this insanity and are  sufficiently in-
formed about the dangers of continuation without 
resistance. Therefore, when the public especially 
the young people show resentment of present con-
ditions even in their body language and rises lit-
tle temperature in the  air then our legislators are 
bound to be nervous and when the momentum of 
people’s resistance increase and gathers required 
level of energy and the VOICE becomes louder and 
threatening then FEAR will befall our present cor-
rupt legislators. History has taught us that, when 
the revolutionary spirit begins to touch people, it 

generates invincible energy and power that silence 
the tyranny and FEAR befalls the enemy.  This is the 
moment to kill the BEAST. When is better moment 
to defeat the enemy other  then when they are con-
fused and at the verge of nervousness even with a 
little push ? My point is, we are in a perfect position 
to take this advantage, because we have enumer-
able proof and evidence that supported this kind of 
movements in other parts of the world in the past 
so it has to work in our situation as well, but if we as 
a people fail to wake up to embrace this moment, 
the same opportunity will never come back in our 
life time. 

Therefore, when the right moment comes the 
concern citizens should gather in a place from every 
district and make a simple roadmap to mobilise the 
potential and responsible  candidates from across 
the state and to nominate them from a party cho-
sen by the collective wisdom and take them to the 
people to be elected and  replace the present corrupt 
batch of politicians. It is as simple as that.  Do you 
still think it is not possible?  If so, you lack courage!  
GET SOME FROM ME. 

Nagas Without Borders: Imagining the Future 
For a Meaningful and Inclusive Naga Homeland

Activism - the Tool of Critical Engagement

Dear Nagas, is it Change You Want?  Part 2

Pamyo Chamrui

James Pochury

Kaka Zhimomi
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):   Once begun 
is half  done, as the saying goes. This certain-
ly applies to you today, Aries. Yes, it’s true 
that you have a considerable amount of  work 

ahead of  you, but surely you know that you can get it 
done. Trite as it may sound, making a list (no, you don’t 
have to check it twice) will help you break the projects 
down into manageable chunks. It’s so much easier to 
focus only on the next step rather than the entire Her-
culean task.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): How annoy-
ing when work gets in the way of  pleasure, 
but there are times when professional oppor-
tunities are simply too good to pass up. That 

beguiling creature you’ve had your eye on will just have 
to wait for you another day. For now, Taurus, focus on 
the business at hand. With the current aspect at play, the 
payoff  could be tremendous!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): One disadvan-
tage of  attics is that so much junk tends to get 
stored up there. Today is the day for you to 
clean house. You’ve been putting this off  long 

enough and now must face the dust and debris in your 
own personal attic. Whether it’s emotional messes that 
need cleaning up or business matters that beg for atten-
tion, know that you will be hurting yourself  and your 
future prospects if  you delay any longer.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It seems your 
ship is about to come in, Cancer. At least, the 
planets seem to think so. Your years of culti-
vating business relationships will pay off in the 

form of increased sales or new business opportunities. It 
seems this success spills over into your personal life as well. 
Life on the home front has never been more serene. You are 
the conductor of this melodious symphony that is your life. 
Congratulations!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Why does being pa-
tient have to take so long? quipped one frustrated 
soul. Could it have been you, Leo? Waiting has 
never been your strong suit, there’s no question 

about it. You will get through today more easily if  you con-
centrate on finding an outlet for your pent-up frustration. A 
visit to the gym or a vigorous cleaning of the house would 
help.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): We all know the ad-
age, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 
But you can’t help feeling that you have tried and 
tried and tried to no avail. All that is about to 

change, Virgo, as you begin to reap the fruits of your labors. 
You can expect to see things from a new, unusual perspec-
tive. This will allow you to sidestep the obstacles that have 
been blocking you recently. Pay extra attention today and 
make a mental note, if  not a physical one, of any unusual 
ideas you have.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Whatever you want, 
Libra, you need only ask for it and there is a good 
chance you will get it. And it’s about time, too. It 
seems you have been working exceptionally hard 
lately. You are certainly due for a raise, if  not a 

promotion. Gather your thoughts, collect your supporting 
evidence, and ask for what you deserve. If  your yen for more 
public recognition is nagging at you, then take steps today to 
ensure that you get more time in the spotlight.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   It’s time once 
and for all to tie up all those loose ends of proj-
ects left undone. Much as you may dread it, think 
of it this way, Scorpio: by completing these tasks 

you clear space for exciting new projects to come your way. 
Know that everything bodes well today for all things finan-
cial and professional. Perhaps you’ll get that bonus that’s 
due you!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Junk 
mail and a few telephone solicitations would al-
most be a welcome relief from the intense com-
munications you’ve been having with people late-
ly. All this intensity is interesting, to be sure, but 

also more time consuming than you’d like. You barely have 
time to handle your own affairs, much less those of others. 
If  you begin to feel yourself at the bursting point, call your 
own personal time-out. A shower or bath would do you a 
world of good, Sagittarius.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): It isn’t near-
ly as bad as you think, Capricorn. In fact, things 
are definitely looking up. Of course, you’ll never 
know that if  you refuse to drag yourself out of  

bed to see for yourself. Your hard work of the last few months 
has left you enervated and somewhat drained. But today you 
begin to see the payoff! It’s time to get up, get dressed, and 
dazzle the world with your brilliance. You know you can do it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Think of your-
self  as a marathon runner. You have a very long 
distance to travel, but the sweetness is not just to 
be found in crossing the finish line, but rather in 
relishing all the sights along the way. While your 

head today is overflowing with plans and ideas, you begin to 
feel deflated when you begin to consider all the logistics of  
realizing these dreams. Fret not, Aquarius. The planets have 
blessed you with an energy level that is equal to the task, so go 
ahead and get started!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  It’s time for you to 
tap in to that inner resource that you have always 
known existed. Your ability to heal is extraordi-
nary, and there’s no point in denying it any longer. 

Your mind is like a sponge, thirsty to soak up any new knowl-
edge or practice about the healing arts. You might spend today 
browsing a New Age bookstore. Or why not spend a relaxing 
hour lying flat out on a table, learning from the skilled fingers 
of a master masseuse?

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
ndia today took a major step ahead in 
upgrading computing capacity in the 
area of weather forecasting and climate 
monitoring. Union Minister for Earth 

Sciences Dr.HarshVardhan inaugurated a su-
per computer system at the Indian Institute 
of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) here on Mon-
day, taking its total high performance com-
puting (HPC) power to as high as 6.8 Petaflop.

With this, India will now occupy the fourth 
position, next only to United Kingdom, Japan 
and USA in terms of dedicated capacity for 
HPC resources for weather and climate pro-
poses. The UK leads with a capacity of 20.4 

Petaflop, followed by Japan with 20 Petaflop 
and USA with 10.7 Petaflop. India had till now 
occupied the eighth position with a capacity 
of 1 Petaflop. With the new system, it has now 
jumped over Korea (4.8 Petaflop), France (4.4 
Petaflop) and China (2.6 Petaflop). A petaflop 
is the ability of a computer to execute one 
quadrillion floating point operations per sec-
ond (FLOPS).

The augmentation in the computing ca-
pacity would result in major improvements 
in various services offered by institutions un-
der the Ministry of Earth Sciences for weath-
er, climate and ocean state forecasts. The new 
supercomputer has been named ‘Pratyush’.

For instance, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) would be able to predict 
extreme weather events such as Mumbai 

floods of 2005, Kedarnath deluge of 2013 or 
Chennai floods of 2015 more accurately. It 
would also be able provide more exact fore-
cast for cyclones with longer lead times and 
more precise estimate of where it would 
cross the coast.  It would also help farmers 
get better seasonal, extended range forecast 
of active, and break spells of monsoon and 
fishermen better input on the quality of the 
marine water all along the Indian coast.

Of the 6.8 Petaflop, four Petaflop has been 
set up at IITM and the balance 2.8 Petaflop 
at the National Centre for Medium Range 
Weather Forecast (NCMRWF) at Noida. The 
computing capacity will be available to all 
user institutions. Among other things, the 
Tsunami Warning Centre under the Minis-
try’s Indian National Centre for Ocean Infor-

mation Services will make use of the system 
to improve upon its tsunami forecast.

Dedicating the supercomputer set up at a 
cost of Rs. 450 crore, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, said 
the improvement in the computing capac-
ity would go a long way in delivering various 
societal applications committed by MoES. It 
will also give a major fillip to research activi-
ties not only in MoES but also in academic 
institutions working on earth science related 
issues.

“MoES endeavours to provide world class 
services in the areas of weather, climate, 
ocean and seismology and constantly strives 
to upgrade its research activities and other 
infrastructure facilities. In order to provide 
useful services, it runs several computation-
ally intensive applications on high perform-

ance computers. In the last 10 years, the HPC 
infrastructure at MoES had grown from 40 
Teraflops in 2008 to one Petaflop in 2013-14. 
Now, it has gone up further,” the minister 
added.

Speaking to India Science Wire, MoES 
Secretary Dr.Madhavan Nair Rajeevan agreed 
that upgradation of the computing capabil-
ity was only a necessary condition and was 
by itself not adequate to improve various 
forecasting services offered by MoES. “We are 
aware that there is a need to also have more 
effective models, larger data at different lev-
els and well qualified manpower to make use 
of the increasing computing capacity. We are 
working on them in parallel. The benefits of 
the supercomputer would keep growing over 
time”. 

R
esearch suggests that ‘pathogens 
might not get such an easy ride on 
their migratory hosts as we might as-
sume.’

Have you ever got on a flight and the per-
son next to you started sneezing? With 37 mil-
lion scheduled flights transporting people 
around the world each year, you might think 
that the viruses and other germs carried by 
travellers would be getting a free ride to new 
pastures, infecting people as they go.

Yet pathogenic microbes are surprisingly 
bad at expanding their range by hitching rides 
on planes. Microbes find it difficult to thrive 
when taken out of their ecological comfort 
zone; Bali might just be a tad too hot for a Tas-
manian parasite to handle.

But humans aren’t the only species to go 
global with their parasites. Billions of animals 
have been flying, swimming and running 
around the globe every year on their seasonal 
migrations, long before the age of the aero-
plane. The question is, are they picking up new 
pathogens on their journeys? And if they are, 
are they transporting them across the world?

Migratory animals are the usual suspects for 

disease spread
With the rate of zoonotic diseases (patho-

gens that jump from animals to humans) on 
the rise, migratory animals have been under 
increasing suspicion of aiding the spread of 
devastating diseases such as bird flu, Lyme 
disease and even Ebola.

These suspicions are bad for migrating 
animals, because they are often killed in large 
numbers when considered a disease threat. 
They are also bad for humans, because blam-
ing animals may obscure other important fac-
tors in disease spread, such as animal trade. So 
what’s going on?

Despite the logical link between animal 
migration and the spread of their pathogens, 
there is in fact surprisingly little direct evi-
dence that migrants frequently spread patho-
gens long distances.

This is because migratory animals are 
notoriously hard for scientists to track. Their 
movements make them difficult to test for in-
fections over the vast areas that they occupy.

But other theories exist that explain the 
lack of direct evidence for migrants spreading 
pathogens. One is that, unlike humans who 
just have to jump on a plane, migratory ani-
mals must work exceptionally hard to travel. 
Flying from Australia to Siberia is no easy feat 
for a tiny migratory bird, nor is swimming be-
tween the poles for giant whales. Human ath-

letes are less likely to finish a race if battling 
infections and likewise, migrant animals may 
have to be at the peak of health if they are to 
survive such gruelling journeys. Sick travellers 
may succumb to infection before they, or their 
parasitic hitchhikers, reach their final destina-
tion.

Put simply, if a sick animal can’t migrate, 
then neither can its parasites.

On the other hand, migrants have been do-
ing this for millennia. It is possible they have 
adapted to such challenges, keeping pace in 
the evolutionary arms race against pathogens 
and able to migrate even while infected. In 
this case, pathogens may be more successful 
at spreading around the world on the backs 
of their hosts. But which theory does the evi-
dence support?

Sick animals can still spread disease
To try and get to the bottom of this question, 
we identified as many studies testing this hy-
pothesis as we could, extracted their data and 
combined them to look for any overarching 
patterns.

We found that infected migrants across 
species definitely felt the cost of being sick: 
they tended to be in poorer condition, didn’t 
travel as far, migrated later and had lower 
chances of survival. However, infection af-
fected these traits differently. Movement was 

hit hardest by infection, but survival was only 
weakly impacted. Infected migrants may not 
die as they migrate, but perhaps they restrict 
long-distance movements to save energy.

So pathogens seem to pose some costs on 
their migratory hosts, which would reduce the 
chances of migrants spreading pathogens, but 
perhaps not enough of a cost to eliminate the 
risk completely.

But an important piece of the puzzle is still 
missing. In humans, travelling increases our 
risk of getting ill because we come into con-
tact with new germs that our immune system 
has never encountered before. Are migrants 
also more susceptible to unfamiliar microbes 
as they travel to new locations, or have they 
adapted to this as well?

Guts of migrants resistant to microbial in-
vasion

To investigate the susceptibility of mi-
grants, we went in a different direction and 
decided to look at the gut bacteria of migra-
tory shorebirds – grey, unassuming birds that 
forage on beaches or near water and that un-
dergo some of the longest and fastest migra-
tions in the animal kingdom.

Most animals have hundreds of bacterial 
species living in their guts, which help break 
down nutrients and fight off potential patho-
gens. Every new microbe you ingest can only 
colonise your gut if the environmental con-

ditions are to its liking and competition with 
current residents isn’t too high. In some cases, 
it may thrive so much it becomes an infection.

We found the migratory shorebirds we 
studied were exceptionally good at resisting 
invasion from ingested microbes, even after 
flying thousands of kilometres and putting 
their gut under extreme physiological strain. 
Birds that had just returned from migration 
(during which they stopped in many places 
in China, Japan, and South East Asia), didn’t 
carry any more species of bacteria than those 
that had stayed around the same location for 
a year.

The Conversation Although these results 
need to be tested in other migratory species, 
our research suggests that, like human air traf-
fic, pathogens might not get such an easy ride 
on their migratory hosts as we might assume. 
There is no doubt that migrants are involved 
in pathogen dispersal to some degree, but 
there is increasing evidence that we shouldn’t 
jump the gun when it comes to blaming mi-
grants.

Alice Risely is a PhD candidate in Ecol-
ogy, Deakin University; Bethany J Hoye is 

a lecturer in Animal Ecology, University of 
Wollongong, and Marcel Klaassen is a Alfred 

Deakin Professor and Chair in Ecology, 
Deakin University.

India Jumps to Fourth Place in Computing 
Capacity for Weather Forecasting

Why Blaming Migratory Animals for Global Disease Is a Step in Haste

Paving the Way to an Inclusive India, One Judgment at a Time

T
he Supreme Court of India is shifting the para-
digm on disability rights.

A few weeks ago, two very progressive judg-
ments on disability rights were delivered by the 

Supreme Court of India on the very same day. Interest-
ingly, both judgments were delivered by Justice A.K. 
Sikri, who has been one of the most ardent champions of 
equal rights for persons with disabilities at the Supreme 
Court. History will definitely remember him very kindly 
for he has been one of the strongest supporters of inclu-
sion and has delivered judgments with utmost empathy. 
One may recollect his 2016 judgment in the Jeeja Ghosh 
case, where he strongly condemned an airline service for 
de-boarding a passenger with cerebral palsy, in violation 
of the law, and held:

“… [The] gap between the laws and reality still re-
mains. Even though human rights activists have made 
their best efforts to create awareness that people with 
disabilities have also right to enjoy their life and spend 
the same not only with the sense of fulfilment but also 
to make them contribute in the growth of the society, yet 
mindset of large section of the people who claim them-
selves to be ‘able’ persons still needs to be changed to-
wards differently abled persons.”

And like his powerful verdict in the Jeeja Ghosh case, 
Justice Sikri has delivered two more powerful judgments 
on disability rights with the aim of bridging the gap be-
tween law and reality. These judgments reinforce the 
fact that merely enacting laws to empower marginalised 
communities will not suffice. Real change occurs only on 
effective implementation and on tackling the attitudinal 
barriers of society.

In these two cases, Disability Rights Group & Anr vs. 
Union of India and the Rajive Raturi vs. Union of India, 
the Supreme Court addressed issues pertaining to reser-
vation for persons with disabilities in educational insti-
tutions and accessibility of educational institutions.

Reservation in higher educational institutions
The original petition in the Disability Rights Group case 
was only confined to law schools. However, in a notewor-

thy exercise of judicial discretion, Justice Sikri, recognis-
ing the importance of the issues at hand, extended the 
decision to all educational institutions.

In the aforesaid case, the court directed all higher ed-
ucational institutions covered by the obligations under 
Section 32 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 
2016 (RPWD Act) to comply with the provisions of Sec-
tion 32 while admitting students each year. Section 32 
of the RPWD Act requires all governmental institutions 
of higher education and other higher education institu-
tions receiving aid from the government to reserve not 
less than 5% of seats for persons with benchmark dis-
abilities. (Under the former law, i.e., the Persons with 
Disabilities (Equal Opportunity Protection of Rights and 
Full Participation) Act, 1995, 3% of seats were required to 
be reserved for persons with disabilities. However under 
the RPWD Act this reservation has been extended to 5% 
as the definition of disabilities has also been widened.)

While this may seem like a straightforward require-
ment and merely a restatement of the law by the court, 
the reality is far from it. In many cases, this reservation 
was only confined to paper as even established and re-
puted institutions failed to implement it. For example, 
in the additional affidavit filed by the petitioner in the 
Shamnad Basheer v Union of India case (a copy of the 
affidavit as filed can be found here) which is currently 
pending before the Supreme Court, the petitioner has 
highlighted that not even one seat was reserved for per-
sons with disabilities by some national law universities. 
Accordingly, this timely reiteration of the position of law 
by Justice Sikri will serve as a much needed precedent 
for thousands of students with disabilities who are de-
nied their chance for quality education and who have to 
repeatedly knock on the doors of the Supreme Court to 
find justice.

In another commendable move, to ensure that the 
reservation mandated is not confined merely to paper 
despite this judgment, the court mandated all institu-
tions to submit a list of the number of disabled persons 
admitted each year in each institution to the chief com-
missioner for persons with disabilities or the state com-
missioner. The court also explicitly states that it will also 
be the duty of the chief commissioner or the state com-
missioner to enquire if educational institutions are ful-
filling their obligation with regard to reservation.

By creating checks and balances, the court has de-
vised a simple yet ingenious reporting mechanism to 
prevent institutions from flouting the provisions on res-
ervations in the RPWD Act and consequently, has filled 
the lacunae in the current law which is silent on such 
reporting mechanisms.

Accessible infrastructure and  
inclusive pedagogy
In the Rajive Raturi case, the court discussed at length 
the accessibility requirements of persons with visual dis-
abilities with respect to safe access to roads and trans-
port facilities.

The Disability Rights case, referring to the Rajive 
Raturi case, directs the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) to constitute a committee to consider the feasibil-
ity of the ‘Guidelines for Accessibility for Students with 
Disabilities in Universities/Colleges’ made by the peti-
tioner. The guidelines provide exhaustive recommen-
dations mandating inclusive infrastructure in schools/
colleges as well mandating a change in the teaching and 
examination structure in such schools/colleges. In a 
country where an audit report in the year 2016 revealed 
that not a single public building is accessible, this direc-
tion from the court to the UGC to complete an acces-
sibility report and study in a time bound manner, is a 
welcome relief.

While arriving at his conclusion on the requirement 
of accessible institutions, Justice Sikri cogently refers to 
the rights-based model of development and the capa-
bilities approach propounded by Martha Nussbaum. He 
states:

“To ensure the level playing field, it is not only essen-
tial to give necessary education to the persons suffering 
from the disability, it is also imperative to see that such 
education is imparted to them in a fruitful manner. That 
can be achieved only if there is proper accessibility to the 
buildings where the educational institution is housed as 
well as to other facilities in the said building, namely, 
class rooms, library, bathrooms etc.”

Conclusion: step forward to building an inclusive 
barrier free society
The RPWD Act was enacted to give effect to the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-

abilities, a convention enacted to change attitudes and 
approaches towards persons with disabilities. Steps have 
been taken to move away from the charity model of dis-
ability which looks at persons with disabilities as mere 
welfare recipients to a social model of disability, where 
rather than focusing on the disability of the individual, 
the focus is shifted to the social construct of society in-
cluding attitudinal and physical barriers which prevent 
a person with a disability from leading a fulfilling and 
meaningful life.

While the RPWD Act has to an extent tried to capture 
this, it is only with judgments like Justice Sikri’s that the 
intent of the RPWD Act and India’s commitment to the 
UN convention be truly fleshed out. In the judgments, 
Justice Sikri introduces elements of the social model of 
disability into the jurisprudence of disability rights dis-
course in India. While elaborating on this concept he 
states:

 “The social model of disability locates disability as 
being socially constructed through the creation of artifi-
cial attitudinal, organisational and environmental barri-
ers. Impairment is regarded as being a normal part of the 
human condition, with everyone experiencing impair-
ment differently and having different access needs. Life 
is accepted as including negative experiences, and im-
pairment may be – but is not necessarily – one of them. 
Disabled people are defined as being people who experi-
ence the unnecessary barriers created by society within 
their daily life…Keeping in view the above, proper facili-
ties are need to be provided to differently-abled persons 
while having higher education.”

By recognising persons with disabilities as individu-
als with rights on par with their able bodied counterparts 
and by not merely reducing them to their disability, and 
by placing the burden of providing facilities for mean-
ingful education on the duty bearers (the educational in-
stitutions), the Supreme Court has opened up the doors 
to inclusive education where the needs of all – able-bod-
ied and disabled – are met.

Anusha Reddy is an Associate Director at IDIA Chari-
table Trust. Namrata Dubey is a fourth year law student 

at Nirma University. Views expressed are personal. To 
know more about the work IDIA does, please visit www.

idialaw.com
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Three held for ‘derogatory’ 
remarks against BJP leader 
Jajpur (Odisha), Jan. 8 (PTI): Three youths have been 
arrested in Odisha’s Jajpur district for allegedly posting 
derogatory remarks against a BJP leader on social media. 
The trio was held on the basis of a complaint lodged by 
BJP’s state unit secretary Simantini Jena, the officer in-
charge of Barachana police station, Anita Sahoo, said. 
“Jena lodged a complaint on Saturday night after she 
came across a social media post that had a photograph 
of  her and local MLA and BJD leader Amar Prasad 
Satpathy with derogatory remarks insulting her status, 
dignity and character,” the OC said. The accused have 
been identified as Pabitra Samal (29) of Bilikana, Biswajit 
Singh of Anaka (28), and Prasanna Baliarsingh (30) of  
Nuahat, Sahoo said. Samal allegedly posted the picture 
while the other two accused wrote lewd comments 
below, she said, adding that copies of the post have been 
submitted to the police as evidence. His mobile phone, 
which contains the photograph of  the two leaders, 
has been seized, Sahoo said. Jena had gone to Siha 
village under Barachana assembly segment to attend a 
programme. Satpathy along with other leaders of the two 
parties were also present there.

Year-old body of woman found 
in plastic barrel in Kerala
Kochi, Jan. 8 (IANS): In what’s believed to be a first of  
its kind incident, the Kerala Police on Monday found 
a woman’s body sealed in a plastic barrel filled with 
concrete near here. According to Kochi City Police 
Commissioner M.P. Dinesh, who was present when the 
plastic barrel was broken open, bones were recovered 
from the barrel. But, it was from the hair and a silver 
anklet that the body was initially identified to be a 
woman’s. “From preliminary findings, it seems the body 
is more than a year old,” said Dinesh. Locals said that 
the barrel was found from a water body in Kumbala 
near here during a dredging operation. On Monday 
morning, people became suspicious to find ants covering 
the entire barrel, and subsequently, it was broken open 
in the presence of the police. As the concrete filling was 
removed, bones was found and soon the police asked for 
an autopsy to be done by the police surgeon. A case has 
been registered and the police have begun a probe.

Two militants killed in Kashmir gunfight 
Srinagar, Jan. 8 (IANS): At least two militants were 
killed on Monday in an ongoing gunfight between 
security forces and militants in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Badgam district, police said. “Two militants have been 
killed in this gunfight so far. Their bodies are lying at the 
site while the third hiding militant has entered another 
house in the vicinity. The operation is still on,” a police 
officer said. Personnel of the army’s Rashtriya Rifles, the 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) of state police ringed Kaneera 
village following a tip about the presence of militants, but 
were fired upon, triggering the gunfight.

Man killed by daughter, boyfriend 
in Noida 
Noida (UP), Jan. 8 (PTI): A man was killed allegedly 
by his daughter and her boyfriend for scolding them in 
Noida’s Atta village, police said today. Vishwanath last 
morning around 4 found his daughter Pooja, aged around 
19 years, and her boyfriend Dharmendra in his rented 
accommodation in a compromising position and scolded 
them, they said. Enraged over being scolded, Pooja and 
Dharmendra thrashed Vishwanath, the police said. He 
was rushed to a hospital in Noida in serious condition 
from where he was referred to a Delhi hospital, they 
said. He today died during treatment, police said. On 
the basis of a complaint by Gayatri, Vishwanath’s wife, a 
case was registered against Pooja and Dharmendra, they 
said. Pooja has been arrested while her boyfriend was 
absconding, the police said, adding an investigation was 
underway in the matter.

Half-burnt body of man found in Noida 
Noida, Jan. 8 (PTI): A half-burnt body of a man was 
today found at Phase-II industrial area here, the police 
said. The unidentified body was found wrapped in a 
polythene bag, they said. It is suspected that the man was 
killed and then his body was set ablaze, the police said, 
adding the body has been sent for post-mortem.

4 arrested for abducting, killing 
jeweller in J-K’s Sopore 
Srinagar, Jan 8 (PTI): Four persons were today arrested 
in connection with last month’s abduction and killing 
of  a jeweller in Sopore area of  Baramulla district in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the police said. Acting on a missing 
complaint that Tariq Ahmad Malik had gone missing on 
December 26, a special investigation team was constituted 
to probe the case, a police spokesperson said. During 
investigation, it was revealed that Mohammad Sajad 
Lara, Mohammad Adil Lara, Ghulam Mohammed Lara 
and Nayeem Ahmad Lara -- all residents of Sopore- had 
abducted the victim, strangulated him to death and threw 
the body in the Jhelum river, he said. “The motive for the 
crime was to extort jewellery and money from the Malik 
owned a jewellery shop at Chota Bazar in Sopore,” the 
spokesperson said. 

DMK, Congress boycott 
TN Governor’s address

Five employees killed as fire breaks out in resto-bar 

Mumbai Shiv Sena 
leader stabbed to 
death, two arrested 

Kejriwal launches common card for Metro, buses Mamata vows all support for 
Darjeeling hills’ development

Lalu to move 
J’khand HC for bail

3 AAP candidates elected unopposed to Rajya Sabha 

SC refers plea against section 377 of IPC to larger bench

Media protests against UIDAI 
FIR against Tribune reporter

Chennai, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
The DMK and Congress 
on Monday boycotted Gov-
ernor Banwarilal Purohits 
inaugural address to the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly and 
their MLAs trooped out of  
the House after accusing 
him of letting a “minority” 
AIADMK government re-
main in office.

The DMK, along with 
the Congress, demanded an 
immediate floor test in the 
legislature.

As soon as Purohit ad-
dressed the MLAs with 
a ‘Vanakkam” in Tamil, 
the opposition legislators 
began raising slogans. In 
no time, the DMK MLAs 
walked out, led by their 
leader M.K. Stalin, fol-
lowed by the Congress and 
the Indian Union Muslim 
League.

Stalin told the media 

PTI

 Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot 
launch pilot project for Delhi Common Mobility Card at Delhi 
Secretariat on Thursday.

PTI

Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit  during his maiden address 
to the State Assembly in Chennai on Monday.

PTI

BBMP Mayor Sampat Raj comes out after inspecting the spot after 
a fire broke out at a bar-cum-restaurant, in Bengaluru on Monday

that the government did 
not enjoy majority support 
in the House as it had only 
111 MLAs when it needed 
117 in a house of  234.

Stalin said that despite 
repeated requests, the Gov-
ernor was not taking a de-

cision on the need for a 
floor test. “How can the 
Governor allow a minor-
ity government to run the 
state?”

Even among those with 
the ruling AIADMK, many 
MLAs were inclined to op-

pose the government in the 
wake of  the feud within the 
ruling party, he said.

Stalin said he hoped 
that the Madras High Court 
would soon come out with 
a ruling regarding the case 
of  18 disqualified AIAD-
MK MLAs opposed to the 
ruling faction.

Disregarding the op-
position protest, the Gover-
nor continued his address, 
detailing the government’s 
achievements and its ef-
forts to promote welfare 
measures. 

The government is set 
to build a grand memorial 
for late Chief  Minister J. 
Jayalalithaa and turn her 
house, Veda Nilayam, into 
a memorial, Purohit said.

He lauded the efforts of  
the state and central gov-
ernments in resolving the 
Tamil fishermen issue.

Bengaluru, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
A major fire swept through 
a resto-bar located in a 
70-year-old building in a 
busy area in the city, killing 
five employees in their sleep, 
police said.

The blaze broke out in 
Kailash Bar and Restaurant 
on the ground floor of  the 
Kumbara Sangha (potters 
association) building at Ka-
lasipalya around 2.30 am, 
when smoke was noticed 
and fire brigade alerted by 
some persons nearby, police 
said.

“Fire services were 
pressed into action.. Two 
fire tenders and one fire 
rescue vehicle attended to 
it and it has been doused...
The cause of the fire is not 
known and is being inves-
tigated,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

Resto-bar owner V R 
Dayashankar was abscond-
ing.

Karnataka Home Min-
ister Ramalinga Reddy told 
reporters at the spot that it 

was the responsibility of the 
owner to look after the safety 
of his employees and “police 
will book cases against him 
and arrest him.” 

Reddy also said the city 
civic body Bruhat Bengaluru 
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) 
should have ensured safety.

“BBMP and excise 
department should have 
looked into the safety aspect 
of the building. The owner 

should have also considered 
whether to allow his employ-
ees to stay in the building.” 

Police suspect that 
though the owner was the 
licence holder to run the 
business, he had leased it to 
someone else.

The victims were identi-
fied as Swami (23), Prasad 
(20), Mahesh, all natives of  
Tumakaru, Manjunath (45) 
from Hassan and Keerthi 

(24) from Mandya.
Bengaluru development 

minister K J George who 
visited the spot along with 
Bengaluru Mayor R Sam-
path Raj announced a com-
pensation of Rs five lakh to 
the next of  the kin of  the 
deceased.

Condoling the deaths, 
George said, “Whoever is 
guilty in the incident will not 
be spared.”

It appears all the five 
died of suffocation,” he said. 

Sampath Raj said the 
BBMP will carry out fire 
safety audit of all high rise 
and commercial buildings.

He said several bars had 
already been sealed and 
notices issued to some oth-
ers for violation of relevant 
rules.

The incident comes 
close on the heels of a devas-
tating fire at a plush rooftop 
pub hosting a birthday party 
at the Kamala Mills com-
pound in an upscale locality 
in Mumbai that left 14 dead 
on December 29.

Mumbai, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Shiv Sena leader Ashok 
Sawant was stabbed to death 
outside his home here late 
on Sunday, police said Mon-
day, adding two alleged as-
sailants have been arrested 
fro the crime.

According to police, Sa-
want, a former municipal 
corporator, was returning 
home around 11 p.m. from 
a meeting in Thakur Com-
plex, to his apartment in 
Videocon Towers, riding 
pillion on a scooter.

As they nearly reached 
his home, suddenly, an un-
known person kicked the 
scooter, making it go off-bal-
ance and forcing the driver 
to stop it. He then entered 
into a heated argument with 
this unknown person even as 
Sawant waited.

As per the witness ac-
counts of the incident, two 
other persons, who were ly-
ing in wait on the dark road, 
then attacked Sawant with 
knives and choppers, mak-
ing him collapse in a pool 
of blood barely 400 metres 
from his house.

A police team which ar-
rived at the crime scene soon 
after took him to a nearby 
private hospital where he 
was pronounced dead. The 
63-year-old leader suffered 

at least 17 serious wounds 
including on the neck, chest 
and head.

“We have arrested two 
persons, and seized an autor-
ickshaw used in the crime, 
while further investigations 
are underway,” Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Zone XII, Vinay Rathod 
said. The assailants had rec-
ced the area in advance be-
fore committing the crime 
at the opportune time, travel-
ling in the autorickshaw, the 
sleuths have found.

Sawant served twice 
as municipal corpora-
tor from Poisar village 
area, lost the elections 
once, and his daughter 
was elected once, after 
which he was appointed a 
deputy Vibhag Pramukh 
by the Shiv Sena.

He is survived by his 
wife, politician daughter, 
and another daughter and 
a son who are both doctors.

Large parts of Kandivali 
east observed a spontane-
ous shutdown as a mark of  
respect and around 5,000 
mourners, including rep-
resentatives of  various po-
litical parties, turned up for 
Sawant’s funeral ceremonies 
which were completed at the 
nearby Borivali east crema-
torium in the afternoon.

N e w  D e l h i ,  J a n .  8 
(IANS): Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Mon-
day launched a pilot ‘Delhi 
Common Mobility Card’ 
which will enable com-
muters to travel in both 
Delhi Metro and 250 select 
city buses.

The Delhi govenrment 
aims to shift to a ‘Com-
mon Mobility Card’ which 
could be used to travel 
in Metro and all Delhi 
Transport Corporation 
(DTC) and cluster buses 
by April 1. 

Under the pilot project, 
Delhi Metro cards will be 
valid in select 200 DTC 
and 50 cluster buses from 
Monday.

During the trial, by 
tapping the Metro card on 
an Electronic Ticketing 
Machine or ETM in a bus, 
a ticket would be gener-

Ranchi, Jan. 8 (PTI): RJD 
supremo Lalu Prasad, who 
is lodged in a jail here af-
ter his conviction by a CBI 
court in a fodder scam case, 
would move the Jharkhand 
High Court for bail within 
the next few days, his lawyer 
said.

To a query on whether 
the RJD chief would move 
the court for parole follow-
ing his sister’s death, Kumar 
said it was not under con-
sideration. On December 
23, the former Bihar chief  
minister was convicted in the 
case, relating to the illegal 
withdrawal of Rs 89.27 lakh 
from the Deoghar treasury 
between 1990 and 1994.

On January 6, he was 
sentenced to three-and-a-
half years in jail by the court.

This was the second con-

viction of the former Union 
minister in the scam that was 
reported, for the first time, 
21 years ago. On September 
30, 2013, the 69-year-old 
RJD leader was convicted in 
another fodder scam case for 
the fraudulent withdrawal 
of  Rs 37.7 crore from the 
Chaibasa treasury and was 
awarded a five-year jail term.

He was granted bail by 
the Supreme Court after 
having spent over two-and-
a-half months in jail.

Prasad is an accused 
in three more fodder scam 
cases in Ranchi, relating to 
the “fraudulent” withdrawal 
of  Rs 3.97 crore from the 
Dumka treasury, Rs 36 crore 
from the Chaibasa treasury 
and Rs 184 crore from the 
Doranda treasury respec-
tively.

Siliguri, Jan. 8 (IANS): Urging the people 
of  north Bengal hills to remain peace-
ful, Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday said her government will provide 
all support to the Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA) required for devel-
opment of  the region.

“The recent tourism festival in the hills 
was successful. I want the people of  the 
hills to be peaceful and happy. Our govern-
ment will provide full support to the GTA 
for the development of  hills,” Banerjee 
said after inaugurating the “Uttar Banga 
Utsav” (north Bengal festival) in Siliguri’s 
Kanchenjunga Stadium.

“Binay (Tamang) and Anit (Thapa) are 
now working in the GTA. There is another 
development board led by Mann Ghishing 
here. There are at least 12-13 development 
boards in the Darjeeling hills working for 
the development of  the region. I wish to 
congratulate them all,” she said.

Gorkha Janamukti Morcha (GJM) 

leaders Tamang and Thapa, who rebelled 
against the GJM chief  Bimal Gurung dur-
ing the Gorkhaland agitation in Darjeeling 
hills, have been appointed to the board of  
administrators of  the GTA by the state 
government.

Besides, Gorkha National Liberation 
Front (GNLF) chief  Mann Ghising has 
been given the chairmanship of  newly 
constituted Hill Area Development Com-
mittee.

Talking about the developmental work 
in north Bengal taken up by her govern-
ment, Banerjee said NH55 in Tinjhoria, 
which was damaged due to a landslide, is 
being rebuilt and the stretch of  NH10 from 
Siliguri to Sikkim is also being repaired.

She also said that a group of  minis-
ters (GoM) and a tea board directorate 
had been formed to help the ailing tea 
industry in the region, and Rs.100 crore 
had been allotted to them by the Bengal 
government.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (IANS): The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) on Monday made 
its debut entry in the Rajya Sabha when 
its candidates Sanjay Singh, Sushil 
Gupta and N.D. Gupta were elected 
unopposed from Delhi.

Chartered accountant and AAP 
Accounts Manager N.D. Gupta’s 
candidature was challenged by the 
Congress saying he held an office of  
profit but the complaint was quashed 
by Returning Officer Nidhi Srivastava. 

On Monday evening, the AAP 
candidates got ‘Certificate of Election’ 
confirming their election to the Upper 
House.

The election to the three Rajya Sab-
ha seats from Delhi was necessitated 
as the tenure of the Congress members 
now holding the membership is set to 
expire later this month.

The nomination of the AAP candi-
dates was marred by controversy after 
party leader Kumar Vishwas publicly 
expressed disappointment that he was 

not picked for a Rajya Sabha seat and 
opposed the nomination of business-
man Sushil Gupta.

There was universal acceptance of  
Sanjay Singh’s nomination and there 
was no major objection to N.D. Gupta.

Informed sources told IANS that 
after N.D. Gupta’s candidature was 
approved, the two covering candidates 
of  the AAP withdrew their nomina-
tion, making the three the only ones 
in the race. 

The opposition parties did not 
nominate any candidate for the seat as 
the AAP enjoys a brute majority in the 
70-member Delhi Assembly. 

On Saturday, the scrutiny of N.D. 
Gupta’s nomination was put on hold 
till Monday by Srivastava after two 
complaints by Congress stating that he 
held an office of profit.

The Congress first stated that he 
was appointed a Trustee of  the Na-
tional Pension Scheme (NPS) Trust on 
March 30, 2015. Gupta told the panel 

that he resigned from the Trust on De-
cember 29, 2017.

In a second complaint, the Con-
gress said Gupta had not resigned as 
Chairman of the Audit Committee of  
the NPS Trust.

But the Returning Officer said 
Gupta’s Chairmanship of  the Audit 
Committee was not a violation of the 
election code. 

AAP veteran Sanjay Singh termed 
the Congress allegations a “cheap pub-
licity stunt”. 

The AAP came to power in Delhi 
in February 2015 but has been caught 
up in a running feud with the city’s 
centrally-nominated administrators, the 
Lt Governor. The AAP is also the main 
opposition party in both the Punjab As-
sembly and the municipal corporation 
in Delhi. 

The party has four members in the 
Lok Sabha, all elected from Punjab, 
but only two are loyal to Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

New Delhi, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
referred to a larger bench a 
plea seeking decriminalisa-
tion of gay sex between two 
consenting adults. A bench 
comprising Chief  Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices 
A M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud said the issue 
arising out of section 377 of  
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
required to be debated upon 
by a larger bench.

Section 377 of the IPC 
refers to ‘unnatural offences’ 
and says whoever voluntar-

ily has carnal inter course 
against the order of nature 
with any man, woman or 
animal, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life, 
or with imprisonment of  
either description for a term 
which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable 
to pay a fine.

The bench was hearing 
a fresh plea filed by one 
Navtej Singh Johar seeking 
to declare section 377 as un-
constitutional to the extent 
that it provides prosecution 
of  adults for indulging in 

consensual gay sex. Senior 
advocate Arvind Datar, ap-
pearing for Johar, said the 
penal provision was uncon-
stitutional as it also provided 
prosecution and sentencing 
of consenting adults who are 
indulging in such sex.

“You can’t put in jail two 
adults who are involved in 
consenting unnatural sex,” 
Datar said and referred to 
a recent nine-judge bench 
judgement in the privacy 
matter to highlight the point 
that the right to choose a 
sexual partner was part of  

fundamental right. He also 
referred to the 2009 Delhi 
High Court judgement de-
livered on a plea of  NGO 
‘Naz Foundation’ in which 
the provision was held un-
constitutional.

Subsequently, the apex 
court in 2014 had set aside 
the high court judgement 
and termed the provision 
as constitutional. After the 
dismissal of the review plea 
against the 2014 judgement, 
a curative plea was filed 
which was referred to a larg-
er bench.

Chandigarh, Jan. 8 (IANS): Scores 
of journalists held demonstrations in 
Punjab and Chandigarh on Monday 
to protest against the UIDAI’s move 
to register a case against The Tribune 
newspaper and one of its reporters for 
exposing illegal data leak of Aadhaar 
details.

The protests were organised on 
behalf of the Chandigarh Press Club, 
the Punjab Press Club in Jalandhar, the 
Patiala Media Club and the Sangrur 
Press Club.

Journalists in Chandigarh started 
their protest march from the Press 
Club and headed towards the Punjab 
Raj Bhawan to submit a memoran-
dum to the state government and 
Union Territory Administrator V.P. 
Singh Badnore.

Chandigarh Press Club Secretary 
General Barinder Singh Rawat con-
demned the FIR against the Tribune 
journalist.

“Instead of  taking action against 
people involved in data breach, the 
government agency preferred to lodge 
a FIR against a reporter who exposed 
the loopholes in the system,” Rawat 
said in a statement. Similar protests also 
took place in other places in Punjab and 
Haryana to show solidarity with the 
reporter and the newspaper.

After a January 3 report by The 
Tribune over breach in Aadhaar data 
with a headline “Rs 500, 10 minutes, 
and you have access to billion Aadhaar 
details”, the Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) registered an 
FIR against the newspaper and reporter 
Rachna Khaira.

The FIR, lodged with the Cyber 
Cell of  the Crime Branch, invokes 
serious charges under the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC), IT Act and Aad-
haar Act.

The UIDAI on January 4 said its 
search facility for grievance redressal 

may have been “misused” but denied 
any breach or leak of Aadhaar data.

The UIDAI move has attracted 
widespread criticism from press bodies, 
Editors Guild and journalists across the 
country who have demanded the with-
drawal of cases against the newspaper 
and its reporter.

The Tribune has stood by its story 
and rebutted claims made by the 
UIDAI. “We at The Tribune believe 
that our stories were in the nature of a 
legitimate journalistic exercise. 

“Our story was in response to a 
very genuine concern among the citi-
zens on a matter of great public inter-
est,” Tribune’s Editor-in-Chief Harish 
Khare said in a note on the newspaper’s 
website on Sunday.

“We regret very much that the au-
thorities have misconceived an honest 
journalistic enterprise and have pro-
ceeded to institute criminal proceedings 
against the whistleblower.

ated, which would also 
reveal the balance in the 
passenger’s Metro card.

 The money deducted 
from commuters’ Met-
ro cards will go to Delhi 
Metro Rail Corp (DMRC), 
which issues the Metro 
cards. The money will 

be later transferred to the 
Delhi government.

Delhi Transport Min-
ister Kailash Gahlot said 
that after the trial period, 
a new card would be de-
signed which would have 
both DMRC and Delhi 
government etched on it.
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Smoke rises from Trump Tower,New York,on Monday,Jan. 8,2018.

Chaotic start to British PM’s new year reshuffle 

Ex-Finmeccanica CEO acquitted of graft 
charges in chopper deal with India 

Slain Yemeni President’s 
party elects new leader

Explosion risk for burning 
Iranian oil tanker off China coast

Trump has to keep Kim ‘on his 
toes’— Haley on ‘nuclear button’ 

7 dead as Mexican marines clash with gunmen

Iran warns world to prepare 
for US nuke deal withdrawal 

Bangladesh court upholds 
ban on Rohingya marriage

2 injured in fire at Trump Tower in New York NEWS IN BRIEF
Cold wave claims 7 more lives in 
Nepal; toll reaches 
Kathmandu, Jan. 8 (PTI): Intense cold weather in 
Nepal has claimed seven more lives, taking to 24 the 
death toll due to severe winter conditions over the past 
week in southern part of  the country, according to a 
media report. More than half  of  the them, 14, were 
reported from Saptari district while five each in Rautahat 
and Siraha districts in the Tarai region, it said. Seven 
people, including a 7-month-old child, lost their lives 
due to excessive cold in various municipalities of Saptari 
district last night, the Himalayan Times quoted senior 
police officials as saying. The locals of Saptari have sent 
a memorandum to Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, 
demanding relief materials for those vulnerable to cold. 
In Rautahat, two people died due to freezing cold last 
night, Superintendent of Police Yagya Binod Pokhrel 
said. Rautahat District Administration Office said warm 
clothes and blankets were being distributed to the poor 
and in Dalit settlements of  the district. In Siraha, a 
five-year-old child died due to excessive cold, taking the 
number of deaths due to cold wave in the district to five, 
according to the report.

18 killed in blast targeting rebels’ 
position in Syria
Damascus, Jan. 8 (IANS): At least 18 people were killed 
on Sunday by a blast that targeted a rebels’ position in 
Idlib, Syria, a monitor group said. Civilians were among 
those killed and wounded by the car bomb that targeted 
a position of  Agnad al-Caucaus rebel group, Xinhua 
reported. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 
the blast was heavy, stopping short of giving details on 
the number of civilians among the killed militants. The 
Syrian army has been on a wide-scale offensive in the 
southern countryside of Idlib, capturing tens of towns 
and villages over the past two months. The recent military 
victory was achieved on Sunday when the Syrian army 
captured the strategic town of Sinjar, which enables the 
government forces to advance toward capturing the key 
airbase of Abu al-Duhur. Idlib has emerged as the main 
destination of the rebel groups, which have evacuated 
several positions across Syria after surrendering to the 
Syrian army. 

O ve r  6 0  m i g r a n t s  d i e  i n 
Mediterranean shipwreck
Rome, Jan. 8 (IANS): A total of 64 migrants drowned 
when their inflatable dinghy sank off the Libyan coast 
at the weekend, UN agency International Organisation 
for Migration said on Monday. “Sixty-four migrants lost 
their life in the shipwreck occurred last Saturday,” IOM 
Italy spokesman Flavio Di Giacomo tweeted. Rescuers 
have recovered the bodies of  eight migrants, he said, 
adding 86 people survived the disaster. According to 
witness statements gathered by IOM staff in Catania, the 
rubber dinghy was carrying 150 migrants, Di Giacomo 
said.

Snowfall traps thousands in 
northwest Spain
Madrid, Jan. 8 (IANS): Thousands of  people, 
including children, were left stranded in their vehicles 
on Sunday owing to heavy snowfall in multiple sections 
of a motorway in Spain, as many tried to return from 
Christmas vacations. Having been trapped since 
Saturday evening on the AP-6 motorway in northwestern 
Spain, large numbers of drivers condemned the lack of  
information and the chaos caused by the absence of  
snowplows, while a military emergency unit asserted 
it was working to resolve the problem, Efe reported. 
Over 250 members of that unit, which belongs to the 
army, were working to clear the road and reach stranded 
drivers. The situation in Segovia was “very complicated” 
according to official sources, which recommended that 
people avoid traveling by car, as the weather forecast had 
predicted further snowfall.

Saudi sports stadiums to open 
doors to women
Riyadh, Jan. 8 (IANS): Women in Saudi Arabia will 
be allowed to enter sports stadiums to watch football 
matches for the first time on Friday, the government 
announced on Monday. “The first match that women 
will be allowed to watch will be Al Ahli versus Al Batin 
on January 12,” the Ministry of  Information said. It 
added that women would also be able to attend a second 
match on next day and a third match on January 18, the 
National newspaper reported. The first match will be 
held in the capital, the second in Jeddah on the Red Sea 
and the third in the eastern city of Dammam. The Saudi 
government announced in October last year that women 
in 2018 will be allowed to attend sporting matches in 
national stadiums, from which they were previously 
banned. Three previously male-only venues -- King Fahd 
International Stadium, King Abdullah Sports City and 
Prince Mohammed bin Fahd Stadium -- will be opened 
to women and families. Easing restrictions on women, 
including the lifting of a driving ban, which is set to go 
into effect in June, is part of Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s Vision 2030 to overhaul the country’s 
oil-dependent economy and shed the Kingdom’s ultra-
conservative image. 

London, Jan. 8 (PTI/AFP): British 
Prime Minister Theresa May sought 
to refresh her government with a 
ministerial reshuffle today as she 
faces a crucial year for Brexit, but 
the shake-up began with a humiliat-
ing blunder.

A new chairman of May’s Con-
servative party was announced on 
Twitter, only for the tweet to be 
deleted and another man named for 
the post. It was an inauspicious start 
to a process described as a “refresh” 
by Downing Street following a tough 
year in which the prime minister 
lost her parliamentary majority and 
faced calls to quit.

After striking an interim Brexit 
deal with the European Union in 
December however, May begins 
2018 in a stronger position.

The most senior foreign, fi-
nance and Brexit ministers were 
expected to keep their jobs, but 
others were due to move in a re-
shuffle prompted by the sacking 
of  May’s deputy last month.

Damian Green was the third 
minister to leave the cabinet in 
the space of a few weeks, after the 
defence secretary and international 
development minister both quit -- all 
three following separate scandals.

The chairman of the Conserva-
tive party, Patrick McLoughlin, was 
the first to go today, telling Sky News 
that his time in government had been 
a “great privilege”.

His replacement was announced 
on Twitter, only for the tweet to 
be almost immediately deleted. A 
different man, junior immigration 
minister Brandon Lewis, was then 
confirmed to the role. “No wonder 
Theresa May’s struggling to negoti-
ate Brexit -- she can’t even organise 
a reshuffle,” tweeted opposition La-
bour MP Stephen Kinnock.

McLoughlin had been widely 
tipped for the sack after the disas-
trous snap elections last June, in 
which the Tories lost their majority 
in the House of Commons.

He also drew fire after a protester 
interrupted May’s speech to the 
party conference in October -- an 
address that was also marred by a 
coughing fit and a collapsing set.

It was one of several low points 
in a turbulent year for the prime 
minister, who took over the helm of  
a divided government and country 
in July 2016 after the EU referen-
dum.

While viewed as a chance at a 
fresh start, the reshuffle brings risks 

of  upsetting the delicate balance 
of  eurosceptic and pro-European 
ministers.

May was reportedly set to create 
a new “no-deal” cabinet post with 
responsibility to prepare for a pos-
sible breakdown in the talks with the 
European Union.

Britain is due to leave the bloc 
in March 2019, and although it 
has reached agreement on the key 
separation issues, the toughest talks 
on the future relationship have yet to 
begin. Justice secretary David Lid-
ington was named to take over the 
government coordinating position 
previously held by Green, a close ally 
of the prime minister who quit after 
a pornography scandal, although he 
will not be given Green’s role of her 
de facto deputy.

Foreign Secretary Boris John-
son, a leading Brexit supporter, is 
expected to keep his job despite 
challenging May’s strategy last 
year.

Brexit minister David Davis is 
also likely to remain, along with 
Finance Minister Philip Hammond 
and International Trade Minister 
Liam Fox.

After starting the two-year Brexit 
process in March last year, Britain 

struck a deal in December on the 
financial settlement with Brussels, 
as well as expatriate rights and the 
Irish border.

Negotiations on a transition deal 
to ease the break begin this month, 
while talks on a post-Brexit trade 
agreement between Britain and the 
EU are set to start in March.

However, many of May’s min-
isters disagree on the shape of the 
future relationship.

Northern Ireland secretary 
James Brokenshire revealed he 
was stepping down for health rea-
sons. He has failed to bring together 
feuding political parties in the Brit-
ish province, where the devolved 
government collapsed a year ago 
almost to the day. Reports suggest 
May will seek to bring a wider range 
of talent into the cabinet, including 
more women, ethnic minorities and 
younger members.

One rising star, backbench MP 
James Cleverly, was named deputy 
chairman of the Conservative party.

May has said she intends to stay 
in office “as long as people want me 
to serve”, but last year saw numerous 
reports of  plots to oust her -- and 
many ministers will have their eye on 
a future leadership challenge.

Milan, Jan. 8 (PTI): An Italian 
appeals court today acquitted 
Giuseppe Orsi, the former presi-
dent of  defence and aerospace 
giant Finmeccanica, over charges 
of alleged bribes paid in exchange 
for a Rs 3,600 crore VVIP chopper 
deal to sell 12 AgustaWestland 
helicopters to the Indian govern-
ment.

Milan’s third court of appeal 
also acquitted Bruno Spagnolini, 
former CEO of  the company’s 
helicopters subsidiary AgustaWe-
stland, who had also been handed 
a four-year jail term on the same 
charges, Italian news agency 
ANSA reported.

Orsi was arrested in 2014 
and resigned as chief  executive 
of Finmeccanica which was later 
renamed as Leonardo.

He was at the helm of Agus-
taWestland when the deal was 
struck and was suspected of  in-
volvement in the payment of  
bribes.

Orsi had been sentenced to 

four-and-a-half  years in jail for 
false accounting and corruption.

The case against Orsi and 
Spagnolini resulted from an in-
vestigation launched in 2012 into 
the sale of 12 luxury helicopters 
to India.

The two were accused of  
international corruption and false 
invoicing in relation to bribes 
exchanged for the contract with 
India. In Italy, criminal sentences 
are not usually considered defini-
tive until the appeals process has 
been exhausted.

Both appealed against the 
conviction, while the prosecution 
appealed against the acquittal on 
the corruption charge. In Decem-
ber 2016, the supreme court of  
cassation ordered a repeat of the 
appeals trial.

India had scrapped the con-
tract with Finmeccanica’s British 
subsidiary AgustaWestland in 
January, 2014 for supplying 12 
AW-101 VVIP choppers to the 
Indian Air Force over alleged 

breach of contractual obligations 
and charges of kickbacks paid by 
the firm for securing the deal.

India’s defence ministry had 
ordered a CBI probe into allega-
tions of kickbacks to the tune of  
Rs 362 crore after the arrest of  
Orsi and Spagnolini by Italian in-
vestigators in connection with the 
case. In 2010, India had inked the 
deal to acquire 12 three- engine 
AW-101 helicopters from Agus-
taWestland for VVIP use.

In view of  the corruption 
charges, India also barred Finmec-
canica and its group companies 
from participating in any new pro-
gramme of the defence ministry.

The CBI in September last 
year charge sheeted former IAF 
Chief S P Tyagi in a Delhi court 
along with nine others for bribery 
in the case.

They were charge sheeted for 
offences under the Prevention of  
Corruption Act and the IPC in the 
case relating to alleged bribery of  
Rs 450 crore.

Sanaa, Jan. 8 (IANS): The 
party of  former President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh has 
named a new leader after 
he was killed last month by 
Shia Houthi rebels, his one-
time allies in the countrys 
civil war.

The General People’s 
Congress party (GPC) 
elected 65-year-old Sadiq 
Abu Ras, a former Agri-
culture Minister, as the 
new chief  of  the party, 
Xinhua news reported on 
Monday.

The election took place 
in central Sanaa, the rebel-
held capital, amid a tight 
security presence.

“The position of  the 
party remains steadfast 
against the aggressors (Sau-
di-led military coalition) 
on the soil of  the Yemeni 
people,” the party said in a 
statement.

The statement did not 
mention Saleh’s death, but 
demanded the release of  

his family members, par-
ty’s leaders and journalists 
of  Saleh-owned television 
channel Yemen al-Yawm 
from Houthi-run prisons.

However, senior lead-
ers of the party rejected the 
party’s statement and the 
election.

“Any statement that 
does not publicly break 
relations with Houthi mur-
derers and declare war 
against them does not rep-
resent us and is not our 
party,” the GPC Secretary-
General Yasir al-Awadhi 
tweeted.

On December 4, Houthi 
fighters killed Saleh, many 
of his family members and 
party’s leaders after a week 
of deadly clashes that erupt-
ed after the former President 
switched sides of allies and 
declared “opening new page 
with the Saudi-led coali-
tion”.

Saleh, who ruled the 
country for 33 years and 

stepped down following 
2011 popular protests, had 
waged six wars against 
Houthi movement that end-
ed in 2010.

However, Saleh allied 
with Houthis and supported 
them when they advanced 
from their far north strong-
hold of Saada province and 
stormed the capital Sanaa in 
September 2014, where they 
overthrew Saudi-backed 
government and forced Pres-
ident Abd-Rabbu Mansour 
Hadi into exile.

In March 2015, the Sau-
di-led military coalition in-
tervened in Yemen to restore 
Hadi to power and roll back 
the Iranian-aligned Houthi-
Saleh rebels.

Three years now into 
Yemen’s civil war, over 
10,000 Yemenis, mostly 
children, have been killed 
and three million others have 
been displaced, creating one 
of the world’s worst humani-
tarian crisis.

Beijing, Jan. 8 (PTI): An Iranian oil tanker 
on fire for two days after colliding with a Chi-
nese cargo ship off the coast of east China 
is at risk of exploding and causing a major 
environment disaster, authorities warned 
today as they raced against time to rescue 32 
missing sailors.

Rescuers recovered an unidentified body 
believed to be that of a missing crew mem-
ber of Panamanian-flagged tanker ‘Sanchi’ 
while search is on for the missing crew mem-
bers, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Lu Kang told a media briefing here.

Thirty-two crew members, including 30 
Iranians and two Bangladeshis, went miss-
ing after the tanker carrying 136,000 tonnes 
of oil condensate from Iran to South Korea 
collided with a Hong Kong-registered bulk 
freighter and caught fire on Saturday in wa-
ters about 160 sea miles east of the Yangtze 
River’s estuary.

The huge fire still raged around the tank-
er with thick black smoke billowing from the 
vessel and the surrounding sea.

Authorities and environment experts fear 
a major environmental disaster in the East 
China Sea as the tanker continues to leak oil 
two days after colliding with the cargo ship.

Officials said they apprehend that the 
tanker could explode and create a massive 
oil spill in the area. The 274-metre tanker 
Sanchi is “in danger of exploding or sink-
ing”, Lu said.

Lu said China sent several ships to the 
site, but the environment and conditions on 
the ground are not favourable. The relentless 
fire hampered the search and clean-up opera-
tions. About the concerns of a major oil spill 
he said, We also have dispatched cleaning 
vessel to the site. We are also investigating 
to prevent any secondary disaster.”  Rescu-

ers attempting to reach the site were being 
beaten back by toxic clouds.

Condensate is an ultra light version of  
crude oil. It is highly toxic, low in density and 
considerably more explosive than regular 
crude oil.

The oil tanker has tilted toward the right 
side after the collision. The 225-meter-long 
second vessel CF CRYSTAL, carrying 
64,000 tonnes of  grain from the US, was 
partly damaged in the collision. It was 
owned by a Chinese shipping company 
and was travelling from the United States to 
Guangdong, China. Asked how China plans 
to deal with issues related to compensation, 
he said the reason for the accident is yet to 
ascertained.

“Immediately after the accident hap-
pened, China started its rescue work and is 
trying to clean the waste,” he said.

Chinese maritime authorities dispatched 
eight vessels, including three specialised 
cleansing vessels, for search and rescue 
operation.

After coordination by the China Mari-
time Search and Rescue Centre, South 
Korea dispatched a coast guard ship and a 
fixed-wing aircraft to assist in the search and 
rescue. The US Navy also sent a military 
aircraft to help with the rescue efforts.

Environment experts have expressed 
fear that the accident could create a massive 
environmental disaster and kill off  marine 
life across a wide area.

Greenpeace in a statement said it was 
“concerned about the potential environmen-
tal damage that could be caused by the 1 
million barrels of crude oil on board.” 

According to reports, the collision has 
the potential to cause the worst such oil spill 
in decades.

Washington, Jan. 8 (PTI): 
Nikki Haley has defend-
ed US President Donald 
Trump’s recent “nuclear 
button” tweet warning 
Kim Jong Un of America’s 
might, saying it was required 
to keep the North Korean 
leader “on his toes”.

Trump last week warned 
that his “nuclear button” 
is “much bigger and more 
powerful” than the one con-
trolled by Kim, days after 
the North Korean leader 
said that Pyongyang’s nu-
clear weapons can reach 
anywhere in the US and 
threatened that he has a 
nuclear button on his desk. 
Haley, the Indian-American 

US Ambassador to the UN 
said that the North Korean 
regime needs to take a se-
ries of steps for talks, a day 
after Trump said that he is 
open to talks with the North 
Korean leader. The steps 
include stop testing missiles 
and nuclear weapons and 
be willing to talk about ban-
ning their nuclear weapons, 
Haley was quoted as saying 
by ABC News yesterday.

Asked if  the tweet was a 
good idea, she said: “I think 
that he (Trump) always has 
to keep Kim on his toes. 
It’s very important that we 
don’t ever let him get so 
arrogant that he doesn’t 
realise the reality of  what 

would happen if  he started 
a nuclear war”.

Asked if  Trump’s state-
ment at Camp David on 
Saturday meant any reversal 
of the stated US policy with 
regard to talks with North 
Korea, she said “There is 
no turnaround”. “What he 
(Trump) has basically said 
is yes, there could be a time 
where we talk to North Ko-
rea but a lot of things have to 
happen before that actually 
takes place,” Haley said.

They have to stop test-
ing. They have to be willing 
to talk about banning their 
nuclear weapons. Those 
things have to happen, she 
said.

London, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Mexican marines exchanged 
gunfire with a group of  
gunmen in Mexico’s Baja 
California Sur state, leaving 
seven dead, officials said on 
Sunday.  The state’s Attor-
ney General’s Office (PGJE) 
said the clash took place late 
on Saturday in the popular 
beach resort of Los Cabos, 
as the marines headed to a 
neighborhood in San Jose 

del Cabo, one of two towns 
that comprise the resort, 
to investigate the sound of  
gunfire.

On the way, the marines 
detected armed men riding 
in two vehicles, both with 
US license plates, in the road 
ahead of them and ordered 
them to stop, but they sped 
up in an attempt to flee while 
the occupants fired their 
guns. As the chase contin-

ued, both vehicles eventu-
ally crashed into walls or 
barricades, though the four 
occupants of the second ve-
hicle got out and continued 
to fire on the marines until 
they were killed.

The PGJE said it opened 
an investigation into the in-
cident it said was “allegedly 
linked to criminal events 
that have taken place in the 
state.”

Tehran, Jan. 8 (PTI/AFP): Iran warned 
the world today to prepare for the possible 
withdrawal of  the United States from the 
landmark nuclear deal agreed in 2015.

“The international community must be 
prepared for the US possibly pulling out of  
the JCPOA,” said deputy foreign minister 
Abbas Araghchi, using the technical name 
for the nuclear deal.

Iran signed the accord in 2015 with six 
world powers, agreeing to curb its nuclear 
programme in exchange for the lifting of  
many international sanctions.

US President Donald Trump openly 
despises the deal -- a central foreign policy 
achievement of  his predecessor Barack 
Obama -- but has so far continued to waive 
the nuclear-related sanctions at regular inter-
vals as required to stay in compliance.

The next deadline for Trump to waive 
sanctions falls on Friday.

“It’s been more than a year that the US 
president has sought to destroy the JCPOA 
with all his efforts,” said Aragchi, speaking 
at the Tehran Security Conference.

“We in Iran are prepared for any sce-
nario. The international community and our 
region will be the biggest loser, since a suc-
cessful experience in the international arena 
will be lost,” he added.

A withdrawal by the US will lead to 
an “appropriate and heavy response,” 
added foreign ministry spokesman Bahram 
Ghasemi.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif is due to travel for talks with the Eu-
ropean parties to the deal -- Britain, France, 
Germany and the EU -- at the end of the 
week.

Zarif denied reports that the talks would 
focus on the recent protests in Iran that 
claimed 21 lives, saying such claims were 
“baseless and unfounded”.

“Given the importance of JCPOA these 
days, and in particular considering the US 
destructive policies, based on talks we’ve 
had, we agreed to have a consultative meet-
ing between Iran and the three European 
Union members,” said Zarif, according to 
state broadcaster IRIB.

Dhaka, Jan. 8 (IANS): A Bang-
ladeshi court on Monday turned 
down a petition to legalise marriage 
between its citizens and refugees 
from Myanmar’s persecuted Ro-
hingya minority.

Babul Hossain, a construction 
worker from the district of Manik-
ganj, had filed the petition with the 
Bangladesh High Court in Decem-
ber, challenging a government ban 
on marrying Rohingyas for Bang-
ladeshi citizens, which has been in 
effect since 2014, Efe news reported.

Hossain’s son got married to a 
Rohingya in September 2017 at the 
refugee camp in Kutupalong and 
since then the couple has been on 
the run, fearing that they may be 
arrested. “The court said this man 
has committed a crime by bringing 
the girl outside the camp as she is 
not a Bangladeshi citizen. He also 
committed a crime by attempting 
to marry her since there is an ad-
ministrative ban (against such mar-
riages),” the Attorney added.

The defence lawyer, ABM 

Hamidul Mishbah, said that he 
would file an appeal to the Supreme 
Court against the order. In October 
2017, the country’s Law and Justice 
Ministry ordered civil registries to 
thoroughly scrutinize the identity 
documents of couples before regis-
tering a marriage, after a significant 
increase in the number of  mixed 
relationships.

According to the United Na-
tions Inter Sector Coordination 
Group, some 655,000 Rohingya 
refugees have arrived in Bangladesh 
since August 2017.

The current exodus was trig-
gered by the Myanmar security 
forces launching an operation in re-
taliation for an attack by the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) 
on several security posts in Rakhine 
State on August 25.

The governments of  both the 
countries earlier reached an agree-
ment on the process of repatriation 
for the Rohingya refugees present in 
Bangladesh. The process is expected 
to begin within two months.

New York, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Two people were injured in 
a small fire that broke out at 
the top of Trump Tower in 
New York on Monday.

The New York Fire 
Department (FDNY) said 
one firefighter and one civil-
ian were injured in what 
is thought to have been an 
electrical fire near the roof  
of  the tower.  The fire re-
portedly started near the top 
of  the 58-storey tower on 
Fifth Avenue in Manhattan 
at about 7 a.m. Pictures and 
video from the scene showed 
smoke billowing from the 
building.

The injuries were non-
life-threatening and the blaze 
was declared under control 
by 8.15 a.m., said FDNY 

spokesperson Frank Dwyer. 
More than 70 firefighters re-
sponded to the fire, the local 
media reported. 

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 

Trump was in Washington 
at the time of  the fire. His 
son, Eric, called the blaze 
“small” and said it started in 
a cooling tower. 
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Change happens with collective voice— Dia Mirza
Actress-activist Dia Mirza has lauded the 75th Golden Globe Awards ceremony for high-
lighting issues that matter to drive change. “This is how change happens! When a collec-
tive voice of reason unites to speak and stand by the truth. What a powerful, meaningful 
Golden Globes! Times Up, Me too. Oprah, thank you for speaking for every woman,” Dia 
tweeted on Monday. The awards ceremony, held in Los Angeles on Sunday night, saw 
several celebrities speak up against sexual harassment and gender inequality -- issues that 
have been raging in Hollywood in recent times. Celebrities also chose to flaunt all-black 
ensembles and wore ‘Time’s Up’ badges to signify a silent protest. Oprah Winfrey, who 
became the first black woman to receive the Cecil B. DeMille award, delivered a rousing 
speech calling for a world free of sexual abusers where nobody ever has to say ‘Me too’ 
again. (IANS)
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O
scar-winning composer A.R. 
Rahman on Monday was 
officially announced the 
first brand ambassador 
of  Sikkim. He said 

he is honoured to be the face of  
a state which is not just visually 
but also culturally beautiful.

Rahman was honoured here 
at the onset of  ‘The Red Panda 
Winter Carnival 2018’, which 
aims at increasing the flow of  
tourists by promoting the state’s 
bounty.

“As Helen Keller rightly said - 
The best and most beautiful things 
in the world cannot be seen or even 
touched. I feel this was said for Sik-
kim and Sikkim only,” Rahman said in 
a statement.

“The beauty of  Sikkim doesn’t only lie in 
its hills and valleys but in its feelings and culture 
as well. I am highly impressed by the State’s development and 
mesmerizing culture. I’m honored to be the face of  this beautiful 
state,” he added.

At the event, Sikkim Chief  Minister Pawan Chamling felici-
tated Rahman and said they look forward to working in tandem 
with him “to take the state to higher levels and achievements”.

Ugen T. Gyatso, Sikkim’s Tourism Minister, is happy to have 
the Mozart of  Madras on board to promote the state.

“Despite being the second smallest State in the country, we 
are growing at a rapid pace.

“We see a bigger and better future for Sikkim and with 
Rahman and his versatility and graceful nature, he lives up to 
the affectionate nickname of  aIsai Puyal’ (Music storm) as he 
breezes in from the south to the Himalayas, resonating his mel-
lifluous melodies to the world. There couldn’t have been a better 
fit,” Gyatso said.

IANS

75th Golden Globes

Ansari first man of 
Asian descent to win 
Globe for Best Actor

‘Big Little Lies’, ‘Three Billboards...’ wins big

Sterling  makes history with Golden Globe win

A.R. Rahman honoured 
to be face of Sikkim

Winfrey honoured with Cecil B DeMille Award

I
ndian-origin star Aziz Ansari became 
the first man of Asian descent to bag 
the trophy in the Best Performance by 
an Actor in a Television Series Musical/
Comedy category for his role in “The 

Master Of None”.
It is also the first ever Golden 

Globe win for the 34- year-old 
actor.

“I genuinely didn’t think I 
would win as all the websites 
said I was gonna lose. Also, I 
am glad that we won this one.

To lose two of these in 
a row would have been a 
really sh***y moment for 
me. But this is nice. The 
only reason my acting 
is good on the show is 
because everyone holds 
me up,” Ansari said in 
his acceptance speech.

“I want to thank 
Italy for all the 
amazing food we 
ate on season 
two,” he joked.

The actor 
also thanked his 
parents for their 
support.

An-
sari was 

nomi-
nated in 

the same category for the 
Netflix show “The Mas-
ter of None” in 2016.

He was up against 
Anthony Anderson 
of “Black-ish”, 
Kevin Bacon of  
“I Love Dick”, 
William H Macy 
of “Shameless” 
and “Will and 
Grace” star 
Eric McCor-
mack.

PTI

“B
ig Little Lies” 
from the televi-
sion world and 
“Three Bill-
boards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri” from the movie 
universe won four awards each at 
the 75th Golden Globe Awards, 
which saw Indian American actor-
comedian Aziz Ansari 
make history for 

Asians.
The Golden Globe Awards cere-

mony this year, which had celebrities 
crusading against sexual harassment 
and gender bias, saw special mo-
ments and statements galore. Among 
the big winners, “Big Little Lies”, 
an HBO series, won three honours 
in individual acting categories -- 
Nicole Kidman (Best Performance 
by an actress in a limited series of a 
motion picture made for TV), Laura 
Dern (Actress Supporting Role) and 
Alexander Skarsgard (Actor in a sup-
porting role).

It also won the Best limited series 
or motion picture made for televi-
sion.

Kidman shared the honour with 
fellow executive producer and star 
Reese Witherspoon as well as co-
stars Laura Dern, Zoe Kravitz, and 
Shailene Woodley.

Kidman, who plays Celeste 
Wright -- a victim of domestic abuse 
-- shared a message of hope: “’The 
character that I play represents 
something that is the center of our 
conversation right now: abuse. I do 
believe and hope that we can elicit 

change through the stories we tell 
and the way we tell them.” The 
movie “Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri’ was named Best 
Motion Picture - Drama. Frances 
McDormand won Best Actress, Sam 
Rockwell nabbed the Best Actor in 
a Supporting Role and Martin Mc-
Donagh bagged the Best Screenplay 
honour for it.

Rachel Brosnahan also scored 
her first Golden Globe win and 
was named Best performance by an 
Actress in a TV series - Musical or 
Comedy for “The Marvelous Mrs. 

Maisel”.
Guillermo del Toro got the Best 

Director nod for “The Shape of  
Water”, beating out an all-male 
nominee line-up. “Lady Bird” won 
the Best Motion Picture - Musical 
or Comedy, James Franco won 
Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Motion Picture - Musical or 
Comedy for “The Disaster Artist”, 
Allison Janney won Best Perform-
ance by an Actress in a Supporting 
Role in any Motion Picture for “I, 
Tonya”.

“Coco” won Best Animated 

Film, while the Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film was Germany’s “In The 
Fade”.

In the music department, the 
Best Original Score and Best Origi-
nal Song for a motion picture went 
to Alexandre Desplat (“The Shape 
of Water”) and “This Is Me” (“The 
Greatest Showman”) respectively. 

“The Handmaid’s Tale” was 
named Best Television Series - 
Drama, and in the musical or com-
edy category, “The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel” won.

IANS

A
ctor Sterling K. Brown cre-
ated history by becoming 
the first African-American 
male actor to win a Golden 
Globe for Best Actor in a 

Television Drama for the role of  Randall 
Pearson in hit series “This Is Us”.

He thanked “This Is Us” creator Dan 
Fogelman for giving him the opportunity 
to be part of  the series.

“Now, Dan Fogelman, throughout 
the majority of  my career, I’ve ben-
efited from colour-blind casting, 
which means, ahey, let’s throw a 
brother in there’. That’s always 
really cool,” Brown 
said while accepting 
the award here on 
Sunday.

He con-
tinued: 
“But Dan 
Fogelman, you 
wrote a role for a 
black man that can 
only be played by a 
black man. So what 
I appreciate so 
much about this 
is that I’m being 
seen for who I am 
and being appreci-
ated for who I am, 
and it makes it that 
much more difficult to 
dismiss me or dismiss 

anybody who looks like me.”
Along with complex emotional 

storyline which switches time periods, 
the show is drawing praise for handling 
issues like diversity, race and male stere-
otyping in showbiz in a very mature 
and subtle way. The show is aired 
in India on Star World and Star 
World HD.

After making history, Brown 
told ew.com that he is honoured 

with the accolade.
He said: “I was think-

ing I’ve never been the first 
brother to do anything. I was 

the fourth black student coun-
cil at my high school, I was the 
second black JV captain of  my 
basketball team. To finally be the 
first of  something is interesting 
because I never consider 
myself  a trail-
blazer I try 
to stand 
in my 
truth 
all 

the time.
“If  I come from a place of  truth all 

the time, then I can’t worry about trying 
to be Jackie Robinson or anybody else. 
I’m honoured that they chose to honour 

a little network show and a 
character that gets 45 min-

utes to tell their story when 
other shows have 60. I feel 
a tremendous amount of  
pride and I look forward 

to seeing someone else 
stand up here and hold 
this trophy not 75 years 
from now.” 

Brown previously 
won an Emmy for his per-
formance -- a historic win as 
it made him the first black 

actor to win the Out-
standing Lead Actor 

in a Drama Series 
since 1998.

IANS

O
prah Winfrey 
became the first 
African-American 
woman to be 
honoured with the 

annual Cecil B DeMille Award at 
the 75th Golden Globes ceremo-
ny and in an inspiring speech the 
media mogul paid tributes to the 
women for speaking out against 
sexual abuse.

Winfrey, 63, is also the 15th 
woman to receive the honour 

since its inception in 1952.
She opened her speech 

with her first memory of a per-
son of colour winning an award 

and that was Sidney Poitier.
“In 1964, I was a little 

girl sitting on the linoleum 
floor of my mother’s 

house in Milwaukee, 
watching Anne 
Bancroft present 

the Oscar for Best 
Actor at the 
36th Academy 
Awards,” she 
said to the audi-
ence’s standing 
ovation.

“She 
opened the 
envelope 
and said five 

words that literally made history: 
The winner is Sidney Poitier.”  
Poitier became the first African-
American man to win the Best Ac-
tor Oscar for “Lilies of the Field” 
and he was also the first black ac-
tor to be presented with the Cecil 
B DeMille honour in 1982.

“Up to the stage came the 
most elegant man I’d ever seen.

I’d never seen a black man 
being celebrated like that. I tried 
very many times to explain what 
a moment like that means to a 
little girl, a kid watching from the 
cheap seats, as my mom came 
through the door bone-tired from 
cleaning other peoples’ houses. 
But all she could do was quote 
Poitier and say, ‘Amen, amen’.” 

The actor said being up on the 
stage was an important moment 
in her career and she understands 
how it may inspire others.

“It is not lost on me that at 
this moment, there are some little 
girls watching as I become the first 
black woman to be given the same 
award. It is an honour and it is a 
privilege to share the evening with 
all of them,” she said.

Winfrey went on to address 
the sexual harassment scandal 
that has engulfed Hollywood in 
recent times and how press has an 

important role to play in highlight-
ing issues that matter.

It was the New York Times 
which first exposed producer 
Harvey Weinstein’s decades of  
sexual misconduct that led to the 
movement of hashtag MeToo and 
then hashtag Time’s Up.

Winfrey continued her speech 
by acknowledging the fact that 
even though the press is “under 
siege”, now there is a climate 
where women are being empow-
ered to speak up and say “me too” 
- and men are listening.

“We all know that the press is 
under siege these days...

I want to say that I value the 
press more than ever before as 
we try to navigate these compli-
cated times, which brings me to 
this: What I know for sure is that 
speaking your truth is the most 
powerful tool we all have, and 
I’m especially proud and inspired 
by all the women who have felt 
strong enough and empowered 
enough to speak up and share 
their personal stories,” she said.

Winfrey said their fight is not 
limited to Hollywood and some 
of the names of the women who 
have fought for the cause will 
never be known.

PTI



SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, January 9, 2018

Pele Khezhie handing over a token of financial assistance to Biswajit, 
secretary of organising committee of Karimganj District Taekwondo 
Association.

Novak Djokovic hasn’t played competitively since a right elbow problem forced him to quit Wimbledon 
in the quarter-finals in July.

Lonzo Ball of the Los Angeles Lakers, was under scrutiny after his father’s latest remarks that coach Luke 
Walton had lost the confidence of his players.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1698SUD0KU 1538
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1697

ACROSS
1. Outbuilding
5. Trades
10. Monster
14. Yachting cap
15. Dimwit
16. An old spelling of 

“True”
17. Colored part of an eye
18. Snakelike
20. 10-sided polygon
22. Cleaning device
23. Uncooked
24. Gangs
25. Rattlesnake
32. Bay window
33. A giant with 100 eyes 

(Greek mythology)
34. Liveliness
37. Valuable metal
38. Clever
39. Lunch or dinner
40. N N N N
41. Habitual practice
42. Crown
43. In a purposeless 

manner
45. Excuse
49. Buffoon
50. Deep purplish red
53. Enraged
57. Responsibility
59. Govern
60. Midday
61. Coming and _____
62. Feudal worker
63. Hot rum drink

64. Malice
65. Sun 
DOWN
1. Slip
2. Not there
3. Sweeping story
4. Rendered weaponless
5. Renounce
6. Biblical garden
7. What we breathe
8. Cuts off
9. Goulash
10. Aquatic mammal
11. Complain
12. Regenerate
13. Decorative jugs

19. They hold up 
heads 

21. Jail (British)
25. Venician magstrate
26. Weightlifters pump 

this
27. Afflicts
28. A type of small 

mammal
29. Boasts
30. Yes
31. Slice
34. Legumes
35. Nobleman
36. Participate in games
38. South southeast

39. Fails to 
detonate 

41. Utilizing
42. Rip
44. Lollygag
45. Amidst
46. Work hard
47. Snow house
48. Existence
51. Labels
52. At the peak of
53. Typeface
54. Dethrone
55. Forearm bone
56. Clairvoyant
58. 3 in Roman numerals

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1537

FC Barcelona’s Paulinho, right, celebrates with his teammate Lionel Messi after scoring a goal during the 
Spanish La Liga soccer match against Levante at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain on Sunday.
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NE Taekwondo championship 
underway at Karimganj

Archery Association to meet on Jan. 13

Nadal, Djokovic to test injuries at KooyongLakers snap 9-game skid with win over Hawks

Real Madrid fall 16 points 
behind Barcelona in La Liga
Madrid, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Real Madrid managed to 
eke out a 2-2 draw against 
Celta Vigo away at Balai-
dos, remaining 16 points 
behind La Liga leaders 
Barcelona, who won 3-0 at 
home against Levante.

Forward Gareth Bale, 
who made his first La Liga 
start on Sunday night since 
September after getting 
through both calf  and ham-
string difficulties, scored 
twice for Real. But Celta 
drew thanks to goals from 
Daniel Wass and Maxi 
Gomez, reports Efe.

In Barcelona, two first-
half  goals from Argentine 
star Lionel Messi and Uru-
guay’s Luis Suarez as well 
as a last-gasp goal by Bra-
zilian Paulinho, earned the 
hosts their 15th league win. 

Barcelona, who have 48 
points, enjoy a nine-point 
lead over second-placed 
Atletico Madrid.

Although Real Ma-
drid have a game in hand, 
the capital club now trails 
Barcelona by 16 points. 
They have work to do to 
keep in touch with second 
and third placed Atletico 
Madrid and Valencia (37 
points), who won their 
respective home games on 
Saturday.

Z i n e d i n e  Z i d a n e -
coached Real showed clear 
signs of  lack of  motiva-
tion. Hosts Celta got on 
the board first in the 33rd 
minute on Wass’ chip over 
goalkeeper Kaylor Navas, 
who was out of  position.

Real equalised just 
three minutes later on a 
shot by Welsh forward 

Los Angeles, Jan. 8 (AFP): 
The Los Angeles Lakers 
snapped a nine-game NBA 
losing streak on Sunday 
with a 132-113 victory over 
the Atlanta Hawks.

Brandon Ingram scored 
20 points to lead the Lak-
ers, who hadn’t won a 
game since a December 20 
victory over the Houston 
Rockets.

The victory quieted 
some of  the noise grow-

ing around the embattled 
young team, including 
comments by outspoken 
basketball patriarch LaVar 
Ball -- father of  Lakers 
rookie Lonzo Ball -- who 
told ESPN that coach Luke 
Walton had lost the confi-
dence of  his players.

“I would disagree with 
that,” Walton said at shoot-
around on Sunday morn-
ing, telling reporters that 
even as the defeats piled 

up his players were playing 
hard.

The difference against 
the Hawks, Walton said 
after the much-needed win, 
was a defensive commit-
ment that set up the Lakers’ 
transition offense.

“I think it triggered ev-
erything for us tonight,” 
Walton said. “Once we 
got engaged and we were 
crashing back on the glass 
and able to get out and run 

Bale, who then swooped 
in for another goal two 
minutes after that.

The host team had a 
great chance to get back 
to even when Costa Rican 
Navas conceded a pen-
alty in the 72nd minute, 
but the custodian managed 
to make up for his mistake 
by saving lago Aspas’ spot-
kick.

Celta continued to bat-
tle as the minutes ticked 
away, however. And finally 
it was Maxi Gomez who 
settled the final result after 
moving through a lax Ma-
drid defence to blast in a 
header eight minutes before 
the final whistle.

Talking about the title 

challenge, Zidane said: 
“If  we lose points every 
week, we can not get close. 
You have to go match by 
match.”

Barcelona showed in 
their game against Levante 
that they are best placed to 
regain the title. They went 
at full steam in the first half, 
but eased the pace after the 
break.

Coach Ernesto Val-
verde decided to put French 
winger Ousmane Dembele 
into the starting line-up for 
the first time since Septem-
ber 2017.

Dembele joined Messi 
and Suarez on the attack, 
while Spanish veteran mid-
fielder Andres Iniesta also 

returned to the starting 
line-up at the Camp Nou 
stadium. Iniesta made his 
650th appearance for the 
Catalan club.

Messi, who was appear-
ing in his 400th La Liga 
match, gave Barcelona the 
lead in the 12th minute, 
making the most of  Jordi 
Alba’s header with a close 
range shot at the right post.

Dembele and Suarez 
squandered  a  doub le 
chance in the 25th min-
ute, while Messi’s free kick 
touched the woodwork 
on its way out in the 32nd 
minute.

Another back-forward 
duo proved decisive for 
Barcelona on the second 

goal as right-back Sergi 
Roberto assisted Suarez 
doubling Barcelona’s lead 
in the 38th minute.

Ivan Rakitic, Messi and 
Paulinho all squandered 
scoring chances during the 
next few minutes before 
the break.

T h e  C a t a l a n  c l u b 
seemed to have run out of  
steam in the second half.

Barcelona’s German 
goalkeeper Marc Andre 
Ter Stegen saved scoring 
chances from Ivan “Ivi” 
Lopez and Shak Moore in 
the 47th and 67th minutes.

In the last few minutes 
of  play, Barcelona sought 
a third goal, with Suarez 
missing on a close scoring 
chance. But three minutes 
into the second half  stop-
page time, Paulinho tapped 
in a Messi cross from the 
left to make it 3-0.

Meanwhile, Athletic 
Club Bilbao enjoyed an 
easy 2-0 win over Alaves 
thanks to a first half  goal 
from Xabi Etxeita and a 
67th-minute penalty from 
Aritz Aduriz.

Leganes kicked off  
2018 with a 1-0 win at 
home to Real Sociedad 
thanks to a 75th-minute 
goal from Gabriel Pires’ 
free-kick against a rival 
which controlled much of  
the ball but failed to create 
clear chances.

Finally, goals in the 
73rd and 77th minutes 
from Fabian Orellana and 
Sergi Enrich saw Eibar ruin 
Paco Jemez’s debut for Las 
Palmas, who had opened 
the scoring with a Jonathan 
Viera penalty.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
The three-day 4th North-
east Taekwondo Cham-
pionship, 2018 organised 
by Karimganj District 
Taekwondo Association 
(KDTA) under the aegis 
of  Northeast East Tae-
kwondo Union (NETU) 
got underway on Monday 
at DSA, Karimganj.

232 players and 25 
technical officials from 
the six Northeastern states 
of  Assam, Ar unachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Na-
galand and SSB team are 
taking part in the champi-
onship.

Address ing the in-
augural function as the 
ch ie f  gues t ,  Lok  MP 
Sabha Karimganj, As-
sam, Radhasham Biswas 
appreciated the Northeast 
East Taekwondo Union 
(NETU) for bringing the 
championship to the small 
township of  Karimganj 
and hoped the players 
have a pleasant stay in 
town.

He also said that the 
people of  Northeast have 
tremendous potential to 
earn laurels in game of  
Taekwondo at the high-
er level and wished the 
championship a very suc-
cessful one.

NETU President Pele 
Khezhie, in his address 
extended the warmest 
New Year’s greeting to 
all and thanked the God 
Almighty for guiding the 
union to organise the 
championship at Karim-
ganj, Assam.

On his own behalf  and 
on behalf  of  his esteemed 
col leagues  o f  NETU, 
Khezhie extended the 
heartiest gratitude and ap-
preciation to the Karim-
ganj District Taekwondo 
Association affiliated to 

All Assam Taekwondo 
Association for hosting 
the championship.

Former Assam Min-
ister Gautam Roy, North 
Karimganj MLA Kamala-
kia Dev Purkhayasta and 
office bearers of  various 
Taekwondo association 
attended the inaugural 
programme.

Bouts in different cat-
egories of  cadet, junior 
and senior category for 
both boys and girls were 
on till the filing of  this 
report.

Dimapur, Jan. 8 (EMN): The general sec-
retary of  Nagaland Archery Association 
Neiyalie Angami in a press note informed 
that a general meeting has been convened 
on Jan. 13 at 10 am at the residence of  the 
President Neiphiu Rio at Rio Villa Sovima 
to elect new team of  office bearers for the 

tenure 2018-20.
All the office bearers and executive 

council members are requested to attend 
the meeting positively.

He also added that this press note will 
be treated as the official letter to the con-
cerned members.

Melbourne, Jan. 8 (AFP): 
Rafael Nadal and Novak 
Djokovic will use the Kooy-
ong Classic starting Tuesday 
as a convenient emergency 
stop to gain much-needed 
match practice as the pair 
return from injury in time 
for the Australian Open.

Not since the glory days 
of  Andre Agassi and Pete 
Sampras nearly two de-
cades ago and more recently 
Roger Federer, has the long-
time exhibition event hosted 
as distinguished a field.

The upcoming edi-
tion will feature five of the 
world’s top 10, including 
ATP Finals runner-up and 
two-time Kooyong cham-
pion David Goffin, Austri-
an Dominic Thiem, Croat 
Marin Cilic and Spain’s 
Pablo Carreno Busta.

Under the ad-hoc rules, 
late additions Nadal and 
Djokovic will be playing 
practice matches.

World number one Nad-
al, who missed the warm-up 
Brisbane International last 
week with a knee injury, is 
set for just one appearance 
on Tuesday when he faces 
France’s Richard Gasquet.

Djokovic, who hasn’t 
played competitively since a 
right elbow problem forced 
him to quit Wimbledon in 
the quarter-finals in July, is 
due on court on Wednesday 
to play Thiem.

“The addition of  both 
Novak and Rafa changes 
our schedule and the way 
we will run the four days but 
that’s what Kooyong is all 
about, we are here to help 
the players get ready for the 
Open,” said tournament 
director Peter Johnston.

The women’s draw, now 
into a second season after 
being introduced in 2017, 
includes new Hopman Cup 
champion Belinda Bencic 
of  Switzerland, German 
Andrea Petkovic, Aussie 
teen Destanee Aiava and 

young Chinese star Wang 
Xinyu.

Pat Cash, the 1987 Aus-
tralian Open winner who 
now coaches American 
CoCo Vandeweghe, serves 
as official ambassador for 
the event and said it would 
be good preparation for 
Djokovic and Nadal.

“Ever yone  wi l l  be 
watching Rafa’s legs and 
Novak’s arm,” he said.

“It can make for a very 
exciting week of  tennis. 
Both guys had good prepa-
ration, they just suffered 

setbacks. But when those 
come within a couple of  
weeks from the Australian 
Open, it’s a bit of a worry.

“They have to be abso-
lutely ready, players can be 
quite anxious about it all.”

The first day of  play 
features four matches, with 
Nadal against Gasquet, 
Goffin facing Carreno Bus-
ta and wayward Australian 
Bernard Tomic taking on 
Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka.

Among the women, 
young Australian Aiava 
plays Petkovic.  

... it was good to see the 
guys get back to that mode 
where defense anchors 
what we do offensively.”

Lonzo Ball, playing 
just his second game after 
missing six with a shoulder 
sprain, was under scrutiny 
after his father’s latest re-
marks.

He scored 13 points 
and pulled down 10 re-
bounds while handing out 
six assists.

When he departed the 
game with 2:53 remaining, 
along with Kyle Kuzma, 
Larry Nance Jr. and Julius 
Randle they were cheered 
by fans -- a turnaround 
from the boos heard dur-
ing a loss to Charlotte on 
Friday.

At 12-27 the Lakers 
remain at the bottom of  
the Western Conference. 
But they avoided matching 
the longest losing streak in 
franchise history.

Walton, while encour-
aged, said he wasn’t expect-
ing smooth sailing for his 
young players, but he said 
insisted their growing pains 
wouldn’t tear them apart.

“The team’s been fine,” 
he said. “We’ve got guys 
and a group that are still 
figuring things out. It’s 
nothing new when young 
teams that are trying to 
get better go through hard 
times.”



Barcelona's new Brazilian midfielder Philippe Coutinho poses with 
his new jersey during his official presentation in Barcelona on Jan. 8.
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Players of Royal Strikers Tsumang with the Amrit Cement WCC trophy on Monday.
EM Images

Kivi Zhimomi of Gokulam FC (yellow) in action against Kamal 
Preet Singh of Minerva Punjab FC in the Hero I League football 
competition.

PTI

South African bowler Morne Morkel celebrates the wicket of Indian batsman Cheteshwar Pujara on the fourth day of the first test 
between South Africa and India at Newlands Stadium, in Cape Town, South Africa on Monday.

AP/PTI

Australia's Steve Smith, center, holds up the Ashes trophy as Australian players celebrate their win over England on the last day of the Ashes 
cricket test match in Sydney on Monday. Australia won the series 4-0.

AP/PTI

Australia canter to 4-0 Ashes triumph

Royal Strikers Tsumang retains Winter Cricket Challenge

South Africa beat India by 72 runs in first Test

Coutinho completes 160-million-euro Barcelona move

Kivi Zhimomi debuts at I-League 
for Gokulam Kerala FC

HISMNC: Assam Hockey lose 
again to Central Secretariat

Saudi stadiums to open 
doors to women on Friday

Shillong beat Arrows 
in I-League tie

Sydney, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
Australia coasted to a 4-0 
Ashes win after thrashing 
England by an innings and 
123 runs on the final day of  
the fifth Test at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground (SCG) here 
on Monday.

Bogged down by the 
loss of  their skipper Joe 
Root, who had been hos-
pitalised overnight for gas-

troenteritis, England were 
bundled out for a meagre 
180 in their second innings, 
with paceman Pat Cum-
mins claiming 4/39.

The visitors needed a 
mammoth effort to survive 
the final day, and Root was 
key to their hopes. 

However, he didn't 
resume the day's play, as 
Moeen Ali walked out with 

Jonny Bairstow. Ali lasted 
43 deliveries before off-spin-
ner Nathan Lyon (3/54) 
once again got the better 
of  him, trapping him in 
front for 13. Ali's downfall 
brought back Root to the 
middle as he fought hard to 
add the eight runs required 
to post another half-century, 
with England going in to 
lunch at 144/5. 

Root (58), however 
couldn't return to the crease, 
and when Bairstow was 
scalped by Cummins in 
the third over after play re-
sumed, it was only a matter 
of time for the hosts.

Bairstow's 143-ball vigil 
had yielded 38 runs, and 
his dismissal exposed the 
tail. Stuart Broad, who had 
scored an enterprising 31 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Royal Striker’s Tsumang 
retained the 22nd edition 
of  Winter Cricket Chal-
lenge after defeating two 
time champions EYL CC 
by 39 runs on Monday at 
Wokha.

Royal Striker’s set a tar-
get of  149 runs to win with 
man of  the tournament 
and man of  the match 
Saibal scoring 53 impor-
tant runs while Ananda 
(30), Debojit (22) and Sid-
arth (15) helped in posting 
a decent total.

Wabang and Renjamo 
of EYL CC took two wick-
ets while Rhondemo and 
Alamo claimed a wicket 
each.

Chasing a target of  
149 runs EYL CC were 
restricted to score freely 
in the first 6 overs by Roy-
al Strikers bowlers and 
fielders. Elithung scored 
15 runs, Nzanthung and 
Nchumthung 14 runs each 
while Lirenthung, Ren-
jamo and Tsenpon contrib-
uted 12 runs could muster 
only 109 runs in 20 overs 
for EYL CC.

in the first innings, fell to 
Cummins two balls later 
after skying a bouncer to 
the big gloves of Tim Paine.

Then, another Cum-
mins short delivery saw to 
Mason Crane's dismissal. 
He gloved the ball behind, 
and though he asked for a 
review, replays suggested 
there was significant con-
tact with his thumb.

Veteran Jimmy Ander-
son's was the only wicket 
left, with the paceman last-
ing 23 deliveries before 
Josh Hazlewood had him 
caught behind. 

Tom Curran remained 
unaccompanied on a 40-
ball 23, as England crashed 
to their heaviest defeat to 
Australia since 1993, when 
they lost by an innings and 
148 runs at Headingley.

Pacer Cummins was 
adjudged Player of  the 
Match for his eight wickets, 
Aussie skipper Steve Smith 
was named the Player of  
the Series for top-scoring 
with 687 runs.

Brief Scores: England 
346, 180 (Joe Root 58 retd. 
hurt, Jonny Bairstow 38, 
Tom Curran 23 not out; Pat 
Cummins 4/39, Nathan 
Lyon 3/54) lose to Austra-
lia 649/7 declared.

Zhovezo Resu
Kohima, Jan. 8 (EMN): 
Kivi Zhimomi, the striker 
for Gokulam Kerala Foot-
ball Club (GKFC) debuted 
at the I-League match 
against Minerva Punjab 
FC at the EMS Stadium 
in Calicut on Jan. 6. The 
22-year-old Kivi Zhimomi 
became the 4th person from 
Nagaland to play at India’s 
top tier league after Kweth-
elhi Thopi, James Kithan 
and Roko Angami.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Kivi Zhimomi said: 
“every player has a dream 
to play his own national 
league so I am happy for 
my achievement playing at 
the Indian Hero I-league.”

Kivi V Zhimomi was 
born and brought up in 
Dimapur and is the young-
est of  six children. He 
started his football career 
in the year 2010 from State 
Sports Academy, Dimapur. 
He can play as striker or 
winger.

He has played for Viva 
Chennai FC, Rangdajied 
United FC, Shillong and a 
product of Dimapur sports 
academy. He was also a 
former player of  Moham-
medan Sporting Club, Kol-
kata, one of the oldest clubs 
in Asia. He also played in 
the now-defunct Nagaland 
Premier League for Naga 
Tornadoes and Kohima 

Komets.
In the match at Kerala, 

a solitary goal from Bali 
Ganadeep in the first half  
helped Minerva Punjab FC 
to win over hosts GKFC 1-0 
in the Hero Indian League 
match on Saturday evening.  
The defeat means Gokulam 
team slumped to their fifth 
defeat of the season of the 
I-League matches, having 
played seven matches so far, 
the team sits in the second 

bottom with four points of  
the I-league table.

It may be mentioned the 
debutants team Gokulam 
FC is a professional football 
club based in Kozhikode, 
Kerala and owned by the 
Sree Gokulam Group, a 
business establishment. The 
Club began competing in 
the I-League, the first divi-
sion of  Indian football, 
in the 2017–18 I-League 
season.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 8 (EMN): Assam Hockey 
lost again to Central Secretariat by 1-3 
goals on the second day of  the ongoing 
8th Hockey India Senior Men National 
Championship 2018 at Khuman Lampak 
Astro Turf  Hockey Stadium in Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex in Imphal on 
Monday.

In their first match on the opening day 
of  the championship which was formally 
inaugurated on Sunday, they lost to Telan-
gana Hockey (3-8).

Assam Hockey which is led by its 
coach Rajesh Boro is scheduled to meet 

Sports Authority of  India, the fourth team 
in pool A in their pool match on Jan. 12.

There are a total of  eight pools. Each 
pool has four teams. Thus altogether, 32 
teams from across the country are partici-
pating in the championship which is being 
organised by Manipur Hockey under the 
aegis of  Hockey India.

In other matches of  the day, Sahastra 
Seema Bal was defeated by Chhattisgarh 
Hockey 4-2 goals while Hockey Puduch-
erry beat Goans Hockey by 13-1 goals. In 
the day’s last match, Bengaluru Hockey 
Association beat Hockey Bihar by a huge 
goal margin.

Riyadh, Jan. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Sports stadiums in Saudi 
Arabia will open their doors 
to women to attend football 
matches for the first time 
ever on Friday, the govern-
ment has announced.

"The first match that 
women will be allowed to 
watch will be Al-Ahli versus 
Al-Batin on Friday January 
12," the ministry of  infor-
mation said in a statement 
today. It said women would 
also be able to attend a sec-
ond match on the following 
day and a third one on Janu-
ary 18.

Women from across the 
vast Gulf kingdom may be 
able to take advantage of  
this new freedom as the first 
match will be held in the 
capital Riyadh, the second 
in Jeddah on the Red Sea 

and the third in the eastern 
city of Dammam.

The kingdom, which has 
some of the world's tightest 
restrictions on women, has 
long barred women from 
sports arenas by strict rules 
on segregation of the sexes 
in public.

Under Saudi Arabia's 
existing guardianship sys-
tem, a male family member 
-- normally the father, hus-
band or brother -- must grant 
permission for a woman's 
study, travel and a host of  
other activities.

But the conservative 
kingdom has in recent 
months eased some of  its 
most notorious restrictions 
on women, including the 
lifting of a driving ban -- set 
to go into effect in June.

In September, hundreds 

of  women were allowed 
to enter a sports stadium 
in Riyadh, used mostly for 
football matches, for the first 
time to mark Saudi Arabia's 
national day.

The easing of social con-
trols comes as Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
looks to repackage the oil-
rich nation as more moder-
ate and welcoming.

The powerful crown 
princes' Vision 2030 pro-
gramme for a post-oil era 
stems partly from an eco-
nomic motive to boost do-
mestic spending on enter-
tainment as the kingdom 
reels from an energy slump.

Saudis splurge billions 
of dollars annually on enter-
tainment in the neighbour-
ing tourist hubs of Bahrain 
and Dubai.

Sidarth, Debojit, Mir-
thul, Vickey, Laxman and 
Renben of  Royal Striker’s 
Tsumang claimed a wicket 
each.

Earlier before the final 
match of  WCC, a charity 
match was played between 
Board President XI vs Dis-
trict Administrative XI 
where District Administra-
tive XI won the match by 
five wickets.

Board President XI af-

ter winning the toss decided 
to bat first and scored 135 
runs in 15 overs. Wojant-
hung (39), Nemichand (34) 
and Penthungo (16) were 
the notable contributors for 
Board President.

The District Adminis-
trative XI was successful 
in chasing the target with 
Bharat Laxman Markad, 
IPS, SP Wokha with his 
willow stroked a magnifi-
cent 54 runs with one 6 

and seven 4’s while Ashish 
SIB (IN) Wokha collected 
29 runs with four 4’s and 
two 6’s.

Mixed cricket was wit-
nessed at the charity match 
where Jane Patton played 
alongside of  Board Presi-
dent XI claimed a wicket 
while bowling.

Meanwhile the organis-
ers informed that the char-
ity match played before 
the final match helped in 

Barcelona, Jan. 8 (AFP): 
Philippe Coutinho officially 
joined Barcelona on Mon-
day, completing a move 
from Liverpool thought to 
be worth 160 million euros 
($192 million), making it 
the third richest transfer in 
history.

Coutinho, 25, signed 
a five-year contract in a 
ceremony alongside Barca 
president Josep Maria Bar-
tomeu.

But minutes before he 
put pen to paper, the club 
said a thigh injury would 
delay his debut until the end 
of January. Barca coach Er-
nesto Valverde has predicted 
the Brazilian will comfort-
ably fit into a team already 
containing global superstar 
Lionel Messi.

In a video message on 
Sunday showing Coutinho 
posing for photographers 
at the Camp Nou wearing 
a Barcelona jacket, he said: 
"I want to play, win trophies 
and make the supporters 
happy. Those are my objec-

collecting a cash amount 
of  INR 37,000 which will 
be officially handed over to 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samo-
on (IAS), DC Wokha on 
Jan. 9 to help the patient of  
Wokha District Hospital 
and destitute Home.

R o y a l  S t r i k e r ’ s 
Tsumang walked home 
with a cash prize of  INR 
75,000 with certificates 
while EYL CC received 
INR 30,000 and certifi-
cates. Semifinalist GA-
PYOCC and Lancer CC 
were awarded cash prize of  
INR 5,000 each along with 
certificates.

Individual prizes
Man of  the tourna-

ment - Saibal Ghose (133 
Runs with two wickets) of  
Royal Striker’s Tsumang

Man of the match (fi-
nal) - Saibal Ghose (53 
runs not-out) of  Royal 
Striker’s Tsumang

Highest wicket taker 
- Vickey of  Royal Striker’s 
Tsumang and Alam of  
EYL CC with 11 wickets 
each.

Best wicketkeeper - 
Nchumbemo Humtsoe of  
Renegades CC

tives.
"Barca fans, I'm here 

now. It's a dream come 
true!"

Coutinho said he was 
excited about playing along-
side Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Andres Iniesta.

He described them as 
well as club stalwarts Gerard 
Pique and Sergio Busquets 
as "idols".

Coutinho has already 
lined up alongside Suarez 
for 18 months at Liverpool 

before the Uruguayan made 
the same move to Spain in 
2014. "Everybody knows 
about his quality. He has 
been playing at the highest 
level for years now and that 
is important," Suarez said.

"Now we need to make 
sure he feels at home be-
cause we know that chang-
ing club is always difficult, 
but I think he is the type of  
player who will fit well into 
the team."

Valverde admitted that 

Cape Town, Jan. 8 (IANS): 
South Africa bowled out In-
dia for 135 in their second 
innings, registering a 72-run 
victory on the fourth and pen-
ultimate day of  the opening 
cricket Test here on Monday.

Chasing 208 to win the 
match after bowling out South 
Africa for 130 in their second 
innings, India capitulated 
with paceman Veron Philan-
der scalping six wickets.

All-rounder Ravichandran 
Ashwin top-scored for India 
with 37.

Shillong, Jan. 8 (IANS): Shillong Lajong rode on a lone 
strike by Abdoulaye Koffi to defeat the spirited Indian Ar-
rows 1-0 in an I-League encounter here on Monday.

Koffi (80th minute) scored a superb goal in the closing 
stages to break the sturdy Arrows defence and earn all three 
points for the hosts at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium here. 

Shillong rose two spots to the fourth spot with 14 points 
from nine matches. Arrows remain at the eighth spot in the 
10-team table with seven points from nine matches. 

Both teams started in the 4-2-3-1 formation. Arrows 
coach Louis Norton de Matos handed Roshan Singh his first 
start in this season's I-League and Deepak Tangri combined 
with Asish Rai in the defence. The first half was dominated 
by Lajong as they kept attacking the Arrows defence. It 
looked like the Arrows were not the same team they had 
been when they beat Lajong 3-0 in their previous encounter.

Meanwhile, the moment of  glory came for Arrows' 
goalkeeper Prabhsukhan Gill when he jumped to his left to 
save a penalty from Lajong skipper Samuel Lalmuanpuia.

Arrows' Deepak Tangri, following a tackle on Koffi, 
handled the ball inside the box and the referee didn't hesitate 
to award a penalty to the hosts but the skipper's right-footed 
shot was comfortably saved by the goal keeper.

Shillong created many chances during the first half but 
none were successful in finding the net. 

Gill also proved that he was a force to be reckoned with 
as he made some impressive saves for his team.

Shillong will now host Minerva Punjab FC on January 
14 whereas Arrows will host Neroca FC at the Tilak Maidan 
in Goa two days later.

it would be a challenge 
shoehorning his new recruit 
into a squad already run-
ning away with the Spanish 
league title.

"Coutinho is a player 
who I think can bring a lot 
to us," said Valverde. "He's 
an important signing."

"I have seen him play in 
various positions -- on the 
right, the left, in the mid-
dle, on the wings. We will 
evaluate all of this... but, of  
course, I don't think he will 
play as a goalkeeper!"

The timing of  Barca's 
move for Coutinho has 
been questioned because 
he will not be able to play 
in the Champions League 
this season having already 
played in the competition for 
Liverpool.

But he is likely to be 
used to give 33-year-old Ini-
esta a rest, keeping the vet-
eran midfielder fresh for the 
Champions League.
Blow for Liverpool
The swoop for Coutinho 
-- which contains a 400 mil-

lion-euro release clause -- is 
the third biggest transfer in 
football history, outranked 
only by Paris Saint-Ger-
main's world record 222 mil-
lion-euro signing of Neymar 
from Barcelona last year, 
and their capture of French 
striker Kylian Mbappe for a 
deal eventually worth 180 
million euros.

Rio-born Coutinho ar-
rived at Liverpool from Inter 
Milan for a mere £8.5 mil-
lion (9.6 million euros, $11.5 
million) in January 2013 and 
scored 54 goals for the club 
in all competitions, although 
he won no silverware during 
his five-year stay at Anfield.

Barcelona had tried to 
sign Coutinho last summer 
and his departure is a blow 
to Liverpool as he had just 
returned to top form after an 
injury-hit start to the season, 
scoring seven goals in the 
last eight games of  2017 
to put his side firmly in the 
Champions League places.

"It is no secret that 
Philippe has wanted this 

move to happen since July, 
when Barcelona first made 
their interest known," said 
Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp. "Philippe was insis-
tent with me, the owners and 
even his teammates this was 
a move he was desperate to 
make happen."

Coutinho's signing al-
lows Barca to move on from 
the bitter experience of los-
ing his Brazil teammate 
Neymar to Qatar-backed 
PSG. Coutinho's age is also 
highly attractive to Barca 
with Messi, Suarez and Ini-
esta all in their thirties.

Liverpool have been 
tipped to quickly reinvest 
their windfall from the 
Coutinho sale.

Despite already pay-
ing Southampton £75 mil-
lion for defender Virgil van 
Dijk, Klopp will be chasing 
an attacker with Leicester 
City's Algerian winger Ri-
yad Mahrez and Monaco 
midfielder Thomas Lemar 
already linked with a switch 
to Anfield.


