
A group of girls from the Mao Naga community attempts to take a ‘groupfie’ during the celebration of Chithuni festival at Dimapur on Sunday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 18° 17°

Agartala 25° 11°

Gangtok 16° 03°

Guwahati 22° 10°

Imphal 19° 05°

Itanagar 19° 10°

Shillong 14° 03°

Delhi 21° 06°

Kolkata 24° 11°

Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16° 04°
DIMAPUR 20° 10°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA nil 81%
DIMAPUR nil 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): Four Nagaland-based or-
ganisations have appealed to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to defer the Nagaland state assembly elec-
tions–widely expected to be conducted during Feb. / 
Mar. this year–and allow for smooth transaction of  
the political negotiations. 

Three organisations namely the Nagaland Tribes 
Council, the Against Corruption and Unabated 
Taxation, and the Nagaland GB Federation on Sun. 
emailed to the local press their respective represen-
tation addressed to Modi. (Details in page-7)  

Also, the Central Nagaland Tribes Council 
(CNTC) issued a statement informing to have made 
a fervent appeal to the ‘govt. of  India to defer the 
2018 state assembly elections in order to expedite 
the Naga peace process.’

According to the CNTC, conducting elections 
‘at this juncture may invite many unwanted situa-
tion (sic) which may hamper the hard won peace 
process, and thus derail the long cherished desire of  
the Nagas’.

“Since most of  the NPGs have come on board 
and talks are in progress, with the support of  the 
Naga civil societies this seem to be the most oppor-
tune time to hammer out a lasting solution accept-
able to all section of  the Naga people,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN):  The Chang Khulei Setshang 
(CKS) has called off  the ‘bandh’ in Chang jurisdiction 
following the Nagaland state cabinet’s decision to allow 
Noklak village council and Chingmei village council 
decide the inclusion of  Chingmei range villages under 
Noklak district prior to the government marking down 
boundaries. A CKS press release on Sunday informed 
about the suspension of  said ‘bandh’. However, it cau-
tioned that the ‘bandh’ would be resumed ‘any time’ if  
the state cabinet ‘fails to exercise’ its decision.  

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland 
People’s Organisation 
(ENPO) has encouraged 
the communities of  the 
Sangtam and the Sumi of  
Sitimi area in Kiphire to 
‘try to solve the issue and 
not let it escalate further to 
a tribal/communal issue.’

An ENPO statement 
on Sun. appreciated the 
restraint shown by both 
the communities toward 
maintaining peace and 

tranquillity. “The ENPO 
would also like to appeal 
to the people of  Kiphire in 
general and Sitimi area in 
particular to refrain from 
spreading false rumour 
mongering and provocative 
messages through social 
media etc.

“Further the ENPO 
urge the state government 
to take up the matter on 
top priority and intervene 
at the earliest,” the state-
ment read. 

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): On the night of  Jan. 6 the Di-
mapur police reportedly “busted a multi-crore racket of  
fruits mixed with chemical known as Calcium Carbide 
(CaC2)” from New Market and arrested three persons. 

An update from the Dimapur police authorities on 
Sun. informed that a team of enforcement led by the ACP 
of ‘A’ division ‘busted’ said racket and arrested one person 
identified as Laxmi Sha at around 7 pm, Jan. 6. 

“...and recovered / seized huge quantities of  bananas 
along with 3 kg (approx) of  Calcium Carbide (CaC2) from 
his shop. The arrested accused stated that a ½ kg of  Cal-
cium Carbide (CaC2) can ripen 3 quintals of  unripe ba-
nanas and all the fruit traders in Dimapur use this chemi-
cal to artificially ripen the fruit like mango, watermelon, 
apple, banana etc, which is sold to their customers who 
purchase and consume it without knowing its harmful ef-
fects,” it stated. 

Citing ‘scientific report,’ it stated that ‘this chemical 
contains arsenic phosphorous and acetylene gas which 
makes the healthy fruit poisonous’. Following the arrest 
of  Sha, the police conducted more raids inside the mar-
ketplace and arrested two ‘associates’ namely Baiju Sha 
and Rajesh Mahdo.

“The seized Calcium Carbide (CaC2) which is sus-
pected to have procured from Bhutan and the adulterated 
bananas is being sent to forensic lab for chemical analysis 
and obtaining expert opinion. In this connection a case 
has been registered at Dimapur east police station and fur-
ther investigation is on,” it informed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
Accusing the Nagaland 
government of  ‘breach-
ing’ its own assurance, the 
Eastern Nagaland College 
Students' Union (ENCSU) 
has ‘challenged’ the former 
as well as the department 
of  Higher Education to 
“come up with concrete 
reason” for their failure 
to disburse the academic 
scholarships. 

A statement from the 
ENCSU on Sun. reminded 
that the chief  secretary of  
Nagaland, in the presence 

of  the director of  Higher 
Education, Finance com-
missioner, Home commis-
sioner, and the chairman 
of  SIT, had on Dec. 7 2017 
assured to release the schol-
arships before Christmas. 

It wondered if  the as-
surance was simply a gov-
ernment manoeuvre to 
‘fool the Naga students.’ 
“...or its the department 
is (sic) trying to kill the ca-
reer of  its own children/
students.

“The ENCSU also de-
mand the government and 

the department of  Higher 
Education to come up 
with solution to its own 
creation problem (sic) im-
mediately and ask not to 
take advantage of  patience 
shown by thousand of  
Naga students,” the state-
ment read. 

It stated that the gov-
ernment’s failure was 
‘nothing but a big shame 
that reflects the system’ of  
the present government. 
The ENCSU queried how 
the state government was 
yet to receive the final in-

stalment from the central 
government when we are 
already into a new year. 

“The demand is not a 
new but the students are 
just asking for our rightful 
share that are credited to us 
by the central government. 
It is very sad that even the 
small amount means (sic) 
for students scholarship 
are misused and misman-
aged,” it stated.

The ENCSU warned 
that it was “on hand” to 
lock the gates of  the Di-
rectorate of  Higher Edu-

cation. “Since the govern-
ment and the department 
is so adamant with our 
demands (sic), we will cel-
ebrate New Year in very 
different way,” it stated 
while asserting that the 
union should not be held 
responsible for any situa-
tion during the course of  
protest/agitation.

To avoid any confron-
tation, it asked the gov-
ernment to release full 
scholarship immediately.  
“So, ENCSU appeal all 
the students to stay pre-

pared mentally and physi-
cally to fight for justice and 
rights”.

It also asked the Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT) to submit its report 
to the government imme-
diately and publish it in 
the newspapers. The SIT 
should submit an ‘impar-
tial report’, it stated while 
announcing that it would 
‘flash out the details of  
misused scholarship and 
the person involved’ in the 
event of  anyone trying to 
‘protect the wrongdoers’.   

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): The Rengma Stu-
dents’ Union and the Rengma Selo Zi have 
suggested to the Nagaland state government 
to deliver the ‘genuine demand’ of the Reng-
ma community to create a Tseminyu district 
before the state’s assembly elections. 

A joint statement from the two organisa-
tions on Sun. read: “With the announcement 
of the Nagaland State Assembly Elections ex-
pected anytime after which no decisions can 
be taken, the Rengma Students’ Union and 
Rengma Selo Zi appeal to the government 
to deliver the long awaited legitimate district 
demand of the Rengmas, failing which it will 
be deemed as negligence and discrimination 

on the part of the government”.
They appealed to the chief minister and 

his cabinet to immediately take up the matter 
for consideration on priority. “The RSZ and 
RSU, resting its faith and hope in the wisdom 
and capacity of the government pray that the 
government will deliver justice and due rec-
ognition which is far overdue. 

“The RSZ and RSU also regretfully cau-
tion that on failure of the government to do 
its part in due time, the RSZ and RSU will be 
compelled to use any form of agitation and 
expression of displeasure including resuming 
of 'the suspended bandh' for which the gov-
ernment will be held responsible,” it stated. 

New Delhi, Jan. 7 
(PTI): The electoral 
bonds mechanism is 
a substantial improve-
ment in transparency 
over the present system 
and the government is 
open to suggestions to 
further cleanse political 
funding, Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley said on 
Sunday.

In a Facebook post, 
Jaitley said the conven-
tional practice of fund-
ing the political system 
was to take donations 
as well as undertake ex-
penditures in cash.

The sources are 
anonymous or pseudon-
ymous. The quantum of  
money was never dis-
closed and the system 
ensures unclean money 
coming from unidentifi-
able sources.

"It is a wholly non-
transparent system. 
Most political groups 
seem fairly satisfied with 
the present arrangement 
and would not mind this 
status-quo to continue.

"The effort, there-
fore, is to run down 
any alternative system 
which is devised to 
cleanse up the political 
funding mechanism," 
Jaitley said.

The finance min-
ister had last week an-
nounced the contours of  

New Delhi/Mumbai, Jan. 7 
(IANS): Various press bodies 
including the Press Club of  In-
dia, the Editors Guild, Indian 
Women's Press Corps, Press As-
sociation and the Mumbai Press 
Club on Sunday condemned 
the lodging of  FIR against The 
Tribune reporter who exposed 
vulnerability of  the Aadhaar 
data.

The press clubs and jour-
nalists' associations dubbed 
the FIR as "a direct attack on 
the freedom of  the press" and 
demanded an immediate with-
drawal of  the case.

"The Press Club of  India, 
Indian Women's Press Corps 

(IWPC) and Press Associa-
tion express their strong objec-
tion and condemnation at the 
registration of  a FIR against a 
reporter of  The Tribune by an 
officer of  the Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of  India for 
writing a story exposing alleged 
loopholes in the system," a joint 
statement by the three bodies 
said. 

After a January 3 news re-
port by The Tribune newspaper 
over breach in Aadhaar data 
with a headline "Rs 500, 10 
minutes, and you have access 
to billion Aadhaar details", the 
UIDAI has registered an FIR 
against the newspaper and re-

porter Rachna Khaira.
The FIR, lodged with the 

Cyber Cell of  the Crime Branch, 
invokes serious charges under 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), IT 
Act and Aadhaar Act. 

The UIDAI on January 4 
said its search facility for griev-
ance redressal may have been 
"misused" but denied any 
breach or leak of  Aadhaar data.

"If  there is no breach, what is 
the offence they have supposed 
to have committed? Rather than 
addressing the loopholes which 
would actually ensure safety 
and security of  the data and al-
lay the general concerns about 
this, the UIDAI has chosen to 

persecute those whose actions 
appear to have been only in pub-
lic interest, that is, drawing at-
tention to the possibility of  data 
insecurity before someone with 
ulterior motives is able to exploit 
them," the statement said.

"We find the UIDAI's move 
extremely intimidatory, obstruc-
tionist and inimical to the pur-
suit of  free, fair and independ-
ent journalism. We demand that 
the complaint and the proceed-
ings related to it should be with-
drawn forthwith," it said.

The Editors Guild of  India, 
in a separate statement, said 
that is "deeply concerned" over 
reports that UIDAI had regis-

tered an FIR against the report-
er of  The Tribune who has been 
booked under IPC sections 419 
(cheating under impersonation), 
420 (cheating), 468 (forgery), 
471 (using a forged document) 
and also under sections of  the 
IT Act and the Aadhar Act.

"The Guild condemns UID-
AI's action to have the Tribune 
reporter booked by police as it 
is clearly meant to browbeat a 
journalist whose investigation 
on the matter was of  great pub-
lic interest. It is unfair, unjusti-
fied and a direct attack on the 
freedom of  the press," it said, 
demanding withdrawal of  the 
police case and an "impartial in-

vestigation" into the matter.
The Mumbai Press Club too 

condemned the "unilateral ac-
tion of  the UIDAI for lodging 
an FIR" and underlined that the 
action "will be treated as noth-
ing short of  an attack on the 
privileges and rights of  a free 
press". 

It also advised the "admin-
istration" to avoid a "clash with 
the Fourth Estate".

"Mumbai Press Club de-
mands an impartial inquiry on 
the Aadhaar data sale and take 
action against those involved in 
the data breach instead of  tak-
ing action against the journalist 
who exposed it," it said.

The opportunity is often 
lost by deliberating. 

~ Publilius Syrus

Listen up! I didn't vote for you 
last time because you didn't give 
money. Now I'm voting for you 
because you are not giving... So 

be careful teh. 

~ Arien
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Scholarship

KIPHIRE VIOLENCE

The Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) has 
announced that the celebration 
of Naga Day on Jan. 10 next 
at Khuochiezie (Kohima local 
ground) will be streamed live on 
YouTube. 
“FNR has engaged HighLand 
Dawn Media to Live Stream the 
Naga Day on January 10, 2018,” 
a statement from the forum 
informed on Sunday. The event 
can be watched here: https://www.
youtube.com/user/HiDawnMedia.

the electoral bonds, which 
will be sold by country's lat-
est lender SBI and will have 
a tenure of just 15 days.

The bonds are being 
pitched as an alternative to 
cash donations made to po-
litical parties.

Jaitley said the choice 
has now to be "conscious-
ly" made between the exist-
ing system of substantial 
cash donations involving 
unclean money and other 
transparent options like 
cheque, online transactions 
or electoral bonds.

"While all three meth-
ods involve clean money, 
the first two are totally 
transparent and the elec-
toral bonds scheme is a 
substantial improvement 
in transparency over the 
present system of no-trans-
parency," he said.

"The government is 
willing to consider all sug-
gestions to further strength-
en the cleansing of political 
funding in India. It has to 
be borne in mind that im-
practical suggestions will 
not improve the cash de-
nominated system. They 
would only consolidate it," 
Jaitley wrote.

He said India, despite 
being the largest democracy 
in the world, has not been 
able to evolve a transparent 
political funding system in 
the last seven decades.

"The round the year 
functioning of the politi-
cal parties involves a large 
expenditure... These expen-
ditures run into hundreds 
of crores. Yet there has not 
been a transparent funding 
mechanism of the political 
system," he said.



Pungro gets SDEO and SDAO offices 

Wensoi village gets 
solar streetlights

National integration camp 
underway at Patkai college 

Saptiqa students’ biennial conference

Wokha’s 
ANTA notes 
illegal fare 
during festive 
season 
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As a part of ‘Roti bank,’ a mega international twinning project, the Leo Club of Dimapur led by 
chairman, Vishal Ajmera and president, Sital Sethi distributed eatable items to the underprivileged, 
physically challenged and needy people of Dimapur. 

Members of Hazi Park Businessmen Welfare Committee led by its president Hukato V Achumi giving 
away relief materials to the Dec. 29 fire victims at Burma Camp Bazaar on Jan.  4.

Excel School of Music, Medziphema, a full-fledged government registered music school was 
inaugurated on Sat. by KD Vizo ITS, commissioner & secretary Information Technology and 
Communication, additional charge of Power dept. The music school was said to have initiated by the 
chairman of the institute, Khriephreo Vimerha.

ABAM Executive Secretary Rev. Dr .Mar Atsongchanger unveiling the golden jubilee memorial hall 
monolith of Ao Baptist Church Diphupar in Dimapur.  Also seen is Ao Baptist Church Diphupar Pastor 
N Lipok Jamir. 

Picto speaking at the 26th biennial conference of the SATU  in Usutomi village on Jan. 5.

T Torechu and officials of the Agriculture department during the inauguration of the SDAO at Pungro 
town on Jan 4.

Assam Rifles personnel and village functionaries during the 
distribution of solar street lights in Wensoi village of Tuensang 
district.

A section of cadets at the ongoing special national integration camp 
at Patkai Christian Colllege in Dimapur.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
Advisor for Evaluation, 
National Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NRLM), T Tore-
chu inaugurated  the offices 
of   the sub-division educa-
tion officer (SDEO) and  
sub-division agriculture 
officer (SDAO)  at Pungro 

town on Jan. 4.
Speaking at the inau-

gural programme that was 
conducted at the public 
ground in the town, the 
legislator is stated to have 
challenged the commu-
nity to march forward and 
compete in every develop-

mental activity especially in 
educational sector. This was 
contained in a press release 
that was issued to the media 
on Sun. 

Torechu urged the de-
partment to render their 
service with utmost sincer-
ity, commitment and dedi-

From gold toward diamond

Opening a new note

Roti bank

Good Samaritan 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.6 5.6 4 61 NIL

ZBT 9.6 3.7 7.8 95 NIL

MON 20 10 7 77 NIL

TUENSANG 15 11.2 14.4 79 NIL

MKG 16.4 10.4 12.5 82 NIL

PHEK 15 5 5.3 92 Nil

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.6 3 6.5 61 Nil

JALUKIE - - - - -

MANGKOLEMBA 21.4 12.4 11.9 73 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

cation. This is to produce 
quality education ‘as educa-
tion is an essential develop-
ment of  human values,’ 
according to the updates.

According to the up-
dates the advisor is also 
said to have encouraged 
staff  and officials of  the 
SDAO of  Pungro and the 
public to ‘improve’ organic 
farming. They have been 
encouraged to use impro-
vised seed methods to gen-
erate income and surplus 
production. 

“It was a turning point 
and beneficial for the peo-
ple of  Pungro sub-division 
as the long felt need was 
fulfilled,” he was quoted as 
having said.

Further, the government 
advisor said that the inaugu-
ration of  the SDEO and 
SDAO office was the ‘fruit 
of  development and good 
sign of  the government 
performance, to promote 
socio-economic develop-
ment of the region.’ 

The advisor expressed 
gratitude to the government 

and the department for the 
new office. He expressed 
confidence in the services 
rendering their contribution 
to the welfare of  the needy.

Also, speaking during 
the occasion was the SDEO 
of  Pungro Limhathung 
Odyuo. The updates stated 
that he advised the peo-
ple to do their duties ‘with 
more responsibility for the 
welfare of  the public.’ The 
officer urged them to coop-
erate with the department, 
the press release stated. 

Likewise, the joint di-
rector of  the Agriculture 
department L Butang in-
formed that the government 
had been initiating ‘a lot’ 
of  developmental activities 
in the rural areas. There-
fore, he asked the public to 
cooperate for the uplift of  
economy in the areas.  

Parish Priest of  St. 
Paul at Pungro Rev. Fr. 
Sajimon and the pastor of  
Pungro village’s Baptist 
church Rikhum dedicated 
the SDEO and SDAO office 
respectively. 

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The Shamatore battalion of  
the Assam Rifles has gifted 
two solar street light sets to 
the village community of  
Wensoi village in Tuensang 
district on Dec. 20.

The distribution was 
part of  the Assam Rifles’ 

Civic Action Programme 
for 2017-18. It aims to aug-
ment basic necessities in the 
remote areas. The ceremo-
ny was attended by village 
leaders and elders, mem-
bers of  the village council, 
among others, the press 
release informed.

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
A ‘special national integra-
tion’ camp for the north-
eastern region got under-
way on Jan. 4 at Patkai 
Christian College at Chu-
mukedima in Dimapur.

600 National Cadets 
Corps (NCC) from 17 direc-
torates across the country, 
including 110 cadets from 
the north-eastern region, 
are attending the camp, 
updates in a press release 
informed on Sun. The PRO 
(defence) issued the press 
release.  

The commander of the 
NCC at Kohima Brig. S 
S Dhankhar, who is also 
the camp’s commandant, 
along with eighteen associ-
ated NCC officers and 52 
instruction staffers from all 
the states and union territo-
ries are also attending the 
camp, the release informed.

According to the press 
release, Dhankhar em-
phasised on discipline and 
‘good manners’ which he 
said cadets need to follow. 
He described the period in 
the organisation as a ‘nurs-

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The 26th biennial confer-
ence of  the Saptiqa Area 
Students’ Union (SATU) 
was held at Usutomi lo-
cal ground during January 
4-7. The programme was 
conducted with the theme 
“orienting success.”

Addressing the students 
on Jan. 5 as chief  guest of  
the event, parliamentary 
secretary of justice and law 
Picto Shohe said “orient-
ing success” meant ‘getting 
conversant with success’ and 
to keep improvising it ‘ac-
cording to the changes tak-
ing place in the competitive 
era,’ a press release from the 
organisers informed on Sun.

Calling the students the 
leaders of  tomorrow, Picto 

was stated to have encour-
aged them to keep striving 
for success and be a source 
of inspiration for the young-
er generation.

“There are many for-
mulas for success but most 
of them are not sustainable 
and therefore the only strong 
proof formula for success is 
to find God Almighty,” he 
said. Picto urged the stu-
dents to also be strongly 
rooted in the word of God, 
be with him and walk with 
him.

Pointing out that a stu-
dent’s life was ‘difficult,’ 
he advised them to accept 
difficulties accordingly and 
give due importance to every 
phase of their life rather than 
ignoring it.

Also, the politician in-
formed that a project to 
construct six bridges un-
der Atoizu area was being 
planned; most of them were 
already under construction. 
Two major roads in the area 
are also said to have been 
under construction. 

The president of  the 
Satu Atopu Achumi deliv-
ered the welcome address. 
The president of  the GBs 
association of Saptiqa area 
exhorted the gathering. 

During the programme 
various cultural performanc-
es were given by members of  
Shena Old Students’ Union, 
Usutomi Students’ Union, 
Saptiqa Students’ Union, 
and Shena New Students’ 
Union.

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The Wokha unit of  the All 
Nagaland Taxi Association 
(ANTA) has expressed con-
cern after receiving an input 
that some taxi drivers were 
charging commuters extra 
fares by taking advantages 
of  the season. 

A press note from the 
unit officials on Sat. urged 
its members to refrain from 
the illegal activity immedi-
ately. The organisation has 
warned that stern action 
would be initiated against 
the lawbreakers. 

The association has 
requested commuters to 
report their grievances to 
the unit’s officials instead of  
spreading ‘wild allegations’ 
in the social media. 

On may contact the 
A N TA  o f  Wo k h a  b y 
contacting the numbers 
7005428175, 9856848356, 
or 9436810226.

ery for grooming leaders of  
tomorrow.’ 

The commandant in-
formed that ‘national spirit 
and unity’ would be ‘dem-
onstrated’ through games 
and sports, debates, lectures 
and cultural programmes. 

Dhnakhar also said that 
such events keep the nation 
united, particularly by the 
young when representing 
India. 

The objective of  the 
camp is to ‘synthesis di-
verse youth and culture into 
a unified whole in order 
to achieve harmony, com-
mon identity and national 
consciousness,’ the updates 
informed. The camp aspires 
to ‘assimilate the entire 
youths into a common iden-
tity,’ the press release stated.

The press release elabo-
rated that the NCC owes 
its popularity among the 
youths primarily for its as-
sociation with the ethos 
of  the armed forces. All 
training programmes in 
the NCC are conducted in 
a military environment to 
help the cadets inculcate the 
‘finer qualities’ of  military 
heritage. 

It helps in developing 
discipline and ability to 
work hard, which gives 
them a sense of  purpose 
and helps them overcome 
the trails, tribulations and 
complexities of  their ado-
lescent years, the updates 
asserted. 

The minister for Youth 
Resources and Sports is ex-
pected to address the cadets 
on Jan. 12, the press release 
added.
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R Tohanba and officials from the district administration and public leaders after inaugurating the urban 
station at Chessore town.

Mokokchung to host crusade for youths 

Manipur police land huge WIY drug cache Autonomous state in Assam: 
Group questions Rijiju’s reply

Cold wave 
hits Manipur 

hard  

Urban station inaugurated in Chessore town
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
Five ministries in Mokokchung 
will be organizing a five-day event 
called the Mokokchung Town 
Youth Spiritual Festival with the 
theme “Focus” at the Imkong-
meren Sports Complex from Jan. 
10.  This was informed during a 
press conference by the organizers 
at the Youth Alive Ministry office 
on Sun.

The convener of  the organ-
izing committee Manen Jamir, 
director for Cross Road Ministry; 
Jongpongmar Longchar, direc-

tor of  Youth Alive Ministry; and 
Talinungsang Pongen, member 
informed that the focus of  the cru-
sade was to bring the youths to the 
Lord as the general elections for 
Nagaland was getting closer.

They said that the biggest fear 
was corrupt election practices at-
tracting and influencing youths 
to indulge in harmful activities 
besides engaging in activities in-
volving ‘money’ and intoxications 
etc., during such times.

Judging by the previous year’s 
success of  a spiritual festival, con-
vener Jamir was convinced that 

the youths were thirsty and hun-
gry for a spiritual awakening. ‘It 
would be the biggest youth spir-
itual festival and believed that this 
youth festival will enlighten the 
youths spiritually.’

Supplementing the convener, 
Longchar added that the previ-
ous year’s seven-day youth revival 
witnessed ‘overwhelming trans-
formation’ among the youths; the 
organizer had to even shift the 
venue from Cosmos Hall to the 
town hall to accommodate more 
youths.

The Mokokchung Town 

Youth Spiritual Festival will be 
conducted during Jan. 10 -14 
will start from 5:00 pm. The 
main speakers of  the event will 
be Among Lemtur, a missionary 
from Nepal; Lima Imsong, a mis-
sionary from Arunachal Pradesh; 
and Temsuwati, association pas-
tor of  the MTBA. 

The festival is organized by 
Youth Alive Ministry, Cross 
Road Christian Ministry, Christ 
Church, Lydia Ministry, and 
Amazing Grace Ministry. The 
sound system for the event has 
been sponsored by Zip Sound.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 7 (EMN): In one of  the 
biggest drug hauls in Manipur, the 
state’s police have seized a huge cache 
of  WY (World is Yours) tablets and 
heroin worth more than INR three 
crore in the international market. The 
drugs were confiscated from a truck 
that was reported to have been car-
rying sand in Imphal, reports said on 
Sun.

The incident occurred when a 
team of Manipur police based on an 
input stopped and checked a sand-
laden truck (AS-01CC/2349) near the 
gate of  NG College in Imphal under 
Lamphel police station around noon 
on Sat., sources said. The truck report-
edly came from Moreh, a border town 
about 110 km south of  Imphal.

The contraband tablets num-
bered around 72,000 while the heroin 
weighted around 286 grams, the re-
ports said. They were said to have 
been found packed in different plastic 
packets and hidden under the sand, it 
added. The total worth of  the seized 

contraband drugs is estimated to be 
more than INR three crore in the in-
ternational market, according to po-
lice sources.

On Jan. 1, the narcotics cell of  Ma-
nipur police attached with the Imphal 
east district police seized heroin in the 
form of a cake worth about INR 42 
lakh during a frisking and checking 
operation, according to police. 

The white ‘cake’ of  heroin weigh-
ing around 350 gram was seized from 
one Wilson Keishing (47) of  Sailent 
village under Laikoiching in Senapati 
district around 6.30 pm on the first day 
of  2018, police said.

On Dec. 31 2017, Assam Rifles 
troops seized 95 WY tablets, 9.5 gram 
of heroin, and various other items 
used for packing, injecting and smok-
ing drugs; and Rs 38,150 in cash. They 
were seized from the possession of  one 
Sonia (22) wife of  a Md Alloc, alleged 
kingpin in running the illegal business 
during an operation along with a team 
of Thoubal commandos in Sangaiy-
umpham area, sources had said.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Jan. 7 (EMN):  A 
group called the Hills Pro-
gressive Youth Association 
(HPYA) has criticized a re-
ported statement of  Union 
Home minister for state Kiran 
Rijiju over the question of  
creating autonomous states in 
Assam.

In the press release issued 
on Jan. 7 by the HPYA, the 
group referred to a reported re-
ply given by Rijiju to a question 
raised by Biwajit Daimary, Ra-
jya Sabha member, regarding 
constitutional provisions under 
Article 244 (A) for creation of  
an autonomous state within 
Assam. 

The HPYA has criticized 
the statement of  Rijiju by say-
ing that ‘creation of  state in 
Assam has no agenda with the 

central government.’
The HPYA requested the 

union government to ‘with-
draw’ the reply of  Rijiju and 
‘review’ the matter. The or-
ganisation urged Chief  Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal and 
Health and Education Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma also to 
‘make clear their stand’ to the 
people of  Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasao on the issue of  an 
autonomous state. 

The group has appealed 
to the government and social 
organisations of  Assam not to 
‘play anti-hill people’s senti-
ment’ and urged students and 
youths of  the three hill districts 
of  the state to maintain peace.

The press release was is-
sued by the group’s president 
Enjoy Tisso and Publicity Sec-
retary Mindar Teron.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
Manipur has started to ex-
perience a cold wave with 
the mercury plunging to 
4.4 degree Celsius in Im-
phal on Sun., according to  
the Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Guwahati.

Residents in Imphal 
have been  feeling chilly 
winds for the past two 
days. The maximum tem-
perature recorded was 21.7 
degrees, sources in the 
ICAR said. The minimum 
temperature in the state 
particularly in Imphal, 
which has been hovering 
around 8-7 degree Celsius 
since Jan. 4, has gradually 
gone down since Fri. (7.3) 
and Sat. (6.4).

Severe cold wave con-
ditions also prevailed in 
the hill district headquar-
ters particularly in Ukhrul 
and Senapati district 
headquarters for the past 
three-four days. With the 
sudden fall in tempera-
ture, the use of  charcoal is 
said to be on the rise, ac-
cording to charcoal trad-
ers in the state.

Meanwhile a mild 
earthquake of  magnitude 
5.6 on the richter scale 
rocked the entire state of  
Manipur and parts of   the 
Northeast region on Sun.

However there was no 
report of  any damage or 
human casualty during the 
day’s tremor which was re-
ported at around 12.17pm.

 “We’re having a tra-
ditional community feast 
when the earthquake oc-
curred in the state,” said 
a resident of  Singjamei 
Chirom Leikai locality in 
Manipur’s Imphal West 
district. “But we’re not 
aware of  the damage or 
casualty because of  it.”

The epicentre of  the 
earthquake was located 
about 98 km east of  the 
Manipur University seis-
mological observatory and 
7 km south east of  Yele vil-
lage under Hkamti district 
in neighbouring Myan-
mar’s Saigang division lo-
cated  on the eastern bank 
of  Chinwin river, Myan-
mar, according to Princi-
pal Investigator Prof  Arun 
Kumar of  seismological 
observatory, department 
of  earth science, Manipur 
University. The depth of  
the earthquake is estimat-
ed about 20km.

Manipur was hit by a 
powerful 6.7 magnitude 
earthquake on January 
4, 2016 and killed at least 
eight persons injuring 
more than 50 other be-
sides damaging more than 
500 buildings and struc-
tures across  the state of  
Manipur. 

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The advisor for Labour & 
Employment, Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneur-
ship R Tohanba has inau-
gurated an urban station at 
Chessore town on Jan. 5, 
updates on Sun. informed.

Addressing a public 
gathering after the inaugu-
ration, Tohanba said that 
the urban stations were 
declared in 2016 in accord-
ance with section-5 of  the 
Nagaland Municipal Act 
of  2001.

With the inauguration 
of  urban station, the politi-
cians was quoted as having 
said, citizens of  Chessore 
town now have the opportu-
nity to ‘run their own town 
in terms of  development of  
trade and business, town 
management and sanita-
tion.’ He said that the urban 

station was a novel experi-
ment about ‘how the citi-
zens can run and manage 
their own towns with the 
supervision and guidance 
of  district administration.’

Although members of  
the urban bodies would be 
nominated and not elected, 
Tohanba said, their respon-
sibilities would be in a way 
similar to that of  elected 
members of  town councils 
‘as they have to formulate 
rules and regulations on 
business and trade license, 
sanitation and other devel-
opmental aspects.’ He ex-
pressed optimism that the 
urban stations would go a 
long way in fulfilling the as-
pirations for urban facilities 
of  citizens living in smaller 
towns in Nagaland.

The extra assistant 
commissioner (EAC) of  

Shamator Limakhumla 
Pongener said that the ur-
ban stations would take 
care of  the developmen-
tal aspects of  towns with 
a population ranging in 
1,000 to 5,000. She said 
that the stations would be 
headed by an sub division 
officer (civil) in the re-
spective town as chairper-
son; nominated members 
would include public lead-
ers, elders and others.

The EAC also in-
formed that earlier, the 
government of  Nagaland 
had issued a notification 
dated Aug. 17 2016 as per 
section-5 of  the Nagaland 
Municipal Act of  2001 de-
claring Tzudikong, Chu-
chuyimlang, Athibung, 
Yisemong and Chessore, 
as urban station commit-
tee areas.

D-4944

“Happy Diamond Anniversary”
~ From your loving children, inlaws, grand children and great grand child

n this auspicious day, we would like to thank our Almighty God and congratulate you for 
completing 60 happy years together. Here is wishing you both love, health and togetherness for 

years to come. And today, as your marriage turn 60, we pray that you walk together till eternity. 

Mr. C.Y Kithan & Mrs. Kisuiyile Kithan
1958 8th Jan. | 2018 8th Jan.

D-4945

KHUOCHIEZIE
(Kohima Local Ground)

THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIATION (FNR) WELCOMES YOU TO THE

F O R  T H E  H E A L I N G ,  F O R G I V E N E S S
AND BUILDING OF THE NAGA FUTURE!

10.01.2018
10.00 AM

HIGHLIGHTS
Messages by Niketu Iralu, Rev. Dr. Wati Aier and Naga women and men 
from the Naga homeland

Naga Colors presented by musicians from the Naga homeland such as 
Naga Choir, Featherheads Group, Nagagenous, Angam Khong, Alobo 
Naga, Nagaland Chamber Choir, Tali Angh, Dreamz Unlimited and many 
more ….!
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 BJP President Amit Shah along with party leaders being garlanded at an election rally in Ambasa, Tripura 
on Sunday.

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1697SUD0KU 1537
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

Across
 1 Nickname for Alexander
 6 + or -
 10 Bunny’s tail
 14 “___ Gold” (Fonda film)
 15 Asian inland sea
 16 Bear in the sky
 17 Day openers, poetically
 18 “Beloved” author Morrison
 19 Hive dwellers
 20 Vacation spot
 22 Buck features
 24 “The Magic Flute” composer
 26 Threat finale
 27 Hurt
 29 Central courtyards
 31 Med. drips
 32 Inauguration declaration
 34 In regard to
 38 Accountant’s concern
 41 Sneeze inducer
 43 Alarming felony?
 44 Truncated preposition
 46 Brewery product
 47 Song-and-dance show
 49 Chatters
 52 Abstruse
 55 “The Spectator” essayist
 57 Spray alternatives
 59 They go along
 62 Sacred Egyptian bird
 63 Pugs and pekes
 65 Sharpshooter Oakley
 66 Accomplished
 67 E in QED
 68 Biblical song
 69 Blues singer James
 70 Grown-up elvers
 71 Hungarian-born conductor
 
Down
 1 Addition problems
 2 Beauty-cream additive
 3 Potters
 4 Muppets creator Jim

 5 Legislative ordinance
 6 Etonian’s dad
 7 Spanish gold
 8 Sweater girl Turner
 9 Romance novelist ___ 

Glyn
 10 Rent from a renter
 11 Fishing basket
 12 Addicts
 13 Cup, in Cannes
 21 Carpentry grooves
 23 Court event

 25 Do lacework
 27 ___ colada
 28 Allege as fact
 30 “___ she blows!”
 33 Westernmost Aleutian
 35 Brotherly
 36 Eye amorously
 37 Bread and whisky
 39 1942 U.S. victory site
 40 Bridge bid, briefly
 42 Bounds along easily
 45 Fathers and sons

 48 Buyer
 50 Summaries
 51 King of Naples in “The 

Tempest”
 52 Take for ___
 53 Futuristic servant
 54 Dirty Harry portrayer
 56 Dry runs
 58 Achy
 60 Fight like a knight
 61 Half prefix
 64 “For Me and My ___”
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Many Tripura ministers corrupt; 
will be sent to jail — Shah 

Centre announces tourism 
package in poll-bound Meghalaya

China’s Arunachal transgression not planned— Report

Sonowal asks ASEAN countries & NRIs to invest in Assam 

NE states urged to speed up implementing central schemes 

Mamata remarks on NRC unwanted, 
not based on facts— Congress 

Udaipur (Tripura), Jan. 7 (PTI): 
BJP president Amit Shah today 
alleged that many Tripura min-
isters were directly involved in 
chit fund scams and added that 
they would be sent to jail if  the 
saffron party wrested power from 
the CPI(M) in the upcoming As-
sembly polls.

Addressing a public rally 
here, Shah said the BJP had de-
manded a CBI inquiry into the 
Rose Valley chit fund scam in the 
north-eastern state and alleged 
that the Left Front government 
did not order a probe to protect 
their own interest.

“The BJP will form the next 
government here and within a 
month of that, we will identify 
those involved in the chit fund 
scams and corruption. I am sure 
many ministers are involved in 
the chit fund scams and they will 
be sent to jail,” he added.

The BJP chief  is on a visit 
to Tripura, where the Assembly 
polls are due as the term of the 
current House is scheduled to 
come to an end on March 6.

Shah warned the ruling 
CPI(M) that any attempt by 
them to trigger violence in the 
run-up to the polls would not 

Shillong, Jan. 7 (IANS): With Assem-
bly elections in Meghalaya likely to be 
announced this week, Union Tourism 
Minister K.J. Alphons on Sunday an-
nounced a tourism package of Rs 70 
crore to develop religious and spiritual 
circuits in the state.

Denying that the announcement 
was aimed at wooing voters, especially 
the Christian community, he accused 
the Congress government of obstruct-
ing the Central government from 
implementing an inclusive project to 
bring about religious harmony in the 
state. The ninth Meghalaya Assembly 
comprising 60 members was consti-
tuted on March 1, 2013 and its term 
expires on March 6.

The Ministry had sanctioned Rs 
61.38 crore for illumination, landscap-
ing, construction of parking lots and 
toilets amongst other infrastructure in 
37 churches.

Another Rs 8.61 crore will be given 
out for similar projects for 11 other 
religious groups including temples, 
mosques and important sites of the in-
digenous believers of the Khasi Jaintia 
and Garo.

Prominent places of  worship se-
lected include Catholic’s Cathedral 
church at Laitumkhrah, Jaiaw Presby-
terian Church here, Balupada Baptist 
convention centre, Laban glass mosque 
and Gurudwara Sahib, Nartiang Du-
rga temple and Nartiang monoliths.

Expressing surprise at the govern-
ment refusing to send its official to a 
meeting held in New Delhi on Friday 
to discuss how to create infrastructure 
for religious tourism, Alphons said: 
“We have no answers why the state 
government is against this project? 
“Perhaps the Chief  Minister has in-
structed the officers not to turn up. Is 
it that they do not want the project 
because they may not be able to swal-
low the money since a Central agency 
would do the project?

“Such is the mindset of the Con-
gress government in Meghalaya. How-
ever, we are going ahead with the 
project and we have already sanctioned 
it. We cannot wait for Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma,” the Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader said.

Stressing that the Central govern-
ment wanted to develop religious 
tourism by creating infrastructure at 
different places of  worship, Alphons 
said about 1.6 billion trips have been 
made to various religious places within 
the country by Indians in 2017.

Asked if the tourism package could 
change the hearts of the Christian com-
munity as the BJP had as been labelled 
“anti-minority”, Alphons denied this.

“Before 2014 it was said that 
churches would be burnt once the BJP 
comes to power, but there has not been 
a single incident in the last three years,” 
he said.

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (IANS): The recent 
Chinese intrusion into Arunachal Pradesh 
was an “inadvertent border crosswalk” by 
some labourers and did not involve Chi-
nese troops, according to a report by the 
National Security Council, an apex body 
that advises the Prime Minister on security-
related issues.

According to highly placed sources, 
the report said the group was tasked with 
construction work and was unaware they 
were on Indian territory before they were 
confronted by the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP). It added the group had no 
involvement with the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army. 

The area where the intrusion occurred 
is in Bishing of Upper Siang district, along 
the Line of  Actual Control (LAC) and 
the two countries do not have a agreed 
border in this area. Given the mountain 
terrain and winding topography, the road 
construction group entered the Indian side 

where they built a track more than 600 
meters long.

The report that analysed the incident 
that took place around December 26 said 
the intrusion was not planned. When the 
road building party was confronted by 
the ITBP, they left the equipment and ran 
away.

China has approached the Indian 
side and requested that the equipment 
be returned, which includes a JCB and a 
water tanker.

Sources said the Indian side was likely 
to return the equipment whenever the 
next meeting at the border was held. India 
and China share a 4,000-km boundary 
and except for a small portion of  bound-
ary in the middle, the borders have not 
been settled.

In the east, China claims India’s 
Arunachal Pradesh as its own while New 
Delhi lays claims to Aksai Chin in the west 
now with Beijing.

Both Defence and Home ministries 
have on several occasions called the lack 
of  a fixed boundary the reason behind 
incidents of  transgression by Chinese 
troops.

The incident had raised concerns 
similar to what happened along the India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction in Doklam 
where China tried to build a road in terri-
tory claimed by Bhutan, and was stopped 
by India, resulting in a 73-day stand-off.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
admitted the stand-off put a “severe” strain 
on bilateral ties.

In December, Indian National Secu-
rity Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese State 
Councillor and Communist Party of China 
leader Yang Jiechi held the 20th Meeting of  
Special Representatives of India and China 
on border issues.

The two sides called the talks “positive 
and focused” and agreed to seek “mutually 
acceptable resolutions of their differences.

Singapore, Jan. 7 (PTI): As-
sam Chief  Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal today asked 
ASEAN countries and NRIs 
to explore investment oppor-
tunities in his state and join its 
development process by set-
ting up industries there.

Addressing the ‘Pravasi 
Bhartiya Divas’ here, Sonowal 
said the Assam government 
has been putting great em-
phasis on creating a busi-
ness-friendly environment 
and bringing investments to 
the state.

“Assam has very fertile 
land, abundant rainfall and 
produces significant quantity 
of  fruits and spices. Assam 
has a tremendous potential for 
agro processing industry,” he 
said in the presence of  Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj.

Sonowal said the state 
ranks 3rd amongst the raw silk 
producing states in India and 

has the highest concentration 
of  bamboo resources.

The chief  minister said As-
sam Tea is famous throughout 
the world and the state has 
around 850 tea gardens and 
1,30,000 small tea growers.

“You will be amazed to 
know that there are 20 golf  
courses and heritage clubs 
embedded in the scenic tea 
gardens.

The Petroleum industry 
in India started at Digboi in 
Assam and we have today 
four refineries and significant 
petroleum as well as natural 
gas reserves,” he said.

Sonowal also highlighted 
Assam’s 20 million people in 
the working age group who 
can herald a new era for youth 
led development.

“The state has a large pool 
of  skilled workforce, adept 
in IT, English language and 
communication skills. Assam 
intends to make over 1 mil-

lion people job ready with 
advanced skills,” he said.

Referring to the forthcom-
ing Republic Day which will 
be attended by heads of  10 
ASEAN countries, the chief  
minister said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has put In-
dia’s Northeast at the heart of  
‘Act East Policy’.

“We have been inspired 
by his visionary leadership 
and have stepped up our ef-
forts in increasing interac-
tion with ASEAN countries 
with the support of  our Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj,” he said.

Sonowal said Assam and 
the Northeast are close to 
ASEAN nations and the re-
gion had land borders with 
Myanmar.

“Many of  ASEAN capitals 
are within 2,000 kilometre fly-
ing distance from Guwahati 
which is comparable to flying 
distance of  Guwahati to many 

Indian cities. We are keen to 
start flights between Guwahati 
and ASEAN capitals.

 There is a motorable road 
link, the ASEAN trilateral 
highway connecting North 
East and ASEAN. The Gov-
ernment of  India is working 
to improve this land route,” 
he said.

The chief  minister high-
lighted Assam’s strong histori-
cal and cultural relations with 
South East Asia saying Chou-
lung Sukapha, the founder 
of  the Ahom dynasty, which 
ruled Assam for 600 years, 
came to Assam from South 
East Asia in the 13th century 
and laid the foundation of  
modern day Assam.

Sonowal also invited the 
industrialists and NRIs from 
the South East Asian nations 
to participate in the global 
investors summit ‘Advantage 
Assam’ to be held in Guwa-
hati on February 3-4.

Shillong, Jan. 7 (PTI): Union Minister Radha 
Mohan Singh has urged the North Eastern states to 
accelerate implementing schemes for farmers where 
the Centre is providing 90 per cent funds to help 
double their income by 2022.

The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare lambasted the Meghalaya government 
which has allegedly failed to implement the schemes 
properly and did not submit Utilisation Certificates 
in Central programmes. “Ninety per cent assistance 
is being given to North-East states and they, includ-
ing Meghalaya, should accelerate implementation 
of these schemes,” Singh said addressing a farmers’ 
fair at Umiam near here yesterday.

He said the government has initiated various 
programmes for the welfare of the people living in 
rural areas, especially the farmers, by improving the 
current farming process and thereby doubling their 
income from agriculture and allied sectors by 2022.

“The state governments should act to ensure 
that employment generation in farming sector is 
continued to retain the youth in agriculture,” he said.

On Meghalaya, Singh said the state government 

should utilise the amount allocated under Pradhan 
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana. “The state has 
failed to spend the funds amounting to over Rs 50 
lakh allotted for micro-irrigation under Per Drop 
More Crop scheme and was lying unused for four 
years,” he alleged.

During 2015-16, Rs 1.44 crore was given to Meg-
halaya for water management and water harvesting 
and the government could not spend the amount in 
that year, he claimed. In the following year, the state 
was unable to spend Rs 32 lakh and for 2017-18, the 
state has Rs 2.2 crore and expenditure report has 
not been submitted to the Centre, the minister said.

During 2015-17, he said, Rs 44 lakh was allo-
cated to the state for Soil Health Card and 2.09 lakh 
Cards have been distributed. This year another Rs 
53 lakh has been allocated.

Expressing regret, the union minister said ex-
penditure certificate of the Rs 1.59 crore allocated 
under Mission Organic during 2016-17 was yet to 
be submitted.

Funds allocated under Oilseeds and Oil Palm 
Mission for 2014-16 was lying unutilised, he said.

Guwahati, Jan. 7 (PTI): The 
opposition Congress today 
condemned West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
recent remarks on updating 
National Register of  Citizens 
(NRC), saying it was “un-
wanted, immature and not 
based on facts”.

Banerjee had on Wednes-
day accused the BJP-led cen-
tral government of  hatching a 
conspiracy to drive out Benga-
lis from Assam by “excluding” 
their names from the first draft 
of  the NRC.

“We do not know why Ma-
mate Banerjee made that state-
ment. Congress do not support 
it and we condemn it. It is 
unwanted, immature and was 
not based on facts,” Assam 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
President Ripun Bora said at a 
press meet here.

Till the final list of  NRC 
is published, nobody should 
make such statements,  he 
added.

“Such statements only pro-
voke people, but do not help 
anyone. NRC is for genuine 
Indian citizens. Where is the 
question of  Bengali or Bihari? 
How can someone throw Ben-
galis out of  Assam? I think, 
she (Banerjee) was not prop-
erly briefed,” Bora said.

He said that the Congress 
will keep a close watch so that 
no genuine Indian citizen is 
left out and no foreigner is in-
cluded in the final NRC.

“If  any genuine Indian 
citizen is not included in the 
NRC, Congress will take all 
necessary legal steps to en-
sure that his or her name is 
included,” Bora said.

The Congress MP said 

that only 10 per cent of  the 
residents in 13 districts, which 
have more people of  linguistic 
and religious minority, have 
found their names in the first 
draft of  the NRC as against 
around 60-70 per cent in other 
districts.

Address ing a  ra l ly  a t 
Ahmedpur in West Bengal 
on Wednesday, Banerjee had 
said the Central government 
was planning to drive out 
around 1.25 crore people 
from Assam.

The much-awaited first 
draft of  the NRC was pub-
lished on December 31 mid-
night containing 1.9 crore 
names out of  a total applica-
tion of  3.29 crore people in 
Assam. The authorities had 
stated that the rest of  the ap-
plications are at various stages 
of  verification.

be spared.
“The more they try to spread violence, 

the more the lotus (BJP’s poll symbol) will 
bloom,” he said. The BJP president said the 
Communists were rejected everywhere in 
the country but Tripura and claimed that 
a similar fate awaited the Congress as well.

At another rally in Kulai, Shah said a re-
gime change in Tripura had become inevita-
ble as the incumbent government had failed 

on many fronts, including combating the 
crimes against women and unemployment.

He said he had seen a lack of develop-
ment and instances of  corruption in the 
states ruled by the Congress or Communists 
and claimed that the BJP-ruled states were 
ahead of those states in terms of develop-
ment and being corruption- free.

“The BJP does not want a change for the 
sake of it...it wants a change to bring about a 

qualitative difference in governance 
so that the condition of  the lives 
of  the people improve,” ShCrime 
has become synonymous with the 
CPI(M) rule,” he added.

Shah claimed that in a small 
state like Tripura, which has a popu-
lation of a little over 36 lakh, seven 
lakh youths were unemployed and 
of them, the upper-age limit of two 
lakh had expired.

“Those in the CPI(M) say, 
(Tripura) Chief  Minister Manik 
Sarkar is a good man. We know that 
the unemployment problem is acute 
here, but they say Manik babu is a 
good man. What I want to know is, 
if he is good, why is the condition of  
the people of the state not so good,” 
he said.

Shah alleged that in the last 25 
years of Communist rule in the state, 
no proper roads were constructed 
and no facility for good healthcare, 
electricity and drinking water were 
made available in the villages.

The BJP chief  added that un-
less the Left Front government was 
changed in the north-eastern state, 
it would be reduced to a backward 
state in terms of protection of wom-
en, unemployment and economic 
development of  the poor and the 
working class.
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profiteering rules to 
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Apple’s 
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Lisa OS to 
be released 
for free

Q3 results, macro-data to determine equity indices trajectory

Paytm Payments 
Bank, IndusInd 
tie-up for fixed 
deposit facility

Paytm Payments Bank 
on Saturday said it has 
partnered Induslnd Bank 
to introduce a facility to 
create a fixed deposit 
when the customer bal-
ance exceeds Rs 1 lakh at 
the end of day.

P a y t m  P a y m e n t s 
Bank customers can re-
deem their deposits in-
stantly, anytime without 
paying any pre-closure 
or miscellaneous charges 
and can earn up to 6.85 
per cent annual interest, 
the company said in a 
statement.

Additionally, if a cus-
tomer becomes a senior 
citizen before the matu-
rity period, the account 
wil l  be auto renewed 
under the senior citizen 
scheme, thus earning 
higher interest, it added.

“Majority of Indians 
prefer safer investment 
options that offer them 
higher earning potential. 
Our offering will add the 
much-needed conven-
ience of zero paperwork, 
instant redemption and 
no charges to one of 
India’s most preferred 
investment methods,” 
Paytm Payments Bank 
MD and CEO Renu Satti 
said.

India Yamaha 
Motor recalls 
23,897 units of 
FZ 25, Fazer 25 
bikes

Two-wheeler manufac-
turer India Yamaha Mo-
tor on Saturday voluntary 
recalled 23,897 units of 
its FZ 25 and Fazer 25 
motorcycles.

“This voluntary recall 
is being undertaken to 
address an issue related 
to head cover bolt loos-
ening in 23,897 motor-
cycles (21,640 units of 
FZ 25 and 2,257 units of 
Fazer 25) manufactured 
from January 2017,” the 
company said in a state-
ment. 

“The affected motor-
cycles will be repaired 
free of cost at any of the 
Yamaha authorized deal-
ers and the owners will 
be contacted individu-
ally. Yamaha is working 
closely with the dealer 
partners to ensure the 
repair experience is as 
convenient and efficient 
as possible,” it said.

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Noting that the GST anti-
profiteering clause could 
lead to hardship, industry 
chamber CII on Sunday 
urged more clarity in rules 
to curb price hike arising 
from a rollout of  the new 
indirect tax regime, saying 
tax authorities will need to 
be more sensitive to avoid 
undue harassment of  as-
sessees.

The industry body said 

in  a 
s t a t e m e n t here that 
there is concern about prac-
tical and procedural chal-
lenges emerging during the 
initial implementation pe-
riod of  the anti-profiteering 
clause under the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
regime which was rolled 
out last July.

“With the National 
Anti-Profiteering Author-
ity being established, the 
Confederation of  Indian 
Industry (CII) has called 
for greater clarity in rules to 
curb price increase arising 
from GST,” it said.

“Practical implemen-
tation of  the regulations 

without ambiguity and 
without untoward scrutiny 
is required, particularly in 
the initial days of  imple-
mentation till the system 
stabilizes.”

Noting that the anti-
profiteering clause was 
brought in to keep a check 
on unethical high profits, 
analyse long-term effects of  
GST, control price rise and 
retain consumer trust in the 
new tax regime, Assocham 
said the relevant rules say 

“benefit of  input tax 

cred-
i t s h o u l d 
have been passed on to the 
recipient by way of  com-
mensurate reduction in 
prices”.

“However, as this defi-
nition is not clear, discre-
tionary bias may creep in,” 
the statement said.

CII noted that several 
factors contribute to pricing 
decisions, such as supply 
and demand conditions, 
as well as suppliers’ costs 
and taxes.

“The anti-profiteering 
clause of  GST law should 
provide clarity on rules and 
regulations regarding as-

sessment of  valuation and 
impact of  taxes,” it said.

“Tax authorities will 
need to be sensitive to natu-
ral business outcomes and 
avoid undue harassment. 
Also, the clause gives rela-
tively less time for adop-
tion of  the new provisions. 
Manufacturers or suppliers 
may also deal in several 
products that are not distin-
guished in their accounting 
books, so that determining 
price margins for individu-
al products will be difficult.

“Effective anti-profit-
eering 

provisions 
that are clear 

are needed to 
ensure  GST 

provides  tax 
benefits to consumers,” the 
statement added.

Making the most radi-
cal reworking of  the items 
within the GST four-slab 
tax structure in November, 
whereby all but 50 of  over 
1,200 items remained in the 
highest 28 per cent bracket, 
the GST Council, however, 
also withdrew the novel 
facility of  input tax credit 
for restaurants as they had 
not passed on this benefit to 
consumers.

Mumbai, Jan. 7 (PTI): The mo-
mentum gained by co-working 
spaces in 2017 is likely to continue 
this year as well as large corporates 
look at consolidating businesses to 
maximise their productivity, says 
experts.

Co-working, also known as al-
ternative workspaces, is recognised 
as a style of working as well as refers 
to the physical space where such a 
sharing community exists.

The co-working concept is not 
new, but what is exciting about it is 
the tremendous growth it has seen 
around the globe in the past several 
years as it is essentially the private 
sector’s response to meet today’s 
activity-based work requirements.

According to a study by prop-
erty consultant Jones lang LaSalle, 
co-working is expected to receive 
investments worth USD 400 million 
by 2018. 

The potential market size for 
the segment across the country 
currently stands in the range of  
12-16 million seats. “The demand 
for co-working spaces is no longer 
only limited to freelancers or start-
up employees. The staff  at small 
emerging businesses as well as large 
corporate offices are also looking 
to co-working spaces to maximise 
their productivity,” JLL India CEO 

and country head Ramesh Nair 
said.

While freelancers are primarily 
focussed on the cost factor, start-
ups and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) focus on cost 
as well as infrastructure. For large 
corporate firms, on the other hand, 
travel convenience is a high priority, 
and hence the prime office location 
is important as is infrastructure, he 
said.

Knight Frank India chief econo-
mist and national research director 
Samantak Das said co-working 
space is witnessing an increasing 
momentum as seen in not just the 
volumes of space taken up but also 
the diversity of players that are now 
queueing up to serve occupiers in 
this quality- starved office space 
market.

Realty services provider SILA 
founder and managing director 
Sahil Vora said co-working spaces 
have led to a significant supply in 
many micro markets and more 
planned for 2018.

“In the next couple years, we 
expect few large players to dominate 
and consolidate each market, which 
may lead to a painful exit for smaller 
players. The increased competition 
may also squeeze margins until the 
sector consolidates,” he added.

London, Jan. 7 (IANS): Google is secretly 
reaping millions of money from vulnerable 
people, seeking treatment for addictive 
diseases, by charging advertisers secretly 
working for private clinics’ in Britain, a 
media report said on Sunday.

The internet giant charges the middle-
men -- known as referral agents -- as much 
as 200 pounds each time someone visits 
their website via search page advertisements 
at the top of a Google page, an investigation 
by The Sunday Times has revealed.

The referral agents advertise themselves 
as free advice helplines but receive as much 
as 20,000 pounds commission monthly 
each time a new patient is referred to private 
rehabilitation clinics, the report said.

“The level of payments for these referral 
agents via promoted links cannot be justi-
fied in my view especially as those desperate 
to tackle their addictions are unknowingly 
picking up the bill,” Sarah Wollaston, the 
Conservative MP, who chairs the health 
select committee, was quoted as telling The 
Sunday Times.  She also reportedly called 
on Google, which made 59 billion pounds 
from advertising in 2016, to stop selling 
advertisements to referral agents.

Google refuses to take advertisement 
from referral agents in the US, where the 
practice is illegal, but in Britain, it spurs 
by creating a bidding war between referral 
agencies who want their advertisements ap-

pear at the top of the Google search page, 
said the report.

However, the tech giant, in a statement 
on Sunday printed in the Sun, said that they 
have decided to “extend” the practice of  
banning referral agents to Britain. 

The Sunday Times report meanwhile 
said that huge commissions taken by these 
agents have been blamed for significantly 
increasing the cost of private care for people 
suffering from addictions. 

The referral agents are “parasites target-
ing sick people at the most desperate time 
of  their lives”, said Dominic McCann, 
development director at the Castle Craig 
addiction hospital in Scotland. 

The illegal practice was discovered by 
undercover reporters, who filmed two meet-
ings held in 2017 between Britain’s leading 
referral agency executives with Google and 
the rehabilitation clinics.

The reporters were posing as executives 
from a new treatment centre that was to be 
opened in Gloucestershire.

One business owner was reported to 
have said he was spending 350,000 pounds 
on Google advertising, to ensure addicts 
visited his helpline first, the daily revealed.

The Sun quoted a Google spokesperson 
as saying that they “work to help healthcare 
providers -- from doctors to hospitals and 
treatment centres -- get online and connect 
with people who need their help”.

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (PTI) : 
BPL is eyeing over five-fold 
increase in the turnover of  
its consumer business to 
INR 500 crore in the next 
three years as it expands 
its product portfolio and 
strengthens distribution.

The company’s con-
sumer business, through a 
joint venture with Japan’s 
Sanyo Electric, collapsed 
after the Japanese compa-
ny ceased to exist globally 
in 2006-07. BPL re-entered 
the market two years ago 
with a select range of  prod-
ucts through the online 
distribution channel.

“Our vision is to cross 
over INR 500 crore turno-
ver in the consumer busi-
ness in the next three years. 
We believe there is op-
portunity and potential to 
increase our business. BPL 
has good brand recall,” 
BPL Ltd COO Manmohan 
Ganesh told PTI.

BPL’s consumer busi-
ness is looking at closing 
the current financial year 
with turnover of  Rs 100 
crore.

BPL has an exclusive 
distribution tie up with 
Amazon to sell its products 
in the country.

In the next five years, 
BPL’s consumer business 
will only be available on-
line.

The company is also 
working with Amazon to 
jointly develop a smart 
television and voice-based 
Alexa speakers, Ganesh 
said.

Ganesh said the com-
pany will enter the audio 
segment with launch of  Al-
exa speaker and sound bars 
in the current calendar year 
and also widen portfolio of  
existing categories includ-
ing television, refrigerators 
and air conditioners.

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (PTI): 
The country’s largest car 
maker Maruti Suzuki India 
(MSI) plans to expand the 
sales network for its light 
commercial vehicle ‘Super 
Carry’ as it aims to be a 
significant player in the 
segment.

The company, which 
launched Super Carry in 
September 2016, is seeing 
good traction in the light 
commercial vehicle (LCV) 
segment that is dominated 
by players like Tata Motors 
and Mahindra & Mahi-
ndra.

“The retail network is 
being rolled out in phases.

Currently Super Carry 
is being retailed through 
162 new commercial out-
lets in 140 cities across 25 
states. It is our endeavour 
to reach closer to custom-
ers as much as possible,” 
an MSI spokesperson told 
PTI.

The spokesperson, 
however, did not share de-
tails on the number of  sales 
outlets it plans to open go-
ing ahead.

“We plan to be present 
across India at all potential 
locations...We will plan as 

San Francisco, Jan. 7 
(IANS): The Computer 
History Museum in Califor-
nia has planned to release 
Apple’s legendary Lisa op-
erating system (OS) for free 
as open source this year, the 
media reported.

The Mountain View-
based museum announced 
that the source code for 
Lisa, Apple’s computer that 
predated the Mac, has been 
recovered and was being 
reviewed by the tech giant 
itself, reports 9to5Mac.

Lisa, released in 1983, 
was one of  the first per-
sonal computers to come 
equipped with a graphical 
user interface and a support 
for mouse, but ultimately 
only sold 10,000 units. 

“Just wanted to let eve-
ryone know the sources to 
the OS and applications 
were recovered, I converted 
them to Unix end of  line 
conventions and spaces for 
Pascal tabs after recovering 
the files using Disk Image 
Chef, and they are with 
Apple for review,” said Al 
Kossow, a software curator 
at the museum.

“After that’s done, the 
code that is cleared for re-
lease by Apple will be made 
available in 2018. The only 
thing I saw that probably 
won’t be able to be released 
is the American Heritage 
dictionary for the spell 
checker in LisaWrite.”

The source code for 
both the OS and applica-
tions has been recovered. 

Once that code is fin-
ished being reviewed by Ap-
ple, the museum will make 
the code available sometime 
this year, Kossow added.

Mumbai, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
The upcoming quarterly re-
sults season, along with the 
release of  macro-economic 
data points on industrial 
production and inflation, 
are expected to determine 
the trajectory of  key equity 
indices next week.

According to market 
observers, global cues such 
as crude oil prices, com-
bined with the direction of  
foreign fund flows and the 
rupee’s movement against 
the US dollar, will also im-
pact investors’ risk-taking 
appetite.

“Earnings season for 
Q3 (third quarter) with 
IndusInd Bank and TCS 
(Tata Consultancy Servic-
es) release would be closely 
watched, as the same have 
to catch up with the recent 
PE (price-to-earnings) ex-
pansion,” Devendra Nev-
gi, Founder and Principal 
Partner, Delta Global Part-
ners, told IANS.

“The CPI (Consumer 
Price Index) data out on 
Friday would be closely 

watched. If  much above 5 
per cent, this would damp-
en the sentiment in the 
markets, especially for the 
banking and NBFC sectors 
given the fact that the GDP 
(2017-18) provisional esti-
mates were already lower.”

The Q3 earnings result 
season will be kicked-off  
from next week. IT major 
TCS is expected to be the 
first bluechip firm to come 
out with its Q3 result on 
January 11, (Thursday).

“The market is trading 
at premium valuation sup-
ported by strong liquidity 
on expectation of  earnings 
revival and positive glo-
bal cues. In recent times, 
higher oil prices, rising 
inflation and the RBI’s 
hawkish stance are warn-
ing signs for the market,” 
said Vinod Nair, Head of  
Research, Geojit Financial 
Services.

“Further, the market is 
wary of  a populist budget 
given this is the last (full) 
one before the general elec-
tion. In the immediate fu-

ture, the market will look for more 
budget-related cues and progress of  
the Q3 results season.”

Apart from TCS, companies like 
Infosys, Gail, Bajaj Corp, IndusInd 
Bank and Shree Cement are expected 

to announce their quarterly results in 
the coming week.

“It is expected that December 
quarter earnings would positively sur-
prise the street in select companies,” 
said D.K. Aggarwal, Chairman and 

Managing Director of  SMC Invest-
ments and Advisors.

“Besides, global cues, macro-
economic data, investment by foreign 
and domestic institutional investors 
(FIIs ad DIIs), the movement of  ru-

pee against the dollar and 
crude oil price movement 
will dictate the trend of  the 
market in the week ahead.”

Apart from the Q3 re-
sults, investors will look 
out for the upcoming mac-
ro-economic data points 
such as the IIP (Index of  
Industrial Production) and 
Balance of  Trade figures.

The Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) is slated to re-
lease the macro-economic 
data points of  IIP and CPI 
on January 12, Thursday.

On the currency front, 
the rupee had strength-
ened by 50 paise to close at 
63.37 against the US dollar 
during the week ended on 
January 5.

Investment-wise, pro-
visional figures from the 
stock exchanges showed 
that FIIs turned net buyers 
and purchased scrips worth 
Rs 1,738.44 crore.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio inves-
tors invested in equities 

worth Rs 1,618.27 crore, 
or $254.14 million, from 
January 1-5.

On technical levels, the 
underlying trend of  the 
National Stock Exchange’s 
(NSE) Nifty50 remains 
bullish.

“Further upsides are 
likely once the immediate 
resistances of  10,566 points 
are taken out. Weakness 
could emerge if  the sup-
ports of  10,520 points are 
broken,” said Deepak Jasa-
ni, Head of Retail Research 
for HDFC Securities.

Last week, the key In-
dian equity indices -- the 
BSE Sensex and the NSE 
Nifty50 -- rose for the fifth 
consecutive week.

Consequen t ly,  the 
30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of  the Bombay 
Stock Exchange closed 
higher by 97.02 points or 
0.28 per cent at 34,153.85 
points.

Similarly, the Nifty50 
of  the NSE rose by 28.15 
points or 0.26 per cent to 
10,558.85 points.

we move ahead based on cus-
tomers need and market require-
ments,” the spokesperson said.

MSI has established a new 
commercial sales channel for 
the LCV business.

When asked about Super 
Carry’s sales performance, the 
spokesperson said the LCV’s 
current market share in the mini 
truck segment stood at around 
5.5 per cent, “while in the simi-
lar 700kgs payload segment, 
where it competes with Tata 
Ace, M&M Supro and Piaggio 
Porter, it is 8.7 per cent till De-

cember 2017”.
“In the future, we plan to be 

a significant player in the seg-
ment,” the spokesperson added.

MSI sold 900 units of  Super 
Carry in 2016-17. In the April-
December period of  the current 
fiscal, it has already sold 5,958 
units.

“More units of  Super Carry 
have been sold than some of  its 
competitors during the second 
and third quarters of  2017- 18,” 
the spokesperson said.

MSI rolls out Super Carry 
from its Gurgaon facility.

Asked if  the company plans 
to hike production capacity, 
the spokesperson said: “The 
production capacity for Super 
Carry is currently sufficiently 
planned to meet the market 
requirements.” 

Besides the domestic mar-
ket, the company has also start-
ed exporting Super Carry to 
countries like South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, Nepal 
and Bangladesh.

Equipped with a 793-cc die-
sel engine, Super Carry delivers 
a mileage of  22.07 km per litre.
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Seize the day!
Nagas call themselves a people with a unique socio-cul-

tural and political identity, a people who were once 
known for their honesty and hardworking qualities, 
for their strong moral conduct and firm social tradi-

tional ethics. But over the years, most of  these virtues have be-
come polluted, and today, the Naga society is riddled more with 
distrust and uncertainty rather than the aforementioned qualities. 
The society is divided into splinters; there is dissection among 
villages, tribes, religious denominations, even within the civil so-
ciety, nationalist groups and in state politics. 

In their endeavours to gain worldly wealth, the people have 
become selfish- the moral philosophies and tenets of  the olden 
days forgotten. While the palpable mistrust is largely directed on 
decision makers and public leaders, people have become accus-
tomed to blaming one another, finger-pointing, suspicion, criti-
cizing, bitterness, hatred and many such unremitting negativities.

Even the present legislative House, during its last five years 
term witnessed the biggest deficit in trust; it has displayed an epit-
ome of  greed, power mongering, as well as servitude and sub-
jugation. Recent political crises have also brought out a variety 
of  colours, in both politicians and the public. There is rampant 
prevalence of  individual and institutional corruption that it has 
now reached to a point where even those who have been crying 
foul are wary of  one another. As distasteful as it might sound, it 
is undeniable that these ills are gradually eroding the legitimacy 
of  those in power and their authority, and have percolated down 
to the common man. This is only part of  a sad reflection of  the 
moral abyss in the society. Nagas call themselves Christians, but 
whether or not they are living as true Christians by applying the 
principles of  Christianity to their lives is something they rather 
not discuss about. 

In any case, ethics continue to act as a guiding force to steer 
an individual’s sense of  right and wrong, and it is up to the Naga 
to reflect and rethink what they were and what they are today. If  
there is realization, all is not lost. The people must build on the 
good element, however small there is, and start afresh. Definitely, 
there is still hope.

The Bible uses many things to teach about the principles and 
character of  God, illustrating the relationship between God (the 
creator) and the people (the created) and of  the purpose and 
destiny for which the creator made the latter. One of  the most 
used example is that of  vessels (jars, pots, etc.) and a lesson from 
the book of  Jeremiah concerning a potter and the clay underlies 
that God is free to respond to His people according to their own 
moral conduct and choices, and His previous promises do not 
restrict the exercise of  His correction or justice. Jeremiah’s story 
proclaims that God does not cast anyone away utterly, but puts 
them afresh upon the wheel and make them again.

With the Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) calling for 
a ‘Naga Day’ on January 10, 2018 in Kohima with a slogan of  
hope for the Nagas and of  transformative movements, it is a mo-
mentous time. 

“Naga Day is to strengthen the process of  Naga Reconcilia-
tion among the Naga people. It is a resolve to move out from a 
culture of  focusing only on our differences, and to participate in 
building a shared humanity of  belonging,” the FNR states while 
calling upon all Nagas, all people to come and stand together in 
unity on the day. 

This Jan. 10 is a promising day, not only because the FNR 
proposes to declare it as ‘Naga Day’ in commemoration of  Jan. 
10, 1929, the day the Naga Club submitted a memorandum to 
the Simon Commission on behalf  of  the Naga people declaring 
that Nagas are one, but more so because it carries the message of  
looking back into the past to look forward to the future through 
the essence of  self-reflection and reconciliation with self  and with 
others. Carpe diem, Nagas!

Title: Miss Laila Armed and Dangerous; 
Author: Manu Joseph; Publisher: Fourth Estate; 

Pages: 210; Price: Rs 499

A lanky woman, arms akimbo, wearing a tucked-
in white shirt, divided skirt and red high heels 
is standing with her back to us. There’s a mike 

in front of her and she’s addressing a nondescript 
crowd, waving flags -- the ‘Bhagwa Dhwaj’ (the saf-
fron flag of Shivaji, adopted by the RSS) to be specific. 
But what catches the eye is her dress -- specially her 
khaki shorts.

The cover of Manu Joseph’s “Miss Laila Armed 
and Dangerous” is telling.

“Just the sight of Hindu patriots this way in the 
uniform of the Sangh reminds Muslims of death,” 
writes the novelist-journalist in his new book.

The woman in the Sangh outfit is Akhila Iyer, one 
of the protagonists in the book. And if  the way she 
dresses is any hint, Miss Iyer is that rare breed that 
has both a sense of humour and strong political views. 
She is all that and much more.

In “Miss Laila...”, Joseph is having fun. He is un-
apologetic and out to offend. And he spares no one. If  
you’re a Right-winger or a Left lib, Arundhati Roy fan 
or Modi bhakt, a feminist or an activist or a journalist, 
Anna Hazare follower or Irom Sharmila sympathiser 
-- this book is NOT for you. Or maybe it is.

The novel opens as a political satire, with Miss 
Iyer -- a neurosurgery student who has a love-hate 
relationship with Left liberals (in possible revenge at 
her mother who had abandoned her to carry out her 
ultra-Left activities) -- playing pranks on everybody, 
and exposing their hypocrisy.

As far as the “patriots” go, Joseph also makes fun 

A Satire-Cum-Thriller — Inspired by Politics
Himani Kothari | IANS

of them, though in a subtly indirect way, with char-
acters like Damodarbhai -- DaMo for short -- and 
his minions, a certain Professor Vaid, and through 
“White Beard”.

There are two gripping narratives running parallel 
to each other. One involves Miss Iyer helping a man 
caught in the debris of a collapsed building survive by 
crawling to him through a tunnel and feeding him. 
Then he whispers to her something which has the in-
telligence agency racing against time to avert a terror 
attack.

The other concerns Miss Laila -- of the title -- 
whose character is loosely based on the 19-year-old 
Ishrat Jahan, an alleged terrorist killed in a “gunfight” 
with police while on the way to assassinate the then 
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, whom most 
of us will only recognise from that picture of four 
dead bodies strewn on a road besides a blue Tata In-
dica.

There have been many theories on the Ishrat Ja-
han case, some holding that she was an innocent girl 
who got mixed up with wrong people. Joseph seems 
to subscribe to this view in his fictionalised tale that is 
too close to the real thing.

“Miss Laila...” is not an investigative piece in that 
it doesn’t provide any new information. But it brings 
a fresh perspective to the story of a “hip” Ishrat Jahan 
from Mumbra -- a sister to six siblings, their idol and 
bread winner. Instead of letting the character of Laila 
speak for herself, the author lets her younger sister to 
be the narrator and that’s what humanises the story.

With his earlier works “Serious Men” and “The 
Illicit Happiness of Other People”, Joseph has al-
ready established himself as a prolific writer in Eng-
lish. With “Miss Laila...” he has set a new benchmark 
for anyone looking to spin newspaper headlines to 
write an everyday politics-inspired thriller.

While anyone can write a political satire-cum-

thriller, which is at once funny and dark, it is a writer 
like Joseph who can make you question and laugh at 
your beliefs. (Unless you are a bigot, in which case the 
only literature you should be reading is that recom-
mended by Dina Nath Batra).

Joseph addresses many issues in this stylishly-
written 210-page book. Capturing the themes of iden-
tity, selfishness and inefficiency, he talks about the life 
of extras in the film industry, poor disaster manage-
ment in the country’s financial capital and journalists 
who swing facts to show the poor in worse condition 
than they actually are in. He does all this while main-
taining the flow of the narrative and never losing the 
plot.

And there is never a dull moment.
In one chapter, the author goes deep into the ways 

of the Indians with his description of “faces only an 
Indian can make”. Like when “he crosses the road 
like a cow, and is startled by a truck... when boys fall 
off trains because they were dangling from the door-
ways, when illegal homes built on infirm soil collapse, 
when pilgrims are squashed in annual stampedes in-
side narrow temples”.

In another, flaying the Hindu outfits’ claims of  
Muslims reproducing to take over the world, Joseph 
says that one thing Damodarbhai would never say out 
loud is “reason why the Muslim population is grow-
ing faster than the Hindu... Muslims don’t kill their 
girls in the womb”.

Writing about the Indian Marxists and their love 
for French wines when they wish to discuss poverty 
and revolution, he says, “Actually, they are happy 
with South African wines, too.”

There is so much happening, the moment you fin-
ish reading the book feels like you just got off a roller 
coaster. And you want to take the ride again. Luckily 
for us, the book is being made into a movie.
(Himani Kothari can be contacted at himani.k@ians.in )

Our greatest debt, caused by sin, 
 is erased by our greater God.

I blinked back tears as I reviewed my medical bill. Considering my 
husband’s severe cut in salary after a lengthy unemployment, even 
paying half of the balance would require years of small monthly 

installments. I prayed before calling the doctor’s office to explain our 
situation and request a payment plan.

After leaving me on hold for a short time, the receptionist informed 
me the doctor had zeroed out our account.

I sobbed a thank you. The generous gift overwhelmed me with 
gratitude. Hanging up the phone, I praised God. I considered saving 
the bill, not as a reminder of what I used to owe but as a reminder of 
what God had done.

My physician’s choice to pardon my debt brought to mind God’s 
choice to forgive the insurmountable debt of my sins. Scripture as-
sures us God is “compassionate and gracious” and “abounding in 
love” (Psalm 103:8). He “does not treat us as our sins deserve” (v. 
10). He removes our sins “as far as the east is from the west” (v. 12), 
when we repent and accept Christ as our Savior. His sacrifice erases 
the debt we once owed. Completely.

Once forgiven, we aren’t defined by or limited by our past debt. In 
response to the Lord’s extravagant gift, we can acknowledge all He’s 
done. Offering our devoted worship and grateful affection, we can live 
for Him and share Him with others.

Thank You for erasing our debt completely when  
we place our confidence in You, Lord.

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 103:1–12  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us.     

~  Psalm 103:12

DAILY
PATH

The Debt Eraser

Abokali Jimomi

What future shall we dream about to-
day? What is our reality and how should 
our dream be different from it?

Dystopia is an imaginary society 
where people are unhappy and often 
lead dehumanized and fearful lives un-
der hedonistic governing class usually 
characterized by a stark divide between 
the haves and the have-nots set in an en-
vironmentally degraded place.

A dystopian future is obviously not 
what we wish for ourselves despite the 
tell-tale signs popping up every now and 
then like soap commercials in our reality 
show.

Perhaps the choice is ours to make, to 
imagine and plot our own story diverting 
it from an apocalyptic ending.

Perhaps we should break out from the 
maze of our restricted definition of free-
dom, imagine the end of the vicious cycle 
of corruption enslavement and design a 
new path to escape a nearly dystopian 
reality as Margaret Atwood in her dysto-
pian story, A Handmaid’s Tale, puts, ‘A 
rat in a maze is free to go anywhere, as 
long as it stays inside the maze.’

If  imagination is the beginning of  
creation, what future then shall we im-
agine for our people? If  our children are 
our future, what shall we guide them to 
dream about? What values shall we let 
them emulate? How shall we teach them 
to survive and thrive?

To let them imitate how we live here 
now would be a perfect script for a catas-
trophe. Surely, we do not want a future 
where our children accept and live with 
injustices and inequalities without ques-
tioning; stripping them off their rights to 
nutrition, education, healthcare, gainful 
employment and access to even basic 
amenities devaluing their human dignity 
and freedom.

What different future can we imagine 
that is better from the present? Should we 
let our children inherit our insecurities 
and corrupt practices?

Should we teach our children how 
to bribe their way up in work and life, or 
how to amass what is not rightfully theirs 
to take to build their empires? Shall we 
show them how to buy jobs or siphon off  
funds meant for facilitating opportunities 
and well-being for thousands of children, 
students and the public, depriving the 
majority of their rights to live a dignified 
life?

Shall we teach them that dishonesty 
can always be pardoned in the weekly 
Sunday prayers and that glory and re-
demption are achieved by donating 
huge sums of corrupt money for ‘a good 
cause’?

We do not want a future where our 
children in the world’s largest democracy 
have no options but to sell their votes for 
peanuts, trade their life, their freedom 
and development of their land for small 
favours mutilating their basic human 
rights forever.

Should our children learn how to 
remain apathetic and selfindulgent even 
when every infrastructure in our land is 
falling apart? What purpose would that 
serve except disaster?

Should we like us also let them not 
question the status-quo and accept tradi-
tional biases, moral policing and preju-
dices as absolute truths?

Should they also carry forward our 
social, racial, tribal and religious intoler-
ances, religious bigotry and patriarchal 
conditioning like heirlooms around their 
necks? Would that make a better future?

It would seem like a pure Utopian 
fantasy now to imagine that every Naga 
girl child, not just girls from the privi-
leged, the ‘educated’ and the elite sec-
tions of our society, should dream of  
a participatory and a more conscious 

future where their voices are valued 
and their participation indispensible in 
the decision making processes of their 
families, clans, villages and towns, that 
they are not born to be just sidekicks in 
their father’s, husband’s or father-in-law’s 
houses. They must dream of a future 
where they are not ‘owned’ by anyone 
that they must break out from the il-
lusionary ‘freedom’ in the maze of our 
traditional conditioning.

We must envision a just future that 
recognizes every person’s worth and ca-
pability and creation of a space that ena-
bles our capabilities to flower and thrive.

We want our children to grow up as 
compassionate human beings, valuing 
diversity, valuing harmonious co-exist-
ence, valuing social justice and merit, 
and valuing our natural resources and 
possessing the wisdom to take care of  
our fragile and delicate ecosystems. We 
must truly imagine a future where we 
don’t plunder our forests, wildlife, moun-
tains and rivers for today’s profit alone to 
satiate our short-lived cravings for a sup-
posedly ‘good life’.

If  degradation and self-destruction 
are not our goals, we need a different 
plot from the status-quo. Without self-
introspection and a change from within, 
and the determination to challenge and 
shift the status-quo, we can only continue 
to run around the maze.
A song of despair: But still this Land, 

this soul
A love-hate romance for eternity,

You curse, I curse.
Cursed to be with each other forever,

You and me.
You are me and I am you;

looking at your scars, my wounds fester.
This hopelessness…

Your beauty and purity – time cannot 
measure:

these greenest hills, just my kind of  

dance and song,
villages and bamboos and birds, leaves 

of every shape and size,
wisdom of cloud-covered mountains, 

timeless and solid,
a night sky that talks to me like nowhere 

else on this arm of the galaxy.
Magic and yarn and yam, mud and rain, 

rituals and rice and maize 
fields,

pigs and pounding tables, nakedness, 
dirt, blood and innocence;

a way of life to call our own, our beauty, 
our grace.

One precious life-time of divine ro-
mance with your soul.

But now the mirror of time reflects the 
tale of our dying:

Day by day, season after season seen 
searching...

Lost together, lost forever in the search 
of what civilization?

A no-return journey to the bottomless 
abyss

of superficiality and soul-splitting self-
deceit,

toward a complete loss of originality.
A maddening desire to be someone else,

erasing our mountains and our souls.
Transformed into heartbeat-less plastic 

puppets
while seeking the untruth…

Could we then live together
in this agonizing pit of chronic misery

and ever hope for love?
I could shut you out for a while,

for decades, for a life-time.
I could hide for forever

perhaps in some alien paradise,
but still,

hopelessly, even after death,
could this soul forget?

This land is me, and I am you.

(Abokali Jimomi is an entrepreneur and a 
mother of  a daughter.)

What Shall We Dream About?

Nokho Nyekha

“Is this what family is like : The feeling that everyone’s 
connected, that
with one piece missing, the whole thing’s broken?”

- Trenton Lee Steward, The Mysterious Benedict Society

“Where are you from?”
“I’m from Naga-Land, ma’am”
“Oh! Is your father a terrorist then?” (laughs)
A conversation I had with my professor as a student 

in the national capital, which slapped me to reality. For 
the first time, a painful unexpressible pinch enveloped 
me about my identity. Looking back, I’m grateful for 
that question because it was then I began my quest to 
find my roots.

I’ve been taught of my existence as a different entity 
at a young age, but never on how far my family stretch-
es. I spent the first 2 decades of my existence on earth ig-
norant of the fact that my Naga family is actually spread 
across four states in India and three administrative divi-
sions in Myanmar. To learn more about my own fam-
ily, I had to look for books, souvenirs, articles to teach 
myself. Yet, the perplexity remains the same despite ac-
cumulating bundles of knowledge and insights six years 
after my first encounter with the reality of who I am.

In my small opinion, patriotism is important for any 
country to flourish, simply because a Nation requires 
teamwork and loyalty to build. A sense of patriotism 
is also important to develop character in an individual. 
It gives them a sense of belongingness, a pride of be-
ing part of something bigger. Nobody can serve two 
masters, and my generation has grown up not know-
ing which master to serve. Such confusion is leading to 
varied form of frustrations, which is bouncing back to 
the society. The young generation is in dire need of an 
identity to begin taking a proactive role in contributing 
to our society. I envision for an answer to who I am. 

The mighty British left the Nagas at the mercy of  
two nations, who came together and drew lines right in 
our homes. Many of us went a step further, and uncon-
sciously welcomed those manmade lines into our hearts 
and minds, and began to enlarge them whilst clinging 
on to the hope of removing them on paper. The result 
being one big scattered Naga family who are gradually 
unlearning the existence of each other.

Despite being of subservient nature, I had the op-
portunity to work with and for the Nagas on a number 
of platforms while in Delhi. It was fulfilling to have had 
the privilege of being part of addressing issues of our 
Naga family, including Myanmar. Tribal lines never 
mattered, political boundaries never mattered then. 
All that mattered was that we are a family, and every 
problem – big or small – is meant to be shared by all. 
And once we get to know each other, all the prejudices 
diminished in no time. It has never been a burdensome 
task to find a common ground to work together. I envi-
sion the same approach to internal issues back home. 
An instinctive family bond always sparks up if  we de-
cide to give it a chance.

Countries educate and equip its citizens to thrive 
professionally and morally, and use their talents in re-
turn for its own growth. When education and the en-
vironment don’t synchronise, a maze creeps the minds 
blocking it from polishing. We ought to exams solely for 
respect and salary packages. I envision a society where 
students are given the freedom to choose how they wish 
to contribute to the society and cumberless ways for 
them to work towards achieving their dreams, and not 
being compelled to merely survive with whatever job 
they could find in order to bring food to the table.

Communication can go a long way in solving so-
cietal challenges. Two people when locked in separate 
boxes cannot be expected to connect and understand 
each other. I envision a time when we as a family can 
freely get to know each other without reservations. We 
need to begin by removing the walls we have built in 

our hearts and minds. I see political boundaries as mere 
lines we see in the maps, in truest sense.

Compromise leads to unity. When we have our 
leaders striving for a common goal with their backs 
faced at each other, it is difficult to hope for the reality 
of The Common Naga Goal we all wish for. I envision 
our leaders working hand in hand, to lead and guide us 
to a better future. 

Women are the backbone of every society. No so-
ciety can thrive by suppressing the women. Time and 
again, our own Naga women have proven themselves 
no less than their male counterparts. Women’s unflinch-
ing contribution towards the Naga cause also continues 
to this day. I envision for the inclusion of women in the 
decision making process of our cause without being 
confined to restore peace in troubled times.

As young people today, it remains our responsibility 
to be conscious of our culture and our unique history, 
for the torch and the baggage our leaders are carrying 
today shall one day be ours. We are only a part of the 
big heritage we are proud to call family, stretching back 
centuries. We cannot afford to break the chain, which 
could otherwise threaten the existence of generations 
that are to come.

Physical integration is what we long for, and it is 
what the Nagas have rightly been fighting towards. 
However, in the quest of erasing the political bounda-
ries, we must be careful not to erase the bond we share 
with each other. I sincerely wish for an emotional in-
tegration alongside physical integration, without which 
we shall be dusting the sacrifices made by our parents.

As grateful as I am for the coveted opportunity to 
voice out on a platform such as this, I wish for the same 
approach in other areas and platforms. Because, the 
younger generation, even the women care all the same. 
I wish we begin choosing leaders based solely on the 
qualities and not on gender lines or age or tribe.

(Nokho Nyekha is an Independent Researcher of  Indig-
enous Traditions, a freelance writer and talent agent.)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Gloom over 
the absence of  a family member or romantic 
partner could come upon you today, Aries, 
and your usually exuberant nature could be far 

more subdued than is normal for you. You might even 
spend the entire evening watching whatever happens to 
be on TV. It would be far more productive if  you treated 
yourself  to a trip to the bookstore and picked up some 
new reading material. At least you’ll learn something 
while your partner is away!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Too much 
food and drink could have you feeling a little 
out of  sorts today, Taurus. Some friends might 
have taken you out and exposed you to the 

most tempting of  food and drink. This is always fun, but 
today you have to face the consequences! A workout fu-
eled with water could help burn off  any toxins or extra 
calories, and a nap just might complete the process so 
you’re feeling like your old self  again. Get going!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Right now you 
might be in the process of  moving from one job 
to another, Gemini. This might even be a total 
change in career. Your hard work is paying off, 

though it may not show up in your bank account for a 
while yet. There might be contracts to be executed first. 
Your social life may be put on hold until all facets of  this 
transition are worked out. Don’t be intimidated, however. 
You’ve made the right choice.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Cancer, right 
now you could be overwhelmed by conflicts 
among your own needs, the needs of  your 
family, and your responsibilities toward 

your job. As a result, you may be feeling tense and 
stressed out, and wondering if  the situation will ever 
be resolved. Don’t panic. It will, and you’ll be none 
the worse for it. The keyword is balance, and the solu-
tion lies in finding it. Get to it! You’ll want to put this 

behind you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A close relative 
may be ill or otherwise troubled, Leo, and you 
might worry a bit too much today because of  

a lack of  communication from this person. Attempts to 
phone might result in no answer or repeated voicemail 
messages. However, take care to stay focused and objec-
tive. Your relative is probably recovering from whatever 
has been bothering him or her. Remember, no news is 
good news. Hang in there.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This is not the 
day to make financial investments of  any kind, 
Virgo, although someone may present you with 
some possible opportunities. They may sound 

good, but caution is called for. If  the information appeals 
to you, look into it and try to learn the facts, but make 
no commitment today. If  it’s truly a good opportunity, it 
won’t disappear within a few days. If  it isn’t, you’ll want 
to know. Wait!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You should be 
looking especially attractive today, Libra, 
but you may feel that it’s wasted because 
your beloved isn’t around to appreciate it. 

Cheer up! It will only be for a few days, and you’ll still 
look pretty good by then. Try to keep yourself  busy, 
preferably doing something you love to do, so your 
enthusiasm will enhance your good looks. Your friend 
won’t be away forever. It only seems that way.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your inge-
nuity and imagination may seem to have de-
serted you today, Scorpio, and this isn’t mak-
ing it easy for you to produce the high level of  

quality you’re used to at work. Perhaps it might be best to 
busy yourself  with routine tasks you can do automatically 
and, if  you can, put off  the more creative endeavors until 
your brain gets back in gear. Don’t be too proud or too shy 
to ask for help. Hang in there.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Money 
matters might require your attention today, 
Sagittarius. Unusual expenses may have de-
pleted your reserves, so you might have to 

cut a few corners. Your income, however, is probably 
the same if  not slightly higher. This is, therefore, only a 
temporary situation, and your accounts should be back 
to normal in time, although some caution with regard 
to spending may need to be observed for a while. Work 
creatively on your budget and try to relax.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A lack 
of  contact with a romantic partner could 
have you feeling a little down right now, 
Capricorn. You may be wondering if  you’ve 

said or done anything that offended your beloved one 
in some way. Your friend, however, is apt to be totally 
oblivious to the idea that you’re upset. Your partner is 
probably taking care of  some family obligations and 
may have lost track of  time. Hang in there! Your honey 
should get in touch with you soon.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Excesses 
in food and drink yesterday may force you 
to cancel a social engagement today, Aquar-
ius. You probably aren’t feeling up to it. This 

might be a bit irritating, and somewhat embarrassing 
as well. However, you just might have needed the rest 
even if  you hadn’t eaten too much. Make the most of  
your evening alone. Soak in a tub and go to bed early. 
In the morning, you’ll be glad you did.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Tension be-
tween a married couple who are both your 
friends could have you situated in the most 
uncomfortable place of  all, Pisces: right 

smack in the middle. Both may want to recruit you to 
their side, but you’ll want to avoid allying yourself  with 
either party. The best you can do is mediate by trying to 
get each of  them to see the other’s point of  view. Wheth-
er you succeed or not, you’ll have tried your best.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

NTC
To
The Prime Minister of  India,
New Delhi.
Through Shri. R. N. Ravi, the Interlocutor, GOI. 

Sub: Representation.
Honorable Sir,
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) is ever grateful to you for having in-

vited the Working Committee of  Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) 
to political negotiation since 21.9.2017. Following that, the Working Com-
mittee and the GOI’s Interlocutor have had 9(nine) round of  talks and there 
has been progress.

Meanwhile, it is felt necessary to once again apprise the Honorable Prime 
Minister of  the importance of  how the ongoing negotiation should bring logi-
cal result to the protracted Naga political issue without letting any situation 
hamper the progress. That Sir, the ground reality is that the State of  Nagaland 
has been reeling under 10 Governments for decades. Beside the legitimate 
State Government, there are 9 Governments of  NNPGs all housed in Naga-
land and sourced by one Government. Whereas, we talk about corruption and 
developmental backwardness in Nagaland but it is obvious that development 
cannot literally take place in a place which is over-administered by too many 
authorities without synchronization. Under such maladministration, the ul-
timate victim is the general public. Thus, the citizens of  Nagaland have been 
facing this unbearable situation for years together.

Honorable Sir, what is of  paramount importance to the citizens of  Na-
galand today is the solution to the protracted Naga political issue. Whereas, 
what has deeply distressed NTC is the impending situation once elections 
are announced as it can distract the focus on negotiation process. There is 
no ambiguity that the ongoing negotiation needs unstinted support of  the 
public for the simple reason that the ultimate outcome of  the negotiation 
has to be welcomed and also owned by the public otherwise one cannot 
expect sustainable peace in our land.

We all know what degree of  ramifications the State Assembly elections 
can impact on its citizens. General elections in Nagaland is due awaiting for 
ECI to announce its schedule any moment from now. The moment election 
schedule is announced, the attention of  the public will be focused on elec-
tion dragging the negotiation to penultimate. Consequently, the cooperation 
of  the public extended to the Working Committee will be jeopardized, the 
unity of  the public on negotiation will be fragmented and the total atmos-
phere of  the State will be placed in haywire. After such devastation, to bring 
the situation to normalcy post election will take time plus the risk of  keep-
ing the society divided with election phobia for a longer period of  time.

In the light of  above, the existing 60 MLAs along with the former legis-
lators adopted a joint resolution on 7.12.2017 to press for political solution 
before election. On the strength of  this, the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
adopted its resolution on 14.12.2017 for the same. Moreover, more than 
40 NGOs including tribal hohos(organisations) gathered on 9.12.2017 at 
Dimapur and unanimously resolved to prefer solution to election. All these 
voices of  the people being raised for one single objective which is none other 
than the desire of  the people to ultimately eradicate chaos and confusion 
and to have lasting peace and progress in our land henceforth. 

The NTC therefore appeals to the esteem authority to kindly appreci-
ate the sentiment of  our people and extend magnanimous support to us 
in refurbishing the State of  Nagaland under your dynamic leadership. The 
NTC therefore urges upon you to kindly defer the election in the State of  
Nagaland so as to pave way for smooth transaction of  the process of  politi-
cal negotiation.

Sd/-
Toniho Yepthomi
President, NTC;
Nribemo Ngullie

General Secretary, NTC
Theja Therieh

Secretary, I&P, NTC

Acaut
 To
The Hon’ble Prime Minister of  India
Lok Kalyan Marg
New Delhi
(Through His Excellency the Governor of  Nagaland)
Sub: Appeal to defer 2018 Assembly election in Nagaland and impose Presi-

dent’s Rule in the State in order to facilitate Indo-Naga Solution at the earliest.
Most Hon’ble Prime Minister,
The ACAUT Nagaland is deeply appreciative of  your sincere desire to resolve 

the Naga political issue; and as such when the BJP came to power in 2014, the Prime 
Minister in all sincerity promised to resolve the issue within 18 months. Another 
of  your great personal initiative was to invite the 6 Naga National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) for talks in 2017. Thus, while keeping the backdrop in mind, the ACAUT 
Nagaland, a people’s movement against corruption and illegal taxations, though ap-
preciative, is however afraid that the much yearned Naga Solution will to continue 
to elude us if  the 2018 State Assembly election is held as scheduled in the month of  
Feb/March: 

• Solution to the 7 decades old Naga political issue is close to settlement. Election 
at this juncture with a duly elected government will consign the peace talks to the 
backburner for years to come. If  elections are held as scheduled, the newly elected 
MLAs cannot be forced to resign (in the next 5 years) to pave way for a future Interim 
Government which would be a necessary condition of  the settlement package nor 
the Assembly liable to be dismissed on settlement grounds which would be uncon-
stitutional. Thus, if  the ECI harps on constitutionality and is allowed to announce 
elections, peace will continue to elude the State. 

• The ACAUT Nagaland is of  the humble opinion that the Hon’ble PM Modiji 
removes inordinate hurdles, such as, the soon to be held Assembly elections, in order 
to allow the Interlocutor to conclude the peace-talks with both the NSCN-IM and the 
NNPGs at the earliest within 2018. As it is, the Indo-Naga peace-talk is into its 21st 
year and decades of  dilly-dallying has destroyed Naga society with the worst affected 
being the common man which this petition cannot adequately cover. There exists 
several ‘governments’ in the State and to perpetuate this condition by holding elec-
tions at this juncture when Solution is around the corner would be extremely unfair. 
It would only end hurting the sentiments of  the Naga people. 

• The people have been given to understand that negotiation between India and 
the parties involved is almost conclusive, if  not, to be concluded within the next sev-
eral months. This has led the present State government to opine time and again that 
election should be deferred in favour of  Solution. 

Thus, the ACAUT Nagaland would like the Hon’ble Prime Minister to consider 
our position and defer elections in Nagaland slated for Feb/March 2018. With the 
term of  the present Assembly ending in March, the GoI may then recommend the 
imposition of  President’s Rule in the State. It is during the period of  President’s Rule 
that your government should be able to complete the negotiation process with the 
NNPGs and the NSCN-IM and finally announce a Naga Settlement. Extraordinary 
times requires extraordinary leadership; and it is during this period that the BJP gov-
ernment should be able to initiate much needed developmental activities in the State 
sorely missing in the last decade or so, thanks to corruption.

That Prime Minister Sir, the favourable political climate of  this country is the 
climate that you’ve created, with you in pole position to settle the Naga issue once 
and for all. And you do have the required numbers in the Lok Sabha to pursue your 
agenda of  Peace. This is a Golden opportunity and an opportune time for both India 
and Nagas to ink a peace-deal under your leadership. But should elections be held in 
Nagaland for the sake of  ‘constitutional process’, circumstances will dictate that the 
yearned Naga Solution should never materialize.

The ACAUT Nagaland is solely guided by the interest of  the Naga people. 
Thanking You,

Joel Naga
Chairman

ACAUT Nagaland;
Mar Longkumer

Spokesperson
ACAUT Nagaland 

Gaon Burrah Federation 
of Nagaland

To 
Shri. Narendra Modi 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of  India, 
New Delhi. 

Through Shri. R.N Ravi. Interlocutor, Government of  India. 
Dated: Monday, the 8th of  January 2018 
Sub: Postponement of  Elections to Nagaland Legislative 

Assembly. 
Most Respectfully, 
We, the Gaon Burrah Federation of  Nagaland (Village 

Chiefs) along with the Nagaland Tribes Council of  Nagaland, 
would like to humbly submit the petition seeking immediate in-
tervention of  your gracious self  to defer/postpone elections to 
Nagaland State Legislative Assembly for the following reasons. 

1.  The Election Commission of  India (ECI) is scheduled 
to announce for elections to Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
by mid January 2018. We fear that conducting elections at this 
juncture will create destabilizing socio-political situations. Pres-
ently, a negotiated political solution to the seven decades Indo-
Naga political issue must be given greater importance over 
normal democratic electoral exercise. Your commitment to 
solve the Naga political issue is being appreciated by the Naga 
populace and keenly observed by the international community. 
Elections in Nagaland at this hour will most likely jeopardize 
your desire to seek enduring peace in Naga homeland. 

2. Sir, We realize that a major step was taken on August 
3, 2015, when you decided to place in records the outcome of  
nearly two decades of  dialogue with the NSCN IM into black 
and white as a frame work agreement. All apprehensions and 
doubts were laid to rest and Naga people’s faith in your  leader-
ship restored when you took a decision to bring all other stake 
holders to the table and have a composite solution process. 
Negotiations began with six armed Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) in November last year. The dialogue with 
NNPGs has the participation of  the entire Naga Fraternity in-
cluding customary bodies and intellectuals, which is reflective 
of  your realistic political philosophy. Now the talks are pro-
gressing at a faster pace, with the Government of  India and the 
NNPGs recognizing each other’s positions. We believe a solu-
tion and a conclusive agreement could be a reality very soon. 

3. Elections bring powerful negative elements together who 
will challenge, disrupt or destroy social and political decorum 
including the present peace process. The Urban Local Body 
election in the state in February 2017 serves as a reference point. 

4. All political parties, Tribal bodies, NGOs and Civil So-
cieties have appealed to the Government of  India to postpone 
elections till solution is arrived at between the Government of  
India and Naga National Political Groups. 

Under your visionary leadership, Nagas have hope in the 
Government of  India to solve the prolonged Naga political is-
sue. Elections will only derail the process and any change in 
the political system through elections will go against the desire 
and aspiration of  the people. Therefore, we request your benign 
leadership to postpone the elections to Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly, till the eagerly awaited negotiated political solution 
and future practical relationship between the Government of  
India and Nagas is agreed upon by the negotiating entities and 
declared by your esteemed office. 

Thanking You Mr. Prime Minister. 
Yours most trusted citizens. 

Mr. Shahlem Konyak, President, NGBF. 
Mr. Silikuto Zalipu, General Secretary, NGBF.

With another New Year graciously granted, I bring 
greetings to one and all. I write this to express my pro-
found gratitude to God Almighty and also appreciation 
for the efforts of  FNR to organize such a gathering at 
this time of  the year when our people’s minds are more 
open, fresh and receptive. What better time is there to 
call for “Healing, Forgiveness and Building of  the Naga 
Future?”

Permit me first to ask a question to every Naga 
soul – Where would we be today had not our ancestors 
launched their first movement? The fate of  all Nagas 
would have been doomed had our forefathers not raised 
their first voice of  identity, freedom and self-determina-
tion at one point of  history.

Ever since then, by the grace of  God, everything 
required for a people’s common political journey was 
done in a timely, fairly and systematic manner, without 
any ill feeling towards other people or nation. We have 
inherited such a fine and beautiful legacy in our vintage 
history. This is all so amazing to our eyes today. The 
way our pioneers projected our case to the world was 
superb and of  the highest  rank and order in a democra-
cy. Talking about them tops of  the joy we have in them 
and the hope out of  them.

Surrounded by big nations with major world reli-

gions plus powerful ethnic people groups on all sides, 
our people could have been easily assimilated in no 
time. Yet something somehow preserved us safe and 
intact. People who brought the Good News (The Gos-
pel) as well as benefits of  modern life were destined 
for some other particular places and peoples. But cir-
cumstances inadvertently made them put their feet on 
our soil accidentally and unintentionally. Somehow, 
the twists and turns of  events and history seemed to 
have worked out all in our favor. Inspite of  so many 
different types of  contacts and encounters, no power 
or government ever dominated or ruled over us, nor 
is there any record and written document or treaty of  
Nagas surrendering to anyone in the past. Such is our 
case.

We are grateful to the American Missionaries as 
well as agencies of  the Great British Empire for all the 
benefits and good things they brought about in response 
to the Nagas assisting them in various manners and ca-
pacities to win both Great world Wars (WWI of  1914-
18 WW II of  1939-1945). Still they owe us an answer 
for remaining silent over the Naga issue. To us it mat-
ters! 

Our history needs no repetition. Everything was 
carried out in a peaceful, democratic and open manner 

on the basis of  the facts of  our history without any ha-
tred towards anyone. All along our way we just wanted 
to be a people and a nation. To that we are all deter-
mined and committed. Following is a reminding list of  
some early important political milestones on the road 
of  our national journey:

1. In 1918, Naga Club was formed.
2. In 1929, on 10th January, Memorandum to Si-

mon Commission was submitted.
3. In 1935, British Parliament Act, Nagas were kept 

as “Excluded Area”.
4. In 1946, Naga National Council (NNC) was 

formed.
5. In 1947, on 14th August , Nagas declared Inde-

pendence.
6. In 1951, on 16th May, Naga Plebiscite carried 

out.
7. In 1952, India’s first General Election totally boy-

cotted by Nagas.
8. In 1953, on 30th March, in a meeting with two 

Prime Ministers (India and Burma) at Kohima, 
Nagas walked out.

9. In 1956, on 22nd March, Federal Government of  
Nagaland (FGN) was formed etc.

All important historical events were carried out by 

NNC with the mandate of  our people. While recogniz-
ing and appreciating the various contributions of  our 
people at different times under different circumstanc-
es towards nation-building, I hope all our people will 
come together again one day for the final settlement 
under N.N.C. I believe Truth is supreme and Truth will 
win ultimately.

On this NAGA DAY of  10th January 2018, I call 
upon today’s generation to reminisce about the signifi-
cance of  past events and not waste away our time and 
energy anymore by blaming others and making inven-
tory of  all the failures and shortcomings of  the past, 
but learn bitter lessons out of  them. All of  us have 
contributed our shares of  mistakes and wrongs that 
have wounded our struggle and our society. We must 
now inspire and help one another to do that which will 
be right for our future. Come to stand unitedly and 
move forward from here. In size and number, bigger 
nations may beat us, but in moral and spirit, we are 
second to none and we remain unbeatable and invinci-
ble. Together we can.

Kuknalim.

Gen (Retd) Thiniselie M. Keyho
President, NNC

Message from Naga National Council on Naga Day

Defer Nagaland Polls to Aid Solution— Civil Society to PM
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NEWS IN BRIEF
6.0  magnitude  quake  hi ts 
Myanmar-India border region
New Delhi, Jan. 7 (PTI): An earthquake measuring 6.0 
on the Richter Scale hit the Myanmar-India (Manipur) 
Border Region this afternoon. According to the National 
Centre for Seismology (NCS), a unit of the Ministry of  
Earth Sciences, the quake occured at 12:17 pm at a depth 
of 35 km. It occured in the Myanmar-India (Manipur) 
Border Region at a latitude of 24.7 N and longitude of  
94.7 E, it said.

Four cricketers arrested for ‘respecting’ 
Pakistan national anthem
Srinagar, Jan. 7 (IANS): Four Kashmiri boys were 
arrested on Sunday in Jammu and Kashmir’s Bandipora 
district for lining up as Pakistan’s national anthem was 
played before the start of a cricket match. After a video 
went viral showing the players’ conduct in Arin village 
before the start of the match, police arrested the four. 
Police said they were looking for the organisers of the 
match who arranged the shooting of the video. In 2016 
also, a video went viral showing local cricketers line up 
to “salute” Pakistan’s national anthem before the start of  
a match in Ganderbal district. Police had arrested some 
of the boys then but they were let off after assurances 
from the parents.

50-year old man run over by train
Phagwara, Jan. 7 (PTI): A 50-year-old man was run over 
by a train here, an official said today. The deceased was 
identified as Parshotam Lal, a resident of Sapror village, 
said Government Railway Police post in- charge Gurbhej 
Singh. Singh said Lal worked as a watchman in his native 
village. His body was found yesterday on a rail track on 
the Phagwara-Chaheru rail section, he said. The body 
was handed over to his family after post-mortem, he said.

Man collapses at BJP office 
allegedly after consuming poison 
Dehradun, Jan. 7 (PTI): A transporter, who claimed 
that he had suffered losses due to demonetisation, today 
collapsed during Uttarakhand Agriculture Minister 
Subodh Uniyal’s Janta Darbar at the BJP office here, 
allegedly after consuming poison. The minister said 
Prakash Pandey, a resident of Nai Colony in Kathgodam, 
stated that he was a transporter and had incurred losses 
in his business due to the notes ban in 2016. The man 
said he was unable to repay loans taken from finance 
companies and had already written to the prime minister, 
the finance minister and the BJP president seeking waiver 
of  the interest on his loans, Uniyal said. The party 
workers rushed him to the ICU of Doon hospital in my 
car,” the minister said. It seems that he had consumed 
poison before coming to the party office, Uniyal told PTI. 
Doctors at the hospital said that Pandey was in a critical 
condition and was kept under observation.

Excise officials injured in attack by 
villagers during raid 
Berhampur (Odisha), Jan. 7 (PTI): Five excise personnel 
were injured in an attack by villagers at Masanibadi 
in Odisha’s Ganjam district when they went there 
to conduct a raid on manufacturers of  illicit country 
liquor, police said. The officials were also confined by 
the villagers yesterday, before police rescued them and 
admitted the five in the community health centre at 
Patrapur. The excise team had not informed police that 
they would be conducting a raid on the tribal-dominated 
village. “We will inquire into the matter and take action 
against the culprits,” said Inspector In-Charge of Jrada 
police station, Bhabani Shankar Khuntia. No one in 
connection with the case has been arrested so far. Excise 
Superintendent (Berhampur) Rajendera Bhotra said 25 
personnel had gone to the village in three vehicles on a 
tip-off, but before they could start the raid, the villagers 
attacked the team. The five officials sustained minor 
injuries, he said. Excise personnel have launched raids on 
units engaged in the manufacture, transport and storage 
of spurious liquor after two persons died consuming illicit 
country liquor in Karadamal village on December 28.

Mercury rises to 6.4 C; fog affects 
train service 
New Delhi, Jan. 7 (PTI): The mercury in the national 
capital rose by a few notches to 6.4 degrees Celsius, a day 
after it had plummeted to the season’s lowest, even as fog 
disrupted rail services. The minimum reading yesterday 
had dropped to 4.2 degrees Celsius. But, sunshine and 
warmth from rise in temperature brought some comfort 
to Delhiites. Due to poor visibility, 28 North-bound 
trains were cancelled, nine rescheduled while 36 were 
running late as of 6 am, a senior railway official said. 
“The minimum temperature at Safdarjung Observatory 
was recorded at 6.4 degrees Celsius, a notch below 
the normal, while the maximum is expected to be 20 
degrees Celsius. “The weather stations at Lodhi Road, 
Palam, Ayanagar and Ridge recorded 5.2, 5.8, 6.7 and 
7.4 degrees Celsius respectively,” a MeT Department 
official said. The visibility recorded early morning was 
400 m and 50 m respectively at Safdarjung and Palam 
Observatories, he said. The relative humidity at 8:30 am 
was 100 per cent. 

Cong attacks Centre after FIR 
filed over Aadhaar data breach 

Akhilesh slams BJP; accuses 
it of ‘befooling’ people 

Modi holds ‘focussed discussions’ 
with police, paramilitary brass 

Punjab begins farm debt 
waiver; farmers, AAP protest

Four weightlifters killed in Delhi in dense fog 

Swaraj meets Singaporean 
counterpart; discusses trade

Pakistan releases 147 Indian 
fishermen in goodwill gesture

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (PTI): The 
Congress today attacked the Cen-
tre after the UIDAI filed an FIR 
with the Delhi Police over a news-
paper report on the breach of  
details of  more than one billion 
Aadhaar cards, accusing Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of being 
“evasive” and shooting the mes-
senger, instead of probing the leak.

Congress’s chief spokesperson 
Randeep Singh Surjewala said 
“every Indian must condemn this 
mindless act” of the government.

UIDAI Deputy Director B M 
Patnaik has informed the police 
that an input was received from 
The Tribune newspaper that it had 
purchased a service being offered 
by anonymous sellers on What-
sApp, that provided unrestricted 
access any of the more than 1 bil-
lion Aadhaar numbers, according 
to the police.

The FIR mentions the names 
of the journalist and the people the 
reporter reached out to purchase 
the Aadhaar data, but they have 
not been shown as accused, the 

police said.
The Congress also raised ques-

tions on the Modi government’s 
“intentions” on privacy issues as 
it referred to former Attorney-
General Mukul Rohatgi reportedly 
saying last year that “no citizen can 
have an absolute right over his/her 
body”. It charged the government 
with being “dismissive and oppres-
sive” instead of being “responsive” 
to issues flagged.

“Intent, & ‘Intentions’ of Modi 
Govt on Privacy were thoroughly 
exposed when it had proclaimed 
that ‘no citizen can have an ab-
solute right over his/her body’,” 
Congress’ chief  spokesperson 
Randeep Singh Surjewala said in 
another tweet.

“In SC, Modi Govt had ac-
cepted Aadhaar data leak! Now 
instead of investigating, an evasive 
Modi ji shoots the messenger!” he 
added.

Addressing a press conference 
here, party spokesperson Shobha 
Oza said the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) filing 

the FIR in connection with the 
report showed the government’s 
“dictatorial mindset”.

She said “from time to time” 
there have been reports about 
Aadhaar data leakage and referred 
to a study by the Bengaluru-based 
organisation - Centre for Internet 
and Society (CIS), which in May 
last year claimed that information 
about 130 million card holders had 
been leaked from four government 
websites.

She alleged that personal infor-
mation of India’s citizens were ex-
posed to hackers everyday and the 
right to privacy was being “mocked 
and flouted with impunity”.

“But the Modi government 
remains immune...the government 
itself  has accepted that there is a 
leakage. But still the government is 
being adamant, which is a matter 
of concern,” Oza said.

Under fire for filing the FIR, 
the UIDAI said it respects free 
speech, including freedom of the 
press, and its police complaint 
should not be viewed as “shooting 

the messenger”.
In a statement, it said that its 

act should not be viewed as one 
targeting the media or a whistle-
blower. Oza also defended senior 
Congress leader P Chidambaram 
for suggesting that the govern-
ment’s “militaristic” approach 
allegedly failed to end militancy in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

I n  a  s e r i e s  o f  t we e t s, 
Chidambaram today suggested 
that the government’s “muscular 
and militaristic approach” had 
failed in Jammu and Kashmir. The 
former Union minister also pitched 
for the government to find out a 
political solution to the Kashmir 
issue, and said former prime minis-
ters AB Vajpayee and Manmohan 
Singh will be remembered for their 
“diligent efforts” to find a solution 
to the issue.

Chidambaram also said that 
the “mandate” of  Dineshwar 
Sharma as Special Representative 
for Kashmir was “not clear”.

Stressing that Kashmir was an 
integral part of India, Oza said the 

state had moved towards normalcy 
during the previous government, 
led by her party. However, she al-
leged, the situation worsened since 
the PDP-BJP government was 
formed in the state and asked the 
saffron party to come clear about it.

“Peace has to be restored in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Citizens of  
Jammu and Kashmir are citizens 
of India... The government has to 
take strict measures to ensure nor-
malcy and peace there,” she said.

Oza also slammed the govern-
ment over Union minister Ramdas 
Athawale saying that Gujarat 
MLA Jignesh Mevani was not 
responsible for the violence in 
Maharashtra’s Bhima-Koregaon 
last week even though an FIR was 
lodged against him for a “provoca-
tive speech”, which led to clashes.

“We have seen them (the rul-
ing BJP) appointing those spitting 
communal venom as chief minis-
ter. But the government (led by the 
BJP) does not shy from lodging 
FIR against innocent people,” she 
added.

Lucknow, Jan. 7 (PTI): Samajwadi 
Party chief  Akhilesh Yadav today ac-
cused the ruling BJP in Uttar Pradesh of  
“befooling people” and said “instead of  
wasting time, the party should demand 
big” from the Centre in its budget.

He said in the coming days he would 
try to establish SP as a “national party” and 
would also take out a “rath yatra”, when 
needed, to strengthen the party.

“The BJP government is only befooling 
people. Instead of wasting time, the party 
should demand big from the Centre for the 
state in its annual budget,” Yadav said, sug-
gesting launch of  a bullet train service to 
Lucknow.

“The same (bullet train) can be run 
alongside Agra- Lucknow expressway,” he 
told reporters here.

Asked about his meeting with like-mind-
ed opposition parties yesterday to discuss the 
EVM issue, Yadav said, “We demand that 
before the Lok Sabha polls, two bye-elections 

of  Gorakhpur and Phulpur be held using 
ballot papers.” 

On possibilities of coalition and alliance 
with other parties in the days to come, he 
said the matter would be discussed with 
other parties.

On his father Mulayam Singh Yadav 
announcing his decision to contest from 
Mainpuri seat, presently held by his kin Tej 
Pratap Yadav, the SP chief said, “The party 
is behind him. He can contest from wherever 
he wants. I know from where Tej Pratap is to 
be asked to contest.” 

Akhilesh Yadav also attacked the BJP for 
not starting distribution of sweaters to chil-
dren during the winter, imposing tickets for 
entry to Janeshwar Mishra park and starting 
toll on Agra expressway.

On the issue of  demonetisation, he 
quipped, “All the corruption has ended. It 
(BJP) should once again initiate demoneti-
sation in the New Year to end the leftover 
corruption.”

Tekanpur (Madhya Pradesh), Jan. 7 
(IANS): Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday held “focussed discussions” re-
garding internal security with heads of state 
police and paramilitary forces here.

After landing in Gwalior, Modi reached 
the venue of  the Annual Conference of  
Director Generals of  Police (DGPs) and 
Inspector Generals of Police (IGPs) at the 
BSF Academy here.

The Prime Minister tweeted that that 
“there were insightful presentations and 
fruitful discussions on aspects relating to 
our security apparatus. There was also a 
presentation on the implementation status 
of decisions taken during the last three years.

“Had focussed discussions with groups 
of officers on specific areas of policing and 
security. I also inaugurated five new build-
ings at the BSF Academy.” 

As per reports, there were presentations 
and discussions on various subjects relating 
to internal security at the meeting. According 
to one account, the Prime Minister’s interac-
tions lasted a total of over nine hours.

The Prime Minister will address the 
valedictory ceremony on Monday afternoon 

before leaving for Delhi.
Earlier, shortly after Modi’s arrival in 

Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that Modi was 
the first Prime Minister to give so much im-
portance to internal security.

Chouhan, after receiving Modi at the 
military air base, told reporters: “Earlier, 
the annual conference of DGPs and IGPs 
would be conducted in New Delhi and the 
Prime Minister would inaugurate the event 
and leave.

This time, the function is being held 
at the Border Security Force Academy in 
Tekanpur where the Prime Minister will be 
present for two days. The country’s internal 
security is very important for him.”

Since Saturday, the three-day function 
of chiefs of state police forces and paramili-
tary forces has been going on in Tekanpur, 
around 400 km from the state capital Bhopal.

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh, 
Union Minister of State for Home Hansraj 
Ahir, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval 
and Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba are 
already in Tekanpur. A total of 205 senior 
police officers are attending the event.

Chandigarh, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Hundreds of  farmers and 
AAP activists protested on 
Sunday at the grain market 
in Mansa town as the Pun-
jab government began a 
farm debt waiver scheme for 
a section of marginal, debt-
ridden farmers in the state.

The farmers, who held 
the protest under the ban-
ner of the Bharatiya Kisan 
Union (BKU), termed the 
scheme as a non-starter.

They said the Congress, 
which had promised com-
plete debt waiver for farmers, 
had gone back on its prom-
ise to waive off the debt of  
cooperative and commercial 
banks, money-lenders and 
financial institutions.

Chief  Minister Ama-
rinder Singh launched the 
scheme, claiming that it will 
benefit a total of  5.63 lakh 
farmers in the initial phase. 
Farmers were issued debt 
waiver certificates on the 
occasion.

Farmers in the agrarian 
state, which ushered in the 
‘Green Revolution’ in 1960s 
to make the country self-
sufficient in food grains, are 

believed to be under a debt 
of over Rs 90,000 crore.

“The loan waiver an-
nounced by the state govern-
ment is all fake. It is peanuts 
compared the the mammoth 
debt of farmers. We will not 
accept this waiver,” BKU 
farmer Kirpal Singh said.

The Punjab Police and 
district authorities did not al-
low the protesting farmers to 
reach the venue of the loan 
waiver event.

Leader of  Opposition 
Sukhpal Singh Khaira and 
Aam Aadmi Party co-
president for Punjab Aman 
Arora started a sit-in protest 
in Mansa town, 185 km 
from here.

“This exercise of  loan 
waiver is a complete sham. 
The farmers of Punjab have 
been cheated in the name of  
waiving off  their debt. We 
have cheques of Rs 7, 10, 12 
and a few hundred rupees 
being issued to farmers. Is 
this the loan waiver that 
the Congress promised?” 
Khaira asked.

The symbolic launch 
event at Mansa witnessed 
disbursement of debt relief  

certificates to the tune of  
Rs 167.39 crore to nearly 
47,000 eligible marginal 
and small farmers, who 
had taken loans from 701 
primary agriculture coop-
erative societies of  Mansa, 
Bathinda, Faridkot, Muktsar 
and Moga districts.

Additional Chief  Sec-
retary (cooperation) D.P. 
Reddy and Additional Chief  
Secretary (Development) 
Viswajeet Khanna said on 
Sunday that the Punjab gov-
ernment had identified 5.63 
lakh farmers, who had taken 
loan of nearly Rs 2,700 crore 
from cooperative institu-
tions, as beneficiaries for 
disbursement of  the debt 
waiver certificates in the first 
of the four planned phases 
for completion of the entire 
process.

Under the scheme noti-
fied, marginal farmers hav-
ing land holdings of  less 
than 2.5 acres and small 
farmers having land less 
than 5 acres, who have taken 
loan up to Rs 2 lakh, would 
be provided debt relief by the 
financially starved Punjab 
government.

New Delhi, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Four national-level weight-
lifters were killed and two 
others, including a world 
champion, were seriously 
injured when the car in 
which they were travelling 
met with an accident here in 
dense fog early on Sunday, 
police said.

The accident took place 
at around 4 a.m. near Ali-
pur village, close to Delhi’s 
Singhu border with Harya-
na. The victims were on the 
Delhi-Panipat highway in a 
Swift Dzire car which police 
believe was being driven at 
high speed although fog had 
drastically reduced visibility. 

A Delhi Police offi-
cial identified the dead as 
Tikamchand, 27, Yogesh, 
24, Harish Roy, 20, and 
Saurabh, 18. They were tak-
en to Raja Harish Chandra 
Hospital in Narela here and 
declared dead by doctors, 
the police officer told IANS.

Saksham Yadav, 28, 
who won a gold medal 
in the 2017 weightlifting 
championship for India, 
was seriously injured along 
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Indian fishermen arrive at a railway station to depart for their 
homeland, in Karachi, Pakistan, Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018.
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 People looking at the wreckage of the car that met with an accident 
near Alipur village of the Delhi on early Sunday morning.

Singapore, Jan. 7 (PTI): External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj today 
met with her Singaporean counterpart 
Dr Vivian Balakrishnan here and dis-
cussed bilateral and multilateral issues 
relating to the economic and strategic 
partnership, officials said.

The two leaders also discussed the 
enormous potential for cooperation 
between ASEAN and India, officials 
said. They had discussions on bilat-
eral and multilateral issues relating 
to the economic and strategic part-
nership, External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said 
in a tweet.

Swaraj addressed the Indian di-
aspora at the ASEAN-India Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) during which 
she reaffirmed India’s commitment to 
ASEAN. She also met delegates from 
the ASEAN countries attending the 
PBD.

Balakrishnan said that the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) between ASEAN and six of  
its key partners including India is a his-
toric opportunity to set up the world’s 
largest trade bloc.

If  it comes to fruition, the RCEP 
would cover half of the world’s popu-
lation and a third of its gross domestic 
product, he said.

“Economic integration is not just a 
mantra, but it is crucial for the mutual 
prosperity of the citizens of India and 
of ASEAN,” Balakrishnan told some 
3,000 Indian delegates.

He pointed out that the potential 
was still untapped.

“There is a huge potential for 
growth in trade, tourism and many oth-
er fields (between India and ASEAN),” 
he said.

To grow ASEAN’s ties with India, 
Balakrishnan suggested more afford-
able flights, to encourage more busi-
nessmen and tourists to travel.

Smart cities in India and ASEAN 
could also connect with each other, the 

minister said. He also called for better 
digital connectivity.

Earlier today, Swaraj said that 
India’s dialogue partnership with 
ASEAN has evolved into a strategic 
partnership and the Indian diaspora 
provides a platform for stronger ties 
with the grouping.

ASEAN, which comprises Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam, is India’s fourth 
largest trading partner, accounting for 
10.2 per cent of India’s total trade.

India is ASEAN’s seventh largest 
trading partner. Trade is back on track 
and registered an eight per cent increase 
in 2016-17, as compared to the previ-
ous year.

New Delhi will host a commem-
orative summit on January 25 to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the Dia-
logue Partnership between India and 
ASEAN in which all the leaders of the 
bloc are expected to participate.

Islamabad, Jan. 7 (PTI): 
Pakistan today freed 147 
Indian fishermen who were 
imprisoned in Karachi eight 
months ago for allegedly 
fishing in its territorial wa-
ters, according to a media 
report.

Police in Islamabad con-
firmed that the fishermen 
were released in Karachi 
in a “goodwill gesture”. 
They will be taken to La-
hore and handed over to 
Indian officials tomorrow at 
the Wagah border, a senior 

police official said.  Their 
release follows a December 
announcement by Pakistan 
Foreign Office spokesman 
Mohammad Faisal that 
nearly 300 Indian fishermen 
would be freed in two phases 
till January 8.

On December 28, Pa-
kistan had released the first 
batch of 145 Indian fisher-
men, who were held there 
on similar charges.

The process for return-
ing the 147 fishermen has 
been initiated, as they were 
set to travel to Lahore this af-
ternoon on the Allama Iqbal 
Express from the Karachi 
Cantonment railway station, 
the Dawn reported.

From Lahore, the fisher-
men will cross the Wagah 
border and return home, 

the report quoted Karachi’s 
Malir jail officials as saying.

They said the travel ex-
penses of the fishermen were 
being borne by the Edhi 
Foundation, a Pakistan-
based not-for-profit welfare 
organisation.

“Some 262 Indian fish-
ermen remain imprisoned at 
Malir jail still,” jail superin-
tendent Hassan Sehto said.

Owing to prolonged bu-
reaucratic and legal proce-
dures, the fishermen usually 
languish in jail for several 
months. 

A number of  non-gov-
ernmental organisations 
in both India and Pakistan 
have raised the issue, press-
ing their governments to 
release arrested fishermen 
without much delay.

with another weightlifter, 
Rohit, 19, a police official 
said.

These two were rushed 
to Max Hospital in Delhi’s 
Shalimar Bagh. Yadav was 
later shifted to the trauma 
centre of  the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences, 
where his condition was 
said to be “extremely criti-
cal”. “Saksham’s condition 
is extremely critical as he 

has severe head injuries. He 
has internal bleeding in the 
head,” said a senior doctor 
at AIIMS.

The car, according to 
the official, first hit a divider 
and then crashed into an 
electricity pole. Due to the 
impact of  the crash, the 
car’s roof was blown away.  
The accident took place 
when the weightlifters were 
returning to Delhi.



Riyadh, Jan. 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Eleven Saudi princes face 
trial after their arrest at a sit-
in protesting having to pay 
their utility bills, authorities 
said today, as the monarchy 
pursues reforms amid hefty 
debt and high unemploy-
ment.

Saudi Arabia’s attor-
ney general said “no one 
is above the law” after the 
princes were detained out-
side a palace in Riyadh, 
where they had gathered 
last week to demonstrate 
against a government de-
cision to stop paying the 
water and electricity bills 
of royals.

They also demanded 
compensation for a death 
sentence issued against one 
of  their cousins, convicted 
of murder and executed in 
2016, attorney general Saud 
al-Mojeb said.

They have been charged 
on “a number of  counts” 
and are being held at the 
maximum security Al-Hay-
er prison south of  Riyadh, 
he said.

“A group of 11 princes 
staged a sit-in at the historic 
Qasr Al-Hokm palace on 
Thursday... objecting a re-
cent royal order that halted 
payments by the state to 
members of the royal fam-
ily to cover their electricity 
and water utility bills,” the 
attorney general said.

“Despite  being in-
formed that their demands 
are not lawful, the 11 princ-
es refused to leave the area, 
disrupting public peace and 
order”.

The names of  the 11 
princes have not been made 
public.

Saudi Arabia is in the 
midst of a political and eco-
nomic shake-up, marked by 
the sudden appointment of  
the king’s son Mohammed 
bin Salman as crown prince 
in June.

Prince Mohammed, 
who sidelined his cousin as 
heir to the throne, has since 
consolidated his grip on 
the kingdom’s economy in 
a meteoric rise in the royal 
court.

The recent arrests come 
amid a string of  govern-

ment spending cuts as Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s largest 
producer of  oil, pushes to 
diversify its economy fol-
lowing the 2014 drop in 
global oil prices.

The country plans to 
slash its generous welfare 
programme and open en-
ergy giant Saudi Aramco to 
partial privatisation.

The measures have been 
linked to rising tension 
within the royal Al-Saud 
family which counts thou-
sands of  members -- only 
a handful of  whom wield 
direct influence over the 
kingdom.

The economic overhaul 
has been linked to the arrest 
of more than 200 princes in 
an anti-corruption purge in 
November spearheaded by 
Prince Mohammed.

Most of those detained 
were held at the palatial 
Ritz- Carlton hotel in Riy-
adh, which has turned into 
a luxury prison. Some have 
since reached settlements 
with the government.

On January 1, Saudi 
Arabia also hiked gasoline 
and fuel prices and imposed 
a five percent value-added 
tax on most goods and serv-
ices, ending its decades-long 
tax-free policy.

Income remains tax ex-
empt.

The Gulf  kingdom has 
also intensified efforts to 
boost employment of  its 
own citizens. Most work-
ing Saudis are employed by 
the state.

King Salman yesterday 
announced a string of ben-
efits for Saudi citizens, par-
ticularly students, military 
personnel and public serv-
ants, to “soften the impact 
of  the economic reforms” 
in the coming year. 

Saudi Arabia’s informa-
tion minister on Sunday 
said the handouts would 
cost the government up to 
80 billion riyals (USD 13.3 
billion, 11 billion euros) in 
2018. 

The unemployment rate 
among Saudis aged 15 to 
24 stood at 32.6 per cent 
last year, according to the 
International Labour Or-
ganisation.

Shah Alam, Jan. 7 (PTI/AFP): Ma-
laysia’s veteran ex-leader Mahathir 
Mohamad was named as the oppo-
sition’s prime ministerial candidate 
today as a bruising election battle 
looms against scandal-plagued pre-
mier Najib Razak and his long-ruling 
coalition.

The decision means the 92-year-
old, a hugely divisive figure criticised 
for ruling with an iron fist during his 
long reign, could return as premier 15 
years after stepping down.

But he also agreed to make way for 
jailed opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim 
-- his former nemesis turned political 
ally -- to become prime minister on his 
release from prison if Anwar is granted 
a royal pardon.

Mahathir’s ascent to opposition 
prime ministerial candidate is the latest 
sign of  how dramatically Malaysia’s 
political landscape has been shaken up 
by a massive financial scandal that has 
rocked Najib’s government.

Mahathir came out of retirement to 
take on Najib as anger mounted at al-
legations billions of dollars were looted 
from a state investment fund, 1MDB, 
founded by the current premier.

Both Najib, whose United Malays 
National Organisation (UMNO) has 
led the country in a coalition since in-
dependence in 1957, and the fund deny 
any wrongdoing.

The elections must be called by Au-
gust but speculation is mounting they 
will be held in the next few months.

The decision to pick Mahathir as 
candidate for premier was endorsed 
by senior leaders of  four-party coali-
tion Pact of Hope at their convention 
in Shah Alam, just outside Kuala 
Lumpur, to rousing cheers by hundreds 
of supporters.

“Our great focus is to save our be-
loved country,” Mahathir, who ruled 
the country for 22 years at the head of  
the UMNO, said in a speech.

“It wasn’t easy for the parties that 
were my enemies before to accept me 
-- but they are aware of the importance 
of bringing down the current govern-
ment.” 

People’s Justice Party president 
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, Anwar’s 

wife, was named as deputy prime min-
ister candidate.

The coalition will be hoping that 
Mahathir, who has set up his own party 
to take on Najib, will be able to attract 
votes of  from Muslim Malays, who 
make up about 60 per cent of the popu-
lation. But most analysts think that the 
ruling coalition will win as the system 
is greatly stacked in their favour, the 
economy has performed well recently 
and the opposition has often appeared 
disunited.

Anwar, jailed after being convicted 
of  sodomy, will be released on June 
8, reports said today, but he will be 
barred from politics for five years unless 
granted a royal pardon.

Beijing, Jan. 7 (PTI): 
Thirty-two crew members, 
mostly Iranians, have gone 
missing after a tanker car-
rying oil from Iran to South 
Korea collided with a cargo 
ship and caught fire off the 
coast of east China.

The Panama-registered 
oil tanker, carrying 136,000 
tonnes of  oil condensate, 
was ablaze after it collided 
with a Hong Kong-reg-
istered bulk freighter at 
around 8 pm yesterday, 
leaving its crew of  30 Irani-
ans and two Bangladeshis 
missing, China’s transport 
ministry said in a state-

ment.
The accident happened 

about 160 nautical miles east 
of Shanghai.

All 21 Chinese crew 
members on the bulk freight-
er have been rescued.

The 274-meter-long oil 
tanker SANCHI, owned by 
an Iranian shipping com-
pany, was heading to South 
Korea with its cargo.

It caught fire after the 
collision and was still ablaze, 
state-run Xinhua news agen-
cy quoted the ministry as 
saying. 

The ministry said oil 
spilled into the sea, but did 

not specify the area of con-
tamination.

“The Sanchi is still float-
ing and continues to burn, 
there is oil on the sea surface; 
search and rescue operations 
are rushing and underway,” 
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The 225-meter-long sec-
ond vessel CF CRYSTAL, 
carrying 64,000 tonnes of  
grain, was partly damaged 
in the collision.

It is owned by a Chinese 
shipping company and was 
travelling from the Unit-
ed States to Guangdong, 
China.

Chinese maritime au-
thorities have sent eight ships 
for the search and rescue 
operation and South Ko-
rea has sent a plane and a 
3,000-tonne coastguard ship 
to help.

Chinese maritime au-
thorities have dispatched 
eight vessels, including three 
specialised cleansing vessels, 
for search and rescue. 

After coordination by 
the China Maritime Search 
and Rescue Centre, South 
Korea dispatched a coast 
guard ship and a fixed-wing 
aircraft to assist in the search 
and rescue operation.

Tehran, Jan. 7 (IANS): At 
least 51 people have been 
injured by a magnitude 5.1 
earthquake in the western 
Iranian province of  Ker-
manshah, which had pre-
viously been struck by a 
deadly earthquake in late 
2017, local authorities said 
on Sunday.

The Director General 
of  Kermanshah’s crisis 
management office, Reza 
Mahmoudian, said 42 peo-
ple were injured in the city 
of  Sarpol-e Zahab, with 
another nine wounded in 

the city of  Gilan-e Gharb. 
No fatalities had been re-
ported yet, Efe news agency 
reported.

“Rescue and relief teams 
were immediately radioed 
to be on-site,” the state-run 
IRNA cited Mahmoudian 
as saying. 

Sarpol-e Zahab was the 
same city in which 559 peo-
ple lost their lives in a magni-
tude 7.3 earthquake that hit 
the province on November 
12, 2017.

Some of  the buildings 
damaged by last year’s earth-

quake were totally destroyed 
on Saturday, Mahmoudian 
added.

Saturday’s earthquake 
occurred at 3.25 p.m., with 
the epicentre located seven 
km from Sarpol-e Zahab 
at a depth of  eight km, 
according to Iran’s Seismo-
logical Centre.

Casualties from Novem-
ber’s earthquake totalled 
620 killed and thousands 
wounded, with numerous 
aftershocks continuing for 
days after the initial seismic 
activity.

Cox’s Bazar, Jan. 7 (PTI/AFP): Hindu 
farmer Surodhon Pal has packed his 
bags, eager to return to Myanmar after 
fleeing for Bangladesh during a wave of  
violence last year, but he is in a tiny mi-
nority -- most of the refugees are terrified 
of going home.

Bangladesh wants the more than 
655,000 refugees who have flooded into 
the country since late August to start 
returning to Myanmar by the end of this 
month under a controversial agreement 
between the two nations.

The vast majority are Rohingya 
Muslims who have faced decades of  
persecution in Myanmar, which sees 
them as illegal immigrants, even though 
many have lived there for generations.

They say they would rather stay in 
the squalid camps in Bangladesh than re-
turn to the scene of violence the US and 
the United Nations have said amounts 
to ethnic cleansing.

But a small community of Hindus 
who lived alongside the Rohingya in 

Myanmar’s Rakhine state and were 
caught up in the turmoil say they do 
want to return.

“The Bangladeshi government and 
the UN looked after us well, but now we 
have prepared our bags and are ready to 
return to our country.” 

Last month Dhaka sent a list of  
100,000 refugees to Myanmar au-
thorities for repatriation after the two 
governments signed an agreement in 
November for the process to begin on 
January 23.

But rights groups and the United 
Nations say no one should be repatriated 
against their will and so far only around 
500 Hindu refugees have expressed will-
ingness to go.

Modhuram Pal, a 35-year-old com-
munity leader, said some 50 Hindus had 
already returned to Rakhine where they 
were welcomed by Myanmar security 
forces.

Hindus who fled the area have told 
AFP that masked men stormed into 

their community and hacked victims to 
death with machetes before dumping 
them into freshly-dug pits.

Myanmar’s military alleges the 
Arakan Rohingya Solidarity Army 
(ARSA) carried out the massacre on 
August 25, the same day the rebel group 
staged deadly raids on police posts that 
sparked a military backlash. At least 45 
bodies have been found in mass graves.

The ARSA has denied the allega-
tions, saying it does not target civilians.

But Pal and his fellow Hindu refu-
gees say they will only go back if they are 
rehoused away from their former villages 
in Rakhine.

Monubala, a Hindu woman who 
like many of the refugees goes by one 
name, told AFP masked men dressed 
in black had attacked her village near 
Kha Maung Seik, where the massacre 
occurred.

Doctors without Borders estimates 
that thousands were killed in the vio-
lence that hit Rakhine in late August.

Seoul, Jan. 7 (IANS): North 
and South Korea have agreed 
on the composition of  the 
delegations which will par-
ticipate in the first high-level 
meeting on Tuesday between 
the two countries after over 
two years, the Unification 
Ministry said here on Sunday.

Pyongyang informed 
Seoul of its five-member del-
egation earlier in the day, 
which will be led by Ri Son-

gwon, head of his country’s 
Committee for the Peace-
ful Reunification of  Korea 
(CPRK), reports Efe news.

On Saturday, Seoul had 
proposed a delegation led 
by Unification Minister Cho 
Myoung-gyon and four other 
members.

On January 5, Pyongyang 
accepted Seoul’s proposal of  
holding the meeting in Pan-
munjom on to discuss send-

ing North Korean athletes 
to the Winter Olympics, to 
be held in the South Korea’s 
Pyeongchang county in Feb-
ruary, as well as discussing 
a general improvement in 
relations. The decision came 
after North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un expressed a 
desire for rapprochement 
with the South and to send 
a delegation to participate 
in the Pyeongchang games, 

making Seoul and Wash-
ington postpone their an-
nual joint military drill. 
North Korea’s participation 
in Pyeongchang and a rap-
prochement between the 
two Koreas could contribute 
to easing regional tensions 
caused by Pyongyang’s con-
sistent ballistic weapons tests 
and US President Donald 
Trump’s belligerent rhetoric 
throughout 2017. 

Tehran, Jan. 7 (PTI/AFP): The Iranian parliament held 
a closed-door meeting today to discuss the deadly protests 
that hit the country last week, while more pro-regime ral-
lies were held in several cities.

Lawmakers interrogated Interior Minister Abdolrah-
mani Rahmani Fazli, Intelligence Minister Mahmoud 
Alavi and secretary of the Supreme National Security 
Council Ali Shamkhani, parliament’s ICANA website 
reported.

Some voiced concern over the internet controls put 
in place during the unrest, including a ban on Iran’s most 
popular messaging app, Telegram, which officials said had 
been used to incite violence.

“The parliament is not in favour of keeping Telegram 
filtering in place, but it must pledge that it will not be used 
as a tool by the enemies of the Iranian people,” Behrouz 
Nemati, spokesman for the parliament’s presiding board, 
wrote on Instagram, which was also temporarily blocked 
during the unrest.

Many Iranians use Telegram as their main source of  
news and a way of bypassing the highly restrictive state 
media, with almost a third of Iran’s 80 million people 
using the app daily.

Some 9,000 online businesses have been disrupted by 
the blocking, semi-official news agency ISNA reported, 
quoting a report by the culture ministry’s digital media 
centre.

The protests began on December 28 over economic 
issues before quickly spiralling out of control and turn-
ing against the regime as a whole, leaving 21 dead and 
hundreds arrested.

Pro-government rallies were again held in several cities 
today, this time in Qazvin, Rasht, Shahr-e Kurd and Yazd.

Tens of  thousands of  people have participated in 
similar rallies in the past few days.

The rallies are “the people’s response to the rioters and 
troublemakers and their supporters,” said state television. 

It also repeated official claims that the unrest was or-
chestrated by the United States, Israel and Saudi Arabia 
with the complicity of “anti-revolutionary” groups.

Beijing, Jan. 7 (IANS): Chinese 
authorities will move millions of  
people from their homes across 
the country as part of President Xi 
Jinpings goal of eradicating extreme 
poverty by 2020, a media report said 
on Sunday.

Over the next three years, Xi’s 
anti-poverty crusade, which the 
President has declared one of the 
key themes of his second five-year 
term, will see marginalised rural 
dwellers resettled in new, govern-
ment-subsidised homes, the Guard-
ian report said.

A total of 9.81 million people 

are set to be moved between 2016 
and 2020 across the 22 provinces. 

Some will be being moved to 
distant urban housing estates, oth-
ers just to slightly less remote or 
unforgiving rural locations, the 
report said. 

By 2020, Beijing hopes to have 
helped 30 million people rise above 
its official poverty line.

China’s economic ascent has 
helped hundreds of  millions lift 
themselves from poverty since the 
1980s but in 2016 at least 5.7 per 
cent of  its rural population still 
lived in poverty, according to a lat-

est UN report, with that number 
rising to as much as 10 per cent in 
some western regions and 12 per 
cent among some ethnic minori-
ties.

Last year, Guizhou, China’s 
most deprived province, was aiming 
to move about 750,000 people to 
about 3,600 new locations. 

More than 1 million people 
were set to be moved in Gansu, 
Sichuan and Guangxi while Yun-
nan province hoped to move about 
677,000 people to nearly 2,800 new 
villages.

Mark Wang, a University of  

Melbourne scholar who studies 
Beijing’s use of  resettlements to 
fight poverty, attributed Xi’s focus 
on the issue partly to the seven years 
he spent in the countryside during 
Mao’s Cultural Revolution, the 
Guardian reported.

Wang claimed those years of  
rural hardship continued to shape 
Xi’s political priorities: “From 
the bottom of his heart he knows 
the Chinese farmers … He un-
derstands what they want... He 
even knows the dirty language the 
people use in the fields when they 
are farming.”

9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur,  Monday, January 8, 2018

Mahathir Mohamad. (AP File Photo)

News IN BrIef
May to reshuffle cabinet on Monday
London, Jan. 7 (IANS): British Prime Minister Theresa 
May will reshuffle her cabinet on Monday, with junior 
ministerial jobs being reassigned on Tuesday, a media 
report said. The reshuffle comes after two resignations 
and one sacking from the Prime Minister’s cabinet in the 
last two months, reports the BBC. Michael Fallon was 
the first to resign from his post of Defence Secretary in 
November 2017 amid allegations around his conduct. 
One week later, Priti Patel quit her job as International 
Development Secretary, after a row over unauthorised 
meetings with Israeli officials. First Secretary of State 
Damian Green - one of  May’s closest allies - was 
then fired from his position in December after making 
“misleading statements” to the press about pornography 
found on his office computer in 2008.

Trump says willing to speak to 
Kim Jong-un
Washington, Jan. 7 (IANS): US President Donald 
Trump has said that he was willing to speak to North 
Korean’ Kim Jong-un. Asked at a news conference on 
Saturday at Camp David (Trump’s country retreat in 
Maryland) whether he would be interested in speaking 
to Kim, the President said that he always believed in 
dialogue, reports Efe news. “Our stance, you know 
what it is. We’re very firm,” Trump said. “But I would 
be... absolutely, I would do that (speak with Kim). No 
problem with that, at all.” But when asked whether he 
would sit down to negotiate with the North Korean 
leader with no prerequisites, Trump said “that’s not 
what I said, at all”. “Look, right now they’re talking 
Olympics,” Trump said of  North Korea and South 
Korea over the upcoming Pyongchang Winter Olympics. 

Cold wave kills nine in Nepal
Kathmandu, Jan. 7 (IANS): At least nine people were 
killed due to an intense cold wave in Nepal’s Terai 
region, authorities said. Six people died of  freezing 
cold in Saptari district and three in Rautahat district, 
Xinhua news agency reported on Sunday. The cold wave 
has badly affected daily lives, halting regular activities 
including closure of the educational institutions.

Sydney records hottest day after 
80 years
Sydney, Jan. 7 (IANS): The city of Sydney recorded 
its hottest day on Sunday with the mercury hitting 
47.3 degrees Celsius after almost 80 years, according to 
Australian weather authorities. Much of Sydney reached 
its peak temperature at about 3 p.m., with the city’s west 
bearing the brunt of  the heat, reports the Guardian. 
Richmond reached 46.3 degrees Celsius just after 2.30 
p.m., while the temperature in Bankstown exceeded 45 
degrees Celsius. A severe fire danger rating was issued 
for the greater Sydney regiony, while much of the rest 
of the state has a “very high” rating. Total fire bans are 
in place for Sydney and the Hunter region. The Bureau 
of Meteorology said cooler conditions were expected to 
reach coastal areas later in the day.

US arrivals in Cuba triple in 2017
Havana, Jan. 7 (IANS): US tourism to Cuba grew 
nearly threefold in 2017 over the previous year, mainly 
due to relaxation of travel ban. Cuba registered a total of  
1,173,428 US arrivals last year, a 191-per cent increase 
over 2016, Josefina Vidal, general director of  the US 
division of Cuba’s Foreign Ministry said on Saturday. 
The figure includes both US citizens, whose arrival 
saw a 217.4-per cent increase, and Cubans residing in 
America, which grew 137.8-per cent year-over-year, 
reports Xinhua news agency. Vidal helped negotiate the 
restoration of diplomatic ties between the two former 
Cold War foes in July 2015, which led to a relaxation 
in travel restrictions barring US citizens from access to 
Cuba. Analysts note that while American tourism picked 
up considerably following the thaw in bilateral ties under 
former US President Barack Obama, the trend may not 
hold as the administration of  Donald Trump works 
to scale back the rapprochement and re-impose travel 
restrictions.

Islamabad to continue engagement 
with Washington— Pakistan official
Islamabad, Jan. 7 (IANS): Pakistan Foreign Se cre tary 
Tehmina Janjua has said that the country will continue 
to have engagement, as far as possible, with the US 
because America is not only a global power but also 
has its presence in the region, and “for us its almost our 
neighbour”. Delivering a lecture on ‘Pakistan’s Foreign 
Policy Issues’ at the Institute of Business Administration 
(IBA) in Karachi on Saturday, she said: “We need to 
continue to have a measured response to all the rhetoric 
coming out of the US,” reports Dawn news. In reply to 
a question, Janjua said US President Donald Trump’s 
tweet on January 1 could be well thought out or he was 
just being his impulsive self, or it could be a result of any 
other reason such as the fact that the US was not doing 
well in Afghanistan.

Two hurt  in blast  outside 
Stockholm area metro
Stockholm, Jan. 7 (PTI/AFP): One person was 
seriously injured and another slightly hurt today in a 
blast outside a metro station in a Stockholm suburb, 
police said. A man in his 60s was badly injured when 
“according to witnesses he picked up an object off  the 
ground which promptly exploded,” police spokesman 
Sven-Erik Olsson told AFP. A woman aged 45 was also 
hurt, police said. The blast occurred mid-morning at the 
Varby gard station in Huddinge, a southern suburb of  
the Swedish capital. Police cordoned off  the station and 
the square where the blast happened as the bomb squad 
moved in to investigate. The Expressen and Aftonbladet 
newspapers said the device was a hand grenade.

Saudi princes arrested 
for sit-in against 
having to pay utilities 

Malaysia’s Mahathir named 
opposition PM candidate

32 missing as oil tanker collides with vessel off China coast

Magnitude 5.1 earthquake hits western Iran

Hindu refugees eagerly await return to Myanmar

Seoul, Pyongyang finalise delegations for bilateral meet

Iran parliament holds 
special meeting on protests

Malaysia’s opposition coalition on Sun. named 92-year old 
former premier Mahathir Mohamad as its prime ministerial 
candidate for a general election that must be called by Aug.

China to move millions from homes to eradicate poverty
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‘Everybody’s comfortable’ with 
‘The Big Bang Theory’ ending
Actor Johnny Galecki says everybody’s very comfortable with “The Big 
Bang Theory” concluding after 12 seasons. During an appearance at the 
Television Critics Association winter press tour in Pasadena, California 
on Saturday, Galecki told reporters that the popular sitcom was most 
likely going to end in season 12, reports people.com. “The only 
manner in which the cast has discussed wrapping (‘The Big 
Bang Theory’) has been that we are all going to be very sad 
when that day comes,” said Galecki.  The show, which is 
currently in the middle of it’s 11th season, also stars Jim 
Parsons, Kaley Cuoco and Mayim Bialik. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320HILL STAR 

12.30 pm 8 pm: Tiger 
Zinda Hai (Hindi) 4 pm: Jumanji (Eng) 2D

6 pm: Insidious (Eng) 2D 
Horror

Movie Schedule

G
reen Day’s Billie 
Joe Armstrong 
has lashed out at 
a Donald Trump-
supporting fan on 

his Instagram feed.
The vocalist and guitarist 

posted an image of the US presi-
dent’s recent tweet, where Trump 
boasted that he had a “bigger and 
more powerful” nuclear button 
than North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un.

Armstrong said: “This isn’t 
funny. This is our president 
acting like a madman, drunk 
on power threatening to kill in-
nocent starving people by way of  

nuclear war.
 “The 25th amendment needs 

to be enforced. This man is sick 
and unfit for office. I don’t care if  
your liberal or conservative, this 
has to stop.”

Alternative Nation report 
that when one fan said that 
“people have the right to support 
Trump,” Armstrong shot back: 
“Well then go fuck yourself you 
stupid piece of shit.”

He added: “If that’s the way 
you feel about mass destruction 
and murder then fuck off. Stay 
the fuck off my Instagram and 
don’t come back. Don’t listen to 
my fucking records.

 “I have no problem telling 
ignorant fucks like you to go 
to hell. That goes for any other 
stupid fucks that think this behav-
iour should normalised. Get the 
fuck out!” 

Armstrong has been a vocal 
critic of Trump since the busi-
ness mogul won the US presiden-
tial election. During the band’s 
performance of Revolution 
Radio track Bang Bang at 
the 2016 American Music 
Awards, Green Day broke 
into a repeated chant of  
“No Trump, No KKK, No 
fascist USA.”

teamrock.com

Green Day’s Billie 
Joe Armstrong slams 
Trump-supporting fan

Penelope Cruz doesn’t own a TV

Sanjay Dutt’s ‘hard time’ 
dealing with drug addiction

Spears’ former 
house in Calabasas 
sold for $8.1 mn

Jerry Van 
Dyke dead

Brad Pitt bid $120,000 
to watch ‘GoT’ with Clarke

The actress doesn’t have a TV in her house 
because she doesn’t want her children to 

grow up in front of the screen.

T
he ‘Murder on the Orient 
Express’ actress - who has son 
Leo, six, and daughter Luna, 
four, with husband Javier 
Bardem - worries that kids are 

exposed to too much screen time without 
any restrictions and doesn’t want her own 
children growing up unable to 

communicate 
with one 

anoth-
er.

She said: “It worries me when I see 
a group of children who are 11 or 12 to-
gether [on their phones] and they don’t talk 
to each other, they don’t look each other in 
the eyes.

“I worry for the future generations of  
children that spend hours every day on 
video games or television or they are given 
a phone at 11 or access to the internet and 
no control of the time of using it.

“In my house, there is no TV. There are 
no video games.

“I just want [my kids] to experience 
nature, to experience a rhythm that is 
healthier for the development of children. 
But that’s just my way of doing.”

However, that doesn’t mean she stops 
her children viewing anything or ever using 
electronic devices such as iPads.

She added: “I think you have to be so 
careful with any child. Their brains are 
forming. They are not supposed to see 
material they are not ready to digest 
yet but I don’t have anything against a 
few minutes of a cartoon that is age 
appropriate.”

The 43-year-old actress admits 
she has always been a worrier, but 
her fears have changed since she 

had children.
She said: “When you 

become a mother, 
you worry 

about different 
things, but 
it’s a substi-
tution of  
worries.”

female-
first.co.uk

F
ilmmaker Mahesh Bhatt says 
actor Sanjay Dutt had a really 
hard time dealing with his ad-
diction to heroin.

“Sanjay Dutt had a really 
hard time dealing with his addiction. It 
went to a point where his first thought in 
the morning was about heroin. Hear me 
and Pooja Bhatt (daughter and actress-film-
maker) talk about substance abuse only on 
‘Bhatt Naturally’ (radio show),” Mahesh 
tweeted on Sunday. 

Sanjay has worked with Vishesh Films, 
which is co-owned by Mahesh, for films 
like “Kabzaa”, “Sadak” and “Dushman”. 

Last year, Pooja said “Sadak 2”, the 
sequel of her 1991 hit film “Sadak”, is in 
the works. 

“We are making ‘Sadak 2’ in which we 
are showing Sanjay Dutt in his true and 
present time, so we are dealing with issue 
of depression in that film but we are mak-
ing a commercial film,” she had said.

IANS

S
inger Britney Spears’ former house in Calabasas, 
California, was sold for $8.1 million -- the most 
expensive sold in the exclusive enclave in 2017.

The pop star never actually owned the 
property, instead leasing the estate, which boasts 

10,000 square feet of living space, a two-storey library and 
a glass-bottom swimming pool, reports people.com.

The seller was producer David Broome, who pur-
chased the estate in 2013 for about $5.4 million, according 
to the Los Angeles Times. 

Isadora and Tomer Fridman -- who also work with 
several of the Calabasas-based Kardashian-Jenner family 
members -- co-listed the property with several other Com-
pass agents and Hilton & Hyland.

The second most expensive home in the enclave also 
has celebrity ties. The 15,000-square-foot-spread belongs to 
20-year-old YouTuber Jake Paul. He purchased the estate 
for $6.9 million in October.

IANS

C
omedian-
actor Jerry Van 
Dyke, a four-
time Emmy 
nominee, is no 

more. He was 86.
Jerry’s wife Shirley told 

tmz.com that he died on 
Friday afternoon at their 
Arkansas ranch with her by 
his side. She said they were 
involved in a car accident 
over two years ago and 
Jerry’s health had deterio-
rated since then.

His elder brother and 
actor Dick Van Dyke vis-
ited them over the Christ-
mas holiday.

Jerry pursued stand-
up as a young man and 
performed at military bases 
around the world. 

He made his acting 
debut on “The Dick Van 
Dyke” show in 1960s 
and followed that up with 
appearances on “The Ed 
Sullivan Show” before be-
coming a regular on “The 
Judy Garland Show”.

Jerry is best known 
for his role on “Coach”. 
He earned four Emmy 
nominations for playing 
Assistant Coach Luther 
Van Dam on the show. 

He also had major roles 
on “Yes, Dear” and “The 
Middle”. He is survived by 
his wife and two children. 

IANS

A
ctor-producer Brad 
Pitt offered to pay 
$120,000 to watch an 
episode of  “Game 
of  Thrones” with 

Emilia Clarke, but he was outbid.
Pitt bid six figures on Saturday 

night during a silent auction at 
Sean Penn’s annual gala for Haiti, 
held at Milk Studios in Los Ange-
les, reports variety.com.

During the charity gala, the 
auctioneer announced the op-
portunity to watch an episode 
with Clarke, who was in attend-
ance at the event, along with her 
“Game of  Thrones” co-star Kit 
Harington.

The auction to watch the 
episode with Clarke started at 
$20,000. Pitt bid $80,000. Then 
he outbid himself  to $90,000. 
Later, Pitt raised his own bid to 
$120,000.

In the end, Pitt was outbid by 

a gala-goer who ended the 
auction at $160,000.

Also in attend-
ance were Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Jason 
Segel and Leonardo DiC-
aprio, who was honoured 
for his work in combating 
climate change.

Later during the auc-
tion, DiCaprio bid $80,000 
on a painting by artist 
Josh Smith, but was 
outbid by Clarke 
for $90,000. There 
was a second 
Smith painting 
available, so in 
the end, both 
DiCaprio and 
Clarke ended 
up walking 
away with 
artwork.

IANS

T
he former 
Oasis guitar-
ist and chief  
songwriter has 
blasted artists 

like the ‘Shape of  You’ 
hitmaker and his brother 
and former bandmate 
Liam Gallagher for team-
ing up with a number of  
songwriters to pen their 
hits, and says it only “fu-
els his arrogance”.

He fumed: “I don’t 
do collaborations with 
producers. David Holmes 
was great but he can’t play 
an instrument so he’s a 
producer. No one gets a 
writing credit, I write my 
songs, I’m not interested 
in writing with anybody 
else, unless we’re going to 
start a new band.

“I’m offended by 
singer/songwriters who 
when you scratch the sur-
face don’t do any f***ing 
songwriting. As far as I’m 
aware if  you scratch the 
surface of  any solo artist 
in Britain and they’ve all 
got a team of  songwriters 
behind them apart from 
me, Paul Weller and John-
ny Marr, I’m struggling 
to think of  anybody else. 
Richard Ashcroft, Our 
Kid (Liam) all the way to 
f***ing Ed Sheeran and 
the little fella from One 
Direction they’ve all got 
an army of  songwriters 
behind them.

“That’s alright, 
everyone has got to make 
a living and all that and 
it’s good really because it 
fuels my arrogance which 
is good for me. I think as 
a solo artist it’s important 
that it’s coming from you, 
otherwise what is it? It’s 
someone else’s melodies 
and someone else’s words 

but if  that’s what 
you’re doing then 
fine make a living 
but don’t have 
a big mouth 
about it. It’s 
like my 
tune Dead 
In The 
Water, 
people 
have built 
careers 
out of  that 
s**t, I’ve 
just given 
it away, you 
can have 
it, in that 
good.”

The ‘Holy 
Mountain’ 
hitmaker - who 
recently released 
his third studio 
LP ‘Who Built 
The Moon?’ - has 
compared songwrit-
ing to the buzz you 
get when you catch a 
fish yourself.

He told the Sodajerk-
er podcast” “I think the 
greatest thing for me, as a 
songwriter, is not coming 
up with the chords or the 
melody it’s being switched 
on and being aware that 
there’s something hap-
pening.

“Keith Richards talks 
about the songs all being 
in the air, I liken it to go 
fishing and if  you not at 
the river you’re not catch-
ing anything.

“I can go there every 
day of  my life, if  I have an 
hour to spare I’ll sit and 
play the guitar watching 
the TV with the sound 
down, sometimes nothing 
will happen but next week 
it might.”

femalefirst.co.uk

Noel Gallagher blasts 
Ed Sheeran for using 
multiple songwriters
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NASA Rover’s images similar to 
trace fossils on Mars—Scientists

Ancient mummy’s DNA reveals 
Hepatitis B existed since centuriesNew drug could reduce fat 

without dieting, researchers claim

Acute chest syndrome could lead 
to respiratory failure in children

Chemical ban helped closing up of ozone layer hole—NASA

Virtual assistants can make some people feel dumb

Common birth control 
drug may up risk of HIV

Massive stars are abundant in nearby galaxy than thought

Spend next New Year’s Eve 
with new spacecraft—NASA
New York, Jan. 7 (IANS): NASA’s 
New Horizons spacecraft, which flew 
past Pluto in 2015, will encounter 
the most primitive and most distant 
object in the history of  space explo-
ration, on New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day in 2019.

New Horizons’ next mission 
-- the Kuiper Belt object, referred 
to as MU69 -- is an icy world bil-
lion of  kilometres past Pluto and 
more than 6.5 billion km from 
Earth. 

Its encounter with MU69, 
which was discovered in 2014, 
will offer the first close-up 
look at such a pristine building 
block of  the solar system, and will 
be performed in a region of  deep 
space that was practically unknown 
just a generation ago. 

“We invite everyone to ring in 
the next year with the excitement of  
exploring the unknown,” Jim Green, 
director of  NASA’s Planetary Science 
Division, said in a statement.

“Our flyby of  MU69 on New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day 2019 
will be an exciting sequel to the his-

toric exploration New Horizons per-
formed at Pluto in 2015,” added Alan 
Stern, New Horizons principal inves-
t i g a t o r from Southwest 

Research 
I n s t i -

t u t e 
( S w R I ) 

i n Colorado. 
“Nothing even like MU69 has 

ever been explored before,” Stern 
said.

Previous observations indicated 
that MU69 could be two objects, per-
haps accompanied by a moon.

New Horizons will fly about 

three times closer to MU69 than it 
did to Pluto in July 2015, allowing 
the spacecraft’s cameras to provide 
a more detailed look at the object’s 

surface. 
The spacecraft’s vantage point 

from about 2,175 miles (3,500 km) 
from MU69 will allow it spot details 

about the size of  a basketball court.
“Combining images with the 

measurements we make of  the com-
position of  and environment around 
MU69, should teach us a great deal 
about objects like MU69 that built 
dwarf  planets like Pluto,” Hal Weav-
er, project scientist at the Johns 
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 
(APL) in Maryland.

The MU69 flyby is the center-
piece of  the current New Horizons 
extended mission that also includes 
observations of  more than two-dozen 
other Kuiper Belt objects as well as 
measurements of  the plasma, gas and 
dust environment of  the Kuiper Belt. 

New Horizons is currently in 
hibernation until June 4, post which 
in in mid-August, it will begin the 
MU69 encounter.

London, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
NASA’s Curosity Rover 
have revealed impressions 
that look “remarkably simi-
lar” to trace fossils on Mars, 
scientists, including one of  
Indian-origin has claimed.

The first new batch of  
2018 photographs taken 
Curiosity Lens Imager 
(MAHLI) could be similar 
to Ordovician trace fossils.

“They look remark-
ably similar to Ordovician 
trace fossils I have studied 
and photographed here on 
Earth,” Barry DiGregorio, 
research fellow at the Uni-
versity of  Buckingham, 
was quoted as saying to the 
express.co.uk.

“If  not trace fossils, 
what other geological ex-
planations will NASA come 
up with?” he added.

MAHLI is a focusable 

colour camera mounted on 
the rover’s arm. The images 
were first captured in black 
and white and the features 
are very small and only a 
millimetre or two (0.04 to 
0.08 inches) in width, with 
the longest of  the features 
stretching to roughly 5 mil-
limeters (0.2 inches).

“So, they are tiny,” said 
Ashwin Vasavada, the Cu-

riosity project scientist at 
NASA. 

“These were unique 
enough, given the fact that 
we didn’t know they were 
there... (that) we thought we 
should go back,” Vasavada 
said, noting that NASA 
has now rolled the Curios-
ity back to further examine 
them.

While NASA doesn’t 

Toronto, Jan. 7 (IANS): The DNA 
analysis of  the remains of  a 16th 
century mummy has confirmed that 
the complex Hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
has existed in humans for centuries, 
researchers say.

HBV is a deadly viral infection that 
attacks the liver, can cause both acute 
and chronic disease and kills nearly one 
million people every year. 

The findings are based on DNA 
extracted from the mummified remains 
of a small child buried in the Basilica of  
Saint Domenico Maggiore in Naples, 
Italy.

Previous analysis of  the 450-year 
old mummified remains -- which did 
not include DNA testing -- suggested 

that the child was infected with Variola 
virus, or smallpox. 

Using advanced sequencing tech-
niques, researchers now suggest that 
the child was actually infected by HBV, 
throwing light on the evolution of the 
disease. 

“These data emphasise the impor-
tance of molecular approaches to help 
identify the presence of key pathogens 
in the past, enabling us to better con-
strain the time they may have infected 
humans,” said lead investigator Hen-
drik Poinar, an evolutionary geneticist 
at McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Canada.

While viruses often evolve very 
rapidly, this ancient strain of HBV has 

changed little over the last 450 years 
and that the evolution of this virus is 
complex, the researchers noted, in the 
paper published in the journal PLOS 
Pathogens.

Over 350 million people living to-
day have chronic HBV infections while 
approximately one-third of the global 
population has been infected at some 
point in their lives, emphasising the 
importance of studying ancient viruses.

“The more we understand about 
the behaviour of past pandemics and 
outbreaks, the greater our understand-
ing of how modern pathogens might 
work and spread, and this information 
will ultimately help in their control,” 
Poinar stated.

Washington, Jan. 7 (ANI): 
Happy news for people who 
have been trying hard to 
shed those extra kilos, as 
a team of  researchers are 
developing a drug that can 
selectively shrink excess fat.

Researchers from the 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston ex-
plained that the drug signifi-
cantly reduced body weight 
and blood cholesterol levels 
without lowering food in-
take in obese mice.

Senior author Stanley 
Watowich said, “As fat cells 
grow larger, they begin to 
overexpress a protein that 
acts as a metabolic brake and 
slows down fat cell metabo-
lism, making it harder for 
these cells to burn accumu-
lating fat”.

Watowich stated, “As 
the fat tissue expands, they 

Washington, Jan. 7 (ANI): 
A study has recently warned 
that if  Acute Chest Syn-
drome (ACS), a potentially 
severe lung complication 
of sickle cell disease, is not 
treated effectively in children 
then it may increase the 
risk of  respiratory failure, 
chronic lung disease and 
prolonged hospitalisation.

According to research-
ers, ACS increases a child’s 
risk of  respiratory failure, 
chronic lung disease and 
prolonged hospitalisation 
if  not recognised early and 
treated effectively.

Sickle cell disease is a 
group of disorders that cause 
red blood cells to become 
misshapen and break down.

Researchers Shilpa Jain 
from Women and Children’s 
Hospital of  Buffalo, New 
York, Buffalo and Nitya 
Bakshi and Lakshmanan 
Krishnamurti from Chil-

Johannesburg, Jan. 7 
(IANS): Taking a popular 
injectable contraceptive 
drug is likely to increase 
the risk of  developing HIV 
infection by 40 per cent, 
claims a study.

The contraceptive de-
pot-medroxyprogesterone 
acetate (DMPA) is an in-
jectables birth control shot 
that works by releasing the 
hormone progestin into the 
body which prevents the 
ovaries from releasing eggs 
and thickens the mucous 
layer around the cervix to 
block sperm from getting 
through.

In the study, research-
ers from the University of  
Cape Town in South Af-
rica, examined animal, cell 
and biochemical research 
on the form of  progestin 
used in DMPA -- medrox-
progesterone acetate, or 
MPA. 

Their analysis, pub-
lished in the journal En-
docrine Reviews, revealed 
that MPA acts differently 
than other forms of  proges-
tin used in contraceptives. 

MPA behaves like the 
stress hormone cortisol in 
the cells of  the genital tract 
that can come in contact 
with HIV.

Other reasons include 
decreased immune func-
tion and the protective bar-
rier function of  the female 

genital tract, said lead au-
thor, Janet P. Hapgood, 
Professor at the varsity

“Studying the biology 
of  MPA helps us under-
stand what may be driving 
the increased rate of  HIV 
infection seen in human 
research,” she said.

“Increasing availability 
of  contraceptives that use a 
different form of the female 
hormone progestin than 
the one found in DMPA 
could help reduce the risk 
of  HIV transmission,” 
Hapgood added.

In 2016, there were 
36.7 million people world-
wide were living with HIV, 
according to UNAIDS -- 
Joint United Nations Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS. 
AIDS is the most advanced 
stage of  HIV infection.

In 2015, India had ap-
proved the use of  DMPA 
and recommended its inclu-
sion in the national family 
planning programme and 
administered free of  cost 
once every three months, 
usually on the upper arm 
or the buttocks.

Previously, the use of  
DMPA have been asso-
ciated with many health 
problems in women includ-
ing menstrual irregularity, 
demineralisation of  bones, 
abdominal bloating and 
discomfort, mood changes, 
decreased sex drive, etc.

Seoul, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Human-like virtual assis-
tants, especially part of  
online learning platforms, 
may actually deter some 
people from seeking help 
on tasks that are supposed 
to measure achievement, 
making them feeling dumb, 
researchers say.

Previous research has 
shown that people are in-
clined to see computerised 
systems as social beings 
with only a couple of  social 
cues.

This social dynamic 
can make the systems seem 

less intimidating and more 
user-friendly. Researchers 
wondered whether that 
would be true in a context 
where performance mat-
ters, such as with online 
learning platforms.

The results revealed 
that participants who saw 
intelligence as fixed were 
less likely to seek help from 
online assistants, even at 
the cost of  lower perfor-
mance.

“We demonstrate that 
anthropomorphic (hav-
ing human characteristics) 
features may not prove ben-

eficial in online learning 
settings, especially among 
individuals who believe 
their abilities are fixed and 
worry about presenting 
themselves as incompetent 
to others,” said study au-
thor Daeun Park of  Chun-
gbuk National University 
in South Korea.

To reach this conclu-
sion, Park and co-authors 
Sara Kim and Ke Zhang 
did two experiments.

In one online study, the 
researchers had 187 par-
ticipants complete a task 
that supposedly measured 

intelligence.
On difficult problems, 

they automatically received 
a hint from an onscreen 
computer icon -- some par-
ticipants saw a computer 
“helper” with human-like 
features including a face 
and speech bubble, whereas 
others saw a helper that 
looked like a regular com-
puter.

Participants reported 
greater embarrassment and 
concerns about self-image 
when seeking help from 
the anthropomorphised 
computer versus the regular 

computer.
In the second experi-

ment, 171 university stu-
dents completed the same 
task of  word problems as in 
the first study but this time, 
they freely chose whether 
to receive a hint from the 
computer “helper”.

The results showed that 
students who were led to 
think about intelligence as 
fixed were less likely to use 
the hints when the helper 
had human-like features 
than when it didn’t.

“More importantly, 
they also answered more 

quest ions incor rect ly. 
Those who were led to 
think about intelligence as 
a malleable trait showed 
no differences,” the re-
searchers noted in a paper 
published in the journal 
Psychological Science.

These findings could 
have implications for our 
performance using online 
learning platforms.

“When purchasing 
educational software, we 
recommend parents review 
not only the contents but 
also the way the content is 
delivered,” Park said.

London, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Astronomers have discov-
ered an “astonishing” over-
abundance of massive stars 
in a neighbouring galaxy, to 
our own Milky Way which 
are more abundant than 
previously thought.

Using the European 
Southern Observatory’s 
(ESO) Very Large Tele-
scope, the researchers dis-
covered nearly 1,000 mas-
sive stars in 30 Doradus -- a 
gigantic stellar nursery in 
the Large Magellanic Cloud 
galaxy also known as the 
Tarantula nebula.

“We were astonished 
when we realised that 30 
Doradus has formed many 
more massive stars than 

rule out trace fossils on 
Mars, “we certainly won’t 
jump to that as our first in-
terpretation”, he said.

Close-up looks at these 
features show them to be 
angular in multiple dimen-
sions, suggesting that they 
are related to crystals in 
the rock and even crystal 
moulds that are found here 
on Earth, Vasavada said. 

“If  we see more of  
them... then we begin to say 
that this is an important pro-
cess that’s going on at Vera 
Rubin Ridge”, he added.

Meanwhile, along with 
new MAHLI imagery, 
Curiosity’s Chemistry and 
Camera (ChemCam) and 
its Alpha Particle X-Ray 
Spectrometer (APXS) are 
also inspecting the features 
for clues as to their nature, 
the report said.  

expected,” said lead author 
Fabian Schneider, research 
student at the University of  
Oxford.

The team used detailed 

analyses of about 250 stars 
with masses between 15 
and 200 times the mass of  
our Sun to determine the 
distribution of massive stars 

born in 30 Doradus - the so-
called initial mass function 
(IMF).

With the dicovery in 
30 Doradus, the scientists 

derived the most accurate 
high-mass segment of  the 
IMF to date, and showed 
that massive stars are much 
more abundant than previ-
ously thought. 

Until recently, the ex-
istence of  stars up to 200 
solar masses was highly dis-
puted, and the study shows 
that a maximum birth mass 
of  stars of  200-300 solar 
masses appears likely.

“We have not only 
been surprised by the sheer 
number of  massive stars, 
but also that their IMF is 
densely sampled up to 200 
solar masses,” added co-
author Hugues Sana from 
the University of Leuven in 
Belgium.

The discovery, pub-
lished in the journal Sci-
ence, has “far-reaching” 
consequences for our un-
derstanding of  how stars 
transformed the pristine 
Universe into the one we 
live in today, the research-
ers said.

Massive stars are par-
ticularly important for as-
tronomers because of their 
enormous influence on their 
surroundings (known as 
their ‘feedback’). 

They can explode in 
spectacular supernovae at 
the end of their lives, form-
ing some of  the most ex-
otic objects in the Universe 
- neutron stars and black 
holes.

dren’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
conducted the study.

The team examined the 
multiple factors that can con-
tribute to a child’s increased 
risk of  ACS and proposed 
mechanisms by which ACS 
may develop.

The researchers also pro-
vide a comprehensive review 
of  the clinical features of  
ACS in this patient popula-
tion, preventive approaches 
including the use of hydrox-
urea - a drug that inhibits the 
synthesis of DNA - what is 

needed to achieve a prompt 
diagnosis.

Effective therapies, pain 
control and when to consid-
er the use of bronchodilators 
are other important topics 
discussed.

Mary Cataletto from 
Stony Brook University’s 
school of  medicine said, 
“Management of  acute 
chest syndrome is a major 
challenge for physicians and 
other healthcare providers 
caring for children with sick-
le cell disease. Not only can 
episodes recur but damage 
from repeated episodes can 
lead to pulmonary infarcts, 
fibrosis and deterioration in 
lung function”.

“It is not only important 
to know how to recognize 
and treat an acute episode 
but to be able to implement 
long term management strat-
egies to try and prevent fu-
ture episodes.”

secrete greater amounts of  
hormones and pro-inflam-
matory signals that are re-
sponsible for several chronic 
diseases, including Type-2 
diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease.”

The team discovered a 
molecule that blocks this 
metabolic brake from oper-
ating in obese white fat cells. 
By blocking this metabolic 
brake, they were able to in-
crease the metabolism of  
white fat cells. The research-

ers conducted the study on 
mice and fed them on a high-
fat diet until they became 
obese. They later received 
either the drug or a placebo.

Following the 10 days of  
drug treatment, the findings 
indicated that the obese mice 
receiving the actual drug lost 
more than seven percent of  
their total body weight and 
their white fat tissue mass 
and cell size decreased by 30 
percent compared with the 
placebo group.

New York, Jan. 7 (IANS): An inter-
national ban on ozone-destroying chlo-
rine that contains manmade chemicals 
called chlorofluorocarbons(CFCs) has 
led to less ozone depletion, NASA 
scientists have reported.

CFCs are long-living chemical 
compounds that eventually rise into 
the stratosphere, where they are bro-
ken apart by the Sun’s ultraviolet ra-
diation, releasing chlorine atoms that 
then go on to destroy ozone molecules. 

“We see very clearly that chlorine 
from CFCs is going down in the ozone 
hole, and that less ozone depletion 
is occurring because of  it,” said lead 
author Susan Strahan, an atmospheric 
scientist from NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre in Maryland.

The ban on the CFCs resulted in 

about 20 per cent less ozone depletion 
during the Antarctic winter from 2005 
to 2016, while chlorine levels declined 
by an average 0.8 per cent annually, 
the scientists said. Stratospheric ozone 
protects life on the planet by absorbing 
potentially harmful ultraviolet ra-
diation that can cause skin cancer and 
cataracts, suppress immune systems 
and damage plant life. The Antarctic 
ozone hole forms during September in 
the Southern Hemisphere’s winter as 
the returning sun’s rays catalyse ozone 
destruction cycles involving chlorine 
and bromine that come primarily from 
CFCs. The change in ozone levels 
above Antarctica from the begin-
ning to the end of  southern winter 
-- early July to mid-September -- was 
computed daily from the Microwave 

Limb Sounder (MLS) aboard the Aura 
satellite every year from 2005 to 2016. 

When ozone destruction is ongo-
ing, chlorine is found in many molecu-
lar forms, most of which are not mea-
sured. But after chlorine has destroyed 
nearly all the available ozone, it reacts 
instead with methane to form hydro-
chloric acid -- a gas measured by MLS. 

The Antarctic ozone hole should 
continue to recover gradually as CFCs 
leave the atmosphere, but complete re-
covery will take decades, the research-
ers said, in the paper published in the 
journal Geophysical Research Letters.

“CFCs have lifetimes from 50 
to 100 years, so they linger in the at-
mosphere for a very long time,” said 
Anne Douglass, a fellow atmospheric 
scientist at the Goddard Centre.

In addition, blood cho-
lesterol in drug-treated mice 
was lowered to normal lev-
els, similar to those of non-
obese mice. Interestingly, 
mice in both the drug-treated 
and placebo groups con-
sumed the same amount of  
food during the course of the 
study period, showing that 
the fat loss was not due to 
appetite suppression.

“Blocking the action of  
the fat cell brake provides 
an innovative ‘fat’-specific 
mechanism to increase cell 
metabolism and reduce the 
size of  white fat deposits, 
thereby treating a root cause 
of obesity and related meta-
bolic diseases,” explained 
senior study author Harshini 
Neelakantan.

The research appears in 
Biochemical Pharmacology 
journal.



T. Torechu declaring the tournament open at Pungro village on Jan. 
4.
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Players of XI Brothers Club Chukidong and Hurricane Sporting Club Chukidong with official referees and 
guest of honour before the final match.

EM Images

Y Joykumar being introduced to the hockey players during the opening of 8th Hockey India Senior Men 
National Championship at Khumanlampak in Imphal on Sunday.

EM Images

Australia's Mitchell Starc successfully appeals for a LBW decision against England's Mark Stoneman, left, 
during the fourth day of their Ashes cricket test match in Sydney on Sunday. 

AP/PTI

Nick Kyrgios of Australia holds the trophy after winning his final 
match against Ryan Harrison of the U.S during the Brisbane 
International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Australia close on victory in Sydney test

Hockey India Senior Men National 
Championship underway in Imphal

CRSA sports meet concludes

VE-Vu cup football tourney held at Pungro

Kyrgios beats Harrison to win 
Brisbane International title

Liverpool to sell Coutinho to  
Barcelona for $192.5 million

WCC: Royal Strikers Tsumang 
and EYL CC to vie for title

Rain washes out day three of first Test

Sydney, Jan. 7 (Reuters): 
Australia were closing on 
an innings victory with 
England fighting a desper-
ate rearguard on 93 for four 
at stumps on the fourth 
day of  the fifth Ashes test 
on Sunday, still 210 runs 
from forcing their hosts to 
bat again.

Brothers Shaun and 
Mitchell Marsh had earlier 
both scored centuries on a 
scorching morning at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground to 
put Australia in a position 
where they could declare 
on 649-7 in the second ses-
sion. England, already 3-0 
down in the series with the 
urn relinquished, had toiled 
in the field in temperatures 
in excess of 40 degrees Cel-
sius with little success and 
their luck did not change 
when they came out to bat.

Openers Alastair Cook 
and Mark Stoneman went 
cheaply inside the first six 
overs of  their second in-
nings with James Vince 
(18) and Dawid Malan 
(five) following in the final 
session.

Skipper Joe Root, who 
made an unbeaten 42 de-
spite playing with an in-
jured finger, and Jonny 
Bairstow (17 not out) will 
take England’s fight to save 
the test into the final day.

The Marsh brothers 
had earlier joined the Chap-
pell siblings Ian and Greg 
(1972) and the Waugh 
twins Mark and Steve 
(2001) in scoring centuries 
in the same innings in an 
Ashes test.

Shaun Marsh made 156 
from 291 balls before being 

run out by a Stoneman di-
rect hit just after lunch, with 
Mitchell having departed 
for 101 on the delivery after 
securing his second century 
when Tom Curran took out 
his off  stump.

The brothers  both 
scored their second centu-
ries of  the series in a bril-
liant 169-run partnership 
that built on the mammoth 
171 Usman Khawaja scored 
on Saturday.

It was a particularly 
sweet partnership given 
Shaun was a controversial 
selection for the series, his 

eighth recall to the test line-
up being met with disbe-
lief  in some quarters, and 
Mitchell was only brought 
in for the third test in Perth.

Mitchell was the second 
to reach the milestone about 
an hour into the morning 
with two runs past point 
and Shaun was in such a 
hurry to congratulate his 
little brother that he almost 
ran him out.

“Emotions got the bet-
ter of  me and I wanted to 
give him a hug,” 34-year-old 
Shaun told reporters.

“To be out there with 

Mitch, to both score our 
test centuries today for Aus-
tralia, being out there and 
sharing each other’s emo-
tions when we got to our 
hundreds, was an extremely 
happy moment. It’ll cer-
tainly be a day that we won’t 
forget.”

Shaun had started the 
day on 98 with Australia 
479 for four and took just 
five balls to secure his sixth 
test century by crunching 
Moeen Ali through the cov-
ers for one of  the 18 fours 
he scored in his 403-minute 
knock.

Our correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The Chukidong Range 
Sports Association (CRSA) 
sports meet concluded on 
Jan. 6 with S.Abenthung 
Ngullie, general secretary 
Wokha District Chamber 
of  Commerce and Indus-
tries (WDCC&I) as the 
guest of  honour at Chuki-
dong public ground.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Ngullie informed the 
football players and the 
community to give spe-
cial attention, channeling 
in the right direction as 
sports personalities gains 
fame, wealth and attention 
bringing laurel to the com-
munity. He encouraged the 
players as well the organis-
ers to look further beyond 
sport not just as a game, 
where he cited that sports 
brings together and unity, 

expressing that society 
need and demands unity.

He also informed the 
players and elders to re-
strain themselves from all 
social evil and to avoid 
the use of  alcohols and 
intoxicants to keep them 
fit where as to show the 
younger generation a better 
example.

The defending cham-
pion and four th t ime 
consecutive winners of  
CRSA, XI Brothers Club 
Chukidong locked horns 
with Hurricane Sporting 
Club Chukidong (HSCC) 
at the final match where XI 
Brothers Club Chukidong 
retained the title with a 
lone goal from the boots of  
Shalo Kemp.

Individual prizes
Best team - MVSA

Man of the tournament 
- Myithong Kemp of  XI 

Brother's Club Chuki-
dong.

Best goalkeeper - Meri-
bemo Kithan of  MVSA

Best defender - Mhabemo 
Ngullie of  HSCC.

Best upcoming player 
- Sulanthug Ngullie of  

Stallion FC Koio
Top scorer - Shalo Kemp 

of  XI Brother's Club 
Chukidong

Earlier during the day 
the final volley ball match 
for both men and women 
was played, where Tsungi-
ki Team (A) retained the 
championship after defeat-
ing Tsugiki Team (B) for 
man volleyball by 14-25, 
18-25 and 20-25, while 
in the women's category, 
Mungya Village sports As-
sociation retained the title 
by defeating A1 sporting 
club Tsungiki Village by 
18-25, 16-25 and 21-25.

Dimapur, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
T. Torechu, Advisor for 
Evaluation, National Ru-
ral Livelihood  Mission 
(NRLM), Nagaland,  said  
that sports and games are 
an integral part of  human 
life which enable to chal-
lenge  in the various parts 
of  sports arena, he said 
adding, games and sports 
brings different people of  
various sections of the soci-
eties to a common platform 
as  ‘oneness’.

  Speaking on the occa-
sion as the chief  guest, at 
the 4th VE- Vu Cup foot-
ball tournament at public 
ground Pungro village on 
Jan 4, Torechu said that, 
the state government has a 
keen interest in the sports 
activities in order to up-
lift the sports lovers in the 
state and urged the sports 
persons to exhibit their 
talent in best way so as to 
recognised from the various 
quarters. He also urged the 
participants to keep aloof  
from drugs and alcohols 
and other social evil ac-
tivities in order to compete 
with the various levels of  
competitions.

Torechu, while point-
ing out said that, sports 

Our correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
The 8th Hockey India 
Senior Men National 
Championship 2018 was 
formally inaugurated at 
Khuman Lampak Astro 
Turf  Hockey Stadium in 
Khuman Lampak Sports 
Complex in Imphal on 
Sunday.

In the opening matches 
of  the 15 days long tourna-
ment which was played on 
Sunday, Sports Authority 
of  Gujarat team beat host 
Manipur Hockey team by 
3-2 goals while neighbour-
ing Assam Hockey also 
lost to Telangana Hockey 
(3-8).

In  o ther  matches, 
Food Corporation of  In-
dia beat Hockey Mad-
hya Pradesh 8-4,Hockey 
Andhra Pradesh beat Vi-
darbha Hockey Associa-
tion 5-2,Central Secretariat 
beat SAI 3-2 and Canara 
Bank beat Central Indus-

While Australia flour-
ished with the bat, England 
continued to struggle.

Cook did become the 
sixth batsman to score 
12,000 runs in tests but the 
ovation had barely been 
completed before Stone-
man was dismissed for a 
duck by pace spearhead 
Mitchell Starc, the batsman 
reviewing the lbw decision 
to no avail. Former skipper 
Cook was dismissed for 10 
rocking back in his crease 
to a superb delivery from 
spinner Nathan Lyon that 
removed the bail from his 
off  stump.

Vince enjoyed a rare 
England success with the 
DRS to reverse a caught 
behind verdict on 15 but he 
made just three more runs 
before offering up another 
poor shot to a Pat Cum-
mins delivery which caught 
a nick which Steve Smith 
juggled to take at slip.

Root needed lengthy 
treatment on his right index 
finger after taking a rap 
on the digit from a Starc 
delivery before Malan was 
trapped lbw on his back 
foot by Lyon for five, the 
review system again failing 
England.

“In many ways the last 
few days have summed 
up our trip,” said England 
assistant coach Paul Far-
brace.

“It’s been exception-
ally tough, we’ve come up 
against a team that’s play-
ing very good cricket but 
the one thing that we’ve 
been talking about is mak-
ing sure we keep on fight-
ing and battling.”

trial Security Force 3-0.
The Assam Hockey 

which was led by its coach 
Rajesh Boro will be meet-
ing Central Secretariat 
in their pool A match on 
Tuesday morning. Sports 
Authority of  India (SAI) is 

the fourth team in pool A. 
There are a total of  

eight pools. Each pool 
has four teams and their 
matches were played si-
multaneously at the hockey 
fields of  SAI, Takyelpat 
and Khuman Lampak 

Sports complex both in 
Imphal. Thus altogether, 
32 teams from across the 
country is participating in 
the championship which is 
being organised by Mani-
pur Hockey under the aegis 
of  Hockey India.

Cape Town, Jan. 7 (PTI): Intermittent 
rain came in the way of what promised to 
be an absorbing day of  Test cricket, forc-
ing a washout of  the third day's play in 
the series opener between India and South 
Africa here.

No play was possible in the morning or 
post-lunch sessions. Finally, around 3.30pm 
local time, close to the scheduled start time 
of post-tea session, the day was called off.

There will be 98 overs bowled on days 
four and five with bright sunshine predicted 
for the remainder of the game.

Despite the loss of an entire day, a result 
is still very much possible in this match. P 

Play will start at the scheduled 10.30am 
local time. The last two sessions of the day 
will be extended by 15 minutes each, with 
a further 30 minute customary extension 
available at the end of the third session.

Heavy showers had been forecast for 
Sunday and they duly arrived early in the 
morning. It didn't stop raining at all, instead 
picked up as the scheduled start time of  
play approached.

It did stop raining intermittently post 
scheduled lunch time. The groundsmen 
even got down to work, with the umpires 
looking around and the Super Sopper was 
put to use as well.

But rain returned with a vengeance and 
put their efforts to nought. All the puddles, 
that had been cleared initially, were back 
on the outfield.

The good thing though is that the 
ground should soak up all the water quickly 
on account of  the drought, as and when 
rain stops.

Post lunch, the Indian team too arrived 
at the ground. To use up the day, a few play-
ers as well as support staff  made their way 
to the indoor nets facilities.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Sanjay Bangar and Bharat Arun were spot-
ted amongst the first set of players heading 
there.

Three pitch invasions by presumably 
drunk fans, skating and slipping on the wet 
outfield whilst being chased by security 
guards, were the other highlights of the day.

The match hung in balance, meanwhile. 
On day one, South Africa were bowled out 
for 286 runs in the first innings with Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar taking 4-87. India were 
reduced to 28/3 at stumps.

On day two, India finished with 209 
runs in their first innings, surrendering a 77-
run lead. South Africa were 65/2 at stumps 
with an overall lead of 142 runs.

Hardik Pandya single-handedly kept his 
side in contention with 93 runs off  95 balls 
and then took 2-17 as well.

Dale Steyn, on his comeback to Test 
cricket, suffered a heartbreaking heel in-
jury whilst bowling during the Indian first 
innings.

He has been ruled out of the remainder 
of this Test, and the series as a result.

The day’s formal in-
auguration function was 
attended by the Deputy 
Chief  Minister Y Joy-
kumar,  J ir ibam MLA 
Ashabuddin, Chief  Ex-
ecutive Officer of  Hockey 
India Elina Norman, State 
sports Director N Praveen 
Singh, Secretary General 
Sunil Elangbam of  Mani-
pur Olympic Association 
and Treasurer Tapan Ku-
mar Das of  Hockey India 
and officials of  Manipur 
Hockey.

In his address, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Joykumar 
expressed the need to de-
velop Astro Turf  Hockey 
Stadium at least one each 
to all the districts so that 
players can avail the facil-
ity to train themselves con-
sidering the potentials of  
Manipur sportspersons. So 
far the state has produced 
many Olympians and most 
of  them are from Hockey 
discipline.

play a vital role in promot-
ing a youngster generation 
which inculcate of our hu-
man life and also maintain-
ing mentally and socially 
besides physical fitness and 
urged the talented players 
to preserve for ‘sportsman-
ship and sporting spirit’ so 
as to compete in the state, 
national  and international  
level in the sports arena.

Torechu further lauded 
the organiser for organis-
ing the tournament and 
uplift the young talented 
players from across the vil-
lage/ area and urged to 
continue in the near future 
for the common profitable 
of  the people in the area. 
Nine teams participated in 

the tournament, including, 
Rival sporting club, Aspen 
sporting club,  Pungro Vil-
lage Citizen

Sporting Club, Young 
Brothers FC, Govt. employ-
ees’ union Pungro village, 
Jenty FC, Old Vongti FC 
and New Vongti FC.  Pun-
gro Village Citizen Sporting 
Club emerged as the cham-
pion of  the tournament 
while Aspen sporting club 
won the runner up.  Golden 
boot was awarded to Zhah-
lese of  PVCSC while the 
golden glove was awarded 
to Litsemew of Old

Vongti FC. Player of the 
tournament was awarded 
to Aselen of Young Broth-
ers FC.Brisbane (Australia), Jan. 

7 (AP): Nick Kyrgios won 
an ATP title on home soil 
for the first time with a 
commanding 6-4, 6-2 vic-
tory over Ryan Harrison at 
the Brisbane International 
on Sunday night.

It was a fourth title for 
the enigmatic 22-year-old 
Australian, and his first 
since 2016.

Har r i son  had  f ive 

breakpoint chances in the 
first set but couldn't con-
vert, and third-seeded Kyr-
gios bounced back to get 
the decisive break in the 
seventh game and took 
control with a mix of  un-
orthodox shot-making and 
pure power on his serve.

He closed with his 17th 
ace.

''It's a good feeling. As 
the week went on, I started 

London, Jan. 7 (IANS): 
Liverpool confirmed on 
Saturday that it had agreed 
a $192.5 million deal to 
sell Brazilian international 
Philippe Coutinho to Bar-
celona.

In a statement issued 
from Anfield Stadium, 
Liverpool confirmed that 
Coutinho will be leaving 
the club after a transfer 
agreement was reached 
with Barcelona, subject 
to medical and agreement 
of  personal terms, Xinhua 
reported.

"The player now has 
permission to conclude 
the transfer immediately."

Liverpool are expected 
to receive $142.5 million 
up front, setting a new 
British record, with the 
rest of  the fee in realistic 
add-ons. The final deal 
will be eclipsed only by the 
$271 million Paris Saint 
Germain paid Barcelona 
for Neymar last summer 
and the $223 million Kyl-
ian Mbappe will cost PSG 
at the end of  his initial 
loan spell from Monaco.

Coutinho joined Liver-
pool from Inter Milan for 
$11.6 million in January 
2013. Liverpool manager 
Jurgen Klopp told Liv-

erpoolfc.com: "It is with 
great reluctance that we 
-- as a team and club -- 
prepare to say farewell 
to a good friend, a won-
derful person and a fan-
tastic player in Philippe 
Coutinho.

"I can tell the Liver-
pool supporters that we, 
as a club, have done ev-
erything within our means 
to convince Philippe that 
remaining part of  LFC 
was as attractive as mov-
ing to Spain, but he is 100 
per cent certain his future 
-- and that of  his family 
-- belongs at Barcelona. It 
is his dream and I am now 
convinced there is noth-
ing left at our disposal to 
change his mind." 

"Players will come and 
players will go, that is foot-
ball, but as a club we are 
big enough and strong 
enough to continue with 
our aggressive progres-
sion on the pitch, even 
when we lose an impor-
tant player.

We have never been in 
a better position in recent 
times, as a club, to react in 
the right way. We will use 
our size and strength to 
absorb moments like this 
and still move forward."

Wokha, Jan. 7 (EMN): 
Defending champions Roy-
al Strikers Tsumang and 
EYL CC enters the final of  

the 22nd edition of  Amrit 
Cement WCC which will 
be played on Monday at 
Wokha local ground at 

11 am. The event will be 
graced by Bharat Laxman 
Markad, IPS, SP Wokha as 
the guest of  honour.

serving better and hitting 
the ball better,'' Kyrgios 
said. ''There was pressure 
on me today because I was 
the favorite and most peo-
ple expected me to win, so 
I was proud of  the way I 
handled that expectation 
and pressure.''

Kyrgios had trouble 
with his left knee during 
the tournament, and need-
ed to change the tape on 
the joint late in the first set 
of  the final. After that, he 
appeared to move more 
freely and didn't expect it 
to trouble him at the Aus-
tralian Open beginning 
Jan. 15.

His best run at an Aus-
tralian Open was a quar-
terfinal exit in 2015. Kyr-
gios is hoping to improve 
on that after a confidence-
boosting performance in 
Brisbane, where he beat 
defending champion and 
No. 3-ranked Grigor Dimi-
trov in the semifinals.

''For me, that's just con-
fidence not only mentally 
but physically as well, and 
battling and fighting hard,'' 
he said. ''It's good to see 
the work I was doing in 
the offseason is paying off. 
But pretty happy with my 
performance today.''


