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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
That's the Chief Guest... His 
wife and his mother dressed 
him up today to protect the 

public from him. 

I love you - I am at  
rest with you - I have  

come home. 

~ Dorothy L. Sayers

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 04  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 2018

EASTERN MIRROR

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 05°
Agartala 24° 07°
Gangtok 15° 0°
Guwahati 22° 10°
Imphal 20° 02°

Itanagar 18° 06°
Shillong 14° 02°
Delhi 20° 06°
Kolkata 23° 09°
Chennai 30° 20°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 4°
DIMAPUR 23° 12°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 91%
DIMAPUR NIL 89%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Pakistani students protest against U.S. President Donald Trump in Islamabad, Pakistan, holding a banner" long live Pakistan, down with America," Friday, Jan 5, 2018. 

Kiphire violence: 
Tensions remain 
beneath surface

Union Budget on Feb 1; Parliament 
session to begin on Jan 29

Manipur scientist grows hottest 
Indian hybrid chilli pepper

Rengma student orgs. threaten to agitate anytime

US freezes over USD 1 bn. military 
aid to Pak. over terror inaction

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Paul Mccartney ‘putting the finishing 
touches’ on new album | P10

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the read-
ers especially the Mao 

community on the 
occasion of  Chithuni 

festival. May this festi-
val usher in peace and 

blessings for all.

AP/PTI

Warriors down Rockets in clash 
of NBA Western powers |  P11

LS adjourned sine die; 12 bills 
passed in Winter Session | P8

To lift suspended bandh  if demand not met : 
Suspension displeases volunteers

(terror groups) to be desta-
bilising the region and also 
targeting US personnel. 
The US will suspend that 
kind of  security assistance 
to Pakistan," she said.

The US, she said, will 
not be delivering military 
equipment or transfer se-
curity-related funds to Pa-
kistan unless it is required 
by law.

Though there was no 
immediate reaction from 
Islamabad to the US move, 
Defence Minister Khurram 
Dastagir said on Thursday 
that, "we need to have a 
holistic review of  the entire 
situation. We are conduct-
ing a complete analysis 
and coolly formulating our 
response." 

There should not be 
any doubts when it comes 
to the defence of  Pakistan, 
he had said.

Historically, the US 
has provided Pakistan over 
USD 1 billion in security 
assistance annually.

In August, while un-
veiling his new South Asia 
strategy, Trump had ac-
cused Pakistan of  giving 
"safe haven to agents of  
chaos, violence, and ter-
ror," and said the time had 
come "for Pakistan to dem-
onstrate its commitment to 
civilisation, order, and to 
peace".

Referring to Trump's 

new strategy, Nauert 
said despite a sustained 
high-level engagement 
by Trump administration 
with the government of  
Pakistan, the Taliban and 
the Haqqani Network con-
tinue to find sanctuary in-
side Pakistan as they plot 
to destabilise Afghanistan 
and also attack the US and 
allied personnel.

At the same time, 
Nauert made it clear that 
the US action has noth-
ing to do with Pakistan 
not taking action against 
the Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind and JuD chief  
Hafiz Saeed.

"We have certainly ex-
pressed our concern about 
the mastermind of  the 
2008 Mumbai attacks be-
ing let out of  house arrest 
in Pakistan. To my knowl-
edge, that has nothing to 
do with that," she said in 
response to a question on 
Saeed, who was released 
by Pakistan on November 
last year.

"There is a USD 10 
million reward out for in-
formation leading to his 
re-arrest, the person who 
is the mastermind of  the 
Mumbai attacks who was 
let go in Pakistan," Nauert 
said.

Meanwhile, Depart-
ment of  Defence Spokes-
person Lt Col Mike 

Andrews told PTI that Na-
tional Defense Authorisa-
tion Act 2017 provides up 
to USD 900 million for Pa-
kistan in the CSF.

Of  these funds, USD 
400 million can only be re-
leased if  the Secretary of  
Defence Jim Mattis certi-
fies that the Pakistan gov-
ernment has taken specific 
actions against the Haqqa-
ni Network.

"At this stage all Fiscal 
Year 17 CSF have been sus-
pended, so that's the entire 
amount of  USD 900 mil-
lion," Andrews said.

During an interaction 
with Pentagon reporters, 
Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis did not respond to 
question if  he was in fa-
vour of  cutting off  the aid 
to Pakistan.

According to a senior 
State Department official, 
no decision has been taken 
on the fate of  USD 255 
million security assistance 
to Pakistan for the fiscal 
year 2017.

The deadline for that is 
September 30 this year.

Mattis along with the 
Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson have travelled to 
Pakistan in recent months 
to deliver tough message 
to the country's leadership. 
So, this action should not 
come as a surprise to them, 
Nauert said.

"They may say it's a 
surprise, but what is no sur-
prise is that the President 
has expressed his concerns, 
Secretary Tillerson has 
expressed his concerns, as 
has Secretary Mattis, and 
I imagine many other gov-
ernment officials having 
those conversations with 
Pakistan," Nauert said.

Now, the money that 
has been suspended at this 
time does not mean that it 
will be suspended forever, 
she said.

"Pakistan has the abil-
ity to get this money back, 
in the future, but they have 
to take decisive action. 
They have to take decisive 
steps," she added.

"People have long 
asked, why don't you do 
more about Pakistan, and 
I think this sort of  answers 
that question," she said.

"They understand that, 
but still they aren't taking 
the steps that they need to 
take in order to fight terror-
ism," she said.

In an interaction with 
reporters, two senior state 
department officials insist-
ed that such a move is not a 
punishment, but to provide 
an "incentive" to Pakistan 
to take more action against 
terrorist groups.

"We have not done 
anything that's irrevers-
ible here. All this funding 

is available to Pakistan, 
if  they undertake to take 
the measures that we've 
asked of  them," one offi-
cial said.

"Pakistanis have repeat-
edly said we don't care 
about this money. What 
matters I think to the Pa-
kistanis is that it is the 
symbolism of  doing this 
that it represents a deterio-
ration of  our relationship 
that they care about a great 
deal," the official said. 

"So we were hoping 
that this is an incentive that 
they don't want to see this 
relationship deteriorate 
any further and that they're 
going to commit to work-
ing with us to try to find 
a way to put it on a more 
solid footing," he added.

The US and others have 
long complained that Paki-
stan offered safe haven to 
the Afghan Taliban and 
their allies, the Haqqani 
Network, allowing them to 
carry out cross-border at-
tacks in Afghanistan. Paki-
stan denies allegations but 
President Trump has esca-
lated the criticism against 
the country since he took 
office last January.

On Wednesday, US 
Secretary of  State Rex Till-
erson had placed Pakistan 
on a special watch list for 
severe violations of  reli-
gious freedom.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Jan. 5: Two days into the reported vio-
lence between the Sumi and the Sangtam community 
over use of nomenclature, situation in Kiphire district 
is said to be under control. 

The president of Singti Ruhsah Student's Union 
(SRSU), Atingse told Eastern Mirror on Friday that 
the 21st general session of SRSU which was sched-
uled to be held on Jan. 3 2018 onwards was disrupted 
where seven houses, including granaries belonging to 
the Sangtam community, were burned down com-
pletely. 

However, despite the tension, the flag hosting 
ceremony of the 21st general session of SRSU was 
conducted peacefully on the morning of Jan. 4, ac-
cording to Atingse.  The seven families who were 
rendered homeless are taking shelter at their relatives’ 
place, and the injured person identified as Seotung – 
aged around 70, who sustained injury in head and 
left shoulder – has been shifted to Kohima for treat-
ment, he informed. 

“We have always followed the government notifi-
cation on the use of nomenclature and used ‘Sitimi’ 
for official purpose. Likewise ‘Singti’ which is allowed 
to be used for social/religious gathering was used for 
our 21st general session,” he said while maintaining 
that since inception of the village it has been called 
‘Singti’. 

Lamenting over the Sumi community moving out 
of Sitimi village, he asserted “we did not tell anyone 
or the Sumi community to move out of the village.” 

United Sangtam Students’ Conference (USSC) 
president, Thrikyuse Sangtam said that the USSC – 
which is the apex student body or United Sangtam 
Likhum Bumji (USLB) – will not interfere in the is-
sue as it is a misunderstanding within the village and 
not a communal conflict, and it should be sorted out 
amicably between them. 

“There should not be a commotion out of their 
misunderstanding and settle it amicably,” Sangtam 
conveyed. While confirming that few of the Sumi 
community residing in Kiphire district have moved 
out on their own, Sangtam said ‘neither the USSC 
nor USLB will interfere in the matter but let the law 
enforcing agency take care of the situation’.  
Role of Kiphire administration questioned  

The SRSU also issued a press release expressing 
strong resentment at the Kiphire district administra-
tion for its alleged failure to provide security during 
the incident.

The press note from SRSU claimed ‘attack on 
Sangtam community using highly sophisticated 
weapon on Jan, 3, 2018 in Sitimi village, where seven 
houses, six granaries were completely burned down 
where one person was also injured in the bullet firing 
is the direct result of the complete failure on the part 
of district administration’.

“The district administration was made complete-
ly aware in advance of the prevailing situation in Sit-
imi village. However, no elaborate security measures 
were taken to safeguard the life and property inspire 
of ground reality”, it further stated.

The union further wondered “why no action/
enquiry has been initiated against Shikatoli Aye till 
date who has posted on 31 December 2017 in social 
media group 'Naga Jester' claiming war was going to 
take place between Sumi and Sangtam”. 

According to the SRSU, “had the (Kiphire) dis-
trict administration been sensitive and conduct (sic) 
enquiry situation would not have spiralled out. In-
ability and inefficiency of district administration has 
facilitated total breakdown of law and order”. 

It demanded replacement of the incumbent dep-
uty commissioner while asking the state government 
to ‘immediately rehabilitate the affected families and 
provide adequate security in Sitimi village’.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The Rengma Selo 
Zi, a tribe youth organisation of  Rengmas 
and the Rengma Students’ Union on Friday 
iterated that it will continue to agitate and 
even lift the suspended bandh in case the 
state government do not act on their demand 
for a district. 

This was informed through a press re-
lease by the President RSZ  Kenneth Kath 
and President RSU RN David Magh.

"While the Rengma Selo Zi and the Reng-
ma Students’ Union continues to be firmly 
committed to  its resolution for indefinite 
bandh till the Tseminyu District demand is 
met, the RSZ and RSU hearkened to the call 
of  the Rengma Hoho for temporary suspen-
sion of  the bandh on humanitarian grounds.

 To enable temporary relief  to the pub-

lic," stated the press release. 
They also stated that the adhering to the 

decision of  Rengma Hoho to suspend the 
bandh, it was lifted from 8 am on January 
5. They however added that the suspension 
brought 'displeasure and disappointment' to 
the protesting volunteers  when they were 
disbursed after a brief  gathering. 

The two organisation iterated its resolu-
tion to continue the agitation until their de-
mand for Tseminyu district was fulfilled. 

" However, the two organizations re-
minded that the two organizations will lift 
the temporary suspension of  the bandh at 
any time and take further course of  neces-
sary  action in case of  inaction in appropri-
ate time or unsatisfactory action on the part 
of  the government," it added.

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (PTI) : 
The Budget Session of  Par-
liament is set to commence 
on January 29 and the Union 
Budget for 2018-19 will be 
presented on February 1, the 
Cabinet Committee on Par-
liamentary Affairs (CCPA) 
recommended today.

President Ram Nath Ko-
vind will address the joint 
sitting of  the two Houses on 
January 29 and the Econom-

ic Survey will be tabled on 
the same day, Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Ananth Ku-
mar told reporters here.

The first phase of  the ses-
sion will be from January 29 
to February 9. After a recess, 
Parliament will meet again 
from March 5 to April 6, Ku-
mar said, soon after the end 
of  the Winter Session.

The recommendation 
for the Budget Session dates 

were made by the CCPA 
headed by Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh which met 
here. It will be sent to the 
President.

There will be a recess be-
tween the session so that the 
department-related standing 
committees can clear the 
budgetary proposals related 
to their respective ministries.

The Winter Session of  
Parliament ended today.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
A Manipur scientist intro-
duced the hottest Indian 
Artificial Hybrid Chilli 
Pepper from a cross be-
tween Capsicum frutes-
cens, a local variety of  
chilli called Mashingkha 
and Capsicum chinense cv, 
popularly called Umorok 
in local tongue in a breed-
ing trial in Imphal.

The new inter-specific 
hybrid chilli pepper-
Kishor’s fire ball, a name 
given to the new hybrid 
chilli to signify its hotness, 
was developed during a 
breeding trial in 2007 as 
a hobby and since then 
genetic stabilisation of  
the hybrid genotype was 
continued, says Rajkumar 
Kishor who heads the Im-
phal based Kwaklei and 
Khonggunmelei Orchids 
Pvt Ltd, a hybrid orchids 
supplier and manufac-
turer.

Kishor’s fire ball, ac-
cording to Kishor, is the 
hottest Indian Artificial 
Hybrid Chilli Pepper. 
Analysis of the samples 
were done at the analytical 
laboratory of spices board 
in Cochin sometime ago, 

Washington, Jan. 5 (PTI) 
: Putting Pakistan on no-
tice, the US on Thursday 
suspended over USD 1.15 
billion in security aid and 
the supply of  military 
equipment to it for fail-
ing to clamp down on the 
dreaded Afghan Taliban 
and the Haqqani Network 
terror groups and disman-
tle their sanctuaries on its 
soil.

The freezing of  all se-
curity assistance to Paki-
stan comes after President 
Donald Trump in a New 
Year's Day tweet accused 
the country of  giving 
nothing to the US but "lies 
and deceit" and providing 
"safe haven" to terrorists 
in return for USD 33 bil-
lion aid over the last 15 
years.

The suspended amount 
also include USD 255 mil-
lion in Foreign Military 
Funding (FMF) for the 
fiscal year 2016 as man-
dated by the Congress.

In addition, the De-
partment of  Defense has 
suspended the entire USD 
900 million of  the Coali-
tion Support Funds (CSF) 
money to Pakistan for the 
fiscal year 2017 and other 
unspent money from pre-
vious fiscal years.

"Today we can confirm 
that we are suspending na-
tional security assistance 
only, to Pakistan at this 
time until the Pakistani 
government takes decisive 
action against groups, in-
cluding the Afghan Tali-
ban and the Haqqani Net-
work," State Department 
Spokesperson Heather 
Nauert told reporters.

"We consider them 

he said and explained that 
the chilli is now stable af-
ter selection of the desired 
traits through ten genera-
tions and now it is ready 
for field trial.

Informing the details 
of Kishor’s fire ball, he 
said the new hybrid chilli 
has an average pungency 
of 287400 Scoville Heat 
Unit (SHU) with a mean 
capsaicin content of 1.80 
percent against the pun-
gency of male parent 
Umorok’s 280,000 SHU 
with 1.7% capsaicin con-
tent and female parent 
(Mashingkha)’s average 

pungency of 107,200 
SHU with 0.67% capsai-
cin content.

Bhot Jolokia (or U 
Morok in Manipur), is 
presently India's hottest 
chilli, after being certified 
by the Guinness World 
Records as the World's 
hottest in 2007.

Besides having high 
pungency and capsaicin, 
this new hybrid chilli will 
be a farmer friendly plant 
as it has been genetically 
improved and it will re-
quire little effort in terms 
of hotness, productivity 
and resistance to diseas-

es, he added. The hybrid 
could be grown twice a 
year (in August and De-
cember).

“In Manipur, we’ve a 
number of chilli landraces 
or cultivars and the promi-
nent pungent ones includ-
ing Capsicum chinense 
cv.Umorok(Bhot Jolokia 
or Naga Mirch),Chingpi, 
Capsicum frutescens cul-
tivar and Capcisum frutes-
cens cv. Uchithi Morok. 
But little effort has been 
given to genetically im-
prove these resources in 
terms of hotness, produc-
tivity and resistance to 
diseases etc,” he added. 
“These chilli genetic re-
sources can be utilsed for 
production of chilli hybrid 
having better pungency 
and other agronomic 
traits.”

Kishor who is popular-
ly known for his landmark 
orchid research works in 
the region and a resident 
of Sagolband Bijoy Govin-
da in Imphal would like to 
apply for the inclusion of  
the new hybrid chilli in the 
Limca Book of Records 
later this year, considering 
its interesting commercial 
characters.



NPF Minority wing 
meet for coordination 

Forum appeals churches to pray 

Tuensang planning board 
deliberates on election work

Registration drive for labourers, 
traders in Medziphema 

Prayer centre observes foundation day 

Assam Rifles interacts with Jotsoma GBs 

Two arrested with illegal IMFL
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Tokuho Suhoi Neho speaking during the general conference 
of the Sakipheto Range Students’ Union at Zhuikhu village.

Israel G Xuivi speaking at the Xuivi Students’ Union’s 
conference.

A section of gathering seen praying at the foundation day oN Fri.

Assam Rifles officials interacting with village GBs.

Assam Rifles personnel along with the accused and confiscated IMFL.

Students’ unions busy about with general sessions 
Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The 
Sakipheto Range Students’ 
Union held its annual general 
conference from Dec. 3 to the 
5th at Zhuikhu village. 

The speaker of  the event 
was Tokuho Suhoi Neho, a 
former president of  West-
ern Sumi Students’ Union, 
and working president of  
Dimapur District GBs’ As-
sociation.

In his address to the gath-
ering, Neho challenged the 
students to be committed 
in acquiring knowledge and 
wisdom and help in trans-
forming the society, the re-
lease stated.

The speaker called the stu-
dents the future of  the society 
and that they have immense 
responsibility in shaping the 
people and the society. He 
called upon the students to 
help the society free from cor-
ruption and isms. 

Neho is also stated to have 
said that students’ community 
can play an important role in 
supporting the initiative of  the 

NBCC for clean election. 
Also, the Xuivi Students’ 

Union held its 71st annual 
conference during Dec. 27-29, 

with Israel G. Xuivi Zhimo, 
deputy commandant of  the 
9th IRB as the chief  guest of  
the event on Dec. 28. 

Speaking to the students 
during the occasion, the dep-
uty commandant said that the 
‘fear of  the Lord is the begin-
ning of  wisdom and thus one 
should humble themselves 
before God and live a disci-
plined life.’

‘Young people should re-
spect elders if  they want to 
be respected and regarded in 
the same manner by future 
generations,’ he said.

Emphasizing on the need 
to uphold and preserve one’s 
own cultural heritage, Zhimo 
said “Our culture and tra-
dition is our identity and 
therefore it is important that 
younger generations must 
preserve the culture and tradi-
tion and showcase the same to 
the world.”

Various cultural and liter-
ary competitions were also 
conducted during the confer-
ence, it was informed.

Kohima, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Joint Chris-
tian Forum (NJCF) has 
appealed to all the churches 
and Christians to pray for 
the success of  Naga Day, 
which is scheduled to be 
held on Jan. 10 in Kohima.

In an appeal stated in a 

letter on Fri., the president 
of  the NJCF Rev. Dr. Z 
Keyho stated that ‘Naga 
Day’ will be a day when 
the Naga people across the 
borders will expressed their 
identity of oneness and to-
getherness as a nation and 
people.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The 
District Planning and Develop-
ment Board of  Tuensang dis-
trict conducted a meeting in the 
conference hall of the district’s 
deputy commissioner in Tuen-
sang on Jan. 5. The meeting was 
presided over by vice chairman 
of  the DPDB, L Jamithung 
Lotha, also the deputy commis-
sioner of the district.

During the meeting, the dep-
uty commissioner directed all 
the departments in Tuensang to 
submit the list of employees for 
election purpose. They have been 
directed to do so at the earliest. 
Lotha directed the departments 
that have not yet completed 
preparation of the District Vision 
statement for 2022 to submit at 
the earliest.

According to a DPRO report, 
the forum also discussed issues 
of work distribution for the forth-
coming election matters. The 
deputy commissioner informed 
the departments of Public Works 
Department (roads and bridges), 
Power, and the Public Health 
Engineering department to be 
prepared for changes during the 
coming elections. 

It also informed that the 
Power and Irrigation depart-
ments would be presenting re-
ports of  their department’s ac-
tivities in the next meeting of  
the officials.

The deputy commissioner 
has requested all the departmen-
tal heads to attend the Noklak 
district inaugural programme 
as well.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The Medziphema Un-
ion of  Labour, Trade & Commerce has informed 
that registration drive for labourers and traders 
under Medziphema jurisdiction will continue till 
March 30.

In the press release the union president has 
asked all concerned are directed to comply with 
the same. After the expiry of  the registration pe-
riod, no individuals will be allowed to work or do 
business within Medziphema jurisdiction without 
registration, it informed.

The registration is also applied to all migrant 
labourers/construction labourers etc. coming to 
Medziphema from outside. 

In this regard, the union also informed con-
cerned contractor(s) who wish to bring in labour-
ers from outside shall be responsible for registra-
tion of  his/her labourers.

The office of  the Medziphema Union of  La-
bour, Trade & Commerce located beside Medz-
iphema Post office. The office will be opened every 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The 
NPF Minority wing held a joint 
coordination meeting at Dimapur 
division office’s conference hall, 
on Fri. The meeting was chaired 
by the division’s president, Roshan 
Tamang.  

A press release from the division 
general secretary stated that the 
main agenda of  the meeting was for 
reconciliation amongst NPF Minor-
ity members and new enrollment to 
strengthen the party NPF. 

The Minority wing Central 
president, Bishnu Bhattacharjee 
lauded the initiative of  reconcilia-
tion by NPF party president, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu and seniors 
which has united all party leaders 
in New Year. 

In the official meeting, Bhattach-
arjee requested the minority leaders 
to strictly adhere with party princi-
ples and reminded that the Minority 
wing was formed by seniors to ad-
dress issues related to minority com-

munity in higher authority through 
proper channel and it is functioning 
smoothly, the release sated.  

“Unity is the only way to 
strengthen Minority Wing, divi-
dend policy will never bring peace 
and prosperity at the end”, Bhat-
tarcharjee said.  

It also stated that the house has 
decided to welcome back the minor-
ity members who separated from the 
main body during political crisis. 

The house also requested inter-
ested members to approach NPF 
Central president with humble 
submission to rejoin in NPF party 
fold and work together under the 
leadership of  NPF President, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu.  

Members and office bearers 
from Minority Wing Dimapur di-
vision and Central were also said 
to have attended the meeting and 
resolved to work actively under the 
leadership of  Liezietsu and Bhat-
tacharjee.  

 Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
A center called the Na-
tional Peace Prayer Center 
observed its 10th foun-
dation day as well as the 
90th birthday of  its founder 
at the NPPC in Nihoto 
village on Fri. It was in-

formed that the programme 
was presided over by Dr. 
Hesheto Y Chishi while 
chaplain Vikheto Awomi 
pronounced the invocation. 
Special musical perform-
ances were given by Ngu-
vuto and sister, Aloke Yep-

tho, and Shekim Yeptho. 
The pastor of  Nihoto 

Baptist Church Kaiho 
Awomi presided over the 
cake cutting ceremony; and 
Rev. Tuyi of the NMM pro-
nounced dedication prayer, 
it was informed.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of thanks 
proposed by 

Ahovi Zhimo, treasurer 
of the NPPC. The benedic-
tion was informed to have 
been said by Kiholi Kuvung, 
coordinator of the NPPC.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
The Kohima battalion of  
the Assam Rifles of  the 
IGAR (north) had interac-
tions with GBs of  Jolsoma 
village on Fri.

During the interaction, 
the village GBs thanked 
Assam Rifles for conduct-
ing various camps and wel-
fare measures in the recent 
past, the release from the 
troops’ authority stated.

The team also said to 
have discussed on the on-
going situation in Kohi-
ma, involvement of  youth, 
medical aid and assist-
ance.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
The Wokha battalion of  
the Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of  HQ IGAR (North) 

have informed about the 
confiscation of  illegal liq-
uor in Wokha recently.  

Updates on Fri. stated 

that the security force es-
tablished a mobile check 
post at the Foot Hill road 
junction based on specific 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.6 8.4 6.3 62 NIL

ZBT 11.3 4.1 8.1 45 NIL

MON 20 10 11.2 89 NIL

TUENSANG 16 12 11.7 79 NIL

MKG 17 11 12.4 78 NIL

PHEK 15.6 6.4 6.1 89 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 14.5 8.5 7.3 73 NIL

TSEMINYU 20.8 4 8.6 60 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 23.6 15.8 14.6 79 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

information. 
According to the troops, 

liquor worth INR 7.5 lac 
were seized from one Tata  
407 pickup vehicle bearing 
registration No NL 05 G 
0546. 

During the enforce-
ment, the security person-
nel arrested two persons.

The accused were iden-
tified as a Yons Lotha alias 
Pochoru (38), the driver, 
and from Sangla village 
under Wokha district; and 
one TB Gurung (48), the 
co-driver, a resident of  
Wokha town, the updates 
informed.

The accused along with 
confiscated liquor were 
handed over to Bhandari 
Police Station for further 
investigation.

DEOs asked to call for transport, 
premises for polls 
The chief electoral officer of Nagaland has issued a 
notification informing all deputy commissioners and 
district election officers of Nagaland to act on behalf of 
the state’s government in requisitioning of vehicles and 
premises etc. for the conduct of the general elections to 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly in 2018. Any vehicle 
or premise belonging to private person or institution / 
organization shall be entitled to compensation under 
section-161 of the RP Act of 1951, the circular stated.

Wards asked to list households 
The Kohima Municipal Council’s (KMC) administrator 
Kethosituo Sekhose has informed all the 19 wards 
under the municipality to submit the list of number of 
households in their respective ward for the KMC census. 
They are to do so on or before Jan. 31.

WAYO to celebrate silver jubilee 
The Western Angami Youth Organization (WAYO) will be 
celebrating its silver jubilee on Jan. 6 at 10 a.m. at the 
WAPO ground at Sechü Zubza, near Kohima town. Nibu 
Nagi, a businessman, will attend the occasion as the 
chief guest while social activist Niketu Iralu will be the 
special guest for the event. Various other persons will be 
participating in the ceremony including Lhuphrevilie Rino, 
president of the Western Angami Public Organization; 
Neinguvotuo Krose, president of the Angami Youth 
Organization. Viseto Nagi, stated to be the first president 
of the WAYO will also address the event, it was informed. 
A ceremony to unveil the silver jubilee’s commemorative 
monolith will be conducted near the ABCC Prayer Garden 
too, it was informed. 

CKK to conducted first conference
The Chümoukedima Kephrünuoko Krotho (Al l 
Chümoukedima Student’s Union) will be conducting its 
first general conference on Jan. 9 at Chümoukedima 
village. The event is to be conducted with the theme 
“Carpe Diem” and to be hosted by the Chümoukedima 
Village Student’s Union. It was informed that the 
inaugural session of the event would be attended by 
Razouvotuo Chatsu, chairman of the Chümoukedima 
Village Council at 10 a.m. The formal programme will be 
followed by a competition from 1 p.m. The hosting village 
has informed all units to strictly follow the directive as 
notified in the programme.

CCRCYA to celebrate 45th anniversary
The Chakhesang Christian Revival Churches Youth 
Association (CCRCYA) will be celebrating its 45th 
anniversary with the theme ‘”Rise up and rebuilt 
(Nehemiah 2:18)” from Jan. 12-14. The event will be 
hosted by the Phek Village Christian Revival Church. 
The executive secretary of the ACRCC Rev. Dr. DL Sanchu 
and the executive secretary of the CCRC Rev. Vevozo 
Khamo will be the speakers for the session, it was 
informed. Praise and worship will be led by Truth Worship 
Centre. The pastor of the hosting church, Chitaneyi 
Venuh, has invited all the churches under the CCRC and 
all the believers to be a part of the programme.

Mokokchung DPDB to meet 
The monthly meeting of the Mokokchung District 
Planning Development Board (DPDB) has been convened 
for Jan. 8 at 11 a.m. It will be conducted in the conference 
hall of the ADC for Planning of Mokokchung. All the 
members of the board have been requested to attend 
the meeting.

Arms license holders in Mon asked to report 
All the arms license holders in Mon district have been 
informed that the port of the National Database of Arms 
License (NDAL) for uploading details of arms licenses 
and issue of Unique Identification Number (UIN) to all 
licensees has been reopened. The last date for uploading 
details and generating the UIN has been extended to 
March 31, it was informed. All license holders who 
have not updated their details in NDAL and generated a 
UIN are served the notice to produce their license and 
furnish the required particulars to the establishment of 
the deputy commissioner of Mon. They are required to 
submit the details in the prescribed format available with 
the establishment. Licenses without the UIN would be 
invalid after March 31, it was informed.
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R Tohanba along with EAC Shamator, village elders and neighbouring Sumi village elders at the inaugura on of Keyanrü village on January 5.

Dr. Benjongliba being felicitated  by Japukong youth on January 4.

Authorities asked to guide 
villagers in the right path

Aier urges youth to work in cohesion

JD (U) holds 
executive 

meet 

State’s gender statistics provide rare insights

One body recovered 

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
Inaugurating a new village 
namely ‘Kenyarü,’ under 
Chessore sub-division in 
Tuensang district, advi-
sor of  labour and employ-
ment, skill development 
and entrepreneurship, R 
Tohanba, has urged the 
pioneers and village au-
thorities to imbibe moral 
integrity, uprightness and 
truthfulness in order to 
guide the villagers in the 
right path.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral function on January 5, 
Tohanba stated that estab-
lishment of  a new village 
and getting government 
recognition is not an end in 
itself  but the beginning of  
a long journey to build an 
ideal and permanent set-
tlement for all villagers, ir-
respective of  age or gender.

The government has 

recognised ‘Kenyarü,’ a 
Yimchungrü village shar-
ing boundary with a cou-
ple of  Sumi villages under 
Aghunato sub-division.

Congratulating Keyan-
rü villagers for establishing 
a new village, Tohanba said 
establishment of  a new vil-
lage and getting govern-
ment recognition was not 
an end in itself  but the 
beginning of  a long jour-
ney to build an ideal and 
permanent settlement for 
all villagers, irrespective of  
age or gender.

Tohanba stated that set-
ting up of  new villages has 
become a necessity with 
increase in population. He 
has urged the pioneers and 
founders of  the new vil-
lage to keep in mind the 
immense responsibilities 
thrust upon them to lead 
the villagers toward a bet-

ter and more meaningful 
existence. 

“Only when the villag-
ers practice humbleness, 
tolerance and spirit of  giv-
ing and sharing at home, 
they can expect to earn re-
spect from others,” he said.

The advisor also ad-
vised the village authorities 
not to misuse the powers 
vested upon them but work 
with all humility for the 
welfare and development 
of  the village as a whole.

Tohanba said Keyanrü 
villagers are blessed as they 
have settled in one of  the 
most fertile lands of  the 
Yimchungrüs and with 
plenty of  scopes to develop 
economic and social ties 
with neighbouring villages 
and tribes. He also con-
veyed gratitude to neigh-
bouring Sumi villages for 
attending the celebration.

He further urged the 
villagers not to live in iso-
lation but to develop and 
maintain harmonious and 
peaceful co-existence with 
neighbouring villages.

EAC Shamator, Lima-
khumla Pongener, on be-
half  of  the district admin-
istration, congratulated 
Keyanrü villagers for get-
ting government recogni-
tion of  the new village. 

BDO Chessore, S Lak-
iumong, in his welcome, 
gave a brief  profile of  the 
new village.

Host of elders and GBs 
including head GBs of  
Zheshemi and Ngozubomi 
(Sumi villages) and head 
GBs of Chessore, Huker, 
Kephor and Ayiponger vil-
lages and president of Yim-
chungrü Tribal Council, K 
Keozih, also greeted Keyan-
rü villagers on the occasion.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary 
of  CAWD and Taxes, 
Dr. Benjongliba Aier, has 
urged the youth of  Japu-
kong Range to work to-
gether in cohesion in order 
to face the challenges in an 
era of  globalised competi-
tion.

Speaking at the three-
day 6th Japukong Youth 
Organisation volleyball 
tournament which got un-
derway at Yajang ‘C’ vil-
lage on January 4, Aier re-
minded all the participants 
to cultivate the motto of  its 
founding members basing 
on ‘Unity.’

He has suggested ac-
quiring sustainable de-
velopment basing on the 
principle of  unity in order 
to meet the needs of  the 
present without compro-
mising the ability of  future 
generation by integrating 
environmental health, eco-
nomic profitability and so-
cial and economic equity.

Stating that the DAN 
government under the 
leadership of  TR Zeliang 
has been giving impor-

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
Following appointment of  
NSN Lotha as the state 
convenor, the state unit 
Janata Dal (United) held 
an emergency executive 
meeting called by its presi-
dent Rhekhum on January 
4 at Hotel Saramati and 
unanimously endorsed two 
member team headed by 
its president to take stock 
of  the situation.

Besides discussing on 
various party activities, the 
house resolved to clarify 
the matter on appointment 
of  NSN Lotha from the 
party high command if  it 
was done as per the party 
constitution. 

This was stated in a 
press release issued by the 
party general secretary Lak-
iu Kips and the senior vice 
president Alvis Yanthan.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
In its first gender-wise pub-
lication ‘Gender statistics 
2016’ which was released 
on October 10, 2017, the 
directorate of  economics 
and statistics has embarked 
on the exercise to collect 
and collate gender-wise 
disaggregate data.

Through the exercise, 
it hoped to consolidate ref-
erence for policy makers, 
institutions and persons 
and contribute to acceler-
ating the progress towards 
achieving gender parity 
and equity between men 
and women through gen-
der empowerment policies.

While highlighting the 
statistics relating to popu-
lation, health, literacy, 
education, participation in 
economy, decision mak-
ing and social obstacles in 
women’s empowerment, 
it has also highlighted the 
various special provision 
for women empowerment 
and initiatives for the state 
of  Nagaland as under:
The Nagaland State Com-
mission for Women: is a 
statutory body, constituted 
by the state government un-
der the Nagaland Women 
Commission Act 2006 to 
investigate and examine all 
matters relating to women 
issues and also to safeguard 
the women provisions 
which was provided for 
women under the Constitu-
tion and other laws.
The Nagaland Municipal 
Act 2001, Amendment 
2006: Reservation Bill for 
women, the 108 (Amend-
ment) Act 2008 (women 
reservation bill) granting 
women ‘political rights’ 
is a positive step taken by 
the government to include 
women in decision making 
process.
Department of women 
resource development: the 
state government created 
the department of  women 
resource development to 
give special focus on the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of  women and their 
resources and empower-
ment of  women through 
various activities like 
awareness generation and 
capacity building, training 
and skill upgradation, pro-
motion of  rural and urban 
entrepreneurship, liveli-
hood support intervention, 

institution building and 
formation, facilitation of  
credit and micro-financing 
and marketing-training, 
support and linkage.
The State Resource Cen-
tre for Women (SRCW): 
The State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCW) is the 
implementing agency of  
the National Mission for 
Empowerment of  Women 
(NMEW). The SRCW pro-
vides institutional support 
to implement the activi-
ties of  the mission of  the 
state. The focus is to facili-
tate government and other 
stakeholders involved in 
women centric issues so as 
to implement gender sensi-
tive programmes, laws and 
schemes through effectual 
coordination. The primary 
objective of  the SRCW is 
to work for holistic empow-
erment of  women in the 
state cutting across multi-
ple sectors.
Maternity leave benefit: 
The state government 
through an office memo-
randum dated April 3, 
2017 has enhanced the ex-
isting ceiling of  90 days of  
maternity leave under CSS 
(leave) Rules, 1792 to 180 
days for the female state 
government employees.
Nagaland Vision 2030: in 
the vision 2030 document, 
specific chapters caption 
as ‘Gender mainstream-
ing’ has been included 
highlighting gender-based 
disadvantages issues and 
suggesting various steps for 
empowerment of  women 
especially steps for ensur-
ing participation of  wom-
en in decision making and 
leadership roles.
Some basic statistics:
1. As per Census 2011, the 

population of  Nagaland 
is 19,78501 lakh consist-
ing of  953853 lakh fe-
male, which accounts for 
48.21% to total popula-
tion with 931 female per 
1000 males.

2. Districts of  Zunhe-
boto, Wokha, Phek and 
Kiphire have higher sex 
ratio as compared to dis-
tricts of  Mon, Longeng 
and Peren, which have 
lower sex ratio. Over the 
last 40 years, the sex ra-
tio of  Mokokchung, Ko-
hima and Dimapur have 
improved substantially. 

3. Females in the age groups 
of 15-29 years and 30-59 

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): 
One body of  a non-Naga 
woman, age around 40 
years, was found from an 
under construction build-
ing belonging to Chakhe-
sang organisation in Di-
mapur on January 5.

A press release issued 
by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner/ PRO stat-
ed that no injury mark was 
found during preliminary 

enquiry and suspected 
to have died of  illness. It 
added that after obtaining 
all legal formalities, the de-
ceased was shifted to Civil 
Hospital morgue for post-
mortem examination and 
identification.

Claimant for the dead 
body or relatives and 
friends are requested to 
contact Women Police Sta-
tion, Officer-in-Charge. KG
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26th May 1985 - 13th December 2017

The family members of Dr. LHUVETO NYEKHA C.M.O. 
Tizit Primary Health Centre would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to one and all who stood by us morally, 

physically, in material and in prayer support during the brief 
illness at RIMS Imphal till he breathed his last on 13th December 
2017. Our sincere gratitude to Dr. Dietho Koza, Dr. Atou, Dr. 
Yepeto Lohe ,all Nurses and sta� of ICU RIMS for their constant 
care and all round support and also convey our special thanks 
to the following individuals and organizations :-
1. Mr. Kuzholuzo Azo Nienu Minister Home Nagaland
2. Mr. Zachilhu Vadeo Former Minister Nagaland
3. Rev Dr Vevo Phesao Sr Pastor CBC Minister’s Hill Kohima
4. Mr. Toshi Aier IAS Rtd Chief Secretary
5. Mr. Khekiye Sema IAS Rtd Secretary
6. Mrs. Chubala Anar Secretary P & AR
7. Mr. Mulekhoyi Medeo OC Khuzama PS
8. Mrs. Ikhuli Kamili Yeptho Spirit of Faith Church Imphal
9. Tizit Block Medical Sta�
10.  O�cers and Sta� Health & Family Welfare Nagaland
11.  Nagaland Medicos Union Imphal NMUI
12.  Blood Donors
13.  S Hetoyi Village Prayer Fellowship
14.  Kiyekhu Village
15.  Chakhesang Upper Forest Colony Prayer Fellowship
16.  Agri Forest Electrical Youth Fellowship
17.  Mewibogei Council & Youth
18.  Agri Forest Women Prayer Fellowship
19.  Upper Agri Forest Chakhesang Union
20.  Chakhesang Baptist Church Minister’s Hill & Youth
21.  Chakhesang Baptist Church Kohima
22.  Dzulhami Welfare Society Kohima
23.  Dzulhami Women society Kohima
24.  Dzulhami Baptist Church
25.  Dzulhami Village Council

Words fail to reach you individually, nevertheless it remains our 
sincere prayer God Almighty in turn richly Bless all abundantly 
for all your kind deeds.

Loving Wife Avika Veto, Kukhrunelu Jessica Daughter, Mum 
& Dad, Brother, sister and all loved ones.

K-1512 
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tance on games and sports, 
he encouraged the youth to 
be sincere, punctual, dis-
ciplined and avoid all evil 
vices in order to build up 
their physical and spiritual 
life.

Aier has encouraged 
the players to maintain a 
positive attitude and have 
confidence to counter any 
hindrances to attain excel-
lence. He has urged the 
participants to be disci-
plined and strive hard to 
fulfil their wishes.

years who never married 
were 35.55% and 4.90% re-
spectively whereas, 28.18% 
and 63.98% in the same 
age group were married.

4. Female literacy rate has 
increased from 61.50 
during 2001 to 76.11 dur-
ing 2011.

5. Mokokchung district 
has the highest female 
literacy rate of  91% 
while Kiphire has the 
lowest with 64% indicat-
ing urgent government 
intervention to check the 
imbalances in the female 
literacy rate.

6. It is interesting to note 
that the percentage of fe-
male cultivators (65.2%) 
and agricultural labourers 
(7.3%) is more than male 
comprising of 47.4% and 
5.8% respectively. 

7. As per the source pro-
vided by government 
employees’ census, DES, 
percentage composition 

of  government female 
employees to total em-
ployees comprised of  
Class-I (26.22%), Class-
II (21.99%), Class-III 
(22.72%) and class-IV 
(21.27%) during the tear 
2014.

8. Female participation 
(voters) in the state gener-
al elections has increased 
from 80.51% during the 
2nd general election in 
1969 to 91.33% during 
the 12th general election 
in 2013.

9. Data also shows an in-
crease of  crime against 
women in the recent 
years. at the same time, 
Dimapur district has 
recorded the highest 
number of  crime reg-
istered against women 
with 59 incidences and 
followed by Kohima 
with 19 incidents of  
crimes registered against 
women.



4 REGION
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, January 6, 2018

Agartala, Jan. 5 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s “Act 
East Policy” has led to faster work 
on infrastructure development 
projects in northeast India, including 
extension of railway lines, Minister 
of State for Railways Rajen Gohain 
said here on Friday.

“Due to  Pr ime Minis ter 
Narendra Modi’s ‘Act East Policy’, 
the projects relating to infrastructure 
development of  northeast India 
are being implemented on priority 
basis. The projects include roads and 
railways,” Gohain said after flagging 
off  the “Humsafar Express” train 
from here to Bengaluru.

“By 2020 all the remaining state 
capitals would be linked by broad 
gauge railway line.”

The capitals of  Agartala, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam are 
already connected by broad gauge 
railway lines. Works for extension 
of  railway lines in Mizoram, 
Manipur and Nagaland are going 

on with top priority basis, while in 
Sikkim and Meghalaya, some land 
related problems have become a 
hurdle.

Tripura’s capital on Friday 
was linked with Bengaluru by 
“Humsafar Express”, becoming the 
second city in the northeast to get 
a newly introduced train, equipped 
with modern facilities.

Friday’s event was a formal 
inaugural and services for the public 
will start on January 9. The weekly 
train will link the two state capitals 
via Kamakhya, Howrah, Cuttack 
and Vijayawada.

The 3,030 km train service 
was launched from Kamakhya 
(near Guwahati) to Bengaluru on 
December 25, 2016. Now it has been 
extended to Agartala.

According to the Northeast 
Frontier Railways’ (NFR) General 
Manager Chahatey Ram, the train, 
the first connecting southern India 
with Tripura, will halt at seven 

stations between Agartala and 
Guwahati and at 28 stations in 
between Agartala and Bengaluru 
Cantonment station in its 3,614 km 
long journey across six states.

The Humsafar Express train, 
which is a fully AC 3-tier service, 
has 14 coaches, provided with on 
board Wi-fi and infotainment, he 
said.

“Better than the Rajdhani 
Express, ‘Humsafar Express ‘ train 
coaches are equipped with facilities 
like GPS (Global Positioning System) 
based passenger information system, 
and fire and smoke detectors,” said 
Ram, adding that they will also 
have mobile charging points and 
reading lights for each passenger 
along with easy upper berth climbing 
arrangement.

The Humsafar Express, promised 
in the budget, will also have facilities 
like baby nappy changing pads, and 
tea and coffeemakers.

The  ra i lway  au thor i t i e s 

since 2016 are operating the 
Kanchanjunga Express -- between 
Agartala and Sealdah (Kolkata) 
via Assam’s Silchar and Guwahati 
twice a week, and the weekly Tripura 
Sundari Express between Agartala 
and Delhi’s Anand Vihar station 
besides Rajdhani Express.

The NFR is now extending 
the railway lines up to southern 
Tripura’s border town Sabroom, 135 
km south of Agartala.

Gohain, in the presence of  
Tripura Transport Minister Manik 
Dey and other Members of  
Parliament, also flagged-off  the 
passenger train services on the newly-
laid 9.2 km track between southern 
Tripura’s temple city Udaipur and 
Garjee. 

This new broad gauge section is 
a part of Agartala-Sabroom railway 
project being executed to get access 
the Bangladesh’s Chittagong sea 
port, which is just 72 km away from 
Sabroom.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu , Jan. 5 (EMN): 
Karbi bodies comprising the 
Karbi Youth Organization 
(KYO) and the United 
Lumbajong Development 
Committee (ULDC) have 
submitted a memorandum 
to Karbi Anglong’s  Deputy 
Commissioner  Adil Khan 
on Jan. 4, Thur. requesting 
to take immediate action 
against the menace of illegal 
mining and smuggling of  
coal in various parts of  
Karbi Anglong.

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e 
memorandum that mining 
and smuggling of coal was 
being continuously going 
on in different parts of  
Karbi Anglong including 
Langmil i ,  Koi lamat i , 
Disama and Klurdung.

The organisations in the 
memorandum expressed 
dismay on the affects of  
coal mining. ‘We are aware 
that coal mining causes 
deforestation and releases 
toxic amount mineral and 
heavy metals into the soil 
and water. The effects of  
mining coal persist for years 
after the coal is removed. 
Strip mining which is 
also known as open cast, 

mountain top or surface 
mining is mostly done by 
illegal miners or smugglers 
in our district. Strip mining 
involves scraping away 
earth and rocks to get coal 
buried near the surface. It 
also destroys landscapes, 
forest and wildlife habitats 
and also causes soil erosion, 
increased risk of  chemical 
contamination of  ground 
water among other side 
effects,” the release added. 

The press statement was 
issued by KYO General 
Secretary Se-im Teron 
and ULDC Secretar y 
Mongalsing Timung. The 
Karbi bodies also appealed 
the people who are involved 

in an illegal mining to stop 
their illegal activities in 
Karbi Anglong.

The KYO leader told 
Eastern Mirror that the 
bodies will soon approach 
the governor of  Assam 
concerning the menace 
illegal mining of coal in the 
district and to the Minister 
of  mining, Government 
of  India to stop the illegal 
mining in the region. 

Protesting the illegal 
mining they are said to 
have pasted some posters 
in various places of  Karbi 
A n g l o n g  w h i l e  a l s o 
appealing to the authorities 
to immediately stop the 
illegal mining, he added.

Shillong, Jan. 5 (IANS): Sharpening his 
attacks on the BJP and the RSS, Chief  
Minister Mukul Sangma on Friday called 
them “agents of  devil”, and expressed 
confidence that the Congress party will 
retain power in Meghalaya, after the state 
polls slated for later this year.

The veteran Congress leader accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government 
at the Centre of  being dictated to by the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
headquarters in Nagpur who pick and 
choose who should be inducted into the 
Cabinet.

“Prime Minister (Narendra Modi) 
does not have power even to decide who 
should be a Minister (to be inducted into his 
Cabinet). This is how this NDA government 
is working and that is why you see what you 
see,” the veteran Congress leader said.

“That is why you see the government 
some times doing things to embolden the 
so-called fringe elements,” he added.

Sangma was addressing his party leaders 
felicitating Public Health Engineering 
Minister Celestine Lyngdoh, who has been 
newly appointed as the Meghalaya Congress 
President.

“What is the agenda of BJP and what 
is the agenda of  NDA government? The 
agenda of  the NDA government is the 
agenda of BJP and the agenda of BJP is the 
agenda of RSS. It is RSS who dictates, it is 
RSS who decides,” the Chief Minister said.

Exhorting Congress leaders and workers 
to fight against RSS agents in Meghalaya, 
Sangma said: “We have to fight against the 
‘agents of devil’. They are agents of devil 
because they want to divide the people, to 

make people fight; they want to make people 
kill each other. Will agent of God engage in 
these kinds of agendas?”

On the recent attacks on the Christian 
missionaries, Sangma said he had to write 
a letter to Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh after requests from the people of the 
state who have children staying in other parts 
of the country.

“I had to write a strong letter to the 
Home Minister, saying this is what is 
happening. It is a dangerous trend and there 
will be repercussions if  our boys and girls 
there become victims of  such elements. 
There will be spillover effect that can result 
in chaotic law and order situation,” he said.

On the Congress’ prospects in the 
upcoming assembly elections, Sangma 
voiced confidence that the ruling Congress 
would win as many as 38 seats.

“As of  now, Congress will win in 38 
seats. I am sure of that. We are far ahead (of  
others),” Sangma said.

However, the Congress has already 
suffered a major setback after seven of  
its legislators resigned as members of  
the assembly and joined the BJP and the 
National People’s Party (NPP) ahead of the 
state polls.

Moreover, veteran Congress legislator 
and state Congress president and four-time 
Chief  Minister D.D. Lapang, incumbent 
Deputy Chief  Minister Prof  Roytre 
Christopher Laloo and Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Roshan Warjri have been 
declared “retired” from electoral politics. 

The ninth Meghalaya Assembly 
comprising 60 members was constituted 
on March 1, 2013, and its term expires on 
March 6.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Jan 5. (EMN): 
Poumai Thounii, the biggest 
traditional festival of  the 
Poumai community was 
celebrated at Thingba 
Khunou (Shomai) village, 
a b o u t  1 3 0  k m  n o r t h 
of  Imphal in Manipur’s 
Senapati district on Fri.

Among those  who 
attended the event included 
Manipur Chief  Minister 
N Biren Singh; Works and 
Power Minister Th Biswajit; 
Tribal Affairs and Hills 
Minister N Kayasii; Public 
Health and Engineering 
department minister Losii 
Dikho;  ML Markson, 
chairman of  Autonomous 
District Council of Senapati; 
L Soloni Pao, president 
of  the PNU; Vineet Joshi, 
principal secretary to CM; 
Arun Irengbam, media 
advisor to CM.

Speaking during the 
occasion Chief  Minister 
Singh said that a heritage 
complex for the Poumai 
community  would  be 
developed by the state’s 
government at Saranamei 
village. The project is to 
‘preserve and protect the 
historical elements and 
antique items associated 
with the community.’

P r o m i s i n g  t o  p u t 
forward the request to 

broadcast Poumai dialect 
programmes in between 
6.20 to 6.50 pm in All India 
Radio of Imphal, he assured 
the Poumai to discuss the 
demand to declare Poumai 
Thounii as a restricted 
holiday for the state.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
government’s new initiatives 
in various fronts, Singh said 
that the government would 
launch two different welfare 
schemes on statehood day 
on January 21. ‘Hakshelgi 
Tengbang’ (Manipur Health 
Protection Scheme) will be 
launched on the day and 
become functional from 
the next day. The scheme 
would provide cashless 
benefit up to Rs 2 lakh per 
year per BPL/AAY/poor 
family.

Ten wel l -equipped 
ambulances would also be 
put in service at hill district 
headquarters from this day 
onwards in order to reduce 
the inconveniences faced 
by the people of  hill and 
interior areas in bringing 
patients to health centres 
and hospitals, he said and 
added that Rs 11 crore 
had been earmarked to 
construct a Guest House 
for the Chiefs of  different 
villages of  hill districts 
inside the complex of Royal 
Palace in Imphal.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN):  A youth 
organisation, the Zeliangrong Youth Front 
(ZUF) has opposed what is stated to be 
a convention to be conducted by another 
organisation, the Rongmei Naga People’s 
Organization (RNPO) in Tamenglong 
district. The ZUF issued a press release on 
Fri. 

‘The proposed convention organized by 
the RNPO in Tamenglong district during 
Jan. 8-9 2018 is nothing but only to create 
disharmony and hatred among the brothers 
and sisters of the Zeliangrong family,’ the 
press release stated. 

“The said convention organized by 
RNPO where one particular religious 
group is seemingly taking keen interest 
will not serve any good purpose since 
the Zeliangrong people are professing 
different religions in addition to professing 
Zeliangrong indigenous religions.”

The organisation cautioned that the 
youths and students “who are the pillars of  
the Zeliangrong future should not involve 
in such sectarian and destructive activities 
which will be regretful in future.”

The ZYF declared that there was ‘no 
logical reason to glorify when ones family 
is torn into pieces and when the brothers 
and sisters of  the same origin are divided 
by giving different names of administrative 
creation.’

‘Never be part of  destructive activities 
based on distorted history but be part of  
constructive activities for whatever you do 
will be recorded in the pages of history. The 
Zeliangrong Youth Front make known to all 
that any resolution or declaration of RNPO 
convention if made shall not be binding on 
Zeliangrong people in whatsoever manner,’ 
the organisation added in the press release, 
appended by its President Titus Kamei.

Imphal, Jan. 5 (IANS): Manipur Chief  
Minister N. Biren Singh has said that all 
guilty police officers involved in a scam 
involving purchase of sub-standard belts for 
the police and paramilitary battalions will 
be punished.

The police department had purchased 
20,000 leather belts at Rs 24,40,000 that were 
supplied during 2013-14. 

At his press conference late Thursday, 
Singh demonstrated the poor quality of the 
belts by tearing one of them up.

The Chief Minister, who also holds the 
home portfolio, said at the presser that two 
senior police officers, Faumei Gonglin and 

M. Kumarjit, were suspended in connection 
with the scam. 

S. Manglemjao, a retired Inspector 
General of Police was also denied pension 
benefits. 

The government had blacklisted the 
supplying firm, M/s Abdul Gani Khan. 

The firm, however, approached the 
court since there were some lapses in the 
government action. The Manipur High 
Court has quashed the blacklisting order.

The Chief  Minister said that the 
government shall take all necessary steps 
to recover the full amount from the officials 
indicted by the inquiry committee. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu,  Jan.  5  (EMN):  
‘Rongker’ an annual sacred 
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  K a r b i 
community was observed 
across Karbi Anglong on Fri. 
Jan. 5. 

Functions on a grand scale 
were held in almost all the 
Karbi villages across the district 
to celebrate the occasion.

The ritual is observed in the 
beginning of the year for peace 
and prosperity in the village. 
Kurusar (priest) perform 
prayers and offer animal 
sacrifices to appease the Karbi 
deities and seek their blessings 
for the welfare of  the village 
and its protection from any evil 
entities and natural calamities. 
The community believes that 
non-observance of  the ritual 
will invite misfortune upon the 
village and its inhabitants. 

L i k e,  eve r y  ye a r  i n 
Rongmonjir village, Diphu 

the village headman Chondro 
Terang also a Kurusar for the 
occasion initiated the religious 
ceremony in the presence of  
the villagers.  The ritual was 
performed in other villages 
of  Diphu including villages 

on Bey, Arlong Sangti , 
Rongchingri, and others.

M e m b e r s  o f  o t h e r 
communities were also seen 
participating in the celebration 
of  their fellow brothers  thus 
adding more merriment and 

strengthening the bonds of  
brotherhood.

However, a few power 
hung r y  and  egocen t r i c 
politicians in power have off  
late created confusion among 
the people of  the community 
regarding the event date. 

ASDC during the helm 
of  affairs in KAAC had 
fixed January 5 for observing 
Rongker.      

However, the subsequent 
Congress government changed 
it for Feb. 5 leaving the 
common people in disarray.  
Some villages have since then 
started observing the festival 
on the newly announced date 
whereas some stuck on to the 
earlier declared date every year. 

People are of  the view 
that a common date should be 
fixed after proper discussion 
among the religious, political, 
social, students leaders and the 
common people.

Itanagar, Jan. 5 (PTI): The All 
Arunachal Pradesh Students Union 
has made it clear to the Centre that 
people of the state will not accept 
citizenship to Chakma and Hajong 
refugees at any cost, an AAPSU 
release said today.

The students’ body attended the 
joint high power committee meeting 
on the vexed Chakma-Hajong issue 
in New Delhi yesterday, which was 
chaired by Joint Secretary (North 
East) Satyendra Garg, the release 
said.

AAPSU president Hawa 
Bagang told representatives of  
the Union Home Ministry that 
citizenship to the Chakma-Hajong 
refugees “will never be acceptable to 
the people of Arunachal Pradesh”.

He also highlighted the 
“atrocities committed by the 
refugees against the indigenous 
people” and doubted the Centre’s 

“sincerity in resolving the issue”, 
the release said.

The student body’s general 
secretary Tobom Dai told the 
Chakma-Hajong delegations, who 
also took part in the meeting, to 
consider citizenship outside the 
territory of  Arunachal Pradesh 
without preconditions.

“Unrelenting attitude (of  the 
Chakma-Hajongs) asking for 
citizenship within Arunachal 
Pradesh will boomerang and the 
people of the state will never accept 
it,” Dai said.

The meeting was convened as a 
follow-up to AAPSU’s demand in 
June last year here, seeking an early 
solution to the contentious refugee 
issue, the release added.

All-party meeting, convened by 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu on 
June 19, 2017 had decided to move 
the Union Home Ministry to revive 

the Joint High Powered Committee 
on Chakma and Hajong refugee 
issue.

In a letter to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
September 18, Khandu said the 
matter was of  deep emotional 
concern, and Arunachal Pradesh 
was not ready to accept any 
infringement of the Constitutional 
protection given to the state’s tribals.

C h a k m a s  a n d  H a j o n g s 
were originally residents of  the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts in erstwhile 
East Pakistan, who left their 
homeland when it was submerged 
by the Kaptai dam project in the 
1960s.

Several organisations and civil 
society in Arunachal Pradesh have 
been opposing citizenship to the 
Chakma and Hajong refugees, 
saying it would change the 
demography of the state.

Aizawl, Jan. 5 (PTI): One person died 
and at least 47 people have been infected 
with suspected scrub typhus virus at 
Phullen village in Aizawl district, Health 
department officials said today.

Nodal officer of the State Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) 
Dr Pachuau Lalmalsawma, who visited 
Phullen village yesterday said the spread 
of the disease has been contained and the 
patients were given medical treatment.

Phullen village is about 125 kilometre 
north-east of the state capital.

Lalmalsawma said that the first 

case was detected during the last part of  
November and new infection detected till 
January 3.

Scrub typhus is a mite-borne disease 
caused by Orientia tsutsugamushi 
(formerly Rickettsia tsutsugamushi).

Symptoms are fever, a primary lesion, 
a macular rash, and lymphadenopathy.

Cases of scrub typhus infection have 
been detected in Champhai, Aizawl and 
Lunglei districts. Over a hundred people 
have died in the state during the past few 
years due to scrub typhus infection, Health 
department officials said.

Agartala, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
The final electoral rolls 
of  Tripura published on 
Friday showed a record 
increase of the gender ratio 
in the state to 971 females to 
1,000 males, Tripura Chief  
Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Sriram Taranikanti said 
here.

“Though I have no 
exact data readily available, 
the sex ratio of Tripura (in 
the electoral rolls) is much 
higher than the national 
average and many states in 
India,” he told reporters after 
the publication of the final 
electoral rolls.

In last year’s electoral 
rolls in Tripura, there were 
965 female voters for every 
1,000 males.

On the basis of  these 
final rolls, which would 
soon be formally handed 
over to the recognised 

national political parties, 
the  c r uc ia l  a s sembly 
elections in the Left-ruled 
Tripura will be held next 
month.  After  about a 
four-and-half-month-long 
summary revision of  the 
voters’ list, the final rolls 
were published on Friday 
simultaneously across the 
state with January 1, 2018, 
as qualifying date of age.

“ T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission on Thursday 
has allowed the state Election 
Department to publish the 
final photo-affixed electoral 
rolls,” Taranikanti said.

According to the final 
rolls, in all 2,569,216 voters 
including 1,265,785 females 
have been enrolled in the 
electoral rolls increasing by 
2.52 per cent voters from last 
year’s rolls.

Around 34,845 names 
were deleted from the 

electoral rolls due to various 
reasons, including death 
and shifting of places. Over 
47,800 first time voters under 
the age group of 18-19 years 
were included their names 
in the rolls.

According to the draft 
electoral lists published on 
August 24 last year, the total 
number of voters in Tripura 
was 2,505,997 including 
1,230,628 women.

The ruling Communist 
Party of  India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) in Tripura has 
condemned the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) series 
of allegations to the Election 
Commission (EC) about 
inaccuracy in the voters’ 
list and alleged that the 
opposition party has tried 
to delay the election process 
aiming to promulgate 
President’s rule in the state.

The BJP, however, has 

denied the allegations. A 
BJP delegation led by Union 
Minister for Minority Affairs 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on 
Thursday met the EC and 
demanded to hold free and 
fair polls in Tripura.

Tripura, the country’s 
second Left-ruled state after 
Kerala, will see assembly 
polls in February to elect its 
new state assembly.

Two other northeastern 
states -- Meghalaya and 
Nagaland, will have polling 
in the same period. The 
assemblies in Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Nagaland have 
60 seats each.

The five-year terms of  
the Meghalaya, Nagaland 
and Tripura assemblies 
would expire on March 6, 
13 and 14, respectively.

T h e  E l e c t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( E C ) 
led by Chief  Election 

Commiss ioner  (CEC) 
A.K. Joti had visited all the 
three northeastern states 
earlier and reviewed the 
poll preparedness and also 
asked the state officials 
to ensure the conducive 
law and order situation 
for holding of  assembly 
elections. While the Left 
Front  holds  power in 
Tripura, the Congress is in 
power in Meghalaya and 
the Naga People’s Front-
led Democratic Alliance 
of  Nagaland (DAN) is in 
Nagaland. The DAN is 
supported by the BJP. 

The poll panel already 
announced that the Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit 
Trail (VVPAT) machine 
attached to the Electronic 
Voting Machine (EVM) 
would be used in all the 
polling stations of  the three 
states.

Modi’s ‘Act East’ Policy boosted 
infrastructure in NE— Minister

KA bodies submits memorandum 
to DC; protests coal mining

Youth front opposes RNPO conclave 

scam will be punished—Biren Singh

‘Rongker’ observed across Karbi Anglong People of Arunachal against 
Chakma-Hajong citizenship— AAPSU

Scrub typhus virus: One person 
dies; 47 infected in Mizoram 
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Minister says dynamic air ticketing ok, 
as parliament panel asks for price limit

RBI to issue new INR 10 notes with Konark Sun Temple motif

Reliance Energy offers Google TEZ payment platform

Jio to offer 1GB data per 
day for Rs 149 per month

Honor wearable ‘Band A2’ in India

HP recalls 50,000 laptop 
batteries globally

Indian economy’s growth 
estimated at 6.5% in 2017-18 contact them till the time 

the story went on wire.
The Committee said 

that merely taking strictest 
action against the employ-
ees does not absolve the 
airline of  its guilt of  the 
incident.

“The Committee ob-
serves that the problems af-
fecting the airlines are not 
personal; it is institutional. 
An institution like Indigo 
has to develop a consumer 
friendly approach in deal-
ing with their passengers. 
The Committee believes 
that being a leader in mar-
ket share, Indigo needs to 
look inward and find out 
the reasons for the discour-
teous attitude and rude 
and indifferent behavior of  
their employees, whether 
it is their cabin crew or the 
ground staff. The Commit-
tee emphasizes that the ar-
rogant behavior of  employ-
ees should stop.” 

“The crew should be 
trained to be more polite 
than saying ‘please’ or 
‘thank you’. The passen-
gers expect a civilised be-
havior from the cabin crew 
and the ground staff  as the 
salaries to the cabin crew 
and ground staff  are paid 

from the income earned 
from the passengers,” the 
report added.

The report also 
slammed various airlines 
for not efficiently manning 
checkin counters and cre-
ating artificial situations 
to deny boarding to con-
firmed ticket holders. 

“The check-in process 
and collection of  luggage 
are cumbersome and time 
consuming. What the pas-
senger wants is a quick 
checkin, without long 
queues and a smooth proc-
ess of  security check.

“Despite the huge 
claims of  airlines regarding 
the check-in process, the 
Committee is compelled 
to observe that the check-
in counters are in a mess, 
especially those of  the low 
cost airlines such as In-
digo.”

The Committee said 
the airlines are overbook-
ing flights and creating 
later, “artificial situations 
to deny boarding to the 
confirmed ticket holders. 
Many a times it has been 
noticed that adequate 
number of  personnel are 
not posted to man the 
check-in counters.”

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (IANS): The In-
dian economy is expected to grow at 
a slower 6.5 per cent in 2017-18 com-
pared to the 7.1 per cent in 2016-17, 
official data showed on Friday.

According to the estimate of na-
tional income for 2017-18 released by 
the Central Statistics Office (CSO), 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at 
constant (2011-12) prices for 2017-18 
is likely to attain a level of Rs 129.85 
lakh crore. 

“The growth in GDP during 2017-
18 is estimated at 6.5 per cent as com-
pared to the growth rate of 7.1 per cent 
in 2016-17,” the Ministry of Statistics 
& Programme Implementation said 

in its estimate of National Income for 
2017-18.

Earlier, the country’s GDP growth 
for the second quarter of the current 
fiscal ended September 30 was 6.3 per 
cent -- up from 5.7 per cent reported 
during the first quarter of 2017-18.

The CSO has primarily used sev-
en-month data to extrapolate for the 
full fiscal.

As per the data, the Gross Value 
Added (GVA) at basic constant prices 
(2011-12) is anticipated to increase 
from Rs 111.85 lakh crore in 2016-17 
to Rs 118.71 lakh crore in 2017-18. 

“Anticipated growth of real GVA 
at basic prices in 2017-18 is 6.1 per cent 

as against 6.6 per cent in 2016-17.”
The data disclosed that sectors like 

‘public administration, defence and 
other services’, ‘Trade, hotels, trans-
port, communication and services re-
lated to broadcasting’, ‘electricity, gas, 
water supply and other utility services’ 
and ‘financial, real estate and profes-
sional services’ registered a growth 
rate of over 7 per cent.

On the other hand, growth in the 
‘agriculture, forestry and fishing’, 
‘mining and quarrying’, ‘manufactur-
ing’ and ‘construction’ sectors “is esti-
mated to be 2.1 per cent, 2.9 per cent, 
4.6 percent and 3.6 per cent”, respec-
tively.

I, LHOULAKHONO (Old 
Name) should be known 
as LHOULAKHONO 
SAVINO (New Name)  
Affidavit No.12/2018,  
Dated: 05.01.2018.

NAME CHANGE
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Regd. No. 2686/2017, Dated: 05/09/2017 

I, Ivitoli Chishi, D/o of Nikuto 
Chishi, R/o, Block-2 Thilixu 
Village, Dimapur-797112, 
Nagaland, do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare that my 
name is inadvertently entered 
as Ivitoli N. Chishi, D/o Nikuto 
instead of Ivitoli Chishi, D/o 
Nikuto Chishi in some of my 
documents and both refer to 
one and same person. From 
today I shall be known as Ivitoli 
Chishi, D/o of Nikuto Chishi in 
all my official documents.

Notary Public 

AFFIDAVIT 

D
-4

94
2

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 
Government of India

Branch o�ce: - Dimapur, Nagaland  Phone No: 03862-248537

Notice Inviting Tenders/Quotations

1. Name of the work: - RFP for the hiring of space on lease basis 
for a period of two years for its Site o�ce 
cum guest house (Manager/ Site Engineer 
level) in Pfutsero (Distt. Phek), Nagaland.

The last date for receipt of complete tender in the o�ce of 
the undersigned is 12/01/2018 upto 12:00 hours.
For further details please visit current section of NHIDCL 
website: www.nhidcl.com.
The format for the bidding document may be collected from 
the O�ce of the GM (Projects) mentioned below or can be 
downloaded from NHIDCL website.

Sd/-
General Manager (Projects) 

NHIDCL, Branch o�ce, 
H/no-63 (A), 1st Floor,

Behind City Tower Building,
NST Colony, Circular road,

Dimapur, Nagaland-797112 
Email: nhidcldmp@outlook.com

DG-709

OKING HOSPITAL 

On  10th & 11th  January 2018

Headache, 
epilepsy, stroke, sleeping problems, neck pain, 
back pain, neuropathy difficulty in walking, 
shaking hands & legs, to & fro nodding of head, 
frequent falling on ground, slow monotonous 
voice, difficulty in memorizing can consult Dr. A. 
R. Baruah, Neurologist from GNRC Guwahati.

For appointment contact- 
0370-2290080/2290146

NEUROLOGY CAMP
 KOHIMA

K-1511

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

PEREN: NAGALAND

NO.PRN/JUD-5/PT-I1/2017/352/ Smti. Hingleule of 
Peren Village, has applied for issue of succession certificate 
declaring that her son late Johny Sephe has expired on 
15/10/17. 

Public are hereby invited to file claims/objections 
within 30 (thirty) days w.e.f. date of publication in local 
papers. If no objection is received from the public within 
the stipulated time, the succession certificate shall be 
issued in favour of the applicant. 

(ZARENTHUNG EZUNG) 
Deputy Commissioner 

Peren: Nagaland. 

Dated Peren the 22nd Nov. 2017. 

OBJECTION NOTICE

D-4943

airlines are charging more 
than 10 times of  the ad-
vance booking fare. The 
Committee observes that 
this is arbitrary. A deregu-
latory environment does 
not mean unlimited free-
dom of exploitation,” the 
report said.

The panel said the pric-
ing mechanisms applicable 
in the “developed countries 
may not be suitable for In-
dia”.

It noted that even after 
a 50 per cent reduction of  
the ATF (aviation turbine 
fuel) prices, the airlines had 
not passed on the benefit of  
reduction in ATF prices to 
the consumers.

The committee also 
said cancellation charges 
levied by private airlines 
were arbitrarily set.

Taking note of  man-
handling of  a passenger 
by Indigo staff, the com-
mittee said that recently 
there were many incidents 
of  discourteous and rude 
behavior by airlines staff, 
both ground staff  and cabin 
crew. “Some of  them were 
reported in the media and a 
large number of  them went 
unreported. While narrat-
ing some of  the incidents 
of  misbehavior in airlines, 
especially in Indigo, major-
ity of  the Members opined 
that the attitude of  airlines 
staff  is very condescend-
ing, often unco-operative 
and on many occasions, 
downright rude,” it said. 

Indigo, however, was 
unreachable for comments 
despite several attempts to 

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
In a strongly worded report 
a Parliamentary Standing 
Committee has slammed 
Indigo for manhandling of  
a passenger by its staff  and 
says airlines serve awful 
food and do not efficiently 
man check-in counters.

It also suggested to the 
Union government to fix 
limits for airline tickets and 
cancellation charges.

But Minister of  State for 
Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha 
said on Friday that the do-
mestic airline industry fol-
lowed the “global practice 
of  dynamic pricing”.

The Minister defended 
the industry against the lat-
est observations made by 
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Trans-
port, Tourism and Culture 
which said airlines were 
over-pricing their tickets.

“Globally, airlines fol-
low the practice of  dynam-
ic pricing and we did not 
find that our airlines were 
doing anything different 
from the global practices,” 
Sinha told reporters.

“There are less than 1 
per cent of  all the prices 
that actually go above the 
average... We have agen-
cies such as DGCA (Di-
rectorate General of  Civil 
Aviation) and CCI (Com-
petition Commission of  
India)... If  anyone feels 
something wrong is hap-
pening, they can approach 
these agencies and action 
will be taken.”

The 26-page report “Is-
sues related to improving 
consumers’ satisfaction of  
airlines” was prepared after 
consulting with Civil Avia-
tion officials and various 
industry stakeholders.

“The Committee notes 
that around festivals and 
for bookings made closer 
to the date of  travel, some 

Mumbai, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
The country will shortly 
have new Rs 10 denomi-
nation notes in circula-
tion, the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) announced on 
Friday.

The new Rs 10 note in 
the Mahatma Gandhi se-
ries is designed in the base 
colour of  chocolate brown 
and has the motif  of  the 
Konark Sun Temple in 
Odisha on the reverse, ac-

cording to a release from 
RBI. 

“RBI will shortly is-
sue Rs 10 denomination 
banknotes in the Mahat-
ma Gandhi (New) Series, 
bearing signature of  Gov-
ernor Urjit R. Patel.

“All the banknotes in 
the denomination of  Rs 
10 issued by the Reserve 
Bank in the earlier series 
will continue to be legal 
tender,” it added. 

Among salient fea-
tures of  the new note, the 
number panel on the note 
has the size of  numerals 
growing from left to right.

In March last year, the 
RBI had announced plans 
to issue Rs 10 denomina-
tion banknotes in the Ma-
hatma Gandhi series. The 
last change in design in 
the Rs 10 note was made 
in 2005.

Following the demon-

etisation of  high-value 
currency in November 
2016, the RBI issued new 
Rs 2,000 notes and rede-
signed Rs 500 ones.

According to RBI’s 
annual report for the last 
financial year, the volume 
of  banknotes increased by 
11.1 per cent mainly owing 
to higher infusion of  lower 
denomination currency 
after the government’s de-
monetisation measure.

Mumbai, Jan. 5 (IANS): Reliance 
Energy announced on Friday it has 
become the first utility to link up with 
Google for its Google TEZ, a Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI)-based pay-
ment platform.

Customers can now download the 
TEZ app and identify their bank ac-
count through their registered phone 
banking mobile number which would 
be mapped to the bank account and a 
Virtual Payment Address shall be cre-
ated to effect all payments.

Compared with other online pay-
ment options, Google TEZ takes less 

time to make payments as there is 
no need to enter card details, CVV 
numbers, OTP and other processes, a 
spokesperson said.

“It will benefit 2.50 million of  
Reliance Energy billed customers 
who make electricity bill payments 
and various exciting offers are also in 
store with Google collaboration,” the 
spokesperson said.

Since Google is one of  the most 
popular and universally accepted 
search engines, it will be an easily 
adopted platform for consumers as the 
TEZ app will automatically sync with 

the Google Account on the phone to 
speed up billing transactions.

With multiple online payment op-
tions created, the Reliance Energy’s 
current contribution of  digital pay-
ments avenues is more than one-third 
(35 per cent) in Mumbai, saving con-
sumers the bother of  standing in long 
queues.

Some other options include 
PayTM, PayUmoney, Freecharge, 
Bill Desk, and UPI-based Phonepe 
etc. for cashless, digital and hassle-
free payment experience for its con-
sumers.

Mumbai, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
In yet another lucrative of-
fer, telecom major Reliance 
Jio in its latest “Happy New 
Year 2018” offer will give 1 
GB data per day at only Rs 
149 per month, industry 
sources said on Friday.

According to industry 
sources, the new offer will 
be effective from Tuesday, 
January 9, 2018.

“All existing 1 GB packs 
will be enhanced with two 
additional options: 50 per 
cent more data or Rs 50 dis-
count on the price plans,” 
industry sources said.

“This will make the un-

limited monthly pack (1GB 
daily) available at only Rs 
149, the lowest ever tariff  
in the industry.”

Besides, the company’s 
flagship Rs 399 plan will 
now provide “20 per cent 
additional data with en-
hanced validity of  two ad-
ditional weeks, increasing 
the current validity from 70 
to 84 days”.

“To support their cus-
tomers’ high data con-
sumption, Jio has intro-
duced special 1.5 GB per 
day packs at the lowest per 
GB industry rate of  only Rs 
4 per GB,” sources said.

New Delhi, Jan. 5 
(IANS): Huawei’s e-brand 
Honor on Friday launched 
Honor “Band A2” in India 
for Rs 2,499.

The device will be 
available on the e-com-
merce platform Amazon, 
starting January 8. 

“The Honor ‘Band A2’ 
helps live a healthy life-
style and also stay updated 
on the social front as well,” 
P Sanjeev, Vice President, 
Sales, Huawei Consumer 
Business Group, said in a 
statement. 

“Band A2” sports a 

0.96-inch multi-touch 
screen OLED display with 
“lift-to-wake up” feature.

It comes with con-
tinuous heart rate tracker 
which uses intelligent al-
gorithms to accurately cal-
culate heart rate data, the 
company claimed.

The device also lets the 
users detect and track their 
sleep status. 

It comes with features 
such as interactive call and 
message reminder, water 
resistance and up to nine 
days of  battery life and 18 
days of  stand-by time.

San Francisco, Jan. 5 
(IANS): Global PC and 
printer giant HP Inc has 
issued a worldwide volun-
tary recall of  50,000 Lith-
ium-ion batteries sold as 
accessories or used as re-
placements through HP or 
an authorised HP service 
provider over the danger 
of  fire and overheating.

This includes affected 
devices shipped between 
December 2015 and De-
cember 2017.

“The quality and safety 
of  all HP products is our 
top priority. We recently 
learned that batteries pro-
vided by one of  our sup-
pliers for certain notebook 
computers and mobile 
workstations present a po-
tential safety concern,” the 
company wrote in a blog 
post on Friday.

“We are taking im-

mediate action to address 
this issue including a vol-
untary recall and replace-
ment of  the batteries. This 
action pertains to 0.1 per 
cent of  the HP systems 
sold globally over the past 
two years,” the PC major 
added.

According to the US 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, affected 
models include HP “Pro-
Books” (64x G2 and G3 
series, 65x G2 and G3 
series), HPx360 310 G2, 
HP “Envy” m6, HP “Pa-
vilion” x360, HP 11, HP 
“ZBook” (17 G3, 17 G4, 
and “Studio” G3) mobile 
workstations. 

Batteries sold as re-
placement or accessories 
for the HP “XBook Studio 
G4” mobile workstation 
are also named in the com-
mission report.
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PATH A young married couple had more love than money. As Christmas neared, both strug-

-

Father in heaven, please help us to learn what it means to give what money cannot buy.

The Gift of the Magi
BIBLE READ:   MATTHEW 2:1–12   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.      
~ Matthew 2:2

Come Now, Let Us Reason Together

Meghalaya Peoples’ Committee On Aadhaar

Nagas Without Borders 

To be leading the devotion this morn-
ing is an opportunity for me and I be-
lieve that God has given us another 
chance to ask some serious questions 

and do some deep soul searching. Nagas are a 
big family and we take pride in this. But where 
is our pride today? Hasn't this pride fractured?

The question I want to pose before you is: 
Why do we call ourselves Nagas? Nagas are 
spread across the international boundaries. 
We think of  our Naga brothers and sisters in 
Myanmar, Arunachal, Manipur, Assam and 
the Nagas in Nagaland.

What binds us together and why do we call 
ourselves as Nagas? Is it because we were once 
upon a time savage and lost in our own world? 
Or is it because of  our unique historical and 
cultural distinctiveness which we all share?

Part of  the song sung by the young people 
this morning goes: "Fair mountain and valleys 
rich with God's resources, gift to us to muster, 
our heritage so rich, let this forever be ours." 
But what do we have now? This is the question 
we must ask. Another line goes "undimmed 
by fears and tears, join hands through broken 
lines."

There are many broken lines and we must 
extend our hands to one another and join 
hands together so as to find healing and to 
make the broken lines disappear.

Based on the theme, "Come Now, Let 
Us Reason Together," I have come prepared 
to share four things, only four things and my 
prayer is that God will speak to us through this 
day as you deliberate on issues that touch us 
deeply as Nagas.

1. Nagas must take the journey of  be-
ing honest with ourselves. We must be frank 
and be honest with each other. Nagas have 
a good and unique history but as long as we 
are fractured, the way we are now, our good 
history - our uniqueness will not save us. Per-
sonal agenda and organizational structures 
must take the backseat and allow the common 
Naga agenda to flow out freely. We cannot 
pretend anymore, Nagas are badly divided. 
Our division has cost us dearly. We are shoved 
to the left and right, back and forth with ideas 
and ideals that are good and noble but when 
it comes to the finality we find the missing 
link. The simple truth is, we are not united. 
Our stronghold is broken. The affinity that 
we share and the common brotherhood as 
one people and one nation regardless of  our 
regional differences and difficulties are buried 
and made to disappear. The war of  supremacy 
over one another is hurting us deeply. We have 
come to a stage where we do not want to listen 
to each other. We must do some soul search-
ing and ask some serious questions. What has 
really gone wrong with us? Is it us or them? 
Calling ourselves Nagas and being divided 
badly is deceiving ourselves.

2. Calling ourselves Nagas and not being 
able to get along with each other is destroying 
us. We have allowed ourselves for people to 
dictate us and set their agenda for us. We have 
made ourselves vulnerable with our disunity 
that people take us very lightly. People don't 
take us seriously anymore. Have we noticed 
that? They have learnt to speak our language, 
they say, "we recognized their uniqueness" 
but, if  they do, why this long? We have al-
lowed ourselves for people to play with our 
emotion and our intellect. They don't respect 

us anymore.
Our problem is nothing to them because 

they have seen in us that we have now lost our 
common cause which we once held dear. Peo-
ple are saying, "It’s okay they will never get 
along, we don't need to take them seriously." 
Just leave them to fight and argue among 
themselves and let us just please them by 
pretending that we care about their issue and 
concern. This has become the attitude of  oth-
ers and without realizing that we take pride in 
fighting among ourselves. Aren't we?

3. We have become educated and informed 
people. The problem we are in can be correctly 
analyzed by everyone. But we have developed 
pseudo knowledge out of  our problem. Eve-
ryone thinks he/she knows better than others 
and with that knowledge, instead of  building 
bridges we pull down, tear down others. This 
is nothing but pseudo knowledge. True knowl-
edge is sharing and feeling the pain and taking 
action by contributing to ease the problem. 
We have become too comfortable with our 
critique that we have shelled off  those who 
choose to differ with us. Let me tell you this, 
as long as we are defensive we will always cre-
ate offensive attitude and vice versa.

It is now time to act positively. The point is 
this; unless we reconcile and unite there is no 
other way out. Our pride must die. Our pseu-
do knowledge must be put to end and we must 
humble ourselves. If  the Nagas from the East, 
West, North, South and the Center consider 
ourselves as one, how many reconciliations do 
we need? Can't we just give up our pride and 
unite?

4. Nagas must take the journey to find the 
real and true God - the God of  the Bible. Na-
gas have carved too many gods for ourselves. 

The God of  the East seems to be different 
from the God of  the West. The God of  the 
South seems to be different from the God of  
the North. Likewise, the God of  the Nagas in 
Nagaland appears to be different.

In our prolonged crisis we have carved our 
own God to suit our own desire and longing 
like the people of  Israel. From whose God do 
our revelation and prophecy come?

We cannot play with God. He is the Great 
Jehovah, the God who is "I am who I am." We 
must find Him. And as we find Him, we must 
take heed to what He says, "He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the 
LORD require of  you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God" (Micah 6:8, NRSV).

We cannot run away from Him if  we hon-
estly realize that without Him we cannot solve 
our problems. We must reconcile and unite 
with one another; from the East, West, North, 
South and Center. He is our only hope for He 
is our healer (Exodus 15:26), He will send His 
Word to heal our disease (Psalm 107: 20), the 
disease of  disunity amongst the Nagas. We 
must enthrone God as the God of  the Nagas. 
He is the God who punishes those who blas-
pheme and use His name in vain and judges 
those who go against Him.

But He is also a loving and a forgiving 
God. Today, He invites us to reason together 
with Him. Isaiah 1: 18 reads, "Come now, let 
us reason together, says the LORD." This is an 
invitation for the Nagas today.

(Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho is the General Secretary 
of  the NBCC. This was shared at the Forum for 

Shisha Hoho, Kohima on August 25, 2017.)

It  is  with  a  sense  of   deep  concern  
that  as  per  the  investigative  journal-
ism  done  by  Ms.  Rachna  Khaira  of   
The  Tribune,  Aadhaar  data  base  has  

been  compromised   at  just  Rs.  500/-   as  
stated  in  the  report  that  “It took  just  Rs.  
500,  paid  through  Paytm,  and  10 minutes  
in  which  an  “agent”  of   the   group  run-
ning  the  racket  created  a  “gateway”  for  
this  correspondent  and  gave  a  login  ID   
and  password.  Lo  and  behold,  you  could  
enter  any  Aadhaar  number  in  the  portal,  
and  instantly  get  all  particulars  that  an  in-
dividual  may  have  submitted  to  the  UIDAI  
(Unique  Identification  Authority  of   India),  
including  name,  address,  postal  code  (PIN),  
photo,  phone  number  and  email.”  (http://
www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/rs-500-
10-minutes-and-you-have-access-to...) 

And  has  some  one  said  in  the  Mirror  
Now  TV  live  panel  discussion  on  04  Janu-
ary  night,  “...  once  data  is  compromised,  
it  is  compromised  forever”  as  this  is  the  
biometric  system  resorted  to  for  collecting  
data  of  a  person  for  Aadhaar  enrolment.  
How  to  recall,  just  like  the  old  children’s  
story  of  Pondora’s  box.   And  yet,  privacy  is  
being  compromised  and  shared  openly  and  
defyingly  despite  the  24  August  2017  unani-
mous  Ruling  given  by  the  Hon’ble  Supreme  
Court’s  Nine  Judges’  Constitution  Bench  
that  Right  to  Privacy  is  a  fundamental  right  
as  per  Art.  21  of  the  Constitution  of  India.

The   Aadhaar  Act,  2016  states  that  Aad-
haar  is  voluntary  as  also  the  23  September,  
2013  interim  order  of  Hon’ble   Supreme  
Court  that  “Aadhaar  is  not  mandatory  but  
voluntary”  but  just  the  opposite  is  happening  
when  almost  everything  requires  Aadhaar  
linkage,  despite  the  Five  Judges’  Constitution  
Bench  of  the  Hon’ble  Supreme  Court  is  yet  
to  take  final  hearing  and  Ruling  on  Aadhaar  
and  which  date  of  hearing,  has  been  sched-
uled  for  17  January,  2018.

And  here  comes  the  shocking  news  from  
The  Tribune.  Yet,  as  usual,  UIDAI  is  in  a  
state of  denial,  claiming  that  it  was  a  case  
of  “misreporting”  as  The  Tribune  has  come  
out  with  the  following  facts:

1.  ‘Aadhaar  data  has  been  accessed  
by  unauthorised people,  and  the  UIDAI  
claim  that  “there  has  not  been  any  Aadhaar 
data  breach”  flies  in  the  face  of  that.’

2.  ‘UIDAI  has  admitted  to  the  fact  
that  a  facility  on  their  website  has  been  
“misused”  so  as  ‘to  steal  data  ----- personal  
information  such  as  names,  date of  birth,  
address,  PIN,  photo,  phone  number,  email  
------  at  will,  for  any  Aadhaar  number.’

3. UIDAI,  in  para  3  of  its  reply  to  
The  Tribune  ‘is  suggesting  that  giving  away  
of personal  data  is  of  no  serious  conse-
quence.’  What  could  be  more  shocking,  to  
say  the  least when  earlier,  it  (UIDAI)  had  
asked  ‘210  websites  of  Centra;l  and  state  
governments  that had  mistakenly  displayed  

personal  details  of  Aadhaar  number  hold-
ers  on  various  websites  to  remove  informa-
tion  from  public  domain’  and  that  such  a  
position  expounded,  defies  the  Honourable  
Supreme  Court’s  Ruling  on  Right  to  Privacy.    

4. UIDAI  submits  that  Aadhaar  is  not  
a  secret  number  to  be  shared  with  author-
ised  agencies  but  the  fact  is  ‘that  unauthor-
ised  persons  have  gained  access  to  peoples’s  
personal  information.’

5. Perhaps,  given  leeway  by  Aadhaar  
Act,  2016,  UIDAI  continues  to  deny  facts  
staring  at  the  face,  no  matter  what  the  con-
sequences  Aadhaar  holders  have  to  bear  and  
pay.

(http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/
nation/uidai-says-tribune-stroy-misreporting-
read... Jan 4, 2018, 9.55 PM)

However,   despite  this  rote denial  by  
UIDAI,  ‘multiple security  agencies  were  un-
derstood  to  have  got  into  motion  as several  
made  contact  with  The  Tribune  to  get  in-
formation.’  (http://www.tribuneindia.com/
news/punjab/no-formal-probe-in-aadhaar-
breach-cops-c... Jan 5, 2018,   2.20  AM)  

We  sympathise  with  those  who  are  Aad-
haar  holders  in  good  faith  but  this  investiga-
tion  by  The  Tribune  journalist  and  earlier  
news  of  leakages,  fake  Aadhaar  and  any 
one  having  resided  in  India  for  180  days  
can  have  access  to  Aadhaar  enrolment  make  
several  questions  crop  up.

1.  Can  the  Government  guarantee  

safety  of  data  ?
2.  Is  Aadhaar  fool  proof  ?
3.  Is  Aadhaar  making  identity  theft  

easier  ?
4.  Is  Government  putting  citizen’s  

data  at  risk  ?
5.  Why  is  Government  in  a  hurry  to  

mandate  Aadhaar  ?
6.  Is  Government  unable/can’t  con-

trol  Aadhaar  leaks  ?
We  need answers  to  the  mentioned  ques-

tions  and  sale  of  data  base  in  any  manner,  
must  be  stopped  and  that  all  holes  must  be  
concretely  closed.  

For  those  who  are still  not  Aadhaar  
holders    and/  being  pushed  by  various  
means  for  Aadhaar  enrolment,  have  a  little  
bit  more  patience  and  await  for  the  Hon’ble  
Supreme  Court’s  final  hearing  and  final  Rul-
ing  on  Aadhaar  which  is  to  begin  on  17 
January,  2018.  

In  the  meanwhile  for Aadhaar  holders,  
please  do  not  comply  with  any  request from  
unknown      sources  through  voice  call  and/  
SMS  or  person-to-person  approach  on  shar-
ing  data  base  information,  including  verify-
ing  OTP  without  proper  and  valid  authen-
tication.

Rev.  Dr.  P.  B.  M.  Basaiawmoit
For  and  on  behalf   of   members,

Meghalaya  Peoples’  Committee   on  Aadhaar  
(MPCA)  

This writing is for all of  my fellow  Na-
gas and friends of  Nagas who will 
be gathering for NAGA DAY on 
the 10th of  January 2018 at Kohima 

Nagaland, which is the epi-center of  all opera-
tions for our Naga family and Nagas without 
borders as we call it now. I believe without a 
shadow of doubt that it is going be an emo-
tional and spiritual experience.

I am personally convicted that our love 
and emotion needs to be released for each 
other in our Nagas without borders. 

I was born and raised in Nagaland as a 
full blooded Naga of  Ao and Angami herit-
age. My father an Ao naga from Merangkong 
village in Mokokchung district from the Yim-
sung (imsong/imsung) clan and my mother 
of  Angami Heritage from Kohima village 
(Kewhimia)  of  the Pfuchachumia / P/Khel 
, Rutsa's clan. 

 I have been away from Nagaland as a 
Christian missionary in the Asia -pacific re-
gion for thirty two years since 1986 in Singa-
pore and Australia. Spending more than half  
of  my life overseas there has always been an 
emotional attachment I have for my Naga 
family. Whilst living abroad , I would always 
look to connect with my Naga people regard-
less of  origin. Even though I spent most of  my 
life away from my Naga homeland and Naga 
people , My Naga homeland and  Naga peo-
ple were never away from me . My missionary 
calling and passion had called me to be away 
from my homeland and its people , but my 
love for my people was always strong in my 

heart and it's still the same as it has been for 
the last thirty two years.  I find this pride and 
love that I have for my people as one of  my 
many strengths , it has given me the grace to 
be able to survive and succeed in some of  the 
most volatile and challenging times in my life.  
Thanks be to our heavenly Papa God.  

I am a simple man but my spirit is spiritu-
ally tuned and focus on God through prayer 
and ministry. It has been such a great blessing 
to have a godly wife who is also on the same 
page and frequency in prayer and intercession. 

In one of  my early morning prayer walks in 
Queensland, Australia in 2008, I was prompt-
ed by the Holy Spirit  to go home to pick up 
the phone and call the Honorable Chief  Min-
ister Mr Neiphiu Rio. I was  brought to tears 
while we talked on the phone. This was what 
I said to him, "Honorable CM ,  '' I would like 
to request you to invite all the overseas Nagas 
to come to Nagaland and have a dialogue with 
our Naga people , because we are also Nagas 
, and we would like to contribute to the devel-
opment of  our homeland '' ... The honorable 
CM gave me a patient hearing and said '' Rev, 
thank you for the care and concern you have 
for our people and land, It's a very good idea 
, I will take it up with my colleagues and get 
back to you." 

Now the task of  contacting Nagas around 
the world was not easy and simple, most of  
the people I contacted had not known me 
prior to me contacting them. It was not cheap 
financially and physically challenging with the 
thought of  different time zones. Many were 

taken by surprise, some were not interested, 
some discouraged me, some were suspicious 
of  me thinking that i was a spokesman of  
one Naga nationalist factions trying to recruit 
them and raise funds.

 The Honorable Chief  Minister kept his 
word by taking the bold step  together with 
Mr Z. Lohe his political advisor , in which 
he took charge of  the organizing committee 
and hosted the historic first 'Naga consulta-
tive summit with Overseas Nagas ' at Kohima 
from the 5th- 7th March 2009 at hotel Japfu. 
This was the first time an organization called 
the Overseas Naga Association ( ONA ) was 
officially formed on the 4th of  March 2009 
on Naga soil. Thirteen of  us from  Australia, 
Japan, Korea, UK , and USA were officially 
invited as the state guests to share our hearts 
and vision for our wider Naga family. 

It's prophetic, because even though we had 
been living abroad for many years , we had to 
return to Kohima the epi-center of  the Nagas 
without borders to give birth to the organiza-
tion. 

This is what I call 'emotional and spiritual 
attachment or connection'

The Summit was historic , because for 
the ' first time  different Naga nationalist fac-
tions came face to face and shared their hearts 
with one another and other Naga leaders 
present there. Since then much progress has be 
achieved , in terms of  our common oneness 
and togetherness. I hear the heart of  Odi Rev. 
Dr Wati Aier and team FNR . I salute and say 
shalom to their team for their dedication and 

their efforts. Today I can proudly say and write 
here that there is an overseas Naga platform 
which is connected with our fellow Nagas in 
the four corners of  the globe  and those who 
are looking for their wider Naga families be-
yond their respected adopted  city , region and 
country of  residence can find us and get con-
nected whether to do with cultural, emotional 
and spirutual etc.. This I call it ' The Nagas 
Without Borders' and in closing and in short . 
'Nagas are a Family'

May we as a Naga family be willing to lis-
ten to what our heart is saying to us in com-
mon journey of  hope. May God raise up Na-
gas no matter where they are and who they are 
to love and respect the Naga family Amen !

 I believe this scripture is for us today ....
ECCLESIASTES 3:11 

" He has made everything beautiful in its 
time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart,

yet no one can fathom what God has done 
from beginning to end."

 I wish the NAGA DAY a grand success, 
may our heavenly Papa GOD be gracious and 
generous to all who attend , may many first 
and historic positive  connections be birthed 
again on the 10th January 2018 for the glory 
of  God . 

May God Bless all my Fellow Nagas.
Apostle , Rev . Luoliehu  Marlemba Yimsung

Initiator & Ambassador at large , Overseas Naga 
Association  ( ONA ) 

Founder , Leaders Arise Nagaland ( LAN ) 
Sydney , Australia

Flights 
Which Arrive 
Before They 

Take Off 

A 
few years ago, my brother 
from New York phoned 
me on the morning of  
January the first -- but in 

America it was still December 31.
I told my kids: "Your uncle is call-

ing from last year." Their eyes wid-
ened. I explained: "It sounds weird, 
but it's all to do with time zones."

When the phone rang an hour 
later, I answered it and told the kids: 
"It's your great-grandma. She's phon-
ing from 1880." They nodded sagely 
and muttered: "Time zones."

I like to mess with children's 
heads. It is called "parenting" and 
doctors recommend it.

This memory was triggered by 
the latest news. A flight from New 
Zealand took off  in 2018 and landed 
in Hawaii in 2017, US news outlets 
reported a few days ago. The air-
craft started in a city where January 
1, 2018, had started but finished its 
journey in a place where it was still 
December 31, 2017.

That made headlines in the West, 
but it's actually pretty unimpressive 
to travelers in Asia, who encounter 
ridiculous time zone issues all the 
time.

When you fly from Asia to North 
America you often land before you 
take off. The Nagoya to Hawaii flight 
lands 12 hours before it left, which I 
love, because you can legitimately eat 
six meals that day.

My advice is to talk to your smart-
phone assistant as you land in Ha-
waii.

Me: "So, Siri, what year is it?" 
Siri: "2017." Me: "But earlier you 
said it was 2018." Siri: "I don't like 
you; please send me back to the fac-
tory."

There used to be a famous road 
tunnel in Zunyi town in China's 
Guizhou province which sent you 
back in time. You drove into the tun-
nel at 4 pm. As you emerged, 400 
metres later, the clock on your phone 
would say 3 pm. This was very useful 
when Guizhou residents were late for 
something -- they just zipped through 
the Zunyi tunnel and were suddenly 
59 minutes early.

Technicians said this was caused 
by a malfunctioning transmission 
tower but I found explanations of  
wormholes and time warps more be-
lievable.

These days China spans five time 
zones but the leaders are so bossy 
they make everything run on Beijing 
time. If  you live in the west of  China, 
you can spring out of  bed at the crack 
of  dawn - which is 10.30 am. Sunset 
is just before midnight. This is as-
tonishingly inconvenient for literally 
hundreds of  millions of  people, and 
Beijing rulers are deeply sympathetic 
ha ha ha ha yeah right.

Time zones are measured in how 
many hours they differ from GMT, 
which stands for Greenwich Mean 
Time, the part of  the UK which ap-
parently first emerged from the Big 
Bang. But India and Sri Lanka in-
sist on being 30 minutes out of  step 
with everyone else and Nepal goes in 
15-minute time zone increments.

But get this. One summer I actu-
ally went to Greenwich and decided 
to reset my watch. I kid you not: The 
time in Greenwich was GMT plus 
one hour! That made no sense at all 
-- like everything else on this planet. 
So I suppose it fits in just fine.

Happy New Year to everyone, in-
cluding the Siri in my phone, who is 
still in a sulk.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God’s gift of grace is priceless.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re apt to be 
in a very joyous mood today, Aries, and it’s go-
ing to show on your face. This isn’t going to go 
unnoticed by the people you meet. You could 

make some new friends, and, if  you aren’t currently ro-
mantically involved, you might actually meet an interest-
ing potential love partner. This person is apt to be very 
polite and polished, not to mention smart! Be cordial, be 
nice, and enjoy your day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
might host a gathering of  people interested 
in psychic or metaphysical matters, Taurus. 
A very special guest could give a talk or lead 

a discussion group. This could be fascinating for every-
one present. You’ll gain a reputation as a wonderful host, 
even though all you really do is pass out cookies and pour 
the coffee. You, above all, should have a great time and 
enjoy talking with your friends. Have fun!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Writing may 
be one of  your main focuses for today, Gemini. 
You have a lot of  information to impart to any-
one who might be interested in what you have 

to say. You could try your hand at a magazine article or 
perhaps fiction or poetry. However, even if  all you write 
at this time is a letter to your cousin, what you say will 
undoubtedly be bright, gripping, and certainly very inter-
esting. Go to it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Professional in-
terests continue to expand, Cancer, and you’re 
managing to keep very busy. Your income is ris-
ing, and you could be achieving a certain promi-

nence in your field. Nonetheless, you could be looking for 
new opportunities. The field you’re in now may not be one 
that you want to continue for the next 20 years. This is 
therefore a good day to put out a few feelers and test the wa-
ters. You might be surprised at the opportunities out there.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Travel in the com-
pany of  a close companion might be looming 
over the horizon, Leo. In fact, you might be 
leaving pretty soon, and you’re probably grow-

ing excited. Some surprising developments could come 
up during the course of  this journey, and thus it’s likely to 
shape up to be more than a simple vacation. Make sure 
you look your best, don’t hold back on what you want to 
do, and have fun.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An unexpected 
lucky break could come your way today, Virgo 
- something you would never have expected in a 
hundred years. It could seem like a dream come 

true, yet it could disrupt your life in some way. You might 
find yourself facing a choice: go for it and change your en-
tire way of life or let it go and take the risk that another 
great opportunity might never appear. Who said life was 
easy? Think about it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If  you aren’t cur-
rently romantically involved, Libra, today you 
could meet someone who shows a lot of  prom-
ise. Work might be involved in some way, and 

it’s also possible that this person has been living in your 
neighborhood for a long time. A friend could introduce 
you to each other. You’ll probably spend at least an hour 
talking, and will probably make arrangements to meet 
again.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some kind 
of  unexpected shakeup could take place to-
day, Scorpio, and you could find yourself  
suddenly being offered more money or re-

sponsibilities. This might be just the break you’ve been 
waiting for, but it could take you so much by surprise 
that you might ask for time to think about it. Don’t think 
for too long, however, because they might give the break 
to someone else!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
you might attend at least one festive social oc-
casion, Sagittarius, and therefore you may meet 
some very interesting people in unusual profes-

sions, such as film or TV. Expect to hear some bizarre 
stories, some of  them true, others that are clearly exagger-
ated. Out of  all this friendly banter and tale telling, how-
ever, you could acquire some useful information. Make a 
note of  it so you’ll be able to remember it later.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your level 
of  health and physical well-being is likely to be 
very high, Capricorn, and thus you’re probably 
glowing. As a result, you might find that those 

around you pay more attention to what you’re saying than 
they usually do. You’ll also find that your mind is espe-
cially sharp, and you’re apt to be exceptionally quick on the 
uptake. Therefore, you might absorb a lot more from what 
you hear than you normally do. Make a note of  it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might be 
feeling especially adventurous today, Aquarius. 
The same old streets and buildings in the same 
old town might suddenly seem to be closing in 

on you. Therefore, you might just grab a close friend or 
significant other, hop in the car, and take off for the moun-
tains or the ocean. You probably need a break. You’ve been 
working very hard and probably could benefit from some 
time in open country. Go for it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): An intense 
dream or vision could result in a spiritual 
breakthrough of  some kind, Pisces, and you 
might spend much of  the day in a bit of  a daze, 

trying to make sense of  it. You might see if  you can find 
a few books on the subject, because all signs suggest that 
reading could bring a lot of  useful information your way 
today. You might also want to write down an account of  
your experience.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

It’s January, so it’s likely that you have 
set yourself  goals to be more physically 
active and less stressed in 2018. Para-
doxically, better goals would be to stop 

worrying about how much exercise you’re 
getting and to stop worrying about being too 
stressed.

A recent study of  over 60,000 US adults 
examined the link between perceptions 
of  exercise and mortality. The researchers 
found something curious: people who wor-
ried about being less active than others were 
up to 71% more likely to die in follow up pe-
riod 21 years later, regardless of  their actual 
levels of  physical activity or overall health.

Inversely, believing you are getting 
enough exercise can lead to better health. In 
a study conducted by Harvard University, a 
group of  hotel workers was told that their 
daily work fulfilled recommended exercise 

guidelines. A second group – the control 
group – was not given this information. Af-
ter just one month, people in the informed 
group showed significant health improve-
ments, including a ten point drop in systolic 
blood pressure and two pound weight loss 
(0.9kg). Waist-to-hip ratio also improved, as 
did body mass index. All of  these changes 
were significantly greater than the changes in 
the control group.
Meta-stress
It is a commonly held belief  that stress is bad 
for you, but the evidence is not clear cut. For 
example, a 2016 UK study of  over 700,000 
women, found that self-reported levels of  
stress had no direct effect on mortality.

Similar to what has been found with ac-
tivity levels, how you perceive or think about 
stress may be as big a problem as stress itself. 
A number of  studies seem to support this 
idea.

In a large study, spanning nine years, re-
searchers explored the role of  stress and its 

impact on health and mortality. In this study, 
the researchers not only explored people’s 
levels of  stress, but also their beliefs about 
stress being dangerous for their health.

The results showed that neither high 
amounts of  stress nor the perception that 
stress has a negative effect on health were 
independently associated with premature 
death. However, people who both believed 
that stress affects health and reported a large 
amount of  stress had a 43% increased risk 
of  premature death. The authors concluded: 
“The results suggest that the appraisal of  
both the amount of  stress and its impact on 
health may work together synergistically to 
increase the risk of  premature death.”

Interestingly, those who reported high 
levels of  stress but who did not believe their 
stress was harmful, had the lowest mortality 
rates, even compared with those who had 
less stress.
New year, new mindset
What links both these areas of  research is 

the idea that your mindset may be very im-
portant in influencing both the positive and 
negative effects of  stress and exercise. So 
how can you change your mindset?

A starting point with exercise is to give 
up worrying how much physical activity 
you are doing compared with others. This is 
particularly important if  your comparisons 
are based on unrealistically high standards, 
such as those often portrayed on social me-
dia.

Follow public health guidelines on ap-
propriate levels of  physical activity, but re-
member to praise yourself  for the exercise 
and activity you do do, and don’t punish 
yourself  for the exercise you don’t do. This 
may increase your motivation and provide a 
range of  physical health benefits – as with 
the hotel workers.

With regards to stress, you need to stop 
thinking of  psychological stress as being 
directly dangerous, particularly if  you are 
stressed, as it is the relationship between 

stress and its perceived effect on health that 
increases mortality. When people worry 
about stress being dangerous, it can lead to a 
range of  behaviours that can be much more 
dangerous, such as smoking, binge eating 
and excessive alcohol consumption.

Two approaches may be helpful here: 
first, don’t worry about stress being bad for 
you. Worry only heightens a sense of  threat 
and strengthens the belief  that stress is dan-
gerous. By choosing not to worry, you can 
greatly reduce any stress you may have about 
stress. This may also reduce your desire to 
engage in unhealthy lifestyle choices.

Second, accept stress as a normal part 
of  life and a natural survival mechanism for 
dealing with threats. It has been shown that 
when people shift to seeing stress as enhanc-
ing rather than debilitating, it can result in 
more positive outcomes.

A change in perception and a reduction 
in worry may be a beneficial goal we can 
all achieve.

Late last year, busi-
ness reporters from 
across the world were 
invited to Shanghai 

-- China’s largest city -- to wit-
ness the people of  the most 

populous country in the world 
shop relentlessly for 24 hours.

The Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba, one of  the 
world’s largest retailers, has 
been celebrating the country’s 
ability to buy in abundance 
through its shopping fests 

since 2009.
Through its 11.11 shop-

ping festival, held on Novem-
ber 11 each year on Singles’ 
Day (an official national fes-
tival in China where young 
people celebrate the fact that 
they are single), the company 
has turned the country’s pur-
chases into a spectacle for the 
world.

With humongous moni-
tors that kept a count of  the 
country’s spending each mi-
crosecond, the fest-day sales 
last November had clocked 
in at about $25.4 billion (over 
Rs 1.5 trillion), making it the 
largest shopping extravaganza 
ever held in the world.

Sales events like Black Fri-
day (day following Thanksgiv-
ing Day in the US, usually in 
November) and Cyber Mon-
day (Monday after Thanksgiv-
ing Day where websites push 
online shopping) had existed 
much before Alibaba intro-
duced its flagship shopping 
event. But the advent of  Inter-
net on mobile phones has ef-
fectively allowed the Alibaba 
Group to convert people into 
consumers who shopped reli-
giously -- not just when given 
discounts, but also to establish 
brand loyalty.

The very same mobile 
phone has managed to turn 
Indians into diligent shoppers 
as well, awakening the buyer 
in many smartphone-owning 
citizens. Even those who 
rarely visit shopping malls are 
now made aware of  the best 
time to buy a television or a 
mobile phone, thanks to the 
mobile applications of  shop-
ping portals.

The online shopping fes-
tivals, particularly, have suc-
ceeded in turning non-believ-
ers in digital purchasing into 
believers who are eager to 
grab the deals on offer.

“Shopping festivals are not 
just about offering consumers 
products at great prices, but 
are platforms for brands to 
explore newer and more inno-
vative ways of  engaging with 
people. It is to showcase how 
technology presents an oppor-
tunity for consumer engage-
ment,” Alibaba Group Chief  
Marketing Officer Chris Tung 
told IANS in an email.

With increasing Internet 
penetration in China (over 
53 per cent of  the total 1.37 
billion population), visits to 
shopping malls have been 
digitised for the convenience 
of  millennials, the drivers of  

online shopping, who admit 
to impulsive shopping online 
-- a trend that mirrors in India 
as well.

India’s leading e-tailer 
Flipkart and the local arm of  
American e-commerce major 
Amazon, along with other 
digital platforms, have man-
aged to get Indians -- not just 
from metros, but also from 
smaller towns -- to go on an 
online shopping spree largely 
through their shopping festi-
vals.

The average Indian shop-
per, who was known to put 
his/her money on a product 
-- that too a brand he or she 
has known for long -- only af-
ter making a store visit, was 
suddenly seen waiting for Big 
Billion Day (Flipkart’s on-
line sales event) or Amazon’s 
Great Indian Festival to pur-
chase a mobile phone.

In 2016, about 69 million 
of  India’s 1.25 billion popula-
tion had shopped online and 
the number was expected to 
cross the 100-million mark in 
2017, according to a Associ-
ated Chambers of  Commerce 
and Industry of  India (Asso-
cham) study.

“When we launched in 
India four years ago, e-com-

merce was mostly an urban 
phenomenon limited to oc-
casional shopping in few cat-
egories -- led by discounts. 
The real opportunity to let 
anyone, anywhere in India 
buy online was unaddressed. 
We were driven to create a 
company that transforms how 
India buys and sells,” an Am-
azon India spokesperson told 
IANS.

From kitchen knives, plas-
tic containers, televisions, 
refrigerators to smart phones 
and even gold and diamond 
jewellery, Indians have now 
turned themselves into de-
voted digital consumers who 
boldly shop for their daily 
needs, luxuries and fancies 
online.

The use of  technology 
could soon further revolution-
ise our shopping experience, 
following the footsteps of  the 
country pioneering in the e-
commerce space -- China.

The Alibaba Group is now 
working extensively to dimin-
ish the barriers between online 
and offline shopping experi-
ences.

The company has brought 
in “new retail”, which is 
equipping brick and mor-
tar stores with technological 

mediums, allowing buyers to 
scan product barcodes for in-
formation about them, pay for 
them digitally, and even have 
them delivered at home.

“We want to digitise the 
offline world because we be-
lieve that integrating online 
and offline shopping experi-
ences presents the best experi-
ence for consumers.

“And once they experience 
how much simpler the process 
becomes, they are more com-
pliant to adopting technology 
into the shopping experience,” 
Tung asserted.

By bringing the online 
and offline worlds closer, the 
company is demonstrating 
how it can eliminate the ap-
prehension over technology 
and online shopping that ex-
ists among the older genera-
tions, a common aspect even 
in India.

With the trust online plat-
forms have managed to gain 
among Indians, the future of  
digital shopping in our coun-
try certainly seems to be a 
strong one -- with the sect of  
believers in digital consump-
tion only set to increase.

(Bhavana Akella can be 
contacted at 

bhavana.a@ians.in)

There are 6,000 tweets sent a second. In the time 
you have read this sentence, 42,000 tweets will 
have been sent. At an average of  34 characters 
per tweet that’s 1,428,000 characters.

Worldwidewebsize daily estimates the size of  the in-
ternet. On the day of  writing, it amounted to 4.59 bil-
lion pages and a billion websites. This is the “indexed” 
internet, and doesn’t include the “dark web” or private 
databases.

The size of  the web is measured in two ways. The 
first is “content” – storage capacity was estimated in 
2014 as 1024 bytes, or a million exabytes. The second is 
“traffic”, measured in zettabytes. Global traffic recently 
passed one zettabyte, the content of  250 billion DVDs.

More conventionally, the UK published 184,000 
books in 2013 – globally, the largest number per inhab-
itant. Add the increasing ways of  measuring a human 
being in terms of  data – DNA sequencing, online fam-
ily trees, genetic coding, bank accounts, online informa-
tion of  all kinds – or the amount of  scientific data being 
produced and read around the world and the amount of  
information in the world is staggering. Even the amount 
of  storage most people need for photos and documents 
has grown hugely in the past few years.

As a species, we are producing information at a mas-
sive rate. The “reading” of  the mass of  data has led to 
new predictive models for social interaction. Businesses 

and governments are scrambling to make use of  this data 
as human beings seem ever more readable, manageable 
and – possibly – controllable through the comprehension 
and manipulation of  information.

But just how might all this information be stored? At 
present, we have physical libraries, and physical archives, 
and bookshelves. The internet itself  is “stored” on hard-
disk servers around the world, using enormous amounts 
of  power to keep them cool. Online infrastructure is ex-
pensive, energy hungry, and vulnerable; its longevity is 
also limited – see Die Hard 4.0 for a dramatisation of  
this.
Libraries of the future
The future of  information storage may sound dull, but 
it is a crucial issue for anyone interested in the way that 
societies remember. A good example is family history, 
where public archives, such as census records and tax 
information, are increasingly accessed online. Millions 
of  users around the world use subscription sites such as 
Ancestry or Findmypast to access this public informa-
tion and to create their family trees using online soft-
ware. This proliferation of  information raises ethical is-
sues about access (public records being used by private 
companies to make a profit) and about how this data is 
stored, managed and used.

We all have a stake in the way that libraries and 
archives might work in the future, how they might be 
configured, and what might be stored – and why. Do 
we really need to store every tweet ever sent? Making 

any kind of  choice over what to store – what to collect, 
commemorate, archive – provokes a complex discussion. 
Technologies for accessing – “reading” – information 
need to be somehow future proofed, or we will end up 
with huge amounts of  information that cannot be used.

So: what to do? There are wide-ranging discussions 
at present, from what information to store (including 
various biobanks full of  biological specimens), to how to 
store it, to where to store it (the Arctic, various locations 
in space, under water). Most of  these discussions are oc-
curring within scientific communities; some technologi-
cal companies are involved. Those who have spent years 
thinking about memory, commemoration and archiving 
– historians and librarians – are often on the fringes of  
the discussion.
Nanocrystals and DNA
Various different organisations are exploring physical 
ways of  storing humanity’s information. Physical stor-
age on nickel disks (read by microscope) or laser-written 
barcodes on silica glass have been suggested. Highly ex-
perimental – and at present energy-hungry – nanotech-
nology looks to write information at the near-molecular 
level (although the use of  the word “write” is very much 
out of  date here). Nanotechnological storage would be 
“read” through sophisticated microscopy and is some-
times the “effect” of  chemical change or quite complicat-
ed processes, such as nanocrystals converting radiation 
(infra-red) into something “visible”. Some of  the more 
baroque storage models range from a flash data memory 

vault on the moon to private companies sending digital 
content to Mars, to satellites orbiting the earth.

But most of  the activity at present seems to be biolog-
ical. Various scientists have begun to explore the possibil-
ity of  using DNA to store information, called Nuclear 
Acid Memory (NAM).

This would involve the data being “translated” into 
the letters GATC, the base nucleic acids of  DNA. DNA 
strands would then be created which could be translated 
back into the “original” by being sequenced. Research-
ers recently stored archival-quality versions of  music by 
Miles Davis and Deep Purple and also of  a short GIF in 
DNA form.

DNA is durable and increasingly easy to produce and 
read. It will keep for thousands of  years in the right stor-
age conditions. DNA might be stored anywhere that is 
dark, dry, cold, and arguably would not take up a great 
deal of  room.

Much of  this technology is in its infancy, but develop-
ments in nanotechnology and DNA sequencing suggest 
that we will be seeing the applied results of  experimen-
tation and development within years. Wider questions 
arise about the ethics of  collection and to what extent 
these processes will become mainstream. Print, and to 
a certain extent digital, have become common and rea-
sonably democratic ways of  transmitting and storing in-
formation. It remains to be seen whether future storage 
and writing will be as easy to access, and who will be in 
control of  humanity’s information and memory in the 
coming decades and centuries.

Stop Worrying About Not Getting Enough 
Exercise and Being Too Stressed – You May Live 

The Growing Charm of Online Shopping Fests 

The Libraries of the Future Will be Made of DNA



Residents protest outside CHC in 
Mathura after woman dies 
Mathura, Jan. 5 (PTI): Residents protested outside 
a community health centre in Mathura district after a 
woman from their village died after delivering her child 
at the facility, accusing the centre’s staff of negligence, 
police said today. Manju Devi, 22, died after delivering 
a boy at the Community Health Centre in nearby Farah 
village yesterday, they said. When the villagers learnt 
about her death, they protested outside the facility. Rup 
Singh, her husband, alleged that the centre’s staff had told 
him to take her to the district hospital. “A departmental 
probe has been ordered into the matter,” S K Tyagi, the 
chief medical officer, said.

Man with Pakistani passport and Aadhaar 
arrested over bid to enter Air Force station 
Jaipur, Jan. 5 (PTI): A 50-year-old man was apprehended 
by Air Force personnel when he allegedly tried to enter the 
Air Force station in Jaisalmer, and a Pakistani passport as 
well as an Aadhaar card found in his possession, police 
said today. The accused, identified as Purkha Ram, was 
nabbed yesterday and was being interrogated, Jaisalmer 
Kotwali SHO Derawar Singh said. Ram was a displaced 
Pakistani Hindu migrant and had been renewing his visa, 
Singh said, adding that the accused also had an Aadhaar 
card with a residential address in Sri Ganganagar district. 
Ram has been living in India for over a decade and 
investigators were looking into how he managed to get 
an Aadhaar card, the SHO said. SHO Singh added that 
Purkha Ram was working at a farm and living with his 
family in Jaisalmer.

Dalit medical student allegedly 
tries to end life
Ahmedabad, Jan. 5 (PTI): A post-graduate student of  
a medical college here today tried to end his life, police 
said. College authorities denied the reports that he 
tried to take the extreme step as being a Dalit, he was 
facing discrimination. Dr M Mariraj, who hails from 
Tamil Nadu, is a third year student of  the Master of  
Surgery (MS) course at the government-run B J Medical 
College here. “It is true that Mariraj is a Dalit. He tried 
to end his life by consuming sleeping pills at his hostel 
room. He is now out of danger. As he hasn’t yet given 
a statement, it is not clear what prompted him to take 
such a step,” said inspector A K Patel of  Shahibaug 
police station. Some reports said he was upset because 
he was not allowed to conduct surgeries by his teachers 
who discriminated against him as he is a Dalit. However, 
Civil Superintendent Dr M M Prabhakar of  the civil 
hospital -- to which the college is attached -- refuted 
the reports.“There is no truth to these rumours. It is up 
to teachers to decide whether a student can perform a 
particular surgery or not as a part of his course. 

CBI nabs accused in 1993 bombing 
of RSS’ Chennai headquarter
New Delhi, Jan.5 (PTI): The CBI today arrested 
Mushtaq Ahmed, an accused in the 1993 bombing of  
RSS’ Chennai headquarters in which 11 persons were 
killed. Ahmed, 56, who had eluded the CBI for 24 
years was arrested in the morning from the outskirts of  
Chennai, CBI spokesperson Abhishek Dayal said here. 
The blast on August 8, 1993 was triggered using RDX. It 
brought down the multi-storeyed RSS office at Chetput in 
Chennai, claiming 11 lives. The agency had announced a 
reward of Rs 10 lakh for providing credible information 
about Ahmed, one of the main accused in the case.

Kamala Mills fire: Police announce 
Rs 1 L reward for info on pub owners 
Mumbai, Jan. 5 (PTI): Mumbai Police today announced 
a reward of Rs 1 lakh to those providing information 
about the whereabouts of the owners of ‘1 Above’ pub 
in the Kamala Mills Compound, a police spokesperson 
said. The pub owners, Kripesh Mansukhlal Sanghvi, Jigar 
Sanghvi and Abhijeet Mankar, have been absconding 
ever since a fire claimed 14 lives and injured over 30 
others on December 29. An offence of culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder under sections 304, 337, 338, 
34 of the Indian Penal Code was registered against the 
three at the N M Joshi Marg police station following the 
incident. An official said that police teams were trying to 
track the three and a lookout notice had also been issued.
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LS adjourned sine die; 12 bills 
passed in Winter Session

Spur development 
via innovation: PM to 

CBI court to pronounce 
punishment against Lalu today

Rahul attacks govt over delay 
in appointing Lokpal

Naidu to soon decide on privilege 
notice against Cong Prez 

No beef sale in Goa from Saturday, 
traders protest against vigilantism

Yogi government paints Haj 
Committee wall saffron, triggers storm

Winter session ends on note of confrontation over triple talaq bill 

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (PTI ):The 
Lok Sabha was today adjourned 
sine die, bringing to an end the 
short Winter Session during 
which the House passed 12 bills, 
including the ‘triple talaq’ legis-
lation that seeks to criminalise 
instant divorce in the Muslim 
community.

Announcing the adjourn-
ment, Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
said the session, which com-
menced on December 15, had 13 
sittings spread over 61 hours and 
48 minutes. The House lost about 
15 hours due to disruptions and 
adjournments.

Important bills passed during 
the session included the central 
road fund (amendment) bill, the 
requisitioning and acquisition 

of  immovable property bill, the 
national capital territory of  Delhi 
laws (special provisions) second 
(amendment) bill and the goods 
and services tax (compensation 
to states) amendment bill.

A bill to hike the salary of  
high court and Supreme Court 
judges was also passed.

The Speaker said 16 bills were 
introduced by the government in 
the session.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was present in the House 
as she announced its adjourn-
ment after briefing members on 
the proceedings during the winter 
session.

The discussion on supplemen-
tary demands for grants, second 
and third batch for 2017-18, last-

ed for more than six hours before 
the demands were voted and the 
related appropriation bills passed, 
she said.

“In this session, while we lost 
over 14 hours and 51 minutes 
of  time due to interruptions fol-
lowed by forced adjournments, 
the House also sat late for 8 hours 
and 10 minutes to discuss various 
important issues,” she said.

Dur ing  the  sess ion,  280 
starred questions were listed, 
of  which 45 questions were an-
swered orally. 

Written replies to the remain-
ing starred questions along with 
3220 unstarred questions were 
tabled, she said.

About 198 matters of  urgent 
public importance were raised by 

the members and by sitting late in 
the evening, while the members 
also raised 226 matters under rule 
377, she said.

Standing committees pre-
sented 41 Reports to the House.

The Lok Sabha held a short 
duration discussion under rule 
193 regarding natural calamities 
in various part of  the country, 
with special reference to cyclone 
Ockhi in South India. 

The discussion was concluded 
with the reply by Home Minister, 
she said.

During the session, as many 
as 2255 papers were tabled by 
the ministers concerned, she said, 
adding that 98 Private Members’ 
bills on different subjects were 
also introduced.

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today asked collec-
tors and officers-in-charge 
of 115 backward districts to 
come up with pioneering in-
novations to achieve visible 
results for development by 
April 14, the birth anniver-
sary of B R Ambedkar.

Addressing a confer-
ence on ‘Transformation 
of  Aspirational Districts’ 
at the Dr Ambedkar In-
ternational Centre here, 
Modi said the government’s 
schemes should match the 
aspirations of people.

“The collectors of  the 
115 aspirational districts 
have the opportunity to earn 
lasting satisfaction by deliv-
ering on development objec-
tives,” the Prime Minister 
said.

The officials concerned 
should focus on “low hang-
ing” fruits to show results 
and create an atmosphere of  
optimism and positivity, he 
said, adding success stories 
are needed to change the 
psyche of people.

“On April 14, we cel-
ebrate the jayanti of Dr Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar. Let us 
devote these coming three 
months to pioneering inno-
vation in the less developed 
districts and transform the 
lives of the poor,” he said.

Calling for a concerted 
effort to achieve visible re-
sults in three months, Modi 
said he would like to per-
sonally visit one such well-
performing district in April, 
adding those 115 districts 
could become “the founda-
tion for developing New 
India”.

He also said that rela-

tive backwardness of some 
regions is an injustice to the 
people of those areas.

Modi added that this 
effort to develop 115 back-
ward districts is in keeping 
with the vision of  Babasa-
heb Ambedkar who worked 
for the upliftment of  the 
under-privileged.

Asking the officials to 
adopt a positive attitude, he 
said success stories are vital 
to change the negative psy-
che and mindset in these ar-
eas. Stressing that all round 
and inclusive development is 
essential, the Prime Minister 
said that even in the states 
with strong development 
indicators there would be 
areas which would need 
greater push.

He further said that the 
system and officials showed 
that “it is possible to electrify 
villages at a record pace and 
it is possible to build toilets 
in our cities as well as vil-
lages at historic speed”.

The event was organ-
ised keeping in view Modi’s 
vision of  creating a ‘New 
India’ by 2022.

Senior government of-
ficials of  the rank of  ad-
ditional secretary and joint 
secretary have been desig-
nated as officers in-charge to 
coordinate the efforts of the 
Centre and states in address-
ing the specific developmen-
tal needs of these districts.

Six groups of  officers 
made presentations on the 
themes of nutrition, educa-
tion, basic infrastructure, 
agriculture and water re-
sources, eradication of Left 
wing extremism and finan-
cial inclusion and skill de-
velopment.

Ranchi, Jan. 5 (PTI): The 
CBI court will pronounce 
tomorrow the quantum of  
punishment against RJD 
supremo Lalu Prasad and 
10 others in a fodder scam 
case, his counsel said today.

The RJD supremo ap-
peared before the court of  
CBI special judge Shiv Pal 
Singh for the argument on 
the punishment through 
videoconferencing from 
Birsa Munda central jail, 
where he has been lodged 
since his conviction on De-
cember 23, and in a written 
plea sought leniency due 
to his illness and old-age, 
Prasad’s counsel Chittaran-
jan Prasad said.

“The judge said he 
would pronounce judge-
ment at 2 pm tomorrow,” 
Chittaranjan Prasad told 
reporters after emerging 
from the videoconferencing 
hall here.

The court concluded ar-

guments on the quantum of  
punishment against Prasad 
and 10 others in connection 
with the withdrawal of  Rs 
89.27 lakh from Deoghar 
Treasury between 1990 and 
1994 when he was the chief  
minister of Bihar.

Besides Yadav, the court 
today heard arguments on 
the punishment of  RJD 
leader R K Rana, former 
IAS officers Phoolchand 
Singh, Mahesh Prasad, 
former government official 
Subir Bhattacharya, suppli-
ers/transporters Tripurari 
Mohan Prasad, Sushil Ku-
mar Sinha, Sunil Kumar 
Sinha, Raja Ram Joshi, 
Sanjay Agarwal and Sunil 
Gandhi.

The court had heard 
pre-sentencing arguments in 
alphabetical order yesterday 
of former IAS officer Beck 
Julius, Gopinath Das, RJD 
leader Jagdish Sharma, 
transporter/suppliers Jyoti 

Kumar Jha and Krishna 
Kumar Prasad.

It had deferred an-
nouncing the punishment 
against Prasad and others 
for the second consecutive 
day yesterday.

The court had on De-
cember 23 convicted all the 
16 accused in the fodder 
scam while acquitting six 
others, including former 
Bihar chief minister Jagan-
nath Mishra.

The court had convict-
ed Prasad for offences of  
cheating with criminal con-
spiracy under the Indian 
Penal Code and the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act.

Under the sections, 
Prasad can be sentenced 
to a minimum jail term of  
one year and maximum of  
seven years, his advocate 
Chittaranjan Prasad had 
said.

In 1996, the Patna High 
Court had ordered an in-

quiry into the fodder scam 
cases and a charge sheet in 
the Deogarh treasury case 
was filed against 38 people 
on October 27, 1997.

Eleven of  them died 
and three turned approvers 
while two other accused 
confessed and were con-
victed in 2006-07, a CBI 
official said.

On September 30, 2013, 
Yadav, Jagannath Mishra 
and several others had been 
convicted in another case 
pertaining to illegal with-
drawal of  Rs 37.7 crore 
from Chaibasa Treasury in 
the early 1990s. The convic-
tion on December 23 last is 
the second in the scam.

Yadav faces another 
three fodder scam cases 
for illegal withdrawal of Rs 
3.97 crore from the Dum-
ka Treasury, Rs 36 crore 
from the Chaibasa Treasury 
and Rs 184 crore from the 
Doranda treasury.

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (PTI): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi today hit out at the 
Modi government over continued delay in 
appointment of  Lokpal, even four years 
after the enactment of  the law for setting 
up the institution, asking how long will it 
“blow the tune of  falsehood”.

“Four years have gone by, but the Lok-
pal has not come. The public is asking only 
one question, till when will you blow the 
tune of  falsehood? 

Under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 
2013, ombudsmen are to be appointed at 
the Centre and in states for inquiring into 
allegations of  corruption against public 
functionaries.

Gandhi also highlighted Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s tweet of  December 
2013 on the passage of  the Lokpal Bill 
when the Congress-led UPA was in power 
at the Centre and he was the Gujarat chief  
minister.

Modi had then tweeted, “Am very 
proud of  the positive and proactive role 
played by BJP MPs under leadership of  
Sushma Swaraj and Arun Jaitley in pass-
ing Lokpal Bill.” 

The Lokpal Bill was passed by Parlia-
ment in 2013, but the appointment of  the 
anti-corruption ombudsman is stuck in 
procedural wranglings for the last four 
years.

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu today said 
he will take “necessary de-
cision” at the earliest on a 
privilege notice served by BJP 
MP Bhupinder Yadav against 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi.

However, he said the mat-
ter fell under the purview of  
the Lok Sabha.

On December 28, Yadav 
had given notice under Rule 
187 alleging that the Congress 
President had “intentionally, 
maliciously and disrespectfully 
twisted” the name of Leader 
of  the House and Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley in a 

tweet.
Gandhi, a Lok Sabha 

member, had tweeted in con-
nection with Jaitley’s state-
ment after an agreement to end 
an impasse in the Upper House 
was reached between the treas-
ury and opposition benches 
over Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s remarks against his 
predecessor Manmohan Singh 
during the Gujarat assembly 
election campaign.

During the Zero Hour on 
the last day of the Winter Ses-
sion, Yadav wanted to know 
the fate of his privilege notice, 
to which Naidu said it was 
under his consideration.

“Your notice is under my 

consideration. I have already 
told you, I will be taking ac-
tion immediately, but it’s not 
within the purview of  Rajya 
Sabha, finally it has to go to 
Lok Sabha. I will take neces-
sary decision at the earliest,” 
the Chairman said.

The House was adjourned 
sine die later in the day.

Earlier, Naidu asked min-
isters to take prior permission 
along with reasons from the 
Chair for allowing their col-
leagues to lay papers in the 
House on their behalf.

He also remarked that 
when Parliament is in session, 
ministers should give “priority 
to Parliament”.

Panaji, Jan. 5 (IANS): Harassed by 
vigilante groups, Goa’s only beef traders 
association on Friday said they will go 
on an indefinite strike from Saturday, 
until the government cracks down on 
vigilante groups who hamper bringing in 
beef from neighbouring states.

“We are tired of  these raids. They 
are not allowing our business to func-
tion. Every other day these groups target 
the beef consignments which we order 
from the open market in Karnataka and 
government officials also keep harassing 
us,” Bepari said.

“No beef  shop will be open until 
the government helps us and stops these 
vigilant groups from taking law in their 
hands,” Bepari said. 

He also said that more than five raids 
were conducted in the last few weeks, 

especially during the Christmas and New 
Year period, when sale of beef is at its 
peak in Goa. 

Beef  is normally consumed in the 
form of stew, curries, roasts, soups and 
is an essential protein, and one of  the 
cheapest meats in most Christian and 
Muslim homes in the state. 

Minorities comprise more than 30 
per cent of the state’s 1.5 million popula-
tion. According to official statistics from 
the Goa Meat Complex, the state’s only 
abattoir facility allowed to slaughter 
cattle and buffaloes, the state consumes 
nearly 30 tonnes of fresh beef every day.

And with the Complex not func-
tioning to full capacity over the last few 
months, a majority of the beef is brought 
in from Karnataka by the meat traders 
in Goa.

Lucknow, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
The BJP government in 
Uttar Pradesh on Friday 
came under heavy fire from 
social groups and opposition 
parties in the state after the 
peripheral wall of  the UP 
Haj Committee office was 
painted in saffron, a colour 
identified with the Hindu 
religion.

The boundary wall of  
the office facing the state as-
sembly building had always 
worn a green and white 
colour in the past.

On Friday, when the 
boundary wall was painted 
saffron, it triggered an im-
mediate storm even while 
the ruling party leaders said 
“not much should be read” 
in the development.

Samajwadi Party (SP) 
MLC and party spokesman 
Sunil Singh Sajan said the 
government was trying to 

impose its ideology on other 
religions, especially minori-
ties.

“To save face from their 
failures in the past nine 
months, they have now re-
sorted to the game of  col-
ours and politics of  reli-
gion,” he said.

Many Muslim organisa-
tions have also expressed 
their resentment over the 
change of  colours of  the 
wall of  the Haj committee 
office.

The sole Muslim Min-
ister in the Yogi Adityanath 
government, Mohsin Raza, 
who also looks after the Haj 
Department, however, de-
fended the decision to paint 
the walls saffron.

“Opposition has no is-
sues left to attack the govern-
ment, hence all this furore,” 
he said while claiming that 
the saffron colour was be-

New Delhi, Jan. 5 (IANS:) The 
winter session of  Parliament saw 
the opposition targeting the gov-
ernment on a number of  issues, 
including the triple talaq bill, 
which could not be passed in the 
Rajya Sabha despite strenuous 
efforts by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

The session concluded on a 
note of  confrontation over the 
triple talaq bill, with a joint opposi-
tion insisting that it should be sent 
to a select committee to address its 
“shortcomings”.

The opposition also attacked 
the government on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s remarks 
against his predecessor Manmo-
han Singh during the Gujarat 
polls, the violence in Mahar-
ashtra and Minister of  State for 
Skill Development Anant Kumar 
Hegde’s remarks concerning the 
Constitution. 

The opposition raised the ter-
ror incident in Kashmir, in which 

five CRPF personnel were killed, 
also raised concerns over the first 
National Register of  Citizens 
draft in Assam, which had several 
prominent names missing.

Apart from the triple talaq bill, 
which is set to be taken up in the 
budget session beginning January 
29, another priority bill for the 
government -- on granting con-
stitutional status to the National 
Commission for Backward Classes 
-- could not be passed in the winter 
session.

The session, which began on 
December 15, had 13 sittings over 
22 days. The productivity of Lok 
Sabha was 91.58 per cent and that 
of Rajya Sabha 56.29 per cent.

The Lok Sabha saw introduc-
tion of  14 bills, out of  which 13 
were passed. The Rajya Sabha 
passed nine bills. 

PRS Legislative Research, 
which tracks the functioning of  
Parliament, said the winter ses-
sion was the shortest since 2009, 

but a large proportion of  time 
was spent on legislative business 
-- the highest since 2014.  Howev-
er, discussions on general topics 
were the lowest since 2014, and 
fewer bills were sent to House 
committees.

Trina Roy, Program Officer of  
the PRS Legislative Research, said 
fewer bills being referred to com-
mittees raises a question “if there 
is adequate scrutiny before the laws 
are enacted”.

“At the beginning of  the ses-
sion, the government had an-
nounced an extensive legislative 
agenda of  around 39 bills to be 
passed, but only 10 of these were 
cleared. Fifteen new bills were also 
brought in by the government and 
only one of  them was sent to a 
committee,” Roy told IANS.

The Lok Sabha saw an engag-
ing discussion on the bill related 
to hiking salaries of judges of Su-
preme Court and high courts, with 
several members complaining of  

encroachment upon the legisla-
ture’s powers by the judiciary.

The session saw passage of the 
second and third batches of sup-
plementary demands for grants 
-- Rs 66,113 crore and Rs 80,000 
crore, respectively -- as also the re-
lated appropriation bills by the Lok 
Sabha. The bills will be deemed to 
be passed by the Rajya Sabha.

Three bills replacing ordinanc-
es -- Goods and Services Tax 
(Compensation to States) Bill, 
Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill 
and Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (Amendment) Bill -- were 
passed by the Lok Sabha. The bill 
on GST will also be deemed to be 
passed by the Rajya Sabha as it is 
a money bill.

External Affairs Minister Su-
shma Swaraj made a statement 
during the session on the visit of  
mother and wife of alleged Indian 
spy Kulbhushan Jadhav to Paki-
stan and accused the neighbouring 
country of committing serious and 

gross violation of human rights of  
the family members.

The External Affairs Minister 
Sushma also accused Pakistan of  
creating an intimidating atmos-
phere for his wife and mother.

Commerce Minister Suresh 
Prabhu made a statement on the 
“India’s stand at WTO”. 

Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar termed the session 
as “successful” and blamed the 
Congress for not allowing passage 
of the triple talaq bill.

“We hope the Congress will 
understand the public opinion on 
the issue, reconsider their stand 
and pass it in the budget session. 
There is anger among people on 
this issue,” Kumar told reporters. 

Senior Congress leader and 
Leader of Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad accused 
the Modi government of “mislead-
ing” Muslim women on the bill 
that seeks to criminalise instant 
triple talaq.

PTI

BJP govt paint the outer wall of the UP Haj committee office,in 

ing used as it signified en-
ergy. “In fact, the building 
was looking beautiful in the 
changed colour.”

Ever since the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) took over 
the reins of the government 
in March, saffron has be-
come a prominent colour in 
the state’s power corridors.

From the party leaders, 
Ministers and the Chief  
Minister donning saffron 
colour clothes to the colour 
of curtains, sofas and even 
microphones have changed 
to saffron.

The seat of power -- the 
Annexe where the Chief  
Minister’s Office is located 
-- was recently painted in 
saffron and not long ago, 
Afzalgarh Police Station in 
Bijnore was pained com-
pletely in saffron, apart from 
many schools also being 
painted bright saffron.

The penchant of  Uttar 
Pradesh politicians when in 
power for colours has been 
seen earlier also. During 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
rule, the colours prominent 
in governance were red and 
green (the party colours) and 
when the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) was in power, 
dark blue was the colour of  
power.

The BJP government 
this time round, however, 
seems to have gone a step 
ahead of others and it was 
no surprise that during a visit 
of  Adityanath to parched 
Bundelkhand, even the cold 
drinks served were “all or-
ange”.



Tehran, Jan. 5 (IANS): Iran and 
Pakistan held talks on defence co-
operation following US President 
Donald Trump’s Twitter spree 
voicing support for the anti-govern-
ment riots in Tehran and lashing 
out at Islamabad for supporting 
terrorists.

Iranian Defence Minister Briga-
dier General Ali Hatami hailed 
growing cooperation between Te-
hran and Islamabad in a telephone 
conversation with his Pakistani 
counterpart Khurram Dastgir-Khan 
on Thursday, Press TV reported on 
Friday.

“The latest developments in 
the region and in the Islamic world 

necessitate more interactions among 
officials of  Iran and Pakistan, as 
two major countries in the Muslim 
world,” Hatami said.

“The Americans always blame 
the others over their own failures in 
different parts of the world and they 
pursue the strategy of  the Zionist 
regime (of Israel) to destabilize the 
region.

Hatami blamed the “evil and 
stupid policies of the US” as the root 
cause of deteriorating security situa-
tion in Afghanistan and the deaths 
of innocent civilians in Yemen, Iraq 
and Syria.

“Iran and Pakistan should uti-
lize such capacity to enhance their 

economic growth and security, said 
Hatami, pointing to the potentials 
for military cooperation between the 
two nations.

The Pakistani Defence Min-
ister welcomed the promotion of  
military cooperation with Iran with 
regard to the regional issues. Dastgir-
Khan also criticised Trump’s tweets 
against Pakistan and underlined the 
importance of the Muslim nations’ 
sovereign right to provide their own 
security.

Trump posted a series of tweets 
earlier this week, in which he voiced 
support for anti-government protes-
tors in Iran and bashed Pakistan for 
lying and harbouring terrorists.

9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, January 6, 2018

PTI

Kim Jong-Un (File Photo)
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Afghan security forces inspect the scene of Thursday evening suicide 

Oriol Junqueras

N.Korea accepts 
S.Korea’s offer for talks 

Pakistan accuses US of betrayal 
after military aid suspension

Iran, Pakistan discuss defence ties amid US threats

Former Catalan leader seeks 
bail after two months in prison

Iran urged to respect protestors’ 
rights, end Internet crackdown

Nepal National 
Assembly polls on Feb. 7

First PAF chief Air Marshal Asghar Khan dies at 96 

UN condemns food insecurity 
faced by Rohingyas in Bangladesh

20 killed in Kabul suicide bombing

NEWS IN BRIEF
US State Department designates 
three men as global terrorists
Washington, Jan. 5 (IANS): US State Department 
on Thursday designated three individuals as Specially 
Designated Global Terrorists (SDGTs). Muhammad 
al-Ghazali, Abukar Ali Adan, and Wanas al-Faqih 
will be imposed against with strict sanctions, Xinhua 
news agency reported.  The State Department said 
they “are associated with al-Qaeda affiliates” that 
have been designated by the US as Foreign Terrorist 
Organisations and have committed acts of  terrorism. 
Among the consequences of  these designations, all of  
their property and interests in property subject to US 
jurisdiction are blocked and US persons are generally 
prohibited from engaging in any transactions with 
them. They will also be denied of  access to the US 
financial system. 

Two Pakistani Hindu businessmen 
shot dead in Sindh 
Karachi, Jan. 5 (PTI): Two Hindu brothers were 
today shot dead outside their grain shop by bike-
borne robbers in Tharparkar district of  Pakistan’s 
Sindh province, triggering protests from the minority 
community. The victims, identified as Dileep Kumar 
and Chandar Maheshwari were grain traders. They 
were opening their shop in the grain market in Mithi 
area of  the district when the incident took place, the 
Express Tribune reported. According to police, in the 
first ever robbery incident in the city, bike-borne dacoits 
tried to snatch the money from the brothers, but when 
they resisted, the robbers shot them. Local people 
alleged that police reached late at the spot as most of  
the personnel have been deployed in Mirpurkhas for 
the security arrangement of  a rally organised by the 
Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP), where former President 
Asif  Ali Zardari is supposed to address, the report said. 

Girl, fiance gunned down for 
speaking before marriage in Pak 
Karachi, Jan. 5 (PTI): A girl and her fiance were 
gunned down today, allegedly by the girl’s maternal 
uncle after spotting them chatting in Pakistan’s Sindh 
province, in the latest case of  honour killing, a media 
report said. The girl, identified as Nazeeran, was 
speaking with her husband-to-be Shahid in Nayi Wahi 
village in the suburbs of  Ghotki town when her uncle 
spotted them. The uncle opened fire on them out of  
anger, Express News reported. According to police, the 
victims were each other’s cousins and the incident was 
a case of  ‘honour killing’. Two suspects, both of  whom 
happen to be the girl’s uncles, have been arrested so far. 
Honour killings are pandemic in Pakistan, and women 
are its predominant victims. An angry Pakistani 
youth allegedly shot dead his sister and her husband 
in Rawalpindi last month for marrying without the 
family’s consent.

Seoul, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
North Korea on Friday ac-
cepted South Korea’s pro-
posal for official talks, in 
what will be the first high-
level contact to take place 
between the two countries 
in more than two years.

South Korean Unifica-
tion Ministry spokesman 
Baik Tae-hyun told the 
media that North Korea in-
formed its southern neigh-
bour by fax at 10.16 a.m., 
that they have accepted 
the Seoul’s offer to initiate 
talks, reports CNN.

The person-to-person 
talks will be held January 
9 -- one day after North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-
un’s birthday -- at the Peace 
House, located on the 
South Korean side of  the 
truce village of  Panmun-
jom, located in the De-
militarized Zone (DMZ) 
between the two nations, 
Baik said.

The spokesman said the 
two sides agreed to work 
on the details of  the talks 
“through the exchange of  
documents”, and added 
the agenda items of  the 
talks will be “issues related 
to improving inter-Korean 
relationships including 
the Pyeongchang (Winter) 
Olympic Games”.

The faxed message ac-

Islamabad, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
Amid opposition calls for 
retaliation, the Pakistan 
government on Friday ac-
cused the US of  betray-
al and decried “arbitrary 
deadlines” and “unilateral 
pronouncements” after the 
Donald Trump adminis-
tration suspended an esti-
mated $1 billion in military 
assistance.

In one of  the harshest 
actions in years between the 
troubled allies, Washington 
moved to block the military 
aid at the end of a conten-
tious week that began with 
Trump bashing Islamabad 
for years of “lies & deceit” 
as well as for harbouring 
terrorists.

The US State Depart-
ment officials said they were 
holding back the aid as an 
incentive for Islamabad to 
take “decisive action” to rid 
its lands of terrorist safe ha-
vens. It also placed Pakistan 
on a watch list of countries 
failing to protect religious 

freedom.
“Work ing  towards 

enduring peace requires 
mutual respect and trust 
along with patience and 
persistence,” Pakistan’s 
Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement. “Arbitrary 
deadlines, unilateral pro-
nouncements and shifting 
goal posts were counter-
productive in addressing 
common threats.”

The Ministry defended 
Islamabad’s stance on ter-
rorism, saying that “it has 
fought the war against ter-
rorism largely from its own 
resources which has cost 
over $120 billion in 15 years. 

“We are determined to 
continue to do all it takes to 
secure the lives of  our citi-
zens and broader stability in 
the region.”

In an interview on 
Thursday with the Geo 
News channel, Foreign 
Minister Khawaja Asif said 
that the US was now nei-
ther a friend nor ally, but “a 

friend who always betrays”. 
He also accused Trump of  
“speaking the language of  
India”.

Pakistan’s opposition, 
meanwhile, called for con-
crete actions to retaliate.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) chief Imran Khan said 
Pakistan should “delink” 
itself  from the US after its 
humiliation “by an ungrate-
ful Donald Trump”. 

Addressing a fiery press 
conference outside his resi-
dence in Islamabad, Khan 
called the Pakistan govern-
ment to expel some US dip-
lomatic personnel and cut 
off  supply routes for the 
US-led coalition forces from 
the port city of  Karachi to 
landlocked Afghanistan, as 
well as close its airspace to 
US forces.

The political elite of  
Pakistan were responsible 
for the threats and strained 
relations between the two 
countries, Khan said, refer-
ring to the Pakistan Muslim 

League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
government. 

The US has given Paki-
stan more than $20 billion 
in reimbursements and 
military assistance since 
2002, but that aid has di-
minished over the years, 
to the point that Pakistani 
officials have insisted its 
suspension will have mini-
mal impact, the New York 
Times reported.

“The suspension is ar-
guably more significant as 
a signal of  Washington’s 
discontent than as an act of  
financial deprivation,” said 
Joshua T. White, an Asia 
analyst who was director of  
South Asian affairs at the 
National Security Council 
during the Obama years.

“The Trump administra-
tion has likely sketched out 
an escalation strategy, and 
would be wise to pause after 
Thursday’s announcement 
to give Pakistan the oppor-
tunity to quietly address US 
concerns.”

Kabul, Jan. 5 (IANS): At 
least 20 persons have been 
killed and 30 others injured 
here in a suicide bombing 
claimed by the Islamic State 
terror group, an official 
said.

The attack happened 
on Thursday night in Ba-
naee area of  Kabul where 
a group of  police officers 
were handling a protest, 
the Interior Ministry said 
in a statement. 

A police official told Efe 
news that the suicide at-
tacker was on foot and wore 
a vest loaded with explosives 
that he detonated near the 
policemen watching the 

demonstration.
Earlier, the police said 11 

people, including five police 
personnel, were killed. The 
number of fatalities jumped 
to 20 on Friday. 

The Islamic State took 
responsibility for the at-
tack through its news outlet 
Amaq. It said a suicide at-
tacker with an explosives 
vest had targeted “a gather-
ing of  Afghan intelligence 
and police”.

Tawab Khan, a resident, 
said a large number of secu-
rity personnel had gathered 
in the area for a crackdown 
on shopkeepers involved in 
trading illicit substances.

Madrid, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
Former Catalan deputy 
leader Oriol Junqueras, 
who is also the leader of  
the pro-independence Es-
querra Republicana (ERC), 
appeared in the Spanish 
Supreme Court on Thurs-

day to appeal against the 
decision to maintain him in 
preventive custody without 
bail.

Junqueras was sent to 
prison on November 2, fac-
ing charges of  sedition, re-
bellion and misuse of public 

Geneva, Jan. 5 (IANS): UN ex-
perts have urged Iranian authorities 
to respect the rights of  protestors and 
voiced concern over Tehran’s restric-
tion of  social messaging services.

The joint statement by four Spe-
cial Rapporteurs -- expert advisers 
to the UN who work on a voluntary 
basis -- issued on Friday by the UN 
agency for human rights came eight 
days after anti-government protests 
broke out in Iran over corruption, 
unemployment and price rise, CNN 
reported.

At least 21 people were killed and 
450 arrested in the protests, many in 
clashes with security forces trying to 
quell the rallies.

The protests, the most powerful 
challenge to the regime in years, 
fizzled on Thursday after a claim by 
Revolutionary Guards commander 
Mohammad Ali Jafari that the un-
rest was “officially over”. 

“We are very disturbed by the 
way the authorities have responded 
to the protests,” the four Special 
Rapporteurs said in their statement, 
released by the Office of  the UN 

High Commissioner for Human 
Rights.

“We are also very concerned 
at reports that the government has 
blocked the Internet on mobile net-
works and that social media services 
like Instagram and messaging serv-
ices like Telegram were shut down 
in an attempt to quell the protests,” 
the statement said.

“In some regions, Internet access 
was blocked altogether. Communica-
tion blackouts constitute a serious 
violation of  fundamental rights.”

The experts added that the lack 
of  measures to address the causes of  
the unrest was “disturbing”.

“The government’s instruction to 
the Revolutionary Guards to hit hard 
against the protesters and the judici-
ary’s threats of  harsh punishment, 
are unacceptable.

“We urge the authorities to ex-
ercise restraint and respond propor-
tionately in their efforts to control 
the protests, to limit the use of  force 
to a strict minimum and to fully 
respect the human rights of  the pro-
testers, including their rights to life, 

freedom of  expression and peaceful 
assembly,” the statement said.

The UN experts said they shared 
the concerns of  Iranian civil society 
groups for those arrested.

The protests began just over 
a week ago over Iran’s stagnant 
economy and the rising cost of  living 
and developed into a broader outcry 
against the government.

The UN Security Council was 
expected convene a meeting on the 
situation in Iran later in the day. 

In Tehran, firebrand cleric Aya-
tollah Ahmad Khatami delivered 
a fiery sermon at Friday prayers in 
which he accused the US and Israel 
of  fomenting protest.

Interior Minister Abdolreza 
Rahmani Fazli claimed that not 
more than 42,000 people had taken 
part in the anti-government protests 
since December 28, according to the 
semi-official Iranian Student News 
Agency. 

“That isn’t a high number of  
people, Fazli said, adding that pro-
tests were “normal occurrences and 
happen in all countries.”

Islamabad, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
Air Marshal Asghar Khan, 
the first native command-
er-in-chief  of  Pakistan Air 
Force and a veteran politi-
cian, died today of a cardiac 
arrest in Rawalpindi.

Khan, 96, was born in 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
1921.

He was undergoing 
treatment for a chest infec-
tion at the Combined Mili-
tary Hospital in Rawalpindi.

K h a n  b e c a m e  t h e 
youngest head of  Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF) at the age 
of  35. His funeral prayers 

will be offered tomorrow 
in Abbottabad, Dawn news 
reported.

Pakistan President 
Mamnoon Hussain and 
Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi have ex-
pressed condolence over his 
death. Pakistan Army chief  
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa 
paid tribute to the late fighter 
pilot in a message posted on 
Twitter by military spokes-
man Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor.

Bajwa called Khan an 
“iconic” soldier who will 
be remembered for his his-
toric contributions for lay-

ing foundations of a strong 
Pakistan Air Force.

PAF chief Air Marshal 
Sohail Khan said Air Mar-
shal Khan headed the PAF 
diligently and with courage. 
With his leadership capabili-
ties, he played a vital role in 
transforming the PAF into a 
modern air force.

Khan, a former politi-
cian and a World War II 
veteran fighter pilot, origi-
nally served as an officer in 
the British Indian Army. In 
1940, he graduated from the 
Royal Indian Military Col-
lege Dera.

Khan was made the 
group captain in 1949, and 
in the same capacity, he 
undertook the charge of air 
operations of PAF.

Before him, British of-
ficers held top military posts 
in newly independent Paki-
stan. He also served as the 
president of state-run Paki-
stan International Airlines.

In 1970, Khan founded 
Tehreek-i-Istaqlal, a secular 
political party but could not 
dent the vote bank of other 
major parties of  the time, 
such as the Pakistan Peoples 
Party.

Kathmandu, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
The election to Nepal’s Na-
tional Assembly will be held 
on February 7, paving the 
way for formation of  the 
new government after recent 
provincial and parliamen-
tary polls, the government 
said today. The decision 
was taken at an emergency 
Cabinet meeting held here.

Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba had held dis-
cussions with five national 
parties yesterday to finalise 
the date for the election to 
the upper house of  Parlia-
ment.

Earlier, the Election 
Commission had recom-

mended holding the Na-
tional Assembly election on 
February 8.

The upper house will 
have a total of 59 members. 
All seven provinces will elect 
8 members each through an 
electoral college comprising 
of members of state assem-
blies and chief  and deputy 
chiefs of local bodies while 
the president will appoint 
three members.

The Left alliance of  
CPN-UML and  CPN 
(Maoist Centre) has been 
demanding election to the 
National Assembly at the 
earliest for formation of the 
new government.

Dhaka, Jan. 5 (IANS): The UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) on Friday con-
demned the food insecurity faced by the 
655,500 Rohingyas who fled to Bangladesh 
from Myanmar since an outbreak of  vio-
lence in August last year.

“Although more than 90 per cent of Ro-
hingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar (a district in 
southeastern Bangladesh where the refugee 
camps are located) have received emergency 
food assistance, a major concern is limited 
access to a well-diversified and balanced 
diet,” the WFP said in a statement.

A study carried out by the agency 
between November and December, titled 
“Rohingya Emergency Vulnerability As-
sessment”, revealed that 80 per cent of the 
overall refugee population was either highly 
or entirely reliant on life-saving assistance, 
Efe news reported.

“WFP’s food distributions to the new 
arrivals is rice, vegetable oil and lentils -- an 
emergency ration designed to provide basic 
calories, but lacking in dietary diversity,” the 
WFP said.

It recommended the expansion of its e-
voucher programmes, under which the refu-
gees receive a monthly ration on a pre-paid 
debit card which can be used in allocated 

shops to buy different foods.
Some 90,000 people are currently en-

rolled in WFP’s e-voucher programmes.
According to the UN Inter Sector Co-

ordination Group, some 655,000 Rohingya 
refugees have arrived in Bangladesh since 
August 25, 2017.

The exodus was triggered by the Myan-
mar security forces launching an operation 
in retaliation to an attack by the Arakan Ro-
hingya Salvation Army (ARSA) on several 
security posts in Rakhine state.

The governments of  Bangladesh and 
Myanmar earlier reached an agreement on 
the process of repatriation for the Rohingya 
refugees who fled to Bangladesh, which is 
expected to begin in the coming months.

Several human rights organisations, 
however, have repeatedly denounced that 
conditions were not appropriate for the safe 
return of the Rohingyas to Myanmar, where, 
according to recently-arrived refugees, the 
military campaign against them was still 
ongoing.

The UN and human rights organisations 
pointed out clear evidence that abuses were 
committed, while the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hus-
sein described the situation as “genocide”.

funds, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

He has previously been 
denied bail at the start of  
December, with the judge 
arguing there was a risk 
of  repeat offending, while 
other former members of  
the Catalan regional gov-
ernment were allowed to 
leave.

Junqueras’ court appear-
ance follows the regional 
election in Catalonia on 
December 21. 

Spain’s pro-unity Cata-
lan party Ciudadanos won 
the most votes by gaining 37 
seats in the 135-seat regional 
parliament.

But the pro-independ-
ence bloc consisting of three 
parties -- JuntsxCat, ERC 
and CUP -- secured an ab-
solute majority of  70 seats 
in the parliament. 

A decision is expected 
on Junqueras’ request in the 
next few days.

cepting the long-standing 
offer of  talks was from Ri 
Son Kwon, chairman of  
the North Korean Commit-
tee for the Peaceful Reuni-
fication of  the Fatherland, 
CNN reported. 

It was addressed to his 
de-facto counterpart, South 
Korea’s Unification Min-
ister Cho Myoung-gyon, 
Baik added.

The last high level inter-
Korea talks were a deputy 
ministerial meeting be-
tween South and North 
Korea that took place in 
December 2015 at the joint-
ly-run Kaesong industrial 
zone in North Korea.

The industrial park, 
which opened in 2004 in a 

rare show of  cooperation 
between the two Koreas, 
was shuttered in 2016 in 
response to Pyongyang’s 
ramping-up of  missile and 
nuclear testing.

Friday’s announcement 
comes after South Korea 
and the US agreed late 
Thursday to delay their 
joint military drills dur-
ing the Winter Olympics, 
repor ts  Yonhap News 
Agency.

North Korea has long 
denounced the military 
drills as a war rehearsal 
and used them as an excuse 
for its provocations. But 
South Korea and the US 
has maintained that the 
exercises were defensive in 

nature.
Contact between the 

two Koreas was initiated 
after the North Korean 
leader expressed hope 
during his annual New 
Year’s day address that 
a Pyongyang delegation 
might participate in next 
month’s Winter Games 
in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. A hotline between 
Seoul and Pyongyang, 
which had remained un-
used for two years, also 
rang once again on Tues-
day, in what has been 
widely regarded as a major 
diplomatic breakthrough. 

At least five calls have 
been placed through the 
cross-border channel since.
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Sanjay Dutt’s biopic to release on June 29
For those awaiting to see how Ranbir Kapoor brings alive 
the story of Sanjay Dutt on the big screen, the wait has be-
come a little longer. The biopic on the “Khalnayak” star will 
now release on June 29 instead of March 30. The makers 
announced the news in a statement on Friday. Apart from 
Ranbir, who even put on weight to fit Sanjay’s shoes for the 
biopic, the film stars Sonam Kapoor, Anushka Sharma, Dia 
Mirza, Paresh Rawal, Manisha Koirala, Karishma Tanna, 
Vicky Kaushal and Jim Sarbh. Presented by Fox Star, the 
untitled Dutt biopic is co-produced by Vidhu Vinod Chopra 
and Hirani. (IANS)

Steve Mac to receive 2018 Best 
British Producer BRIT Award

‘Logan’, ‘The Big Sick’ nominated for Writers Guild Awards 2018

Paul Mccartney ‘putting the 

T
he 45-year-old 
studio wizard 
was responsible 
for co-writing 
and producing 

one of the biggest tracks of  
2017, Ed Sheeran’s ‘Shape 
of You’, along with Snow 
Patrol’s Johnny McDaid 
and Ed himself.

The past year also saw 
him help Clean Bandit and 

Sean Paul’s ‘Rockaybe’, 
Liam Payne and Quavo’s 
‘Strip That Down’, P!nk’s 
‘What About Us’ and Rita 
Ora’s ‘Your Song’ make it 
into the top 10.

Steve said the accolade 
is “the icing on the cake” 
of an incredible year and 
has thanked the industry 
professionals who voted 
for him.

He said: “I feel truly 
humbled to receive this 
prestigious award, espe-
cially as it’s voted for by my 
record label peers who I 
greatly respect. This really 
is the icing on the cake at 
the end of such an amaz-
ing year, not only for me 
personally but for British 
music.”

BRITs Chairman and 
Chairman & CEO of  
Sony Music UK & Ireland 
Jason Iley added: “I am 
absolutely delighted for 
Steve - what a phenom-
enal year. He has worked 
with the biggest artists and 
delivered the biggest songs 
around the world. Steve 
is an incredibly talented 
and versatile producer and 
the most worthy recipient 
of the Best British Pro-
ducer Award after the most 
excep-tional hit rate this 
past year.”

It comes after Jorja 
Smith beat Stefflon Don 
and Mabel to be pick up 
the prestigious BRITs Crit-

ics’ Choice Award, which 
recognises emerging talent 
and in the past has gone 
to the likes of Adele, Ellie 
Goulding and Sam Smith.

Steve will collect his 
Anish Kapoor-designed 
award at the annual 
ceremony at London’s The 
O2 on February 21, where 
his pal Ed, Sam Smith, 
Stormzy and Dua Lipa 
are among the artists set to 
grace the stage with show-
stopping performances.

The Mastercard-
sponsored ceremony will 
see Jack Whitehall host the 
glitzy bash.

Next Saturday 
(13.01.17), the awards will 
kick off with the nomina-
tions launch show, ‘The 
BRITs Are Coming 2018’, 
which will once again be 
hosted by Emma Willis, 
and will air on ITV1 from 
5.45pm. Liam Payne, 
Jorja Smith, Paloma Faith, 
Clean Bandit and J Hus 
will perform.

Femalefirst.co.uk

H
ugh Jackman’s 
“Logan”, Emily V. 
Gordon and Kumail 
Nanjiani’s “The Big 
Sick” and James 

Franco’s “The Disaster Artist” are 
among the films nominated for 
the The Writers Guild of America 
Awards 2018.

The nominations were an-
nounced on Thursday, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

“Logan”, the final “X-Men” 
movie for Jackman, has been nom-
inated for its screenplay, co-penned 
by Scott Frank and Mangold. The 
movie did not make it to the same 
category in the Golden Globe or 
Screen Actors Guild nominations.

Other contenders in the 
adapted screenplay category of  
The Writers Guild of America 
Awards include James Ivory’s 
screenplay for “Call Me by Your 

Name”, Scott Neustadter and 
Michael H. Weber’s screenplay 
for Franco-starrer “The Disaster 
Artist”, the Aaron Sorkin-penned 
“Molly’s Game” and the Virgil 
Williams-Dee Rees collaboration 
“Mudbound”. 

In the best original screenplay 
category, Jordan Peele’s “Get Out” 
and Greta Gerwig’s “Lady Bird” 
are up against Guillermo del Toro 
and Vanessa Taylor’s “The Shape 
of Water”, Emily V. Gordon and 
Kumail Nanjiani’s “The Big Sick” 
and the Steven Rogers-penned 
biopic “I, Tonya”, which stars 
Margot Robbie as the disgraced 
figure skater Tonya Harding. 

The 2018 Writers Guild of  
America Awards will take place on 
February 11 across two separate 
ceremonies in New York City and 
Beverly Hills. 

IANS

P
aul McCartney’s 
long-awaited fol-
low up to 2013’s 
New is appar-
ently nearing 

completion.
Asked about his plans 

for 2018, McCartney said, 
“I’ll probably be putting 
out a new album.” He add-
ed that he was “putting 
the finishing touches 
to it now,” in the same 
Q&A from his official 
website.

It’s unclear who’ll 
serve as principal 
producer, though 
McCartney earlier 
confirmed sessions with 
Adele producer 
Greg Kurstin. 
That would 
continue a 
period of  
high-profile 
collabo-
rations. 
McCartney 
added that 
expectations 
are running 
high for the as-
yet-unnamed 
project, which 
apparently will 
include a song 
about President 
Donald Trump.

“I’d like that 
to be something I 
really love and then 
hopefully the fans 
will love it too,” 
McCartney said. 
“I would like to 
achieve making 
that a really 
great album. 
Fingers 
crossed! 
That’s not 
what it’s 
called, but 
fingers 
crossed! 
[Paus-
es] It 

could be … it could be the 
new album title.”

New, which found 
McCartney working with 
producers Giles Martin, 
Mark Ronson, Ethan Johns 
and Paul Epworth, reached 
No. 3 on both the U.S. and 

U.K. charts. 
Mar-

tin, 
son 
of  

former Beatles producer 
George Martin, also served 
as the record’s executive 
producer.

“The original idea was 
to go to a couple of pro-
ducers whose work I loved, 
to see who I got on with 
best,” McCartney said at 
the time. “But it turned out 
I got on with all of them. 
We made something really 
different with each pro-
ducer, so I couldn’t choose 
and ended up working with 
all four. We just had a good 
time in different ways.”

McCartney returned 
to the Top 5 in 2015 with 
“FourFiveSeconds,” a 

collaboration with 
Rihanna and Kanye 

West. “Only One” 
and “All Day,” 

also recorded 
with West, 
rose to the 
Top 40 as 

well. Before 
that, 

McCa-
rtney’s 

last 
al-
bum 
of  
all 
origi-

nal 
mate-

rial was 2008’s 
Electric Argu-
ments, as part 
of the duo 
Fireman.

ultimateclas-
sicrock

T
he 48-year-old 
rapper - whose 
real name in 
Sean Combs - 
announced on 

social media in November 
he wanted to be known 
as Brother Love, before 
backtracking and claiming 
it was all a joke.

Diddy said: “I never 
went back to Diddy and I 
made an edit from Brother 
Love, since I’m already 
black, to just Love. The 
Brother seemed redundant. 
And it’s working out great. 
Who doesn’t love Love?”.

The musician blamed 
his publicists, saying: 
“They’re the ones that 
made me try to do a retrac-
tion, [but] I’ve unretracted 
the retraction, and I’ve take 

the Brother off the Love, 
and I’m just Love.”

Explaining the thinking 
behind his various names, 
the businessman added: 
“You can call me by the 
other names. It’s just an 
evolution of my soul and 
my vibration. I’m Diddy, 
but during the days that are 
really, really good, I’m Love 
- which is all of the time.”In 
his original video, posted 
to Twitter in celebration of  
his 48th birthday, the ‘I’ll Be 
Missing You’ hitmaker said: 
“Hey y’all. I have some very 
serious serious news. I’ve 
been praying on this. I de-
cided that - I know it’s risky 
and I know it’s corny to 
some people - but I decided 
to change my name again.

Femalefirst.co.uk

T
he 60-year-old comedian-
and-actor took over host-
ing responsibilities back in 
2001 - the year Sir Ridley 
Scott’s ‘Gladiator’ won - 

and became a much-loved fixture of  
the UK awards ceremony, with his 
occasional risqué ribbing of celebrity 
guests.

However, he has now relinquished 
his role as host and is very much look-
ing forward to watching the 2018 cer-
emony from the comfort of his own 
home without his “knees trembling”.

In a statement, Fry said: “Every 
one of the twelve BAFTA film award 

ceremonies that I had the privilege of  
hosting has a place in my memory. 
The mixture of glamour, glory, drama 
and - occasionally - embarrassment 
and hiccup holds a unique place in 
the British film calendar. Over the 
last two decades I have especially 
loved watching the emergence of new 
young film talent behind and in front 
of the camera. But after so long a 
time I felt it only right to stand down 
and let others take the BAFTAs on to 
new heights and greater glories. What 
fun it will be to watch BAFTA 2018 
without my heart hammering, mouth 
drying and knees trembling.”

Between 2007 and 2011, Fry took 
a break from hosting duties and it was 
passed on to Jonathan Ross but it is 
unknown who is set to replace him 
this year.

Fry had to come of social media 
back in 2016 when he made a com-
ments about costume designer Jenny 
Beavan when he joked she looked like 
a “bag lady”.

The new host will be revealed at 
the BAFTA press conference on Tues-
day (16.01.18) and the ceremony will 
take place at London’s Royal Albert 
Hall on February 18.

Femalefirst.co.uk

Stephen Fry 
steps down as 
BAFTA host
Comedian calls a wrap 
a er 12 shows of ‘glory, 
drama and occasional 
embarrassment’

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150HILL STAR 

12.30 pm 8 pm: Tiger 
Zinda Hai (Hindi) 4 pm: Jumanji (Eng) 2D

6 pm: Insidious (Eng) 2D 
Horror

Movie Schedule
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Serena Williams

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (right) dribbles against Houston Rockets centre Clint Capela in 
their NBA match at Houston on Jan. 4.

Steve Smith and Usman Khawaja take runs on the second day of the fi h Ashes Test match at the SCG on Friday.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1694

Across
1 Comic actress Tessie
6 Annoying type
10 Catch the wind under one’s 

wings
14 Mild panics
15 Santa syllables
16 “A ___ of Two Cities”
17 Vitamin B acid
18 “Author unknown”: Abbr.
19 Mother of the Valkyries
20 Six-line stanzas
22 Ordained
24 Midwest Indians
26 Become depleted
27 Onetime Great Lake Indians
30 Art student’s prop
32 Seaport on the Strait of 

Gibraltar
34 Graceful girl
38 Atmosphere
39 Actress Blakley
41 Assent of Paris
42 Irish county
45 Kind of diet
48 “The Glass-Bead Game” 

author
50 Poured
51 Cherry red
54 Casino machines

58 Camera stands
62 B.A. and B.S., e.g.
63 Brake element
65 A bit too interested
66 Midge
67 Audio feedback of a sort

68 City in the Ruhr Valley
69 Half of zwei
70 Begin a hand
71 Act the coquette
Down
1 Kills, in mob slang
2 Blackthorn
3 “Laughing Cavalier” artist
4 Quintessence
5 Monk, perhaps
6 Cycle part
7 Ages and ages
8 Did a smith’s job
9 Darkroom solutions
10 Without a smile
11 Had a row?

12 Birch kin
13 “All systems go!”
21 “___ With Love” (Poitier 

23 Stage signals
25 Occasions for holding 

hands
27 Address for a lady
28 “Would ___ to you?”
29 Indian tourist town
31 “... against ___ of 

troubles”
33 “Friends” role
35 Advance
36 Be a crybaby
37 Got a move on

40 Faux pas
43 Yens
44 Archaic bidding
46 Wool-like fabric

49 Ranked for a tournament
51 Sponge
52 1985 Nicholas Gage best 

seller
53 Daughter of King Lear
55 Maj.’s next step up
57 Monopoly rollers
59 “Odyssey” peak
60 Low grades
61 “Auld Lang ___”
64 Doo-wop song syllable
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Elina Svitolina of Ukraine plays a shot in her semi final match 
against Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic during the Brisbane 
Interna onal tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia on Friday.

AP/PTI

Barcelona draw, Madrid win King’s Cup ties

Serena pulls out of Australian Open

Warriors down Rockets in 
clash of NBA Western powers

Svitolina stuns Pliskova to reach first Brisbane final

Ashes: Khawaja, Smith 
hand Australia good start

Sydney, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
Top-order batsmen Usman 
Khwaja (91 batting) and 
Steven Smith (44 batting) 
stayed unbeaten to help 
Australia post 193/2 against 
England on the second day 
of the fifth and final Test at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground 
on Friday.

Khwaja, who notched 
up his 11th Test half-centu-
ry, was at crease with skip-
per Smith when umpires 
called it a day. The two 
have stitched an unbeaten 
107-run stand for the third 
wicket to help Australia trail 
by 153 runs. 

Smith also became the 
joint-second fastest batsman 
to reach 6,000 Test runs in 
111 innings equalling West 
Indies’ Garry Sobers. 

Opener David Warner 
(56) earlier played an im-
portant knock to bring up 
his 27th half-century. 

For England, pacers 
James Anderson (1/25) 
and Stuart Broad (1/28) 
returned a wicket each. 

Earlier, resuming the 
day on 233/5, England 
rode on cameos from all of  
Moeen Ali (30), Tom Cur-
ran (39) and Stuart Broad 
(31) to extend their total to 
respectability before they 
were bundled for 346 runs 
in their first innings.

After Cameron Bancroft 
(0) was dismissed and Aus-
tralia were reduced to 1/1, 
Warner and Khawaja went 
about the rebuilding process 
with ease, comfortable in 
their respective, familiar 

roles. 
Khawaja was patient, 

knocking the ball about 
and rotating strike even as 
Warner harried the bowl-
ers -- there were three fours 
off  Curan in the 14th over, 
not allowing the medium 
pacer to settle on a line and 
length.

Warner’s 50 came off  
89 balls but his stay didn’t 
last long thereafter. Shortly 
before tea, Anderson man-
aged to induce an edge that 
was pouched happily by 
Jonathan Bairstow behind 
the stumps, ending the 85-
run second-wicket stand. 

England headed into tea 
buoyed by the dismissal but 
that was the last bit of cheer 
they had in the day. Smith 
and Khawaja saw to that.

Khawaja’s proactivity 
allowed Smith time to work 
his way into rhythm -- his 
first boundary came off  
the 43rd delivery he faced, 
a whip to midwicket off  
Crane full toss.

There was the hint of a 
chance when Crane man-
aged to induce an edge off  
Smith that fell just short 
of  slip. There were further 
bellows from the England 
fielders when another out-
side edge, off  Broad, flew 
just past first slip. 

Despite the early signs 
though, it just wasn’t Eng-
land’s day.

Brief  scores: Australia 
193/2 (Usman Khwaja 91 
batting, Steven Smith 44 
batting; James Anderson 
1/25) against England 346.

Madrid, Jan. 5 (IANS): Reigning 
King’s Cup holders FC Barcelona took 
a small step towards the defence of  
their title when they drew 1-1 away to 
Celta Vigo in the first leg of their last 
16 round tie.

Barca coach Ernesto Valverde will 
have been pleased by the performance 
of  B-team striker Jose Arnaiz, who 
scored the team’s goal in the 15th min-
ute of the game on Thursday, reports 
Xinhua. 

Pione Sisto equalised for Celta 

before half-time, but Barca could have 
won the game had Sergio Busquets’ 
long range shot not rebounded off  the 
Celta crossbar.

Valverde, who rested Leo Messi, 
Luis Suarez and Andres Iniesta, will 
nevertheless be content with the return 
of Ousmane Dembele who sustained 
a calf  injury three months ago, but 
came on as a 72nd minute substitute.

Gareth Bale scored a penalty as 
Real Madrid won 3-0 away to second 
division side Numancia, who ended 

the game with 10 men after defender 
Pape Diamanka was sent off  for a bad 
challenge on Nacho Fernandez with 
half  an hour remaining in the game.

Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane 
gave time to players such as Marcos 
Llorente, Theo Hernandez and Dani 
Ceballos, but it wasn’t until Isco scored 
a second penalty in the last minute of  
the game that the result was secure and 
Borja Mayoral’s injury-time header as-
sured the return leg will be little more 
than a formality.

Melbourne, Jan. 5 (IANS): 
Defending champion Ser-
ena Williams on Friday said 
she will withdraw from the 
Australian Open, adding 
she was not fully prepared 
to keep playing after becom-
ing a mother four months 
ago.

“My coach and team 
always said ‘only go to 
tournaments when you 
are prepared to go all the 
way’,” Xinhua news agency 
quoted Williams as saying. 

“I can compete -- but 
I don’t want to just com-
pete, I want to do far better 
than that and to do so I will 
need a little more time,” she 
added. 

In January last year, 
Serena won the Austra-
lian Open for an Open-
Era record seventh time, 
defeating her sister Venus. 
This was her 23rd Grand 
Slam singles title, surpass-
ing Steffi Graf ’s Open Era 
record of 22.

“The memory of  last 
year’s Open is one that I will 
carry with me, and Olympia 
and I look forward to com-

ing back again. I appreciate 
the support and understand-
ing of my fans and everyone 
at the Australian Open,” 
said the 36-year-old.

The 23-time Grand 
Slam winner played her 
first match since giving birth 

at the World Tennis Cham-
pionship in Abu Dhabi on 
December 30, losing her ex-
hibition match to reigning 
French Open Champion 
Jelena Ostapenko.

“After competing in 
Abu Dhabi, I realized that 

although I am super close, 
I’m not where I personally 
want to be. With that being 
said, and even though I am 
disappointed about it, I’ve 
decided not to compete in 
the Australian Open this 
year,” she said.

Brisbane, Jan. 5 (AFP): 
Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina 
stunned second seed Kar-
olina Pliskova on Friday 
to reach her first Brisbane 
International final in four 
attempts.

After falling at the semi-
final stage in her previous 
two attempts -- including 
a loss last year to eventual 
champion Pliskova -- Svi-
tolina recovered from 0-4 
down in the first set to win 
7-5, 7-5. She mastered the 
huge Pliskova serve and 
outhit her Czech opponent 
from the back of the court.

Svitolina also showed 
admirable mental strength 
when after squandering a 
5-2 second set lead and al-
lowing Pliskova to level at 
5-5, she broke once more 
and held on to win on her 
fourth match point.

“Karolina plays very 
well here in Brisbane and 
playing against the defend-
ing champion is always 
tough,” she said.

“I was playing very 
badly, I was making lots 
of mistakes so I just said to 
myself  try to take time, just 
go for your shots, but one 
metre inside the court.”

Los Angeles, Jan. 5 (AFP): 
Stephen Curry’s 29 points 
and a record-setting triple-
double from Draymond 
Green propelled the Golden 
State Warriors to a 124-114 
NBA victory over the Hous-
ton Rockets on Thursday.

In a clash of  the two 
highest-scoring teams in the 
NBA, the reigning cham-
pion Warriors shrugged 
off  the absence of  forward 
Kevin Durant, with Andre 
Iguodala stepping into the 
starter’s role and contrib-

uting 10 points and seven 
assists.

Green’s 17 points, 14 re-
bounds and 10 assists made 
him the franchise’s leader in 
triple-doubles with 21.

He passed Tom Gola, 
who played with the team 
from 1955 to 1962.

“That’s a hell of  an ac-
complishment,” said War-
riors coach Steve Kerr. 
“Tom Gola is a Hall of  
Famer. It was an amazing 
night from Draymond -- he 
did everything for us.”

Amazing, perhaps, but 
for Kerr, not unexpected.

“This is who he is,” Kerr 
said of Green. “He’s a guy 
who fills up the stat sheet 
and controls the game de-
fensively and just does ev-
erything.”

Klay Thompson added 
28 points for the Warriors, 
who trailed by a point at 
halftime.

The lead changed hands 
seven times in the third 
quarter before the War-
riors fashioned an 8-0 scor-

ing run to close the period. 
They never trailed in the 
fourth, pushing their lead to 
as many as 14 points.

The Warriors notched 
their second win in as many 
nights, and their ninth 
straight road victory after 
a 125-122 triumph over 
the Mavericks in Dallas on 
Wednesday. They improved 
their league-leading record 
to 31-8.

Houston played their 
second straight game with-
out NBA leading scorer 
James Harden, who is out 
for at least a fortnight with 
a hamstring injury.

In his absence, Eric Gor-
don led the Rockets with 30 
points. Gerald Green came 
off  the bench to score 29, 
matching his career high 
with eight three-pointers.

However, the Rockets 
fell to 27-10 -- three games 
behind the Warriors atop 
the Western Conference 
as Golden State avenged a 
shock loss to Houston on 
the opening night of  the 
season.

“It’s a long season, 
there’s a lot of  ups and 
downs,” Curry said. “But 
when you have a chance 
to beat a great team, chase 
that number one seed, that’s 
huge. We want to have that 
home court advantage, and 
these games are meaning-
ful.”

Svitolina won five tour-
naments on the WTA tour 
in 2017, the most of  any 
player, and firmly estab-
lished herself  as a top 10 
player. She started the week 
two places below Pliskova at 
number six in the world but 
will end it ranked fourth, 
two places higher than her 
Czech opponent, who will 
now drop to sixth.

The Ukrainian will also 

go into Saturday’s decider 
against Belarusian qualifier 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich as 
firm favourite to win her 
10th title. Sasnovich earlier 
became the first qualifier 
ever to reach the final in 
Brisbane when she beat 
seventh-seeded Latvian An-
astasija Sevastova.

The 23-year-old Sasnov-
ich outlasted Sevastova 7-6 
(7/3), 6-4 in 93 minutes.

Sasnovich has had a 
gruelling tournament so 
far, coming through three 
qualifying rounds and four 
main-draw matches to 
reach the final. In four of  
those matches, she needed 
to come from a set down, 
and had spent over 10 hours 
on court before her semi-
final.

She is also playing 
with both thighs heavily 
strapped and has needed 
injury timeouts in her last 
three matches.

However, the Belaru-
sian showed no signs of fa-
tigue during the first set and 
was stronger than Sevastova 
in the tiebreaker, taking an 
early lead and holding on to 
win the first set.

The second set went 
with serve until 4-4 when 
Sasnovich attacked with 
some powerful returns to 
break the Latvian.

She then comfortably 
held her own serve to book 
a spot in the final.

“It was a very good 
match and I’m really happy 
to finish in two sets,” Sas-
novich said. “It was very 
close with Anastasija. We 
play at the same level.”



Barcelona's Lionel Messi has a 700 million euro ($843 million) buyout clause.

Mohamed Salah

12 SPORTS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, January 6, 2018 

C
M

Y
K

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Maria Sharapova of Russia returns a shot during her women's singles semifinal match against Katerina 
Siniakova of the Czech Republic in the Shenzhen Open tennis tournament in Shenzhen in southern 
China's Guangdong province on Friday. 

AP/PTI

Indian bowler Hardik Pandya celebrates taking the wicket of South African 
Captain Faf du Plessis on the first day of their first day test between South 
Africa and India at Newlands Stadium, in Cape Town, South Africa on Friday.

AP/PTI

Siniakova tames Sharapova, Messi can quit Barca, if Catalonia leaves Spain

Mohamed Salah named African Player of 2017

Alianza FC lifts 5 
man soccer tourney

India 28/3 after bowling out Proteas for 286 on Day 1

Chandigarh to host sports lit festival

I-League: Lajong, Chennai play out goalless draw

Forget about playing 
India in near future—
Miandad to PCB

Shenzhen, Jan. 5 (Re-
uters): Czech defending 
champion Katerina Sin-
iakova fended off  Maria 
Sharapova in a fiercely 
contested match at the 
Shenzhen Open on Friday 
to set up a final with world 
number one Simona Ha-
lep.

Siniakova fired 27 win-
ners and 10 aces to prevail 
6-2 3-6 6-3 but was made 
to work hard for the win 
after Russian Sharapova 
rediscovered her rhythm 
midway through the con-
test.

After losing the first 
set, Sharapova attacked 
Siniakova’s serve to seal 
an early break in the sec-
ond set.

The five-times grand 
slam champion gave little 
away ater that and lev-
elled the contest at one set 
apiece.

A stinging backhand 
down the line gave Sinia-
kova a decisive break in 
the final set and the sixth 
seed hung on to close out 
the match in just under 
two hours.

Halep beat fellow Ro-
manian Irina-Camelia 

DP-288

Begu 6-1 6-4 in one hour 
29 minutes to claim a sec-
ond career final spot at 
Shenzhen.

The top seed broke 
Begu early in the contest 
to race into a 4-1 lead. 
Begu sent a forehand wide 
in a see-sawing sixth game 
as Halep broke again and 
took the first set on serve.

Four th seed Begu, 
seeking a first win over 
Halep at her sixth attempt, 
fought back to lead 3-2 in 
the second set but Halep 
eventually subdued the 
comeback attempt to seal 
victory.

” I t  w a s  a  t o u g h 
match,“ Halep said in 
a courtside interview. 
”I know she is a strong 
player and in the second 
set you could see she was 
improving her game so it 
was a tougher battle.

“I think I was strong 
enough to stay there and 
hit the ball stronger in the 
end because the energy 
(from Begu) was falling 
a little bit. I came back, I 
served pretty well in the 
last game and I‘m pretty 
proud of  my victory to-
day, it was a tough one.”

Karachi, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
Pakistan's former captain 
and coach Javed Miandad 
has called on his country's 
c r i c k e t 
b o a r d 
to forget 
a b o u t 
p l a y i n g 
India in 
the near 
future and 
i n s t e a d 
focus on 
i m p r ov -
i n g  t h e 
game's structure in the 
country.

"They don't want to 
play with us so be it. Our 
cricket will not die if  we 
don't play with India. We 
should move on and forget 
about them," Miandad told 
the media at a function in 
Karachi.

The veteran of 124 Tests 
said there was no need for 
the PCB to "beg" the BCCI 
for bilateral matches.

"They haven't played 
against us since the last 10 
years, so what? Has our 
cricket gone down? No, 
we have done well. The 
Champions Trophy win is 

an example. Cricket cannot 
die in Pakistan. We have 
also survived without in-
ternational cricket at home 

since 2009," 
he pointed 
out.

India and 
Pakistan have 
not  played 
b i l a t e r a l 
cricket since 
2012 owing 
to political 
tensions be-
t we e n  t h e 

two countries after the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks.

The former captain 
urged the PCB to manage 
its finances better.

"Today the PCB is fi-
nancially stable but there is 
a need for proper account-
ability of where the money 
that comes from the ICC 
is spent.

"There is a need to re-
duce the administrative ex-
penses of the board and get 
rid this army of  advisors, 
consultants and employees. 
The PCB can easily func-
tion without paying such 
heavy salaries to an over-
sized staff," he said.

Barcelona, Jan. 5 (AFP): Lionel Messi 
has ensured he could become a free agent 
if  Barcelona no longer plays in a major 
European league as a result of  Catalan 
independence, Spanish media wrote on 
Friday.

According to a report in Madrid daily 
El Mundo, the contract Messi signed last 
November includes a clause that he must 
remain a Barcelona player only as long as 
the club is playing in "a top-level European 
league." A source at Barcelona told AFP 
that "for reasons of  confidentiality the club 
never comments on contractual relations 
with players."

Catalonian nationalists proclaimed in-
dependence from Spain after a referendum 
on October 1, precipitating a crisis which 
is still unresolved.

The Spanish civil and football au-
thorities have said repeatedly that Catalan 
secession would end the participation of  
the region's clubs in the Spanish League.

If  Catalonia becomes independent and 
Barcelona are booted out of  La Liga and 
cannot persuade another major league 
(France, Italy, Germany or England) to 
give them a home, Messi could leave 
without having to pay his 700 million 
euro ($843 million) buyout clause, said 
El Mundo.

The newspaper said that leaving La 
Liga would have the same impact on the 
rest of  the Barcelona squad, whether they 
have specific clauses or not, because it 
would represent a substantial change to 
the circumstances under which they signed 
their contracts.

Accra (Ghana), Jan. 5 
(IANS): Egypt and Liver-
pool star Mohamed Salah 
has been named 2017 
Confederation of  African 
Football's (CAF) African 
Player of  the Year.

The 25-year-old has 
scored 23 goals in 29 
fixtures for the English 
football giants since join-
ing the club from A.S. 
Roma. He also helped 
his national team finish 
second at the 2017 Africa 
Cup of  Nations -- scoring 
goals against Ghana and 
Burkina Faso. 

The Egyptian, who 
won the award for the first 
time ever on Thursday, de-
feated his Liverpool team-
mate Sadio Mane, who 
finished second. Borussia 
Dortmund star Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang 
finished third.

Mane also sidelined 
rumours that suggest he 
doesn't gets well along 
wi th  Salah and sa id: 

"Where do you get these 
rumours from?"

"Did you see the as-
sist I gave him in our last 
game (against Leicester at 
Anfield)," the Senegalese 
told The Guardian. 

"Mo and me are very, 
very good friends. He is 
maybe my best friend in 
Liverpool even though I 
am cool with everyone," 
Mane added. 

Other awards given 
by the CAF saw Nige-
rian Asisat Oshoala being 

awarded the Female foot-
baller of  the year, Egypt 
named the National team 
of  the year, South Africa 
grabbing the Women's 
national team of  the year, 
and Zambian Patson Daka 
given the Young African 
footballer of  the year. 

Some other recogni-
tions by the CAF includ-
ed Egypt's Héctor Cúper 
awarded the coach of  the 
year and Wydad Athletic 
Club named the club of  
the year.

Dimapur, Jan. 5 (EMN): The 1st 5 man 
soccer tournament organised by Silver 
Club Tuophema under the theme ''No 
Racism'' was held on Jan. 5 at Botsa Vil-
lage local ground with the participation of  
nine teams  from around EAC Hq. Botsa 
circle. Alianza FC from Botsa village beat 
team Ziekie Tuophema Bawe to lift the 
trophy and walk home richer with INR 
10, 000 as prize money.

The runner-up team Ziekiezou FC of  
Tuophema received INR 5,000. Asa Seyie 
of  Foster FC Tuophema village was voted 
as fans favorite player.

Cape Town, Jan. 5 (IANS): In-
dia lost three wickets for 28 runs 
in their first innings after bowling 
out South Africa for 286 on the 
opening day of  their first cricket 
Test here on Friday.

Murali Vijay (1), Shikhar 
Dhawan (16) and Captain Virat 
Kohli (5) all lost their wickets 
within 11 overs of  play of  the 
Indian innings.

Earlier, AB de Villiers (65) 
and skipper Faf  du Plessis (62) 
helped South Africa recover from 
an early disaster, caused by seam-
er Bhuvneshwar Kumar (4/87).

Shillong, Jan. 5 (PTI): 
Shillong Lajong and Chen-
nai City FC played out a 
goalless draw in a Hero 
I-League match at the JN 
Stadium, here today.

It was Lajong who had 
the upper hand in both the 
halves with some dominat-
ing football but failed to 
find the back of  the net.

L a j o n g  m a d e  t wo 
changes in their starting 
line-up as Alen Deory re-
placed captain Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia and Kenstar 
Kharsong was handed his 
I-League debut in place 
of  experienced defender 
Juho Oh.

It was the home side 
who were dominating 
straight from the kick-off  
as they enjoyed most of  

the ball possession.
Ivory Coast striker Ab-

doulaye Koffi had the first 
chance of  the game in the 
third minute mark when 
Alen's through ball fell at 
his feet and he launched 
his shot, but the ball went 
straight into the hands of  
the Chennai City keeper.

Four minutes later Kof-
fi was again in the thick of  
things as Redeem's cross 
from the left found him, 
but the striker failed to 
connect well. The inclu-
sion of  Alen seemed to 
be the right move for the 
Reds as the striker was 
finding the majority of  the 
ball on the right flank and 
was allowed to make his 
blistering runs.

The hosts were enjoy-

ing the majority of  the 
possession in the attack-
ing half  and were creating 
chances from set pieces but 
none of  the efforts were 
threatening enough.

Hardy soon went for a 
long ranger on his own but 
the ball fell straight into 
the keeper's hands. La-
jong had some follow up 
corners, but the Chennai 
defence was strong enough 
to clear out the danger.

Laurence then received 
a yellow card and went 
into the referee's book for 
a foul on Joachim.

Lajong started the sec-
ond half  right where they 
left off.

Substitute Samuel Lal-
muanpuia shot one from 
distance but his shot went 

over the post without cre-
ating any trouble for the 
Chennai keeper.

Koffi then dribbled 
past three Chennai de-
fenders but failed to keep 
his shot on target.

Chennai too had a few 
opportunities in the hosts' 
box but they didn't man-
age to test Lajong's keeper 
Phurba who rarely had to 
make a save.

In the 78th minute La-
jong had their best chance 
of  the half. Aiman's cross 
from the left was intended 
for Koffi, but the forward 
failed to connect and the 
goalkeeper had to come 
up with a brilliant save to 
keep Lajong off  scoring.

Seconds later it was 
Alen Deory who had a 

brilliant chance to open 
the scoring, but the for-
ward's venomous shot hit 
the bar. The hosts went on 
an attacking spree looking 
for a goal in the dying min-
utes of  the game but all 
their attacks were cleared 
away by the visitors.

In the second minute 
of  four additional min-
utes Lajong had their last 
chance to secure three 
points at home. Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia's perfect 
freekick from thirty yards 
fell straight into the heads 
of  Koffi, but the striker's 
header went wide of  the 
post.

Lajong will now host 
AIFF developmental side 
Indian Arrows January 8 
here.

Chandigarh, Jan. 5 (IANS): Play Write 
2018, India's first of  its kind sports 
literature festival, will be held here on 
March 17-18, its organisers announced 
on Friday. The litfest will bring together 
sports personalities who have either writ-
ten books or have been the subject of  one 
or more books themselves, said event 
organiser Vibrant Networking Forum, a 
group of  CEOs, professionals and change 
makers.

The event proposes to rope in well-
known personalities from the playing 
fields of  cricket, football, tennis, hockey, 
badminton, golf, kabaddi, squash, shoot-
ing, wrestling and athletics to name a few.

A glittering array of  sports person-

alities, including P.T. Usha, Jeev Milkha 
Singh, Kapil Dev, Ric Charlesworth, 
Mahesh Bhupati, Pankaj Advani, Yuvraj 
Singh and Bhaichung Bhutia, have been 
invited to speak at Play Write 2018.

Similar festivals have been held at 
London and Melbourne.

Chandigarh is the ideal venue for 
Play Write 2018 as it is the city where the 
World Cup Cricket and Davis Cup Ten-
nis semi-finals have been held, they said.

A number of  sportspersons of  interna-
tional acclaim hail from Chandigarh and 
the region. They include Milkha Singh, 
Kapil Dev, Abhinav Bindra, Sardara 
Singh, Sakshi Malik, Yuvraj Singh and 
Harmanpreet Kaur.


