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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
I'm going out of station to 

unfriend some people!  
I'll return when the  

network is back.

It's easier to resist  
at the beginning  
than at the end. 

~Leonardo da Vinci
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Mahima Chaudhry  interacting with media persons during the Nagaland Red Carpet Social Awards event 
held at IMC Hall, Dimapur on Thursday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 06°
Agartala 24° 10°
Gangtok 16° 01°
Guwahati 23° 10°
Imphal 20° 06°

Itanagar 20° 07°
Shillong 16° 03°
Delhi 20° 07°
Kolkata 24° 10°
Chennai 30° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 4°
DIMAPUR 23.4° 12.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 91%
DIMAPUR 3mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Aadhaar details for INR 500? Misuse 
perhaps but no data breach, says UIDAI

Rengma Hoho suspends bandh

Sumi and Sangtam 
students call for restraint

NDPP decides to pass mantle to Jamir

Assam police registers FIR against Mamata for NRC remarks, TMC

Efforts on to connect NE capitals 
with tracks by 2020 — Minister
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New Delhi, Jan. 4 (PTI): 
Efforts are on to con-
nect all state capitals in 
the Northeast with dou-
ble track railway lines by 
2020, the Minister for De-
velopment of  North East-
ern Region (DoNER), 
Jitendra Singh, told the 
Rajya Sabha today.

Replying to questions, 
he said the government 
was seeking to develop 
the northeastern states 
by creating infrastructure 
and entrepreneurship fa-
cilities in the region.

Singh said rail con-
nectivity between Aizawl 
and Imphal would be in 
place by 2020 when a 
double gauge track would 
be laid.

He, however, said 
work on setting up a rail-
way station in Shillong 
had been stalled because 
of  local protests and ex-
pressed the hope the issue 
would be resolved soon.

"In the next one year, 
we will have a double 
gauge rail track in all the 
states except, perhaps, 
Sikkim, because of  topo-
graphic reasons... All 
state capitals in the north-
east will be connected 
with double track railway 
lines," he said.

Work on the double 
track in Imphal had start-
ed and would be complete 
by 2019, he said.

"A total sum of  Rs 
5,606 crore has been ear-

marked for it along with 
15 new rail lines and six 
double track projects," he 
told members in the Up-
per House.

Singh said Guwahati, 
Itanagar and Agartala al-
ready had double tracks, 
while Imphal would be 
double-tracked by next 
year.

Imphal and Aizawl 
would be connected by 
2020, he said.

The minister also said 
the government was giv-
ing a boost to the indus-
trial sector in the region.

Singh told the House 
the earlier government's 
North East Industrial Pro-
motion Policy was not be-
ing discontinued.

"There was some 
thinking going on. We en-
gaged ourselves with the 
Ministry of  Commerce. 
We had some constraints 
of  financial resources but 
it is continuing," he said.

He also said in order 
to promote entrepreneur-
ship, the NDA Govern-
ment had brought in a 
Startup India programme 
which was "unique" be-
cause it had a provision 
for a tax holiday, among 
other features.

"The Ministry of  DoN-
ER has added one more 
feature -- that of  a venture 
capital fund, which means 
any youngster who wishes 
to try his fortune in the 
Northeast and set up an 

entrepreneurship there 
would be given a fund for 
which we have already 
deposited Rs 1,000 crore 
with the NEDFi, which 
is the banking authority 
there," he said.

The minister pointed 
out out that though Shil-
long was the original capi-
tal of  erstwhile Assam, 
it was still to have a full-
fledged airport.

He disclosed that 
the government had ear-
marked Rs 5,500 crore for 
roads in the entire region, 
including Mizoram.

On the creation of  air-
ports, he said the govern-
ment had already started 
the process of  acquiring 
land in Itanagar.

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
The indefinite bandh that 
was launched by Rengma 
tribe organisations on 
Jan3. in Tseminyu sub-di-
vision area of  Kohima dis-
trict was suspended today 
by the Rengma Hoho on 
humanitarian grounds.

"Taking into consid-
eration the hardships 
caused to the general 
public owing to the bandh 
called by the Rengma 
Hoho and its fron-
tal organisations w.e.f. 
02.01.18 along NH-2, 
the meeting resolved to 
temporarily suspend the 
bandh with immediate ef-
fect until further notice to 
enable temporarily relief  
to the general public on 
humanitarian grounds," 
stated the press release of  
the Rengma Hoho.

It however stated that 
the suspension was not 
to be considered as if  the 
Rengmas have 'softened 
its demand for Tseminyu 
district ' and cautioned the 

government that the 'fight 
for Rengma district' will 
continue till achieved. 

The press release 
stated that the decision 
was arrived at after the 
Rengma Hoho conducted 
a meeting with Rengma 
leaders on Thursday at 
Dimapur. 
Wozhuro of Wokha 
backs Rengmas

Wozhuro Range Public 
Organization (WRPO) on 
Thursday came in support 
of  the district demand of  
its neighbouring Rengma 
Nagas. 

"On behalf  of  six 
neighbouring villages 
of  Wokha district, the 
Wozhuro Range Public 
Organization (WRPO) 
being an immediate neigh-
bouring range, would like 
to convey through the me-
dia, our unanimous deci-
sion of  our unflinching 
support and stands in soli-
darity with the Rengma 
Naga tribe to their long 

pending demand at this 
hour of  their peaceful 
and democratic approach 
for district hood," stated 
the statement from the 
WRPO.

It stressed that the state 
government has to realise 
the need of  the Rengma 
tribe that had been 'ne-
glected for long' although 
it was the 5th administra-
tive headquarter in the 
then Naga Hills having 
completed 65 years.

"Further  the Rengma 
territory borders Wokha, 
Phek, Kohima, Zunhe-
boto, and Bokajan (As-
sam), where there is a 
huge potential for growth 
and developmental activi-
ties," it added.

The WRPO insisted  
that the state govern-
ment need to 'retrospect' 
and consider the 'genu-
ine demand' without any 
delay so that 'balanced 
growth and development' 
is brought about for the 
Rengma Naga. 

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): A day after com-
munal tensions gripped Kiphire district with 
the district administration promulgating 
prohibitive orders, the Dimapur- Kohima 
Sangtam Students' Union (DKSSU) and 
Western Sumi Students' Union (WSSU) 
on Thursday made a joint appeal to their 
communities especially of Kiphire district 
to 'settle the matter at the earliest through 
open dialogue '.

The joint statement was appended by 
President WSSU Nito Achumi and Presi-
dent DKSSU Mongli Sangtam. 

"We the officials of Dimapur- Kohima 
Sangtam Students' Union (DKSSU) and 
Western Sumi Students" Union (WSSU) 
held a joint meeting on 4th January 2018 at 

Dimapur and resolved to appeal the people 
of Sangtam and Sumi of Kiphire District 
in particular and within Nagaland state in 
general to settle the matter at the earliest 
through open dialogue to promote brother-
hood among the two tribes within and out-
side the district," the joint statement read.

The students union of the two tribes 
also appealed all to refrain from 'misusing 
the social-media as well as creating propa-
ganda without knowing/observing the re-
ality'.

With the impending examinations for 
the student community, it also appealed to 
all citizens and the civil society to initiate 
peace missions to resolve the problem at 
the earliest. 

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Unique Identification Author-
ity of  India (UIDAI) on Thurs-
day said its search facility for 
grievance redressal may have 
been misused but denied any 
breach or leak of  Aadhaar data 
after a newspaper reported it 
bought unrestricted access to 
details of  over one billion Aad-
haar numbers -- for just Rs 500 
and in 10 minutes.

The authority that collects 
and maintains biometric and 
other details for the unique ID 
holders called The Tribune re-
port "a case of  misreporting". 
But the newspaper stood by its 
story, saying the UIDAI claim-
ing no breach of  Aadhaar data 
"flies in the face of  that".

"UIDAI assures that there 
has not been any Aadhaar data 
breach... The Aadhaar data in-
cluding biometric information 
is fully safe and secure," an 
UIDAI statement said, adding 
that the data was secure with a 
"robust uncompromised secu-
rity".

The authority said it had 
given search facility for the 
purpose of  grievance redressal 
to designated personnel and 
state government officials to 
help residents. The search fa-
cility, the statement said, "gives 

only limited access to name 
and other details and has no 
access to biometric details.

"The reported case appears 
to be instance of  misuse of  the 
grievance redressal search facil-
ity. As UIDAI maintains com-
plete log and traceability of  the 
facility, the legal action includ-
ing lodging of  FIR against the 
persons involved in the instant 
case is being done."

The Tribune report, widely 
shared on social media, claimed 
that it took just Rs 500 and 10 
minutes for the newspaper to 
get access through an "agent" 

to every detail of  any individ-
ual submitted to the UIDAI 
including name, address, post-
al code (PIN), photo, phone 
number and email.

The newspaper said it paid 
another Rs 300, for which the 
"agent" provided a software 
to facilitate the printing of  the 
Aadhaar card after entering the 
Aadhaar number of  any indi-
vidual.

In its point-by-point re-
sponse to UIDAI's denial, the 
newspaper said UIDAI's admis-
sion that the search facility on 
its website had been "misused" 

did not change the fact that the 
theft had taken taken place.

"Aadhaar data has been 
accessed by unauthorised peo-
ple. The fact is that it has been 
misused to steal data - personal 
information such as name, date 
of  birth, address, PIN, photo, 
phone number, e-mail - at will, 
for any Aadhaar number."

The UIDAI said an Aad-
haar number was not a se-
cret number and needed to be 
shared with authorised agen-
cies to avail certain service or 
benefit of  government welfare 
schemes or other services and 
the proper use of  Aadhaar 
number posed no security and 
financial threat as for a suc-
cessful authentication finger-
print or iris of  individual was 
required.

The newspaper said what it 
found in its investigation was 
that unauthorised persons have 
gained access to people's per-
sonal information. "The Trib-
une correspondent was also 
able to enter biometric data of  
specific individuals who were 
available at hand - at an un-
authorised location - to print 
out Aadhaar cards. That is a 
partial breach of  the biometric 
data too, even if  biometric data 
was not downloaded."

Guwahati/Kolkata, Jan. 4 
(PTI): The Assam Police today 
registered an FIR against West 
Bengal Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on complaints over 
her allegation that the Centre 
was conspiring to drive Benga-
lis out of  Assam with the state's 
National Register of  Citizens 
(NRC) that is being updated.

The police FIR sparked an 
angry response from the Trina-
mool Congress(TMC) which 
said such an action would not 
stop her from fighting for the 
cause of  the Bengalis while the 
BJP accused Banerjee of  try-
ing to make an "issue out of  an 
non-issue" for reaping political 
dividends.

The BJP government in 
Assam condemned Banerjee's 
statement, saying it was "de-
rogatory, insulting to the people 
of  Assam and against the Con-
stitution as well as the spirit of  
the Supreme Court."

Numerous groups staged 
protests across Assam con-
demning the statement by the 

TMC chief. At several places, 
including in Tinsukia and 
Biswanath, Banerjee's effigies 
were burnt.

At a meeting in Ahmedpur 
in West Bengal yesterday, Ban-
erjee accused the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre of  "hatch-
ing a conspiracy" to drive out 
Bengalis from Assam by "ex-
cluding" their names from the 
first draft of  the NRC, which 
was published on the midnight 
of  December 31.

"I warn the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre not to play 
with fire... This is a conspir-
acy of  the Centre to drive out 
around 1.80 crore people from 
the state," she had said. The 
NRC of  1951 is being updated 
in Assam under the supervision 
of  the Supreme Court to iden-
tify original residents of  the 
state in order to check illegal 
migration.

Deputy Commissioner 
(Central) of  Guwahati Po-
lice Ranjan Bhuyan told PTI, 
"Latasil police station received 

a complaint regarding an al-
leged speech of  the West Ben-
gal chief  minister.

We have registered the com-
plaint and will carry out the in-
vestigation as per law." 

The complaint was filed by 
Gauhati High Court advocate 
Tailendra Nath Das and the 
police have registered an FIR 
under Section 153(A) of  the In-
dian Penal Code, he added.

The section pertains to pro-
moting enmity among groups 
on grounds of  religion, race, 
place of  birth, residence, lan-
guage and doing acts preju-
dicial to maintenance of  har-
mony.

Das also accused Banerjee 
of  contempt of  the apex court 
as the update of  the NRC is be-
ing done under the direct the 
supervision of  the Supreme 
Court.

A similar complaint was 
filed by another person and it 
would be merged with the reg-
istered FIR, the police said.

Yet another complaint was 

filed at the Dispur police sta-
tion in the city by Krishak 
Shramik Unnayan Parishad 
President Pradeep Kalita alleg-
ing that the chief  minister was 
spreading enmity between peo-
ple through her speech.

"We have received the com-
plaint at Dispur, but have not 
registered a case as yet...The 
police are looking into the mat-
ter before registering a case 
as the place of  occurrence is 
outside the state," said Deputy 
Commissioner(East) of  Guwa-
hati Police Mohneesh Mishra.

Assam government spokes-
person and cabinet minister 
Chandra Mohan Patowary 
termed her speech against the 
NRC update as "politically mo-
tivated" and made to "appease 
her vote bank".

"We condemn the state-
ment of  Mamata Banerjee. It 
is derogatory and insulting to 
people of  Assam. It is against 
the Constitution and the spirit 
of  the Supreme Court," Pato-
wary told a press conference in 

Guwahati.
Responding to Banerjee's 

allegation of  a conspiracy to 
drive Bengali speaking people 
out of  Assam, Patowary asked 
her to submit evidence to the 
Supreme Court.

TMC secretary general 
Partha Chatterjee said if  the 
BJP and Assam government 
think that they can stop the 
party and Banerjee from fight-
ing for the cause of  Muslims 
then they are living in a "fool's 
paradise".

"Such police cases and FIRs 
won't be able to stop Mamata 
Banerjee and TMC from fight-
ing for the cause of  Bengalis. 
We have seen such tactics to 
drive out Bengalis from Assam. 
If  the Bengalis are in danger 
then Mamata Banerjee and 
TMC won't sit idle," said Chat-
terjee, who is also the state par-
liamentary affairs minister.

The West Bengal BJP unit 
slammed Banerjee for her state-
ment.

"The allegations made by 

the chief  minister are complete-
ly baseless. Nothing of  that sort 
is being done.

Such allegations are made 
just to get political dividends 
out of  it," its president Dilip 
Ghosh said.

The TMC is trying to make 
an issue out of  a non-issue, just 
like they had done in the case 
of  demonetisation and GST, 
Ghosh said.

Assam BJP unit urged the 
NRC authorities to file a com-
plaint in the Supreme Court 
against Banerjee for her com-
ments.

Another senior state BJP 
leader, who did not want to be 
identified, said that Banerjee 
instead of  making a hue and 
cry should take lessons from 
Assam.

"We very well know that 
West Bengal has turned into 
a safe haven for Jihadis under 
TMC regime. So instead of  
shouting over the NRC, the 
TMC should take lessons from 
it," the BJP leader said.

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN):  The 
newly registered Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party(NDPP) on 
January 4 clarified that the earlier 
news report of  its working president 
Alemtemshi Jamir being poised as 
its chief  ministerial candidate was 
not yet an official decision of  the 
party but however it decided today  
to formally ask him to take up the 
mantle. 

"The CEB of  the Nationalist 

Democratic Progressive Party at its 
sitting on the 4th of  January 2018 re-
viewed the news item that had been 
spread over the social media and the 
Press about Shri Alemtemshi Jamir, 
Working President, being the Chief  
Ministerial Candidate of  the Party. 
It was clarified that the news was not 
an official news item of  the NDPP 
Party," stated the press release. 

The party however decided at 
today's meeting that Jamir will be 

asked to take up the responsibil-
ity since the former chief  minister 
Neiphiu Rio had dissociated from 
the party. 

"The matter of  leading and co-
ordinating the matters of  the Party, 
after Shri Neiphiu Rio had disas-
sociated from the NDPP, had been 
placed before the CEB and it was 
decided that Shri Alemtemshi would 
be asked to take up this responsibil-
ity in the party," it added. 

Red carpet moment
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NDLK to hold convention 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

State Home minitser Kuzholuzo  Nienu speaking at the 59th General Session of Phek Students’ Union cum cultural competition on December 29 
at Phek Village Local Ground.

Tohanba along with village elders at the inauguration of Losolo village, some 40 kms from Shamator town, 
on January 4.

Dr. Ruopfiiselhou Kehie speaking at the 42nd general conference of KSU on January 4.

Rongmei cultural troupe presenting folk dance on the occasion of Gann-Ngai festival held at Zeliangrong village. The festival was celebrated from December 31 to January 4.

Nienu stresses on time management Tohanba inaugurates new village 

KSU holds general conference

Rongmei community celebrates Gaan Ngai 

AR confiscate illicit liquor Hundreds join BJP in Tripura district

Northeast will become favourite 
destination of youth   — Jitendra Singh

BJP holds consultative meet

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
S t a t e  h o m e  m i n i s t e r 
Kuzholozu Nienu has 

urged the students com-
munity to make wise use 
of  time in order to achieve 

success in life.
Nienu stated this while 

addressing the 59th gen-

eral session of  Phek Stu-
dents’ Union (PSU) cum 
cultural competition on the 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.6 7.2 7.6 68 4.4

ZBT 9.6 3.8 8 92 10.4

MON 18 9 11.9 85 NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 12 11.3 77 2.03

MKG 17.2 11.2 12.1 80 NIL

PHEK 14 5.2 7.2 95 2.2

KIPHIRE 17 4 10 92 2

LONGLENG 18 5 10 91 NIL

TSEMINYU 19.6 9 9.7 76 9.4

JALUKIE 16 4 13 87 2

MANGKOLEMBA 22 13.6 15.1 83 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

theme “Education for cul-
tural” held on December 
29 and 30 at Phek village 
local ground as the guest 
speaker.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nienu has stressed 
on the importance of  time 
management in order to 
achieve success in life. He 
has also congratulated the 
students who have come 
out with flying colours in 
their academic career and 
called upon them to excel 
and catch up with the rest 
of  the world.

He also called upon the 
students’ community to 
maintain good behaviour 
and good attitude while 
pursuing education. Em-
phasising that only truth 
would prevail, he called 
upon them to take upon the 
Christian virtues in all their 
endeavours.

Nukutulu Rhakho, un-
der secretary of  Women 
Resource Department, was 
the speaker at the inaugural 
session.

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
Security forces in Mon 
have confiscated illegal 
liquor from several per-
sons. The Assam Rifles 
issued a press release on 
Thur. informed that three 
persons have been detained 
in connection with the con-
traband.  

The Tizit battalion of  
the Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of  the IGAR (north) 
headquarters established 
a mobile check post with 
a police representative in 
Tizit on Jan. 3, the press 
release informed. 

‘During the operation 
three individuals along 

with a Maruti Gypsy bear-
ing registration number NL 
04C 1010 carrying illegal, 
liquor worth 31,000 were 
apprehended,’ the security 
force informed. 

The apprehended per-
sons were identified in the 
press release as one Many-
ing Konyak, a resident of  
Totak Chingkhu; Yangmei 
Konyak, a resident of Chen-
loiso; Afo Konyak, resident 
of  Totak Chingnyu; all of  
them from Mon district.  

The apprehended per-
sons and the contraband 
were handed over to Tizit 
police station, the updates 
informed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): Nerhema Dieliekevi Liethomia 
Krotho (NDLK) has announced to hold Krodi Kehou 
convention on January 7 at 10:30 a.m. at Tekhuzie, Ner-
hema. Rev. Dr. Tseibu Rutsa, president NDLK, would 
speak on the topic- “Ebenezer- Thus far the Lord has 
helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12). The organisers informed that 
transportation from Kohima town would be provided for 
those willing to attend the programme. All church workers 
especially womenfolk married to other villages are invited 
to attend the programme.

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
Advisor of  Labour & Em-
ployment, Skill Develop-
ment & Entrepreneurship, 
R Tohanba, on January 4 
inaugurated a new village 
and two village gates un-
der Shamator sub-division 
in Tuensang district.

Inaugurating the new 
government recognised 
Loso lo  v i l l age,  some 
40 odd kilometres from 
Shamator town, the Advi-
sor said the establishment 
and recognition of  a new 
village has significant im-
pact on the lives of  villag-
ers, especially in remote 
areas.

With the recognition 
of  Losolo village, Tohanba 
said the village can gradu-
ally avail all infrastructure 
and facilities provided by 

the government including 
schools and other basic 
amenities. He stated that 
establishment of  new vil-
lages is not a modern phe-
nomenon as Nagas have 
been establishing villages 
since time immemorial for 
various reasons. 

Tohanba,  however, 
said establishing a new vil-
lage in the present context 
entails a lot of  formalities 
including no objection cer-
tificates from neighbouring 
villages and government 
procedures.

Tohanba further re-
minded that for speedy 
development and progress 
of  the new village, the 
villagers should not only 
cooperate with each other 
and work collectively but 
also maintain peaceful and 

harmonious relations with 
neighbouring villages.

EAC Shamator, Lima-
khumla Pongener, on be-
half  of  the district admin-
istration, congratulated 
Losolo villagers for getting 
government recognition 
of  the new village. The 
EAC also sought the co-
operation of  the villagers 
in implementing welfare 
schemes and other admin-
istrative functions of  the 
government.

Host of  GBs, elders 
and representatives from 
neighbouring villages in-
cluding Shiponger village, 
Chessore village, Kiut-
sukiur village, Y Aunru 
village, and president of  
Yimchungrü Tribal Coun-
cil (YTC), K Keozih, also 
spoke on the occasion.

Kohima, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
The Kiruphema Students’ 
Union (KSU) held its 
42nd general conference at 
Peducha Village Council 
Hall, Kiruphe Peducha, on 
January 4.

Speaking on the occa-
sion as the conference speak-
er, Dr. Ruopfiiselhou Kehie, 
Assistant Chief  Technical 
Officer (Plant Protection) 
of  Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Mokokchung, stressed on 
the need to protect and pro-

mote the rich culture and 
tradition of the Nagas.

He called upon the stu-
dents to make the best use 
of  social networking plat-
form, while cautioning that 
random use of  social me-
dia have potential to cause 
harm instead of  bringing 
positive impact. He further 
challenged the students to 
give due attention in their 
areas of interest and at the 
same time take a bold step 
to face any competitive ex-

aminations. 
Rokovikho Hesielie, as-

sociate professor of Kohima 
Science College Jotsoma, 
also spoke at the valedictory 
service. Kevichatha Suo-
humvii, president Service 
Association Kiruphema 
also exhorted the gather-
ing.

Meanwhile, KSU has 
elected its new team of of-
fice bearers for the tenure 
2018-2020 with Vikosato 
Visienyii as president.

Dimapur, Jan.4 (EMN): The 
post-harvest festival of  the 
Rongmei community Gaan-
Ngai was celebrated at Zelian-
grong village in Dimapur “with 
cultural gusto and religious 
fervor.” Updates on January 4 
informed that the five days long 
festival started from December 
31 to January 4.

‘Offering of  holy wine to 
Tingkao Ragwang, shouting 
of hoi, extraction of sacred fire, 
lighting of festival torch, pres-
entation of  traditional dances 
and songs were the main high-
lights of  the celebration. Dur-
ing the festival, prayer were 
offered to Tingkao Ragwang 
for peace and prosperity after 
harvesting crops,’ the updates 
unformed.

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
State president of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Visaso-
lie Lhoungu, has convened 
a joint meeting consultation 
with BJP legislators, senior 
members and members at 
Dimapur on January 4.

The meeting was a 
grand success as the mem-
bers present expressed their 
minds to achieve a complete 
reconciliation and strength-
en the party. Various issues 

pertaining to the organisa-
tion and the current state 
political developments were 
deliberated in threadbare 
manner for four hours.

The State BJP unit has 
appreciated the appoint-
ment of the Union Minister 
of  State for Home Affairs, 
Kiren Rijiju, as the BJP 
election in-charge for Naga-
land. It may be mentioned 
that Kiren Rijiju is a lawyer 
and an iconic politician 

from the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh who is also referred 
to as the “Voice of  North 
East India.” 

While appreciating the 
stakeholders and Govern-
ment of India on the signifi-
cant progress made in the 
negotiation for the final set-
tlement of the Naga politi-
cal issue, the party also reit-
erated its stand for an early 
solution to the protracted 
Naga political issue.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (Agencies): With 
the Union Government initiatives 
like UDAN-Regional Connectivity 
Scheme and rail connectivity, the day 
is not far when the North Eastern 
region will become the favourite 
destination for the young, Union 
Minister of  State for Development 
of  North-eastern Region (DONER) 
Jitendra Singh told the Rajya Sabha 
on January 4.

“With the government’s Start-up, 
Stand-up policies and venture fund-
ing for which a corpus of  INR 1000 
crore had been set aside with North 
Eastern Development Finance Cor-
poration Limited (NEDFI), the day 
is not far when NE will become a 
favourite destination for the youth,’’ 
he said during Question Hour.

Replying to questions on the con-
nectivity of  state capitals in the north-
east, the minister said the government 
had taken several initiatives for basic 
infrastructure development and pro-
viding road, rail, water, telecom and 

air connectivity in the North-Eastern 
region. 

A green-field airport had been 
constructed in Pakyong in Sikkim, 
suitable for operation of  ATR-72 type 
of  aircraft. The Airports Authority of  
India had developed the Tezu airport 
in Arunachal Pradesh. There is a 
proposal to construct a new airport 
in Arunachal Pradesh for which the 
state government had been requested 
details of  land acquisition and cost 
involved. The minister said that the 
ministry had provided funds to AAI 
through RCS for upgradation of  
facilities in the airports and for meet-
ing the viability gap to incentivize air 
operations. 

Singh said work was on to meet 
the target of  connecting all north-
eastern state capitals with rail links 
by 2022. While earlier only Guwahati 
was on broad gauge, Agartala had 
been recently connected with broad 
gauge railway. Broad gauge network 
had also reached Mizoram and Ma-

nipur in 2016-17 and works on pro-
viding board gauge to locations near 
Imphal and Aizawal were at different 
stages of  execution. 

Work on providing broad gauge 
connectivity to Kohima had also 
been taken up. Work up to Rangpo, 
40 kms short of  Gangtok, had been 
sanctioned. Itanagar had been pro-
vided with broad gauge connectiv-
ity by commissioning new line from 
Harmuti to Naharlagun. 

He said rail link to Shillong had 
been sanctioned but work has been 
stalled due to local issues. To a query 
on whether the NE Industrial Pro-
motion Policy had been suspended, 
he said it was still on, restrictions of  
finance. However, when the minister 
attempted to elaborate further, chair-
man M Venkaiah Naidu asked him to 
send details to the member who had 
raised the query.

“The Ministers need not react 
to every observation made by mem-
bers,’’ he observed.

Ambassa, Jan. 4 (Agen-
cies): At least 100 voters 
from 30 families joined the 
BJP this morning in the re-
mote hamlet in bordering 
sub-division of  Kamalpur 
in the district of  Dhalai.

In the programme, BJP 
Tripura State in-charge 

Sunil Deodhar welcomed 
the new comers into the 
party. In his speech he 
said, “The year 2018 has 
come with a new hope for 
distressed and deprived 
lots of  Tripura. In the next 
assembly poll, a change 
in power is inevitable and 

people will oust the left 
front government from 
power. And then BJP will 
re-inspect a new Tripura, 
the best Tripura.” 

CPI-M member Go-
pendra Das, CPI-M activ-
ists Bilaisingh Debbarma 
and Prabhat Namasudra 

were also among the peo-
ple who joined the saffron 
camp. In the programme, 
f o r m e r  M L A  M a n o j 
Kanti Deb, BJP Mandal 
President Prasanta Sinha, 
District Committee mem-
ber Goutam Biswas were 
present among others.
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Bollywood actress Mahima Choudhry, right, hands an award to one of 
the recipients, Naga actor Zhokhoi Chuzho. 

Chief Judicial Magistrate of Dimapur Ajongba Imchen, and members of the Dimapur District Legal Services 
Authority and jail authori es. 

Nagaland’s ‘unsung heroes’ honoured 
at 1st Nagaland Red Carpet awards 

Legal services group visits jails

Chakhesang students prepare for 70th conclave 

Village ‘khel’commemorates 50th anniversary 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Jan. 4: The Na-
galand Red Carpet Social 
Awards had its maiden 
show at the IMC hall in Di-
mapur to honour nineteen 
citizens from Nagaland for 
their contribution and work 
as individuals which have 
impacted the community in 
various ways.  

Some awkward mo-
ments on stage during the 
ceremony and technical 
glitches notwithstanding, 
the show persisted to con-
tinue with a positive vibe. 
Besides the honourees, the 
event also had a few special 
performances by various 
musical groups and artists.

The highlight for the 
evening though, was promi-
nent Bollywood actress 
Mahima Choudhry who 
came to felicitate the awar-
dees. On a second visit to 
Nagaland, Choudhry said 
that the people of Nagaland 
project “immense positivity, 
love and warmth.”

“I am a big fan of your 
culture and (I hope you) re-
main like this,” the actress 
said while encouraging the 
people to keep honouring 
their “unsung heroes.”

Present as the chief  
guest of the event was the 
deputy commissioner of  
Dimapur Sushil kumar Pa-
tel. In his speech Kumar 
talked about how a hero 
is present within each and 
every person. ‘The need to 
recognise these heroes is 
important and Find Studioz 
has taken the time and ef-
fort to recognise all the “un-
sung heroes,”’ he said.”I 
salute all the heroes and to 
continue their journey and 
inspire everyone.” 

The parliamentary sec-
retary of Tourism C Apok 
Jamir, who in an impromp-

tu visit spoke a few words, 
said that the “unsung he-
roes” makes a society com-
posite and are an example 
and encouragement for the 
rest of the society to follow. 
“(I) hope more unsung he-
roes will be recognised. I 
hope Find Studioz will take 
a step ahead and recognize 
these heroes,” he said.  The 
parliamentary secretary 
pointed out that despite 
the contribution of many 
only the hardworking and 
sincere receive accolades. 
“I am happy they are cel-
ebrated this evening”. 

The awards are the 
brainchild of a movie pro-
ducer based in Mumbai 
Rebecca Changkija Sema, 
also the founder of Find 
Studioz. 
Who they are 
Nineteen personalities were 
awarded the first “Social 
Awards 2018” who were 
hailed as the “unsung he-
roes” of Nagaland for their 
contribution in the field of  
art, sports, entertainment 
and society.    
1. Sangti Konyak: During 

his student days he saved 
pocket money and schol-
arships, initiated a char-
ity and constructed road 
for the people of Tobu 
making the village folks 
life easier connecting to 
the only health centre 
in Tobu. Initiated and 
teamed with a group, to 
open a library for the jail 
inmates and started the 
RTI group in their village.

2. Sifu Zhenito Awomi: 
The All India Great 
grand master . He is a 
22 times Gold Medal-
list and 11th times best 
fighter. He is black belt 
8th Dan. Just recently in 
his honour, privileged to 

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
Members of  the Dimapur 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DDLSA) visited 
the central jail and the dis-
trict jail on January 4. The 
organisers informed in a 
press release on Thur. that 
the visit of  the lawyers was 
part of  the DDLSA’s ‘ac-
tion plan’ for the month of  
January. 

During the visit there 
was an interaction session 
with under trail prisoners, 

the organisers informed. 
‘They were sensitized and 
made aware on rights of  
an accused person. Queries 
were made about their stay 
in the prison and wheth-
er the UTPs (under trial 
prisoners) are facing any 
problems or hardships,’ the 
press release stated. 

Further, a brief  high-
light was given about the 
activities of  the DDLSA 
and that of  the panel law-
yers working under the 

group. The gatherings were 
given updates about how to 
avail free legal services for 
those who fulfil the criteria 
which was made known 
to them, the press release 
stated.

The DDLSA team was 
led by Ajongba Imchen, 
secretary of  the DDLSA, 
also chief  judicial magis-
trate of  Dimapur. Others in 
the group included retainer 
lawyers and panel lawyers, 
it was informed.

Kohima, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
The 70th general confer-
ence of  the Chakhesang 
Students’ Union (CSU) is 
scheduled to be conducted 
from Jan. 16 to the 18th at 
Kiitsapo in Phek district. 
The students issued a press 
release on Thur. informing 
about the event. 

The event is scheduled to 
be conducted with the theme 
‘reorienting issues,’ the press 
release stated. It was also co-
incide with the golden jubi-
lee celebration of the Kiitsa-
po Students’ Union (KSU), 
the updates stated. 

The speakers during 
the three day-long confer-
ence will include member 
of  the Rajya Sabha KG 
Kenye; commandant of  
the 5th NAP at Phek Krodi 
Rhetso; retired director of  
Art & Culture Vevo Sapuh; 
professor at University of  
Hyderabad Dr. Veniisa Ti-
nyi; and former minister 
and former CSU president 
N Theyo, the updates in-
formed.

It is mandatory for all 
the affiliated units and sub-
ordinate bodies to attend 
the conference with a mini-
mum of 20 delegates each, 
the organisation informed. 
There is to be an award for 

Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
A ‘khel’ in Pangti village 
in Wokha district cleber-
ated its 50th years. Updates 
from the DIPR on Thur. in-
formed that ‘Yondon khel’ 
of  Pangti celebrated the 
anniversary with the theme 
‘victory’ at Yondon volley 
ball court on Jan. 1.                                  

During the event a 
plaque marking the event 
was unveiled by the old-
est person from Yondon 
khel called Chenio Odyuo. 
Attending the event were 
church elders from various 
denominations as well, the 
updates informed.  

‘The first matriculate 
and graduate from the 
khel, Chenio Shitiri’s 
exhortation speech was 
read out by Mhonbemo 
Shitiri that our forefa-
thers were warriors but 
they lived together in 
peace through love, shar-
ing, without disharmo-
ny and were brave,’ the 
DIPR report stated. 

‘He said that 1st New 
Year fellowship was held in 
1965 and thereafter in vari-
ous fields blessing started 
pouring in abundance. He 
exhorted the people to for-
give, forget and bury the 
past and start living togeth-
er as one to bring progress 
in all aspects.’ 

The main speaker of  
the event was informed to 
be one P Oren Ngullie who 
was stated to have spoken 
on the theme “victory.” He 
said that fearing God ‘with 
faith and trust will win vic-
tory in all walks of  life.’

‘The first weapon for 
success for children is effec-
tive prayer by the parents,’ 
the updates quoted him as 
having said. The speaker 
called upon the gathering 
to work hard to achieve 
their goals in life.

The pastor of  Pangti 
Baptist Church N Manglio 
Ngullie said the invocation. 
He released also the event’s 
50th year commemorative 

souvenir, the updates in-
formed. 

The event was fea-
tured musical items, the 

DIPR report stated. A 
musical performance was 
presented. 

Convenor of  the 

group’s steering committee 
and the chairman of  the 
‘khel’ Nrisao Shitiri deliv-
ered the welcome speech. 

Host the All India Kung 
Fu Championship in 
Nagaland.

3. NK Keny: She has won 
the double distinction of  
being the Best Para Legal 
Volunteer among all the 
States and Union Ter-
ritories of India and the 
Best Para Legal Volun-
teer for North East Zone 
in the regional category 
in 2015 from the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during the National Le-
gal Services Day & com-
mendation ceremony 
organized by National 
Legal Services Authority 
(NLSA) on November 9 
2015 in New Delhi. She 
works for the rights of  
the downtrodden, par-
ticularly marginalised 
women and children.

4. Zhokhoi Chuzho: An 
actor and Martial art ex-
pert too. To his credit he 
acted in few Bollywood 
movies with top actors 
John Abraham and So-
naskhi Singh and the 
lead actor of the famed 
Naga movie Nana.

5. Keyisuiding Lunga-
lang: Nine times inter-
national and National 
Gold medallist. And All 
India best fighter in Mar-
tial arts. This year he is 
representing India in the 
World Championship in 
Mexico

6. Zinen Nillo Kath, 
Watipongla, Awa: 
These are the Nagas 
who acted in the first 
Bollywood film, shot in 
Nagaland. 

7. T. Lima Naro Jamir:  
The first Naga costume 
designer in Bollywood.

8. Niketu Iralu: A promi-
nent intellectual and 
preacher of peace and 
non-violence. A social 
activist working with 
moral Re armament 
now called Initiatives 
of change since 1957 in 
India and globally. Trus-
tee, centre for North East 
Studies on policy re-
search. Active activist for 
Reconciliation, Healing 
and Peace Building in 
Nagaland and N.E India 

9. Zhimomi Brothers: 
They are four brothers 
and small time entrepre-
neurs. They are educated 
self  employed youths 
who believe in dignity 

of labour. The brothers 
have their roadside stall 
in city tower.  March 
2015 started - team of 5 
members - street vendor 
on fast food 

10. Nekhoto Tunyi: For 
his contribution towards 
sports. 

11. Cynthia Kolakhe: 
Some of her arts were 
featured in Elle magazine 

12. Vikhili: She is blind by 
birth but never let her 
spirit die coz of it. She 
makes handicrafts and 
looks after her family and 
also sponsors education 
for three blind children’s. 

13. Jenpu Romgmei: A 
young social activist. 
The man who founded 
Can Youth social or-
ganisation established 
in 2012 with an aim to 
restore balance in soci-
ety and cater to school 
drop outs and empower-
ing them with the much 
needed life-skills to ven-
ture further in this com-
petitive world. Works 
for the upliftment of  
Youths, HIV infected n 
affected children, Drugs 
, Alcoholics and School 
Drop outs by providing 
skill trainings to them. 

14. Silverline Acade-
my: Unlike mainstream 
schools SLA hosts a 
special place for children 
with special needs. Phys-
ically and intellectually 
challenged children are 
acknowledged as indi-
viduals. They look after 
Special children from 
neighbouring states also.

15. Nagaland Motorcycle 
Club (NMC): NMC 
was founded in 2010. 
The members go by the 
name Naga chiefs. They 
believe in the brother-
hood among RE riders 
all over. Although NMC 
was formed purely for 
the passion of riding, ad-
venture and for the love 
of the legendary mo-
torcycle Royal Enfield. 
Naga chiefs believes in 
charity works and giving 
back to the society as so-
cial responsibility to the 
people .The Naga chiefs 
do voluntary charities 
and humanitarian social 
activities for the people 
in all the Naga settled 
areas beyond Nagaland

16. Sentipokla Jamir: Start-

ed selling pickles online 
to sponsor a young girl 
for her education. Start-
ed an initiative called 
“Footprints” to reach 
out the BPL widows and 
underprivileged children 
living in rural areas. She 
also started with a team 
of four members called 
“Women empower-
ment”. Started selling  
pickles in the market to 
help widows and buy rice 
cookers for them. Re-
cently Jamir initiated to 
fight against child labour 
especially those coming 
from eastern area.

17. Hill theatre 
18. Jonathan Rongsen 

Longkumer: The only 
Naga Cricketer who 
played and won many 
matches and currently 
playing for Karnataka 
Premier League and In-
dian Railways and also 
RCB Royal challenge 
Bangalore.

19. Sandemo Ngullie:  
Editorial cartoonist, il-
lustrator of The Morung 
Express. He was with 
another English news-
paper Nagaland Post till 
2008 and now presently 
working for Morung 
Express. He is a recipi-
ent of the Governor’s 
Award for Excellence 
in Arts (2016). Many of  
his works have been pub-
lished by national maga-
zines during his high 
school days.
One of the recipients 

of the awards Sentipokla 
Jamir said in her accept-
ance speech that her con-
tribution toward the society 
was through her parent’s 
words of wisdom: “If you 
can give a handful of grain 
to the needy, you can feed 
the whole world.” 

Another recipient 
Vikhili in her acceptance 
speech shared words wis-
dom to youngsters: Pursue 
‘dignity of  labour.’ How 
much ever educated one 
may be, they cannot afford 
to obsess over government 
jobs which is a common 
trend in the Naga society.   

best ‘disciplined unit,’ the 
group stated.

Among other high-
lights of  the event, the 
group informed that an 
award called the ‘Late 
Niesatsu Khamo & Late 
Zekope Krome Memorial 
Trophy’ will be awarded to 
the winners of  the cultural 
competition.

The CSU has invited 
‘all frontal organizations, 

senior leaders, and well-
wishers’ to the conference.

The organisation has 
also informed about ‘an of-
ficial meeting’ that has been 
scheduled to be conducted 
on Jan. 5 at 12:00 noon at 
the president’s residence. 

All the executive mem-
bers, assembly organs and 
tribunals of  the group have 
been requested to attend 
the meeting.
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Imphal, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Manipur  Po l i ce  have 
tightened security to check 
the possible inf lux of  
migrants after a draft of  
the National Register of  
Citizens (NRC) published 
in neighbouring Assam has 
sparked fears that many 
may be declared non-
Indians.

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l 
of  Police L.M. Khaute 
has supervised security 
m e a s u r e s  a l o n g  t h e 
Assam-Manipur border 
on the state’s eastern side 
to check entry of  outsiders 
whose names are not on 
the NRC. 

On Monday, the Assam 
government published the 
draft which includes names 

of 1.9 crore people of of  the 
total 3.29 crore applicants. 
The process of  updating 
the NRC began in 2013 and 
it was carried out under the 
guidance and instructions 
of  the Supreme court.

As  many as  68 .27 
lakh families comprising 
of  3.29 crore applicants 
had submitted 6.5 crore 
documents in support of  
their citizenship claims. 

M a n i p u r  C h i e f  
Minister N. Biren Singh 
said: “Additional police 
and paramilitary personnel 
h ave  b e e n  r u s h e d  t o 
Jiribam district to ensure 
that undesirable persons do 
not enter (our state).” 

Police in Jiribam have 
demolished six bamboo 

bridges across Jiri river, a 
detour route migrants use 
to avoid security checks. 

Security personnel were 
also deployed at the Mao 
gate as many migrants 
might enter Manipur from 
the National Highway-2 
t h a t  l i n k s  M a n i p u r, 
Nagaland and Assam, the 
police said. 

Police are also being 
deployed along the Assam-
Tamenglong highway and 
Jessami in Ukhrul district.

A u t h o r i t i e s  h a d 
conducted security checks 
in Jiribam district where 
some people  wi thout 
i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  w e r e 
de ta ined.  Some were 
found to be using fake 
voter IDs. 

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): An incident of  
a Chinese road construction party entering 
Indian territory and Beijing’s statement on 
not recognising Arunachal Pradesh was 
raised in the Lok Sabha on Thursday.

Revolutionary Socialist Party member 
N.K. Premchandran urged the government 
to make a statement on the incident.

“Chinese entered Indian territory, there 
were attempts to construct a road. Upto 
one kilometre they constructed. They 
were then stopped by people and the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police force. 

“They had come up till the Siang river 
basin, so my point is upper Siang basin 
is being aggressed upon,” Premchandran 
said.

“Further the Chinese spokesperson 
openly stated that Beijing has never 
recognised the state of  Arunachal Pradesh. 
It is a provoking statement on China’s 
part,” he added.

“I would like to know the response 
of  government of  India on the Chinese 
aggression,” he said.

A road building party from China 

entered Indian territory in a remote part 
of  Arunachal Pradesh in December-end 
and were sent back by the Indian troops.

Around December 26, they were found 
constructing a track around two kilometres 
away from the nearest Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police post. 

A nearly 600 metre long and 12 feet 
wide track was constructed on Indian 
territory when the Chinese party was 
stopped.

The area where the Chinese workers 
entered is close to the place where 
Brahmaputra river enters India.

Indian troops pushed back the labourers 
and seized the equipment. While there was 
no confrontation between troops on both 
side, Indian troops have barricaded the 
area since and have been guarding it. 

Asked about the incident, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Geng 
Shuang said: “First of  all, on border issues 
with India, China is clear and consistent. 

“We never acknowledge the existence 
of  so-called Arunachal Pradesh,” Geng 
said.

Shillong, Jan. 4 (IANS): The 
NDA-affiliated National People’s 
Party (NPP) on Thursday got a 
shot in the arm as eight former 
Meghalaya MLAs, including five 
from the Congress who had quit 
the assembly, joined the party to 
contest the upcoming assembly 
polls.

The tribal-based party got 
a further boost as six Congress 
members from the Jaintia Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
and the People’s Democratic 
Front member of  Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
joined the NPP.

Those from the Congress are 
former Deputy Chief  Minister 
Rowell Lyngdoh and former 
Cabinet  Ministers  Prestone 
Tynsong, Coming One Ymbon, 
S n i a w b h a l a n g  D h a r  a n d 
Ngaitlang Dhar. The others are 
United Democratic Party (UDP) 
legislator Remington Pyngrope, and 
Independents Hopeful Bamon and 
Stephanson Mukhim.

Welcoming the eight former 

legislators into the NPP fold at a 
public rally -- “Mission 2018, NPP 
for New Meghalaya”, NPP national 
president Conrad K. Sangma 
exuded confidence that his party 
would emerge as the single-largest 
party post assembly elections.

“We will be the single-largest 
party. We are working hard to 
get absolute majority, so we are 
confident that the people will give 
us the opportunity and we are 
positive about the developments 
taking place in the state,” Sangma 
said.

The ninth Meghalaya Assembly, 
comprising 60 members, was 
constituted on March 1, 2013, and 
its term expires on March 6.

The joining of  five former 
Congress legislators in the NPP 
is a major setback for the ruling 
Congress, especially former Health 
and Family Welfare Minister 
Alexander Hek’s decision to join 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Besides,  Chief  Executive 
M e m b e r  o f  K h a s i  H i l l s 
Autonomous District Council P.N. 

Syiem also deserted the Congress 
to join the newly-floated People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF).

Syiem has been projected as a 
chief ministerial candidate.

Moreover, veteran Congress 
legislators state Congress president 
and four-time Chief Minister D.D. 
Lapang, incumbent Deputy Chief  
Minister Prof  Roytre Christopher 
Laloo and Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Roshan Warjri 
have been declared “retired” from 
electoral politics.

Tynsong, who was the longest 
serving Cabinet Minister in the 
Mukul Sangma government until 
he was sacked last year, likened the 
Cabinet Ministers in the Sangma-
led government as his “managers” 
and added that “they will agree to 
whatever he (CM) said”.

Taking potshots at the Chief  
Minister for doing development 
work in his assembly constituency 
only, the former Congress legislator 
said: “The present leadership 
(Mukul Sangma) is the Chief  
Minister of  Ampati. But NPP 

is not going to do that. We are 
for the interest of  the people of  
Meghalaya.”

“He (Chief  Minister) is also 
trying to divide Meghalaya by 
sanctioning developmental projects 
only in some pockets in Garo Hills. 
Is it not that you (Chief  Minister) 
are trying to divide us?” Tynsong 
said.

Manipur Deputy Chief Minister 
Y. Joykumar Singh also expressed 
confidence that the NPP would lead 
the government in Meghalaya after 
the assembly elections.

“It is for this reason that we have 
left the Congress and we see that 
there is future in the NPP under the 
leadership of Conrad K Sangma,” 
he added.

However, former Chief Minister 
D.D. Lapang said the exodus of  
some Congress legislators to other 
political parties would not impact 
the ruling party. 

“There will be no negative 
impact. I believe in the principle 
that no one is indispensable,” the 
veteran Congress legislator said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 4 (EMN): 
Manipur’s first robot model 
maker Thiyam Nandalal, 
a student of the prestigious 
J o h n s t o n e  H i g h e r 
Secondary School located 
in the heart of Imphal town 
was felicitated in a function 
at the premises of the school 
on Thur.

The felicitation function 
which was jointly organised 
by the school authority 
and Information Centre 
for Hill areas Manipur 
(ICHAM) was attended 
by Director Th Kiran 
Kumar of  state education 
(schools) department and 
Chief  Advisor Kangujam 
Modhumangol of ICHAM.

Principal of  the school 

M Jadumani Mangang, 
P r e s i d e n t  T h o n g a m 
Phulchand of  Thongam 
Angouba Singh Memorial 
Trust, ICHAM Advisors 
K h e l e n  T h o k c h o m , 
Khogendra Khomdram, 
Brozendra Ningomba and 
former ICHAAM president 
N Rejandro (Boy) also 
attended the function.

Thiyam Nanda la l , 
a class XI student from 
S c i e n c e  s t r e a m  w h o 
bagged the first position 
in the state level science 
exhibition 2017 for robot 
m o d e l  m a k i n g ,  w i l l 
be participating in the 
upcoming zonal science 
exhibition to be held on 
Jan. 19 this month.

Thiyam Nandalal, the 

second son (of  Thiyam 
Ishorechand and Thiyam (O) 
Chaobi) among six siblings 
of  Nambol Balaram Khun 
Maning Leikai in Bishnupur 
district, also displayed his 
robot called JON 17 during 
the day’s gathering. The 
literal meaning of JON 17 is 
‘JO’ for Johnstone and ‘N’ 
for Nandalal and 17 signifies 
2017, he said.

“I started developing 
this robot after watching 
an English (science related) 
movie as  I  wished to 
use robots in collecting 
garbage etc to clean our 
surroundings. It took almost 
15 to 20 days to complete 
the robot,” said Nandalal. 
“Initially my parents scolded 
me a lot.”

Goalpara (Assam), Jan. 4 (IANS): Amidst 
lush greenery and sal trees reaching out to 
the heavens, an annual theatre festival with 
an eco-friendly agenda does away with 
microphones, acoustics, control systems, 
drapery or any fancy stage equipment.

“I t  i s  a  medi tat ion of  theatre 
expressions,” the organisers say.

Conceived in 2008 to provide a unique 
platform to develop a trajectory of  eco-
theatre, the 10th edition of  “Under The 
Sal Tree” that was held at Baddungduppa 
Kalakendra in Rampur village here 
explored the performative dimension of  
ethnic cultures by bringing together theatre 
artists from across the country.

It was organised by the Baddungduppa, 
the only theatre group of  Assam’s Rabha 
tribe.

“The festival is yet to mark its presence 
in the world cartography. We are committed 
to decipher the strings which once bound 
man and nature in an organic unity and 
which in the face of  the intrusion of  
materialistic tendencies now, remains 
relegated to a forgotten sphere,” Festival 
Director Sukracharjya Rabha told IANS.

He said the festival is an untiring effort 
towards developing new aesthetics of  
theatre and performing arts.

There were three performances on each 
day of  the three-day festival, followed by 
discussions moderated by journalists and 
noted theatre artists.

What stood apart was certainly the 
natural atmosphere created, with audiences 
sitting on environment-friendly benches 
made of  betel nut trees and bamboo, and 
trees all around the venue. There was live 
music during performances.

Rabha said no trees were cut to make 
space for the shows. “The space is given to 
us by nature.”

The fest ival  kicked off  with a 

performance by the Baddungduppa group. 
The play was conceptualised and directed 
by the festival director himself.

He presented an adaptation of “Rather 
Rashi”, in which Rabindranath Tagore 
foretold that only Dalits could lead the 
polity and the Ratha (chariot) will move 
ahead only when the reins are in the hands 
of untouchables.

Been presented in Assamese and 
Bengali, it was certainly not comprehensible 
to all, but the direction and the thematic 
development of  the plot impressed 
everyone.

It was one of  the best productions of  
the festival.

The last play on the first day was 
another performance to look forward to. 
An alumnus of  the National School of  
Drama, Savita Rani, involved the audience 
in her solo act -- an impressive critique of  
the patriarchal, sexist society that expects 
women to behave in a certain way.

A part of her recital touched upon the 
right-wing Hindu nationalists’ campaign 
of  saffronisation. “I am against injustice 
of  any kind; that is why I thought of  
addressing multiple issues through my act,” 
Rani told IANS.

She deliberately took up an Italian 
accent as she presented the play in English. 
“My English is not that fluent. So, I thought 
I would take up a different accent so my 
language doesn’t come between me and my 
audience,” she explained.

Another play that stood out was an 
adaptation of American playwright David 
Henry Hwang’s “The Dance and the 
Railroad”.

Staged by the Manipuri Inter-Cultural 
Theatre Company, the play, through a 
stylised form of martial arts, depicts a strike 
in a railroad labour camp in the mid-19th 
century.
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Those missed in  Assam’s 
population register will be 
included— Rajnath
New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday assured the Lok Sabha that no 
one will be left out from the citizens’ register that 
is readied in Assam, after Trinamool Congress MP 
Saugata Roy alleged the Bengali population in the 
state was not being registered. Raising the issue 
during zero hour, Roy termed the National Register 
of  Citizens in Assam a “conspiracy to drive out 
the Bengali population”. Rajnath Singh, who was 
in the House at that time, however, dismissed the 
allegation. “This is a baseless allegation that they are 
trying to throw someone out. If  someone’s name has 
been missed, it will be included in the list,” he said. 
He said so far 1.9 crore names have been included 
in the first draft of  the register. According to reports 
over three crore applicants had applied for it. The first 
draft was released on the midnight of  December 31, 
which was the time frame for the publication of  the 
NRC set by the Supreme Court.

Government planning three 
bridges over Brahmaputra
New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): The government 
is planning to build three bridges over the River 
Brahmaputra in the northeast region with a total 
length of  38 km, Parliament was informed on 
Thursday. While the draft Detailed Project Report 
has been prepared for the 14-km-long bridge between 
Dhubri in Assam and Phulbari in Meghalaya, DPRs 
for two bridges in Assam (12 km each) between 
Gohpur and Numaligarh, and Kaupati and Rowta 
are under preparation, Minister of  State for Road 
Transport and Highways Mansukh L. Mandaviya 
told the Lok Sabha in a written reply. “Consultancy 
services for the preparation of  Detailed Project 
Reports for these bridges have been awarded,” he 
said.

Five youths die in Assam
Guwahati, Jan. 4 (IANS): Five young men, 
including a student, were found dead inside a vehicle 
in a village in Assam’s Nalbari district on Thursday, 
police said. Police said a group of 24 people had gone 
for a picnic from Bordighala village on Wednesday 
morning and returned at night. “The five youths 
spent the night inside the vehicle they had hired 
for the picnic. However, on Thursday morning, we 
saw all of  them were unconscious,” a police officer 
quoted locals as saying. They were rushed to a 
hospital where they were declared dead. Police said 
that there were no visible injury marks on the bodies 
and believe they may have been suffocated inside 
the vehicle.
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Improved demand conditions 
push services output higher: PMI

Airtel, Vodafone offer cashback 
on Samsung smartphones

Delhi’s first automated vehicle 
fitness centre to start this month

PSU bank stocks in limelight; shares gain up to 8.5%

Govt seeks Parliament nod for 
INR 80k cr PSBs recapitalisation

Lenovo India 
appoints Alok 
Garodia as CFO
New Delhi, Jan. 4 
(IANS): Chinese technol-
ogy company Lenovo on 
Thursday announced it 
has appointed Alok Ga-
rodia as Chief  Financial 
Officer (CFO) for its India 
operations.

Part of  Lenovo’s India 
leadership team led by Ra-
hul Agarwal, Managing 
Director and CEO, Garo-
dia will strengthen focus 
on growing market share 
and driving profitable 
growth for the company in 
the country.

“Garodia’s wealth of  
experience and knowledge 
across various domains in 
finance will be an asset for 
the company,” said Agar-
wal. Garodia joins Lenovo 
from Nike where he served 
as Director, Finance/CFO, 
of  the India business.

“I am excited to join 
Lenovo at a time when 
the company is charging 
forward with a three-wave 
strategy to achieve long-
term sustainable growth,” 
said Garodia.

Android 
banking Trojan 
may target 
Indian banks’ 
mobile apps: 
Quick Heal
Pune, Jan. 4 (IANS): Glo-
bal IT security firm Quick 
Heal’s Security Labs on 
Thursday announced it 
has spotted an Android 
Banking Trojan that imi-
tates more than 232 mo-
bile apps, including those 
offered by Indian banks 
like SBI, HDFC, ICICI, 
IDBI and Axis, among 
others.

According to the re-
searchers, the malware 
known as “Android.bank-
er.A2f8a” is being distrib-
uted through a fake Flash 
Player app on third-party 
stores. 

After downloading the 
app, it keeps checking for 
the installed apps on the 
victim’s device and par-
ticularly looks for the 232 
banking and cryptocur-
rency apps. 

Once any of  the tar-
geted apps is found on the 
device, the app shows fake 
notifications disguised as 
coming from the targeted 
app and asks users to log 
in with their credentials 
and ultimately tricks them 
by stealing their login ID 
and password.

Samsung forays 
into budget 
tablet market 
in India
 
New Delhi, Jan. 4 
(IANS): As tablet ship-
ments continue to slump 
in India, Samsung India 
on Thursday said the com-
pany will launch afford-
able products this year, 
predicting the tablet indus-
try is set to make a strong 
comeback.

“2017 was a de-growth 
year for the tablet indus-
try as a whole but we, as 
a brand, performed well 
over 2016 by registering 
near double-digit growth 
by market value,” Vishal 
Kaul, Director, Mobile 
Business, Samsung India, 
told IANS here.

Bullish on its perform-
ance in 2017, the South 
Korean tech giant on 
Thursday forayed into the 
budget tablet market with 
the launch of  Galaxy Tab 
A 7.0 at Rs 9,500 that 
sports rounded edges and 
a “non-slip” pattern.

The 4G tablet comes 
with HD display and a 
hefty 4000mAh battery 
that claims to provide up 
to nine hours of  video 
playback.

“Galaxy Tab A 7.0 
caters to consumers’ on-
the-go and thereby acts as 
a perfect companion for 
their active lifestyle,” Kaul 
added.

The device has 1.5GB 
RAM and 8GB onboard 
storage that can be ex-
panded via a microSD 
card to up to 200GB.

The tab also comes 
with “Kids Mode” that 
provides educational and 
beneficial content designed 
especially for children.

Mumbai, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Improved demand condi-
tions and easing of infla-
tionary pressures pushed 
the output of the Indian 
service sector higher dur-
ing December, key macro-
economic data showed on 
Thursday.

According to the sea-
sonally adjusted Nikkei In-
dia Services PMI Business 
Activity Index, the service 
sector’s output returned to 
marginal growth during 
December due to growth 
in “Information & Com-
munications and Finance & 
Insurance”.

Subsequently, the sea-

sonally adjusted index reg-
istered an overall increase 
from 48.5 in November to 
50.9 in December.

An index reading of  
above 50 indicates an over-
all increase in economic 
activity and below 50 an 
overall decrease.

“India’s service econ-
omy showed signs of re-
covery as it returned to 
marginal expansion in 
December. That said, it re-
mained on a weak growth 
trajectory amid reports that 
the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) was still hindering ef-
forts to secure new clients,” 
said Aashna Dodhia, Econ-

omist at IHS Markit, and 
author of the report.

“Greater backlogs con-
tinued to accumulate as 
a result of cash shortages 
and delayed payments that 
stemmed from the disrup-
tion of recent structural 
reforms.” Further, the Serv-
ices PMI resulted in the 
overall private sector’s out-
put -- rising the highest since 
October 2016 -- and greater 
than the average recorded 
in 2017. Consequently, the 
seasonally adjusted Nikkei 
India Composite PMI 
Output Index rose to 53 in 
December from 50.3 in No-
vember.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): In a bid to 
make 4G smartphones affordable to con-
sumers, telecom services provider Bharti 
Airtel and Vodafone on Thursday an-
nounced cashback offers worth up to Rs 
1,500 on Samsung’s J series devices.

“Four models from Samsung’s Galaxy 
J-series including J2 (2017), J5 Prime, J7 
Prime and J7 Pro will be available with 
cashback offers, bringing down their effec-
tive prices,” Airtel said in a statement.

Samsung Galaxy J2 (2017) will now 
be available for Rs 5,490 (earlier price Rs 
6,990), J5 Prime will cost Rs 10,490 (ear-
lier price Rs 11,990), J7 Prime will cost Rs 
12,400 (earlier price Rs 13,900) while J7 
Pro will be available at Rs 18,400 (earlier 
price Rs 19,900).

The cashback amount will be given to 
users over a period of  24 months.

“Users who make recharges worth Rs 
2,500 over a period of  12 months, will be 
eligible for the first cashback of  Rs 300,” 
Airtel added. These devices will come 
bundled with Airtel’s recharge pack worth 
Rs 199 that offers 1GB data per day and 
unlimited calling.

Meanwhile, Vodafone also tied up with 
Samsung and announced a cashback offer 
worth Rs 1,500 on Galaxy J2 Pro, Galaxy 
J7 Nxt and Galaxy J7 Max smartphones.

“Prepaid customers have to simply 
recharge with Rs 198 per month for a pe-
riod of  24 months. Postpaid users can opt 
for any Vodafone “Red Plan” to become 
eligible for a cashback of  Rs 600 after first 
12 months. After another 12 months, they 
will get a cashback of  Rs 900 in their Vo-
dafone M-Pesa wallets,” Vodafone said in 
a statement.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): Delhi’s first 
automated commercial vehicle fitness test-
ing centre will be opened during the cur-
rent month, Delhi Transport Minister Kai-
lash Gahlot said.

All commercial vehicles, including 
buses, taxis, autorickshaws, heavy and 
light commercial vehicle, among others, 
have to undergo testing and get a fitness 
certificate.

The testing centre at Jhuljhuli of  west 
Delhi would be better compared to visual 
inspection currently done at the testing fa-
cility in Burari of  North Delhi, according 
to officials. 

New commercial vehicles have to be 
tested and also every year after the first two 
years, for the vehicle’s overall performance 
and its condition. 

“For the past one month, we have been 
doing fitness testing of  school buses and 
AITP (All India Tourist Permit) buses at 
the Jhuljhuli centre on a pilot basis,” Delhi 
Transport Department Special Commis-
sioner K.K. Dahiya told IANS.

The testing of  different parts of  a vehi-

cle like brakes and headlights will be done 
by machines and a test result would be 
generated. 

Dahiya said that the new centre would 
take pressure off  the only vehicle fitness 
testing centre in Burari.

The Jhuljhuli centre, set up in three 
acres of  land, is a joint venture between 
the Union Ministry of  Road Transport 
and Highways and the Delhi government.

Dahiya said that the Burari centre will 
continue to function and they plan to auto-
mate the centre by the end of  the current 
year.

A Transport Department official told 
IANS that the automated centre would 
end corruption as it would not be up to the 
inspecting officer to give the fitness certifi-
cate and the whole process would be more 
transparent.

“If  the vehicles are in a better condition 
it would also decrease road accidents,” the 
officer said.

According to officials, the drivers wait-
ing area of  the centre is under construc-
tion.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (PTI): The fi-
nance ministry today sought Par-
liament’s nod for extra expenditure 
of  Rs 80,000 crore towards recapi-
talisation of  public sector banks 
through bonds.

Meanwhile, sources said the 
proposed recapitalisation bonds 
to be given to public sector banks 
would have non-SLR status and 
will be non-tradeable.

The Rs 80,000-crore expenditure 
has been sought by the government 
in form of  the Third Batch of  Sup-
plementary Demands for Grants for 
2017-18.

It is part of  Rs 1.35 lakh crore 
recapitalisation bond to be provided 
to the banks over two years to shore 
up capital adequacy of  NPA-hit 

state-owned banks, they said.
Parliament’s approval has been 

sought for “meeting additional ex-
penditure towards recapitalisation 
of  Public Sector Banks through is-
sue of  government securities”, said 
the finance ministry document.

Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) 
is a portion of  deposits that banks 
need to invest in government securi-
ties.

The SLR status to any instru-
ment provides traceability option 
and they can be traded in the sec-
ondary market.

“These bonds will have non-
SLR status, the official said, adding 
these bonds to be cash neutral for 
the government,” sources said.

Asked by when the infusion 

would take place, the official said 
this would happen soon during this 
quarter. Interest payout and other 
aspect is looked at by the Depart-
ment of  Economic Affairs, the offi-
cial added.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
in October had announced an un-
precedented Rs 2.11 lakh crore two-
year road map to strengthen PSBs, 
reeling under high non performing 
assets (NPAs) or bad loans. Their 
NPAs have increased to Rs 7.33 
lakh crore as of  June 2017, from Rs 
2.75 lakh crore in March 2015.

The plan includes floating re-
capitalisation bonds of  Rs 1.35 lakh 
crore and raising Rs 58,000 crore 
from the market by diluting govern-
ment s stake.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (PTI): Shares of  
state-run banks surged up to 8.5 per 
cent today after the finance ministry 
sought Parliament’s nod for extra ex-
penditure of  Rs 80,000 crore towards 

their recapi-
tal isa-

tion through bonds.
The scrip of  UCO Bank soared 

8.50 per cent, IDBI Bank surged 
8.33 per cent, Punjab National 
Bank gained 5.97 per cent, Bank 
of  India went up 3.83 per cent and 
Bank of  Baroda jumped 3.77 per 
cent on BSE.

Among others, shares of  Ori-
ental Bank of  Commerce rose 

3.71 per cent, Canara Bank ad-
vanced 2.69 per cent, Bank 

of  Maharashtra (2.39 per 
cent), Indian Bank 

(1.89 per cent) and 
State Bank of  In-

dia (1.72 per 
cent).

“ R e -
lease of  
the next 

instalment of  funds earmarked for 
bank recapitalisation proved to be a 
shot in the arm for PSBs, especial-
ly as some of  the weak banks had 
been hauled up by RBI for prompt 
and corrective action,” said Anand 
James, Chief  Market Strategist, Ge-
ojit Financial Services Ltd.

Parliament’s approval has been 
sought for “meeting additional ex-
penditure towards recapitalisation 
of  Public Sector Banks through is-
sue of  government securities”, said 
the finance ministry document.

The additional expenditure of  
Rs 80,000 crore towards bank re-
capitalisation through issue of  gov-
ernment securities will be matched 
by additional receipts on issues of  
securities to the banks and “will not 
entail any cash outgo”, it added.
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A
s a new year starts, Nagaland is also on the 
process to choose a new set of  lawmakers 
in the forthcoming assembly elections. It is 
time for the people to critically analyse the 

current set of  leaders that were elected during the pre-
vious elections in 2013. Lessons have to be learned and 
ways mended  by changing the very criteria that defines 
who a good leader is. As repeatedly mentioned in this 
space, the present tenure would be the worst case sce-
nario of  the leaders that it produced. The society needs 
to understand one basic fundamental principle, that the 
amount of  money used during elections is indirectly 
proportional to the morality of  the people. It can be 
termed as vicious circle but when citizens stops to ac-
cept gifts and money the spending by the candidates 
decreases. The Naga custom that gifts are not returned 
needs to be revisited and redefined especially during 
elections. Moreover a person who was able to amass 
wealth need not necessarily be a good leader although 
his capacity to help and assist will no doubt be more. 
For Nagaland, a state with negligible private sector 
there are very few individuals and firms  that can be 
considered wealthy who are assessed by the depart-
ment of  Income Tax. It therefore also raises doubt of  
the means used to amass wealth by such individuals.  

There was a time in Nagaland when leaders were 
chosen for having the qualities in tune with the Naga 
ethos. The oratory skills and the statesmanship exhib-
ited by the leaders of  yesteryears were evidence of  not 
only their knowledge but the ability to learn. On the 
other hand, the people were also more understanding 
of  the shortcomings of  the leaders keeping in mind 
that the people of  the state as a whole were still getting 
accustomed to modernity and learning along with the 
rest of  the country. However over the years, what was 
used to be genuine ignorance earlier slowly became an 
excuse to feign ignorance of  law. This was the biggest 
fallacy that many of  the elected representatives in the 
state indulged in even on the floor of  the August House. 
The proceedings of  the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
over the last few years speaks volumes of  the quality of  
the elected representative of  the state. The future of  the 
state is in perils if  the lawmakers themselves do not un-
derstand the law they are making.  So after more than 
50 years since statehood the time might have come for 
redefining what a good Naga representative should be. 
It is time to stop romanticising the past glories one’s 
exclusive entities like tribe, village, khel and clan. Time 
has come to choose leaders relevant to the times. 

Dr. Ramkumar with members of the research team. Through the cross, believers are made perfect in 
His sight.

My father’s dusty, heeled-over, cowboy boots rest on the floor 
of my study, daily reminders of the kind of man he was.

Among other things, he raised and trained cutting hors-
es—equine athletes that move like quicksilver. I loved to watch him at 
work, marveling that he could stay astride.

As a boy, growing up, I wanted to be just like him. I’m in my eight-
ies, and his boots are still too large for me to fill.

My father’s in heaven now, but I have another Father to emulate. 
I want to be just like Him—filled with His goodness, fragrant with His 
love. I’m not there and never will be in this life; His boots are much 
too large for me to fill.

But the apostle Peter said this: “The God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ . . . will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast” (1 Peter 5:10). He has the wisdom and 
power to do that, you know (v. 11).

Our lack of likeness to our heavenly Father will not last forever. 
God has called us to share the beauty of character that is His. In this 
life we reflect Him poorly, but in heaven our sin and sorrow will be no 
more and we’ll reflect Him more fully! This is the “true grace of God” 
(v. 12).

Father God, we want to be just like You. 
Help us to grow more and more like You each day!

 1 PETER 5:8–12  

It is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”                          
    ~  1 Peter 1:16

DAILY
PATH

Temsula Ao

Kaka D. Iralu

Ratneshwar Thakur | The Science Wire

It is ‘a complex fate’ being a Naga. But in our con-
text, it is a doubleedged sword because the com-
plexity lies not only in the way ‘outsiders’ view 
us but also in the way we see ourselves…. Being 

a Naga has never been easy for us. The mystique and 
negative power of  the ‘savage’ has always fascinated 
the western mind and when we were ‘discovered’ by 
anthropologists and ethnographers in the 19th century, 
we became exotic and exciting specimens for them to 
study, but from their perspective only. Our material 
culture seems to have caught their imagination in such 
a manner that the best specimens were spirited away to 
their museums without any qualms because they were 
the ‘finders’ and therefore the ‘keepers’. But fortu-
nately for us, though we were stripped of  our external 
Naga-ness, the essential core of  our being Nagas could 
not be obliterated and this consciousness has remained 
firmly rooted to the soil of  our origin.

Then came the British administrators, with their 
policy of  identifying and dealing with ‘primitive’ sub-
jects and we were isolated from the rest of  their do-
minion by restricting access to the hills where we had 
lived almost forever. The Christian missionaries came 
more or less at the same time with their zeal for pros-
elitization and sowed the seeds of  doubt in our minds 
about our own intrinsic worth. However it has to be 
admitted that they also brought literacy, though it was 
with the sole policy of  ‘educating’ the savage in the 
right path towards eternal life by empowering them to 
read the Good Book. At this stage of  our history, being 
a Naga became an apologetic acknowledgement of  a 
seemingly inferior individual.

These onslaughts on our territory and our way of  
life, now in retrospect seem like continuous waves of  
aggression against a people who had never imagined 
that such ‘others’ even existed! Our transition from 
our insulated ignorance to knowledge of  the outside 
world by such alien methods was so abrupt that it 
shook our worldview to its core. The turmoil and tur-
bulence in the land was inevitable. The rebellion was 
born essentially in retaliation against the attempt to 
belittle us in our own estimate and it was conceived 
as an effort to wrest back our identity, self-worth and 
sovereignty from the intruders in our own land. But it 
has also to be said that we were not ready yet to claim 
our rightful place in the assembly of  nations not only 
because of  the many divergences in our perceived ho-
mogeneity but also because of  crucial economic and 
political circumstances over which we had no control 
to emerge as an ‘independent’ nation. Into this state 
of  un-preparedness and general confusion the concept 
of  a state as the viable alternative was injected and ac-
cepted, though not without stiff  opposition from the 
Naga freedom fighers.

We tried to catch up with the rest of  the country 
by importing ‘national’ norms in governance, educa-
tion and other important sectors for the sake of  mere 

‘uniformity’ in progress. If  we claim that this is the 
progress we have achieved, it has been done at a tre-
mendous cost because we are no longer a self-reliant 
people, we have ceased to be fighters and achievers, 
and have become mere loungers on stipends, conces-
sions and sub-contracts. The political aspirations had 
initially set out to establish the intrinsic worth of  our 
being, our Naga-ness. But the result we see today is a 
pathetic blend of  greed, self-centredness and mutual 
suspicion.

In the quagmire of  uncertainties that beset Naga 
society today, the most essential question that needs 
to be asked is: What does it mean to be a Naga? Is the 
word Naga merely a political blanket term to designate 
the countless tribes living in a more or less contiguous 
territory of  the country? What is the ‘commonness’ 
shared by these tribes that they have been bunched un-
der this umbrella term? Is it a common language? No, 
because there is no common Naga language. Then is it 
a common culture? If  so, what is it? Can we specify it? 
Can we retrieve it and is it desirable to do so? But we 
will discover that it is not the mere geographical loca-
tion of  the tribes, racial traits and history; nor is it a 
common language that lies at the heart of  this blanket 
identity.

Now to the question of  how we see ourselves. 
Among the many divisive elements that add another 
dimension to these questions, is the tribal divide that 
has had the most devastating effect on the political 
scenario both overground and underground. Even if  
there are professed political parties within the electoral 
system that is current in the state, when it comes to 
crunch time, people’s mandates are swayed either by 
tribal or clan affiliations; party ideology seeming to 
have no influence at the crucial time. The same trend 
is reflected in the convolutions of  the other movement 
also. During elections candidates are known to seek 
help from their underground brothers who conven-
iently forget that they are helping the followers of  a 
system that they are ideologically opposed to and will 
oblige if  the price is right. The elected representatives 
of  the state too turn a blind eye to blatant demands of  
‘tax’ from the people, and not only that, they are also 
often accused of  facilitating a percentage from all gov-
ernment projects! When such a compromise prevails 
in the state, cries of  lasting peace and amity become 
less than a whisper in the wilderness where principles 
no longer count. Have the Nagas entered the twilight 
zone? Is there any hope for a clear-cut enunciation of  
honest intents and purposeful actions?

The superficial affluence brought in by the im-
ported system seems to have left the village folk far 
behind and there is an everwidening gap between the 
haves and the have-nots. This is the real paradox of  
our existence as a people: the divide between the vil-
lage and urban ethos. Though all the new money, po-
litical influence and modern life-style seem to reside 
in the urban areas, the real essence of  our Naga-ness 
still remain in the heart of  the land: the villages.To ‘be-

long’ in a village is the first requisite of  an individual 
in building up the notion of  identity as a Naga. To be 
banished from one’s village for grave wrong-doing is 
the ultimate punishment and insult to a Naga male, 
rendering him a man without a country; he ceases to 
belong in the most basic unit of  his existence with a 
recognized identity.

And then, when we look deep into our hearts 
and try to compare ourselves with our fellow Na-
gas, we come to the realization that we do share an 
intrinsic one-ness in our way of  thinking and living. 
That is why, in spite of  the many surface differences 
we have continued to exist as a coherent group of  
people. If  that be so, can we build on the ‘common’ 
factors, no matter how intangible they may seem at 
present?

Throughout all these upheavals in our history, 
what has remained a constant is the amorphous na-
ture of  our identity, of  being a Naga. There can be no 
single definition or prescription for constructing or 
de-constructing this problematic identity that we have 
been encumbered with. But we have also to admit that 
the naming ceremony was done centuries ago and we 
have legitimised it by agreeing to become Naga-land! 
So we have to go back to the idea of  the ‘intrinsic one-
ness in our way of  thinking and living’.

It is therefore clear that whatever identity we 
are trying to forge for ourselves cannot be attained 
through academic and empirical research alone which 
can at best lend some authenticity to sites of  origin and 
trails of  migration. But it will only be a historical ac-
count of  the evolution of  the Nagas through the ages. 
Today, identity formation for Nagas has to be in con-
sonance with our present circumstances and informed 
by a spirit of  inclusion of  all superficial differences; 
the diachronic discourse must include the synchronic 
paradigms that draw the Nagas together at a stage in 
the history of  mankind when the whole of  humanity 
is being inexorably propelled towards the vortex called 
globalization where identities are made, un-made and 
re-made. What we ought to do now is to exercise some 
‘intellectual flexibility’ and hold on to the essential 
values that made us what we are as a people, holding 
us together through countless generations. The envis-
aged identity has therefore to be based on the princi-
ple of  ‘oneness’ that is inclusive of  both commonal-
ity as well as differences and has to be introspective 
and inter-relational because the identity perforce will 
always be multi-layered. Only when we acknowledge 
these inalienable facts of  geography, history and cul-
ture that have imposed this pseudo-homogeneity on us 
and accept the multifaceted identity that we share as a 
people, the ‘complex fate’ being a Naga will perhaps 
no longer be so ‘complex!’
Extract from Temsula Ao, On Being a Naga Essays, 

Heritage Publishing House, 2014
(Dr. Temsula Ao is a noted Naga Academician, poet 

John 3:16 did not say “For God so loved 
the church that he gave his only begotten 
son”...It said “ For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten son”...This 
implies that it is the world that is God’s  
main focus in sending his son. The world 
therefore is the end for which the son of  
God came. We also must remember that 
the coming of  Jesus into the world was not 
an invasion of  the divine against an alien 
planet. On the contrary, the scriptures say: 
“He was in the world and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. He came to that which was 
his own, but his own did not accept him” 
(Jn. 1:10&11).

Having said that, I am not at all belit-
tling the God ordained institution of the 
church. Indeed in response to Peter’s decla-
ration that Jesus is “the Christ, the son of  
the living God” (Mat. 16:16), Jesus declared 
that upon the veracity of Peter’s statement, 
the church of God would be built, which 
even the powers of death will not be able 
to prevail against, and also that the keys 
of heaven would be given to that church 
of God in this world (Mat. 16:17-19). The 
church of God (and not a denomination) 
is in a sense the visible expression of God’s 
kingdom on earth. This institution of the 
church is where the word of God is con-

stantly preached and taught. It is also the 
place where all the holy sacraments of the 
church like baptism, marriages, funerals, 
the Lord’s Supper and many other activi-
ties like Sunday schools, youth fellowships, 
women’s fellowships and missionary works 
etc are all conducted. It is indeed a place of  
learning about God’s words and growing 
together in faith and worship.

But believers should never forget that 
the church is not the only end for which 
Jesus came into the world. We also must 
remember that the world is not inside the 
four walls of  any church. The world is in 
fact outside the church in the political, 
business, economic, and educational insti-
tutions  of  the world. And it is precisely in 
this outside world where believers are com-
missioned as “Ambassadors” to practice 
the word of  God as salt and light to the 
world (Mat. 5:13-16).

In conclusion, the battle for the estab-
lishment of  God’s kingdom is not in heav-
en. The battlefield is here in this world. The 
armor of  God to protect believers (Eph. 
6:10-18), is for battle in this world. These 
amours of  God will be useless in heaven 
because there is not going to be any more 
battles in heaven! Heaven is our future her-
itage. But earth is our present heritage. Fel-
low Christians let us therefore rise up and 
do battle for  God’s kingdom on earth- es-
pecially in Nagaland.   

The drive to be perfect in 
body, mind and career 
among today’s college stu-
dents has increased by more 

than a third over the past three dec-
ades, says a new study.

The researchers suggest that 
perfectionism entails “an irrational 
desire to achieve along with being 
overly critical of  oneself  and others.”

The study, published in the jour-
nal Psychological Bulletin, suggests 
that rise in perfectionism among 
young adults is being driven by a 
number of  factors.

For example, the data suggest 
that social media use pressures 
young adults to perfect themselves in 
comparison to others, which makes 
them dissatisfied with their bodies 
and increases social isolation. 

The drive to earn money, pres-
sure to get a good education and 
setting lofty career goals are other 
areas in which today’s young people 
exhibit perfectionism, the study said.

The researchers also pointed to 
a rise in meritocracy among millen-
nials, in which universities encour-
age competition among students to 
move up the social and economic 
ladder.

“Meritocracy places a strong 

need for young people to strive, per-
form and achieve in modern life,” 
said lead author Thomas Curran of  
University of  Bath in Britain.

“Young people are responding 
by reporting increasingly unrealistic 
educational and professional expec-
tations for themselves. As a result, 
perfectionism is rising among mil-
lennials,” Curran said.

For the study, the researchers 
analysed data from 41,641 Ameri-
can, Canadian and British college 
students from the late 1980s to 2016. 

They measured three types of  
perfectionism -- self-oriented, or an 
irrational desire to be perfect; social-
ly prescribed, or perceiving exces-
sive expectations from others; and 
other-oriented, or placing unrealistic 
standards on others.

Specifically, between 1989 and 
2016, the self-oriented perfectionism 
score increased by 10 per cent, so-
cially prescribed increased by 33 per 
cent and other-oriented increased by 
16 per cent, the study said. 

The increase in perfectionism 
may in part be affecting the psycho-
logical health of  students, said study 
co-author Andrew Hill of  York St 
John University in England.

For normal birth or 
physical development 
of  animals, regulation 
of  their size, shape, 

and number of  organs is very 
critical when embryo is devel-
oping. Researchers are trying 
to understand mechanisms that 
regulatethis process.

A team of researchers led 
by Dr. Ramkumar Sambasivan 
at the Bangalore-based Insti-
tute of  Stem Cell Biology and 
Regenerative Medicine (In-
Stem) has shown how a genetic 
switch controls development of  
organs and body plan of  ani-
mals. 

The team used mouse 
model for this study and has 
found that when a gene called 
Tbx6 was mutated in mouse 
embryos, it led to development 
of  five spinal cords instead of  
one seen in normal embryos. 
The extra spinal cords were 
formed at the expense of  a tis-
sue, which in normal course 
would have given rise to mus-
cles and skeleton, according to 
results of  the study published 

in journal Development.
“The novel observation in 

mutants highlighted the im-
portant role of  Tbx6 and led 
us to investigate the connec-
tion between spinal cord and 
muscle-skeleton development,” 
explained Alok Javali, a mem-
ber of  the research team.

Earlier studies had shown 
that during embryonic devel-
opment of  vertebrates, the 
axial growth is contributed by 
a small number of  stem cells 
called neuro-mesoderm pro-
genitors (NMPs). These cells 
generate spinal cord (neural tis-
sue) as well as muscle-skeleton 
system (mesodermal tissue). 
However, it was not clearhow 
NMPs with dual potential end 
up making a particular choice.

“We were trying to generate 
NMP-like cells in the dish from 
embryonic stem cells and made 
a surprising find that these cells 
express Tbx6. This led us to 
hunt for similar populations in 
developing embryos,” added 
Aritra Misra, another co-au-
thor of  the paper.

Researchers observed Tbx6 
expression in NMPs in mouse 
embryos. They found that the 
gene is specifically expressed in 
NMPsfated to become meso-
derm, which goes on to make 
muscle and skeleton. When 
Tbx6 is absent (in the case of  
mutant embryos), instead of  
giving rise to both mesoderm 
and spinal cord, NMPs make 
only spinal cord, resulting in 
extra spinal cords. This means 

Tbx6 is critical in regulating 
‘fate choice’ of  NMP stem 
cells.

“Studying bizarre mutants 
with multiple limbs or heads 
or spinal cords is not driven 
by caprice, but is rather an im-
portant exercise in elucidating 
how nature generates tissues 
and organs during embryonic 
development. This knowledge 
could possibly be harnessed to 
design methods in the repair 

or regeneration of  damaged 
tissues such as in spinal cord 
injuries in patients,” said Dr. 
Ramkumar, who is a recipient 
of  the DBT-Ramalingaswami 
Fellowship.

The research team includ-
ed Alok Javali, Aritra Misra, 
Karolis Leonavicius, Debalina 
Acharyya, Bhakti Vyas and 
Ramkumar Sambasivan. The 
study was funded by the De-
partment of  Biotechnology. 

Christmas, the World 
and the Church

Perfectionism Among Young 
People Rises by Over 30%

Scientists Find Genetic Switch That Decides Fate of Embryonic Stem Cells



EASTERN MIRROR | Dimapur, Friday, January 5, 2018

7 

Nitin Sethi | scroll.in

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Someone close 
to you might not be feeling very well, Aries, 
and you might feel the need to remain nearby 
and take care of  this person. By all means do 

this. However, bear in mind that your empathic abilities 
are operating at a very high level today, and therefore you 
could actually experience some of  their discomfort. Be 
sure to protect yourself  psychically by keeping the white 
light around you if  you want to avoid feeling ill yourself.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A goal that 
you may have been working toward for a long 
time might still seem very distant right now, 
Taurus. Therefore, today you could actually 

find yourself  giving up on it. This doesn’t imply that what 
you want will never happen. In fact, sometimes letting go 
of  a dream can actually cause it to manifest. Remember 
this when you start to brood on your lack of  success so 
far. All is not hopeless!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A member 
of  your household may be having troubles, 
Gemini, and therefore you might consider stay-
ing home from work in order to help them get 

through it all. Nonetheless, you have career responsibili-
ties that you need to fulfill. Whether to stay home or go 
to work may be a difficult decision to make today, but be 
sure you weigh all possible factors. Probably your house-
mate will insist that all is well and send you to work.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): An important 
career concern could require considerable ef-
fort on your part today in order to enable you to 
advance whatever it is you’re trying to accom-

plish, Cancer. At some point during the day, you may be 
plagued by doubts as to your ability to do this. However, 
don’t let this cause you to panic. All you need is to muster 
a little energy and stay focused on the task at hand. Believe 
that today you’re capable of accomplishing wonders.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A trip that you 
wanted to take may have to be postponed, Leo, 
probably for financial reasons. You’ll want to 
make the journey in the company of  someone 

who’s financially strapped right now. This could be disap-
pointing, but remember that this is only a delay. You’ll be 
able to have your vacation at a later date. Don’t be afraid 
to start making the arrangements. By that time, your 
friend should have the money.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The need to com-
plete an important task could have you mustering 
a far higher level of self-control than you’re used 
to, Virgo. Perseverance and determination could 

dominate your mood, and therefore you could accomplish 
wonders. However, be sure to take breaks occasionally, and 
remember to relax from time to time. Above all, don’t be so 
focused on your work that you forget to eat. Your work will 
only suffer if  you neglect your body. Pace yourself!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A business or 
romantic partner could be in a rather schizoid 
mood today, Libra. You’ll probably spend a 
lot of  time together, and during the course of  

the day your friend could jump between enthusiasm and 
gloom. This could drive you crazy, as you won’t know 
how to respond. All you can do is make sure all attention 
stays focused on the issues at hand. This changeability 
should burn out by the end of  the day.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Generally, 
you tend to be rather ingenious where work 
is concerned, Scorpio, but today you may feel 
that the fountain of innovation has totally dried 

up. No matter how hard you try, you probably won’t be 
able to muster any new ideas whatsoever. Chances are your 
biorhythms are low, and therefore your mind is working at 
a slower pace than usual. Concentrate on routine tasks to-
day. By tomorrow your ingenuity should be back on track.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A crisis 
of  values may confront you today, Sagittarius. 
Someone you care about might need you to do 
something for them that you don’t feel comfort-

able doing, and this could put you in a tough spot. You 
probably won’t want to do it, but your friend needs your 
help. Consider every possible contingency before saying 
yes or no. Reflect on how the results could affect both you 
and your friend. Only in this way can you really be fair.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you might feel a little gloomy without know-
ing why, Capricorn, and you could spend a lot 
of  time trying to find a reason. There probably 

isn’t any concrete reason. It’s likely that you’re simply re-
sponding to low biorhythms. This is, therefore, a great day 
to go for a workout. This way you can get the endorphins 
going and feel a lot better by late afternoon. Then you 
should actually feel like going out and having some fun.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A close friend 
or love partner you haven’t seen for a while 
could finally make arrangements to see you, 
Aquarius. You therefore could spend much of  

the day in a great mood, looking forward to the encounter 
ahead. You’ll have a lot of fascinating information to share. 
It might be a good idea, however, to cut your visit a little 
shorter than you’d like and make arrangements for another 
meeting. Otherwise, you might get too tired.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The house might 
seem rather empty today, Pisces, as most of  the 
other members of  your household are probably 
out and about. This is, however, a good time 

for you to take care of  some projects of  your own that 
you’ve been putting off. They might be tedious and rather 
boring, but think how good you’ll feel when they’re final-
ly done! In the evening you might entertain some visitors. 
Enjoy your day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

It isn’t only companies that have been 
allowed to make anonymous dona-
tions to political parties through 
electoral bonds. The fine print of  the 

scheme announced by the Finance Minis-
try on Thursday also allows individuals, 
groups of  individuals, NGOs, religious 
and other trusts, Hindu Undivided Family 
units and all other entities recognised by 
law can do so too, without disclosing their 
identities.

As a result, Indians will not be able to 
identify which individuals, charitable and 
religious trusts have even bought the elec-
toral bonds and to whom they have made 
donations. This is ironic, considering that 
the Bharatiya Janata Party government in 
Feburary 2017 had announced the electoral 
bond plan as a way to increase transparency 
in political funding.

Under the scheme, entities that want 
to make donations to political parties can 
bonds from the State Bank of  India. They 
can then gift them to registered political 
parties. The parties will then convert these 
bonds into money via their bank accounts.

Under Indian law, individuals, NGOs 
and charitable and religious trusts do not 
have to put their annual accounts in public 
domain, even though they do file returns 
along with their accounts to the authorities. 
As a consequence, only the government, its 
various agencies and the banks would know 
about these donations.

Only companies and limited liability 
partnerships are required to put information 
about their income, expenditure and their 
balance sheets in the public domain. But 
they are currently not required to specifically 
disclose how much money they spend on 
electoral bonds in a year. Even if  they were 
to have to do so, it would not be possible 
to get collated information about the dona-
tions of  all companies in a single place: each 
company’s annual filings with their balance 
sheets and accounts would have to be indi-
vidually scanned.

Thursday’s Finance Ministry notifi-
cation has listed 52 branches of  the State 
Bank of  India across the 26 states and Un-
ion territories from which bonds could be 
purchased during four window periods. 
The bonds will be available in denomina-
tions of  Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 10 lakh, 
and Rs 1 crore. The bonds can be purchased 
only through cheques, demand drafts and 
electronic transfer of  funds. They cannot be 
bought in cash.

The formal notification for the bonds 
includes a form with details that purchasers 
will have to fill, which includes their income 
tax identification number and address. But 
the form does not require the purchaser to 
attach proof  of  their identity and address un-
less required under the existing Know Your 
Customer or KYC norms that bank impose 
under Prevention of  Money Laundering 
Act, 2002. These regulations do not require 
customers without accounts at the branch to 
give proof  of  their identity for transactions 
below Rs 50,000.

Some criticism
Some experts have noted that even though 
electoral bonds provide a route for anony-
mous donations, they do at least block peo-
ple and entities from donating black money. 
But others contend that the lack of  trans-
parency and public disclosure inherent in 
the scheme could help entities route money 
through shell companies to political parties.

“Through bonds, the government seeks 
to create a new form of currency for the sole 
purpose of  conducting transactions exclusive-
ly between any person and eligible political 
parties,” said Venkatesh Nayak, Programme 
Coordinator for Access to Information at 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative. 
“When read with the related amendments to 
the Companies Act, 2013, which will kick in 
on April 1, 2018, the bonds have the potential 
to become a preferred route for channelising 
ill-gotten monies into political parties without 
having to reveal the identity of  the donor to 
anybody but the designated bank .”

He added: “As there is no statutory duty 
anymore for political parties to record the 
identity of  an electoral bond donor poten-
tially, even criminals and money launder-
ers can buy bonds and have them delivered 
to the political party headquarters through 
their chauffeurs.”

Trusts and associations or simply a 
“body of  individuals” as understood in the 
Income Tax Act formed solely for the pur-
pose of  routing funds to a political party of  
choice could pool in money and buy these 
bonds, Nayak contended.

Among other opposition parties, the In-

dian National Congress too has opposed the 
electoral bonds.

Rajeev Gowda, Congress member of  
parliament who heads the party’s research 
wing, said that the Finance Bill, 2017, had 
surreptitiously removed key safeguards for 
accountability of  donations from compa-
nies to political parties. Previously, he said, 
companies could only donate up to 7.5% of  
their average three-year net profit to political 
parties each year. The 2017-’18 budget also 
did away with other safeguards to ensure 
companies donating money are profit mak-
ing and do so with the formal approval of  
their board.

“The scheme fails three main tests: of  

clean money, transparency and fairness,” 
Gowda claimed. “Now any individual, as-
sociation, trust or company can route black 
money through the banking system under 
severely compromised extant KYC norms, 
and only the ruling party will know about 
it. Neither the opposition or the public will 
have any clue about the massive corruption, 
coercion and quid-pro-quo lobbying this 
move will unleash.”

The Congress in July 2017 had mooted 
state funding of  elections. “We want genuine 
electoral reforms like public funding in con-
junction with Right To Information Act for 
finances of  political parties must be ushered 
in,” Gowda said.

1. Nagaland state was created 
not on the basis of  population or 
territory but out of  administrative 
necessity on tribal considerations, 
on political grounds, and to meet the 
sentiments and aspirations of  Naga 
people. If  we talk about population 
and territory for creation of  a dis-
trict, in that case few or none of  the 
districts of  Nagaland is qualified be-
cause the whole of  Nagaland State 
population is less than one district’s 
population in UP and Bihar. All 12 
districts in Nagaland were created 
purely out of  necessity, not on the 
basis of  population and territory nor 
number of  MLA seats. In the same 
way, Tseminyu sub-division be up-
graded to District Headquarters on 
grounds of necessity and on tribal 
considerations like in other cases.

2. When the Naga Hills districts 
was created with its headquarters 
at Samaguting (Chumukedima) in 
1866, Rengma was the backbone 
for formation of  the district because 
major portions of  Naga Hills district 
territory was Rengma’s land. That 
point of  time, the district consisted 
only five Naga tribes, viz 1. Rengma 
2. Zeliang 3. Angami 4. Lotha 5. 
Sema. All four tribes have now their 
own districts except Rengma tribe. If 
there was no Naga Hills district in 
1866 there would be no Nagaland 
state today.

3. Rengma like other Naga tribes 
have equally contributed for the 
cause of  Nagas if  not more. Dur-
ing the First World War, Naga Hills 
sent 2000 labour corps to France, 
and Rengmas alone were 200 corps 
for the service of  the Nation. Nagas 
returned home from Europe and 
formed Naga Club in 1918 to raise 
Naga voice to outside world, there 
Rengma tribe was one of  the found-
er members of  the Club. Mr. Nrilo 
Rengma, Dobashi was its member. 
Naga Club was the first Naga com-
mon organization which submitted 
the memorandum to Simon Com-
mission on 10th January, 1929 to 
exclude the Naga Hills from the 
proposed Reforms scheme where 

Mr. Rusilo Rengma, Dobashi was 
one of the signatories of the memo-
randum. That was the first Naga 
memorandum submitted to the Gov-
ernment for Naga common welfare. 
Rengmas are second to none for the 
cause of Naga people. Nagas got 
statehood because of  their struggle 
since the formation of  Naga Club in 
1918.

4. After World War-II, on the 
advice of  Mr. C.R.Pawsey, the Dep-
uty Commissioner of  Naga Hills 
District, the Naga leaders, mostly 
Govt. servants, met in April 1945 
at Kohima and formed Naga Hills 
District Tribal Council to have Naga 
unity for Naga cause. Mr. Mayang-
nokcha Ao became its first President 
and Mr. P.Sentsi Rengma, the Joint 
Secretary. This Naga Hills District 
Tribal Council (NHDTC) was the 
second Naga common organization 
after Naga Club. Rengmas were one 
of the founder members of NH-
DTC.

When NHDTC held its sec-
ond meeting at Wokha in 1946 and 
changed its nomenclature into Naga 
National Council with the same of-
fice bearers of  the NHDTC except 
its President, Mr. Mayangnokcha 
Ao who resigned and in his place 
Mr. T.Aliba was elected. Mr. P. 
Sentsi Rengma held the same office 
of  Joint Secretary and Mr. Whenha 
Rengma who later became the first 
Ato Kilonser of  FGN was its execu-
tive member. Thus Rengma tribe 
was one of the founders of NNC.

5. When ten Naga tribes repre-
sentatives mostly NNC talked about 
the Naga issue with Sir Akbar Hy-
dari, Governor of  Assam in July 
1947 at Kohima and arrived at ‘Nine 
Point Agreement’ (Hydari Agree-
ment) with him, Rengma repre-
sentative Mr. Whenha Rengma was 
there in the talk. We have worked 
faithfully for Naga common cause.

6. NNC President, A.Z. Phizo, 
began the Naga National move-
ment from Rengma’s land by hoist-
ing the first Naga National flag at 
Parshen in Rengma area on 22nd 

March, 1956 by declaring Nagaland 
as a sovereign nation. As a result, 
hundreds of  Rengmas lost their 
lives, and villages were burnt down 
into ashes and some villages were 
burnt down several times. The Naga 
National Movement gained its mo-
mentum on ground and spread its 
movement throughout Naga inhab-
ited areas after hoisting Naga Na-
tional flag in Rengma area. Naga 
National flag was made by four 
Rengma women of Sendenyu vil-
lage on the advice of A.Z.Phizo 
which was first used at Parshen 
on the first day of celebration of 
the Naga Republic. Rengmas have 
contributed and sacrificed upto our 
maximum for the common cause of  
the Nagas.

7. When Naga People’s Conven-
tion made its 16 Point Agreement 
with the Government of  India in 
July, 1960 and created ‘Nagaland’ 
as the sixteenth state of  the Indian 
Union, Rengma tribe was a signa-
tory of  the agreement. Mr. P.Sentsi 
Rengma was a signatory as Rengma 
representative. All signatory tribes 
were rewarded with district except 
the Rengma tribe which is yet to be 
rewarded a district.

8. When we talk about MLA 
seats, Rengma had two MLA seats 
during interim government from 
1961-1963. Mr. Riga Thong and 
Mr. Lothi Semy were interim body 
members. However, in the first Na-
galand General elections, 1964, one 
seat was deprived from Rengma 
tribe for no valid reason. However, 
Delimitation Commission of  India 
proposed two MLA seats for the 
Rengma tribe in 2003 in their Draft 
proposal based on tribal population 
which is yet to materialize.

9. Naga tribes under the Naga 
Hills District were on six tribes viz. 
Angami, Zeliang, Rengma, Sema, 
Lotha and Ao and there were only 
two administrative headquarters 
for administration of  Naga Hills – 
Deputy Commissioner at Kohima 
and SDO(C) at Mokokchung. To as-
sist these two administrative centres, 

the Govt. created the post of  Bench 
Court Chairman for the four remain-
ing tribes – Lotha, Sema, Rengma 
and Zeliang. 

The Bench Court Chairmen 
were as follows:-

a. Bench Court Chairman, Wok-
ha, 1945 – now District.

b. Bench Court Chairman, Zun-
heboto, 1947 – now District.

c. Bench Court Chairman, 
Tseminyu, 1948 – still sub-
division.

d. Bench Court Chairman, Per-
en, 1949 – now District.

10. Tseminyu SDPDB has ap-
proved for creation of  Tseminyu 
District and forwarded to the 
Govt. of  Nagaland on 18th March, 
2016. Ref. No. GA/TSNU/SDP-
DB-1/2011-12/12-16.

Tseminyu is the fifth adminis-
trative headquarter of Naga Hills 
but still remains a sub-division. 
Tseminyu administrative head-
quarter in now 69 years old, most 
deserving sub-division to be upgrad-
ed to district.

11. Chronology of Tseminyu 
administrative Headquarter:-

i. 18-06-1948 : Rengma Bench 
Court under Deputy Commis-
sioner, Naga Hills, Assam.

ii. 05-08-1956 : Political Asst. to 
Deputy Commissioner, Naga 
Hills, Kohima, Assam.

iii. 19-05-1958 : Circle Officer un-
der Naga Hills Tuensang Area

iv. 19-04-1959 : Assistant Commis-
sioner – II (AC-II) under Naga 
Hills Tuensang Area.

v. 10-04-1966 : Extra Assistant 
Commissioner (EAC) under 
Kohima District.

vi. 26-01-1981 : Sub-Divisional 
Officer Civil, SDO(C), under 
Kohima District.

vii. 18-06-1991 : Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC) HQ 
under Kohima District.

Generally, new districts are cre-
ated for administrative convenience 
or ease of  administration so that 
the distance between the district 
headquarters and remote areas are 
shortened, which in turn helps with 
better implementation and monitor-
ing of  government schemes and pro-
grammes and also maintaining law 
and order in remote areas. Districts 
can be also split or created based 
on the demographics, historical sig-
nificance, or various socio-cultural 
factors. It is clear that creation of  
new districts all over the country 
have no fixed criteria, differing from 
region to region. So also the same 
applies to the state of Nagaland 
where creation of new districts are 
purely based on the merit of each 
case coupled with political will and 
necessity, with no fixed standard 
criteria adopted or notified by the 
government.

Longleng sub-division having a 
population of  50,854 (as per 2011 
census) among other sub-divisions 
in the state of  Nagaland and most 
recently, Noklak sub-division were 
upgraded to districts out of  politi-
cal and administrative necessities, 
the recognition and the consequent 
reward of  which the Rengma people 
completely acknowledge, congratu-
late and wish for development and 
prosperity to follow the creation of  
district. 

In the like and manner on the 

basis of  which other districts in N 
agaland were created and more im-
portantly in acknowledgement and 
recognition of  the unique historical, 
demographic, administrative and 
tribal considerations of  Tseminyu-
sub division having a population of  
56,844 (as per 2011 Census) and of  
the Rengma tribe, there appears to 
be no concrete reason why Tsem-
inyu sub-division should not be con-
ferred the same status and recogni-
tion. Thus, Tseminyu sub-division 
be upgraded to a full-fledged Dis-
trict in line with the government 
policy to bring administration to 
the doorstep. 

The Rengmas also acknowledge 
the action of  the Nagaland govern-
ment for creation of  EAC HQ to 
one village- Khezhakeno, based on 
its historical importance in the his-
tory of  Nagas. In the same manner, 
Tseminyu ADC HQ be upgraded to 
District Headquarter on grounds of 
unique historical importance and 
significance of Tseminyu adminis-
trative HQ, the 5th administrative 
headquarter position in the then 
Naga Hills District, and the dis-
tinct background and history of the 
Rengma tribe. 

The Rengma Hobo, on behalf 
of the Rengmas, hope that the 
Government of Nagaland will rec-
ognize and consider our genuine 
demand and upgrade Tseminyu 
sub¬division to a District Head-
quarter in the best interest of the 
general public for which we shall 
remain ever grateful. 

Issued by: Rengma Hoho in the 
interest of  public.

The Fine Print: Groups of Individuals, NGOs Can 
Buy Electoral Bonds Without Public Disclosure

The scheme could help entities route black money to political parties through shell companies, experts fear.

Sl. 
No.

Name of the Administrative 
HQ.

Total No. of 
recognized 
villages

Total No. of 
unrecognized 
villages

Total No. of 
Townships

Total No. of 
Households

Total 
Population

1. Tseminyu Sub-Division 38 3 3 9,152 56,844

2. EAC HQ Tsogin 7 - 1 1,118 5,528

3. Tseminyu HQ Sadar 31 3 2 8,034 51,316

4. RD Block Chunlikha 13 4 1 3,199 28,608

5. Tseminyu HQ Sadar 18 2 2 4,831 22,708

Indranil Mukherjee/AFP



Three Indian girls rescued from 
Kenya— Sushma
New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj on Thursday said that three Indian and 
seven Nepalese girls, who were victims of trafficking, 
have been rescued from Kenya. “We have rescued three 
Indian girls from Kenya. The girls were victims of an 
organised crime syndicate that indulged in trafficking... 
Seven Nepalese girls were also rescued. Their passports 
and phones were taken and they were held captive in 
Mombasa,” the Minister tweeted. “We have flown our 
girls back to India. We are sharing details with the Punjab 
government so that a case is registered against the agents 
and people involved.  “I appreciate the efforts of Indian 
High Commissioner in Kenya Suchitra Durai... We 
thank the Kenyan Police for their help,” she said.

Man, son arrested for ‘honour 
killing’ in Jharkhand 
Jamshedpur, Jan. 4 (PTI): The father and brother of  a 
teenager, who was hacked to death in an alleged case of  
honour killing, have been arrested at Galudih, 40 km 
from here, in East Singhbhum district of  Jharkhand, 
police said today. Dasrath Mahato (55) and his son 
Rajkishore Mahato (22) were arrested yesterday for 
killing the girl on January 1 over her alleged affair with 
a youth outside her caste, Deputy Superintendent of  
Police (Musaboni) Ajit Kumar Vimal said. The victim, 
Niyati Mahato, was allegedly having an affair with a 
youth from a Bengali community, he said. “When the 
girl visited the youth’s place on January 1, his father 
called up Dasrath to inform about her,” Vimal said.
Soon after, Dasrath, accompanied by his son, visited 
the youth’s home to fetch Niyati. The duo was sent to 
jail today and the process to produce them before a 
local court was underway, the officer added.

Gangster killed in UP police encounter
Lucknow, Jan. 4 (IANS): A wanted criminal, 
carrying a bounty on his head, was killed in a police 
encounter in Uttar Pradesh’s Bulandshahr around 
midnight, police said on Thursday. Satveer aka Sattu, 
who carried a reward of  Rs 50,000, was killed by the 
police near the Walipura canal. Senior Superintendent 
of  Police (SSP) Muniraj G. and SP (City) Praveen 
Ranjan had a close shave as the bullets fired by Satveer 
hit both of  them. However, they managed to escape 
unhurt as they were wearing bullet-proof  jackets, 
police said. An accomplice of  the gangster managed 
to escape taking advantage of  the darkness and fog.  
A manhunt was on to nab him. A police officer said 
that the criminals were planning to strike big but were 
intercepted.  Satveer was a native of  Aligarh and 
had been involved in many dacoities in the region in 
the past two years. The encounter comes a day after 
another dreaded criminal Sabir, who carried a reward 
of  Rs one lakh on him, was killed in a gun battle with 
the police in Shamli district. A constable Ankit was 
also killed in the same encounter.

Four of family charred in Mumbai fire 
 Mumbai, Jan. 4 (IANS): Four members of  a family, 
including two children, were charred after a fire broke 
out as they slept in a residential building in Andheri 
East area of  Mumbai. A least five others were brought 
out injured from the fire that broke out at 2 a.m. in 
Marol’s Maimun Manzil at the sprawling Dawoodi 
Bohra Colony, the BMC Disaster Control said. The 
deceased were identified as: Sakina A. Kapasi (14), 
Mohsin A. Kapasi (10), Tasleem A. Kapasi (42) and 
a senior citizen, Dawood Ali Kapasi (80). They were 
all residing in a flat on the third floor of  the four-storey 
building. Some members of  the neighbouring family 
of  Kotharis also sustained injuries in the fire and 
were being treated. They are: as Ibrahim Kothari (57), 
Sakina Kothari (53), Hussain Kothari (26) and Hafiza 
Kothari (21). Of  the four, Ibrahim was admitted 
to the Intensive Care Unit of  Cooper Hospital. 
Another injured woman, Zara Cutlerywalla (42) was 
discharged after treatment. The cause of  the fire was 
not yet known but short-circuit in the electrical fittings 
has not been ruled out. Fire Brigade officials said the 
blaze engulfed the flat from all four sides, trapping the 
ill-fated Kapasi family. 

BSF kills intruder along IB; 
destroys 2 Pak posts 
Jammu, Jan. 4 (PTI): BSF troops today foiled an 
infiltration bid and killed an intruder along the 
International Border in Jammu district. Troops 
observed movement of  two-three persons along the IB 
near Nikowal Border Out Post (BoP) in Arnia sector 
around 0545 hours, IG BSF, Jammu frontier, Ram 
Awtar told PTI. They challenged them and opened fire 
resulting in the death of  one intruder, he said adding, 
the deceased was in his thirties. The other intruders 
managed to escape, he said. The force also destroyed 
two Pakistani posts in retaliation to the killing of  its 
jawan in unprovoked firing. Two Pakistani mortar 
positions were “located, targeted and destroyed by 
BSF troopers yesterday night only. The coordinated 
precision fire of  BSF troopers silenced Pakistani 
guns,” a BSF spokesman said. Yesterday, a BSF jawan 
was killed in unprovoked firing by Pakistan, the first 
this year, in Samba sector of  Jammu and the force had 
since then launched retaliatory fire.
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New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): The dead-
lock on the triple talaq bill in the Rajya 
Sabha continued on Thursday with the 
opposition insisting on its reference to 
a Select Committee for detailed scru-
tiny and the government rejecting the 
demand.

With no agreement, the govern-
ment placed the bill in the bottom of  
priority in the list of  business, which 
the opposition strongly objected to 
and demanded that its motions for 
referring the bill to a Select Committee 
be taken up immediately. As Deputy 
Chairman P.J. Kurien pleaded help-
lessness on the ground that the listing 
of  business was the government’s 
priority and decided to go ahead with 
a bill on GST, opposition members cre-
ated an uproar, forcing him to adjourn 
the House for the day.

It now remains to be seen whether 
the government lists the Muslim Wom-
en (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill, 2017, which seeks to criminalise 
instant divorce by uttering talaq thrice, 
for consideration on Friday -- the last 
day of the winter session.

Earlier, the opposition wanted 
the Chair to put the motions moved 
by Congress leader Anand Sharma 
and Trinamool Congress member 
Sukhendu Shekar Roy for reference 
of  the legislation to a proposed Select 
Committee be put to vote immedi-
ately.

They contended that before the 
House adjourned on Wednesday, a divi-
sion was to be taken and so the Rajya 
Sabha should pick up the thread from 
where it was left.

After some discussion, the two sides 
agreed to conduct a short-duration 
discussion on the economy and take 
up the matter regarding triple talaq bill 
after that. 

After Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley’s reply to the discussion, the opposi-
tion returned to its demand for a vote 
on the two motions.

Jaitley, who is also Leader of  
the House, raised questions over the 
validity of  the two motions saying 
the statutory requirement of 24 hours 
advance notice was not given and that 
the proposed committee was not rep-

resentative in character.
Citing earlier rulings, he said a 

parliamentary panel has to represent 
the character of  the House and be a 
“microcosm of the House”.

Jaitley also said the work of a Select 
Committee was to improve a bill and 
a “saboteur” cannot be a part of  the 
panel and as such was disqualified to 
be a part of it.

Intervening, Sharma said even 
when he had moved the resolution on 
Wednesday he had said in writing that 
the names of BJP and NDA MPs could 
be included in the proposed panel.  
Sharma demanded that under Rule 
131 an unfinished business has to be 
finished first.

Trinamool’s Roy said the matter 
came to the House on Wednesday 
because the government was not agree-
able to reference of the bill to a Select 
Committee during a discussion in the 
Business Advisory Committee. “I am 
open to getting government members 
in the committee.”

Kurien brushed aside Jaitley’s ob-
jections saying the two motions have 
been allowed by the Chairman and he 
had no powers to change the decision.

The Deputy Chairman said if there 
were technical defects in the motion, 
the Secretariat should have gone into it 
but once admitted by the Chairman, he 
cannot do anything about it. 

Now that the motions have been 
moved in the House, they have become 
the property of  the Rajya Sabha and 
only members have the right to decide 
on their fate. On 24 hours advance 
notice, he read out a rule which pre-
scribed a day’s notice but also left it to 
the discretion of the Chairman whether 
to admit it earlier.

However, after giving the ruling, 
Kurien said on priority in finalising the 
list of business, the government has the 
final say and cannot give precedence to 
triple talaq bill over a GST legislation 
listed before that.

This led to heated exchanges be-
tween Derek O’Brien of the Trinamool 
Congress and Information and Broad-
casting Minister Smriti Irani, leading to 
uproar that forced the adjournment of  
the House for the day.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): The 
Delhi High Court on Thursday com-
muted to life imprisonment the death 
sentence of  two convicts accused 
of murdering in 2009 IT executive 
Jigisha Ghosh.

Justice S. Murlidhar and Justice 
I.S. Mehta modified the death sen-
tence awarded to Ravi Kapoor and 
Amit Shukla by the trial court and 
said they would serve life imprison-
ment. “Having carefully considered 
the entire case from all perspectives, 
the court is not satisfied that the 
crime here can be characterised as 
‘rarest of  rare’ that warrants the 
award of the death penalty for Ka-
poor and Shukla,” the High Court 
said.  “The Court accordingly modi-
fies the sentence awarded to Kapoor 
and Shukla for the offence under 
sections 302/34 IPC (murder with 
common intention) to one of  im-
prisonment for life,” the judges said.

The two death row convicts had 
challenged the trial court’s conviction 

and sentence. The trial court had 
sentenced a third offender, Baljeet 
Malik, to life imprisonment for his 
good conduct in jail.

On July 14, 2016, the trial court 
held them guilty of the murder.

“What is proved beyond doubt 
is that all of  them were involved in 
the crime. Therefore, to differentiate, 
as the trial court has done, between 
the accused by awarding the death 
penalty to two of them may also not 
be justified,” said the court.

The bench said that in any event 
the behaviour of  a prisoner during 
his term as an under trial cannot be a 
sufficient marker for his potential for 
reform and rehabilitation.

“...It might be unsafe to con-
clusively determine, even while the 
prisoner is an under trial, that his 
conduct in prison can indicate his 
capacity for reformation. Such a de-
termination would require observing 
the prisoner over some period of time 
separated sufficiently in time and 

circumstance,” said the bench.
The High Court said that proved 

circumstances point “unerringly” to 
the guilt of the accused. The 28-year-
old Operations Manager at Hewitt 
Associates in Noida was abducted af-
ter an office car dropped her around 
4 a.m. near her Delhi home. The 
trial court had said she was killed in 
a “cold-blooded, inhuman and cruel 
manner” and “brutally mauled to 
death”.

It had said that the “magnitude 
and brutality” exhibited by the three 
made the case “rarest of  rare”, 
warranting capital punishment for 
Kapoor and Shukla. Ghosh was also 
robbed of  her gold jewellery, two 
mobile phones and debit and credit 
cards. Her body was found near 
Surajkund in Haryana, about 20 km 
from her Vasant Vihar home.

The police had arrested the three 
within a week following digital foot-
prints after the suspects used Ghosh’s 
ATM cards to buy expensive goggles, 

wrist watches and shoes at Sarojini 
Nagar Market in Delhi.

Malik’s hand tattoo busted the 
gang as the surveillance camera at 
a shop captured the image when the 
three were out shopping. The trial 
court had held the three guilty under 
several sections of the Indian Penal 
Code, including murder, abducting 
for murder, destruction of evidence, 
voluntarily causing hurt in commit-
ting robbery, forgery for purpose 
of cheating and using as genuine a 
forged document.

However, the charge of criminal 
conspiracy could not be proved 
against them. In June 2009, the 
police had filed the chargesheet in 
the case stating that Ghosh’s post-
mortem report had revealed that she 
was killed by smothering. The trial in 
the case began in April 2010.

The three were also facing trial 
for the murder of  TV journalist 
Soumya Viswanathan, killed a year 
before Ghosh.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  4 
(PTI): India today re-
buffed Pakistan for carry-
ing out “propagandistic 
exercises” by putting out 
“coerced” statements by 
Kulbhushan Jadhav on 
video, and said such ac-
tions by Islamabad carry 
no credibility.

The hard-hitting re-
sponse by India came 
after the Pakistan for-
eign ministry put out a 
video of  Jadhav in which 
the 47-year-old Indian is 
purportedly asking India 
why it was “lying” that 
he was not working for 
an intelligence agency.

“This does not come 
as a surprise. Pakistan 
is simply continuing its 
practice of  putting out 
coerced statements on 
video. It is time for them 
to realise that such propa-
gandistic exercises sim-

ply carry no credibility,” 
external affairs ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar said.

Jadhav also claimed 
in the video that the Pa-
kistan government was 
taking good care of  him.

Reacting sharply, Ku-
mar said, “The absurd-
ity of  a captive under 
duress certifying his own 
welfare while mouthing 
allegations of  his captors 
clearly merits no com-
ment.” 

He also said that Pa-
kistan is best advised to 
fulfil its international 
obligations, whether it 
pertains to consular rela-
tions or UNSC resolu-
tions 1267 and 1373 on 
terrorism, and to desist 
from continuing viola-
tions of  human rights of  
an Indian national.

The video was re-

leased days after India 
had hit out at Pakistan 
for violating understand-
ings over the Jadhav-fam-
ily meet and raised ques-
tions about the Indian 
national’s well being.

India had also assert-
ed that Jadhav appeared 
coerced and under con-
siderable stress during 
the tightly-controlled in-
teraction on December 
25 at the Pakistan For-
eign Office.

During the meeting, 
whose pictures were re-
leased by Pakistan, Jad-
hav was seen sitting be-
hind a glass screen while 
his mother and wife sat 
on the other side.

 They spoke through 
an intercom device and 
the  ent i re  40-minute 
proceedings appeared to 
have been recorded on 
video.

Mumbai, Jan. 4 (IANS): Angry 
protests erupted and anti-govern-
ment slogans were raised here on 
Thursday as the police abruptly 
refused permission for a conven-
tion to be attended by Gujarat 
Dalit legislator Jignesh Mevani 
and JNU student leader Umar 
Khalid Confirming the develop-
ment, a Mumbai police spokes-

person said that the permission 
has been denied for the Chhatra 
Bharati’s All India National Stu-
dents Summit scheduled in Vile 
Parle, but declined to assign any 
reasons.

Official sources said that 
the refusal for the Left-oriented 
student body meet came in the 
wake of  prohibitory orders im-

Bangkok, Jan. 4 (IANS): External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Thurs-
day held a meeting with Thai Minister 
of  Foreign Affairs Don Pramudwinai 
and discussed a range of  bilateral issues.

In a tweet, External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said: 
“Keeping up with the growing momen-
tum of  bilateral relationship, Sushma 
Swaraj discussed issues of  connectivity, 
security and cultural cooperation with 
Pramudwinai”.

Earlier in the day, Sushma Swaraj 
arrived here on the first leg of  a three-
nation tour that will also take her to 
Indonesia and Singapore.

During her two-day visit to Thailand, 
Sushma Swaraj will also hold delegation-
level talks with Pramudwinai.

According to the External Affairs 
Ministry, all aspects of  bilateral relations 
will be discussed with particular focus on 
political, defence and economic ties and 
on further enhancing India’s engagement 
with the Association of  Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) countries.

Thailand will take over from Viet-
nam the role of  coordinator country for 
India-Asean relations from the middle 
of  this year.

Sushma Swaraj will also share with 
her interlocutors information about the 
upcoming Asean-India Commemora-
tive Summit that marks 25 years since 
the establishment of  Dialogue Partner-
ship between India and the regional 
bloc.

In a unique first, the leaders of  the 
Asean countries are expected to attend 
this year’s Republic Day celebrations 
collectively as chief  guests.

PTI

Police personnel deployed at Bhaidas Hall at Vile Parle in Mumbai on Thursday.

Beijing, Jan. 4 (PTI): Indian 
Ambassador to China Gau-
tam Bambawale today held 
talks with Guo Yezhou, Vice 
Minister, International Depart-
ment of  the ruling Communist 
Party, amid efforts by the two 
nations to improve their ties 
post-Dokalam.

Guo is the senior most vice 
minister of  the international 
department of  the CPC which 
plays key role in policy for-
mulations of  China’s external 
relations.

The details of  the meeting 
were immediately not avail-
able.

Bambawale, a seasoned 
diplomat who till recently 
served as high commissioner 
to Pakistan, assumed charge as 

India’s ambassador to China 
last month.

The meeting took place as 
a high-level Chinese delegation 
headed by Meng Xiangfeng, a 
close confidant of  President 
Xi Jinping and the Deputy 
Director of  the General Office 
of  the CPC Central Commit-
tee, is currently visiting India 
under an exchange programme 
with the Ministry of  External 
Affairs.

The exchanges between the 
CPC and the MEA followed 
the visits of  Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and top 
Chinese diplomat Yang Jiechi 
to New Delhi last month.

Wang’s talks with Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj and other officials on 

the sidelines of  Russia-India-
China Foreign Ministers’ meet-
ing last month set the stage for 
a broader dialogue on improv-
ing the relations this year.

The two neighbours had 
a roller-coaster relationship 
in 2017 which was repeat-
edly blighted by issues like the 
Dokalam standoff, blocking of  
India’s NSG membership bid 
and moves to declare the Jaish-
e-Muhammad chief  Massood 
Azhar a terrorist.

The 73-day standoff  at 
Dokalam in Sikkim where 
Chinese military attempted to 
build a road close to Chicken 
Neck corridor has sparked a 
new round of  tensions at the 
border. It finally ended after 
China agreed to stop road 

building.
As the two sides made ef-

forts to improve ties, officials 
here said a new incident of  
Chinese military s attempts to 
build a road inside the Indian 
territory in Siang district in 
Arunachal Pradesh has been 
resolved.

The Chinese construction 
equipment seized by the Indian 
troops is expected to be handed 
over to People s Liberation 
Army (PLA) troops at a local 
commanders meeting.

The series of  meeting at 
various levels currently un-
derway were between the two 
countries were aimed at reset-
ting the relations back on track 
averting a further downturn in 
the bilateral ties, they said.

Jerusalem, Jan. 4 (PTI): Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu will present a spe-
cial gift - the Gal-Mobile water desalinisation 
and purification jeep - to his friend Narendra 
Modi during his visit to India starting Janu-
ary 14, according to sources here.

Netanyahu and Modi waded into the 
Mediterranean Sea and rode the “buggy” 
jeep on the coast during the latter’s visit to 
Israel in July last year. Now Netanyahu is 
going to gift the same jeep to Modi, informed 
sources said.

As Netanyahu prepares for his four day 
visit to India, sources confirmed that the jeep 
has “indeed” left for India and “would be ar-
riving on time” to be presented by the Israeli 
Prime Minister to Modi.

The jeep is said to cost around 390,000 
shekels (approximately USD 111,000).

Modi and Netanyahu had witnessed 
the demonstration of sea water purification 
technology pioneered by Israel at a water 
desalination unit on the Olga Beach during 
the Indian Prime Minister’s visit to Israel.

“I am thankful to Bibi (Netanyahu) be-
cause the vehicle which I saw today, particu-
larly during a natural calamity when people 
are suffering (shortage of) drinking water...
Can provide drinking water,” Modi had said 
after the demonstration.

Gal-Mobile is an independent, integrated 
water purification vehicle, designed to pro-
duce high-quality drinking water. It can be 
useful in natural disasters like floods, earth-

quakes, military use in difficult terrain and 
rural areas to provide drinkable water.

It can purify up to 20,000 litres per day of  
sea water and 80,000 litres per day of brack-
ish/muddy or contaminated river water and 
bring it to WHO standards.

The camaraderie between the two leaders 
was on full display as they spent some time 
on the beach and had a long chat standing 
ankle deep in the waters with waves hitting 
their feet. “There’s nothing like going to the 
beach with friends!,” the Israeli leader had 
later tweeted. The two leaders later drove to-
gether in the mobile water desalination unit, 
which looked like a dune buggy, and sipped 
desalinated water from wine glasses, raising 
a toast with others present there.

New Delhi, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day issued notice to the central 
and state governments and 
union territory administra-
tions on a plea seeking proper 
implementation of  a 2013 
law to prevent and prohibit 
sexual harassment of  women 
at workplaces.

The bench of  Chief  Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
A.M. Khanwilkar and Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud, issued 
notice on a public interest 
litigation by NGO Initiatives 
for Inclusion Foundation 
seeking implementation of  
the Sexual Harassment of  

Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition, Redres-
sal) Act, 2013.

Senior lawyer Sanjay Pa-
rikh, who appeared for the 
NGO represented by its trus-
tees Pallavi Pareek and Esha 
Shekhar, told the court that 
the mechanism provided un-
der the law for curbing sexual 
harassment at workplaces has 
not been created entirely.

The entire edifice that is 
required to enforce the law 
includes internal complaint 
committee in each organisa-
tion be it a government body 
or a private entity, setting up 
of  local complaint committee 

(LCC), designation of  a Dis-
trict Magistrate as a district of-
ficer to exercise powers under 
the Act, and the appointment 
of  nodal officers, he said.

The 2013 Act provides 
for the appointment of  nodal 
officers in every block, taluka 
and tehsil in rural or tribal 
areas and ward or municipal-
ity in urban areas, to receive 
complaints and forward the 
same to the LCC concerned.

Parikh said that though 
four years have passed since 
Parliament passed the Bill, 
the entire structure that has to 
operationalise it remains non-
functional.

posed in Mumbai and other 
parts of  Maharashtra after 
Wednesday’s shutdown, 
which left one student dead 
in Nanded and many more 
injured.

Opposing the police 
move, Chhatra Bharati 
members attempted to squat 
outside the Bhaidas Hall 
(venue) and many were seen 
running on the main road 
outside. Chhatra Bharati 
Vice President Sagar Bhaler-
ao said that the daylong 
event was planned long ago 
in which both Mevani, Kha-
lid and other prominent 
personalities were invited 
to speak.

They accused the police 
of  acting at the behest of  
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party-Shiv Sena government 
in the state “to crush the 
voice of the students” who 
raise uncomfortable ques-
tions, but vowed they would 
continue their struggle.



Tehran, Jan. 4 (PTI/AFP): Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards chief  an-
nounced the “end of  the sedition” 
today as tens of thousands rallied in 
a show of strength for the country’s 
Islamic rulers after days of  deadly 
unrest.

General Mohammad Ali Jafari 
said the Guards only intervened “in 
a limited way” against fewer than 
15,000 “trouble-makers” nationwide, 
adding that a large number had been 
arrested.

Protests over economic prob-
lems broke out in Iran’s second 
city Mashhad on December 28 and 
quickly spread across the country, 
turning against the regime as a 
whole.

A total of 21 people have died in 
the unrest, with protesters attacking 
government buildings and police sta-
tions in some areas.

“Today we can announce the end 
of the sedition,” Jafari said, quoted 
on the Guards’ website.

“A large number of the trouble-
makers at the centre of the sedition, 
who received training from counter- 
revolutionaries... have been arrested 
and there will be firm action against 
them,” he said.

Jafari spoke after thousands of  
pro-regime demonstrators took to 
the streets.

Chants of “Leader, we are ready” 
were heard as images showed thou-
sands rallying in the cities of Qom, 
Ahvaz, Kermanshah and elsewhere.

The demonstrators waved Iranian 
flags and pictures of supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as well as 
placards saying “Death to sedition-
ists”.

AFP journalists reported a heavy 
police presence was still on the streets 
of Tehran, along with a large number 
of Revolutionary Guards.

General Jafari added those be-
hind the protests had “intervened 
massively on social media” but that 
“once restrictions were started, the 
troubles reduced”.

Telegram and Instagram were 
blocked on cellphones soon after the 
protests began on December 28.

Telecoms Minister Mohammad-
Javad Azari Jahromi said Telegram 
would only be unblocked if  it re-
moved “terrorist” content.

“I had mail exchanges with the 
head of  Telegram and I told him 
that the continuation of  Telegram’s 
activities is conditioned on the 

suppression of  terrorist content,” 
he said.

There were few reports of  anti-
regime protests overnight, although 
it remained difficult to verify informa-
tion from the provinces.

President Hassan Rouhani ex-
pressed hope in a phone call with 
Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan that the protests would end 
in a few days, a Turkish presidential 
source said.

The political establishment has 
closed ranks against the unrest, saying 
the protests were part of a foreign plot 
to destabilise the regime.

“The enemy is always looking for 
an opportunity and any crevice to in-
filtrate and strike the Iranian nation,” 
Khamenei said yesterday.

US President Donald Trump 
said Iranians were trying to “take 
back” their government, extending a 
drumbeat of encouragement for the 
protests.

“You will see great support from 
the United States at the appropriate 
time!” he tweeted, without offering 
any specifics.

UN human rights chief  Zeid 
Ra’ad Al Hussein called on the Ira-
nian authorities to defuse tensions 

and investigate the deaths.
“It is incumbent on the au-

thorities that their actions do not 
provoke a downward spiral of  
violence, as occurred in 2009,” he 
said in reference to the last major 
protest movement against alleged 
election-rigging.

Even reformists in Iran, who 
backed the 2009 protests, have con-
demned the violence and the support 
the demonstrations have received 
from the United States.

But they also urged the authorities 
to address economic grievances.

“Officials must acknowledge the 
deplorable situation of the country 
as the first step to hearing the pro-
testers,” tweeted Mohammad Taghi 
Karroubi, whose father Mehdi Kar-
roubi has been under house arrest for 
almost seven years for helping lead 
the 2009 demonstrations.

Many have been turned off by the 
violence, which has contrasted with 
the largely peaceful marches in 2009.

But on the streets of the capital, 
there is widespread sympathy with 
the economic grievances driving the 
unrest, particularly an unemploy-
ment rate as high as 40 per cent for 
young people.

Tokyo, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
The security situation fac-
ing Japan is the “severest 
since the Second World 
War”, Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe said on Thurs-
day, calling the prospect of  
a nuclear-capable North 
Korea “absolutely unac-
ceptable”.

Tensions in the region 
have remained high in 
recent months. In Sep-
tember, the North Korean 
regime carried out its sixth 
and most powerful nuclear 
test. Its most recent mis-
sile test -- during the early 
hours of  November 29 -- 
landed in Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone.

Speaking at a news 
conference in Mie prefec-
ture, Abe underlined the 
graveness of  the situation 
by comparing it to the Sec-
ond World War, a conflict 
which was finally ended 
with the dropping of  two 
atom bombs -- the pre-
cursor to today’s nuclear 

Tel Aviv, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Israel’s parliament on 
Wednesday gave a pre-
liminary approval for a 
bill allowing the death 
penalty for Palestinian 
attackers.

Following a heated 
debate, the bill passed 
a preliminary reading 
with a narrow major-
ity of  52-49 vote. The 
bill still needs to pass 
three more full rounds 
of  votes before it could 
become a law, Xinhua 
reported.

The new legislation 
is sponsored by the far-
right party of  Israel Our 
Home, which is part of  
Prime Minister  Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s coa-
lition.

B e f o r e  t h e  vo t e, 
Netanyahu told the par-
liament he supports the 
bill, saying the death 
penalty is “justice in ex-

treme situations”.
“There are extreme 

cases,  where  people 
commit terrible crimes 
and don’t  deserve to 
l ive,” Netanyahu ar-
gued. “We’re changing 
the law for these situa-
tions,” he added.

Under the bill, mil-
itary and civil courts 
could sentence to death 
a person who was con-
victed of  committing an 
“act of  terror.”

Israel’s military law 
already allows the death 
penalty for Palestinian 
attackers but only in 
military court and if  
the entire judges in the 
panel reach the decision 
unanimously.

Under the new leg-
islation, both military 
and civil courts could 
sentence a Palestinian 
attacker to death, with a 
simple majority.

Israel’s security sys-
tem has not endorsed the 
new legislation. Accord-
ing to Israel’s Ha’aretz 
newspaper, an assess-
ment by the Shin Bet 
security service said that 
such a penalty might 
have a counterproduc-
tive effect.

I t  would  spark  a 
wave of  kidnaps of  Is-
raelis around the world 
in order to use them as 
“bargaining chips” to 
release convicts from the 
death row, according to 
the assessment.

So far, Israel has nev-
er sentenced a terrorist 
to death. The only time 
the grave penalty was 
applied took place in the 
1961 execution of  Adolf  
Eichman, a senior Ger-
man Nazi officer who 
had been convicted of  
being a major organiser 
of  the Holocaust.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  Ja n .  4 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump on Wednesday 
said former White House 
chief strategist Steve Bannon 
has “lost his mind” and had 
“no influence” within his 
government.

Trump’s remarks came 
after Britain’s The Guard-
ian newspaper earlier on 
Wednesday revealed that 
Bannon, quoted from ex-
cerpts of  a new book, de-
scribed the 2016 meeting 
at Trump Tower between 
Trump’s son and campaign 
aides and a Russian lawyer 
as “treasonous” and “un-
patriotic.”

“Steve Bannon has 
nothing to do with me or 
my presidency,” Xinhua 
cited Trump as saying, 
“When he was fired, he 
not only lost his job, he lost 
his mind.”

“Steve was rarely in a 
one-on-one meeting with me 
and only pretends to have 
had influence to fool a few 
people with no access and 
no clue, whom he helped 
write phony books,” the 
president said.

“Steve pretends to be at 
war with the media, which 
he calls the opposition party, 

Seoul, Jan. 4 (PTI/AFP): Ousted South 
Korean president Park Geun-Hye is to be 
charged with accepting millions of dollars 
worth of bribes from the state spy agency, 
news reports said today.

Park allegedly received between 50 and 
200 million won (now USD 47,000 to USD 
188,000) from the National Intelligence 
Service (NIS) every month from soon after 
her swearing-in in early 2013 until mid-2016, 
prosecutors told South Korean media.

The cash -- said to total 3.8 billion won 
-- was reportedly delivered by NIS agents to 
Park’s aides in uncrowded parking lots or in 
back alleys near the presidential Blue House.

The money came from the spy agency’s 
“blind budget” -- millions of dollars of spe-
cial funds that can be spent without receipts 
for anti-espionage activities -- Yonhap news 
agency said.

It remains unclear how Park spent the 
funds but news reports said she used them 
for personal purposes or to bankroll sup-
porter groups.

Park is already on trial on 18 charges 

including bribery, coercion and abuse of  
power for offering governmental favours to 
tycoons, and prosecutors will add a 19th 
count to the indictment regarding the pay-
ments, reports said.

South Korea’s first female president was 
impeached by parliament after months of  
mass protests over a sprawling graft scandal, 
and the constitutional court upheld the deci-
sion in March last year, dismissing her from 
office.

She has been in custody since March 31.
Her trial began in May but she has re-

fused to attend since October, infuriated by 
a court decision to extend her detention by 
six months, when her legal team also quit, 
accusing the judges of bias.

Park has since refused to cooperate with 
a team of state-sponsored defence lawyers 
appointed by the court.

Prosecutors sought to question Park in 
prison twice over the fresh allegations, but 
she has refused to cooperate.

Two former NIS chiefs have been in-
dicted over the bribery charges.

Washington, Jan. 4 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
today credited himself  for 
the move on talks between 
North and South Korea, as-
serting that it would not have 
happened but for his firm 
and strong policy against 
Pyongyang.

“With all of  the failed 
‘experts’ weighing in, does 
anybody really believe that 
talks and dialogue would 
be going on between North 
and South Korea right now 
if  I wasn’t firm, strong and 
willing to commit our total 
‘might’ against the North. 
Fools, but talks are a good 
thing!” Trump tweeted.

Trump’s tweet on North 
and South Korea comes 
amidst news reports that 
the two neighbours tested a 
special hotline in almost two 
years. In his new year mes-
sage, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un had indicated 
he was willing to talk with 
South Korea.

South Korea has pro-
posed face-to-face talk with 
the North Koreans next 
week on the possibility of  
the latter participating in the 
Winter Olympics.

“North Korean Leader 
Kim Jong-un just stated that 
the ‘Nuclear Button is on 
his desk at all times.’ Will 

someone from his depleted 
and food starved regime 
please inform him that I too 
have a Nuclear Button, but 
it is a much bigger & more 
powerful one than his, and 
my Button works!” 

Trump had tweeted on 
Tuesday night. Trump has 
been criticised by several 
analyst and political oppo-
nents for raising the nuclear 
button issue.

“President Trump has 
provided the kind of  clear 
leadership on the world stage 
that’s made measurable 
progress, particularly with 
regard to North Korea,” he 
told Voice of America.

Islamabad, Jan. 4 (IANS): Pakistan on 
Thursday said it has no intention to ask the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for any 
new financial assistance.

Minister of State for Finance Rana Mu-
hammad Afzal Khan said in Karachi that 
various local and international financial in-
stitutions in the latest reports have presented 
a positive economic outlook for Pakistan, 
which is a clear indication of  economic 
progress of the country, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Dispelling the notion that the govern-
ment is facing a financial crunch, the min-
ister clarified that his country has enough 

financial resources to not only meet devel-
opmental expenses but also pay off local and 
international debts.

He further said that Pakistan carries 
enough foreign exchange reserves to cater 
to its debt obligations. “Pakistan has $19.7 
billion in foreign exchange reserves.”

Giving a clear picture of the country’s 
imports and exports, Afzan said the import 
of  unnecessary goods has been reduced 
while exports of the country’s products have 
increased 17 per cent in the first five months 
of the Financial Year 2017-18. The shaping 
trend will help reduce the fiscal deficit gap in 
the months to come, he added.

Damascus, Jan. 4 
(IANS): The Syrian 
government forces 
h ave  c a p t u r e d  a s 
many as 70 towns and 
villages in key rebel-
strongholds in north-
ern Syria over the past 
75 days, a monitor 
group reported on 
Wednesday.

Intense  bat t les 
have  been  rag ing 
since the Syrian army 
launched an offen-
sive in the northern 
countryside of  the 
central province of  
Hama and the adja-
cent southern coun-
tryside of  the north-
western province of  
Idlib against the al-
Qaida-linked Levant 
Liberation Commit-
tee (LLC) and other 
allied terrorists.

The Syrian Ob-

servatory for Human 
Rights said the gov-
ernment forces are 
heavily shelling the 
terrorists’ positions in 
the southern country-
side of  Idlib amid bad 
weather conditions 
in that part of  the 
country, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Syrian warplanes 
are also pounding the 
areas near the city of  
Khan Sheikhoun and 
the town of  Tamana’ 
in Idlib countryside, 
said the observatory.

T h e  L o n d o n -
b a s e d  w a t c h d o g 
group added that the 
Syr ian  war p lanes 
struck a museum in 
the city of  Marat al-
Numan in southern 
Idlib a day earlier, 
leaving big destruc-
tion in the building.

Lahore, Jan. 4 (PTI): The JuD has said 
it will serve a legal notice to Pakistan’s 
defence minister for “defaming” it, days 
after the government banned the Hafiz 
Saeed-led outfit from collecting donations 
following US President Donald Trump’s 
outburst against Islamabad’s sheltering of  
terrorists.

Taking exception to Khurram Dastgir’s 
statement that action against the Jamaat-ud 
Dawa was not taken due to mounting pres-
sure from the US, JuD spokesman Yahya 
Mujahid said Dastgir is “speaking the lan-
guage of US President Donald Trump and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi”.

He also criticised the minister for say-
ing that the action was taken against JuD, 
FIF and other organisations so that “ter-
rorists cannot open fire on schoolchildren 
anymore”.

Pakistan banned Mumbai attack mas-
termind Saeed-led JuD and Falah-i-Insaniat 
Foundation (FIF) from collecting donations 
on Monday, after Trump accused Islamabad 
of  giving nothing to the US except “lies 
and deceit” and providing “safe haven” to 
terrorists.

In a statement, the JuD spokesman 

said, “World knows who is behind the steps 
against JuD and FIF. Our rulers are reluctant 
to mention the involvement of India in ter-
rorist activities in Pakistan. Efforts are being 
made to please external lords by propagating 
against those forces that have actively played 
role in Pakistan’s defence,” he said.

“Those trying to malign Pakistan’s 
national security institutions through con-
spiracies such as Dawn Leaks have finally 
met their fate (a reference to ousted premier 
Nawaz Sharif) but still they seem to have 
learnt no lesson. Now, when America is 
openly threatening us and inciting India to 
take action against Pakistan, Pakistani rulers 
are engaged in the sycophancy of India and 
America,” Mujahid said.

The government has banned companies 
and individuals from making donations to 
the JuD, the FIF and other organisations on 
the UN Security Council sanctions list.

The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) issued a notification 
prohibiting the collection of donations by the 
JuD, the front organisation of banned terror 
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba, as well as several 
other such organisations named in a list of  
banned outfits by the UN Security Council.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
4 killed in South Africa train 
crash
Johannesburg, Jan. 4 (IANS): At least four people 
were killed and 40 were injured when a train crashed 
into vehicles in central South Africa on Thursday. 
The train was travelling from the coastal city of  Port 
Elizabeth to Johannesburg when the crash occurred. 
Video footage showed a fire blazing through at least 
one carriage, near an overturned truck and car. 
Evacuated passengers were seen standing on the 
roadside with luggage, the BBC reported. The collision 
occurred near Kroonstad city in Free State province, 
after the truck failed to stop at a crossing, a passenger 
told local media. The driver of  the truck tried to flee, 
but was arrested by the police, passenger Seipati 
Moletsane told the privately owned eCNA news site. 
“I was so traumatised. I was looking for a door just to 
jump out but every door was locked... All of  a sudden, 
we saw smoke, smoke, smoke,” Moletsane said. 
Emergency assistance group Netcare911 said they 
were attending to the crash in the area of  Kroonstad, 
a city 180 km south west of  Johannesburg, along with 
other emergency services.

Six held over suspected links to 
banned terrorist group in Britain
London, Jan. 4 (IANS): Five men and a woman 
were arrested in Britain on Wednesday on suspicion 
of  belonging to banned far-right terrorist group 
National Action. Britain’s West Midlands Police said 
the suspects, aged between 21 and 37, were detained 
under Section 41 of  the Terrorism Act, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The arrests were pre-planned and 
intelligence-led with no threat to the public’s safety, the 
police said.= They are the latest in a wave of  arrests of  
alleged National Action members since the group was 
made a proscribed terrorist organisation in December 
2016.  It is the first extreme right-wing group to be 
outlawed in Britain. Founded in 2013, National 
Action became the first British neo-Nazi group to be 
banned after British Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
said it was promoting violence and acts of  terrorism.

Two Russian pilots killed in 
military chopper crash in Syria
Hama (Syria), Jan. 4 (IANS): A Russian military 
helicopter crashed near Hama in northwest Syria last 
week, killing both of  its pilots, the Russia’s Defence 
Ministry announced on Wednesday. A technician 
aboard the doomed Mi-24 chopper survived Sunday’s 
crash, which was caused by mechanical problems, 
the ministry said. “The two pilots died during an 
emergency landing, 15 kilometres from their air base,” 
the ministry stated. The helicopter was escorting a 
convoy at the time of  the crash and clipped power 
cables before it came down, the Conflict Intelligence 
Team non-government organisation reported. CIT 
said it did not know if  the convoy being escorted by 
the chopper was transporting humanitarian aid or 
military equipment.

Germany paedophile on trial for 
raping Indian children 
Berlin, Jan. 4 (PTI/AFP): A convicted paedophile 
appeared before a court in Berlin today charged with 
raping six children - the youngest just five years-
old - while working in India, local media reported. 
The 59-year-old man, named as Karl-Heinz N, was 
convicted in 1996 by a court in Thailand for sexual 
offences against minors, the reports said. According 
to the regional RBB television channel, investigators 
in Germany discovered more than 250,000 images 
and videos of  child pornography on a hard drive at the 
man’s Berlin flat. He is accused of  raping six children 
between five and 11 years old in 2015-2016 while 
working in India, the DPA news agency said. The man 
“had a large number of  boys and young teenagers, 
some of  which lived nearby, who worked for him on 
whom he performed sexual acts and filmed them,” 
prosecutors were quoted as saying by DPA. RBB said 
the man had spent four years in a Thai jail before being 
freed under an amnesty.

46 People killed in Arab coalition 
bombings in Yemen
Sanaa, Jan. 4 (IANS): At least 46 people, including 11 
civilians, were killed in the last 24 hours in bombings 
allegedly by the Arab coalition, led by Saudi Arabia, 
in western Yemen, medics said on Thursday. Coalition 
aircraft attacked several positions by Houthi rebels in 
the province of  al-Hudaydah, killing 35 combatants 
and wounding dozens, Efe news agency reported. In 
addition, 11 civilians lost their lives on Wednesday 
night and eight suffered wounds when coalition planes 
targeted a group of  Houthis near a restaurant in the 
town of  Zabid, southeast of  the port of  al-Hudaydah, 
medical sources in the area said. Al-Hudaydah is a 
strategic port on the Red Sea and is controlled by the 
Houthis. Yemen is the scene of  a civil war between 
forces loyal to President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi, 
exiled in Riyadh, and the Houthi rebels, who control 
regions in the north and west of  the country, as well 
as its capital, Sana’a.

yet he spent his time at the 
White House leaking false 
information to the media to 
make himself seem far more 
important than he was,” he 
added. 

“Steve does not repre-
sent my base -- he’s only in it 
for himself,” Trump said in 
his statement. 

Following Trump’s 
statement, White House 
press secretary Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders fiercely slapped 
Wolff ’s book, which is said 
to draw on more than 200 
interviews.

“This book is filled with 
false and misleading ac-
counts from individuals who 

have no access or influence 
with the White House,” 
Sanders was quoted as say-
ing.

“Participating in a book 
that can only be described as 
trashy tabloid fiction exposes 
their sad, desperate attempts 
at relevancy.” 

Bannon was chief execu-
tive of the Trump campaign 
in its final three months dur-
ing the 2016 US elections.

He became the White 
House chief  strategist after 
Trump took office in Janu-
ary 2017 and left the White 
House in August before re-
turning to his perch as chair-
man of Breitbart News.

weapons -- on Japanese 
cities.

“It is not an exaggera-
tion to say the security 
environment surround-
ing Japan is at its severest 
since the war,” he said.

The Japanese Prime 
Minister urged the interna-

tional community to apply 
concerted pressure to the 
rogue nation in an attempt 
to coerce its regime into 
giving up its nuclear ambi-
tions, CNN reported.

“A nuclear  armed 
North Korea is absolute-
ly unacceptable. Without 

giving in to any provocative ac-
tion, we must change the North 
Korea’s policy by maximizing the 
pressure in complete solidarity 
with the international commu-
nity,” he said.

In total, North Korea has fired 
23 missiles in 16 tests since Feb-
ruary 2017, further perfecting its 
technology with each launch.

Earlier this year, in the face 
of  an increasingly hostile North 
Korea, Abe set a deadline of  2020 
to revise Japan’s Constitution, that 
bans the country from maintaining 
armed forces.

It is a controversial proposal that 
strikes at the heart of  the country’s 
post-war identity but central to 
Abe’s political ambitions. 

It came one step closer to be-
ing realized in October when the 
conservative leader won a parlia-
mentary supermajority in a general 
election.

“My immediate task is to deal 
with North Korea,” Abe told report-
ers at the time. “It will take tough 
diplomacy. With the mandate given 
by the people, I would like to exer-
cise my command in diplomacy.”
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Cate Blanchett to be Cannes jury president
Oscar-winning actress Cate Blanchett will be the 12th 
woman to lead the jury of the prestigious Cannes Film 
Festival. The officials of the festival announced the news 
on Wednesday, reports variety.com. The actress will 
preside over the competition for the fest’s 71st edition, 
which will take place from May 8-19. “I have been to 
Cannes in many guises over the years; as an actress, pro-
ducer, in the marketplace, the gala-sphere and in competition. 
But never solely for the sheer pleasure of watching the cornu-
copia of films this great festival harbours,” Blanchett said in a 
statement. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

12.30 pm 8 pm: Tiger 
Zinda Hai (Hindi)

4 pm: Jumanji (Eng) 2D
6 pm: Insidious (Eng) 2D 

Horror

Swift wants ‘Shake it off’ copyright suit dismissed

Not a huge fan of superhero 

S
inger Taylor Swifts 
lawyers have asked a 
federal judge to dismiss 
the copyright lawsuit 
regarding her 2014 hit 

track “Shake it off ”.
According to the lawyers’ 

argument on Wednesday, the 

phrase “players gonna play and 
haters gonna hate” is a musical 
cliché that should be in the public 
domain, reports variety.com.

In a footnote, they also cited 
numerous other references to 
“players” and “haters” in pop 
culture, including the 1977 song 

“Dreams” by Fleetwood Mac, 
which includes the lyric -- “Play-
ers only love you when they are 
playing”, and “Playa hater”, the 
1997 Notorious B.I.G. song.

Swift was sued in September, 
2017 by songwriters Sean Hall 
and Nathan Butler. They have 

also co-penned “Playas gon’ 
play” for the girl group 3LW in 
2001.

The chorus of  that song 
includes the phrase, “Playas, 
they gonna play, and haters, they 
gonna hate”.

IANS

A
ctor Christian Bale, who 
played Batman in the 
famous Christopher Nolan 
series, has said that he not a 
fan of  the superhero genre.

The 43-year-old actor starred as the 
iconic caped crusader in Nolan’s “Bat-
man Begins”, “The Dark Knight” and 
“The Dark Knight Rises”.

During an interview on MTV’s 
‘Happy Sad Confused’ podcast, Bale said 
he has not seen the performance of  Ben 
Affleck as Batman but will certainly see 
it at some point.

“I have not seen (Ben Affleck’s Bat-
man). Yes I’m interested (in seeing it), 
my son seemed like he was really inter-
ested but then I realised he just wanted to 
see the trailer. I tend to go see films that 
(my kids) want to see,” Bale said.

“I have to confess I’m not a huge 
superhero film fan.

People seem surprised at that, I don’t 
know why. I’ve not seen any of  the 
‘Avengers’ films or any of  those films 
at all. I hear they’re very good, but I’m 
quite happy just hearing they’re very 
good,” he added.

Bale also 
confirmed 
the reports 
that he 
was ap-
proached 
for a role 
in “Solo: 
A Star 
Wars Sto-
ry” that 
ultimately 
went to 
Woody 
Harrelson.

“Yes, 
(it was) very 
tempting. I not 
only love the 
films going back 
to my childhood but 
also have a very long relationship with 
Kathleen Kennedy and Frank Marshall 
because they did ‘Empire of  the Sun’ 
many years back. There was discussion, 
(and) I hope there will be future discus-
sions,” Bale said.

PTI

EASTERN MIRROR: Let’s start off 
with a little background information. 
How did your band start off ?

WINTERWIND: Two friends(Now 
guitarists) Shillen Kaiba and Chungo Lembo 
started playing the guitar and started com-
posing songs and music and enjoyed the lei-
sure time. It was during a cold winter evening 
the two brothers got deep down and discussed 
to form a band with the name WINTER-
WIND and approached John Vanmai(Now 
bassist), Obey Benjamin, the very Gem vocal-
ist and Ampe Crix ( Now Drummer).

This is how WINTERWINND 
was formed in the year 2015. We hail 
from the Easternmost part of  Nagaland 
called Tobu under Mon district border-
ing Myanmar(Burma). Despite of  many 
hardships, limited electricity and facilities, 
WINTERWIND was formed to encourage 
the youngsters of  Tobu who are really skilled 
and talented in Music.

EASTERN MIRROR: Who writes the 
lyrics in the band? What do the lyrics 
usually deal with?

WINTERWIND: All the members 
collectively write the lyrics.

Our main lyrical themes are based on 

Acts of  Heroism, Eradication of  social evils, 
Aspects of  life and also includes Fantasm.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your 
debut ‘Freedom to our Land’ all about?

WINTERWIND:  “Freedom to our 
Land is a tribute/patriotic song dedicated to 
the Heroes who are sacrificing their lives for 
the cause of  the people. It also conveys a mes-
sage to every individual to eliminate social 
evils and injustice in our society.

EASTERN MIRROR: Being a rock 
band.... which world class rock band 
would you name the best for all time?

WINTERWIND: Being a rock/metal 
Band we prefer “Sabaton” a Swedish power 
metal from Falun to be an all time favourite 
Band.

EASTERN MIRROR: What dream 
tour would you love to be on with any 
past or present bands?

WINTERWIND: Since we are new, 
we do not have any particular band to men-
tion about the tour. But we would love to join 
any Band from Nagaland when opportunity 
knocks.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your influ-
ences?

WINTERWIND: Our influences 
are Sabaton, Freedom Call, Edguy, Dream 
Theater and Manowar.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What should 
fans look forward too for 2018 and 
beyond?

WINTERWIND: Hello to our Fans!!

Recently we have released our single 
music video  on Youtube and audio on 
Indihut and we are receiving positive reviews. 
THANKS!!

We are glad to know that we have broth-
ers and sisters who are standing by our side. 
We have lots of  our original songs already 
made but now we are working on one new 
song which is going to be released sooner or 
later. So, keep supporting and stay tuned 
\m/

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

WINTERWIND 
from Tobu is a rock/metal 
band comprising of five 
members with the frontman 
P. Obey Benjamin, John 
Wanmai on the Bass, Shillen 
Kaiba on the Guitar, Chun-
go Lembo on the Guitar and 
Ampe Crix on drums.

Their debut single “Free-
dom to our Land’ is a tribute/
patriotic song dedicated to 
the Heroes who are sacrific-
ing their lives for the cause of 
the people, it also conveys a 
message to every individual 
to eliminate social evils and 
injustice in our society.

Read on to know more 
about WINTERWIND
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Ashes: Australia on top as 
late wickets stun England

Zidane not asking for new 
signing at Real Madrid

Mourinho to stay at Man UnitedISL: Former Chelsea coach 
Avram Grant  appointed 
NorthEast United advisor

Murray withdraws 
from Australian Open

Arsenal spoil Chelsea’s bid for 2nd place

Preview: Visiting India aim to 

Joe Root squats in disappointment a er his dismissal, Australia v England, 5th Ashes Test, 
Sydney, 1st day, January 4, 2018. 

The two captains, Virat Kohli and Faf du Plessis, pose with the series trophy, Cape Town, South Africa. 

Marcos Alonso scored a late second for Chelsea as they came from behind. 

ed 60 runs in just under 
20 overs before Cummins 
returned to make another 
breakthrough -- the former 

slashed unnecessarily at a 
wide delivery outside his 
off  stump, and was caught 
behind.

Cook looked to have 
played himself  in and had 
reached 39 after soaking 
up 108 deliveries, but four 

Sydney, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Skipper Joe Root (83) and 
Dawid Malan (55 batting) 
struck a half-century each 
as England posted 233/5 
against Australia on the 
opening day of the fifth and 
final Ashes Test at the Syd-
ney Cricket Ground here on 
Thursday.

Malan, who notched up 
his fifth Test half-century, 
remained unbeaten in his 
160-ball innings which con-
tained five boundaries when 
umpires called it a day. For 
Australia, pacers Pat Cum-
mins (2/44) and Josh Ha-
zelwood (2/47) returned 
two wickets each. 

Two late wickets with 
the second new ball brought 
about a dramatic downturn 
in England’s fortunes. Aus-
tralian pacer Mitchell Starc 
and Hazlewood dismissed 
Root and Jonny Bairstow 
(5) in successive overs, ru-
ining what had otherwise 
been a moderately good day 
for the visitors.

Bairstow was dismissed 
off  the final ball of  an ex-
tended day after rain had 
washed out the morning 
session. Just eight balls ear-
lier, England were sitting 
pretty at 228 for three, with 
Root and Dawid Malan 
adding 106 runs after tea.

After England opted to 
bat, they saw their 28-run 
opening stand broken after 
Cummins had Mark Stone-
man (24) caught behind off  
a short delivery that seamed 
away from the left-hander. 

James Vince (25) joined 
opener Alastair Cook (39) 
thereafter, and the duo add-

overs after Vince’s dismiss-
al, Hazlewood had Cook 
rapped on the knee-roll. Joel 
Wilson, the umpire, turned 
down Australia’s appeals, 
but the home side were 
successful with their review 
and England were reduced 
to 95 for three.

It was then that Root 
and Malan came together. 
They navigated England 
to tea at 122 for 3, and on 
resumption put together 134 
runs for the fourth wicket. 

It was a test of persever-
ance and patience for Ma-
lan in particular -- he took 
more than nine overs to add 
to his tally of 16 at tea. 

Root brought up his 
36th half-century off  82 
balls with an exquisite 
square-drive off  Mitchell 
Marsh. 

Nathan Lyon then near-
ly had Malan dismissed, 
but Steve Smith’s failure to 
latch-on to an outside edge 
at slip meant Malan could 
go on to bring up his own 
fifty, off  146 balls.

Starc, however got rid of  
his man with a full, swing-
ing delivery on middle and 
leg that prompted Root to 
flick straight to Mitchell 
Marsh, who did well to hold 
on to the catch with the div-
ing effort at square leg. 

Hazlewood then in-
duced Bairstow’s outside 
edge in the next over, after 
peppering the first three 
deliveries outside his off-
stump.
Brief scores: England 233/5 
(Joe Root 83, Dawid Malan 55 
batting; Pat Cummins 2/44) 
against Australia. 

Madrid, Jan. 4 (IANS): Real Madrid 
coach Zinedine Zidane said he has no 
wishes for 2018 other than good health 
and happiness and that he has not asked 
the club for any new players in the January 
transfer window.

He was speaking ahead of  Thursday’s 
King’s Cup game away to second tier side 
Numancia. It was Zidane’s first press 
conference in Spain since his side were 
thrashed 3-0 at home to Barcelona on 
December 23 to leave them 14 points off  
the top of  the Liga Santander table, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Zidane came in for serious criticism af-
ter the defeat but he said he was optimistic 
about 2018. “We are in three competitions 

and we have the same excitement and we 
will do everything to give the maximum in 
every game. We return to the Cup and hope 
to continue into the next round,” he said.

Madrid have struggled to score goals 
this season, with Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Karim Benzema netting just six between 
them in the league. But Zidane doesn’t see 
the need for new faces. The Madrid coach 
admitted meeting club President Floren-
tino Perez to discuss possible signings.

“We spoke about everything and also 
about reinforcements. Today, there will be 
no signings, but until January 31, anything 
can happen,” he commented, adding that 
what he didn’t want was “for any player to 
leave the squad”.

Manchester, Jan. 4 (IANS): Manchester 
United head coach Jose Mourinho on 
Thursday said he is committed to the club 
and will extend his contract to 
stay with the English football 
giants.

The 54-year-old whose con-
tract will end after the ongoing 
English Premier League (EPL) 
season has been highly linked 
with a move to French football 
giants Paris Saint-Germain. 

“I am in the middle of my 
contract. If  I am going to sign a 
new one of course depends on the club but 
my commitment with the club is total and I 
want to stay,” the Portuguese tactician told 

reporters. 
“The worst thing anyone can do with 

myself is not to say that I am a bad manager. 
It is not to say that I am un-
derperforming. It is not to say 
that I made a mistake in this 
game or that game,” Mourinho 
added. 

Mourinho also said he is 
a dedicated professional and 
does not wants someone to 
doubt on it.  “The worst thing 
someone can do to me is to 
put one inch of  doubt on my 

professionalism or in my dedication to my 
club, my job, my players and to every detail 
related to my job,” Mourinho said.

Guwahati, Jan. 4 (IANS): 
Former Chelsea manager 
Avram Grant has stepped in 
to advise NorthEast United 
FC for the remainder of the 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
season, the club said in a 
statement on Thursday.

Grant said, “I agreed to 
the challenge and am hitting 
the ground running. India is 
a new and exciting environ-
ment for football and look 
forward to the pace of  the 
League. I have confidence 
in the club and we will do 
all we can to take the Club 
forward.”

Grant moved to England 
in 2006 to become Techni-

cal Director of Portsmouth 
before being appointed Di-
rector of football at Chelsea 
in July 2007 and steered the 
team into the Champions 
League final, the League 
Cup final and contesting the 
English Premier League title 
to the last day.

Grant has spent the ma-
jority of his career coaching 
and managing in Israel, win-
ning a number of  national 
league and cup victories 
with different teams, and 
also managing the Israeli 
national team for four years. 
His last appointment was 
coach of the Ghana national 
football team.

Madrid, Jan. 4 (IANS): Five-time Australian Open finalist 
Andy Murray on Thursday said he would head home after 
pulling out of the first tennis Grand Slam tournament of the 
year due to an ongoing hip problem that has kept the former 
World No.1 from competitions since mid-way through last 
year.

The lingering injury forced the British player, now ranked 
16th, to withdraw from Brisbane International on Tuesday, 
cancelling his match against Ryan Harrison of the United 
States, reports Efe.

“Sadly, I won’t be playing in Melbourne this year, as I am 
not yet ready to compete,” said Murray.

Murray, who is considering surgery on his hip, played his 
last official match in July, when he lost to Sam Querrey of the 
US, 3-6, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 6-1, 6-1 at the Wimbledon quarterfinals.

“I’ll be flying home shortly to assess all the options but I 
appreciate all the messages of support and I hope to be back 
playing soon,” the 30-year-old Scot stated.

London, Jan. 4 (IANS): Arsenal avoided 
their defeat to Chelsea here thanks to a 
stoppage-time goal by Hector Bellerin that 
left the two English Premier League sides 
deadlocked at 2-2.

For Bellerin, it was redemption after 

he committed the foul that led to Eden 
Hazard’s goal for the Blues in the 67th 
minute on Wednesday, reports Efe. The 
Gunners were overall the better side in 
an exciting London derby in front of  the 
Arsenal faithful.

HOME TURF 
Chukitong badminton tourney held 
Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): The Chukitong Badminton Association (CBA) held its 
1st Outdoor Badminton Championship 2017 at Chukitong Area Baptist Mission 
School (CABMS) campus on December 30 last, under the aegis of  Wokha District 
Badminton Association.  

The tournament saw participation from 12 teams in doubles’ category and 
18 in singles’ category. According to an update from the organisers on Thursday, 
Longtsuthung M Ngullie and Thungbemo Odyuo were the doubles’ champion 
while Ovungbemo Ngullie and Mhonthung Yanthan emerged runner-up. 

In the singles’ category, Ovungbemo Ngullie was the winner while Thungbemo 
Odyuo was the runner-up. 

PDSA event on Jan. 8 
Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): The ‘felicitation program for the medal winners of  the 
recently concluded Nagaland Olympics-cum-election’ for new tenure to the office 
of  the Peren District Sports Association will be held on Jan. 8 next, at Badminton 
Stadium, Jalukie at 1 pm. 

TVYO sports meet begins 
Dimapur, Jan. 4 (EMN): The 24th sports meet of  Tening Village Youth Organi-
sation  (TVYO) is underway at Tening village local ground from Thursday. The 
event will end on Jan. 5, according to the organisers. In the opening football match 
was played between Chandmary colony and UCC Colony, the former defeated by 
Chandmary colony by a margin of  4 goals to 1. 

Cape Town, Jan. 4 (IANS): After 
registering nine consecutive Test series 
victories since 2015, India will be duly 
tested in overseas conditions when 
they aim to overcome a formidable 
South Africa in the first of three match 
series at the Newlands here on Friday.

India maintained their Test series 
winning streak since defeating Sri 
Lanka 2-1 in their away series. The 
top ranked side in the longest format 
had also defeated South Africa on 
their own turf in the 2015-16 Freedom 
Trophy series. 

However, India have not won 
against the Proteas on South African 
soil since 1992 -- losing four and draw-
ing one in 2010-11. India will bank on 
their premier batsmen -- Cheteshwar 
Pujara and Virat Kohli -- who ended 
2017 as the second and fourth highest 
runs scorers in the longset format re-
spectively in the calender year to help 
their side maintain its top Test status.

Key Indian batsmen Shikhar Dha-
wan, Ajinkya Rahane, Murali Vijay 
and Lokesh Rahul will only look to 
add depth to the batting department. 
Skipper Kohli might opt to play an 
extra batsman -- Rohit Sharma -- in 
place of Ravindra Jadeja, who is down 
with flu. 

Pacer Jasprit Bumrah -- who re-
ceived his maiden call up in Test squad 
-- alongside Mohammed Shami, 
Ishant Sharma, Umesh Yadav and 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar will be tested 
against the fearsome South African 
batting on the green-top wicket.

Second ranked Test side South 
Africa, on the other hand will look 
to flourish on their home conditions 
under the likes of  batsmen Hashim 
Amla, AB de Villiers and Faf  du 
Plessis. 

The well set-up bowling depart-
ment will be led by pacer Kagiso Ra-
bada -- who ranks second in the Test 

bowlers list alongside fit again Dale 
Steyn, right-armer Morne Morkel and 
Vernon Philander who will target to 
dismiss the visitors right from the start 
of the match. 
Squads: 
India: Murali Vijay, Shikhar Dhawan, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Virat Kohli (captain), 
Ajinkya Rahane, Rohit Sharma, Wriddhi-
man Saha (wicket-keeper), Ravichandran 
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Mohammed 
Shami, Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Parthiv Patel, Umesh Yadav, Bhuv-
neshwar Kumar, Hardik Pandya, Lokesh 
Rahul. 

South Africa: Dean Elgar, Aiden 
Markram, Hashim Amla, AB de Villiers, 
Temba Bavuma, Faf  du Plessis (captain), 
Quinton de Kock (wicket-keeper), Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Keshav Maharaj, Kagiso 
Rabada, Morne Morkel, Dale Steyn, 
Chris Morris, Vernon Philander, Theunis 
de Bruyn. 

Jack Wilshere put Ar-
senal ahead 1-0 in the 63rd 
minute with his first goal of  
the Premier League season. 
But the advantage lasted 
last than five minutes, as 
Bellerin fouled Hazard in 
the box and the Belgian 
striker converted from the 
spot.

The equaliser spurred 
Chelsea to press for the 
win and Marcos Alonso 
got what looked to be the 
winning goal in the 84th 
minute, knocking in a cross 
from Davide Zappacosta. 
Bellerin, however, had oth-
er ideas and brought the 
Gunners level in the 92nd 
minute, two minutes be-
fore Zappacosta’s potential 
game-winner bounced off  
the cross-bar.

The result leaves Chel-
sea with 46 points from 22 
matches, one point behind 
second-place Manches-
ter United and 16 behind 
league leaders Manches-
ter City. Arsenal have 39 
points, one fewer than fifth-
place Tottenham Hotspur, 
who will play their 22nd 
match on Thursday against 
West Ham United.
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