
Kuzholuzo Nienu

Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang with Assam counterpart Sonawal.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 18° 17°

Agartala 25° 11°

Gangtok 16° 03°

Guwahati 22° 10°

Imphal 19° 05°

Itanagar 19° 10°

Shillong 14° 03°

Delhi 21° 06°

Kolkata 24° 11°

Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 14° 04°
DIMAPUR 21° 10°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 73%
DIMAPUR 7mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
The department of  Home 
which is reported to have 
more than a thousand ex-
cess staffing is likely to 
cancel the appointment 
of  some police person-
nel soon in an exercise to 
equate its strength to the 
sanctioned figure.

This was stated by the 
recently appointed minis-
ter for Home, Kuzholuzo 
Nienu, on Jan. 2 while 
interacting with reporters 
following his first meeting 
with the department offi-
cials including the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) 
Rupin Sharma, at the state 
police headquarters in Ko-
hima.

The minister said al-
though the figures keep 
fluctuating constantly with 
some people retiring and 
their positions being filled 
coupled with new appoint-
ments, the department cur-
rently has approximately 
1600 excess appointments. 
With the surplus figure, he 
said the department was 
contemplating on cancel-
ling some few appoint-
ments, but only in consul-
tation with legal experts so 
that the department does 
not face any legal issues. 

On the problem of  in-
flux of  illegal immigrants, 
Nienu said this was a very 
complicated issue, so the 

The year 2018 is a year of “Hope” for the Nagas. Hope 
is a gift that we are not willing to surrender. The 10 Janu-
ary, 2018, is an extraordinary time of transformative 
movements. “NAGA DAY” is calling home all to Ko-
hima Local Ground, beginning at 10:00 o’clock in the 
morning.

Naga Day is to strengthen the process of Naga 
Reconciliation among the Naga people. It is a resolve 
to move out from a culture of focusing only on our dif-
ferences, and to participate in building a shared human-
ity of belonging. Naga Day is to embrace our shared 
‘belonging,’ which is a beautiful gift from God, and to 
nurture and affirm our confidence of who we are as in-
dividuals and as a people.

The Naga shared future ahead is vast and formidable 
and Naga Day is urging all of us to approach it in soli-
darity and as one people.

FNR makes this appeal encouraging all people to 
come and stand together in unity on Naga Day.

Naga Day belongs to all!!

Forum for Naga Reconciliation
January 2, 2018.

Shillong, Jan. 2 (IANS): Four 
Meghalaya legislators, includ-
ing Congress' Alexander Hek, 
on Tuesday resigned as members 
of the Meghalaya Assembly and 
joined the BJP ahead of elections 
slated next month.

The ninth Meghalaya Assem-
bly, comprising 60 members, was 
constituted on March 1, 2013, 
and its term expires on March 6 
next year. Hek is a former BJP-
turned Congress legislator, who 
had served as a former Health 
and Family Welfare Minister in 
the Mukul Sangma cabinet before 
being sacked last year to calm the 
rebellion within the Congress Leg-
islature party.

The other three who quit in-
clude former Deputy Speaker 
Sanbor Shullai of the Nationalist 
Congress Party, besides two Inde-
pendent legislators - - Robinus Syn-
gkon and Justine Dkhar.

With the latest resignation 
of four, the strength of the ruling 
Congress has been reduced to 23 
from 30 members in the truncated 
48-member assembly following the 
resignations. The actual strength of  
Meghalaya assembly is 60.

However, Mukul Sangma is 
expected to complete his five-year 
term as Chief Minister with the 
support of one Nationalist Con-
gress Party legislator, one member 
from the North-East Democratic 
Socialist Party and five independ-
ent legislators supporting the Con-
gress-led Meghalaya United Alli-
ance government.

Soon after submitting their res-
ignation letter to Assembly Speak-
er, Abu Taher Mondal, the four 
were formally inducted as mem-
bers of the BJP at a public meeting 
held at Golf Link.

Union Tourism Minister K.J. 
Alphons, who is also the party's 
Meghalaya election in-charge, 
BJP national general secretary in-
charge North East, Ram Madhav, 
and BJP national spokesperson 
Nalin Kohli attended the meeting.

Hek, who had won on a BJP 
ticket in the 1998, 2003 and 2008 
polls and retained his assembly 
seat on Congress ticket in 2013, 
said, "The Lotus will bloom again 
in Meghalaya."

Welcoming the four former 
legislators into the BJP fold, BJP 
National General Secretary Ram 
Madhav said, "We are starting 
the New Year with a kitty of four 
MLAs already with elections two 
months away. We already have 
four MLAs. I have no doubt about 
their getting re-elected. Look at 
the Congress party, they are start-
ing the new year with minus 12 
MLAs."

"Hek is ours and he has been 
away from us for five years. It is 
a ghar wapsi for him (Hek) and 
other friends are coming to a com-
fortable house and they will feel at 
home in the BJP," the former RSS 
spokesman said.

Hinting that more legislators 
are joining the BJP in Meghalaya, 
Madhav said, "All those people 
who want a good change in Meg-

halaya should join BJP. Come to 
BJP; support BJP, because it is time 
to join the BJP because it is time 
for bringing change in Meghalaya."

"BJP is the present and future 
of India. Prime Minister (Naren-
dra Modi) came two weeks back 
here. He gave a clarion call to the 
people of Meghalaya that it is 
time for change in Meghalaya and 
it is time for BJP. Meghalaya is a 
paradise on earth, but it is under-
developed, backward and corrupt. 
This has to change, and it is time to 
change," the BJP leader said.

Alphons said that there would 
be "huge exodus" from the Con-
gress party. Last month, nine sit-
ting legislators, including six from 
the ruling Congress, resigned from 
the state Assembly to contest the 
polls on the ticket of National Peo-
ple's Party (NPP), which is a part 
of the NDA.

Former Congress legislator 
P.N. Syiem, who is also the chief  
executive of the Khasi Hills Auton-
omous District Council, resigned 
from the Assembly and joined the 
newly floated People's Democratic 
Front.

The other five former Con-
gress legislators -- Rowell Lyn-
gdoh, Prestone Tynsong, Coming 
One Ymbon, Sniawbhalang Dhar 
and Ngaitlang Dhar -- along with 
former United Democratic Party 
legislator Remington Pyngrope 
and Independents Hopeful Bamon 
and Stephanson Mukhim, will for-
mally join the NPP on January 4 at 
a public meeting. 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): Chief  Min-
ister, TR Zeliang on January 1 last dis-
cussed ‘matters relating to Naga issue’ 
with Sarbananda Sonowal, the chief  
minister of  Assam, according to a press 
release form the chief  minister’s office 
on Tuesday.

“While stating that ‘solution of  the 
Naga political Issue is a national con-
cern because it pertains to Naga people 
living in India in the four states of  As-
sam, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland,’ Zeliang said that the Naga 
political Issue was ‘an international is-
sue’ given the fact that the Naga political 
problem includes the international bor-
der of  Myanmar which needs to be re-
solved with the Myanmar government,” 
stated the press release. 

“Clearing his perspective, Zeliang 
stated that early solution to the Naga 
political problem would bring stability 
and permanent peace in the entire NE 
region. ‘If  we do not take up such a chal-

lenge, the future generation will never 
forgive us,’ he told his Assam counter-
part.

“‘With seventy years of  armed con-
flict, it is imperative to join together and 
tell the GOI to open new doors for the 
younger generation to march forward in 
peace’ he added”, it added further. 

Both the chief  ministers agreed that 
‘perception of  mainland India and the 
outside world, viewing Northeast region 
as insurgent states’ should become his-
tory, the statement informed. 

The two chief  ministers discussed 
formulating a common strategy for bet-
ter road and rail connectivity between 
Assam and Nagaland while deciding 
to have a consultative meet with other 
chief  ministers.

“They also decided to seek special 
packages on entrepreneurship in order 
to mitigate the crucial problem of seri-
ous unemployment,” the CMO state-
ment informed. 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): 
Member of  Parliament 
(Lok Sabha), Neiphiu Rio 
has announced disassocia-
tion with the newly formed 
political party by the name 
of  Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP).

The former chief  min-
ister, on Tuesday, issued a 
statement committing his 
‘natural choice to remain’ 
with the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF). “Of late, 
there has been abounding 
speculation about my deal-
ing with the newly floated 
regional party, the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party. In order to 
clear all misconceptions, I 
hereby clarify the following 
once and for all in the inter-
est of  public consumption. 

“When I was sus-
pended from the NPF in 
2015, some like-minded 
people approached me to 
form a new political party 
for which I gave my moral 
support. However, in view 
of  the present reconcilia-
tion process on the sugges-
tion of  the Election Com-
mission of  India and the 
requests of  various public 
leaders, I decided to resign 
from the post of  president, 
NPF even though I was 
elected by a whopping ma-
jority on September 20th, 
2017 at the general conven-
tion at Dimapur under the 
chief  ministership of  TR 
Zeliang and his group of  
MLAs. 

“After tendering my 
resignation on 8th De-
cember, 2017, I had also 
extended my full support 

to the presidentship of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu and 
also withdrew the dispute 
case from the Election 
Commission of  India on 
10th December, 2017. I 
started my political career 
from the Cock Party, the 
United Democratic Front 
in 1974 as youth president. 
I also made sacrifices by 
stepping down from the 
ministry in 1990 headed by 
Vamuzo to accommodate 
fellow legislators. In 2002, 
I resigned from the Con-
gress ministry headed by 
the then Chief  Minister Dr. 
SC Jamir and revived the 
present NPF party by way 
of  making numerous sac-
rifices and maximum con-
tributions. With Almighty 
God's blessings and the 
people's support, I went on 
to become the Chief  Min-
ister of  the NPF led DAN 
government for three con-
secutive terms,” the state-
ment read. 

Now, in the course of  
this reconciliation process, 
my suspension from the 
NPF party was revoked on 
14th December, 2017 to 
clear all misunderstandings 
and therefore, it is my natu-
ral choice to remain with 
the NPF to strengthen the 
party and serve the people, 
it stated.  

“Therefore, keeping 
these above-mentioned 
points in mind, I totally 
disassociate myself  from 
the NDPP in every man-
ner whatsoever. As a fledg-
ling political party, I can 
only wish them well,” Rio 
stated. 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): 
The government of  India 
has once again declared 
Nagaland as “disturbed 
area” for six more months, 
till June- end, under the 
controversial AFSPA, 
which empowers security 
forces to conduct opera-
tions anywhere and arrest 
anyone without any prior 
notice.

In a gazette notifica-
tion, the Union Home 
Ministry said it is of  the 
opinion that the area com-
prising the whole of  Naga-
land is in such a “disturbed 
and dangerous condition” 
that use of  armed forces 
in aid of  the civil power is 
necessary. 

Dimapur, Jan. 3 (EMN): The 
Rengma Selo Zi (RSZ) and 
the Rengma Students' Union 
(RSU) have announced an 
‘indefinite bandh’ to be im-
posed from Jan. 3, 6 am on-
wards in support of  the Reng-
ma community’s demand for 
Tseminyu district.

According to a press re-
lease on Tuesday, the Reng-
ma youth and students' union 
during its emergency meet-
ing held on Dec. 31, 2017 
resolved to impose the total 
bandh within its jurisdiction 
as endorsed by the Rengma 
Hoho and its frontal organi-
sation. 

“When Nagaland at-
tained its statehood in 1963, 
different districts were es-
tablished out of  political 
necessity and nothing else. 
Therefore, the state govern-
ment cannot cite any ex-
cuse and deny the legitimate 
rights of  the Rengmas. Our 
Rengma demand is genuine 
and deserving and need no 
further justifications nor do 
the government need any 
mechanism to measure and 
authenticate our demand, as 
all other districts created in 
the past were based on prior-
ity and on political necessity, 
and as such the government 
should not hesitate to take 

the decision. 
“The state government 

should not confuse the peo-
ple by talking about criteria 
when each and every district 
in the past has been created 
on the basis of  political exi-
gency and even if  criteria is 
(sic) to be cited, Tseminyu 
district fulfils every criteria 
over and above the required.  
It is irking that despite the 
state government being noti-
fied earlier of  our demand 
through a memorandum sub-
mitted by the Rengma Hoho, 
the state government should 
brush aside our Rengma sen-
timent without as much as a 
glance. The Rengma youth 
and students community feel 
that such attitude and action 
of  the state government is 
nothing but wanton suppres-
sion of  our people,” it stated. 

It thus appealed that the 
demand for a separate Reng-
ma district should be fulfilled 
before the announcement of  
the state assembly election 
due to be announced ‘within 
days failing which the bandh 
may even extend for months’. 

“To make known our ex-
treme displeasure, the two or-
ganisations may even ask its 
lone elected MLA to resign 
from the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly (NLA)  since 

the utter disrespect  accorded 
to  Rengmas whose contri-
bution both before and after 
statehood is unparalleled is 
indigestible. 

“The Bandh will have 3 
designated camps supervised 
by Nodal officers along with 
volunteers in all the Camps. 
The Rengma Hoho office at 
Tseminyu town will be the 
Control room under the su-
pervision of  the chief  con-
troller, the president of  the 
Rengma Selo Zi (RSZ) and 
assisted by RSU officials. It 
also warns all business estab-
lishments that no stockists 
should create any unneces-
sary harassment by way of  
hiking the price of  the com-
modities on the pretext of  the 
ongoing bandh. 

“As such it would like 
to make the general public 
aware that there shall be no 
shortage of  commodities and 
therefore the public should 
not panic as the struggle for 
our genuine right continues.”

Exemptions have been 
made for personnel of  district 
administration, police and 
paramilitary force, medical 
units, fire brigade, press and 
media; and “wedding pro-
cession, funerals procession, 
church organizations on con-
vention and conferences”.

You must do the things 
you think you cannot do. 

~ Eleanor Roosevelt

More than 1000 ‘excess employees’ reported to be engaged in said department 

"Union malik, please don't 
select a candidate for the whole 
village ... I want to vote on my 

own once before I die"

~ Arien

Neymar named Brazil’s 
best player in Europe |  P11

Major culling expected 
in state police department

4 Meghalaya MLAs join BJP

Zeliang discuss ‘Naga issue’ with Sonowal 

Rio says NPF is 
his ‘natural choice’

Tseminyu ‘indefinite bandh’ as 
demand for Rengma district intensifies

Nagaland declared 
as ‘disturbed area’ 
for 6 more months

Calling to belonging 
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department needed more 
time to study and bring out 
a policy to this regard. He 
informed that online ILP 
application will be made 
effective in the near future. 

Supplementing to 
this, DGP Sharma said 
the present system where 
people have to apply ILP 
in person makes the data-
base of  ILP holders very 
scattered. He is of  the 
opinion that an online ap-
plication would make for 
quick maintenance of  ILP 
database while facilitating 
people to apply for ILP on-
line. The police chief  also 
explained that Dimapur is 
not covered by the ILP, due 
to the Bengal Eastern Fron-
tal Regulations (BEFR), so 
the department was trying 
to study the legal implica-
tions of  extending ILP to 
Dimapur. 

“Till the time that is be-

ing done or considered, we 
will try to strengthen our 
existing ILP mechanism 
throughout the state so 
that illegal immigrants can 
be curtailed and checked,” 
Sharma stated. He also af-
firmed that there was a pro-
posal with the government 
for issuing ILPs online 
and also barcoding of  ILP, 
which, he said, would help 
in better checking of  ILP 
holders in the state such 
as verifying or authenticat-
ing the permits by any po-
lice officer with a barcode 
reader or a mobile phone.

With regard to former 
Nagaland cop and consult-
ant of  the state police’s mo-
tor transport wing, MKR

Pillai who was charged 
with disproportionate as-
sets case by Income Tax 
(IT) sleuths in 2016, the 
minister said he needed to 
further study the case. On 

the talks that Pillai was still 
using a police registered 
vehicle, the DGP flatly de-
nied them, saying, Pillai’s 
contract with the depart-
ment was terminated and 
he had no right to use a 
government vehicle.

On the demand by the 
Rengmas for creation of  
Tseminyu district and the 
proposed indefinite total 
bandh by Rengma organi-
zations from Jan. 3 on-
wards, Nienu said as far 
as the creation of  another 
district is concerned, if  
the particular area fulfils 
the ‘criteria’ then the gov-
ernment has no option 
but to give them. “What 
I am made to understand 
is, Noklak was taken up, 
Rengmas couldn’t come, so 
there must be some hurdles 
or it should have come to-
gether,” he stated, adding, 
“But if  in case, they (Reng-
mas) fulfil the criteria then 
they have every right to get 
(their district)”.

When queried on his 
stand as the state home 
minister towards the de-
mand of  the state govern-
ment on ‘solution before 
election’ and of  some sec-
tions of  the people on ‘so-
lution, not election’, Nienu 
said the state government 
will go by the Centre’s de-
cision. “In case they (gov-
ernment of  India) want to 
bring a solution before the 

elections, we welcome it, 
but as a political party, we 
(NPF) will go ahead pre-
paring for the elections,” 
he said. He also pointed 
out that the Election Com-
mission of  India is an 
autonomous body, and 
opined that the 2018 state 
assembly election is immi-
nent. 

On the overall law and 
order situation in Naga-
land for the year 2017, 
DGP Sharma said except 
for the time during ULB is-
sue in the early part of  the 
year, the past year had been 
peaceful ‘by and large’.

On being queried about 
his foremost task as he 
takes on the role of  min-
ister of  the police depart-
ment, Nienu said, “Restor-
ing the respect, honour 
and dignity of  the depart-
ment... The department’s 
interest will be my priority, 
and not individual interest. 
Working on professional-
ism, protecting the interest 
of  the department..” 

While acknowledg-
ing that much could not 
be achieved during his 
brief  tenure, with the gen-
eral elections slated to be 
held in two months’ time, 
he said he wanted to get 
more acquainted with the 
department and know the 
functioning of  the depart-
ment so that in the near 
future, given a chance, his 

government would try to 
restructure the police de-
partment. 

“The department has 
lost its honour and respect, 
so what we have to do is 
bring back that respect and 
honour to the department 
and the police officers. 
The officers are very ca-
pable and given a chance, 
they can be the best serv-
ing officers in the country,” 
Nienu stated.

He also informed that 
the department’s Threat 
Perception Committee 
will be sitting on Jan. 5 
and review the ‘threat per-
ception’ of  all the VVIPs, 
VIPs and officers. Towards 
this, he sought cooperation 
from all the legislators and 
heads of  departments who 
are being given personal 
bodyguards as some per-
sonnel would have to be 
withdrawn for the ensuing 
elections.

With regard to trans-
fer and posting of  officers, 
he said election guidelines 
would be upheld: three 
years posting limit will be 
maintained, ‘home-post-
ing’ will not be allowed 
therefore the pending trans-
fer/posting would be initi-
ated at the earliest. He also 
emphasized that rational-
ity will be maintained and 
equal tribal composition 
should be kept in all the 
district headquarters.

NAGA DAY



Yondon celebrates golden jubilee NPF 56th 
Noklak tenders 
en-mass 
resignation

CM and media 
fraternity condole 
with Chishi’s family

Pranab school 
organises prize 
distribution prog.

Huge quantity of IMFL confiscated

WCH jubilee 
committee meet

Janata Dal (U) appoints 
convener of the state

Awareness programme 
conducted at Darogapathar

Seyochung students conduct general session

AR apprehends one arms peddler
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NDPP convenes CEB meeting
The media and communication committee of the National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has informed all 
the members that a Central Executive Board (CEB) meeting 
is being convened by the president on Jan. 4, 11 a.m. in the 
office conference hall, Chumukedima. All concerned mem-
bers have been requested to attend positively.

ANTA Wokha informs travellers
In view of the proposed indefinite bandh on NH 2 by Reng-
ma Hoho and Rengma Selo Zi (RSZ) from Jan. 3, All Nagaland 
Taxi Association (ANTA) Wokha unit has informed that dur-
ing the proposed bandh Wokha-Dimapur taxi will be plying 
via Merapani-Assam route. However, Wokha-Kohima taxi 
service will be on hold. This infoemation was issued by the 
unit general secretary, Lipenthung Ovung.   

ABC Diphupar to celebrate  
golden jubilee
The Ao Baptist Church, Diphupar will be celebrating its gold-
en jubilee on Jan. 6 and 7th. Speakers for the programme 
are N Lipok Jamir, pastor Ao Baptist Church Dimaphupar; 
Rev. Dr. Mar Atsongchanger, executive secretary ABAM, and 
Rev. Dr. Wati Aier, former principal OTS.

YAA to hold federal assembly
The Yimchungrü Akherü Arihako (YAA) will be holding 
its federal assembly on Jan. 11 at Likimro Hydro Electric 
Project (LHEP) under Pungro sub-division in Kiphire. All 
federating units have been mandatorily asked to attend 
along with their respective resolution, statistical report and 
flag. The union also invited federating units to put forth 
agenda and/or any topics/issues pertaining to the welfare 
of the students to the federal assembly or through email at 
yimchungruakheruarihako@gmail.com before Jan. 9. The 
union also invited YTC, YWO and YGOA to attend the meet-
ing. Members are asked to reach the venue before Jan.  10 
forenoon. For further details one may contact 8974107576/ 
81149019131.

Dimapur, Tuensang DPDB meeting
The monthly District Planning & Development Board 
(DPDB) meeting of Dimapur has been convened on Jan. 8 
at 11 a.m.

The Tuensang DPDB monthly meeting has been on 
Jan. 5, 11 a.m. at Deputy Commissioner’s conference hall. 
All members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively. 

The oldest man Yondon Khel Pangti Chenio Odyuo unveiling the plaque on Monday.

K Chumseli Anar unfurls the union flag.

The accused under custody.

Assam Rifles personnel with village leaders after the 
programme at Doragapathar.

Advisor of Irrigation & Flood Control and SIRD, Tovihoto Ayemi on Saturday visited Namgalong colony 
in Dimapur where fire broke out and displaced more than 100 families. He donated in cash and kind to 
the affected victims.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
Yondon  Khel Pangti  50 
years of  “Nzyu Ethan 
Khumshum” was celebrat-
ed with the theme “victory” 
at  Yondon volley ball court 
on Jan. 1.

The plaque of  the ju-
bilee was unveiled by the 
oldest person from Yondon 
khel, Chenio Odyuo in pres-
ence of church elders from 
different denominations. 

According to press re-
lease, the first matriculate 
and graduate from the khel 
Chenio Shitiri’s exhorta-
tion speech was read out by 
Mhonbemo Shitiri. 

In his message, Chenio 
said “our forefathers were 
warriors but they live to-
gether in peace through 
love, sharing, without dis-
harmony and were brave 
etc. The 1st New Year fel-
lowship was held in 1965 
thereafter in various fields 

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 17.6 8.2 9.1 74 NIL

ZBT 13.3 11.1 12 93 NIL

MON 19.2 10 13 93 NIL

TUENSANG 15.2 11 10.7 81 NIL

MKG 17 11.4 12.7 82 NIL

PHEK 16 9 8.2 75 NIL

KIPHIRE 13.2 8 11.1 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 20.8 9.6 11.6 70 2

JALUKIE 29 13 11.9 75 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.6 15.8 15.9 92 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

blessing are abundance.”
The message also con-

veyed to the people to for-
give, forget and burry the 
past and start living togeth-
er as one to bring progress 

in all aspect.
The main speaker, P 

Oren Ngullie who spoke 
on the jubilee’s theme said 
fearing God, faith and trust 
on him will win victory in 

all walks of  life. The 1st 
weapon to success for the 
children is effective prayer 
by the parents, he said.

He encouraged the 
community to have plans, 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN):  
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
has expressed grief over the 
untimely demise of  Vihuli 
Chishi, mother of H Chishi, 
Kohima Press Club member 
and former president of the 
club, on Jan. 1 at Atoizu 
town.

In a message addressed 
to Chishi and family, chief  
minister said “the loss of a 
mother is beyond human ex-
pression but I hope and pray 
that the God Lord gives the 
bereaved family members, 
strength and courage during 
this difficult moment of pain 
and grief.”

Zeliang along with his 
family and media team of  
the Chief Minister’s Office, 
extended heartfelt condo-
lences and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in eter-
nal peace.

KPC: The members of  
Kohima Press Club (KPC) 
are deeply saddened to learn 
of  the untimely demise of  
Vihuli Chishi, mother of  
KPC member and former 
president of the press club, H 
Chishi, on Jan. 1 at Atoizu 
town. 

Chishi is said to be 64 
years and has left behind 
three sons and three daugh-
ters. The press club mourns 
the loss of  a mother along 
with the bereaved family. 

At this hour of sadness, 
the KPC conveyed its heart-
felt condolences to Chishi 
and his family members, 
and also offered prayers to 
the Almighty God to grant 
them solace, a message from 
club’s general secretary Alice 
Yhoshü conveyed.

NPA: Nagaland Press 
Association (NPA) has 
mourned the passing away 
of  Vihuli Chishi, wife of  
Qhutovi Chishi and mother 
of H Chishi, senior journal-
ist from Nagaland and NPA 
vice president.

Vihuli was 64 years at 
the time of  her death and 
leaves behind three sons 
and three daughters besides 
a host of  grandchildren. 
NPA has conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved fam-
ily members and prayed to 
the Almighty God to grant 
them strength to overcome 
their loss.

DPC: The Dimapur Press 
Club (DPC) is saddened to 
learn about the demise of Vi-
huli Chishi, mother of sen-
ior journalist and Kohima 
bureau chief  of  Nagaland 
Page, H Chishi, on Jan. 1 at 
Atoizu town.

The press club mourns 
the loss along with the be-
reaved family and prayed 
that Almighty God grant 
them strength to bear the 
loss and also the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Nagaland Page: The 
editor and staff  of  the Na-
galand Page is shocked at 
the demise of Vihuli Chishi, 
mother of  Kohima bureau 
chief, H Chishi on Jan. 1 at 
Atoizu town.

The team of Nagaland 
Page conveyed heartfelt 
condolence to the bereaved 
family and prayed that Al-
mighty God grant them 
solace and strength to bear 
the loss and departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
Pranab Vidyapith Higher 
Secondary School, Di-
mapur, observed the annual 
prize distribution day at the 
Pranab jubilee auditorium.

Master Sagar Dey of  
class 4 and Shrehadeep 
Malakar of  class 10 pre-
sented the sketch of Swami 
Pranabanandaji Maharaj. 

Principal of the school, 
Monoj Bhattacharjee pre-
sented the annual report 
highlighted about the school 
in brief.

Founder and headmas-
ter of  the school Laksh-

man Chandra Das delivered 
speech. 

‘The Pranabam’- the 
annual school magazine 
2017-18 was released by 
Srimat Swami Biswaprema-
nandaji Maharaj, assistant 
secretary, Bharat Sevashram 
Sangha, in-charge of  Jal-
paiguri BSS and president 
of  All India Hindu Milan 
Mandir Central Committee 
who was the chief guest of  
the function and guest of  
honour.

Academic awards were 
given to meritorious stu-
dents. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Assam Rifles of Kohima battalion under 
the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) conducted an operation based on 
specific information at High School junction, Kohima alongwith 
police representatives on Dec. 29.

Acco0rding to the press release, during the operation, a total of  
1,115 cases of IMFL worth INR 28,22,860 were confiscated from a 
storehouse. The items are said to have handed over to North Police 
Station.

The troops along with police representative on the same day, 
launched a search in one of the stores at Daklane in Kohima and 
seized IMFL worth INR 12,59,628. 

According to the troops, Khenuo Yano wife of Makhana Yano, 
the owner of the store is absconding. 

The confiscated items were handed over to North Police Station.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN):The 
Western Chakhesang Hoho 
(WCH) golden jubilee or-
ganising committee has con-
vened a meeting on Jan. 4, 
10 a.m. at WCH conference 
hall, Chakhesang colony, Di-
mapur town. All committee 
members, WCH executive 
members, Western Chakhe-
sang Mothers’ Association, 
Western Chakhesang Youth 
Organisation, all the affiliated 
units, village welfare unions 
and representative of student 
unions are asked to attend the 
meeting positively. Elders and 
senior leaders are also invited. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): The 
national president of  Janata 
Dal (United) Nitish Kumar has 
appointed Senchumo (NSN) 
Lotha as the state convener of  
the Nagaland Janata Dal (Unit-
ed). This was informed through 
a press statement issued by the 
secretary general of  the party 
KC Tyagi on Tuesday.

“Lotha has been active in 
Nagaland’s politics for last many 
years. He has served as the Presi-
dent of the Naga Students Fed-

eration (NSF). He has also been 
the Secretary General of North 
East Student’s Organization 
(NESO). Lotha has a history of  
struggle for the Naga’s rights. He 
has also represented in the 17th 
session of  the United Nations 
working group held at Geneva in 
1999,” the release stated. 

JD (U) has expressed hope 
that his appointment as convener 
in Nagaland will strengthen and 
expand the organization in the 
state. 

Dimapur, Jan. 02 (EMN): The Assam Rifles 
of  Dimapur battalion under the aegis of  HQ 
IGAR(North) organised awareness lecture on 
various govt. scheme such as Digital India, Mahatma 
Gandhi  National Pension Scheme, National family 
Benefit scheme and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana at Darogapathar village on Dec. 29. 

The aim of  lecture was to make the villagers 
aware about various schemes and to let them avail 
the opportunity for the development of the villages. 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): Basing on 
the information, the Assam Rifles of  
Tuensang battalion, under the aegis of  
HQ IGAR (North) conducted an opera-
tion alongwith a police representative in 
Indrapuri village, Tuensang on Jan. 1.

During the operation, one suspected 
“arms dealer” identified as one K Ha-
othiu Khaimniungan (29 yrs), son of  
Mulai Khaimniungan of  High school 
‘A’ sector of  Tuensang town was ap-
prehended. 

According to the press release from 
the authority, one point 22 Pistol with 
magazine, nine live rounds of ammuni-
tion, and INR 1,440 were seized from 
his possession. The individual alongwith 
recovered items is said to have handed 
over to  Tuensang police station.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
The Seyochung Village Stu-
dents’ Union (SVSU) gen-
eral session was held from 
Dec. 27-29 under the theme 
“Knowledge is power.”

The chief  guest of  the 
programme, K Chumseli 
Anar, president of the union 
advised the community to 
protect one’s own culture 
and tradition. He also said 
to have exhorted the gath-
ering to give priority on 
education to their children 
as education is the all round 
development. 

On social, Anar said 
division is the key to lose of  
blessing and unity is the key 
to triumph.  Therefore, he 
asked the people to live with 

work hard, and prepare to 
achieve their goals in life.

Pangti Baptist Church 
Pastor N Manglio Ngullie 
who invoked god blessing 
also released the 50 years 
souvenir. Special songs 
were presented by YYAP 
and others. Meshangphen 
Baptist Church pastor Emit-
hung Shitiri who dedicated 
the “bundle” also prayed 
for the departed pioneers 
and members. AG Church 
Pangti Pastor Yentso Ngul-
lie also offered prayer.

The steering committee 
convenor and khel chair-
man Nrisao Shitiri deliv-
ered welcome speech, invo-
cation prayer was offered 
by Deacon PBC Nramo 
Shitiri, while benediction 
was pronounced by Ezan-
thung Ngullie and vote 
of  thanks was proposed 
by convener Wobansao 
Kithan. 

Dimapur, Jan. 02 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) party of  56th Nok-
lak, assembly constituency 
have tendered en-mass res-
ignation from the active 
membership of  the party. 
This was informed through 
a press release issued by 
Noksha Lam, 56th Noklak 
AC, Tuensang.

“We the Party of  Dr. 
Benjung Lam, intending 
candidate of  56 Assembly 
Constituency, Noklak have 
resolved to resigned en-
mass from the active mem-
bership of  Naga People’s 
Front Party and have joined 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
for better development and 
good governance with im-
mediate effect,” the release 
stated. 

love and understanding. 
On the economic, he 

said money doesn’t grow on 

trees; therefore, one should 
utilised money wisely. 

On political, Anar urged 

the people to support the 
NBCC clean election cam-
paign, the release stated.
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Vilelie Khamo speaking during the 64th general session of Thenyimi 
Students’ Union on December 30.

One of the resource persons speaking at the Khezhakeno Combine Service 2017-18 on the theme ‘Uko sielie 
di chükhe’ which was held from December 29 to January 1.

Bishop of Kohima, Rev. Fr. James Thoppil along with Leo Chase and his parents after the ordination 
ceremony on January 2 at St. Joseph’s Church, Chumoukedima.

Khezhakeno chieftain embraces Christianity TSU holds general session

Bishop ordains 107th priest at St. Jospeh’s Church, Chumoukedima

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
In a significant turns of  
event, the last non-Chris-
tian member namely 
Timikha Mowo, the an-
cestral village chieftain, 
from Khezhakeno village 
under Phek district, has 
embraced Christianity and 
decided to be member of  
the Khezhakeno Baptist 
Church.

Timikha Mowo has de-
cided to embrace Christi-
anity during the Khezhak-
eno Combine Service 
held from December 29 to 
January 1 held at Lepfhe 
ground, Khezhakeno. 

Khezhakeno Combine 
Service 2017-18 was held 
on the theme ‘Uko sie-
lie di chükhe’ (Let us rise 
and build) Neh.2:18.  The 
service programme was a 
historic coming together of  
various churches and de-
nominations ranging from 
Baptist, Christian Revival, 
and Catholics etc under 
one roof to praise the glory 
of  God and sought His for-
giveness and blessings. 

The occasion was well 
attended by over thousand 
all throughout the services. 
Various prominent digni-
taries greeted during the 
occasion while pastor M 
Khupo, Kevechüpe Pfüno, 
V Pfükrulhou Koza, N 
Neilo Koza, S Dilo Koza, 
and D Kemvü Koza 

chaired the various service 
programmes and Pfüchüpe 
Koza conducted the ‘Tal-
ent Expo.’ 

In the choir competi-
tions, CRC (U) and KBC 
(Main) were declared win-
ners, while KUDD youth 
choir and KWSK choir 
were declared winners in 
the second and third posi-
tions respectively.

The programme was 
exhorted by Khape Koza, 
Principal District and Ses-
sion Judge; Lakha Koza, 
Deputy Commissioner of  
Police, Dimapur; Kevekha 
Kevin Zehol, Joint Secre-
tary and Additional Direc-
tor of  ATI; L Neilo Koza, 
Chief  Manager of  ONGC 
Dehradun; and Timikha 
Koza, president of  TPO.

The four-day spiritual 
awakening service pro-
gramme witnessed a thor-
ough re-visitation of self-soul 
searching, to confess sins, 
seek forgiveness, and ask for 
His heavenly blessings. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rev. Bulechü Koza, 
senior pastor of  CRC 
Sodzülhou, Dimapur, 
called upon all the mem-
bers to love one another, to 
learn to forgive and recon-
cile. He went on state that 
having different denomina-
tions cannot bring salva-
tion but only by having true 
relationship, good belief  
and faith in God.

Neizo Koza, pastor of  
CBC, 7th Mile village, Di-
mapurk, called upon the 
members and leaders alike 

to be humble and have 
compassion for the weak 
and the poor. He further 
called upon all not to waste 
time but decide to follow 
Jesus Christ.

Rev. C Ngolo Koza, 
pastor of  HOPFAN, Di-
mapur, urged all the mem-
bers to keep away all dif-
ferences and forgive each 
other. He said there is noth-
ing more pleasing than to 
love and live in unity.

Dr. Khape Ladu, pas-
tor of  CRC Dimapur 
Town, called upon all the 
Kozabomi people to intro-
spect and retrospect and 
start building in whatever 
profession one pursues. He 
called upon all the leaders 
to unite and work together 
for a better society. 

David Koza, pastor of  
CCRC, Upper PWD, Ko-
hima, stated that forgiving 
one another is one of  the 
greatest virtues among the 
believers. Stating that God 
had sent His only son Jesus 
Christ to earth to forgive, 
he said it is for us to follow 
or emulate in the likeness 
of  Christ to forgive one 
another. He further stated 
that if  one does not forgive 
others, than that sin will 
block all blessings to his 
off-springs.

Dr. Vetso Koza, pas-
tor of  CBC Kohima, 
called upon all to ponder 
on “What is the purpose 
of  man here on earth and 
what is the meaning of  
life here on earth?” To the 
queries, he said we could 
find the answer only when 
we put God to this entire 
question. The answer, he 
said, is not wealth, rich-
ness, leadership, status or 
achievements etc. but to 
“fear God and obey His 
commandments for this is 
the whole duty of  man.” 

Speaking on theme 
‘Let us rise and build,’ he 
said that like Nehemiah 
we too need to ask for for-
giveness for all disobedi-
ence to receive His bless-
ings adding one need to 
realise and repent, praise 
God with all our heart and 
observes His laws. 

Kohima, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
Marking the bond of  
friendship between Theny-
izu and Mima villages, 
Thenyizumi Student’s Un-
ion (TSU) has organised 
its 64th general session 
at Government Middle 
School, Thenyizu, on De-
cember 30.

Vilelie Khamo, class-1 
contractor and chief  guest 
of  the programme, chal-
lenged the students to 
be hardworking, sincere 
and strive for excellence 
in their endeavour. He 
encouraged them to be 
humble in all their under-
taking to achieve success. 
He said hard work is the 
only solution to achieve 

success in life.
In the evening ses-

sion, Kropayi Dawhou, 
entrepreneur, spoke on the 
theme “Striving to live.” 
Narrating his own story 
and early struggle in his 
life, he challenged upon 
the students to work hard 
and work beyond expecta-
tions and leave the rest to 
Almighty God. 

He further reminded 
the gathering to remain 
positive at all times. He 
also called on the students 
not to forget their own 
identity and culture.

Khamo stressed on 
the Thenyizu village and 
Mima village to continue 
their friendship and have a 

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
The Diocese of  Kohima 
witnessed the ordina-
tion of  the 107th dioc-
esan priest, Deacon Leo 
Chase on January 2 at St. 
Joseph’s Church, Chu-
moukedima. Bishop of  
Kohima Rev. Fr. James 
Thoppil officiated the 
ordination ceremony 
and concelebrated by 45 
priests in the presence of  
Sisters, parents, Broth-
ers, sister, friends and 
relatives of  Rev. Leo, 
invitees, dignitaries and 
faithful.

It was reported that 
Deacon Leo Chase, son 
of  Atso Anthony Chases 
and Mrs Seno Teresa, 
was born on October 30, 

1986, at Tenyiphe village. 
He hails originally from 
Khonoma village under 
Kohima district. He is the 
second son among the five 
children with three broth-
ers and a sister. 

He belongs to St. An-
thony Church, Tenyiphe, 
under St. Joseph’s Par-
ish, Chumoukedima. He 
started his journey to 
priesthood after his ma-
triculation. He underwent 
series of  formative stages 
until he was ordained on 
January 2, 2018.

The deacon was pre-
sented by his parents 
after removing the tradi-
tional dress, indicating 
that he is being set apart 
for God’s work. Vilhozu 

better bonding between the 
two villages. 

Choseta Swuro, con-
venor of  planning and vi-
sion cell, Thenyizu, speak-
ing on retold legends about 
Thenyizu and Mima vil-
lage, said the friendship be-
tween Thenyizu and Mima 
villagers begun with the 
killing of  a stag since time 
immemorial. With the 
friendship, the two villag-
es exchanged mass feasts 
(kecünyi) and pledged not 
to head-hunt each other. 
The two villages vowed 
to protect each other dur-
ing the head -hunting era 
and also exchanged their 
animals and agricultural 
products. 

Vekedu Resu, TSU 
president, thanked the pio-
neers who took great trou-
ble in bringing the union 
thus far. He congratulated 
the meritorious students 
especially Dr. Thejotalu 
Nienu, Rev. Fr. Mhasikho-
lie Martin Swiho, and 
Surhotalu Swiho, gold me-
dalists from the Nagaland 
University. The president 
also led the crowd to pay-
ing tributes to late gazette 
officer Vekrotsu Swuro.

Mima village coun-
cil members along with 
Thenyizumi council mem-
bers had a brief  meeting 
after the general session to 
revive the historical bond.

Chase implored the tradi-
tional blessing upon Dea-
con Leo before he was 
presented the before the 
church. 

The Bishop has 
thanked the parents and 
relatives of  Deacon Leo 
for offering him to God 
and to the church. He 
stated that Deacon Leo 
has been set apart and 
consecrated to God’s 
work and His mission. 

Speaking about the 
significance of  priest-
hood, the Bishop stated 
that, “Priesthood is a gift 
and source of  blessing to 
the family, church, tribe, 
and the society at large.”

Bishop raised series 
of  questions to Deacon 

Leo concerning the heart 
of  the life-long priestly 
commitment. Bishop 
appealed the newly or-
dained priest to uphold 
the preaching of  the Gos-
pel faithfully and to serve 
the people. 

Basing on the reading 
from the Gospel of  St. 
John, the Bishop reflect-
ed on one simple ques-
tion which Jesus asked 
Simon Peter three times, 
“Simon, son of  John, do 
you love me”? (Jn 21:16). 
The Bishop related that 
discipleship or priesthood 
involves the whole being – 
mind, body and the heart 
responding this question 
every day.

Bishop further ap-

pealed Deacon Leo to 
make his priority an inti-
macy with Jesus. In order 
to minister in His name 
and to carry on His mis-
sion of  love and redemp-
tion, the Bishop reminded 
Leo to spend time in 
prayer, listen to His word 
in prayer and meditation. 

Fr. Leo Chase has 
thanked God for blessings 
and calling him to share 
in the ministry of  Jesus, 
the good Shepherd. He 
has particularly thanked 
all those who have helped 
him reach the final stage 
to priesthood. 

Fr. Pezalhukho 
George Rino was the 
commentator of  the ordi-
nation ceremony.
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Assam publishes part draft of NRC with 
1.9 cr names, mixed reactions in state 

Lapang downplays 
Cong leaders quitting 
the party in Meghalaya

‘Manipur govt. for all-round development’ Tripura students to perform traditional 
tribal dance at R Day parade

Tea production down by 
7.79% in November 2017

Amul Falcons 
continue to pique 
environmentalists

Guwahati, Jan 2. (IANS): 
The Assam government 
has published part of  the 
draft of  the much-await-
ed National Register of  
Citizens (NRC) which in-
cludes names of  1.9 crore 
people of  total 3.29 crore 
applicants in the state, an 
official said.

T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n 
evoked a mixed response 
across the state while 
there are reports that one 
person in the state’s Sil-
char allegedly committed 
suicide after not finding 
his name.

Making the announce-
ment at a press conference 
here close to midnight on 
Sunday, Registrar Gen-
eral of  India, Sailesh said 
the names of  the rest of  
the people are at various 
stages of  verification.

The status of  inclusion 
of  names can be checked 
in the websites -- www.
nrcassam.nic.in, www.
assam.gov.in, www.as-
sam.mygov.in and www.
homeandpolitical.assam.
gov.in, the Office of  the 
State Coordinator of  Na-
tional Registration (NRC) 
posted on its official Twit-
ter page.

Sailesh said the com-
plete NRC will be pub-
lished within 2018, adding 
that Sunday’s publication 
is only the part draft and 

that there is no need to 
worry if  anyone’s name 
has not been included 
in it.

“It only means that 
his or her name is at some 
stage of  verification,” he 
said.

 The NRC authorities 
had received applications 
submitted by 3.29 crore 
people, accompanied by 
six crore documents, of  
the state for inclusion of  
their names in the NRC, 
the process of  updating 
which began in 2013 and 
was carried out under the 
Supreme Court’s instruc-
tion. In Cachar, police 
said that Hanif  Khan’s 
body was found hanging 
in the backyard of  his 
house. “Locals said that 
the person got afraid after 
his name was not found 
in the NRC and took the 
extreme step. However, 
we are trying to ascertain 
if  there is some other rea-
sons behind his decision,” 
said a police officer.

Whi le  the  h is tor ic 
move has elated most of  
the citizens of  the state, 
yet many people found it 
disheartening not to find 
their names in the part 
draft NRC.

People from different 
walks of  life were seen 
queued  a t  NRC Seva 
Kendras located in dif-

ferent parts of  the state 
to find out whether their 
names figured in it. Some 
were disheartened as their 
names did not appear in 
the NRC and said that 
there are some problems 
by which some genuine 
names did not appear.

However, welcoming 
the draft NRC’s part, All 
Assam Students Union 
(Aasu) adviser Samujjal 
Bhattacharyya termed 
it the “first step towards 
having a foreigner-free 
Assam”. “The updated 
NRC is the result of  38 
years of  wait after the 
historic Assam Accord 
was signed. This is going 
to be the only constitu-
tional safeguard for the 
indigenous people of  the 
state,” he said. 

Bhattacharyya also 
thanked the  Supreme 
Court, saying that it is due 
to the consistent monitor-
ing of  the apex court that 
the people of  Assam has 
got the part draft NRC. 
Opposition leader Deba-
brata Saikia welcomed the 
effort but said that names 
of  many people left out in 
the part draft.

“This should not have 
happened. I hope that 
all the names of  genu-
ine Indian citizens will 
be included in the final 
NRC,” he said adding that 

the names of  Congress 
legislator Nurul Huda, 
whose forefathers’ name 
appeared in 1951 had not 
figured in the updated 
NRC. 

“These are genuine 
cases which are left out 
and I hope they will cor-
rect the same soon,” he 
said. A senior All India 
United Democratic Front 
(AIUDF) leader said that 
party chief  Badruddin 
Ajmal’s name also did 
not figure in the NRC, 
but added here is no need 
to panic and that the fi-
nal NRC would include 
the names of  all genuine 
Indian citizens in Assam.
Will ensure every claim 
of citizenship is verified 
– Congress 
The Congress on Monday 
said that while it wel-
comes the first ‘Draft List 
of  National Register of  
Citizens (NRC) for Assam 
issued on Sunday night, 
its workers will ensure 
that the entire exercise is 
carried out with “com-
plete integrity, transpar-
ency and accountability”.

“The first step in this 
Herculean task has been 
possible  owing to the 
commitment of  people of  
the state to Assam to the 
Assam Peace Accord. We 
reiterate that Congress 
party remains committed 

to every pledge made in 
the Accord,” Congress 
Spokesperson Randeep 
Singh Surjewala said.The 
Registrar General of  India 
on Sunday night issued 
the first Draft List con-
taining 1.9 crore names 
in accordance with the 
Supreme Court directions 
to publish the first draft on 
or before December 31, 
2017. As many as 68.27 
lakh families comprising 
of  3.29 crore applicants 
had submitted 6.5 crore 
documents in support of  
their citizenship claims. 

“This is the follow-up 
action of  the historical 
1985 Assam Peace Ac-
cord signed by the Rajiv 
Gandhi government with 
AASU and Assam Gana 
Sangram Parishad, which 
led to the end of  one of  
the most violent move-
ments in Assam and cul-
minated in strengthening 
of  democratic process. 
This process of  identi-
fication and inclusion 
has been carried on since 
then,” Surjewala said.

As  pe r  the  Assam 
Accord, the government 
needed to identify and 
deport illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh and pro-
vide constitutional safe-
guards to indigenous com-
munities of  the state.

“Congress Party will 

also ensure that the entire 
process of  verification 
of  citizens is carried out 
with complete integrity, 
transparency and account-
ability. 

“We assure the people 
of  Assam that Congress 
leaders and workers will 
leave no stone unturned 
to ensure that not a sin-
gle claim of  any citizen 
is left unaddressed and 
not a single family or a 
section of  people suffers 
on account of  lack of  ap-
propriate verification of  
their documents or claim. 
We will handhold and 
provide all the necessary 
support in this regard,” 
the Congress leader said.

Sur jewala said the 
initiative to prepare the 
Citizen Register was taken 
forward after a tripar-
tite consensus in 2005, 
between the then Prime 
M i n i s t e r  M a n m o h a n 
Singh, then Assam Chief  
Minister Tarun Gogoi, 
and the representatives 
of  All Assam Students 
Union (AASU).

“The exercise, that so 
begun in right earnest-
ness, has been monitored 
by the Supreme Court 
of  India since December 
2013 and the first draft 
has consequently been 
published yesterday (Sun-
day),” he added.

Shillong, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader 
and former Meghalaya 
chief  minister D D La-
pang today downplayed 
six party leaders quitting 
the party ahead of  the 
assembly elections and 
claimed that the Congress 
is united in the state.

“Those who are not 
comfortable have gone 
away and those who went 
on their own could not 
take lock, stock and barrel 
with them as the original 
Congress supporters are 
there,” Lapang who was 
removed from the party 
president post last week, 
said.

He claimed the party 
is united in Meghalaya 
and wil l  get  s tronger. 
Former deputy chief  min-
ister Rowell Lyngdoh and 
former cabinet ministers 

Prestone Tynsong, A L 
Hek, Sniawbhalang Dhar, 
Comingone Ymbon and 
MLA Ngait lang Dhar 
have all resigned and an-
nounced they would con-
test the 2018 Assembly 
election in National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) and BJP 
ticket.

Lapang backed Con-
gress president Rahul Gan-
dhi’s decision to appoint 
four co-ordinators of  the 
party who will be touring 
the state. The former chief  
minister claimed that his 
health forced him to ask 
the party high command 
to relieve him from the 
state party president post.

“As a president your 
presence should be felt in 
every nook and corner,” 
he said, adding that it was 
not possible for him to 
complete the routine.   

Agartala, Jan. 2 (IANS): Tribal 
students from Tripura will for the 
first time perform their traditional 
dance at the Republic Day parade 
on January 26, an official said here 
on Tuesday.

“In all 150 tribal students of  25 
schools from three Tripura districts 
will for the first time perform tradi-
tional ‘Sangrai dance’ in the Repub-
lic Day parade,” Information and 
Cultural Affairs Department official 
Kumar Sinha told IANS.

He said the students led by 25 
teachers left here on Monday for New 
Delhi, where they would take part in 
a 21-day rehearsal, supervised by the 
Defence Ministry.

‘Sangrai dance’ is performed by 

the ‘Mog’ tribal community on the 
occasion of  Sangrai festival during 
the month of  Chaitra (in April) of  
the Bengali calendar year. Young 
boys and girls in particular, celebrate 
the event through colourful cultural 
programmes to invite the new Ben-
gali year.

The Mogs are one of  the 19 tribes 
in Tripura. Tribals or Adivasis consti-
tute a third of  Tripura’s 3.7 million 
people. Sinha said the Tripua stu-
dents are the only ones from the en-
tire eastern region selected to perform 
at the Republic Day parade this year.

He said that the Eastern Zonal 
Cultural Centre extended their help 
to send the Tripura dance troupe to 
Delhi.

Kolkata, Jan. 2 (IANS): India’s 
tea production in November 2017 
stood at 118.9 million kgs, down by 
7.79 per cent from 128.94 million 
kgs produced in the same month 
last year, according to Tea Board of  
India data.

According to estimated produc-
tion data, the decline of  10.04 mil-
lion kgs in November was due to 
drop in production in ‘north’ India.

In the area, which covers the 
eastern state of  West Bengal and 
northeastern Assam, Assam’s pro-
duction fell by 11 per cent to 60.70 
million kgs in November 2017 as 
compared to 68.20 million kgs pro-
duced in the corresponding month 

of  2016 while West Bengal’s pro-
duction for the month was at 35.35 
million kgs, down by 8.63 per cent 
from 38.69 million kgs produced in 
same month of  2016.

Taking Assam, West Bengal and 
others together, the estimated crop 
in north India fell by 11.39 million 
kgs or by 10.38 per cent to 98.35 
million kgs.

In south India - Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Karnataka, the tea pro-
duction increased by 7.03 per cent 
to 20.55 million kgs in November 
2017 as against 19.20 million kgs 
produced in November 2016. 

In India, small growers produced 
56.6 million kgs in November 2017.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 2 (EMN): Dep-
uty Chief  Minister Yumnam 
Joykumar Singh reiterated 
that government is fully com-
mitted to all round develop-
ment of  Manipur, irrespective 
of  hill and valley. Govern-
ment have no intention to 
ignore or hurt anybody or any 
agency.

Addressing a press confer-
ence held today at his official 
chamber in Manipur Secre-
tariat, deputy chief  minister 
said, we have the intentions to 
extend support and help any 
agency which are meant for 
the welfare of  people.

Rejecting a media report 
on alleged misusing of  power 
by himself  and another cabi-
net colleague ignoring, har-
assing and blackmailing six 
Autonomous District Coun-
cils (ADCs), Joykumar Singh 
said, the report published 
in the media is completely 
baseless and false. He said, 
we have every reason to reject 
that report that no such act 
has been done so far.

Clarifying that excess au-
thorisation proposals has to 
be examined, Joykumar Singh 
said, proposals made by fi-
nance department regarding 
salaries payment of  Educa-
tion department of  six ADCs 
has to be considered very 
carefully as it has many due 
components like salaries pay-
ment of  133 Primary Teachers 
and 894 Chowkidars which 
have been regularised in 2016-
17 amounting to a total of  

around Rs 19 crores. Also, a 
total of  around 11 crores have 
also been proposed by the 
finance department for back-
log payment of  arrears which 
were applied in 2009-10.

Such payments need to 
be audited and therefore, a 
consultation was held on 
December 23, 2017 along 
with Principal Secretaries of  
Finance and Tribal Affairs 
and Hills. He further said, a 
committee to audit the same 
will be formed with members 
from Finance, TA & Hills 
departments and once it is 
audited, all due payments will 
be made.

While appealing not to 
indulge in allegations, pres-
surizing or blackmailing au-
thority without any appropri-
ate evidence, Deputy Chief  
Minister warned to take legal 
action against those who are 
involved in such blame game. 
He also cautioned that Gov-
ernment will not succumb to 
such emotional blackmailing.

Principal Secretary (TA 
& Hills) L Lakher, Special 
Secretary (Finance) Kim and 
Joint Secretary (Finance) 
Radhabinod also attended 
among others in the confer-
ence.

Agriculture minister in-
augurates-Agriculture, Vety& 
Animal Husbandry Minister 
V Hangkhanlian today inau-
gurated One-Day Literary-
cum-UPSC Workshop at Dis-
trict Training Center Tuibong, 
Churchandpur District in the 
presence of  Shyam Lal Poo-

nia, Deputy Commissioner 
of  Churachandpur District, 
Rakesh Balwal , SP Churach-
andpur, Haulianlal Guite 
IAS,Secretary, Jaipur De-
velopment Authority, Thari 
Sitkil IRS, DC Taxes, Stephen 
PD Lun IDES,CEO Ahmeda-
bad & H Doungel, Coordina-
tor NYK.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Minister V Hangkhanlian 
appreciated Haulianlal Guite 
for his book and stressed that 
writing books is an art but 
a very difficult task. ‘The 
Production of  this valuable 
books “Confession of  A Dy-
ing Mind-The Blind Faith 
of  Atheism’’ with the theme 
“Education is the key to eve-
rything that matters “will be 
an inspiration and the book 
itself  will be an example for 
young educated generations 
to encourage in their career 
for achieving goals to deter-
mination to become one great 
person.

Through this  kind of  
workshop from knowledge-
able resource persons, the 
students will benefit and get 
more enlightened’, he added. 
As we all are aware, we are 
facing acute unemployment 
problem and the Govt. of  
India is concentrating on the 
9th Plan for generating new 
employment opportunities 
for 10 million and not only 
Civil Services, but other sec-
tors also in the Govt. which 
we can excel, appealed the 
minister of  Agriculture, Vety 
& Animal Husbandry.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
Environmentalists and 
officials expressed their 
desire to study whether 
the Amur Falcon (Falcon 
amurensis) has shifted 
their stop-over sites to 
new places considering 
the global climate change 
and human activities.

Amur Falcon, one of  
the long distance migra-
tory birds in the world-- 
covering 22,000 kilome-
tres in its no-stop flight 
used to arrive in thou-
sands along the Barak 
river belts in Manipur’s 
Tamenglong district, 
largest orange producer 
district, during mid Oc-
tober to November end 
every year.

This small raptor of  
the falcon family which is 
primarily recorded from 
northeast India, travels 
from eastern Asia all the 
way to southern Africa 
and back every year.

During their stay in 
Manipur Tamenglongin 
particular, this one of  the 
least talked raptor species 
out of  69 in known in 
India, controls the insects 
and pests in the agricul-
tural fields during harvest 
seasons by eating up the 
termites and grasshop-
pers etc.

A  Fores t  o f f i c i a l 
believed that the birds 
might have shifted to new 
stop-over sites in the re-
gions due to changing 
climatic conditions etc. 
But he said they can-
not confirm it officially 
unless there is a proper 
study.

He however agreed 

that the birds were seen 
in big number in the Bar-
ak river belt in Tamen-
glong district in 2015.
But it was declined in the 
following years 2016 and 
2017. “May be the birds 
might have shifted to 
stop-over sites.” he said. 
“We need mass aware-
ness besides conducting 
proper study and satel-
lite tracking of  the bird’s 
migratory routes.” 

Sharing a similar sen-
timent, Mordecai Pan-
mei, a member of  Rain 
Forest Club, a Tamen-
glong based organisation 
which had been taking 
up  awareness program 
in association with for-
est department since last 
three years, said they had 
spotted a flocks of  Amur 
falcons at Khumzi area,a 
new stop-over site under 
Noney district this year.

Mordeca i  who  i s 
presently doing scientific 
documentation of  the 
Dailong(village) biodi-
versity heritage site in 
Tamenglong district for 
the Corbett Foundation, 
a well known NGO for 
wildlife conservation in 
the country, also admit-
ted the changing climat-
ic pattern and ongoing 
human activities could 
be one of  the factor for 
this sensitive bird to shift 
their resting sites.

Ta m e n g l o n g  a n d 
Noney areas in Manipur 
where human activities 
are on for the railway 
projects since last few 
years, has seen a chang-
ing a rain pattern this 
year, according to vil-
lagers.

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1692SUD0KU 1532
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1 Essence of roses
6 Became frayed
10 Embargoes
14 “The Wreck of the Mary __”
15 Cupid alias
16 “The Time Machine” people
17 Detach
18 Baseball gear
19 Booty
20 Basic feature
22 Athenian or Corinthian
24 Beauty queen’s crown
26 Adjustable rope loops
27 Ancient Greek coin
30 Middle-schooler
32 Granada greeting
33 “Bye-bye!”
35 Gurus
39 Hesitant sounds
40 Beachfront sheds
42 Western treaty grp.
43 Accumulation
45 It means nothing to Nicolette
46 Acid or screen follower
47 French actor Delon
49 Haunted house inhabitants
51 Rouse
54 Descendant
56 Figures in Hinduism
58 Computer command
62 Place for a flowerpot
63 Abate
65 Bone below the femur
66 Bathe
67 Ladies of Spain: Abbr.
68 Pass legislation
69 NASA chimp
70 They cover Highland heads
71 Classroom needs
Down
1 Together, in music
2 Addition column
3 A little night music
4 Brief solo

5 “The Day the Earth Stood 
Still” star

6 “Der Freischutz” 
composer

7 Man-mouse connector
8 “Call It Sleep” novelist
9 Ancient Qumran 

inhabitant
10 Roman goddess of war
11 Medicinal plants
12 Peter of Herman’s 

Hermits
13 Locations
21 Magna __
23 Fertile loam

25 Reaches
27  “___ Leaving Home” 

(Beatles song)
28 Actionable wrong
29 Additionally
31 Ebb
34 Dugout shelter
36 Leaves town
37 Daybreak direction
38 Fast fliers
40 Actress Johnson of 

“Brief Encounter”
41 1973 Rolling Stones hit
44 Baby toys
46 Certain annuity plan

48 Bust
50 Made introductions, 

maybe
51 Swiss city on the Rhine
52 Perrier alternative
53 Barrage
55 Garnish leaf
57 “Two Mules for Sister 

___”
59 “___ le roi!” (Bastille 

cry)
60 “Casablanca” cafe 

owner
61 Does lacework
64 America’s Uncle
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India’s direct selling industry 
may reach Rs 159.3 bn by 2021

Profit booking subdues equity indices 

RIL commissions world’s largest 
refinery off-gas cracker at Jamnagar

Telcos need to give interconnection 
points within 30 days of request— TRAI

Coal India may miss 
production target during FY’18 

Kerala tourism industry 
hit by GST— Minister 

Air India’s projected net loss 
for 2017-18 less than 2016-17

Trading in Bitcoin, Ethereum illegal —Jaitley

SBI cuts base rate to 8.65% to 
benefit retail borrowers

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): India’s 
direct selling industry has nearly 
doubled since 2011 to Rs 126.6 
billion in 2016 and is expected to 
grow at a compounded annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of  4.8 per 
cent to reach Rs 159.3 billion in 
2021, a study by industry body 
Assocham, released on Tuesday, 
said.

It said the average sales of  each 
participant in India is about $300 
per year.

“Direct selling opportunities 
can be enhanced in India provided 
we create a conducive environment 
which i s  protec t ing  a l l  the 
stakeholders within the framework 
of  the regulatory framework,” the 

study said.
In 2015-16, the country’s 

ranking improved two places to 
20th globally in terms of  size of  the 
market, from 22nd in the previous 
year, the study showed. The top 
three markets in the segment are 
the US, China and Korea.

Global retail  sales in the 
industry touched a fresh record of  
$183 billion in 2015-16. Growth in 
sales and number of  people joining 
the industry rose in around 80 per 
cent of  the countries around the 
world, the study showed. 

The study also said despite 
substantial  growth over the 
years and a number of  ways 
in which it has contributed to 

Indian economy, this industry 
is the most misunderstood and 
unacknowledged business activity. 

“The main reason for the 
same is the use of  networking and 
schemes through which the activity 
of  direct selling is undertaken. In 
majority of  cases (of  course, where 
credible entities/promoters are 
involved) such network marketing 
schemes are means to increase the 
expanse of  business. 

However, India and its public 
has been on the receiving end of  
numerous unscrupulous schemes 
where people have lost money, 
credibility, honour and livelihood,” 
the study said.

According to a survey of  

2015-2016, it is estimated that 
over the past five years, about 
500,000 people benefited from 
the opportunities offered by the 
industry, the report said. 

The study attributes the growth 
of  the direct selling industry in 
India to various government 
schemes including Skill India, 
Make in India, Digital India and 
Startup India.

The study also recommended 
implementation of  guidelines at 
state level, relaxation in the Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) policy, 
and enactment of  Consumer 
Protection Bill, among others, to 
provide a sustainable operating 
environment for the sector.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (IANS): The key indices of  
the Indian equity market closed Tuesday’s 
trade session on a flat note after volatility 
was induced due to caution ahead of  
upcoming quarterly earning results, and 
profit booking.

Market analysts observed that heavy 
selling pressure in healthcare, capital goods 
and oil and gas stocks pared the initial 
gains made on the back of positive Asian 
markets. 

Consequently, the 30-scrip S&P BSE 
Sensex, which had ended Monday’s session 
at 33,812.75 points, closed flat at 33,812.26 
points. 

Similarly, the National Stock Exchange’s 
(NSE) Nifty50 closed on a flat note at 
10,442.20 points, up by a mere 6.65 points 
or 0.06 per cent.

“Markets ended with marginal gains 
after a volatile session that saw the bulls 
and bears trying to dominate the session 
alternately,” Deepak Jasani, Head, Retail 
Research, HDFC Securities, told IANS.

“Broad market indices like the BSE 
Mid Cap and Small Cap fell more, thereby 
underperforming the main indices. Major 
Asian markets have closed on a positive 
note.”

According to Vinod Nair, Head of  
Research with Geojit Financial Services: 
“Market remained subdued despite positive 
momentum in Asian market amid concern 
on introduction of  long term capital gain 
tax and ahead of Q3 earnings season.”

“The start for the year has been shaky 

and cautious as markets wait quarter 
results and all eyes on the Budget due on 
1st February,” Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of Tradebulls, told 
IANS.

On the currency front, the Indian rupee 
strengthened by 20 paise to close at 63.48 
against the US dollar from its previous close 
at 63.68.

Provisional data with the exchanges 
showed that foreign institutional investors 
purchased scrips worth Rs 522.74 crore 
while domestic institutional investors 
bought stocks worth Rs 64.70 crore.

Sectorwise, the S&P BSE healthcare 
index fell by 107.64 points, capital goods 
index by 98.25 points and oil and gas 
index by 69.94 points. On the other hand, 
S&P BSE metal index rose by 94.22 
points, followed by automobile index by 
23.05 points and power index by 7.73 
points.

Major Sensex gainers on Tuesday were: 
Tata Motors DVR, up 4.24 per cent at Rs 
252.95; Tata Motors, up 3.16 per cent at 
Rs 438.85; ONGC, up 2.36 per cent at Rs 
196.95; Coal India, up 1.46 per cent at Rs 
270.35; and NTPC, up 1.33 per cent at Rs 
178.75.

Major Sensex losers were: Bharti Airtel, 
down 2.24 per cent at Rs 516.30; State Bank 
of India, down 1.35 per cent at Rs 302.90; 
Maruti Suzuki, down 1.24 per cent at Rs 
9,545.15; Larsen and Toubro, down 1.01 
per cent at Rs 1,249.10; and Axis Bank, 
down 0.91 per cent at Rs 559.70.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
R e l i a n c e  I n d u s t r i e s 
L i m i t e d  ( R I L )  h a s 
successfully commissioned 
its refinery off-gas cracker 
(ROGC) complex of  1.5 
million tonnes per annum 
(MTPA) capacity along 
with downstream plants 
and utilities, the company 
a n n o u n c e d  h e r e  o n 
Tuesday.

I t  sa id  the  ROGC 
c o m p l e x  i s  a  c o r e 
c o m p o n e n t  o f  R I L’s 
m o s t  i n n ova t ive  a n d 
world-scale J3 project at 
its integrated Refinery-
Petrochemicals complex 
at Jamnagar.

“The  wor ld ’s  f i r s t 
ROGC and downstream 
plants marks a paradigm 
shift in the profitability 
and sustainability of  RIL’s 
petrochemicals business. 

The ROGC complex 
i s  b u i l t  o n  o u r  c o r e 
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  d e e p 
feedstock integration to 
establish industry leading 
c o s t  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y 
b e n c h m a r k s , ”  s a i d 
M u k e s h  D.  A m b a n i , 
Chairman and Managing 

D i r e c t o r ,  R e l i a n c e 
Industries Limited, in a 
company statement.

“ T h i s  w o r l d 
s ca l e  pe t rochemica l s 
expansion, once again 
showcases RIL’s unique 
competitive advantage 
in efficient execution of  
complex projects  and 
flawless commissioning 
c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a d d i n g 
yet another jewel to its 
crown,” he added.

This  i s  one  of  the 
largest capital expenditure 
programme globally in the 
sector in recent times, the 
statement said.

“ I t  e p i t o m i s e s 
RIL’s core strategy of  
continuously pursuing 
oppor tunit ies for cost 
o p t i m i s a t i o n  a n d 
efficiency enhancement 
t h r o u g h  v e r t i c a l 
integration across the 
value chain.”

The ROGC complex 
has a unique configuration 
as it uses off-gases from 
RIL’s two refineries at 
Jamnagar as feedstock. 

T h i s  i n n o v a t i v e 
approach of  integration 

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of  India (TRAI) 
o n  Tu e s d ay  m a d e  i t 
mandatory for every service 
provider to allocate, on 
non-discriminatory basis, 
interconnection points 
within 30 days of  receipt 
of  request from another 
service provider.

“If  any service provider 
contravenes the provisions 
of  these regulations, it 
shall, without prejudice 
to any penalty which 
may be imposed under its 
licence, or the provisions 
of  the Act or rules or orders 
made or directions issued, 
thereunder, be liable to 
pay an amount, by way of  

financial disincentive not 
exceeding Rs 1 lakh per day 
per licensed service area,” 
the regulator said.
The Telecommunication 
I n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 
R e g u l a t i o n s ,  2 0 1 8 
published by TRAI on 
Tuesday will come into 
effect from February 1, 
2018.

T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s 
c o m p r i s e  a s p e c t s 
o f  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 
agreement, provisioning 
of  initial interconnection 
and augmentat ion  of  
Points of  Interconnections 
(PoI), interconnection 
charges, disconnection 
of  PoIs  and f inancial 
d i s i n c e n t i v e  o n 

interconnection matters.
T h e  r e g u l a t o r 

also clarif ied that the 
interconnection charges 
such as set-up charges and 
infrastructure charges may 
be mutually negotiated 
between service providers 
subject to the regulations 
or directions issued by the 
Authority from time to 
time, provided that such 
charges are reasonable, 
t ransparent  and non-
discriminatory. 

The  i s sue  o f  PoIs 
became important for the 
telecom industry when 
Reliance Jio entered the 
market. It had accused 
incumbent players of  not 
providing enough PoIs.

Kolkata, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
Coal India may miss out 
on meeting its production 
target of 600 million tonnes 
in 2017-18, going by the 
production pattern during 
the first nine months of the 
year. Provisional figures 
for the April-December 
2017 period showed it has 
produced 383.93 million 
tonnes of  the fossil fuel, 
falling short of  the 406.58 
MT target by six per cent.

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g 
the nine-month period, 
it clocked a 1.6 per cent 
growth in production from 
377.77 MT produced in the 
same period last year.

A CIL official said the 
company is striving to make 

up the shortfall by producing 
in excess of 2 MT per day. 
According to the data, the 
miner produced 54.63 MT 
of coal in December, missing 
the production target of  
58.89 MT for the month by 
seven per cent.

With better availability 
of rail rakes and upstick in 
demand, the miner achieved 
a 7.6 per cent growth in off-
take to 421.41 MT during 
the first nine months of the 
current fiscal, as compared 
to 391.78 MT during the 
same period last year.

C I L  w a s  g i v e n  a 
production target of  600 
million tonnes for FY’18, 
an annual growth of 8.3 per 
cent over FY’17.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 
2 (PTI): The Goods and 
Services Tax has hit Kerala’s 
tourism industry with the 
growth rate of  tourist 
arrivals going down last year 
after the implementation of  
the new tax regime, the state 
government said today.

Though there was an 
increase in the inflow of  
tourists as per the statistics 
available up to September 
last year, the growth rate 
showed a decline from 
August onwards after the 
implementation of  the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), it said.

“GST has definitely 
affected the tourism industry 
in Kerala. We hope that 
with the changed GST rates 
for the hospitality sector, 
things would improve in 
the coming days,” Tourism 
Minister Kadakampaly 
Surendran told reporters 
here.

In the first major revision 
after the new tax regime 
came into force on July 1, 
2017, the GST Council in 
November last lowered the 
tax rate to a uniform 5 per 
cent from 12 per cent on 
non-AC restaurants and 18 
per cent on air-conditioned 
ones.

It had also fixed 18 per 

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
State-run State Bank of  
India (SBI) on Monday 
announced a hefty reduction 
in its lending base rate from 
the New Year by 30 basis 
points (bps), to 8.65 per cent 
per annum.

With this reduction from 
the earlier base rate of 8.95 
per cent, SBI’s base rate has 
become the lowest among 
commercial banks, coming 
as a relief to its many retail 
borrowers, particularly of  
home and student loans. 

Similarly, the bank’s 
Benchmark Prime Lending 
Rate (BPLR) was also 
reduced with effect from 
January 1, to 13.40 per cent 
yearly, from the earlier 13.70 

per cent p.a.  “The revised 
base rate is reduced from 
8.95 per cent to 8.65 per cent 
for existing customers and 
BPLR is reduced from 13.70 
per cent to 13.40 per cent,” 
an SBI release said here. 

“Additionally, the bank 
has decided to extend 
ongoing waiver on home 
loan processing fees till 
March 31, 2018, for new 
customers keen on buying 
their dream house and other 
customers looking to switch 
their existing loans to SBI,” 
it added. 

There was, however, 
no change made to SBI’s 
Marginal Cost of  Lending 
Rates (MCLR), the later 
system whereby rates are 

fixed for a one-year period 
and revised only at the end 
of  each year. The SBI had 
earlier revised its base rate by 
5 basis points on September 
28, while some other public 
sector banks like Andhra 
Bank and Bank of  Baroda 
have also announced cuts in 
base rates.

“The reduction in base 
rate is a new year’s gift to 
the bank’s loyal customers 
as  a  large number of  
consumers who have their 
loan linked to base rate will 
be benefitted by decrease 
in rates,” MD, Retail and 
Digital  Banking, P.K. 
Gupta said in the statement.  
“This reduction is part of  
bank’s efforts to ensure 

transmission of reduction in 
the policy rates in the recent 
past. Approximately 80 lakh 
customers will be benefitted 
by this move,” he said.

In this connection, the 
Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) has earlier pointed out 
problems around lending 
rate calculations, which 
are also holding up proper 
transmission by commercial 
banks of the interest rate cuts 
made by the central bank.

Banks’ base rate on an 
average reduced 0.61 per 
cent in the period between 
December 2014 and October 
2016, when the RBI lowered 
its repo, or short-term 
lending rate for commercial 
banks, by 1.75 per cent.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (PTI): Air India’s 
projected net loss for 2017-18 is estimated at 
over Rs 3,500 crore, which was less than the 
provisional figure for 2016-17, government 
said in the Rajya Sabha today.

Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Gajapathi 
Raju said in a written reply that the projected 
net loss of Air India in the budget estimates 
for 2017-18 (provisional) stood at Rs 3,579 
crore as against Rs 3,643 crore (provisional) 
for the year 2016-17.

During Question Hour, he said the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) has only given an “in principle 
approval” for strategic disinvestment of Air 
India and a committee of specific alternative 
mechanism has been constituted which has 
sought suggestions in this regard.

Replying to supplementaries on the 
proposed sale of state -owned Air India, Raju 
said the specific alternative mechanism will 
guide the process of strategic disinvestment 
from time to time.

The committee is headed by the Finance 
Minister and has Commerce Minister Suresh 
Prabhu, Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari 
and Railway Minister Piyush Goyal.

“This Committee will take a decision 
as to what has to happen there. As of now, 
if  any suggestion from any quarter are 
welcome and the Government will definitely 
take them into consideration.

“The ultimate idea is to make Air 
India a vibrant airline with a professional 

management. Without professionalism in 
the management, there is hardly going to be 
any improvement in Air India,” the minister 
told Rajya Sabha.

In reply to a specific query, Raju said 
only an “in principle approval” has been 
given on the disinvestment.

“The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA, in its meeting held on June 
28, 2017, has given in-principle approval 
for considering strategic disinvestment 
of  Air India and its five subsidiaries and 
constitution of Air India Specific Alternative 
Mechanism (AISAM) to guide the process 
of strategic disinvestment from time to time,” 
he said in his written reply.

He also said that Air India has been 
incurring continuous losses and has huge 
accumulated losses.

“Niti Ayog in its report on Air India 
has stated that further financial support in 
a mature and competitive aviation market 
would not be the best use of scarce financial 
resources of the government,” he said.

The airline has been making an operating 
profit of Rs 105 crore during 2015-16 and 
Rs 215 crore (provisional) during 2016-17 
and as per budget estimates for 2017-18 
(provisional) it is projected to make an 
operating profit of Rs 531 crore, he said in 
the written reply.

Raju said the government has also taken 
a number of measures to cut its losses under 
the turnaround plan.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
Bitcoins or such crypto-
currencies are not legal 
tender and those indulging in 
such transactions are doing 
it at their own risk, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said 
today as MPs expressed 
concern over trading on 
these platforms.

During the Question 
Hour in Rajya Sabha, 
DMK member Kanimozhi 
sought to know whether the 
government was considering 
regulating crypto-currencies 

like Bitcoin and Ethereum, 
as India “accounts for 
more than 11 per cent” of  
such trade globally. Jaitley 
emphasised that the Centre’s 
consistent position was that 
such currencies were not 
legal tender.

“ T h e  g ove r n m e n t 
is examining the matter. 
A committee under the 
chairmanship of  secretary, 
department of  economic 
affairs, is deliberating 
over all issues related to 
cryptocurrencies to propose 

specific actions to be taken,” 
he said. While a repeated 
message was being given 
that such currencies were not 
legal tender, more detailed 
steps would be taken once 
the report of the committee 
is submitted, he said.

Independent member 
Amar Singh wanted to know 
what action was being taken 
in regard to the names which 
have figured in the Panama 
papers and Paradise papers, 
even as trading in bitcoins 
was also going on.

with refineries provides 
a  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o s t 
advantage, making ROGC 
competitive with respect 
to the crackers in Middle-
East and North America 
which have feedstock cost 
advantage, the company 
said.

ROGC is the latest 
addition to RIL’s existing 
c r a c k e r  p o r t f o l i o , 
cons is t ing  of  c racker 
facilities at Nagothane in 
Maharashtra and Hazira, 
Dahej and Vadodara in 
Gujarat.

There are nearly 270 
ethylene plants globally 
with a combined capacity 
o f  o ve r  1 7 0  M T PA . 
RIL’s combined ethylene 
capacity is now close to 
4 MTPA at f ive of  i ts 
manufacturing sites. With 
ROGC and  impor ted 
ethane, RIL has one of  
the most competitive and 
flexible cracker portfolio, 
it said.

Ethylene from ROGC 
is used in downstream 
plants to produce mono-
ethylene glycol (MEG) 
and polyethylene (LLDPE 
and LDPE). Similarly, 
propylene from ROGC 
has enhanced output of  
the existing polypropylene 
(PP) plants at Jamnagar 
complex to produce high-
value co-polymers.

“The commissioning 
o f  MEG plant  marks 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a l l -
round expansion of  the 
polyester value chain post 
successful commissioning 
o f  para -xy lene  (PX) , 
pur i f i ed  t e r e ph tha l i c 
Acid (PTA), polyester 
filament and poly ethylene 
terephthalate (PET) plants 
over last three years,” the 
company statement said.

cent tax rate for restaurants 
in starred-hotels that charge 
Rs 7,500 or more per day 
room tariff.

Surendran said the total 
arrival of  domestic tourists 
in the state upto September, 
2017, stood at about 1.02 
crores, an increase of 11.23 
per cent compared to 2016.

However, for August 
and September the growth 
rate was 9.12 per cent and 
5.29 per cent respectively, 
which was lower compared 
to the overall average of 15 
per cent to 19 per cent for the 
first seven months of 2017, 
he said.

 During August and 
September, the growth rate 
was minus 9.05 per cent 
and minus 12.62 per cent 
respectively.

Foreign visitors mainly 
focused on the state capital 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Ernakulam district, where 
the “Queen of Arabian Sea” 
Kochi and several other 
attractions are located.
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Tall Claims

L
et us make a new beginning in the New Year. Our 
resolution for 2018 should be to give up the prac-
tice of  aiming at short-terms gains. Rather, we 
should plan in a manner which helps us to create 

an India where every citizen will be happy. No one will go to 
bed hungry. Everyone should have access to quality educa-
tion and health services. The gap between urban India and 
villages will be narrowed. Fruits of  development will be dis-
tributed equally. India will regain its glory as a country of  
peace, love and brotherhood.

All these cannot be achieved overnight. If  we go back to 
history, we will find that after Independence there was as 
effort to set long-term goals. For example, during the first 
Five-Year plan the focal point was agriculture. Agriculture 
was replaced by industry during the second Five-Year plan. 
But since then, there was no such plan which can be termed 
as an effort to provide us long standing benefits. Even 
Green Revolution has failed to bring an overall change to 
agriculture in the country. Its benefit was largely limited to 
two states namely Punjab and Haryana. Other states of  the 
country were simply denied of  the benefits.

What is more worrying that in recent years garbing 
power has become more important than projecting a proper 
blue print to build India as the best. The citizens are regu-
larly asking for that, which is evident from their voting pat-
tern. In 2014, India voted for Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and Narendra Modi as it made development its major poll 
plank. If  the trend of  changing the government after every 
five years is fast becoming a pattern of  India politics, it is 
because of  the fact that for long people are devoid of  de-
velopment. All the benefits went to a handful of  people. It 
happened in every regime. How hollow is the claim of  much 
publicised Gujarat Model came to light after the recent As-
sembly elections in the State. BJP was on the verge of  defeat. 
The party could save its skin only after giving the campaign 
a communal tone. If  one analysis the election results of  
various states, he or she will find that all the regimes were 
thrown out of  power as the regimes neglected development.

To avoid such situation, these days the political parties 
of  our country are indulging in short-term gains. The par-
ties raise issues like religion, language, caste to get the sup-
port of  the people. How these political parties are fooling 
the electorates  can be judged from a simple fact. During 
the Gujarat elections, Congress party claimed to prepare its 
manifesto based on the feedback received from the people. 
As a result we have seen many promises like loan waiver to 
increase in salaries of  government servants. But a careful 
study of  the manifesto would reveal that that those prom-
ises would incur an expenditure of  one lac. 20 thousand cr., 
while the annual income of  the state is merely 70,000 cr. 
It means that if  Congress has to keep its promise, the state 
would have to borrow more than it earns and in the process 
would fall in to a debt trap. Thus it is our request to all our 
leaders not to make any tall claims or hollow promises. Be 
practical. Make only those promises which can be fulfilled. 
Be far sighted. Myopic approach will lead neither you nor 
the country anywhere.

 C. Uday Bhaskar  | IANS

Easterine Kire

God alone is worthy of our worship.

One of the pleasures of a trip to Europe is visiting the grand 
cathedrals that dot the landscape. They are breathtakingly 
beautiful as they soar toward the heavens. The architecture, 
art, and symbolism found in these amazing buildings present 

a spellbinding experience of wonder and magnificence.
As I thought about the fact that these structures were built to re-

flect God’s magnificence and His all-surpassing splendor, I wondered 
how we could possibly recapture in our hearts and minds a similar 
feeling of God’s grandeur and be reminded again of His greatness.

One way we can do that is to look beyond man’s grand, regal 
structures and contemplate the greatness of what God Himself has 
created. Take one look at a starry night sky and think of God’s power 
as He spoke the universe into existence. Hold a newborn baby in your 
arms and thank God for the miracle of life itself. Look at the snow-
covered mountains of Alaska or the majestic Atlantic Ocean teeming 
with millions of God-designed creatures and imagine the power that 
makes that ecosystem work.

Mankind is not wrong to reach for the sky with structures that 
are intended to point us to God. But our truest admiration should be 
reserved for God Himself as we say to Him, “Yours, Lord, is the great-
ness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor” 
(1 Chronicles 29:11).
Lord, You do take our breath away with Your greatness. Thank You 
for reminding us of Your grandeur in Your world and in Your Word. 

BIBLE READ:   1 CHRONICLES 29:10–13  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the majesty and the splendor.                        

    ~  1 Chronicles 29:11

DAILY
PATH

Breathtaking 
Glory

Wati Aier

All human histories are a being. They are liv-
ing and mutable, and in this are ontological. 
Among the histories of  the world, Naga his-
tory is a relative history in its own right, es-

pecially in regards to our immediate and de facto com-
munities. Our history is one that can also be sedated 
by the past, where we find ourselves haunted in the 
present by the fervent dogmatism of the past memo-
ries. Such an opiate of  the Naga world view needs to 
be denounced through a demand for by definitiveness 
and finality. The alternative, as has been our fateful re-
ality, is to linger in disappointments manifestedin the 
form of rationalization, rhetoric of  legalism and to 
others perhaps, in microscopic politics of  narcissism. 

Historically, the construction of  Naga identity has 
been chiselled out of  our common dreams and aspira-
tions. To be sure, all civilizations are constructed his-
tories. From the onset of  the twentieth century, Naga 
people have desired to safeguard our socio-cultural 
and political identity. In this, the Naga pioneers’ im-
agination remains unmatched.

Naga Day, unlike an assault on the physical world 
of  anyone, is in the realm of symbolic cultural resto-
ration by spirit of  collective imagination. The Naga 
memory of  belonging yearns to listen and be heard, 
and Naga Day is an opportunity to nurture that mem-
ory by answering the silence of  the present and vision-
ing the hope of  the future. Our present burned lands 
are fertile lands that can flourish in the future. History 
is full of  small, symbolic acts that altered the world in 
astonishing ways and Naga Day is no different. The 
day itself  represents the voice of  the people.

Today, if  Naga identity is under any threat in ways 
we don’t understand, it will be at the “nation”1 level 
that we either solve it or destroy it. The idea of  be-
longing is a universal idea. Americans have it, Indians 
have it, Chinese have it and so on. The philosophy that 
“you are alone” and that there is no common ethos of  

trying to nurture something shared is the embodiment 
of  “every ‘nation’ for itself.” Such an ethos is a culture 
“turned inward” against others.

In the Naga context, it is paramount that the heal-
ing and connection of  “nation” be initiated in order to 
heal our own psychic wounds. If  Nagas do not develop 
ways to publicly confront the emotional consequences 
of  hatred, jealousy, attitudes of  superiority, and divi-
sion, these consequences will continue to burn us to 
annihilation. Nagas must come to an urgent realiza-
tion and act that we are basically at war with ourselves. 
Shall we not underscore and put a stop to where we 
differ, and practice social ecology of  shared human-
ity among us and with others? The ultimate betrayal 
of  Naga identity is not in acting competitively—that 
should be positively encouraged— but in the search 
and creation of  exclusion and exclusivity under the 
pretext of  unity and healing.

Belonging to a shared Naga humanity requires a 
critical and analytical consciousness that will lead to a 
type of  sacrifice that gives more than it costs—where 
the “grownups” become disciplined role models for 
the “young” ones, nurturing and empowering the 
“young” ones to flourish. This sense of  solidarity is 
at the core of  what it means to be Naga and will help 
deliver us to this extraordinary moment in our history. 
This could very well be the only thing that allows us to 
survive our times.

Let us be reminded that Nagas need to be capa-
ble at what we do in order to find contentment in this 
world. We need to be authentic in our lives and we 
need to be genuinely connected to others. Above all, 
we need God. Without God there is no basis for mo-
rality. These four values are intrinsic to human finite 
good.

Sadly, the outcome of  the Westphalian paradigm 
of 1648 ushered in arbitrary frontiers and borders of  
exclusion and division in the world. Like most eth-
nic groups, the Nagas are no exception to this reality. 
Naga Day, therefore, is saying to the Nagas, “Let us go 
beyond the borders of  arbitrarily-enacted division.” It 

is resolving that we are not going to curtail and limit 
ourselves by the imaginary borderlines by which we, 
like others, were programmed to approach the world. 
It is acknowledged that by fighting for the borders of  
division, we only defeat ourselves. Naga Day is re-
minding ourselves and announcing to the world that 
we are moving on with the pace of  time without de-
parting from our socio-cultural and political identity. 
We take a resolute collective affirmation that the colo-
nial term “borders” be removed from the vocabulary 
of  the Naga people. With post-millennial sociocultural 
and political agenda being prioritized around issues of  
restoring ecology, the tantamount importance for the 
Nagas is the ecology of  indigenous peoples without 
borders. 

Naga Day implores Nagas to think generously out-
side of  the box of  colonial frontiers—a tool par excel-
lence of  divide. All identities are unique and as such 
to be never at the expense of  the other. This means, an 
identity is always defined only in relation of  the other. 
Thus, while the Naga identity is permeable without 
borders, by the same token, Naga identity is never at 
the exclusion of  non- Nagas who have their legitimate 
locus in “Naga-Lands.”2 Nagas have to catch on to 
the fact that “birds of  the same feather” is a dangerous 
concept to a society of  many feathers. The society of  
“same feather” is at the end, an exclusive community. 

Finally, the Forum for Naga Reconciliation’s initia-
tion of  the Naga Day is solely based on the preceding 
lines. FNR has absolutely no monopoly on any organi-
zations. Time after time, FNR has sincerely appreci-
ated the contribution of  all organizations, including fa-
thers and mothers and concerned prayer groups. FNR 
abides by our commitment of  Naga reconciliation and 
peace for all stakeholders. As such, the formation of  
FNR was situational— out of  exigency. The day FNR 
becomes an institutionalized system we will cease to 
be effective.

FNR welcomes all to the Naga Day.
(Rev. Dr. Wati Aier is the Convenor of  the Forum for 

Naga Reconciliation.)

The long sincere desire 
of  the Rengmasunder 
Tseminyu Sub-division 
to own a district seems 

to be on the cliff  either to be 
lifted up or thrown down to the 
pit. I believe thatthe aspirations 
of  the Rengmas need not be 
cast down to Sheol. They must 
be brought to the state of  self-
reliance. That is why a sincere 
and rightful demand for district 
is not wrong for the Rengmas. 
And what is not wrong must 
be Right. Rights must be re-
spected and given at all cost. I 
am surethat no Naga is against 
the formation of  TseminyuSub-
division into a district. 

The formation of  district 
is not a formation of  enemies 
neither a mortal sin. There can 
be many untold stories when it 
comes to tribalism especially in 
a state like Nagaland, but equal 
rights to equal people must not 
be distorted under the guise of  
political aroma. We all aim for 
better administration of  public 
life. Likewise every citizen must 
get equal opportunity to grow 
under a stable Government. 
The Government must not be-
come ‘Nomadic Government.’ 
It must not encourage the public 
to live a nomadic life.

The Rengmas under Ko-
hima district has enjoyed all the 

privileges and advantages like 
any other citizens. All the same, 
it is high time that separate ad-
ministration be given to them. 
The child has grown mature to 
cook and eat his own food. And 
this maturity and ability should 
be praised by the parents (as 
in family life) and neighbours. 
The Rengmas can now stand on 
their own feet and walk the path 
of  progress and development 
without stumbling. 

The Nagas burdened theyear 
2017 with numerous bandhs, ul-
timatums and protests. Therew-
ere peaceful protests and bloody 
protests. There were silent dhar-
nas and violent agitations. The 
year withered with a mixture of  
joys and tears. This is how years 
passed by and by. Sometimes, 
such passage of  time and years 
may not affect us positively. For 
a positive acceleration of  life, 
the State Government must 
borrow the heartbeat of  its peo-
ple to know the realities of  life. 
When Rights are left behind, it 
is difficult to march in peace. 

The Government should 
not wait for public protest for 
any rightful and lawful imple-
mentation. The Government of  
Nagaland changes from time to 
time. This has made the public 
to wonder as to under which 
leadership will such dreams 

come true. But change of  lead-
ership does not change the life 
of  the public. And change of  
Government does not mean 
better governance. Any Govern-
ment which rendersbest service 
towards the interest of  the gen-
eral public (not few people) is 
respectedandconsidered by the 
public.

To upgrade any sub-division 
into a district, the local MLAs 
and public leaders need not ap-
pease the Chief  Minister and 
his cabinets by offering sacrifice 
on the altar of  the State Assem-
bly. If  it is so, favourtism will 
triumph and the Rights of  the 
people will decay like a tooth 
with much pain and suffering. 
When hope becomes hopeless, 
there arises different kinds of  vi-
olence. Violence is an unwanted 
germ that creeps into the life of  
the society as a necessity evil.
All the same, violence of  any 
sort must be avoided even in a 
rightful demand. 

As we aim for better 
progress and prosperity of  Na-
galand, it is the duty of  the State 
Government to feed the people 
with solid food of  Honesty and 
Justice. The inherent values of  
the Nagas must be safeguarded 
for common good. 

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing
tisislawkhing@gmail.com

Three unrelated developments in Decem-
ber provide some useful indicators about 
the security and strategic outlook for In-
dia in 2018.

The first, which is most recent, is the killing 
of  four Indian army personnel, including a ma-
jor, in the Rajouri sector of  Jammu and Kashmir 
in the run-up to Christmas in end-December and 
the retaliatory action in the Rakh Chikri sector of  
Poonch that resulted in the death of  three Paki-
stani soldiers. Clearly, the Line of  Control (LoC) 
-- dividing Kashmir between India and Pakistan 
-- will become even more animated in 2018 and a 
new normal has been established with the kind of  
assertive military retribution that both India and 
Pakistan have internalised.

The second development relates to the China 
factor in the larger Indian calculus and how this 
will play out in the new year. While 2017 was 
punctuated by the Doklam military standoff  and 
the Indian position on the OBOR (One Belt One 
Road ), now referred to as the BRI (Belt Road 
Initiative), a little ASEAN-related nugget offers 
some interesting extrapolation.

At a CSCAP (Council for Security Coopera-
tion in Asia-Pacific) meeting in December in Thai-
land, an ASEAN delegate referred to China as an 
“erupting power” and was duly chastised by the 
Beijing representative. The unease in ASEAN over 
China’s intimidating economic-trade embrace is 
palpable and the recent Australia-China discord 
over Beijing’s covert attempt to shape local Aus-
tralian politics has raised deep anxiety in the small-
er countries. It may be recalled that Singapore took 
an unusually strong stand in terminating the serv-
ices of  a high profile academic of  Chinese origin 
earlier in 2017 over similar charges.

The third development, which is at the larger 
global strategic level but of  relevance to India, is 
the release of  the US National Security Strategy 
by the Trump administration in December. In a re-
turn to some of  the language used during the Cold 
War, the US under President Trump has identified 
both Russia and China as revisionist powers that 
are seeking to undermine US “prosperity and se-
curity”. India, on the other hand, has been referred 

to as a “leading global power” and the broad cor-
respondence between the world’s oldest and largest 
democracies points to a certain strategic empathy 
between Washington and Delhi.

This preliminary rapprochement between the 
US and India is not in itself  new and goes back to 
the Clinton-Vajpayee period of  the bilateral rela-
tionship. What was not as evident was the degree 
to which the Trump team would allow for the 
continuity in the relationship that was nurtured 
over the last 16 years in the Bush-Obama years. 
The Trump document reiterates that the con-
tour of  the bilateral will essentially be the same 
-- though the transactional element will be more 
visible.

India’s more complex strategic challenge will 
be to harmonise its relations with the three major 
power nodes -- Washington, Moscow and Beijing 
-- in such a manner that no single bilateral lurches 
into a brittle, impulsive binary that pits the de-
mocracies against the authoritarian duo of  China 
and Russia. Moscow has a special status in the 
Indian strategic framework and this is a relation-
ship that needs to be firewalled from contempo-
rary dissonances -- be it in relation to Pakistan or 
Afghanistan. Tokyo is a new partner -- albeit hesi-
tant -- but the potential for security and strategic 
coordination is visible.

Despite the positive tenor in the India-US 
relationship and the endorsement in the Trump 
security framework, there is an inherent glass ceil-
ing, given the divergences that obtain in relation 
to Pakistan and Iran. Both are perceived to be 
state sponsors of  terrorism -- the former by India 
and the latter by the US, with little possibility of  
arriving at a modus vivendi.

The immediate neighbourhood that includes 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Mal-
dives pose distinctive bilateral challenges-cum-
opportunities and here again the Chinese shadow 
looms large. Finding the right mix of  firmness 
and flexibility in embedding the Indian security 
and strategic objectives in a larger collective will 
be the challenge of  2018 for the Modi team.

(C. Uday Bhaskar is Director, Society for Policy 
Studies. He can be contacted at cudayb@gmail.com. 

The article is in special arrangement with South 
Asia Monitor)

This is our story:
In 1929

The Naga Club
Submitted a memorandum to the Simon Commission

The first written record
That stated ‘Nagas are one’

They made it clear
They did not belong

To any other but the Naga race
Not to the Indian

Not to the Burman
But to themselves as decreed by their maker.

This is our story
We were free before the British came

And we set aside
The years of  village wars

The hunts for heads
The joys of  battlesport

And pitted our dormant oneness
Against a common enemy

This is our story.

We repeated that in the Fifties
We defended our borders

With no other weapon than unity
And Indian tanks rolled in this time

And armies tried to oppress
Our hills, our fields, our spirits

Yet so long as we wielded our unity
The invasions were held off.

But when we fell
Our defeat was self-made

We warred against ourselves
We should have known better

But people seldom learn from history
We abandoned solidarity and community

And embraced tribe, the individual, the self-centric
We exchanged integrity for deception

Substituted brotherhood for its opposite
And filled our streets with brother-blood

This is our song
A sad song of  defeat, melancholy dirge

May others learn from it.
Yes, this was our song.

But the Naga story is not over yet.
We have another song to sing

We still have a destiny to step into
A legacy to inherit

When our created identity is restored.
At this crossroad

Of our shared walk as a people
Do we look back or

Do we look to the future?
Perhaps we should do both

For the answer lies in both directions.
The strength of  the Naga past
Was in our oneness - unselfish,

Noble, sacrificing, unswerving - from
The common Naga good.

This was our strength
This can be our strength again

As we come together
Recognising each other

As part of  the bigger Naga family
Embracing each other

With the love that politics had wiped out.
This is our strength now

We know the Son, He sets us free
From our inability to forgive

To set aside past hurts, and to love again

This is our strength now
He sets us free from ourselves

He makes unity possible, even Naga unity
He makes our story possible

When we step beyond ourselves
And become one in Him

To start our story anew through Him.
(Easterine Kire is an internationally renowned poet and 

author. Her writings are based on the lived realities of  the 
Naga people.)

Introducing Naga Day – Nagas Without Borders

When Rights are Left Behind

India Needs to Harmonise 
Ties with Major Power Nodes

Naga Day
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may find 
yourself  thinking of  looking for a new job in 
order to increase your income, Aries. But there 
is probably no need to take such a drastic step. 

It’s possible that your boss has been considering giving 
you a raise - you may soon be pleasantly surprised. If  
your money concerns are only short-term, consider ask-
ing a family member for a loan at a low interest rate. Once 
you’re back on your feet, you’ll be able to pay it off  in no 
time.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You have a 
lot of  charm and tremendous social skills, Tau-
rus. This is an unbeatable combination, and is 
especially strengthened with the current astral 

energy. Be sure to go the extra mile today, even if  you 
aren’t in the mood to do so. Someone in a position of  
power and authority may ask you to join him or her for 
dinner, or perhaps you’ll be invited to “perform” at a par-
ty. These are ideal opportunities to showcase your talents, 
so embrace them rather than shy away from them.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This is a day 
when you could greatly benefit from spending 
some time outdoors in quiet reflection, Gemini. 
Even a half-hour’s walk through a city park will 

help you feel more rested and grounded. You have been 
working especially hard lately, and need some time to re-
fill the well of  your soul. Don’t deny yourself  some down-
time. Otherwise, you’re at risk of  burning out.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re a hard 
and conscientious worker, Cancer, and some-
times you work so hard that you neglect to 
take any time for yourself. This is admirable 

in the short run, but not so wise in the long run. You do 
no one any good if  you burn out from sheer exhaustion. 
You must learn how to pace yourself  and balance your 
life in such a way that there is ample time for work, play, 
and meditation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today may find you 
longing for some spots of color in your life, Leo. 
Do what you can to brighten up your home en-
vironment. Even buying a few flowering plants 

and some colorful scatter rugs and artwork will make a 
world of difference. You don’t have to spend a lot of mon-
ey to brighten your home and lift your spirits. Bake some 
chocolate chip cookies as well. That can’t help but make the 
place feel more homey and welcoming. Besides, it’s hard to 
be grumpy when you’re sporting a milk moustache!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you may 
discover that you have more in common with 
your neighbors than you thought, Virgo. It’s 
likely that some sort of  local event has brought 

all your neighbors together under one roof. You go as an 
obligation, but stay out of  interest and a genuine willing-
ness to participate. There is nothing like rolling up one’s 
sleeves and working together to tackle a common goal. 
Expect to make some good friends in the process.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may receive 
some kind of  windfall today, Libra. It may be 
that a rich old relative dies and leaves you some 
unexpected cash. Or perhaps an investment is 

paying off  better than you dared hope. This is just what 
you need to perk up your spirits! Be smart about how you 
handle this money. Our suggestion is that you eschew 
short-term gratification in favor of  long-term security. 
You’ll thank us in a few years’ time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Romance 
is very much highlighted today, Scorpio. All 
the planetary energies indicate that you and 
your partner are operating on precisely the 

same wavelength. It’s no wonder that the two of  you have 
been getting along so well lately. Perhaps it’s time to take 
the next important step in your relationship. No matter at 
what stage you are, there is always a higher plane to aspire 
to. Begin now and you can be assured that you will both 
enjoy the altitude.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Any-
thing you attempt to do today is likely to turn 
out really well, Sagittarius. You have an ambi-
tious nature, so by all means take advantage of  

these auspicious conditions to pursue your career-related 
goals. You will find that you have strong focus and a clear 
understanding of  what needs to be done in order to get 
ahead. Go ahead and get started. There is absolutely 
nothing holding you back.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you’ll likely find that you begin to make real 
progress on a project that may have been stag-
nating for a while, Capricorn. You can’t help 

but feel gratified that all of  your hard work is finally be-
ginning to pay off. Good for you! You have earned ev-
ery success that is due to come your way. But don’t rest 
on your laurels! Continue to work hard so that you can 
achieve even greater recognition.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you’ll 
likely awake, look around your home environ-
ment, and realize that there is much room for im-
provement. Fortunately, you are just the person 

for the job, Aquarius! You are creative and have tremendous 
decorating talent (even if  you don’t realize it). Since it’s likely 
that you will have some visitors this evening, why not spend 
the day reorganizing and sprucing up your home. Add hom-
ey touches with groupings of framed family photographs on 
one table and a favorite collection on another. It doesn’t take 
money to make a home feel welcoming, just love.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You are a hard 
and conscientious worker, Pisces, and certainly 
have been applying your skills and doing your 
best for some time now. The time is ripe for 

you to reap some benefits from all your efforts. The good 
news is that all signs indicate that a big career leap is just 
around the corner for you. Continue to work hard and be 
patient and soon it will all prove worthwhile.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Tage Rai, Piercarlo Valdesolo and Jesse Graham | Aeon

At last count, more than 600,000 
of Myanmar’s Muslim Rohingya 
minority had fled the country for 
Bangladesh. Ever since Rohingya 

militants attacked Myanmar police outposts, 
resulting in a dozen deaths in August 2017, 
Myanmar security forces have begun a cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing. They have burnt 
down hundreds of Rohingya villages, and 
murdered, raped and beheaded the Rohingya 
they have encountered. 

What has driven Myanmar security forces 
to engage in this act of ethnic cleansing? Do 
they fail to recognise the inherent humanity of  
their victims, or do their acts represent an ex-
cess of morality, morality that can be satisfied 
only by punishing a fellow human? What’s the 
motive that spurs on this violence?

A popular explanation for horrific violence 
is that perpetrators see victims as little more 
than animals or objects, and so they feel little 
remorse in abusing, torturing or killing them 
because it is easier to hurt an animal or break 
an object than it is to hurt a human being. This 
process of dehumanisation has been invoked to 
explain acts of violence ranging from the Holo-
caust and the prisoner abuses at Abu Ghraib to 

the ethnic violence against the Rohingya people. 
However, our recent research suggests that this 
explanation is mistaken. After all, the failure to 
recognise someone’s humanity predicts indiffer-
ence toward their welfare, not an active desire 
and delight in bringing about their suffering. To 
understand the active desire to cause pain and 
suffering in another person, we have to look to a 
counterintuitive source: human morality.

As we show in the aforementioned research, 
published in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences in 2017, dehumanisa-
tion allows us to commit instrumental violence, 
wherein people do not desire to harm victims, 
but knowingly harm them anyway in order to 
achieve some other objective (imagine shooting a 
stranger in order to steal his wallet). However, de-
humanisation does not cause us to commit moral 
violence, where people actively desire to harm 
victims who deserve it (imagine shooting your 
cheating spouse). We find that moral violence 
emerges only when perpetrators see victims as 
capable of thinking, experiencing sensations and 
having moral emotions. In other words, when 
perpetrators perceive their victims as human.

This is not to say that perpetrators do not 
hold extremely disgusting and racist views 

of their victims. They might also insult their 
victims by explicitly comparing them to apes 
and other animals. But when we manipulate 
dehumanisation experimentally, and measure 
it in ways that do not tap into explicit racism, 
we find no relationship between dehumanisa-
tion and moral violence. We first demonstrated 
this by asking participants to report how much 
they approved of different kinds of violent 
practices, such as drone strikes, capital pun-
ishment of murderers and sweatshop labour. 
Then, we asked the participants about the vic-
tims in these examples. Can the victims think 
and reason? Can they feel pain and suffering? 
Are they capable of love and compassion? Or 
hate and anger? We used these questions to as-
sess whether people thought of victims as com-
pletely human, independent of other negative 
attitudes they might hold toward them.

What we found was that dehumanising 
victims predicts support for instrumental vio-
lence, but not for moral violence. For example, 
Americans who saw Iraqi civilians as less hu-
man were more likely to support drone strikes 
in Iraq. In this case, no one wants to kill inno-
cent civilians, but if  they die as collateral dam-
age in the pursuit of killing ISIS terrorists, de-
humanising them eases our guilt. In contrast, 
seeing ISIS terrorists as less human predicted 
nothing about support for drone strikes against 

them. This is because people want to hurt and 
kill terrorists. Without their humanity, how 
could terrorists be guilty, and how could they 
feel the pain that they deserve?

We also conducted experiments in which 
we asked people to imagine harming someone 
either for money or as punishment for an im-
moral act. In one experiment, we found that 
participants expressed less support for break-
ing someone’s thumb for $1 million when 
the person was described using humanising 
language (eg, ‘John is ambitious and imagina-
tive, but also high-strung and insecure’), just as 
dehumanisation theories predict. However, the 
use of humanising language did not change 
support for breaking the thumb of a pimp who 
recruits young women into prostitution.

In another experiment, we found that, af-
ter imagining pricking someone’s finger for 
$10, people saw the person they harmed as less 
human, again supporting theories that people 
dehumanize their victims to ease guilt over 
harming them. In contrast, we found that im-
agining pricking someone’s finger as punish-
ment for immoral behaviour did not change 
their perception of the person’s humanity. In 
a few cases, we even found that participants 
justify harming evildoers by seeing the person 
they harmed as more human.

Many people believe that it is only a break-

down in our moral sensibilities that causes 
violence. To reduce violence, according to this 
argument, we need only restore our sense of  
morality by generating empathy toward vic-
tims. If  we could just see them as fellow hu-
man beings, then we would do them no harm. 
Yet our research suggests that this is untrue. 
In cases of moral violence, our experiments 
suggest that it is the engagement of our moral 
sense, not its disengagement, that often causes 
aggression. When Myanmar security forces 
plant landmines at the Bangladesh border in an 
attempt to kill the Rohingya minorities who are 
trying to escape the slaughter, the primary driv-
er of their behaviour is not dehumanisation, 
but rather moral outrage toward an enemy con-
ceptualised as evil, but also completely human.

Does that mean that there is no role for 
dehumanisation in violence? Absolutely not. 
The indifference caused by dehumanisation 
is what enables so many people to look away 
and do nothing while horrible atrocities occur. 
Every time Myanmar’s leader, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, fails to condemn the atrocities commit-
ted by Myanmar’s security forces, or questions 
whether they have even occurred, the effects 
of the dehumanisation of minorities is clear. 
Dehumanization may not cause Myanmar’s 
security forces to kill, but it does enable the rest 
of us to stand aside and do nothing.

Our Enemies are Human: That’s Why We Want to Kill Them

Kushagra Dixit | IANS

IndiaSpend Team  | IANS

Large-scale littering in the 
Himalayas by trekkers and 
campers have led to Hima-
layan brown bears -- a criti-

cally endangered species close to 
extinction -- being drawn to human 
detritus and losing their natural abili-
ties to hunt. Conservationists say 
such bears rescued recently from dif-
ferent regions of  Jammu and Kash-
mir will never return to the wild.

One such “conditioned-animal”, 
a nine-month-old brown bear, was 
found running haywire with its head 
stuck in a food-can at a campsite for 
Amarnath pilgrims and hikers in 
Panchtarini in September. The cub 
was rescued by the state wildlife pro-
tection department, airlifted to Pahal-
gam and kept under observation for 
almost two months.

Last week, around December 24, 
the officials finally sent it to the per-
manent care of  a bear rescue centre 
run with the help of  animal welfare 
organisation Wildlife SOS, where it 
will spend the rest of  its life.

“The bear seemed to be an orphan 

and was living off kitchen waste and 
garbage. They are opportunist feeders 
and since there is no proper disposal of  
kitchen waste, especially at the camp-
sites, they become habituated to this, 
ultimately losing their natural instinct 
to hunt,” Wildlife Warden (Sourth Di-
vision) Intesar Suhail told IANS.

Besides, due to its dependency on 
the garbage, experts also fear the hos-
tility of  people as another threat the 
bears face.

According to Suhail, this is not 
the first such instance and he had 
witnessed several bears living off  and 
wandering around garbage in Dras, 
the Himalayan gateway to Ladakh, 
most of  which were dumped around 
army camps.

As in the rest of  India, solid-waste 
management is also an issue in the 
Himalayan state with summer capital 
Srinagar alone generating about 450 
tonnes of  municipal waste every day. 
Now, this is also affecting the wildlife.

Good hunters and heavy eaters, 
brown bears stay with their mothers 
for the first two-three years and, be-
fore going into hibernation in winter, 
eat to their full potential. However, 

once they begin losing their natural 
instincts due to alternative and easily-
available food sources, they stop hi-
bernating.

“Only wild bears hibernate for 
about four months as food is limited 
in winter. However, those under care 
or those who have become highly 
dependent on human food waste or 
crops do not generally hibernate be-
cause they are getting their full quota 
of  food,” Pankaj Chandan, head, 
Western Himalayan Landscape at 
WWF, told IANS.

Speaking of  the shift to alterna-
tive food, he said there’s no scarcity 
of  the brown bear’s prey-base, which 
includes bharal or blue sheep and 
even ants.

Alia Mir, Wildlife SOS Manager 
in Kashmir, said that even if  the nine-
month-old is sent back to the wild, it 
will perish as it’s too dependent on 
the human-produced garbage.

“There is no estimate to their 
population,” Imtiyaz Ahmad Lone, 
Wildlife Warden (Central Division), 
told IANS.

Lone, on December 27, “re-res-
cued” a three-year-old Himalayan 

brown bear from Sonamarg after the 
animal was found raiding crops, kill-
ing livestock and wandering around 
the human settlement.

The bear was earlier rescued in 
October and released into the wild far 
away from where it was rescued. It, 
however, returned, Lone said.

“The bear got used to feeding 
on manure. Such animals lose their 
natural instincts and their chances of  
living in the wild are bleaker. Their 
ability to find food through hunting is 
lost,” Lone pointed out.

He added that under the Wildlife 
Protection Act, the priority should al-
ways be to return a rescued animal to 
the wild, but this is not always the op-
tion in Kashmir, especially with “sea-
soned bears”, both black and brown.

“It returned and we had no other 
option but to send it for permanent 
care at the rescue centre at Dachigam 
National Park,” Lone said, recalling 
that years back, two more Himalayan 
brown bears were rescued and sent to 
permanent care. Later they died of  
old age.

Now, living their life away from 
wild, in two different high-care res-

cue centres, the nine-month-old bear 
will share its space with two Hima-
layan black bears at Pahalgam while 
the three year-old-will live along with 
four others at Dachigam.

According to vets, a Himalayan 
brown bear may live up to 35 years 

in captivity and about 27-30 years 
in the wild. Apparently, the rescued 
ones will have at least three decades 
to adapt to their new living arrange-
ments.

(Kushagra Dixit can be reached at 
kushagra.d@ians.in)

The seeds of many positive changes 
were sown in 2017 and could bring 
news to cheer Indians in 2018. Here’s 
a look at four positives.

Renewed fight against TB: The govern-
ment, in March 2017, increased its focus on 
tuberculosis (TB) -- a preventable, airborne in-
fectious disease that killed 423,000 Indians in 
2016 -- with the release of the National Strate-
gic Plan for Elimination of Tuberculosis.

The plan is to reduce the incidence of TB 
from 217 new cases per 100,000 in 2015 to 
fewer than 44 new cases by 2025. As part of  
this plan, funding for TB prevention and care 
doubled from $280 million in 2016 to $525 
million in 2017.

The government also changed the TB treat-
ment drug regimen -- from multiple drugs at a 
time to a single daily dose in a fixed-dose com-
bination. Daily doses are considered more ef-
fective than alternate day doses of several pills 
recommended earlier.

Further, the government started rolling out 
universal drug sensitivity testing for all TB pa-
tients to detect drug resistance to rifampicin, 
the main anti-TB drug. This will be aided by 
the increase in the number of cartridge-based 
Nucleic Acid Amplification Test machines 
which help detect drug-resistant TB.

India has a long way to go in eliminating 
TB, new cases of which reduced to 2.7 million 
in 2016, down 3.57 per cent from 2.8 million in 
2015, according to data from the WHO.

To achieve its goal of TB elimination, In-
dia needs to reduce its incidence by 10 per cent 

every year. For this, the government needs to 
include the private sector which treats at least 
half of the TB cases in the country. It also 
needs to improve treatment completion and 
cure rates through counselling, offer social sup-
port to TB patients, and actively find patients 
in high-risk communities.

Declining infant/maternal mortality: In 
2016, there were 90,000 fewer infants deaths 
than 2015 and the infant mortality rate too de-
clined by eight per cent in the same period.

The gender disparity in infant deaths is 
also closing: In 2016, the infant mortality rate 
was 33 per 1,000 for boys and 36 per 1,000 for 
girls; in 2015, the figures were 35 and 39, re-
spectively.

There were reductions in maternal mortal-
ity too. By 2013, India’s maternal mortality 
ratio was lower than the global average. From 
254 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2004-06, 
the ratio fell to 167 in 2013. The global average 
in 2016 remained higher at 179.

The percentage of institutional deliveries in 
India rose -- from 39 per cent in 2005-06 to 79 
in 2015-16. But infant mortality and under-five 
mortality were higher than global average.

India prevented one million deaths among 
children under five years of age between 2005 
and 2015. Interventions, including timely treat-
ment of diarrhoea, vaccinations for tetanus 
and measles, and an increase in hospital births 
enabled this improvement, said experts.

India’s next challenge is to meet the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals on child and 
neonatal mortality. These goals were agreed 
upon under the United Nations Development 
Programme and involve the reduction of child 

mortality to 25 per 1,000 live births and neona-
tal mortality to 12 per 1,000 live births.

This would require an average annual de-
cline of 4.1 per cent in child mortality and 5.3 
per cent in neonatal mortality from 2015 on-
wards. India could achieve this by improving 
education, antenatal care and nutrition, and 
reducing maternal anaemia and tobacco use.

Scavenger deaths: In 2017, a year that saw 
about nine deaths every month because of  
manual scavenging, India finally decided to 
have an official count of how many people 
clean sewer lines in violation of laws banning 
such practices.

Some 102 workers were reported to have 
died while cleaning sewer lines manually, a 
task banned in 1993 by the Employment of  
Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry 
Latrines (Prohibition) Act. The penalties on 
scavenging increased in 2013 through the Pro-
hibition of Employment as Manual Scaven-
gers and their Rehabilitation Act.

On March 21, 2017, the Safai Karmach-
ari Andolan (Sanitation Workers’ Movement) 
wrote to the Home Ministry to direct the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau to count such 
deaths separately. The Andolan is a body that 
fights the practice of forcing Dalits, lowest on 
the Hindu caste hierarchy, to clean others’ ex-
creta.

The National Safai Karmacharis Finance 
and Development Corporation -- a not-for-
profit under the Social Justice Ministry to 
help sanitation workers get out of manual 
scavenging -- will survey 15 major states over 
six months to determine how many are still 
trapped in scavenging. This was decided by So-

cial Justice Minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot in 
November.

As many as 180,000 people still clean la-
trines manually. Of this, 1,470 have died since 
2010, claimed Safai Karmachari Andolan’s 
Bezwada Wilson, winner of the 2016 Ramon 
Magsaysay award.

States, however, claim there are about 
13,000 manual scavengers, of whom 270 have 
died, according to data presented to Social Jus-
tice Minister Gehlot in November 14.

State governments have to pay Rs 10 lakh 
to families of workers who die while cleaning 
sewers. The government is set to mandate that 
contractors and private individuals also pay an-
other Rs 10 lakh each to such families.

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the Modi 
government’s sanitation scheme launched on 
October 2, 2014, had increased the workload 
of sanitation workers without any improve-
ment in their lives, according to Milind Ra-
nade, general secretary of Mumbai’s sanitation 
workers’ union.

Right to privacy: In a historic verdict, a 
nine-judge constitution bench of the Supreme 
Court ruled in August that the right to privacy 
is a fundamental right under the Indian Con-
stitution.

“The right to privacy is protected as an 
intrinsic part of the right to life and personal 
liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the 
freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the Consti-
tution,” wrote Justice J.S. Khehar, then Chief  
Justice of India.

This ruling holds significance for the future 
of Aadhaar, the government’s 12-digit biomet-
ric identification programme that intends to 

link with all schemes and services citizens avail 
of.

The SC has yet to rule on a clutch of pe-
titions challenging the Aadhaar bill. In the 
meantime, the government continues to mand-
atorily link bank accounts, mobile services and 
welfare schemes to Aadhaar.

In a recent hearing on the matter, the SC 
extended the deadline for Aadhaar linking by 
three months to March 31, 2018.

Chief Justice Dipak Misra observed that 
the court’s earlier orders were passed based on 
the government’s executive decisions, and now 
needed to be tested against the Aadhaar Act 
notified on March 26, 2016. The apex court 
will begin hearing final arguments on the pro-
gramme’s legality on January 17.

Various sections of civil society have op-
posed the Aadhaar programme over privacy 
and security concerns. Personal informa-
tion obtained under the programme could be 
misused and deprived sections of the Indian 
population without access to Aadhaar enrol-
ment may be further marginalised, they have 
pointed out.

Apart from the Aadhaar programme, the 
right to privacy judgement is also likely to af-
fect future judgements on cases related to free-
dom of sexual orientation, right to eat what 
one wants to, right to medically terminate a 
pregnancy, freedom to criticise the government 
and right to control dissemination of personal 
information in the physical and virtual world, 
among others.

(In arrangement with IndiaSpend.org. Views 
expressed are those of  the website. Feedback at 

respond@indiaspend.org) 

Himalayan Littering Leading to Brown-Bear Habit Changes

Four Reasons Why India Can Look Forward to 2018

Rescued Himalayan Brown bear cub at the Wildlife SOS Pahalgam Bear Rescue Center. 
Photo Credit: IANS
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Moderate intensity earthquake in 
Palghar
Mumbai, Jan. 2 (PTI): A moderate intensity 
earthquake hit some areas of  the neighbouring 
Palghar district in the early hours today, an IMD 
official said. No loss of  life or damage to property 
was reported so far, he said. The quake, measuring 3.2 
on the Richter scale, occurred at 2.21 am, the official 
of  the India Meteorological Department (IMD) here 
said. Its epicentre was 19.8 degree North (longitude) 
and 73.1 degree East (Latitude) and the tremors were 
felt in Vikramgarh, Vada and Javhar areas of  Palghar, 
he said. Palghar’s district disaster management cell 
chief  Vivekananda Kadam said mild tremors were felt 
in some villages last month also when some houses 
developed cracks on the walls.

Dutch tourist jumps off train, dies
Jaipur, Ja 2 (IANS): A Dutch tourist visiting Rajasthan 
died on Tuesday morning when he leaped from a 
running train after realizing he had boarded the wrong 
one while his companion suffered minor injuries, police 
said. Erik Suidman, said to be over 50 years old, lost 
his balance as he jumped from the train while Fabian 
Galama survived. The two had come to celebrate New 
Year in Rajasthan. They had plans to visit Agra from 
Sawai Madhopur. Both boarded the train at 8.30 a.m. 
and then realised the train was going to some other 
destination. As the train was yet to pick up speed, they 
jumped from their coach. But Suidman lost his balance 
and his foot got stuck on the tracks.  Witnesses alerted 
the police. While the injured tourist was taken to a 
hospital, Suidman’s body was shifted to the mortuary. 
Sawai Madhopur Superintendent of  Police Maman 
Singh told IANS that an email had been sent to the 
Netherlands embassy in New Delhi requesting it to get 
in touch with the family of  the dead tourist.

Mentally unstable man kills 6, 
arrested
Chandigarh, Jan. 2 (IANS): A mentally unstable 
man, who had allegedly murdered six persons in just 
two hours with an iron rod, was arrested on Tuesday 
in Haryana’s Palwal city, police said. The crime took 
place within 100 metres of  the police station early on 
Tuesday and was recorded in a CCTV camera that 
led to his arrest. The accused, identified as Naresh, 
is an ex-serviceman, police said. A woman and three 
watchmen were among the victims. The cause behind 
the crime was yet to be ascertained. In the video, the 
accused was seen armed with the rod and moving 
around. The accused, who also received injuries, also 
tried to attack the policemen when they tried to arrest 
him.

Three Mathura Jail wardens 
suspended over prisoners’ escape 
Lucknow, Jan. 2 (IANS): Three prisoners escaped 
from the high-security Mathura jail in Uttar Pradesh 
early on Monday, police said. The state government 
later suspended three jail officials for dereliction in 
duty, an official said. Those who escaped, around 
2 a.m. on the New Year Day, were housed in the 
“Youth Barracks”, an official told IANS, adding 
that these barracks had tin sheds. The fugitives have 
been identified as Shera, Sanjay and Baldev. later, jail 
wardens Vijay, Sonveer and Abhayram were placed 
under suspension, based on a departmental probe by 
the Jail Superintendent. Another jail inmate, Rahul, 
got injured as he fell down trying to scale the boundary 
wall and could not escape, a police officer said. Prison 
authorities were interrogating Rahul to ascertain the 
plans and whereabouts of  the three fugitives, he added.

Man held for impersonation, fraud 
Lucknow, Jan. 2 (PTI): A man impersonating as a SBI 
manager has been arrested in Varanasi for allegedly 
committing fraud, IG ATS Assem Arun today said. 
In a statement issued here, Arun said, “In a joint 
operation conducted by the UP ATS and local police 
yesterday night, Kamran Raza who was committing 
fraud was arrested. The arrested individual is a resident 
of  Bhagalpur district of  Bihar.” The ATS statement 
said Raza used to stay in a rented house near Varanasi 
jail in the name of  Avinash Kumar Singh. “He used 
to introduce himself  as a bank manager. During 
investigation, it was known that his actual name is 
Kamran Raza, and he was leading a luxurious life. He 
also had some luxury vehicles. It also became evident 
during investigation that he was not a bank manager,” 
the ATS said. Arun said, “The fraudster used to 
introduce himself  as manager of  SBI and show fake 
identity card. During investigation, it was also known 
that he had a relationship with a number of  girls. He 
admitted committing forgery. “We are finding out why 
was Raza living near the Varanasi jail on a fake name 
and identity, and whether he had links with any inmate 
of  the jail.”

Delhi nurse kills daughter, hangs self
New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): A nurse committed 
suicide here on Tuesday by hanging herself  from a 
ceiling fan after killing her infant daughter, police said. 
The incident was reported to police by the woman’s 
33-year-old husband Abhi Kumar.  Kumar came to his 
residence in Madhu Vihar around 2 p.m. and found 
that the main door was locked from the inside. When 
he did not get any response after repeated knocks, 
he forced open the door and found his one year and 
three months old daughter and wife, Abrina, 30, 
hanging from the ceiling fan. “During investigation, it 
was found that Abrina first hanged her daughter and 
then committed suicide by hanging herself  from the 
ceiling fan,” Deputy Commissioner of  Police Omvir 
Singh told IANS. “She had been in an argument with 
her husband over a trivial issue on Monday night. 
No suicide note was found from the spot.” Kumar, a 
businessman who deals in old and second hand cars, 
had got married to Abrina in 2013, Singh said, adding 
that it was a love marriage. Abrina worked as a nurse in 
Apollo hospital. “The bodies of  the deceased were sent 
to Lal Bahadur Shastri Hospital for postmortem which 
confirmed no foul play,” the officer added.

Decomposed body found hanging in 
JNU’s forest
New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): The decomposed body of  
a male was found hanging from a tree in the forested 
area in the Jawaharlal Nehru University campus here, 
police said on Tuesday. The university’s security staff  
informed the police around 3 p.m. about the body after 
one of  the security guards detected foul smell coming 
from the forest area in south Delhi, police said.  “The 
crime and Forensic Science Laboratory teams rushed 
to the spot and are investigating the matter. The body 
is being identified to ascertain whether it is of  any 
student or an outsider,” an officer said.  “Prima facie, 
the body appears to be a couple of  days old. Details 
will be confirmed only after autopsy. The team is also 
taking help of  university officials,” he added.
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Mumbai, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
The anger over marking the 
200th anniversary of Bhima 
Koregaon battle in Pune 
district of Maharashtra con-
tinued today as protestors 
disrupted suburbs and local 
train services on the Har-
bour Line.

The protesters blocked 
roads in several areas of  
Mumbai, forced shops to 
shut down and also attacked 
a journalist of  a television 
news channel.

In a latest development, 
the central railway sus-
pended suburban services 
between Kurla and Vashi 
on its harbour corridor and 
is running special services 
between CSMT-Kurla and 
Vashi-Panvel section.

Angered over the death 
of a person at the event or-
ganised to mark the anni-
versary in Pune yesterday, 
several groups of  people 
had come out in protest this 
morning in the eastern sub-
urbs of Chembur, Vikhroli, 
Mankhurd and Govandi, 
and forced shops and estab-
lishments to shut down, an 
official said.

A news channel journal-
ist was attacked by a group 
of  protesters in the Amar 

PTI

Police men gurad after a violence broke out during celebratons 
marking the 200th anniversary of the Bhima Koregaon battle,in 
Pune on Tuesday.

Mahal area. However, he es-
caped unhurt, eyewitnesses 
said.

Hundreds of  protesters 
gathered in Priyadarshini, 
Kurla, Sidharth Colony and 
Amar Mahal areas on the 
Eastern Express Highway, 
took out processions and 
raised slogans against the 
government and the admin-
istration, he said.

The protesters stopped 
local train services at the 
Govandi and Chembur rail-
way stations of the Harbour 

Line.
Central Railway’s Chief  

PRO Sunil Udasi said the 
agitators came out on tracks 
and stopped the suburban 
services, though the railways 
has nothing to do with the 
incident.

The event to mark 200th 
anniversary of  the Bhima-
Koregaon battle, in which 
forces of  the East India 
Company defeated Peshwa’s 
army, was yesterday marred 
by incidents of violence, in 
which one person was killed.

Dalit leaders commemo-
rate the British victory, as 
it is believed that soldiers 
from the Mahar community 
-- then considered untouch-
able -- were part of the East 
India Company’s forces.

However, some right-
wing groups in Pune had 
expressed opposition to cele-
bration of the British victory.

In the Ramabai Ambed-
kar Nagar, some angry pro-
testers pelted a bus with 
stones, breaking its window 
panes, according to sources.

Heavy security has been 
deployed in the eastern sub-
urbs to check any untoward 
incidents, a senior police 
official said.

The Mumbai police is-
sued a statement appeal-
ing people not to believe 
in rumours and to verify 
facts with the police before 
posting anything on social 
media.

The police said vehicular 
movement on the Eastern 
Express Highway was af-
fected due to the protests in 
the morning, but later it was 
normal.

The vehicular movement 
was also hit at the Chembur 
Naka, police said, appealing 
people not to panic.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
The fate of the bill that seeks 
to criminalise instant di-
vorce by Muslim husbands 
remained shrouded in sus-
pense on Tuesday as the gov-
ernment virtually rejected an 
overwhelming demand from 
the opposition for referring 
it to a select committee of  
the Rajya Sabha for detailed 
consideration and rectify 
“lacunae” in the controver-
sial legislation.

A meeting of  the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee 
of  the Rajya Sabha ended 
without a consensus on the 
issue as the government was 
keen that the Muslim Wom-
en (Protection of  Rights 
on Marriage) Bill, 2017 be 
adopted as passed last week 
by the Lok Sabha.

At the meeting, Leader 
of  the House Arun Jait-
ley, also the Union Finance 
Minister, and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister H.N. 
Ananth Kumar were be-
lieved to have told the op-
position that they should 
not insist on amendments to 
the bill or to recommend its 
reference to a parliamentary 
committee.

However, the entire op-
position, including those 
friendly to the ruling BJP 
like TDP and AIADMK, 
demanded that the bill be 

referred to a select commit-
tee so that “lacunae” in the 
legislation could be rectified.

In the BAC meeting, 
the Congress and other op-
position parties put up the 
proposal to send the bill to 
a select committee, sources 
privy to the discussion told 
IANS. The government in-
sisted on bringing the bill to 
the House and take its sense 
before deciding about its 
final fate.

The sources said the 
ministers were learnt to have 
told the opposition members 
that the bill cannot be sent 
to a select committee on the 
basis of views expressed in 
the BAC and if they want to 
do so, they can defeat it on 
the floor of the House.

However, the picture 
may become clear at the 
meeting that Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu is going to 
have with floor leaders on 
Wednesday morning.

Earlier, Ananth Kumar 
said the government was in 
talks with the Congress and 
other parties for ensuring 
smooth passage of the bill in 
the Upper House.

He also said the Con-
gress did not press for 
amendment in the Lok 
Sabha and should similarly 
ensure smooth passage of  
the bill in the Rajya Sabha.

Mumbai, Jan. 2 (IANS): A Mumbai 
magistrate on Monday granted police 
custody till January 9 two two manag-
ers of a pub who were nabbed in con-
nection with the December 29 blaze in 
the Kamala Mills Compound which 
killed 14 and injured another 55 here.

Late on Sunday night, police de-
tained the two managers of  1Above 
pub, Kevin Bawa, 35, and Lisbon 
Lopez, 34, and then arrested them early 
on Monday.

The two have been booked under 
the stringent IPC Section 304 (culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder), 

Section 337 (causing hurt by endanger-
ing life or personal safety) and Section 
34 (acts done by several in furtherance 
of common intention).

 According to investigators, Bawa 
and Lopez allegedly fled from the spot 
after the fire broke out, instead of guid-
ing the panic-stricken patrons to safety 
or emergency exits, which could have 
prevented or reduced the number of  
casualties.

Their arrests came hours after the 
police on Sunday nabbed two relatives 
of the absconding owners of 1Above 
pub for allegedly giving shelter to them 

and preventing their arrest.
They are Rakesh Sanghvi, 46, and 

his son Aditya, 26, who were later 
released on bail of Rs 25,000 each by 
a magistrate.

Rakesh Sanghvi is the uncle of  
Kripesh Sanghvi and Jigar Sanghvi, the 
owner-partners of 1Above pub. Police 
are on the lookout for other partner-
owners and associated. Hours after 
the fire on Friday, Mumbai Police filed 
complaints against the owners of The 
Mojo Bistro and 1Above charging them 
under various sections of  the Indian 
Penal Code.

G h a z i a b a d ,  J a n .  2 
(IANS):  The Ghazia-
bad court was shut on 
Tuesday following noisy 
protests by a section of  
lawyers protesting against 
the removal by police of  a 
statue of  Dalit icon B.R. 
Ambedkar from the court 
compound.

The court’s function-
ing came to a halt as the 
deployment of  security 
forces was so massive that 
litigants were sent back 
from the main gate.

A majority of  Dalit 
lawyers and several mem-
bers of  the public placed 
an Ambedkar photo at the 
site where the statue stood 
and staged a demonstra-
tion, said Surendra Rathi, 
a former President of  the 
Ghaziabad Bar Associa-
tion. 

The police said that 
on the night of  December 
31 some members of  the 
Bar Association installed 
the statue, taking other 
lawyers by surprise when 

the court opened on Janu-
ary 1.

Some lawyers urged 
the police to remove the 
statue installed without 
proper formalities. This 
was done at night, leading 
to scuffles between police 
personnel and lawyers.

“The approval of  the 
district administration 
was a mandatory formal-
ity which was not sought 
prior to the statue’s instal-
lation,” said Additional 
District Magistrate Gy-
anendra Singh. 

Bar Association Presi-
dent Rakesh Kakra said 
the Association had passed 
a resolution earlier to in-
stall the statue. “The police 
have harshly insulted the 
maker of  the Constitu-
tion.”

But  f e l l ow  l awyer 
Rathi demanded to know 
why it was put up stealth-
ily at night, and alleged 
that this was done with a 
view to lure Dalit votes in 
upcoming Bar election.

Ranchi, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
A special court will on 
Wednesday pronounce the 
quantum of  sentence for 
jailed former Bihar Chief  
Minister and RJD chief  
Lalu Prasad and 15 others.

A special Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
court had on December 
23 convicted the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) chief and 
15 others in a case relating 
to the multi-million-rupee 
fodder scam.

Lalu Prasad’s lawyer 
on Tuesday told reporters 
that they would press for 
minimum punishment in 

the case.
“Lalu is 70 years old 

and suffering from many 
diseases. We will seek mini-
mum punishment for him “ 
he said.

According to lawyers, 
Lalu Prasad can be award-
ed three to seven years’ 
punishment. If  he gets 
three years’ punishment, 
he would get bail soon after 
sentencing.

Wednesday is January 3 
and number 3 is bad omen 
for Lalu Prasad. He was 
first time convicted in fodder 
scam case on September 30, 
2013, and was awarded five 

years’ imprisonment on Oc-
tober 3, 2013. Lalu Prasad is 
at present cooling his heels 
in Birsa Munda Central Jail 
in Ranchi.

The CBI court had ac-
quitted another former Bihar 
Chief  Minister Jagannath 
Mishra and five others in the 
case, relating to fraudulent 
withdrawal of Rs 84.5 lakh 
from the Deoghar district 
treasury between 1990 and 
1994. Lalu Prasad was the 
Chief Minister of then un-
divided Bihar from 1990 to 
1997.

The trial in the case 
was completed on Decem-

ber 13 in the special CBI 
court and 10 days later, he 
was convicted on Decem-
ber 23. 

There were 34 accused 
in the case, out of which 11 
died during the trial, while 
one turned CBI approver 
and admitted to the crime. 
The 16 convicted people 
include three former IAS of-
ficials Phoolchand Mandal, 
Beck Julius and Mahesh 
Prasad.

Lalu Prasad is also fac-
ing trial in three more cases 
relating to the fodder scam, 
also known as “Chara Gho-
tala”.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has issued sum-
mons to Karti Chidambar-
am, son of  Congress leader 
P. Chidambaram, in a money 
laundering case related to 
alleged irregularities in FIPB 
clearance accorded to INX 
Media in 2007, an official 
said on Tuesday.

Karti Chidambaram has 
been asked to appear at the 
ED headquarters here on 
January 11 and record his 
statement before ED officials 
probing the case. 

The ED had registered 
a money laundering case 
against him in May 2017. 

Also named in a Cen-
tral Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI) FIR along with INX 
Media and its directors, Peter 
and Indrani Mukerjea -- both 
accused in the Sheena Bora 
murder case -- and others, 
Karti Chidambaram is fac-
ing a probe for his alleged 
role in facilitating the For-
eign Investment Promotion 
Board’s (FIPB) clearance for 
INX Media Ltd when his fa-
ther was the Union Finance 
Minister.

Karti Chidambaram is al-
leged to have received Rs 3.5 
crore from Mumbai-based 
INX media, now 9X Media, 
for helping it get FIPB clear-

ance when it was run by the 
Mukerjeas. 

The ED, which is probing 
financial misappropriation 
in the case, has contended 
that Mukerjeas had “alleg-
edly siphoned off  90 million 
pounds and the money is 
suspected to have gone to 
foreign countries through 
the unauthorized route of  
hawala”.

Fol lowing the  FIPB 
clearance, the INX Media 
said it had received Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) of  
Rs 46.20 million, but actually 
received 3,053.60 million be-
tween August 2007 and May 
2008, the ED said.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 
(IANS): A court hearing 
the multi-million dollar 
AgustaWestland VVIP 
helicopter deal case on 
Tuesday allowed ac-
cused advocate Gautam 
Khaitan to go abroad

Khaitan’s advocate 
P.K. Dubey has moved 
an application before the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) Special 
Judge Arvind Kumar 
seeking permission for 
his client to go to Hong-
kong and the Philippines 
in January and the court 
allowed him to take the 
trip from January 12 
to 19.

The CBI on Sep-

tember 1 last year filed 
chargesheet against 
former Indian Air Force 
chief  S.P. Tyagi, his 
cousin Sanjeev alias Ju-
lie, Khaitan and others 
in the case. Tyagi, who 
was the Indian Air Force 
chief from 2004 to 2007, 
his brother Sanjeev and 
Khaitan were allegedly 
involved in irregularities 
in the procurement of 12 
AW-101 VVIP helicop-
ters from Britain-based 
AgustaWestland.

They were arrested 
in December last year 
by the agency in con-
nection with the case. 
Currently, they are out 
on bail.

New Delhi, Jan. 2 (IANS): Incidents 
of  children committing suicide after 
playing online “Blue Whale Challenge 
Game” in states and union territories 
could not be established in a CERT-In 
investigation, Parliament was informed 
on Tuesday.

In a written reply in the Lok Sabha, 
Union Minister of  State for Home 
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said a commit-
tee was formed under the chairmanship 
of  Director General - Computer Emer-
gency Response Team-India (CERT-In) 
to investigate cases of  suicide commit-
ted by children allegedly after using 
“Blue Whale Challenge Game” in vari-
ous states and union territories.

“The states and the UTs were di-
rected to monitor the situation closely 
and take action against proponents of  

the game. The CERT-In committee 
analysed the internet activities, device 
activities, call records and other social 
media activity, other forensic evidences 
and also interacted with rescued victims 
associated with these incidents. 

An affidavit filed by the Ministry of  
Electronics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) said the seven-member 
committee headed by the CERT Direc-
tor General was formed to investigate 
all cases of  suicide or attempted suicide 
connected with the said game.

The Blue Whale Challenge, report-
edly created by a former convict in 
Russia, is said to psychologically pro-
voke players into indulging in daring, 
self-destructive tasks for 50 days before 
finally taking the “winning” step of  kill-
ing themselves. 

New Delhi, Jan 2 (IANS): 
The government on Tuesday 
notified a scheme of  elec-
toral bonds in a bid to clean 
the system and bring transpar-
ency in political funding in the 
country.

Announcing the launch 
of the scheme in Parliament, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
said the electoral bonds will 
bring a substantial amount 
of  transparency in political 
donations against the present 
system of contributions. The 
electoral bonds will be a bear-
er instrument in the nature 
of  a promissory note and 
interest-free banking instru-
ment which any citizen or a 
corporate body will be eligible 
to purchase.

The bonds would be issued 
in multiples of  Rs 1,000, Rs 
10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh 

and Rs 1 crore from speci-
fied branches of  SBI.  The 
purchaser would be allowed 
to buy the bonds after fulfill-
ing the KYC norms and by 
making payment from a bank 
account. It will not carry the 
name of the payee.

The bonds would have 
a life of  only 15 days during 
which it can be used for mak-
ing donations only to regis-
tered political parties which 
have secured at least one per 
cent of  the votes polled in 
the assembly or Lok Sabha 
elections.

“Fifteen days between buy-
ing and selling is to ensure that 
they don’t turn into parallel 
currency,” Jaitley said.

In his Budget speech last 
year, the Finance Minister had 
announced that the govern-
ment would bring in a scheme 

of electoral bonds to clean the 
system of political funding in 
the country.

Jaitley told reporters later 
that the intention of  floating 
these bonds is to bring trans-
parency in the funding of po-
litical parties and the election 
funding mechanism at large. 

He said to change the sys-
tem of anonymous donations, 
the government brought a 
change in 2001 which made 
all donations made through 
cheques tax-exempt but that 
did not make a huge impact 
as only a few parties got some 
money through cheques.

“Even today, anonymous 
donations are very large in 
quantity. This money is from 
unknown sources and is nei-
ther clean nor transparent,” 
he said. The bonds under the 
scheme shall be available for 

purchase for a period of  10 
days each in the months of  
January, April, July and Octo-
ber, as may be specified by the 
Central government

An additional period of 30 
days shall be specified by the 
Central government in the year 
of Lok Sabha elections.

Earlier in the Lok Sabha, 
Jaitley said the move would 
bring transparency as each 
donation will be reflected 
in the balance sheet of  the 
donor. 

“The element of transpar-
ency is that the donors who 
buy these bonds, their balance 
sheets will reflect they bought 
these bonds. Political parties 
will file their returns to the 
Election Commission and 
collectively also say this is 
the extent of  bonds we have 
received.



Wa s h i n g t o n ,  Ja n .  2 
(IANS): The Trump ad-
ministration may withhold 
$225 million in government 
aid to Pakistan over frus-
tration with the country’s 
handling of  terror groups 
within its borders.

Administration officials 
met this month to decide 
whether to cancel the aid, 
officials told The New York 
Times in a report published 
on Friday. The aid pack-
age was already delayed in 
August.

A final decision is ex-
pected to come in the next 
few weeks, officials said. 
They did not detail what 
conditions Pakistan would 
have to meet to receive the 
aid. 

US officials have long 
expressed frustration with 
Pakistan, accusing the 
government of  being slow 
to stamp out terrorist net-

Tehran, Jan. 2 (IANS): At 
least 11 people have died in 
Iran during five days of anti-
government street protests 
that President Hassan Rou-
hani blamed on interference 
by foreign powers, media 
reported on Tuesday.

A policeman was killed 
in a shootout at one of  the 
protests in the city of Nayaf  
Abad, in Isfahan province, 
the local Tasnim news agency 
reported, bringing the death 
toll so far to 11.

Three other officers 
were wounded by gunfire 
from one of  the protest-
ers on the fifth consecu-
tive day of  demonstrations 
against President Rouhani’s 
economic policy, the same 
source said.

Another 300 people 
have been arrested at the 
various protests, which do 
not appear to be dying down 
despite Rouhani’s calls for 
calm and the fact that the 
authorities have cut off  
public access to the social 
networks to try and prevent 
new demonstrations.

Iranian law punishes 
any demonstrations consid-
ered to be “contrary to the 
management of the country 
and its political institutions 

and to domestic and foreign 
policy.”

In addition to shouting 
slogans against Iran, Rouhani 
and the country’s supreme 
leader, Ali Khamenei, the 
protesters have also set fire 
to trash containers and have 
broken the windows of some 
bank branches.

Meanwhile, the Iranian 
Intelligence Ministry report-
ed on Monday that its agents 
have identified and arrested 
several key figures behind 
the recent disturbances at 
anti-government protest dem-
onstrations over the past five 
days.

Rouhani said Iran’s en-
emies sought to incite Irani-
ans to protest and had been 
outspoken in their desire to 
take revenge on Tehran for 
signing the 2015 nuclear 
agreement and its involve-
ment in the Syrian conflict, 
in which Iran has backed 
forces loyal to President 
Bashar al-Assad.

“To deal with Iran’s suc-
cess in various fields, the 
enemies have outspokenly 
said that they would shift the 
problem to Tehran, which 
is their own message and 
has nothing to do with our 
analysis,” Rouhani said in 

statements published by the 
official IRNA news agency.

Speaking to a group of  
parliamentarians, Rouhani 
said his government has 
had many successes, such as 
the agreement to end Iran’s 
nuclear weapons program 
reached in 2015 with six 
major world powers, and 
its role in Syria, Lebanon 
and Iraq.

The Iranian Parliament 
on Monday accused Israel, 
the United States and Saudi 
Arabia of inciting disturbanc-
es within the demonstrations, 
according to a statement by 
parliamentary spokesperson 
Seyyed Hossein Naghavi 
Hosseini to the semi-official 
ISNA news agency.

The parliament did rec-
ognize that the Iranian 
people’s  confidence in 
their government had de-
teriorated due to increased 
costs of  living, its eco-
nomic policy and cases of  
corruption.

In response, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu denied the accusation, 
according to a statement from 
his office, saying “It’s not only 
false. It’s laughable”.

The head of  the Israeli 
government praised the Ira-

nian demonstrators and their 
demands for freedom and 
justice.

Demonstrations against 
rising prices and corruption 
began Thursday in the city 
of  Mashhad, then spread 
to other cities, and Iranian 
state TV reported Mon-
day that more than 200 
people had been arrested 
and an unspecified number 
injured.

Lawmaker Hedayat Al-
lah Khademi told the semi-
official ILNA news agency 
early Monday that two peo-
ple were killed overnight in 
the southern city of Izeh.

It remained unclear if  
those deaths were included 
among the 11 dead cited by 
state television.

Khademi said it was still 
unknown whether the shoot-
ings of those two people were 
at the hands of protesters or 
police.

The lawmaker said sev-
eral injuries and arrests oc-
curred in Izeh, but he did 
not specify the number of  
detainees.

Since Sunday, authorities 
have blocked access to certain 
social media networks that 
have been used to organize 
protests.

Beijing, Jan. 2 (PTI/
AFP): French President 
Emmanuel Macron will 
visit China for three days 
starting January 8, the 
Chinese foreign ministry 
said today, after the young 
leader declared the need 
for a stronger Europe to 
“face China”.

This will be Macron’s 
first state visit to the 
country, and the first by 
a European Union na-
tion leader since the rul-
ing Communist Party’s 
19th national congress in 
October.

President Xi Jinping 
secured a second five-
year term as the head of  
the party at the twice-a-
decade political meet-
ing, becoming the most 
powerful Chinese leader 
in years.

News of  the trip 
comes after Macron, 40, 
who campaigned on a 
pro-globalisation plat-
form, called on France 
and all of  Europe to re-
turn to its former glory 
during a televised New 
Year’s address Sunday.

“We need to... be a 

more sovereign, more 
united, more democratic 
Europe,” he said.

“I deeply believe Eu-
rope can become that 
economic, social, envi-
ronmentally-friendly, sci-
entific power that will be 
able to face China and the 
United States.” 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping is likewise pur-
suing the “great rejuve-
nation of  the Chinese 
nation”.

As leaders of  two 
permanent UN Security 
Council member states, 
Macron and Xi are ex-
pected to discuss the Syr-
ian crisis and North Ko-
rea’s nuclear programme.

The two have met just 
once before, at the G20 
summit in Hamburg last 
July.

“We hope that (Ma-
cron’s) visit will help en-
hance political mutual 
trust and strategic com-
munication between the 
two sides,” Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said during 
a regular press briefing 
today.

Jerusalem, Jan. 2 (IANS): Israel has ar-
rested 17 Palestinians for planning terror 
attacks on behalf  of a Gaza-based Hamas 
operative, the Israel Security Agency (ISA) 
said in a statement.

ISA said on Monday that according to 
the investigation, Abdallah Arar, a Hamas 
operative, was behind the cell, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

ISA identified him as a former prisoner 
who spent time in Israeli jail for his involve-
ment in the abduction of an Israeli civilian 
in 2005. He was released in the 2011 Shalit 
prisoners swap deal and expelled to the 
Gaza Strip.

He is suspected of having instructed Ala 
Salim, a resident of the village of Jaba in the 
southern West Bank, to establish a cell and 
purchase an M-16 to perpetrate an attack, 
according to ISA.

Salim contacted fellow Jaba resident, 
Rian Touam, and requested his assistance 
in purchasing the M-16 and gave him sev-

eral thousand shekels, it said.
He also contacted Shehadeh Touam 

and sought his assistance in recruiting ad-
ditional cell members. Shehadeh Touam, 
in turn, contacted Mahmoud Abu Arkov, 
a young Hamas activist from A-Ram and 
recruited him to the cell, the statement 
said.

An official with ISA noted in the state-
ment that Hamas, an Islamist organisation 
that runs the besieged Palestinian enclave, 
“has been recently increasingly motivated 
to advance attacks via Hamas members in 
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank).”

Violence in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip has been on the rise since US President 
Donald Trump said he recognises Jerusa-
lem as the capital of  Israel in a statement 
on December 6.

Israel seized the West Bank and Gaza 
in the 1967 Middle East war and has been 
occupying them ever since, despite interna-
tional criticism. 

Dhaka, Jan. 2 (PTI): A 
Bangladesh court today or-
dered the arrest of  former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia 
in connection with bomb 
attacks on a bus during an 
anti-government agitation 
in 2015 that killed eight per-
sons, a police official said.

Judge Joynab Begum of  
the Comilla district court ac-
cepted the charge sheet filed 
by the police in the case and 
issued the arrest warrant, the 
official said.

The Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP), led by 72-
year- old Zia, had boycotted 
the 2014 general elections 
which were held under the 
Awami League government. 
The BNP had emerged as 
the main opposition party 
outside parliament.

The BNP, along with 
20 alliance partners, had 
given a call for a nationwide 
transport blockade in 2015 
in protest against the first 
anniversary of the polls.

Eight passengers were 
killed after protestors hurled 
petrol bombs on a bus in the 
central Comilla district dur-
ing the agitation.

“The judge issued the ar-
rest warrant after accepting 
the charge sheet submitted 
by police,” the official told 
PTI over telephone.

The former prime min-
ister is also facing a number 
of  graft cases and a sedi-
tion charge for her “slan-
derous” remarks two years 
ago when she “expressed 
doubts” about the casualty 
figures of  1971 Liberation 

War in which officially three 
million people were killed, 
during the nine-month long 
war against Pakistan.

Today’s court order 
came a day after prosecutors 
demanded death sentence 
for the BNP leader and Zia’s 
son Tarique Rahman and 
48 others for their alleged 
involvement in two cases of  
murder and blasts.

Rehman, the BNP’s sen-
ior vice president who lives 
in exile in London, is ac-
cused of planning an attack 
in 2004 in which more than 
10 grenades were thrown in 
a rally organised by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
Awami League party when 
she was in opposition and 
Zia was in power.

Jalalabad (Afghanistan), Jan. 
2 (PTI/AFP): An explosion at 
a funeral in Afghanistan’s res-
tive east today killed at least 18 
mourners and wounded another 
13, officials said, capping a deadly 
year for ordinary Afghans.

There was no immediate 
claim of  responsiblity for the 
blast which authorities initially 
said was caused by a suicide 
attacker but now believe was trig-
gered by explosives attached to a 
motorcycle.

The Taliban said on Twitter 
they had nothing to do with the 
incident -- the latest violence to 
claim the lives of civilians in the 
war-torn country. “The explo-
sion was caused by a motorcycle 
bomb our investigation has con-
cluded,” Nangarhar governor 
spokesman Attaullah Khogyani 
told AFP. The governor’s office 
put the death toll from the attack 
near the provincial capital Jalala-
bad at 18, with 13 wounded.

Provincial health director 
Najib Kamawal confirmed the 

new toll. The explosion happened 
during the funeral ceremony for a 
former governor of Haska Mina 
district who died recently of natu-
ral causes, a statement from the 
governor’s office said.

Photos posted on social me-
dia purportedly of  the scene 
showed bodies lying in blood and 
a plume of  black smoke rising 
into the sky. Terrified mourners, 
mostly elderly men, could be seen 
running from the scene.

While the Taliban is still re-
sponsible for the majority of  
attacks and casualties across 
Afghanistan, Islamic State mili-
tants have been on a rampage 
this month. The incident in Nan-
garhar, a volatile province border-
ing Pakistan and a stronghold for 
IS, comes days after the group 
claimed an assault on a Shiite 
cultural centre in Kabul that left 
41 people dead and more than 80 
wounded.

That followed a Christmas 
Day attack, also claimed by 
IS, near an Afghan intelligence 

agency compound in the Afghan 
capital that left six civilians dead.

On December 18 militants 
from the group stormed an intel-
ligence training compound in Ka-
bul, triggering an intense gunfight 
with police, two of whom were 
wounded.

The Middle Eastern jihadist 
outfit has gained ground in Af-
ghanistan since it first appeared 
in the region in 2015, and has 
scaled up its attacks in Kabul and 
elsewhere, including on security 
installations and the country’s 
Shiite minority. The latest news 
comes at the end of a particularly 
deadly year for Afghans, with 
the number of civilian casualties 
on track to be one of the highest 
on record since the US invasion 
in 2001.

More than 8,000 civilians 
were killed or wounded in con-
flict-related violence in the first 
nine months of  this year, ac-
cording to data compiled by 
the UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan.

Beijing, Jan. 2 (PTI): China will 
have a “say” on all major inter-
national issues and actively push 
its Belt and Road initiative, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping said 
in his New Year message today.

Xi said China will resolutely 
uphold the authority and status 
of the UN, actively fulfil China’s 
international obligations and 
duties.

He also said that China will 
remain firmly committed to the 
pledges to tackle climate change, 
actively push for the BRI and al-
ways be a builder of world peace, 
contributor of  global develop-
ment and keeper of international 
order.

The BRI through which 
China seeks to build its influ-
ence in the world through a host 
road, rail and port connectivity 
projects also incorporates China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).

India has objected to the 
CPEC as it traverses through 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 
China defends it saying that it 
is a connectivity project and it 
will not impact its stand on the 
Kashmir issue.

Xi said the Chinese people 
are ready to chart out a more 
prosperous, peaceful future for 
humanity, with people from 
other countries. On domestic 
front, Xi, in a surprise admission, 
said there were areas where the 
government’s work fell short of  
expectations.

Though progress has been 
made, he said, issues of  public 
concern remain, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported.

“That is why we should 
strengthen our sense of respon-
sibility and do a good job of en-
suring the people’s well-being,” 
Xi said.

“The well-being of our peo-

ple is the Party and the govern-
ment’s greatest political achieve-
ment. Our cadres should put 
the people’s state of living at the 
heart, and help them live a better 
life,” he said.

He vowed to eradicate pover-
ty. China claims it has eradicated 
poverty among over 650 million 
people in the last three decades.

By 2020, all rural residents 
living below the current poverty 
line would be lifted out of pov-
erty, Xi said, adding that it will 
be the first time in China’s his-
tory that extreme poverty will be 
completely eliminated.

“It is our solemn promise. 
Only three years are left to 2020. 
Every one of us must be called to 
action, do our best, take targeted 
measures to secure victories one 
after another,” he said.

“This is a great cause, im-
portant to both the Chinese 
nation and humanity. Let’s do 

it together and make it happen,” 
he said.

He also said China would 
resolutely carry out reform in 
2018.

“We will take the oppor-
tunity of  celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of  the reform and 
opening-up in 2018 to further 
carry out reform, as reform and 
opening-up is the path we must 
take to make progress in contem-
porary China and to realise the 
Chinese dream,” Xi said.

China’s great achievement of  
development was made by the 
people and for the people, and 
that among the people’s most 
pressing concerns were educa-
tion, employment, income, so-
cial security, health care, elderly 
care, housing and environmental 
protection, he said.

He extended New Year greet-
ings to all Chinese and best wish-
es to friends all over the world.
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Pakistan religious groups burn a representation of an American flag  at a rally to condemn a tweet by U.S 
President Donald Trump,in Karachi,Pakistan,on Tuesday,Jan. 2.

Pakistan PM summons cabinet, 
security meet over Trump tweet 

11 Dead in Iran protests, 
president blames foreign powers 

French President 
Macron to visit 
China next week

Israel arrests 17 Palestinians 
for planning ‘terror attacks’

B’desh court orders arrest of 
Khalida Zia for arson attack

18 dead in attack on Afghan funeral — officials China will have a ‘say’ on all 
major international issues— Xi 

NEWS IN BRIEF
North Korea has completed its 
nuclear forces, says Kim
Seoul, Jan. 2 (IANS): The North Korean leader said on 
Monday in his New Year’s Day address that his country 
has completed its nuclear forces, and called for an increase 
in production of nuclear warheads and ballistic missiles 
for operational deployment. In a televised message 
broadcast by the North Korean state network, Kim Jong-
un said that his country’s nuclear forces have gained a 
powerful deterrent against the United States, Efe news 
agency reported. He said that Pyongyang’s weapons are 
capable of hitting all of its mainland territory. Kim also 
urged Washington and Seoul to end their joint military 
maneuvers, which the regime criticized as an attempt to 
invade its country, and extended his hand to Seoul, saying  
that North and South Korea must improve their relations.

6 0  I S  m i l i t a n t s  k i l l e d  i n 
Afghanistan
Kabul, Jan. 2 (IANS): Sixty Islamic State (IS) militants 
were killed after Afghan security forces raided hideouts 
in Nangarhar province on Tuesday, an official said. The 
militants were killed in Haska Mina district. Eighteen 
militants were also injured in the early morning raids, 
reports Xinhua news agency. According to the official, the 
militants have been using civilian houses in the district.

6 killed in cylinder blast in 
Pakistan hospital
Islamabad, Jan. 2 (IANS): At least six persons have 
been killed after a cylinder exploded within the premises 
of a hospital in Attock in Pakistan, the media reported. 
Over 12 others were also injured in the blast that took 
place on Monday evening, Geo TV reported.  Rana 
Akbar Hayat, Deputy Commissioner Attock, said the 
deaths occurred after a portion of the hospital building 
collapsed following the blast.  Rescue services said the 
cylinder explosion damaged a portion of the woman’s 
ward and many people are believed to be trapped in the 
rubble.  According to police, two of the deceased have 
been identified and two children are among the dead.  
An inquiry into the blast has been ordered

9 killed in Brazil prison riot
Brasilia, Jan. 2 (IANS): Nine inmates have been killed 
and their bodies set on fire in a riot at a prison in Brazil’s 
Goias state, officials said. Military Police Commander 
Divino Alves told the media the melee broke out on 
Monday between members of rival gangs at the prison 
in Aparecida de Goiania, the second largest city in the 
state, and it took officials nearly two hours to restore 
order, Xinhua reported. The Executive Superintendence 
of Prison Management said in a statement that inmates 
in section C of the prison invaded section B, and started 
a fire. Firefighters were called in to battle the flames, and 
smoke could be seen rising from the facility. Another 14 
inmates were injured in the fighting and they returned to 
their cells after receiving emergency treatment, according 
to Brazil’s G1 news website. As many as 106 prisoners 
took advantage of the mayhem to escape, and officials 
have captured 29, the report said, adding that “another 
127 left the prison due to the confusion, but returned 
voluntarily after the situation died down.” Officials were 
searching for the other escapees. Prison riots are fairly 
common in Brazil, where the overpopulation of prisons 
is a pervasive problem.

12 injured in New York apartment fire
New York, Jan. 2 (IANS): At least 12 persons were 
injured early on Tuesday after a huge fire tore through 
an apartment building in New York, reports said. The 
fire started in the Bronx building at about 5.30 a.m. and 
spread to multiple floors, express.co.uk reported. New 
York City Fire Department tweeted that over 200 fire 
fighters “continue to operate on scene this morning of a 
6-alarm fire, 1547 Commonwealth Ave” in Bronx. While 
none of the casualties is thought to be in life-threatening 
condition, further details of the injuries are not known. 
The blaze comes several days after another fire in New 
York City, started by a three-year-old playing with a stove, 
claimed the lives of 12 people.

Indian-origin man charged with 
stabbing wife in Singapore
Singapore, Jan. 2 (IANS): A 29-year-old Indian-origin 
man was charged at a court here on Monday with 
stabbing his wife using a knife with a 10-cm-long blade. 
Jayselan N. Chandrasegar stabbed 26-year-old Mayuri 
Krishnakumar twice in her abdomen and twice on her 
lower back on Saturday, causing her to suffer puncture 
wounds, according to court documents. Krishnakumar, 
who was warded at Tan Tock Seng Hospital after the 
attack, is said to be in a stable condition, the Strait Times 
reported. “Mayuri is my wife. For the mistake that she 
did, I admit that what I did to her was wrong,” said 
Chandrasegar in the court.  “I only stabbed her twice, 
not more than that. I did not think that I’ll do such a 
thing to my wife. I have a child at home, I couldn’t take it 
that she did this to me and my child,” he added, without 
elaborating further. Chandrasegar is accused of “using 
a weapon that is likely to cause death”, the documents 
stated. The incident was recorded by a bystander and 
shared on social media. He was arrested by the police 
shortly. According to the report, Chandrasegar’s wife 
was taking a walk with someone else when the incident 
occurred.

works.
Raising pressure on Pakistan, Trump in 

August, unveiled a new US strategy for the 
war in Afghanistan aimed at defeating the 

Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani Network, 
an affiliated group that operates in Pakistan.

Trump at the time said Pakistan “gives 
safe haven to agents of  chaos, violence 

and terror” and vowed the 
administration would be 
tougher on the country. 

The  US  P re s iden t 
again singled out Pakistan 
for criticism when he an-
nounced his national se-
curity strategy earlier this 
month. “We make massive 
payments every year to 
Pakistan,” he said. “They 
have to help.”

Vice President Mike 
Pence reinforced that mes-
sage in a visit to Afghani-
stan just before Christmas, 
telling cheering American 
troops that “President 
Trump has put Pakistan on 
notice”. 

The reaction of  his au-
dience was notable, analysts 
said, since the Pentagon 
has historically been one 
of  Pakistan’s defenders in 
Washington because of  
its longstanding ties to the 
Pakistani military, the New 

York Times reported.
In July, Defence Sec-

retary James Mattis previ-
ously stalled a $50 million 
aid package to the country 
in July by withholding a 
certification that Pakistan 
had done enough to fight 
the Haqqani Network.

The certification is re-
quired by Congress for the 
yearly military grant made 
to Pakistan, a nation classi-
fied as a major non-NATO 
US ally.

Subs tant ia l  ac t ion 
against the Afghan Taliban 
or (the Haqqani Network) 
or substantially limit their 
ability to threaten US inter-
ests in Afghanistan,” stated 
an annual State Depart-
ment report on terrorism.

A State Department of-
ficial said Pakistan’s actions 
will ultimately determine 
the course of  “security as-
sistance in the future”. 



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, January 3, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

SRK scores 32 million 
Twitter followers

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm and 8 pm: 
Tiger Zinda Hai 

5 pm: JUMANJI welcome 
to the jungle (Eng)

S
inger Carrie Under-
wood’s face required 
more than 40 stitches 
after she fell from the 
steps in her house here.

Underwood is still healing 
from injuries she suffered due to 
the fall last November, reports 
people.com.

The 34-year-old singer had 
earlier said that she broke her 
wrist after falling outside of  her 
home, but on December 31, she 
revealed that the incident also 
caused severe cuts to her face.

“There is also another part 
of  the story that I haven’t been 
ready to talk about since I have 
still been living it and there has 
been much uncertainty as to how 
things will end up. It is crazy 
how a freak random accident can 
change your life,” Underwood 
posted on social media.

“In addition to breaking my 
wrist, I somehow managed to 

injure my face as well. I’ll 
spare you the gruesome 
details, but when I came 
out of  surgery the night of  
my fall, the doctor told 
Mike (Underwood’s 
husband) that he had 
put between 40 and 50 
stitches in,” she added.

Seven weeks after 
the accident, Under-
wood said that she 
is healing but “not 
quite looking the 
same”.

“I honestly don’t 
know how things are 
going to end up but 
I do know this: I am 
grateful. I am grateful 
that it wasn’t much, much 
worse. And I am grateful 
for the people in my life 
that have been there every 
step of  the way,” she posted.

IANS

F
ilmmaker Karan Johar has 
penned a love note for Sride-
vis daughter Janhvi Kapoor 
and Shahid Kapoor’s brother 
Ishaan Khatter as the two 

newcomers look forward to make their 
Bollywood debut with “Dhadak”.

Karan is backing the film, an ad-
aptation of the acclaimed Marathi 
film “Sairat”, through his banner 
Dharma Productions. 

The director read the note on 
his show “Calling Karan” on 104.8 
Ishq FM on Monday, read a state-
ment.

“It’s a new year which means new 
beginnings and time for new rela-
tionship goals... Dear Janhvi and 
Ishaan, you are going to embark 
on a new journey of stardom 
this year. You will face many 
firsts in 2018 from promotion to 
paparazzi to link-ups and troll-
ing to fame and failures. You 

are going to see it all,” Karan wrote.
“Through all of  this, I just want to 

remind you to not take yourself  too 
seriously and absorb every new experi-
ence because these initial days will never 
come back again. Janhvi, Ishaan your 

best qualities are that you all are still 
students.

“That you both really stand by 
your beliefs and the fact that you 
really don’t take yourself  as seri-
ously as I sometimes think you 
should. I love the fact that you 

are still vulnerable and 
innocent, please 

hold onto that,” 
he added. 
“Dhadak” is 
scheduled 
for release in 
July.

IANS

A
ctress Priya-
nka Chopra 
says she 
was advised 
not to be a 

part of Bollywood films 
“Aitraaz” and “Fashion”, 
but she decided to take a 
“risk” as she believes her 
career in showbiz has been 
full of  risky choices.

“When I was younger, 
I never saw a long-term 
plan. I am not from the 
film community; my 
career has always been full 
of  risky choices and I took 
decisions off  the paved 
path. My greatest risk was 
me not knowing that I was 
taking a risk,” Priyanka 
told Forbes magazine in 
an interview.

Priyanka, 35, who 
played the negative role of  
Sonia Roy in “Aitraaz” in 
2004, says she got scared 
when people asked her to 
opt out of the project.

“While shooting for 
the movie, people warned 
me that it was a wrong 
career move and that 
I would get stuck with 
vamp-type roles. It scared 
me like hell,” she recalled.

Something similar 
happened when Priyanka 
was approached for 2008 
film “Fashion”. 

“I was told that girls 
did women-centric roles 
only towards the end 
of their careers to win 
awards. I was advised to 
work with big stars and do 
Hollywood tent-pole type 
movies,” Priyanka said. 

“I was afraid that I 
took a wrong decision 
again, but the fact is that I 
did not know any better.”

Priyanka received a 
National Film Award 
for her role of Meghna 
Mathur in “Fashion”.

IANS

A 
full-page advertisement 
was placed in a news-
paper calling singer 
Lorde a bigot following 
her decision to cancel a 

concert in Israel.
The advertisment in the Washing-

ton Post was put by rabbi Shmuley 
Boteach and featured an image of  
the singer from New Zealand su-
perimposed over a photograph of  

men running through rubble while 
cradling babies, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

The headline read, “Lorde and 
New Zealand ignore Syria to attack 

Israel”. 
The body text of  the advertise-

ment included an allega-
tion that Lorde’s 

decision to cancel 
the gig showed 
how a “growing 

prejudice against the Jewish state” in 
New Zealand was “trickling down to its 
youth”. 

It also read that the 
21-year-

old song-

stress joined 
“a global anti-
semitic boycott of  Israel”, while perform-
ing in Russia. 

“While Lorde claims to be concerned 
with human rights, she hypocritically 
chose to proceed with her two concerts 

in Putin’s Russia, despite his support 
for (Syrian President Bashar al-) As-
sad’s genocidal regime. Let’s boycott the 
boycotters and tell Lorde and her fellow 
bigots that Jew-hatred has no place in the 
21st century,” the advertisement read. 

Lorde cancelled her upcoming show 
in Tel Aviv, Israel after two New Zealand 
writers warned her that her performance 
in the country “will be seen as giving sup-
port to the policies of  the Israeli govern-
ment”. 

In a statement that was shared 
through the organisers of  the event, Lorde 
explained that her decision came after she 
“had a lot of  discussion with people hold-
ing many views, and I think the right deci-
sion at this time is to cancel the show”. 

Following her decision, Itzhak Ger-
berg, the Israeli ambassador to New Zea-
land, wrote an open letter to the singer, 
inviting her to a meeting.

IANS

Shah Rukh Khan’s social media on Twitter has extended to 32 million. 
The 52-year-old superstar, who has a following of 32.2 million, 
is right behind megastar Amitabh Bachchan, who has a Twitter 
following of 32.4 million. Salman has 29.9 million and Aamir has 
22.6 million. On the first day of the New Year on Monday, he 
unveiled the title and teaser of his upcoming film with Aanand 
L Rai. In the film titled “Zero”, Shah Rukh will be seen playing 
a dwarf. It also stars actresses Anushka Sharma and Katrina 
Kaif. “Zero” is slated to hit the screens on December 21.
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Garbine Muguruza was forced to retire from the Brisbane International with severe cramping.
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Manchester United’s Anthony Martial, left, scores his side’s first goal of the game during the English Premier League soccer match against Everton at the Goodison Park in 
Liverpool, England on Monday.

AP/PTI

Vidarbha players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Ranji Trophy final cricket match against Delhi, in Indore on Monday.
PTI

TVYO annual sports meet concludes

Melbourne Cricket Ground 
pitch rated as ‘poor’

I-League: East Bengal 
thump Arrows to stay on top

Manchester United return to second place with victory over Everton

Brisbane too hot for Muguruza as Murray also withdrawsNeymar named Brazil’s 
best player in Europe

Vidarbha win maiden Ranji Trophy

Indore, Jan. 2 (PTI): 
Vidarbha claimed their 
maiden Ranji Trophy af-
ter beating Delhi by nine 
wickets in the final of  India 
s premier domestic tourna-
ment here today.

Chasing a target of  29, 
Vidarbha completed the 
task with loss of  skipper 
Faiz Fazal s wicket.

Opting to field, Vi-
darbha bowled out Delhi 
for 295 in the first innings 
with Rajneesh Gurbani 
picking up six wickets.

In  reply,  Vidarbha 
notched up a mammoth 
547 all out, as Akshay 
Wadkar struck his maid-
en century in first-class 
cricket.

Overnight 528 for seven 
with wicketkeeper Wadkar 
unbeaten on 133, Delhi 
quickly picked up the re-
maining three wickets in 
the morning.

Young pacer Navdeep 
Saini was the most suc-
cessful bowler for Delhi, 
returning figures of  5 for 

135 after bowling a mara-
thon 36.3 overs.

Delhi were a bowler 
short through the Vidarbha 
first innings as left-arm 
spinner Manan Sharma 
remained off  the field due 
to a knee injury. Manan, 
though, batted in the sec-
ond innings.

In their second innings, 
Delhi were all out for 280 
with Shorey scoring an-
other half-century a 142-
ball 62 while Nitish Rana 
struck 64.

Vidarbha chased down 
the 29-run target with a 
day to spare at the Holkar 
Stadium, which hosted the 
title clash of  the tourna-
ment for the second succes-
sive time.

Trailing by 252 runs, 
Delhi lost opener Kunal 
Chandela with just 32 runs 
on the board. And a bigger 
blow was dealt on the sev-
en-time winners when their 
most experienced cam-
paigner, Gautam Gambhir, 
in what looked like a de-

Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 2 
(IANS): Neymar has been 
named the winner of  the 
2017 Samba de Ouro tro-
phy, awarded to the best 
Europe-based Brazilian 
footballer.

It was the third time in 
the past four years that the 
Paris Saint-Germain for-
ward has claimed the acco-
lade, as he finished ahead 
of  Liverpool’s Philippe 
Coutinho and Real Ma-
drid’s Marcelo, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The award is decided 
by a vote of  journalists, 
former players and an in-

ternet fan poll.
Neymar drew 27.71 

percent of  the vote, well 
clear of  last year’s winner 
Coutinho (16.64 percent) 
and Marcelo (14.43 per-
cent).

Others to finish in the 
top 10 were Paulinho, 
Casemiro, Gabriel Jesus, 
Willian, Malcom, David 
Luiz and Ederson.

Neymar was named 
the world’s third-best play-
er at the 2017 FIFA Best 
awards in October, behind 
winner Cristiano Ron-
aldo and runner-up Lionel 
Messi.  

Brisbane, Jan. 2 (AFP): 
World number two Garb-
ine Muguruza suffered a 
fitness scare ahead of  this 
month’s Australian Open 
when she was forced to 
retire from the Brisbane 
International on Tuesday 
with severe cramping.

Wimbledon champion 
Muguruza was ahead 2-1 
in the deciding set against 
Serbia’s Aleksandra Kru-
nic in the second round of  
the warm-up tournament 
for the season’s first Grand 
Slam event, when she col-
lapsed to the ground fol-
lowing a serve.

The Spanish top seed 
was unable to continue 
and handed the match to 
Krunic 5-7, 7-6 (7/3), 2-1.

“I felt in trouble in the 
second set when I was 2-0 
up,” Muguruza said.

“I started to feel my 
calves were cramping.”

Muguruza had won a 
tight first set and appeared 
heading for a straight sets 
win over Krunic when she 
opened up a 5-2 lead in the 
second.

However, she began 

batable decision, was ad-
judged out lbw off  Gurbani 
to a ball that seemed to be 
heading down the leg side.

The out-of-favour In-
dia opener looked in good 
touch during his quick 36 
off  37 balls (32 coming in 
boundaries), and could 
have helped Delhi s cause 
had he stayed longer.

First-innings centuri-
on Shorey and Rana then 
added 110 runs for the third 
wicket.

The second session saw 
Shorey and Rana playing 
freely, hitting some lovely 
drives and flicks. However, 
as the team score reached 
164, Delhi lost Shorey, who 
was given a reprieve by 
Wasim Jaffer in first slip, to 
the left-arm spin of  Aditya 
Sarwate.

Rana followed suit as 
he nicked the impressive 
Gurbani to Wadkar behind 
the stumps. Like in the first 
innings, Gurbani was again 
bowling his heart out and 
swung the new ball to good 
effect.

Himmat Singh, who 
had a fifty in the first essay, 
was bowled by off-spinner 
Akshay Wakhare before he 
could open his account.

And then came a reck-
less shot by skipper Rishabh 
Pant (32), an attempted 
heave off  Siddhesh Neral 
leading to his dismissal as 
Delhi ran out of  batting 
options. This was an over 
after Pant was let off  by 
Wadkar, who missed an 
easy stumping chance.

Dimapur, Jan. 2 (EMN): The 44th annual 
sports meet of  Tenyiphe-1 Village Youth 
Organisation (TVYO) which commenced 
from Dec. 26 culminated on Dec. 30 at the 
village local ground, Chumukedima. The 
meet held was under the theme “United we 
Stand” with Z Kasheto Yepthomi, Class-1 
contractor and businessman as the guest of  
honour at the closing ceremony.

Addressing the gathering he said that 
sports meet ignites the spirit of unity and co-
operation among the villagers bringing forth 
people together and also creating a platform 
to the younger generation to expose their 
skills and talents which is an encourage-
ment to the youngsters, He appealed to all 
the players to maintain true sportsmanship 
spirit and to possess the decorum of a true 
sportsman qualities i.e, Discipline, Determi-
nation and Humbleness.

He encouraged the youth to have high 

determination and excel in state,national 
and international level where he said “sky 
is the limit” citing the eg. of legendary foot-
baller of the world  Pele and most expensive 
player Christiano Ronald,  transferred from 
one club to another he urged the players to 
look beyond the past glories with strong de-
termination to excel and achieve in higher 
level as well.

This year B-Khel Team emerged as the 
champion in men’s football and C-Khel (A) 
team bagged the runners-up while C-Khel 
women’s team emerged as the champion in 
women’s football and B-Khel women team 
bagged the runners-up in women’s football 
category. All walked away with trophies 
and cash award respectively.

Six teams from five different khels 
competed in the five day long sports meet in 
wrestling, football and volleyball both men’s 
and women’s category respectively.

Melbourne, Jan. 2 (IANS): 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) pitch, which hosted 
the fourth Ashes Test match 
between Australia and 
England, has been rated 
as ‘poor’, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The decision was taken 
under the ICC Pitch and 
Outfield Monitoring Pro-
cess. ICC Match Referee 
Ranjan Madugalle submit-
ted his report to the world’s 
cricket governing body ex-
pressing the concerns of  
the match officials over 
the performance of  the 
pitch which saw Australia 
scoring 327 and 263 for 
four declared, and England 
scoring 491 in their only 
innings, 

This report has been 
forwarded to Cricket Aus-
tralia (CA), who now have 
14 days to provide their 
response, according to an 
ICC statement.

“The bounce of  the 
MCG pitch was medium, 
but slow in pace and got 
slower as the match pro-
gressed. The nature of  the 
pitch did not change over 
the five days and there was 
no natural deterioration,” 
Madugalle said.

“As such, the pitch did 
not allow an even contest 
between the bat and the 
ball as it neither favoured 
the batsmen too much nor 
it gave the bowlers sufficient 
opportunity to take wick-
ets,” he added.

The MCG Test was the 
last Test to be rated under 
the current ICC Pitch and 
Outfield Monitoring Pro-
cess, with a revised process 
coming into effect in men’s 
and women’s international 
cricket from January 4.

The major change in the 
revised ICC Pitch and Out-
field Monitoring Process is 
to the sanctioning system 
for venues which present 

substandard conditions for 
international matches. 

If  a pitch or outfield is 
rated as being substandard, 
that venue will be allo-
cated a number of  demerit 
points.

One demerit point will 
be awarded to venues whose 
pitches are rated by the 
match referees as below 
average, while three and 
five demerit points will be 
awarded to venues whose 
pitches are marked as poor 
and unfit, respectively.

When a venue accumu-
lates five demerit points, 
it will be suspended from 
hosting any international 
cricket for a period of  12 
months, while a venue will 
be suspended from staging 
any international cricket for 
24 months when it reaches 
the threshold of 10 demerit 
points.

Demerit points will re-
main active for a rolling 
five-year period.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Ja n .  2 
(IANS): An all-out ag-
gress ive East  Bengal 
blanked Indian Arrows 
2-0 in a one-sided I-
League contest at the 
Ambedkar Stadium here 
on Tuesday.

Attacking midfielder 
Mahmoud  Al  Amna 
opened the scoring for 
East Bengal with a su-
perb curling free-kick in 
the 13th minute. Japa-
nese star Katsumi Yusa 
doubled the lead with 
another excellent finish 
in the 16th minute. 

The victory saw East 
Bengal increase their 
lead at the top of  the 
table with 17 points from 
eight matches, opening 
up a four point gap with 
second placed Minerva 
Punjab FC.

India Arrows, on the 
other hand, remained 
at the seventh spot with 
seven points  in their 
kitty. 

East Bengal started 
the proceedings on an at-
tacking note, asking con-
stant questions from the 

Indian Arrows defence 
which was left clueless 
time and again. 

Yusa, who was the 
key man for East Bengal 
in the midfield, control-
ling the ball well and cre-
ating chances in the ini-
tial minutes, was brought 
down by Arrows defend-
er Boris Singh Thangjam 
on a couple of  occasions. 

However, that did not 
change East Bengal’s ap-
proach as they continued 
to dominate possession 
and made good use of  
their superior experi-
ence.

In the process, Yusa 
was brought down by a 
silly challenge by Arrows 
midf ie lder  Abhishek 
Halder at the edge of  the 
penalty box in the 12th 
minute which gifted East 
Bengal a free kick. 

Halder also received 
the first yellow card of  
the game for his rash 
challenge. 

Tak ing  charge  o f  
the free-kick,  Syrian 
midfielder Mahmoud 
Al Amna made no mis-

take to curl the ball into 
the far corner, out of  
the reach of  debutant 
goalkeeper Prabhsukhan 
Singh Gill to give East 
Bengal the lead. 

The game, which was 
played more inside the 
Indian Arrows half, saw 
its second goal for East 
Bengal coming from an 
unmarked Yusa who 
curled the ball into the 
far post from just inside 
the penalty box. 

T h e  s e c o n d - h a l f  
started with Indian Ar-
rows coach Luis Nor-
ton de Matos replacing 
Halder with midfielder 
Suresh Singh Wangjam. 

The hosts tried to 
adopt a different ap-
proach, combining well 
and enjoying more ball 
possession inside the op-
position half  unlike in 
the first period.

The dying minutes 
saw the ball rolling from 
one end to another in 
search of  the final whis-
tle without any clear 
chances being created by 
both sides.

to struggle in the 30 Cel-
sius (86 Fahrenheit) heat 
and oppressive humidity 
as Krunic fought back to 
win the second set on a 
tiebreak.

Muguruza received 
treatment from the physio 
on court before the start of  
the decider and broke Kru-

nic only to collapse while 
serving to consolidate the 
service break.

“I continued to think 
that with the match they 
(cramps) might go away, 
and then they were in-
creasing, increasing. And 
then I had a lot of  my 
body cramping,” Mugu-

ruza said.
The loss ends any hope 

Muguruza had of  leap-
frogging Simona Halep 
and becoming world num-
ber one before the seedings 
are decided for the Austra-
lian Open, which begins 
on January 15.

Krunic will now play 

London, Jan. 2 (IANS): Man-
chester United moved back to the 
second position on the English 
Premier League table with a 2-0 
away victory over Everton after 
three straight draws.

Despite the win on Monday 
United are still 12 points behind 
leaders Manchester City, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. Jose 
Mourinho’s side began their first 
match of  the new year at Everton 
without first-choice striker Rom-
elu Lukaku, but Anthony Martial 

and Jesse Lingard both scored 
superb goals in the second-half  to 
wrap up three points for United.

“We believe in ourselves, we 
just had to wake up and today 
I think we did. We deserved to 
win against Leicester and South-
ampton, but that’s football and 
today we did what we had to do,” 
United midfielder Paul Pogba 
said after the win.

It was Lingard’s 10th goal of  
the season and his fourth in his 
last five appearances. The in-form 

England attacking midfielder 
received high praise from coach 
Mourinho.

“One thing is to be a young 
talent, another thing is to be a 
very good player,” Mourinho 
said. 

“Some players are not capable 
of  that jump. They go from great 
potential to normal players. Lin-
gard is giving that jump.

“He is more consistent, he is 
adaptable, he understands better 
the game, he is going in a good 

direction,” Mourinho added.
Liverpool beat Burnley 2-1 

thanks to Klavan’s goal in in-
jury time, and the Reds are now 
ranked fourth place on the ta-
ble, one point behind Chelsea 
who will encounter Arsenal on 
Wednesday. 

Stoke City and Newcastle 
United met each other in the rain. 
Ayoze Perez scored the only goal 
in the match, giving Newcastle a 
narrow 1-0 victory to move away 
from the relegation zone.

Anastasija Sevastova after 
the seventh-seeded Latvi-
an crushed Sorana Cirstea 
of  Romania 6-2, 6-1.

Last year’s runner-
up Alize Cornet eased 
into the final eight with 
a straight-sets win over 
Croatia’s Mirjana Lucic-
Baroni.

Cornet, who won her 
first-round match when 
fourth seed Caroline Gar-
cia retired injured, was 
too consistent for Lucic-
Baroni, winning 6-1, 7-5.

After top seed Rafael 
Nadal pulled out late last 
week, the men’s draw was 
dealt another major blow 
when Andy Murray with-
drew.

Murray suffered a right 
hip injury in 2017 and has 
not played on the ATP tour 
since losing a tough five-
setter to American Sam 
Querrey in the quarter-
finals at Wimbledon.

The 30-year-old Scot 
issued a statement Tuesday 
announcing his withdraw-
al from the tournament, 
and did not say whether he 
would be able to play the 

year’s first Grand Slam.
Murray said he would 

stay in Brisbane as he 
“works towards returning 
to the tennis circuit”.

“I’m very disappointed 
to be withdrawing from 
the Brisbane Internation-
al,” he added.

“I came here with ev-
ery intention of  making a 
strong start to the year, but 
sadly my team and I don’t 
feel that I’m where I need 
to be just yet to compete at 
the highest level.”

Earlier, 21-year-old 
South  Korean Chung 
Hyeon stunned fifth seed 
Gilles Muller from Lux-
embourg 6-3, 7-6 (7/1), 
while US qualifier Michael 
Mmoh upset Argentine 
Federico Delbonis 6-3, 6-4.

Britain’s Kyle Edmund 
survived a barrage of  18 
aces from 18-year-old Ca-
nadian Denis Shapovalov 
to win in three sets 6-7 
(5/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-4, an-
dUzbekistan’s Denis Is-
tomin downed seventh-
seeded Bosnian Damir 
Dzumbhur 6-7 (4/7), 6-3, 
6-2.



The contracts of both Sanchez (L), who came close to moving to Manchester City in August, and Ozil (R) 
are up at the end of the present season.

India’s Captain Virat Kohli seen during a practice session

England's captain Joe Root walks off the ground with team mates at 
the end of the fourth Ashes cricket test match.

Romelu Lukaku
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Number one

Match in progress between EYL CC in black and Waxen CC during the last quarter final match on Tuesday 
at Wokha.

EM Images

In this Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 handout photo provided by Media CR7, Portuguese soccer player Cristiano Ronaldo poses with 15 of his most relevant individual awards, just outside 
Funchal, on the island of Madeira, Portugal. The awards displayed are five France Football "Ballon D'or", two FIFA "The Best", one FIFA "World Player of the Year", three UEFA 
"Player of the Year" and four ESM "Golden Shoe". Ronaldo's individual awards are kept at the CR7 Museum in his home island of Madeira.
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Wenger promises Sanchez, Ozil 
would be replaced by class acts

WCC: GAPYOCC and 
EYL CC enter semi-final

South Korea proposes high-level talks with North

Man United's Lukaku set to 
return for FA Cup opener

India's winning run under threat 
from South African green tops

England desperate for consolation Ashes win in Sydney

London, Jan. 2 (AFP): 
Arsene Wenger moved to 
allay the fears of  Arsenal 
fans on Tuesday saying he 
would replace both Alexis 
Sanchez and Mesut Ozil 
with world-class players 
should they end up leaving.

Both Sanchez, who 
came close to moving to 
Manchester City on the 
final day of the last transfer 
window in August, and 
Ozil's contracts are up at 
the end of the present sea-
son.

Sanchez's attitude and 
commitment to the club 
have been questioned by 
fans and some of his team-
mates did not congratulate 
the 29-year-old Chilean 
after he scored a double 
in the 3-2 Premier League 
win over Crystal Palace last 
Thursday.

Wenger, whose transfer 
dealings have been a sore 
point with sections of  the 
Arsenal support, said he 
would also be on the look-
out for players in the pres-
ent transfer window.

"We are open to any 
position for the exceptional 
player that can give us a 
plus. It depends a little bit 
on the injuries as well," said 

the Arsenal manager on 
the eve of their match with 
reigning Premier League 
champions Chelsea.

"On the other hand it 
depends if  we manage to 
extend the contracts of the 
players who are at the end 

of their contracts in June.
"It will depend on that 

as well. We have to take 
the consequences of  those 
decisions and respond to it.

"How we cope with 
that, first of all we have not 
lost them yet, and secondly 

we will respond to that by 
bringing in players of  top 
quality.

"This club has lost 
many, many big players and 
has always responded well."

However, the 68-year-
old Frenchman refuted sug-

London, Jan. 2 (Reuters): 
Manchester United striker 
Romelu Lukaku could 
return to action for the 
club’s opening FA Cup 
fixture at home against 
Derby County on Friday, 
the Premier League side’s 
manager Jose Mourinho 
has said.

The 24-year-old missed 
United’s 2-0 league win at 
Everton on Monday after 
sustaining a head injury 
during last weekend’s goal-
less draw with Southamp-
ton, but the Portuguese 
boss said his top scorer had 
not suffered a concussion 
and would make a quick 
return.

”Romelu is not a prob-
lem,“ Mourinho told re-
porters after the win at 
Goodison Park. ”Maybe 
Romelu can play (against 
Derby).

It was a precaution by 
the doctor, it was follow-
ing the rules to protect the 
situation.

“He didn’t come today 

Seoul, Jan. 2 (PTI/AFP): South 
Korea today proposed holding 
high-level talks with Pyongyang 
on January 9, after the North's 
leader Kim Jong-Un called for a 
breakthrough in relations and said 
Pyongyang might attend the Win-
ter Olympics.

Kim used his annual New Year 
address to underscore Pyongyang's 
claim that it has developed a weap-
ons deterrent and warn that he had 
a "nuclear button" on hand, but 
sweetened his remarks by express-
ing an interest in dialogue and 
participating in the South's Games.

South Korea's unification min-
ister Cho Myoung-Gyon said 
Seoul was "reiterating our willing-
ness to hold talks with the North at 
any time and place in any form".

"We hope that the South and 

North can sit face to face and 
discuss the participation of  the 
North Korean delegation at the 
Pyeongchang Games as well as 
other issues of  mutual interest for 
the improvement of  inter-Korean 
ties," he said at a press conference.

The two Koreas, which have 
been separated by a tense demili-
tarised zone since the end of  the 
1950-53 Korean war, last held 
high-level talks in 2015.

Dovish South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-In, who has long 
favoured engagement to defuse ten-
sion with the North, earlier Tues-
day welcomed Kim's suggestion 
that there could be an opportunity 
to kick-start dialogue.

However, he indicated that 
improvements in inter-Korean ties 
must go hand in hand with steps 

towards denuclearisation.
Moon proposed Red Cross 

and military talks last year, but 
his requests were not answered by 
Pyongyang.

The North has rattled the in-
ternational community in recent 
months with multiple missile 
launches and its sixth and most 
powerful nuclear test -- purportedly 
of  a hydrogen bomb.

Pyongyang has shrugged off  a 
raft of  new sanctions and height-
ened rhetoric from the United 
States as it continued to drive for-
wards with a weapons programme 
that it says is defensive and aimed 
at developing a warhead capable of  
targeting the US mainland.

Kim's comments were the first 
indication of  North Korea's will-
ingness to participate in the Winter 

Games, which run from February 
9 to 25.

Moon called them a "positive 
response" to Seoul's hope that the 
Pyeongchang Olympics would be 
a "groundbreaking opportunity for 
peace".

The main Winter Olympic 
venues are just 80 kilometres (50 
miles) from the heavily fortified 
border with the North and the 
build-up to the event has been 
overshadowed by surging tensions 
over Pyongyang's nuclear and mis-
sile tests.

In his speech Monday, Kim 
said the Olympics could provide a 
reason for officials from the neigh-
bours "to meet in the near future".

Seoul and the Games organis-
ers are keen for the North to take 
part.

Our correspondent
Wokha, Jan. 2 (EMN): 
The last  quar ter- f inal 
matches of  the 22nd edi-
tion Amrit Cement Winter 
Cricket Challenge (WCC) 
witnessed two matches at 
the Wokha local ground on 
Tuesday. 

The first match was 
p l aye d  b e t we e n  G A -
PYOCC and Hurricane 
CC.

After winning the toss 
GAPYOCC elected to bat 
first making a target of  137 
runs losing seven wickets.

Gonesh Sharma con-
tributed 24 runs, Sanstut-
hung 29 runs (not out), 
Sikandar 14 and Tusenfa 
27 (not out).

Machamo of Hurricane 
CC captured three wickets 
and Renchio Odyuo two 
wickets while Aphamo 
and Wapang claimed one 
wicket each. 

Chasing 138 runs to 
win Hurricane were all 

out for just 84 runs in 
18.2 over’s. Vinato of  
GAPYOCC claimed four 
wickets with Dipankar 
taking three and Tusenfa 
two and Sunny with one 
wicket. 

Tusenfa of  GAPYOCC 
making an important 27 
runs in just 16 balls and 
claiming two wickets was 
adjudged the man of  the 
match. 

Later, the second match 
was played between Waxen 
CC and EYL CC.

Waxen CC after win-
ning the toss decided to bat 
first and scored 116 runs 
losing eight wickets in 20 
overs.

Sobin and Nchumbemo 
contributed 13 runs each 
while Yanshum scored 11 
runs for Waxen CC. 

James with two wick-
e t s,  Alam three  wi th 
Mharomo, Kumchen and 
Nchumthung claiming one 
wicket each for EYL CC. 

Chasing 116 runs for 
victory EYL CC won the 
match in the 20th over 
losing six wickets to en-
ter the semi-final league 
match. Tsenpon and Ren-
jamo contributed 17 runs 
each while Nzanthung and 
Nchum collected 12 runs 
each for EYL CC.

Abinash two wickets 
and Thungchamo, Kri-
sav i too,  Cheni thung, 
Nchumbemo took one 
wicket each for Waxen CC. 

Man of  the match of  
the last quarter final was 
awarded to James Ao of  
EYL CC who came as the 
6th man down making an 
important 11 runs in just 
six deliveries finishing the 
match in style in 19.5 and 
also collected two impor-
tant wickets for the team.
Wednesday’s semi-final 

league matches
1. GAPYOCC vs Royal 

Strikers
2. EYL vs Lancer

gestions he was targeting 
Chelsea's Brazil centre-
back David Luiz or French 
international midfielder 
Thomas Lemar from Mo-
naco.

The failure to sign 
22-year-old Lemar back in 
August led to the collapse 
of  the Sanchez move to 
Manchester City.

" I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o 
think about any special 
names, but these reports 
are wrong," said Wenger, 
whose side are currently 
fifth in the table, six points 
behind Liverpool in fourth 
but with a game in hand.

As for catching run-
away leaders City, Wenger 
said there is the slimmest 
glimmer of  hope for their 
rivals given their two recent 
performances -- a 1-0 win 
away at struggling New-
castle United and then a 
0-0 draw on Sunday against 
relegation-threatened Crys-
tal Palace.

"They have shown signs 
of  being less dominant," 
said Wenger, whose side 
are 21 points behind City.

"One of  the teams be-
hind need to have a perfect 
run and they (City) need to 
collapse a bit."

to follow the protocol but 
he wanted to play. We had 
to stop him to play because 
he was saying, ‘I feel amaz-
ing, I should go and play,’ 
but... we decided not to 
play (him). Probably Rom-
elu is back against Derby.”

Lukaku has scored 10 
goals and provided four 
assists in 21 league ap-
pearances for United this 

season as the Old Trafford 
outfit sit 12 points behind 
leaders Manchester City 
in second position, having 
played one more game.

United have won the 
FA Cup on 12 occasions 
but were knocked out of  
the competition in the 
quarter-finals by eventual 
runners-up Chelsea last 
season.

Cape Town, Jan. 2 (Re-
uters): India’s long winning 
streak in test cricket is under 
threat in a quick-fire three 
match series against South 
Africa this month, where 
their status as the top ranked 
nation in the format faces a 
stiff examination.

Virat Kohli’s side have 
won nine successive series 
to climb to the top of  the 
International Cricket Coun-
cil’s rankings but most of  
the success has come on 
batting friendly wickets. 
South Africa are expected to 
prepare ‘green top’ wickets 
for the tests in Cape Town, 
Pretoria and Johannesburg, 
all squeezed into January, 

to hand India an unfamiliar 
and difficult challenge.

India have traditionally 
struggled against the home 
bowling attack with just two 
victories in 17 previous tests 
on tour in South Africa.

But while past touring 
sides have crumbled under 
the barrage of pace, this is 
an experienced India squad, 
13 of whom have previously 
toured South Africa and will 
know what to expect.

“All I can say is the team 
is up for the challenge,” said 
India coach Ravi Shastri 
ahead of  the first test at 
Newlands, which starts on 
Friday.

“If  you asked me four 

Sydney, Jan. 2 (Reuters): 
Even with the series be-
yond them and Ashes 
already returned to Aus-
tralia, England will be 
desperate to back up an 
encouraging performance 
in Melbourne and secure 
a consolation victory in 
the fifth and final test in 
Sydney this week.

Avoiding a whitewash 
may not be much to crow 
about but Joe Root’s par-
ty must take a modicum 
of  pride in apparently 
not disintegrating as the 
2013-14 tourists did, an 
impression which a taste 
of  victory in the Harbour 
City would confirm.

Given the fierce nature 
of  the rivalry, though, 
Australia will be looking 
to ruthlessly drive home 
their advantage with a big 
win in front of  a big crowd 
at the Sydney Cricket 

years ago, I would have said 
no. But this team has gained 
in experience,” he added.

”The beauty of  this 
team is it does not matter 
who opposition it is. For us 
every game is a home game. 
Even this is a home game 
for us at Newlands. You see 
the pitch, you adapt. No 
excuses, no complaints.

“Tomorrow you go to 
England and it might be 
seaming all over the place. 
You come to India it might 
be turning. If  you want 
to be rated as a side, you 
adapt to the conditions. It’s 
as simple as that.” South 
Africa, who are second in 
the ICC test rankings, are 
at full strength for the first 
time in almost two years as 
AB de Villiers returns from 
a lengthy absence from the 
first class game. The bowl-
ing department is also re-
inforced by the return from 
injury of Dale Steyn and his 
long-time new ball partner 
Vernon Philander.

The three test series is 
followed by six One Day 
Internationals and three 
Twenty20 clashes between 
the two countries through to 
the end of February.

Ground, which is sold out 
for the first three days.

Australia captain Steve 
Smith’s magnificent cen-
tury helped save a draw in 
the Boxing Day test and 
the hosts are confident he 
will recover from the stiff  
back that prevented him 
from training on Tuesday 

in time for Thursday’s 
toss.

Left-arm quick Mitch-
ell Starc, who missed the 
fourth test with a bruised 
heel, did bowl in the nets 
and should return to ter-
rorise the English bats-
men as he did with his 19 
wickets in the first three 

test victories in Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Perth.

In his absence, Alastair 
Cook’s double century and 
the bowling of  the experi-
enced seam duo of  Stuart 
Broad and James Ander-
son gave England the sniff  
of  a win at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground only for 
the weather and Smith to 
deny them.

“ I f  we ’d  wo n  t h e 
game, then you’d maybe 
say there’d be more ques-
tions posed to Australia,” 
opening batsman Mark 
Stoneman told reporters 
on Tuesday.

“It’s given us a lot of  
confidence moving for-
ward that the things we 
tried to put in place earlier 
in the series have come 
through to a certain de-
gree, but ultimately we 
want to win a game of  
cricket on this tour.”

The SCG traditionally 
offers some turn and with 
slow-bowling all-rounder 
Moeen Ali out of  form, 
leg-spinner Mason Crane 
looks set to become the 
third Englishman to make 
his test debut in the series.

Australia drafted left-
arm tweaker Ashton Agar 
into their squad to give 
them an option of  a twin 
spin attack with Nathan 
Lyon but the more likely 
change to the side will be 
the return of  pace spear-
head Starc for Jackson 
Bird.

“I know he’s pretty 
confident he’s going to 
play,” fellow quick Pat 
Cummins said of  Starc on 
Tuesday.

“I haven’t spoken to 
him but it looked like he 
was bowling quick, run-
ning around and wasn’t 
limping.”


