
Chief Minister TR Zeliang along with colleagues and public servants inspecting the site of the fire incident 
at Burma Camp, on Saturday.
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The limits of the possible 
can only be defined by 

going beyond them into 
the impossible. 

~ Arthur C. Clarke
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 13°
Agartala 26° 15°
Gangtok 20° 05°
Guwahati 24° 12°
Imphal 23° 12°

Itanagar 22° 10°
Shillong 18° 05°
Delhi 22° 07°
Kolkata 26° 14°
Chennai 30° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 7°
DIMAPUR 25° 10°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 1mm 93%
DIMAPUR NIL 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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World's first robot citizen, Sophia makes an appearance at the TechFest 
2017 in Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT-B) in Mumbai on 
Saturday.

CM announces relief for fire victims Centre sanctions INR 1,250 cr. 
for Assam inland transport

Citizen Sophia

Govt. instability makes for 
lawmakers of all trades

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Ringo Starr, Barry  
Gibb to be knighted | P10

Australia doubts as 
Novak Djokovic pulls 
out of Qatar Open |  P12

Authorities say two dead 
including gunman at 
California office | P9

Aye, Imchen, Neinu, Phom, Lotha  
and Yhoshü biggest gainers of 2017

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 30: The year 2017 in 
Nagaland experienced a spate of  fierce 
political drama within the Naga Peoples’ 
Front-led (NPF) Democratic Alliance of  
Nagaland (Dan) in the form of  a fight for 
political legitimacy and organisational 
leadership over the party primarily. 

The dispute was between two camps: 
one led by Nagaland’s Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang and the other led by former 
Chief  Minister Dr. Shurhozelie Lieziet-
su.  In the ensuing tussle the former chief  
minister and MP Neiphiu Rio along with 
those loyal to him also came to the fore 
for a short while from July till Decem-
ber. 

The dispute not only created a self-
sustained platform for frequent dissen-
sion within the regional party’s hierarchy. 
The frequent changes in the leadership 
and legislative portfolios of  the ministers 
in concern created tremendous confu-
sion among the people of  the state. 

The frequent change in the legisla-
tor’s assignments—not to mention the 
frequent changes in the persons in the 
chief  minister’s chair—appeared to the 
public far from being dignified and ma-
ture. But for the legislators, it was appar-
ently something that their lives and fu-
tures depended on, which kept them on 
their toes without a doubt. The distribu-
tion of  portfolios, for instance, changed 
or worked in favour of  those legislators 
whose leader was in power then. 

A considerable number of  the legisla-
tors received new assignments each time 
the DAN government went through a dis-
pute and the customary ‘reconciliation’ 
depending on whose convenience the 
numbers were in favour of. For instance, 
T Torechu was assigned the chairman of  
the NKVIB, and advisor for Evaluation 
and the NRLM. He was dropped to be-
come a ‘normal’ Member of  Legislative 
Assembly (MLA). Likewise, Tokheho 
Yepthomi who was holding the PHE and 
School Education assignment as a minis-
ter and was later dropped from the coun-
cil of  minister to becoming an MLA.

Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu, who took 
charge as chairman of  the NSMDC, and 
a parliamentary secretary for Labour 
and Employment, and Skill development 
is now currently an MLA. Another leg-
islator, Neiba Kronu, was given charge 
as minister for Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change; then to parliamentary 
secretary for Planning & Coordination, 
Evaluation & Monitoring Cell; and then 
all the way down to being a ‘normal’ 
MLA. N Jacob Zhimomi took charge as 
parliamentary secretary for Irrigation & 
Flood Control and is now the advisor for 
PHE.

Chotisuh Sazo was the speaker of  
the legislative assembly at the beginning 
of  the year then became a cabinet min-
ister for PHED in February only to be 
dropped in July but again back as the ad-
visor for Social Welfare in December. 

For Dr. Benjongliba and YM Yollow 
Konyak it was rather a cross portfolio 
change with the former starting the year 

as parliamentary secretary for Agricul-
ture and the latter the parliamentary sec-
retary for CAWD. In February their port-
folios were interchanged and it remained 
the same till the filing of  this report.  

In the whole melee Kaito Aye, Im-
kong Imchen, Kuzholuzo Neinu, Pang-
nyu Phom,  Thomas Lotha and Vikho 
Yhoshü turned out to be the biggest 
gainers. They all started as MLAs at the 
start of  the year and ended up as either 
cabinet ministers or advisors with cabi-
net rank by year end. 

Another notable mention is Kropol 
Vitsü, who also started the year as an 
MLA, and is now the parliamentary 
secretary for Economic & Statistics and 
SCERT.

For another five legislators C Kipili 
Sangtam, CL John, P Longon, Paiwang 
Konyak and Vikheho Swu the year ended 
on a good note. They all began the year 
as cabinet ministers and are still cabinet 
ministers. They were some few setbacks 
for some of  them except Kipili who was 
the only legislator who survived in whole 
tussle game and continuously remained 
a cabinet minister with the same portfo-
lio after every reshuffle. 

The biggest losers are Tokheho Yep-
thomi, Y Patton and Dr. Nikiesalie Kire 
who were all cabinet ministers at the 
beginning of  the year but are now mere 
MLAs. 

As for another six legislators CM 
Chang, Mmhonlumo Kikon, Namri 
Nchang, Noke Wangnao, Pohwang 
and Zhaleo Rio, they started the year 
as MLAs and ended the years as MLAs 
except for a short stint from July to De-
cember. 

Mmhonlumo Kikon and Neiba Kro-
no were the two legislators were in the 
cabinet for the shortest duration of  just 
about 5 months. 

One legislator Khriehu Liezietsu 
had to sacrifice his seat and resign to 
let the present NPF party President Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu to contest elec-
tions after he was sworn in as the chief  
minister although not a member of  the 
house. 

The legislators who escaped the 
overly confusing frequent change of  
portfolio are Kejong Chang minister for 
Horticulture, DB and GB; parliamentary 
secretary for Land Resources and Devel-
opment and Excise BS Nganlang; S Hu-
kavi Zhimomi, parliamentary secretary 
for Jail, Science & Technology; Pukhayi 
Sumi, parliamentary secretary for Soil 
& Water Conservation; Toyang Chang-
kong Chang, parliamentary secretary 
for NRE, Fire & Emergency Service; L 
Khumu Khiam, parliamentary secre-
tary for Land Revenue, VG and Women 
Resources Development; Levi Rengma, 
parliamentary secretary for Housing; 
Amenba Yaden,  parliamentary secre-
tary for Industries and Commerce; C 
Apok Jamir, parliamentary secretary 
for Tourism; and Imtilemba Sangtam, 
present minister  for Cooperation, Relief  
& Rehabilitation and chairman of  the 
MARCOFED.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
on Saturday announced an 
ex-gratia of INR 10,20,000 
to the 102 households 
whose  houses were burned 
down on Friday's fire inci-
dent  at Burma Camp in 
Dimapur.

"While donating Rs. 
10,20,000 as immediate re-
lief for the affected families 
which was handed over to 

the district administration, 
the chief minister termed 
the incident as 'very un-
fortunate'. A total of 102 
families who lost their 
homes to the ravishing fire 
would get Rs. 10,000 each 
from the amount...," stated 
a press note from the chief  
minister's office. 

This was announced 
during a spot verification 
at the site of the disaster 

where he assured the af-
fected families and the 
elders of the area that 'all 
possible measures would 
be taken up.'

The chief minister also 
instructed the district ad-
ministration and the state's 
disaster management 
agency to 'immediately 
start assessing the ground 
realities for further neces-
sary actions.'

Guwahati, Dec. 30 (IANS): The central government has sanc-
tioned Rs. 1,250 crore for the development of transport sector 
in Assam, Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and 
Shipping Nitin Gadkari said here on Saturday.

Chairing a high powered meeting of the Brahmaputra 
Board and Water Resources Department at Kaziranga in the 
state, he said his ministry's decision to pump in this financial 
assistance was aimed at an all-round development of the inland 
transport sector of the state.

With this financial outlay, the government also aimed at 
developing the inland water transport, he said, adding that in-
frastructural development would be brought about at the termi-
nals in Bogibeel, Nematighat, Kamalabari, Silghat, Jogighopa, 
Silchar, Dhubri and Pandu. 

"Of this outlay, an amount of Rs 32 crore will be utilized 
for constructing 56 terminals and Rs. 60 crore will be spent on 
Ro-Ro service," the Union Minister said.

Setting up a motor driving training institute all the districts 
of the state has also been envisaged, according to the Minister.

Gadkari also asked the state government to take immediate 
steps for upgradation of the entire network of embankments 
measuring approximately 4,474.42km and convert those into 
road-cum-dykes.He also asked the Water Resources Depart-
ment to involve a foreign consultant if  required for the prepara-
tion of a Detailed Project Report (DPR) within three months.

The Minister also underscored the need for involving local 
youths and raw materials from local markets for upgradation 
of the entire network of the embankments. The entire fund re-
quired for the purpose would be borne by the Centre, he said. 

Gadkari also reviewed the progress of the works related to 
perennial flood and erosion management, express highway and 
dredging of the Brahmaputra river. For reining in the perennial 
flood problem, Gadkari asked state government to go for an all-
out plantation drive. He said growing grass and plantation of  
saplings would go a long way in mitigating soil erosion.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 30 (EMN): As cur-
tains fall on 2017, citizens of Naga-
land will remember it to be another 
antagonizing, difficult year—as was 
2015 and 2016—with confusion 
and chaos in full force throughout 
the year. By virtue of the vivid up-
heavals during the past 365 days, it 
might be appropriate to chronicle 
some of the events that were prima-
rily responsible for the state and its 
citizens being put to constant state 
of dysfunction, uncertainty and 
pessimism.

2017 was a ‘year of anxiety’ 
marred by prolonged periods of  
protests, copious numbers of ulti-
matums from agitated community 
and students groups and threats 
against the government. The prima-
ry reason that attracted the protests 
was mainly the Nagaland govern-
ment or issues associated with the 
government’s police failure or ad-
ministrative tepidity and inaction. 

Municipal polls, women 
empowerment and bloodshed 

It was from the word go: the 
year started with strong conflicting 
views over the question of apply-
ing the 33% reservation of seats for 
women in the election to the Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs). With the Na-
galand government announcing the 
polls, the year began on a note of  
offensives from various tribe organi-
zations opposing it on grounds that 
the government needed to review 
the Nagaland Municipal Act of  
2001. That way, they contented, no 
offshoot of the act would infringe 
on Article 371A of the Constitution 
of India which grants special provi-
sions to the state of Nagaland.

This issue lasted throughout 
the months of January and Febru-
ary. Tribe organizations boycotted 
the election process across the state 
from January 3 last while a defiant 
government persisted on holding 
the election. The entire episode—
from warnings to street protests—
cost the lives of two youths in Di-
mapur on the night of Jan. 30. It 
triggered more anger among Civil 
Society groups as it led to mob vio-
lence in Kohima where more than 
30 different offices were torched on 
Feb. 2. This was followed by de-
mands from different organizations 
that TR Zeliang resign as chief  
minister on moral grounds. This 
led to NPF leader Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu taking over as the chief  
minister.

Policy dysfunction: corruption 
and incompetence  

A brief lull followed—but not 
for long. March saw Hindi teach-
ers employed under various central 
schemes across Nagaland calling 
for indefinite agitations against the 
government’s abject failure to pay 
them for 10 months. 

Protests against the govern-
ment’s inaction on maintenance 
or repair/improvement of roads in 
the state also featured throughout 

the year.
In April, the Tizit Area Stu-

dents’ Union announced a block-
ade on Namtola-Mon road follow-
ing the state government’s lack of  
response to a demand for upkeep 
of the said road. During the same 
month, teachers employed under 
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Ab-
hiyan (RMSA) boycotted classes 
due to non-payment of salaries by 
the department concerned for five 
months.

As per records, the month of  
May did not register any public 
protest or movement that affected 
normalcy in any part of the state. 
However, in June, public services 
aspirants of Nagaland (PSAN) 
had registered their discontentment 
over the state government not req-
uisitioning posts that come under 
the purview of the Nagaland Public 
Service Commission (NPSC) and 
also against rampant backdoor and 
contractual appointments in gov-
ernment offices despite a standing 
order from the government itself.

The PSAN launched a stir on 
July 3 which was joined by the Naga 
Students’ Federation, the anti-graft 
movement Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut) and 
other student bodies.

The month of July saw a 
change of guard in the state of af-
fairs once again, with former chief  
minister Zeliang leading a rebellion 
against Liezietsu which resulted in 
the toppling of the latter’s ministry. 
Zeliang came to power again on 
July 19.

This particular month also saw 
the workers union of Nagaland 
Pulp and Paper Company Ltd 
(NPPCL), popularly known as ‘Tuli 
paper mill’ under Mokokchung 
district staging a protest against 
non-fulfilment of their demands 
by way of imposing an indefinite 
blockade on National Highway 61. 
The workers were yet to receive sal-
ary for the past 9 months, even as 
the authorities have “abruptly sus-
pended” rehabilitation works of the 
mill in September 2015 after it was 
restarted in December 2014.

In August, the Lotha and 
Rengma Hohos have served ul-
timatums to the government for 
non-maintenance of  NH-2 falling 
under their respective jurisdic-
tions. The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) youth wing also launched 
a four-day protest outside the 
Raj Bhavan Kohima against the 
Governor PB Acharya’s move to 
dismiss Liezietsu’s ministry and 
install Zeliang as the new chief  
minister. A blockade of  highway 
by organizations under Akuluto 
and VK areas against non-mainte-
nance of  road was called off  after 
the government assured to execute 
the works at the earliest.

On August 25, Acaut staged 
a massive public rally in Dimapur 
which highlighted checking of all 
forms of corruption and misman-
agement of public funds, termina-
tion of illegal appointments among 

other issues.
In September, a violent mob 

stormed into a police station in 
Kohima following the arrest of  
suspects involved in the murder of  
a taxi driver which became a law 
and order issue. Meanwhile, citi-
zens in Dimapur had to suffer after 
the Dimapur District Auto Drivers 
Union called to stay off  the roads 
against the rates prescribed by the 
authorities. Also, the Nagaland 
Civil Services Association (NCSA) 
had, by then threatened to call for 
an agitation owing to step-motherly 
treatment  by the state government 
towards induction of non-NCS per-
sons in the organisational structure 
of the government which are sup-
posed to be held by NCS officers.

Broken borders and breached 
administrations 

October saw a public uprising 
in Chumukedima (Dimapur) with 
concerns over the rampant influx 
of illegal immigrants (particularly 
from Bangaladesh) which under-
scored the failure of government 
regulations. The rallyists made a 
clarion call for the government to 
toughen its Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
restrictions and implement stricter 
rules to check the influx.

A silent public procession 
against an alleged arrest and assault 
of a minor boy in school uniform in 
Wokha went down in bad taste with 
the public as the district administra-
tion decided to clamp curfew under 
Section 144 CrPC.

The month also saw the Naga-
land RMSA Teachers Association 
of 2016 launching a ‘No pay, no 
work’ strike after the teachers were 
left to suffer without being paid their 
salaries for more than five months.

On Oct. 23, the NPF youth wing 
launched an indefinite ‘dharna’ out-
side the Civil Secretariat protesting 
the NLA Speaker Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier’s inaction on several political/
legislature issues. The protest lasted 
for 14 days, till Nov. 9 as the youth 
wing decided to call it off  due to the 
party’s impending general conven-
tion. In the same month, the Kandi 
Public Union, consisting of six vil-
lages under Tseminyu sub-division 
imposed a 48-hour bandh against 
the government’s failure to set up a 
Block Development Officer’s office 
at Tsonsa even after the founda-
tion stone for the project was laid 
in 2012.

In November, thousands of  
state government employees re-
volted against the inaction of the 
existing powers by taking to the 
streets their apprehension on the 
NIA investigations in the state with 
regard to ‘illegal taxation’ by Naga 
national political groups (NNPGs). 
Mokokchung district truck own-
ers association had also launched 
a ‘chakka bandh’ during the same 
time, protesting against the non-
repair/improvement of NH-702D 
(Mariani-Mokokchung road).

On November 20, the people 
living with HIV (PLHIV) in Di-

mapur staged a protest outside the 
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) Cen-
tre at District Hospital Dimapur 
over poor facilities at the centre 
and the constant breakdown of the 
CD4 machines.

During the same month, dif-
ferent service associations under 
the state government underwent a 
‘pen-down’ strike owing to conflict-
ing interests and subsequent deci-
sions on the matters taken by the 
state cabinet. Adding to the map, 
the All Nagaland District Ministeri-
al Service Association (ANDMSA) 
also launched a stir against what it 
stated a denial of their ‘due share’ 
of benefits in terms of promotion 
scope, pay and allowances as com-
pared to other employees in similar 
categories.

December 1, the Statehood 
Day was marked with the Eastern 
Nagaland College Students’ Union 
launching a series of demonstra-
tions by putting up banners pro-
testing non-release of post matric 
scholarship to deserving students. 
The same issue was later taken up 
by the All Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU) who called 
for a peaceful protest outside the 
chief minister’s office.

However, on the stated day, the 
chief minister himself  convened 
a meeting with ANCSU officials 
and reportedly assured that the 
students’ scholarship would be dis-
patched the next day; take the other 
charter of demands of the union to 
the next cabinet sitting.

Dec. 20 saw irate PMEGP 
beneficiaries of  Mokokchung 
district forcefully shutting down 
three bank branches in the town 
for delay in releasing of  loans un-
der the scheme.

A day after Christmas, on Dec. 
26, Rengma Selo Zi, a youth organ-
ization of the Rengma community, 
along with the Rengma Students’ 
Union (RSU) had launched an 
indefinite sit-in demonstration de-
manding a district status for Tsem-
inyu sub-division. While the Reng-
mas had been demanding for a 
separate district for Tseminyu from 
before, the youth bodies intensified 
the demand close on the heels of a 
notification of the state government 
announcing the upgrade of Noklak 
sub-division to a full-fledged district 
going viral in social media since 
Dec. 21. On Dec. 29, the Rengma 
Hoho announced that it would 
enforce an indefinite bandh from 
January 3, 2018 until its demand 
was met. 

This is likely to put the state 
government in an uncomfortable 
situation as district status demand 
is not confined to Tseminyu alone. 
Under Mon district, Aboi and Tobu 
sub-divisions have also been press-
ing for upgrade of their respective 
divisions into district headquar-
ters. However, the onus lies on the 
present powers that be to come up 
with strong decisions so that no one 
is left neglected or undeveloped.

PTI
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Kelie Zeliang with officials after the inaugural programme at Peren village.

Bishop and other priests during the Razeba Catholic Youth Association’s siver jubilee on Friday.

NIIT faculty and participants after the seminar on Saturday in Dimapur.

Tokuho Suhoi Neho speaking at the 36th Sakipheto Kiphimi Kuqhakulu 
annual session on Friday.

Jacob Zhimomi along with other dignitaries after unveiling the jubilee monolith in P Vihoto village on December 29.

Resource persons with Tesophema student leaders at the 55th session and foundation on Saturday.

Kropol Vitsu addressing the 55th annual session of Kiidima Students’ 
Union at Kidima in Kohima.

Razeba Catholic youths 
celebrate 25th anniversary 

Peren youths urged to take up 
projects for sustainable livelihood

NIIT Dimapur center cautions public on ‘digital’ fraudsSakipheto students conduct annual session

NSCN (IM) mourns Tesophema students observes foundation day

Aghunaqa students celebrate silver jubilee

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): The 
Razeba Catholilc Youth Associa-
tion celebrated its silver jubilee on 
Dec. 29 and the 30th at St. Igna-
tius Church at Razeba in Phek 
district. 

The bishop of  Kohima, Most 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, and arch-
bishop of  Imphal, Most Rev. Dr. 
Dominic Lumon attended the 
event. This update was contained 
in a press release from the organ-
izers that was issued to the media 
on Sat.  

Priests, sisters, brothers, del-
egates from the Catholic Associa-
tion of  Nagaland, and parish mem-

bers from other churches joined 
the celebration. The archbishop 
presided over the Holy Eucharist 
as the main celebrant, according 
to the updates.

According to the press re-
lease, the bishop congratulated the 
youths. He was stated to have re-
flected on the words of  Pope Fran-
cis who said that ‘Jubilee, whether 
of  an individual or community, 
is a time to looks to the past with 
gratitude, to live the present with 
passion and look to the future with 
hope.’ 

Most Rev. Thoppil  was quoted 
in the press release as having re-

minded the gathering the it was 
to express gratitude to God—God 
who inspired and guided every step 
of  pioneering youths. 

‘The youths ventured out to 
accept and to live the universality 
of  the church, that makes one go 
beyond the narrow confines of  the 
one community or tribe,’ he said. 

The speaker urged the youth 
to live in the present ‘with pas-
sion and to embrace the future 
with hope.’ The bishop quoted 
the words from the book of  Job 
“Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, and naked I will depart. 
The Lord gave and the Lord has 

taken away; may the name of  the 
Lord be Praised,”(Job 1:21). 

Thoppil called upon the as-
sembly to commit their life to the 
faith they  have received without 
paying and let live without being 
paid (meaning without any selfish 
interest) in its fullness and leave a 
legacy that will last.  

Earlier on Dec. 29 Johnny 
Rongmei , OSD , Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Authority, 
addressed the youth as the main 
speaker with the topic “In his 
Time.” He exhorted the youth to 
contribute to the service of  the 
Lord in ‘his’ time.

On Dec. 30 the jubilee’s com-
memorative monolith was dedi-
cated by Most Rev. Dr. James 
Thoppil. 

Speaking during the occasion 
Rev. Fr. GL Khing, youth director 
of  the Nagaland Catholic Youth 
Movement, exhorted the youth. He 
encouraged the youth to keep up 
with the cultural and tradition of  
‘love, honesty and integrity.’ 

After the Holy Mass a short 
felicitation program was organised. 
Limunya Christina and Kikhovi-
James hosted the program. A cho-
ral event was hosted by the CYA 
and CYE of  Razeba. 

Other items also featured in 
the event. Rev. Fr. James Sangtam 
welcomed the gathering to the 
silver jubilee celebrations. The cel-
ebration culminated with a meal to 
commemorate the programme.

Dec. 28-29. 
The president of  Di-

mapur District GBs As-
sociation, Tokuho Suhoi 
Neho and academic dean 
of  Withee Bible College, 
Dimapur, Toholi Chishi 
were speakers of  the ses-
sion.

Head GB of  Sakipheto 
village, Izheho Zhimomi 
extended greetings while 
head GB of  Alato village, 
Vikato Ayemi exhorted the 
students.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Neho is said to have 
challenged the students to 
take the lead in bringing 
about changes in the soci-
ety. Naga society needs a 
great change in all aspects, 
he said. 

The head GB called 
upon the students to be 
God fearing and discipline 
in life to become a success-
ful individual and contrib-
ute towards the growth and 
progress of  the society. 

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN):  The NSCN 
(IM) has issued a condolence message 
expressing grief  for the demise of  a func-
tionary of the group. A message from the 
organization on Sat. expressed pain to have 
learned about the demise of  one Yaruin-
gam, stated to be a “deputy kilonser” who 
was said to have passed away on Dec. 29 
at Mumbai. 

“Yaruingam joined the national service 
on April 1986 as private to dy. kilonser till 
date and posted in the ministry of  mines 
and minerals,” the message stated. 

“He had served the nation whole-heart-
edly to the best of his ability for the cause 
of the nation until his demise. His dead has 
brought us irreparable loss to the nation and 
has created a huge vacuum which will be 
difficult to fill it.” 

The organisation has expressed sympa-
thy to the bereaved family of the demised 
person and prayed to the Almighty God 
for the departed soul to rest in peace.  The 
message appended by DG Robert, “cabinet 

secretary” of the organization. 
NSCN (IM) has mourned the un-

timely demise of  Wungshim Awungshim 
son of  Ramyo Awungshi of  Tangkhul 
Hundung, who passed away on December 
22 at Zion Hospital, Dimapur. 

Cabinet secretary DG Robert stated 
that Wungshim was appointed as full- 
fledged secretary on November 26, 2015, 
and posted as Registrar NJB on May 11, 
2016, till his last breath. 

Wungshim joined the national service 
on January 10, 2000, and served the na-
tion whole-heartedly to the best of  his 
ability for the cause of  the nation until his 
demise, the statement added. It lamented 
that his death has caused irreparable loss 
to the nation adding that the vacuum 
created by his demise would be difficult 
to fill it. 

NSCN (IM) has further conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): The 
Tesophenyu Group Students’ Un-
ion observed its 55th session and 
foundation day under the theme 
“Luceat Lux Vestra” on Saturday 
at Tesophenyu community hall.

A press release from the un-
ion stated that the resource per-
son, SMO of  Community Health 
Centre, Tseminyu Dr. Tinenlo 

James said students have massive 
potential within them which can 
be nurtured and utilised for the 
betterment of  society. He urged 
them to be hardworking, sincere 
and dedicated to illuminate with 
burning light of  knowledge and 
wisdom, the release stated. 

Jame emphasised that students 
must make judiciously utilise time 

stating “time is a calibration of  
change”. He also said to have 
suggested ways of  ending lazi-
ness with method of  “five seconds 
window period” to be awakened 
and active. 

To implement the mantra, 
the resource person said students 
should put it into practice. 

In the second session, an ex-

ecutive council of  TGSU for the 
tenure 2018-2020 was instated 
withNgviiyhun Tep as president 
and K Jacinta Magh March as 
general secretary to be assisted by 
thirteen members.

Outgoing president of  TGSU 
AP Francis Magh in his presiden-
tial address said to have extended 
words of  encouragement.  

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): Aghunaqa 
Area Students’ Union (AASU) has cel-
ebrated its silver jubilee cum 16th general 
conference in P Vihoto village from De-
cember 28-30 on the theme “Prosperous 
tomorrow.”

Advisor of  PHED and chief  guest 
Jacob Zhimomi exhorted that celebrat-
ing jubilee is celebrating growth and 
development of  students’ community. He 
encouraged the students to take up new 
challenges and pursue them positively. 

He reminded the students that degree 
should be followed by hard work in order 
to accomplish their desired goals in life 
as textbook knowledge alone is not suf-
ficient to face the social challenges. 

Pointing out that students play an 
instrumental role in social harmony and 
its transformation, Jacob called upon the 
students of  Aghunaqa area to be agents 
of  peace and to maintain cordial relation-
ship with its neighbours.

More than thousand students at-
tended the silver jubilee celebration.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
The secretary for Rural 
Development, Kelei Ze-
liang has urged youths of  
Peren to take up various 
non-government jobs and 
other effective projects for 
sustaining livelihood rather 
than depending on govern-
ment jobs.

Zeliang was said to have 
been addressing the Peren 
Youth Federation’s 23rd 
general conference as the 
event’s chief guest at Peren 
village.

The programme was 
organized in collaboration 
with Keyi Ketei Maa, and 
conducted during Dec.27-
30. The programme was 
conducted with the theme 
“Let my people go.”

In his address, the chief  
guest was stated to have 
stressed on the importance 
of  self-employment and 
the how youths of  the day 
should develop innovative 
ideas to create avenues with-
out depending on the gov-
ernment.

Likewise, Zeliang em-
phasized on the youths the 
need to undertake initiatives 
‘to understand the reality 
and roots of unemployment 
and its causes.’ The official 
was stated to have encour-
aged them to find effective 
means to cope up with the 
existing social dogmas, the 
press release stated. 

The secretary also high-
lighted the growing impor-
tance of private sector jobs 

and other alternatives which 
at the current market was ‘a 
huge source’ of  develop-
ment for the economy.

A total of  14 resource 
persons spoke about various 
topics during the four-day 
conference.

The president of  the 
PYF Tingba spoke about 
how the federation was first 
founded by a choir from a 
small village called Peren 
Namdi. 

Convenor of Keyi Ketei 
Maa Kirangaulule spoke 
about the inception of Keyi 
Ketei Maa. She is said to 
have emphasized on the 
need for youths of  Peren 
district to ‘wake up and 
strive for a better tomor-
row.’

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): The 
faculty of  the Dimapur NIIT 
center has cautioned the public 
to be aware of  the pitfalls of  the 
ever-changing digital space. The 
members of  the center were speak-
ing during a seminar that was 
conducted on Sat. The programme 
was conducted on various aspects 
of  digital transformation

This was informed through 
the press release from the NIIT, 
Dimapur center.

According to the press release, 

the center’s Director Ajay Sethi 
welcomed the seminar attendees 
with a note of  caution about the 
crypto currency Bitcoin. 

“Common people are generally 
trapped in frenzy during the peak 
of  the various schemes and tech-
nology changes yielding benefits 
for biggest players. Learning the 
pitfalls beforehand can only help 
the masses to make the profits for 
themselves in such a scenario, was 
his opinion” he stated.

A member of  the NIIT’s fac-

ulty Lungdsuo Mozhui spoke 
about the history of  Bitcoin and 
its potential as a parallel currency, 
while Atishay Jain, B.Tech student 
of  Indraprastha University, Delhi 
shared the relevance of Java. Romit 
Jain, B. Tech student of  Dayanan-
da Sagar College of  Engineering, 
Bangalore highlighted the uses and 
importance of  python in various 
applications and Rishav Sethi, B. 
Tech student of  Delhi Technology 
University showcased ethical hack-
ing abilities besides sharing about 

its various aspects.
Counselor Bokatoli Kinimi was 

the anchor who was also awarded 
for her best discipline for the year. 
A coordinator of  Unity College 
Ipetbuing Chamlak was awarded 
the best faculty award while head 
of  center Daniel Changkiri was 
awarded for highest registrations 
and attendance. 

Mughato Sumi, business ex-
ecutive, was declared the best 
employee of  the year for what was 
stated to be his innovative ideas. 

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
A students’ organization 
called the Sakipheto Kiphi-

mi Kuqhakulu held its 36th 
annual session under the 
banner “Be the change’” on 

Kidima students’s session  held 

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
The 55th annual session of  
the Kidima Students’ Un-
ion was held on Dec. 28 
and 29th at Kidima Village 
Council Hall. Parliamenta-
ry Secretary of  Economics 
and Statistics & SCERT, 
Kropol Vitsu was the chief  
guest of  the programme.

According to the press re-
lease, Vitsu in his address, 
stated that education came 
late in Kidima village due 
to its location far from the 
national highways. He in-
formed that Kidima has 
65 gazetted officers adding 
that the literacy rate was 
higher than state level as 

per average of  the popula-
tion. He urged the students 
to go for orientation apart 
from general degree to 
compete with the world.

Three houses namely 
Chelsea (Virhatso Khathit-
so Society & Makromi 
Cultural Society) won 
the championship title 
in sports, while Barce-
lona (Temi Youth Club 
& Sachütso Youth Club), 
and Manchester United 
(Puchotso Kintso Club & 
Optimistic Club Kidima) 
were declared winners 
in the second and third 
positions respectively, in-
fromed the press release.

Vikenoto Ltu, 
Kethovonu Yore and Nose-
chonu Thokhwe were 
declared winners in the 
debate competition on the 
topic “Is illegal Bangladesh 
immigrants the root cause 
of  unemployment in Na-
galand.”
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State readies with climate action plan Quality education the need 
of hour- Chotisüh Sazo

Bishop ordains priest in Tesophenyu

AZSU (AMN) 
mourns

KSU acknowledges state government Four houses gutted in Mon

Students asked to help one another without obligation 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 30 (EMN): Un-
derstanding the imminent effects 
of  climate change which was felt 
in the form of  extreme weather 
events, unseasonal rains etc., state 
government is said to have identi-
fied the key sectors that are likely 
to be most vulnerable to climate 
change and require additional ef-
forts over and above its existing 
programmes and policies.

The sectors identified are inte-
grated agriculture, water resourc-
es, forest and biodiversity, urban 
habitat and transport, health, 
energy and cross cutting issues. 
Accordingly, the Nagaland State 
Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NSAPCC) ‘achieving a low car-
bon development trajectory’ was 
constituted and approved by the 
Government of  India towards the 
end of  2014.

This was informed by 
Supongnukshi, chief  conservator 
of  forests and state nodal officer 
for climate change, while present-
ing an overview of  the state cli-
mate action plan in Kohima.

Altogether 25 government de-
partments are said to have been 
involved in preparation of  the 
State Action Plan on Climate 
Change and operationalisation 
started with the support of  GIZ 
(German Development Corpo-
ration) as identified by the ME-
FCC.

Accordingly, the technical 

working committee has priori-
tised the given sectors for devel-
oping proposals viz. agri and al-
lied sector vis-à-vis food security, 
water and forest vis-à-vis bio-
diversity. In the agri sector pro-
posal, the committee has agreed 
to put up a proposal on ‘Conser-
vation of  indigenous rice varie-
ties of  Nagaland’ with technical 
assistance from GIZ who hired 
a consultant to prepare the DPR 
and submitted the same on June 
9, 2017.

Putting across some projected 
impacts, issues and challenges 
in the integrated agriculture, it 
outlined on the need to enhance 
soil and moisture conservation 
works, developing of   drought 
resistant high yielding varieties 
of  seeds and promotion of  in-
digenous cultivars, developing a 
detailed land use map and data-
base of  the state, promotion of  
drip irrigation for horticultural 
crops, enhanced vaccination of  
live-stocks and improvement of  
genetic varieties, creation of  fod-
der banks and enhanced produc-
tion of  fished resistant to higher 
temperatures.

While sensing on the need to 
promote research to understand 
the impacts of  climate change 
on local forest eco-systems, the 
overview report also stressed on 
the need for strengthening com-
munity managed areas, sustain-
able shifting cultivation, forest-

based product  climate resilient 
value chains, intensification of  
departmental afforestation pro-
grammes, promoting usage of  
alternate sources of  energy, sus-
tainable exploitation of  biodiver-
sity resources and enhance soil 
and water conservation practices 
as strategies and action plan for 
adaptation in forest and biodiver-
sity

Some of  the adaptation strat-
egies for water resources as pre-
sented are storing excess water 
received through heavier precipi-
tation and increase in extreme 
events, action efficient demand 
side management, averting dis-
asters due to heavy precipitation 
and increase in extreme events 
and action for adapting to the 
impact of  higher average annual 
temperature.

Besides, it has also come 
with adaptation strategies for 
energy sector to up scaling of  
current energy efficiency and 
conservation programmes, de-
centralising of  renewable energy 
solutions, increased generation 
capacity to reduce dependence 
on the central grid and reduced 
dependency on traditional bio-
mass energy.

The strategies and action plan 
for urban habitats and transpor-
tation includes storing excess 
water in urban localities, enhanc-
ing efficiency in the demand side 
management, create/strengthen 

sewerage and sanitation system 
in Nagaland: Comprehensive 
Plan for Rain Water Drains and 
Drainage Zone, landslip manage-
ment and zoning plan identifying 
vulnerable zones, comprehensive 
solid waste management plan, 
improve public transport systems 
in all urban centres, promote al-
ternative transportation in all 
towns, plan self-sufficient satel-
lite townships, implement strict 
pollution control norms and de-
centralization of  urban functions 
to local bodies.

The committee has also 
pointed out some tentative re-
search areas on assessing the 
impacts of  climate change 
on agriculture, identification 
of  species tolerant to climate 
change, assessing impacts of  
climate change on water avail-
ability, study the status of  major 
perennial springs, their recharge 
sources and assessment of  cur-
rent groundwater resources.

It has also recommended re-
search on assessment of  the im-
pacts of  climate change and C 
sequestration potentials of  tree 
species, detailed assessment of  
the impacts of  climate change 
on short, medium and long term 
time scales on the health sector, 
knowledge management reposi-
tory, carbon mitigation potential 
and integrating climate change 
concerns in planning and imple-
mentation.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 
(EMN): All Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union Assam, 
Manipur and Nagaland 
(AZSU AMN) has con-
doled the untimely de-
mised of  PF Zeliang, 
Additional DGP (Law & 
Order) on December 28 in 
Dimapur. 

AZSU has described 
him as an honest, sincere, 
dedicated officer who had 
served the state police 
department in various ca-
pacities. He also served 
the Zeliangrong students 
community actively dur-
ing his student days. 

The union lamented 
that the untimely de-
mise has created vacuum 
among the Zeliangrong 
community which would 
be difficult to fill in for 
long time to come. The 
union further conveyed 
condolence to the be-
reaved family and prayed 
for the departed soul to 
rest in peace. 

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Khiamniungan Students’ Union 
(KSU) has appreciated the state 
government for elevating Noklak 
sub-division into a full fledged 
district headquarter thereby ful-
filling the long cherished aspira-
tions of  the Khiamniungan com-
munity both within India and 
Myanmar.

KSU has particularly thanked 
the chief  minister TR Zeliang 
and his council of  ministers and 
other legislators for their able and 
visionary leadership in fulfilling 
the long cherished dreams of  
Khiamniungan community. 

LSU president P Hatho and 
the general secretary Puthai T 
have termed the up-gradation of  
Noklak sub-division to a district 
headquarters as a historic mo-
ment.

KSU looked forward that the 
state government would usher in 
all round development and take 
necessary measures for the socio-
economic uplift of  the Khiam-

niungan people both within In-
dia and Myanmar.  

KSU also thanked all the 
government bureaucrats headed 
by the chief  secretary, tribal or-
ganisation leaders, public lead-
ers and all individuals for their 
invaluable advices and assistance 
in upgrading Noklak into district 
headquarter. 

KSU also appreciated P 
Longon, minister, and L Khu-
mo, parliamentary secretary, 
for their unceasing endeavour 
in taking the community to fur-
ther heights despites of  all the 
hardship and challenges thereby 
proving themselves as true lead-
ers and community representa-
tives. KSU also thanked the 
Noklak District Demand Com-
mittee (NDDC), Khiamniungan 
Tribal Council and all frontal or-
ganisations, and village councils 
for all the sacrifices undertaken 
in leading the Khiamniungan 
public towards a new era of  
hope and development. 

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): Four 
houses were reduces to ashes in a 
devastating fire which broke out in 
Yakshu village under Mopong circle 
in Mon district, about 110 kms away 
from Mon headquarter, on Decem-
ber 29. It was also reported that six 
other houses were partially damaged.

Following the incident, a team 
from Mon District Legal Services 
Authority (MDLSA) led by M Moba, 

panel lawyer; Eshang and H Wang-
ba, para legal volunteers of Mopong 
Legal Aids Clinics; and various NGO 
leaders of Mopong Circle have pro-
vided legal guidance and assistance 
to the fire victims.

It may be mentioned here that 
about 100 households was razed 
to the ground in Dimapur on the 
same day rendering homeless to 
the victims.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 
(EMN): The priestly or-
dination of  deacon Shay-
hunlo Stephen Kemp 
and the golden jubilee 
celebration of  St. Peter’s 
Church was simultane-
ously held on December 
28 at Tesophenyu. The or-
dination and Holy Eucha-
ristic was administered by 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, 
Bishop of  Kohima, in the 
presence of  priests, sisters, 
brothers, special invitees, 
friends and relatives and 
invited guest. 

The deacon was pre-
sented by his parents after 
removing the traditional 
dress, indicating that he is 
being set apart for God’s 
work. It was reported that 
deacon Stephen is the lone 
professing Catholic from 
his family. He was born 
on October 11, 1989, at 
Tesophenyu. He is from 
a Baptist family who em-
braced the Catholic faith on 
December 25, 2004, when 
he was in high school. He 
later joined the seminary 
to begin his formation to 
priesthood in the year 2006 
at St. Xavier’s Seminary, 
Jalukie. He was in the dif-
ferent stages of  formation 
till he was ordained by Rev. 
Dr. James Thoppil.

Bishop declared the 
event as a great day for 
Tesophenyu village, par-
ticularly the Catholic 
community in the village, 
diocese of  Kohima and the 
church around the world. 

In his homily, the Bish-
op highlighted the nature 
of  the rank in the church 
as a priest to which dea-
con Stephen was about to 

be raised. He elaborated 
saying, “It is true that God 
has made His entire holy 
people a royal priesthood 
in Christ. Nevertheless, our 
great priest himself  Jesus 
Christ chose certain disci-
ples to carry out publicly in 
His name and on behalf  of  
mankind, a priestly office 
in the church. For Christ 
was sent by the Father and 
He, in turn, sent the apos-
tles into the world so that 
through them and their 
successors, the Bishops 
might continue to exercise 
his office of  teacher, priest, 
and shepherd.”

The Bishop expressed 
gratitude to his parents, 
to his dear and near 
ones, some whom were 
not Catholics yet, the 
Catholic community in 
Tesophenyu, faculty and 
staff  of  the seminary where 
he finished his formation, 
fellow seminarians, and to 
all who have assisted him 
in responding to God’s call 
to the ordained priesthood. 

Bishop encouraged 
Rev. Stephen in the words 
of  Saint Paul to the priests 
of  the Church at Ephesus: 
“Keep watch over your-
selves and over the whole 
flock.”

During the ordination, 
the deacon promised obedi-
ence to the Bishop and celi-
bacy. Bishop also anointed 
the palm of deacon Stephen 
with the Chrism oil and the 
invoking of holy saints and 
the laying on of hands by 
all the priest con-celebrants. 
Bishop also called upon 
deacon Stephen to pray 
each day in order to make 
his heart become more 

and more like the heart of  
Christ- the Good Shepherd. 

Earlier, the jubilee 
monolith was blessed and 
dedicated by Bishop James 
which was followed by 
planting of  winter tree. 

During the felicitation 
programme, Er. Levi Reng-
ma, parliamentary secre-
tary of PWD (Housing), 
graced the event as the guest 
of honour. In his speech, he 
thanked the Catholic com-
munity for their spirit of  
oneness and love that they 
share among themselves. 
He applauded the com-
munity for being the strong 
rock which was a reflection 
of the jubilee theme “Pe-
ter! You are the rock and 
on this rock I will build my 
Church” (Mt 16:18).

After the ordination, 
the newly ordained priest 
continued the Holy Mass 
and gave his first priestly 
blessing to the people.

Fr. Stephen has thanked 
God for blessing him and 
calling him to share in the 
ministry of  Jesus. He also 
expressed gratitude to the 
gathering for their presence 
and prayers. He further 
acknowledged all who ac-
companied him in his jour-
ney to priesthood.

Rev. Fr. Philip Magh, 
assistant priest and princi-
pal of Holy Cross Church 
anchored the programme, 
while Justin Magh and 
Ms K Jacinta Magh were 
the hosts of the felicita-
tion programme and spe-
cial items were presented 
by the Tesophenyu Group 
Women Union and others. 
Shengato Jemu delivered 
the vote of thanks. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
MLA from Bhandari as-
sembly constituency, Mm-
honlumo Kikon, has called 
upon the public to come to-
gether by setting aside petty 
personal differences and 
evolve measures toward 
building the society with 
renewed dedication and 
commitment. Addressing a 
large gathering of  students 
on the golden jubilee cel-
ebration of  Lotha Lower 
Range Students’ Union 
(LLRSU) in Bhandari 
town on December 29, 
Kikon called upon to col-
laborate with each other in 
this age of  competition to 
achieve success.

Stating that the present 
generation is replaced by 
artificial intelligence where 
manual jobs are done by 
machines and technology, 
he advised the students to 

be prepared and invade the 
future.

He also encouraged the 
range community to take 
ownership in tackling any 
situation and initiate small 
steps to bring about big 
changes in the society. He 
has wished God’s blessings 
upon the range students’ 
community to shine wher-
ever they are planted. He 
also advised them not to 
wait for the government to 
get things done but learn to 
contribute with their gift of  
talents.

K Libanthung Lotha, 
Secretary to the Govern-
ment of  Nagaland, exhort-
ed the students to identify 
their potential and focus to 
bring achievement. He also 
encouraged the students 
to have good relationship 
with their parents in pur-
suit for excellence and to 
help one another without 

any obligations.
Dr. ML Ngullie, As-

sociate Professor, Depart-
ment of  Economics, DGC, 
speaking on the theme ‘Re-
shaping the future,’ advised 
the students to rid bad hab-

its that are hindrance to 
progress including physical 
and mental health.

He encouraged them 
to prioritise studies as 
students and design their 
goals in order to make their 
lives worth living.

He motivated the com-
munity to be well prepared 
and stand firm till they 
achieve their desired goals. 
He further advised to work 
hard with dedication and 
face the challenges with 
confidence.

Earlier in the day, 
Kikon unveiled the jubilee 
monolith, while the dedi-
catory prayer was said Rev. 
RP Murray.

EN Kithan, director 
of  land record and survey, 
graced the valedictory ses-
sion as the special guest. He 
called upon the students to 
come out of  their comfort 
zone and start working 

without depending on oth-
ers. He also advocated dig-
nity of  labour be an asset to 
the society.

Lipemo M Tsopoe, 
president of  Lotha Stu-
dents’ Union, applauded 
the union for the successful 
conduct of  the jubilee cel-
ebration. He has conveyed 
best wishes as they con-
tinue their services to the 
society. 

A short deliberation on 
the demand of  Bhandari 
district was shared by 
Bhandari District Demand 
Committee member, Che-
nithung Humtsoe. He in-
sisted on the need to have 
a separate district as the re-
gion has boundary dispute 
with neighbouring state of  
Assam.

He also clarified that 
demand for a separate dis-
trict was not to create divi-
sion among the Lothas.

EM Images

Tears not forgotten

Imchen suggests reviving clean election concept
Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Health minister Imkong L 
Inchen has underlined the 
need to revive the concept 
of  clean election saying a 
transformation is required 
to achieve the goals set by 
the church bodies in order 
to ensure clean election. 
He remarked that the con-
cept of  clean election was 
good for the candidates but 
it is other way round for the 
public.

Imchen said this while 
addressing the second day 
of  the Khensa Students’ 
Union (KSU) platinum 
jubilee celebration at the 
Multipurpose Community 
Hall on December 30.

Imchen was of  the view 
that instead of  implement-
ing or imposing the notion 
of  clean election from the 
top to bottom, it should 
start from the ground lev-
el. He suggested that the 
whole idea of  clean elec-
tion should be inculcated 
in the school curriculum, 
taught in Sunday Schools 
adding church leaders and 
preachers should not stop 

talking about it. 
“Electorates should be 

properly educated and not 
imposed,” he reiterated 
while stating that “Clean 
election is not biblical but a 
social concept.”

On Naga political is-
sue he said, “It is very im-
perative for every Naga to 
pursue for the right Naga 
political settlement” add-
ing “The current situation 

and atmosphere is condu-
cive for arriving to a settle-
ment.”

Dr. Watijungshi, prin-
cipal of  Kohima College 
and main speaker of  the 
day, spoke on the theme 
of  the jubilee “Progress in 
harmony.” As people are 
stepping into a new gen-
eration of  “Digital Age,” 
he said there is an urgency 
to develop extra skill in all 
aspects of  political, educa-
tion, social, economic etc.

Citing some points 
from the findings of  World 
Economic Forum on the 
need of  different skills to 
thrive tomorrow, he high-
lighted that complex prob-
lem solving practice is fore-
most which requires ability 
to solve or find an alterna-
tive solution to problems. 
The second is critical think-
ing- making reasonable 
judgment and the need to 
think practically and do 
differently from other peo-
ple. He said there is a great 
need for creative thinking 
in order to set oneself  apart 
from the crowd. The other 

three skills include people 
management skill, emo-
tional intelligence skill and 
decision making skill.

KSU platinum jubilee 
souvenir was released by 
Makenyangba (101 years), 
the oldest surviving found-
ing member of  Khensa 
Students’ Union.

Presidents of  Ao Stu-
dents’ Conference (AKM) 
and Ongpangkong Stu-
dents’ Conference (OKM) 
also spoke in the pro-
gramme. A song was pre-
sented by Katibenla, recipi-
ent of  National Award for 
Best Creative Child with 
Disabilities, 2015.

In the evening session, 
Supongsashi, deputy con-
servator of  forest Hanu-
mangarh, Rajasthan, spoke 
on ‘Academic and compet-
itive exam, while Dr. Sash-
iyangba, district project 
officer of  land resource, 
Mokokchung, spoke on 
‘Skill development and en-
trepreneurship.’

The Ao band ‘Samaro’ 
also presented songs dur-
ing the programme.

Kohima Bureau
Chetheba, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Quality education is the 
need of hour, said Chotisüh 
Sazo, advisor of Social Wel-
fare, while speaking during 
the 28th general session of  
Chetheba Town Students’ 
Union (CTSU) held at 
Chetheba Town Hall on 
December 30 on the theme 
“Call for change.”

Dr. Chotisüh Sazo, who 
was the chief guest of the 
session, noted with regret 
over existence of many edu-
cated unemployed youth in 
the state as they lacked qual-
ity education. He remarked 
that getting a degree is not 
enough. 

Also observing that stu-
dents fail to humble them-
selves when they have a 
degree, Sazo advised them 
to change their mentality 
and learn dignity of labour. 
He also asked the students 
not the seek government job 
alone but look for a career 
in what they could do and 
start earning their liveli-
hood. 

“You are the leader of  
the nation for tomorrow,” 
Sazo said. 

Also pointing out that 
Nagas have the habit of  

criticising people and un-
derestimate poor people, 
he urged the students to 
change the habit from with-
in oneself in order to benefit 
the society. 

Stating that students 
who are still at school have 
bright future, he called upon 
them to work hard in the 
endeavour and go for more 
competitive examinations.

Sazo concluded his 
speech by urging the stu-
dents to follow Jesus by 
quoting the Bible verse from 
Mathew 6: 33 “But Seek ye 
the kingdom of God and all 
these things shall be added 
unto you.” 

The student of the year 

was awarded to Nuvekho 
Rhakho, a Class IX student 
of Chokri Baptist School, 
Chetheba.

Vevoto Tetseo, presi-
dent CTSU, in his presiden-
tial address said the call for 
change is the primary need 
for every society to exist 
and compete with its con-
temporary. He called upon 
on the gathering to continue 
upholding each other and 
live in harmony in the best 
interest of the people. 

Mezahu Medeo, vice 
chairman of Chetheba, in 
his short address impressed 
upon the youth to lead the 
way for the younger gen-
eration in their pursuit for 
knowledge. He lamented 
that compulsory education 
system at present lacked 
quality education and men-
tioned that a lot of students 
have degrees but they are 
unable to get jobs. Medeo 
called upon to seek knowl-
edge and work hard in or-
der to find a way to guide in 
their life. 

The new office bearers 
were elected for the tenure 
2018-20 with Zuvekhoyi 
Phesao as president and 
Sekhozo Rhakho as general 
secretary.
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New Delhi, Dec. 30 (IANS): A day 
after five Congress MLAs resigned 
from the Meghalaya Assembly to 
contest upcoming polls on the ticket 
of NDA-affiliated National People’s 
Party (NPP), Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday removed 
former Chief Minister D.D. Lapang 
as state unit president and replaced 
him with Celestine Lyngdoh.

Lyngdoh is a cabinet Minister 
in Chief Minister Mukul Sangma’s 
cabinet. Vincent H. Pala, who is 
a Lok Sabha MP from Shillong, 

has been appointed PCC working 
president.

However, in a bid to assuage 
Lapang, Gandhi has appointed 
him as advisor of Pradesh Congress 
Committee.

G a n d h i  a l s o  a p p o i n t e d 
Celestine Lyngdoh as president of  
the 13-member Pradesh Election 
Committee for the upcoming 
assembly elections in the state.

Among the others who are 
present in the Election Committee 
are Chief Minister Mukul Sangma, 

Vincent H. Pala, James S. Lyngdoh, 
D.D. Lapang, Debora C. Marak, 
M.M. Danggo, R.C. Laloo, Kennedy 
C. Khyriem, Cherak W. Momin, 
Charles Pyngrope, R.V. Lyngdoh, 
Joplin Scott Shylla.

In a setback to the Congress in 
Meghalaya, eight MLAs including 
five from Congress, on Friday 
resigned from the assembly to 
contest the polls on the ticket of  
National People’s Party (NPP), 
which is part of NDA.

The Congress legislators, who 

include former Deputy Chief  
Minister Rowell Lyngdoh, former 
cabinet ministers Prestone Tynsong, 
Coming One Ymbon, Sniawbhalang 
Dhar and Ngaitlang Dhar submitted 
their resignation letters to Assembly 
Commissioner and Secretary, 
Andrew Simon.

Apart from the five Congress 
legislators, the other three are 
United Democratic Party legislator 
Re m i n g t o n  P y n g r o p e,  a n d 
Independents, Hopeful Bamon and 
Stephanson Mukhim.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Ahead of the part publication 
of the draft National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) which is 
to expire on Dec. 31 2017, 
the deputy commissioner 
of  Karbi Anglong  Adil 
Khan on Sat. convened 
a press conference in his 
office. The press conference 
was to highlight the part-
publication of the draft NRC 
by the Registrar General 
of  Citizen Registration 
(RGCR) and the NRC of  
Assam on the same date of  
midnight Dec. 31 2017 in 
Karbi Anglong.

Pointing out that the 
process of  NRC update in 
Assam was being undertaken 
according to provisions of  
the Citizenship Act of 1955 
and the Citizenship Act of  
2003 with the cut-off date of  
March 24 (midnight) 1971. 
It was decided to update 
the NRC of 1951 during a 
tripartite meeting between 
the government of  India 
and the state government of  
Assam; and representatives 
of  the All Assam Students 
Union on May 5 2005.

DC Adil Khan said 
that the part-publication 
of  the NRC across Assam 
would be made on the 
expiry of  Dec. 31 2017, at 
midnight. In Karbi Anglong, 
the District Registrar of  
Citizen Registration will 

be publishing the part 
publication of the draft. 

From morning 8 a.m. 
of  Jan. 1 people can go to 
the 42 NRC Seva Kendras 
to find their part publication 
of the draft NRC. The NRC 
Seva Kendras will make 
available the publication of  
draft NRC in parts of each 
villages and wards falling 
under their respective NSKs, 
Khan said.

Another draft NRC shall 
be published subsequently 
a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
verification of  rest of  
applications, which shall be 
the complete publication 
of draft NRC. Persons who 
do not find their names 
in the part publication of  
draft NRC to be published 
on December 31, 2017 
midnight should not have 
any apprehension and panic 
as their verification is under 
process and will be complete 
soon. Verification of  each 
individual is being done 
meticulously in a fair and 
objective manner to ensure 
that names of  all genuine 
citizens as per cut-off date of  
March 24 1971 are included 
in NRC, Khan said.

K h a n  s a i d  i t  wa s 
possible that the names of  
some members of  family 
or names of  entire family 
members may not appear 
in part publication of  the 
draft NRC. But such claims 

and objections can be done 
only after publication of the 
complete draft.

On being queried why 
the draft NRC was not 
published in roman script 
other than then Assamese, 
the deputy commissioner 
replied that as the electoral 
roll in Karbi Anglong was 
being published in Assamese 
the draft NRC was also 
being drafted in Assamese.

T h e  d e p u t y 
commissioner has informed 
that there were five ways to 
check names in a part of  
the draft NRC: walk into 
respective Seva Kendra 
centre on Jan. 1 from 8AM 
onwards; log in to WWW.
nrcassam.nic.in, WWW.
assam.mygov.in, WWW.
assam.gov. in ,  WWW.
homeandpolitical.assam.
gov.in; send SMS by typing 
ARN<space> 21-digit ARN 
to 9765556555.

Further, an on-demand 
SMS can be availed by 
sending ARN<Space>21-
digit ARN to 9765556555 
after Dec. 31 2017. One 
may also call the toll free 
numbers 15107 from Assam 
or 18003453762 (from 
outside Assam).

In order to maintain 
peaceful situation in the 
region security has been 
arranged, and at every Seva 
Kendra Centre will have 
security, Khan added. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minister 
N Biren Singh along with 
Works Minister Th Biswajit 
Singh attended a meeting 
of  the National Highways 
Projects of Northeast states 
which was presided over by 
Union Minister for Road 
Transport & Highways Nitin 
Gadakari at Kaziranga in 
Assam on Fri., according to 
official reports.

All the projects were 
thoroughly reviewed during 
the meeting. Union minister 
Gadakari was stated to have 
assured that there will be ‘no 
shortage of funds’ for road 
construction in the region. 

Manipur CM Biren 
has proposed ring road 
a r o u n d  I m p h a l ,  a n d 
construction of  two-three 
flyovers / underpasses to 
ease congestion of  traffic 
in Imphal area. He called 
also for the extension of the 
Imphal-Churachandpur-
Singhat National Highway 
up to Behiang in the state 
besides early handing over 
of more NH developmental 
works to the state’s PWD. 

The Union minister 
was stated to have given a 
‘positive response’ to the 
proposals. He was stated to 
have authorised the chief  
minister to directly review 
the NHIDCL projects with 
the engineers in concern to 
expedite the projects.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 30(EMN): Authorities in 
Manipur have assured to address issued 
concerning the weight of school bags and 
seating capacity in schools vans. The matter 
will be ‘looked into’ for proper regulation 
even if  they are not to be included in 
recently-enacted private school-regulation 
acts.

Manipur’s  Educat ion Minis ter 
Thokchom Radheshyam said this in 
response to a question during an interaction 
with the media at Imphal in Manipur on 
Frid. 

Parents and guardians have been 
complaining against the lack of  proper 
maintenance repor tedly by school 
authorities—mostly of  private schools in 
the state. The complaints focus on heavy 
schools bags and seating capacity of  school 
vans.  They had once mounted pressure 
on school van operators to carry a limited 
number of  children per van. This was 
following a recent incident when children 
reportedly suffocated in a school van that 
had its windows closed.

Following the incident, the then 
government started to monitor such 
cases but did not last long. With the new 

government in power, two acts namely the 
Manipur Private Schools (Registration & 
Regulation) Act, 2017 and the Manipur 
Coaching Centre  (Registrat ion & 
Regulation) Act, 2017 was enacted on 
Sept. 11 2017 to regulate and supervise the 
establishment of private schools in the state.

Manipur has 4,978 schools including 
3291 government, 927 private and 112 
unrecognised schools besides others; 
recognised ‘madrasa.’

A feature to the meeting was information 
about the government’s plan to implement 
the Right to Education Act in private 
schools by reserving 25 per cent of the seats 
for students belonging to poorer families. 

Another update was about the process 
of  the implementation of  online process 
for GPF payment for employees of  the 
department; digitisation of  service books, 
which will be started with effect from Jan. 
2018. Twenty five thousand untrained 
teachers in the service, both private and 
government, have been made mandatory 
to obtain D.El.Ed on or before March 31 
2019. Under the SSA, seven residential 
hostel, 88 new primary schools and 38 
upper primary schools have been approved 
this year.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Seven railway staff  namely 
Rakesh Kumar, Pallab 
Panja, Ramen Modak, 
Dhr uba Ranjan Paul , 
Satyendra Bharati, Libna 
Beck, Manjesh Kumar 
were awarded on Dec. 29 
Fri. by Lokesh Narayan, 
Addl. General Manager, 
N.F. Railway for showing 

exce pt iona l  devot ion 
towards duty during the 
month of Nov. 2017. A press 
release issued by the Chief  
Public Relations Officer 
NF Railways/Maligaon 
mentions that the staffs were 
awarded in recognition of  
their meritorious service 
for preventing accident in 
different situation.

Agartala, Dec. 30 (PTI): 
The BSF has been told to 
keep a close vigil on the 856-
km long Indo-Bangla border 
in Tripura, to prevent entry 
of unwanted elements into 
the state, where assembly 
elections are due early next 
year, an election official 
said.

Tripura Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO), Sriram 
Taranikanti held a meeting 
with top Border Security 
Force  (BSF)  of f ic ia l s 
regarding the close vigil on 
the border.

“A meeting was held 
with Inspector General (IG) 
of BSF couple of days back. 
All polling stations along the 
border were mapped using 
Global Positioning System 

(GPS). I hope close vigil will 
begin in the coming weeks”, 
Taranikanti told reporters 
here last evening.

The CEO said Central 
paramilitary forces would 
start arriving in the state soon 
and the Central government 
has agreed to send security 
forces as required by the 
Election Commission.

He said Indian voters, 
living in other side of  the 
barbed wire fencing along 
the border would be able 
to exercise their franchise 
without any problem.

The fencing was erected 
150 yards away from the 
international zero line to 
adhere to Indira-Mujib 
pact, 1971 and border 
management agreement 

signed in 1975.
In an effort to reduce 

distance and increase ease 
of  voting, 44 more polling 
stations would be set up 
in the state for next year’s 
assembly election.

“We had 3,170 listed 
polling stations in Tripura. 
Our exercise revealed that 
their average distance from 
nearby habitations was often 
high, so we have decided to 
reorganise.

“In total, 3,214 polling 
stations would be utilised 
in assembly polls this time”, 
Taranikanti said. 

The CEO said, after 
reorganisation, all polling 
stations would be located 
within a range of  3.5 km 
from nearby habitations.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
The three-day long Karbi 
traditional games called 
the “Hambi Kapathu” 
concluded at the Diphu 
Cultural Centre office at 
Lorulangso complex in 
Diphu on Dec. 30. The 
final match of  the Hambi 
games was played between 
Den Arong KCS zone and 
Dongkamukam KCS zone. 

In the f irst  match, 
Dongkamukam KCS zone 
won the first match. Later 
on two matches were taken 
by Den Arong KCS zone 
to become the ‘5th Hambi 
Kapathu’ champion.

The winning team Den 
Arong KCS zone received 
a cash prize of INR 20,000 
with a trophy. The second 
runner-up team received 
cash of  INR 15,000 with 
a trophy. The third runner-
up was Diphu-Manja KCS 
zone. The team received a 

cash prize of  INR 10,000 
with a trophy. 

During the closing 
ceremony of  the event, 
t h e  K a r b i  A n g l o n g 
Autonomous Council’s 
(KAAC) Chief  Executive 
Member Tuliram Ronghang 
addressed the program. 
Ronghang said that the 
games should be played to 
promote. Out of  22 KCS 
zones, 12 participated but 
from the next year, it should 
be mandatory for all the 22 
KCS zones to take part, 
Ronghang said. 

For the development 
of  the game, a permanent 
court will be constructed 
at the Diphu Cultural 
centre, Ronghang said. He 
appealed to the peoples 
to support the 44th Karbi 
Youth Festival (KYF) too, 
which will be held during 
Feb. 15-19 make the festival 
successful. 

The tournament was 

organized under the aegis 
of  the Diphu Cultural 
Centre at Diphu (cultural 
affairs department), KAAC 

with support from the Karbi 
Anglong Traditional Sports 
Association of Diphu.

The ‘Hambi’ traditional 

games aim at ushering in a 
‘spirit of  happiness,’ keep 
Karbi traditions alive and 
create recreational activities.

Imphal, Dec. 30 (IANS): A joint team 
of  Manipur Police and 26 Assam Rifles 
troopers on Saturday busted a newly 
formed militant outfit and arrested three 
of its cadres.

I m p h a l  E a s t  d i s t r i c t  Po l i c e 
Superintendent Kabib K said: “The 
Chingtam Liberation Army had kidnapped 
truck driver A. Akhikho on Thursday night 
demanding a ransom of Rs 13 lakh.” 

Akhikho was kidnapped from Motbung 

in Senapati district triggering a highway 
blockade. 

Acting on a tip-off, the joint team 
launched a search operation during which 
the driver was rescued, Kabib added. 

A China-made 9 mm pistol, four mobile 
handsets and a scooter were recovered from 
the arrested cadres.

The highway blockade demanding 
Akhikho’s release was called off  on Friday 
afternoon. 

Imphal, Dec. 30 (EMN): The Chief  of  
the Army Staff  General Bipin Rawat who 
arrived on a two day visit to this north 
eastern volatile border state left on Fri., 
a press release from the authorities has 
informed. 

The army chief  was at the Inspector 
General of  Assam Rifles (south) during 
Dec. 28-29, according to the press release.

General Rawat was briefed about the 
prevailing security situation in the state by 
Inspector General Major General Virendra 

of  the Assam Rifles (south) and General 
Officer Commanding Major General 
U Suresh Kumar of  the 57th Mountain 
Division.

The general reviewed the operational 
preparedness of  the formations and 
appreciated the endeavours of the security 
forces, it added. He lauded the efforts of  
the soldiers in ensuring peace in the state. 
He asked them to continue the good work 
in professionally and in the true spirit of  the 
Indian army.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 30 (EMN): The 
foundation stone for the construction 
of the first-ever homeopathy medical 
college in Manipur was dedicated at 
Lamphelpat in Imphal in Manipur 
on Sat.

Manipur Health and Family 
Welfare Minister L Jayantakumar 
Singh; Dr A Guneshwor Sharma, 
director of  AYUSH; former minister 
Dr Moirangthem Nara; Prof M Premjit 
Singh, vice chancellor of  Central 
Agricultural University; Dr Y Lukhoi 
Singh, additional director of the State 

AYUSH Society of Manipur attended 
the function. 

Speaking during the occasion Singh 
said that the government was ‘always 
ready to take up necessary actions to 
provide required infrastructure and 
manpower to improve the health sector 
of the state on priority basis.’

Mentioning ‘shortage of  fund,’ 
the minister said that the Health 
department officials were ‘trying 
their best by submitting detailed 
project reports to the ministry of the 
government of  India for incurring 
adequate funds. The Homeopathy 

Medical College will  serve its 
purpose only when the fraternities 
of  the department work together 
and with sincerity and dedication, 
he said. Highlighting the increasing 
importance of the AYUSH system of  
treatment and medication, he asserted 
that the agency had become ‘common 
to both the rich and the poor.’

In his presidential address, the 
director of  AYUSH Dr Guneshwor 
Sharma said that agency was not only a 
‘simple science but also a way of living 
as it plays a big role in the present way 
of treatment.’

L Jayantakumar Singh speaking at the dedica on of a founda on stone at Imphal in Manipur on Sat. (DIPR)

After 5 party MLAs quit, former CM Lapang 
removed as Meghalaya Congress president

Karbi Anglong prepares 
for NRC draft publication

Manipur on way to having state’s Biren attends 
Gadakari’s 
call for project 
review 

Weight of bags, school van 
capacity under scrutiny in Manipur

NFR rewards 7 railway staffs 

BSF told to keep close vigil on 
Bangla border—Tripura CEO

Hambi:  Traditional games of the Karbi conclude 

New militant outfit busted in Manipur
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Jan. 3: Major tribe bodies 
call for boycott

Different apex organisa-
tions representing various 
tribes of Nagaland called 
for boycott against the mu-
nicipal elections. Ao senden 
barred its members from 
participations. Angami 
youth organisation (AYO) 
was ready for any eventu-
ality if  the elections were 
to happen. Many organisa-
tions such as Kohima land 
owners, Chakhroma Pub-
lic, Chumukedima Village 
coincil, ENPO etc all called 
for boycotting the elections.
KV Pusa passes away

Senior Congress leader 
and former minister passed 
away after a brief illness in 
Kohima.

Jan. 10: Rangapahar Zoo 
welcomes two Bengal 
tigers

On Monday, Nagaland 
finally received two Royal 
Bengal Tigers from Kerala’s 
Thiruvananthanpuram

Zoo, according to a 
press release from the state’s 
forest department.

Jan. 24: Bandh from Jan 
27 if govt fails to postpone 
civic polls

 The public rally called 
by the Joint Coordina-
tion Committee formed 
by several apex tribal or-
ganisations demanding the 
government to postpone 
the civic polls witnessed a 
mammoth turnout at the 
State Stadium on Monday 
and resolved to give the gov-
ernment four more days till 
January 26 to postpone or 
else face indefinite closure 
in the entire state

Jan. 25: Municipal Act is 
null and void—Nagaland 
Bar

In what could yet turn 
out to be a major factor in 
deciding the increasingly 
fractious confrontation 
between the state govern-
ment and the Naga tribe 
hohos on the issue of  elec-
tions to urban local bod-
ies with 33% reservation 
for women, the Nagaland 
Bar Association (NBA) on 
Tuesday said that Part IX 
(A) of  the Constitution of  
India – which pertains spe-
cifically to municipalities – 
is not applicable to the state 
of  Nagaland.

 
Jan. 28: Defiant 
government to conduct 
civic polls

 Defying appeals made 
by various organisations for 
deferment of municipal and 
town council elections in its 
present format, State gov-
ernment, in its cabinet meet-
ing on January 27, decided 
that elections to municipal 
and town coun-cils cannot 
be deferred but be taken to 
the logical conclusion as per 
provisions of law. 

Jan. 31: At Churches’ 
intervention, JCC calls 
off bandh

 Right when Dimapur 
appeared to be on the verge 
of scripting yet another ugly 
episode of violent confron-
tation between the public 
and the state police, help ar-
rived from an ‘unexpected 
corner’ on Monday to steer 
the town and its fretful resi-
dents to safety – at least for 
now.

Feb. 1: Death and chaos 
in Dimapur after govt 
declares ULB elections

 Less than 24 hours af-
ter signing an agreement 
with the Joint Coordination 
Committee (JCC) – in the 
presence of NBCC mem-
bers – to postpone the ULB 
elections, the state govern-
ment on Tuesday afternoon 
did a retrace and announced 
its decision to conduct elec-
tions in 12 town councils on 
February 1.

Feb. 2: Violence spreads to 
Mokokchung

 Sporadic violence 
erupted in pockets around 
Mokokchung town as 
bandh volunteers went on a 
rampage, vandalising some 
office buildings including 
the deputy commissioner’s 
office, NPF Mokokchung 
division office and Election 
Office in Mokokchung.

Feb. 3: Bedlam in Kohima 
as fresh violence breaks 
out

 Chaos erupted in Ko-
hima as the deadline made 
by the Nagaland Tribes Ac-
tion Committee came to an 
end at 4 p.m. today as the 
demand for the resignation 
of the chief minister and his 
cabinet was not met.

Feb. 12: JCC declares 
indefinite, state-wide 
shutdown until CM 
resigns

 The Joint Coordination 
Committee (JCC), lead-
ing the ongoing agitations 
against the Urban Local 
Body elections with women 
reservation, has announced 
on Sunday, February 12, 
resumption of state-wide 
indefinite bandh from Mon-
day, February 13, until Na-
galand Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang steps down.

Feb.17: Dr. Shürhozelie 
endorsed as next 
legislature party leader

 The ruling Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) president, 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu’s 
name has been endorsed 
by 35 NPF and 7 independ-
ent MLAs to take over the 
helms from Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang as the legisla-
ture party leader. However, 
the final decision will be 
taken only after Zeliang re-
turns from Delhi on Friday.

Feb.20: TR Zeliang 
resigns with Council of 
Ministers 

 Chief Minister of Na-
galand TR Zeliang has re-
signed with his Council of  
Ministers. The resignation 
follows a tumultuous tenure 
of a little more than two 
years that was capped off  
by violent agitations from 
community organisations 
over the now-nullified mu-
nicipal polls.

Feb. 23: Dr. Shurhozelie 
sworn as CM

Eighty one year old 
veteran regionalist, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu was 
sworn in as the 17th Chief  
Minister of Nagaland at a 
ceremony held in the Raj 
Bhavan, Kohima. 

Mar. 10: GBs endorse 
separate dialogue with 
Nagas of Nagaland

 Having observed that 
the issue of Naga integra-
tion is not possible at this 
present time and juncture, 
Nagaland GBs’ Federation 
(NGBF) suggested building 
Naga nation at earnest by 
initiating separate political 
dialogue between Govern-
ment of India (GOI) and 
Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) of the 
present Nagaland for a ac-
ceptable and honourable 
political solution for main-
land Nagas.

Apr.9: NBCC and 
ACAUT to jointly 
campaign for clean 
elections

 The Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
and the Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT) have decided 
to work in cooperation to 
rid elections, in Nagaland, 
of malpractice as part of a 
common objective symbol-
ized by the ongoing Clean 
Elections movement.

Apr.16: ACAUT demands 
CBI probe into blank 
cheque case

 The Against Corrup-
tion & Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT) has demanded 
from the Nagaland gov-
ernment to take steps to 
institute an enquiry, lodge 
a complaint with the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) for thorough investi-
gation into all funds utilised 
by the department of Rural 
Development, specifically 
fund provided by MGN-
REGA.

May 11: ‘Suki’s Magic 
Box’: A 10-year-old’s 
magic unboxed

 A children’s book titled 
‘Suki’s Magic Box’ authored 
by 10-year-old Sochumlo 
Suki Ezung and published 
by Kohima-based PenThrill 
Publication House was 
launched here on Wednes-
day.

May 28: Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill delayed 
again

 The Nagaland Lokay-
ukta Bill 2015 introduced 
in the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly has been 
delayed again as the select 
committee appointed for it 
has sought ‘extension of its 
tenure,’ during the special 
assembly session today.

May 29: Five injured in 
Dimapur blast

 Five persons were in-
jured when an improvised 
explosive device (IED) was 
hurled by unidentified mis-
creants inside a pharmacy 

– Ideal Chemist, located at 
Nyamo Lotha Road near 
Breeze restaurant Dimapur 
– on Monday evening.

Jun. 9: NSCN (K) 
chairman SS Khaplang no 
more

Shangyung Khap-
lang, better known as SS 
Khaplang, the chief of the 
banned Nationalist Social-
ist Council of Nagaland-
Khaplang (NSCN-K) group 
passed away at the central 
headquarter of the NSCN 
(K) in Taka, Myanmar. He 
was 77.

Jun.15: Pillai scandal: 
Nagaland police to sever 
contract with tainted cop

Nagaland’s former ad-
ditional superintendent of  
police and consultant of the 
state police’s motor trans-
port wing, MKR Pillai faces 
termination of his contract 
with the department with 
immediate effect following 
a bust on his disproportion-
ate assets case by Income 
Tax (IT) sleuths.

Jun. 20: Khango Konyak 
elected as new chairman 
of NSCN (K)

Khango Konyak, the 
73 year old veteran of the 
NSCN (K) who was serv-
ing as the Vice Chairman of  
the group has been elected 
as the new Chairman/Pres-
ident of the NSCN(K) on 
June 20.

 
July 9: Crisis in DAN III 
deepens as CM axes 4 
cabinet ministers

The scrap for suprema-
cy within the NPF for the 
seat of the chief minister 
has dragged the state into 
yet another political crisis 
even as incumbent chief  
minister Dr Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu sacked four of his 
cabinet ministers and ten 
parliamentary secretaries 
who were gunning for his 
removal.

July 12: 4 killed after 
bridge over Chathe caves 
in

Four persons, includ-
ing a minor boy, were killed 
when a bridge constructed 
over Chathe river at 4th Mile 
Dimapur collapsed on July 
12 evening evening. The 
bridge connected Dimapur 
to Niuland sub-division and 
Kohuboto circle.

ACAUT demands ar-
rest of Roads and Bridges 
minister

ACAUT Nagaland is-
sued a statement expressing 
anguish at the incident, and 
demanding the arrest of  
the minister for Roads and 
Bridges among others. The 
anti-graft movement placed 
four demands to the state 
government including the 
arrest of the minister con-
cerned, the executive engi-
neer (PWD), Dimapur di-
vision, ‘the sand and gravel 
mafia including the contrac-
tors, and the village council 
authorities for allowing ex-
traction of stones from the 
riverbeds’. The ACAUT 
has filed a first information 
report (FIR) in this regard 
at Diphupar police station.

July 13: 27 MLAs tender 
resignation

A total of 27 MLAs 
that comprises of 21 NPF 
MLAs and 6 Independent 
MLAs that are currently 
camping in Kaziranga have 
already tendered their res-
ignation from their respec-
tive portfolios and the letter 
were shared to the media.

July 17: TR-Shurhozelie 
tussle goes the matchbox 
way

Two cars, a Maruti 800 
and a Maruti Omni van, 
were charred on a state 
highway in Kohima be-
tween High School junction 
and IG stadium by uniden-
tified miscreants. This move 
was widely interpreted as a 
move by irate supporters of  
chief minister Dr Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu as several anti-
TR Zeliang placards were 
reportedly found near the 
burnt vehicles.

July 20: TR Zeliang 
appointed as the new 
Chief Minister

TR Zeliang was sworn 
in as the 18th Chief Min-
ister of Nagaland on July 
19.  This is the second time 
Zeliang will be holding the 
post of chief minister in the 
third term of the NPF-led 
DAN government and the 
fourth chief minister of the 
same tenure.

July 22: TR Zeliang wins 
trust vote

TR Zeliang won the 
floor test in the Assembly 
with 47 out of 58 MLAs 
voting in his favour after he 
moved a motion of confi-
dence in the House.

July 30: PIL against 35 
govt departments

The ACAUT Nagaland 
along with Public Serv-
ice Aspirants Nagaland 
(PSAN) has filed public 
interest litigation (PIL) 
against what it has alleged 
as 705 backdoor appoint-
ments made by 35 different 
departments of the govern-
ment of Nagaland.

Aug. 2: Pillai case: IT 
team from Kerala lands 
in state

In an attempt to dig into 
MKR Pillai’s operations in 
the state, a team from the 
Income Tax department, 
Kerala, reportedly visited 
Nagaland to verify and au-
thenticate the documents 
and papers involving Pillai.

Reliable sources told 
Eastern Mirror that a group 
of officials from the Income 
Tax department, Kochi, 
along with some of their 
counterparts from Dimapur 
visited Kohima on July 24 
and met some senior of-
ficers of the Police depart-
ment.

Aug. 4: Dr. Shürhozelie 
wins by-election

Recently ousted chief  
minister and president of  
ruling Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu defeated new 
political entrant and  inde-
pendent candidate Kekhrie 
Yhome by a margin of 3470 
votes to win the by-election 
to 10th Northern Angami-I 
assembly constituency.

Aug. 13: Solution to 
Dimapur road woes 
within one year: Zeliang

As the State machin-
eries gear up to begin the 
road works on war footing 
tentatively by September 
next, road woes plaguing 
the citizens of Dimapur is 
expected to be solved within 
one year. Chief minister TR 
Zeliang informed media 
persons. 

Aug. 15: Indo-Naga 
talks: 90% of negotiation 
completed

After repeated procla-
mations that the Indo-Naga 
political talks have reached 
‘final stage’ of negotiation, 
the NSCN (IM) revealed 
that the two negotiating 
parties were only 10% away 
from striking a final deal. 
Rh Raising, convener of the 
NSCN (IM) steering com-
mittee – which is the outfit’s 
highest decision making 
body – said that the ‘final 
stage’ has left “almost 90%” 
of the negotiation process 
between the group and the 
government of India com-
pleted.

Aug. 22: @TRZeliangCM 
: Chief Minister officially 
becomes a netizen

Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang launched his official 
social media handles on 
the popular social network-
ing sites- Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram.

The initiative is to gather 
feedback, suggestions and 
share ideas with the public 
with the intention to absorb 
them into policy-making 
process and to use them as 
tools to enhance good local 
governance in the state.

August 26: ACAUT 
report card: From ‘illegal 
tax’ to corruption

The public rally organ-
ised by ACAUT – already 
proclaimed as the ‘mother 
of all rallies’ by the organ-
isers – served to provide a 
striking indication to outline 
the ACAUT’s journey thus 
far, and the path it is most 
like to take in the future.

The gathering decided 
to adopt the now-famous 
‘one government, one tax’ 
resolution that day.

Sept. 20 : 32871 say ‘Yes’ 
to Rio and Zeliang

Dimapur witnessed a 
mammoth gathering of  
NPF party workers sup-
porting Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang and Lok Sabha 
MP Neiphiu Rio from 
Nagaland, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh during 
the party’s general conven-
tion on Wed. Sep.20, 2017 
at DDSC stadium wherein 
around 42,000 supporters 
(as claimed by the party) af-
firmed and endorsed their 
support to Neiphiu Rio as 
the party president.

Sept. 24: Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation pleads for 
‘one decisive push’

The Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) has 
made an impassioned ap-
peal to the Naga people 
– young and old, men and 
women, rich and poor to 
give Naga reconciliation 
one decisive push ‘no mat-
ter how tedious and ex-
hausting the process may 
seem to be.’

Sept. 28 : MLA Kiyanilie 
Peseyie dies at 76

Veteran politician and 
sitting MLA of the 8th 
Western Angami Assem-
bly Constituency, Kiyanilie 
Peseyie of Jotsoma village 
passed away  in Dimapur 
following a brief illness. He 
was 76 and is survived by 
wife Vilekhono, 2 sons, 7 
daughters and 15 grandchil-
dren.
GOI & NNPG’s first round 
of political talks at Delhi

The Government of  
India (GOI) and the Work-
ing Committee (WC) of  
six Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPG) officially 
began a political dialogue to 
resolve the protracted Indo-
Naga political issue. The 
maiden round was held at 
New Delhi where Mr. R N 
Ravi, the interlocutor of the 
Indo-Naga peace talks met 
the eighteen member del-
egation led by Convener of  
Working Committee Mr. N 
Kitovi Zhimomi.

Nov. 12: Dimapur 
plunged into darkness as 
transformer catches fire

Power supply to more 
than half of Dimapur has 
been affected because of  
total shutdown imposed by 
the department for restora-
tion works after fire broke 
out in one of the power 
transformers at 132kV Sub-
Station, Nagarjan, Dimapur 
on Nov. 13

Nov. 17: State power dept. 
launches first POS in the 
Northeast

The power department 
of Nagaland launched a 
Point of Sale for electric-
ity bill payment at Kohima, 
becoming the first in the 
Northeast to do so.

Nov. 21: Nagaland govt. 
employees want NIA out 
of the state

Disappointed with the 
‘negative response’ of the 
govt. of Nagaland to the 
arrest of seven government 
employees by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
last year and early part of  
this year, thousands of state 
govt. employees under the 
aegis of the Confederation 
of All Nagaland State Serv-
ices Employees’ Associa-
tion (CANSSEA) thronged 
the state capital for a silent 
protest on Tuesday to de-
mand the central govt. to 
withdraw the NIA from 
Nagaland.

Nov. 23: Liezietsu 
responds with 21144; 
claims 100% reaffirmation

The dispute for legitima-
cy of leadership and owner-
ship of the party name and 
symbol of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) between 
two groups- one led by Lok 
Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio and 
the other by Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu- stepped up on 
Nov. 22 with the latter hold-
ing a general convention at 
Khouchiezie (local ground) 
in Kohima. Khouchiezie 
was filled with thousands 
of Liezietsu’s supporters, 
21144 as per the party’s 
record, who declared to 
stand firm behind the lead-
ership of Liezietsu. 

Nov. 29: 2018 state 

assembly elections will 
definitely be held — CEC

Amid wide speculations 
and hope for a settlement 
to the protracted Naga po-
litical issue before the 2018 
state assembly election and 
the latter would be called 
off, Chief Election Com-
missioner of India (CEC) 
AK Joti on November 28 
categorically stated that Na-
galand assembly election 
will take place as sched-
uled.

Nov. 30: State govt. signs 
pledge to support clean 
elections

The government of Na-
galand and the church rep-
resented by the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) and the Naga-
land Joint Christian Forum 
(NJCF) have taken a pledge 
to support and abide by the 
Clean Election Campaign 
(CEC) being spearheaded 
by the churches in Naga-
land.  A commitment to-
ward said venture was taken 
on Nov. 29 at the Platinum 
Hall, NBCC office, in Ko-
hima during a ‘colloquium’ 
on clean elections organised 
by the NBCC for the church 
and Nagaland legislators.

The statement was 
signed by Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang on behalf of  
the Nagaland govt.; NBCC 
general secretary Rev. Dr. 
Zelhou Keyho and NJCF 
vice president Rev. Dr. N 
Paphino signed on behalf  
of the churches.

Dec. 2: Hope for 
Nagaland after years of 
insurgency

The president of India, 
Ram Nath Kovind said 
that Nagaland was on the 
edge of ‘making history’—
solution to the long-running 
Naga political issue is ‘im-
minent.’

The past half-centu-
ry has been one of both 
achievements and difficul-
ties for Nagaland. After 
years of insurgency, there 
is hope,” President Kovind 
said inaugurating the Horn-
bill Festival on Dec. 1.

Dec. 9: Rio tenders 
resignation from party 
president

Continuing with the 
spectacle in the political cir-
cles of the state, especially 
of the ruling Nagaland 
Peoples’ Front (NPF) party, 
Neiphiu Rio resigned from 
the post of the party presi-
dent citing lack of trust in 
sitting Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang, and decided to sup-
port Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu as the party president.
Centre committed towards 
fulfilling aspirations of Naga 
people—Rajnath Singh

“The central govern-
ment is committed to do its 
best to fulfil the aspirations 
of the Naga people for a 
brighter tomorrow with all 
the honour which you richly 
deserve,” Singh said while 
speaking as the chief guest 
on day-eight of the Hornbill 
festival at Naga heritage vil-
lage, Kisama on Dec. 8.

Dec. 10: Boney M: Nagas 
traditional ‘Christmas’ 
flavour comes home

The much anticipated 
show—Christmas with 
Boney M— of the ‘70s dis-
co greats is all set for Dec. 
10 evening at the hockey 
ground of the Indira Gan-
dhi stadium in Kohima 
town.

The popular German 
vocal group, with a team of  
seven members, has arrived 
in the state’s capital led by 
the band’s lead vocalist Liz 
Mitchell.

Dec. 13: First ever 
Nagaland Olympics off to 
spectacular opening night

After eight straight 
barren years – forced, by 
a curious combination of  
circumstances and geog-
raphy, to transform into a 
playground for public rage 
on the streets – the city of  
Dimapur is playing host to 
a major sporting event. The 
return of sport from the wil-
derness couldn’t have found 
a better reception than the 
one accorded at the open-
ing ceremony of the first 
ever Nagaland Olympics at 
the Dimapur District Sports 
Council (DDSC) stadium 
on Dec.12. 

Dec. 16: NLA passes 
Nagaland Lokayukta Bill 
2015 with amendments

 The Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly (NLA) has 
finally passed the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2015 with 
amendments on Dec. 15. 
The Lokayukta is an anti-
corruption ombudsman 
body to check corruption 
allegations against ad-min-
istrators and legislators, 
and various sections of the 
society have been demand-
ing for its implementation 
in the state
NLA revokes its Nov. 
2016 resolution

The state assembly on 
Dec.15 revoked its resolu-
tion of Nov. 24, 2016 with 
regard to the Nagaland Mu-
nicipal Act 2001, particu-
larly on the issue of reserva-
tion of seats for women, by 
adopting a fresh resolution 
during the ongoing winter 
session here in Kohima.
Liezietsu revokes 
suspensions and 

expulsions
 With the recent patch 

up of the contending 
groups within the Nagaland 
People’s Front party, the 
president of the party Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu on 
December 14 revoked the 
suspension and expulsions 
orders of legislators includ-
ing one MP.

Dec. 17: Another face-lift 
to Zeliang’s ministry

Barely three months 
before the next general elec-
tions in Nagaland– sched-
uled for February / March 
2018—Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang inducted six new 
members into his cabinet.

The oath of office and 
secrecy was administered 
by Governor PB Acharya 
during a simple ceremony 
at the Durbar Hall of the 
Raj Bhavan in Kohima. 
The reshuffle came after 
Zeliang sacked six cabinet 
ministers citing reasons to 
provide ‘stability’ to the 
government.

Dec. 29: Patanjali 
sanctions INR 100 cr. to 
set up 100-bedded hospital

Patanjali Ayurved Lim-
ited, a Fast Moving Con-
sumer Goods (FMCG) 
company have assured to 
set up a 100-bedded hospital 
in Dimapur for the differ-
ently-able persons and has 
expressed interest in setting 
up a university in Nagaland 
in partnership with the state 
government and Central 
government and sanctioned 
INR 100 cr. towards this 
project on Dec. 28.
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NPP launches office 
in Tuensang 
Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): State unit of the National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) has launched its party office at 52 Long-
khim-Chare Assembly Constituency under Tuensang district 
on December 28.

The NPP flag was unfurled by Y Changsang Chang, 
president NPP Tuensang district, in the presence of NPP 
Nagaland State vice president N Kaimang Chang; Sethrong-
khu Sangtam, president NPP Nagaland State Youth Wing; 
and senior party workers. 

NPP information secretary, Limanuksung Longkumer, 
has conveyed best wishes to the people of Nagaland. 

Meanwhile, NPP state unit has vehemently condemned 
the blatant atrocities committed against Christian communi-
ties in the BJP ruled states of Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. 

The NPP Nagaland has urged the NBCC, local church 
associations and right thinking citizens in Nagaland to con-
demn these acts of violence and threats against Christian 
communities.

EDSSU 25th year 
celebration concludes
Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): The two-day East Dimapur 
Sumi Students’ Union (EDSSU) 25th year celebration con-
cludes on Friday evening, with executive engineer PHED of  
Dimapur, P Khetoi Awomi as guest of honour.

Addressing the concluding session, the guest of honour 
is stated to have challenged the youth to retrospect how far 
they have achieved in 25 years of their existence. Empha-
sising on the jubilee’s theme “Redefining generation,” he 
encouraged the students’ community to always work for 
the betterment of the society.

A member from Western Sumi Student Union, Nito 
Achumi in his speech encouraged the students to study hard 
and achieve their goal.

Former president Bokato A Aye presided over the 
session while associate pastor of  EDSBC Purana Bazar, 
Nihuli H Aye invoked God’s blessings and youth pastor, 
NCRC Sumi Purana Bazaar Kughaka Swu pronounced 
benediction. This was informed through the press release 
from EDSSU.

National People's Party
ELECTION SYMBOL

The National People's Party(NPP), Tuensang District Office, would 
like to welcome the following BJP Mandal Office bearers along 
with Mahila and Youth Wing of 52 A/C Longkhim- Chare, who have 
resigned from the BJP party on 18/11/17, and joined the National 
People's Party (NPP) on 28/12/17, under the dynamic and able 
leadership of NPP National President Shri. Conrad K. Sangma, MP 
Lok Sabha, and to strengthen the state Unit of National People's 
Party (NPP) under the able leadership of Shri. Ato Yepthomi , 
President, NPP Nagaland state.

Sd/- (Y. CHANGSANG CHANG)
National People's Party

Tuensang District 

SI.No Name Former Designation
1 Hongchosing President
2 H.Y.Among Secretary
3 Tsajungse V/President
4 Lemtiba Dist. Executive member
5 Tsapichem Jt.Secretary
6 Thronglise V/President
7 Asenla Sangtam V/President(Mahila)
8 Bendangla V/President(Mahila)
9 Thsatingla V/President(Mahila)
10 Tsatula Member(Mahila)
11 Mapula Executive member
12 Holingsing V/President
13 Lirichem President(Youth wing)
14 Tsinghose V/President
15 Khumbise Jt.Secretary
16 Litingse V/President
17 Thridongba Executive Member
18 Setongba V/President
19 M.Tsinghose Executive Member
20 Ningsang Mahila Treasure
21 Tonglichem V/President
22 Thrilise Executive
23 Hothrongse Corr. Secretary
24 Tsirisela President(Mahila)
25 Lumtila Member
26 Younghochem Secretary 

House No. 162, Walford Colony, near Okusa Toyota Showroom, Dimapur, 
Nagaland. nppnagaland@gmail.com DP-287
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PATH
As I stepped into the music-filled sanctuary, I looked around at the crowd that had gathered for a New 

Year’s Eve party. Joy lifted my heart with hope, as I recalled the prayers of the previous year. Our 
congregation had collectively grieved over wayward children, deaths of loved ones, job losses, and 

broken relationships. But we’d also experienced God’s grace as we recalled changed hearts and healed 
personal connections. We’d celebrated victories, weddings, graduations, and baptisms into God’s family. 
We’d welcomed children born, adopted, or dedicated to the Lord, and more—so much more.

Reflecting over the history of trials our church family faced, much like Jeremiah remembered his 
“affliction” and his “wandering” (Lam. 3:19), I believed that “because of the Lord’s great love we are 
not consumed, for his compassions never fail” (v. 22). As the prophet reassured himself of God’s past 
faithfulness, his words comforted me: “The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one 
who seeks him” (v. 25).

That night, each person in our congregation represented a tangible expression of God’s life-trans-
forming love. Whatever we’d face in the years to come, as members of the interdependent body of 
Christ, we could rely on the Lord. And as we continue to seek Him and support one another, we can, as 
did Jeremiah, find our hope being ratified by faith-building memories of God’s unchanging character 
and dependability.

Lord, thank You for using our past to assure us our hope remains secure in  
Your everlasting faithfulness.

Faith-Building  
Memories

BIBLE READ:   ACTS 14:21–28   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Great is your faithfulness.      
~ Lamentations 3:23

4 Christian Principles for Making New Year's Resolutions Enzyme That 
Could Stop 

Ebola Infection 

India’s GST, Hyped as Another Tryst With Destiny, Remains a Half-Way House of Disruptions

Resolutions are strategic reminders 
for our repentant hearts. As Chris-
tians, they should be set in place 
to progress of  the will of  God in 

our lives. Before compiling a new list of  
goals, celebrate each step of  progress that 
was made in the last year. Pay homage to the 
work God has done in our lives, before surg-
ing onto the next stage of  growth. Giving 
God glory in worship for the accomplish-
ments we achieve is a necessary element in 
the Christian attribute of  fostering a grateful 
heart. Taking our failures into account, as 
well, shines light into the areas of  our lives 
where prayer for clarity is needed. 

Through it all, God is guiding us. Jesus 
is walking with us, promising never to leave 
us. Prayerful consideration of  the counsel 
of  our good Father prevents needless brain-
wracking and unreasonable goal-setting. His 
will is always in our best interest. The Voice 
paraphrase of  Ephesians 3:20 reminds us 
that He promises to do more than we can 
ask or imagine in our lives. He can not only 
help us with our resolutions, but holds the 
key to the progress that will usher His peace 
into our lives.

“Now to the God who can do so many 
awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, 
things greater than we ever could ask or im-
agine through the power at work in us, to 
Him be all glory…” (Ephesians 3:20-21). 
1. Who Were We?
When entertaining the thoughts and dreams 
of  who we want to be, it’s helpful to remem-
ber who we were. Our past paths are littered 
with the Father’s love, His helping hand, 
and His guiding light. In looking back, we 
can recognize the path that we’re on much 
better than straining forward to see the road 
through the fog ahead. God has been where 
we are going. He permeates time. We can 
take comfort in His care for us, and listen 
steadily through the trials and triumphs of  
the last year, allowing them illuminate our 
next surge forward. 

A complete hand-off  of  our lives into 
Christ’s capable hands leads to reasonable 
resolution. We can goal-set our way to suc-
cess, riches, fame, mansions, vacations, pro-
motions, and retirement investments without 
consulting Him. But no vast accumulation 

of  wealth or experience this side of  heaven 
can equate to the soul resting peace of  His 
will for our lives. Prayerfully seek God’s re-
quest, before laying prayers for plans at His 
feet. Be careful not to disqualify stirrings and 
nudges due to feelings of  unqualification or 
unpreparedness, for He will equip and pre-
pare us for the achievements that await us.
2. How Do We Ask God for Guidance?
Praying over our lives in daily chair time 
with God is not only to seek direction, but to 
ask that our territory be expanded! We were 
each purposed with distinction, layered with 
talents and gifts. 

Jabez, who’s very name sounds like the 
Hebrew word for pain, is mentioned amidst 
a genealogical list in the Old Testament. 
“Jabez cried out to the God of  Israel, ‘Oh, 
that you would bless me and enlarge my ter-
ritory! Let your hand be with me, and keep 
me from harm so that I will be free from 
pain’” (1 Chronicles 4:10). One verse is giv-
en to this whole mans’s life, putting the frag-
ment of  time we’re gifted on this earth into 
godly perspective. “But despite his hard-luck 
beginning, he was honored because of  his 
relationship with God. This was a valuable 
lesson for a people struggling with their own 
identity“ (NIV Quest Study Bible Notes). 

The path of  God’s will for our lives is illu-
mined by our quest for wisdom in His Word, 
and relational knowledge of  Him through 
our prayer life. The joy of  the Lord is that 
He seeks a relationship with us. Jesus was 
born on earth in human skin, driven by His 
compassion for us. The glory we give back to 
God shines through the accomplished path 
of  His will in our lives. Through the obe-
dient work we foster through His gifts and 
blessings, we get to work in tandem with an 
our almighty God. “And God did just that” 
(1 Chronicles 4:10). The last phrase of  this 
verse about Jabez provides a peak inside 
the joy that it brings God, to bless us with 
fulfilled prayer requests when according to 
His great will. His heart is moved by faithful 
prayer. 
3. Keep it Real 
New Year’s Resolutions can be successfully 
written and wound into the tapestry of  suc-
cessful steps on our path to the purpose God 
knit into our souls if  we keep them real. 
Wishing on someone else’s star will not do 
our lives any good, even if  the request we 

yearn for does come true. We want what 
God wants for our lives, and there are two 
very important goal-setting steps that can 
guide us there. Now that we know how im-
portant it is to have a relationship with our 
Savior Jesus, and be prayerfully in dialogue 
with Him over the will for our lives, we can 
take our pen to paper and employ these ac-
tions. 

First, pick one big thing for each new 
year. Reaching for too many giant life chang-
es at once will set us up for failure. If  we have 
a list of  ten resolutions this year, one should 
be a big life change. The others should com-
pliment this change or maintain changes of  
past year’s resolutions. 

Second, seek to see the year in steps. 
What steps can we make in different areas 
of  our lives that will eventually lead to big 
change over time? Break life into categories 
of  friendship, parenthood, marriage or re-
lationships, education, career, hobbies, etc, 
and seek to add a small goal to some of  those 
areas. For example, if  my one big goal is to 
train for a marathon in the next year, some 
of  my smaller goals might be to eat more 
protein and drink more water each day. 
4. Be Open to Adjustments 
Human imperfection riddles our lives, and 
all of  life around us. But so does God. He 
permeates life in an incomprehensible way 
that reflects His love and goodness. When 
we run into a frustrating bump in a goal 
we’ve been striving for, it’s ok to adjust the 

path of  our progress rather than quit and 
run. Dreams are God-placed goals, but the 
end goals do not always look like the dreams 
we run away with. Staying in constant check 
with the progress we are making helps us to 
match our feelings to our productivity. 

Sometimes, great progress can feel like 
failure, and vice versa. Paul wrote this to 
Timothy in a season of  discouragement 
for the young mentee amidst a people los-
ing their center on Christ: “Do your best to 
present yourself  to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles the word of  
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Though we may 
not all be called to teach the gospel, like Paul 
and Timothy, we are all called to share and 
reflect it daily.  

When we walk through life allow-
ing ourselves the approval of  being loved 
and accepted by God for who we are right 
now, we enable His will to flow more 
freely through our lives. Failures begin to 
look like U-turns that save us from making 
dire mistakes. Successes reveal the miracle 
of  persistence that we were able to pull 
through stages and chapters of  hardship 
laced with miracles. Life is hard. But Jesus 
has conquered it. With Him, life ends in 
eternity. Let our resolutions focus on the 
joyful work we get to do for Him until He 
calls us home. It will be hard, but it will be 
joyful, too. We were made in His image, 
to celebrate when we check a goal off  for 
His glory.

Raising hope for an effective drug to treat 
people with Ebola virus, researchers 
have found that an enzyme could help 
prevent the deadly virus from spreading.

The enzyme takes away the virus' ability to 
copy itself  and thus produce more virus particles 
and more infection, said the study published in the 
journal Molecular Cell.

'When the Ebola virus enters the human cell, 
its only purpose is to copy itself, fast. First it must 
copy all its proteins, then its genetic material," 
said Jakob Nilsson, Professor at University of  Co-
penhagen in Denmark.

"But by inhibiting a specific enzyme we rob 
the Ebola virus of  its ability to copy itself. And 
that may potentially prevent an Ebola infection 
from spreading," Nilsson said. 

There is currently no available treatment for 
Ebola virus infection. 

However, the researchers behind the new 
study found what is called a new host factor for 
Ebola virus. 

It can be described as a small part of  the host's 
-- for example the human body's -- own cells, 
which the Ebola virus uses to copy itself  and pro-
duce more infection.

The virus uses the host factor enzyme PP2A-
B56 to start producing proteins. 

So when PP2A-B56 is switched off, the virus' 
ability to copy itself  and produce more infection 
is stopped.

"When we inhibit the PP2A-B56 enzyme, 
we remove the first link in a long process, which 
ends with Ebola spreading. And we can tell that it 
works," Nilsson said. 

"The Ebola infection in cell cultures where we 
have inhibited the PP2A-B56 enzyme is 10 times 
smaller after 24 hours compared to infections 
where we have not inhibited this enzyme," Nils-
son added.

But because the researchers have so far fo-
cused on cell cultures, there is still work to be done 
before their results can be used to treat people in-
fected with Ebola. 

Initially the researchers hope to be able to test 
it on animals and, in the long term, develop a drug 
that inhibits the relevant enzyme.

Source: IANS

If anything, GST has proved a nightmare for busi-
nesses in the short-term, especially for those in the 
informal sector.

The central hall of  parliament was the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government’s choice of  ven-
ue for the launch of  the Goods and Services Tax (GST) re-
gime. A midnight session on June 30, 2017, in what could 
only be construed as a throwback to the historic ‘tryst with 
destiny speech’ delivered by India’s first prime minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru to the Constituent Assembly on August 
14, 1947.

However, as The Wire had indicated at the time, the 
GST has failed to live up to the hype. If  anything, it has 
proved a nightmare for businesses in the short-term, espe-
cially for those in the informal sector. In the run-up to the 
launch, the Modi government roped in film star Amitabh 
Bachchan, often tapped to help spread awareness about 
the Centre’s programmes, to star in a host of  videos that 
all promised “one nation, one tax and one market”.

Unfortunately, much like GST itself, this is true only 
in word and not in spirit. While there are a number of  
procedural and technical reasons that have proven respon-
sible in making GST troublesome for India’s informal 
economy, the single most overarching problem is that the 
Indian GST is much more complicated than what other 
countries have implemented. It has as many as six tax 
rates unlike other countries where a single rate prevails.

Moreover, both the Centre and states have the power 
to collect tax in India unlike other countries where this 
authority is vested in a single agency.

This is primarily why India’s GST also remains just 
a half-way house, with major items of  consumption for 
industry like petrol and diesel, natural gas and electricity 
still outside its ambit. That means companies which these 
products as raw materials cannot avail input tax credit.

In the weeks and months after it was rolled out, the 
tax reform led to disrupted supply chains and hit exports 
hard as small businesses found it too complicated to com-
ply with. Exporters saw their working capital requirement 
shoot up in the wake of  GST roll-out on July 1 due to 
accumulation of  unpaid input tax credits and reduction in 
duty drawback rates on their products.

Following India’s switch to GST, exports have wit-
nessed an uneven monthly growth trend. Merchandise 
exports showed a negative growth of  1.12% in October. 
Exports from labour intensive sectors like gems and jewel-
lery, apparels and leather and leather products reported 
precipitous drops during the month, raising a spectre of  
massive job losses.

Ironically, this came at a time when the global trade 
was in a boom phase. As per the latest forecast by the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), global trade is likely to 
grow by 3.6% in 2017, up from the lacklustre 1.3% growth 
in 2016. While India’s exports have rebounded in Novem-
ber, encouraging some economists to express optimism 

that the industry might have shrugged off  negative impact 
of  GST, the picture is far from clear. A sustained trend of  
growth in exports is yet to be seen.
Intensive help
In the last few months, as state elections grew closer, the 
Modi government simplified compliance procedures and 
rules to provide relief  to the industry. However, there is no 
end in sight to the woes of  the country’s exporters.

Ajay Sahai, director general and CEO, Federation 
of  Indian Export Organisations (FIEO), told The Wire, 
“The refund process has slightly improved as compared 
to October but still thousands of  exporters are waiting for 
their July refund. Even customs and tax authorities are 
unable to tell the reasons for delay. For ITC, refund has 
been symbolic.” Sahai added, “The declarations are re-
dundant; the refund is based on nexus, not on the formula 
prescribed and documents are not clearly listed. These 
have compounded exporters’ problems.”

Anil Bhardwaj, secretary general, Federation of  Mi-
cro and Small and Medium Enterprises (FISME), too 
has flagged similar concerns. “While in the beginning 
MSMEs struggled with registration and filings, now the 
challenges they face remain in invoice matching, claim-
ing refunds and making corrections. Absence of  real-time 
support during filing or payments means if  you make mis-
take, you are stuck,” Bhardwaj told The Wire.

“While a lot has improved, the GST framework is a 
still a long way to offer ease of  working with GST,” he 
added.

Critics maintain that the GST was rolled out in haste. 
They cite its frequent tinkering by the GST council to but-
tress their argument. Micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs), which form the backbone of  the country’s 
manufacturing sector, were hit hard. Garment exporters 
say their export competitiveness has fallen due to the 
increase in working capital requirement and reduction 
in incentives. As per industry estimates, Indian garment 
exports have become 8-10% costlier after GST roll-out, 
which is hurting exporters’ margins as well as sales vol-
umes.

Alarmed over the sharp decline in October exports, 
the government has offered more incentives to help stem 
the bleeding for besieged garment exporters. Post-GST 
rates for claiming rebate of  state taxes under the scheme 
for remission of  state levies (RoSL) on exports of  ready-
made garments and made-ups have been announced. The 
government has also doubled the rates for incentives un-
der merchandise export from India (MEIS) scheme to 4%.

New MEIS rates are effective from November 1.
Post-GST rates of  RoSL are up to a maximum of  

1.70% for cotton garments, 1.25% for man-made fibre, silk 
and woollen garments and 1.48% for apparel of  blends.

As part of  the mid-term trade review policy for 2015-
2020 early this month, the government has announced 
fresh export incentives to labour-intensive sectors and 
services, which would cost the exchequer Rs 8,450 crore 
annually. Meanwhile, the commerce ministry is working 

on a relief  package for gems and jewellery exporters. The 
ministry has already asked the gems and jewellery indus-
try to work out a proper business plan to promote growth 
of  the sector.

“We have some time left, in another few weeks we 
have to finalise it as Budget will be in February, so we have 
to work on that (relief  package for gems and jewellery ex-
porters),” commerce and industry minister Suresh Prabhu 
said recently. The Gems and Jewellery Export Promotion 
Council has demanded that import duty on gold should 
be slashed to 4% from the current 10% level.

The trade body is mindful of  the government’s con-
cern that a lower import duty could lead to a spurt in gold 
imports but hopes that a cut would be finally made as a 
trade-off. Another MSME-dominated sector, leather in-
dustry, estimates that it would need additional capital of  
over Rs 3,000 crore following implementation of  the GST. 
There is a fear in the industry that many units could close 
down due to failure to raise capital.

The Council for Leather Exports, an industry body, 
has demanded that Centre’s duty drawback scheme for 
leather exporters should be extended till March 2018 as 
exporters’ capital was blocked on account of  GST pay-
ment.

The industry body also wants the GST on finished 
leather goods and job work reduced to 5% from the cur-
rent level of  12% and 18% respectively.
Softening the blow
In successive meetings, the GST council has approved 
comprehensive changes to smoothen the hard edges off  
the new tax regime. To this end, it has significantly re-
duced number of  products under the highest rate of  28%. 
The council also relaxed return filing rules for MSMEs, 
deferred the controversial reverse charge mechanism until 
the next fiscal and hastened tax refunds for exporters hit 
by cash crunch.

The GST council on October 6 slashed rates on 27 
items and 12 services, and introduced sweeping changes 
in GST rules to calm panic among small enterprises and 
exporters who were struggling with procedural tangles, re-
funds and technical glitches while filing returns on GSTN 
portal.

Specifically, the annual turnover threshold on the 
composition scheme has been raised from Rs 75 lakh to 
Rs 1 crore.

Under the scheme, traders, manufacturers and restau-
rants can pay tax at 1, 2 and 5%, respectively. The turnover 
threshold has been increased by the government to ease 
the compliance burden for taxpayers as they will have to 
file returns on a quarterly basis, not every month as re-
quired for normal taxpayers.

However, unlike normal tax payers, dealers cannot 
avail input tax credit. About 15.5 lakh assessees with a 
turnover of  less than Rs 1 crore have opted for the com-
position scheme, as per official data. Again in its meeting 
on November 10, the council pruned the list of  product 
categories under 28% slab to 50 from 178 earlier.

These rapid changes have not been without conse-
quences. Indirect tax collections this fiscal are feared to 
dip below the Centre’s target due to disruption caused by 
GST, which has in turn cast doubt over the government’s 
ability to meet the fiscal deficit target of  3.2%.

The Centre plans on collecting Rs 9.68 lakh crore from 
indirect taxes in the current fiscal while a mop-up of  Rs 
9.8 lakh crore has been targeted from direct taxes. Direct 
tax collections increased by 14.4% to Rs 4.8 lakh crore 
during April-November this fiscal. However, GST collec-
tion (indirect taxes) in October at Rs 83,346 crore was Rs 
12,000 crore less compared to the preceding month and 
the lowest since the July 1 roll-out.

According to government sources, uncertainty prevails 
over whether tax realisation would be as per budget esti-
mates in the remaining months of  the fiscal. The Central 
Board of  Excise and Customs (CBEC) has also privately 
warned the Centre that indirect tax collections could fall 
short of  target due to disruption caused by the GST.

N.R. Bhanumurthy, Professor, National Institute of  
Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP) told The Wire that 
the Centre’s tax collection target might not be realised due 
to uncertainty relating to GST. He, however, added that 
it was too early to say whether the government would be 
able to meet the fiscal deficit target or not.

With long-awaited revival of  private investment no-
where in sight, the government is banking on increased 
public spending to support the economic recovery. GDP 
growth inched back to 6.3% in the second quarter after 
slumping to 5.7% in April-June period. If  the govern-
ment tightens its purse strings now, the economic recovery 
could derail, hitting jobs.

Job creation prospects are already dim, with labour in-
tensive sectors like agriculture, construction and continu-
ing to remain in the doldrums.

Agriculture GDP growth slowed to 1.7% in the second 
quarter from 2.3% in April-June period. The construction 
sector grew by 2.6% in the July-September quarter, slight-
ly up from 2% in the preceding quarter.

Road ahead
The Centre is keen to bring remaining items like al-

cohol, petrol and diesel, natural gas, electricity and real 
estate under GST. However, doing so would be challeng-
ing for it given that states’ nod is needed for making any 
change in the GST. These items contribute a significant 
chunk of  states’ tax revenues and so they are likely to re-
sist any move to include them in GST.

The Centre too is mindful of  the difficulty. For exam-
ple, finance minister Arun Jaitley has said that the Centre 
supports the inclusion of  petroleum products within GST’ 
ambit, but it can happen only if  states come on board.

“As far as the Central government is concerned, we 
are in favour of  bringing petroleum products under the 
GST, let me categorically put it. But we will wait for the 
consensus of  the states. And, I do hope that at some 
stage – sooner than later – the states would agree to 
it,” Jaitley recently told the Rajya Sabha in reply to a 
question.

As we look ahead to the new year, let’s 
remember that God has always been 

and always will be faithful.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may have 
your ups and downs today, Aries. You could 
get at least one phone call of  the “good news, 
bad news” variety, and this could have your 

moods swinging back and forth like a pendulum. Try to 
stay centered. Take the good news as encouragement, and 
as for the bad news, try to consider it objectively and fig-
ure out ways to turn it to your advantage. There’s always 
a way. Hang in there!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Normally you 
tend to be a very spiritually oriented person, 
Taurus, but today you might find metaphysical 
concepts of  all kinds rather baffling. Whether 

these are ideas you’ve embraced for a long time or new 
ones you’ve just discovered, you may find nagging little 
doubts creeping in, temporarily causing your faith to wa-
ver. This is a healthy development, however. A little doubt 
now and then can weed out concepts that don’t work for 
you and reaffirm your belief  in others.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you might 
learn something about a friend that could be rath-
er disconcerting, Gemini. There could be a dark 
side to this person that you weren’t previously 

aware of, and this could cause you to want to withdraw for 
a while and reevaluate your involvement with this individ-
ual. When considering it, remember that we all have our 
dark sides. Could what you’ve discovered simply be this fac-
tor, or does this go too far beyond it for you? Think about it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Outside re-
sponsibilities might temporarily interfere 
with your love life, Cancer. You may feel a 
strong desire to get together with a love part-

ner early in the evening, but circumstances may neces-
sitate your working odd hours. This can be frustrating, 
as you’ve been looking forward to this for a long time, 
but you could meet your friend later in the evening. Don’t 
be afraid to ask. Most people understand when situations 
like this crop up.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you’re likely 
to find your routine too boring for words, Leo, 
and may have a sudden powerful urge to cut 
loose and play some serious hooky. Still, you 

may feel the pull of  obligation. This conflicted feeling 
should pass. If  it persists beyond today, however, you 
might need to reevaluate certain areas of  your life. There 
are lots of  opportunities out there, and life is too short to 
be stuck in a situation that doesn’t allow you to grow.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You could be feel-
ing especially sensual and passionate today, Vir-
go, and you’ll want to get together with a love 
interest. However, other responsibilities could 

get in your way. This could provide you with the perfect 
excuse to sink into gloom, but don’t fall into this trap. Get 
whatever business you’re facing handled and out of  the 
way. Or perhaps you can arrange to finish it tomorrow. 
Then set up that hot date!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel 
a bit of  disappointment today, Libra. You 
might tend to view whatever snags you’ve 
hit on the path to accomplishing your goals 

as personal failures, and if  you let it, this idea could 
persist with you throughout the day. Try to remain 
objective, and don’t lose sight of  the big picture. You 
haven’t even lost a battle - at worst, it’s a minor conflict! 
Chances are that if  you continue working hard you’ll 
still win the war!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A rather 
disheartening phone call could come to you 
today, Scorpio. This might bring news of  a 
setback in one of  your projects that is only 

temporary but nonetheless frustrating. You’ll probably 
have to deal with some trivial little details you’d rather 
not bother with, and this could take up too much valuable 
time. Hang in there - you’re still doing well! Don’t let your 
frustrations get the best of  you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): After 
the rush of  energy over the past few days, Sagit-
tarius, today you may feel a powerful letdown. 
Not every day can be filled with adventure and 

excitement. For now, you just need to take care of  the rou-
tine matters that are a byproduct of  life on Earth. How-
ever, keep in mind that there are many weekends coming 
up, and with the right kind of  planning you can get excite-
ment back into your life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A goal 
that you’ve been trying to reach may be tem-
porarily stalled, Capricorn, and you could 
be tempted to slip into despair, wondering if  

it will ever really happen. Remember that the keyword 
for today is “temporary.” Whatever obstacles are in your 
way will eventually be overcome and your goal should be 
to continue to advance in the direction you want. In the 
meantime, take care of  your chores. They may be boring, 
but they’re necessary!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
might realize that you need to make a certain 
purchase, Aquarius. Perhaps your home or 
car requires some important repairs, or maybe 

some new equipment is necessary for your work. This 
could prove rather disheartening, as it might involve 
spending money that you’d rather use for something more 
exciting. Think of  the trouble this expenditure should 
save you, however, and you’ll see the value of  it all.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The weight of  
too many responsibilities, perhaps involving 
family, a job, or group affiliation, could be very 
much on your mind today, Pisces. You may feel 

like Atlas, carrying the world on your shoulders! You’re 
tired. Perhaps you need to reevaluate your commitments 
- your innate kindness may have caused you to make too 
many. Fulfill the ones you have, but think twice before 
making any new ones. You’re important too, after all.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Sourabh Kulesh | IANS

Mega cyber attacks such as “Wan-
naCrypt” and “Petya” this year 
forced governments and enter-
prises globally, including in In-

dia, to focus and invest more on bolstering 
their security networks.

In the first major attack of  the year, the 
world reeled under “WannaCrypt” that 
locked files on computers. Hundreds of  thou-
sands of  computers were infected with the 
malware in May.

The primary reason for this attack being 
successful was not the software but human 
error. On March 14 this year, Microsoft re-
leased a security update which addressed the 
vulnerability in the 16-year-old Windows XP 
operating system.

Once the patch for the vulnerability was 
released, hacker group “Shadow Brokers” 
exploited this loophole and wreaked havoc 
in 150 countries. Those who installed the up-
date were saved, while several who did not, 
fell prey to the attack.

Soon after the “WanaCrypt” attack, tens 
of  thousands of  computers globally were af-

fected by the “Adylkuzz attack” that shut 
down SMB networking to prevent further 
infections with other malware (including the 
WannaCrypt worm).

While Europe and major parts of  the 
world struggled with another big ransomware 
attack called “Petya”, India also bore the 
brunt. Some Indian servers were down owing 
to the Petya attack.

The Shipping Ministry said operations at 
one of  the container terminals at Mumbai’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) was af-
fected by Petya.

Companies like Genesis BM, a public 
relations firm, had to shut down systems in 
India after their international servers were at-
tacked.

The month of  May saw another cyber at-
tack when a malware called “Judy” hit over 
36.5 million Android-based phones, making 
its way through Google Play Store.

In August, the “Locky” ransomware, 
once considered almost defunct, sent over 23 
million emails with the malware to the US 
workforce in just 24 hours. It scrambled the 
contents of  millions of  computers and de-
manded payment to unlock it.

A group of  hackers leaked the “Game 

of  Thrones” script, along with 1.5TB of  
HBO data that included other popular TV 
shows. The hacking group demanded ap-
proximately $6.5 million worth of  Bitcoins 
from HBO.

A group of  hackers also penetrated Equi-
fax -- one of  the largest credit bureaus in the 
world -- and stole personal data of  145 mil-
lion people. Accountancy firm Deloitte was 
also targeted by a sophisticated hack that 
compromised the confidential emails and 
plans of  some of  its blue-chip clients and the 
attack went unnoticed for months.

In November, Yahoo agreed that it was 
attacked in 2013 wherein criminals had in-
formation about all three billion accounts. In 
another massive attack, hackers stole the per-
sonal data of  57 million customers and driv-
ers from Uber Technologies. The breach was 
concealed for more than a year.

Most companies fall victim to cyber at-
tackers either because of  unpatched software 
with known vulnerabilities or because of  the 
human factor like people falling victim to 
phishing emails, Finland-based cyber security 
firm F-Secure said.

Later in the year, the enterprise cyber 
security company FireEye said Chinese ad-

vanced persistent threat (APT) groups that 
have allegedly been creating cyber havoc 
internationally will shift their focus in 2018 
to countries like India and Hong Kong and 
groups seen as a threat to Beijing’s influence 
over global markets.

Slowly becoming aware of  emerging cy-
ber threats, organisations worldwide will 
spend $96.3 billion on security in 2018 -- an 
increase of  eight per cent from 2017, accord-
ing to a Gartner forecast.

More than 60 per cent of  organisations 
globally will invest in multiple data security 
tools by 2020 -- up from 35 per cent today, it 
added.

“Cyber attacks such as WannaCry and 
NotPetya, and most recently the Equifax 
breach, have a direct effect on security spend, 
because these types of  attacks last up to three 
years,” the market research firm said.

To ward off  future attacks, the Indian gov-
ernment set up NIC-CERT centre to monitor, 
detect and prevent cyber attacks on govern-
ment networks. NIC-CERT will work in close 
coordination and collaboration with sectoral 
CERTs and CERT-In.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the fifth edition of  the Global Confer-

ence on Cyber Space (GCCS) in New Delhi 
in November that witnessed top global secu-
rity experts deliberating on ways to fight cy-
bersecurity.

2017: Highlights
* “WannaCrypt” attack infected more 
than 230,000 computers in over 150 coun-
tries in a single day
* “Petya” ransomware attack hit India as 
some servers in the country became victim 
to the attack
* “Judy” malware hit over 36.5 million 
Android-based phones
* “Locky” ransomware sent over 23 mil-
lion emails with the malware to the US 
workforce in just 24 hours
* The Indian government set up NIC-
CERT centre to monitor, detect and pre-
vent cyber attacks on government networks
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the fifth edition of  the Global Con-
ference on Cyber Space (GCCS) in New 
Delhi in November.

(Sourabh Kulesh can be contacted at 
sourabh.k@ians.in )

Tech Trends: Data Breaches Forced Governments, 
Enterprises to Focus on Cyber Security

In 2017, India Was Caught Between Private Exploitation and Public Sector Callousness in Healthcare
 Yogesh Jain | thewire.in

Should the focus be on improving 
public health systems or should we 
instead strengthen and support the 
development of  the private health 

systems?

Two contrasting media im-
ages haunt me as this year 
comes to an end. First, of  
the health minister of  Uttar 

Pradesh explaining away mounting 
children deaths at a government-run 
Gorakhpur hospital as a normal an-
nual phenomenon. Second, a pri-
vate hospital near Delhi terming the 
nearly Rs 16 lakh in charges for two 
weeks of  care of  a child suffering 
from dengue as not being unusually 
high. Do we have to choose between 
private exploitation and public sector 
callousness? Or is there a way out?

As individuals living in any part 
of  India, we remain vociferous crit-
ics of  our public health systems for 
their inability to deliver, especially 
on quality. Our criticism is justified 
inasmuch as we desire that our own 
public systems should do better. At 
the same time, we are forced to ac-
cess healthcare in the private system, 
not because we find them to be inher-
ently better or desirable, but because 
we don’t have a choice.

In the year gone by, the state of  
healthcare provision in the country 
has been debated upon fiercely in the 
context of  various issues, which in-
clude newborn and children deaths, 
private sector regulation, the re-
emergence of  diphtheria, the lack of  
life saving medicines, privatisation 
of  health services and Aadhaar. The 
confidence in the private sector too 
that it can deliver has been shaken. 
Concerns about blatant profiteering, 
‘cut practice‘ and bad conduct of  hos-
pitals in the private sector has rocked 
the country and made us think about 
healthcare systems in place. This is 
not to say that there is any return in 
faith or trust in the public health sys-
tems.

Private vs public healthcare
In such a situation, should our fo-
cus be to remedy the imbalance and 
improve the public health systems to 
become the quality-assured, free and 
predominant healthcare provider? 
Or should we instead strengthen and 
support the development of  private 
health systems?

This year, the National Health 
Policy (NHP) was released, which 
brought out the tensions of  this polar-

ised debate and yet had prescriptions 
for strengthening universal health 
coverage through a strengthened 
public health system where ‘strategic 
purchasing of  secondary and terti-
ary services’ from the existing private 
systems has been proposed without 
mentioning the specifics of  imple-
mentation. But the question that we 
need to ask is: do these initiatives in 
any way impact current situation of  
health and healthcare in the country?

Since a large number of  people 
in our country are still under abject 
poverty with no financial reserves 
for sickness, we need the provision 
of  free healthcare for them. And 
the quality of  this care can only be 
assured if  all people, especially the 
middle class, accesses it. Or else, any 
programme that provides care only 
to the poor runs the risk of  becoming 
poor in quality. Even now, we know 
that in the states of  Mizoram, Sikkim 
and Goa, the bulk of  care – which 
includes primary care – is provided 
by the public system since the private 
one is not strong or overbearing. Can 
other states learn from these exam-
ples?

This year, we saw the sad specta-
cle that is our public hospital system, 
with the district hospitals in central 
India reporting an unacceptably high 
proportion of  newborn and children 
deaths among those who sought sec-
ondary-level care, with proportions 
of  dead to those admitted sometimes 
reaching 25%. These included large 
hospitals like in Gorakhpur, Ranchi, 
Jamshedpur, Nashik and Banswara. 
While much of  this could be attrib-
uted to poor primary preventive care, 
these tragedies largely reflect the ne-
glect of  our institutions that provide 
curative care. These deaths were 
avoidable, but were also in a certain 
sense waiting to happen. These trag-
edies brought out the problems plagu-

ing our public systems – financial 
corruption and incompetence. This 
situation cannot be remedied by more 
private care providers in these areas.

Re-emergence of diphtheria
This year, several states also reported 
the re-emergence of  a deadly disease 
– diphtheria. Diphtheria is an uncom-
mon illness these days and when such 
uncommon illnesses re-occur, their 
management becomes neglected as 
the health systems are not ready for it, 
and due to the non-availability of  life 
saving drugs for rare diseases, as the 
market dynamics ensure their poor 
production, sale and distribution.

Due to this, not just diphtheria, 
but other conditions such as rabid 
animal bites, snake bites, scorpion 
stings, rheumatic heart disease have 
also been neglected. Orphan drugs 
like antidiphtheritic serum, crystal-
line penicillin for its treatment, anti 
rabies antiserum, anti-snake venom, 
benzathine penicillin are either not 
available or are frequently out of  
stock in the most marginalised areas. 
This highlights the need for produc-
tion of  and access to life saving drugs 
for neglected diseases, where the re-
sponsibility of  the state is paramount.

Universal health coverage
The NHP suggests that universal 
health coverage (UHC) should be 
attempted through comprehensive 
primary healthcare, where we aim 
to provide care for the triple burden 
of  communicable diseases such as 
tuberculosis, malaria and HIV, mater-
nal and child health problems as well 
as the non-communicable diseases 
(NCD) such as hypertension, diabe-
tes and heart diseases.

The policy recommends develop-
ment of  health and wellness centres 
serving the population in groups of  
3,000-5,000, as well as supporting 

a cadre of  mid-level care providers 
to man these centres supported by 
good use of  information technology. 
And all this is supposed to be sup-
ported by referral hospitals such as 
community health centres and dis-
trict hospitals. The NHP advocates 
an “assurance-based approach” 
which abandons the idea proposed 
in the draft policy of  2015 – that of  a 
National Health Rights Act aimed at 
making health a right.

There is good evidence that 
mere hospital-based care for NCDs 
leads to only half  of  people continu-
ing their treatment with the others 
dropping out. This can be remedied 
only through community-based pro-
grammes for these chronic illnesses. 
The private healthcare systems would 
be structurally incompetent to do this. 
Here it is disconcerting to see this 
NITI Aayog’s proposal for sub-con-
tracting part of  the district hospitals 
in tier two and three cities to private 
providers to provide care for selected 

NCDs on their own terms without 
any financial risk taking. This is clear-
ly a regressive step for UHC. One is 
not sure whether the private sector 
would find this arrangement lucrative 
enough to consider this idea.

The biggest charge against the 
private healthcare systems is the hu-
mongous profiteering that it does at 
the cost of  people’s pockets. And we 
know it very well, that private health 
systems don’t like to be regulated by 
anyone, even if  they don’t show any 
self-regulation. The recent Karnataka 
private medical establishment regula-
tions amendments debate were con-
strued as a draconian measure by the 
protesting private providers, though 
the major objection was regarding 
price caps of  medical procedures. We 
also saw a huge protest to the govern-
ment’s capping of  prices for cardiac 
stents and for knee implants, all of  
which was unjustified.

A valid objection course, that 
was voiced by some of  the private 
providers against those supporting 
their regulation was their moralistic 
position of  the public systems being 
their regulators despite being poorly-
regulated themselves, and their pos-
turing as predominant care providers 
to people at large. I think this objec-
tion regarding the moral position of  
a regulator is a strong reason in itself  
for the development of  a strength-
ened public health system. How can 
a public health system regulate others 
without itself  becoming an example 
of  a provider of  good healthcare?

Similar debate also emerged in 
the recent failures of  the private pro-
viders in and around Delhi either 
providing care of  unacceptable qual-
ity, or indulging in extreme profiteer-
ing or being patently inhuman. There 

is no getting away from the need to 
regulate the large private sector. And 
it can be only be done effectively only 
if  we have a strong public health sys-
tem.

Another axis of  debate, at least in 
the public system, that threatens ac-
cess to social support programmes in-
cluding healthcare has been making 
Aadhaar seeding and biometric veri-
fication mandatory for accessing its 
services. While this is being contested 
in the highest court of  the country, 
insistence of  this in the first place is 
a worrisome development and makes 
one question the seriousness of  the 
intent of  ensuring access to health-
care, especially in the public systems. 
At present, the mandatory linking to 
Aadhaar seems to be depriving peo-
ple of  social schemes in the garb of  
limiting corruption of  a minuscule 
amount.

What is the amount of  funding 
needed for universal health coverage? 
While WHO has recommended a 
minimum of 5% of GDP allocation 
to healthcare by the government, it 
has been argued that in light of  our 
cheap drug prices and good man-
power, we can arguably get UHC 
with even 3%. The NHP has recom-
mended 2.5 % of  GDP allocation for 
health, but only by 2025. Not only 
will that be too little too late, it will 
also prevent any serious allocation for 
strengthening public systems, which 
is a crying urgent need. Especially 
if  the audacious declaration by the 
government that we will eliminate 
tuberculosis (prevalence of  less than 
one in a million) by 2025 has to be 
taken seriously at all from a present 
rate of  220 per 100,000 people now 
and almost a million people not be-
ing started on correct anti-tubercular 
treatment after being diagnosed each 
year. The fact that budgets of  the 
National Rural Health Mission have 
been sized down by 20% on grounds 
of  fiscal discipline and poor absorp-
tion capacity does not enthuse any-
one of  the political commitment to-
wards a welfare state.

Are we defending the undefend-
able when we make the case for the 
public health systems? It is not from 
past performance by the public sys-
tems that one gets strength to defend 
this. But from a moral stand, as well 
as from the fact there is no alterna-
tive situation to having strong public 
systems, do we claim that this is the 
only way. Will 2018 be the year we 
settle this question and implement 
the NHP in the right earnest?

(Yogesh Jain is a public health 
physician at Jan Swasthya Sahyog, 

Chhattisgarh.)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Nirbhaya Fund not being used 
for women— Mother
Ballia (UP), Dec. 30 (PTI): The mother of  a woman 
whose gang-rape in a moving bus and subsequent 
death in 2012 triggered a nationwide outrage 
has alleged that the Nirbhaya Fund set up in her 
daughter’s name was not being used for security 
and empowerment of  women. “The Nirbhaya Fund 
should have been used for women security and 
empowerment but it is being for works like road 
construction,” Asha Devi said at a programme in 
her village Maderwa Kala to mark the conclusion 
of  the Nirbhaya Jyoti Yatra which had started from 
Lucknow. “The fund needs to be used in setting up 
schools and hospitals,” she stressed. She also said her 
pleas for an appointment with Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath in the past two months had proved futile.

Kargi l  mar tyr’s  widow denied 
treatment for not having Aadhaar 
card, dies
Chandigarh, Dec. 30 (IANS): In a shocking incident, 
a Kargil martyr widow was denied treatment in a 
private hospital in Haryana’s Sonipat town and lost 
her life for not having an Aadhaar card to get her 
admitted. Two days after the incident came to light, 
Chief  Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on Saturday 
assured to hold an inquiry into the incident. The 
victim, Shakuntala, was accompanied by her son to 
the hospital on December 28. According to reports, 
the hospital authorities insisted that the Aadhaar card 
of  the patient was must for getting admission to the 
hospital. Pavan Kumar said his mother was rushed to 
the hospital in a critical condition and her treatment 
was not started even after he showed her Aadhaar 
card on his phone. “I said that I will get Aadhaar and 
in the meanwhile begin her treatment but the hospital 
refused to do so,” he alleged. Hospital authorities 
have refuted the allegations. Khattar told reporters 
in Karnal city that an inquiry would be conducted 
into her death. “I have received information about it. 
We will conduct an inquiry and punish those found 
guilty,” he said. The hospital authorities clarified that 
Aadhaar card was mandatory only for documentation 
process and not for getting the treatment.

Dozen farmers injured in clash 
in UP’’s Banda, 8 arrested 
Banda (UP), Dec. 30 (PTI): Twelve farmers 
suffered injuries in a clash between two groups over 
chasing away stray cattle in neighbouring Hamirpur 
district and had to be hospitalised, police said today. 
Eight farmers have been arrested in connection with 
the incident that occurred yesterday under Jariya 
police station area, they said. Farmers of  Chibauli 
and Magraul villages clashed over chasing away 
stray cattle with both sides used sticks and also 
opening gunfire in the air, Circle Officer, Jariya, 
Rajnish Upadhyaya said. Twelve farmers from 
both sides were injured and were hospitalised, he 
said. Upadhyaya said FIR has been filed against 
14 farmers of  Chibauli and 20 of  Magraul villages 
of  which eight have been arrested. Police and 
Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC) have been 
deployed in the villages as a precautionary measure, 
he added.

India to launch 31 
satellites on Jan. 10 

Day after Mumbai pub blaze, 
BMC smashes illegal structures

Palestine recalls Pak envoy after India issues 
demarche on his presence in Saeed’s rally

NCR air quality dips to ‘severe’

Hardik asks sulking Gujarat Deputy CM to quit, join CongressUnion minister 
Giriraj Singh showers 
praise on Nitish 

AAP appears split over RS nominations

Year when EC’s integrity came under scanner not once, but twice 

B e n ga l u r u ,  D e c.  3 0 
(IANS): India will launch 
31 satellites, including the 
earth observation spacecraft 
Cartosat on January 10, 
from its spaceport at Sriha-
rikota in Andhra Pradesh, 
an official said on Saturday.

“We have tentatively 
scheduled the rocket launch 
at 9.30 a.m. to carry Car-
tosat and other satellites, 
including 28 from the US 
and five other countries in 
a single mission,” Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) Director Devi 
Prasad Karnik told IANS 
here.

The first space mission 
in 2018 onboard the Po-
lar Satellite Launch Ve-
hicle (PSLV-C40) comes 
four months after a similar 
rocket failed to deliver the 
country’s eighth navigation 
satellite in the earth’s lower 
orbit on August 31.

“The sixth Cartosat 
in the second series and 
other satellites are inte-
grated with the rocket at 

the spaceport. The mission 
launch board will decide 
the rocket’s lift-off  time for 
the reverse countdown two 
days ahead,” said Karnik.

The mission’s payload 
will also include one each 
nano and micro satellite 
from India, besides Carto-
sat-2./ As an observational 
satellite, Cartosat will beam 
high-quality images for car-
tographic, urban and rural 
applications, coastal land 
use and regulation and util-
ity management like road 
network monitoring.

The previous two satel-
lites in the Cartosat-2 series 
were launched on June 23 
and February 15, from the 
spaceport on the east coast, 
about 90km up Chennai.

As a follow-on mission, 
Cartosat will also relay high 
resolution scene specific 
spot imageries with data 
from its panchromatic and 
multi-spectral cameras op-
erating in time delay inte-
gration mode.

The space scientists are 

taking special measures 
to ensure the 44.4 metre 
rocket will sling the 720kg 
Cartosat and other satel-
lites one-after-one into their 
intended orbits.

“The August 31 mission 
suffered a setback when 
the 320-tonne workhorse 
launcher (PSLV-C39) did 
not separate the heat shield 
to deliver the spare satel-
lite in the Indian Remote 
Navigation Satellite Series 
(IRNSS-H) from its cone-
shaped top-end,” recalled 
another official.

To make up for the lost 
time when launches were 
held up for four months 
pending inquiry into the 
August 31 mission failure, 
the space agency plans to 
have at least one launch a 
month in 2018.

“We have lined up five-
six launches in the first half  
of next year, including two 
for deploying GSAT-6A 
and GSAT-29 advanced 
communication satellites in 
the geo-synchronous orbit 

(36,000km above earth),” 
asserted the official.

The space agency will 
also launch its second lunar 
mission (Chandrayaan-2) to 
the moon, with an orbiter, 
lander and rover for the 
first time.

The 3,290 kg Chn-
drayaan-2 will orbit around 
the moon and study its lu-
nar conditions to collect 
data on its topography, min-
eralogy, exosphere and the 
“presence” of  water ice 
and hydroxyl. On reaching 
the 100 km lunar orbit, the 
lander with the six-wheeled 
rover will separate from 
the spacecraft and descend 
slowly to soft land on the 
lunar surface at a designated 
spot.

“The rover will move 
around the landing site in 
semi-autonomous mode as 
per the ground commands 
while its instruments will 
observe the lunar surface 
and transmit the data for 
analysis of  its soil,” added 
the official.

Mumbai, Dec. 30 (IANS): 
A day after the tragic fire 
in a pub which claimed 
14 lives, the BrihanMum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC)’s demolition 
squads went hammer and 
tongs after illegal fittings, 
extensions and obstacles at 
various locations here on 
Saturday.

A team went to the 
Kamala Mills Compound 
and demolished allegedly 
unauthorised extensions, 
fittings and fixtures and ob-
stacles preventing smooth 
movement in case of  any 
emergencies.

Municipal Commis-
sioner Ajoy Mehta has al-
ready set up 25 teams which 
would inspect implementa-
tion of  safety norms at all 
hotels, restaurants, bars, 
pubs, malls in the sprawling 
Kamala Mills Compound 
and other surrounding areas 
in Lower Parel.

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (IANS): A neutral 
Election Commission (EC) is to a democracy 
what a violin is to a symphony orchestra or 
a vertebra is to the backbone. The EC, in the 
words of  a former Chief  Election Commis-
sioner (CEC), is like a neutral umpire in a 
cricket match -- he officiates from beginning 
to end without participating in the game.

But what if  the players and the spectators 
begin to doubt the impartiality of  the umpire? 
Well, besides taking all the fun out of  the 
match, it will also deprive spectators of  the 
value for the money they paid for the ticket.

The year 2017 will be remembered as a 
year when the EC’s integrity was questioned 
by not one or two but by almost every po-
litical party out of  the ruling coalition. And, 
of  course, by the media, the watchdog in a 
democracy.

It all began with the “unexpected” and 
“shocking” results of  the assembly elec-
tions in five states held in February -- Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and 
Manipur. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
swept the crucial Uttar Pradesh like never 
before -- winning 312 of  the total 403 seats 
-- besides Uttarakhand.

Uttar Pradesh sends 80 MPs to the 
Lok Sabha and it is said that the key to the 
Centre lies in the state. The regional satraps 
-- the ousted Samajwadi Party (SP) and the 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) -- that were 
relegated to the margins with just 47 and 19 
seats respectively, smelt a rat. They blamed 

the manipulated electronic voting machines 
(EVMs) for their devastating defeat.

In fact, it was BSP supremo Mayawati 
who first flagged the issue in no uncertain 
terms at a press conference soon after the 
results were out. Outgoing Chief  Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav reluctantly joined the band-
wagon and then others followed suit.

In Punjab, where the Congress led by 
Amarinder Singh formed a majority govern-
ment, it was Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal who led the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) that raised a storm. The AAP, it was 
reported, had made all preparations for the 
victory procession in the state. The AAP 
leaders were quick to blame the EVMs.

Kejriwal, on his part, had already ques-
tioned the integrity of  one of  the Election 
Commissioners -- O.P. Rawat -- for the 
disqualification case of  21 of  his MLAs for 
holding offices of  profit by being parliamen-
tary secretaries. (Recall that famous “sab mile 
hue hain ji” -- all are involved line?) Rawat 
rescused himself  from the case.

Now, facing an onslaught from all direc-
tions, the then Chief  Election Commissioner, 
Nasim Zaidi, was quick and persistent with 
the denial of  any wrongdoing in the election 
process. The EVMs could not be hacked or 
manipulated, he averred time and again.

In May, Delhi MLA Saurabh Bhardwaj, 
an engineer-turned-politician, demonstrated 
at a special session of  the Delhi Assembly 
how an EVM could be hacked. The ‘tam-

pered’ machine showed that eight votes 
polled in favour of  the AAP went to the BJP.

However, the EC rejected the AAP’s 
claim, saying the machine hacked in the 
Delhi Assembly was a “look-alike” gadget 
and not the actual machine used by it.

“It is common sense that gadgets other 
than ECI EVMs can be programmed to 
perform in a pre-determined way, but it sim-
ply cannot be implied that ECI EVMs will 
behave in the same manner because they are 
technically secured and function under an 
elaborate administrative and security proto-
col,” the EC said in a statement.

On June 3, the EC organised a “hacka-
thon” and invited all the political parties to 
come and hack the machines within certain 
parameters.

Only the Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) and the CPI-M showed interest in 
participating in the challenge. The Commis-
sion brought 14 EVMs from 12 assembly 
constituencies of  Punjab, Uttarakhand and 
Uttar Pradesh for the challenge. Even these 
two parties did not attempt hacking and 
only watched a demonstration of  its safety 
features.

But the spectre of  EVM hacking refused 
to die down with all sorts of  conspiracy theo-
ries floating in the public domain.

Later, in an exclusive interview with 
IANS, then CEC Nasim Zaidi confided that 
in the face of  attacks on the EC, he cared 
least for his personal image and was worried 

about the image of  the institution of  Election 
Commission.

The EC under Zaidi pursued the central 
government to release funds to purchase the 
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
machines that can be fitted with every EVM.

“It is felt that the process of  procurement 
of  VVPATs cannot be delayed any longer 
given prevailing environment,” the Commis-
sion said in its letter on March 22.

After a dozen letters, and in the heat 
of  the raging controversy, the government 
finally yielded and released around Rs 
31,000 crore to buy over 1,600,000 VVPAT 
machines.

With the EC’s assurance that all future 
elections to state assemblies and the Lok 
Sabha will be held with VVPATs, the contro-
versy over rigging of  elections through EVMs 
was finally laid to rest.

A VVPAT machine generates a paper slip 
showing the candidate’s name and party sym-
bol as soon as the voter presses the button on 
the EVM. The slip is visible for seven seconds 
before dropping into a box. These slips can be 
counted in case of  a dispute.

However, the EC again had a bad press 
a few moths later for one of  its “unprec-
edented” decisions. While announcing dates 
for the Himachal Pradesh assembly polls, it 
withheld dates for Gujarat. Thus the Model 
Code of  Conduct (MCC) did not come into 
force in the state as it did in Himachal.

Normally, the schedule of  polls in states 

whose assembly terms end within a month’s 
span are announced together. But this time 
around, the poll panel’s digression from the 
tradition and the set practice raised several 
eyebrows.

The EC’s neutrality once again came un-
der scanner as Chief  Election Commissioner 
A.K. Joti could not give a credible explana-
tion for his actions and mostly resorted to 
technicalities in response to a volley of  ques-
tions from a surprised media.

Joti cited flood relief  as one reason for 
delaying the Gujarat polls. But in 2014, when 
Jammu and Kashmir had not recovered even 
partly from the devastating floods, the same 
poll panel did not feel that relief  work would 
be affected by elections.

The opposition’s allegations and media’s 
scepticism over the EC’s neutrality gained 
currency as Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced sops for Gujarat worth hundreds 
of  crores of  rupees, including a Ro-Ro ferry 
service in the 15-odd day window the state 
got before the model code came into force.

The fact that Joti had worked in Gujarat 
for a long time in several key positions, in-
cluding as the Chief  Secretary under then 
Chief  Minister Narendra Modi, did not help 
his case either.

Nevertheless, the BJP has won in Gujarat 
and the year of  controversies is behind us. 
Wait till 2018 -- when eight states go to the 
polls -- and the 2019 Lok Sabha elections for 
more fireworks on this front.

PTI

BMC bulldozer takes down illegally constructed eateries in the 

Saturday. 

The preliminary inspec-
tion by the BMC on Friday 
detected an authorised par-
tition wall and two rooms, 
besides an illegal plastic 
roof  supported with bam-
boos which was reduced 
to ashes in the early Friday 

morning blaze.
Besides,  the teams 

swooped in on the neigh-
bouring Raghuvanshi Mills 
compound and Phoenix 
Mills complex targeting all 
illegal structures or con-
structions there.

Some of  the places 
where demolitions were 
carried out include the 
China Garden, Revival 
Restaurant, Heera Panna 
Mall, Sky View Cafe, So-
cial Inn and others in the 
vicinity which draw huge 
crowds, especially during 
weekends.

Amidst a public outrage 
with the incident figuring 
in Parliament on Friday, 
the BMC suspended five 
officials including a fire 
brigade officer, hours after 
the conflagration.

Mumbai police went 
into high security mode 
on Saturday with stringent 
orders catching all those 
violating traffic rules, ran-
dom checking of  vehicles, 
roadblocks, detecting in-
ebriated drivers and other 
offences in preparation 
for the December 31 New 
Year Eve celebrations on 
Sunday.

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (PTI): India 
today issued a strong demarche to 
Palestine on the issue of presence of its 
ambassador to Pakistan at an event of  
JuD chief  and Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind Hafiz Saeed, terming it as 
“unacceptable”.

India’s Secretary (economic rela-
tions) Vijay Gokhale in the external 
affairs ministry called Palestinian 
ambassador here Adnan Abu Al Haija 
to the South Block after which the min-
istry said, “the concerns were conveyed 
both in New Delhi to the Palestinian 
Ambassador and in Ramallah to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expa-
triates, State of Palestine.” 

“Government of India has strongly 
conveyed to the Palestinian side that the 

Palestinian Ambassador in Pakistan’s 
association with terrorist Saeed, who 
is proscribed by the United Nations, at 
an event in Rawalpindi on 29.12.2017, 
is unacceptable,” the ministry said in 
a release. It said the Palestinian side 
has conveyed “deep regrets” over the 
incident and assured India that they 
are taking serious cognisance of their 
ambassador’s presence at this event.

“They have said they will deal with 
this matter appropriately. It was also 
conveyed that Palestine highly values its 
relationship with India and stands with 
us in the war against terrorism, and will 
not engage with those who commit acts 
of terror against India,” it said.

The government takes note of the 
assurances given by the Palestine envoy, 

who informed India that his govern-
ment had decided to recall its Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Walid Abu Ali.

Talking to PTI after his meeting, 
Haija said Ali has been recalled for 
attending the rally organised by Saeed.

Asserting that Ali’s action was not 
“acceptable” given the close and friend-
ly ties between India and Palestine, 
the top envoy said Ali has been given 
couple of days to pack and return from 
Islamabad. Palestinian ambassador to 
Pakistan Ali reportedly attended the 
Difah-e-Pakistan Council- organised 
rally in Liaquat Bagh in Rawalpindi 
on Friday.

Difah-e-Pakistan Council is an 
association of religious and extremist 
groups in Pakistan, headed by Saeed.

New Delhi ,  Dec  .30 
(IANS): Air quality in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR) worsened to “severe” 
on Saturday with a drop in 
wind speed and lowering 
of effluents’ mixing height, 
officials said.

According to the Central 
Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB), the air quality 
across 16 active monitoring 
stations of Delhi was severe, 
with major pollutant PM2.5 
or particle with diameter 
less than 2.5 micrometres re-
corded at 274 units at about 
8.00 p.m. -- about 11 times 
the international safe limit.

The Air Quality Index 
(AQI) of Delhi on Saturday 
was 395 points, on a scale of  
0 to 500, considered “very 
poor” and on the verge of  
turning into “severe”. On 
Friday, the AQI was 364 
points in Delhi.

The mixing height is 
where the effluents get 
mixed with the air, and the 
air pollution increases with 
lower mixing height.

On Saturday, eight re-
gions saw “severe-plus or 
emergency” level air qual-
ity, with PM2.5 ranging 
between 320 to 410 units 
-- 12 to 14 times the interna-
tional safe standards. Anand 
Vihar in east Delhi with 410 
units of PM2.5 and Vasund-
hara in Ghaziabad with 379 
PM2.5 were the most pol-
luted areas.

Six other areas, includ-
ing Lodhi Road, Dwarka, 
R.K. Puram and Siri Fort, 
saw a “severe” air quality, 
with PM2.5 ranging be-
tween 263 to 292 units. The 
national safe limit for PM2.5 
is 60 microgrammes per 
cubic metre, while the inter-
national is 25 units.

Gandhinagar, Dec. 30 
(IANS): Even as Gujarat 
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin 
Patel on Saturday continued 
to sulk over not being given 
key portfolios in the new 
Council of Ministers, Patidar 
quota leader Hardik Patel 
asserted that he should leave 
the BJP and join the Congress 
party.

“I and my supporters are 
prepared to talk to the Con-
gress leadership to welcome 
Nitin Patel in the party if  
he and 10 other MLAs are 
willing to resign and come,” 

Hardik Patel told reporters in 
Ahmedabad.

“If the BJP can’t take care 
of a senior leader like Nitin 
Patel who has spent many 
years in building the party, 
and must be respected, if  
they can’t, Nitin Patel should 
leave the party,” the firebrand 
leader, whose reservation 
movement caused a major 
dent in the ruling party’s elec-
toral prospects in the just 
concluded assembly elections, 
said.

He claimed he was willing 
to recommend to the Con-

gress leadership to “accom-
modate Nitinbhai in a senior 
position” in the party and that 
he should come with “at least 
10 MLAs”.

The Patidar leader also 
exhorted BJP’s Patel leaders 
to back the Deputy Chief  
Minister.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister has been sulking after 
the key Finance, Urban De-
velopment and Petrochemi-
cals portfolios were snatched 
away from him to accom-
modate Saurabh Patel, who 
was dropped in the previous 

Vijay Rupani government. 
Rupani has retained Urban 
Development with himself, 
while giving away Finance 
and Petrochemicals to Sau-
rabh Patel.

Miffed over this, Nitin 
Patel kept away from office 
in the Sachivalaya in Gandhi-
nagar on Friday while all his 
newly-inducted colleagues 
took charge. Amid specula-
tion that he may even resign 
from the party, the Deputy 
Chief Minister did not even 
use his official vehicle and 
escort.

Nawada (Bihar), Dec. 
30 (PTI): Union Minister 
Giriraj Singh today hailed 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar for pursuing 
politics of  development 
coupled with social re-
form measures like pro-
hibition and campaign 
against dowry and child 
marriage.

Addressing a func-
tion at Paura village in 
the district s Sadar block, 
where he shared dias 
with Kumar, Singh made 
an apparent reference 
to the JD(U) president 
s move of  severing ties 
with the Grand Alliance 
and rejoining the BJP-led 
NDA, to say “he chose 
development over pop-
ulism”.

Kumar, who is course 
of Vikas Samiksha Yatra 
, review meeting of gov-
ernment programmes, 
laid foundation stones for 
schemes worth Rs 175 
crore.

Singh, who is also the 
BJP Lok Sabha mem-

ber from Nawada, said 
many people here have 
remarked that it is after a 
long time that the Bihar 
CM and I are sharing 
stage. 

My reply is that nei-
ther he nor we (BJP) had 
ever given up the politics 
of development. And de-
velopment is the glue that 
has bound us together 
once again”.

Kumar in his brief  
address expressed satis-
faction over the progress 
made in sectors like road 
and power and reiterated 
his government s resolve 
to make available safe 
drinking water to all.

S i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
Singh, who holds the 
Micro,Small and Medi-
um Enterprises portfolio, 
has been known to share 
cold vibes with Kumar 
even while he was a min-
ister in the government 
headed by the JD(U) pres-
ident until the alliance 
between the two parties 
snapped in 2013.

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (PTI): The Aam 
Aadmi Party appears split over Rajya 
Sabha nominations, with a section in the 
party suggesting that it should nominate 
outsiders to the Upper House, an AAP 
leader has said. Elections to three Rajya 
Sabha seats from Delhi would be held 
on January 16. The AAP, which enjoys 
a brute majority in the 70-member Delhi 
Assembly, is all set to win all the three 
seats.

A group of  AAP leaders has em-
phasised on sending to the Rajya Sabha 
people from the fields of economics, law 
and social work. 

This would also help the AAP leader-
ship deal with the internal rift over Rajya 

Sabha berths. The AAP had approached 
former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan 
in this regard but he declined the offer.  

Many in the AAP view it as a tactic 
to counter senior leader Kumar Vishwas, 
a strong contender for a Rajya Sabha 
berth. 

However, his nomination is unlikely 
given the uneasy equation he has with 
some senior AAP leaders, the party 
leader said. But if other leaders are given 
preference over Vishwas, who has sup-
port of several MLAs and volunteers, the 
rift in the party could widen.

Another section of  the AAP is in 
favour of sending senior party leaders to 
the Upper House. 

On Thursday, supporters of Vishwas 
pitched tents in the party office demand-
ing that leaders who have worked in the 
anti-corruption movement should be 
sent to the Rajya Sabha Names of senior 
party leader Sanjay Singh and Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s close confi-
dant Ashutosh are doing the rounds.

However, Kejriwal has kept the cards 
close to his chest. “Many leaders who are 
in the core decision-making body of the 
party are themselves in the race. So it is 
Kejriwal and his deputy Manish Sisodia 
who will decide on the nominations,” 
another AAP leader said.

The last date to file nominations for 
the three Rajya Sabha seats is January 5.



Washington, Dec. 30 
(IANS): The Trump ad-
ministration may with-
hold $225 million in gov-
ernment aid to Pakistan 
over frustration with the 
country’s handling of  
terror groups within its 
borders.

Administration of-
ficials met this month to 
decide whether to can-
cel the aid, officials told 
The New York Times 
in a report published on 
Friday. The aid package 
was already delayed in 
August.

A final decision is 
expected to come in the 
next few weeks, officials 
said. They did not detail 
what conditions Pakistan 
would have to meet to 
receive the aid. 

US officials have long 
expressed frustration 

with Pakistan, accusing 
the government of being 
slow to stamp out terror-
ist networks.

Raising pressure 
on Pakistan, Trump in 
August, unveiled a new 
US strategy for the war 
in Afghanistan aimed 
at defeating the Afghan 
Taliban and the Haqqani 
Network, an affiliated 
group that operates in 
Pakistan.

Trump at the time 
said Pakistan “gives safe 
haven to agents of chaos, 
violence and terror” and 
vowed the administration 
would be tougher on the 
country. 

The US President 
again singled out Paki-
stan for criticism when 
he announced his na-
tional security strategy 
earlier this month. “We 

make massive payments 
every year to Pakistan,” 
he said. “They have to 
help.”

Vice President Mike 
Pence reinforced that 
message in a visit to Af-
ghanistan just before 
Christmas, telling cheer-
ing American troops 
that “President Trump 
has put Pakistan on no-
tice”. 

The reaction of  his 
audience was notable, 
analysts said, since the 
Pentagon has historically 
been one of  Pakistan’s 
defenders in Washington 
because of its longstand-
ing ties to the Pakistani 
military, the New York 
Times reported.

In July, Defence 
Secretary James Mattis 
previously stalled a $50 
million aid package to 

the country in July by 
withholding a certifica-
tion that Pakistan had 
done enough to fight the 
Haqqani Network.

The certification is 
required by Congress for 
the yearly military grant 
made to Pakistan, a na-
tion classified as a major 
non-NATO US ally.

Pakistan “did not 
take substantial action 
against the Afghan Tali-
ban or (the Haqqani 
Network) or substan-
tially limit their ability to 
threaten US interests in 
Afghanistan,” stated an 
annual State Department 
report on terrorism.

A State Department 
official said Pakistan’s 
actions will ultimately 
determine the course of  
“security assistance in the 
future”. 

Pyong yang,  Dec.  30 
(IANS): North Korea will 
remain committed to the 
country’s nuclear develop-
ment in 2018, according to a 
report released on Saturday 
by state-media.

“Do not expect any 
change in its policy,” CNN 
quoted the Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) re-
port titled “No Force Can 
Prevail over Independence 
and Justice” as saying.

“Its entity as an invin-
cible power can neither 
be undermined nor be 
stamped out. North Korea, 
as a responsible nuclear 
weapons state, will lead 
the trend of  history to the 
only road of  independence 
and justice, weathering all 
tempests on this planet,” 
it added.

North Korea will “con-
tinue bolstering the capa-
bilities for self-defence and 
pre-emptive attack with the 
nuclear force as the pivot as 
long as the US and its vas-
sal forces persist in nuclear 
threat”, the report said.

I t  b o a s t e d  a b o u t 
Pyongyang’s new capability 
to strike “the heart of  the 
US” and a new “status” as 
a “world-class nuclear pow-

Islamabad, Dec. 30 (PTI): 
Pakistan today claimed that 
India has denied visas to 
nearly 200 pilgrims who 
wanted to visit the country 
to participate in the death 
anniversary ceremony of  
Hazrat Khawaja Nizamud-
din Auliya.

The Foreign Office said 
in a statement that “Pakistan 
regrets the last minute post-
ponement and non-issuance 
of  visas by India” for the 
visit of 192 devotees to par-
ticipate in the Urs ceremony 

(death anniversary) in New 
Delhi from January 1- 8.

“As a result of  this In-
dian decision, the Pakistani 
Zaireen (devotees) would 
be deprived of the opportu-
nity to participate in the Urs, 
which is of  special signifi-
cance,” the statement said.

The visit was to take 
place under the provisions of  
the 1974 Pakistan-India Pro-
tocol on Visits to Religious 
Shrines and is an annual 
feature.

“This is unfortunate and 

runs counter to the letter and 
spirit of  the 1974 Protocol 
and objective of  people-to-
people contacts,” it said 

The statement said that 
besides being violative of  
the bilateral Protocol, and 
the basic human right to 
religious freedom, such 
measures also undermined 
the efforts aimed at im-
proving the environment, 
increasing people-to-people 
contacts and normalising 
relations between the two 
countries.

Jerusalem, Dec. 30 (IANS): A Palestinian 
man died on Saturday of injuries he suffered 
in clashes with Israeli soldiers near the border 
of the Gaza Strip.

The clashes took place on Friday in the 
Al-Bureij refugee camp during demonstra-
tions against US President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital. Jamal Mohamed Musleh, 20, from 
the central town of al-Maghazi, died after 
being admitted to a hospital, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry said.

At least 50 protestors were shot with live 
rounds when the Palestinians approached 
the border with Israel and clashed with the 
soldiers. On December 6, Trump announced 

his decision on Jerusalem and said that the 
US will move its embassy to the holy city 
from Tel Aviv.

Sixteen Palestinians have died since 
then. According to the Health Ministry, 13 
people died from gunshots, two Islamic Ji-
had militants died in Gaza while preparing 
to launch a missile at Israel and a woman 
died due to heart attack which she suffered 
when the Israeli Army raided her home in 
the West Bank.

Thousands of Palestinians took to the 
streets in Gaza and the West Bank for the 
fourth consecutive Friday, in protests that 
often end in clashes with the Israeli security 
forces.

Ankara, Dec. 30 
(IANS): Turkey and 
Russia have inked a 
loan agreement in 
Ankara for purchase 
of  the S-400 missile 
defence system worth 
$2.5 billion, a Turkish 
official said.

Russia will provide 
Turkey with four bat-
teries of S-400 surface-
to-air missile system 
under the deal and 
the latter will pay 45 
per cent of  the cost 
up front with Mos-
cow providing loans 
to cover the remaining 
55 per cent, Xinhua 

news agency reported 
on Friday.

The two countries 
had reached an agree-
ment for the purchase, 
but have been discuss-
ing on a loan provid-
ed by Russia. Turk-
ish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said 
Turkey will borrow 
the loan on Russian 
ruble, instead of  US 
dollar, so the debt will 
be cheaper for Ankara. 
“We will not borrow 
over dollar, we will 
borrow over rubles. 

The Treasury’s 
debt will be cheaper,” 

Erdogan told journal-
ists on Wednesday.

The first delivery 
of  the S-400 missile 
system is scheduled 
to be accomplished in 
March 2020.

The S-400 is Rus-
sia’s most advanced 
long-range anti-aircraft 
missile system and can 
carry three types of  
missiles capable of  
destroying targets, in-
cluding ballistic and 
cruise missiles.

Turkey is the first 
NATO member state 
to purchase the S-400 
missile system.

Tehran, Dec 30 (PTI/AFP): The Iranian govern-
ment warned people against further protests today 
after two days of demonstrations sparked by anger 
over an array of economic problems.

State news channel IRINN said it had been 
banned from covering the protests that spread from 
second city Mashhad on Thursday to hit several 
towns and cities.

The protests initially targeted economic prob-
lems, but quickly turned against the Islamic regime 
as a whole. US President Donald Trump warned 
“the world is watching” after dozens of  dem-
onstrators were arrested. Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi dismissed Trump’s 
comments as “irrelevant” and “opportunistic”.

Media coverage inside Iran focused almost 
exclusively on pro-regime rallies held on Saturday 
to mark the defeat of the last major protest move-
ment in 2009, which hardliners call “the sedition”.

The timing was coincidental, since the rallies 
are held every year on this day, but offered a handy 
show of strength to the regime as huge crowds of  
black-clad supporters gathered across the country.

“The enemy wants once again to create a new 
plot and use social media and economic issues to 
foment a new sedition,” Ayatollah Mohsen Araki 
told a crowd in Tehran, according to the conserva-
tive Fars news agency.

Video footage on social media showed hun-
dreds marching through the holy city of Qom on 
Friday evening, with people chanting “Death to the 
dictator” and “Free political prisoners”.

There were even chants in favour of the mon-
archy toppled by the Islamic revolution of 1979, 
while others criticised the regime for supporting the 
Palestinians and other regional movements rather 
than focusing on problems at home.

Footage showed thousands gathered in the 
cities of Rasht, Hamedan, Kermanshah, Qazvin 
and elsewhere, with police responding with water 
cannons. Officials were quick to blame outside 
forces for the unrest. She posted images from Twit-
ter accounts based in the United States and Saudi 
Arabia, voicing support for the Mashhad protests.

Nonetheless, officials warned against dismiss-
ing the public anger seen in recent days.

London, Dec. 30 (IANS): 
One of British Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May’s key advis-
ers, Lord Andrew Adonis, 
has announced he is quitting 
his role, describing Brexit as 
a “populist and nationalist 
spasm”.

Adonis, who was ap-
pointed as her infrastruc-
ture adviser in 2015, said 
May was “pursuing a course 
fraught with danger” over 
the UK’s EU departure, the 
BBC reported.

The one-time Secretary 
of State in Tony Blair’s La-
bour government resigned 
as chair of  the National 
Infrastructure Commission. 

He was already a high-
profile campaigner against 
Brexit.

A government source 
said: “He’s been moving 
closer towards the exit door 
with each new onslaught 
he makes against Brexit. 
He’s now walked through 
the door before he was 
pushed.”

Adonis later insisted it 
had been his decision to 
leave, as his “differences 

with the government had 
become too great”.

In his letter to 10 Down-
ing Street, Adonis, who 
would now sit in the un-
elected House of Lords, told 
May: “The European Union 
Withdrawal Bill is the worst 
legislation of my lifetime. 

“It arrives soon in the 
House of  Lords and I feel 
duty-bound to oppose it 
relentlessly from the Labour 
benches.”

He told May her govern-
ment “is hurtling towards 
the EU’s emergency exit 
with no credible plan for the 
future of  British trade and 
European cooperation”. 

He also claimed that 
Brexit was causing a nervous 
breakdown across White-
hall, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

He said: “If Brexit hap-
pens, taking us back into 
Europe will become the 
mission of  our children’s 
generation, who will marvel 
at your acts of destruction.”

There was no immediate 
official response from 10, 
Downing Street.

Washington, Dec. 30 (PTI/
AFP): US Secretary of  
Defence Jim Mattis today 
warned President Bashar 
al-Assad against launching 
an offensive against US-sup-
ported Syrian Kurds, after 
the Syrian leader recently 
slammed them as “traitors.” 

“That would be a mis-
take,” Mattis told reporters 
at the Pentagon.

Assad and rebel Kurd-
ish forces have recently ex-
changed angry words, stok-
ing fears that fighting might 
break out between the two 
camps.

There is currently a de-
marcation line between ar-
eas controlled by the US-led 
coalition battling jihadists 
with the Islamic State group, 
mainly in eastern Syria, and 
those controlled by Syria 
and its Russian allies in west-
ern Syria.

 Assad had criticised the 
semi-autonomous Kurds in 
the past, but his mid-Decem-
ber comments were harsher 
than any since the Syrian 
unrest broke out in 2011.

Long Beach (US), 
Dec. 30 (AP/PTI): 
Two people including 
a gunman were killed 
today and another was 
injured in a shooting at 
a Southern California 
law office that authori-
ties called workplace 
violence.

A murder investi-
gation was underway 
at the scene, Long 
Beach police said.

T h e  wo u n d e d 
person was taken to 
a hospital, said Long 
Beach Mayor Robert 
Garcia, who described 
the person’s condition 
as stable.

It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether the 
gunman shot himself  
or was shot by police.

Authorities em-
phasised that it was 
not an active shooter 

9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, December 31, 2017

PTI

PTI

 

AP/PTI

US weighs withholding 
$255m in aid to Pakistan

Will remain committed to nuclear 
development in 2018 — N.Korea

‘192 Pak pilgrims denied visa 
by India for Nizamuddin’s Urs’ 

Palestinian dies in clash 
with Israeli soldiers

Turkey, Russia sign S-400 
missile system loan deal

Iran warns against ‘illegal gatherings’ after protests

British PM’s key advisor 
quits over Brexit

Syrian offensive against Kurds 
would be a ‘mistake’— Mattis

Authorities say two dead including 
gunman at California office 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Child playing with stove caused 
New York apartment blaze
New York, Dec. 30 (IANS): The fire that ripped through 
an apartment building here, killing 12 people, appears to 
have been caused by a youngster who was playing with a 
stove, New York’s mayor has said. “What we think at this 
point is that it unfortunately emanated from an accident, 
a young child playing with a stove on the first floor of the 
building,” Bill de Blasio said on Friday during his weekly 
radio show on WNYC, Efe news reported. The blaze at 
the five-storey building in the Bronx began at around 6.50 
p.m. on Thursday and spread rapidly. De Blasio said the 
toll could rise. “We’ve lost 12 people. We could lose more. 
There are some still fighting for their lives,” the mayor 
said of what he had earlier described as “the worst fire 
tragedy we have seen in this city in a quarter century.” 
Four children were among the victims, the youngest just 
a year old. More than 160 firefighters battled the flames, 
according to the Fire Department of New York.

Ex-Egyptian President sentenced 
for insulting judiciary
Cairo, Dec. 30 (IANS): An Egyptian court on Saturday 
sentenced ousted President Mohamed Morsi to three 
years in jail for insulting the judiciary. Eighteen members 
of Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood group received the same 
verdict on the same charges, reports Xinhua news agency. 
The defendants were accused of insulting the judiciary 
system, offending judges and inciting hatred against 
them, according to court documents. Morsi is currently 
serving a 20-year prison sentence over inciting deadly 
clashes between his supporters and opponents in 2012 
and a 25-year jail term over leaking classified documents 
to Qatar. Most Brotherhood leaders also are currently 
detained and many of them have been handed death 
sentences and lengthy jail terms over various charges 
varying from inciting violence and murder to espionage 
and jailbreak.

3 killed in shooting in Houston
wHouston, Dec. 30 (IANS): Three persons, including 
the gunman, have been killed in a shooting incident in 
Houston in the US state of Texas, police said. Houston 
Police Department Executive Assistant Chief  Troy 
Finner told reporters on Friday in a briefing that the 
shooter, who was a former employee of an auto repair 
shop, shot and killed two employees at the shop, Xinhua 
news agency reported.  The shooter then walked out to 
the yard and shot himself dead, said the police officer. 
Finner said there were multiple people inside the shop 
when the shooting happened. He said police have 
contacted the family of  the shooter, but declined to 
confirm the gender of the shooter. No other injuries have 
been reported. The motive for the shooting is unknown 
at this time. Police said more detailed information would 
be released after investigation

Man holds 23 relatives hostage in 
Pakistan after gambling loss
Islamabad, Dec. 30 (IANS): A man held 23 of  his 
relatives hostage in Pakistan’s Rawalpindi city after 
they refused to lend him money following losses he 
suffered in gambling. The 30-year-old man, who had 
been running a business in the construction sector, lost 
all his fortune in gambling and asked his family to give 
him money to establish the business again, Geo News 
reported. The report said that he held them hostage at 
gunpoint after the family refused to pay him, and he shot 
and injured his father-in-law. The family’s neighbours 
informed police about the incident after which a child 
was rescued. The man was said to be suffering from 
some mental illness and was also under the influence 
of drugs. A city police officer later said the police have 
arrested the accused.

Egypt’s Morsi sentenced to three 
years in prison 
Cairo, Dec. 30 (PTI/AFP): An Egyptian court 
sentenced ousted Islamist president Mohamed Morsi 
to three years in prison along with 19 other defendants 
today for “insulting the judiciary,” his lawyer said. The 
other defendants include former members of parliament, 
activists and three journalists. Morsi had already 
been sentenced to a total of 45 years in prison in two 
other trials after the military ousted him in 2013. The 
defendants had all been charged with making statements 
deemed insulting to the judiciary. Five other defendants, 
including jailed activist Alaa Abdel Fattah, were fined 
30,000 pounds each. Morsi was also ordered to pay two 
million pounds to the head of the judges’ syndicate and 
another judge, while 22 other defendants were ordered 
to pay one million pounds to the head of the syndicate. 
Morsi’s lawyer Abdel Moneim Abdel Maqsud told 
AFP that he would appeal the verdict. The crackdown 
extended to other opponents of then army chief  now 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who was elected a year 
after Morsi’s overthrow.

Morocco, Sierra Leone vow to 
cement ties
Rabat, Dec. 30 (IANS): Morocco and Sierra Leone 
have expressed strong willingness to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. The statement was made on Friday during 
talks between Moroccan Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita 
and a high-level delegation from Sierra Leone led by 
Samura Kamara, envoy of Sierra Leone President, and 
the country’s Finance Minister Kaifala Marah. The talks 
focused on ways to strengthen bilateral cooperation, 
notably in the economic field. “We are at a point where 
we need to broaden the scope of cooperation between our 
two countries at the national, regional and international 
levels to strengthen our diplomatic relations and 
especially to develop investments,” Marah said. He said 
the two countries share the same goal of raising the level 
of bilateral ties, underlining the promising opportunities, 
especially in the areas of agriculture and trade.

Unesco chief  regrets Israel’s 
withdrawal
Paris, Dec. 30 (IANS): Audrey Azoulay, Director 
General of  Paris-based Unesco has regretted Israel’s 
move to quit the UN education and culture body, noting 
the necessity to dialogue to bridge gap among member 
states. “In my capacity as Director-General of Unesco, 
I was officially notified today by the Israeli Government 
of Israel’s withdrawal from the Organization effective on 
December 31, 2018, a decision which was announced 
on October 12, 2017,” Azoulay said in a statement on 
Friday, Xinhua news agency reported. Israel has been a 
member of Unesco since 1949, “I regret this deeply, as it 
is my conviction that it is inside Unesco and not outside 
it that States can best seek to overcome differences in the 
Organization’s fields of competence,” Azoulay stressed. 
In the face of  disagreements among member states, 
engaging fully in the work of Unesco makes possible 
sustained dialogue, cooperation and partnerships that are 
more necessary than ever, she added. On October 12, the 
US formally notified the Unesco that it would withdraw 
from the organization on December 31, 2018. 

situation, despite initial 
reports they received 
at about 2:25 pm (lo-
cal time). “This was 
a workplace violence 
incident,” Long Beach 
police tweeted.

Video showed peo-
ple running from a two-
story office building 
shouting about a shoot-
ing inside. The building 
is home to several law 
offices, but authori-
ties have not specified 
which firm it was.

T h e  s h o o t i n g 
brought a massive re-
sponse from police, 
who filled the sur-
rounding blocks after 
the shooting.

The office is about 
20 miles south of  
downtown Los Angeles 
in Long Beach, a city of  
about 460,000 people 
on the southern tip of  
LA County.

er”.  The report said North 
Korea will “deal with the 
US’s most ferocious declara-
tion of war with fire surely 
and definitely”.

Throughout 2017, North 
Korea has conducted a se-
ries of ballistic missile tests, 
despite constant criticism 
from the West and trade 
sanctions, CNN reported.

The most provocative 
moment came on Novem-
ber 29 when North Korea 
said it successfully tested a 
new type of intercontinental 
ballistic missile, topped with 
a “super-large heavy war-
head”, which was capable 
of striking the US mainland.

This missile flew higher 
and farther than any other 
previous tests and came 
came after a break of almost 
two months in testing.

The UN Security Coun-
cil responded by adopting a 
new set of severe US-drafted 
sanctions designed to fur-
ther strangle North Korea’s 
energy supplies and tighten 
restrictions on smuggling 
and the use of North Korean 
workers overseas.

North Korea called 
those sanctions “an act of  
war” and said the US and 
other nations that supported 
the strict measures will pay a 
heavy price.

“When we talk about 
those referred to as ‘the 
Kurds’, they are in fact not 
just Kurds,” Assad said in 
remarks released by the Syr-
ian presidency.

“All those who work for 
a foreign country, mainly 
those under American com-
mand... are traitors.” 

The comments prompt-
ed an angry response from 
the Kurdish-dominated 
Syrian Democratic Force 
(SDF), which seized swaths 

of northern and eastern Syr-
ia from the IS in a months- 
long assault backed by US-
led coalition air support.

It was Assad’s regime 
“that flung the country’s 
doors wide open to hordes 
of  foreign terrorists from 
across the world,” the SDF 
said in a statement.

They accused the regime 
of freeing “terrorists” from 
its prisons so they could 
“shed the blood of Syrians 
of all stripes.” 

In early December a 
Pentagon spokesman said 
that US forces would remain 
in Syria “as long as neces-
sary” -- and on Friday Mattis 
added that US diplomats 
will soon be on the ground 
in eastern Syria to organize 
de-mining and reconstruc-
tion projects.

“What we will be doing 
is shifting from what I would 
call ... an offensive terrain 
seizing approach to a stabil-
ising” operation, he said.

Mattis did not say what 
legal basis will be used to 
send in US diplomats to 
Syria, as the US-led coalition 
is authorised under Article 
51 of  the United Nations 
charter only to battle IS ji-
hadists.

The Assad regime con-
trols about 55 per cent of  
Syria after defeating rebels 
and jihadists with Russian 
support. Kurdish forces 
control 28 per cent of  the 
country. When asked if the 
ultimate US objective was 
to partition Syria, Mattis’s 
response was succinct: “No.
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Anupam Kher wraps schedule for 511th film
Veteran actor Anupam Kher has wrapped a shoot schedule for his 511th film. He 
says that it has always been a pleasure shooting at various locations in Jharkhand. 
“As I finish this schedule of  my untitled 511th film, I thank the people, the 
administration, the Rana family and the security people of  Ranchi for their love, 
warmth and hospitality. As always it was a pleasure shooting at the various loca-
tions in Jharkhand,” Anupam tweeted on Saturday. The actor, 62, also met the 
Chief  Minister of  Jharkhand Raghubar Das and said that it was a pleasure meet-
ing him. “It is always a pleasure to meet Jharkhand Chief  Minister,” Anupam 
tweeted on Friday.  Anupam has previously shot here for films like “M.S. Dhoni: 
The Untold Story” and “Ranchi Diaries”.  (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm and 8 pm: 
Tiger Zinda Hai 

5 pm: JUMANJI welcome 
to the jungle (Eng)

Ringo Starr, Barry Gibb to be knighted CBFC seeks several cuts, change 
in name for certifying ‘Padmavati’

Bruno Mars, Mark Ronson sued

B
eatles drummer 
Ringo Starr and 
the Bee Gees’ 
Barry Gibb 
are among the 

British luminaries who will 
receive knighthoods as part 
of Queen Elizabeth’s an-
nual New Year’s Honours 
list.

Singer-songwriter Barry 
said he was “humbled and 
very proud” by his knighthood for 
services to music and charity, 
reports bbc.com.

Made a CBE 
(Order of the 
British Em-
pire) 

in 2002 alongside 
his late brothers 
and bandmates, 
Maurice and 

Robin, Barry 
said: “It is as 
much theirs 
as it is mine. 

The magic, 
the glow, and 
the rush will 
last me the rest 

of  

my life.”
The Bee Gees band grew up 

in Manchester and tasted success 
in the 1960s, before going on to 
record the best-selling “Saturday 
Night Fever” soundtrack in 1977.

Starr’s honour for services to 
music - given 
under 
his 

real name, Richard Starkey, was 
leaked before the announcement. 
It comes 20 years after singer and 
bandmate Paul McCartney was 
knighted and adds to the 1965 
MBE received by all four Beatles.

Starr said: “It’s great! It’s an 
honour and a pleasure to be con-
sidered and acknowledged for my 
music and my charity work, both 
of which I love. Peace and love.” 

Receiving damehood is 
Darcey Bussell, a judge on the 

hit British television show 
“Strictly Come Dancing” 
and a former dancer with 
the Royal Ballet.

Apart from entertain-
ment, people from several 
other categories were feted 
with the honour. 

Other well-known 
musicians who have been 

knighted include names like 
Rod Stewart, Mick Jagger, 
Elton John and Ray Davies.

IANS

T
he Central Board of Film Cer-
tification (CBFC) has decided 
to give a U/A certificate “along 
with some modifications” to 
Sanjay Leela Bhansalis contro-

versial film “Padmavati” and has asked the 
filmmaker to “likely” change the movie’s 
title to “Padmavat”.

The film was also asked to give a few 
disclaimers -- one of them regarding not 
glorifying the practice of Sati and also rele-
vant modifications in the song “Ghoomar” 
to befit the character portrayed, a CBFC 
statement said. The decision was taken 
after an examining committee meeting was 
held on Thursday in presence of CBFC 
chief Prasoon Joshi. The special panel con-
sisted of Arvind Singh from Udaipur, Dr 
Chandramani Singh and professor K.K. 
Singh of Jaipur University.

According to the CBFC, the film was 
approached with a “balanced view keep-
ing in mind both the filmmakers and the 
society”. The board asked for several cuts, 
and a name change, before giving the film 
the certification for showing in theatres in 
India. According to some reports, 26 cuts 
were ordered.

Considering the complexities and 
concerns around the film, the requirement 
for a special panel was felt by CBFC “to 
add perspective to the final decision of the 
official committee,” the CBFC said.

The final 3D application of the film 
was submitted to CBFC on Thursday 
(December 28).

The certificate will be issued once the 
required modifications are carried out and 
final material submitted, the board said.

“Padmavati”, which was earlier slated 
for release on December 1, got embroiled 
into controversies after the Karni Sena, an 
organisation of the Rajput community, 
urged a nationwide ban on the film claim-
ing that it “distorts historical facts”. 

Members of the political organisation 

also physically assaulted Bhansali during 
the film’s shooting in Jaipur earlier this 
year. They even burnt the sets of the movie 
in outskirts of Mumbai.

Later on, Bhansali appeared before a 
Parliamentary committee and maintained 
that the row over the yet-to-be released 
movie was just based on rumours, strongly 
rejecting charges that he had distorted 
“historical” facts about the possibly mytho-
logical Rajput queen, played by Deepika 
Padukone in the film. The row took an 
ugly turn when threats were issued against 
Bhansali and Deepika.

“Padmavati” also features Ranveer 
Singh and Shahid Kapoor.

IANS

S
inger Bruno Mars and musician 
Mark Ronson have been sued for 
their hit single “Uptown funk”.

Female rappers group The 
Sequence believe the song is “too 

similar” to their hit single “Funk you up” 
released in 1979, reports tmz.com.

The Sequence is seeking a jury trial 
and financial restitution as they believe that 
“Uptown funk” has “significant and sub-
stantially similar compositional elements” 
of “Funk you up”.

The group consisted of Cheryl Cook, 
Gwendolyn Chisolm and Angie Brown 

Stone.
They have demanded an undisclosed 

amount of money from Mars and Ronson 
for copying “Uptown funk”.

This is not the first time when “Up-
town funk” has got Mars and Ronson into 
legal trouble.

In September earlier this year, a suit 
was filed by Lastrada Entertainment 
Company, Ltd -- the music publishing 
house that holds the copyright to popular 
band Zapp’s 1980 song “More bounce to 
the ounce”.

IANS

PTI/AP
File Photo - People of Rajput community protest 
against film ‘Padmava ’ in Surat. Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s film ‘Padmava ’has been passed by the  
Central Board of Film Cer fica on (CBFC) with a U/A 
cer ficate on Saturday with the condi on that the 
film’s tle is changed from ‘Padmava ’ to ‘Padmavat’.

Aaron Carter 
opens up 
about Michael 
Jackson’s 
death

$300,000 stolen from 
Stan Lee’s account

Birthday GreetingsI hope I get roles 
that I can do justice 
to— Pooja Hegde

H
er first film “Mohenjo Daro” may have 
bombed at the box office, but actor Pooja 
Hegde says she intends to play good roles 
on-screen and keep working hard.

“Mohenjo Daro”, written and directed 
by Ashutosh Gowariker, released in 2016 and starred 
Hrithik Roshan and Pooja in the lead roles.

The much-awaited film failed to click at the ticket 
window and was panned by the critics as well.

However, the 27-year-old actor, who made her debut 
with the movie, says a film’s failure is hard on a new-
comer.

“When a film doesn’t do well, it kind of sets you back.
However, people liked me in the film... that was the 

feedback that I got. Hopefully I get a few roles that I can 
do justice to,” Pooja told PTI.

Despite the disappointment, Pooja is optimistic about 
her career and said that she will be signing a new movie 
soon.

“It was in my contract that I can’t sign any new project 
before the release of ‘Mohenjo Daro’... But I will be mak-
ing an announcement soon.” 

The actor said that the film was a “bittersweet” 
experience for her and believes that the fate of movie is in 
nobody’s hands.

“It was kind of bittersweet. It was upsetting because 
I spent two years of my life on that film. The fate of a 
movie is never in your hands. All you can do is to give 
your 100 per cent. You just have to take whatever you get 
and work harder in your next film,” she said.

Pooja said she would like to star in a coming-of-age 
movie.

PTI

“But as for me, it is good to be near God, I have 
made the sovereign Lord my refuge” Psalms 73:28

Happy 75th birthday Oba.
You mean the world to us. There is no one else 

on earth like a dad.... One who cares so completely 
and loves so deeply.

Thank you Oba for giving us the kind of love that 
made all the difference throughout our lives.

From wife, children, grandchildren and in laws

S
inger Aaron 
Carter has 
opened up about 
his friend-
ship with late 

Michael Jackson and how 
he is determined to live 
despite getting down to 
the same weight as the 
King of  Pop when he 
died.

“There were times 
when I would get scared. 
I would stress out because 
of  all the stuff  going on 
inside of  me, and then 
I’d lose all this weight, 
and then I get in a bad 
relationship. Then that 
s*** would stress me 
out, and then I would be 
emaciated - 115 pounds. I 
couldn’t believe it,” Carter 
told usmagazine.com.

“Michael died at 115 
pounds. It was heart-
breaking,” Carter contin-
ued, referring to Jackson, 
who passed away in June 
2009 from the combina-
tion of  drugs in his body 
at the time. 

“I love Michael, but 
that’s not going to be me. 
Look at me. Look at my 
transformation, in months 
… My health is very 
important. Health is very 
important for everybody, 
and I was so scared.” 

The former child star 
checked into a rehabilita-
tion centre at the end of  
September after being 
arrested for driving under 
the influence and posses-
sion of  marijuana that 
summer.

IANS

M
arvel Com-
ics icon 
Stan Lee 
has filed 
a police 

complaint claiming that 
$300,000 has been stolen 
from his account.

The 95-year-old filed 
the complaint on Tuesday 
after discovering that the 

money 
had 

been withdrawn without 
his knowledge, reports 
tmz.com.

People who look after 
Lee’s account discovered 
a cheque for the miss-
ing amount marked as a 
“loan” that they believe 
may have been forged.

The cheque was made 
out to “Hands Of Respect 
LLC”, which is a merchan-
dising company. 

The website claimed 
that “neither Lee nor his 
money managers wrote 
or authorised the transac-
tion”. 

Beverly Hills Police 
Department is currently 
investigating the possible 
forgery. 

Lee has created 
comic book characters like 
Spider-Man, The Hulk and 
Iron Man.

IANS



11SPORTS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, December 31, 2017

Rajneesh Gurbani second bowler 

Harry Kane can be Tottenham’s Totti – Pochettino

Meluri badminton tourney concludes 

Lancer Club and Royal Striker in semis 
WINTER CRICKET CHALLENGE

In retrospection: A watershed year for Indian badminton

PTI

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1691SUD0KU 1531
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1690

ACROSS
1 Lacked, briefly
6 “Dracula” author Stoker
10 Liverpool lockup
14 Live, in a TV studio
15 Popular theater name
16 Monster
17 Bouquet __
18 Shake or break follower
19 Fes ve
20 “Ski le Players” ar st
21 Basie contemporary
23 Competes
25 Yield
26 Rapid
29 Nonsense
31 Purga on
33 Upholstered couch
37 GI address
38 Poker-faced
41 Used to be
42 Desert Storm vehicle
44 Trigger’s rider
46 “Rich Man, Poor Man” novelist 

Shaw
49 Police line
50 Twisted person
53 Shocked expression
54 Checked
57 Trunk
61 German song
62 Trick
63 “In other words ...”
64 1958 Pulitzer author
65 Mild oath
66 Casual co on
67 Painful
68 Burden
69 Wear away
Down
1 Monopolizes
2 Med. course
3 Act of defiance

4 Assyrian capital
5 Island off the coast of Venezuela
6 Highlands hillsides
7 Revolve
8 Skater’s maneuver
9 1965 Tempta ons hit
10 Eye protec on
11 Playing marble
12 Synthe c material
13 Wasn’t upright
22 Opposite of Pos.
24 Fic onal Jane

26 “Shoo!”
27 Sobriquet for Haydn
28 Shelley’s alma mater
29 Offer a sum for
30 Kindergarten game
32 Indian costume
34 Undischarged
35 Western card game
36 Org.
39 Bow
40 Midday
43 Due st with Elton John

45 Dog show worker
47 Josh
48 Nut
50 “__ Marner”
51 English architect Jones
52 Applaud
53 “Golden Boy” playwright
55 Metamorphose
56 Biblical twin
58 Nevada city
59 Stated
60 At my expense

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1530

broke through the defences 
of  Vikas Mishra, who had 
crawled to 7 off  81, off  the 
fifth delivery in the 101st 
over before a hint of  move-
ment allowed the ball to 
sneak through and crash on 
the stumps. Then Navdeep 
Saini received a ripper as 
his middle stump went 
cartwheeling. Gurbani had 
two in two and on verge of  
a hat-trick.

In his following over, 
Delhi’s 103rd, on strike was 
a well-set centurion Dhruv 
Shorey. But, Gurbani was 
breathing fire with the new 
ball and he got the better of  
Shorey (145), uprooting the 
off  stump and completed a 
memorable hat-trick. It was 
also his fifth wicket of  the 
innings and for the fourth 
time in a row, Gurbani had 
taken five or more wickets 
in an innings.

In the same over, he 
cleaned up Kulwant Khe-
jroliya (0), putting an end 
to Delhi’s first innings on 
295 and finishing with fig-
ures of  6/59.

Gurbani continued his 
superb form from the semi-
finals when he returned 
a match-haul of  12/162 
against Karnataka at Kolk-
ata’s Eden Gardens with 
Vidarbha sealing a maiden 
Ranji final berth.

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
The Open Badminton Tour-
nament that started on Dec. 
27 concluded on Dec. 29 
at Meluri with Thsüwiesie 
emerging the champion 
in the men’s category and 
Visachu the champion in 

the women’s category. 
This years was the 

third edition of the tourna-
ment, informed Tizu Club 
through a press release. 

It also informed that a 
total of   58 players partici-
pated in the tournament in 

5 different categories.
Other titles:
Veteran’s singles - Mr. Javan 
Thurr
Boys Under 17 - Mr. Sieke 
Ngouri
Men’s doubles - Mr. Thsüw-
iesie & Mr. Thsükuotho

Dimapur, Dec. 30 (EMN): 
Lancer Cricket Club de-
feated Outlaws CC by 8 
wickets at local ground, 
Wokha on Saturday while 
Royal Strikers defeated Pi-
rates CC by 43 runs on 
Friday to enter the semi 
finals of the 22nd edition of  
Winter Cricket Challenge, 
informed an update from 
the organisers. 

In the lone match on 
Saturday, Outlaws Crick-
et Club won the toss and 
electing to bat first were 
bundled out for a meagre 
62 runs in 13.3 overs. Long-

kumar Khatri was the lone 
batsman who defied the 
bowlers of  Lancer CC with 
25 runs. Renthungo led the 
wicket takers with the haul 
of  4 wickets while Chum-
demo and Mosuf  claimed 
2 wickets each and Gaurav 
and Dipu claimed 1 wicket 
apiece.

Chasing the target, 
Lancer CC reached the 
target in the 9th over of  
the inning losing 2 wickets. 
Sidharth top scored with 
32 runs. Bitu and badal 
claimed the 2 wickets. 
Renthungo was adjudged 

the Man of  the Match.  
On Friday, defending 

champion Royal Strikers 
defeated Pirates CC by 43 
runs. Electing to bat after 
winning the toss, Royal 
Strikers set up a victory tar-
get of  127 runs with Man 
of the Match Hemari Teron 
top scoring with 48 runs. 
Pirates CC were bowled out 
in the 15th over on 83 runs. 

Matches  2nd Jan 2018 
1st Match GAPYOCC Vs 

Hurricanes CC
2nd Match EYL Vs 

Waxen CC   

New Delhi ,  Dec.  30 
(TOI): Vidarbha pacer Ra-
jneesh Gurbani became the 
second bowler to claim a 
hat-trick in a Ranji Trophy 
final on Saturday. Against 
Delhi on Day 2 of  the 

2017-18 Ranji final be-
ing played in Indore, the 
24-year-old achieved the 
landmark across two overs 
with two wickets off  his fi-
nal two deliveries in an over 
and a third with the first of  

the following.
He thus became the 

second bowler after Tamil 
Nadu’s B Kalyanasunda-
ram to take a hat-trick in 
Ranji Trophy final and is 
the third bowler from Vi-

darbha to do so.
Delh i  had  made  a 

steady start to the day re-
suming on their overnight 
total of  271/6. They were 
290/6 when Gurbani be-
gan his magic. He first 

London, Dec. 30 (AFP): Harry 
Kane could become as emblematic 
a player for Tottenham Hotspur as 
Francesco Totti was for Roma, his 
manager Mauricio Pochettino said 
on Friday.

The 24-year-old England strik-
er -- who has been with Tottenham 
since 2009 -- established a new 
Premier League record of  goals 
in a calendar year with a hat-trick 
against Southampton earlier this 
week to move to 39 in 2017.

That took him past Alan Shear-
er’s previous record of  36 goals in a 
year set in 1995.

Kane has a total of  56 goals for 
club and country this year, making 
him the highest scorer in Europe in 
2017, and Shearer thinks he could 
remain with Tottenham for the rest 
of  his career.

Totti did likewise in the Italian 
capital, becoming known as ‘The 
Eighth King of  Rome’ as he spent 
the whole of  his professional career 

with Roma, totting up over 600 ap-
pearances and only retiring aged 40 
at the end of  last season.

“I think Alan Shearer knows 
better than me, because he’s Eng-
lish and knows the mentality of  
the country,” said Pochettino, Tot-
tenham’s Argentine coach.

“Maybe he said that because 
maybe it’s possible. Maybe 
Harry Kane with his mental-
ity can be the same kind of  
player for Tottenham as Franc-
esco Totti was for Roma.

“And for us, our fans 
and everyone, Harry is 
a fantastic player, a 
great mentality and 
a fantastic profes-
sional. So yes, 
why not, why 
not?”

Pochet-
tino, who 
a d m i t t e d 
Kane is a doubt 

because of  a heavy cold for their 
away match at bottom side Swan-
sea City next Tuesday, said he 
couldn’t put a price on the 23-times 
capped striker’s head.

“I think Harry doesn’t have a 
price, because we want him here. 
He’s priceless, there is no price,” 

said Pochettino.
“We can talk about 

many things, but at the 
end it’s talk for talk, be-
cause it’s impossible to 

put a price on him.
“He’s not 
suddenly 

b e -

come 
a super-

star because 
of  achieving 

an amazing record.
“Nothing has changed, he was 

a superstar three years ago, one 
year ago, six months ago and one 
week ago. We’ve always treated 
him like a superstar.”

However, Pochettino admits 
with Liverpool splashing out £75 
million ($100 million) for South-
ampton’s Virgil van Dijk -- a world 
record for a defender -- earlier this 
week sometimes it is impossible to 
turn down offers.

“We need to talk about reality,” 
said Pochettino, whose side are 
fifth in the table, an enormous 21 
points behind leaders Manchester 
City.

“Reality is that Liverpool of-
fers or pays £75 million for Virgil 
van Dijk.

“If  you want a player, a club 
asks a price and you pay; that’s it.

“That’s the reality of  Van Dijk. 
We cannot guess or create fantasy 
around different players.”

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (IANS): 
Indian badminton in 2017 con-
tinued to move northwards, 
dishing out one stunning per-
formance after another, espe-
cially with the men’s shuttlers 
earning respect on the global 
stage.

While P.V. Sindhu extended 
her status as India’s leading 
shuttler, the likes of  Kidambi 
Srikanth, H.S. Prannoy and B. 
Sai Praneeth left their mark on 
the circuit, even as Saina Ne-
hwal, now a veteran, battled her 
way to a World Championship 
bronze.

Saina, 27, struggled with her 
consistency and fitness but the 
2012 London Olympic bronze 
medallist fought against time 
and went on to clinch the BWF 
World Championship bronze 
medal along with the Malaysia 
Masters, proving her doubters 
wrong and ending debates on 
her future.

Recuperating from her 
career-threatening knee liga-
ment surgery after the 2016 Rio 
Games, Saina showed signs 
of  improvement at the Pre-
mier Badminton League (PBL), 
which the Sindhu-led Chennai 

Smashers won in January.
Though the Indian pair 

failed to shine at the All England 
Superseries Champonships, the 
success for Indian badminton 
began at the home Superseries 
in April.

After losing the summit 
clash to Spanish star Carolina 
Marin in the Rio Olympics in 
August, the duo was again pitted 
against each other in the middle 
and this time it was the Indian 
player who proved superior.

After that, many experts 
claimed that these performances 
by the Indians might revolution-

alise the game.
This was followed by Sri-

kanth and Sai Praneeth setting 
up the first-ever all-Indian final 
in the Singapore Open Supers-
eries, gaining more eyeballs for 
the sport. Sai Praneeth clinched 
the title and the standard and 
popularity of the sport increased 
manifold.

He then went on to clinch 
the Thailand Open Superseries, 
which was the crowning glory 
for men’s badminton in India.

The Indian juggernaut on 
the global stage continued, with 
player after player stealing the 

limelight.
Just after Sai Praneeth won 

the Thailand Open Superseries 
title, Srikanth began his amazing 
run in the Superseries circuit. 
In June, the Guntur shuttler 
consecutively pocketed the In-
donesia Open and the Austral-
ian Open and then lifted the 
Denmark and French titles in 
October.

With this, he also became 
the first Indian shuttler to win 
four Superseries titles in a cal-
endar year.

Apart from Srikanth and Sai 
Praneeth, Prannoy also turned 

heads by breaking into the top 
10 of the BWF rankings. He also 
lived up to his giant killer tag 
as he overpowered Lee Chong 
Wei, Chen Long and Lin Dan, 
badminton’s version of  the Big 
3 of tennis.

The spotlight then again 
turned on Sindhu, who played 
a marathon match of one hour 
and 50 minutes against Japan’s 
Nozomi Okuhara in the World 
Championships final, albeit go-
ing down narrowly. Even so, the 
high standard and the excellence 
of  her game won the hearts of  
the badminton community. Both 

Sindhu and Saina ensured that 
India bagged two medals for 
the first time at the badminton 
worlds.

Cut to the last tournament 
of the year -- the Dubai Supers-
eries Finals -- which saw Sindhu 
suffering another heartbreak-
ing loss in the final, this time 
against another Japanese, Akane 
Yamaguchi.

But this is just the beginning 
of a glorious era of Indian bad-
minton with all the singles play-
ers in their early 20s and most 
likely to improve and further 
flourish in the future.

Network through sports



Thibaut Courtois

Thibaut Courtois

Vinicius Junior 

Sushil Kumar

12 SPORTS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, December 31, 2017

C
M

Y
K

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

2017  IN RETROSPECT

Smith hits ton as fourth 
Ashes Test ends in draw

Australia doubts as Novak 
Djokovic pulls out of Qatar Open

A year of controversies for Indian sport

Chelsea want Hazard, Courtois to stay

Vinicius will be Real Madrid idol: Carlos

Sushil, supporters booked by Delhi Police

AC Milan, 
Fiorentina 
play 1-1 draw 
in Serie A

Australia's Steve Smith, center right, shakes hands with England's Dawid Malan, second left, at the 
end of their Ashes cricket test match against Australia in Melbourne, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 30.

AP/PTI

became the leading wicket 
taker in Test cricket this year 
with 63 scalps, overtaking 
South Africa pacer Kagiso 
Rabada who has 57 to his 

name. 
Meanwhile, the MCG 

saw a match being drawn 
after 42 years and 12 Ashes 
series. It also ended a streak 

which saw the previous 
13 Ashes Tests ending in a 
decisive result.

Resuming the final day 
at 103/2, overnight Aus-

Doha, Dec. 30 (AFP): Former world 
number one Novak Djokovic today 
withdrew from next week's Qatar 
Open, casting doubt on his participa-
tion at the Australian Open later in 
January.

Qatar is the second tournament 
Djokovic has pulled out in as many 
days due to a niggling elbow injury.

The 12-time Grand Slam cham-
pion was top seed in Doha, but in a 
statement he said he would not be able 
to defend the title he won by beating 

Andy Murray last year.
His withdrawal comes just 24 

hours after the injury forced him to 
drop out of an exhibition tournament 
in Abu Dhabi.

"Unfortunately, the situation with 
the elbow has not changed for the bet-
ter since yesterday," said Djokovic.

"I still feel the pain. Therefore, I 
will have to withdraw from (the) ATP 
tournament in Doha." 

The Serb added: "Only when I'm 
100 per cent ready to play, I will be able 

to come back.
"I hope it will be soon. I want to 

thank everyone for patience and un-
derstanding." 

The latest announcement raises 
fresh doubts over the long-term future 
of the 30-year-old and more immedi-
ately his availability for the first Grand 
Slam of  the season, the Australian 
Open, which begins on January 15.

In recent years, Djokovic has used 
the Qatar tournament as valuable 
warm-up for the Australian Open.

In 2016, after beating Rafa Nadal 
in the Qatar final he went on to claim 
his sixth Australian title.

Last year in Doha, he ended then 
world number one Murray's 28-match 
winning streak to claim his second 
Qatar title in a riveting final.

Djokovic was targeting Doha as his 
first match since his quarter-finals loss 
at Wimbledon in July this year.

Austria's Dominic Thiem, world 
ranked number five, has now been 
made the Qatar Open number one 
seed.

The draw for the tournament takes 
place later on Saturday.

Qatar Open tournament direc-
tor admitted Djokovic 'will surely be 
missed'.

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (IANS): Cricket 
was not the only game in India which 
was embroiled in controversy in 2017. 
There were several others as well that 
had their fair share of  colourful mo-
ments both on and off the field.

Wrestling, India's most successful 
sport at the Olympics after hockey and 
shooting, saw its biggest star Sushil Ku-
mar embroiled in a fresh controversy.

The double Olympic medallist, 
who was battling injuries after win-
ning gold at the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games, made a comeback to competi-
tive wrestling after three years when he 
decided to compete at this year's senior 
national championships.

Sushil started his campaign well 
and won his first two bouts within a 
combined time of  2 minutes and 33 
seconds.

But he ran into controversy thereaf-
ter as his next three opponents decided 
to give him a walkover. As a result, 
Sushil won the gold despite not having 
to compete in the quarter-finals, semi-
finals or the final.

Although this caused a lot of up-
roar, Sushil's opponents later justified 
their decision by pointing out that the 
"akhada" traditions of Indian wrestling 
forbid them from fighting against a 
respected senior. 

Sushil also stated that he would 
have done the same if  faced with 
a similar situation. Sushil was also 
involved in another controversy on 
December 29 when wrestlers from his 
camp and those supporting upcoming 
star Parveen Rana clashed during the 
Commonwealth Games trials in the 
capital. 

In tennis, meanwhile, doubles 
legends Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi continued their two-decade-
old feud. Bhupathi, who is now the 
non-playing captain of  the Indian 

Davis Cup team, decided to drop Paes 
from the squad for the tie against Uz-
bekistan in April.

According to Bhupathi, Paes had 
joined the squad late and therefore did 
not handle enough stress situations 
before the tie to be eligible for the 
doubles team.

Paes, who was dropped from the 
Davis Cup squad for the first time since 
his debut in 1990, asserted that he had 
won a Challenger title in Mexico just 
days before the tie, and should have 
made the team since he was in excel-
lent form.

The row soon turned nasty as Bhu-
pathi decided to go public with a social 
media conversation he had with Paes 
on the selection process.

Indian athletics was also not im-
mune to controversies as javelin star 
Davinder Singh Kang -- India's only 
finalist at the 2017 World Champion-
ships -- was not included in the list of  
107 athletes to be supported by the 
government under the Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme (TOPS).

Kang, who also took the bronze at 
the 2017 Asian Athletics Champion-
ships, was clearly unhappy with the 
decision and threatened to leave India 
and represent Italy.

Indian hockey, which seems to 
earn more controversies than inter-
national honours these days, saw yet 
another unwanted episode with the 
sacking of coach Roelant Oltmans.

The Dutchman had received a 
brief  email from Hockey India (HI) 
informing him that his services were no 
longer required, ending his four-year 
stint with Indian hockey.

The decision came after a three-day 
meeting between top HI officials fol-
lowing India's dismal performance at 
the Hockey World League semi-final 
and the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup.

The experienced Oltmans, who 
was appointed as High Performance 
Director of Indian hockey in 2013, was 
installed as chief coach of the national 
men's team in 2016. 

A few days after his sacking, fel-
low Dutchman Sjoerd Marijne was 
appointed the chief coach.

In their efforts to justify Oltmans' 
sacking, HI had alleged that the Dutch-
man had lost interest in the team after 
last year's Rio Olympics and that he 
had left the players confused with 
the changes he made in the team and 
tactics.

Oltmans, who had been handed a 
contract extension till the 2020 Olym-
pics after the Rio Games, had angrily 
refuted those charges, pointing out that 
the tournaments following the 2016 
Olympics were being used to find out 
the right combinations in the team.

HI also got into a tiff  with the Paki-
stan Hockey Federation (PHF) and the 
game's world governing body follow-
ing unseemly behaviour by Pakistani 
players after the Champions Trophy 
semi-final between the two subconti-
nental rivals.

Following India's defeat in that 
match, the Pakistani players had made 
obscene gestures towards Indian fans 
and media. The HI had complained to 
the International Hockey Federation 
(FIH) who decided to take no action 
after Pakistan coach Shahnaz Sheikh 
offered an apology.

The HI took strong exception to 
the perceived weak approach by the 
FIH and decided not to host any event 
sanctioned by the world body until 
strong punishment was handed out to 
the offenders.

The HI's decision may affect the 
Men's World Cup to be staged in Bhu-
baneswar next year since Pakistan have 
qualified for that tournament.

play for the European Champions but he 
will surely grow with them.  "I won't say 
that he's ready yet because he's still very 
young," the former Brazilian international 
said. 

"But what Real Madrid did in think-
ing about the future of the club... I think it 
was a perfect move.  "They will accelerate 
Vinicius' process of growth both as a player 
and as a human being," Carlos concluded.

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 30 (IANS): Former 
Real Madrid star Roberto Carlos has 
claimed rising Brazilian footballer Vini-
cius Junior will become an idol to many 
with the Spanish giants. The 17-year-old 
Vinícius has already signed a deal to play 
with Real Madrid. However, he will only 
be eligible to play for the side after his 18th 
birthday. 

"I was with his family before El Clasico 
and they're all very humble," the former 
left-back was quoted saying by Marca on 
Friday. 

"He knows that playing at Real Madrid 
is not going to be easy because the (San-
tiago) Bernabeu is very big and the fans 
demand a lot. 

"Being a Real player must be a source 
of great pride for him, but now he has a 
greater responsibility to improve day by 
day.

"I wish him luck and I'm sure he will 
be an idol at the club soon enough," Carlos 
added. The 44-year-old Carlos who made 
370 appearances for Real Madrid also said 
Vinicius is too young at the moment to 

New Delhi, Dec. 30 (IANS): Indian 
wrestling star Sushil Kumar was booked 
by Delhi Police on Saturday following 
a complaint by fellow grappler Parveen 
Rana.

Supporters of  Sushil and Rana had 
clashed at the Indira Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium here on Friday during trials to 
select the Indian wrestling squad for the 
2018 Commonwealth Games.

The scuffle broke out after Parveen 
allegedly bit Sushil during their bout. 

"He bit me but no problem, it might 
be his tactics to stop me from performing 
well. All this is a part of  sports," Sushil 
had told the media on Friday.

"Whatever happened here was 
wrong. I condemn it. There was mutual 
respect after the fight ended," he added.

Rana, who was among the three 
wrestlers who gave walkovers to Sushil 
during the National Championships last 
month, alleged that supporters of  the 
double Olympic medallist later beat him 
up and warned him not to participate 
in the upcoming Pro Wrestling League.

Sushil later took to social media to 
condemn the clash.

"It's very unfortunate and highly 
condemnable what has happened today 
at the stadium. I do not support anyone 
who gets violent in between sportsman-
ship. My aim is to fight & win for my 
Nation like a true sportsman & not to 
win against any group or individual 
#JaiHind," Sushil tweeted reacting to 
the incident.

ArrayLondon, Dec. 30 (IANS): Chelsea 
Football Club head coach Antonio Conte 
has asserted that he wants his goalkeeper 

Thibaut Courtois and star forward Eden 
Hazard to renew their contracts and stay 
with the London club.

Both Courtois and Hazard have been 
highly linked with a move to Real Madrid 
in the upcoming transfer window. Acoord-
ing to reports by The Sun, the Spanish 
football giants have also clarified their 
intrest in the Chelsea goalkeeper. 

The 48-year-old Conte however feels it 
is important for the club to try and not to 
sell their best players. 

"If you are in a great club and you trust 
the ambition of the club, it's right to stay," 
the Italian was quoted as saying by The 
Guardian on Friday.

"We are talking about two important 
players for us (Hazard and Courtois) and, 
for sure, it is important to continue with 
this type of player, especially if your ambi-
tion is to try and compete for something 
important.

"It's very important to try to improve 
your team, to strengthen your team, 
and not to sell the best players. But (on 
Hazard's new contract) these are private 
conversations between the player and the 
club," Conte added.

DP-286

tralian batsmen Smith and 
David Warner started the 
proceedings well to stitch 
together a 107-run stand. 

Warner was however, 
dismissed on 86 while try-
ing to slog a delivery from 
England skipper Joe Root 
which handed an easy catch 
to James Vince at the cov-
ers. Warner hit eight bound-
aries over the course of his 
227-ball knock. 

Smith on the other end, 
kept up a steady flow of  
runs. His 275-ball knock 
was laced with six bound-
aries. 

Although Shaun Marsh 
(4) failed to do much with 
the bat following Warner's 
departure, Mitchell Marsh 
(29 not out) played out a 
cautious 166-ball innings 
containing three boundaries 
to compliment his skipper 
till the end of the day. 

For England, pacers 
James Anderson (1/46), 
Stuart Broad (1/44) and 
Chr i s  Woakes  (1/62) 
scalped a wicket each. 

Brief scores: Australia 
327 & 263/4 (Steve Smith 102 
not out, David Warner 86; 
Stuart Broad 1/44) against 
England 491.

Florence (Italy), Dec. 30 
(IANS): AC Milan gained 
a point after a 1-1 away 
draw against Fiorentina 
in the Serie A 19th round 
here on Saturday.

After a scoreless first 
half, Giovanni Simeone 
netted the opening goal 
in the 71st minute, reports 
Efe.

Milan's Hakan Cal-
hanoglu slotted in the 
equaliser just three min-
utes later to secure the 
draw.

The draw comes after 
two consecutive defeats in 
the league. Though before 
the match, Milan got a 1-0 
victory over cross-town 
rivals Inter in the Coppa 
Italia quarter-finals.

With this draw, Mi-
lan provisionally occupy 
the ninth position with 25 
points, two points behind 
eighth-placed Fiorentina.

Napoli, who gained a 
1-0 away win over Crotone 
on Friday, lead the Serie A 
table with 48 points, four 
points ahead of  defending 
champions Juventus, who 
are set to visit Verona later 
on Saturday.

Melbour ne,  Dec.  30 
(IANS): Skipper Steve 
Smith scored an unbeaten 
century in the second in-
nings as Australia and Eng-
land played out a draw in 
the final day of  the fourth 
Test at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) 
here on Saturday.

Smith remained un-
beaten on 102 as Australia 
posted 263/4 in their sec-
ond innings by the end of  
play on the final day. The 
hosts were dismissed for 
327 runs in the first innings 
while England posted 491 
in their only innings of the 
Test.

Australia have already 
won the five-match series 
as they took an unassailable 
3-0 lead after winning the 
third Test in Perth.

Smith, who notched up 
his 23rd Test ton, became 
the highest scorer in Test 
cricket in 2017 with 1,305 
runs, surpassing India's 
Cheteshwar Pujara, who 
is at the second spot with 
1,140 runs in the calender 
year. 

Australia off-spinner 
Nathan Lyon, who bagged 
a three-wicket in this Test, 


