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~ Arien
At this rate, I don't see 

myself going to church on 
new year's day...but party 

toh not cancelled

Sincerity is the  
way to heaven. 

~ Mencius
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 09°
Agartala 27° 12°
Gangtok 21° 06°
Guwahati 25° 10°
Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 22° 09°
Shillong 19° 03°
Delhi 23° 07°
Kolkata 26° 13°
Chennai 31° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 7°
DIMAPUR 24° 11°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 63%
DIMAPUR NIL 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

A view of the building up in flames that broke out in Mumbai on early Friday. At least 14 people were killed and 55 injured 
after a major fire in Kamala Mills Compound in Lower Parel.
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Naidu asks MPs to avoid 'begging'Fire breaks out in Dimapur’s Burma Camp bazaar

NITI Aayog slowest in disposing public grievances—Report 

Major tribes still dominate list of civil servants in state  

Rengma Hoho to 
launch indefinite 
bandh from Jan. 3
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still going strong |  P12

10 killed in shooting  
outside Egypt church | P9

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 29: De-
spite fears by most of  the 
so-called advanced tribes 
in Nagaland about their 
decreasing numbers in the 
much sought-after govern-
ment jobs, data indicates 
that the major tribes are 
still way ahead of  the rest 
among the number of  civil 
servants in the state.  

According to a docu-
ment in possession of  East-
ern Mirror, the list of  civil 
servants of  various cadres 
i.e., the Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS), the Na-
galand Civil Service (NCS) 
and the Nagaland Secre-
tariat Service (NSS) and 
ex-cadres totals to 734.

The ex-cadres are those 
that have been absorbed 
from other services espe-
cially Central services; the 
posts normally cease to ex-
ist after the incumbent re-
tires. 

Out of  the total only 
three major tribes have 
more than 100 civil serv-
ants from their respective 
tribes. The highest are the 
Ao Naga with 147 person-
nel, the Lotha Naga 120 

and the Angami Naga 
with 104.

The three tribes total 
at 371, which is still nine 
more than the combined 
total of  the other 15 tribes 
totalling at 362. The three 
tribes combined also had a 
total of  15 IAS officers of  
which 10 are Ao Naga. 

Among reserved cat-
egories the so-called back-
ward tribes, the Chakesang 
Naga tops the list with a 
total of  75 civil servants. 
It is also the exception of  
the group with the total 
number of  civil servants 
more than one of  the ad-
vanced tribes: the tribe has 
a total that is 17 more than 
the Sumi Naga.

Among the remaining 
backward tribes exclud-
ing the Chakhesang Naga, 
the Sangtam Naga has the 
highest number of  person-
nel with 41 officers. 

The eastern group of  
tribes i.e., the Sangtam, 
Konyak, Phom, Chang, 
Khiamniungan and the 
Yimchunger have a com-
bined total of  145 person-
nel. 

At the bottom of  the 

list are the non-Naga tribes 
and indigenous inhabit-
ants of  the state. The Garo 
and the Mikir have no civil 
servants in any of  the cad-
res while the Kachari have 
one NSS cadre and the 
Kuki have a total of  10. 

There are no personnel 
from any of  the non-tribal 
indigenous inhabitants of  
the state in the entire list. 

Except for the tribe-
wise data for the civil serv-
ants available, no consoli-
dated data is available with 
the government at present. 
This may indicate a differ-
ent picture in other depart-
ments under the state gov-
ernment of  Nagaland. 

Moreover due to 
the absence of  any tribe 
census in the state, com-
parative analysis on the 
ratio of  government job 
holders-to-population of  
the respective tribes is cur-
rently not possible unless a 
district census is taken into 
consideration according to 
Census 2011. 

However, a source from 
the government told East-
ern Mirror that although 
Census 2011 was meticu-

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
The Rengma Hoho has on 
Friday resolved to launch 
an indefinite bandh from 
January 3, 2018 from 6 
in the morning till its de-
mands are fulfilled. 

"(The Rengma) Hoho 
and its frontal organizations 
stated that it shall continue 
it's [sic] stir until it's [sic]  
headquarter is upgraded to 
district," stated a press re-
lease from the hoho. 

It stated that resolution 
was made during a consult-
ative meeting by the apex 
tribe organisation with 
other frontal organisations 
at Tseminyu.

Administration-on-du-
ty, paramilitary, the press 
and media; ambulances 
with patients are exempted 
from the purview of the 
bandh.

The press statement 
was jointly issued by the 
president of  the Rengma 
Hoho Kenyuseng Tep and 
president of  the Rengma 
Selo Zi Kenneth Kath.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 29: Fire was report-
ed in Dimapur on Fri. Dec. 29 at 
Burma Camp bazaar in the neigh-
bourhood of Namgalong colony 
rendering about hundred house-
holds homeless razing the thatch 
houses to the ground. 

The incident is said to have oc-
curred at around 1:30 pm though 
the exact time could not be ascer-
tained. Seven fire tenders which 
included two from the Chumuke-
dima Fire Station were pressed into 
service. It took almost two hours to 
control the inferno, Fire department 

officials informed.
Fire department officials said 

to have received information about 
the fire at around 2:15 pm. Traf-
fic congestion added to their woes 
however.  

The number of people affected 
by the incident and the estimated 

loss from damage could not be as-
certained at the time this report was 
being filed. A relief camp for the 
affected families from freewill do-
nations and with assistance of the 
Dimapur district administration is 
being set up. No casualty was re-
ported. 

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (IANS): Gov-
ernment think-tank NITI Aayog is 
slowest among 52 central ministries 
and departments, when it comes to 
addressing public grievances, re-
veals a government report.

According to the Centralised 
Public Grievance Redress and 
Monitoring System report, NITI 
Aayog disposed of  only 54 per cent 
of  total 5,883 grievances received 
since the date of  its formation 
January 1, 2015 till December 28, 
2017. Of the total 2,677 pending 
grievances, 774 are pending since 
over a year, the report shows.

The report takes into account 
the total pending and disposed 
public grievances of  52 central 
ministries since January 1, 2014. It 

does not however specify if  NITI 
Aayog inherited some of  those 
grievances from its predecessor 
'Planning Commission of  India'. 
Following NITI Aayog, the other 
sloths are the Coal Ministry with 
84 per cent rate of  disposal, De-
partment of  Space and Ministry of  
Tribal Affairs with 88 per cent rate 
of  disposal each and the Depart-
ment of  Atomic Energy with 93 
per cent disposal rate.

The overall disposal rate of  
all 52 Central Government Min-
istries and Departments is 97 per 
cent. The government has received 
23,87,513 grievances since January 
2014, of  which 23,22,751 were ad-
dressed, while 4,111 are pending 
since over a year.

With 99 per cent grievances ad-
dressed, the External Affairs Min-
istry turns out to be the swiftest, as 
out of  total 49,558 grievances only 
one is pending since more than a 
year while other 174 are pending 
since less than two months. 

The Drinking Water and Sani-
tation Ministry also addressed 
99 per cent of  grievances, with 
just 113 of  total 13,590 cases un-
resolved and none pending since 
over a year. The Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises Ministry also 
resolved 99 per cent of  grievances.

Among others, the Finance 
Ministry received highest number 
of  grievances -- total 5,42,370, of  
which 97 per cent had been ad-
dressed. 

Meanwhile, Ministry of  Devel-
opment of  North Eastern Region 
saw least number of  grievances 
-- total 989, of  which 965 (97 per-
cent) had been disposed with none 
pending since over a year.

The Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry addressed 98 per 
cent of  total 1,50,399 grievances; 
Railways addressed 96 per cent of  
total 1,81,415 grievances; Home 
Affairs disposed of  95 per cent 
of  95,882 grievances; Health and 
Family Welfare had a disposal rate 
of  97 per cent of  total 82,224 cases; 
Environment Ministry addressed 
98 per cent of  total 24,996 cases 
and Social Justice and Empower-
ment Ministry addressed 97 per 
cent of  25,418 cases. 

New Delhi, Dec. 29 
(IANS): Rajya Sabha 
Chairman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Friday reminded 
ministers and members to 
avoid using the words "I 
beg to" while laying pa-
pers, reports etc., on the 
table of  the house.

The chairman's stric-
ture came as Minister of  
State for Law and Justice 
P.P. Chaudhary stood up 
to lay the papers for his 
ministry in the House.

"Sir, with your permis-
sion, I beg to lay on the 
table of  the House papers 
listed under my name," 
Chaudhary said.

Naidu interrupted: 
"No begging please...I 
have said it earlier too, but 
you might not have been 
present at that time. I told 
the members that when 
laying papers just say 'I 
seek permission to lay pa-
pers' or simply say 'I lay 
the papers'.

"It would be good to 
avoid the word 'begging'," 
he added before moving 

on to the next item in the 
list of  business for the day.

Naidu had on the first 
day of  this session told 
the MPs to avoid the word 
"beg" as it "reeked of  colo-
nial legacy".

Usually, the Ministers 
say "I beg to lay papers 
listed against my name".

However, the Minis-
ters have avoided using the 
word ever since Naidu first 
told them to shun it.

Chaudhary, too, recti-
fied his sentence and did 
not use the word when he 
rose to lay a different set of  
papers shortly afterwards.

As Chairman of  the Up-
per House, Naidu has been 
quite a strict disciplinarian 
and has chided Ministers 
and members for indulg-
ing in activities like argu-
ing with fellow members or 
speaking while sitting.

He has also told Minis-
ters to be precise with their 
replies and the members 
to ask crisp questions so 
that more questions can be 
taken up every day.

Mumbai, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
Fourteen persons, including a 
young woman celebrating her 
birthday, died from breathing 
toxic fumes and at least 55 oth-
ers were injured in a major fire 
that engulfed a pub and other 
establishments here early on Fri-
day, an official said.

According to the Brihan-
Mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) Disaster Control, 
the blaze was noticed around 
12.30 a.m. from The Mojo Bis-
tro and 1Above, both rooftop 
restaurants in The Kamla Trade 
House, a posh business-cum-en-
tertainment hub in Lower Parel 
area of  south Mumbai.

The flames, initially suspect-
ed to be triggered by an electric 
short-circuit, quickly spread to 
another adjacent pub and a res-
taurant, all housed in the Kamla 
Mills Compound, trapping over 
200 people on the premises.

Among the victims was 
Khushboo Jayesh Bhansali who 
was celebrating her 29th birth-
day in the restaurant with her 
husband and their friends, her 
family said.

The tragedy cast an ominous 
shadow on the upcoming New 
Year 2018 celebrations in the 
maximum city renowned for its 
varied night life, late-night par-
ties and outings.

President Ram Nath Kovind, 
Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi and Maharashtra 
Chief  Minister Devendra Fad-
navis have expressed grief  over 
the incident and offered their 

condolences to the families of  
the victims.

Taking serious note of the in-
cident, BMC Municipal Commis-
sioner Ajoy Mehta announced 
suspension of five officials, in-
cluding Assistant Municipal 
Commissioner Prashant Sapkale, 
for various lapses and ordered a 
probe into the incident.

Fadnavis, who visited the 
site this afternoon, warned of  
very stringent action against the 
officials and others found guilty 
for the incident.

According to BMC, more 
than 12 fire tenders were rushed 
to fight the blaze which was fi-
nally brought under control and 
extinguished around 6.30 a.m. It 
was only then that the full impact 
of  the disaster came to light.

While the majority of  the 
victims were reported to have 
died on the spot, the firemen 
were able to rescue 10 people 
safely.

The injured were rushed 
to the KEM Hospital, Bhatia 
Hospital, and Airoli Burns Hos-
pital. Two with minor injuries 
were taken to Sion Hospital, 
where they were treated and dis-
charged. Another 14 are under-
going treatment in different gov-
ernment and private hospitals, 
and their condition is stable.

Autopsies of  the victims 
have revealed that a majority of  
the casualties occurred due to 
asphyxiation and inhaling poi-
sonous fumes from the burning 
materials, said KEM Hospital's 
Dean Avinash Supe.

The entire pub and the sur-
rounding complex was full of  

Sl. 
No. Tribe IAS NCS NSS Ex-

cadre Total

2 Ao 10 53 79 5 147

7 Lotha 3 52 65 0 120

1 Angami 2 31 64 7 104

3 Chakesang 0 22 51 2 75

12 Sumi 3 21 31 3 58

11 Sangtam 3 14 23 1 41

14 Zeliang 3 10 21 0 34

6 Konyak 0 11 15 0 26

8 Phom 0 6 16 0 22

4 Chang 1 10 9 1 21

10 Rengma 1 5 13 1 20

9 Pochury 1 10 8 0 19

5 Khiamniungan 0 7 11 0 18

13 Yimchunger 0 6 11 0 17

17 Kuki 1 3 6 0 10

15 Kachari 0 0 1 0 1

16 Garo 0 0 0 0 0

18 Mikir 0 0 0 0 0

Total 28 261 424 21 734

lously supervised in order 
to get accurate data, some 

districts still may have in-
flated the numbers. 

Source DPAR

Composition of civil servants

Fourteen killed in Mumbai rooftop pub blaze

patrons, including many women 
and tourists with an estimated 
400-plus thronging the fashion-
able area to unwind.

Mumbai police have booked 
the owner of  one of  the pubs for 
negligence and culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder. 

There are many major cor-
porate, TV-radio-print media 
offices, more than three dozen 
high-end restaurants, pubs, etc, 
which also suffered damage in 
the fire and their working was 
affected on Friday.

The Times Network with of-
fices of  all its major channels in 
the same complex was hit tem-
porarily and but employees were 
evacuated safely.

After the disruption, Times 
Now, Times Now HD, ET Now 
and Mirror Now were operation-
al by late morning, while Movies 
Now, Movies Now HD, MN+, 
MNX HD, Romedy Now, Rom-
edy Now HD, and Zoom would 
be back on air shortly, an official 
spokesperson said.

The blaze comes as a huge 

setback to the government's 
plans to make nightlife attractive 
by permitting all shops/malls 
to function round-the-clock, to 
generate more employment and 
boost tourism in the state.

Barely nine days ago had 
the state government ‘notified’ 
the relevant amendments to the 
laws, though it was not made 
applicable to bars, pubs, disco-
theques and wine shops.

However, these were ex-
pected to come under the ambit 
of  the new laws in due course, 

with the BMC initiating several 
measures in this direction.

Leader of  Opposition Rad-
hakrishna Vikhe-Patil, alleging 
corruption in the BMC, de-
manded a Central Bureau of  In-
vestigation (CBI) probe into the 
tragedy, especially with the New 
Year Eve celebrations around 
the corner.

Blaming the BMC, Mum-
bai Congress President Sanjay 
Nirupam sought stringent ac-
tion against those responsible 
for allowing the eateries to func-
tion despite rules being blatantly 
flouted.

Quoting a friend who wit-
nessed the conflagration, Con-
gress legislator Nitesh Rane 
claimed that a hookah parlour 
caused the blaze and not a short-
circuit as speculated. He added 
that Mojo and another restau-
rant are only issued food licenc-
es, but not for serving hookahs 
to customers.

Yuva Sena President Aditya 
U. Thackeray, one of  the pro-
ponents of  improving Mumbai 
nightlife, said implementation 
of  fire safety norms was a must 
and BMC would come down 
hard on violators.

Bharatiya Janata Party MP 
Kirit Somaiya attacked the Shiv 
Sena-controlled BMC for lapses 
on its part which led to the blaze 
and demanded a complete fire 
audit of  all buildings in the city.

In separate statements, both 
The Mojo Bistro and 1Above 
said they had implemented all 
fire and safety norms as per rules 
and did not store any gas cylin-
ders on their premises.
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WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

ZBTO 12.3 4.5 8.9 84 NIL

MON 20.6 10.2 12.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 17 13 12.4 78 NIL

PHEK 19.6 6.2 8 72 NIL

KIPHIRE 20 5.4 7.2 95 NIL

TSEMINYU 26 12.8 11.5 59 NIL

JALUKIE 14 12 11.5 83 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25.2 16.4 16.5 73 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NGTC flays kidnapping 
of VDB secretary

Rongmei community celebrates premier festival

Sohomi students urged to 
become real assets of society

Seyochung govt. servants visit district jail

Khensa students’ platanium jubilee celebration underway
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Changtongya students attain 75 years Nukhu underscores the need 
of learning mother tongue Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 

Under the theme, ‘Heedful-
ness,’ Changtongya Students 
Union (CKT) celebrated its 
platinum jubilee on Friday. 

In the concluding ses-
sion, the Commissioner of  
Police, Dimapur Limasunep 
Jamir exhorted the students 
to rethink and refines their 
goals with each milestone. 

 Lauding the achieve-
ments of  CKT with versa-
tility and dynamism over 
the years, he underscored 
the need for refining and 
rethinking its goals as the 
Union march unto the fu-
ture.

Changing the societal 
mindset particularly about 
government jobs to tackle 
the problem of  the unem-
ployed educated, he urged 
them to appreciate the tal-
ent, achievement and intel-
lect of the sectors other than 
government jobs. 

Students also need to 
be in sync with digital age, 
he said. 

There is also the need 
to change the socio political 
discourse by encouraging 

more debates and discus-
sions in platforms such as 
students’ jubilee and confer-

ence, Jamir added. 
Given its rich history 

in the sporting arena, he 
also maintained that Chang-
tongya is fit for opening 
a sports academy. As one 
of  the oldest sub-division 
in Nagaland, he said that 
Changtongya rightfully de-
served to be upgraded to 
ADC Hq. 

Co-Country Director 
for India of  American Bap-
tist International Ministry, 
Rev. Taku Longkumer, 
who was the resource per-
son for another session, 
said youth need to imagine 
higher because imagination 
take you everywhere. Cit-
ing personal experience he 
said the world is full of  op-
portunities and called upon 
the youth to be imaginative 
and not restrict oneself  to 
Nagaland.

He also highlighted the 
five common social evils that 
are ailing the Naga society 
today-- concern about mate-
rial things, concern about 

self & self interest, disregard 
for all things that doesn’t af-
fect you, a faith in cheating 
as long as it is not found, and 
lack of true conception. 

Emphasizing on tack-
ling the problem of alcohol-
ism, he lamented that the 
village is also vulnerable 
to such symptom. “During 
election, if  anyone sacri-
fices one rights for money 
or liquor, he/she is a nation 
breaker, not builder,” he 
noted.

Earlier, the statue of  
Pangerkumdang,  who 
sowed the seeds of modern 
education in Changtongya, 
was unveiled outside the 
CKT’s library. He is said 
to have conferred the title, 
‘CKT’s Father of  Educa-
tion.’

The Platinum Jubilee 
Celebration concluded with 
an ‘entertainment gala’ fea-
turing, among others, the 
retro rock band ‘Lord of  
Rock’ and local stand-up 
comedians.

one’s mother tongue.
The session was held under the theme 

“Bridging the past, cultivating the future” 
at Pame Tsudu, Zhavame village. 

Nukhu said the Non-resident Indians 
(NRIs) are returning back to India to 
teach and help their own people. 

He stressed the need for students to 
study persistently for competitive exami-
nations while also laying emphasis on vo-
cational education and learning technical 
skills for job-oriented employment.

Prior to the session, Nukhu unveiled 
the union flag while S John Krocha, Cat-
echist of  St. Xavier’s Catholic Church 
invoked God’s blessings.

Highlights of  the day’s programme 
included special appearance by Lisü 
Nukhu, presidential address by Medovi 
Rhi, releasing of  the tenure magazine, 
sharing by Dr. Rosou Pohena (CTSE, 
NPSC 2016 batch), “Fly” by Mosurhü 
Dukru, general secretary report by Derhü 
Pohena, meritorious award, declaration 
of  new office bearers by the ZSU Elec-
tion Commission, act of  blessing by Rev. 
Fr. James Sangtam, principal of  St. John 
School, Razeba.

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
The Sohomi Students’ Un-
ion (SSU) on Friday held 
its 46th general session un-
der the theme “Students; 
our real assets,” with Di-
wang Nusory, agriculture 
census officer as guest 
speaker.

According to a release, 
Diwang in his address 
called upon the students 

to be perseverant, hard-
working, acquire knowl-
edge continuously and set 
a strong determination 
to become real assets of  
society.

“The struggle you are 
making today is develop-
ing the strength you need 
tomorrow,” the speaker 
told the students, urging 
them to be responsible 

a post harvest festival celebrated 
when the granaries are full, the 
landscape is dry, the whole vil-
lage is free from all agricultural 
works, people turn to celebration, 
festivity and worship of the God 
and honouring of the dead. This 
festival is also described as a new 
year festival as it marks the end of  
a year and the beginning of a new 

one, she said, adding that during 
Gaan-Ngai those who died in the 
previous year are given ritual fare-
well or departure wherein their 
graves are beautified, dances are 
performed in their honour, feast 
is given to the community in the 
honour of the dead.

Gaan-Ngai is thus the festival 
of both the death and living, she 

said.
During the festival they also 

worship ‘Tingkao Ragwang’ as 
thanksgiving for the good harvest 
and offer prayer for successful 
and long life in the coming year.

The celebration was marked 
by cultural dances and songs by 
different groups and a grand com-
munity feast.

The statue of Pangerkumdang being erected outside the Changtongya 
students’ library.

Deo Nukhu addressing the 58th general session of 
the Zhavame Students’ Union on Friday.

Womenfolk presenting a cultural item during the presmier festival in Kohima on Sat.

Diwang Nusory speaking at the 46th general session of SSU on Friday.

Seyochung Village Government Employees’ Union members pose for the lens during their visit to district 
jail in Kiphire.

Dimapur Khensa Students’ Union presenting a song.

Kohima, Dec. 29 (EMN): Ka-
bui (Rongmei) community of  
Kohima celebrated their premier 
festival Chakaan Gaan-Ngai on 
Dec. 29 with traditional fervor at 
their community hall, Nagaba-
zaar in Kohima.

Chairman of  Tsutuonuomia 
(T-Khel) Council of  Kohima 
village, Thepfuvilie Suohu and 
chairman of  Nagabazar Pan-
chayat, Thezielhoulie Sorhie 
exhorted the celebrants and asked 
them to extend cooperation for 
the progress of the society. 

Festival greeting was shared 
by Patrick Golmei.

Zinia Gangmei, a member 
of  the community gave a brief  
speech on the significance of the 
festival. She said the Gaan-Ngai 
is performed on the 13th day of  
the Meitei month of  Wakching 
as per the Meitei Calendar (Chan-
drabda) of the lunar year.

She said that Gaan-Ngai is 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): Addressing 
the 58th general session of  the Zhavame 
Students’ Union on Friday, MLA Deo 
Nukhu underscored the need of  learning 

enough to bring change in 
the village. 

Sharing on the im-
portance of  education, 
Diwang encouraged the 
parents to be selfless in 
investing for education 
because it is a never end-
ing process and it comes 
with the best result. Edu-
cation is not like any other 
worldly materials and no-
body can take away from 
anybody, he said. 

The speaker advised 
the students to strive for 
quality education and not 
degree oriented so as to 
fit oneself  in any kind of  
works. He also cautioned 
the students to refrain 
themselves from involv-
ing in politics prematurely 
and challenged them to 
be focused in their studies 
first. Further, the told the 
students to seek God first, 
then pursue their dreams. 

Tsorusa Nusory also 
exhorted the students and 
meritorious students were 
also awarded. 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Garo Tribal Council 
(NGTC) has strongly condemned 
the kidnapping of  Lalneineiw , son 
of  Neithanglen Saiph, VDB secre-
tary of  Khelma village, Athibung 
sub-division of  Peren district on 
Nov. 25 by some unknown miscre-
ants and ransom demand of  INR 
15 lakh.

While expressing shock, the 
union termed it as barbaric and 
devilish act which has no place in 
the civilized society. 

“The act has not only stolen 
away the peace and happiness of  
the family but also created fear 
psychosis within the public of  that 
area,” the release stated.

A release from union president, 
Biplab K Sangma appealed un-
conditional release of  the accused 
at the earliest. Further, NGTC 
expressed solidarity to the family 
members.

knowledge but to know one’s 
own root, culture and tradition. 
This disciplines us,” she said.

“We are learning to adjust 
rifts and divisions in our society 
but in the process, we have low-
ered our aims and expectations. 
It is time to regain our heritage 
and wisdom to enrich our lives,” 
she added.

Sharing concerns about the 
deteriorating quality of  society, 
Imti pointed out that “what we 
need today is to home-grow our 

model of  development based on 
our inherent strengths. We need 
a paradigm shift in our mindset 
and to gain momentum and 
confidence to act as a driver of  
change in the society. This re-
quires realization of  true poten-
tial and the commitment to serve 
the people in the right track.”   

Encouraging the students, she 
said responsibility of  using these 
values with outstanding skills is 
with the youth of  today. And to 
shoulder all these responsibili-

ties and to fulfill the aspiration 
of  oneself  and the society and 
to rise to the challenges ahead, 
the main driving force is faith 
in God. 

The Khensa Village Council 
chairman, Y Chuba Longchar 
challenged the gathering to look 
back to the past 75 years and 
recount the blessings from God. 
Encouraging them to seek the 
knowledge and guidance from 
the pioneers, he called upon the 
community to strive to achieve 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
The Seyochung Village 
Government Employees’ 
Union Kiphire on Thur. 
paid a visit to the District 
Jail Kiphire.

During a brief  interac-
tion with inmates, the union 
exhorted the inmates to 
take their detention as an 

opportunity for reform and 
rehabilitation and urged 
them to retrospect over their 
prison term, restore their 
lives constructively and not 
to make their past lives be a 
barrier for their future. 

The union with the ob-
jective to facilitate the in-
mates to develop skills and 

aptitudes towards secure 
and right means of earning 
helping to put them on the 
right path provided craft 
raw materials such as bam-
boo, plastic strings, paints & 
Brush, glues etc for making 
Mora (Traditional stool) 
and craft baskets, the release 
informed.

what they are lacking in. He 
also said only honest, pure and 
trustworthy people can achieve 
success. 

Principal DIET, Mokokchung 
Tianaro Jamir urged the students 
to be more united and prayerful. 
She said that the village should 
be the foremost stating that it is 
their identity. There should be 
a sense of  belongingness and 
pride about one’s own village,” 
she said.

She advised the students not 
to become a dependent unem-
ployed educated youth. 

Jmair further urged student 
leaders and village and church 
authorities to enhance qual-
ity education in the government 
schools in order to develop pro-
ductive citizens.

As part of  the platinum jubi-
lee, the KSU organized a medical 
camp on Dec. 29 at GMS Khen-
sa. Altogether it claimed that 250 
people availed the medical aid 
and 150 undertook blood test. 

Minister of  Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Election Imkong 
L Imchen will exhortation the 
sencon day session on Saturday 
while Dr. Principal Kohima 
College Watijungsshi will be the 
main speaker. 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): The 
three-day Khensa Students Un-
ion (KST) 75th year jubilee cel-
ebration commenced on Sat. 
at Multipurpose Community 
Hall with the theme ‘Progress in 
harmony.’

The event is said to have 
started with the opening act 
presented by Dimapur Khensa 
Students’ Union. 

“Jubilee celebrations offer 
us an occasion to thank the al-
mighty God to make possible the 
growth, a time of  joy and thanks-
giving and also to appreciate the 
past, celebrate the present and 
aspire the future,” Director Food 
and Civil Supply Asangla Imti, 
stated in her message. 

“As we celebrate it, we should 
be able to showcase our achieve-
ments, past and current and 
sought to bring out the best in 
the future. It is time to reflect 
whether we are preserving our 
rich heritage and whether we are 
enhancing our image or whether 
there has been some detritions,” 
Imti said. 

Exhor t ing  the  s tudents 
present, she said that degree 
itself  is not enough and that one 
should strive for excellence. “Ed-
ucation is not only about book 
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East Dimapur Sumi Youth organisa on presen ng cultural dance on December 29 at East Dimapur Sumi 
Bap st Church, Purana Bazaar.
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Recipients of the award along with the staff of Eastern Enterprise pose for a group photo on December 29.
EM Images

Chief guest Ngangshimakok Sangtam along with others a er unveiling the monolith commemora ng the Longsa Eagle Club golden jubilee 
celebra on at Salang Lenden on December 29.
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ADGP G Akheto Sema addressing the members of Philimi Welfare 
Dimapur on the occasion of its silver jubilee celebra on held at NER 
Agri Expo site, 4th Mile, Dimapur, on December 29.

Resource persons Richard Belho, Thejavizo Nakhro and Kelhousetuo Nakhro speaking at the one-day 
career seminar conducted by BCAMT on December 28.

Alleged NSCN (K) cadre under police custody in Zunheboto.

Public asked to ensure success of clean election EDSSU jubilee celebration culminates

Nokia felicitates lucky winners Tsüpfüme Nyi celebrated

AR nabs NSCN (K) cadre Career seminar held in Medziphema

NIIT Dimapur to hold seminar 

Longsa Eagle Club celebrates golden jubilee 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Expounding on the neces-
sity for good governance 
in the state for all round 
development, Additional 
Director General of  Police 
(ADGP), G Akheto Sema 
has called upon every indi-
vidual to contribute for the 
success of  clean election 
campaign.

Addressing the mem-
bers of  Philimi Welfare 
Dimapur (PWD) on the 
occasion of  its silver jubilee 
celebration held at NER 
Agri Expo site, 4th Mile, 
Dimapur, on December 
29, Akheto has under-
lined the responsibility of  
every individual to ensure 
success of  clean election 
campaign as propagated 
by the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC). 
G Akheto Sema was ad-
dressing the community 
members as the guest of  
honour.

Akheto made this re-
mark as people often tends 

to set aside their spirituality 
and get themselves involve 
in trying to earn something 
during the time of  election. 
He stressed on the need for 
a strong action plan with 
punitive clauses for the 
clean election campaign 

lest it becomes only a slo-
gan and gets back to square 
one.

Akheto said the Naga 
people especially the youth 
were living beyond their 
means thereby contribut-
ing to the low economic 

status of  their families. He 
was of  the view that no-
body would be poor if  peo-
ple could live within their 
limits. He has encouraged 
the younger generation to 
equip themselves with skill 
and explore in the private 
sector for jobs instead of  
relying on government sec-
tor. He has also spoken out 
against the system of proxy 
teaching saying though the 
government has appointed 
qualified teachers, the stu-
dents were being taught by 
unqualified ones thereby 
destroying generations. On 
the allegation that police 
personnel were involved 
in illegal collections, the 
police officer has termed 
them as stray instances. 

Pointing out at PWD 
logo showing a hand lifting 
another hand, Akheto said 
it was quite appropriate 
with their nomenclature 
stating, “A welfare would 
mean thinking, helping and 
doing good towards one 

another in all times good 
and bad.” He encouraged 
the gathering to accelerate 
their life towards progress 
and development.

Convenor of  PWD 
Jubilee Planning Board, S 
Khutolu Wotsa in his clos-
ing remarks emphasised 
on the need to uplift one 
another and march ahead 
in unity.

First chairman of  
PWD, Vikuto Wotsa, deliv-
ered the welcome address, 
while Rev. Thilihe Yeptho 
released and dedicated the 
jubilee souvenir. Folk song 
was presented by Niheto 
Assumi and friends, while 
Philimi Students’ Union 
Dimapur presented the 
opening ceremony act.

A host of  invitees in-
cluding Philimi Welfare 
Kohima, Khrimto Welfare 
Dimapur, Rotomi Welfare 
Dimapur, in-laws of  Phili-
mi village and Philimi vil-
lage GBs also exhorted the 
gathering.

Kohima, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Tsüpfüme Nyi- a festival 
which is observed once 
in every 5 years- was cel-
ebrated at the Tsüpfüme 
Community Hall on De-
cember 27 and 28 with 
Deo Nukhu, MLA as chief  
guest. 

During each festival all 
the in-laws from outside 
the village were invited 
to be part of  the occasion 
with the view to let them 
also learn and experience 

the unique culture of  the 
village.

The festival is alter-
natively hosted by village 
dwellers and those living in 
towns and cities. This year, 
it was hosted by Tsüpfüme 
Nupfü Rhüme (Tsüpfüme 
village dwellers). Another 
objective of  the festival is 
also to connect children to 
their roots through several 
demonstrations of  culture 
in the form of indigenous 
songs, dances, games, etc. 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Troops of  Assam Rifles 
stationed in Zunheboto has 
arrested one person report-
edly a cadre of  NSCN (K) 
from Krimitomi village un-
der Zunheboto district on 
December 25.

The accused was iden-
tified as ‘SS’ ASO (Assist-
ance Section Officer) Mu-
lato Assumi (30) of  NSCN 
(K), son of  Yetovi Assumi 
and resident of  Akuhaito 
village, Zunheboto dis-

trict.
The troops recovered 

94 capsules of  Spasmo 
Proxyvon, incriminating 
documents pertaining to 
NSCN (K) faction and 
one mobile handset from 
the accused person.

AR press release stated 
that the individual along 
with the recovered items 
were subsequently handed 
over to Zunheboto Police 
station for further investi-
gation.  

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 29: A two-
day silver jubilee celebra-
tion of  the East Dimapur 
Sumi Students’ Union 
(EDSSU) held at East 
Dimapur Sumi Baptist 
Church, Purana Bazaar, 
on the theme “Redefining 
generation” culminated on 
December 29.

Addressing the culmi-
nation programme as the 
chief  guest on December 
29, former MLA Azheto 
Zhimomi exhorted the stu-
dents to work together as 
one and shun tribalism and 
move forward for the bet-
terment of  the Sumi com-
munity. 

Reminding the young-
sters that Sumi commu-
nity are warriors, Zhimomi 
implored upon them not 
to lose their identity and 
culture and also to uphold 
their mother tongue.

EDSSU president 

Kanato S Awomi, in his 
address, highlighted that 
EDSSU present team ini-
tiated cleanliness drive in 
the East Dimapur juris-
diction and upgraded the 
Government High School, 
Purana Bazaar to Higher 
Secondary. Awomi also 
informed that the union 
would be providing free 
coaching for the Sumi stu-
dents preparing for High 
School Leaving Certifi-
cate (HSLC) exams in the 
month of  January and 
February.  

Secretary of  finance de-
partment and land resource 
department, Kikheto Y 
Sema, speaker of  the sil-
ver jubilee celebration on 
December 28, articulated 
that redefining a genera-
tion would mean chang-
ing oneself  in every means 
from bad to good. “Change 
in dress, fashion, mobile 
phones to name a few only 

do not represent change 
but the real change should 
be positive in one’s attitude, 
mannerism, love and re-
spect for one another,” ad-
dressed Sema emphasising 
on the jubilee theme. 

The speaker called 
upon the Nagas irrespec-
tive of  their geographical 
locations and community 
to remain as one emo-
tionally and support each 
other. “Nagas are a small 
group of  people and we 
should not disintegrate 
amongst ourselves but re-
main strongly bonded in all 
means possible,” he said.

He also described the 
political crisis that had en-
veloped the tenure of  the 
12th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly as “most un-
fortunate” and added that 
every individual should 
be held responsible for the 
mess instead of  blaming 
only the politicians. 

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Baptist Church ‘A’ Medz-
iphema Town (BCAMT) 
has organised a one-day 
career seminar on De-
cember 28 at Thehouba, 
Ward-5, Medziphema, on 
the theme “Unleash your 
potential for excellence” 
with the participation of  
over 150 students includ-
ing unemployed youth.

Kelhousetuo Na-
khro, deputy secretary of  

NPSC; Richard Belho, 
architect and proprietor 
of  Zynorique Consultants; 
and Thejavizo Nakhro, 
EAC of  Chümoukedima, 
were the resource persons.

Besides question hour, 
participants interacted 
with resource lecturers. 
The seminar consisted of  
three sessions dwelled on 
entrepreneurship, matters 
related to NPSC and civil 
service examinations. 

In a release jointly 
appended by Megolhu 
Dolie and Zasivi Me-
yase, BCAMT members, 
stated that the seminar 
was organised to create 
awareness and provide 
necessary guidance to 
youngsters. The members 
have expressed gratitude 
to the resource persons, 
participants, well-wishers 
and everyone involved in 
the seminar.

Dimapur, Dec. 29 (EMN): NIIT Di-
mapur Centre has announced to organise 
a seminar on December 30 in its centre 
at 11 a.m. The seminar would dwell on 
various technologies viz. ethical hack-

ing, Bitcoin, open source technologies 
and programming languages for digital 
transformation. It has invited interested 
candidates to report at the centre on the 
aforesaid day.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 29: Lia-
vini Zho and Noor Rah-
man were among other 
lucky customers who were 
selected to receive the 
Christmas offer launched 
by the Eastern Enterprise.

Liavini Zho won a mo-
torcycle, while Noor Rah-
man won a laptop. They 
were felicitated in a brief  
programme held in the of-
fice of  Eastern Enterprise 
on December 29. 

It may be mentioned 
here that HMD Glo-
bal, the home of  Nokia 
phones, had recently an-
nounced the launch of  
the Nokia 2 smartphone. 

With two-day battery life, 
Nokia 2 is built to keep go-
ing long after other smart-
phones need recharging. 

In the words of  Juho 
Sarvikas, chief  product 
officer of  HMD global: 
“People rely on their 
phones so much these days 
with many people subcon-
sciously rationing their 
battery life when out and 
about so they can last  the 
dayt. Wer don’t think you 
should have to do less with 
your phone which is why 
we created a smartphone 
that can power through 
when other devices need a 
pit stop.”

Besides, Nokia 2 deliv-

ers unrivalled durability in 
design, drawing on all the 
hallmarks of  the Nokia 
phone heritage of  quality, 
simplicity and reliability. 
It is designed to create a 
unique model that is prac-
tical as it is stylish and af-
fordable.

Eastern Enterprise had 
launched a Christmas pro-
mo with exciting offers on 
Nokia Smartphones offer-
ing free assured gift with 
every purchase of  Nokia 
2, Nokia 3, Nokia S 3GB 
and Nokia 8. 

Meanwhile, Eastern 
Enterprise announced that 
the offer would continue 
till December 31.

Our Correspondent
Longsa, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Longsa Eagle Club on De-
cember 29 celebrated its 
golden jubilee (1967-2017) 
with DIGP (R/Battalion) 
Mokokchung, Ngangshi-
makok Sangtam as the 
chief  guest and the Addi-
tional Director of  Fisher-
ies, Rongsennungba, as the 
guest of  honour at Salang 
Lenden in Longsa village.

The culmination of  
year-long golden jubilee 
celebration was held on the 
theme ‘Refinement’ which 
was attended by Longsa 
Eagle Club members, 
Longsa village council 
members, church leaders, 
in-laws of  Longsa, invitees 
and others.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Ngangshimakok 
Sangtam congratulated the 
club for achieving the great 
milestone of  50th year an-
niversary.

Appreciating the club 
for its yeomen services to 
the village and the society, 
especially during the jubi-
lee year 2017, the police 
officer also encouraged the 
club to continue their noble 
works even in the days to 
come. He further heartened 
the club members to get 
inspiration from the bird 
eagle and be ‘focused and 
have a wider horizon’ and 
continue the good works. 
He also released the club 
golden jubilee souvenir.

MLA Merentoshi R 
Jamir, who is also a mem-
ber of  the club, also attend-
ed the programme. In his 
short speech, the legislator 
appreciated the many no-
ble works done by the club 
for the Longsa village dur-
ing the past fifty years. 

Jamir further pointed 
out that 50th anniversary 
is by no means a small feat 
and therefore called for in-
trospection and retrospec-
tion so that the club could 
contribute more in the 
years to come.

Others who spoke at 

the programme were guest 
of  honour and additional 
director of  fisheries, Rong-
sennungba; chairman of  
Longsa village council; 
and the presidents from the 
other three clubs in Long-
sa village namely Lions 
Club, Longsa, Salang Club 
Longsa, and Citizen Club, 
Longsa.

A minute silence was 
observed to pay homage to 
the departed club members 
and pioneers. A special 
song was also presented by 
one of  the youngest club 
member, Jamiyinla Jamir, 

while the vote of  thanks 
was delivered by convener 
of  planning committee, L 
Bendangwati Pongener.

Meanwhile the club has 
resolved to conduct a semi-
nar for the village council 
members, farmers and stu-
dents at the earliest with 
good resource persons; to 
start a corpus fund to as-
sist those educated youth 
vying for competitive ex-
aminations like UPSC and 
NPSC; and to take into 
practice the theme of  the 
golden jubilee celebration 
‘Refinement’ in every fea-

ture of  societal life.
The convener of the 

golden jubilee organising 
committee, L Bendangwati 
said that the club, as part of  
its grand year-long golden 
jubilee celebration, had 
conducted some noble ini-
tiatives in a phased manner; 
notable among them are – 
massive blood donation on 
World Blood Donor’s Day’ 
at IMDH and in other dis-
trict; free a medical camp, 
planting of trees on ‘World 
Environment Day’, provid-
ing a public address system 
in Longsa village etc.

Bishop of Kohima Rev. Dr. James Thoppil along with Mhasikholie Mar n Swiho a er the ordina on 
ceremony in Kohima on December 29.
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Mhasikholie ordained priest

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
A 27-year old deacon 
Mhasikholie Martin Swiho 
from Thenyizumi village 
under Phek district was or-
dained a priest with Most 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, 
Bishop of  Kohima as the 
main celebrant at Khuo-
chiezie (local ground) Ko-
hima on December 29.

Delivering his homily 
at the priestly ordination 
programme, Bishop of  
Kohima congratulated the 
newly ordained priest and 
pointed out that ordination 
of  priest is deeply rooted in 
the biblical tradition.

A priest, he said, is 
someone who truly believes 
to dedicate himself to the 
ministry of God and exe-
cute the office of the church 
in the service of God who 
functions as a priest, proph-
et and a leader according to 
the will of Christ.

Describing the works 
of  a priest as a ‘hard work 
and lowliest work,’ the 
Bishop advised the newly 

ordained priest to be pa-
tient as a humble servant 
of  God and to love and 
pray unceasingly. He also 
asked Swiho to surrender 
himself  totally unto God 
as he carry out the minis-
try with constant joy and 
genuine love for every hu-
man being.

The ordination cer-
emony was marked by of-
fering consecratory prayer 
upon the newly ordained 
priest administered by the 
Bishop and invoking the 
power of  the Holy Spirit 
upon the priest. Later, 
the newly ordained priest 
was vested with the stole 
and chasuble of  those be-
longing to the ministerial 
priesthood which he will 
use when presiding at the 
Eucharist.

Second child among 10 
siblings, Swiho was born 
to Theophilus Thepurhayi 
Swiho and Pezalhoukho-
no Angela Swiho on July 
29, 1990, at D. Block, 
Kohima. He lost both his 
parents while pursuing his 

philosophical studies.
Second child among 

10 siblings, Swiho was 
baptised at St. Francis de 
Sales Parish, Kohima, 
on January 20, 1991, by 
Fr. Jerome, SDB, and re-
ceived the Sacraments of  
Confirmation in 2003. 
He received his primary 
education at St. Andrew’s 
School, Thenyizumi vil-
lage, from 1994-99.

A handout stated that 
the call to priesthood 
dawned on him in the year 
2002 and his formation to 
priesthood began when 
he received the apostolic 
and minor seminary at St. 
Xavier’s Seminary, Jaluk-
ie; orientation course at 
Vianney Home, Chabua, 
Assam; major seminary 
at Good Shepherd Semi-
nary and Salesian Col-
lege, Dimapur; regency 
at St. Mary’s Parish, La-
zaphuhu, Longsa Centre; 
theology at Oriens Theo-
logical College, Shillong; 
and diaconate ordination 
on June 17, 2017.
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New Delhi, Dec. 29 (PTI): 
Civil society representatives 
from Manipur today put the 
onus of safeguarding interest 
of  the state on the Centre 
while finalising framework 
agreement with Naga rebel 
group NSCN (IM).

An eight-member team 
of  civil society bodies 
had met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi yesterday as 
part of campaign to apprise 
the central leadership 
about apprehensions in 
Manipur over territorial 
and administrative integrity 
of  the state due to lack of  
transparency in the ongoing 
Naga peace talks.

These organisations 
i n c l u d e  t h e  U n i t e d 

C o m m i t t e e  M a n i p u r 
(UCM), the All Manipur 
United Clubs Organisation 
( A M U C O )  a n d  t h e 
Committee on Civil Societies 
Kangleipak (CCSK).

“In our meeting with 
the prime minister, we 
conveyed our concerns 
over statements, which 
are against the interest of  
Manipur, coming from 
various quarters about the 
framework agreement,” 
U C M  P r e s i d e n t 
Elangbam Johnson, who 
is the spokesperson of  the 
delegation, told reporters 
here. He further said, “The 
PM asked us to have faith in 
his government and believe 
only in the official position 

and not anyone else. The 
onus is now on the Centre 
to safeguard the interest of  
Manipur.” 

In the past fortnight, the 
delegation had also met 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh,  BJP pres ident 
Amit Shah and Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi. 
A meeting was also held 
with R N Ravi, centre’s 
interlocutor in talks with 
NSCN (IM), among others.

Stressing that the civil 
society organisations in 
Manipur are not against 
a peace agreement with 
NSCN (IM), Johnson said 
it should not be at the cost 
of the state.

“ N S C N  ( I M )  h a s 

demanded integration 
of  Naga inhabited areas 
of  the North East, a pan 
Naga cultural identity and 
autonomous administration 
of the region, but that affects 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur,” he said.

T h e r e f o r e ,  a n y 
a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d 
between the Centre and the 
NSCN(IM) without consent 
of  the affected parties will 
not be accepted, he said.

Johnson, however, said 
while the Centre has given 
assurance that geographical 
identity of the states would 
not be altered, concerns 
remained over creation 
of  pan-Naga cul tural 
identity and autonomous 

administration bypassing 
states,  par t icularly in 
M a n i p u r.  I n  Au g u s t 
2015, the Centre and the 
Nationalist Socialist Council 
of  Nagaland (NSCN-IM) 
faction had signed an 
agreement, paving the way 
to end the country’s oldest 
insurgency. Dubbed the 
Framework Agreement, it 
has, however, failed to yield 
a final outcome.

Among others,  the 
NSCN(IM) has sought 
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  N a g a 
inhabited areas of the North 
East and autonomy of  
the proposed region. The 
demand affects Manipur 
as the state has vast areas 
inhabited by Nagas.

Shil long,  Dec.  29 (IANS): 
In a setback to the Congress in 
Meghalaya ahead of  assembly 
elections, eight MLAs including five 
from Congress, on Friday resigned 
from the assembly to contest the 
polls on the ticket of  National 
People’s Party (NPP), which is part 
of NDA.

The Congress legislators, who 
include former Deputy Chief  
Minister Rowell Lyngdoh, former 
cabinet ministers Prestone Tynsong, 
Coming One Ymbon, Sniawbhalang 
Dhar and Ngaitlang Dhar submitted 
their resignation letters to Assembly 
Commissioner and Secretary, 
Andrew Simon.

Apart from the five Congress 
legislators, the other three are 
United Democratic Party legislator 
Re m i n g t o n  P y n g r o p e,  a n d 
Independents, Hopeful Bamon and 
Stephanson Mukhim.

The resignations come after 
Congress legislator P.N. Syiem, who 
is also the Chief Executive Member 

of Khasi Hills Autonomous District 
Council, resigned as member of  
the assembly and joined the newly-
floated People’s Democratic Front.

Moreover, veteran Congress 
legislators -- state Congress president 
and four-times Chief Minister D.D. 
Lapang, incumbent Deputy Chief  
Prof. Roytre Christopher Laloo, 
besides Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Roshan Warjri -- have been 
declared “retired” from electoral 
politics. “We (Congress legislators) 
have put in our papers since the 
leadership (Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma) in the state has failed to 
meet the aspirations of the people, 
besides the style of  functioning of  
the Chief Minister,” Tynsong said.

Accusing Chief Minister Sangma 
of  practising “one-upmanship”, 
Tynsong however said, “despite his 
negativity, there is also a positive 
side too. Mukul (Sangma) is a good 
leader. He is courageous, whatever 
he says we had to do it.”

NPP national President Conrad 

K. Sangma said all the eight 
legislators would formally join the 
NPP on January 4 at a public rally 
in Polo grounds here.

“Their decision to join NPP is 
a shot in the arm for us. It is also 
an indication that people of  the 
state want a new party to lead the 
state,” Sangma, who is also the 
lone Lok Sabha member from the 
state, told IANS. The (National 
People’s Party) NPP, an ally of the 
BJP-led NDA central government, 
has two members in the Meghalaya 
assembly. It was founded by former 
Lok Sabha Speaker (late) Purno 
Agitok Sangma. Veteran Congress 
leader and Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma had earlier said that in 
constituencies represented by rebel 
Congress MLAs, there is tremendous 
pressure to put up candidates.

“The good thing is that we are 
getting promising leaders who are 
showing keen interest to join the 
Congress and offer themselves for 
the people as potential candidates. 

This is setting a new benchmark,” 
the Chief Minister added.

The Congress has been reduced 
to 24 from 30 members in the 
truncated 51-member assembly 
following the resignations.

However, Mukul Sangma is 
expected to complete his five-year 
term as Chief  Minister with the 
support of two Nationalist Congress 
Party legislators, one member from 
the North-East Democratic Socialist 
Party and seven independent 
legislators supporting the Congress-
led government.

The opposition Meghalaya 
People’s Front is made up of seven 
United Democratic Party legislators, 
two from the National People’s Party. 
The Hill State People’s Democratic 
Party, which has four members and 
four independents, is not part of  
the opposition grouping. The ninth 
Meghalaya assembly, comprising 
60 members, was constituted on 
March 1, 2013, and its term expires 
on March 6 next year.

Majuli (Assam), Dec. 29 
(IANS): Aiming to give a 
boost to the inland water 
transport sector in the North-
East, Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on Friday flagged off  
regular cargo transportation 
through waterways from 
Pandu Port near Guwahati 
to Dhubri along the Indo-
Bangladesh border.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Union Shipping and Water 
Resources Minister said: “The 
central government is keen 
to develop Brahmaputra as a 
major waterway for boosting 
trade and commerce as it 
would enable the cargos to 
ply through Bangladesh till 
Chittagong Port and open sea 
route for Assam to connect 
with other important ports of  
the country.”

“An MoU has already 
been signed between the 
governments of  India and 
Bangladesh to dredge the 
river Brahmaputra including 
the por tion of  the r iver 
that fal ls  in Bangladesh 
for rapid development of  
water navigation and cargo 
transportation,” said Gadkari, 
who was accompanied by 
A s s a m  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Sarbananda Sonowal.

Cargo transpor tat ion 
through inland waterways 
was the cheapest mode of  
transpor tation and once 
the dredging work in both 

Brahmaputra and Barak was 
complete, it would bring huge 
economic benefit to the state 
and the region, he added.

The minister also called 
upon the state government 
to explore ways to develop 
river tourism in the state and 
suggested to it to initiate 
action for production of  bio-
ethanol from bamboo taking 
advantage of the huge bamboo 
plantations in the state.

Appreciating CM Sonowal 
for making sincere efforts to 
develop Majuli and the state, 
the Union Minister said that 
the central government was 
fully supporting the state 
government’s endeavours to 
uplift the state’s economy.

Gadkari also laid the 
foundation stone for a project 
for protection of  river island 
Majuli from the floods and 
erosion of  the Brahmaputra 
river and assured that the 
island would not shrink any 
further.

The central government 
has sanctioned an amount of  
Rs 233.54 crore for the project.

Addres s ing  a  pub l i c 
meeting, the union minister 
said the scheme envisaged 
four components including 
construction of  geo-bag bank 
revetment work for a total 
length of 27 km, construction 
of  RCC porcupine screens at 
41 locations, construction of a 
Pilot Channel and construction 

of a sluice gate at Birinabari.
“The works implemented 

by Brahmaputra Board has 
reversed the trend from erosion 
to siltation. The area of  land 
mass of  Majuli island, which 
was 502.21 sq.km in 2004 
stood at 524.29 sq.km in 
November last year, as per 
satellite imagery,” he said.

The present scheme to be 
executed by the Brahmaputra 
B o a r d  w a s  a s  p e r  t h e 
recommendation of  a team 
of experts called the Technical 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 
constituted by the Union 
Water Resources Ministry, 
Gadkari said.

“My ministry has cleared 
the project and it  is  my 
pleasure to mention here that 
the Ministry of  Development 
of  North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) has also agreed 
to allocate an amount of  
Rs.207 crore and the balance 
amount is to be funded by the 
Brahmaputra Board.

Gadkari also laid the 
foundation stone for the 
Brahmaputra Board office 
complex at Majuli, to be 
constructed at an estimated 
cost of Rs 40 crore. 

Majuli island is surrounded 
by the mighty Brahmaputra 
r iver  in  the  south,  and 
Kherkatia Suti, Luit Suti and 
Subansiri rivers in the north 
and is susceptible to both 
floods and erosion.

Agartala, Dec. 29 (IANS): In 
India’s 65-year electoral history, 
the country’s dominant Left 
party, the CPI-M, has never been 
in direct confrontation with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
Political developments in Tripura 
this year have set the stage for 
their first face-to-face battle in 
the February 2018 assembly 
polls as the saffron outfit has 
emerged as the key opposition 
party in this Communist-ruled 
state.

In what  was seen as  a 
shot in the arm less than two 
months ahead of  the assembly 
elections, the BJP officially 
entered the Tripura assembly 
after the Speaker on December 8 
recognised six former Trinamool 
Congress legislators who had 
defected to the party as BJP 
members. 

They  became  the  BJP 
members in the assembly since 
the northeastern state got a 
legislative body, a 32-member 
Territorial Council, 60 years ago 
in 1957.

Expressing confidence about 
defeating the Communist Party 
of  India-Marxist (CPI-M) -- 
headed by four-term Chief  
Minister Manim Sarkar, who 
has been in power in the state 
since 1998 -- state BJP President 
Biplab Kumar Deb said that 
Tripura would be the country’s 
20th state to be ruled by the BJP 
and its allies.

“Today, the BJP, along with 

its partners, is in control of  19 of  
the 29 states in India. Some 65 to 
68 per cent of  India’s population 
resides in these 19 states,” Deb 
told IANS.

“Due to misgovernance, 
corruption, crime against women 
and a record political murders, 
the BJP’s growth in Tripura in 
2017 was incomparable. Based 
on this growth and with the ‘Prati 
Ghare Rojgar, Prati Ghare Modi 
Sarkar’ (employment in each 
household, Modi government 
in every household) slogan, the 
BJP will form the government 
in the state after February’s 
elections,” Deb maintained.

The 47-year-old BJP leader 
said his party would help the 
people to live without fear, 
express themselves through 
freedom of  speech, remove 
poverty and ensure zero tolerance 
of  crime against women.

According to BJP leaders, 
over 25,000 supporters of  other 
parties, including the CPI-M, 
joined the BJP in 2017 while 
over 30 party leaders, including 
central ministers and MPs, 
took part in the campaign in 
Tripura as the saffron party in 
its National Executive had set a 
target to capture the state.

Political analyst and writer 
Sekhar Datta said that in the 
outgoing year it had become 
explicitly clear that the Congress 
had become insignificant and 
that the BJP would take its place 
next February.

“Since 1952, the Congress 
has played a considerable role. 
But, for the first time, it would 
fight for the third or at best 
second position in the polls,” 
Datta told IANS.

The Congress strength has 
been reduced to three in the 
60-member assembly from the 
original 10 as six of  its members 
quit, joined the Trinamool 
Congress and then the BJP. 
Another Congress MLA joined 
the Communist Party of  India-
Marxist (CPI-M).

On their part, the ruling 
party’s leaders are confident 
that a Left Front government 
would be formed next February 
as a record 15,335 voters of  
other parties joined the CPI-M 
in 2017.

Referring to French Emperor 
Napoleon’s final defeat by a 
combined force of  the British 
and the Prussians in 1815, 
CPI-M General  Secretar y 
Sitaram Yechury said: “The BJP 
would be stopped in Tripura in 
its continuing (string of) election 
victories and this would be its 
Waterloo.”

“ T h e  B J P  f o r m e d 
governments in Manipur and 
Goa (earlier this year) by using 
money power and illegal means. 
They would use all methods 
to win in Tripura as they have 
declared that Left-ruled states, 
including Kerala, are their main 
targets,” Yechury told IANS.

However, the Left Front 

government found itself  in 
an awkward position after the 
Supreme Court on March 29 
upheld a Tripura High Court 
verdict terminating the jobs 
of  10,323 government school 
teachers, citing irregularities.

But, in a fresh order on 
December 14, the apex court 
extended the  terminat ion 
deadline to June 30 next year 
instead of  December 31, 2017.

Another jolt during the year 
was when the tribal Indigenous 
People’s Front of  Tripura (IPFT) 
blocked the vital National 
Highway-8, the state’s lifeline, 
and the lone railway line for more 
than 10 days in July to demand 
a separate homeland, causing 
an acute shortage of  essential 
items and much hardship to the 
people.

The IPFT has been agitating 
since 2009 for upgrading the 
existing Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council 
(TTAADC) into a separate tribal 
state.

Almost all major political 
parties, including the Left Front, 
Congress, the BJP and other 
tribal parties have rejected the 
demand, saying it is not practical 
to divide the small state. 

As in the previous few 
years, Tripura, once ravaged 
by four-and-a-half  decades of  
terrorism, remained free of  any 
militancy-related incidents in 
2017, defending its hard-earned 
peace.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
Scientists have reported 
six new water beetles 
responsible for nutrient 
recycling and natural food 
web from Manipur for the 
first time in India.

T h e s e  n e w  w a t e r 
beetles -  Elmomophes 
brevicornis,  Enochrus 
nigropiceus, Helochares 
atropiceus,  Chasmogenus 
abnormalis, Paracymus Sp. 
and Hydrocanthus guinuoti, 
reported from wetlands in 
Manipur  are yet to be listed 
in Zoological Survey of  
India records.

T h e s e  n e w  w a t e r 
beetles locally known as 
Tharaikokpi macha varieties 
were detected and identified 
during the course of a three-
year study on importance of  
aquatic beetles (coleoptera), 
in freshwater eco-systems 
of  Manipur by Dr M 
Bhubaneshwari Devi, a 
zoology teacher in Manipur’s 
premier DM College of  
Science in association with 
Senior research fellow O 
Sandhyarani. The study 
concluded in Dec., 2017.

“In fact ,  22  water 
beetles (out of  recorded 
65 water beetles belonging 
to coleoptera order) were 
reported for the first time 

in Manipur in our study 
across nine wetland sites 
under eight districts,” says 
Senior research fellow 
Sandhyarani. “These newly 
repor ted beetles  from 
Manipur belong to different 
families and numbers of  
Dytiscid and Hydrophid 
beetles are abundant in the 
study.”

The said nine wetland 
s i t e s  in  Manipur  a re 
Porompat, Lamphelpat, 
Lous ipat ,  Loktakpat , 
Leimaram, Thawai, Noney, 
Moreh and Tuibong.

The aquatic beetles are 
an important part of  most 
aquatic ecosystems both 
in larval and adult stages 
and they are responsible 
for nutrient recycling and 
natural food web in the 
freshwater eco-systems 
besides functioning as bio-
indicator (of  the wetland 
water quality). They also 
eat water fleas, flatworms, 
mosquito larvae,  frog 
tadpoles etc, according to 
Dr Bhubaneshwari.

S a n d hya r a n i  w h o 
actively involved in the 
research works on insects in 
North East India however 
expressed her desire to 
explore more on aquatic 
insect world considering its 
importance in conserving 

the rich biodiversity of  the 
region.

“We cannot study much 
on issues relating to climate 
change impact etc. due to 
limited resources. Who 
knows the recent floods 
might have impacted to 
aquatic insects a lot,” she 
felt. Manipur has witnessed 
five times flood since cyclone 
‘Mora’ hit the state since 
May end this year.

In their previous study 
on diversity of insect fauna 
in Loktak Lake of Manipur, 
Dr Bhubaneshwari and 
Sandhyarani had also 
reported that many Edible 
aquatic insects (out of  31) 
are vanishing from Loktak, 
the largest freshwater lake 
in North East and natural 
habitat of  around 100 
aquatic insects due to the 
ongoing degradation of the 
lake’s biodiversity.

Naosek (Lethocerus 
indicus), the giant water 
b u g ,  T h a r a i k o k p i 
(cybister), a genus of water 
beetle, Konjeng Kokphai 
(Diplonychus rusticus), 
another water bug and Long 
Khajing (Gerris Lacustris), 
the common pond skater 
and Maikhumbi (Baetidae), 
a family of mayflies, etc are 
some of  the edible aquatic 
insects in Manipur. 

Imphal, Dec. 29 (PTI): Manipur Governor 
Najma Heptulla today said that she is very 
happy that the ‘Muslim Women Protection 
of Rights on Marriage Bill’ bill was passed 
in the Lok Sabha.

Sufferings of  Muslim women across 
the country will come to an end if  the bill 
becomes an Act, Heptulla said.

She appealed to the members of  the 
Rajya Sabha to pass the bill unanimously as 
she supports Prime Minister Modi’s appeal 
for a consensus to pass the bill.

“It is a positive stand and triple talaq is a 
wrong practice and most Muslim countries 
have discarded it,” Heptulla told PTI over 
phone.

“The prime minister has taken a major 
historic step and Muslim women will be very 
happy as it is not about religion but a wrong 
practice, which is anti-Islamic, and that Islam 
cannot have discrimination between man 
and woman.” Heptulla said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday had urged for a consensus to pass 
the ‘Muslim Women Protection of Rights 
on Marriage Bill’ to make ‘triple talaq’ into 
a punishable offence.

The Supreme Court in August had 
pronounced a historic judgement and said 
that ‘triple talaq’ is unconstitutional and 
violates fundamental rights of  Muslim 
women.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 29 (EMN): 
The second edition of  
the National Mushroom 
D a y  w h i c h  f a l l s  o n 
Dec. 23 every year was 
c e l e b r a t e d  a t  I n d i a n 
Council of  Agricultural 
Research(ICAR), Manipur 
Centre on Dec. 29 Fri.

Director K Kipgen 
o f  S ta te  hor t icu l ture 
department was the chief  
guest of the formal inaugural 
function of the day. 

Many scientists and 
officials  of  the ICAR 
M a n i p u r  c e n t r e  a n d 
a number of  mushroom 
farmers also attended the 
day’s observation. 

Unlike the first edition, 
about 45 mushroom growers 
and producers from both 
hill and valley districts 
participated in the occasion 
and deliberated on the 
importance of  mushrooms 
as quality food and the scope 
and potential of mushroom 
cultivation.

The horticulture director 

also expressed his desire to 
promote up-gradation of  
the mushroom cultivation 
besides instituting a new 
mushroom seeds uni t 
considering the public 
demands.

In fact mushroom has 
no other important issues 

in the marketing sector. But 
the farmers usually faces the 
unavailability of mushroom 
seeds during its three seasons 
in a year. 

Generally mushroom are 
cultivated in three seasons –
Dec., June and Sept. and 
produces around 150 tonnes 

in a season, according to Dr 
Sushil Kumar Sharma of  
ICAR Manipur centre

Interestingly there are 
three mushroom species in 
Manipur. They are oyster, 
hshzygius and shiitake. 
Though the first two are 
widely cultivated in the 

region, shiitake variety 
which are endemic in 
Manipur and Nagaland is 
in the process of producing 
in bulk for commercial 
purposes.

“Earlier people used 
to cultivate this species 
using wood logs. But after 
our interventions, it can 
be cultivated using saw-
dust etc,” said Dr Sushil. 
“Besides the duration of the 
cultivation period has also 
been shorten from one year 
to just three months.”

A small exhibition was 
also organised within the 
ICAR campus during the 
day’s observation which 
was held under the theme 
“Mushroom cultivation: 
wealth from waste.”

Paddy residue and other 
agricultural and horticultural 
waste were utilised for 
the successful cultivation 
of  mushroom in the state. 
Demand of mushroom are 
on the rise considering its 
taste and nutritional values 
in the region.

EM Images

Manipur hor culture department Director Kipgen inspec ng a stall during na onal mushroom day exhibi on 
at ICAR Imphal on Friday.

Naga peace talks: Onus on Centre to protect 
Manipur’s interest, say Civil Society groups 

In blow to Congress, eight Meghalaya legislators quit

Gadkari flags off cargo transport through Brahmaputra Tripura: Year that set the stage for a direct Left vs BJP battle 

Scientists discovers six water beetles 

Manipur gov. lends voice to 
Modi s stand on triple talaq

National Mushroom Day observed in Manipur 

Enochrus nigropiceus

Elmomophes brevicornis

Chasmogenus abnormalis

Hydrocanthus guinuo

Paracymus Sp.

Helochares atropiceus



5BUSINESS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, December 30, 2017

PTI

New  Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley arrives for the winter session 
at Parliament House in New Delhi on Friday.

Microsoft’s replacement app for 
usual lockscreen now in India

RCOM’s decision to monetise wireless 
assets a good development: SBI Chairman

Apple apologises for 
slowing older iPhones down

Great consumer feedback on Honor 
7X led to open-sale model: Huawei

Google quietly stops 
selling Pixel C tablet

India’s external debt 
rises to $495.7 bn

Industrial oils rebound on renewed demand

Markets sign off 2017 with 28 pc gains

Creditors need to take haircut 
in resolving bankruptcy: Jaitley 

LG announces 
Google 
Assistant 
powered 
‘ThinQ’ speaker

Seoul, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
South Korean tech major 
LG Electronics has an-
nounced that it is adding a 
new smart speaker named 
“ThinQ” to its 2018 line-up, 
which will be powered by 
Google Assistant.

Amazon and Apple 
also have voice-controlled 
devices that have become 
popular of late.

“The LG ‘ThinQ’ looks 
to be a more high-end com-
petitor to something like 
Google’s ‘Home Max’,” 
Tech Crunch reported late 
on Thursday.

“LG’s new speaker is 
promising a ‘premium’ au-
dio experience thanks to 
‘Meridian Audio’ technol-
ogy and support for lossless 
high resolution audio,” the 
report added.

The South Korean 
company has not disclosed 
much details about the up-
coming device.

The smart speaker will 
be unveiled at The Interna-
tional Consumer Electron-
ics Show (CES) 2018.

LG “ThinQ” can re-
portedly control smart 
home devices via Google 
Assistant and a voice app 
from the company that also 
controls other smart home 
appliances in the “ThinQ” 
line-up.

The device will compete 
with smart speakers such as 
Amazon’s “Echo” line-up, 
Google Home and Apple’s 
soon-to-launch “Home-
Pod”.

Moto G5S Plus 
price slashed in 
India

New Delhi, Dec. 29 
(IANS): Lenovo-owned 
Motorola on Friday an-
nounced a permanent 
price cut of  Rs 1,000 on its 
popular mid-range smart-
phone -- Moto G5S Plus in 
India, bringing down the 
price to Rs 14,999.

Moto G5S Plus was 
launched in August for 
Rs 15,999 and comes with 
4GB RAM and 64GB 
onboard storage which 
is further expandable up 
to 128GB via a microSD 
card slot. 

The device sports two 
13MP sensors at the rear. 
One is a monochrome lens 
and the other one is an 
RGB sensor. 

The specifications of  
G5S Plus include a Qual-
comm Snapdragon 625 
processor.

The device is powered 
by a 3,000mAh battery 
with “TurboPower” fea-
ture.

“TurboPower” can give 
six hours of  battery life in 
just 15 minutes of  charge, 
the company had claimed 
during the launch.

The dual-SIM Moto 
G5S Plus runs Android 
7.1 Nougat operating sys-
tem (OS) out of  the box 
and sports a 5.5-inch full-
HD IPS LCD display with 
Corning Gorilla Glass 3 
protection.

The smartphone is 
available in blush gold 
and lunar gray colours on 
Amazon.in and “Moto 
Hub” stores that have been 
opened for consumers to 
experience the latest Mo-
torola technology and get 
a hands-on demo of  the 
entire product portfolio.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 
(IANS): Banks and credi-
tors would need to take 
a “haircut” on their bad 
loans, even as defaulting 
promoters could make 
their businesses opera-
tional again by paying the 
outstanding interest on the 
loan, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said on Fri-
day.

He was replying to the 
debate in the Lok Sabha 
on Friday after it passed 
the amendments to the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) which seek to 
plug potential loopholes 
in the Code and prohibit 
“certain persons”, such as 
wilful defaulters, from sub-
mitting resolution plans to 
let them take charge of  the 
company.

“Workmen, creditors, 
banks, unsecured credi-
tors..all need to take a hair-
cut so there is an equitable 
distribution of  the resolu-
tion process,” Jaitley said, 
noting that the govern-
ment featured later in the 
“waterfall list” of  creditors 
involved in the resolution 
of  the non-performing as-
sets (NPA), or bad loans, 
in the Indian banking sys-
tem that have crossed the 
staggering level of  Rs 8.5 
lakh crore.

A haircut signifies ac-
cepting a lower than mar-
ket value for the asset for a 
resolution of  the NPA.

“However, you can-
not have a situation where 
the promoters responsible 
for the NPAs in the first 
place come in through the 
back door to take over the 

company again...so it was 
necessary to have an ineli-
gibility criteria,” he said.

Jaitley, who also holds 
the corporate affairs port-
folio, further clarified that 
management is not barred 
from making a unit op-
erational if  it pays the 
outstanding interest on the 
stressed loan.

“No one is being de-
barred for life and neither 
are we asking that you pay 
the whole amount. Just 
pay the interest and make 
the account operational,” 
he said.

The Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Bill, 2017 
will replace an ordinance 
promulgated earlier. The 
IBC, being implemented 
by the Corporate Affairs 
Ministry, became opera-
tional in December 2016 
and provides for a time-
bound insolvency resolu-
tion process.

The changes pro-
posed are expected to 
help streamline the proc-
ess of  selecting buyers for 
stressed assets.

For instance, currently 
the Code does not specify 
the type of  buyers who 
can bid for stressed assets 
of  companies that are un-
dergoing bankruptcy pro-
ceedings.

Certain people prohib-
ited from submitting the 
resolution plan include 
wilful defaulters, disquali-
fied directors, promoters 
or management of  the de-
faulting company or any 
person who has indulged 
in these activities abroad.

Mumbai, Dec. 29 (PTI): Equities 
rallied on the last trading session 
of  2017 today, bringing to close 
a remarkable year that saw the 
benchmarks surging past mile-
stones and rewarding investors 
with a stellar 28 per cent returns.

The BSE Sensex rose 209 
points to finish at a fresh life-time 
high of  34,056.83 today, while the 
broad-based NSE Nifty jumped 
52.80 points, or 0.50 per cent, to 
end at 10,530.70, just shy of  its 
closing peak.

Power, IT, auto and infra-
structure stocks witnessed robust 
buying, while the beginning of  
the January 2018 series of  futures 
and options added to the momen-
tum.

It has been an upbeat year for 
the markets. The Sensex and Nifty 
surpassed the 34,000 and 10,500 
levels for the first time, shrugging 
off  below-expected corporate 
earnings as well as uncertainties 
on the global front.

While the implementation 
of  the GST caused short-term 
disruptions, investors feel the 
government will stay firm on its 
reforms agenda, backed by the 
BJP’s strong showing in Gujarat 

and Himachal Pradesh assembly 
elections, brokers said.

The Sensex clocked its best 
performance in recent years, ris-
ing by 7,430.37, or 27.91 per cent 
in 2017.

It had gained 508.92 points, or 
1.94 per cent, last year.

The Nifty too rallied 2,344.90 
points, or 28.65 per cent, in 2017.

“Market surprised the inves-
tors with a positive note on the 
final trading day of  2017. Expec-
tation of  a pick up in third quarter 
earnings and strengthening of  ru-
pee supported the sentiment.

“Focus on upcoming Union 
Budget and government’s reforms 
will direct investors to turn sec-
tor/stock specific. We feel that 
though the outlook on main in-
dices is moderate in the short to 
medium-term, the broad market 
will maintain its vibrancy as busi-
nesses flourish,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of  Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services.

The 30-share index started the 
day on a strong note at 33,889.39 
and hit a high of  34,086.05 before 
closing at 34,056.83, up by 208.80 
points, or 0.62 per cent.

It surpassed its previous clos-

ing high of  34,010.61 reached on 
December 26.

The broad-based NSE Nifty 
rose 52.80 points, or 0.50 per 
cent, to end at 10,530.70 after 
trading between 10,538.70 and 
10,488.65.

Both the indices rose for the 
fourth straight week. The Sensex 
advanced by 116.53 points, or 
0.34 per cent, while the Nifty 
gained 37.70 points, or 0.35 per 
cent, during the period.

Shares of  Reliance Commu-
nications continued their rally for 
the fourth straight session today, 
ending 17 per cent higher after 
Mukesh Ambani stepped in to 
bail out the debt- ridden firm by 
acquiring spectrum, tower, optical 
fibre network and other assets.

In four days, shares of  the 
company have zoomed 122 per 
cent adding Rs 5,506.76 crore to 
its market capitalisation.

In the Sensex kitty, Tata Mo-
tors saw the maximum gain of  
3.06 per cent, followed by Axis 
Bank (2.74 per cent), TCS (2.72 
per cent), Hero MotoCorp (2.38 
per cent), Adani Ports (1.94 per 
cent), Wipro (1.90 per cent), Asian 
Paints (1.16 per cent), Maruti Su-

zuki (1.05 per cent), HDFC Ltd 
(0.94 per cent), ONGC (0.85 per 
cent), NTPC (0.83 per cent) and 
Hindustan Unilever (0.79 per 
cent).

Sector-wise, the rally was driv-
en by telecom (up 1.63 per cent), 
power (1.46 per cent), teck (1.24 
per cent), IT (1.20 per cent), auto 
(1.16 per cent), FMCG (0.85 per 
cent), consumer durables (0.85 
per cent), infrastructure (0.83 
per cent), capital goods (0.51 
per cent), realty (0.46 per cent), 
bankex (0.36 per cent) and health-
care (0.18 per cent).

The BSE mid-cap and small-
cap indices ended higher by 0.74 
per cent and 0.64 per cent, respec-
tively.

Trading was thin across glo-
bal markets on the last session of  
the year. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
rose 0.19 per cent while Shang-
hai Composite gained 0.33 per 
cent. Japan’s Nikkei shed 0.08 per 
cent.

European markets were down 
in early trade with Paris CAC 40 
falling 0.11 per cent, while Frank-
furt’s DAX shed 0.29 per cent. 
London’s FTSE rose 0.27 per 
cent.

Mumbai, Dec. 29 (PTI): Castor-
seeds bold and castor oil commercial 
saw a rebound at the Vashi oils and 
oilseeds wholesale market here to-
day following renewed demand from 
soaps and shippers industries.

While, groundnut oil and refined 
palmolein slipped following subdued 
demand from stockists and retailers.

Meanwhile, linseed oil ruled 
steady in absence of  any worthwhile 
buying activity.

In the non-edible segment, cas-
torseeds bold regained by Rs 25 per 
100 kg to Rs 4,500 from Thursday’s 
close Rs 4,475 and castor oil com-
mercial moved up by Rs 5 per 10 kg 
to Rs 930 as against Rs 925 yester-

day.
Linseed oil ended unaltered at 

Rs 790 per 10 kg.
Moving to edible section, ground-

nut oil declined by Rs 10 per 10 kg to 
Rs 970 as against yesterday’s close 
Rs 980 and refined palmolein edged 
down by Rs 3 per 10 kg to Rs 617 
from Rs 620.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (IANS): India’s total external debt 
for the end-September quarter 2017 rose by $23.9 bil-
lion or 5.1 per cent to $495.7 billion over the level of  
end-March period, official data showed on Friday.

According to data furnished by the Ministry of  Fi-
nance, the debt level on a sequential basis increased 
by around $10 billion or 2.1 per cent to $495.7 billion, 
from $485.8 billion reported for the end-June period.

As per the standard practice, India’s external debt 
statistics for the quarters ending March and June are 
released by the Reserve Bank of  India with a lag of  one 
quarter and those for the quarters ending September 
and December by the Ministry of  Finance.

“The rise in external debt during the period was 
primarily due to the increase in foreign portfolio in-
vestment (FPI) in the debt segment of  domestic capital 
market included under commercial borrowings,” said 
the quarterly report on external debt.

“Some increase in short-term debt primarily due to 
trade related credit also contributed to the overall in-
crease in total external debt.”

San Francisco, Dec. 29 (IANS): After fac-
ing widespread criticism for admitting that 
it deliberately slows down ageing iPhone 
models, Apple has formally apologised to 
the global iPhone community.

“We know that some of you feel Apple 
has let you down. We apologise,” Apple 
said in a statement late on Thursday.

Apple has also reduced the price of an 
out-of-warranty iPhone battery replacement 
by $50 -- from $79 to $29 -- for anyone with 
an iPhone 6 or later whose battery needs to 
be replaced. The offer starts in late January 
and will be available worldwide through 
December 2018. The slowing down issue 
affects older models, including iPhone 6, 
iPhone 6s, iPhone SE and iPhone 7.

“There’s been a lot of misunderstanding 
about this issue, so we would like to clarify 
and let you know about some changes we’re 
making,” the Cupertino-based iPhone mak-
er said. “First and foremost, we have never 
-- and would never -- do anything to inten-
tionally shorten the life of any Apple prod-
uct, or degrade the user experience to drive 
customer upgrades,” the company added.

To help customers learn more about 
iPhone’s rechargeable battery and the fac-
tors affecting its performance, Apple has 
posted a new support article titled “iPhone 
Battery and Performance” on its website.

About a year ago in iOS 10.2.1, Apple 
delivered a software update that improves 
power management during peak workloads 
to avoid unexpected shutdowns on iPhone 
6, iPhone 6 Plus, iPhone 6s, iPhone 6s Plus 
and iPhone SE.

With the update, iOS dynamically man-

ages the maximum performance of some 
system components when needed to pre-
vent a shutdown.

“While these changes may go unno-
ticed, in some cases users may experience 
longer launch times for apps and other re-
ductions in performance,” Apple acknowl-
edged. Apple also extended the same sup-
port for iPhone 7 and iPhone 7 Plus in 
iOS 11.2. However, the company began 
to receive feedback from some users who 
were seeing slower performance in certain 
situations.

“We now believe that another contribu-
tor to these user experiences is the contin-
ued chemical ageing of the batteries in old-
er iPhone 6 and iPhone 6s devices, many 
of which are still running on their original 
batteries,” Apple said. Early in 2018, Apple 
will issue an iOS software update with new 
features that give users more visibility into 
the health of their iPhone’s battery.

“As always, our team is working on 
ways to make the user experience even bet-
ter, including improving how we manage 
performance and avoid unexpected shut-
downs as batteries age,” the company said.

The firm has had eight separate lawsuits 
in the US filed against it over the matter, and 
had also been facing additional legal action 
in Israel and France. Apple acknowledged 
earlier in December that it does deliberately 
slow down some models of the iPhone as 
they age. In November, Apple was forced to 
release an update to fix a security issue with 
its Mac operating system that made it possi-
ble to gain entry to a device and administra-
tive powers without a password.

San Francisco, Dec. 29 
(IANS): Google has qui-
etly stopped selling its 
popular Pixel C tablet 
through its online store 
in favour of  the new 
$1,000 Pixelbook hybrid 
laptop it released earlier 
this year.

“As is common when 
a device has been out for 
a few years, we’re now re-
tiring Pixel C and it is no 
longer available for sale. 
We are committed to up-
dating and supporting 
it, including the recent 
update to Android 8.0, 
so customers can con-
tinue to get the best out 
of  their device,” Google 
was quoted as saying by 
CNET late Thursday.

“Our newly-launched 
Google Pixelbook com-
bines the best parts of  a 

laptop and a tablet for 
those looking for a versa-
tile device,” the tech gi-
ant added.

Launched in 2015, 
the Pixel C tablet was a 
well-received device that 
comes from an earlier 
age of  Google hardware, 
when the company took 
a more experimental ap-
proach.

The shift from the 
Pixel C to Pixelbook does 
represent something of  a 
larger trend for the in-
dustry in recent years, as 
many have moved from 
slates to convertibles, ac-
cording to Tech Crunch.

The Pixelbook is not 
as slim as a stand-alone 
tablet but it is a pretty 
solid tablet replacement 
as well as a well-rounded 
computing device.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 
(IANS): A day after Re-
liance Communications 
(RCOM) announced it 
was selling its wireless as-
sets to Reliance Jio, State 
Bank of  India Chairman 
Rajnish Kumar on Friday 
termed it a good develop-
ment and would hopefully 
set an example for other 
promoters.

“It is a very good and 
welcome development. 
The banks have been fully 
protected and no loss is 
expected. Despite the fact 
that there is a stress in 
the telecom sector, I am 
hoping that this will set a 
very good example for the 
other promoters also of  
the companies which are 
under stress,” Kumar told 
BTVi in an interview.

Reliance Jio Infocomm 
(RJIL), a subsidiary of  Re-
liance Industries Limited, 
on Thursday announced 
signing of  a “definitive 

agreement” for the acqui-
sition of  specified assets of  
RCOM and its affiliates.

Consequent to the 
agreement, Jio or its 
nominees will acquire as-
sets under four categories 
-- towers, optic fibre cable 
network, spectrum and 
media convergence nodes 
-- from RCOM and its af-
filiates, Jio said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

RCOM’s assets which 
were put up for monetisa-
tion include 122.4 MHz 
of  4G Spectrum in the 
800/900/1800/2100 MHz 
bands, over 43,000 towers, 
around 1.78 lakh km of  
fibre with pan-India foot-
print and 248 media con-
vergence nodes, covering 
five million sq ft used for 
hosting telecom infrastruc-
ture. 

Reliance Group Chair-
man Anil Ambani had on 
Tuesday said the company 
has achieved full resolu-

tion of  Reliance Commu-
nications’ debt, reducing 
it by Rs 25,000 crore to Rs 
6,000 crore by monetising 
assets.

RCOM bonds jumped 
from 34 cents to 55 cents 
on announcement of  asset 
sales to Jio, according to 
industry sources.

“RIL’s acquisition of  
RCOM’s wireless telecom 
infrastructure, while not 
entirely surprising, does 
bring synergies for RIL’s 
telecom business which 
currently has lease/shar-
ing arrangements with 
RCOM for some of  its ex-
isting infrastructure - spec-
trum, towers and optic 
fibre backbone,” analyst 
Morgan Stanley said in a 
report.

Maintaining its up-
ward trajectory RCOM 
shares were trading at Rs 
34.98 per share, up 12.98 
per cent at 12.37 p.m. at 
the BSE.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 
(IANS): The continuous 
great response for Honor 
7X smartphone forced the 
company to opt for the 
open-sale model for the de-
vice so that users who could 
not get their hands on it af-
ter three flash sales can own 
the phone, an executive 
from Huawei has said.

“With the launch of the 
Honor 7X, we have created 
a milestone for the competi-
tion in the budget category,” 
P Sanjeev, Vice President, 
Sales, Huawei India-Con-
sumer Business Group, told 
IANS. 

Earlier this week, Hua-
wei’s sub-brand Honor an-
nounced that global sales of  
its X series of smartphones 
including the recently-
launched Honor 7X hit the 
40 million mark and said 
the device will be available 
with offers in an open-sale 
model till January 5.

“X-series including 
Honor 4X, Honor5X, 
Honor 6X and Honor 7X 
have achieved over 40 mil-
lion unit sales in the global 
market with the Honor 7X 
being recognised as the best-
seller during the Christmas 
week sales on Amazon.in,” 

the company said in a state-
ment.

Huawei launch Honor 
6X in the begining of this 
year and created a new 
benchmark for the sub-15K 
phone category with an 
industry-first dual-camera 
technology. 

“Honor 7X, like its 
predecessor, provides users 
access to premium features 
at an affordable price, be it 
the beautiful FHD+ full-
view screen, or the premi-
um sturdy yet sleek design,” 
Sanjeev added.

Earlier this month, Hon-
or 7X was launched for Rs 
12,999 for the 32GB storage 
variant and Rs 15,999 for 
the 64GB variant.

The device houses a 
bezel-less screen and dual-
lens (16MP + 2MP) rear 
camera with large aperture 
and fast focusing.

With the “Phase Detec-
tion Auto Focus” (PDAF) 
technology and the latest al-
gorithms, the device enables 
focusing in 0.18 seconds.

The Honor 7X is pow-
ered by an Octal-core Kirin 
659 processor at 2.36GHz 
and is equipped with 4GB 
RAM and its custom 
EMUI5.1 OS.

San Francisco, Dec. 29 (IANS): Micro-
soft Garage -- a programme that encour-
ages the tech giant’s employees to work 
on special projects -- has launched “Fa-
vorites Lock Screen” application for An-
droid devices in India, the company has 
announced.

“Favorites Lock Screen” is a replace-
ment app for the usual lockscreen and 
has been built around the users’ interests 
and is the fourth such lock screen project 
from the tech giant.

“We wanted to build a lock screen 
focused on fandom, not just beautiful 
images. Our app allows people to craft 
a more personalised experience centred 

around their passions and interests,” Pa-
van Kumar Desari, Program Manager of  
the Favorites Lock Screen team, wrote in 
the company’s blog post recently.

Developed in the Microsoft India 
Development Centre, the app provides 
the user an option to choose wallpapers 
from categories such as sports, actors, 
musicians, animals and automobiles.

There is also a search bar to let 
the user search directly from the lock 
screen.

They can access apps and settings 
with a tap through the lock screen and 
also choose how to unlock the Android 
device.

According to the 
American rating agency 
S&P-owned Crisil, Indian 
banks will need to take a 
“haircut” of  up to 60 per 
cent on their bad loans to 
resolve the issue of  NPAS, 
which is holding up higher 
economic growth.

The government has 
embarked on a two-pronged 

strategy in this regard.
On the one hand, it has 

brought in the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code 
which provides for a time-
bound insolvency resolu-
tion process. On the other 
hand, it has approved a Rs 
2.11 lakh crore recapitali-
sation plan for state-run 
banks.
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At the end of the year, the burden of uncompleted tasks can weigh us down. Responsibilities at 

there are times in our journey of faith when we should pause and celebrate God’s faithfulness 
and the tasks completed.

had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed” (Acts 14:26). While 
much work remained in sharing the message of Jesus with others, they took time to give thanks for 

them and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles” (v. 27).
What has God done through you during the past year? How has He opened the door of faith for 

someone you know and love? In ways we can’t imagine, He is at work through us in tasks that may 

thanks for the ways He has worked through us. Rejoicing over what God has done by His grace sets 
the stage for what is to come!

Lord, as this year comes to a close, we give thanks for all You have accomplished in and through 
us. By Your grace, lift our eyes to see what is to come!

Times of Completion
BIBLE READ:   ACTS 14:21–28   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

They sailed back to Antioch, where they had 
been committed to the grace of God for the 

work they had now completed.     
~ Acts 14:26

Literature: Honouring Diverse Experience, 
Reviving Old Stories and Sad Adieus 

In Indian Banking, Separate But Related Crises 
Plague Private and Public Sector Banks

Rohingya in Bangladesh at Risk of Deadly Diphtheria Face Shortage of Medics, Antitoxins

It was another glorious year for literature 
with its top prizes honouring the univer-
sality and diversity of  human experience, 
a glittering abundance of  compelling 

reads -- including one revisiting a half-century-
old classic -- by established masters, emerging 
talent and gifted debutants, and a refreshing 
lack of  controversy that convulsed other fields 
of  culture, especially mass entertainment.

The year also saw the departure of  a large 
number of  eminent writers, spanning Nobel 
Prize winners to authors of  popular crime 
and horror fiction, authors of  manifestos of  
feminism or cultural appreciation, and of  en-
during philosophical travelogues or children's 
favourites.

After last year's controversy for selecting 
versatile American singer-songwriter Bob Dy-
lan, the Swedish Academy played it a bit safer 
with the Nobel Prize for Literature, choosing 
Kazuo Ishiguro for his novels which uncover 
"the abyss beneath our illusory sense of  con-
nection with the world".

The Japanese-born British writer, however, 
also exemplifies lack of  national landscapes, 
being possibly the award's first recipient who 
doesn't write in his mother tongue or just 
about his homeland(s) or times.

The Man Booker Award -- for the second 
consecutive year -- went to an American with 

George Saunders winning for his first novel, 
depicting a great American President, who 
had a strange relation with death (including 
several premonitions of  his own).

Set one night in a cemetery, "Lincoln 
in the Bardo" takes Abraham Lincoln to a 
strange afterlife where the soul of  his young 
son, who has just died, has gone. While Bardo 
is a Tibetan concept, Saunders adds Ancient 
Egyptian and Christian views of  afterlife in a 
poignant tour-de-force that makes one laugh, 
cry and wonder at our attraction towards our 
transient life.

Meanwhile, there was a deluge of  books 
and though any selection can only be limited 
and subjective, let's try.

Among fiction, we must first pick that doyen 
of espionage stories, John Le Carre's "A Legacy 
of Spies", which revisits his epic "The Spy Who 
Came in From the Cold" (1963) to provide both 
a prequel and sequel to this bleak tale.

Among offerings from other legends were 
"Men Without Women", a short story col-
lection from Haruki Murakami in his usual 
disturbingly existentialist form, and Hanif  
Kureshi's "The Nothing" about an 80-year-
old, wheel-chair bound, sex-addicted but 
impotent man who once hung out with the 
Who's who, but now can't stop a philanderer 
in his own house.

Then Hollywood star Tom Hanks added 
a new role to his repertoire with his "Uncom-

mon Type", a unique collection of  short sto-
ries featuring typewriters in some way; Kara-
chi policeman Omar Shahid Hamid penned 
another evocative account of  the interplay of  
high politics and crime in Pakistan's biggest 
city in "The Party Worker"; and "The Col-
lected Stories of  Homen Borgohain" pays trib-
ute to a doyen among Assamese writers and a 
much-needed look into a region which is yet 
to get its due.

Anuja Chandramouli established a record 
with three books out simultaneously -- about 
one of  Indian pantheon's most mysterious fig-
ures, a legendary Indian king and a remark-
able queen. "Kartikeya: The Destroyer's Son", 
"Prithviraj Chauhan: The Emperor of  Hearts" 
and "Rani Padmavati: The Burning Queen" 
supplemented her "Yama's Lieutenant and the 
Stone Witch", the second in her dark urban 
fantasy out earlier in the year.

Others deserving mention include Himan-
jali Sarkar's "Mrs C Remembers" on ravages 
of  mental illness, Shirish Thorat's enthralling 
"Ticket to Syria" about radicalism destroying 
a Maldivian family, Zarreen Khan's "I Quit! 
Now What?" about the travails of  the modern 
Indian working woman and Manu Joseph's 
"Miss Laila Armed and Dangerous", a sav-
age satirical retelling of  the Ishrat Jahan case, 
sparing no section.

In the year marking the 200th anniversary 
of  her death, "Austenistan" (edited by Laaleen 

Sukhera) shows how Jane Austen's spirit can 
flourish in contemporary Pakistan.

Non-fiction is a tougher proposition but 
could include Allen Frances' "Twilight of  
American Sanity" about the social conditions 
that can explain Donald Trump's triumph, 
Oliver Stone's "The Putin Interviews" giving 
a look into the Russian President's mind and 
T.C.A. Raghavan's "The People Next Door" 
about the ups and downs of  India-Pakistan 
relations.

K.V. Sridhar's "30 Second Thrillers" tells 
the stories behind many iconic Indian ads, 
Maya Jasanoff's "The Dawn Watch - Joseph 
Conrad in a Globalised World" is self-explan-
atory, and Jeff  Koehler's "Where the Wild 
Coffee Grows" about the past and the future 
of  the world's favourite drink.

Most sadly, it was time to bid adieu to nov-
elist, art critic and poet John Berger (Jan 2), 
"The Exorcist" author William Peter Blatty 
(Jan 12), Nobel-winning St Lucian poet Derek 
Walcott (March 17), Colin Dexter, the crea-
tor of  "Inspector Morse" (March 21), Russian 
poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko (April 1), Robert 
M. Pirsig, of  "Zen and the Art of  Motorcy-
cle Maintenance" (April 24), Michael Bond, 
known for his "Paddington Bear" series (June 
27) and Kate Millett, whose landmark "Sexual 
Politics" was a manifesto for the modern femi-
nist movement (September 6).

Let's see what 2018 has in store.

A strange picture of  India’s financial 
system is being drawn, where privati-
sation is being pushed even as critical 

analysis and reporting on private sector enti-
ties is slowly being discouraged.

Sometimes a denial is revealing. On De-
cember 22, the Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) 
and the Union secretary for financial services 
felt it necessary to clarify that there were no 
plans afoot to close down some public sector 
banks. This development followed the RBI’s 
decision to initiate Prompt Corrective Action 
(PCA) on Bank of  India (BoI), a large and 
prominent government bank, on December 
20.

BoI joined the ranks of  nine other govern-
ment banks whose operations were restricted 
in the last ten months.

Whether or not there were plans to close 
down select government banks is not the ques-
tion here. The question is, why have such ru-
mours acquired so much force that the central 
bank and the Centre feel it necessary to issue 
an official denial? Behind the susceptibility 
to rumours lies a series of  policy measures 
by the two authorities in recent years. After 
nearly five decades of  relative stability and 
security following bank nationalisation, these 
measures have injected a new uncertainty and 
growing sense of  panic into India’s financial 
system.

In 2008-09, India, and particularly its 
central bank, won praise worldwide for hav-
ing protected the country’s financial system 
against the types of  excesses which elsewhere 
had engendered a global financial crisis. How-
ever, since then, in the name of  economic 
reforms and to stimulate private sector invest-
ment in the economy, the government, with 
implicit RBI approval, has followed a reckless 
course.

Firstly, it pushed government banks to 
lend to private-public partnerships (PPPs) in 
infrastructure with their eyes closed. In do-
ing this, it ignored the red flags of  unrealistic 
PPP bids (often marked by moral hazard, gold 
plating etc), to the extent that India became a 
global leader in PPPs.

When this bubble finally burst, the Indian 
government did not resolve non-performing 
assets (NPAs) decisively with aggressive re-

covery and recapitalisation. The government 
also left several public banks headless for long 
periods, with the newly-formed Bank Board 
Bureau rendered more or less irrelevant.

A recapitalisation of  banks was belatedly 
announced in October, but since then there 
has been little clarity on how it will be imple-
mented, and how much capital the govern-
ment will allocate for specific banks.

In the last year, the government’s disas-
trous demonetisation, followed by a poorly 
implemented Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
regime, created a sense among people that the 
NDA government is capable of  implementing 
illogical decisions with devastating effects on 
the general public. What adds to this no doubt 
are the regular, semi-official ‘leaks’ to the me-
dia on ‘consolidation’ of  government banks 
– i.e, takeovers or mergers. This generates in-
security among existing clients of  the banks 
targeted for consolidation.

This insecurity has also been greatly 
heightened by the bail-in clause of  the Finan-
cial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill, 
whereby creditors’ money, including that of  
depositors will be used to recapitalise dis-
tressed banks.

What is particularly confusing is that even 
after the Centre announced a bank recapitali-
sation plan, which should have addressed the 
capital requirements of  the banks, the RBI has 
now initiated a PCA on a large government 
bank.

All these measures by the government, 
with the full support of  the central bank-
cum-banking regulator, have created a sense 
of  disquiet among depositors and investors, 
notwithstanding the surge in share prices post 
the government’s announcement of  a recap on 
October 24. The belated manner in which the 
government has addressed the NPA issue, the 
huge provisions banks had to provide upfront 
for cases referred to the National Company 
Law Tribunal and the lack of  specific details 
on the recapitalisation have cumulatively had 
a significant negative impact on the financial 
position of  government banks. With 10 out 
of  a total of  21 government banks under the 
PCA regime, and with stressed (NPA plus re-
structured) loans for all of  them at 16.2% as 
on September 30, government banks’ market 
share is declining, while that of  private sector 
banks has been increasing.

Whether this is a deliberate strategy by the 

government under the influence of  the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
to forcibly contract government banks’ mar-
ket share and allow private banks to increase 
theirs, or is mere bungling by the government, 
remains uncertain.

Air India, the government-owned airline, 
is an example of  how the government delib-
erately undermined a state-owned entity. It 
withdrew from profitable routes and handed 
these over to private airlines; under-invested 
for a long period while private sector airlines 
were expanding; then suddenly took on huge 
debt to finance a wild excess of  aircraft acqui-
sition; forced an ill-planned merger with the 
erstwhile Indian Airline and eventually used 
the results of  this mismanagement to justify 
the privatisation of  India’s national carrier. 
Whether a similar fate awaits government 
banks remains to be seen.

Are private sector banks really any more 
prudent, as the secular rise in the Nifty Private 
Bank Index would seem to suggest? Despite 
not having the handicap of  being dictated to 
by the government, the new private sector 
banks like ICICI Bank and Axis Bank have 
been imprudent, with stressed loans at 8.8% 
and 7.7% respectively as on September 30.

Worse, most of  them (Yes, Axis, ICICI, 
Indusind and even HDFC Bank) have been 
caught by the regulator trying to deceive the 
public, by significantly under-reporting their 
NPAs. Yes Bank and Axis Bank reported 
NPA divergence for two consecutive years, re-
vealing systemic issues at both the banks. The 
sheer scale of  the under-reporting of  NPAs 
by the new private sector banks should have 
resulted in stringent action by the board of  
directors on the banks’ chief  executive offic-
ers (CEOs) and chief  financial officers (CFO), 
who bear the final responsibility along with 
the audit committees and the auditors for 
the integrity of  the accounts. In contrast, in 
IDBI Bank, which also reported NPA diver-
gence for FY 2016, the government, as the 
majority owner, acted swiftly, and prior to the 
declaration of  the bank’s 4Q FY 2017 results 
removed the bank’s CEO and transferred him 
to another smaller bank. But bizarrely, Yes, 
Axis, Indusind and ICICI Bank, not only re-
tained their same CEO and CFO who had 
certified FY 2016 accounts but also rewarded 
them with increments, bonuses and additional 
stock options. To date, the RBI has nominally 

fined some of  the new private sector banks for 
fudging their accounts and no stringent action 
against the senior management or their audi-
tors has been undertaken.

Misreporting of  accounts is a serious of-
fense, as the credibility of  the entire accounts 
is at stake. Yet this has not created a crisis of  
confidence in the private sector banks, because 
of  the near-unanimous media plus analysts 
saying all is well. The refusal of  analysts and 
the media to highlight negative developments 
in banks that are the market favourites is not 
surprising. Analysts’ remuneration is influ-
enced by arranging meetings with their com-
panies under coverage for their institutional 
clients and hence any critical analysis of  com-
panies will entail the concerned corporate 
blocking access to that analyst.

Similarly, India’s business media is de-
pendent on corporates for exclusive interviews 
with CEOs and CFOs and hereto critical re-
porting will result in a denial of  corporate 
access. The business model of  media is also 
dependent on corporate advertising. As a re-
sult, when it comes to prominent and large 
companies, the media and sell-side research, 
instead of  being watchdogs, have become lap-
dogs. Thus, critical analysis and reporting is 
deliberately ignored.

The public’s confidence in government 
banks has undergone a sea change from the 
past. In FY 1996 when Indian Bank reported 
a huge loss of  Rs 1,727 crores rendering the 
bank insolvent, retail depositors did not panic 
as they had faith in the government that their 
deposits were safe. However, ICICI Bank, un-
der the leadership of  K.V. Kamath had not 
one but to two runs on its deposits in 2003 and 
2008 revealing the public’s perception, despite 
the bank reporting profits and being the largest 
private sector bank by assets.

A strange picture of  India’s financial sys-
tem is being drawn. Where there should be 
no crisis because of  sovereign ownership, a 
crisis is emerging on account of  government 
bungling, or a plan to eventually push through 
privatisation and assist private sector banks in-
crease their market share. And where there is 
a problem of serious misreporting of  accounts 
there is no panic as there appears to be a cover-
up with negligible publicity and mild regula-
tory disapproval.

(Hemindra Hazari is an independent 
 market analyst.)

Doctors Without Borders has treated around 2,000 patients in 
the past few weeks and is receiving around 100 new cases daily.

Health workers in Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh 
are struggling with a shortage of  medics able to administer 
antitoxins to patients infected with diphtheria that has killed 
nearly two dozen people, aid officials said.

Neighbouring Myanmar’s military cracked down on Mus-
lim Rohingya from Rakhine state following Rohingya militant 
attacks on an army base and police posts on August 25. More 
than 650,000 Rohingya have fled mainly Buddhist Myanmar 
to Bangladesh since August, on top of  more than 200,000 who 
fled earlier, according to latest UN data.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF), the lead agency dealing 
with an outbreak of  the bacterial disease in camps sheltering 
the Rohingya, has treated around 2,000 patients in the past few 
weeks and is receiving around 100 new cases daily.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) describes diph-
theria as a widespread, severe infectious disease with epidemic 
potential and a mortality rate of  up to 10%. MSF has called 
diphtheria a disease “long forgotten in most parts of  the world 
thanks to increasing rates of  vaccination”.

MSF has managed to provide antitoxins to only around 12 
patients daily due to the lack of  trained medics, said Crystal 
van Leeuwen, an MSF emergency medical coordinator now in 
Cox’s Bazar where the refugee camps are located.

“Once we do have enough people and other organisations 
start to administer as well, we may get into a situation where 

we don’t have enough antitoxins anymore,” she told Reuters by 
phone on Thursday.

“It’s a double-edged sword. We need both the human re-
sources to administer it, and we need more antitoxins at the 
same time.”

According to a UN report in February, supply of  diphthe-
ria antitoxin serum has been limited for many years and the 
shortage is expected to continue through 2017.

The British government said on Thursday it was sending a 
team of more than 40 doctors, nurses and firefighters to Cox’s 
Bazar for six weeks to deal with the diphtheria outbreak fol-
lowing a request by the WHO and Bangladesh government.

The refugees live in densely populated camps and shacks 
made from bamboo and plastic sheets, with poor access to 
clean water, sanitation and health services.

Why Robot 
Dogs Should 
Stop Smelly 

People Getting 
On Planes

U
sed my wife's lemon-herb-
mint shampoo, and now 
my head smells like a 
slow-roasted leg of  lamb 

and everyone in the office is com-
plaining that they feel hungry.

So I turn to mail from readers 
and find several have forwarded me 
a story in which a bus traveller was 
arrested after passengers complained 
about his smelly feet.

At last! As a frequent traveller, 
this columnist has long been baffled 
as to why Being Stinky In Public is 
not seen as a medium-to-high grade 
criminal offence, somewhere be-
tween Manslaughter and Listening to 
Justin Bieber in Public.

I once shared a taxi with a driver 
so smelly that I had to lean my head 
out of  the window for breathable 
fresh air -- and that was in Beijing, 
where the air is brown and chewy.

But further research revealed the 
sad truth that stinkiness has not been 
formally criminalised in the Indian 
state of  Himachal Pradesh, where 
the smelly-feet-on-a-bus incident 
took place recently. The man was ar-
rested for "causing public nuisance" 
by arguing with the other passengers.

People don't like being told their 
feet smell. "There was a case last year 
in Omaha where a man thrown out 
of  a car because of  his foot odour 
picked up a pipe and smashed the 
back windscreen," said one of  the 
US-watchers among my colleagues. 
A Europe correspondent said that 
in Berlin last year, two men were ar-
rested for fighting in a train after one 
of  them complained about the other's 
smelly feet.

I called a lawyer to ask if  smell-
ing bad was illegal anywhere in the 
world. "Not really, except for token 
efforts," he said. "A US town made 
it illegal to have body odour in parks 
and libraries, but people realised it 
was really just an attempt to get rid 
of  homeless people. In Italy earlier 
this year, a court in Rome ruled that 
cooking smelly food was a criminal 
offence if  it annoyed your neigh-
bour."

But having smelly feet while trav-
elling is not a crime -- which is bad 
news for travellers with delicate nos-
es.

Now this is where the Japanese 
come to our rescue. They just an-
nounced the invention of  a robot dog 
called Hana-chan who sniffs your 
feet and faints if  they smell bad. Ha-
na-chan should be placed at aircraft 
gates. If  the dog faints, you don't get 
on the plane. Simple.

But a colleague spotted a flaw in 
this plan. What if  you nip into a duty 
free shop at the airport for a free burst 
of  perfume? Your smell-level will go 
up and Hana-chan will faint.

The only people whom the dog 
will allow to fly will be Canadians. 
In that country, many organisations 
have no-perfume policies, and even 
wearing nice-smelling hair gel can 
get you sent home if  you work in a 
school or a hospital. The policy was 
introduced to help people who feel 
"assaulted" by perfumes.

Dear Canadians, if  you want to feel 
assaulted by a smell, come to Asia. I 
have the business card of  a Beijing 
taxi driver who will make you want to 
swim in a lake of  Chanel No. 5.

Oops. I just scratched my head 
and now I feel hungry.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 

suggestions via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God is always at work in and through us.
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This effort resulted in the 

12,300 years old

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today is a great 
day for you in which you should enjoy a great 
deal of  playful conversation with others, Ar-
ies. Fantasy is likely to play a large role in the 

events of  the day, and you may find yourself  daydream-
ing as you walk down the street. Don’t bother with reality 
today if  you don’t have to. You’re much better off  keeping 
the tone light and playful. Enjoy your fantasy world and 
feel free to invite others into it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There may be 
a rather confusing element to the day for you, 
Taurus, in which you feel tempted to act but 

not all the pieces seem to be in place. It could be hard 
to make a decision about things since the facts seem to 
be quite clouded. You’re better off  spending this day en-
joying your friends or your favorite hobby rather than 
trying to make any major life decisions or commitments.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Be the star of  
your own movie today and be proud of the role 
you play, Gemini. You might find yourself adopt-
ing the persona of many different characters de-

pending on your mood of the hour. There is a special gleam 
in your smile today that you should share openly with oth-
ers. Don’t feel rushed to get anywhere. You have already 
arrived. Enjoy yourself in the company of those you love.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Take a break 
from your daily routine and get off  the track 
today, Cancer. The world will turn with you 
for a day, so feel free to tune out for a while. 

Remember that whatever path you decide to take is 
the right path. Regret is a useless emotion - don’t even 
bother with it. Enjoy the present day and all the small 
joys that it has to offer. Communicate your dreams and 
bring things into balance.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Things are flowing 
your way today, Leo, and you should find a great 
deal of pleasure in the comfort of others. You 
might find that there is an air of fantasy about 

the day that is causing your emotions to lose track of time 
and space. Don’t bother connecting to reality if  you don’t 
have to. Go to an art museum or attend a dance perfor-
mance. See a movie and go out to your favorite restaurant.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t try to nail 
down any answers today, Virgo, because you’ll 
probably just end up feeling more frustrated 
than when you started. The less you try to force 

your will on others, the more you’ll find that things just 
automatically go your way. Today isn’t about finding solu-
tions to problems; it’s about enjoying that which you have 
already learned and accomplished. Keep things light.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Let your childish 
side come out to play today, Libra. Your dreams 
are in full force, so let them lead the way. Enjoy 
lighthearted conversations with friends about the 

latest movies and your favorite websites. You might want to 
consider working out or getting a haircut. This is a good 
day to improve your general appearance overall. You have 
a much sharper eye for physical beauty on a day like today.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Take a break 
from the trail you’re on and get off the beaten 
path, Scorpio. Today is a day to forge ahead with 
ideas and dreams rather than commitments and 

answers. Question things and debate the facts. Whatever 
you do, have fun. This is the perfect day to go out and enjoy 
the fresh air with an outdoor activity, especially group ac-
tivities. You can’t go wrong with joining up with friends and 
chatting away about the latest events of your life.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
may find it hard to take a realistic approach to 
your emotions today, Sagittarius. A sensitive is-
sue is apt to be pulling on you in such a way that 

it’s leaving you feeling like you are way out in left field in 
terms of  the way you relate to others. You might want to 
consider letting someone else take the lead for once and 
allow stability to form before the next decision is made.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Question 
the validity of anything you find yourself in 
conflict with today, Capricorn. You might find 
that people are acting on incomplete informa-

tion and that they are falsely accusing you of something 
you didn’t say or do. Work to bring harmony to the situ-
ation by getting the truth out on the table and helping the 
actual motivations become known. Words may be charged 
with strong emotions, so be gentle with your actions.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): It may feel like 
something has suddenly clicked into place for you 
today in which you have found the missing piece 
of a puzzle you’ve been working on for a while, 

Aquarius. The answers may be subtle, but they are there. Fan-
tasy and a playful attitude will lead you to them effortlessly. 
Spread your ideas out to the world today and adopt an atti-
tude that encourages others to join in your daydreams as well.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Things may seem a 
bit surreal for you today, Pisces, so don’t take other 
people’s chatter too seriously. Today is a day to 
reach out and touch someone, so pick up the phone 

and dial it. It’s a good day to share your dreams with others, de-
spite how farfetched they may sound. Others may look at you 
as if  you have three heads, but as long as you’re being honest 
with yourself, there’s no reason for you to be shy about sharing.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Gaetan Borgonie | Aeon

The living landscape all around us is 
just a thin veneer atop the vast, lit-
tle-understood bulk of  the Earth’s 
interior. A widespread miscon-

ception about the deep subsurface is that 
this realm consists of  a continuous mass 
of  uniform compressed solid rock. Few 
are aware that this mass of  rock is heav-
ily fractured, and water runs in many of  
these fractures and faults, down to depths 
of  many kilometres. The deep Earth sup-
ports an entire biosphere, largely cut off  
from the surface world, and is still only 
beginning to be explored and understood.

The amount of  water in the subsurface 
is considerable. Globally, the freshwater 
reservoir in the subsurface is estimated to 
be up to 100 times as great as all the avail-
able fresh water in the rivers, lakes and 
swamps combined. This water, ranging in 
ages from seven years to 2 billion years, is 
being intensely studied by researchers be-
cause it defines the location and scope of  
deep life. We know now that the deep ter-
restrial subsurface is home to one quintil-
lion simple (prokaryotic) cells. That is two 
to 20 times as many cells as live in all the 
open ocean. By some estimates, the deep 
biosphere could contain up to one third of  
Earth’s entire biomass.

To comprehend the deep biosphere, we 
must look past the familiar rules of  biol-
ogy. On the surface, life without the Sun 
for an extended period of  time is danger-
ous or deadly. Without daylight, no plants 
or crops can grow. Temperatures get colder 
and colder. Few organisms, including hu-
man beings, can long tolerate such condi-
tions. For instance, people living within 
the Arctic Circle – as well as the mainte-
nance staff  at Antarctic research stations 
during winter – experience 24-hour dark-
ness for several months each year. They 
are more vulnerable to health issues such 
as depression. They find ways to adapt and 
get through the long, dark, cold winter, but 
it isn’t easy.

Now imagine the challenges in places 
that have been isolated from sunlight and 
organic compounds derived from light-
dependent reactions for millions or even 
billions of  years. It seems incomprehensi-
ble that anything could survive there. Yet 
scientists, including the members of  our 
team at Princeton University in New Jer-
sey, have found surprisingly diverse micro-
organisms in the deep Earth, adapted to a 
lifestyle independent of  the Sun.

Sunlight can filter down to depths of  
about 1,000 metres in ocean water, but 
light penetrates no more than a few cen-
timetres into soils or rocks. Cold is not a 
problem down there, however. Quite the 
opposite: rainwater that percolates kilo-
metres deep into the crust along fractures 
and faults between rocks can reach tem-
peratures of  60°C (140°F) or higher. The 
further down you go from the surface, the 
closer you are to the mantle. Heat rising 
from the inner Earth is what warms the fis-
sure water. Additionally, the water is under 
high pressure, contains very little or no ox-
ygen, and is bombarded by radiation from 
natural radioactive elements in the rocks.

Within this hellish environment, 
though, are crucial ingredients for nurtur-
ing life. Underground water reacts with 
minerals in the continental crust, and the 
longer the water has been trapped down 
there, the more time there has been for the 
results of  those reactions to accumulate 
along the flow path. The slow reactions 
between water and rock dissolve minerals 
into the water, and break up some of  the 
water molecules, producing molecular hy-
drogen. This hydrogen is an important fuel 
for microorganisms in the deep subsurface.

We are also beginning to map the dif-
ferent ecosystems and populations of  the 
deep Earth. Generally speaking, the older 
subterranean fissure water is brinier (salt-
ier) and has higher concentrations of  dis-
solved hydrogen. Our studies and those 
by some of  our colleagues have shown an 
apparent trend that the microbes living in 
older, more brackish water are distinctly 
different from ones in the younger, less sa-
line water.

Old-water ecosystems are dominated 
by hydrogen-utilising microorganisms 

such as sulphate-reducing bacteria and 
methane-producing archaea. Those meth-
ane-producing archaea, or methanogens, 
are microbes that visually resemble bacte-
ria but are so structurally and genetically 
distinct that they belong to a completely 
separate domain of  life. Sulfate-reducing 
bacteria and methanogens are among the 
life forms that appeared earlier in the evo-
lutionary history. In contrast, young-water 
ecosystems are dominated by metaboli-
cally diverse and versatile bacteria of  the 
phylum proteobacteria.

Studies of  the deep ecosystem are al-
ready resonating across many fields of  sci-
ence. They are sparking new ideas about 
the origin of  life and about the limits of  
metabolism. They are filling in new details 
about the cycling, distribution and stor-
age of  carbon on Earth. Deep continental 
ecosystems will aid the search for under-
ground life on rocky planets such as Mars; 
deep-sea and sub-seafloor ecosystems, in 
turn, will help researchers assess the like-
lihood and possible nature of  organisms 
living on the ocean moons Europa and En-
celadus. The implications of  this research 
are truly cosmic in scope.

Subsurface microorganisms are esti-
mated to be extraordinarily long-lived. In 
our studies, they show a turnover time as 
slow as 1,000 years, meaning that they di-
vide only once every few thousand years. 
To put it in perspective, the common gut 
bacterium E.coli divides once every 20 
minutes. One of  the long-standing ques-
tions is, how do the deep microbes achieve 
such a slow-motion lifestyle?

It is not easy to make a living in the sub-
surface because the biochemical reactions 
to harness energy from minerals and geo-
logical gases – a set of  processes known as 
chemotrophy – are not as efficient as pho-
tosynthesis, the process that green plants 
use to capture energy from photons of  
sunlight on the surface. Some subsurface 
microorganisms can form stress-resistant 
spores and remain inactive in order to 
withstand extreme subsurface conditions; 
otherwise, microorganisms have to invest 
at least a certain amount of  energy, which 
varies from one taxa (evolutionary popula-
tion) to another, to maintain the integrity 
and functionality of  the cells.

Nowadays, genetic sequencing tech-
niques allow us to investigate in great de-
tail which organism has the potential to 
metabolise what component of  the envi-
ronment. We can also probe the metabolic 
potential of  the community as a whole us-
ing metagenomics, a way to study the col-
lective genetic diversity. Together, these ap-
proaches are revealing the overall structure 
and functioning of  the deep biome.

Our studies of  the proteobacteria-dom-
inated communities (collected from sever-
al sites 1 to 3 km below land surface) show 
that they share a high degree of  similarity 
with each other, as determined by a genetic 
marker known as the 16S ribosomal RNA. 
However, the same functional traits are 
carried out by different taxa. This variation 
cannot be explained by physical separation 
of  the sites, nor by each location’s unique 
physico-chemical features – normally the 
most ecologically influential factors for 
such segregation. Neither depth nor water-
residence time appear to be a significant 
contributor to differences, either. Future 
investigations on the origins of  subsurface 
microorganisms, along with their evolu-
tion and movement over the geological 
history, will aid our understanding of  the 
biogeography, or living landscape, of  the 
subsurface.

We recently completed a study of  sub-
surface microbes using high-throughput 
sequencing to look at the total population 
of  RNA and proteins. In a 2015 paper, we 
described for the first time the comprehen-
sive network of  metabolic functions being 
actively executed in the subsurface. At 1.3 
km below land surface at the Beatrix gold 
mine in South Africa, the active commu-
nity was comprised of  39 phyla from all 

three domains of  life: bacteria, archaea 
and eukarya – the domain of  complex or-
ganisms that include humans. Overall, the 
ecosystem was dominated by proteobacte-
ria.

The molecular data, together with iso-
tope geochemistry and thermodynamic 
modelling, presented a unified story that 
the most successful group down there is the 
betaproteobacteria, a class of  proteobacte-
ria that obtain energy through a coupling 
of  nitrate reduction and sulphur oxidation 
in order to fix carbon dioxide for cellular 
growth. The demand for nitrate among 
deep microbes was unexpected; it had 
gone unnoticed prior to our study because 
the measured nitrate concentrations in the 
subsurface water samples were tiny. More 
interesting, we deduce that deep micro-
bial groups have established strong, paired 
metabolic partnerships, or syntrophic re-
lationships, which helps the organisms 
overcome the challenges of  extracting the 
limited energy that originated from rocks. 
Rather than competing directly with each 
other, these microbes establish a win-win 
collaboration.

Most of  the carbon in microbial cells 
appears to be derived directly and indirect-
ly from methane. This is true even though 
methanogens and methane-oxidising mi-
croorganisms together accounted for less 
than 1 per cent of  the organisms in our 
samples – an astonishingly low fraction, 
given that methane was the most abundant 
dissolved gas (~80 per cent) in the water 
samples we studied. The different kinds 
of  microbial taxa that recycle methane in 
the subsurface occur at varying abundance 
over time and space.

Despite the advantages of  metabolic 
partnerships, some deep microbes have 
evolved to go it alone. Through metage-
nomics and genome-based analysis, the 
research scientist Dylan Chivian of  Law-
rence Berkeley National Laboratory 
(building on work by Tullis Onstott, the 
head of  our team at Princeton University) 
discovered a sulphate-reducing bacterium, 
Candidatus Desulforudis audaxviator, that 
has complete self-reliance for living in the 
subsurface ecosystem. Since the publishing 
of  this discovery in 2008, Ca. Desulforudis 
has been detected elsewhere in both con-
tinental and marine subsurface. Single-cell 
genomic data suggests that ancient viral 
infections transported archaea genes into 
Ca. Desulforudis cells, which gave the bac-
terium the genetic machinery for its self-
reliance.

Single-cell genomic data has not only 
permitted us to investigate cell-to-cell vari-
ations in the genomic materials of  sub-
surface microbes, but also to recover the 
genomic blueprints of  microbes that can-
not be cultivated. These overlooked organ-
isms are sometimes called ‘microbial dark 
matter’ because they evade detection by 
conventional laboratory methods. As with 
astronomical dark matter, microbial dark 
matter vastly exceeds the amount that is 
‘visible’ to us. Some 99 per cent of  the mi-
croorganisms do not grow under artificial 
laboratory conditions. We must rely on 
single-cell genomics and metagenomics to 
hunt for microbial dark matter in the deep 
subsurface.

Even after we and several other re-
search teams realised that bacteria and 
viruses have colonised the harsh, deep 
subsurface, most scientists still considered 
it unlikely that anything more complex 
than these unicellular organisms would be 
able to survive down there. More complex, 
multicellular organisms generally cope less 
well with low oxygen levels and high pres-
sure, and they require more food. All the 
same, in 2006 our group (led by Onstott 
and Gaetan Borgonie) started to look for 
nematodes at great depths.

Nematodes (commonly called round-
worms, not to be confused with earth-
worms, which belong to a group all of  
their own, the Annelida) are extremely 
common multicellular organisms. Togeth-
er with insects, they are the most domi-
nant animals on the planet. Nematodes 
are mostly very small. Although some can 
range up to several metres in length, most 
are less than 1 mm long. Their origin ex-
tends back 1.1 billion years, to a time not 
long after the divergence of  plants and ani-

mals in evolution. Nematodes are consid-
ered to be among the oldest multicellular 
organisms still known on the planet. They 
have conquered almost any niche on the 
planet from soil to oceans; some have even 
evolved to parasitise plants and animals, 
including humans.

What made nematodes a logical choice 
to look for in the deep subsurface is their 
proven track record for being able to sur-
vive in extreme environments. Many spe-
cies are able to alter their life cycle when 
confronted with life-threatening condi-
tions. They form a survival stage in which 
their metabolism is greatly reduced. In this 
way, they are able to withstand anoxia, 
heat, drought, freezing and toxic condi-
tions for several decades, and then revive 
when wetted or when conditions are ad-
equate again.

Nematodes can withstand huge pres-
sures, too. When the Space Shuttle Co-
lumbia broke up during re-entry in 2003, 
a biological experiment on board contain-
ing nematodes made a free fall from an 
altitude as high as 42 km. Their canister 
hit the ground with a force of  roughly 
2,500 g. (Transient centrifugation at up to 
10,000 gs, which would liquefy a human, 
is a common manipulation in standard 
nematode laboratory procedures.) A few 
weeks later, the experiment was recovered. 
The nematodes inside the canister had not 
only survived the ordeal, they were repro-
ducing. Furthermore, humans need 21 per 
cent oxygen in our atmosphere to be able 
to breathe. Nematodes can make do indefi-
nitely with only 0.5 per cent oxygen, and 
many species can survive extended periods 
with less or no oxygen at all.

Our search for deep-Earth nematodes 
resulted in the 2011 discovery of  a new 
species of  nematode, Halicephalobus me-
phisto. Its name literally means ‘the devil 
worm’. The nematode was recovered from 
water that flowed out of  a fissure at a depth 
of  about 1.3 km in the Beatrix gold mine. 
Carbon-dating showed the water there to 
be around 3,000 years old. In the years that 
followed, we found more nematodes living 
at an even more remarkable depth of  3.8 
km.

After the discovery of  the devil-worm 
nematode, we performed a long filtration 
sampling setup that lasted two years. Dur-
ing that time, we filtered 12,845,647 li-
tres of  water at a depth of  1.4 km. (The 
search for deep life is painstaking work!) 
This effort resulted in the discovery of  a 
whole zoo of  invertebrates in water that 
was 12,300 years old. We recovered spe-
cies of  flatworms, nematodes, rotifers, ar-
thropods, annelids, fungi and protozoa, a 
whole community thriving inside the filter.

Genetic analysis revealed that none of  
these was a new species, but that they were 
all species already known from the surface. 
Further investigation revealed that nearly 
all the complex subsurface dwellers shared 
a common characteristic: they were known 
to be cosmopolitan, and therefore well-
suited to living in extreme environments. 
At that time, we also made the first video 
footage of  a biofilm – a thin, self-contained 
living layer – attached to crevices deep in-
side the rock. The biofilm is composed of  
bacteria and organic matrix, and it is home 
to all these animals.

We also found several non-animal spe-
cies, such as fungi and protozoa, living in 
deep fissure water that ranged in ages from 
7,000 to 500,000 years old. Often their 
abundance in the fissure water was low, 
just one specimen per 10,000 litres. In con-
trast, in certain areas we found patches of  
bacterial biofilm containing worms at pop-
ulation densities of  more than 1,000,000 
individuals per square metre. Because the 
known subsurface animals are small, a cav-
ity the size of  your thumb can hold an en-
tire ecosys

The commonality of  species on the 
surface and subsurface posed a consistent 

research challenge. At all times, we had to 
make extensive analysis to be sure that any 
specimen found was not the result of  con-
tamination of  the mines where we were 
executing our research. We also measured 
the age of  the water to be sure it was not 
recent, using both chemical and bacterio-
logical techniques. And we had to main-
tain aseptic conditions at all times. These 
are similar to, though milder than, the 
kinds of  precautions that might soon be 
needed for analysing samples from Mars 
for evidence of  extraterrestrial life.

Except for Halicephalobus mephisto, 
we never did find any completely new spe-
cies of  multicellular organisms in the Bea-
trix mine. This seemed counterintuitive at 
first, as we expected that a long process of  
adaptive selection in the deep subsurface 
would lead to novel life forms. With the 
advantage of  hindsight, though, it is not so 
surprising.

If  you consider any patch of  soil any-
where in the world, the nematodes (or any 
other small invertebrate) living there un-
dergo a daily and seasonal cycle of  stress. 
On bright days, sunshine can dry out the 
soil; when it rains, puddles might cut off  
all oxygen; at night, the freezing of  water 
or a bigger animal stepping on that patch 
adds pressure and disturbs the soil. In sum-
mary, animals living in the soil on the sur-
face already experience stress every day. 
Many of  the organisms transported to the 
deep subsurface would have adapted to ex-
treme conditions long ago, so they would 
not need a long adaptive selection process 
to be able to survive. That would account 
for the paucity of  undiscovered deep spe-
cies.

It’s an enigma: how did a salt-depend-
ent surface worm get that deep without 
meeting deadly fresh water?

Even after we got past the surprise of  
what organisms we found living in the 
subsurface, we were still caught off-guard 
by where we found them. During our sur-
vey of  the Beatrix mine, we discovered 
nematodes living inside salty stalactites at 
a depth of  about 1.4 km. Moreover, this 
species of  nematode was adapted to living 
in salty water and could not even survive 
in fresh water. On the surface, this spe-
cies had been found years before to live in 
brackish water conditions. Although the 
Beatrix mine is situated in a dry salt pan, 
it is still an enigma how a salt-dependent 
surface worm managed to get that deep 
without encountering a deadly layer of  
fresh water in between.

The process of  transport to the deep 
subsurface is not yet understood, and is the 
subject of  much current research. Even in 
the absence of  answers, the broader reali-
sation that complex surface life forms can 
also survive indefinitely in the deep sub-
surface is good news for the search for life 
on planets and moons in our solar system. 
A similar process of  migration could have 
transported life forms to the deep subsur-
face long before the surface conditions be-
came inhospitable on Mars, for instance.

And our journey into the inner life of  
the Earth is just beginning. We are inter-
ested in determining whether species from 
the deep subsurface truly are as isolated as 
they seem, and if  the migrations go in both 
directions. It is possible that some subsur-
face organisms reappear on the surface via 
hot springs. Our analyses of  hot-spring 
waters in the Limpopo region as well as 
the southern and western Cape regions of  
South Africa did not turn up any evidence 
of  such resurfacing. Nevertheless, this is a 
provocative issue that we are continuing 
to investigate because it will tell us how 
frequently genetic materials are being ex-
changed between the surface and the deep 
subsurface.

Finally, we recognise that we have 
probably explored only a tiny fraction of  
the deep biosphere, and might not yet have 
encountered its most significant inhabit-
ants. It stands to reason that, if  cosmopoli-
tan species from the surface can survive 
in the deep subsurface, isolated from their 
surface brethren, then over a long period 
of  time some organisms might have adapt-
ed to even more extreme conditions deeper 
in the subsurface. It could be that the real 
treasure trove of  new and weird life forms 
still awaits discovery far beneath our feet.

Life Goes Deeper
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NEWS IN BRIEF
C o n g  M L A  s l a p s  wo m a n 
constable, gets two slaps in return
Shimla, Dec. 29 (PTI): In a video gone viral, Congress 
MLA Asha Kumari is seen slapping a woman constable 
on duty during party chief  Rahul Gandhi’s visit to 
Himachal Pradesh, only to get two slaps in return 
from the police official. Former minister Dhani Ram 
Shandil had to intervene to quell the frayed tempers. 
The Congress MLA later tendered an apology for 
the incident, saying “the lady constable misbehaved, 
abused me and almost beat me, but I should not have 
lost my calm. I am sorry for the incident”. However, 
the woman constable has filed a complaint against the 
Congress legislator. “An FIR has been registered against 
Kumari under IPC sections 353 and 332 (assault or use 
of criminal force to deter public servant from discharge 
of his duty),” SP, Shimla, Soumya said.

RS declares January 1 a holiday
New Delhi, Dec. 29 (PTI): The Rajya Sabha will have 
a long weekend and resume work on January two, as 
it decided to have a holiday on the first day of  2018. 
Making the announcement in the House, Minister of  
State for Parliamentary Affairs Vijay Goel said political 
parties and several members, especially those from the 
remote parts like the Northeast, had urged that January 
1 be declared a holiday. Goel said the House, therefore, 
would not sit on January 1 and the loss of  business 
would be compensated by putting in extra hours on 
the remaining days of the ongoing winter session. The 
announcement was made as the Question Hour came 
to a close in the Rajya Sabha. Saturdays and Sundays 
are holidays for Parliament.

Two Haryana officers caught 
taking bribe, held
Gurugram, Dec. 29 (IANS:)  An Assistant 
Superintendent of a jail in Gurugram and a Haryana 
police officer posted in Faridabad were on Friday 
arrested by teams of the state Vigilance Bureau when 
they were caught accepting bribes. “Bhondsi jail Assistant 
Superintendent Kripa Ram was arrested while taking Rs 
1.5 lakh from the wife of an inmate,” a vigilance officer 
said. Ram had demanded cash for not shifting a murder 
accused inmate out of Bhondsi jail. “The arrested official 
told the inmate’s wife to deliver money, threatening her 
husband will face dire consequences,” the officer said. 
“Sub-Inspector Suresh Kumar, posted at Faridabad’s 
Surajkund police station, was caught while taking Rs 
50,000 from a man to settle a case of conflict between 
two parties in 2016,” the officer added.

Wanted ‘criminal’ killed in 
shootout with police 
Bulandshahr (UP), Dec. 29 (PTI): An alleged wanted 
criminal carrying Rs 50,000 bounty on his head was 
killed today in a shootout near Sikandrabad town 
here, police said. The incident took place in the early 
hours when Sonu opened fire on a police party at 
Santpura canal when they tried to apprehend him, 
they said, adding that policemen retaliated and he 
was killed. SSP Muniraj G said Sonu hailed from 
Jawan town of  neighbouring Aligarh district and he 
had 27 cases of  dacoity registered against him. Since 
last week, a number of dacoities took place in villages 
neighbouring Sikandrabad circle, following which 
the police intensified its vigil, he said. Meanwhile, 
circle officer of  Sikandrabad Raghwendra Kumar 
was shunted out in view of worsening law and order 
situation. He was attached to a police office here, police 
said, adding that station house officer of Kakod police 
station has been suspended.

Youth run over by a train in 
Phagwara
Phagwara (Pb), Dec. 29 (PTI): A 26-year-old man 
was run over by a train near here, police said today. 
The deceased was identified as Shiv Kumar of Prabhat 
Nagar (Ludhiana), said Government Railway Police 
post incharge Gurbhej Singh. Kumar was run over by 
a train yesterday near village Mauli railway crossing 
between Phagwara-Goraya rail section. The body, lying 
on the track, was noticed by the Sackhand Express train 
driver who informed local railway authorities, Singh 
said. The body was handed over to the deceased’s family 
after the post-mortem examination, he added.

Man shot dead
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 29 (PTI): A 30-year-old man was 
shot dead by unidentified assailants at Khandarwali 
Village in Shamli district, police said today. SHO O 
P Choudhry said the man Munawwer was rushed to 
hospital where he was declared dead yesterday. The 
body has been sent for post-mortem. The killing triggered 
protests by locals who were later pacified by police.

6-year-old girl raped
Noida, Dec. 29 (PTI): A six-year-old girl was allegedly 
raped by a neighbour in Jarcha village here, police 
said today. Police received a call last night that the six-
year-old girl was missing, said SHO Shailendra Pratap 
Singh. During search it was found that some villagers 
had seen a man, her neighbour, taking the minor to his 
house. The accused was caught by the villagers sexually 
assaulting the girl after they heard her cries, police said. 
He was handed over to the police, they said.

DRI seizes 890 gm heroin worth 
INR 2.67 cr
Patna, Dec. 29 (PTI): Directorate of  Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) officials have arrested a person with 
890 gram of heroin worth Rs 2.67 crore from Bihar’s 
Jamui district late last evening, DRI official sources 
said today. Acting on a specific information, officers of  
DRI Patna intercepted a person namely Mohammad 
Guddu Sheikh (28) near Chakia, Jamui Mor in Jamui 
district late last evening and recovered the contraband 
he was carrying, the sources said. Sheikh is the resident 
of  Birbhum district of  West Bengal. Sheikh, the 
smuggler, has been arrested under Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 and has been sent to 
Beur jail after he was produced in a Patna court today, 
the sources said. The seized heroin is valued at Rs 2.67 
crore in the International market.

Two drug peddlers held
Jammu, Dec. 29 (PTI): Two suspected drug peddlers 
were arrested after heroin and cash were recovered 
from their possession in R S Pura area here, police said 
today. Acting on specific information about presence 
of drug peddlers, police conducted a raid at Chohala 
last evening. Mukesh Kumar and Balwinder Kumar 
tried to run away but were chased and arrested by the 
policemen, a police official said. Eight grams of heroin 
and Rs 92,000 were recovered from their possession. 
Both the arrested persons were booked under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act, the official said.

No plans to waive corporate loans— Minister
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Competition Commission orders probe against Star India

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
The government has no plans to 
waive off  corporate loans and 
banks while banks have advised 
to either resolve their issue of  
non-performing assets (NPAs), 
or stressed loans speedily, or start 
insolvency proceedings in this 
regard, Parliament was informed 
on Friday.

In a written reply to the Lok 
Sabha, Minister of  State for 
Finance Shiv Pratap Shukla also 
said that the stressed advances 
ratio of  banks fell to 11.75 per 
cent by end-September, from 
12.1 per cent by the end of  June 
this year.

“No proposal for waiver of  
corporate loan is under consid-

eration of  the government,” he 
said. 

Referring to data from the 
National Company Law Tri-
bunal, Shukla said that 2,434 
fresh cases had been filed with 
it till end-November and 2,304 
cases of  winding up of  compa-
nies have been transferred from 
various high courts since the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy Code, 
2016, came into force.

Of  these, 2,750 cases had 
been already disposed of, while 
1,988 cases were pending up to 
the end of  November.

Shukla also said the Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) has already 
identified 12 accounts adding up 
to 25 per cent of  the NPAs for 

insolvency proceedings under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code which provides for a time-
bound insolvency resolution 
process. These 12 accounts con-
stituted about 25 per cent of  
the gross NPAs of  the banking 
system.

Also on Friday, replying to 
the debate in the Lok Sabha 
before it passed the amendments 
to the IBC, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said that banks and 
creditors would need to take a 
“haircut” on their bad loans, 
even as defaulting promoters 
could make their businesses 
operational again by paying the 
outstanding interest on the loan,

A haircut signifies accepting 

a lower than market value for 
the asset for a resolution of  the 
NPA. 

Bad loans of  state-run banks 
amounted to a staggering Rs 
7.34 lakh crore by the end of  
second quarter of  the current 
fiscal ended September, most on 
account of  corporate defaulters, 
as per official data. 

RBI data last week, however, 
showed that NPAs of  private 
sector banks stood at a much 
lower level of  around Rs 1.03 
lakh crore by the end of  the July-
September quarter.

It said leading corporate enti-
ties and companies accounted 
for around 77 per cent of  the 
total gross NPAs of  banks from 

domestic operations.
Among the major govern-

ment-owned banks, State Bank 
of  India had the highest level of  
NPAs at over Rs 1.86 lakh crore, 
followed by Punjab National 
Bank (Rs 57,630 crore), Bank 
of  India (Rs 49,307 crore), Bank 
of  Baroda (Rs 46,307 crore), 
Canara Bank (Rs 39,164 crore) 
and the Union Bank of  India (Rs 
38,286 crore).

Up to end-September, among 
private banks, ICICI Bank had 
the most amount of  NPAs at 
Rs 44,237 crore, followed by 
Axis Bank (Rs 22,136 crore), 
HDFC Bank (Rs 7,644 crore) 
and Jammu and Kashmir Bank 
(Rs 5,983 crore).

New Delhi ,  Dec.  29 
(IANS): Delhi govern-
ment’s first priority is to 
upgrade education, Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
has said after launching a 
mobile app that would con-
nect about 16,000 members 
of  School Management 
Committees (SMCs).

“Upgrading education 
is number one priority of  
our government and for 
that, we are working con-
stantly for launching vari-
ous schemes and policies,” 
he said here on Thursday.

The app was launched 
in the presence of  16,000 
members of  the SMCs of  
all schools. It is expected to 
help schools, parents and 
students for better co-ordi-
nation and result oriented 
performance.

“We have done an ex-
periment towards democ-
ratization of  School Edu-
cation System in Delhi,” 
Kejriwal said.

“Our effort is to make 
the SMC members realized 
that they are the owners of  
the schools and will contrib-

Aligarh (UP), Dec. 29 (PTI): The di-
rector of  the film “Game of  Ayodhya”, 
Sunil Singh, today urged the Uttar 
Pradesh government to ensure peaceful 
screening of  the movie across the state, a 
fortnight after some right-wing organiza-
tions reportedly protested alleging that it 
“distorted facts”.

Talking to reporters in his hometown 
Aligarh, Singh said following protests by 
the Hindu Jagaran Manch and some other 
right-wing groups, cinema halls in this city 
had refused to screen the film which was to 
hit theatres on December 8.

Singh said it was ironic that a special 

screening of the film would be held at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on De-
cember 30 and 31, adequate security was not 
being provided for releasing it in Aligarh and 
some other towns. 

The film is based on events which took 
place in December 1992, at the time of the 
Babri Masjid demolition in Ayodhya.

 When contacted, Senior Superintend-
ent of  Police Rajesh Pandey denied that 
the city police was not cooperating with the 
filmmaker. “The decision not to screen the 
film in Aligarh was not taken at the instance 
of the police department, it was entirely the 
decision of the theater owners. 

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (PTI): The Delhi High 
Court has granted last opportunity to mu-
nicipal bodies here to file replies on a PIL 
alleging that the no-detention policy in MCD 
and government schools till Class 8 has led 
to a situation where over 70 per cent students 
are unable to read Hindi or English.

The plea has contended that this situa-
tion is a result of  misinterpretation of the 
policy, under the Right to Education Act, by 
these schools in the national capital.

Taking note of  the seriousness of  the 
issue, a bench of Acting Chief Justice Gita 
Mittal and Justice C Hari Shankar also im-
posed a fine of Rs 2,500 each on them after 
noting that despite repeated opportunities 

given to them since February 2016, they have 
failed to file their replies.

The bench has directed them to file 
counter affidavits in three weeks and fixed 
the matter for further hearing on April 23 
next year.

Citing the “abysmal” learning level 
outcomes for children studying in classes 
VI-VIII in government schools, the PIL filed 
by the Centre for Civil Society said studies 
by NGO Pratham in 2014 and the Delhi 
government had shown that “more than 
62 per cent students in classes VI-VIII in 
government schools cannot read a sentence 
in English and more than 72 per cent cannot 
do basic division”.

Shimla, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
Himachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on 
Friday allocated portfolios to 
11 of his Cabinet colleagues, 
keeping important portfolios 
like Home, Finance, Tour-
ism and General Adminis-
tration with himself.

Mohinder Singh was 
given Irrigation and Public 
Health, Horticulture and 
Sainik Welfare, while Kis-
han Kapoor was allocated 
Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs, a gov-
ernment spokesperson told 
IANS. Shimla legislator and 
first-time minister Suresh 
Bhardwaj was given the de-
partments of  Education 
(Higher and Elementary), 
Parliamentary Affairs and 
Law and Legal Remem-
brance. 

Ani l  Sharma,  who 
defected to the Congress 

and joined the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) before 
the assembly elections in 
November, got Multi-Pur-
pose Projects, Power and 
Non-Conventional Energy 
departments.

Son of former Telecom 
Minister Sukh Ram, Shar-
ma was also a Cabinet min-
ister in the previous Con-
gress government led by 
Virbhadra Singh. Sarveen 
Chaudhary, the lone woman 
minister in the Cabinet, was 
allocated Urban Develop-
ment, Town and Country 
Planning and Housing de-
partments.

Ram Lal Markanda got 
Agriculture, Tribal Develop-
ment, and Information and 
Technology departments, 
while Vipin Parmar was 
given Health and Family 
Welfare, and Science and 
Technology. Virender Kan-

war got the charge of Rural 
Development and Panchay-
ati Raj, Animal Husbandry 
and Fisheries departments.

Vikram Singh was as-
signed Industries, Technical 
Education, and Vocational 
and Industrial Training de-
partments. Three-time Man-
ali legislator and first-time 
minister Gobind Thakur will 
look after the departments 
of  Forests, Transport, and 
Youth Services and Sports. 
Rajiv Saizal, a doctor by pro-
fession, was assigned Social 
Justice and Empowerment, 
and Cooperation portfolios.

The Chief Minister and 
his 11 ministers -- half  of  
them first-timers -- took oath 
of  office on December 27 
at an impressive ceremony 
here attended among others 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP President 
Amit Shah.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  29 
(IANS): The CBI on Fri-
day said it has busted a hu-
man trafficking racket and 
booked three persons on 
charges of sending 23 teen-
aged students to France in 
2016 for “a rugby training 
camp”.

The CBI on Friday also 
conducted searches at four 
places in Delhi which re-
sulted recovery of  incrimi-
nating documents and other 
articles from the premises 
of  accused persons - Lalit 
David Dean, Sanjeev Raj 
and Varun Choudhary.

An FIR was registered 
on Thursday against Dean, 
Raj and Choudhary, said a 
Central Bureau of  Investi-
gation (CBI) official, adding 
“the accused had collected 
Rs 25 lakh to Rs 30 lakh 
from the parents and sent 

the students, aged between 
13-18 years, to France on 
the pretext of  rugby train-
ing”. 

The accused persons, 
belonging to Delhi and Fari-
dabad (Haryana), have been 
booked under chages of  
criminal conspiracy, cheat-
ing, trafficking of  persons 
and forgery of Indian Penal 
Code. 

“It was alleged that on 
February 1, 2016, a group 
of  25 students of  two Ka-
purthala (Punjab) based 
schools led by the accused 
persons embarked at Delhi 
airport to participate in 
International rugby train-
ing camp in Paris on the 
basis of  alleged invitation 
received from French Fed-
eration, Paris. 

“All of  them visited 
Paris and thereafter, the 25 

students also attended a 
rugby training camp at Paris 
for about a week.

It was also alleged that 
the visa in respect of  said 
students were obtained 
from French Embassy at 
Delhi on the basis of forged 
and fabricated documents. 
All the 25 were left in Paris 
and their return tickets were 
got cancelled by accused but 
two boys somehow man-
aged to come back before 
their tickets had been can-
celled. 

“One boy was even 
caught by French police 
after which Interpol was 
informed and then the CBI 
started investigation,” the 
CBI official added. 

CBI sources say that 
most of  the trafficked stu-
dents are from Punjab, Har-
yana and Delhi.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (PTI): Fair 
trade regulator CCI today ordered 
a probe against Star India and 
its officials for alleged abuse of  
dominant position in broadcasting 
services market in Kerala, follow-
ing a complaint by a state-based 
cable operator.

The order follows a complaint 
about “alleged anticompetitive 
behaviour and abuse of dominant 
position” by Star India in charging 
excessive licence fee from Thiru-
vananthapuram Entertainment 
Network (P) Ltd, as compared to 
fees charged from the bigger cable 
operators of the state.

Star India has denied all the al-
legations. Asking its Director Gen-
eral to conduct a detailed probe, 
the Competition Commission of  
India (CCI) said its examination 

so far “prima facie indicates” that 
Star India is acting in contraven-
tion of  certain provisions of  the 
Competition Act, relating to abuse 
of dominance.

The DG has been asked to 
complete the investigation within 
60 days and submit its report to 
CCI, while also investigating the 
role of individuals and officials of  
Star India “who might have been 
in-charge of  and responsible for 
the conduct of the business” at the 
time of the alleged contravention.

As per the CCI order, Thiru-
vananthapuram Entertainment 
Network (P) Ltd has been in busi-
ness for 15 years and supplies 
signals for telecast of various TV 
channels including those of  Star 
TV to around 22,000 customers 
in Kerala. The informant deposed 

before CCI that it has to enter into 
agreements with Star India from 
time to time whereby it is given a 
bouquet of channels for monetary 
consideration, which is enhanced 
periodically.

It has been alleged that such 
agreements entered into by Star 
India with various TV channel 
distributors including the the com-
plainant, “are anti-competitive in 
nature in as much as the Opposite 
Party (Star India), over a period 
of time, started showing price dis-
crimination and started asking 
for more money for its bouquet 
of  channels which were being 
provided by the Opposite Party to 
various competitors of the Inform-
ant for lesser prices.” 

It further said that till 2014, the 
rates being charged by Star India 

from the complainant as well as 
its bigger competitors including 
Kerala Communicators Cable 
Limited, Asianet Cable Vision and 
DEN Networks were more or less 
uniform.

However, after Star India took 
over the Malayalam channels 
owned by Asianet on June 30, 
2014, it started charging a hefty 
licence fee from the complainant 
for subscription of  its channels, 
as compared with the fee charged 
from the bigger players.

“It is alleged that such dispar-
ity is shown by the Opposite Party 
with the intention of eliminating 
small-scale broadcasters from 
the State of  Kerala and creating 
monopoly of only big players like 
KCCL, ACV and DEN,” as per the 
CCI order.

“In response to the same, the 
Opposite Party, rather than provid-
ing the specific information sought, 
merely submitted that the broad-
casting industry in India is highly 
competitive with the presence of  
around 881 private TV channels 
registered with the Ministry of  
Information and Broadcasting and 
the Opposite Party competes with 
all of them which are broadcasted 
in the State of Kerala,” CCI said.

The regulator also sought ad-
ditional information from the 
complainant regarding the ac-
tual rates charged by Star India, 
after which it sought to withdraw 
the complaint saying its disputes 
“stood resolved and the Opposite 
Party had agreed to re-consider the 
tariff rates as per the total number 
of connections of the Informant”.

Arvind Kejriwal

ute their services for better-
ment of  quality of  educa-
tion in schools,” he added. 
Kejriwal stressed upon the 
need for effectively imple-
menting the SMC App.

He said that SMCs deci-
sions should be made bind-
ing upon the schools.

He also said that SMC 
should be provided with 
some funds to carry out 
essential and need based 
works in the schools apart 
from giving power to the 
SMCs to fill up the vacant 
post of  the teachers in the 
schools on emergent and on 
hiring basis.

“This app will help in 
making the process more 
transparent and is going to 
be an effective help for all 
stakeholder by all means,” 
he said. Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia was 
also present on the occasion. 

He said that a separate 
fund in the ensuing budget 
for the SMCs to carry out 
the needy and essential 
works in the schools.

“Managing education 
includes managing work, 
motivation and commit-
ment, creativity and inno-
vativeness, competence and 
confidence.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (PTI): The CBI 
has registered a case of  corruption in 
the purchase of  phone interception sys-
tems worth Rs 41 crore, from a German 
firm, by Electronic Corporation of  India 
Limited for investigation agencies of  the 
country.

Former senior officials of  Electronic 
Corporation of  India Limited, a govern-
ment company, the German firm, and an 
ex-army middleman have been booked by 
the CBI in the case.

The ECIL purchased 12 interception 
and monitoring systems for GSM phones 
from German company ELD Industrie for 
Rs 41 crore between 2004 and 2010, the 
CBI said in its FIR.

Surprisingly, the CBI had received the 
complaint from the ECIL chief vigilance of-
ficer on September 19, 2013, but the agency 
swung into action three-and-a-half  years 
after registering its preliminary inquiry in 
March this year.

The vigilance officer of  the ECIL had 
flagged certain irregularities in the matter of  
GSM interception and monitoring systems, 
meant for supplying to various law- enforce-
ment agencies, it said.

“Vigilance enquiry also opened up 
further inputs as to the very genuineness of  
the existence of  ELD Industrie Holding, 
KG, Germany. Further the said CVO, prima 
facie, suspected commission of  criminal 
fraud, forgery, cheating etc,” the agency has 

alleged in its FIR.
Based on the report from the vigilance 

office, the CBI had conducted a prelimi-
nary enquiry in March, 2017, which prima 
facie revealed criminal misconduct on part 
of  the ECIL officials and various private 
companies involved in the deal, it said.

The enquiry revealed use of forged doc-
uments by accused persons and purchase of  
GSM interception and monitoring system 
from an unqualified supplier instead of  
original equipment manufacturer causing 
loss to the ECIL.

The agency has now registered a case of  
criminal conspiracy, criminal misconduct, 
cheating and forgery against former ECIL 
officials K Hari Satyanarayana, Senior 
DGM; V Satyanarayana, General Man-
ager; Muddagouni Vishny Murthy, DGM; 
Gadi Naga Venkata Satyanarayana, Direc-
tor; and Katragadda Subba Rao, DGM 
(Purchase), all retired.

The CBI has also booked part time 
consultant of Schleicher India Col. Suresh 
Bhatia (retd) who had represented ELD 
India and Hartron Case Communications 
Pvt Ltd; E Leopold Dieck, owner of ELD 
Industrie Holding, Germany; the company 
ELD Industrie, New Delhi-based compa-
nies Hartron Case Communication, Binary 
Network Solutions and Net4 Communica-
tions Pvt Ltd; and German national Nadine 
Rothweiler, the then Executive Secretary 
to Dieck.



Ar rayCairo,  Dec.  29 
(IANS: At least ten people 
were killed in a shootout 
outside a church here on 
Friday, state media report-
ed.

“The security forces 
thwarted an attack on Mar 
Mina Church in the Helwan 
district,” said an Interior 
Ministry statement.

The Health Ministry 
said the ten killed include 
one attacker and one po-
liceman, who are Muslims, 
and eight Copts with one of  
them a policeman, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The Interior Ministry 
added that at least five oth-
ers were injured, with two 
of  them being in a serious 
condition. It said the other 
attacker fled the scene on 
a motorbike and was later 
arrested.

A bomb disposal team 
has defused two bombs 

N e w  Yo r k ,  D e c.  2 9 
(PTI):  A massive f ire 
swept through a five-sto-
ry apartment building in 
New York, killing at least 
12 people including a tod-
dler and injuring four oth-
ers in the deadliest blaze 
to hit the city in decades.

The f i re  broke out 
around 6:50 pm (local 
time) yesterday on the 
first floor of  the Prospect 
Avenue apartment in the 
Bronx borough of  the city 
and spread quickly, offi-
cials said, adding that the 
cause of  the blaze is under 
investigation.

New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio during a late 
night briefing outside the 
building, near the Bronx 
Zoo, called the fire the 
“worst fire tragedy in this 
city in at least a quarter 
century.” 

“This is the worst fire 
tragedy we have seen in 
this city it will rank as 
one of  the worst losses in 
a fire in many years,” the 
mayor said.

More than 160 fire-
fighters helped bring the 
blaze under control. The 

Lima, Dec. 29 (IANS): Preu Presi-
dent Pedro Pablo Kuczynski and 
his main rival, Keiko Fujimori, have 
been questioned by prosecutors 
investigating the corruption scandal 
that has dominated Peruvian poli-
tics in 2017.

While prosecutors met Kuczyn-
ski at the presidential palace, Fuji-
mori -- the daughter of  disgraced 
former President Alberto Fujimori 
-- reported to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office for her interrogation on 
Thursday, Efe news reported.

Their cases are not directly 
linked, but both have to do with the 
activities in Peru of Brazilian con-
struction giant Odebrecht, which 

has acknowledged paying $788 mil-
lion in bribes to obtain government 
contracts in a dozen countries.

Kuczynski, accompanied by his 
attorney, spent four hours answer-
ing questions about payments from 
Odebrecht to his financial-consult-
ing business.

The firm, Westfield Capital 
Ltd., received more than $782,000 
from Odebrecht between 2004 and 
2007, a period when Kuczynski 
served as economy minister and 
prime minister in the 2001-2006 
administration of President Alejan-
dro Toledo.

The President addressed Con-
gress last Thursday before the vote 

on the impeachment motion, telling 
lawmakers that during his tenure 
with the Toledo administration, 
he turned over management of  
Westfield to then-business partner 
Gerardo Sepulveda, and that it was 
the latter who signed the consulting 
contract with Odebrecht.

Kuczynski said that he was 
unaware at the time of  the work 
for Odebrecht, as he had erected a 
“Chinese wall” between himself  
and Westfield’s operations.

The impeachment bid failed, 
thanks to the votes of  Kenji Fu-
jimori -- Keiko’s younger brother 
- and nine other dissident Popular 
Force legislators.

New York, Dec. 29 (PTI): 
Pakistan must demonstrate its 
desire to collaborate with the 
US in its fight against terror-
ism, Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson said today.

In an op-ed published in 
The New York Times, Tiller-
son reiterated what the Trump 
administration has been say-
ing about Pakistan for the 
past several months now after 
President Donald Trump an-
nounced his South Asia policy 
in August.

Trump while announcing 
his South Asia Policy had criti-
cised Pakistan for not doing 
enough to combat terrorism.

“Pakistan must contribute 
by combating terrorist groups 
on its own soil. We are pre-
pared to partner with Pakistan 
to defeat terror organisations 
seeking safe havens, but Pa-
kistan must demonstrate its 
desire to partner with us,” 
Tillerson said.

“A commitment to stop Is-
lamist terrorism and extremism 
also motivated the administra-
tion’s decision to adopt a new 
South Asia strategy, which 
focuses on Afghanistan.

 That country cannot be-

come a safe haven for terror-
ists, as it was in the days before 
the September 11 attacks,” he 
wrote as he summarised up his 
key diplomatic accomplish-
ments in the first year.

Defeating terrorism re-
mains one of  Trump’s highest 
priorities, Tillerson said.

“The administration’s ag-
gressive strategy to counter the 
Islamic State delegates greater 
authority to American military 
commanders on the battlefield, 
giving our forces more freedom 
and speed to do what they 
do best, in partnership with 
indigenous fighting forces,” he 
asserted.

As a result, the Global Coa-
lition to Defeat the ISIS has 
accelerated operations and has 
recaptured virtually all of  pre-
viously held Islamic State terri-
tory in Iraq and Syria, he said.

“While our military was 
helping clear Iraq and Syria 
of  Islamic State forces, our 
diplomats were following up 
with humanitarian aid and 
assistance, such as clearing 
land mines, restoring water 
and power, and getting chil-
dren back in school,” Tillerson 
wrote.

Moscow, Dec. 29 (PTI/AFP): Russian President 
Vladimir Putin warned Thursday that armed crimi-
nals could be “liquidated on the spot,” calling the 
blast that tore through a Saint Petersburg supermar-
ket and wounded 14 people an “act of  terror.” 

Yesterday, a homemade bomb placed in a locker 
at the supermarket in northwestern Saint Petersburg, 
Russia’s second city and Putin’s hometown, went off  
sowing panic among customers and wounding 14 
people including a pregnant woman.

“As you know, an act of  terror took place in 
Saint Petersburg yesterday,” Putin said on Thursday, 
speaking at a ceremony to award officers who took 
part in Russia’s Syria campaign.

He said he had ordered the nation’s security serv-
ices to “act decisively” and “liquidate bandits on the 

spot” if  armed militants put up resistance.
His spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters 

later that the Russian leader was referring to all those 
“who harbour plans to carry out acts of  terror in our 
country.”  Putin’s 2015 decision to intervene in Syria 
militarily on the side of  Bashar al-Assad has made 
Russia a priority target for the Islamic State group.

Citing the latest count, officials said a total of  14 
people had been wounded in the blast. Six people re-
mained in hospital, they added, noting the wounded 
would receive financial aid.

The bombing came after the FSB security service 
said earlier this month it had prevented a terror at-
tack on a key Orthodox cathedral in Saint Petersburg 
with the help of  America’s CIA, which led Putin to 
thank US President Donald Trump.
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10 killed in shooting outside Egypt church 

Peru president, opposition leader Pak must demonstrate 
its desire to partner 
with US— Tillerson

Putin warns terror suspects can be killed ‘on the spot’

SAfrica’s top court delivers 
Zuma impeachment blow 

Russia probe makes US ‘look very bad’— Trump

NEWS IN BRIEF
5.1 magnitude quake hits Alaska
New York, Dec. 29 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 
5.1 on the Richter scale jolted Alaska early on Thursday, 
the US Geological Survey said. The quake was felt 
32 km northwest of  Atka, Alaska, Xinhua reported. 
The epicentre, with a depth of  187 km, was initially 
determined to be at 52.435 degrees north latitude and 
174.484 degrees west longitude.

Indian-origin student shot dead in US
Chicago, Dec. 29 (IANS): An Indian-origin student was 
shot dead during a robbery attempt at a gas station in 
the US, a media report said. Nineteen-year-old Arshad 
Vahora was an employee at the gas station in south 
suburban Dolton in Illinois. He was pronounced dead 
at the scene on Thursday, Chicago Sun-Times reported. 
Another employee, a 55-year-old man, was also shot 
and taken to a medical centre in critical condition, said 
Dolton Police chief  Robert M. Collins Jr, adding the 
business is family-owned and operated and the victims 
were related, though it was not immediately clear how. 
The attempted robbery took place about 11 a.m. and no 
one was in custody as of Thursday afternoon, Collins 
said. Investigators are checking for video footage of the 
shooting.

Myanmar frees journalists jailed 
for flying drone
Nay Pyi Taw, Dec. 29 (IANS): Two foreign journalists, 
an interpreter and a driver jailed for flying a drone 
near Myanmar’s parliament have been released, the 
authorities said on Friday. Cameraman Lau Hon Meng 
from Singapore and Malaysian reporter Mok Choy Lin 
were detained while shooting a documentary in October. 
Their driver Hla Tin and their interpreter, journalist Aung 
Naing Soe, are both from Myanmar, reports the BBC. 
All four detainees, who work for Turkish broadcaster 
TRT, have served a two-month sentence for breaching 
anti-aircraft laws. Further charges, which could have led 
to years in jail, have been dropped.The four were being 
further investigated for breaching rules on importing the 
drone without a licence, an offence which could have 
resulted in a three-year jail term. The two are facing up to 
14 years in prison and met their families on Wednesday 
for the first time since they were held.

2 suspected of planning attacks 
detained in France
Paris, Dec. 29 (IANS): A man and a woman suspected 
of  planning attacks in France have been arrested by 
France’s internal intelligence agency DGSI, the media 
reported. The two persons had no apparent link between 
them, Xinhua reported on Tursday citing BFMTV. 
The suspects were a 21-year-old man detained in Lyon 
and a 19-year-old woman arrested in Paris. In the past 
several years, France has become a major target of  
terrorist attacks On November 13, 2015, about seven 
simultaneous shootings and fresh explosions rocked 
central Paris during the evening. One of the shootings 
resulted in a hostage taking crisis at the Bataclan theater 
and concert hall, killing at least 140 people and wounding 
many. Following the attacks, France had imposed 
emergency security rules, since which, the country has 
been overwhelmed again by another wave of attacks, 
with the bloodiest at Riviera city of Nice where a man 
drove his truck into a crowd on Bastille Day in 2016, 
killing 86 people.

building had no elevators.
A one-year-old child 

was among those killed in 
the blaze.

“The victims, ranging 

in age from 1 to 50, died 
on various floors of  the 
apartment building,” New 
York Fire Department 
Commissioner Daniel Ni-

ger said.
He said that the trag-

edy is “historic in its mag-
nitude”.

At least 12 people were 

rescued, but the search of  
the building continues, 
and the death toll could 
rise further, the mayor 
warned.

New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo in a tweet 
said that he is closely 
monitoring the devastat-
ing fire in the Bronx.

“As a lways  we are 
thankful for our first re-
sponders. Our thoughts 
are with the victims and 
their families tonight, he 
said.

The building, which 
had more than 20 flats, 
was built just over 100 
years ago, the New York 
Times reported, adding 
that it was not fireproof. 
The daily citing the City 
records said that the build-
ing had six open viola-
tions, including one for a 
defective smoke detector 
on the first floor.

That was the f loor 
where the f i re  began, 
Commissioner Nigro said.

The b laze  was  the 
worst in the city since 87 
people were killed in a 
1990 inferno at a Bronx 
social club.

Johannesburg, Dec. 29 
(PTI/AFP): South Africa’s 
top court today ruled that 
parliament failed to hold 
embattled President Jacob 
Zuma accountable for us-
ing state funds to upgrade 
his private home, in a move 
that could trigger impeach-
ment proceedings.

The opposition had 
gone to court arguing that 
the Speaker of  parliament 
had failed to institute ap-
propriate processes to hold 
Zuma accountable for his 
failure to abide by the anti- 
corruption watchdog’s rec-
ommendations in 2014 
over refurbishments at his 
rural home in the eastern 
KwaZulu Natal province 
using some 15 million of  
taxpayers money.

The scandal came to a 
dramatic climax when the 

Constitutional Court last 
year found the president 
guilty of  violating his oath 
of  office by refusing to pay 
back the money.

“The failure by the Na-
tional Assembly to make 
rules regulating removal of  
the president... constitutes 
a violation,” of  the consti-
tution, the court said.

It ordered that the na-
tional assembly “must com-
ply” with the constitution 
to make rules that could be 
used for the removal of  the 
president “without delay”.

Defeated in court and 
facing mounting public 
criticism, Zuma later re-
lented and paid 500,000, a 
sum set by the treasury.

In power since 2009, 
Zuma stepped down last 
week as president of  the 
ruling ANC party after a 

10 year term marked by 
numerous damning court 
judgements against him.

Today’s ruling is ex-
pected to pile up more pres-
sure on the beleaguered 
leader.

Zuma was succeeded 
by his deputy Cyril Ram-
aphosa in a tightly fought 
contest in which his former 
wife Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma also ran.He is due 
to resign as state president 
after general elections in 
2019.

The ANC’s deputy sec-
retary general Jessie Duarte 
said the party had noted the 
ruling and would “discuss 
its full implications” when 
the party decision-making 
body the National Execu-
tive Committee meets in 
just under two weeks on 
January 10, 2018.

Washington, Dec. 29 
(PTI/AFP): US President 
Donald Trump has said 
he believes the probe into 
Russian meddling in the 
US election “makes the 
country look very bad,” ac-
cording to The New York 
Times.

Speaking to the news-
paper yesterday, Trump 
said he believes special 
counsel Robert Mueller 
will treat him fairly -- a 
view in contrast with recent 
attacks on Mueller’s cred-
ibility from Republicans, 
who have pressed for a new 
independent prosecutor 

to investigate anti-Trump 
bias.

The president added 
that he was not concerned 
about the ongoing inves-
tigation -- which his law-
yers insisted would be fin-
ished by Thanksgiving -- as 
“everybody knows” there 
was no Russian collusion. 
“There’s been no collu-
sion. But I think he’s going 
to be fair,” Trump said of  
Mueller. He repeated the 
allegations were invented 
by Democrats “as a hoax, 
as a ruse, as an excuse for 
losing an election,” the 
Times reported.

Cox’s Bazar (Bangla-
desh),  Dec. 29 (PTI/
AFP): Bangladesh wants 
to send up to 100,000 
Rohingya back to Myan-
mar in the first batch of  
repatriations of  Muslim 
refugees who fled ethnic 
violence this year, officials 
said today.

S e n i o r  m i n i s t e r 
Obaidul Quader said a 
list of  100,000 names was 
to be sent to Myanmar 
authorities on Friday so 
repatriations could start 
in late January under an 
accord between the two 
governments.

More than 655,000 
Rohingya from Myan-
mar’s Rakhine state have 
sought refuge in Bang-
ladesh since a military 

crackdown in late August, 
fleeing what the US and 
United Nations have de-
scribed as ethnic cleans-
ing.

That added to more 
than 300,000 in camps 
in Bangladesh after flee-
ing earlier violence in the 

Buddhist majority state.
The two governments 

signed an agreement in 
November allowing for re-
patriations from January 
23. Many aid groups and 
diplomats doubt that fear-
ful Rohingya will agree to 
return.

The Rohingya have 
been the target of  past 
pogroms in Buddhist-ma-
jority Myanmar, which 
does not recognise the 
group as a genuine ethnic-
ity and has stripped them 
of  citizenship.

Quader said repatria-
tions would start as soon as 
a working group of officials 
from the two countries fi-
nalise a list of  names.

“Based on the deci-
sion of  the joint work-
ing group, a first list of  
100,000 Rohingya will 
be sent to the Myanmar 
gover nment today for 
their safe and honour-
able return,” Quader, road 
transport minister and 
deputy leader of  the rul-
ing Awami League, told 

reporters during a visit 
to Cox’s Bazar where the 
refugee camps are.

“The next meeting of  
the working group, which 
will be held in Myanmar, 
will decide how the repa-
triation process begins,” 
Quader added.

“This list will be final-
ised as early as possible. The 
repatriation process will be-
gin after the list is finalised.” 

Abul Kalam Azad, the 
government relief  com-
missioner for Rohingya 
refugees, said a decision 
was made Thursday by 
Bangladeshi members of  
the repatriation working 
group to send a list of  
100,000 refugees to My-
anmar.

He told AFP repatria-

tions would begin after 
Myanmar verifies the list 
and the authorit ies in 
Bangladesh get consent 
from willing refugees.

Most Rohingya refu-
gees approached by AFP 
in the camps insist they do 
not want to return, saying 
Rakhine is not safe enough. 
Diplomats have expressed 
doubt about whether My-
anmar will allow substan-
tial numbers to return.

According to Azad, 
nearly one million Ro-
hingya live in Bangla-
desh, many of  whom have 
been there for decades. 
Myanmar has agreed to 
take back those refugees 
who arrived since October 
2016, believed to number 
about 700,000.

Trump also distanced 
himself  from ex-campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort, 
who was indicted in Octo-
ber in the first legal action 
stemming from the inves-
tigation. “He worked for 
me for -- what was it, three 
and a half  months?” he 
told the Times, mentioning 
Manafort’s connections to 
other Republicans includ-
ing John McCain and Ro-
nald Reagan.

According to the news-
paper, Trump added it was 
“too bad” that Attorney 
General Jeff  Sessions rec-
used himself  from over-
seeing the probe -- point-
ing out that although he 
did not want to “get into 
loyalty,” Barack Obama’s 
first attorney general, Eric 
Holder Jr, “totally pro-
tected him.” 

Meanwhile, questioned 
on the re-opening of  the 
investigation into Hillary 
Clinton’s emails, Trump 
maintained focus on the 
collusion probe. 

He told the Times that 
“for purposes of  hopefully 
thinking I’m going to be 
treated fairly, I’ve stayed 
uninvolved with this par-
ticular matter.

planted near the church.
TV footage showed one attacker wear-

ing a bulky ammunition vest lying on a 
street.

The other attacker was later arrested 
carrying a bomb, 150 bullets and an auto-

matic gun, the head of the Cairo Security 
Directorate said.

In a statement, the church said the eight 
dead Copts include five church visitors, one 
security man of the church and two owners 
of an appliance shop nearby the scene.

Eyewitnesses told Xin-
hua that the two masked 
militants on a motorcycle 
entered the street leading 
to the western side of  the 
church, and then got off  
and targeted the security 
post outside the church. 
They added that the ex-
change of fire continued for 
around 20 minutes.

The attack came in the 
run-up to Orthodox Christ-
mas celebrations next week. 
No group has yet claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

The  I s l amic  S ta t e 
group’s affiliate in Egypt has 
killed dozens of Christians 
in church bombings and 
shootings over the past year.

Egypt’s Coptic Chris-
tians, the largest religious 
minority in the region, 
make up about 10 percent 
of the country’s 93 million 
people.
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Kyle Richards’ house robbed
Over $1 million in jewellery has been stolen from actress Kyle Richards and her 
husband Mauricio Umanskys house in Encino, California. The burglary took place 
on Wednesday while the couple and their children vacationed in Aspen, Colorado, 
reports people.com. Over $1 million dollars in jewellery, including $150,000 worth 
of watches owned by Umansky, was stolen from the property, according to TMZ.
The break-in was discovered by a housekeeper. The property was reportedly broken 
into via a window, and the home security system was not armed, though a closet 
sensor triggered by the burglars clocked the incident around 1.15 a.m. Surveillance 
camera footage is being investigated to help nab culprits. The Los Angeles Police 
Department told people.com they have no information at this time. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm and 8 pm: 
Tiger Zinda Hai 

5 pm: JUMANJI welcome 
to the jungle (Eng)

Amanda Bynes to return to 
acting in 2018

‘Dick Van Dyke Show’ star 
Rose Marie dead at 94

‘Tiger Zinda Hai’ mints Rs 206.04 cr in 7 days

Mariah Carey won’t take 
Christmas tree down til July

I love to glam up — 
Jacqueline Fernandez

T
he 31-year-old 
actress was last 
seen acting in 
2010’s ‘Easy A’ 
but her career 

was sidetracked by two hit-
and-runs and a DUI in 2012 
as well as being arrested a 
year later for throwing a 
bong out of a window.

Amanda agreed to un-
dergo psychiatric treatment 
and her probation from her 
2014 DUI ended in Febru-
ary this year.

The now sober actress is 
set to get back in front of the 
screen and in April Page Six 
reported her producers were 
trying to revamp her Nick-
elodeon hit ‘The Amanda 
Show’.

Now her lawyer told 
Page Six: “Amanda is look-
ing forward to ringing in 
the new year with her close 
friends this years.

“In 2018, she looks for-
ward to completing fashion 
school and dipping her toe 
back into acting.

“She has had several 
offers but is waiting for the 
right one to come along for a 
comeback.”

Amanda is currently 
studying at the Fashion 
Institute of Design and 
Merchandising.

The actress became a 
household name with the 
sketch show which pre-
miered in 1999 when she 
was only 13 and aired until 
2002.

She has also starred in a 
number of movies includ-
ing ‘She’s The Man’ and 
the movie adaptation of the 
stage musical ‘Hairspray’ 
and has often spoken out 
about how she misses acting 
in the past.

femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctress Rose 
Marie, best 
known for 
her role as 
Sally Rogers 

on “The Dick Van Dyke 
Show”, is dead. She was 
94.

Marie, who had a nine-
decade career in show busi-
ness, died Thursday in Van 
Nuys, California. Publicist 
Harlan Boll confirmed her 
death, reports variety.com.

Her career earned her 
three Emmy nominations 
-- all for “The Dick Van 
Dyke Show” -- and a star 
on the Hollywood Walk of  
Fame in 2001. The actress 
began a five-season stint as 
Sally Rogers in 1960.

The recent documenta-
ry “Wait For Your Laugh” 
by director Jason Wise 
chronicled her long career. 
Late in life she enjoyed 
communicating with her 
fans on social media. Her 
official account tweeted 
just a few hours before her 
death about playing the 
Flamingo in Las Vegas.

She began her career 
at 3, starring in her own 
show on NBC radio by the 
age of 5, cutting records 
and appearing in vaude-
ville, in shorts including 
1929’s “Baby Rose Marie 

the Child Wonder” and in 
Paramount’s 1933 feature 
“International House” 
with W.C. Fields.

In the early 1950s, 
Marie appeared on tel-
evision variety shows as a 
singer and dancer, and she 
returned to the big screen 
in 1954, starring oppo-
site Phil Silvers in “Top 
Banana”.

After “The Dick Van 
Dyke Show”, she guest 
starred on a variety of TV 
shows, including “The 
Monkees” and “My Three 
Sons”, and she recurred on 
“The Doris Day Show.”

During the 1960s, she 

also appeared onstage in 
“Bye Bye Birdie” and in a 
pair of features, starring op-
posite her “Van Dyke” co-
star Morey Amsterdam in 
“Don’t Worry, We’ll Think 
of a Title,” and appearing 
in “Dead Heat on a Merry-
Go-Round,” starring James 
Coburn.

She was born in New 
York City. She was married 
to trumpeter Bobby Guy 
from 1946 until his death 
in 1964.

She is survived by a 
daughter, Georgiana Marie 
“Noopy” and her son-in-
law Steven Rodrigues.

IANS

S
alman Khan and Katrina Kaif ’s 
“Tiger Zinda Hai” has roared 
loud at the Bollywood box office, 
becoming the second highest 
grosser of Hindi cinema in 2017.

The movie has collected Rs 206.04 
crore in seven days since its release on 
December 22.

The Hindi dubbed version of southern 
fantasy drama “Baahubali 2: The Conclu-
sion” made exceptional earnings of Rs 
510.99 crore, but in terms of Bollywood 
originals, the action entertainer “Tiger 
Zinda Hai” has raked in the highest num-
bers.

Directed by Ali Abbas Zafar, “Tiger 

Zinda Hai” is riding on incredibly positive 
audience reviews, read a statement from its 
production banner Yash Raj Films.

“On Thursday, the record-breaking ac-
tion entertainer notched up a humongous 
15.42 crore, taking the total India collec-
tion to Rs 206.04 crore.

Salman and Katrina have teamed up 
for the first time after five long years and 
their pairing has got two thumbs up from 
audiences and fans alike.

Reliance Entertainment-backed “Gol-
maal Again” rounds up the top three Hindi 
movie grossers of 2017 with a lifetime 
collection of Rs 205.67 crore.

IANS

T
he ‘All I Want 
For Christ-
mas Is You’ 
hitmaker has 
vowed to keep 

her festive decorations up 
until the middle of 2018.

Ryan Seacrest wrote 
on Twitter: “When is it 
appropriate to take down 
your Christmas tree and 
decorations? Asking for a 
friend.”

And she quipped back: 
“Dahhling! Not till July 
4th! (sic)”Before the Fourth 
of July comes around 
though, Mariah will be 
returning to perform at 
‘Dick Clark’s New Year’s 
Rockin’ Eve’, a year after 
her disastrous performance 
at the same event.

A joint statement from 
Dick Clark Productions 
and Mariah announced 
last week: “We can all 
agree that last year didn’t 
go exactly as planned and 
we are thrilled to move 
forward together to provide 
America with an incredible 
night of music and celebra-
tion on Dick Clark’s New 

Year’s Rockin’ Eve with 
Ryan Seacrest 2018. See 
you in Times Square!”

Mariah had previously 
admitted she felt “vilified” 
after the 2016 performance, 
which saw her singing out 
of time with the music.

She said: “I didn’t 
obsess over the New Year’s 
Eve thing. I mean, I was 
upset about the fact that 
people didn’t understand, 
but it’s like, I can only ex-
plain it like this to you. It’s 
like I’m the only one that 
has to make five million 
comebacks... For me there 
are different rules, I don’t 
know why. I don’t know 
why it’s not OK that I was 
just vilified by the situation.

“It’s very difficult, espe-
cially the way the business 
is now. I truly love music 
and always have. It’s not 
like ... ‘Oh, here’s a way to 
get famous.’ It wasn’t any 
of those things. It was my 
release, it was my every-
thing and it still is. So I 
think that I’m just grateful 
that people still tune in.”

femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctress Jacque-
line Fernan-
dez says that 
she prefers to 
go make up 

free at least once a week 
to give a break to her skin. 
However she loves to glam 
up too with good quality 
products.

“I am very particular 
about the make up prod-
ucts I use. My make up has 
to be good quality, animal 
cruelty free and I love to 
glam up,” the actress told 
IANS.

“But if I am not shoot-
ing or going 

out, 
then 

I 

prefer to go with just a little 
blush, a swipe of lip gloss 
and my eyelashes curled. 
It is also nice to give your 
skin a break and so I go 
make up less once a week. 
I drink lots of water, exer-
cise and use the vitamin 
E skin care, to keep my 
skin glowing and healthy,” 
added Jacqueline.

Global beauty brand 
The Body Shop unveiled 
the extension of Jacque-
line’s signature line 2.0 
with a colour riot.

“I am absolutely 
thrilled to present the con-
tinuation of my Signature 
Line with The Bodyshop. 
‘Reach for The Stars’ is 
all about being confident, 
fun and yourself,” said the 
actress.

The new introduc-
tion featured in the sig-

nature line is a selec-
tion by Jacqueline 

to match her bold 
and confident 
personality and 
youthful energy.

IANS

Lindsay Lohan bitten by snake 
in Thailand

Actress Lindsay Lohan says 
she was bitten by a snake 

while she was on a vacation 
in Thailand. The 31-year-old 
actress took to Instagram Story 
on Thursday to share an im-
age of her snake bite, reports 
eonline.com. In the first video 
post, Lohan showed her social 
media followers the view from 
her location in here. “I love 
this, it’s so beautiful, amazing 
place... Aside from my snake 
bite,” she said. In the second 
video, she said: “Hi! I’m still in Phuket in Thailand, 
it’s beautiful here and yeah I got bit by a snake on a 
hike the other day.” But the actress assured her fans 
she was doing fine after the incident. “The positive 
side of it is, I’m okay. Happy New Year and God 
bless. Ciao,” Lohan said in another video. She spent 
the Christmas holiday in Thailand. On Christmas eve, 
she shared a video on Instagram of the view from her 
hotel and sent a happy holidays message to her social 
media followers. (IANS)

Isabelle Kaif joins Kareena, 
Shraddha as face of Lakmé

Isabelle Kaif, sister of actress 
Katrina Kaif, has been an-

nounced as the new face of  
cosmetic brand Lakmé. The 
brand is already endorsed by 
actresses Kareena Kapoor 
Khan and Shraddha Kapoor. 
The brand has launched actress 
Katrina Kaif as its face previ-
ously and now her sister is the 
newest face, said a statement. 
“Lakmé is India’s favourite 
brand. It’s incredible to get 
an opportunity to represent a 
brand that has worked with 
the best makeup experts and introduced some of the 
biggest beauty trends and products. I am extremely ex-
cited to be starting my journey with this iconic brand,” 
said Isabelle who made her debut with the 2014 film 
“Dr. Cabbie”, alongside “The Big Bang Theory” actor 
Kunal Nayyar. Purnima Lamba, Head of Innovations 
Lakmé added: “We are proud to introduce Isabelle, 
following in her sister Katrina’s footsteps as a Lakmé 
discovery. We look forward to a long association and 
some great campaigns with her” (IANS)

Gomez, friends in Mexico for 
New Year celebration

Singer-actress Selena Gomez 
is in Cabo, Mexico, for a 

New Year’s vacation with a few 
close friends. The “Come and 
get it” hitmaker flew in on a 
private jet on Wednesday with 
a group of her close girlfriends. 
Once she arrived, she headed 
straight to her private villa that 
features 360-degree views of  
the ocean blue water and an 
infinity pool. “She seemed very 
excited when she landed and 
was giggling with her friends 
and taking photos,” a source 
told eonline.com. “They are all planning to do some 
fun dinners and spend New Year’s eve together.” 
One person who doesn’t appear to be in attendance is 
singer Justin Bieber. Instead, fan accounts have spotted 
the “Baby” singer playing hockey in Canada. (IANS)

Drew Barrymore recreates her 
childhood looks

Actress Drew Barry-
more took a trip down 

memory lane by recreating 
some of her childhood 
looks for a magazine. The 
actress is on multiple covers 
of InStyle’s February 2018 
edition. “We are recreating 
looks from a very specific 
time period in my life from 
when I’m about five to 
10, which would be about 
1980 to 1985,” Barrymore 
told the magazine, reports 
eonline.com. Holding a pho-
tograph of herself in a pink 
hat, Barrymore explains that 
it is an image of her from a 
photo shoot in 1984 when 
she was nine. There was one 
from 1983 too. “This was me 
in 1983 at the Beverly Hilton 
in Los Angeles where the 
Golden Globes take place 
every year at the mother-
daughter fashion show... But 
I’m dressed like the mother,” the actress said. “I loved 
when I first unearthed this photo because I was like, 
‘Are you kidding me that is my daughter Olive’s body’. 
Like genetics are crazy, this is Olive, 100 per cent.” 
(IANS)

Sightings
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Delhi stand in way as Vidarbha 
chase maiden Ranji glory Chennaiyin beat Jamshedpur 

to consolidate top spot

Spain’s Bautista Agut rolls over Rublev, to face Djokovic in Abu Dhabi

Indore, Dec. 29 (PTI): A 
win away from their maiden 
title, Vidarbha embodied 
the allure often associated 
with underdogs as they 
braced up to face a battle-
hardened Delhi that has for 
years braved a system that is 
anything but robust, in the 
final of Ranji Trophy.

Since reaching their 
maiden semifinal of  the 
country’s premier domestic 
tournament, Vidarbha’s 
story has been about getting 
familiarised with unchar-
tered territories, and now 
they are up against a team 
that is also seeking happy 
endings for years.

If  Vidarbha’s dream run 
ends in a heartbreak at the 
Holkar Stadium, it would 
pave the way for Delhi’s 
eighth triumph -- the last 
coming almost a decade 
back.

Some turnaround it 
has been after the off-field 
controversies that dogged 
the team last season, with 
much publicised altercation 
between then skipper Gau-
tam Gambhir and coach 
KP Bhaskar.

A team that has pro-
duced some of  the finest 
players in recent years and 
looks set to supply a player 
or two more to the Indian 
cricket team in near future, 
Delhi certainly look like the 
fancied of the two finalists.

However, given Vidar-
bha’s spirited run to their 
maiden title clash, Delhi are 

Jamshedpur,  Dec.  29 
(IANS): Chennaiyin FC 
consolidated their position 
at the top of the points table 
with a 1-0 win over Jam-
shedpur FC in an Indian Su-
per League (ISL) encounter 
here on Thursday.

Jeje Lalpekhlua (41st 
minute) struck the only 
goal of the match from the 
penalty spot shortly before 
half-time to help the visitors 
walk away with the full three 
points.

Chennaiyin now have 16 
points from eight matches, 
four points ahead of second 
placed FC Goa.

Jamshedpur continue to 
be at the sixth spot in the 10-
team table with nine points 
from seven matches.

A first-half of two pen-
alties -- one scored and one 
missed -- decided the out-
come of the match.

Just when it seemed the 
first-half  would be remem-
bered for a flurry of  half  
chances, the referee pointed 
to the spot when Mehtab 
Hossain took a tumble in 
his own box and handled the 
ball in the process. 

Jeje sent Jamshedpur 
goalkeeper Subrata Pal the 
other way with a smart pen-
alty for his fourth goal of the 
season, and it turned out to 
be the difference between the 
two teams.

But the drama was hard-
ly over in the first period 
when the referee awarded 
a very soft penalty at the 
other end. 

Chennaiyin manager 
John Gregory was fuming 
at the touchline and was sent 
into the stands for his reac-
tion, but Kervens Belfort’s 
effort was saved brilliantly 
by the visitors’ goalkeeper 
Karanjit Singh. 

It was the closest that the 
hosts will come to equalising 
because the second-half was 
a cagey affair with lots of  
mistakes from both sets of  
attackers in the final third. 

The best moment came 
from Jeje himself, but he 

Abu Dhabi, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
Spain’s Roberto Bautista Agut de-
feated Russia’s Andrey Rublev 7-5, 
6-2 at the Mubadala World Tennis 
Championship here setting up a 
showdown in the semifinals of the 
exhibition event with Serbian star 
Novak Djokovic.

The world No. 20, who is play-
ing in Abu Dhabi because country-
man Rafael Nadal pulled out of the 
tournament, jumped to a 5-2 lead in 

the first set but ended up having to 
fight up a furious comeback by the 
Russian on Thursday, reports Efe. 

The 29-year-old Spaniard, who 
won titles in Chennai and Win-
ston-Salem, and Djokovic, who is 
coming off  an injury-marred 2017 
season, will face on Friday.

The 20-year-old Rublev, the 
world No. 39, was unable to mount 
any resistance to Bautista Agut in 
the second set, allowing the Span-

iard to jump to a quick 3-0 lead. 
In Friday’s other semifinal, South 
Africa’s Kevin Anderson, the US 
Open finalist, will take on Aus-
tria’s Dominic Thiem. Anderson, 
the world No. 14, defeated Pablo 
Carreño Busta, the other Spanish 
player competing in the event, 6-2, 
7-6 (7-2).

Carreño Busta and Rublev will 
play on Friday for the No. 5 spot 
in the exhibition tournament. The 

men’s final will be played on Satur-
day following the match to deter-
mine the winner of the No. 3 spot 
in the tournament.

Also on tap on Saturday is the 
first women’s exhibition match 
ever played at Abu Dhabi, a battle 
between American star Serena Wil-
liams, who is returning to the WTA 
Tour after giving birth, and Latvia’s 
Jelena Ostapenko, who won the 
French Open.

PTI

Players of Jamshedpur FC and Chennaiyain FC during their Indian 
Super League Football 2017-18 match at JRD TATA Sports Complex in 
Jamshedpur.

PTI

Vidarbha bowler Rajneesh Gurbani celebrates with his teammates a er dismissing Delhi’s team captain 
Rishabh Pant during the Ranji Trophy final cricket match between Delhi and Vidarbha in Indore on 
Friday.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1690SUD0KU 1530
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1689

ACROSS
1 Key above G
6 Where there’s smoke
10 “__ we forget”
14 Conductor Walter
15 Trails
16 Declare with confidence
17 French noble
18 Surprise cries
19 Bundle
20 “Casualties of War” director
22 Breaks away
24 Freshwater birds
26 As much
27 Lawsuit
30 Segment
32 Wimsey of detective fiction
34 Palestinians, e.g.
38 Piece of a two-piece
39 Sounds of time passing
41 George’s brother
42 Brown tone
45 One making net gains?
48 “Get __!”
50 Tickled
51 In a pile
54 Early evening
56 Purported
58 Like some exercises
62 Pinball violation
63 Lover of Aphrodite
65 Dispatch boat
66 Cabbage-shaped decoration
67 Pathetic
68 Admit
69 Primitive dwellings
70 Poker variety
71 Clothing

Down
1 Multiple choice choices
2 Cleaving tool
3 Hunk

4 Stomach soother
5 Skater’s jump
6 Parade spectacle
7 Cambodian’s neighbor
8 Sounds of disgust
9 Member of a Jewish sect
10 Office gizmo
11 Shake off
12 Tennis star Monica
13 Long lock
21 Water-lily painter
23 Andean shrub

25 Sort
27 Priestly vestments
28 Apple refuse
29 Golf course hazard
31 Galls
33 Spat
35 Objectives
36 Highlands hillside
37 Make smooth
40 Remove the stubble
43 Moon of Saturn
44 An arm and __

46 May birthstone
47 Exceed
49 Standards of perfection
51 Concoct
52 Yale of Yale University
53 Dole out
55 Relieved
57 Mild oath
59 Chomp
60 Horned goddess
61 Jailbirds
64 Cassowary’s cousin

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1529

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE 

blasted over in the dying 
seconds from Germanpreet 
Singh’s pass.

Apart from the penalty, 
Jamshedpur’s defence held 
firm in the first-half but there 
was more action for their 
attackers.

It all started with Me-

htab Hossain finding space 
down the right, but the im-
pending shot from Belfort 
was well saved by Karanjit. 

An interesting strategy 
throughout the game was 
that of holding a very high 
line whenever Chennaiyin 
would get a deep set-piece.

New Delhi, Dec. 29 (IANS): The 
Indian men’s cricket team achieved 
many highs in 2017 -- winning 37 out 
of their 53 matches across all formats 
-- even as the women hogged the lime-
light by finishing runners-up at the ICC 
women’s World Cup in London. But 
off-field controversies refused to take 
a backseat.

The men’s team experienced an 
array of transformations with skipper 
Virat Kohli taking over the mantle of  
all the three formats in company of  
head coach Ravi Shastri, who replaced 
Anil Kumble after an avoidable battle.

With the change in leadership, the 
playing style also underwent a change. 
While win-at-all-costs became the 
mantra for the new-look Indian team, 
passing a new “yo-yo” fitness test was 
made mandatory to get into the na-
tional squad.

If statistics are to be taken into con-
sideration, the Kohli-led side missed 
the 2003 world record set by the invin-
cible Australians by just a single win.

Of  the 37 victories, 21 came in 
One-day Internationals (ODIs) even 
as India regained their No.1 spot in the 
longest format, having won seven out 
of 11 Tests before South Africa pipped 
them towards the end of the year.

The only heartbreak came during 
the final of the ICC Champions Tro-
phy when the Men-in-Blue lost to an 
unpredictable Pakistan.

But one loss at the 50-overs global 
tournament did not deter the team, 
which by now had learned to take 
losses on the chin.

Fresh from the 4-0 drubbing of  
England in the Test series in Decem-
ber last year, India continued their 
victory juggernaut by crushing the 
Englishmen in ODIs and Twenty20 
Internationals (T20Is) by identical 2-1 
margins.

India then continued their domi-
nanation, defeating Bangladesh in a 
one-off Test before Kohli’s boys came 
from behind to beat Australia 2-1.

The cash-rich domestic T20 league 

(Indian Premier League) then took off  
and saw Rohit Sharma-led Mumbai 
Indians lift the silverware for the third 
time.

Within a week, India regrouped 
to take part in the Champions Trophy 
where they thrashed arch-rivals Paki-
stan in the opener before getting past 
South Africa and Bangladesh to reach 
the final which they eventually lost to 
Pakistan.

But more than the loss to Pakistan, 
it was the unceremonious exit of Kum-
ble after 12 months of  an otherwise 
harmonious tenure that grabbed the 
headlines.

The episode could have been han-
dled better, but it was less hurtful and 
did not derail the team with Kohli’s 
favourite, Shastri, returning to succeed 
Kumble as the head coach.

The Champions Trophy followed 
a brief, victorious limited overs tour 
to the West Indies. The Indians then 
toured Sri Lanka for a full series 
under the new coach, where they 

whitewashed the Islanders 9-0 across 
all formats.

Coming back, India’s dominance 
continued across formats, starting with 
a 4-1 demolition of  the Kangaroos 
in the ODIs before sharing the T20I 
series 1-1.

Kohli’s men then made light work 
of the New Zealanders, beating them 
2-1 in both the ODIs and T20Is before 
ending the year with another humili-
ation of the hapless Sri Lankans in a 
hurriedly-organised home series.

This came in for sharp criticism 
from none other than Kohli, who 
complained of the cramped scheduling 
hurting preparedness for the challeng-
ing tour of South Africa.

The debate over the issue linked to 
the BCCI-planned Future Tour Pro-
gramme (FTP), with reports emerging 
of  disagreements between the Com-
mittee of  Administrators (CoA) and 
the board officials.

The CoA tightened the noose 
around the BCCI and backed Kohli’s 

demand for a pay-hike in relation to a 
multi-crore deal between the board and 
a broadcaster.

The deliberations and arguments 
over issues like conflict of interest, pro-
fessionalising the cricket administra-
tion and bringing the fans closer to the 
game continued throughout the year.

A major decision taken at the 
controversially delayed Special Gen-
eral Body Meeting (SGM), was the 
BCCI’s continued refusal to come un-
der the National Anti-Doping Agency 
(NADA).

One of the major changes in world 
cricket took place when the ICC 
announced Test and ODI Leagues, 
aimed at making the bilateral rubbers 
purposeful.

While the men’s team basked in the 
glory of an emphatic home season, the 
women’s team under Mitali Raj -- the 
leading run-scorer in women’s ODIs -- 
doubled the joy by finishing runners-up 
in the ICC Women’s World Cup.

Their dream of winning the World 

Cup might have been shattered, but 
they were successful in winning a bil-
lion hearts, making July 23 a historic 
date for Indians everywhere.

Making it past the league stages 
was unthinkable for many before these 
women made it possible in 2017.

Stunning England in their opener, 
the Indian eves went on a hat-trick 
streak by beating the West Indies, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, with brilliant 
performances by Smriti Mandhana, 
Ekta Bisht, and Deepti Sharma.

Then came the masterstroke 
from the Indian vice captain and 
star all-rounder Harmanpreet Kaur, 
who single-handedly carried India 
to the final, scoring a brilliant 171 
off  115 balls against Australia in the 
semi-final.

India gave hosts England a run for 
their money in the summit clash before 
going down narrowly by nine runs, but 
that performance was enough to give 
oxygen to women’s cricket, which will 
move into 2018 with bigger hopes.

Nitish Rana has scored 
a lot of  runs batting in the 
middle-order.

The seven-time winners 
have a young captain in 
Pant and though he has had 
a quiet season, the wick-
etkeeper would certainly 
look to impress the national 
selectors present there, with 
handsome contributions.

Navdeep Saini, the 
25-year-old pacer, has been 
a consistent wicket-taker 
for Delhi this season. His 
seven- wicket match haul 
against Bengal in the semi-
final contributed to his team 
s innings win.

The bowler from Kar-
nal, whose rise has been 
documented over the past 
few days, meant business 
in the group stages too, 
picking up wickets against 
Maharashtra and Uttar 
Pradesh.

Saini’s pace bowling 
colleague, Kulwant Khe-
jroliya too took four wickets 
against Bengal, as the duo 
bundled out their opponents 
for a paltry 86 in the second 
innings.

Left-arm spinner Vikas 
Mishra has been the lead-
ing wicket-taker for Delhi 
this season, and has shone 
through the league, snar-
ing a bag full of  wickets 
against Madhya Pradesh, 
Hyderabad, Maharashtra 
and Railways. He has been 
accompanied by another 
left-arm spinner, Manan 
Sharma.

well aware of the threat the 
first- timers could pose over 
the next few days.

Not one to take any-
thing for granted, Delhi 
skipper Rishabh Pant said 
on the eve of the match,”We 
are just focused on the job at 
hand. We know we will 
have to play really well to 
win the match.” 

Medium pacer Rajneesh 
Gurbani has become the 
toast of the domestic scene 
since he ran through season 
favourites Karnataka’s a 
star-studded batting line-up 

in the semifinal in Kolkata.
In Delhi, Gurbani and 

his team-mates have an-
other difficult challenge 
facing them.

With the seasoned 
Gambhir at the top of  the 
order, Delhi know they have 
a player who can be relied 
on in times of crisis.

If  the out-of-favour In-
dia opener is able to add to 
the three centuries and two 
fifties in the final, Delhi 
would be too happy to lap 
it all.

From scoring a crucial 

95 in the fourth-innings 
quarterfinal chase against 
Madhya Pradesh to the 
century versus Bengal in 
the last-four stage, Gambhir 
has had a decisive role in the 
team’s progress to the final, 
and a substantial outing 
here would be befitting.

G a m b h i r ’s  m u c h -
younger opening partner, 
Kunal Chandela, too is 
coming off  a century in 
the semi-final, and Delhi 
are fortunate to enter the 
season’s biggest game with 
their openers in top form.
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Rain affects fourth day of 4th Ashes Test

Two decades of Federer, and still going strong

Nagaland to participate 
in NE Taekwondo C'ship

Griezmann to stay, 

Arsenal outlast Crystal Palace 3-2   

Khawakhrie is champion of Mezoma Meet the three Naga footballers 
in the Hero Indian League 

Covers can be seen over the pitch during a rain delay on the fourth day of 
the fourth Ashes cricket test match.

The top four wrestlers flanked by MYO leaders and tournament officials at Mezoma village on December 29. 
EM Images

Melbour ne,  Dec.  29 
(IANS): Rain played the 
spoilsport after Australia 
scored 103/2, trailing by 61 
runs on the fourth day of the 
fourth Ashes Test against 
England here on Friday.

David Warner (40) and 
skipper Steven Smith (25) 
were at the crease when play 
was abandoned for the day. 

After putting up 327 in 
its first innings, Australia 
got off  to a steady start in 
the second innings as opener 
Cameron Bancroft (27) and 
Warner forged a 50 run part-
nership before Bancroft was 
dismissed by Chris Woakes. 

Usman Khawaja (11) 
then joined Warner in the 
middle but failed to rise to 
the occasion as he was sent 
packing by James Anderson 

Kohima Bureau
Mezoma, Dec. 29: Keneiselie Kha-
wakhrie was crowned as the cham-
pion of  the 42nd Mezoma wrestling 
meet held on December 29 at Phe-
hinu, Mezoma village.

The new champion, son of  Vi-
hulie Khawakhrie, emerged as the 
winner following his victory against 
veteran wrestler Zapusazo Sirie in 
the final.

On his way to lift the title, the up-

coming wrestler Keneiselie defeated 
another fellow clansman and a title 
contender Kekhriekolie Khawakhrie 
in the semifinals, while he overcame 
Rokovi Khawakhrie in the quarters.

Veteran wrestler Zapusazo, for-
mer wrestling champ of  the Western 
Angami Sports Association in 1996, 
made a successful comeback after 
a gap of  21 years as he performed 
exceptionally well to reach the final 
from among 56 wrestlers who took 

part in the competition. Sirie cruised 
into the final with his victory against 
Lhousavilie Kehie in the semis; 
however, he went down fighting in 
straight sets in the final match.

The champion fetched a cash 
award of  INR 15,000, followed by the 
runner-up with a cash award of  INR 
10,000. The third and fourth position 
winners both received INR 7,000 and 
INR 5,000 respectively.

The wrestlers who qualified for 

Zhovezo Resu
Kohima, Dec. 29: Kwethelhi Thopi debuted with 
Aizawl FC to become the first player from Nagaland 
to play in the Hero Indian League for the 2015–16 
season. Then James Kithan, goalkeeper for Churchill 
Brothers Sporting Club in Goa followed to become the 
second person to debut in the I-League with a match 
against Shillong Lajong FC at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in Shillong on Dec. 2 this year. He has 
not only played for the Churchill Brothers 
but has also received a hero-of-the-match 
award in the I-league match against King-
fisher East Bengal on Dec. 16.

James Kithan
Kithan told the Eastern Mirror: “I am 
really grateful to almighty God for this 
wonderful opportunity, He made this 
possible for me and also my family for 
supporting me and always being there for 
me through my hard times and also my agent 
for his hard work on me for my success till 
now and also in future to come.”

Wokha native had a word for the 
youngsters: “It is all about never to give up 
on your dreams with hard work, determi-
nation, focus, disciple and fighting spirit to 
achieved your goals by playing football as a career. Not 
only playing football in Nagaland but beyond Nagaland 
with the top clubs. There is always chance to be suc-
cessful on it...I wish to see more Naga players come to 
I-League next season. In God I trust.”

The 24 year old is a son of Ashio Kithan hailing from 
Dimapur. He has played for Kohima Komets (Kohima), 
Peerless Sports Club (Kolkata), Mohammedan Sporting 
Club (Kolkata), Viva Chennai FC (Chennai) and now 
Churchill brothers FC (Goa). 

Visalie Mezhü
18-year-old Visalie Mezhii is one of the youngest players 
in the league and an attacking midfielder for Churchill 
Brothers Sporting Club. He is the only son of Kevi-
uchulie Mezhü, a pastor of the Town Baptist Church 
at Medziphema. The young player is the second 
child of the five siblings. The product of Shillong 
Lajong Football Club academy said: “First of  
all, all glory to God, I feel blessed and excited 
to be in the I-league team for the top tier league. 
God is the only reason that i made it so far, 
without his grace and blessing, I am nothing. 

The player explained that being a professional 
footballer was difficult as football is very competitive in 
India and abroad. ‘But nothing is impossible with God, 
fear and honour God, work hard, and stay humble and 
always remember that there is no shortcut towards suc-
cess,’ he said.

Neithovilie Chalieu
18 year old Neithovilie Chalieu is also another football 
player from Nagaland. He called his experience in being 
part of the league and Shillong Lajong team a ‘won-
derful feeling and a great experience.’ 

‘It is always been hard work, sacrifice, patience to 
reach where I am today n it is just a start,’ he said and 
hoped that by putting his effort and playing better, 
youngsters would be influenced to take up the sport 
and pursue their dream. He is the son of Zhagwelhou 
and Kezhaleno Chalieu, hailing from Tsiepama village 
of Dimapur district. He is the fifth child among 
seven siblings.

AFC A licensed assistant coach senior 
and youth coach of Aizawl Football Club 
N William Koso had a good word for the 
players. He said “I am really happy for 
them that they have made it in the bigger 
platform, I really wanted our Naga foot-
ballers to reach the professional level and 
knowing they were my players.”

James Kithan is said to have trained 
under Koso. “I want to encourage parents 
to send their kids for professional football 
career and Naga football coaches to look 
beyond the state. Working in professional level 
it’s very challenging and exciting and of course 
nothing like living your dream” said Koso.

DP-285
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NEITHOVILIE CHALIEU

VISALIE MEZHÜ

the quarters were Visedelhou Chüsi, 
Rokoseto Kehie, Keviu Kehie and 
Rokovi Khawakhrie. All four of  
them received INR 2,000 each.

Earlier, the inaugural function 
was graced by Kevisekho Kruse, retd 
chief  engineer, PHED, Government 
of  Nagaland, as the chief  guest.

In his address, Kruse encouraged 
the wrestlers to partake in games 
and sports with seriousness, so as to 
reach the highest level of  competi-
tions.

“Your commitment and sincerity 
is what we demand from you. Aim 
for the highest level as you strive to 
make sports a career,” he said.

Kruse also challenged the youth 
to spearhead and provide the leader-
ship to take the Naga society ahead.

Stating that the Naga society is 
at a critical juncture, he advised the 
youth not to lose hope, but strive 
with a determined vision and a posi-
tive approach.

“We are marching towards a new 
era and towards a new dispensation. 
Together let us do something for 
people and our society,” Kruse said.

Mentioning the existing prob-
lems of  the Naga society, he how-
ever, told the youth to wisely tackle 
the problems. “It may be difficult, 
but it’s not impossible,” he added.

The 42nd MYO wrestling meet 
will culminate on December 30 with 
Kevilesie Senotsu, vice president, 
Angami Sports Association as the 
guest of  honour.

after adding a few more runs to 
the board.

Then Australian skipper 
Smith joined in the middle and 
stabilised the innings with War-
ner.

Earlier, England were bowled 
out at the overnight score of 491. 

Anderson was dismissed by Pat 
Cummins on the very first ball of  
the day and opener Alastair Cook 
remained unbeaten at 244.

For Australia, Cummins 
scalped four wickets while Josh 
Hazlewood and Nathan Lyon 
took three wickets each.

Kohima, Dec. 29 (EMN) : The Naga-
land Taekwondo Association (NTA) 
will take part in the forthcoming 
North East Taekwondo Champion-
ship which is scheduled to be held 
from January 8 to 10th at Karimganj 
, Assam.

The NTA informed that all the 
Gold Medal winners in the Cadet, 
Junior and Senior Boys and Girls at 
the 30th NTA Meet are directed to 
report which full sporting equipment 
and materials   for the on January 3 
at Dimapur. There will be a coaching 
camp after which they will proceed to 
the competition.

London, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
Forward Alexis Sanchez 
had a brace here to power 
Arsenal to a 3-2 win over 
Crystal Palace that leaves 
the Gunners tied on points 
with Tottenham Hotspur.

Arsenal took the lead 
in the 25th minute, when 
Shkodran Mustafi knocked 
in the rebound after Palace 
goalkeeper Julian Speroni 
turned aside a shot by Alex-
andre Lacazette on Thurs-
day, reports Efe. 

The Gunners created 
a fistful of  solid chances 
before the half-time break, 

but none of  them turned 
into goals.

Hector Bellerin came 
close to making it 2-0 in the 
first minute of  the second 
half, instead Palace pulled 
level in the 50th minute with 
a goal by Andros Townsend.

But the joy of the Palace 
fans packed into Selhurst 
Park was short-lived.

Sanchez got his first of  
the night in the 61st minute, 
beating Speroni with a shot 
just inside the right post. 
The Chilean international 
struck again five minutes 
later, converting a perfect 

long ball from Jack Wilshere 
to give Arsenal a 3-1 advan-
tage.

The hosts mounted 
a late charge and James 
Tomkins connected with a 
header in the 89th minute 
to narrow the deficit to one 
goal, but the Gunners hung 
on to collect all three points.

The win would have 
been especially satisfying 
for Arsenal's Arsene Wenger 
as he moved into a tie with 
Manchester United legend 
Sir Alex Ferguson for most 
Premier League matches 
managed: 810.

Despite having the same 
number of  points as Tot-
tenham, 37, the Gunners sit 
behind their North London 
neighbors and rivals in sixth 
place by virtue of Spurs' bet-
ter goal differential.

On the bright side, Ar-
senal is only a point behind 
fourth-place Liverpool.

For Crystal Palace, who 
started the season with sev-
en straight losses, the defeat 
marked the end of an eight-
match unbeaten run. With 
18 points, they are in 16th 
place, but just a point above 
the drop zone.

Madrid, Dec. 29 (IANS): 
Atletico Madrid CEO 
Miguel Angel Gil Marin 
said their star forward An-
toine Griezmann will stay 
with the club and it is im-
possible for the Frenchman 
to leave the side before sum-
mer. The 26-year-old, who 
extended his contract with 
the Spanish club, has been 
linked with a move to Eng-
lish football giants Manches-
ter United since the previous 
season. 

"It is impossible that he 
will leave this team before 
the summer," Gil Marin 
was quoted as saying by Sky 
Sports on Thursday. 

"Last summer we made 
a great effort well beyond 
the club's possibilities and 

we will do it once again next 
summer.

"We have struggled to 
join together these two play-
ers (Griezmann and Diego 
Costa) and I think it will 
be very good for the two to 
compete together. It will be 
very good for Atletico and it 
will be good for the coaches. 
Until July 1, his (buyout) 
clause is €200m ($239 m)," 
he added.  

"Atletico do not want 
to sell him, not now, nor in 
the summer. For us he is a 
very important player, who 
has grown a lot with us and 
we have grown with him. 
Our intention is to continue 
growing together. I would 
love him to continue," Gil 
Marin concluded.

Perth, Dec. 29 (AFP): The amazing 
Roger Federer will embark on his 21st 
professional season when he leads 
Switzerland in the mixed teams Hop-
man Cup starting here tomorrow.

The 36-year-old Swiss is coming off  
an extraordinary year where he took 
his majors tally to 19, with a fifth Aus-
tralian Open title and a record eighth 
Wimbledon.

Federer finished the year at number 
two in the world behind Spanish rival 
Rafael Nadal, having started at 16, after 
a season-leading seven titles, including 
three Masters at Indian Wells, Miami 
and Shanghai.

It was a sensational season by any 
standards, but especially as Federer 
has been playing professional tennis 
since 1998 -- a year when Bill Clinton 
was president of  the United States, 
and James Cameron's "Titanic" won 
11 Oscars.

Federer will again partner Belinda 
Bencic at the Hopman Cup, his only 
event before launching his Australian 
Open title defence on January 15.

"It's totally different this time 
around," said Federer, whose appear-
ance at the previous edition of the Hop-
man Cup followed a rare six-month 
absence as he recovered from injury.

"I had a great off-season. I mean, I 
did have a good off-season too last year 
but I just wasn't sure what to expect.

"Now expectations are higher 
but at the same time I try to remind 
myself, 'Just don't think it's normal 
and realistic to aim for the same 
things I did this year in 2017'.

"I've got to try and keep it cool, 

try my best and see what happens -- but 
the preparation's been good so far." 

Federer and Bencic teamed for the 
first time at last year's Hopman Cup, 
only just missing out on sending Swit-
zerland into the final.

Bencic missed five months of 2017 
after undergoing wrist surgery.

"She had a tough year after that 
so it's nice to see her back in shape as 
well," Federer said.

Three guaranteed matches in the 
Hopman Cup's round robin stages 
are a perfect prepara-
tion for Federer, who 
also thrives in the 
relaxed setting 
of  Perth with his 
family in tow.

He will be up 
against American 
world number 
eight Jack Sock 
in his pool, while 
he could face 
Germany's world 
number four Alex-
ander Zverev play-
ing in the opposite 
side of  the draw 
in the final.

While Federer is a tour veteran, 
Zverev's coming-of-age campaign saw 
him win five titles and become one of  
just four men to beat the Swiss great 
this year, in the Montreal final.

His progress up the rankings has 
marked him out as the most likely of  
the current crop of youngsters to trans-
late his talent into Grand Slam titles.

The tall German had a roller-
coaster year at the Slams -- a last-16 spot 
at Wimbledon, but also a first-round 
loss in Paris, a second-round exit in 
New York and a third-round defeat to 

Nadal in Australia.
Zverev will partner former 

world number one Angelique 
Kerber, and they kick off  
their Hopman Cup campaign 
against Belgium's David Gof-
fin and Elise Mertens.

Vasek Pospisil and Euge-
nie Bouchard are in Canada's 
team along with Germany, 
Belgium and Australia in 
Pool A.

Russia will be represented 
by Karen Khachanov and An-

astasia Pavlyuchenkova, while 
Yuichi Sugita and Naomi 

Osaka are playing for 
Japan both in 

Pool B.


