
Muslim women at a market in the walled city area of Delhi on Thursday. The Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights of Marriage) Bill, 2017, which makes instant triple talaq illegal and void, was 
passed in the Parliament. 
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Great minds  
have purposes;  

others have wishes. 

~ Washington Irving
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N Thomas Lotha seen addressing the gathering. Seen in the photo is Chief Minister T R Zeliang with his wife 
Kevizenuo Rangkau, Bal Krishna Acharya and Kuzholuzo Neinu.
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Lok Sabha passes Bill that 
criminalises triple talaq 

Patanjali sanctions INR 100 cr. to set up 100-bedded hospital

PM tells northeast people not to 
believe in 'tendentious rumours'
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Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Joseph Keikung | P10

members wanting it to be referred to a 
standing committee and some arguing 
why it was not brought earlier.

The Bill makes the act of pro-
nouncing talaq-e-biddat punishable 
offence. There is provision for subsist-
ence allowance from the husband for 
the livelihood and daily supporting 
needs of the wife as also of the de-
pendent children. The wife would also 
be entitled to the custody of minor 
children.

Intervening in the debate, Minister 
of State for External Affairs M.J. Ak-
bar said time was now ripe for the pas-
sage of the legislation in the interest 
of Muslim women. He recalled an in-
stance of a British journalist interview-
ing the late Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru after the passage of the Hindu 
code Bill when she asked when would 
the government introduce reforms in 
Muslim laws.

Nehru was not opposed to reforms 
of Muslim personal laws but merely 
said the time was not opportune then, 
Akbar said. "That time has come 
now."

Though Opposition members, in-
cluding from the Congress, supported 

the legislation, they wanted it to be 
referred to a parliamentary committee 
so that several lacunae can be removed 
and the provisions strengthened in fa-
vour of Muslim women. The law must 
ensure that subsistence allowance and 
maintenance to the women and the 
children was not stopped, they felt.

Some felt that the BJP government 
was in a haste to pass the Bill not be-
cause of its concern for Muslim wom-
en but because it sees this as a first step 
towards bringing in a uniform civil 
code. They wanted the measure to be 
given up immediately.

During the debate, BJP MP Meen-
akshi Lekhi accused the Congress of  
appeasing Muslims and said there is a 
need for codification of Muslim per-
sonal laws in the country.

"They (Congress) always did ap-
peasement politics for which the coun-
try has paid for 30 years and today 
we have this chance. If  we lose this 
chance today we will not have another 
chance.," she said.

"Codification of Islamic law is 
needed in this country. No one knows 
what is Sharia, Talaq-e-Biddat... No 
one knows the difference," she added.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 28: Patan-
jali Ayurved Limited, a Fast 
Moving Consumer Goods 
(FMCG) company have as-
sured to set up a 100-bedded 
hospital in Dimapur for the 
differently-able persons and 
has expressed interest in set-
ting up a university in Na-
galand in partnership with 
the state government and 
Central government and 
sanctioned INR 100 cr. to-
wards this project on Thur. 
Dec. 28. 

This was announced 
by Advisor for Higher and 
Technical Education, N 
Thomas Lotha who is also 
a member of General Coun-
cil for People with Multiple 
Disabilities, Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empower-
ment, Government of India 
in the presence of Patanjali 
Ayurved Limited founder 
Baba Ramdev’s close aide 
Bal Krishna Acharya and 
Chief Minister T R Zeliang 
at a programme dedicated 
for differently-able people at 
his residence at Khermahal 
Dimapur. 

Also the legislator an-
nounced that December 28 
will be commemorated as 
a ‘blessed day’ for the dif-
ferently-able persons in the 
state annually. 

CM Zeliang while wel-
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'I will spread the message that Nagaland is safe and friendly' 

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): The 
Lok Sabha on Thursday passed a bill 
that criminalises instant divorce with 
three years of imprisonment for Mus-
lim husbands after the government re-
jected an overwhelming demand from 
the Opposition to refer the legislation 
to a Parliamentary standing commit-
tee for detailed consideration.

The Muslim Women (Protection 
of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 was 
passed by a voice vote after rejecting 
a resolution moved by Revolution-
ary Socialist Party member N.K. 
Premachandran that the legislation be 
circulated for public opinion. 

Various amendments moved by op-
position members, including Asadud-
din Owaisi (AIMIM) and Premachan-
dran, were negatived in divisions.

The government's determination 
to get the Bill passed could be gauged 
from the fact that it was introduced in 
the morning and taken up for consid-
eration in the afternoon by suspend-
ing relevant rules and then passed in 
the evening by sitting late beyond the 
scheduled close of the House.

Law and Justice Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad, who introduced 
the bill and later piloted it in the Lok 
Sabha, said history was being created 
today.

He said the issue was not of reli-
gion or faith but of "gender justice and 
gender equality" and appealed to all 
the parties to rise above political con-
siderations and politics of votebank. 
"Women are seeing that justice will 
be done to them. Let us speak in one 
voice that we are for gender justice and 
gender equity and pass the Bill unani-
mously," Prasad said, winding up the 
discussion.

He said instances of instant triple 
talaq continue despite the Supreme 
Court ruling it as unconstitutional in 
August this year. The bill seeks to de-
clare pronouncement of talaq-e-biddat 
(three pronouncements of talaq at one 
go) by Muslim husbands void and il-
legal in view of the Supreme Court 
verdict.

Prasad said while Justice Rohing-
ton Nariman and U.U. Lalit held in 
their judgment in August that instant 
divorce was unconstitutional and the 
government should look at bringing 
a law, Justice Kurian Joseph had ob-
served that what is a sin in Islamic 
laws cannot be legal.

The Minister saw no justification 
in the demand for referring the Bill 
to a standing committee saying the 
affected Muslim women were cry-
ing for justice and were fully backing 
it. He said there was contradiction in 

coming Patanjali Ayurved 
Ltd. and Acharya’s promise 
to set up a  hospital for the 
differently-able and their 
desire to set up university in 
the state assured all possible 
support for the differently-
able community from the 
state government.  

“Let us open ways for 
the company to set up uni-
versity in the state. Not only 
the state government but 
NGOs and every section of  
the society should cooperate 
not only towards this project 
but also towards any com-
pany who wants to invest in 
the state”, said Zeliang. 

Bal Krishna Acharya 
in his speech announced 
that Patanjali Ayurved Ltd. 
will not only set up the 
100-bedded hospital for the 
differently-able persons but 
will come up with a univer-
sity or college if  their vision 
gets a positive nod. Without 
disclosing the location, Ach-
arya said that three possible 
sites have been considered 
for the projected university 
in the state and the project 
will be for the benefit of the 
society and not for profit. 

Claiming Patanjali Ay-
urved Ltd. to be the second 
highest FMCG in India, 

Acharya asserted the com-
pany is focusing on farm-
ers taking into account the 
situation of farmers in India 
who are not progressive   but 
are still traditional.

Acharya also acknowl-
edged that he was cautioned 
by his associates on his 
proposed visit to Nagaland 
which is identified as a 
conflict zone. However he 
conveyed that his experi-
ence in the state has been 
different for good and not 
as presumed. “I will spread 
the message that Nagaland 
is safe and friendly”, com-
municated Acharya. 

Imphal/New Delhi, Dec 28 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday said that people of  the 
northeastern states should not believe 
in "tendentious rumours" but depend 
on the government statement and as-
sured that "no one-sided decision" 
would be taken on the Naga issue.

He conveyed this while talking 
to an eight-member team of three 
civil organisations of  Manipur who 
called on him on Thursday morning 
on the issue of  the framework agree-
ment the Centre had signed with the 
rebel group, NSCN(I)M on August 3, 
2015. 

"As the Prime Minister I assure 
you that people will be consulted and 
no one-sided decision shall be taken 
on the burning issue," Modi is report-
ed to have assured the delegates. 

All sections of  people including 

the Manipur Assembly have been 
clamouring for the disclosure of  the 
details of  the agreement. During the 
winter session the assembly took one 
unanimous resolution to demand dis-
closure of  the details. 

Leaders of  Uinted Committee 
Manipur, All Manipur United Clubs 
Organisation and Committee on Civil 
Society Kangleipak have been camp-
ing in Delhi since December 16 to 
urge the national leaders not to take a 
"one-sided decision" on the issue. 

Spokesperson Johnson Elang-
bam told IANS that the team had a 
15-minute meeting with Modi during 
which he gave a patient hearing. "We 
had detailed discussion by putting 
all the cards on the table," Elangbam 
said. 

The team members said that all 
sections support the efforts to bring 

about a durable peace but the interest 
and territory of  Manipur should not 
be compromised. 

The NSCN(IM) demand is that 
all the "Naga inhabited" areas in As-
sam, Manipur and Arunachal Prad-
desh should be brought under one 
administrative roof of  Nagaland. 

Elangbam said that Manipur's ter-
ritory is over 2,000 years old and has 
a written history of  this long period. 
On June 18, 2001 there was an upris-
ing in Manipur when the ceasefire 
with the NSCN(IM) was extended 
"without territorial limits". 

Modi told the delegates that peo-
ple should focus on development, 
peace and welfare. The delegates had 
also earlier met Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, BJP National President 
Amit Shah and several other leaders 
in Delhi. 

TR Zeliang (R) and General Bipin Rawat(L) during a meeting in Dimapur, 
Nagaland on Thursday.

Chief of Army Staff in state Demand for Tseminyu 
district continues

Only six states, UTs comply with Centre's renewable purchase obligations 

'Alemtemshi Jamir poised 
to be NDPP's CM candidate'

Rengma Hoho convenes meeting
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Dec. 28 (EMN): The 
indefinite ‘peaceful dharna’ being 
carried out by the Rengma Selo 
Zi, a community youth organi-
sation, and Rengma Students’ 
Union (RSU) in support of the 
Rengma community’s demand 
for upgrade of Tseminyu sub-
division to a district headquarter 
entered the third day on Dec. 28 
at the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) office complex 
in Tseminyu town.

Kandi Group, the last 
Rengma villages bordering with 
Wokha district, volunteered at 
Thursday’s sit-in demonstration 
while Rengma GBs Association 
president Kehoga Kent, RSU 
president RN David, and repre-
sentatives of Kandi Public Or-
ganization and Tseminyu town 

youth addressed the protesting 
youth.

The youth voluteers raised 
strong slogans advocating that 
‘Tseminyu should be latest dis-
trict rather than the oldest sub-
division’.

Meanwhile, it has been learnt 
that Rengma Hoho, the apex or-
ganisation of the community, has 
convened a consultative meeting 
on Dec. 29 with all its units and 
other Rengma organisations at 
Tseminyu. Further course of ac-
tion to the community’s demand 
for upgrading Tseminyu into a 
full-fledged district is expected to 
be discussed at the meeting.

Despite the meeting call, the 
Rengma Selo Zi and RSU have 
informed that their volunteers 
would continue the indefinite 
‘dharna’.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 
(EMN): The Chief  of  
Army Staff  General Bipin 
Rawat arrived at Army 
Spear Corps, Dimapur, 
on December 28. He is 
scheduled to visit impor-
tant locations in the states 
of  Assam, Nagaland and 
Manipur on December 28 
and 29 December.

General Bipin Rawat  
held a meeting with Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang at 
Dimapur and discussed 
the security situation, in-
formed defence sources. 

He later visited HQ 
IGAR(N) and reviewed 
the prevailing security sit-
uation in the state where 
he exhorted the troops of  
Assam Rifles to continue 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 28 : The former chief  secre-
tary of  Nagaland and the working president 
of  the Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has been projected as the par-
ty's chief  ministerial candidate for the com-
ing assembly elections. 

This was announced on Thursday during 
the opening programme of  Highway Area 
Sumi Student's Union (HASSU)  25th year 
celebrations by the chairman for the jubilee 
planning board, Toiho Yeptho who is also a 
member of  the NDPP.

He declared the former chief  secretary to 
be a candidate in the running to be the next 
chief  minister of  Nagaland. 

Jamir said that NDPP was more of  a 
movement than a political party. “We be-
lieve in change, we believe that a government 
should not behave the way the present gov-
ernments are behaving,” he said. 

When asked about it by Eastern Mirror , 
Jamir replied that it was not only for the role 
of  chief  minister, but as a leader not only 
for the 'movement' but also for people of  the 
state.

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Only six out of  29 states and 
seven union territories are com-
plying with the central govern-
ment's Renewable Purchase 
Obligation (RPO) targets, a 
Greenpeace India report said on 
Wednesday.

Under the RPO, states are 
suppose to achieve certain targets 
by ensuring that their power-share 
comes from green or renewable 
sources. In case the states are un-
able to produce enough renew-
able due to any-reasons, they buy 
Renewable Energy Certificates 

(REC) to compensate for the lag 
in the target. 

According to Greenpeace 
India, however only Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, Karnata-
ka, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh, Nagaland and Megha-
laya are meeting or exceeding the 
targets.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's home state 
Gujarat, along with Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattis-
garh, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Punjab, 
Delhi, Bihar, Jharkhand, Chan-
digarh and Uttar Pradesh are 

among the top laggards. 
The Greenpeace report, a 

follow up to a similar analysis in 
2013, shows that nothing much 
has changed in the last four years 
in terms of states complying with 
the Centre's or their own renew-
able energy targets.

India has an ambitious com-
mitment of achieving 175 GW 
of energy through renewable by 
March 2022, of which 100 GW 
is solar and 75 MW is wind and 
other green sources. 

"Consistent non-compliance 
with the domestic targets reflects 

reluctance on the part of many 
state administrations towards 
the renewable energy transition," 
said Pujarini Sen, Campaigner, 
Greenpeace India. 

The analysis also pointed out 
towards huge disparity, as on one 
hand, states such as Meghalaya 
have fulfilled over 200 percent 
of the target while states such as 
Manipur have fulfilled zero.

"While Tamil Nadu is a lag-
gard, Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh have been performing 
well," the study said.

As per the findings the com-

pliance percentages of some 
key states and UTs includes Gu-
jarat (76.1 per cent), Delhi (5.5), 
Jharkhand (2.3), Jammu and 
Kashmir (14.3), Manipur (0), 
Goa (0), Bihar (12.7), Chandi-
garh (5.5), Uttar Pradesh (43), 
Uttarakhand (57.9) and West 
Bengal (55.6).

Greenpeace takes this dispar-
ity among the states as govern-
ment's and nodal agencies lack 
of intent, even as "the country 
has the potential and resources to 
fulfil the targets". 

"A major reason for poor 

state performance is the lack of a 
penalty for non-compliance," the 
report said. 

The analysis further pointed 
out that with solar and wind tar-
iffs falling sharply, these sources 
are now cheaper than two-third 
of India's existing coal power 
generation.

"Replacing the most expen-
sive coal power plants with elec-
tricity generated by solar and 
wind can save discoms and con-
sumers up to Rs 54,000 crores," 
says another analysis by Green-
peace. 
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to do well and remember 
that they are the 'true Sen-
tinels of  the North East'.

The Army Chief  will 
undertake an appraisal of  
operations of  the Spear 
Corps along the Line of  
Actual Control as well as 
Counter Insurgency Op-
erations.

Besides the security 
aspects, 'facilitating the 
ongoing peace process' as 
well as improving employ-
ment generation opportu-
nities will also figure in 
the planned discussions, it 
was informed. 

The Army Chief  is  
accompanied by Lieu-
tenant General Abhay 
Krishna, General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief  
Eastern Command, and 
Lieutenant General Anil 
Chauhan, General Of-
ficer Commanding Spear 
Corps. 



Goodwill car rally reaches Kohima

CTCSU general session concludes

KSU sports meet underway 

Governor and others 
mourn PF Zeliang’s demise

TSU to hold general session

DEO Kohima 
invites nominations 
for teachers’ award

NSCN (IM) flays AR’s action

RASU conference underway

AR arrests NDFB(S) cadres 
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Amaluma village celebrates 100 years of existence

Governor PB Acharya and MLA Tokheho Yepthomi releasing the souvenir in commemoration of Amaluma 
village centenary celebration on December 23.

Principal of Sainik School, Punglwa, Group Captain Sharad R Kesar flagging off the Goodwill Car Rally of SSI 
Alumni Association (Adventure Club) on December 28.

CTCSU officials pose for a group photo during the 28th general session on December 22.

Alleged NDFB (S) cadres under the police custody on December 28.

Director of Geology and Mining, Wanthang Wanth 
Rengma gracing the inaugural session of 52nd 
Kandinu Student’s Union (KSU) sports meet in 
Kandi.Dr. C Wothungo Tungoe speaking 

at the 51st RASU general 
conference in Yampha village on 
December 28.

Governor iterates developing villages 

minded that India is a sec-
ular country where people 
of  all faiths and religions 
should live together in har-
mony.

Earlier, the chief  guest 
accompanied by his wife 
Kavita Acharya unveiled 
the monolith erected in 
commemoration of  the 
centenary celebration.

Guest of  honour and 
MLA of  Dimapur-III as-
sembly  cons t i tuency, 
Tokheho Yepthomi, in his 
greetings, expressed that 

completion of  100 years of  
the Amaluma village was 
itself  an achievement and 
its centenary celebration 
a historic event. He also 
released the souvenir pub-
lished in commemoration 
of  the centenary.

In his welcome ad-
dressed, Rakesh Hasnu 
enlightened the gather-
ing on the achievements 
and progress made by the 
village in various fields 
especially in literacy and 
education. He also stated 

that the village people were 
mostly farmers and were 
self  sufficient in terms of  
production. Despite steady 
growth in education and 
employment, he added that 
the village still remained 
economically backward in 
some other sectors. 

A brief  history of  Ama-
luma village was illustrated 
by the convenor of  the cel-
ebration committee Thang-
nodao Naiding.

Johon Jidung, village 
council chairman co-con-

Kohima, Dec. 28 (EMN): A 25 member 
team of  Sainik School Imphal Alumni 
Association (Adventure Club) reached 
Kohima on December 28 as part of  their 
Goodwill car rally to the seven north east-
ern states.

The rally was flagged from Sainik 
School, Imphal, by the Principal of Sainik 
School Imphal, Captain (IN) Vinit Tiwari 
on December 18 last with an aim of reju-
venating the alumni of the institution from 
all the NE states and upholding the rich 
traditions of the school, stated convenor of  
Goodwill car rally N Ibungochoubi.

He also said that the rally went through 
the states meeting the chapters of  the re-
spective state capitals and discussed wide 
range of issues to bring the younger genera-

tion together and collectively respond to the 
changing times in progressive manner.

He informed that the 25 member team 
travelled in eight cars and after crossing 
through the state capitals of  Mizoram, 
Tripura, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Assam, the team reached Sainik School 
Punglwa and stayed overnight.

The rally from Sainik School, Punglwa, 
was flagged off  by the Principal of  the 
School, Group Captain Sharad R Kesar and 
Administrative Officer Lt. Col. M Kiran 
Meitei on December 28.

On their return journey to Imphal, SSI 
Old Boys Association Nagaland Chapter 
hosted lunch for the team in the residence 
of  its vice president Kikruselie Pienyü in 
Kitsubozou, Kohima.   

we can change the society for 
a better future, it is ‘We’, who 
can make it achievable,” Ringa 
stated.

Session speaker, Keyho, em-
phasised on the need to bridge 
the gap of  spiritual education. 
“In the course of  pursing secular 
education, we tend to create the 
gap in our relationship with God. 
We are living as a hypocrite, 
consciously or unconsciously 
in the face of  the public life,” 
Keyho said.

He said corruption, dishon-

esty and all other forms of  injus-
tices do not start at sudden but 
is rooted from childhood when 
the foundational education is 
being inculcated to the children. 
According to him God is the 
essence of  all sciences, religions 
and all other aspects of  life.

In his presidential address, 
Mhakhoyi Nyekha challenged 
the students to dare dreaming 
of  what might seem impossible. 
He encouraged them to dream 
big and achieve the best which 
is “Excellence.” He stated that 

excellence is an internally driven 
force manifested in attitudes, 
which relies on commitment and 
hard work. 

He further called upon the 
students to work together, re-
fine and define the meaning of  
‘Excellence’ and achieve the 
dreams which many would dare 
to dream of.

The release of  the yearly bul-
letin “The Insight” and folk tune 
presented by the Women Welfare 
Society Chozuba Town were 
other highlights of  the day.

Kath Chaired by Niwale Apon, the inau-
gural session commenced with prayer by 
pastor of  Kandinu Baptist Church Sansiya 
Apon. Welcome address was delivered by 
president KSU Senpenlo Kath, while spe-
cial song was presented by Nentile Kath 
and Richard Kath. KSU Games & Sports 
Secretary Nonsenlo Kath administered 
the oath to the participants, the while 
vote of  thanks was delivered by women 
coordinator Siden Kath.

venor of  the celebration 
committee, invoked the 
God’s blessings.

Kumar Naben, pres-
ident of  Dimasa Public 
Organization Nagaland 
(DPON) appreciated the 
villagers for the pioneer-
ing work in celebrating 
the centenary which the 
other Dimasa villages had 
not done though they have 
completed more than hun-
dred years of  village estab-
lishment. 

L Khevishe Achumi, 
vice president of  Western 
Sumi Hoho (WSH), re-
minded the age old harmo-
nious relation between the 
Sumi and the Kachari com-
munities. Also addressing 
the gathering SK Khemp-
rai, Advisor of  the Kachari 
Tribal Council Nagaland 
(KTCN), expressed dis-
satisfaction over the slow 
growth of  development 
particularly in the field of  
education, health, agri-
culture and water supply 
due to non availability or 
insufficient provision of  
governmental facilities in 
Dhansiripar sub-division.

The benediction prayer 
was offered by Satyalal 
Thaosen, village GB, while 
the vote of  thanks was de-
livered by advisor of  the 
celebration committee 
Ramesh Hasnu.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): Governor 
PB Acharya has mourned the demise of  
PF Zeliang, Additional Director General 
of  Police (ADGP-Law and Order) who 
passed away on December 27at Dimapur. 
In a condolence message, Acharya stated 
that PF Zeliang had served the government 
and the people of the State with dedication 
adding his immense contribution as a fair 
and efficient police officer would ever be 
cherished by the people of the State. 

‘Late PF Zeliang’s contributions, sac-
rifices and service to the people the State 
will be remembered by all. His demise is a 
great loss to the State Police Department 
in particular and the people of  Nagaland 
in general,’ stated that governor. He has 
further conveyed condolence to all family 
members and prayed to the Almighty to 
grant strength and solace to overcome the 
grief.

Chief  minister TR Zeliang, while 
mourning the demise of  PF Zeliang, de-
scribed him as a good friend and a close 
family friend. Recalling his long years of  
association with him, Zeliang said he had 
found virtues in him that is so rare to see in 
people these days. Also describing him as 
an honest and upright officer, Zeliang said 
he was a man who strictly followed the rule 
of law without any prejudice, fear or favour. 
He also termed him as a simple, down to 
earth and a very efficient officer and a man 

of principle and integrity. 
He has further conveyed condolence 

to the bereaved family and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

In a related statement, Lok Sabha MP 
Neiphiu Rio has eulogised PF Zeliang as an 
efficient and capable officer who rendered 
the best years of  his life towards the serv-
ice of the State and the people during the 
course of  his career in various capacities. 
Rio described late Zeliang as a kind-hearted 
gentleman and fondly recalled the pleas-
ant interactions they had over the years. 
He mourned that the people of Nagaland 
have lost a dedicated officer whose selfless 
services would be remembered for all times 
to come.

Rio has further conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family members and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest in peace.

MLA Y Patton, while mourning the 
demise of PF Zeliang, stated that he found 
the latter as a reliable, hard working and 
honest officer who works with integrity 
without any biasness. 

He lamented that the untimely demise 
of PF Zeliang has left the department bereft 
of  a sincere and dedicated senior officer 
which has caused a huge vacuum which will 
be difficult to fill. He has further conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved family members 
and prayed that the Almighty God to grant 
them comfort to bear with the loss.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): Dis-
trict Education Officer (DEO), 
Kohima, has notified all the con-
cerned heads of  both government 
and private educational institu-
tions under the district to forward 
cases of  eligible and deserving 
teachers for National Teachers’ 
Award 2017.

DEO Kohima Kevingulie 
Kuotsu stated that the candidates 
should be a recipient of  State 
Award for teachers; Headmaster/ 
Principal with 20 years of  regu-
lar teaching experience; and for 
teachers promoting Integrated In-
clusive Education, the eligibility 
will stand 10 years of  classroom 
teaching experience and 15 years 
of  service for headmasters.

Category of teachers:
i. Primary Teacher: Teaching up 

to Class VIII

ii.  Secondary Teacher: Teaching 
up to Classes IX to XII

It further stated that educa-
tional administrators such as SIS 
and the staff  of  training colleges 
are not eligible for the Award.

on the concept towards for-
mation of  students’ organi-
sation in order to render 
assistant and protect the 
rights of  the students. He 
advised the students not to 
only look for government 
jobs only but explore their 
talents and be skilful saying 
the modern era required 
capable and experience 
young people.

Er. KL Moyo, informa-
tion and publicity secre-
tary of  Ralan Area Lotha 
Hoho, spoke on the theme 
“Quest for excellence.” He 
called upon the younger 
generation to be focused 
and humble in their en-
deavour.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Troops of Assam Rifles ap-
prehended three persons al-
legedly cadres of NDFB (S) 
during mobile vehicle search 
operation from Longkhim 
village on December 28.

The three individuals 
were apprehended during 
the search of  a bus. They 
were identified as Dwmwla 
Narzary, son of Hojen Nar-
zary, and Pungo Narzary, 
son of Soben Narzary both 
aged 23 years old and resi-
dent of  Tukrajhar, Chirag 
district in Assam. The other 
person has been identified 
as Buddisor Diamary (19), 
son of Monin Diamary and 
resident of Sonitpur district, 
Assam. 

AR press release stated 
that the accused were in the 

process of  infiltrating for 
undergoing training.

In a related incident, 
Tuensang battalion of  As-
sam Rifles arrested three 
persons allegedly cadres of  
NDFB (S) from Tuensang 
market on December 28. 

They were identified 
as Josheph Narzary (22), 
son of  Juel Narzary and 
resident of Malbita Kanda, 
district Chirang, Assam; 
Ripen Narzary (21), son 
of  Arendra Narzary and 
resident of  Balajhar, dis-
trict Chirang, Assam; and 
Somnath Basumatary (25), 
son of  Simon Basumatary 
and resident of  Kumguri, 
district Kokrajhar, Assam. 
They were in the process of  
infiltrating for undergoing 
training.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Thenyizumi Students’ Un-
ion (TSU) has announced 
to hold its 64th general ses-
sion on December 30 in the 
premises of  Government 
Middle School, Thenyizu, 
on the theme “Striving to 
live.”

Phi lanthropist  and 

Class-I contractor Vilelie 
Khamo would be the chief  
guest, while an entrepre-
neur Chekropayi Dawhuo 
would be the speaker.

Releasing of  the TSU 
annual magazine ‘The 
Rudder’ Vol. 4, felicitation 
to achievers in different 
fields and academics, and 

late Punuhu Dawhu me-
morial award donated by 
the former minister Thenu-
cho Tunyi would be other 
highlights of  the session.

The organising com-
mittee has invited all well 
wishers and Thenyizumi 
citizens to the 64th general 
session.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): NSCN (IM) 
has accused the Assam Riffles of  ‘fully’ 
exploiting the ceasefire period by indulg-
ing in raid, frisking, ransacking and other 
highly provocative actions taking undue 
advantage of  NSCN being tolerant to 
respect the hard earned peace moment 
awaiting final settlement.

NSCN through its MIP claimed that 
the 32 Assam Rifles under the commanded 
of  Col VS Pal had raided the official 
residence of  its kilonser RT Tsanglao on 
December 26. It stated that troops of  32 
Assam Riffles came prepared to ransack, 
ravage and to snatch away anything within 
their reach. 

“These Assam Riffles personnel was 
so unethical like professional thief  even as 
to break in to the homestead of  an iden-
tity well established and recognized senior 
functionary of  GPRN using a ladder to 
break into and conduct savageous raid 
that lasted for more than two hours that 
evening,” MIP claimed. 

It stated that the incessant and pro-
voked actions of  Assam Riffles today are 
seriously observed as proactive elements 
to upset the most prolonged political talks 
between Government of  India and Naga 
people. It further advised the Assam Rif-
fles to learn respecting the peoples’ senti-
ment and ceasefire grounds rule to avoid 
misconduct in between Naga peoples and 
GoI in near future.

Meanwhile, Assam Rifles stated that it 
had arrested RT Tsanglao (68) from Khu-
siabill village, Dimapur, on December 26. 

The troops also recovered one point 22 
mm rifle with telescopic sight and one 9 
mm pistol along with one magazine each, 
two empty magazines of  point 22 mm 
pistol, 28 live rounds of  different calibers 
like pt 22 mm, 9mm, 5.56 mm and point 
32 mm and 13 fired cartridges of  point 22 
mm and 9 mm.

It further stated that the arrested person 
along with the recovered arms were hand-
ed over to Police Station Dimapur East.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Reiterating that the strength 
of  India lies in the develop-
ment of  the village, state 
governor PB Acharya stat-
ed that villages in Nagaland 
would be developed only 
when every MP, ministers, 
and MLAs adopt atleast 
one village every year dur-
ing their respective term.

Acharya stated this in 
his address at the grand 
centenary celebration of  
Amaluma village (1917-
2017) on December 23 held 
at the village playground. 
Stating that India being a 
union of  states, he said eve-
ry state should be corrup-
tion free since they are the 
pillars of  the country and 
added that all villages in the 
state should progress.

In order to maintain 
health of  the children and 
to learn more about disci-
pline and cleanliness, Ach-
arya stressed that Bal Shik-
sha Kendra should also be 
established in the villages 
because children are the 
future leaders of  the coun-
try. He stated that a healthy 
growth and education of  
children is of  utmost im-
portance for the nation. He 
also encouraged the youth 
to prefer skill development 
trainings over conventional 
degrees of  education. 

Acharya further re-

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): The 
28th general session of  the Cho-
zuba Town Chakhesang Students’ 
Union (CTCSU) was held on De-
cember 22 at Vamuzo Memorial 
Town Hall with Vekhozo Ringa, 
State Coordinator of  SSA Na-
galand, as the special guest and 
Dr. Khangaka Keyho, Research 
Scholar of  JNU (Delhi), as the 
session speaker on the theme 
“Explore the possibilities.”

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ringa has stressed on hard work 
to achieve. Stating that there is no 
short-cut to success, he said it is 
by ‘trying’ that they could know 
their potentials and capabilities.

Stating that ‘ego’ is account-
able for breaking up the societies, 
churches and communities, he 
questioned the students to make 
an assessment as to whether they 
are liabilities or assets to the soci-
ety. He remarked that it is not the 
illiterate and uneducated people, 
which is responsible for division 
in the society.

Challenging the students 
community by citing an old ad-
age “Students are the leaders 
of  tomorrow,” he said students 
should become leaders now and 
not only for the future. “If  at all 

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
A two-day 51st general 
conference of  the Ralan 
Area Students’  Union 
(RASU) got underway on 
December 28 at Yampha 
village with

Dr. C Wothungo Tun-
goe, Medical Superintend-
ent of  District Hospital, Di-
mapur, as the chief  guest.

Exhorting the students, 
the chief  guest expounded 
that education is not only 
about reading and writing 
but growth and progress 
in individual and to shoul-
der responsibility for the 
society. He called upon 
the students to streamline 
education like a fruit tree 
planted to feeds and help 
other in need.

He also called upon the 
students to come forward 
to lead, guide and live an 
exemplary life in order 
to elevate the society. He 
also advised them to have 
strong relationships with 
God.

LSU general secretary 
Ashanthung Humtsoe, in 
his greetings, highlighted 

Kohima, Dec. 28 (EMN): A four-day 
long 52nd Kandinu Student’s Union 
(KSU) Sports Meet on the theme “Amel-
ioration” got underway on December 
27 at KSU playground in Tseminyu 
sub-division, Kohima, with Director of  
Geology and Mining, Wanthang Wanth 
Rengma as the chief  guest of  the inaugu-
ral function.  

In his address, Wanth stated that 
Kandi students are the hope and glory 
of  a brighter future for the Kandi people. 
Calling upon them to think globally and 
act locally, he said nothing can substitute 
hard work and whoever has a habit of  
hard work can succeed in one way or 
other.

“Today, we need good leaders in the 
society, church and politics for progress 
and prosperity,” he said while appealing 
Kandi students to have a competitive 
mind. He also called upon them to adopt 
the forefathers’ life of  simplicity, honesty 
and hard working.

Wanth further challenged them to be 
respectable citizens and live a disciplined 
life and also strive to become vision-
ary leader who can guide and lead the 
people.

Short speech was also delivered by 
president of  Rengma Selo Zi Kenneth 
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NPF’s hobnobbing with 
Hindu fundamentalists is 
the problem, says NPCC

Highway Sumi students celebrate 25th anniversary 

People’s outrage a sign of failed governance, says NLA speaker 

What Nagaland can learn from Japan if imitation is the option

K Basa students conduct 
61st general session

Youth club in Kumlong ward celebrates silver jubilee 

Students bring back glimpses of Japan’s rich social traditions 

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
It is not personal grudge 
against Nagaland gov-
ernment’s leaders in any 
capacity but their ‘facili-
tating’ fundamentalist ele-
ments such as the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) and 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS), the Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) says.    

The president of  the 
NPCC K Therie issued a 
press release on Thursday 
disparaging the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) over a 
number of  issues includ-
ing leadership crises, con-
nection with the Hindutva 
elements, and former chief  
minister of  Nagaland 
Neiphiu Rio’s ‘return to 
state politics.’   

The press release stated 
against having ‘personal 
grudge’ with the NPF’s 
former and present chief  
ministers nor with the 
council of  members or 
MLAs. “I only do not ap-
prove the way they facili-
tate Hindutva and practice 
corruption and coward-
liness in handling Naga 
political affairs. Nagaland 
people have travelled a 
long way. People have 
faced bullets without fear. 
I saw for myself, my vil-
lage and neighbouring vil-
lages being burnt down to 
ashes; our rice stores burnt, 
men folk persecuted and 
tortured to death and our 
women shamed. I was a 
young boy when the Indian 
forces came to burn my vil-
lage. I went into hiding in 
the jungles for years and 
lived on leaves and roots 
but we neither complained 
nor begged.” 

The people’s ancestors 
and founding fathers took 
decisions and took the re-
sponsibility to implement 
the decisions, the NPCC 
stated. “The process of  
democracy was always 

respected. This is why 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
has respected the demand 
of  NPC that gave birth to 
state. Politics of  govern-
ance is based on ideologies, 
philosophies and principles 
for the welfare of  people.”

However, in Nagaland, 
the NPCC explained, “We 
have come across many as-
piring politicians who do 
not understand them.”

Their dream of politics 
of  governance is power, 
position and money, the 
NPCC explained. “The 
biggest threat to clean elec-
tion and clean Govern-
ment is corrupt money. 
Intending candidates who 
do not believe in clean elec-
tion and who do not fear 
God, are defecting from 
one door to another door 
expecting corrupt money 
for election funding.”

The Congress stated 
that they ‘know all’ about 
the anti-Christian activities 
of  BJP and RSS—Church-
es razed to the ground, for-
eign contributions for mis-
sionary hospitals, schools, 
colleges, charity works and 
scholarships to theological 
students stopped. 

“They surely have seen 
that Christmas celebration 
was disturbed. Yet they 
want to have alliance with 
BJP and facilitate them for 
they worship corrupt mon-
ey, power and position,” 
Therie stated. 

Referring to what it 
stated was the issue of  the 
NPF’s internal fight over 
the chief  minister’s post, 
the NPCC stated that the 
conflict ‘has destroyed the 
hope and expectations of  
the people and more so de-
stroyed the future of  NPF 
society.’

“They may forgive 
each other for power, po-
sition and money but they 
cannot forget their acts of  
betrayal against each other. 

Trust deficit will continue 
to live in the minds of  
every member,” the press 
release stated.

On Member of  Par-
liament Neiphiu Rio, the 
NPCC chief  stated: “Shri. 
Neiphiu Rio was given 
mandate to rule Nagaland 
State. It was of  his own 
volition that he resigned. 
It is unfair for him to come 
back and hunt for the CM’s 
post. There are no differ-
ences in matters of  politics 
or economics, in the fight. 
The world sees them as a 
total failure to control the 
personal instinct of  ‘I want 
more.’” 

“The funnier part is, 
the confused MLAs - run-
ning up and down and 
crossing each other in the 
middle of  the road and 
also, some landing in the 
wrong house. Respected 
members, you are leaders 
not runners.” 

The Congress ex-
plained that ‘to grab’, ‘to 
loot’ and ‘to rob’ were 
the ‘closest words in 
their minds but these do 
not come out from their 
mouths.’

However, the press re-
lease stated, ‘below their 
neck is filled with the urge 
to grab, loot and rob.’

Asserting that the 
NPF’s rule had ruined Na-
galand state and ‘shamed 
the credentials of  Naga 
standing,’ the Congress 
stated that the NPF ‘must 
be rejected by the voters to 
recover the lost glory.’ 

“Nagaland should send 
a strong message to the 
nation and the world that 
we do not approve of  anti-
Christian activities. No one 
is upright. God is still will-
ing to save Nagaland, if  
there is but one person who 
deals honestly and seeks 
the truth, I believe God will 
surely answer the prayers,” 
Therie added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 28: A local 
organisation in Dimapur, 
the Highway Area Sumi 
students’ Union (HASSU), 
started its silver jubilee 
celebrations on Dec. 28 at 
Chekiye Baptist Church 
at Chekiye village in Di-
mapur.

The HASSU comprises 
18 units (villages, localities) 
along the highway till Chu-
mukedima. This silver year 
is under the theme “In-
Maius” (toward greater 
heights) where Alemtem-
shi Jamir, former chief  
secretary of  Nagaland and 
the current president of  the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
was the chief  guest for the 
opening ceremony.

 “We think that high-
way is a road where only 
cars and trucks move but 
when you think deeper, it 
has a much deeper mean-
ing, it changes lives and 
changes surroundings.” 
Jamir said. The former 
Chief  Secretary also said 
that a lot can be Compared 
with time and see how 
much has changed and see 
the difference of  the high-
way areas from just a few 
years ago to now. “This has 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 28 
(EMN): The Speaker of  
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) Dr Im-
tiwapang Aier on Thur. 
said that the Naga society 
had been experiencing a 
“revolution of  rising expec-
tation’ where ‘hope is high 
but are often not realized, 
which result in cynicism.’

The NLA speaker was 
addressing the second-
day of  the centenary cel-
ebrations of  Chami Baptist 
Arogo Women Ministry at 
Chami village, the smallest 
village in Asetkong range 
of  Mokokchung district.

Dr Aier observed that 
Naga society had been af-
fected by corruption and 
conflict and by having 
lived through a period of  
‘excessive pessimism and 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 28 
(EMN): A club in Mokok-
chung town named the 
‘Crayon Club’ celebrated 
their 25th anniversary at 
Kumlong ward in the town 
on Dec. 22. The event saw 
in attendance ward coun-
cil members, Kumlong 
Baptist Church leaders, 
and well-wishers, among 
others, it was informed. 

The Crayon Club, is 
said to be one of  the old-
est clubs in the ward, and 

one among seven clubs in 
the colony, a press release 
from the organisation on 
Thur. informed. 

The main speaker at 
the silver jubilee celebra-
tions was assistant profes-
sor of  Fazl Ali College, 
Tiatemsu Mollier. He ad-
dressed the event. Speak-
ing at the programme, he 
congratulated the club on 
achieving its attaining 25 
years. 

Speaking on the 
theme of  the celebration–

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Urban cities without dust-
bins because citizens take 
home the waste materials 
for disposal; quiet polite 
streets and noiseless min-
gling in public; high pub-
lic safety infrastructure; 
sharp-on-time transport; 
clean streets and clean 
environments. The Naga 
people may have much 
more to imitate from the 
Japanese other than just 
hairstyles and clothes.     

The Iris Program is 
stated to be a youth invita-
tion program initiated by 
the government of  Japan. 
It invites promising young 
talents from the Northeast 
region of  India to visit Ja-
pan. Through the program 
23 youths from Nagaland 
and Manipur visited Japan 
during Oct. 28- Nov. 4, up-
dates from the organisers 
informed on Thursday. 

Seven youths were se-
lected from Nagaland, it 
was informed. They are 
said to have visited Tokyo, 
Saitama, Chiba and Hiro-
shima and participating in 
various activities such as 
environmental and disas-
ter prevention programs. 
They visited the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Park and 
Shibuya / Harajuku ar-
eas etc., too before meeting 
with a parliamentary sec-
retary for Foreign Affairs 
and ‘learning a local gov-
ernment’s effort to boost 
eco-tourism and others.’ 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
A local organisation, the 
Khulazu Basa Students’ 
Union (KBSU) conducted 
its 61st general session at 
Cekiizho, Khulazu Basa 
village, in Phek district on 
Dec. 28. The programme 
was conducted with the 
theme ‘education and 
skill; two dimensional ap-
proach in employment.’ 

The guest speak-
ers for the session were 
Vekhosa Kezo, scientist 
at Central Ground Water 
Board, Ministry of  Water 
Resources; and Vekhoyi 
Tetseo, assistant registrar 
at SASRD, Nagaland 
University. The resource 
persons for the event were 
Seto Rhakho and Nukho-
sa Chuzho.

In his address Vekhosa 
Kezo said that the ‘spirit 
of  self  reliance, dignity of  
labour and entrepreneurs 
is the need of  the need 
of  the hour.’ As an edu-
cated individual, he said, 
every student must take 
the responsibility for their 
failure or success. He said 
that every student was a 
leader irrespective of  their 
background.

Kezhothito Keyho, 
president of  the KBSU, 

gave the presidential ad-
dress. He said that the 
prime reason for the ex-
istence of  the union was 
to ‘protect the rights’ and 
work for the welfare of  
the students. He urged the 
students to contribute to 
the society which the stu-
dents identify themselves 
with.

A short speech was 
delivered by S Pusayi 
Rhakho, stated to be the 
first matriculate from 
Khulazu Basa village. In 
his speech, Rhakho re-
minded the gathering to 
equip themselves with 
‘wisdom’ and knowledge 
as it was the only way to 
succeed in life.

Also, Vezhohu Rha-
kho, the headmaster in 
charge of  the government 
high school of  Khulazu 
Basa, challenged students 
to rebuild the society 
with vision. He said that 
the ‘book is the students’ 
guardian and leader; it 
will lead them to the right 
path of  knowledge.’

The best student of  the 
year award was awarded 
to Vengota Keyho, class-7 
and Phisalii, class-6. An-
other highlight was a 
poem recited by Pusazolii 
Chiizho.

lead to declaring of  these 
areas as liner cities, cities 
which are formed along the 
roads.” He informed.

Jamir also mentioned 
of  when he proposed a 
project to the government 
called the Nagaland Spe-
cial Development Zone 
(NSDZ) where an 8 lane 
road from tizit down to 
tuli upto Dimapur then to 
Halflong was to be con-
structed but later civil soci-
eties turned the idea down. 
Jamir said that the main 

purpose was to build and 
construct industries along 
the highway making those 
cities the core of  develop-
ment for Nagaland. He 
further added that the in-
tention for this special zone 
project was to also gener-
ate employment for the 
youth. Whereas the rest of  
the places up in the moun-
tains will be ecologically 
free and untouched. “Peo-
ple will still live with their 
culture intact undisturbed 
with old traditions you but 

in the valley a fully fledged 
21st century modern life 
going on.” He said. “Lin-
ear cities are growing and 
best example is Dimapur to 
Chumukedima” he added.

“When people move, 
they move with thoughts 
and ideas, movement of  
wealth and technology will 
be constant” he said in the 
same regard of how high-
ways are changing the lives 
of many. Citing the many 
opportunities that come 
with living in linear cities 

such as hotels, restaurants, 
schools, college, industries 
and even evangelism where 
“Christianity can be spread 
along the highways” he said.

Jamir, during his speech 
spoke of  how important the 
connectivity highways cre-
ate and urged the youth to 
“speculate and understand 
what highway means.” 
Reminding that change is 
happening fast such as to 
expect motor vehicles to 
run on electricity and not 
fossil fuels. “We may have 
cars running on electricity 
going up and down your 
highways.” “Think what 
you can do as a union to 
change yourself, others, 
Nagaland and progress 
and proceed towards the 
future” he added.

He further urged HAS-
SU to learn to adapt with 
the changing times and 
asserted that all will be ac-
complished through peace. 
“With all tribes coming 
together and solving prob-
lems together and learn to 
live as one” he said and 
lastly adding that Co-ex-
isting together as a society 
of  inter dependence not 
independent will make the 
highway existence more 
beneficial.

negativism.’
 “People are becoming 

increasingly wary of  cor-
rupt leaders and demand-
ing more accountability. 
It is a significant cause of  
failure of  governance,” the 
speaker remarked.

‘Our society needs 
women’ 

In this connection, Dr 
Aier opined that to check 
and cleanse the state from 
corruption from the grass 
root, the force of  women 
was important to bringing 
changes, from the old sys-
tem to a new one.  

“Without women’s 
participation, be in politic, 
development or decision 
making; the world cannot 
move ahead,” he asserted. 
He added that apart from 
church activities, women 
should actively participate 

in politics ‘if  they want 
changes in the society...’ If  
not, he said, the question 
of  clean elections will be a 
futile exercise if  not worse.

Aier also called upon 
the Civil Society with a 
word of  advice: ‘If  they 
want to root out corrup-
tion from the grass root 
then they too must carry 
out with deep sincerity.’ 
He cautioned though that 
it should not be used as a 
platform to earn a place or 
ground.

The speaker asserted 
that the bottlenecks in the 
way of  women empower-
ment should be removed. 
“Gender empowerment” 
will be a powerful tool for 
eradicating corruption and 
to strengthen the govern-
ment machinery in the 
state, he explained.

The members also 
toured various places of  
interest such as the Tokyo 
Sewerage Museum, Tokyo 
Hydrogen Museum, Hiro-
shima Disaster Prevention 
Centre, National Museum 
of Emerging Science and 
Innovation, etc. They also 
visited Midori-no-Mura at 
Chichibu, Saitama for tree 
plantation as part of  India-
Japan 2017 year of  friend-
ship. They had another real 
like experience on the res-
cue mission, survival, miti-
gation, etc. in the event of  
natural disaster like earth-
quake at Tokyo Rinkai Dis-
aster Prevention Park.

Japan being a most 

earthquake active belt in 
the world, the lesson im-
parted was really enlight-
ening and pertinent as we 
ourselves belongs to one 
of  the most active earth-
quake belt in the world 
under seismic Zone V, 
the updates stated. Tokyo 
in particular with all its 
tall skyscrapers built with 
high earthquake resistance 
structures is quite a sight 
and lesson to behold.

The members also visit-
ed historical sites like Meiji 
Shrine at Shibuya, Tokyo, 
Itsukushima Shrine, Hi-
roshima Castle and Nari-
tasan Shinshoji Temple to 
get insight into the cultural 

heritage of  Japan. 
Japan could be one 

of  the world most honest 
and friendly society espe-
cially to strangers. One 
couldn’t feel more homes 
even though walking in 
the street of  world biggest 
city like Tokyo even late 
night. It’s a very time con-
scious society and it’s re-
ally amazing to learn that 
Bullet train has an average 
delay of  only six seconds. 
Eco-tourism is something 
a cue or two can be taken 
where its application can 
come handy at our own 
locality. 

The civic sense and the 
level of  consciousness like 

traffic discipline, cleanli-
ness, etc. is quite amazing, 
the updates stated. 

“One can’t hear even 
single blow horn even in 
such bustling street be-
cause of  high traffic dis-
cipline or see pedestrians 
walk passed the red line 
to cross roads even when 
there are no vehicles. To-
kyo with such a huge pop-
ulation must be one of  the 
cleanest cities in the world 
with its entire pollution 
free clean environment.”

Further, the updates 
expressed amazement to 
see that not a single dust-
bin exist in the whole city 
because people normally 

takes their own waste to 
their office or home and 
don’t litter the street. 

“It’s presumable that a 
country is advance not just 
because of  economy or 
things like that but because 
mentally and socially they 
are advanced as well. Ja-
pan where a blend of  mo-
dernity and tradition exist 
is unique in every sense.” 

The team has expressed 
profound gratitude to the 
government of  Japan and 
the Embassy of  Japan in 
India and all people re-
sponsible for the success of  
the program. 

“At a time when we 
thought the rest of  the 
world have forgotten our 
region, and central Gov-
ernment neglected us, Ja-
pan seems to be coming as 
Good Samaritan. Though 
Nagaland has rich natu-
ral resources, it remains 
untapped and unused and 
neglected,” the organisers 
stated. 

“Perhaps, the Japanese 
connection could help real-
ise many things especially 
in the field of  human re-
source and infrastructure 
developments. Japan hav-
ing expressed its interest in 
north east region of  India, 
its pertinent and prudent 
Nagaland focus East gov-
ernmentally, non-govern-
mentally and academically 
in fostering relationship for 
greater interest of  Naga-
land in the long run.” 

‘Reviviscence’–Tiatemsu 
Mollier encouraged the 
club’s members to con-
tinue rendering their yeo-
men service to the good 
of  the society. He en-
couraged the members to 
‘adopt productive living in 
this competitive modern 
world’ and to preserve the 
culture and traditions of  
the forefathers ‘since it is 
disappearing in the mod-
ern society, especially in 
the towns.’  

Meanwhile, a special 

prayer was pronounced 
by the pastor of  Kumlong 
Baptist Church Rev I Lima 
Jamir who also released 
the event’s souvenir publi-
cation. 

The club was stated 
to have been established 
by nineteen likeminded 
youths of  Kumlong ward 
way back in 1992. It is stat-
ed to be a non-profit group 
and ‘apolitical with the 
sole objective of  rendering 
social service at various 
platforms.’
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Shillong, Dec. 28 (PTI): Scandals, 
including that of  sexual misconduct, 
rocked Meghalaya in 2017 which saw 
a legislator sent to jail on charges of  
raping a minor and involvement in 
a sex racket and a governor resign 
for allegedly entertaining women at 
his office and compromising the Raj 
Bhavan’s dignity.

The beginning of  the year saw 
Raj Bhavan staff  openly revolting 
against  the  then Gover nor  V 
Shanmuganathan charging him with 
compromising the dignity of  the 
gubernatorial office.

Nearly 100 staff  members at the 
Raj Bhavan alleged the governor 
gave “many women direct access to 
his bedroom”. He was later asked to 
resign.

The year also saw the swearing 

in  o f  two  o the r  gover nor s  - 
Bawanrilal Purohit who replaced 
Shanmuganathan and later Ganga 
Prasad who took over as the 17th 
Governor and the fifth in the last five 
years - a record of  sorts. 

Independent legislator Julius K 
Dorphang was jailed for allegedly 
raping a minor and being involved in 
a sex racket.

Dorphang and 18 others were 
arrested by police and jailed in the first 
quarter of  the year. Charged under 
POCSO, they are still behind bars.

The year also saw a rebellion in 
the ruling Congress from its senior 
members including former deputy 
chief  minister Rowell Lyngdoh 
and his cabinet colleagues Prestone 
Tynsong and Sniawbhalang Dhar.

They openly revolted against 

Chief  Minister Mukul Sangma and 
declared their intention not to seek 
re-elections on Congress tickets. They 
are set to join the National People’s 
Party.

The high cour t  judgement 
holding invalid the appointment of  
parliamentary secretaries through a 
government’s 2005 legislation was 
another blow for the government.

The Meghalaya Parliamentary 
Secretaries (Appointment, Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 2005 was held invalid 
in November for want of  legislative 
competence of  the State Legislature 
and was therefore, struck down 
leaving the decision to disqualify them 
at the hands of  the Governor.

Activist M Sumer, on whose PIL 
the court acted, also demanded their 

disqualification as an MLA although 
they had resigned en-mass on the day 
the court announced its judgement.

In the same month, the high 
court delivered another blow to 
the Congress when it annulled the 
recruitment of  teachers in 2009 in 
five of  15 centres Shillong, Jowai, 
Amlarem, Tura and Dadenggre where 
the CBI had conducted an inquiry and 
unearthed anomalies in the selection 
process and ordered the agency to 
register an FIR filed in this regard.

Although the CBI had established 
that 268 out of  365 candidates were 
appointed illegally by the education 
department officials meddling with 
the original marks and score sheets, 
the state government went on to 
defend its stand and Chief  Minister 
Sangma directed the education 

department to file an appeal petition 
before the Supreme Court against the 
judgement.

In another instance, the high court 
had to step in to prevent the state 
government from rampant cutting 
of  trees in the state after a big tree 
fell on top of  cars killing three of  the 
occupants of  a taxi. The government, 
otherwise, intended to cut over 550 
trees in the city.

The year also saw the BJP trying 
to hog the limelight in the state 
under Shibun Lyngdoh although its 
leadership had a tough time explaining 
the Centre’s ban on slaughter of  cows 
and dealing with the issue of  alleged 
atrocities against Christians and 
minorities across the country.

The Congress also shot off  
letters of  protests against the central 

government’s decision to observe 
Christmas as good governance day 
and Digidhan melas on Good Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited the poll-bound state earlier this 
month. He inaugurated the 271-km-
long east west corridor connecting 
western Tura in the Garo Hills and 
Nongstoin in West Khasi Hills with 
the state capital apart from sounding 
the poll bugle. The state goes to polls 
early next year. 

On the law and order front, a 
mob set on fire five police vehicles 
and torched part of  a police station in 
North Garo Hills district after three 
traders were shot dead as a result of  
a mistaken identity by the police who 
were looking for armed criminals. The 
matter is under a judicial probe headed 
by retired Justice B D Agarwal.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu,  Dec.  28  (EMN):  Among 
30 departments of  the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), two officers 
from the establishment of Deputy Director 
of  Tourism have the maximum days of  
truancy, the Karbi Youth Organisation 
(KYO) has alleged. This was stated in a press 
note issued by the group’s general secretary 
Si-em Teron.   

The deputy director of  Tourism and 
an accountant have failed remarkably in 
attending the office regularly, the release 
alleged. 

The organisation also pointed out that 

the duo never attended office taking excuses 
in the name of  NRC duty and medical 
leave. 

‘Also whenever they go to office, in the 
attendance register they marked themselves 
as present without attending office for so 
long leaving many to face problems in the 
past days whenever tourists from other places 
visits the place,’ the students alleged in the 
release. 

The organisation has questioned the 
KAAC’s authority about the absentees. ‘If  
the employees are not giving help then how 
can tourism be promoted in our region,’ the 
group wondered.

Guwahati, Dec. 28 (IANS): With only three 
days to go for the publication of the draft 
National Register of  Citizens (NRC), the 
Assam Police on Thursday said elaborate 
arrangements have been made to ensure that 
nothing goes wrong in the aftermath of the 
list’s publication. The state will also receive 
80 companies of additional forces. 

The Assam government is scheduled 
to publish one part of the draft NRC after 
midnight of December 31 this year, which 
will be made available for the people of the 
state from January 1, 2018. 

The NRC is being updated under the 
guidance and monitoring of  the Supreme 
Court and is being carried out by the 
Register General of India (RGI). However, 
there is widespread apprehension that part 
publication of the draft NRC might lead to 
law and order problem as it would not have 
the names of all the people.

The NRC office in Assam has received 
68 lakh applications accompanied by six 
crore documents for inclusion in the NRC. 
While a lot of documents have already been 
verified, a substantial number are still being 
verified.

“We have already received 30 companies 
of the Central Paramilitary forces (CPMF) 

and another 50 companies are being sent 
to the state for deployment in the run up to 
publication of the NRC.

“We are taking all precautions to ensure 
smooth publication of the NRC and trying 
our best to ensure peace,” said Additional 
Director General of Police (Special Branch) 
Pallav Bhattacharyya on Thursday.

“We have already identified some 
sensitive districts and security arrangements 
have been reviewed in those areas so as to 
ensure peace after publication of the NRC,” 
he said. The police is also monitoring social 
media to make sure no one is spreading 
hate campaigns. “We are planning to give 
a software to the police in all the districts so 
that they can monitor the social media for 
better policing.” The Assam government had 
also instructed the district and sub-divisional 
officials to carry out awareness campaigns in 
all areas including the remote areas to make 
people aware about the NRC. 

The government has also been issuing 
advertisements through the electronic and 
print media to make people aware and to 
reiterate that even if someone’s name is not 
published in the part draft NRC, there will 
be ample scope to address their grievances 
till the final NRC is published.

Itanagar, Dec. 28 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu 
has sacked Parliamentary 
Secretary of  Home and 
Education Department, Pani 
Taram, official sources said 
today.

A notification issued 

by Parliamentary Affairs 
department secretary G S 
Meena today said, “The 
chief  minister is pleased to 
withdraw his pleasure in 
respect of Pani Taram and as 
such he will cease to function 
as parliamentary secretary in 
the state”.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Unseasona l  ra in  and 
hailstorm during the harvest 
season of Manipur in 2017 
has caused heavy damage to 
451 hectares of rice fields in 
the state forcing farmers of  
these fields to seek help from 
the authorities, according to 
official sources.

The state agriculture 
d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a l s o 
intimated the matter to the 
concerned departments 
including the state’s relief  
and disaster management 
authority to take up the 
necessary steps, sources 
said.

More  than  77 ,900 
hectares of rice fields out of  
affected 78,677 agricultural 
land, were damaged in 
Manipur after the state 
witnessed floods five times 
since the cyclone ‘Mora’ 
arrived in May this year.

Interes t ingly,  even 
t h o u g h  R e g i o n a l 
Meteorological Centre in 
Guwahati claimed that 

Manipur was facing a 35% 
rain deficiency in this year’s 
monsoon while Imphal 
received the highest rainfall 
s ince 1956,  recording 
2,439.4mm in 2017 till Dec. 
28 or 68.71% above the 
state’s annual precipitation 
of  1446.3 mm, the Indian 
Council of  Agricultural 
Research’s Imphal centre 
has said. 

In 2017, the highest 
rainfall was recorded on 
March 31 (103.4mm) and 
highest monthly record in 
Dec. with 116.3mm of rains 
till Dec. 28.

Such unpredicted rain 
in Nov. and Dec. has left 
behind a trail of  destruction 
across the ready to harvest 
rice fields in the state 
particularly in Bishnupur 
and Imphal East districts.

Farmers of  Wangkhei 
Loumanbi Loukon (rice 
fields) in Imphal East 
district said they cultivated 
their fields with short 
duration seeds provided 
by Agriculture department 

after their f ields were 
flooded three times this 
year. But they suffered crop 
losses of  over 80 percent 
urging the state authority to 
support them.

This tiny north eastern 
state of  the country has 
around 2 lakh hectares 
of  agricultural land with 
maximum area under rice 

cultivation as this crop 
being the main staple 
food for its (2.8 million) 
population. However more 
than 70,000 hectares of  
rice fields remain unutilised 
after the harvest season 
every year.

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e 
development, the state 
government has recently 

constituted a high powered 
committee comprising of  
command area development 
authority, minor irrigation 
and agriculture departments 
to work together to cultivate 
winter  crops in these 
unutilised fields which have 
lack of  irrigation facilities, 
the agriculture department 
sources said.

Dimapur, Dec. 28 (EMN): A total 
of  336 numbers of  structural steel 
members called stringers of  the 
iconic Saraighat bridge have been 
replaced in a duration of just eight 
and half months.

A press release issued by 
Chief Public Relations Officer NF 
Railway/Maligaon mentions that 
stringers are steel beams positioned 
along the length of  the bridge on 
which the rails of  the track are 
directly placed wherein load from a 
passing train are first transferred to 
the stringers and from them further 
to other members. Replacement 
of inner stringers is a very difficult 
task as it requires removal of outer 
stringers, stated the release.

Workers have to position 
themselves in very limited working 
space and the work is to be done by 
stopping the movements of trains i.e. 
a “traffic block”. 

Saraighat bridge is the first rail-
cum-road bridge over the mighty 
river Brahmaputra near Guwahati, 

added the release. 
The 1.4 kms long Double – 

Decker Bridge which connects 
both North and South banks of  
Brahmaputra was opened for traffic 
in 1963. Originally the bridge was 
constructed to run two MG or 

1 BG train. Later during Gauge 
Conversion in 1982-83 the Rail 
Stringers were replaced making 
provision of  MG / BG combined 
track i.e. on which both MG and BG 
traffic could ply. Now it has one BG 
track over it. The bridge has already 

completed 54 years of  service. 
During the more than 54 years of  
service, the flanges of Rail Stringers 
get corroded. Hence they needed 
replacement or strengthening work, 
added the release. 

Since March 2017 to June 17 
2017 only 14 numbers of new and 
19 numbers of  strengthened Rail 
stringers could be replaced due to 
non-availability of  traffic block. 
However later regular scheduled 
traffic block for 1 Hr 45 minutes 
on every Tue., Thur. and Sat. was 
allotted. This resulted into an 
increase of replacement of stringers 
from two to six numbers per block. 
Accordingly the total work involving 
336 Stringers was completed by 
15.11.2017 i.e. in eight and half  
months as against the target date of  
31.12.2017.

Further the release mentioned 
that such similar work was done in 
the year 2007 for replacement of  
outer stringers, which took about 
three years to complete. 

Guwahati, Dec. 28 (PTI): Ruling 
coalition member Asom Gana 
Parishad (AGP) today said it 
will oppose any move to grant 
citizenship to Hindu Bangladeshis 
and “do all” to defeat the proposed 
citizenship bill in Parliament.

AGP president Atul Bora said 
the party’s stand is clear that all 

illegal foreigners, irrespective of  
their religion, coming to Assam 
after March 24, 1971 will have 
to be deported.“That is why 
we will do all we can so that 
Parliament cannot pass the bill, 
which aims to safeguard the 
Hindu Bangladeshis. We want to 
clarify that we are not against the 

Bengali people and the Bangla 
language. We are against illegal 
Bangladeshis,” he said.

By giving citizenship to Hindu 
Bangladeshis, the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 not 
only violates the Assam Accord, 
but also brings in a threat to the 
peaceful secular fabric of  the 

state, Bora, who is also the state 
agriculture minister, told a press 
conference.

“ We  h av e  g i v e n  o u r 
comment in writing to the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee and 
the home ministry, which will 
implement the Act. Recently nine 
regional parties had met Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh and 
apprised him of their opposition 
to the bill,” he said.

The senior AGP leader said 
the party will keep an eye on the 
preparation of a “true” National 
Register of Citizens, the first draft 
of which will be published on the 
midnight of December 31. 

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (PTI): Union 
minister Nitin Gadkari will flag off  
first movement of  cement cargo 
through National Waterway (NW) 
2 on the Brahmaputra in Assam 
tomorrow, in an effort to push 
transportation of  goods through 
water.

T h e  i d e a  i s  t o  d eve l o p 
Brahmaputra River (NW2) for 
commercial navigation and the 
efforts are part of  renewed focus 
over the last three years to promote 
inland water transport in the North 
East Region (NER).

“Marking a new milestone 
towards Government of  India’s 
constant endeavours to promote 
economically more viable and 
environment friendly modes of  
transport in the country, two barges 
of  200-metric tonne capacity each 
will carry 400 tonnes of  cement 
from the Inland Waterways 
Authority of India’s Pandu Port to 
Dhubri covering a distance of 255 
kilometres. With this, the IWAI will 
be initiating regular cargo movement 
through inland waterways under 
the Sagarmala programme,” the 

Ministry of  Shipping said in a 
statement. Gadkari, the minister 
for Shipping, Road Transport & 
Highways, and Water Resources, 
River Development & Ganga 
Rejuvenation, will flag off  the first 
movement of cement cargo through 
NW 2 on river Brahmaputra in 
Assam tomorrow under the shipping 
ministry’s flagship programme 
Sagarmala.

He will also lay the foundation 
stone for bank protection work of  
the Majuli island in presence of  
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal.

“Transportation of  cargo 
through NW 2 from Pandu to 
Dhubri will help save 1,50,000 
tonnes of  road transportation per 
trip and 300 km of road travel while 
reducing the logistics costs. Notably, 
where one horse power can move 
150 kg on road and 500 kg on rail, it 
can move 4,000 kg on waterways,” 
the statement said.

Further, while one litre of  fuel 
can move 24 tonnes per km on road 
and 85 tonnes on rail, the same 
amount of fuel can move 105 tonnes 

per km on waterways, it said, adding 
that infrastructural development 
for Inland Water Transport (IWT) 
requires minimal land compared to 
road and rail.

The IWAI (Indian Waterways 
Authority of  India) will charge 
only Rs 318 per tonne as waterway 
transportation charges from Pandu to 
Dhubri/Hatsingimari to encourage 
entrepreneurs and logistic operators 
to shift to a cost effective and eco-
friendly mode of transportation that 
also reduces road congestion.

The IWAI, the statement said, 
has been working closely with major 
cement firms like Dalmia, Star 
and Amrit and appreciates interest 
shown by them in cargo movement 
through waterways.

Efforts are on to get other cargo 
owners to shift their transportation 
to waterways as this can be a key 
enabler for reduction of  logistics 
cost and open up more business and 
employment opportunities, it stated.

The Ministry of  Shipping has 
been focussing on connecting the 
north east region to Kolkata, Haldia, 
Mongla and Chittagong ports, 

besides providing efficient logistics 
in the North East, setting up roll on-
roll off services across River banks 
and facilitating movement for armed 
forces.

Roll on-roll off ships are vessels 
that are used to carry wheeled cargo.

On NW2, differential Global 
Posit ioning System (DGPS) 
stations have been provided at four 
locations such as Dhubri, Jogighopa, 
Biswanthghat and Dibrugarh for safe 
navigation of vessels with electronic 
charts.

Floating terminal facilities 
h ave  b e e n  p r ov i d e d  a t  1 2 
important identified locations, 
namely Hatsingimari, Dhubri, 
Jogighopa, Pandu, Tezpur, Silghat, 
Biswanathghat, Neamati, Sengajan, 
Bogibil, Dibrugarh/Oakland and 
Oriumghat, which will be increased 
as per location needs, it said. Of  
the 106 new National Waterways 
notified in April 2016 under the 
National Waterways Act, 2016, 19 
are in the NER. Some of these are 
NW-16 (the Barak), NW-95 (the 
Subansiri), NW-39 (the Ganol) and 
NW-93 (the Simsang).

Sleaze, scandals shamed Meghalaya in 2017

KYO questions officers of tourism 
department KA for not attending office

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 28 (EMN): Manipur 
Revenue Minister Karam Shyam on Dec. 
28 Thur. suspended four government 
officials in connection with reported 
irregularities in the utilisation of  land 
resources, records and public assets. 

The decision was taken in consultation 
with the State Revenue Commissioner 
Th Chittaranjan and other high-ranking 
officials of the department after detailed 
inquiry and thorough investigation of the 
irregularities and public offence, according 
to official sources.

The suspended officials are SDC N 
Suran Singh of Imphal West Central, Circle 
Mandol O Dhanabir Sing of SDC Office, 
Imphal West Central; Supervisor Kanungo 
Th Ibomcha Singh Singh who was recently 
transferred to SDC/SDO Office, Chandel 
and Supervisor Kanungo A Iboton 
Singh who also holds in-charge Registrar 
Kanungo, Directorate of Settlement and 
Land Records, Government of Manipur.

Speaking to reporters, Minister Karam 
Shyam who also holds Consumer Affairs 
Food and Public Distribution portfolio 
said that he received several complaints 
in relation to improper land resources 
utilisation and its mismanagement from 
the public during his nine months tenure 
as Revenue Minister. 

Suspending the above four officials 
for misutilising land assets which is public 
property for their own personal profits 
and interests, he stressed that stern action 
would be taken against those who misuse 
public assets wrongly and if found guilty.

Minister who was accompanied by 
Commissioner Th Chittaranjan, Special 
Secretary Revenue, M Joy and Deputy 
Secretary Y Rajen Singh of  Revenue 
department, accused that both SDC Suran 
and Mandol Dhanabir are responsible 
for wrong entry of one’s mother as dead 
regarding land property entitlement and 
it would be justified on the part of  the 
government to punish them for distorting 
facts and their involvement in the matter.

On the other hand Ibomcha is 
suspended on charges of  irresponsible 
behaviour in connection with irregularities 
regarding 33 Khangabok land records, 
he claimed. There are also cases of  
computerisation and manipulation that 
the revenue officials of the state are looking 
into in detail from time to time.

Iboton allegedly misused the dakchitha 
(patta) legal papers of the Sports University 
that is a state/National property without 
prior permission of the concerned higher 
authorities, he said.

However the Minister awarded a cash 
prize to Zilladar Ningthoujam Ibochouba 
of SDO Office, Bishnupur for his sincere 
service regarding revenue tax collection 
of Rs.50,000 within a short span of just 
10 days.

Expressing serious concern over the 
recent development, the minister assured 
that his Department shall abide strictly 
by the law and order and norms of  the 
State and conveyed the message that 
concerned officials should not commit 
such irregularities in future to pursue 
personal motives.

Manipur minister suspends 
four government ofcials

Additional forces in Assam 
ahead of draft NRC publication

Arunachal CM sacks Parl. Secy. Taram

Unseasonal rain causes harvest crisis in Manipur 

Repair of iconic Saraighat Bridge carried out in record time

Will work to defeat Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, says AGP

A file photo of flooded Manipur.
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India’s first bitcoin trading app launched

Gold, silver strengthen 
on firm global cues

Nifty ends flat, down 13 
pts on F&O expiry day

Sebi allows convergence of 
stock, commodity exchanges

Equity indices close in red; 
banks, auto stocks slump

Apple earns five times higher 
per unit profit than Samsung

Jio to acquire wireless 
assets of RCOM

Apple’s Tim 
Cook will �y 
private, after 
making $13 mn 
in 2017 
San Francisco, Dec. 28 
(IANS): Apple CEO Tim 
Cook, who saw his sal-
ary and perks jump 47 per 
cent to almost $13 mil-
lion in 2017, will now fly 
on private aircraft even for 
personal travel for “security 
and safety reasons”.

According to a new 
shareholder proxy state-
ment from Apple, the board 
of directors has approved 
that Cook will fly on private 
aircraft whenever he travels, 
be it for business or personal 
purpose, Business Insider 
reported on Thursday.

“This policy was im-
plemented in 2017 in the 
interests of security and ef-
ficiency based on our global 
profile and the highly vis-
ible nature of Cook’s role 
as CEO,” Apple said in the 
shareholder proxy statement 
filed late on Wednesday.

According to The Tel-
egraph, Cook took home 
$12.8 million for 2017 -- 
with $3.06 million as salary, 
$9.3 million in cash bonuses 
and the rest as additional 
compensation.

“This compares with 
the $8.7 million he was paid 
a year earlier when his sal-
ary was $3 million, bonus 
$5.4 million and additional 
compensation came in at 
$378,000,” the report add-
ed.

The personal travel cost 
for Cook was $93,109 in 
2017, which is part of his 
compensation package.

“Any time Cook uses 
an Apple private jet for per-
sonal travel, the costs are 
considered extra compensa-
tion, on which he will have 
to pay taxes,” the statement 
further said.

Apple has also hired 
“personal security services” 
for Cook.

In August, the iPhone 
maker’s CEO received com-
pany stock worth $89 mil-
lion after the company hit a 
key performance target.

The payout was a part 
of the huge welcome pack-
age that Apple gave Cook 
after he succeeded Steve 
Jobs in 2011.

According to the latest 
report from Counterpoint, 
Apple continues to com-
mand the lion’s share of  
mobile handset industry 
profits capturing almost 60 
per cent share globally.

“However, this is down 
from 86 per cent share in the 
same quarter last year when 
Samsung had to gulp up a 
loss due to the Galaxy Note 
7 debacle,” said Research 
Director Neil Shah.

Apple’s profit share de-
clined by 30 per cent (YoY) 
mainly due to an increased 
mix of previous generation 
iPhones.

“In Q4 2017, we esti-
mate that the total profits of  
Apple will improve driven 
by its iPhone X sales. Ap-
ple exited the quarter with 
some iPhone 8 inventory 
due to softer than expected 
demand compared to the 
iPhone 7 series,” Counter-
point said.

Creative 
Bluetooth 
speaker in India 
for Rs 3,499
New Delhi, Dec. 28 
(IANS): Digital entertain-
ment product manufac-
turer Creative Technology 
on Thursday launched the 
“Muvo 1c” Bluetooth 
speaker in India for Rs 
3,499.

The palm-sized device 
features a passive radiator 
and full-range speaker driv-
ers for enhanced bass, the 
company said in a state-
ment.

The Bluetooth speaker 
also comes with IP66 rating 
and offers splash and dust 
resistance.

The device can be wire-
lessly connected to a second 
speaker for a wider and bet-
ter listening experience, the 
company claimed.

The “Muvo 1c” also 
doubles up as a speaker-
phone when the user con-
nects it to a smartphone. 
There is an option to toggle 
between their music playlist 
and incoming calls.

The speaker can be also 
connected with company’s 
custom “Sound Blaster 
Connect” app for iOS and 
Android devices that lets 
the users view, browse and 
play songs.

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): Reli-
ance Jio Infocomm (RJIL), a subsid-
iary of  Reliance Industries Limited, 
on Thursday announced signing of  a 
“definitive agreement” for the acqui-
sition of  specified assets of  Reliance 
Communications (RCOM) and its 
affiliates.

Consequent to the agreement, 
Jio or its nominees will acquire as-
sets under four categories -- towers, 
optic fibre cable network, spectrum 
and media convergence nodes -- from 
RCOM and its affiliates, Jio said in a 
statement.

RCOM’s assets which were 
put up for monetisation include 
122.4 MHz of  4G Spectrum in the 
800/900/1800/2100 MHz bands, 
over 43,000 towers, around 1.78 lakh 
km of  fibre with pan-India footprint 

and 248 media convergence nodes, 
covering five million sq ft used for 
hosting telecom infrastructure.

“These assets are strategic in na-
ture and are expected to contribute 
significantly to the large scale roll-
out of  wireless and fibre-to-home 
and enterprise services by RJIL,” Jio 
said.

In a release, RCOM said: “The 
company expects the transactions to 
close in a phased manner between 
January and March 2018, subject to 
lenders’ and other applicable approv-
als. The Reliance Jio deal consid-
eration comprises primarily of  cash 
payment and includes transfer of  
deferred spectrum instalments pay-
able to the Department of  Telecom-
munication. 

“The company will utilise the 

proceeds of  the monetisation of  this 
cash deal solely for pre-payment of  
debt to its lenders.”

Reliance Group Chairman Anil 
Ambani had on Tuesday said the 
company has achieved full resolu-
tion of  Reliance Communications’ 
debt, reducing it by Rs 25,000 crore 
to Rs 6,000 crore by monetising as-
sets.

Saying that going forward Re-
liance Communications will be a 
business-to-business (B2B) compa-
ny, he added the company achieved 
this debt restructuring by asset mon-
etisation of  its wireless business and 
selling real estate. The new company 
would have a debt of  Rs 6,000 crore 
representing reduction of  over 85 
per cent of  the total debt.

An asset monetisation process 
for RCOM assets was mandated by 
the lenders of  RCOM, who appoint-
ed SBI Capital Markets Limited to 
run the process. The process is su-
pervised by an independent group 
of  industry experts from banking, 
telecom and law. RJIL emerged as 
the successful bidder in the two-stage 
bidding process.

“The acquisition is subject to 
receipt of  requisite approvals from 
governmental and regulatory au-
thorities, consents from all lenders, 
release of  all encumbrances on the 
said assets and other conditions 
precedent. The consideration is pay-
able at completion and is subject to 
adjustments as specified in the agree-
ment,” the Jio statement said.

RJIL is being advised by Gold-
man Sachs, Citigroup Global Mar-
kets, JM Financial Private Limited, 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP, Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas, Khaitan & 
Co and Ernst & Young on this trans-
action. 

New Delhi, Dec. 28 
(IANS): At a time when 
bitcoins are in focus also 
for the wrong reasons, 
cryptocurrency dealer Plu-
to Exchange on Thursday 
announced the launch of  
India’s first mobile applica-
tion for transacting in vir-
tual currencies.

At a press conference 
here, Pluto Exchange 
founder and Chief Execu-
tive Bharat Verma said his 
company is all set to launch 
the country’s first app-based 
wallet that enables bitcoin 
transactions using a mobile 
number.

“The Pluto Exchange 
mobile app offers a solution 

to the coordination problem 
between payment proces-
sors, financial gateways and 
banks,” Verma said.

“All other apps already 
in the market do transac-
tions using bitcoin ad-
dresses, which are long 
and prone to error while 
copying. Pluto Exchange 
will change this scenario by 
enabling transactions using 
mobile numbers only, which 
are just 10 digits,” he said.

By using a four-digit per-
sonal identification number 
(PIN), users can now buy, 
sell, store and spend bit-
coins via a mobile number, 
Verma added.

Elaborating, he said the 

app would permit a range 
of transactions, including 
payments, remittances, busi-
ness-to-business commerce, 
supply chain finance, asset 
management and trading.

He also said that the Re-
serve Bank of India is con-
cerned about the use of cash 
for dealing in virtual cur-
rencies, whose values have 
turned volatile recently.

“The RBI considers bit-
coins as decentralised trad-
ing that is completely un-
regulated... so their status is 
not clear,” he said.

In India, there are at 
least 15 bitcoin exchange 
forums, with the majority 
being set up over the past 

two years.
Bitcoin values in New 

York, for instance, have 
soared nearly 1,600 per 
cent over the past year and 
currently range upwards of  
$15,000.

In India, bitcoins have 
been trading at more than 
Rs 10 lakh each, while peo-
ple are investing amounts 
ranging from Rs 3,000 to 
several lakhs of rupees to 
buy these.

According to investi-
gation agencies here, with 
the demand and price of  
cryptocurrencies on the rise, 
cyber criminals have found 
innovative ways to dupe 
those looking to invest.

Mumbai, Dec. 28 (PTI): Benchmark Nif-
ty eased by 13 points for the second con-
secutive session as the Nifty failed to hold 
10,500-level on the last futures & options 
contracts expiry day of  the year.

In thin volatile trade, PSU bank, 
pharma, auto and infra stocks saw profit-
booking while, metal and realty gained 
most among sectoral indices.

Investors also looked cautious amid 
rising crude oil prices, Sebi board meeting 
and also lingering concerns over govern-
ment plans of  borrowing exceeding the 
fiscal target.

Overseas, European shares were trad-
ing lower with company news and macro 
events scarce in holiday-thinned trading. 
Asian markets rose following a rally in oil 
and copper prices this week.

The NSE Nifty opened higher at 
10,498.20 and moved in a range of  
10,534.55 and 10,460.45 before closing at 
10,477.90 down 12.85 points, or 0.12 per 
cent, from its previous close.

It saw an intra-day movement of  about 
74.10 points.

On the sectoral front, PSU bank fell 

by 1.94 per cent, pharma 0.58 per cent, 
auto 0.40 per cent, infra 0.37 per cent, en-
ergy 0.31 per cent, media 0.29 per cent, 
finance service 0.17 per cent and IT 0.11 
per cent.

However, realty and metal were the 
smart gainers by 3.05 per cent and 2.08 
per cent, respectively.

Major index gainers were Hindalco, 
UPL, Vedanta, Dr Reddy, Tata Steel, 
Indiabulls Housing Finance, GAIL and 
Lupin.

Losers included IOC, SBIN, Hero 
MotoCo, Axis Bank, Sun Pharma, Eicher 
Motors, Adani Port and Cipla.

The market breadth, indicating its 
overall health, was in favour of  gainers. 
On the NSE, 911 stocks advanced, 856 
declined 51 remained unchanged.

Total securities that hit their price 
bands were 197. Turnover in the cash seg-
ment rose to Rs 40,832.14 crore from Rs 
32,213.06 crore as on Wednesday.

A total of  29,908.41 lakh shares 
changed hands in 11,030,055 trades. The 
market capitalisation of  listed firms on the 
NSE stood at Rs 1,48,69,696.38 crore.

persistent demand from 
stockists and retailers 
amid firm global cues.

Silver too regained the 
38K-level, surging fur-
ther by Rs 425 per kg to 
Rs 38,085 on sustained 
offtake from industrial 
units.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) surged 
by Rs 210 to finish at Rs 
29,120 per 10 grams from 
Monday’s closing level of  
Rs 28,910.

Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also moved 
up by a similar amount 
to end at Rs 29,270 per 
10 grams compared to Rs 
29,060 yesterday.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
climbed by Rs 425 to con-
clude at Rs 38,085 per kg 
as against Rs 37,660 last 
weekend.

Globally, gold rose for 
an eighth straight session 
early today as a retreat 
in the dollar encouraged 
some investors to buy into 
the metal.

Spot gold was up at 
USD 1,285.35 an ounce in 
early European trade and 
silver was trading higher 
at USD 16.62, having 
earlier reached its high-
est since late November at 
USD 16.64 per ounce.

Mumbai, Dec. 28 (PTI): 
Gold reclaimed its 29K-
mark, rising further by Rs 

210 per 10 grams to close 
at Rs 29,120 at the bul-
lion market here today on 

Mumbai, Dec. 28 (IANS): The Se-
curities and Exchange Board of  India 
(Sebi) on Thursday gave its nod to the 
convergence of  both equities and com-
modity-backed stocks on exchanges 
from October 2018.

The decision taken at the Sebi’s 
Board Meeting was announced by the 
regulator’s Chairman Ajay Tyagi. 

Tyagi said the convergence will 
be effective from October 2018 and 
will help in cross-listing and provide 
investors with access to various asset 
classes.

The move will allow major players 
like BSE, NSE and Multi-Commodity 
Exchange of  India (MCX) to list both 
equities and commodity-backed finan-
cial instruments on their platforms.

The Union Budget 2017-2018 had 
proposed to further integrate commod-
ities and securities derivative markets. 
The integration has been achieved in 
two phases.

“... The board approved the pro-
posal to remove the restrictions by 
making suitable amendments to Se-
curities Contracts (Regulation) (Stock 

Exchanges and Clearing Corporation) 
Regulations, 2012 (“SECC Regula-
tions”). The amendments to the SECC 
Regulations would be effective from 
October 1, 2018,” the regulator said in 
a statement.

According to Deepak Jasani, 
Head, Retail Research, HDFC Securi-
ties: “The move will allow bourses like 
the NSE and BSE to launch commod-
ity products on their platforms.”

“This convergence will help an in-
dividual to have one account to trade 
in all asset classes. SEBI is also look-
ing to simplify and rationalise norms 
for REITs (real estate investment 
trusts). SEBI Chairman said that the 
securities receipts can now be listed 
and traded on stock exchanges,” Jas-
ani told IANS.

The decision had a mixed impact 
on the scrip of  listed stock and com-
modity exchanges. Shares of  BSE 
closed on a higher note at Rs 944 per 
share -- up Rs 33.05 or 3.63 per cent.

In contrast, scrip of  MCX closed 
5.55 per cent lower at Rs 938.55 per 
share.

premium offerings from 
Apple and Samsung. This 
strategy is designed to pen-
etrate the premium market 
while maximising revenue 
and profit,” he added.

According to Coun-
terpoint, Apple captured 
nearly 60 per cent of the to-
tal profits generated in the 
mobile handset segment 
followed by Samsung.

However, Apple’s prof-
it share declined by 30 per 
cent year-on-year due to an 
increased mix of previous 
generation iPhones.

“Apple continued to 
command the lion’s share 
of mobile handset industry 

profits. Samsung though 
with relatively stronger de-
mand for Note 8 and mid-
tier high-scale J series have 
been able to capture almost 
a fourth of the global mo-
bile handset industry prof-
its,” Shah highlighted.

In the fourth quarter, 
the market research firm 
estimates that the total 
profits of Apple will im-
prove driven by its iPhone 
X sales. 

Samsung, riding on the 
success of the Note 8 and 
S8 series, will continue to 
perform on par.

Huawei witnessed the 
highest profit growth of 67 

Mumbai, Dec 28 (IANS): Key In-
dian equity indices on Thursday gave 
up all gains to provisionally close in 
the red, with heavy selling pressure in 
banking, auto and oil and gas stocks.

“Markets ended in red post the 
monthly expiry. Concerns over gov-
ernment borrowing exceeding target 
also kept markets lower at end of  the 
day’s trade,” Dhruv Desai, Direc-
tor and Chief  Operating Officer of  
Tradebulls, told IANS.

The broader NSE Nifty50 of  the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
slipped by 12.85 points or 0.12 per 
cent to provisionally close (at 3.30 
p.m.) at 10,477.90 points -- falling be-
low the important 10,500-level.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex), which opened at 
33,928.86 points, closed at 33,848.03 

points -- down 63.78 points or 0.19 
per cent -- from its previous session’s 
close.

The Sensex touched a high 
of  34,023.65 points and a low of  
33,752.03 during the intra-day trade.

However, the BSE market breadth 
indicated a bullish trend as 1,475 
stocks advanced as compared to 
1,288 declines.

On Wednesday, the benchmark 
indices slipped into the negative ter-
ritory during the last hour of  trade as 
a depreciating rupee and rising crude 
oil prices subdued sentiments.

The Sensex closed trade at 
33,911.81 points -- down 98.80 points 
or 0.29 per cent -- while the Nifty50 
fell by 40.75 points or 0.39 per cent to 
close at 10,490.75 points.

per cent year-on-year due to 
its portfolio expansion across 
price bands. Oppo and Vivo 
captured fourth and fifth spot 
in the Global Handset profit 
share mainly driven by their 
performance in China.

While Xiaomi has made 
a strong comeback with 
handset profit growth of 41 
per cent year-on-year, it is still 
behind the market leaders.

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): Ap-
ple earned the maximum per unit 
profit at $151 in the third quarter 
of 2017, followed by its arch rival 
Samsung which earned $31 profit 
per unit, a new research from 
Counterpoint said on Thursday.

“Apple’s per unit profit is five 
times higher than Samsung -- that 
has one of the highest number of  
models across price bands -- and 
approximately 14 times higher 
than the average per unit profit 
of Chinese brands,” the research 
said. 

Chinese brands like Huawei, 
Oppo and Vivo performed similar-
ly in terms of profits per unit, each 
having an average per unit profit of  
$15, $14 and $13 respectively.

As compared to other Chinese 
brands, Xiaomi’s per unit profit is 
lower ($2) as it plays on very thin 
margins.

“Apple will continue to grow 
into the holiday season quarter 
buoyed by the high price iPhone X 
series. Our recent channel checks 
across key Apple markets showed 
the demand for the 256GB ver-
sion of iPhone X is higher which 
will boost Apple’s profits even 
higher,” Neil Shah, Counterpoint’s 
Research Director, said in a state-
ment.

The research also found that 
amid global mobile handsets’ 13 
per cent year-on-year third quar-
ter profits growth, the cumulative 
profits of Chinese brands crossed 
$1.5 billion for the first time in a 
single quarter. 

Usually all the profits have 
been shared by just two brands 
Samsung and Apple but Chinese 
brands made inroads this quarter.

“The growth of Chinese 
brands can be attributed to the dili-
gent efforts in streamlining the sup-
ply chain with rising mix of mid 
to high end smartphones in their 
portfolio,” Tarun Pathak, Counter-
point Associate Director, said.

“Even in the premium segment, 
players like Huawei are positioning 
their flagship models just below the 
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What is left ?

O
ne of the most eventful years in the history 
of  the state will come to an end in the next 
few days . Although the progress made by a 
state or a government in all aspects will be 

many, the public tends to remember only the most event-
ful of  moments. Unfortunately for the government and 
also for the state and its citizens the year began with dis-
gruntlement and protests. It led to violence and arson  
causing death that gripped the state in fear bringing it to 
a standstill for some days. Consequently the chair of  the 
chief  minister was changed twice and although only in 
the form of  two different persons, the state had a total 
of  three chief  ministers in the year. In the whole process 
of  power politics or politics purely for power, the ruling 
party openly displayed its wide rifts within the party. It 
was not a two-way tussle between two power centres but 
more of  a three-way tussle and more . By the end of  
the year it was not only three power centres but there 
seemed more players with their own agendas who were 
also waiting for their turns. By the end of  the year, the 
ruling party and its legislators lay naked and bare for the 
people to judge, that too on an election year. The level of  
politics in the state is in its lowest ebb, something quite 
unexpected at the present age where the world is.

As for the people, they have seen one of  the worst 
case scenarios of  their leaders during the year. The in-
tegrity of  each and every legislator is now an open book. 
Although the current tenure since 2013 had copious 
amounts of  intrigues, the current year was the climax of  
it all. The citizens now know the strange bedfellows that 
their legislators had only to be keep changing as often 
as possible. It might have been the most promiscuous 
of  the lot in recent history. The anti-defection law was 
also not a deterrent since there were enough legislators 
with no threat of  a third party coming to power. It was 
instead effectively used to subdue the minority at every 
instance by the ruling party. However, in spite of  the one 
mass movement by the public protesting the elections 
of  the urban local bodies and some smaller agitations, 
it seems the public may not yet have learned their les-
sons. The truism that in a democracy the people get the 
leaders they deserve may still not be truly understood by 
the people of  the state. The reception to the Church’s 
clean election campaign, to rid elections of  excessive use 
of  money and other unlawful methods, especially in ar-
eas where electioneering has started is not encouraging. 
Where do we go from here? Unless the elections system 
changes, the story will not be so different the next five 
years too. 

Wonder leads to gratitude.

The hummingbird gets its English name from the hum made by 
its rapidly beating wings. In other languages, it is known as the 
“flower-kisser” (Portuguese) or “flying jewels” (Spanish). One 

of my favorite names for this bird is biulu, “what remains in the eye” 
(Mexican Zapotec). In other words, once you see a hummingbird, 
you’ll never forget it.

G. K. Chesterton wrote, “The world will never starve for want of 
wonders, but only for want of wonder.” The hummingbird is one of 
those wonders. What is so fascinating about these tiny creatures? 
Maybe it is their small size (averaging two to three inches) or the 
speed of their wings that can flap from 50 to 200 times per second.
We aren’t sure who wrote Psalm 104, but the psalmist was cer-

tainly captivated by nature’s beauty. After describing many of crea-
tion’s wonders, like the cedars of Lebanon and the wild donkeys, he 
sings, “May the Lord rejoice in his works” (v. 31). Then he prays, 
“May my meditation be pleasing to him” (v. 34).
Nature has plenty of things that can remain in the eye because of 

their beauty and perfection. How can we meditate on them and please 
God? We can observe, rejoice, and thank God as we contemplate His 
works and recapture the wonder.

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 104:24–35  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

How many are your works, Lord!                       
    ~  Psalm 104:24

DAILY
PATH

What Remains 
in the Eye

Daniel Smith | The Conversation

Jyoti Singh | Science Wire

Arun Kumar | thewire.in

From gathering around the campfire shar-
ing tales to binge watching the latest Net-
flix series, humans are, and have always 
been, inveterate producers and consumers 

of  stories.
But why do we spend hours listening to and tell-

ing stories, often of  exploits that never even happened? 
Clearly, from an evolutionary standpoint, this is time 
and effort that could be better spent foraging, repro-
ducing or simply doing nothing to save energy.

Perhaps the human proclivity for storytelling is 
merely a byproduct of  our evolved psychology – a se-
ries of  inputs which manipulate and titillate our cogni-
tive machinery. Cognitive scientist Steven Pinker fit-
tingly refers to this as “evolutionary cheesecake”. But 
given the ubiquity of  storytelling, it may perform an 
important adaptive role in human societies.

In a new study on hunter-gatherer societies, pub-
lished in Nature Communications, my colleagues and 
I propose that storytelling may function as a mecha-
nism to disseminate knowledge by broadcasting social 
norms to coordinate social behaviour and promote 
cooperation.

The type of  knowledge in question is “meta-knowl-
edge” – information about other people’s knowledge. 
This is, in fact, required for any society to function. For 
instance, it is not enough for people to know that they 
should drive on a certain side of  the road, they also 
need to know that others possess that same knowledge. 
Stories may therefore act to ensure that all members of  
the group know, and consequently abide by, the “rules 
of  the game” in a given society.

Moralising gods and organised religion may per-
form a similar function in post-agricultural populations 
by organising behaviour and promoting cooperation. 
However, these are often absent in hunter-gatherer so-
cieties, despite these groups being highly cooperative. 
We therefore proposed that hunter-gatherer storytell-
ing may perform a comparable function to moralising 
gods in such societies.

Moral tales
To explore this idea, in collaboration with Agta Aid, 
we collected four stories among the Agta, a Filipino 
hunter-gatherer population with a high level of  social 
and gender egalitarianism. Each story was aimed at 
regulating social behaviour by broadcasting how to act 
in different social situations.

One story, “The sun and the moon”, clearly com-
municated norms of  sex equality and cooperation. 
“There is a dispute between the sun (male) and the 
moon (female) to illuminate the sky. After a fight, 
where the moon proves to be as strong as the sun, they 
agree in sharing the duty – one during the day and the 
other during the night.”

We also looked at narratives from other hunter-
gatherer societies from Southeast Asia and Africa, and 
discovered similar themes. Of 89 stories, around 70% 
concerned social behaviour, in terms of  food-sharing, 
marriage, hunting and interactions with in-laws or 
members of  other groups.

These stories also possessed a moral dimension, by 
either rewarding norm-followers or punishing norm-
breakers. This is clearly evident in an Andamanese sto-
ry demonstrating the consequences of not sharing food.

The ancestors ate [thunder spirit] Bilika’s food […] 
Bilika was very angry. He used to smell their mouths 
to see if  they had eaten his food. When he found a 
man or woman who had done so he would cut his 
throat. The ancestors were very angry with Bilika, be-
cause he killed the men and women when they ate his 
foods. They all came together and killed Bilika and his 
wife Mite.
Boost to cooperation
Given that hunter-gatherer stories overwhelmingly 
contain social content, we next explored whether sto-
rytelling does in fact promote cooperation. Nearly 300 
Agta, from 18 separate camps, were asked to name 
the best storytellers. To assess cooperation, individuals 
were also asked to play a simple resource allocation 
game where players were given a number of  tokens 
(representing rice) and asked to distribute these be-
tween themselves and their camp mates.

Overall, levels of  cooperation were higher in camps 
with a greater proportion of  skilled storytellers, con-
sistent with storytellers coordinating social behaviour 
and in turn promoting cooperation. This suggests that 
storytelling may perform a beneficial group-level func-
tion, but it does not explain why individuals would 
invest so much time and energy in becoming a skilled 
storyteller. If  there is no benefit to being a storyteller, 
then why not invest this effort in other fitness-enhanc-
ing activities?

However, storytellers appear to be rewarded for 
their services to the community. Skilled storytellers 
were preferred social partners, both in terms of  being 
selected as a future camp mate and receiving resources 
from others in the cooperative game. Despite the fact 
that food-sharing is an everyday occurrence in Agta 
society, skilled storytellers were even more preferred 
than skilled foragers.

Consistent with this increased social support, 
skilled Agta storytellers were found to have increased 
reproductive success relative to unskilled storytellers, 
with an average additional 0.5 living offspring.

Even in modern, Western society skilled storytell-
ers – ranging from novelists and artists to actors and 
stand-up comics – have a high social status. There is 
even some evidence that successful male visual artists 
(a form of modern-day storyteller) have more sexual 
partners than unsuccessful visual artists.

Humans have evolved the capacity to create and 
believe in stories. Narratives can also transcend the 
“here and now” by introducing individuals to situa-
tions beyond their everyday experience, which may in-
crease empathy and perspective-taking towards others, 
including strangers. These features may have evolved 
in hunter-gatherer societies as precursors to more elab-
orate forms of  narrative fiction.

Such narratives include moralising gods, organised 
religion, nation states and other ideologies found in 
post-agricultural societies. Some are crucial parts of  
societies today, functioning to bond individuals into 
cohesive and cooperative communities. It’s fascinating 
to think that they could have all started with a humble 
story around the campfire.

Nail polish which can indicate pres-
ence of  drugs or alcohol in soft 
drinks to prevent molestation, a 
guiding system for Alzheimer’s pa-

tient if  they get lost, foot-operated tea mak-
ing table for differently abled persons and a 
mechanism for unlocking car during fire.

These are some of  the ideas selected for 
the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE 2017 
awards which were given to children on Fri-
day in Ahmedabad. This year the award has 
been to 56 school kids from 16 states who 
came up with 29 innovative ideas. Overall, 
65000 submissions from all over the country 
were received for the competition. The com-
petition is held annually by the National In-
novation Foundation (NIF), an autonomous 
body of  the Department of  Science and Tech-
nology (DST). The awards were conferred by 
former President Mr Pranab Mukherjee.

Speaking to India Science Wire, Rechu-
ma Manas, who has given the idea guiding 
system for Alzheimer patient if  they get lost, 
said “we live in a small place near Guwa-
hati where healthcare facilities are not well 
developed. I saw my grandmother suffering 
from Alzheimer’s so I thought there should 
be some guiding system for patients like her 
if  they get lost”. 

Another awardee Sayan Chaudhry from 
Delhi said he was part of  IGNITE workshop 
last year where he went on field trip and met 
a tailor. An interaction with the village tailor 
made Sayan realized the problem and from 
there he thought of  a stapler-like device for 

stitching buttons.
Other award winning ideas are : smart de-

vice for rag picking, expiry date stamping on 
eggs, wearable indicator to ensure body hydra-
tion, pothole detector in flooded conditions, 
currency note sterilizing machine in ATM, 
washing machine that can use recycled soap 
water, detection system in vehicles for speed 
breakers much in advance and school bag with 
foldable wheeled legs to distribute load.

IGNITE is a national competition of  
original technological ideas and innovations 
by children up to class 12 or those out of  
school up to the age of  17 years. In this com-
petition, children have to just think of  new 
ideas and innovations. NIF then takes up the 
best ones and develops prototypes, and ulti-
mately, actual devices and products. The ob-
jective is to promote creativity and originality 
among children. The awards are announced 
every year on October 15, which the birthday 
of  Dr Kalam.

The competition is organized by NIF in 
association with Central Board of  Secondary 
Education (CBSE), Honey Bee Network, and 
other   partners.   A   number   of    other   State   
Educational   Boards viz. Board   of  School   
Education   Haryana, Nagaland   Board   of    
School Education, Directorate  of    Higher   
Education,  Himachal  Pradesh, West Ben-
gal   Board   of    Secondary   Education, Lok   
Sikshan   Sanchalanalaya, Madhya   Pradesh,   
Rajiv   Gandhi   Shiksha   Mission,   Depart-
ment  of    School Education, Government of  
Chhattisgarh and Mizoram Board of  School 
Education also actively promoted the IG-
NITE campaign. 

Worried that your 
kid’s eyesight 
might deterio-
rate because of  

endless hours spent on smart-
phones, gaming consoles, com-
puters and tablets? Take heart, 
spending just two hours a day 
outdoors, playing any sport in 
the sunlight, might help, ex-
perts suggest.

Myopia -- also known as 
nearsightedness and shortsight-
edness -- is a condition of  the 
eye where the light that enters 
the eye does not directly focus 
on the retina, but in front of  it. 

This causes the image that 
one sees -- when looking at 
a distant object -- to be out of  
focus. It does not affect focus 
when looking at a close object. 

According to experts, lack 
of  natural light is the key be-
hind the condition.

“The main factor seems to 
be a lack of  exposure to direct 
sunlight, because children who 
study a lot and who use com-
puters or smartphones or tablet 
computers a lot have less op-
portunity to run around outside 
and are less exposed to sun-
shine,” Annegret Dahlmann-
Noor, consultant ophthalmolo-

gist at Moorfields Eye Hospital 
in London, was quoted as say-
ing to BBC Health.

While stopping or limiting 
screen time use may be a big 
task for parents, the best thing 
to do, say the experts, is to get 
children playing outside as 
much as possible.

“We know that myopia or 
short-sightedness is becoming 
more common,” Chris Ham-
mond, professor at King’s Col-
lege London, was quoted as 
saying to BBC Health.

“Protective of  myopia de-
velopment is time outdoors -- 
sport and leisure outdoors are 
protective of  eyesight,” Ham-
mond said.

“Probably on average 
across the week and the week-
end, two hours a day outdoors 
is protective of  becoming 
short-sighted in children,” he 
noted.

Further, a diet rich in ome-
ga-3 essential fatty acids, and 
vitamins A, C and E and nu-
trients are good for the back of  
the eye.

Regular annual eye checks 
can also help, experts sug-
gested.

Source: IANS

True income disparity cannot be captured by the 
World Inequality Report because the impact of  
the black economy is not taken into account.

The World Inequality Report (WIR) released last 
week shows that “India’s top 1% earners received 22% 
of national income in 2014”.  Simultaneously, the lat-
est data on direct taxes released by Central Board of  
Direct Taxes (CBDT) shows that 9,690 individuals 
paid tax exceeding Rs 1 crore. Only one individual 
paid tax exceeding Rs 100 crore – about Rs 238 crore.

According to the WIR report, the top 0.01% of  
the earners numbered at about 78,000 people with an 
average income of  about Rs 5.5 crores. At a 30% tax 
rate, they should have paid a tax of  about Rs 1.56 crore 
each. The two facts juxtaposed against each other sug-
gest that while the top income earners in the economy 
are earning a large part of  the national income, they 
are not paying commensurate taxes. This is, at the very 
least, one indication of  the large amount of  black in-
comes that are earned by the rich in India.

While this is an indication, it does not come any-
where close to the reality of  the situation. The database 
of  WIR does not take into account the black economy 
and is based on the white economy data alone. The 
difficulty with trying to understand income distribu-
tion is that the government of  India does not carry out 
income surveys. Some private surveys have been car-
ried out from time to time but they have a rather small 
sample size and are not particularly reliable. These 
have been used in WIR.

Surveys in India have often proved to be rather 
unreliable. For instance, in 1976 when the National 
Council of  Applied Economic Research (NCAER) 
carried out an income survey based on a rather large 
sample, the total for national income obtained from 
the survey was 45% less than the national income total 
for that year. This could only be because not only did 
people not report their black incomes they also under-
stated their white incomes.

Surveys are also unreliable because respondents 
have various motives for giving incorrect replies, or the 
surveyors do not take the trouble of  doing a proper 
job or the government expects an immediate response 

which results in shortcuts.
While surveying the sugarcane-growing areas of  

Maharashtra, this author found that the farmers un-
der-reported incomes believing that I was a govern-
ment official and if  they reported lower incomes they 
could get some government aid. In another instance, 
one official who regularly did data work for the Ra-
jasthan government in the 1990s told this author that 
very often they had to produce data on certain vari-
ables within a week. So, they simply marked up the 
previous years’ data by a certain percentage and sent it 
to the government.

Error in data becomes evident when it shows that 
people with very low incomes buy consumer durables 
that they should not be able to afford. The obvious an-
swer to this puzzle is that such apparently poor people 
are not poor but under-report their incomes. They hide 
their white incomes and naturally do not reveal their 
black incomes.

According to this author’s estimate, the black econ-
omy was 62% of GDP in 2012-13. Assume that this sta-
tistic has remained unchanged since then, this black in-
come is earned largely by the top income earners. While 
some small fish also earn a little bit of black incomes, 
the bulk is concentrated in the hands of 3% of the top 
income earners. They are the ones with high incomes 
and want to hide their incomes either because of the il-
legality involved in their activity or because of the desire 
to pay lower taxes. Usually, it is a mix of both.

The implication is that if  the government declares 
national income to be ‘100’, it is actually ‘162’. Based 
on data in WIR, the top 3% would earn about 40% 
of  the national income. This is from white incomes. 
The black incomes are on top of  this so that on the 
actual national income of  162, these people have an 
income of  102. In other words, these 3% have an in-
come share of  62.5% of  the actual incomes. WIR also 
shows that the bottom 50% of  earners have roughly a 
15% income share. This is only on the white incomes. 
Since they do not have any black incomes, their share 
of  the true national income becomes 9.4%. Thus, 
the ratio of  average incomes of  the top 3% earners 
and the bottom 50% would be 44 in white economy 
but when the black economy is taken into account 
it becomes 113. So, black economy accentuates the 
inequality in society.

The above also explains why the data on income 
tax collected is not of  much use to calculate the true in-
come disparities in India. The detailed data on income 
tax shows that in 2014-15, six crore people were in the 
tax net either as filing returns or paying tax or both. Of  
this, a vast majority declare a very low income so that 
they either pay no tax or very little tax. Effectively only 
about 17 million pay most of  the income taxes, that is, 
about 1.4% of the Indian population. This percentage 
has not changed much since 1997.

What has happened because of  various changes in 
the laws is that the number of  people in the tax net has 
increased several fold from around 10 million to about 
60 million, but the number of  effective tax payers has 
not shown a corresponding increase. This is an indi-
cation of  the growing share of  black incomes in the 
economy and rising inequality.

If  the black economy could be brought into the tax 
net, at least 4% of the income earners in India would 
be in the tax net. Currently the government collects 
16.5% of the GDP as taxes. But of  the actual income 
(black and white) it is about 10% – one of  the lowest 
in the world. If  the black economy could be brought 
into the tax net (i.e., eliminated) the ratio would rise 
to about 25.6% which would be a respectable amount. 
This would end the shortage of  resources for public 
education, public health, power, roads and so on. As 
a result, the rate of  growth of  the economy would rise 
substantially. Currently, the black economy results in 
massive waste of  resources and that lowers the rate of  
growth further. Thus, tackling the black economy is 
necessary to raise the rate of  growth of  the economy.

In brief, in India because data on income distribu-
tion is officially not collected and the impact of  the 
black economy is not taken into account, the true in-
come disparity is not captured in WIR. Tax data can-
not be used to proxy for income distribution because 
the tax base is not only very narrow but it does not 
even capture the income distribution of  the well-off  
sections since they generate large black incomes. So, 
not only is the income distribution skewed, it is far 
more skewed than what WIR suggests.

(Arun Kumar is Malcolm Adiseshiah Chair Professor 
at the Institute of  Social Sciences, and author of  

Demonetization and the Black Economy, Penguin 
(India).)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Have you been 
thinking about remodeling or redecorating 
your home? If  so, this is the day to do it. Your 
energy and aesthetic sense are high today. En-

list the aid of  family members in planning colors, styles, 
and arrangements. A lot of  activity may go on in and 
around your home, and you’ll be enthusiastic. Make sure 
on one works to the point of  exhaustion.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): An unex-
pected visit or call from a friend could bring 
exciting news. You might decide to get to-
gether with this person and celebrate. Good 

fortune comes your way from an unforeseen source, but 
don’t waste time wondering about it. Make the most of  
it. Future successes may hinge upon it. By day’s end you 
might be aiming for entirely different goals than you 
were this morning.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): The morning 
could find you somewhat worried about financ-
es. Past reckless spending may be on your mind. 
Go through your records and look at them ob-

jectively. You’ll probably find that things aren’t as bad as 
they seem. Write down a plan for handling whatever does 
need attention. You’ll be able to take care of  business 
without making yourself  crazy.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Romance 
and marriage are always important to you, 
and today they’re especially so. You should 
feel particularly warm, loving, and attrac-

tive, and matters of  love and partnership should be 
especially romantic. Today bodes well for other forms 
of  partnership, as an increased level of  understanding 
passes between you and others. Casual acquaintances 
could become friends.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you feel es-
pecially imaginative, and you might want to 
try writing, painting, or composing. The past 
is especially appealing, so you may want to 

stroll through an art gallery or museum or attend a con-
cert. Use your intuition, as it’s operating at a high level. 
Messages might come through art that bring insight and 
perhaps revelation. Write down your impressions!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re always 
intellectually curious, but today you might be 
especially so. Although you’re usually idealis-
tic, today your imagination is in full swing. You 

might want to try writing or painting. It will be better to 
go with fiction or impressionism than history or realism. 
Study of  spiritual or esoteric subjects is likely to clear a 
path between intellect and intuition.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your usually de-
pendable judgment may seem clouded by emo-
tion today. Perhaps you’re unable to decide be-
tween different courses of action. Or perhaps 

you’re feeling distracted and can’t focus on what needs 
to be done. Don’t be afraid to put things off and work on 
something less taxing. Things will seem clearer tomorrow. 
Spend your day relaxing. Forget about work for a while.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Optimism 
and foresight are important today, as you take 
charge of  your life and seek new opportuni-
ties. Conversations lead to ideas for possible 

personal and career expansion, and you’re likely to send 
out and receive a number of  messages. You could even be 
considering a move, perhaps to another city. Don’t rush. 
Plan carefully and all should work out as you wish.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): New 
ideas and opportunities for advancing yourself  
financially may come your way today, yet this 
isn’t the day to act indiscriminately or make 

any definite changes in your financial structure. Your 
judgment may be a bit clouded. You could have difficulty 
deciding among different options. Write down all the in-
formation, study it, and sleep on it for a few nights before 
committing to anything.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today, 
you may feel especially sociable. You might 
want to look up old friends you haven’t seen 
for a while, perhaps to release past quarrels or 

hurt feelings. Take care to release them instead of  bring-
ing them up again. You could feel more sensitive than 
usual, and so any sort of  explanation may lead to friction. 
Be aware of  your friends’ good qualities so you can enjoy 
their company.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your bio-
rhythms may be low today, so you might not 
be feeling quite up to par. This could make you 
feel restless and a little blue. Most likely your 

malaise is related to stress. Play some soft music. Sur-
round yourself  with flowers or other colorful objects. If  
possible, get a massage. This will help you relax. You’ll 
feel like your old self  by tomorrow.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Matters of  love 
seem to be taking a turn for the better. Dis-
cuss your relationship with your partner. Your 
friend may or may not share your opinions, 

and a compromise may need to be reached. Don’t let this 
dampen your enthusiasm. Romance looks bright for the 
near future as long as you keep the lines of  communica-
tion open.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Carolyn Dicey Jennings | Aeon

You have thoughts, feelings and 
desires. You remember your past 
and imagine your future. Some-
times you make a special effort, 

other times you are content to simply re-
lax. All of  these things are true about you. 
But do you exist? Is your sense of  self  an 
illusion, or is there something in the world 
that we can point to and say: ‘Ah, yes – that 
is you’? If  you are familiar with the con-
temporary science of  mind, you will know 
that the concept of  a substantive self, sepa-
rate from the mere experience of  self, is 
unpopular. But this stance is unwarranted. 
Research on attention points to a self  be-
yond experience, with its own powers and 
properties.

So what is attention? Attention is what 
you use to drown out distracting sights and 
sounds, to focus on whatever it is you need 
to focus on. You are using attention to read 
this, right now. It is something that you can 
control and maintain but it is also strongly 
influenced by the world around you, which 
encourages you to focus on new and differ-
ent stimuli. Sometimes being encouraged to 
change focus can be good – it is good that 
you look up from your cellphone when a 
bike comes barrelling down the sidewalk, for 
example. But this encouragement can also 
keep you from completing tasks, as when 
you get caught in a spiral of  mindless click-
bait. You might think of  your powers of  at-
tention as what you use to control the focus 
of  your attention, away from distractions 
and toward your favoured point of  focus.

This same power of  attention – what 
you use in everyday life to stay on task – 
is what helps you in moments of  conflict 
more generally – moments when you are 
caught between two (or more) options, 
both of  which appeal to you, and you are 
torn on which option to choose. The phi-
losopher Robert Kane has a way of  talking 
about these life-defining moments: they are 
‘self-forming actions’. Kane’s idea is that 
our truest expressions of  ourselves come 
at moments in which our will is divided. 
At such moments, we could go either of  
two ways, but we go one way, and in do-
ing so we help set in place some feature of  
ourselves – the feature that aligns with the 
chosen path.

Imagine that while job-hunting you re-
ceive two offers, only one of  which is in 
your current field. The job in your field 
would provide security and good condi-
tions, but you have come to find yourself  
more interested in the new field. The job in 
the new field would be risky, with less secu-
rity and more challenging conditions, but 
you hope that it will lead to better oppor-
tunities in the future. What should you do?

For Kane, the effort of  choosing be-
tween these two halves of  yourself  – the 
half  that is concerned about security and 
the half  that desires change – creates con-
flict in the brain that can be resolved only 
through a combination of  quantum in-
determinacy and chaotic amplification. 
While this might seem implausible on 
its face, Kane’s proposed mechanism has 
some evidentiary support. The result is a 
self-forming action in two respects. We are 
responsible for forming the action, what-
ever the outcome, by putting our efforts 
behind each of  two opposing outcomes 
and forcing a resolution. And the outcome 
helps to shape our future self, in that it fa-
vours one of  two hitherto conflicting mo-
tivations.

Although Kane does not explicitly 
mention attention, it is clear that attention 
is an essential part of  this picture. When 
faced with conflicting options, we attend 
to them in turn. You turn your attention 
from the security of  one job to the excite-
ment of  the other. Sometimes attention 
helps to determine the outcome, as when 
we focus more on either security or excite-
ment. Other times our attention creates the 
conditions for indeterminacy, as we effort-
fully keep both options afloat. Either way, 
attention plays a crucial role.

Would self-forming actions still occur 
without all this effort of  attention? What 
if  the two options – the two halves of  
ourselves – simply battled it out on their 
own? Wouldn’t it be a self-forming action 
regardless of  how the conflict is resolved? 
Let’s call this the Frostian Concern, after 
Robert Frost’s poem ‘The Road Not Taken’ 
(1916). In the poem, Frost is confronted 

with two paths in the woods that appear 
‘really about the same’, and chooses to 
walk down one, predicting that he will in 
the future say:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference.
The Frostian Concern is that the other 

path is just as likely to have ‘made all the 
difference’. In that case, Frost’s future self  
would have remembered some other differ-
ence in the paths to justify his choice, and 
that would have been woven into his life 
story. In this view, the effort of  attention is 
not required to form the self  – our choices 
could be entirely determined, or entirely 
random, and a self  with an explanatory 
narrative would still be formed.

This is a good objection. It fits a line 
of  reasoning that is currently popular in 
cognitive science: not only is attention not 
required to form the self, there is no real 
self  at all. In so far as the self  exists, it is 
simply part of  a story that we tell ourselves 
and others. As the neuroscientist Anil 
Seth puts it: ‘I predict (myself), therefore 
I am.’ We, biological and minded beings, 
construct the concept of  a self  because it is 
the best way of  explaining to ourselves and 
others certain aspects of  our behaviour. 
When you accidentally knock over some-
thing, you might say, for example: ‘I didn’t 
do that, it was an accident.’ In such cases, 
it is helpful to have the concept of  ‘I’ to 
distinguish the unintended movements of  
your body from the intended movements 
of  your body. ‘I’ did this, my body did that.

Once you start using this concept, you 
are not far from constructing a full-fledged 
self, with preferences and tendencies. But 
this doesn’t mean that there really is any-
thing substantive that accounts for all of  
these happenings – it is enough that in each 
case there is an intention, a goal, and that 
you are able to identify and communicate 
which behaviours are connected to that 
goal, without there being a further source 
of  these goals and behaviours. Perhaps ‘I 
didn’t do that, it was an accident’ is just 
shorthand for ‘There wasn’t an intention to 
do that, it was an accident.’

Following such considerations, the phi-
losopher Daniel Dennett proposed that the 
self  is simply a ‘centre of  narrative gravity’ 
– just as the centre of  gravity in a physi-
cal object is not a part of  that object, but 
a useful concept we use to understand the 
relationship between that object and its en-
vironment, the centre of  narrative gravity 
in us is not a part of  our bodies, a soul in-
side of  us, but a useful concept we use to 
make sense of  the relationship between our 
bodies, complete with their own goals and 
intentions, and our environment. So, you, 
you, are a construct, albeit a useful one. Or 
so goes Dennett’s thinking on the self.

And it isn’t just Dennett. The idea that 
there is a substantive self  is passé. When 
cognitive scientists aim to provide an em-
pirical account of  the self, it is simply an 
account of  our sense of  self  – why it is that 
we think we have a self. What we don’t find 
is an account of  a self  with independent 
powers, responsible for directing attention 
and resolving conflicts of  will.

There are many reasons for this. One is 
that many scientists think that the evidence 
counts in favour of  our experience in gen-
eral being epiphenomenal – something that 
does not influence our brain, but is influ-
enced by it. In this view, when you experi-
ence making a tough decision, for instance, 
that decision was already made by your 
brain, and your experience is mere shadow 
of  that decision. So for the very situations 
in which we might think the self  is most 
active – in resolving difficult decisions – 
everything is in fact already achieved by 
the brain.

In support of  this view, it is common to 
cite Benjamin Libet’s brain experiments of  
the 1980s, or Daniel Wegner’s book The Il-
lusion of  Conscious Will (2002). Yet, these 
findings don’t come close to showing that 
our experience is epiphenomenal.
Demonstrating the existence of  illusions of  will 

is not the same as demonstrating the absence 
of  will

Libet’s experiments show that we can 
predict a participant’s choice to flex her 
wrist or finger at a specific time through 
brain monitoring before the participant 
claims to have made that choice. But Libet 
and others have noted that the participant 

is able to change her mind even after that 
prediction is made, in which case nothing 
is flexed. So it doesn’t make sense to think 
that our prediction is based on a final de-
cision made by the brain that’s out of  the 
participant’s control. (Whether choosing a 
time at which to flex our wrist or finger is 
sufficiently similar to making a difficult de-
cision is another matter.)

Wegner’s book shows only that partici-
pants are subject to illusions of  will. Us-
ing a device similar to a ouija board, for 
example, participants sometimes overesti-
mate their influence on the device when 
it is in fact moved by someone else. But 
demonstrating the existence of  illusions of  
will is not the same as demonstrating the 
absence of  will. Compare this to the Moon 
Illusion, in which we judge the Moon to 
be much larger when it is at the horizon 
than when it is higher in the night sky – we 
don’t conclude that the Moon doesn’t exist 
simply because we overestimate its size in 
certain cases.
So what gives?
The ultimate source of  this trend is an old-
fashioned worldview. Most agree that the 
predictive power of  science reveals a Uni-
verse that can be captured by laws. When 
we make an error in prediction, it is be-
cause we have not yet discovered the right 
law. The old-fashioned worldview is that 
these laws should privilege the microphysi-
cal domain, such that all happenings at the 
macro level – the level at which we experi-
ence the world – are ideally described by 
happenings at the micro level. In this view, 
even if  we cannot provide an account of  
our conscious experience in terms of  elec-
trons, our experience comes down to the 
movement of  electrons.

What’s more, activity at the micro level 
is ultimately deterministic: the movement 
of  electrons that account for our conscious 
experience right now comes down to the 
movement of  electrons a moment before, 
and the movement of  electrons a moment 
before comes down to … the movement 
of  electrons at the very beginning of  the 
Universe. There is no accounting for true 
indeterminism in this view, nor for effects 
of  scale. There is no room for autonomy 
or free will (or, at least, one way of  think-
ing about free will), since all microphysical 
events have already been accounted for by 
prior microphysical events.

Yet, another worldview is now emerg-
ing that emphasises nonlinear dynamics 
and complex systems. Importantly, this 
worldview sets aside the assumptions of  
reductionism and micro-level determin-
ism. In this vein, neuroscientists have be-
gun to argue that the brain’s causal power 
cannot be reduced to small-scale brain ac-
tivity. This provides room for a substantive 
self, with its own powers and properties, 
distinct from those of  individual neurons 
or mere collections of  neurons. (Note that 
whether it is truly a causal power or some 
other power, such as what the philosopher 
Carl Gillet calls ‘machretic determination’, 
is a complex question that I won’t be an-
swering here.)

So what is a substantive self ? It is obvi-
ous that to be a substantive self, one must 
have identifiable traits, separable from oth-
ers – that is just what it means to be a self. 
But what are these identifiable traits? A 
common suggestion is to think of  the self  
as identical to the body, since one’s body 
is (typically) separable from other bodies. 
But this won’t work as a complete account 
of  the self  because many bodily behaviours 
don’t belong to the self  (eg, accidents and 
reflexes). In such cases, intention is used 
to identify the role of  a self. So a better ac-
count of  the self  would define it in terms 
of  its intentions – its interests, goals, de-
sires and needs. These are central to a self.

So far, Dennett would likely nod in 
agreement – we all certainly have interests, 
goals, desires and needs. The controversial 
part is this: in my view, the collection of  our 
interests, goals, desires and needs has a sta-
tus independent of  both its microphysical 
underpinnings and its microphysical past. 
This idea is derived from observations of  
human behaviour. Just about everyone has 
had the experience of  speaking to someone 
who is responding, but ‘not really listen-
ing’. We easily distinguish behaviour that 
is automatic, such as a reflexive verbal re-
sponse, from behaviour that is controlled. 
The difference between these forms of  be-
haviour is that controlled behaviour takes 

account of  a broader spectrum of  interests. 
So there is a difference between a mere col-
lection of  interests, one of  which is domi-
nant at any one time, and a collection of  
interests that flexibly determines which in-
terest is dominant. In the latter case, there 
is an entity present that is not present in the 
former case – the full set of  interests.

This understanding of  the self  can ac-
count for the process of  attention. As men-
tioned above, attention is informed both by 
your current task and by new stimuli that 
might appear. ‘Top-down attention’ refers 
to your ability to direct and maintain focus 
according to your current goals and inter-
ests, whereas ‘bottom-up’ attention directs 
your focus to new and different stimuli. 
Your top-down attention might help you to 
focus on this article, while your bottom-up 
attention might urge you to focus on a con-
versation nearby. In the cognitive sciences, 
these are treated as separable, interacting 
processes. So what accounts for your abil-
ity to balance these forces? How are you 
able to stay on task and resist the pull of  
new and interesting stimuli, such as the 
conversation nearby? In my view, the de-
termination of  whether and when to stay 
focused on a current task versus switching 
focus to a new stimulus is best explained 
as directed by a substantive self. This is be-
cause the substantive self  is more than the 
current task, incorporating the organism’s 
full set of  interests. So the substantive self  
will be best able to balance the current task 
with other potential interests.

That’s why, instead of  seeing our be-
haviour as determined by our interests, 
and our interests as determined by a mix 
of  genes and environment, I see it this way: 
our behaviour is determined by the self, or 
our full set of  interests working together, 
which is not determined by the individual 
interests or the mere sum of  those individ-
ual interests. In other words, it is not just 
your love of  udon, poetry or tiger lilies that 
makes you a self  – it is the collection of  
these and other interests, all working to-
gether to guide your behaviour.

Specifically, a collection of  interests 
becomes a substantive self  at the moment 
it exerts control over its component inter-
ests. The need for such control comes from 
constraints faced by the collection that are 
not faced by its components – the competi-
tion for resources that are shared across the 
components. The resolution of  this compe-
tition is attention. So, in my view, the self  
comes into being with the first act of  atten-
tion, or the first time attention favours one 
interest over another. This will occur when 
we have multiple interests, two or more of  
which are in conflict. At the very moment 
attention resolves such a conflict, the self  
is born.

This view of  the substantive self  need 
not fall prey to the ‘homunculus fallacy’, 
in which we explain a phenomenon by 
introducing a homunculus, which then 
must also be explained by introducing a 
new homunculus, and so on. Instead, my 
understanding of  a substantive self  is as a 
physically realised emergent phenomenon 
– it is made up of  parts but it has a property 
that goes beyond the sum of  its parts, in 
that it has some degree of  power or control 
over its parts. This power might be simply 
to increase the influence of  some parts (eg, 
goals or interests) at the expense of  others, 
in keeping with the needs and capacities of  
the whole.

Further, this substantive self  can ex-
ist even if  our experience of  the self  is a 
construct. We might not be able to directly 
experience the substantive self, as the phi-
losopher Jesse Prinz argues. In that case, 
our experience of  the self  could actually 
be a model of  the self  that we have con-
structed based on what we infer to be its 
role. The neuroscientist Michael Graziano 
argues that all of  our experiences depend 
on a model in the brain. In that case, we 
would expect our experience of  the self  to 
depend on such a model, even if  the self  
is more than a mere model. And, like all 
models, our experience of  the self  might 
sometimes get it wrong, leading to the il-
lusions of  control detected by Wegner and 
others. (Another explanation of  these il-
lusions is that they derive from errors in 
judgment, rather than experience. That is, 
our ability to accurately describe our own 
experience, rather than our experience it-
self, might be to blame.)

Importantly, this view of  the self  ac-
counts for one aspect of  self-forming ac-

tions left unexplained by merely construct-
ed selves. Recall that self-forming actions 
are both formed by the self  and form the 
self. The Frostian Concern allows us to 
see how agents later explain their actions 
to themselves by constructing a narrative, 
and how the self  might be no more than 
the centre of  that narrative. So this ex-
plains how self-forming actions can come 
to form the ‘self ’ without the existence of  
a substantive self. But this view of  the self  
would not account for Kane’s contention 
that it is the self  that drives the conflict in 
the first place, through effort – for Kane, it 
is by effortfully attending to two conflict-
ing options at the same time that the self  
provides space for indeterminism. It might 
be an illusion that our attention in such 
matters is (at least in part) up to us, but we 
have another, I think better, option: it’s not 
an illusion, because attention is controlled 
(at least in part) by a substantive self.
Our interests, goals, desires and needs interact 
with one another much like birds interact in a 

f lock
Yet, my view is not committed to Kane’s 

idea that a self  exists only if  it takes part in 
these indeterministic self-forming actions. 
In my picture, which might be closer to that 
of  the philosopher Timothy O’Connor, the 
self  is created the moment attention is first 
active, regardless of  whether that moment 
is brought about through deterministic or 
indeterministic processes. What provides 
space for the self  is not indeterminism. 
Instead, the self  has a status independent 
of  microphysical particles, both past and 
present, because it is an emergent entity 
that has powers beyond those of  its parts, 
and so cannot be reduced to those parts. 
Further, it has a status independent of  oth-
er macro-level objects because it depends 
on the grouping of  physically bounded mi-
crophysical particles, and that grouping is 
unique to that living organism.

I came to this view – that attention 
comes about due to the interaction be-
tween our interests and the resources 
shared by those interests as a whole – by 
thinking about flocking behaviour. That 
is, our interests, goals, desires and needs 
interact with one another much like birds 
interact in a flock. Yet, birds also interact 
with the shared environment of  that flock 
(eg, gusts of  wind), which provides special 
constraints to the flock as a whole. The 
interactions of  the flock with its environ-
ment can create beautiful patterns, known 
to bird watchers as ‘murmurations’. Simi-
larly, the interactions of  our interests and 
the resources shared by those interests can 
result in real, observable patterns. These 
patterns reflect the enhancement of  some 
interests at the cost of  others. That is, our 
interests, as a group, lead to changes in our 
interests, as members of  that group.

How might this work in the brain? One 
possibility is that it relies on a phenome-
non much like the synchronisation of  met-
ronomes. If  you place several metronomes 
on a table, and start them at different plac-
es, they will eventually synchronise. This 
is because the metronomes share the table, 
in which the various oscillations cumulate 
(ie, forces in opposing directions cancel 
out, unlike forces in the same direction), 
leading to an overall push in a specific di-
rection at a specific time. For neurons, it 
might be a shared electromagnetic field, 
bound by the meninges and skull, rather 
than a shared table, that allows for syn-
chronisation. In this case, the electromag-
netic field would be a resource shared by 
the neurons, and patterns of  synchronisa-
tion within that field would reflect the divi-
sion of  this resource based on the whole set 
of  neurons.

This is a mere ‘how is it possible’ ac-
count of  the substantive self, and over time 
it might be shown to be inconsistent with 
either reason or empirical evidence. Yet, 
at this time, no reason or evidence exists 
that I know of  that would counsel against 
this account. Further, a substantive self, as 
described here, would help to make sense 
of  certain features of  attention, discussed 
above. Thus, I see no reason to reject the 
existence of  a substantive self.

But note that, in my picture, the self  is 
only as strong as its powers of  attention. 
While this might be an uncomfortable 
idea to some, I take it that it is preferable 
to losing the self  altogether. And now, in 
the words of  Galen Strawson, it is your 
move…

I Attend, Therefore I Am
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Property dealer shot dead in UP
Ghaziabad, Dec. 28 (IANS): A property dealer was 
found shot dead in his car in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad 
on Thursday after he got a call and left his office on 
Wednesday, police said. The police said they were 
informed by the family of  45-year-old Farookh, a 
resident of Nahal village, that he had been missing since 
Wednesday evening when he received a call and left 
his office which is right next to the house. The police 
succeeded in tracking his Wagon R car which was found 
parked on the service road of Upper Ganges canal near 
Chitora Bridge. The body was found on the front seat and 
his spectacles some 10 metres away from the car.  “On the 
basis of the family’s statement, his phone calls are being 
screened and the body was sent for postmortem,” said 
Senior Superintendent of Police H.N. Singh.

2 cops suspended in case of killing 
of Dalit woman, nephew 
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 28 (PTI): Two police constables 
were suspended for alleged dereliction of  duty in the 
case of the killing of a Dalit woman and her five-year-
old nephew, officials said today. Senior Superintendent 
of  Police Anant Dev said Tejbir Singh and Jitender 
Kumar were yesterday suspended for dereliction of duty 
in connection with the case of killing of Prachi (22) and 
her nephew, Sandeep, in Luhari Khurd village. Their 
hacked bodies were found on December 20 in sugarcane 
fields in the village, leading to a protest by locals who 
initially refused to hand the bodies over to the police.
On December 25, the police nabbed three accused and 
recovered a sharp-aged weapon which was allegedly used 
in the crime.

Man clones doctor’s Facebook 
account for illegal organ trade 
Gurgaon, Dec. 28 (PTI): An FIR was today registered 
against an unidentified man for allegedly using the name 
of a doctor from a reputed hospital here for illegal organ 
trade. The case was registered following a complaint 
by a neurologist working at the Medanta Hospital who 
claimed that the accused indulged in the illegal practice 
on social media. “Dr Abdul Munim filed a complaint a 
month ago in Sadar police station. He said that he found 
the accused’s profile on Facebook similar to his own 
Facebook account. The doctor said that he came across 
the account in question, when he was chating with his 
friends on the social networking site,” Gurgaon Police 
PRO Ravinder Kumar said. 

Delhi Police ASI commits suicide
New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): A Delhi Police Assistant 
Sub Inspector (ASI) committed suicide by shooting 
himself with his service revolver here, officials said on 
Thursday. The police said the deceased, Ramesh, was 
posted at the Rohini South police station. “After Ramesh 
completed his shift on Wednesday, he went to rest on the 
third floor. He was found dead on Thursday morning 
with a bullet injury on his chest. His service revolver 
was found near him,” Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Rajneesh Gupta said. “We are investigating the matter. 
It is surprising that no one heard the gun shot,” Gupta 
added. Ramesh was a native of Bihar and lived with his 
family at the Police Colony in Narela.

Man arrested for throwing acid on 
two women
Pithoragarh, Dec. 28 (PTI): A spurned lover was 
arrested for allegedly throwing acid on a married 
woman and her relative over a week ago, police said 
today. Guddu was arrested from New Delhi’s Chandni 
Chowk area yesterday by a Pithoragarh Police team, SP, 
Pithoragarh, Ajay Joshi said. Guddu, who hails from 
Pilibhit district of UP and works as a painter in Lohaghat 
town of Champawat district, threw acid on Parveen and 
her relative Nazima on December 19 when the former 
spurned his proposal to marry him as she was already 
married to one Shakir, the SP said. Guddu wanted to 
teach Parveen a lesson but both women got injured as 
they were sitting together in the sun at the time of the 
incident, he said. 

Maoist commits suicide in district 
police barrack
Malkangiri (Odisha), Dec. 28 (PTI): A Maoist, who 
was among the 12 arrested by Malakangiri district 
police on Wednesday, allegedly committed suicide at the 
district police barrack here today. The Maoist, who hails 
from Chandraguda village of the district, had reportedly 
hanged himself inside the latrine of the police barrack, 
superintendent of police Jagmohan Meena said. When 
the arrested Maoists were boarding a police vehicle to 
travel to the court, where they were scheduled to be 
produced, the man went to the toilet. Some time later 
his body was found hanging in the toilet, the SP said. 
The rebel’s body was handed over to his family after 
post mortem and an officer of  the rank of  a deputy 
superintendent of police of the Human Rights Protection 
Cell (HRPC) has been asked to probe the incident. 

Engineering student strangulates 
mother to death, burns body 
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec. 28 (PTI): A 22-year-old 
engineering student was today arrested for allegedly 
strangulating to death his mother and later burning 
her body in his house compound here, police said. 
The arrested Akshay has confessed to the crime which 
occurred on Christmas day, district police chief S Prakash 
said. Akshay suspected that his mother was involved in 
an illicit relationship, the police official said. He was also 
upset that his mother had refused to give him money 
for his fees, he said. The 50-year-old woman Deepa 
Ashokan, an LIC agent, was living in the house along 
with her son, while her husband was in Muscat and also 
a daughter abroad. A DNA test had confirmed that the 
body was that of Deepa. Akshay burnt the body using 
kerosene at the place where his mother used to dispose 
garbage by burning and later informed the police that his 
mother was missing since Tuesday.

MP farmer commits suicide in 
CM’s home district
Sehore (Madhya Pradesh), Dec. 28 (IANS): Depressed 
over his debts, a farmer in Madhya Pradesh Chief  
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s home district Sehore 
tried to commit suicide by swallowing pesticides and died 
at a Bhopal hospital on Tuesday night, his family said on 
Wednesday. Police however said that Harji Kishenlal had 
died after accidentally sniffing the pesticide. Kishenlal, a 
resident of Arya village in the district, had swallowed the 
pesticides on December 22 and was subsequently taken 
to the Hamidia Hospital in Bhopal where he succumbed. 
According to his family, he had to repay loans of around 
Rs 2 lakh, including Rs 90,000 to private money-lenders.
Meanwhile, Icchavar police station Inspector M.R. 
Khan said Kishenlal’s death was accidental as doctors 
confirmed that its cause was sniffing, not swallowing the 
pesticides. 

NCP smells Rs 40,000 cr scam in 
‘revised’ costs of irrigation projects

Pakistan has insulted 130 cr 
Indians — Azad on Jadhav

Methanol to cut India’s oil 
import bill by 30%— Gadkari

Rose Valley case: ED searches yield 
Rs 40 cr-worth precious stones, gold

AIADMK cracks whip against Dhinakaran supporters

Sonia cycles during ‘de-stress’ vacation in Goa

Hyderabad boards metro rail, Ivanka Trump hogs limelight 

M u m b a i ,  D e c .  2 8 
(IANS):  Hint ing at  a 
brewing scam, the Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) on Thursday asked 
Maharashtra Chief  Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis to 
“explain” the cost revision 
of  Rs 40,000 crore for 307 
irrigation projects in the 
state during the past three 
years.

NCP state spokesper-
son Nawab Malik has 
alleged that the Revised 
Administrative Approval 
(RAA) was ostensibly to 
benefit select contractors 
close to the ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party-Shiv Sena 
combine.

Mal ik ’s  a l l ega t ion 
comes a fortnight after 
the state Anti-Corruption 
Bureau lodged four new 
first information reports 
(FIRs) against officials 
and contractors (Decem-
ber 12) in the alleged Rs 
72,000 crore irrigation 
scam perpetrated during 
the erstwhile Congress-
NCP regime, in which the 

needle of  suspicion points 
at various NCP bigwigs.

“The BJP bui l t  up 
an atmosphere of  a so-
called ‘irrigation scam’ 
during the 2014 elections, 
and said the methodol-
ogy of  misappropriation 
was through the RAA. 
They even said the RAA 
was corruption,” Malik 
pointed out.

He said the present 
BJP government itself  
allowed RAAs worth Rs 
40,000 crore for 307 irri-
gation projects in the past 
three years.

“We are not saying 
this is corruption. But 
how could the costs es-
calate so much in such 
a short time? The gov-
ernment, especially CM 
Fadnavis need to explain 
this,” Malik demanded.

He accused the rul-
ing party of  changing the 
names of  the former Ac-
celerated Irrigation Ben-
efit Programme to (now) 
‘Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojana (PMK-

SY)’ and hiking the cost 
of  the Gosikhurd Project 
from Rs 20,000 crore to 
Rs 32,000 crore.

“The state asked the 
Centre to bear Rs 12,000 
crore as grant to the state, 
but the Centre rejected it 
on grounds of  cost-esca-
lation. The state said that 
it had financed the project 
through NABARD, so the 
government must clarify 
whether this is a ‘scam’ or 
not,” Malik added.

Dropping hints with-
out revealing names, he 
said the project cost was 
hiked mainly to benefit 
some contractors, some of  
whom are in the “Mahar-
ashtra Legislative Council 
and a few in Parliament”.

Rejecting the BJP’s 
earlier allegations, Malik 
said in past 52 years be-
fore BJP came to power 
(in 2014), Rs 42,000 crore 
were spent on irrigation 
projects in the state, but 
the BJP created an im-
pression that corruption 
of  Rs 70,000 crore took 

place through RAA.
“In the same manner, 

for the cost escalations of  
Rs 40,000 crore permitted 
by the BJP government 
through RAA, the BJP 
can also be blamed of  
corruption. The CM must 
give an explanation on 
this issue,” Malik said.

Training guns on the 
upcoming Mumbai-Nag-
pur Super Communica-
tion Expressway, he said 
the government has given 
a clean-chit to bureaucrat 
Radheshyam Mopalwar, 
who was accused of  graft 
and was reinstated af-
ter 145 days ‘compulsory 
leave’ on December 26.

“This expressway is 
also one mega-scam in 
which some bureaucrats 
and BJP leaders are in-
volved. In three years, 
at least 18 ministers and 
officials were accused of  
graft, but all got ‘clean 
chits’ from the CM. We 
fear injustice to farmers 
since the CM is shielding 
the corrupt,” Malik said.

Hyderabad, Dec. 28 (PTI): Hy-
derabad boarded the metro rail 
map of  India in 2017, during 
which the Telangana capital also 
grabbed headlines by hosting a 
high-profile summit where US 
President Donald Trump’s daugh-
ter and adviser Ivanka hogged the 
limelight.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the 30-km 
stretch of the metro rail project on 
November 28 between Miyapur 
and Nagole, which was a huge 
relief  to the city’s residents facing 
traffic woes.

Covering a total distance of  
around 72 km across three cor-
ridors, it is the world’s largest 
public private partnership project 
in the metro sector, according to 
the L&T Metro Rail, Hyderabad, 
the concessionaire for the metro 
rail project.

On the same day, Modi also in-
augurated the 8th edition of Global 
Entrepreneurship Summit (GES), 
jointly hosted by NITI Ayog and 
the US government.

The summit, hosted for the first 
time in South Asia, was addressed 
by Modi and Ivanka, who led the 
US delegation.

The event was held on the 
theme ‘Women First, Prosperity 
for All’ to celebrate entrepreneurial 
spirit.

At the GES, the Telangana 
government announced a move 
to set up an exclusive innovation 
hub called WE-Hub to encourage 
women entrepreneurs.

During the year, the Telangana 
government organised the World 
Telugu Conference, the first in the 
state after the bifurcation of undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh.

Renowned Telugu litterateur, 
film lyricist and Jnanpith award 
winner C Narayana Reddy, who 
hails from Telangana, passed away 
during the year.

Politically, it was a smooth 
sailing for the TRS government 
which is now focused on comple-
tion of  its ambitious irrigation 
projects like Kaleshwaram and 
implementation of  various wel-

fare schemes like social security 
pensions.

One of  the significant politi-
cal developments was the switch 
over of  fire-brand TDP leader A 
Revanth Reddy to the Congress.

Reddy, MLA and Working 
President of TDP’s Telangana unit, 
is expected to give a much-needed 
boost to the main opposition Con-
gress which is on a weak wicket.

The TDP’s Telangana unit 
finds itself heavily depleted.

The TDP had won 15 assembly 
seats in the 2014 Legislative As-
sembly elections but the party is 
now left with only two MLAs as 
all others had switched loyalties.

The opposition BJP is mak-
ing efforts to increase its strength 
in Telangana and party chief  
Amit Shah had toured the state 
for three days in May as part of  
the plans.

The opposition Congress and 
the BJP found fault with Chief  
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao’s 
proposal to build a new secretariat 
complex, describing it as a waste 

of  public money, but the latter 
defended the idea saying that the 
existing buildings do not even meet 
fire safety standards.

State IT Minister K T Rama 
Rao had said the Telangana Fiber 
Grid (T-Fiber) project, aimed at 
providing Internet connection to 
every household in Telangana, 
would be completed by mid-
2018.

The optical fiber cables are 
laid along with pipelines of Mis-
sion Bhagiratha, the state govern-
ment s flagship programme to 
provide safe drinking water to 
every household.

During the year, the Telan-
gana Legislature passed the Bill 
enhancing the reservations for 
Muslims and Scheduled Tribes 
(ST) to 12 per cent and 10 per cent 
respectively for admission into 
educational institutions and for the 
State services.

Top Maoist leader Ginugu 
Narsimha Reddy alias Jampanna, 
a member of  CPI (Maoist) Cen-
tral Committee, had surrendered 

before police in the last week of  
December.

In the sports arena, star shut-
tlers P V Sindhu and Kidambi Sri-
kanth, who train at the Gopichand 
badminton academy here, scaled 
new heights.

If Sindhu cemented her place 
among the world’s best with three 
titles and three silvers, Srikanth 
exceeded all expectations with four 
titles and a runners-up finish to join 
the big league in a truly remarkable 
season.

The year also saw seasoned 
Saina Nehwal returning to action 
to clinch the Malaysia Masters 
Grand Prix Gold early in the 
year. She gave ample proof of her 
progress by bagging a bronze at the 
World Championship.

Saina also notched up an in-
credible win over Sindhu at the 
finals of the Senior Nationals, but 
the 27-year-old’s fitness remained a 
concern and she decided to reunite 
with her long-time mentor Gop-
ichand after spending three years 
under Vimal Kumar.

PTI

Former Congress President Sonia Gandhi cycles while holidaying in 
Goa on Tuesday following Christmas.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  28 
(IANS): Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Thursday said the treatment 
meted out by the Pakistani 
authorities to alleged Indian 
spy Kulbhushan Jadhav’s 
wife and mother was “an 
insult to 130 crore Indians”.

“The misbehaviour of  
Pakistan with the wife and 
the mother of  Kulbhushan 
Jadhav was misbehaviour 
with all 130 crore Indians. 

“Regardless of political 
differences, when it comes 
to the country’s dignity and 
another country misbehaves 
with our mothers and sisters, 
it will not be tolerated,” said 
Azad.  The Leader of  Op-
position in the Rajya Sabha, 
Azad, also said Pakistan 
must take responsibility of  
Jadhav’s life as he was in 
their custody.

The Congress leader 
said that he wanted to say 
a lot of things but could not 
since the government has 
cautioned him as it might 
risk the process of ensuring 
Jadhav’s freedom, who is on 
death row in Pakistan over 
espionage charges.

“The false allegations 

that Pakistan has levelled 
against Jadhav can become 
more problematic if  we 
make too much noise. 

Other opposition mem-
bers also supported the 
government over the issue 
after Sushma Swaraj made 
a detailed statement on how 
the Pakistani authorities 
had mistreated Jadhav’s 
wife Chetankul and mother 
Avanti when they went to 
meet him in Islamabad on 
December 25.

“We condemn such 
shameful behaviour by Pa-
kistan and will not take it 
silently. We will expose Pa-
kistan’s utterly disgusting 
behaviour,” Sushma Swaraj 
said. Trinamool Congress’ 
Derek O’Brien said: “We 
are in complete agreement 
with every word of what the 
Minister said. We stand by 
the statement and support 
the government on this.”

Later, all parties en-
dorsed Sushma Swaraj’s 
statement and extended their 
support to the government.

Jadhav’s mother and 
wife met him in Islamabad 
on Monday after 22 months, 
since his arrest by Pakistan. 

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): The gov-
ernment is contemplating a ‘Methanol 
Economy Fund’ to promote indigenously-
produced methanol that could substitute 
10 per cent of  India’s crude oil imports 
by 2030, thereby reducing its fuel bill by 
around 30 per cent, Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said on 
Thursday.

Making a statement on methanol in Lok 
Sabha, Gadkari said the final roadmap for 
‘Methanol Economy’ being worked out by 
NITI Aaayog was targeting an annual reduc-
tion of $100 billion by 2030 in crude imports. 

“To promote this renewable, alternate 
fuel, a ‘Methanol Economy Fund’ is also 
being contemplated. A cabinet note on 
methanol in inland waterways and marine 
sector and overall adaptation of Methanol 
Economy will be moved shortly,” a state-
ment quoted Gadkari said.

He said the NITI Aayog’s roadmap -- 
that aims to substitute 10 per cent of crude 
imports by 2030 by methanol alone -- would 
require approximately 30 million tonnes of  
methanol. 

“Methanol and dimethyl ether are sub-
stantially cheaper than petrol and diesel and 
India can look to reduce its fuel bill by 30 per 
cent by 2030.”

He said the indigenous fuel, at a cost of  
approximately Rs 19 a litre, would be at least 
30 per cent cheaper than any available fuel. 

“At least 20 per cent diesel consumption 
can be reduced in next five to seven years and 
will result in a savings of Rs 26,000 crore an-
nually. Rs 6,000 crore can be annually saved 
from reduced bill in LPG in the next three 
years itself. 

“The methanol blending programme 
with gasoline will further reduce our fuel bill 
by at least Rs 5,000 crore annually in next 
three years,” the statement said.

India needs around 2,900 crore litres 
of petrol and 9,000 crore litres of diesel per 
year with an import bill on account of crude 
standing at almost Rs 6 lakh crore.

Methanol is a clean burning drop-in fuel 
which can replace both petrol and diesel in 
transportation; and LPG, wood and kero-
sene in cooking fuel. It can also replace diesel 
in railways, marine sector, gensets, power 
generation. 

It can be produced from natural gas, 
Indian high ash coal, bio-mass, and stranded 
and flared gases. As per the plan prepared 
by NITI Aayog, using Indian high ash 
coal, stranded gas, and biomass, India can 
produce 20 million tonnes of methanol an-
nually by 2025. 

“India, with 125 billion tonnes of proven 
coal reserves and 500 million tones of  
biomass generated every year, and the huge 
quantities of stranded and flared gases, has 
a huge potential for ensuring energy security 
based on alternate feedstock and fuels.” 

Kolkata, Dec. 28 (IANS): The 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
on Thursday claimed it has found 
incriminating documents, gold 
ornaments and precious stones 
worth Rs 40 crore during searches 
at showrooms of  Adrija Gold 
Corporation in connection with 
the Rose Valley chit fund case.

“ED recovers and seizes in-
criminating documents, 72 kg of  
22 carat and 18 kg of 18 carat gold 
ornaments, diamonds and pre-
cious stones valued at Rs 40 crore 
during searches at M/s Adrija 
Gold Corporation Ltd. in connec-
tion with Rose Valley case,” the 
agency said in a tweet.

The agency launched search 
operations -- which lasted over 26 
hours -- across three showrooms 
of the jewellery company that had 
allegedly obtained long-term loans 
from various Rose Valley Group 
firms owned by chit fund scam 
accused Gautam Kundu.

The agency has been probing 
the diversion of  funds from the 
Rose Valley Group’s deposit tak-
ing companies.

According to the agency’s offi-
cial, the Directorate focused on the 
jewellery company as it appeared 
to be one of the channels through 
which funds were routed from 
Rose Valley Group’s main firms.

In 2016, in the Rose Valley chit 
fund scam case, the Enforcement 
Directorate had attached assets 
of  the company, including eight 
hotels and 12 high-end cars, carry-
ing a face value of Rs 1,250 crore.

Thousands of  people were 
allegedly cheated in West Bengal, 
Odisha and in some northeastern 
states in the chit fund scam.

Under the provisions of  the 
Prevention of  Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), the agency had 
registered an FIR against the com-
pany and its Chairman Gautam 
Kundu in 2014.

Chennai/Bengaluru, Dec. 28 
(PTI): The ruling AIADMK to-
day continued to crack the whip 
on supporters of rebel leader T T 
V Dhinakaran post its R K Nagar 
bypoll defeat, expelling 44 of them 
and relieving two others from party 
posts.

Reacting to the crackdown on 
his loyalists, Dhinakaran said they 
had “no authority” to act against 
them. AIADMK coordinator O 
Panneerselvam and co-coordinator 
K Palaniswami announced “re-
moving” 44 functionaries from the 
party’s primary membership.

Those who faced the action 
included R Samy, a former MLA 
from Melur in Madurai and a 
staunch Dhinakaran supporter.

In a joint statement, Panneer-
selvam and Palaniswami named 
the functionaries, holding various 
posts including membership to the 
powerful decision making general 
council and covering the AIAD-
MK units in Madurai, Villupuram, 
Dharmapuri, Tiruchirappalli and 
Perambalur, among others.

They were being “removed” 
since they went against the party’s 
principles and brought “disrepute” 
to the AIADMK, they said in the 
statement. Panneerselvam and 
Palaniswami “relieved” two others 
from party posts in Puthukottai and 
Vellore districts. Responding to the 
action, Dhinakaran said “this is not 
a big issue at all.” 

“It is only Palaniswami and 
Panneerselvam and co who have 
betrayed the party. Only they 
should be expelled by us. Only the 
general secretary can expel (func-
tionaries),” he said in an apparent 
reference to deposed party leader 
V K Sasikala.

Following the death of  AI-
ADMK supremo and then chief  
minister J Jayalalithaa in December 
last year, Sasikala was appointed 
party’s interim general secretary.

After a patch-up between rival 
camps headed by Palaniswami and 
Panneerselvam, a party general 
council headed by them in Sep-
tember this year had annulled her 
appointment.

However, Dhinakaran and 
his supporters continue describ-
ing her as the “AIADMK general 
secretary.”  Palaniswami and Pan-
neerselvam “have no authority” to 
expel people from AIADMK, he 
told reporters at Bengaluru.

Stung by the R K Nagar bypoll 
defeat, the ruling camp on Decem-
ber 25 had cracked the whip against 
nine party functionaries.

The two leaders had then 
sacked four of Dhinakaran’s aides 
as district secretaries, while expel-
ling five others. Dhinakaran won 
the December 21 RK Nagar bypoll 
defeating the ruling AIADMK’s 
candidate E Madhusudhanan by 
a thumping margin of over 40,000 
votes.  The bypoll, necessitated due 
to the death of  Jayalalithaa who 
was the sitting MLA, was seen as 
a litmus test for the 20-month-old 
AIADMK government.

He had earlier lost his battle 
for the party symbol ‘Two Leaves’ 
to the Palaniswami-led camp and 
contested the election on pressure 
cooker symbol.

Panaji, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Days after relinquishing 
Congress affairs to her son, 
former party chief  Sonia 
Gandhi is on a “de-stress” 
vacation in Goa, and an im-
age of her cycling at a resort 
here has created waves on 
the social media.

Sonia Gandhi, who ar-
rived here after Christmas, 
is likely to stay here till early 
January, after ringing in the 
New Year. This is her third 
vacation in Goa this year.

The 71-year-old leader 
-- who guided the destiny 
of the Indian National Con-
gress for 19 years - took time 
off to enjoy riding a bicycle 
on the seafacing lawns of  
five-star resort-hotel, The 
Leela Goa, in Varca, a 
sleepy village in south Goa, 
surprising the hotel’s guests, 
staffers and outsiders.

Attired in a long white 
kurta and dark leggings, 
she smiled warmly as some 
guests requested her for pic-
tures and others posed for 
selfies beside her, and chat-
ted with locals and foreign-
ers. Though some reports 
speculate that Sonia Gandhi 
has come with some close 
friends, this could not be 

officially confirmed from 
either the party in Goa or 
New Delhi.

“Some pictures make 
you happy. This is one of  
them,” said Bollywood 
actor-producer Riteish 
Deshmukh, who uploaded 
a picture on his Facebook 
account of  Sonia cycling 
and wished her “happiness 
and best of health”.

Many on social media 
even commented that for a 
change, it was Sonia and not 
Rahul whose vacation is in 
the limelight and while most 
“liked” it, some also smirked 
at her pictures.

When contacted, Goa 
Pradesh Congress President 
Shantaram Naik told IANS 
he was “not aware of  her 
visit, since it was private, and 
she could not be disturbed at 
all for anything”.

Incidentally, Rahul Gan-
dhi addressed the 133rd 
Congress Foundation Day 
in New Delhi on Thursday 
for the first time as Congress 
President.

In the past, Rahul Gan-
dhi had raked up contro-
versies for his “vacations” 
abroad and critics had even 
labelled him a “part-time” 
politician.



Kabul, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
At least 40 people were 
killed and over 30 injured 
on Thursday in a suicide at-
tack inside a cultural centre 
here, the Interior Ministry 
has confirmed. The explo-
sion took place around 10.30 
a.m. in the Qala-e-Nazar 
area, Nasrat Rahimi, the 
ministry spokesman told Efe 
news, adding that the victims 
included women and chil-
dren. Rahimi said the build-
ing where the attack took 
place also houses the office 
of  the Sada-E-Afghanistan 
(Afghan Voice) news agency 
and a mosque.

A ministry official told 
the BBC that the suicide 
blast was followed by two 
other explosions in the area.

The attack has not yet 
been claimed by any in-
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Arab Parliament to block Israeli 
bid for UNSC seat
Cairo, Dec. 28 (IANS): The Arab Parliament has 
completed a draft proposal to block Israels bid for a 
non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council for 
the 2019-2020 term. The proposal will be submitted 
to a general meeting of  the Arab Parliament 
scheduled for Thursday in order to adopt it, WAM 
cited a report in the Bahrain News Agency as saying.  
The Palestine Committee in the Arab Parliament 
also discussed other issues including US recognition 
of  Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and Israeli settlement 
activities in the occupied Palestinian areas as well 
as Israeli detention of  Palestinian minors. It called 
on the head of  the Arab Parliament to follow up on 
Israeli violations against the Palestinian people with 
the UN Secretary General and the Office of  the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights.

38 IS suspects detained in Turkey
Ankara, Dec. 28 (IANS):  Turkish police on 
Thursday detained at least 38 people over their 
suspected links to the Islamic State (IS) terror group 
in the city of  Bursa. Counter-terrorism units launched 
simultaneous operations in various areas in Bursa 
earlier in the day, reports Xinhua news agency. 
Turkey has lately tightened operations against IS 
suspects while stepping up security measures across 
the country as the New Year is approaching.  Twelve 
suspects, who were allegedly planning to carry out 
lone-wolf  attacks during New Year celebrations 
by using vehicles and knives, were captured in the 
southern province of  Adana on Tuesday. Abdulkadir 
Masharipov, an Uzbek national, shot dead 39 people 
at Istanbul’s Reina nightclub on New Year’s Eve last 
year. The IS claimed responsibility.

10 injured in St. Petersburg blast
St. Petersburg, Dec. 28 (IANS): At least 10 people 
were injured in a blast inside a shop in Russia’s 
second largest city, St. Petersburg, the media 
reported. According to emergency services sources, 
an unidentified device exploded in a shop, which 
prompted the evacuation of  at least 50 people, 
Sputnik news agency reported. Preliminary data 
shows that an explosive device found at the scene 
contained 200 grams of  TNT, CNN reported citing 
RIA news agency.  The device was inside a locker at 
a chain supermarket called Perekrestok, located in 
an entertainment complex. The Russian Investigative 
Committee’s spokeswoman Svetlana Petrenko told 
Sputnik that investigators would verify all possible 
causes of  the explosion. Police, bomb-disposal 
experts and rescuers have arrived at the scene. There 
has been no fire as a result of  the explosion, and 
the building has not been damaged much, informed 
sources said. “At the moment the store is closed, 
buyers and staff  have been evacuated. Special services 
are working at the scene. The Russian Investigative 
Committee launched a criminal investigation after the 
explosion, while its head, Alexander Bastrykin, has 
departed for St. Petersburg in order to examine the 
circumstances of  the blast. 

Over 1 lakh illegal immigrants 
arrested in US in 2017
New York, Dec. 28 (IANS): The US authorities 
have arrested 143,470 illegal immigrants this year, 
according to a latest report. US Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement said in its annual report that 
it has made 143,470 administrative arrests in fiscal 
year 2017, increasing 30 per cent Year-on-Year, 
Xinhua news agency reported on Wednesday. An 
administrative arrest is the arrest of  an alien for a 
civil violation of  the immigration laws, which is 
subsequently adjudicated by an immigration judge or 
through other administrative processes. Of  the total 
arrests, 110,568 occurred after January 20, which is 
a 42 per cent increase over the same time period last 
year, according to the report. US President Donald 
Trump took the oath of  office on January 20 this year. 
On January 25, Trump issued an executive order to set 
forth the Administration’s immigration enforcement 
and removal priorities.Trump’s controversial policies 
to put a travel ban on citizens of  some Muslim-
majority nations, scrap the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program shielding immigrants 
who came to the country illegally as children from 
deportation, and withdraw from the global migration 
compact, a United Nation-led process toward safe, 
orderly and regular migration, have ignited protests 
across the country. 

Convicts escape from Berlin 
prison through hole in wall
Berlin, Dec. 28 (IANS): The Berlin police on 
Thursday launched a search operation for four 
convicts who escaped from a local prison through 
a hole in the wall. According to the city authorities, 
the four prisoners had been behaving normally in the 
morning at a Plotzensee prison workshop but escaped 
shortly after through a 30 by 120 centimetre (1x4 feet) 
hole made in the ventilation system. Authorities did 
not specify what tools were used to create the gap 
nor whether they received outside help, Efe news 
reported.  Cut cables, construction material and 
clothes could be seen outside the hole in the prison’s 
outer wall.Police deployed a large contingent to try 
to find the escaped prisoners, whose identity was not 
made public. 

surgent group. The Tali-
ban have issued a statement 
saying that they were not 
involved. According to one 
survivor, social activists had 
gathered at the centre for a 
meeting when the blast oc-
curred, reports Tolo News. 

The police have said that 
there were at least three sui-
cide bombers who also used 
grenades in the attack.  The 
toll was likely to increase as 
many of the injured were in 
critical condition. 

On Monday, eight peo-
ple were killed and two 
injured in a suicide bomb 
attack near an office of the 
National Directorate of Se-
curity (NDS) in the capital 
city’s Shashdarken neigh-
bourhood.The Islamic State 
had claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

Harare, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Zimbabwe’s former Army 
commander Constanti-
no Chiwenga, who led a 
military takeover that saw 
former President Robert 
Mugabe ousted, was sworn 
in on Thursday as one of the 

southern African country’s 
Vice Presidents.

Chiwenga was sworn 
into office as joint Vice 
President alongside former 
Minister of National Secu-
rity Kembo Mohadi, who 
following the takeover in 

Seoul, Dec. 28 (IANS): South Ko-
rean President Moon Jae-in said on 
Thursday that the wartime sexual slav-
ery issue of “comfort women” cannot 
be resolved by a 2015 agreement with 
Japan after a government panel said it 
failed the victims.

Moon’s comments came a day 
after Seoul’s Foreign Ministry con-
firmed a secret deal in the 2015 agree-
ment, Xinhua news agency reported.

The government in Seoul in 2015 
under impeached President Park 
Geun-hye made the deal with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe over the South 
Korean victims, who were forced into 
sexual servitude for Japanese military 
brothels during World War II.

The South Korean government-
appointed panel on Wednesday 
faulted the “final and irreversible” 
deal, giving Moon the potential op-
portunity to change or even scrap the 
agreement.

In the deal, Japan expressed re-
sponsibility and made a new apology 
promising a $8.3 million-compensa-
tion. In return, Seoul promised not to 
criticise Tokyo on the issue again, a 
New York Times report said.

After eight rounds of  secretive 

high-level negotiations, when the 
pact was announced, parts of it were 
not made public, including Tokyo’s 
demand that Seoul would not use the 
term “sexual slaves,” the panel said.

Instead they would be referred to 
as “victims of comfort stations of the 
Japanese military,” it said.

Seoul said on Thursday it would 
not take a final call without consulting 
the surviving victims and families of  
those who died.

Tokyo also warned that any at-
tempt to revise the agreement would 
be “unacceptable” and affect relations.

The legacy of  sexual slavery re-
mains one of  the most intractable 
disputes resulting from Japan’s colo-
nisation of  Korea from 1910 to its 
World War II defeat in 1945.Tens of  
thousands of women, many of them 
Korean, were lured or coerced to work 
in brothels catering to the Japanese 
Army from the early 1930s until 1945. 

The Korean women who survived 
the war lived mostly in silence due 
to the stigma associated, and many 
never married.  A total of 238 women 
have come forward in South Korea 
since the early 1990s, of whom 36 are 
still alive.

I s l a m a b a d ,  D e c.  2 8 
(IANS): Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto on Wednesday 
branded former President 
Pervez Musharraf  as the 
“killer” of his mother Bena-
zir Bhutto as the country 
observed her 10th death 
anniversary.

Reiterating that he holds 
the man who pulled her 
security rather than the man 
who pulled the trigger re-
sponsible for his mother’s 
death, Bilawal Bhutto raised 
the “Musharraf ’s a mur-
derer!” slogan in front of  
the charged crowd of  PPP 
supporters in Garhi Khuda 
Bakhsh, Dawn online re-
ported. 

Bhutto, the PPP chief  
and a two-time Prime Minis-
ter, was killed along with 21 
people in a gun-and-bomb 
attack outside Rawalpindi’s 
Liaqat Bagh during an elec-
tion rally on December 27, 
2007. 

Earlier, Bilawal Bhutto 
told the BBC in an interview 
that crucial details about the 
assassination of his mother 
were being held back in or-
der to protect the former 
army chief.

He said: “Musharraf  
exploited this entire situation 
to assassinate my mother. 

He purposely sabotaged her 
security so that she would be 
assassinated and taken off  
the scene.”

Bilawal Bhutto said that 
Musharraf, who is in self-
imposed exile in Dubai, had 
directly threatened Bhutto 
and told her that her secu-
rity was based on the state 
of  her relationship with 
him. He claimed that on the 
day of her assassination, the 
security cordon was taken 
off  from her by the former 
military ruler.

The PPP Chairman said 
that he personally holds the 
former President responsible 
for the murder but as he 
doesn’t have any details of  
him giving directions on a 
call or holding a meeting to 
convey any secret message, 
he will not unnecessarily 
blame any state institution.

The Anti-Terrorism 
Court (ATC) in its judgment 
on August 31 had declared 
Musharraf  an absconder 
in the assassination case 
and acquitted five alleged 
operatives of  the outlawed 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) due to lack of  evi-
dence.

Two police officers were 
jailed for 17 years each for 
negligence vis-a-vis Bhutto’s 
security. The court also or-

dered confiscation of Mush-
arraf’s properties.

Bilawal Bhutto added 
that the ATC hearing Bhut-
to’s case ignored the UN in-
vestigation report, ignored 
the government’s inves-
tigation, ignored phone 
call recordings and did not 
take into account DNA 
evidence.

He said the court gave 
a clean chit to the terrorists, 
awarded punishments to the 
police officials involved in 
washing the crime scene but 
also immediately approved 
their bail.

Bilawal Bhutto told the 
PPP supporters that Bena-
zir had been punished for 
propagating democracy 
and for her deep love for 
the people.

“My leader (Benazir), 
you were punished for fight-
ing against dictatorship... 
for fighting for women and 
speaking for the oppressed. 
You were punished for lov-
ing people.”

Bilawal also accused the 
incumbent government of  
undoing his mother’s legacy, 
saying: “They’ve weakened 
the democracy and Par-
liament. Small provinces 
are being isolated from the 
federal government. This is 
a murderous government.”

Beijing, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Worried over “many” of its 
citizens being fined, pros-
ecuted and even imprisoned 
for breaking Indian laws, 
the Chinese government 
has told its people to respect 
local laws and not to go to 
areas restricted to foreigners.

The warning issued by 
the Chinese Embassy in 
New Delhi on Thursday 
comes a day after a media 
report said that a Chinese 
citizen, suspected to be a 
spy, has been detained near 
the India-Myanmar border 

in Manipur.
The notice in Mandarin 

advises Chinese not go to the 
areas restricted to foreigners 
without the government’s 
permission. 

A 55-year-old Chinese 
national, identified as Qin 
Min Xiv Xiang 55, was 
nabbed a few days ago 
from a place near Moreh 
along the Myanmar border 
in Manipur’s Tengnoupal 
district.

He was in possession of  
Chinese, Vietnamese and 
Myanmarese documents 

and foreign currencies. A 
pen drive and a compass 
were recovered from him.

“Do not buy, do not 
hold or carry ivory, rhinoc-
eros horn and other contra-
bands,” the warning says. 
It also warns them against 
overstaying visas or work-
ing without a legal permit 
in India. 

The embassy said al-
though it was there to safe-
guard the personal safety of  
Chinese citizens, it “cannot 
shield or condone the crime 
committed by them”.

Aden, Dec. 28 (PTI/AFP): Saudi-led air 
strikes killed 14 civilians in a village market 
near Yemen’s battleground third city Taez 
as a nearly three-year bombing campaign 
intensified, an official and medics said today.

The Tuesday strikes also killed 11 rebel 
fighters and wounded 16 civilians, a local of-
ficial loyal to the Saudi- backed government 
told AFP.

The official, who asked not to be identi-
fied, said the strikes were intended as air sup-
port for a local revolt against the Huthi rebels 
in the village of  Al-Haima, northeast of  
Taez, but the warplanes hit the wrong target.

Taez is held by forces loyal to the Saudi-
backed government but much of  the sur-
rounding countryside is in the hands of the 

rebels and it has been a key battleground in 
the country’s devastating civil war.

To the west, on the Red Sea coast, Saudi-
led air strikes killed 22 Huthis south of the 
key rebel-held port of Hodeida, military and 
medical sources said.

The strikes targeted reinforcements sent 
by the Huthis from the rebel-held capital 
Sanaa, the sources said.

Among the dead was Yasser al-Ahmar, a 
tribal chief, they added.

But despite its superior firepower, the 
rebels still control the capital and much of  
the north.

The coalition has intensified its cam-
paign since the rebels launched missiles at 
Riyadh on November 4 and December 19.

Washington, Dec. 28 (PTI/
AFP): The United States’ top 
diplomat has defended his coun-
try’s foreign policy record, say-
ing progress had been made in 
the last year to rein in North 
Korea’s nuclear ambitions and 
to counter the “immense chal-
lenges” posed by Russia, China 
and Iran.

In an opinion piece in the 
New York Times, Secretary of  
State Rex Tillerson said yes-
terday some 90 per cent of  
Pyongyang’s export earnings 
had been cut off  by a series 
of  international sanctions af-
ter the Trump administration 
“abandoned the failed policy of  
strategic patience”.

Tensions have escalated 
dramatically on the Korean 
peninsula this year after the 
isolated but nuclear-armed re-
gime staged a series of  atomic 
and intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) tests - and as 
US President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 

Jong-Un traded personal in-
sults.

Washington wants North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear 
programme and has spear-
headed three rounds of  UN 
sanctions against the isolated 
regime, restricting crucial ex-
ports of  coal, iron, seafood and 
textiles from the cash-starved 
state. 

Pyongyang has hit out at 
those sanctions, calling the lat-
est round “an act of war”, and 
has vowed to never give up its 
nuclear programme.

In his piece Tillerson said “a 
door to dialogue remains open” 
for Pyongyang but warned “un-
til denuclearisation occurs, the 
pressure will continue”.At the 
same time he called on China - 
Pyongyang’s only major ally - to 
“do more” to pressure North 
Korea.

Trump’s administration has 
been dogged by allegations his 
campaign team colluded with 
Russia to help him win last 

year’s election.
Addressing relations with 

Moscow, Tillerson said the 
Trump administration had “no 
illusions about the regime we 
are dealing with” and that they 
were “on guard against Russian 
aggression”.

But he added that Wash-
ington needed to “recongise 
the need to work with Russia 
where mutual interests inter-
sect” citing Syria civil war 
where the two countries have 
backed opposing sides but 
pushed for peace talks.

On Iran he struck a less con-
ciliatory tone.  He also defended 
his cuts to the State Department 
and USAID budget, saying they 
were designed to “address root 
problems that lead to inefficien-
cies and frustrations”.

Critics say Tillerson’s first 
year in office has seen scores of  
key diplomatic posts go unfilled, 
embassies hampered by cuts 
and many veteran staff  leave the 
foreign service altogether.

ArrayLondon, Dec. 28 
(IANS): A team of  Brit-
ish medical staff  is trav-
elling to Bangladesh to 
help tackle an outbreak 
of  diphtheria affecting 
Rohingya Muslim refugee 
camps, the media reported 
on Thursday.

More than 40 doctors, 
nurses and firefighters will 
arrive at the fishing port 
Cox’s Bazar following a re-
quest from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), re-
ports the BBC.

Cox’s Bazar is home 
to more than 600,000 Ro-
hingya refugees who have 
fled violence in bordering 
Myanmar.

This is the first deploy-
ment of Britain’s emergency 
medical team (EMT) since 
it was certified by the WHO 
in 2016.

The staff  will be at the 
camps for six weeks work-

ing to fight the spread of  
diphtheria, as up to 160 new 
cases of the disease were be-
ing reported every day.

The highly contagious 
disease has already killed at 
least 27 people, according to 
health officials.

As of  December 21, 
the charity Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) said it 
had seen more than 2,000 
suspected cases in its health 
facilities. The majority of  
patients were between five 
and 14 years old, the BBC 
reported.

An estimated 620,000 
Rohingya have fled to Bang-
ladesh following persecution 
from the Burmese military 
in their native state of  Ra-
khine, since August.

The UN described the 
military offensive in Ra-
khine, which provoked the 
exodus, as a “textbook ex-
ample of ethnic cleansing”.

Ankara/Damascus, Dec. 
28 (IANS): Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has reignited a war of words 
with his Syrian counterpart 
Bashar al-Assad by calling 
him a “terrorist” who has 
no place in negotiations over 
the country’s future, with 
Damascus hitting back and 
accusing the Turkish leader 
of  being “responsible” for 
spilling the blood of Syrians.

E r d o g a n  s a i d  o n 

Wednesday it was “abso-
lutely impossible” to move 
ahead on Syrian peace talks 
while Assad remains in 
power, according to Tur-
key’s state-run news agency 
Anadolu. 

He made the comments 
after a closed-door meeting 
with Tunisian President Beji 
Caid Essebsi in Tunis where 
he is on an official visit.

Erdogan called Assad, 
who has clung to power dur-

ing the protracted conflict 
that has wracked his nation 
for the past seven years, “a 
terrorist involved in state 
terrorism”.

 He asked how anyone 
could “embrace the future 
with the President of a Syria 
who killed close to one mil-
lion of its citizens”.

Syria’s Foreign Ministry 
shot back at the remarks, 
accusing Erdogan of being 
“responsible” for spilling the 
blood of the Syrian people, 
the state-run news agency 
SANA reported.

“The entry of the Turk-
ish forces to the Syrian terri-
tory reveals one image of the 
Turkey’s support to takfiri 
terrorism,” it said.

The statement slammed 
what it characterized as Er-
dogan’s “paranoia and il-
lusions of  the past” which 
“made him forget that his 
old empire has vanished 
and that the free people of  
the world have the choice 
to make their national deci-
sions and defend their sov-
ereignty and they will not 
allow Erdogan to interfere 

in their affairs”.
The Turkish leader’s re-

marks came as aid workers 
evacuated the first of 29 peo-
ple who had been trapped in 
the besieged Syrian region of  
Eastern Ghouta.

Previously, Erdogan had 
said that around 500 people 
-- including 170 women and 
children -- required “urgent 
humanitarian aid”, accord-
ing to Turkey’s TRT and 
Russia’s Sputnik news agen-
cies.

Assad had repeatedly 
refused aid into the enclave 
and evacuations out of  
Eastern Ghouta. It’s one 
of  Syria’s last rebel strong-
holds, but it has been under 
siege by regime forces for 
more than four years, re-
ports said.

The Syrian ministry 
further said that “Erdogan 
misleads the public opinion 
with his political bubbles 
in a desperate attempt to 
absolve himself from crimes 
committed against Syrians 
through providing unlim-
ited support to the terrorist 
groups”.

November was named Min-
ister of  Defence, Security 
and War Veterans. 

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny took place at President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s 
palace in the capital, the 
public broadcaster ZBC re-
ported.

According to critics, Chi-
wenga’s appointment as Vice 
President was considered a 
reward for his role in getting 
Mugabe to step down after 
37 years in power.

Chiwenga resigned from 
his position as head of the 
Army days after Mugabe re-
moved himself as President 
on November 21, paving the 
way for Mnangagwa, former 
Vice President under Mu-
gabe, to become Zimbabwe’s 
new President.
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Branagh wants to be villain in next James Bond film
Actor Kenneth Branagh says he would love to play the villain in the next James 
Bond movie. The 57-year-old, best known for his role of  Hercule Poirot in the 
2017 film “Murder on the Orient Express”, feels it would be “delicious” to fight 
with Bond, reports mirror.co.uk. “I think as an actor that is always delicious to 
play. I am a connoisseur of  those Bond villains, but it is a hard one to do,” Bran-
agh said. Branagh said Daniel Craig’s Bond villains have been “Shakespearean”.
“Audiences want as much complication as possible,” he added. Branagh has also 
appeared in films like “Dunkirk”, “Valkyrie” and “Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of  Secrets”. (IANS)

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm and 8 pm: 
Tiger Zinda Hai 

5 pm: JUMANJI welcome 
to the jungle (Eng)

Bono reveals what he learned 
from ‘almost dying’

Censor Board invites Jaipur 
historians to view ‘Padmavati’

Bieber not to be blamed for Gomez’s ‘family issues’

Kardashians seek to dismiss Blac Chyna lawsuit

U
2 singer Bono‘s inspiration for his latest album 
“Songs of Experience” came from a near-
death experience.

In an interview with Rolling Stone 
magazine for its January 2018 issue, he said 

he almost died but refused to divulge details about what 
happened, adding that the 22-time Grammy-winning band’s 
latest album explores the theme of mortality, reports people.
com.

“It’s just a thing that...people have these extinction 
events in their lives; it could be psychological or it could be 
physical. And, yes, it was physical for me, but I think I have 
spared myself all that soap opera,” Bono said. 

“Especially with this kind of celebrity obsession with 
the minutiae of peoples’ lives - I have got out of that. I want 
to speak about the issue in a way that lets people fill in the 
blanks of what they have been through, you know?”

He continued, “It’s one thing if you were talking about it 
in a place of record like Rolling Stone, but by the time it gets 
to your local tabloid it is just awful. It becomes the question 
that everyone is asking.”

His latest incident was not the first brush with illness or 
death for the iconic singer. In 2000, Bono was checked for 
throat cancer, which turned out negative.

And in 2015, he broke his arm in a bike accident, which 
he told the magazine was a “comic tragedy”.

“But the thing that shook me was that I didn’t remember 
it. That was the amnesia; I have no idea how it happened. 
That left me a little uneasy, but the other stuff has just finally 
nailed me,” he said. “It was like, ‘Can you take a hint?’”

The band’s song “Jesus, what have you got for me?” 
explores some of the themes that Bono has been contem-
plating since his mortality was tested. 

Bono admits he had previously thought he would “let 
go” of his fear of death, but reveals it was the exact opposite.

IANS

T
he Censor Board has 
sought the opinion of  
two veteran historians 
from Jaipur on film 
“Padmavati” by inviting 

them to view the film.
These historians include 

Professor B.L. Gupta and Prof  
R.S. Khangarot. While Gupta is 
professor of history in Rajasthan 
Vishwavidhyala and has written 
numerous books on India during 
the medieval period, Khangarot is 
principal of Agrawal College.

Speaking to the media, 
Khangarot said the entire tussle 
related to the movie is not between 
the Karni Sena and Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali, director-producer of  
“Padmavati”, but between Bhasali 
and history and hence “once we 

watch the film, it will be clear if  
history has been tampered with or 
not”.

Gupta said he was all for 
artistic freedom but then it should 
not happen at the cost of history. 
“It should be very clear that we 
will share the historical facts to the 
best of knowledge and will not 
be backing any political party,” 
he added. The age-old custom of  
jauhar (mass immolation) should 
be shown effectively in the film or 
else it can have adverse effects on 
the audience, he said, adding that it 
should not be romanticised in the 
film as well. 

According to sources, a four-
member panel has been formed to 
review the film next month.

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: For those new to you and 
your music, tell us something about you.
Joseph Keikung: At the very first place, I belong to 
Phom Community coming from a very simple family. My 
profession is a lawyer but music has always been my pas-
sion. I have also taken the opportunity for all the special 
numbers offered to me or to partake in the Church choir 
since my high school days.

EASTERN MIRROR: Talk us through your de-
but single and music video “Lonely Road”. What 
was the inspiration for your debut single?
Joseph Keikung: I am pretty sure you must be very well 
versed of  my title and lyrics….but in actual sense the song 
is not just about being heart broken or something like lost 

love for myself.  But I also actually deliberate about the 
hardships that some of  my friends went through too.

EASTERN MIRROR: You are a lawyer by pro-
fession and you ventured into music only recently 
even though you had the passion for music since 
your early age. What kept you away from taking 
your music to the people? 
Joseph Keikung: Just as I have mentioned before, I 
am a lawyer by profession. Although I have a very great 
passion for music, my greater priority was my studies and 
my career.

EASTERN MIRROR: How do you balance 
your passion for music with your obligation as a 

lawyer?
Joseph Keikung: In short most of  my time is a work 
time and most of  my leisure time is a music time. 

EASTERN MIRROR: With no formal training 
in music, what challenges have you faced in the 
music industry of Nagaland so far?
Joseph Keikung: Initially I was apprehensive but I 
found that the music industry in the state is very ap-
proachable and supportive.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s next for you? 
Joseph Keikung: I am looking forward for more of  my 
music in the days to come. I hope that my music is pre-
sentable and loved by all the music lovers. THANK YOU.

S
inger Justin Bieber, who has 
re-entered Selena Gomez’s 
life, is not the reason for 
the singer-actress’ “family 
issues”.

“Selena has always said that the 
one person that means the most to her 
is her mom, Mandy Teefey,” a source 
told eonline.com. 

“But still, they have had a re-
ally complicated relationship and 
have gone through a lot of ups and 

downs.” 
There was an “entire year,” 

the source said, that Gomez and 
her mother didn’t speak after the 
“Wolves” singer parted ways with 
Mandy as her manager in 2014. 

“It caused a huge rift in their 
relationship. Mandy wouldn’t even 
let Selena talk to her sister for a long 
time.”  “Mandy and Selena’s stepdad 
(Brian Teefey) really did everything 
they could for Selena so when she 

fired her it took a toll on Mandy 
emotionally and professionally,” the 
source added.

In March 2017, Gomez and 
Mandy (who executive produces “13 
Reasons Why”) walked the red carpet 
together at the premiere of the drama. 

A source previously said that 
Bieber has caused “so much angst” 
for Gomez’s family and they are 
“very sad” she is back together with 
the singer. But as the Gomez family 

continues to resolve their personal 
matters, a second source reveals it’s 
Bieber that Gomez is leaning on.

“Selena is dealing with some fam-
ily issues at the moment and Justin is 
there for her. He doesn’t want to cause 
any problems between Selena and 
her mom... Justin and Selena are still 
togetherm” said the source. 

The two singers confirmed their 
reconciliation in November.

IANS

T
he Kardashian family has 
asked a judge to throw 
out model Blac Chyna’s 
lawsuit against them.

Chyna, who was previ-
ously engaged to Rob Kardashian, 
30, filed court documents earlier this 
year in which she claimed his famous 
family stopped their reality TV show 
“Rob & Chyna” from being renewed 

for a second series. But the family has 
insisted the cancellation was not their 
fault.

Kris Jenner, Kim Kardashian 
West and Rob Kardashian’s attor-
neys stated in a new court filing that 
the show was axed because Chyna, 
29, sought and received a domestic 
violence restraining order against Rob 
earlier this year, reports femalefirst.

co.uk.
Their filing stated: “Given Plain-

tiff ’s conduct in seeking and obtain-
ing a restraining order that required 
Rob to stay away from Plaintiff and 
her workplace, no trier of fact could 
possibly find that it was reasonably 
probable that a second season of ‘Rob 
& Chyna’ would have been picked up 
and filmed.”

Previous court documents filed 
by Chyna, whose real name is Angela 
White, accused the entire Kardashian 
family of interfering with the shooting 
of the couple’s reality show. 

Her filing stated: “Rob Kardashi-
an is an abuser intent on destroying 
Angela White, the mother of his baby, 
who left him in 2016.”

IANS

Joseph Keikung from Longleng dis-
trict is a lawyer by profession who found his pas-
sion for music at a very young age and this passion 
made him take every opportunity that was made 
available to him to sing.

Though he is in a profession that does not 
permit him to concentrate on his passion for 
music, Keikung is deeply rooted with music and 
has released his first debut single and music video 
“Lonely Road” which was directed by local musi-
cian Moba Inggang and audio recorded at Music 
Bakery, Dimapur, Nagaland.   

In today’s Rhythm of Love, the upcoming 
singer talks us through his musical journey and his 
profession. 
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Computer-based optical 
method detects early 
stage cervical cancer

India’s first bitcoin 
trading app launched 

Parents can read kids’ WhatsApp 
chats, rules Spanish court

A year of mixed fortunes for Indian space sector

Search for alien life got exciting new targets this year 

Kolkata, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
A computer-based optical 
method, developed by In-
dian scientists, can pin-point 
precancerous cervical cells 
and healthy cells, thereby 
providing early indications 
of cervical cancer.

The optical method, 
devised by scientists from 
Indian Institute of  Science 
Education and Research 
(IISER), Kolkata, and In-
dian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur, taps into machine 
learning algorithms to clas-
sify healthy and abnormal 

tissues.
“By using a light-based 

probe to identify certain 
complex repeating patterns 
(called multifractals), present 
on developing cancer cells, 
we can get early indications 
of the disease,” Sabyasachi 
Mukhopadhyay, from IIS-
ER-Kolkata, told IANS.

The study documenting 
the method is published 
in Journal of  Biomedical 
Optics.

The basis of this technol-
ogy is that cells which are 
progressing towards cancer 

show more of  these com-
plex geometric patterns than 
the normal, unaffected and 
healthy ones.

“Based on this correla-
tion, we created a novel 
light-scattering based meth-
od to identify these unique 
patterns for detecting cancer 
progression,” Mukhopad-
hyay said.

This algorithm could 
be used in clinical set-ups 
for screening cervical and 
other types of  cancers, the 
researcher said about the low 
cost technology.

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): At a time when bitcoins 
are in focus also for the wrong reasons, cryptocurrency 
dealer Pluto Exchange on Thursday announced the 
launch of India’s first mobile application for transacting 
in virtual currencies.

At a press conference here, Pluto Exchange founder 
and Chief Executive Bharat Verma said his company is 
all set to launch the country’s first app-based wallet that 
enables bitcoin transactions using a mobile number.

“The Pluto Exchange mobile app offers a solution to 
the coordination problem between payment processors, 
financial gateways and banks,” Verma said.

“All other apps already in the market do transactions 
using bitcoin addresses, which are long and prone to 
error while copying. Pluto Exchange will change this 
scenario by enabling transactions using mobile numbers 
only, which are just 10 digits,” he said.

By using a four-digit personal identification number 
(PIN), users can now buy, sell, store and spend bitcoins 
via a mobile number, Verma added.

Elaborating, he said the app would permit a range of  
transactions, including payments, remittances, business-
to-business commerce, supply chain finance, asset man-
agement and trading.

He also said that the Reserve Bank of  India is 
concerned about the use of cash for dealing in virtual 
currencies, whose values have turned volatile recently.

“The RBI considers bitcoins as decentralised trading 
that is completely unregulated... so their status is not 
clear,” he said.

In India, there are at least 15 bitcoin exchange fo-
rums, with the majority being set up over the past two 
years.

Bitcoin values in New York, for instance, have soared 
nearly 1,600 per cent over the past year and currently 
range upwards of $15,000.

In India, bitcoins have been trading at more than Rs 
10 lakh each, while people are investing amounts ranging 
from Rs 3,000 to several lakhs of rupees to buy these.

According to investigation agencies here, with the 
demand and price of cryptocurrencies on the rise, cyber 
criminals have found innovative ways to dupe those 
looking to invest.

Madrid, Dec. 28 (IANS): Putting the rights 
and responsibilities of parents above privacy 
laws, a Spanish court has ruled that parents 
and guardians can monitor social media 
use by children and read their 
WhatsApp messages.

A divorced father of two 
won the right to read his chil-
dren’s WhatsApp messages 
as a result of  the ruling, the 
International Business Times 
reported on Wednesday. 

“The development of  
social networks, as well as 
WhatsApp, requires attention 
and vigilance of the parents 
to preserve the indemnity of  
minors,” the court was quoted as saying.

The man was facing the charge of  
breaching the privacy right of his daughter 
after he read her WhatsApp chats. The un-
named man was sued by his ex-wife.

But a court in the northern Spanish city 
of Pontevedra upheld his actions on Decem-

ber 26, saying that the use of social networks 
by minors “requires attention and vigilance 
of the parents”, the report said. 

The unnamed mother told Spanish daily 
El Español: “Both my kids told 
me that their father took them 
to their bedrooms and went 
over my daughter’s conversa-
tions with them.”

A lower court in the 
region earlier backed the 
mother saying that reading 
WhatsApp conversations of  
their daughter by her former 
husband amounted to breach-
ing the children’s right to pri-
vacy, an offence that carries 

a sentence of up to four years in prison as 
well as a fine.

Judges in the higher Pontevedra court, 
however, ruled that ultimately both parents 
had a greater right “to watch over” their 
children, the International Business Times 
report said.

Chennai, Dec. 28 (IANS): The 
year 2017 could be said to be 
one of mixed fortunes for the In-
dian space agency as it launched 
the much-awaited four-tonne 
rocket Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle-Mk III (GSLV-
Mk III); put into orbit 104 satel-
lites in a single mission; sent up 
the South Asia Satellite; and also 
crossed the double century mark 
of launching foreign satellites.

With the size of earth obser-
vation satellites reducing and the 
future trend moving towards a 
constellation of  small satellites 
rather than a large one, India’s 
space agency is developing a 
smaller rocket that can carry 
satellites weighing up to 500 kg.

But on the negative side, In-
dia’s long-due satellite navigation 
system (NavIC) faced serious 
problems with the atomic clocks 
in a couple of satellites develop-
ing problems.

The clocks are important to 
provide precise locational data.

The mission to put into orbit 
a replacement for the first of the 

seven navigation satellites didn’t 
succeed as the lighter Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) failed 
in its mission.

The year also saw India tak-
ing steps towards opening up the 
sector for private players as the 
government sought comments 
on its Draft Space Activities Bill.

The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) had a 
great start with a record satellite 
launch and good going for the 
major part of the year but wound 
up 2017 smarting after an unex-
pected disaster.

In February India set a world 
record in the number of satellites 
launched in a single mission by 
successfully putting into orbit 104 
satellites, including the country’s 
own Cartosat-2 earth observa-
tion satellite.

This was followed by the 
copy book-style launch of  the 
South Asia Satellite, intended 
to serve “economic and devel-
opmental priorities” of  South 
Asian nations, using its heavier 
GSLV-Mk II rocket.

In 2014, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi tasked ISRO to 
develop a satellite for use by the 
SAARC countries. But Pakistan 
declined the use of  an India-
developed satellite.

One of the unique aspects of  
the South Asia Satellite is that 
ISRO decided to have electric 
power for it -- without cutting 
down on the volume of  tradi-
tional on-board fuel -- to check 
its performance for use in future 
satellites.

In May, India scored a dou-
ble success, launching its latest 
-- and heaviest so far -- 3,136 
kg GSAT-19 communication 
satellite with its brand new and 
heaviest GSLV-Mk III with a 
cryogenic engine.

While Indian space scientists 
named the 640 tonne rocket “fat 
boy”, the Telugu media nick-
named it “Bahubali” as, like the 
hero in the massively successful 
film lifts a heavy Lingam, it car-
ried the heaviest satellite by an 
Indian rocket.

The month of  June saw 

ISRO completing yet another 
multiple satellite launch, putting 
into orbit the Cartosat satellite, 
Nano satellite NIUSAT and 29 
foreign satellites from 14 coun-
tries.

In the process, ISRO crossed 
the double century mark in 
launching foreign satellites. India 
started launching foreign satel-
lites in 1999.

The June month also saw 
India adding GSAT-17 to its fleet 
of communication satellites after 
it was launched into orbit by the 
heavy-lift rocket Ariane 5 from 
Kourou in French Guiana.

And there ended the tale of  
ISRO’s success for 2017.

The last day of  August 
turned out to be a black Thurs-
day for ISRO as it suffered a seri-
ous setback after its PSLV rocket 
failed to deliver India’s naviga-
tion satellite in its intended orbit.

The 1,425 kg Indian Re-
gional Navigation Satellite-1H 
(IRNSS-1H), got stuck inside 
the rocket’s upper deck as the 
heat shield did not separate to 

let it out.
“The rocket heat shield didn’t 

separate. The satellite is inside 
the heat shield,” ISRO Chairman 
A.S. Kiran Kumar said.

“The PSLV rocket has been 
successful for the past several 
years. So, the question of design 
failure does not arise. It could be 
an issue of a failed component or 
a process quality issue,” M.Y.S. 
Prasad, a former Director of the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, 
told IANS.

While the Failure Analysis 
Committee (FAC) is yet to come 
out with its report on the cause 
of PSLV’s failure, K. Sivan, Di-
rector, Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre, told IANS that failure of  
the pyro elements could be the 
reason for the non-separation of  
the heat shield.

Normally, the heat shield 
would separate after on-board 
computers give the command 
to ignite the explosives. The 
explosives would then ignite 
and explode to separate the two 
parts of  the heat shield joined 

by bolts.
He said ISRO is further tight-

ening the allowable dispersion, 
or variance from the ideal per-
formance parameter, for all the 
systems in the PSLV.

Meanwhile, Sivan said the 
preliminary design for the pro-
posed small four-stage rocket that 
would weigh around 100 tonnes 
is ready and its feasibility study 
has also been conducted.

The first rocket would be 
ready in two years once the 
project gets the necessary approv-
als, he added.

The PSLV rocket has three 
variants weighing between 230 
tonnes and 320 tonnes, with a 
carrying capacity ranging be-
tween 1,100 kg and 1,900 kg.

Looking forward to 2018, 
Sivan said it is going to be an 
eventful year with several launch-
es, including the country’s second 
Chandrayaan moon mission.

Sivan said ISRO will be 
launching a Cartosat satellite 
and several foreign satellites as 
piggy-back with the PSLV rocket 

some time in January 2018.
He said the country’s heavi-

est communication satellite -- the 
GSAT 11, weighing over five 
tonnes -- would be launched next 
year by Arianespace’s Ariane 
rocket.

2017: Indian space 
scene in capsule

*  Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) attached Rs.79.76 crore 
funds of Devas Multimedia 
Ltd under the Prevention 
of  Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) for its alleged illegal 
deal with ISRO’s commercial 
arm Antrix Corporation

*  Renowned Indian space sci-
entist U.R. Rao passed away 
aged 85

*  Launched four-ton capacity 
rocket GSLV-Mk III

*  Put into orbit South Asia 
Satellite

*  PSLV rocket failed to launch 
navigation satellite

*  Three atomic clocks in first 
navigation satellite failed

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): One year 
passes in the blink of  an eye in terms of  
the age of our universe, but 2017 has made 
significant contributions towards unravel-
ling the deep mysteries hidden in its vast 
expanse, giving the search for alien life a 
big boost.

From the first observations of a merger 
between two faraway neutron stars to stun-
ning discoveries of a number of exoplanets 
in the habitable zone of a nearby star and 
the continued march of China as a serious 
space player, this year has had plenty of  
memorable developments to excite scien-
tists and the public at large.

Marked as the “breakthrough of  the 
year” by the journal Science, the merger of  
the two neutron stars 130 million light years 
away generated tiny ripples in the fabric of  
space-time called gravitational waves.

The first detection of  gravitational 
waves two years ago has already brought 
scientists the 2017 Nobel Prize in Physics, 
but sensing the space-time ripples after the 
merger of  the neutron stars marked the 
first-ever detection of  gravitational waves 
as well as light produced and emitted dur-
ing the same cosmic event, a phenomenon 
that scientists like to describe as hearing and 
seeing the violent universe.

While the observation of  this collision 
provides scientists clues on how heavy ele-
ments like gold and platinum are produced 
in our cosmos, and advances understand-

ing of  the universe in myriad other ways, 
the discovery of several Earth-sized planets 
orbiting stars outside our solar system has 
whetted the thirst for finding signs of  life in 
worlds other than our home planet.

In February, NASA’s Spitzer Space 
Telescope revealed the first known system 
of seven Earth-sized planets around a single 
star -- the TRAPPIST-1 star -- an ultra-cool 
dwarf located at about 40 light-years from 
Earth.

The researchers determined that three 
of  these planets are firmly located in the 
habitable zone, the area around the parent 
star where a rocky planet is most likely to 
have liquid water.

The discovery set a new record for 
maximum number of habitable-zone plan-
ets found around a single star outside our 
solar system.In yet another first for the year, 
scientists spotted an “interstellar object” 
entering our solar system.

The discovery was made on October 19 
by the University of Hawaii’s Pan-STARRS 
1 telescope during the course of its nightly 
search for near-Earth objects for NASA.

The discovery, termed “historic” by the 
US space agency, revealed the interstellar 
interloper to be a rocky, cigar-shaped object 
with a ratio of length to width unlike any 
asteroid or comet observed in our solar 
system.

The team from the Pan-STARRS 
observatory has chosen the name “Oum-

uamua” for their discovery. Of Hawaiian 
origin, the name means a messenger from 
afar arriving first.

In 2017, NASA made progress in the 
preparations to send astronauts to Mars 
and it became clear that the agency would 
have to make plans for returning astronauts 
to the Moon in preparation for human mis-
sions to the Red Planet and other destina-
tions of our solar system.

The year also marks the end of Cassini’s 
13-year tour of  Saturn as the spacecraft 
made a fateful plunge into the atmosphere 
of the ringed planet on September 15. The 
mission is often credited for transforming 
our understanding of ocean worlds, where 
life may potentially exist beyond Earth.

In April, NASA said that its Cassini 
spacecraft discovered hydrogen in the 
plume of gas and icy particles spraying from 
Saturn’s moon Enceladus. The discovery 
means the small, icy moon -- which has a 
global ocean under its surface -- has a source 
of chemical energy that life can feed on.

And even as the spacecraft is gone, 
scientists hope that its enormous collection 
of  data about Saturn -- the giant planet, its 
magnetosphere, rings and moons -- will 
continue to yield new discoveries for dec-
ades to come.

The year also marks some giant strides 
taken by China to emerge as a formidable 
space power. One of  its satellites, which 
was sent to the skies to look for evidence 

of the annihilation or decay of dark matter 
particles in space, detected for the first time 
unexpected and mysterious signals in its 
measurement of high-energy cosmic rays, 
bringing scientists closer to proving the 
existence of the invisible matter.

Highlights of 2017:

* First observations of a merger between 
two faraway neutron stars

* The Moon became a key focus point for 
the US space agency in 2017, whether 
it was blocking out the Sun during the 
August 21 total solar eclipse, or rein-
vigorating the agency’s human space 
exploration plans

* End of the Cassini spacecraft’s 13-year 
tour of Saturn

* Discovery of the first known system of  
seven Earth-size planets around a single 
star outside our solar system

* First known interstellar object to travel 
through our solar system spotted

* A Chinese satellite detected mysterious 
signals in its measurement of  high-
energy cosmic rays, bringing scientists 
closer to proving the existence of dark 
matter.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1689SUD0KU 1529
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1688

ACROSS
1 Swamp critter
5 Norway’s patron saint
9 State in India
14 Nuts or crackers
15 Terza __ (verse form)
16 Copy
17 Painkiller
19 Marina site
20 Scrimmage
21 Lack of originality
23 “Frasier” setting
25 Polished off
26 Arawakan language of the 

West Indies
28 Aquatic mammals
31 High point
34 Pen points
36 Greek dialect
37 One of 13 popes
38 They’re always thin
40 Billy Joel’s “__ to 

Extremes”
41 Water chute
43 Airport exit
44 “Shoo!”
45 Go along
47 Ibsen’s Gabler
49 Mideast prince
51 Look before __
55 Procession of automobiles
58 Perry’s secretary
59 Open-air rooms
60 Head honcho
62 Beginning
63 Malay boat
64 Astronomical sighting
65  Tree thicket
66 E-mail command
67  “A Prayer for __ Meany”

Down
1 Bucks

2 Actress Blakley
3 Florida city
4 “Gigi” author
5 Cinnabar, e.g.
6 Paying attention
7 Variant of 49 across
8 Prima __
9 Short operatic solos
10 Mack of movies
11 Bad-tempered
12 Greek war god
13 Witty remarks

18 “__ grip!”
22 Path for Confucians
24 Occupation
27 Voodoo kin
29 Baltic port
30 Aberdonian, e.g.
31 __ Romeo
32 Animation frames
33 Rodent catcher
35 See
38 Worship
39  Start from scratch

42 Some nonfiction works
44 Italian seaport
46 Private eye
48 Fancy dresser
50 Freeway exits
52 Arm joint
53 Breathing
54 Heathen
55 Opp. of fem.
56 Palindromic man’s name
57 Calamitous
61 Small amount

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1528
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Ashes: Cook's double ton guides 
England to 164-run lead on Day 3

AC Milan claim spot in Coppa Italia semis 

Hojha claims Kiruphema wrestling title

ISL: FC Pune City coach 
Popovic suspended, fined

Man City extend streak 
with win over Newcastle

Uruguayan striker Abreu signs 
for world record 26th club

Man Utd midfielder Fellaini complains 
of mistreatment in England

Boca Juniors sign right-back Buffarini

Nagaland Under-16 cricket team created history by entering knock-out stage of the Vijay Merchant U-16 Trophy after the 5th round 
match at Shillong from December 26 to 28. Only Tripura and Nagaland qualified from Northeast.  In the pre-quarter final Nagaland 
will play Andhra Pradesh from January 3 to 5, 2018

England's Alastair Cook waves his bat after making 150 runs against Australia during the third day 
of their Ashes cricket test match in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017. 

AP/PTI

Milan's Patrick Cutrone celebrates after scoring for his team 
during an Italian Cup quarter-final soccer match between AC 
Milan and Inter Milan at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017.

AP/PTI

The top four winners flanked by KYO officials during the 43rd KYO wrestling meet at KGC ground, 
Peducha on December 28.
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Melbour ne,  Dec.  28 
(IANS): Opener Alastair 
Cook remained unbeaten 
on 244 as England scored 
491/9, taking a 164-run 
lead against Australia at 
stumps on the third day of  
the fourth Ashes Test match 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) here on 
Thursday.

Along with Cook, who 
notched his fifth Test double 
century, pacer James An-
derson (0 batting) was at the 
crease when umpires dis-
lodged the bails for the day.

Cook became the holder 
of  the highest score for a 
visiting player at the MCG 
when he reached 210. The 
previous highest record was 
held by West Indies batting 
great Viv Richards -- who 
scored 208 runs. 

The left-handed bats-
man also became the second 
English batsman to score 
five double centuries behind 
Wally Hammond, who has 
seven to his name. 

For Australia, pacers 
Josh Hazlewood (3/95), Pat 
Cummins (3/117) and spin-
ner Nathan Lyon (3/109) 
picked up three wickets 
each. 

Earlier, England re-
sumed the day from 192 
for two. Overnight batsmen 
Cook and skipper Joe Root 
(61) stitched together a 138-
run partnership before the 
latter was removed by a 
Cummins delivery which 
was dropped short and 
caught easily at deep square 
leg by Lyon. 

New Delhi, Dec. 28 (IANS): Indian 
Super League (ISL) club FC Pune City 
head coach Ranko Popovic was on 
Thursday suspended for 
four matches and fined 
INR five lakh with im-
mediate effect by the All 
India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF).

The AIFF Disciplin-
ary Committee found 
Popovic in breach of  
Article 50 (misconduct 
against match officials) 
and Article 58 (offensive behaviour 
and fair play) for his remarks made 
against match officials at the post-
match press conference in Goa after 
their fixture with FC Goa, the ISL said 

in a press release. 
"Ranko Popovic, Head Coach of  

FC Pune City is fined INR 5,00,000 
(Five Lakh INR) and 
is  suspended for  4 
(four) matches of  FC 
Pune City, from the 
date of  this decision. 
The amount should be 
deposited to All India 
Football Federation 
within 10 days from the 
date of communication 
of this decision and until 

such payment, the match suspension 
to continue, over and above four 
match suspension," the AIFF Disci-
plinary Committee communication 
said in a statement.

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Former Uruguay international striker 
Sebastian "Loco" Abreu has set a world 
record by signing for his 26th profes-
sional club.

The 41-year-old said on Twitter 
that he agreed to a 12-month contract 

with Santiago outfit Audax Italiano 
after parting ways with their Chilean 
rivals Puerto Montt, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

He surpasses retired German goal-
keeper Lutz Pfannenstiel, who remains 
the only player to have represented 
clubs in six continents.

Since starting his career with Uru-
guay's Defensor in 1995, Abreu has had 
spells with clubs in Argentina, Spain, 
Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Israel, Para-
guay and El Salvador.

In 2017 he scored 11 goals in just 13 
league appearances for Puerto Montt in 
Chile's second division.

The former Deportivo de La Co-
runa forward has been capped 70 times 
for Uruguay's national team, scoring 
20 goals. 

Manchester, Dec. 28 (IANS): Man-
chester United midfielder Marouane 
Fellaini on Thursday complained about 
being called an aggressive footballer 
and murderer while plying his trade for 
the English football giants.

The Belgian international has 
played in England since 2008. He ear-
lier figured for Everton before moving 
to Manchester United in 2013. 

"They have labelled me an aggres-
sive player, a murderer," he was quoted 
as saying by Sky Sports.

"Look, I'm fanatical. The team 
that wants it the hardest wins but there 
have been times when I came out as 
the villain.

"What should I do if they pull me 
by the hair? It sounds like a joke, but it 
really hurts," Fellaini added. 

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 28 (IANS): 
Boca Juniors have signed Argen-
tine right-back Julio Buffarini from 
Brazil's Sao Paulo as they reinforce 
their squad for the 2018 Copa Lib-
ertadores.

The 29-year-old agreed to a three-
and-a-half  year contract with the 
Buenos Aires outfit and will join up 
with his new teammates next week, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

"I'm very happy. It's an important 
new challenge in my career," Buf-

farini told reporters on Wednesday. 
"When the opportunity came, I 

spoke with my family and today we 
were able to come to an agreement," 
he added. Boca did not disclose finan-
cial details of  the deal.

Buffarini made 38 appearances 
for Sao Paulo after joining the club 
from San Lorenzo in 2016. He is 
Boca's second signing over the Christ-
mas period, joining center-forward 
Ramon Abila, who parted ways with 
Brazil's Cruzeiro. 

On to knock out

DP-284

Later, incoming batsmen 
Dawid Malan (14), Jonny Bair-
stow (22), Moeen Ali (20), Chris 
Woakes (26) and Tom Curran (4) 
contributed a few runs but failed to 
covert it into a big score. 

Cook from the other end 
played a patient knock to keep 
the Australian bowlers on the 
back-foot. His 409-ball marathon 
innings was laced with 27 bound-
aries. He also went past Smith's 
239 to achieve the highest score 
of this series. 

Cook had a lucky escape while 
batting on 153 when home captain 
Smith missed an opportunity -- the 
same man who offered the former 
England skipper a chance on 66 
on day two. 

Later, Stuart Broad (56) played 
a crucial 63-ball knock pairing 
with Cook which contained eight 
boundaries and one six, before 
falling prey to a Cummins delivery 
which was taken at deep by Us-
man Khwaja. 

The 100-run partnership be-
tween Broad and Cook also be-
came the highest eighth wicket 
stand for England at the MCG. 

Broad also became the English 
batsman to score the highest num-
ber of runs coming in at number 
10 in Australia -- the previous joint 
record was held by Tich Freeman 
and David Allen who scored 50 
runs each at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground (SCG) in 1924 and 1966 
respectively. 

Following the dismissal, James 
Anderson played fifteen balls but 
failed to get off the mark. 
Brief scores: England 491/9 in 
first innings (Alastair Cook 244 
not out, Joe Root 61, Stuart Broad 
56; Josh Hazlewood 3/95) against 
Australia 327.

Milan (Italy), Dec. 28 
(IANS):  Patrick Cutrone's 
overtime goal gave AC Mi-
lan a 1-0 victory over Inter 
Milan in the quarterfinals of  
the Coppa Italia.

It was the ninth goal of  
the season for the 19-year-
old Cutrone, the club's lead-
ing scorer, while Suso Fer-
nandez Saez picked up his 
eight assist of the campaign 
here on Wednesday, reports 
Efe.

The derby win in front 
of  50,000 at the San Siro 
was a much-needed boost 
for AC Milan, who sit 11th 
in the Serie A table, 16 points 
behind third-place Inter.

Milan coach Gennaro 
Gattuso said beforehand 
that his side were treating 
the match like a World Cup 
final.

The Rossoneri generated 

Kohima Bureau
Peducha, Dec. 28 (EMN): 
Menuoselie Hojha emerged 
as the champion at the wres-
tling meet of the Kiruphema 
Youth Organisation (KYO) 

held on December 28 at 
KGC Ground, Peducha.

The new KYO champ 
Hojha lifted the title by de-
feating Megotsolie Neikha 
in the final. The third po-

sition was bagged by Ke-
neisar Zenyü-u, followed 
by Neilasielie Vielie in the 
fourth place.

The champion was 
awarded a cash award of  

Newcastle (England), Dec. 28 
(IANS): Manchester City ex-
tended their English Premier 
League record-winning streak to 
18 with a 1-0 victory over New-
castle United.

Pep Guardiola's side are now 
15 points ahead of  second-place 
Manchester United in the battle 
for the title, reports Efe.

Facing the City juggernaut 
here on Wednesday, Newcastle 
coach Rafa Benitez opted for a 
game plan focused exclusively on 
defending. The hosts had a chance 
to equalise four minutes later, but 
City defender Nicolas Otamendi 
made a spectacular goal-line stop 
against Newcastle's Rolando 
Aarons to preserve the advantage.

The visitors' domination ex-
tended into the second half, yet 
their failure to get a second goal 
set the stage for a late surge by 
Newcastle, whose best opportuni-
ty came in the 89th minute with a 
Dwight Gayle header that forced 
a great save from City goalkeeper 
Ederson.

The outcome leaves New-
castle in 15th place with 18 points.

INR 12,000, followed by the 
runner-up with a cash award 
of INR 8,000. The third and 
fourth position winners both 
received INR 5,000 and INR 
4,000 respectively.

A total of  21 wrestlers 
took part in the tournament.

Earlier, the inaugural 
function of  the 43rd wres-
tling meet, chaired by Ma-
kolie Suosahie, commenced 
with invocation pronounced 
by Mezhüngulie Mor, travel-
ling pastor, WABCC. KYO 
advisor Neicasatuo Visienyü 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress, followed by a special 
number by Ketouvisie Suo-
humvü. Day-two which 
coincides with the KYO day, 
will be graced by Goneiu Si-
rie, President NPF, Kohima 
Division, as the chief guest.

the first scoring a chance, 
a Giacomo Bonaventura 
header in the 18th minute 
that Inter goalkeeper Samir 
Handanovic stopped.

Inter thought they had 
taken the lead in the 24th 

minute when Milan keeper 
Antonio Donnarumma - 
playing in lieu of  injured 
brother Gianluigi - mishan-
dled a shot by Ivan Perisic 
and the ball landed in the 
net.

But after consulting the 
video replay, the referee dis-
allowed the goal for an off-
side infraction.

The sides traded chances 
in the second half. Joao Ma-
rio kicked the ball straight at 
Donnarumma after taking 
a perfect cross from Mauro 
Icardi, while Milan's Giaco-
mo Bonaventura fired over 
the cross-fire after a poor 
clearance by Handanovic.

Milan racheted up the 
pressure in the final minutes 
of  regulation and carried 
that intensity over into extra 
time.

In the 105th minute Suso 
beat defender Yuto Nagato-
mo and delivered a perfect 
ball to Cutrone in the area.

AC Milan will face 
Lazio, the winners on Tues-
day over Fiorentina, in a 
two-leg semifinal.


