
The Deputy Commissioner of Wokha, Dr. Manazir J Samoon, delivers a ball during the opening session 
of the 22nd edition of Winter Cricket Challenge at Wokha town on Thursday. Nineteen teams are 
vying for the trophy – which is one of the longest running cricket events in the state – this year. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 14°

Agartala 27° 14°

Gangtok 20° 07°

Guwahati 26° 14°

Imphal 23° 09°

Itanagar 23° 11°

Shillong 20° 08°

Delhi 24° 11°

Kolkata 25° 15°

Chennai 29° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 09°
DIMAPUR 25° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR Nil 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVI  NO.  349  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2017

Imphal, Dec. 21 (IANS): The Manipur 
Assembly on Thursday passed a resolu-
tion to demand disclosure of  the con-
tents of  a pact signed between the central 
government and the NSCN-IM in 2015 
which some states fear will affect their 
territorial integrity.

Cutting across party lines, the ruling 
BJP and opposition Congress members 
demanded that the territorial integrity of  
Manipur be maintained and sought the 
disclosure of  the contents of  the Frame-
work Agreement.

A four-member committee was also 
set up to prepare a memorandum to be 
submitted to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the issue.

Congress leader Okram Ibobi Singh, 
who was Chief  Minister for 15 long years, 
disclosed for the first time that some cen-
tral leaders had asked him not to oppose 
the agreement but no one took him into 
confidence on its contents.

Ibobi said the Chief  Ministers of  Ma-
nipur, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh 
called on senior central leaders soon after 
the agreement was signed by New Delhi 
with the National Socialist Council of  

Nagaland-Isak-Muivah faction (NSCN-
IM). 

But the central leaders refused to dis-
close anything saying that it was an agree-
ment between the Centre and the NSCN-
IM and the three chief  ministers were not 
involved in it.

Manipur, Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh fear that the NSCN-IM may be 
granted a Greater Nagaland by slicing off  
parts of  the three states where Nagas live 
in large numbers.

Chief  Minister N. Biren Singh said: 
"Since the formation of  a BJP-led govern-
ment on March 15, there have been seven 
assembly sessions during which discus-
sions were held and resolutions taken on 
the issue. This time a clause ought to be 
added demanding disclosure of  the con-
tents of  the agreement."

K. Joykishan of  the Congress had 
planned to table a calling attention mo-
tion. However, in view of  the urgency of  
the issue, 10 members demanded a short 
duration discussion.

A memorandum of  all political par-
ties in Manipur is with the Chief  Minister 
for submission to the Prime Minister.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): The govern-
ment of  Nagaland has declared Noklak 
as the 12th district of  the state with im-
mediate effect. 

A government notification, widely 
circulated on the internet, on Thurs-

day announced the upgrade of  Noklak 
sub-division to that of  a district. “The 
jurisdiction of  the new district shall com-
prises (sic) of  the erstwhile Noklak sub-
division under Tuensang district, Naga-
land,” it informed. 

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) has asked the state’s 
department of  Rural Develop-
ment to ‘disclose the complete de-
tails regarding utilization and dis-
tribution of  MGNREGA funds in 
public domain within 7 days’. 

The forum issued a press state-
ment on Thursday announcing 
the deadline. “Through the local 
dailies on 8 October 2017, the 
NPRAAF had revealed about 
the release of  more than Rs 1000 
crore for implementation of  

MGNREGA in Nagaland during 
2016-17 and 2017-18. 

With widespread allega-
tions on the misuse of  the fund, 
NPRAAF urged the Rural De-
velopment department reveal the 
details in public domain through 
all the local newspapers as regards 
the release of  funds for material 
and labour component in district 
wise, block wise and village wise 
and then provide the total amount. 

“NPRAAF had also cau-
tioned the department that refusal 
to provide the details in public do-
main might compel NPRAAF to 

approach appropriate authority to 
initiate CBI inquiry into the entire 
RD department. 

However, the Rural Develop-
ment department had ignored 
NPRAAF’s suggestion for disclos-
ing the fund distribution in detail 
in public domain so as to exhibit 
transparency in the utilization of  
MGNREGA fund,” it stated. 

According to the NPRAAF, 
the department had ‘shied away’ 
from exhibiting transparency in 
the management of  funds consid-
ering the ‘humongous amount’ in-
volved. As such, it informed, the 

forum was ‘contemplating taking 
up the issue of  MGNREGA fund 
separately and will approach the 
Centre for an inquiry’

“In the event, there is any 
freezing of  MGNREGA funds to 
Nagaland by the government of  
India, NPRAAF will not be held 
responsible. 

Therefore, the RD department 
is once again reminded for the last 
time to disclose the complete de-
tails regarding utilization and dis-
tribution of  MGNREGA funds in 
public domain within 7 days,” it 
stated. 

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
The All India Bank Officers 
Confederation (AIBOFC) 
has expressed resentment 
over what it stated was a 
‘directive to engage the 
bankers to do the exercise 
of enrolment of Aadhar in 
banks’. 

A press release from 
the AIBOFC on Thursday 
stated that there was ‘acute 
shortage of officers and em-
ployees in the entire bank-
ing industry’. This, accord-
ing to the confederation, 
was further aggravated by 
mass retirement of work-
ers every month. “Now, 
banks have been asked to 
complete Aadhaar seed-
ing and also to open Aad-
haar enrolment centres in 
the branches. The Unique 
Identification Authority of  
India (UIDAI) asked pri-
vate as well as public banks 
to open Aadhaar enrolment 
and updation (sic) facilities 
in one out of 10 branches. 
UIDAI also stated that non-
compliance after the dead-
line would attract a fine of  
Rs. 20,000 per uncovered 
branch every month. 

“It is pertinent here 
to note that the Supreme 
Court has given an interim 
order saying that Aadhar 
should not be made manda-
tory. The banks should not 
be taken to task when final 
judgement comes in the 
light of the Right to Privacy 
judgement.  If  one looks 
back at the background, 
one can find that the Plan-
ning Commission consti-
tuted the Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of India 
through a notification dated 
January 28, 2009. Thus, the 
Aadhaar scheme did not 
have any statutory backing 
when it was launched and 
continued to operate in ex-
ercise of the executive pow-
er of the government until 
2016, when the government 
enacted the Aadhaar (Tar-
geted Delivery of Financial 
and Other Subsidies, Bene-
fits and Services) Act, 2016 
(Aadhaar Act). 

“On August 11, 2015, 
the Supreme Court passed 
an interim order stating 
that the Aadhaar card was 
to be used only for the PDS 
scheme and for the LPG 
distribution scheme, with a 
clear mandate that it ought 
not to be used by the gov-
ernment for any other pur-
pose. This was later echoed 
by a constitution bench of  
the Supreme Court, which 
held as follows:

 ‘We will also make it 
clear that the Aadhaar card 
scheme is purely volun-
tary and it cannot be made 
mandatory till the matter is 
finally decided by this court 
one way or the other’”, it 
stated.

According to the AI-
BOFC, the additional 
work of Aadhar enrolment 
would only add to the bur-
den of an already stressed-
out staff  in the banking in-
dustry. “This is undesirable 
since the bank’s employees 
and officers are already 
overburdened due to inad-
equate recruitment and in-
creased volume of work of  
implementing various gov-
ernment schemes, among 
many other things. We 
express our strong resent-
ment against the instruction 
of Aadhar enrolment by 
Banks and demand the con-
cerned authorities to reverse 
the instructions. 

“Moreover, it is also 
very important to note 
that the credit off-take by 
all the segments, including 
industry, agriculture, serv-
ices sector, personal loans 
and housing loans showed 
a decline in growth for the 
period ended February 17, 
2017, mainly owing to de-
monetization. Now, if  the 
bankers are kept busy with 
the enrolment of Aadhar, 
the core business of the 
Bank will be further impact-
ed and the credit off-take 
will come down resulting 
into impacting the econo-
my as well.”

It reminded that ‘at a 
time when the resources of  
the public sector banks are 
under severe strain and un-
der closer public scrutiny, 
employing their resources 
on Aadhaar enrolment will 
further constrain the PSBs 
in their efforts of recovery 
of NPAs, which eventually 
will further deteriorate the 
health of the bank’.

It demanded that the 
instruction of Aadhar en-
rolment by banks be re-
versed keeping in view the 
shortage of staff  and huge 
work-load of the bankers.  
“Further, the concerned 
authority should also wait 
till such time the Supreme 
Court comes out with a 
clear (sic). We also demand 
before the govt. to look for 
alternatives and add more 
work-force into banks if  it 
wants to implement Aad-
haar seeding works by the 
banks,” the confederation 
stated. 

New Delhi, Dec. 21 (PTI): A 
Special CBI court today acquit-
ted former telecom minister A 
Raja, DMK MP Kanimozhi 
and all other accused in the 2G 
scam case that had rocked the 
Manmohan Singh-led UPA-II 
government, holding that the 
prosecution "miserably failed" 
to prove any of  the corruption 
and money laundering charges.

The stunning verdict came 
as an anti-climax in a case that 
had been repeatedly highlight-
ed by the BJP during the 2014 
general election campaign as 
the hallmark of  corruption 
in the then UPA regime. The 
BJP turned the arbitrary award 
of  radio frequency to telecom 
providers into a major political 
issue and put the UPA-II gov-
ernment on the mat.

"I have absolutely no hesi-
tation in holding that pros-
ecution has miserably failed 
to prove any of  the charges 
against any of  the accused," 
Special CBI Judge O P Saini 
said in his verdicts in three sep-
arate cases related to the 2G 
scam in a packed courtroom at 
the Patiala House premises.

Dealing a body blow to 
the CAG's and CBI's estima-
tion of  huge loss in grant of  
2G licences, judge Saini in his 
1,552- page verdict in the main 
CBI case held that some peo-
ple "artfully" arranged few se-

lected facts and created a scam 
"when there was none". In all, 
there were 17 accused, includ-
ing Raja and Kanimozhi, both 
leaders of  Congress ally DMK, 
in this case that also included 
three corporate entities.

The three judgements, 
which together ran into 2,183 
pages, included the one that 
stemmed out of  the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)'s mon-
ey laundering case.

The ED and the CBI said 
they will challenge before the 
Delhi High Court the ver-
dicts, which also unleashed a 
political slugfest between the 
BJP and the Opposition. There 
were 19 accused in the ED 
chargesheet some of  whom 
figured in the CBI chargesheet 
filed in its main and offshoot 
case.

Buoyed by the verdicts, the 
Congress and the DMK said 
"truth" has finally prevailed 
and that justice has been de-
livered while the ruling party 
asked the Congress not to treat 
them as a "badge of  honour".

The Congress demanded 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley and other BJP leaders 
apologise to the nation for their 
alleged "propaganda and lies" 
on the issue.

Manmohan Singh said the 
court judgement needs to be re-

spected as it has "pronounced 
that the massive propaganda" 
unleashed against his govern-
ment was without any founda-
tion.

"Will all those people, in-
cluding Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Arun Jaitley and 
other BJP leaders, who for 
years made false propaganda 
and lies their stepping stone 
to come to power, apologise to 
the country?" asked Congress 
communications incharge 
Randeep Surjewala. "Today is 
the day for fixing accountabil-
ity and responsibility."

In a counterattack, Finance 
minister Arun Jaitley said the 
Congress should not treat the 
2G verdict as a "badge of  hon-
our." The party's "zero loss 
theory" was proved wrong 
when the apex court squashed 
spectrum allocation in 2012, he 
added.

A number of  supporters of  
DMK leaders Raja and Kani-
mozhi, who were anxiously 
waiting outside the jam-packed 
court room, broke into loud 
cheers as soon as the verdict 
was pronounced.

"There is no evidence 
against me and justice has 
been delivered," Kanimozhi, 
daughter of  DMK supremo M 
Karunanidhi, told reporters. A 
beaming Raja said, "You see 
everybody is happy."

In a statement in the 
evening, Raja said the court 
acquittal showed that the pre-
sumptive loss in allocation of  
2G spectrum was "cooked-up". 
He also debunked the pre-
sumptive loss theories in the 
allocation.

Raja, who was the Telecom 
minister in the Congress-led 
UPA government when 122 
spectrum licences were issued 
to 8 companies in 2008 on first-
come-first-serve basis, said his 
actions were for the benefit of  
masses.

Raja remained in jail for 
over 15 months while Kani-
mozhi was in prison for six 
months before they were grant-
ed bail. Other accused persons 
were also in jail for varying 
terms.

The trial in the three cases 
relating to the 2G scam began 
after the then Comptroller and 
Auditor General Vinod Rai in 
his report alleged 122 2G li-
cences were given to telecom 
operators at throwaway prices 
when the UPA was in power 
and pegged at Rs 1.76 lakh 
crore the loss to the national 
exchequer.

The CBI had alleged that 
there was a loss of  Rs 30,984 
crore to the exchequer in allo-
cation of  licences for the 2G 
spectrum which were scrapped 
by the Supreme Court court on 

February 2, 2012.
Former telecom minister 

Kapil Sibal demanded an apol-
ogy from Rai, saying his stand 
on loss from the 2G spectrum 
allocation stands vindicated. 
Sibal had contradicted the 
CAG report, maintaining there 
was "zero loss" to the Govern-
ment as a result of  giving 2G 
licences to new players in 2008.

The verdict also echoed in 
the Lok Sabha where senior 
Congress leader M Veerappa 
Moily demanded that Rai quit 
all posts. Rai heads the Su-
preme Court-appointed four-
member panel of  administra-
tors to run the affairs of  the 
BCCI and is also the Chairman 
of  the Banks Board Bureau.

Besides Raja and Kani-
mozhi, the other accused who 
were given a chit in the main 
CBI case included former Tele-
com Secretary Siddharth Behu-
ra, Raja's erstwhile private sec-
retary R K Chandolia, Swan 
Telecom promoters Shahid Us-
man Balwa and Vinod Goenka, 
Unitech Ltd MD Sanjay Chan-
dra and three top executives of  
Reliance Anil Dhirubhai Am-
bani Group (RADAG) -- Gau-
tam Doshi, Surendra Pipara 
and Hari Nair, Asif  Balwa, 
Rajiv Aggarwal of  Kusegaon 
Fruits and Vegetables Pvt Ltd, 
film producer Karim Morani, 
Sharad Kumar, Director of  Ka-

laignar TV were also acquitted 
in the money laundering case.

Three companies--
Swan Telecom, Unitech 
Wireless(Tamil Nadu) limited 
and Reliance Telecom limited-
-listed as accused in the main 
case were also acquitted.

The acquittal of  all the ac-
cused brought to end the trial 
that lasted nearly seven years 
in one of  the most controvesial 
corruption cases that involved 
politicians, bureaucrats and a 
host of  businessmen and cor-
porate executives accused of  
conspiracy in the allocation of  
spectrum or radio waves used 
to offer mobile servies.

Raja and Kanimozhi were 
also let off  in another case 
lodged by the ED under the 
money laundering law arising 
out of  the 2G scam.

Saini, whose court came 
into being on March 14, 2011 
for hearing 2G cases exclusive-
ly, also acquitted Essar Group 
promoters Ravi Kant Ruia and 
Anshuman Ruia and six others 
in a separate CBI case arising 
out of  the 2G scam probe.

Besides Ruias, Loop Tel-
ecom Promoters I P Khaitan 
and Kiran Khaitan and Vikash 
Saraf, one of  the Essar Group 
Directors, Loop Telecom Ltd, 
Loop Mobile (India) Ltd and 
Essar Teleholdings Ltd were 
also acquitted. 

Peren, Dec. 21 (DIPR): 2 x 
75 Kw Noirol Stage-II Mhp 
under the Department of  
New & Renewable Energy 
was formally commissioned 
by the Chief Minister, T.R. 
Zeliang on 21st December 
2017.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral programme the Chief  
Minister said that with 
the commissioning of the 
project there will be im-
provement in power in the 
area. He encouraged the vil-
lagers to cooperate and use 
it for the welfare of the so-
ciety and he also expressed 

his gratitude to Punglwa vil-
lage for donating their lands 
for developmental works.  

The project is executed 
by Genmachines Pvt. Ltd. 
In a span of two years at 
a total cost of Rs. 287.25 
Lacs (sic). The success of  
the project is through coor-
dinated efforts of the Offic-
ers and Staffs of the depart-
ment and through immense 
support from the Punglwa 
Village Council. The project 
is founded (sic) by the Min-
istry of New and Renew-
able Energy (MNRE) and 
the North east Council 

(NEC). 
The energy generated 

from the project will be 
supplied to Punglwa and 
surrounding villages. Ex-
cess energy generated dur-
ing Monsoon season will 
be injected into the grid 
as the system is designed 
for grid interactive. The 
Chief Minister was ac-
companied by the Home 
Minister AzoNienu, Hor-
ticulture Minister,Kejong 
Chang, Cooperation Min-
ister Imtilemba and Geol-
ogy and Mining Minister, P. 
Longon.

Things are not quite so 
simple always as black 

and white. 

~ Doris Lessing

Tell me honestly, did you die 
willingly for Christmas or did 

you resist?

~ Arien

Powerful SA pace attack 
will put India under 
pressure – Smith |  P12

Manipur seeks 
disclosure of Centre-
NSCN (IM) pact

Noklak is Nagaland’s youngest district 

NPRAAF gives 7-day deadline to RD dept.

Raja, Kanimozhi acquitted in 2G scam; political slugfest breaks out 

Bankers union 
oppose Aadhar-bank 
account linking   

Punglwa hydro-project 
hopes to ease power woes   
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Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Honya Yanlem  |  P10

UN Jerusalem vote: Trump 
threatens countries with 

aid withdrawal | P9

NOTICE
This is to inform our 
readers that offices of 
Eastern Mirror will 
remain closed from 

Dec. 22 to Dec. 26 on 
account of Christmas 

holidays. Our next 
issue will hit the stands 

on Dec. 28. We wish 
our readers a happy 

Christmas.
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SCWA officials along with the Bishop of Kohima Rev. Dr. James Thoppil after unveiling the jubilee monolith in Seyochung. Parliamentary secretary Levi Rengma along with his colleagues and RSU officials after unveiling the 
conference monolith in Tesophenyu.

KNCS officials along with the chief guest and elders at the branch office inauguration programme in Pangti village on December 16.

Vendors of Mao Market, Kohima, along with proprietors of Seyie Gas Agency on December 21.

A section of the women candidates who were given the ministry license during the ordination programme held in Thilixu Baptist 
Church on December 19.

Bishop urges women to 
build their lives on Christ 

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
Seyochung Catholic Wom-
en Association (SCWA) 
has celebrated its silver ju-
bilee on December 17 at 
St. Mary’s Church, Seyo-
chung, where Bishop of  
Kohima Rev. Dr. James 
Thoppil graced the occasion 
as the main celebrant of the 
Holy Mass. President of  
Nagaland Catholic Women 
Association (NCWA) and 
main celebrant Ms. Angela 
blessed the jubilee memorial 
stone.

In his homily, Bishop 
James said “the gospel or 
Christianity in itself will not 
work any miracles in our live 
or change us, unless we live it 
in our lives.” He added that 
one’s baptism as catholic in 
itself  is not an automatic 
passport to heaven.

He challenged the gath-
ering to live their lives ac-
cordingly to the values of  
the Gospel, so as to make 
faith fruitful. He based this 
reflection on the letter of  
St. James, “faith by itself, 

if  it has no works, is dead” 
(James 2:17).

He exhorted the women 
association to make the jubi-
lee an occasion to resolve in 
rebuilding their lives on the 
strong foundation – Jesus 
Christ. He also called upon 
the women to embrace the 
future with hope. 

After the Holy mass, 
the Eucharistic procession 
was organised as a sign of  
recommitment and expres-
sion of faith. 

During the felicitation 

programme, Ms. Angela, 
president NCWA, called 
upon the women to be good 
mothers at home. She said 
as women of faith, mothers 
can contribute positively and 
negatively to the society. She 
also encouraged the Catho-
lic mothers not to shy away 
to witness the great legacy of  
faith which is handed down 
by the pioneers. 

Earlier Fr. Amos accord-
ed the words of  welcome. 
The event ended with the 
jubilee fellowship meal.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
Rengma Students’ Union 
(RSU) has held its 39th 
general  conference in 
Tesophenyu village from 
December 18 to 20. The 
introductory session of  the 
conference witnessed dis-
course on the topic “Model 
Rengma organisation con-
ference” with an objective 
for Model Rengma Vision 
2030.

The second day and 
inaugural programme was 
graced by Er. Levi Rengma, 
parliamentary secretary of  
PWD (Housing) as the 
chief  host and chief  guest. 
He was accompanied by 
other colleagues namely 
Er. Picto Shohe, parliamen-
tary secretary of  law and 
justice; Amenba Yaden, 
parliamentary secretary of  
industries & commerce and 
NIDC; and YM Yolow, 
parliamentary secretary of  
agriculture.

Stressing on the theme 
of  the conference “Aspire 
& Achieve,” the chief  guest 
encouraged the students 
to have “smart plan” i.e. 
to be specific, measurable, 
achievable, reliable, and 
time bound. Stating that 
the society today is ridden 
by trust deficit, he asked 
the congregation to be true 
to themselves and do the 
right thing. 

ANTA lauds NSCN (IM)
All Nagaland Taxi Association (ANTA) has appreciated 
the NSCN (IM) for showing wisdom and respect to the 
association in returning the keys of Wokha bound Tata 
Sumo taxi which were seized from Khedi Counter, Kohima. 
The keys were handed over to ANTA president in its 
office by high ranking officials personally. ANTA president 
Vibasetuo Solo has appreciated the “Goodwill festive 
gesture” and further requested the NSCN (IM) and ACVA 
to come to a term of “perpetual reconciliation” and avoid 
further misunderstandings and confusions.

UNDP appoints officials
President of United Naga Democratic Party (UNDP) 
Hotongse Sangtam has appointed youth wing officials 
headed by Yabang I Imchen as president, Nokzenketba 
C Pongen as vice president, H Khumtimong Sangtam as 
general secretary, Nchumthung Ngullie and Tsuvito Tikhir 
as joint secretaries.

Notun Bosti council grateful
Notun Bosti Council Dimapur (NBCD) has acknowledged 
the troops of B Coy 32 Assam Rifle led by Captain Jaish 
Dev and his sub-ordinates for paying a courtesy visit to the 
colony and conducted “Awareness lecture on government 
schemes” on December 21 to enable the residents to avail 
the benefits. The council chairman E Jon Ezung and the 
secretary Kavito Ayemi stated that council members, GBs, 
Khel chairmen, and public attended the programme.

Sovima council bans crackers
Sovima village council (SVC) has notified that using of fire 
crackers would be restricted within the village Jurisdiction. 
The council secretary Khrieketoulie warned the council 
would take its own course of action against anyone found 
violating the order. 

DDTOA informs members
Dimapur District Truck Owners’ Association (DDTOA) 
has informed all the registered members (permanent/ 
temporary) that its office would remain closed with effect 
from December 23 till January 4, 2018 on account of the 
ensuing Christmas and New Year celebrations. This was 
stated in a press release issued by its general secretary, 
Kivigho Zhomomi.

News iN Brief

WeATher foreCAST IN oTher DISTrICTS 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKhA 17.6 10.8 7.5 55 NIL

MoN 21.2 11.4 12.5 93 NIL

TueNSANG 18.2 13 13.5 79 NIL

MKG 18.4 13.4 14.8 88 NIL

PheK 17.4 8.8 9.2 95 NIL

KIPhIre 13 6.2 9.2 95 NIL

TSeMINYu 19.2 11.6 10.3 73 NIL

SeChÜ ZuBZA 20 11 10.2 64 NIL

JALuKIe 23 13 7.7 73 NIL

MANGKoLeMBA 25 17.2 16.5 73 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

“Young generation to-
day has the responsibility 
to even correct the elders 
if  they are misguiding,” 
he said and encourage the 
students to fear the Lord 
in order to achieve their 
goals. 

The valedictory func-
tion on December 20 was 
graced by Rajesh Sound-
ararajan, deputy com-
missioner, Kohima. The 
valedictory function also 
witnessed cultural extrava-

ganza presented by dif-
ferent constituent units in 
the forms of  folk dance, 
folklore narration, act and 
folk song reviving the rich 
glory of  Rengma culture, 
history and tradition. 

The speaker empha-
sised that young Rengma 
Nagas can play critical role 
in fighting for the just right 
in the demand for district. 
Focusing on the theme 
“Aspire and Achieve,” he 
stated that one should as-

pire for great things and do 
small things everyday by 
making the right choice. 

In his concluding re-
mark, he encouraged the 
students to utilise their gifts 
for all round development 
and progressive society. 

The programme was 
chaired by Asa Tep, while 
the invocation prayer was 
said by Shayhun Tsela, 
pastor TLBC. Meshenchu 
Kath, pastor NTBC, said 
the benediction.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Zeliang People Organisation Nagaland 
(ZPON) has appreciated the NPF led DAN government in the state for 
fulfilling the long cherished dreams and wishes of  the people in Peren 
district for upgrading SDO (C) Jalukie to that of  ADC headquarters 
and the EAC Ahthibung to that of  SDO (C) headquarters.

With the latest development bestowed upon the district, the or-
ganisation has urged the stakeholders to be more cooperative with the 
government for better and smooth transition and functioning of  offices 
for the benefit and welfare of  the people in the district.

Meanwhile, the organisation president Kezin Zeliang and the 
secretary Kerang Duntta has urged the government to take up renova-
tion of  Peren-Tening road which is lying unattended for more than 30 
years. It apprised that bad road condition coupled with high rates of  
transportation cost has affected the economy of  rural farmers.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
Kuki Inpi Nagaland (KIN) has 
strongly condemned the abduc-
tion of  Lalneineiw, son of  Neith-
anglen Saiph, VDB secretary of  
Khelma village under Ahthibung 
sub-division in Peren district, on 
November 25 by miscreant(s) for 
a ransom of  INR 15 lakhs.

KIN has expressed anguish 
that such uncivilised incident 
had happened at a time when 
every Christian is gearing up to 
celebrate Christmas and wel-
come the birth of  the ‘Prince of  
Peace.’ 

While condemning the abduc-

tion for ransom from a poor vil-
lager, KIN stated that such anti-
social activity by any individual(s) 
or organisation is unacceptable in 
a civilised society.

KIN, in a press release is-
sued by its information secretary 
Richard Haolai, appealed to 
the kidnapper(s) to immediately 
release the boy safe and sound 
without any condition at the ear-
liest before Christmas. It further 
requested the administration 
and the security forces to take 
immediate steps to secure the 
release of  the kidnapped boy at 
the earliest.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Kyong 
Naga Cultural Society (KNCS) 
has inaugurated its branch office 
in Pangti village on December 16 
at the office of Yondon Youth As-
sociation with Jenithung N Shitiri, 
chairman of Pangti village council, 
as the chief guest, while the dedica-
tory prayer for the office was said 
by Bijamo Yanthan, associate pas-
tor of Pangti Baptist Church.

The programme was attended 
by various organisation elders, 
advisor of Lotha Hoho, and well 
wishers.

Addressing the gathering, the 
chief  guest thanked KNCS for 
rendering their selfless service for 
the Lotha Naga to educate young 

people especially at Pangti village 
also setting up its office to preserve 
and to promote culture.

The programme was chaired 
by Ms Lochumbeni Murrypvüi, 
while the invocation and benedic-
tion were pronounced by. Zubemo 
Ngullie, junior associate pastor of  
PBC, and C Yanabomo Kikon, 
secretary of  AG Church Pangti. 
Folk 

Song was presented by moth-
ers’ group of  Yondon Colony, 
while greetings was delivered by 
president PVSU and vote of thanks 
was said by Openthung Odyuo, 
president KNCS Branch Pangti. 

Welcome address and KNCS 
aims were delivered by Zubemo 

Kithan, chairman governing body 
and president Oking, Kohima. 
While delivering the aims of  the 
organisation, he has stressed on 
the need to do research and pro-
mote culture saying is the identity 
of any community. 

Yanpo Ezung, former presi-
dent KNCS branch Wokha, also 
spoke and encouraged the new 
team to accept every challenges, 
obstacles and to overcome with 
possibilities.

KNCS branch Pangti office 
would be headed by Openthung 
Odyuo as president, T Mhat-
hung Patton as vice president, 
and Orenthung Jami as general 
secretary.

Kohima, Dec. 21 (EMN): As 
part of  its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), Seyie 
Gas Agency, Kohima, on 
Dece,ber 21 shared the joy 
of  Christmas with vendors 

of  Mao Market, adjacent to 
Emergency and Fire Services, 
Kohima. 

The proprietors of  the 
agency, Kuolachalie Seyie and 
his wife along with members 

of  Eklektos Baptist Church 
extended gift to the vendors 
and also shared Christmas 
cake. Pastor Pithungo Ngullie 
delivered the Christmas mes-
sage on the occasion.      

ecutive Secretary WSBAK, along 
with ordained ministers under 
WSBAK and host of family mem-
bers and church members. 

Altogether 15 candidates were 
ordained reverend while the rest 
were given ministry license which 
included 18 women. 

Earlier WSBAK had already 
given ministry license to two wom-
en. It was the second time in which 
women were given the license. 

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Office 
of  the Accountant General (A&E) 
ha informed all retired state govern-
ment officers/ officials that Pension 
and GPF final payment cases settled 
upto the month of  October and No-
vember 2017 have been uploaded on 
its website.

Pensioners are asked to log into 
the office web-site at www.agnaga-
land.gov.in by clicking at felicitation 
and pension or GPF felicitation or 

by directly clicking on the sticky note 
written ‘Click’ to view list of  settled 
pension /GPF final payment cases. 
The list has also been put up for dis-
play at the Public Relation Cell for 
viewing on any working days during 
Office hours.

It further informed that except 
Wednesday, all other days would be 
observed as public interview days. 
Public interview would be held be-
tween 11 am to 1:50 pm.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Depart-
ment of  Fisheries has celebrated its 
annual Pre-Christmas celebration on 
December 20 at Government Fish 
Farm, Thizama.

Ketusielie Angami, deputy direc-
tor, chaired the programme, while 
Viphrezo said the invocation, and 
the director Kevisa Kense delivered 
Christmas greetings. 

In his greetings, Kense said it is 
more blessed to give than to receive 
and encouraged the staff  to redis-
cover and celebrate the true spirit of  
Christmas.

Special numbers were presented 
by the technical staff, ministerial 
staff  and Ms Sentiben Longkumer, 
while Christmas message was deliv-
ered by R Wati Imchen, Registrar, 
and vote of  thanks was pronounced 
by Neitho-o Kuotsu, deputy direc-
tor. The closing prayer was said by I 
Khuyivi Sema, assistant engineer.

The occasion was marked with 
fishing, entertainment, games for the 
kids, volleyball matches between the 
various rank and file of  the depart-
ment followed by the Pre-Christmas 
feast and bonfire.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Having confirmed that the 
Ministry of  Commerce and Industry (DIPP), Govern-
ment of  India has assured to release the funds to clear 
up the pending cases, All Nagaland Industrial Entrepre-
neurs’ Federation (ANIEF) has requested all the selected 
entrepreneurs to be patient and bear with the concerned 
authorities till such time payment is released to the se-
lected beneficiaries.

ANIEF press release issued by its president Povotso 
Lobe and the secretary Shepong W Konyak stated that 
the federation has been working in close coordination 
with the State department of  Industries and Commerce 
for release of  funds under the pending cases of  Centre/
Transport Subsidy (CTS) and Central Capital Investment 
Subsidy (CCIS) for the year 2007, 2008 and 2009 for the 
State of  Nagaland.

As the Government of  India has assured to release the 
funds to clear up the pending cases, ANIEF requested all 
the selected entrepreneurs to be patient and bear with the 
concerned authorities till the payment is released to the 
selected beneficiaries.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): The 
WSBAK has ordained 70 includ-
ing women marking a historic 
event in the entire North East In-
dia. The Ordination Board of  
WSBAK had decided to ordain 
the selected candidates keeping in 
mind the vastness of  its associa-
tion. 

Many candidates were or-
dained by taking into consid-
eration the difficulties faced by the 
pastors who have to enlist others to 
conduct communion and baptism. 
With the motive of having at least 
one ordained minister in every 
church, the ordination took place 
at Thilixu Village Baptist Church 
on December 19 in the presence of  
Rev. Dr. Khehovi Shohe, Director 
of Sümi Baptist Convention, and 
Rev. Dr. Hevukhu Achumi, Ex-

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Di-
mapur District Citizens’ Forum 
(DDCF) has appreciation the 
management and students of  
Livingstone Foundation High-
er Secondary School (LFHSS) 
on achieving the 13th position 
in the All India School Merit 
Award 2017 at Bengaluru.

DDCF president Joseph 
Lemtur and the general sec-
retary Ahidur Rahman stated 
that winning the prestigious 
award through hard work and 
dedication ha not only brought 
laurels to the school but also 
pride for the citizen of  Di-
mapur.

DDCF further congratu-
lated Andrew Ahoto, principal 
cum chairman of  LFHSS, and 
his team for bringing glory to 
the state of  Nagaland.
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Dr. SK Sikdar, at centre, and officials from the NE states of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram after the regional workshop. 

State

•	 Won’t	let	“empty	headed	nuts”	destroy	citizen’s	health	
•	 	‘Time	public	recognize	dangers	and	put	stop	to	this	
nuisance’

•	 Colony	chairmen,	leaders	told	to	check	firecrackers	
•	 NSCN	(IM)	asked	to	take	action	against	firecracker	
sellers	in	line	with	ban	notice	

Dimapur sets goal: Zero 
‘indigenous malaria cases’ by 2022

NE states review progress of Family Planning

Dimapur councils lash out with 
warning at use of fire crackers

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): An in-
furiated Dimapur Urban Council 
Chairmen Federation (DUCCF) 
has strongly warned against the 
use of  firecrackers in urban Di-
mapur especially now that the 
festive season is here. The council 
has declared that it is time for 
citizens to put an end to the health 
hazard and noise pollution once 
and for all—and stop celebrating 
Christmas ‘like pagans.’ 

The council’s media cell is-
sued a press release to the media 
on Thur. reminding citizens in 
Dimapur that firecrackers were 
destroying the health of  the peo-
ple and the environment. The 
organisation has pointed to the 
dangers of  the toxins and chemi-
cals released by firecrackers, and 
the respiratory and nervous disor-
ders that affect pregnant women 
and children particularly.   

“Dimapur Urban Council 
Chairmen Federation is totally 
against bursting of  crackers with-
in Dimapur urban area, espe-
cially during festive seasons,” the 
organisation’s media cell stated. 
‘It is a known fact that different 

hazardous chemicals are used 
in manufacturing crackers, these 
chemicals are harmful to our 
health and environment.’

The toxins released by crack-
ers, the federation reminded, has 
adverse health hazards effecting 
more on people with heart prob-
lems, respiratory and nervous sys-
tem disorders, pregnant women 
and children. 

The organisation had this 
word for people who are destroy-
ing other people’s peace, sleep 
and health: 

“The toxins pollutes air and 
water. When People spends so 
much on medical and health 
care and with all the awareness 
campaign on environmental pro-
tection, it’s high time that we 
commit ourselves to avoid doing 
that which is harmful to all of  
us. We must not let some empty 
headed nuts jeopardize every-
body’s health. Its time to put a 
stop to this nuisance.” 

‘Curb firecracker suppli-
ers, sellers’

Also, the federation has ap-

preciated the NSCN (IM) for ban-
ning crackers and hoped that the 
armed group’s authority would 
take “proper deterrent action 
against the source (suppliers and 
sellers) of  crackers.”

A follow-up action ‘as per 
the press notice,’ the federation 
stated, is expected and ‘will be 
applauded.’ 

The organisation has also 
asked community leaders to 
check firecrackers in their respec-
tive area. ‘At the same time the 
federation informs all the colony 
councils and chairmen to check 
crackers in their respective juris-
diction,’ the press release stated. 

‘Christians, not pagans’
‘Christmas is not about burst-

ing crackers, it’s about receiving 
the Saviour in our hearts. We 
should stop celebrating as pagans,’ 
the press statement stated.

The federation has conveyed 
warm Christmas greetings to all 
the citizens and people. “May the 
New Year bring good governance 
and judicious development,” the 
statement added.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): A day-
long “regional review workshop” 
on matters of  family planning for 
the north-eastern states was con-
ducted on Dec. 20 at Hotel Vivor 
at Kohima town. Officials from 
various districts of  Meghalaya, 
Tripura, Mizoram, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland 
are understood to have attended 
the event. 

The mission director of  the 
National Health Mission (NHM) 
of  Nagaland Dr. Limaakum Jamir 
called upon the gathering to take 

full opportunity of  the occasion 
and ‘clarify all confusions, share 
problems and seek for solutions 
and direction from the govern-
ment officials’ attending the work-
shop.

The commissioner-secretary 
of  Nagaland’s department of  
Health & Family Welfare R Ram-
akrishnan also addressed the event. 
He said that health being every-
body’s concern, ‘We should take 
all the angles into consideration 
while delivering the service to the 
people.’ He spoke also about the 

importance of  roping-in all stake-
holders especially the churches to 
spread awareness about the impor-
tance of  family planning among 
the people through all possible 
platforms with ownership.’  

The deputy director of  the 
Ministry of  Health & Family 
Planning Dr.SK Sikdar addressed 
the event as well. He mentioned 
that the government of  India ‘very 
concerned and has a soft corner for 
the north-eastern states, taking into 
account the constraints being faced 
from different corners.’

The official explained also 
that the objective is welfare of  the 
mother and child. ‘We have to 
improve on all the components of  
the RCH and not concentrate on 
only one aspect as everything is 
co-related.’

Dr. Sikdar gave a presentation 
about where the states stood in 
terms of  Family Planning Pro-
grams and ‘where we need to 
improve upon.’ He highlighted 
also new initiatives by the govt. 
of  India through Family Planning 
platforms.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): The Na-
tional Vector Borne Disease Control 
Programme (NVBDCP) had launched 
the ‘malaria elimination’ campaign for 
Dimapur district on Dec. 14 with the  
vision to eliminate malaria (zero ‘indig-
enous cases’) throughout the district by 
2022. That way, it would also contribute 
to improving health, quality of life and 
alleviate poverty. It also seeks to main-
tain malaria–free status in areas where 
malaria transmission had been inter-
rupted and to prevent reintroduction of  
the vector borne disease.

‘The district is actively implement-
ing the programme activities resulting 
to decrease Annual Parasite Incidence 
(API) from 0.42 in 2014 to 0.14 in 2016 
and no reported deaths in 2016 in rural 
Dimapur. Meanwhile decreased API 
from 1.1 in 2014 to 0.8 in 2016 and no 
reported deaths in 2016 in the urban 
section as well,’ states a report from the 
NVBDCP of the Dimapur District Ma-
laria Elimination Plan 2017-2022. 

As per the epidemiological data, dur-
ing the past nine years (2008-16) in rural 
Dimapur malaria cases were recorded 
at the highest in 2010 with 1463 cases. 
After 2010, there was a massive decline 
in malaria cases in the rural areas with 
only 32 cases. In urban Dimapur, dur-
ing the past seven years (2010-2016), 
malaria cases were recorded the highest 
in 2012 with 311 cases. 

Early diagnosis and complete treat-
ment as well as distribution of  Long 
Lasting Insecticidal Net (LLIN) reduced 
the number of positive cases, the NVB-
DCP of Dimapur states.

Malarial deaths in rural Dimapur 
during the last nine years (2008- 2016) 
was recorded the highest in 2009 with 
eight deaths whereas in Urban Dimapur 

during the last 7 years (2010 
– 2016) malarial death was 
recorded the highest in 2010, 
with 11 deaths. 

The district with the ef-
fective programmed imple-
mentation could reduce the 
occurrence of  death over 
the years, and there was no 
reported case of death due 
to malaria.

The milestone and tar-
gets set for malaria elimina-
tion in the rural areas:

By 2018 all seven blocks 
in rural Dimapur-Medziphe-
ma, Dhansiripar, Singrijan, 
Niuland, Kuhuboto, Chu-
mukedima and Dimapur 
block, all six Sub centres in 
urban Dimapur-Nagarjan, 
Duncan, Lingrijan, Mid-
land, Xuvihe, Sematilla and 

one UPHC that are under 
Category 1(Elimination 
Phase) in 2016 have inter-
rupted malaria transmission 
and achieve zero indigenous 
cases and deaths due to ma-
laria

By 2020 all blocks have 
reduced API to less than 1 
case per 1000 population at 
risk, sustain zero deaths due 
to malaria and establish fully 
functional malaria surveil-
lance to track, investigate 
and respond to each case 
throughout the district.

By 2022 indigenous 
transmission is interrupted 
and the district has no indig-
enous case and no death due 
to malaria while sustaining 
zero indigenous cases and 
deaths due to malaria.

The Dimapur District 
Malaria Elimination Plan 
2017-2022 also has a sur-
veillance plan to enhance 
the activities of Sentinel Site 
Hospital Malaria set up in 
the district, mobilisation for 
Early Diagnosis and Com-
plete Treatment (EDCT), 
early case detection (pas-
sive and active), screening 
camps, extensive blood Slide 
collection, inter- state and 
intra district data sharing.

To enhance the surveil-
lance and case manage-
ment, the district proposes 
to select and train 186 Fevers 
Treatment Depot in villages 
where ASHAs are not ac-
tive and in villages where 
there is no Health Units, it 
informed.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
Manipur’s Water Resources 
Minister Letpao Haokip 
has  a s su red  tha t  the 
state’s government has 
been planning to take 
up necessary measures 
to  tackle  the  s l id ing, 
depression and sinking of  
river banks of  Sugunu and 
Kumbi constituencies; the 
measures are expected to be 
prior to monsoon next year.

Informing that repairing 
the breached river banks or 
checking the sinking areas 
are the duty of  the water 
resources department, 
Minister Letpao, said the 
department will do its 
best. He was replying to a 
question on the second day 
of  the assembly session. 
He was responding to a 
question on the issue of  
‘breaching and sliding’ 
rivers banks in Sugnu and 
Kumbi constituencies in 
Manipur’s Bishnupur and 

Kakching districts when 
water gates of  Ithai barrage 
are opened to release excess 
water during monsoon. 
The question was raised by 
Kumbi MLA S Bira during 
the question and answer 
session of  the assembly on 
Thur.

“Though the humans 
cannot completely prevent 
the natural calamities, the 
department will try to take 
maximum steps to tackle 
it,” Letpao said.

I tha i  ba r rage  i s  a 
35-feet high dam across 
Manipur River and a major 
component of  Loktak 
Mult ipur pose  Project 
which was taken up in 1983 
to provide regulated storage 
to generate power and lift 
irrigation, maintained the 
water level of  Loktak Lake 
at a constant level of  768.9 
metre throughout the year.

As a result, it not only 
adversely affected huge 
agriculture and settlement 

areas on the periphery of  
the lake, but also changed 
the entire hydrology of  
Loktak.

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e 
public’s demand, Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh had 
even urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to review 
the Loktak multipurpose 
project and Ithai barrage 
for a permanent solution 
to the frequent floods in 
the state. 

Manipur has witnessed 
f loods five times since 
Cyclone Mora hit  the 
state as the year received 
unpredicted rain across 
the state round the year. 
It claimed 20 lives and 
affected nearly 85,226 
hectares of  agriculture 
land, 16,968 hectares of fish 
farms, 19095 houses, 421 
government infrastructure 
including 128 schools, 
43 bridges and 35 market 
sheds, according to official 
reports.

Guwahati, Dec. 21 (IANS): The 
Gauhati High Court on Thursday 
quashed the detention of  Assam’s 
farmer leader and RTI activist 
Akhil Gogoi under the National 
Security Act (NSA) 1980, ordering 
his immediate release.

The court has also asked the 
Assam Chief Secretary to conduct 
a detailed inquiry involving all 
the persons who had a role, either 
constructive or advisory, in the 
process leading to the order of the 
petitioner’s preventive detention.

Justice Achintya Malla Bujar 
Barua passed the judgment which 
stated he was entitled for immediate 
release if  not arrested in any other 
case.

Gogoi had been in Assam’s 
Dibrugarh jail since September 
13. The Assam Police arrested 
him on the charges of sedition and 
instigating the people of  the state 
to take up arms. On September 24, 
Gogoi was booked under the NSA.

“Upon such inquiry being 
conducted, a proper analysis be 
made as to where and why such 
serious lapses have occurred and 
upon doing so, effective corrective 
measure be taken that such lapses 
and lacunas do not occur in future,” 
said a senior advocate quoting the 
court order.

“It is a requirement of  the 
Constitutional process that the state 
government authorities educate all 

the authorities connected with the 
process of  making and sustaining 
an order of  preventive detention 
as regards the Constitutional 
requirements, more particularly 
under Article 22(5) and put in place 
an effective monitoring system to 
ensure that the requirements of the 
Constitution is duly followed and 
implemented.”

“In the instant case, from the 
records, it cannot be ascertained 
as to whether any officer of  the 
government who assists or advises 
on facts or law had appeared before 
the Advisory Board with a view to 
justify the order of detention,” the 
order said.

“In view of such absence of any 

material to conclude as to whether 
any officer of the government had 
appeared before the Advisory Board 
to justify the order of  detention 
or as to whether such officers had 
merely carried the records, this 
court refrains itself  from giving a 
conclusive view as to whether the 
petitioner was prejudiced by the 
refusal to be assisted by a legal 
counsel.” 

Gogoi, who heads the farmers’ 
body Krishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti, while addressing a public 
meeting in Moran had said if  Hindu 
migrants from Bangladesh were 
forced upon Assam, people here 
would be compelled to take up 
arms.

Itanagar, Dec. 21 (PTI): Voting 
for the high stakes bypolls in two 
assembly constituencies of Arunachal 
Pradesh Pakke-Kessang and Likabali 
began here today amid tight security.

Sources in the election office said 
the polling began at 7am with people 
arriving to exercise their franchise 
across booths, braving the chill and 
misty conditions.

Elaborate security arrangements 
have been put in place with state police, 
ITBP and four companies of  central 
paramilitary forces deployed at all 
booths, Joint Chief Electoral Officer D 
J Bhattacharjee said.

The CRPF and IRB personnel 
would be covering the critical booths, 
he said.

Around 150 polling personnel have 
been deployed for Pakke-Kessang seat 

and 220 for Likabali, Bhattacharjee 
said.

The Election Commission has 
appointed general and expenditure 
observers to oversee the entire polling 
process.

A total of 18,063 voters will decide 
the fate of six candidates in the fray.

Former Deputy Chief  Minister 
Kameng Dolo of  the Congress has 
locked horns with BJP nominee B R 
Waghe in Pakke-Kessang, where 7,455 
voters, including 3943 females, would 
exercise their franchise at 29 polling 
stations. The Likabali constituency 
would witness a multi-cornered contest 
with four candidates in the fray - Kardo 
Nyigyor of the BJP, Modam Dini of  
the Congress, Gumke Riba of Peoples’ 
Party of Arunachal and Independent 
candidate Sengo Taipodia.

More than 10,600 electorates, 
including over 5300 female voters, 
would cast their votes in 39 polling 
stations in Likabali.

The Pakke-Kessang seat fell vacant 
after the Gauhati High Court declared 
the election of Kameng Dolo in March 
2014 ‘null and void’ in response to an 
election petition filed by BJP nominee 
and former minister Atum Welly.

Welly had alleged that a letter with 
his forged signature was submitted 
to the EC, requesting withdrawal 
of  his candidaturem and he had no 
knowledge about it. Dolo had won the 
election unopposed in 2014. 

The bypoll in Likabali seat was 
necessitated following the death of  
Health and Family Welfare Minister 
Jomde Kena on September 4 at a 
hospital in Guwahati.

Shillong, Dec. 21 (PTI): 
Scientists have discovered 
a new frog species from its 
home in the fast flowing 
streams in Arunachal 
Pradesh s Lower Subansiri 
district, one of  the five 
discovered in India in the 
recent times and the 59th 
in the world, officials said 
today.

T h e  n e w  s p e c i e s 
discovered from Talle 
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary 
(WLS) has been named as 
Odorrana arunachalensis, 
after the state where it was 
discovered, they said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
publication in the Journal of  
Biosciences, a science journal 
of Arunachal Pradesh-based 
Rajiv Gandhi University, 
the species is sighted during 
the wet season, from April 
to September. They are not 
seen in the dry seasons.

Odorrana (commonly 
known as the odorous frog) 
is a genus of  true frogs 
(Ranidae) from East Asia 
and surrounding regions 
including India.

The medium-s ized 
green frog adapted for a 

life in torrential waters of  
the state was discovered by 
a team of  scientists from 
the Zoological Survey of  
India led by Bhaskar Saikia, 
Bikramjit Sinha and Ilona 
Jacinta Kharkongor.

This new species inhabits 
moss and fern covered rocky 
stratum along hill streams 
in mixed wet tropical forest 
type. Currently, they are 
repor ted f rom within 
a n d  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e 
Talley Valley WLS but 
are expected to be found 
in a wider range due to 
the availability of  similar 
habitats of  this species in 
other parts of  the state.

There  are  over  50 
species of  frogs belonging 
to the genus Odorrana with 
many species exhibiting 
overlapping morphological 
characters, making their 
identification in the field 
difficult.  But in the case of  
Odorrana arunachalensis, 
the presence of a black band-
like mark between the eyes 
is a distinguishing character 
that separates it from all the 
other frog species of  this 
genus.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Extortion 
in south Arunachal Pradesh has been 
on the rise in this pre Christmas season, 
stated a press release issued by the Press 
Information Bureau (Defence Wing).

The release mentions that since the 
beginning of  November, reports of  various 
fractions of  NSCN carrying out extortion 
activities in the region had been received 
and a proactive strategy is said to have 
been adopted by the security forces to deter 
the underground groups. 

In a major crackdown on the extortion 
nexus two major operations were 

launched by the Longding and Khonsa 
battalions of  Security Forces during 
which three hardcore NSCN(U) cadres 
and one hardcore NSCN(K) cadre were 
apprehended in the evening of  Dec. 20, 
added the release. 

Longding and Khonsa battalions 
under the aegis of  Dao Division have 
been carrying out unabated operations in 
south Arunachal Pradesh to keep the area 
peaceful and out of  clutches of  insurgents, 
these apprehension will go a long way 
in creating fear among the anti national 
elements in the area.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): Women 
committee of United NGOs Mission 
Manipur

(UNM-M)  in a press release has 
warmly welcomed and appreciated the 
action taken up by A. Noutuneshwari 
Devi, the additional sessions judge, Fast 
Tract Court, Crime Against Women, 
for awarding life time imprisonment 
of main accused and co accused for 20 
years imprisonment in connection with 
Leihaopokpi hillock rape case which 
happened on Jan. 22, 2014.

The release mentions that the 
main accused Khuraijam Bungbung 
(30 years) was awarded lifetime 
imprisonment while co-accused 
Nongthongbam Bocha alias Biren 
Singh (43 years) and Khuraijam 
Khamba Singh (26 years) were given 
20 years of imprisonment. 

They were pronounced guilty by 
the Court on Dec. 18, stated the release.

Imphal, Dec. 21 (IANS): A 
34-year-old man from Odisha was 
critically injured when two men 
shot at him here, Manipur Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh said on 
Thursday. Abbas Malik is fighting 
for his life in a private hospital, 
Biren Singh, also in charge of  
Home, told the assembly.

He said that  Malik was 
staying in a rented house near the 
Nityainanda temple in Imphal. The 
house owner has been identified as 
Irengbam Biramangol.

On Wednesday night, two 
unidentified youths brandishing 
handguns barged into the house 
and opened fire at Malik from close 
range. Malik was rushed to the 
hospital where his condition is said 
to be “critical”. A case has been 
registered and police have rounded 
up five suspects who are being 
interrogated, Biren Singh said, 
adding the police do not know the 
identity or motive of the gunmen.

Attacks on non-locals by armed 
men is not new in Manipur. Police 

said that such incidents have been 
reported over the last three decades. 
As no gunman has ever been 
arrested, it is not known exactly 
why the non-locals are targeted.

Police say that security measures 
have been tightened. Biren Singh is 
reported to have asked the police to 
instil a sense of confidence so that 
a mass exodus of non-locals is not 
triggered.

In the past, thousands of  
outsiders have left Manipur despite 
the best efforts of police.

Aizawl, Dec. 21 (PTI): A district-
level special task force committee 
has decided to create a mechanism 
for identifying and deporting 
undocumented Bangladeshi 
immigrants from the border areas 
of the state.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  h e l d  a 
meeting, chaired by district deputy 
commissioner Benjamin Lalzama, 

at south Mizoram’s Lunglei district 
to discuss ways to tackle the influx 
of immigrants, an official statement 
here said.

To p  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s , 
representatives of  the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and leaders 
of civil societies were present at the 
meeting, it said.

Officials posted along the border 

areas were instructed at the meeting 
to take care while issuing birth and 
residential certificates to ensure 
that no foreign nationals were in 
possession of  such documents, 
the statement added. Mizoram 
has been facing a democratic 
nightmare due to unchecked flow 
of  Bangladeshi nationals, mainly 
from the Chakma community.

Guwahati, Dec. 21 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minister 
Sa rbananda  Sonowal 
today exhorted the state 
government employees to set 
an example of efficient work 
culture before the young 
generation and contribute 
towards the resurgence of  
the state’s economy.

“ I f  A s s a m  h a s  t o 
become one of  the top 
states in the country and 
develop its socio-economic 

condition, then government 
employees must set an 
example of  work culture 
for the young generation 
and they will come forward 
to participate in the nation 
building process through 
hard work and dedication,” 
Sonowal said while laying 
the foundation stone of  
Sadou Asom Karmachari 
Parishad’s (SAKP) office 
headquarter here today.

The chief  minister 

acknowledged the support 
of  the employees in the 
campaign against corruption 
and hoped they would 
continue with it.

Only with the help 
of  its employees the state 
government can achieve 
the goals of  a corruption-
free, pollution-free, illegal 
i m m i g r a n t s - f r e e  a n d 
terrorism-free Assam, he 
added.

Referring to the Global 

Investors’ Summit scheduled 
here in February, he said the 
state government has been 
organising roadshows in 
different parts of the country 
and the world for bringing 
investments to the state. 

Sonowal also urged 
the SAKP to consider 
starting working hours in 
government offices from 
9.30 am in view of  early 
sunrise in these parts of the 
country.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
T h e  K a r b i  A n g l o n g 
Autonomous Counci l 
(KAAC) has distributed 
free textbooks to students of  
secondary schools in Karbi 
Anglong of  Assam for the 
for thcoming academic 
session of 2018.

The chief  executive 
member of  the council 
T u l i r a m  R o n g h a n g 
attended a programme 
marking the distribution 
which was held at the office 
of the Inspector of Schools 
on Dec. 21 Thurs.

The programme was 
organised by the RMSA of  
Karbi Anglong. Students of  
class-9 and 10 of  127 high 
schools will be receiving the 
free textbooks.

According to Tuliram 
Ronghang, the BJP-led 
KAAC distributed free 
textbooks to students as 
part of  implementing free 

and compulsory education 
of  the RTE Act.  The 
gover nment  provided 
textbooks to students of  
127 high schools from both 
Karbi Anglong and west 
Karbi Anglong, Ronghang 
said. According to him, 
there should be a close 
cordial relationship between 
teachers and headmasters to 
improving education. 

There are schools like 
Waisong HS School, Priloo, 
Tika govt. high school and 
Rongchek English High 
school where class-10 
results have been ‘nil,’ the 
CEM said.  “As education is 
the backbone of our society. 
Society develop and society 
advance through education 
and without education 
we cannot do anything 
so quality education is a 
must,” the official said. 

He highlighted the 
practice where any person 
wanting to become a teacher 

purchased fake ‘matric-
passed’ certificate and as 
there is political backing 
in the KAAC, he/she gets 
appointment for teacher’s 
post. But such practice 
cannot be entertained now.

The CEM emphasized 
that teacher’s appointment 
s h o u l d  u n d e r g o 
through TET. But some 
organisations are making 
issue out of it. In education 
there should not be politics 
i nvo l ve d ,  h e  a d d e d . 
Ronghang also said that 
there are teachers who do 
not stay in their places of  
posting. In the Gunotsav 
conducted in Oct. last, 
the result from the district  
was very bad, the CEM 
informed. 

The CEM also told 
the teachers that from 
next academic session 
steel bench and desks will 
replaced from wooden 
furniture for all schools as 

the decision has already 
been taken by KAAC.

An incentive for best 
overall performing schools 
which was practiced earlier 
iwll be revived from next 
academic session, 2018, 
where the overall best 
performing schools will be 
rewarded with a cash prize, 
trophy and certificate, he 
added. 

The cash prize for first 
best overall performing 
school will be given with 
Rs. 3 lacs, second with Rs. 
2 lacs and third with Rs. 1 
lac, he said.

E a r l i e r ,  E M  f o r 
Higher Education, KAAC 
Jagatsing Engti said every 
year  in  matr ic  resu l t 
Karbi Anglong is always 
at the bottom and he said 
the teachers should take 
responsibility for the failures 
faced by students. 

He said the KAAC 
has decided to have an 
amalgamation with schools 
where there is Classes I 
to XII or Classes I to X 
and Classes I to VIII which 
can be amalgamated and 
in this way the shortage 
of  teachers can be solved 
to some extent. In some 
schools the primary and 
ME sections are separate. 
While in some schools there 
is higher secondary section 
is separate from high school 
section. But from now it 
should be amalgamated, 
he said.

A i z aw l ,  D e c .  2 1  ( P T I ) : 
Xenophobic sentiments against 
the minority Chakma community 
by the Mizos threatened peace 
a n d  h a r m o n y  i n  2 0 1 7  i n 
Mizoram, which also did not see 
much forward movement on the 
Bru refugee issue.

Trouble began when four 
Chakma students were selected 
to study in medical colleges under 
the quota of  native Mizos with 
the student bodies holding rallies 
which turned violent on July 20 in 
capital Aizawl.

The state government agreed 
to withdraw the names of  the 
Chakma students from the lists, 
pacifying the Mizo Zirlai Pawl 
(MZP), the state’s apex student 
body, which then cancelled its 
indefinite bandh call.

The  Br u  re fugee  i s sue, 
however, continued to haunt the 
state government. Its decision 
to  under take  the  phys ica l 
repatriation of  over 32,000 Brus 
lodged in six relief  camps in 
North Tripura district from the 
second week of  February could 
not take off  due to legal reasons.

Officials who conducted 
the identification in the Tripura 
camps last year identified 32,857 
people from 5,413 families as 
bona fide residents of  Mizoram 
and for physical repatriation.

However,  the  Supreme 
Court instructed the Mizoram 
government not to go ahead with 
the proposed repatriation process.

The Brus are lodged in the 
camps since 1997 following 
exodus from Mizoram due to 
communal tension triggered by 
the murder of  a forest official by 
Bru militants.

The state government made a 
fresh proposal for commencement 
of  physical repatriation from the 
first week of  March next year 
but the actual implementation 
of  the process would depend on 
availability of  funds from the 
Centre.

M i z o r a m  r e c e i v e d 
unprecedented heavy rains during 
monsoon leaving at people died 
and 11 injured with the toll being 
the highest in the past 40 years.

Rains-induced landslides left 
a trail of  destruction across the 
state while floods in the low-lying 
areas created havoc to the human 
settlements and cultivation areas, 
cutting off  many places from the 
rest of  the world.

Resumption of  peace talks 
between the Manipur-based 
Hmar People’s Convention 
(Democratic) faction led by H 
Zosangbera on April 28 was a 
positive step towards a solution 
to the vexed Hmar political 

imbroglio.
However, the talks were 

delayed due to various reasons 
including the state government’s 
efforts to rein in another HPC (D) 
faction led by Lalhmingthanga 
Sanate, which fizzled out due to 
pre-conditions for parleys set by 
the militant group.

The faction continued its 
demand for establishment of  a 
separate autonomous district 
council for the Hmar community 
under the sixth schedule of  the 
Constitution by carving out the 
area adjoining Manipur and the 
participation of  a senior central 
government official in the talks, 
which were rejected outright by 
the state government.

When the next round of  
parleys resumed on September 21 
and 22 in Aizawl, both the parties 
could finalise the framework 
agreement which was sent to the 
government for final approval.

The next round of talks would 
be a political level one with both 
the sides reaching an agreement 
to sign the memorandum of  
settlement which was expected to 
give more political and financial 
autonomy to the Sinlung Hills 
Development Council (SHDC), 
proposed to be rechristened as 
Sinlung Hills Council (SHC).

A l l e g e d  g a n g r a p e d  o f  

a woman and murder of  her 
friend, both belonging to the 
Chakma community, by two 
BSF constables at the Mizoram-
Bangladesh border created a 
furore across the state. The two 
constables were arrested by police.

Wi t h  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e 
40-member assembly due by 
the end of  next year, political 
alliances were forged while new 
political parties emerged during 
the year.

A new group called Zoram 
Exodus Movement (ZEM), 
formed by retired priests, retired 
government officials and senior 
journalists, announced an alliance 
with the Zoram Nationalist Party 
(ZN) and the Mizoram People’s 
Conference (MPC) under the 
banner of  Zoram People’s 
Movement (ZPM).

Anti-corruption watchdog 
People’s Right to Information and 
Development Implementation 
Society of  Mizoram (PRISM) 
converted itself  into a political 
party as People’s Representation 
for  Identi ty and Status of  
Mizoram and re ta ined i t s 
abbreviated form - PRISM.

The Maraland Democratic 
Front (MDF), earlier an ally of  
the opposition Mizo National 
Front (MNF), merged with 
the BJP on October 25 along 

with its two members of  district 
council (MDCs) in the Mara 
Autonomous District Council.

With strict directions from 
the Centre, vigil was maintained 
along Mizoram’s international 
border to ensure that no Rohingya 
Muslims enter the state.

S e v e r a l  M y a n m a r e s e 
nationals, mainly Zakhai and 
Khumi communities, entered 
into southernmost Mizoram’s 
Lawngtlai district due to the 
Myanmarese army launching 
a massive crackdown on the 
Arakan Army militants near the 
Mizoram border with Chin Hills.

The  Lawngt la i  d i s t r i c t 
administration provided relief  
camps, health facilities and food 
to the displaced people while the 
local people and NGOs of  the 
district also rendered all possible 
assistance.

President Ram Nath Kovind’s 
maiden two-day visit to Mizoram 
after assuming office was another 
important event of  2017. He 
addressed the state legislature on 
November 30 and became only 
the second Indian president to do 
so after A P J Abdul Kalam. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also visited the state 
on December  16  when he 
inaugurated the 60-megawatt 
Tuirial Hydro Electric Project.

Manipur assures river bank 
management by next monsoon

HC orders release of Assam farmer’s leader detained under NSA

Arunachal bypolls: Voting 
begins amid tight security

Scientists discover new 
frog species in Arunachal

Extortionists apprehended in Arunachal 

Rapist awarded with 
lifetime imprisonment 
in Manipur

Odisha man shot in Manipur, critical

Special task force looks for ways to tackle illegal immigrants

Sonowal asks govt. staff to set work culture example

KAAC chief distributes free text books to students

Mizoram grappled with Bru, Chakma issues in 2017
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Chief judicial magistrate and secretary of Kiphire DLSA, Mezivolu T Therieh (extreme left) addressing the 
members during the Under Trail Review Committee meeting.

Associate pastor of Wokha Town Baptist Church (WTBC), Zurenthung Humtsoe, is seen cutting the cake at 
the Pre-Christmas celebration programme organised by office of the District Public Relation Officer (DPRO), 
Wokha, on December 14. DPRO along with his staff and families attended the celebration programme.

India likely to be $6.5-7 tn 
economy by 2030: Debroy

Airlines industry 
earned Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore in 2015-16

HDFC approves sale 
of two subsidiaries 
to Quikr India for 
Rs 357 cr

Sebi rejects PACL group firm’s 
plea to defreeze bank a/cs

Japanese companies in India rise 5%

Amazon brings web browsing to Fire TV

Lexus India pegs NX300h 
starting price at Rs 53.18 lakh

Celebrating nativity

Govt. to procure 10,000 electric vehicles

Poll officers given motivational inputs to aid duty 

Dalmia Bharat 
set to acquire 
Murli Industries

KDLSA visits district jail  
New Delhi, Dec. 21 (IANS): Energy 
Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL) plans 
to procure 10,000 electric vehicles 
(EVs) for government use, the first 
round of  bids for which has already 
been conducted by the state-run com-
pany, Parliament was told on Thurs-
day.

In a written reply to the Lok Sab-
ha, Power Minister R.K. Singh said 
that bids for EVs were invited through 
open tender, while contracts have 
been awarded to Tata Motors and 
Mahindra & Mahindra for respec-
tively supplying 250 and 150 of  these 
environment-friendly vehicles.

The supply agreements include 
a five-year annual maintenance con-
tract.

“EESL will provide these vehicles 
on lease to replace the existing petrol 

and diesel vehicles taken on lease by 
various government organisations and 
charge lease rent from these firms,” 
R.K. Singh said. 

EESL announced last month that 
it will invite bids for supply of  a sec-
ond lot of  10,000 EVs around March-
April next year.

Meanwhile, the Society of  Manu-
facturers of  Electric Vehicles (SMEV) 
on Thursday urged the government to 
reduce the Goods and Services Tax 
on batteries used in electric vehicles 
from the current highest tax rate of  28 
per cent.

“Under the new GST regime, 
lithium-ion batteries used in EVs have 
become significantly costlier because 
of  the 28 per cent GST when sold 
separately as against the GST rate 
charged when sold with the vehicles,” 

an SMEV statement said here.
“Higher tax on batteries is impact-

ing retail sales of  electric two-wheelers 
as dealers generally do not maintain 
an equal inventory of  vehicles and 
batteries,” it said. 

The association also urged the 
government to launch the next phase 
of  the Faster Adoption and Manu-
facturing of  Electric Vehicles scheme 
for a longer period of  six years and its 
time-bound implementation. 

“Due to high ownership cost of  
EVs in the present scenario, the ap-
proach to Demand Incentives and 
Viability Gap Funding needs to be 
changed and the existing subsidy 
module needs to be enhanced for the 
next 6 years as compared to the previ-
ous short term periods of  6 months to 
1 year,” the statement said.

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): A ‘ex-
perimental learning residential 
training for election officers’ for 
the state of  Nagaland was held 
from Dec. 18 to the 20th at the Ad-
ministrative Training Institute in 
Kohima. The chief  electoral officer 
of  Nagaland Abhijit Sinha was the 
occasion’s chief  guest.

Addressing the gathering, CEO 
Abhijit Sinha stressed on the im-
portance of  the training ‘because 

we learn and refresh our learning.’ 
He was of  the opinion that ‘elec-
tion comes and goes but each one 
has a role and responsibility to play 
for the forthcoming election.’ 

‘Dealing with different types of  
people would be different but every 
officer should prepare to face those 
challenges. Some officers may not 
be able to perform up to the expec-
tation because of  his or health con-
dition and called upon the gather-

ing to maintain good health to be 
able to perform their duties and 
responsibilities with zeal and com-
mitment,’ he said. 

Sinha explained that ‘through 
the improvement in technology’ 
one is able to multitask ‘so every-
one should perform with holistic 
view.’ He said that the training will 
help ‘in the right perspective be-
cause small things make a big dif-
ference.’ 

Dimapur, Dec. 21 (EMN): 
Members of  Kiphire Dis-
trict Legal Services Au-
thority (KDLSA) visited 
and inspected the District 
Jail, Kiphire, on December 
15 and also conducted the 
‘Under Trail Review Com-
mittee’ quarterly review in 
the ‘Legal Aid Clinic.’  

Deputy Commission-
er, Kiphire, MA Shihab, 

while inspecting the jail 
premises, interacted with 
both the under trail in-
mates and other convicts. 
Advising them that there 
was always room for ref-
ormation, he hoped that 
they would eventually be 
able to reintegrate into 
society as responsible citi-
zens once they completed 
their term. 

He also applauded the 
efforts of  the jail authori-
ties, Kiphire, and observed 
that the jail was well main-
tained.  

The jail authorities in-
formed that the current jail 
premises lacks infrastruc-
tures such as in accom-
modating women prison-
ers and no proper kitchen. 
They also informed that 

New Delhi, Dec. 21 
(PTI): India is expected 
to be a USD 6.5-7 trillion 
economy by 2030, and at 
the current exchange rate 
it would touch USD 10 
trillion by 2035-40, Chair-
man of  the Economic 
Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-
PM) Bibek Debroy said 
today.

The per capita income 
in India by 2030 will how-
ever be just USD 4,000, 
still less than many other 
countries, he said.

“In the year 2030, 
India’s national income 
will be around USD 6.5-7 
trillion. If  exchange rate 
remains what it is today 
then by 2035-40, India 
will be USD 10 trillion 
economy.

“And if  exchange rate 
appreciates then India 

will be USD 10 trillion 
economy before 2035,” 
Debroy said at Skoch 
summit here.

India s GDP or gross 
domestic product is nearly 
USD 2.5 trillion at present 
and the country ranks as 
the sixth largest economy 
in the world.

Debroy further said 
that India will be a re-
markably different coun-
try as the size of  its econ-
omy will enhance the 
country’s role in global 
affairs.

He also said that peo-
ple are not seeking govern-
ment jobs today, instead 
more and more people are 
providing jobs to others.

Talking about the is-
sues related to land, De-
broy said it is a conten-
tious issue and it is very 
inefficiently used in India. 

“We don’t have clear sys-
tem of  land titling.”

Chairman of  the 15th 
Finance Commission N 
K Singh predicted that 
by 2030, India should be 
growing at double digit 
rate.

Singh further said fis-
cal federalism is deeply 
ingrained within India’s 
constitutional framework 
and without that, the 
country would have faced 
many challenges.

He said the 15th Fi-
nance Commission is the 
first to be set up after the 
dismantling of  the Plan-
ning Commission, which 
was replaced by the new 
body Niti Aayog in Janu-
ary, 2015.

“I do believe that 
Planning Commission 
had outlived its utility,” 
he added.

New Delhi, Dec. 21 
(PTI): Markets regulator 
Sebi today rejected the 
plea of  Pearls Infrastruc-
ture Projects, majority 
owned by PACL, to de-
freeze its bank accounts 
for payment of  statutory 
and other dues.

The move comes af-
ter Pearls Infrastructure 
Projects Ltd (PIPL) re-
quested Sebi’s recovery of-
ficer to defreeze the bank 
accounts.

The company said it 
has outstanding salary 
payments with respect to 
current and ex-employees.

Also, there are out-
standing statutory dues 

like corporate tax, serv-
ice tax, property tax and 
employee provident fund, 
among others. Besides, it 
has liability of  lakhs of  ru-
pees towards consumers in 
compliance of  various or-
ders passed by Consumer 
Dispute Redressal Com-
mission.

In an order passed to-
day, Sebi “disallowed the 
representation made by 
PIPL to defreeze the bank 
accounts for payments of  
statutory and other dues”.

Last month, Sebi had 
ruled that curbs imposed 
on PIPL will continue as 
it rejected the plea to de-
freeze bank accounts on 

grounds that proceedings 
to recover over Rs 60,000 
crore from the parent en-
tity is going on.

Besides bank accounts, 
the regulator had refused 
to defreeze PIPL demat 
account and mutual fund 
holdings. The Securities 
and Exchange Board of  In-
dia (Sebi) had initiated re-
covery proceedings against 
PACL, its promoters and 
associate firms, including 
PIPL, to recover investors’ 
money on September 7, 
2016. It had ordered freez-
ing of  bank accounts as 
well as demat and mutual 
fund holdings of  as many 
as 640 group entities.

New Delhi, Dec. 21 (IANS): The total 
number of  Japanese companies in India 
increased by five per cent over last year 
to 1,369, while the number of  Japanese 
business establishments, or companies 
with a liaison or branch office in India, 
increased by six per cent to 4,838.

The Embassy of  Japan in a statement 
said over the last one year, the number 
of  companies has increased by 64 (5 per 
cent growth) as compared to 1,305, as of  
October 2016. Similarly, the number of  
establishments has increased by 248 (6 
per cent growth) as compared to 4,590, 
as of  October 2015.

In Haryana and Maharashtra, the 
number of  Japanese companies and es-
tablishments increased more than that 
in any other states in the survey 2017. 
Manufacturing sector accounts for half  
of  the Japanese companies and a third 
of  the Japanese business establishments 
in India.

Further, more and more Japanese 
companies have entered the service sec-
tor as a new trend. On the other hand, 
some companies downsized their busi-
ness or turned non-Japanese due to re-
structuring and change of  ownership, it 
said.

San Francisco, Dec. 21 (IANS): Ama-
zon on Thursday rolled out Mozilla 
Firefox and Amazon Silk browsers on 
all Amazon Fire TV devices in over 100 
countries and territories.

With this, customers can now access 
the World Wide Web (www) including 
popular sites as well as local and interna-
tional news sites, video sharing services, 
cloud photo sites and other social news, 
sports and entertainment content.

“We want to make it easy for custom-

ers to access the Web from the comfort 
of  their couch,” said Marc Whitten, Vice 
President, Amazon Fire TV and App-
store. 

Mark Mayo, Senior Vice President of  
Firefox, said: “Bringing Firefox to Fire 
TV is an exciting new way to reach our 
users and serve up more of  the full web 
to everyone.”

With Fire TV, customers already have 
access to more than 500,000 movies and 
TV shows.

New Delhi, Dec 21 
(IANS) Lexus India on 
Thursday announced that 
the initial retail price of  
its compact SUV NX300h 
will start from Rs 53.18 
lakh.

According to the com-
pany, the NX 300h Luxu-
ry will be available at Rs 
53.18 lakh, while the NX 
300h F-Sport will be avail-
able starting at Rs 55.58 
lakh (ex-showroom).

“The strikingly de-
signed NX 300h was 
unveiled in India on 17 
November 2017, and will 
retail at a uniform price 

the prison compound had 
only one single ‘entry and 
exit gate’ which is a secu-
rity concern.

The chief  judicial mag-
istrate and secretary of  
Kiphire DLSA, Mezivolu 
T Therieh, opened the 
meeting by welcoming the 
officials and thanked them 
for their participation. She 
mentioned that as far as 
the current Under Trial 
Prisoners (UTP’s) were 
concerned, none of  them 
are under illegal detention 
and applauded the jail au-
thorities, the panel lawyers, 
and PLVs for their prompt 
efforts in referring the mat-
ters to the court.  

The chief  judicial mag-
istrate further stated that 
due to no permanent ses-
sion judge, the sessions’ 
cases were getting de-
layed.

The committee ob-
served that the overall per-
formance of  the prison was 
satisfactory, except for the 
infrastructural deficiency 
which needs to be urgently 
addressed.

New Delhi, Dec. 21 
(IANS): The Indian air-
lines industry had earned 
a revenue of  Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore during 2015-16, Par-
liament was informed on 
Thursday.

According to Minister 
of  State of  Civil Aviation 
Jayant Sinha, the turnover 
of  Indian airlines industry 
during 2015-16 is close 
to the revenue of  Indian 
Railways during the same 
period. 

“... based on the avail-
able data, the turnover of  
Indian airlines industry 
during 2015-16 is estimat-
ed to be Rs 1.5 lakh crore 
(including foreign airlines 
serving in India), which 
is close to the revenue of  
Indian Railways (Rs 1.68 
lakh crore) during the year 
2015-16,” he told the Lok 
Sabha in a written reply.

“The total number of  
airlines passengers in In-
dia during 2016 was ap-
prox 11 crore while the to-
tal number of  passengers 
on Indian Railways’ air 
conditioned coaches was 
approx 12 crore,” he said.

Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) 
Housing Development 
Finance Corporation on 
Thursday said it has ap-
proved the sale of  its 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
companies -- HDFC De-
velopers and HDFC Re-
alty -- to online classifieds 
platform Quikr India for 
around Rs 357 crore.

According to HDFC, 
the company will get 
around Rs 102 crore for 
its stake in HDFC Devel-
opers and around Rs 255 
crore for the offline real 
estate brokerage HDFC 
Realty.

“The Corporation 
on Thursday approved 
the sale of  100 per cent 
equity share capital in 
HDFC Developers and 
HDFC Realty, its wholly 
owned subsidiary com-
panies, to Quikr India 
at a total consideration 
of  Rs 1,019,943,800 and 
Rs 2,549,864,112 respec-
tively,” the company said 
a regulatory filing to the 
BSE.

New Delhi, Dec 21 (PTI) 
Cement manufacturer Dal-
mia Bharat today said its 
Rs 402 crore bid to acquire 
Murli Industries Ltd (MIL) 
has been approved by the 
Committee of Creditors 
(CoC) of the Nagpur-based 
company.

The resolution plan sub-
mitted by Dalmia Cement 
(Bharat) Ltd, a subsidiary 
of Dalmia Bharat, to CoC 
of MMIL under the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, 2016 was approved 
yesterday, the company said 
in a BSE filings.

“Committee of credi-
tors of MIL had yesterday, 
December 20, 2017 ap-
proved the proposed reso-
lution plan submitted by 
our subsidiary, DCBL for 
recommendation to NCLT 
Mumbai for its approval in 
relation to revival of MIL,” 
the company said.

It further added:” Fol-
lowing receipt of requisite 
approvals, the resolution 
plan provides for a payment 
of Rs 402 crore which is 1.7 
times higher than the deter-
mined liquidation value.” 

MIL has an integrated 
cement manufacturing plant 
with installed capacity of 3 
million tons per annum in 
Chandrapur district of Ma-
harashtra along with a cap-
tive thermal power plant of  
50 MW. In addition, MIL 
also has paper and solvent 
extraction units in Mahar-
ashtra. MIL was reffered 
to the corporate insolvency 
process by its lenders in 
April 2017. It had interests 
in cement, paper, solvent, 
power and pulp.

across the country, availa-
ble at Lexus Guest Experi-
ence Centers in Mumbai, 
New Delhi, Gurugram 
and Bengaluru, and 
Lexus authorized service 
corners in Chandigarh, 
Hyderabad, Chennai and 
Kochi,” the company said 

in a statement.
The BS 6 compliant 

NX 300h features a 2.5 
litre, four-cylinder in-line 
engine, which produces 
145 KW max power, de-
livering an ARAI certified 
mileage of  18.32 km per 
litre.
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Leading by 
Example

I
t is noteworthy that the churches in Nagaland continue to 
take active part in various social activisms in the state. Its 
first major victory will be the total prohibition Act that was 
promulgated in the state since 1990. With no data avail-

able at present to show whether there was an increase or de-
crease in alcohol users in the last 27 years and its related effects 
including death rate, it is still premature to say if  the total pro-
hibition succeeded. It is not incorrect that some have dubbed 
Nagaland as the “wettest dry state” with a large amount of  the 
population already cursed, at least religiously, for using alcohol. 
It also did not in any way decrease the use of  it during elections 
coming just next in line with money. Along with the clean elec-
tions campaign that started a few years back, the churches have 
started to also join the various anti-graft movements in the state, 
the latest being the Kohima Baptist Pastor’s Fellowship being 
part of  the sit-in protest outside the civil secretariat in Kohima.

The word corruption is on everyone’s lip at the moment in 
Nagaland. Every misfortune is now linked to it whether it is 
real or perceived. If  such a situation only can evoke the clergy 
to have some introspection it would surely benefit all. The ac-
cepted maxim is that the root of  all corruption is either power 
or money. Unfortunately in the case of  Nagaland the objective 
of  the majority is money because the people of  the state have 
never seen so much amount of  money in its history. Power 
and status is therefore pursued with money as the end goal 
because like other people across the world, money symbolises 
security and mankind’s biggest misconception; success.

Where stands the churches in Nagaland at such a juncture? 
The time has finally come to fight corruption from within when 
the clergy has also joined the fight against corruption. It is time 
to ask if  the importance of  money or wealth has been over-em-
phasised in the churches and the various governing bodies of  
the churches. In a state where the economy is primarily depend-
ent on the government, what makes the church one of  the most 
secure of  all the institutions with steady economic growth over 
the years? The increase in religious buildings and its associated 
commercial establishments is on an increase. The math is very 
simple, Nagaland has around 1426 towns and villages accord-
ing to Census 2011. An average of  2 churches or church related 
institutions in all these locations is a very safe hypothesis.

The church related collections mostly voluntary but at 
times compulsory and mandated by the community or the 
traditional bodies has become a routine. The irony is that in 
Nagaland the highest decision making bodies of  the churches 
are a few selected members of  the churches, also called as dea-
cons by the Protestants, are still part of  the supposed corrupt-
ed system that the church is fighting against. Throughout his-
tory the powers of  the religious institutions were questioned 
and in most instances stripped of  its power and influence by 
the people themselves. The day is not far when the churches 
in Nagaland will also be questioned by the same youth with 
whom the clergy today are protesting against the government. 
When the people can now question the legality and jurisdic-
tion of  the village and tribe organisations, which was con-
sidered almost blasphemous earlier, the day is not far for the 
church institutions too.

T. Y. Tikhir

God became one of us so that we might become 
one with Him.

Long before Joseph Mohr and Franz Gruber created the familiar carol 
“Silent Night,” Angelus Silesius had written:

Lo! in the silent night a child to God is born,
And all is brought again that ere was lost or lorn.
Could but thy soul, O man, become a silent night

God would be born in thee and set all things aright.
Silesius, a Polish monk, published the poem in 1657 in The Che-

rubic Pilgrim. During our church’s annual Christmas Eve service, the 
choir sang a beautiful rendition of the song titled “Could but Thy Soul 
Become a Silent Night.”

The twofold mystery of Christmas is that God became one of us so 
that we might become one with Him. Jesus suffered everything that 
was wrong so that we could be made right. That’s why the apostle 
Paul could write, “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone; the new is here! All this is from God who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17–18).

Whether our Christmas is filled with family and friends or empty of 
all we long for, we know that Jesus came to be born in us.

Ah, would thy heart but be a manger for the birth,
God would once more become a child on earth.

Lord Jesus, thank You for being born into this dark world so that 
we might be born again into Your life and light.

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 5:14–21  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone; the new is here!                       

    ~  2 Corinthians 5:17

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

S i l e n t  N i g h t  o f 
t h e  S o u l

CHILDLINE Dimapur, while working for the wel-
fare of  children in need and distress, has various cat-
egories under which the case related and concerned 
child is given specific assistance. The various catego-
ries and its details are listed below for referral and 
better awareness.  
Medical
This category deals with minors living on the street, 
abandoned children and children of  single parent 
who are economically unable to sustain the children 
and in immediate need of  medical treatment.

Assistance is given in the form of  finding blood 
donors, finding sponsors for medical assistance, seek-
ing concessions from treatment centres and hospitals 
and providing nutritional supplements.
Missing

i) Parents Asking for Help (PAH): This cate-
gory deals with children nowhere to be found, school 
and family related problem children, runaway from 
home alone or with friends, elopement with a minor 
or in some cases both minors, kidnapping and traf-
ficking of  minors.

Assistance is given in the form of  helping parents 
to lodge FIRs, referring the case to other CHILD-
LINE centres, informing other NGOs and creating 
awareness of  the case through the print and social 
media.

ii) Child Lost: Child Lost category deals with 
runaway children, children disowned by the fam-
ily, chased out from home and found by the police, 

NGOs, concerned adults and brought to CHILD-
LINE. It also deals with children who suffers do-
mestic violence, physical or emotional abuse and 
due to it has ran away from home or from his/her 
workplace and has gone or reported missing.

Assistance to these children are provided in the 
form of  offering shelter, medical assistance, clothing 
and nutritional supplements, counselling, tracing out 
the family and restoration.
Restoration:

This category deals mainly in tracing out the fam-
ily or relatives of  the child, providing counselling 
and shelter, clothing and nutrition and restoration of  
the child to his/her biological parents or concerned 
guardian.
Shelter:

In the shelter home, the child is given proper 
counselling and guidance, provided with clothes and 
nutrition and later restores the child to his/her bio-
logical parents or guardian after tracing out the home 
and address of  the family.
Referred by CHILDLINE:

With centres all over the country, cases are re-
ferred from other centres and vice-versa.  The referred 
child is handed over and given proper counselling 
and guidance, provided with clothes and nutrition 
and later restores the child to his/her biological par-
ents or guardian after tracing out the home and ad-
dress of  the family.

Conflict with Law:
Children in conflict with law cases are given prop-

er counselling and guidance, and basing on the case 
recieved, re-directed to District Child Protection Unit 
(DCPU) or Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU).
Counselling:

In this category, emotional support and guidance 
and counselling is given to children struggling with 
substance abuse, problematic children, school related 
physical, mental, emotional abuse cases and suffering 
and traumatized children of  family discord.
Unclassified:

Children affected by school related issues like 
teenage delinquency acts, expelled from school, fi-
nancial assistance in special cases of  losing both 
parents tragically and indirect intervention where the 
case is forwarded to the relevant and competent au-
thorities.
Abuse: 

Deals with children of  sexual abuse, domestic 
violence, physical and emotional abuse and abuse 
through lure of  financial gain.

CHILDLINE Dimapur solicits every discerning 
individual, child as well as adult, to report any in-
cident of  child abuse ( physical,mental, sexual,etc), 
missing children, child found loitering around lost or 
abandoned, or any minor in distress situation, at the 
24x7 toll free number, 1098.

The concerned citizens of  Na-
galand have initiated moves 
in various spheres to take 
on our decaying errone-

ous and this should not divest away 
come next year. The literate and edu-
cated are taking on political front to 
secure progress while the Samaritans 
are taking on practical front for social 
change. Those working on practical 
fronts include ACUAT, PSAN, PCC 
etc. and even few apex tribal Hohos, 
who strive tirelessly holding rallies, 
facing chill water cannons, and the 
recent staging of  hunger strikes – so 
that we the public could avail our le-
gal rights. This people drawing sweats 
need our support, if  not financially 
then physically; if  not then thought-
fully. Today as the whole of  Nagas 
envisage a future of  common cause 
and interest, our vision include but is 
not limited to repairing roads, housing 
better public facilities, constructing 
damaged bridge etc. but beyond. The 
present politics being discussed is defi-
nitely not esoteric and the literate and 
the educated should be responsible 
to interpret it to the genuine people. 
What remain is, how are the people 

discussing and updating.
In an ethical discussion when the 

merit points are not contested the re-
mark is not valid. In public discussion, 
the speaker are legally and uncontest-
ed points cannot be overridden.  There 
are critics and then there are motivat-
ed opinions binding. Critics are those 
that stick on the subject-matter and 
give logical feedback, whereas the lat-
ter… well, they are motivated opinion 
as it usually revolve around personal 
attacks and does not delve to regard 
the subjects that are being discussed. 
It is also requisite in public discussion 
to restrain from personal attacks as 
it is illegal and ethically wrong. The 
public speakers speak on behalf  of  
the public, and politics or such mat-
ters have nothing to do with personal 
lives, interest or flaws; unless there 
are scams or legal allegations, which 
could be publicized with regard to the 
case.

Defamation is legally binding to 
both the party and has many forms. In 
current Nagaland politics, sneaks are 
sometimes necessitated to straighten 
or rectify illogic or most diligently to 
make point on sensitive areas to ensue 
stability and peace. However though, 
the sneaks do not envelop biased and 

personal attack; as, if  it is meant to de-
cipher, it sure could be debunked and 
produced; and when the questions 
comes, there are reason for legitimate 
sneaks; but for the latter, what could 
it be then to hold accountability and 
comply. Which is why, public speaker 
or every citizen for that matter are ex-
pected or rather required to speak the 
mind honestly in public platforms. 
It is also a fact that there never was 
a regulations of  etiquette in our plat-
form, hence we can refresh and make 
amends; without perpetuating, under 
the careful observations of  the entire 
mass.

Amidst the confusion, if  we chisel 
the edges in the way we publicly share 
and express our thoughts and opin-
ions or confront, there would not be 
confusion at all bit a constructive and 
progressive discussion. The literates 
should also should enmesh for fair 
revision in engagement, in setting up 
an example  for interaction for the 
generation that is to follow. It is our 
responsibility to develop a sensible 
platform for  healthy discussion to 
deliberate on real issues. As humans 
we are prone to bio chemical reactions 
that manifest our emotion into love, 
happiness, anguish and anger, but our 

thoughts should be controlled by us to 
not be prejudiced or insolent based on 
natural conditions and environment. 
The writers reflect the steady transfor-
mation of  Nagaland and of  some, the 
judgment should be polished as well 
– in the sense to fight and not on per-
sonal level.

Lastly, on the issue of  election, it 
would not be responsible on our part 
to allow vote buying; and certainly 
not to refund the investment from the 
state’s treasury – it is only giving free 
pass to corruption. A third place mor-
al obligation should not be allowed 
to hamper development and paralyze 
our system for more years. It would 
be a moral, sensible and intellectual 
failure on our part to readily endorse 
or allow vote buying. It would not just 
be morally wrong but also legally. For 
instance, when the South Koreans 
first practically initiated clean elec-
tion, it was decided collectively to im-
pose 50 times the amount fine to any 
candidates who bought votes. The 
only way to save Nagaland would be 
but accepting the ground realities and 
confronting the problems with our 
collective wisdom and common in-
sight. And if  correction is to be dark; 
good riddance light.

It is pertinent to make things 
clear to all concerned, par-
ticularly Zeliangrong people 
in matter pertaining to tribal 

perspectives of  Rongmei, Liangmai 
and Zeme composed as Zeliangrong 
since the year 1947 at Keishamthong 
Imphal. Perceived that, some few 
Rongmei are still feeling insecure 
of  being singly called Rongmei as 
if  it is as good as going away from 
a bigger fold of  Zeliangrong. That 
the mental set up of  Zeliangrong 
feeling is so adapted long enough to 
deny the fact and fashion of  being 
called of  three in one leaving aside 
or ignoring Inpui and other closer 
kindred and identical tribes living 
affinity in the geographical com-
pact region south-west of  Manipur 
state. The history of  discrimination 
and distortion started in the nomen-
clature and continue to canker the 
society. Attempts have been made 
years back to register Zeliangrong 
as a Scheduled Tribe of  India even 
to be called any Zeliangrong tribe to 
Zeme, Liangmai and Rongmei but 
proved failed and failures. The truth 
is that a composed name cannot be 
actually called a single tribe without 
the consent and assent of  each re-
spective tribe.

Identical tradition, culture, lan-
guages or neighbourly relation 
or habitation of  Rongmei Liang-
mai and Zeme people are no valid 

ground to be called the people of  
one parents and so a tribe. Naga 
tribes by racial closeness and identi-
cal structures in statures, languages, 
culture and tradition have their own 
distinct and different historical ac-
count of  tribal origin, migration and 
settlement in the south east Asia 
region. The Zeliangrong of  Rong-
mei, Liangmai and Zeme are no dif-
ferent. The Maram, thangal, Mao, 
Maring, Angami etc who are set-
tling within the close and compact 
region with the Zeliangrong people 
are also similar to Zeliangrong in 
all respects but different tribes. Our 
closeness are no basis to term us of  
one tribe born of  one parents. No 
single Rongmei or Zeme or Liang-
mai can identify himself  or herself  
alone as a Zeliangrong without the 
other two. Therefore Zeliangrong 
is not an identity to identify Liang-
mai, Zeme or Rongmei. As Kacha 
Naga does not identify Zeliang so 
also Kabui does not identify Inpui 
or Rongmei anymore. Our people 
have been brooding and bragging 
within Zeliangrong for far too long 
at the expense of  losing our original 
identity, culture and history. Our his-
tory have been greatly distorted and 
obliterated by the introduction of  
Zeliangrongism. The age-old history 
of  our identity demonstrated by our 
tradition, culture and deeds of  hero-
ism have been merged and lost to a 

mixed Ze- Liang- Rong to our own 
disadvantages. The age of  reasoning 
and renaissance have break-upon a 
new era of  understanding in the light 
of  truth for our people to wake up 
with zeal and urgency for setting our 
people straight forward in the right 
direction and light.

The floated narrow and short-
sighted ideological perception reflect-
ed in some local and social media is 
regretted and unfortunate. When the 
other Naga tribes even minor tribes 
have their positions made clear and 
distinct, our people are challenged 
with great responsibilities and ob-
ligation toward the society, nations 
and global community. The Rongmei 
Naga people are clear with their posi-
tion to state that, we have contributed 
much to the cause of  Nagas’ right 
to self  determination, the struggle 
for assertion of  their sovereign right 
over their land and domain for more 
than a century. Their history proved 
beyond doubt and is unquestionable. 
Taking their history of  struggle and 
contributions away for common Ze-
liangrong people cannot altogether 
deface or diminish their record made. 
Their history speak louder than the 
present make-up story or twisting ide-
ologies born of  15th February 1947. 
All wishful and resentful branding 
of  Rongmei. Zeme and Liangmai as 
separatist, anti-Naga or destructives 
activities by some few individuals 

in the name of  Zeliangrong divided 
Organizations stands tasteless and 
baseless therefore carry no mean-
ing or logic in any social arena be it 
political, social or Governmental set 
up in the state and National level. 
Hence denounced and out-rightly 
thrown back to the few responsible 
leaders who put forth such divisive 
and poisonous venom. To the cause 
of  India and the Indo-Naga political 
struggle till date, the contribution and 
support of  the Rongmei people was 
unquestionable and significant with 
consistency and reaffirmation made 
in series of  Rongmei People Assem-
blies conducted by Rongmei Naga 
People Organization (RNPO). The 
forth coming Rongmei People Con-
vention-2018 will prove the stands 
of  the people clear to the Nagas and 
for the matter Zeliangrong once and 
for all. Appealed to all Zeliangrong 
leaders and brethren to cooperate 
the people initiatives and manner of  
contribution toward the larger inter-
est of  the Nagas and Zeliangrong 
and refrain from needless murmuring 
and propagation that are detrimental 
to the common aspiration and jour-
ney of  common Naga Hope. Further 
appealed to all the Rongmei far and 
near to attend the historic convention 
to be held on 8th and 9th of  January 
2018 at Tamenglong HQ.

Media Cell
RNPO

The All Nagaland Govern-
ment Primary Teachers’ 
Association  (ANGPTA) 
Central Officials and all the 

District Units’ Officials held a meet-
ing on 19/12/2017 at CANSSEA 
Office building Kohima, and after a 
threadbare discussion over the issue, 
have resolved to suggest the following 
criteria to the department for consid-
eration while preparing the Primary 
Teachers’ Seniority List. It is the con-
sidered view of  ANGPTA, that the 
following criteria, if  considered for 
implementation will avoid conflicts 
and also help in the smooth transition 

of  the new Service Rule as far as the 
schedule for the primary teachers is 
concerned.  

1. Seniority to be done as per 
the existing P&AR. Memoranda; 
NO.AR-13/21/74 dated 08-07-1975, 
NO.APPT-16/1/67 dated 19-11-1975 
& 24-03-1976, whereby, it is the con-
sistent policy of  the government that 
the seniority will be counted from the 
date of  regularization. 

2. District wise seniority: The 
ANGPTA feels that the P/T senior-
ity should be done district wise for the 
following reasons: 

(a) To avoid time consumption 

and also many other complications 
and resentment if  we go for combined 
state seniority list. 

(b) Since the appointment of  P/T 
is done on the basis of  the district-
wise examinations conducted by the 
District Selection Board, the same cri-
teria (i.e. district-wise) if  applied will 
avoid clash in seniority as the depart-
ment results was issued district wise. 

(c) This will also help in creating 
equal opportunities for all concerned 
in each district, which in turn would 
avoid discontentment among the 
members. 

3. In case of  bulk regularization at 

the same time, the preference should 
be given basing on the date of  birth, 
so that every incumbents of  the cadre 
is benefited. 

4. In case of  tie in date of  birth, 
alphabetic order to be considered. 

Over and above all these, we do 
hope and expect for an early and 
an impartial implementation of  the 
Nagaland Education Service Rule, 
2017, which is going to be a historic 
moment, especially for the Primary 
Teachers of  Nagaland.

Hoshika H  Sumi  
Gen.Secy., ANGPTA  

RNPO Stands Out Clear on Zeliangrong

ANGPTA Request Department for 
Preparing Seniority List

CHILDLINE: How it Works/For Social Awareness 

Ethical Discussion
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A serious day lies 
ahead. It feels a bit lonely as all those around 
you concentrate on their own needs in silence 
and isolation. But you’ll enjoy a great feeling 

tonight after you solved so many problems and gotten so 
much done. Ultimately, this will be a very positive day, 
one you will end feeling very proud of  yourself!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re clean-
ing, sweeping, and tidying up your relation-
ships as never before. More remains to be 
done, but in the end, your relationships will 

take on completely different forms. Today, for example, 
someone in your group will back up your ideas. You’re in 
the process of  changing. Everyone who matters is going 
to support you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Great rivers 
are born from drops of  water. Opportunity 
isn’t lacking in your life at the moment. This is 
a great time to buckle down in your personal 

and professional lives. You’ve never shied away from hard 
work. You embrace it. You’ll end the day feeling the satis-
faction that comes from a job well done. Congratulations!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Are you deep-
ly satisfied with your love life? Several of  the 
aspects will push you to take stock and devel-
op some solutions if  needed. A big issue could 

be your possessiveness. Try an experiment. Give your 
partner more freedom. It may seem risky to you, but it 
isn’t. Loosen the reins a bit.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Loving someone is 
no guarantee that one day that person won’t 
leave. You must give your love freely and with-
out strings. If  you approach people always ask-

ing for guarantees or protection, you’ll make them feel 
that you don’t trust them. In turn, they won’t trust you. 
It’s a vicious cycle. The only way out is through giving 
your heart unconditionally.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You need a guide. 
This is a time to learn from the master of a do-
main, even if  it means putting yourself in the role 
of disciple. This is a wonderful change for you, 

especially because you’re often the one teaching others. This 
kind of exercise can do you a world of good. If  there’s a 
new subject you want to study, now is the time to embrace it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is a medita-
tive day. It will help you take stock of  how you 
feel inside, which you haven’t had time to do 
for a while. You’re in the process of  abandon-

ing the burden of  always doing your “duty.” Miracle of  
miracles, you’ll finally realize that you can’t work all the 
time! Take a break.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Old demons 
and dreams are on the agenda today. Do you 
want to be an artist? Are you sure? If you’re an 
artist, would you like to be more prominent or 

rich? Be wary of such daydreams because they take you 
away from enjoying your life. Live in the here and now. Em-
bracing what you already have will ultimately give you the 
same satisfaction as those who are richer or more famous.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If  your 
daily life seems disorderly, change it. Don’t de-
lay. You say that the hustle and bustle of  life has 
you running in a thousand different directions. 

You’d really prefer to live in peace and quiet in the coun-
try. It’s possible to make such a dramatic change. Take 
advantage of  your great adaptive powers!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You 
don’t like to be held back. You can’t wait qui-
etly until you reach your objectives. Know 
that occasionally the unpleasant tasks have to 

be done before you can enjoy yourself. This is the case 
today. Fortunately, the day promises to be calm with peri-
ods of  concentrated effort. Now you can prepare for the 
future.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Is this the 
day you’ll meet someone new? It’s possible! 
The astral aspects are going to make it a lot 
easier for you. Given the wonderful energy 

you have at the moment, someone fascinating may be at-
tracted to you. Take advantage of  this wonderful day. It’s 
tailor made for you!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You can ex-
pect to have a calm, efficient day. Whatever 
projects you’ve initiated in your public or pri-
vate life should start taking on an interesting 

shape. Little by little, uncertainties will vanish. Have 
confidence in time, because it’s currently working in 
your favor.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Andre Ramos and Marina Empinotti | The Conversation

There is no denying that 
English is one of  the 
world’s major languages. 
It’s the mother tongue of  

nearly 370 million people. English 
is also very frequently used by scien-
tists in academic journals and book 
chapters, along with other common 
languages like French, Spanish and 
Portuguese.

But what about the billions of  
people who speak very little English, 
or none at all? How can we improve 
their access to scientific information 
and knowledge?

In a bid to tackle this issue, along 
with other factors of  marginalisa-
tion such as distance from urban 
areas and ethnic exclusion, we and 
our colleagues created the Imagine 
Project at the Federal University of  
Santa Catarina in Brazil. According 
to a UNESCO report, people living 
in remote areas and those belonging 
to ethnic and linguistic minorities are 
the most vulnerable in terms of  ac-
cess to education. Rural children are 
four times less likely to ever attend 
school than their urban counterparts 
from similar economic backgrounds.

Giving these groups the opportu-
nity to learn and to hear about sci-
ence is an essential way of  including 
them as citizens.

Imagine Project is an initiative 
that aims to take scientific knowl-
edge out of  the laboratory and share 
it particularly with rural and indig-
enous communities. As part of  a 

competition linked to our work we 
recently translated four winner sci-
entific videos, about different topics 
such as astronomy and pharmacol-
ogy, into a number of  languages. 
These feature in the videos as subti-
tles.

The languages include Tsonga 
(also known as Changana and spo-
ken in Mozambique, South Africa, 
Swaziland and Zimbabwe) and 
Guarani, an indigenous language 
from Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia and 
Argentina.

This and similar initiatives are 
crucial if  scientists are to properly 
communicate the knowledge they’ve 
produced; sometimes with the very 
communities they study or which 
are affected, in their own languages.

The combination of  knowledge 
and communication – along with a 
few other fundamental conditions 
such as liberty and respect – leads 
to social, cultural and technologi-
cal development. That is why it is 
so important for people whose job is 
to generate knowledge to share their 
findings with ordinary people.
Opening up science
Open communication has long been 
seen as a fundamental condition for 
scientific development. The advent of  
the internet made even greater, more 
open communication possible. A sci-
entist can write an article that is avail-
able in an online journal or record a 
video that’s uploaded to YouTube. 

But what about scientists who don’t 
speak English, or users who might be 
interested in what’s being shared but 
don’t speak English?

It is a general rule of  the so-
called “hard sciences” that all widely 
read, high impact scientific journals 
are in English. For research to be 
considered internationally, it needs 
to be in English. Yet, science can-
not be properly communicated or 
popularised unless language barri-
ers are tackled. We knew this when 
we launched the Imagine Project in 
2013. Initially, the project focused 
on creating a series of  hands-on sci-
entific activities to be carried out in 
rural communities. These involved 
working scientists, high school stu-
dents and teachers.

Then our team generated open 
educational resources in Portuguese 
that were translated and published 
online in English, Spanish and 
French. We are continuously pro-
ducing new material, including PDF 
protocols and documentary videos 
showing our field experiences.

In 2017 we scaled up our ambi-
tions and created Imagine-PanGea, 
a multilingual science popularisa-
tion competition. We were support-
ed by three major organisations that 
work to popularise science: African 
Gong, which is pan-African; Red-
Pop, which works in Latin America 
and the Caribbean; and SBPC, the 
Brazilian Society for the Advance-
ment of  Science.

There have been similar compe-
titions elsewhere in the world that 

required entrants to work in either 
English or French. We created a 
video competition for African and 
Latin American graduate students 
across scientific disciplines, asking 
that their research be presented in 
a three minute video in either Eng-
lish, French, Portuguese or Spanish. 
There were 55 entrants.

The three overall winners and the 
best presentation from each conti-
nent had their videos translated into 
a range of  languages. The videos 
were then widely publicised through 
the organisations that supported the 
competition.
Tough translation
A network of  institutions and peo-
ple representing different regions of  
Africa and Latin America were in-
volved in this initiative. Their home 
languages and those of  the people 
they worked decided what languag-
es we’d translate videos into. We also 
relied on them to be our translators 
– and they didn’t always find this an 
easy task.

Many of  the scientific terms used 
in the videos did not exist in the in-
digenous languages we’d chosen. 
In these instances, we kept words 
in French, English, Portuguese or 
Spanish. For example, Portuguese 
words can be found in the middle of  
the Guarani subtitles.

Further translations are under-
way into, among others, Yoruba 
from Nigeria and Umbundo and 
Kimbundo from Angola.

The competition was based en-
tirely on voluntary work. We had 

practically no funding. For the next 
edition, we’re hoping to find some 
kind of  sponsorship, particularly to 
offer winners material prizes like 
goods, money or travel expenses to 
attend an international scientific 
meeting.

We are trying to find new trans-
lators for Quechua (an Andean lan-
guage), Berber (from North Africa), 
Chinese and as many indigenous 
languages we can get. For this to 
happen, we’ll need to find more vol-
unteer translators.

This is a new way of thinking about 
science communication: it’s the kind 
of people we reach, not the number, 
that matters. And it’s worked. When 
the Imagine project was launched, 
we were told that indigenous Brazil-
ian people would be not interested in 

learning basic science such as genet-
ics and molecular biology. The critics 
have been proved wrong.

The Guarani people we’ve 
worked with have flourished, con-
ducting experiments with DNA and 
telling the team they want to learn 
more. In parallel with the Imagine 
Project, our university has intro-
duced undergraduate degrees spe-
cifically to attract people from indig-
enous nations. In addition, a certain 
number of  places are reserved across 
all degrees for indigenous Brazilians.

Our long term goal is to get more 
indigenous and rural people to be-
come real scientists. This is already 
happening in Brazil: one of  our col-
laborators, Joana Mongelo, is the 
first Guarani science master’s gradu-
ate in the south of  the country.

Love to stock your home with 
chocolate cookies for Christ-
mas? Keep your canine friends 
away from chocolate as it can 

be poisonous for them, researchers have 
warned.

The findings reveal significant sea-
sonal peaks of  chocolate ingestion cases 
across the year, most notably on Christ-
mas and to a lesser extent at Easter, 
as chocolate becomes more accessible 
within the home.

The risk is because chocolate con-
tains a toxic ingredient called theobro-
mine.

Theobromine is a caffeine-like stim-
ulant which can lead to an upset stom-
ach, a racing heartbeat, dehydration, 
seizures and, in the most severe cases, 
death in dogs, the researchers said.

“Dogs love a chocolate treat and at 
Christmas there are plenty about. Sadly 
dogs can’t eat chocolate safely so peo-
ple should keep festive chocolates away 

from pets,” said P-J.M. Noble, veteri-
nary researcher at the University of  Liv-
erpool. 

“If  chocolate is consumed, owners 
should talk to their vet as soon as possi-
ble, and ideally be prepared to quantify 
the amount and type of  chocolate con-
sumed,” Noble added.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Veterinary Record, researchers ana-
lysed 386 cases of  chocolate ingestion 
in dogs from 229 UK veterinary prac-
tices between 2013 and 2017.

The study also found that chocolate 
ingestion was significantly less common 
in older dogs and that no specific breed 
is more at risk than others.

In 2016, the UK’s Royal Veterinary 
College warned of  the dangers of  dogs 
eating festive cookies, cake or mince 
pies containing raisins, grapes, point-
ing out that the fruits can cause kidney 
failure. 

Source: IANS

Antibiotic resist-
ant bacteria are 
“sleeper cells” 
which can sur-

vive doses of  antibiotics 
and lie resting in a dor-
mant state, but have the 
ability to “wake up” and 
re-infect, research has 
found.

Antibiotic resistance 
is one of  the most press-
ing public health chal-
lenges and threatens the 
ability to effectively fight 
infectious diseases includ-
ing pneumonia and tuber-
culosis.

In the study, led by 
Stefano Pagliara, a bio-
physicist at the University 
of  Exeter, the team used 
a miniaturised device 
which enabled them to 
isolate and study single 
bacteria over time. 

Next, the team dosed 
bacteria with ampicillin. 
They found that the vast 
majority of  the 1.3 per 

cent of  cells that survived 
were live but non-grow-
ing.

These are “sleeper 
cells” because they look 
dormant and resemble 
the cells killed by antibi-
otics, but are potentially 
dangerous with the abil-
ity to “wake up” and re-
infect humans or animals, 
Pagliara said, in the paper 
published in the journal 
BMC Biology.

Besides, these “sleep-
er cells”, the research-
ers also found “persister 
cells”, which accounted 
for less than one third of  
surviving cells and started 
regrowing after the course 
of  antibiotics ended.

Both groups shared 
similar features suggest-
ing that the two popula-
tions of  cells are linked. 
Their unique fluorescence 
meant they could both be 
spotted even before being 
dosed with antibiotics.

But because “sleeper 
cells” are non-growing, 
standard detection meth-
ods cannot differentiate 
them from dead cells, giv-
ing the false impression 
that far fewer cells have 
survived a course of  anti-
biotics.

“Unlike persister cells 
which quickly resume 
growth after the antibi-
otic course ends, ‘sleeper 
cells’ remain non-grow-
ing for prolonged periods 
of  time, and elude de-
tection using traditional 
methods. 

“Our research should 
make it easier to develop 
biomarkers to isolate 
these cells and open up 
new ways to map the 
biochemical makeup of  
bacteria that can escape 
antibiotics, so we can find 
ways of  targeting them ef-
fectively,” Pagliara added.

Source: IANS

Replacing one to two servings of  
animal proteins like meat and milk 
products with plant proteins such 
as soy, nuts and pulses daily could 

reduce main cholesterol markers and prevent 
your risk of  heart disease and stroke, finds a 
study.

The findings showed that one to two serv-
ings of  plant proteins every day could reduce 
the main cholesterol markers low-density li-
poprotein cholesterol -- LDL or “bad” choles-
terol, non-high density lipoprotein cholester-
ol and apolipoprotein B -- by about 5 per cent.

“We are seeing a major interest in plant-
based diets from Mediterranean to vegetar-

ian diets in the supermarket and the clinic, 
and this comprehensive analysis of  the high-
est level of  evidence from randomized trials 
provides us with more confidence that these 
diets are heart healthy,” said lead author John 
Sievenpiper of  St. Michael’s Hospital in On-
tario, Canada.

The health benefits could be even greater 
if  people combined plant proteins with other 
cholesterol-lowering foods such as viscous, 
water soluble fibres from oats, barley and 
psyllium, and plant sterols, said Sievenpiper.

For the study, published in the Journal of  
the American Heart Association, the team 
conducted a systematic review and meta-

analysis of  112 randomised control trials in 
which people substituted plant proteins for 
some animal proteins in their diets for at least 
three weeks. 

According to a previous study, a diet high 
in animal protein is associated with a higher 
risk of  non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, a con-
dition in which fat builds up in the liver, in 
overweight people. 

Long-term adherence to plant-based diet 
can lead to changes in body composition 
which help in reducing the cholesterol levels 
as well as help weight loss and lower blood 
pressure.

Source: IANS

Autonomous weapons – killer robots 
that can attack without a human op-
erator – are dangerous tools. There is 
no doubt about this fact. As tech en-

trepreneurs such as Elon Musk, Mustafa Suley-
man and other signatories to a recent open letter 
to the United Nations have put it, autonomous 
weapons ‘can be weapons of terror, weapons 
that despots and terrorists use against innocent 
populations, and weapons [that can be] hacked 
to behave in undesirable ways’.

But this does not mean that the UN should 
implement a preventive ban on the further devel-
opment of these weapons, as the signatories of  
the open letter seem to urge.

For one thing, it sometimes takes dangerous 
tools to achieve worthy ends. Think of the Rwan-
dan genocide, where the world simply stood by 
and did nothing. Had autonomous weapons 
been available in 1994, maybe we would not have 
looked away. It seems plausible that if  the costs 
of humanitarian interventions were purely mon-
etary, then it would be easier to gain widespread 
support for such interventions.

For another thing, it is naive to assume that 
we can enjoy the benefits of  the recent advances 
in artificial intelligence (AI) without being ex-
posed to at least some downsides as well. Sup-
pose the UN were to implement a preventive 
ban on the further development of  all autono-
mous weapons technology. Further suppose 
– quite optimistically, already – that all armies 
around the world were to respect the ban, and 
abort their autonomous-weapons research pro-
grammes. Even with both of  these assumptions 
in place, we would still have to worry about 
autonomous weapons. A self-driving car can 
be easily re-programmed into an autonomous 
weapons system: instead of  instructing it to 
swerve when it sees a pedestrian, just teach it to 
run over the pedestrian.

To put the point more generally, AI technol-
ogy is tremendously useful, and it already perme-
ates our lives in ways we don’t always notice, and 
aren’t always able to comprehend fully. Given 
its pervasive presence, it is shortsighted to think 
that the technology’s abuse can be prevented if  
only the further development of autonomous 
weapons is halted. In fact, it might well take the 
sophisticated and discriminate autonomous-
weapons systems that armies around the world 
are currently in the process of developing if  we 
are to effectively counter the much cruder auton-
omous weapons that are quite easily constructed 
through the reprogramming of seemingly benign 
AI technology such as the self-driving car.

Furthermore, the notion of a simple ban at 
the international level, among state actors, tacitly 
betrays a view of autonomous weapons that is 
overly simplistic. It is a conception that fails to 
acknowledge the long causal backstory of institu-
tional arrangements and individual actors who, 
through thousands of little acts of commission 
and omission, have brought about, and continue 
to bring about, the rise of such technologies. As 
long as the debate about autonomous weapons is 
framed primarily in terms of UN-level policies, 
the average citizen, soldier or programmer must 
be forgiven for assuming that he or she is absolved 
of all moral responsibility for the wrongful harm 
that autonomous weapons risk causing. But 
this assumption is false, and it might prove 
disastrous.

All individuals who in some way or 
other deal with autonomous-weapons 
technology have to exercise due diligence, 
and each and every one of us needs to ex-
amine carefully how his or her actions and 
inactions are contributing to the potential dan-
gers of this technology. This is by no means 
to say that state and intergovernmental 
agencies do not have an important 
role to play as well. Rather, it is to 
emphasise that if  the poten-

tial dangers of autonomous weapons are to be 
mitigated, then an ethic of personal responsibil-
ity must be promoted, and it must reach all the 
way down to the level of the individual decision-
maker. For a start, it is of the utmost importance 
that we begin telling a richer and more complex 
story about the rise of autonomous weapons – 
a story that includes the causal contributions of  
decision-makers at all levels.

Finally, it is sometimes insinuated that auton-
omous weapons are dangerous not because they 
are dangerous tools but because they could be-
come autonomous agents with ends and interests 
of their own. This worry is either misguided, or 
else it is a worry that a preventive ban on the fur-
ther development of autonomous weapons could 
do nothing to alleviate. If  superintelligence 
is a threat to humanity, we urgently 
need to find ways to deal effec-
t i v e l y with this threat, and 
we need to do so quite 

independently of  
whether autono-

mous-weapons 
technology is 

developed 
further.

Indigenous Languages Must Feature More in Science Communication

Keep Chocolates Away From Dogs 
as Christmas Season Sets in

What are Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria?

Eat Soy, Nuts, Pulses Daily for Healthy Heart

Why Banning Autonomous Killer Robots Wouldn’t Solve Anything



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, December 22, 2017

NEWS IN BRIEF
Post victory, Gujarat CM, Deputy resign
Gandhinagar, Dec. 21 (IANS): Gujarat Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani and Deputy Chief  Minister Nitin Patel 
on Thursday resigned, three days after the BJP 
overcame a stiff  Congress challenge to retain power 
in the state. Rupani and Patel sent their resignations 
to Governor O.P. Kohli, officials said. The Governor, 
while accepting the resignations, formally dissolved the 
13th Gujarat Assembly. Rupani will be the acting Chief  
Minister until a successor is named. “We will have a 
meeting of  the newly elected members of  the House,” 
Patel told the media.  “After the meeting of  MLAs and 
after consultation with the observers for Gujarat, we 
will be deciding the names of  the cabinet ministers and 
who will lead the government,” he added.  Many Chief  
Ministers of  BJP-ruled states as well as union cabinet 
ministers apart from Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP President Amit Shah are expected to attend 
the swearing-in ceremony.

Vyapam scam: CBI hands out 
DVDs of charge sheet to accused 
Bhopal, Dec. 21 (PTI): The CBI has handed over 
DVDs, instead of  hard copies, of  its charge sheet to 
491 accused in the case related to the Madhya Pradesh 
Pre-Medical Test (PMT) 2013, a part of  the Vyapam 
admission and recruitment scam. “We have handed 
over charge sheets in DVDs, each containing around 
39,500 pages including enclosures, to the accused 
or their advocates in the special CBI court,” special 
prosecutor Satish Dinkar told PTI today The CBI filed 
the charge sheet in the court on October 31, 2017, but 
the judge asked the Central agency to provide a copy to 
every accused. The charge sheet runs into around 1,500 
pages along with around 38,000 pages of  enclosures, 
CBI sources said. If  hard copies were to be distributed 
to the accused, it would have needed a truck for 
delivery, Dinkar said. The Vyapam scam, pertaining 
to entrance and recruitment examinations conducted 
by the MP Professional Examination Board (Vyapam 
being its Hindi acronym), came to light in 2011.

Six injured in clash over land 
dispute in UP 
Muzaffarnagar(UP), Dec. 21 (PTI): At least six people 
were injured in a clash between two groups of  the same 
community over a land dispute at Jalalpur village in 
Shamli district, police said today. According to station 
house officer Umesh Rorea, the incident occurred 
yesterday when a former gram pradhan and a man had 
an argument over a piece of  land which soon turned 
violent. The injured were shifted to a hospital, he said. 
It is alleged that touts, in connivance with officials, 
helped students crack the professional course entrance 
tests using experts who wrote the tests instead of  the 
students.

Foreign national arrested with Rs 
4 lakh worth of drugs in Goa 
Panaji, Dec. 21 (PTI): Ahead of  the Christmas and 
New Year celebrations, Goa police said they have 
seized drugs worth Rs four lakh from a foreign national 
after a raid in Candolim.Calangute Police Inspector 
Jivba Dalvi said that information was received from 
sources that a foreign national would be coming to 
Candolim to deliver a consignment of  drugs before 
Christmas Eve. He said that the foreign national, 
identified as Jerry Alex of  the Ivory Coast, was 
caught around midnight on December 20. “A search 
was conducted and LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide) 
worth Rs. 2.40 lakh and MDMA (Methylene dioxy 
methamphetamine) worth Rs. 1.50 lakh was seized 
from him,” said Dalvi. The official said that a case 
had been registered against the accused under relevant 
sections of  the National Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act.

Head of  ashram, three babas 
accused of rape in UP
Basti (UP), Dec. 21 (PTI): Two ‘sadhvis’ have 
accused four babas, including the head of a ashram, for 
allegedly raping them at the ashram in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Basti district, the police said. An FIR was lodged 
last evening against six persons -- the head of  Sant 
Kutir ashram, Sachidanand alias Dayanand, Param 
Chetanand, Vishwas Nand, Gyan Vairagyanand as 
well as two women. A search is on for the six, all of  
whom are absconding. The two ‘sadhvis’, who had 
joined the ashram in 2008, alleged they were assaulted 
by the head priest and his three colleagues with the help 
of  the two women associates, at the Sant Kutir ashram 
here, about 200km from Lucknow, said Sankalp 
Sharma, superintendent of  police (SP). Police have 
interrogated the manager of  the ashram, which has 
its main branch in Delhi. The ‘sadhvis’, who belong 
to Chhattisgarh, have been sent for medical test, the 
SP added.

Three held as five die in Bihar 
boiler blast
ArrayPatna, Dec. 21 (IANS): Three persons were 
arrested on Thursday after five workers died and eight 
others were injured in a boiler blast at a sugar mill in 
Bihar’s Gopalganj district, officials said. The arrested 
include the mill’s owner Mahmud Ali and his two 
sons, said a district police official. Taking note of  the 
incident, Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar ordered a high 
level probe into it and announced a compensation 
of  Rs 4 lakh each to the victims families. “The blast 
occurred on Wednesday night at the mill in Sadamusa 
when workers were on duty,” a police official said. All 
the injured were admitted to hospitals. Angry over the 
deaths, hundreds of  locals protested and set ablaze 
vehicles of  the mill owner parked in the premises on 
Thursday. Rashtriya Janata Dal chief  Lalu Prasad, 
whose home district is Gopalganj, expressed grief  over 
the incident and appealed to the people to maintain 
peace.

Mumbai bank manager held for 
Rs 91-lakh Mobikwik fraud
Gurugram, Dec. 21 (IANS): The Cyber Crime Cell 
of  Gurugram police has arrested a bank manager from 
Mumbai for his alleged involvement in a Rs 91-lakh 
fraud as he duped Gurugram-headquartered digital 
wallet company Mobikwik, police said. Dipesh Shah, 
40, manager at a private bank in Mumbai, was arrested 
from Mulund area of  the economic capital.“Shah 
has confessed that he transferred Rs 91 lakh from 
Mobikwik account to his private account at ICICI 
Bank via Mobikwik e-wallet,” Anand Kumar Yadav, 
chief  of  Cyber Crime Cell, told IANS on Thursday. 
A district court on Wednesday sent Shah to a six-day 
police remand. Earlier, the cyber cops had arrested one 
Sanjay Bhargava from Delhi for defrauding Mobikwik 
of  another huge amount. “Bhargava, a businessman, 
had also duped digital money transfer services firm of  
Rs 90 lakh,” Yadav said.

Ex-CAG chief Vinod Rai should 
quit, demands Moily in LS

India hits out at China for protecting 
Masood Azhar due to ‘narrow’ concerns 
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IPS officers in private firms 

India must re-think its 
Nepal policy: CPI-M

Bihar bandh call by RJD hits 
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Air quality back to ‘severe 
plus or emergency’ across NCR

Living in camps, migrant woman bags rank 4 in KAS exam 

New Delhi ,  Dec.  21 
(PTI):  A demand for 
former CAG chief  Vinod 
Rai to quit all posts was 
made in the Lok Sabha 
today, hours after a court 
ordered acquittal of  all the 
accused in the 2G spec-
trum scam case which was 
based on the government 
auditor’s findings during 
his tenure.

While senior Congress 
leader M Veerappa Moily 
said Rai should tender an 
apology to the country, 
resign from all posts he 
is holding and return all 
the awards, Trinamool 
Congress leader Sauga-
ta Roy sought that the 
former CAG chief  should 
be probed on the issue.

The two leaders made 
the statements while par-
ticipating in a debate on 
the second batch of  Sup-
plementary Demand for 
Grants in the Lok Sabha, 

on a day when a special 
court acquitted all the 
accused in the 2G spec-
trum scam case including 
former telecom minister 
A Raja and DMK MP 
Kanimozhi.

A 2010 report of  the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General, when Rai was 
its head, had estimated 
that there was a presump-
tive loss of  Rs 1.76 lakh 
crore to the exchequer in 
the allocation of  the 2G 
spectrum during the then 
UPA regime.

“Mr Vinod Rai in anxi-
ety gave an estimated loss 
in the 2G ... Now I think 
he has been awarded...
You (NDA government) 
have awarded him. I think 
all those awards he has to 
return. He has to resign 
from all those posts and 
tender an apology to the 
country,” Moily said.

He also demanded that 

the government bring a 
resolution rejecting the 
CAG report as “the na-
tion’s economy or projec-
tions in the investment 
profile to the outside world 
have been severely dam-
aged because of  such ir-
responsible reports given 
by then CAG.” 

“Bring a resolution re-
jecting the CAG report...
then you pass a resolu-
tion rejecting the report 
of  CAG and say this is 
a report of  CAG not my 
report,” Moily said.Ob-
serving that a CAG report 
on direct taxes was raising 
“troubling questions”, the 
Congress leader said “they 
say according to that re-
port, CAG has come to 
conclusion that there have 
been persistent and perva-
sive irregularities.” 

Lok Sabha Deputy 
Speaker M Thambi Durai 
was on the chair when 

Moily was speaking.
During the same de-

bate, Saugata Roy (TMC) 
said today was “a very bad 
day” for Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley.

“All the accused in 2G 
scam were acquitted. This 
was the on which Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Jaitley had built up 
their case about corrpu-
tion against the UPA gov-
ernment but now seems 
the whole edifice has col-
lapsed,” he said.

“Mr Jaitley tried a face 
saving statement but the 
face will not be saved and I 
want to see the face of  the 
former CAG who said that 
Rs 1.76 lakh crore was pre-
sumptive loss. He is now 
getting a fat salary from 
Board of  Cricket Control 
of  India ... he should come 
before the court and be 
investigated himself,” the 
TMC leader said.

Jagti Camp (Jammu), De. 21 
(PTI): Hundreds of  residents 
of  the Jagti Camp gather in 
and around the two-room ac-
commodation of  a co-dweller 
-- 27-year-old Kashyap Neha 
Pandita.

The mood is celebratory and 
the gathering jubilant as they 
congratulate the first-ever woman 
migrant staying in a camp in the 
state for clearing the Kashmir 
Administrative Service (KAS) 
exams.

Neha is one of  the toppers 
and has bagged the 4th rank.

The results were declared on 
Tuesday.

“She is a fresh ray of  hope for 
the community and the camp,” 
says Arjun Nath, one of  those 
present there. “She is an inspi-

ration to the young generation 
students who take up civil serv-
ices and serve the state and the 
country.” 

Neha’s family was forced 
out of  their home in Maenhall 
hamlet of  terror-infested South 
Kashmir’s Shopian district dur-
ing the peak of  militancy in the 
Valley in 1992.

“We had to leave everything 
in the Valley,” Neha tells PTI, 
flanked by her father Roshal Lal 
Pandita and mother Bitta Ji. “I 
grew up in three migrant camps 
in Jammu.” 

She, along with her five other 
members of  the family, first lived 
in a tent in the Jhiri Camp in 
the outskirts of  Jammu, then in 
a one-room accommodation in 
Mishriwalla.

“From Mishriwalla, I started 
my studies as a class-1 student 
and completed my graduation. 
In 2011, we shifted to the 2-room 
accommodation in Jagti camp,” 
she said.

The Jagti Camp houses over 
4,500 families of  displaced Pan-
dits and is located in the Nagorta 
Assembly constituency in the 
outskirts of  Jammu.

Neha says she did not have 
the luxury of  coaching classes 
while preparing for the exams. 
“I used to study for 12-14 hours 
without any coaching. My par-
ents supported me a lot.” 

She said her father is a relief-
holder and made every effort to 
educate his children.

“I had sleepless nights as I 

prepared for the KAS exams.
I toiled hard and finally I did 

it. It’s like dream come true for 
me,” she said.

She also gave credit to her un-
cle Rattan Lal Pandita and doc-
tor-brother Dr Kashyap Viresh 
for encouraging her to take up 
the challenge.

Neha holds a masters in or-
ganic chemistry and a bachelors 
degree in education.

“I attended the Camp School, 
Mishriwala, then went to GGM 
Science College (Jammu) and 
later did my post-graduation from 
Uttarakhand,” said Neha, the 
youngest of  three siblings.

Her family comes from agri-
culturist background and solely 
depends on relief  amount of  few 
thousand rupees.

“Once, the relief  money was 
the only source of  income for the 
family. But the (lack of) financial 
resources did not stop her journey 
towards to the top post of  Jammu 
and Kashmir civil services,” one 
of  the kin said.

Neha had opted zoology for 
the prelims. She had zoology and 
anthropology in the mains.

In 2016, she was also ap-
pointed as an accounts assistant 
in the Shopian district treasury 
under the Prime Minister’s Spe-
cial Employment Package for 
KPs. “But my focus remained the 
KAS. I made it.” 

She wants the youths, espe-
cially the migrant pandits, not 
to look just towards engineering 
and MBBS as career options, but 
attempt civil services too.

United Nations, Dec. 21 (IANS): 
India has hit out at China for protect-
ing Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) leader 
Masood Azhar by preventing the Se-
curity Council from sanctioning him 
as an international terrorist because 
of  its “narrow political and strategic 
concerns.”

“On counter-terrorism, coopera-
tion continues to elude the Council, as 
it falls victim to narrow political and 
strategic concerns,” India’s Permanent 
Representative Syed Akbaruddin told 
the Council on Wednesday without 
naming China. 

“On an issue as serious as designa-
tion of terrorist individuals and entities, 
the Council-mandated Sanctions Com-
mittees fail to make concrete progress, 
thus putting our common security in 
peril.”

Last month China once again 
blocked a move by Britain, France and 

the US to list Azhar, the mastermind of  
last year’s attack on the Pathankot air 
force base, as a global terrorist by using 
its veto power. He lives in Pakistan, an 
ally of China.

Speaking during the debate on 
“Complex Contemporary Challenges 
to International Peace and Security,” 
Akbaruddin said terrorism “is a com-
mon challenge which requires greater 
focus by this Council, one where closer 
international cooperation needs to be, 
can be and should expanded for com-
mon interest.

“But, it appears that this common 
threat and its seriousness to states and 
societies is not clearly understood 
here.”

The threats to international peace 
are intensified by the globalization of  
terror networks, which operate across 
borders propagating “hateful ideolo-
gies, sometimes based in deep-rooted 

perceived grievances,” raising finances, 
getting arms and recruiting operatives.

He questioned the very legitimacy 
of Council and its credibility in dealing 
with today’s complex challenges.

“An instrument that is no longer 
considered legitimate and has lost its 
credibility cannot be our hope for salva-
tion,” he said. “New realities cannot be 
addressed by using old paradigms.

Making a case for reforming the 
Council to make it more representa-
tive, he said, “The reasons for the lack 
of success of international structures 
designed seven decades ago in dealing 
with the complex challenges of today 
are self- evident. 

A non-representative Council, de-
signed many long years ago to maintain 
the balance of power among competing 
rivals, is simply not equipped to handle 
the challenges that have changed be-
yond recognition.”

Ahmedabad, Dec. 21 (PTI): Newly-elected NCP MLA 
in Gujarat, Kandhal Jadeja, was today arrested for al-
leged rioting and thrashing a police official in Porbandar 
district.

The MLA, son of ‘godmother’ late Santokben Jadeja, 
was arrested along with seven others for rioting, thrashing 
an official and damaging property at Ranavav police station 
in Porbandar during a poll-related scuffle yesterday, Super-
intendent of Police Shobha Bhutada said.

Kandhal Jadeja, his two brothers Karan Jadeja and Kana 
Jadeja, and around a dozen others allegedly barged into the 
Ranavav police station yesterday around 5 am and thrashed 
his political rival Samat Gogan, who had taken shelter there 
fearing attack by him and others.

“The accused beat up Gogan and the police station of-
ficer present there. They then created ruckus and damaged 
a telephone kept in the police station,” Ranavav’s police 

inspector N D Parmar said.
Jadeja was angry at Gogan over some issues related to 

the recent Assembly elections and was searching for him 
when the latter took refuge in the police station, Parmar said.

Gogan had tried to contest as an independent candidate 
allegedly against the wishes of Jadeja but had later with-
drawn his nomination form. However, the matter apparently 
did not end there leading to the attack, he said.

Jadeja and others were booked under IPC sections 143 
(unlawful assembly), 147 (rioting), 504 (intentional insult), 
427 (mischief causing damage), 332 (causing hurt to deter 
public servant from his duty) and 186 (obstructing public 
servant), the police official said.

Jadeja, the only NCP member to have won the recent As-
sembly polls, was elected for the second time from Kutiyana 
constituency. He defeated BJP’s Lakhmanbhai Odedara by 
over 23,000 votes.

New Delhi, Dec. 21 (PTI): 
In a unique suggestion, a 
parliamentary panel today 
recommended deputation 
of  IAS and IPS officers in 
private sector to bring in 
domain expertise and com-
petition.

It also supported the en-
try of private sector special-
ists into government services 
to meet the need of  exper-
tise.

The recommendation 
assumes significance as 
the government think tank 
NITI Aayog has in one of  
its recent reports suggested 
outsourcing public services 
to private hands in order to 
reduce dependence on the 
government administrative 
machinery.

In its report, the Lok 
Sabha’s Committee on Esti-

mates recommended “mini-
mum lateral entry at the 
senior level to meet the need 
of expertise, besides bringing 
freshness and competition in 
the services”.

While recommending 
for minimal lateral induc-
tion, the committee took 
note of  the existing rules 
which do not permit civil 
servants to go to private sec-
tor on deputation, it said.

“The committee is of  
the view that there is a need 
to revisit the provision to 
permit both ways deputa-
tion/lateral induction so 
as to bring the experience 
and professionalism of the 
private sector in the gov-
ernment service and vice-
versa,” the report said.

In its written submission 
before the committee, the 

Department of  Personnel 
and Training (DoPT) had 
opposed such a move.

“Though the DopT does 
not seem to be in agreement 
with the lateral entry as is in-
dicative in the written reply, 
the secretary (DoPT) during 
the course of oral evidence 
stated that under central 
staffing scheme (for central 
deputation), the posts can 
be occupied by officer of any 
organised sector and outside 
can also come,” it said.

The officers of  all In-
dia services -- Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS), 
Indian Police Service (IPS) 
and Indian Forest Service 
(IFoS) -- are selected through 
civil services examination 
conducted annually by the 
Union Public Service Com-
mission.

New Delh i ,  Dec.  21 
(IANS): The CPI-M has 
urged the Modi govern-
ment to do “a re-thinking” 
vis-a-vis relations with 
Nepal following the vic-
tory of  a Communist alli-
ance in parliamentary and 
provincial elections there.

“The important po-
lit ical  development in 
Nepal should lead to a 
re-thinking and change in 
India’s attitude to Nepal,” 
the Communist Party of  
India-Marxist said in an 
editorial in its mouthpiece 
People’s Democracy. 

“The Modi govern-
ment  should s tr ive to 
establish close relations 
of  cooperation based on 
equality and non-interfer-
ence in the internal affairs 

of  Nepal.” 
The victor y of  the 

Communist Party of  Ne-
pal (Unified Marxist-Len-
inist) and the Communist 
Party of  Nepal (Maoist 
Centre) in the elections 
“is a politically significant 
development” that “will 
have its repercussions in 
South Asia too”, the edi-
torial said. 

The Communist alli-
ance has won a decisive 
majority in Parliament in 
elections held under the 
new constitution adopted 
in September 2015.  In 
the seven provincial as-
semblies, the Left alliance 
won a majority in six.

“The victory of  the 
Left alliance has caused 
some unease and misgiv-

ings in the Modi govern-
ment,” the CPI-M said. 

“The Indian ruling 
establishment has always 
sought to treat Nepal as 
a junior partner within its 
sphere of  influence.”

The CPI-M urged the 
Modi government to rec-
ognise that Nepal would 
like to maintain cordial 
relations with both India 
and China - its two big 
neighbours. 

It asked New Delhi 
not to view Nepal’s deci-
sion to cooperate with 
China’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative with suspicion but 
work towards strengthen-
ing the natural affinity 
historically and culturally 
ordained between Nepal 
and India.

Patna, Dec. 21 (PTI): Nor-
mal life was affected in parts 
of  Bihar today on account 
of a shutdown called by the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
to protest against the sand-
mining policy of the Nitish 
Kumar-led government.

Protesters tried to disrupt 
road traffic in the morn-
ing and forced vendors to 
close their shops in several 
districts. In the state capital, 
the bandh evoked mixed re-
sponse as many commercial 
establishments remained 
open but downed shutters 
for brief periods during visits 
by RJD supporters.

Senior RJD leaders, in-
cluding MLAs Tejashwi 
Yadav, Tej Pratap Yadav and 
Bhola Yadav, were detained 
at the Dak Bungalow Road 
crossing when they were 
staging a demonstration 
atop a tractor, a senior police 
officer said.

They were taken to Ko-
twali police station nearby 
and let off a couple of hours 
later after they signed bonds, 
he added. The RJD lead-
ers have been accusing the 
state government of putting 
stringent restrictions on sand 
mining.

The opposition party 
claimed that construction 
activities have come to a 
standstill in the state and 
thousands of workers have 
been rendered jobless due to 
the restrictions.

The party had, however, 

kept the Patna City and the 
bypass area out of the bandh 
purview to avoid causing 
inconvenience to the Sikh 
pilgrims who had converged 
in the area to attend the 
“Shukrana” (thanksgiving) 
ceremony as part of  the 
350th Prakash Parv (birth 
anniversary) celebrations of  
Guru Gobind Singh.

Despite pleas by the top 
RJD leaders to allow free 
movement of  emergency 
services during the bandh, 
ambulances were seen 
stranded in traffic jams here.

The bandh support-
ers blocked road traffic in 
Begusarai, Aurangabad, 
Samastipur and Siwan. In 
Maner, in the outskirts of  
Patna, led by MLA Bhai 
Virendra RJD members 
burnt tyres on the highway, 
disrupting movement of ve-
hicles on the busy Patna-Ara 
road for several hours.

State minister and BJP 
leader Nand Kishore Ya-
dav said, “The behaviour 
of  RJD activists reminded 
everybody of  the lawless-
ness that prevail in the state 
whenever the party has been 
in power.” 

 RJD national vice-pres-
ident Raghuvansh Prasad 
Singh, however, said the 
chief secretary’s announce-
ment was just an eyewash.

RJD supremo Lalu Pras-
ad remained conspicuous by 
his absence at the demon-
strations staged by his party.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  21 
(IANS): Air quality in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR), including Delhi, 
deteriorated to ‘severe plus 
or emergency’ category on 
Thursday after a hiatus of  
36 days.

With the NCR wreathed 
in smog since Wednesday, 
pollution levels witnessed a 
spike due to several mete-
orological factors. Delhi is 
facing an emergency situa-
tion for the past many hours. 

“At present, the wind 
speed is a low 1.8 miles per 
second. The winds blowing 
from the north have helped 
in the temperature drop,” an 
official at the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB) 
told IANS.

On Thursday, major pol-
lutant PM2.5 (particles sus-
pended in air with diameter 
less than 2.5 micrometers) 
was above 300 units across 
the NCR, with Vasundhara 
in Ghaziabad and Anand 
Vihar in east Delhi the most 
polluted areas.

According to data from 
the Uttar Pradesh Pollution 
Control Board and the Delhi 
Pollution Control Commit-
tee, PM2.5 concentration at 
Anand Vihar at 3 p.m. on 
Thursday was 491 units and 
at Ghaziabad 550 units -- 19 
to 22 times higher than the 
international standards.

Air quality is designated 
severe plus or emergency 
if  PM2.5 concentration is 
above 300 units or PM10 is 
above 500 units.

The international safe 
limit for PM2.5 is 25 micro-
grammes per cubic metre as 
against the national standard 
of 60 units.

If  the air quality situa-
tion prevails for more than 
48 hours with either of  
the two major pollutants 
(PM2.5 and PM10) above 
the red mark, the Supreme 
court-appointed Environ-
ment Pollution Control Au-
thority brings in severe plus 
category restrictions under 
the graded response action 
plan.



Washington, Dec. 21 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has threatened to 
cut off American aid to any 
country that votes for a reso-
lution at the UN condemn-
ing his decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

At a Cabinet meeting at 
the White House, Trump 
said he would be “watching 
those votes” in the Gen-
eral Assembly when it meets 
in emergency session on 
Thursday over the US Je-
rusalem decision that has 
come under widespread 
flak, the Washington Post 
reported.

“They take hundreds of  
millions of dollars and even 
billions of dollars and then 
they vote against us,” he 
said. “Well, we’ll be watch-
ing those votes. Let them 
vote against us; we’ll save a 
lot. We don’t care.

“But this isn’t like it used 
to be, where they could vote 
against you, and then you 
pay them hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars and nobody 

Rome, Dec. 21 (IANS): The 
United Nations Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation and the 
World Food Programme on 
Wednesday said that they are 
teaming up to aid victims in 
the Greater Kasai region of  the 
Democratic Republic of  Congo, 
where a brutal conflict is causing 
immense human suffering.

FAO and WFP will be using 
$10 million of  Belgian govern-
ment funding to improve access 
to food for more than 100,000 
people in Greater Kasai, where 
some 18,000 households includ-
ing displaced, returnee and host 
families stand to benefit.

“Thanks to this significant 
contribution, we are able to ramp 
up our efforts and work closely 
together to prevent people, in-

cluding young children, from 
dying of  hunger and malnutri-
tion,” said FAO representative ad 
interim Alexis Bonte.

The aid “will only protect 
vulnerable people, but help re-
vive agricultural production and 
boost social cohesion in com-
munities affected by the crisis,” 
added Claude Jibidar, WFP’s 
country representative in DRC.

Under the project, WFP will 
distribute fortified maize meal, 
legumes, fortified vegetable oil 
and iodized salt - as well as cash 
to victims of  the crisis. Children 
aged 6 to 59 months, and preg-
nant and breastfeeding women, 
will be treated for three months 
with special nutritious supple-
ments.

For its part, FAO will sup-

ply vegetable-growing kits - hoe, 
rake, spade, watering can, and 
vegetable and fruit seeds - that 
will allow each family to eat for 
two months and sell what they 
don’t eat.

Refugees will be trained in 
raising guinea pigs as a source 
of  protein; and in processing 
and marketing bamboo to use as 
firewood, kitchen utensils, bas-
kets, canoes, fishing equipment 
and fences. Vegetable gardens 
near health centres and women’s 
associations will meanwhile pro-
vide malnourished children, and 
pregnant and nursing women, 
with micronutrients such as iron 
and zinc, FAO and WFP said.

The joint initiative will be 
rolled out in partnership with the 
DRC’s Agriculture Ministry and 

local NGOs, the agencies stated, 
warning that “as welcome as 
they are,” the measures cannot 
meet anything like the full extent 
of  humanitarian needs.

The conflict in Kasai, an 
anti-government stronghold that 
formerly was a maize-producing 
region, has forced a million peo-
ple out of  their homes and off  
their land. Some 3.2 million are 
now severely hungry and child 
malnutrition is widespread, ac-
cording to the UN.

About 400,000 children in 
Kasai risk starvation in the next 
couple of  months if  emergency 
food is not delivered.

FAO and WFP urged nations 
to significantly increase funding 
as well as efforts to bring peace 
and security to DRC to allow 

the Congolese to rebuild their 
livelihoods and secure a more 
prosperous future.

Over 1.7 million people have 
fled their homes so far this year 
in DRC due to insecurity, ac-
cording to the UN – an average 
of  over 5,500 people per day 
- bringing the total number of  
refugees to over four million 
and making it the world’s worst 
refugee crisis.

Earlier this month the Inter-
nal Displacement Monitoring 
Centre - part of  the Norwegian 
Refugee Council said the scale of  
people fleeing violence in DCR 
was “off  the charts, outpacing 
Syria, Yemen and Iraq”.

Kasai, Kivu and Tanganyika 
provinces, are the current epicen-
tres of  the conflict. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
China tells EU to abide by WTO rules
Beijing, Dec. 21 (IANS): China on Thursday urged 
the European Union (EU) to abide by the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) rules and avoid abusing 
trade remedy measures.The EU has described China’s 
economy as distorted in a recent report, reports Xinhua 
news agency.“The relevant report makes irresponsible 
remarks on China’s economy and take unfair measures 
to China through creating various pretexts but the report 
does not mention the EU’s own actions in violation 
of  WTO rules,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said. “It is hypocritical to have double 
standards... Using zero-sum game mentality to deal 
with reciprocal cooperation will injure others and harm 
(the EU) itself. “In recent years, China’s economic 
development has made historic achievements, providing 
important material conditions for development and 
reform in other fields, and making important contribution 
to the stability and growth of the world economy.  “The 
socialist economy with Chinese characteristics has a 
bright future,” the spokesperson added.

Four killed in Philippines ferry 
capsize 
Manila, Dec. 21 (IANS): At least four people were 
killed on Thursday after a ferry with 250 people on 
board capsized off the east coast of the Philippines, the 
Coast Guard said. The Philippines Coast Guard (PCG) 
said that 11 passengers were rescued and hospitalised, 
reports Xinhua news agency. However, the PCG did not 
give out details of how many were still missing. A PCG 
spokesman said a search operation was on. “Three rescue 
boats are on the way to the accident site, some eight to 
nine miles from the shoreline,” he added. He said the 
ferry left a port in Real town, Quezon, and was on the 
way to Polilio, an island in the northeastern region which 
is separated from Luzon island by the Polilio Strait. 
Authorities are looking into the cause of the accident.

7 killed in firing, explosion in Pakistan
Islamabad, Dec. 21 (IANS): At least seven people 
were killed and four injured on Thursday in an incident 
of  firing and a landmine explosion in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan province. Six people were killed and four 
injured when unidentified gunmen stormed a house 
in Dera Bugti’s Toba Nokani area of the province and 
opened indiscriminate fire, paramilitary sources said, 
Dawn reported. The armed men entered the house of a 
man identified as Gujjar, killing him, his two wives and 
three children. As the injured were being transferred to 
a hospital, their vehicle hit a landmine. One person was 
killed in the ensuing explosion.

16 killed in South Korea building fire
Seoul, Dec. 21 (IANS): At least 16 people died and 
over 10 were injured in a fire that engulfed a commercial 
building in South Korea’s Jecheon city on Thursday, 
firefighters said. The fire started in the afternoon from 
a vehicle in the basement parking lot of an eight-storey 
fitness centre in the city, 168 km southeast of  Seoul, 
according to the authorities. The victims were in a 
public sauna on the second floor at the time of  the 
incident. About 20 fire engines as well as 50 firefighters 
were sent to the scene, Yonhap news agency reported. 
The injured were not in a life-threatening condition, 
officials said. The fire was extinguished at about 5.40 
p.m. and firefighters started a search operation inside 
the building. According to officials, there could be more 
bodied inside the building housing a fitness centre, 
public sauna and restaurant.

Senior UK official resigns after sexual 
misconduct allegations
London, Dec. 21 (IANS): First Secretary of State of  
the British government Damian Green on Wednesday 
stepped down from the position amid allegations that 
pornographic material was found on a Commons 
computer nine years ago. The latest development came 
amid an array of resignations of the British government 
cabinet officials over the past months for sex-related 
allegations, Xinhua news agency reported. Green, the 
British Prime Minister Theresa May’s de facto deputy 
had earlier denied allegations that pornographic material 
was found on one of his parliamentary computers. British 
media said the claim was deemed lawful but one of the 
investigating officers said some of  it was “extreme”. 
Green had been the subject of an inquiry after a woman 
alleged that he made inappropriate advances to her, 
claims he strenuously denies.

NKorea vows to retaliate over US 
ransomware accusation
Seoul, Dec. 21 (AP/PTI): North Korea has described 
a US accusation that it was behind a ransomware attack 
as a “grave political provocation” and vowed to retaliate. 
Homeland security adviser Tom Bossert wrote in a Wall 
Street Journal op-ed published Monday that North 
Korea will be held accountable for May’s WannaCry 
ransomware attack that infected hundreds of thousands 
of computers worldwide. The North’s Foreign Ministry 
repeated Thursday it had nothing to do with the attack. 
It said it will never tolerate such “reckless” US claims 
but didn’t say how it would respond. It’s not unusual for 
Pyongyang to issue harsh rhetoric against Washington 
and Seoul. Thursday’s warning came amid heightened 
animosities following the North’s test-launch of its most 
powerful missile last month.

Italy expels Moroccan ‘extremist’
Rome, Dec. 21 (IANS): Italian authorities have deported 
a 37-year-old Moroccan national who is accused of  
being an Islamist extremist, the Interior Ministry said. 
The suspect was expelled from Italy aboard a flight from 
Milan’s Malpensa airport, bringing to 103 the number 
of  alleged religious extremists deported this year, the 
Ministry stated. The Moroccan came to the attention of  
Italian investigators in 2016 after he was expelled from a 
Muslim association in Alessandria for his ultra-extremist 
views and for allegedly intimidating the association’s 
chiefs for failing to apply the radical interpretation of the 
Quran which he espoused.

Indian man arrested with large 
quantity of drugs in Nepal 
Kathmandu, Dec. 21 (PTI): A 37-year-old Indian 
was arrested in Nepal after he was allegedly found 
in possession of  a huge quantity of  banned drugs 
here, police said today. Acting on a tip-off, a team of  
Narcotics Control Bureau on Monday intercepted an 
SUV bearing an Indian number plate in Kalanki on the 
outskirts of Kathmandu and nabbed Ramesh Kumar. 
Kumar, a permanent resident of Motihari in Bihar, was 
found with 1,200 ampoules each of buprenorphine and 
diazepam besides 1,100 ampoules of phenargan from 
him, according to a press release issued by the police 
headquarters. The drugs were wrapped in newspapers 
and kept in a plastic bag, it said. According to the initial 
probe, police said Kumar is a drug lord and has a good 
network of dealers. 

knows what they’re doing.”
Trump ended by assert-

ing: “We’re not going to be 
taken advantage of any long-
er.” The President’s remarks 
came after Nikki Haley, the 
US ambassador to the UN, 
warned on Twitter that “the 
US will be taking names” of  
countries that support the 
resolution. 

And in a letter she sent to 
more than 180 UN ambas-
sadors of  member nations, 

she said she would report 
back to Trump on how they 
voted. “We will take note of  
each and every vote on this 
issue,” she wrote.

The UN General As-
sembly will meet for a rare 
emergency session to discuss 
the status of  Jerusalem on 
Thursday after the US ve-
toed earlier an Egypt-drafted 
request asking Washington 
to withdraw its decision to 
recognize the city as Israel’s 

capital. 
The US on Monday ve-

toed a Security Council draft 
resolution on the status of  
Jerusalem.

All other 14 members of  
the Security Council voted 
in favour of  the Egyptian-
drafted text. But as the US, 
a permanent member of the 
Security Council, has veto 
power, the draft resolution 
failed to be adopted.

“We expect strong sup-
port at the UN vote, but we 
see that the US, which was 
left alone, is now resorting 
to threats,” Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said before leaving Istanbul 
for New York.  “No hon-
ourable, dignified country 
would bow down to this 
pressure.”

 Derek H. Chollet, who 
served in the Obama admin-
istration, said: “This is an 
empty threat. Some of  the 
countries Trump professes to 
be most admiring of would 
be caught in the cross-hairs 
of this.”

Geneva, Dec. 21 (IANS): The UN Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (OHCHR) on Wednesday 
said Myanmar had refused access to a 
UN Special Rapporteur tasked with 
assessing the human rights situation in 
the country.

There have been widespread claims 
of  persecution against the mostly 
Muslim minority Rohingya commu-
nity, hundreds of thousands of whom 
migrated to neighbouring Bangladesh 
fleeing sectarian violence associated 
with a crackdown against Rohingya 
rebels by Myanmar’s security forces.

“The government of  Myanmar 
has informed UN Special Rapporteur 
Yanghee Lee that all access to the coun-
try has been denied and cooperation 

withdrawn for the duration of her ten-
ure,” the OHCHR said in a statement.

Lee was scheduled to visit Myan-
mar in January to assess the human 
rights situation in the country, includ-
ing the alleged abuses against the Ro-
hingyas in western Rakhine state, Efe 
news reported. Lee said the Myanmar 
government’s attitude and lack of co-
operation was “a strong indication that 
there must be something terribly awful 
happening in Rakhine as well as in the 
rest of the country”.

Non-profit Doctors Without Bor-
ders last week estimated that at least 
6,700 Rohingyas, including 730 chil-
dren under five, were killed during the 
first 30 days of the crisis that began on 
August 25.

A special rapporteur appointed by 
the UN to a specific country is required 
to make at least two visits a year in 
order to prepare a complete report for 
the Human Rights Council and the UN 
General Assembly.

Since her appointment in 2014, 
Lee has visited Myanmar six times, 
although she was not always granted 
unfettered access by the country’s au-
thorities, who at the time cited security 
concerns. “It is a shame that Myanmar 
has decided to take this route. They 
have said that they have nothing to 
hide, but their lack of  cooperation 
with my mandate and the fact-finding 
mission suggests otherwise,” Lee said, 
while still hoping that the authorities 
might reverse their decision.

Barcelona, Dec. 21 (AFP/
PTI): Catalans voted today 
in a crucial election that 
could mark a turning point 
for their region, just two 
months after a failed seces-
sion bid triggered Spain’s 
worst political crisis in dec-
ades.

Record turnout is expect-
ed in a vote pitting leaders of  
the wealthy northeastern re-
gion’s separatist movement 
against parties that want to 
remain in Spain.

Will voters again hand 
victory to pro-independence 
parties that tried to break 
Catalonia from Spain, one 
of whose candidates is in jail 
and the other in self-imposed 
exile in Belgium? 

Or will they lose the ab-
solute parliamentary major-
ity of 72 seats they won in 
2015?  Catalans on both 
sides of  the divide saw the 
day as a potential moment 
of truth for their region, fol-
lowing weeks of  upheaval 
and protests unseen since 
democracy was reinstated 
following the death in 1975 
of dictator Franco.

While the independence 
question is far from new, it 
was the referendum on Oc-
tober 1 -- and a heavy police 
crackdown on voters -- that 
focused the world’s attention 
on the region.

Some 5.5 million peo-
ple are registered to vote in 
Thursday’s election which 
is likely to see seven par-
ties winning mandates in 
the 135-seat regional parlia-
ment.

Even before polling sta-
tions opened in Barcelona, 
people had formed long 
queues to cast their ballots.

In the seaside town of  
Calafell, Joan Rafael Nunez 
Margalet, a 56-year-old fish-
erman, was among the first 
to vote.

“We had to vote today, 
we couldn’t have stayed 
home,” he said, adding that 
he was voting for the pro-
unity camp.

The vote is widely seen 
as a plebiscite on the inde-
pendence question in Cata-
lonia, whose autonomy 
Spain stripped in an unprec-
edented move after a failed 
independence declaration 
on October 27.

Crucially, however, even 
if  the pro-independence 
camp wins, it is not expected 
to attempt another breaka-
way from Spain but rather 
try to enter into negotiations 
with Madrid.

In the staunchly pro-
independence town of Vic, 
the sun shone feebly on a 
small line of voters waiting 
in the freezing cold outside 
a day centre for the elderly, 
their polling station.

One man wore a yellow 
ribbon -- a symbol used by 
separatists demanding their 
leaders be freed from deten-
tion. Posters advocating in-
dependence were plastered 
all over the nearby walls, 
one of which had a picture 
of someone’s hands tied be-
hind their back, which read: 
“Help Catalonia”.

Following the contro-
versial October referendum, 
which went ahead despite 
a ban by Madrid, the crisis 
came to a head later that 
month when the regional 
parliament declared unilat-
eral independence.

The move infuriated the 
Spanish government but also 
rattled a Europe still reeling 
from Britain’s decision to 
leave.

The secession bid was 
short-lived, though, as Ma-
drid sacked Catalonia’s 
government, dissolved its 
parliament and called snap 
elections.

I s l a m a b a d ,  D e c.  2 1 
(IANS): Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz President 
Nawaz Sharif  has nomi-
nated his brother and Pun-
jab Chief Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  as the candidate for 
the Prime Minister’s office 
in the next parliamentary 
elections.

Sharif  announced the 
decision after a Wednesday 
night meeting of  PML-N 
leaders at his residence.  Pa-
kistani media quoted party 
leaders present at the meet-
ing as saying that Nawaz 

Sharif  praised Shehbaz 
Sharif for his “hard-working 
nature and devotion to pub-
lic service”. 

“Shehbaz has always 
worked to further the party 
policies for public welfare 
and this unflagging attitude 
earned him the opportunity 
to be trusted for a higher of-
fice,” said Nawaz Sharif. 

“We are a democratic 
political party where eve-
ryone is free to voice their 
mind.

 Shehbaz has had differ-
ence of opinion over some 

issues yet his commitment 
to the party overrules all 
else, which is why he has 
never violated the party dis-
cipline,” he added. 

The former Prime Min-
ister, ousted from office over 
corruption charges, lauded 
Shehbaz Sharif ’s vision as 
Chief Minister. 

Nawaz Sharif ’s decision 
not to nominate Shehbaz 
Sharif as the party head after 
his disqualification was seen 
by some as an outcome of  
the rift and distrust between 
the two.

Seoul, Dec. 21 (IANS): 
South Korea on Thurs-
day fired warning shots 
towards North Korea as 
Pyongyang’s forces were 
trying to locate a soldier 
who crossed the border and 
defected to the South earlier 
in the day, a Defence Min-
istry spokesman said here.

The South Korean mili-
tary first issued a warn-
ing through its loudspeak-
ers when it saw a group 
of  North Korean border 
guards approach the Mili-
tary Demarcation Line, 
the effective border line be-

tween the two countries, the 
spokesman told Efe news. 

As North Korea appar-
ently ignored the warning, 
several shots were fired, the 
spokesman said, adding 
that North Korea’s border 
patrol then decided to back 
down.

Shortly afterwards, the 
South Korean troops heard 
several warning shots com-
ing from the North.

The North Korean sol-
dier appeared in front of  a 
South Korean border guard 
post at 8.04 a.m. after hav-
ing crossed the western side 

of  the border. This is the 
fourth North Korean sol-
dier to defect to the South 
this year.

The soldier was the first 
one since the dramatic defec-
tion of  a trooper who was 
shot five times by the North 
Korean army on November 
13 during his escape through 
the Joint Security Area, the 
only border area where sol-
diers of the two countries are 
stationed face to face.

The defections have 
triggered tensions along 
the border line of  the two 
countries.

Canberra, Dec. 21 (IANS): Two men were 
arrested on Thursday after a car drove into 
a crowd of pedestrians outside Melbourne’s 
iconic Flinders Street station, the Austral-
ian police said. The incident left 19 people 
injured, four of whom were in critical condi-
tion, Victoria Police Acting Chief Commis-
sioner Shane Patton said.

Among them was a pre-school age child 
who was taken to hospital with a head in-
jury and was in a serious condition, CNN 
reported. Patton told reporters that the driver 
of the vehicle was a 32-year-old Australian 
citizen of Afghan descent known to police 
but only for minor offences.

Patton said that while the crash was 
considered to be deliberate, there was no 
evidence of a link to terrorism. He added 
that the driver had a history of drug use and 
mental health issues.

The second man who was detained at the 
scene was observed filming the incident on 
his mobile phone. Arresting officers found 

three knives in his possession.
Patton and Victoria Premier Daniel 

Andrews, who described the incident as 
“an evil, cowardly act”, highlighted the fact 
that investigators believed the incident to be 
“singular” in nature. 

The authorities did not raise the ter-
ror threat level, encouraging people to 
continue enjoying the festive period. “You 
should come in, go to the carols, go to the 
cricket, continue to enjoy yourselves”, 
Patton said.

Images from the scene showed a number 
of people lying on the ground close to a large 
white vehicle. One witness told radio station 
3AW the car had “just mowed everybody 
down, people were flying everywhere”.

In January, six people died when a man 
drove a car into pedestrians on Bourke 
Street. Afterwards, city authorities installed 
concrete blocks in various locations -- includ-
ing on Flinders Street -- hoping to prevent 
vehicle-based attacks.

Zurich, Dec. 21 (AFP/PTI): JP Morgan 
Chase’s Swiss unit “seriously breached 
anti-money laundering regulations” in its 
dealings with Malaysian sovereign wealth 
fund 1MDB, the Swiss financial markets 
watchdog found today.

The US bank’s subsidiary “failed to ad-
equately identify the increased money laun-
dering risks in some of the business relation-
ships related to this case”, the FINMA body 
said, referring to a money-laundering scan-
dal that has shaken the Malaysian political 
establishment. “The bank seriously breached 
anti-money laundering regulations by failing 
to screen adequately transactions and busi-
ness relationships booked in Switzerland 
associated with the Malaysian sovereign 
wealth fund 1MDB and one of its business 
partners,” FINMA said in a statement.

Despite its findings, FINMA said it 
would not seek legal proceedings against 
any individuals and there would be no fines 
against JP Morgan.

The US Justice Department alleges in 

civil lawsuits that USD 4.5 billion was looted 
from 1MDB in an audacious campaign of  
fraud and money-laundering.

The scandal has rocked the administra-
tion of  Malaysian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak, the founder of  1MDB, who must 
call elections by mid-2018. He has responded 
by purging critics from his government and 
curbing domestic investigations.

Celebrities have been sucked into the 
scandal, with the Justice Department al-
leging stolen 1MDB money was used to 
buy jewelry worth millions of  dollars for 
Miranda Kerr as well as gifts for Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Authorities in several countries as 
still investigating the complex deals involving 
the Malaysian fund and other entities.

In April 2016 1MDB defaulted on USD 
1.75 billion in bonds after missing an interest 
payment of USD 50 million.

While JP Morgan Chase’s Swiss unit 
has escaped fines, FINMA said Thursday it 
will now conduct an in-depth review of the 
bank’s anti-money laundering systems.
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Don’t regret my mistakes, says Zac Efron

Nagaland Conservatory of Music 
Ignites Christmas Spirit in Delhi 

Weinstein accused of harassing ‘Marco Polo’ producer

Kangana to host Christmas party for underprivileged kids

Actor Zac Efron says he doesn’t have any regrets about his mistakes. Efron has con-
fessed to making numerous errors earlier in his career, but he thinks his mistakes have 
all been part of a maturation process, reports dailymail.co.uk. “I’ve done a lot of things 
that I look back on and go ‘sheesh, are you kidding, what were you thinking?’ It is weird 
to say because I am also happy that I did all of  those things because I am here before 
you today able to proclaim that this is me and I am very proud of who I am,” Efron 
said. “We want to achieve that ability to say this is me and feel that. But it is a fleeting 
moment. It is one that I know I am going to have to face tomorrow. Every day I wake 
up and I have to start with again the man in the mirror and it is like starting from square 
one all over again. “You are never perfect, you wake up every day and there’s a new set 
of challenges,” he added. (IANS)

A
fter a successful concert 
at the MTV India Music 
Summit at Jaipur in 
October, Nagaland 
Conservatory of Music 

yet again lived up to its reputation 
by captivating the Delhi- NCR with 
a series of exhilarating Christmas 
Concerts. 

On Dec. 15, Nagaland Con-
servatory of Music performed at the 
magnificent Cathedral Church of  

the Redemption in New Delhi, to a 
standing ovation by a highly apprecia-
tive audience and on Dec. 16, they 
performed at the prestigious Heritage 
Xperiential Learning School at Gur-
gaon as part of their annual ‘Yujan’ 
festival stated a press release.

On Dec. 16 evening their finale 
performance was presented by 
Musiconcepts Pvt. Ltd, organisers of  
the MTV India Music Summit, at the 
India Habitat Centre – Amphitheatre 

as part of their effort to showcase 
glimpses of the highly successful 
MTV India Music Summit.

The audience at the India Habitat 
Centre were mostly genuine art lovers 
and music critiques who reciprocated 
the performance with an astounding 
standing ovation. It may be men-
tioned that the Delhi tour was suc-
cessful only because of the support of  
Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi. 

EMN

A
n employee of  
the Weinstein 
Company 
has accused 
Hollywood 

producer Harvey Weinstein 
of assaulting and sexually 
harassing her for years.

Alexandra Canosa, an 
associate producer on the 
series “Marco Polo”, filed 
a lawsuit on Wednesday 

in the Supreme Court. She 
claims that Weinstein had 
threatened to sack her if  
she ever spoke up, reports 
deadline.com.

She named Bob and 
Harvey Weinstein as 
defendants as well as the 
company and seven other 
board members.

The suit does not detail 
her allegations but alleges 

that Canosa was subject to 
“sexual harassment, sexual 
intimidation, emotional 
abuse, assault and battery” 
over several years.

Canosa has also ac-
cused the company and 
the board of facilitating 
and concealing Weinstein’s 
conduct and of failing to 
act to prevent it.

Weinstein is now 

facing seven lawsuits al-
leging sexual harassment 
or sexual assault as well 
as claims arising from the 
collapse of  productions 
in the wake of  revelations 
about his alleged miscon-
duct. 

Weinstein has repeat-
edly denied any non-con-
sensual sex.

IANS

N
ational Award-win-
ning actress Kangana 
Ranaut is planning to 
enjoy Christmas on 
December 25 with a 

group of  underprivileged children.
At a suburban restaurant, Kan-

gana will have brunch with over 100 
children of  the Smile Foundation 
and will support the initiative Qauk-
erFeedAChild, read a statement 
from her spokesperson. 

On the work front, the actress, 
who got injured during the shooting 

of  her ambitious project “Man-
ikarnika: The Queen of  Jhansi”, 
will resume shooting from Saturday.

Apart from taking the day off  
on Christmas, she will shoot till 
December 31. 

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: Let’s start off 
with a little background information. 
How did you get into music?

Honya Yanlem: Well, I have 
always been interested in music ever since I 
was in high school. I used to listen to Hindi 
songs more than I listened to English songs. 

Gradually my interest shifted from Hindi to 
English and here I am.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your biggest 
support.

Honya Yanlem: My family has 
always been my biggest support in whatever 
I do but when it comes to music, it was my 
friend Moba Inggang (who is also a musi-
cian) that literally pushed me to come out of  
my shell and record a song.

EASTERN MIRROR: When was the 
first time you performed on stage? 
And what was the experience like?

Honya Yanlem: Whenever I had 
the opportunity to perform on stage, I would 
always turn it down since I always felt like I 
wasn’t good enough. The first time I ever per-
formed was 13 years back during the Youth 
Musical Ensemble in Dimapur. It was all 
going great until the power cut off  suddenly 
when I was in d middle of  my second song( 
laugh) . Maybe that was my first and last 
performance on the stage with a huge crowd.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your strengths 
and weaknesses?

Honya Yanlem: My family has 
always been my strength and of  course the 
God I pray.

Well me being a shy person and not 

having enough self-confidence are my biggest 
weaknesses.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your 
debut single ‘Caught in The Middle’ 
all about?

Honya Yanlem: My song ‘Caught 
In The Middle’ is all about the state of  life 
where we struggle to make our decision but 
we are left confused and indecisive. It’s about 
having both happy and sad moments, dark-
ness and light in one’s life. Some parts of  the 
video also highlight my interest in photogra-
phy (Even though am not good at it)

EASTERN MIRROR: Any musical 
experiences that you would like to 
share with your fans?

Honya Yanlem: Well I love sing-
ing but I don’t go out and perform anywhere 
so I don’t have much to share or talk about. 
But what I realised lately is that singing 
inside the four walls of  our room is very easy 
but when you go out recording a song, play 
live on stage it’s not the same anymore. I also 
realised that so much of  time, money and 
energy is spent on practicing, recording a 
song and making a video. 

EASTERN MIRROR: If given a 
chance to perform with an artist, who 
would you choose and why?

Honya Yanlem: There are lots 
of  artists I wish to perform with if  given a 
chance. But when it comes to really doing it, 
I would like to perform with the ones I can 
be comfortable with and with whom I can 
blend well.

EASTERN MIRROR: To become a 
successful artist what according to you 
is the biggest challenge one has to deal 
with in the present scenario?

Honya Yanlem: Building up an 
audience, Maintaining consistency in our 
performances, with fans, in updating and 
upgrading our music according to what the 
situation and generation demands and also 
making our mark because there are many 
who are far better and ahead of  us.

EASTERN MIRROR: Any upcoming 
releases?

Honya Yanlem: Well it has been 
just a month since I released my debut single, 
so I think it will take few more months to 
record my second. I’m planning to try a 
Hindi song in my next if  everything works 
out well.

TickeT raTes
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Zinda Hai 

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Honya Yanlem who con-
sidered herself a person who only sings 
behind the four walls of her room has 
recently released her debut single ‘Caught 
in The Middle’.

Shy Honya Yanlem who is from Mon 
district says she grew up listening to Hindi 
songs more than English.

Her debut ‘Caught in The Middle’  is 
all about the state of life where one strug-
gles to make decisions. It’s about having 
both happy and sad moments, darkness 
and light in one’s life.

Honya says she has plans to release 
Hindi songs in the days to come.

Read on for more insight that Honya 
Yanlem shared about her musical journey 
with Eastern Mirror
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The explanation that the beam is off-axis to 
account for low gamma ray emission cannot explain 
strengthening of radio and x rays subsequent to 
kilonova event. (image credit K. P. Mooley et.al.)

Boost for gene editing, 
artificial womb technologies 

How Indian telescope data helped solve mystery of jets from colliding neutron stars

New Delhi, Dec. 21 (IANS): 
Advances in medical sciences this 
year have brought good news for 
humanity at large because of  the 
progress made in gene editing tech-
nology to treat inherited diseases, 
and particularly to cancer patients 
with the approval of a gene therapy 
by US regulators.

The year also paved the way 
for heralding a new age of care for 
premature babies with scientists 
from the Children’s Hospital of  
Philadelphia (CHOP) in the US 
successfully building an artificial 
womb that could keep premature 
lambs alive and help them develop 
normally, marking a breakthrough 
in treating premature babies.

The lambs lived for four weeks 
inside the device, which looks like 
an oversized plastic bag filled with 
synthetic amniotic fluid. Scientists 
hope that the artificial womb could 
one day help bring human preemies 
to term outside the uterus.

Using the CRISPR-Cas9 ge-
nome-editing technique, a team of  
scientists from the US and South 
Korea corrected a disease-causing 
mutation in early-stage human 
embryos.

The technique corrected the mu-
tation for a heart condition -- known 
as hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 
(HCM) -- at the earliest stage of  
embryonic development, in other 
words, before they were born, so 
that the defect would not be passed 
on to future generations.

The researchers hope the work, 
details of which were published in 
the journal Nature, would pave the 

way for improved in vitro fertilisa-
tion (IVF) outcomes as well as even-
tual cures for some of the thousands 
of diseases caused by mutations in 
single genes.

The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) termed its approval 
of the first gene therapy a “historic 
action” which could usher in a new 
approach to the treatment of cancer 
and other serious and life-threaten-
ing diseases.

Gene therapy has been there for 
some time with the first such ther-
apy getting approval in China way 
back in 2013. Two gene therapy 
drugs also became available in the 
European countries subsequently. 
However, they have not got much 
traction, especially in Europe, for 
commercial use so far. With the 
US also now giving the green light 
for such a therapy, things may well 
change for the better.

The FDA approved Kymriah 
(tisagenlecleucel) for certain pe-
diatric and young adult patients 
with a form of acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia (ALL).

“We’re entering a new frontier 
in medical innovation with the 
ability to reprogramme a patient’s 
own cells to attack a deadly cancer,” 
FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb 
said in a statement while announc-
ing the “historic action”.

Kymriah is a genetically-mod-
ified autologous T-cell immuno-
therapy. Each dose of Kymriah is a 
customised treatment created using 
an individual patient’s own T-cells, 
a type of white blood cell known as 
a lymphocyte.

The patient’s T-cells are col-
lected and sent to a manufacturing 
centre where they are genetically 
modified to include a new gene that 
contains a specific protein (a chime-
ric antigen receptor or CAR) that 
directs the T-cells to target and kill 
leukemia cells that have a specific 
antigen (CD19) on the surface.

Once the cells are modified, 
they are infused back into the pa-
tient to kill the cancer cells.

The US FDA also approved in 
November the first “digital pill” 
with a digital ingestion tracking 
system that can tell doctors whether 
the medication was taken.

It has an ingestible sensor em-
bedded in the pill that records that 
the medication was taken.

The product, Abilify MyCite 
(aripiprazole tablets with sensor), 
was approved in the US for the 
treatment of schizophrenia, bipolar 
disorder and for use as an add-on 
treatment for depression in adults.

The system works by sending a 
message from the pill’s sensor to a 
wearable patch. The patch transmits 
the information to a mobile ap-
plication so that patients can track 
the ingestion of the medication on 
their smartphone, the FDA said in 
a statement.

Digital technology like Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) also stepped into 
the healthcare sector in 2017 with a 
new vigour, helping mine medical 
records, design treatments or find 
ways to discover drugs faster.

Scientists at South Korea’s 
Daegu Gyeongbuk Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology developed an 

electronic skin based on AI that can 
keep a track of  heart rate, respira-
tion, and muscle movement, which 
works just like a smartwatch.

AI was also used to help in the 
early detection of  melanoma skin 
cancer.

The technology, developed 
by the University of  Waterloo in 
Canada employs machine-learning 
software to analyse images of skin 
lesions and provides doctors with 
objective data on telltale biomarkers 
of melanoma, which is deadly if  de-
tected too late, but highly treatable 
if  caught early.

The year also saw 3D printing 
technology helping researchers in 
creating artificial organs and also in 
repairing damaged body parts.

Dr T V Venkateswaran 

New Delhi, Dec. 21: The enigma of  
why the merger of  two neutron stars 
resulting in a kilonova explosion was 
not as bright as it should have been, 
has been solved by an international 
team of  astronomers using crucial 
data from the Indian radio telescope, 
the Giant Meterwave Radio Tele-
scope (GMRT) near Pune.

On August 17, 2017, astrono-
mers for the first time detected pow-
erful gravitational waves generated 
by the initial tango and subsequent 
collision and merger of  a neutron 
star pair. Just around 20 km in size, 
neutron stars are the densest objects 
in the universe – just a teaspoonful 
neutron star material has a mass of  
about a billion tons. It was the first 
confirmed detection of  gravitational 
waves from such a merger and the 
fifth direct detection of  gravitational 
waves. 

The cataclysmic collision of  two 
neutron stars results in a spectacular 
explosion called kilonova. It is an 
explosion thousand times stronger 
than a typical stellar blow-up called 
a nova. The merger created gravita-
tional waves, the kilonova explosion 
and outbursts of  gamma rays, X-
rays, and visible light. Astronomers 
were able to see for the first time a 
gravitational wave source with both 
gravitational waves and electromag-
netic waves. The high pressure and 
temperature of  the kilonova resulted 
in the synthesis of  heavy elements 
like uranium and gold, whose sub-
sequent decay led to the emission 
of  ultraviolet, optical and near-

infrared light. This event, named 
GW170817, solved many puzzles 
in astronomy -how heavy elements 
like gold, platinum and uranium are 
synthesised;  is the speed of  gravita-
tional waves different from the speed 
of  light and are the puzzling power-
ful short gamma-ray burst arising 
from neutron star mergers.  

However, there was a mystery. 
When a pair of  super-dense neu-
tron stars collided in a kilonova 
explosion, bursts of  bright flashes of  
gamma rays - short gamma-ray burst 
or SGRB - are expected. However, 
gamma-ray signals detected from 
the GW170817 were 10000 times 
less bright than those seen in other 
detected short gamma-ray bursts. 
Moreover, X-rays and radio waves 
from the event were detected only 
after sixteen days following the blast. 
More surprisingly, radio and x rays 
were brightening over time instead 
of  fading away. 

This is the puzzle that scientists 
have now explained in a research 
paper published in journal Nature 
on Wednesday. 

Neutron stars are like a light-
house, rotating and radiating a beam 
of  energy along a path. If  the jets of  
high-speed radiation from the blast 
were not aimed directly at the Earth 
but were inclined off-axis slightly, 
then only the edge of  the beam 
would graze the Earth resulting in 
diminished energy than expected. 
Alternatively, the collision of  binary 
stars could have resulted in the ejec-
tion of  energetic debris that formed 
a cocoon-like envelope around the 
neutron star merger. This cocoon of  
material would have slowly expand-

ed, choking the initially produced 
jets, thus resulting in diminished 
gamma rays. Part of  the energy of  
the blast could be absorbed by the 
‘cocoon’, reducing the amount of  
energy entering into space. 

Using GMRT at Pune, along 
with Very Large Array (VLA) of  
the USA and Australia Telescope 
Compact Array (ATCA), Kunal 
Mooley of  California Institute of  
Technology and colleagues collected 
data to examine which of  these two 
explanations is correct. “The emis-
sion could have been produced by 
a powerful jet of  radiation being 
launched during the merger and 
directed away from our line of  sight; 
however, data collected by us for 93 
days after the merger indicates that 
the cocoon model best fits the obser-
vations”, says Mooley.

The first clue that something is 
amiss with the off-axis explanation 
came when the radio emission from 
the event steadily gained strength. 
If  the direction of  the beam was 
pointed away from the Earth, then 
as time went by, the signals should 
be getting weaker and not stronger.  
The model of  the beam of  radiation 
from the neutron star merger point-
ing away from Earth is hence not 
sustainable. This can explain the 
low gamma-ray emission but not 
the brightening of  low-frequency 
radio waves observed in the event. 
Mooley says, “while we cannot rule 
out the existence of  a jet pointing 
elsewhere, the observed gamma-
rays could not have originated from 
such a jet.” 

The timing and strength of  the 
radio and gamma rays from the ini-

tial neutron-star collision give a clue 
to the subsequent events unfolding.  
The light curve of  the radio waves 
from the event indicated outflow at 
eighty percent of  the speed of  light 
expanding away from the centre of  
the merger event.  “The low elec-
tromagnetic energy of  the merger 
event energy could be explained 
by the cocoon model since jet gave 
away much of  its energy to the 
neutron-rich cocoon surrounding 
it”, Dr.Poonam Chandra, a scientist 
at the National Centre for Radio 
Astrophysics (NCRA) and one of  
the members of  the research team, 
told India Science Wire. 

If  it was the cocoon that was 
emitting the radio waves, then Mool-
ey and his colleagues predicted 
that X rays should also be shining. 
NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory 
observed the event on December 2 
and again on December 6. The X-
ray emission had indeed brightened 
as predicted by the team confirming 
once again their conclusion. 

“The Indian radio telescope 
GMRT played a crucial role in 
resolving this enigma”, said Poo-
nam Chandra, who is a recipient of  
Swarna Jayanti Fellowship of  the 
Department of  Science and Tech-
nology (DST). 

While VLA, ATCA and GMRT, 
all radio telescopes followed the 
event in radio bands, GMRT ob-
servations have the unique low-
frequency coverage at 610 MHz, un-
available at VLA and ATCA. “This 
is important because low-frequency 
emission is absorbed by the sur-
rounding material for a longer time. 
Since absorption depends upon the 

density of  the absorbing medium, 
these observations uniquely allow 
us to estimate the density surround-
ing the binary neutron star merger 
event. This is crucial to conclu-
sively understand the nature of  the 
source,’’ she explained.

The study presents an exciting 
picture of  what occurred when the 
two neutron stars collapsed violent-
ly, into a remnant, possibly a black 
hole. The kilonova explosion first 
set off  a spherical slowly expanding 
envelope of  ejecta into space. The 
rapidly-spinning merger event also 
launched a pair of  high-speed jets of  
material moving close to the speed 
of  light, flowing outwards from its 
poles. This jet could not flow into 
space but had to encounter the 
ejecta from earlier. Impacted by the 
high-speed jet, a cocoon of  material 
then breaks away from this slower-
moving ejected material, resulting in 
the brightening of  radio and x rays 
emitted by the event. The authors 
estimate that “most of  the jet energy 
is transferred to the cocoon resulting 
in the observed gamma-rays, X-rays 
and radio emissions.” The study 
not only explains this event but also 
opens up possibility studying many 
more such collisions. 

The research team included over 
25 astronomers across the world in-
cluding Poonam Chandra (NCRA) 
and Varun Bhalerao (IIT Bombay), 
Kishalay De, Mansi Kasliwal and 
Shri Kulkarni from Caltech. This 
reflects how Indian science is be-
coming part of  international efforts 
in solving fundamental mysteries of  
the universe. 

(India Science Wire)
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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ACROSS
1. Uncle of Muhammad
6. Bric-a-____
10. Long upright pole
14. Extremely large or tall
15. Scottish for “Lake”
16. Male singing range
17. Communion table
18. Actor/director ____ 

Preminger
19. Cloak or jacket
20. Chooses again by ballot
22. Alteration
24. Women
25. Moved about aimlessly or 

foolishly
26. City in Kansas
29. Rip
30. “Oh my!”
31. Carpenter or cabinetmaker
37. _____ and Clark
39. Camel hair fabric
40. “Little House” author: _____ 

Ingalls Wilder
41. A short concerto
44. Colored part of the eye
45. ____er-totter
46. Buyer
48. Burrowing Australian 

marsupials
52. Glass containers
53. Heavy load carrier
54. Christmas time
58. Gumbo
59. “Smallest” particle
61. Programmer
62. Citizen of Yugoslavia
63. ____ d’etat
64. Tall woody plants
65. Singles
66. Kennedy and Koppel
67. Intelligent
DOWN
1. Food thickener
2. Liver secretion
3. Tanning solution

4. Pain killer
5. Series
6. Spots or stains
7. Decays
8. Portray
9. A Muskhogean tribe
10. Former Portuguese 

possession near 
China

11. Beside
12. Performance 

platform

13. Carried
21. Talon
23. Science of 

measuring time 
(abbrev.)

25. Style of car
26. Magnesium 

silicate
27. Margarine
28. Chess piece
29. Tobias
32. Author Joyce Carol 

_____
33. Sometimes with 

thunder and 
lightning

34. Ethnic group of 
Iran and Iraq

35. Great Lake
36. Reduce to rubble
38. Stiff hairs or 

bristles
42. Withdraw
43. Egg-shaped

47. Constructs
48. Whomever
49. Made of oak
50. Large auks
51. Blurts
52. Hops
54. You would 

(contraction)
55. Notion
56. Bambi was one
57. Formerly
60. “Foot digit”
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2017: Highlights
* CRISPR-Cas9 genome-

editing technique helps 
correct a disease-causing 
mutation in early stage hu-
man embryos

* Artificial womb found to 
keep premature lambs alive 
and develop normally

* The US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) ap-
proves first gene therapy

* US FDA approves the first 
“digital pill” with a digital 
ingestion tracking system

* Increased use of  AI and 
other digital technologies 
for treatment and diagnosis 
of  diseases

Cosmic rays from exploding stars 
affecting Earth’s climate: Study
London, Dec. 20 (IANS): Cosmic rays 
raining down from exploded stars and 
variations in the Sun’s magnetic activity 
can affect climate on Earth, claims a study.

These high-energy particles can influ-
ence the formation and growth of  cloud 
condensation nuclei -- the seeds necessary 
for forming clouds in the atmosphere, 
showed the study published in the journal 
Nature Communications.

Since clouds are essential for the 
amount of  solar energy reaching the sur-
face of  Earth, the implications of  the study 
can be significant for our understanding of  
why climate has varied in the past and also 
for future climate changes.

“Finally we have the last piece of  the 
puzzle explaining how particles from space 
affect climate on Earth,” said lead author 
of  the study Henrik Svensmark from the 
Technical University of  Denmark.

“It gives an understanding of  how 
changes caused by solar activity or by su-
pernova (explosion of  a star) activity can 
change climate,” Svensmark said.

For the study, the researchers looked 
into the effects of  cosmic rays on a simu-
lation of  Earth’s atmosphere, which was 
recreated inside a cloud chamber -- a 
sealed lab which mirrors the pressure and 
moisture of  the upper atmosphere, The 
Telegraph reported. 

Data was taken over a period of  two 
years.

The study showed that high-energy 
particles from exploded stars knock elec-
trons out of  air molecules. This produces 
ions -- positive and negative molecules in 
the atmosphere.

The ions help aerosols -- clusters of  
mainly sulphuric acid and water molecules 
-- to form and become stable against evapo-
ration. 

This process is called nucleation. The 

small aerosols need to grow nearly a mil-
lion times in mass in order to have an effect 
on clouds.

The second role of  ions is that they ac-
celerate the growth of  the small aerosols 
into cloud condensation nuclei -- seeds on 
which liquid water droplets form to make 
clouds. 

The study also showed that variations 
in the Sun’s magnetic activity alter the 
influx of  cosmic rays to the Earth.

When the Sun is lazy, magnetically 
speaking, there are more cosmic rays and 
more low clouds, and the world is cooler as 
low clouds made with liquid water droplets 
cool the Earth’s surface.

When the Sun is active, fewer cosmic 
rays reach the Earth and, with fewer low 
clouds, the world warms up, the findings 
showed.

The researchers said that the Medi-
eval Warm Period around year 1000 AD 
and the cold period in the Little Ice Age 
between 1300 AD-1900 AD both fit with 
changes in solar activity.

The implications of  the study suggests 
that cosmic rays coupled with activities 
of  the Sun may have affected the climate 
changes observed during the 20th century 
as well.
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Wokha hosts 22nd edition of Winter Cricket Challenge, one of the oldest 
running yearly cricket tournaments in the state   

Renegades break no sweat 
in defeat of Orchid Hill 

India retain 105th spot, 
Germany tops FIFA list

Swansea City sack 
manager Clement 

Manchester City 
agree to deal for 
Paraguay midfielder

Bayern overcome 
Dortmund in German Cup

Powerful SA pace attack will put 
India under pressure – Smith

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 21 (EMN): Ren-
egades won the opening match of  
the 22nd edition Winter Cricket 
Challenge by inflicting a nine-wicket 
defeat on Orchid Hill CC. The 
Renegades won the toss and chose 
to bowl. 

They restricted Orchid Hill 
to 77 all out in 16.5 overs. Only 
Mhathung and Bikash, with indi-
vidual scores of  22 and 12, man-
aged to register double-digit figures.  
Zuchobemo struck the first sixer of  
the tournament. Sunil, Nayan and 
Himangshu collected three wickets 

each for the Renegades to end the 
first inning inside 17 overs. 

The Renegades’ chase was pow-
ered by a quick-fire 39 off  26 balls 
from the opening batsman, Upender 
Rai. His knock was punctuated by 
six fours, and it won him the man-
of-the-match award. 

W i t h  L i m a t e n z u k  a n d 
Nchumbemo contributing scores of  
13 and 17 runs respectively, the Ren-
egades hunted down the target of 78 
in just 7.5 overs. Mhathung claimed 
the lone wicket for Orchid Hill.

Before the match, a short open-
ing programme was conducted with 

Dr. Manazir J Samoon, the Deputy 
Commissioner and Chairman of  
Sports Council Wokha, as chief  
guest. 

The deputy commissioner while 
declaring the tournament open 
shared the importance of sports in 
dev elopement mental and physical 
health, and also to spread the mes-
sage of  love through true games-
manship.  

He encouraged the young play-
ers to bring laurels to the state 
through sports. He cited the case of  
the neighbouring state of Manipur 
whose excellence in sports is well 

documented. The DC shared that 
in order to reach ‘greater heights’ 
a player must be guided by passion 
and humility. 

He also advised the players not 
to get carried away but play hard 
to compete. The DC congratulated 
the organisers, Senior Noble Klan 
(SNK) for ‘successfully promoting 
the game’ with a message of aware-
ness through its theme: ‘Bowl out 
HIV/AIDS’. 

FRIDAY FIXTURE
Outlaw Vs LCYO

Phoenix Vs Tiyi Knights

Berlin, Dec. 21 (IANS): 
Bayern Munich scored 
twice in the first half against 
Borussia Dortmund to book 
their berth in the last eight 
of the German Cup.

Bayern Munich staged 
a powerful first half  with 
many chances and two 
goals. However, after half  
time Bayern retracted and 
al lowed Dor tmund to 
pull one back, ensuring a 
thrilling closing period on 
Wednesday, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

The German giants 
grabbed the reins from the 
kick off and pressed the visi-
tors into the defence. 

Arturo Vidal rattled 
the bar with three minutes 
played before Dortmund 
goalkeeper Roman Buerki 

denied Robert Lewandows-
ki and Franck Ribery prom-
ising opportunities.

Bayern remained on the 
front foot and their efforts 
paid off  eventually as Je-
rome Boateng headed home 
a rebound that dropped off  
the crossbar 13 minutes into 
the game.

As the match pro-
gressed, Dortmund gained 
a foothold in the game 
and worked out their first 
chance when David Alaba 
had to clear Andrey Yarmo-
lenko's shot on target off the 
goal line in the 37th minute.

Jupp Heynckes' men 
doubled the lead before 
the break as Lewandowski 
exchanged a one-two with 
Thomas Mueller, who had 
all the time and space to 

chip the ball over goalkeep-
er Buerki three minutes 
later.

After the restart, Muel-
ler had the chance to seal 
his brace but Buerki saved 
his powerful header. 

Dortmund regrouped 
and pulled one back when 
Yarmolenko headed home 
Shinji Kagawa's cross at the 
far post in the 77th minute.

Bayern defended deep 
and allowed Dortmund to 
ensure a thrilling closing 
period as substitute Alex-
ander Isak almost levelled 
the scores but Boateng de-
flected his close-range effort 
in the injury time.

The hosts were able to 
protect their narrow lead to 
the end to book their berth 
for the next round.

New Delhi, Dec. 21 (PTI): 
Former captain Graeme 
Smith feels South Africa's 
"powerful" bowling attack 
will put the Indian batting 
line-up under serious pres-
sure in the upcoming Test 
series, starting January 5 in 
Cape Town.

The world no.1 Indian 
team, up against second-
placed South Africa in their 
own den, certainly makes 
for an exciting contest. And 
Smith feels South Africa 
will be extra motivated after 
their painful 0-3 loss in In-
dia couple of  seasons ago.

"I think South Africa 
will be very strong. With 
AB de Villiers coming back, 
their batting looks a lot 
stronger. The bowling too is 
really powerful. They have 
got four really outstand-
ing experienced pacers to 
choose from and couple 
of  young pacers as well," 
Smith told PTI.

"Eventually, I think 
they will only go with three 
seamers and a spinner (in 
Keshav Maharaj) and six 
batters with Quinton de 
Kock at seven. That will 
be their batting line-up and 
I think that is a powerful 
one," he said.

Smith, however, said 
the scheduling of  the first 
Test in Cape Town could 
turn out to be a blessing 
in disguise for the under 
prepared visitors.

India will head into the 
first Test at Newlands with-
out a warm-up game but 
Smith thinks the scheduling 
might just work in favour of  
the visitors.

"I think Cape Town 
will be India's best chance. 
In South Africa, it is not 
so much about the moving 
ball, it is the extra bounce 
that creates a challenge. 
Cape Town has had a good 
drought. I expect the wick-
et to not do too much and 
have slow bounce and take 
a little bit of  spin as the 
games goes on," Smith 
said.

"Up in Pretoria (second 
Test) and Johannesburg 
(third), it is going to be 
the biggest challenge for 
the Indian team," added 
Smith, one of  South Af-
rica's greatest captains who 
led his team to a 1-0 victory 
at home against India four 
years ago.

Virat Kohli-led India 
are certainly on a roll, hav-
ing won nine Tests series 
in a row though most of  
those wins came in the sub-
continent.

During the ongoing 
home series against Sri 
Lanka, the formidable hosts 
struggled in pace-friendly 

conditions in Kolkata and 
Dharamsala, raising ques-
tions over their readiness to 
play in foreign conditions 
in a significant 2018 when 
they tour South Africa, 
England and Australia.

Smith is expectedly 
backing a "strong" South 
Africa to maintain their 
unbeaten run against India 
at home and says the visi-
tors only have a chance if  
they score big runs and the 
"talked about" pace attack 
delivers while bowling long 
spells.

"I think the big chal-
lenge for India will be scor-
ing runs. If  they can post 
big totals, they have a good 
batting line-up, then they 
will be able to put South 
Africa under pressure.

"I think it is going to 
be a cracking series. There 
are exciting players on both 
sides. I think world cricket 
needs an exciting Test se-
ries and it is shaping up to 
be one of  those," reckons 
Smith.

Captain Kohli, Murali 
Vijay, Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Ajinkya Rahane were 
amongst runs the last time 
India toured South Africa 
while Rohit Sharma and 
Shikhar Dhawan strug-
gled.

According to Smith, 
Dhawan and Rohit are 
much improved players 
now but Kohli and Pujara 
will be the key batsmen 
against a potent Protea at-
tack boasting of  names like 
Dale Steyn, Morne Morkel, 
Vernon Philander and Ka-
giso Rabada.

"Pujara and Kohli will 
be the key batsmen. These 
are the two players who 
played well the last time so 
they will be the key," says 
Smith before coming to the 
Indian pace attack compris-
ing Umesh Yadav, Moham-
med Shami, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Ishant Sharma and 
Jasprit Bumrah, who has 
received his maiden Test 
call-up.

"If  India are going to 
be successful then their 
three seamers would need 
to bowl really well. It is a 
bit of  an unknown though, 
everyone is talking about 
the Indian seamers.

I think the difference is 
going to be about spells.

"In India they bowl 
short spells and try and 
make an impact but in 
South Africa they will have 
to carry a lot more respon-
sibility under pressure, bowl 
long spells. The seamers 
will have to win the game 
for India. It is a very differ-
ent mindset than what you 
have in the subcontinent 

Zurich, Dec. 21 (IANS): India football 
team remained stagnant on the 105th 
position while Germany finished first 
to be named the 'Team of  the Year' in 
the FIFA rankings released here on 
Thursday.

The Sunil Chhetri-led side, who 
were not slated to play any international 
fixtures since the previous rankings were 
released last month, retained their spot 
with 320 points. 

World champions Germany, who 

qualified to defend their crown in Russia 
by winning all 10 of  their qualifiers and 
have been unbeaten in 15 matches in 
2017, succeed Argentina and Belgium, 
who were ‘Team of the Year' in 2016 and 
2015 respectively, according to FIFA. 

Germany held on to the top spot in 
a largely unchanged ranking that reflects 
the fact that just 41 ‘A' internationals 
have been played since the previous 
edition and that few of  those involved 
teams at the top end of  the table.

London, Dec. 21 (IANS): 
Swansea City announced 
that manager Paul Clem-
ent has been sacked as the 
English Premier League side 
have won only three league 
matches and are at the bot-
tom of the standings.

Assistant coaches Ni-
gel Gibbs and Karl Halabi 
have also left the club, the 
club said in a statement on 
Wednesday, reports Xinhua 
news agency. Swansea City 
chairman Huw Jenkins, con-
firmed: "To change the man-
ager, especially at only the 
halfway point of the season, 
is the last thing we wanted to 
do as a club.

"We had three different 
managers last season and as 
a result we all wanted to give 
Paul as much time as pos-
sible to turn things around.

"But we felt we couldn't 
leave it any longer and need-
ed to make a change to give 
us the best chance of  an 
uplift and a turnaround in 
fortunes with the club bot-
tom of the Premier League."

Clement ,  45 ,  took 
charge in January replacing 
Bob Bradley and guided the 
club out of  the relegation 
zone and finished at the 
15th place. Jenkins added, 
"Paul has been at the club 
for 12 months and what he 
achieved in the second half  
of  last season to keep us 
in the top flight was a tre-
mendous feat. For that, and 
his effort and commitment 
this season, it goes without 
saying that the club thanks 
him for his work, together 
with Nigel (Gibbs) and Karl 
(Halabi)."

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 21 (IANS): English Premier League 
(EPL) leaders Manchester City have signed 20-year-old Para-
guayan midfielder Jesus Medina, according to media reports.

The 20-year-old, who made his international debut for 
Paraguay's senior side this year, is expected to be loaned out 
to Manchester City feeder club New York City next year, 
reports Xinhua news agency. 

According to the Guardian, City agreed to pay Para-
guayan first division side Libertad three million British 
pounds ($4 million) for Medina's signature. The Sky Blues 
are understood to have beaten off interest from several other 
European clubs. Medina, who can play as a winger or at-
tacking midfielder, has made 74 appearances for Libertad 
since being promoted from the club's youth academy in 2012.

He has represented Paraguay at the under-17, under-20 
and senior level.

~ACKNOWLEDGEMENT~

The Kohima District Volleyball Association would like to express our 
grateful gratitude to the following persons for making the concluded   5th 
Open Kohima District Volleyball Tournament 2017 a grand success.

Neise Mechülho Rtd. Director Govt. of Nagaland. Kethosituo Sekhose 
Administrator Kohima Municipal Council. Er. Kevisekho Kruse Rtd. Chief 
Engineer. President Angami Sports Association (Vilehu Nguzhü). President 
Kohima Village Youth Organization (Zhatuo Rutsa), Keneizhakho Nakhro, 
Neirielie Solo, Peter Rutsa, N.R. Enterprise(John Tep), Kohima Village Youth 
Organization, Deputy Commissioner Kohima, Executive Engineer Power 
Kohima, Executive Engineer Public Health Engineering Kohima, Inspector 
General Assam Rifles(N) Kohima, 78th Battalion C.R.P.F. Sechu, 3rd Assam Rifles 
Kohima, 9th Assam Rifles Tsiesema, Phreno Hotel, K.V. Timbers, Crystal Planet, 
Cuers Creek, Where’s the Food.

The Volleyball Team who have brought laurel to the District were selected 
from the 5th Open Kohima District Volleyball Tournament 2017 and the 
Association would like to congratulate both Men and Women team for securing 
Women Champion and Men Third Position in the 1st Nagaland Olympic held at 
Chumukedima. The Association further congratulates all the Participants from 
Kohima District for making the District proud by emerging as Group Champion 
in the concluded 1st Nagaland Olympic.  
 Sd/- Sd/-
 NOTSOL NEIKHA VISASIELIE
 Gen. Secretary President
 KDVA KDVA
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THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S PARTY,
Nagaland State, extends

to the people of Nagaland.

On this festive season, may the spirit 
of Christmas  ll our land with peace,

joy and hope.

Christmas GreetingsChristmas Greetings

NATIONAL PEOPLE’S PARTY
NAGALAND STATE

DP-281

and it remains to be seen 
if  they can carry that and 
handle responsibility." 

Smith is clearly rooting 
for his team but will not pre-
dict the result of  the series. 
He very well understands 
that it could be a landmark 
season for the Indian team 
if  it manages to replicate its 
home success abroad.

"I think that is the next 
challenge for this Indian 
team under Kohli. They 
have won a lot of  series in 
subcontinent and if  they 
want to go up to be one of  
the top teams of  this gen-
eration, they will have to do 
well in South Africa.

"I know for sure that 
Virat will be hugely mo-
tivated to have a big year. 
If  they can go on to have 
a 2018 where they win in 
South Africa, England and 
Australia, that will put this 
Indian team in an iconic 
place, Smith signed off.


