
Glimpse from the archives of the C5 from the yesteryears.
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Aggrieved beneficiaries under PMEGP shutting down a bank in Mokokchung Town on December 20.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 14°

Agartala 27° 14°

Gangtok 20° 07°

Guwahati 26° 14°

Imphal 23° 09°

Itanagar 23° 11°

Shillong 20° 08°

Delhi 24° 11°

Kolkata 25° 15°

Chennai 29° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 09°
DIMAPUR 25° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR Nil 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 20 (EMN): In what 
could be termed a positive devel-
opment to the long-standing land 
dispute among the Southern An-
gami Public Organisation (SAPO), 
Mao Council and Maram Khullen 
village over ‘Kezoltsa / Koziirii 
/ Kazing Karyi’ in Dzukou, the 
authorities of  the three disputing 
bodies have signed an undertak-
ing. This was informed by Tenyi-
mi Peoples’ Organization (TPO) 
President Timikha Koza during a 
press conference that was held on 
Dec. 20 at Hotel Japfü in Kohima. 

The TPO is a body of  10 
tribes—Angami, Chakhesang, 
Zeliangrong, Rengma, Pochury, 
Mao, Poumai, Thangal, Maram 
and Inpui—who consider them-
selves part of  common ancestry. 
The dispute over forest land at 
Dzükou is currently being taken 
up by the TPO’s judiciary board 
called ‘board of  arbitrators’ (BoA) 
which has two members from each 
of  the 10 tribes.

A copy of  the undertaking that 
was handed to the media reads: 
“Whereas, all the three parties, ful-
ly concurring that the land belong 
to the people and not to any state 
or government, agreed to resolve 
the dispute based on Naga custom-
ary laws and its usages (Tenyimi) 
and not to resort to any other court 
(s) and also do hereby commit to 
abide by the decision of  the TPO 
Board of  Arbitrators and cooper-
ate with the TPO for strict imple-

mentation of  the decision given by 
the arbitral tribunal.

“Further, in view of  the afore-
said undertaking, we also agreed 
not to: destroy the Forest- flora 
and fauna; collect forest produce; 
permit hunting; allow any road 
connectivity to the above men-
tioned forest, and to this effect, the 
existing road(s) shall also be cut 
off.

“This pledge we commit that 
in the event of  any violation or 
failure to abide by the abovemen-
tioned points, the BoA/TPO may 
invite penalty of  minimum Rs.20 
lacs fine or even up to the extent of  
‘excommunication’ depending on 
the degree of  default.”

The undertaking was signed 
by SAPO President Dr. Niketou 
Kiso; Mao Council President M 
Dili and chief  of  Maram Khullen 
village K Namba with four author-
ized delegates from each body. The 
undertaking was witnessed by the 
TPO’s President Koza and BoA 
Convener Sovenyi Chakhesang.

According to Koza, the land 
dispute dated back to the ‘80s due 
to ‘vested interest of  some individ-
uals who logged some centuries-
old trees in the virgin forest which 
affected the ecosystem around it.’

The TPO, erstwhile Tenyimi 
Union, took up the issue and 
brought the conflicting parties 
to an understanding. However, 
he recalled, the issue resurfaced 
and due to some ‘gap in com-
munication,’ some of  the parties 

withdrew from the TPO court 
and could not go ahead with the 
case. When the matter flared up in 
2015, the organization managed to 
bring back all the parties together 
and went on to constitute the BoA 
with representation from each 
member-tribe which began study-
ing the case from Jan. 26 2016, it 
was learned.

The BoA was stated to have 
exerted all-out effort to convince 
the conflicting groups to a solution 
laying emphasis on the need to 
preserve the evergreen forest that 
is under the disputed area. The 
point of  persuasion was that even 
if  the three groups owned the land 
it was the people who were the 
stakeholders: the forest ecosystem 
caters to the surrounding regions 
including Nagaland’s state capital 
Kohima and the areas of  Mao, Se-
napati areas of  Manipur.

It has been reported that three 
roads were being constructed deep 
in the disputed forest when the is-
sue of  landownership flared. How-
ever, following the intervention of  
the TPO’s BoA, the Mao Council 
‘cut off  one road while the one in 
Nagaland’s side was blocked by 
a landslide. The rest of  the roads 
leading to the foothill areas are ex-
pected to be ‘cut off ’ shortly.

However, Koza explained that 
it does not mean that entry into 
Dzükou was closed but that it was 
open only for trekkers and not for 
machines and vehicles which were 
likely to cause harm to the natural 

forest environment. He said that 
the signing of  the agreement by 
all the parties had not been easy. 
The leader acknowledged intellec-
tual from all the three communi-
ties who had supported the BoA 
in its mission. “The proceedings 
will continue until the issue is set-
tled but we are all hoping that this 
(undertaking) will become a per-
manent injunction,” Koza stated.

The TPO’s General Secretary 
Vipopal Kintso supplemented the 
president’s statement that the un-
dertaking was just a ‘framework’ 
on which a final adjudication 
would take place. 

“We are depending on good 
faith from all sides,” he added. 

‘Our forefathers had used for-
est produce judiciously but in the 
present context there is rampant 
destruction by certain people in 
our own communities to serve their 
own people in their own interest 
so unless these things are checked, 
proper measures are adopted, our 
ecosystem will be destroyed,’ as-
serted the BoA’s Convener Sovenyi 
Chakhesang. He said that the TPO 
was not just trying to settle a land 
dispute but also ‘looking toward 
posterity.’ The board’s members 
are ‘very hopeful’ with the signing 
of  the undertaking, he added.

The TPO has expressed hope 
that the message of  conservation 
would be taken to all the Naga-
inhabited areas through the under-
taking and that such a step would 
be supported by all.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
A visibly upset Lotha 
Hoho has repeated its de-
mand to the Nagaland gov-
ernment to instate a cabi-
net minister to represent 
the Lotha community. The 
organisation issued a press 
statement on Wed. stating 
that the tribe had been ‘in-
sulted.’       

“The Lotha Hoho, in 
continuation of  its earlier 
demand...for a Lotha min-
ister continues to insist for 
a cabinet berth for a Lotha 
MLA. The LH (Lotha 
Hoho) will not hesitate to 
say that in 54 years of  Na-
galand statehood, it is this 
time that the Lotha tribe is 
insulted, by excluding (sic) 
from the ministry,” the or-
ganisation said. The Lotha 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 20 
(EMN): Expressing resent-
ment at the delay in re-
leasing loans of the Prime 
Minister's Employment 
Generation Programme 
(PMEGP), agitated 
PMEGP beneficiaries of  
the fiscal 2014-17 on Wed. 
resorted to locking down 
three bank branches in 
Mokokchung. The three 
banks are Axis bank, 
HDFC bank and ICICI 
bank. 

About 30 beneficiaries, 
mostly unemployed youths 
and start-up entrepreneurs, 
have not received their loan 
‘amounts’ in spite of having 
been selected and all for-
malities and training met, it 
was informed.

The closure of the 
banks was initiated by the 
aggrieved beneficiaries of  
PMEGP 2014-17 with sup-
port from community or-
ganisations the Ao Senden, 
the Watsu Mungdang, the 
Ao Kaketshir Mungdang 
and the Mokokchung Town 
Lanur Telongjem after the 

expiration of a dateline i.e., 
Dec. 20, that was served 
to the banks in concern for 
sanction to all the PMEGP 
applicants who were se-
lected by the District Level 
Task Committee, starting 
from 2014.

The following dateline 
was given to the three banks 
during a joint meeting held 
between the District Ad-
ministration, the benefici-
aries, Ao Senden, Watsu 
Mungdang, AKM, MTLT 
and the concerned banks on 
Dec. 14, when the agitated 
PMEGP beneficiaries 2014-
17 launched its first agita-
tion on the same day.

However, on  the ex-
piry of the dateline and no 
positive response from the 
banks the aggrieved ben-
eficiaries along with apex 
organizations, today meet 
the Mokokchung Deputy 
Commissioner at it his of-
fice chamber and relay its 
displeasure over the lacka-
daisical attitude shown by 
the banks and its resolve to 
shut down the banks indefi-
nitely.  

One of the PMEGP 
beneficiaries said that the 
shutting down of three 
banks will be indefinite un-
til the banks come up with 
a positive response and jus-
tice is served to the benefi-
ciaries.

Meanwhile, a bank staff  
informed that they have 
intimated the central office 
about the current prevail-
ing situation and grievances 
faced by the beneficiaries, 
however, the decision to 
release the loan amount 
under PMEGP depends on 
the central office decision.

The shut down today 
caused many customers of  
banks to turn back without 
transacting their business 
as usual. With the festive 
season on the closure of  
the banks might ultimately 
affect the customers and 
businessmen who main sea-
son of earning and expend-
ing mainly depend in the 
month of December.

An ultimatum has been 
submitted to the deputy 
commissioner by the or-
ganisations. 

Imliyanger Aier
Mokokchung, Dec. 20 
(EMN): Come Christmas 
time, Mokokchung town 
is known far and wide for 
her extravagant ways it 
celebrates Christmas. As 
always, the town dons a 
festive look as every nook 
and cranny of  the town 
is adorned with their best 
decorations for the festive 
season. All the Shops and 
buildings are cleaned and 
painted, glittering lights en-
compass all the streets and 
every colony tries to outdo 
one another with innova-
tive decors.

Despite all the hectic 
seasons activities happen-
ing around in this  quaint 
town, one event stands out 
always from the rest and 
which every denizens of  
Mokokchung looks for-
ward to-The annual Chil-
dren’s Christmas Cake 
Carol Competition, or the 
popular acronym C5.

C5, is the annual 
Christmas choral competi-
tion where children rep-
resenting nine fellowships 

under MTBA (Mokok-
chung Town Baptist 
Church) participates for 
the much coveted prize- a 
massive Christmas cake, 
and bragging rights for the 
entire calendar year until 
the next.

Delving into its glori-
ous history, Mokokchung 
witnessed the first C5- first 
and one of  its kind in Na-
galand on 18th December, 
1989, at Imlong Place, the 
main Town square. With 
parents and well-wishers 
to cheer the children, the 
foundation of  C5 was ful-
filled and took a firm root 
there and then.

It was incepted in No-
vember, 1989 under the 
aegis of  Mokokchung 
Town Baptist Church. The 
brainchild behind this an-
nual event was Mr. I. Sashi 
Longkumer, who brought 
the concept of  hoarding 
children to learn Christ-
mas songs who otherwise 
were whiling away their 
holidays aimlessly, was 
warmly embraced by the 
Church youth leaders and 

Forgiveness is  
the final form of love. 

~ Reinhold Niebuhr

Southern Angami Public Organisation, Mao Council and Maram Khullen take part

PMEGP beneficiaries flay delay in disbursing loans

"nothing seems to be working 
out, just open a new box and try 

our luck again ni...by chance 
para hoilebi"

~ Arien

Starc has heel bruise, still 
doubtful for 4th Ashes Test |  P11

Organisations from state and Manipur 
sign undertaking on Dzükou dispute

No, we want Cabinet berth 
for community—Lotha Hoho

Nagaland CMO lodges FIR over fake resignation letter

Lotha orgs. call off stir

TPO on Mao-southern Angami taxi union issue

Three banks forced to 
shut down in Mokokchung

Children’s Christmas Cake Carol: The annual chorus attains 28
Mirror Takes
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Delhi court awards life 
term to ex-TV producer 

Suhaib Ilyasi | P8

the Church apex body.
Speaking with a former 

church leader, he said, at 
that juncture, Nagaland 
was caught up in a time of  
violence and Mokokchung 
was also reeling under the 
‘rule of  the gun’; it was a 
time when people stayed 
indoors with the setting of  
the sun. C5 was thus a ‘res-
cue mission’ by the Church 

youth leaders with peace 
and harmony as its under-
lying message.

From the financial as-
pect, C5 had a humble 
beginning with a meagre 
50 Rupees donated by the 
generous Mr&Mrs Manen. 
The Youth Department 
under Mr. Sashi as its con-
vener, decided to draw lots 
of  2 Rupees each to pro-

cure goodies for the little 
singers. While preparations 
were going on, a number of  
shops and bakeries as well 
as individuals loosened 
their purse-strings towards 
this event. 

One of  the most im-
portant consequences of  
C5 is that it has succeeded 
in spreading this tradition 
throughout Nagaland, es-

pecially in the Ao region. 
The rationale for C5’s 
popularity is this: it edi-
fies them to celebrate the 
season in the true spirit, 
fills the gap between the 
year-end examination and 
Christmas Day, and her-
alds the celebration of  the 
birth of  Jesus Christ. At 
the same time, it affords 
a platform to children for 

exhibiting their vocal talent 
and instills the beauty of  
co-operation.

From a humble acous-
tic guitar and some musi-
cal instruments to electric 
guitars and the Violin, C5 
has grown steadily both in 
size and in form. An event 
such as this also showcases 
the creativity of  the Youth 
Fellowship leaders in terms 
of  apparels, jiggling one’s 
body, blending different 
genres of  music et al. C5 is 
‘hi-tech’ in every sense of  
the word but it continues 
to retain all the doctrines as 
was envisaged 28 years ago.

This year C5 will cele-
brate it's 28th birthday and 
as a prelude to this and in 
continuation of  its tradition 
the 28th C5 will be held on 
21st December, 2017, un-
der the theme,” A thrill of  
hope”, at the main town 
square, or Imlong Place. 

Altogether nine elfin 
choral assemblies repre-
senting nine fellowships 
under MTBA are all geared 
up to battle it out for the ul-
timate honours.

Hoho noted that “some 
Lotha MLAs may have 
been appointed” as advis-
ers but the organisation “is 
not satisfied with adviser 
posts, but demands a cabi-
net berth.”

The group took on 
the reported statement of  
Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang’s that “ministry for-
mation was decided by the 
elected members and the 
party. Therefore when any 
one member was dropped 
or expelled from the party 
tribal hoho should not get 
involved.”

The Lotha Hoho re-
torted: “Why tribal hohos 
should not say anything!  
The MLAs represent the 
people and the tribal ho-
hos. Is not the government 
a people’s govt?” Here, the 
organisation declared that 
the government having 
been elected by the peo-
ple for the welfare of  the 
people, elected members 
‘should not become dicta-
tors but listen to the people.’

The organisation de-
clared that the demand was 
not for any particular MLA 
but a representative of  the 
Lotha tribe as a whole. “The 
vacancy due to dropping of  
someone must be filled by 
another Lotha MLA. The 
LH would strongly content 
that the CM cannot com-
pare an MLA with that of  
a church member.” Drop-
ping an elected member, 
the press release argued, 
‘amounts to exclusion of  
the people whom the MLA 
represents.’   

‘The chief  minister 
or party leaders are also 
MLAs and all MLAs are 
basically of  equal status 
as each represents a con-
stituency,’ the organisation 
stated. ‘Any Lotha MLA is 
equal, in status, to Mr. TR 
Zeliang and must be con-
sidered as such since all of  
them are MLAs—people’s 
representatives.’ It added: 
“The LH will not give up its 
demand for a cabinet berth 
for a Lotha MLA.”

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): The All Commercial Vehicle 
Association (AVCA) and other organisations in support 
has called off  the bandh in Wokha district on Wed. af-
ter NSCN (IM) cadres reportedly returned keys to taxis 
seized earlier which has set off  the agitation. 

A press release from a number of the agitating or-
ganisations informed about the development. The state-
ment was appended by Y Bankathung Lotha, president 
of the ACVA; James M. Tungoe, Wokha co-convenor of  
the Acaut; and C Renbi Ngullie, general secretary of the 
ACVA.

"Meanwhile the district based frontal organisation 
today in a meeting held at Lotha Hoho chairman’s res-
idence at 5 pm thank (sic) the NSCN (IM) official for 
returning the keys in good faith within the stipulated 
dateline of 48 hours as a gesture of goodwill and friend-
ship in the larger interest of the general public of Wokha 
district."  It also added that the 'Lotha frontal organiza-
tion' were calling off  the bandh and withdrawing the res-
olution made on Dec. 18. The statement appealed to the 
Naga ‘political groups’ to always keep on 'improving the 
good relationship towards a lasting peace and solution'.

Kohima, Dec. 20 (EMN): In view of a 
pending resolution to the impasse between 
different taxi unions plying between Ko-
hima and Senapati districts, the Tenyimi 
Peoples’ Organization (TPO) has asked the 
parties in concern to refrain from all activi-
ties that ‘hamper and disturb’ commuters 
particularly during the festive season.

TPO stated in a press release on 
Wednesday that the matter of differences 
between taxi unions plying between the 
two districts of Nagaland and Manipur 

and causing inconvenience to travellers 
had been brought to its notice. The or-
ganization has deliberated and endorsed 
the Naga Peoples’ Organisation (NPO) of  
Senapati and the Angami Public Organiza-
tion (APO) to take up the issue for a tangi-
ble solution.

However, noting that a solution to the 
matter was yet to be arrived at, TPO offi-
cials expressed concern at the harassment 
caused to travellers particularly students 
during the festive season.

Kohima, Dec. 20 (IANS): Naga-
land Chief Minister T.R. Zeliang's 
office on Wednesday filed an FIR 
over a fake letter with forged sig-
nature against unknown persons 
for spreading false information on 
social media that he has resigned.

The fake resignation letter with 
Zeliang's signature addressed to 

Nagaland's governor stated: "In 
pursuance to the resolutions adopt-
ed in the Assembly and owing to 
strong public demand to resign for 
paving to bring early settlement 
of the Naga political settlement, I 
hereby along with my whole team 
of cabinet ministers tender resigna-
tion with immediate effect." 

In the complaint, an official 
attached to the Chief Minister's 
Office stated: "A fake and forged 
letter of  Chief Minister (Zeliang) 
is floating on social media and in 
particular WhatsApp.

"The letter head of  the Chief  
Minister Nagaland has been 
forged as also a fake letter number 

has been given. Further the sig-
nature of  the Chief  Minister has 
been forged by apparently us-
ing an image to superimpose. A 
computer print out of  the What-
sApp message is enclosed," OSD 
to Chief  Minister Ruokuovizo 
Chupno stated in the FIR to Ko-
hima Police.



VVPAT demonstration drive underway in Dimapur 
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Chessore GBs anguished 
over poor road maintenance 

LSU to celebrate 
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Dimapur NPF welcomes Christmas 
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Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Sumi students’ conference underway at Medziphema 

Zhaleo Rio hoisting the flag of the Sumi Students’ Union of 
Medziphema town on Wed.

Subdivision officer (civil) Mhalo Humtsoe demonstrating the VVPAT at Dhansiripar on Dec. 19.

A host of officials and party workers of the NPF during the pre-Christmas celebrations at Hotel Emerald Inn on Tue.

Zhaleo Rio rues people’s 
loss of faith in their leaders 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Legislator Zhaleo Rio has 
reportedly lamented that the 
people electing their lead-
ers in faith had come to a 
naught. Nonetheless, he has 
apologized to the people and 
has sought patience with the 
uncertain political scenario 
which might be solved soon. 

The legislator was ad-
dressing a two-day general 
conference of  the Sumi Stu-
dents’ Union of  Medziphema 
town got underway on Wed. 
The member of  the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly was 
stated to be the event’s chief  
guest. 

The conference is being 
conducted with the theme 
“be an asset for tomorrow” 
at the Sumi Baptist Church 
at Medziphema.

Addressing the gather-
ing during the programme 
Rio is said to have expressed 
optimism at the combined 
gathering “as it has become 
vital that the young and old 
alike shoulder responsibilities 
together, even to the extent 
of  inter-changing roles in the 
society.”

Lamenting the current 
political turmoil in Naga-
land, he said that the people 
had with faith elected their 

representatives from different 
constituencies. But, he was 
stated to have said, ‘They 
failed to execute their duties 
in unity because of  the tem-
porary, impending fiasco.’ 

According to a press re-
lease from the students’ or-
ganization, Rio apologized 
to the people and requested 
everyone to ‘patiently bear’ 
with the uncertain political 
scenario which “will perhaps 
be over very soon.”

Speaking about educa-
tion, Rio was said to have 
emphasized on productivity 
and not convenience. It is a 
requisite in today’s world that 
one should become some-
thing productive and not 
otherwise, was quoted as 
having said.

“It is near impossible to 
secure good government jobs 
now and therefore, students 
must choose their own area 
of  interest in studies with 
proper guidance and wisdom 
in order to become self-sus-
tainable or financially inde-
pendent from one’s occupa-
tion in future,” he advised. 

The legislator noted that 
parents also should be more 
tolerant in allowing children 
to pick their choice of  stud-
ies.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): The deputy commissioner of  
Kohima district Rajesh Soundararajan has issued a circular 
informing that the National Database for Arms License 
(NDAL) for uploading details of arms license and issue of  
Unique Identification Number (UIN) to all the licensees had 
been extended till March 2018. 

All license holders who have not uploaded said details 
earlier are asked to produce their license and furnish the re-
quired particulars. They are to do so in the prescribed format 
to the office of the deputy commissioner of Kohima. They 
are to include a photocopy of the arms license, one ID proof  
and one recent passport-size photograph of the license holder 
(scanned photos not accepted) latest by March 18 2018. 

Forms can be collected from the office of  the deputy 
commissioner of Kohima; additional deputy commission-
ers of Tseminyu and Chiephobozou; subdivision officers of  
Jakhama and Sechü Zubza. 

However, the administration has informed that filled-
up forms along with other documents as mentioned above 
should be submitted only to the Kohima deputy commis-
sioner’s office. Arms license without the UIN will become 
invalid after March 31 2018. All license holders who have 
already uploaded and received the Unique Identification 
Number (UTN) need not upload again.

 Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): The Chessore Area GBs’ Fed-
eration has expressed “anguish” over what it said was a re-
cent road maintenance work in its area that was undertaken 
by the Roads & Bridges department. The GBs have termed 
it “completely unsatisfactory” and that “the road stands still 
in deplorable condition.” 

A statement from the GBs federation’s General Secretary 
Ramji R stated, “The citizens are conversant of the work 
and are in chaos what work has been uphold as no rational 
change has been witnessed, the lackadaisical and ignorant 
gesture from the department is intolerable as everyone is very 
much aware of the road condition within Chessore area and 
how it is affecting the normal life of its denizens.” 

In this regard, the federation has appealed to the higher 
authorities to look into the matter immediately lest it is “com-
pelled to take a drastic step.”

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): Additional General Manager 
Nagaland State Transport has informed public that the 
state helicopter service will not be available for regular 
schedule and for chattering on Dec. 24 and 31st, in view of  
Christmas and New Year and for technical maintenance.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
The Luyong Students’ Un-
ion (LSU) is organising a 
two-day Luyong Valley Fes-
tival 2017 on Dec. 21 and 
the 22nd, at Public Ground. 
SDO , Tuli, L Samuel Kon-
yak will grace the inaugural 
programme at 10 a.m. 

Convener of  organiz-
ing committee Supongy-
anger Tzudir, in a circular 
informed that competition 
such as beach volleyball, tug 
of  war, master chef, mara-
thon race, arm wrestling 
and solo competition with 
more than 150 participants 
are lined up to participate. 

This is the second edi-
tion of  the Luyong Valley 
Festival, the brain child of  
the LSU, and this festival 
is gaining much popular-
ity in the Tuli valley area, 
with participants from the 

Tuli town (Tuli ADC Hq, 
Mokokchung) and also 
from the neighboring vil-
lages participating in the 
different events, the release 
informed. 

Day-one of  the festi-
val will witness beach vol-
leyball where more than 
twenty teams will compete 
including tug-of-war, and 
master chef competition. 

The evening session, 
concert, which has been 
scheduled at 5:30 p.m., will 
present the Divine Connec-
tion band. Retd. principal 
district and session judge, 
Mayang Lima will be the 
chief guest. 

PS to parliamentary 
secretary CAWD & Taxes, 
Imchaba will be the match 
patron and former chief sec-
retary, Alemtemshi Jamir as 
chief guest for day-two.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): The additional chief secretary 
(finance) Temjen Toy has issued instructions for timely 
compliance of a number of requirements concerning revi-
sion-of-pay rules, procedures and salary increased.
1. The requirement of budget on account of the Nagaland 

Services (Revision of  Pay) Rules, 2017, to be incorpo-
rated in Revised Estimate, 2017-18, should be submitted 
to the Finance Department, Budget & Monitoring Cell 
on or before 17th January 2018.

2.  Heads of department and accounts officer are to take 
special note of the procedure specified in Para-13 of the 
Nagaland Services (Revision of Pay) Rules, 2017. They 
should ensure that no error is allowed to occur while fix-
ing pay in the revised pay structure. 

3. The increase in salary for the months of  January and 
February 2018 on account of  implementation of  the 
Revision of Pay rules should be drawn by credit to GPF, 
as already specified in the Rules, within March 2018; 
failing which Finance department shall not provide fund 
provision in the next year i.e. 2018-19. 

The principal director of  the directorate of  Treasuries & 
Accounts is requested to entrust some directorate officers to 
assist departments that are without an accounts officer. 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): Nagaland hosted an annual 
regional ‘review workshop’ on family planning for northeast-
ern states on Dec. 20 at Hotel Vivor in Kohima. 

Welcoming the representatives from the state of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, 
and Nagaland, mission director of National Health Mission, 
Nagaland, Dr. Limaakum called upon the representatives to 
take the opportunity and clarify problems and seek for solu-
tion from officials of GOI. 

The commissioner & secretary of  Health & Family 
Welfare R Ramakrishnan gave the keynote address. The 
official stressed on the need and importance of roping in 
all stakeholders especially the churches and creates enough 
awareness among the people through all possible platforms. 
He also requested the representatives clarify their doubts. 

Also, the deputy commissioner at the ministry of Fam-
ily Planning Dr. SK Sikdar mentioned “the government of  
India has a soft corner for the Northeastern state as a result of  
which Look East policy has been implemented.” He said that 
the main focus of the central government was on the mother 
and child which the officer said was a concern for all Indians. 
Dr. Sikdar also gave a presentation on the scenario of family 
planning programme of the states present for the meet. 

Quality aspects in family planning, FP logistic manage-
ment information system, expanded contraceptive basket, 
family planning opportunities in post pregnancy, monitoring 
and data reporting and HMIS were other topics discussed 
by the FP division, GOI during the meeting. Discussions 
and feedbacks were undertaken on the various agendas and 
issues. 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) of 1st Dimapur-I 
assembly constituency celebrated pre-
Christmas celebrations on Tue. at 
Hotel Emerald Inn in Dimapur. 

A former councilor of  the Di-
mapur Municipal Council Pukhavi 
Yepthomi hosted the celebration.

Conveying Christmas greetings 
during the occasion, Pukhavi Yep-

thomi spoke about the purpose of  
Christmas and prayed for blessings of  
the festive season to be upon the NPF 
party workers. 

Challenging the party workers of  
Dimapur-I in particular and of  Di-
mapur district as a whole to recommit 
to working in unity for the larger inter-
est of the party, Yepthomi challenged 
the party’s workers to be the flag 

bearers of the organization. He urged 
them to work together and uphold the 
party’s ideology to set an example for 
others to follow. 

A party official T Lotha spoke 
on behalf  of  the NPF’s central of-
fice. Presidents of  various wings and 
divisions besides representatives of  
constituencies also spoke during the 
occasion.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
To educate voters on the 
use of  various ballot de-
vices for the forthcoming 

assembly election in 2018, 
the district electoral officer 
of  Sushil Kumar Patel, 
and his team of  officials 

have started VVPAT dem-
onstrations in Dimapur 
district.

The demonstration 

CM to inaugurate hydro project
Chief Minister TR Zeliang will be inaugurating the 
2x75KW Nnoiroi stage-II hydro electric project on Dec. 
21 at 10 am at Punglwa village in Peren district. 

NHDPF informs pensioners 
The Nagaland Health Doctors Pensioners Forum has issued 
updates for all  pensioners / family pensioners (‘health 
doctors’) of the Health  and Family Welfare department 
who have not yet received their non-practicing allowance 
(a) post-ROP Rules 1999 (b) post-RO P Rules 2010 and 
arrear pay-(a) post-ROP Rules 1999 and (b) post-ROP 
Rules 2010. They have been asked to ‘represent to the 
principal accountant general (A&E) or seek assistance from 
the forum’s President Dr. S lmkong Tushi Ao and General 
Secretary Dr. Kepelhusie Terhuja in this regard.

JSU to conduct 51st conference  
The Jakhama Students’ Union will be conducting its 51st 
general conference and a ‘cultural day’ on Dec. 29 at 10 
am at the Campion School ground at Jakhama village. ‘PD’ 
of DRDA Kevipodi Sophie will attend the conference as its 
guest of honour, it was informed. The union has invited all 
the citizens of Jakhama to attend the conference.

Wokha: EVM checking postponed  
The District Election Officer of Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon has informed that the first-level checking of 
EVMs / VVPATs for Wokha district has been postponed 
to Dec. 22 and the 23rd. The venue and time remain the 
same.

ANCSU, NCSU offices to remain closed 
The All Nagaland College Students’ Union has informed 
that its office will remain closed from Dec. 21 to Jan 8th 
2018 for Christmas and New Year holidays. The ANCSU 
has wished students a merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year. A separate note from the Nagaland Contractors’ & 
Suppliers’ Union has also informed that its head office in 
Kohima will remain closed from Dec. 21 and till Jan. 15 
2018. The union has conveyed Christmas greetings and a 
blessed New Year to all its members.

Longleng CYA raffle draw rescheduled
The Catholic Youth Association of Longleng district has 
informed that a raffle draw that was to be conducted 
in aid of the association’s silver jubilee celebrations 
has been rescheduled to Jan. 28 2018 due to ‘technical 
problems.’ One may contact 8974716885 or 9862260796 
for any enquiry.

NBGM gets new team leader  
The Nagaland Beekeeping and Honey Mission (NBHM) 
has informed that one T Imtiwapang Aier has assumed 
charge as the team leader of the mission on Dec. 11. 
All official correspondence related to the NBHM may 
henceforth addressed/mailed to ‘T Imtiwapang Aier, 
deputy secretary and team leader, Nagaland Beekeeping 
and Honey Mission, at 6th Mile in Sovima, near the 
old Sugar Mill; Dimapur. The email for correspondence 
is wapangaier@yahoo.com. The phone number is 
9402103011, it was informed.

RSU elects new team  
The Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) in its 39th general 
conference held at Tesophenyu village from Dec. 18 to 20th 
elected new team for the tenure 2017-2019 to be headed 
by Kisheto Kent as president, Tenyebinlo Himb as vice 
president, Andrew Kent as general secretary, John Thono 
as assistant general secretary, Kedalo Semy as secretary 
finance, Ziya Kath as secretary education & statistics, 
Bwenye Kemp as secretary social & culture secretary, and 
Alfred Kath as secretary publicity & information.

NSVC appoints registrar
The Nagaland State Veterinary Council (NSVC) has 
appointed Dr. L Temsu Ao the registrar of Nagaland 
State Veterinary Council with immediate effect. All 
correspondence relating to the council may be forward 
to the official accordingly. This was informed by president 
of the NSVC, Dr. I P Khala. 

News iN BRief

WEatHEr ForECaSt iN otHEr DiStriCtS 

Max Min DP rH rF

WoKHa 18.8 9.6 9.1 60 NIL

ZBto 14.7 5.3 11 87 NIL

MoN 19.8 11.6 12.3 89 NIL

tUENSaNG 18 12 12.7 70 NIL

MKG 19 14.2 15 85 NIL

PHEK 17.8 7.8 8.2 95 NIL

KiPHirE - - - - NIL

TSEMINYU 18.8 11.6 10.4 70 NIL

MELUri - - - - NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZa 19 10 8.3 70 NIL

JaLUKiE 22 14 16.1 85 NIL

MaNGKoLEMBa 24.4 16 16 74 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

drive, which was started in 
Nov., shall continue till the 
completion of  the assembly 
elections. 

The administrative of-
ficers and sector officers 
of  Dimapur have been 
instructed to inform the 
people about the time, date 
and venue of  the VVPAT 
demonstration in advance 
for bigger participation of  
the masses. 

Further, it was informed 
that officials shall be clari-
fying ‘doubts’ of  voters, if  
any, during the event. 

According to a DIPR 
report, the calendar for the 
VVPAT demonstration for 
Dimapur district has been 
made and shall be com-
municated to the people by 
their respective administra-
tive officer. 

The administration has 
appealed to the masses to 
participate in the VVPAT 
demonstration drive and 
pledge to ethical voting.
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Resource persons along with members of Bharat Scouts and Guides during the workshop on ‘Surf Smart’ 
in Kohima on December 16.

LSU officials along with medical staff at the dedication programme in Wokha on December 20.

Special guest and SDO Civil, Wokha, T 
Lanusenla Longkumer, speaking at the 
culmination programme of the Wokha 
night carnival on December 20.

NDPP president Chingwang Konyak inaugurating the party office in 
Zunheboto on December 19.

Officials from the state government and SBI LHO, Guwahati, after singning the 
memorandum of understanding on December 20  in Kohima.

State

EM Images

EM Images

Night curfew in 
border areas

State govt. inks MoU with SBI

Eastern Mirror donates paper stand in Wokha

HVC clarifies on 
dubious projects

NDPP inaugurates office in Zunheboto

APO affirms Feb. 2016 resolutionsWokha night carnival concludes

NSBSG organises workshop on Surf Smart

NPCC condemns 
attacks on Christians

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): State 
government has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the State Bank of India (SBI) Local 
Head Office (LHO), Guwahati, on 
December 20 for centralised inte-
grated solutions.

Principal Director of Treasuries 
and Accounts, Tiayanger and the 
Deputy General Manager of Trans-
action Banking Unit (SBI), Local 
head office, Guwahati, Deshpande 
have signed the agreement represent-
ing Nagaland state and SBI respec-

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
has vehemently condemned 
the recent spate of  attacks 
on Christian community by 
extreme religious fanatics 
across the country, while 
it also questioned the deaf-
ening silence of  the state 
government to all the hap-
penings. 

“The arrest of  Christ-
mas Carol singing group in 
Madhya Pradesh by the po-
lice, burning down their ve-
hicles by extreme religious 
outfits on false allegation 
of religious conversion and 
banning Christmas celebra-
tions in Uttar Pradesh by 
a certain religious outfit is 
an outright assault on the 
secular fabric of the Indian 
Constitution,” NPCC me-
dia cell stated.

It has expressed surprise 

over the silence of the BJP 
government at the Centre 
to allow some religious fa-
natics to issue their diktats 
on the peaceful Christian 
community. It stated that 
ever since the BJP came to 
power in May 2014, vari-
ous religious outfits and 
fringe elements have been 
allowed to run riot with 
scant regards to the law of  
the land. 

“On close scrutiny, 
these extreme elements are 
the foot soldiers of  BJP 
during elections and it is 
no wonder that the govern-
ment chooses to look the 
other way round and allow 
the writ of the state to be hi-
jacked by these fanatics who 
are no better than Taliban or 
ISIS,” NPCC alleged.

It has also termed as un-
fortunate that the NPF-BJP 
government in the state has 

remained mute spectator to 
all these happenings. 

NPCC has expressed 
solidarity with the Christian 
community across the na-
tion, who are living under 
constant fear psychosis per-
petrated by the various reli-
gious outfits with the tacit 
blessings of the BJP govern-
ment. It has demanded the 
Central government to take 
immediate action to rein on 
those extreme religious out-
fits and assured protection 
to the lives and rights of its 
citizens across the nation.

NPCC further appealed 
to the people of  Nagaland 
to pray for their Christian 
brethren across the nation 
living under perpetual fear 
especially during the Christ-
mas season so that the mes-
sage of love and peace pre-
vails over the politics of  
hatred and divisions.

tively in the presence of the Principal 
Secretary & Finance Commissioner, 
Temjen Toy and other state govern-
ment officials including the DGM 
Transaction Banking Unit, SBI cor-
porate office, Mumbai.

Speaking on the occasion, Temjen 
Toy has appreciated the initiatives of  
officials from both the SBI of  Gu-
wahati and Mumbai. He has looked 
forward to their continued support in 
the days to come. He commented that 
Nagas have to catch up with digitisa-
tion for ease of service, good govern-
ance and for lessening the burden of  
the treasury work load and further 
called upon the finance department 
and the bank to give their best dedi-
cation and commitment towards the 
project.

Tiayanger stated that that the 
project is about cash management 
products and further encouraged to 
propagate e-payment and e-billing in 
the state.

SBI officials from both Guwahati 
and Mumbai Corporate have encour-
aged for the digitisation in the State. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Paogin Haokip, AGM, SBI, Regional 
Business Office, Dimapur.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Additional District Magistrate 
(ADM) Sivasagar, Assam, has 
reinforced night curfew from 6 
pm to 6 am in the 5 km belt in 
Assam side of Sivasagar district 
bordering Nagaland state with 
effect from November 28 for a 
period of 60 days.

ADM Sivasagar, in an or-
der, stated that the night cur-
few has been imposed as a 
precautionary measure to pre-
vent occurrence of anti-social 
elements/ extremist/ unlawful 
activities coming across the As-
sam/ Nagaland border in the 
belt of Sivasagar district.  ADM 
Sivasagar stated that movement 
of  any person/group of  per-
sons/ any vehicular movement 
would be prohibited during the 
period of night curfew.

However, it added that 
magistrate, security personnel 
of  army/ CRPF/ police and 
civil officials deployed on duty 
would be exempted from the 
purview of  the prohibitory 
order.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Eastern Mirror on Decem-
ber 20 donated a paper 
stand along with some cop-
ies of  the newspaper to Dr. 
Motsuo Memorial District 
Hospital, Wokha, on ac-
count of  advent Christmas 
celebration.

The event was graced 
by deputy medical super-

intendent HT Sangtam 
along with doctors, senior 
nurses and staff. Yanrhon-
thung Odyuo LSU vice 
president, and Rhanbemo 
Patton, LSU magazine 
secretary, also attended the 
programme.

Dr. Robin Lotha, medi-
cal superintendent, Wokha, 
and medical staff  conveyed 
best wishes to the establish-

ment and encouraged to 
work for the welfare and 
social uplift. He remarked 
that people in the district 
visiting the hospital would 
be benefitted through the 
facilities.

LSU officials have also 
asked to avail the facil-
ity and to take care of  the 
facility as their personal 
property.

Pastor of  AG Church, Wokha, 
has invoked God’s blessing, 
while the vote of  thanks was 
pronounced by Er. Yanpvuo 
Ezung, chairman of  Tsumang 
‘A’ colony. 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Bharat 
Scouts and Guides (NSB-
SG) has organised a one-day 
workshop on ‘Surf Smart,’ a 
state level training of train-
ers, at its Headquarters at 
Bayavü Hill, Kohima, on 
December 16.

Chubanungla, state sec-
retary of BSG, was the chief  
guest and Vimezhonu Tetso, 
SOC (G), chaired the formal 
programme. John Tochi-
mong, SOC (S), and Kholie 
Dolf, former SOC (S), were 
also present during the pro-
gramme.

The workshop was con-
ducted by Kekhrieselhou 
Theünuo, Surf  Smart state 
trainer. Resource persons 
from National Institute 
of  Electronic Learning 
& Information Technol-

sadly is missing under the 
present government. Kon-
yak also assured that the 
party would fight against 
corruption, centralisation 
of  power and restore rule 
of  law in the state.

Working president, 
Alemtemshi Jamir has 
exhorted Nagas to have 
determination and spirit 
to change saying NDPP 
would provide a platform 
for all round development 
and progress in the state. 
Alemtemshi Jamir also 
stated that rich are be-
coming richer and poor 
the poorer and feeling of  
equity was sadly missing in 
the present government.

Former minister and 
party vice president, Dr. 
Chumben Murry has as-
sured that NDPP would 
provide strong leadership 
and good governance. Dr. 
Chumben has urged the 
people to support and give 
NDPP a chance to lead the 
Naga people for new and 
brighter Nagaland.

KT Sukhalu has also 
urged the people to be a 
part of  the change for bet-
terment saying that NDPP 
is practically local with a 
global vision. 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Heningkunglwa Village Coun-
cil (HVC) has strongly refuted 
the statement issued by the 
Commissioner and Secre-
tary wherein it claimed that 
an amount of  INR 70 lakhs 
was sanctioned for plantation 
project and another amount 
of INR 100 lakhs for fresh cut-
ting of road in the village.

The council chairman 
Kangzang Iheilung and the 
secretary Heiding claimed 
the amount of  INR 70 lakhs 
in plantation project for six 
persons including Abuna 
were unknown adding the 
project was never seen in the 
village/

The counci l  went to 
claimed that an amount of  
INR 100 lakhs spent for fresh 
cutting of  road by KKN Con-
struction in Heningkunglwa 
was not in the knowledge of  
the village council.

Taking exception to the 
false statement, the council 
stated that it would not re-
main mere spectators in such 
dubious project and irrelevant 
beneficiaries which has dam-
aged the good image of  the 
village by some vested inter-
est persons.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): Having 
observed that some non-indigenous 
inhabitants of  Nagaland have been 
acquiring landed property through 
sale in Dimapur and Kohima districts, 
the Angami Public Organisation 
(APO) has reaffirmed its February 9, 
2016, resolutions prohibiting acquir-
ing or possessing any land by way of  
transfer, exchange, lease agreement or 
settlement by “The Nagaland Land 
Revenue Regulation (Amendment 
Act) 1978.

APO stated that transfer of land to 
any person other than the indigenous 
inhabitant of  Nagaland is detrimen-
tal to the interest of  the indigenous 
inhabitant of Nagaland and a blatant 
violation of the aforesaid Amendment 
Act of 1978. APO, in its meeting held 
on February 9, 2016, discussed the 
matter threadbare and keeping the 
larger interest of  the future genera-
tions of the indigenous inhabitant of  
Nagaland resolved to strictly stand by 
provisions of  “The Nagaland Land 
Revenue (Amendment Act), 1978.” It 
resolved not to recognise any past or 
future transfer of land by way of sale or 
otherwise which were executed or may 
be executed in violation of the Amend-
ment Act 1978 and such transactions 
would be treated as null and void.

APO also appealed to the revenue 

authorities to look into all such transfer 
of land executed in the past and regis-
tered with the various authorities and 
take corrective measures by declaring 
all transactions which were done in 
violation of the aforesaid Amendment 
Act of 1978 as null and void.

APO further appealed to all the 
revenue authorities/ sub-registrars not 
to register any document evidencing 
transaction for acquisition or posses-
sion of any land by way of transfer, ex-
change, lease, agreement or settlement 
as envisaged in “The Nagaland Land 
Revenue Regulation (Amendment 
Act) 1978 Section 2(3).”

For any public utility such as edu-
cational institution or medical, APO 
resolved that the concerned individu-
al/individuals or party/parties intend-
ing to set up such institutions should 
take prior permission/sanction from 
the State government and obtain “No 
Objection Certificate” or from APO if  
it proposes to set up such institutions 
within its jurisdiction.

APO further appealed to all the 
tribal hobos of Nagaland to adopt the 
stand taken by the APO in the larger 
interest of the future generations.

The copy of  the resolution was 
appended by APO general secretary 
Pfükhrielie Peseyie and the vice presi-
dent Keviselie Lhousa.

ogy (NIELIT) namely A 
Morimenba Amer, deputy 
director and scientist, and 
Zedikuolie Kire, assistant 
engineer made presenta-
tions on cyber crimes and its 

related issues. 
Ch. Birendra Kumar, 

ROC (S) of  Bharat Scouts 
& Guides, NE Region, at-
tended the workshop as a 
resource person as well as 

observer of the workshop. A 
total of 31 participants con-
sisting of unit leaders, senior 
scouts and guides, rover and 
rangers along with 4 staff at-
tended the workshop.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 20 (EMN): A 15-
day Wokha night carnival came 
to close on December 20, which 
witnessed more than thousands 
revellers on the final day. The 
night carnival was organised by 
Tsumang ‘A’ Colony Union and 
Tsumang ‘A’ Youth organisation 
which began on December 5.

T Lanusenla Longkumer, 
SDO Civil, Wokha, graced the 
closing function as the special 
guest. Addressing the closing 
ceremony, she instilled upon the 
citizens of  the district to con-
tinue supporting and promote 
entrepreneurs and local talents.

Extravaganza night from 
December 17 to 20 added col-
ours to the programme. A spe-
cial numbers were presented by 
Khonzani Murry, Lucy Yanthan 
and Renthungo Odyuo. Dance, 
songs and beat boxing were pre-
sented by young talents.

Khyodemo Ovung, con-
vener of  the night carnival, has 
highlighted on the significance 
the event which was aimed at 
promoting moral, physical, 
spiritually and economy aspects 
of  life.

H Nzamo Ngullie, associate 

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  2 0 
(EMN): President of  Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) 
Chingwang Konyak has 
officially inaugurated its 
divisional office in Zun-
heboto on December 19 
followed by a consultative 
meeting at Town Hall, 
Zunheboto. 

Recalling the circum-
stances leading to the 
formation of  the party, 
Chingwang Konyak said 

the situation in Nagaland 
is becoming worst due 
to poor governance for 
which a change is needed 
to bring about reforms and 
development in the state.

While lamenting that 
the present NPF govern-
ment has failed to work 
upto the expectation of  
the electorates, Konyak 
exhorted that transpar-
ency and accountability 
is inevitable in providing 
good governance which 
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Agartala, Dec. 20 (PTI): The 
Tripura High Court today ordered 
the state government to submit the 
chargesheet and other documents 
relevant to the investigation into 
the killing of  television journalist 
Santanu Bhowmik.

Bhowmik was hacked to death 
on September 20 at Mandai in West 
Tripura district, 28 km from the state 
capital. He had gone there to cover 
a demonstration of the Indigenous 
People’s Front of  Tripura (IPFT), 
a political party representing the 
tribals.

The father of the slain journalist, 
Sadhan Bhowmik, had filed a 

petition in the high court, seeking a 
CBI probe into his son’s killing.

Public Prosecutor Subrata 
Sarkar said the court had ordered 
for the submission of  chargesheet 
and other relevant documents on or 
before January 24.

The Tripura government had 
formed a special investigation team 
(SIT), headed by an inspector general 
of the state police, to look into the 
incident. The SIT had submitted the 
chargesheet before the chief judicial 
magistrate’s court on December 12.

The petitioner’s lawyer, Samrat 
Kar Bhowmik, said the submission 
of the chargesheet would not be an 

impediment for the court to order 
re-opening of  the case by another 
investigation agency, if it was prima 
facie found that the SIT probe was 
tainted.

“A tainted investigation can 
only lead to a tainted judgment,” 
he submitted before a bench of  
Chief Justice T Vaiphei and Justice 
Subhashish Talapatra.

The court had earlier issued 
notice to the state government, 
Government of  India and the 
Central Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI), asking for their opinions 
on a CBI probe into the killing of  
Bhowmik, who was a reporter of a 

local TV channel, “Din Raat”.
Assistant Solicitor General of  

India Himangshu Deb pleaded 
for more time for the Centre to 
submit its reply in the case. The CBI 
counsel sought two weeks’ time 
from the court to study the relevant 
documents and affidavits.

The IPFT had accused the ruling 
CPI(M) in the state of  hatching 
a conspiracy to implicate it in the 
journalist’s killing and tarnish its 
image ahead of the state Assembly 
polls, due early next year. 

It had also claimed that the Left 
party was nervous after over 5,000 
tribals deserted it to join the IPFT.

Itanagar, Dec. 20 (PTI): 
A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h 
Governor Brig (Retd) Dr B D 
Mishra held a meeting with 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman in Delhi today 
and briefed her on the border 
security environment in the 
north eastern state.

An official communique 
here said Mishra apprised the 
defence minister about the 
high morale of  the soldiers 
deployed in the Indo-China 
borders of  the state and the 
coordinating interaction 
which he had with the GOC 3 
Corps and the GOC 4 Corps, 
the Formation Commanders.

Sitharaman appreciated 
the Army’s good work and 
welfare activities for the civil 
population in border areas, 
the communique said.

During the meeting, 
it was resolved that more 
welfare schemes will be 
introduced for the civilians 

by the Indian Army in the 
coming months.

At the initiative of  the 
governor it was decided that 
eight villages which have 
been identified by the Army 
in the forward most segment 
of  the international border, 
will be developed into self  
sustaining units with proper 
living amenities for the 
residents.

To Mishra’s suggestion 
for early start of work for the 
Sainik Schools in the state 
the meeting decided that their 
foundation stones would be 
laid as early as possible and 
construction work would 
commence latest by February 
2018.

T h e  g ove r n o r  a l s o 
met Chief  of  Army Staff, 
General Bipin Rawat at the 
Army headquarters and 
requested him to conduct 
pre-recruitment programmes 
in every Arunachal district 

to motivate and encourage 
maximum number of  able 
youths to join the Indian 
Army, the communique said.

“This  wil l  not  only 
provide ample employment 
avenues to the youth of  
Arunachal Pradesh but also 
give them an opportunity to 
serve the country,” he said.

Rawat assured that Army 
teams will go to every district 
to help the prospective army 
recruitment candidates in 
documentation, physical 
fitness and train them to 
compete in the recruitment, 
scheduled to be in February 
2018.

H e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e 
Director General Army 
Recr ui tment,  who was 
called in the meeting, to 
render all help to the youth 
in Arunachal Pradesh so 
that they can be selected for 
the Army, the communique 
added.Shillong, Dec. 20 (IANS): A full bench 

of the Election Commission led by Chief  
Election Commissioner Achal Kumar Joti 
will arrive here on Friday on a two-day visit 
to take stock of the preparedness for the 2018 
Meghalaya Assembly elections, an official 
said on Wednesday.

Joti will be accompanied by Election 
Commissioners Om Prakash Rawat and 
Sunil Arora. The five-year term of  the 
60-member Meghalaya Assembly will 
expire on March 6. The ninth Meghalaya 
Assembly was constituted on March 1, 2013 
and fresh elections are scheduled to be held 
in February.

Chief  Electoral Officer Frederick 
Roy Kharkongor said the Election 
Commission officials will review the poll 
preparedness with Deputy Commissioners 
and Superintendents of  Police along with 
Divisional Commissioners.

The Commission will also hold a 
separate meeting with Central Armed Police 

Forces and Income Tax officials.
They would also held meetings with 

Chief  Secretary Y. Tsering, Principal 
Secretary Home M.S. Rao and Director 
General of Police Swaraj Bir Singh

The Election Commission officials will 
also meet leaders of political parties.

Last week, a five-member team of the 
Election Commission headed by Deputy 
Election Commissioner Chandra Bhushan 
Kumar took stock of the state preparedness 
for the assembly elections.

The team expressed satisfaction and said 
preparatory arrangements for Assembly 
election was on track.

The Congress has been ruling the state 
for a second consecutive term. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
launched the election campaign for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on December 
16, sought people’s support to oust the 
Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 
government headed by Mukul Sangma.

Our Correspondent
Imphal,  Dec.  20 (EMN ) : 
A division bench of  the High 
Court of  Manipur has awarded 
INR 7 lakh as compensation 
to a petitioner in a case of  fake 
encounter that took place five 
years ago.

The bench comprising Acting 
Chief  Justice N Kotiswar Singh 
and Justice Kh Nobin Singh 
passed an order in this regard on 
Tue. Dec. 20.

T h e  p e t i t i o n e r  w a s 
Thangjam Ongbi Apabi Devi 
whose son Thangjam Thoithoi 
al ias Anilkumar Singh of  
Thangmeiband Sinam Leikai of  
Imphal west district in Manipur 
was killed by a combined team 
of  Manipur Police Commando 
and the 18th Sikh Regiment on 
Jan. 14, 2012, according to legal 
sources.

On Feb. 18, 2015, the petitioner 
filed a writ petition before the 

High Court. Consequently, the 
high court instituted an enquiry 
through the District Judge, Imphal 
West to ascertain the facts and 
circumstances leading to the death 
of Thoithoi. 

The district judge of Imphal 
West conducted an extensive 
enquiry and submitted his 
report by ascertaining that the 
petitioner’s son was killed in a cold 
blooded manner / fake encounter 
by the personnel of  Manipur 

Police Commando of  Imphal 
west and personnel of  the 18th 
Sikh Regiment on Jan. 14 2012 
at around 7.30 -7.45 pm at a road 
of  Chandranadi leading toward 
Narankonjil, says Human Rights 
Law Network Manipur in a press 
release on Tue.

The matter was finally heard 
on Tue. and the high court has 
directed both the state of Manipur 
and the Union of India to pay INR 
seven lakh as compensation to the 

petitioner within five months in 
as much as the same is a clear-cut 
case of  violation of the Human 
Rights guaranteed under Article 
21 of the Constitution of India.

A dvo c a t e  M e i h o u b a m 
Rakesh appeared on behalf  of  
the petitioner while S Samarjeet, 
central government’s standing 
counsel, appeared on behalf  of  
the Union of India; RS Reisang, 
senior government advocate for 
the state of Manipur.

Imphal, Dec. 20 (PTI): Manipur Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh has announced his 
government’s plans to develop Behiang town 
in Churachandpur district as the second trade 
corridor to the South-East Asian countries as 
part of  the Centre’s Act East policy. The 
government will establish a trade centre at 
Behiang, for which road connectivity in the 
area, particularly the 62-km Churachandpur-
Behiang stretch that passes through Singhat, 
has to be improved, Biren said at a function 
organised at Churachandpur to pay tributes 
to the Zou community freedom fighters.

Behiang, located approximately 4 
km from the India-Myanmar border, will 

serve as the second gateway to South-East 
Asian countries after the Indo-Myanmar 
commercial border town of  Moreh in 
Tengnoupal district.

The CM also promised to visit Behiang 
periodically along with his cabinet ministers 
to review the road development work 
and said Manipur cannot be termed as a 
‘developed state’ unless all far-flung areas 
have proper infrastructure.

Inaugurating the Zou Gal Memorial 
Cemetery and the staff quarters of a Primary 
Health Centre (PHC), Biren said the medical 
facility will soon be upgraded to Community 
Health Centre.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 20 (EMN): The 
convenor of the Autonomous 
State Demand Committee’s 
( A S D C )  y o u t h  f r o n t 
Premson Bey has issued a 
press statement on Dec. 20, 
Wed. Responding to a protest 
which was held at the Ramlila 
Maidan in Delhi on Dec. 19 
on the issue of  autonomous 
state. 

‘We are not questioning the 
demand which is in the heart 
of every hill people from Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao. 
The question of autonomous 
state has been for decades an 
emotive issue and every citizen 
in the Hills has patient enough 
waiting upon the ruling parties 
in Diphu, Dispur and Delhi 
to deliver their promises,’ the 
press release stated.

The front mentioned 
that during the recently-held 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) election, the 
BJP had ‘clearly promised in 
its election manifesto to grant 
an autonomous state if elected 
to power.’

‘Now since BJP is firmly 
in power in the KAAC, what 
is the need of a demonstration 
/ protest in Delhi? Does this 
mean that even after winning 
the election in KAAC, the 
BJP needs to put up a show 
in Delhi? The BJP needs to 
clarify why did it fail to have a 

formal meeting with any of the 
ministers in Delhi? What was 
the reason of not even a single 
minister agreeing to meet the 
‘protestors’ after seven hours 
of Dharna?’ the ASDC youth 
front stated in the release.

The youth front also 
questioned the BJP: ‘What is 
the party’s position of the BJP 
on the autonomous state issue? 
What is the party endorsement, 
resolutions in the national level 
supporting the creation of an 
autonomous state? Making 
public promises without 
party’s national executive does 
not mean anything.’

The youth alleged that 
the Congress party, which 
had been in power for many 
decades, ‘did nothing in the 
interest of  the autonomous 
state despite the protest being 
held in Diphu, Dispur and 
Delhi simultaneously. 

Further, the youth front 
warned both MP Birensing 
Ingti and the KAAC’s CEM 
Tuliram Ronghang to ‘stop 
playing with the sentiment 
of  Karbi Anglong.’ The 
youth front has called upon 
the people not to be ‘misled 
by the conspiracies of  the 
BJP and Congress as they 
do not have the courage to 
endorse a resolution in their 
respective party supporting an 
autonomous state,’ according 
to the press note.

Itanagar, Dec. 20 (PTI): The 
stage is set for tomorrow’s 
bypoll to two Arunachal 
Pradesh assembly seats and 
poll parties and election 
materials have already 
reached the polling stations.

Polls would be held 
be tween  7  am and  4 
pm tomorrow in Pakke-
Kessang constituency in 
East Kameng district and 
Likabali seat in Lower Siang.

Joint Chief  Electoral 
Officer D J Bhattacharjee 
said that EVMs and Voter-
Verified Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) system, which 
would be used for the first 
time in the state, have 
already been installed in the 
polling booths.

He  sa id  e l abora te 
security arrangements have 
been made and state police, 
ITBP and four companies of  
central paramilitary forces 
have been deployed.

The critical polling 
booths would be covered by 
CRPF and IRB personnel, 
he said.

Altogether 150 polling 
p e r s o n n e l  h ave  b e e n 
deployed for Pakke-Kessang, 
while 220 polling personnel 
would conduct the polling 
in Likabali, the joint CEO 
informed.

T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission has appointed 
general and expenditure 
observers to oversee the 
entire polling process.

Counting halls have 
been set up in both the 
districts for counting of votes 
which would take place on 
December 24.

A total 7,455 voters 
including 3943 females 

wou ld  exe rc i s e  the i r 
franchise in 29 polling 
stations in Pakke-Kessang, 
while 10608 electorates 
including 5331 female voters 
would cast their votes in 39 
polling stations in Likabali 
constituency.

The Pakke-Kessang seat 
is all set for a straight contest 
between former deputy 
chief  minister Kameng 
Dolo, who is contesting on 
a Congress ticket and BJP 
nominee B R Waghe, while 
the Likabali constituency 
would see a multi-cornered 
contest with four candidates 
in the fray. They are Kardo 
Nyigyor (BJP), Modam 
Dini (Congress), Gumke 
Riba of  Peoples Party of  
Arunachal and Independent 
candidate Sengo Taipodia.

The Likabali seat had 
fallen vacant after the state 
health and family welfare 
minister Jomde Kena passed 
away on September 4 this 
year. The Pakke-Kessang 
fell vacant after the Gauhati 
High Court declared null and 
void the election of Dolo in 
the 2014 polls following an 
election petition filed against 
him by BJP nominee and 
former minister Atum Welly.

Welly had alleged that 
a fraudulent move threw 
him out of  the election 
as the EC had accepted a 
forged letter of  withdrawal 
of  his candidature that 
led to election of  his lone 
opponent.

Dolo had won the 
seat unopposed and Welly 
had said in his petition 
that withdrawal of  his 
candidature was illegal as 
his signature was forged.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 20 (EMN): The 
winter session of the 11th Manipur 
Legislative Assembly began on Wed. 
Dec. 20 at the assembly hall with 
obituary reference to four former 
members of  Manipur assembly 
including former Chief  Minister 
Rishang Keishing.

The house of  60 members also 
observed two minutes of  silence in 
honour of the departed members of  
the assembly.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh said 
that the demise of veteran politician 
Rishang Keishing, who was popularly 
known as Oja Rishang in the state’s 
political circle, was a great loss not 
only for the Tangkhul in Phungyar 
constituency but for the state as 
a whole. The leader of  the house 
recalled Rishang Keishing’s work for 
‘equal development, unity among 
people in valley and hills and peaceful 
coexistence’ among the people of the 
state.

Born on October 25, 1920 in 

Bungpa village in Manipur’s Ukhrul 
district, Rishang won the seat seven 
times and became the state’s chief  
minister from 1980 to 1988 and from 
1994 to 1997. He was elected in the 
first Manipur assembly in 1972 and 
continued to represent Phungyar 
till 7th assembly in 2000. Rishang 
Keishing, a member of the first Lok 
Sabha, passed away on Aug. 22 this 
year when he was 96. 

Biren also condoled with the 
demise of former Minister Th Krishna 
of Thoubal constituency in Thoubal 
district, former MLAs Kh Jugeshwor 
of Lamshang constituency and Salam 
Damudor of Sagolband constituency 
both from Imphal West district.

Also, in his obituary remarks, 
opposition leader O Ibobi Singh 
recalled the achievements and 
legendary contribution of  Rishang 
Keishing during crucial periods in 
the state.

Former chief minister also lauded 
Rishang’s activities including setting 
up of Manipur University, inclusion 

of  Manipur language in the 8th 
schedule, etc during his tenure as 
chief minister.

D e p u t y  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Y Joykumar who holds finance 
portfolio, Agriculture minister V 
Hangkhalian, Forest Minister Th 
Shyamkumar, MLAs TN Haokip, 
Md Abdul Nasir, S Rajen, Paonam 
Brojen and K Leishiyo a lso 
participated in the obituary reference 
in the house. 

Secretary M Ramani Devi of the 
assembly also intimated the house the 
governor’s assent to six bills including 
Manipur Private school (Registration 
and Regulation) Bill,2017 Assented 
on Aug. 31, 2017, the Dhanamajuri 
University Bill, 2017 Assented on 
Oct. 25, 2017 and Manipur Coaching 
Institute(Control and Regulation) 
Bill, 2017.

The house was later adjourned 
for the day. The winter session 
of  Manipur assembly which was 
scheduled to continue till Dec. 23 will 
be concluded on Dec. 22 Fri.

Mirror Crossword 1686sud0ku 1526
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1685

ACROSS
1. South American grassland
6. Pierce with a knife
10. Capstan or windlass locking bar
14. Same in quality or quantity
15. Ripped
16. Egg-shaped
17. Long pointed teeth
18. Consumes
19. Texas city El ____
20. Satisfied
22. Copious
24. Quick intent look
25. Lightly browned
26. ______ skelter
29. Capital of Azerbaijan
30. Region
31. More desirable
37. Silly or senseless
39. Small mischievous being
40. Pertaining to the largest continent
41. Shows or reveals again
44. Apt or inclined
45. Leader of 18th century tax 

revolt
46. A strait between New Guinea and 

Australia
48. Angrily
52. Protagonist
53. Luxurious
54. Of women
58. Baking appliance
59. A persevering person
61. Artist’s stand
62. Entice
63. Absorb written words
64. Soothes
65. Collections
66. The product of human creativity
67. Upright inscribed slab 

DOWN
1. Animal companions
2. Latin for “Water”

3. Required
4. Pertaining to a certain Asian 

country
5. Region of France
6. Wall of brick, stone or cement
7. Froglike amphibian
8. Singer/actor ___ Garfunkle
9. Suggested
10. Leaders of the Roman 

Catholic church
11. “_____ garde”
12. Superfluous 13. “Sea 

Hunt” actor _____ Bridges
21. Waterproof canvas covering

23. Talk show host Dr. _____
25. Colloquially, a Welshman
26. “Human fur”
27. Sea eagle
28. Bluish-grey soft metallic 

element
29. Secure by a rope
32. Pass on
33. Space voyagers
34. Frame on which a coffin rests
35. Alley
36. Extreme limits
38. County in England 42. 

Region of Macedonia 

(Myth.)
43. Stalk of a plant
47. Projecting bay windows
48. Images of deities
49. Entertainment of sketches 

and songs
50. Heightened awareness
51. Melodies
52. Groups of cattle
54. Accomplishment
55. Island
56. Actress/singer ____ Carter
57. Consequence
60. Over (poetic contraction)

solutions to suD0ku 1524

scribe’s killing: HC orders govt. 
to submit charge sheet 

Arunachal gov. meets Def. minister

EC chief to review M’laya poll preparedness

Manipur to develop second 
trade corridor to SE Asia 

AsdC youth front 
questions leaders

Stage set for 
Arunachal by-poll

11th Manipur Legislative Assembly begins

Kin of fake encounter death receives INR 7 lac as compensation 



D-4923

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Dec 17.

NOTICE
NO.REV-1/90-D/ Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Watienla resident of Dimapur who has applied for issue 
of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta No.287, Dag 
No.417 measuring an area 01B-00K-03 Ls located at Block 
No/Village Ekaranipathar, Mouza No.3. Which has been 
mortgage in the SBI Bank.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 26.12.2017.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland D-4920

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Dec’17

NOTICE
No: Rev-1/90-D/13280-81 / Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti H. Moba Konyak resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No.1339, Dag No.292/1434 measuring an area of 00-0-16 
located at Block No/Village.05, Mouza No.02 which has 
been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 8.1.18.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland D-4921 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Dec’17

NOTICE
No: Rev-1/90-D/  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Yanithung Patton resident of Dimapur who has applied for 
issue of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta No.1537 
Dag No.197/1818 measuring an area of 00B-01K-16Ls 
located at Block No/village.3, Mouza No……… which has 
been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 26.12.17.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

Near Airport, Diphupar- A, 4th Mile
TEACHER VACANCY

2 Science Teachers (B.Ed, B.Sc., M.Sc.)
1 Boys Warden for hostellers (Theology 

Graduates)
Salary as applicable

Call and submit CV at the School O�ce 
Contact- 09436013062, 09811783872, 

08860003060

EASTERN ACADEMY

D-4917

Regd.No: 9018/17 Date: 20/12/17
(Correction of Name)

I, KEKRALHOULIE THEÜNUO alias AKRAO ANGAMI S/o, D/o W/o, Shri/
Late ZAKIEVI, Permanent resident of Zhadima village district Kohima, 
Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:

Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent above mentioned named on this 
day.........................Kohima, Nagaland.

Magistrate/ Notary Public

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That my correct name is KEKRALHOULIE THEÜNUO however, in 

some of my important documents including Service Records my 
name has been recorded as AKRAO ANGAMI which is my pet name 
hence, the stated name represents the same person i.e. myself.

3. That henceforth I herewith rectified the same and declares that my 
name will be KEKRALHOULIE THEÜNUO for all official references.

4. That the above statements made are true to the best of my knowledge 
and no material facts has been concealed herein and I signed this 
affidavit before the competent authority on 20th Dec. 2017 at Kohima, 
Nagaland.

AFFIDAVIT

DEPONENT

K-1505

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DIRECTORATE OF YOUTH RESOURCES AND SPORTS 

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
DYRS/SPORTS-C/1/2016/ 920 Dated Kohima the 20 Dec 2017

PRESS RELEASE
Selection Test for admission into Sports Academy, Dimapur in 

the discipline of Athletic Girls and Sepaktakraw Girls from 12th to 
14th Years, will be held on 10th January 2018 from 10am onwards in 
the Government Higher Secondary School Ground, Dimapur and 
Football Boys under 14th and 17th Years will be held from 17th   to 19th 
January 2018 from 10 am onwards at the State Stadium, Dimapur.

The prescribed application forms can be obtained from the 
Directorate of Youth Resources & Sports Kohima during o�ce 
hours. The application along with attested copy of Birth certi�cate 
for proof of age, entry fee of Rs. l00/- (Rupees one hundred ) only 
and 2 (two copies of latest passport size photo should reach the 
undersigned on or before 10th  January 2018 for Athletic Girls and 
Sepaktakraw Girls, on or before 17th  January 2018 for Football 
Boys discipline respectively.

Contact no.s:-

1. Shri. Khriehutuo Tsira (State Athletic Coach) - 9856585309
2. Shri. Holshe Krhieo (Junior Sepaktakraw Coach)  - 9436004795
3. Shri. Ruopfu Meyase (Junior Football Coach)  - 8787329463
4. Shri. Mughato Aye (Football Coach)   - 9436619586

SD/-
IMTIRENLA JAMIR 

DIRECTOR
KG-2242

D-4918

SHRI KELEI ZELIANG, IAS

NAME CHANGE 
I, LONGSHITHUNG 

(OLD NAME) SHOULD 
BE KNOWN AS 

LONGSHITHUNG MOZHUI 
(NEW NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT 

NO.876/17, DT. 20.12.17.
D-4919

NAME CHANGE
I, Aneiu Kekhrienguzo 
Kerhuo S/o Dolie Kerhuo 
declare that myself 
and Father’s actual and 
correct name is Aneiu 
Kekhrienguzo Kerhuo 
S/o Dolie kerhuo instead 
of Kekhrienguzo Angami 
S/o Dolie Angami  vide 
a�davit No. 3744/2017, 
Dated: 15/12/2017

Notary Public D-4922

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA-797004
No. DTE/MHRD/CSAB-NEUT/1/2014-15  Dated 19th Dec, 2017

JEE (MAIN) 2018 Noti�cation
Start of Online Registration 1st December, 2017

Last Date of Registration 1st January, 2018

Last Date of Fee Payment 2nd January, 2018

Examination Date 8th April, 2018 (Sunday)

In pursuance of Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India, Noti�cation, the 6th Joint Entrance 
Examination (MAIN) -2018 will be conducted on 08/04/2018 (Sunday) by the JEE Apex Board for admission to 
Undergraduate Engineering Programmes in NITs, IIITs and other Centrally Funded Technical Institutions etc.

The detailed information bulletin containing details of examination, syllabus, eligibility criteria to appear, 
examination fee, cities of examination, State code of eligibility, age relaxation, eligibility for admission, reservation 
policies and important dates are made available on JEE (Main) website www.jeemain.nic.in.

The aspiring candidates are requested to download the information bulletin from above mentioned website 
only and read the same carefully before applying. The eligibility criteria for JEE (Main) & JEE (Advanced) are 
di�erent. The candidates are advised to see the JEE (Advanced) website www.jeeadv.ac.in for information related 
to JEE (Advanced). The process of Aadhaar authentication before submission of online form will be noti�ed in a 
separate public notice.

The aspiring candidates have to apply online only through JEE (Main) website www.jeemain.nic.in. The 
online application process will start from 01st December, 2017 onwards. The last date for application is 01st January, 
2018 and fee can be paid upto 02nd January 2018.

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
Director
Issued by DIPRKG-2241

DG-707
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MLA Neiba Kronu and his wife along with the village functionaries after the inauguration of a playground in Pfutseromi village on December 19.

Personnel from Engineers Unit of Spear Corps engaging in construction of alternate bridge over Chathe 
river at Fourth Mile, Dimapur.

Choir presenting song during 75th gospel anniversary celebration of Khulazu Bawü Baptist Church in Phek district.

Army constructs bridge over Chathe river

Power department 
responds to CTAN

Seyie Gas Service responds to NVCO

KBBC celebrates 75th gospel anniversary 

Core committee appreciates govt.

Legislator inaugurates 
playground in Pfutseromi

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): MLA of  
16 Pfutsero Assembly Constituency, 
Neiba Kronu, has inaugurated the 
newly constructed standard play-
ground of  Pfutsromi village on De-
cember 19 in the presence of  huge 
gathering consisting of  the govern-
ment officials, VCC, GBs, public 
leaders and villagers from the sub-
division.

Addressing the gathering, the 
chief  guest stated that the newly in-
augurated playground would be an 
asset to the younger generations of  
the village and neighbouring areas. 
The MLA congratulated the villag-
ers for the facility and exhorted them 
to utilise the same for benefit of  the 

people. 
With the vast improvement in 

sporting infrastructure during the 
last few years, he stated that the area 
now has the potential to organise 
national and international sport ac-
tivities. He added that these facilities 
would also help the youth to chan-
nelise their energy into positive ac-
tivities.

In the event of  holding general 
elections in the state, the MLA ap-
pealed the public to practice clean 
election as per the calls made by 
NBCC. He urged the public to con-
sider election as a friendly match 
and elect such candidate who could 
bring all round development. 

He also highlighted on various 
developmental schemes in the area 
and those in the pipeline. In con-
clusion, the MLA and his wife con-
veyed best wishes for Christmas and 
New Year.

The programme was chaired 
by Neilhwetso Mero, VCC Pfut-
seromi, while the invocation was 
said by Chikha Kapfo, VDBM, 
and financial report was present by 
Zhiepfulo Mero, Secretary VDB. 
Special number was also present by 
Wechete-ü Kapfo, while the vote of  
thanks was delivered by Lhiwepelo 
Ritse, secretary village council, and 
benediction was said by Mese Medo, 
VCM.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
In a symbolic gesture ex-
pressing genuine concern 
towards plight of  the peo-
ple of  Nagaland, Engi-
neers Unit of  Spear Corps 
has commenced construc-
tion of  an alternate bridge 
across river Chathe at 
Fourth Mile, Dimapur.

Security force press 
statement stated that the 
bridge would be completed 
on priority and opened for 
public use by Christmas 
this year and kept it op-
erational till repair of  the 
main bridge that collapsed 
during the monsoons is 
undertaken by the civil ad-
ministration. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the existing 
bridge over Chathe river 
at Fourth Mile, Dimapur, 
collapsed during the mon-
soons this year on July 11 
which subsequently dis-
rupted normal life of  lo-
cals living in Niuland area. 

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): Responding to 
the demand of the Combined Technical Asso-
ciation of Nagaland (CTAN), Department of  
Power has clarified regarding requisition of the 
posts of SDO (Elect) and JE (Elect) under its 
establishment.

In a clarification, Er. G Chishi, Engineer-
in-Chief of Power Department, stated that 
there are 53 sanctioned posts of SDO (Elect) in 
the department, out of which a ratio of 60:40 
is maintained as per the NESR 2012, which 
means 32 direct recruits and 21 promotees add-
ing that at present there are 30 direct recruits 
and 21 promotes. He stated that the remaining 
two vacancies have been requisitioned to the 
NPSC for direct recruitment.

He also stated that out of the 139 sanc-
tioned posts of JE (Elect) of the department, a 
ratio of 90:10 is being maintained where 90% 
of the posts are filled by direct recruit and 10% 
of the posts are filled by promotion from the 
serving employees who have completed at least 
7 years in the immediate lower grade and pos-
sessing a minimum qualification of diploma in 
engineering strictly on the basis of merit-cum-
seniority. 

Stating that at present there are 131 serving 
JE (Elect), he stated that out of the eight vacan-
cies arising, seven have been requisitioned to 
NPSC for recruitment and 1 has been reserved 
for promotion.

If there is any doubt with the maintenance 
of ratio as per NESR 2012, he has urged all 
concerned to come and clarify from the office.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
The 75th gospel anniversary 
celebration cum new church 
building dedication of  Khula-
zu Bawü Baptist Church under 
Phek district was held on De-
cember 16 and 17.

Speakers of  the celebra-

tion were Rev. Dr. Kethozel-
hou Keyho, general secretary 
of  Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC), Rev. Dr. 
Vezopa Tetseo, executive sec-
retary of  Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council (CBCC), and 
Rev. Dr. Sülüveyi Rhakho, 

director of  Harvest Ministry, 
Dimapur.

Rokovilie Zashümo, pastor 
of  Phesama Baptist Church, 
shared greetings while Pu-
lohü Rhakho administered 
the of  75th gospel anniversary 
pledge.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Core Committee of  the 
apex tribal hohos/bodies 
of  Nagaland has appreci-
ated the government for 
heeding to the wish of  the 
people by revoking the 
resolution for conduct of  
elections to the Urban Lo-
cal Bodies (ULBs) in the 
recently held winter ses-
sion of  the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly.

It hoped that the en-
deavour of  the State gov-
ernment’s latest resolution 
would restore the trust 
deficit in the Naga society 
and instil astuteness to cre-

The collapse of  the bridge 
had caused immense in-
convenience and hardships 
for the population of  over 
100 villages who regularly 
used the bridge for their 
daily commute.  The daily 
life of  students and local 

traders were also drasti-
cally disturbed as a result 
of  damage to the bridge. 

It was under such cir-
cumstances that the civil 
administration, several 
local communities and 
civil society organisations 

including the Naga Ex-
servicemen Association 
(NESA) headed by Col S 
Rengma approached Lt 
Gen Anil Chauhan, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding 
Spear Corps for assist-
ance.

stated that consumers were 
happy and satisfied for tak-
ing extra ordinary action.

In a clarification Seyie 
Gas Service stated that on 
the fateful December 18, 
many of its consumers 
turned up to collect their 
LPG refills, prior to ma-
turity of their bookings as 
they wished to collect refills 
in advance and proceed to 
their respective villages for 
Christmas and New Year 
celebration. It added that 

the agency had to cancel 
colony deliveries after ob-
serving the exceptionally 
long queue consisting of  
302 customers. 

Considering the long 
queue, the agency stated 
that it decided to go extra 
mile in their support and 
issued LPG refills to all 
its customers irrespective 
of  “booking maturity or 
without.” It stated that no 
one was denied, consider-
ing the festive season and 

they were happy and satis-
fied for such extra ordinary 
action.

Taking into considera-
tion of the above stated cir-
cumstances, the agency reit-
erated that the question of  
dishonouring the consum-
ers’ rights, LPG shortage or 
black-marketing does not 
arise. It rather reaffirmed its 
to deliver the right goods at 
right price with full quantity 
at the right time to the right 
person

ate a congenial atmosphere for 
an optimistic treatise at all levels 
of  authority and provide excel-
lent governance in the interest 
of  the people.

This was stated in a joint 

statement issued by the presi-
dent of  Angami Public Organi-
sation (APO) Dr. Vilhusa Seleyi 
and the president of  Chakhe-
sang Public Organisation (CPO) 
Kekhwengulo Lea.

Dimapur, Dec. 20 (EMN): 
Seyie Gas Service has de-
nied dishonouring the con-
sumers’ rights as alleged by 
the Nagaland Volunteers 
Consumer Organisation 
(NVCO) which was pub-
lished in some sections of  
the local dailies. Stating 
that no one was denied of  
any opportunity, the agency 
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Carnivals galore

G
one are the days when the people of  Naga-
land were always in a state of  fear when the 
various powers that be employed the poli-
tics of  fear to control them as a result of  

the armed conflict. Over the last few years the people in 
the state is witnessing a semblance of  peace with neg-
ligible skirmishes with the security forces and factional 
fights. As a result, during the evening hours, what were  
once deserted streets only with some  armed patrols, it 
is now teeming with various forms of  business activi-
ties. It also seems like the after-work shopping culture 
is also here to stay in the state. It increases during the 
festive season especially from the first week of  Decem-
ber. The success story of  the Hornbill Festival and its 
spin-off  the Kohima Night Carnival has reverberated 
even to the other districts.  In Dimapur district, during 
whole month of  December there is some or the other 
fete or fare being held in and around the twin town-
ships of  Dimapur and Chumoukedima. 

These fares and fetes that the locals prefer to call 
‘night carnival’ is slowly becoming a launch pad for 
the enterprising youths where they can promote and 
sell their wares and food. It is a testing ground for the 
entrepreneurs to  test the market response during these 
events. Moreover, It is also the time when young stu-
dents can earn some extra money during the winter 
break and get firsthand knowledge of  trading. With the 
increase in such activities the culture of  donation drives 
without any labour is seeing a decrease. On the contra-
ry, organisations including religions organisations are 
also conducting such events as a means to raise funds. 
Although some bring in the subject ethics and morality 
attached to these events, almost all take part in it. 

The only worry to this trend is that a point of  satura-
tion will come sooner than expected as the state con-
tinues to have very limited population. It might just 
be a bubble that exists for a short time for the locals 
as opposed to the more successful not Naga entre-
preneurs.  The locals are also still getting used to the 
inflow of  people from across the neighbouring states, 
even though temporarily.  Therefore, however big the 
bubble it might be, by encouraging to buy more at least 
ensures a sense of  happiness to the many vendors  dur-
ing the festive season and a training ground for many. 
Until such a time the state can have lawmakers who 
understand such basics of  economics, this trend looks 
poised to continue for a few more years. 

Once in our world, a stable had something in it 
that was bigger than our whole world. C. S. Lewis 

(from The Last Battle)

At the end of the Old Testament, God seems to be in hiding. For 
four centuries, the Jews wait and wonder. God seems passive, 
unconcerned, and deaf to their prayers. Only one hope remains: 

the ancient promise of a Messiah. On that promise the Jews stake 
everything. And then something momentous happens. The birth of a 
baby is announced.

You can catch the excitement just by reading the reactions of peo-
ple in Luke. Events surrounding Jesus’s birth resemble a joy-filled 
musical. Characters crowd into the scene: a white-haired great uncle 
(Luke 1:5–25), an astonished virgin (1:26–38), the old prophetess 
Anna (2:36). Mary herself lets loose with a beautiful hymn (1:46–55). 
Even Jesus’s unborn cousin kicks for joy inside his mother’s womb 
(1:41).

Luke takes care to make direct connections to Old Testament 
promises of a Messiah. The angel Gabriel even calls John the Bap-
tist an “Elijah” sent to prepare the way for the Lord (1:17). Clearly, 
something is brewing on planet Earth. Among the dreary, defeated 
villagers in a remote corner of the Roman Empire, something good 
is breaking out.

You have come to us, and we rejoice! Jesus, You are the gift of 
redemption and hope for us. Thank You.

BIBLE READ:   LUKE 1:11–17  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power 
of Elijah . . . to make ready a people  

prepared for the Lord. 
    ~  Luke 1:17

DAILY
PATH

B r e a k i n g  t h e  S i l e n c e

Ambrose .J. Chakre

How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How 
vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, they 
would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, 
I am still with you. Psalm 139:17,18

For as the scripture says there is a time for every-
thing, it is in God’s time we live and it is in his power 
we trust. Even as every activity under the sun are God 
ordained,  so it is also with love and devotion. In the 
scripture we see the likes of  Samuel was trained in 
priesthood and David in war. This also gives us an un-
derstating of  what war and devotion is and we also 
see the glorious ministries of  both of  them. Samuel 
was chosen first to be a priest, while David was chosen 
from among his brothers to be a king. Even in this we 
find the doctrine of  election reigned supreme, though 
we may not be able to fathom the depths of  it. The 
word says that Eli was first chosen to be the priest of  
Israel, but God’s favor was with Samuel, while Saul 
was first enthroned as king of  Israel but the anointing 
was on David. Now let us study the scripture and see 
why Eli and his sons were rejected to be in the priestly 
service of  God and how God exalted Samuel to a high 
place of  honor. 

The account of  it states “ Now Eli who was very 
old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all 
Israel and how they slept with the women who served 
at the entrance to the Tent of  meeting. So he said to 
them, “ Why do you do such things? I hear from all 
the people about these wicked deeds of  yours. No , 
my sons; it is not a good report that I hear spreading 
among the Lord’s people. If  a man sins against an-
other man, God may meditate for him; but if  a man 
sins against the Lord, who will intercede for him?” His 
sons, however, did not listen to their father’s rebuke , 
for it was the Lord’s will to put them to death. And the 
boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor 
with the Lord and men. Now a man of  God came to 
Eli and said to him, “ This is what the Lord says: Did 
I not clearly reveal myself  to your father’s house when 
they were in Egypt under Pharaoh? I chose your father 
out of  all the tribes of  Israel to be my priest, to go up 
to my altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod in 
my presence. I also gave your father’s house all the of-
ferings made with fire by the Israelites. Why do your 
scorn my sacrifice and offering that I prescribed for my 
dwelling? Why do you honor your sons more than me 
by fattening yourselves on the choice parts of  every of-
fering made by my people Israel? ‘ Therefore the Lord, 
the God of  Israel declares: Far be it from me! Those 
who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me 
will be distained. The time is coming when I will cut 
short your strength and the strength of  your father’s 
house, so that there will not be an old man in your 
family line and you will see distress in my dwelling. 
Although good will be done to Israel, in your family 
line there will not be an old man. Everyone of  you that 
I do not cut off  from my altar will be spared only to 
blind your eyes with tears and to grieve your heart, and 
all your descendants will die in the prime of  life. And 
what happens to your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, 
will be a sign to you- they will both die on the same 
day. I will raise up for myself  a faithful priest, who will 
do according to what is in my heart and mind. I will 
firmly establish his house, and he will minister before 
my anointed one always. Then everyone left in your 
family line will come and bow before him for a piece 
of  silver and a crust of  bread and plead, “ Appoint 
me to  some priestly office so that I can have food to 
eat.” “ ( 1st Samuel 2:22-36 ) The nature of  it speaks 
of  elevation and rejection and the way Samuel was 
exalted above Eli is a sign of  God’s favor. The follow-
ing chapters and verses contains the fulfillment of  the 
prophecies and the lessons of  it teaches of  how God 
works among his people. I trust even when Samuel 
was called, he knew nothing about what God’s will 
was but as he lived on God accomplished great things 
through him. Even as he was called, he began his min-
istry winning great battles, as he anointed Saul to be 
king of  Israel who was latter to be disposed off  in favor 
of  David. In this we also find how God favored David 
more than Saul and the depths of  it are a mystery. It 
was not just between Saul and David but it was also 
between David and his brothers. I trust even before 
David was anointed, he chose to live a blameless and 
pure life.

This is also a depiction of  how God exalts the 
righteous and humbles the proud. There is no mention 
of  Saul committing adultery but so many ways of  his 

life spoke against him. And though David committed 
adultery we find that his heart was committed to a pure 
a righteous cause. The way the Israelite women exalt-
ed David over Saul by singing “ Saul has slain his thou-
sands and David his tens of  thousands” also speaks of  
the light upon David. ( 1st Samuel 18:6,7 ) Seeing that 
God’s favor was with David, Saul’s jealousy of  David 
was further aroused and to make matters worst for 
him, his own son was with David and his own daugh-
ter was also married to David. In the scripture we find 
that David did not exalt himself  over Saul but trusted 
God in everything. Though David also loved Michal , 
his devotion to God always came first and the follow-
ing scriptures gives us a clear picture of  how his faith 
was further strengthened when God raised him up to 
the position he was destined for. Thus to this the ac-
count states “ As the ark of  the Lord was entering the 
city of  David, Michal daughter of  Saul watched from 
a window. And when she saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the Lord, she despised him in her heart. 
They brought the ark of  the Lord and set it in its place 
inside the tent David had pitched for it, and David sac-
rificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before 
the Lord. After he has finished sacrificing the burnt of-
ferings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of  the Lord Almighty. Then he gave a loaf  
of  bread, a cake of  dates and a cake of  raisins to each 
person in the whole crowd of  Israelites, both men and 
women. And all the people went to their homes. When 
David returned to bless his household, Michal daugh-
ter of  Saul came out to meet him and said, ‘ How the 
king of  Israel has distinguished himself  today, disrob-
ing in the sight of  the slave girls of  his servant as any 
vulgar fellow would!”David said to Michal, “ It was 
before the Lord, who chosed me rather than your fa-
ther or anyone from his household when he appointed 
me ruler over the Lord’s people Israel- I will celebrate 
before the Lord. I will become even more undignified 
than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But 
by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in high 
honor.” And Michal daughter of  Saul had no children 
to the day of  her death. ( 2nd Samuel 6:16-23 ) The 
way he lived were all like his psalms and even his ways 
spoke of  God’s power within him. Though his life’s 
history showed he was often on the edge, his acts of  
devotion always spoke a language of  faith courage and 
love. His heart was always set in fulfilling all tasks as-
signed and the way he governed and ruled also spoke 
of  his passion. This man was not only a king but a 
prophet, a preacher and he was also the man through 
whose generation Christ would be born. The way he 
lived are historical and even in his death, his legacy 
stood firm. The passion he had for God always drove 
him to give his best and though some of  his acts were 
stained, his devotions were not.  

And though the worship and offerings of  Abraham 
and Daniel were also great, none of  them was named 
as a man after God’s own heart. This man loved God 
and he also loved what he wrote. The desire of  this 
saint was to build a house for God and when the 
confirmation of  his prayer came that he would not 
be but his son would, he also began to rejoice at the 
revelation. Let us now read the scripture and see how 
he prayed in the aftermath of  the confirmation of  his 
desire.  This was how he prayed “ Then king David 
went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: “ Who 
am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family that 
you have brought me this far? And as if  these were not 
enough in your sight, O Sovereign  Lord, you have also 
spoken about the future of  the house of  your servant. 
Is this your usual way of  dealing with man, O Sover-
eign Lord? What more can David say to you? For you 
know your servant O Sovereign Lord. For the sake of  
your word and according to your will, you have done 
this great thing and made it known to your servant. 
“ How great you are O Sovereign Lord! There is no 
one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have 
heard with our own ears. And who is like your people 
Israel- the one nation on earth God went out to redeem 
as a people for himself  and to perform great and awe-
some wonders by driving out nations and their gods 
from before your people, whom you redeemed from 
Egypt? You have established your people Israel as your 
very own forever, and you, O Lord, have become their 
God. And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise 
you have made concerning your servant and his house. 
Do as you promised so that your name will be great 
forever. Then men will say, ‘ The Lord Almighty is 
God over Israel! And the house of  your servant David 
will be established before you. “ O Lord Almighty, 
God of  Israel, you have revealed this to your servant 

,saying, ‘ I will build a house for you.’ So your servant 
has found courage to offer you this prayer. O Sovereign 
Lord , you are God! Your words are trustworthy and 
you have promised these good things to your servant. 
Now be pleased to bless the house of  your servant, 
that it may continue forever in your sight; for you , O 
Sovereign Lord, have spoken and with your blessing 
the house of  your servant will be blessed forever. ( 2nd 
Samuel 7:18-29 )  The way this prayer was started was 
that it began in humility and as it continued more of  
God’s grace was witnessed in it. Such beautiful prayers 
can only be uttered by the pure in heart and David was 
one among them. The scripture makes us see that 
David in his moments of  error erred, in his moments 
of  adultery sinned but the way he exalted in his mo-
ments of  prayer is a mystery. This saint knew God and 
he knew what would happen in the future. For him 
relationship with God came first, then his people and 
his family and God in his will destined him for great-
ness. ( 2nd Samuel 7:9 ) Such was the will of  God for 
him and if  our desires are truly for God, our acts will 
be closer to heaven. as he rose, he also fell but it was 
God’s favor which lifted him up. God answered all of  
his prayers and delivered him from all of  his foes. Such 
is God’s promise and exalted will be the ones who lives 
in his will. 

The life of  this king was not void of  troubles, on 
the contrary, it was full of  it but it was prayer which 
made him crossed it and it can only be by prayer alone 
that we can pursue and live in the will of  God. The 
Prophets and the Apostles through whom the scrip-
ture came into being were all men of  prayer but none 
of  the Prophets lived in the time of  Christ and as 
we now live in the last days our lives must be full of  
love and prayers. The promises of  the scriptures are 
so great and even the angels are witnesses to it. And 
though some may preach so much of  hell and bring 
more condemnation but our prayers are to preach 
more about heaven and take others closer to it. It has 
to be remembered that the gospel is not a gospel of  
darkness but of  light and it is also important that the 
beauty of  the light within us glows. Though human 
body and church buildings can bed destroyed. What 
God builds can never be destroyed. So if  you seek the 
sermons which heals, delivers and empowers, go to the 
churches which preaches them and do not forget that 
the church came into being because of  the word. Even 
a in a portion it is written “ The man who loves God 
is known by God” and in another part it says “ The 
Lord knows those who are his” and if  this reminds 
you of  faith again I want you to think of  love again.  
Thus in relation to this, the book of  Romans states “ 
Who shall separate us from the love of  Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecutions or famine or na-
kedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “ For your 
sake we face death all  day long; we are considered as 
sheep to be slaughtered. “ No, in all of  these we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. for 
I a convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height, nor depth , nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the loved 
of  God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”( Romans 
8:35-39 ) This clearly speaks of  the eternal security we 
have in Christ Jesus and everyone must know what this 
means. The vision of  Stephen , the first Christian mar-
tyr were awesome, so was Paul’s confidence of  seeing 
his God. This also gives us an understanding that it is 
only by faith we can see God and it will only be by the 
power of  the Holy Spirit that we will see God. It has to 
be always remembered that God will never condemn 
his children, though he may afflict, rebuke and even 
punish, the ones who are his will always be his. And 
if  these truths means light to you, we trust you to live 
in the way you should. So in conclusion of  this article, 
what I write is that if  the devotions we give to God 
are rich in love, holiness, righteous and purity , even if  
we have to go to sleep for a while someday, when we 
awake we shall see the King in his beauty. The truth is 
our salvation.

N:B : The teachings in this tract speaks of  a king’s 
devotion, a priest’s faithfulness and it also speaks of  
God’s goodness. Since most of  the last days sermons 
are condemnation based, we do not endorse it, nor 
will we do so. Though we preach that the ungodly 
and the sinner will surely be condemned it is our be-
lief  that those who lives under God’s wings will never 
be condemned. The truth must be acknowledged and 
the war must be fought with confidence, not in self-
condemnation but in God’s power. The ways of  God 
are our desires.

As part of  the observance of  
week-long National Con-
sumer Day, the Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ 

Organisation(NVCO) asked the state 
government to maintain reasonable 
prices on goods and services in the 
state as the price-rise is always on the 
rise and affects the consumers espe-
cially the common people. The collec-
tion of  cash at the check-gates and on 
highways upon the carriers/truckers is 
the root-cause of  price-rise in the mar-
ket and all these illegal collections of  
cash by Nagaland Police at the check-
gates and several groups/organisations 
are finally realised by the helpless con-
sumers. The NVCO appealed to hon-
our the rights of  the consumers as we 
celebrate the National Consumer Day 
on 24th December 2017. Despite of  
the state government standing order 
in banning of  collection of  cash at the 

check-gates/highways and the Gau-
hati High Court disallowed the asso-
ciations/ organisations/federations/
unions in the collection of  cash on any 
highway in any manner, the NVCO led 
by its President Kezhokhoto Savi went 
to visit several check-gates maintained 
by Nagaland Police in and around Ko-
hima  on 20th Dec 2017 and alleged 
that several organisations/groups/fed-
eration including Nagaland Police still 
collect cash/illegal collection at High-
ways/check-gates in the state. The 
collection of  cash at the check-gates/
highways on the movement of  goods 
across state should be stopped under 
the Goods and Services Tax(GST) re-
gime. Several states in the country and 
North-East states including Meghalaya 
Government had denotified all taxa-
tion check gates to allow movement of  
goods across country under the GST 
regime.

The order dated 22nd June 2009 
issued by the Chief  Secretary to the 
Government of  Nagaland states that 
the State Government have decided 
that henceforth no collection of  taxes 
shall be made by any organisation or 
individual including government de-
partments such as Police, Excise, For-
est and Taxes Departments etc. No col-
lection of  cash will be allowed in the 
check-gates or in any part of  the high-
way henceforth. The Hon’ble Gauhati 
High Court vide Judgement & Order 
dated 03.06.2014 have disallowed sev-
eral unions/associations/ federation 
to collect cash on highways which in-
cludes the Petroleum and Land Trans-
port Workers Federation of  India, 
Dimapur Land Transport Workers 
Union, Dimapur District Auto-Risk-
shaw Drivers’ Union, Dimapur Motor 
Workers Trade Union, Dimapur Auto 
Riskshaw Owners’ Union, Dimapur 

Truck Drivers’ Union, Dimapur Truck 
Owners’ Associations and the Motor 
Workers Association, Dimapur and 
their area of  operation was within Di-
mapur mostly on national/state high-
ways such as New Field Check Gate, 
Golaghat Road, Burma Camp, Dillai 
Gate, Old Khatkati Road. However, 
the Petroleum and Land Transport 
Workers Federation of  India still col-
lects cash on trucks at a counter situ-
ated at Jakhama village above Loyola 
Higher Secondary School. The NVCO 
asked all the District Administration to 
effectively implement the government 
orders and High Court order so as to 
completely remove the illegal activity 
at check-gates and on highways by Na-
galand Police, local Public Organisa-
tion, associations, unions, federation, 
government departments and several 
groups throughout the state.

Press and Media Cell, NVCO

Are your students unable to concentrate and re-
tain their lessons at school? Take heart. Just 15 
minutes of  break with a run or walk activity at 
their own pace, may help improve their memory 

and attention span, finds a study.
The findings showed that the children who participat-

ed in the run or walk activity reported feeling more awake 
after taking the break, responded quicker to the attention 
task, were better at controlling their responses and were 
also more able to remember words in sentences.

“Ultimately, we found that 15 minutes of  self-paced 
exercise can significantly improve a child’s mood, atten-
tion and memory, enhancing their ability to learn,” Naomi 
Brooks, from the University of  Stirling, said in a statement. 

“This suggests that children should be encouraged to 
exercise at their own pace during short breaks from class. 
This may help children be more ready to learn when they 
return to the classroom,” added Josie Booth from the Uni-

versity of  Edinburgh.
For the study, the team included a total of  11,613 

children in the UK -- including 1,536 from Scotland -- to 
discover the impact of  taking a short break from the class-
room to complete a physical activity on their mood and 
cognitive abilities.

The children underwent, an intense running activity, 
a run or walk activity of  intermediate intensity, a control 
activity, which was least intense.

“Overall, our study concluded that exercising leads to 
improvements in children’s mood and cognition,” said Co-
lin Moran from the Stirling University. 

“In most tasks, participating in a run/walk activity 
was more beneficial that doing the run test, where children 
should be closer to exhaustion,” Moran said.

However, they should not be discouraged from doing 
more vigorous exercise, the researchers noted. 

Source: IANS

Devotion of love

NVCO on Illegal Collection of Cash at the Check-Gates

Here’s How to Boost Your Child’s Memory, Attention
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): It would be best 
to do some deep meditation today. Connection 
with your inner space is incredibly valuable. 
Realize that great transformation comes when 

you release control. Let things flow smoothly and don’t 
worry so much about organizing and planning all of  your 
actions. Keep things simple and easy. An overall under-
standing of  the situation will come naturally.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Capitalize 
on the boisterous energy present today. This 
is a wonderful time to express yourself  in a 
powerful manner. You may go to extremes 

on this level, so be careful how you wield your power. 
The key is not to get too attached to your ideas and any 
results that you want. Things will happen as they need 
to happen.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Activity 
around you is picking up and you should 
add your energy to the group. Don’t feel like 
you need to get expensive accoutrements to 

be part of  the crowd. What you need to connect you 
with the group is nothing you can buy in a store. It 
comes from your heart. Engage in intellectual discus-
sions. They will be rewarding.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t get 
too emotionally attached to your work 
today. You’ll have greater success when 
you distance yourself  from what it is 

you’re trying to achieve. A more neutral perspec-
tive on the issue will make you much more effec-
tive at getting things done. You have power and 
you should use it. The key is to make sure that it 
doesn’t rule you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Finding out the 
truth in a situation is key for you. Today you 
may want to take things to a higher level and 
loftier vantage point. This can’t happen until 

all the facts are straight. Remember the promises you 
make and stick to them with confidence. Your powerful 
emotions are charged with fiery energy. Don’t burn oth-
ers with it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Imagine yourself  
as part of  a magnificent choir today. Your role 
is to sing beautifully but be aware of  the other 
voices, too. Make sure your song isn’t drowning 

out anyone else. Stay integrated into the events of  today. 
Don’t try to be overbearing, but make sure that your voice 
is heard.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): What you 
can’t find in one place, you’ll be able to 
find in another. Don’t give up until you 
find what you’re looking for. The key to-

day is to take the power of  your fiery emotions and 
put it to good use. A cynical attitude will only com-
plicate matters and make it more difficult to work 
with other people.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Keep things 
light and uplifting today. If  you’re open to new 
ways of  doing things, revolutionary thoughts 
may come to you. It would behoove you to an-

ticipate the future and nip any potential problems in the 
bud. The same conventional method that has been work-
ing for years may not be the best solution for the job. Seek 
other methods.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Don’t 
get overwhelmed by the intense energy of  the 
day. Instead of  cowering from it, use it as fuel to 
keep your internal power strong. Your inner be-

ing has a tremendous amount of  appeal that can lead the 
masses. Don’t get bogged down by indecision. Remember 
that whatever path you choose is the right one. You can 
do no wrong!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your 
emotions are going to be intense. There’s a 
great deal of  strength in your words. Let the 
fire burn red hot. The energy is contagious. 

Once the fire gets burning, it will continue raging for a 
long time. This is one of  those days in which you can 
make important changes to your game plan. Don’t be 
afraid of  dramatic transformation.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Things may 
be happening all around you today. You could 
feel like a spectator watching a foreign theater 
production. Don’t sit this one out in the au-

dience. In fact, your energy is needed on center stage. 
Balance out the crazy drama with a bit of  your solid, 
powerful rationality.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you’ve 
reached an emotional climax. This feeling 
may be extra powerful. Great transforma-
tions are possible under this current trend. 

Seek freedom from your normal routine and feel free 
to push the boundaries of  your limitations. Seek deep-
er meaning instead of  following the crowd and the 
current trends. This isn’t a time to be cheap or petty. 
Be real!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Gulrez Shah Azhar | The Conversation

Asit K. Biswas and Kris Hartley | thewire.in

Azeem Ibrahim | thewire.in

Wildfires tearing across Southern California 
have forced thousands of  residents to evac-
uate from their homes. Even more people 
fled ahead of  the hurricanes that slammed 

into Texas and Florida earlier this year, jamming high-
ways and filling hotels. A viral social media post showed a 
flight-radar picture of  people trying to escape Florida and 
posed a provocative question: What if  the adjoining states 
were countries and didn’t grant escaping migrants refuge?

By the middle of  this century, experts estimate that 
climate change is likely to displace between 150 and 300 
million people. If  this group formed a country, it would be 
the fourth-largest in the world, with a population nearly as 
large as that of  the United States.

Yet neither individual countries nor the global com-
munity are completely prepared to support a whole new 
class of  “climate migrants.” As a physician and public 
health researcher in India, I learned the value of  surveil-
lance and early warning systems for managing infectious 
disease outbreaks. Based on my current research on health 
impacts of  heat waves in developing countries, I believe 
much needs to be done at the national, regional and global 
level to deal with climate migrants.
Millions displaced yearly
Climate migration is already happening. Every year deser-
tification in Mexico’s drylands forces 700,000 people to 
relocate. Cyclones have displaced thousands from Tuvalu 
in the South Pacific and Puerto Rico in the Caribbean. Ex-
perts agree that a prolonged drought may have catalyzed 
Syria’s civil war and resulting migration.

Between 2008 and 2015, an average of  26.4 million 
people per year were displaced by climate- or weather-re-
lated disasters, according to the United Nations. And the 
science of  climate change indicates that these trends are 

likely to get worse. With each one-degree increase in tem-
perature, the air’s moisture-carrying capacity increases by 
7 percent, fueling increasingly severe storms. Sea levels 
may rise by as much as three feet by the year 2100, sub-
merging coastal areas and inhabited islands.

The Pacific islands are extremely vulnerable, as are 
more than 410 U.S. cities and others around the globe, in-
cluding Amsterdam, Hamburg, Lisbon and Mumbai. Ris-
ing temperatures could make parts of  west Asia inhospi-
table to human life. On the same day that Hurricane Irma 
roared over Florida in September, heavy rains on the other 
side of  the world submerged one-third of  Bangladesh and 
eastern parts of  India, killing thousands.

Climate change will affect most everyone on the plan-
et to some degree, but poor people in developing nations 
will be affected most severely. Extreme weather events 
and tropical diseases wreak the heaviest damage in these 
regions. Undernourished people who have few resources 
and inadequate housing are especially at risk and likely to 
be displaced.
Recognize and plan for climate migrants now
Today the global community has not universally acknowl-
edged the existence of  climate migrants, much less agreed 
on how to define them. According to international refugee 
law, climate migrants are not legally considered refugees. 
Therefore, they have none of  the protections officially ac-
corded to refugees, who are technically defined as people 
fleeing persecution. No global agreements exist to help 
millions of  people who are displaced by natural disasters 
every year.

Refugees’ rights, and nations’ legal obligation to de-
fend them, were first defined under the 1951 Refugee 
Convention, which was expanded in 1967. This work 
took place well before it was apparent that climate change 
would become a major force driving migrations and creat-
ing refugee crises.

Under the convention, a refugee is defined as someone 

“unable or unwilling to return to their country of  origin 
owing to a well-founded fear of  being persecuted for rea-
sons of  race, religion, nationality, membership of  a par-
ticular social group, or political opinion.” The convention 
legally binds nations to provide access to courts, identity 
papers and travel documents, and to offer possible natural-
ization. It also bars discriminating against refugees, penal-
izing them, expelling them or forcibly returning them to 
their countries of  origin. Refugees are entitled to practice 
their religions, attain education and access public assist-
ance.

In my view, governments and organizations such as the 
United Nations should consider modifying international 
law to provide legal status to environmental refugees and 
establish protections and rights for them. Reforms could 
factor in the concept of  “climate justice,” the notion that 
climate change is an ethical and social concern. After all, 
richer countries have contributed the most to cause warm-
ing, while poor countries will bear the most disastrous 
consequences.

Some observers have suggested that countries that 
bear major responsibility for greenhouse gas emissions 
should take in more refugees. Alternatively, the world’s 
largest carbon polluters could contribute to a fund that 
would pay for refugee care and resettlement for those tem-
porarily and permanently displaced.

The Paris climate agreement does not mention climate 
refugees. However, there have been some consultations 
and initiatives by various organizations and governments. 
They include efforts to create a climate change displace-
ment coordination facility and a U.N. Special Rapporteur 
on Human Rights and Climate Change.

It is tough to define a climate refugee or migrant. This 
could be one of  the biggest challenges in developing poli-
cies.

As history has shown, destination countries respond 
to waves of  migration in various ways, ranging from wel-

coming immigrants to placing them in detention camps 
or denying them assistance. Some countries may be selec-
tive in whom they allow in, favoring only the young and 
productive while leaving children, the elderly and infirm 
behind. A guiding global policy could help prevent confu-
sion and outline some minimum standards.
Short-term actions
Negotiating international agreements on these issues 
could take many years. For now, major G20 powers such 
as the United States, the European Union, China, Russia, 
India, Canada, Australia and Brazil should consider in-
termediate steps. The United States could offer temporary 
protected status to climate migrants who are already on 
its soil. Government aid programs and nongovernment 
organizations should ramp up support to refugee relief  
organizations and ensure that aid reaches refugees from 
climate disasters.

In addition, all countries that have not signed the 
United Nations refugee conventions could consider 
joining them. This includes many developing countries 
in South Asia and the Middle East that are highly vul-
nerable to climate change and that already have large 
refugee populations. Since most of  the affected peo-
ple in these countries will likely move to neighboring 
nations, it is crucial that all countries in these regions 
abide by a common set of  policies for handling and as-
sisting refugees.

The scale of  this challenge is unlike anything human-
ity has ever faced. By midcentury, climate change is like-
ly to uproot far more people than World War II, which 
displaced some 60 million across Europe, or the Parti-
tion of  India, which affected approximately 15 million. 
The migration crisis that has gripped Europe since 2015 
has involved something over one million refugees and 
migrants. It is daunting to envision much larger flows 
of  people, but that is why the global community should 
start doing so now.

Delhi’s air pollution 
crisis made inter-
national headlines 
in early December 

when a cricket match between 
India and Sri Lanka was sus-
pended due to poor air quality.

Smog has also led to nu-
merous school closures and 
flight cancellations in India’s 
capital and largest city. It has 
also been blamed for highway 
accidents.

Delhi is home to 20 million 
residents, and the city’s more 
than 10 million vehicles are a 
major contributor to air pollu-
tion. Industrial emissions are 
also to blame. Thirteen coal-
fired power stations operate 
within a 300 kilometre radius 
of  the city. Conditions reach 
crisis level every winter, when 
the capital’s already poor air 
quality is further degraded by 
smoke from post-harvest burn-
ing in the neighbouring agri-

cultural states of  Haryana and 
Punjab.

The concentration of  
airborne particulate matter 
(PM2.5) recently reached 999 
in parts of  Delhi. This meas-
urement was literally off  the 
charts of  maximum thresholds 
for air pollutants. The alarm-
ing fact is that Delhi is not even 
India’s smoggiest city. By one 
measure, four other Indian cit-
ies typically suffer even worse 
air pollution.

There is little evidence 
that either the central or Delhi 
government has any effective 
policy strategy for air pollu-
tion. Now is the time for India 
to peer through the smog and 
learn how another major city, 
Beijing, is taking meaningful 
steps to stabilise its own air 
pollution crisis. While China 
still has progress to make, 
some lessons from the coun-
try’s capital are a useful guide 

for clearing Delhi’s air.
China’s response
According to the World 
Health Organisation, ten of  
the world’s 20 most polluted 
cities are in India, and three 
in China. The two countries 
top the ignoble list of  deaths 
related to air pollution, with 
more than one million each in 
2015. The two are the world’s 
most populous countries and 
also have among the highest 
proportions of  deaths related 
to air pollution.

Nevertheless, China is 
making progress. The central 
government has taken a sys-
tematic and coordinated ap-
proach to managing air pollu-
tion. It has adopted a suite of  
policies that promote alterna-
tive energy and punish regula-
tory breaches.

The country is rapidly 
scaling back capacity for coal-
fired power and steel, whose 
production is suspected of  
threatening respiratory health. 

China is also soliciting foreign 
investment in green energy 
technologies, and has intensi-
fied inspections of  major pol-
luters around Beijing.

In Beijing alone, fines for 
pollution topped USD$ 28 
million in 2015. To combat 
vehicle exhaust smoke, which 
is responsible for one-third of  
Beijing’s emissions, an annual 
quota of  150,000 new cars 
was established for 2017, with 
60,000 allotted only to fuel ef-
ficient cars. Beginning in 2018, 
this quota will be reduced by 
one third, to 100,000 annually. 
This will limit the total number 
of  cars to around 6.3 million.

Beijing is also aiming to 
reduce coal consumption from 
the current 11 million tons 
per year to under 5 million by 
2020.

There is some evidence 
that these measures are work-
ing. In the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei region, PM2.5 levels de-
creased by 27% between 2013 
and 2016.

India’s apathy
By comparison, India’s politi-
cal inefficiency is making re-
gional air pollution a nearly 
intractable problem. Although 
the states of  Haryana and Pun-
jab have banned farmers from 
burning straw, implementation 
has been minimal. Policy co-
ordination is also weak across 
states governed by rival political 
parties. For example, the lead-
ers of  Delhi and Haryana have 
publicly clashed about who is 
to blame for air pollution. They 
have also failed to hold discus-
sions about the problem or to 
find feasible solutions.

Farmers constitute a signif-
icant voting base in Haryana 
and Punjab. This has led state 
governments to demand com-
pensation from central govern-
ment for losses farmers incur 
by ceasing burning. Such focus 
on short-term political gain is 
distracting policymakers from 
collaborating on regional so-
lutions. The consequences of  

territorial grandstanding are 
deadly.

Another difference be-
tween India and China is the 
level of  apathy among the gov-
ernment and general public. In 
China, years of  seething public 
anger prompted Prime Min-
ister Li Keqiang to “declare 
war” on pollution in 2014.

In India, public outrage 
over air pollution is still “sea-
sonal” and rarely swells be-
yond social media. The cen-
tral government has remained 
largely silent about pollution 
while state leaders indulge in 
meaningless inter-party squab-
bling and political theatre.

Amid this discouraging ac-
countability vacuum, India’s 
Supreme Court recently as-
sumed the mantle of  leader-
ship on air pollution. It banned 
fireworks in the capital during 
the Diwali festival and pushed 
for response focused action 
planning. While these are en-
couraging steps, bypassing the 
legislative process on such fun-

damental public health issues 
is hardly ideal or sustainable.
Progress is needed
India has made remarkable 
progress lifting millions of peo-
ple out of poverty in recent 
years. It aspires to be a global 
superpower, but has singularly 
failed to curb air pollution. 
Central government must inter-
vene to coordinate collaborative 
policy among states and hold of-
ficials accountable for inaction. 
Central government should also 
reinforce state-level initiatives to 
minimise burning and promote 
sustainable farming.

More broadly, it may be 
time to ask whether highly ar-
gumentative democratic mod-
els are always the best solution 
for problems that transcend 
city and provincial boundaries. 
Sensible and informed policy 
leadership is needed to solve 
environmental challenges. In-
dia must rise above petty poli-
tics, lest the country bicker its 
way into smoggy irrelevance.

Staying in Cox’s Bazar is the 
best option for the Rohingya 
at the moment.

On November 23, the 
governments of  Myanmar and 
Bangladesh signed an agreement 
to return the Rohingya refugees – 
more than 600,000 people who es-
caped from Rakhine State in west-
ern Myanmar to Cox’s Bazar in 
Bangladesh – after ethnic cleansing 
carried out by Myanmar’s armed 
forces since August.

Bangladesh is expected to com-
pile lists of  refugees wanting to re-
turn on a voluntary basis. Myanmar 
intends to verify each application to 
establish whether a refugee is eligible 
for repatriation. The returnees must 
provide copies of  identity cards and 
documents certifying the address of  
their residence in Myanmar.

It might create the illusion of  a 
policy decision by two governments 
moving toward addressing a shared 

refugee crisis. But the agreement is 
a hollow political gesture.

One of  the first factors to consid-
er is Myanmar’s verification process 
for a refugee to return. Myanmar’s 
military governments have had a 
consistent policy of  either withhold-
ing official documentation from the 
Rohingyas or seizing and destroying 
the little documentation they had. 
A British government report docu-
mented how the Myanmar govern-
ment changed its citizenship rules 
in 1989 and rendered the residency 
cards that most Rohingyas were car-
rying invalid. The government col-
lected those invalid residency cards, 
but in most cases failed to provide 
the Rohingyas with the new resi-
dency cards. As a result, a majority 
of  the Rohingya in Myanmar did not 
have any official documentation at 
the beginning of  this year.

Most of  the Rohingya who fled 
for Bangladesh left under dire cir-
cumstances – their villages set on fire, 
their lives in peril. They made desper-

ate runs with their children and eld-
erly. How many would have had the 
luxury of  time and safety to look for 
their documents before the exodus?

The agreement between Bang-
ladesh and Myanmar specifies that 
the refugees should be returned to 
their homes and property. It is high-
ly improbable, because numerous 
Rohingya villages have been burned 
and their cattle and lands seized by 
their Buddhist neighbours.

And last week, Myanmar an-
nounced that it would be building 
camps for some of  the returnees. 
It is unclear whether it is a serious 
policy proposal or yet another talk-
ing point. No details about the ca-
pacity of  the proposed camps are 
available. What is known is this: 
Myanmar’s minister for resettle-
ment, Win Myat Aye, has said that 
his country would be taking back 
no more than 300 refugees per day. 
At that rate, it would take over five-
and-a-half  years for all the 600,000 
Rohingyas to be allowed back in.

The other issue is that the reset-
tlement has to be voluntary. Why 
would a Rohingya prefer moving 
from a refugee camp in a relatively 
safe country to a refugee camp in 
an intensely hostile country and 
depend upon safety from the very 
people who killed their families and 
burned their villages?

Several Rohingya refugees I met 
in the camps in Bangladesh did tell 
me that if  they were granted citizen-
ship and equal rights, they would 
return to Myanmar. But that seems 
improbable because of  Myanmar’s 
long history of  systematically de-
priving the Rohingya of  their legal 
and basic human rights.

The government of  Myanmar 
has given no assurances about the 
legal status of  the returnees nor spo-
ken about guaranteeing their safety. 
They might simply end up being de-
scribed as “immigrants from Bang-
ladesh,” a phrase their persecutors 
all along used to describe them.

A recent statement from Senior 

General Min Aung Hlaing, My-
anmar’s military chief, about the 
proposed repatriation process has 
renewed fears about the safety of  
potential returnees. “The situation 
must be acceptable for both local 
Rakhine ethnic people and Benga-
lis and emphasis must be placed on 
(the) wish of  local Rakhine ethnic 
people who are the real Myanmar 
citizens,” he said.

All of  this raises severe doubts 
about the agreement between Bang-
ladesh and Myanmar. Several Bang-
ladeshi leaders I met in Dhaka after 
the agreement was signed seemed 
keen to send the Rohingya without 
having given much thought to how 
they would achieve it. They regard 
the Rohingya as a financial burden 
on their impoverished country and 
a potential security threat.

Bangladesh has tried to keep the 
Rohingya refugees in camps isolat-
ed from the rest of  society to signal 
that they are not meant to live there 
for good. Bangladeshi politicians 

signed the agreement because from 
their point of  view, any deal that 
might move some Rohingya back 
across the border is a good deal.

For the civilian government of  
Myanmar and its de facto leader, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the refugee 
agreement is a public relations exer-
cise to ward off  international con-
demnation. Sources in Myanmar 
told me that there is no commu-
nication between the military and 
Suu Kyi’s government on the issue. 
Without support from the military 
leadership, even if  she would be so 
inclined, Suu Kyi cannot stop the 
army from assaulting the Rohingya.

The Rohingya know it. And 
that is why there is not much in the 
way of  a line to fill in resettlement 
forms around Cox’s Bazar. Staying 
in Cox’s Bazar is the best option 
for the Rohingyas at the moment. 
Bangladesh must let them stay and 
not try to push them back over the 
border into the hands of  their per-
secutors.

Climate Change Will Displace Millions in Coming 
Decades. Nations Should Prepare Now to Help Them

Delhi Should Follow Beijing’s Example in Tackling Air Pollution

Why the Rohingya Can’t Return to Myanmar Just Yet
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Former television serial producer Suhaib Ilyasi being escorted by 
police at a court in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Delhi court awards life term to 
ex-TV producer Suhaib Ilyasi 

800,000 fewer B’deshi migrants in India: UN

Kidnapped Indian businessman 
in SA released after 137 days

India, Myanmar sign MoU for 
Rakhine State’s development

New Delhi, Dec. 20 (PTI): 
A Delhi court today award-
ed life imprisonment to 
former television serial pro-
ducer Suhaib Ilyasi for kill-
ing his wife Anju 17 years 
ago.

Additional Sessions 
Judge S K Malhotra also 
imposed a fine of Rs 2 lakh 
on Ilyasi, who was con-
victed on December 16 for 
stabbing to death his wife.

The court also directed 
that Rs 10 lakh would be 
paid as compensation to the 
parents of Anju.

Earlier, Ilyasi was only 
charged with milder sec-
tions including 304 B (dow-
ry death) of the IPC.

However, Anju’s moth-

er Rukma Singh and sister 
Rashmi Singh moved the 
Delhi High Court which 
in August 2014 ruled that 
Ilyasi would be tried under 
Section 302 for the offence 
of murder.

Anju was rushed to a 
hospital on January 11, 
2000 with stab wounds she 
received at her East Delhi 
residence.

Ilyasi, who had shot 
into limelight after hosting 
TV crime show - ‘India’s 
Most Wanted’, was arrested 
on March 28, 2000 and later 
charges were framed against 
him in the case after his 
sister-in-law and mother-in-
law alleged that he used to 
torture his wife for dowry.

United Nations, Dec. 20 (IANS): The 
number of Bangladeshis living in India has 
come down by 800,000 since 2000 and now 
stands at 3.1 million, a UN report said.

In 2000, there were 3.9 million migrants 
from Bangladesh living in India, according 
to the 2017 International Migration Report 
released here on Monday.

It said that the number of migrants from 
all countries living in India now was 5.2 mil-
lion, a fall of 1.22 million from 2000.

The definition of international migrants 
used in the report is broad and takes into 
account anyone living in a country different 
from their own and includes refugees and 
economic migrants, both those immigrating 
officially and those who do so “irregularly,” 
said Bela Hovy, the chief of the Migration 
Section of  the UN Department of  Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (UNDESA).

According to data from UNDESA’s 
Population Division made available with the 
report, there had been 4.375 million people 
from Bangladesh living in India in 1990.

There are 35,250 people from India now 
living in Bangladesh, an increase of 12,439 
since 2000 when there were 22,811, accord-
ing to the data.

The data showed that there were about 
258,000 fewer people from Pakistan now 
living in India than in 2000. There are now 
1.095 million people originating from Pa-
kistan in India, while there had been 1.353 
million in 2000. 

The number of  migrants from India 
living in Pakistan has also come down dur-
ing the period by about 288,000, according 
to the data. There were now 1.873 million 
people from India living in Pakistan now 
while there had been 2.161 million in 2000.

Johannesburg, Dec. 20 (PTI): A 76-year-
old Indian-origin South African business-
man who was allegedly kidnapped has been 
released after 137 days in captivity, a media 
report has said.

Omar Carrim was kidnapped outside 
his store in Pretoria on August 3 and re-
leased after 137 days, TimesLive reported.

Carrim is now recovering at home.
“I can confirm the release of  Carrim. 

He was released in Olifantsfontein on 
Monday “ said anti-crime activist Yusuf  
Abramjee.

The Carrim family has thanked relatives 
friends and the community “for all the sup-
port and assistance since he disappeared in 
early August”.

“We are most grateful to everyone and 
we thank the Almighty for returning our 
father and brother to us. Thank you for all 

the prayers and the moral support from the 
public “ the family said in a statement.

At the time of his alleged kidnapping, 
pleas were made for his release on humani-
tarian grounds as Carrim was seriously ill 
and needed constant medication.

He was due to undergo heart surgery 
the day after he disappeared.

Carrim was allegedly hijacked in his 
car. The car was later found burnt out near 
a township north of the city.

Abramjee said that kidnapping syndi-
cates had surfaced in South Africa which 
were targeting particularly wealthy South 
African Indian businessmen.

“Often families refuse to get police in-
volved and there are even reports of huge 
ransoms being paid in some instances to 
secure the release of  loved ones in recent 
years,” Abramjee said.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  20 
(IANS): India and Myan-
mar on Wednesday signed 
a MoU to develop Rakhine 
State, from where thousands 
of Rohingya Muslims have 
fled to Bangladesh following 
a military crackdown.

Foreign Secretary S. 
Jaishankar and Myanmar’s 
Deputy Minister for Social 
Welfare, Relief  and Reset-
tlement U Soe Aung signed 
the Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding.

“This MoU is the first 
government to government 
agreement signed by the 
Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Relief  and Resettlement of  
Myanmar with a coopera-
tion partner focussed on so-
cio-economic development 
and livelihood initiatives in 
Rakhine State,” the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said.

“This is intended to help 
the government of  Myan-
mar achieve its objective of  
restoration of  normalcy in 
Rakhine State and enable 
the return of displaced per-
sons,” a statement said.

It stated that the Indian 
government proposed to 
take up, among others, a 
project to build prefabri-
cated housing in Rakhine 
State, so as to meet the im-
mediate needs of returning 
people.

Jaishankar’s visit is of  
strategic importance after 

more than 650,000 Ro-
hingyas fled to neighbour-
ing Bangladesh since vio-
lence erupted in Rakhine 
in August.

The minority Rohingya 
community does not enjoy 
citizenship in Myanmar and 
is sparingly given refugee 
status in Bangladesh.

Human rights monitors 
have accused Myanmar’s 
military of atrocities against 
the Rohingyas.

India has maintained 
that the issue should be 
handled in a humane man-
ner, development activities 
should be initiated in Ra-
khine State and conditions 
should be created for the 
safe and secure return of the 
refugees to their homes.

Jaishankar, during his 
day-long visit, also called 
on Myanmar State Coun-
sellor Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Union Minister in State 
Counsellor’s Office U 
Kyaw Tint Swe and Union 
Minister for Social Welfare, 
Relief  and Resettlement 
Win Myat Aye.

All matters relating to 
bilateral cooperation, in-
cluding follow-up on deci-
sions taken during the visit 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Myanmar, as well 
as matters pertaining to Ra-
khine State were discussed 
during these meetings.

According to the Exter-

nal Affairs Ministry, ongo-
ing friendship projects were 
reviewed.

These included opera-
tion and maintenance of the 
deep-water port at Sittwe, 
the capital of Rakhine State, 
and the road from Paletwa 
to Zorinpui on the border of  
India’s northeastern state of  
Mizoram.

Both the port and road 
are parts of  the Kaladan 
Multi-modal Transit and 
Transport Project being de-
veloped by India, which is 
aimed at reducing the need 
to transport goods between 
northeastern India and the 
rest of India through the nar-
row Siliguri corridor

Other key projects, such 
as the Rhi-Tiddim road 
project, the Trilateral High-
way road from Kalewa to 
Yargyi, the project to build 
69 bridges on the Tamu-
Kyigone-Kalewa road, the 
Yamethin Police Training 
Centre and hospital projects, 
among others, were also 
discussed.

Earlier, Jaishankar also 
called on Commander-in-
Chief of the Myanmar De-
fence Services, Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing.

According to the state-
ment, all matters relating 
to security and bilateral 
cooperation as well as the 
situation in Rakhine State 
were discussed.

Uttar Pradesh assembly 
passes UPCOCA bill

Bamboo not a ‘tree’: LS passes 
bill amending Forest Act

Form board to decide 15-year-
old’s abortion request: HC

Cong disrupts LS proceedings over PM’s remarks against Manmohan

Lucknow, Dec. 20 (IANS): 
The Uttar Pradesh Con-
trol of  Organised Crime 
Act (UPCOCA) bill was 
passed by the state assem-
bly on Wednesday.

The bill was presented 
by Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath,  who also 
holds the charge of  the 
Home Department. He 
told the House that the 
proposed law would come 
in handy in controlling 
crime and reigning in 
criminals, mafias and land 
grabbers.

The Opposition, how-
ever, opposed the bill and 
said it would be abused and 
misused by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment in the state to quell 
the voice of  the Dalits and 
Muslim community. 

Both the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) 
have opposed the bill and 
alleged that this law, once 
enacted, would be misused 
by the state government.

BSP supremo Maya-
wati in a statement on 
Wednesday said her party 
has seen in the past how it 
(law) was abused by those 
in power to quash the dis-
senting voices, specially of  
the Dalits and people from 
the Muslim community. 

After a brief  debate, the 
bill was passed by the Vid-
han Sabha and would now 
go to the Upper House 
-- Vidhan Parishad. Once 
passed, it would be sent to 
Governor Ram Naik for 
his signature after which it 
would become law.

New Delhi, Dec. 20 (PTI): 
A bill to exclude bamboo 
from the definition of ‘tree’ 
under the Indian Forest 
Act was passed by the Lok 
Sabha today amid a protest 
by opposition members 
against the promulgation of  
an ordinance on the matter 
last month.

Piloting the bil l  to 
amend the Indian Forest 
Act, 1927, in the lower 
house, Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change Min-
ister Harsh Vardhan said 
the changes in law would 
encourage bamboo planta-
tion by farmers.

The bill permits felling 
and transit of bamboo grown 
in non-forest areas, he said, 
adding that it would help 
improve the rural economy.

He clarified that bamboo 
grown on forest lands would 
continue to be classified as 
tree and would be guided 
by restrictions as per the law.

The bill, which will re-
place the ordinance prom-
ulgated by the President 
on November 23, seeks to 
exempt bamboos grown on 
non-forest areas from the 
requirement of  permit for 
felling or transit under the 
Forest Act.

Observing that bamboo 
taxonomically is grass, the 
minister regretted that it 
took 90 years for the gov-
ernment to correct that 
anomaly.

On account of the defi-
nitional anomaly, the state 
of  objects and reasons of  
the amendment bill said, 
farmers have been “facing 
hardships in getting the 
permits for felling and tran-
sit of  bamboos within the 
State and also for outside 
the State...”  Harsh Vard-
han also made a case for 
strengthening the bamboo 
mission to help the people 
associated with the industry.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  20 
(IANS): The Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday or-
dered AIIMS to form a 
medical board to decide if  a 
15-year-old girl, who is over 
26 weeks pregnant, could 
terminate her pregnancy.

A division bench of  
Justice S. Murlidhar and 
Justice I.S. Mehta directed 
the All India Institute of  
Medical Sciences to submit 
its report by Friday.

The court passed the 
order after the girl wished 
to terminate the pregnancy 
from an alleged marriage 

she had with a man after 
eloping from her home, in 
order to pursue her studies.

The girl had appeared 
before the court and told the 
judges that she re-thought 
about the situation and 
wanted to go ahead with 
the termination.

She went missing since 
March 31 after she left 
home following an alterca-
tion with her mother. 

She was recovered from 
Narora village in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Bulandshahr after 
her parents moved the court 
with a petition to find her.

New Delhi, Dec. 20 (PTI): Noisy 
scenes by the Congress members 
seeking an apology from Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for his remarks 
against his predecessor Manmohan 
Singh today marred proceedings in 
the Lok Sabha, which witnessed two 
adjournments and a walkout by the 
main opposition party.

However, after the Congress mem-
bers walked out in the afternoon, the 
House took up legislative business.

The House was first adjourned till 
noon minutes after it had assembled 
for the day, the second adjournment 
till 2 PM came soon after the listed 
papers were laid. The Prime Minister 
was present in the House when it was 
adjourned for the first time.

As soon as the Speaker took up 
the Question Hour, Congress leaders 
raised the issue of the remarks made 
by Modi against Singh during the 
Gujarat election campaign. Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan immediately ad-
journed the House till noon.

Modi was present in the House at 
that time as questions related to the 
Prime Minister’s Office are listed on 
Wednesdays.

When the House met at noon 
after the first adjournment to take up 

the Zero Hour, Congress members 
stormed the Well raising slogans and 
asking Speaker Sumitra Mahajan to 
allow their leader Mallikarjun Kharge 
to speak.

Unmoved by the pleas, the Speaker 
asked BJD leader Bhartruhari Mahtab 
to speak on the issue of formation of a 
tribunal to settle the Mahanadi water 
sharing dispute.

As Mahtab started speaking, the 
Congress protests continued, though 
on a low key. But as soon as BJP MP 
Poonam Mahajan started speaking, 
the slogan-shouting by the Congress 
members intensified.

“What is happening? Why I am 
not being allowed to speak,” Kharge 
was heard asking.

Kharge’s colleague K C Venugopal 
said Kharge should be allowed to 
speak “that is his right”. Another 
Congress MP Sushmita Dev shouted 
“We want Zero Hour”.

When Poonam Mahajan tried to 
raise the issue of a statement made by 
a former MP in a TV talk show in Pa-
kistan that Modi should be removed as 
the Prime Minister and another by an 
opposition leader that PoK belongs to 
Pakistan, the Congress MPs protested 
strongly and raised vociferous slogans.

As the turmoil continued, the 
Speaker adjourned the House for 
about 40 minutes till 2 PM.

When the proceedings recom-
menced at 2 PM, Congress members 
again pressed for their demand for 
an apology from the Prime Minister. 
However, the Chair ordered taking up 
the Immovable Property (Amendment) 
Bill for consideration and passage.

Kharge also wanted the remarks 
made by a “certain member” against 
Manmohan Singh to be expunged 
from the records of the House but did 
not name the MP.

He said the Speaker had assured 
the Congress MPs that the remarks 
would be expunged but that had not 
happened. Following this, the Con-
gress members staged a walkout.

The House then took up for discus-
sion and later passed the Immovable 
Property (Amendment) Bill.

Later, Congress MP Rajiv Satav 
told PTI “We also wanted the remarks 
made by Poonam Mahajan against be 
expunged.” 

The Congress has been raising the 
issue since Monday and demanding 
an apology from the Prime Minister 
for his remarks against his predecessor 
during the poll campaign.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Maoist attack in Bihar; one 
killed, two abducted
Patna, Dec. 20 (IANS): Maoists have attacked a railway 
station in Bihar, killing one person and abducting two 
to enforce their shutdown, police said on Wednesday. 
Dozens of armed Maoists attacked the Masudan railway 
station on Jamalpur-Kieul rail section late on Tuesday 
night.  They killed a deputy village body head, torched 
cabin panel and abducted two railway employees to 
enforce a shutdown they had called on Wednesday Train 
services on that stretch was stopped.

Kerala JD-U leader quits RS
New Delhi, Dec. 20 (IANS): Disgruntled Janata Dal-
United leader M.P. Veerendra Kumar on Wednesday 
resigned from the Rajya Sabha, days after rebel JD-U 
leaders Sharad Yadav and Ali Anwar were disqualified 
from the Upper House. The 80-year-old, also a Kerala 
media baron, submitted his resignation to Rajya Sabha 
Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu on Wednesday morning, 
Arun Kumar Shrivastava, also a rebel JD-U leader, 
told IANS. Shrivastava said Veerendra Kumar, who 
was elected to the Upper House from Kerala last year 
with support from the Congress-led UDF, resigned “so 
that no one questions his integrity that he is aligning 
with (Bihar Chief Minister and JD-U President) Nitish 
Kumar”. Veerendra Kumar was the chairman of  the 
JD-U’s Kerala unit. 

Max Hospital resumes operation 
after stay on license cancellation
New Delhi, Dec. 20 (IANS): Max Hospital Shalimar 
Bagh resumed its operations on Wednesday, days after its 
licence was cancelled by the city government for declaring 
a live newborn baby dead. The hospital said the operation 
was resumed after the Court of Finance Commissioner 
on Tuesday put on hold the government’s December 8 
order. The hospital had appealed to the appellate authority 
to revoke the cancellation of the licence.

Justice Karnan released from prison
Kolkata, Dec. 20 (IANS): Former Calcutta High 
Court judge C.S. Karnan was released from prison on 
Wednesday after serving six months of imprisonment 
for contempt of Supreme Court, his counsel Mathew J. 
Nedumpara said. After remaining untraceable for over 
a month, he was arrested on June 20 by the West Bengal 
Police from Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. He was lodged 
in Presidency jail since then.

Kerala DGP Jacob Thomas suspended
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec. 20 (IANS): The Kerala 
government has suspended Director General of  Police 
(DGP) Jacob Thomas on charges of  violating service 
rules, officials said on Wednesday. The suspension 
order came on Tuesday night.  Thomas was suspended 
from service by Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijayan for 
violating the All India Service Rules after it surfaced 
that the officer had spoken about breakdown of  law 
and order in the state and the way cyclone Ockhi was 
handled. Thomas said he was yet to see or get the 
suspension order.

Four Dera chief followers held 
for torching rail coaches
New Delhi, Dec. 20 (IANS): Four followers of Dera 
Sacha Sauda sect chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh have 
been arrested for indulging in arson after he was convicted 
of rape in August, police said on Wednesday. They set fire 
to two empty coaches stationed at Anand Vihar station 
yard to avenge the sect chief ’s conviction for the rape of  
two female disciples, an officer said. Based on a tip-off, 
Vijay Malik, Bir Singh, Kanhaiya Lal and Harjeet Singh 
were arrested late on Tuesday from their residences in east 
Delhi’s Gandhi Nagar and Laxmi Nagar.

Cow protection panels to be set 
up in all UP districts
Lucknow, Dec. 20 (PTI): The Uttar Pradesh government 
has decided to set up cow protection committees in all 
districts of  the state. The ‘Gau Sanrakshan Samiti’ 
would be headed by the district magistrate and it would 
ensure that cow sheds in the region operate efficiently, 
said a statement issued by the state government here 
yesterday. Apart from this, to make the committees 
self-reliant various cow-related products such as biogas, 
compost, soaps, incense sticks, mosquito repellant coil, 
phenyl made from cow’s urine would be sold, he said.

Accused in Ryan case to be tried 
as adult: Juvenile board
Gurgaon, Dec. 20 (PTI): A 16-year-old student accused 
of killing a seven-year-old boy at the Ryan International 
School here will be tried as an adult, the Juvenile Justice 
Board said today. The board passed the order this 
morning responding to a plea that the teenager accused 
of  the crime should not be treated as a juvenile. The 
teenager is expected to be produced before Gurgaon’s 
Sessions Court at its next hearing on December 22.

Over 1,000 cases of fake caste 
certificates to get govt jobs
New Delhi, Dec. 20 (PTI): Over 1,000 cases of people 
securing jobs using forged caste certificates have been 
reported by various central government departments, 
the Lok Sabha was informed today. The Department 
of  Personnel and Training had in June sought data 
from all central government organisations regarding 
appointments made on the basis of fake caste certificates.

Bengal to construct 13,000 km of 
rural roads — Minister
Kolkata, Dec. 20 (PTI): To improve the rural economy 
the West Bengal government would construct 13,000 
kilometre of  rural roads in the state. West Bengal 
Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Subrata 
Mukherjee said the Mamata Banerjee government would 
spend Rs 3,100 crore as state’s share to complete the Rs 
7,800 crore project to construct 13,000 km rural roads.

Over 1 lakh safety-related posts 
in railways lying vacant — Govt
New Delhi, Dec. 20 (PTI): Over one lakh posts related 
to the railways’ safety mechanism were vacant as of  
April 2017, the government informed Parliament today. 
In written reply to a question in the Lok Sabha, Minister 
of State for Railways Rajen Gohain said that efforts were 
being made to fill up the vacant posts expeditiously. The 
minister further stated that in the past five years, a total of  
50,463 candidates had been empanelled for the post of  
assistant loco pilot through railway recruitment boards.

Following is the chronology of  events in the case in which 
‘India’s Most Wanted’ anchor and former TV producer 
Suhaib Ilyasi was sentenced to life by a Delhi court for 
stabbing his wife to death 17 years ago.

* Jan 10, 2000: Anju Ilyasi found dead at their East 
Delhi residence with multiple stab wounds.
* Jan 18, 2000: A panel of  doctors at AIIMS says 
that the injuries on the victim appear self-inflicted 
and suicidal.
* Mar 28, 2000: Ilyasi arrested on charges of dowry 
harassment and murder levelled by sister-in-law and 
mother- in-law.
* October, 2002: Charge sheet filed against Ilyasi for 
dowry death.
* March 29, 2003: Trial court frames charges under 
Section 498A and 304B of the IPC against Ilyasi.
*Jul 17: Prosecutor filed application in trial court for 
adding murder charge.
* Feb 3, 2004: Trial court dismisses the application.
* Jul 12, 2005: Victim’s mother moves application for 
fresh investigation.
* Aug 4: Application dismissed.
* Aug 19, 2010: Plea to add murder charge filed 
again.
* Feb 19, 2011: Trial court rejects the plea. Ilyasi’s 
mother-in-law moves Delhi HC seeking framing of  
additional charge of murder.
* May, 2012: A new medical board set up to look into 
injuries suffered by Ilyasi’s wife.
* Jan 5, 2013: Ilyasi moves HC objecting to constitu-
tion of a new medical board.
* Jan 7, 2013: HC stays order for a fresh medical 
board after Ilyasi challenges the order.
* Aug 12, 2014: HC dismisses Ilyasi’s objection to 
the fresh medical board and allows adding of murder 
charge. Ilyasi moves SC against the order.
* Aug 21: SC dismisses Ilyasi’s challenging HC order 
asking him to face murder charges for his wife’s death.
* Dec 16, 2017: Delhi court convicts Ilyasi of stabbing 
his wife to death.
* Dec 20: Court sentences Ilyasi to life imprisonment.



Washington, Dec. 20 (PTI): 
Senate Republicans today 
passed a sweeping overhaul 
of the US tax code in more 
than 30 years, bringing Presi-
dent Donald Trump closer 
to scoring his first major 
legislative victory amid criti-
cism that the package dis-
proportionately benefit the 
wealthy and corporations.

The Senate approved 
the USD 1.5 trillion tax bill, 
which includes permanent 
tax breaks for corporations 
and temporary tax cuts for 
individuals, by a final vote 
of 51-48.

The House of  Repre-
sentatives earlier approved 
the bill comfortably. In the 
House it was passed by 227 
to 203 votes.

Republicans have ma-
jorities in both houses of  
Congress. For final approval 
the legislation must go back 
to the House for a procedur-
al issue before it can be sent 
to the White House for the 
president to sign it into law.

Once enacted, the legis-
lation will represent the most 
drastic changes to the US tax 
code since 1986.

The bill was passed 
along party lines, with every 
Senate Republican present 
voting in its favour and all 
Democrats voting against it.

“After years of  work, 
we are going to enact the 
most sweeping, pro-growth 

overhaul of our tax code in 
a generation.

Americans are going to 
see relief almost immediate-
ly in the form of bigger pay-
checks and lower taxes,” said 
Congressman Paul Ryan, 
Speaker of the US House of  
Representatives.

Vice President Mike 
Pence described the vote 
as a “historic win” for the 
American people as the Sen-
ate voted to deliver working 
families and job creators a 
tax cut for Christmas.

President “Trump kept 
his promise to deliver a mid-
dle- class miracle for millions 
of hard-working Americans 
- a great day for the Ameri-
can people!” he said.

This is seen as a first 
legislative victory of Trump 
in the first year of his presi-
dency.

The bill is expected to 
clear all hurdles by tonight. 
The White House has not 
indicated yet as to when 
Trump plans to sign the bill.

“This is a historic step 
toward tax relief  for hard-
working Americans. We 
commend every Senator 
who supported these tax 
cuts and look forward to the 
House s final vote on this 
important bill tomorrow,” 
White House Press Secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said.

Senator Rob Portman 
said the bill will cut taxes 

for middle-class families, 
reform business tax code to 
create more jobs and higher 
wages for workers, and up-
date international tax code 
to encourage jobs and invest-
ments in America.

“This is the first time 
Congress has passed com-
prehensive tax reform legis-
lation in 31 years,” he said.

The Democrats were 
highly critical of  the tax 
reform bill.

“The American people 
have been robbed of  the 
substantive and exhaustive 
debate in Congress they 
deserve on a USD 1.5 trillion 
bill that will shake up our 
entire economy and cripple 
our nation s spending power 
for decades to come,” said 
Senator Tom Carper. Ac-
cording to Wall Street Jour-
nal, the tax plan offers deep 
tax cuts for businesses, lower 
rates for many individuals 
and a narrower estate tax. 
Corporate shareholders, 
business owners and most 
households will win, at least 
in the first few years, it said. 
“But there will be losers, too, 
including some households 
living in regions where state 
and local taxes are high. 
Most of  the tax cuts will 
take effect in January, and 
many workers will see bigger 
paychecks from reduced tax 
withholding by February,” 
the daily said.

Nay Pyi Taw, Dec. 20 (IANS): The Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) on Wednesday called 
for the immediate release of two journalists 
arrested in Myanmar two weeks ago for al-
legedly possessing leaked documents relating 
to police operations in Rakhine State.

Wa Lone, 31, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 27, 
who work for Reuters, were arrested on 
December 12 in Yangon and face 14 years in 
jail if found guilty of violating official secrets 
legislation.

“Myanmar authorities should imme-
diately release the two Reuters journalists 
whose detention appears aimed at stopping 
independent reporting of the ethnic cleans-
ing campaign against the Rohingyas,” said 
Brad Adams, Asia director of HRW.

“Their secret, incommunicado detention 
lays bare government efforts to silence media 
reporting on critical issues,” he added.

The two journalists have been accused 
of obtaining classified documents by decep-
tion from two policemen - also arrested and 
charged with similar crimes - who returned 
from Rakhine after carrying out security 
duties.

The HRW said authorities have not pro-
vided any information on the whereabouts 
of the arrested journalists and denied them 
access to counsel or family.

Over 650,000 Rohingyas have fled to 
neighbouring Bangladesh to escape the of-
fensive that the Myanmar Army launched in 
August in response to a series of attacks on 
government posts by Rohingya rebels.

“The Myanmar government’s increasing 
restrictions on the media should not be taken 
lightly and concerned governments should 
encourage the government to stop targeting 
journalists,” Adams said.

Yangon, Dec. 20 (AFP): My-
anmar’s army said it found 10 
corpses in a mass grave in a 
largely Rohingya village in My-
anmar’s northern Rakhine state, 
the epicentre of  a violent military 
crackdown that triggered a mass 
exodus of  the Muslim minority.

Northern Rakhine has been 
gutted by violence that erupted 
on August 25, when the military 
launched a sweeping operation 
against Rohingya rebels who at-
tacked police posts.

Since then hundreds of  vil-
lages have been torched and 
some 655,000 Rohingya have 
fled over the border to Bangla-
desh.

Doctors Without Borders 
says at least 6,700 Rohingya 

were killed in the first month 
of  violence, while the UN has 
accused the army of  waging an 
ethnic cleansing campaign with 
possible “elements of  genocide”.

Myanmar, a mainly Buddhist 
country, has aggressively denied 
the charges and largely blocked 
off  access to the conflict zone.

Late yesterday the army said 
it had exhumed 10 bodies in a 
grave discovered earlier in the 
week in Inn Dinn, a village in 
Rakhine’s Maungdaw township.

“An investigation is being 
carried out to uncover the truth 
behind the grave,” said a state-
ment published on the army 
chief ’s Facebook page, alongside 
blurred photos of  skeletal bodies 
being dug out of  a pit.

“Action will be taken accord-
ing to the law if  security mem-
bers are found to be involved in 
the case,” the statement added.

One member of  the team that 
unearthed the corpses told AFP, 
on condition of  anonymity, that 
the bodies’ state of  decay sug-
gested they had not been killed 
recently.

“We cannot differentiate who 
the dead bodies were because 
we only saw their skeletons and 
bones,” he said.

The discovery of  the mass 
grave comes one week after the 
arrest of  two Reuters journalists 
who have closely covered the 
crisis in Rakhine.

The area has been out of  
bounds to the media since the 

military crackdown began with 
the exception of  closely- moni-
tored press trips organised by 
authorities.

Myanmar has also blocked a 
UN fact-finding team from ac-
cessing the area to probe allega-
tions of  rights abuses.

Myanmar repor ters  Wa 
Lone, 31, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 27, 
who have not been seen since 
December 12, have been charged 
for allegedly possessing docu-
ments relating to security forces 
in Rakhine.

Their families, lawyers and 
colleagues have not been told 
where the two are, nor been al-
lowed any contact with them.

Reuters did not immediately 
confirm what the journalists 

were working on or if  their inves-
tigation was linked to the mass 
grave in Inn Din.

The arrests have deepened 
concerns about fragile press 
freedoms in the emerging de-
mocracy.

Human Rights Watch today 
demanded the pair’s immediate 
release, echoing similar calls 
from the EU, US and UN.

“Their secret, incommuni-
cado detention lays bare govern-
ment efforts to silence media 
reporting on critical issues,” said 
Human Rights Watch Asia Di-
rector Brad Adams. 

The reporters face a maxi-
mum sentence of  14 years in jail 
under the colonial-era Official 
Secrets Act.

Dhaka, Dec. 20 (PTI): Bangladesh 
Opposition leader Khaleda Zia has 
sent a legal notice to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, demanding an un-
conditional apology for her remarks 
on the BNP chairperson’s alleged 
assets abroad, a party official said 
today.

The legal notice was sent yes-
terday by 72-year-old Zia’s lawyer 
Mahbubuddin Khokon, Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) Secre-
tary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir told reporters.

The notice demands an uncon-
ditional apology that can be issued 
to the media within 30 days. Com-
pensation will be sought through 
legal means if  no apology is issued, 
according to the notice, bdnews24.
com reported.

Some media outlets had pub-
lished a report claiming that an 
anti-graft investigation in Saudi 
Arabia has revealed that Zia and 
members of  her family had assets 
in the kingdom.

On December 7, Hasina, 70, 

spoke on the matter, claiming that 
Zia had several assets in the Mid-
dle East. She had also hit out at the 
media for the limited coverage of  
the matter.

“I haven’t noticed any eagerness 
to publish this news,” she had said.

She speculated that the media 
may have covered up the story due 
to financial interests, the report said.

Mirza Fakhrul responded to 
Hasina’s comments the next day, 
saying that the Prime Minister 
would have to apologise for the 
“baseless defamation”.

Zia is accused in several graft 
cases, including one under which 
she allegedly misappropriated funds 
of  an orphanage trust named after 
her husband and slain president 
Ziaur Rahman. 

She is also being tried in another 
case for inducting in her Cabinet 
during the 2001-2006 tenure people 
who were opposed to the country’s 
1971 independence and subse-
quently convicted and hanged for 
committing war crimes.

London, Dec. 20 (PTI): The 
European Union (EU) today 
set December 31, 2020 as the 
deadline for the Brexit transi-
tion period to end, after which 
the UK will be considered com-
pletely out of  the 28-member 
economic bloc.

The cut-off  date for what 
Britain terms as the “imple-
mentation phase” of Brexit has 
been laid out as part of the EU’s 
guidelines for the next round of  
negotiations on Britain s future 
relationship with the EU as a 
non-member, released by EU 
chief  Brexit negotiator Michel 
Barnier in Brussels today.

The guidelines state that the 
UK should continue to follow 
EU trade law and stay in the 
European customs union and 
single market during the transi-
tion phase.

The EU’s 28 commission-
ers, including President Jean- 
Claude Juncker, met today to 
approve guidelines for the bloc’s 
negotiating position on the tran-
sition drawn up by Barnier.

Thrashing out the precise 
terms of  the transition phase 

will form part of the next round 
of  negotiations between both 
sides, after the first so-called 
“divorce” phase of  talks was 
concluded earlier this month.

The UK had already said 
that the temporary arrange-
ments should not last for more 
than two years after it has for-
mally left the EU in March 
2019, which marks the two-year 
timeline triggered after Britain 
invoked Article 50 of the Lisbon 
Treaty in March this year fol-
lowing a referendum in favour 
of Brexit in June 2016.

Meanwhile, British Prime 
Minister Theresa is set to face 
her next parliamentary hurdle 
over Brexit as the flagship EU 
(Withdrawal) Bill comes up in 
the House of  Commons once 
again. May wants to specify 
that the UK will leave the EU 
at 23:00 GMT on March 29, 
2019 in the Bill, a move which 
has been widely criticised by 
Opposition parties and some 
Conservative party MPs.

A compromise amendment, 
which allows some flexibility 
around that date being set in 

stone, is expected to help the 
British PM see off  a second 
Commons rebellion by some of  
her own MPs.

Her announcement that the 
date should be enshrined in law 
was attacked by Labour as a 
“gimmick” and some Tory MPs 
warned it could tie the govern-
ment’s hands if  negotiations 
dragged on longer than planned.

The new amendment seeks 
to allow the government to 
change the “exit day” through 
further legislation, if  the nego-
tiations remain inconclusive by 
March 29, 2019.

The crucial bill is undergo-
ing hundreds of  attempts to 
change its wording by British 
MPs from across different po-
litical parties, with one change 
to give Parliament a guaranteed 
vote on the final Brexit deal been 
passed by the House of  Com-
mons so far. 

The EU Withdrawal Bill is 
a key part of  the government’s 
Brexit strategy as it aims to end 
the supremacy of  EU law and 
ensure UK law is supreme on 
Brexit day.

Washington, Dec 20. (PTI): The 
US and Canada will next month co-
host a meeting of foreign ministers 
from around the world, including 
India, to discuss North Korea’s 
nuclear threat and ways to improve 
the effectiveness of the current pres-
sure campaign against the reclusive 
nation.

US Secretary of State Rex Till-
erson and his Canadian counterpart 
Chrystia Freeland made the an-
nouncement during their meeting in 
Ottawa yesterday. The meeting will 
take place on January 16.

“With the convening of  what 
we’re calling the Vancouver Group 
in mid-January, this is a convening 
of foreign ministers from the original 
sending states that were involved in 
the original Korean conflict.

The Vancouver Group include 
Australia, Belgium, Britain, Co-
lombia, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, South Af-

rica, Thailand and Turkey.
“But we also obviously are in-

cluding other important parties the 
Republic of  Korea, Japan, India, 
Sweden, and others, who we think 
are important to have engaged in this 
meeting,” Tillerson told reporters.

The participating countries at 
the level of foreign minister will be 
discussing how to improve the ef-
fectiveness of  the current pressure 
campaign, Tillerson said.

“Are there other steps that could 
be taken to put additional pressure 
on the regime in North Korea, and 
how do we further take our diplo-
matic efforts forward? And then how 
do we prepare for the prospects of  
talk?” he said.

North Korea this year increased 
the pace of its missile programme. 
Since February, Pyongyang has fired 
off 23 missiles. On November 29, the 
North Korean leader said that his 
country had achieved full nuclear 
statehood after what he said was 

the successful test of a new missile 
capable of striking anywhere in the 
United States.

Fears of a catastrophic conflict 
between the US and North Korea 
spiked as the leaders of the two na-
tions taunted each other, with the 
US President Donald Trump calling 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
‘Rocket Man’.

The pressure campaign is in-
tended to lead to talks, Tillerson said, 
adding that the US led international 
community cannot talk unless North 
Korea is ready to talk.

“And I think as we’ve indicated, 
we’re waiting for them to indicate 
a readiness to talk. But what s im-
portant for North Korea to know is 
that this pressure campaign will not 
abate. We will not be rolling any of  
it back. It will only be intensified as 
time goes by. It will remain in place 
until they agree to give up their,” 
Tillerson said.

Freeland said the meeting would 

demonstrate international solidarity 
against North Korea’s dangerous 
and illegal actions.

“We will use this gathering as 
an opportunity to advance our 
work on diplomatic efforts towards 
a more peaceful, prosperous, and 
nuclear-free future on the North 
Korean Peninsula and to demon-
strate international solidarity in our 
condemnation of  North Korea’s 
actions,” she said.

Freeland said the pressure on 
North Korea would increase until its 
behaviour changes. 

“We’re confident that this cam-
paign of international pressure will 
lead to the best outcome for the 
whole world, I think the only out-
come for the whole world, which is 
a diplomatic path to a resolution of  
this crisis, a diplomatic path to the 
outcome that I think we all believe 
in, which is a nuclear-free Korean 
Peninsula,” she said in response to 
a question.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
9,000-plus died in battle with 
Islamic State group for Mosul
Mosul, Dec. 20 (AP): An Associated Press investigation 
has found that between 9,000 and 11,000 civilians died 
in the final battle to drive Islamic State extremists out 
of the Iraqi city of Mosul. That’s a civilian casualty rate 
nearly 10 times higher than what has been previously 
reported.

The deaths are acknowledged neither by the 
coalition, the Iraqi government nor the Islamic State 
group’s self-styled caliphate. Iraqi or coalition forces are 
responsible for at least 3,200 civilian deaths between 
October 2016 and the fall of IS in July 2017.

The AP investigation cross-referenced morgue 
lists and multiple databases from non-governmental 
organisations. Most of those victims are simply 
described as “crushed” in health ministry reports. 
The coalition, which hasn’t sent anyone into Mosul to 
investigate, acknowledges responsibility for only 326 of 
the deaths. 

At least 136 civilians in Yemen killed 
in Saudi-led airstrikes: UN
Geneva, Dec. 20 (IANS): At least 136 civilians and non-
combatants have been killed in air strikes led by the 
Saudi-led coalition in Yemen since December 6, the 
office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
said on Tuesday.

“We are deeply concerned at the recent surge in 
civilian casualties in Yemen as a result of intensified 
air strikes by the Saudi-led coalition, following the 
killing of former President Ali Abdullah Saleh in Sana’a 
on December 4,” Xinhua quoted Rupert Colville, 
spokesperson for the UN rights office, as saying.

The Saudi-led coalition carried out seven air strikes 
on December 13 that struck a military police compound 
in the Shaub district of Sana’a and damaged a prison 
building and the prison yard, killing at least 45 people 
and injuring 53.

All the victims were said to belong to the Resistance 
Forces loyal to President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, said 
Colvillle. At the same briefing, the UN Children’s Fund 
UNICEF said fuel was running out in water pumping 
stations serving more than three million people, half of 
them children.

2017 might be among top three 
hottest years on record
Geneva, Dec. 20 (IANS): Global land and ocean 
temperatures in 2017 will likely end among the three 
warmest years on record, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said on Tuesday.

The year 2017 is expected to be the warmest year 
without a warming El Nino, Xinhua quoted the global 
weather office as saying.

“The first 11 months of the year were the third 
warmest on record, behind 2016 and 2015, with much-
warmer-than-average conditions engulfing much of the 
world’s land and ocean surfaces,” WMO media officer 
Clare Nullis was quoted as saying.

She said the source of the data is the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) which 
said that Arctic and Antarctic sea ice coverage remained 
at near record lows.

WMO senior scientist Omar Baddour said, “What is 
more important than the ranking of an individual year 
is the overall, long-term trend of warming since the late 
1970s, and especially this century. Along with rising 
temperatures, we are seeing more extreme weather 
with huge socio-economic impacts.” 

During November 2017, warmer-than-average 
temperatures dominated across much of the world’s 
land and ocean surfaces, with the most notable 
temperature departures from average across the 
Northern Hemisphere.

Iran summons Swiss envoy to protest  
US missile allegations
Tehran, Dec. 20 (IANS): Iran’s Foreign Ministry on 
Tuesday summoned the Swiss ambassador to Tehran 
to hand him a protest note over the US’ recent claims 
that missiles fired at Saudi Arabia from Yemen were of 
Iranian origin.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qasemi 
said that the Islamic Republic’s “strong and official 
protest at the US ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley’s 
injudicious and baseless allegations was conveyed” to 
the Swiss envoy.

Swiss embassy in Tehran represents the US interests 
in Iran since 1980, Xinhua quoted Press TV as saying.

The letter to the Swiss envoy envisages protest 
regarding Haley’s “provocative” and “irresponsible” 
remarks, which had been based on “fake evidence,” 
Qasemi was quoted as saying.

On Thursday, Haley appeared standing before parts 
of a ballistic missile that she claimed Iran delivered to 
Yemen’s Shiite Houthis, which was fired at Saudi Arabia’s 
Riyadh airport last month.

On Monday, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif said that Iran will refer the “baseless” US 
accusations of arms smuggling to Yemen’s Houthis to 
the United Nations.

Tehran has denied arming Iranian-allied Shia Houthis 
against the Saudi-led coalition which seeks to restore 
President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi, who was ousted 
by Houthis in September 2014. 

The Saudi-led coalition has recently blamed Iran 
for a recent Yemeni missile strike on Riyadh, which Iran 
dismissed categorically.

AP/PTI

Pope Francis meets children of a chorus at the end of his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall at 
the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017.

US Senate passes 
Trump’s landmark 
tax reform bill

Ten bodies found in Myanmar mass grave – Army

Khaleda sends legal 
notice to Hasina, seeks 
apology from PM

EU sets Brexit transition period 
deadline as Dec. 31, 2020

US, Canada to co-host meeting over N Korea’s nuclear crisis

Myanmar urged to free detained journalists
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D
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FILE - In this June 13, 2005 photo, Michael Jackson gestures as he 
leaves court during his trial on child molestation charges in Santa 
Maria, Calif. Wade Robson, who is now 35, testified at Jackson’s 
criminal trial in 2005 that he had spent many nights in Jackson’s 
room, but Jackson had never molested him. A judge has dismissed 
the lawsuit brought by Robson, who alleged Jackson molested him as 
a child. 

Eva Longoria expecting her first child 

Michael Jackson sex abuse lawsuit dismissed I stand by ‘Padmavati’ 
team— Priyanka

McKellen worries about 
negative impact of 
sexual harassment

Bill Gates all praise for ‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha’

People thought I had 
brain damage— Eminem

Actress Eva Longoria is expecting her first child - a boy - with husband Jose Baston.
Longoria, 42, is four months pregnant, her representative told people.com. The couple 
began dating in 2013, got married in May 2016 in Mexico in a star-studded party.
Baston, who already has three children from his previous marriage, is the president of  
Televisa, a US-based media company. Longoria had previously denied her pregnancy 
rumours on multiple occasions.  She is best known for her role of Gabrielle Solis on the 
popular TV series “Desperate Housewives”. Longoria has also appeared in films like 
“The Sentinel”, “Over Her Dead Body”, “For Greater Glory”, “Frontera” and “Low-
riders”. (IANS)

A 
judge on Tuesday 
dismissed the lawsuit 
brought by a chore-
ographer who alleged 
Michael Jackson mo-

lested him as a child, resolving one of  
the last major claims against the late 
singer’s holdings.

Judge Mitchell L. Beckloff ’s 
summary judgment ruling against the 
now-35-year-old Wade Robson found 
that the two Jackson-owned corpo-
rations, which were the remaining 
defendants in the case, were not liable 
for Robson’s exposure to Jackson. 
He did not rule on the credibility of  
Robson’s allegations themselves.

Robson’s attorney, Vince Finaldi, 
said he strongly disagrees and plans 
to appeal.

Robson, a native of Australia who 
has worked with Britney Spears and 
NSYNC, met Jackson when he was 5 
years old.

He testified in Jackson’s defense at 
the singer’s 2005 criminal trial, saying 
he had spent the night at Jackson’s 
Neverland Ranch more than 20 times 
and usually slept in Jackson’s room, 
but Jackson never molested him. 
Jackson was acquitted in that trial.

Then in 2013 about four years 
after the singer’s death, Robson sued 
the Jackson estate for what his at-

torneys described as molestation that 
spanned a seven-year period.

A court ruled in 2015 that Robson 
had filed his lawsuit too late to get 
any of Jackson’s estate. That left two 
remaining defendants, both corpo-
rate entities owned by Jackson in his 
lifetime: MJJ Productions, Inc., and 
MJJ Ventures, Inc.

The judge ruled Tuesday that 
those two corporate defendants could 
not be held responsible for Robson’s 
exposure to Jackson, the way a school 
or the Boy Scouts can be found liable 
for bringing together an abusive adult 
and a child victim.

Finaldi said the reasoning sets a 
dangerous precedent.

“What the judge is saying is that 
you if own a corporation or a com-
pany, you can hire people, use these 
people to facilitate your sexual abuse, 
use them to facilitate victims,” Finaldi 
told The Associated Press by phone. 
“So long as you’re the sole owner 
of that corporation, the corporation 
can’t be held liable.”

Jackson estate attorney Howard 
Weitzman said in a statement that 
he “believes the court made the 
correct decision in dismissing Wade 
Robson’s claim against it. “In my 
opinion Mr. Robson’s allegations, 
made 20 plus years after they sup-

posedly occurred and years after Mr. 
Robson testified twice under oath 
— including in front of a jury — that 
Michael Jackson had never done 
anything wrong to him was always 
about the money rather than a search 
for the truth.”

Finaldi replied that the Jackson 
camp’s interest in the truth was “hol-
low.”

“If someone’s trying to search 
for the truth, why not let the lawsuit 
proceed?” Finaldi said. “Why not 
exonerate him and let a jury decide.”

During the criminal trial, Robson 
bristled at testimony by other wit-
nesses that they had seen Jackson 
molest him.

“I’m telling you nothing hap-
pened,” Robson testified at the time 
when a prosecutor challenged him.

Another Robson attorney said 
when his lawsuit was filed that stress 
and sexual trauma led Robson to 
finally accept that he had been mo-
lested by Jackson.

Multitalented superstar Michael 
Joseph Jackson thrilled audiences 
most of his life, and was on the preci-
pice of a comeback when he died at 
age 50 on June 25, 2009.

The self-proclaimed King of Pop 
died on June 25, 2009.

The Associated Press

A
ctor Priya-
nka Chopra 
hopes the 
controversy 
surrounding 

“Padmavati” clears up 
soon and the people get to 
witness the magnum opus 
in all its glory.

Priyanka, who fea-
tured in a song in Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s “Goliyon 
Ki Raasleela: Ram-Leela” 
and essayed a full-fledged 
role as Kashibai in his 
film “Bajirao Mastani”, 
said she would always 
stand by the filmmaker.

The period drama, 
“Padmavati”, is yet to 
receive a certificate from 
the CBFC. Several Rajput 
outfits and political lead-
ers have accused the direc-
tor of  “distorting histori-
cal facts” in the movie.

Starring Deepika 
Padukone in the title role, 
with Shahid Kapoor as 
Maharawal Ratan Singh 
and Ranveer Singh as Sul-
tan Alauddin Khilji, the 
film was earlier scheduled 
to arrive in the theatres on 
December 1.

“I have an incredible 
relationship with Sanjay 
sir and I admire him 
tremendously. I know this 
film will come out and 
people will see the art 
behind it.

“They just need to 
make sure that everything 
is sorted. I will always 
stand not only by Sanjay 

sir but also Deepika, 
Ranveer and Shahid for 
the film,” Priyanka told 
reporters.

The actor was speak-
ing at Zee Cine Awards 
here last night where she 
also performed.

She trashed the 
reports which claimed 
her to be the highest-
paid performer, saying 
she never talks about her 
remuneration.

Priyanka congratu-
lated her contemporary 
Anushka Sharma - who 
recently tied the knot with 
Indian cricket captain 
Virat Kohli. The “Quan-
tico” star also extended 
greetings to actor friend 
Meghan Markle on her 
engagement to British 
royal Prince Harry.

Talking about the 
much-anticipated wed-
ding, the actor said, “I 
don’t know about the 
wedding, I don’t know 
about that but of  course 
I have spoken to her 
(Meghan) and I am 
extremely happy for her. 
It is a fairytale for both 
Meg and Anushka. Two 
people, who I know really, 
had (/will have) fairytale 
weddings. It is really great 
to see,” she said.

When asked about her 
marriage plans, Priyanka 
said she will get married 
when she finds the perfect 
man.

PTI

V
eteran actor 
Ian McKel-
len has said 
that while he 
condemns 

sexual harassment, he 
is troubled about people 
being “wrongly” accused 
of misconduct in the 
aftermath of the Harvey 
Weinstein expose.

The 78-year-old actor, 
who denounced predatory 
behaviour, claimed female 
actors had used sex to get 
roles in the 1960s, News.
com.au reported.

“... But from my own 
experience, when I was 
starting acting in the 
early ‘60s, the director of  
the theatre I was work-
ing at showed me some 
photographs he got from 
women who were want-
ing jobs,” he said while 
delivering a talk at the 
Oxford Union.

Some of the would-be 
stars had written “DRR - 
directors’ rights respected 
- at the bottom of their 
photograph,” he said.

“In other words, if  
you give me a job, you can 
have sex with me,” McKel-
len said, adding that it was 
“commonplace”.

“People have taken 

advantage of  that and 
encouraged it and it 
absolutely will not do,” 
the “Lord of  the Rings” 
star said.

McKellen lauded the 
courage of victims for 
coming forward with hor-
rifying stories of sexual 
harassment, but said he 
was concerned about 
people being “wrongly 
accused”.

“I assume nothing 
but good will come out 
of these revelations, even 
though some people get 
wrongly accused - there’s 
that side of it as well,” he 
said.

Several A-listers 
such as Angelina Jolie, 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Cara 
Delevingne, among others 
opened up about facing 
sexual harassment at the 
hands of Weinstein after 
The New York Times and 
The New Yorker expose in 
October.

The actor has worked 
with Kevin Spacey, who 
has also been accused of  
sexual harassment.

McKellen, who is 
homosexual, added the 
timing Spacey chose to 
come out was not ideal.

PTI

R
apper Eminem 
opened up about 
how hard it was for 
him to return to the 
recording studio after 

entering rehab for drug addiction 
in the early 2000s and said that 
people around him thought that 
he had brain damage.

While talking about his 
albums “Encore” and “Relapse”, 
the rapper said he was so “scat-
terbrained”, he felt like he would 
have to learn how to rap again, 
reports reports femalefirst.co.uk.

“’Encore’ was mediocre. And 
with ‘Relapse’ -- it 
was the best I could 
do at that point in 
time. (‘Relapse’) was 
a funny album for 
me because I was just 
starting back rapping 
after coming out of  
addiction. I was so 
scatterbrained that 

the people around me thought 
that I might have given myself  
brain damage,” Eminem told 
Vulture magazine.

“I was in this weird fog 
for months. Like, liter-
ally I wasn’t making 
sense; it had been so 
long since I’d done 
vocals without a 
ton of Valium and 
Vicodin. I almost 
had to relearn 
how to rap,” he 
added.

IANS

Gigi Hadid opens up about being trolled

M
odel Gigi Hadid feels upset when so-
cial media users slate her for an outfit, 
which initially made her feel “good” 
about herself when she first put it on.

“There are times when I put some-
thing crazy on, and then I go on Twitter and everyone’s 
like, ‘What are you wearing?’ I’m like, ‘I felt so excited 
to put that on, and it made me feel good to walk out the 
door’.

“Sometimes you don’t wake up feeling like you 
want to get dressed and walk out the door, so if you put 
on something that makes you turn into that character 
or just be excited about looking in the mirror, it makes 
it more fun to go outside,” Hadid told W magazine, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk. 

But Hadid finds it “frustrating” constantly being 
“judged” for her appearance.

“(I’m) trying to also understand that I will not ever 
be able to meet everyone in the world and prove myself  
to everyone in the world... (it’s) frustrating for me some-
times because I feel like I’m judged in a lot of ways 
online, and everyone is in that way,” she said.

IANS

M
icrosoft 
co-
founder 
Bill Gates 
says in a 

tough year like 2017, Ak-
shay Kumar-starrer “Toilet: 
Ek Prem Katha” emerged 
as one of the highlights for 
him.

The 62-year-old entre-
preneur and philanthropist 
gave a 10-tweet rundown 
for the year that is nearing 
its end, sharing some of  
posts that inspired him in 
2017.

“There’s no denying 
that 2017 was a really 
tough year...

but it also delivered 
some amazing moments 
of hope and progress. Here 
are some inspiring tweets 
that you may have missed,” 
Gates tweeted.

The business magnate 

shared a link discussing 
the importance of the 
Shree Narayan Singh 
directorial in addressing the 
health and hygiene issue 
which India continues to 
grapple with. “’Toilet: A 
Love Story’, a Bollywood 
romance about a newlywed 
couple, educated audiences 
about India’s sanitation 
challenge,” Gates wrote 
in the post, which was 
later retweeted by 
Akshay.

The film, re-
leased on August 
11, is based on 
the Swachch Bharat 
Abhiyaan, initiated by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

PTI
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Mitchell Starc’s

Rivaldo

Magnificent: India’s Mary Kom, five-time world boxing champion, mother of three and member of parlia-
ment.

Serena Williams began her latest tweets with a plea for help on how to ease her baby’s teething pain and 
a photo hinting she might be working on a comeback to defend her Australian Open title.

New Zealand lost three wickets before Ross Taylor (49*) played a sedate knock to guide his team to a 
five-wicket win.
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 Badminton players Saina Nehwal, Carolina Marin, Lee Yong Dae, Son Wan Ho, H S Prannoy, Sung Ji Hyun, 
Ajay Jayaram and others at the unveiling of the trophy during the kick off press conference of Premier 
Badminton League 2017-18, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

1st ODI: New Zealand beat 
West Indies by 5 wickets

Serena sorts out baby teething 
issues, hints at return

Russia Paralympic ban 
remains, decision on 
Pyeongchang in January

French judges probe claims that top 
cyclists use tiny hidden motors to cheat

Messi best in the world—Rivaldo

Former Arsenal 
midfielder Rosický retires

Starc has heel bruise, still 
doubtful for 4th Ashes Test

India’s Magnificent Mary driven by Ali in bid for more boxing gold

Saina, Carolina hit out at cramped BWF calendar
New Delhi ,  Dec.  20 
(IANS): Spanish badmin-
ton star Carolina Marin 
is on the same page with 
India’s Saina Nehwal, who 
on Wednesday hit out at 
the cramped schedule of  
the Badminton World Fed-
eration.

Addressing reporters 
at the launch of  the third 
edition of  the Premier 
Badminton League (PBL), 
Saina advocated for a five-
week Grand Slam tourna-
ment like tennis instead 
of  the various Superseries, 
held almost every week 
across the globe.

“Being a player, I can 
definitely say that it is not 
easy to play so many back 
to back tournaments.

If  you want to make 
badminton like tennis, you 
need to have four-five big 
five-week Grand Slam like 
tournament where you 
have big money,” Saina 
said.

Asked about the burden 
of  playing the Nationals 
in the middle of  a packed 
international calendar, the 
Hyderabadi shuttler said: 
“Nationals is not much of  

Prague, Dec. 20 (IANS): 
Former Arsenal midfielder 
Tomáš Rosický on Wednes-
day announced his retire-
ment from football at the 
age of 37.

The Czech made 170 ap-
pearances for Arsenal before 
moving to his boyhood club 
Sparta Prague in 2016. He 

also appeared in 149 fixtures 
for German football giants 
Borussia Dortmund. 

“After careful consid-
eration, I have realised I 
am no longer able to fully 
prepare my body for what 
the professional football re-
quires,” the midfielder said 
in a statement. 

Melbourne, Dec. 20 (AP): 
Scans on Australian fast 
bowler Mitchell Starc’s right 
heel show only bruising, but 
the leading wicket-taker in 
the Ashes remains in doubt 
for the fourth test against 
England.

Cricket Australia said 
today that lefthander Starc, 
who sustained the injury 
on the fourth day of  the 
Perth test where Australia 
regained the Ashes, would 
travel with the squad to 
Melbourne.

It also said Starc, who 
has taken 19 wickets in 
the series at an average of  
21.05, would be re-assessed 
before the start of the match 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on Dec. 26.

Australia, who have 
won the first three matches 
of  the five-match series, 
have placed bowler Jack-
son Bird on standby in its 
13-man squad and did not 
release him to play Twen-
ty20 cricket for the Sydney 
Sixers.

Bangalore, Dec. 20 (AFP): 
She is a five-time world 
champion, mother of three 
and member of parliament, 
but Indian boxer Mary 
Kom believes that at 35 
there is plenty more glory 
in the ring to come.

Dubbed “Magnificent 
Mary” for a glittering career 
that has already inspired a 
Bollywood biopic, veteran 
Kom last month defied crit-
ics who wrote her off  by 
winning a record fifth Asian 
women’s championships 
title in Vietnam.

Driven on by the legacy 
of  three-time world heavy-
weight champion Muham-
mad Ali, she has now set 
her sights on the Common-
wealth Games in April, and 
even the Tokyo Olympics in 
2020 where she hopes to im-
prove on the bronze medal 
she won in London.

“I am really inspired by 
Muhammad Ali, who was a 
legend across the world. He 
is my mentor and my only 
inspiration (is) his achieve-
ments,” she told AFP.

“And he was such a 
great boxer -- that is why I 

a burden as compared to 
BWF calendar. The nation-
als just last for three days 
whereas Superseries goes 
on for five days.

“You need to take into 
account the travel time 
also. It is very heavy on 
us players. And for Indi-
ans the next year is going 

to be tougher because of  
Asian Games and Com-
monwealth Games.

“World Champion-
ships take half  your en-
ergy, and if  you have a big 
tournament lined up just 
in two weeks time, you are 
challenging yourself  men-
tally and physically. 

“If  someone is nursing 
an injury, there is no time 
for the player to recuperate. 
There were a lot of  players 
who were playing last year 
but are not playing this 
year,” she added.

Still battling to return 
to full fitness after the knee 
surgery last year, Saina 

London, Dec. 20 (Reuters): 
The International Paralym-
pic Committee (IPC) said 
on Wednesday it was main-
taining its suspension of the 
Russian Paralympic Com-
mittee but had yet to make 
a final decision on whether 
it can compete at the 2018 
Winter Games in South Ko-
rea. In a statement, the IPC 
said it had also kept in place 
an interim measure for Rus-
sian athletes to compete 
as neutrals in qualification 
events across four winter 
sports: alpine skiing, biath-
lon, cross-country skiing 
and snowboard.

A final decision on 
whether Russian athletes 
can compete at the Games 
in Pyeongchang will be 
made in January.

The IPC imposed a 
blanket ban on Russia from 
the Rio Paralympics last 
year after revelations of  a 
systematic doping culture 
in the country -- a tougher 
stance than the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) who elected not 
to ban Russians from the 
Games in Brazil.

“Although the IPC Gov-
erning Board continues to 
be impressed at the level of  

co-operation and progress 
made so far by the RPC, it 
is united in its decision to 
maintain the suspension as 
the reinstatement criteria 
have not yet been met in 
full,” new IPC president 
Andrew Parsons said on 
Wednesday.

“The RPC is making 
headway with the IPC on 
three of the five remaining 
reinstatement criteria, how-
ever sadly, and much to our 
growing disappointment 
and frustration, there is a 
lack of  progress regarding 
an official response from 
the Russian authorities spe-
cifically and adequately 
addressing the McLaren 
findings and evidence.”

The McLaren report in 
2016 found more than 1,000 
Russian competitors in over 
30 sports had been involved 
in a conspiracy to conceal 
positive drug tests over a 
five-year period.

The IOC recently issued 
a ban on Russia for the Win-
ter Olympics which take 
place in South Korea from 
Feb. 9-25, although will al-
low “innocent” athletes to 
compete as neutrals.

The Winter Paralym-
pics begin on March 8.

Whangarei (New Zealand), Dec. 20 
(IANS): New Zealand defeated the West 
Indies by five wickets in the first One-Day 
International (ODI) match, taking a 1-0 
lead in the three-match series here on 
Wednesday.

Put in to bat, the Windies scored 
248/9. In reply, New Zealand overhauled 
the target with four overs remaining. 
George Worker (57), Colin Munro (49) 
and Ross Taylor (49 not out) were the ma-
jor contributors to New Zealand’s cause.

For the West Indies, opener Evin Lewis 
(76) and middle-order batsmen Rovman 
Powell (59) contributed handsomely.

Chasing 249, opener Worker and 
Munro got off  to a flying start as the pair 
forged a 108-run stand before Kesrick Wil-

liams dismissed Munro.
After adding a few more runs, Worker 

was also dismissed by Ashley Nurse.
But then, skipper Kane Williamson 

(38) and Taylor played sensibly and helped 
their team to get past the 170-run mark.

In the 32nd over, the skipper was sent 
packing by Jason Holder. At that time it 
was too late for the West Indies as New 
Zealand were almost close to the target.

Todd Astle (15), who was playing with 
Taylor, completed the proceeding and 
helped their team to take the crucial lead.

Brief  scores: West Indies 348/9 (Evin 
Lewis 76; Doug Bracewell 4/55) against 
New Zealand (249/5 George Worker 
57, Ross Taylor 49 not out; Jason Holder 
2/52)

Miami, Dec. 20 (AFP): 
Serena Williams says she 
has struggled with her baby 
daughter’s teething pain 
even as she tweeted a photo 
hinting she might be work-
ing on a comeback to de-
fend her Australian Open 
title.

The 23-time Grand 
Slam singles champion and 
former world number one 
drew sympathetic replies to 
Sunday tweets about baby 
daughter Alexis Olympia’s 
teething issues, complete 
with a photo, then posted 
another picture Monday of  
an empty tennis court look-
ing set up for the start of a 
workout.

The next Australian 
Open begins on January 
15 at Melbourne, which 

would be barely beyond 
four months after Williams 
gave birth to her daughter 
on September 1.

Williams began her lat-
est tweets on Sunday with a 
plea for help on how to ease 
the torment of teething.

“Teething- aka the devil 
- is so hard,” tweeted Wil-
liams. “Poor Alexis Olym-
pia has been so uncomfort-
able. She cried so much (she 
never cries) I had to hold 
her until she fell asleep. I’ve 
tried amber beads... cold 
towels.... chew on mom-
mies fingers.... homeopath-
ic water (lol on that one) 
but......

“Nothing is working. 
It’s breaking my heart. I 
almost need my mom to 
come and hold me to sleep 

cause I’m so stressed. Help? 
Anyone??”

Among the advices she 
received -- “try a wet wash-
cloth for the baby let her 
chew it.” On Monday, there 
was no mention of teething 
but a photo of  the open 
court, a racquet bag leaning 
on a stool with towels and 
a bicycle nearby serving 
notice that Williams might 
have found a cure for her-
self  with the next Grand 
Slam tournament only four 
weeks away.

Williams has said she 
intended to defend the 
crown she won earlier this 
year while unknowingly 
pregnant but has not con-
firmed any firm plans to 
play in Melbourne since the 
birth of her daughter.

conceded that she could 
have possibly played a few 
more tournaments had the 
BWF calendar been a bit 
more flexible.

“When I was recover-
ing from my injury, I con-
centrated on just one part, 
so I couldn’t train on other 
areas. So my fitness wasn’t 
100 percent. But then again 
I had to take some time off  
after the World Champion-
ship.”

Echoing the views of  
the former World No.1 In-
dian, Marin said: “I totally 
agree with what Saina said 
on the scheduling. There 
are so many tournaments 
that we hardly find any 
time to recover.

“I can understand her 
views although as a Span-
ish I cannot participate 
in the Asian Games and 
Commonwealth Games. 

It’s going to be really, 
really tough. But we can’t 
help it and its better to fo-
cus on our game,” the Rio 
Olympics gold medallist 
added.

The third edition of  the 
eight-team PBL starts in 
Guwahati on Dec. 23.

am still able to do this.”
The Asian title in No-

vember was her first gold 
at international level since 
winning the Asian Games 
in 2014.

But Kom has long re-
jected the doubts of  those 
who have highlighted her 
age and questioned her abil-
ity to combine boxing with 

being a mother and an MP 
in India’s upper house.

“I am still fit. Some 
people talk about the X-
factor and say ‘she cannot 
perform’. That is always the 
mindset.

“So I say there is no X-
factor ... I have more experi-
ence and I am getting better 
and better,” added Kom.

In her bid for gold, she 
has dropped back down 
to the 48kg category she 
fought in when she first 
grabbed headlines at the 
2001 world championships.

“The Games will soon 
be here,” she said refer-
ring to the Commonwealth 
event in Australia’s Gold 
Coast. “I am trying my best 

to improve day-by-day.”
Kom said the Indian 

government and much-crit-
icised Boxing Federation of  
India (BFI) were providing 
“good facilities” so she has 
no excuses for not being 
ready.
Early struggle
It is a far cry from recent 
years. Infighting in the In-
dian federation led to Kom 
failing to make the 2016 Rio 
Olympics. No Indian boxers 
took part in qualifying.

“It was very unfortu-
nate because the reason 
was there was no federa-
tion, they were fighting each 
other to hold power, be 
president,” said Kom.

But businessman Ajay 
Singh’s election as BFI pres-
ident last year has ended the 
turmoil.

Like her hero Ali, Kom 
had her own struggles grow-
ing up, with her rise from an 
impoverished family in the 
remote northeastern state of  
Manipur being made into a 
2014 Bollywood movie star-
ring Priyanka Chopra.

“In the beginning it 
was difficult to get my own 

gloves, it was difficult to 
even buy one glove and 
my family did not support 
me in the beginning,” Kom 
said.

“They were worried 
that if  I got injured, who 
will take the responsibility?

“Everything moves with 
money only. If  we want 
something to eat or to buy 
clothes or do anything, 
without money you can’t 
do anything,” she said with 
a laugh. Blessed with three 
sons, Kom is now happy 
juggling roles as a mother, 
lawmaker and gym owner. 
But she insists that boxing 
remains her top priority.

“That is obviously very 
difficult. People might also 
say how can she maintain 
all these things? How can 
she keep performing? It is a 
question of will and mind-
set,” she said.

“Whether I am going 
to a parliament session or 
programme or my own 
personal programme, that is 
secondary. The first priority 
is training, the rest comes 
second and that is why I am 
still performing.”

Paris, Dec. 20 (IANS): 
Two French judges have 
been designated the task 
of  opening a preliminary 
probe into whether top 
international cyclists have 
cheated by using tiny elec-
tric motors hidden in their 
bicycles, as revealed by a 
satirical weekly newspaper 
on Wednesday.

Le Canard Enchaîné 
said Claire Thépaut and 
Serge Tournaire, two fi-
nancial prosecutors, were 
tasked with investigating 
the links between interna-
tional cycling teams and 
private companies after the 
allegations came to light 
at the start of  the year, 
reports Efe. 

“A corrupt deal was 
signed at the highest level 
of  international cycling 
that  benef i ted promi-
nent riders,” Le Canard 

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 20 
(IANS): Brazilian legend 
Rivaldo said football super-
star Lionel Messi is current-
ly the best in the world and 
he would have loved to play 
along side the Argentine.

“I would like to play 
with Messi, it would be 
amazing. He is the best 
of  the world, the one who 
makes more differences,” 
the attacking midfielder 
who won the La Liga title 
twice with Barcelona was 
quoted as saying by goal.
com on Tuesday. 

“I would like to play 
with Messi, it would be 
amazing. He is the best 
of  the world, the one who 
makes more differenc-
es,” Rivaldo added.  The 
45-year-old also said foot-
ball was far more difficult 
during his time and the 
current generation lacks the 

same level of competition. 
“In my time there were 

more players than today 
challenging for being the 
best in the world,

“I remember Figo, Del 
Piero or Totti, now you 
always hear about the same 

players and I am pretty 
sure I could challenge with 
Messi and Ronaldo because 
football was harder in my 
times,” Rivaldo who scored 
35 goals in 74 appearances 
for Brazil from 1993 to 2003 
said.

Enchaîné said, alleging the 
pact had allowed for the il-
legal installation of  hi-tech 
electric motors into bicycle 
frames used by some of  
the world’s top cyclists. 

The judges suspected 
that the small motors were 
impossible to detect dur-
ing the standard control 

tests conducted by the In-
ternational Cyclist Union 
(UCI), which has carried 
out 50,000 such tests so 
far this year, 4,000 of  those 
during the Tour de France. 
Le Canard Enchaîné of-
fers satirical coverage of  
current events but also 
exposes political scandals.



Manchester City goalkeeper Claudio Bravo celebrates after the penalty shootout.

Olivier Giroud

Merang Jamir (middle) runs five shooting clubs in Nagaland.
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D Ballers from D Khel Kohima village, winner of the tournament with the organisers and other at the 
Chetheba local ground on Wed.

EM Images

Players of SZFF (Blue) and Adroit Boys posing for lens with tournament officials before the final match at 
the DBS ground, Sechu Zubza on Dec. 20.

EM Images

Tongpangsanger (B) club members with organisers, Rocky Club members and other officials at 
Chuchuyimlang. 

EM Images

City beats Leicester in shootout 
to reach League Cup semis

Arsenal striker Giroud 
to miss Liverpool fixture

Bringing succour by helping 
others gun for glory

D Ballers are Chetheba Open Basketball champions

Tongpangsanger (B) Club clinch 
Marsosang football trophy

Vidarbha inch closer 
to maiden Ranji final

SZFF wins penalty shoot-out tournament

London, Dec. 20 (AP): 
Manchester City kept alive 
their hopes of  a quadruple 
as they beat Leicester 4-3 
on penalties to reach the 
semifinals of  the English 
League Cup.

A r s e n a l  a r e  a l s o 
through after beating West 
Ham 1-0.

City goalkeeper Clau-
dio Bravo saved Riyad 
Mahrez's spot kick for the 
decisive moment following 
a 1-1 draw after regulation 
and extra time.

Ja m i e  Va r d y  a l s o 
missed in the shootout for 
Leicester.

Bernado Silva's first-
half  goal looked to have 
given the visitors the win, 

but Vardy scored a stop-
page-time penalty to take it 
beyond 90 minutes.

City can still take a 
clean sweep of  trophies 
this term with Guardiola's 
side 11 points clear at the 
top of  the Premier League 
and in the knockout stages 
of  the Champions League.

But Guardiola down-
played the chance of  a qua-
druple.

"That is not going to 
happen. Of  course not," 
he said.

"Come on, that isn't 
real. What we're living isn't 
real.

The situation of  win-
ning 16 or 17 games in a 
row in the league and quali-

fying for the Champions 
League before we finished 
the group stage, and now 
we're here playing with a 
lot of  young players. That 
is not normal.

"In football you drop 
points and you lose com-
petitions. I am not thinking 
about how many titles, I 
am thinking about the next 
game." 

Kelechi Iheanacho, 
who moved from City to 
Leicester for 25 million 
pounds in the summer, 
struggled to make an im-
pact before he helped his 
old club to a 26th-minute 
opener.

Iheanacho al lowed 
Yaya Toure to take the ball, 

Gundogan strode forward 
to find Silva and the winger 
prodded the ball under the 
onrushing Ben Hamer.

Leicester rattled City 
and eventually equalized 
in the seventh of  eight min-
utes of  stoppage time when 
Kyle Walker tangled with 
Demarai Gray in the area 
and Vardy buried the penal-
ty. Both sides had chances 
in extra time before the 
shootout, where Christian 
Fuchs, Harry Maguire and 
Vicente Iborra scored for 
Leicester while Ilkay Gun-
dogan, Yaya Toure, Lukas 
Nmecha and Gabriel Jesus 
netted for City.

But, at 4-3, Vardy's pen-
alty hit the post and Bravo 

dived to his left to deny 
Mahrez.

Elsewhere, Danny Wel-
beck scored the only goal 
of  a forgettable game as 
Arsenal booked a place in 
the semifinals for the first 
time in six years.

Arsenal and West Ham 
shared a goalless draw in 
their Premier League meet-
ing at the London Stadium 
last week.

It was Welbeck's first 
goal  s ince his  double 
against Bournemouth on 
Sept. 9. He bundled home 
from close range after Ma-
thieu Debuchy headed 
Francis Coquelin's perfect 
pass across goal to find the 
England international.

London, Dec. 20 (IANS): 
Arsenal key striker Ol-
ivier Giroud will miss the 
English Premiere League 
(EPL) clash with Liver-
pool on Friday following 
his suspected hamstring 
injury against West Ham.

The Frenchman was 
called off  the field after 
pulling his muscle with 
just 13 minutes remaining 
in the EFL Cup quarter-
final at the Emirates sta-
dium. Arsenal went on 
to win the match 1-0 on 
Tuesday. 

"It doesn't look very 
good for him (Giroud)," 
Arsenal coach Arsene 
Wenger was quoted as 
saying by Sky Sports on 
Wednesday.

"I think he's out of  

Friday night.
"Nowadays you do the 

scan 48 hours after the in-
jury. That will happen on 
Thursday, then we'll have 
a precise kind of  grade on 

what his hamstring is.
"When you listen to 

him, the pain is quite big, 
but the grade is not always 
linked with the intensity of  
the pain," Wenger added.

Kohima Bureau
Chetheba Town, Dec. 20 
(EMN): D Ballers from 
D Khel Kohima village 
emerged as the champi-
ons of  the first edition of  
Winter Open Basketball 
Challenger  after beating 
Team Junior Runumole 
53-35 in the final match 
here at Chetheba town lo-
cal ground on Wednesday.

Point guard Ruokuo-
vilie Kire and small for-
ward Dziesekhrietou Kire 
led the way for D Ballers 
as they totaled 27 and 15 
points respectively as the 
team beat their rival team 
Runumole by a margin 
of  18 points in the final 
match. 

In the match D. Ballers 

Kohima Bureau
Sechu Zubza, Dec. 20 
(EMN):  Sechu Zubza 
Football  Fans (SZFF) 
defeated Adroit Boys to 
emerge the champions 
at the 1st Open Penalty 
Shoot-out Tournament 
organised by

Sechu Zubza Students’ 
Union (SZSU).  SZFF 
clinched the title from 
among 15 teams which 
took part in the compe-
tition held at the Don 
Bosco School ground, Se-

chu Zubza. Veteran Club 
bagged the third place, 
following their victory 
against SZSU. On their 
road to lift the title, SZFF 
overcame Veteran Club in 
the semifinals, while they 
overcame Five Kickers of  
Kiruphema in the quar-
ters. As for the individual 
awards, Khobu Tsolo of  
SZFF bagged the title for 
the “most consistent kick-
er”, while the best keeper 
award was given to Visak-
holie Medoze of  Sechu 

Zubza Youth Organisa-
tion. Earlier, the inaugural 
function was graced by 
Viliehu Nguzhu,

pres ident ,  Angami 
Sports Association as the 
chief  guest. The first prize 
was jointly sponsored 
by Thepfuneituo Rino 
and Visanyuzo Kuotsu, 
while the second prize 
was jointly sponsored by 
Seyielhoukho Sechu and 
Metseilhouthie Mor. The 
third prize was sponsored 
by Keviserie Talie.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 20 
(EMN): Tongpangsanger 
(B) Club, Chuchuyimlang, 
thrashed their senior team 
to clinch the 11th Marso-
sang football trophy by a 
score line of 6-1. 

The final match played 
at GHS Chuchuyimlang 
football ground was graced 
by S.T Nokdang Long-
kumer, District Education 
Officer, Mokokchung as the 
chief guest.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Longkumer said that 
will power and teamwork 
was the foundation for an 
individual or a team to ac-

complish their set goals.
He also encouraged the 

players by stating that they 
are well respected and ap-
plauded by everyone ac-
cording to his performance 
in the ground just like a 
student is feted for his aca-
demic excellence in school.

Earl ier  in the pro-
gramme, Naro, Associate 
Pastor (W) Chuchuyim-
lang Baptist Church of-
fered the invocation and 
L.Meren Pongener, orga-
nising committee member 
delivered the vote of thanks. 
Tiajungla Longkumtsur 
presented a special song 
and the programme was 

compered by Temsu and 
Asangla.

Player of the tourna-
ment - Sentionen, Marso-
sang FC

Most promising play-
er - Angumshijung, Arka 
united FC

Highest goal scorer-
Awang ,Tongpangsanger(B)

Best defender -Tong-
pangnungshi, Tongpang-
sanger (A)

Best  goalkeeper  - 
Nungsanguanger, Tong-
pangsanger (A)

Champions - Tong-
pangsanger (B)

Runner-up - Tongpang-
sanger (A)

Merang Jamir still remembers the times 
when the sound of  a gunshot sent shivers 
down the spines of  those residing in the 
hilly tracts of  Nagaland.It was the early 
‘90s and insurgency was at its peak. Skir-
mishes between Naga nationalists and the 
Indian security forces was a daily affair. 
The local populace was affected the most, 
traumatised by the exchange of  gunfire. 
Bullets were rained and devastation was 
widespread.Though this has reduced in 
our times, those days of  mayhem inspired 
Merang, who is now 60, to do the un-
thinkable: use the poison as the antidote.

Thus was born the idea of  having 
shooting classes for his village’s residents. 
It served as a platform to help them get 
acclimated to the sound of  gunfire for 
reducing their trauma. But for Merang, 
who participated in the 1994 national 
shooting championship, it was just the 
beginning.Merang now runs five shooting 
clubs across the state, and also owns a 
shooting range, a first-of-its-kind in Na-
galand.Sitting in his sea-side hotel room 
near Kovalam beach, Merang, president 
of  the Nagaland Rifle Association and an 
ISSF judge, felt that Nagas can easily find 
a foothold in the sport as they need not be 
taught about how to handle guns. “Nagas 
love weapons,” he said with a chuckle.

Quite a few aspects of  their culture 
may have changed with time, but the Na-
gas’ penchant for shooting hasn’t died, ac-
cording to Merang. “There is not a single 
Naga home where people don’t know 
how to shoot. They still hunt animals and 

birds with air guns. It’s a matter of  time 
before they learn how to follow Olympic 
rules and gun down medals.”Merang is 
the only person in Nagaland authorised to 
give training to shooters and those inter-
ested in starting shooting clubs. Merang 
says that he does it out of  passion and 
spends from his pocket.

His first shooting field — a 10m 
range — was built atop his four-storeyed 
building in Dimapur in 2008. Eight years 
later, he spent a whopping ̀ 4 crore to buy 
five acres of  land, where he built a range 
suitable for all events.“I don’t ask for any 
government help as it takes time. I am not 
going to waste my time waiting,” the pre-
nationals masters winner said. Merang, 
a member of  the Ao tribe, vouches that 
Naga shooters have innate shooting 
skills, but require fine-tuning. He has 
earmarked five more years of  his life for 
training them. Before shooting caught his 
interest, Merang was into music. To help 
Naga musicians, he conducted auditions, 
with winners being given free access to a 
recording studio owned by him. Named 
Summer Jam, these auditions were held 
for nine years. Several of  his finds went 
on to perform at the International Horn-
bill Rock Contest.

His wife Chizou Jamir is from the 
Angami tribe, and she has no qualms with 
her husband spending his fortune on the 
“bursting game”. “Even if  I complain, 
he won’t listen. Shooting is in his blood,” 
she said. 

(Courtesy: New Indian Express)  

were leading by eight 
points with 25-15 against 
Team Junior Runumole till 
the second quarter.

D. Ballers team contin-
ued their lead as Ruokuo-
vilie helped the team to 
score a total of  53-35 at the 

end of  the match. 
Point guard Ruvezo 

Swuro scored 12 points for 
Team Junior Runumole 

but it was not enough for 
the team.

Choseta Swuro, teach-
er, Government Middle 
School Thenyizumi gave 
away the awards in the 
closing ceremony. The 
champions D. Ballers 
walked home richer with a 
cash prize of  INR 20,000 
along with citations while 
the runner-up team Junior 
Runumole received a cash 
prize of  INR 10,000. The 
two day event was organ-
ised by Team Huskers.

While in the open cat-
egory, Vesacho Resu won 
the two-point shooting 
competition and Vesato 
Nyekha was the winner 
for three-point shooting 
competition.

Kolkata, Dec. 20 (PTI): 
Vidarbha stood on the 
verge of  making their 
maiden Ranji Trophy final 
as they left fancied Karna-
taka, chasing 198, in a spot 
of  bother at 111 for seven 
on the fourth day of  their 
last-four clash, here today.

At stumps on the pen-
ultimate day, Karnataka 
skipper R Vinay Kumar 
(19) and Shreyas Gopal (1) 
were batting at the Eden 
Gardens.

Resuming at 195 for 
four and with a lead of  
only 79, Vidarbha relied 
on a solid 55 from Aditya 
Sarwate, whose primary 
duty is to take wickets 
with his left-arm spin 
bowling, to reach 313 be-
fore being all out.

Overnight on 71, Ga-
nesh Satish was castled by 
Abhimanyu Mithun for 
addition of  only 10 more 
runs.

R Vinay Kumar and 
allrounder Stuart Binny 
picked up three wickets 
apiece and Sreenath Ara-
vind had two to his name.

Chasing a modest total 
with more than a day to 
spare, Karnataka were off  
to a disastrous start as they 
lost Mayank Agarwal (3) 
quickly.

Ravikumar Samarth 
(24) and Dega Nischal 

(7) got out in quick suc-
cession, but the big blow 
was dealt on Karnataka 
when Karun Nair (30 off  
41 balls) was caught be-
hind off  the bowling of  
Gurbani.

C M Gautam, too, 
was dismissed by Gurbani 
as Karnataka, seeking to 
reach their third Ranji 
final in five years, found 
themselves in a precarious 
position.

Both Gurubani and 
Siddesh Neral extracted 
a lot of  movement and 
bounce from the fourth 
day pitch to trouble the 
Karnataka batsmen.

At tea Karnataka were 
69/3 with Nair and Gau-
tam in the middle.

First-innings centurion 
Nair and Gautam tried to 
forge a partnership but 
Nair departed after mak-
ing a fluent 30.

Wickets fell in regular 
intervals for Karnataka 
with the batsmen looking 
clueless against Gurbani.

Earlier, Satish and Ak-
shay Wadkar stitched a 
partnership of  72 runs for 
the fifth wicket to stretch 
Vidarbha's lead.

The lower middle-or-
der, led by Sarwate, con-
tributed handsomely with 
the bat to take the team to-
tal past the 300-run mark.


