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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
I don't know why the 
ministers are fighting  

all the time...  
Why can't they be like us?

In life, as in chess, 
forethought wins.

~ Charles Buxton

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVI  NO. 347  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2017

EASTERN MIRROR

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 12°
Agartala 27° 16°
Gangtok 21° 08°
Guwahati 26° 13°
Imphal 22° 09°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 20° 06°
Delhi 23° 12°
Kolkata 25° 14°
Chennai 31° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19.8° 6.8°
DIMAPUR 25.2° 16.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 62%
DIMAPUR NIL 98%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Citing shortage, Centre asks states to send IAS officers

‘Reconciled’ DAN govt. announces new cabinet Daily power-cuts in five 
upper districts of Nagaland

Patton seeks Wokha 
representation in cabinet

India tops list of migrants 
living abroad at 17 mn – UN

LS disrupted over Modi's 
allegation against Manmohan

BJP, Congress dare each 
other after Gujarat verdict 

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Milind to marry his 26-yr-old 
girlfriend Ankita Konwar | P10

Dimapur, Dec. 19 
(EMN): The establish-
ment of  executive engi-
neer, Mokokchung trans-
mission division of  the 
department of  Power has 
informed that rationing of  
power distribution in the 
five districts of  Mokok-
chung, Tuensang, Mon, 
Zunheboto and Longleng 
will continue for an un-
specified period. 

“This is for the kind 
information to all es-
teemed electricity con-
sumers under 5 districts 
of  Nagaland namely 
Mokokchung, Tuen-

sang, Mon, Zunheboto 
and Longleng that due 
to power shortage in the 
Grid, load shedding has 
been imposed for one 
hour each in the morn-
ing and evening. The 
load shedding will con-
tinue till the power situ-
ation improves and the 
load shedding hours may 
even increase if  the pow-
er shortage in the Grid 
increases. All affected 
electricity consumers are 
requested to kindly bear 
with the situation,” read 
a press release from the 
department on Tuesday. 

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
Legislator from Wokha, Y 
Patton – who was recently 
sacked as the Home Min-
ister – has appealed Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang to 
induct at least one repre-
sentative from Wokha dis-
trict into the latest cabinet 
ministry. 

In a letter to the chief  
minister on Tuesday, Pat-
ton stated that the recent 
sacking of  legislators has 
‘deeply hurt’ the senti-

ments of  the Lotha com-
munity “as no cabinet min-
ister representing Wokha 
district has been inducted 
in the ministry in spite of  
being a major tribe in the 
state of  Nagaland”.

Patton requested – “in 
the interest of  equal and 
balance representation in 
the popular government – 
the chief  minister to con-
sider the induction of  at 
least one cabinet minister 
from Wokha district.

New York, Dec. 19 (PTI): 
India has topped the list 
of  people living abroad 
at 17 million with about 
5 million Indians residing 
in the Gulf  region alone, 
according to a new UN 
report.

Mexico, Russia, Chi-
na, Bangladesh, Syria, 
Pakistan and Ukraine 
also have large migrant 
populations living abroad, 
ranging from 6 to 11 mil-
lion each, according to the 
2017 International Migra-
tion Report.

In 2017, India was the 
largest country of  origin 
of  international migrants 
at 17 million, followed 
by Mexico at 13 million. 
Other countries of  origin 
with large migrant popu-
lations include the Russia 
at 11 million, China at 10 
million, Bangladesh at 7 
million, Syria at 7 million 
and Pakistan and Ukraine 
at 6 million each.

The number of  mi-
grants from India now 
reside in multiple destina-
tion countries, including 
the United Arab Emirates 
at 3 million, the US and 
Saudi Arabia at 2 mil-
lion each, the report said. 
There are now an esti-
mated 258 million people 
living in a country other 
than their country of  birth 
— an increase of  49% 
since 2000, it added.

International migra-
tion is a critical concern 
for the implementation of  
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, 
the report said.

“Reliable data and 
evidence are critical to 
combat misperceptions 
about migration and to in-
form migration policies,” 
said Liu Zhenmin, UN 
department of  economic 
and social affairs’s under-
secretary-general. “These 
new estimates of  numbers 
of  international migrants 
around the world will pro-
vide an important base-
line for Member States as 
they begin their negotia-
tions on the Global Com-
pact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration,” Liu 
said.

The report shows that 
international migration 
makes an important con-
tribution to population 
growth in many parts of  
the world and even re-
verses population decline 
in some countries or ar-
eas. Between 2000 and 
2015, migration contrib-
uted 42% of  the popula-
tion growth in Northern 
America and 31% in Oce-
ania. In Europe, the size 
of  the total population 
would have declined dur-
ing the period 2000-2015 
in the absence of  migra-
tion.

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (IANS): The Lok 
Sabha was disrupted on Tuesday as Con-
gress members sought to raise the allega-
tions levelled by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi against his predecessor Manmohan 
Singh, forcing an adjournment halfway 
through the Question Hour.

The Congress MPs later walked out 
over the issue. As soon as the House met, 
Congress members tried to raise the mat-
ter but Speaker Sumitra Mahajan denied 
them permission and went ahead with the 
Question Hour.

The members, however, trooped near 
the Speaker's podium and continued to 
raise slogans demanding an apology from 
Modi. "All elections are over, the things 
that are said on the roads shall not come 
to Parliament... I am not allowing you to 
raise the issue," Mahajan said.

Even then, the agitated members did 
not stop. Mahajan slammed the Congress 
for disrupting the Winter Session of  Par-
liament, which they insisted on conven-
ing.

"Again and again I am requesting you, 
don't disrupt the Question Hour. As per 
rules I cannot allow and I will not allow.... 
When the Winter Session had not started, 
you were asking for it. Now you are dis-

rupting the session... I am sorry, please 
don't do that.

"You don't want the session to run, 
give it in writing," she added. The Speaker 
then adjourned the House till 12 noon. 
When the House met again, the Congress 
members continued their protest.

The House went ahead with the Zero 
Hour, with a few members also complain-
ing about the ruckus. Before Mahajan 
adjourned the House for lunch, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar 
slammed the Congress.

"Whatever the Congress did today is 
shameful and condemnable. They raised 
an issue and came to the well of  the house, 
which is wrong in itself. They also tried to 
run their own proceedings from the well. 
Mallikarjun Kharge without permission 
tried to read out a whole speech. This is 
an insult of  the Chair," he said.

"I strongly condemn their act. May 
God give them sense," the minister added. 
Modi, during the Gujarat Assembly polls, 
had claimed that during a dinner meeting 
at Congress leader Mani Shankar Aiyar's 
house, Manmohan Singh discussed the 
Gujarat polls with Pakistan's High Com-
missioner to India and former Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri. 

saying the Congress was "on 
the verge of extinction". 

Speaking outside Parlia-
ment, the Congress leader 
questioned Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's credibility 
over his silence on corrup-
tion charges including BJP 
President Amit Shah's son 
Jay Shah's meteoric busi-
ness rise.

He dismissed Modi's 
statement that the Gujarat 
verdict was in approval 
of the BJP's development 
agenda and the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST).

The 47-year-old Con-
gress President said Modi 
did not speak about de-
velopment, GST and note 
ban in any of his election 
speeches. "It has raised 
questions about Modiji's 
credibility. Frankly, Modiji 
has a credibility problem," 
Gandhi said, a day after 
the Congress lost to the 
BJP both in Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh.

Modi remarked on 
Monday that the Gujarat 
verdict showed that the 
campaign of casteism had 
been defeated by develop-
ment.

"I am talking about 
credibility. Modiji spoke 
non-stop about corruption 
but didn't utter a word on 
Jay Shah and (French fight-
er jets) Rafale. The nation 
wants to know why Modiji 
is not speaking a word on 
the Rafale scam and on 
how Jay Shah converted 
Rs 50,000 into Rs 80 crore 
in three months. This is the 
credibility issue," Gandhi 
said.

The BJP quickly reject-
ed Gandhi's charges, saying 
Modi's credibility was at an 
all time high "not just in In-
dia but globally".

"The credibility of the 
Congress and Rahul Gan-
dhi is at an all time low," 
Union minister Ananth 
Kumar said. The BJP on 
Monday won 99 of the 182 
seats -- felling far short of  
Amit Shah's pledge to bag 
150 seats. The Congress im-

proved its tally and got 80 
seats along with its allies.

Kumar's cabinet col-
league and BJP leader Pra-
kash Javadekar said Gandhi 
was twisting and giving a 
new definition to the BJP's 
poll victory and Congress' 
loss.

"Today, the BJP is in 
power in 19 states. In all as-
sembly constituency seats 
of Amethi (Gandhi's Parlia-
mentary constituency), in 
Uttar Pradesh, they fought 
(civic polls) from 400 seats 
but could only manage 
seven.

"Where is the Congress? 
The Congress is on the verge 
of extinction while the BJP 
is rising." Javadekar sarcas-
tically said that due to the 
Congress' repeated electoral 
defeats since 2014, Gandhi 
had "no choice but to con-
sider its losses as victory".

Slamming the Gandhi 
scion for questioning the 
36 Rafale fighter jets deal 
with France, Javadekar 
said: "The government-to-
government Rafale deal is 
fully transparent as no mid-
dlemen, commission or cor-
ruption is involved in it.

"It is not Bofors... it is 
Rafale. And it is an example 
of transparency."  Javadekar 
also defended Jay Shah's 
business rise, saying Gan-
dhi was confused by the dif-
ference between turnover, 
profit and loss.

"Jay Shah's company 
made a turnover of Rs 80 
crore but at the end he in-
curred losses. And Rahul 
Gandhi is questioning Mo-
di's silence on that," he said, 
asking Gandhi to explain 
the difference in the nature 
of the businesses of Jay 
Shah and his brother-in-law 
Robert Vadra.

"Jay Shah did not get 
any government contract 
or tender and incurred 
losses in his business. But 
Vadra bought the land for 
Rs 8 crore and got the loan 
amount of the same amount 
from the person from whom 
he bought the land".

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 19 
(EMN): Following the 
reconciliation between 
Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang and Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) president Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
a major reshuffle in the 
ministry has taken effect: 
six ministers, three advi-
sors and five parliamenta-
ry secretaries sacked, and 
six new ministers and 10 
advisors appointed as of  
Dec. 19.

A late evening official 
order on Dec. 19 notified 
the allocation of  portfo-
lios and the business of  

the government amongst 
cabinet ministers. While 
most of  the cabinet minis-
ters retained their previous 
portfolios, newly inducted 
minister Kuzholuzo Nienu 
was given Home; SI Jamir 
a combination of  Urban 
Development and Mu-
nicipal Affairs while P 
Longon got Geology and 
Mining as well as Border 
Affairs; CL John got Rural 
Development; Y Vikheho 
Swu was allotted National 
Highways; and P Paiwang 
Konyak elevated as minis-
ter while retaining his pre-
vious portfolio of  Trans-
port and Aviation.

Messi receives awards for top 
scorer, best player in La Liga |  P11

Sl. 
No. Name Department

1. TR Zeliang, Chief  
Minister

Finance, P&AR and 
portfolios not allotted to 
other ministers.

Cabinet Ministers

Sl. 
No. Name Department

1. G Kaito Aye Roads & Bridges and 
Political Affairs

2. Imkong L Imchen Health & Family Welfare, 
Elections & Parliamentary 
Affairs

3. Kuzholuzo Nienu Home

4. C Kipili Sangtam Power

5. Imtilemba 
Sangtam

Cooperation, Relief  & 
Rehabilitation & Chairman, 
MARCOFED

6. SI Jamir Urban Develipment and 
Municipal Affairs

7. P Longon Geology & Mining and 
Border Affairs

8. C L John Rural Development

9. Y Vikheho Swu National Highways

10. P Paiwang Konyak Transport & Civil Aviation

11 Kejong Chang Horticulture, DB & GB

Meanwhile, in su-
persession of  the govern-
ment notification dated 
July 26 last, the chief  
minister has on Tuesday 

appointed the following 
as advisors to the govern-
ment of  Nagaland in the 
status of  cabinet minister 
with immediate effect:

Sl. 
No. Name Department

1. Dr. TM Lotha Treasuries & Accounts and 
LMCP

2. EE Pangteang Planning & Co-ordination
3. Chotisuh Sazo Social Welfare
4. Yitachu School Education
5. S Pangnyu Phom DUDA and NEPED
6. Nuklutoshi Food & Civil Supplies
7. Naiba Konyak State Lotteries, NBDA and 

NBHM
8. N Thongwang 

Konyak
Environment,  Forest  & 
Climate Change

9. Pukhayi Soil & Water Conservation 
and NSDMA

10. N Thomas Lotha H i g h e r  &  Te c h n i c a l 
Education

11. Hukavi Zhimomi Jails, Science & Technology, 
Home Guards and Civil 
Defence and Chairman 
NKVIB.

12. Vikho Yhoshu Mechanical Engineering, 
Chairman, NSMDC

13. R Tohanba Labour & Employment & 
Skill Development

14. T Torechu Evaluation, NRLM
15. Tovihoto Ayemi Irrigation & Flood Control, 

SIRD
16. Jacob Zhimomi PHE

Also, in supersession of  
the same notification, the 
chief  minister has allotted 

the following departments 
to the parliamentary secre-
taries:

Sl. 
No. Name Department

1. C Apok Jamir Tourism
2. Dr. Benjongliba 

Aier
CAWD & Taxes

3. Shetoyi Fisheries and Printing & 
Stationery

4. BS Nganlang Land Resources 
Development & Excise

5. Imtikumzuk Information & Public 
Relations and Sericulture

6. Dr. Longrineken Information Technology 
& Communication and 
Chairman, Development 
Authority of  Nagaland 
(DAN) and NBRM.

7. L Khumo Land Revenue, VG 
and Women Resources 
Development

8. Levi Rengma Housing
9. Picto Shohe Justice & Law
10. Amenba Yaden Industries & Commerce and 

NIDC
11. YM Yolow Agriculture
12. Toyang Changkong 

Chang
NRC and Fire & Emergency 
Service

13. S Chuba 
Longkumer

Veterinary & Animal 
Husbandry

14. Eshak Konyak Art & Culture and 
Chairman NHHDC

15. Khekaho Assumi Youth Resources & Sports 
and Music Task Force

16. Kropol Vitsu Economics & Statistics and 
SCERT

10 advisors sworn-in 
Ten legislators have been 
sworn in as advisors to the 
government of  Nagaland 
on Dec. 19 at a swearing-in 
ceremony held at the State 
Banquet Hall, Kohima. 

They include EE Pan-
gteang, Chotisuh Sazo, 
Yitachu, N Thongwang 
Konyak, N Thomas Lotha, 
Vikho-o Yhoshü, R To-
hanba, T Torechu, Tovi-
hoto Ayemi and Jacob 
Zhimomi. Besides Lotha 
and Zhimomi, who are in-
dependent MLAs, the rest 
are all from NPF party. 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
administered the oath of  
office and secrecy to the 
new advisors.

On Dec. 18, the state 
government had terminat-
ed the appointment of  three 
advisors- Noke Wangnao 
(PHE), CM Chang (Plan-
ning and Coordination) and 

Deo Nukhu (Higher Edu-
cation, NHBM) and five 
parliamentary secretaries- 
Pohwang Konyak (Evalua-
tion, NRLM), Merentoshi 
R Jamir (Social Welfare), 
Zhaleo Rio (Municipal 
Affairs), Namri Nchang 
(Sericulture, HG and Civil 
Defence, NBRM) and Nei-
phrezo Keditsu (Labour 
and Employment and Skill 
Development). This takes 
the toll of  MLAs whose 
appointment with portfo-
lio were sacked to 13, ever 
since the chief  minister rec-
onciled with NPF supremo 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
recently on Dec.8 after they 
had a bitter fallout in July 
last. EE Pangteang, though 
dropped from the previous 
cabinet, was retained was 
an Advisor with cabinet 
status in the latest realloca-
tion.

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (PTI): Cit-
ing a shortage of  IAS bureaucrats 
at the middle-level, the Narendra 
Modi government has asked all 
states to spare more officers for 
central deputation, according to 
an official communique.

A total of  493 posts out of  
1,051 ones earmarked for IAS of-
ficers on central deputation are 
filled, leaving a vacancy of  558 or 
about 54 per cent.

In a letter to all states, the De-
partment of  Personnel and Train-
ing (DoPT) said the movement of  
the officers from states to the Cen-
tre and back is crucial for building 
capabilities at the state-level and 
contributing towards developing 
national perspectives at the deci-
sion-making levels in the govern-
ment of  India.

"It would, therefore, be ap-
propriate considering the fact 
that there is general shortage of  
IAS officers at Deputy Secretary/
Director level, if  a conscious at-
tempt is made while forwarding 

the names of  the officers, so as to 
share the shortage proportionately 
between the Centre and the states 
and also that every eligible officer 
has an opportunity to serve at the 
Centre at least once at the middle 
management level," it said.

Referring to the Central Depu-
tation Reserve (CDR), which de-
termines the extent to which offic-
ers could be sent on deputation to 
the government of  India, it asked 
all the state cadres to nominate 
eligible officers for Central Staff-
ing Scheme (CSS) or on central 
deputation.

"The middle level compris-
ing deputy secretary and director 
level officers is a crucial decision 
making level in bureaucracy. The 
shortage of  officers may affect 
governance," a senior officer said.

However, he clarified, there is 
a general shortage of  such officers 
at the Centre and the deficiency 
mentioned in the DoPT letter talks 
about vacancies in all positions.

West Bengal has deputed 11 

of  56 IAS officers, Uttar Pradesh 
has allowed 50 officers of  121 and 
Gujarat has sent 19 of  51 officers 
on central deputation, the letter 
said, referring to the deficiency.

BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh 
has deputed 25 IAS officers out of  
the CDR of  75, Chhattisgarh has 
sent only five bureaucrats out of  
31 and Haryana has sent 12 offic-
ers out of  permissible strength of  
31, it said.

Similarly, 19 IAS officers out 
of  the authorised central deputa-
tion reserve of  35 are working 
with the Centre.

In Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-
Mizoram and Union Territory or 
AGMUT cadre, 42 IAS officers 
are on central deputation against 
the authorised limit of  56.

A total of  38 officers of  Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, 36 from Bihar 
and 22 from Himachal Pradesh 
are working at the Centre against 
the authorised CDR of  45, 48 and 
26 respectively.

As many as 11 IAS officers of  

Jammu and Kashmir cadre (out 
of  19), 10 of  Jharkhand (against 
28), 19 of  Karnataka (against 44) 
and 20 of  Maharashtra (out of  65) 
are deputed at the Centre.

A total of  32 IAS officers of  
Kerala cadre are at present work-
ing at the Centre, two more than 
the desired central deputation re-
serve, according to the letter.

The status of  IAS officers on 
central deputation is comparative-
ly slightly better in north eastern 
states. A total of  12 IAS officers 
of  Manipur cadre, eight of  Na-
galand, four of  Sikkim and 10 of  
Tripura are on central deputation 
against the authorised positions of  
18, 15, eight and 15 respectively.

As many as 18 IAS officers 
of  Odisha (against authorised 
CDR of  40), 15 bureaucrats of  
Punjab (out of  39), 13 of  Rajas-
than (against 50), 24 of  Tamil 
Nadu(out of  65), 11 of  Telangana 
(against 21) and seven of  Uttara-
khand (out of  19) are working on 
central deputation.

New Delhi, Dec. 19 
(IANS): A bitter war of  
words broke out between 
the BJP and the Congress 
on Tuesday on whose cred-
ibility had taken a hit after 
Gujarat's bitterly-fought 
election.

Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi said the election 
outcome was a "massive 
jolt" to the BJP although it 
retained power in the state it 
has ruled for 22 long years.  
The BJP reacted sharply, 

S. Africa’s struggling ANC elects 
Ramaphosa as new head | P9



Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
assures to release pending funds

Attitude of job seekers should 
change to job givers–Governor

NBSE revises textbooks 
of classes IX and XI

DC Dimapur informs 
affected landowners

UBC Thahekhu resolves 
to strengthen unity

Women SHGs towards formation of federation in Mon 

State’s BJP 
fetes PM and 
Amit Shah

DIPR, H&FW celebrate advent Christmas 
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Pankaj Kumar chairing the state level monitoring cell for implementation of GST and PIMS on Tuesday at the Chief Secretary’s conference 
hall in Kohima.

PB Acharya and his wife Kavita Acharya being felicitated during the inauguration of Ametchong village 
under Longleng district on Tuesday.   

Rev. Keviyiekielie Linyu delivering the Christmas message. 

Tsalito Sangtam addressing the women SHGs in Mon.

Only 23 depts. registered with GST

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): Ad-
ditional Commissioner of  Taxes, 
Mhathung Murry informed that 
only 23 departments of  the state 
government have registered with 
GST. Therefore, he requested all 
the remaining departments to get 
GST registration at the earliest.

Murry informed this during a 
review meeting of  the state level 
monitoring cell for implementa-
tion of  GST and PIMS on Tuesday 

at the Chief  Secretary’s conference 
hall, held under chairmanship of  
Chief  Secretary and Chairman of  
GST Pankaj Kumar.

In a power point presentation, 
Murry mentioned that a total of  
5605 have been issued GST Pro-
visional IDs and 3940 has been 
activated till Dec. 17, where a total 
of  3042 PID has been migrated. 
He said under the new registra-
tion within the same period, the 

migrated tax payers and new 
registration were 2992 and 3379 
respectively. The total number of  
tax payers under central excise and 
service tax above 1.5 cr. was 31 tax 
payers, whereas below 1.5 crores 
was 350 and the total number 
of  tax payers under VAT above 
1.5 crores was 188 and below 1.5 
crores was 2662. The division of  
tax payers between centre and 
state above 1.5 crores was 110 & 

TSU to hold 64th general session
The Thenyizumi Students’ Union (TSU) will be holding 
its 64th general session under the theme, ‘Striving to 
Live’ on Dec. 30 at GMS compound, Thenyizu. Super 
Class 1 Contractor Vilelie Khamo will grace the session 
as the chief guest while entrepreneur Chekropayi 
Dawhuo will be the theme session’s speaker. In a literary 
session, competition such as painting, essay writing 
debate competition on topic, “Thenyizumi is advancing 
as a modern village” will be organised.VDB Secretary 
Thepukrayi Nienu will be the critic of the session. It 
also informed that Lt. Punuhu Dawhuo memorial award 
shall be awarded to outstanding students in the HSLC 
Examination 2017.The TSU has invited all the citizens 
of Thenyizumi, bonafide students and well wishers to 
the session.

CEO office notifies candidates
Assistant Chief Electoral Officer R Mhathung has 
informed candidates who are appearing for oral 
Interview for the post of data processing operator, 
call centre operator, library attendant and LDA-cum-
computer assistant on Dec. 20 and 21st that the venue 
of interview has been shifted to District Planning Board 
meeting hall in the Deputy Commissioner, Kohima 
Office complex.

DC Zunheboto directs arms holders
In view of the forthcoming general assembly election, 
the Deputy Commissioner, Zunheboto, Tridibesh Roy 
has directed all arms holders under Zunheboto district 
to produce their arms licence for verification at the 
nearest police station on or before Dec. 23. Failing 
to produce the licence for verification within the 
stipulated time will result in cancellation of the licences 
as per appropriate section of the law.

DEO Peren informs political parties
Deputy Commissioner and District Election Officer, Smita 
Sarangi in a notification requested all political parties 
under Peren district to depute their representatives 
for First Level Checking (FLC) of ECM and VVPAT w.e.f. 
Dec. 20 to 23 at the old DC office, Peren town during 
the office hours.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 17.2 11.2 8.5 63 NIL

ZBTO 15 6.7 11.3 85 NIL

MON 21 12 12.5 69 NIL

TUENSANG 16 12.2 12.7 70 NIL

MKG 19.2 14.4 14.8 83 NIL

PHEK 17.6 6 9.1 93 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - NIL

TSEMINYU 22.4 8.8 11.1 85 NIL

MELURI - - - - NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 19 10 8.5 51 NIL

JALUKIE 16.4 6 9.7 71 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25 16.8 16.2 66 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

109 and below 1.5 crores was 302 
and 2710 respectively. 

Murry also informed that the 
department is all set to join the 
all-India roll out from Feb. 1 next 
year. Adding that the department 
is one among the first five states 
to pilot the implementation of  ‘E-
waybill”, he said refresher course 
on GST was held on Dec. 18 and 
19th. He also mentioned some 
of  the future plans to augment 
revenue by way of  educating all 
the stakeholders of  the benefits 
of  timely GST compliance be-
sides intensified TDS registration 
drive.

He also said ‘E-waybill’ would 
not be possible unless all the 
stakeholders participate with a 
concerted effort. “It is very dif-
ficult to implement GST, revenue 
may go up but it will always be be-
low our expectation unless all the 
stakeholders involve”, he added. 
Emphasising on the importance 
of  awareness, he said the role of  
IPR and AIR a very important to 
disseminate the scope and advan-
tages of  GST in the state.

During the meeting, different 
departments such as PHED, For-
est, Health, Works & Housing, 
Agriculture and Police presented 
their respective PIMS reports.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Industrial 
Entrepreneurs Federation 
(ANIEF) has confirmed that 
the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (Department 
of Industrial Policy and Pro-
motion), Govt. of  India, 
New Delhi has assured to 
release the funds to clear up 
the pending cases of Centre/
Transport Subsidy (CTS) 
and Central Capital Invest-
ment Subsidy (CCIS) for the 
year 2007, 2008 and 2009 for 
the State of Nagaland.

A release from ANIEF 
president, Povotso Lohe 
and secretary, Shepong W 

Konyak stated that it has 
been working in close co-
ordination with the state 
department of  Industries 
and Commerce Govt. of  
Nagaland for release of  
funds under the pending 
cases of  Centre/Transport 
Subsidy (CTS) and Central 
Capital Investment Subsidy 
(CCIS) for the year 2007, 
2008 and 2009 for the State 
of Nagaland.

In this respect, the ANI-
EF said the state department 
of Industries & Commerce 
and the federation jointly 
pursued the matter with the 
Govt. of  India for the last 

several years for release of  
funds for the long pending 
cases under the schemes. “It 
has now been confirmed that 
the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (DIPP), Govt. 
of India, New Delhi has as-
sured to release the funds to 
clear up the pending cases,” 
the release stated.

The ANIEF therefore, 
requested all selected entre-
preneurs under the pend-
ing cases in the state to be 
patient and bear with the 
concerned authorities till 
such time payment could 
be released to the selected 
beneficiaries.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Board of  
School Education has re-
vised the existing textbooks 
classes IX and XI with the 
syllabi of  all subjects re-
maining unchanged except 
for class IX Science, which 
is based on the NCERT 
syllabus:

Chairman NBSE Asa-
no Sekhose in a notification 
stated that this exercise was 
taken up to accommodate 
and address the needs of  
the students through updat-
ed information, thereby to 
promote quality learning.

The new textbooks will 
be used effective from the 

academic session 2018. 
NCERT books for Class 
IX Mathematics and Sci-
ence and Class XI Phys-
ics, Chemistry, Biology 
and Mathematics shall be 
used in order to cater to the 
needs of  the students while 
pursuing science studies. 
The NCERT books will 
also be followed in Class 
X and XII in a phase man-
ner.

At secondary level, 
laboratory manual for 
Mathematics, Science and 
an Atlas (Map work book) 
have been developed for 
use by the students from 
the 2018 academic session. 

By introducing laboratory 
manual, the NBSE hoped 
that it will support and 
help the teaching- learning 
of  science and mathemat-
ics at the school level, and 
encouraged all students 
to possess manuals and 
Atlas.

All registered institu-
tions of  the NBSE have 
been informed to strictly 
follow the syllabi and text-
books prescribed by the 
board.

The heads of  registered 
schools are also reminded 
that qualified teachers must 
be appointed to teach the 
concerned subjects.

trict level.
BDO cum block mission 

manager, Manhom Konyak 
expressed his happiness in 

seeing the success stories 
achieved by SHGs of  NRLM 
while institutions of  the poor 
being built up at the base of  

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner, Di-
mapur Sushil Kumar Patel 
has Informed all land-
owners and beneficiaries 
affected due to shifting 
and relocation of  132 Kv 
tower line along NH-29 
under Dimapur district, 
that the compensation to 
the affected landowners 
shall be paid in the office 
of  the DC, Dimapur on 
Jan. 9 2018 from 10 a.m. 
onwards. 

The  compensat ion 
will be paid to villages un-
der New Chumukedima, 
Kukidolong, Medziphema, 
Tseiphema , Pherima, and 

Piphema.  The chairman/
head GB and members 
of  the concerned village 
council are informed to be 
present in person for iden-
tification of  landowner 
and beneficiaries during 
the disbursal of  the com-
pensation, failing which, 
payment shall be with-
held. 

All the beneficiaries 
are also directed to come 
in person along with the 
identity proof, passport 
photo (5 copies) etc. Pay-
ment to any other repre-
sentative other than the 
concerned person shall not 
be entertained. 

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): Governor 
PB Acharya said “attitude of  job seekers 
should change to job givers.” With such 
mindset, he said Nagaland will change for 
the better.

Addressing the gathering, after inaugu-
rating Ametchong village under Longleng 
district on Dec. 18, governor called on the 
residents of  Ametchong to work hard and 
be self  sufficient. Nagaland is bestowed 
with rich natural resources and talented 
manpower and has the potential to be-
come a very rich state, he said.  He also 
encouraged the villagers to march toward 
development and new vision.

Acharya also stated that the Look East 
Policy of  the Central government has 

much to offer to the Northeastern states 
and the state should be ready to avail the 
opportunities that come along with it to 
grow at par with the rest of  country. He 
called on the youth to take up skill develop-
ment degrees and courses. 

Short speeches were also given by DC 
Longleng, John Tsulise Sangtem, former 
minister, B Pongshak Phome and others. 
Ametchong Students’ Union also pre-
sented a special song.  

A brief  report on Ametchong village 
was given by chairman of  Ametchong Ad-
hoc Village Council, B Kengshing while L 
Shaupen Phom delivered welcome address 
and vote of thanks was proposed by deputy 
secretary, B HenokBuchem.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
The Block Mission Manage-
ment Unit (BMMU) Mon 
Block of  Nagaland State 
Rural Livelihood Mission 
(NSRLM) organised a sen-
sitisation programme for 
formation of  Block Level 
Federation (BLF) on Dec. 14 
at Resource Centre, DRDA 
Mon. The Mon RD block is 
the resource block for Mon 
district having 18 unit village 
level organisations.

Project Director DRDA 
Mon cum District Mission 
Manager Tsalito Sangtam 
in his address appreciated 
the noticeable growth taking 
place in the poor women’s 
life through various facili-
ties under the flagship pro-
gramme of  NRLM. He ad-
vised that SHGs at the village 
level should attain sufficient 
strength to reach the higher 
level of  institution. He shared 
his association with NSRLM 
as former additional mis-
sion director (AMD) at the 
SMMU and district mission 
manager (DMM) at the dis-

the society.
District coordinator for 

financial inclusion DMMU, 
Mon Rajuselie Lhousa, in 
his welcome address lauded 
the womenfolk for prompt 
response wherever any meet-
ing or training is organised 
in the village or town. He ex-
plained the meaning of  fed-
eral structure of  governance 
in the context of  building 
institutions for poor women, 
which is most healthy as 
compared to confederate 
or unitary system. He also 
reminded the women how 
they are experiencing em-
powerment through NRLM 
programme.

Block program manager 
(BPM) Yatao Konyak shared 
an overview as to why a 
federation is required in the 
resource block. He informed 
SHG leaders about the differ-
ence of  role to be performed 
viz. members, governance 
and monitoring, in an organi-
zation and appealed each 
VLO to correct loopholes if  
any existed under the VLOs.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Nagaland unit presi-
dent, Visasolie Lhoungu 
along with all ranks and files 
of  the State BJP workers 
congratulated Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
BJP Chief  Amit Shah for 
winning the assembly polls 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh.

“This result has proved 
again that the people has 
voted for development and 
economic agendas and also 
has reposed their trust in the 
leadership of  Shri Narendra 
Modi and Shri Amit Shah. 
The Organisational skills 
and strategies adopted under 
the party Chief  has worked 
with successes,” the mes-
sage from BJP Media Cell 
stated.

The party also appreci-
ated the sincerity, loyalty 
and dedication of  the booth-
level party workers who has 
worked tirelessly throughout 
the process and those who 
voted for good governance 
and development.

commit oneself  to God 
while celebrating Christ-
mas. 

Other highlights of  the 
programme included an 
inter-section choral com-
petition, which was fol-
lowed by entertainment 
session, karaoke, bonfire 
and Christmas feast.

Meanwhile, the Direc-
torate of  Health & Family 
Welfare Kohima celebrated 
advent Christmas on Tues-
day at the office premise, 
with Pastor of  Ebenezer 
Church, Rev. Keviyiekielie 
Linyu as speaker.

The programme was 
chaired by Joint Direc-
tor NSACS Metevinuo 
Sakhrie while Deputy Di-
rector DHFW Dr. Puse 
Leigise read out the scrip-
ture and said paryer and 
Principal Director DHFW 
Dr. N Bendangyanger 
Jamir conveyed Christmas 
greetings.

Christmas carols, spe-
cial numbers are presented 
by various sections of  the 
department. The celebra-
tion concluded with ben-
ediction pronounced by 
Addl. Director DHFW Dr. 
Vikeyie Losu.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): The United Baptist 
Church, Thahekhu Block-3, Rangapahar Di-
mapur, in its 10th annual general body meeting 
held on Dec. 8 and 9th, unanimously resolved to 
strengthen unity among all.

A release from UBCA founder and presiden, 
Rev. Y T Lotha stated that the meeting resolved 
to strengthen unity of  global leaders, UNO etc., to 
love, care and to preserve nature. The UBC also 
extended its support cooperation towards global 
leaders for the work of  preservation and con-
servation and bio-diversity in relating to climate 
change, earth warming, and menace of  air and 
water pollutions.  It also vowed to faithfully and 
truthfully uphold world leaders, in prayer and fast 
to safe and preserve, conserve all creations from 
destructions. 

It also resolved to strengthen unity and love 
among the Nagas, and also to extend support 
towards Nagas Political Groups and the state gov-
ernment for permanent settlement to the ongoing 
negotiation with the Government of  India. 

Further, the church also resolved to conduct 
peaceful and clean election for the forthcom-
ing state assembly general election 2018. It also 
extended its support and cooperation towards 
NBCC, NCJF and the all churches. UBC strongly 
oppose and condemn violence, bloodshed, kill-
ings, use of  forces, money, alcohols and practice 
anti-Christian activities during the election.

the needy. She also said 
that work is worship and 
as a Christian one should 
try to be better govern-
ment employee.

Rev. Rutsa in his mes-
sage said Christmas is a 
reason/time to forgive 
one another and show 
one’s care and love for 

our near and dear ones in 
Christ. Christmas is con-
fined not only to merry 
making but it means the 
repentance of  one indi-
vidual from our past iniq-
uities, he added. He said 
the best gift to parents dur-
ing Christmas season is to 
accept Jesus Christ as our 

personal savior and live 
in his righteousness. He 
further urged all officers 
and staff  to be sincere and 
dedicated in their official 
assignments and work 
with renewed vigour.

Registrat IPR Wati 
Atsongchanger called 
upon the gathering to 

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
The Department of  Infor-
mation & Public Relations 
celebrated advent Christ-
mas on Dec. 18 at IPR Cit-
adel, Kohima. Secretary 
of  Information & Public 
Relations, Lithrongla G 
Chishi graced the occa-
sion while Rev. Dr. Tseibu 
Rutsa delivered the Christ-
mas message.

Director IPR Limawati 
Ao in his greetings high-
lighted the achievements 
of  the department and said 
that by God’s grace 2017 
has been an eventful year. 
He said that Christmas 
is a time to rejoice and 
share love with family and 
friends while also counting 
one’s blessings.

The secretary in her 
speech said that Christmas 
is about giving, sharing, 
love and joy. She added 
that we should have a spirit 
of  love not only during 
Christmas but throughout 
the year. She called upon 
the gathering to let Christ 
be born in their hearts 
everyday and let 2018 be a 
year to commit oneself  as 
a Christian and be a chan-
nel of  peace, love and help 
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Chief minister TR Zeliang along with other cabinet colleagues a er unveiling the monolith to mark the 50 
years celebra on of New Jalukie village on December 18.

AAP leaders posing for the lens a er addressing the press conference on December 18 at Sarama  Hotel, 
Dimapur.   

EM Images

S Khutolu Wotsa addressing the 
students at the 49th PSU annual session 
on December 19.

Zhaleo Rio inspec ng the bridge construc on 
which connects Henivi and Toluvi villages with 
Dimapur on December 19.

CM inaugurates Ahthibung SDO Headquarters AAP to contest in the ensuing state elections 

Legislator inspects bridge construction

WBSAK youth conference concludes

ZKPO appeals for release of abducted youthJDU central team to visit state

NVCO detects 
manipulation of MRP

PSU holds annual session

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
State chief  minister TR 
Zeliang has inaugurated 
the SDO (C) headquarters 
in Ahthibung sub-division 
under Peren district on De-
cember 19.

Chief  minister TR 
Zeliang, in his inaugural 
address, termed the occa-
sion as a ‘Red Letter Day’ 
saying it was the common 
desire and dream of the 
people. 

Stating that under 
Athibung Circle there are 
about seven government 
establishments including 
CDPO, BDO, PWD (JE), 
Power (JE), PHC, Deputy 
Forest Ranger and Veteri-
nary Field Assistant Office, 
the chief  guest said, with 
the upgradation to SDO 
(C) all these offices would 
upgraded in due course of  
time. 

Athibung Circle forms 
a distinct part of  Peren 
district and as per 2011 
census, it has a population 
of  around 21,000. It has a 
total of  40 villages (29 rec-
ognised and 11 unrecog-
nised).

Athibung Circle is 
bounded by Tening in the 
northern side and Intangki 
Forest towards the south. 
In the east, it shares its 
boundary with Jalukie and 
the NC Hills District in the 
West.

The chief  minister said, 
since the area borders with 
the Intangki Reserve For-
est it has vast biodiversity 
and rich wildlife. “People 
should be conscious of  the 
preservation of  flora and 
fauna with the principle 
of  “benefits without de-
struction. Biodiversity and 
wildlife will be the main 
strengthen of  the area. This 

VVPAT

Voter Veri�able Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) shall be used with EVMs at all the 
polling stations in the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative Assembly Election and 
in all the future Elections. VVPAT is an independent system attached with the 
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) that allows the voters to verify that their votes 
are cast as intended.

The VVPAT is attached to the Ballot Unit of the EVM and both the Ballot Unit 
and the VVPAT are placed in the voting compartment. The VVPAT has a small 
transparent glass window on it. When a voter comes to vote and presses the blue 
button on the Ballot Unit (BU) to vote for the candidate of his/her choice, the glass 
window on the VVPAT lights up and a printed paper slip containing the serial 
number, name of the Candidate and Election Symbol of the Candidate is visible 
to the voter behind the glass window. The voter witnesses all these details on the 
paper slip and is satis�ed that his vote has been cast as intended.

The printed paper slip remains visible to the voter through the transparent 
glass window for 7 (seven) seconds, and thereafter, the printed paper slip gets 
automatically cut and falls below into the sealed compartment/drop box of the 
VVPAT followed by a beep sound. Thereafter the light goes o� behind the glass 
window.

The VVPAT is thus going to further enhance the transparency and veri�ability in 
poll process.

Source Chief Electoral O�cer, Nagaland.
KG-2239 

resource has an immense 
potential to boast tourism 
in the state if  people can 
responsibly take care of  the 
wildlife.”

Zeliang said, 
“Athibung area is also 
blessed with fertile land 
with beautiful streams 
and rivers. The area has 
a potential of  producing 
agricultural products on 
large scale for commer-
cial purpose. But people 
must be willing to work 
hard and judiciously make 
of  the God blessed land 
for economic sufficiency. 
Agriculture produces like 
paddy, vegetables, fruits, 
spice etc grow very well in 
the area therefore people 
of  the area must harness 
this potential.”

Since the area also bor-
der with the neighbouring 

state Assam, he said, the 
area could be the hub of  
inter-state connectivity in 
future. “This connectivity 
once improved will boost 
interstate trade and com-
merce and open a wide op-
portunity for our youths for 
employment,” he said.

Zeliang said that inter-
state connectivity would 
not be problem in near 
future as the two laning 
of  Medziphema-Khelma 
road under State Express 
Highway would be taken 
up shortly. 

“Once this road is up-
graded and improved, it 
can be directly link with 
Assam.  Once the roads 
come up, people must be 
prepared to make of  it 
through proper planning 
for economic uplift. Be-
sides this, Athibung-Khel-

ma two lane road under 
SARDP has been approved 
and DPR is under submis-
sion,” he added.

“At the same time, we 
must all understand that 
development cannot take 
place unless people are 
willing to create a con-
genial atmosphere. There 
have been many instances 
in the state where many 
major projects had to be 
stopped because of  the 
problems created by land-
owners. We must also un-
derstand that for any de-
velopmental work to take 
place land is required.” 
The chief  minister ap-
pealed to all the people, 
especially the landown-
ers to cooperate and part 
with their land generously 
whenever required.  

“People should take 

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): Zeliang-Kuki 
Public Organisation (ZKPO) has appealed 
for release of  Lalneiniew Saith, son of  
Ngaithangniew Saith of  Khel village un-
der Peren district, who was abducted by 
unidentified miscreants on November 25.

ZKPO president Lamjasei Singson 
and the vice president Rangnim stated 
that the youth has been missing for more 
than 20 days and his where about is not 
known till date. It added that the unprece-
dented development had created fear psy-
chosis and panic in Ahthibung and Kebai 

Khelma area. 
The public and ZKPO in particular 

have expressed sorrow and anguish over 
the abduction of  innocent youth at this 
time of  the season when everyone is pre-
pared to celebrate Christmas – birth of  
Christ- with their families and loved ones.

ZKPO has further urged the con-
cerned persons for the same and timely 
release of  the abducted youth at the earli-
est and allow peace and harmony to pre-
vail as the people celebrates the birth of  
‘Prince of  Peace.’

Dimapur, Dec. 19 
(EMN): In order to reor-
ganise the party, national 
general secretary of  Janata 
Dal (United), KC Tyagi 
along with two senior 
members are scheduled 
to visit Nagaland in mid-
January 2018. 

JD(U) secretary 
Afaque Ahmad Khan 
stated that the purpose of  
the officials was to explore 

the possibility of  building 
the party in Nagaland. It 
stated that the party had 
decided to focus its atten-
tion on building the party 
in the north eastern states 
with special focus on Na-
galand.

It may be mentioned 
here that JD (U) has been 
part of  Democratic Alli-
ance of  Nagaland (DAN) 
since its inception.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): Re-enforcing its fight 
for the rights of the consumers, Nagaland Volun-
tary Consumers’ Organisation (NVCO) detected 
that most of the motor parts shops were selling 
the items above the prescribed retail prices.

NVCO team made this observation during 
the inspection led by its president Kezhokhoto 
Savi in Kohima town on December 19. The team 
found that many motor parts shops were selling 
the items above MRP by removing the compa-
ny’s original price tag.

NVCO team undertook the inspection as part 
of the week-long National Consumer Day, which 
is being observed from December 18 to 24.

In the light of the above observation, NVCO 
has requested the district administration/KMC 
to take necessary action to stop the excessive 
charges, adding charging on the price of goods 
and service during festive season is illegal and 
amounts to exploitation of consumer rights.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): Peshu Students’ 
Union (PSU) has informed that the proposed 
lucky draw scheduled on December 15 has been 
postponed. Informing this in a press release, the 
union vice president Mono stated that the same 
would be drawn after the final match of  the 
17th PSU silver jubilee memorial football tour-
nament scheduled in January 2018.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): The 
two-day 49th annual session of  
the Philimi Students’ Union 
(PSU) began on December 19 at 
the village ground with S Khu-
tolu Wotsa as the chief  guest of  
the inaugural programme.

Addressing the gathering 
the chief  guest impressed upon 
to support and uplift each other 
if  the society has to positively 
progress in unity. Reminding 
the students that education and 
wisdom are like two sides of  the 
same coin, Wotsa advised the 
students to pursue education 
keeping in mind the importance 
of  wisdom in their life. He stat-
ed that academic degrees would 
remain hollow without wisdom. 

He has persuaded the stu-
dent community to actively play 
their part along with village 
leaders, church leaders and so-
cial leaders. He also encouraged 
the village members inhabiting 
various towns to excel in their 
own fields and bring laurels to 
the village.

Kukamis (GBs) of  Philimi 
village, Pitovi and Vilhozu 
Wotsa also addressed the gath-
ering. The chief  guest who was 
accompanied by a host of  offic-

care of  the government 
properties as their own and 
cooperate with the Govt. in 
facilitating development. 
The people have to more 
responsible in protecting 
land and use it judiciously 
for the sustainable develop-
ment,” Zeliang said. 

Stating that Athibung 
area has mixed popula-
tions, he said the peaceful 
coexistence amongst the 
two tribes- Zeliang and 
Kuki is a pre-condition 
to any development and 
called upon the people of  
the area to live in peace and 
harmony.

Earlier, the chief  minis-
ter who was accompanied 
by his cabinet colleagues 
and senior government of-
ficials, graced the golden 
jubilee celebration of  New 
Jalukie village.

After unveiling the 
monolith, the chief  guest 
recalled the early settle-
ment of  the village and the 
generosity of  the land do-
nor- Old Jalukie, fifty years 
ago.   

Observing that the vil-
lage has grown in terms of  
population but economi-
cally remained poor, the 
chief  guest stressed on the 
need for economic devel-
opment through collective 
efforts of  all stakeholders 
saying, “economy is our 
strength.”

For this, he said people 
need to review their past 
economic condition and 
come up with concrete eco-
nomic policy, skill develop-
ment, viable farming and 
to take advantage of  vari-
ous welfare schemes.  

Amongst others, minis-
ters G Kaito Aye and Im-
kong L Imchen spoke dur-
ing the functions.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 19: Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) has announced to contest the forth-
coming State general election by focusing 
on uplift of  education and health sector in 
the State.

This announcement was made by 
AAP Political Affairs Committee (PAC) 
member Ashutosh while briefing the me-
dia persons at Hotel Saramati on Decem-
ber 18. Stating that Nagaland has border 
issue which is sensitive from the national 
perspective, Ashutosh has assured to make 
Nagaland as a model state. 

“Nagaland should reject corrupt poli-
ticians and opposition alliance. AAP is 
here not to do politics but to change the 
system by endorsing clean candidates with 
no criminal past. We welcome honest can-
didates from other political parties and 
women candidate,” asserted Ashutosh.

He announced that AAP would an-
nounce names of  the candidates in the 
first week of  January 2018 by focussing 
on three positive things- to free Nagaland 
from corruption, candidates with no crimi-

nal past and tainted candidates.  
Ashutosh also affirmed that AAP was 

committed in bringing about improvement 
of  road and education especially in medi-
cal colleges in the state.   

PAC member Sanjay Singh has com-
mitted to repair Nagaland roads within 
one year if  given an opportunity to form 
government in the state. He has further 
assured to provide development free from 
corruption. 

“Nagaland is facing lots of  problem 
where the state education system is at 
its worst, with poor road condition and 
health system. AAP will make a manifesto 
where all this issue will be included,” af-
firmed Singh.

A search committee has also been 
constituted to select candidates with good 
reputation for the ensuing State general 
election including AAP Nagaland conven-
or Dr. S Amos Longkumer, Sushil Kumar, 
Akavi N Zhimomi, Akheli Sumi and Dr. 
L Chuhwanglim. The committee would be 
assisted by AAP PAC members Ashutosh 
and Sanjay Singh.  

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): MLA of 5 
Ghaspani-II Assembly Constituency, Zhaleo 
Rio visited the construction site of  the lone 
hanging bridge that connects Henivi and 
Toluvi villages with Dimapur on December 
19 and took first hand assessment of  the un-
dergoing work.

Briefing villagers and party executives, he 
affirmed that the work would be completed 
in time and that “there cannot be any com-
promise in terms of  the quality of  work.” 

It may be noted that the earlier bridge 
was washed away by flash floods this year. 
It was through his personal intervention 
that the reconstruction of  the bridge began 
right after monsoon. The bridge, which con-
nects the two villages with Dimapur near 
Padumpukhuri over Chathe river, would be 
made pliable for two-wheelers once it is com-
pleted on time.

This was stated in a joint statement issued 
by president of  NPF president of  5 Ghaspani 
AC Seyielhoutuo Keyho and the general sec-
retary Tokihe Zhimo.

Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
About 8000 delegates from 
167 Sumi villages under 
WSBAK attended the 
71st Western Sumi Bap-
tist Akukuhou Kuqhakulu 
(WSBAK) youth triennial 
conference hosted by Ni-
hokhu Baptist Akukuhou 
from December 15 to 17 
on the theme “Youth with 
a purpose.”

Keeping in mind the 
ongoing challenges con-
fronting the youth, the 
WSBAK under the leader-
ship of  Rev. Aheto Sema, 
youth ministry secretary, 
and Suhuto Chishi, youth 
promoter, along with the 
youth executives and plan-
ning board organised the 
conference with the focus 
to inspire, enrich and moti-
vate the Sümi youth under 
WSBAK both spiritually 
and physically. The youth 
ministry had organised the 
conference to bring about 

changes among the youth. 
The main speakers of  

the conference namely Rev. 
Dr. Hevukhu Achumi, 
Executive Secretary; Mrs. 
Khakheli Inato Jimomi, 
Secretary Department of  
Women Ministry; and Rev. 
Aheto Sema; who spoke 
based on the theme of  the 
conference. 

Wing commander S 
Akheto Jakhalu, in his ad-
dress, encouraged the youth 
to take firm decision on their 
ambitions during student 
life and not wait to gradu-
ate and pursue skill/career 
oriented education. Stating 
that there is no place for 
mediocre in this cut throat 
competitive world, he en-
couraged the youth to excel 
in all aspects by availing the 
opportunities provided by 
the information technology 
of the modern era. 

Also highlighting on the 
prevailing unemployment 

problems wherein the job 
opportunities in the govern-
ment sector have reached a 
saturating point, he urged 
the parents not to discour-
age their children if  they 
intended to pursue their 
dreams in private sector. He 
encouraged the youth to pro 
actively participate in extra 
co- curricular activities, 
games and sports, group ac-
tivities, engage in hobbies, 
be humble and inculcate 
reading habits of mini-
mum 20 minutes a day to 
enhance general awareness, 
which would help in build-
ing leadership qualities and 
overall capacity building.

He highlighted that 
Western Sümi region, be-
ing mostly in the plains, 
have immense potential of  
growth in agriculture, in-
dustrial and tourism sector 
to create job opportunities, 
revive states economy and 
meet aspirations of  youth 

and could be the next com-
mercial and industrial hub 
of  South East Asia, if  the 
vision action plan was col-
lectively pursued positively. 
He urged the village coun-
cils and GBs to welcome 
establishments/develop-
ment projects and invest-
ments as it would create 
immense alternative source 
of  livelihood in rural areas. 

He further appreci-
ated the ongoing work of  
Sümi Kiphimi Küqhakulu, 
YouthNet, Sümi Hoho, 
various NGOs and church-
es towards clean election 
campaign. 

The other events in-
cluded skill development 
seminar by YouthNet 
team, stories to tell night, 
exhibition cum sale, per-
formance by Alobo Naga, 
various other exciting ac-
tivities and sermons based 
on the theme by prominent 
church leaders. 

ers and elders later declared the 
games and sports session open.

In the evening session, 
Wotsa spoke on the theme ‘Self  
Evaluation to cope with the 
Changing World.’ He asked the 
students to introspect if  their 
mindset had remained dormant 
for the past many years and 
added that attitude and mind-
set had to positively change and 
match with the progressing soci-
ety. Wotsa further urged the stu-
dents to continue giving impor-
tance to their theme even after 
the annual session.

The 49th PSU annual ses-
sion would culminate on De-
cember 20 with Lukheto Shohe, 
Development Officer NKVIB, 
Mokokchung, as the speaker.
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Twin hill districts launch autonomous state stir in New Delhi Court orders INR 7 lakh to 
mother of ‘encounter’ victim

Workshop on livelihoods 
of Loktak area settlers

Meeting for accreditation 
of journalist held at Diphu

Mess continues in Diphu town committee

Meghalaya CM slams RSS chief’s 
‘Indians are Hindus’ remark

Centre to start cancer centre at JNIMS Imphal

Dustbin Less Drive Festival in a Senapati village

Take up Brahmaputra pollution 
with China — LS members

Tripura teachers to get same salary in extension period

Our Correspondent
Diphu , Dec. 19 (EMN): 
More than a thousand of  
people from the twin hill 
districts of  Karbi Anglong 
and Dima Hasao from the 
state of  Assam staged their 
demonstration at Ram 
Lila Maidan, New Delhi 
to pressurise the Central 
government to implement 
Article 244 (A) of  the con-
stitution for granting of  
Autonomous State for the 
hill districts of  Assam, on 

Tuesday Dec. 19.
The delegation was led 

by leaders of various youth, 
student and women organi-
sations.  The Karbi Anglong 
and North Cachar Hills Au-
tonomous State Demand 
Committee (KANCHASD-
COM), Karbi Students As-
sociation-Bijoy Bey, Karbi 
Riso Adorbar (KRA) and 
Karbi So-arlo Amei (KAR-
SA) were in the forefront 
from Karbi Anglong. There 
were also delegations from 

the Joint Action Committee 
for Autonomous State and 
KLNLF.

From Dima Hasao the 
delegation was under the 
banner of  All Apex Body 
Coordination Committee, 
Dima Hasao comprising of  
13 tribal organisations and 
6 non tribal organisations.

Talking to the media, 
president of  KANCHAS-
DCOM Ajit Timung said 
the demonstration started 
from 9 in the morning till 4 

in the evening. According 
to Timung the total del-
egation was between 1600 
to 2000. “The number of  
delegations would be more 
than 1600, but not exceed-
ing 2000,” Timung told. 
During the demonstration 
the leaders of  agitating 
organisations of  the hill 
districts of  Karbi Anglong 
and Dima Hasao submitted 
a memorandum to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh and Union 
Home Minister for State 
Kiran Rijiju. The memo-
randum was received at 
the Prime Minister’s office, 
Timung informed over a 
telephonic conversation.

“In the memorandum 
we have mentioned of only 
one point, that is the imple-
mentation of  Article 244 
(A) of  the constitution for 
granting us the Autonomous 
State comprising the twin 
hill districts of  Karbi An-

A sec on of the demonstrators from the two hill districts of Assam demanding autonomous state in New Delhi on Tuesday.

EM Images

Village authority of Kaibi in Senapa  district trying to relocate the waste collected from the village to an isolated 
loca on in Manipur on Monday

glong and Dima Hasao. The 
leaders of  Karbi Anglong 
and Dima Hasao have to-
gether submitted the memo-
randum,” Timung told.

About the demonstra-
tion held today Timung 
said, “It was overwhelm-
ing, where people cutting 
across communities and 
language the people of  
both Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasao from far away 
Assam have come to New 
Delhi to voice together 
for one issue, that is grant-
ing of  Autonomous State. 
The demonstration with 
thousands of  voices gave a 
strong impact to the Cen-
tral government. The spirit 
of  working together like 
today should carry forward 
in the coming days by being 
united the people of  three 
hill districts of  Assam and 
work together until our 
goal of  achieving Autono-
mous State is achieved.” 
He also said there is no 
question of  not getting the 
Autonomous State as it is 
a constitutional provision.

MP Birensing Engti 
also participated in the 
demonstration but it was 
told,  other elected repre-
sentatives of  KAAC and 
MLAs were not present.

Imphal, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
The Manipur High Court on 
Tuesday ordered the central 
and state governments to pay 
Rs 7 lakh as compensation to 
the mother of a young man 
killed in a fake “encounter” 
by security forces.

The money should be 
paid within five months, 
Acting Chief  Justice N. 
Kotesor and Justice Kh. 
Nobin said. 

The authorities were 
ordered to pay the money to 
Thangjam Apabi, the moth-
er of Thangjam Thoithoi of  
Imphal West district. 

M. Rakesh, Director of  
Human Rights Law Net-
work and lawyer, told IANS 
that on January 14, 2012 
Thoithoi left his home on 
a two-wheeler but failed to 

return. His body was found 
in a mortuary. 

It  later came to be 
known that security forces, 
including soldiers, intercept-
ed two persons travelling 
on a two-wheeler at Chan-
dranadi road near Imphal 
and shot dead one of them, 
allegedly in a gunfight. 

The security forces 
claimed they found a Chi-
nese-made grenade and a 
9 mm pistol from the dead 
person. 

But the victim’s mother 
was not satisfied with the 
official version and filed a 
petition in the High Court 
on February 9, 2015. 

A judicial inquiry estab-
lished that the victim was 
killed in cold blood, leading 
to Tuesday’s order.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
One day workshop on the 
impact of  Ithai barrage on 
livelihoods of natives settled 
within and in peripheral 
areas of Loktak Lake at the 
conference hall of  Anthro-
pology department of  Ma-
nipur University on Tuesday.

The workshop was 
jointly organised by the 
Centre for the study of  so-
cial exclusion and Inclusive 
policy, Manipur University 
in association with the In-
digenous Perspectives (IP) 
and People’s Resources De-
velopment Association.

Dean W Vishwanath of  
Manipur University who is 
also a fish expert in the state 
delivered a lecture in the 
broad overview of  Ithaio 
barrage and its impacts on 
Loktak ecosystem while 
State coordinator RK Birjit 
of Indian Bird Conservation 
Network spoke on Ithai bar-
rage and impacts on migra-
tory waterfowl population.

Later Yumnam Ratika 
of IP shared a presentation 
on impacts of Ithai barrage 
on women and children 
while Secretary Oinam Ra-
jen of  All Loktak Lake ar-
eas fishers’ union Manipur 
spoke on impacts of  ithai 

barrage on the livelihoods 
of fishers at Loktak Lake.

Executive Director 
Wangkheirakpam Ram-
ananda of  IP gave the key 
note address in the day’s 
workshop while Assistant 
Professor Dr Thathang 
Vaiphei of  CSSEIP gave 
the welcome address in the 
gathering which was mod-
erated by Dr Thiyam Bharat 
of CSSEIP.

Ithai barrage,a 35 ft. 
high dam and a major com-
ponent of  Loktak Multi-
purpose Project which was 
taken up in 1983 to provide 
regulated storage to generate 
104 MW of power and lift 
irrigation, maintained the 
water level of Loktak Lake 
at a constant level of 768.9 
metre throughout the year.

As a result, it not only 
adversely affected huge agri-
cultural as well as settlement 
area on the periphery of  
the lake, but it changed the 
entire hydrology of Loktak.

In August this year, state 
Chief  Minister N Biren 
Singh had requested Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to review the Loktak mul-
tipurpose project and Ithai 
barrage for a permanent so-
lution to the frequent floods 
in the State.

Diphu, Dec. 19 (EMN):  In a press 
communiqué issued by the District 
Information and Public Relations Of-
ficer (DIPRO), a meeting on District 
Level Accreditation, Recognition 
Committee was held in the office 
chamber of  Deputy Commissioner of  
Karbi Anglong on Dec. 18, Monday.

The meeting was chaired by DC 
Adil Khan and attended by five oth-
ers members who discussed various 
issues relating to media. They dis-
cussed about the necessity of  Gov-
ernment accreditation or recognition 
identity cards for journalists working 

in the district.
Journalist Sanju Bora opined that 

the process of  recognizing genuine 
reporters will benefit media persons 
in the District as well as the District 
Administration. The DIPRO stated 
that in Karbi Anglong, 7 journalists re-
ceived accreditation and  recognition 
card from state level accreditation and  
recognition committee so far. After 
the discussion, DC directed DIPRO 
to issue Accreditation, Recognition 
application forms for new applicants 
and also renewal forms for those who 
have acquired the card.

Diphu , Dec. 19(EMN): Agitated 
employees of  Diphu Town Commit-
tee (DTC) once again vandalised the 
DTC office demanding their salary 
which has been pending for more than 
5 years. 

The employees have been strike 
since last week leaving Diphu town, 
particularly the markets piled up 
with garbage. Office furniture was 
seen strewn in the compound of  the 
DTC office today. This is the third 
agitation by the DTC employees 
this year.

The employees are particularly 
agitated as it is the festive season with 
Christmas just few days away and 

New Year’s eve approaching. The 
agitating employees are not willing to 
resume their duties until the pending 
salary is paid to the them. 

On Dec. 18, the District Press 
Club of  Karbi Anglong and other 
social organisations had organised a 
cleanliness drives but just after a day 
of  cleanliness the scene is just like as 
before- floating plastics, waste papers 
and other a refuse strewn all around 
the main road in Diphu. 

According to sources, till the 
filling up this report,  there was no 
discussion initiated by the authority 
on the present issue in the town com-
mittee.

Shillong, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
Slamming RSS chief  Mo-
han Bhagwat’s remark 
that “anybody living in 
India is a Hindu”, Megha-
laya Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma on Tuesday said 
“India is a secular, demo-
cratic country and secular-
ism is part of  our constitu-
tion”.

“Their agenda is only 
to divide the Indian people 
on lines of  religion and 
create communal tension. 
His statement (made in 
Tripura) is loud and clear 
that the motive is to that. 
We really need to ponder,” 
Sangma told IANS.

“It is totally unaccept-
able to say that anybody 
living in India is a Hindu. 
The whole world knows 
that India is a secular, 

democratic country and 
secularism is part of  our 
constitution,” the veteran 
Congress leader said.

Sangma said that the 
nation must not allow such 
divisive forces to spread 
communalism as it is dan-
gerous and pose a threat 
to India.

“Our secular ideals 
are under threat because 
of  the ideology of  Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) and Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP). We cannot 
allow these divisive forces 
to further penetrate and it 
is dangerous for any na-
tion to be dictated by such 
forces,” he said.

Charging the BJP-led 
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) government 
at the Centre of  imposing 

the RSS agenda, Sangma 
said: “They (Modi govern-
ment) have been driven by 
the RSS agenda and this 
government is implement-
ing them.”

“Ever since they came 
to power, they have been 
implementing RSS ideol-
ogy. It is time for people 
to be blunt and frank and 
express their concern,” the 
Congress leader said.

Sangma also said the 
Congress is firm and ready 
to defend the secular fabric 
of  India.

“We should not lose 
focus. One after another, 
the hidden agenda of  the 
BJP has come out. We 
should be able to properly 
articulate... and be ready 
to defend the future of  this 
nation,” Sangma said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal,Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The Centre is ready to 
e s t a b l i s h  a  Re g i o n a l 
Cancer Centre(RCC) at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Insti-
tute of  Medical Sciences 
(JNIMS) in Imphal with 
all the modern amenities 
for treating increasing 
number of  cancer patients 
in Manipur.

Disclosing this while 
attending the 10th Foun-
dation Day of  JNIMS 
in its auditorium at Po-
rompat here on Monday, 
Chief  Minister N Biren 
said the Centre would 
sanction INR  45 cr. for 
its establishment so that 
the people need not go 
outside the State and face 

financial and other hard-
ships.

Informing that the 
government is also plan-
ning to open a Geriatric 
ward to provide better 
health care services to 
elderly persons and a 
new 100 bedded Spe-
cial Ward, Biren said the 
newly constructed Ac-
cident and Trauma Care 
Centre at JNIMS to deal 
with all emergency cases 
will be ready by March 
31, 2018.

“Let us provide bet-
ter healthcare services 
that could bring smiles on 
the face of  the people of  
the State,” he said. “We 
must collectively strive to 
ensure that high standard 

of  professionalism is al-
ways maintained and the 
healthcare professionals 
take care of  the sick, poor 
and the weak with com-
passion and respect.”

M e n t i o n i n g  a b o u t 
referring patients from 
government hospitals to 
private hospitals, he said 
that it is human psychol-
ogy that poor people pre-
fer government hospitals 
for seeking medical treat-
ment because they cannot 
afford for treatment in 
private hospitals.

In his speech, state 
health minister L Jayan-
takumar Singh mentioned 
that the State is facing 
shortage of  doctors and 
nurses and the Govern-

ment is trying its level best 
to cope up with the situa-
tion. He made an earnest 
request to the doctors and 
nurses to serve the people 
of  the State with sincerity 
and dedication. 

 Khurai MLA L Susin-
dro Meitei ,  Secretar y 
Sumant Singh of  Health 
and Family Welfare, Di-
rector Th Bhimo Singh of  
JNIMS,its Medical Super-
intendent Prof  L Ranabir, 
students, teaching and 
non-teaching staffs of  JN-
IMS and others attended 
the function. Chief  Minis-
ter Biren also inaugurated 
Imphal Heart Institute, 
Imphal,a private institute 
at Sagolband in Imphal on 
Monday.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 19 (EMN): In 
order to promote cleanliness 
and a waste free environ-
ment, a village in Manipur’s 
Senapati district declared 
to celebrate “Dustbin Less 
Drive Festival” on Decem-
ber 16 every year.

Formally launching the 
Dustbin Less Drive Festival 
by buying all the dry waste- 
such as papers, plastics, 
sweet wrappers, all kinds 
of  bottles, unused shoes, 
clothes etc generated within 
the village at Rs 20per kilo-
gram, for proper disposal, 
the Kaibi village authority 
has taken a decision in this 
regard on Saturday.

Thus the village author-
ity buys a total of  around 
8000 kilograms of  mixed 
dry waste generated in the 
village and deposited at the 
village land before it was 
transported to an isolated 
location for further disposal. 
The authority of  the village 
which is presently explor-
ing other (future) plans, has 
spent around Rs 1,80,000 
(including transport and 
labour cost) in taking up the 
initiative from their budget.

S e c r e t a r y  P u k e h o 
Athishu of  Kaibi village au-

thority when contacted said 
that they take up this initia-
tive so that we do not require 
any dustbins in our village . 
The idea is to educate the vil-
lagers so that the village can 
keep clean,he felt.

The new way of  cam-
paign cum initiative was 
taken up in the village as 
part of  the national wide 
Swatch Bharat campaign.

Kaibi is village inhabited 
by the Mao community and 
it is located about 100 km 
north of  Imphal having 
around 500 houses and a 
population of  about 3000.  

Athishu also informed 
that they’ve no immediate 
plan as of  now. But they’re 
trying to relocate the waste at 
an isolated and safe place for 
further disposal. The village 
authority is planning to ap-
proach the district authority 
and state administration to 
support the initiative for a 
sustainable waste manage-
ment.

M a n i p u r  ge n e r a t e s 
around 178 tonnes of  solid 
waste on daily basis, ac-
cording to official reports. 
But there is no scientific 
way of  disposing the waste 
in almost all the hill towns 
and villages.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  19 
(IANS): After Lok Sabha 
members on Tuesday ex-
pressed concern over the 
Brahmaputra river being 
polluted by China, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar assured 
the House that he will take 
up the issue at the “highest 
level” in the government.

The matter was raised by 
Bhartruhari Mahtab of  the 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) during 
Zero Hour. Mahtab said pol-
lution in the river which flows 
through China, India and 
Bangladesh, has increased. 
He said that the issue must be 
taken up with Beijing.

Referring to media re-
ports, the BJD leader said 
cement flowing in the river 
water was causing “great 
damage to health of  the 

river and also to irrigation 
facility”.

“Nephelometric Turbid-
ity Unit (NTU) in Siang 
river is very high...,” he said 
raising the issue.

He also urged the Cen-
tre to make the issue public 
and share the response of  
the Chinese government.

Mahtab was joined 
by Bharatiya Janata Party 
member from Assam Bijoya 
Chakravarty, who said the 
water in the river has been 
polluted at the source. 

Chakravarty also said 
that the issue was raised with 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, who promised to take 
it up with External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj.

“It is a very serious is-
sue. Already Brahmaputra 
has been completely pol-

luted... because of  some 
substance coming from Chi-
na. It is contaminated right 
from source... the riparian 
area should be taken care 
of,” she said.

Ananth Kumar joined 
the members in expressing 
concern over the issue.

“This will definitely af-
fect the plain, especially in 
Assam and northeastern 
parts...,” he said.

Water in the Siang river, 
which flows as Yarlung 
Tsangpo from southern Ti-
bet, and becomes the Brah-
maputra river in Assam, has 
turned black. 

Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu and 
his Assam counterpart Sar-
bananda Sonowal have also 
raised the issue with the cen-
tral government.

Agartala, Dec. 19 (IANS): The 
Tripura government on Tuesday 
decided to pay the same salaries and 
allowances to the 10,323 government 
teachers who are set to lose their jobs 
on December 31 but whose services 
have been extended by six months by 
the Supreme Court.

On March 29, the Supreme 
Court had upheld a Tripura High 
Court verdict to terminate the their 
services on grounds of  wrongdoing.

“The Tripura government urged 
the Supreme Court to extend their 
services for another one year beyond 
December 31. But the apex court 
last week extended by six months 
the deadline to terminate them,” 
Information and Finance Minister 
Bhanulal Saha told the media.

He said: “The Supreme Court 
on December 14 also ordered that 
the teachers’ jobs after December 

31 would be on ad-hoc basis. The 
Cabinet on Tuesday decided to give 
the same salaries, allowances and 
other benefits during the extended 
six-month period.”

The minister said the state gov-
ernment would not promulgate any 
ordinance or enact any Validation 
Act as proposed by a former high 
court judge and the affected teachers 
to save the jobs of  10,323 teachers.

In an apparent move to circum-
vent the Supreme Court order, the 
Tripura government had in May 
announced recruitment of  12,000 
non-teaching staff  in the Education 
Department, ostensibly to “accom-
modate” these teachers.

“Those among the 10,323 teach-
ers who do not qualify in the teach-
ers’ eligibility test (TET) can apply 
for the non-teaching staff, whose 
recruitment will start after the Su-

preme Court withdraws its ban on 
the recruitment to 12,000 non-teach-
ing staff  posts,” Saha added.

The state faces dearth of  suit-
able candidates to fill around 16,000 
teachers’ posts.

According to the minister, the 
Supreme Court, following a con-
tempt petition, banned on October 
4 the recruitment of  12,000 non-
teaching staff  until the next hearing 
on January 16.

A section of  the teachers has also 
launched intermittent agitations, in-
cluding road and railway blockades, 
from December 7 to press for their 
demand.

Ahead of  the February 2018 
assembly elections, the proposed 
termination of  these teachers and 
recruitment of  12,000 non-teaching 
staff  is set to become a major politi-
cal issue.



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
STATE HEALTH SOCIETY: NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE.
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

Applications are hereby invited to �ll up the following posts under National Mental 
Health Programme (NMHP), NHM, Nagaland.

Sl. 
No Name of the Post Place of 

posting
No. of 
posts

Requisite Quali�cation and monthly 
remuneration

1. Clinical Psychologist/ 
Psychologist DMHP – Kohima 1 Rs. 30,000/- for M. Phil in Cl. Psychology and 

Rs 18,000/- for MA Psychology

2. Psychiatric Social 
Worker DMHP – Kohima 1 Rs. 30,000/- for M. Phil in PSW and Rs 

18,000/- for MSW

Interested applicants may submit photocopy of all relevant documents along with phone no. 
on or before 12th January 2018, addressed to the Mission Director, National Health Mission, 
Nagaland, Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Ruziezou, Kohima 797001.

Date of interview shall be intimidated to the shortlisted candidates through telephone.
All incumbents are to bring original documents on the day of interview. No separate 

calling letter shall be issued for the above mentioned interview. For any queries, applicant 
may contact +913702270565 on working days between 11:00 am to 3:00pm.

ADVERTISEMENT

Sd/-
Mission Director, NHM.

NL/NRHM/Esst./B-35/HR/2010/3054 Dated Kohima, the 19th December 2017

KG-2240

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE
KOHIMA: NAGALAND

NOTICE INVITING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME FORWARD
 (UNDER PART -1 OF SECTION 375 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)

    Succession Case No 18 of 2017
Where as application under Sucession Act 1925 for grant of Succession Certi�cate for the estate of 
Lt. Pfulhonto Zinyü has �led by Smti. Neikono D/o Lt. Pfulhonto R/o D’Block Colony Kohima to draw 
his:- Account No. 10530638740 (SBI). Who expired on 01-02-2016.

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration of the estate of this 
said deceased may if she/ he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day of 18/1/2018. 

Given under the hand and seal of the court on this 18th day of December 2017.
Principal District & Session Judge

Kohima : Nagaland

NOTICE

K-1503

I, H. KIYEHOTO YEPTHOMI alias KIYEHOTO SUMI alias H. KIYEHOTO SUMI alias 
alias HUKIYE KIYEHOTO YEPTHOMI , s/o/ Shohovi Hukiye Yepthomi, presently 
residing at Atosa Thilixu Village, House No - C/o 64 Doyapur Road, District 
Dimapur, Nagaland, Do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:- 

That I am bonafide Indian Citizen and resides at the above stated place.1. 
That I am the proprietor of M/s Jordan Construction, SB- 40,41, Naga Shopping 2. 
Arcade, Dimapur Nagaland.
That my name is appearing differently as 3. (1) H. KIYEHOTO YEPTHOMI (2) 
KIYEHOTO SUMI (3) H. KIYEHOTO YEPTHOMI (4) HUKIYE KIYEHOTO 
YEPTHOMI refers to my name, or the same and one (1) person only. 
That this affidavit is made to certify my different name and through these 4. 
presents and strength be it known to all concern and make commission/ 
acceptance/ change of my name as declared for all Official purposes and 
intents. 
Hence forth 5. H. KIYEHOTO YEPTHOMI shall be use in all the official purpose/
documents. That the above mentioned statements declared by me are 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and no concealed 
therein. 

DEPONENT 
Solemnly sworn and declared before me on this Date 13/12/17 

CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

AFFIDAVIT

D-4914

Regd.No.1054/17 Date: 13.12.17

I Shri Yankithung Yanthan, EX-MLA, 
General Secretary NPCC, former AICC 
member, and former Treasurer NPCC, 
declared that I have resigned from 
the primary and active membership 
of Indian National Congress. 

Yankithung Yanthan

RESIGNATION FROM INDIAN  
NATIONAL CONGRESS

D-4915

EASTERN ACADEMY

2 Science Teachers (B.Ed, B.Sc., M.Sc.)
1 Boys Warden for hostellers  

(Theology Graduates)
Salary as applicable

Call and submit CV at the School Office 
Contact- 09436013062, 09811783872, 

08860003060

TEACHER VACANCY
Near Airport, Diphupar- A, 4th Mile

D-4916

TÜNYINUMI CLAN, KIKRÜMA VILLAGE

The Tünyinumi Clan, Kikrüma Village extends our heartiest 
congratulations to our youth members for their achievements.
1. NÜTSO TÜNYI, S/o. Hütsoyo Tünyi - PGT (Physics), NPSC 2017
2. NEKHOTO TÜNYI S/o Kühünesa Tünyi - National NE Games 

2014 (Arunachal Pradesh), Gold - 100M. National Level NE 
Games 2016 (Manipur), Gold - 100M. 1st Nagaland Olympics 
2017- 3 Golds (100M., Long Jump, 4x400 Relay), 2 Silvers

3. PEWEÜ TÜNYI, D/o Khrielie Tünyi - Miss. Nagaland 2017, 2nd 

Runner Up & Title Holder - Queen of Hearts.

 (THIPUSEYO TÜNYI) (VEKHOZO TÜNYI)
 Chairman President
 Tünyinumi Clan,  Tünyi Clan, Youth Society
 Kikrüma Village Kikrüma Village

Congratulates
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India’s total sugar production in 
2017-18 to be 249 lakh tonnes

Extend pre-GST duty drawback 
till June: Parliamentary panel

Tata Steel to expand 
Kalinganagar plant by 5mt

Electrified 15,183 villages 
till November 30 — Minister

India’s domestic air passenger 
traffic up 17% in November 

JioPhone opens doors to affordable 
Online entertainment in rural India
Dimapur, Dec. 19 (EMN): 
A growing population of  
internet users in India is us-
ing smartphones to watch 
online video content, with 
the youth forming a signifi-
cant chunk of  it. It is their 
strong desire to watch their 
favourite entertainment 
content on smart phone’s 
that is driving the demand 
for online content today. 
But a careful look at this 
trend would reveal a stark 
disparity. India’s rural mar-
ket that represents more 
than 60% of the country’s 
population, accounts for 
only 35% of the internet 
user community stated a 
press note.

The principal culprit of  
this disparity is the lack of  
affordable smartphones in 
rural areas. It’s no wonder 
that an overwhelming sec-
tion of  the rural population 
still uses feature phones. 
But the recent launch of  a 
highly affordable ‘smart’ 
feature phone, called Jio 
Phone, is set to change the 
rural internet consumption 
scenario forever. 

Launched by Reliance 
Jio, the phone, which is 
available for a refundable 
deposit of  just Rs 1500, 
appears to be a modest fea-
turephone on the outside. 

But a closer scrutiny would 
reveal that it is more loaded 
than many high-end, so-
phisticated smartphones. It 
is the world’s one and only 
4G LTE feature phone, and 
is technologically equipped 
to serve the many needs of  
the rural consumer, espe-
cially in the domain of  on-
line entertainment.

Affordable price and 
tariff: One can own a Jio-
Phone by paying a fully 
refundable amount of  Rs 
1500. The lucrative price 
tag makes it easy for fea-
ture phone users to migrate 
to a JioPhone. The phone 
works on a recharge plan 
of  Rs 153 – a highly afford-
able amount even as per 
rural standards. Under the 
plan, all incoming and out-
going calls on a JioPhone 
are free. The user also gets 
14GB worth of  4G data.  

Reliance Jio had regis-
tered 6 million JioPhone 
bookings when it opened 
the booking window. A 
sizeable chunk of  these or-
ders came from rural mar-
kets. The phone has cer-
tainly struck a chord with 
the rural masses that are 
ever-willing to try out new-
age digital tools that add 
value to their lives and pro-
vide wings to their digital 

New Delhi, Dec 19 (IANS): 
A parliamentary panel has 
suggested that the govern-
ment extend the duty draw-
back rates for exporters pre-
vailing prior to the roll out of  
the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) until June next year 
or till the revenue depart-
ment fixes the revised rates. 
In its report on the “Impact 
of Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) on Exports” tabled in 
both houses of parliament 
on Tuesday, the Standing 
Committee on Commerce 
chaired by Naresh Gujral 
(Rajya Sabha/Akali Dal) 
recommended that a formal 
mechanism be instituted for 
redressing the grievances of  
exporters. 

“In order to bring relief  
to the exporters, the Com-
mittee recommends that the 
Department of Revenue, 
Ministry of Finance extend 
the pre-GST duty drawback 
rates till June 30, 2018, or 
till such time the Depart-
ment works out the revised 
duty drawback rates,” the 
report said. 

“The Committee hopes 
that this will enable the 
exporters to overcome the 

Mumbai, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
Tata Steel on Tuesday said 
its board has approved ex-
pansion of Kalinganagar 
plant’s capacity by five mil-
lion tonnes per annum at 
an estimated investment of  
Rs 23,500 crore and this is 
expected to be completed 
within 48 months.

“Following the success-
ful implementation of the 
phase 1 of the Kalinganagar 
project in Odisha, the board 
today (Tuesday) approved 

Extension of last date for invitation of applications 
for the National Awards for outstanding services in 
the field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance 
(Drug) Abuse, 2018. 

Applications had been invited by this Ministry for 
the National Awards for outstanding services in the 
field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) 
Abuse, 2018 to be given on 26th June, 2018. The last 
date of receiving the applications was 1st Decem-
ber, 2017. It has now been extended upto 15th 
January, 2018. 

The applications duly recommended and com-
pleted in all respects must reach to the Joint Secretary 
(SD), Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, 
Room No.616, ‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 
-110001 latest by 15th January, 2018. 

Application received after the last date and/or not 
recommended by the prescribed authority/persons 
will not be entertained. For details, kindly see our 
website www.socialjustice.nic.in.

***

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT

[DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT]

Davp 38101/11/0072/1718

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (IANS): Domes-
tic air passenger traffic rose to 1.04 
crore in November -- up 16.99 per 
cent -- from 89.66 lakh reported for the 
corresponding month of 2016, official 
data showed on Tuesday.

The total domestic air passenger 
traffic had risen by 20.52 per cent to 
104.51 lakh in October.

Data furnished by the Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
revealed that passenger traffic during 
the January-November period grew by 
over 17 per cent.

“Passengers carried by domestic 
airlines during January-November 
2017 were 1,059.34 lakhs as against 
903.36 lakhs during the corresponding 
period of previous year thereby regis-
tering a growth of 17.27 per cent,” the 
DGCA said in its monthly domestic 
traffic report.

According to the data, low-cost 
carrier SpiceJet had the highest passen-
ger load factor (PLF) -- a measure of  
capacity utilisation of the airline -- at 
95.5 per cent during November.

“SpiceJet also recorded the high-

est load factor for the 32nd month in 
a row. The load factor at 95.5 per cent 
is also the highest in SpiceJet’s history. 
This has set a new threshold in global 
aviation and we are proud of  that,” 
SpiceJet’s CMD Ajay Singh said.

SpiceJet was followed by budget 
passenger carriers IndiGo with PLF 
at 90.7 per cent and GoAir at 90 per 
cent.

“The passenger load factor in the 
month of November 2017 has shown 
increasing trend compared to previous 
month primarily due to the ongoing 
tourist season,” the monthly statistical 
analysis said.

The data noted that SpiceJet led 
the industry with 81.9 per cent punc-
tuality rate (on-time performance) 
at four major airports of  Bengaluru, 
New Delhi, Hyderabad and Mumbai. 
It was followed by IndiGo (80.4) 
and Air India’s domestic operations 
(69.3).

The overall cancellation rate of  
scheduled domestic airlines for No-
vember 2017 stood at 0.48 per cent.

In addition, the data disclosed that 

a total of 716 passenger-related com-
plaints were received last month.

“The number of  complaints per 
10,000 passengers carried for the 
month of Nov 2017 has been around 
0.68,” the monthly analysis said.

The data revealed that IndiGo led 
the industry with the highest market 
share of  39.4 per cent, followed by 
Jet Airways (15.2), Air India (13.6), 
SpiceJet (12.6), and GoAir (8.9).

AirAsia India had a market share 
of  4.2 per cent, followed by Vistara 
(3.6), JetLite (2.3) and Trujet (0.3).

Yatra.com’s COO (B2C) Sharat 
Dhall said: “The month of November 
has been good for all the airlines as 
the passenger load factor continues 
to grow compared to the previous 
months.”

“The domestic air passenger mar-
ket grew by 16.99 per cent in Novem-
ber over last year and we are optimistic 
that this double digit growth will 
continue in the coming months driven 
by economical ticket prices, increas-
ing capacity and a number of  long 
weekends.”

aspirations. It has opened a 
new chapter in the digitisa-
tion of  rural India.

JioPhone: Features 
that make it tick
Premium entertainment 
apps: JioPhone comes 
preloaded with premium 
multimedia apps such as 
JioTV, JioCinema and Ji-
oMusic. These apps allow 
the user to watch popular 
movies and daily soaps us-
ing Jio’s 4G network. The 
JioTV app provides access 
to over 400 TV channels. 
Its Catch-up service allows 
user to access any soap epi-
sode aired in the past seven 
days. The JioMusic app 
has a library of  millions of  

music tracks across various 
genres, moods, artists and 
languages. These apps can 
even be accessed and op-
erated through voice com-
mands.

Powerful speakers and 
battery: The JioPhone 
speakers are so powerful 
that you can listen to good 
quality music without us-
ing headphones. Powered 
by a 2000mAh battery and 
equipped with a radio,the 
phone isacompletesound 
system.This feature will 
find a lot of  takers in the 
rural market where listen-
ing to music is a popular 
pastime.

Multi-lingual voice 
command: The JioPhone 
supports all 22 major In-
dian languages. Using its 
voice command feature, 
you dictate an SMS, men-
tioning the name of  the in-
tended recipient, and have 
thephone type it on its own 
and send it to the recipient. 
Being a feature phone, it has 
an alpha-numeric keypad 
– not the QWERTY one. 
Sending out lengthy mes-
sages would have required 
prolonged tap-tapping of  
the keypad, but the voice 
command that works like a 
charm has solved the prob-
lem once and for all.

New Delhi, Dec. 19 
(IANS): The total sugar 
production this year is esti-
mated to be around 249 lakh 
tonnes against estimated 
consumption requirement 
of  about 250 lakh tonnes, 
an official statement said 
on Tuesday.

The Consumer Affairs 
Ministry statement said 
that the the total availabil-
ity of  sugar was sufficient 
to meet the estimated do-
mestic requirement with 
the carry over stock.

“There will be smooth 
availability of  sugar and the 
sugar prices in the domes-
tic market are expected to 

New Delhi, Dec. 19 
(IANS): The govern-
ment has electrified 
15,183 villages till No-
vember 30, 2017, the 
Rajya Sabha was in-
formed on Tuesday.

According to Min-
ister of  State for Power 
and New & Renew-
able Energy Raj Kumar 
Singh as on 1st April, 
2015, there were 18,452 
un-electrified villages in 
the country.

“... As on 1st April, 
2015, there were 18,452 
un-electrified villages in 
the country and as on 
30th November, 2017, 
15,183 villages have 
been electrified and 
1,052 villages have been 
found uninhabited. All 
un-electrified villages 
are targeted for elec-
trification by 1st May, 
2018,” the minister said 
in a written reply in the 
Rajya Sabha.

remain stable at reasonable levels,” 
it said.

It said the current 2017-18 sug-
ar season that started from Octo-
ber, sugar cane crushing operations 
in all major sugar producing states 
had commenced smoothly. 

“Given the current comfortable 
position of  production and in or-
der to further smoothen the supply 
chain for easy availability of  sugar 
in all regions, (the) government has 
withdrawn stock holding and turn-
over limits on dealers of  sugar with 
immediate effect,” it said.problems being faced by 

them currently besides help-
ing them to take a long term 
perspective while negotiat-
ing export orders,” it added. 

Noting that the GST 
refund mechanism for ex-
porters is “tardy and cum-
bersome” due to several 
operational issues, the com-
mittee also suggested that a 
simplified system for filing 
of refunds needs to be de-
vised for the ease of doing 
business. 

the next phase of expansion 
of capacity in Kalinganagar 
by 5 million tonnes per an-
num from 3 million tonne 
per annum (Mtpa) to 8 
mtpa,” the steel maker said 
in a regulatory filing.
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The Divide

T
here is nothing called moral victory or loss in politics. 
So at the end of  the day, it is the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) which will be in power in Gandhinagar, Gu-
jarat. The Prime Minister has termed the victory as 

historic and unprecedented. In the same breath Narendra Modi 
added that this victory is the result of  the development agenda 
of  his government. Other BJP leaders have credited the Prime 
Minister for this victory. On the other hand, the opposition par-
ties mocked at the ruling party. According to those parties, BJP 
has virtually lost the election as it couldn’t win even 100 seats 
in Gujarat. Without entering in to such meaningless debates, it 
will be wise to dissect the Gujarat results and the lessons should 
be learnt from this verdict.

The biggest and worrying lesson that Gujarat results deliv-
ered is the fact that notwithstanding being one of  the most ad-
vanced states of  the country, urban-rural divide in the state has 
reached to an alarming proportion. In other words, this phe-
nomenon can be termed as rich-poor divide. The main reason 
behind this expanding gap between rich and poor in Gujarat 
is the fact that BJP for years has neglected the people living in 
the rural areas of  the state. Mr. Modi and his party is a strong 
advocate of  capitalist economy and as a result during his rule in 
Gujarat since 2002, the rich has become richer and the poor has 
become poorer. Narendra Modi and his followers had willfully 
bypassed the welfare role that the state is supposed to play to 
lift the downtrodden. Secondly, while following the capitalist 
model of  economy, the BJP government in Gujarat neglected 
the agriculture sector too which can be termed as a cardinal sin 
in respect to India as over 50 per cent of  the country’s work-
force are engaged in farming. Forget about offering the farmers 
minimum support price, they are even denied of  irrigation facil-
ities. The much talked about  Sardar Sarovar Dam project that 
would help irrigation in 18 lakh hectares of  farm land in Kutch 
and Saurastra region of  Gujarat is yet to materialise. Till now 
only 3 lakh hectares of  land are getting the benefits of  this much 
touted project. These hard facts have failed to deter Mr. Modi 
and company to claim the credits for bringing water in the re-
gion and to blame the predecessors for failing to do so. During 
campaigning Mr.Modi may term anything as his achievements, 
but the point here is that the Indian electorate is smart enough 
to be aware of  the realities. So, no matter how much the leaders 
shout from the rooftops, they cannot escape the wrath of  the 
people after failing to deliver. This is exactly what happened 
in Gujarat. It is Mr. Modi or his party’s prerogative to follow 
a particular development model. There is no quarrel regarding 
their choice. But the fact remains that they will have to protect 
the interests of  the rural and poor people. Gujarat election re-
sults clearly show that BJP has failed to safeguard the marginal 
people.

This is not only the story of  Gujarat, but also the story of  
entire country. The divide between urban–rural, rich–poor is 
ever increasing. There is an urgent need to prevent this expan-
sion. Otherwise, it will spell a doom for the saffron brigade in 
the coming elections too.  

Christmas is about God taking extreme measures 
to reclaim those who were lost.

 few years ago, a friend of mine lost track of her young 
son while walking through a swarm of people at Union 
Station in Chicago. Needless to say, it was a terrifying 

experience. Frantically, she yelled his name and ran back up the esca-
lator, retracing her steps in an effort to find her little boy. The minutes 
of separation seemed like hours, until suddenly—thankfully—her son 
emerged from the crowd and ran to the safety of her arms.

Thinking of my friend who would have done anything to find her 
child fills me with a renewed sense of gratitude for the amazing work 
God did to save us. From the time God’s first image-bearers—Adam 
and Eve—wandered off in sin, He lamented the loss of fellowship with 
His people. He went to great lengths to restore the relationship by 
sending His one and only Son “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 
19:10). Without the birth of Jesus, and without His willingness to die 
to pay the price for our sin and to bring us to God, we would have 
nothing to celebrate at Christmastime.

So this Christmas, let’s be thankful that God took extreme meas-
ures by sending Jesus to reclaim our fellowship with Him. Although 
we once were lost, because of Jesus we have been found!
Heavenly Father, in the midst of all the joy of Christmas, remind 
me that the true meaning of this season lies in the depth of Your 
love. Thank You for sending Jesus to reclaim undeserving people 

like me!

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 19:1–10  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.                      
    ~  Luke 19:10

We all have witnessed the 
recent agitation in the 
form of  hunger strike 
at Kohima by ACAUT, 

PSAN and CTAN under the banner 
“Public Coordination Committee” 
(PCC). The PCC sent out a clear 
message through press release that 
the Government scrapping all Grade 
III posts under the purview of  NPSC 
was a serious threat towards achiev-
ing dreams and aspirations of  educat-
ed unemployed youths of  Nagaland 
which was in terms of  thousands. 
What pains me most was seeing just 
hardly ten volunteers on the altar for 
the thousands of  educated unem-
ployed youths of  Nagaland on 15th 
December 2017.

When the PCC fights for Naga 
educated unemployed youths, they 
mean all those who have registered 
themselves as “unemployed” at the 
offices of  the 11 District Employment 
Officers across the state. Yes, we do 
have thousands but where were they 
on the day when only a handful of  
them were braving the chilly winter of  
Kohima on an empty stomach? The 
point here is, do the so called Naga ed-
ucated unemployed youth even know 
their rights? Do they have any union, 
association or forum to fight for their 
rights? Hunger strike program was 
widely published in local dailies as 
well as across the social media and I’m 

sure many were waging war of  words 
behind their mobile phones and com-
puters yapping about what and how 
it should be carried out, giving ‘likes’ 
and sharing ‘gifs’ without coming out 
of  your homes and taking a stand for 
yourselves. Do you know that one’s 
destiny is shaped by oneself ?

ACAUT fought tooth and nail for 
PDS scam in the recent past. Its lead-
ers were arrested like criminals for 
raising a voice on behalf  of  the poor 
public. But know what? They haven’t 
tasted a single plate of  PDS rice in 
their lives. ACAUT leaders fought 
not for themselves but for the reason 
that the right thing did not reach the 
right people. Now that the public are 
getting better access to PDS, do they 
even realize that it is because of  the 
ACAUT? How many of  them turned 
up as volunteers to face water cannon 
and tear gas? It really puts me off  to 
hear some ignorant villagers saying 
supply of  rice bags is made avail-
able to public these days after Naren-
dra Modi took over as the country’s 
Prime Minister.

We Nagas do not know even how 
to count our blessings. We cannot 
empower ourselves by employing our-
selves yet we can’t join in when others 
are fighting for us, what are we then? 
Why don’t we mourn the death of  our 
failures and say RIP to our potentials? 
Despite our inactivity and laziness, 

we point our rusted fingers at Govern-
ment, crucify the politicians, shift re-
sponsibility and blame the HoDs and 
the bureaucrats.

 Hello educated youngsters, we 
still remember your energy during 
ULB election this year. A total shut 
down of  weeks altogether where 
many of  you played an active role. 
Sea of  people filled the streets to fight 
women. You insulted the whole edu-
cated Naga women, stating that we 
were born to play our role only in the 
kitchen but remember, there were two 
brave women boldly taking part in 
the hunger strike alongside eight men 
this time when you wannabes Arnold 
Schwarzenegger with masculine mus-
cle choose to remain at home like an 
ailing chicken. Very interesting to 
watch you guys today being reduced 
to Sir Rabbit and Sir Mouse when the 
moment of  truth came. What is the 
point of  beating drums and making 
melody inside the rat hole?

To Facebook brave hearts, how 
long will you remain useless Bruce 
Lee? How long will you make noise, 
shouting your piles out only to show 
off  Ninja skill online? Blogs are most-
ly polluted with wannabes world cup 
superstars but not even fit for Paral-
ympics. No miracles, signs and won-
ders would land on the four walls of  
your room unless you are Rajnikant.

 If  you’re educated unemployed 

but not ready to participate in this 
fight led by PCC, you could be some-
one who only long for reservation, 
quota is something you die for, spe-
cial consideration is what you expect 
in life, backdoor is your salvation and 
you build your highway through po-
litical access.

I personally appreciate the resi-
dents of  Phezoucha for extending help 
to hunger strike volunteers by provid-
ing blankets, chairs and firewood as 
reported in the local media. The PCC 
was able to add another feather on 
it’s wings that day when the Govern-
ment agreed to direct NPSC to declare 
answer keys at all stages of  both civil 
service and technical examinations. 
By the way, the fight is not yet over, 
the PCC still insists on 26th October 
Memorandum and warned that they 
would resume hunger strike with full 
intensity if  the said order is not re-
voked by Government. My question 
here is, will the targeted group join in 
if  the follow-up agitation should come 
up? It would be pathetic on the part 
of  youngsters to call themselves “Edu-
cated Unemployed Youth” when they 
aren’t good for themselves. Knock ! 
Knock ! it is High time we realize it 
would be more than shameful to con-
tinue to depend on other’s hunger, 
sweat and blood forever.

 Vikali Shikhu

Naga nationalism has its deep roots in 
Naga history. But the issue of  taxes for 
running a modern nation state started 
only in the mid-1940s. It began by col-

lection of  Rs.1/- from every Naga citizen in the 
latter part of  1946. Those who could not afford 
to pay even this Rs.1/- in cash, paid their mem-
bership fee in the form of  donating pumpkins, etc 
in lieu of  cash. As the struggle continued and an 
impromptu Naga Army called the Safe Guards be-
came necessary for self-defence purposes, ordinary 
villagers voluntarily contributed rice, paddy and 
livestock for the maintenance of  this army. In fact, 
many simple villagers contributed huge baskets af-
ter baskets of  paddy and many livestock for the na-
tional cause. Later on, as the self-defence activities 
expanded, the Federal Government of  Nagaland 
(FGN), started a household tax of  a few Rupees 
from every Naga household. This necessary tax 
was collected for the running of  the government 
and the maintenance of  the Naga army. All these 
tax-paying activities were done on a voluntary ba-
sis and never in the form of  extorting the Naga 
public with threat.

But most annoyingly, today the taxation of  the 
citizens for running the governmental activities is 
being done in the form of  exorbitant extortions by 
the various breakaway factional governments. In 

the process, many Naga citizens have even been 
shot to death for failure to pay up these exorbitant 
so-called national taxes. As for the armed person-
nel and civil officers of  these factions, I would per-
sonally think that only 5% of  their whole outfits 
are genuine national workers. The rest 95% are just 
masquerades – wholeheartedly engaged in a huge 
extortion industry. They are of  course, assisted by 
many officials of  the Nagaland state government. 
They have all made their millions out of  this boom-
ing industry-all at India’s expenses!                                                                                                        

As for members of  the official NNC and FGN, 
they are carrying on their official duties in an un-
interrupted continuity from 1946 to the present. 
They have been doing these duties without any 
salaries or material comforts. In this connec-
tion, the present annual NNC membership fee of  
Rs.20/- and house tax of  Rs.200/- for FGN for one 
whole year has been cleverly evaded by every Naga 
citizen under the Tribal Hoho’s directive of: “One 
tax only when all the Naga factional groups unite 
under one government.” But the fact of  our his-
tory is one where the official NNC and FGN can 
never unite with the various factions who- for their 
own political ideologies and agendas- have broken 
away from the parent body. In such a situation, to 
ask the NNC and FGN to join these breakaway 
groups is not different from asking the NNC and 

FGN to join the 16 Point Agreement and come un-
der the Constitution of  India. Such a proposal is 
unthinkable because the NNC and FGN were not 
established so that Nagas can become a “puppet” 
state under India or have a “shared sovereignty” 
with India. As for the NNC and FGN, its doors are 
all wide open for any prodigal son to return home. 
This is because the NNC and FGN do not belong 
to some individuals but the whole Naga nation.

Also, in this clever evasive stand of  the Naga 
public, the issue boils down to this conclusion: 
That whereas yesterday, even poor villagers had 
donated entire baskets of  paddy and cows and pigs 
freely, the present Naga public are so stingy, they 
are not willing to donate even Rs.20 and Rs.200 
annually as taxes to the legitimate government and 
political institution of  the Naga nation. (Please let 
the general public note here, that Rs.20 is just the 
price of  one Biri packet and Rs.200 is just the price 
of  a kilogram of  pork).

In the light of  all these present “evasive” acts 
on the part of  the Naga public, if  the original Naga 
national stand should be grievously injured again 
in another tragic fiasco like the 16 Point Agree-
ment, let the public not blame the true national 
workers but blame themselves for all the conse-
quences thereof.         

Kaka D. Iralu

Knock! Knock! Any Educated Unemployed Youth Alive?

Present Exorbitant Taxes and Naga 
Nationalism of Yesterday and Today

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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PATH

E x t r e m e  M e a s u r e s

Ambrose .J. Chakre

Sometimes we may likely get carried away by 
the smooth talk of  a professed holy man. The 
weak willed and ignorant people are their main 
victims. A man or woman may appear to be 

good by the life he or she lives but that does not pos-
sibly mean they are good man and woman of  God. It 
has to be made known that many good man and wom-
an will go to hell. It sounds unlikely but the truth is 
that such will be the fate of  the unsaved. Knowing that 
many believes in the Word many false prophets and 
teachers has been sent out into the world to confuse 
the minds of  many. What makes them commit such 
a sin is because of  their hunger for destruction. Death 
and destruction will always be part of  this world until 
the coming of  the Lord. The way missionaries are sent 
out to preach repentance. In the same way the agents 
of  Satan are also commissioned to create chaos and 
confusion among the followers of  the Word. It is not 
surprising that such things are happening because it 
had been written from long ago that such things would 
take place in the end of  times. The manner in which 
these new age movements are carried out signifies the 

signs of  the end of  times.
The Word makes it clear that all these things has 

to come to pass before the coming of  the Lord. All 
that is happening are just the beginning of  all that is to 
take place. Heresies are on the rise, controversies in the 
Church ministries are been exposed, new Bibles are 
being introduced, new religions are being followed, 
various cults and sects are making their presence felt, 
all these are the fulfillment of  the prophecies that had 
been foretold. It is no surprising to see these followers 
of  the anti Christ desperately working hard to confuse 
the minds of  many. These group of  condemned intel-
lectuals are a liability to the society. What they do is 
sow the seeds of  corruption. And what they will reap 
will be fruits of  corruption. The suicide bombers are 
the ones they can be compared with. What makes 
them despisable is their appetite for destruction. They 
are the followers of  their own religion and fans of  their 
own ideologies. The Word makes it clear that whoever 
sows destruction will be punished with death.

Don’t be deceived by what they are but be aware of  
what they preach lest you become like them. It is writ-
ten that whoever preaches another gospel other than 
the one that is being preached shall be cursed. What 
these so called wolves preaches are half  truths. They 

expand their ministry of  destruction through sermon 
tapes, books and music. This is not to make you skep-
tical of  all the preachers whom you encounter. But 
this is to equip you better to confront the critics of  the 
Word. What they endorse is the doctrine of  self  pro-
motion. Sadly many are influenced by their deceptive 
tactics. Be on your guard against them. They are what 
they are and they will be punished because of  what 
they are. The Word states that they will be paid back 
with harm for the harm they had done. (2 Peter 2:13)

Since they had been one in spirit with the spirit 
of  wickedness they will be punished with death. For 
the Word clearly states that the wages of  wickedness 
is death. All that had been said is happening and all 
that is to take place will soon be revealed in due course 
of  time. Don’t become one with them and share their 
fate. Be equipped with the Word of  truth that you shall 
not be deceived. There are people who needs to be 
rescued from their clutches and you are the answer to 
all those in need. Learn what you have to learn that 
you can do what you have to do. Let your contribution 
to the Church of  Christ be noteworthy. Be what the 
Word expects you to be and we shall be crowned with 
the Crown of Glory someday. This is our responsibil-
ity to be good shepherds to our flocks.

2017 is coming to an end and by now 
most of  the Unions and Hoho’s might 
have had their general meeting, planned 
out proposals for 2018 and waiting 
with folded hands for the countdown. 
If  then, what’s there in 2018 calendar? 
Organizing raffle draws, bringing out 
calendars for union’s fund raiser, organ-
izing revivals, sponsoring missionaries, 
celebrating jubilees, organizing festivals 
as usual or do we take into considera-
tion the issues which are real and se-
rious threats for the survival of  our 
people as a whole like corruption, nep-
otism, illegal immigrants, unemploy-
ment, border issues and underdevelop-
ment which are eating our society from 
inside and for which we need a remedy 
from within our society.

Nagaland and Nagas are made up 
of  individuals, families, clans, villages 
and tribes as one. Our common threats 
and problems cannot be solve by one 
single organization like ACAUT or 
Survival Nagaland without the active 
participation of  all the people from the 
grass root nor will it make any sense 
to hand over the readymade solution 
to Nagas unless we felt it ourselves the 

problems that are threatening the exist-
ence of  Nagas at present. It is common 
sense that only when the problems that 
are destroying our society is felt and dis-
cussed at the kitchen and dining table of  
all the families, clans, villages and tribes 
and come together as one to shoulder 
the responsibilities that we Nagas have 
at present, we can counter the antiso-
cial elements face on and deal with it 
appropriately. However determined or 
strong, it is not possible to single hand-
edly fight the common enemy of  Nagas 
nor is it possible to win over issues like 
corruption by single organization like 
ACAUT.

The year 2017 has witness how 
much we Nagas can do and achieve by 
the sacrifice of  few brave people and or-
ganizations with the support of  handful 
of  Samaritans but the real battle is yet to 
be fought. All the stakeholders have to 
play their role. Victory is assured if  we 
stand together with will and determina-
tion. Today, on average we have enough 
rich people. We have enough educated 
people. But education, wealth or mon-
ey is not enough. Nor is dream, vision 
or wishes sufficed to win the battle of  

corruption. But we need to have spine, 
will and determination as an individual 
and as a society from grass root level to 
the top and act together. Then only we 
can bring about tangible transformation 
in our society to salvage our land from 
imbedding doom.

We are not corrupt by birth nor is 
our land barren. Our believe system 
(gospel) is also not at fault. But our sys-
tem is corrupt and rotten from inside. 
Therefore, we have to fight together 
and destroy this corrupt system shoul-
dering little bit of  inconvenience on 
our part. Our past tells us that we are 
not coward by birth nor did we fought 
invaders with wealth or sophisticated 
weapons or by intellect. But we fought 
together with determination and will 
as a human race with common sense 
and bravery. If  it is true that the future 
is determine by what we do or plan out 
today, 2018 will depend on what reso-
lution our organizations have taken in 
their respective meetings. Therefore, 
why not we the Nagas, as an individual, 
clans, villages, tribes, both in rural and 
urban areas recognize, understand and 
accept corruption, nepotism, ism, ille-

gal immigrants, unemployment and un-
derdevelopment as the real issue facing 
us today and make plans to fight them 
at every level from the smallest to the 
largest organization in Nagaland.

In the 50s Nagas faced problems 
from outside and we won. Whether 
the crooked world acknowledge it or 
not, today our greatest threat is from 
inside. Can we come together as one 
nation, one people and face the men-
ace in 2018 much more harder than in 
2017 or will 2018 just going to be like 
other previous years – busy planning 
for revival, jubilees, bringing out calen-
dars, selling lottery ticket, hosting rock 
shows and house to house visit in small 
groups for donation, raising fund for so 
and so social fantasies in the midst of  
political turmoil when our real threats 
are ignored as usual. What’s there in 
2018 calendar Nagas? It’s high time for 
a reality check. Few brave Nagas roared 
in 2017. Why not Nagas roar together 
once again against corruption in 2018 
and show the world that the present 
generations of  Nagas are not coward.

Dr. Tialiba

What’s There in 2018 Calendar?

The New Age Movement
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Sondra Bacharach | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Attend to your 
home today and take care of  chores. Clean the 
floor, do laundry. Make lists and stick to them. 
You may notice that there is a strong ground-

ing feeling to the day that helps you stay on task. Efficien-
cy is the name of  the game. You’re likely to experience 
a surge of  progress in your work that comes when your 
emotions are grounded.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may ex-
perience a burst of  physical energy today that 
urges you to bring life to your emotions. Act 
out your true feelings at all times. Make it 

known that you’re a force to be reckoned with. There’s 
no need to be threatening or outwardly aggressive. Know 
that if  someone taunts you, you have the strength and 
courage to defend yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your practi-
cal nature should be appreciated under the 
prevailing aspects. There’s a powerful force 
helping you in every task you undertake, and 

the strength of  will to get things done. Feel free to 
tackle detail-oriented, menial tasks the have been cry-
ing for your attention. It’s time to get these things out 
of  the way.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The key today 
is to keep things practical. Try to keep your fo-
cus and hold your ground. People aren’t going 
to be concerned with fanciful daydreaming, so 

keep these feelings to yourself. Do your best to tune into 
the energy of  the group by helping out a greater cause in 
whatever way you can. Go into a garden and feel the dirt 
in your hands.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The good news is 
that today you should be able to find stable 
ground for your intense emotions. There’s ag-
gressiveness to your nature that may manifest. 

As long as you can keep this tendency under control, 
things should be fine. There’s no need to cause a fight to-
day. The key is to keep grounded and get things done. 
Practical issues will be of  primary concern.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There’s aggres-
siveness to your emotions today. This feeling 
will command your attention and demand that 
you be stable and reasonable regarding all tasks 

you undertake. Be honest and understanding. No one will 
understand obscure metaphors unless they have some 
practical use. Water your plants and clean up your yard. 
The closer you can be to the Earth today, the better.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Make the most 
of  this day, because energy like this doesn’t 
come around often. Feel the aggressiveness in 
your nature that urges you to get things done. 

Instead of  getting frustrated by the number of  tasks, feel 
the motivation within. Take care of  practical matters and 
attend to issues regarding your goals and career.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): The day may 
barely get started unless you center yourself  
and ground your powerful emotions. Your 
usual detachment may help you deal with is-

sues on a cerebral level, but today you need to be more 
emotionally receptive. Do what you can to bring more 
stability to your life. Take an aggressive stance toward 
completing any practical matters that are clamoring to 
get done.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
may have to take a break today from your time 
in the clouds. Touch down and deal with prac-
tical issues that you normally avoid. There’s a 

great deal of  strength to your emotions, and your nature 
is more aggressive than usual. Use this powerful energy 
combination to your advantage. Don’t let others steer you 
in a direction you don’t want to go.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your 
emotions are going to have a special kick to-
day, which you’re apt to take very seriously. 
There’s a strong instinct within you that’s 

ready to defend your sensitive feelings. The trick today 
is to stay grounded and focused. Plan and organize and 
you’ll be able to get quite a bit done. Don’t act rashly if  
someone crosses you.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a ter-
rific day for you. Not only are your emotions 
at a cyclical peak but they also have added 
strength that will help you stay courageous 

in the face of  any opposition that comes your way. The 
good news is that your planning may pay off. There are 
strong forces at work helping you to make progress to-
ward your goals.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Bring your 
flighty nature back down to Earth today. It’s 
important for others to have their say. Don’t in-
terrupt when they’re talking. Keep your mouth 

shut and your ears open. Reality will pay you back today 
for whatever seeds you’ve sown, favorable or not. This is 
a good time to take a walk in the woods and reconnect 
with the Earth.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Arenla Jamir | thewire.in

The success of  ASEAN as 
the world’s most important 
regional organisation after 

the European Union is 
reiterated several times in 

the book.
Southeast Asia is a diverse and com-
plex region where every major cul-
ture and civilisation of  the world 
finds a place. There is a rich debate 
about the ‘identity’ of  Southeast Asia 
as a coherent region in comparison to 
other regions of  the world. The gen-
eral summary is that four waves of  
cultural influence shaped Southeast 
Asia: Indian, Chinese, Muslim and 
Western – the fact that some of  these 
are civilisational descriptors with a 
variety of  ethnic influences within 
the larger civilisations is an additional 
factor of  complexity. Modern South-
east Asia, comprising mainland and 
maritime countries including Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor 
Leste and Vietnam, presents an ex-
ample of  varied cultures living to-
gether and thriving, despite the region 
experiencing decades of  conflicts.

The year 2017 marks the 50th 
year of  the establishment of  the As-
sociation of  Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), an association whose 
contribution towards regional peace, 
stability and prosperity goes beyond 
Southeast Asia to the wider Asia-
Pacific region. ASEAN was created 
with the Declaration of  Bangkok in 
1967 by its original members Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singa-
pore and Thailand. It subsequently 
expanded to include Brunei Darus-
salam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam. Despite its diversity, 
ASEAN has created a sense of  com-
munity and identity which is unique 
from other regions.

The ASEAN Miracle: A Catalyst for 
Peace by Kishore Mahbubani and 
Jeffrey Sng is a welcome addition to 
the literature about ASEAN. At a 
time when western internationalism 
is in retreat and the future of  regional 

organisations have been questioned, 
this book serves, as Amitav Acharya 
writes, as “a refreshingly hopeful re-
minder of  how a group of  small and 
developing countries can lead the 
way in building peace and progress”.

The book makes an optimistic as-
sessment about ASEAN’s contribu-
tion to regional peace and prosperity. 
The success of  ASEAN as the world’s 
most important regional organisation 
after the European Union (EU) is re-
iterated several times in the book. En-
gagingly written, ASEAN Miracle at-
tributes the success of  ASEAN to the 
fear of  expansionary communism, 
the role of  strong leaders, geopoliti-
cal luck, market-oriented economic 
policy, and creating a series of  re-
gional and extra-regional multilateral 
platforms that engages ASEAN with 
its dialogue partners in ASEAN-led 
processes. These include the An-
nual Ministerial Meeting (AMM), 
Post-Ministerial Conference (PMC), 
Asia-Pacific Economic Partnership 
(APEC) and ASEAN Regional Fo-
rum (ARF) among others. Through 
these multilateral initiatives, ASEAN 
has maintained stable relations with 
the great powers in Asia. The authors 
observe, “as is normal with most liv-
ing processes, good fortune and mis-
fortune intervened from time to time 
to influence the course of  ASEAN’s 
development” (p.49). The journey 
of  ASEAN was not a cakewalk and 
its relevance and ability to adapt to 
changes were constantly under chal-
lenge.

The obsessive fear of  founding 
members and of  communist expan-
sion receded with the end of  the Cold 
War. The fear factor is important to 
measure the success of  ASEAN and 
to generate ASEAN’s cohesion and 
solidarity as it was “the critical glue 
that held the five countries together” 
(p.53). As the fear faded, the found-
ing leaders opened their markets by 
embracing a market-oriented econ-
omy integrating the entire Southeast 
Asian region into a larger East Asian 
region. An open regionalism, in the 
way of  accommodating external 
powers, has been the most visible 
manifestations of  ASEAN.

ASEAN is now indispensable 
in the region. It has helped shape 
regional interactions with the great 

powers including China, India, Japan 
and the US. The book’s third chapter 
documents how the great powers have 
a vested interest in ASEAN’s survival 
and success, despite their own con-
tradictory interests in the region. The 
authors caution the great powers “to 
reflect deeply and carefully on their 
long-term interests vis-à-vis ASEAN” 
(p.76) and are critical of  the US and 
China’s insufficient attention towards 
ASEAN (p.77). For instance, the au-
thors disapprove the inconsistent at-
titude of  the US towards the region 
(illustrated in three phases, pg 83-91) 
from extreme cordiality, to rejection, 
to a renewed relationship initiated 
by President Barack Obama, and to 
a period of  great uncertainty created 
by President Donald Trump.

The ASEAN-China relationship 
is portrayed in three phases – from 
hostility to ‘falling in love’ to a pe-
riod of  uncertainty. The 2012 meet-
ing in Phnom Penh marks a specific 
point in time that led to the friction 
in ASEAN-China relation. The meet-
ing in Cambodia also exposed the 
weakness of  ASEAN to the world 
community as it was unable to issue 
a joint communique about the South 
China Sea dispute. The book lays 
stress on the relationship between 
ASEAN and the EU as the world’s 
two most successful regional organi-
sations (p.112). Thought they have 
followed divergent paths, based on 
divergent philosophies, on regional-
ism, ASEAN and the EU both have 
lessons to learn from each other and 
the authors discuss the reciprocal re-
lationship between the organisations 
(p.112).

There is also an engaging analy-
sis of  the strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities and threats (SWOT) of  
ASEAN. According to the authors, 
ASEAN’s strength lies in its great 
sense of  community despite its di-
versity. The adoption of  the ASEAN 
Charter in 2007, as the authors re-
count, reinforces the invisible sense 
of  community by endowing ASEAN 
with a proper institutional rules-
based footing. Ten years since com-
ing into force, the Charter now has a 
legal dimension to its political foun-
dation. The neutral role played by 
ASEAN in its external relations has 
helped ASEAN to “retain its central-

ity in the region” (p.182).
One of  the greatest weaknesses 

of  ASEAN is a lack of  natural cus-
todian, a Southeast Asian country, 
accepting a common responsibility 
of  ownership to keep the organisa-
tion moving. The authors claim that 
Indonesia is the only country within 
the organisation capable of  such re-
sponsibility but is still unable to per-
form such a role. The authors do not 
substantiate why Indonesian leader-
ship is not forthcoming for ASEAN, 
however the ambiguity of  Indonesia 
towards ASEAN has been a “con-
stant feature of  Indonesian political 
landscape” (p.185). Past leaders nur-
tured, developed and accommodated 
liberal free markets and Indonesian 
nationalists (p.185). However, there 
are indications under Jokowi’s ad-
ministration, of  Indonesia turning 
“inward”, away from ASEAN.

The web of  ASEAN’s institution-
al framework is a paradox. “ASEAN 
developed more complex institution-
al frameworks after the launch of  the 
ASEAN Charter in 2008…These in-
stitutions help hold ASEAN together, 
but they are not strong enough to 

provide leadership for ASEAN, as 
the EU commission often does” (p. 
188). Geopolitical conflicts and rival-
ries, weak leadership and the failure 
to deal with both, are the threats the 
authors foresee for ASEAN in the fu-
ture. The rise of  regional multilater-
alism, and the centrality of  Asia and 
ASEAN in global politics adds to the 
mounting opportunities ASEAN has 
amidst various challenges. A major 
let down about the book is that is 
overlooks intra-ASEAN security is-
sues that characterise this complex 
region, including the Rohingya crisis, 
migration, human trafficking, pan-
demics, climate change, South China 
Sea and piracy.

The final part of  the book ad-
dresses how the strengths of  ASEAN 
outweigh its weaknesses, and oppor-
tunities overshadow its threats and 
challenges. Being the most success-
ful regional organisation next only 
to the EU, the authors opine in the 
last chapter that ASEAN deserves 
the Noble Peace Prize and con-
clude with three recommendations: 
“Ownership of  the organization 
must shift from the governments to 

the people” (p.221); “to change the 
current stunted and severely limited 
secretariat into a vibrant institution 
that will serve ASEAN as well” as 
(p. 225); “to promote ASEAN as a 
new beacon of  hope for humanity” 
(p. 230).

Having experienced the turbu-
lence of  Southeast Asia during the 
second half  of  the 20th century, the 
authors seek to convey with great 
confidence the story about the promi-
nence and rise of  Southeast Asia and 
the ASEAN’s role in providing peace 
and stability in the region. The au-
thors also bring in great insights from 
eminent scholars and policymakers 
from the region who had lived during 
the most eventful years of  ASEAN.

There is much that is interesting 
about the book, but it may frustrate 
some readers who have engaged in 
the developments of  the region and 
of  ASEAN over a longer period.

(Arenla Jamir is an independent 
researcher based in New Delhi. 
Her research areas are political 

developments in Southeast Asia and 

You might think Lego is just a 
kids’ toy – one you played with 
as a child and now step on as you 
walk through the house as a par-

ent.
These days, however, the bricks are 

showing up in all sorts of  unexpected places 
– on display in museums, in street art, in 
home renovations and at work. Those play-
ing with Lego are unexpected too, includ-
ing artists like Ai Weiwei, corporate busi-
ness people facilitating a work function or 
engineers designing sophisticated robotics.

Our recent book, LEGO and Philoso-
phy, offers a new perspective. These bright-
ly coloured bricks are not mere child’s play. 
They raise important and challenging ques-
tions about creativity and play, conformity 
and autonomy, identity and culture.
Not just for kids
Interest in Lego has recently extended be-
yond simple child’s play. Sociologists, psy-
chologists and economists have studied the 
use of  Lego bricks as tools for achieving 
certain ends via Lego-based therapy and 
similar activities.

Tools are for using, building, working, 
thinking, teaching, imagining, playing and 
much else. In fact, tools can be for anything. 
As soon as we realise Lego is a tool, its uses 
beyond mere play are obvious. Indeed, it is 
a universal tool that can be used to make 
anything we can imagine.

The company Lego Group is well aware 
of  the bricks’ role as a universal tool for the 
imaginination: one of  its most successful 
advertisement campaigns carried the mini-

mal tagline “imagine”.
Structured thought, brick by brick
This is also where we need to be more re-
flective, more critical and perhaps even 
wary of  the largest toy company selling the 
primary tool for children’s minds. Do we re-
ally want a for-profit company, whose com-
mercial and financial interests are front and 
centre, governing what our children think 
and directing how our children imagine? 
Here are some of  the highlights from our 
book, and areas of  improvement, for Lego 
in its role as a tool for thinking.

Lego’s tagline, “imagine”, implies that 
one’s own imagination is the only limit to 
what you can build. Of  course, that’s not 
quite right. One of  the book chapters ex-
plores the ways in which Lego comes with 
some inbuilt constraints, and how those 
limits actually help inspire sophisticated 
Lego builders.

Some of  those limits lie in the nature 
of  the bricks. With each set, we can build 
a world of  our own creation, both literally 
and metaphysically. Another chapter ex-
plores the similarities between Lego worlds 
and our own world, constructing a meta-
physics of  the bricks.

Instructions constitute another set of  
limits for Lego creations - assuming, at 
least, that you’re the kind of  player who 
follows the rules. And here we come to a 
divide in Lego users between those who fol-
low the rules dogmatically, and those who 
ditch them altogether, in favour of  free play. 
The Lego Movie mocks these two kinds of  
Lego users in exaggerated characters.

Lego sets, complete with a metaphys-
ics and rules, profoundly shape the world 
in which we live. Sometimes Lego does this 

well, but not always.
Is Lego constructing your world?
The problem of  Lego shaping what and 
how we think has come to the fore recently 
with the company’s increased gender-based 
marketing, as Rhiannon Grant and Ruth 
Wainman worry in their book chapter.

When Lego produces materials for chil-
dren that assume girls are more interested 
in characters, stories and emotions, and 
boys are more interested in building, cars 
and explosions, they are both playing into 
a dominant cultural narrative that tells chil-
dren how they should be, and helping to 
create a world in which children are shaped 
to fulfil those expectations.

This explains why so many objected in 
2012 to the pink-and-purple Lego Friends, 
designed to appeal to girls’ feminine desire 
to care for animals or play house. As Re-
becca Gutwald reminds us:

… the problem with Friends is that they 
seem to be presented as the only options for 
girls in this Lego world and in the world in 
general.

The fact that Lego Friend characters are 
not designed to be attached to the regular 
blocks creates a literal gender divide during 
playtime.

Of  course, there is some good news: not 
long after Lego Friends were introduced, 
Ellen Kooijman’s all-female research in-
stitute set (above) was allowed to go into 
production. But it was quickly retired and it 
nevertheless buys into a gender-based con-
ception of  girls’ play.

Apart from building the equipment and 
figures, no engineering or scientific skills 
are embedded in playing with the set.

Breaking down racial stereotypes
That said, Lego has had more success with 
the issues around race and ethnicity. Its 
original all-yellow minifigures may seem to 
embody an idealistically well intentioned, 
racial neutrality, but Lego’s representation 
of  race has tracked the changes in society’s 
own assumptions about race. The bricks 
and figures are tools for showing us how 
we think, and for encouraging us to change 
how we think about race.

This is an opportunity for Lego. If  it 

is a tool for building anything, then it also 
is a tool for constructing new paradigms 
through which to think about race, gender 
and social justice. As Tyler Shores high-
lights in his chapter, Lego has the power to 
challenge the status quo, to encourage criti-
cal thinking and deep reflection about the 
world and to help children and adults alike 
to rethink the way we should inhabit this 
planet.

Now that would make the popular 
bricks a truly innovative and creative tool 
for the future.

‘The ASEAN Miracle’: An Optimistic Assessment of 
ASEAN’s Contribution to Regional Peace and Prosperity

Structuring Thought and Imagination Brick by Brick, Lego is More Than Child’s Play

The ASEAN Miracle: A Catalyst for Peace by Kishore Mahbubani and Jeffrey Sng is a welcome addi on to the literature about ASEAN. 
Credit: Reuters
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NEWS IN BRIEF
2 arrested for killing ex-BJP 
MLA’s son in UP
Lucknow, Dec. 19 (PTI): Two people were arrested 
today for allegedly killing the 36-year-old son of  
a former BJP MLA from Domariyaganj, police 
said. Vaibhav Tiwari, the son of  Prem Prakash 
Tiwari alias Gippy Tiwari, was shot dead outside 
Kasmanda appartment in Hazratanj area, barely 300 
metres from the UP legislature building and the state 
BJP headquarters here on the night of  December 16. 
The main accused, Suraj Shukla and Vikram Singh, 
who were absconding since then, were arrested by 
the city police today, ADG (Law and Order) Anand 
Kumar said. Gippy Tiwari was BJP MLA from 
Domariyaganj in 1989, 1991 and 1993. Then in 
2014 he went to the Samajwadi Party. In this year’s 
Assembly elections, however, he campaigned for the 
BJP. Vaibhav was the only son of  the former MLA.

Don’t celebrate Christmas, 
Aligarh schools warned
Lucknow, Dec. 19 (IANS): A Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad affiliated activist group on Tuesday warned 
schools in Aligarh of  dire consequences if  they 
celebrated Christmas.The Hindu Jagran Manch, in 
a letter to all city schools, has said that if  the festival 
is celebrated by them they would be doing it “at their 
own risk”.The warning has sent the jitters down 
the spines of  missionary schools across the city 
who have been celebrating Christmas, the birthday 
of  Lord Jesus Christ, with gaiety every year.
Soon after the news spread, school managements 
expressed concern over the warning and called for 
security.“We have been celebrating Christmas for 
so many years and every child takes part in it so 
happily, how can some fringe elements decide on 
what is to be done and what not,” said a school 
principal on the condition of  anonymitySenior 
Superintendent of  Police Rajesh Pandey when 
contacted told IANS that there was no question 
of  allowing anyone or any group to disrupt any 
festivities at the city schools. 

16 years on, retired IT officer 
gets convicted in graft case 
Thane, Dec. 19 (PTI): More than 16 years after he 
was trapped while taking a bribe, an Income Tax 
officer, since retired, was sentenced to one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment by a court here. District 
judge Vilas V Bambarde last week convicted Nivrutti 
Lokhande (75). Apart from the prison sentence, the 
court also imposed a fine of  Rs 10,000 on Lokhande, 
who served at the IT Department’s Vashi office. The 
judge said he was awarding the minimum possible 
sentence under the Prevention of  Corruption Act, 
considering the accused’s age and the prolonged 
period of  trial. Special CBI prosecutor Rahul 
Agarwal said that Lokhande demanded Rs 25,000 
from a chartered accountant representing an oil mill 
to clear its tax assessment file.After negotiations, 
he agreed to accept Rs 15,000. After the chartered 
accountant approached the CBI, a trap was laid and 
Lokhande was caught while accepting Rs 15,000 on 
March 13, 2001, the prosecutor said.

Goa govt launches criminal 
tracking system 
Panaji, Dec. 19 (PTI): Goa Chief  Minister Manohar 
Parrikar today launched Crime and Criminal 
Tracking and Networking System (CCTNS) in the 
state which will provide the police an access to the 
national database of  history-sheeters. The initiative, 
a part of  Union Home Ministry’s National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB), was launched in presence 
of  senior police officials on the occasion of  Goa 
Liberation Day. On the occasion, Parrikar said that 
online filing of  FIRs can be introduced only after 
correcting a “wrong notion” about FIRs. “The 
concept of  FIR will have to be brought properly 
to the notice of  people. People think that a person 
against whom an FIR is registered is a criminal..It 
need not be. FIR is just an first information report,” 
he said. He said if  a wrong notion about FIR is not 
corrected, then anybody will file the FIR online. “...
Otherwise any Tom, Dick or Harry will lodge an 
FIR,” the chief  minister said, adding that if  online 
filing of  complaint is allowed it should be named 
something else and not as an FIR.

Women harassed in Lutyens’ Delhi, 
one arrested 
New Delhi, Dec. 19 (PTI): Two women were 
allegedly harassed by two men riding a motorcycle 
outside a five-star hotel in Lutyens’ Delhi, following 
which one of  the accused was arrested, police said 
today. The incident was reported in the evening 
of  December 16, when the country was marking 
the fifth anniversary of  the “Nirbhaya” gang-rape 
case. The two women from West Bengal and Uttar 
Pradesh had come out of  the hotel when the two 
started harassing them and made lewd remarks. A 
policeman who was at the spot caught hold of  one 
of  the accused, while the other managed to flee. 
Police said that they have identified the second 
accused and efforts were being made to nab him.

61 farmers ended lives in C’garh in 
8 months this year: Govt 
Raipur, Dec. 19 (PTI): Sixty one farmers have 
committed suicide in Chhattisgarh between April 
and November this year, the state government 
informed the Legislative Assembly today. State 
Revenue Minister Premprakash Pandey gave this 
information in a written reply to a question asked 
by Leader of  Opposition T S Singhdeo. “Sixty one 
farmers have committed suicide across Chhattisgarh 
between April 1 and November 30, 2017,” the 
minister said. As per the reply, 14 farmers have 
committed suicide in Balodabazar district during 
the period, followed by Kabeerdham (13), Bemetara 
(9), Rajnandgaon (9) and Durg (4). Similarly, three 
suicides were reported in Dhamtari district, two 
each in Raipur, Balod, Kanker and Mahasamund 
while one in Janjgir-Champa, the reply said.

Two militants, woman killed in Kashmir 
Srinagar, Dec. 19 (IANS): Two militants and a 
woman were killed and nine civilians injured on 
Tuesday in Jammu and Kashmir’s Shopian district 
during a gunfight between militants and security 
forces. The woman, identified as 24-year-old Rubi 
Jan, sustained a gunshot injury during protests in 
Batmuran village during the encounter between the 
holed up militants and the security forces, the police 
said. Nine protesters were also injured in the clashes. 
The injured Jan was shifted to hospital where 
doctors declared her “brought dead”. Director 
General of  Police S.P. Vaid said one of  the slain 
militants was from the area.

Modi assures Kerala sherfolk of all 
help, state seeks Rs 7,340 cr package 

Jairam Thakur, Nadda 
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Thiruvananthapuram, Dec. 19 
(IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday assured fisherfolk 
from the coastal villages near here 
who lost their kin when Cyclone 
Ockhi struck that the entire country 
is with them in the hour of  grief  even 
as the state made a detailed presenta-
tion, seeking a Rs 7,340 crore relief  
package to mitigate the fisherfolk’s 
sufferings.

Meanwhile, with the recovery 
of  one more body from the coast of  
Kannur on Tuesday, the death toll 
touched 71 fishermen, mostly from 
the Kerala’s southern districts of  
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam, 
while more than 250 remain missing.

Modi flew in here from Lakshwa-
deep where the cyclone had damaged 
property, and was received here by 
Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. 
The Prime Minister then went by a 
helicopter to Kanyakumari in neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu before returning 
here in the evening, and going to 
Poonthura Poonthura Community 
hall to interact directly with the fami-
lies of  the fisher folk whose near and 
dear ones either died or continue to 
remain missing.

He gave them a patient hearing 
as Union Tourism and IT Minister 

K.J. Alphons translated what they 
were saying.

It was after that the Prime Min-
ister went on to the stage and spoke 
briefly.

“This is not the time for a lecture 
and I assure you that we will do eve-
rything to help you and that’s why I 
myself  have come. We are all with 
you and will do everything. With 
Christmas round the corner, we wish 
all the missing return back,” he said 
in his brief  remarks on the occasion.

“The cyclone hit Lakshadweep, 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu and many 
of  the fishermen are yet to return. 
We have taken quick action by first 
sending Defence Minister (Nirmala 
Sitharaman). The whole country is 
with you in your grief,” he said to 
claps from the grief-stricken families.

Later, Modi met Kerala Gover-
nor P.Sathasivam, Chief  Minister 
Vijayan, cabinet colleagues and top 
officials at the Government Guest 
House, where the state government 
sought assistance. 

Chief  Secretary K. M. Abraham 
made the power point presentation 
that highlighted the various needs 
of  the fishermen, including a Rs 
7,340 crore package which includes 
compensation for the 71 dead, as-

sistance to permanently disabled, to 
those who suffered injuries besides 
construction of  homes to those 
rendered homeless, educational as-
sistance, writing off  loans and other 
programmes meant for the overall 
uplift of  the fisherfolks in the state.

Later Vijayan’s office informed 
the media that Modi assured that the 
Central government will look into 
the state’s demand in a very positive 
manner and will also extend all help 
to ensure that a proper weather infor-
mation system is in place.

After the meeting with the Kerala 
government, Modi held a brief  meet-
ing with the state BJP leaders, who 
also sought a speedy clearance of  the 
package.

Meanwhile, Leader of  Opposi-
tion Ramesh Chennithala expressed 
the displeasure of  the opposition, that 
despite repeated requests, their del-
egation was not given permission to 
meet the Prime Minister and submit 
their demands.

“It’s strange that even while we 
are the opposition, here, we were 
ignored and the BJP was given pref-
erence.. this does not augur well,” he 
told the media.

Modi later returned to the na-
tional capital.

Shimla, Dec. 19 (PTI): 
The shock defeat of  the 
BJP’s chief  ministerial 
candidate Prem Kumar 
Dhumal  f rom Su jan -
pur has opened up the 
race for the top post in 
Himachal Pradesh with 
Union Health Minister 
Jagat Prakash Nadda and 
five-time MLA Jairam 
Thakur emerging prime 
contenders.

A search is on for a 
new leader of  the BJP 
Legislature party and the 
incharge of  party affairs 
in Himachal Pradesh is 
expected to be present 
here today evening.

Though a meeting of  
the Legislature party has 
not been convened so far, 
the party high command 
has appointed Union min-
isters Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Narinder Tomar as 
central observers for the 
election of  its leader.

The move did not yield 
expected results and Dhu-

mal not only lost his own 
election but his staunch 
suppor ters  l ike Gulab 
Singh, Ravinder Singh 
Ravi, state BJP chief  Sat-
pal Singh Satti, Randhir 
Sharma, K L Thakur and 
Vijay Agnihotri were also 
humbled.

The names of  Mo-
hinder Singh, who won 
f o r  t h e  s eve n t h  t i m e 
from Dharampur, five-
time MLA Rajiv Bindal, 
former state BJP chief  
Suresh Bharadwaj and 
Krishan Kapoor,  both 
four-time MLAs, are also 
doing the rounds.

A section is still bat-
ting for Dhumal claiming 
the elections were won 
under his leadership.

BJP MLA from Kutle-
har, Varinder Kanwar, has 
already offered to vacate 
his seat for Dhumal.

However, the chanc-
es of  electing a defeated 
leader as chief  minister 
appear not too bright.

New Delhi,  Dec. 19 
(IANS): After Lok Sabha 
members on Tuesday ex-
pressed concern over the 
Brahmaputra river being 
polluted by China, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar assured 
the House that he will 
take up the issue at the 
“highest level” in the gov-
ernment.

The matter was raised 
by Bhartruhari Mahtab of  
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
during Zero Hour. Mahtab 
said pollution in the river 
which flows through Chi-
na, India and Bangladesh, 
has increased. He said that 
the issue must be taken up 
with Beijing.

Referring to media re-
ports, the BJD leader said 
cement flowing in the river 
water was causing “great 
damage to health of  the 
river and also to irrigation 
facility”.

“Nephelometric Tur-
bidity Unit (NTU) in Siang 
river is very high...,” he 
said raising the issue.

He also urged the Cen-
tre to make the issue pub-
lic and share the response 
of  the Chinese govern-
ment.

Mahtab was joined by 
Bharatiya Janata Party 

member from Assam Bi-
joya Chakravarty, who said 
the water in the river has 
been polluted at the source. 

Chakravarty also said 
that the issue was raised 
with Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, who promised 
to take it up with External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj.

“It is a very serious is-
sue. Already Brahmaputra 
has been completely pol-
luted... because of  some 
substance coming from 
China. It is contaminated 
right from source... the 
riparian area should be 
taken care of,” she said.

Ananth Kumar joined 
the members in expressing 
concern over the issue.

“This will definitely 
affect the plain, especially 
in Assam and northeastern 
parts...,” he said.

Water in the Siang riv-
er, which flows as Yarlung 
Tsangpo from southern 
Tibet, and becomes the 
Brahmaputra river in As-
sam, has turned black. 

Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu and his Assam 
counterpart Sarbananda 
Sonowal have also raised 
the issue with the central 
government.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  19 
(IANS): India and the US 
on Tuesday discussed pro-
cedures for pursuing des-
ignations against terrorist 
groups and individuals 
through domestic and in-
ternational mechanisms.

The discussion came 
up at the inaugural India-
US Designations Dia-
logue that was held here 
on Monday and Tuesday.

An identical statement 
issued by both the govern-
ments said the dialogue 
was to discuss increasing 
bilateral cooperation on 
terrorism-related designa-
tions. 

“The establishment of  
this mechanism reflects 
shared Indian and US 
commitments to strength-
en cooperation against 
terrorist threats,” it said.

“The Indian and US 
delegations exchanged in-
formation on procedures 

for pursuing designations 
against terrorist groups 
and individuals, through 
domestic and internation-
al mechanisms. They also 
discussed best practices 
for effective implementa-
tion of  the designations.”

It said Washington 
will host the second India-
US Designations Dia-
logue in next year.

The  s ta t ement  a s -
sumes significance in the 
context of  the US desig-
nating Lashkar-e-Taiba 
chief  Hafiz Saeed and 
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi 
-- the masterminds of  the 
26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tack. 

The statement gave 
rise to speculation that 
the two countries could be 
looking at designating and 
issuing sanctions against 
more people involved in 
terror-related activities in 
the region.

New Delhi,A Dec. 19 
(IANS): A Metro train on 
a new line, to be inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi next week, 
hit a wall here on Tuesday 
evening during trials as its 
brakes failed, a Delhi Metro 
official said. No one was 
injured.

The incident, on the 
upcoming section between 
Noida and Kalkalji, oc-
curred at 3.40 p.m. at the 
Kalindi Kunj Metro Depot 
due to brake failure, the 
Delhi Metro said.

“A trial train was moved 
from the workshop without 
testing the brake system as 
a result of which, while the 
train was moving up the 
ramp for washing, it rolled 
back and hit the adjacent 
boundary wall,” said the 
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC) statement.

In a video grab of  the 

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (IANS): The 
Central government favours bringing 
petroleum products under the ambit 
of Goods and Services Tax (GST) but 
only after building a consensus with 
states, Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley said on Tuesday.

“As far as the Central government is 
concerned, we are in favour of bringing 
petroleum products under the GST, let 
me categorically put it. 

But we will wait for the consensus 
of  the states. And I do hope that at 
some stage sooner than later the states 
would agree to it,” Jaitley told the Rajya 
Sabha in reply to a question.

He said that petroleum products 
have not been kept out and were a part 
of the GST legislation but the decision 
to levy GST on these products can 
be taken only after the GST Council 
clears it with 75 per cent or three-fourth 
majority. 

He added that no further amend-
ment to any law would be required for 
the same as the 115th Constitutional 
amendment already provides for it.

Replying to a supplementary by 
Congress leader and former Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram, Jaitley 
pointed out that the draft proposal for 
the GST-related Constitutional amend-
ment presented by the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) government had 
not included petroleum products to 
be part of the GST “because the UPA 
knew it would be a deal breaker with 
the states”.

“After a great deal of discussion, we 
persuaded the states to bring petroleum 
products under GST. Initially, the states 
were not agreeing but later they reluc-
tantly agreed to it. 

In meeting after meeting of  the 
Empowered Committee, we persuaded 
them.

“And finally the deal with the states 
was that the GST Council will move 
ahead for bringing petroleum products 
under GST only after the states would 
agree to it,” Jaitley said.

The Minister pointed out that a 
large share of  duties on petroleum 
products were levied by the states.

He said that in the face of  rising 
crude prices, the Centre decided to 
reduce its duties and asked the states 
to follow suit. “The NDA-ruled states 
readily agreed to it but the UPA-ruled 
states refused to do so.”

The states were unwilling to allow 
petroleum products under GST as after 
the GST came into play, the states have 
only petroleum and liquor as their inde-
pendent sources of taxes. 

Taxes on rest of the products and 
services would go to the Central gov-
ernment that would dole out the states’ 
share.

Chandigarh, Dec. 19 (IANS): Punjab Chief  Minister 
Amarinder Singh on Tuesday urged External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj to take up with Pakistani authori-
ties the issue of  alleged forced conversion of  Sikhs in a 
province in Pakistan to Islam.

Expressing concern over reports that the Sikh commu-
nity in Hangu district of  Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province 
had complained of  such conversion, the Chief  Minister 
said the Indian government was duty-bound to ensure 
that Sikhs in any part of  the world are not victimized or 
coerced in any manner.

Pointing out that the community, which had been 
living in the area for more than a century, was reported 
to have filed an official complaint to the district deputy 
commissioner, Amarinder Singh said it was a serious 
issue, especially considering that the forced conversions 

were allegedly being spearheaded by a Pakistani govern-
ment official.

“It is the responsibility of  the Indian authorities to 
intervene in the matter and ensure that the said coercion 
is brought to an end. We are duty-bound to protect the 
identity of  Sikhs, wherever they may be living,” he said 
in a statement here.

Amarinder Singh said that the Ministry of  External 
Affairs should pursue the matter at the highest levels in 
Islamabad so that this “religious torture” is brought to an 
immediate end.

“Religious freedom is the right of  every human being 
and should be upheld by all countries in the larger interest 
of  humanity,” he said, adding Sushma Swaraj’s interven-
tion in the matter would help protect this basic right of  the 
substantial Sikh community settled in Pakistan.

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
As many as 47 (26 per cent) 
of  the newly-elected MLAs in 
Gujarat and 22 (32 per cent) in 
Himachal Pradesh have crimi-
nal cases against them, elec-
tion watchdog Association for 
Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
said on Tuesday.

The ADR, which analysed 
the self-sworn affidavits filed 
of  the MLAs from both states 
where results for assembly 
elections were declared on 
Monday, also found that 141 of  
total 182 Gujarat MLAs and 52 

of  total 68 Himachal Pradesh 
MLAs were ‘crorepatis’ (mil-
lionaires).

Meanwhile, Gujarat had 13 
women MLAs or (7 per cent) 
while the number is four (6 per 
cent) in Himachal Pradesh.

It its report, the ADR said 
the total number of  MLAs with 
cases related to serious crimes 
is 33 and two of  them have de-
clared cases related to murder 
while one is charged with a case 
related to rape. 

In Himachal Pradesh, the 
number of  MLAs with serious 

crime has been found to be 
eight. 

In Gujarat, 18 out of  99 
MLAs from the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, 25 out of  77 MLAs 
from Congress, one out of  two 
MLAs from the Bhartiya Tribal 
Party, one MLA from National-
ist Congress Party and two out 
of  three independent MLAs 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves in their af-
fidavits.

In Himachal Pradesh, two 
out of  21 MLAs from Congress, 
18 out of  44 MLAs from the 

BJP, one MLA from the CPI-M 
and one of  two independent 
MLAs have been charges with 
criminal cases, the ADR said.

In Gujarat, 84 of  99 BJP 
MLAs and 54 of  77 Congress 
MLAs have declared assets 
valued more than Rs 1 crore, 
while in Himachal Pradesh, all 
21 Congress and 28 of  44 BJP 
MLAs are crorepatis.

The average of  assets per 
MLA in Gujarat is Rs 8.46 
crore while it is Rs 8.88 crore in 
Himachal Pradesh.

In Gujarat, 96 (53 per cent) 

MLAs have declared their edu-
cation qualification to be be-
tween class 5 and class 12 pass 
while 69 (38 per cent) MLAs 
have declared that there are a 
graduate or above.

There are seven MLAs who 
have declared themselves as 
just literates while one MLA is 
illiterate, the ADR said. 

In Himachal Pradesh, 21 (31 
per cent) MLAs have studied 
between class 8 and 12 while 
47 (69 per cent) MLAs have 
declared they had done gradua-
tion or more.

PTI

Delhi on Tuesday.

incident which has since 
gone viral, the train can be 
seen coming out from the 
other side of the wall of the 
depot after hitting it.

Attributing the inci-
dent to “human error”, the 
DMRC said it appeared to 
have occurred because the 

brakes were not checked 
properly after the train was 
taken off  the signalling sys-
tem by the person who was 
in charge of the train.

It said once the train 
enters the workshop, it is 
taken off  the signal system 
and brakes are properly 

checked before it is put back 
in operation.

“Prima facie, it appears, 
this was not done and subse-
quently, the person who took 
charge of the train from the 
maintenance staff  also did 
not check the brake and pro-
ceeded with the train up to 
the washing plant built on a 
ramp. While stopping at the 
ramp, since the brakes were 
not available, the train rolled 
back causing this incident,” 
it said.

The DMRC added that 
though the trains on the 
upcoming Magenta Line 
are enabled to be driven 
without drivers, at the time 
of  the incident inside the 
workshop, it was being 
manually operated since it 
was off  the signal system.

Modi is to inaugurate a 
section (Botanical Garden - 
Kalkaji Mandir) on the line 
on December 25.



Washington, Dec. 19 
(PTI): Notwithstanding 
competition from China 
and Russia and challenged 
by non-state actors and 
rogue nations like North 
Korea, US President Don-
ald Trump has asserted that 
America will lead again.

Laying out his new 
national security strategy 
yesterday, Trump said both 
China and Russia seek 
to “challenge the Ameri-
can values, influence and 
wealth”.

“They are determined 
to make economies less free 
and less fair, to grow their 
militaries, and to control 
information and data to 
repress their societies and 
expand their influence,” 
he said.

“America will  lead 
again”, Trump said as he 
sent the 68- page National 
Security Strategy (NSS) 
document to the US Con-
gress.

“We do not seek to im-
pose our way of life on any-
one, but we will champion 
the values without apology. 
We want strong alliances 
and partnerships based on 
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cooperation and reciproc-
ity,” he added.

“We will make new 
partnerships with those 
who share our goals, and 
make common interests 
into a common cause. We 
will not allow inflexible 
ideology to become an 
obsolete and obstacle to 
peace,” he said.

The US will pursue the 
vision it has carried around 
the world over this past 
year -- a vision of  strong, 
sovereign, and independent 
nations that respect their 
citizens and respect their 

neighbours; nations that 
thrive in commerce and 
cooperation, rooted in their 
histories and branching out 
toward their destinies.

And for this he came 
out with a four-point action 
plan.

For the first time ever, 
American strategy now 
includes a serious plan to 
defend homeland, he said, 
adding that it calls for the 
construction of  a wall on 
southern border; ending 
chain migration and the 
horrible visa and lottery 
programmes; closing loop-

C a n b e r r a ,  D e c .  1 9 
(IANS): Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull on Tuesday announced 
a cabinet reshuffle, includ-
ing the creation of  two 
major portfolios focused 
on national security and 
economic growth.

Immigration Minister 
Peter Dutton will head the 
new Home Affairs depart-
ment, in charge of  national 
security policies, reports 
Efe news.

Senator  Michae l ia 
Cash, who was minister for 
employment and minister 
for women, was promoted 
to the other new portfolio 
of  Minister for Jobs and 
Innovation.

Social Services Min-
ister Christian Porter will 
take over as the attorney 
general from George Bran-

dis, who will become Aus-
tralia’s next high commis-
sioner in London.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Nationals leader 
Barnaby Joyce will leave 
Agriculture and Water 
and take on Infrastruc-
ture and Transport, which 
is in charge of  important 
projects such as the Mel-
bourne-to-Brisbane inland 
rail link.

J u l i e  B i s h o p  a n d 
Marise Payne will remain 
in charge of  the foreign and 
defence portfolios respec-
tively while Scott Morrison 
will continue as treasurer.

With the cabinet re-
shuffle, Turnbull seeks to 
leave behind a year marked 
by internal divisions, poor 
poll results and a crisis 
caused by the dual citizen-
ship of  lawmakers.

holes that undermine en-
forcement.

In addition, the strategy 
calls for the US to confront, 
discredit, and defeat radical 
Islamic terrorism and ideol-
ogy and to prevent it from 
spreading into the US.

“And we will develop 
new ways to counter those 
who use new domains, such 
as cyber and social me-
dia, to attack our nation 
or threaten our society,” 
he said.

The second pillar of  
US strategy is to promote 
American prosperity.

“For the first time, 
American strategy recog-
nises that economic secu-
rity is national security. 
Economic vitality, growth, 
and prosperity at home is 
absolutely necessary for 
American power and influ-
ence abroad. 

Any nation that trades 
away its prosperity for se-
curity will end up losing 
both,” Trump said. The 
strategy calls for cutting 
taxes and rolling back un-
necessary regulations.

Describing his third 
pillar as preserving peace 

through strength, he rec-
ognised that weakness is 
the surest path to conflict, 
and unrivaled power is 
the most certain means of  
defence.

“For this reason, our 
strategy breaks from the 
damaging defence seques-
ter. We’re going to get rid 
of that,” he said, and called 
for a total modernisation of  
our military, and reversing 
previous decisions to shrink 
armed forces.

It calls for streamlining 
acquisition, eliminating 
bloated bureaucracy, and 
massively building up our 
military, which has the fun-
damental side benefit of  
creating millions and mil-
lions of jobs.

This strategy includes 
plans to counter modern 
threats, such as cyber and 
electromagnetic attacks.

It recognises space as 
a competitive domain and 
calls for multi-layered mis-
sile defence.

And finally the strategy 
is to advance American in-
fluence in the world, but 
this begins with building up 
wealth and power at home.

Washington, Dec. 19 (IANS): At least 
six people were killed and 22 others were 
hurt after an Amtrak passenger train 
derailed on Monday on its inaugural 
trip on a new service route near Dupont, 
Washington.

According to CNN, 13 of the total 14 
cars spilled off an overpass.

Ed Troyer, spokesman for the Pierce 
County Sheriff ’s Office and the Washington 
State Patrol, the deaths “are all contained to 
the train and the incident is “pretty horrific.”

Troyer said there were “multiple fa-
talities” but he could not provide a precise 
number, CNN reported.

MultiCare Health, a non-profit network 
of hospitals and clinics, said 22 people were 
taken to three hospitals for treatment, Xin-
hua reported.

Several motorists were struck by the 

fallen train cars and also suffered inju-
ries, but there were no fatalities among 
people in those vehicles, the sheriff ’s 
office said. 

At least 77 people were taken to hospi-
tals, including victims who were able to walk 
off the train, the authorities were quoted as 
saying.

A passenger on the train says his car 
derailed and everyone “catapulted” into the 
seat in front of them

An Amtrak spokesperson said there were 
about 78 passengers and five crew members 
on board the train when the accident hap-
pened.

Amtrak president said the company was 
‘deeply saddened by all that has happened’

Washington state Governor Jay Inslee 
declared a state of emergency in the after-
math of the accident.

Johannesburg, Dec. 19 
(PTI/AFP): South Afri-
can deputy president Cyril 
Ramaphosa was narrowly 
elected head of  the ruling 
ANC party, winning a bruis-
ing race that exposed deep 
rifts within the organisation 
that led the fight against 
apartheid.

Thousands of  raucous 
Ramaphosa supporters sang 
and chanted in the confer-
ence hall as rival backers 
of defeated candidate Nko-
sazana Dlamini-Zuma ap-
peared dejected yesterday.

Ramaphosa won 2,440 
votes to Dlamini-Zuma’s 
2,261.

“We declare comrade 
Cyril Ramaphosa the new 
president of  the African 
National Congress,” an of-
ficial told party delegates in 
Johannesburg.

The victory puts Ram-
aphosa in line to succeed 
President Jacob Zuma, 
whose reign has been 
plagued by corruption scan-
dals, economic slowdown 
and growing anger at the 
once- omnipotent party.

The vote was a long and 

Islamabad, Dec. 19 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s ousted premier 
Nawaz Sharif  today ap-
peared before an account-
ability court here to face 
the corruption charges 
filed against him by the 
National Accountability 
Bureau in the Panama Pa-
pers scandal.

Sharif  along with his 
daughter Maryam Sharif  
and son-in- law Muham-
mad Safdar directly went to 
the Accountability Court 
here after arriving from 
Lahore in a private jet.

Sharif, 67, came back 
from London on Sunday 
where he had gone with 
his daughter Maryam to 
see his ailing wife who is 
undergoing treatment for 
throat cancer there.

Judge Muhammad Ba-
shir will conduct the trial 

proceedings and record 
testimonies of  more pros-
ecution witnesses.

NAB is expected to 
present three more wit-
nesses in the court to have 
their statements recorded. 
So far, eight witnesses have 
testified against the Sharif  
family in three references.

The three references 
against the Sharif  family 
are related to the Al-Azizia 
Company and Hill Metal 
Establishment, Flagship 
Investment Ltd and the 
Avenfield (London) prop-
erties.

Sharif  and his sons, 
Hassan and Hussain, have 
been named in all three 
NAB references, while 
Maryam and husband 
Safdar have been named 
only in the Avenfield refer-
ence.

Last month, Sharif  
was indicted in all three 
cases while his daughter 
Maryam and her husband 
Muhammad Safdar, co- ac-
cused with Sharif  in only 
one case, were also indict-
ed along with Sharif.

Sharif  s sons Hassan 
and Hussian have failed to 
appear in the court despite 
repeated summons. It pro-
moted the court to separate 
their cases.

Heavy security arrange-
ments were made around 
the court premises.

The cases are based 
on July 28 verdict by the 
Supreme Court which 
disqualified Sharif  and 
ordered to launch three 
corruption cases against 
him and his family, and 
one case against finance 
minister Ishaq Dar.

Tokyo, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
Japan on Tuesday approved 
the incorporation of  two 
land-based missile intercep-
tors due to North Korea’s 
growing military clout, the 
Defence Ministry said.

The government author-
ised the purchase of  two 
units of the US-made Aegis 
Ashore for its ground forces, 
a ministry spokesman told 
Efe news. Japan already has 
Aegis systems installed in 
several destroyers of its Mar-
itime Self-Defence Forces.

In order to streamline 
the deployment of  these 
systems, which are expect-
ed to be ready “as soon as 
possible”, the ministry has 
planned to allocate a part of  
the supplementary budget 
for this year and increase 

by 730 million yen ($6.49 
million) its record budget of  
5.26 billion yen requested 
for 2018.

On Friday, the Japanese 
government is expected to 
approve a draft of  the gen-
eral budget for the country 
for next year.

It remains to be decid-
ed where they will deploy 
the two anti-missile units, 
through which Japan seeks 
to cover the security of  its 
entire territory, where until 
now the only land-based 
missile defence system de-
ployed was the Patriot Ad-
vanced Capability 3 (PAC-
3).

The last units of  the 
PAC-3 were deployed in 
Hokkaido Island in Sep-
tember, in response to two 

North Korean missiles that 
flew over the region - one in 
the same month and another 
at the end of August - before 
falling into the ocean.

Although the Japanese 
Constitution establishes that 
Japan can only have defen-
sive military capabilities, the 
conservative government 
under Abe has pushed for 
its reinterpretation in order 
to bolster its defences.

Since Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe came to power 
around the end of  2012, 
Japan’s defence budget has 
increased annually in a sus-
tained manner over con-
stant tensions in the Korean 
peninsula, North Korea’s 
widening defence arsenal 
and territorial disputes with 
China.

Riyadh, Dec 19 (PTI/
AFP): Saudi Arabia said 
it intercepted a missile to-
day over Riyadh fired by 
Iran-backed Huthi rebels 
in Yemen who announced 
that the target was the of-
ficial residence of  King 
Salman.

Saudi Arabia and the 
United States have accused 
Iran of  supplying weap-
ons to the insurgents, and 
Riyadh described the latest 
missile as “Iranian-Huthi”.

An AFP correspondent 
heard a loud explosion at 
1050 GMT, shortly before 
the scheduled unveiling of  
the Saudi budget, which is 
usually announced by the 
king from the Yamamah 
palace, his official resi-
dence.

“Coalition forces con-
firm intercepting an Ira-
nian-Huthi missile,” the 
Center for International 
Communication, an arm of  
the Saudi information min-
istry, said on Twitter.

“There are no reported 
casualties at this time,” it 
added.

It was the second mis-
sile fired by the Huthis 
-- who seized the Yemeni 
capital in 2014 -- at Riyadh 

in the past two months.
The attacks, which 

could further escalate a 
military campaign by a 
Saudi-led coalition against 
the rebels, underscore how 
the raging Yemen conflict 
is increasingly spilling 
across the border.

The first attack, which 
targeted Riyadh interna-
tional airport on November 
4, triggered the tightening 
of  a long- standing Saudi-
led blockade of  Yemen 
-- already on the verge of  
famine.

Saudi Arabia angrily 
accused its arch foe Iran 
of  supplying the missile to 
the rebels, a charge Tehran 
strongly denied.

On Thursday, US am-
bassador to the United 
Nations Nikki Haley pre-
sented what she called “un-
deniable” evidence that last 
month’s missile was “made 
in Iran”.

But  her  comments 
went beyond the findings 
of  a UN investigation 
which reached no firm 
conclusion on whether the 
missile came from an Ira-
nian supplier, saying only 
that it had a “common 
origin” to some Iranian 

designs.
The coalition, which 

accuses the rebels of  being 
a proxy for Iran, says the 
blockade is needed to stop 
the flow of  arms to the 
Huthis from Tehran.

Residents in the Saudi 
capital reported hearing 
a loud explosion and see-
ing smoke after Tuesday’s 
attack.

“I was in my office 
when I heard a big bang,” 
said Tomas Kompikan, one 
of  the many foreign work-
ers in Riyadh.

“Suddenly after around 
30 to 45 seconds I heard a 
next sound... and we saw a 
white smoke.” 

The Huthi rebels last 
month warned that they 
considered “airports, ports, 
border crossings and areas 
of  any importance” in Sau-
di Arabia, as well as its ally 
the United Arab Emirates, 
as legitimate targets.

More than 8,750 peo-
ple have been killed since 
Saudi Arabia and its al-
lies joined the govern-
ment’s fight against the 
Huthis in 2015, triggering 
what the UN has called 
the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis.

Dhaka, Dec. 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Bangladesh and Myanmar 
today reaffirmed their com-
mitment to begin repatri-
ating Rohingya refugees 
from January, despite rights 
groups warning that their 
safety is still not assured 
should they return.

The foreign secretaries 
of  Bangladesh and Myan-
mar met in Dhaka to final-
ise the agreement signed 
on November 23 for the 
voluntary return of  nearly 
three-quarters of  a million 
stateless Rohingya living 
in refugee camps along the 
border.

A new working group 
would “ensure commence-
ment of repatriation within 
two months” by developing 
a timetable for the verifica-
tion of  refugee identities 
and logistics of their return, 

Bangladesh’s foreign minis-
try said in a statement.

“Now, we will start the 
next step of  our work,” 
Bangladesh foreign minister 
A.H. Mahmood Ali told 
reporters after the meeting.

The reaffirmation comes 
a day after Human Rights 
Watch, citing analysis of  
satellite imagery, said My-
anmar’s army burned down 
dozens of Rohingya homes 
within days of  signing the 
repatriation deal with Bang-
ladesh.

The watchdog said the 
deal was “a public relations 
stunt” and warned it con-
tained no guarantee the Ro-
hingya would be safe should 
they return to Myanmar’s 
conflict-wracked Rakhine 
state. 

An estimated 655,000 
refugees from the stateless 

minority group have poured 
across the border into Bang-
ladesh since August, fleeing 
what the US and United 
Nations have described as 
ethnic cleansing.

Last week the group 
Doctors Without Borders re-
leased a survey which found 
that nearly 7,000 Rohingya 
had been killed in the first 
month of the Rakhine vio-
lence.

The military has put the 
number in the hundreds and 
denied targeting civilians or 
committing atrocities, while 
Myanmar’s leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi said major security 
operations stopped in early 
September.

Myanmar has in the past 
blamed fires in villages on 
Rohingya insurgents who on 
August 25 attacked security 
posts, killing a dozen police 

and triggering fierce army 
retribution.

Responding to inter-
national pressure, Suu 
Kyi’s civilian government 
signed an agreement with 
Bangladesh to start the 
repatriation of  the stateless 
Muslim refugees within 
two months.

The agreement promises 
the “safe and voluntary re-
turn” of displaced Rohingya 
in Bangladesh -- not just the 
latest 655,000 new arrivals 
but more than 70,000 from 
a separate influx in October 
2016.

Testimonies gathered 
by AFP from displaced Ro-
hingya in Bangladesh sug-
gest few refugees wish to 
return to Myanmar, where 
many saw their villages 
burned to ashes and loved 
ones killed.

Beijing, Dec. 19 (PTI): 
Ahead of  Friday’s India-
China border talks, China 
today said that the Doka-
lam standoff  posed a “ma-
jor test” for the bilateral 
ties and lessons should be 
learnt from it to avoid a 
similar “conflict” in the 
future.

The 20th round of bor-
der talks between National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval 
and China’s State Councillor 
Yang Jiechi will be held in 
New Delhi on December 22, 
officials said.

The two sides attach sig-
nificance to this round of  
talks as it would be the first 
since the 73-day Dokalam 
standoff in the Sikkim sec-
tion which ended on August 
28.

This also allows the two 
sides to exchange views on 

the international and region-
al issues of major concern, 
she said.

“In 2017, China-India 
relations have maintained a 
good momentum generally 
but the Dokalam incident 
posed a major test for the 
two countries. We should 
learn lessons from this in-
cident to avoid any further 
conflict of  this kind in the 
future,” Hua said.

Wang in his meeting 
with Indian counterpart also 
touched about the Dokalam 
issue, Hua said.

Besides attempting to 
resolve the vexed border 
dispute, the format of  the 
India-China Special Repre-
sentatives talks covered the 
whole gamut of  relations 
between the two countries 
including political, strategic, 
economic and trade issues.

Yang, China’s top dip-
lomat, has recently been 
elevated to the politbu-
ro, a high ranking policy 
making body of  the rul-
ing Communist Party of  
China (CPC).

The 3,488-km-long Line 
of  Actual Control (LAC) 
covers from Jammu and 
Kashmir to Arunachal 
Pradesh. Of  this, 220-km 
section falls in Sikkim. The 
two sides so far held 19 
rounds of  Special Repre-
sentatives talks to resolve the 
dispute.

Officials say Wang’s vis-
it, the first by a top Chinese 
official after the Dokalam 
standoff  and the starting 
of second term of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in 
October facilitated a more 
candid and frank talks be-
tween the two countries to 

tide over most contentious 
between the two countries 
beyond the diplomatic ni-
ceties.

The Dokalam stand-
off  began on June 16 over 
People’s Liberation Army’s 
plans to build a road in area 
claimed by Bhutan after the 
Indian troops intervened to 
stop it as it posed a security 
risk to Chicken Neck, the 
narrow corridor connecting 
India with its North-eastern 
states.

The standoff  ended on 
August 28 following mutual 
agreement between India 
and China.

China, which earlier 
opened the Nathu La route 
for Indian pilgrims to visit 
Kailash and Manasarovar, 
has closed it after the Doka-
lam standoff and yet to open 
it.

acrimonious process. Dele-
gates who had travelled from 
around South Africa cast 
their ballots after repeated 
delays caused by disputes 
over who was entitled to 
vote.

President Zuma was 
seen as backing his former 
wife Dlamini-Zuma, alleg-
edly to secure protection 
from prosecution on graft 
charges after he leaves of-
fice.

But his loyalists did win 
senior positions in the vote, 
including David Mabuza as 

party deputy chief, meaning 
Ramaphosa is likely to face 
strong internal opposition 
to his pro-business reform 
agenda.

President Zuma stepped 
down as party chief  at the 
conference but could remain 
as head of  state until the 
2019 election.

The ANC, which has 
ruled since 1994 when Nel-
son Mandela won the first 
multi-racial vote, faces a 
struggle to retain its grip on 
power in the next election 
due to falling public support.

“The party will decide 
if  Zuma goes (before the 
2019 election),” Mzwandile 
Mkhwanazi, a delegate from 
KwaZulu-Natal province, 
told AFP.

“Ramaphosa’s victory 
is good for the country. We 
need a stable country, a 
president able to fight cor-
ruption. We think he is up 
to the task.” 

The rand currency pared 
earlier gains and was 2.8 
percent stronger against the 
dollar this evening in Johan-
nesburg.

Ramaphosa, 65, is a 
former trade unionist leader 
who led talks to end white-
minority rule in the early 
1990s and then became a 
multi-millionaire business-
man before returning to 
politics.

Dlamini-Zuma was 
head of the African Union 
commission until earlier this 
year and a former interior, 
foreign affairs and health 
minister.

She had four children 
with Zuma before divorcing 
in 1998.

“I believe Ramaphosa 

will work to bring back the 
principles of  liberal poli-
tics in the party,” Amanda 
Gouws, politics professor 
at Stellenbosch University, 
told AFP.

“The outcome of  the 
vote was not easy to call. 
What is at stake here is unity 
-- the new leaders need to 
forge unity and rebuild the 
image of the party.” 

Allegations swirled of  
delegates being targeted with 
bribes, but ANC spokesman 
Khusela Sangoni told re-
porters that the process had 
proceeded “smoothly”.

Soaring unemployment 
and state corruption have 
fuelled frustration at the 
ANC among millions of  
poor black South Africans 
who face dire housing, 
inadequate education and 
continuing racial inequal-
ity.

The opposition Demo-
cratic Alliance party said 
that the ANC was “held 
together only by the glue of  
patronage and corruption, 
and Cyril Ramaphosa is just 
a new face to the same old 
ANC.”



TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D
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Accidental Foodie: 
cooking up a storm 

Will do television if it’s 
challenging, different – Ileana

Have a lot of expectations from my twins: KJo

Team Breezy debut with original choreography 

Joseph 
Keikung’s 
music video 
“Lonely 
Road” 
released

Justin Bieber’s ‘Sorry’ 
lawsuit dropped

Milind to marry his 26-yr-old 
girlfriend Ankita Konwar

Singer Enrique Iglesias has welcomed twin children with his long-
time girlfriend and former tennis star Anna Kournikova. The boy 
and girl named Nicholas and Lucy were born on Saturday here in 
Miami. Iglesias and Kournikova kept the pregnancy a secret. They 
didn’t even announce the arrival of their newborns. On that same 
day, Kournikova posted three photographs on Instagram, riding 
on a boat and wearing an oversized windbreaker jacket from Igle-
sias’ tour. The couple have been dating since 2001 after meeting 
on the set of Iglesias’ “Escape” music video. 

N
obody can have enough 
food, let alone follow 
enough Instagram food 
pages. Visually tantalis-
ing, Instagram’s @acci-

dentalfoodie held its first “soiree” of a 
completely flavour filled variety of dishes 
for the ‘special thali’ that was available. 
What excellent timing to have something 
like this when 
everyone is in the 
mood for all the 
traditional festive 
eating.

An avid 
traveller, Acci-
dental Foodie as 
the name sug-
gests is all about 
the admin (who 
wished not to be 
named) started to 
“accidently” love 
and appreciate the 
different food the 
admin would feast 
on while travel-
ling. This turned 
into a passion for cooking.  

In collaboration with ibake, Dimapur, 
Accidental foodie dished up a plethora 
of meat which was served as part of the 
“thali” and BBQ and had visitors indulge 
in all the goodness home cooked food had 

to offer.
Over a year old page on the popular 

networking site, Accidental Foodie has 
more than 11k followers which is quiet 
the impressive number considering that 
the admin just started it out for fun. 
“Sometimes I get asked for all the recipes 
of the pictures I post, which I want to say 
that the photos that you see are not my 

dishes but my 
pictures of food I 
take from all the 
“dhabas”, restau-
rants and hotels 
I have eaten at” 
said the owner 
of Accidental 
foodie. Well fret 
not, as now Ac-
cidental Foodie 
has taken it up 
a notch higher 
by cooking and 
serving its own 
version of “soul 
food”. “Experi-
menting with the 
event was not 

about generating a profit but just for the 
love of food and inspiration I get from my 
extensive travels” the admin mentioned. 
You can follow ‘Accidental Foodie’ on 
Instagram for future updates on events.

EMN

A
ctress Ruby 
Rose, who 
identifies 
herself as 
“gender 

fluid”, has praised the 
increasing acceptance of  
different gender identi-

ties in today’s society. She 
says she has never “fit the 
mould of a girl”.

Rose says she is neither 
a man or a woman and 
feels the world is improving 
for those like her.

“When I was really 
young, my own under-
standing was that you 
had to be either a boy or 
a girl and I didn’t feel like 
I fit the mould of a girl,” 
the 31-year-old told Self  
magazine.

Rose has credited celeb-
rities like Annie Lennox, 
David Bowie, Prince and 

Madonna with helping 
her to understand and 
accept her own gender 
identity.

She now hopes to be 
seen as a role model.

“I definitely always 
keep in mind that 
what I do is going to 
influence other people, 
young or old, whatever, 
I want to make sure 
that the person they 
look up to is the same 
person that they looked 
up to in the begin-
ning,” Rose said.

IANS

T
eam Breezy 
formed in 2017 
are six differ-
ent individuals 
from different 

crew with one common 
love DANCE. Team 
Breezy literally known as 
fans of Chris Brown are 
passionate about our crafts 
and takes immense pride 
to claim that their chore-
ographies are original. 

“We are confident 
enough to present a 
variety of dancing acts 
and forms at any levels. 
We are always training 
and developing ourselves 
individually. Our chal-
lenge is to bring about the 
Dance Revolution and 
to assure the people of  
Nagaland that Dancing is 
a real business and we are 
on it to bring up the value 
in our society” states Team 
Breezy.

Joseph Keikung debut sin-
gle music video “Lonely 
Road’ was released on 
YouTube and indihut 
for all music lovers.  The 
music video had a special 
appearance by Shuyan 
Konyak and the music 
video was directed by 
Moba Inggang. The song 
speaks about the shattered 
memories through his vo-
cals and catchy lyrics. The 
artist, through his song 
wants to convey a message 
to all that come what 
may, in life with hope and 
determination one must 
move ahead.

EMN

F
ilmmaker 
Karan Johar, 
who welcomed 
twins Roohi 
and Yash via 

surrogacy earlier this 
year, says he has a lot 
of  expectations from his 
children.

“Just like any other 
parent, I too have a lot 
of  expectations from you 
(Roohi and Yash). This 
expectation is necessary 
because we build our 
foundation based on 
them. Your grandmother 
(Hiroo Johar) has told 
me and will also tell you 
that bookish knowledge 
is not everything,” Karan 
said on Shah Rukh 
Khan’s show “TED Talks 

S
inger Casey Dienel has 
filed paperwork to drop 
the lawsuit against singer 
Justin Bieber on his 2015 
hit single “Sorry”.

In 2016, Dienel sued Bieber 
and Skrillex over “Sorry” and 

claimed that the song mim-
icked “unique character-
istics of the female vocal 

riff” that occurred in her 
2014 song “Ring the 

bell”.
However, 

Dienel has now 
asked the court 
to dismiss the 
lawsuit, reports 
tmz.com.

Besides Bie-
ber and Skrillex, the 

co-writers of “Sorry” -- Julia 
Michaels, Justin Tranter, and 
Michael Tucker -- were all 
named in the lawsuit. 

It is unclear why Dienel 
has dropped the lawsuit now.

IANS

Team Breezy debuted 
with their original cho-
reography performance 
at the recently concluded 

Dimapur Night Carnival 
2017 on Sunday which 
they dedicated to the 
crowd with a wish to leave 

a spot in peoples’ heart 
to support local artist and 
Team Breezy.    

Team Breezy is man-

aged and powered by Per-
forming Arts with Fitness 
(PAWF) Nagaland.

EMN

India Nayi Soch”.
“On the other hand, 

your grandfather (Yash 
Johar) always told me to 

listen to my heart no mat-
ter what,” he added.

Karan, 45, said that 
he harboured different 

career options at various 
stages in his life.

“At the age of  four I 
wanted to become a hair 
stylist; at 10 I wanted to 
become a dancer; at 15, 
I wished to take up copy 
writing; at 18 , a fashion 
designer and eventually 
at the age of  20 I decided 
I wanted to become a 
filmmaker,” Karan said.

“My father was very 
supportive of  me despite 
my varied interests and 
that surprised me,” he 
added.

The episode of  “TED 
Talks India Nayi Soch” 
featuring Karan will be 
aired on Sunday on Star 
Plus.

IANS

T
he actor, model and 
fitness enthusiast Milind 
Soman had already 
made it clear that he is 
dating Ankita Konwar. 

But what created the headlines was 
the fact that the girl is less than 
half  his age. She is just 26 years old 
while Milind is 52.

But it never bothered him as he 
proudly kept posting pictures with 
his girlfriend on social media. Talk-
ing about that to Hindustan Times, 
he had said, “I don’t really worry 
about competition in anything. Be-
cause basically, it’s about me. And 
if  it’s a relationship, it’s about both 
the people. And I don’t consider 
age at all for anything — whether 
its relationships, fitness or health or 
whatever.”

Now it seems that he is all set to 
take the relationship a step further 
by tying the knot with his soulmate. 
According to a report of  SpotboyE, 
Milind will be marrying Ankita in 
the next year.

Earlier, he had visited Ankita’s 
family in Guwahati. A source says, 
“Milind timed his visit to coincide 
with Ankita’s nephew’s birthday, so 
he could meet her friends, family 

and relatives, who were in attend-
ance.”

The source added further say-
ing, “Now that the lovebirds have 
the family’s blessings, they will sol-
emnise their relationship in 2018. 
Ankita is almost half  of  Milind’s 
age, the massive age-gap was an 
issue for Ankita’s family but now 
after having met Milind, they are 

ready to ignore the age factor.”
Milind Soman is still remem-

bered for his appearance in the mu-
sic video ‘Made In India’. Recently, 
he was seen in a guest appearance 
in Saif  Ali Khan’s film Chef. He 
was also one of  the judges on the 
third season of  the show India’s 
Next Top Model.

TNN

A
ctress Ileana 
D’Cruz says 
she will 
work on the 
small screen 

provided the content is 
challenging and different.

Asked if  she would 
like to try the small screen, 
Ileana told IANS over 
phone from Mumbai: “I’ve 
always been someone who 
has worked with good 
content and I like to do so, 
hence it doesn’t matter to 
me. If  TV gives me good 
content, I’ll do it. “If  it’s 
challenging and pushing 
me to do something differ-
ent then why not?” 

Ileana’s film “Mubar-

akan” will be premier-
ing on Sony MAX on 
Saturday. She says she is 
looking forward to people 
watching it.

Asked if  she feels TV 
helps in connecting with a 
wider audience, she said: 
“I’m really not sure about 
that but I do know that 
sometimes watching a film 
in the theatre is a different 
experience and sometimes 
we just want to sit back 
and watch the movie...”

What is she expect-

ing out of  the television 
premier of  the film?

“I think it will be just 
as good, if  not better be-
cause it’s a film which you 
can keep watching over 
and over again. I love the 
fact that it’s coming on TV, 
for everyone who has not 
watched it yet,” she added.

Directed by Anees 
Bazmee, “Mubarakan” 
also stars Athiya Shetty, 
Arjun Kapoor and Anil 
Kapoor. 

IANS

Milind Soman had made headlines when he revealed that he 
is dating Ankita Konwar, who is less than half his age!

Enrique Iglesias, girlfriend 
welcome twins
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Barcelona forward Lionel Messi poses with the Pichichi Award and the Alfredo Di Stefano Trophy.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1685SUD0KU 1524
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1684

ACROSS
1. Rose to one’s feet
6. Metal fastener
10. Mark left by a wound
14. Thrusting weapon
15. Formerly
16. Freedom from difficulty
17. Tall Asian palm trees
18. Pack down lightly
19. Long wooden shaft with a 

pointed metal end
20. Bladderlike cavities
22. Afraid
24. Small pond
25. Great swells
26. Murmuring amorously
29. Reddish purple
30. Engrossed
31. Coastal game fish
37. At the front
39. Thick section of timber
40. What most beaches are
41. Stubborn
44. Liver secretion
45. Picnic insects
46. Maltreatments
48. Preservable
52. Singer/drummer ____ Collins
53. Actress ______ Silverstone
54. Sweet smelling oils or 

ointments
58. Misplaced
59. 17th letter of the Greek 

alphabet (plural)
61. Prolonged gaze
62. Upon
63. Alcoholic liquors

64. Sicilian volcano
65. Close
66. Essence or being
67. Utilizes (archaic) 
DOWN
1. Eastern European people
2. Weight of an empty 

container
3. Designating single entities
4. Pertaining to a curved 

compound bone of the 
skull

5. Lay church official
6. Inn
7. Collections of anecdotes
8. Supply Chain Management
9. Coke’s chief competitor

10. Green segments in a calyx
11. City in Egypt
12. Crooked 
13. Tall aquatic grasses
21. As a suffix, indicates “the 

science of”
23. Balls of yarn or thread
25. Protruding part
26. Marine crustacean
27. Hawaiian island
28. German car manufacturer
29. Trudges
32. Excite or encourage
33. Arranges, records or lists
34. Tropical American birds of 

the genus Crotophaga
35. Not active

36. Alkaline liquids
38. Arabian sultanate Abu 

_____ 
42. Make bigger
43. British author Roald ____
47. West African capital
48. Drawing room
49. Without company
50. Landscape or view
51. One who portrays
52. No longer in vogue
54. Candies: Bon-____
55. Spouse
56. Vases
57. Edible flesh
60. 3rd person male 

possessive

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1523

Swansea City’s Leroy Fer, right, and Everton’s Wayne Rooney vie for the ball during their English Premier 
League soccer match at the Goodison Park, Liverpool in England on Monday.

AP/PTI

Kobe Bryant poses with his family at hal ime a er both his number 
8 and number 24 Los Angeles Lakers jerseys are re red in an 
emo onal ceremony at Staples Center.

Indian boxing star Vijender Singh alongside his Bri sh trainer Lee Beard.

Messi receives awards for top 
scorer, best player in La LigaSigurdsson stunner for Everton 

helps sink struggling Swansea

Lakers retire Kobe’s two jersey numbers at half-time ceremonyTrainer Beard confident of Vijender’s win

Liverpool (England), Dec. 
19 (Reuters): Everton’s re-
vival under Sam Allardyce 
continued with a 3-1 victo-
ry over bottom club Swan-
sea City helped by a stun-
ning Gylfi Sigurdsson goal 
at a foggy Goodison Park 
as they moved up to ninth 
in the Premier League on 
Monday.

The hosts went behind 
after a sluggish start but 
goals from Dominic Cal-
vert-Lewin before halftime, 
Sigurdsson’s outstanding 
strike just past the hour and 
a late penalty by Wayne 
Rooney, who hit the post 
with an earlier spot kick, 
secured the points.

The Merseyside club 
are unbeaten in four league 
games since Allardyce 
took charge this month 
and, while it was hardly 
a sparkling display by his 
side against the struggling 
Welsh outfit, the manager’s 
trademark organisation 
was evident. Swansea, who 
have now lost six away 
games in a row, suffered 
an early blow when striker 
Wilfried Bony, their only 
scorer in the last seven 

games, limped off  after 
four minutes with a muscle 
problem to be replaced by 
Tammy Abraham.

Despite that setback, 
the visitors went ahead in 
the 35th minute, taking ad-
vantage of  poor defending 
as Leroy Fer lost his marker 
to slot home a Tom Carroll 

corner from close range.
Everton looked short 

of  inspiration but they got 
on level terms just before 
the break when they were 
awarded a penalty after 
Aaron Lennon went down 
under Roque Mesa’s chal-
lenge. Rooney’s spot kick 
was pushed against the 

post by Lukasz Fabianski 
but Calvert-Lewin reacted 
quickly and drove home the 
rebound to the relief  of  the 
former England captain.

S igurdsson’s  move 
from Swansea to Everton 
in August, for a reported 
fee of  45 million pounds 
($60.23 million), has been 

B a r c e l o n a ,  D e c .  1 9 
(IANS): Barcelona star 
Lionel Messi has received 
La Liga’s top scorer and 
best player awards for the 
2016-2017 fooball season.

The Argentine striker 
scored 37 goals in league 
action last season to earn 
his fourth Pichichi award 
for most goals in La Liga 
and his fifth Alfredo Di Ste-
fano trophy for best player, 
reports Efe.

“As I always say, if  the 
individual awards come, 

they are welcome, but my 
main goal is to fight for all 
of  the titles,” Messi said 
during the Marca football 
awards ceremony here on 
Monday.

“As I said in the (Eu-
ropean) Golden Shoe cer-
emony award, I would like 
to dedicate (these trophies) 
to the locker room,” Messi 
said.

The ceremony comes 
days before the highly an-
ticipated match between 
leader Barça and defending 

champion Real Madrid on 
December 23.

“It is a special match 
because of  what it means, 
because it is against Real 
Madrid and at their sta-
dium. If  we win, we will 
have a big advantage (14 
points),” Messi said.

Although he down-
played the game’s impor-
tance in the fight for the 
title, Messi said it would 
be nice if  the team ended 
the year in an auspicious 
fashion.

Los Angeles, Dec. 19 
(AFP): Five-time NBA 
champion Kobe Bryant 
was hailed as the “great-
est” Los Angeles Laker 
of  all Monday by fellow 
legend Magic Johnson in a 
ceremony to retire Bryant’s 
jersey numbers.

The tribute came at half-
time of the Lakers’ Staples 
Center matchup against the 
defending NBA champion 
Golden State Warriors, with 
Bryant’s Numbers 8 and 24 
joining other inspirational 
Laker icons from the team’s 
70-year history.

“We’re here to celebrate 
the greatest to ever wear the 
purple and gold. He made 
us rub our eyes and won-
der what did we just see,” 
said Johnson, now Lakers 
president of  basketball op-
erations.

“There will never, ever 
be another Kobe Bryant.”

Bryant played 10 sea-
sons in each retired number, 
winning three titles in the 
single-digit uniform top and 

questioned, in terms of  its 
value, by many observers 
but the Iceland forward 
showed his quality with a 
superb solo goal.

After Rooney found 
him on the left flank, Sig-
urdsson cut inside on to his 
right foot and unleashed 
an unstoppable drive past 
Fabianski and into the far 
corner of  the net in the 
64th. Everton were award-
ed a second penalty after 
73 minutes, which Swansea 
complained about with 
some justification. Martin 
Olsson was ruled to have 
tripped Jonjoe Kenny but 
replays showed the foul 
had been committed out-
side the area.

Rooney, undeterred by 
his earlier miss, strode up 
to blast the ball home from 
the spot and wrap up the 
points for Everton, who 
now have 25 points from 
18 games.

The defeat left Paul 
Clement’s Swansea side 
rooted to the foot of  the 
table with 12 points, four 
points adrift of  the safety 
zone and facing a long bat-
tle for top-flight survival.

two in the higher number 
jersey.

“Thank you so much 
for tonight,” Bryant told 
the crowd, which chanted 
his name while giving him 
a standing ovation.

“It’s not about my jer-

seys that are hanging up 
there for me. It’s about the 
jerseys that were hanging up 
there before.”

Many of the team’s past 
legends were on hand to 
welcome Bryant, who re-
tired after the 2015-16 cam-

London, Dec. 19 (Re-
uters): All-rounder Craig 
Overton said England have 
not been good enough in 
the Ashes series but insists 
the chastened tourists will 
be throwing everything at 
the last two tests to avoid a 
whitewash.

Australia regained the 
urn on Monday when they 
polished off  Joe Root’s 
side to win the third test at 
the WACA by an innings 
and 41 runs and take a 
3-0 lead in the five-match 
series.

All England have left 
to play for is pride in Mel-

bourne and Sydney, but 
Overton says the series 
is not over as they try to 
halt an eight-match los-
ing sequence in tests in 
Australia.

 “We have not been 
good enough for long 
enough in this series and 
have let chances slip, and 
because of  that we have 
lost  the Ashes before 
Christmas,” he said in The 
Times on Tuesday.

”We are gutted but 
don’t for a second think 
that there will be divisions 
in the camp or that we see 
the series as over.

”We will be throwing 
everything we have at the 
Melbourne and Sydney 
Tests -- we are desperate to 
make a mark on the series, 
even if  it’s too late to win.

“We will fight until the 
very last to do so.”

Whether or not Over-
ton will be fit to play a part 
is another matter entirely 
after he suffered a hairline 
fracture of  a rib while div-
ing in the field at Perth.

“I am nursing a hair-
line fracture to my rib but 
the doctor warned me it 
could become much worse 
if  I landed the wrong way 

-- a proper fracture, or even 
a punctured lung. No one 
needs that,” Overton said. 
“I’ve been brought up to 
fight through the pain, and 
I‘m not the sort to leave the 
field for nothing.”

Somerset seamer Over-
ton enjoyed a dream start 
to his test career when he 
picked up the wicket of  
Australian captain Steve 
Smith in the second test in 
Adelaide.

With six wickets to his 
name in his two tests and 
an impressive 41 not out 
with the bat in Adelaide, 
Overton was one of  the 

few England players to 
emerge with much credit.

He said he is desperate 
to play in the Melbourne 
test which begins on Dec. 
26.

”I won’t rule myself  
out of  Melbourne. I ac-
cept it’s unlikely, but I‘m 
so desperate to play that I 
won’t accept I‘m not going 
to until the doctors tell me 
absolutely otherwise.

”I’ll be weaning myself  
off  the strong painkillers, 
just a few paracetamol to 
help me sleep.

“And no golf ! It’ll be 
beach time for me.”

New Delhi ,  Dec.  19 
(IANS): India’s profes-
sional boxing ace Vijender 
Singh’s trainer Lee Beard 
is confident of  his knock-
out win against African 
middleweight champion 
from Ghana Ernest Amuzu 
on December 23 at Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium in Jai-
pur.

As the fight nears the 
intensity of  Vijender’s 
training is increasing day 
by day and Lee Beard is 
very impressed with the 
hard work Vijender is put-
ting in. “He is training 
very hard in India from 
the last sometime, he has 
been sparring 10-12 rounds 
daily with 3-4 different 
guys and also putting the 
strength and condition to 
work hard also,” Beard said 
on Tuesday. 

“We know about the 
opponent, and we have 
been working on the tech-
nical part of  the game plan-
ning. We have run a few 

tests on him and he looks in 
good shape for the fight,” 
he added.

Talking about Vijen-
der’s opponent, Beard said: 
“You know Ernest Amuzu 
has got a good record, and 
he is a strong fighter who 
has had a lot of  fights but 
Vijender is an amazing 
boxer and always focused 
on the strategies planned 
by us.

“Vijender has boxed off  
many tough fighters who 
have had a different style 
of  boxing, but southpaw is 
a bit more difficult to fight 
& he has fought less oppo-
nents of  southpaw. But he 
is good at every technical 
style boxing. 

“This is a fight which 
he should be able to control 
easily enough with his jab-
bing and boxing abilities, 
it’s just he’s been in the 
ring many times with fight-
ers similar to Amuzu, so 
this should not present too 
many difficulties to adjust 

from southpaw to ortho-
dox as he has done many 
times in his career over the 
years,” he added.

Beard said the Indian 
boxer is in good form as he 
has had a good season so 
far. He also said Vijender 
is hitting cleanly and that 
might help him.

“We are looking to put 
on a good show, he has 
been training hard. We just 
had a great session and he 
feels strong. Technically 
also he is going great and 
is hitting it very clean and 
accurate,” he said.

“So I think he will be 
able to control the fight in 
the first 2-3 rounds, start 
breaking his opponent 
down, hopefully in the 
middle rounds get the guy 
out with it,” he added. 

The tickets for the fight 
are priced at Rs. 350 Pre-
mier category, Rs. 750 Sil-
ver, Rs. 1995 Gold ringside 
and Rs. 4995 Platinum 
ringside.

paign as an 18-time All-Star, 
a 2008 NBA Most Valuable 
Player and two-time NBA 
Finals MVP, two-time NBA 
scoring champion and two-
time Olympic champion.

Bryant, 39, said fans 
inspired him to put in the 
work every day that became 
his trademark over two de-
cades with the Lakers, an 
unprecedented feat.

“Those times are the 
dream,” Bryant said. “It’s 
not the destination. It’s the 
journey. If  you accomplish 
that, your dreams won’t 
come true -- something 
greater will.” With a nod to 
his “Black Mamba” nick-
name, Bryant closed his re-
marks with, “Mamba out.”

With his family on hand 
to watch, Bryant was hon-
ored with the mention of  
such career highlights as 
his career-high 81-point 
game in a 2006 victory over 
Toronto, the second-highest 
point total in any game in 
NBA history.

Also acknowledged was 

his final game, when he 
became the oldest player 
in NBA history to score 60 
points, hitting the mark on 
the number in his farewell 
victory over Utah.

“There will never be 
an athlete in his last per-
formance to top this man’s 
performance -- 60 points. 
Man,” Johnson said.

The most emotional 
moment came when Lakers 
owner Jeanie Buss, who has 
helped keep the Lakers heri-
tage together, paid tribute to 
Bryant.

“What we’re celebrat-
ing is the journey you took 
us on for those 20 years,” 
Buss said.

“If  you separate the ac-
complishments of  each of  
those jerseys, both of those 
players would be in the Hall 
of Fame.

“We asked for your 
hustle and you gave us your 
heart which was so much 
more. You have forever 
made your mark on this 
franchise.”



Players of Neroca FC and Mohun Bagan in ac on during their 
I-League match at the Vivekananda Yuba Bhara  Krirangan on 
Tuesday.
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US' Mikaela Shiffrin competes during the first run of the FIS Alpine 
Women's World Cup Giant Slalom on Dec. 19.

Team Junior Runumole (white) and team Huskers in ac on during the second semifinal match at 
Chetheba local ground on Tuesday.

EM Images

Steve Smith

India back in World Series 
of Boxing from February

Smith closes in on Bradman's 
feat in ICC Test rankings

Junior Runumole to face D Ballers 
in Chetheba Open Basketball final

Slick Shiffrin storms giant slalom

India eves thrash Nepal in U-15 SAFF football meet

I-League: Neroca FC hold Mohun Bagan to 0-0 draw

Dubai, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
A day after guiding Aus-
tralia to regain the Ashes 
urn, skipper Steven Smith 
consolidated his stay atop 
the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) Test rank-
ings as he inched closer to 
batting great Don Brad-
man's highest-ever rank-
ings points.

Smith's match-win-
ning 239 in the third Test 
against England at the 
WACA in Perth, helped 
his team reclaim the Ashes 
by taking an unassailable 
3-0 lead in the five-match 
rubber.

The 28-year-old's sec-
ond Test double ton has 
taken his tally to 945 rat-
ing points, helping him 
share the second spot in 
the all-time list, along with 
England great Len Hutton. 

Smith is now within 16 
points of  Bradman's tally 
of  961 points, and has had 
a minimum of  918 points 
over the past 12 months, 
which is 25 more than 
what second-placed Virat 
Kohli has as of  now. 

His batting average of  
62.32 is second only to 
Bradman in terms of  bats-
men with at least 20 Test 

innings and by the time 
the fourth Test of  the series 
starts on Boxing Day, he 
would have been the num-

ber one for two years.
Smith is already ahead 

of  Bradman with regard 
to the number of  Tests 

at the top. He has now 
been number one for 114 
Tests, which is the fifth-
most in a list led by Gary 

New Delhi, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
India Under-15 womens team 
scored five goals in each half  to 
thrash Nepal 10-0 in a one-sided 
group encounter of  the SAFF 
Womens Championship at Dhaka 
on Tuesday.

Hat-tricks by Priyanka Devi 
and Sunita Munda was compli-
mented by a brace from Lynda 
Kom, with goals from Santhiya 
and Anay Bayi completing the 
rout.

Lynda Kom had opened the 
scoring in the fourth minute as In-
dia went on to pile the pressure on 
their northern neighbours. 

But the scoreline didn't reflect 
the dominance until Lynda opened 
the floodgate with her second 
strike in the 32nd minute.

The later stage of  the first 
half  saw three more goals being 
pumped into the Nepal net as Suni-
ta Munda, Santhiya and Priyanka 
Devi etched their names on the 

scoresheet with goals in the 33rd, 
40th and 43rd minute respectively. 

Nepal had a chance of  their 
own but they missed their penalty 
opportunity as the teams went 5-0 
into half  time.

Contrary to expectations India 
didn't let the foot off  the pedal in 
the second half  as Priyanka got her 
second of  the day in 53rd minute 
before Sunita too did same in the 
62nd minute.

Anay Bayi became the fifth 

Indian on the scoresheet with her 
strike in 69th minute as the Ne-
pali shoulders dropped and India 
strolled around with the ball.

After few attempts, Priyanka 
finally scored again in the 76th 
minute to complete her hattrick 
before Sunita rounded off  the 
scoreline with her own three-peat 
in the 86th minute.

India will now face Bangladesh 
on December 21 in their final 
group encounter.

Kohima Bureau
Chetheba town, Dec. 
19 (EMN): Team Junior 
Runumole  beat  Team 
Huskers 39-24 during the 
second semifinal match 
of  the 1st Winter Open 
Basketball Challenger to 
set up a final clash against 
D Ballers, Kohima at Chet-
heba local ground on Tues-
day.

The final match will be 
played on Wednesday at 9 
am at the local ground. The 
two day event is organised 
by Team Huskers.

While in the first semi-
final match, D Ballers team 
from Kohima beat Team 
Mystic Ballers 46-36 to 
enter the finals.

In the quarter final 
matches, Team Junior 
Runumole beat Splash 
Brothers 28-16 and D. 
Ballers beat Road Run-
ners 55-35. The winner of  
the tournament will walk 
home with a cash prize 
of  INR 20,000, while the 
runners-up will receive 
cash prize of  INR 10,000.

E a r l i e r ,  Z a p o s e 
Dawhou, Associate pastor, 
Chetheba Town Baptist 
Church who attended the 
inaugural session as the 
special guest said the event 
should not limit to tourna-
ment but also a platform 
to create friendship among 
the playing team. He also 
lauded the initiative taken 

by the organising team 
and encouraged the play-
ing team to play through 
sportsmanship.

Sekhozo Rhakho, pres-
ident Team Huskers in 
his welcome address said 
sports being a powerful 
force that can unite the 
humanity and society, the 
club in thier step to such a 
cause is organising the first 
Winter Open Basketball 
tournament. 

Nine teams including 
three from Kohima district 
are participating in the 
tournament. The other 
teams are Team Riders, 
Team Road Runners, 90's 
Classic, Splash Brothers, 
Valiant.   

Sobers (189 Tests) and 
with Viv Richards (179), 
Brian Lara (140) and Sa-
chin Tendulkar (139) the 
only ones ahead of  him in 
this list.

Among others to move 
northward in the rankings 
list are India's Cheteshwar 
Pujara (up by one place to 
No.3) and New Zealand 
skipper Kane Williamson, 
who also rose a spot to 
No.4.

England skipper Joe 
Root, however, slipped 
two rungs to occupy the 
No.5 spot.

Among the bowlers, 
England veteran James 
Anderson continued to 
lead the table followed 
by South African Kagiso 
Rabada (No.2) and the 
Indian duo of  Ravindra 
Jadeja and Ravichandran 
Ashwin at No.3 and 4 re-
spectively.

A u s s i e  p a c e m a n 
Josh Hazlewood moved 
up a place to No.5 as he 
swapped places with Sri 
Lankan left-arm spinner 
Rangana Herath.

There were no changes 
in the Test all-rounders list 
with Bangladesh's Shakib 
Al Hasan leading the list.

Lausanne, Dec. 19 (PTI): 
India will return to the 
International Boxing Asso-
ciation's (AIBA) semi-pro-
fessional World Series of  
Boxing (WSB) in February 
next year with the country 
finding a place in the Asian 
group for the event's eighth 
season.

The yet-to-be-named 
franchise, which would be 
fully owned by the Box-
ing Federation of  India 
(BFI), will replace Mumbai 
Fighters, the team that had 
withdrawn in 2012 due to 
lack of  support from the 
national body at that time.

The WSB's format will 
follow the three-group, 
regional regular season 
and global play-offs, with 
the Croatian Knights join-
ing for qualification from 
Group Europe,  whi le 
Group Asia having a team 
from India for the first 
time, the AIBA said in a 
statement.

"In Season VIII, we can 
now go even further, with 
India's vast and growing 
appetite for boxing adding 
a new dimension to the 
2018 competition and the 
Croatian Knights bringing 
with them all of  that great 
nation's boxing history," 
said AIBA interim presi-
dent Franco Falcinelli.

In the Asian group the 

Astana Arlans will face 
China Dragons, the all-
new India team and Patriot 
Boxing Team from Russia 
in Group Asia.

The Croatian Knights 
will begin their first season 
against the British Lion-
hearts, France Fighting 
Roosters and Italia Thun-
der in Group Europe.

In Group Americas, 
Season VII Finalists Cuba 
Domadores will be looking 
to equal the Arlans' record 
and win a third title of  their 
own, but face stiff  com-
petition from Colombia 
Heroicos and Venezuela 
Caciques.

Among the boxers tak-
ing part will be a host of  
champions and medal-
lists from the 2017 AIBA 
World Championships in 
Hamburg.

The 11 teams will be 
able to recruit available 
national and internation-
al boxers to their squads. 
WSB has now closed its 
foreign boxer registrations 
for Season VIII, with 196 
foreign entries confirmed 
from 42 different countries.

Boxers at the begin-
ning of  their professional 
careers are welcome to par-
ticipate, the AIBA stated. 
The deadline for teams to 
recruit from the available 
list will be mid-Jan.

Courchevel (France), Dec. 
19 (AFP): American Mi-
kaela Shiffrin stormed to 
a convincing victory in the 
World Cup giant slalom 
event in Courchevel on 
Tuesday, finishing almost 
a full second ahead of her 
key Olympic rival, France's 
two-time world champion 
Tessa Worley.

In front of  raucous 
home support, Worley 
laid down the fastest sec-
ond run after finishing in 
eighth place after the first 
of  two legs. It looked like 
the Frenchwoman, who 
has an Australian father, 
might have done enough 
for a surprise victory as 
six higher-ranked racers all 
finished slower down the 
Emile Allais course.

But then came the turn 
of 22-year-old Shiffrin, the 
three-time world champion 
and 2014 Olympic slalom 
gold medallist. And she 
made no mistake, setting 
off  with a massive 1.42sec 
lead over Worley and clock-
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ing 1min 01.10sec for a 
combined total of 2:02.40.

Despite a slight error 
in the bottom third, Shif-
frin's winning margin was 
0.99sec over Worley, world 
giant slalom gold medallist 
in 2017 and 2013.

It was Shiffrin's 34th 
victory on the World Cup 
circuit in her short career, 
and fifth in the giant slalom.

Italy's Manuela Moelgg, 
34, was third, 0.02sec adrift 
with Norwegian Ragnhild 
Mowinckel a mere 0.01sec 
behind in fourth as the ri-
vals start to measure up for 

the Winter Olympics in Py-
eongchang, South Korea, in 
February.

Shiffrin's US teammate 
Lindsey Vonn, winner of  
a super-G in Val d'Isere 
on the weekend but absent 
here after pinging her knee, 
was obviously following the 
race from the United States.

"Congrats @MikaelaS-
hiffrin and impressive 2nd 
run @TessaWorley. Manu 
keeping it real for the old la-
dies," Vonn tweeted along-
side icons of  hands raised 
in celebration and a flexed 
bicep.

Kolkata, Dec. 19 (IANS): 
Mohun Bagan were held 
to a 0-0 draw by an impres-
sive Neroca FC in a fifth 
round I-League clash at the 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan here on Tuesday.

The best chance of  
the game fell to Mohun 
Bagan's Shilton Dsilva who 
latched on to a loose ball 
after Neroca goalkeeper 
Varney K. Kallon blocked 
Sony Norde's initial shot to 
put his effort wide.

Neroca played excep-
tionally well with their fleet-
footed footballers giving the 
home team a harrowing 
time. The result saw Sanjoy 
Sen's Mohun Bagan move 
to nine points from five 
matches while Neroca are 

on seven points from four 
outings.

Norde and Ansumana 
Kromah were drafted back 
in the playing XI after miss-

ing out in the last match 
where Mohun Bagan were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Shil-
long Lajong FC.

For Neroca, coach Gift 

Raikhan replaced Ningth-
oujam Pritam Singh with 
Kyrgyzstan's Akhlidin Is-
railov from their team in 
the last game which they 
prevailed 2-1 over Chennai 
City FC.

The Manipur-based side 
were very impressive in the 
first period and could count 
themselves unlucky having 
not taken the lead.

They kept the Mohun 
Bagan defence on tenter-
hooks and despite fit-again 
Norde's constant probing at 
the other end, it was Shilton 
Paul who was the busier of  
the two goalkeepers.

Israilov first volleyed 
over in the 22nd minute as 
Neroca displayed wonderful 
passing football, using the 

flanks to bomb forward.
At halftime, both teams 

were locked goalless but 
Neroca looked the far bet-
ter side.

Post the break, Norde 
thought he had given the 
green and maroons the lead 
when the Haitian star for-
ward turned in Kromah's 
pass but the referee waved 
for offside cutting short his 
celebrations.

Kromah was once again 
in the clear minutes later but 
a timely tackle by the experi-
enced Saran Singh inside the 
box averted the danger.

They got a few more 
chances towards the end 
of  the match but they just 
could not find the back of  
the net.


