
PB Acharya (third from left) and Neiphiu Rio along with their spouses and others during the 
inauguration of Seluophe Model Village in Dimapur on Monday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 27° 14°

Gangtok 21° 07°

Guwahati 26° 13°

Imphal 24° 08°

Itanagar 23° 11°

Shillong 20° 05°

Delhi 24° 09°

Kolkata 25° 13°

Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 08°
DIMAPUR 25° 12°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR Nil 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Ahmedabad/Shimla, Dec 18 (PTI): The 
BJP won the Gujarat assembly polls for 
a record sixth straight victory today, and 
was set to evict the Congress in Himachal 
Pradesh, tightening the party's grip over 
the country's politics with general elections 
only 18 months away.

The Gujarat results turned out to be a 
seesaw, with BJP and Congress running 
neck and neck in the morning. At midday, 
BJP pulled ahead, and by 6.30 p.m., it had 
won 95 seats while leading in four seats in 
the 182-member assembly.

The result with a likely final tally of  99 
seats for BJP was not as grand as the saf-
fron party had expected. Party leaders had 
aimed for 150-plus seats, but faced a tough 
challenge from a resurgent Congress led 
by Rahul Gandhi, as well as young Pati-
dar and Dalit leaders Hardik Patel, Alpesh 
Thakor and Jignesh Mewani.

The Congress won 75 seats and was 
leading in two for a possible total of  77, 
compared to 61 in the 2012 elections. "This 
is double joy for me," said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, a former Gujarat chief  
minister, in a victory speech at the BJP 
headquarters in New Delhi.

He said he was happy that his suc-
cessors continued the development work 
which he had spearheaded during his 
nearly 13- year tenure as the chief  minister.

"I once again offer the hardworking 
party workers many congratulations. This 
is not an ordignary victory," he said. In an 
earlier tweet, Modi said: "I assure (people 
of  Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh) that we 
will leave no stone unturned in furthering 
the development journey of  these states 
and serve the people tirelessly." 

Gandhi in a tweet said his party "ac-
cepts the verdict of  the people and con-
gratulates the new governments in both 
states."  He thanked his party members for 
fighting "anger with dignity."

The BJP called the results a vote for de-
velopment pushed by Modi, who was the 
tireless star campaigner in both states. The 
Congress took solace in the fact that it bet-
tered its tally in Gujarat, the home turf  of  
Modi and BJP chief  Amit Shah.

Shah expressed satisfaction with the 
result, saying that the party's vote share 
in Gujarat had gone up to 49.10 per cent 
from 47.85 per cent in 2012. The Congress 
vote share was 41.5 per cent in Gujarat, 
compared to 38.93 per cent in 2012.

Still, it was clear that another Con-
gress-ruled state has slipped from its grasp 
into BJP control. It now rules only Karna-
taka and Punjab among the major states, 
besides Puducherry, Meghalaya and Mi-
zoram. Karnataka elections are due next 
year. "We have set a record in the history of  

the BJP by winning consecutive assembly 
polls... Anti-incumbency is not working 
there. The prime minister's popularity is 
intact. Amit Shah's strategy has worked," 
BJP vice president Shyam Jaju said.

As the victories became clear, party 
workers gathered in the streets and head-
quarters, distributing sweets and bursting 
firecrackers. The BJP's dip this time was 
touted by the Congress as a reflection of  
Rahul Gandhi's efforts during the cam-
paign, when he appeared to have improved 
his stature as a politician.

"The Congress' tally has gone up there, 
while the BJP's numbers have fallen. This 
is the start of  Rahul Gandhi's political sto-
ry," senior Congress leader Kamal Nath 
told reporters outside Parliament. The BJP 
said what matters is the victory.

In Himachal Pradesh, the BJP won 
32 seats and was ahead in 12 seats, which 
means it could end up close to a two-thirds 
majority in the 68-member house. The rul-
ing Congress won 17 and was ahead in 
four. In the outgoing house, Congress had 
36 seats, and BJP 26.

Gujarat Chief  Minister Vijay Rupani 
retained his Rajkot West seat, defeating 
Indranil Rajyaguru of  Congress. However, 
Prem Kumar Dhumal, BJP's chief  minis-
terial candidate in Himachal Pradesh, lost 
to Congress's Rajinder Rana in Sujanpur, 

after he changed his traditional constitu-
ency of  Hamirpur. He was made the CM 
face only nine days before the pollling.

The Dec. 9 and 14 elections took place 
in the backdrop of  GST and demonetisa-
tion, which the opposition had claimed 
would inflict a huge dent in Modi's popu-
larity. Modi and Shah campaigned vigor-
ously, crisscrossing the state to hold scores 
of  rallies in what appeared to be a trailer 
for the next Lok Sabha elections, which 
should be held before May 2019.

The victories establish not only the 
BJP's supremacy but also Modi's appar-
ent invincibility. Yet, it also made Gandhi, 
who recently assumed Congress presiden-
tiship, a serious challenger as he appeared 
more confident in taking on the BJP stal-
warts.  Gujarat Deputy Chief  Minister 
Nitin Patel won the Mehsana seat against 
Congress candidate Jivabhai Patel. Meh-
sana was the epicentre of  the Patidar res-
ervation agitation. The BJP has won every 
election in Gujarat since 1995.

However, it was out of  power for a 
couple of  years due to party infighting and 
rebellion by Shankersinh Vaghela. BJP 
came back to power in 1998, and has ruled 
uninterrupted since then. In Himachal 
Pradesh, Congress veteran and six-time 
Chief  Minister Virbhadra Singh won the 
Arki constituency. 

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The ‘total bandh’ called 
for an indefinite period at 
Wokha by the district’s unit 
of  All Commercial Vehicle 
Association (ACVA) on 
Monday passed off  peace-
fully. Major Wokha-based 
organisations including 
ACAUT Wokha Unit, 
Lotha Eloe Hoho, Lotha 
Youth Hoho, Lotha Stu-
dents’ Union, WDCC&I 
and WDEA supported the 
shutdown.

The bandh has been 
imposed due to non-com-
pliance of  the ACVA’s 
demand by the erring 
NSCN (I-M) cadres who 
had failed to hand over 
some seized keys within 
the dateline (i.e. 16th Dec 
2017) served by the associ-
ation. All vehicular move-
ment and all commercial 
activities in the district 
were paralyzed for more 
than 12 hours. Hundreds 
vehicles were restrained 
at Santsuphen and Chuki-
tong, causing inconven-
ience to the passengers and 
travellers alike.

Meanwhile, the Lotha 
Hoho on Monday held a 
meeting after which it re-
quested the agitating truck-
ers to call of  the protest “on 
moral and humanitarian 
ground”. The ‘stand-off ’, 
according to the Lotha 

Hoho, was unfortunate – 
considering the time of  the 
year, with Christmas right 
around the corner. 

It resolved to issue a 
48-hour deadline to the 
NSCN (IM) authorities 
of  the region to return the 
seized keys. If  the NSCN 
IM) fails to comply to the 
demand, it resolved, the 
organisation shall with-
draw cooperation to the 
NSCN (IM).

“The NSCN (IM) 
Lotha region and Lotha 
organisations have 
met twice, recently, on 
5.9.2017 and 6.12.2017, 
since the NSCN (IM) is 
keen to improve relations 
with the Lotha people. 
The Lotha organisations 
had welcomed the gesture 
and took the initiative as 
favourable and sincere. 

“Hence let the gesture 
for improvement of  rela-
tion be really meaningful 
and lasting, and let not 
any wayward action strain 
the relation between the 
NSCN (IM) and the Lotha 
organisations. The Lotha 
Hoho and all its frontal 
organisations request the 
responsible NSCN (IM) 
cadres to hand over the 
seized keys immediately, 
to avoid any misunder-
standing or confronta-
tion,” a statement from the 
Lotha Hoho read. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The persistent issue of  
non-payment of  post 
matric scholarship to 
scheduled tribe students 
of  Nagaland for the year 
2016-17 took a new turn 
with Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang assuring the stu-
dent community that the 
second instalment of  the 
said scholarship would be 
released by Dec. 19.

The student communi-
ty, spearheaded by All Na-
galand College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) has been 
pressing the state govern-

ment to disburse the pend-
ing scholarship and had 
decided to take their pro-
test to the chief  minister’s 
official residence in Kohi-
ma on Dec. 18. However, 
before the ANCSU vol-
unteers commenced their 
march, it was informed 
that the chief  minister had 
invited the union officials 
for a meeting. 

Four ANCSU officials 
reported to have had an 
hour-long meeting with 
Zeliang, wherein, the lat-
ter is stated to have ‘prom-
ised’ the students that 
the pending scholarship 

would be released within 
a day. Briefing the student 
volunteers at PHQ Junc-
tion about the outcome 
of  the meeting, ANCSU 
president Katho P Awomi 
lamented that the govern-
ment opens its eyes only 
when an aggrieved party 
take to the streets. “We did 
not go to meet the chief  
minister to take assurance 
from him but he has prom-
ised to take our charters 
of  demand seriously,” he 
said. The student leader 
however told the stu-
dents that payment of  the 
pending scholarship will 

be made category wise, 
therefore, they might not 
receive the amount in their 
accounts on Dec.19 itself.

He also informed that 
the chief  minister gave his 
word to seriously look into 
the demand of  ANCSU 
regarding setting up of  
separate cell/nodal de-
partment for implement-
ing all the scholarship 
schemes. With different 
scholarship schemes being 
initiated by different de-
partments, ANCSU is of  
the view that this creates 
confusion and harassment 
to beneficiaries.

Vanity working on a weak 
head, produces every sort 

of mischief. 

~ Jane Austen

You come to night carnival and 
don't even drink a cup of rice 
beer? Are you even a Naga?

~ Arien

Brazilian football legend 
Kaka retires |  P11

BJP wins Gujarat, tramples Cong in HP Wokha ‘total 
bandh’ peaceful 
on day one

Cornered govt. gives in to ANCSU four-charter demand

Seluophe is Nagaland’s 
first SAGY model village 

Mirror Takes

EastErn Mirror
All ‘isms’ are about individual or 
group’s ego – Will Smith  |  P10

 Naidu bats for Women’s 
Reservation Bill | P8

Lotha Hoho serves 48-hr 
deadline to NSCN (IM) authorities, 
threatens to withdraw ‘support’ 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 18 
(EMN): The first ever 
model village in Naga-
land to be adopted under 
the Sansad Adarsh Gram 
Yojana (SAGY) was in-
augurated on Monday at 
Seluophe village in Di-
mapur. Even as the model 
village was inaugurated 
on Monday, it was adopt-
ed way back in November 

Awomi said it was also 
assured that the state gov-
ernment would identify a 
particular month or season 
for disbursement of  schol-
arship for the convenience 
of  all.

On ANCSU’s demand 
for revocation of  the gov-
ernment office memoran-
dum dated Oct. 26, 2017 
to scrap filling up of  class-
II non-gazetted posts from 
the purview of  NPSC, and 
the union’s stiff  opposition 
to the government office 

memorandum dated Aug. 
11, 2017 for regularization 
of  contract employees un-
der different departments 
who have completed three 
years in service, it was 
informed that the chief  
minister has assured to 
review these two orders in 
the next cabinet meeting 
scheduled to be held in a 
few days’ time. The union 
is of  the view that these 
two orders were depriv-
ing the rights of  deserving 
candidates..

2014 by the Lok Sabha 
Member of  Parliament 
from Nagaland, Neiphiu 
Rio.

Nagaland Governor, 
PB Acharya inaugurated 
the model village on Mon-
day. The SAGY will help 
in implementing various 
developmental schemes 
of  the government. Se-
luophe is one of  the two 
villages to be adopted by 
Rio – the other one be-
ing Longwa village under 
Mon district.

Addressing the func-
tion, Acharya said that 
the government of  India 
has encouraged all elected 
MLAs and MPs to adopt 
5 villages in 5 years (1 vil-
lage a year). 

The chief  guest, at the 
newly constructed amphi-
theatre of  Selouphe vil-
lage quoted Prime Min-
ister Modi who said that 
India belongs to villages 
and unless villages are 
developed, India will not 
develop. With this vision 
Modi launched SAGY in 
2014, he added. He fur-
ther said that all basic in-

frastructures like schools, 
hospitals, playgrounds 
and toilets should be 
present in model villages.

Recalling his visit to 
Lumami University, he 
was disheartened to know 
that the students and ad-
ministration had to go to 
Assam to buy their food 
needs like vegetables 
etc., at least once a week. 
“With such a big plot of  
land it is shameful that 
they cannot grow their 
own vegetables” he said. 

He further emphasised 
that education at the pri-
mary level in one’s own 
mother tongue should be 
made available.

On the occasion, the 
governor also handed 
over ambulance keys 
purchased from the MP’s 
fund for use in Zunheboto 
and Longleng district. 
An ambulance each will 
also be given to ENPO 
Dimapur and ENPO Ko-
hima from the MPs fund, 
it was informed. The gov-
ernor also released the re-
port on Seluophe village 
during the programme.

Rio, who was the 
chief  host of  the occa-
sion, pointed out that 
development of  village re-
quires help from the gov-
ernment. He also remind-
ed the villagers to ensure 
proper maintenance of  
the infrastructure and to 
work harder for uplift the 
economy. 

He also spoke on 
Modi's vision of  develop-
ing villages, where rural 
development department 
serves as the nodal de-
partment. He expressed 
gratitude to the governor 
for launching the SAGY 
village where several 
projects including guest 
house, amphitheatre, 
playground, furniture 
unit, weaving unit, fish-
ery ponds, rostrum, link 
and approach road within 
village, table saw mill unit 
etc., have been completed 
from the MP’s fund. 

He also thanked the 
villagers for their unity 
and leadership ‘because 
of  which it was possible 
to make Selouphe a mod-
el village’.



Akuluto thankful for 
SDO office upgrade 

Celebrating deliverance

BJP’s minority wing grieves

AR confiscate arms and IMFL

CM congratulates PM 
and BJP president

Tuli branch of NStCB 
shifted to new building 

BJP organises booth-level training in districts 

TDLSA celebrates advent Christmas with Khodi Children

Sazolie NSS conducts special camp at Mezoma 

NTC, CHK 
condoles with 
Lohe’s family

2 State
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Volunteers of the EDSYO draped in HV traffic shirts pose for the lens after their duty on the streets.

Kohima Liangmai Baptist Church celebrated advent Christmas in the church’s premises on Sunday. 
The message of the event was from Dr. Ratan Kaurintta. In the picture are children singing a Christmas 
song.

NSS volunteers at Mezoma village.

Party workers at the weeklong booth-level training.

TDLSA team with children and  caretakers of Khodi Children’s home

Weather forecast in other Districts 

Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 16.8 9.2 10.4 89 NIL

ZBt 14.5 6.4 4.8 98 NIL

Mon 20 13 11.5 79 NIL

tuensanG 18.2 13 9.9 71 NIL

MKG 19 14.4 14.5 81 NIL

PheK 17.4 6.2 8.2 90 NIL

tseMinYu 25.8 12 12.3 56 1

JaLuKie 15 2 13.3 89 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 23.2 15.2 16.4 69 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur’s ERO releases ‘deletion’ list 
The electoral registration officer of Dimapur Sara S 
Jamir has informed electors from the constituencies 
Dimapur-I, II, and III and Ghaspani-I and II assembly 
that the ‘deletion list’ for possible duplicates has been 
prepared. It was based on the verification report of 
respective booth level officer, it was informed. The list 
has been displayed on the notice board of the deputy 
commissioner, also the district election officer for 
Dimapur, for inspection. Electors having any objection 
are asked to appear before the office on or before 
Dec. 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Matter will be decided 
without any further reference in the event of failure to 
place the objection before the office at the given time, 
it was informed.

DMC starts trade licence renewal 
The Dimapur Municipal Council’s (DMC) administrator 
Moa Sangtam has informed traders, business 
establishments, and shopkeepers in the DMC’s 
jurisdiction that the process for renewal of DMC trade 
licence for the year 2018 commences with immediate 
date. All DMC trade licence holders are informed to 
renew their respective licence on or before Jan. 31 2018 
to avoid late fine. 

Khezhakeno to conduct combined service
Khezhakeno will be organising a combined service from 
Dec. 29 to Jan. 1 2018 at Lepfhe ground. The event will 
be conducted with the theme “UkoSielie di Chükhe” 
(Let us rise and build, Neh.2:18). The programme’s 
committee has invited Kozabomi people and their 
‘in-laws’ to attend the programme. Speakers for the 
two-day session are Sr. pastor of the CRC of Sodzülhou, 
Rev. BulechüKoza;  the pastor of the CBC at 7th Mile 
village, Neizo Koza; the pastor of HOPFAN at Dimapur, 
Rev. C NgoloKoza; the pastor of the CRC of Dimapur 
town, Dr. Khape Ladu; the pastor of the CCRC at upper 
PWD in Kohima, David Koza; and the pastor of the 
CBC at Kohima Dr. Vetso Koza. One may contact their 
respective area welfare president or the programme 
committee to avail further details.

Kohima’s DC informs arms license holders
The district election officer of Kohima district Rajesh 
Soundararajan has directed all arms license holders 
in the district to produce their arms licenses for 
verification at the nearest police station from Dec. 19 
to Jan. 5 2018. Failing to produce said document for 
verification within the stipulated time will result in the 
cancellation of the license as per appropriate section 
of law, it was informed. The notification was issued in 
view of the forthcoming general assembly elections 
scheduled for 2018.

News iN Brief

Dimapur youths do their bit 
to ease traffic congestion 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
For the second time of  
such an engagement, mem-
bers of  the East Dimapur 
Sumi Youth Organisation 
(EDSYO) have been moni-
toring traffic movement in 
areas under its jurisdiction 
from Dec. 14 to the 16th. 

The first was in August 
earlier this year.

Around 50 youth vol-
unteers residing in east Di-
mapur braved the sun and 
dust to ensure a smooth 
drive for the citizens of  Di-
mapur, it was informed. 

The leaders  of  the 

EDSYO have thanked the 
volunteers for their efforts 
to help monitor traffic dur-
ing the past three days. 
Also, they have thanked 
individuals who rendered 
help in various ways and 
the public, for their ‘coop-
eration.’

The organisation is 
thankful to the traffic au-
thorities for the opportu-
nity to give back to the 
society. 

The EDSYO has en-
couraged commuters to 
stick to single lane driv-
ing.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) 
mourns the demise of  Potsolu 
Lohe, mother of  Z Lohe, advi-
sor to the NTC on Dec. 18 at 
her residence in Kohima. She 
was 107 years, it was informed. 
It was informed that her mortal 
remains were taken to her native 
village Sakraba in Phek district 
for the final rites. 

The NTC said that Potsolu 
Lohe lived a blessed and fulfill-
ing life. The organisation has 
conveyed heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved family. It has 
prayed that the Almighty God 
grant comfort and solace to the 
family at this time of  sorrow, 
and eternal peace for the de-
parted soul.

The Chakhesang Hoho of  
Kohima (CHK) also expressed 
pain at the demise of  Potsolü 
Lohe, mother of  Z Lohe, former 
NLA speaker, who passed away 
early on Dec. 18 morning in 
Kohima. 

CHK Publicity and Infor-
mation, Pfuche Koza said, she 
is believed to have lived 107 
years. 

While conveying deepest 
condolences to Lohe and family 
on behalf  of  the Chakhesang 
community, the CHK prayed 
for the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The GBs 
and Elders Association of  Akuluto–VK 
organised a thanksgiving programme 
for upgradation of  Sub Divisional Of-
ficer (SDO) Civil, Akuluto office to 
Addittional Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) on Monday at Akuluto Public 
Ground.

SDO (C) Akuluto Longasen ex-
pressed gratitude to the Parliamentary 
Secretary for YRS & MTF Khekaho for 
his tireless service rendered towards to 
the people of  Akuluto.

President Akuluto Town GBs As-
sociation, Hotovi Chishi said the pre-
programme was organised in order 

to felicitate the programme for the 
upgradation which is supposed to be 
held a week ahead, since the cabinet 
has already approved the upgradation 
of  SDO (C) to that of  ADC. 

Former Minister K Kakheto Kinni-
mi, president Akuluto-VK Area Union 
Dimapur Apeto Assumi, Vice-president 
SKH Vikheto Chophi, President of  
Akuluto-VK GBs Association and GBs 
Association VK Area also spoke on the 
occasion.

Unveiling of  the monolith for the 
upgradation of  the ADC Hq. is slated 
to be held in between Dec. 25 and Jan. 
1 2018. 

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 8 
(EMN): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) ‘mi-
nority morcha’ has ex-
pressed sadness at the 
demise of  Zarhol, father 
of  Kikohul John Kulnu, 
vice president of  the unit 
on Dec. 17.

The unit’s president, 
Mukibur Rahman, has 
expressed condolences to 
bereaved family members 
and prayed that the Al-
mighty God grant strength 
at this time of  grief, and 
for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The Tuensang battalion of  
the Assam Rifles under the aegis of  HQ IGAR (north) 
conducted a search operation near Tankong in Tuensang 
district on Dec.17. According to a release from AR Tuen-
sang battalion, during the search, the troops recovered one 
.22 mm pistol with magazine, 25 rounds of live .22 ammu-
nition, that were layer handed over to the police.

The Mokokchung battalion of  the Assam Rifles and 
police representatives also conducted an operation at Tuli 
on Dec. 16, it was informed. 

During the raid, the security forces apprehended one TR 
Temjen of Waukon village and one Chinese grenade and 40 
cases of IMFL worth INR 1,20,000, it was informed. The 
accused and the confiscated articles were handed over to 
the police station of Tuli, it was informed.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The State Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang along with his colleagues conveyed heartiest 
congratulations to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
President of  the Bharatiya Janata Party Amit Shah, for 
the spectacular victory of  BJP in the general elections 
to the Legislative Assemblies of  Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh.

A message addressed to Prime Minister, stated “today, 
we had a meeting of  the Legislature Party of  the Demo-
cratic Alliance of  Nagaland (DAN) and all the members 
of  12th Nagaland Legislative Assembly present, expressed 
their congratulations for the electoral victory and urged 
upon you to grant the people of  Nagaland a similar sense 
of  pride and satisfaction by helping reserve the long stand-
ing Naga political issue well before the next General Elec-
tions to the 13th  Nagaland Legislative Assembly for long 
term peace in the state and the region.”

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Coop-
erative Bank (NStCB) Ltd. 
has shifted Tuli branch office 
to the new building at Tuli 
town. Alongside the inaugural 
function of the new building , 
ATM booth was also opened 
on Dec. 8

Chief  guest of  the inau-
gural programme, board of  
director NStCB, M Bendang-
nukshi Longkumer, informed 
that there are 21 branches of  
the bank in the state and it was 
the 6th branch building the 
bank has opportunity to run 
the branch in its own building. 
He appealed the public of Tuli 
town and adjoining areas to 
avail the facilities provided by 
the bank at par with the other 
nationalized and commercial 
banks.

Managing Director Im-
tilemba Longkumer, in his 
keynote address highlighted 
the activities of the bank and 
the different products of  the 

bank.
Prior to the programme, 

Deputy Registrar of  Coop-
erative Societies, Mokokc-
hung Alangla Tonger inaugu-
rated the ATM booth in the 
new branch office building of  
Changtongya branch.

Tonger appealed for coop-
eration from the public with 
the bank officials. Shifting of  
branch office and opening of  
ATM booth would benefit the 
public of  the area, she said 
and encouraged the people to 
avail the facilities that are being 
provided by the bank.

Short speeches were also 
delivered by BOD NStCB M 
Bendangnukshi Longkumer-
and Chairman GB Union 
Chang I Sowa Jamir Tongya. 

The programme was at-
tended by DDM (NARARD) 
Mokokchung , govt. officials, 
ward GBs, Changtongya Town 
Council and Village Council 
chairmen under Changtongya 
sub-division. 

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 8 
(EMN): With the objec-
tive to train and encour-
age students of  Mezoma 
to engage in community 
service and involve in the 

conservation of  the en-
vironment, the National 
Service Scheme (NSS) of  
Sazolie College at Jotso-
ma in Kohima conducted 
a special camp from Dec. 

1 to the 3rd.
21 NSS volunteers and 

two programme officers 
besides the dean of  stu-
dents attended the camp.

During the camp, vol-

unteers participated in a 
cleanliness drive, planted 
trees in and around the 
village and interacted with 
the villagers, it was in-
formed. 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The Na-
galand Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has organised 11 booth-level training 
programmers in Tuensang, Longleng, 
Wokha and Mokokochung district 
from Dec. 11 to the 16th.

On Dec. 16, led by former state 
BJP president, Dr. M Chuba Ao and 
state general secretary, Jaangsillung 
Gongmei, the party conducted a 
training programme at 30 Alongtaki 
mandal with about 230 booth-level 
workers. 

At Tuli the training was conduct-
ed led by Vice President Tasepi Sang-
tam; Secretary K Thong; convener 
for media cell K James Vizo and co-
convener Yanghose. 375 workers 
were trained during the event.

Addressing the party’s workers 
during the event Secretary K Thong 

highlighted the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment’s flagship programmes and 
schemes. 

Referring to the charge that BJP 
was an anti-Christian party, the 
group’s media cell co-convener Yang-
hose claimed it to be ‘only rival’s 
propaganda which is all baseless al-
legations with political ill-motive to 
tarnish the image of  party.’

 He went as far as to claim that 
“if  BJP is anti-Christian party, than 
how comes external Union Minister 
Sushmaji role in rescuing Fr. Tom 
Uzhunnalil, a Christian priest from 
Kerala who was abducted by the ISIS 
in Yemen.” 

Highlighting the ‘vision docu-
ments’ of  the Nagaland BJP, Vice 
President Tasepi Sangtam said that 
if  the party comes to power it will 

give ‘top priority to road connectivity 
in the state by making two lanes in 
all the district headquarters and 50 
senior citizens from Nagaland will be 
selected every year and will be sent to 
visit the Holy Land, Jerusalem.

Also, media cell official K James 
Vizo said during the event that the 
people of  Mokokchung district were 
‘fortunate to be socially, economi-
cally, politically more advanced as 
compared to others.’ He claimed that 
the BJP’s top agenda was to ‘bring 
changes to the state through develop-
ment.’

‘Many parties has come and gone 
but could not deliver the goods to our 
State due to defective system in their 
house,’ he said. “Today in Nagaland, 
development is hardly visible and cor-
ruption is at its peak.” 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The Tuensang District Legal 
Services Authority (TDLSA) 
celebrated advent Christmas 
with Khodi Children’s Home 
on Dec. 3.

Speaking about ‘basic un-
derstanding on issues of  child 
rights,’ Master Trainer the 
NSLSA Cheliam Khiamniun-
gan said: ‘As children are future 
of  the society, it is important to 
value their dignity.’ She high-
lighted their right to life, basic 
means of  existence, nutrition, 
sanitation, hygiene, and diet, 

access to medical services, to 
educate and develop them. 
She informed that childcare 
institutions are duty-bound to 
protect children from all forms 
of  abuse keeping the best inter-
est of  the child. 

The speaker has urged peo-
ple to treat them without dis-
crimination of  any kind, be it 
on family status, the language 
they speak, culture or any form 
of  disabilities.

The children of Khodi treat-
ed the gathering to music and 
drama, it was informed. 
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Parliamentary secretary Dr. Longrineken, commissioner and secretary KD Vizo and others seen at the e-Naga Summit 2017 in 
Kohima on December 18.

People in long queue wait for their turn to get filled LPG cylinder in the state capital Kohima near NSF 
Martyrs’ Park at 6 a.m. on December 18.

Rev. L Kari Longchar (2nd from left) releasing an autobiography of late Rev. Dr. I Ben Wati along 
with family members in Dimapur on December 18.

Kutsapo villagers according traditional welcome to the mortal remains of Sonotso Esan.

NPCC president K Therie addressing the party workers 
at the Pre-Christmas celebration organised by Dimapur 
DCC (I) on December 18.

State
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Cong. vows to defend minor communities

ANSTA demands review of service rulesService providers asked to honour consumer rights

Dr. I Ben Wati’s autobiography released 

Zeliang and Liezietsu tighten grip on NPF 

Kutsapo leader laid to rest after 48 years

Making Nagaland a leader in digital payment 
rethinking and transformational 
shifts in the way we live and go 
about our daily activities.’ 

He called upon all to collabo-
rate and take on the challenge – ‘to 
collaborate with the public, private 
and people sectors to create new 
solutions, new businesses, and 
new wealth.’ He was optimistic 
that such initiative would create 
great interest among the general 
public on the methods of  digital 
payment and help in the accelera-
tion of e-Governance adoption in 
the State.

The participants were also 
urged upon to adapt an attitude 
and mindset that is receptive to 
ICT based administration and ICT 
based delivery of services.

Various officials from the fi-
nancial institutions also observed 
that though the world around is 
going digital, the state is still lag-
ging behind as people still prefer 
‘hard cash’ – the outdated way of  
banking. They also emphasised on 
the need of creating awareness in 
all the corners of the state to make 
people understand the benefits and 
advantages of digital payment and 
services.

The event saw the participa-
tion of financial institutions from 
in and around Kohima, students 
and others. The six-day Digi Dhan 
Mela organised by the department 
on the theme ‘Go cashless, go dig-
ital’ on December 13 culminated 
on December 18 with the e-Naga 
Summit.  

against women, economic depression, failure to 
check corruption in Nagaland and elsewhere are 
exemplary of BJP government’s achievements in 
three and half years,” Therie alleged.

Stating that although all the 60 members are 
on the ruling bench, Therie stated they have no 
peace and happiness as they are divided and aim-
ing at each other. He has particularly deplored 
the activities of Ram Madhav, BJP general sec-
retary, who has come to control the activities of  
the present government.

He has accused BJP of  destroying the 
churches, force reconvert the Christians and 
Muslims in the name of ghar-wapsi. He went to 
the extent of accusing the BJP of stopping for-
eign contributions to mission schools, hospitals 
and other charity works. 

Therie affirmed that Congress party would 
not allow them to discriminate Christians and 
other minor communities. On the contrary, he 
said Congress would continue spreading the 
message of peace and happiness on earth.

Quoting Election Commission of  India 
(ECI), Therie said the former was likely to an-
nounce conduct of election in the State before 
Christmas and complete the process before 
February 25, 2018. He added that there would 
be a new assembly by March 13, 2018 as per the 
Constitution.

In this regard, Therie has urged the party 
workers reaching out to every house with the 
message of  providing God-fearing clean gov-
ernment that is for the welfare of people. “Our 
Manifesto which would be our commitment to 
the people must reach each house, each educated 
person and explain the points that are targeted to 
serve them,” Therie said.

As the people celebrate Christmas, he has 
appealed renewing the faith, belief and trust in 
the Almighty God. He further prayed that the 
joy of the Saviour’s birth usher peace into the 
hearts and homes. 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): Harping on the prin-
ciples of secularism, socialism and democracy of  
the Congress party, president of the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC), K The-
rie said that Congress is the only alternative to 
defend the faith of other minor communities. He 
also cautioned that if India fails to sustain secu-
larism, India would disintegrate to fractions.

Addressing the Pre-Christmas celebration 
organised by the Dimapur District Congress 
Committee (DCCI), on December 18, Therie 
has assured to implement its manifesto in letter 
and spirit with the given opportunity. 

Therie has lashed out at the present situation 
where corruption, intolerance and hate have 
come to dominate the political scenario in the 
State. 

Terming the induction of Rahul Gandhi as 
the president of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) ‘God-sent,’ Therie said there is new hope 
for people believing in secularism. He said Rahul 
has risen above volatile personal attacks, which 
has made him strong and fearless. He was confi-
dent that Rahul Gandhi would not allow politics 
of fear but would provide politics of comfort.

“Religious social divide, hate and crime 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
Al l  Nagaland School 
Teachers’  Association 
(ANSTA), in its executive 
meeting held on December 
15, had outrightly rejected 
the down gradation of  
Graduate Teachers pay 
band from INR 9300 to 
INR 5200.

“The slash down of  
teachers’ salary is an in-
sult and humiliation to 
teaching community since 
salary is the sole sustain-
ing source of  the teach-
ers. It has brought down 
the moral of  teachers to 
the lowest level and will 
have its own bearing in the 
teaching-learning process,” 
stated ANSTA president 
Ponchulo Wanth and the 

general secretary Visato  
Koso in a joint statement.

The Association has 
also expressed strong re-
sentment and disagreement 
with the other provisions 
in the new service rules: 
(a) Encadrement of  Prin-
cipal Director post to IAS 
cadre (b) Reduction of  19 
DEO/Joint Director posts 
to 12 and 253 HM post to 
117 (c) Withdrawal of  HM 
& AHM from composite 
GHSS (d) Classification 
of  SDEO/Assistant Direc-
tor into Junior and Senior 
given different grades (e) 
Discrimination among the 
employees by giving many 
privileges to one group of  
teachers while sidelining 
the other groups.  

While stating that revi-
sion of  service rules/cadres 
review in the department 
had come after a gap of  
many years with the main 
purpose to improve/up-
grade the existing system, 
it however stated that the 
present notification was 
contradictory rather than 
improvising it. The associa-
tion, therefore, urged upon 
the authority to review the 
defective provisions of  the 
rules with immediate effect 
since it would adversely 
affect the employees of  the 
concerned sections if  it is 
implemented in its present 
form. 

In this connection, the 
house apprise the govern-
ment to rectify the discrep-

ancies in the Service Rules 
within a month, failing 
which it warned that the 
association would be left 
with no other option but re-
sort to state wide agitation 
which might even disturbs 
the forthcoming HSLC 
and HSSLC examinations 
scheduled from March 5, 
2018. 

Meanwhile, the Asso-
ciation reminded to all its 
members across the State to 
be mentally, physically pre-
pared for any eventuality 
as another phase of  agita-
tion against the indifferent 
attitude of  government to-
wards teaching community 
is imminent if  the govern-
ment fails to do the needful 
in the appointed time.

queue since 3 a.m. 
NVCO has questioned 

the district administration on 
the plight of the consumers 
and other measures being 
adopted to solve the LPG 
problem. NVCO has urged 
the district administration 
to solve the problem before 
December 24 and present 
as a gift to the consumers to 
celebrate the National Con-

sumer Day. 
NVCO would also be 

marking its seventh year 
of  running Nagaland State 
Consumer Helpline with 
Toll Free: 1800 - 345 - 3701 
on December 24. The Hel-
pline as central project was 
launched on December 24, 
2011, coinciding with the 
National Consumer Day. 

Meanwhile, NVCO has 

requested the courier serv-
ice counters to deliver any 
parcel or letter at the door 
as payment has been made 
at source. It added that fail-
ing to comply with would 
amounts to exploitation of  
consumer rights. NVCO also 
detected deficiencies by the 
service providers run by the 
state department like power/ 
electricity, PHE, etc.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 18 (EMN): While 
‘Digital economy’ is changing the 
way people are doing business 
across the world, it is observed 
that the people of  the state are 
still using outdated method of  
buying and selling. And unless 
this old culture is changed with 
modern digital payment culture, 
our economy will not improve and 
our businessmen will not progress 
beyond the State of Nagaland.

This observation was made by 
KD Vizo, Commissioner and Sec-
retary of IT&C, at the third edition 
of the e-Naga Summit 2017 on the 
theme ‘Making the state of Naga-
land a leader in digital payment’ 
at Capital Convention Centre, 
Kohima, on December 18.

The programme was organised 
by the department of Information 
Technology & Communication 
(IT&C) in collaboration with Na-
tional Payments Corporation of  

India (NPCI).
Digital economy, Vizo said, is 

a term that refers to an economy 
that is based on digital payment 
technologies elsewhere in the 
world. Apart from making trans-
actions and payments easier, Vizo 
said digital methods of payment 
are expected to create even new 
market growth opportunities and 
jobs. 

However noting that digital 
payment mode in the entire North 
eastern region by and large is still 
in its initial stage, he emphasised 
on urgent need to promote dig-
ital payments if any state wants to 
emerge as a modern state. 

He has highlighted on the  
various methods of  digital pay-
ment such as use of Digital Point 
of  Sale (Digital POS), Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), mobile 
wallets, Aadhar Enabled Payment 
system(AEPS), Mobile Point of  
Sale (mPOS), Unstructured Sup-

plementary Service Data (USSD), 
RuPay card etc which are now be-
coming popular as it has become 
very ‘convenient and transparent.’

While digital payment is also 
known to play an important role 
in removal of black money, gen-
eration of revenues, empowerment 
of  citizen, creation of  new jobs 
etc, Vizo maintained that there is 
a need to follow simple things in 
the state as there is a need to re-
duce cash-based transactions and 
promote digital payments to effi-
ciently expel the black economy.

He strongly felt that if  digital 
payment is encouraged in a big 
way, Nagaland can easily emerge 
as a ‘leader in digital payment, be-
comes a modern State, and also a 
model for other States to follow.’ 

Speaking at the inaugural pro-
gramme, Dr. Longrineken, parlia-
mentary secretary, asserted that 
the emergence of new information 
technologies call for ‘fundamental 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The NPF 
legislature party meeting was held on 
December 18 at the State Banquet 
Hall, Kohima, where amongst others, 
the prevailing political situations were 
discussed, according to a press release 
from the chief minister’s office.

“In keeping with the aspiration of  
the Naga people for an early resolution 
to the protracted Naga political issue, 
the NPF legislature party expresses its 
deep sense of appreciation to the party’s 
leadership for the steps taken in bringing 
about understanding and reconciliation 
in the NPF party which was initiated 
to facilitate a united stand in support-

ing the on-going dialogue between the 
NSCN(IM) and the six NNPGs with 
the government of  India for bringing 
about an inclusive, acceptable and an 
honourable solution to the Naga politi-
cal issue.

“It appreciates the decision taken 
for revocation of  all suspension and 
expulsion orders against some of  its 
members and withdrawal of all pending 
cases from the court of Law, the Elec-
tion Commission of India and the office 
of  the Speaker, Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly,” the statement read. 

The legislators ‘reaffirmed confi-
dence and trust in the leadership of Dr. 

Shürhozelie Liezietsu and TR Zeliang’, 
it stated. 

The chief minister’s office also in-
formed about a DAN legislature party 
meeting held on the same day at the 
state banquet hall, Kohima.

Among others, they resolved to call 
for ‘an early solution before election’; 
and work “in unison for successful 
return in the 2018 State Assembly 
Elections under the leadership of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu, Chairman, 
Democratic Alliance of  Nagaland 
and TR Zeliang, as the chief ministe-
rial candidate if  at all election is to be 
conducted”.

project of Sonetso for further 
preservation was carried out 
under the initiative of Kut-
sapo Students’ Union (KSU) 
led by its president Dr. Nuta-
zo Lohe, an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Phek Government 
College. While keeping the 
record of Sonotso’s achieve-
ments and contributions for 

being a visionary leader and 
a pioneer in the field of edu-
cation, the grave exhuma-
tion project was carried out 
in line with the forthcoming 
KSU’s golden jubilee cel-
ebration cum 70th general 
session of Chakhesang Stu-
dents’ Union scheduled in 
January 2018 in Kutsapo 

village. 
With outmost tributes 

and homage paid by the 
community, Sonotso was 
finally put to rest in a gran-
deur manner in his native 
Kutsapo village on Decem-
ber 17 with all necessary 
post exhumation memorial 
rites.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
In commemoration of  the 
week-long observance of  
National Consumer Day 
beginning from Decem-
ber 18 to 24, president 
of  Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO) Kezhokhoto Savi 
has appealed to all service 
providers to honour rights 
of  the consumers. National 
Consumer Day is observed 
on December 24 every year 
in the country. 

As part of  the pro-
gramme, NVCO team vis-
ited LPG counters in Ko-
hima town on December 
18 to ascertain how the 
consumers were treated. 
The team expressed sad-
ness to note that the con-
sumers- mostly mothers 
who were suppose to take 
care of  their children at 
home- were already on the 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): Coincid-
ing with his 97th birth anniversary, an 
autobiography of late Rev. Dr. I Ben 
Wati was released on December 18 
by Rev. L Kari Longchar at the Elim 
Hall of the Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo 
Church (DABA). A simple ceremony 
of  the book release was chaired by 
Rev. Dr. N Tzudir, while friends and 
contemporaries of  late I Ben Wati 
including Rev. O Alem, Rev. Dr. Imo 
Aier, and Rev. Yanglu Imsong shared 
their experiences and association with 
the departed soul. Er. Lanu Toy also 
addressed the gathering on behalf of  
the family.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
In an unprecedented land-
mark history, the communi-
ty of Kutsapo village under 
Phek district finally realised 
their long awaited wish by 
bringing home the mortal re-
mains of Sonetso Esan from 
Darjeeling after 48 years. 

Late Sonetso, a Pre-
University Arts student of  
St. Joseph College, Darjeel-
ing, died in an unfortunate 
accident on October 18, 
1969, while pursuing his 
studies and was buried at 
Bhanu Gram Protestant 
Cemetery in Darjeeling. 
Sonetso, the youngest son 
of  Kuhuso Vadeo, was the 
first matriculate from Kut-
sapo who was also the first 
designated students’ union 
president. 

The grave exhumation 
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Guwahati, Dec. 18 (PTI): Assam’s 
civilisation has thrived on the banks 
of  rivers Brahmaputra and Barak 
and saving them is a priority of the 
state government, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal said today.

Sonowal was speaking at 
the signing of  Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) between 
Environment and Forest Department 
of Assam and Isha Foundation for 
rejuvenation and conservation of  
rivers.

‘These rivers are the lifelines 
of  our state and they have been 
sustaining our economy and culture 
since ages. We have taken initiatives 
to turn these rivers into valuable 
resources by managing their waters 
effectively,” he said.

Isha Foundation founder 
S a d h g u r u  Ja g g i  Va s u d ev ’s 
nationwide ‘Rally for Rivers’ 
campaign is an initiative for 
revitalising India’s rivers.

Assam is the sixth state to sign 

the MoU with Isha Foundation.
The state government-organised 

Namami Brahmaputra and Namami 
Barak festivals were initiatives to 
revitalise these rivers and explore 
their potential to become major 
water navigation routes, Sonowal 
said.

He hoped the state government’s 
collaboration with Isha Foundation 
would help in mitigating perennial 
floods in the state.

The state government is also 

working on forging trade links 
with neighbouring Bangladesh 
via Brahmaputra waterways and 
exploring possibilities of  planting 
bamboo trees along the expressway 
to be built on both sides of  River 
Brahmaputra. 

Union Minister of  State for 
Railways Rajen Gohain, and 
Environment and Forest Minister 
Pramila Rani Brahma along with 
senior officials were present on the 
occasion.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec.18 (EMN): The 
Karbi Students’ Association 
( K S A )  h a s  s t r o n g l y 
opposed the special TET 
(Teacher Eligibility Test) 
examinations scheduled 
to be held on Dec. 24 at 
Nagoan. 

I n  a  s h o w  o f  i t s 
resentment, the student body 
burnt the effigy of  Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) chief  
executive member (CEM) 
Tuliram Roughing in front 
of  their office along the 
Diphu-Lumding road on 
Dec. 18 Mon

Ta l k i n g  t o  m e d i a 
persons, the president of the 
students Simeon Rongphar 
sa id  tha t  conduc t ing 
special TET examinations 
by  the  BJP- l ed  s ta t e 
government was nothing 
but ‘detrimental’ and that it 
curtailed the power of  the 
Sixth Schedule of the Indian 
constitution. He demanded 
that a special TET should be 
conducted by the authority 
of  the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council as was 
done during other years and 
not by the state government. 
‘In this regard we have 
submitted various number 

of memoranda to the state 
and KAAC government 
too,’ he said. 

Simeon Rongphar said 
also that the Sixth Schedule 
(3) 3 (A) (D) clearly mention 
the power of  the council, 
that a council can make 
laws and rules. He referred 
to the memorandum of  
1996 that executive power 
had been given to the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
council, Rongphar strongly 
condemned the state led BJP 
government for imposing 
TET in Karbi Anglong 
district which is the Sixth 
Schedule area.

Guwahati, Dec. 18 (PTI): Assam Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today said 
the BJP’s win in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh proved that people have faith on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership 
and the Centre’s policies.

Sonowal congratulated Modi, BJP 
president Amit Shah and party workers at 
all levels in both the states for ensuring the 
victory.

“Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh results 
have proved that the people of the country 

are happy and feeling secured in Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership,” he 
said in a statement here.

The prime minister instills a sense of  
security among all sections of  the people 
and he has ushered in a new mantra of equal 
development which becomes evident from 
people’s acceptability of his policies, he said. 

Sonowal who heads a BJP led 
government in the state also expressed 
confidence that India will lead the world 
under the leadership of Modi.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The 11th Assam Rifles of the 
26th sector Assam Rifles under the aegis of IGAR (south) 
organised an interaction programme with village elders at the 
border village of Chongjang on Dec. 17. 

A press release from the authorities mentioned that a total 
of 30 villagers participated including 7 males, 8 women and 
15 children. The team of 11 Assam Rifles discussed future 
development projects for the village including necessary 
repair works of water supply line and construction/repair 
of  other necessary infrastructure with the villagers and 
also imparted awareness about the various schemes run by 
government for their welfare. 

The villagers appreciated the efforts of  Assam Rifles 
personnel in addressing issues related to their welfare and 
unanimously pledged to contest against all social menace and 
ensure peace and prosperity, stated the release.

Drugs seized in Manipur
Troops of the 12th Assam Rifles recovered 4690 WY (World 
is Yours) tablets worth INR 23.45 lac, according to Assam 
Rifles sources. 

“On Dec. 17, based on specific information at around 
12:45 pm, one Maruti Eeco Van suspiciously travelling from 
Moreh to Imphal was stopped for checking at Permentn 
vehicle check post at Khudengthabi (along Imphal-Moreh 
highway),”stated PRO Assam Rifles (South) in a press 
release. “During checking, the vehicle was found in 
possession of  4690 numbers of  WY tablets, which were 
hidden inside the rear bumper of the vehicle.” The items 
and the apprehended person has been handed over to Moreh 
Police Station, it was informed. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
To spread the message to 
the public to take issues of  
sanitation and cleanliness 
seriously, the District Press 
Club of  Karbi Anglong 
(DPCKA) and other social 
and students organisations 
jointly organised cleanliness 
drives in Diphu Market 
town areas on Dec. 18 Mon. 
morning.

The journalists and 
students organisations 
came together as one and 
undertook cleanliness drive 

along the main M. G road 
in Diphu market because 
of  the strike called by the 
Diphu town Committee 
sweepers since one week.

The Diphu town market 
remained littered with bins 
along the road hampering 
the commuters. During 
the cleanliness drive, Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
C o u n c i l  ( K A A C ) ,  
Executive Member, Ratan 
Teron in charge Town and 
Country Planning also 
attended.

While talking to media 

persons the executive 
member expressed his 
dismay over the ongoing 
strike called by the Diphu 
town committee sweepers 
section. 

The town committee 
is an autonomous body, 
there is not connection with 
the council so all the town 
committee affairs have to be 
looked by themselves. 

The organisations who 
took part in the cleanliness 
drive were KSYC, KYO, 
LYDC, ULDC, KSYA and 
UKSA.

Haflong (Assam), Dec. 18 (PTI): 
Employees of  the North Cachar 
Hills Autonomous Council 
(NCHAC), who have not received 
salaries since November 2016, 
have auctioned household goods 
to make ends meet, it has been 
informed.

Items such as televisions, 
motorbikes, scooters, utensils, 
chairs, tables and stoves were 
auctioned for raising money to pay 

medical bills and school fees, and 
to buy essential items, NCHAC 
Employees Union (NCHACEU) 
vice-president Joyraj Thaosen 
has said.

“We managed to raise Rs 
25,000 from the auction. The 
people are sympathetic to us and 
many of them donated money.

R s  2 0 , 0 0 0  c a m e  f r o m 
donation,” NCHACEU secretary 
Hoineikim Changsan said.

Of  the 2,270 people going 
without salary for over a year, 
around 200 held the auction 
near the Cultural Institute Hall 
at Haflong, the headquarters of  
Dima Hasao district, on Saturday.

T h e  N C H AC  c o n t r o l s 
almost all the departments in 
the Dima Hasao district with 
executive power except general 
administration, police, treasury, 
election and judiciary.

It  could not  pay salary 
to employees in its role since 
N ove m b e r  2 0 1 6 ,  b e c a u s e 
previous governments allegedly 
hired unnecessarily large number 
of  employees, NCHAC Chief  
Executive Member Debolal 
Garlosa had said earlier.

Garlosa said the hill council 
does not earn a lot to pay these 
employees but he will make efforts 
to release their salaries as soon as 

possible.
NCHACEU information 

secretary Bonil Joharisaid said 
the affected people are ‘Normal 
Sector’ employees, who are 
recruited by departmental heads 
and not by the government, and 
their salaries are paid from the 
revenue earned by the NCHAC.

The employees have been 
agitating for long, demanding 
salary but without success.

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The Zeliangrong 
Youth Front (ZYF) and the Zeliangrong 
Students Union (ZSU) have denounced the 
5th unit of the J&K Light Infantry Regiment 
posted at Patsoi in Imphal allegedly for 
arresting a civilian.

The civilian was identified as one 
Thainingam Gonmei alias Angam, aged 
about 27 years, and understood to have been 
arrested from Phailong (Bhalok) village of  
Tamenglong district in Manipur on Dec. 16 
at around 2:30 pm from Patsoi area. 

A joint statement issued by the ZYF 
and the ZSU mentioned that Thainingam 
Gonmei was a resident of  Reangdailong 
(Sadu Khoiroi) in Churachandpur district. 
He is said to have once worked as a cook for 
the 32nd Bn. Of the CRPF posted at Loktak 
Project. However, he had to quit the job and 
worked as a daily wage earner to feed his 
family of two children and his wife, it was 
informed.

The press release mentioned further that 
on the fateful day he is said to have left the 
village for Imphal along with his uncle who 
came from Tamenglong to drop his two 
children who are seven years and four years 
old and also his nephew aged about five 
years (who is the son of his elder brother) for 
Tamenglong for the Christmas celebration 
together with his parents at his native village. 

But the vehicle Tata Sumo bound for 
Tamenglong in which they were travelling 
was frisked near Patsoi Police Station, 
Imphal thereby he was taken away by the 

J&KLI Regiment without giving any reason 
to his uncle leaving behind his two minor 
children, stated the release.

The J&KLI Regiment tortured him with 
third degree method including electric shock 
and is said to have poured cold water on 
his head and face etc. as if he is a dreaded 
terrorist without first establishing the veracity 
of  facts, his antecedent and his identity is 
strongly condemned, added the release. 

Further, the note mentions that he was 
handed over to Patsoi police station after 
severe torture and presently lodged in the 
said police station after levelling with baseless 
and fabricated charges by the army including 
member of underground organisation.

The army who are suppose to be the 
guardian and the security for the innocent 
civilian and the citizens of  the land 
committed such unlawful activities including 
inhuman torture to an innocent and harmless 
civilian just to show their presence felt also 
with an objective to earn popularity for easy 
promotion in their service career is strongly 
condemnable by every right thinking people 
in the interest of justice, added the release. 

There is no logical ground and reason 
to further detain Thainingam Gonmei in 
the police custody therefore he should be 
released immediately without any condition, 
failing on which the said organisations 
mentioned that it would resort to launching 
of democratic agitation in order to secure 
the right of the innocent citizen and for the 
ends of justice.    

Itanagar, Dec. 18 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
Public Service Commission 
(APPSC) has decided to 
re-conduct the combined 
competitive preliminary 
exams following protests 
over anomalies in question 
papers of  the optional 
subjects, an official release 
said.

The exam, conducted 
la s t  month ,  ran  in to 
controversy after candidates 
accused the commission 
of  providing erroneous 
question papers and setting 
questions from a Pakistan-
based website.The release, 
however, did not mention 
the new date for the exam.

The candidates even 
staged a dharna in front of  
the Commission s office, 
demanding re-conduct of the 
exam.Their other demands 
included disciplinary action 
against the Controller of  
Examinations, setting up 
of  an enquiry committee 
headed by a retired High 
Court judge or a sitting 
Session judge.

Meanwhile, the Peoples’ 
P a r t y  o f  A r u n a c h a l 
(PPA) on Monday in 

a memorandum to the 
Commission s chairman, 
asked him to immediately 
adopt the Union Public 
Service Commission pattern 
of  conducting the civil 
services exam in the state.

The party suggested the 
APPSC to do away with 
the outdated system of  
conducting the preliminary 
exam where the candidates 
appear  with di f ferent 
optional subjects.

Instead, the UPSC 
pattern of  a civil services 
aptitude test and a general 
studies paper mandatory for 
all the candidates irrespective 
of  their different academic 
backgrounds should be 
introduced from the next 
exam,” the party said.

This change is most 
essential to give a fresh 
image to the APPSC, the 
PPA observed.

Appropriate action 
should also be initiated 
against all those who were 
responsible in entrusting 
the task to such agencies 
that has been found to be 
totally ‘incompetent and 
non-professionals, the party 
added.

Mirror Crossword 1684sud0ku 1523
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1683

ACROSS
1. Stairs
6. Leer
10. Ensnare
14. Fortune telling cards
15. Winnie the ____
16. Decline
17. Delete
18. Shortened
19. Concept
20. Loafers
22. Specific antibodies
24. Person (abbrev.)
25. Dark brown to black mica
26. Evergreen Australasian tree
29. Baseball great Connie ____
30. City in Yemen
31. Suffocating
37. 60s song “Walk Away _____”
39. International Telephone & Telegraph
40. Embankment
41. Sooty or smoky
44. Aquatic fish-eating mammal
45. Coarse hard sandstone
46. Robberies
48. High pitched screams
52. Oceans
53. Dogs
54. Mixture of amylases
58. Hotels
59. African antelopes
61. Certain deciduous trees such as the 

linden
62. Repetition
63. Long hair on a horse or lion
64. Roy Roger’s wife, Dale _____
65. Former (archaic)
66. Visual organs
67. German for “Set”, “Queue” or 

“Array” 
DOWN
1. A mixture of meat, vegetables and 

stock
2. Figure skater ____ Lipinksy

3. Long periods of time
4. Delayed
5. Metric units of volume
6. Semi-precious gems
7. Small lumps of stuff
8. Toss
9. German bacteriologist (Nobel 

Prize 1908) Paul _______
10. Entwine or interweave
11. Half-diameters
12. Concerning (archaic) 13. Pea 

(archaic)
21. Earned Run Averages

23. Bumpkin
25. Masses of cotton fibers
26. The Red Planet
27. Previously mentioned
28. List of choices
29. Polyphonic musical 

composition based on 
sacred texts

32. Ultra-short length skirts
33. Capable of resistance
34. Singer/actor Burl ____
35. Tidy
36. Colloids

38. Goaded 42. Annoying
43. The Mets play here
47. Christ’s resurrection
48. County in England
49. Esteem or respect
50. Undersized animals
51. Something inserted
52. Half-dozens
54. Unit of force
55. Jai ____, sport
56. Hyperbolic sine
57. Lessen
60. Beam of radiation

solutions to suD0ku 1522

Assam signs Mou with Isha 
Foundation to rejuvenate its rivers

KSA burns effigies of KAAC chief

BJP win in Gujarat, HP proves 
people’s faith on Modi— Sonowal

AR organises ‘interaction’ 
at Chongjang village

KA press club, others cleans Diphu market 

Unpaid for a year, council staff auction off used goods

Manipur organisations 
condemn abduction of civilian

APPSC to conduct combined 
prelims again after complaint
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LPG now is only available at market price. Beneficiaries get subsidy for 
one cylinder in advance and are replenished the moment they use it 
up to buying LPG refill.  

India among first markets in 
Toyota’s global EV launch plans

Apple hikes iPhone prices in 
India post-customs duty hike

I-T dept unearths undisclosed 
income of Rs 7,961 cr

BSE telecom index edges 
higher; Airtel, HFCL top gainers

Blockchain adds Bitcoin Cash 
to its wallet for Indian users

Oil companies ask Airtel to 
revert LPG subsidy payments Tokyo/New Delhi, Dec. 18 (PTI): Japa-

nese auto major Toyota on Monday said it 
will launch more than ten battery electric 
vehicles by early 2020s starting in China, 
with India to be among the first markets 
along with the US and Europe besides its 
home turf.

The company said it aims to sell more 
than 5.5 million electrified vehicles, in-
cluding more than 1 million zero- emis-
sion vehicles - battery electric vehicles 
(BEVs), and fuel cell electric vehicles 
(FCEVs) by around 2030.

Announcing its 2020-2030 plans for 
popularisation of  electrified vehicles, 
Toyota Motor Corp said its strategy cen-
tres on a significant acceleration in the 
development and launch plans of  hybrid 
electric vehicles (HEVs), plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles (PHEVs), BEVs and 
FCEVs.

The electrification will be across the 
entire Toyota and Lexus line-ups, it add-
ed. “Toyota will accelerate the populari-
sation of  BEVs with more than 10 BEV 
models to be available worldwide by the 
early 2020s, starting in China, before en-
tering other markets - the gradual intro-
duction to Japan, India, the United States 
and Europe is expected,” the company 
said in a statement.

The FCEV line-up will be expanded 
for both passenger and commercial vehi-
cles in the 2020s, it added.

The company further said by around 

2025, every model in the Toyota and 
Lexus line-ups around the world will be 
available either as a dedicated electrified 
model or have an electrified option.

“This will be achieved by increasing 
the number of  dedicated HEV, PHEV, 
BEV, and FCEV models and by generalis-
ing the availability of  HEV, PHEV and/or 
BEV options to all its models,” it added.

Subsequently, no models will be de-
veloped without an electrified version, it 
said.

Toyota has already announced plans 
for cooperation with compatriot Suzuki 
Motor Corporation to introduce electric 
vehicles (EVs) in India by 2020.

The partners had said they also in-
tended to conduct a comprehensive study 
of  activities for widespread acceptance 
and popular use of  EVs in India.

Suzuki has also announced that it 
would construct a lithium-ion battery 
plant along with its partners in Gujarat, 
where it operates a manufacturing plant 
supplying automobiles exclusively to its 
Indian arm Maruti Suzuki.

The announcement by the two com-
panies came at a time when the Indian 
government is pushing for electric vehi-
cles, setting a target of  an all electric fleet 
by 2030.

Toyota said it has been actively devel-
oping next- generation solid-state batter-
ies and aims to commercialise the tech-
nology by the early 2020s.

New Delhi, Dec. 18 (PTI): 
The Income-Tax Depart-
ment has unearthed undis-
closed income of Rs 7,961 
crore post demonetisation, 
from November last year to 
March, Parliament was in-
formed today.

In a written reply to 
the Lok Sabha, Minister 
of State for Finance Pon 
Radhakrishnan said the 
department, during this pe-

riod, conducted searches on 
around 900 groups, wherein 
assets worth over Rs 900 
crore were seized and undis-
closed income of Rs 7,961 
crore was admitted.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on November 8, 
2016 had announced de-
monetisation of Rs 1,000 
and Rs 500 notes in a major 
assault on black money, fake 
currency and corruption.

The minister further said 
that as per the data available 
to NCRB (National Crime 
Record Bureau), after can-
cellation of Legal Character 
of Specified Bank Notes, an 
amount of Rs 18.70 crore 
FICNs (Fake Indian Curren-
cy Notes) have been seized 
by State Police till Novem-
ber 30, 2017 as against Rs 
15.70 crore seized the year-
ago period.

GSTN allows option 
for monthly, quarterly 
filing of GSTR 1

 
New Delhi, Dec. 18 
(IANS): The Goods and 
Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) has introduced a 
new function on its por-
tal to allow taxpayers to 
choose the frequency of  
filing the GSTR 1 form 
summarising an assessee’s 
sales on a quarterly or 
monthly basis, the IT serv-
ices provider announced 
on Monday.

This facility, insti-
tuted as per a decision of  
the GST Council, allows 
the taxpayer the option 
to choose the periodicity 
while filing form GSTR 1 
for the relevant return, the 
GSTN said in a release.

Taxpayers with annual 
aggregate turnover up to 
Rs 1.5 crore in the previ-
ous fiscal, or anticipated in 
the current financial year, 
can avail the option of  fil-
ing quarterly returns.

Taxpayers who opt for 
quarterly filing will have 
to select the last month of  
the quarter from the drop 
down menu, the statement 
said. 

Taxpayers who opt for 
monthly filing can now file 
GSTR 1 from August on-
wards till November, the 
statement said. 

Under the rules of  the 
new indirect tax regime 
that came into force from 
July 1, it is mandatory to 
file the return for the previ-
ous month.

Aadhaar, PAN to be 
linked to insurance 
policies by Mar 31, 
2018

 
Chennai, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
India’s insurance regula-
tor on Monday extended 
the time to link Aadhaar 
number to insurance poli-
cies till March 31, 2018.

In a circular issued 
on Monday to all the life, 
non-life (including stan-
dalone health insurers) the 
Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority 
of  India (Irdai) said the 
date of  submission of  the 
Aadhaar Number and Per-
manent Account Number 
or Form 60 by clients to 
reporting entity is March 
31, 2018.

The Irdai cited the cen-
tral government’s gazette 
notification on December 
13, relating to Prevention 
of  Money-Laundering 
(Maintenance of  Records) 
(Seventh Amendment) 
Rules, 2017.

On November 8, the 
Irdai had directed the in-
surers to link Aadhaar and 
Pan Card numbers with 
insurance policies.

“These rules have stat-
utory force and, as such, 
life and general insurers 
(including standalone 
health insurers) have to 
implement them without 
awaiting further instruc-
tions,” the Irdai had said 
in a statement.

New Delhi, Dec. 18 
(IANS): After the govern-
ment hiked customs duty 
from 10 per cent to 15 
per cent for mobile hand-
sets last week, Apple on 
Monday became the first 
smartphone manufacturer 
to raise prices (on MRP) 
across iPhone models, ex-
cept iPhone SE that the 
company assembles in 
Bengaluru.

“As expected, Apple 
has increased the iPhone 
prices. The interesting 
thing now is to see how 
the Indian Apple commu-
nity react to this,” Tarun 
Pathak, Associate Direc-
tor, Mobile Devices and 
Ecosystems, Counterpoint 
Research, told IANS.

“This is also an indi-
cation that Apple needs 
to look seriously as far as 
manufacturing in India is 
concerned,” Pathak add-
ed.

Authorised Apple re-
sellers in the capital also 

confirmed that the price 
hike is now in place.

iPhone X lovers will 
have to shell out Rs 92,430 
for the 64GB variant, 
which was earlier available 
for Rs 89,000.

The 256GB variant 
will now cost Rs 1,05,720 
from the earlier price of  Rs 
1,02,000.

The iPhone 8 will now 
be available for Rs 66,120 
(64GB variant) and Rs 
79,420 for the 256GB vari-
ant. The iPhone 8 Plus will 
cost Rs 75,450 for 64GB 
variant and Rs 88,750 for 
the 256GB variant.

An Apple official had 
told IANS last week that 
the government’s decision 
to hike the customs duty is 
a statutory industry-wise 
hike.

Industry analysts had 
said that Apple had two 
choices after the customs 
duty hike -- either to in-
crease the prices or start 
assembling more in the 

Mumbai, Dec. 18 (IANS): The 
S&P BSE telecom index zoomed 
higher on Monday -- after taking 
a plunge of over 3 per cent dur-
ing opening trade -- driven by 
telecom stocks like Bharti Airtel 
and manufacturers of telecom-
munication equipment and op-
tical fibre cables like Himachal 
Futuristic Communications 
(HFCL).

The telecom index took to an 
upward rally as counting trends 
indicated a victory for the BJP in 
both the Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections.

At 1.15 p.m., the index rose 
by 1.53 per cent, riding on the 
certainty that the ruling BJP was 
set to retain power in Gujarat. In 
Himachal Pradesh, the BJP was 
set to wrest power from the Con-
gress.

Stocks of Bharti Airtel, Re-
liance Communications and 
Idea Cellular -- which initially 
plunged almost 6 per cent follow-
ing an early beating taken by the 
key BSE Sensex index -- traded 
higher during the mid-afternoon 
session.

Telecom giant Bharti Airtel, 

which dipped to a low of Rs 485 
per share -- down 6.54 per cent 
from its previous close -- during 
initial trade, rose by 1.96 per cent 
to trade at Rs 529 per scrip.

Other telecom players which 
showed an upward trend were 
Idea Cellular (up 1.70 per cent 
at Rs 95.55 per share), Reliance 
Communications (up 0.17 per 
cent at Rs 11.8), and Tata Com-
munications (up 0.14 per cent at 
Rs 688.45). 

Manufacturers of telecom-
munication equipment and op-
tical fibre cables like HFCL and 
Vindhya Telelinks traded on a 
bullish note on the BSE market 
breadth.

HFCL traded higher by 2.28 
per cent at Rs 29.10, while Vind-
hya Telelinks edged higher by 
1.80 per cent to Rs 1,340.

Around the same time, the 
barometer 30-scrip Sensitive In-
dex (Sensex) of the BSE traded 
at 33,670.57 points -- up 207.60 
points or 0.62 per cent, while the 
wider Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) traded 
higher by 71.35 points or 0.69 
per cent at 10,404.60 points.

Dell launches ‘XPS 13’ 
laptop in India at  
Rs 84,590

 
New Delhi, Dec. 18 
(IANS): Dell in India on 
Monday launched a new 
laptop “XPS 13” in the 
country, starting at Rs 
84,590. The 13.3-inch lap-
top is powered by Intel 8th 
generation core proces-
sors.

The device sports ‘In-
finityEdge’ touch display 
that maximises screen 
space by squeezing a 13.3-
inch display in an 11-inch 
form, the company said in 
a statement.

The laptop is embed-
ded with IPS wide-viewing 
angles that allows users to 
enjoy 170-degree views on 
a bright, 400-nit screen.

“The XPS leads our ul-
trabook portfolio, passing 
on the legacy to more in-
novations, soon to come,” 
said Alen Joe Jose, Prod-
uct Marketing Director, 
Consumer and Small Busi-
ness, Dell, India.

The device is 5.2 mm 
thin and weighs 1.22kg. 
The Dell XPS 13 has Corn-
ing Gorilla Glass NBT for 
better durability. 

It also features a new 
‘Thunderbolt 3’ port, 
which is the newest gen-
eration of  Type-C connec-
tivity, enabling up to 8x 
the transfer speeds of  USB 
3.0 at up to 40Gbps and is 
twice as fast as ‘Thunder-
bolt 2’.

New Delhi, Dec. 18 (IANS): Digital wallet for 
cryptocurrencies Blockchain on Monday an-
nounced the introduction of  Bitcoin Cash to its 
popular consumer wallet.

Customers who had bitcoin in their Block-
chain wallets prior to August 1 will automati-
cally see an equal amount of  Bitcoin Cash re-
flected in their accounts, the company said. 

New users can get started with Bitcoin Cash 
by simply trading bitcoin or ether for Bitcoin 
Cash using the exchange integration. 

“We are thrilled to fully support Bitcoin 
Cash through our wallet and will continue to 
find ways to make interacting with digital assets 
even easier across all of  India,” Nic Cary, Presi-
dent of  Blockchain, said in a statement. 

Limited support for Bitcoin Cash has been 
available since October, but customers will now 
have access to a full suite of  options and func-
tionality. 

Customers can easily toggle between bitcoin, 
ether and Bitcoin Cash to send and exchange 
funds, safely manage balances and monitor 
market prices all from one central place. 

With the addition of  Bitcoin Cash, Block-
chain is now the largest digital wallet provider 
for bitcoin, ether and Bitcoin Cash with over 20 
million users, the company claimed. 

The price of  bitcoin rose over 10 per cent to 
1.99 million yen ($17,594) this month, coincid-
ing with its futures debut on a major US stock 
exchange.

the subsidy to the custom-
ers’ earlier bank account or 
transfer them same to the 
oil companies. 

In a statement, HPCL 
said oil marketing compa-
nies and the oil ministry 
have been getting a large 
number of  complaints 
from LPG consumers on 
not receiving LPG subsidy 
amounts into their earlier 
bank accounts for the past 
few weeks. 

“In many cases across 
the three oil marketing 
companies (Indian OilBSE 
-0.94 % Corp, Bharat Petro-
leum Corp Ltd and HPCL) 
where the Aadhaar linking 
of  LPG consumers has 
got changed in the NPCI 
mapper to Airtel Payments 
Bank and hence the LPG 

subsidy is getting sent to 
the new bank account in 
the Airtel Payments Bank,” 
it said. 

National Payments Cor-
poration of  India (NPCI) is 
an umbrella organisation 
for all retail payments in 
India. 

“HPCL has written to 
Airtel Bank and requested 
that the subsidy amounts 
of  these consumers be im-
mediately either transferred 
back to the customer’s ear-
lier bank account or to the 
respective OMC’s,” the 
statement said. 

Over Rs 167.7 crore 
LPG subsidy of  37.21 lakh 
LPG consumers has so far 
been deposited in Airtel 
Payments Bank accounts. 

National biometric ID 

issuing authority UIDAI 
had on Saturday temporar-
ily barred Airtel from using 
Aadhaar to authenticate 
mobile phone connections 
and opening new payment 
bank accounts. 

In order to check di-
versions, the government 
pays subsidy equivalent to 
buying 12 LPG cylinders 
of  14.2 kg each in a year, 
directly into the bank ac-
counts of  beneficiaries. 

Unlike in the past, LPG 
now is only available at 
market price. Beneficiaries 
get subsidy for one cylinder 
in advance and are replen-
ished the moment they use 
it up to buying LPG refill. 

According to senior 
government official, of  
the Rs 167.72 crore, Rs 
88.18 crore of  subsidy was 
transferred of  17.32 lakh 
consumers enrolled with 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC). 

Just over Rs 40 crore 
subsidy belonged to 10.06 
lakh consumers enrolled 
with HPCL and Rs 39.46 
crore to 9.8 lakh consumers 
of  Bharat Petroleum Corp 
Ltd (BPCL). 

The UIDAI, in an in-
terim order late last week, 
suspended the eKYC li-
cence key of  both Airtel 
Payments Bank and Airtel, 
which has 285 million sub-
scribers. 

New Delhi, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Days after UIDAI action 
against Bharti AirtelBSE 
1.39 %, state-owned oil 
companies have started 
writing to the Sunil Mittal-
led firm, asking it to trans-
fer back the LPG subsidy 
that was credited to its pay-
ments bank accounts. 

The country’s largest 
mobile operator has been 
accused of  opening ‘Pay-
ments Bank’ account of  its 
subscribers without seeking 
their “informed consent”. 

Bharti AirtelBSE 1.39 
%, which also operates this 
new category of  banks, has 
been allegedly using Aad-
haar numbers of  mobile 
subscribers to open their 
accounts, which led the 
subsidy to flow to the latest 
bank account linked to the 
biometric ID. 

The subsidy that gov-
ernment pays to households 
for buying the cooking gas 
has got credited to these 
payments bank accounts, 
leading to inconvenience 
to users many of  whom did 
not know that their entitle-
ment was not coming to 
their regular bank account 
but going an account which 
they had not applied for. 

Taking a lead, Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corp 
Ltd (HPCL) has written 
to Airtel asking it to revert 

country.
The Cupertino-based 

iPhone maker is also seek-
ing tax relief  and other 
incentives from the gov-
ernment to begin assem-
bling more handsets in the 
country.

Apple is currently as-
sembling the iPhone SE 
model at its Bengaluru 
facility with Wistron Cor-

poration, its Taiwanese 
manufacturing partner.

According to Pathak, 
domestic and some China-
based manufacturers will 
not be affected as much as 
most of  them are assem-
bling a lot in the country, 
including the South Ko-
rean giant Samsung, and 
they just need to rev up 
their assembly lines.
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Tribal equations

In the recent cabinet rejig, Chief Minister TR Zeliang removed 
six ministers from his ministry that was formed in July 2017. 
He later inducted seven Cabinet Ministers, as a part of imple-

menting the reconciliation pact with his former rivals led by the 
ruling NPF party president. However in the latest reshuffle, some 
districts were left out from being allotted a cabinet berth to their 
representatives. It is an unprecedented move for a state which till 
the 91st Amendment to the Constitution, that limited the size of 
the council of ministers, was known for its jumbo cabinet, usually  
to maintain balance among the tribes. 

After the 91st amendment came into effect in 2004, it has be-
come a  constant headache for the successive chief ministers. 
Cabinet and portfolios has to be allotted to almost all the ruling 
party and coalition legislators. It is usually done on the basis of  
seniority in the party, capability, coalition balance and represen-
tation from the districts and tribe. In a worst case scenario like 
the present tenure where the ruling party enjoys absolute major-
ity but divided into many factions, the leaders among the groups 
with followers also have precedence over their other colleagues. 

Therefore, the present tenure was dogged by revolt within the 
party that started immediately after it came to power in 2013 , all 
because of want for portfolios of choice. The workaround of ap-
pointing parliamentary secretaries with different portfolios by 
the chief minister also was not effective. Consequently the central 
headquarters of the NPF party office was vandalised and the chief 
minister’s residence was also surrounded by supporters. Whether 
it was related or not could not be confirmed but a party office was 
also burnt down in Dimapur in a suspected case of arson. Similar 
scenarios have  been continuing since then in the other districts 
too with some directly attributable to portfolio allotment and 
some on other pretexts. 

With regard to the present case, it is not necessarily the sup-
porters but it has already attracted the attention of an apex tribe 
organisation of a particular district. Out of 4 legislators from the 
district, Wokha  has no representative in the cabinet as two were 
dropped to accommodate the group that the chief minister rec-
onciled with. Another major district, Kohima , where the state 
capital is situated also has no representatives with cabinet berth. 
The move undoubtedly seems strategic with the coming elections 
in mind as the districts or tribes with higher number of assembly 
constituencies were given more berths. The wisdom of the chief 
minister is yet to be tested, however the government has finally 
entered uncharted territory this time. Moreover, with the posts of 
parliamentary secretaries destined to be removed according to 
the Supreme Court ruling, uncertainty persists on the way govern-
ment formation of the state will be done in the future. For Naga-
land, although the case pending in the courts at present, the out-
come will be on similar lines with the other judgments. 

The many years of tribal representation, which although might 
not have been the most successful for governance is being tested 
at present. The many decades were in a way spent not for good 
governance but to appease the clans or tribes and rather to bring 
control. A very basic question also arises on the way how our pio-
neers envisioned the state to be. It obviously is in right direction 
according to the law but whether are people of the state are  ready 
for it will be tested. 

Christmas is about God taking extreme measures to 
reclaim those who were lost.

A few years ago, a friend of mine lost track of her young son while 
walking through a swarm of people at Union Station in Chicago. 
Needless to say, it was a terrifying experience. Frantically, she yelled 

his name and ran back up the escalator, retracing her steps in an effort to 
find her little boy. The minutes of separation seemed like hours, until sud-
denly—thankfully—her son emerged from the crowd and ran to the safety 
of her arms.

Thinking of my friend who would have done anything to find her child 
fills me with a renewed sense of gratitude for the amazing work God did to 
save us. From the time God’s first image-bearers—Adam and Eve—wan-
dered off in sin, He lamented the loss of fellowship with His people. He 
went to great lengths to restore the relationship by sending His one and 
only Son “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). Without the birth of 
Jesus, and without His willingness to die to pay the price for our sin and to 
bring us to God, we would have nothing to celebrate at Christmastime. 

So this Christmas, let’s be thankful that God took extreme measures by 
sending Jesus to reclaim our fellowship with Him. Although we once were 
lost, because of Jesus we have been found!

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 19:1–10
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10

DAILY
PATH

T
he BJP just scraped through to vic-
tory in Gujarat, helped largely by the 
extensive campaign of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in his home state, but 
the party’s lowest tally in the last 22 

years can be seen as a warning bell ahead of  cru-
cial state battles in 2018 and the next Lok Sabha 
election in 2019.

The results in Gujarat reflect some dissatisfac-
tion with the policies of  the party government at 
the state and the Centre, especially demonetisation 
and the implementation of  the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST). 

The victories in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh will help the BJP retain the electoral mo-
mentum ahead of  the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, 
though the outcome in the western state has also 
given the Congress a fresh hope of  taking on BJP 
in the coming battles.

The BJP’s tally in Gujarat was nowhere near its 
stated claim of getting 150 seats in the 182-mem-
ber assembly and the party could barely stop a 
resurgent Congress, which had stitched a broad 
social coalition by getting the backing of  young 
leaders Hardik Patel, Jignesh Mewani and Alpesh 
Thakore. 

Though the BJP’s tally went down the party 
took comfort in the 1.25 per cent increase in its 
vote share compared to 2012 polls. But in terms 
of  the party’s vote in 2014, when it swept the state 
claiming all the 26 Lok Sabha seats and got 60.11 
per cent, the vote share has come down consid-
erably. The 2014 poll performance had equalled 
the BJP taking the lead in over 165 assembly seg-
ments.

The Congress efforts in Gujarat have yielded 
the party its highest seat tally in the last 27 years 
and its highest vote share. The party polled 41.4 
per cent votes, which is 2.47 per cent more than 

that in 2012. The Congress also significantly im-
proved its vote share from 2014 Lok Sabha polls 
when it had got 33.45 per cent votes. 

It was the first election in the last 15 years 
when Modi was not the Chief  Minister of  the 
state but he remained the BJP’s face throughout 
the campaign. 

BJP leaders admitted that the election was 
“tough” and the party faced anti-incumbency, but 
it was an election that the party could ill afford to 
lose. With Gujarat being the home state of  both 
Modi and BJP chief  Amit Shah, a loss in Gujarat 
could have reflected badly on the two top leaders 
of  the party and certainly set the stage for revival 
of  Congress ahead of  2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

The elections in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh were the first state elections since the im-
plementation of  GST, and the new indirect tax re-
gime had created a deep sense of  unease among 
the large trading community in Gujarat. The BJP-
led government had to extend a series of  conces-
sions in a bid to mollify the community, a tradi-
tional support base of  the party. 

The small traders had also been hit by demon-
etisation, carried out by the Modi government last 
year. 

The quota stir by Patidar Anamat Andolan 
Samiti (PAAS) leader Hardik Patel had created 
troubles for the BJP government in Gujarat and 
his joining hands with the Congress hugely dent-
ed the BJP’s traditional support base among the 
Patidar community. Dalit lawyer and activist Jig-
nesh Mewani also joined hands with the Congress 
while OBC leader Alpesh Thakore joined the 
party to create a broad social coalition that had a 
special appeal among the youth, a section that has 
traditionally backed Modi.

The BJP sought to portray the alliance as 
“casteist”, and suggested that the promise of  quo-
tas in jobs and education for Patidars was unwork-
able. 

Another apparent reason for the BJP’s tally 

sliding down is the lower voting percentage com-
pared to 2012 as also fewer women coming to 
vote. Women are seen to vote for BJP in greater 
numbers than men. 

Congress President Rahul Gandhi put up a 
spirited fight making bold attacks on Modi and 
BJP, but the party apparently lacked organisa-
tional strength at the booth level to fully convert its 
support into votes. 

The party also lacked a chief  ministerial can-
didate and some of  its top leaders in the state, in-
cluding Arjun Modhvadiya, lost the polls. 

Indiscreet remarks by Congress leader Mani 
Shankar Aiyar, who was later suspended from the 
party, gave Modi a handle to target the opposition 
party and harp on the “son of  the soil” image. The 
Congress also sought to counter BJP’s Hindutva 
leanings with temple visits of  Gandhi. 

The BJP did well in urban and semi-urban 
areas of  the state compared to the rural areas. It 
also apparently lost some of  its support among the 
farmer community. The BJP sought to woo the 
OBCs and tribals to make up for expected loss of  
Patidar votes. 

The BJP had the task of  defending an incum-
bent government in Gujarat, something it will be 
called upon to do in the crucial assembly polls 
next year in Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh next year. The elections in the three states 
will be close to the Lok Sabha polls in 2019, and a 
defeat in Gujarat would have set a bad precedent.

The BJP wrested Himachal Pradesh from 
Congress by getting a comfortable majority in the 
68-member assembly as part of  cyclical political 
outcome in the hill state. But the seats won by the 
party were a little less than the expectations of  its 
own leaders. 

The shock for the party was the loss of  its 
chief  ministerial candidate Prem Kumar Dhumal. 
The BJP got almost 10 per cent vote more than 
the 2012 polls while Congress also marginally im-
proved its vote share. 

T
he Naivasha wetlands, nestled amidst 
the volcanic mountains of  Kenya’s 
Great Rift Valley, are dying a slow 
death. Concerned at the impending 
ecological crisis, United Nations Envi-

ronment stepped in to initiate a five-year Freshwa-
ter Strategy, part of  its global action plan, to pro-
tect Lake Naivasha from certain extinction.

Roughly half  of  the country’s 127 flower farms 
are concentrated around Lake Naivasha.

UN Environment Freshwater Unit Head 
Joakim Harlin told IANS that tackling water pol-
lution and quality and the health of  freshwater 
ecosystems owing to urbanisation are two of  the 
cornerstones of  UN Environment’s global Fresh-
water Strategy 2017-2021.

He said the new initiative aims to address 
water-related disasters and the use of  integrated 
science-based water resources management ap-
proaches to protect, manage and restore freshwa-
ter resources.

The Freshwater Strategy, by involving gov-
ernments and local partners at national, regional 
and global levels, provides actionable guidance to 
support implementation of  sustainable freshwater 
management practices globally.

Lake Naivasha supports a mammoth popula-
tion of  hippos, is the wintering ground of  myriad 
avian species and sometimes also supports a small 
population of  flamingos. It is a major tourism des-
tination.

Besides, the lake is the only source of  water for 

this town, some 90 km northwest of  capital Nai-
robi.

Experts attribute the shrinkage and water dete-
rioration of  Kenya’s second-largest freshwater lake 
to pollution from pesticides, fertiliser and sewage 
effluents, water abstraction for floriculture, over-
growth of  weeds, siltation and the mushrooming 
of  resorts that are pushing this Ramsar-designated 
site towards certain death.

Imarisha Lake Naivasha Catchment Manage-
ment Programme Chief  Executive Officer Kamau 
Mbogo blamed the growing population in urban 
slums that are ringed around the lake for its water 
deterioration and shrinkage.

“The lake is now turning fast into a dump for 
domestic and agricultural wastes generated from 
business, tourism and housing within its catch-
ment area. The deterioration started in the late 
1980s. Now it’s shrinking fast and its deepest point 
has reduced to 18 metres (off  Crescent Island),” he 
told this visiting IANS correspondent.

He said pollution from fertilisers and pesticides 
in the run-off  from fields is boosting the growth of  
algae, which is suffocating the fish.

Over 700,000 people live in the lake’s approxi-
mately 3,400 sq km catchment area that is semi-
arid with an average annual rainfall of  1,350 mm 
in the mountains and 600 mm on the lake’s shores.

Lake Naivasha, which almost dried up in 2010 
owing to scarce rains, provides water for irrigation 
that supports one of  the biggest floriculture hubs 
in Kenya that caters mainly to the European Un-
ion.

Kenya is the world’s third-largest exporter of  
cut flowers, accounting for around 35 per cent of  

all sales in the European Union.
Experts say the receding water level and ris-

ing water toxicity are posing a serious challenge to 
the cut-flower industry that employs tens of  thou-
sands of  people.

According to the Horticultural Crop Direc-
torate, the country’s floriculture industry, which 
generates 1.1 percent of  GDP, earned 70.8 billion 
Kenyan shillings ($688 million) in 2016.

Fishermen too expressed concern over a pos-
sible extinction of  the tilapia fish species due to 
pollution.

“Earlier we used to catch three to four tilapias 
in a day. Now there is hardly any catch, even for 
days. I don’t know where our fish have gone,” a 
perturbed fisherman, Paul Okello, remarked.

Growers in the region have adopted sustain-
able farming methods to check the lake’s deterio-
ration.

Longonot Farm is one such in the Lake Naiva-
sha area that introduced its own constructed wet-
lands -- a natural system that filters chemicals from 
the farm and allows water to be re-used to irrigate 
flowers instead of  ending up in the lake.

It produces around one million roses daily for 
export to British, European and other markets and 
employs 12,000 people.

The farm has also created a biogas system that 
uses waste biomass, rejected flowers and other 
agricultural produce to generate enough clean en-
ergy to power the farm and light up 15,000 homes.

It is able to produce so much energy from 
waste that it sells electricity to the national grid. 
The system also generates enough organic com-
post for the entire farm.

Modi’s Campaign Helps BJP Scrape Through 
in Gujarat, Retain Electoral Momentum

UN Action Set to Revive Kenyan Lake Around Which Flowers Bloom 

Prashant Sood | IANS

Vishal Gulati | IANS

Extreme Measures
READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

T
he Nagaland chapter of  “The game 
of  thrones” has consistently por-
trayed one irresponsible episode af-
ter another running a government 
sans governance, transparency or ac-

countability with only  negative entertainment 
value as compared to the original TV Serial by 
the same title. Just imagine...with a couple of  
months left for the completion of  the term of  
the current Legislative Assembly...the power 
mongering of  our so-called leaders still carries 
on unabated. More of  similar ongoing drama 
will perhaps be staged shamelessly even before 
the dying hours of  their term. We shall have to 
wait and see. 

Meanwhile there is a more relevant and 
pressing issue that the Nagas need to focus our 
attention upon and that is on the issue of  ‘solu-
tion before election’. Whatever be the shortfall 
of  the opposition-less Assembly...this is a subject 
that deserves careful analysis. It was an easier 
task for the present incumbent Ministers/Par-
liamentary Secretaries/Advisors and a few left-
over MLAs to take a magnanimous stand to quit 
their seats to allow an ‘Interim Government’ to 
take over if  the talk between GoI and NNPGs 
concluded positively. In the first place the people 
voted them to power to govern...not abdicate. 
Therefore, as noble a reason as it may be, it still 
should have technically been considered manda-
tory on the part of  our elected representatives 
to first seek the mandate of  the people before 
such a resolution was passed in the Assembly...
which of  course did not even occur to them. The 
indifference of  the people was taken advantage 
of  ...and as was expected not a voice was raised 
to question this flaw. Such a drama in the As-
sembly was also possible because the elected 
representatives knew well enough that the pro-
tracted political negotiation with the GoI would 
not conclude within their term and that most of  

them would get ample opportunity to recuperate 
more than their share of  the election expendi-
ture by raping the system as they have done thus 
far. It was a very safe gamble to portray a grand-
standing ‘patriotic image’. 

The present status of  the Naga National Po-
litical scenario has however undergone a sea of  
change as compared to the past uncertain times. 
With or without “Sovereignty”, with or with-
out “Integration”, situation is fast crystallising 
towards some possible positive outcome of  the 
talk as never before with the official involvement 
of  the majority of  the NNPG Factions partici-
pating in the negotiation. The expectancy level 
of  a conclusion is upbeat. Though this is the ex-
pectation, an awkward unsettling question still 
remains unpredictable. For instance if  election 
is held, would the newly elected representa-
tives with a full term ahead of  them continue to 
abide by the resolution of  their predecessors and 
be prepared to give way to the ‘interim govern-
ment’ after going through a bludgeoning elec-
toral process of  buying and selling votes where 
crores would have been spent by each candidate 
despite ‘clean election’ campaign? Somehow it 
does not sound humanly tenable when M-O-N-
E-Y becomes the core issue. Serious conflict of  
individual interests will necessarily come to the 
fore to destabilise smooth transition. It is also 
rather difficult to imagine that the freshly elect-
ed representatives would casually forego their 
full term along with their astronomical elec-
tion expenditures and allow ‘Interim Govern-
ment” that does not include them, to take over.  
Among other complications, the first question as 
to who should take the responsibility to refund 
the election expenditures of  each candidate will 
naturally surface as a matter of  course without 
doubt. Even in the unlikely event of  the Govern-
ment willing to reimburse the expenditure of  the 
candidates, the problem will still persist because 
no candidate will be in a position to claim or 
recover the actual amount of  their expenditure 
at the risk of  disqualification...in view of  the 

Election Commission’s expenditure ceiling lim-
its. The possibility of  an unwilling House that is 
legally instituted, to voluntarily abdicate its po-
sition will become a very tricky uncomfortable 
proposition. Better it is therefore, not to have an 
election to enable an uncomplicated transition...
if  GoI is seriously confident of  an early solution. 

In as far as our present Elected Representa-
tives are concerned, indifferently passing resolu-
tion for “solution before election” in the Assem-
bly is not good enough. Instead of  continuing 
their ‘intrigue tamasha’ for Leadership and Min-
isterial birth the entire House should tender their 
resignation to backup their resolution and prove 
the sincerity and commitment of  the Nagas to 
the GoI on the Naga Political issue. After all it is 
just a couple of  months to go before their term 
expires...and after all, each of  them has more 
than recuperated their election investments. 
Greed should be suspended. 

This is the least they can do to add weight-
age to their resolution and prove they mean busi-
ness. Thereafter mass awareness rally should be 
generated in every District for boycott of  elec-
tion if  declared, to send a clear message to the 
GoI that the Nagas can no longer tolerate this 
casual tomfoolery for 70 years plus. Let Naga 
honour, the collective strength and wisdom be 
displayed in unison and firmly stand by “solu-
tion before election” for once in our lifetime. If  
our people were capable of  standing together to 
paralyse the Government for a comparatively 
lesser matter concerning the ULB election...then 
why not this? 

Considering the overall complexity of  the 
problems in the backyard of  reality, it would be 
in the interest of  the GoI to postpone the elec-
tion and fast track the final solution of  the Naga 
Political issue. Constitutionally speaking, the 
Nagas being compelled to boycott the election 
(if  announced) will have more hazardous ramifi-
cation for the GoI. On the other hand, declaring 
PR for the duration before solution would serve 
everyone’s interest snugly.

Solution Before Election
Khekiye K. Sema
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Michelle Sconce Massaquoi
The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):   This is a 
much better day to get out and be with peo-
ple than it is to sit at home. Communicate 
with others on a personal level and share 

some of  your wisdom. At the same time, open your-
self  up to receiving important knowledge from others. 
Don’t take things too seriously. No one will be in the 
mood for deep conversation on a day like today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There’s 
a great deal of  fuel for your fire today, so 
go for it. Spend time with children and be 
creative. Put your fun-loving personality to 

good use by encouraging others to play along. This 
is a good day to offer your talents to group efforts. 
You’ll be a welcome addition to every social situation.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It may be 
hard to make a decision today. You’re so 
bombarded by facts and information that 
you’re unsure how to proceed. Don’t get 

overwhelmed. You’re the master of  analysis and or-
ganization. If  anyone can sort things out, it’s you. 
Trust your ability and make it happen. Keep things 
light and energetic. Don’t get too bogged down with 
details.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This is a 
great day for you. You’re able to get a lot 
done. You might find a marked seriousness 
to your emotions that helps you stay on 

track with everything you need to do. Integrate your 
plans with others and see what kinds of  incredible 
breakthroughs you can have. You can maintain a pleas-
ant demeanor in every social situation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It may be difficult 
to fit in with the current trends of  the day. 
The energy is light and airy, while you feel 
the need to get more deep and penetrating. 

Take a break from your usual intensity and try to keep 
things light. Stay on the surface and be social. By inte-
grating with the mood of  the day, you might be more 
balanced and well rounded in general.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may ex-
perience an emotional climax today. Things 
could come to a head. Don’t be surprised if  
you run into some serious opposition. Dis-

perse your energy freely, but don’t be surprised if  other 
people try to pull you in the opposite direction. Flex-
ibility is a key aspect for you. Free yourself  from re-
straints and improvise.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may want 
to go in many directions today, yet some-
thing seems to keep you from going any-
where. This annoying conflict of  energies 
may make it difficult to make the most of  

your day, but you can handle it. Don’t act too hastily. 
Evaluate all your choices before you make a final deci-
sion. If  nothing seems to fit, don’t push it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   There’s 
a somber mood hindering your emotions to-
day, but things favor you generally. The con-
tacts you make now can be extremely valu-

able. You could gain a great deal of  information from 
social interactions. This is a good day to multitask and 
cross as many things off  your list as possible.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  It 
may seem like people have lost their sensitiv-
ity today. Meanwhile, you’re left feeling inde-
cisive and unsure about which way to turn. 
People want to hear from you. They want to 

know what you’re thinking. Don’t be afraid to say your 
peace even if  it goes against the general mood. Don’t 
get down if  things don’t exactly go your way. Things 
will get better soon.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your 
emotions may be dampened today, but don’t 
let it get you down. To make the most of  
this day, it would behoove you to work with 

the energy. Engage in tasks that require more discipline 
and willpower. Get in serious mode and get things done. 
Tackle practical tasks that require a steady hand and fo-
cused thought. You can get quite a bit accomplished.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There’s a 
fast-paced frenzy to the day that might leave 
you feeling a bit left out. You may want to 
take things more slowly, yet the day’s energy 
doesn’t allow for hesitation or delay. This is a 

good time to get out and be social. Make important con-
tacts with others and try to multitask. Keep your humor 
handy and your manner flexible.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  This is an excel-
lent day for you. People are on your wavelength 
more than usual. You can get quite a bit accom-
plished. You might want to take a disciplined 
approach today. Consider being a bit more real-

istic with your actions. Overall, you should enjoy a good 
mood all day. Your quick wit and humor will carry you 
through with flying colors.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

F
or my fourth-grade science fair 
project, I tested different soaps to 
see which ones were the most ef-
fective at keeping my hands clean.

Now, nearly 20 years later as a 
microbiology doctoral candidate, I can’t help 
but think, “Ugh, the fourth-grade me was 
such an amateur scientist!”

My experiment lacked obvious control 
groups and ultimately asked the wrong ques-
tion. Instead of  asking which brand of  soap 
was the most “effective” and classifying all 
bacteria as germs, I should have been investi-
gating how to prevent the growth and spread 
of  specific disease-causing bacteria, or patho-
gens.

This question is difficult to answer. You 
can’t tell by eye which bacteria growing with-
in a petri dish are the “good guys” versus ones 
that cause disease, and some pathogenic mi-
crobes, like viruses, can’t be detected within 
agar petri dishes.

Nevertheless, with the upcoming holiday 
travels, asking how to prevent the spread of  
disease-causing pathogens isn’t just for aspir-
ing microbiologists but a great question for 
everyone.

Do we really stand a chance of  keeping 
our hands clean from germs?

Two-fisted approach
There are two main strategies.
The first is to decrease the overall biomass 
of  microbes – that is, decrease the amount 
of  bacteria, viruses and other types of  mi-
croorganisms. We do this by lathering with 
soap and rinsing with water. Soap’s chemis-
try helps remove microorganisms from our 
hands by accentuating the slippery properties 
of  our own skin.

Studies have shown that effectively wash-
ing with soap and water significantly reduces 
the bacterial load of  diarrhea-causing bacte-
ria.

The second strategy is to kill the bacteria. 
We do this by using products with an antibac-
terial agent such as alcohols, chlorine, perox-
ides, chlorhexidine or triclosan.

Some academic work has shown that anti-
bacterial soaps  are more effective at reducing 
certain bacteria on soiled hands than soaps 
without them.

However, there’s a problem. Some bacte-
rial cells on our hands may have genes that 
enable them to be resistant to a given antibac-
terial agent. This means that after the antibac-
terial agent kills some bacteria, the resistant 
strains remaining on the hands can flourish.

Further, the genes that allowed the bacte-
ria to be resistant could pass along to other 
bacteria, causing more resistant strains. To-
gether, the “take-over” of  resistant strains 

would render the use of  the antibacterial 
agent essentially ineffective.

Also, the long-term use of  some antibacte-
rial products may harm your health.

For example, animal studies investigating 
the antibacterial agent triclosan, which used 
to be in soaps, toothpastes and deodorant, has 
been shown to alter the way hormones work 
in the body. The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration has prohibited the use of  over-the-
counter antiseptic wash products containing 
triclosan and many other antibacterial active 
ingredients.

With this in mind, you may want to stick 
with plain old soap and water.

Best practices
To clean our hands, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends that 
we:
wet hands with clean water.apply soap and 
lather/scrub every nook and cranny of  your 
hands for 20-30 seconds (about the time to 
sing “Happy Birthday” twice).
rinse well with clean running water.
dry hands with a clean paper towel or air-
dry.

I was shocked to read a study that in-
dicated that 93.2 percent of  2,800 survey 
respondents did not wash their hands after 
coughing or sneezing. Also, a recent study 
showed that across a college-town environ-
ment with observations of  3,749 people, the 

average hand-washing time was approxi-
mately six seconds!

If  soap and water are not unavailable, the 
CDC recommends using an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer  that contains at least 60 per-
cent ethanol. Alcohols have a broad-spec-
trum of  antimicrobial activity and are less 
selective for resistance compared to other 
antibacterial chemicals.

However, alcohol-based hand sanitizers 
may not work on all classes of  germs.

Not all microbes are germs
The presence of  some bacteria isn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing.
In the lab where I am pursuing my disserta-
tion, our focus is understanding the complex 
interactions between animal hosts and bacte-
ria. I would be remiss to not mention that the 
bacteria that live on or within us are essential 
for us as hosts, especially considering their 
role in protecting us from pathogens.

We live in a microbial world: Trillions of  
different bacteria colonize our skin, gut, and 
orifices. Collectively with yeast and viruses, 
they are called our microbiota. A plethora of  
exciting research suggests that the associa-
tions of  animal hosts with their microbiota 
are not rare occurrences but in fact are fun-
damentally important for the host’s biology.

Our microbiota can protect us from germs 
by training our immune system and by colo-
nization resistance): the characteristic of  the 

intestinal microbiota to block colonization of  
pathogens.

Although more research needs to be done 
to understand the intricate interactions be-
tween microbial communities with host cells, 
consistent work illustrates that a diverse popu-
lation of  microbes and a balance of  this com-
munity is important for our health.

Poor diet, lack of  sleep, stress and antibi-
otic use can negatively perturb our microbiota 
communities, which in turn can put us at 
risk for diseases . In fact, it is becoming clear 
that our microbiota are active participants in 
preventing and sometimes driving disease, 
depending on the state of  the microbial com-
munities .

So what is the take-home message?
There is no doubt that washing our hands 
with liquid soap and water is effective in re-
ducing the spread of  infectious microorgan-
isms, including those that are resistant to anti-
microbial agents.

When you don’t have the opportunity to 
wash your hands after touching questionable 
surfaces, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
Limit the touching of  your hands to your 
mouth, nose and eyes.

Further, maintain a healthy microbiota by 
limiting stress, getting enough sleep and “fer-
tilizing” your gut microbes with a diversity of  
plant-based foods. It’s not only a small world, 
but a dirty one as well.

You (And Most of The Millions of Holiday Travellers 
You Encounter) are Washing Your Hands Wrong

G
ood scientists are not only able to 
uncover patterns in the things they 
study, but to use this information 
to predict the future.

Meteorologists study atmos-
pheric pressure and wind speed to predict the 
trajectories of  future storms. A biologist may pre-
dict the growth of  a tumor based on its current 
size and development. A financial analyst may 
try to predict the ups and downs of  a stock based 
on things like market capitalization or cash flow.

Perhaps even more interesting than the above 
phenomena is that of  predicting the behavior 
of  human beings. Attempts to predict how peo-
ple will behave have existed since the origins of  
humankind. Early humans had to trust their in-
stincts. Today, marketers, politicians, trial lawyers 
and more make their living on predicting human 
behavior. Predicting human behavior, in all of  its 
forms, is big business.

So, how does mathematics do in predicting 
our own behavior in general? Despite advances 
in stock market analytics, economics, political 
polling and cognitive neuroscience – all of  which 
ultimately endeavor to predict human behavior – 
science may never be able to do so with perfect 
certainty.

Bigger and better data
When making predictions, scientists have his-
torically been limited by a lack of  complete data, 
relying instead on small samples to infer charac-
teristics of  a wider population.

But in recent years, computational power and 
methods of  collecting data have advanced to the 
point of  creating a new field: big data. Thanks to 
the huge availability of  collected data, scientists 
can examine empirical relationships between a 
wide variety of  variables to decipher the signal 
from the noise.

For example, Amazon uses predictive analyt-
ics to guess which books we may like based on 
our prior browsing or purchase history. Similarly, 
automated online advertisement campaigns tell 
us which vehicles we may be interested in based 
on vehicles sought out the day before.

Marketers use birth records to decide when 
to inundate you with ads for baby products. They 
even guess when you’ll need those things based 
on the developmental stage of  your child.

It isn’t rocket science, really. It’s simply hav-
ing information (data) that shows patterns, and 
exploiting those patterns in the name of  predict-
ability (and often, profits). Though again, gaug-
ing the accuracy of  these algorithms is difficult 
for the outsider, there’s some work that reveals 
what makes these algorithms tick.

Mathematical models
Many prediction tools rely on machine learning, 
among which include mathematical algorithms 
that are based on the biological principles of  

brain function and use massive amounts of  data 
to learn patterns.

Machine-learning algorithms can accurately 
predict the outcome of  Supreme Court cases, us-
ing such predictors as the identity of  each justice, 
month of  the argument, petitioner and other fac-
tors. Although the accuracy of  the algorithm’s 
output is only approximately 70 percent, it has 
actually been shown to outperform human legal 
experts.

Other machine-learning algorithms have 
been shown to predict suicide attempts with an 
accuracy of  80 to 92 percent, arguably more pre-
cise than even the best human assessments.

Mathematics may even be able to tell us about 
terrorist behavior leading up to an attack. In one 
study, researchers looked at records of  terror-
ist activity in Ireland, specifically explosions of  
improved explosive devices. After one incident, 
the probability of  another incident was higher 
than not. In other words, the events were not in-
dependent. Such knowledge might be useful to 
a community, perhaps choosing to immediately 
mobilize efforts following a single attack in an-
ticipation of  another.

Is perfect prediction possible?
Big data has made prediction methods increas-
ingly accurate. But can human behavior ever be 
perfectly predicted?

The most basic equation is that of  Y = f(X), 
which reads, “Y is a function of  X.” Input a value 
for X, and the scientist will tell you the likely val-
ue for Y. The more complex the model, the more 
need for more inputs, and so the simple equation 
gets a whole lot more complicated.

Of course, it doesn’t always work out. Hur-
ricanes take trajectories not predicted by weather 
models. Tumors grow slower or faster than pre-
dicted. Scientists, just like anyone else, rarely if  
ever predict perfectly. No matter what data and 
mathematical model you have, the future is still 
uncertain.

So, scientists have to allow for error in our 
fundamental equation. That is, Y = f(X) + E, 
where “E” encompasses our inability to predict 
perfectly. It’s the part of  the equation that keeps 
us humble.

As technology develops, scientists may find 
that we can predict human behavior rather well 
in one area, while still lacking in another. It’s 
very difficult to give an overall sense of  the limi-
tations. For instance, facial recognition may be 
easier to emulate because vision is one of  many 
human sensory processing systems, or because 
there are only so many ways faces can differ. On 
the other hand, predicting voting behavior, espe-
cially based on the 2016 presidential election, is 
quite another story. There are many complex and 
not yet understood reasons why humans do what 
they do.

Still others argue that, theoretically at least, 
that perfect prediction will someday be possible. 
Until then, with any luck, mathematics and sta-
tistics may help us increasingly account for what 
people, on average, will do next.

T
he top UN human rights offi-
cial has said he would not be 
surprised if  a court one day 
ruled that acts of  genocide 
had been committed against 

the Rohingya Muslim minority in Myan-
mar, according to a television interview to 
be shown on Monday.

UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein told the 
BBC that attacks on the Rohingya had 
been “well thought out and planned” and 
he had asked Myanmar‘s leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi to do more to stop the mili-
tary action.

Zeid has already called the campaign 
“a textbook example of  ethnic cleansing” 
and asked rhetorically if  anyone could 
rule out “elements of  genocide,” but his 
latest remarks put the case plainly, tough-
ening his stance.

“The elements suggest you cannot 
rule out the possibility that acts of  geno-
cide have been committed,” he said, ac-
cording to excerpts of  his interview pro-
vided in advance by the BBC.

“It’s very hard to establish because 
the thresholds are high,” he said. “But it 

wouldn’t surprise me in the future if  the 
court were to make such a finding on the 
basis of  what we see.”

Myanmar denies committing atroci-
ties against the Rohingya community and 
has previously rejected UN criticism for 
its “politicisation and partiality.” The My-
anmar military says the crackdown is a 
legitimate counter-insurgency operation.

Zeid said Myanmar‘s “flippant” re-
sponse to the serious concerns of  the 
international community made him fear 
the current crisis “could just be the open-
ing phases of  something much worse.”

He told the BBC he feared Jihadi 
groups could form in the huge refugee 
camps in Bangladesh and even launch 
attacks in Myanmar, perhaps targeting 
Buddhist temples there.

He did not say, in the excerpts pro-
vided, which court could prosecute sus-
pected atrocities.Myanmar is not a mem-
ber of  the International Criminal Court 
(ICC), so referral to the ICC can be done 
only by the UN Security Council. But 
Myanmar‘s ally China could veto such a 
referral.

The UN defines genocide as acts 

meant to destroy a national, ethnic, ra-
cial or religious group in whole or in part. 
Such a designation is rare under interna-
tional law, but has been used in contexts 
including Bosnia, Sudan and an Islamic 
State campaign against the Yazidi com-
munities in Iraq and Syria.

Almost 870,000 Rohingya have fled 
to Bangladesh, including about 660,000 
who arrived after August 25, when Ro-
hingya militants attacked security posts 
and the Myanmar army launched a coun-
ter-offensive.

UN investigators have heard Ro-
hingya testimony of  a “consistent, me-
thodical pattern of  killings, torture, rape 
and arson.”

Zeid said he had phoned Suu Kyi in 
January, asking her in vain to stop the the 
military operation.

Nobel peace laureate Suu Kyi’s less 
than two-year old civilian government 
has faced heavy international criticism 
for its response to the crisis, though it has 
no control over the generals it has to share 
power with under Myanmar’s transition 
after decades of  military rule.

Source : REUTERS

T
ired of  the spammy posts on 
Facebook that pull you into 
interacting with likes, shares, 
comments? Beginning this 
week, these posts that use 

“engagement bait” will be demoted, Fa-
cebook said in a blog post on Monday.

The interactive post, which for ex-
ample says, “LIKE this if  you’re an Ar-
ies!”, are known as “engagement bait”.

By boosting engagement, these posts 
seeks advantage of  our “News Feed” al-
gorithm to get greater reach. 

“We will begin implementing stricter 
demotions for Pages that systematically 
and repeatedly use engagement bait to 
artificially gain reach in News Feed,” 
Henry Silverman, Operations Integrity 
Specialist at Facebook, wrote in his blog 
post.

“We will roll out this Page-level de-
motion over the course of  several weeks 
to give publishers time to adapt and 
avoid inadvertently using engagement 
bait in their posts,” added Lin Huang, 
an engineer at the social networking 
firm.

To reduce engagement bait, Face-
book would deploy machine learning 
model that can detect different types of  
engagement bait. 

The model will detect posts in the 
“News Feed” that are not authentic and 
will demoted them. 

The exercise would reduce the 
spread of  content that is 
spammy, sensational, or 
misleading in order to pro-
mote more meaningful and 
authentic conversations on 
Facebook, the post read.

The social networking gi-
ant had, similarly, in the past 
demoted clickbait headlines 
and links to low-quality web 
page experiences. 

However, posts that ask 
people for help, advice, or rec-
ommendations, such as circu-
lating a missing child report, 
raising money for a cause, or 
asking for travel tips, will not 
be adversely impacted by this 
update.

The new feature is likely to affect 
publishers and other businesses that use 
engagement bait tactics in their posts. 

Their reach on these posts may de-
crease, while Pages that repeatedly 
share engagement bait posts will see 
more significant drops in reach.

Source : IANS
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Mumbai, Dec. 18 (PTI): As the 
BJP retained Gujarat, its bicker-
ing ally, the Shiv Sena, today 
said it was the Rahul Gandhi-led 
Congress which had emerged as 
the “real winner” in the election.

Coming to power was no “big 
thing”, Sena leader Sanjay Raut 
said, adding that the Congress 
might have lost the polls, but had 
“defeated” the BJP.

“Although you see the BJP 
coming to power, the real winner 
is the Congress party. They may 
have lost, but have defeated the 
BJP,” Raut said. He pointed out 
that the BJP had been in power for 
over 20 yeas in Gujarat.

“Coming to power is not a big 
thing,” Raut said.

The sena leader also claimed 
that the BJP’s “much-touted Gu-
jarat model” had failed.

“...the model, which took the 
BJP on the path to power in the 
country, has failed. The reason is 
that none of  the dreams you (BJP) 
showed the state and the country 
were realised,” Raut claimed.

The BJP “deprived the poor 
by emptying their pockets” with 
demonetisation, the Rajya Sabha 
member further said. “The result 
is seen in Gujarat,” he told report-
ers here. Raut stressed that the poll 
results indicated that the people 
were not happy with the BJP in 
Gujarat.

The BJP came to power in 
the country by citing the ‘Gujarat 

model’ (of  development), he said.
“If  people in Gujarat are not 

happy (with the BJP) today, then 
understand their psyche, under-
stand what people in the country 
feel,” Raut said.

The BJP, he added, should 
understand the mindset of  the 
people of  Gujarat and “the reason 
the people there are not happy”.

Raut claimed that the Naren-
dra Modi-led government had 
not registered success on a single 
issue, whether it was security, 
Kashmir, Pakistan, the note ban, 
unemployment or farmer suicides.

“This is what I gather from the 
Gujarat election results,” he said.

Raut’s remarks came as the 
Sena heaped praise on Rahul 

Gandhi, lauding the newly ap-
pointed Congress president for 
“fighting the Gujarat poll battle 
without bothering about the re-
sult”.

The Uddhav Thackeray-led 
party said the 47-year-old Amethi 
MP had taken over the reins of  the 
party at a crucial stage.

“Rahul Gandhi has accepted 
the responsibility as Congress 
president at a crucial stage. There 
should be no objection in wish-
ing him all the best,” said an 
editorial in the Sena mouthpiece 
‘Saamana’.

The BJP today retained power 
in Gujarat, securing a simple 
majority in the 182-member As-
sembly.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Denied visa, Punjab woman 
commits suicide
Chandigarh, Dec. 18 (IANS): Denied a visa to travel 
abroad, a 21-year-old woman committed suicide by 
setting herself  on fire in her village near Amritsar, 
police said on Sunday. Police have initiated inquest 
proceedings and sent the body for postmortem. 
Pooranpreet Kaur, according to her family, was 
depressed after her visa to go abroad was rejected. 
She set herself  on fire at her home in Sarhali village, 
about 250 km from here, on Sunday. Some neighbours 
heard her cries after she set herself  on fire and rushed 
her to a hospital. However, doctors declared her dead. 
Police officials said that it was not known immediately 
which country had rejected her visa application. The 
victim’s mother told the police that the victim had 
earlier this year cleared the IELTS (International 
English Language Testing System) examination and 
had applied for a visa to go abroad. The victim had 
completed her studies till senior secondary (Class 
12th). Thousands of  youth from Punjab apply for 
immigration to other countries for studies and jobs 
every year.

12 workers charred to death in 
Mumbai shop fire 
Mumbai, Dec. 18 (PTI): At least 12 people were 
killed when a massive fire broke out at a snack shop 
in Saki Naka-Kurla area in the early hours today, 
an official said. The blaze erupted in the ‘Bhanu’ 
farsan (snack) shop in Makaria Compound on 
the Khairani Road at around 4.25 am following 
which the structure collapsed, the official from the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)’s 
Disaster Management Cell said. Twelve people 
working inside the shop were trapped due to intense 
heat and smoke, he said. The fire spread quickly 
due to the presence of  electric wiring and electrical 
goods, huge stock of  eatables and furniture inside the 
shop. It led to the collapse of  the loft, trapping the 
workers under the debris, the civic official said. Three 
fire engines, four jumbo water tankers, rescuers and 
ambulances reached the spot and launched a rescue 
operation, he said. All the 12 workers were pulled 
out of  the debris and taken to the civic-run Rajawadi 
Hospital in suburban Ghatkopar where they were 
declared dead before admission, the official said. The 
cause of  the fire was not yet known, he said, adding a 
probe was underway.

Woman’s body with throat slit 
found; husband missing 
Bijnor (UP), Dec. 18 (PTI): A partly clad body of  a 
35-year-old woman was found in Noorpur town here, 
police said today. “Shabana, a mother of  three, was 
found dead last evening with her throat slit,” Satendra 
Kumar, SHO, Noorpur said. Her husband, Atiq 
Ahmad, is missing, he said. The couple, married for 
15 years, has three sons. Their youngest son spotted the 
body. His brothers had gone to a relative’s place and 
were not present in the house, police said.The body has 
been sent for postmortem, Kumar said, adding efforts 
are on to trace the victim’s husband.

Maoists set 10 vehicles on fire at 
road construction site 
Malkangiri (Odisha), Dec. 18 (PTI): Armed Maoists 
stormed a road construction site and set ablaze around 
10 vehicles and machines in Odisha’s Malkangiri 
district, police said today. The incident happened 
yesterday night at Andrahal near Bondaghati under the 
jurisdiction of  Mudulipada police station, they said. 
The Maoists ransacked the construction camp, and set 
afire earth movers, tractors, vans, a roller and a mixer 
machine, a police officer said. A police team has been 
sent to the site to investigate the matter, Malkangiri 
Superintendent of  Police (SP) Jagmohan Meena said. 
The Border Security Force (BSF) and the police have 
started combing operation in the area, he said.

50-year-old strangulated to death in UP 
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Dec. 18 (PTI): A 50-year-old 
man was allegedly robbed and strangulated to death 
here in the Shamli district, police said today. According 
to police, the alleged robber also died in an accident 
while on his way back from the crime scene. The 
incident took place yesterday when the robber entered 
the house of  Om Prakash, an employee in a Sugar mill 
here, and looted his belongings after killing him, police 
said. Police said they received an information that a 
person, identified as Johnny, who had met with a fatal 
accident, was found with the looted goods. “A bike, 
one laptop, jewellery and cash were recovered near 
his body,” the police official said. In another incident, 
a 40-year-old farmer, identified as Raj Kumar, was 
allegedly shot at when he tried to resist an attack by 
an unidentified person here yesterday, a police official 
said. He was rushed to a nearby hospital in a serious 
condition, he said, adding that the efforts are on to 
nab the culprit.
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New Delhi ,  Dec.  18 
(IANS): The victory of  
the BJP in Gujarat is a 
victory of  “developmental 
politics” over dynasty and 
appeasement, BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah said on 
Monday, attributing the 
party’s lesser number of  
seats to the caste-based 
campaign of  the Congress 
and its allies.

Shah also said that the 
BJP’s victory in the 2019 
Lok Sabha election was 
“definite”.

Asked about the ap-
parent drop in the BJP’s 
number of  seats, he blamed 
it on “caste politics” and 
the “low level of  political 
discourse”.

He also said that a 
meeting would be held to 
look into the reasons for 
the reduced number of  
seats.

“Congress  brought 
the level of  the campaign 
down, because of  which 
our number of  seats went 
down, but our overall per-

New Delhi ,  Dec.  18 
(IANS): The Lok Sabha was 
adjourned for the day on 
Monday after it saw disrup-
tions as Congress members 
raised the issue of  allega-
tions levelled by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi against 
his predecessor Manmohan 
Singh.

The first adjournment 
came minutes after the 
house met, as Congress 
members stood at their 
seats, and created a ruckus 
over the issue. From the 

treasury benches -- BJP MP 
Kirit Somaiya, who had the 
first question listed against 
his name, said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party was headed for 
victory in both Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh.

The Speaker then ad-
journed the house till noon, 
amid ruckus from both 
the ruling and opposition 
benches. As the House met 
at noon, Congress members 
once again raised the issue 
of  the Prime Minister’s al-
legations, but were denied 

permission by the Chair.
“You want to raise the 

same issue everyday... This is 
not done,” Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan said.

Congress members also 
trooped to near the Speak-
er’s podium, raising slogans 
seeking an apology from 
Prime Minister Modi.

Amid the ruckus, papers 
were laid on the table of the 
House and bills were intro-
duced, after which Speaker 
Mahanjan adjourned the 
House for the day.

Chandigarh, Dec. 18 
(IANS): Punjab’s ruling 
Congress party has emerged 
victorious in 20 out of  29 
Municipal Councils and 
Nagar Panchayats, state 
election commission (SEC) 
official said on Monday.

Of the total 414 wards, 
the Congress won in 267 
wards, while the Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) won in 37, 
BJP in 15 (alliance partner 
of SAD), Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) in just one ward and 
independents in 94 wards.

Voting for the municipal 
elections was held on Sun-
day. The counting of votes 
started later in the evening.

The Congress party won 
all three Municipal Corpora-
tions (MC) of the state - Am-
ritsar, Jalandhar and Patiala, 

where polling was held on 
Sunday.

Polling was not held for 
the Ludhiana Municipal 
Corporation as electoral 
rolls were not updated.

The Congress clinched 
64 seats out of 85 wards in 
Amritsar MC, whereas the 
SAD won seven, BJP six 
and eight seats were won by 
independent candidates.

In Patiala MC, the 
Congress won 59 out of 60 
wards. The SEC ordered a 
re-poll in one polling booth 
of a ward.

In Jalandhar MC, the 
Congress won 66 wards out 
of  80. The SAD won four 
wards while the BJP won 
eight seats. Two seats were 
won by the independent 
candidates.

New Delhi, Dec. 18 (IANS): Lok Sabha 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan on Monday 
announced that she has accepted the 
resignations of  three members, including 
Yogi Adityanath, who quit on becoming 
the Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister.

Adtiyanath, who was the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Member of  Parlia-
ment from Gorakhpur, and Keshav 
Prasad Maurya, BJP MP from Phulpur 
-- both constituencies in Uttar Pradesh 
-- resigned on September 21 and the 
resignation was accepted on the same 
day, she said.

Maurya is now the Deputy Chief  

Minister of  Uttar Pradesh, where the 
BJP is in power.

Mahajan also said the resignation of  
Nana Patole, a BJP MP from Bhandara-
Gondiya in Maharashtra who sent his 
resignation to the Speaker on December 
8, was accepted on December 14.

Patole, who had defeated National-
ist Congress Party leader and former 
Civil Aviation Minister Praful Patel in 
the 2014 general elections, had accused 
the party leadership of  failing to keep 
promises while raising the issue of  farm-
ers’ distress and quit the BJP and his Lok 
Sabha seat.

Ahmedabad, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
The Gujarat High Court today 
issued a notice to Congress party 
spokesman Abhishek Singhvi in 
the Rs 5,000 crore defamation 
suit filed against him by the Reli-
ance Anil Ambani group.

The notice was issued by 
Justice Paresh Upadhyay after 
hearing the petitioners and the 
next hearing has been scheduled 
for December 26.

The defamation suit, filed on 
December 15, had accused Sing-
hvi of  making “false, defama-
tory and libelous statements”.

Singhvi had, on November 
30, attacked Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley, for “fooling” peo-
ple by claiming the government 
had not waived loans of  big 
defaulters.

Alleging that the Centre had 
written off  Rs 1.88 lakh crore 

debt of  wilful defaulters, he had 
said: 

“We all know that top 50 
corporates owe Rs 8.35 lakh 
crore to banks and out of  those, 
three top Gujarat-based compa-
nies -- Reliance (Anil Ambani 
Group), Adani and Essar -- owe 
Rs 3 lakh crore.”

He had contended that Jait-
ley, instead of  declaring these 
liabilities as NPAs, was “trying 
to help the defaulter with further 
defence contracts like the Rafale 
deal”.

A Reliance Defence state-
ment had clarified earlier that 
the joint venture between Reli-
ance Aerostructure Ltd and 
Dassault Aviation was a bilat-
eral agreement between two 
private companies -- and had 
nothing to do with the govern-
ment.

New Delhi, Dec. 18 (PTI): The government 
said today that there cannot be any com-
parison between the cost of  the 36 Rafale 
fighter jets it inked with France and the price 
negotiated by the previous UPA regime for 
the original 126- fighter aircraft deal as the 
deliverables were different.

Replying to a question on the issue in 
the Rajya Sabha, Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said a better price was ensured 
while finalising the deal for 36 Rafale jets and 
that there was no increase in its cost.

She, however, did not give the rates at 
which government is procuring the combat 
jets from France.

The minister said better pricing, bet-
ter maintenance terms and better delivery 
schedules were ensured in the agreement 
India had signed with France last year for 
the jets.

India had inked an inter-governmental 
agreement with France in September last 
year for the procurement of 36 Rafale fighter 

jets at a cost of  around Rs 58,000 crore, 
nearly one- and-half years after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi announced the proposal 
during a visit to Paris. The delivery of the jets 
is scheduled to begin from September, 2019.

The Congress recently raised several 
questions about the deal, including the rates, 
and accused the government of  compro-
mising national interest and security while 
promoting “crony capitalism” and causing 
a loss to the public exchequer.

The party had claimed that the UPA was 
negotiating a price of Rs 526 crore for each 
fighter jet under the MMRCA deal.

As per the negotiation during the UPA 
tenure, 108 aircraft were to be manufactured 
in India after transfer of technology (ToT) 
and 18 jets were to be supplied in direct fly-
away condition.

Under the deal inked by the NDA gov-
ernment, each of the 36 Rafale jet will come 
at a price of around Rs 1,610 crore which 
includes a lethal weapons package.

PTI

BJP President Amit Shah gestures while being welcomed on his arrival at the party headquarters in New 
Delhi on Monday,Dec 19,2017.

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec. 
18 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi would visit 
Lakshadweep,Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala tomorrow to as-
sess the damage caused by 
cyclone Ockhi, which left 
a trail of destruction in the 
two states and the Union 
Territory.

The Prime Minister, on a 
one-day visit, would review 
the situation arising in the 
aftermath of the cyclone and 
status of  relief  operations 
at Kavaratti, Kanyakumari 
and Thiruvananthapuram, 
official sources said.

Modi would fly to Agatti 
from Mangaluru at around 
7.35 AM and leave for Ka-
vratti.

After nearly an hour’s 
programme, he would re-
turn to Agatti and fly to 
Thiruvananthapuram, offi-
cial sources in Lakshadweep 
said.

On reaching the state 
capital at around 1.50 PM, 
he would take a helicopter 
to Kanyakumari, where he 
will meet officials and assess 

the damage caused by the 
cyclone.

The Prime Minister 
would also get a first hand 
report from the some of the 
affected fishermen, district 
officials at Kanyakumari 
told PTI.

Modi would return to 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
visit Poonthura, a nearby 
fishing village from where 
some of the deceased fisher-
men hailed.

The Prime Minister 
would then meet Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
and some of  his cabinet 
colleagues, including rev-
enue minister E Chan-
drasekharan and Fisheries 
minister J Mercykutty at 
the Raj Bhavan, accord-
ing to sources in the Chief  
Minister’s office.

Chief  Secretary K M 
Abraham would also give a 
presentation on the calamity 
and the devastation caused 
in coastal regions of  the 
state capital, including Poon-
thura, Vizhinjam, Pozhiyur 
and Adimalithura.

After the meeting,the 
Prime Minister will leave 
for Delhi.

The Kerala Chief Min-
ister had earlier met Un-
ion Home minister Rajnath 
Singh and sought central 
assistance of Rs 1,843 crore.

The state also wanted 
the Centre to declare the 
devastation caused by the cy-
clone as a national disaster.

According to govern-
ment estimates, 70 persons 
have so far lost their lives in 
Kerala in the cyclone and 
around 105 persons are still 
missing.

Meanwhile,search op-
erations are continuing for 
the missing fishermen with 
the state government seek-
ing support of  local boat 
owners.

The government has de-
cided to extend the search 
operations up to Goan 
shores.

The cyclone that hit the 
state on November 29-30 
had also caused large-scale 
damage to crops and prop-
erty.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  18 
(PTI): There was no ad-
verse impact of  the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
rollout on foreign tour-
ist arrivals (FTAs) in the 
country, Union Tourism 
Minister K J Alphons in-
formed Parliament today.

In a written reply in 
the Lok Sabha, he said 
FTAs grew by 13.9 per 
cent in the July-November 
period this year, as against 
the corresponding period 
last year.

The GST was rolled 
out by the Centre on July 
1, 2017.

“The number of  FTAs 
in India, during July-No-
vember 2017, was 41.16 
lakh, as compared to the 
36.14 lakh during July- 
November 2016, register-
ing a double-digit growth 
of  13.9 per cent. As such, 
no adverse impact of  the 
implementation GST was 
seen in tourist arrivals,” 
the minister said.

This year, till Novem-
ber, most tourists had ar-
rived in the country via 
the Delhi port, followed 
by Mumbai, Haridaspur, 
Chennai and Bengaluru, 
he added.

Replying to another 
query, Alphons said FTAs 
during January-November, 
2017 were 90.01 lakh as 
compared to the 77.83 
lakh during the same pe-
riod in 2016, registering 
a growth of  15.6 per cent.

Bhopal, Dec. 18 (IANS): Vice 
President M. Venkaiah Naidu 
on Sunday called on all states 
to back a bill that gives women 
reservation in state legislatures 
and both houses of  Parliament.

The Women’s Reservation 
Bill, that seeks to provide women 
33 per cent reservation, will help 
empower women, he said.

Naidu, who arrived here 
earlier in the day to take part in 
a state-level convention of  wom-
en’s self-help groups (SHGs), 
said: “Women are not helpless 
anymore, they are strong, and 
daughters are not a burden but a 
boon. They are performing their 
duties in various fields.”

Citing the examples of  some 
of  the women in top positions in 
the government, he said: “The 
country’s Defence Minister is 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister is Sushma 
Swaraj and Speaker of  the Lok 

Sabha is Sumitra Mahajan -- all 
women.  In fact, women’s contri-
bution to the freedom struggle is 
also immense.”

Naidu said empowering 
women has brought about a 
massive change in the way soci-
ety works but added that there is 
a need to change old attitudes.

Madhya Pradesh has made 
history in this regard and Chief  
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han’s move to help the SHGs get 
bank loans is commendable, he 
said. Stressing that women are 
respected in India, he said that 
is the reason it’s called Bharat 
Mata.

If  women are given an op-
portunity to get ahead in life, 
they can bring a massive change 
to society and can protect their 
rights themselves, he said, add-
ing that a 50 per cent quota for 
women in government jobs and 
local government bodies will be 

good for society.
Addressing the event, the 

Chief  Minister said the SGH 
federation will be allowed to run 
the take home ration manufac-
turing factory. And markets will 
be set up in big cities to sell their 
products. Chouhan also said 
the state government will stand 
guarantee for loans up to Rs 5 
crore taken by the federation. 

Earlier in the day, Naidu was 
received at the airport by Chou-
han, his wife and other ministers. 

The Chief  Minister ceremo-
nially welcomed the Vice Presi-
dent by draping an ‘ang vastra’ 
around his shoulders and put 
a khadi cotton garland around 
his neck.

Earlier, accusing Chouhan of  
failing to fulfil promises made in 
the earlier conventions, the Con-
gress has asked him to provide 
details about the implementa-
tion.

formance was good as we 
got eight per cent more 
vote share compared to 
last time,” Shah said at a 
press conference here as 
the party won both Gujarat 
and Himachal.

He said in 2012, the 
BJP got 47.8 per cent votes, 
while this time, so far it has 
got 49.10 per cent votes, 
showing an increase of  
1.25 per cent.

“Since 1990, BJP has 

never lost any election in 
Gujarat, and it is going to 
form the government for 
the sixth time in the state”.

“Politics of  dynasty, 
casteism and appeasement 
has lost... This is the be-

ginning of  the new era of  
performance-based politics.

“I believe in the leader-
ship of  (Prime Minister) 
Narendra Modi, the face 
of  democracy is chang-
ing after 70 years... This 
is an expression of  faith in 
Modi’s developmental poli-
cies,” he said.

“We are going to form 
a government, and our vote 
share has also increased,” 
he added. 

Slamming the Congress 
for bringing down the level 
of  discourse during the 
Gujarat election campaign, 
he said: “If  they (Congress) 
can learn a lesson from 
this, 2019 General Elec-
tions will hopefully be held 
in a better atmosphere.” 

Asked about allegations 
of  Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVM) being ma-
nipulated, Shah said: “Can 
we change the EVMs? It is 
not something in hands of  
the government, it is the 
Election Commission that 
handles it.”



Kabul, Dec. 18 (PTI/AFP): Mili-
tants stormed an intelligence agency 
training facility in Kabul on Monday, 
officials said, triggering intense fight-
ing with police in the latest Islamic 
State group attack to hit the Afghan 
capital.

“Around 10:10 am, a group of  
armed attackers entered an under-
construction building in (the) NDS 
training centre in (the) Afshar area of  
Kabul,” interior ministry spokesman 
Najib Danish told AFP, referring to 
the National Directorate of  Security, 
Afghanistan’s spy agency.

“The fighting is ongoing and we 
have also launched our operation.” 

Nasrat Rahim, a deputy interior 
ministry spokesman, said the sound 
of  large and small arms fire could be 
heard from the fighting.

“There are three attackers in-
volved... the clearance operation is 
ongoing,” said the spokesman, add-
ing there were no immediate reports 
of  any casualties.

Roads to the area were closed 

and dozens of  police and intelligence 
officers were blocking access to the 
public. AFP reporters, who were held 
more than a kilometre away from the 
scene, saw ambulances and reinforce-
ments headed towards the site.

“I was going toward my school. 
It (the attack) happened suddenly... 
the police arrived in the area fast and 
blocked the roads, not allowing any-
one to get to their homes,” Naweed, 
a student, told AFP.

IS claimed responsibility for the 
attack through its propaganda arm.

“Two IS attackers raid the Af-
ghan intelligence centre in Kabul,” 
the jihadists’ Amaq outlet reported.

The Afghan capital has become 
one of  the deadliest places in the war-
torn country for civilians in recent 
months, as the resurgent Taliban and 
increasingly IS both step up their at-
tacks, targeting security installations 
and mosques.

Security in Kabul has been 
ramped up since May 31 when a 
massive truck bomb ripped through 

the city’s diplomatic quarter, killing 
about 150 and wounding around 400 
people, mostly civilians.

No group has officially claimed 
responsibility for that attack, which 
the government has blamed on the 
Taliban-allied Haqqani Network.

Monday’s attack represents an-
other blow to beleaguered Afghan 
forces.

The Taliban have targeted mili-
tary installations in recent months, 
including a spate of  attacks in Oc-
tober that killed around 150 people.

Afghan forces, already beset 
by desertions and corruption, have 
seen casualties soar to what a US 
watchdog has described as “shock-
ingly high” levels since NATO forces 
officially ended their combat mission 
in 2014.

Morale has been further eroded 
by long-running fears that the mili-
tants have insider help -- everything 
from infiltrators in the ranks to cor-
rupt Afghan forces selling equipment 
to the Taliban.

Washington, Dec. 18 
(IANS):  US President 
Donald Trump has said he 
is not planning to fire Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Muel-
ler, who is investigating 
possible Russian meddling 
in the 2016 presidential 
election.

Returning to the White 
House from Camp David, 
Trump was asked on Sun-
day whether he intended 
to fire Mueller. “No, I’m 
not,” he told journalists, 
insisting that there was 
“no collusion whatsoever” 
between his campaign and 
Russia.

The President’s com-
ments came a day after 
a  lawyer representing 
Trump’s transition team 
accused Mueller of  wrong-
fully obtaining thousands 
of  emails sent and received 
by Trump officials before 
the start of  his administra-
tion, the Washington Post 

Washington, Dec. 18 (PTI/
AFP): The world’s busiest 
airport in the US city of  
Atlanta was slowly resum-
ing normal operations today 
after a power cut stranded 
thousands of  passengers 
and unleashed a storm of  
criticism.

With electricity out for 
about 11 hours, some pas-
sengers were unable to dis-
embark from their planes 
after landing, while those 
already inside the terminal 
crowded the darkened con-
courses where even some 
water fountains had report-
edly stopped working.

US carrier Delta, whose 
largest hub is in the southern 
city, said it expected 300 
more flight cancellations 
today, mostly morning ar-
rivals, “to give the operation 
there an opportunity to more 
quickly return to normal.” 

Delta said it had to scrap 
about 900 flights yesterday 
but expected its Atlanta 
schedule would return to 
normal by this afternoon.

Another carrier, South-
west, said it planned on op-
erating a regular Atlanta 
schedule today after it and 
all other carriers using the 
airport were affected by the 
power cut.

Flightview.com, which 
tracks air travel data, listed 
hundreds of  flights as de-
layed, canceled or diverted 

during the outage, but by 
this morning it also showed 
an increasing number of on-
time departures and arrivals.

“Good morning. Power 
restored at 12am; conces-
sionaires opening; TSA se-
curity lines open. Passengers 
urged to check airlines for 
flight info,” Hartsfield-Jack-
son Atlanta International 
Airport said on its Twitter 
account.

The Georgia Power 
company had earlier issued 
a statement saying “power 
had been restored for all 
essential airport activities 
including all concourses and 
flight operations.” 

It described the outage 
as “very rare.” Although the 
exact cause is not yet known, 
Georgia Power said prelimi-
nary investigation suggested 
that a fire damaged cables in 
the backup power system.

“No personnel or pas-
sengers were in danger at 
any time,” the company 
said.

Atlanta Mayor Kasim 
Reed issued an apology “to 
the thousands of passengers 
whose day has been disrupt-
ed,” The Atlanta Journal 
Constitution reported on its 
website.

Photos and videos from 
the airport showed people 
walking or sitting in crowded 
airport corridors, with win-
dows only partially cutting 

through the gloom.
A woman said she was 

waiting in the security line 
when “they turned off  the 
lights -- a few times they 
went off, and then finally 
they shut off completely.” 

One passenger, Mike 
Vizdos, told AFP that he 
and others got trapped on 
their aircraft because the 
power went out just as it 
reached the terminal gate 
after arriving from Costa 
Rica.

The airport earlier an-
nounced that it “sustained 
a power outage shortly after 
1:00 pm today (yesterday).” 

That led the Federal 
Aviation Administration to 
place a “ground stop” on 
flights bound for Atlanta, 
meaning they were held at 
the airports from which they 
were to depart.

“The FAA Tower can 
operate normally, however, 
departures are delayed be-
cause airport equipment in 
the terminals is not work-
ing,” it said.

Those stranded were 
not amused.“I haven’t eaten 
since 8AM central,” one 
person tweeted.

Others said they were 
waiting on the tarmac: “At-
lanta airport doesn’t have 
power. I’m trapped on the 
runway, I’m hungry, and 
slightly buzzed..... Send 
help!!!” 

London, Dec. 18 (PTI):The 
UK today announced ex-
tending a pilot student visa 
scheme to 23 more universi-
ties under which Indian and 
other non-EU students will 
get six months time to find 
a job after finishing their 
course.

The scheme was intro-
duced last year on a pilot 
basis in four British varsities 
-- Oxford, Bath, Cambridge 
and Imperial College Lon-
don.

Currently in its second 
year, the pilot scheme aims 
to streamline the process for 
international students look-
ing to study a Masters degree 
course of  13 months or less 
in the UK.

It also provides greater 
support for students who 
wish to switch to a work visa 
and take up a graduate role 
by allowing them to remain 
in the UK for six months 
after they have finished their 
course.

Universities taking part 
in the scheme are given re-

sponsibility for eligibility 
checks, which means that 
students have to submit few-
er documents than required 
in the current process along-
side their visa applications.

The additional 23 univer-
sities to benefit this scheme 
include two in Scotland, 
two in Wales, one in North-
ern Ireland and others from 
across England.

Announcing this, Brit-
ain’s Immigration Minister 
Brandon Lewis said “I am 
delighted to announce the 
expansion of  this pilot which 
is part of  our ongoing activ-
ity to ensure that our world-
leading institutions remain 
highly competitive”.

He also said that the UK 
continues to be the second 
most popular destination 
for international students 
and the number coming to 
study at our universities has 
increased by 24 per cent 
since 2010.

Under the scheme, all 
students will continue to 
require Home Office se-

curity and identity checks, 
but those applicants who 
do not meet the prescribed 
immigration rules will be 
refused.

Indian students account 
for approximately 9,600 vi-
sas granted in 2016 (or 7 
per cent), but in 2010 they 
accounted for around one 
in five of  visas granted at 
40,500.

Between April 2016 and 
April 2017, over 7,400 In-
dian students left Britain 
before the expiry of  their 
student visas with only 
2,209 choosing to extend 
their visas, according to the 
Office of  National Statistics 
data.

Professor Sir Keith Bur-
nett, President and Vice 
Chancellor of  the Univer-
sity of  Sheffield and founder 
of  the UK-wide #WeAre-
International campaign said: 
International students are 
crucial not only to UK schol-
arship and teaching, but they 
play a huge role in the life 
and economy of  towns and 

cities right across the UK.
“The extension of  the 

Tier-4 visa pilot is therefore 
very welcome for all those 
universities and students 
who will benefit from it.

“I also hope that the ex-
perience of  extending the 
pilot will give the UK the 
assurance it needs to further 
extend the pilot into main-
stream policy for the good of  
the many talented students 
from around the world who 
wish to study in the UK,” he 
added.

Burnett also said that we 
do know that more needs to 
be done.

The recent Home Of-
fice statistics show that the 
number of  students applying 
for visas increased by eight 
per cent over the last year, 
and there has been a nine per 
cent increase in the number 
of  students applying to Rus-
sell Group universities.

The recently included 23 
universities will be able to 
apply the pilot to their 2018-
19 intake.

Ja k a r t a ,  D e c.  1 8 
(IANS): Eight workers 
of  a sand pit in Indo-
nesia’s Central Java 
regency of  Magelang 
were killed in landslide 
on  Monday,  whi le 
eight others were res-
cued, Indonesia’s dis-
aster mitigation agency 
BNPB said.

T h e  a g e n c y ’ s 
spokesperson Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho said 
further search for other 
workers possibly buried 
in the landslide was 
underway involving a 
task force of  fire fight-
ers, military, police, 
volunteers and Mage-
lang disaster mitigation 
agency’s personnel, 
Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“ T h e r e  wa s  n o 
rain when the land-
slide took place. They 
were excavating the 

sand when it sudden-
ly occurred, burying 
the workers. We don’t 
know the exact number 
of  workers in the loca-
tion at that time,” Su-
topo said, adding that 
the landslide occurred 
at around 10:00 a.m. 
local time.

Deadly landslides 
in sand pits around the 
location have occurred 
several times previ-
ously. 

The almost -ver -
tical high sand walls 
in the pit were appar-
ently dangerous for the 
workers. “The area was 
more dangerous dur-
ing the rainy season,” 
Sutopo added.

Sand in the pit were 
sourced from materials 
emitted by the prov-
ince’s volcano, Mount 
Merapi ,  dur ing i t s 
eruptions years ago.

Beirut, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
A woman who worked at 
the UK embassy in Leba-
non was found dead at the 
side of  a highway here and 
a man has been arrested 
over the death, the police 
said.

The body of  30-year-
old Rebecca Dykes, who 
had been working at the 
Department of  Interna-
tional Development, was 
found by the side of  the 
Metn highway leading 
out of  the capital in the 
early hours of  Saturday 
morning, the Telegraph 
reported. 

A post-mortem sug-
gested she had been stran-
gled and police sources 
told the daily she had been 
sexually assaulted. 

The man, identified 
only by the initials T.H, 
was arrested at 3 a.m. on 
Monday. He was reported 
to be a local taxi driver. 

Dykes, from London, 
had been out at a bar on 
Friday night for the fare-
well party of  an embassy 
colleague in the central 
Gemmayzeh neighbour-
hood of  the city. 

She left with a friend 
before midnight, telling 
others she had an early 
flight home to catch for 
Christmas. 

The two women parted 
soon after and it is not clear 
what happened to Dykes 
during the four hours be-

fore she died around 4 
a.m. and her body dumped 
several miles away on the 
Metn highway.  Security 
sources told the daily that 
the murder does not ap-
pear to be politically mo-
tivated.

Dykes had been work-
ing in Beirut as the pro-
gramme and policy man-
ager for the Department 
for International Develop-
ment since January. She 
had worked for the For-
eign and Commonwealth 
Office since 2010, previ-
ously on Libya and Iraq. 

In a statement her fam-
ily said: “We are devas-
tated by the loss of  our 
beloved Rebecca. We are 
doing all we can to under-
stand what happened.”

Hugo Shorter, the Brit-
ish Ambassador to Leba-
non, said: “The whole em-
bassy is deeply shocked, 
saddened by this news. My 
thoughts are with Becky’s 
family, friends and col-
leagues for their tragic 
loss. 

“We’re providing con-
sular support to her family 
and working very closely 
with Lebanese authorities 
who are conducting police 
investigation.” 

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
branch of  Lebanon’s in-
ternal security forces, the 
intelligence department of  
the police, was conducting 
the investigation.

Islamabad, Dec. 18 (PTI): 
Underlining the need to be 
more serious on the issue 
of  environment, Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi today said 
the recent prevalence of  
smog should serve as an 
“eye-opener”.

He said climate change 
issue has become one of  
the biggest challenge for 
the mankind and has unit-
ed the international com-
munity for action against 
its possible fallouts.

“Pakistan is fully cog-
nizant of  its commitment 
towards the challenges of  
environment and was ef-
fectively dealing with the 
phenomenon of  green-
house effect,” Abbasi said 
while addressing the Sci-
ence Policy Conference on 
Climate Change.

Pakistan had only 1 
per cent of  the greenhouse 
footprint, he was quoted as 
saying in an official state-
ment. During this winter 
season, large swathes of  
Pakistan’s Punjab province 
remained engulfed in toxic 
smog, especially Baha-
walpur, Multan, Okara, 

Pakpattan, Chiniot and 
Faisalabad.

Several domestic and 
international flights were 
badly affected in Pakistan’s 
Punjab province due to 
smog and heavy fog which 
brought the visibility level 
to around zero.

The situation forced 
Pakistan’s Punjab province 
Chief  Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  to write to his In-
dian counterpart Captain 
Amarinder Singh to strike 
a “regional cooperation 
agreement” to tackle smog 
and pollution that has af-
fected people on both sides 
of  the border. At the con-
ference, Abbasi said Paki-
stan fortunately has a very 
clean energy niche with 50 
per cent of  its primary en-
ergy coming from gas and 
another 20 per cent from 
hydropower and other re-
newable resources.

Stressing that Pakistan 
has a zero import policy 
for furnace oil, Abbasi said 
that the power houses in 
the country are running on 
imported liquefied natural 
gas.

He also expressed con-

fidence that in the near 
future, the country’s power 
plants, running on furnace 
oil, would be using alterna-
tive fuel as it would miti-
gate the negative effects 
of  fuel.

Pakistan was already 
utilising the Euro-II diesel 
and petrol, he added.

Abbasi said Pakistan 
has a National Environ-
ment Policy and the gov-
ernment has allocated 
eight per cent of  its budget 
to fight the effects of  cli-
mate change.

He said that Parliament 
has also taken action and 
paved way in setting up 
of  the National Climate 
Change Authority and the 
National Climate Change 
Council.

Stressing that invest-
ment in reduction of  cli-
mate change effects was 
important being the global 
citizens, Abbasi said, “Pa-
kistan had ratified the Paris 
Agreement on Climate 
Change in 2015 and was 
following the principles 
therein to reduce the green-
house gas emissions by 20 
per cent.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
American recaptured after Bali 
prison break
Jakarta, Dec. 18 (IANS): Indonesian authorities 
have recaptured a US citizen accused of  drugs 
offences who escaped from a prison in Bali last 
week. Christian Beasley, 32, was caught on the 
neighbouring island of  Lombok. “He was arrested 
on Friday in one of  the homestays in Senggigi 
beach at Lombok,” Kerobokan prison chief  Tonny 
Nainggolan told the BBC on Monday. Before his 
prison break, he had been awaiting sentencing 
for allegedly receiving a package containing 5g of  
hashish. It was not clear how much jail time he was 
likely to get.He had escaped by climbing over a wall 
in the notorious Kerobokan prison with a fellow 
inmate who was recaptured immediately. Indonesia 
has very strict anti-drugs laws and frequently arrests 
foreigners on drug-related charges. The maximum 
sentence for drug trafficking is death. Kerobokan 
prison houses more than 1,300 inmates, three times 
its capacity. Jailbreaks are common in Indonesia, 
where most facilities are overcrowded and do not 
have enough security personnel.

10 killed in Bangladesh stampede 
Dhaka, Dec. 18 (IANS): At least 10 persons were 
crushed to death and over 50 injured on Monday in a 
stampede during a funeral rite of  a political leader in 
Bangladesh’s Chittagong city. The procession was that 
of  former Mayor Mohiuddin Chowdhury who was 
also a leader of  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s ruling 
Bangladesh Awami League party, bdnews24.com 
reported. The police said the toll could rise as several 
others were critically injured in the accident. The 
stampede occurred in Chittagong’s Rima Community 
Centre, one of  the 14 venues where the funeral ritual 
food was arranged, specially for non-Muslim people. 
With the crowd swelling out of  control, people jostled 
for space on the ramp outside the entrance forcing 
some visitors to fall only to be trampled on by those 
behind, volunteer Anup Das said. He was also injured. 
Most of  the victims reportedly died from suffocation. 
Asked whether enough security measures were taken, 
Chittagong Police Commissioner Iqbal Bahar said that 
it was not an issue of  security. “It’s not that clashes 
broke out. There was no lack of  security. People have 
been injured after falling on the ground in the crush 
of  people.”Chowdhury, who had served the city 
corporation for 16 years, died last Friday at the age 
of  73.

reported.
Trump criticised Muel-

ler for gaining access to 
those emails, telling report-
ers the situation was “not 
looking good”.

“It’s quite sad to see 
that,” Trump said. “My 
people were very upset 
about it.”

Mueller’s spokesman 
denied wrongdoing and 
some legal experts ques-

tioned the claim that the 
emails were improperly 
obtained.

The Special Counsel’s 
Office, which is investigat-
ing allegations of  collu-
sion between the Trump 
campaign and Russia, has 
faced increased scrutiny in 
recent weeks, with reports 
about potential political 
bias within Mueller’s team 
and reports of  potential 

conflicts of  interest within 
the Department of  Justice.

Several Democratic 
lawmakers had expressed 
concern, and on Friday 
the top Democrat on the 
House Intelligence Com-
mittee, Adam Schiff, said 
he feared Republ ican 
members wanted to shut 
the probe down.

However, the Presi-
dent’s advisers insisted 
that he is not directing his 
ire over the collusion probe 
at Mueller.

“As the White House 
has repeatedly and em-
phatically said for months, 
there is no consideration 
about firing or replacing 
the Special Counsel with 
whom the White House 
has fully cooperated in or-
der to permit a fully vetted 
yet prompt conclusion,” 
said Ty Cobb, a White 
House lawyer overseeing 
the Russia matter.

 Vienna, Dec. 18 (IANS): The new gov-
ernment of  Austria, a coalition formed 
by the conservative People’s Party (OVP) 
and the far-right Freedom Party (FPO), 
was sworn in on Monday amid protests 
in the capital.

Austrian President Alexander Van der 
Bellen, the former Green party leader, 
presided over the ceremony at Vienna’s 
Hofburg Palace. Sixteen members of  the 
new Cabinet took their seats, including 
new Chancellor Sebastian Kurz of  the 
OVP, Efe news reported.  

In the October 15 legislative elections, 
the OVP had won 31.5 per cent of  the 
vote and Kurz was tasked with forming a 
government, which led him to forge a coa-
lition with the FPO, a party known for its 
xenophobic, nationalist and euroskeptic 
views that had been backed by 26 per cent 
of  the electorate. 

 The entrance of  the far-right party into 
government was met with demonstrations 
in Vienna, where some 5,000 to 6,000 
people gathered to protest outside the 
presidential palace.

Bearing placards like “Don’t Let 
Nazis Govern”, the protesters included 

women’s groups and left-wing parties. 
Austrian police said in a tweet some 
“pyrotechnical” missiles were thrown by 
demonstrators.

“After throwing several pyrotechnical 
objects, they are being asked to stop doing 
so,” the police said. In a speech during 
the ceremony, Van der Bellen said he was 
aware that many people in the country 
saw the new government’s plans positively, 
while many others were skeptical or re-
jected them.

However, he insisted that despite his 
political differences with the ruling parties, 
they had all managed to agree on several 
important points, such as the continuation 
of  Austria’s foreign policies, its continua-
tion within the EU and enshrining rights 
and liberties as fundamental values.

Kurz and FPO leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache had announced on Friday that 
they had reached an agreement to rule 
together for five years.

Of  the 16 new Cabinet members, 
nine are from the FPO, including Foreign 
Minister Karin Kneissl, Interior Minis-
ter Herbert Kickl and Defence Minister 
Mario Kunasek.

Washington, Dec. 18 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump 
and her husband Jared Kushner have been 
hit with a lawsuit alleging illegal omissions 
on their public financial disclosure forms.

The couple, both serving as advisers in 
the White House, are facing a lawsuit from 
lawyer Jeffrey Lovitky, who claimed they 
both didn’t include assets from 30 investment 
funds they were a part of, Politico magazine 
reported.

The lawyer also alleged Ivanka Trump 
and her husband didn’t identify the income 
they received from two other investment 
groups. Lovitky stated that for several invest-
ment funds, Kushner did not list the assets 
because of  a “pre-existing confidentiality 
agreement”.

“The (Ethics in Government Act) does 
not allow a reporting individual to refuse to 
disclose the underlying assets of an invest-

ment vehicle on the basis that such disclosure 
would violate a pre-existing confidentiality 
agreement”, the lawsuit read. 

“Nor does the EIGA allow a reporting 
individual to refuse to disclose the amount 
of income derived from any underlying as-
set of an investment vehicle on the basis that 
such disclosure would violate a pre-existing 
confidentiality agreement,” it said.

Kushner has amended his financial 
disclosure form multiple times since it was 
filed in March, revealing dozens of  assets 
that were initially left off the form. He has 
said the assets were “inadvertently omitted.”

Kushner and Ivanka Trump were also 
fined for submitting late filings.

Lovitky had also sued President Trump 
over his financial disclosure form alleging 
that he failed to show how responsible he 
was for debts he listed on a form filed during 
the 2016 campaign.
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D
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Afterwards, the wedding dress train was cut into segments and sold, and all the money was donated to 
charities. (Reuters)

Chipanger, front-man of the gospel band Powerfaith from Kohima has 
recently released his debut single in Ao dialect. His debut “Yongar” 
is a song about longing/yearning for God and how our hearts can be 
restless until we find our rest in Jesus who is the way and the truth 
and the life. The song also speaks of no matter what our circumstanc-
es are; Jesus cares about us and has the power to transform our lives 
in an abundant manner if we will allow Him.

Oprah Winfrey, Rob Lowe fear losing homes in LA wildfire

Shree Saini crowned Miss India USA 2017

All ‘isms’ are about individual 
or group’s ego — Will Smith

Travis Scott fan detained by security

BBC orders Harvey Weinstein feature documentary

Esha Gupta to own a football team

Gene Simmons denies sexual 
misconduct accusations

World’s longest wedding dress 
train sets Guinness Record

Chat show host Oprah Winfrey and actor Rob Lowe have expressed the fear that their 
homes and communities could be burnt in the deadly wildfire that has scorched the US 
state of California for nearly two weeks. Winfrey tweeted: “Still praying for our little town. 
Winds picked up this morning creating a perfect storm of bad for firefighters.” Lowe, who 
played Sam Seaborn in “The West Wing”, shared a picture on Instagram, showing the 
blaze, called the Thomas fire, raging in the hills behind his home, reported thesun.co.uk.
He said: “Our house. Approx 7:30 a.m. (Saturday). Pray for Santa Barbara.” The blaze 
has burned over 267,000 acres (108,000 hectares), making it the third-largest in the state’s 
history. Several celebrities like Drew Barrymore, Patrick Stewart and Ellen DeGeneres 
are known to have homes in Montecito, which is in the coastal foothills north-west of Los 
Angeles. (IANS)

S
hree Saini, a resident of  
Washington state, was 
crowned Miss India 
USA 2017. 

The 21-year-old, 
who is a student at the Universi-
ty of Washington, said she wants 
to lead a life dedicated to service. 

Shree, who had a pacemaker 
implanted at the age of 12 and 
was told that she would never be 
able to dance, is an inspiration 
for all. 

A victim of bullying in high 
school, she has been campaign-
ing against the oppressive 
behaviour.

“I believe in working togeth-
er to create a hole that is greater 
than the sum of its parts,” Shree 
said, whose parents migrated to 
the US from Punjab.

She said she wants to elimi-
nate human trafficking and work 
towards promoting the impor-
tance of emotional well-being in 
the society.

Prachi Singh, a 22-year-old 
medical student from Con-
necticut was declared the first 
runner-up, while North Caroli-
na’s Fareena became the second 

runner-up at Miss India USA 
2017 pageant.

At the beauty pageant, 
cancer surgeon Kavita Malhotra 
Pattani from Florida was de-
clared Mrs India USA 2017.

Prerna was the first runner-
up while Ishwarya was declared 
the second runner-up for this 
title.

Swapna Mannam, 17, from 

New Jersey was crowned with 
Miss Teen India USA 2017.

While Simran was the first 
runner-up, Kritika bagged the 
sash as the second runner-up.

More than 50 contestants 
from over two dozen states 
participated in the three different 
pageants - Miss India USA, Miss 
Teen India USA and Mrs India 
USA.

Started by New York-based 
eminent Indian Americans 
Dharmatma Saran and Neelam 
Saran, under the banner of India 
Festival Committee around 36 
years ago, Miss India USA is the 
longest running Indian pageant 
outside India.

Winners of the pageants here 
have gone on to act in various 
Bollywood movies.

“It has evolved over the 
years. Earlier, the participants 
of  pageants presented their 
talent around Bollywood dance 
and songs and classical dances. 
But now pageant participants 
come out with their own in-
novations.

“In addition to Bollywood 
dance and songs on stage, they 
give speeches, do motivational 
speaking, mono acting, sing 
popular American songs, hip-
hop, fusion music and even do 
real time painting,” Dharmatma 
Saran told PTI.

The Indian Diaspora in the 
United States is comprised of  
over 3.5 million individuals.

Attending the pageant for the 
first time as a judge, emerging 
Indian actor from Costa Rica, 
Prabhakar Saran said the diver-
sity and richness of talent of  
these young Indian Americans 
makes the Diaspora proud. 

It is “amazing to see” how 
young Indian Americans have 
not only preserved but also 
helped the rich Indian culture 
thrive, he said.

PTI H
ollywood star 
Will Smith 
is in India 
to promote 
his Netflix 

movie “Bright” and the 
actor today said all the 
ideologies are governed by 
an individual or group’s 
need to feel superior than 
others.

The 49-year-old actor, 
who stars as “racist” hu-
man cop in sci-fi action-
crime drama, said it was 
interesting to be on the 
other side.

He said his role in the 
Netflix movie made him 
understand that even the 
struggle to get rid of these 
ideologies is motivated by 
this sense of superiority.

“What I realised - it’s 
not just racism, it’s all the 
‘isms’ (the ideologies). Rac-
ism, sexism, class-ism, na-
tionalism - all of the -isms 
are about the individual 
or group’s ego struggle for 
comparative superiority. 
Everybody wants to feel 
like they are better than 
somebody. Even a fight 
against racism is laced with 
an individual’s need to feel 
superior.

“I never saw it that way. 
So, both sides of any -ism, 
one of them is winning, so 
you’re having an argu-
ment that is winning, so 
the other side feels inferior. 
Both sides are struggling 
for superiority,” Smith said 
at a media round table 
here.

The actor is currently 
in India along with the 
director of the movie, 
David Ayer, and co-stars 
Joel Edgerton and Noomi 
Rapace.

Smith said while play-
ing the character he, for the 
first time, understood “the 
negative reaction to the 
word, diversity.” 

“We say ‘diversity’, as 

if we mean ‘equality’, But 
really what diversity means 
- I’m going to use this term 
for me to get higher than 
you,” he added.

Smith said the debate 
about racism has become 
more complicated for 
him post the film as it has 
made him aware about the 
consequences of the fight 
for “superiority”.

“This role - really made 
me see that it is really 
difficult, almost what feels 
like a covert struggle for su-
periority and the problem 
got more complex -- can’t 
say it got a lot easier in my 
mind, it got difficult.

“But looking at racism 
from this perspective... I 
comprehended the aspects 
of fear, ignorance and the 
individual and collective 
struggle that perpetuates 
and precipitates the vio-
lence,” he said. The actor, 
however, said the film does 
not aim at highlighting 
the issues like racism, but 
focuses on “how poorly we 
treat one another”.

“I think that anytime 
you’re creating, you 
can’t help but the world 
makes its way into the art. 
We didn’t talk about it 
specifically in those terms. 
We talked more specifi-
cally about the overarching 
social ideas of mistreat-
ment and how poorly we 
treat one another. That was 
part of what David (Ayer) 
wanted to illustrate in the 
film,” Smith said when 
asked whether his fan-
tasy action was about the 
present day America.

“It’s like we were 
saying (in the film) the 
Dark Lord is coming. We 
weren’t thinking of Donald 
Trump,” he quipped. 

“Bright” is set to be 
released on Netflix on 
December 22.

PTI

A 
male fan of  
Travis Scott 
was detained 
after he along 
with another 

man tried to get on stage to 
meet the rapper at the Cali 
Christmas concert here.

In a video, Scott, 25, 
could be heard telling the 
security to “ease up” when 
they tried to take down the 
two fans at the event on 
Saturday, reports tmz.com.

While one concert-goer 
appeared to be locked in 
a “vicious chokehold” by 

a security guard, fans 
screamed “let him go” in 
videos shared on social 
media from the event.

The guard was not 
part of Scott’s personal 
staff. 

According to 
tmz.com, the 
two fans tried 
to get closer 
to the rapper. 
One was released 
but the other was 
dragged away by his 
neck.

IANS

U
K public broadcast-
er BBC has ordered 
a feature-length 
documentary on 
the rise and fall of  

producer Harvey Weinstein.
The documentary will include 

interviews with “the many 
actresses who have been brave 
enough to tell their stories” sexual 

harassment and assault scandal, 
as well as producers, directors, 
actors, agents, lawyers, journalists 
and others, reported Variety.

The 90-minute film, directed 
by Ursula MacFarlane, has the 
working title “Weinstein” and 
will air on BBC Two.

Production company 
Lightbox, founded by Academy 

Award- winning producer Simon 
Chinn and Emmy Award winner 
Jonathan Chinn, said it wants the 
documentary to tell “the defini-
tive story of Weinstein’s career, 
fall from grace and Hollywood’s 
culture of abuse.” 

“As a little 
bit of an 
(indus-

try) insider, I was fascinated with 
the story as it unfolded and not a 
little shocked. As much as people 
knew a lot about Harvey and his 
reputation, there was plenty that 
we didn’t know,” Simon said.

Chinn, who has met the 
disgraced mogul once, said the 
BBC Two documentary would 
retell the Weinstein story in light 

of recent revelations and in the 
context of the wider culture in 
Hollywood.

Tom McDonald, head of  
commissioning, natural history 
and specialist factual at the BBC, 
said that the project “promises 
to be the definitive take on the 
Weinstein scandal.

PTI

A
ctress Esha Gupta 
is currently working 
to form her own 
women football 
team as she wants 

to create and promote awareness 
about girls playing the sport.

“I feel if you love something 
enough, fight for it and achieve it. 
There are so many girls in villages 
and small city who have a hid-
den talent but are not confident 
enough to play so this initiative 
of forming a team will help these 
girls,” Esha said in a statement.

A source said that the actress 
is looking for “women football 

players who don’t get an opportu-
nity to showcase their talent.”

“As there are rules created 
that prohibit girls from playing 
contact sports due to safety and 
‘touching’ concerns, Esha feel 
these rules are unfair. The actress 
feels everybody should get an 
opportunity to do what they 
like,” the source added. 
Esha was last seen on 
screen in the film 
“Commando 2: The 
Black Money Trail” 
starring Vidyut Jam-
mwal and Adah Sharma. 

IANS

K
iss bassist Gene Simmons 
has denied accusations 
of sexual misconduct in 
response to a lawsuit filed by 
a Jane Doe.

“Friends, I intend to defend myself  
against any alleged charges you may have 
been reading about in the media. For the 
record, I did not assault 
the person making 
these accusations 
in the manner 
alleged in the 
complaint or 
harm her in 
any way,” 
Simmons 
tweeted, 
reports 
variety.
com.

“I am 
confer-
ring 
with my 
lawyers 
with the 
aim of  
vigor-

ously countering these allegations. And, 
I look forward to my day in court where 
the evidence will prove my innocence,” he 
added. 

According to the lawsuit filed by Doe 
on December 15, Simmons made “several 
aggressive, unwanted sexual advances 
despite Jane Doe’s active and clear dis-
couragement”. 

The lawsuit states that during the 
interview, Simmons “reached over 

and grabbed Doe’s hand and force-
fully, placed it on his knee”. Doe 

withdrew her hand, “feeling that 
this was an unwanted sexual 
advance”, but Simmons con-
tinued to reach for it. 

Simmons also allegedly 
made salacious comments 
at Doe and “flicked/struck” 
her throat, at which time 
Doe ended the interview 
which was taking place at a 
restaurant in California. 

Simmons also “reached 
towards Doe’s bottom 

and touched it” 
later.

IANS

A 
Guinness 
World Record 
has been set 
in France for 
the world’s 

longest wedding dress 
train, measuring over 8,095 
metres long.

Construction company 
Dynamic Projects, with 
the help of 15 volunteers, 
spent two months stitching 
individual pieces of the 
train before sewing them all 

together to form a whole.
The team also incorpo-

rated part of the previous 
record- breaking garment 
that measured 1,203.9 
metres.

The wedding dress 
was unveiled in Caudry, a 
French town famous for its 
production of lace, 11 years 
after the Guinness World 
Records title was first set 
there.

The measuring was 

overseen by professional 
surveyor Christophe Du-
mont of French surveying 
firm Cabinet Caron- Brif-
faut and Guinness World 
Records adjudicator Rob 
Molloy, who presented a 
certificate to the company.

Afterwards, the wed-
ding dress train was cut 
into segments and sold, 
and all the money was 
donated to charities.

PTI
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Rohit Sharma

Mo Farah poses with his award after being crowned Sports Personal-
ity of the Year.

LeBron James posted his fourth triple-double in five games with 20 
points, 12 rebounds and 15 assists as the streaking Cleveland Cavaliers 
defeated the Washington Wizards 106-99.

The organisers with the winners and other after the closing ceremony on Dec. 17.
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FC Barcelona’s Luis Suarez, second left, celebrates after scoring with his teammate Lionel Messi during the Spanish La Liga soccer match 
between FC Barcelona and Deportivo Coruna at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain on Sunday.   

AP/PTI

Kaka

Manik Bhattacharjee memorial open 
night badminton tourney culminates

James sparks Cavaliers to win over WizardsRohit Sharma enters top 
5 spot in ODI rankings

Selection in football for 
admission into sports academy

Brazilian football legend Kaka retires

Barcelona, Atletico take advantage of 
Real’s absence in La Liga weekend

Farah crowned BBC Sports Personality of the Year

Man City ‘planning talks’ to extend Guardiola’s contract

Madrid, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona enjoyed 
an easy 4-0 win at home 
against Deportivo la Coru-
na to stretch their lead at the 
top of the La Liga football 
championship to six points 
over second placed Atletico 
Madrid, eight over Valencia 
and 11 over Real Madrid.

Barcelona led 2-0 at 
halftime thanks to goals 
from Luis Suarez and Paull-

inho, before Suarez made 
it 3-0 soon after the break 
on Sunday night, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Lionel Messi had a pen-
alty saved and Paulinho net-
ted his second after a Suarez 
shot hit the post and the 
final score would have been 
bigger if  the former hadn’t 
hit the woodwork on three 
separate occasions.

The only setback for 

Barca was a muscle injury to 
Paco Alcacer which means 
he will miss next weekend’s 
Clasico against Real Ma-
drid, who didn’t play this 
weekend as they were in the 
World Club Championship 
in Abu Dhabi.

Meanwhile, Fernando 
Torres scored the only goal 
of the game as Atletico Ma-
drid moved to second place 
in the La Liga on Saturday 

night following a 1-0 win 
at home against Deportivo 
Alaves.

Atletico’s win took 
them above Valencia who 
fell to their second consecu-
tive away defeat as they lost 
1-2 against Eibar in a rainy 
Ipurua Stadium.

Girona’s incredible sea-
son continued as they de-
feated Getafe 1-0 to move 
into contention for a place 

London, Dec. 18 (AFP): 
Manchester City are plan-
ning talks with manager 
Pep Guardiola at the end 
of the season as the Premier 
League leaders seek to tie 
him to a long-term deal, 
reports said on Monday.

City are 11 points clear 
of nearest challengers Man-
chester United, are on a 
record run of 16 consecutive 
wins in England’s top flight 
and through to the Champi-

ons League knockout phase 
after comfortably winning 
their group.

Guardiola, 46, is half-
way through his three-year 
deal at City but the club 
hierarchy are reportedly con-
fident the former Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich boss 
can be persuaded to stay 
longer. Guardiola said last 
month that he was happy at 
City and his contract, which 
expires in 2019, was “not a 

big issue”.
City failed to mount a se-

rious title challenge in Guar-
diola’s much-hyped first 
season in England, finishing 
a disappointing third. They 
also exited the Champions 
League in the first knockout 
round.

But the club invested 
heavily in new players dur-
ing the summer and look 
certain to romp away with 
the Premier League title 

even though the season still 
has five months to run.

The Times newspaper 
said there was an acceptance 
that when Guardiola arrived 
in Manchester last year he 
might not stay beyond his 
three-year deal but there is 
optimism he will make a 
longer-term commitment.

The report said Guar-
diola was enjoying working 
with chief executive Ferran 
Soriano and director of foot-

ball Txiki Begiristain, both 
of whom previously worked 
at Barcelona.

Guardiola quit Barce-
lona in 2012 despite four 
trophy-laden seasons to re-
charge his batteries.

Following a sabbatical 
with his family in New York, 
he returned to management 
in Germany, leading Bayern 
to three consecutive Bundes-
liga titles before moving to 
City in 2016.

Los Angeles, Dec. 18 
(AFP):  LeBron James 
posted his fourth triple-
double in five games with 
20 points, 12 rebounds and 
15 assists as the streak-
ing Cleveland Cavaliers 
defeated the Washington 
Wizards 106-99 on Sun-
day.

Kevin Love scored a 
team-high 25 points, while 
Jeff  Green had 15 points 
for the Cavaliers who have 
won 18 of  19, including 
their past five NBA games.

The Eastern Confer-
ence giants engaged in a 
hard-fought battle as the 
teams were tied at the end 
of  the second and third 
quarters.

James’s three-pointer 
early in the fourth quarter 
put the Cavaliers in front 
for good and sparked an 
8-0 run.

“The game is just very, 
very slow to me right 
now,” James said.

“I’m playing the game 
at a snail’s pace and I’m 
able to see everything and 
see things happen before 
they happen. Put the ball 

Dimapur, Dec. 18 (EMN): The closing cer-
emony of Manik Bhattacharjee Memorial 
2nd Open Night Badaminton Tournament 
organised by Hindu Yuva Sanga was held 
on Dec. 17 with Gopal Sharma as the chief  
guest of the event.

The chief  referees of  the tournament 

were C. Tinu Pongen and Tsüktimeren 
Jamir. 36 shuttlers participated in the tour-
nament with Lepzungtoshi and Bentilo 
Kath emerging the winners from Category 
A and B. Runner-up of  the event were 
Bendangyanger and Ademe Liegise from 
Category A and Category B.

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 8 
(EMN): The directorate 
of  youth resources and 
sports through its Director 
Imtirenla Jamir in a press 
note stated that the selec-
tion test for admission into 
Sports Academy, Dimapur 
in the discipline of  football 

(boys) from 12 to 14 years 
will be held from Jan. 17 
till the 19th, 2018 from 10 
am at the State Stadium, 
Dimapur.

The prescribed applica-
tion form can be obtained 
from the Directorate of  
Youth Resources & Sports, 

Kohima during off ice 
hours. Application along 
with attested copy of  birth 
certificate for proof  of  age, 
entry fee of  INR 100 and 
2 (two) copies of  latest 
passport size photo should 
reach the under signed on 
or before Jan. 10, 2018.

Rio de Janeiro,  Dec. 
18 (IANS): Brazil leg-
end Kaka, a 2002 FIFA 
World Cup winner, has 
announced his retirement 
from football at the age of  
35, more than two months 
after playing his last match 
for Orlando City.

The former AC Milan 
and Real Madrid attack-
ing midfielder on Sunday 
revealed his decision on 
social media, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

“It was much more 
than I could have ever 
imagined,” Kaka wrote. 
“Thank you! I’m now 
ready for the next jour-
ney.”

Capped 95 times for 
his country, Kaka was a 
part of  the Brazil squad 
that won the 2002 World 
Cup and was voted the 
FIFA world player of  the 
year in 2007. Kaka scored 
29 times for Brazil.

He began his career 
at Sao Paulo FC in 2001, 
but it was at AC Milan 
-- whom he joined in 2003 
- where he left his greatest 
mark.

In a glittering six-year 
spell, he led the Italian gi-
ants to the 2003-04 Scudet-
to, the 2004 Supercoppa 
Italiana, the 2007 UEFA 
Super Cup, the 2007 FIFA 
Club  World  Cup and 
the 2006-07 Champions 
League title.

Kaka moved to Real 
Madrid in 2009 for 67 mil-
lion euros, and although 
he never quite reached the 
heights of  his Milan years, 
he helped the Spanish club 
to the 2010-11 Copa del 
Rey and the 2011-12 La 
Liga title.

in Europe thanks to Cristian 
Stuani’s fifth minute goal.

The Catalans’ win mo-
mentarily lifted them into 
sixth place in the table, but 
that only lasted for four 
hours before Villarreal re-
claimed the final European 
place with a 1-0 win away 
over Celta Vigo.

Both sides were missing 
key players, but Celta suf-
fered without Spain interna-
tional Iago Aspas and Pablo 
Fornals’ first ever goal for 
Villarreal was enough to 
give them all three points.

Espanyol looked to be 
cruising to an away victory 
as they led 2-0 away against 
struggling Las Palmas with 
just 13 minutes remaining 
only to allow the home side 
to draw level through Loric 
Remi and Calleri. 

Las Palmas would have 
won had it not been for Pau 
Lopez’s stunning 96th-min-
ute save to deny a Jonathan 
Viera penalty.

The Basque derby in 
Bilbao’s San Mames be-
tween Athletic Club Bilbao 
and Real Sociedad was less 
thrilling and ended 0-0 in a 
match where tension and 
tackles held the edge over 
football.

The best news from the 
0-0 draw between Sevilla 
and Levante was the for-
mer’s coach Eduardo Ber-
izzo’s return just 17 days 
after a cancer operation.   

on time, on target.
“To have teammates 

that complement my pass-
ing is the ultimate dream 
for a guy like myself.”

Green’s three-point 
play capped the surge as 
Cleveland led 95-89 with 
6:55 remaining.

Bradley Beal scored 

27 points for the Wizards, 
who had won two in a row.

John  Wal l  had  15 
points and 10 rebounds. 
Washington  made  12 
three-pointers but finished 
nine of  16 on free throws.

Elsewhere,  the  re -
surgent Detroit Pistons 
equalled a franchise record 

Dubai, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
India opener Rohit Sharma 
has climbed to the fifth spot 
amongst batsmen in the 
latest International Cricket 
Council (ICC) One-Day 
International (ODI) player 
rankings released here on 
Monday.

The right-handed bats-
man has gained two slots 
and crossed the 800-point 
mark for the first time after 
leading India to a 2-1 ODI 
series victory against Sri 
Lanka, according to a re-
lease by the ICC. 

The 30-year-old had ear-
lier enjoyed a career-high 
ranking of  being on the 
third spot in February. He 
reached a personal high of  
825 points after the second 
match in Mohali when he 
struck an unbeaten 208 
to record his third ODI 
double-century. He ended 
the series with 816 points.

Rohit’s opening part-
ner Shikhar Dhawan, who 
was named player of  the 
series, too has gained one 

with 17 three-pointers en 
route to 114-110 win over 
the shorthanded Orlando 
Magic.Forward Reggie 
Bullock scored a career-
high 20 points for the Pis-
tons who made 50 percent 
of  their attempts from be-
yond the arc and won their 
third consecutive game 
after losing seven straight.

Playing  the  Magic 
seems to bring out the 
best in 26-year-old Ameri-
can Bullock. His previous 
high also came against 
Orlando, when he scored 
17 points last season.

Bullock made eight 
of  10 shots from the floor 
Sunday continuing to take 
advantage of  his expanded 
role under coach Stan Van 
Gundy.

He was added to the 
starting lineup four games 
ago and his scoring boost 
has coincided with the 
Pistons’ latest win streak.

Tobias Harris, Reg-
gie Jackson and Anthony 
Tolliver scored 17 points 
apiece for the Pistons.

Andre  Dr ummond 
contributed 12 points for 

Detroit, which led by 24 
in the fourth quarter but 
gave up 19 unanswered 
points before holding on 
for the win.

Detroit starting shoot-
ing guard Avery Bradley 
missed his second consec-
utive game due to a right 
adductor strain.

Forward Mario Hezon-
ja scored a career-high 28 
points for Orlando, which 
has dropped five straight.

Nikola Vucevic sup-
plied 24 points and 14 
rebounds, and Jonathon 
Simmons had 23 points.

Both  of  Or lando’s 
leading scorers missed 
the game. Forward Aar-
on Gordon was sidelined 
because of  a calf  strain, 
while guard Evan Fournier 
sat out for the fifth con-
secutive game with a right 
ankle sprain.

In Toronto, DeMar 
DeRozan led a balanced 
attack with 21 points as the 
Toronto Raptors defeated 
the Sacramento Kings 108-
93. The Raptors also beat 
the Kings last Sunday in 
Sacramento.

The p laymaker  re -
turned to Milan for the 
2013-14 season and en-
joyed a successful five-
month loan spell with Sao 
Paulo before finishing his 
career at Orlando City.

Some of  the current 
and former footballers 
paid their tributes to Kaka.

K a k a ’s  AC  M i l a n 
teammate and then club 
captain Paolo Maldini 
wrote on Facebook: “My 
friend, it was a real plea-
sure to play and win with a 
champion like you, togeth-
er we have lived wonderful 
years and I’m sure life will 
hold you other great emo-
tions. Obrigado Kaká.”

Real Madrid captain 
Sergio Ramos said: Thank 
you, Kaká. It has been a 
pleasure to share this jour-
ney with you. Good luck 
with your new projects. 
Take care, my friend.”

AC Milan and Juven-
tus legend Andrea Pirlo 
said: “It’s been a plea-
sure playing with you and 
watching you playing. My 
very best wishes for the 

future! @KAKA.”
Italy’s 2006 world Cup-

winning captain Fabio 
Cannavaro said: “You 
were a great opponent ..... 
Thanks for everything. 
#legend @KAKA.”

Spain and Barcelona 
great David Villa wrote 
on Twitter: “It was a plea-
sure to have shared this 
beautiful sport with you, 
@Kaka.

Chelsea striker Alvaro 
Morata felt football will 
miss Kaka. “Football will 
miss you ... thanks for ev-
erything you taught me!!,” 
Morata, a product of  Real 
Madrid academy, said.

Kaka’s boyhood club 
Sao Paulo said: “When 
they stop playing, idols do 
not retire, they enter into 
history. More than goals 
and titles, what remains 
is the legacy of  dedica-
tion, professionalism and 
affection. Thank you for 
taking part in such special 
moments. The doors of  
your house will always be 
open, @KAKA #Thank 
youKaka.”

London, Dec. 18 (Re-
uters): Britain’s Olympic 
and world champion Mo 
Farah capped his final sea-
son as a track athlete by 
winning the BBC Sports 
Personality of  the Year 
award on Sunday.

The distance runner, 
who won his sixth world 
championships gold medal 
in London this year when 
he triumphed in the 10,000 
metres, was named the 
winner ahead of  second-
placed superbike rider Jon-
athan Rea and para athlete 
Jonnie Peacock.

Pre-event favourites, 
world heavyweight box-
ing champion Anthony 
Joshua and Formula One 
world title holder Lewis 
Hamilton, failed to make 
the top three.

Farah, who was born 
in Somalia and moved to 
Britain at the age of  eight, 

won 5,000m and 10,000m 
gold at the 2012 and 2016 
Olympics as well as six 
world titles in those dis-
tances.

The 34-year-old, who 
ended his track career this 
year to concentrate on road 
running, looked stunned 
when he was awarded the 
trophy by his step-daughter 
Rihanna in a studio in Lon-
don.

He was denied the 
chance to tell viewers how 
he felt as the BBC’s live sat-
ellite link to the ceremony 
in Liverpool’s Echo Arena 
cut out seconds later.

After the show went off  
air, Farah, appearing close 
to tears, spoke to those 
inside the arena saying he 
was shocked to win due 
to the quality of  the other 
athletes.

“It is pretty amazing 
and hard to think about. I 

didn’t imagine I was every 
going to win this but... any-
thing can happen. If  you 
work hard you can achieve 
your dreams.

Other winners included:
Overseas Sports Person-
ality of the Year - Swiss 
Roger Federer for winning 
a record eighth Wimbledon 
tennis title and taking his 
overall grand slam tally to 
a record 19
Lifetime Achievement - 
retired Olympic heptathlete 
champion Jessica Ennis-
Hill
Coach of the Year - Benke 
Blomkvist, Stephen Magu-
ire and Christian Malcolm 
for guiding Britain’s men’s 
4x100m team to world gold
Team of the Year - Eng-
land women’s cricket team 
for winning the World Cup 
by beating India in the 
final.

slot to reach 14th position 
after aggregating 168 runs 
including an unbeaten 100 
in Visakhapatnam. 

Dhawan had slammed 
68 in the second match, fig-
uring in a 115-run opening 
stand with Sharma.

Among the bowlers, leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal 
has moved up 23 places to 
take 28th place after finish-
ing with six wickets in the 
series. 

Chinaman Kuldeep Ya-
dav has moved up 16 places 
to take a career-best 56th 
slot while all-rounder Har-

dik Pandya has gained 10 
slots to also reach a career-
best 45th position.

For the visiting side, 
Upul Tharanga has gained 
15 places to reach 36th 
position among batsmen 
with his current tally of 571 
points his highest in five 
years. Niroshan Dickwella 
has gained seven places to 
take 37th position.

Pacer Suranga Lak-
mal (up 14 places to 22nd) 
and all-rounder Angelo 
Mathews (up nine places to 
45th) have moved up in the 
list for bowlers.



Cameron Watson

Players of Shillong Lajong FC and Aizawl FC during their I-League match in Aizawl on Monday.

Chris Gayle promises to inject the aggression and confidence lacking 
so far during the West Indies tour of New Zealand.
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Vinay Tiwari flagging off the first Goodwill Rally in Imphal on Monday.
EM Images

Winners FC Kubolong with the organisers on Monday.
EM Images

Australia's Josh Hazlewood, center, holds up the ball after taking 5 wickets against England during the final day of their Ashes cricket test 
match in Perth, Australia on Monday.

AP/PTI

Australia defeat England 
in third Test, regain Ashes

FC Kubolong wins fifth 
Khanimu football trophy

First Goodwill car rally flagged off in Imphal

Windies pin hopes on Gayle 
force for New Zealand ODIs

Mohun Bagan rope in 
Australian midfielder Watson

Taking care of boxing 
legend—Army

Aizawl suffers defeat against Shillong Lajong FC in I-League

Perth, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
Australia reclaimed the cov-
eted Ashes urn after defeat-
ing England by an innings 
and 41 runs on the final day 
of  the third cricket Test at 
the WACA stadium here on 
Monday.

With the win, the Kan-
garoos also took an unas-
sailable 3-0 lead in the five-

match rubber, reports Efe.
"Captaining an Ashes-

winning side is an amaz-
ing feeling... It's a moment 
that we have been looking 
forward to for a long time," 
Australia captain Steve 
Smith said after the match.

Rain washed out the 
entire first session of  play, 
and England's first innings 

heroes, Dawid Malan and 
Jonny Bairstow, walked out 
after lunch with the score 
reading 132/4, still needing 
127 runs to make the hosts 
bat again.

Josh Hazlewood re-
moved Bairstow in his first 
ball of  the day with one 
that kept low and uprooted 
the stumps, and then later 

accounted for Malan and 
Craig Overton, which took 
his wicket count to five, 
while Nathan Lyon snared 
a defensive Moeen Ali leg 
before wicket for 11 off  66 
deliveries.

Pat Cummins was re-
lentless with his raw pace, 
bouncing out the English 
tail as he got Chris Woakes 

Aizawl, Dec. 18 (PTI): 
Khasi winger Redeem 
Tlang scored the solitary 
goal as Shillong Lajong 
snapped the unbeaten run 
of Aizawl with a 1-0 win in 
the first Northeast Derby 
of  the I- League season 
here today.

In a hard-fought en-
counter, Redeem Tlang 
scored in the 60 minute to 
help Shillong Lajong FC 
secure their third win of  
the season.

The win gives Lajong 
the much needed three 
points and with this win 
they move to the second 
position in the league table. 
They are equal on points 
with leaders Minerva Pun-
jab FC but have played one 
game more than the league 
leaders.

Aizawl, who had man-
aged to garner 25 points 
from the possible 27 points 
at home last season, made 
only one change to the 
team that faced Churchill 
Brother  with Lalbiak 
Thanga filling the gap left 
by injured David Rinmua-
na.

Lajong's coach Non-
gbet made two changes, 
replacing captain Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia and Alen 
Deory in the starting XI 
with Shaibor Karpan and 
Kynsailang Khongsit re-
spectively.

Rajiv Gandhi Stadium 

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 18 (EMN): The fifth 
Khanimu five men football tournament 
culminated at Khanimu village multi-
purpose ground with C Phuniang EAC 
Kubolong as the chief  guest and Aien Ao 
as the guest of  honour on Monday. 

The champion of  this year’s edition 
was FC Kubolong with Khanimu Citizen 

Club (A) taking the runner-up position. 
The annual football trophy was organised 
by Khanimu Citizen Club.

Individual prizes
Best player - Yapang Aier (Khanimu 

Citizen Club ‘A’)
Best defender - Sari (Amongba Memo-

rial Club)  
Best goalkeeper - Along (FC Kubolong)      

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 18 (EMN): 
The first Goodwill Car 
Rally, organised by Sainik 
School Imphal Alumni As-
sociation Adventure Club 
(SSIAA), was flagged off by 
Principal Capt (IN) Vinay 
Tiwari of  Sainik School 
Imphal from the premises 
of the School at Pangei near 
Imphal on Monday. The 
rally, to be organised annu-
ally, was conceptualised by 
the SSIAA as a venture to 
evoke the spirit of fraternity 
in all the North East states 
which have a large number 
of Alumni of Sainik School 
Imphal.

In his address Capt 
(IN) Tiwari said that Sainik 
School Imphal, established 
in the year 1971, is one of  
the most important institu-
tions in the country today. 
Over the last four and half  
decades of  its existence, 
Sainik School Imphal has 
been contributing to the 
great nation’s growth and 
development of human re-
sources for almost all walks 

of  life besides grooming 
young cadets for the uni-
formed services.

He further added that 
Discipline, Courage, Fra-
ternity, Excellence and 
National character being 
the premise, the Alumni of  
Sainik School Imphal are 
embarking upon to rejuve-
nate with a mission and to 
collectively work to build a 
stronger nation responding 
to various needs of the soci-
ety from time to time.

The SSIAA reaffirms to 
live in the bond of fraternity 
reconnected by institution's 
umbilical cord with a vi-
sion of offering a common 
and meaningful platform 
to all the Alumni of all the 
Sainik Schools in the coun-
try whenever they are in 
the state and the region, he 
added.

The rally, starting from 
Manipur, with 25 mem-
bers in eight vehicles will 
cover the states of  Naga-
land, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 
and Mizoram. Staffs and 

students of  Sainik School, 
Imphal also took part in 
the function along with the 
members of the Alumni.

Meanwhile Superin-
tendent of  Police, Imphal 
East Kabib K accompanied 
by SDPO M Bishworjit 
of  Lamlai Police Station, 
Imphal East, inaugurated 
the two day Annual Science 
& Arts Exhibition 2017-18 
in respect of Sainik School 
Imphal (SSI) at the Aca-
demic Block of  the school 
at Pangei,near Imphal on 
Monday. The Exhibition 
drew cynosure of  the visi-
tors with various immacu-
late models on science and 
arts prepared by the school 
cadets.

SP Kabib also interacted 
with the cadets and appreci-
ated them for their enthusi-
asm and skills in exploring 
their knowledge base in Sci-
ence and Arts through their 
models. The exhibition was 
organised as part of the 45th 
Annual Day Celebrations of  
the school and will continue 
till Dec. 19.

and Stuart Broad nicking 
behind to the wicket-keeper, 
wrapping up the match just 
before tea.

"The bowlers have done 
exceptional work through-
out the series," Smith said.

The England team was 
bowled out for 218 in the 
second innings, marking the 
fourth time they lost by an 
innings after having scored 
above 400 runs in the first 
innings. "They've outplayed 
us in all three games and 
we've got to be better. The 
way those guys (Malan and 
Bairstow) put in huge per-
formances was outstanding.

We got to make sure we 
go to Melbourne and put 
in good performance there 
(in the fourth Test)," Eng-
land captain Joe Root said 
post-match. Smith, who 
received the Man of  the 
Match award for his career-
best score of 239, said: "I'm 
so proud of  the boys, the 
way we've been able to wrap 
things up here in Perth and 
get that urn back."

"The Boxing Day Test 
match (at Melbourne) is an 
amazing occasion, hopeful-
ly we can get ourselves 4-0 
and maybe 5-0 in Sydney," 
he added.

Scores: England: 403; 
218/10 (James Vince 55, 
Dawid Malan 54, Chris 
Woakes 22, Josh Hazle-
wood 5/48, Nathan Lyon 
2/42) lose to Australia: 
662/9 declared.  

-- also known as the fortress 
for Aizawl FC -- saw the 
diminutive winger H Lal-
muankima steal the ball at 
the halfway line and sent a 
delightful pass to Kobayas-
hi only for the Japanese to 
waste his golden chance.

Kobayashi was alone 
in the box with no pressure 
from the Lajong boys, but 
still couldn't find the back 
of  the net.

Both teams found it 
hard to carve out goal 
scoring chances and just 
after the half  hour mark, 
Yemenese midfielder Al-

Hagri danced past Aizawl's 
Saighani and Kareem but 
his weak shot was collect-
ed easily by goalkeeper 
Avilash Paul.

Al Hagri was given an-
other gem of  a chance but 
again his poor finishing let 
him down. After an array 
of  chances in the first 45 
minutes the score stood at 
0-0 at the end of  the first 
half. Both teams started 
the second half  brightly but 
it was the away team who 
drew first blood. Al Hagri's 
shot inside the box was 
blocked by the Aizawl's 

boys but the ball fell to 
Tlang, who calmly curved 
the ball towards the far 
side of  the net and scored 
his second league goal of  
the season.

Tlang  aga in  go t  a 
chance but the winger's ef-
fort was heroically palmed 
away by the Aizawl FC 
goal keeper.

Menezes introduced 
Romanian attacker Andrei 
Ionescu at 67th minutes but 
the substitution was in vain 
as Andrei had little effect 
on the game.

H Lalmuankima pen-

alty appeal was not given 
by referee Om Prakash 
Thakur and a few moments 
later Kobayshi's shot flew 
just over the cross bar.

Aizawl now in 6th 
place has played three 
games, managing 4 points 
along the way.

Aizawl will host high-
flying Minerva Punjab FC 
in their last home game of  
the year on December 27, 
while Lajong will play their 
second Northeast Derby 
against I-League debutant 
Manipuri club NEROCA 
FC on December 23.

Kolkata, Dec. 18 (IANS): 
City football giants Mo-
hun Bagan on Monday 
announced the signing of  
former Bengaluru FC's 
Scottish-Australian defen-
sive midfielder Cameron 
Watson for the rest of  the 

I-League season.
Watson, 30, replaced 

fellow countryman Diogo 
Ferreira who was roped in 
at the start of  the season 
but did not play a single 
match for the green and 
maroon outfit.

Chandigarh, Dec. 18 (IANS): The Army is taking full care 
of ailing boxing legend Kaur Singh, who had fought with the 
likes of the legendary Mohammad Ali, a defence spokesman 
said here on Monday.

Kaur Singh, a retired subedar of the Army who lives in 
Khanal Khurd village in Sunam tehsil of Punjab's Sangrur 
district, has been ailing for some time with a cardiac condi-
tion. Recent media reports indicated that he was struggling 
with mounting medical bills and was in debt due to this.

Reacting to the report, Punjab Chief  Minister Ama-
rinder Singh immediately sanctioned Rs 2 lakh last week to 
pay for pending medical bills of the former Asian Games 
champion. "The Army's outreach team met Kaur Singh 
in his village. Kaur Singh is an Army pensioner receiving 
a monthly pension Rs 33,000 and is entitled to unlimited 
medical support through the Ex-Servicemen Contributory 
Health Scheme (ECHS). The Army is the only organisation 
that has taken care of him and his family. All costs of his 
treatment are being paid by the ECHS of the Army," the 
defence spokesman said.

"An amount of Rs 5.27 lakh had been paid recently to 
Grecian Super Specialty Hospital where he was undergoing 
treatment. The monthly cost of Rs 8,000 incurred on medi-
cines is also being paid by the Army," the spokesman added.

Kaur Singh, who won gold in the men's heavyweight cat-
egory during the 1982 Asian Games in New Delhi, has also 
received the Arjuna Award (1982) and Padma Shri (1983). 

The Olympian had featured in an exhibition bout against 
the legendary Mohammed Ali in 1980.

After representing India at the 1984 Olympics in Los An-
geles, Kaur Singh had settled down in his village as a farmer.

Wellington,  Dec.  18 
(AFP): The West Indies 
will hope short-form mas-
ter Chris Gayle can inspire 
a misfiring batting line-up 
in the one-day international 
series against New Zealand 
starting on Wednesday.

The tourists meekly sur-
rendered with the bat as 
they slumped to a 2-0 Test 
series whitewash against 
the Black Caps, and need a 
major improvement in the 
three ODI games.

Gayle, arriving fresh 
from a record-breaking stint 
in the Bangladesh Premier 
League, promises to inject 
the aggression and confi-
dence lacking so far during 
the tour of New Zealand.

He smashed a record 18 
sixes in an unbeaten 146 off  
69 balls in the BPL final to 
add to the slew of titles he 
already holds in the ultra-
short form of the game.

Afterwards, the 38-year-
old told ESPNCricinfo he 
was "the greatest batsman 
of all time".

His self-assessment 
may be debatable but New 
Zealand paceman Lockie 
Ferguson said the hosts 
were well aware of  the 
threat the left-hander from 
Jamaica poses.

Ferguson said Gayle 
would need time to adjust 
to local conditions in the 
opening ODI at Whanga-
rei's Cobham Oval.

He said New Zealand's 
new-ball combination of  
Tim Southee and Trent 
Boult would be aiming for 

an early breakthrough.
"Our opening bowl-

ers are extremely good at 
swinging the ball, so I think 
there's definitely a challenge 
for him there," Ferguson 
told Radio Sport.

"Of  course, if  he gets 
going then he's one of those 
world-class batters who can 
go a long time and score 
lots of runs."

The West Indies, who 
are ninth in the ODI 
rankings, will be without 
batsmen Marlon Samu-
els (finger) and Sunil Am-
bris (broken arm) as well 
as bowler Alzarri Joseph 
(back).

The fifth-ranked New 
Zealanders are missing two 
of  their biggest hitters in 
Martin Guptill (hamstring) 
and Colin de Grandhom-
me, who pulled out of  the 
series after the death of his 
father.

They will also rest cap-
tain Kane Williamson and 

Southee after Wednesday's 
first ODI as a busy season 
looms with home matches 
against Pakistan, Australia 
and England.
New Zealand: Kane Wil-
liamson (capt, first ODI 
only), Todd Astle, Trent 
Boult, Doug Bracewell, 
Lockie Ferguson, Matt 
Henry, Tom Latham (capt, 
second and third ODIs), 
Adam Milne, Colin Mun-
ro, Henry Nicholls, Tim 
Southee (first ODI only), 
Ross Taylor, George Work-
er, Neil Broom (second 
and third ODIs), Mitchell 
Santner (second and third 
ODIs)
West Indies: Jason Holder 
(capt), Jason Mohammed, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Rons-
ford Beaton, Shannon Ga-
briel, Chris Gayle, Kyle 
Hope, Shai Hope, Sheldon 
Cottrell, Evin Lewis, Ni-
kita Miller, Ashley Nurse, 
Rovman Powell, Chadwick 
Walton, Kesrick Williams.

"With immense plea-
sure we wish to inform 
that Mohun Bagan has 
recruited Watson Cam-
eron Alexander John in 
place of  Diogo Alexandre 
Alves Ferreira. Watson is 
in Australia, he will apply 
for visa tomorrow (Tues-
day) at Melbourne," a club 
statement said.

Watson last played for 
Madura United FC in In-
donesia. Before that, he 
was part of  Bengaluru's 
squad when they were still 
in the I-League. 

From this year, the for-
mer champions jumped 
ship to join the Indian 
Super League (ISL) band-
wagon.

Mohun Bagan take on 
Manipur based-side Nero-
ca FC on Tuesday looking 
for a win after being held 
to a 1-1 draw by Shillong 
Lajong in their last engage-
ment. The Sanjoy Sen-
coached side have eight 
points from four matches.


