
William Close plays his Earth Harp which holds the Guinness World Record for being the longest 
stringed instrument in downtown Washington. The 'Earth Harp' is 291.71 m (957 ft 0.6 in) long and 
is played by rubbing resin-covered gloves upon its strings. The strings shoot up to the top of the 
skyscraper. (PTI)  

Neiphiu Rio speaking at the closing function of the Dimapur Night Carnival on Sunday evening. (R) A man gets his face painted on the last evening of  Dimapur Night Carnival at 
Super Market Complex, Dimapur, Nagaland on Sunday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 27° 14°

Gangtok 21° 07°

Guwahati 26° 13°

Imphal 24° 08°

Itanagar 23° 11°

Shillong 20° 05°

Delhi 24° 09°

Kolkata 25° 13°

Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 08°
DIMAPUR 25° 12°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR Nil 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
The most sought after in-
formation in Nagaland 
during 2015-17 through 
Right to Information (RTI) 
applications were those re-
lated with financial matters 
such as funds sanctioned, 
funds released, balance 
amount, departmental 
charges and deductions. 
This was contained in the 
Nagaland Information 
Commission’s (NIC) an-
nual report covering the 
years 2015-16 and 2016-17 
in a single volume tabled in 
the state assembly on Dec. 
14 by Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang during the recently 
concluded winter session.

According to the re-
port, the commission has 
recorded a total 24,896 RTI 
requests from the time the 
RTI Act 2005 came into ef-
fect in the state (from 2006-

07 till  2016-17) and overall 
furnished figure stands at 
22,954 with INR 8,78,750 
realised as penalty.

With the aim to un-
derstand the nature of  in-
formation sought through 
RTI so that the public 
authorities give special at-
tention to this area, the 
commission stated to have 
made an analysis of  RTI 
applications in the state for 
the first time for the peri-
ods 2015-16 and 2016-17. 
Besides financial matters, it 
stated that information re-
lating to schemes, projects, 
contract works, civil works, 
incumbency list, recruit-
ment and retirement list, 
and examinations con-
sidering the high rate of  
employment in the gov-
ernment sector in the state 
have gained popularity.

The NIC also reported 
that against the 46 RTI 

application and 40 dis-
posed by PIOs in 2006-07, 
the numbers have seen a 
steady increase and 2016-
17 recorded a total of  4344 
applications and a disposal 
of  4071, a slight decline 
in comparison to 2015-16 
which recorded the most 
applications with 4526 
and a disposal of  4151. It 
pointed out the increasing 
figures reflect the growing 
awareness of  RTI gener-
ated among the general 
populace.

During 2016-17, the 
RTI applications received 
at various levels of  the gov-
ernment are: 2782 by the 
district authorities, 932 in 
the directorates, 354 in the 
state secretariat and 276 in 
other units.

In the district-wise 
break up for 2016-17, 
Zunheboto recorded the 
highest number of  RTI ap-

plications with a total 849 
wherein, 830 were from 
outside the state while 19 
were within the state. Of  
this, 847 have already been 
furnished. Mokokchung 
and Wokha followed with 
464 and 425 applications.

Out of  the 4344 ap-
plications in2016-17, NIC 
reported that seven com-
plaints were received and 
three of  them were dis-
posed while four were still 
pending; 186 appeals were 
received and 163 of  those 
were disposed and the rest 
23 remains pending. Re-
garding second appeals, 
the current year 2017-18 
has already recorded 26 
appeals, disposed four and 
22 are pending. 

As for the amount of  
fees, costs and penalty in 
2016-17, NIC informed 
that RTI application fees 
added up to INR 36,702 

while cost of  informa-
tion was recorded as INR 
74,580, penalty imposed 
in complaints was INR 
43,500, penalty imposed in 
appeals was INR 55,500.

On the department-
wise break up on imple-
mentation of  the RTI 
Act 2005 for the period 
2016-17, the department 
of  Transport recorded the 
highest number of  RTI ap-
plications received (within 
and outside the state) with 
2342 in total where 2265 
applications were made in 
the districts. 

Home department fol-
lowed in the list with 438 
applications while Higher 
and Technical Education 
had 217, Health and Fam-
ily Welfare had 140, Rural 
Development with 127, 
Public Works Department 
with 108 and Social Wel-
fare had 96. 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang’s decision to sack 
former ministers Y Patton 
and Mmhonlumo Kikon, 
among others, has invited 
instant objection from the 
Lotha Hoho with the lat-
ter wondering if  the chief  
minister has “gone ber-
serk”. 

In a statement issued 
on Sunday, the Lotha 
Hoho expressed ‘shock and 
surprise’ at the dismissal of  
the two Lotha ministers 
while questioning why the 
‘chief  minister had target-
ed the Lotha ministers in 
particular’. 

According to the organ-

isation, ‘those tribes having 
ministers have been given 
more ministerial berths’ 
while the Lotha tribe, with 
‘only four MLAs’, had 
been targeted and all its 
ministers sacked.

“Is this fair and demo-
cratic or is it that the DAN 
ministry does not want any 
Lotha MLA to be a min-
ister or has the Nagaland 
CM gone berserk? The LH 
questions the sanity of  the 
CM and DAN leaders and 
wanted (sic) to know if  the 
Nagaland state politics is 
for tribalism or favouritism 
or nepotism!

“The LH will not say 
anything on matters of  

internal party affairs; but 
when the matter pertains 
to social rights the LH 
would assert that the Lotha 
community will not accept 
any such discrimination 
and will not support such 
a farcical govt,” the state-
ment read.

It demanded that the 
Lotha legislators be “im-
mediately” included in 
the new ministry ‘lest the 
Lotha community is com-
pelled to withdraw its sup-
port to the govt’. The Lotha 
Hoho also asserted that an 
“elected leader cannot be 
made a tool or errand run-
ner of  the party or the CM 
or party leaders”.  

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): The All 
Commercial Vehicle Association 
(ACVA) Wokha has announced a ‘to-
tal indefinite bandh’ within Wokha ju-
risdiction from 6 am of  Dec. 18. 

A press statement from the ACVA 
on Sunday informed that the shut-
down has been called to protest the 
‘seizure of  taxi keys’ by alleged ‘erring 
NSCN (IM) cadres’ at Khedi Trans-
port Agency, Taxi Counter, Kezieke 
NB III Kohima for ‘not entertaining 
yearly vehicle tax’.  

“The bandh has been imposed 
due to non compliance of  the ACVA’s 
demand by the erring NSCN (IM) 
cadres who fails (sic) to hand over the 
seized keys at the given dateline (i.e. 
16th Dec 2017). The frontal organiza-
tion supporting the total bandh has 
appended their signature of  which – 
ACAUT Wokha, Lotha Eloe Hoho, 
Lotha Youth Hoho, Lotha Students’ 
Union, WDCC&I, WDEA and 
WDAU were present in the meeting.

“In an emergency meeting held at 
ACVA Wokha office today had unani-
mously decided to impose the said 
bandh, which will enforce beginning 6 
in the morning and will continue till 

the demand is met. It also stated that 
if  any untoward incident arises during 
the bandh, the NSCN (IM) organi-
zation will be held responsible,” the 
statement read. 

It has appealed all commercial 
vehicles and business establishment 
to cooperate. Exemptions from the 
purview of  bandh have been made for 
personnel of  media, paramilitary, fire 
and emergency services, district ad-
ministration and police.

In a separate statement, the 
Against Corruption and Unabated 
Taxation (ACAUT) Nagaland has 
expressed shock ‘that despite the dire 
situation of  the Naga political reality 
the factions would still indulge in anti-
people activities thus hampering the 
Naga cause’. 

At a time when ‘the statesmanship 
of  the NPGs’ is called for, it stated, 
provoking the masses with condemna-
ble criminal activities is not only fool-
ish but creating roadblocks towards 
settlement of  the Naga issue itself. 
“Thus, the NPGs creating such a situ-
ation is totally condemnable.”

It requested ‘the various NPGs’ to 
undertake immediate remedial meas-

ures with regard to two situations 
which have ‘angered the masses’. 

“The NSCN-IM Kohima com-
mand/region should return the keys 
of  the taxis which its cadres had seized 
on the 13th December to the rightful 
owners immediately and apologize 
publicly failing which the ACAUT 
will be compelled to file FIR and re-
sort to other course of  action. In the 
meantime, it supports the indefinite 
bandh called by the ACVA to protest 
the manner in which its members have 
been harassed. Again, to harass the 
ACVA would be a direct challenge to 
all right-thinking Nagas. 

“That a responsible Secretary, 
DAN, should be kidnapped and his life 
put at risk is most condemnable. The 
ACAUT demands that the NSCN-R 
clear the air surrounding their role in 
the kidnapping of  a bonafide Naga. It 
also demands that the NSCN-R give a 
public apology and terminate its err-
ing cadres in case the organization 
is responsible. The NSCN-R should 
understand that it being a part of  the 
Working Committee of  the NNPGs 
means that it’s imperative to act most 
responsibly,” it sated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 17 : Lok 
Sabha Member of Par-
liament from Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio on Sunday 
said that though Nagas 
were highly talented and 
second to none in their busi-
ness acumen, ‘fear psycho-
sis existing in the minds if  
the people’ was preventing 
them from realising their 
full potential. 

Rio made this statement 
while speaking as the chief  
guest at the closing function 
of the 5th edition of the 
week-long Dimapur Night 
Carnival at Supermarket 
Complex, according to a 
statement from the MP’s 
press secretary. 

Rio lauded the Di-
mapur district administra-
tion, the Dimapur Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(DCCI), Business Associa-
tion of Nagas (BAN), East 
Dimapur Business Asso-
ciation (EDBA), entrepre-
neurs, donors and all well-

wishers for the success of  
the carnival, it stated. 

He recalled that the car-
nival was first organised in 
2013 coinciding with the 
50 years’ celebration of Na-
galand’s Statehood while 
reminding that Dimapur 
was the only commercial 
centre of the state. “It is up 
to us how to build this city. 
We need to provide peace 
and tranquillity. We need 
to ensure that there is no 
fear psychosis. Rule of law 
should prevail so that inves-
tors from outside can come 
here and do business,” he 
stated. 

Rio shared that even as 
the entire Northeast region 
was rich in resources the 
people still remain poor ‘be-
cause we have not exploited 
our natural resources, busi-
ness potential and talents’. 

Touching upon the long 
standing Naga political is-
sue, the MP said: “Our 
political issue remains un-
resolved for the last 7 to 8 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) has called for a 
‘peaceful dharna’ outside the chief  
minister’s official residence at Ko-
hima on Dec. 18 to protest what it 
stated was “non-fulfillment of  the 
four charters of  demands made by 
ANCSU”. 

According to a press release 
from the union on Sunday, it had 
submitted a memorandum to the 
chief  minister on Dec. 12 last, 
‘seeking his attention to take stock 
of  the situation and deliver justice 
to the students’ community’. 

Stating that the government 
was yet to ‘react or show any con-
cern till date’, the ANCSU called it 
a “slap and insult to the students’ 
community for turning deaf  ear 
towards the cause of  the students’ 
community and Naga society in 
general”. 

It stated that union had re-
minded the chief  minister through 
newspapers ‘since we could not 
communicate or meet the state 
government’. “Yet again the state 
govt. chose to remain silent on 
the issue concerning the society in 
general. The state govt. has assured 

the students community on 7th 
Dec. 2017 that the govt. will take 
positive steps to pay the remaining 
scholarship amount to the benefici-
aries for the year 2016-17, but as a 
matter of  fact, there is no initiative 
taken by the state govt. as assured,” 
it stated.

Along with the demand for 
payment scholarship, it stated, the 
union had also appealed the gov-
ernment to set up separate cell/
nodal department to implement all 
scholarship schemes; and revoke 
the Aug. 11, 2016 and the Oct. 
26, 2017 P&AR ‘office memoran-

dums’.
“Henceforth, with no positive 

response and initiative made by 
the state govt., the ANCSU call 
upon all the concerned citizens, 
well wishers and college students 
around Kohima to join the ‘peace-
ful dharna’ outside the chief  minis-
ter’s official residence on 18th Dec. 
2017. All the concerned citizens, 
well wishers and college students 
are requested to gather at PHQ 
Junction (BOC) Kohima at 8 am 
sharp and later all will proceed 
towards the CM’s residence,” it in-
formed. 

New Delhi, Dec. 17 (PTI): 
A right to health under 
which people are entitled 
to avail health protection 
services free of cost should 
be in place on the lines of  
the right to education, ac-
cording to a private member 
bill introduced in the Rajya 
Sabha.

YSR Congress MP V 
Vijayasai Reddy has pro-
posed an amendment in 

From a small seed a 
mighty trunk may grow. 

~ Aeschylus

It states that all citizens should have access to basic health 
services, emergency medical treatment and mental healthcare

Hey! Hey! Hey! Are you going or 
coming?

~ Arien

India clinch ODI series against 
Sri Lanka |  P12

Financial information most 
sought-after in the state

Lotha Hoho accuses TR 
Zeliang of ‘tribal’ favouritism 

Wokha ‘total bandh’ from 6 am Monday 

Nagas’ business acumen is second to none, says Rio 

ANCSU takes protest to outside CM residence 

Right to health be made a 
fundamental right – RS bill  
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Mirror Takes
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Brexit deal proves critics 
wrong – UK’s May | P9

decades. Nagas desire for 
settlement so that peace 
and development comes.” 
He expressed support to 
the Dec. 7, 2017 resolution 
among legislators, parlia-
mentarians and ex-parlia-
mentarians; as well as the 
Dec. 15, 2017 four-point 
resolution adopted in the 

Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly for an early settle-
ment of the Naga political 
issue before the next Gen-
eral Assembly Elections 
slated for February/March 
2018.

Applauding the artistes 
for showcasing their vari-
ous talents, the chief guest 

also appreciated the exhibi-
tion of indigenous-themed 
creations by Naga fashion 
designers and said: “This 
shows that we are second to 
none.”

Expressing his solidar-
ity to the business commu-
nity, the MP urged upon the 
people to maintain peace 

and tranquillity, love one 
another, and respect each 
other. “Let Dimapur grow 
as the commercial hub not 
only for Nagaland but also 
for the Northeastern re-
gion,” he added.

The Dimapur Night 
Carnival 2017 which was 
a seven day affair was 

jointly organised by district 
administration, Dimapur 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (DCCI), 
Business Association of  
Nagaland (BAN) and East 
Dimapur Business Associa-
tion (EDBA) and is aimed 
to promote products of lo-
cal small enterprises.

the Constitution by introducing a new 
article 21 B for making right to health a 
fundamental right. The state shall pro-
vide a system of health protection to all 
citizens, including prevention, treatment 
and control of diseases and access to es-
sential medicines, the bill proposes.

It states that all citizens should also 
have access to basic health services, 
emergency medical treatment and men-
tal healthcare. The bill seeks to secure the 
above objectives with the state earmark-
ing not less than 8 per cent of the annual 
financial statement for healthcare.

The state shall provide the system of  
health protection in a manner deemed fit 
by it, states the bill that was introduced in 
the Rajya Sabha on Friday.

Giving the rationale behind the bill, 
Reddy said, "The government expendi-
ture on health is only 1.4 per cent of the 
GDP and the public health infrastructure 

is inadequate and unequally distributed." 
He said that the Draft National 

Health Policy, 2015, takes note of the fact 
that over 63 million people are faced with 
poverty every year due to healthcare costs 
alone as there is no financial protection 
for the vast majority of healthcare needs.

"By widening the scope of Article 
21 held that providing adequate medical 
facilities for the people is an obligation 
of the government in a welfare state," 
he said. The right to health is also inter-
nationally recognised as a fundamental 
human right. It is also included in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and in the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, of  
which India is a signatory.

Private members bills can be intro-
duced by any member of Parliament but 
have little possibility of getting the parlia-
mentary nod.



Kohima hosts first clinical 
dental implant training in NE
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session
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ZWO to celebrate silver jubilee
The Zeliang Women Organisation will be celebrating its 
silver jubilee on Dec. 20, 11 a.m. at the IMC hall in Dimapur. 
Kevizenuo Rangkau, wife of Chief Minister TR Zeliang will be 
the chief guest of the event. Members, invitees and well-
wishers are requested to attend the function.

NMC informs registered medical  
practitioners          
The Nagaland Medical Council has informed all registered 
medical practitioners who have registered prior to Oct. 31 
are directed to collect their voters’ slips either in person 
or through an authorized person. It is for the forthcoming 
election to the seven members of the council. The last date 
of receipt of voting papers is Jan. 24 2018 till 2 p.m. Any 
registered practitioner who fails to get their voter’s slip may 
contact the Nagaland Medical Council at the PMTI complex, 
Merhulietsa Colony in Kohima-797001, Nagaland; or con-
tact +917085230101. The office number is +913702242454. 

Children rally at Phek town
The Chakhesang Baptist Church Council (CBCC) will be hold-
ing its 6th children rally at the Phek Town Baptist Church 
from Jan. 12 to the 14th 2018. The main speakers of the 
rally are Rev. Dr. Chekroveyi Cho-o, associate professor of 
Oriental Theological Seminary at Dimapur; Thepuchuyi 
Khesoh, pastor of Phek Town Baptist Church; Edechoyi 
Rose, director of Christian Ministry of the CBCC; Chinehiilii 
Rhakho, director of the Children & Education department 
of the CBCC; and Dr. Botoholi Achumi, secretary of the 
Christian Education & Communication department of the 
NBCC. The three day-long rally will feature a competition 
based on the theme song, a guitar ensemble, worship and 
dance; Bible storytelling, folk dance and art and painting, 
among others.

YAA federal assembly 
The Yimchungrü Akherü Arihako (YAA) will be conducting 
federal assembly on Jan. 11 2018 at the Likimro Hydro Elec-
tric Project in Pungro sub-division of Kiphire. The group’s 
units are to mandatorily attend with their respective reso-
lution, statistical report and flag. The YAA has also invited 
units to present agenda or any topic or issues pertaining to 
the welfare of the students in the federal assembly. They 
may email it to yimchungruakheruarihako@gmail.com be-
fore Jan. 9 2018. The YAA also invited the YTC, the YWO and 
the YGOA to attend the meeting. Members are requested 
to reach the venue before Jan. 10, 2018 forenoon. For 
further details one may contact the numbers 8974107576 
and 81149019131.

PHN elects new team 
The Poumai Hoho of Nagaland has elected new office bear-
ers for the tenure 2017-2020 during its general assembly at 
the Poumai Baptist Church at Midland at Kohima town on 
Dec. 16. The new team is led by PH Shesou as president. RK 
Hraile as general secretary, Mark Peshai as finance secre-
tary, Ng Shed as vice president, Ng Solomon Sha as publicity 
and information secretary and Shem Kh as joint secretary.

Dr. Kanir Bhatia and members conducting the surgery during the clinical dental implant programme in 
Kohima.

  Machinery being used for the construction of road.

Officials and party workers of the Nagaland BJP pose for a photograph after inaugurating the unit’s 
office at Mangkolemba on Sat.

Chang cultural troupe pose for a group photograph at Unity College’s annual programme on Dec. 16.

Prof. Tali Alinger addressing the advent Christmas celebration at the 
directorate of Higher Education on Sat.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN):  
A renowned implant com-
pany Nobel Biocare of Swe-
den has for the first time 
in the entire north eastern 
region, conducted training 
on ‘clinical dental implant’ 
programme in Kohima for 
dentists from the Northeast 
region.

The event was in col-
laboration with the In-
dian Dental Association 
Nagaland State Branch 
(IDANSB).

Dr. Kanir Bhatia from 
Mumbai, an oral implan-
tologist and cosmetic dental 
surgeon, said to be ‘the one 
behind the smiles of famous 
Bollywood celebrities,’ was 
a mentor at the programme. 

The programme was 
divided into two segments 
which stretched for six 
months. In the first clinical 
module, lectures and hand-

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 16.6 10.3 9.4 71 NIL

ZBT - - - - -

MON 19.2 11 12.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 18 14 11.7 79 NIL

MKG 18.4 14 14.6 83 NIL

PHEK 17.4 8 8.2 90 NIL

KIPHIRE 20.2 9 9.8 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.8 12.8 12.5 62 1

JALUKIE 17 9.4 11.8 71 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 21.6 15.4 17.2 79 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

on sessions were conducted 
at De Oriental Grade Hotel 
on Dec. 12 and the 13th, 

while the clinical session on 
advanced dental aesthetics 
and implant clinic was con-

ducted on Dec. 14 and the 
15th, also at Kohima.

Participant in the course 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
Japu village located under 
Mangkolemba sub-division 
of Mokokchung district has 
undertaken work to metal an 
approach road leading to the 
village with own funds.

“This 2 km road has nev-
er been black-topped and the 

poor quality of the road has 
been a serious inconvenience 
to the villagers,” stated a 
press release from the Japu 
Senso Mungdang’s President 
Noklemba Longshir.

“The metalling work is 
expected to be completed by 
the end of Dec. and villagers 

are eagerly looking forward 
to this New Year present,” 
it added.

The press release men-
tioned that earlier in 2013, a 
portion of the road inside the 
village of around 2 km length 
was also ‘metalled’ by the 
villagers with own resources.

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 7 
(EMN): The Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) has 
opened a unit at Mang-

kolemba on Dec. 16 by 
hoisting the party’s flag at 

varied from dental college 
professors, dental specialists 
and general dentists. Pa-
tients from Guwahati also 
benefited from the course, 
it was informed.

The vision of the clini-
cal implant programme 
was to create world-class 
outstanding and research 
certification in implant den-
tistry, develop the next gen-
eration of premier scholars 
and implant dentists. 

All participants would 
be awarded with certifi-
cates on completion of the 
course. Dr. Pfukrolo Koza, 
Periodontist and Oral Im-
plantologist, who is also 
the course coordinator, ex-
pressed hope that the course 
would give big boost to the 
local dentists to be trained 
and give their patients the 
latest oral rehabilitation 
treatment.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN):  
The 21st general session of  
the Pungro Area College 
Students’ Union (PACSU) 
has been scheduled to be 
conducted from Dec. 19 to 
the 21st at Pungro town. 

The engineer-in-chief of  
the Nagaland Public Works 
Department Khupi Natso; 
JSO of Nagaland Civil Sec-
retariat T Kiusangthong; 
and SDO (C) of  Pungro 
Samuel Thyug will attend 
the session as chief  guest, 
guest speaker and special 
guest in that order. 

The session will also be 
feature the 5th edition of the 
Miss PACSU pageant coin-
ciding with ‘Pungro Kholar 
Buyer and Grower Mela.’ 

The inaugural session 
will be held on Dec. 9. On 
the 20th, the foundation 
stone for the PACSU’s office 
will be dedicated by MLA T 
Torechu and Rev. Fr. Saji-
mon, Parish Priest at St. Paul 
Church in Pungro.

The union has requested 
all the members to attend 
the session. Agendas are to 
be submitted to the ‘federal 
assembly’ of the group latest 
by Dec. 18. All federating 
units are informed to bring 
their respective flag to the 
venue before the commence-
ment of the programme. 

Further, the union has 
invited its former officials; 
and heads of  departments 
and civil society groups in 
Pungro sub-division to at-
tend the session. 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
The Chozuba Range Wres-
tling Association (CRWA) 
mourns the demise of  Za-
leveyi Sapu, deputy ranger 
of  the Forest department 
and former wrestler of  
Phuhgi village on Dec.16.

The association’s presi-
dent, Kukhoto Venyo, noted 
the contribution of Sapu to 
the association and said that 
his good deeds will live on.

The CRWA has con-
veyed condolences to the 
bereaved family and prayed 
to the Almighty to grant 
eternal peace to the de-
parted soul.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): The Nagaland BJP Mi-
nority Morcha has strongly condemned the attack 
on priests and seminaries of  St. Ephrem’s Theo-
logical College when they were conducting a Carol 
programme—a routine practice during the Christmas 
season—at Satna, Madhya Pradesh. Their vehicle 
was also said to have been burned by ‘anti social’ and 
fanatics. 

The morcha said, ‘It was very unfortunate that, 
in a great secular country, some fanatics are trying to 
stop prayers of  Christian minority by accusing them 
of  forceful conversation which is baseless.’ 

A press release from the president of  the state 
BJP Minority Morcha Mukibur Rahman stated that 
the Catholic Christian community of  the country has 
been contributing much to the welfare of  the country 
especially in education and health. It added that they 
were peace loving people, serving people irrespective 
of  religion, caste or creed and serving as the best 
example of  serving humanity without any benefit.

The morcha has assured the Christian commu-
nity: “We are closely monitoring the situation and 
do whatever possible from our side to stop atrocities 
against minorities in the country.” 

It group also cautioned the anti social not to 
disrupt peace or else there would be ‘consequences.’

The BJP unit has requested Prime Minister 
Narendra Modiji and Madhya Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan to give security to the 
minorities.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
Cultural performances 
and depictions marked 
the weeklong annual pro-
gramme of  the Unity Col-
lege in Dimapur. The event 
concluded on Dec. 16.

The annual programme 
convincing with a sports 
event was organised to 
‘promote the diverse Naga 
culture and traditions 
among the students.’

During the programme, 
Team Vagator, BA 4th se-
mester, was declared the 
overall champion of  the 
event.

The college organised a 
singing programme called 
‘Unity Voice Hunt Season 
III.’ Jentysangla Changkiri 
was declared the winner, 
followed by Wikidon who 
took the runner-up prize. 
Winners were awarded 
with cash prizes and a mu-
sic track record deal by 
Trance Effect, a collabora-
tion which will be released 
in 2018. 

The event also saw the 
official release of  a track 
recorded in collaboration 
with the band Avancer.

The judges of  the Voice 

Hunt were Bethel Tsuzu, 
director of  Mountain Mu-
sic Academy; Toshimeren, 
music instructor at Hope 
Academy; and Thunglamo 
Ngullie, vocal instructor 
at Hope Centre for Excel-
lence.

The music event was 
followed by a food festi-
val, besides various cul-
tural presentations and 
indigenous games. The 
programme also hosted 
a ‘warrior dance’ by a 
Chang cultural troupe; 

dance performances in-
cluding from the Marwari 
and the Kuki, and Sumi 
folk songs. An on-spot fire-
making, greased bamboo 
pole-climbing and spear-
kick competitions were also 
conducted.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN):  
TThe directorate of  Higher 
Education celebrated ad-
vent Christmas on Sat. at 
its conference hall with 
Prof. Tali Alinger, retired 
director of  School Educa-
tion as the speaker of  the 
event.

In message, the official 
spoke about the story of the 
birth of  Jesus Christ whom 
God sent to redeem every 
person from the bondage 
of  sin and to make human-

ity his sons and daughters. 
He spoke also about how 
God’s plan was fulfilled 
through the birth of  Jesus 
Christ and how it changed 
human history.  

Speaking about his per-
sonal journey in the service 
of  the Lord, Alinger said ‘It 
is really important to invite 
Jesus Christ into one’s life.’

Some of  the items of  
the programme included 
Bible reading and prayers 
and carols.

unit’s office at Zero Point 
by Bendang Longkumer, 
BJP president of  the 29th 
Jangpetkong mandal, in 
the presence of  party of-
ficials and workers.

Addressing the inaugural 
programme at the town 
hall, the chairman of  the 
finance and development 
committee of  state’s BJP, 
Temjen Imna Along and 
member of  the party’s 
state executive commit-
tee Imjong Longkumer, 
c la imed that  the  BJP 
‘works within the consti-
tution of  India’ and that 
‘It is not against any reli-
gion.’ They claimed fur-
ther that it ‘fights against 
corruption, and sincerely 
works for progress and 
development.’ 
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The 40 feet public address tower, furnished with loudspeakers, 
amplifiers and a mic system was donated by a group of youths called 
Mobocracy, to Artang ward in Mokokchung.

Ward in Mokokchung gets PA tower and equipment Rengma Hoho to MLAS: resign 
en masse if serious about solutionMokokchung, Dec. 17 

(EMN): A group of  
youths in Artang ward pf  
Mokokchung town calling 
themselves “Mobocracy 
“ in commemoration of  
its 25th anniversary con-
structed and handed over 
a public address tower to 
the Artang Ward Yimten 
on Sunday at the Artang 
Community Hall.

The group, Mobocra-
cy, which was formed by 
nine young people from 
the ward started off  as a 
‘male voice’ band way 
back in Dec. 19 1992.

During the formal 
handing over of  the pub-
lic announcement tower, 
a member of  the group 
Ongchi Jamir said that the 
band was formed during 
their youth 25 years ago, 
when rock music was a 
trend. It was a time when 
they were young and ‘hot-
headed,’ it was explained. 

However, as they grew 
up, their friendship grew 
stronger; their ideals ma-
tured and today, after 25 
years, the group became 

responsible citizens of  
the ward. They ventured 
to give something back 
to the society. The char-
ity came in the form of  
a public announcement 
tower, said Ongchi Jamir.

The PA tower has 
been erected at the Artang 
Community Hall ground. 
It is 40 feet high and has 
three loudspeakers, a 
‘state-of-art’ amplifier 
and microphones. It was 
informed that the entire 
project cost about Rs 1.5 
Lakh and was constructed 
through contributions 
from the group’s mem-
bers.

A member of  the Ar-
tang Ward Council termed 
the gesture of  the group ‘a 
remarkable, memorable 
and infrastructural tower.’ 
The ward’s council has 
expressed deep happiness 
and gratitude for the no-
ble work done for Artang. 
Artang Ward Council 
and the citizens will for-
ever remember the excel-
lent work of  Mobocracy, 
the group was told. The 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): The Reng-
ma Hoho has expressed support to ear-
ly solution to the Indo-Naga political 
problem stating that the Naga people, 
like any other race, deserve respect; it 
has emphasised on integration of  the 
people. It had a word for Naga legisla-
tors though: If  they are serious about  a 
solution to the Naga political problem, 
resign en masse. 

‘The Rengma Hoho calls upon the 
Indian leaders to focus on the early so-
lution of  the Nagas and impress upon 
the Naga legislator that if  solution is a 
priority, they should think of  mass res-
ignation and not to talk of  post-election 
which sound clear hypocrisy.’ The pres-
ident of  the Rengma Hoho Kenyuseng 
Tep issued a press release on Sunday.

According to the press release, the 
Rengma Hoho conducted on Dec. 2 
a “consultative meet” and decided to 
support an ‘early solution’ to the Indo-
Naga political problem “with a clear 
understanding that self-determinations 
and to live under one administrative 
unit is the desire of  Naga people.”

 ‘The struggle continued till this day 
to achieve this aspiration. Naga have its 
own history and identity like any other 
race of  the world deserves recognition 
and respect. Rengma Hoho is hopeful 
that the present dialogue between the 
Indian and Naga leaders is based on 
this mutual respect and   recognition,” 
the press release stated. 

The organisation made it clear that 
‘the integration of  all Naga area is a 
genuine call without any prejudices.’ 

It is a call of  natural rights, it stated. 
‘Therefore, Rengma Hoho call upon 
the negotiating party to find a solu-
tion based on the principle of  mutual 
respect which recognized the right of  
every section of  the people. It is im-
perative to find a solution to this long-
protected Indo-Naga problem all other 
issue like election etc. be put behind as 
secondary.’ 

The organisation reaffirmed its sup-
port to the dialogue between India and 
‘the Naga’ for a negotiated settlement. 
The press release stated: ‘We appeal 
to the government of  India not to shy 
away from its responsibility of  the loss 
and destruction meted upon the Nagas 
during this more than half  a century 
conflict of  Indo-Naga problem, but to 
come to good sense of  responsibility 
to understand the Nagas’ right and do 
what they deserve being a responsible 
nation and emerging super power.’

 The Naga people too deserve dig-
nity and respect, the press release stated. 
Any more delay in resolving the Naga is-
sue would be ‘diabolic in nature’ which 
Nagas do not expect in the ‘present pre-
vailing goodwill environment’ from all 
sections of  the people be it Naga or In-
dian, the organisation explained. 

In the words of  the organisation: 
The Rengma Hoho ‘never get confused 
in supporting a peaceful dialogue on 
Indo-Naga problems and have continu-
ously supported the peace process in-
dorsing that solution should be accept-
able protecting all section of  the people 
big or small on equal basis.’ 
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group is encouraged to 
continue their good work 
for the development of  
the colony.

Speaking on behalf  of  
Artang Baptist Church, 
Deacon Dr Mapu termed 
the initiative of  Moboc-
racy a good example for 
others to emulate. He said 
that the PA tower will 
benefit not only Artang 
Ward Yimten but also the 
church because the tower 
is located just adjacent to 
the community hall.

Ward elder and leader 
Lima Longkumer also 
expressed deep apprecia-
tion on behalf  of  families 
living in the ward. He en-
couraged the group mem-
bers to continue with the 
good work for the com-
munity as ‘it is not only 
setting a good example to 
others but also contribut-
ing towards the beautifi-
cation and development 
of  the ward.’

The tower was dedi-
cated by Artang Baptist 
Church’s Child Education 
Promoter Atula. 

Wildlife chief to people: Time to get real with flora and fauna 

Organisation appeals for 
release of abducted youth

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
The establishment of  the Chief  
Wildlife Warden of  Nagaland 
has appealed to the people of  
Nagaland—government agen-
cies to Civil Society—to start 
taking seriously the wordwide 
movemrnet to protect and con-
serve wildlife in the state.

Satya prakash Tripathi, prin-
cipal chief  conservator of  For-
ests (Wildlife) and chief  wildlife 
warden issued a press release on 
Sunday stating the appeal.

“The survival of  human be-
ings and animals, both directly 
as well as indirectly, depends on 
forests; as their basic needs in the 
form of  food, water, and shelter 
are met from forests. In addition 
to these tangible benefits, forests 
play key role in carbon seques-
tration, amelioration of  envi-
ronment and Climate Change,” 
the press release stated.

With passage of  time and in-
creasing population, the official 
said, biotic pressure on forests 
has significantly increased. In 
the State of  Nagaland, lion’s 
shares (88.3%) of  forests are 
under the control of  individuals 

and communities and remaining 
11.7% of  the forests are under 
the control of  the government, 
he said. 

“The government has very 
limited regulatory role in man-
agement of  private forests. Since 
time immemorial, administra-
tion and people of  the state had 
/have played an important role 
in protection and maintenance 
of  forests in the form of  commu-
nity conservation areas.  Com-
munities had / have bigger role 
to play as compared to the gov-
ernment for protection of  forests 
and wildlife in the state.”

The establishment reminded 
that the existence of  wildlife was 
a good indicator of  good forests 
and subsequently availability 
of  timber, firewood, medicinal 
plants for human beings. The 
state of  Nagaland had been tra-
ditionally a hunting state since 
time immemorial, the press re-
lease observed. 

“Now, people are coming 
forward for protection of  wild-
life and they are rescuing wild 
animals and they are donating 
wild animals and birds which 

are kept in Nagaland Zoological 
Park, Rangapahar and Trago-
pan Breeding Centre, Kohima.”

However, with the efforts of  
the administration, people and 
different agencies of  the govern-
ment the migratory Amur Fla-
cons were well-protected in the 
state during their migration in 
2013 and onward.  

‘This brought laurels, both 
nationally and internationally, 
to the state and the world com-
munity recognized Nagaland as 
the capital of  falcons.  With get-
ting protection in the state, both 
the number of  Amur falcons 
coming / migrating  to /  from 
Nagaland as well as the number 
of  their roosting sites in the 
state has significantly increased 
in subsequent years,’ the princi-
pal chief  conservator of  Forests 
stated. 

On behalf  of  the Forest de-
partment, the official has ap-
pealed to the “public, govern-
ment officials, village councils, 
army and paramilitary person-
nel, students, NGOs and other 
stakeholders” to protect wildlife 
in the state. 

‘I also appeal to the village 
councils to make resolution for 
banning hunting of  wild ani-
mals throughout years instead 
of  seasonal banning of  hunting. 
Taking the importance of  for-
ests and wildlife in our life our 
government (the government of  
Nagaland) adapted the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972,’ Satya 
prakash Tripathi stated.    

‘In case of  observing any 
danger for human beings with 
the sighting of  wild animals in 
human habitations, the Wildlife 
Warden, Dimapur can be con-
tacted for tranquilizing the ani-
mal. In case of  damage of  crops 
/ killing of  domestic animals by 
wild animals, the nearest for-
est / administrative office may 
consulted,’ the establishment 
informed. 

The Wildlife wing of  the Na-
galand Forest department has 
assured that it will ‘try its best 
to make compensation against 
the damage on the recommen-
dations of  the assessment com-
mittee’ under the leadership 
of  the deputy commissioner in 
concern. 

A view of Peducha church’s new building.

Peducha Baptist church gets new building

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN):  
Peducha Baptist Church 
(PBC) on Sunday dedi-
cated its beautiful new 
church building with a pro-
gramme themed ‘Khrista 
La Ziechülie.’ It is located 
at Kiruphema village in 
Kohima district.

Rev. Zhabu Terhüja un-
veiled the new building and 
opened the house of  God 
to the congregation, up-
dates informed on Sunday.  
The reverend delivered the 

sermon of  the event refer-
ring to Matthew 5:14: ‘You 
are the light of  the world. 
A city that is set on hill 
cannot be hidden.’ He re-
minded the gathering that 
“Christ is the foundation 
of  the church.”

Rev. Terhüja acknowl-
edged the faithful devotees 
for their generous contribu-
tion toward construction 
of  the church. He said that 
just as they had contrib-
uted generously, God will 

shower abundant blessings 
on them. He said that the 
church was a blessing for 
all and urged them to pray 
stronger for the growth of  
the church. The church 
leader was of  the opinion 
that the new church build-
ing was a sign of  unity 
and ‘the church must un-
derstand that Christ is for 
justice.’

Presiding over the occa-
sion was Pastor Pechüvilie 
Kruneilie, the updates stat-

Nagaland scouts and guides’ jubilee concludes

Kohima, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
The golden jubilee celebra-
tions of  the Nagaland State 
Bharat Scouts and Guides 
(NSBSG) have concluded 
on Friday. The event was 
observed with the theme 
“One world, one goal” at 
the State Training Centre 
at Pheza in Nerhema in 
Kohima district.

Former chief  min-
ister of  Nagaland Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu was 
the chief  guest of  the clos-
ing ceremony, updates on 
Sunday informed.

In his address at the 
programme, Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu congratulated 
the NSBSG for attaining 
50 years, and paid rich 

tribute to the pioneers who 
formed the organization. 
According to data avail-
able in 2010, there are 
2897 scouts and guides 
in the state. He urged the 
NSBSG to expand its units 
and organize more aware-
ness programs to increase 
the figure.

The legislator said 

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
An organisation represent-
ing the Ahthibung and 
Kebai Khelma areas have 
issued a message appeal-
ing that a youth reported 
to have been abducted by 
unidentified individuals be 
released soon.

 A note from an or-
ganisation appended sim-
ply ‘ZKPO,’ possibly the 
Zeliang and Kuki Public 
Organization, on Sunday 
said that about 20 days 
had passed since one La-
lneiniew Saith, son of  
Ngaithangniew Saith of  
Khelma village, was ab-

ducted by unidentified 
miscreants. The note was 
in image format and the 
date of  abduction was not 
legible. The note was ap-
pended by President Lam-
jasei Singson and Vice 
President Rangnim of  the 
ZKPO. 

‘... and his wherea-
bouts is unreachable and 
unnoticed (sic) till date 
which brings fear and pan-
ic during this Christmas 
season in Ahthibung and 
Kebai Khelma area,’ the 
organisation stated. 

The public and the 
ZKPO, the note said, are 

in anguish over the abduc-
tion of  the youth. ‘Every 
individual should be freely 
allowed to observe the 
birth of  Christ with their 
families loved and dear 
ones, far and near,’ the 
message read.

‘Therefore the general 
public and the ZKPO ap-
peal for peace and har-
mony to prevail during 
Christmas eve and urge 
for the timely release of  
the abducted youth at 
the earliest as Christmas 
is knocking at the door-
step, the birth of  prince of  
peace,’ it added.

Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, former chief minister, being felicitated at the golden jubilee of the scouts and 
guides’ organisation.   

ed. The church is a house 
of  prayer and a place of  
teaching God’s word, he 
said. ‘Church is a place of  
preaching gospel and also a 
place of  cleansing oneself. 
It is also a place to help 
poor,’ he added, according 
to the updates.

Medolhoulie Vielie, 
secretary of  the church 
construction commit-
tee, gave a report about 
the building construction 
work. The church was built 
at a cost of  one crore and 
80 lakh, the updates stated. 

The building has a seat-
ing capacity of  around 900 
with parking space, three 
washrooms with a capacity 
for nine; 32ft in height and 
covering 6850 sq.feet. 

Dzüviho Kin, convenor 
of  the church construction 
committee, thanked all the 
believers for their constant 
financial and prayer sup-
port during the construc-
tion period which took 
23 months. The convenor 
glorified God saying that 
labourers involved in the 
church construction were 
both Hindu and Christian.  

that there were around 
4.2 million members in 
this worldwide movement 
which started with 20 boys 
in 1907 by Lord Baden 
Powell.

The former chief  min-
ister also said that world-
wide movements such as 
the scouts and guides or-
ganisation inculcate the 
value of  discipline, social 
service and a sense of  pa-
triotism which should be 
‘highly appreciated by one 
and all across the world.’

Regretting that the 
present situation in Naga-
land was ‘not so pleasant,’ 
according to the updates, 
Liezietsu called upon the 
people to work together 
‘so that we can change the 
face of  Nagaland.’ “Atti-
tude of  people needs to be 
changed. We must develop 
work culture and so many 
things,” he was quoted as 
having said at the event. 
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 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1683SUD0KU 1522
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Salads of shredded cabbage
 6. Saturdays (abbrev.)
 10. Converse
 14. Boundary
 15. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
 16. Healthy
 17. Licorice-flavored seeds
 18. Close
 19. Units of cloth
 20. Impressions in the mind
 22. At sea
 24. Margarine
 25. Showy
 26. Abolutionist US Senator 

Charles ______
 29. Where the Mets play
 30. Safety elevator inventor
 31. Type of oceanic bird
 37. Wireless communication
 39. Noah’s ship
 40. A fine jet of droplets
 41. Thingamajig
 44. Leaning Tower
 45. Ages
 46. Start again
 48. Refinement and respectability
 52. Floor-length skirt
 53. Publisher William Randolph 

______
 54. Sumptuousness
 58. Great Lake
 59. English college
 61. Useful
 62. Egyptian river
 63. Perform again
 64. Superior quality
 65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
 66. Fortune teller
 67. Fluid buildup under the 

skin 
 DOWN
 1. Smack
 2. Connecting points
 3. Chieftain of the middle east

 4. The Badger State
 5. 80s detective show 

“Remington ______”
 6. 50s instrumental group 

“_____ and Johnny”
 7. Beers
 8. Hot beverage
 9. Abrader
 10. Pincerlike claw of a 

crab
 11. Angel “rings”
 12. God 
 13. Irritable
 21. Persian (abbrev.)

 23. Faults
 25. Stiff, cylindrical military 

dress hat
 26. Group by kind or type
 27. Southwest state
 28. Calf-length skirt
 29. People of Yugoslavia
 32. Porter
 33. Designated or selected 

to a position
 34. Journey
 35. Lessen
 36. Actresses Meg or Irene
 38. S-shaped curves in 

molding 
 42. Urine ducts
 43. Bric a ____
 47. Unbury
 48. City in Belgium
 49. Scary
 50. Wood fasteners
 51. Tall woody plants
 52. Not very significant
 54. Conveyed
 55. Ireland
 56. Slender
 57. Stiff hair or bristle
 60. Golf ball support
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Modern multi-purpose indoor stadium, 
Olympic Bhavan in Itanagar— Khandu

Manipur State Film awards honour film makers 

UCF organises Christmas carol in Diphu 

Assam adventurer pedals floating 
cycle to clear Thames litter

First ever ex-servicemen 
rally in Manipur

AKASGBA observes 114th foundation day in Diphu

IED found in Imphal West district

6 of family killed in road accident in AssamCSWO 
organises 
marathon 
in Diphu

Judima Festival in Assam’s Dima Hasao duringw Dec 28-29

Itanagar, Dec. 17 (IANS): Aru-
nachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu on Sunday announced set-
ting up  a modern multi-purpose 
indoor stadium, besides constructing 
an ‘Olympic Bhavan’ here.

While declaring open the two-day 
5th North East National Level Karate-
do Championship at NyokumLapang 
General Ground, Khandu urged the 
Sports Department to identify a suit-
able site for the stadium.

“Union Youth Affairs and Sports 
Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
has promised a multi-purpose indoor 
stadium. We need to identify a suit-
able plot immediately and pursue with 
the ministry,” Khandu said.

Reiterating his government’s com-

mitment to develop the sports sector, 
he also promised to construct an Ol-
ympic Bhavan in Itanagar for visiting 
sportspersons and officials.

Ten teams from the region would 
be vying against each other in this edi-
tion of the championship.

The teams include from Megha-
laya, Nagaland, Mizoram, Sikkim, 
Manipur, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
besides a team each from Arunachal 
Pradesh Police Sports Control Board, 
Assam Riffles and Darjeeling Gorkha 
Karate Association.

Lauding the unity and coordina-
tion amongst the region’s state level 
Karate associations in projecting the 
Northeast as a hub of promising and 
talented karate players, Khandu said 

due to pioneers like Likha Tara, who 
heads the joint organization of  all 
North Eastern Karate associations, 
the martial art has emerged as a 
sport that the states from the region 
excel in.

“Our youths - particularly from 
Arunachal Pradesh, have carved a 
niche not only in regional and na-
tional levels but also in international 
tournaments,” he said.

Khandu said the central govern-
ment is giving special focus in de-
veloping sports infrastructure in the 
region and the laying of foundation 
stone for a National Sports Univer-
sity during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s recent visit to Manipur is just 
one example.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec 17 (EMN):  
Prominent film maker and 
Director  Makhonmani 
Mongsaba’s Nangna Kappa 
Pakchade (Tears of a Wom-
an) and young and energetic 
documentary film Director 
Haobam Paban Kumar’s 
Loktak Lairembi (Lady of  
the Lake) bagged the best 
feature film titles for the 9th 
and 10th Manipur State Film 
awards. The 9th edition was 
for the year 2013-2014 and 
the 10th was for 2015-16.

Nangna Kappa Pakchade 
is produced by Thouyangba 
Meetei and Th. Thoungamba 
Meetei while Phum Sang was 
produced by Haobam Paban 
Kumar himself.

The awards were distrib-
uted during a colourful award 
distribution function held at 
Manipur Film Development 
Society (MFDS) auditorium 
in Imphal on Saturday night.

Manipur Chief  Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
and Arts and Culture Minis-
ter Langpoklakpam Jayenta-
kumar Singh were the main 
guests during the gathering.

In the non-feature cat-
egory, Phum Sang(Floating 
House) also directed by 
Haobam Paban Kumar and 
produced by Films Division 
got the best non-feature film 
for 9th edition while Ima 
Sabitri, directed by Bobo 
Khuraijam and produced by 
Gurumayum Ranita got the 
best non-feature film for 10th 
Manipur State Film award.

Best actor for feature film 
category for 2013-2014 goes 
to RK Kaiku Singh for the 
role of Oja Chinglensana for 
the film Nongmatang and 
for 2015-16,Best Actress title 
goes to Tonthoi Leisangthem 
for the role of Nungsithoi  for 
the film Nangna Kappa Pa-
kchade while Th Khelemba 

Meetei got the best actor 
award for his role as Leirik for 
the movie Khujinda Yotpi.

In best direction, Ma-
khonmani Mongsaba won 
the award for his film Nangna 
Kappa Packchade for 9th 
edition and Maipaksana 
Haorongbam for Eibusu 
Yaohanbiyu for 10th edition.

The Best film critic award 
of  the 9th and 10th edition 
of  the state film award was 
awarded to Herojit Nong-
maithem and Bobby Wa-
hengbam respectively. MFDS 
lifetime achievement award 
title goes to Lourembam 
Pishak Devi while veteran 
artiste Oinam Biramangol 
Singh was conferred Life-
time Achievement Awards 
for his contribution towards 
Manipuri Cinema.

Mentioning that the 
State has huge potential and 
talents in the field of  Cin-
ema however there are less 

number of people who give 
due recognition, apprecia-
tion and support those who 
work hard in such fields, 
while addressing the award 
distribution function, Chief  
Minister Biren said that the 
government is working out 
a Welfare Policy for better 
livelihood, to uplift the living 
standards and welfare of the 
performing artists and their 
families in the State.

 In Presidential speech, 
Minister for Art and Culture 
L Jayantakumar Singh said 
that the journey of Manipuri 
films is just a beginning but 
it has brought many laurels 
of the State in both National 
and International platforms 
in such as short span. 

He announced that MS-
FDS would be screening 
films from various states and 
countries on every Saturdays 
and Sundays for the film lov-
ers of the state soon.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
To celebrate the birth of  
Jesus Christ, the Christian 
communities of Diphu area 
organised Christmas carol 
and a car rally under the 
aegis of   United Christian 
Forum (UCF) on Dec. 16 at 
Diphu town. 

Inter denominational 
churches in around Diphu 
town participated in the 
event.  It was also seen that, 
the participants turned up in 
the program with more than 
500 vehicles well decorated 
to be part of the the Christ-
mas carol program.  Little 
children to young and old 
participated in the carol.     

The rally was started 
from Christian English High 
school playground where 
Rev. Benting Teron, Chair-
man of the carol flagged off  
the carol around 12:30 pm, 
the rally was first headed to 

New Delhi ,  Dec.  17 
(PTI):  Assam’s Dhruv 
Boruah loves adventures 
with a purpose and to 
generate awareness about 
plastic pollution, he made 
a special floating bicycle 
from bamboo and pedalled 
down the Thames river in 
the UK to clear litter.

He cycled 150 miles 
(241 km approximately) 
from Lechlade, Glouces-
tershire to Tower Bridge 
near London for nine days 
in September and collect-
ed things such as plastic 
bottles, cups and glasses, 
chocolate wrappers, milk 
bottles and even a packet 
of  chicken breasts.

Daily, he collected two 
baskets full of  litter.

“It was not all of  a sud-
den. It was a gradual proc-
ess. I have always loved 
adventure but adventure 
with a purpose.

 I love ocean racing 
and once while sailing 
from London to Brazil, 
I saw how the waters are 
exposed to plastic litter,” 
Boruah, who hails from 
Dhemaji district of  Assam 

and is now based in Lon-
don, told PTI.

A former corporate 
management consultant 
and now an entrepreneur, 
the 35-year-old said his 
‘Biking on the Thames’ 
campaign was born there-
after.

Then the question of  
his mode of  transport 
arose.

“I wanted the vehicle 
to be wacky, different. I 
wanted people to notice it 
so that my message reach-
es out to many,” he said.

Boruah had made a 
bicycle from bamboo last 
year.

“The  bamboo was 
from the UK and Vietnam. 
I modified it a bit and used 
the floats from Italy,” he 
said.

And his vehicle was 
definitely able to grab eye-
balls.

“People were curi -
ous to see the bicycle and 
many stopped to have a 
chat with me. So I was able 
to tell them what I was 
doing and urge them to 
start thinking about ways 

to reduce plastic,” he said.
However, things were 

not easy for Boruah as he 
faced a lot of  problems 
on the first day of  his ad-
venture.

“I  had just  s tar ted 
when the bicycle toppled 
over as I tried to get it off  
the pontoon. I could see 
bubbles in the water and 
thought this was the end 
of  it. On top of  it, it was 
raining heavily. But then 
I regained my composure 
and managed to retrieve 
the vehicle,” he said.

In the next spring, 
Boruah plans to have a go 
at another Thames clean-
ing drive but said he would 
perhaps also involve some-
one who is interested.

Boruah’s motto is: be 
smart with plastics, and 
he plans to work with a 
few government organisa-
tions to take his campaign 
forward. 

He is now looking for-
ward to embark on a trip 
from Seoul to Pyongyang 
next year on his handmade 
bamboo bicycle to spread 
the message of  peace.

Diphu-Manja road till Manja and then 
back to Diphu and had a one round in the 
main road of Diphu town. UCF, General 
Secretary, Tom Mangattuthazhe, informed 
Eastern Mirror correspondent that such 
carol is first of its kind being organised in 
the region, the car rally is an expression 
of Christian unity in the district of Karbi 

Anglong, Assam.
In the evening hours Christmas carol 

singing and gospel concert was also 
organised , Christmas album by Jambili 
Sisters was also released in the program.  
The Christmas message was delivered 
by CBCNEI, General Secretary  Rev. Dr. 
Solomon Rongpi.        

Imphal, Dec. 17 (PTI): 
The first ever state level 
ex-servicemen rally in 
Manipur was organised 
by the army today to 
honour the veteran sol-
diers of  the state and 
their respective families.

The rally was held at 
the Leimakhong Mili-
tary Station in Imphal 
West district. Veteran 
soldiers, widows of  mar-
tyred soldiers and their 
dependents were given 
warm reception and fe-
licitated with presenta-
tions and guided about 
the various facilities that 
can be availed from vari-
ous departments.

Chief  Guest Lt Gen 
(Retd)  K Himalaya 

Singh, told the gather-
ing, that the main pur-
pose of  the rally is to 
ensure welfare for all 
ex-servicemen in the 
state and reminded them 
that the army cares for 
its veterans.

He remarked the 
state has the highest per 
capita officer cadres in 
the country and high-
lighted the contribution 
the Indian Armed forces 
have made in nation 
building.

A booklet on vari-
ous welfare schemes un-
der implementation by 
the government and the 
armed forces for the ben-
efit of  the ex-servicemen 
was also released.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec.17 (EMN): Goan 
buras are playing a great role 
in shaping up the all round de-
velopment of  Karbi Anglong 
likewise the goaburas are to 
abide with responsibility so 
that they perform their du-
ties diligently and sincerely, 
conveyed Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council, Executive 
Member (EM) In charge Ag-
riculture Department, Amar 

Sing Tisso. 
He also stated that sarkari 

goanbura salary need to be 
increased and in this regard 
he will put the matter with 
KAAC, CEM Tuliram Rong-
hangwho graced the occasion 
as the chief  guest  during the 
114th  foundation day of  All 
Karbi Anglong Sorkari Goan 
Bura Association (AKAS-
GBA) held at Karbi club on 
Dec.17,Sunday. 

Imphal, Dec. 17 (PTI): An improvised explosive device (IED) was 
recovered by police from a village in Imphal West district today.

The local people found the IED at a spot near Konthoujam 
and Lainam village under Patsoi Police Station in district, a police 
officer said.

The local people immediately informed the police.
A combined team of police and army personnel rushed to the 

area and cordoned the place and safely removed the IED and took 
it for disposal, said the officer.

Nalbari (Assam), Dec. 17 (PTI): Six members of a family 
were this evening killed in a road accident at Balikuchi vil-
lage on Kamarkuchi-Paikarkuchi road in Assam’s Nalbari 
district, police said.

Samo Talukdar, a resident of Sonkani village, and his 
family members were returning home after visiting his elder 
daughter’s house when their car skidded off the road and fell 
into a ditch in Balikuchi village here, they said.

Talukdar, his wife Barada Talukdar, their daughter Rumi 
Talukdar (38) and her daughters Pragati Talukdar (10) and 
Pampi Talukdar (2) were killed in the accident, the police 
said. The bodies have been brought out from the ditch and 
sent for post-mortem.

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and Indus-
tries and Commerce Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary 
have condoled the death of the six persons.

Assam CM mourns death of Balikuchi road accident 
victims

Guwahati, Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
has mourned the death of six members of a family in a road 
accident at Balikuchi village on Kamarkuchi-Paikarkuchi 
road in Nalbari district on Saturday evening.

In a message, Sonowal said he was saddened to hear 
the news of the fatal road accident which claimed the lives 
of Samo Talukdar, a resident of Sonkani village and five 
members of his family including his wife, three daughters 
and grandchild, official sources said.

The chief minister also expressed his sympathies to the 
bereaved family and prayed for eternal peace of the departed 
souls. The family of Samo Talukdar was returning home 
when the car in which they were travelling skidded off the 
road and fell into a ditch.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec.17 (EMN): 
Christ Social Workers Or-
ganisation (CSWO) organ-
ised 1st Cross Country race 
(Marathon) in memory of  
Bhubin Ch.Bharma here 
on Dec.17, Sunday. The 
marathon covered a dis-
tance of  5.1 km. More than 
70 including school chil-
dren took part in the race.

The Marathon race was 
flagged off  by its President 
Anup Kr. Brahma. The 
Abutani Kutum a resident 
of  Lumding came first and 
was rewarded with cash 
prize of  Rs.10, 000 and 
certificate,  Joysing Rong-
hang stood second and was 
rewarded cash prize of  Rs. 
5000 with certificate and 
3rd Prize was Rahul Lama 
who was rewarded with 
cash of  Rs.2000. Among 
the participant Ratna Ba-
hadur Thapa (10) was 
awarded special prize of  
the youngest participant in 
the Marathon.

Guwahati, Dec. 17 (PTI): A two-
day cultural extravaganza is being 
organised in Assam’s Dima Hasao hill 
district, where one can enjoy song and 
dance by local residents after savour-
ing the amazing Dimasa delicacies 
along with rice brew.

The ‘Judima Festival’ at Haflong 
will also showcase the scenic beauty 
of the hill district, home to flora and 
fauna and breathtaking waterfalls, on 
December 28-29, besides rock concert, 
dance performance, ballad singing, 
storytelling and traditional sports, the 
organisers said in a press release.

A unity bike rally for brotherhood 
and peace, Barail hill night trekking, 
heritage trek along a 19-km strip of an 
abandoned metre-gauge railway track 

are part of the festival.
The festival is named after ‘Ju-

dima’, the traditional rice brew of the 
Dimasa community, which is unique 
in taste, method of preparation, and is 
an integral part of the Dimasa social 
life.

Apart from being a symbolic cel-
ebration of the rich cultural artefacts 
of  the district, the festival aims to 
initiate the idea of an alternative liveli-
hood to the local brewers and tourism 
among the ethnic groups residing in 
the district.

Events at the festival, thus, is 
planned accordingly and one can 
savour various ethnic delicacies in 
the form of food, fabric and fabulous 
performances like traditional song, 

dance and sports, which provide a 
glimpse of life and lore of the people 
in the district.

Cultural tour is an added attrac-
tion for those interested in knowing 
about different ways of  living in the 
lap of nature, the release said.

Haflong is the only hill station in 
Assam and the district of Dima Hasao 
having almost 90 per cent of  land 
undulated with hills, ridges and ser-
pentine rapids provides ample scope 
for adventure events. 

Bendao Baiglai waterfall trekking-
cum-culture walk at Sampharidisa vil-
lage, sightseeing at Haflong with some 
breathtaking views, rock concert to be 
performed by three leading rock bands 
from the region will also be organised.
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A blogger live streams on two mobile phones standing by one of the EVE concept cars from Chinese automaker NIO during an event to 
launch the ES8 electric SUV in Beijing.

AP/PTI

Railway nod for Rs 12,000-cr upgrade 
of mishap-prevention system

US stocks post weekly gains 
amid Fed rate hikes, tax bill

India not being 
blamed for collapse of 
WTO talks – Prabhu

RERA’s administration 
under Urban Affairs 
Ministry’s domain

Outcome of Gujarat elections to guide equity markets 

Next-Gen Mercedes-Benz 
G-Class Spotted Testing Again

Motorola announced new 
Moto Mods, renting facility

New Delhi, Dec. 17 (IANS): The 
Indian Railways has cleared a Rs 
12,000-crore proposal to equip elec-
tric locomotives with the latest Euro-
pean train protection system.

At its meeting on December 15, 
the Railway Board cleared the pro-
posal to equip 6,000 electric locos 
with European Train Control System 
(ETCS) Level-II to help drivers - or pi-
lots -- to prevent rail mishaps, a senior 
Railway Ministry official told IANS.

Besides, the Board also decided 
to install the ETCS Level-II system 
on the entire 9,054 km-long Golden 
Quadrilateral route connecting the 
four metros to make it a fully acci-
dent-free corridor.

The entire project to ensure ETCS 
Level-II compliance is expected to 
cost around INR 12,000 crore. 

There are cases where accidents 
occur due to error of  locomotive 
pilots who generally have to work in 
very stressful conditions.

Currently, the Railways has a ba-
sic automatic train protection system 
based on the ETCS Level-I specifi-

cation to provide a back-up to loco 
pilots on a limited stretch.

Known as a “train protection 
warning system”, the facility based 
on ETCS Level-I has been imple-
mented on about 342 km of  rail 
route. Gatiman Express, running at 
160 kmph between Nizamuddin and 
Agra, safely runs at this speed pro-
tected by the system.

However, it was decided to up-
grade the system to put it on par with 
world standards as the ETCS Level-I 
has limitations.

In a train protection warning sys-
tem, information regarding the condi-
tion of  the signals ahead -- whether it 
is showing red, yellow or green -- is 
communicated to the locomotive and 
is shown on a display screen called 
DMI (Driver Machine Interface) in 
the front of  the loco pilot.

In the ETCS Level-I system, this 
information regarding the condition 
of  the signal ahead is periodically re-
ceived in the loco whenever it passes 
over a device called “balise” which 
is fitted in the middle of  the track at 

certain intervals.
Thus this has a limitation that 

the information regarding the signal 
ahead is received only when a loco 
passes over a balise -- and the driver 
has to wait till he passes over the next 
balise to get updated information. 

This disadvantage of  the ETCS 
Level-I is overcome in ETCS Level-II, 
which ensures that the status of  the 
signal ahead is continuously available 
in the loco through a wireless radio 
medium using a GSM-R (Global 
System for Mobile Communication-
Railways) network.

GSM-R is similar to the mobile 
GSM network with some special 
features for Railway applications. 
With the status of  the signal continu-
ously available, the driver can now 
run the train more efficiently, as per 
the movement authority available to 
him, thereby improving overall speed 
and the section capacity of  the route.

With the implementation of  
ETCS Level-II, the balise fitted on the 
track for communicating the status of  
signals are no longer required.

N ew  Yo r k ,  D e c.  1 7 
(IANS): US stocks wit-
nessed solid gains for the 
week, as investors digested 
the Federal Reserve’s deci-
sion to hike interest rates 
while anticipating details 
of  a Republican tax bill.

For the week, the blue-
chip Dow added 1.3 per 
cent and the broader S&P 
500 increased 0.9 per cent, 
while the tech-heavy Nas-
daq jumped 1.4 per cent, 
Xinhua reported.

The Fed meeting was 
in the spotlight during the 
week. 

After the conclusion 
of  its two-day policy meet-
ing, the Fed announced on 
Wednesday that in view of  
realised and expected la-
bour market conditions and 

inflation, the central bank 
decided to raise the target 
range for the federal funds 
rate to 1.25 to 1.50 per cent.

“This change highlights 
that the (Federal Open 
Market) Committee ex-
pects the labour market to 
remain strong, with sus-
tained job creation, ample 
opportunities for work-
ers and rising wages,” Fed 
Chair Janet Yellen was 
quoted as saying.

In determining the 
timing and size of  future 
adjustments to the target 
range for the federal funds 
rate, the Fed will assess 
realised and expected eco-
nomic conditions relative 
to its objectives of  maxi-
mum employment and two 
per cent inflation.

The central bank of-
ficials still envisioned three 
more rate hikes in 2018, 
unchanged from their fore-
cast in September, accord-
ing to the latest quarterly 
projections released on 
Wednesday.

The central bank also 
raised its GDP estimate 
from 2.1 per cent in Sep-
tember to 2.5 per cent.

Meanwhile, investors 
kept a close eye on progress 
of  the country’s tax reform. 

A last-minute increase 
to the child tax credit is 
the latest addition to the 
Republicans’ bill set to be 
unveiled later Friday, in a 
move that may secure votes 
for the plan after key sena-
tors wavered, according to 
the Market Watch.

Buenos Aires, Dec 17 
(IANS): It is the first time 
that India is not being 
blamed for the collapse 
of  talks at the just con-
cluded 11th World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) min-
isterial conference here, 
Commerce Minister Suresh 
Prabhu has said.

The talks at the 11th 
ministerial conference 
(MC11) broke down ear-
lier this week as the United 
States reneged on its com-
mitment, along with other 
countries, to find a perma-
nent solution to the issue 
of  public food stockholding 
by members of  the multilat-
eral trade body. 

“We came here with an 
open mind. This is the first 
time that India is not being 
blamed... we are definitely 

not going back as villains,” 
Prabhu told reporters here 
on Saturday.

“We knew that noth-
ing was going to happen 
because of  the way the US 
administration was moving 
and questioning the effi-
ciency of  the global trading 
system,” he said. 

The  Min i s t e r  sa id 
that India was keen for 
a permanent solution to 
the food stockpiling issue, 
which ought to have been 
better than the existing 
“Peace Clause” compro-
mise agreed upon earlier at 
the WTO till a permanent 
solution was found. 

The WTO talks here 
collapsed after Assistant 
US Trade Representative 
Sharon Bomer Lauritsen 
declared in a small group 

meeting that a permanent 
solution to the food stock-
holding issue was not ac-
ceptable to America.

Prabhu said that he had 
held over two dozen bilat-
eral meetings here during 
which he explained India’s 
position, as well as of  the 
developing countries, on 
various issues.

U n d e r  t h e  W T O 
norms, a member-country’s 
food subsidy bill should not 
breach the limit of  10 per 
cent of  the value of  produc-
tion based on the reference 
price of  1986-88.

India has been seek-
ing amendments to this 
formula, fearing that full 
implementation of  its food 
security programme may 
result in breaching of  the 
WTO subsidy limit.

New Delhi, Dec. 17 (PTI): The matters related to the ad-
ministration of the RERA for regulation of the real estate 
sector and to protect the interest of consumers will be dealt 
by the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry, an official 
order said.

The central government has amended the Government 
of India (Allocation of Business) Rules 1961, in this regard.

The work of the Real Estate (Regulation and Develop-
ment) Act, 2016, which mandates the establishment of the 
Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), will be looked 
after by the Urban Affairs Ministry, the order issued by the 
Cabinet Secretariat said.

The RERA is for regulation and promotion of the real 
estate sector and to ensure sale of plot, apartment or build-
ing in an efficient and transparent manner and to protect the 
interest of consumers in the real estate sector.

The law also has provisions for the establishment of  
an adjudicating mechanism for speedy dispute redressal 
related to the real estate sector.

The administration of the Street Vendors (Protection of  
Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014, 
will also be done by the same ministry.

Mumbai, Dec. 17 (IANS):  
The outcome of the Gujarat 
assembly elections, along 
with the announcement on 
implementing the “e-way” 
bill and global cues -- espe-
cially the US tax reforms 
-- are expected to drive senti-
ments in the key domestic 
equity indices in the coming 
week.

Market analysts ob-
served that cues from Par-
liament’s winter session, 
coupled with the direction 
of foreign fund flows and the 
rupee’s movement against 
the US dollar will also im-
pact investors’ risk-taking 
appetite.

“The next week would 
begin with the Assembly 
election results being de-
clared. All eyes would be on 
the outcome. While the exit 
polls predict a victory for the 
NDA (National Democratic 
Alliance), the margin of  
the same will matter more 
for the market sentiment,” 
Devendra Nevgi, Founder 
and Principal Partner, Delta 
Global Partners, told IANS.

“The market is already 
pricing the best case scenario 
and some short covering had 
helped the sentiment too. 
A high vote share would 

The new Mercedes-Benz G-Class will 
be unveiled at the 2018 North American 
International Auto Show, in Detroit USA. 
The SUV will come with a 4.0-liter turbo-
charged V8 engine and a new 2.9-liter I6 
diesel engine.

A new test mule of the upcoming next-
generation Mercedes-Benz G-Class was 

recently spotted testing again in Germany. 
This time around the SUV was seen at a 
fuel station which is why we have a much 
clearer image of the new G-Wagen. The 
new-gen model is expected to make its 
global debut sometime next year, possibly 
at the 2018 North American International 
Auto Show, in Detroit, USA. 

Moto Mods can be attached to the back 
of  the smartphone for enhanced experi-
ence. As of  now, Motorola was offering 
a boomboz, a projector and a camera 
with 10x zoom capability was available.

Motorola has announced a new 
policy under which users of  Moto Z 
can rent the Moto Mods for a week for 
just INR 399. Meanwhile, the company 
has also announced the launch of  three 
new Moto Mods in Indian including, 
JBL SoundBoost 2 speaker Mod, Moto 
GamePad Mod and Moto TurboPower 
Pack battery Mod.

Moto Mods can be attached to the 
back of  the smartphone for enhanced 
experience. As of  now, Motorola was 
offering a boomboz, a projector and a 
camera with 10x zoom capability was 
available.

The new JBL SoundBoost 2 Moto 

Mod comes with 10 hours of  battery 
life thanks to a 1035 mAh battery and 
is water resistant. It is available for INR 
6,999 and comes in black, red and blue 
colours. As the name suggests, it will 
give your smartphone with powerful JBL 
stereo sound.

The Moto Gamepad is meant for the 
game enthuiasts. It allows users to con-
trol sound with the help of  four action 
buttons, dual control sticks and D-pad. 
You can get it for INR 5,999.

The Moto Turbo PowerPack Mod, 
as the name suggests, increases the bat-
tery life of  the handsets. Priced at INR 
5,999, it comes with fast charging sup-
port - Motorola promises a 50% charge 
in just 20 minutes.

As far as the renting facility is con-
cerned, as of  now it is available in top 
eight metros only.
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CIHSR invites those interested to run a Canteen for patients and 
staff of CIHSR to apply in written to the Director- CIHSR, 4th Mile, 

Dimapur on or before 31st December 2017.
Details of prior experience (if any) and plan for running such a food 

outlet may be submitted along with the application.
Freshers may also apply.

For any other queries, kindly contact Reception :0386- 242555 DP
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CIHSR (Referral Hospital)
Dimapur, Nagaland

NAGALAND MEDICAL COUNCIL
(CONSTITUTED UNDER THE NAGALAND 

MEDICAL COUNCIL ACT OF 2014)
KOHIMA-797001: NAGALAND

NOTIFICATION
The Nagaland Medical Council hereby notify that for the forth 
coming election to the 7(Seven) members of the Council, all 
registered medical practitioners, who have registered prior to 31st 
Oct 2017 are directed to collect their voters slip either in person or 
by an authorized person. Any registered practitioners who fail to 
get their voters slip may contact the undersigned. The last date of 
receipt of voting papers is 24th Jan 2018 till 2.00 pm.
Address:
Nagaland Medical Council 
PMTI Complex  
Merhulietsa Colony 
Kohima-797001, Nagaland 
Contact No.: +917085230101
Office No.: +913702242454

      Sd/-
(Dr. Kevilhulie Meyase) 

Returning Officer & Deputy 
Registrar 

Nagaland Medical Council                     
Kohima: Nagaland KG
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raise the chances of  NDA 
winning in the 2019 general 
elections. With the foreign 
investors in holiday mood, 
the activity levels are likely to 
be lower with support from 
DIIs (domestic institutional 
investors).”

According to Vinod 
Nair, Head of  Research, 
Geojit Financial Services: 
“The verdict of the Himach-
al (Pradesh) and Gujarat 
state elections will be the 
key trigger for the market 
next week.”

“Cues from the winter 
session will also be closely 
followed. Any deviation 
from the exit polls could 
negatively impact the mar-
ket sentiment in the near 

to medium term. After the 
election results, the markets 
will also look towards global 
cues and US tax reforms,” 
Nair said.

In terms of  economic 
indicators, the healthy ex-
ports figures for November 
released after market hours 
on last Friday are expected 
to give a fillip to the equity 
markets.

Currency-wise, the ru-
pee had strengthened by 
41 paise to close at 64.04 
against the US dollar from 
its last week’s close at 64.45.

“The rupee has been 
one of the best-performing 
currencies in the world... 
We continue to expect in-
flows in debt and equity. 

As a result, rupee can range 
between 63.80 and 64.30,” 
Anindya Banerjee, Deputy 
Vice President for Currency 
and Interest Rates with Ko-
tak Securities, told IANS.

“We can see equities 
rallying and so too currency 
once the results are out. 
However, do not expect 
a repeat of  the post-Uttar 
Pradesh impact, as position-
ing is already aggressively in 

long rupee and long equi-
ties.”

As per  provisional 
figures from the stock ex-
changes, foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) sold scrips 
worth Rs 609.91 crore dur-
ing the week.

On technical levels, the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) Nifty’s upside faces 
an immediate resistance at 
10,410 points-mark.

It is hereby informed to all Candidates that the recruitment examination scheduled 
for LDA -cum- Computer Assistant for 20th December 2017 issued vide 
Advertisement of even number dated 15/11/2017 is hereby postponed indefinitely. 
The next date for examination will be notified in due course. Further the issue of 
Admit Card scheduled for 18th and 19th December 2017 also stands postponed. 
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Politics of Agitation

L
ike the rest of  the world, the politics of  agitation 
may have found its way in to Nagaland too and it 
has come to stay. Like any other people whose his-
tory was shaped by agitations, even in India the suc-

cess of  many political parties is based on the politics of  agi-
tation also referred to as agitational politics. Not only under 
repressive regimes or governments but also in a democracy it 
has become an inherent and an important aspect of  politics. 
Although it occurs more in the emerging economies but it is 
not completely absent in the developed countries too. It is also 
not untrue to say that the regional and the communist parties 
were and are more agitational in the country. India during in-
dependence can be said to have just one single party; the INC.

The rise in the number of  agitations has increased even 
in Nagaland especially since the coming of  the current set 
of  lawmakers in 2013. The last five years have witnessed the 
formation of  many anti-graft organisations and also pressure 
groups with certain specific objectives. The first to be formed, 
in the last five years, would be the Acaut and the latest the 
Public Service Aspirants of  Nagaland. While the former voic-
es generally against corruption in public offices the latter’s ob-
jective is to bring meritocracy and equality in opportunity of  
government jobs. The coming together of  these two groups to 
lead the recent agitations can be termed as a success, leading 
the government to listen to their demands.

However, the last five years also witnessed the highest 
number of  violent movements including lynching incidents 
and the highest cases of  arson all around the state. The tussle 
in the ruling party, that started right after the elections were 
announced, resulted in the burning down of  a party office 
in Dimapur and vandalism at the NPF party’s central head-
quarters. The Naga political groups and their cadres were also 
not spared and one camp was also completely razed to the 
ground. The biggest loss to public property occurred when the 
agitations against the ULB elections turned violent resulting 
in burning of  many government offices in Kohima besides of-
fices damaged in the other districts. All these incidents had 
injury and death involved. There were also instances when 
undercurrents of  inter-tribal and inter-regional rivalries were 
evident.

Although the politics of  agitation was always present since 
statehood the present scenario is unparalleled. The events that 
are happening in the state needs some very in depth delibera-
tions by all stakeholders. As is the case in all crowd uprisings, 
painting the image of  the common enemy works but is dan-
gerous. Citing the Arab Spring to evoke the young innocent 
Naga minds indicates either intellectual deficiency or a very 
sinister design. The death toll, when Libya and Syria are con-
sidered, exceeds 2 lac. since the uprising started in the region 
and is still counting. The initial death toll was reported to be 
about 35 thousand with about 900 in Egypt only. It is time the 
Naga intellectuals, if  there are any, need to come out and say 
something. The path of  the Naga society has reached a point 
where the need to ask direction is fundamental.

There are just a handful of  statesmen who 
have greatly influenced the course of  the 
20th century -- for good or bad. But can we 
categorise leaders on this moral standard 

-- for the most evil may have done some good, or 
vice versa. We could try the more tangible measure 
of  success and failure, but how much importance 
should be given to the means they used? How about 
their literary presence?

And in as per actual appearance, express or im-
plied, rather than works set in their era, Stalin could 
win hands-down, against Adolf  Hitler, Winston 
Churchill, Mahatma Gandhi, Mao Zedong and 
Nelson Mandela, though he could face some chal-
lenge from John F. Kennedy and Vladimir Putin. 
The Soviet Union’s second -- and longest -- ruler 
crops up in a wide range of  works in English, span-
ning political fiction to historical thrillers -- a trend 
which continues even now.

But why is Joseph Stalin (1878-1953), whose 
139th birth anniversary falls on Monday, so fa-
voured, given he is not a very positive figure?

Josef  Vissarionovich Dzugashvili, or Stalin (his 
revolutionary pseudonym), was insecure, devious, 
did not take insults lightly, held grudges until he 
could exact revenge, and was unmoved by the suf-
fering or deaths of  his enemies (and their families) 
and other victims -- including his second wife and at 
least one son.

As a ruler, he caused enormous suffering and 
nearly wrecked the country. Millions of  Soviet citi-
zens died, were killed outright or perished in camps 
due to crimes, real and imagined. His purges went 
on decimate top defence personnel, the government 
(including two secret service chiefs) and even the 

Stalinist Stories: The Soviet Man 
of Steel’s Fictional Forays

Vikas Datta | IANS
Communist Party, where almost all the old Bolshe-
viks were eliminated.

Then Stalin entered into an opportunistic pact 
with Hitler that began the Second World War, but 
soon his one-time ally turned on him and overran 
large parts of  Soviet territory.

However, soon the Germans were soon stopped 
and chased back to Berlin. And the Soviet Union 
emerged as one of  the two superpowers -- with nu-
clear weapons (with information stolen from the 
West), and a large part of  Central and Eastern Eu-
rope under its control.

On the other hand, Stalin, could read at an in-
credible pace, had over 20,000 books -- which he had 
all read as per his notings in them -- had an excel-
lent memory, an appreciation of  both high and low 
culture, and could be charismatic when he wanted 
-- as British novelist H.G. Wells and Yugoslav com-
munist (later dissident) Milovan Djilas could attest.

With all this making him a fascinating, though 
equally repellent, figure, and his literary debut 
dates from 1940 with Arthur Koestler’s “Darkness 
at Noon”. Set in 1938 during the Great Purge and 
dealing with the fate of  an Old Bolshevik now ac-
cused of  treason, it doesn’t name either the Soviet 
regime or its leader, who are just referred to as “the 
Party” and “Number One”, but the reference is ob-
vious.

More famous depictions include George Or-
well’s “Animal Farm” (1945), where he is Napo-
leon. However, the author commends his bravery 
in staying on in Moscow as the Germans advance, 
with the scene where Napoleon stays upright during 
an explosion even as the other animals duck. 

Orwell’s “Nineteen Eighty-Four” or “1984” 
(1949) is an attack on a totalitarian regime, that 
could be either Nazi or Stalinist, though it leans 
toward the latter with the sort of  “cult of  personal-

ity” shown in it. Similarly, “Big Brother”, with his 
prominent moustache, could be more Stalin than 
Hitler, who had a toothbrush growth.

Stalin, as himself, is a major player in the In-
spector Pekkala series of  crime fiction by Sam 
Eastland, the pseudonym of  American academi-
cian and novelist Paul Watkins. Starring Pekkala, 
an uncanny Finn who was once Tsar Nicholas II’s 
trusted investigator, they seem freed from the Gulag 
by Stalin, who gets him to work for the regime by 
heartless manipulation.

In the seven installments from “Eye of  the Red 
Tsar” (2010) to “Berlin Red” (2016), Stalin some-
times appears even benign but rapidly comes back 
to his scheming, heartless self, once even ordering 
Pekkala be eliminated after a self-serving denuncia-
tion.

A more realistic depiction is in British historian 
and novelist Simon Sebag Montefiore’s Moscow 
Trilogy -- “Sashenka” (2008), “One Night in Win-
ter” (2013) and “Red Sky at Noon” (2017). Mon-
tefiore, who has also written “Stalin: The Court of  
the Red Tsar” (2003) and “Young Stalin” (2007), 
draws on his knowledge to show Stalin in all his 
colours -- the all-night orgies, the despotic style -- 
but especially his cunning and viciousness -- making 
promises he doesn’t intend to keep, being cryptic in 
his orders to claim deniability, setting subordinates 
against each other, and keeping everyone in line by 
even targetting their families.

There are more, but these should suffice for a 
good idea of  Stalin, who could be said to have done 
“great things -- terrible, yes, but great” as Harry Pot-
ter is told when he selects a wand in the start of  his 
adventures.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS. The 
views expressed are personal. He can be contacted at 

vikas.d@ians.in)

God secures our hope in His unchanging character.

The week before Christmas, two months after my mom died, 
holiday shopping and decorating sat at the bottom of my prior-
ity list. I resisted my husband’s attempts to comfort me as I 
grieved the loss of our family’s faith-filled matriarch. I sulked 

as our son, Xavier, stretched and stapled strands of Christmas lights 
onto the inside walls of our home. Without a word, he plugged in the 
cord before he and his dad left for work.

As the colorful bulbs blinked, God gently drew me out of my dark-
ness. No matter how painful the circumstances, my hope remained 
secure in the light of God’s truth, which always reveals His unchang-
ing character.

Psalm 146 affirms what God reminded me on that difficult morn-
ing: My endless “hope is in the Lord,” my helper, my mighty and mer-
ciful God (v. 5). As Creator of all, He “remains faithful forever” (v. 6). 
He “upholds the cause of the oppressed,” protecting us and providing 
for us (v. 7). “The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down” (v. 8). He 
“watches over” us, “sustains” us, and will always be King (vv. 9–10).

Sometimes, when Christmas rolls around, our days will overflow 
with joyful moments. Sometimes, we’ll face loss, experience hurt, or 
feel alone. But at all times, God promises to be our light in the dark-
ness, offering us tangible help and everlasting hope.

Father God, thanks for inviting us to know and rely on Your 
unchanging character as the source of our eternal hope.

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 146  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God.                     

    ~  Psalm 146:5

DAILY
PATH

Everlasting Hope

Sirshendu Panth | IANS

 Ajoy Ashirwad Mahaprashasta | thewire.in

Eight years back, Sathi Mondal 
was a normal, jovial teenager, 
enjoying life and dreaming of  
making it big in sports. That’s 

till a botched-up medical treatment de-
railed her life’s planned journey. Now 
she can’t take a morsel of  food or even 
water through her mouth, shuttles be-
tween home and hospital, and suffers 
excruciating pain.

But the girl, coming from a fam-
ily living a hand-to-mouth existence in 
West Bengal’s Nadia district, has steel 
in her. She continued her studies and, 
with hopes for a career in sports fading, 
turned to writing poetry in a big way, 
giving a fresh dimension to her life.

The 23-year-old has already penned 
over 500 Bengali poems, more than a 
hundred of  which have been published 
in small and big magazines. Earning 
critical acclaim, Sathi now gets invita-
tions from literary conferences across 
West Bengal, with her tale moving the 
celebrated poets of  the state.

“When I write poetry, or see my po-
ems getting published in print, I forget 
all my problems. I feel I can live a hun-
dred years,” Sathi told IANS from her 
hospital bed.

Her eyes twinkle and the face lights 
up with hope. And one instantly gets 
a feel of  Sathi’s inner strength that has 
helped her soldier on, despite the very 

challenging circumstances.
Sathi’s troubles began in 2009 when 

she had an intestinal infection.
“A test went wrong, and my alimen-

tary canal burst. I spent six months in 
hospital and then three months conva-
lescing at home. I could not eat or drink 
anything orally,” said Sathi, a resident 
of  Ghoshpara in Nadia district, around 
55 km from Kolkata.

To feed her, the doctors fitted the 
Ryles Tube to her stomach. And since 
then, that has been her only mode for 
ingestion.

“I am surviving on a liquid diet. 
Since the Ryles Tube has been there for 
so many years, that causes complica-
tions frequently. There is pain and, at 
times, it becomes unbearable.”

Only in October, Sathi had to be 
rushed to hospital four times for doctors 
to change the tube.

“I try to bear my pain by writing po-
etry. I have nothing else in my life now, 
except poetry.”

“Sometimes I feel survival would be 
difficult. And it is here that my poetry 
comes in. It is my poems which inspire 
me to continue my battle,” said Sathi, 
whose father Gopal Mondal -- a van 
rickshaw driver -- passed away one-and-
a-half  years ago.

Sathi considers Nobel laureate poet 
Rabindranath Tagore as her role model. 
Leading Bengali poets Nirendranath 
Chakraborty and Aranyak Basu are also 
her favourites.

But it is Aranyak Basu that Sathi is 
deeply indebted to. “He is the one who 
spotted my talent. Whatever recogni-
tion that I have got till now would never 
have happened had he not been there. 
He considers me as his daughter. In 
fact, every month he takes the trouble 
to come to our house and hand over a 
subsistence amount of  Rs 1,000 to me.”

Over the years, Sathi’s poems have 
appeared in a number of  Bengali maga-
zines like ‘Collarge’, ‘Khola Haoa’, ‘Ud-
vas’, ‘Lekha Diye Rekhapat’, ‘Chhaya-
man’ and ‘Krishnachura’. She has been 
invited to over 25 literary conferences, 
both in Kolkata and the districts, to read 
her poems.

But what has thrilled Sathi the most 
is the recent chance to participate in the 
Sunday morning literary chat session 
at Academy and Jnanpith winner poet 
Sankha Ghosh’s Kolkata residence.

“I met so many great poets like Sri-
jato there. They listened to my poems 
with rapt attention. They have asked 
me to attend their meetings regularly. 
Health permitting, I will go,” said Sathi.

Multiple hues and imageries crop up 
in Sathi’s poems, which portray various 
emotions. “Yes, some of  them are pes-
simistic, may be because of  the state of  
my health. But nature is also a recurring 
theme.”

Sathi’s emotional cycle is a mixture 
of  despondency and hope. The negativ-
ity comes from the realisation that she 
may have to discontinue studies due to 

financial compulsions.
“I cleared my secondary and higher 

secondary examinations despite my poor 
health. I have got through the second 
year undergraduate examination. I want 
to complete my third year too. But I can-
not. I have no money,” said the student 
of Kalyani Mahavidyalay. Sathi’s mother 
Maya, who now keeps the family going 
by selling sarees from house to house, la-
ments that she can barely meet the huge 
cost of her daughter’s treatment.

“Because of  her frequent indispo-
sitions, I often can’t go out leaving her 
alone at home. It hampers my busi-
ness,” she said.

But on the positive side, two state-
run hospitals -- the SSKM and the Cal-
cutta Medical College -- have assured 
Sathi that her condition can be cured 
through surgery.

“They’ve asked me to wait as there 
is a long queue of  patients. Also, they 
want to conduct more tests before per-
forming the surgery. Maybe I will again 
be able to eat orally soon. I am very 
hopeful,” she said.

And how will she celebrate if  the 
surgery is successful?

“I will write a novel on what all I 
endured, the various experiences I have 
gone through.”

(This weekly feature series is part of  
a positive-journalism project between 

IANS and the Frank Islam Foundation. 
Sirshendu Panth can be contacted at 

s.panth@ians.in)

From his recent speeches, it seems as though the Gandhi 
scion is planning to move the so-called centrist party 

towards the Left.

Now that Rahul Gandhi has formally taken over 
the reins from his mother, Sonia Gandhi, as 
the Congress party president, what is in store? 

That is a question many have been asking at a time 
when the party has been at an all-time low.

In his first speech as the party president, Rahul 
advanced a political narrative that presented the Con-
gress as an inclusive, forward-looking party. Two of  
his statements stood out.

“I want the Congress to become an instrument for 
dialogue among the Indian people – all of  us, from all 
corners of  our great country, all religions, all ethnici-
ties, all ages, genders and people – and for our dialogue 
to always be led by love and affection,” he said.

And two, “Those in power in India today are shaped 
by the very structures (of power) that keep India poor. 
The Congress took India into the 21st century while 
the prime minister today is taking us backwards, to a 
medieval past where people are butchered because of  
who they are, beaten for what they believe and killed for 
what they eat,” he added.

He went on to assert what he has been saying for a 
while now. “This ugly violence shames us in the world. 
Our country, whose philosophy and history is born out 
of  love and compassion, is tarnished by such horror 
and no amount of  hugs can repair the damage done to 
this great country of  ours. This vision belongs to a time 
where people did not have the rights and freedoms that 
have made our country the profound entity it is – a 
time when people did not have voice, did not have the 
right to dissent, to disagree, to differ, to be.”

At a time when the Sangh parivar has launched a 
multi-pronged attack against anything that resembles 
the Congress’s ideology – more specifically the Nehru-
vian political vision – Rahul’s open-hearted espousal 
of  those ideas clearly indicates that he may move the 
so-called centrist party towards the Left.

This would mean that the newly-anointed president 
wants to situate his party at a pole that is completely 
opposite to that of  the BJP’s. One may remember that 
the BJP, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership, did exactly the same when the scam-tainted 
Congress was struggling to defend itself  a few years 
ago. The Congress now hopes to cash into a growing 
disenchantment against the BJP for failing to restore 
peace, generate enough jobs and revive the declining 
economy.

Although the Congress has always been the main 
opposition party to the BJP, both parties have more 
or less agreed on the need for reform as the primary 
driver of  the economy, the fault line between them be-
ing only two different social visions.

However, under Rahul’s stewardship, that may 
change. If  recent Congress campaigns are any indica-
tion, Rahul has been trying to offer a new co-operative 
model to drive the economy, as opposed to the central-
ised, corporate-led growth model espoused by Modi.

Until now, a much-weakened Left has been the 
only force that has broken the political consensus 
around economic reforms. But if  the Congress suc-
ceeds in making its new vision popular, the BJP will 
face more questions about its economic model than 
ever before.

Sources in the grand old party told The Wire that 
the first task that Rahul has set for himself  is to make 
the political choice for people clear. “Right now, our 
understanding is that people who do not prefer the 
BJP feel that they do not have an alternative. Ra-
hul’s idea is to make that alternative clear on both 
economic and social fronts. While people can choose 
between the BJP, representing politics of  hate and au-
thoritarianism, and the Congress, as the caravan of  
love and compassion, we want to make sure that our 
message to democratise economic growth and em-
power people in the process reaches the last person 
on the ground,” a senior Congress functionary told 
The Wire.

He added that Rahul’s vision will present an al-
ternative to the BJP not only on social and economic 
fronts, but also on diplomatic strategy.

“The Congress’s diplomatic policy has always been 
more comprehensive. Our non-alignment policy was a 
resounding success. Even after that, we tried to engage 
with most global players and have refused to be seen in 
one camp. However, under Modi, India is increasingly 
being viewed as moving towards the US, which may 
put us in a tight spot. Modi’s domestic politics have 
portrayed China as an enemy state. We do not want 
that. We want to maintain cordial relations with both 
the US and China, and benefit from them.”

In fact, in many off-the-record conversations, Con-
gress leaders have talked about Rahul’s deep interest 
in the China model and the way it has transformed 
its villages to small-scale manufacturing hubs. In his 
election speeches in Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat too, 
his vision of  co-operative economic growth resembled 
a model similar to China’s, which has been largely suc-
cessful in generating jobs locally.
Challenges ahead
However, how the scattered Congress machinery will 
be able to advance this vision before the 2019 general 
elections is a significant question. After all, it is fac-
ing its worst-ever crisis even as the BJP has been at 
its responsive best and has successfully captured the 
imagination of  people in large parts of  India.

“No other party is placed well enough to challenge 
the BJP like the Congress. The party even today has a 
good ground-level presence in most states. A mix of  
strategies, which includes tactical issue-based alliances 
with the opposition and furthering Rahul’s vision, is 
what the Congress is thinking of  doing at the mo-
ment,” the Congress functionary said.

But before the party can do that, Rahul will have to 
take bold steps to energise the party machinery on the 
ground. A series of defeats has demotivated much of its 
party cadre. If  he is serious about his motto of decen-
tralised governance systems, he will have to implement 
those in his party first. And that includes building strong 
regional leaderships in states, curating teams which are 
a good combination of energy and experience, and pre-
paring his party for crucial assembly elections in Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh 
next year, well ahead of time.

On a Wing and Verse: Bengal Girl Gives Poetic Meaning to Broken Life 

Rahul Gandhi is Congress President. Now What?



Almost six years ago, when I became a par-
ent, one of  my very few certainties was that 
I would read to my daughter. I had been 
an only child, and now I was raising one. I 

wanted my daughter to learn, as I had, that stories were 
sources of  adventure, inspiration and constant, loyal 
companionship.

So I read to my daughter the way I had been read 
to, eclectically but faithfully. As she got older, we talked 
about the exploits of  Frog and Toad, and Junie B Jones, 
and the Pevensies almost as often as we talked about 
her friends from school. As soon as she could write the 
letters of  her name, she got her own library card and 
started to add her selections to the pile. And last year, 
when we started to read J R R Tolkien’s novel The Hob-
bit (1937) together, she listened patiently to the first two 
chapters. Then she told me, matter-of-factly, that Bilbo 
Baggins was a girl.

Well, I said. That would be nice. But Bilbo is defi-
nitely a boy.

No, she said. Bilbo is a girl.
I hesitated. I wanted to share the story I knew, and I 

had always known Bilbo as a boy. But it seemed that my 
daughter knew otherwise. I soon agreed to swap ‘she’ 
with ‘he’ and ‘her’ with ‘his’, and my daughter and I met 
Girl Bilbo – who turned out to be a delightful heroine. 
She was humble and resourceful and witty and brave. 
She was no tacked-on Strong Female Character with lit-
tle to do, but a true heroine with her very own quest and 
skills. For my daughter, Girl Bilbo was thrilling. For me, 
she was damn refreshing.

When I wrote about this experiment in literary 
gender-swapping for the Last Word On Nothing web-
site last year, the public response to Girl Bilbo was star-
tling. My daughter had ‘brought the internet’s Tolkien 
fanboys to their Mithril-padded knees’, in the words of  
one commenter. Girl Bilbo and her implications, I knew 
through comments and emails, were discussed at length 
in science-fiction circles, parenting groups, Head Start 
classes, and among Swedish devotees of  role-playing 
games.

While many of  these readers were enthusiastic 
about my daughter’s idea, a sizable minority thought I 
was indulging heresy. Leave the classics alone, they said. 
If  you want stories with more female characters, some 
suggested, write them yourself. But my daughter didn’t 
create Girl Bilbo, and neither did I. She has deep roots, 
and she isn’t going away anytime soon.

I remember the moment I learned that books were 
imperfect. I was a teenager – 14 or 15, maybe – and I 
was in my school library, searching for books for a re-
search paper. My English teacher appeared at my elbow 
with a hardcover in hand. ‘It’s not a very good book,’ he 
said, pushing it toward me, ‘but it’ll have some useful 
information.’

I stared at him. A book could be… something other 
than good? I’d been transported by books since child-
hood, and it had never occurred to me that they could 
have flaws. I knew I liked some stories more than oth-
ers, but that was just personal taste. I had only a vague 
idea of  how books were written and published, and I 
assumed that whoever or whatever oversaw that process 
was as wise as Gandalf. The words that lay between the 
covers of  books were, as far as I was concerned, perfect.

Decades later, I’m still full of  respect for the hard 
work that goes into writing any kind of  book, fiction or 
non-fiction. As a writer myself, I recognise the impor-
tance of  books as neat, marketable packages by which 
writers can learn a living.

I also know that books are fallible. I know the pub-
lishing industry is made up of  people who love good 
books yet profit from bad ones. And, like most writers, 
I know that even the best books – the books that stay 
with us for a lifetime, the books that are read and re-
read by people of  different ages and different genera-
tions – are not sovereign objects, no matter how hefty 
their covers. ‘All novels are sequels; influence is bliss,’ 
wrote Michael Chabon in his essay collection Maps and 
Legends (2008). Every writer, no matter how fresh his or 
her vision, draws inspiration and ideas from the work of  

those who came before.
Likewise, every story – fiction or non-fiction – leaves 

room for the next writer, the next era, the next leap of  
imagination or understanding. ‘When we tell a story, 
we exercise control, but in such a way to leave a gap, 
an opening,’ wrote the English novelist Jeanette Winter-
son in her memoir Why Be Happy When You Could Be 
Normal? (2011). ‘It is a version, but never the final one. 
And perhaps we hope that the silences will be heard by 
someone else, and the story can continue, can be retold.’

We have, of  course, been telling and retelling stories 
for at least as long as we’ve had campfires. For millen-
nia, writing had no part in storytelling, and was some-
times even considered a threat to it. Plato worried that 
writing would remove the need for memorisation and so 
‘create forgetfulness in the learners’ souls’.

In the mid-1400s, when the German inventor Johan-
nes Gutenberg arranged metal type on the business end 
of  a wine press, he not only introduced printing to Eu-
rope but also democratised the written word. You know 
the story: thanks to the printing press, literacy flowered, 
Latin withered, and a middle class rose throughout the 
continent.

Yet recently the scholars Thomas Pettitt and Lars 
Ole Sauerberg of  the University of  Southern Denmark 
have suggested that the printing press had another, less-
recognised effect. Even as it dismantled old hierarchies, 
it gave new and far-reaching authority to printed books 
– and to their authors.

To be sure, written texts existed long before Guten-
berg, and in many different cultures. But in Europe be-
fore the printing press, Pettitt argues, storytellers most 
often performed their stories. Like folk singers, they 
drew from existing material and reshaped it as they 
wished. However, as books became more widely avail-
able, texts gained value as standard, stable, and more or 
less original units of  knowledge. Humanity’s long wave 
of  stories now had a particle form, too.

William Shakespeare, who wrote in the midst of  this 
transition, was both revered and criticised for reworking 
old stories into popular plays. (‘An upstart crow, beau-
tified with our feathers,’ said his contemporary Robert 
Greene.) In a sense, Greene won the argument and, in 
the centuries that followed, books and their individual 
creators became fixed and finished icons.

Yet we didn’t stop messing around with stories. In 
the 1600s, a writer working under a pseudonym wrote a 
sequel to Don Quixote, irritating its author Miguel Cer-
vantes so much that he produced a sequel of  his own. 
In his romance Rebecca and Rowena (1850), William 
Thackeray parodied Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe (1820), 
which had itself  reshaped the traditional tales of  Robin 
Hood into the character we know today. Many people 
parodied Charles Dickens, and theatre directors contin-
ue to set Shakespeare’s plays in every time period imagi-
nable. And those are just the most public reinventions of  
beloved fictional and true-life stories: before the Brontë 
children became famous writers themselves, they pub-
lished a fanzine featuring made-up tales about the Duke 
of  Wellington as well as various fictional kingdoms. 
We’ve managed to save a copy of  that, but countless oth-
er clever household creations have been lost to history.

Were the Brontës growing up today, their zine would 
circulate far beyond the family parsonage. They’d post 
their stories online, adding them to millions of  other 
fan-written stories, videos, and artworks. In modern 
fan fiction (or fanfic), familiar characters are set loose 
in different time periods, different stories, different rela-
tionships, different genders, and even different species. 
Fancy Harry Potter as a werewolf ? Sherlock Holmes 
in the TARDIS? Then there’s a fanfic for you – in fact, 
likely thousands of  them. And while fanfic writers do 
re-imagine TV shows, movies, comics, and even ce-
lebrities’ private lives, books remain among their most 
popular and enduring inspirations. Perhaps it’s because 
books leave the visuals to the imaginations of  their read-

ers: without canonical images, reinvention is even more 
tempting, and more satisfying.

Fanfic might sound like an adolescent distraction – 
and it surely is at times – but for its creators, it’s far more 
than entertainment. In October 2013, the Organization 
for Transformative Works (OTW), a US advocacy group 
with a large online archive of  fanfiction, submitted a 
lengthy defence of  non-commercial use of  copyrighted 
works to the US Patent Office. Amid its legal arguments 
are some notably moving testimonies from fanfic writ-
ers, for example: ‘Fanfiction is the supportive, creative 
space for blacks who after seeing a movie in which all 
the main characters are white, think, “I would do it dif-
ferently, and here’s how.” Fanfiction is for the girls who 
read a comic book in which the heroes are all men, and 
imagines herself  as Captain America.’

Fan fiction gained notoriety after the publication 
of  Fifty Shades of  Grey (2011), E L James’s soft-porn 
bestseller loosely based on characters from Stephanie 
Meyer’s vampire series Twilight (2005-08), and fanfic 
might still be best known for its frequent and inventive 
smuttiness. But the creation and consumption of  sexy 
stories can have its own higher purpose, especially for 
fans who don’t see their own sexualities represented in 
mass media. ‘Fanworks were and are vitally important 
to my acceptance of  my queer sexuality,’ one fan testi-
fies in the OTW letter to the US Patent Office. ‘If  they 
were to be made unavailable, queer youth would lose 
a source of  support in an often still shockingly hostile 
world.’

Fan fiction is also known for, shall we say, its wildly 
varied quality. But many a writer has learned to write 
by imitation, and all of  us have gotten better only with 
practice. Fanfic writers are simply brave – or reckless – 
enough to publish their first drafts, and learn from other 
fans’ critiques. And fanfiction isn’t an exclusively ama-
teur pursuit. Think of  Tom Stoppard’s play Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead (1966), or novels such as 
John Gardner’s Grendel (1971), Jean Rhys’s Wide Sar-
gasso Sea (1966), Geraldine Brooks’s March (2005), or 
Jane Smiley’s A Thousand Acres (1991). Each tells a 
classic story from the point of  view of  an underdevel-
oped character or characters, creating a new story that 
both stands alone and casts fresh light on its source. 
(A Thousand Acres, which sets King Lear on an Iowa 
farm, finally supplies the elder sisters with a motivation 
for their villainy.)

The scholars Sauerberg and Pettitt suggest that the 
digital age has closed a ‘Gutenberg Parenthesis’ – an 
idea that is itself  a remix of  the concepts in Marshall 
McLuhan’s book The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962). In the 
digital age, they say, the authoritative power of  books is 
diluted, and our writing has acquired some of  the ‘fluid-
ity of  orality’ that existed before the printing press.

The Gutenberg Parenthesis is a compelling idea, but 
I wonder if  technology has simply exposed and encour-
aged a habit we’ve never lost. We’ve always reinvented 
stories over campfires, and by our children’s beds. In the 
age of  print, we imagined what might happen if  our fa-
vourite novels continued beyond their final pages. The 
difference today is that many of  these reinventions and 
re-imaginings appear online, where they proliferate in 
plain view. The relationship between writers and their 
audiences has long been a series of  armchair tête-a-têtes, 
between one writer and one reader at a time. Now, that 
relationship is a noisy, chaotic, very public web.

‘All worthy work is open to interpretations the au-
thor did not intend,’ said Joss Whedon, the creator of  
the US TV series Buffy the Vampire Slayer and an im-
aginative force in the revival of  Marvel comic characters 
such as the Avengers, in a 2012 conversation on the Red-
dit website. ‘Art isn’t your pet – it’s your kid. It grows up 
and talks back to you.’

So since Gutenberg, at least, our stories have had 

a dual nature. We’ve known them both as continuous 
waves of  tellings and retellings, and as the far more 
manageable particles between the covers of  books and 
magazines. The boundaries between those two states 
are troubled and getting more so, and they’re raising in-
creasingly complex legal questions. But we need both 
kinds of  stories, perhaps now more than ever.

The publishing business, despite its flaws, allows 
writers to make a living from their hard work and 
unique talents – as do the concepts of  individual author-
ship and copyright. (And despite the brilliant work be-
ing done by a few amateur writers, literature without 
professional writers and editors would be impoverished 
indeed.) Meanwhile, the licence to reinvent – both pri-
vately and publicly – creates a modest but powerful path 
to a better world.

When I first wrote about my daughter’s Hobbit gen-
derswap, many people said that fanfiction writers were 
way ahead of  us, and so they were: Female Bilbo is a fa-
miliar fanfic character. My daughter isn’t the first reader 
who’s wondered what would happen if  a girl stepped 
into Tolkien’s wonderful, timeless story, and I hope she’s 
far from the last.

My daughter can and does relate to characters – 
and real people – of  different genders, different races, 
and different cultures. Stories will help her continue 
to do so. One of  the wonderful things about fiction, 
after all, is that it allows us to use our imaginations to 
inhabit very different lives, and develop empathy for 
those who live them. But children at my daughter’s 
developmental stage identify most strongly with their 
own gender, and reading about girls who have epic 
adventures has helped my daughter expand her own 
possible futures. I know this: I can see it in the games 
she plays, and the stories she tells. As with the fanfic 
writers who find personal validation in their creations, 
Girl Bilbo has helped my daughter imagine the person 
she will become.

As a parent, literary genderswapping – and other 
kinds of  narrative reinvention – have made it possible 
to share some of  my very favourite stories with my 
daughter. Sure, I could try my hand at writing new 
books with female characters, as some of  my critics 
have suggested, but my efforts could never replace 
those of  Lloyd Alexander, or Mark Twain, or any of  
the other geniuses that wrote so well for children of  
other generations. Though they wrote in times when it 
was difficult to imagine central roles for girls, their sto-
ries still deserve telling, and genderswapping allows us 
to do so with all the joy and none of  the old-fashioned 
stereotypes. Since my daughter and I read The Hob-
bit, we’ve swapped many characters in many classic 
children’s books. My daughter knows the originals are 
different – I’m a firm believer in full-disclosure remix-
ing – and some day, I hope, she’ll read and treasure 
those books herself. But when she does, she’ll know 
an alternative version is possible, too.

For me, the most fascinating part of  literary gender-
swapping is its illumination of  my own assumptions. 
Not long ago, my daughter and I read an Ursula K Le 
Guin novel with a young male hero. When we switched 
the pronouns, I found myself  pleasantly but repeatedly 
surprised by our heroine’s independence. She journeyed 
alone, building her own boats, casting her own spells, 
and passing tests of  strength and wits as she confronted 
dragons and shadows.

Of  course she can do that, I thought. Of  course she 
should be able to. But I was raised on Boy Bilbo, and on 
a million other stories where boys – usually white, usual-
ly English-speaking, usually straight – assume the lead. 
If  I wrote a girl-centric adventure story for my daughter, 
I might reflexively throw in a male companion, or put 
our heroine on an easier path. By switching pronouns, 
though, my daughter and I met a heroine who pushed 
the boundaries of  both our imaginations and took us on 
a truly unexpected journey.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Try to keep your 
emotions in check today. It’s possible that you 
could become extremely angry and do some 
damage to yourself  and others around you. It’s 

important to maintain certain modesty and humility at all 
times. You’ll build good character that earns the respect 
of  others, including your superiors.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may feel 
like someone is trying to rain on your parade. 
It’s important not to forget who you are now. 
Don’t be surprised if  you feel a negative pull 

from someone or something. If  so, step away from the 
situation. It’s not your responsibility to make everyone 
happy. Don’t bring yourself  down as you try to bring oth-
ers up.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a ter-
rific day for you. You’re able to accomplish a 
lot during the day, leaving the night open for 
excitement with others. Once you take care of  

the necessary things, feel free to grab a big helping of  fun. 
You’ve earned the right to break loose and party. There’s 
confidence in your step, so strut your stuff.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Promote bal-
ance and harmony today by letting off  a bit 
of  steam before you try to engage with others 
and their dramas. Secure yourself  in a stable 

environment where you can vent your concerns, punch 
pillows, or jog around the block. Once you get that out, 
you’ll have a fresh, new attitude with which to participate 

in the adventures of  the day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): There’s aggressive-
ness to you today, but this feeling can be useful 
to you and what you have going on. There’s 

a practical force helping you stay grounded and realistic 
about certain issues. Don’t make promises that you know 
you can’t keep. Don’t be the salesman who promises the 
world and then fails to deliver anything.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There’s increased 
emotional tension today. You may be at the 
forefront of  the action as you take things higher 
and farther. Have a map handy or you could 

wind up alone in the middle of  nowhere. Other people 
will be looking for something practical in your approach 
so they have something solid to lean on during this time.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t hold back 
today. You’re the right person for the job in 
about every situation you encounter. You’ll 
have the instincts required to move on a proj-

ect, see what needs to be done, gather the resources, and 
get the ball rolling. There’s an aggressiveness to you that’s 
urging you to make a grand conquest, paving the way for 

a huge celebration of  feast and fun.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You should 
try to hold your tongue today. Although you 
think you have all the answers, you might not 

have taken all the pieces of  the puzzle into account. There 
is an emotional aggression to the day that may have a 
strong effect on everyone, especially you. Consider being 
more of  a listener than a talker.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Don’t 
be surprised if  you feel like you’re being poked 
with a stick today, as something urges you to 
get moving. There’s an aggressive energy mov-

ing about and making demands on everyone. You should 
think about how your skills and perceptive nature can be 
best used to help do things efficiently and effectively.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Pull 
yourself  together, and figure out what it is 
your heart desires. There’s an aggressive force 
tugging at your heartstrings today. Unless you 

have it firmly in your mind what it is you want and feel, 
you’ll be easily pulled off  track. Stay grounded and you 
should be OK.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Point your 
aggressiveness in the right direction today. That 
shouldn’t be too hard since you know and un-
derstand the meaning of  a job well done and 

what’s required to get things accomplished. You’re anx-
ious to get the ball rolling on certain projects. You’ve done 
the organization and planning. Trust that you know ex-
actly how to proceed.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today isn’t a 
day to lounge around. There’s a very important 
practical matter that must be dealt with before 
you can engage in any lighthearted activities. 

The night’s events will be fun and rewarding as long as 
you complete the duties of  the day, leaving your mind free 
of  obligations.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Michelle Nijhuis | Aeon

 Michelle Nichol | thewire.in

The UN Security Council is consid-
ering a draft resolution that would 
insist any decisions on the status of  
Jerusalem have no legal effect and 

must be rescinded after US President Don-
ald Trump recognised the city as Israel’s 
capital.

The one-page Egyptian-drafted text, 
which was circulated to the 15-member coun-
cil on Saturday and seen by Reuters, does 
not specifically mention the United States or 

Trump. Diplomats say it has broad support 
but will likely be vetoed by Washington.

The council could vote early next week, 
diplomats said. A resolution needs nine votes 
in favor and no vetoes by the US, France, Brit-
ain, Russia or China to pass.

Trump abruptly reversed decades of  US 
policy this month when he recognized Jeru-
salem as Israel’s capital, generating outrage 
from Palestinians. Trump also plans to move 
the US embassy in Israel to Jerusalem from 
Tel Aviv.

After the decision, Arab foreign ministers 
agreed to seek a UN Security Council resolu-

tion. While the draft is unlikely to be adopted, 
it would further isolate Trump over the Jeru-
salem issue.

The US mission to the UN declined to 
comment on the draft. US Ambassador to the 
UN Nikki Haley has praised Trump’s deci-
sion as “the just and right thing to do.”

The draft UN resolution “affirms that any 
decisions and actions which purport to have 
altered the character, status or demographic 
composition of  the Holy City of  Jerusalem 
have no legal effect, are null and void and 
must be rescinded in compliance with rel-
evant resolutions of  the Security Council.”

It calls upon all countries to refrain estab-
lishing diplomatic missions in Jerusalem.

Israel considers the city its eternal and 
indivisible capital and wants all embassies 
based there.

“No vote or debate will change the clear 
reality that Jerusalem” is the capital of  Is-
rael, Israel’s ambassador to the UN, Danny 
Danon, said in a statement.

Palestinians want the capital of  an inde-
pendent Palestinian state to be in the city’s 
eastern sector, which Israel captured in a 1967 
war and annexed in a move never recognized 
internationally.

The draft council resolution “demands 
that all states comply with Security Council 
resolutions regarding the Holy City of  Jeru-
salem, and not to recognize any actions or 
measures contrary to those resolutions.”

A UN Security Council resolution adopt-
ed in December last year “underlines that it 
will not recognize any changes to the June 
4, 1967 lines, including with regard to Jeru-
salem, other than those agreed by the parties 
through negotiations.”

That resolution was approved with 14 
votes in favor and an abstention by former US 
President Barack Obama’s administration.

Stories are Waves
My daughter insists that Bilbo Baggins is a girl and I’m her willing conspirator in updating the classics for our times

UN Security Council Considers Whether to Call for 
Withdrawal of US Decision on Jerusalem
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Jammu records lowest temperature, 
severe cold wave lashes J&K
Jammu/Srinagar, Dec. 17 (IANS):The minimum 
temperature in Jammu city dropped to a minus 5.1 
degrees Celsius on Sunday thereby recording the season’s 
lowest temperature as a severe cold wave has lashed 
Jammu and Kashmir. “The minimum temperature in 
Jammu city was 5.1 degrees Celsius on Sunday and 
Saturday. This is the lowest recorded in the city this 
season so far,” a MET department official said The cold 
wave conditions are likely to continue in the state during 
the next 48 hours and the night temperatures are likely 
to drop further due to clear night sky. “The minimum 
temperature was minus 3.7 degrees Celsius in Srinagar 
while it was minus 9.2 in Pahalgam and minus 7.5 in 
Gulmarg. “Kargil was the coldest town in the state on 
Sunday as the minimum dropped to a minus 13.4 degrees 
Celsius which was followed by Leh where it dropped to 
minus 12.2 degrees Celsius. “The minimum temperatures 
in Katra town was 7.2, in Batote 4.2, Bannihal 1.7, 
Bhaderwah minus 0.2 and in Udhampur it was 3.1 
degrees Celsius,” the official added.

Man wanted in a number of case 
held after encounter— Police 
Lucknow, Dec. 17 (PTI): A wanted criminal carrying 
a reward of Rs ten thousand was arrested today by the 
police after an encounter in Bareilly district, police said 
here. Identified as  Anty, the man was wanted in a number 
of cases and was arrested after an encounter near Sethan 
road in Nawabganj area, they said. A coutry-made pistol 
and cartridges were recovered from his possession, police 
officials claimed. In the encounter, the accused and a 
constable were injured, they added. Both were rushed to 
a hospital, where their condition was stated to be stable, 
the officials said.

NIA lodges case against five ‘ISIS 
sympathisers’ from Kerala 
New Delhi, Dec. 17 (PTI): The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has lodged a case against five alleged ISIS 
sympathisers, hailing from Kerala’s Kannur district, the 
agency said today. The central probe agency said it took 
over the case from the Kerala police, which had booked 
the five men in October. The NIA case against the five 
was registered under the Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) for “being members of  the proscribed 
terrorist organisation, Islamic State of  Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS)/Daesh, and for supporting the organisation by 
travelling out of India to join the terrorist organisation 
in Syria and fight on its behalf.”  The five accused are 
-- Midhilaj (26), Abdul Rasak (34), Rashid M V (24), 
Manaf Rahman (42) and Hamsa U K (57).

Hunt on for govt school teacher for 
raping minor girl— Police 
Jammu, Dec. 17 (PTI): A hunt was on for a government 
school teacher for allegedly abducting and raping a 
16-year-old girl for three days in Kishtwar district of  
Jammu and Kashmir, the police said today. On December 
3, the girl had gone to attend a marriage ceremony at a 
village in the Paddar area of the district, from where she 
was allegedly abducted by the accused, Surinder Kumar 
Sharma, a police officer said. The accused allegedly 
raped the girl multiple times, before setting her free on 
December 6, he added. The girl, a Class 10 student, 
earlier studied in the school where the accused taught, 
the officer said. The girl, accompanied by her family 
members, approached the police and an FIR was lodged 
against the accused, he said, adding that efforts were on 
to nab the accused.

Four minors killed as overcrowded 
van falls into ditch
Raipur, Dec. 17 (PTI): Four minor girls were killed 
and 33 others injured when a van they were traveling in 
fell off a bridge into a ditch in Chhattisgarh s Bemetara 
district today, police said. The incident took place in the 
afternoon near Pattharri village under Parpodi police 
station limits, Bemetara Superintendent of Police DK 
Garg told PTI, adding that the van was overcrowded. 
“Four minor girls were killed in the accident while 33 
others are injured. The driver of the van lost control when 
he reached a bridge at Pattharri and the overcorwded 
van fell into a ditch,” Garg said. Police said that the 
van had as many as 37 people, all relatives, and was 
proceeding to a family function from Kamkawada village 
to Bharatbathera village. 

Man missing for 2 days found dead
Kota, Dec. 17 (PTI): The police today recovered the body 
of a 24-year-old man, who was missing for the past two 
days, from a canal in the Sakatpura area here. Mayank 
Sharma, a resident of Jungalat Gate, went missing on 
Friday night following which his family members lodged 
a complaint at the Kunhari police station, Sub-Inspector 
Yogesh Sharma said. It seems to be a case of suicide. The 
matter is being investigated, he said, adding that the body 
was handed over to the family after post-mortem. Sharma 
used to work as a computer data operator at a city-based 
coaching institute, the officer said.

Gurugram man found murdered 
in Delhi
Gurugram, Dec. 17 (IANS): A 28-year-old man, who 
was abducted after being offered a lift in a car from 
Gurugram bus stand on Thursday evening, has been 
found murdered in Delhi, his family has alleged. The 
victim’s family has alleged that Gurugram police failed to 
act despite their filing a timely complaint in writing. Bhatt 
left from Gurugram bus stand on Thursday evening for 
Haridwar in Uttarakhand to attend the naming ceremony 
of his brother’s child. “Bhatt was waiting for a bus when 
he was offered lift in an Alto car around 7.30 p.m. in 
which two persons were already sitting. Bhatt called his 
wife Deepak around 8.30 p.m. and inquired about the 
well being of their four-year-old baby girl. The phone 
suddenly disconnected and then went out of order,” read 
the complaint.  Rs 10,000 were withdrawn from an ATM 
booth in Mahipalpur, after that money was withdrawn 
from several ATM booths in Delhi by using Bhatt’s card.
His body was recovered from an isolated area in Delhi’s 
Mahipalpur. of Bhatt.

Three of family beaten to death in 
Jharkhand
Ranchi, Dec. 17 (IANS): Three members of a family 
were beaten to death in Jharkhand’s Gumla district 
on Sunday, police said. Villagers earlier had heated 
arguments with Tahlu Ram, 65, his wife Lakhpati Devi, 
55, and their daughter Runi Kumari, 19, at Khatgao 
village over the death of  a 23-year-old man Nandlal 
Kereketa, who was in a live-in relationship with Tahlu’s 
daughter. All three were beaten to death. Police said two 
girls were seriously injured and were admitted in an area 
hospital. The identity of the injured girls could not be 
immediately known. 

Protests in Kashmir after civilian gets killed 

Interpol cancels red corner notice on 
Zakir Naik, NIA to submit fresh request

Rajnath Singh attacks Siddaramaiah govt. for trying to ‘divide’ society 

CPM accusses Congress ofhelping BJP in Kerala 

Satna incident: Catholic priest, Bajrang Dal activist held 

Congress sweeps Punjab municipal polls; opposition cries foul 

Youth held in Jaipur for 
attempted suicide in 
support of murder accused

Ex-MLA’s son killed; issue to 
rock UP legislature tomorrow

EC withdraws show cause notice 
to Rahul over TV interviews

Srinagar, Dec 17 (IANS) 
Protests erupted on Sunday 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district against 
the killing of  a civilian driv-
er allegedly by the Army, 
but the military said the 
man died in cross-fire be-
tween security forces and 
militants.

D e f e n c e  M i n i s t r y 
spokesman Colonel Rajesh 
Kalia said the Army placed 

an ambush in Thandipora 
village on Saturday night 
after being tipped off about 
the presence of militants.

“At around 10.55 p.m., 
the military observed suspi-
cious movement of  three 
persons which prompted the 
security forces to open fire, 
leading to a gunfight,” the 
officer said.

“In the cross-fire, a per-
son, later identified as Asif  

Iqbal Bhat, a taxi driver, 
was killed due to a gunshot 
wound,” he added.

But villagers alleged that 
Bhat succumbed to injuries 
he sustained when an Army 
patrol fired at a vehicle.

As people took to the 
streets shouting slogans on 
Sunday, security forces used 
tear smoke to disperse them. 
Internet was suspended 
across Kupwara district.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS): After Interpol 
on Saturday refused to issue a red corner 
notice (RCN) against controversial Islamic 
preacher Zakir Naik, the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) said it will submit a fresh 
request for the same.

“NIA’s request for Red Notice against 
Zakir Naik was not accepted by Interpol 
as chargesheet had not been filed when 
the request was submitted to the Interpol 
headquarters. Now NIA will submit a fresh 
request to Interpol as chargesheet has already 
been filed in the NIA court concerned in 
Mumbai,” an NIA official said.

In a statement, Naik’s spokesperson said: 
“Interpol has cancelled red corner notice 
on Dr Naik and instructed its worldwide 
offices to delete all data from files on him, 

citing political and religious bias among 
other reasons.”

“The Interpol contended that there was 
a severe lack of evidentiary basis, a failure by 
Indian authorities to follow due process of  
law, political and religious bias that formed 
the basis of such a notice, and lack of inter-
national interest,” he added.

It also said: The Interpol’s Commission 
found after thorough examination that the 
request from the Indian NCB was not com-
pliant with Interpol’s rules and thus decided 
the Indian government’s request for Red 
Corner notice should be cancelled.”

Naik is also accused of spreading hatred 
through his speeches, funding terror groups 
and laundering money. The NIA last year 
had registered a criminal case against him.

Bengaluru, Dec .17 (PTI): Un-
ion Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh today accused the Con-
gress government in Karnataka 
of  trying to “divide” the society 
and lashed out at it on the law-
and- order front, citing the killing 
of  right-wing activists and jour-
nalist Gauri Lankesh.

Addressing a public meet-
ing here as part of  the BJP’s 
ongoing statewide “Parivartana 
Yatra”, organised to “expose the 
misdeeds” of  the Siddaramaiah 
government ahead of  the Karna-
taka Assembly polls, due early 
next year, he said the Congress 
regime believed in spreading 
enmity between different com-
munities.

“Rudresh, Kuttappa and 
19-year-old Paresh Mesta were 
murdered in cold blood. Even 

Gauri Lankesh was killed. If  we 
come to power in Karnataka, we 
will get these cases thoroughly 
investigated,” Singh said.

RSS activist Rudresh was 
hacked to death here early this 
year and a similar fate awaited 
local Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
leader D S Kuttappa in Kodagu 
district in November, 2015.

Veteran journalist Lankesh 
was shot dead by unidentified 
assailants outside her residence 
here in September, leading to a 
national outrage.

Mesta, who was from the 
fishermen community, was found 
dead under mysterious circum-
stances in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict, leading to violence last 
week.

The state government has 
ordered a CBI probe into Mesta’s 

death, for which the BJP has 
blamed the “jihadi elements”.

Accusing the Congress of  
dividing the society, Singh said 
when there was a controversy 
surrounding the 18th-century 
ruler of  Mysuru, Tipu Sultan, the 
state government should have re-
frained from celebrating his birth 
anniversary.

“There were many other his-
torical characters for celebrating 
their birthdays such as Kittur 
Rani Chennamma, the founder 
of  Bengaluru, Kempe Gowda, 
and (renowned engineer) Sir M 
Visvesvaraya. The Karnataka 
government wants to divide the 
Indian society,” he added.

Singh said the Karnataka 
government gave reservations to 
Muslims, even though there was 
no such provision in the Consti-

tution.
“Reservation based on reli-

gion is a deception with the peo-
ple of  the state. The Constitution 
does not allow it,” he added.

The Union minister said the 
country was scaling new heights 
under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“Despite the GST (Goods 
and Services Tax) and demon-
etisation, various international 
economic organisations have pro-
jected a high economic growth 
rate for the country.

They have even recommend-
ed such economic reforms,” he 
added.

Regarding border security 
and internal peace, Singh said the 
way the Dokalam stand-off  with 
China was resolved showed that 
India was a strong country.

“Even China realises that 
India is not the same anymore,” 
he added.

Singh said the country had 
taken the terrorists in Kashmir 
head-on and curbed their activi-
ties substantially.

Karnataka’s growth would 
be rapid if  the BJP was voted to 
power in the state, he added.

Speaking on the occasion, 
state BJP chief  B S Yeddyurappa 
too slammed Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah for allegedly talk-
ing about Modi in a derogatory 
manner.

“You (Siddaramaiah) are 
only a ‘bachcha’ (kid) in front of  
Prime Minister Modi. When the 
whole world is admiring Modi, 
who are you to talk about him 
in an insulting way,” the former 
chief  minister said.

Hyderabad, Dec. 17 (PTI): The CPI(M) 
today alleged that the Congress was help-
ing the BJP-RSS by carrying out cam-
paigns against the Left party in Kerala.

Stating that the saffron combine 
was running a “hate- filled” campaign 
against her party, CPI(M) politburo 
member Brinda Karat asked Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi to spell out his 
party’s stand on Kerala.

Gandhi had earlier asked the CPI(M), 
which is heading the ruling Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) coalition in Kerala, to 
come clean on its fight against the BJP 
and the “fascist forces” in the country.

It was very important that the Left 

party, which was in power in Kerala, made 
its position clear on fighting the BJP at the 
national level, the Congress president had 
said in Thiruvananthapuram last week.

Seeking to counter him, Karat said 
the BJP-RSS was running a “toxic and 
hate-filled, non-stop campaign against 
the CPI-M and killing the cadre of  the 
Left party” in the southern state.

“Why? Because they (the BJP) see 
us as the main barrier against them 
(for their expansion in Kerala). Where 
does the Congress stand? They have 
been helping the BJP-RSS by their anti-
CPI(M) campaigns, which are their main 
focus,” she told PTI.

Satna, Dec. 17 (PTI): A 
Catholic priest and a Bajrang 
Dal activist have been arrest-
ed from Satna in Madhya 
Pradesh, police said today, 
three days after suspected 
workers of  the right-wing 
group had allegedly beaten 
up priests and seminarians 
over forced conversion of  
Hindus to Christianity.

Father M George was 
arrested for forced reli-
gious conversion under the 
Madhya Pradesh Religious 
Freedom Act, 1968. Vikas 
Gupta, the activist, was ar-
rested in connection with the 
torching of a vehicle on the 
night of December 14. .

That night, suspected 

Bajrang Dal activists had 
allegedly beaten up a group 
of Christians, including 10 
priests, and set their car on 
fire outside the Civil Lines 
police station over alleged 
conversion of  Hindus to 
Christianity. 

Father George and five 
others were booked on the 
complaint of a local youth, 
Dharmendra Dohar, who 
claimed that he was lured 
with money to convert to 
Christianity on December 
10, Superintendent of  Po-
lice, City, V D Pandey said.

He said Gupta was ar-
rested on the complaint of  
Father George Joseph, who 
was among the 10 priests 

and who has alleged that 
a group of  activists had 
burned down their car. A 
detailed investigation was 
underway, Pandey added.

Father M Rony, social 
work director of Satna Dio-
cese, had told PTI that a 
group of  young men had 
stormed the venue of  a 
pre-Christmas function at 
Bhoomkar village, about 
15kms from the district 
headquarters, on Thursday 
night and created a ruckus, 
alleging religious conver-
sion.

The function was or-
ganised by Syro-Malabar 
Church of  Northern India 
for children. After receiv-

ing a complaint, police had 
taken 32 Catholic brothers 
(trainee priests) and two 
priests to the Civil Lines 
police station, Father Rony 
had said.

Civil Lines police sta-
tion sub-inspector Mohinee 
Sharma has denied that 
members of  the Catholic 
community were assaulted 
during the incident inside 
the police station campus. 

Denying allegations of  
conversion, Father Rony 
had said the Diocese has 
been running a seminary 
at Barakala village in Satna 
district for 20 years and not 
a single person has been 
converted .

Chandigarh, Dec. 17 (IANS): Pun-
jab’s ruling Congress swept the mu-
nicipal elections in the state on Sun-
day even as the opposition Shiromani 
Akali Dal and BJP alleged booth cap-
turing and misuse of  power. The 
Congress won 58 wards in the Patiala 
municipal corporation, while the op-
position failed to open its account.

In Jalandhar, the Congress won 
66 wards while the Akali Dal-BJP 
won 12. In Amritsar, the Congress 
won 69 wards while the Akali Dal-
BJP combine won 12. Voting was 
held on Sunday for three municipal 
corporations of  Amritsar, Jalandhar 
and Patiala, and 29 municipal coun-
cils and Nagar Panchayats.

Minor clashes between Akali 
Dal-BJP workers and those from the 
Congress were reported in Patiala city 
and a few other places.

In Patiala, the hometown of  

Chief  Minister Amarinder Singh, 
police had to resort to a baton charge 
to disperse activists of  both sides as 
the situation turned violent.

The Akali Dal demanded im-
mediate countermanding of  the 
elections, citing gross poll code viola-
tions in all wards. It demanded a high 
level inquiry into violence and rigging 
done by Congressmen and registra-
tion of  cases against civil and police 
officials, whom it accused of  acting 
like Congress agents.

Akali Dal president Sukhbir 
Singh Badal accused the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC) of  “becom-
ing party to the Congress conspiracy 
to defeat the voice of  the people in the 
civic body elections”.

“The party would also demand 
the immediate dismissal of  State 
Election Commissioner Jagpal Singh 
Sandhu for becoming a Congress 

stooge and lowering the dignity of  
the high office held by him. If  he has 
any self-respect he should resign im-
mediately as he has betrayed the faith 
of  the people who have high respect 
for the office of  the Election Commis-
sioner and don’t expect such partisan 
behavior from him,” Badal said.

Amarinder Singh hailed the poll 
results as a “clear vindication of  the 
Congress policies and a resounding 
defeat of  the opposition’s deceitful 
propaganda”.  Akali Dal and BJP 
leaders held a protest outside the of-
fice of  the state election commission 
in Chandigarh on Sunday afternoon 
alleging rigging by the ruling Con-
gress.

This is the first big election in 
the state after the Congress govern-
ment, led by Amarinder Singh, came 
to power after the assembly polls in 
March.

Jaipur, Dec. 17 (IANS): 
A young man was ar-
rested here on Sunday on 
the charge of  disturbing 
public peace by climbing 
an overhead water tank 
in support of  ‘love jihad’ 
murder accused Shamb-
hulal Raigar and threaten-
ing to commit suicide.

After his arrest under 
Section 151 of  the Indian 
Penal Code for disturbing 
peace and harmony, ac-
cused Anshul Dadheech 
was later sent in one-day 
judicial custody.

D a d h e e c h ,  2 6 , 
climbed atop the water 
tank here and raised slo-
gans in support of  Rai-
gar, who had murdered 
Ashraful, a contractual 
worker from West Ben-
gal, and made his minor 
nephew videotape the 
entire crime. 

Draped in a saffron 
f l a g ,  D a d h e e c h  a l s o 
threatened to commit sui-
cide and demanded Rai-
gar’s release. Onlookers 
called the police, which 
along with the gathered 
crowd urged the young 
man to come down.

Informed sources said 
Dadheech is a member of  
a Hindu group for the last 
many years.

On the other hand, 
police had a different take 
on the matter.

Subhash Chowk po-
lice station SHO Rajendra 
Singh Shekhawat said 
that Dadheech -- a resi-
dent of  Sitaram Bazaar 
area -- was “mentally un-
stable”. 

“When we reached 
the spot, we convinced 
him to climb down. When 
he came down, we asked 
him why he had climbed 
atop the water tank. 

He said he felt like 
committing suicide over a 
family issue,” Shekhawat 
added.

Shekhawat said he 
works as a contractual 
staff  at the SMS Hospital 
here. When questioned 
how someone working 
in the physiotherapy de-
partment of  the hospital 
could be mentally unsta-
ble, police said the ac-
cused had himself  said he 
was suffering from some 
mental problem.

D a d h e e c h ’s  v i d e o 
clipping atop the water 
tank was going viral on 
social media at the time 
of  the filing of  this report.

Shambhunath Raiger 
had brutally killed and 
b u r n t  A s h r a f u l  a n d 
dubbed the murder as 
revenge for ‘love jihad’. 
Shambhunath had pre-
sented himself  in many 
videos as a hardcore Hin-
du fanatic.

Lucknow, Dec. 17 (PTI): 
The son of  a former BJP 
MLA was shot dead at 
a spot close to the Uttar 
Pradesh legislature complex 
late last night and the issue 
is likely to rock the state As-
sembly and the Legislative 
Council tomorrow.

Vaibhav Tiwari (36), son 
of  former Domariyaganj 
MLA Prem Prakash Tiwari, 
was allegedly shot at from 
point blank range at the 
Kasmanda House, barely 
300 metres from the UP 
legislature building and the 
state BJP headquarters, po-
lice officials said.

His father was the BJP 
MLA from Domariyaganj 
in 1989, 1991 and 1993. 
In 2014, he had joined the 
Samajwadi Party though in 
this year’s Assembly polls, 
he campaigned for the BJP.

The killing happened 
at a time when the opposi-
tion has been attacking the 
Adityanath dispensation 
on the law and order front. 
Opposition MLAs indicated 
that they were in no mood to 
spare the government over 
Vaibhav Tiwari’s killing, 
an incident that sent shock-
waves across the political 

spectrum.
“We will not allow the 

House to function. The state 
government has to give a 
categorical answer on the 
law and order situation. It 
has to make clear who is pat-
ronising criminal elements,” 
Samajwadi Party legislator 
Sunil Singh Sajan told PTI.

The first two days of  
the ongoing winter session 
of  the state legislature wit-
nessed turmoil over law and 
order and other issues lead-
ing to repeated adjourn-
ments.

The scene is unlikely to 
be any different in both the 
Houses tomorrow as the op-
position has decided to press 
for a discussion on the law 
and order situation.

“As soon as the Ques-
tion Hour is over, we will 
press for a discussion. If the 
government runs away from 
discussion, we will launch 
a mass movement,” Sajan 
said.

Leader of the Congress 
Legislature Party (CLP) in 
the state Assembly, Ajay Ku-
mar Singh Lallu said, “It is 
indeed a very serious matter. 

There is fear among the 
public and not a day passes 

off in UP without any major 
incident of crime.” 

We will raise this issue 
aggressively in the Assembly 
tomorrow and seek answer 
from the government, he 
said.

The lone MLA of Rash-
triya Lok Dal, Sahender 
Singh, too criticised the UP 
government for the “poor 
law and order situation” in 
the state.

“I will definitely raise 
the issue of  deteriorating 
law and order scenario in 
the House. The situation is 
so poor that criminals do 
not fear the police and go 
scotfree after committing 
crime,” he said.

Tabling of the first sup-
plementary budget is on 
tomorrow’s agenda in the 
legislative business after the 
question and zero hours.

The agenda for the ses-
sion that concludes on De-
cember 22 also includes in-
troduction of bills to repeal 
ordinances for creating the 
Prayag Raj Mela authority, 
Allahabad for holding Kum-
bh, and ensuring stringent 
punishment, including death 
penalty, for those trading in 
spurious liquor.

New Delhi, Dec. 17 (PTI): The Election 
Commission tonight withdrew its show 
cause notice to Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi for alleged violation of the Model 
Code of Conduct, saying the provision under 
which it was issued is now under review.

“The Commission is of the considered 
view that due to multi-fold expansion of  
digital and electronic media, the extant 
Model Code of Conduct, Section 126 of the 
RP Act, 1951, and other related provisions 
require revisiting to cater to the requirement 
and challenges of the present and emerging 
situations,” it said while withdrawing the 
notice.

The poll body also decided to set up a 
panel to suggest amendments to a provision 
in the election law barring campaigning 48 
hours ahead of polling, following complaints 
that it has failed to keep pace with informa-
tion technology.

In an order issued tonight, it said the 
proposed committee will have members 
from the poll panel, the information and 
broadcasting, law and IT ministries, in addi-
tion to those from the National Broadcasters 

Associations (NBA) and the Press Council 
of India (PCI).

The order comes in the wake of  con-
troversies over Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s FICCI meeting, Rahul Gandhi’s TV 
interviews and the release of BJP manifesto 
in Gujarat -- all after campaigning had ended 
in the state.

The poll body had on December 13 is-
sued the show cause notice to Rahul Gandhi 
for “prima facie” violating the provisions 
of the election law and the model code by 
giving interviews to TV channels in Gujarat.

The panel will “examine these provisions 
in the prevailing context of communication 
technologies and suggest required changes”, 
it said. The commission accepted that Sec-
tion 126 of the Representation of the People 
Act does not take into account the revolution 
in communication technology.

“It appears imperative to revisit the pro-
visions relating to the last 48 hours before 
completion of poll to appropriately address 
challenges unleashed by fast changing tech-
nologies in the context of multi-phase polls,” 
the commission said.



Karachi/Islamabad, Dec. 17 (PTI): 
Two suicide bombers attacked a 
packed church during a Sunday 
service in the restive Pakistani city 
of Quetta, killing eight people and 
injuring 44 others in a targeted 
assault on the minority Christian 
community ahead of Christmas in 
the Muslim nation.

The Islamic State (ISIS) terror 
group claimed responsibility for the 
attack. The group s Amaq News 
Agency posted a statement online, 
saying attackers had stormed the 
church in Quetta -- the capital of  
Balochistan province. But the terror 
group provided no evidence for the 
claim.

Balochistan Home Minister Mir 
Sarfaraz Bugti said that at least two 
suicide bombers were involved in 
the attack on the Bethel Memorial 
Church on Zarghoon road in Quet-
ta. Bugti said that the terrorists had 
weapons and it seems they wanted 
to take hostages inside the church.

“The security forces foiled their 
plan,” he added.

Balochistan’s Inspector General 
Moazzam Ansari said there were 
400 worshippers inside the church 
when it was attacked.

Ansari said that police assigned 
to the church’s security reacted in a 
timely manner and averted a much 
larger tragedy.

Dr Wasim Baig of Civil Hospital 
said that nine people were killed in 
the attack, including two women.

Two women were among the 
dead, and 10 women and seven 
children were among the injured, 
hospital officials said.

According to the church’s Face-
book page, it had organised different 
programmes all throughout Decem-
ber to mark Christmas, and was 
holding a ‘Sunday School Christmas 
Programme’ at the time of  the at-
tack. The Bethel Memorial Church 
has been the target of a terrorist at-
tack in the past.

Sources in the Balochistan gov-
ernment said that few days back 
Methodist schools and churches 
had received threatening notes from 
the Sajjan group of the Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan.
The threatening notes were also 

received in Karachi and Lahore 
which led to missionary schools can-
celling their examinations and taking 
an early winter/Christmas break.

Following the attack, an emer-
gency was declared in all hospitals 
across Quetta. Army chief  Gen 
Qamar Javed Bajwa condemned 
the attack, calling it “an attempt to 
cloud Christmas celebrations/create 
religious cleavages.” 

“Quetta church attack targeting 
our brotherly Christian Pakistanis 
is an attempt to cloud Christmas 
celebrations/create religious cleav-
ages. Effective response by LEAs is 
commendable. We stay united and 
steadfast to respond against such 
heinous attempts,” he said.

Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal 
condemned the attack, which came 
a day after Pakistan observed the 
third anniversary of  the Peshawar 
school attack of 2014 which killed 
at least 150 people, mostly students.

Foreign Office Spokesperson 

Muhammad Faisal condemned 
the terror attack, saying Pakistan’s 
resolve against terrorism cannot be 
deterred by these cowardly acts of  
terrorists.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chair-
man Imran Khan also strongly 
condemned the terror attack.

“The govt must ensure special 
protection for churches as Christ-
mas approaches. My prayers go 
to the victims’ families and for the 
speedy recovery of  the injured,” 
Khan tweeted. On March 15, 2015, 
the Taliban suicide bombers at-
tacked two churches in Lahore s 
Youhanabad neighbourhood, kill-
ing 15 people and wounding 70 
others.

Christians make up an estimated 
1.6 per cent of Pakistan’s 200 million 
people. Today’s assault raised con-
cerns about the security of religious 
minorities, especially Christians, 
in a country with a dismal record 
when it comes to the treatment and 
protection of  religious minorities, 
analysts say. 

Pakistani officials denied that 
ISIS had an organised presence in 
the country, however, even though 
the terrorist group has claimed re-
sponsibility for several other attacks 
in Baluchistan in recent years.

IS claims responsibility for  
Pakistan church attack
Islamabad, Dec. 17 (IANS): The 
Islamic State terror organisation on 
Sunday claimed responsibility for 
the suicide bomb and gun attack 
on a Methodist church in Quetta, 
which killed at least nine people and 
wounded another 30.

In a statement published via the 
messaging service Telegram, IS said 
two of its members launched the at-
tack on the Bethel Memorial Church 
in Imdad Square in Quetta, where 
around 400 people were present, Efe 
news agency reported.

IS added that one of them deto-
nated an explosive belt he was wear-
ing, while the second was killed in 
a shootout with Pakistani security 
forces.

Manila, Dec. 17 (PTI/
AP): A slow-moving storm 
has left more than 30 peo-
ple dead and several oth-
ers missing mostly due to 
landslides and floods and 
has stranded thousands of  
holiday travelers in central 
Philippines, officials said 
today.

Sofronio Dacillo Jr., a 
disaster-response officer, 
said 26 villagers died and 
23 others were missing 
mostly due to landslides in 
different areas in the island 
province of  Biliran, where 
the weather has improved 
after Tropical Storm Kai-
Tak blew over yesterday.

At least seven other 
people were killed in land-

slides and floods in four 
central areas due to Kai-
tak, which weakened into 
a tropical depression but 
moved southwestward and 
picked up speed Sunday 
with sustained winds of  
55 kilometers per hour, 
according to officials and 
police.

The National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council said it 
was trying to confirm the 
reported deaths caused by 
the storm, which forced 
more than 89,000 people 
to flee to emergency shel-
ters. Thousands of  Christ-
mas holiday travelers were 
stranded due to canceled 
inter-island ferries and 

flights.
Kai-tak, known lo-

cally as Urduja, has re-
mained almost stationary 
over the eastern section 
of  the central Philippines 
in recent days, drenching 
island provinces, setting 
off  landslides and floods 
and knocking out power in 
some areas.

President Rodrigo Du-
terte said he would visit the 
storm- hit region.

About 20 typhoons and 
storms, mostly from the 
Pacific, lash the Philippines 
each year, making the poor 
country of  more than 100 
million people one of  the 
most disaster-prone in the 
world.

Karachi, Dec. 17 (PTI): Hailing LeT and 
JuD terror groups as “patriotic”, former 
military dictator Pervez Musharraf  has 
said that he was ready to enter into an 
alliance with them for Pakistan’s “safety 
and security”, according to a media report.

The 74-year-old retired general, who 
is on self-exile in Dubai, had last month 
said that he was the biggest supporter of  
the LeT and its founder Hafiz Saeed, the 
Mumbai terror attack mastermind who 
heads the banned Jamaat-ud Dawah.

“They (LeT and JuD) are patriotic 
people. The most patriotic. They have 
sacrificed their lives for Pakistan in Kash-
mir...,” the ARY News channel quoted 
him as saying.

Musharraf  said the two groups have 
large public support and good people and 
no one could object if  they formed a politi-
cal party.

The LeT was banned following the 
2008 Mumbai attack in which 166 people 
were killed, while the JuD was declared as 
a foreign terrorist organisation by the US 
in June 2014.

JuD chief  Saeed, accused of  mas-
terminding the Mumbai attack, had last 

month unveiled his political ambitions by 
formally announcing that his group will 
contest the general elections in 2018 under 
the banner of  the Milli Muslim League.

The former military ruler further said 
that so far the two groups have not ap-
proached him but if  they desire to enter 
into an alliance with his party, he has no 
objection.

Musharraf  had last month announced 
the formation of  a grand political alliance 
after a consultative meeting between rep-
resentatives of  around two dozen political 
parties.

However, several parties dissociated 
themselves from Musharraf ’s Pakistan 
Awami Ittehad alliance.

Musharraf, who plotted the Kargil 
conflict, then toppled prime minister Na-
waz Sharif  in a bloodless coup in 1999 
and ruled over Pakistan for nine years, is 
facing a slew of  court cases in Pakistan. 
He unsuccessfully contested 2013 elections 
after returning from five years of  self-exile 
in Dubai.

He claimed that he was ready to face 
all charges as the courts are not under 
“Nawaz Sharif ’s control anymore”.

Canberra, Dec. 17 (IANS): A 59-year-
old man from Sydney has been arrested 
for allegedly acting as an economic 
agent of North Korea, the Australian 
Federal Police said on Sunday.

The man, identified as Chan Han 
Choi, has been charged with “broker-
ing sales and discussing the supply of  
weapons of  mass destruction”, Efe 
news agency reported quoting a police 
statement.

Chan, who is a naturalised Austral-
ian citizen of Korean descent, is the 
first person to be charged under the 
country’s Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion (Prevention of Proliferation) Act 
of 1995. It is also the first time anyone 
has been charged for allegedly breach-
ing UN sanctions against Pyongyang.

Chan was arrested on Saturday 
after “extensive investigations” over a 
“period of months” led police to be-
lieve the man “was acting as economic 
agent of  North Korea through his 
facilitation of  various exports” from 
North Korea.

The Australian police alleges that 
he was involved in the sale of “missiles 
and missile componentry and exper-
tise” from North Korea, as well as in 

the transfer of coal from North Korea 
to contacts in Indonesia and Vietnam.

Police believe that the missile com-
ponents could be used in the “guidance 
of ballistic missiles”.

The man’s alleged offences breach 
both Australian and United Nations 
sanctions against North Korea. Chan 
faces up to 10 years in prison if found 
guilty.

Police Assistant Commissioner 
Neil Gaughan praised investigators’ 
patience and thoroughness, and reas-
sured the Australian public that there 
were never “any weapons or missile 
componentry that ever came to Aus-
tralian soil”, adding that there was no 
“immediate threat” to the community.

Gaughan said that the man consid-
ers himself  a “loyal agent” of North 
Korea, “believing he was acting to 
serve some higher patriotic purpose”.

Australia has long supported 
the UN’s and the US’ opposition to 
Pyongyang’s nuclear ambitions. 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop 
responded to North Korea’s most 
recent weapons test in late November 
by condemning the regime’s “illegal, 
threatening and provocative” actions.

London, Dec. 17 (PTI/AFP): Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa May has 
hit back at critics of  her handling 
of  Brexit, writing in the Sunday 
Telegraph that she had “proven the 
doubters wrong” after securing an 
interim deal.

Pressure lifted on the embattled 
leader after she struck a deal with 
the European Union over Britain’s 
divorce terms last Friday, enabling 
talks to turn to the country’s future 
trading relationship after months of  
fraught negotiations.

“We have proven the doubters 
wrong and are making progress 
towards a successful exit from the 
EU,” she wrote in the centre-right 
broadsheet, calling the agreement “a 

watershed” in negotiations.
“Amid all the noise, we are get-

ting on with the job,” she added. 
“We will not be derailed from 
this fundamental duty to deliver 
the democratic will of  the British 
people.” 

The prime minister said it was 
important to work out the exact 
terms of  an implementation pe-
riod, designed to soften the effects 
of  Brexit after the March 2019 
leave date, “as soon as possible... 
to provide invaluable certainty for 
employers.” 

She also played down fears of  
Brexit voters that Britain would end 
up being bound by EU rules, insist-
ing that the country would regain 

“control of our borders, and set our 
own laws”.

However, prominent Brexit cam-
paigners in her own cabinet ap-
peared concerned that Britain would 
be restricted by EU rules during the 
transition period, which is expected 
to last for around two years.

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson 
told the Sunday Times that Britain 
risked becoming a “vassal state” of  
Europe if  it did not fully leave the 
jurisdiction of European courts or 
the customs union, which would 
prevent it from striking trade deals 
with other countries.

His comments came shortly 
after finance minister Philip Ham-
mond said Britain would “effectively 

replicate the status quo” during the 
transition period, highlighting May’s 
task in uniting her cabinet ahead of  
the second phase of negotiations.

She also faces battles with her 
own MPs, 11 of whom rebelled last 
week to deliver the government a 
damaging parliamentary defeat on 
the bill that will enshrine Brexit into 
domestic law. 

A BMG Research poll for The 
Independent newspaper on Sunday 
found 51 per cent of Britons now fa-
voured staying in the EU compared 
with 41 per cent who backed Brexit, 
the widest margin since the June 
2106 vote -- although the poll was 
carried out before the interim deal 
was announced.

Karachi, Dec. 17 (PTI/AP): Thou-
sands of Islamists have rallied in two 
major cities in Pakistan to condemn 
US President Donald Trump for de-
claring Jerusalem Israel’s capital.

Supporters of the Jamaat-e-Islami 
party in Karachi and advocates of  
US-wanted Islamist Hafiz Saeed in 
Lahore dispersed peacefully after ral-
lying Sunday for the Palestinian cause.

Protests have persisted in Pakistan 
since Trump’s announcement angered 
Muslims across the world.

The chief  of  Jamaat-e-Islami, 
Sirajul Haq, called on all Muslim na-
tions to suspend diplomatic ties with 
the US until it reconsiders its Jerusa-
lem decision.

Hafiz Saeed said that Muslims the 
world over should put aside any differ-
ences and unite around the cause of  
“liberating” Jerusalem.

Muslim-majority Pakistan has 
reiterated its support for the Palestin-
ians, who claim east Jerusalem as the 
capital of their hoped-for state.

Colombo, Dec. 17 (PTI/AP): 
Clad in traditional Chinese, West-
ern and Sri Lankan costumes, 50 
Chinese couples were married at 
a mass ceremony in Sri Lanka’s 
capital to mark the 60th anniversa-
ry of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries and to promote 
the island nation as a tourist des-
tination.

The ceremony in Colombo 
on Sunday was attended by Sri 
Lankan politicians and diplomats 

from both nations. A number of  
Chinese nationals attended as well.

Soon after the couples arrived 
in decorated cars, the ceremony 
began with traditional Sri Lankan 
drummers and dancers blow-
ing conch shells as a symbol of  
auspiciousness and performing a 
welcome dance.

The couples exchanged rings 
and had their fingers tied together 
and water poured over them as a 
sign of unity and purity.

Dubai, Dec. 17 (IANS): A senior offi-
cial of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
said on Saturday through his Twitter 
account that Iran is “a serial missile 
exporter in the region.”

Anwar Gargash, UAE’s Minister of  
State for Foreign Affairs, said the defen-
sive nature of Iran’s missile program has 
been exposed for being “a blatant lie”, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

Gargash stated in English (he usual-
ly tweets in Arabic) as “jittery Iranian re-
actions to evidence showing its culpabil-
ity in the missile attacks on Saudi Arabia 
expected.” “Iran’s missile programme is 
both aggressive and exportable,” added 
the minister, who regularly comments 
on geopolitical issues in the Middle East 
through social media channels.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia ac-
cuse Iran of  providing and operating 
ballistic missiles for the Shiite Houthi 
rebels which they have been fighting 
militarily in a pan-Arab coalition since 
March 2015 in order to restore Yemen’s 
President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi, 
who was ousted by Houthis in Septem-
ber 2014. 

Ottawa, Dec. 17 (IANS): A video 
on a starving polar bear in northern 
Canada’s Nunavut region has led to 
concerns on climate change as well 
as doubts about the real cause of  the 
beast’s emaciation.

Earlier this month, video and photos 
were published showing a scrawny polar 
bear rummaging in the garbage for food in 
an abandoned fishing camp on Somerset 
Island of Nunavut, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The heartbreaking scene was shared 
and retweeted around the world for mil-
lions of  times, with people in the com-
ments arguing over the phenomenon of  
shrinking Arctic sea ice because of global 
warming, which makes hunting harder 
for animals like polar bears.

“The simple truth is this -- if  the Earth 
continues to warm, we will lose bears and 
entire polar ecosystems,” said Paul Nick-
len, a photographer with a documentary 
team at the “soul-crushing scene”.

The video directly puts the blame on 
climate change as the script in the begin-
ning says: “This is what climate change 
looks like.”

Yet there are people doubting the 
whole thing as agenda driven, saying the 
polar bear could be terribly sick or suffer-
ing from vital injury.

Leo Ikakhik, a resident in Arviat vil-
lage on Canada’s western Hudson Bay, 

is a polar bear monitor working for or-
ganisations like the World Wildlife Fund 
Canada. According to him, the polar 
bear’s wretched condition is “just part of  
the cycle”.

“Mother Nature is going to do part 
of that... I would not really blame the cli-
mate change. It’s just part of the animal, 
what they go through,” Ikakhik said in an 
interview with CBC Radio One.

While some people refused to take 
the video as proof of  climate change, a 
conservation group named SeaLegacy 
hoped the scene could prompt discussions 
on the negative influence of  warming 
global temperatures on the Arctic and its 
wildlife.

“(The bear) was starving and we want 
people to know what a starving polar bear 
looks like, because as we lose the ice in 
the Arctic polar bears will starve,” SeaLe-
gacy co-founder Cristina Mittermeier told 
CBC Radio One on Friday.

A study released in October by a 
climate research group at the University 
of  Calgary suggested that Arctic Ocean 
could be ice-free much sooner than the 
previous predictions of  the first ice-free 
Arctic summer to occur between 2040 
and 2050. 

The consequences would be enor-
mous for polar bears as these seal-pred-
ators’ only access to food is from the 
surface of sea ice.

Vatican City, Dec. 17 (PTI/
AFP): Pope Francis cel-
ebrated his 81st birthday 
today with a hero cake and 
a message urging the world 
-- and children in particular 
-- to join in the holiday mood 
and be joyful.

The Argentine pontiff  

thanked the crowds gath-
ered in Saint Peter’s Square 
for the Angelus prayer as 
they sang happy birthday, 
and was expected to slice 
into his birthday cake after 
lunch.

It sports a picture of the 
pope carrying the world on 

his shoulders, designed by 
Italian graffiti artist MauPal.

The artist -- whose real 
name is Mauro Pallotta -- 
famously depicted Francis 
as Superman in 2014 and 
has since begun supporting 
Vatican charitable projects 
by selling T- shirts bearing 

the flying pope.
The pear and cinnamon 

delight shows Francis in his 
white cassock, holding up 
with one hand the world, 
which is divided in two but 
stitched back together -- a 
symbol of the pope’s unify-
ing force, Rome pastry mak-
er Hedera said.

Francis’s birthday this 
year falls on Gaudete Sun-
day, which the church marks 
as a moment of  particular 
joy as celebrations for the 
birth of  Jesus Christ ap-
proach.

“Be always joyful, even 
when things don’t go as we 
wish they would,” the pope 
said during the Angelus 
prayer.

He had earlier stressed 
the importance of sheltering 
children from adult woes. 

“When children see 
problems at home, parents 
that fight, they suffer. Don’t 
make them sad. They must 
always grow up with joy,” he 
said as he met disadvantaged 
youngsters looked after by a 
Vatican foundation.
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AP/PTI

Pakistani Christians chant slogans during a demonstration to condemn the Quetta’s suicide attack on a church, in Lahore, Pakistan, 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017. 

AP/PTI

Pope Francis blows a candle on the occasion of his 81st birthday during a private audience with children  
in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017. 

Nine killed, 44 injured in suicide 
attack on church in Pakistan

More than 30 dead in Philippines 
due to slow-moving storm

At least two dead, eight 
missing in Chile landslide

Alleged North Korean 
agent arrested in Australia

Brexit deal proves critics wrong— UK’s May

Thousands rally in Pakistan 
against Trump’s Jerusalem move

50 Chinese couples marry in 
Sri Lanka in mass ceremony

Iranian missile 
programme ‘aggressive,’ 
says UAE minister

‘Starving’ polar bear provokes 
Climate Change dialogue

Cake for ‘joyful’ Pope on his 81st birthday



TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D
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kumhei.com
Miss Manipur 2017 Thounaojam Strela flanked by first runner-up Priyanka Gotimayum (L) and second 
runner-up Konthoujam Mangal Chanu (R).

Calvin Harris, SZA collaborate on ‘The Weekend’ remix

Thounaojam Strela is 
Miss Manipur 2017

‘X-Men’, ‘Fantastic Four’ join Marvel Comic Universe

Mokokchung to rock to second inter-ward beat contest

Birthday 
Greetings

Singer-songwriter SZA and record producer Calvin Harris have joined hands for a funky 
remix of the former’s hit song “The Weekend”. The music video for the original and the 
remix are yet to be released, reports billboard.com. The remix was released on Friday. The 
nearly-three-minute track has Harris transforming the slow jam into a house jam, adding 
some bouncy sounds to the track.  The funky remix received a positive response from fans 
of both the artistes.  One fan commented on YouTube: “As good as the original! This is 
so rare to happen.” Another fan added: “The beat boos and goes with the vocals! Yaaaas 
SZAAA.”  “The Weekend” is one of the tracks from SZA’s debut album “Ctrl”, which 
was released on June 9. Even though the track was never officially released as a single, the 
track earned a platinum certification and has been nominated for Best R&B Performance 
at the 2018 Grammy Awards. (IANS)

T
hounaojam 
Strela was 
crowned Miss 
Manipur 2017 
at the Bheigy-

achandra open air theatre 
in Imphal on Dec. 16. She 
bagged the title defeating 
16 other contestants who 
competed for the coveted 
title in three rounds namely 
traditional, casual and 
evening. 

The top 10 contestants 
were screened and they 
were later shortlisted for 
the top five after a question 
and answer round.

A brief written 
examination decided the 
top three winners with 
Thounaojam Strela as Miss 
Manipur with Priyanka 
Gotimayum and Konthou-
jam Mangal Chanu who 
bagged the first and second 
runner-up titles of the 
beauty contest presented by 
Halley Laithangbam and 
Sonia Phairembam.

All the three top beau-
ties went home richer with 
a cash prize of Rs 80,000, 
Rs 60,000 and Rs 40,000 
respectively with a number 
of gift hampers from vari-
ous sponsors and one night 
stay at Classic Resort at 

Sendra. 
Seven sub-titles 

awards also given to M 
Saprina (Beautiful hair), 
Ng Bidyabati (Congeni-
ality), Kabita Saikhom 
(Popularity), Serena 
Ahongsangbam(Beautiful 
skin), Priyanka Goti-
mayum (Talented),Aluliu 
Daimei (Catwalk) and 
Teresa Paonam (Best 
designer).

The contestants of  
Miss Manipur beauty 
pageant 2017 were scru-
tinised by a panel of five 
judges including Manipur 
Fire Service Director RK 
Meme, Medico fashionista 
and founder of a clothing 
line Sakura Dr Thiyam 
Sonia; design consultant 
Memyo Ningombi from 
the Ministry of Textiles, 
government of India; 
well-known designer Rina 
Ahanthem; and chairper-
son Dr K Sobita of the 
Manipur State Commis-
sion for Women.

The formal programme 
was inaugurated by 
minister for Consumer 
Affairs Food & Public 
Distribution and Revenue 
Karam Shyam, the chief  
guest. The chairman of the 

Tourism Corporation of  
Manipur Ltd. Dr Sapam 
Ranjan was the guest of  
honour.

Further, Shyam said 
that the citizens should be 
punctual in their activi-
ties if the state is to move 
toward progress and 
development. He pointed 
out one should try to abide 
by schedule and the tim-
ing set when organising a 
function. 

Also, Dr Ranjan said 
that the very purpose in 
organising Miss Manipur 
was not just to appreciate 
‘external physical beauty’ 
alone but to give a plat-
form to the contestants to 
showcase their talents and 
best attitudes.

Miss Manipur 2017 is 
not just a one-day show 
but a culmination of  
various other events 
during a period of one 
month. During the event, 
contestants undergo 
various skill development 
programmes, training 
and grooming sessions 
to hone their talents, said 
Chief Co-ordinator RK 
Somio of Miss Manipur 
Organisation.

Our Correspondent 

M
ore superheroes films, 
including “X-Men” and 
“Fantastic Four”, have 
been added in the Marvel 
Comic Universe (MCU), 

following Disney’s acquisition of Rupert 
Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox.

Disney CEO Bob Iger has announced 
that the company has reached a deal with 
Fox, buying select assets of the latter for 
$52.4 billion in stock, reports aceshowbiz.
com.

He said: “We’re also looking forward 
to expanding the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse to include ‘X-Men’, ‘Fantastic Four’ 
and ‘Deadpool’.” 

The Disney-Fox deal is a huge move 
as Marvel can finally reclaim many of  
the characters it lost in the 1990s after it 
licensed them out to prevent bankruptcy. 

The respective characters from the 

“X-Men” and “Fantastic Four” universes 
will now join the MCU, which has already 
teamed “The Avengers” with “Guardians 
of the Galaxy”, “Doctor Strange” and 
“Spider-Man”. 

Iger also spoke on the future of “Dead-
pool”, the R-rated Marvel franchise at Fox. 

“It (‘Deadpool’) clearly has been and 
will be Marvel branded. But we think there 
might be an opportunity for a Marvel-R 
brand for something like ‘Deadpool’. As 
long as we let the audiences know what’s 
coming, we think we can manage that 
fine,” said Iger. 

In addition, Disney has announced a 
plan to launch two streaming services by 
2019. 

The company will now have the power 
to challenge streaming giants like Netflix, 
Apple, Amazon, Google and Facebook.

IANS

C
ome Dec. 22, Mokok-
chung town will be 
taken back to the times 
when rock n’ roll was 
great. A local group 

of individuals calling themselves 
Temulunger Telok has planned the 
second edition of the inter-ward 
beat contest, a yearly event at the 
town hall of Mokokchung. The 
theme of the event can’t be too 
far behind. Well, it’s “Beating out 
Loud.”

The convener of the Temu-
lunger Telok Impochang, General 
Secretary Limasenla Jamir and 
Asst. General Secretary Molung-
chet gave a press conference on 
Dec. 17 Sun. afternoon at The 
Restaurant. They informed that the 
event which was scheduled to be 
held on Dec. 19 was postponed to 
Dec. 22.

They in-
formed that 
the beat con-
test—which 
started 
previous 
year—
was a 
‘huge 
suc-
cess.’ 
This 

year eight bands from the 18 wards 
of Mokokchung are ready for the 
coveted title.

The beat contest has cash 
prizes for the ultimate winner and 
runner-up, besides individual prizes 
for best guitarist, bassist, drummer 
and singer. There will be guest 
bands and solo artist such as The 
Great Decade, Mokokchung Tunes 
and Imlichila. 

The ticket to the show is priced 
at Rs. 100. The gates will open 

from 4 pm onwards, the organisers 
informed.

The Temulonger Telok was 
formed in 2016 by ten members 
from diverse fields, predominantly 
entrepreneurs and musicians driven 
by a passion to promote talents in 
the town. 

“Mokokchung town (has) lots 
of music talents, but there aren’t 
much platforms where the young 
people can showcase their tal-
ents. That is why the Temulonger 

Telok was formed and we wish to 
continue organizing this contest,” 
the assistant secretary of the group 
Mulongchet said.

Impochang, convenor of the 
event, added that the show will 
help revive the spirit of rock and 
strengthen the bonds of youths 
from different wards.

For further details, one may 
contact the convener, Impochang 
at 8575208706.

Our Correspondent

Dear Lemren kichu, 
You are the soul who 
keeps everyone at home 
happy and joyful. You 
might be turning just 
four today but we all 
know that there is a very 
matured and wise person 
inside you. You are the 
best gift we could ever ask 
for. May God always set 
His eyes on you and let 
you grow in His grace! 

Family and loved ones.

EM Images
Members of the Temulunger Telok at the press conference at The Restaurant in Mokokchung on Sunday. 

Shilpa wins PETA’s ‘Hero To Animals’ Award

A
ctress-
entre-
pre-
neur 
Shilpa 

Shetty Kundra has 
been honoured 
with a ‘Hero 
to Animals’ 
Award by 
animal rights 
organisation 

PETA for 
speak-
ing out 
against 
the cru-
elty of  

circuses; signing a petition asking 
the government to uphold the ban 
on jallikattu, bull races, and bull-
fights; and adopting a stray kitten.

Shilpa’s compassion towards 
animals was recognised here on 
Saturday night by People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA).

“Shilpa is beautiful inside and 
out and has a golden heart that 
beats for animals. We thank her for 
standing up for animals through 
her work and other actions,” Sachin 
Bangera, PETA Associate Director 
of Celebrity and Public Relations, 
said in a statement.

Other recipients of PETA’s 

Hero to Animals Award have in-
cluded Zareen Khan, for rescuing a 
cat from the streets; Cyrus Broacha, 
for refusing to perform a stunt that 
involved riding a bull; Rani Muk-
erji, for helping a dog in distress 
on her film set; Asin, for saving a 
dog hit by a car; Imran Khan, for 
stopping a dog trainer who was 
smacking a dog on a film set; Sadha 
Sayed, for helping a puppy who just 
missed being hit by a car during a 
rainstorm; and Dia Mirza’s produc-
tion house, Born Free Entertain-
ment, for showing that homeless 
animals make wonderful additions 
to families.

IANS
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A comparison of planets in our own solar system, bottom, with planets observed circling Kepler 90, a star more than 2,000 light-years from 
Earth. Scientists using artificial intelligence supplied by Google researchers just detected an eighth planet orbiting the star. (Credit NASA/Ames 
Research Center/Wendy Stenzel)
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Soyuz capsule with 3 astronauts 
blasts off for space station

NASA scientists to survey 
unexplored stretch of Antarctic ice

What made the oldest 
plesiosaur a strong swimmer

60 million-year old meteorite 
impact discovered in Scotland

AI may help identify bacteria quickly, accurately This is how your smartphone 
can help fight cybercrime

Scientists find miniature version of 
our solar system with eight planets

Google AI helps NASA discover two exoplanets

Washington, Dec. 17 
(IANS): Scientists apply-
ing artificial intelligence 
to  data  f rom NASA’s 
Kepler Space Telescope 
have discovered an eighth 
planet around the star 
Kepler-90 -- breaking the 
record for the star with the 
most exoplanets and, for 
the first time, tying with 
our own.

The planet Kepler-90i, 
described at a briefing on 
Thursday and in a paper 
accepted for publication 
in the Astronomical Jour-
nal, demonstrates for the 
first time that other stars 
can host planetary sys-
tems as populous as our 
own solar system, the Los 
Angeles Times reported.

The findings also es-
tablish the growing role 
that neural networks and 
other machine learning 
techniques could play in 
the hunt for more elusive 
planets outside our own 
solar neighbourhood.

“Kepler has already 
shown us that most stars 
have planets,” said Paul 
Hertz, director of  NASA’s 
Astrophysics Division 
in Washington. “Today, 
Kepler confirms that stars 
can have large families of  
planets just like our solar 
system.”

Kepler-90i sits around 
a Sun-like star 2,545 light 
years away in the constel-
lation Draco.  Like the 
Earth, Kepler-90i is also 
the third rock from its 
sun - though it sits much 
closer, circling its star ev-
ery 14.4 days. The two 

Washington, Dec. 17 (IANS): A Russian 
Soyuz spacecraft carrying a team of three 
astronauts from the US, Russia and Japan 
blasted off  for the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS) on Sunday from the Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

The capsule with the three crew mem-
bers -- NASA’s Scott Tingle, Anton Shkaple-
rov of the Russian space agency Roscosmos 
and Norishige Kanai of  the Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency -- is scheduled 
to dock with the space station’s Rassvet 
module on December 19, the US space 
agency aid.

The arrival of  Tingle, Shkaplerov and 
Kanai will restore the station’s crew comple-
ment to six. 

They will join Expedition 54 Com-
mander Alexander Misurkin of Roscosmos 
and his crewmates, Mark Vande Hei and 
Joe Acaba of NASA. 

The crew members will spend more 

than four months conducting approximate-
ly 250 science investigations in fields such 
as biology, Earth science, human research, 
physical sciences and technology develop-
ment, NASA said.

Highlights of  upcoming investigations 
include demonstrating the benefits of  
manufacturing fibre optic filaments in a 
microgravity environment.

Other important investigations include 
a new study looking at structures that are 
vital to the design of advanced optical ma-
terials and electronic devices and examining 
a drug compound and drug delivery system 
designed to combat muscular breakdown in 
space or during other prolonged periods of  
disuse, such as extended bed rest on Earth.

Vande Hei, Acaba and Misurkin are 
scheduled to remain aboard the station until 
February 2018, and Tingle, Shkaplerov and 
Kanai are scheduled to return to Earth in 
April, the US space agency said.

Washington, Dec. 17 
(IANS): NASA scientists 
are set to embark on a 
756-kilometre expedition 
in one of  the most barren 
landscapes on Earth to sur-
vey an unexplored stretch 
of  Antarctic ice.

The team led by two 
NASA scientists will begin 
their two- to three-week tra-
verse in an arc around the 
South Pole on December 
21, NASA said.

“They are packing ex-
treme cold-weather gear 
and scientific instruments 
onto sleds pulled by two 
tank-like snow machines 
called PistenBullys,” the 
US space agency added.

The expedition will ul-
timately help scientists to 
make the best assessment 

of  the accuracy of  data col-
lected from space by the Ice 
Cloud and land Elevation 
Satellite-2 (ICESat-2), set 
to launch in 2018. 

With a fast-firing laser 
instrument, ICESat-2 will 
measure the elevation of  
ice sheets and track change 
over time. 

Even small amounts of  
melt across areas as vast as 
Greenland or Antarctica 
can result in large amounts 
of  meltwater contributing 
to sea level rise.

To help document this, 
ICESat-2’s height change 
measurements will have a 
precision of  less than an 
inch - ground-truthed, in 
part, with efforts like this 
Antarctic campaign. 

The team will collect 

precise GPS data of  the el-
evation at 88 degrees south, 
where ICESat-2’s orbits 
converge, providing thou-
sands of  points where the 
survey measurements can 
be compared to satellite 
data, NASA said.

“This traverse provides 
an extremely challenging 
and extremely cold way to 
assess the accuracy of  the 
data,” said Kelly Brunt of  
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center, and a re-
search scientist at the Uni-
versity of  Maryland. 

“ICESat-2’s datasets 
are going to tell us incred-
ible things about how 
Earth’s ice is changing, 
and what that means for 
things like sea level rise,” 
Brunt added.

N ew  Yo r k ,  D e c.  1 7 
(IANS): Taking cue from 
tiny variations in the smart-
phone camera’s 
sensors, a team 
of  researchers has 
discovered how 
to identify smart-
phones by examin-
ing just one photo 
taken by the device.

The advance-
ment opens the 
possibility of  us-
ing smartphones 
-- instead of  body 
parts -- as a form 
of identification to 
deter cybercrime, said the 
researchers from the Uni-
versity at Buffalo.

“Like snowflakes, no 
two smartphones are the 
same. Each device, regard-
less of  the manufacturer 
or make, can be identified 
through a pattern of micro-
scopic imaging flaws that 
are present in every picture 
they take,” said Kui Ren, 
the study’s lead author.

“It’s kind of like match-
ing bullets to a gun, only 
we’re matching photos to a 
smartphone camera,” Ren 
added.

The new technology 
could become part of  the 
authentication process -- 
like PIN numbers and pass-
words -- that customers 
complete at cash registers, 
ATMs and during online 

transactions.
“For people who’ve had 

their personal identification 

stolen, it could also help 
prevent cybercriminals from 
using that information to 
make purchases in their 
name,” said Ren.

The study focuses on an 
obscure flaw in digital imag-
ing called photo-response 
non-uniformity (PRNU).

Manufacturing imper-
fections create tiny vari-
ations in each camera’s 
sensors. These variations 
can cause some of sensors’ 
millions of pixels to project 
colours that are slightly 
brighter or darker than they 
should be.

Not visible to the naked 
eye, this lack of uniformity 
forms a systemic distortion 
in the photo called pattern 
noise. Extracted by special 
filters, the pattern is unique 
for each camera.

Compared to a conven-
tional digital camera, the 
image sensor of  a smart-

phone is much smaller.
“The reduction 

amplifies the pixels’ 
d imensional  non-
uniformity and gener-
ates a much stronger 
PRNU. As a result, 
it’s possible to match a 
photo to a smartphone 
camera using one pho-
to instead of  the 50 
normally required for 
digital forensics.

“ I  t h i n k  m o s t 
people assumed you 

would need 50 images to 
identify a smartphone cam-
era. But our research shows 
that’s not the case,” Ren 
added. To prevent forgeries, 
Ren designed a protocol -- it 
is part of the authentication 
process described below 
-- which detects and stops 
two types of attacks.

More savvy cybercrimi-
nals could potentially re-
move the PRNU from their 
device. But Ren’s protocol 
can spot this because the 
QR codes include an em-
bedded probe signal that 
will be weakened by the 
removal process.

The new technology is 
scheduled to be presented 
in February at the 2018 
Network and Distributed 
Systems Security Confer-
ence in California.

London, Dec. 17 (IANS): 
An analysis of the fossil re-
mains of the oldest-known 
plesiosaur, an unusual un-
derwater reptile that lived 
201 million years ago, has 
revealed that the species 
was a very effective swim-
mer.

Whereas sea turtles 
mainly use their strong fore-
limbs for propulsion, the 
plesiosaurs moved all four 
limbs together, resulting in 
powerful thrusts, research-
ers found. 

The 237-cm long skel-
eton of  plesiosaur, discov-
ered by a private collector 
Michael Mertens during 
quarrying in a clay pit in 
Germany in 2013, lived dur-
ing the youngest part of the 
Triassic period, according 
to the researchers.

“I could not believe that 
there was a plesiosaur from 
the Triassic, given that these 
animals had been studied 
by paleontologist for nearly 
300 years and never was 
there one older than Juras-
sic,” said Martin Sander, 
a paleontologist from the 
University of Bonn.

The  s tudy  showed 
that these long extinct ani-
mals propelled themselves 
through the world’s oceans 
by employing “underwater 
flight” - similar to sea turtles 

and penguins.
Instead of  laboriously 

pushing the water out of  
the way with their paddles, 
plesiosaurs were gliding 
elegantly along with limbs 
modified to underwater 
wings.

Their small head was 
placed on a long, stream-
lined neck. The stout body 
contained strong muscles 
keeping those wings in mo-
tion.

Compared to the other 
marine reptiles, the tail was 
short because it was only 
used for steering. 

“This evolutionary de-
sign was very successful, but 
curiously it did not evolve 
again after the extinction 
of the plesiosaurs,” Sander 
said.

For the study, detailed 
in the journal Science Ad-
vances, the team studied a 
bone sample. 

Based on the growth 
marks in the bones, the 
researchers recognised that 
the species were warm-
blooded and a fast growing 
youngster. 

“At the end of the Cre-
taceous, a meteorite impact 
together with volcanic erup-
tions led to an ecosystem 
collapse, of  which plesio-
saurs were prominent vic-
tims,” Sanders said.

Washington, Dec. 17 (IANS): Utilising Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) algorithms from 
Google that decoded massive sets of  data from NASA’s 
Kepler Space Telescope, scientists have discovered two 
exoplanets, including one that has the first known eight-
planet system like ours.

Machine learning is an approach to Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) in which computers “learn.” In this case, 
computers learned to identify planets by finding 
in the Kepler data instances where the telescope 
recorded signals from planets beyond our solar 
system, known as exoplanets. 

One of  the two newly-discovered planets 
is Kepler-90i -- a sizzling hot, rocky planet 
that orbits its star once every 14.4 days. This 
marks the discovery of  an eighth planet circling 
Kepler-90, a Sun-like star 2,545 light-years from Earth 
- making it the first known eight-planet system outside 
of  our own.

“Our solar system now is tied for most number of  
planets around a single star, with the recent discovery 
of  an eighth planet circling Kepler-90,” NASA said in a 
statement on Friday.

“It (Kepler-90i) is 30 per cent larger than Earth, and 
with a surface temperature of  approximately 800 degree 
F (426.6 degrees Celsius) -- not ideal for your next vaca-
tion. It also orbits its star every 14 days, meaning you 
would have a birthday there just about every two weeks,” 
the researchers said in a Google blog post.

The discovery came after Christopher Shallue and 
Andrew Vanderburg at Google AI trained a computer 

to learn how to identify exoplanets in the light readings 
recorded by Kepler -- the minuscule change in brightness 
captured when a planet passed in front of, or transited, 
a star.

Inspired by the way neurons connect in the human 
brain, this artificial “neural network” sifted through 
Kepler data and found weak transit signals from a previ-

ously-missed eighth planet orbiting Kepler-90, in 
the constellation Draco.

While 
machine learning has previously been 
used in searches of  the Kepler database, 
this research demonstrates that neural networks are a 
promising tool in finding some of  the weakest signals of  
distant worlds.

Shallue, a senior software engineer with Google AI 
research team, came up with the idea to apply a neural 
network to the Kepler data.

“In my spare time, I started googling for ‘finding 
exoplanets with large data sets’ and found out about the 
Kepler mission and the huge data set available,” said 
Shallue.

First, the researchers trained the neural network to 
identify transiting exoplanets using a set of  15,000 previ-

ously-vetted signals from the Kepler exoplanet catalogue.
In the test set, the neural network correctly identified 

true planets and false positives 96 per cent of  the time.
Then, with the neural network having “learned” to 

detect the pattern of  a transiting exoplanet, the research-
ers directed their model to search for weaker signals 
in 670 star systems that already had multiple known 

planets.
Their assumption was that multiple-planet systems 

would be the best places to look for more exo-
planets.

“We got lots of  false positives of  plan-
ets, but also potentially more real planets,” 
said Vanderburg. 

“It’s like sifting through rocks to find 
jewels. If  you have a finer sieve then you 

will catch more rocks but you might catch more 
jewels, as well.”

Kepler-90i wasn’t the only jewel this neural network 
sifted out. In the Kepler-80 system, they also found a 
sixth planet.

This one, the Earth-sized Kepler-80g, and four of  
its neighbouring planets form what is called a resonant 
chain where planets are locked by their mutual gravity 
in a rhythmic orbital dance.

The result is an extremely stable system, similar to the 
seven planets in the TRAPPIST-1 system.

The findings will be published in the forthcoming 
issue of  The Astronomical Journal. 

The researchers said they plan to apply their neural 
network to Kepler’s full set of  more than 150,000 stars.

small planets within its 
orbit (planets 90b and 90c) 
revolve around Kepler-90 
every seven and nine days, 
respectively.

The next three planets 
beyond Kepler-90i’s orbit 
(90d, 90e and 90f) fall into 
a sub-Neptune size class 
and orbit every 60, 92 and 
125 days, respectively. The 
last two planets, 90g and 
90h, are Jupiter-class gas 
giants, and take 211 and 
332 days, respectively, to 
make a round trip.

All of  the planets ex-
cept for 90i were previ-
ously known. That put 
the Kepler-90 system in a 
tie with the seven-planet 

Trappist-1 system for the 
honour of  most populous 
known exoplanet solar 
system.

In some ways, the Ke-
pler-90 system seems to 
echo our own, with small 
rocky planets (Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars) clos-
er in to the sun and larger, 
more gas-rich ones (Jupi-
ter and Saturn, Neptune 
and Uranus) lying farther 
out.

Scientists think there 
is a reason the larger plan-
ets orbit farther from their 
sun: It’s the cool place 
to be.

“In our own solar sys-
tem, this pattern is often 

seen as evidence that the 
outer planets formed in 
a cooler part of  the solar 
system, where ice can 
stay solid and clumped 
together to make bigger 
and bigger planets,” said 
Andrew Vanderburg, an 
astronomer at the Uni-
versity of  Texas at Austin 
and one of  the authors of  
the forthcoming study.

The same phenome-
non could be at work here, 
scientists said. But the 
exoplanet system differs 
from ours in at least one 
major way: All eight plan-
ets’ orbits would lie well 
within that of  the Earth, 
which takes 365 days to 

circle our own sun.
The researchers said 

they aren’t sure why the 
Kepler-90 system has such 
a crowded field. It could 
mean that at least some of  
the planets formed farther 
out and were eventually 
drawn inward.

Regardless, it means 
that Kepler 90i, third rock 
though it may be, is too 
hot to be habitable.

“Kepler-90i is not a 
place I’d like to go visit,” 
Vanderburg said, adding 
that the planet probably 
has an average tempera-
ture of  about 800 degrees 
Fahrenheit (426 degrees 
Celsius).

N e w  Yo r k ,  D e c.  1 7 
(IANS): Microscopes en-
hanced with artificial in-
telligence (AI) could help 
in the quick and accurate 
diagnosis of  the deadly 
blood infections, which 
may improve patients’ 
odds of  survival, accord-
ing to a study.

The bacteria that most 
often cause bloodstream 
infections include the rod-
shaped bacteria includ-
ing Escherichia coli or 
E.coli, the round clusters 
of  Staphylococcus species, 
and the pairs or chains of  

Streptococcus species.
Rapid identification 

and delivery of  antibiotic 
medications is the key to 
treating bloodstream infec-
tions, which can kill up to 
40 per cent of  patients who 
develop them. 

In the study, led by 
scientists Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Centre 
(BIDMC) in Boston, used 
an automated microscope 
designed to collect high-
resolution image data from 
microscopic slides. 

A convolutional neural 
network (CNN) -- a class 

of  artificial intelligence 
modelled on the mam-
malian visual cortex and 
used to analyse visual data 
-- was trained to categorise 
bacteria based on their 
shape and distribution. 

To train the AI sys-
tem, the scientists fed 
the neural network more 
than 100,000 images from 
blood samples. 

The machine intelli-
gence learned how to sort 
the images into the three 
categories of  bacteria -- 
rod-shaped, round clus-
ters, and round chains or 

pairs -- ultimately achiev-
ing nearly 95 per cent ac-
curacy, the researchers 
said.

“This marks the first 
demonstration of  machine 
learning in the diagnostic 
area,” said James Kirby, 
Director at the Clinical 
Microbiology Laboratory 
at BIDMC. 

“With further devel-
opment, we believe this 
technology could form the 
basis of  a future diagnostic 
platform that augments 
the capabilities of  clinical 
laboratories, ultimately 

speeding the delivery of  
patient care,” Kirby added, 
in the paper published in 
the Journal of  Clinical 
Microbiology. 

Automated classifica-
tion can also ameliorate 
the shortage of  human 
technologists by helping 
them work more efficient-
ly, “conceivably reduc-
ing technologist read time 
from minutes to seconds”, 
Kirby suggested.

In addition, the new 
tool could also have ap-
plications in microbiology 
training and research.

London, Dec. 17 (IANS): 
While exploring volca-
nic rocks on Scotland’s 
Isle of  Skye, geologists 
have found something 
out-of-this-world instead 
- materials from a previ-
ously unknown, 60 mil-
lion-year-old meteorite 
impact.

The discover y was 
made while exploring a 
metre-thick layer at the 
base of  a lava flow. 

“We thought it was 
an ignimbrite (a volcanic 
flow deposit),” said lead 
author Simon Drake, As-
sociate Lecturer at Birk-

beck University of  Lon-
don. But when the team 
analysed the rock using 
an electron microprobe, 
they discovered that it 
contained rare minerals 
straight from outer space: 
vanadium-rich and niobi-
um-rich osbornite.

These mineral forms 
have never been reported 
on Earth. They have, how-
ever, been collected by 
NASA’s Stardust Comet 
Sample Return Mission as 
space dust from the Wild 
2 comet. 

What  i s  more,  the 
osbornite is unmelted, 

suggesting that i t  was 
an original piece of  the 
meteorite, said the study 
published in the journal 
Geology.

The team also identi-
fied reidite, an extremely 
high pressure form of  zir-
con which is only ever 
associated in nature with 
impacts, along with native 
iron and other exotic min-
eralogy linked to impacts 
such as barringerite.

A second site, seven 
kilometres away, proved 
to be a two-metre-thick 
ejecta layer with the same 
strange mineralogy.



Team AON from Nagaland participated in the recently-concluded 4x4 fury at the Orange Festival 
of Dambuk in Arunachal Pradesh. Yanren Jamio and Satish kumar drove car-11; Angulie Vüprü and 
Neiketou Meyase drove car-12. The event was held from Dec. 15 till the 17th with off-roaders from 
across India. Team Gerrari Offroaders with Kabir Wairach, Yuvraj Singh, Gurmeet Virginia and Dushyant 
Khosla emerged champions. The Association of Offroaders of Nagaland with Yanren Jamio, Satish kumar, 
Angulie Vüprü, and Neiki Meyase secured the 1st runner-up prize. Team MOCA from Arunachal with 
Tseng Tsing Mein, Jennidar Mantaw, Miranjit Choudhury, and Purbajyoti Choudhary were declared the 
2nd runner up.

Coaches and others with the participants of free football grassroots coaching camp which concluded on Dec. 16 at the Government Higher Secondary School ground, Jalukie town 
in Peren district. It was organised by Nagaland Football Coaches Association (NFCA) in collaboration with the 36th Assam Rifles and Barak Football Club.
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4x4 fury

Free football grassroots coaching concludes

Administrators of Straightway Christian Mission Centre and tribal leaders unveil the soccer championship 
trophy at the International Trade Centre at Pangsha at the Indo- Myanmar border.

EM Images

Japan's Akane Yamaguchi, right, and India's Pusarla V. Sindhu pose with their trophies after 
Yamaguchi won in the final match of the Dubai Badminton World Superseries Finals in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Indian cricket team poses with the trophy after winning the 3rd and final ODI match against Sri Lanka  in Vizag on Sunday. India won the 
series(2-1).

PTI

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo holds the trophy after winning the Club World Cup final soccer match 
between Real Madrid and Gremio at the Zayed Sports City stadium in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
on Saturday.

AP/PTI

India clinch ODI series against Sri Lanka

Real Madrid beat Gremio to capture 3rd Club World Cup title

England staring at defeat after Day 4 of 3rd Ashes Test

Straightway Soccer Championship underway

Chozuba range wrestling meet 2018

ANKA convenes meeting on Dec. 20

Sindhu loses in summit clash 
of Dubai Super Series Final

Visakhapatnam, Dec. 17 
(IANS): India eased to an 
eight-wicket win against 
Sri Lanka in the decisive 
third and final One-Day 
International (ODI) to 
clinch the series 2-1 here 
on Sunday.

The Indians dominated 
with both bat and ball, 
restricting Sri Lanka to 
215 runs before Shikhar 
Dhawan's unbeaten cen-
tury helped them canter to 
a big win with 17.5 overs 
to spare.

India have now won 
every series at home since 
the defeat to South Africa 
in October, 2015. The Sri 
Lankans will continue the 
search for their first bilat-
eral series win in India.

D h awa n ,  w h o  r e -
mained unbeaten on 100, 

produced a partnership of  
135 runs with Shreyas Iyer 
after the early departure 
of  Indian captain Rohit 
Sharma.

Dhawan, who racked 
up 13 boundaries and two 
sixes over the course of  his 
85-ball stint in the middle, 
registered the sixth century 
of  his ODI career.

Iyer scored 65 runs off  
63 balls to bring up the 
second half-century of  his 
fledging three-match-old 
ODI career.

He  smashed  e igh t 
boundaries and a six before 
a poor shot saw him offer 
an easy catch to Suran-
ga Lakmal at mid-on off  
Thisara Perera's bowling.

At that point, India 
were cruising along com-
fortably with the score-

board reading 149/2 in the 
23rd over. Dinesh Karthik 
(26 not out) then joined 
Dhawan in the middle and 
the duo saw India through 
to a resounding victory.

Pacer Thisara Perera 
and off-spinner Akila Da-
nanjaya were the only Sri 
Lankan bowlers among 
the wickets with figures of  
1/25 and 1/53 respectively.

Earlier, India rode on 
a strong bowling perfor-
mance to restrict Sri Lanka 
to 215 runs.

Spinners Kuldeep Ya-
dav and Yuzvendra Chahal 
did most of  the damage by 
taking three wickets each. 
Yadav returned figures of  
3/42 off  his 10 overs while 
Chahal conceded 46 runs 
for his three wickets.

Hardik Pandya notched 

up figures of  2/49 while 
fellow pacers Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and Jasprit Bumrah 
picked up a wicket each.

Upul Tharanga was 
the highest scorer for the 
visitors with 95 runs off  
82 balls. The left-hander's 
36th ODI half-century was 
studded with 12 boundar-
ies and three hits into the 
stands. Sadeera Samara-
wickrama gave him excel-
lent support from the other 
end, scoring 42 runs off  
57 deliveries, hitting five 
boundaries along the way.

Asked to bat first by the 
hosts, most of  the Sri Lank-
an batsmen virtually gifted 
away their wickets with 
some poor stroke making 
as their hopes of  recording 
a first bilateral series win in 
India took a big hit.

Abu Dhabi,  Dec.  17 
(IANS): Cristiano Ronaldo 
proved decisive once again 
in a major final, scoring 
with a second-half  free-
kick to lead Real Madrid to 
a 1-0 victory over Brazil's 
Gremio in the Club World 
Cup final.

Real Madrid's third 
Club World Cup win on 
Saturday night capped 
what was arguably the 
greatest year in the history 
of  the club, who won five 
titles in a calendar year 
for the first time in their 
history, reports Efe news 
agency.

Gremio, the reigning 
Copa Libertadores champi-
ons, set the tone early with 
a hard-nosed defensive ap-
proach aimed at thwarting 
the Spanish club's attack, 
with Pedro Geromel run-
ning into Ronaldo's cleats 
from behind and sending 
the Portuguese superstar 
to the turf  in the second 
minute.

The defender avoided 
picking up a yellow card 
even though he didn't come 
close to touching the ball.

The superior talent of  
the UEFA Champions 
League holders, however, 
was evident almost im-
mediately in the first half, 
as they dominated the ball 
and created all the scoring 

Dubai, Dec. 17 (PTI): Olympic silver 
medallist P V Sindhu suffered another 
heart-wrenching defeat against World No. 
2 Akane Yamaguchi of  Japan to finish 
runner-up at the Dubai Super Series Final 
here today.

In the prestigious season-ending tourna-
ment finale, Sindhu played her hearts out 
before going down fighting 21-15 12-21 
19-21 to Yamaguchi in an energy-sapping 
summit clash that lasted an hour and 31 
minutes.

It was Sindhu's third loss in a major 
final, following her narrow defeats at the 
Rio Olympics and Glasgow World Cham-
pionship.

Coming into the match with a 5-2 head-
to-head record, Sindhu, who had defeated 
Yamaguchi on Friday in the last group 
match, failed to outlast the diminutive 
Japanese, who showed better precision and 
athleticism to clinch the title.

The 22-year-old Indian, who is playing 
her fourth Super Series final of  the year, 
thus could not surpass Saina Nehwal, who 
had reached the final in 2011 and mixed 
doubles pair of  Jwala Gutta and V Diju, 
who also ended runners-up in 2009.

Sindhu had won two super series titles 
at India Open and Korea Open, besides 
reaching the finals at Hong Kong Open and 
World Championship this year.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 17 
EMN: The Straightway 
Soccer Championship 
Trophy k icked of f  a t 
the International Trade 
Centre at Pangsha at the 
Indo- Myanmar border 
with Ngon, president of  
the Khiamniungan Tribal 
Council as the chief  guest 
for the event.

In his speech, Ngon en-
couraged the players and 
the spectators to maintain 
peace at the Indo-Myan-
mar border. He said there 
were many Khiamniungan 
villages in Myanmar that 

need to keep peace with 
their Indian counterpart. 
He conveyed gratitude to 
a group called Straight-
way Centre for opening 
the Straightway Mission 
School at ITC DAN for his 
people and for organising 
the event to lift the people 
of  the Indo-Myanmar re-
gion. He encouraged the 
people of  the area to make 
every effort to foster peace-
ful relations through the 
event.

"When peace-loving 
people  could sponsor 
themselves and come all 
the way from Mokokc-

hung for their people, it is 
high time for their people 
to work hard to progress 
and go forward," he add-
ed.

Straightway Soccer 
Championship is an an-
nual event organised and 
sponsored by Straightway 
Christian Mission Centre 
in Mokokchung which 
is held under the theme 
“Unity in Strength”. 

The main objective of  
the soccer tournament was 
to foster peaceful relations 
between the various com-
munities along the Indo-
Myanmar border.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): 
The Chozuba Range Wres-
tling Association (CRWA) 
will hold its 27th wrestling 
meet for 2018 from Jan. 
18 till the 19th at Chozu-
ba town with MLA Dr. 
Chotisuh Sazo as the chief  

guest and Puyoi Nyekha, 
president of  the Chozuba 
Range Public Organisation 
(CRPO) as the guest of  
honour for the event. This 
was informed in a press 
note.

The champion will re-

ceive a cash prize of  INR 
80,000 while the 2nd and 
3rd place winners will 
get INR 50,000 and INR 
30,000 in that order.

The 4th place win-
ner will be awarded INR 
20,000, the note added.

Dimapur, Dec. 17 (EMN): The All Na-
galand Kung-Fu Association (ANKA) has 
informed all its office bearer and members 
that an emergency meeting has been con-

vened to be held on Dec. 20 at 2 pm at the 
Tourist Lodge in Dimapur. 

Office bearers and members are re-
quested to attend the meeting.

The visitors suffered an 
early blow when opener 
Danushka Gunathilaka 
was caught at mid-on by 
Rohit Sharma in the fourth 
over while trying to go af-
ter Jasprit Bumrah.

However, the visitors 
staged a strong comeback 
with Upul Tharanga and 
Sadeera Samarawickrama 
adding 121 runs between 
them.

The two of  them bat-
ted comfortably to set Sri 
Lanka up for a big total. 
Tharanga took a particular 
liking to Hardik Pandya, 
smashing the pacer for five 
consecutive boundaries in 
the ninth over.

But just when it seemed 
that the duo might help the 
visitors run away with the 
game, Yuzvendra Chahal 
removed Samarawickrama 
to give India a much need-
ed breakthrough.

Tharanga was also 
dismissed shortly after-
wards when Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni showcased 
a glimpse of  his still light-
ning quick ref lexes to 
stump the left-hander off  
Kuldeep Yadav's bowling.

That virtually signalled 
an end to Sri Lanka's will 
to fight as they lost wickets 
at regular intervals with 
the rest of  their batsmen 
guilty of  some atrocious 
shot selection.
Brief scores:
Sri Lanka: 215 in 44.5 
overs (Upul Tharanga 95, 
Kuldeep Yadav 3/42, Yuz-
vendra Chahal 3/46) vs 
India: 219/2 in 32.1 overs 
(Shikhar Dhawan 100 not 
out, Shreyas Iyer 65).

opportunities.
A volley by Real Ma-

drid striker Karim Benzema 
was cleared away by a de-
fender in the 36th minute, 
while Ronaldo's long-range 
free kick travelled just over 
the crossbar three minutes 
later. With Gremio's players 
looking worn down in the 
second half, Real Madrid 
seemed likely to open the 
scoring if  they could start 
getting their shots on target.

They were unable to do 
so in the first few minutes 

after the intermission and 
then dodged a bullet when 
Gremio midfielder Ramiro 
was brought down in the 
area by Real Madrid de-
fender Sergio Ramos, who 
managed to get away with 
the contact without the 
whistle being blown.

After Gremio were de-
nied a penalty at one end of  
the field, the referee award-
ed a free kick to Ronaldo at 
the other end.

The five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner's shot toward 

the wall in the 53rd minute 
ricocheted off  a defender 
and entered the left side of  
the goal, with goalkeeper 
Marcelo Grohe left help-
less. The goal changed the 
whole complexion of  the 
match, since Gremio were 
forced to press forward and 
Real Madrid suddenly was 
presented with chances on 
the counter-attack.

Just five minutes later, 
an apparent second Ron-
aldo goal was disallowed 
when Benzema was called 

Perth, Dec. 17 (IANS): England 
were struggling at 132/4 in their 
second innings at the end of a rain-
interrupted fourth day in the third 
Ashes Test at the WACA Stadium 
here on Sunday, on the verge of  
defeat as they trail the hosts by 127 
runs.

England's centurions from the 
first innings, Dawid Malan and 
Jonny Bairstow, were at the crease 
at stumps and face the herculean 
task of avoiding a third successive 
loss in as many matches during 
their current tour Down Under, 
reports Efe news agency.

The fourth day's play resumed 
with Australia on 549/4. An in-
spired Jimmy Anderson trapped 
Mitchell Marsh leg before in the 
first over of the day and then Aus-
tralian captain Steve Smith a few 
overs later. Then with the run out of  
Mitchell Starc, the Australians lost 
three wickets in a span of five overs.

At lunch, Australia were at 
643/7, and they declared their in-
nings early in the second session at 
662/9, having accumulated a mas-
sive lead of 259 runs.

In the second innings, the Aus-
tralian pace battery got the ball to 

land in the ever-widening cracks, 
as Josh Hazlewood sent England 
openers Mark Stoneman and 
Alastair Cook back to the pavilion 
in his first spell.

Off-spinner Nathan Lyon re-
moved English captain Joe Root in 
his first over, before it started rain-
ing, prompting the umpires to call 
for an early tea break with the score 
reading 71/3.

In the day's last session, a com-
posed James Vince, who played 
some fluent off  drives to reach 
his second fifty in the series, was 
removed on 55 by a menacing 

delivery from Starc that broke his 
off  stump, making England's hopes 
appear as gloomy as the weather 
around the stadium.

Malan and Bairstow managed 
to fend off  the Australians until it 
began to pour once again, and play 
was called off  for the day with the 
score reading 132/4.

England's best hopes on keep-
ing the series alive rest on the rain 
gods washing off  most of  the last 
day's play, unless their batsmen can 
conjure up some magic and take the 
fight back to the Aussies, who lead 
the five-match Ashes test series 2-0.

for offside, while Grohe 
warded off  another chance 
by Real Madrid when he 
tipped a low-travelling shot 
by Luka Modric off  the 
post in the 65th minute.

Gremio, meanwhile, 
were never convincing in 
attack, as the game wound 
down to an anti-climactic 
end.

Not only did Real 
Madrid add another title 
in 2017 to go along with 
their La Liga, Champions 
League, UEFA Super Cup 
and Spanish Super Cup 
crowns, but Ronaldo also 
tied Brazilian legend Pele 
with seven goals in inter-
continental cup competi-
tions.

He is now alone in first 
place in terms of  goals 
scored in the Club World 
Cup (a successor competi-
tion to the one-game In-
tercontinental Cup) after 
putting two goals in the 
back of the net at this year's 
tournament.

"I'm very pleased to 
win this trophy that we all 
wanted. Real Madrid had 
never won five titles in a 
year, and we're very happy. 
The records come natural-
ly. I'm very pleased to have 
broken another record as 
top goal scorer at the Club 
World Cup," Ronaldo said 
afterwards.


