
Governor PB Acharya and Chief Minister TR Zeliang along with the six newly-inducted ministers at the Durbar Hall of the Raj Bhavan on Dec. 16.
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People fall  
forward to success. 

~ Mary Kay Ash
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 10°
Agartala 27° 14°
Gangtok 21° 06°
Guwahati 26° 14°
Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 24° 11°
Shillong 20° 05°
Delhi 21° 09°
Kolkata 25° 12°
Chennai 32° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.5° 9.1°
DIMAPUR 24° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 75%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Rahul Gandhi

People wearing Santa Claus costumes participate in the 2017 Santa Run at Glyfada suburb, south of Athens, Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017. 
Several hundreds of people run in the event around the streets of Glyfada suburb.

Another face-lift to Zeliang’s ministry Kohima hunger strike called off

Centre has 15 new rail 
projects for Northeast – Modi

Rahul takes over as Congress chief; attacks Modi's 'medieval' politics

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Mark Wahlberg named  
most overpaid actor | P10

2 dead as multiple earth-
quakes jolt Indonesia | P9

Knee injury forces Sania to 
miss Australian Open  |  P11

Says politics is devoid of kindness and truth today; one man alone functions as voice of reason 

Topsy-turvy distribution of power continues in the run-up to 2018 elections

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Barely three months before the 
next general elections in Naga-
land– scheduled for February / 
March 2018—Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang has on Saturday in-
ducted six new members into his 
cabinet.

The oath of  office and secre-
cy was administered by Gover-
nor PB Acharya during a simple 
ceremony at the Durbar Hall of  
the Raj Bhavan in Kohima. In 
the ceremony were Zeliang and 
some senior ministers including 
Imkong L Imchen and G Kaito 
Aye among others.

Out of  the six newly-induct-
ed ministers, five were from 
the NPF including SI Jamir, P 
Longon, Küzholüzo Nienu, CL 
John and Vikheho Swu; from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
was P Paiwang Konyak, who 
also found a cabinet berth.

The reshuffle came after 
Zeliang sacked six cabinet min-
isters citing reasons to provide 
‘stability’ to the government. 

According to reliable sourc-
es, the sacking was to pave way 
for induction of  Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu's loyalists in the cabi-
net, following the signing of  a 
‘memorandum of  reconcilia-

tion’ on Dec. 8.
The ministers sacked on 

Dec. 15 were Y Patton (Home), 
Tokheho Yepthomi (School 
Education and Parliamentary 
Affairs), Neikiesalie Nicky Kire 
(Roads and Bridges), Neiba 
Kronu (Environment, Climate 
Change and Forest), and EE 
Pangteang (Rural Develop-
ment) and BJP minister Mm-
honlumo Kikon (Geology and 
Mining).

Following the ‘memoran-
dum of  reconciliation,’ the 
NPF President Liezietsu re-
voked the expulsion of  20 NPF 
legislators and suspension of  13 

other party leaders including 
Member of  Parliament for Lok 
Sabha Neiphiu Rio on Dec. 15. 
It may be recalled that the NPF 
party had expelled Zeliang and 
others for six years soon after 
Zeliang took over as the chief  
minister for the second time on 
July 19. 

It was just five months ago 
on July 22 when Zeliang in-
ducted a new team of  cabinet 
after the fall of  Liezietsu’s min-
istry. The ministers whose posts 
are still intact with CM Zeliang 
are G Kaito Aye, Imkong L Im-
chen, Kipili Sangtam, Imtilemba 
Sangtam and Kejong Chang.

Run Santa Run

new and young leadership 
our party will be reinvigor-
ated and bring about the 
changes we need."

Talking about Rahul 
Gandhi and challenges 
he faces after his eleva-
tion, Sonia Gandhi said it 
would not be suitable for 
her to praise him because 
he is her son.

"But this much I will 
say -- while from his very 
childhood he has borne 
the very experience of  vio-
lence, the savage personal 
attacks he has confronted 
since entering politics 
have served to make him 
a brave and strong-heart-
ed man.

"I am proud of  his en-
durance and firmness. And 
I am confident he will lead 
the party with a pure heart, 
patience and devotion."

Manmohan Singh said 
Rahul Gandhi was assum-
ing the new responsibility 
amid "disturbing trends".

"As a distinguished 
academic pointed out a 
few days ago that there are 
dangers that the politics 
of  fear will take over the 
politics of  hope. Rahulji, 
we depend upon you to 
ensure that the politics of  
fear does not prevail over 
the politics of  hope which 
this country needs.

"He brings to this 
Office of  the Congress 
President a new sense of  
dedication, a new sense of  
commitment, a new sense 
of  looking after the leader-
ship role with courage and 
humility."

Outside the 24, Akbar 

Road, Congress Head-
quarters, a group of  col-
ourfully dressed artistes 
played drums and danced 
to Punjabi bhangra tunes 
with party supporters, in-
cluding men and women, 
also shaking a leg or two 
and waving Rahul Gan-
dhi's pictures and Con-
gress flags.

There were other 
groups of  artists from Hy-
derabad and Rajasthan 
performing folk dances of  
their regions.
Rahul Gandhi receives 
bouquets and brickbats 
on elevation

Rahul Gandhi's el-
evation received both bou-
quets and brickbats from 
political quarters with 
some leaders welcoming 
the new Congress Presi-
dent while others attacked 
him for being the symbol 
of  dynasty politics.

Veteran actor-filmmak-
er Kamal Haasan congrat-
ulated Rahul Gandhi and 
said he was sure Gandhi 
would work and deserve 
the admiration, like his 
elders.

"Congratulations Mr. 
Rahul.G. Your seat does 
not define you but you 
can define your position. I 
have admired your elders. 
I am sure you would work 
and deserve my admira-
tion too. All the strength to 
your shoulders," Haasan 
wrote. 

Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal in a con-
gratulatory tweet said: 
"Congratulations Rahulji 
for this big responsibility 

and our best wishes for all 
your endeavours."

DMK Working Presi-
dent M.K. Stalin also con-
gratulated on behalf  of  his 
party. "(I) Am confident 
that he will fulfill the as-
pirations and hopes of  the 
people and restore the glo-
ry of  secularism, socialism 
and federalism," he said in 
a tweet.

However, Janata Dal-
United (JD-U), an ally of  
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Bihar, described 
the new Congress Presi-
dent as "Vanshvad kaa 
naya avatar" (new incarna-
tion of  dynastic politics) 
and said there is hardly 
anything new about it.

"Rahul Gandhi is new 
incarnation of  dynasty 
politics. What is new in 
it? Rahul Gandhi is just a 
symbol of  dynasty politics 
as he succeeded none oth-
er than his mother Sonia 
Gandhi," JD-U spokesper-
son Neeraj Kumar said.

The BJP, however, re-
mained mum on Rahul 
Gandhi's elevation but 
had a graphic representa-
tion of  a survey on its offi-
cial Twitter handle which 
compared the popularity 
of  Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Rahul Gan-
dhi, and described Modi 
as the "undisputed leader 
of  India". 

Modi had earlier de-
scribed Rahul Gandhi's el-
evation as dynastic politics 
and a redux of  "Aurangzeb 
raj". But he had also con-
gratulated him after he 
was elected on Monday.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Agitating ‘civil service as-
pirants’ have called off  their 
‘hunger-strike’ on Sat. fol-
lowing a reported assurance 
from Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang to ‘consider’ revocation 
of  “26th October OM” dur-
ing the next cabinet meeting 
scheduled to be held before 
Christmas.

This was informed 
through a press release from 
the Public Coordination 
Committee (PCC) spear-
heading the protest. 

“In the meeting held on 
16-12-17, the chief  minister 
and his colleagues agreed 

to direct NPSC (Nagaland 
Public Service Commission) 
to declare answer keys in all 
stages of  examinations (both 
civil service and technical ex-
ams), as per the demand put 
up by the PCC.

“The PCC, comprising 
of  (sic) ACAUT, PSAN, 
CTAN and various other or-
ganisations, maintains that its 
hunger strike has only been 
suspended on the CM's as-
surance. If  the 26th October 
OM, which scrapped grade 
III posts from the purview 
of NPSC thereby threatening 
the dreams and aspirations of  
thousands of  young and edu-

cated unemployed youths of  
Nagaland, is not revoked by 
the government of  Nagaland, 
the PCC will resume its hun-
ger strike with full intensity. 
Further, PCC sternly reminds 
all the departments to keep 
their respective departmental 
exams in abeyance until the 
issues are resolved,” it stated.

The PCC also expressed 
gratitude to the “youth or-
ganisation and residents of  
Phezoucha for graciously 
providing blankets, chairs, 
firewood, etc.,” and to all 
those who had who extended 
‘material, moral and prayer 
support towards the cause’.

Aizwal, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Saturday the 
Centre is committed to put all 
the state capitals of  the north-
east on the rail map and is 
executing 15 new projects in 
the region.

"We are committed to 
bring all the state capitals of  
the northeast region on the 
rail map. The government 
of  India is executing 15 new 
rail line projects of  1,385 km 
length, at a cost of  over Rs 
47,000 crore," Modi said dur-
ing his visit to Mizoram.

"It is said that the lack 
of  connectivity is one of  the 
biggest hurdles in the path of  
development of  the North-
eastern region," Modi noted, 
adding: "My government 
wants to do 'transformation 
by transportation' through in-
vestment in infrastructure..."

He said the Centre has 
been proactively following 
the 'Act East Policy'. "As a 
gate-way to South East Asia, 
Mizoram stands to gain im-
mensely from this. It can 
emerge as a key transit point 
for trade with Myanmar and 
Bangladesh," said the Prime 
Minister.

The vision of  New India 
can be realised only if  fruits 
of  development reach all, he 
said.

The Centre plans to fo-
cus on around 115 districts 
which are relatively backward 
when evaluated on various 

indicators. This will benefit 
backward districts of  North-
eastern states, including Mi-
zoram, said Modi.

"In the spirit of  "Sabka 
Saath Sabka Vikas" every 
Indian, irrespective of  caste, 
gender, religion, class must 
have equal opportunities to 
partake in the new prosper-
ity," he added.

Modi was in Mizoram to 
inaugurate the 60 MW Tuirial 
Hydro Electric Power Project 
(HEPP). He dedicated the 
project to the people saying it 
will boost the socio-economic 
development of  the state.

Tuirial Hydropower 
Project is the first major cen-
tral government project to be 
successfully commissioned 
in Mizoram, Modi said, also 
adding that besides electricity 
the reservoir water will also 
open new avenues for naviga-
tion.

"This will provide connec-
tivity to remote villages. The 
huge reservoir, spread over 
an area of  45 square km, can 
also be used for development 
of  fisheries," Modi said.

The Prime Minister said 
the project would boost eco-
tourism and provide a source 
of  assured drinking water 
supply.

He said the project was 
first cleared by the union 
government of  former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, way back in 1998 but got 
delayed.

"The completion of  this 
project is a reflection of  our 
commitment to complete 
ongoing projects and usher 
in a new era of  development 
in the Northeastern region," 
Modi said.

The Prime Minister also 
said that during the tenure 
of  Vajpayee, significant work 
was done for the development 
of  the Northeast. 

"We have taken forward 
this vision and are devoting 
resources for the progress of  
the Northeast. My ministe-
rial colleagues are frequently 
visiting the Northeast," Modi 
said.

"There have been over 
150 ministerial visits. Our 
initiative - the Ministry of  
DoNER at your doorstep has 
added impetus to the develop-
ment of  the Northeast. It has 
enabled us to understand the 
aspirations of  the Northeast 
even better," he added.

Modi also said that he 
was delighted to be in Mizo-
ram and this was his first visit 
as Prime Minister as he had 
visited the state before also.

"I admire the beauty and 
friendly nature of  the people," 
he said.

"The high literacy rate, 
scenic beauty and availabil-
ity of  large English-speaking 
population in Mizoram make 
for a perfect blend to develop 
the state as a model tourist 
destination," said the Prime 
Minister.

NBSE lists 2018 
exam schedule 
Dimapur, Dec. 16 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Board of  School Edu-
cation (NBSE) has an-
nounced the respective 
routine for the class X, 
XI, and XII board ex-
aminations.

The NBSE issued 
a notification on Sat. 
listing out the sched-
ule (refer page 5 for 
details). The examina-
tions for class XI and 
XII starts on Mar. 5, 
2018. For class X, the 
examination starts on 
Mar. 6 next.

New Delhi, Dec. 16 
(IANS): In a generational 
shift that ended the Sonia 
Gandhi era in the Con-
gress, her son Rahul Gan-
dhi on Saturday took over 
as the new party President 
and launched a sharp at-
tack on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi accusing 
him of  taking the country 
"backwards to a medieval 
past" where people are 
butchered because of  what 
they eat and believe in.

The handing over of  the 
mantle of  the leadership 
of  the 132-year-old party 
took place at a ceremony 
on the lawns of  the Con-
gress Headquarters where 
Central Election Author-
ity President Mullapally 
Ramachandran presented 
the Certificate of  Elec- Congress, we are the bas-

tion of  the people. It is in 
this service that my ideal-
ism, your idealism and our 
hope for politics always 
rests."

The Gandhi scion's 
formal takeover comes 
two days before the count-
ing of  votes for Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh 
elections, the outcome of  
which could be a trendset-
ter for the 2019 Lok Sabha 
election. His main chal-
lenge remains the revamp-
ing of  party organisation, 
apart from electoral battles 
in the run-up to the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls.

Sonia Gandhi, 71, who 
helmed the party for 19 
years, in her last address 
as the party President, 
said the Congress has been 
playing the role of  opposi-

tion since 2014 and never 
before has it faced the chal-
lenge that it faces today.

"The fundamentals of  
our Constitution are under 
attack, our party has lost 
several state elections. But 
an exemplary energy fires 
our Congress workers. We 
are not the ones to bend in 
fear, because our struggle is 
a fight for the very soul of  
this nation. We will never 
retreat from this fight."

Referring to the time 
she took over as Congress 
President in 1998, she said 
the party had only three 
governments and was far 
from a government at the 
Centre.

"Meeting this challenge 
was not a marvel achieved 
by any one individual... 
India is a young country. 
I am confident that with a 

tion to Rahul Gandhi in a 
ceremony watched by So-
nia Gandhi, Manmohan 
Singh, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra and other top lead-
ers of  the party.

In his first speech as 
the Congress president, 
Rahul Gandhi launched 
an all-out attack against 
Modi and the BJP.

"The Congress took 
India into the 21st Cen-
tury while Prime Minister 
(Modi) is taking us back-
wards to a medieval past 
where people are butch-
ered because of  who they 
are, beaten for what they 
believe and killed for what 
they eat.

"This ugly violence 
shames us in the world. 
Our country, whose phi-
losophy and history is born 
out of  love and compas-
sion, is tarnished by such 
horror and no amount of  
hugs can repair the dam-
age done to this great 
country of  ours."

He said the country 
was now being compelled 
to imagine that businesses 
can be built without har-
mony and "that only one 
man, one man himself  - is 
the voice of  reason, that 
expertise, experience and 
knowledge can be cast 
aside for personal glory, 
that it is acceptable for our 
foreign policy to lie in tat-
ters so that one man can 
feel strong, and that eve-
rything in fact is subservi-
ent to the leader's personal 
image".

He said many of  the 
countrymen were "disil-

lusioned by the politics of  
our time" as "today, poli-
tics is devoid of  kindness 
and truth".

"Today, the BJP is try-
ing to spread fire and vio-
lence in the entire country 
and only one power can 
stop this. That is the Con-
gress worker and leader. 
They break and we bind. 
They set fire and we douse 
it. They create anger and 
we create love. This is the 
difference between them 
and us. And Iwant to as-
sure you that Congress 
workers and leaders, that 
you all are my family, 
whether you are a youth 
or an elder, wherever you 
come from, you all are 
mine, and I will give you 
all my love."

In an apparent refer-
ence to Modi's "Congress-
free India", Rahul Gandhi 
said the Congress consid-
ers the BJP its brothers 
and sisters even though it 
doesn't agree with them.

"They want an India 
free of  Congress, they 
want to erase us but the 
Congress' inclusion and 
respect for all Indians ex-
tends even to the BJP. We 
do not fight hate with hate. 
The Congress has met and 
will always meet our chal-
lenges and struggles with 
love and affection. They 
crush voice, we allow the 
most vulnerable to sing. 
They defame, we respect 
and defend.

"They might control 
the structures of  power, 
the machinery of  silence 
and fear but, we in the 



NDPP Shamator-Chessore gets office

NPCC congratulates Gandhi

DIMUL holds annual meetStreet play on ethical and informed voting

IMFL worth 54 lac. seized

Interactive meet for improvement of mithun-rearing in Manipur

NStCB celebrates advent Christmas

Kohima DPDB day out to Dzulakie
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Rev. Zhowhuyi Nyekha and others releasing the book at CRC Chesezu Nawe. 

NDPP Shamator-Chessore party workers pose for the lens after the  office inauguration on Saturday.

NStCB staff during the advent Christmas celbration at head office.

The apprehended workers with the seized items.

Delegates from dept. of V&AH, Manipur with ICAR on Mithun officials during the interaction at Medziphema.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 16.4 9.8 11.6 83 NIL

ZBT 14.3 6.7 12.2 91 NIL

MON 19 11 10.9 83 NIL

TUENSANG 19 14.2 10.6 70 NIL

MKG 18.2 13.4 11.8 70 NIL

PHEK 11.8 8.6 9.5 90 NIL

KIPHIRE 19.4 9.8 10.7 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 24.6 12.8 15.2 66 NIL

JALUKIE 18.4 10 18.5 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 22 15.8 17 91 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Training for nodal and sector officers 
In view of the forthcoming state assembly election, 
2018, a leadership and motivational training for 
all the nodal officers of different election cells and 
sector officers will be held from Dec. 18 to 20th at 
Administrative Training Institute, Kohima. In this 
connection, Deputy Commissioner and District Election 
Officer Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan has informed all 
concerned officers to report to the ATI at 9:30 a.m. on 
Dec. 18 for registration and attend the training without 
fail.

AAP to hold volunteers’ meet, 
press conference
The Adam Aadmi Party Nagaland Unit will be organising 
a volunteers’ meet on Dec. 18 at Town Hall, Dimapur. 
The AAP state convener Dr. Amos Longkumer has 
directed all the party volunteers and in-charges of 
various wings to be present. Delegates are directed to 
be present at venue by 1:30 p.m. It also infromed that 
the party will be will be holding press conference on Dec. 
19 at Hotel Saramati, which will be attended by political 
affairs committee, Central AAP leaders Ashutosh and 
Sanjay Singh along with Northeast observer, Habung 
Payeng. For further queries volunteers have been 
asked to contact Dr. Amos Longkumer at 8014117437 
or 8575561012.

Army recruitment rally in Tuensang
Army recruitment rally exclusively for youths of 
Nagaland has been scheduled in Tuensang from April 
9 to 15th 2018 for enrollment of male candidates.  
Vacancies are available for soldier general duty, 
soldier technical, soldier clerk/store keeper technical 
/inventory manager.  Online registration on website 
www.joinindianarmy.nic.in for the rally will commence 
from Feb. 8 to March 24 2018.  For any other query one 
may contact recruiting office, Rangapahar at 03862-
248845 and 8974958673 between 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on working days.

NPA meeting and advent-Christmas 
The Nagaland Press Association (NPA) will hold its 
general meeting cum advent-Christmas celebration on 
Dec. 23, 12 noon at Hotel Saramati, Dimapur. The NPA 
has invited all its members, respective press clubs and 
media houses in Nagaland along with their members to 
the meeting and join in the celebration.

2nd round EVM and VVPAT 
demo. in Mon
District Election Officer and Deputy Commissioner, 
Mon Thavaseelan K has informed that the 2nd round 
of awareness and demonstration of Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit trial 
(VVPATs) shall be conducted in all the villages under 
Mon district from Jan. 8 to 12th  2018. In this regard, 
all Returning Officers (ROs), Assistant Returning Officers 
(AROs) and sector magistrates have been requested 
to strictly supervise and monitor the smooth conduct 
of the programme in villages under their respective 
jurisdiction. The schedule shall be published once it 
has been finalised.

Mon DPDB approves verification 
committee 
The monthly Mon District Planning and Development 
Board (DPDB) meeting was held on Dec. 15 at 
DC conference hall, under the chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner and Vice Chairman DPDB 
Mon Thavaseelan K. The meeting later approved the 
verification Committee for LADP 2017- 2018.

NEWS IN BRIEF

‘Collection of Writings Years 
of Musing’ book released 

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): The “Col-
lection of  Writings Years of  Musing,” 
a collection of  articles written by Vebu 
Khamo and published by the Nagaland 
Christian Revival Church (NCRC)  Lit-
erature Press and was released on Dec. 
10 by Rev. Zhowhuyi Nyekha during the 
CCRC women association meet at CRC 
Chesezu Nawe. 

According to the release, the book 
probes into the many issues related to 
Naga society and the church from a Bibli-
cal perspective. It also contains personal 
musings and devotions from the Bible.

The book was forwarded by Rev. Dr. 
Shiwoto Assumi, NCRC Sumi, Purana 
Bazar, Dimapur and endorsed by Rev. 
Dr. DL Sanchu, Rev. Dr. N. Paphino, 
Rev. Sungwon Kim, Rev. Zotuo Kie-
whuo, Mezhüsevi Zutso and Vesetalu 
Tetseo. 

The book will be available at ACLS 
Kohima Book Centre near Main Ao 
Church at Rs. 200. To avail on may also 
contact 7085189713.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC) 
has congratulated Rahul Gandhi on 
taking over as the 49th President of  the 
Indian National Congress. 

The NPCC Media Cell said Gandhi’s 
election has energized the entire party 
cadre across the length and breadth of  the 
country and will motivate young leaders 
to take charge. His clear vision, knowl-
edge, humility with ability to listen to the 

voices across all sections of  society is a 
welcome change in the present political 
narrative dominated by hatred, division, 
disruptions, suppressions and imposition 
of  new order that is rapidly subverting the 
entire secular and democratic fabric of  the 
nation, the NPCC stated.

The NPCC also expressed that under 
his able leadership, the party will rejuve-
nate and reach greater heights of  success 
in the days ahead.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
The Kohima District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) held its day 
out cum pre- Christmas on 
Dec. 15 at Dzülakie.

Assistant Commission-
er, Shashank Pratap Singh, 
who was also present in 
the meet, was introduced 
to the board members.

ADC Planning and 
Member Secretary DPDB 
Kohima, Ketoho Luho on 
said the main intention of  
organising a day out was 
to have interaction among 

members and to get to 
know one another better 
as a family to work hand 
in hand. He also expressed 
his gratitude to the parlia-
mentary secretary who is 
also the Chairman DPDB, 
Dr. Nephriezo Keditsu and 
Deputy Commissioner 
and Vice Chairman DPDB 
Kohima, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan for their assistance 
and guidance extended to 
the DPDB. 

He informed all the 
adoption committees to 
submit their report before 

Dec. 20 e and also request-
ed them to present their re-
ports through power point 
presentation in the next 
DPDB meeting on Jan. 5. 
The ADC further thanked 
all the departments for 
taking care of  their re-
sponsibilities and made 
great sacrifices to make the 
program a success. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by SDO (C) Sechü 
Zubza, Mhomo Tungoe 
while Invocation prayer 
was pronounced by DAO, 
VizonyüLiezie.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Officers and staff  of Naga-
land State Cooperative Bank 
celebrated advent Christmas 
on Saturday at the head of-
fice premises.

DGM (Admn & Vigil) 
T Imkong invoked God’s 
blessings and scripture was 

red by Basanti Ao.
Christmas melody and 

hymn was presented by 
AGM Khothunglo, assistant 
branch manager Kevibou 
Tsükrü, and assistant man-
ager Neilalie Cheiro. 

Managing director, Im-
tilemba Longkumer con-

veyed Christmas greetings 
while GM (P&D) Ning-
sangwaba shared the mean-
ing of Christmas.

The programme was 
chaired by assistant manag-
er, Apokla Longkumer, and 
benediction was pronounced 
by Ariekpe Chamlak.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): The 20th annual general meet-
ing of Dimapur District Cooperative Milk Producers’ Union 
Ltd. (DIMUL) was held on Dec. 16 at the premises of the 
Central Dairy, 7th Mile, Dimapur. 

The chairman of the union, V Kehie presented the report 
of the Board of the Directors for the year 2016-17. He said 
due to economic growth and urbanization, global demand 
for foods of animal origin is growing and added that dairying 
shall continue to play a critical role in the agriculture sector 
of developing countries. 

Kehie also said milk and milk products are being recog-
nised for their nutritional and functional aspects and made 
an integral part of the daily diet of people of all age groups 
throughout the world. 

According to the report by Indian Dairy Association 
(2016), he mentioned that India continues to be the largest 
milk producing country, achieving an annual output of 155 
million tons and is set to be the largest consumer of milk and 
milk products as of the year 2016. There has been increased 
demand for more diversified dairy products segment mainly 
due to changing food habits, rising income and other demo-
graphic shifts in the country and the world, Kehie added. 

The year in retrospect has recorded the highest milk pro-
curement over the last five years with an increase of 27.13%. 
Similarly, in the marketing front there has been increase in 
sale of lassi by 27.29% and ice cream by 36.02% respectively 
as depicted in the charts. A popular new product namely 
plain dahi has been launched during the year, adding variety 
to the products line, he informed. 

The chairman also congratulated all producer-farmers 
and appealed them to cease the opportunity of the demand 
for milk and to increase milk production so as to improve 
income level thereby improving economic status. 

On the occasion, Best Dairy Cooperative Society was 
awarded to Kikhruru DCS, Chumukedima; Best Secretary 
to Chatra Thapa, Secretary, Bhola DCS, Singrijan; Best 
Producer to Timikha Koza of Bhola-II DCS, Khriezephe; 
Best Worker to Khriesamhal; Best Retailer to M/S Plaza 
Bakery, Kohima and Best Dealer to M/S Sanmati Traders, 
Dimapur. 

Short speech was delivered by Additional Registrar of  
Cooperative Societies B Bumo.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): Mon 
District Disabled People’s Forum 
organised a street play on ethical and 
informed voting under the leadership 
of C Chemkha and Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mon Thavaseelan K.

The play highlighted the issue of  
how inadvertently differently-abled 
people are excluded from exercising 
their first right in a democracy, namely, 
Right to Vote. 

DC, who was the chief  guest of  
the programme, asserted that it is 
time that the practice of calling them 
disabled is abandoned and thoroughly 
discouraged and used the word differ-
ently abled. Disability doesn’t lie with 
them but it is in the minds of  those 
who sustain such perceptions about 
them, he said.

“The day we transform our social 
infrastructure, social spaces and our 

thoughts we will witness their true 
abilities and it would put to shame 
many of those who are in a habit of  
using the word,” he added.

A release also mentioned that DC 
Mon has been persistent from day 
one to extend every possible support 
to differently abled citizens of  Mon 
district. 

Dr. LaltanlienKhobung, pro-
gramme manager, World Vision 
said that this was his first experience 
where the district administration has 
taken sturdy and sustained steps for 
the inclusion of  the differently abled 
in the election process. Wangshok 
Konyak, Ppresident, Mon District 
Handicapped Society, thanked the 
DC for the efforts made to ensure that 
this special fraternity is not left out. M 
Nangpa gave a compelling speech that 
elaborated on the state, status and the 

need for inclusion of differently abled 
citizens in the electoral process.

“What is alarming is that this 
exclusion is brought upon them due 
to the general apathy and non rec-
ognition of  the needs of  the differ-
ently abled people while we design and 
build our social structures, buildings 
and the social spaces, which not only 
makes them feel unwelcome but also 
point out that their abilities are not 
on par with normal people. The fact 
of  the matter is that many of  them 
excel in various disciplines and go on 
to achieve greater laurels than normal 
people. The percentage of  differ-
ently abled people in the country is 7% 
which, politically speaking makes for a 
sizeable portion and thus recognising 
them also makes political sense apart 
from human and moral dimensions,” 
the release stated.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN):  The 
Medziphema Battalion of  Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(North) during the operation at the 
godown in Haralu colony, Burma 
camp, Dimapur on Saturday, report-
edly seized IMFL worth 54,00,000.

As per the release, eight workers 
and three vehicles of  the godown 
belonging to one Shikato were ap-
prehended and seized.

The apprehended persons 
along with recovered items were 
handed over to Dimapur East Po-
lice Station.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
For improvement of  mit-
hun husbandry practices 
in Manipur, an interac-
tive meeting was held at 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun, 
Medziphema with the de-
partment of  Veterinary & 
Animal Husbandry, Govt. 
of  Manipur on Dec. 16. 

A three member del-
egation of  department 
of  V&AH, Manipur led 
by Joint Director Dr. Ng. 
Ibotombi Singh accom-
panied by Dr. Arunku-
mar Singh and Dr. Bhu-
baneswar Singh attended 
the meeting to discuss the 
possible collaboration and 
technical backstepping 
from ICAR-NRCM for 
improving mithun hus-
bandry system in order 

to increase the dwindling 
mithun population in Ma-
nipur. 

Director  of  ICAR-
NRC on Mithun,  Dr. 
Abhijit Mitra, while wel-
coming the much-needed 
initiative, emphasised on 
the potential of  mithun 
farming as an alternative 
means of  livelihood. Stat-
ing that ICAR-NRCM is 
the only Mithun research 
station in the world, he 
agreed to extend the tech-
nical expertise in project 
formulation and provide 
all the technical know-
how towards scientific 
mithun rearing.

F r o m  I C A R  o n 
NRC on Mithun, Dr. N. 
Haque, Dr. S Toppo, Dr. 
MH Khan, Dr. Jayanata 

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic progressive party 
(NDPP) of  58th Sham-
ator-Chessore assembly 
constituency office was 
inaugurated at Shamator 
town on Saturday.

 The party workers of  
constituency convinced 

that the NDPP will work 
tirelessly for the road con-
nectivity, quality education, 
basic health care and social 
security in the region. 

Short speeches were 
delivered was delivered by 
president Women Wing 
Thsangla Lato, executive 
secretary NDPP Tomu-

kam, vice president Youth 
Wing Zuphong,  advisor T 
Yimto, and vice president 
Ruktsuba. Vice president 
(Admn) NDPP, T Rithrong 
exhorted the gathering.

The inauguration pro-
gramme was chaired by 
secretary Keomong, invo-
cation was pronounced 

by pastor STBC,  Rev. R 
Thsankiu, while welcome 
address was delivered by 
correspondence secretary, 
Ahoshe and general sec-
retary Dr.Tsukiumong 
proposed vote of  thanks. 
Special number was pre-
sented by Women Wing, 
Shamator town. 

Cahamuah, Dr. Stephen 
S. Hanah and Dr. Kubu 
Khate attended the meet-
ing.

The team visited the 

mithun farm, which is 
the only intensive farm of  
mithun and witnessed the 
use of  mithun bull as a 
draught animal. They also 

visited the demonstration 
unit of  semi-intensive mit-
hun rearing in the farmer’s 
field at Molvum village.

It was agreed to organ-

ise a stakeholder workshop 
in the month of  January 
2018 at Imphal to pro-
mote the scientific mithun 
farming in the state.
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Deputy Commissioner, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, along with the 
D Block representa ve and KMC officials at the 7th annual inter-ward 
cleanliness compe on cum Pre-Christmas celebra on on December 16.
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Parliamentary secretary Merentoshi R Jamir addressing the 5th session 
of NEIMUN conference 2017 on December 16. 
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Tiny tots of Hope Academy presen ng special number during its annual programme at NEZCC grounds 
on December 16.
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Legislator vouches for young leaders in politics 

ENCSU demands 
scholarship released

Japu village repairs road

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 16: With-
out undermining the older 
leaders, parliamentary sec-
retary of social welfare Mer-
entoshi Jamir has vouched 
for young people in politics. 
According to Merentoshi it 
becomes difficult to com-
municate as they belong to 
different generation even in 
the assembly.

With six young legisla-
tors comprising 10% of the 
total legislators for the first 
time in the history of  Na-
galand, Jamir has hoped to 
see more of  young blood in 
the ensuing assembly. 

Jamir said this while 
addressing at the 5th ses-
sion of  North East India 
International Model Unit-
ed Nations (NEIMUN) 
conference 2017 on the 
theme ‘United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 
(UNSCR) 2250-Youth, 
Peace and Security’ on De-
cember 16 held at Don Bo-

KG-2233

Dearest Mummy and Daddy, 
You are the loveliest couple in the world. You live together with love that cannot be 
expected from all people. 
You always support each other in times of difficulties and never let your children feel 
unhappy. 
Words can not express how blessed we are to have amazing parents like you. Seeing 
true love through you makes our heart beat with indescribable joy.
As the word of God in 1 Corinthians 13:4, 7-8 says;
“LOVE is patient, love is kind, it always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
preserves,
Love never fails!”
Both of you never fell in love, but always grew together in love!
You have always lived an exemplary life and never let us down but always keep our 
head held high; the best role model be it in spiritual or professional life.
As children, we see perfection in both of you.
When God created Daddy, He must have been thinking of Mummy! A match made in 
heaven.
Today as both of you look back with happiness and pride upon the last 25 years of 
9,125 days, 219,000 hours  and 5 loved children, we thank God for blessing us with 
such lovely and wonderful parents. On this special day, we wish both of you many 
more years of happiness together! 
Happy 25th Anniversary. We love you.
May the Lord bless you and keep you happy always.

Your loving children,
Lika Kikheto Yeputho and siblings.

Happy 25th Wedding Anniversary

D-4911

sco Institute, Dimapur. 
While reaffirming his 

commitment to work for 
the welfare of  the youth, 
he urged upon the youth to 
be bold and speak out what 
they wanted. He was also 
of  the view that voices of  
the youth should be taken 

into consideration while 
determining the final set-
tlement of  the Indo-Naga 
political talks. 

“Youth are the change 
makers who have the pow-
er to elect the person to be 
in power. Are we ready to 
utilise the power vested on 

the youth,” querried Jamir. 
“You are gathered here 

with a conviction so pre-
pare a resolution with a 
target which will work in 
four to five years and let 
this conference come out 
as an action oriented plan,” 
Jamir added. 

Drawing attention of  
the gathering on use of  so-
cial media, Jamir advised 
to be cautious and not 
spread negative message. 
He has urged the youth to 
use their intelligence and 
spread good message for 
the overall development of  
the society. 

Jamir has also advo-
cated ‘peace’ for social 
change in the society. With 
peace prevailing in the so-
ciety, Jamir said Nagaland 
can be a role model in the 
northeast region. He added 
that peace is necessary to 
enable multi-national com-
panies to invest in the state.  

Jamir has also ex-

pressed concern over in-
creasing incidences of  
violence against women 
and children in the Naga 
society.   

Peace Channel Direc-
tor Dr. Fr. CP Anto, speak-
ing on ‘Shaping change’ 
pointed out that there is 
a generation gap between 
the third and fourth gen-
erations. He reminded the 
youth to bridge the gap and 
bring about changes in the 
society.

NEIMUN Conference 
2017 themed ‘UNSCR 
2250-Youth, Peace and 
Security’ was envisioned 
to bridge gap through dia-
logues to the world most 
critical and pertinent is-
sues. UNSCR 2250 affirms 
young people’s important 
role in the prevention and 
resolution of  conflicts and 
stresses the importance of  
engaging youth as partners 
and leaders in peace-build-
ing and its processes.  

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland 
College Students’ Union 
(ENCSU) has made a fi-
nal call to the Department 
of  Higher Education to 
release full scholarship to 
the students as per the as-
surance given by the State 
chief  secretary on Decem-
ber 7.

In a joint statement, 
ENCSU president M 
Longre Chang and the 
general secretary Wangnei 
C Jessuhu have asked the 
State government to reveal 
SIT report. It questioned 
the Government as to why 
it was trying to save those 
involved in the misuse of  
scholarship despite setting 
up of  SIT to catch the er-
rand officials. ENCSU 
reminded the State govern-
ment that the very purpose 
of  setting up of  SIT would 
be just a mockery if  it can-
not come out straight. It 
asked the state govern-
ment to go ahead and file a 
criminal case against those 
involved.

ENCSU has demanded 
to know as to why the gov-
ernment cannot come up 
with clear SIT report even 
after the government them-
selves had admitted during 
the cabinet meeting that 
the PMS fund had been 
misused by the depart-
ment. ENCSU reiterated 
that it would not compro-

mise or sit silent even if  the 
government fail to deliver 
justice. 

ENCSU warned to 
initiate its own course of  
action if  the state govern-
ment fails to meet its just 
demand. Stating that it has 
all the facts and findings, 
ENCSU has appealed the 
government to do what is 
just and hold accountable 
of  those people responsible 
for misuse of  PMS.

In the light of  the above 
stated circumstances, 
ENCSU urged the SIT to 
present its findings as it is 
without any biases so that 
the people would know the 
whole truth. 

ENCSU has also asked 
the department concerned 
to clarify as to how the 
department could upload 
the total beneficiaries of  
students on their official 
website when some stu-
dents were yet to receive 
the first quarter of  schol-
arship amount. ENCSU 
also expressed concern as 
to on what ground the Sec-
retary of  Higher and Tech-
nical Education had sent 
‘Grand in aid’ of  the ac-
tual number of  scholarship 
beneficiaries for the year 
2016-17 amounting INR 
14,93,33,00 to the Ministry 
of  Tribal Affairs whereas 
1143  students were in  er-
ror list following transac-
tions issues.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Japu village under Man-
gkolemba sub-division in 
Mokokchung district has 
undertaken the work to 
repair the approach road 
leading to the village with 
its own funds.

The two-km road has 
never been black-topped 
and the poor quality of  
the road has been posing 
inconveniences to the vil-
lagers for several years. The 
metalling work is expected 

to be completed by the end 
of  December and the vil-
lagers are eagerly looking 
forward to the “New Year 
present.”

Earlier in 2013, the seg-
ment of  the road inside the 
village of  approximately 
two km length was also 
metalled by the villagers 
with its own resources. 
This was stated in a press 
release issued by Noklem-
ba Longshir, president of  
Japu Senso Mungdang.

D Block wins award for cleanest ward

MCCI appreciates police

EVM demonstration held in Wokha

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
D Block (Ward No. 6) un-
der Kohima Municipal 
Council (KMC) was de-
clared as the cleanest ward 
for the year 2017. The dec-
laration was made during 
the 7th annual inter-ward 
cleanliness competition-
cum Pre-Christmas cele-
bration of  the Kohima Mu-
nicipal Council held on the 
theme “Cleanliness is next 
to godliness” in its office 
premises on December 16.

Naga Bazaar (Ward 
No. 4) has won the award 
in the second place, while 
Ward No.16 consisting of  
New Minister Hill/ Lirie 
Colony/ Lirie Chazou/ 
NST, Dairy Farm and New 
Police Reserve was declared 
winner in the third position.

As an annual event 
since 2011, 

Kohima Municipal 
Council has been organis-
ing the inter-ward cleanli-
ness competition consist-
ing of  19 wards under its 
jurisdiction as an annual 
event. The best three win-
ners were awarded cash 
prizes of  NRI 50,000, INR 
30,000 and INR 20,000 
along with running tro-
phies and certificates.

Admitting that KMC 
alone cannot be expected 
to carry out all cleanliness 
activities in the town, chief  
guest and Deputy Com-
missioner, Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, has called 
upon every individuals to 
maintain cleanliness in their 
respective area. While con-
gratulating all the awardees, 
he impressed upon to con-
tinue the good works and 
create more awareness on 
cleanliness in order to set a 

Hope Academy’s ‘Kollaboration’

good example for others.
Describing KMC as a 

facilitator and nodal agent, 
the DC stated that main-
taining cleanliness should 
be everyone responsibility. 
He also urged all individu-
als to get rid of  selfishness 
in order to keep the com-
munity clean. Also stat-
ing that cleanliness is not 
a one-time activity but a 
daily activity, he said every 
citizen needs to change 
their mindset and spread 
awareness about the con-
cept of  cleanliness. 

The DC further encour-
aged KMC to continue the 
annual event in order to 
create awareness on sani-
tation and its importance 
for the wards /colonies in 
Kohima. 

The cleanest shop award 
was conferred to Northern 
Sports, NH-2 (Ward No 
2). It received one-year free 
trade license. The second 
prize was won by Regal Ho-
tel, Main Town (Ward No. 
9) and received 6 months 
free trade license, while the 
third prize was won by Na-
tional News Centre ( Ward 
No:-6).

The best three field staff  
namely Kedilhou Thome, 
assistant marketing inspec-
tor; Pelhoutsielie Sorhie, 
assistance sanitary inspec-
tor; and Neibazotuo Sorhie, 
field assistant; received a 
cash of INR 2500 along 
with certificates. The prizes 
were given away by the 
chief guest to the winners.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): Mokokc-
hung Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(MCCI) has appreciated the ever vigilance 
of the Mokokchung Police in arresting two 
individuals allegedly involved in siphoning 
of domestic LPG fuel on December 14 who 
were now in their custody. 

MCCI president Tsukti Longkumer 
and the general secretary Limalenden 
Longkumer have sought proper investiga-
tion into the case as it is a matter of serious 
concern. MCCI has also sought to make 
public the identities of the culprits and their 

modus operandi and take stringent action 
against the culprits as deterrent for such 
perpetrators in the future.

It stated that customers of LPG cylin-
ders in Mokokchung have suspected foul 
play as the cylinders available in the market 
always weigh lighter than normal calibrat-
ed weight. It has suspected well-organised 
criminal syndicate in operation.

Meanwhile, MCCI has appealed the 
customers and public to be vigilant and re-
port at the nearest police station if  they have 
any information or clue in that regard.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner 
Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon, on December 
16 conducted a consulta-
tion meeting with all the 
sector magistrates (HODs) 
in regard to the forthcom-
ing general election and 
sensitised on handling the 
voting machines held in his 
office chamber.

The DC informed the 
sector magistrates to visit 

all the polling stations 
in their respective areas 
and demonstrate the vot-
ing machines to the local 
populace. He has directed 
the HODs to complete the 
demonstration before the 
first week of  January 2018. 

He has also informed 
the magistrates to provide 
a sketch map of  the sector 
with all polling stations, 
mentioning details of  time 
and distance along the 
route in visiting the stations 

in order to carry out the 
works effectively. He has 
further advised the sector 
magistrates to coordinate 
with the RO and ARO.

Meanwhile, the Depu-
ty Commissioner remind-
ed the Sector Magistrates 
to attend the “Leadership 
and motivational train-
ing” scheduled from De-
cember 18 to 20 at the 
Administrative Training 
Institute (ATI), Kohima, 
without fail.
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Shillong, Dec. 16 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday attacked the Congress-
led Meghalaya United Alliance 
government, saying it had created 
scam after scam while his BJP was 
only for development.

He claimed that despite central 
funds, the state was not witnessing 
any development and that as per 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s report, Rs 908 crore 
remained unutilised in Meghalaya 
in the last six years.

Addressing a public rally at the 
Polo Ground here, Modi alleged 
that the alliance government of  
the Congress and Nationalist 
Congress Party in Meghalaya was 

not serving public interest but the 
mining mafia.

“I strongly feel that people 
of  Meghalaya deserve better 
governance. It is time the people 
pay back the Congress government 
for all its misgovernance,” Modi 
said.

The Prime Minister visited 
Meghalaya and Mizoram on 
Saturday to inaugurate a slew of  
developmental projects in the two 
north-eastern states.

“ T h e  B J P  a g e n d a 
i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s p e e d y 
development, and all-around 
development,” the Prime Minister 
said.

“In order to bring about 

all-round development, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party will try to 
take Meghalaya to new heights. 
In the coming elections, people 
should elect a government that 
is ready to work and serve the 
people in the right earnest. We 
will work together to transform 
Meghalaya into a vibrant state,” 
Modi said.

Modi said that Congress had 
ruled the state for 15 years but 
people in Shillong were yet to get 
safe drinking water. The Congress 
has succeeded only in creating 
scam after scam, he said.

Modi also took at dig at Chief  
Minister Mukul Sangma, a doctor 
turned politician.

“ T h e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r ’s 
knowledge of health sector is far 
better than me. But unfortunately, 
healthcare facilities in Meghalaya 
are really in bad shape. There are 
health centres which do not have 
doctors and nurses. There is huge 
shortage of  specialist doctors in 
state government hospitals,” the 
Prime Minister claimed.

“There are many children in 
state’s rural areas where children 
are yet to be immunised and lack 
health centres,” he added

Modi  sa id  70  per  cen t 
primary teachers in Meghalaya 
are “untrained” and claimed 
that wrong people were recruited 
due to which a shortage of 1,700 

teachers in government lower 
primary schools exist.

The Prime Minister also 
criticised the state government for 
its alleged failure to complete the 
Rymbai-Bataw-Borkhat-Jalalpur 
road project sanctioned in 2011. 

“The delay is because the 
state government did not submit 
a Utilisation Certificate on funds 
released by the Centre for the 
project,” he said. 

On the decision of  villagers 
of  Huroi to boycott the 2018 
assembly elections, the Prime 
M in i s t e r  q u e s t i o ne d  w ho 
provoked the residents of  the 
village in a remote area to take 
such drastic step.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 16 (EMN): Community 
groups and ‘pro-Ulfa’ entities in Karbi 
Anglong of  Assam have formed a 
common platform in opposition to 
the demand of the NSCN (IM) for a 
“greater Nagalim.” 

A meeting was held here at the 
Karbi Lammet Amei (KLA) office 
organised by pro-Ulfa members and 
leaders of social organisations in Karbi 
Anglong of  Assam. The meeting 
was called to oppose the inclusion of  
Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao areas 
into the so-called “greater Nagalim” 
(greater Nagaland). 

After discussions and speech 
from leaders of various organisations, 
resolutions were taken, including one 
to form a joint forum to oppose the 
movement of  the NSCN (IM). The 
joint forum was named the ‘Border 
Protection Forum, Karbi Anglong.’

Leaders of  social organisations 
like the KSA, KFA, UKSA and others 
attended the programme. There were 

also others like the president of  the 
pro-ULFA members Deben Saikia 
and members Dilip (Saikia) Marak 
and Jayanta Dutta; president of  the 
Kuki National Assemly Taugthang 
Touthang; general secretary of  the 
KLNLF Thong Teron; president of the 
KCS Chandrasing Kro; president of the 
KLA Suren Kramsa; president of the 
KSA Bijoy Bey.

They have strongly opposed the 
inclusion of  said two hill districts of  
Assam in the ‘framework agreement’ 
of the NSCN (IM).

A joint memorandum will be 
submitted by the new forum to the 
government of India, state government 
of Assam and the KAAC in regard to 
the matter. 

Also, another resolution was that 
“land encroachers” along the inter-state 
border inside Karbi Anglong should be 
evicted. The matter will be discussed 
with the KAAC to undertake evictions 
to remove the “encroachers settling in 
forest land” from along the border, it 

was understood. 
To discuss  wi th  Nagaland 

government the organisations have also 
resolved to take up discussions with the 
Nagaland government. It resolved to 
pressurize the central government to 
call the leaders of pro-ULFA leaders 
and KLNLF on the matter of ‘greater 
Nagalim.’  

The Border Protection Forum 
of  Karbi Anglong has been formed 
with eight convenors. They are KSA 
president Bijoy Bey; president of  ex- 
ULFA Deben Saikia; president of the 
KSU George Timung; secretary of  
the KSYC Bipul Tisso; Alias Tirky; 
Nitin Rai; president of  the Dimasa 
Students’ Association Dhiraj Diphusa 
and Lorson Indiwar. 

While advisers comprises of  JI 
Kathar, retired IAS; Kalpajyoti Neog; 
president, KCS Chandrasing Kro; 
Chairman, Karbi Longri NC Hills 
Liberation Front P. Dilli; president, 
Karbi Lammet Amei Suren Kramsa 
and former DHD leader Dilip Nunisa.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
The normal vehicular 
m ove m e n t  a l o n g  t h e 
I m p h a l - S a i k u l  r o a d , 
a popular state highway 
which passes through 
many villages under three 
assembly constituencies- 
Khurai, Khundrakpam and 
Saikul in Manipur, has been 
severely affected because of  
the total shutdown on the 
route on Sat.

The total shutdown 
wa s  c a l l e d  b y  Pe a c e 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Coordinating Committee 
(PDCC) Khundrakpam 
assembly constituency 
and neighbouring Saikul 
in protest against the BJP 
led coalition government’s 
failure to repair the 35 km 
route.

The supporters PDCC in 
groups prevented movement 
of  vehicles along the route 
since Sat. morning while 
tyres were burnt at some 
locations to enforce the 
shutdown. 

N o  r e p o r t  o f  a n y 
unwanted incident occurred 

till the filing of the report. 
The people of  Saikul 

assembly constituency and 
surrounding areas have been 
facing untold problem as a 
result of the deplorable road 
condition for more than two 
years and the government 
has also not paid attention.

C o n d e m n i n g  t h e 
c o n c e r n e d  M L A  f o r 
allegedly ignoring the plight 
of  the people, General 
S e c r e t a r y  T h o u d a m 
Hemjit of  PDCC said 
the concerned authority 
remained deaf  despite the 
matter was appraised to the 
government through several 
memorandums. He said 
that many road accidents 
have occurred along this 
road due to it’s pathetic 
condition.

Hundreds of  diesel 
auto-rickshaws, mini-vans 
and buses carrying the 
passengers ply along the 
route on a daily basis from 
Imphal to various places 
along the route such as 
Pangei, Yumnam Khunou, 
Sagolmand, Pukhao and 
Saikul tows etc.

Guwahati, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minister 
Sa rbananda  Sonowal 
today said a second draft 
of  the National Register 
of  Citizens (NRC) would 
be published following a 
Supreme Court order to 
include in it all genuine 
citizens of the state.

After the first publication 
of the draft NRC scheduled 
on December 31, there 

will be another publication 
of  the draft containing 
the names of  those who 
would not figure in the first 
publication.

“As per hon’ble Supreme 
Court’s order there will be 
another draft publication 
of  the NRC and names of  
all genuine citizens will be 
included in it, the updation 
of  which is exclusively 
supervised by the Supreme 

Court of  India,” the Chief  
Minister said in a statement 
here.

The NRC of  1951 is 
now being updated under 
the supervision of  the 
Supreme Court to identify 
original residents of  the 
state in order to check illegal 
migration.

The apex court yesterday 
ordered that claims of those 
citizens, whose names do 

not figure in the draft NRC 
for Assam to be published 
by December 31, would be 
scrutinised and included in 
the subsequent list, if  found 
genuine.

In view of the latest SC 
order, the perceived view 
that the missed out or left 
behind names of claimants 
have been deleted from the 
NRC becomes redundant, 
Sonowal added.

Imphal, Dec. 16 (IANS): The Manipur 
High Court has directed the Regional 
Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS), 
Imphal to file an affidavit by December 
20 after a post graduate student wrote 
to the Prime Minister complaining 
about malfunctioning of  equipment 
and alleged denial of basic healthcare 
facilities, including medicines, to 
people.

The directive was passed on Friday 
by a division bench comprising Justice 
N. Koteswor, acting Chief Justice, and 
Justice Kh. Nobin, after a report was 
submitted on the issue by a committee 
constituted by the High Court. 

The High Court took up a suo moto 
case in this regard since it concerned the 
basic healthcare system. On December 
12, the High Court had directed the 

RIMS authority to submit the affidavit 
by December 15, which it failed to do. 
The deadline was then extended. 

The three-member committee 
conducted spot inquiries and found 
that the MRI equipment was non-
functional for more than four months 
and so was the condition of  many 
other equipment. Sources said that 
though the Union Health Ministry 
had sanctioned necessary funds, all 
construction works, including in 
the imposing OPD complex, were 
suspended or abandoned. 

Established in 1972 for students 
of the eight northeastern states, RIMS 
has been in a sorry condition. There 
has been no regular Director for more 
than three years. Though the Health 
Ministry had held an interview for the 

appointment of a regular Director, the 
result was withheld and one person 
was made the stop-gap Director for 
six months. The interns of  RIMS 
Dental College have been on strike 
from Thursday demanding payment 
of stipend. They were threatening to 
shut OPD also. 

College officials said that though 
the RIMS authority had given 
orders against private practice, most 
of  the RIMS doctors were engaged 
almost full time in private hospitals 
that have mushroomed near RIMS. 
RIMS is a leading hospital for people 
in northeastern states. T. Sema, a 
patient from Nagaland said, “It is not 
expensive. Besides we face no language 
barrier as there are students and staff  
from all northeast states in RIMS.” 

Itanagar, Dec. 16 PTI): 
GOC of  3 Corps Lt Gen 
Anil Chauhan today met 
Arunachal Governor Brig 
(Retd) BD Mishra here 
today and discussed Sino-
Indian border security in 
the eastern parts of the state 
and welfare measures for the 
locals in the border areas, an 
official release said.

The governor, while 
appreciating the services 
rendered by the troops of  
the Dimapur-based 3 Corps, 
urged on continuing the 
welfare activities rendered 
by the Army jawans for the 
villagers, the release said.

Such initiatives of  the 
Armed Forces will instill a 
sense of security among the 
locals and also integrate the 
border area villages with the 
people of other parts of the 
country, Mishra said.

The GOC assured the 
governor that the armed 
forces would continue to 
defend every inch of  the 
country s territory and 
reach out to the local 
population and maintain 
cordial relationship with 
them through awareness 
campaigns, health camps 
and educational initiatives, 
the release added.

Agartala, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Tripura’s Chief  Electoral 
Officer Sriram Taranikanti 
has said the required number 
of  4,700 Electronic Voting 
Machines have arrived in the 
state where assembly election 
is due early next year.

Taranikanti said 260 
c o m p a n i e s  o f  c e n t r a l 
paramilitary forces were 
used in Tripura in the last 
assembly election in 2013 and 
the Centre was requested for 
more forces this year.

“A total of  4700 EVMs 
have reached Tripura. That 
is the required number of  
EVMs for the assembly 
election,” Taranikanti told 
reporters here yesterday 
evening.

He said 4,080 Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) machines were also 
dispatched to the state for use 
along with the EVM units.

But the state election 

authorities have sought 800 
more VVPAT units from 
the Election Commission, 
he said.

Technical personnel from 
the Electronics Corporation 
of  India Limited would soon 
visit Tripura to test the EVMs 
and VVPATs.

Taranikanti  said the 
election authorities here 
have urged the Centre for 
more than 260 companies of  
central paramilitary forces 
used in the state in last 
assembly polls.

However, he said, the 
requirement of  central forces 
could be estimated only after 
nomination and scrutiny 
process is completed.

R e t u r n i n g  o f f i c e r s 
have started the process 
for identifying sensitive 
and vulnerable booths and 
they would also finalize 
requirement for security 
forces in the areas.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 16 (EMN): 
Paying tributes to martyrs 
who laid down their lives 
for the nation during the 
Indo-Pakistan war in 1971, 
Vijay Diwas was observed 
in Manipur on Sat. 

T h e  s t a t e - l e v e l 
programme was held in 
the Banquet Hall of  the 1st 
battalion of  the Manipur 
Rifles with Chief  Minister 
N Biren Singh and Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Joykumar 
Singh as the chief  guest 
and functional president 
respectively.

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g 
t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  C h i e f  
Minister Biren said that 
the observance would be 
meaningful only when 

every citizen of  the country 
across  contr ibutes  to 
collective efforts to protect 
the unity of  the country.

“We all need to take 
a pledge to be ever ready 
to sacrifice our lives for 
the integrity of  the nation 
on this day,” Biren said. 
He said that the people 
of  the present generation 
should honour the spirit, 
courage and political will 
of  the then government 
for taking the cudgels for 
East Pakistan to liberate it 
as Bangladesh despite the 
fact that the Indian Army 
was not that strong and 
well-equipped at that time.

He said external threats 
of  the country or state 
can be warded off  if  the 

country is united adding 
that shunning provocation 
and ensuring entitled rights 
equally to the people are 
also equally important in 
maintaining unity.

Urging the bureaucrats, 
head  o f  de par tments 
and all the subordinate 
employees to extend co-
operation in making the 
present Government a 
clean, transparent and 
efficient one, he informed 
the gathering that the 
central government has 
sanctioned INR 130 crore 
as flood relief  assistance to 
the state.

Besides,  INR 1200 
crore had been approved 
b y  t h e  C e n t r e  u n d e r 
PMGSY apart from taking 
a decision to continue 
the non lapsable central 
pool of  resources funding 
pattern of  90:10 till March, 
2020. 

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
connection of  the Indo-
Pak War of  1971 with the 
nation’s current security 
scenario, Deputy Chief  
Minister Joykumar said 
that threat to the country 
was neutralised up to a 
large extent due to the 
victory of  the war. 

M i n i s t e r s ,  M L A s, 
administrative secretaries, 
heads of  departments, 
high-ranking civil and 
police officials attended 
the function. 

Chottakhola (Tripura), Dec. 16 
(IANS): Tripura Chief  Minister 
Manik Sarkar on Saturday urged 
the Bangladesh government to 
allow India’s northeastern states 
to use the Chittagong port for the 
development of  the landlocked 
region.

“Sidelining the pending 
unresolved issues between the 
two countries, Bangladesh must 
allow the northeastern states 
of  India to use the Chittagong 
international seaport to carry 
goods, foodgrains, transport 
fuel, essentials and other items 
to and from northeastern states 
and rest of  the world,” he said.

Without referring to the 
unresolved Teesta water sharing 
and trade related issues, he asked 
the Bangladesh government 
not to mix up the issues of  
northeastern states with the 
other unsettled issues between 
the two neighbours.

T h e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
was speaking at this border 
village, 132 km south of  state 
capital  Agar tala,  before a 
huge gathering assembled in 

connection with the opening 
of  a “gigantic memorial and 
park” built in memory of  the 
Indian soldiers and Bangladeshi 
freedom fighters, who sacrificed 
their lives during the 1971 
Liberation War.

A f t e r  e i g h t - ye a r - l o n g 
unrelenting efforts, the memorial 
and park has been built on 20.20 
hectares land comprising valleys 
and plains at Chottakhola (in 
southern Tripura bordering 
eastern Bangladesh) at a cost of  
Rs 7 crore (over $1 million).

“The nine-month long 
conflict supported by Indian 
so ld i e r s  and  backed  and 
encouraged by the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi would 
remain as an exceptional valour 
in world history,” the Tripura 
Chief  Minister noted.

He said that for the economic 
d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  I n d i a ’s 
northeastern states, rail, road, air, 
water and telecommunication 
connectivity between India and 
Bangladesh must be further 
strengthened.

Sarkar, a Communist Party 

of  India-Marxist politburo 
member, said that during the 
Bangladesh Liberation War 
(March to December 1971) the 
then Congress government in 
the state led by former Chief  
Minister Sachindralal Singh 
played a significant role in 
providing shelter and relief  to 
lakhs of  hapless people who 
fled the war and took shelter in 
India’s bordering states, specially 
Tripura.

Tripura Health and PWD 
Minister Badal Choudhury 
addressing the function said that 
India wants more closeness with 
its best neighbour Bangladesh.

“During the nine-month long 
Liberation War, Tripura played a 
crucial role as the state’s location 
was strategically vital. Dhaka 
is just 135 km from Tripura 
and many important cities are 
close to Tripura borders,” said 
Choudhury, who also took part 
in providing relief  to the then 
Bangladeshi refugees.

He regretted that despite the 
state approaching the central 
government several times and 

then Defence Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee to build a memorial 
in Agartala in memory of  
Indian soldiers and Bangladeshi 
freedom fighters, the Centre 
failed to act.

“ I n  1 9 7 1 ,  T r i p u r a ’ s 
population was 15 lakh but the 
state had given relief  and shelter 
to 16 lakh Bangladeshi refugees 
who fled their country to escape 
the bloody war.”

Lok Sabha MP Jitendra 
Choudhury, who played a 
significant role in developing 
the park and memorial  at 
Chottakhola as then forest 
Minister, said the park would 
not be just a tourist spot, it would 
be a milestone for the future 
generations to know the details 
of  a great victory of  a bloody 
war that led to creation of  a 
sovereign country Bangladesh.

Tripura Tourism Minister 
Ratan Bhowmik, Forest Minister 
Naresh Jamatia, Lok Sabha 
Member Sankar Prasad Datta, 
MLA Sudhan Das among others 
also spoke on the occasion.

Bangladeshi intellectuals, 

freedom fighters, artists and 
academicians took part in the 
memorial and park inauguration 
ceremony.

On November 11, 2010, 
then  Bang ladesh  Fore ign 
Minis te r  Dipu Moni  la id 
the foundation stone of  the 
“Bharat-Bangla Maitri Uddan” 
(India-Bangladesh Friendship 
Park). 

Veteran Communist Leader 
and Legislator Sudhan Das 
told IANS that a war museum, 
surrounded by hillocks, verdant 
valleys, lakes, plants, sculptures, 
graveyards of  Bangladeshi 
freedom fighters have turned 
the place not just into a park or 
memorial but much more than 
that. 

S ta tues  o f  then  Pr ime 
Minister Indira Gandhi and 
Bangladesh Founder Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman have also 
been erected in the park, which 
was developed jointly by at 
least 10 departments of  the 
Tripura Government with the 
Forest Department as the nodal 
agency.
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Manipur Chief Minister N Biren speaking at the Vijay Diwas func on in 
Imphal on Saturday.

Modi attacks Meghalaya govt.; seeks 
votes for BJP on development card

‘Border Protection Forum’ in KA 
formed against ‘greater Nagalim’ move

Total road blockade affects 
normal lives in Manipur

Required 4,700 EVMs 
reach Tripura

Manipur observes Vijay Diwas

‘Second draft of NRC to be published as per SC order’

Manipur HC asks RIMS to respond to complaints about facilities

GOC of 3 Corps, 
Arunachal gov. 
discuss border 
security issue

Tripura CM urges Bangladesh to open Chittagong port for NE

NEWS IN BRIEF
BJP worker’s body found from drain
Agartala, Dec. 16 (PTI): The body of  a BJP worker 
bearing multiple cut injuries was today recovered from 
Srirampur in Kanchanpur subdivision of North Tripura 
district, about 190 kilometres from here, police said. The 
body, identified to be of Sunil Deb (45), was found from a 
drain this morning with two cut wounds on lower shanks 
and was sent for postmortem, officiating S P (Police 
Control), Har Kumar Debbarma told reporters. BJP 
spokesperson Mrinal Kanti Deb condemned the incident 
and said it resembled the series of killings of RSS and BJP 
workers in Kerala.

Hardcore NSCN(IM) militant held 
in Arunachal
Itanagar, Dec. 16 (PTI): Security forces have arrested 
a hardcore NSCN(Isak-Muivah) militant during an 
operation at Khonsa, headquarters of  Tirap district, a 
defence spokesman said today. Acting on a tip off, the 
Khonsa battalion of  the Assam Rifles apprehended 
the cadre who is a self-styled major of  the militant 
organisation. A pistol along with ammunition, 30 gram 
of opium, some cash and documents were recovered from 
his possession, Kohima-based Defence spokesman Col 
Chiranjeet Konwer said.

Body of missing woman found
Our Correspondent

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): The dead body of a missing 
woman was recovered from a place in Lalkham of  
Chhotbekra under Borobekara Police Station in Manipur’s 
Jiribam district on Fri., reports said. Yumnam Dilibala (48) 
of Dibong Makha Leikai, Jiribam was reported missing 
since Nov. 24 this year. A villager who spotted the body 
when he went to cut bamboos in the area reported to the 
police. Family members of the missing woman identified 
the body at Jiribam district hospital mortuary, reports 
added. Meanwhile the locals of Jiribam town protested 
the crime and formed a joint action committee. They have 
demanded justice against the perpetrators of the crime.

Two NDFB terrorists gunned down
Guwahati, Dec. 16 (IANS): Two cadres of the National 
Democratic Front of Bodoland’s (NDFB) anti-talk faction 
were gunned down by Assam Rifles personnel during a 
joint operation with Assam and Meghalaya Policealong 
the inter-state border on Saturday, a defence official said.
Defence spokesman, Lt. Col. Suneet Newton said the 
operation was carried out at Umrangsho, based on 
specific information that some NDFB faction terrorists 
were taking shelter in the area. “A search operation was 
launched in the evening of Friday based on information 
about a group of  NDFB cadres in the area. However, 
around 5.40 am on Saturday, when the teams approached 
the suspected hideout they were fired upon by the 
insurgents. The retaliatory fire by security forces resulted 
in elimination of two cadres,” he said adding that a foreign 
made pistol was recovered from the hideout during the 
search. The slain cadres were identified as Prasenjit 
Mushahary and Sobin Boro, who were also involved in 
kidnapping of Mahendra Rai, Manager of Pyrdung Coal 
Quarry earlier this month. Rai, who was being held in 
their hideout, was rescued safely.
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Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. 

Increased customs 
duty a statutory 
industry-wise 
hike — Apple

Indian company to make thermal imaging 
devices with Chinese collaboration

ED attaches nearly INR 245 cr. assets of Balasore Alloys

All 438 Central Railway stations to have LED lights by March

Doubling farm income to make 
farming sustainable, says Arun Jaitley

“Some highly devel-
oped countries directly, by 
different forms of  subsidies, 
ensure money goes into the 
pockets of  their farmers 
and the countries that don’t 
have that level of  afford-
ability still have to struggle 

with the challenge that sus-
tenance level is maintained 
(for farmers),” he said at an 
event organised by Nabard 
here.

Referring to the gov-
ernment’s initiative in this 
direction, the finance min-

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/84/2017-III              Dated Kohima, the 12th Dec, 2017OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VIKETOLE LUHO W/O LT. KEVIHO ANGAMI, Fireman, DIG Fire 
Emergency Services N/L Kohima resident of Khuzama Village has applied for 
issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- G.P.F, GIS, Leave 
encashment, Gratuity, Pension & other service bene�ts entitlement. Bank 
A/C No.30123466661 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.444307829 
Endowment Policy, Dimapur Branch. Who expired on 14.10.2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2234

We the undersigned do hereby give this Notice in 
general that Miss. Aketoli of Khukishe Village, Zunheboto, 
Nagaland has entered into various agreement, transaction 
and dealings with di�erent individuals, groups and 
society without our knowledge and consent. We do 
hereby declare that we shall not be held responsible 
directly or indirectly for any of the transaction during past 
or future with Miss Aketoli and if anyone found doing the 
same will be doing at his/her own risk.

FAMILY MEMBERS OF AKETOLI

GENERAL NOTICE

D-4910

VACANCY
BAPTIST HIGH, KOHIMA

Applications are invited for the following teaching posts for academic session 2018.

1. 1(One) Post Graduate Teacher in Mathematics Quali�cation – M Sc. in Mathematics
2. 2(Two) Graduate Teachers in Mathematics Quali�cation - B Sc. in Mathematics.

Written application with photocopy of documents of quali�cation and a passport 
sized photograph should reach the school's o�ce on or before 20th of December 
2017 between 10 am to 12 pm. Applications can also be submitted with scanned 
documents through baptisthigh@gmail.com. 

PRINCIPALK-1502

NOTIFICATION

Nagaland Board of School Education
Kohima

Dated Kohima, the 16th December 2017

NO.NBE-3/EX-Misc(10)/2017-18/2880      :: The examination routine of the following 
examinations conducted by the NBSE are hereby noti�ed for information of all concerned.

A. HSLC Examination 2018

B. Class XI Promotion Examination 2018

C. HSSLC Examination 2018

KG-2232

 Date  Day  Subject (Time 9 am to 12 noon)
 6th March 2018  Tuesday  Social Sciences
 8th March 2018  Thursday  Science
 10th March 2018  Saturday  English
 13th March 2018  Tuesday  Mathematics
 15th March 2018  Thursday  Second Language:
   Tenyidie/Ao/Sumi/Lotha/Hindi/Bengali/  
   Alternative English
 17th March 2018  Saturday  Sixth Subjects/Vocational:
   FIT/Music/Home Science/BK & Accountancy/   
   Environmental Education/IT*(Vocational)/  
   TT*(Vocational)

 Date  Day  Subject (Time 1 pm to 4 pm)

 5th March 2018  Monday  English
 7th March 2018  Wednesday  Geography/Entrepreneurship/Music
 9th March 2018  Friday  History/Business Studies/Physics
 12th March 2018  Monday  Economics
 14th March 2018  Wednesday  Education/Psychology/Financial Markets
 16th March 2018  Friday  Philosophy/Mathematics/Mutual Funds
 19th March 2018  Monday  Political Science/Accountancy/Chemistry
 21st March 2018  Wednesday  Alternative English/Hindi/Bengali/Tenyidie/Sumi/  
   Ao/Lotha
 23rd March 2018  Friday  Sociology/Fundamentals of Business Mathematics/  
   Biology
 24th March 2018  Saturday Environmental Education
 26th March 2018  Monday Computer Science/Informatics Practices /  
   IT(Vocational)/ TT(Vocational)

 Date  Day  Subject (Time 9 am to 12 noon)

 5th March 2018  Monday  English
 7th March 2018  Wednesday  Geography/Entrepreneurship/Music
 9th March 2018  Friday  History/Business Studies/Physics
 12th March 2018  Monday  Economics
 14th March 2018  Wednesday  Education/Psychology/Capital Markets
 16th March 2018  Friday  Philosophy/Mathematics/Derivative markets
 19th March 2018  Monday  Political Science/Accountancy/Chemistry
 21st March 2018  Wednesday  Alternative English/Hindi/Bengali/Tenyidie/Sumi/  
   Ao/Lotha
 23rd March 2018  Friday  Sociology/Fundamentals of Business Mathematics/ 
   Biology
 26th March 2018  Monday  Computer Science/Informatics Practices 

# The timing of the examination for IT/TT (Vocational) is from 9 am to 11 am.

# The timing of the examination for IT/TT (Vocational) is from 9 am to 11 am.

* The routines are also available on the website www.nbsenagaland.com

Sd/- Asano Sekhose
Chairman

Note: Examination routine shall not be altered in the event of any unexpected   
 holiday. However, in case of cancellation or postponement of the date(s) of   
 examination, it shall be noti�ed through the media.

NOTIFICATION 
The Nagaland Medical Council hereby notify that for the forth 
coming election to the 7(Seven) members of the Council, all 
registered medical practitioners, who have registered prior to 31st 
Oct 2017 are directed to collect their voters slip either in person or 
by an authorized person. Any registered practitioners who fail to 
get their voters slip may contact the undersigned. The last date of 
receipt of voting papers is 24th Jan 2018 till 2.00 pm.

Address:
Nagaland Medical Council Sd/-
PMTI Complex (Dr. Kevilhulie Meyase)
Merhulietsa Colony Returning Officer & Deputy Registrar
Kohima -797001, Nagaland Nagaland Medical Council
Contact No.: +917085230101 Kohima: Nagaland
Office No.: +913702242454

(CONSTITUTED UNDER THE NAGALAND MEDICAL COUNCIL ACT OF 2014)
KOHIMA-797001: NAGALAND

NAGALAND MEDICAL COUNCIL

KG-2235

EASTERN MIRROR is one of the leading English regional daily newspapers 
from Nagaland based in Dimapur, along with a functional bureau in Kohima. We are 
currently on a ramping up process to make our presence felt not only within the state but 
also in the neighbouring states and the global online community .
We are looking for persons with high levels of enthusiasm, talented and tenacious in 
sourcing information who will work as reporters.
We are also looking for individuals with high accuracy in the English language and are 
trainable to be our sub-editors.
Selected personnel will be trained and mentored for the �rst 6 months. Applicants with 
the right attitude, who are able to work under pressure, balance work and life with 
minimum social obligations,  and has above average general knowledge with a zeal to 
build a career in journalism can avail this opportunity.
JOB PROFILE :  Reporters
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from a recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors and Spreadsheets with good typing speed
OPTIONAL :  Able to ride two-wheelers is an advantage.
EXPERIENCE : Preferably fresher

JOB PROFILE :  Sub-editors
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors, Spreadsheets, InDesign and  photo editors.
TYPING SKILLS : Minimum 30 wpm
LANGUAGE SKILLS :  Minimum 85% accuracy in English.
EXPERIENCE :  At least 2 years experience, Individuals with experience in the   
  corporate sector with disciplined work culture will be preferred. 

There will be a series of tests and interviews before the �nal selection is made. 
Interested candidates can mail your resume to hr@easternmirrornagaland.com

OPPORTUNITY

ister said India is trying to 
double farmers’ income by 
2022.

“We have fairly ambi-
tious plans in India and 
within our limits of  our af-
fordability, we have taken 
up the challenge of  in the 
first instance trying to im-
prove upon rural infrastruc-
ture and at the same time 
making sure that how do 
we ensure that their income 
is enhanced,” he said.

He said the government 
has taken various measures 
to improve rural infrastruc-
ture by building roads, elec-
trifying all villages, develop-
ing irrigation and providing 
regular dwellings.

Credit availability, in-
terest subvention and crop 
insurance are other steps 
in that direction, Jaitley 

added.
Noting that farmers 

face the challenge of  ever-
increasing cost of  inputs, 
he said it is extremely im-
portant for every society 
to ensure that food is made 
available at an affordable 
cost, and at the same time 
the farmers get their due.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Financial Services 
Secretary Rajiv Kumar said 
banks have taken various 
steps to increase access to 
credit for the farming com-
munity.

National Bank For Ag-
riculture And Rural Devel-
opment (Nabard) Chair-
man H K Bhanwala said 
the mission of  doubling 
farm income by 2022 will 
protect farmers from va-
garies.

repay it in instalments from 
savings accruing from less-
er energy bills and retain-
ing a part of  the amount 
in five years, making it a 
win-win situation for both 
organisations. The EESL 
will replace defective fit-
tings and equipment, due 
to which annual energy 
savings are estimated to be 
1.4 crore units, saving Rs 
13.14 crore in the process.

Prioritising energy 
conservation and reduc-
ing energy bills, besides 
adopting green sources of  
energy, the CR has already 
installed 28 solar power 
generation plants with a 

total capacity of  924 kWp.
Ten plants are in Mum-

bai, including at Matunga 
workshop, nine in Solapur, 
and three each in Pune, 
Nagpur, and Bhusawal in 
Maharashtra. Additional-
ly, wind-cum-solar energy 
plants have been set up at 
eight locations with a total 
capacity of  44 kWp.

Independent solar 
plants have come up at 
several small stations, level 
crossings and street lights 
at 953 locations with a to-
tal capacity of  49 kWp.

The plants at Sanpa-
da’s EMU POH Shop and 
Matunga Workshop, both 

in Mumbai, have a capac-
ity of  1,000 kWp each and 
are in various stages of  im-
plementation.

“Once completed, they 
are expected to generate 
around 25 lakh units per 
annum. Additionally, a to-
tal of  11.335 MWp plants 
at 118 locations of  CR are 
expected to be completed 
by July 2018 in collabora-
tion with the Railway En-
ergy Management Com-
pany Ltd,” Udasi said.

This would generate 
142 lakh units per annum 
and help further slash en-
ergy bills of  CR consider-
ably.

New Delhi, Dec. 16 
(IANS): The Enforcement 
Directorate has seized im-
movable assets, worth Rs 
244.89 crore, of  Balasore 
Alloys Ltd whose share-
holders are Global Steel 
Holding Ltd (GSHL) and 
its chairman Pramod Ku-
mar Mittal who are being 
probed for defrauding the 
State Trading Corporation 
of  Rs 2,112 crore, a state-
ment said on Saturday.

The agency seized 
Balasore Alloys’s prop-
erty in which Mittal and 
GSHL are holding 30.35 

per cent shareholding 
through various Indian 
and foreign promoter 
and investment compa-
nies under the Prevention 
of  Money Laundering 
Act.  “Mittal and GSHL’s 
share in Balasore Alloys 
includes building, plant 
and machinery totalling 
approximately Rs 244.89 
crore which has been at-
tached in lieu of  the pro-
ceeds of  crime,” an ED 
statement said. The ED 
filed a money laundering 
case on March 29 against 
Mittal, GSHL and State 

Trading Corporation 
(STC) officials following 
an FIR registered by the 
Central Bureau of  Investi-
gation on March 16. 

In its investigation, 
the CBI found that GSHL 
had sought a financing fa-
cility from the STC which 
agreed to finance the com-
pany without checking its 
financial condition. 

“GSHL availed financ-
ing facility for purchase 
of  raw material for their 
Philippines-based steel 
plants on cash and carry 
basis. As per the agree-

ment, raw material and 
goods had to be lifted only 
upon payments to STC 
whereas raw material was 
supplied despite payments 
not being made. 

“Thus, GSHL was 
favoured by violating 
Reserve Bank of  India 
guidelines, and STC ex-
posed itself  to financial 
risk despite default in 
payment from the associ-
ates continued the trans-
actions. The total default 
mounted up to Rs 2,112 
crore approximately,” the 
statement said. 

Mittal is alleged of  
committing criminal 
breach of  trust as he failed 
to make payments as per 
terms and conditions of  
the agreement with STC.  
Despite irregular pay-
ments and piling up of  
credit, STC officials alleg-
edly renewed line of  credit 
to the company while the 
cheques given by GSHL 
and its Philippines-based 
subsidiary to STC were 
allegedly dishonoured re-
sulting in loss of  Rs 2,112 
crore to the public sector 
undertaking. 

Mumbai, Dec. 16 (IANS): The stage is 
set for an Indian company to manufacture 
“microbolometers” or “Uncooled Sensors” 
enabling thermal imaging and night vision 
products with Chinese collaboration, a 
company official said here on Saturday.

The Mumbai-based “Systems 4 Ever” 
(S4E) on Saturday signed a deal with 
China’s Dali for technology transfer and 
manufacture of these devices which have 
widespread use in the defence sector, for 
police, surveillance organisations as well as 
commercially.

“This will make us the fourth country in 
the world to manufacture these equipment 
after US, France and China, while Israel 
specializes in ‘Cooled Sensor’ devices,” S4E 
Chairman Raj Chodankar told IANS.

Mahindra Defence Systems Ltd will 
also join hands in the venture, estimated to 
cost around Rs 100 crore, he added.

“We may set up our manufacturing 
unit either in Mumbai or Goa, where the 
state government has offered us a soft loan 
through Economic Development Corpora-
tion Ltd, Goa,” said Chodankar, a Goa-
born, Mumbai-educated technocrat.

Earlier, addressing media persons, Chod-
ankar said even as the deal with Dali was 
being finalized, S4E has been flooded with 
offers from US, Russia, European countries 
and others as the niche industry for these 
critical is expected equipments is expected 
to double to $3.6 billion in the next few 
years. “We will offer the complete range of  
thermal imaging and night vision products 
for use by the Indian defence establishment, 

police, surveillance agencies and commer-
cial establishments like malls or corporate 
houses as security is becoming a big issue 
these days across sectors,” he said.

Presently, these equipment are imported 
by India at huge costs, but after the domestic 
production begins at S4E, the costs are ex-
pected to be slashed to as low as Rs 65,000 
a piece, or nearly 20 percent lower than the 
same competing piece from a foreign com-
pany, with no minimum restrictions on the 
number of units.

Chodankar said S4E, with strengths in 
design and electro-optics, has acquired tech-
nology rights and patents on an exclusive 
basis for weapons sights, uncooled thermal 
imaging systems and multifunctional hand-
held thermal imagers. “Initially, we plan to 
manufacture around 800,000 units annually 
here, which we hope to double within a few 
years as the demands for these equipments 
is huge globally,” he said.

While ULIS of France is the second 
largest producer of microbolometers, FLIR 
of US is the largest manufacturer of this 
equipment, but both mainly cater to the local 
markets as their exports are restricted under 
the International Traffic Arms Regulation. 
Incidentally ULIS has an active presence in 
India and supplies its products to various se-
curity organisations here. “As thermal imag-
ing, night vision and surveillance products 
are very sensitive from the country’s security 
viewpoint, a need was felt to have a manu-
facturing set up in India instead of solely de-
pending on foreign companies,” Chodankar 
said on the rationale behind the venture.

New Delhi, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley today said the govern-
ment has undertaken the 
ambitious task of  doubling 
farmers’ income by 2022 so 
that farming becomes sus-
tainable.

Observing that India 
has a huge population de-
pendent on agriculture for 
livelihood, he said, “there-
fore, increase in the pur-
chasing power of  this group 
is extremely important for 
us because growth of  larger 
economy depends on eco-
nomic potential and power 
of  this group itself.” 

Pointing out that the ag-
riculture community world 
over is vulnerable, Jaitley 
said countries try various 
methodologies for support-
ing the sector.

Mumbai, Dec 16 (IANS): 
The Central Railway is 
on way to install energy-
saving LED lights at all 
its 438 stations by March 
2018, and exploit solar 
and wind power in a big 
way to cut on electricity 
bills, an official said here 
on Saturday.

The CR and Energy 
Efficiency Services Ltd 
have signed an agreement 
wherein the latter will in-
vest Rs 30 crore on the 
project, CR Spokesperson 
Sunil Udasi said.

While 250 stations 
have already switched over 
from the conventional to 
LED lighting, the remain-
ing 188 will be provided 
LED lights by March next, 
he added. As for EESL’s 
investments, the CR will 

New Delhi, Dec. 16 
(IANS): The government’s 
decision to hike the cus-
toms duty from 10 per cent 
to 15 per cent for mobile 
handsets is a statutory 
industry-wise hike, Apple 
India said on Saturday.

“There is no comment 
on this as it’s a statutory in-
dustry-wise duty hike,” an 
Apple official told IANS. 

The notification issued 
by the Department of  Rev-
enue under the Finance 
Ministry said customs duty 
will go up from 10 per cent 
to 15 per cent for mobile 
handsets.

Currently, Apple is as-
sembling iPhone SE model 
at its Bengaluru facility 
with Wistron Corporation, 
its Taiwanese manufactur-
ing partner.

The Cupertino-based 
iPhone maker is also seek-
ing tax relief  and other 
incentives from the govern-
ment to begin assembling 
more handsets in the coun-
try.

Experts say that with 
this decision, Apple has 
two choices.

“Apple will either have 
to increase the price of  
handsets or start assem-
bling more in the country,” 
Tarun Pathak, Associate 
Director, Mobile Devices 
and Ecosystems, Counter-
point Research, had told 
IANS. 
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The troubles of life can make us cranky and out of sorts, but we should never excuse these bouts 

of bad behavior, for they can wither the hearts of those we love and spread misery all around 

The New Testament has a word for the virtue that corrects our unpleasantness—gentleness, a 
term that suggests a kind and gracious soul. Ephesians 4:2 reminds us, “Be completely humble and 
gentle.”

Gentleness is a willingness to accept limitations and ailments without taking out our aggrava-
tion on others. It shows gratitude for the smallest service rendered and tolerance for those who do 
not serve us well. It puts up with bothersome people—especially noisy, boisterous little people; for 
kindness to children is a crowning mark of a good and gentle person. It speaks softly in the face 

unkind words.
Jesus is “gentle and humble in heart” (Matt. 11:29). If we ask Him, He will, in time, recreate us 

in His image. Scottish author George MacDonald says, “[God] would not hear from [us] a tone to 
jar the heart of another, a word to make it ache . . . . From such, as from all other sins, Jesus was 
born to deliver us.”

Dear Lord, I want to be a gentle person. Please help me to be kind and gracious to others 
today.

Gentleness
BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 4:1–6   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Be completely humble and gentle.     
~ Ephesians 4:2

10 Easy Tips for a Better Quiet Time in 2018

Malnutrition: Still Persistently 
and Unacceptably High in India  

AI May Help Identify Bacteria Quickly, Accurately

Maternal Blood Sugar May Affect Baby's Heart

Facebook Admits it Can Make People Feel Worse 

I recently had the opportunity to visit with a very wise 
and very experienced pastor who deals with peo-
ple who come from the most difficult backgrounds. 
The ministry that this pastor operates helps point 

prostitutes, homeless men and women, drug addicts, and 
criminals toward the redemption that they can experi-
ence through a relationship with Jesus. I asked what the 
one tool was that this ministry has provided their people 
that made the most difference. Although the response I 
received surprised me, it shouldn’t have.

This pastor said that each person that was accepted 
into one of  the programs of  this ministry was required to 
participate in the daily habit of  prayer and Bible reading. 
Getting God’s living, breathing, and life changing Word 
into these precious people each and every day is what has 
facilitated the most change. Because the Word of  God is 
powerful, alive, and active and because it does not return 
void, this habit builds a hunger for more and is soon re-
placed by desire.

As these precious people encounter God in His word, 
their understanding for who He is and what He is grows. 
A relationship is established. The Spirit is stirred. They en-
counter Jesus and their lives are changed. This daily habit 
turns into a passion to know Him more.

I have definitely found that to be true in my own life. 
Daily scripture reading, sadly, had never been a part of  my 
life. A few years ago I decided to change that. What began 
as an attempt to become more knowledgeable about the 
Word of  God became a burning hunger to draw closer 
into relationship with Him and to experience Him fully.

As this New Year dawns, many of  us are looking for 
resolutions that will truly change our lives. I encourage 
you to consider making a daily, meaningful quiet time 
spent in Bible reading and prayer one of  your resolutions 
in 2017. God’s word will not return empty.
Tip 1: Don’t Box Yourself In
God works on an individual basis. We each have a unique 
relationship with Him. Don’t feel like your quiet time 
needs to look like anyone else’s. There is no right or wrong 
way. You do not have to read a chapter a day, finish the 
Bible in a year, read a Psalm and a Proverb each day, or 
meet any other of  those well-meaning goals.

I have found that I like to read the Bible from front 
cover to back cover. I prefer to follow the order that the 

books are arranged in the Bible. I don’t have a set number 
of  chapters or verses. Before I even open my Bible, I pray 
that God will open my heart, my mind, and my eyes to 
whatever He has for me that specific day. I start reading 
each day where I left off  the day before. I read until the 
Holy Spirit has shown me something that I feel the need 
to stop and dwell on.

My quiet time with God looks different each day. 
Some days I read chapter upon chapter and some days 
my heart is convicted after a few verses. Be sensitive to the 
Spirit. There isn’t a box that you have to fit into.
Tip 2: Give Yourself Some Grace
If  spending time reading your Bible is a new thing for you, 
it may not immediately be your favorite part of  your day. 
Commit to the process. Daily Bible reading is a spiritual 
exercise. Just like physical exercise, people don’t always 
love it at first. Also, just like physical exercise, once you 
start to see results, you get a little more excited about 
the process. You will see results when you are engaged 
in spending time in your Bible each and every day. Give 
yourself  some grace if  it takes a little while to develop a 
real love for it.
Tip 3: Get Started On The Right Foot
I know I may lose some of  you non morning people here, 
but at least give this a try. There is something immensely 
powerful about getting up a little earlier and starting your 
day in God’s Word. It has a way of  changing your mindset 
and starting your day off  with a more Christ-like focus. 
Not to mention, that if  it is the first thing that you do each 
day, it won’t get forgotten or set aside for other tasks.

Set your alarm a little earlier and get your day started 
off  on the right foot by carving out some time at the start 
of  each new day to turn your heart to the things of  God.
Tip 4: Build An Altar
Throughout the Old Testament, people were continually 
building an altar to God. It was a place that they could 
return to worship, to praise, to remember, and to give 
thanks. It held special meaning and significance. It was 
a place where the people knew they were going to honor 
God.

Find a little space, like your desk, kitchen table, or 
prayer closet, which can be a place where you can return 
to each morning for your Bible reading.
Tip 5: Plan Ahead
I’m not a morning person by nature, so it helps me to plan 

ahead. Before I go to bed each night, I do everything that 
I can to make the morning routine a little easier. I take a 
minute or two each night to get a pot of  coffee ready and 
set the timer so that my coffee is ready when I wake up. 
My alter is at the end of  my kitchen table, so I set out my 
favorite mug, my Bible, and the tools I like to use for my 
time in God’s word. This simple step takes the work out 
of  my morning and ensures that all I need to do is stumble 
to the kitchen and open my Bible.
Tip 6: Make A Date
I’m going to get a little out there with this one, but stick 
with me, because this one works. My purpose of  spend-
ing time in God’s Word is because I long for a deeper 
relationship with my Heavenly Father. When I am in a 
relationship with someone, I make a date to spend time 
with them. I know that intentional time together grows 
the relationship, so I do my very best to not break dates 
with those I love.

Look at your daily Bible reading time as a date that 
you have set to invest in your relationship with your Heav-
enly Father. Call me crazy, but when my alarm goes off  I 
remind myself  that I have a date that I need to get to. I im-
agine that my God is ready and waiting to meet with me. 
Looking at my quiet time as a date keeps me from hitting 
my snooze button and drifting back off  to sleep.
Tip 7: Stop The Distractions
I will be honest. The first thing I find myself  reaching for 
in the morning isn’t my Bible. It is my cell phone. I want 
to know what was happening in the world while I was 
asleep. I have learned that if  I want my priority to be a 
God focused life, then my choices need to reflect that. I 
have made it a habit to set my phone on the table face 
down until I am through with my morning quiet time. I 
don’t check it at all until I’ve spent some time in God’s 
word and in prayer. It’s ridiculous how challenging just 
this one little change of  habit can be, but it has been worth 
it. It is amazing how easily I am able to give God those 
first minutes of  my morning by putting a stop to the dis-
tractions of  texts, social media, and email.
Tip 8: Engage
I’m a little all over the place. My mind tends to wander if  
I’m still and quiet for very long. Because of  this, I strug-
gled with reading my Bible and praying. I would sit down 
and open my Bible and start reading, but before long I 
would be mentally making a grocery list or scheduling my 

day. Prayer was even more difficult because my eyes were 
closed and I didn’t have anything visual to keep me on 
track.

I’ve learned that I have to physically engage with my 
Bible in order to make it a fruitful experience for me. I 
am a writer, so that is the optimal way for me to engage. 
I keep a pack of  highlighters, pens, and a journal beside 
my Bible. I highlight verses that speak to my heart. I write 
notes in the margins of  my Bible. I copy powerful passages 
of  scripture into my journal. I jot down questions or ideas 
related to what I am reading.

When I finish my Bible reading and move into prayer, 
I open my journal to a fresh new page. I date the top and 
write my prayer in the form of a letter to my Heavenly 
Father. This is the only way that I have found to keep my 
mind from wandering and to express what is really on my 
heart instead on falling into a habit or rote prayer.

Different methods will work better for different types 
of  people. Some people prefer to listen to an audio Bi-
ble. Some prefer to read aloud. Find a way to engage that 
makes your time meaningful.
Tip 9: Partner Up
Small groups are my thing. I adore the community, the 
friendship, and the accountability they provide. I love to 
facilitate them through a local ministry that I am involved 
in and I love to run ones through my social media ac-
counts. Small group study should never replace your own 
private time in God’s word, but it always amazes me to 
see the power that can come from like-minded and like-
purposed people getting together to study God’s word.

Look within your church and your community to see 
if  there is a group that you can join to do a scripture study 
with. If  that isn’t an option, find an online community 
that you trust. However you choose to do it, partnering up 
with others is a wonderful way to supplement your quiet 
time and make it richer.
Tip 10: Follow Through
I know that this is going to sound pretty simple, but if  your 
goal is to spend more time in God’s word this year, then 
just do it. Commit to being in the word of  God each and 
every day. Every time you open God’s word, He is at work 
in you. He will reward your efforts and you will be drawn 
in to a richer and deeper relationship with your Heavenly 
Father as you come to know Him better. None of  that can 
happen if  you don’t just do the work of  following through 
and having a daily quiet time of  Bible reading and prayer.

Poor nutrition is poor economics. 
Poor nutrition is poor humanity. 
Nutrition should be clearly stated 
as an important input and output 

parameter for judging development and 
should not be treated as trickle down ben-
eficiary of  economic and industrial devel-
opment. It should not get subsumed under 
curative or preventive health care in gener-
al, where emphasis tends to be on chronic 
diseases and immunization–important as 
they are. Without Nutrition, neither com-
municable nor non-communicable diseases 
can be prevented and hence it should have 
an important status as an independent en-
tity. Malnutrition is the worst form of non-
communicable disease. At the global level, 
nutrition is recognised as key in enabling 
sustainable development

The latest Global Nutrition Report 2017 
found the vast majority (about 88%) of  
countries studied face a serious burden of  
two or three of  these forms of  malnutrition 
Globally, 2 billion people lack key micronu-
trients like iron and vitamin A. 155 million 
children are stunted. 52 million children are 
wasted. 2 billion adults are overweight or 
obese. 41 million children are overweight. 
88% of countries face a serious burden of  ei-
ther two or three forms of  malnutrition. 1 in 
3 people are malnourished.  Globally, over 
614 million women between the reproduc-
tive ages of  15-49 years are anaemic. 

India is facing a serious burden of  mal-
nutrition as well as obesity. Despite the ef-
forts of  the government, the nutrition and 
hygiene standards of  India continue to re-
main poor. The latest Global Nutrition Re-
port 2017 placed India at the bottom of the 
table in a pool of  140 countries. India leads 
the way with 51 percent women suffering 
from anaemia. India is followed by China, 
Pakistan, Nigeria and Indonesia.

India is facing a serious threat of  under-
nutrition where more than half  of  the wom-
en of  reproductive age suffer from anaemia. 
According to the State of  Food Security 
and Nutrition in the World 2017report, the 
number of  undernourished people in the 
world increased to an estimated 815 million 
in 2016, up from 777 million in 2015. Data 
from the report showed that India is home 
to 190.7 million of  them—a 14.5% preva-
lence of  hunger vis-a-vis its total population.

 The numbers are disappointing. About 
38 per cent of  the children under five are af-
fected by stunting and about 21 per cent of  
children under 5 have been defined as ‘wast-
ed’ or ‘severely wasted’ – which means that 
they do not weigh enough for their height. 

Moreover, 51 per cent of  the women of  re-
productive age suffer from anemia and more 
than 22 per cent of  adult women are over-
weight. The percentage of  overweight men 
in the country is slightly lower and stands at 
16 per cent of  adult men.

Overweight and obesity are on the in-
crease in almost every country In India, 16 
per cent of  adult men and 22 per cent adult 
women are overweight, says GNR-2017.

Malnutrition is the single largest factor 
contributing to child mortality. It makes 
children fatally vulnerable to diarrhoea, ma-
laria and respiratory infections. According 
to health experts, more than 50% of child 
mortality under five years of  age can be at-
tributed to malnutrition. And for those who 
survive, they remain vulnerable for the rest 
of  their lives, which, in any case, cannot 
be normal—worse, they are just one illness 
away from plunging back into poverty or 
deeper into it as the case may be.

The report further states the dismal state 
of  nutrition in the country. 69 percent of  
children under the age of  5 years are anae-
mic and 45 percent of  adolescent girls have 
a low body mass index. Over 38% of chil-
dren in India have stunted growth while 
another 21 percent have a wasted growth. 
Despite this, one in every 5 women in the 
country is obese.

Nutrition should become a priority issue 
at national and sub-national levels. The need 
to systemically address underlying causes of  
malnutrition in India is an urgency that can-
not be postponed for the following reasons: 
One, poor nutrition is poor economics. Poor 
nutrition is poor humanity. The World Bank 
estimates that India loses 2-3 per cent of  its 
annual GDP by way of  lower productivity, 
the underlying cause of  which is malnu-
trition. We need a radical overhaul of  our 
community outreach programmes to meet 
the needs of  the very young, pay close atten-
tion to women’s health, invest in preventive 
public health services such as clean water 
and sanitation, provide farm incentives to 
promote food diversity, and launch an effec-
tive nutrition education campaign to ensure 
that young children are fed adequately.

For health and nutrition security there 
has to be Awareness, and Access at Afford-
able Cost to Balanced diet at household 
and individual level, knowledge of  right 
feeding practices, clean environment and 
safe drinking water, and health care out-
reach- primary and curative. Education, 
particularly of  women is important for op-
timum utilisation of  the available services 
and creating demand. For under nutrition, 
especially, major efforts are needed to close 
the inequality gap.”

Microscopes enhanced 
with artificial intel-
ligence (AI) could 
help in the quick and 

accurate diagnosis of  the deadly 
blood infections, which may im-
prove patients' odds of  survival, 
according to a study.

The bacteria that most often 
cause bloodstream infections in-
clude the rod-shaped bacteria in-
cluding Escherichia coli or E.coli, 
the round clusters of  Staphylo-
coccus species, and the pairs or 
chains of  Streptococcus species.

Rapid identification and de-
livery of  antibiotic medications 
is the key to treating bloodstream 

infections, which can kill up to 40 
per cent of  patients who develop 
them. 

In the study, led by scientists 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Centre (BIDMC) in Boston, used 
an automated microscope de-
signed to collect high-resolution 
image data from microscopic 
slides. 

A convolutional neural net-
work (CNN) -- a class of artificial 
intelligence modelled on the mam-
malian visual cortex and used to 
analyse visual data -- was trained 
to categorise bacteria based on 
their shape and distribution. 

To train the AI system, the 

scientists fed the neural network 
more than 100,000 images from 
blood samples. 

The machine intelligence 
learned how to sort the images 
into the three categories of  bac-
teria -- rod-shaped, round clus-
ters, and round chains or pairs 
-- ultimately achieving nearly 95 
per cent accuracy, the researchers 
said.

"This marks the first demon-
stration of machine learning in the 
diagnostic area," said James Kirby, 
Director at the Clinical Microbiol-
ogy Laboratory at BIDMC. 

"With further development, 
we believe this technology could 

form the basis of  a future diagnos-
tic platform that augments the ca-
pabilities of  clinical laboratories, 
ultimately speeding the delivery 
of  patient care," Kirby added, in 
the paper published in the Journal 
of  Clinical Microbiology. 

Automated classification can 
also ameliorate the shortage of  
human technologists by helping 
them work more efficiently, "con-
ceivably reducing technologist 
read time from minutes to sec-
onds", Kirby suggested.

In addition, the new tool could 
also have applications in microbi-
ology training and research.

Source: IANS

Women with high blood sugar 
early in pregnancy may raise 
their baby's risk of  developing a 
congenital heart defect, accord-

ing to a study.
While it has been long known that diabe-

tes in pregnancy raises the odds for congenital 
heart defects in babies. 

The new findings reveal that risk extends 
even to women without diabetes in their earli-
est part of  pregnancy, when the foetal heart is 
forming.

"Most women who have a child with con-
genital heart disease are not diabetic," said 
James Priest, assistant professor at the Stan-

ford University in California. 
The results showed that the risk of  giving 

birth to a child with a congenital heart defect 
was elevated by 8 per cent for every increase 
of  10 milligrams per deciliter in blood glucose 
levels in the early stages of  pregnancy.

"We found that in women who don't al-
ready have diabetes or develop diabetes during 
pregnancy, we can still measure risk for having 
a child with congenital heart disease by look-
ing at their glucose values during the first tri-
mester of  pregnancy," Priest added.

For the study, published in The Journal 
of  Paediatrics, the team examined medical 
records from 19,107 pairs of  mothers and their 

babies born between 2009 and 2015, which 
included details of  the mothers' prenatal care, 
including blood test results and any cardiac di-
agnoses made for the babies during pregnancy 
or after birth. 

The study may be helpful to measure blood 
glucose early in pregnancy in all pregnant 
women to help determine which individuals 
are at greater risk for having a baby with a 
heart defect.

"Knowing about defects prenatally improves 
outcomes because mothers can receive special-
ised care that increases their babies' chances of  
being healthier after birth," Priest added. 

Source: IANS

Call it admonition from 
parents and behaviour-
al experts or self-intro-
spection but Facebook 

has for the first time admitted 
that passively scrolling through 
posts on the social media plat-
form can make people feel worse 
-- while active engagement on 
the platform may have the op-
posite effect.

Citing scientific research on 
well-being and social media, 
Facebook on Friday highlighted 
the two sides of  using social me-
dia -- the good and the bad.

"According to the research, it 
really comes down to how you 
use the technology," Facebook 
said in a blog post.

For example, on social me-
dia, you can passively scroll 

through posts, much like watch-
ing TV, or actively interact with 
friends -- messaging and com-
menting on each other's posts. 

"Just like in person, interact-
ing with people you care about 
can be beneficial, while simply 
watching others from the side-
lines may make you feel worse," 
wrote Facebook's Director of  
Research David Ginsberg and its 
Research Scientist Moira Burke.

The researchers cited one ex-
periment in which University of  
Michigan students randomly as-
signed to read Facebook for 10 
minutes were in a worse mood at 
the end of  the day than students 
assigned to post or talk to friends 
on Facebook. 

A study from University of  
California San Diego and Yale 

found that people who clicked 
on about four times as many 
links as the average person, or 
who liked twice as many posts, 
reported worse mental health 
than average in a survey. 

Why it is so is not clear, but 
researchers believe that reading 
about others online might lead 
to negative social comparison -- 
and perhaps even more so than 
offline, since people's posts are 
often more curated and flatter-
ing. 

Another theory is that the 
Internet takes people away from 
social engagement in person.

"On the other hand, ac-
tively interacting with people 
-- especially sharing messages, 
posts and comments with close 
friends and reminiscing about 

past interactions -- is linked to 
improvements in well-being," 
the Facebook post said.

A study Facebook conduct-
ed with Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity found that people who 
sent or received more messages, 
comments and Timeline posts 
reported improvements in social 
support, depression and loneli-
ness. 

The positive effects were 
even stronger when people 
talked with their close friends 
online, the study found.

"In sum, our research and 
other academic literature sug-
gests that it's about how you use 
social media that matters when 
it comes to your well-being," 
Ginsberg and Burke wrote.

Source: IANS

Humility toward 
God will make 

us gentle toward 
others.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today a piece 
of  information for which you’ve been search-
ing could become known. Your money man-
agement skills might be called upon to help 

out a friend or perhaps a family member. You’re likely 
to have some good pointers to pass on, and gratitude 
should be forthcoming. Put your nose to the grindstone 
and get going!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): With the shift-
ing planetary alignment, all of  your efforts over 
the past few weeks could finally bear fruit. Suc-
cess and good fortune are strongly indicated, 

especially where money is concerned. Worries about fi-
nances are likely to disappear, and you could even receive 
public recognition. This should be a satisfying period.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Don’t get too 
bogged down in details today. If  you keep try-
ing to perfect every aspect of  the package be-
fore you send it out, you’ll end up missing the 

boat and the package won’t go at all. Keep things moving 
quickly. Don’t worry so much about insignificant matters.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may be 
talking a lot today, but that’s natural. You have 
a great deal to say, so why not say it? You’ll 
have your way with very little effort. Enjoy 

yourself  and feel free to treat yourself  in the way you de-
serve to be treated. Respect yourself  and others will re-
spect you. Sit up straight and be proud of  who you are.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may find it 
hard to stick to a task today. Your mind may 
feel fragmented. It may be hard to focus. If  this 
is the case, don’t worry too much about it. Per-

haps it’s the Universe telling you that it’s OK not to focus. 
Keep things light and carefree. There’s no need to stress 
out about something that only exists in your mind.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Go out and play 
today. Escape your work mode and have fun. 
Drive someplace new and take a long walk out-
side with friends. You have a lot of  energy, so 

share your enthusiasm with others. There’s an exciting 
buzz in the air that you should tap into and contribute to. 
Take a break from the mundane and have an adventure.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Get some of your 
thoughts on paper today. Communicate your feel-
ings in a journal or write letters or emails to people 
you haven’t seen in a while. Keep the tone light. 

You have a lot of information to share whether you realize it or 
not. This is a good day to dress up, go out, and have fun. Share 
a meal with friends and save your worries for another day.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re the certi-
fied expert on many topics, so spread your knowl-
edge around. Others will attend to your words. Use 
them carefully. You may jump from subject to sub-

ject, but that’s OK. The unexpected adventures you encounter 
will keep you entertained. Don’t worry about the consequenc-
es. Go out and have fun. The energy of the day is electric!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Don’t 
worry so much about others today. Your job is 
to have fun. Keep things balanced by not delv-
ing too deeply into one specific topic or project. 

The aspects indicate variety, so spend some time on many 
things. You may discover an untapped talent or a new in-
terest. Enjoy the exploration.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): If  you 
don’t express yourself  today, people might get 
the impression that something is wrong. The 
person you’re talking to may think that he or 

she is boring you. Contribute something to the conversa-
tion. Strong opinions are flying, and yours is as valid as 
anyone else’s. Keep it lively and witty.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a great 
day to shop. Join friends and hit the stores to add 
more beauty and pleasurable items to your life. 
Stay away from the cheap and shoddy. You de-

serve quality. Turn the expedition into a social event and 
have fun. You’ll have a great time with your friends even if  
you don’t buy anything.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel 
like you’re slowly plowing through mud, but 
things are starting to look up. A weight has 
been lifted and you’re ready to take flight. You 

might soon be back to your old self  again. At the very 
least, it somehow feels easier to be you. The time is right 
to throw a party or hang out with a large group of  friends.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Wire Analysis

Ophelia Deroy | Aeon

The court is bizarrely silent on 
whether Aadhaar enrolment IDs 
can be made mandatory for all 
services and benefits.

The unanimous order of  the five-judge 
constitution bench of  the Supreme Court 
in the prayer for interim relief  in the Aad-
haar case, falls short of  expectations for 
several reasons.

The order – written by Justice 
D.Y.Chandrachud, on behalf  of  himself, 
the Chief  Justice of  India, Dipak Misra 
and justices A.K.Sikri, A.M.Khanwilkar 
and Ashok Bhushan – fails to provide any 
effective interim relief  apart from extend-
ing the deadline for Aadhaar linkage for all 
purposes until March 31, 2018.

Thus, the bench has accepted attorney 
general K.K.Venugopal’s statement that the 
Centre has extended the deadline for Aad-
haar linkage with all schemes of  its minis-
tries and departments until March 31, 2018. 
As far as Aadhaar linkage with existing 
bank accounts is concerned, the Centre pro-
posed that the last date for the completion 
of  the process might be extended to March 
31, 2018.  The bench accepted this proposal 
too and drafted its order accordingly.

The bench perhaps assumed that since 
it has scheduled the hearing of  the main pe-
titions challenging the Aadhaar Act from 
January 17, 2018, it would be able to re-
solve the issues at the earliest, before the 
fresh deadline announced by the Centre 
nears. “This will ensure clarity for citizens 
on the one hand and for the Union and the 
state governments and the instrumentali-
ties on the other hand”, the bench noted in 
its order.

What has been left unanswered how-
ever is whether the Centre and state gov-
ernments can, in the interim, continue to 
essentially make Aadhaar mandatory by 
insisting that people produce proof  of  hav-
ing applied for an Aadhaar number.

The order, while keeping silent on this 
aspect, has largely endorsed this concern 
nevertheless when it comes to opening new 

bank accounts.
Thus the order reads:
“Insofar as the new bank accounts are con-
cerned, while the last date for completing 
the process of  Aadhaar linking may be 
extended until 31 March 2018, persons de-
sirous to open new accounts shall produce 
proof  to the bank of  an application having 
been submitted for obtaining an Aadhaar 
card together with the application number 
which shall be supplied to the account 
opening bank.”

That such an order would defeat the 
very purpose of  seeking interim relief  is 
obvious to anyone who followed the argu-
ments before the bench on Thursday. There 
is nothing to stop the Centre and states 
from insisting on similar proof  of  applica-
tion having been submitted for obtaining 
an Aadhaar card together with the applica-
tion number for other benefits and services 
because the court itself  has endorsed such 
an approach.

For inexplicable reasons, the bench left 
the question of  whether the Centre and the 
states could make the the Aadhaar enrol-
ment ID mandatory for benefits and serv-
ices, other than the opening of  new bank 
accounts, vague. On one hand, it could 
be suggested that as the bench specifically 
mentioned this in the case of  opening of  
new bank accounts, it could be inferred 
that a similar approach cannot be adopted 
by the Centre or the States in the case of  
extension of  other benefits or services. Af-
ter all, if  the court wanted it to be so, it 
could have mentioned it clearly.

On the other hand, the silence of  the 
order on this question could be easily mis-
interpreted by the Centre and the states in 
favour of  compulsion. Besides, the court 
has not given any reasons why such proof  
of  submission of  application for obtaining 
an Aadhaar number is mandatory only for 
opening of  new bank accounts.
Legal aberrations
The bench has displayed similar callous-
ness in the case of  mandatory require-
ment of   Aadhaar-based E-KYC for mo-

bile phone subscribers. The Centre claims 
that a bench of  two judges of  the Supreme 
Court in Lokniti Foundation v Union of  
India and another, made it mandatory on 
February 6 2017. Although the constitu-
tion bench has extended the deadline for 
this purpose to March 31, 2018, it has cho-
sen to ignore the criticism expressed by the 
petitioners’ counsel, Shyam Divan that the 
two-judge bench’s order in that case went 
against the earlier constitution bench’s or-
der of  October 15, 2015 – because mobile 
phone subscriptions are not one of  the six 
schemes approved for use of  Aadhaar card 
in the 2015 order.  

Divan also argued that there is noth-
ing in the February 6, 2017 order that 
mandates the linking of  mobile with Aad-
haar number. There was no answer to this 
from the attorney general on Thursday. 
Therefore, how did the constitution bench 
condone the aberration of  the two-judge 
bench’s order of  February 6, 2017?  Mere 
extension of  deadline for this purpose, 
from February 6, 2018 to March 31, 2018, 
cannot correct it.

 A clarification, therefore, would have 
been in order.

The constitution bench also missed 
another opportunity to correct a similar 
aberration, caused by a two-judge bench 
in Binoy Viswam v Union of  India, in the 
challenge to the validity of  Section 139AA 
of  the Income Tax Act, which made link-
ing of  Aadhaar with PAN mandatory for 
filing of  income tax returns. The judgment 
in Binoy Viswam has been interpreted in 
different manners, with some claiming that 
it is flawed because the petitioners were 
deprived of  challenging the impugned pro-
vision on the privacy ground because the 
nine-judge constitution bench to consider 
the right to privacy was not yet constituted 
then. The Central Board of  Direct Taxes, 
interpreting the judgment, had clarified 
that persons without Aadhaar must obtain 
one if  they wish to file their tax returns.  
For those, who already have Aadhaar, there 
appeared to be no option, but to link their 
PAN with their Aadhaar numbers.  

The judgment in Binoy Viswam has giv-
en relief  only in terms of  the consequenc-
es of  not furnishing the Aadhaar number 
while filing returns, it appears. Still, a five 
-judge bench, assembling after the nine-
judge bench judgment on privacy, could 
have moulded the interim relief  in accord-
ance with the privacy judgment, in the mat-
ter of  linking PAN with Aadhaar, without 
making it mandatory.  

Instead, the Friday order of  the con-
stitution bench reads tersely, without any 
reasoning: “We also clarify that in so far 
as the provisions of  Section 139AA of  the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 are concerned, the 
matter stands governed by the judgment of  
this Court in Binoy Visman (sic) v Union 
of  India.”

Indeed, today’s order faithfully repro-
duces the primary submission of  the peti-
tioners as follows:

(i)  Aadhaar Cards could permissibly be 
utilised only for six schemes (two of  them 
provided for in the order dated 11 August 
2015 and four in the order dated 15 Octo-
ber 2015;

(ii) the Union Government was directed 
to strictly follow the earlier orders of  this 
Court commencing from 23 September 
2013; and

(iii) the Aadhaar card scheme was to 
be purely voluntary and could not be made 
mandatory until the matter  is finally de-
cided by this Court.

The six schemes mentioned in the previ-
ous orders are the public distribution scheme 
(PDS), LPG distribution scheme, the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), 
National Social Assistance Programme 
(Old age pensions, widow pensions, dis-
ability pensions), the Prime Minister’s Jan 
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) and Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO).  

The order also quotes Shyam Divan, 
senior counsel for the petitioners, as hav-
ing urged that since the interim order dated 
March 15, 2015  governs the field, it was 
the obligation of  the Centre to seek a vari-
ation of  the interim directions after the 

enactment of  the Aadhaar Act, 2016 be-
fore making it mandatory to uplink or pro-
vide details of  the Unique Identification 
Number/Aadhaar card for all purposes.

The order quotes another senior coun-
sel for the petitioner, Gopal Subramanium, 
as having advanced the submission that 
the issue involves the paramountcy of  the 
court and of  the judicial process.  “In the 
submission of  the learned counsel, the ex-
ercise of  the judicial power in the form of  
the interim order dated 15 October 2015 
(and the earlier orders) was to insulate citi-
zens against any form of  compulsion, this 
being in aid of  protecting their fundamen-
tal rights”, the order adds.

As against these submissions of  the pe-
titioners, attorney general K.K.Venugopal 
urged that the interim directions were is-
sued in the absence of  a legislative frame-
work. “After Parliament has enacted the 
Aadhaar Act, 2016 (which came into force 
on 12 July 2016), the interim orders would, 
in his submission, not pose any impedi-
ment to enforcing the provisions of  the law, 
duly enacted.  Moreover, the reasonable-
ness of  each notification would have to be 
justified by the department concerned”, the 
order reads.

It is reasonable to expect that the bench 
might  require more time to resolve these 
contending positions in law. But as senior 
counsel Sanjay Hegde, who was repre-
senting one of  the petitioners, argued be-
fore the bench on Thursday, interim relief  
should take into account the balance of  
convenience, and the irretrievable injustice 
that might result if  the Aadhaar card is per-
mitted to be mandatory, even for the inter-
regnum, till the Supreme Court resolves the 
issue finally one way or the other. Viewed 
from this perspective, today’s order is far 
from satisfactory.  

As another senior counsel for the peti-
tioners, Meenakshi Arora, submitted be-
fore the bench on Thursday, heavens would 
not have fallen, if  the court  granted a stay 
on the 139 circulars, brought to its notice, 
for violating its own previous directive on 
keeping Aadhaar enrolment voluntary.

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible
To feeling as to sight?

Macbeth (Act II, scene 1), William Shake-
speare 

As virtual reality headsets hit the 
market, they bring with them 
the echoes of  Macbeth’s words: 
the world they immerse you in 

might look or even sound right, but can’t be 
touched or grasped. Seeing a dagger on the 
table before you, you might try to reach for 
it, but as your arm simply goes through the 
air, you are left with the ghostly feeling that 
things are not so real. Impalpable objects 
are not convincing, and integrating touch 
into new technologies is the next frontier. 
But why, to Macbeth and to us, does touch 
matter so much? What does it bring, that 
vision doesn’t?

Missing a whole family of  sensations 
can be disturbing – yet the absence of  tactile 
experiences seems to have more damaging 
consequences than the absence of  other ex-
periences, for instance olfactory ones.

Contrary to the proverbial expression 
that ‘seeing is believing’, it is touch that 
secures our epistemic grip on reality. Eve-
ryday situations show that touch is the ‘fact-
checking’ sense. Salesmen know it well: if  
a client hesitates to buy a product, handing 

it over for her to touch is likely to seal the 
deal. We all like to feel our wallets in our 
bags, even when we just put them there. De-
spite numerous signs asking visitors not to 
touch the artworks on display, guards need 
to regularly stop people from reaching out 
and touching fragile statues and canvasses. 
But what does touch bring if  vision already 
tells you everything you need to know?

A long-standing response in philosophy 
agrees that touch is more objective than the 
other senses. For instance, when Samuel 
Johnson wanted to demonstrate the absurd-
ity of  Bishop Berkeley’s idea that mate-
rial objects do not exist, he kicked his foot 
against a large stone, and triumphantly as-
serted: ‘I refute it thus.’ Pointing at the col-
oured shape was not sufficient, but Johnson 
assumed that touch would be unquestion-
able. The resistance of  solid objects through 
touch is meant to provide us with the expe-
rience that there are things out there, inde-
pendent of  us and our will.

But is touch really the ‘sense of  reality’? 
Certainly not. It generally gives no better or 
more immediate access to reality than the 
other senses. Whether it provides more ac-
curate information than vision, say on an 
object’s shape, its material or size, depends 
on the circumstances of  sensing. Some-
times touch is better; sometimes vision is. 
We might well be misled by the impression 
it gives of  ‘direct’ contact with reality: tac-

tile processing is highly mediated, and rests 
on expectations and unconscious inferences 
perhaps, even more complex than the other 
senses, so there are many ways in which our 
beliefs and other sensory experience can re-
sult in a misleading conclusion. It is at least 
as subject to illusions as vision. We just 
don’t hear about tactile illusions that often. 
To take only one example, many people are 
surprised to learn that the button on their 
phones does not really move when pressed: 
the impression that it does is created by a vi-
bration, which fools the brain into inferring 
that something was pressed. Switch off  the 
phone and repeat the action, and you will 
realise that the surface cannot be moved at 
all.

If  touch has no general advantage over 
vision and is just as subject to illusion, why 
do we put so much faith in it? If  touch does 
not provide us with a more direct or a more 
objective representation of  the world, how 
can we explain a widespread feeling that it 
does?

An important aspect of  touch is often 
missed: touching is more psychologically 
reassuring than seeing. Touch does not al-
ways make us experience things better, but 
it certainly makes us feel better about what 
we experience. Even when we can see that 
the keys are in our bags, we are much more 
certain that they are once we’ve touched 
them.

What might seem almost superstitious 
at first could however have deeper reasons. 
The assurance that touch gives us makes 
it rather special in our epistemic life. René 
Descartes came close to this diagnosis when 
he noted that the evidence we got from 
touch was somewhat harder to discard: 
‘Of  all our senses,’ he wrote in The World 
(1633), ‘touch is the one considered least 
deceptive and the most secure.’ We have 
perhaps to remember the biblical story of  
doubting Thomas to understand the privi-
lege of  touch: Thomas had to touch Christ’s 
wounds to be convinced the person in front 
of  him was Jesus.

The story of  Thomas tells us something 
important. Touching ‘to be sure’ is especial-
ly relevant when our other senses or beliefs 
create a situation of  high uncertainty. Indi-
viduals with obsessive compulsive disorder 
keep touching the objects of  their anxiety, 
even though they can look at them: they 
return to turn off  the tap, even when they 
can see or hear that no water is dripping. 
Research also shows that people experience 
apprehension when interacting with graphi-
cal user interfaces that display objects that 
cannot be touched. Touching reassures; 
knowing that things can’t be touched can 
create anxiety.

Now why would touch bring us more 
certainty? This verdict is at odds with what 
cognitive science tells us. Our feelings of  

certainty should track correctness, so that 
cases where we trust touch more than vi-
sion should be the ones where touching 
provides more accurate information than 
looking. But this is not what explains the 
attitude of  Thomas, obsessive compulsive 
patients or the frustration of  virtual reality 
users. The reasons why touch brings us re-
assurance and certainty might run deep into 
what more broadly constitutes our subjec-
tive feelings of  confidence.

Perhaps we trust touch more because 
we feel more active and in charge when we 
explore something by touch than through 
vision. This is a subjective impression, as 
we also actively move our eyes when we 
see, but the fact that we move our hands 
over surfaces might explain why we are 
also more confident in what we touch: we 
believe that we have actively collected and 
sampled the evidence, rather than passively 
received it. Feeling that we have ‘done this 
ourselves’, we are more certain that it is re-
liable. There could also be something even 
more basic and affective going on in such 
cases, perhaps relating to a newborn’s ex-
perience of  her surroundings. It is as if  we 
are clinging to the world rather than seek-
ing knowledge of  it. We might think we are 
reaching for better information when we 
touch the visible objects around us, but per-
haps we are simply betraying a basic need 
for reassurance.

Scientists have succeeded in de-
veloping an effective method 
to treat the often lethal airway 
infections with nanoparticles 

that transport the antibiotics more ef-
ficiently to their destination.

Mucoviscidosis, also known as 
cystic fibrosis, is an inherited life-
threatening disorder that damages 
the lungs and digestive system.

The lung is so significantly dam-
aged that patients often die or need 
to have a lung transplant. Permanent 
treatment with inhaled antibiotics 
play a considerable part in this. 

While, the treatment can not 
avoid the colonisation by bacteria 
completely but it can keep it in check 
for a longer period of  time. 

The bacteria defends themselves 

with a development of  resistance, 
but with the growth of  so-called bio-
films underneath the layer of  mucus, 
which mostly block off  the bacteria 
in the lower rows like a protective 
shield.

“Typically, the drugs are applied 
by inhalation in the body. Then they 
make a complicated way through the 
body to the pathogens and many of  
them don’t make it to their destina-
tion,” Dagmar Fischer, Chair for 
Pharmaceutical Technology at the 
University of  Jena, in Germany, said 
in a statement.

To overcome the strong defense, 
the researchers encapsulated the ac-
tive agents, like the antibiotic To-
bramycin, in a polyester polymer. 

Thus, they created a nanoparticle 

which they then tested in the labora-
tory where they beforehand had sim-
ulated the present lung situation, in 
a static as well as in a dynamic state, 
i.e. with simulated flow movements. 

The scientists discovered that 
their nanoparticle travels more eas-
ily through the sponge-like net of  the 
mucus layer and is finally able to kill 
off  the pathogens without any prob-
lems. 

Moreover, an additionally applied 
coating of  polyethylenglycol makes it 
nearly invisible for the immune sys-
tem. 

“All materials of  a nanocarrier 
are biocompatible, biodegradable, 
nontoxic and therefore not dangerous 
for humans,” the researchers noted.

Source: IANS

Young men suffering 
from erectile dysfunc-
tion may be at an in-
creased risk of  devel-

oping heart disease -- the leading 
cause of  death among men world-
wide, finds a study.

The findings suggested that 
erectile dysfunction -- afflicting 
more than half  of  men aged 40-
70 years and greater than 70 per 
cent of  men over age 70 -- can be 
a simple and effective marker of  
underlying risk of  subclinical car-
diovascular disease. 

“Our study indicate that 
[young] men [with erectile dys-
function] are at greater risk of  
having identifiable subclinical 
cardiovascular disease and will 

benefit from an active disease 
work-up,” said researchers led by 
Chukwuemeka Osondu (Baptist 
Health South Florida).

“Measures of  erectile dysfunc-
tion could be a simple effective 
cardiovascular disease risk stratifi-
cation tool, particularly in young 
men who are less likely to undergo 
aggressive cardiovascular risk as-
sessment and management,” re-
searchers noted.

For the study, published in the 
journal Vascular Medicine, the 
team conducted a systematic re-
view and meta-analysis of  28 stud-
ies that examined the link between 
erectile dysfunction and measures 
of  early cardiovascular disease. 

They reported a significant as-

sociation of  erectile dysfunction 
with impaired endothelial func-
tion -- a marker of  the ability of  
blood vessels to relax that is an 
early event in vascular disease de-
velopment. 

In addition, erectile dysfunc-
tion was associated with increased 
carotid intimal medial thickness 
(carotid IMT) -- an early manifes-
tation of  atherosclerosis. 

“Our study supports a more 
aggressive cardiovascular disease 
risk assessment and management 
for persons with erectile dysfunc-
tion, including young men who 
may otherwise be categorised as 
low risk due to their young ages,” 
the researchers noted.

Source: IANS

Supreme Court’s Interim Order on Aadhaar Fails to Bring Relief to UID Holdouts

Why You Need to Touch Your Keys to Believe They’re in Your Bag

Nanoparticles May Be Solution Against Antibiotic Resistance Erectile Dysfunction May Signal Heart Disease Risk
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Woman among four suspected 
Naxals held in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Dec. 16 (PTI): Four suspected Naxals, 
including a woman, were arrested in Chhattisgarh’s 
insurgency-hit Bijapur district today, police said. A 
joint team of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
and district police force arrested them during a search 
operation in a forest near Karkadora-Beltipadar villages 
under Bhairamgarh police station limits.The arrested 
rebels were identified as Pidoram Poyam (35), Chinna 
Bhaskar (44), Sukhram Bhaskar (25) and a woman 
named Sukhmati Hemla (25). They were allegedly 
involved in a recent incident of  torching of  a road 
construction vehicle in the area.

9-yr old girl killed; two injured as 
wall collapses in school 
Amethi, Dec. 16 (PTI): A nine-year-old girl was killed, 
while two other girls were injured, when the wall of a 
private school collapsed here today, the police said. The 
deceased and the two injured girls were students of the 
school, located in the Ayodhya Nagar area of the district, 
they added. The incident took place in the morning. 
The deceased girl was identified as Monica (9), a Class 
3 student, the police said. Additional Superintendent of  
Police B C Dubey said the two injured girls were admitted 
to a community health centre. The police as well as the 
district administration were looking into the incident, he 
said, adding that a strict action was likely to be initiated 
against the school management.

Woman alleges rape by two men, 
one arrested 
Noida, Dec. 16 (PTI): A woman has alleged that she 
was raped by two men in Sector 63 in Noida, police 
said today. The woman, a resident of  Mamura area, 
alleged that Aakash and Anil forcibly took her to an 
office property in Sector 63 on a motorbike last night, 
and there they raped her. Aakash has been arrested and 
police officials were looking out for Anil, who has been 
absconding since the incident, the police said. A medical 
examination of  the woman was being conducted. 
In another incident, a 10-year-old girl was allegedly 
molested by a man, identified as Sandeep, in Sector 
49. The girl’s father has lodged an FIR with the police, 
alleging Sandeep molested his daughter when she was 
alone at home last night.

Re-polling at six booths in 
Gujarat on Dec.17
Ahmedabad, Dec. 16 (PTI): The Election Commission 
today said re-polling will be conducted at six booths in 
four assembly constituencies in Gujarat tomorrow. Fresh 
voting will be held at two booths each in Viramgam 
and Savli constituencies and one each in Vadgam and 
Daskroi constituencies. The poll body, however, did 
not specify the reason for fresh polling. Chhaniyana-1 
and 2 polling booths in Vadgam, Viramgam-27 booth 
in Viramgam, Nava Naroda in Daskroi and Nhara and 
Sankrada booths in Savli will have re-polling, the EC said. 
Dalit leader Jignesh Mevani contested from the Vadgam 
constituency. The EC also ordered that Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips should be counted at 10 
booths in seven constituencies, as the presiding officers of  
these booths had failed to wipe out the votes cast during 
the mock poll from control units Also, there would be 
random counting of VVPATs at a booth each in every 
constituency when votes would be tallied across the state 
on December 18.

20 Forest personnel injured in 
attack by timber smugglers 
Berhampur (Odisha), Dec. 16 (PTI): At least 20 forest 
personnel were injured when timber smugglers attacked 
them in Ganjam district today. The timber smugglers 
also damaged two vehicles of  the Forest department 
during the incident that took place in Badagada dense 
forest, Forest officials said. The incident took place 
during a raid by a team of around 30 Forest personnel 
in the jungle to crack down smuggling of timber in the 
area, said Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Ghumusar 
South, B K Acharya. The team members, belonging to 
Badagada and Mohana forest range, were attacked with 
axe and bamboo sticks by the smugglers, police said. 
DFO (Berhampur) Asish Kumar Behera also rushed 
to the area to take stock of the situation and to inquire 
about the condition of the forest personnel. After getting 
information about the incident, police personnel from 
Badagada rushed to the spot to rescue the forest staff. 
“We rescued the forest personnel from the forest area,” 
said inspector-in-Charge (IIC) of  Badagada police 
station, Jibananand Das. 

Girl killing: Police outpost in-charge 
removed for negligence 
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Dec. 16 (PTI): A police outpost 
in- charge has been removed from post for alleged 
negligence after an 18-year-old girl was hacked to death 
by a jilted lover in Uttar Pradesh’s Shamli district, police 
said today. The Class 12 girl was killed with a sickle at 
Ghar Shayam village in Kandhla police station area of  
Shamli on Wednesday when she was returning home 
from college. Police outpost in-charge Kailash Chand 
was removed last evening for negligence of  duty, 
Kandhla police station SHO O P Choudhary said. 
Yesterday, family members of the girl staged a protest. 
The main accused, Amarpal (26), has been arrested and 
the weapon used in the crime seized. Three other people 
were with Amarpal when he attacked the girl. Tension 
prevailed in the village as the girl and the accused 
belonged to different communities, police said. Security 
has been tightened in the area.

Man, his family held for killing wife in 
Northwest Delhi
New Delhi, Dec. 16 (PTI): A man and his family 
members have been arrested here for allegedly killed 
his wife and then dumping her body in Uttarakhand’s 
Mussoorie, the police said today. The man had lodged a 
missing complaint with the police but was subsequently 
arrested after the woman’s parents expressed suspicion 
about him, they said. The incident was reported from 
northwest Delhi’s Rani Bagh. Silky Arora’s husband 
Lalit killed her earlier this month, police said. Lalit 
was allegedly helped by his brother and his wife, her 
brother and his father. They took her body and threw it 
in a valley in Mussoorie, they said. On December 11, 
Lalit approached police and alleged that his wife had 
gone missing. Police contacted the woman’s family 
who expressed suspicion that their son-in-law might 
have something to do with her disappearance. Lalit was 
then questioned and subsequently confessed to killing 
his wife and dumping her body, the police said. The 
couple had regular fights and Lalit was upset over it. 
Five persons, including Lalit and his sister-in-law, were 
arrested, they said. The body was today recovered from 
Mussoorie with the help of ITBP and local police, the 
police said.

Disabled people have right 
to get higher education — SC

Army totally geared to face any situation in Dokalam — GOC- in-C 

We have to create our own Google, 
Facebook, Alibaba — Sinha

Medical officer accuses BJP MLA of threatening him

Indian Army’s White Knight 
Corps commemorate Vijay Diwas

Andhra Pradesh to be positioned 
as education hub — Naidu

Doctors were advised not 
to disclose Jayalalithaa’s 
condition — Prathap Reddy

Coal scam: Ex-J’khand 
CM Koda, former coal 
secy. get 3 yrs in jail  

No mercy for those discriminating 
on basis of caste, religion— VP

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 
People with disablility have a 
right to get higher education 
and not making adequate 
provisions to facilitate their 
proper education would 
amount to “discrimination”, 
the Supreme Court said 
today.

Ir directed the govern-
ment institutions of higher 
education and other such 
institutions, which were re-
ceiving aid from the govern-
ment, to comply with the 
provisions of the Rights of  
Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016.

The Act provides for 
reservation of not less than 
five per cent seats for per-
sons with benchmark dis-
abilities.

A bench of justices A K 
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan 
said that appropriate con-
sequential action under the 
provisions of the Act would 
be initiated against the de-
faulting educational institu-
tions.

It asked the University 
Grants Commission (UGC) 
to constitute a committee 

to consider the feasibility 
of having guidelines for ac-
cessibility of  students with 
disabilities in universities 
and colleges.

It said the committee 
would undertake a detailed 
study to make provisions 
in respect of  accessibility 
and facilities of teaching for 
disabled persons and would 
also suggest the modalities 
for implementing those sug-
gestions, their funding and 
monitoring.

“The expert committee 
may also consider feasibility 
of constituting an in-house 
body in each educational 
institution (of teachers, staff, 
students and parents) for 
taking care of  day-to-day 
needs of  differently abled 
persons as well as for imple-
mentation of  the schemes 
that would be devised by 
the expert committee,” the 
bench said, adding that the 
exercise be completed by 
June 30 next year.

It said that an action 
taken report in this regard be 
placed before it in July 2018.

The court’s verdict came 

on a plea which had raised 
three key issues, including 
the non-implementation 
of  reservation of  seats in 
educational institutions as 
provided in the Act and 
provision for proper access 
to orthopaedically disabled 
persons so allow them to 
freely move in educational 
institutions.

The bench noted that 
a provision under the 2016 
Act provided that persons 
with benchmark disabilities 
shall be given an upper age 
relaxation of  five years for 
admission in institutions of  
higher education.

The court said such edu-
cational institutions shall 
submit a list of  number of  
disabled persons admitted in 
each course every year to the 
chief commissioner or state 
commissioner.

It said it raised the criti-
cal issue of creating a level- 
playing field where all the 
citizens have equality of  
fair opportunities to enable 
them to realise their full 
potential and experience 
well-being.

“To ensure the level-
playing field, it is not only 
essential to give necessary 
education to the persons suf-
fering from the disability, it 
is also imperative to see that 
such education is imparted 
to them in a fruitful man-
ner,” it said.

The bench said that such 
requirement was to ensure 
that a student with disabil-
ity, after proper education, 
would be able to lead an 
independent, economically 
self-sufficient and fully par-
ticipatory life.

Regarding the law col-
leges, the court said inti-
mation about number of  
admission given to disabled 
students be sent to the Bar 
Council of India (BCI).

“Other educational 
institutions will notify the 
compliance, each year, to 
the UGC. It will be within 
the discretion of  the BCI 
and/or UGC to carry out 
inspections of  such educa-
tional institutions to verify 
as to whether the provisions 
are complied with or not,” 
it said.

Kolkata, Dec. 16 (PTI): The Army is 
totally geared up to face any situation in 
the Dokalam sector and any mischief  
will be dealt with “properly”, General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Lt. 
Gen. Abhay Krishna of  the Eastern 
Command said today.

He was asked about China report-
edly stationing its troops in Dokalam, 
where the two countries were locked in 
a standoff for over two months earlier 
this year after the Chinese army tried to 
build a road in the area claimed by In-
dian-ally Bhutan. India feared the road, 
if completed, would allow China to cut 
off its access to its northeastern states. 
The standoff ended in September after 
the two countries mutually agreed to 
withdraw their troops from the area.

Stating that he would not name an-
yone specifically, Lt. Gen. Krishna said 
the Indian Army is in high spirits and 
ready to take on any mischief. “We are 
totally prepared, geared up; let anybody 
do any mischief and he will get it back 
nice and proper,” he told reporters here.

Lt. Gen. Krishna was speaking at 
the Eastern Command headquarter at 
Fort William here after a wreath-laying 
ceremony on ‘Vijay Diwas’ to com-
memorate India’s victory over Pakistan 
in 1971, which led to the liberation of  
Bangladesh.

The road building effort by China 
and presence of  its troops at the tri-
junction between India, China and 
Bhutan had led to an eyeball-to-eyeball 
face off between New Delhi and Bei-

jing for 73 days from June 16.
Reports have said that China still 

has troops stationed a few hundred 
metres from the tri-junction in Doka-
lam sector.

Asked if the reports were verified, 
Lt Gen Krishna said a lot has been stat-
ed about them and he has nothing more 
to add. “The Indian Army is always in 
very high spirits, we are always ready to 
take on any mischief by anybody. I am 
not going to name anybody specifically.

“Territorial integrity is ingrained 
in our blood and for that we will go 
to any extent to ensure the territorial 
integrity,” he said. Asked if India was 
prepared for a two-front war, Lt Gen 
Krishna said the country was “un-
doubtedly” ready for any eventuality.

Panaji, Dec. 16 (PTI): Un-
ion Minister of  State for 
Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha 
on Saturday urged Indian 
entrepreneurs to develop 
products and services that 
will solve “the problems of  
our very own”. India must 
create its own success stories 
on the lines of global giants 
such as Google, Alibaba or 
Tencent, he said.

We should solve the 
problems of our very own,” 
Sinha said, speaking at ‘In-
dia Ideas Conclave 2017’, 
organised by India Founda-
tion in Panaji.

Indian entrepreneurs 
should develop products and 
services for domestic needs, 
he said. 

“Because if  we develop 
it for our people, same prod-
ucts and services will be used 
in all other places,” Sinha 
said, adding that “if we want 
to be the leader of 21st cen-
tury, India has to become 

Jammu, Dec .16 (PTI): 
Indian Army’s elite White 
Knight Corps today com-
memorated the ‘Vijay Di-
was’, which marks the vic-
tory of Indian armed forces 
over Pakistan in the 1971 
war.

General-officer-Com-
manding of  White Knight 
Corps, Lt Gen Saranjit 
Singh, laid wreath at the 
Ashwamedh Shaurya Sthal 
war memorial at Nagrota to 
mark the 46th anniversary 
of  India’s victory over Pa-
kistan. Officers and jawans 
of White Knight Corps paid 
their homage, a defence 
spokesman said.

On December 16 in 
1971, nearly 93,000 troops 
of  the Pakistan Army sur-

Visakhapatnam, Dec. 16 (PTI): Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu today said his government wants to 
develop the state as an education and knowl-
edge hub and is utilising infotech in a big way 
to achieve this goal.

“Education is very essential. Without 
education man can not develop. So I appeal 
to parents to give good education to their 
children instead of giving property.

The chief  minister was addressing a 
three-day conference, `Transforming Edu-
cation Conference for Humanity (TECH) 
2017’, here. The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has been utilising informational tech-
nology in a big way to usher in large-scale 

changes in the management of administra-
tion, Naidu said. The government’s aim 
is to position Andhra Pradesh as a hub of  
education and knowledge, he added.

Naidu said the government has estab-
lished 1,500 call centres to get quick informa-
tion on welfare schemes being implemented 
in the state. Speaking on the occasion, Union 
Minister of  State for Human Resources 
Development Satyapal Singh underlined the 
need for modern education, an area in which 
India lags behind.

Singh said the Union government will 
consider the request of the Andhra Pradesh 
government to establish a Centre of Excel-
lence in Visakhapatnam.

New Delhi, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Former Jharkhand chief  
minister Madhu Koda and 
ex-coal secretary H C Gupta 
were today sentenced to 
three years in jail in a coal 
scam case by a special court 
which said “white collar 
crimes” were more “dan-
gerous” to the society than 
ordinary crimes.

A K Basu,  former 
Jharkhand chief  secretary, 
and Vijay Joshi, a close aide 
of  the ex-chief  minister, 
were also awarded jail terms 
of  three years for indulg-
ing in corrupt practices and 
hatching a criminal con-
spiracy in the allocation of  
Rajhara North coal block in 
Jharkhand to Kolkata-based 
company, Vini Iron and 
Steel Udyog Ltd (VISUL).

Special CBI court judge 
Bharat Parashar also im-
posed fines of  Rs 50 lakh, 
Rs 25 lakh and Rs 1 lakh on 
VISUL, Koda and Gupta 
respectively in the UPA-era 
coal scam. Joshi will also 
have to pay a fine of Rs 25 
lakh and Basu Rs 1 lakh, the 
court here said.

“The average loss from 
ordinary crimes such as 
burglaries, robberies and 
larcenies etc. may run into 
few thousand rupees only 
but the loss which the white 
collar crimes may cause run 
not only in lakhs but in crore 
of rupees,” the judge said in 
his order on the quantum of  
sentence.

Parashar said, “The 
convicted persons do not 
deserve to be extended the 
benefit of probation.” 

The convicts were, how-
ever, granted statutory bail 
for a period of two months 
to enable them to file appeals 
in the Delhi High Court 
challenging the verdict.

With today’s sentenc-
ing, Koda would barred 

from venturing into electoral 
politics in the light of a 2013 
judgement of the Supreme 
Court.

So far, four out of  30 
coal block allocation scam 
cases have been decided by 
the special court, including 
today’s order, and 12 people 
and four companies held 
guilty.

After the sentence was 
pronounced, Koda told 
PTI that he was sad that 
he could not prove his in-
nocence despite his best 
efforts and would approach 
the high court after perusing 
the order and consulting his 
lawyers.

On the issue of the Rs 25 
lakh fine imposed on him, 
Koda said his bank accounts 
have been frozen and he will 
have to borrow the amount.

“I had put forth my 
views to prove my inno-
cence. I am sad because of  
the order and will approach 
the high court after reading 
the judgement and consult-
ing my advocates,” he said.

The convicts were tried 
for offences under sections 
120-B (criminal conspiracy) 
read with 420 (cheating) and 
409 (criminal breach of trust 
by public servants) of  the 
IPC and under provisions 
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

The CBI had said that 
the firm had applied for al-
location of  Rajhara North 
coal block on January 8, 
2007.

The CBI had said that 
Gupta, who was chairman 
of the screening committee, 
had concealed facts from 
then prime minister Man-
mohan Singh, who at that 
time headed the coal min-
istry too, that Jharkhand 
had not recommended VI-
SUL for allocation of a coal 
block.

Panaji, Dec. 16 (IANS): No mercy 
should be shown to those who dis-
criminate on the basis of caste, religion, 
region or sex, said Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu on Saturday and be-
moaned the tendency to link even icons 
like Mahatma Gandhi with their caste.

Speaking at an awards ceremony 
during the ongoing “India Ideas Con-
clave”, Naidu said some people per-
ceive the word “Hindu” from a narrow 
religious connotation.

“Discrimination on the basis of  
caste, religion, region, caste or sex and 
discrimination on the basis of  your 
belief... This should not be allowed at 
all. That has not been the tradition of  
India,” Naidu said.

“Anybody indulging in such things 
he has to be identified and law must 
take its own course and the society 

must also come together and tell him 
what you have done is wrong. The 
weakness in our system is that because 
of politics, you try to highlight it and 
blow it out of proportions and some-
times people try to make it heroism 
also,” he said.

 “And thanks to the media (which) 
makes it sometimes very sensational, 
thereby hurting national interest also. 
We have to identify them. We have to 
isolate them. We have to take action 
against them, without any mercy. I 
am very clear about it, otherwise this 
will spoil the name of the civilisation,” 
Naidu said.

Even the Vedas speak of  equal-
ity, universal peace, tolerance, non-
violence, welfare and brotherhood, 
where nobody is superior or inferior, 
he added.

“There should not be (an) issue 
with this. It is the unfortunate part 
of our system that some people view 
‘Hindu’ in a very narrow, religious 
perspective. Hindu is not a narrow reli-
gious connotation. It is a larger identity 
of way of living of the people of this 
country for years together. That is why 
this civilisation is able to survive after so 
many onslaughts,” Naidu said.

The Vice President also cautioned 
against the trend where heroes were 
being bracketed with region or caste.

“Unfortunately in our community, 
there is another weakness. Some of the 
great heroes, they are localised, some-
times they are communitised also. He 
belongs to this community, some peo-
ple say even about Mahatma Gandhi. 
They belong to the entire country, not 
one party or caste or religion,” he said.
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entrepreneurial engine.” 
India has already proved 

itself in various sectors, the 
Union minister said. 

“India has the cheapest 
and best telecom services, 
motorcycles....There is a 
revolution happening in 
front of us.

India today consumes 
more mobile data than any 
other country including Chi-
na,” Sinha said.

“We have to create our 
own Googles, Facebooks, 
Alibabas and Tencents,” he 
said. “We talk about `uni-
corn’. It is a company with 
market capitalisation of one 
billion dollars.

 “If we build companies 
of  that scale, we will have 
economic leadership, that’s 
how we will give economic 
opportunities to all our peo-
ple,” Sinha said.

Hardoi (UP), Dec. 16 (PTI): The chief  
medical officer (CMO) of  Hardoi district 
today accused BJP legislator Ashish Singh 
of misbehaving and threatening him in his 
office here, a charge the MLA denied. “The 
MLA arrived at the CMO office along with 
his supporters this afternoon and after lock-
ing the door from inside misbehaved with me 
and threatened me,” CMO P N Chaturvedi 
told reporters.

Singh was mounting pressure to transfer 
a woman staff  in the medical department 
even after an employee was appointed 
recently on the recommendation of a sen-

ior minister, he claimed. “The MLA was 
asking me to ignore the minister’s recom-
mendation,” the CMO said, adding that he 
has informed District Magistrate Shubhra 
Saxena about the incident through a letter 
and has also demanded proper security for 
the CMO office.

However, Singh, when contacted, ac-
cused the CMO and other employees of his 
office of misbehaving with him. “The gates 
and doors of the CMO office were locked by 
the employees and I was kept there... They 
also misbehaved with me,” the Mallawan 
MLA said.

Chennai, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
The doctors at Apollo 
Hospital were advised not 
to reveal the condition of  
late Tamil Nadu Chief  
Minister J.Jayalalithaa was 
critical, said Apollo Hos-
pitals Group founder and 
executive chairman Prat-
hap C Reddy on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters 
here, Reddy noted that 
Jayalalithaa came to the 
hospital in a critical con-
dition and later showed 
progress.

Jayalalithaa was ad-
mitted to Apollo Hospital 
here on September 11, 
2016 and died there on 
December 5, 2016. The 

hospital had issued a state-
ment that she was admit-
ted for fever and dehy-
dration. Reddy said the 
doctors were advised not 
announce that Jayalalithaa 
was in a critical stage as it 
would be difficult to con-
trol people’s emotions, but 
he did not mention who 
had advised the doctors 
not to disclose the actual 
status of  her health. 

He also said he has not 
received any summons 
from the one man inquiry 
commission set up by the 
state government to go 
into the circumstances 
leading to Jayalalithaa’s 
death.

rendered before the Indian 
Army. The Indian victory 
was followed by the ‘libera-
tion’ of Bangladesh.

Lt Gen Singh said the 
Indian Army has always 
stood tall and met the chal-
lenges faced by the country 
in an exemplary manner. 
He urged the troops of the 

Indian Army to always be 
ready to face any challenge 
that the adversary may pose, 
with grit, determination and 
valour. 

The White  Knight 
Corps, also known as the 16 
Corps, was raised on June 1, 
1972 on the banks of Tawi 
River at Nagrota.



United Nations, Dec. 16 (IANS): In 
a challenge to the global order, North 
Korea has issued a threat that it will 
become “world’s most powerful 
nuclear and military state”.

Pyongyang’s assertion of ambi-
tions to global supremacy came 
on Friday after Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres warned the Secu-
rity Council, “The situation on the 
Korean Peninsula is the most tense 
and dangerous peace and security 
issue in the world today.”

Pyongyang “will march forward 
and make great advancement vic-
toriously as world’s most powerful 
nuclear and military state upholding 
the line on simultaneous develop-
ment of the Two Fronts,” North Ko-
rea’s Permanent Representative Ja 
Song-nam told the Security Council 
during a session on the threat from 
his country’s nuclear and missile 
programmes.

The mention of “Two Fronts” 
is a reference to North Korea’s 
theory of simultaneously developing 
its military capabilities, as well as its 
economy, which are both vulnerable 
to international sanctions.

With the characteristic bombast 
of  his country’s rhetoric, Ja dis-
missed the Council as “tool” of the 
US, which he said is “terrified by the 
incredible might of our republic”.

He described the latest North 
Korean intercontinental ballistic 
missile test on November 29 as the 
“Great November Event” leading to 
“completing the state nuclear force” 
and “building a rocket power”.

That missile, said to be capa-
ble of  hitting targets anywhere in 
the US, landed off  Japan’s coast 
within its economic exclusive zone 
in its test flight. While claiming to 
be marching towards becoming the 
world’s most powerful military and 

nuclear state, Ja also asserted that 
Pyongyang “would not pose any 
threat to any country and region” 
as long as its interests were not 
threatened.

He asserted that his country 
could “fully guarantee” that there 
had been no “illegal transfer of nu-
clear weapons, its technology and 
weapon-grade nuclear materials”. 

He was, however, significantly 
silent about missile technology pro-
liferation. Pakistan has received mis-
sile technology from North Korea in 
exchange for nuclear technology in 
deals going back to the 1990s, which 
have been confirmed by US officials 
and documented by the US and 
international media. 

US Secretary of State Rex Till-
erson, who spoke before Ja reiter-
ated Washington’s warning that “all 
options are on the table” to contain 
North Korea’s nuclear threat while 

offering to keep the lines of  com-
munication with Pyongyang open.

“The US will use all measures 
necessary to defend itself,” Till-
erson said. But he added, “We 
will meanwhile keep our channels 
of  communication open.” Later 
speaking to reporters, Tillerson said 
that Washington would not accept 
any preconditions for talks with 
Pyongyang. 

Referring to proposals by China 
and Russia for the US and South 
Korea to stop joint military activities 
in return for North Korea ceasing 
nuclear and missile activities, he 
said: “We do not accept a ‘freeze-for-
freeze’ as a precondition to talks.”

He added, “We do not accept 
any relaxing of the sanctions regime 
as a precondition of talks. We do not 
accept a resumption of humanitar-
ian assistance as a precondition of  
talks.”

Islamabad, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi on 
Saturday vowed to remem-
ber December 16 as a Black 
Day when around 150 peo-
ple, including over 130 chil-
dren, were killed in a brutal 
terrorist attack on a school in 
Peshawar city.

On the third anniversary 
of  the 2014 attack on the 
Army Public School, Ab-
basi said that the sacrifices 
rendered by the nation in 
the war against terror are 
unmatched, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

“Extremism is the tree 
from which the poisonous 
fruit of  terrorism grows. 
The nation gave the sacrifice 
of  life and property in the 
war against terrorism,” said 
Abbasi.

The attack by a group 
of  terrorists affiliated with 
the Pakistani Taliban also 
left over 100 others injured. 
The carnage came to an 

end when commandoes of  
Pakistani Army killed the 
attackers and rescued the 
remaining children.

The massacre changed 
the perception of  Pakistan 
against terrorism and people 
in the country raised voic-
es for a uniformed action 
against all types of militants.

Following the attack, 
Pakistani political parties 
and security departments 
formed a National Action 
Plan to stem extremism and 
terrorism.

Later, Pakistani Parlia-
ment unanimously approved 
the formation of  military 
courts for speedy trials of the 
hardcore terrorists.

According to reports, 
since the school attack, at 
least 1,584 terrorists were ar-
rested and sent to jail. Apart 
from it, 167 high profile 
terrorists with head money 
were also detained or killed.

To mark the anniversary, 
a number of  events were 

held across the country. The 
main ceremony was held 
at the school attended by 
senior civilians, military and 
government officials and 
the parents of the deceased 
children.

A memorial of  the vic-
tims constructed in Pesha-
war was also inaugurated on 
Saturday.

On the anniversary, peo-
ple from all walks of life and 
political leaders condemned 
the brutal attack, while lo-
cal televisions ran special 
programmes to pay tribute 
to the victims.

“We must ensure this 
can never happen again so 
that our future generations 
can be nurtured safely to 
follow their dreams,” said 
Pakistan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf  
party chief Imran Khan.

Pakistan Peoples Party 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari also paid a tribute to 
the victims and the grieving 
families.

Baghdad, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
I raq i  s ecur i t y  fo r ce s 
launched an operation on 
Saturday to hunt down rem-
nants of  Islamic State (IS) 
militants in the rugged rural 
areas in northern central 
Iraq, the Iraqi military said.

On Saturday morning, 
the troops backed by para-
military Hashd Shaabi bri-
gades advanced from three 
directions to clear Mteibijah 
area near the border between 
the provinces of Salahudin 
and Diyala, the media office 
of the Iraqi Joint Operations 
Command (JOC) said in a 
brief statement.

At the end of the day, the 
troops searched 14 villages 
scattered in the area and 
managed to destroy an IS 
hideout and detonated nine 
roadside bombs, Xinhua 
news agency said, citing the 
JOC statement.

The troops will continue 
the operation in the com-
ing days until they clear 

the whole sprawling rug-
ged area that extends from 
western part of  Diyala to 
Himreen mountainous area 
and nearby Mteibijah area in 
the neighbouring Salahudin 
province.

Dozens of  IS militants 
fled their former bases in 
Salahudin province and 
Hawijah area in west of  
Kirkuk after the Iraqi forces 
cleared these areas from the 
extremist militants during 
anti-IS offensives in the past 
few months.

On December 9, Iraqi 
Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi officially declared 
full liberation of Iraq from 
IS militants after country’s 
forces recaptured all the 
areas once seized by the 
extremist group.

However, small groups 
of IS militants fled to deserts 
and rugged areas looking for 
safe havens but the security 
forces were hunting them 
down from time to time. 

Abu Dhabi, Dec. 16 (IANS): The United 
Arab Emirates has called on the global com-
munity to more forcefully address the threat 
posed by Iran after a UN report this week 
on violations of  Security Council resolu-
tions and evidence presented by the US of  
Tehran’s arming of Houthi rebels in Yemen.

The Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation said on Thurs-
day that the UN Secretary General’s recent 
report on UNSC Resolution 2231 strongly 
confirmed what the UAE and its allies had 
long known -- that Iran was continuing its 
“expansionist and destabilising behaviour 
in the region, and was fuelling the conflict 

in Yemen”.
It further said that the evidence presented 

by the US “left no doubt about Iran’s flagrant 
disregard for its UN obligations and its role 
in the proliferation and trafficking of weap-
ons in the region”, according to the Ministry 
statement. From missiles to drones to explo-
sive boats, illegal Iranian arms shipments to 
the Houthis and other proxies are stoking 
the fires of sectarian violence endangering 
civilians, the Ministry said. 

The Ministry said “the UAE stands 
ready to work with its allies to take actions 
that will ensure Iran’s compliance with rel-
evant UN resolutions”.

Dhaka, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina on Sat-
urday released a Taka 10 
commemorative postage 
stamp on the country’s 47th 
Victory Day marking its 
emergence as an independ-
ent nation after a bloody 
nine-month war against the 
Pakistani occupation forces 
in 1971.

She also released a Tk 5 
data card along with a sou-
venir issued by Bangladesh 
Post Office, the Daily Star 
reported.

The postal stamps, first 
day covers and data cards 
will be put on sale at philatel-
ic bureau of Dhaka General 
Post Office from Saturday 

and will later be available in 
other post offices, officials 
said.

December 16 is celebrat-
ed as “Victory Day” in Bang-
ladesh and “Vijay Diwas” in 
India to mark their military 
victory over Pakistan during 
the Indo-Pakistan War of  
1971, which eventually led 
to the liberation of  Bang-
ladesh, which was earlier 
called East Pakistan.

The celebrations began 
in the morning through a 
31-gun salute at the National 
Parade Ground. Around the 
same time, President Abdul 
Hamid and Hasina paid 
homage to the martyrs of  
the 1971 Liberation War by 
placing wreaths at the Na-

tional Mausoleum at Savar, 
Bdnews24.com reported. 

Unesco’s recognition 
of  Bangabandhu’s March 
7, 1971 speech as part of  
the world’s documentary 
heritage and including it in 
the Memory of  the World 
International Register made 
this year’s celebrations more 
special.

The Awami League, 
Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty and other political and 
socio-cultural organisations 
arranged various events.

Hasina urged all to work 
for the country’s develop-
ment. “Let us engage our-
selves for the welfare of the 
country,” the Prime Minister 
said.

Washington, Dec. 16 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump’s administration 
is set to propose revoking 
a rule that makes spouses 
of  thousands of  H1-B visa 
holders eligible to work 
while in the US, potentially 
complicating a major driver 
of technology jobs, the me-
dia reported.

Since 2015, the spouses 
of H-1B, or high-skilled, visa 
holders waiting for green 
cards have been eligible to 
work in the US on H-4 de-
pendent visas, under a rule 
introduced by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration, CNN reported 
on Friday. 

However, the depart-
ment did not explain its 
reasons in the announce-
ment, saying that it was only 
acting “in light of” the “Buy 
American, Hire American” 
executive order that Trump 
had signed in April. 

While changing the rule 
would not prevent spouses 
of H-1B holders from pursu-
ing other avenues for work 
authorisation, it could deter 
a number of high-skilled im-
migrants from staying in the 
US if  their spouses cannot 
easily find work.

They include revising 
the definition of  what oc-
cupations are eligible for 

the programme “to increase 
focus on truly obtaining the 
best and brightest foreign 
nationals”, which would 
be a standard potentially 
far above what is currently 
understood under the law.

The Obama-era rule al-
lowing spouses to work al-
ready faces a legal challenge. 
A group called Save Jobs 
USA filed a lawsuit in April 
2015 arguing that it threat-
ens American jobs.

It has continued to press 
the case following Trump’s 
election, and Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff  Sessions has said 
in the past that the H-4 rule 
“hurts American workers”.

The administration’s 
plans to overhaul the H-1B 
programme has caused par-
ticular alarm in India, which 
accounts for 70 per cent of  
all H-1B workers.

It is a programme that’s 
particularly popular in the 
tech community, with many 
engineers vying for one of  
the programme’s 85,000 
visas each year.

In October, the govern-
ment said it was toughening 
up the process for renewing 
the visa. The US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
instructed its officers to re-
view requests for renewal as 
thoroughly as they would 
initial visa applications.

Johannesburg, Dec 16 
(IANS): South Africa’s 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) is pre-
paring to choose a new 
party leader on Satur-
day to succeed incumbent 
President Jacob Zuma.

The main candidates 
are  Deputy Pres ident 
Cyril Ramaphosa, 65, and 
former cabinet minister 
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zu-
ma, 68, President Zuma’s 
former wife, reports the 
BBC.

The tense leadership 
battle has raised fears that 
the ANC could split be-
fore national elections in 
2019. President Zuma, 70, 
can remain head of  state 
until those elections.

Whoever becomes the 
new ANC leader is likely 
to succeed him as Presi-
dent of  the country.

As over  5,000 del -
egates gathered for the 
four-day conference in Jo-
hannesburg, Zuma, who 
faces multiple corruption 
allegations, has urged 
the party to unite behind 
the eventual winner. He 
however, has denied any 
wrongdoings.

Pres ident  Zuma i s 
backing his former wife, 
a veteran politician in her 
own right who has been 
critical of  the enduring 
power of  white-owned 
businesses, the BBC re-
p o r t e d .  R a m a p h o s a 
has spoken out strongly 
against state corruption 
and has the backing of  the 
business community.

The first  major en-
gagement for the new 
leader will be the ANC 
anniversary celebrations 
on January 8, 2018. The 
ANC has governed South 
Africa since the first dem-
ocratic election more than 
20 years ago.

Washington, Dec. 16 (PTI): US 
Republicans from both houses of  
Congress released their tax bill 
today, moving one step closer to 
delivering the most significant 
changes to America’s tax system in 
more than three decades.

The tax bill promises massive 
tax cuts for the middle class and 
businesses.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
lowers the corporate tax rate to 
21 per cent (beginning January 1, 
2018) down from 35 per cent, the 
largest reduction in the history of  
the US.

The voting on the USD 1.5 tril-
lion tax cut bill will be held next 
week and if  passed will be the most 
sweeping tax overhaul in decades.

President Donald Trump, who 
had promised tax-cut during his 
election campaign, now wants the 
bill signed into law by the end of  
the year.

“By lowering tax rates, sim-

plifying the rigged and burden-
some tax code, and repealing the 
failed tax on lower- and middle-
income households known as the 
Obamacare individual mandate, 
this legislation will grow our econ-
omy, raise wages, and promote 
economic competitiveness,” White 
House Press Secretary Sarah Sand-
ers said.

According to the Congression-
al Budget Office and the staff  of  
the Joint Committee on Taxation 
s estimates, the plan would add 
USD 1.455 trillion to the deficit 
over next 10 years.

The White House statement 
came after the House and the Sen-
ate agreed on the unified tax bill.

Senators Marco Rubio and Bob 
Corker also voiced their support 
for the bill.

House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy hoped to deliver the bill 
to the President’s desk just in time 
for Christmas.

House Speaker Paul Ryan said 
the bill overhauls America’s tax 
code to deliver tax relief  for work-
ers, families and job creators, and 
revitalise the nation’s economy.

The act will lower taxes across 
the board, eliminate costly special-
interest tax breaks, and modernise 
international tax system.

“The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
will help create more jobs, increase 
paychecks, and make the tax code 
simpler and fairer for Americans of  
all walks of  life,” said Ryan.

With this bill, the typical family 
of  four earning the median family 
income of  USD 73,000 will receive 
a tax cut of  USD 2,059.

The Bill also expands the Child 
Tax Credit from USD 1,000 to 
USD 2,000 for single filers and 
married couples to help parents 
with the cost of  raising children.

Ryan said the reduction in the 
corporate tax rate will help Ameri-
can businesses bring home foreign 

earnings to invest in growing jobs 
and paychecks in local communi-
ties.

“This is the first major tax 
reform in a generation. It means 
relief  for hardworking families 
and a jumpstart for our economy,” 
Ryan said.

The opposition Democrats, 
however, slammed the Bill alleging 
that it benefited only the rich.

“Slashing the top tax rate for 
the wealthiest Americans even 
deeper is Republicans’ final insult 
to hard-working Americans in 
this deficit-exploding scam of  a 
bill,” said Democrat leader Nancy 
Pelosi.

“Republicans went into confer-
ence with two bills that raise taxes 
on tens of  millions of  middle class 
families. But instead of  actually 
helping middle class Americans, 
the GOP throws them a few mea-
gre crumbs while slashing taxes for 
millionaires even deeper,” she said.

Jakarta, Dec.16 (IANS):  
At least two people have 
been killed as multiple 
earthquakes jolted coastal 
cities of  Indonesia’s West 
Java province and damaged 
dozens of  houses, disaster 
management officials said 
on Saturday.

The initial earthquake 
measuring 4.5-magnitude 
occurred 48 km southwest 
of West Java city Sukabumi 
at 11.04 p.m. on Friday at a 
depth of 50 km, Indonesia’s 
Meteorology, Climatology 
and Geophysics Agency 
(BMKG) said.

The second earthquake 
with a huge scale of 7.3 oc-
curred around 42 minutes 
later with epicentre at 74 
km southwest of  Kawalu, 
at a depth of 105 km in the 
province’s Tasikmalaya re-
gency, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

The third earthquake 
with 6.9 magnitude took 
place almost at the same 
time, also in Tasikmalaya 
with epicentre located in 11 
km southwest of  Tasikma-

9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur,  Sunday, December 17, 2017

PTI

A man inspects a damaged school building following an earthquake in 
Tasikmalaya, West Java, Indonesia, Satruday, Dec.16 2017.

N.Korea threatens to be ‘most 
powerful nuclear, military state’

Pakistan sets December 16 as 
Black Day over school massacre

Iraqi forces launch operation 
to clear IS remnants in Iraq

UAE calls on international community to act against Iran

Hasina releases postage stamp as 
Bangladesh marks Victory Day

US may stop spouses of H-1B 
visa holders from working

South Africa’s 
ruling ANC 
preparing to 
replace Zuma

Republicans agree on sweeping changes in US tax system 

Two dead as multiple 
earthquakes jolt Indonesia 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D

NEWS IN BRIEF
4 killed in France train-bus collision
Paris, Dec. 16 (IANS): At least four students were killed 
and 24 others seriously wounded after a train collided 
with a school bus in France on Thursday. “Of the 24 
injured, 21 are school students,” said Philippe Vignes, an 
official with the county of Pyrenees-Orientales where the 
accident took place, Xinhua news agency reported. The 
accident took place at a railroad crossing in the town of  
Millas, when a TER train hit the school bus which was 
carrying the students, according to BFMTV. The school 
bus was cut in half after the collision, according to French 
media. “All my thoughts for the victims of this terrible 
crash of  a school bus and for their families,” French 
President Emmanuel Macron wrote on Twitter.

Three killed in Germany plane crash
Berlin, Dec. 16 (IANS): Three persons have been killed 
in a small plane crash in Germany, the media reported. 
The accident on Thursday took place in Ravensburg, 
in the German state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Xinhua 
news agency reported.  The Cessna Citation Mustang 
Model 510 was on its way from the Frankfurt-Egelsbach 
airfield to Friedrichshafen, but went down in a forest area, 
Germany’s Southwest Broadcasting company reported. 
The aircraft suddenly lost the radio contact, according to 
the report. The reason of the accident is still unclear. The 
rescue work, made difficult due to snowfall, is underway.

4 jailed in Morocco over terror charges
Rabat, Dec. 16 (IANS): A Moroccan anti-terror 
court has sentenced four persons to between one and 
three years in prison over terror-related charges. One 
defendant was sentenced to three years in prison for 
“forming a gang as part of a collective project to seriously 
undermine public order”, Xinhua news agency reported 
on Thursday. Another was sentenced to two years, while 
the rest two were given one year for terror-related crimes, 
including “praising terrorist attack”. In 2015, Morocco 
adopted a new bill, posing stricter charges on praising 
terrorism. The law stipulates two to six years of prison 
for “praising acts that constitute terrorism offences” as 
well as “propaganda, praising, or promoting a terrorist 
or a terrorist group, gang, or entity”.

Beijing plans remote sensing 
satellites over South China Sea
Beijing, Dec. 16 (IANS): China’s island province of  
Hainan has unveiled a satellite launch plan to assist 
remote sensing coverage over the South China Sea, 
authorities said on Friday. The Sanyan Institute of  
Remote Sensing said the mission would start in 2019, 
when it would launch three optical satellites, reports 
Xinhua news agency. It will also add another three 
optical satellites, two hyperspectral satellites and two 
SAR satellites to complete the Satellite Constellation 
Programme by 2021, for conducting round-the-clock 
remote-sensing over the tropical sea area. Yang Tianliang, 
director of  the institute, said that the network was 
calculated to broadly cover the area between 30 degrees 
north and south of the equator. Yang said the programme 
would provide scientific support for China’s initiative of  
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and emergency 
response efforts at sea.

laya at a depth of 107 km.
The BMKG agency is-

sued tsunami warning in 
three provinces of  West 
Java, Central Java and Yo-
gyakarta after the second 
earthquake took place and 
called it off  two hours later.

Nugroho added that 
the earthquakes left at least 
seven injured, collapsed and 
damaged more than 100 
houses in the two provinces.

In 2004, a powerful 

quake in the northern part 
of Sumatra Island triggered 
a tsunami in the Indian 
Ocean that killed around 
230,000 people in a dozen 
countries, most of  them in 
Indonesia.

Indonesia sits on the 
Pacific Ring of  Fire, an 
area of  great seismic and 
volcanic activity in which 
some 7,000 earthquakes 
are recorded each year, al-
though most are moderate.
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Khrielasier Liezietsu showcased his  fall winter collec on Kayan  on Dec. 12 at Ura Academy in Kohima.  The  show  was directed by supermodel Ketholeno Kense Vihienuo, choreographed by Theja  Sekhose, official 
photographer  Rokovor Vihienuo, cinematography by s llflims produc on, make up by Atso Liezietsu, hair by  Ellen  infimate and  nails by atsibu suokhrie.  The  show  was sponsored by Runway, Dana, Hobby-
haven, Leni Vans ,Fusion and Aron Zhimomi. 

2017: Mark Wahlberg 
named most overpaid actor

Luyong Valley Festival on Dec. 21 and 22nd‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’: 
Exhilarating and engaging
Film: “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”; Director: Rian Johnson; 
Cast: Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver, Daisey 
Ridley, John Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Andy Serkis, Lupita 
Nyong’o, Domhnall Gleeson, Anthony Daniels, Gwendoline 
Chris e, Kelly Marie Tran, Laura Dern and Benicio Del Toro

Gene Simmons sued for sexual assault

Winter talent 
extravaganza in 
Wokha from Dec. 17  

Khrielasier Liezietsui’s fall winter collection 

A
ctor Mark 
Wahlberg has 
topped Forbes 
magazines list 
of ‘The Most 

Overpaid Actor Of 2017’.
The list is based on a 

valuation which included the 
performance of an actor’s last 
three non-animated, large-
scale movies released prior to 
June 1, 2017, reports forbes.
com.

Wahlberg made over 
$68 million pre-tax this year. 
Wahlberg pulled in only 
$4.40 at the box office for 
every dollar spent on his 
services. His low return 
numbers were fuelled 
by several high profile 
bombs.

Actor Christian 
Bale was ranked 
second on the list 
with a $6.70 return 
on investment of  
$1.

He was followed 
by Channing Tatum 
($7.60) and Denzel 
Washington ($10.40) 
at the third and 
fourth position.

Brad Pitt 
rounded off the 
top five with $11.50 
return on an invest-
ment of $1.

IANS

“S
tar Wars: The Last Jedi” 
is the eighth episode of  
the series and the second 
film in the “Star Wars” 
sequel trilogy, following 

“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” which 
was released in 2015.

Hardcore devotees of the franchise will 
definitely go over the moon with this edi-
tion. Elevating several notches from its pre-
vious edition, the film has all the elements 
that encapsulate the magic of movies. An 
uninitiated person to the series will also 
find this film fascinating. They will lap it 
up with a little trepidation, simply because 
of the film’s genesis.

The saga begins with a comforting 
sense of deja vu, “In a galaxy long, long 
time ago”, followed by an informational 
scroll which gives an insight into the Ga-
lactic War.

Like every edition, this one too is a bat-
tle between good and evil. Written and di-
rected with thoughtfulness and visual flair 
by Rian Johnson, the film picks up right 
after the events of “The Force Awakens”.

Interspersed between scenes of  an 
inter-galaxy war led by Resistance leader 
General Leia Organa (Carrie Fisher) 
and The First Order, led by General 
Hux (Domhnall Gleeson), Rey (Daisy 
Ridle) has found Luke Skywalker (Mark 
Hamill) on a remote island on an equally 
remote planet with the intention of  
bringing him out of  retirement to help 
the Resistance, to take down the First 
Order, which rose from the ashes of  the 

defeated Galactic Empire. Incidentally, 
the Resistance was earlier called the 
Rebellion.

Like most hermits, Luke is grumpy 
and regretful. He tried to rebuild the Jedi 
Order a few years ago but failed. So he tries 
to dissuade Rey from forcing him out of  
retirement. But she is adamant.

Meanwhile, Rey turns to Kylo Ren 
(Adam Driver) an old ally for help. But 
unbeknownst to her, he is now a disciple 
of the First Order’s Supreme Leader Snoke 
(Andy Serkis).

How The Resistance defeats the First 
Order forms the crux of the tale.

With every character having complex 
emotions and motivations, the tale is what 
holds the film in good stead, the perform-
ances of its ace star cast become second-
ary but nevertheless elevate the viewing 
experience.

The plot swings with dramatic twists 
and from the visual point of view, every 
frame exudes brilliance. True to the for-
mula, the director tells the saga by breaking 
the story into separate threads, each with 
its own set of objectives. Every location has 
its action scenes, mostly exhilarating and 
none of them unnecessary.

The visuals are bright and colourful, 
especially the one scene that takes place 
in a casino and the scenes that lead to the 
film’s final battle. The computer generated 
images mesh seamlessly into the live action 
sequences demanding the film to be seen 
on an IMAX screen.

IANS

Musician Gene Simmons is being sued for allegedly groping a woman during the opening 
of a restaurant last month. The lawsuit, filed by a Jane Doe, claims she interviewed Sim-
mons last month at the opening of a Rock & Brews in San Bernardino, California. The 
accuser claims during the interview, Simmons reached over, grabbed her hand and forcibly 
placed it on his knee. She says it made her feel uncomfortable, but continued the interview, 
reports tmz.com. The documents claim he grabbed the reporter’s hand, commented on 
how soft it was and suggested she must use lotion. Things got more weird when Simmons 
reached over and allegedly flicked the interviewer’s throat. The defendant says following 
that action, she did her best to stop the interview but Simmons tried to keep going. Finally, 
she claims he touched her bottom when everyone posed for a group photograph. (IANS)

T
he Luyong Students’ 
Union under Mokok-
chung district will be 
organising a mega 
Luyong Valley Festival 

on Dec. 21 and 22nd at Public 
Ground, Luyong on the theme 
‘Reinvigorating Talent’. 

A release issued by the organis-
ers committee mentions that the 

horde of events and competitions 
will be held during the two day 
festival of which the main attrac-
tion is said to be the concert by the 
popular Divine Connection band 
on the second day.

Luyong is said to be a village 
under Jangpetkong range in Mokok-
chung district, located some 70 km 
away from Mokokchung town.

“The object of the festival is 
to strengthen lives and all round de-
velopment. It also aims at promot-
ing local budding talents and create 
awareness to perform and excel in 
the field of music and sports,” said 
Supongyanger, the convener of the 
LVF Organising Committee.

Some of the events are solo 
competition, cycling, arm wres-

tling, tug-of-war, beach volleyball, 
master chef competition and 
marathon race. 

Registration for the competi-
tion is said to be open till Dec.18. 
Interested participants are re-
quested to contact the organisers at 
8729874740/9612316593 for more 
details.

EMN

W
inter 
talent 
extrava-
ganza 
organ-

ised by the Tsumang 
‘A’ youth organization 
Wokha will be held at 
police point from Dec. 17 
till 20th. 

The organisers in a 
press note stated that the 
extravaganza is open to 
community from  10 to 
50 years of  age to display 
their special talents in 
singing, dancing, instru-

mental performances and 
spoken word.

Join us for a fun 
evening as we celebrate 
the talents, skills, and 
interests of  our fabulous 
youth, stated the note.

Display platform is 
said to be available for 
youths who wishes to 
showcase their passions.

Interested per-
sons may con-
tact 9862562249/ 
9612981641 for more 
details.

EMN
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Sania Mirza

Mauricio Poche no

Australian captain Steve Smith celebrates a er reaching his 200 on 
day three of the third Ashes Test match at the WACA ground in Perth, 
on Dec. 16.

M Chaitanya Prasad being introduced to players before the final of the 41st intra-village volleyball tourna-
ment at Soyim Aonglenden on Dec. 16. (DPRO, Mokokchung)
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1682SUD0KU 1521
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1681

ACROSS
1. Sudden outpouring
6. X-Men actress ____ Paquin
10. Day of the week (abbrev.)
14. Lawful
15. Midday
16. Title of nobility
17. Single element or component
18. Encircle or bind
19. Roman numeral for 13
20. Thrushlike songbirds
22. Dim or half
24. Astronaut ____ Armstrong
25. Stalkless
26. Pours pan drippings
29. Young female
30. California university
31. Abrasive sheets
37. Scaly dry skin
39. Latin for “Salt”
40. According to standards of 

goodness
41. Less crooked
44. Lower layer of earth’s outer crust
45. Winged stinging insects
46. Detests (archaic)
48. Depresses
52. Seaweed
53. Accepted without being 

questioned: “A ______”
54. Dependent upon a particular time 

of year
58. Sediment of alcoholic drinks
59. Footwear
61. Feeble and frail
62. Initial wager
63. Waterproof canvas cover

64. Constellation of the southern 
hemisphere

65. A small cup (Scottish)
66. Collections of anecdotes
67. Dutch cheeses 
DOWN
1. Prostitute
2. Cambodian capital Phnom ____
3. Food thickener
4. Fanfare of horns or trumpets
5. Residence of the French 

president
6. An immortal, spiritual being
7. French for “Black”
8. Neither ___
9. City in Belgium
10. Schoolbooks

11. Caribbean country
12. One of the archangels
13. Glide 
21. Snake sound
23. The Muslim religion
25. Move sideways
26. Kiss loudly
27. Account (abbrev.)
28. Disparage or slander
29. Small insects

33. Delayed
34. Great Lake
35. St. Louis football team
36. Narrow strip of wood
38. Thread or strand 
42. Deciduous Mediterranean 

shrubs
43. Flightless South American bird
47. Region of eastern France
48. A slapping noise

50. Weight loss plans
51. Prescribed quantities of 

medicine
52. Retains
54. A North American rail with 

grey-brown plumage
55. National Institute for Trial 

Advocacy
56. Double sulphates of aluminum 

or chromium
57. Not more
60. Star Wars’ ___ Solo

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1520

Russell Westbrook of the Oklahoma City Thunder posted his 10th 
triple-double of the season and the 89th of his career in a drama c 
119-117 win over the Philadelphia 76ers

Only way to silence Man City is to beat them, says Pochettino

Knee injury forces Sania 
to miss Australian Open

Hindu Yuva Sanga night 
badminton tourney underway

Westbrook nets triple double for never-say-die Thunder

Intra-village volleyball 
tournament at Ungma concludesEngland’s Ashes hope fade as Smith 

and Marsh put attack to sword
Perth, Dec. 16 (AFP): 
Australian batsmen Steve 
Smith and Mitchell Marsh 
put England’s attack to the 
sword on the third day of  
the third Test in Perth Sat-
urday, leaving the tourists 
praying for rain to salvage 
their hopes of  retaining the 
Ashes.

The home side took 
total control of  the match 
and were 549 for four 
in their first innings by 
stumps, with Smith on 229 
and Marsh on 181, leading 
the hapless tourists by 146 
runs with six wickets still 
in hand.

Australia lead the se-
ries 2-0 and can regain 
the Ashes with victory at 
the WACA Ground, with 
England’s hopes of  staying 
alive in the five-match se-
ries seemingly resting with 
the local weather.

Heavy rain is forecast 
for the fourth day, but is 
not predicted to arrive un-
til late in the afternoon, 
reducing the chances of  

a draw.
It was a horrendous 

day for England, who 
claimed just one wicket 

for the day at a cost of  346 
runs.

Smith notched his sec-
ond Test double-century 

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): Manik Bhat-
tachar jee Memorial 2nd open night 
badminton tournament 2017 got under-
way on Friday at the PVHSS Campus, 
Dimapur with Pukhavi Yepthomi, former 
DMC member as the chief  guest for the 
event. Pukhavi in his speech encouraged 
the initiative taken by the organiser (HYS) 
for hosting such kind of  event which has 
a bright future ahead and also shared his 
experience with Manik Bhattacharjee.

The guest of  honour, Monoj Bhat-
tacharjee a social worker and educationist 
and also the principal of  PVHSS, Di-
mapur graced the programme by saying 
that he was very much impressed with 
the youths of  Hindu Yuva Sanga and 
appreciated the members for their tireless 
effort. He inspired others to also be a part 
of  Hindu Yuva Sanga and that it is not 
limited for any community. The tourna-
ment will continue till Dec. 17.

in his highest Test score, 
and passed 1,000 runs in 
the calendar year, while 
Marsh answered his critics 
to post his maiden Test ton 
on his home ground.

S m i t h  a n d  M a r s h 
dominated the flagging 
England attack to put on 
an unbroken stand of  301 
for the fifth wicket with-
out even offering a single 
chance.

It is the highest partner-
ship for Australia against 
England at the WACA.

Captain Joe Root even 
turned to the part-time 
leg-spin of  Dawid Malan 
late in the day in search 
of  a desperately needed 
breakthrough.

Resuming on 92, Smith 
reached his 22nd Test hun-
dred early in the day from 
the 138th ball he faced, his 
quickest Test century in 
terms of  balls faced.

Coming in his 107th 
Test  knock, only Don 
Bradman (58 innings) and 
Sunil Gavaskar (101 in-

nings) have reached 22 
Test centuries in fewer 
innings.

He then reached his 
double-hundred from 301 
balls, including 26 fours 
and one six, although he 
was content to milk easy 
singles against a defensive 
field as he reached the 
milestone.

Marsh came to the 
crease under huge pressure 
to perform after a conten-
tious recall, and having 
dropped a simple catch 
and bowled poorly during 
the England innings.

He started nervously 
but blossomed as his in-
nings went on and notched 
his maiden Test century 
from the penultimate over 
before tea on his home 
ground, sparking scenes of  
jubilation from a parochial 
crowd.

Marsh had faced 130 
balls for his hundred and a 
number of  powerful drives 
were a feature of  his land-
mark Test innings.

Kolkata, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
Indian tennis star Sania 
Mirza said on Saturday 
that she will not be taking 
part in the Australian Open 
early next year due to a right 
knee injury.

“Basically I have some-
thing that’s called a jump-
er’s knee. So it’s extrmely 
painful...like I am okay 
to walk but it’s painful to 
change directions and play. 
That’s the biggest problem. 
So I can run straight but I 
can’t actually do plyometric 
stuff  on it,” the 31-year-old 
said told reporters on the 
sidelines of the Premjit Lall 
Invitational Tennis Tourna-
ment at the Jaidip Mukher-
jea Academy. 

“When I spoke to my 
doctor a couple of months 
ago, they told me to take 
a couple of  months off, 
then see how it feels before 
getting into a process of  
either surgery or injections 
or whatever. 

“So when I saw them, 
the pain wasn’t less after 
two months. So mow we 
have to take a call whether 
we have to do a surgery or 
take a couple of injections.

“So it’s a little up in the 
air. I can’t tell you a de-
finitive when but it won’t 

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 6 
(EMN): The closing cer-
emony of  the 41st Intra-
Village Volleyball Tourna-
ment at Ungma village 
was held at Soyim Aon-
glenden on Dec. 16 with 
sub-divisional office (Civil) 
of  Mokokchung M Chait-
anya Prasad as the guest 
of  honour.

Delivering his speech, 
Chaitanya thanked the 

organisers, Evergreen Club 
Ungma, for taking the ini-
tiative to promote sports 
from the grassroot. Taking 
the small step one should 
have the determination 
to take sports to the next 
level, he said. The SDO 
encouraged the organisers 
and participants to keep 
the youth active through 
such activities. He said  
that games and sports not 

only keep people physi-
cally fit but also contribute  
to building a better envi-
ronment.

Taking the opportu-
nity, the SDO appealed 
to the village council and 
the youth of  the village 
to cooperate with the dis-
trict’s authority during 
the forthcoming assembly 
elections ‘for a free and fair 
election.’

Los Angeles, Dec. 16 
(AFP): Russell Westbrook 
tallied 27 points, 17 re-
bounds and 15 assists to 
lift the Oklahoma City 
Thunder to a dramatic 
119-117 win over the Phil-
adelphia 76ers, capping 
a heart-pounding three 
overtime NBA contest.

Westbrook, an Ameri-
can, posted his 10th triple-
double of  the season and 
the 89th of  his career on 
Friday night in front of  
20,600 at Philadelphia’s 
Wells Fargo Center arena.

“This is what we live 
for,” said Westbrook. “On 
the road, great environ-
ment, come out and get the 
win like this.”

Westbrook shot 10-of-
33 from the field and was 
one of  two Thunder play-
ers to play more than 50 

London, Dec. 16 (Re-
uters): Mauricio Pochet-
tino hopes his Tottenham 
Hotspur side can silence 
Manchester City on Satur-
day by ending the Premier 
League leaders’ record-
breaking 15-match winning 
streak. City’s players re-
portedly celebrated beating 
Manchester United, and 
Swansea City on Wednes-
day, by belting out music in 
the changing room.

United manager Jose 
Mourinho did not care for 
the decibel level and there 
were reports of  a rum-
pus near the City dressing- 
room, but Pochettino will 
not be complaining.

“I‘m not going to talk 
about what happened be-
tween City and United,” 
Pochettino, whose side are 
in fourth spot, 18 points 
behind City, told reporters.

”When we won at Hud-
dersfield or at Wembley 
against Stoke the players 
put loud music on. If  you 

lose the game, normally 
you will not put music on, 
you want to have a shower 
and go home.

“It’s because City are 
winning, winning, winning 
they put loud music on. It’s 
normal. Tomorrow I wish 
we can stop it but I‘m never 
going to complain about 
another team celebrating 

because sometimes it’s 
good (for the beaten team) 
to feel that pain. To think if  
we run more, we can have 
that feeling.”

While there is a massive 
points gap between City 
and Tottenham this season, 
they are only two points 
worse off  than after 17 
games of  last season when 

they finished runners-up.
City, who finished a 

place below Tottenham 
last season, splurged in ex-
cess of  220 million pounds 
($293 million) on players 
during the summer, includ-
ing paying about 50 million 
pounds for Tottenham’s 
England right back Kyle 
Walker. Tottenham spent 
around 80 million and re-
couped most of  that.

So Pochettino bridles 
at suggestions that Totten-
ham, currently building a 
new stadium, have failed to 
keep pace.

“We are disappointed 
because we wanted to be 
closer to them,” said Po-
chettino, now in his fourth 
season at Tottenham.

”But of  course in the 
last two seasons we have 
tried to stick to our philoso-
phy and keep improving 
step by step.

”Today is completely 
unfair to compare Totten-
ham with City and United 

and Chelsea. We are in a 
complete opposite side.

“Once we arrive at the 
new stadium and only fo-
cus and only invest in the 
team, not in improving 
the facilities the people 
will be allowed to blame 
us if  we don’t improve and 
achieve.”

Pochettino was full 
of  praise for his opposite 
number Pep Guardiola 
but said Saturday’s clash 
was more about his side 
trying to show their qual-
ity than try to stop City. 
He knows they will need 
a little luck to stop them 
though, likening City’s run 
to his side’s home form last 
season when they won 17, 
drew two and lost none at 
White Hart Lane.

“Last season something 
special happened around 
the team. One player said 
to me he remembers that 
when they played at home 
last season they started 
already 1-0 up.”

be before the next couple 
of  months atleast. I will 
be missing the Australian 
Open for sure,” Sania add-
ed. 

Sania said she will need 
time to get back on the court 
though expressing hope 
that she will take part in the 
Commonwealth Games 
(April 4 to 15) and Asian 
Games (August 18 - Sep-
tember 2) next year.

“Hopefully I will be 
okay for that. I’ve always 
said that every time people 
ask me about plans ahead, 
as tennis players we don’t 
know about our health. We 
don’t know where will be at 
that point. It’s still one year, 
it’s a long time anything can 
happen. Hopefully I’ll be 
healthy again,” the 31-year 
old former former world 
No.1 in the women’s dou-

bles said.
Sania was the guest of  

honour in the three-day 
event alongwith former 
Indian tennis great Vijay 
Amritraj and Somdev Dev-
varman.

Asked if  seeing so many 
kids in the academy asking 
for her autograph and a 
selfie reminded her of  the 
first time she held a tennis 
racket, Sania said: “I was 
six years old. The coach did 
not want to take me as I was 
too small to play tennis at 
that time. My mum had to 
force him to take me. It was 
a big argument and then he 
took me. 

“After a month, he 
called my parents and said 
‘you have to come and 
watch her play because I’ve 
never seen a six-year old 
play like that. That’s how I 
remember my first memory 
of holding a tennis raquet.”

At the podium while 
giving away awards, Sania 
wished she spent more time 
playing in India.

“It’s good to be back in 
Kolkata. when Jaidip da 
calls us we come and that’s 
why we come. I miss play-
ing in India. I am hoping 
for a women’s tournament 
as well,” Sania said.

minutes. Westbrook was 
on the court 52 minutes 
and center Steven Adams 
played for 51 minutes.

“I never stop, never 
stop. I have been grind-

ing my whole life. I was 
never given anything,” said 
Westbrook, who grew up 
in south Los Angeles. “I 
don’t care about percent-
ages. All I care about is 

wins.”
Paul George and Car-

melo Anthony scored 24 
points apiece for the Thun-
der, who improved to .500 
at 14-14 with their third 
straight road win. It was 
also their 17th consecutive 
victory over the Sixers.

Raymond Felton had 
14 for the Thunder, who 
shot 47 of  113.

Westbrook engineered 
the drive and pinpoint pass 
to Andre Roberson for the 
winning basket late in the 
third overtime.

“I told him, ‘If  you’re 
open, I’ll hit you again,’” 
Westbrook said, referring 
to Roberson’s earlier miss-
ing a similar shot at the 
end of  the second over-
time.

Thunder coach Billy 
Donovan said: “We still 

kept battling and kept 
fighting. We didn’t give 
up.”

Joel Embiid led the 
Sixers with 34 points while 
playing a career-high 48 
minutes. J.J. Redick scored 
19 points and Dario Saric 
added 16. Jerryd Bay-
less had 14 points and 
Ben Simmons scored 12 
points, 11 assists and nine 
rebounds.Robert Coving-
ton returned after missing 
two games with a bruised 
lower back. However Cov-
ington struggled might-
ily, shooting a dismal four 
of  21 from the floor and 
finishing with 11 points.
Philadelphia attempted 
a season-high 46 three-
pointers but only made 13 
in their first triple-overtime 
game since 1992 against 
the Miami Heat.
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Final medal tally

The Kohima district con ngent with the overall champion’s trophy at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur on 
Saturday.

EM Images

TR Zeliang giving away the overall championship trophy of the 1st Nagaland Olympics to Kohima district 
officials during the closing ceremony at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Dec. 16. (DPRO Dimapur)

The final football match in progress between Dimapur (white jersey) 
and Phek on Dec. 16 at the NPTS ground in Chumukedima. (DPRO 
Dimapur)

India's Pusarla V. Sindhu returns a shot to China's Chen Yufei during 
the semi final match of the Dubai Badminton World Superseries 
Finals in Dubai, United Arab Emirates on Saturday.

AP/PTI

Dr Y  S  Rajasekhara Reddy ACA–VDCA Cricket Stadium a day before the third and final ODI cricket match between India and Sri Lanka in 
Vizag on Friday.

PTI

Nagaland Olympics conclude; Kohima takes top spot

Third ODI: Rohit eyes rst series win as captain Phekmi Wrestling 
Association meet from Jan. 4

PM hails sportspersons of Mizoram

Japan-India Sports Exchange 
programme conducted

Sindhu sails into title round of Dubai Super Series Finals

Bravo doubtful of return to Windies team

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): The 
grand finale of  the 1st Nagaland 
Olympics concluded on Sat. 
Dec. 16 at the DDSC stadium in 
Dimapur. Kohima has taken the 
overall championship based on 
the medal tally they took during 
the event.  

The Olympics drew around 
1, 380 athletes from 11 districts 
for four-days of  competitive dis-
ciplines. 

Various artists from different 
genres of  music and dance per-
formed for the athletes during the 
closing ceremony.

The medal tally was competi-
tive among the districts until at 
the final count the team from 
Kohima district proved victorious 

by securing 28 gold, 26 silver and 
24 bronze to emerge the overall 
champions. Dimapur district 
secured a close second with 27 
gold, 24 silver and 19 bronze.

The chief  minister of  Na-
galand TR Zeliang was at the 
closing ceremony as the event’s 
chief  guest.

Addressing the event, Ze-
liang congratulated the Nagaland 
Olympic Association (NOA) for 
organizing the “mega event” in 
spite of  severe “resource con-
straints” and having to work out 
the entire event with just a sum of  
INR 350 lac. He lauded all who 
contributed to the funds as well 
as the NOA. 

“Indeed, it is a historic occa-
sion for our state as this event was 

held with participation by all the 
eleven districts in twelve different 
disciplines which is highly com-
mendable,” Zeliang said.  The 
chief  minister said that the event 
had not only expopsed sportsmen 
and women to various levels of  
competition but had also pro-
vided the ‘right avenue’ to exhibit 
their skills in the true spirit of  the 
Olympic games.

The chief  minister said that 
the inability to organize any 
sporting event in the state proved 
to be a “threat of  de-recognition” 
for the NOA. “Therefore, in order 
to salvage the situation and save 
the state from the embarrass-
ment of  such an action by the 
parent body, the government had 
to come to its rescue,” Zeliang 

claimed.
Zeliang also mentioned of  

how sports has become a major 
industry in terms of  employ-
ment, revenue generation and 
other health related activities. “As 
such, let us try to inculcate sports 
as part of  our developmental 
programme in all seriousness” 
he said.

The chief  minister admitted 
that Nagaland needed proper 
sports infrastructure with state-
of-art facilities to promote sports 
and enable the youth to compete 
in the national and international 
arenas. He said that the state’s 
government was making all ef-
forts to make Nagaland a sports 
hub in the region. 

 Zeliang then took the ex-

ample of  the recently-concluded 
2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup in 
which eight players out of  11 
representing the Indian football 
team were from Manipur. 

“This clearly manifests that 
if  exploited properly, our boys 
and girls can perform as good as 
other players from different parts 
of  the country and the globe as 
well,” he said. 

On a concluding note, TR Ze-
liang acknowledged the sporting 
events that are held in the state 
throughout the year which are or-
ganised by various organizations. 
“All these sporting events need to 
be evaluated and strengthened so 
that we can make use of  all these 
events to promote sports in the 
state.”

Visakhapatnam, Dec. 16 
(IANS): Rohit Sharma will 
aim to maintain his superb 
batting form and win his 
first series as captain when 
India take on Sri Lanka in 
the third and final One-Day 
International (ODI) at the 
Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy 
ACA-VDCA Cricket Sta-
dium here on Sunday.

After a thumping seven-
wicket loss against Sri Lan-
ka in the first match, Rohit 
created history by becoming 
the first batsman to score 
a third double century in 
ODIs as India bounced to 
back to win by 141 runs and 
level the series at 1-1.

If  Sri Lanka do pull of  
a win on Sunday, it will 
be their first bilateral ODI 
series win in India. 

India on the other hand, 
will aim to keep up their 
superb form at home that 
has seen them win every 
series since the defeat to 
South Africa in October 
2015. If  India's past record 
at this venue is anything to 
go by, they have an excellent 
chance to keep their excel-
lent run going. 

The hosts have lost only 
one of  the seven matches 
they have played at this 
ground and a generally un-
impressive Sri Lanka will 

have to be at the top their 
game to get past the Indi-
ans. 

Placed second in the 
ODI rankings, India will 
look to Rohit to lead from 
the front and give the side a 
flying start. Along side the 
skipper all eyes will be on 
fellow opener Shikhar Dha-
wan, who scored a brilliant 
half-century in the previous 
match to dominate the in-
nings from the beginning.

One-down batsman 
Shreyas Iyer who scored his 
maiden ODI half-century 
in the previous match will 
only add strength to the 
formidable Indian batting 

line-up along with Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni, Hardik 
Pandya, Dinesh Karthik 
and Manish Pandey . 

The bowling will how-
ever depend on new ball 
bowlers Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar and Jasprit Bumrah. 
Wrist spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal who bagged a 
three-wicket haul in the last 
match will be the key in 
the middle overs to provide 
crucial breaks and stem the 
flow of runs.

For Sri Lanka, captain 
Thisara Perera will look to 
re-work his team's strategies 
to help the visitors return to 
winning ways.

Dimapur, Dec. 16 (EMN): The 43rd meet 
of  Phekmi Wrestling Association (PWA) 
will be held from Jan. 4, 2018 at Phek vil-
lage local ground, with Shevohu Nienu, 1st 
class contractor, Govt. of Nagaland as the 
chief guest and Kuhunesa Vero as the guest 
of honour. This was stated in a press note 
by PWA president, Niepipa Venuh. The 

programme will commence from 8:30 am.
Venuh also informed that there would 

be a business hour on Dec. 26 at Phek vil-
lage local ground, rostrum at 3 pm. The 
officials of  Phekmi Wrestling Association 
(PWA) further inform all the executives and 
the Khel representatives to compulsorily at-
tend the business hour without fail.

Aizawl, Dec. 16 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today expressed optimism 
that Mizoram would continue to produce 
sportspersons who would excel on the 
world stage.

Addressing a public meeting at the 
Assam Rifles ground here, Modi lauded 
sportspersons of the state including Olym-
pian archer C Lalremsanga, boxer Jenny 
Lalremliani, weight lifter S Lalchhahimi 
and hockey player Lalruatfeli.

"There are many other prominent 
sports persons from Mizoram who have 
brought glory to the state and the country," 
he said.

The soft power of football can become 
Mizoram's global identity, the prime min-
ister said.

He made special mention to Mizoram 
clinching the Santosh Trophy in 2014 and 
the Aizawl Football Club becoming cham-
pions in the I-League last year.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  16 
(IANS): Union Sports 
Minister Rajyavardhan 
Rathore attended the Ja-
pan-India Sports Exchange 
event at the Indira Gandhi 
Sports Complex here on 
Saturday, with promotion 
of  judo in India being a key 
feature.

The function was co-
organised by the Sports 
Authority of  India (SAI) 
and Embassy of  Japan 
as a kick-off  event for the 
long-term cooperation in 
the field of  Judo and other 
sports in the run up to and 
beyond 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics and Paralympics.

Japanese Ambassa-
dor Kenji Hiramatsu was 
also present during the 

programme, which also 
marked the f inal  pro-
gramme of  Japan Festival.

Among the guests were 
hockey legend Balbir Singh 
senior, boxing stars Vi-
jender Singh and Akhil 
Kumar. Japan's judokas 
Misato Nakamura (Beijing 
& Rio De Janeiro Olym-
pics bronze medallist) 
and Masahi Nishiyama 
(London Olympics bronze 
medalist) were also among 
the guests. Nakamura, 
Nishiyama also partnered 
with Shigeyuki Takeda and 
Shiho Kakizawa as they 
showcased judo skills to the 
audience -- mainly school 
children.

Japanese martial art 
forms such as Kendo and 

Karate, and performances 
with traditional Japanese 
drum show (Wadaiko) 
and dance form (Yosakoi) 
were also performed at the 
event. Later on Saturday 
and Sunday, Japanese judo 
coaches will train the In-
dian kids and coaches.

Rathore said events like 
this will boost the relation 
between India and Japan. 

He also pointed out 
that India has not only 
joined hands with Japan 
for cooperation in com-
merce and business sectors, 
but also in sports. He said 
that the Japanese are also 
contributing at the Laksh-
mibai National University 
of  Physical Education in 
Bhopal.

Sharjah, Dec. 16 (IANS): 
West Indian all-rounder 
Dwayne Bravo has ex-
pressed doubts about his 
possible return to national 
colours in any format.

Bravo, who last repre-
sented the Caribbean side 
in the T20 series against 
Pakistan in September last 
year, felt his chances of  
making a comeback to the 
national side are remote.

"As far as internationals 
are concerned, I have been 
dropped from the West 
Indies team. I was dropped 
while I was fit. I don't think 
now, at 34, it would make 
any sense coming back," 
Bravo was quoted as saying 
by espncricinfo.

The 34-year-old Trini-
dad all-rounder is currently 
playing the inaugural T10 
league, where he is part of  
the Virender Sehwag-led 
Maratha Arabians side.

Bravo now sees his 
future solely in the vari-
ous short-format leagues 

Dubai, Dec. 16 (PTI): 
Olympic silver-medallist P 
V Sindhu stood a step away 
from clinching her maiden 
title at the Dubai Super 
Series Finals after defeat-
ing Chen Yufei of  China 
in straight games in the 
women's singles semifinals 
here today.

The 22-year-old Indi-
an dished out a controlled 
game of badminton to out-
class the Glasgow World 
Championship bronze med-
allist Chinese opponent 
21-15 21-18 in a match that 
lasted a little less than an 
hour. World No. 3 Sindhu 
thus emulated Saina Ne-
hwal, who had reached the 
final in 2011 and mixed 
doubles pair of Jwala Gutta 
and V Diju, who had ended 
runners-up in 2009.

"Overal l ,  i t  was  a 
very good quality match. 
Though I won in straight 
games, there were long ral-
lies. It never got over till the 
last point. I was just think-
ing about the next point, 
each point is important. 
Chen is an upcoming player 
and she has played excep-
tionally well. Her defence 
is solid," Sindhu said after 
the match.

In the summit clash to-
morrow, the World Cham-
pionship silver medallist 
Indian will face World No. 
2 Akane Yamaguchi of  
Japan, who saw off  Thai-

Sl. 
No

District Gold Silver Bronze Total

1. Kohima 28 26 42 96

2. Dimapur 27 24 19 70

3. Phek 23 21 23 67

4. Mokokchung 20 17 19 56

5. Tuensang 12 5 7 24

6. Longleng 6 8 13 27

7. Wokha 4 7 10 21

8. Zunheboto 2 7 3 12

9. Peren 1 4 10 15

10. Mon 1 4 4 9

11. Kiphire 0 1 4 5

Perera will also be a vi-
tal player in the bowling de-
partment along side Angelo 
Mathews, Suranga Lakmal 
and Akila Dananjaya who 
have failed to trick the In-
dian batsmen and pick up 
key wickets. 

For the eighth ranked 
ODI side, the batting will 
heavily rely on experienced 
campaigners Upul Thar-
anga and Angelo Mathews. 
Sri Lanka will also hope 
Danushka Gunathilaka, 
Niroshan Dickwella and 
Asela Gunaratne to get 
amongst runs. 
Squad: 
India: Rohit Sharma (cap-
tain), Dinesh Karthik, Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni (wk), 
Shikhar Dhawan, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Man-
ish Pandey, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Shreyas Iyer, Hardik Pan-
dya, Washington Sundar, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Siddarth 
Kaul, Kuldeep Yadav, Axar 
Patel. 
Sri Lanka: Thisara Perera 
(captain), Upul Tharanga, 
Angelo Mathews, Suran-
ga Lakmal, Lahiru Thiri-
manne, Nuwan Pradeep, 
Niroshan Dickwella (wk), 
Danushka Gunathilaka, 
Sachith Pathirana, Akila 
Dananjaya, Asela Gunara-
tne, Dhananjaya de Silva, 
Kusal Perera, Dushmantha 
Chameera, Chaturanga 
de Silva, Sadeera Samara-
wickrama.

around the world.
"I am looking at these 

tournaments as a chance to 
continue playing cricket. As 
long as I can play cricket, I 
am happy. I just need to see 
what is left for me, for my 

fans to see Dwayne Bravo 
playing cricket. That is my 
priority," he said.

Bravo has not played 
Test cricket in seven years, 
and had not featured in an 
ODI since 2014.

land's Ratchanok Intanon 
17-21 21-12 21-19 in another 
semifinal today.

Sindhu had thrashed 
Yamaguchi in straight 
games in her last Group A 
match yesterday.

"I really want to be the 
first Indian woman to win 
this tournament. Yama-
guchi will be a tough op-
ponent. I will have to be 
prepared. It will be a long, 
big match, so not thinking 
anything now. There will not 
be easy points," Sindhu said.

Playing an opponent 
with whom she has a 2-2 
head-to-head record this 
season, Sindhu had to work 
hard during the rallies to 
stay a step ahead of  the 
Chinese.

In the first game, Sindhu 
rode on the unforced errors 
of  Chen, ranked eighth in 
the world, to quickly open 
up a 5-0 lead early on. Chen 
opened her account when 
Sindhu found the net and 
soon she drew parity with 
an accurate placement and 
superb return at the nets.

Chen, who did not reach 
the finals of any super series 
tournament this season, 
punished Sindhu for put-
ting the shuttle short at the 
mid-court and grabbed a 8-6 
lead when the Indian again 
committed an error.

With Chen going wide, 
Sindhu broke the rhythm 
and then unleashed a mag-
nificent down-the-line 
smash to claw her way back 

at 8-8. Sindhu grabbed a 
10-8 lead when the Chinese 
hit the net and wide.

A long rally ensued 
which ended with Sindhu 
failing to reach for the shut-
tle at the forecourt.

Another accurate return 
at the baseline and it was 
Chen who had made it 10-
10 but she sent the shuttle 
out again as Sindhu enjoyed 
a slender 11-10 lead at the 
break. Chen found the go-
ing tough after the breather 
as she struggled to control 
the shuttle to hand Sindhu 
a 15-11 lead. The Chinese 
exploited Sindhu's back-
hand forecourt with some 
beautiful backhand returns 
to make it 13-16 but Sindhu 
continued to gather points, 
producing some superb re-
turns which her opponent 
could not negotiate.

Chen defended a body 
smash from Sindhu but then 
again hit long as Sindhu 
grabbed five game points. 
The Indian sealed the game 
with an overhead return 
which Chen failed to reach.

After the change of  
sides, Chen produced some 
measured smashes to draw 
early lead but Sindhu un-
leashed a cross court smash 
after the Chinese tripped at 
the forecourt to draw parity 
at 2-2. Using her height, the 
Indian reached the shuttle 
early and produced some 
sharp acute-angled returns 

to move ahead to 6-3. Sind-
hu then produced a back-
hand flick near the net to 
grab another point before 
miscuing a shot.

Sindhu added extra 
power to her returns, forc-
ing her rival to commit er-
rors. At 5-9, Chen pocketed 
a couple of points before a 
steep crosscourt return took 
Sindhu to 10-7. She entered 
the lemon break when Chen 
went wide again.

After the interval, Sind-
hu managed to extend the 
lead to 15-11 but she lost two 
video referrals after going 
long and wide. The duo en-
gaged in another fierce rally 
which the Chinese closed 
out with a jump smash to 
draw parity at 15-15.

Chen earned a slender 
lead with another superb re-
turn on Sindhu's backhand 
but she sent the shuttle wide 
next.

Sindhu was then handed 
a yellow card for miscon-
duct after she failed to return 
to the court on time.

The Indian then grabbed 
three points, one being a 
lucky net chord to reach 
19-16. Chen narrowed the 
gap after winning a long 
rally which left Sindhu ex-
hausted.

The Indian found the 
net next but after a couple of  
unforced errors by the Chi-
nese, Sindhu lifted her hands 
in the air in celebration.


