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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Eshh...when you said 

"solution before election", 
I got so happy because I 
thought you were talking 
about the solution of your 

party problem.

Nothing can have  
value without being  
an object of utility. 

~Karl Marx
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 09°
Agartala 26° 13°
Gangtok 21° 06°
Guwahati 26° 13°
Imphal 23° 10°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 20° 04°
Delhi 21° 07°
Kolkata 27° 12°
Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.5° 9.1°
DIMAPUR 24° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 75%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Continuing with its three core demands, the Public Coordination Committee launcged a hunger strike 
outside New Secretariat complex, Kohima from 8 am on  Dec. 15.  The demands are revocation of office 
memo of 26/08/17 that scrapped grade III posts from the purview of NPSC; setting up Lof okayukta as per 
the demands of Acaut and to declare answer keys in all stages of exams conducted by the NPSC.

The long wait ends; NLA passes Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2015 with amendments

NLA revokes its Nov. 2016 resolution

Liezietsu revokes suspensions and expulsions

Assembly adopts resolution on Naga political issue

Fast for a cause
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 15 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) has finally passed the Na-
galand Lokayukta Bill 2015 with 
amendments on Dec. 15. The 
Lokayukta is an anti-corruption 
ombudsman body to check cor-
ruption allegations against ad-
ministrators and legislators, and 
various sections of the society 
have been demanding for its im-
plementation in the state.

“We have accepted most of  
the recommendations of the select 
committee... Our Government 
has thus redeemed a promise giv-
en to the people of Nagaland that 
an anti-corruption Ombudsman 
(Lokayukta) will be established in 
the state. We have lived up to the 
expectations of the people and the 
pressure groups and by enacting 
this Bill, we have joined the com-
ity of a large number of states in 
India, which has established this 
institution,” said Chief Minis-
ter TR Zeliang while moving for 
adoption of the said Bill on the 

second day of the 19th session of  
the 12th NLA on Friday. 

However, Zeliang expressed 
his reservations that only merely 
enacting a law like this is not 
enough to reduce or abolish cor-
ruption in public life. 

“Every single citizen must be 
committed to probity both in his 
personal and public lives. Then 
only the law will become a suc-
cess, ” he stated.
Lest it crumbles like the NLTP Act! 

The chief minister also ex-
pressed concern that changes or 
action will not take place by just 
passing an Act unless the people 
and the implementation agencies 
commit themselves . Citing the 
example of the now  infamous 
Nagaland Liquor Total Prohibi-
tion Act of 1989, Zeliang stated 
that the church and the people 
were happy with the passing of  
the Act, that the state will become 
a dry state, but in reality, the Act 
became like a ‘white elephant’. 
“We did not see the implementa-
tion of the Act because of non-

cooperation from the civil society 
and ineffective implementation 
by the agencies and departments 
concerned,” Zeliang said.

“If the people and civil soci-
ety are not serious, only demand-
ing for passage of the Bill will not 
stop corruption on ground,” he 
reiterated.

Towards this, he said the state 
Lokayukta Bill may call for more 
perfection, but hoped that people 
will give the law a chance.  “Once 
in operation, we will come to 
know what are the deficiencies 
and demerits.  The people and civil 
societcan now evaluate the law in 
action and we can always amend 
the law to plug the loopholes and 
we can always keep improving the 
text of the law so that the efficien-
cy of the law is periodically im-
proved.  Therefore, we should stop 
developing differences over how 
the law is at the beginning should 
be.  As I said, on review and evalu-
ation, we will bring more perfec-
tion to the law.  The law should not 
be blocked because what an NGO 

wants is not in the law.  Such an 
expectation will be a tragic paro-
chialism,” Zeliang said.  

Earlier, participating in the 
discussion during the considera-
tion of the Bill, MLA Yitachu  
reminded the house that ‘a writ-
ten act will not do anything good’ 
if  it is not implemented in letter 
and spirit and that it is the people 
who implements any act or laws 
‘works for the people.’ 

Noting there is a common 
misconception that only politi-
cians are corrupt, MLA Thomas 
Ngullie asserted that ‘the bigger 
thugs’ are ‘some bureaucrats and 
technocrats’ who owned undis-
closed properties and wealth.

Towards this, Ngullie pointed 
out that the Bill which is meant for 
redressal of public grievances with 
effective implementation is aimed 
to expose the truly corrupt politi-
cians, bureaucrats or technocrats. 

Speaker Imtiwapang Aier put 
to vote 22 point amendment to 
the Bill clause by clause and the 
House passed it by voice vote.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): With the recent 
patch up of the contending groups within the 
Nagaland People's Front party, the president of  
the party Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu on Decem-
ber 14 revoked the suspension and expulsions 
orders of legislators including one MP.  

"Now, therefore, on the recommendation 
of the DAC and in exercise of the powers 
conferred on me vide Article V, clause 5 read 
with clause 10 of the NPF Constitution, I, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, President, NPF hereby 
revoked[sic] the expulsion orders and suspen-
sion orders... with immediate effect,"  the order 

from the party president stated.
A total of 20 legislators were expelled and 

12 legislators along with MP Neiphiu Rio were 
suspended following the toppling of the gov-
ernment led Liezietsu himself in the month of  
July and August. 

As for chief minister TR Zeliang, the latest 
move of reconciliation continues to be give in 
him sleepless night in order to accommodate 
those from the Liezietsu's group  in his min-
istry. 

Late update from the CMO on Friday night 
informed that two more ministers, Mhonlumo 

Kikon, minister for geology and mining and 
borders affairs along with EE Pangteang, min-
ister for rural development were dropped from 
the cabinet. 

Earlier during the day, speaking to the me-
dia after the assembly session, the chief minis-
ter stated that the relieving of ministers were 
being taken purely for 'the sake of stability'.

With the latest two the total vacant seats in 
the cabinet has risen to 6 who will be sworn in 
on Dec.16. Sources from the Raj Bhavan also 
confirmed that the swearing-in ceremony will 
be held on Satruday December 16 at 11 am.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
The state assembly on Dec.15 
revoked its resolution of Nov. 
24, 2016 with regard to the Na-
galand Municipal Act 2001, 
particularly on the issue of res-
ervation of seats for women, 
by adopting a fresh resolution 
during the ongoing winter ses-
sion here in Kohima.

Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
assured that an expert com-
mittee will be appointed soon 
so that the contentious Act 
is thoroughly reviewed and 
revamped, accommodating 
the interests of all conflicting 
sections of the people includ-
ing the interests of women 
groups.

The Nagaland Municipal 
Act of 2001 was amended in 
2006 for providing reservation 
of seats for women in munici-
palities but due to opposition 
and pressure from the civil 
society and tribe organiza-
tions, reservation of seats for 
women in municipalities was 
not implemented.  The statute 
on this has not been amended 
even today and because the 
law was not implemented, 
women groups dragged the 
state government to the courts 
and legal battles have pursued 
for more than a decade now.  
The latest case is now before 
the Supreme Court of India as 
filed by the People’s Union of  
Civil Liberties (PUCL). 

The state government had, 
under the pressure of tribal 
bodies and sections of the civil 
society, brought a resolution in 
the House for exempting Na-
galand from the application 
of article 243T of the Con-
stitution of India which was 
passed on Sep. 22, 2012. As 
the legal proceedings persisted, 

the state government, fearing 
that the apex court might give 
adverse ruling against Article 
371A which the Nagas hold so 
dear, adopted a new resolution 
in the state assembly on Nov. 
24, 2016, revoking the earlier 
resolution of Sep. 22, 2012, 
enabling the conduct of mu-
nicipal elections with reserva-
tion of seats for women. This 
did not go down well with 
the tribe organizations and a 
month-long period of turmoil 
flared in February last.

“The general opinion on 
the issue appears to be that 
women reservation in munici-
palities is not in consonance 
with provisions of article 371A 
(1)(a).  The Assembly Com-
mittee on Article 371A(1)(a) 
was also of this opinion and 
that was why, the Assembly 
passed the Resolution under 
the said article on 22.9.2012 
exempting Nagaland from 
article 243T.... In view of this 
conflict between the general 
public opinion and the opin-
ion of the women groups, the 
Government has decided to 
rescind the resolution dated 24 
November, 2016 and restore 
the position to the resolution 
of the House dated 22 Sep-
tember, 2012 passed under ar-
ticle 371A(1)(a) that exempts 
Nagaland from article 243T 
of the Constitution of India,” 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
explained in the House on Fri-
day before the new resolution 
was put up for adoption.

Rule of sub judice not appli-
cable to legislation

Making a reference that 
the Naga Mothers’ Associa-
tion has raised an objection 
that the recent revocation 
resolution is being passed 

when the matter is sub judice, 
Zeliang announced that the 
NLA had passed both the res-
olutions dated 22.9.2012 and 
24.11.2016, when the matter 
was sub judice.  “Therefore, 
now the question of ‘sub ju-
dice’ cannot be taken against 
our powers to pass this revoca-
tion resolution. All resolutions 
are in the nature of legislation 
and the rule of sub judice does 
not apply to legislation,” the 
chief minister stated.

He however maintained 
that this was not the ‘end of  
the road’ for anyone, and em-
phasised that the doors of the 
state government are open for 
dialogue, discussion and a ra-
tional decision.  

Participating in the discus-
sion, Yitachu asserted that he 
was agreeing on adoption of  
the fresh resolution for one 
sole reason: the ongoing po-
litical talks and the nearing 
solution.

Minister Imkong L Im-
chen was of the view that Ar-
ticle 243T directly or indirectly 
infringes on Article 371 A as 
it talks of women reserva-
tion and not universal adult 
franchise. He said reading the 
provisions of the two Articles 
together was contradictory 
and the Naga people would be 
making themselves vulnerable 
by doing so.

Neiba Kronu was assertive 
that enough debate whether 
Article 243T infringes on Ar-
ticle 371A had transpired. He 
opined that the Nagas were 
empowered through the latter 
to frame its own law and the 
NLA can make its own decree 
which is not based on Article 
243T which can enable wom-
en to participate “according to 
our own laws”.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly has adopted the 
resolution on Naga political 
issue on the second day of  
the 19th session of the 12th 
assembly on Dec. 15.

Along with other points 
the the resolution essentially 
urged the Government of  
India to take 'emergent 
and extraordinary' steps 
to usher in an 'honourable 
and acceptable' solution to 
the Naga political issue be-
fore the assembly elections 
and also urged the Election 
Commission of India not to 

watch it live on  «»   http://youtube.com/user/HiDawnMedia
watch it live on  «»   http://youtube.com/user/HiDawnMedia

K
G

-2
22

8 

announce the elections till 
then.

While appreciating 
the Government of India 
for showing their sincerity 
and commitment, Minister 
Health and Family welfare 
Imkong L. Imchen termed 
the passing of resolutions at 
this juncture as ‘paramount’. 
He said ‘it is loud and clear 
that the Naga people desire 
for early solution’.

Seeking the support of  
all concerned, Mmhonlu-
mo Kikon asserted that ‘our 
youths should not succumb 
to such circumstances in fu-
ture; as such we have to be 
united and sincere on this 
protracted Naga political is-
sue.’ 

MLA, Hukavi partici-
pating in the debate strongly 
asserted against ‘dilution’ 
with issues on tribal lines, 
which he said it coming to 
an end. He maintained that 
Nagas need unity at this 
juncture and learn how to 
co-exist and ‘not to bring 
or mix any other issues’ to 
dilute the anticipated final 
solution.

Endorsing the resolu-
tion, C. Apok Jamir com-
mented that Naga people 
have attained maturity to 
take steps as far as the Naga 
political issue is concerned 
and urged the Naga people 
to give concerted efforts in 
resolving the issue.

In his response, Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang while 

appreciating the coalition 
partners for their unani-
mous support on the Naga 
political issue maintained it 
is the most important issue 
for every Naga both for the 
present and future genera-
tion.

He expressed that as far 
as the Naga political issue is 
concerned, he said the deci-
sion is taken unanimously 
and based on consensus and 
stated his delight that the at-
mosphere in the state is by 
and large peaceful.

After the assembly, while 
talking to the media, when 
the chief minister was asked 
how far the state government 
was taking steps to bring the 
NSCN(K) onboard the ne-
gotiating table, Zeliang said 
the government had in 2016 
sent a delegation comprising 
of the Naga Hoho and the 
ENPO to meet the group’s 
leader SS Khaplang (before 
he died) to come back and 
sign the ceasefire agreement 
for the sake of Naga people 
and for the sake of peace. 

The request was also 
made so that the govern-
ment of India and its My-
anmar counterpart can also 
come together and nego-
tiate for the Naga people 
living in the two countries. 
He said delegates of NMA, 
Naga Students Federation 
and ENSF had also gone 
to meet the leaders of the 
group with the same mes-
sage, and such efforts were 

being continued. While ad-
mitting that so far there had 
been no positive response 
on the ceasefire issue, Ze-
liang said Khaplang had 
conveyed that the efforts of  
the state government was 
taken well and they would 
discuss further, taking the 
matter seriously.

However, when asked 
if  the government has 
made any communication 
with the new leadership of  
NSCN (K) after the death 
of Khaplang June last, he 
replied in the negative. The 
chief minister said nothing 
was heard from the new 
leadership of the group yet 
but “we keep on sending 
emissaries and we will con-
tinue to do that”.

Later in the evening the 
CMO informed that the 
chief minister had written 
to the Central leaders and 
those involved in the peace 
process about the resolution 
which was sent along with a 
copy of the day's assembly 
resolution appended by the 
house speaker. 

The copies of the let-
ter was sent to President of  
India Ram Nath Kovind,  
Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and In-
terlocutor for Naga Peace 
Talks and Chairman of JIC, 
RN Ravi. 

(Full text of  resolution in page 6)
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Motsuthung Lotha along with other officials a er unveilling the monolith to mark the silver jubilee 
celebra on of Gilgal High School, Wokha, on December 14.
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Governor PB Acharya, Atuo Mezhiir Sekhose, State Chief Commissioner and other a er unveiling the 
monolith at State Training Centre (STC), Pheza Nerhema on December 15.

Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu Rio, posing with the parliamentary secretary 
Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu and leaders of Meriema village a er unveiling 
the commemora ve plaque of the village ground.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Established in 1967, Na-
galand State Bharat Scouts 
and Guides (NSBSG) on 
December 15 celebrated its 
golden jubilee on the theme 
“One world, one goal” at the 
State Training Centre (STC), 
Pheza, in Nerhema village 
under Kohima district.

Governor PB Acharya, 
who attended the occa-
sion as the chief guest, said 
scouting and guiding is a 
worldwide international 
movement dedicated to the 
training of  boys and girls, 
an embodiment of  disci-
pline, health, and service 
to nation and service to the 
community.

While reminiscing the 
initiative taken by the pio-
neers of  association, the 
Governor, who is also the 
chief  patron of  the move-
ment, has encouraged the 
youngsters to continue con-
tributing to create a better 
world. Mentioning that 

had presented an elaborate 
reports on village-wise social 
audit which was followed by 
healthy discussion from the 
eight villages covering five 
blocks under the Rural De-
velopment, Mokokchung.

The villages covered un-
der the second phase of the 
social audit were Aliba, Lir-
men, Anaki Old, Merang-
kong, Changtongya Old, 
Yaongyimsen, Chakpa and 
Longkong.

EAC Pichano Kikon, 
while giving her remarked 
after hearing the social au-
dit report, has appreciated 
auditors for carrying out the 

mammoth task of  visiting 
each village and assessing 
the developmental works 
under the central flagship 
programme.

Appreciating the differ-
ent villages for their sincerity 
in implementing the MGN-
ERGA programme in their 
respective villages, Pichano 
Kikon also urged the vil-
lages to maintain proper 
records so that the devel-
opmental works under the 
central schemes would not 
be hampered.

She further lauded the 
different villages for taking 
the different developmen-

tal works with all earnest-
ness through adoption of  
resolutions and identifying 
key areas for development. 
In this connection, Kikon 
strongly urged the different 
village leaders to take the 
resolutions with sincerity 
since ‘development’ starts 
from the grassroots.

After threadbare discus-
sions, the house resolved to 
follow the guidelines as en-
visaged in the MGNREGA 
and maintain photographs 
of every project in a phase-
wise manner. It also resolved 
to rectify lapses (technical er-
rors) on the part of the villag-

es and to put into action the 
recommendations put forth 
by the social auditors and the 
independent observer for the 
allround development of the 
villages.

The public hearing was 
chaired by Project Officer 
and PO (MGNERGA) 
DRDA, M Toshimongla 
Kichu, while the State Re-
source Person (Social Audit 
Unit), Vepo delivered the 
introduction on the public 
hearing. The vote of thanks 
was delivered by BDO and 
PO (MGNERGA) RD 
Block, Ongpangkong South, 
Imyapangla.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): The Naga Students’ 
Federation on Friday questioned the ‘sincerity’ 
of  the parties currently involved especially the 
government of India while demanding to expedite 
the solution to the Naga political issue. 

 “In the 2nd Federal Assembly of the NSF, the 
August House had prolonged deliberation on the 
Indo-Naga Political dialogues whereby, the House 
agreed that the Federation as a premiere organisa-
tion of the youth and those who will inherit the 

future must view with all seriousness and implore 
positively to safeguard the future of our people 
bringing in sight the more than two decades of  
the peace process but the lack of reaching a logical 
conclusion, the House questions the sincerity of  
the parties involved more particularly the Indian 
Government and therefore, demands for an ex-
pedited solution which shall be honourable and 
acceptable to the people, “ stated the press release 
from the apex student organisation.

The federation also lambasted the current po-
litical scenario in the state that portrays the wrong 
image of the Naga politics on the whole.

“Giving a focus on the Nagaland State politi-
cal scenario, which directly or indirectly reflects 
the overall Naga Political projection, the House 
viewed with utter consternation of the frequent 
fracas defection and horse trading by the so-called 
elected Representatives, devoid of any ethics or 
principles,” it stated. 

Panellists of the discussion session during the ongoing 48th SKK general conference in Zutovi village, 
Dimapur, on December 15.

Independent observer and EAC Pichano Kikon along with representa ves of Social Audit Unit, MGNREGA village representa ves and RD 
officials a er the public hearing in Mokokchung on December 15.

getting degree is not an 
end but a beginning, he 
called upon the BS&G not 
to confine themselves with 
the knowledge they have 

acquired but also impressed 
upon to contribute in every 
possible way for the overall 
development of the society.

In the award presenta-

tion, Kholie Dolf  and Om 
Prakash were felicitated for 
their 25 year-long service 
while N Nasa Yanchen 
for his 15 years contribu-

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Motsuthung Lotha, sec-
retary to the Government 
of  Nagaland, graced the 
25th anniversary celebra-
tion of Gilgal High School, 
Wokha, as the chief  guest 
on December 15.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lotha urge the stu-
dents and teachers to exhibit 
their potentialities to the 
extent of  bringing laurels 
to the school and for the 
community. He challenged 
the students to be profes-
sional in every field and 
always look forward to face 
challenges with determina-
tion and to excavate inner 
strength by making educa-
tion as the top priority.

Wishing the administra-
tion a good beginning and a 
glorious journey, he prayed 
that the school would pro-
duce good students with 

vision to assist and guide/ 
lead the future.

Rev. Dr. L Tsanso Lo-
tha, pastor of  Pongidong 
Baptist Church, spoke on 
the theme “Fear God love 
wisdom.” Expressing the 
beauty of  God’s love, he 
instil upon the students to 
regenerate like a divine seed 
by the renewing of  their 
spirit. He reminded that ‘the 
fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom.’

Short messages were 
delivered by Yanrothung 
Odyuo, LSU vice president, 
and Renchithung Odyuo, 
alumni president.

Earlier in the day, dedi-
cation of  monolith was 
performed by Rev. Nyan-
chumo Lotha, LBES execu-
tive secretary, followed by 
unveiling of  the monolith 
by the chief guest.

Scripture reading and 
invocation was done by Rev. 

ZK Yanthan, pastor of Sun-
gro Town Baptist Church, 
while the welcome note was 
delivered by L Ajanthung 
Ngullie, convener of  plan-
ning committee, and short 
speech was delivered by LR 
Ezung, proprietor of Gilgal 
High School.

The event  was  en-
thralled with presentation 
of special songs sung by the 
jubilee choir and Konthun-
glo Ngullie and the vote of  
thanks was delivered by N 
Benthungo Ngullie while 
the benediction was said 
by Chungthung Ngullie, 
pastor of Nrung Longidang 
Baptist Church.

On December 14, Lebu 
Krose, Deputy District Ed-
ucation Officer, Wokha, 
graced the event as the spe-
cial guest while dedication 
of bundle was performed by 
Rev. S Thungrio Khuvung, 
assistant pastor of WTBC.

tions towards the BS&G. 
L Alemchiba; Limatoshi 
Aier; SM Yanu, scoutmas-
ter; Thejazeu Khruomo, 
and Ajay were conferred 
meritorious awards.

In the district awards 
for the year 2017, Khuyivu 
from Zunheboto district 
was awarded as the best 
district organising commis-
sion for scouts and Imtinaro 
from Kiphire district as the 
best district organising com-
mission for guides.

Imlisunep from Kohima 
district was awarded the 
best scouter and Rita Devi 
from Dimapur district was 
awarded the best guider, 
while Phek district was ad-
judged as the best district 
and was awarded a cash of  
INR 25,000.

Altogether 556 Scout 
and Guides and other of-
ficials from various districts 
are attending the three-day 
event. A souvenir and a 
monolith were also unveiled 
during the programme.

Meriema, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu 
Rio, has called upon the 
people particularly the youth 
to venture out into the field 
of sports and games for over-
all development of mind and 
body as well as to uplift their 
economy.

Inaugurating a new vil-
lage ground in Meriema 
near Kohima on December 
14 as the chief  guest, Rio 
called upon the youth to be 
physically active at the prime 
of  their life. Emphasising 
on the huge opportunity in 

sporting sectors, Rio eluci-
dated that sports is a level 
arena where only merit and 
prowess prevails and that ex-
cellence in sports can lift one 
up to fame and glory, besides 
making one wealthy over-
night. He was hopeful that 
the new ground would be 
utilised by the youth particu-
larly for sporting activities.

Acknowledging the nat-
ural potential and inborn 
talents of  Naga youth, the 
MP rued that this potential 
was not being developed to 
the fullest thereby making 

Mkg NGOs call on chief secretary
Our correspondent

Mokokchung, Dec. 15 (EMN): Ao Senden, Watsu 
Mungdang, Ao Kaketshir Mungdang and Mokokchung 
Town Lanur Telongjem have submitted a joint representa-
tion to the State chief  secretary for intervention into the 
non-disbursal of Prime Minister Employment Guarantee 
Programme(PMEGP) to the selected beneficiaries in Mo-
kokchung district.

In the joint representation Imliyanger Jamir, president 
of Ao Senden; Maongienla, president of Watsu Mungdang; 
Sunglem, vice president of Ao Students Conference; and 
Aolong, convenor grievance cell of MTLT; stated that the 
PMEGP beneficiaries from 2014 batch are yet to receive 
loans from certain banks- Axis bank, ICICI Bank and HDFC 
bank-Mokokchung branch.

While appreciating the PMEGP flagship initiated by 
the central government, the four organisations felt that there 
seemed to be some discrepancies in the disbursal of the said 
fund to the beneficiaries under Mokokchung district by cer-
tain banks. The four organisations, after taking into account 
an appeal letter from the PMEGP beneficiaries received on 
December 13, decided to take stock of the issue and met 
with the concerned authority led by Mokokchung Deputy 
Commissioner at his office chamber on December 14. As 
the meeting was inconclusive, it stated that PMEGP benefi-
ciaries were compelled to encumber the smooth transaction 
of Mokokchung branches of Axis bank, HDFC bank and 
ICICI bank for a few hours.

The four organisations appealed to the chief secretary 
to take up the issue in all earnestness so that such kind of  
issue does not affect the morale and aspirations of the young 
entrepreneurs.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Having received complaints from 
various quarters especially the business community about 
donation drives undertaken by unions and organisations 
during the festive season, Dimapur Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (DCCI) has appealed to all concerned to desist 
from such activities stating such activities are affecting the 
smooth conduct of business and the public alike.

DCCI has appealed to desist from imposing any kind of  
donation including selling of lottery tickets and calendars 
on the business community and shopkeepers at large. DCCI 
also informed all members of the business community not 
entertain such donation drives in any manner. They are in-
formed to report to the DCCI regarding complaints of such 
donation drives. Further, in view of restoration of normal 
power supply, DCCI has requested all business houses and 
shopkeepers to decorate and light up their shops.

DDCI has meanwhile sought the cooperation of one and 
all to make the festive season a season of goodwill, peace and 
joy as befitting the birth of the Prince of Peace.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
President of  Ao Students’ 
Conference (AKM), Im-
kongwati Longkumer, has 
urged on the need for the 
Ao and Sumi students to 
work together ‘against cor-
ruption for a better and 
stronger society.’

Speaking at the ongo-
ing 48th general conference 
of  the All Sumi Students’ 
Union (SKK) in Zutovi 
village under Dimapur 
district on December 15, 
Longkumer advised the 
youngsters to make positive 
use of  the social media and 
‘create advantage’ in their 
use of  it.

During panel discus-
sion on career guidance 
and livelihood, Dr. Khek-
ugha Muru, who also mod-
erated the session, pointed 
out that Naga people were 
talented but remains un-
tapped and misused. He 
stated that the traditional 
way of  education to pursue 
BA, B.Com, MA etc., after 
higher secondary was mak-
ing skill education ‘sparse’ 
in the society. 

“People are talking 
about dignity of  labour but 

they do not give dignity to 
the job,” he said and em-
phasised on the need to 
change the mindset about 
appearing only for the state 
and union public services 
examinations.

Joining in the discus-
sion, Hekani Jakhalu, 
panellist and executive 
chairman of  YouthNet, 
stated that persons in the 
age group between 15 and 
35 years comprised of  8 
lakh of  the state’s popula-
tion. Stating that students 
are facing a tough competi-
tion within their age groups, 
she remarked that there is 
no place for mediocre. 

Chairman of  Living-
stone Foundation Higher 
Secondary School, Andrew 
Ahoto Sema, another pan-
ellist, talked about the need 
to equip youth with skills. 
“If  a nation does not have 
skill, it will kill the nation.” 
For livelihood, he opined 
that an entire village could 
focus on specialising in 
a single locally-produced 
and manufactured item like 
smoked pork, fermented 
soy bean etc., which could 
attract wide attraction. 

Stating that Naga youth are 
trying on too many things 
without success, he advised 
them to focus on one thing 
at a time but with sincerity 
and dedication. 

Hekani Jakhalu stated 
that YouthNet, in collabo-
ration with the government 
and NGOs, has been im-
parting skill training in vari-
ous field to youngsters. She 
revealed that the non-gov-
ernmental organisation had 
provided local job place-
ments to 300 youngsters 
during the previous year. 

“Get out of  your com-
fort zone and opt for any 
skill training. Even if  you 
do not work in that par-
ticular field where you got 
trained, it is still not a loss 
for you,” Jakhalu told the 
youngsters.

In the evening session 
of  December 13, Dr. Ho-
tokhu Chishi, joint director 
of  Health & Family Wel-
fare, spoke on the theme 
‘defining moment.’ 

On December 14, SKK 
elected new team of  office 
bearers led by Atokiho as 
the president for the tenure 
2017-19.

Two students to represent 
state at national election quiz 

Police bust illegal LPG racket; two held

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Two students 
namely Merio N Ngullie, Class XII student, 
and Kekhriese Yhoshu, Class XI student, 
both from Ministers’ Hill Baptist Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kohima, have been selected 
to represent the State in the semi final of the 
national election quiz competition scheduled 
in New Delhi in January 2018.

As directed by the Election Commis-
sion of India, the first ever national election 
quiz was conducted during November and 
December. The quiz was conducted on intra- 
school competitions, followed with district 
round where winners of  the intra-school 
competitions participated and the State 
round, where winners of the district rounds 
have participated.

In the State round conducted on Decem-
ber 15, teams representing seven districts 
had participated. The performances were 

instantly evaluated and the team of Minis-
ters’ Hill Baptist Higher Secondary School 
was declared winner.

At the end of the one hour quiz competi-
tion held in Kohima, Abhijit Sinha, Chief  
Electoral Officer, addressed the participants 
and teachers. He said that the primary objec-
tive of the Commission was to engage the 
young students in the age-group of  14-17 
years- the future voters, in a self-learning 
exercise about the electoral process so as to 
build an informed electorate in near future. 

He also thanked all the other participants 
and asked them to work harder for similar 
competitions that would follow in near fu-
ture and appealed to all to disseminate the 
message on increasing qualitative participa-
tion in terms of ethical and informed voting 
to all the parents and friends as people of  
Nagaland are going to polls in early 2018.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 15 (EMN): The Spe-
cial Operation Team (SOT) of  Mokokc-
hung police on December 14 intercepted an 
LPG laden truck and arrested two persons 
for siphoning of LPG from LPG cylinders 
that were meant to be sold to the public via 
gas agencies.

The truck was bound to deliver its goods 
at Paramount Gas Agency-an LPG supplier 
in Zunheboto- when the police intercepted 
the vehicle at Ari junction between Alichen 
(Mokokchung) and VK Town (Zunheboto).

According to the police report, during 
the normal routine checking the police 
found new cylinder ‘sealing caps and nip-
ple’, probably used for siphoning LPG into 
empty cylinders, inside the truck cabin rais-

ing the suspicion of  the police personnel. 
On further investigation they found empty 
LPG cylinders which were supposed to be 
fully-filled cylinders.   

When interrogated thoroughly the driv-
er and handyman confessed that they have 
sold some cylinders mid-way and siphoned 
off  the gas from more than 40 cylinders to 
fill up five empty cylinders.

The duo also revealed that they have 
been running this racket for many months 
duping the gas agency and its customers. 
Mokokchung police have seized around 70 
new cylinder sealing caps and other equip-
ment allegedly used for the siphoning from 
their possession. A has been registered at 
Police Station II and further investigation 
is on.

the State to lag behind other 
sister states of the region and 
the rest of the country.

The MP was of the view 
that violence in the past 
has negatively impacted the 
Naga society including the 
development of  sports and 
games. He reminded that 
during his tenure as chief  
minister for three consecu-
tive terms, the government 
had actively pursued devel-
opment of sports by creating 
opportunities for the youth. 

Expressing hope that 
Nagas will make great strides 
in sports, the chief guest said 
that under an atmosphere of  
peace and harmony in the 
society, many changes for 
the betterment of the youth 
in particular can take place.

Touching upon the 
ongoing political process 
between the various Naga 
national political groups and 
the Government of  India, 
the MP said, “It is the desire 
of  the people that solution 
best comes before the next 
general election. I support 
the elected members and the 
State Government on their 
stand for solution before 
election to bring about peace 
and development which in 
turn will utilise the full po-
tential of our people and the 
youth in particular.”

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 15 
(EMN): The Society for 
Training & Research on 
Rural Development, Social 
Unit, Nagaland, has success-
fully conducted the public 
hearing under MGNERGA 
at Infinity Hall, Longkum-
er Kilem, in Mokokchung 
town on December 15 with 
EAC (Sadar), Pichano 
Kikon, as an independent 
observer.

This was the second 
phase of the of public hear-
ing for the financial year 
2014-15 under Mokokc-
hung district conducted by 
the Society for Training & 
Research on Rural Devel-
opment, Social Unit Unit, 
Nagaland. The first hearing 
was held on September 15 
under an independent ob-
server namely Ajit Kumar 
Verma, the then Assistant 
Commissioner, Mokokc-
hung.

During the public hear-
ing, District Resource Per-
son (DRP), Toshimanen, 
and the Block Resource 
Person (BRP), Tutu Jamir, 
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh said that the 
government is planning to 
introduce a new healthcare 
s c h e m e  ‘ H a k s h e l g i 
Tengbang’(Manipur Health 
Protection Scheme) on Jan. 
1, 2018. This was stated by 
him while briefing the media 
persons on the occasion of  
‘Meeyamgi Numit’ held at 
Chief Minister’s Secretariat 
today.

Hundreds of  people 
turned up on the Meeyamgi 
Numit to address their 
grievances to Biren Singh. 
The Chief Minister attended 
to as many as about 620 
complaints and personally 
met nearly 1500 people from 
9:00 am till 2:00 pm.

Speaking to media 
persons, chief minister said 
that Hakshelgi Tengbang 
scheme would provide a 
cashless benefit upto Rs.2 
lakh per year per BPL/
AAY family on floater 
basis. He stated that five 
companies have participated 
in the biding process and 
one Company has been 
selected for providing the 
health insurance scheme to 
the poor and needy people 
of  the state. The selected 

company in collaboration 
with the Panchayats/local 
clubs would conduct a joint 
survey for identifying the 
real needy people. 

B i r e n  S i n g h 
lamented that there were 
manipulations in issuing 
the BPL cards in the past 
so a fresh survey is being 
needed to identify the real/
needy beneficiaries. If  the 
government rely on the 
existing BPL/AAY card 
holders then many real/
needy people would be 
left out and might not get 
benefits of  the scheme, he 
said.  

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t 
among several grievances, 
many came for providing 
medical treatment, financial 
assistance and seeking 
livelihood on Meeyamgi 
Numit. Mentioning on 
improving health sector in 
the state, the chief minister 
said that a new scheme 
for persons with disability 
“CM gi Sotharabasingi 
Tengbang” was launched 
recently. However many 
persons with disability came 
here today because of  lack 
of  proper publicities about 
the scheme to the people, 
he added. 

Stating the importance of  

Neuro Surgery Department 
at JNIMS, he said that the 
neuro surgery department 
would be opened soon. The 
required infrastructure and 
machinery have already been 
bought and six nurses are 
being given special hands-on 
training to assist the doctors 
in the department, he added. 

C o n d e m n i n g  t h e 
acid attack incident that 
happened in the state, he said 
that such attack is first of its 
kind in the state and that 
the government would deal 
with the matter seriously. 
Such attack is  ‘cr ime 
against human’, he added. 
He further stated that the 
government would provide 
free medical treatment to 
the victim. The government 
is also planning to provide 
livelihood to the victim’s 
family, he added. 

To curb such incidents 
in future, he said, the case 
would be brought before 
the Fast Track Court which 
is set up for crime against 
women.

He also released a half  
yearly bilingual journal 
“Phijeegi Mani Laktagee” 
(The Hidden Treasure) 
published by Relief  Centre 
for the Welfare of differently 
abled persons, Manipur.

New Delhi, Dec. 15 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
dedicate the Tuirial Hydroelectric 
Power Project in Mizoram to 
the nation tomorrow, the power 
ministry said today.

Mizoram Governor Nirbhay 
Sharma, Chief  Minister Lal 
Thanhawla and several ministers 
as well as officials will be present 
on the occasion, the Power 
Ministry said in a statement.

The 60 MW Tuirial Hydro 
Electric Power Project (HEPP) 
has been constructed as a Central 
Sector Project and implemented 
by North Eastern Electric Power 
Corporation (NEEPCO), under the 
administrative control of the Union 
power ministry.

The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) cleared 
the project for implementation in 
July 1998 with commissioning 
scheduled in July 2006.

After the completion of  about 
30 per cent of the project activities, 
the work was totally suspended from 
June 2004 due to local agitation. 

The work resumed in January 2011.
The remotely located project 

faced various hindrances ranging 
from inadequate communication 
infrastructure, massive failure of the 
Power House slopes due to poor soil 
condition to lack of availability of  
skilled manpower.

Unit-I of  the project was 
commissioned on August 25 this 
year, and Unit-II on November 28.

The project has been built at a 
cost of Rs 1,302 crore.

It is the biggest power project 
in Mizoram and will feed the 
entire energy to be generated to 
the state, which will help it achieve 
the Centre’s ambitious and flagship 
Mission ‘24x7 Affordable Clean 
Power for All’.

The state’s current demand of  
electricity is only 87 MW and this 
is being met by the state’s mini 
power projects and availability of its 
share of power from central sector 
projects. 

Mizoram will now be the third 
power-surplus state in North East 
India after Sikkim and Tripura.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Based 
on specific input regarding a 
drug dealing in Lilong, a joint 
operation was launched with a 
combined team of  5 JAK RIF 
under 9 Sector Assam Rifles and 
Lilong police along with the help 
of  local anti drug organization 
ALADA (All Lilong Anti drug 
Association) and a women based 
organization ASPO (Anti Social 
Prevention Organization).

A press release issued by 
Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(South) mentions that a search 
operation was launched in 
general area of  Lilong Haorebi 
Makha Lekai and the house of  

the suspected arms and drugs 
dealer Md. Abdul Manan alias 
Amir Khan, aged 23 years was 
searched. 

On operation three males and 
one female who is said to have 
been involved in drug dealing 
were apprehended.

The release further mentions 
that Md. Iliyakat and a lady 
named Olivia resident of Senapati 
who was in possession of cash Rs 
68,950/-  had come all the way 
from Senapati to buy drugs from 
the house of Md. Abdul Manan. 

All four of  them confessed 
that they were involved in drug 
dealing. During the search, 

a weapon and drugs were 
recovered and seized from the 
house of  the drug dealer. One 
non-prohibited bore Shotgun 
Modified (DBBL) without 
license, 25 grams of  No. 4 drug 
heroine, 2014 WY tablets, 19 SP 
capsules, eight small containers 
containing suspected No. 4 
drug weighing approximately 
16 grams and Rs 68,950/- 
cash were recovered from the 
apprehendees. All accused along-
with the seized items were booked 
at Lilong Police Station. 

However Md. Iliyakat Ali 
being a juvenile, aged 17 years 
was warned and released.

Shillong, Dec. 15 (PTI): Suspended 
Congress MLA P N Syiem today 
resigned from the Meghalaya Assembly.

Syiem was suspended by the 
Congress last year after he rebelled 
against Chief Minister Mukul Sangma.

“I hereby tender my resignation of  
my seat in the House with immediate 
effect from December 15, 2017,” he 
said in a letter submitted to Speaker 
A T Mondal. Syiem said he will join 
the new political party, the Peoples’ 

Democratic Front (PDF) and will 
contest the state Assembly elections 
due early next year on PDF ticket. 

Syiem is also the chief  executive 
member of the Khasi Hills Autonomous 
District Council (KHADC).

Tezpur,(Assam) Dec. 15 (PTI): 
A magisterial inquiry has been 
ordered today by the Sonitpur 
district administration into the 
killing of  five elephants by a 
speeding train on December 10 in 
the district.

Sonitpur Deputy commissioner 
Manoj Kumar Deka told PTI that 
he has ordered an inquiry into the 
incident by senior magistrate Kulen 
Sarma who will submit the report 
within a month.

He said that there must be 
encroachment in the nearby forest 

areas and as a result, the wild 
elephants have come out from the 
forests in search of food and water.

The incident occurred when 
a group of  seven wild elephants 
were trying to cross the railway 
track near Bamgaon Tea garden at 
Balipara, connecting Rangapara 
station to Dhalaibil of  Biswanath 
district.

T h e  1 5 6 1 7  G u w a h a t i 
Naharlagun Intercity express hit 
the wild elephants, killing five, 
including a pregnant animal, on 
the spot.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 15 (EMN): The election 
of new office bearers for Autonomous 
State Demand Committee (ASDC) was 
decided in its first central committee 
meeting  held on Dec.14.

The announcement of the elected 
members were disclosed during a press 
conference held at its office premises 
on Dec. 15. 

A total of 47 new members were 
elected led by Holiram Terang as 
the president of  ASDC. The Vice 
Presidents  as Chomang Kro and 
Mayasing Daulaguphu; general 
secretary as Jotson Bey, secretaries-  
Dharam Sing Teron, Chandra Kanta 
Terang, Sonasing Terang, Sanjay 
Killing, Samuel Ronghang, Hemsing 
Tisso, Daniel Teron,Amphu Tissopi, 
Ramsing Tokbi; treasurer as Premson 
Bey; office secretary as Nelson Teron 
while the other members will be elected 
later, mentioned a press note released 
during the press conference.

It was also informed that the 
central committee in the line with 
the resolution of  the conference 

decided to name its youth wing as 
‘ ASDC Youth Front’ which will 
be formally constituted through the 
convention scheduled to be held in 
Diphu on March 26 and 27th next 
year, informed the leaders during the 
press meeting.

The party also called upon the 
ruling BJP party to fulfil its electoral 
promises of  Autonomous state and 
stop the joyrides to Delhi in league 
with the congress which failed to take 
a resolution for Autonomous state in 
its own party, futher the conference 
called upon the BJP government to 
implement all the clauses of MoU and 
MoS as promised by the party among 
others.

The statement also mentioned that 
the ASDC welcomes the prospect of  
peace finally returning to Nagaland 
after decades of  untold miseries 
suffered by the Naga masses, while 
apprehending the looming threat of  
dismemberment of the constitutional 
territory boundaries of  Assam, 
particularly Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao, which is not acceptable at any 

cost and called upon the concerned 
signatories to lay this fear to rest for 
once and all. 

The party also condemned the 
ongoing activities in the name of  
extension of Kaziranga National Park 
(KNP) hampering thousands of age old 
Karbi inhabitants and other indigenous 
populations of the area. 

In the ongoing process of  NRC 
updation a relaxations of the eligibility 
criteria for the indigenous people and 
maintain transparency in the process 
of  emphasising of  inclusion of  all 
indigenous claims, the ASDC party 
also expressed solidarity with the 
suffering of the employees of the Dima 
Hasao Autonomous Council and 
called for immediate release of  their 
pending salaries in full. 

Furthermore, the release also 
stated that the party calls upon the 
ruling BJP in the two Autonomous 
councils of Karbi Anglong and North 
Cachar to publish in white papers 
on the systematic surrender of  the 
sixth schedule autonomy to the state 
government.  

Guwahati, Dec. 15 (PTI): Social activist 
Anna Hazare today alleged that both the 
UPA and the NDA governments “weakened” 
the anti-corruption Lokpal Bill.

He alleged that former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh “weakened” the Lokpal 
Bill (when it was framed during his tenure) 
and Narendra Modi “further weakened” 
the law by presenting an amendment in 
Parliament.

A  p rov i s ion  was  made  in  the 
amendment that relatives of  (government) 
officers including wife, children and others 
will not have to submit details of  their 
property every year, Hazare claimed at 
a press conference here. He alleged that 
Modi government was giving “more 
emphasis to the interests” of  industrialists 
than to farmers who are not getting proper 
price for their produce.

Hazare demanded that farmers be given 
pension on attaining 60 years age on a 
priority basis rather than the government 
making other things such as GST a priority.

Hazare said a new movement against 
corruption would launched from March 23 
across the country to pressurise the Central 
government to enact the stringent anti-
corruption Lokpal Bill.

To prevent participants from using his 
movements as spring boards to launch their 
own political careers, “This time volunteers 
will have to sign an affidavit stating they will 
not join any political party or float their own 
once they are part of this movement against 
corruption,” he said.

Agartala,  Dec. 15 (IANS): 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat, who 
arrived here on Friday, will hold 
meetings with ‘Sangh’ members 
and activists from across the seven 
northeastern states to strengthen the 
party in the region with an eye on the 
upcoming assembly elections, party 
sources said.

Political circles termed the RSS 
chief ’s five-day visit to Left-ruled 
Tripura as “significant”, coming 
ahead of the polls scheduled early 
next year.

RSS spokesperson Manoranjan 
Pradhan said that Bhagwat, during 
his stay in Tripura, would meet 
Sangh functionaries, members and 
activists from the seven northeastern 
states and address a public rally here 
on Sunday.

“ H e  w o u l d  r e v i e w  t h e 
organisational programmes and 
works of the Sangh and give advice 
to further strengthen it in the 
northeastern region,” Pradhan said.

He said that RSS organisers 
in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland and Tripura would be 
present at the ‘Barshik Samiksha 
Baithak’ (annual review meeting) 
and discuss how the organisation 
can be further strengthened.

The ruling CPI-M criticised the 
visit, saying the RSS and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) always played a 
divisive role.

“In view of  the assembly 
elections, with the visit of  Mohan 
Bhagwat, the RSS would intensify its 
divisive activities in Tripura,” CPI-M 
Tripura state secretary Bijan Dhar 
told the media. The RSS leaders here 
have denied the CPI-M’s charges.

The BJP and RSS have been 
working intensely in Left ruled 
Tripura to make a determined effort 
to form government in the state by 
voting out the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) led Left 
Front. 

Assembly elections to the three 
northeastern states -- Meghalaya, 
Nagaland and Tripura -- with 60 
seats each - are expected to be held 
simultaneously in February.

Guwahati, Dec. 15 (PTI): Assam 
Governor Prof  Jagdish Mukhi 
today urged chartered accounts of  
the region to play a catalytic role 
in ensuring smooth transition to a 
new tax regime ‘One Nation One 
Tax’ which has been necessitated 
in view of  GST roll out.

“Help and support from the 
chartered accountants would help 
the region in the smooth transition 
to one nation one tax regime,” the 
governor said while inaugurating 

a two day national conference 
organised by the Institute of  
Chartered Accounts of  India, 
Guwahati Branch here.

The fact that the Institute of  
Chartered Accountants of  India 
is the premier accounting body 
of  the nation, the conference will 
go a long way in empowering its 
members to keep pace with the 
rapid growth of  the accountancy 
profession, he said.

“I am happy that the institute 

has achieved recognition globally, 
for its contribution in the fields 
o f  educa t ion ,  p ro fes s iona l 
development, maintenance of  high 
accounting, auditing and ethical 
standards”, Mukhi said.

T h e  r o l e  o f  c h a r t e r e d 
a c c o u n t a n t s  i s  c r u c i a l  i n 
strengthening the fulcrum on 
which the entire accounting system 
of  the nation revolves and hope 
the national conference becomes 
a brainstorming session of  the 

chartered accountants and helps in 
further strengthening our financial 
management system.

The chartered accounts are in 
a position to realise and appreciate 
that this great move would go a 
long way in achieving a corruption 
free India where every citizen can 
be a partner in nation building 
and one that is not plagued by the 
ills of  black marketing, hoarding, 
corruption, red-tape, the governor 
added.

Agartala, Dec. 15 (PTI): A park, 
commemorating Indian soldiers and 
Bangladeshi freedom fighters who lost their 
lives during the 1971 Liberation war, would 
be inaugurated by Chief  Minister Manik 
Sarkar here tomorrow.

The massive park has been built at 
Chottakhola, a border village, about 130 km 
from Agartala.

The foundation stone for the 20.20 
hectare park, which encompasses seven 
hillocks and a lake near the Trishna wild life 
sanctuary, was laid by the then Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni in November 
2010.

Two statues of  Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and former Prime Minister 
of India, India Gandhi, were put up in the 
park which was earlier a base for ‘Mukti 
Joddhas’ (Bangladeshi freedom fighters) 
from where they launched operations against 
the Pakistani army in Noakhali, Feni and 
parts of Comilla district of Bangladesh.

A 57 feet tower was constructed at the 
park from where parts of  Noakhali and 
Feni districts in neighbouring Bangladesh 
are visible.

“A  mu s e u m ,  w h i c h  i s  u n d e r 
constructions at the park, would display 
arms and ammunition used in the war, old 
photographs and newspaper clippings,” local 
MLA, Sudhan Das told reporters.

PWD Minister Badal Choudhury said 

the Tripura government built the park at a 
cost of Rs 7 crore with contributions from 
different government departments.

We have a shared history with 
Banfladesh and we have lingual and cultural 
affinity. It is a milestone of our friendship 
with Bangladesh. So, we have named 
it Bangladesh-Bharat Moitree Udyaan 
(Bangladesh-India friendship park) , 
Chowdhury, who hails from South Tripura 
district, told reporters.

He hoped that the park will become a 
new address for tourists both from within 
India as well as Bangladesh.

During the Liberation War, I joined the 
Mukti Joddhas after a short training and 
fought against the Pakistani army in the 
Comilla sector, former deputy speaker and a 
prominent leader of the ruling CPI(M) Subol 
Rudra recalled.

Former Congress minister and now 
BJP leader, Jawhar Saha said, I was also a 
member of the Mukti Fauj. When the Indian 
army was combating the Pakistani army, 
our duty was to attack the Rajakars or the 
collaborators of the Pakistani army,” 

State PWD Minister, Badal Chowdhury, 
Forest Minister Naresh Jamatiya, Drinking 
Water Supply Minister Ratan Bhowmick, 
Lok Sabha MPs Jitendra Chowdhury and 
Shankar Prasad Datta and local MLA, 
Sudhan are among other dignitaries would 
attend the inaugural ceremony.

New Delhi, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
Assam expects investments in 
Tourism, Information Technology, 
Agriculture, Food Processing, 
Energy and Pharmaceutical sectors 
from across the globe, especially 
Asean member-nations, in the state’s 
first global investors’ summit on 
February 3-4, 2018.

At a press conference here, 
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal on Friday also announced 
allocation of  Rs 100 crore for 
improving air connectivity with the 
Association of  Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) member-countries 
and other foreign destinations. 
Stating that ministers and officials 
from the Assam government had 
already visited the US, Canada, 
Japan, South Korea, Singapore and 
many other countries for holding 
roadshows, Sonowal said they had 
received a positive response from 
both industry and diaspora.

“The vision of  the summit is 
to build an economic development 

model that links the North East 
India with Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Nepal and Asean members,” said 
Sonowal while addressing the media 
on “Advantage Assam: Global 
Investors Summit 2018”, to be 
hosted under the banner of Advance 
Assam.

Asked about the investments 
he is expecting during the two-
day summit, Sonowal told IANS: 
“Already, we have received a business 
investment of  Rs 6,500 crore after 
the BJP government came to power. 
Most of the investments have come 
from Patanjali and Dabur, among 
others.” “During our roadshows, 
we have already been promised 
investments. the investors will 
accordingly invest after the summit 
is held,” Sonowal told IANS.

Earlier in the day, he met some 
ambassadors of Asean countries and 
other important strategic partners 
of India, such as Germany, Turkey, 
Israel, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, 
and urged them to send their business 

delegates to the summit.
Sonowal apprised the envoys of  

the state’s turnaround into a growing 
economy and drew their attention 
to Assam’s business and investment-
friendly climate.

After the Chief Minister’s one-
on-one interaction with Ambassador 
of Japan to India Kenji Hiramatsu, 
Sonowal said he had invited 
investments from Japan and offered 
his total and unconditional support 
in this regard.

Following his interaction with 
Sonowal, Ambassador of Singapore 
Lim Thuan Kuan said: “Assam has 
a lot of advantages for business and 
our companies are very interested 
in the prevailing opportunities in 
Assam.”

“The state government is 
committed to creating a congenial 
eco-system for attracting investments 
and is already working for creating 
the desired skilled manpower and 
ensuring complete ease of  doing 
business,” said Sonowal, who was 

accompanied by state Minister 
for Industries and Commerce 
Chandramohan Patowari and Chief  
Secretary V.K. Pipersenia.

The Chief Minister announced 
that the Assam government had also 
started work on the 65-storey twin 
Global Trade Centre, “which will be 
a symbol of trade and business in the 
Gateway to South East Asia”.

“We are also trying for better 
Internet connectivity to the north-
eastern states through Bangladesh’ 
Cox Bazar. Once completed, it will 
change the digital and industrial 
scenario in the entire North East.

“The tremendous potential of  
the human resources of the region, 
particularly our youngsters in the 
field of IT will help us in building a 
strong IT hub,” said Sonowal. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S o n owa l , 
apart from the Asean members, 
Afghanistan, Slovenia, Germany, 
Turkey and many other nations 
across the globe will participate in 
the summit.

EM Images
Manipur CM N Biren releasing a journal during people’s day in Imphal on Friday.

Manipur CM attend to 620 
complaints; meets 1500 people  

The state government plans to introduce new 
healthcare scheme for the needy people on Jan. 1, 2018

PM to open Tuirial hydro 
project in Mizoram today

AR recovers drugs in Manipur; 4 apprehended 

Suspended Congress MLA P N Syiem resigns from Assembly

Both UPA and NDA 
govts weakened Lokpal 
Bill — Anna Hazare

Magisterial inquiry ordered into 

RSS chief in Tripura, 
to meet Sangh cadres

Assam gov. urges CAs to play catalytic role in new tax regime

Memorial park for 1971 
war heroes to open today

Global investors’ summit: Assam 
expects investments from Asean nations
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Govt. notifies on wage payment

Yangzitong village flays 
murder of member

District audit and public hearing of MGNREGS held

NPP welcomes members

NRLM officials visit Wokha district

UCC condemns 
adduction of DAN Secy.

Farmers oriented with farm management

VVPAT awareness 
prog. underway in 
Mokokchung 

Chang affirms support to CM

Home commissioner convenes meet

Public appealed to obey traffic rules

NCSU felicitates traffic personnel 

Workshop on documenting 
folk information, cultural theft 

Recipients of the Best Traffic Award 2017 pose for the lens with NCSU members and offficials

Resource persons and participants  after the programme at DPDB Hall in Kohima on Friday.

Dr. Easterine Kire along with faculty of Phek Government College.

Athel O Lotha and Rollan M Lotha with staff of Wokha district after the meeting.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Contrac-
tors’ & Suppliers’ Union 
(NCSU) for the fourth year 
acknowledged the service 
of  the traffic police person-
nel in manning the massive 
traffic in the state capital. 
This year the best traffic 
police was awarded to Nk 
Khrievotuo-ü Zumvü of  
15 NAP (IR) Mahila Bat-
talion and traffic constable, 
Vikholie-o Kense.

NCSU secretary, Hoshi-
to Assumi informed that the 
best traffic award was given 

for their tireless service to 
the people of the state. 

NCSU president, Pele 
Khezhie handed over the 
award consisting of  a cita-
tion and Rs. 10,000 each.

The personnel were fe-
licitated during the NCSU 
advent Christmas cum fe-
licitation programme on 
Friday at Hotel Ura, Ko-
hima.

Speaker of  the pro-
gramme, senior pastor of  
Cross Wonder Church Ko-
hima, Rev. Ketou Theünuo, 
called upon the members to 

be committed and sincere 
builders. He encouraged 
the members and traffic 
police personnel to be giv-
ers and also execute their 
responsibilities with a smile 
thereby sharing the joy of  
the birth of  Jesus Christ. 

Senior SP Kohima, 
Vekhosa Chakhesang while 
extending greetings lauded 
NCSU for felicitating the 
traffic police every year and 
encouraging them fulfil 
their responsibility more 
sincerely. He was also ap-
preciative of  the contrac-

tors for their services while 
also expressing hope that 
the union will work con-
tinuously for the welfares 
of  the people.

The programme was 
chaired by NCSU advi-
sor, Povotso Lohe while 
invocation prayer was pro-
nounced by Pastor Chek-
rosayi Phesao, Merhülietsa 
CRC Kohima and NCSU 
vice-president, Ntsent-
hung Tungoe delivered the 
welcome address. Special 
melody was presented by 
Keziah Semy.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
In the backdrop of Decem-
ber 13 fiasco at Hotel De 
Oriental Grand, advisor of  
Planning and Coordination 
CM Change stated that he 
had attended the proposed 
meeting with full faith on the 
recent reconciliation without 
any knowledge of some sen-
ior legislators to dislodge the 
chief minister.

In a press release is-
sued to media houses today, 
Chang has affirmed support 
to the leadership of the chief  
minister TR Zeliang and to 
work together for the welfare 
of the State.

Narrating the incident, 
Chang said he received a 
phone call from three senior 
legislators while he was on 
his way to the office inform-
ing him about the meeting 
at Hotel De Oriental Grand. 
All the while on his way to 
the hotel, Chang said he was 

of the opinion that the meet-
ing was called by the chief  
minister and the NPF party 
president in the light of the 
recent reconciliation.

On reaching the hotel, 
he found some legislators 
already seated and subse-
quently realised that the 
gates were locked and his 
car keys seized. Chang said 
he was totally ignorant about 
the hidden agenda to dis-
lodge the chief minister.

In the light of the above 
stated circumstances, Chang 
categorically clarified his 
position stating he attend the 
proposed meeting with full 
faith on the recent reconcili-
ation without knowing the 
intention of some senior leg-
islators to dislodge the chief  
minister. Meanwhile, he has 
affirmed support to the lead-
ership of the chief minister 
and to work together for the 
welfare of the people.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Home Com-
missioner Abhishek Singh has convened a 
meeting on Dec. 19 at 1 p.m. in his office 
chamber to chalk out the work distribution/ 
programme for Republic Day celebration.

The following officers/departments 
have been requested to attend the meet-
ing positively:-Director General of  Police; 
IGAR (North) Kohima, Commandant 
164 Naga Territorial Army Jakhama, DIG 
CRPF Kohima, Commandant 155th Bn 
BSF Battalion Chedema, director Sainik 
Welfare & Resettlement, principal secretary 
of Industries & Commerce and Agri & APC,  
commissioner & secretary of School Educa-

tion, Art & Culture, and Land Resource 
Development, PHE, Horticulture, Health 
& Family Welfare and Irrigation & Flood 
Control, special secretary, home,  Home 
SAB, secretary of IPR, Rural Development, 
Co-operation, Fisheries, Sericulture, Soil 
& Water Conservation, Women Resource 
Development, Social Welfare,  Deputy Com-
missioner Kohima, Superintendent of Police 
Kohima, CEO Kohima Municipal Council, 
director of Youth Resources & Sports, and 
Music Task Force, DIG Fire, Deputy Com-
mandant General, Home Guards & Civil 
Defence and executive engineer PWD(H) 
Nagaland Civil Secretariat.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): With the increase of human 
and vehicular population in Kohima and Dimapur town, 
the state police said the traffic management and regulation 
for traffic police is becoming a challenging task. In order to 
ensure more focused attention to traffic regulation, state po-
lice has issued a directive that no traffic personnel including 
non-gazetted officers shall investigate any traffic incidents 
and related cases in Dimapur and Kohima. 

This initiative is to free traffic personnel from investiga-
tion duties and increase the strength of traffic police officers 
and personnel in different locations as presence of traffic 
personnel is necessary for effective management of traffic. 
It also appealed to the public to obey traffic rules and co-
operate with traffic personnel for public convenience.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
In exercise of  the power 
conferred under Section 6 
of  the Payment of  Wages 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 
2016, the state govt. has 
declared the following es-
tablishments as industrial 
or other establishment, 
wherein the employer shall 
pay to every person em-
ployed their due wages only 
by cheque or by crediting 
wages in his/her bank ac-
count.

The lists of  establish-
ments are factories, hotels 

and restaurants, bakeries 
and confectionaries, Shop-
ping Malls, Print Media, 
Automobile Workshops and 
showrooms, private institu-
tions, private hospitals & 
nursing homes, contractors’ 
establishments, petroleum/
diesel pumps, LPG agencies 
and local authority.

In another notification 
the govt. has declared the 
above mentioned establish-
ments as industrial or other 
establishments for the pur-
pose of the said sub-clause 
with immediate effect.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): 
Yangzitong village A and 
B council has flayed the 
murder of  one of  its bon-
afide citizen, namely Yang-
semong Sangtam on the 
night of  Dec. 10 at Singri-
jan/Deziephe village area. 

A condemnation note 
appended by council chair-
man and GB of  the two 
villages, stated that Yang-
semong was a man of  in-
tegrity and moral upright 
without any adverse or 
criminal record. He led 
a sober life of  teetotaller 

never indulged himself  in 
immoral activities but was 
with a restrained and mod-
erate character. 

While condemning 
the barbaric and inhuman 
murder, the council urged 
the law enforcing agency 
to immediately arrest the 
murderer and deliver jus-
tice to the bereaved family. 
Further, the council said 
such a dreaded criminal 
must not roam freely but 
must be arrested without 
further delay and award 
with highest punishment.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner  and 
Electoral Registration Office, Mokok-
chung, W Manpai Phom has in-
formed of  the Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trial (VVPAT)  awareness pro-
gramme which will be carried out in 
all polling stations of  10 constituen-
cies under Mokokchung district have 
been started from Dec. 13. 

It has informed that the aware-
ness programme will be carried out 
till Jan. 13 2018. For date, time and 
venue regarding the programme of  
all 10 constituencies and polling sta-
tions under, all concerned have been 
advised to get information from the 
office of  the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner & Electoral Registration 
Officer, Mokokchung.

D i m a p u r,  D e c.  1 5 
(EMN): A farm orien-
tation programme was 
held at the office of  the 
Chief  Veterinary Of-
ficer, Mokokchung on 

Dec. 14, with attend-
ance of  15 progressive 
farmers.

Resource persons, 
farm manager piggery 
Dr. Toshiwati and VAS 

Dr. Wapangsashi spoke 
on farm management 
and disease control in 
their address.

Delivering the key 
note address, DVO Dr. 

Salang thanked the Na-
galand Livestock Devel-
opment Board (NLDB), 
the State Implementa-
tion Agency, Govern-
ment of  India. 

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): The 
United Colony Council, Ward No. 
20, Dimapur, has vehemently con-
demned the ‘unprecedented’ kidnap 
and assault on secretary of  Develop-
ment Authority Nagaland (DAN) I 
Imtilepden Pongener, on Dec. 3 at 
around 8:30 p.m. from his official 
residence by some unidentified mis-
creants, which itself  is a blatant viola-
tion of  an individual rights. 

The council urged upon the dis-
trict administration and law enforce-
ment agency to bring culprits to book 
and award befitting punishment as 
per the law. 

The UCC further added that such 
incident has created a sense of  insecu-
rity in the minds of  citizens and dis-
turbed the peacefully environment. 

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  1 5 
(EMN):  The National 
People ’s  Par ty  (NPP) 
welcomed the  former 
vice- presidents of  NPF 
Central and Youth wing 
Kheapong Thikhir and 
Lirimong Sangtam, who 
have resigned from the 
and joined the party. 

The NPP appreciated 
their faith in the party’s 
vision of  being “secular, 

democratic and tribal-cen-
tric.” 

The party under the 
leadership of  the NPP 
national president, Conrad 
Sangma and state president 
Ato Yepthomi, welcomed 
them to the fold ensuring 
to strengthen and maintain 
unity at all levels to make 
the right individual to en-
rich the lives of  the people 
in all spheres. 

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): To discuss on 
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) 
status and challenges in Wokha district, ad-
ditional secretary rural development and 
mission director, Athel O Lotha along with 
COO programs, visited Wokha on Dec. 12 
and convened a meeting at Project Directors 
office DRDA.

In her address, mission director acknowl-
edged the performance of the NSRLM of  
various levels under Wokha district despite 
the hurdles and challenges. Expressing her 
vision on the mission, she encouraged and 
motivated the staff  to put more effort in 
building strong community institution, en-
hance their livelihoods and also to achieve 
the mission goals. 

COO programs, Rollan M Lotha ap-

praised on the vitality of the Resource block, 
a platform where other blocks train, learn 
and nurture the SHGs. He advised the staff to 
give effort and progress beyond village level 
organization of the mission. More than being 
just a staff, he urged them to be more goal 
oriented and give a hand-holding support to 
the communities to achieve a sustainable self  
managed institutions. He also informed that 
all blocks at district level should emphasise in 
achieving a rigid federation where communi-
ty can manage and improve their livelihood. 
He also added that goal visioning, leadership 
and team building should be prioritised.

Block program managers of  Wokha, 
Chukitong, Sanis and Changpang presented 
brief  reports related to the progress of  the 
mission in each block. 

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): District 
level social audit and public hearing 
on Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) for seven villages 
under Kohima district was held on 
Friday at DPDB Hall, Kohima. The 
public hearing was conducted un-
der the chairmanship of  PD/DPC 
(MGNREGA) DRDA Kohima, 
Kevipodi Angami.

The hearing was conducted in the 
presence of  assistant audit officer, 
AG office, Rajesh Pan; state resource 
person, Dr. Kedise Pucho, SAU (State 
Audit Unit) and stakeholders from 
villages.

Dr. Kedise, in his introductory 
note emphasised on the importance 
of  social audit and its outcome. 
Towards this end, he urged villages 
to maintain records properly and 

maintain transparency as per MGN-
REGS guidelines so that there are no 
loopholes or misuse of  funds.

Villages audited findings regard-
ing worksite issues, MIS/Muster roll, 
job cards, total projects and amounts 
as per social audit verification and 
documents found at block/villages 
and VDBs were highlighted by DPRs/
VPRs followed by discussion village 
wise. Resolutions adopted during 
social audit gram sabhas were also pre-
sented by respective village chairmen.

Delivering the closing remarks, 
PD/DPC (MGNREGA) DRDA 
Kohima, Kevipodi stressed on the 
need of  documenting every project 
implemented and to put up sign-
boards after completion of  every 
programme whether big or small. 
He also reminded them to maintain 
registers and make entry of  every ma-

terials received from the department. 
On the issue of  diversion of  funds 
after sanction, he said that funds have 
to be utilized strictly for the project 
sanctioned. Change of  schemes, if  
any, has to be informed to the DPC 
for approval, he infromed.

The same social audit and public 
hearing of  MGNREGA for Peren 
district was held on Dec. 14 at Baudi 
Hall, Jalukie.

In the programme chaired by PD 
& DPC, DRDA, Peren, Imtimenla, 
DRPs/VRPs read out the village 
wise findings of  the social audit. The 
programme was attended by the State 
Resource Person, district administra-
tion, District Council Union, District 
VDB Union and the public from 
Jalukielo, New Peren, Gaili, Mbau-
pungwa, Tenning, Lilen, Saijang, 
Vongkithem. 

Dec. 16 and 20th declared as 
transaction day 
The Finance dept. has notified all concerned that the 
following non-transaction days, Dec. 16 and 20th has 
been declared as transaction days both in the Treasuries 
and banks in the state.

GPRN/NSCN warns against 
donations
The GPRN/NSCN Home Affairs through its MIP has 
warned its functionaries to restraint from collecting 
donations and any kind of contributions. It also 
informed general public and business establishments 
not to entertain any individual, accept those assigned 
by Finance Ministry to deal with legitimate taxation. 
The MIP also cautioned functionaries failing to comply 
with the notice shall be dealt with strict action as per 
the azha.

Govt. appoints assistants to DC Dimapur 
The state government has appointed the following 
officers as the assistant to the Deputy Commissioner, 
Dimapur. The appointed officers are Sub-Divisional 
Officer (Civil) Sadar, Kuhuboto, Dhansiripar and 
Nuiland; revenue officer; Extra Assistant Commissioner 
(Hq), Chumukedima, Medziphema, Nuiland, Nihokhu 
and Aqhunaga; and political assistant to Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur and Nuiland.

Finance dept. Budget and 
Monitoring Cell meet
The Finance dept. Budget and Monitoring Cell meeting 
has been convened on Dec. 20, 11 a.m. at the 
Directorate of Treasuries & Accounts conference hall, 
with regard to the implementation of 7th ROP. All Heads 
of departments and accounts officers are requested to 
attend the meeting. 

UD joint director assigned 
additional charge
The state govt. has assigned Government of Nagaland 
has allowed A joint director of Urban Development, 
Zanbemo Ngullie to take current charge of director, 
Urban Development w.e.f. Dec. 1 till further order.

DC Mkg. informs arms license holders 
Deputy Commissioner, Mokokchung has informed all 
arms license holders who did not furnish their details 
for the uploading of National Database of Arms License 
(NDAL) are requested to furnished their arms license 
booklets and get their arms UIN from the Deputy 
Commissioner office, Mokokchung from the date of the 
notice publication till Mar. 31 2018. Failure to obtain 
the UIN license will be treated as invalid. Those license 
holders who have already got UIN number need not 
apply.

DC Phek notifies on EVMS and VVPATS
Deputy Commissioner and District Election Officer, Phek, 
Shanavas C has notified that the first level checking of 
EVMs & WPATs to be used for the forthcoming Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly elections will be held from Dec. 20 
to 23rd. Representatives of political parties have been 
requested to attend the aforementioned process on 
from Dec. 20 to 23rd from 9 a.m. onwards each day at 
Dc office, Phek.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): Phek 
Government College in collabora-
tion with Barkweaver Publication, 
Norway conducted a one day 
workshop on the theme, “Docu-
menting folk information, cultural 
theft and creative writing” on Dec. 
13. Dr. Easterine Kire, eminent 
novelist, poet and a winner of this 
year’s Tata Literature Live award 
was the resource person. 

In the first session, Kire high-
lighted the need to create aware-
ness on cultural thefts by outsiders. 

She also encouraged and chal-
lenged the faculty and students to 
start a movement where one could 
preserve and safeguard the rich 
culture and tradition by patent-
ing. She also said “we ought to be 
responsible and protective of  our 
flora, fauna and culture.” 

She also laid emphasis on the 
importance of  collaboration with 
other researchers or writers if  the 
need for sharing such information 
arises.

In the second session, she gave 

a lecture on ‘folk documenting’ 
and shared valuable tips to docu-
ment such information. She further 
elaborated on creative writing and 
gave the insight of her writing hab-
its and styles much to the delight of  
the keen and overjoyed audience.

Principal of  the college, Dr. 
Vizovol Mekro welcomed and 
introduced the gathering while 
vice-principal, Besengulie Venuh 
proposed vote of  thanks. The 
workshop concluded with interac-
tion session.
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DAILY

PATH
s we drove through northern Michigan, Marlene exclaimed, “It’s unbelievable how 
big the world is!” She made her comment as we passed a sign marking the 45th 
parallel—the point halfway between the equator and the North Pole. We talked 
about how small we are and how vast our world is. Yet, compared to the size of the 
universe, our tiny planet is only a speck of dust.

If our world is great, and the universe is vastly greater, how big is the One who powerfully cre-
ated it? The Bible tells us, “For by [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been 
created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16 nasb).

This is good news because this same Jesus who created the universe is the One who has come 
to rescue us from our sin for every day and forever. The night before He died, Jesus said, “These 
things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33 nasb).

When facing the large and small challenges of life, we call on the One who made the universe, 
died and rose again, and won victory over this world’s brokenness. In our times of struggle, He 
powerfully offers us His peace.

Lord, I’m grateful that You are greater than my mind could ever comprehend. 
Help me to trust You today.

Big World,  
Bigger God

BIBLE READ:  COLOSSIANS 1:12–17   
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For by [Jesus] all things were created.    
~ Colossians 1:16 nasb

FRDI Bill and Bail-in: Your Deposits Were Never Safe(r)

India Witnessed Infusion of AI Across Industries 

One obviously reads how social 
media and technology have the 
power to breed beliefs only quali-
fiable as post-truth. Rare have 

been occasions when I have witnessed this 
phenomenon first hand.

The recent public outcry on deposits 
being "at risk" during a bank's liquidation 
-- due to the proposed Financial Resolution 
and Deposit Insurance (FRDI) Bill -- is as-
tounding!

What started as an op-ed in a newspa-
per blandly-titled "Banking on legislation" -- 
published a full three months after the FRDI 
Bill was tabled -- vigorously picked up steam 
courtesy a dramatically-worded WhatsApp 
cover note which termed the bail-in clause 
as a "banking Armageddon amendment".

The sensationalist delivery has obviously 
worked, as one month later we have the Fi-
nance Minister of  the country being forced 
to intervene and calm everyone's nerves. 

The political timing, on the other hand, 
should obviously give makers of  "House of  
Cards" another reason to blush. 

Coming back to the actual Bill, the only 
logical way to assess this issue is to see if  
depositors are going to be worse off  with 
this document in the picture. Does the Bill 
dramatically change the status quo? And fi-
nally, does it change it for the better or for 
worse? 

Deposits in the Indian banking system, 
much like the rest of  the world, are treated 
as the most "senior" form of  liability for a 
bank, and are hence supposed to take losses 
only after holdings of  all the shareholders 
(i.e. holders of  equity or regulatory capital); 
followed by all the creditors (i.e. who have 
extended wholesale funding to the bank) are 
wiped off  during bad loan write-downs.

Therefore, savers have at the least two 
layers of  protection before their assets are 
hit. Moreover, deposits amounting to a 
not-so-royal amount of  Rs 1 lakh are man-
datorily "protected" through "Deposit Insur-

ance", even if  the rest can theoretically suf-
fer losses.

The marginal quanta of  insured depos-
its, though inadequate and worrying, is 
a different debate altogether. In practical 
terms, the Reserve Bank of  India (RBI), be-
ing the prudent institution that it is, would 
intervene much before any bank's capital 
(which is the top layer of  protection for de-
positors) becomes dramatically low.

Now to the WhatsApp storm of  Novem-
ber 17: Let's see what is so different about 
the FRDI Bill? Not much. All the Bill does 
is to formalise the process which already 
existed. Insured deposits will still be man-
datorily protected. The cap of  Rs 1 lakh has 
been suggested to be replaced by a flexible 
mechanism, where the insured sum is fixed 
by a newly-envisaged Resolution Corpora-
tion. In any case, a revision was long due as 
a protection of  Rs 1 lakh did not make much 
sense in 1993 when it was introduced, leave 
alone now. And yes, this process now has 
a name, i.e. "bail-in", which, its taboo-like 

reputation aside, is a standard term used in 
international precedents.

One can obviously debate and push for 
better protection of  depositors through a 
wider insurance net -- but it is factually in-
correct to allege that people's savings will 
come under an increased threat courtesy the 
introduction of  the FRDI Bill.

The Bill is, in fact, a positive move, con-
sidering for the first time it sets in motion a 
separate mechanism for depositors' resolu-
tion when a contingency arises. What was 
part of  the commercial model of  banks is 
now being institutionalised and formally 
regulated.

All regulations aside, deposit holders 
have faced and will always face a certain lev-
el of  risk, but that is how the banking system 
works. The key is to ensure a robust system 
of  ownership, accountability and redressal.

Rest of  the narrative is plain hyperbole.

(Nikhil Arora is the CEO & Founder of  

When it comes to disruptive 
technologies that will drive 
businesses in the coming 
years, Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) is touted as the most promising and In-
dian enterprises across the spectrum began 
embracing it to enhance real-time user ex-
periences.

Picking up the pace globally, AI gradu-
ally cemented its position as the technology 
is quite transverse and perceived as less gim-
micky, impacting several functions to im-
prove productivity and business results, says 
Thomas Husson, Vice President and Princi-
pal Analyst, Forrester.

From flushing out fake and terror-related 
content to making sense of  humongous data 
for self-driving cars, from helping identify 
when someone might be expressing thoughts 
of  suicide on Facebook to empower NASA 
explore space communications, AI-based 
tools gained a definite momentum.

Microsoft pledged $50 million over the 
next five years to put AI technology in the 
hands of  those who are working to mitigate 
climate change.

When it comes to India, AI started play-
ing a significant role in not just developing 
smart devices but in improving engagement 
with end-consumers -- be it government or 
corporates.

Aiming to reduce the possibilities of  
signals failing, Indian Railways introduced 
remote control monitoring of  its system to 
predict failures through the effective use of  
AI.

The national transporter is using non-in-

trusive sensors for continuous online moni-
toring of  signals, track circuits, axle counters 
and their sub-systems of  interlocking, power 
supply systems including the voltage and 
current levels, relays and timers etc.

The system entails the collection of  
inputs on a pre-determined interval and 
sends this to a central location for data 
analysis.

Several financial institutions in India 
started adopting AI in automating their op-
erational processes. AI is now helping banks 
build chatbots that are interacting with cus-
tomers and gaining valuable data.

Since its launch in March, Artificial In-
telligence (AI)-based chatbot 'Eva' -- built 
for HDFC Bank by Bengaluru-based Sense-
forth AI Research -- has interacted with over 
530,000 unique users holding 1.2 million 
conversations and addressing their 2.7 mil-
lion queries with ease.

Leading AI banking platform Payjo 
launched a chat assistant called SIA for the 
State Bank of  India (SBI) that addresses 
customer enquiries instantly and helps them 
with everyday banking tasks just like a bank 
representative. SIA is able to handle nearly 
10,000 enquiries per second or 864 million 
in a day. 

Watch-maker Titan also launched a 
chatbot to engage better with millennials on 
its e-commerce store.

According to a Genpact study, 88 per 
cent of  senior executives at companies that 
are leaders in AI expect the technology will 
drive better customer experiences within 
three years.

"Indian businesses today are actively 
looking to AI and machine learning algo-

rithms in a bid to smooth processes and 
make well-informed decisions. Businesses 
are harnessing AI to gain a competitive ad-
vantage and increase profitability in a glo-
bal economy," Makarand Joshi, Area Vice 
President and Country Head, India Subcon-
tinent, Citrix, told IANS.

To explore the possibilities of  putting AI 
into driving domestic economic transfor-
mation, the Commerce Ministry in August 
formed a 18-member task force that will ex-
plore possibilities to leverage AI for develop-
ment across various fields.

Amid the thrust over AI, the country 
also realised the need to skill its workforce 
for the evolving technology trends.

Sensing the urgent need to train youth 
in the emerging field of  AI, Intel India this 
year collaborated with 40 academic institu-
tions, that are using the technology for sci-
entific research, and 50 public and private 
organisations across e-commerce, health-
care, technology, defence and banking and 
financial services sectors.

Having trained more than 9,500 develop-
ers, students and professors across 90 organ-
isations this year, the initiative is reducing 
AI entry barriers for developers, data scien-
tists and students.

"AI capabilities are greatly supplement-
ing humans to do great work in less time in 
sectors like healthcare, banking and finance, 
transport, energy and robotics, etc. It will be 
interesting to see how this whole AI thing 
evolves with time," Bob Rogers, Data Scien-
tist, AI and Analytics, Data Center Group at 
Intel, told IANS. 

Google has also come upfront and, along 
with technology learning platform Plural-

sight and educational institution Udacity, 
announced a new scholarship programme 
that will help train 1.3 lakh developers and 
students across the country.

The scholarship would enable students 
gain access to advanced learning curriculum 
and further their employability in AI and 
other emerging technologies.

The growth of  AI start-ups in the coun-
try is also driving the adoption not only for 
big companies but also for small and medi-
um enterprises (SMBs).

"Technology like AI can not only play 
a big role in the supply-demand mismatch 
in India but empower rural people where 
health and education facilities are scarce. In 
order to do that, everyone needs to be con-
nected first," stressed Chandrakant Patel, 
Chief  Engineer at HP Inc.
2017: Highlights

* Facebook, Twitter deployed AI to 
flush out fake and terror-related content on 
their platforms
* AI helped car makers focus on develop-

ing efficient autonomous vehicles
* AI helped Indian banks build chatbots
* Indian Commerce Ministry formed 

18-member task force to leverage AI for 
development across fields

* Intel India collaborated with 40 aca-
demic institutions to train developers, 
students and professors in AI

* Google India announced a new schol-
arship programme to help train 1.3 
lakh developers and students in AI 
technology

(Nishant Arora can be contacted at  

Open letter to the 
Chief Minister of 

Nagaland

An Open Letter to 
General Manager, 
Nagaland State 

TransportHon’ble Sir,
In order to comply with four-point resolu-

tions that you moved in Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly on 14th December 2017,

1. Please quote under what section/arti-
cle of  the constitution of  India, the GOI and 
ECI may take emergent and extra-ordinary 
steps to defer election. If  that emergent and 
extra-ordinary step is outside the provisions of  
the constitution, all Nagas in support of  solu-
tion expects you as the Chief  Minister to lead 
the 60 legislators in stepping down to pave way 
for solution. 

2. Please quote under what section/arti-
cle of  the constitution of  India, you have urged 
the Election Commission of  India not to issue 
any notification for General elections to the 
13th NLA scheduled in March 2018.

3. Please elaborate to the people of  Na-
galand what will qualify for acceptable and 
honorable solution. Else, how will Nagas take a 
decision not to participate in election 2018? 

4. Please specify how the political parties 
and independent candidates should co-operate 
to implement the call for ‘solution before elec-
tion’. If  that meant candidates should not file 
nominations, people of  Nagaland will expect 
you to lead other candidates as and when ECI 
issues notification for election 2018. 

19th Phek A/C

T
obu Area Students' Union on be-
half  of  Tobu general public would 
like to bring to your kind notice 
the miserable condition that is 

faced by the people without adequate serv-
ices of  N.S.T Bus from headquarter to Mo-
nyakshu S.D.O HQ and Tobu A.D.C HQ 
which have been discontinued from April, 
2017.

Tobu Sub-Division being the farthest 
from district headquarter has left commut-
ers with an untold hardship in mode of  
transportation especially during the festive 
seasons. Due to lack of  N.S.T Bus service, 
transportation has now become major issue 
for common people especially, students, 
patients and senior citizens. The only mode 
of  transportation that the vast population 
gets is a private transportation (Sumo serv-
ice )which cannot accommodate the ever 
growing population. The fare of  the trans-
portation is also another major setback.

Therefore, we request your kind author-
ity to take a serious note of  our grievances 
and resume the N.S.T Bus service at the 
earliest.

President
Tobu Area Students' Union

NLA Resolution on 
Naga Political Issue 

WHEREAS, at the Consultative Meet 
of  the Nagaland Legislators' Forum 
with the Parliamentarians and Ex-
Parliamentarians held on the 7th De-
cember, 2017 at Kohima, a resolution 
was passed urging the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly to pass a separate 
resolution on similar lines for "solu-
tion before election" during the current 
session of  the House: 

WHEREAS this House appreci-
ates the various measures taken by the 
Government of  India in regard to early 
solution of  the protracted Naga politi-
cal issue, especially the Framework 
Agreement dated 3rd August, 2015 
between the Government of  India and 
the NSCN (IM) as well as the further 
written Agreement dated 27th Novem-
ber, 2017 between the Government of  
India and the Working Group of  the 
six Naga National Political Groups: 

WHEREAS the various stake hold-
ers are sincerely and seriously engag-
ing their minds to the core details of  
the Naga political issue in order to ar-
rive at an early solution: 

WHEREAS this House is of  the 
utmost view that solution to the Naga 
Political Issue cannot afford any more 
delay and thereby interminably deny 
the Nagas their democratic right to 
self-determination and other concomi-
tant rights and vestments:

AND NOW THEREFORE the 
12th Nagaland Legislative Assembly 

assembled on this 15th day of  De-
cember, 2017 during the 19th session, 
hereby, - 

(i) urges upon the Government of  
India to take emergent and extraordi-
nary steps to usher in an honourable 
and acceptable solution to the Naga 
Political Issue well before the General 
Elections to the 13th Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly slated in March, 2018; 

(ii) urges upon the Election Com-
mission of  India not to announce the 
General Elections to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly until the 
Government of  India arrives at an 
honourable and acceptable solution to 
the Naga Political Issue in order to en-
able all Nagas to enjoy their due demo-
cratic and other rights and function as 
a more empowered electorate during 
the elections that may be ;.41gic.1 after 
the solution; 

(iii) calls upon Civil Societies, Trib-
al Hohos, Church and other organiza-
tions concerned, to cooperate with the 
vision of  the State Government in this 
regard; and 

(iv) calls upon all political parties 
and Independent candidates to imple-
ment the demand for "solution before 
election" in the field, whenever neces-
sary, so that utmost unity is displayed 
before the Government of  India and 
the Election Commission of  India. 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Mythical 
Medicines 
That I Am 
Impatient 

to Try

I hate it when I want to sneak out 
of  work early, but invisibility pills 
have not yet been invented.

Science moves soooo sloooow-
ly. It's nearly 2018! Sci-fi stories prom-
ised us that technology would bring us 
flying cars; instead it has brought us 
"Press 7 For Even More Maddeningly 
Irrelevant Choices".

I was moaning about this when a 
reader informed me that one group of  
people is serious about making fiction 
into reality. Officials in Uttarakhand, 
India, are investing cash into finding 
sanjeevani booti, the magic herb from 
the Ramayana which the god Hanuman 
uses to raise Lakshmana from the dead.

What a great idea. I asked readers 
and colleagues: What other potions 
from literature could governments turn 
into reality?

The first response came from an 
over-educated workmate, who said 
that ancient Greek literature had two 
medicines, Nepenthe and the Waters of  
Lethe, which made those who drank it 
forget their sorrows.

Bleeaaah. (That's me making the 
Wrong Answer Noise from TV quiz 
shows.) Reject! Modern society already 
has many magic potions which do ex-
actly that, including Carlsberg, King-
fisher, Bud Light, etc.

Then he suggested the elixir in 
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, which 
puts you in a death-like coma. Blee-
aaah. Reject again! We already spend 
most of  our days in death-like comas.

So I handed the question to the In-
ternet's Hive Mind and it concluded 
that authors in general are shockingly 
lazy. Fiction is full of  disappointingly 
vague potions that instantly heal any 
type of  wound, including Athelas elixir 
from Lord of  the Rings, Dittany potion 
from Harry Potter, Chamalla extract 
from Battlestar Galactica, the Senzu 
Bean from Japan's Dragonball stories 
and so on.

In fact we found only four literary 
potions which were a bit more creative 
-- and possibly worth turning into real-
ity.

1) Dried Frog Pills: From Terry 
Pratchett's Discworld stories, these 
make you hallucinate that you are sane. 
This would help pretty much all world 
leaders at the moment, the hope being 
that they would behave like sensible 
people for a change.

2) Extract of Phoenix Feathers: 
From Japan's Final Fantasy stories, this 
not only re-animates the dead but turns 
zombies back into humans. I know 
some people say there's no such thing as 
zombies, but clearly they've never met 
modern teenagers.

3) Blinkmoth Serum: From Magic: 
The Gathering, this gives you extreme 
intelligence, self-awareness, and under-
standing, making you a person of  great 
wisdom. (This is not to be confused 
with drinks such as Prosecco and ar-
rack, which make you think you have 
become a person of  great wisdom.) 
Problem: Everyone I mentioned this to 
declared that they would rather be stu-
pid all their lives than eat a moth. Good 
point.

4) The Spice Melange: This stuff  
from the Dune stories makes your 
senses super-sharp and gives the whites 
of  your eyes a strange blue glow. This 
would be useful to hide the red, blood-
shot eyes I'm going to have later this 
afternoon. "Barman, bring me your big-
gest jug of  the Waters of  Lethe." Cheers!

But of  course I have to wait until 
those lazy scientists invent invisibility 
pills so I can sneak out of  work. Come 
on, guys!

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God’s grace is immeasurable, His mercy 
inexhaustible, His peace inexpressible.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today a piece 
of  information for which you’ve been search-
ing could become known. Your money man-
agement skills might be called upon to help 

out a friend or perhaps a family member. You’re likely 
to have some good pointers to pass on, and gratitude 
should be forthcoming. Put your nose to the grindstone 
and get going!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): With the shift-
ing planetary alignment, all of  your efforts over 
the past few weeks could finally bear fruit. Suc-
cess and good fortune are strongly indicated, 

especially where money is concerned. Worries about fi-
nances are likely to disappear, and you could even receive 
public recognition. This should be a satisfying period.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A long-await-
ed vacation or a move you’ve been hoping to 
make could finally be possible. Before you go, 
there may be some paperwork to take care of. 

Thoughts of  business advancement may be playing in 
your mind, and you might consider taking a course or 
two to increase your marketability and help you a take a 
step toward achieving your goals.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Heightened 
imagination and ingenuity could bring new 
thoughts for advancing yourself  in the finan-
cial arena. Practical information from outside 

sources merges with insights to bring useful ideas your 
way. Consider everything carefully before taking any ac-
tion. Be open to the advice and counsel of  others. What-
ever you choose to do, today shows promise of  being very 
fortunate.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Social events could 
bring some exciting new contacts your way. 
Relationships with partners of  all kinds should 
be fruitful and mutually beneficial, particularly 

when the people are also close friends. If  you’ve been 
considering entering into a new business partnership, this 
is the day to start seriously discussing it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your efficient, 
practical abilities are operating at a very high 
level today. A long-term goal you’ve been work-
ing toward could finally be reached, bringing 

good fortune and acknowledgment. Your efforts will 
probably be appreciated. Major advancement could be in 
the works.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your strong busi-
ness sense and practical skills couple with 
imagination and innovation to bring advance-
ment. Information from far away could prove 

especially valuable. Relationships with friends should 
be warm and cooperative. Love relationships could also 
prove rewarding. Consider blowing off  a little steam by 
going out and having a good time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Friends and 
family could visit you today. They’re likely to 
bring new friends whose expertise benefits a 
project you’re working on. You might fantasize 

about how you’re going to spend all the money you’re 
going to make off  this project. This is fine as long as you 
postpone shopping until you have the funds.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A social 
event in your neighborhood, perhaps in your 
home, could bring useful information your way 
that you can use to advance your career. You 

could make some valuable contacts. Information received 
from neighbors could prove enlightening. You should feel 
optimistic, enthusiastic, and motivated. Whatever you 
start today should bring success.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): With the 
current astral environment, your professional 
and financial interests could take a turn for 
the better. Any difficulties you may have had 

seem to disappear as if  by magic. Whatever work you’re 
doing in either your career or personally, should run more 
smoothly. You should be feeling strong, energetic, and 
optimistic.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): All indica-
tions are that you’re feeling mentally and physi-
cally great. Your professional and financial in-
terests could take a sudden turn for the better. 

Love matters should also be going well, and children bring 
great pleasure today. This is a good time to make plans for 
the future and pursue your most cherished ambitions.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Financial dif-
ficulties could be overcome today through the 
help of  someone considerably older than you. 
Helpful advice could make a future course of  

action clearer and more practical than it seemed in the 
past. Your practical ability is heightened, and you’re less 
likely to let strong emotions interfere with making use of  
it. Intuitive abilities could also be of  assistance.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Kyle Harper| Aeon

Paul Rogers | openDemocarcy

At some time or another, every his-
torian of  Rome has been asked 
to say where we are, today, on 
Rome’s cycle of  decline. Histo-

rians might squirm at such attempts to use 
the past but, even if  history does not repeat 
itself, nor come packaged into moral lessons, 
it can deepen our sense of  what it means to 
be human and how fragile our societies are.

In the middle of  the second century, 
the Romans controlled a huge, geographi-
cally diverse part of  the globe, from north-
ern Britain to the edges of  the Sahara, from 
the Atlantic to Mesopotamia. The generally 
prosperous population peaked at 75 million. 
Eventually, all free inhabitants of  the empire 
came to enjoy the rights of  Roman citizen-
ship. Little wonder that the 18th-century 
English historian Edward Gibbon judged 
this age the ‘most happy’ in the history of  
our species – yet today we are more likely 
to see the advance of  Roman civilisation as 
unwittingly planting the seeds of  its own de-
mise.

Five centuries later, the Roman empire 
was a small Byzantine rump-state controlled 
from Constantinople, its near-eastern prov-
inces lost to Islamic invasions, its western 
lands covered by a patchwork of  Germanic 
kingdoms. Trade receded, cities shrank, and 
technological advance halted. Despite the 
cultural vitality and spiritual legacy of  these 
centuries, this period was marked by a de-
clining population, political fragmentation, 
and lower levels of  material complexity. 
When the historian Ian Morris at Stanford 
University created a universal social-devel-
opment index, the fall of  Rome emerged as 
the greatest setback in the history of  human 
civilisation. 

Explanations for a phenomenon of  this 
magnitude abound: in 1984, the German 
classicist Alexander Demandt catalogued 
more than 200 hypotheses. Most scholars 
have looked to the internal political dynam-
ics of  the imperial system or the shifting 
geopolitical context of  an empire whose 
neighbours gradually caught up in the so-
phistication of  their military and political 
technologies. But new evidence has started 
to unveil the crucial role played by changes 
in the natural environment. The paradoxes 
of  social development, and the inherent un-
predictability of  nature, worked in concert to 
bring about Rome’s demise.

Climate change did not begin with the 

exhaust fumes of  industrialisation, but has 
been a permanent feature of  human exist-
ence. Orbital mechanics (small variations in 
the tilt, spin and eccentricity of  the Earth’s 
orbit) and solar cycles alter the amount and 
distribution of  energy received from the Sun. 
And volcanic eruptions spew reflective sul-
phates into the atmosphere, sometimes with 
long-reaching effects. Modern, anthropogen-
ic climate change is so perilous because it is 
happening quickly and in conjunction with 
so many other irreversible changes in the 
Earth’s biosphere. But climate change per se 
is nothing new.

The need to understand the natural con-
text of  modern climate change has been an 
unmitigated boon for historians. Earth scien-
tists have scoured the planet for paleoclimate 
proxies, natural archives of  the past environ-
ment. The effort to put climate change in the 
foreground of  Roman history is motivated 
both by troves of  new data and a heightened 
sensitivity to the importance of  the physical 
environment. It turns out that climate had a 
major role in the rise and fall of  Roman civi-
lisation. The empire-builders benefitted from 
impeccable timing: the characteristic warm, 
wet and stable weather was conducive to 
economic productivity in an agrarian socie-
ty. The benefits of  economic growth support-
ed the political and social bargains by which 
the Roman empire controlled its vast terri-
tory. The favourable climate, in ways subtle 
and profound, was baked into the empire’s 
innermost structure.

The end of  this lucky climate regime did 
not immediately, or in any simple determin-
istic sense, spell the doom of  Rome. Rather, 
a less favourable climate undermined its 
power just when the empire was imperilled 
by more dangerous enemies – Germans, 
Persians – from without. Climate instability 
peaked in the sixth century, during the reign 
of  Justinian. Work by dendro-chronologists 
and ice-core experts points to an enormous 
spasm of  volcanic activity in the 530s and 
540s CE, unlike anything else in the past 
few thousand years. This violent sequence 
of  eruptions triggered what is now called the 
‘Late Antique Little Ice Age’, when much 
colder temperatures endured for at least 150 
years. This phase of  climate deterioration 
had decisive effects in Rome’s unravelling. It 
was also intimately linked to a catastrophe 
of  even greater moment: the outbreak of  the 
first pandemic of  bubonic plague.

Disruptions in the biological environ-
ment were even more consequential to 
Rome’s destiny. For all the empire’s preco-

cious advances, life expectancies ranged in 
the mid-20s, with infectious diseases the 
leading cause of  death. But the array of  
diseases that preyed upon Romans was not 
static and, here too, new sensibilities and 
technologies are radically changing the way 
we understand the dynamics of  evolutionary 
history – both for our own species, and for 
our microbial allies and adversaries.

The highly urbanised, highly intercon-
nected Roman empire was a boon to its mi-
crobial inhabitants. Humble gastro-enteric 
diseases such as Shigellosis and paratyphoid 
fevers spread via contamination of  food and 
water, and flourished in densely packed cit-
ies. Where swamps were drained and high-
ways laid, the potential of  malaria was 
unlocked in its worst form – Plasmodium 
falciparum – a deadly mosquito-borne proto-
zoon. The Romans also connected societies 
by land and by sea as never before, with the 
unintended consequence that germs moved 
as never before, too. Slow killers such as tu-
berculosis and leprosy enjoyed a heyday in 
the web of  interconnected cities fostered by 
Roman development.

However, the decisive factor in Rome’s 
biological history was the arrival of  new 
germs capable of  causing pandemic events. 
The empire was rocked by three such inter-
continental disease events. The Antonine 
plague coincided with the end of  the optimal 
climate regime, and was probably the glo-
bal debut of  the smallpox virus. The empire 
recovered, but never regained its previous 
commanding dominance. Then, in the mid-
third century, a mysterious affliction of  un-
known origin called the Plague of  Cyprian 
sent the empire into a tailspin. Though it re-
bounded, the empire was profoundly altered 
– with a new kind of  emperor, a new kind 
of  money, a new kind of  society, and soon 
a new religion known as Christianity. Most 
dramatically, in the sixth century a resurgent 
empire led by Justinian faced a pandemic of  
bubonic plague, a prelude to the medieval 
Black Death. The toll was unfathomable – 
maybe half  the population was felled.

The plague of  Justinian is a case study 
in the extraordinarily complex relationship 
between human and natural systems. The 
culprit, the Yersinia pestis bacterium, is not 
a particularly ancient nemesis; evolving just 
4,000 years ago, almost certainly in central 
Asia, it was an evolutionary newborn when 
it caused the first plague pandemic. The dis-
ease is permanently present in colonies of  
social, burrowing rodents such as marmots 
or gerbils. However, the historic plague pan-

demics were colossal accidents, spillover 
events involving at least five different spe-
cies: the bacterium, the reservoir rodent, the 
amplification host (the black rat, which lives 
close to humans), the fleas that spread the 
germ, and the people caught in the crossfire.

Genetic evidence suggests that the 
strain of  Yersinia pestis that generated the 
plague of  Justinian originated somewhere 
near western China. It first appeared on the 
southern shores of  the Mediterranean and, 
in all likelihood, was smuggled in along the 
southern, seaborne trading networks that 
carried silk and spices to Roman consum-
ers. It was an accident of  early globalisation. 
Once the germ reached the seething colonies 
of  commensal rodents, fattened on the em-
pire’s giant stores of  grain, the mortality was 
unstoppable.

The plague pandemic was an event of  as-
tonishing ecological complexity. It required 
purely chance conjunctions, especially if  
the initial outbreak beyond the reservoir ro-
dents in central Asia was triggered by those 
massive volcanic eruptions in the years pre-
ceding it. It also involved the unintended 
consequences of  the built human environ-
ment – such as the global trade networks 
that shuttled the germ onto Roman shores, 
or the proliferation of  rats inside the em-
pire. The pandemic baffles our distinctions 
between structure and chance, pattern and 
contingency. Therein lies one of  the lessons 
of  Rome. Humans shape nature – above all, 

the ecological conditions within which evo-
lution plays out. But nature remains blind 
to our intentions, and other organisms and 
ecosystems do not obey our rules. Climate 
change and disease evolution have been the 
wild cards of  human history.

Our world now is very different from 
ancient Rome. We have public health, germ 
theory and antibiotic pharmaceuticals. We 
will not be as helpless as the Romans, if  
we are wise enough to recognise the grave 
threats looming around us, and to use the 
tools at our disposal to mitigate them. But 
the centrality of  nature in Rome’s fall gives 
us reason to reconsider the power of  the 
physical and biological environment to tilt 
the fortunes of  human societies. Perhaps we 
could come to see the Romans not so much 
as an ancient civilisation, standing across 
an impassable divide from our modern age, 
but rather as the makers of  our world to-
day. They built a civilisation where global 
networks, emerging infectious diseases and 
ecological instability were decisive forces in 
the fate of  human societies. The Romans, 
too, thought they had the upper hand over 
the fickle and furious power of  the natural 
environment. History warns us: they were 
wrong.

(Kyle Harper is professor of  classics and 
letters, and senior vice president and provost at 
the University of  Oklahoma. His latest book is 

The Fate of  Rome: Climate, Disease, and the 
End of  an Empire (2017).)

Donald Trump announced on 6 December that 
the United States was recognising Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. Most notable about his 
speech was not what he said, or how he said it, 

but the presence and demeanour of vice-president Mike 
Pence. Though an element almost entirely missing from the 
reams of analysis following Trump’s statement, Pence’s be-
liefs do much to explain Trump’s motivation.

Washington’s declaration of Jerusalem to be Israel’s 
capital has provoked sharp criticism across the world, most 
strongly in the Middle East where 57 members of the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called for East Je-
rusalem to be accepted as the capital of a Palestinian state. 
This may count for little in Trump’s White House, though 
there might be slightly more concern over the attitudes of  
the European Union in general and France in particular. 
Even Britain under Theresa May added its pennyworth.

The strong worldwide condemnation of a statement with 
little obvious benefit raises the question: why did Trump go 
so far at this time? Some pointed to his repeated backing for 
Israel during the presidential campaign in 2016 and the need 
to deliver to his core domestic base. In turn, this leads to a 
further question: why would this base be especially support-
ive of the Jerusalem policy? The answers almost certainly lie 
in one particular element of evangelical Christianity, most 
commonly known as Christian Zionism, and one of its most 
fervent supporters, vice-president Mike Pence. 

Worldwide condemnation of  the ‘recognition’ of  Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital raises the question: why did Trump go so far 
at this time?

To talk about the power of the “Jewish lobby” in the 
United States is actually misleading when the more cor-
rectly described “Israel lobby” wields far more electoral 
power thanks to its reinforcement by Christian Zionists. 
They number tens of millions of voters compared with the 
far smaller American Jewish population who, in any case, 
will tend more often to vote for the Democratic Party.

Nearly a third of Americans, around 100 million people, 
lean towards evangelical Christianity and of these perhaps 
a third embrace the Christian Zionist perspective. This is 
passionate in its support for Israel. Two of the most power-
ful groups that link with the pro-Israel lobby are Christians 
United for Israel and the International Christian Embassy.

An earlier column in this series, almost thirteen years 
ago, summarised the nature and development of this orien-

tation of Christianity and sought to explain why it was so 
significant in the United States (see “Christian Zionists and 
neocons: a heavenly marriage”, 3 February 2005). Also 
known as “dispensationalism” or “dispensation theology”, 
it has been around for nearly two centuries but has only ac-
quired real political significance in the last two decades. Its 
particular importance stems from three factors: the voting 
power of this substantial proportion of evangelical Chris-
tians, its deep-rooted support for the state of Israel, and its 
links with neo-conservatism.
The history of an idea
The essence of dispensation theology, allowing for internal 
variations, is that God has given a dispensation to the Jews 
to prepare the way for the second coming. The literal fulfil-
ment of Old Testament promises to biblical Israel is now 
approaching an “end of days” that will involve a millen-
nium of earthly rule centred on Jerusalem. Thus, the state 
of Israel, as a Jewish state, is a fundamental part of God’s 
plan, and it is essential for it to survive and thrive.

Dispensationalists would argue that this has always 
been a core part of the Christian message, but most his-
torians of theology trace the doctrine to the thoughts and 
preaching of John Nelson Darby (1800-82), a minister of  
the Plymouth Brethren active in promoting it in the 1820s. 
It attracted particular attention in the United States as part 
of the Biblical Conference Movement in the 1870s, and 
flourished in the first decades of the 20th century.

The evangelist Cyrus Scofield was central to this proc-
ess. His Scofield Reference Bible (1909) was the first book 
published by the new United States offices of the Oxford 
University Press. Its prolific theological interpretations 
helped make it perhaps the most renowned version of the 
bible in north American evangelism.

Michael Vlach describes how many Bible schools 
teaching dispensationalism were formed in the 1920s, the 
most significant being the Dallas Theological Seminary in 
1924. The Scofield Bible became a standard source in these 
institutions, helping the phenomenon of “Christian Zion-
ism” to lay down firm roots in the inter-war years.

Many dispensationalists saw the establishment of Israel 
as the beginning of a fulfilment of biblical prophecies.

In 1948, many dispensationalists saw the establishment 
of Israel as the beginning of a fulfilment of biblical prophe-
cies. Later moments in the country’s history – especially the 
six-day war in 1967 and the election of Ronald Reagan in 
1980 – gave a further impetus to the idea.

Bill Clinton’s presidency (1993-2000) was more diffi-

cult for dispensationalists, partly because they followed the 
preacher scandals of the late 1980s, and because Clinton 
was more favourable to the more secular elements of the 
Israeli political system, not least with its Labour Party. But 
during these years, the main pro-Israel lobbies in Washing-
ton – particularly the American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee (AIPAC) – sought to build close links with the Chris-
tian Zionists. In this, AIPAC and similar organisations 
were recognising the increasing demographic and political 
power of the Christian Zionists, and also securing a wider 
foundation of support at a time when American Jewish 
communities were scarred by deep internal divisions that 
threatened to reduce backing for Israel.

The American theologian Donald Wagner wrote a suc-
cinct account of Christian Zionism in 2003. He tracked the 
remarkable coming together of the movement with neo-
conservatism during the George W Bush era (2001-08), quot-
ing to this effect the once leading evangelical preacher Jerry 
Falwell: “The Bible Belt is Israel’s safety net in the United 
States.” Wagner remarked: “By 2000, a shift had taken place 
in the Republican Party. It began embracing the doctrines of  
neoconservative ideologues who advocated US unilateralism 
and favored military solutions over diplomacy. The more ag-
gressive approach was put into action after Sept. 11, and to 
no one’s surprise, Israel’s war against the Palestinians and its 
other enemies was soon linked to the US ‘war on terrorism’.”

More recently still, the Barack Obama period (2009-16) 
was characterised by his administration’s suspicion of Bin-
yamin Netanyahu’s government in Israel. This was height-
ened by the latter’s controversial speech in Washington in 
2015, which aimed to undermine Obama while showing 
due deference to Christian Zionism (see “Christian Zion-
ism and Netanyahu’s speech”, 5 March 2015).
The vice-president’s vision
If Trump’s victory brings the story up to date, the real focus 
should be on his deputy – for Mike Pence is now its really 
significant figure. Although Pence’s family background is 
Irish-American Roman Catholic, he embraced a markedly 
evangelical perspective at college and has maintained that 
faith orientation ever since. It includes a particularly strong 
Christian Zionist perspective.

That perspective has come to the fore in the year since 
the election. The scholar Daniel G Hummel notes the sig-
nificance of Pence becoming the first sitting vice-president 
to deliver a keynote address to the annual meeting of Chris-
tians United for Israel. This, says Hummel, “marks a fun-
damental change in the language that the White House has 

historically employed to articulate the United States’ rela-
tionship with Israel”. He continues:

“Christian Zionism has a long history in American 
politics, but it has never captured the bully pulpit of the 
White House. Past administrations often used general 
biblical language in reference to Israel, but never has the 
evangelical theology of Christian Zionism been so close 
to the policymaking apparatus of the executive branch. By 
identifying with Christian Zionism while in office, Pence 
risks the Trump administration’s ongoing search for an 
‘ultimate deal’ to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
erodes the US’s claim that it can be an ‘honest broker’ in 
the Middle East.” (see Dan Hummel, “What you need to 
know about Mike Pence’s speech to Christians United for 
Israel”, Washington Post, 17 July 2017).

Christian Zionism has a long history in American poli-
tics, but it has never captured the bully pulpit of the White 
House – until now.

The Christian Zionist worldview is thus at the heart of  
the Trump administration’s approach to Israel. Its impor-
tance is bolstered by the need to encourage this valuable 
portion of Trump’s electoral support (which as opinion-
polls, and the remarkable Senate election result in Ala-
bama, suggest is shrinking).

This whole issue also arrives at a time when what is 
becoming known as the “Israel Victory” political caucus 
is gathering influence in Congress. This caucus, which has 
plenty of support in Netanyahu’s government, takes a sim-
ple, binary view: Israel has won, the Palestinians have lost 
– and really had better get used to living in a Jewish state. 
This hubristic outlook may cause anger and dismay among 
many Jews in the United States and western Europe, but it 
is a driving force within the Trump administration, which 
pays little more than lip-service to a two-state solution. Per-
haps most significant of all, it fits almost perfectly into the 
Christian Zionist vision.

Christian Zionism and Mike Pence’s role in it are vi-
tal to any serious explanation of the political context of  
Trump’s declaration on Jerusalem. It is also worth reflect-
ing that Trump’s departure before the end of his first term 
would mean a Pence presidency. That would be warmly 
welcomed by Binyamin Netanyahu and the tens of mil-
lions of Christian Zionists. In political terms the outcome 
could well be a leadership more astute and functional than 
at present. But as far as Israel and the Middle East are con-
cerned, the dangers already sparked by the Jerusalem deci-
sion would increase yet further.

How Climate Change and Disease Helped the Fall of Rome

Trump, Pence, Jerusalem: the Christian Zionism Connection

Thomas Cole’s The Course of Empire: Desola on, 1836.                 Courtesy New York Historical Society/Wikipedia
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Lanka releases 16 TN fishermen 
from prison
Rameswaram, Dec. 15 (PTI): Sixteen fishermen from 
this coastal town, arrested by Sri Lankan Navy in 
October, were released by the island nation today. A court 
in Jaffna ordered their release from prison, according 
to information received by Rameswaram Fishermen’s 
Association leader P Sesuraja. He said that Sri Lankan 
naval personnel would hand over the fishermen to the 
Indian Coast Guard at the International Maritime 
Boundary Line tomorrow. More than 130 Tamil Nadu 
fishermen, arrested on various occasions, are still 
languishing in different prisons in Sri Lanka, he said.

Bomb scare in Delhi’s Khan 
Market, search on
New Delhi, Dec. 15 (IANS): Delhi Police, along with 
its bomb disposal and dog squads, on Friday launched a 
swift search operation after receiving a bomb threat call 
in the upscale Khan Market area. The Police Control 
Room received the call around 7 a.m saying that “a 
bomb has been planted in Khan Market”. The K9 team 
along with the bomb disposal squad and officers were still 
searching the area around 1 p.m.  Security in the market 
and its surrounding areas has been beefed up, Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police B.K Singh said. “The call 
originated from outside the New Delhi district. Nothing 
suspicious has been found yet,” the DCP said. 

2 criminals, involved in 11 cases, arrested
New Delhi, Dec. 15 (IANS): Two criminals, involved 
in over 11 cases of robbery, attempt to murder, snatching 
as well as under the Arms Act, have been arrested, 
police said on Thursday. Shahid, 40, and his accomplice, 
Govind, 24, were active robbers in south Delhi’s Kalkaji 
and Okhla areas, police said. “The two were arrested 
on Tuesday night when a police team was checking 
vehicles in Okhla Phase 3. They were riding a bike but 
after spotting police, ran towards a forest area. They were 
chased and nabbed,” Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Chinmoy Biswal said. A country-made pistol has been 
recovered from their possession, he said. “Govind told 
police that the two met inside Tihar Jail and became good 
friends four years ago. He said he was inspired by Shahid 
who had been an active criminal in south Delhi for the 
last 21 years. They started committing crime together 
after coming out of jail,” Biswal said. 

Canadian held for entering Delhi 
airport using fake ticket 
New Delhi, Dec. 15 (PTI): A Canadian national was 
caught at the Delhi airport for allegedly using a fake travel 
ticket to enter the terminal building to see his family off, 
official sources said today. S S Josan was apprehended 
after CISF personnel found him roaming suspiciously 
inside Terminal-3 (T3) building of  the Indira Gandhi 
International (IGI) Airport last night, they said. He told 
the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel 
that he used a cancelled ticket to enter the terminal to see 
his family off, who were travelling to Hong Kong, the 
sources added. Josan, a Canadian passport holder, was 
subsequently handed over to the police, they said. 

Salesman killed in accidental pistol 
fire; colleague held 
Greater Noida, Dec. 15 (PTI): A liquor salesman 
died after he was critically injured when a was hit by 
a bullet that was accidentally fired, police said. DSP 
Greater Noida Amit Kishore Srivastava said that last 
night salesman Anant suffered a bullet injury and was 
admitted at the Kailash hospital. He died during the 
treatment and his brother Anil lodged a murder case. 
“Investigations showed that the deceased and two other 
salesmen Deepak and Palmal were preparing to have 
dinner in the shop last night. They downed the shutter. 
They had a country-made pistol and were playing with 
it. Accidentally, the pistol, when in the hands of one of  
the salesmen, got fired and a bullet hit Anant’s chest,” the 
police official said.

Cabinet clears bill criminalising triple talaq 

Christians attacked in MP over 
alleged conversion, 30 detained 

Maharashtra Police seize arms cache near Nashik

Bangladesh wants India to 
raise Rohingya issue in UN

Cabinet 
approves MoU 
with Colombia 
on agriculture

New Delhi, Dec. 15 (IANS): A 
bill seeking to criminalise instant 
triple talaq among Muslims and 
providing for a three-year jail term 
was cleared by the Union Cabinet 
on Friday, which the government 
said was aimed at protecting the 
dignity and security of women in 
the community.

The Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 
2017 got the cabinet nod at a 
meeting chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who had spoken 
about the issue even during the 
campaign of  the just-ended Gu-
jarat Assembly elections.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad refused to give details of  
the Bill at a media briefing on the 
ground that Parliament was in ses-
sion. He merely said many state 
governments, to whom the draft 
of the bill was sent, had supported 
the Bill. 

According to the draft Bill sent 
out to states earlier this month, 
it was proposed that triple talaq 
be made a cognisable and non-
bailable offence that would attract 
a jail term of three years. The draft 

law was prepared in the backdrop 
of  the August 22 verdict of  the 
Supreme Court striking down the 
practice of  “instant” triple talaq 
as illegal.

However, it is understood that 
the Bill provides for a three-year 
imprisonment and fine to a Mus-
lim man if he resorts to the practice 
of  instant divorce, which a five-
judge bench of the Supreme Court 
had held as “unconstitutional and 
arbitrary”. The court had also held 
that triple talaq was not integral 
to Islam.

The Bill, while making instant 
divorce a cognisable and non-
bailable offence, also seeks to give 
the affected women right to seek 
maintenance. It is expected to 
be introduced during the Winter 
Session of  Parliament that com-
menced on Friday. 

Declining to go into the details 
of the measure, Prasad said it was 
designed to shield the helpless vic-
tims of triple talaq and to give them 
dignity and security. 

“Cabinet has taken historic 
decisions today which will have a 
long term impact in the growth of  

the country... because Parliament 
session is on, I cannot give details 
of the Bill,” he said. 

“We approved The Muslim 
Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, which is to protect 
victims of Triple Talaq,” he added.

The Cabinet clearance was 
criticised by the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board as a direct at-
tack on the religious freedom of the 
Muslim community, while women 
activists sought collective support 
of political parties in converting the 
Bill into law.

Opposing the bill, AIMPLB 
member Maulana Khalid Rashid 
said: “As far as the compensation 
for the rehabilitation of the women 
is concerned, they are already 
being given by the Muslim com-
munity. So, the triple talaq bill, we 
consider as a direct interference in 
the religious matters of the largest 
community. It is an attack on reli-
gious freedom...”

“Women are not being tortured 
in the name of triple talaq. Mus-
lim women have said they do not 
want change in the personal law 
including the law of triple talaq. If  

certain people are misusing certain 
laws it doesn’t mean that you will 
completely finish that law. It is part 
of  our ‘sharia’. The government 
should at least have consulted Mus-
lim organisations before making 
any such law,” he said.

Activist Zakir Soman said the 
Muslim Personal Law Board and 
the Muslim community are not 
taking proper care of  triple talaq 
victims, and such women should 
be given justice as per law. 

“If  the community and the 
Personal Law Board was doing 
enough why would be the women 
(triple talaq victims) be coming 
to women’s organisation?,” asked 
Soman.

“The community is indulging 
in argument but that doesn’t mean 
we will give up our constitutional 
and legal entitlement. We are all 
citizens in a democracy and living 
in the 21st century. We are entitled, 
educated and empowered, and we 
want justice as per the law of the 
land...So, this kind of  Personal 
Law Board argument for any kind 
of  reform is not accepted,” the 
activist said. 

According to Soman, they 
have written letters to Congress 
President-elect Rahul Gandhi and 
other opposition leaders, includ-
ing West Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav and CPI-M General Sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury for their 
collective support in converting 
the triple talaq Bill into when it 
is tabled in the Winter Session of  
Parliament for discussion.

“Through the letter, we re-
quested the leaders to come to-
gether in order to solve the issue. It 
is not the matter of BJP, Congress 
or any other political parties. It is 
the responsibility of political par-
ties, its representatives and all the 
women of this country,” she said. 

Another women activist Hina 
Zaheer said: “According to the 
Quran, there is no provision for 
instant talaq... So, it should not be 
the matter of ego for the Muslim 
Personal Law Board. The board 
should have solved it by them-
selves. They haven’t solved it, that 
is why lot of politics is being done 
over the issue.”

Satna (Madhya Pradesh), 
Dec. 15 (IANS): Right-wing 
Hindu activists attacked 
Catholic carol singers in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Satna 
district and also set a priest’s 
car ablaze, accusing them 
of  religious conversion. 
The police detained over 
30 members of  the Catho-
lic choir group, including 
priests.

The incident occurred on 
Thursday evening. Instead 
of taking action against the 
attackers, the police detained 
the carol singers, a Catholic 
priest said.

Father Rene Verghese 
told IANS on Friday: “A 
group of students training to 
become priests was moving 
around Satna town, visiting 
Christian institutions and 
singing carols. 

“Some 15 km from here 
in Dara Kalan village church 

they were getting ready for 
the Christmas celebrations, 
when a group of people at-
tacked them, accusing them 
of  carrying out religious 
conversion.”

Verghese said the Hindu 
group raised slogans and 
called the Civil Lines police 
station.

All 32 carollers, accom-
panied by two priests, were 
taken to the police station. 
Eight priests who later went 
to the police station to en-
quire into the matter were 
also taken into custody, he 
said.

The mob attacked the 
Christian students inside 
the police station, and set 
fire to the priest’s car parked 
outside.

Verghese denied any 
attempt at religious con-
version. He said singing 
carols is a common practice 

around the time of  Christ-
mas. “We were just doing 
that and preparing for the 
Christmas celebrations.”

However, City Super-
intendent of  Police D.D. 
Pande told IANS: “One 
Dharmendra Dohad has 
registered a complaint with 
us that he was paid Rs 5,000 
and converted to a Chris-
tian.

“He was given a holy dip 
in a pond and his name was 
changed to Dharmendra 
Thomas, the complainant 
said. They also asked him 
to pray to Lord Christ,” he 
said. 

A case has been regis-
tered against one identified 
person and five unknown 
persons in the conversion 
case, Pande said.

They are also investigat-
ing the vandalism carried 
out by the mob.

Nashik, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
Police here arrested three 
men and seized a large cache 
of arms from a vehicle near 
a toll plaza on the Agra-
Mumbai highway early on 
Friday, an officer said.

The seizure near the 
Chandwad Toll Plaza in-
cluded at least two dozen 
rifles, 19 guns, including 
two foreign-made revolvers, 
and more than 4,100 live 
cartridges, said the Nashik 

Rural Police officer.
Late on Thursday night, 

the vehicle’s driver had filled 
diesel before flashing a gun 
at the petrol station attend-
ant and fleeing without pay-
ing.

The police was alerted 
and they placed road blocks 
at strategic locations, finally 
managing to stop the jeep.

A thorough search re-
vealed the arms cache from 
specially-created compart-

ments inside the vehicle.
According to prelimi-

nary investigations, the arms 
may have been smuggled 
from some factory in Uttar 
Pradesh, but its destination, 
the motive and people be-
hind the operation was not 
known.

The Chandwad police 
have arrested three persons, 
including the vehicle driver 
and two others and further 
probe in underway.

Kolkata, Dec. 15 (PTI): 
Bangladesh wants My-
anmar to take back the 
Rohingya refugees and 
it expects India to move 
a resolution in the Unit-
ed Nations for the same, 
B a n g l a d e s h  m i n i s t e r 
Mosharraf  Hossain said 
here today.

It is not sustainable 
for a poor country like 
Bangladesh to carry on 
feeding the huge number 
of  Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar for a very long 
time, he said.

“We would like India 
to move a resolution in 
the United Nations to call 
on Myanmar to take back 
the Rohingyas from Bang-
ladesh as we cannot keep 
them lifelong with our 
limited resources,” the 
Bangladesh minister for 
Housing and Public Works 
said.

Hossain said it was due 
to humanitarian reasons 
that Bangladesh decided 
to give shelter to the Ro-
hingyas.

“Had we pushed them 
back, they would have 
been killed,” he said.

An estimated 6,20,000 
Rohingyas have entered 
Bangladesh following an 
Army crackdown on rebels 
in Myanmar.

At least  6,700 Ro-
hingya Muslims, includ-
ing at least 730 children 

under the age of  five, were 
killed in the first month of  
a crackdown that started 
in August in Myanmar’s 
northern Rakhine state, 
according to an estimate 
released by Doctors With-
out Borders.

An international hu-
manitarian NGO, Doctors 
Without Borders is best 
known for its work in war-
torn regions and develop-
ing countries affected by 
endemic diseases.

Asked about terrorist 
outfits using Bangladesh 
soil for nefarious activi-
ties, the minister said, “We 
have a zero- tolerance poli-
cy towards terrorism.” 

Bangladesh acts very 
strongly against any ter-
rorist act on its soil, he 
said.

The minister is lead-
ing a 72-member delega-
tion from his country to 
celebrate India’s victory 
over Pakistan in the 1971 
war and the subsequent 
liberation of  Bangladesh 
on December 16.

A Mukti Joddha (free-
dom fighter), Hossain ac-
tively participated in the 
Liberation War for his 
country and had blown 
up a crucial bridge dur-
ing the 1971 conflict, 
affecting supplies to the 
Pakistan Army in the 
eastern theatre, a defence 
official said.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  15 
(IANS): The Union Cabi-
net, chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on 
Friday approved the sign-
ing of  a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween India and Colombia 
in the field of  agriculture 
and fisheries, said an of-
ficial release.

The MoU seeks inno-
vative agriculture practices 
and approaches, and new 
agricultural mechaniza-
tion, as per the release.

I t  a lso ta lks  about 
successful models of  ag-
riculture marketing by 
developing projects in as-
sociation with agricultural 
companies for production 
of  seed, by building inno-
vative production models 
and value generation proc-
esses in horticulture (veg-
etables, fruits and flowers), 
and exchanging informa-
tion and experts.

The MoU also pro-
vides for cooperation in 
research in oil seeds and 
oil palm, marine indus-
trial fishing, aqua-culture 
and research and training 
in the field of  fisheries, 
small and large ruminants 
(cattle, sheep, goat) and 
pigs productivity, diseases 
and diagnostics, and pork 
processing and value ad-
dition.

“N
e w -
ton”, 
I n -
dia’s 
o f f i -

cial entry in the Best Foreign 
Language category at the 
90th Academy Awards, is 
out of the Oscars race.

The Academy of  Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences (AMPAAS) has 
announced that the Amit 
Masurkar-directed black 
comedy is not a part of the 
nine-film line-up which have 
advanced to the next round 
of voting.

The nine films are - “A 
Fantastic Woman” (Chile), 
“In the Fade” (Germany), 
“On Body and Soul” (Hun-
gary), “Foxtrot” (Israel), 
“The Insult” (Lebanon), 
“Loveless” (Russia), Felicite 
(Senegal), “The Wound” 
(South Africa) and “The 
Square” (Sweden).

Featuring Rajkummar 

Rao and Pankaj Tripathi 
in key roles, the Hindi lan-
guage film chronicles the 
foibles of democracy in the 
jungles of Chhattisgarh.

Nominations for the 
90th Academy Awards will 
be announced on January 
23.

No Indian film has ever 
won an Oscar. The last In-
dian film that made it to the 
final five in the Best For-
eign Film category list was 
Ashutosh Gowariker’s “La-
gaan” in 2001.

“Mother India” (1958) 
and “Salaam Bombay” 
(1989) are the other two 
Indian movies to have made 
it to the top five.

Tamil film “Visaranai” 
by director Vetrimaaran 
was India’s official submis-
sion to the Oscars last year.

The ceremony will be 
held on March 4 in Los 
Angeles. 

PTI 

A
ctor-wrestler Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson says he will 
“100 per cent” run for the 
President of  the US. He is 
planning to do so in 2024.

With so much to do as a producer, 
actor and businessman, Johnson says 
handling both his career and poli-
tics at the same time.

“I couldn’t do both,” Johnson 
told variety.com.

“Realistically, as we go into 
2018, when you look at my slate 
as we’re developing and shooting 
into 2019 and 2020, the slate 
goes deep into 2021, so it feels 
like the realistic considera-
tion would be 2024,” 
he added.

The idea to pursue politics originally 
came into Johnson’s mind 

because of  a  2016 
Washington Post arti-

cle which stated that 
he could win if  he 
ran for President.

“It was never 
something that 
I trumpeted and 
beat my chest 
and ever said 
publicly, ‘This 

is what I’m go-
ing to do’, but as 

that story picked up, 
Americans picked it 

up and there was this 
sentiment of, ‘We’re not 
joking, and we would 

really love the idea if  
you would run’,” he 

said.
IANS

A
ctor Dustin Hoffman 
has been accused of  
allegedly exposing 
himself to a 16-year-
old classmate of  his 

daughter Karina in 1980 and as-
saulting two other women while 
working on the 1987 film “Ishtar”.

Speaking to variety.com, the 
women described predatory inci-
dents involving Hoffman that fit 
into a pattern of alleged behaviour 
that has emerged in the wake of  
previous sexual-misconduct claims 
against the now 80-year-old actor.

Cori Thomas was in high 
school when she says Hoffman 
exposed himself to her in a hotel 

‘Newton’ fails to make 
the cut at Oscars

Dwayne-The Rock ‘100 per cent’ 
considering Presidential run in 2024

Dustin Hoffman accused of exposing himself to minor

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 8 pm: Starwars- 
The last jedi (Eng) 2D
2 pm, 5 pm: Starwars- 

The last jedi (Eng)  3D

room. 
Melissa Kester was a col-

lege graduate when Hoffman 
allegedly sexually assaulted her 
while recording audio for the 
film “Ishtar”.

A third woman, who asked 
to remain anonymous, said 
that Hoffman assaulted her in 
the back of  a station wagon 
and manipulated her into a 
subsequent sexual encounter 
that left her traumatised.

In a letter to Variety’s own-
er Penske Media Corp, Hoff-
man’s attorney Mark A. Neu-
bauer of Carlton Fields Jordan 
Burt called the accusations 

against the actor “defamatory 
falsehoods”.

Thomas didn’t share the 
story of  her encounter with 
Hoffman until seven years after 
it allegedly occurred, when her 
daughter was born. 

She told a family member 
-- who having heard the story 
some time in the 1980s -- and 
several close friends. 

“One of  them said, ‘If  
this was your daughter, what 
would you do?’ And I said, ‘I 
would call the police’,” said 
Thomas, who is now a play-
wright.

Earlier this year, three 

women came forward with 
allegations against Hoffman 
detailing sexual harassment 
that they said occurred decades 
ago. In an October letter, Anna 
Graham Hunter, a production 
assistant on “Death of a Sales-
man” in 1985, wrote that Hoff-
man harassed and assaulted 
her on set when she was 17 
years old. 

Last week, actress Kathryn 
Rossetter shared that Hoffman 
groped and assaulted her while 
the two worked together on 
the Broadway production of  
“Death of a Salesman”.

IANS



Brussels, Dec. 15 (PTI/AFP): Eu-
ropean Union leaders agreed today 
to open crucial talks on a future 
relationship with Britain but warned 
they would be even tougher than the 
first torturous phase of negotiations.

EU President Donald Tusk con-
gratulated British Prime Minister 
Theresa May after her 27 counter-
parts endorsed an interim deal on 
the terms of  Britain’s divorce, and 
approved the next stage of  discus-
sions.

But although talks will begin in 
January on a post-Brexit transition 
period of  around two years, they 
stressed that actual negotiations on 
future trade ties would not start until 
March, as they need more clarity on 
what Britain wants.

“EU leaders agree to move on 
to the second phase of Brexit talks. 
Congratulations PM 

May replied on Twitter, thank-
ing Tusk and European Commis-
sion President Jean-Claude Juncker 
and hailing it as a major advance in 
the negotiations.

“Today is an important step on 

the road to delivering a smooth and 
orderly Brexit and forging our deep 
and special future partnership,” 
May said.

As he arrived for the meeting 
on Friday, Juncker -- who sealed the 
deal with May on December 8 after 
tense all-night talks -- said the British 
premier had made “big efforts”.

But he warned the next stage 
“would be much harder than the 
first phase, and the first phase was 
very hard”.

Britain voted to leave the EU in a 
referendum in June 2016 and is due 
to end its four decade membership 
on March 29, 2019.

After months of  difficult talks, 
May and Juncker agreed a deal on 
the key divorce issues of  Britain’s 
exit bill, the future of the Irish bor-
der and expatriate rights.

At a meeting without the British 
premier on Friday, the other EU 
leaders formally approved negoti-
ating guidelines saying there had 
been “sufficient progress” in the 
first phase and that the second phase 
could begin.

May had last night addressed 
her counterparts over dinner and 
was “clear about wanting to move 
onto trade talks as quickly as possi-
ble” with “ambition and creativity”, 
a British official said.

Leaders said there had been 
polite applause for May, who came 
to the summit hours after a humili-
ating parliamentary defeat over her 
Brexit plans.

After the dinner, German Chan-
cellor Merkel said May had made 
“good offers” but added that “there 
remain many issues to be solved and 
we don’t have much time”.

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban said May was “a 
tough leader in the interest of Brit-
ain.” 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte said she was a “formidable 
political operator” but that it was 
“crucial” she sets out Britain’s wish 
list for long-term ties.

The EU guidelines stressed that 
it was not possible to sign a formal 
trade deal until after Britain had 
left the bloc, and officials warned it 

could take years to do so.
Options for a future relationship 

include following the model of  a 
recent EU-Canada trade deal, or 
Norway’s membership of the Euro-
pean Economic Area.

But British officials are hoping 
for a deal by March on a two-year 
transition out of  the bloc, during 
which their relationship would 
largely stay the same.

Questions still linger however 
over the divorce agreement, after 
Brexit minister David Davis ap-
peared to suggest it was not legally 
enforceable and that Britain would 
only pay its exit bill if  it got a trade 
deal.

There are particular concerns 
about the guarantee made by Lon-
don -- at Dublin’s request -- that 
there will be no frontier checks 
between Ireland and the British 
province of Northern Ireland.

“Even a primary school student 
will realise there is a problem to 
solve with the Irish border,” said 
Austria’s Chancellor Christian 
Kern. 

9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur,  Saturday, December 16, 2017

PTI

Alexei Ulyukayev (File Photo)

EU opens next Brexit phase, warns of tough talks Russian ex-minister gets 8 
years in jail for bribery 

Clashes in West Bank over Trump’s Jerusalem move US woman laundered 
cryptocurrencies to fund ISRamallah/Gaza, Dec. 15 

(IANS): Clashes broke out 
on Friday between Pales-
tinians and Israeli forces in 
several West Bank locations 
during protests over US 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision of  recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The violence occurred 
after scores of  Palestinians 
performed Friday prayers 
at the Israeli  military 
checkpoint of  Qalandia, 
north of  the West Bank 
between Ramallah and 
Jerusalem.

The Israeli soldiers at 
the checkpoint threw tear-
gas bombs and opened fire 
at the worshippers in an 

attempt to disperse them 
after prayers, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Similar clashes were 
also reported in several lo-
cations including Ramal-
lah, Hebron, Qalqilia and 
Bethlehem.

Pales t in ians  threw 
rocks at Israeli security 
forces in Bethlehem as hun-
dreds demonstrated outside 
the Al-Aqsa mosque, CNN 
reported.

In Gaza, hundreds 
marched after the prayers 
on the Salah Al-Dein 
highway, which goes from 
the northern borders of  
the Gaza Strip towards 
the southern borders with 

Egypt.
Islamic Hamas move-

ment leaders in Gaza called 
on supporters to head to-
wards the bordering area 
and confront the Israeli 
soldiers stationed there.

Senior Hamas leader 
Mahmoud Zahar said at 
one of  the mosques in 
Gaza that “our hands are 
extended to reconciliation 
but without making any 
compromise on our inter-
ests or our religion”.

Six Palestinians were 
killed and more than 2,000 
injured in the wave of  ten-
sion that swept the Pales-
tinian territories after the 
US announcement.

New York, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
A woman from New York 
tried to fund the Islamic 
State (IS) terror group 
through Bitcoins and other 
cryptocurrencies, according 
to federal prosecutors.

Zoobia Shahnaz, 27, 
conned financial institutions 
of about $85,000, including 
about $60,000 in Bitcoin, to 
help fund the terror group, 
the New York Daily News 
quoted the prosecutors as 
saying on Thursday. 

She wired more than 
$150,000 to shell entities in 
Pakistan, China and Turkey 
with the intention of  help-

ing IS.
Shahnaz allegedly got 

the $85,000 by making 
misrepresentations to get 
a $22,500 bank loan and 
by applying for six credit 
cards. 

She converted the credit 
card funds to buy more than 
$60,000 in Bitcoins and 
other digital currencies, the 
prosecutors said.

The Brentwood resi-
dent faces up to 20 years on 
charges that include bank 
fraud and money laundering 
to support a foreign terrorist 
organisation, reports the 
New York Daily News. 

from Rosneft chief  Sechin 
a bribe, in exchange for 
giving approval” for the 
purchase of  state-owned 
Bashneft.

“At the same time he 
told Sechin he would in 
future obstruct the compa-
ny’s activities if  it rebuffed 
him,” the verdict said.

Oleg  Feokt i s tov,  a 
former secret service offic-
er who worked for Sechin, 
testified that the bribery 
took place on the sidelines 
of  a Brics forum in India. 
Brazil, Russia, India, Chi-
na and South Africa form 
the Brics group.

“Using two fingers 
he indicated the sum he 
wanted to receive, which 
was equivalent to two mil-
lion dollars,” Feoktistov 
said, citing what Sechin 
had told him.

State prosecutors had 
urged the court to sen-
tence Ulyukayev to 10 
years behind bars and a 
maximum $8.5 million 
fine. The request was lam-
basted by Ulyukayev as a 
“death penalty”. 

In November 2016, Pu-
tin dismissed Ulyukayev 
from his high-ranking post 
citing loss of  trust.

Moscow, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
A Moscow court on Fri-
day sentenced Russia’s 
former Economy Minister 
Alexei Ulyukayev to eight 
years in a harsh-regime 
prison and a $2.2 million 
fine for bribery.

Ulyukayev, 61, is the 
first minister to stand trial 
in Russia’s recent history. 
Following the announce-
ment, he was taken into 
custody and escorted from 
the courtroom. His attor-
neys intend to appeal the 
verdict.

He was detained in 
2016, accused of  trying 
to extort $2 million from 
state oil firm Rosneft to 
approve its purchase of  
another oil firm, the BBC 
reported.

The accusation was 
made by Rosneft boss Igor 
Sechin, who is also one of  
President Vladimir Putin’s 
closest aides. Sechin was 
asked to testify but did not 
turn up.

It was a security serv-
ice sting operation involv-
ing Sechin last November 
that put Ulyukayev in the 
dock. Ulyukayev denied 
the charges and alleged he 
was framed.

The verdict read out 
by judge Larisa Semy-
onova said Ulyukayev had 
“made use of  his posi-
tion in order to demand 
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Gareth Bale

Roger Federer returned from six months out with knee trouble to win 
the Australian Open before picking up a record eighth Wimbledon 
crown.

Alexis Sanchez and Mesut Ozil 

Australia captain Steve Smith (L) and teammate Shaun Marsh leave the field at the end of play on day two 
of the third Ashes Test in Perth on Dec. 15.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1681SUD0KU 1520
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1680

ACROSS
1. Nebraska city
6. Itemize
10. Units of electric current
14. Mexican currency
15. Reflected sound waves
16. Source of worry or attention
17. Latin for “Bear”
18. A shrill, weak sound
19. Temporary state of mind
20. Appealing to the senses
22. Turn aside suddenly
24. Flightless birds
25. More clamorous
26. Member of the Society of 

Friends
29. Reclined
30. Exhort
31. Carried or supported
37. Pertaining to Mt. Ida in Crete
39. Hearing organ
40. Not fresh
41. Resolute
44. Song of praise or joy
45. Disposes
46. Black Sea city
48. Roman governors
52. Smell
53. Unfulfilled obligation
54. Merely a framework
58. Lyric writer
59. New Zealand hardwood tree
61. Jeweler’s magnifying glass
62. Biblical paradise
63. At a distance
64. Latin for “Golden”
65. Siberian river

66. Collections
67. Russian Soviet 

Federated Socialist 
Republic 

DOWN
1. A creative work
2. Small circular lake or pond
3. Association (abbrev.)
4. Routine tasks in a home
5. Undertake
6. Constellation of the 

southern hemisphere
7. Becomes coated with frozen 

water
8. Third person female
9. Surface layer of soil
10. Highest points of 

attainment
11. Aboriginals of New 

Zealand
12. Establish in truth or 

validity
13. Passover dinner 
21. 1st person plural 

possessive
23. Breezes
25. Formerly “Pleasant Island”
26. Brief witty remark
27. A Hindustani language
28. Food thickener
29. Units of bread
32. Pays attention
33. Of an intangible nature
34. Narrow beams of radiation

35. Decidous shade trees
36. A Persian goddess
38. Heart artery 
42. Ranges of rugged 

mountains
43. Mineral deposit
47. Unit of currency
48. Collar extension on jackets
49. Wear away
50. Color of money
51. Sicilian volcano
52. Approves
54. Immediately
55. Sod
56. Gorillas or chimps
57. Shakespearean king
60. Wonder

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1519

The Chieswema batallion of Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) organised a friendly 
volleyball match at Chiephobozou on Dec. 15 followed by awareness lecture on the theme ‘say no to 
drugs and HIV/ AIDS’. The event concluded with prize distribu on and refreshments.

Smith holds firm as Australia rein in England Wenger says Sanchez, Ozil 
will not be sold in January

Federer voted BBC overseas 
sports personality of the year

Steve Waugh’s son features 
in Oz U-19 WC squad

Maradona urges Madrid to ‘give away’ injury prone Bale

Selection test for Sports Academy on Jan. 10

AR conducts volleyball match at Chiephobozou

Perth, Dec. 15 (Reuters): 
Jonny Bairstow kept his 
head with a fine century for 
England but Steve Smith 
showed a captain’s poise 
to guide Australia to 203 
for three at the close of  day 
two of  the third Ashes test 
on Friday.

Smith was on 92 at 
stumps, with Shaun Marsh 
on seven, and the home 
side, already 2-0 up in the 
five-match series, having 
trimmed England’s first 
innings lead to 200 runs at 
the WACA.

Bairstow marked his 
first Ashes ton before lunch 
with a cheeky celebration, 
nudging his head against 
his helmet in a nod to his 
infamous ‘headbutt’ of  
Australia opener Cameron 
Bancroft.

The wicketkeeper’s 
sparkling 119 helped push 
England to 403, their high-
est innings total in Austra-
lia since the fifth test of  the 
2010/11 series.

England’s joy was tem-
pered, however, by the runs 
that went begging. They 
lost six wickets for 35 in a 
sudden collapse late in the 
morning session, leaving 
the door open for Austra-
lia.

Smith opened it wider 
with an innings of  typical 
poise, anchoring a 124-run 

partnership with Usman 
Khawaja (50) after seamer 
Craig Overton removed 
openers David Warner (25) 
and Cameron Bancroft 
(22).

“I think the game is 
evenly poised at the mo-
ment. Tomorrow’s a big 
day,” Khawaja told report-
ers after his 10th test half-
century.

“We talk about it in 
golf  a lot - third day, mov-
ing day.”

England may need to 

contain Smith and Aus-
tralia with an injury cloud 
over third seamer Overton.

The Devon bowler 
clutched his chest follow-
ing a delivery after tea and 
came off  the ground after 
receiving attention on the 
field.
Poor fielding
England also rued some 
poor fielding, with Kha-
waja reprieved on 39 after 
he nicked Chris Woakes be-
hind. The ball sailed harm-
lessly past the shoulder of  

Joe Root in the slips, the 
captain seeming to have 
completely missed its flight.

Two overs later, Smith 
struck a sumptuous cov-
er drive for four to bring 
up his half-century and 
stepped up a gear to make 
Root pay.

Woakes saved Root 
further agony by trapping 
Khawaja lbw for 50 and the 
number three squandered 
Australia’s third review for 
the match seeking to over-
turn the dismissal.

London, Dec. 15 (AFP): 
Roger Federer has been 
voted BBC overseas sports 
personality of the year for a 
record fourth time after an 
astonishing season during 
which he picked up two 
more Grand Slam titles.

The Swiss, 36, returned 
from six months out with 
knee trouble to win the Aus-
tralian Open before picking 
up a record eighth Wimble-
don crown and ended the 
season with a 52-5 record, 
ranked world number two 
behind his great rival Rafael 
Nadal.

Federer previously won 
the award, which is voted 
for by the public, in 2004, 
2006 and 2007. Muham-
mad Ali and Usain Bolt 
have each won it three 
times.

“It makes me incredibly 
proud that the UK public 
have chosen me as the BBC 
overseas sports personality 
of  the year for 2017,” said 
Federer.

“The support that the 
UK crowds give me when-

London, Dec. 15 (Re-
uters): Arsenal will not sell 
Alexis Sanchez and Mesut 
Ozil during the January 
transfer window, manager 
Arsene Wenger has said.

Both players are out of  
contract at the end of  the 
season and are yet to agree 
new deals, and there has 
been speculation that Arse-
nal could sell the influential 
pair in January to avoid 
seeing them leave for free in 
the summer.

But when asked in a 
news conference on Friday 
if  Sanchez and Ozil would 
see out the season at Arse-
nal, Wenger said: ”I can tell 
you a global answer -- yes. 
They will all stay. 

“I will analyse every 
case individually and sepa-
rately, but overall I would 
say my wish and my desire 
is that everybody stays.”

Jack Wilshere is anoth-
er player whose Arsenal 
contract expires at the end 

of  the season and Wenger 
revealed he will begin talks 
with the 25-year-old mid-
fielder later this month 
about the possibility of  a 
new deal.

Wilshere spent last 
season on loan at Bour-
nemouth and has made 
only eight starts so far this 
campaign, all but one in cup 
competitions, with his only 
Premier League start in the 
0-0 draw against West Ham 
United on Wednesday.

”I was impressed,“ 
Wenger said. ”It was an 
encouraging performance. 
He suffered in the last 20, 
but we had to attack. He has 
been patient and worked 
hard.

“I will talk to him at the 
end of  December. It is, of  
course, for him as well, to 
be happy to be here that is 
important. I consider him 
an Arsenal man.”

Arsenal lie seventh in 
the Premier League table, 

19 points behind leaders 
Manchester City, ahead of a 
home match against an out-
of-form Newcastle United 
on Saturday.

After  winning and 
drawing their opening two 
fixtures, City have won their 
next 15 fixtures -- a Pre-
mier League record -- and 
Wenger believes they can 
emulate his 2003-04 Arse-
nal side and go through the 
league season unbeaten.

The Frenchman thinks 
their financial strength, 
which he referred to as “pet-
rol” on Friday, will be key to 
avoiding defeat.

“We had no petrol but 
ideas; they have petrol and 
ideas,” he said.

“They have everything 
they need to be to success-
ful. Everyone expects that 
they will last the season, so 
why not? Everything goes 
for them in games, but they 
have the quality to turn it in 
their favour.”

Western Australian 
Marsh played watchfully 
to stumps, and Australia 
remain well-positioned to 
eat into England’s lead on 
day three, with the WACA 
pitch famous for its endur-
ance.

Promoted up the order 
to six, Bairstow shared in a 
237-run stand with centuri-
on Dawid Malan, the high-
est by an England pair at 
the WACA and the team’s 
best fifth-wicket partner-
ship ever in Australia.

It took a stunning catch 
by substitute fielder Pe-
ter Handscomb to break 
the stand, as he dived full-
stretch at backward point 
to remove Malan for 140, 
with spinner Nathan Lyon 
forcing the miscued shot.

Malan’s dismissal trig-
gered a breathtaking col-
lapse, as Bairstow’s batting 
partners fell quickly around 
him.

Pat Cummins (2-84) 
had Moeen Ali caught 
by Smith at first slip for 
a duck, and all-rounder 
Woakes was snaffled in 
the deep for eight off  Josh 
Hazlewood (3-92).

Starc  (4-91)  ended 
Bairstow’s 215-ball innings 
by ripping out his middle 
stump with a sizzling ball 
and combined with Hazle-
wood to clean up the tail.

ever I’m here is amazing 
and to be recognised on the 
shortlist alongside some of  
the greatest sports people of  
all time is extremely hum-
bling.”

He overcame competi-
tion from American football 
quarterback Tom Brady, 
swimmer Katie Ledecky, 

para-athlete Tatyana Mc-
Fadden, athlete Sally Pear-
son, and darts player Mi-
chael van Gerwen.

Federer and the other 
award winners will be hon-
oured during Sunday’s BBC 
Sports Personality of  the 
Year ceremony in Liver-
pool.

Barcelona, Dec. 15 (Re-
uters): Diego Maradona 
says he has a solution to 
Real Madrid’s scarcity of  
goals this season - sign 
France teenage sensation 
Kylian Mbappe from Paris 
St Germain and give Ga-
reth Bale away for free.

Real’s record signing 
Bale has endured another 
nightmare season with 
injuries but fired the Eu-
ropean champions into 

the Club World Cup final 
on Wednesday by striking 
the winner in a nervy 2-1 
win over Abu Dhabi side 
Al Jazira.

Real will face Gremio 
in Sunday’s decider to 
add some more silverware 
to manager Zinedine Zi-
dane’s trophy cabinet.

Their domestic form, 
however, has been poor 
and they find themselves 
eight points behind Barce-

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): The directorate 
of  youth resources and sports, Nagaland in 
a press note informed that the selection 
test for admission into Sports Academy, 
Dimapur in the discipline of  athletics and 
sepaktakraw (both discipline from 12 to 
14 years of  age) will be held on Jan. 10, 
2018 from 10 am at Government Higher 
Secondary School ground, Dimapur.

The prescribed application forms can 
be obtained from the directorate of  youth 
resources and sports, Kohima during of-
fice hours.

The application along with the attested 
copy of  birth certificate for proof  of  age, 
entry fee of  INR.100 and two copies of  
latest passport size photo should reach the 
undersigned on or before Jan. 10, 2018.

Sydney, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
Australia legend Steve 
Waugh’s all-rounder son 
Austin was on Friday 
named in the 15-man 
squad, led by promising 
Jason Sangha, for the Un-
der-19 World Cup to be 
held in New Zealand next 
month.

The squad also in-
cludes Will Sutherland, 
the Victorian all-rounder 
and son of  Cricket Aus-
tralia’s Chief  Executive 
James Sutherland, as the 
vice-captain. Former Aus-
tralia paceman Ryan Har-
ris will coach the side 
assisted by former opener 
Chris Rogers during the 
three-week tournament.

Aiming to claim Aus-
tralia’s first title since the 
Mitchell Marsh-led side 
claimed the title in 2010, 
the 18-year-old Sangha 
wil l  have the services 
of  18-year-old paceman 
Xavier Bartlett, Max Bry-
ant, the opener and Param 
Uppal, among others, dur-
ing the campaign.

S a n g h a ,  w h o  a l s o 
bowls leg-spin, became 
the youngest Australian 
to compile a first-class 
hundred when he notched 
up an impressive 133 for 
Cricket Australia XI ver-
sus England XI in Towns-
ville last month while 
all-rounder Sutherland 
also represented the CA 
XI against Pakistan last 
summer.

Commenting on the 
squad, Australia’s Na-
tional Talent Manager 
Greg Chappell said: “This 
is a very exciting squad 
and there is some excep-
tional talent within this 
group. We’ve got a good 
spread of  skills through 
the squad.”

Austral ia,  who are 
in Group B, will com-
mence their World Cup 
campaign versus India on 
January 14 at Tauranga’s 
Bay Oval before matches 
against Zimbabwe (Janu-
ary 17) and Papua New 
Guinea (January 19) in 
Christchurch.

lona in the Liga standings.
Yet Argentina’s former 

World Cup winning captain 
said things might have been dif-
ferent had president Florentino 
Perez heeded his advice.

“I told Florentino to sign 
Mbappe but he told me had 
Cristiano Ronaldo,” Maradona 
said in an interview with AS.

A s k e d  w h e r e  s i g n i n g 
Mbappe would leave Bale, 
Maradona said: ”They should 
sell Bale, they should give 

him away. I expect Florentino 
wouldn‘t, but maybe he can do 
a deal, and let Bale go to AC 
Milan or Inter (Milan).

“They have to sign Mbappe, 
for me he’s the next big thing, 
he could overtake many play-
ers.”

Maradona, who inspired 
Argentina to win the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico, also 
said Lionel Messi could take 
a leaf  out of  his book when it 
comes to rallying the national 

team at next year’s tournament 
in Russia.

“Messi is not capable of  
giving a team talk to 20 guys 
and motivating them like I did,” 
Maradona said of  Argentina’s 
captain and all-time top scorer, 
who has never won a major 
international trophy despite 
reaching four finals.

“He would just say ‘What 
do you want to ask me?’ and 
they would ask him all the 
questions.”
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The top four wrestlers flanked by SZYO execu ves and tournament officials at Tsurü colony, Sechü Zubza on Dec. 15.
EM Images

Petekuolie Nipu is champion of SZYO wrestling meet

Nagaland Olympics: 
Day two medal tally

FIFA bans 
head of 
Brazilian 
football 
federation

Kohima Bureau
Sechü Zubza, Dec. 15 (EMN): Pe-
tekuolie Nipu defeated Thejavilie Sirie 
to emerge as the champion at the 51st 
wrestling meet of  the Sechü Zubza 
Youth Organisation (SZYO) held on 
Dec. 15.

Nipu, a former champion of  the 
Western Angami Sports Association, 
clinched the title by beating his oppo-
nent in straight bouts in the final. It may 
be mentioned that the one-day tourna-
ment. The third position was won by 
Keviserielie Nagi, while Mhasisietuo 
Kitshü bagged the fourth position.

On his way to lift the title, the 
champ Nipu overcame Keviserielie in 
the semifinals, while he defeated Kedi-
zelhou Zhünyü in the quarters. The 
runner-up Thejavilie beat Mhasisietuo 
in the semis, while he defeated Mhasil-

houkho Naprantsu in the quarters.
Meanwhile, the emerging wrestler 

of  the tournament was awarded to 
Mhasisietuo Kisthü.

Earlier, the inaugural function was 
graced by Kevisekho Kruse, Retd. chief  
engineer, PHED, Government of Na-
galand as the chief guest.

In his address, Kruse congratulated 
the SZYO for attaining 51 years, while 
he thanked the pioneers for bringing the 
organisation thus far. To the wrestlers, 
he encouraged them to be discipline 
and be self confident and further to give 
their best to reach the top. While recall-
ing that wrestlers from the state have 
won medals at international event, he 
urged the wrestlers to strive hard to 
achieve at the highest level of competi-
tion, so as to bring laurels to themselves 
and the Nagas as a whole.

Kruse also challenged the youth 
organisation to take initiative on sanita-
tion activities.

Stating that Sechüma, a village 
under Western Angami area was the 
first village in Kohima district to be 
presented the Nirmal Gram Puraskar 
(NGP) award in 2008, he also chal-
lenged the youths village to emulate the 
success story of Sechüma village.

38 wrestlers took part in the day’s 
championship which was hosted by 
Tsurü colony of Sechü Zubza village.

The programme, chaired by Kev-
ikhelie Rino, commenced with invo-
cation pronounced by Kho-u Nipu. 
The SZYO presidential address was 
delivered by Viketouzo Meyase, while 
SZYO games & sports secretary Visak-
holie Medoze administered oath to the 
wrestlers.

Paris, Dec. 15 (IANS): 
FIFA on Friday sus-
pended the head of  the 
Brazilian football fed-
eration Marco Polo Del 
Nero for 90 days over a 
breach of  its rules.

FIFA ethics com-
mittee added that the 
decision bans Del Nero 
from any football-relat-
ed activities during this 
period, starting imme-
diately, reports Efe

"The duration of  
the ban may be extend-
ed for an additional 
period not exceeding 
45 days. During this 
time, Mr Polo Del Nero 
is banned from all foot-
ball activities at both 
national and interna-
tional level. The ban 
comes into force imme-
diately," the committee 
said in a statement on 
Friday.

The 76-year-old Del 
Nero was accused of  
accepting a 6.5 mil-
lion euro ($7.6 million) 
commission.

In the wake of  these 
accusations, the ethics 
committee opened an 
inquiry that led to his 
suspension.

A corruption scan-
dal rocked the FIFA in 
May 2015, when the 
United States' justice 
authorities issued ar-
rest warrants for senior 
officials during their 
stay at Zurich.

A n t o n i o  C a r l o s 
Nunes, one of  the cur-
rent vice-presidents is 
set to be the Brazilian 
soccer federation head, 
according to the soccer 
governing body.

Dimapur, Dec. 15 (EMN): The football final match 
will be played between Phek and Dimapur at 11am 
while third place match between Peren and Zunheboto 
at 8am at PTS Ground.

The closing function will be held at DDSC Stadium 
on Dec. 16  from 5pm onwards with Chief  Minister of  
Nagaland, TR Zeliang as chief  guest and MP & Presi-
dent NOA, Neiphiu Rio as chief  host.

Special features for the evening will include Nesi 
Meruno & Toshimeren Jamir, Lords of  Rock, Renbeni 
Odyuo, Coloured Keys, Dreamz Unlimited, Mengu 
Soukhrie and Band,  Akhrole Keyho, The Zero Crew, 
Muno Shiu and Trinity Mob.

Sl. 
No

District Gold Silver Bronze Total

1. Kohima 23 22 34 79

2. Dimapur 23 16 12 51

3. Phek 19 14 18 51

4. Tuensang 13 5 8 26

5. Mokokchung 12 15 12 39

6. Longleng 4 6 7 17

7. Wokha 2 7 5 14

8. Peren 2 6 6 14

9. Zunheboto 1 4 1 6

10. Mon 1 2 4 7

11. Kiphire 0 1 4 5

Acknowledgement

We the Viswema Village Council along with the 
bereaved family members and relatives of  
LT. PUNOZO RAPHAEL VITSU who went missing on 

3rd December 2017 and was found dead on 8th December 2017 
at the outskirt of Jalukie town, would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to all the Bureaucrats, Groups, Govt. O�cials and 
Departments, Church bodies, Tribal bodies, Philanthropists, 
Colonies/Wards under Jalukie Town, neighbouring villages 
of Jalukie Town, Youth bodies of di�erent Khels, Colonies, 
Wards, Villages, all Associations and Organisations of 
di�erent bodies, di�erent Prayer Groups and Prayer Centers 
of all denominations and all the Individuals who tirelessly 
helped us in cash, material or kind, physically, mentally and 
spiritually, to �nd the missing person as well as in supporting 
us and standing by us even after �nding his dead body and 
accompanying us to the village till the funeral service.

Words are not enough to express our profound gratitude 
to each and every one of you, but we pray that the Almighty 
God shower His abundant blessings on your good deeds 
done to us in times when we most needed it. We also express 
our deepest regret and apologies for not mentioning each of 
your names on our part, but we do assure you of our prayers 
and support in the days to come.

Thank You All
From:

The Viswema Village Council and the Bereaved 
Family Members and relatives of Lt. Punozo Raphael VitsuK-
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