
A section of the Congress workers seen during the public rally outside Congress Bhavan on December 14.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 08°

Agartala 26° 12°

Gangtok 21° 06°

Guwahati 25° 13°

Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 23° 11°

Shillong 19° 06°

Delhi 22° 07°

Kolkata 28° 14°

Chennai 31° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18° 8°
DIMAPUR 25° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR Nil 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Revokes resolution of Nov. 24, 2016 
Introduces four-point resolution on Naga issue State  Vigi lance Commission to  be removed

'CM did right action at the right time'

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
Nagaland government on 
December 14 moved to re-
voke the Assembly Resolu-
tion of November 24, 2016 
which revived the state's 
Municipal Act 2001 and 
paved the way for conduct-
ing of elections to Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) ear-
lier this year and subse-
quently put the state into 
turmoil for almost a month 
in February, to the extent 
of losing two young lives, 
burning down of govern-
ment buildings, paralysing 
government functioning 
and necessitated a change 
in guard in the state affairs.

Introducing a new 
resolution revoking its ear-
lier resolution of Nov. 24 
2016 during the proceed-
ings of the first day of the 
winter session of the 12th 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) on Dec. 14, 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
stated, “This House hereby 
revokes the Assembly Reso-
lution passed by it on 24th 
November 2016 on the Mu-
nicipal Act, 2006".

NLA Speaker Imtiwa-
pang Aier announced that 
consideration and adoption 
of the resolution will be 
taken up on Dec. 15.

Mention may be made 
here that different tribe 
organisations have been 
demanding that the state 

government revoked the 
stated resolution (of Nov. 
24, 2016) at the earliest. 
The Angami Public Organ-
isation and the Chakhesang 
Public Organisation have 
been most vocal even on 
the eve of the winter ses-
sion that the resolution be 
revoked and put to rest all 
contentious issues relating 
to it till such a time the Mu-
nicipal Act of Nagaland is 
thoroughly scrutinised “to 
the advantage of the people 
to which every democrati-
cally elected government is 
responsible” and an accept-
able amendment to the Act 
is formed.

The now infamous 
Nov.24, 2016 resolution 
was one which revoked the 
NLA resolution of Sep. 22, 
2012 that exempted Naga-
land from the application 
of Part IXA of the Con-
stitution of India, through 
the provision of Article 
371A(1)(a) of the same 
Constitution . 

Urges solution  
before election
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) on Dec. 14 
introduced a fresh resolu-
tion urging the Centre to 
take "emergent and extraor-
dinary steps" to usher in an 
“honourable and accept-
able solution” to the long 
standing Naga political is-

sue before the state assem-
bly election which is due in 
March 2018.

Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang, who moved to intro-
duce the four-point resolu-
tion  during the 1st day of  
the 19th NLA session, stat-
ed that the state assembly 
also resolved to urge upon 
the Election Commission 
of India (ECI) “not to an-
nounce before the general 
elections to the 13th NLA 
until the government of In-
dia arrives at an honourable 
and acceptable solution to 
the Naga political issue in 
order to enable all Nagas to 
enjoy their due democratic 
and other rights and func-
tion as a more empowered 
electorate during the elec-
tions that may be held after 
the solution”.

The NLA also called 
upon civil society, tribal 
hohos, church and other 
organizations concerned, 
to cooperate with the vi-
sion of the state govern-
ment in this regard. It fur-
ther called upon all political 
parties and independent 
candidates to implement 
the demand for 'solution 
before election' in the field 
whenever necessary, so that 
'utmost unity is displayed 
before the government of  
India and the ECI'. Interest-
ingly, the resolution had no 
mention of the Naga politi-
cal groups.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
The 19th session of the 
twelfth Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly began today 
with obituary references 
made by the speaker, Dr. 
Imtiwapang Aier to the 
passing away of former 
members Kiyaneilie Pe-
seyie, N. Yeangphong 
Konyak, Viyekha Rengm 
and Kiyelho Sema. The 
members also observed a 
2-minute silence in memo-

ry of the departed souls.
Chief minister, T.R Ze-

liang laid the 50th (2015-
16) and 51st (2016-17) 
annual report of the Naga-
land Public Service Com-
mission, annual report of  
the Nagaland Information 
Commission 2015-16 and 
2016-17 and the Nagaland 
School Education Service 
Rules 2017.

He also presented the 
audit report of the Comp-
troller and Auditor General 

of India (C&AG) on the 
account of Nagaland Kha-
di and Village Industries 
Board for the year 2011-12, 
2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-
15.

Parliamentary secre-
tary for Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation Limited, 
Vikho Yhoshü laid the an-
nual report of the corpora-
tion of fiscal 2014-15.

Chairman of Commit-
tee on Estimates (2017-
18), Dr. Neikiesalie Kire 

presented the 127th report 
on action taken on the ob-
servations/recommenda-
tions contained in the 121st 
report of the committee 
on estimates pertaining 
to agriculture department 
(agri-link road), 128th re-
port of action taken on the 
observations/recommen-
dations contained in the 
122nd report of the com-
mittee on estimates pertain-
ing to power department 
and 129th report on action 

taken on the observations/
recommendations con-
tained in the 123rd report 
of the committee on esti-
mates pertaining to women 
resource development de-
partment.

Meanwhile parliamen-
tary secretary for transport 
and civil aviation, P Pai-
wang Konyak introduced 
the government bill on the 
Nagaland Essential Servic-
es (maintenance) Act 1978 
(first amendment) bill 2017.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): With a 
strong felt need for an independ-
ent institution such as Lokayukta 
to check corruption headed by a 
retired supreme court judge or 
a retired high court judge as the 
chairman, as demanded by sev-
eral sections of  the Naga society, 
the Nagaland Lokayukta Bill, 
2015 was introduced during the 
9th session of  the 12th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on July 23, 
2015.

Two years after it was intro-
duced, the Nagaland Lokayukta 
Bill, 2015 report was presented 
for consideration and adoption 
by Levi Rengma during the 19th 
session of  the 12th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on Decem-
ber 14.

After a study tour to the state 

of  Karnataka and Goa to ac-
quaint with the implementation 
of  their Lokayukta and seven 
rounds of  meetings including 
consultative meetings with the 
concerned government depart-
ment, sub-committee and Acaut, 
the committee has finally come 
out with its report.

In the report it stated that the 
proposed Bill seeks to establish 
Lokayukta for the state of  Naga-
land to inquire into allegations of  
corruption against certain pub-
lic functionaries and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental 
thereto.

The select committee com-
prising of  five members have 
been extended twice. In its report 
it was stated that ‘owing to legal 
complexities involved in the Bill, 
the tenure of  the Committee was 

extended twice on November 22, 
2016 (14th session) and May 27, 
2017 (16th session).’

Various organisations have 
come together in support of  the 
demand for immediate imple-
mentation of  the Lokayukta Bill 
in the state followed by a public 
resolution taken on August 25 at 
a mass rally organised by Against 
Corruption and Unabated Taxa-
tion (ACAUT) and another rally 
at Secretariat, Kohima on No-
vember 12.

Dissatisfied with the draft 
Bill, Acaut has rejected the Naga-
land Lokayukta Bill, 2015 term-
ing it as ‘useless’ and submitted 
a ‘draft proposal’ followed by a 
series meetings on Sept. 18, 26 
and Nov. 20.

The report stated that during 
its final meeting on Nov. 21, the 

report of  the sub-committee was 
thoroughly examined, approved 
and adopted. 

The Bill also refers the 'Anti-
corruption, Grievance Redressal' 
and the Whistle Blowers Protec-
tion Act, 2011 to protect whistle 
blowers in the government. 

The bill has a clause for re-
pealing the resolution of  the con-
stitution of  the State Vigilance 
Commission. However till the 
Lokayukta comes into force, the 
functioning of  the State Vigilance 
Commission will continue and 
laws passed pertaining to the it 
will be kept alive and come under 
the purview of  the Lokayukta.

The staff  of  the Lokayukta 
administration also shall initially 
consist of  the posts of  the Na-
galand State Vigilance Commis-
sion.

There are no secrets that 
time does not reveal.

~  Jean Racine

Argentina will be stronger at 
World Cup – Lionel Messi |  P12

Assembly tenure's last winter session begins

Other proceedings of first day of 19th session

Ancsu reminds CM 
on 'earlier' demandsReshuffle only after assembly— CM

Nagaland is a failed state under DAN government — NPCC

Legislators blame Kenye for attempted 'coup' fiasco

Nagaland Lokayukta Bill 2015 tabled on day-1
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Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with Arola 
Jinger  |  P10

Putin to seek re-election as 
an independent | P9

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
At a time when there is 
power tussle among the 
NPF legislators and a 
shaky political scenario 
prevailing  for the last two 
weeks here in the state 
capital; not far from the 
NPF headquarters, the 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Student's Union (Ancsu), 
with no response from the 
legislators on their earlier 
demands, has on Thursday 
reminded the chief minister 
and his cabinet to immedi-
ately step in and respond 
to the demands of the un-
ion with regard to what it 
termed as 'burning issues,'.

A press release from the 
union also stated that it had 
also sought the attention 
of the chief minister and 
his cabinet to 'immediately' 
take stock of the situation 
before the winter session of  
the assembly, but it did not 
generate any response.

" However, to our ut-
ter dismay the Honorable 
Chief Minister has not re-
acted or responded till 
date".

The demands of the 
Ancsu includes- "To make 
alternative arrangement 
in disbursing Post Matric 
scholarship (PMS) to the 

ST students of Nagaland 
for the year 2106-17; To 
set up separate cell/nodal 
department for implement-
ing/initiating all the schol-
arship schemes; To revoke 
P& AR dated 26th Oct 
2017 office Memorandum; 
and Opposed the 11th Aug 
2016 P& AR office memo-
randum".

The union also stated 
that it was doubtful is the 
matter was taken seriously 
by the state government 
and condemned the legisla-
tors for being negligent of  
the demands of  a 'student’s 
welfare organisation'.

"The ANCSU con-
demn all the legislators for 
being irresponsible and 
negligent and not hearing 
the hue and cry of the stu-
dents’ community at this 
point of time. "

The union therefore de-
manded the government to 
take note of the demands 
else Ancsu will 'will initiate 
its own course of action'.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): Against the 
backdrop of  the rapid political drama in 
the state with the Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang reconciling with Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) president and former chief  minister 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, which was fol-
lowed by the axing of  four cabinet minis-
ters on Dec. 13, lobbying for portfolios are 
said to be taking place amongst potential 
MLAs. The dropping of  four key players 
in Zeliang’s ministry: Tokheho Yepthomi 
(School Education, Parliamentary Affairs), 
Y Patton (Home), Dr. Neikiesalie Kire 
(Roads & Bridges) and Neiba Kronu (En-
vironment, Forest and Climate Change), is 
widely considered as a move to accommo-
date MLAs from Liezietsu’s group.

The names doing the rounds from Liezi-
etsu's camp to be inducted are P Longon, 
Yitachu, kuzholuzo Nienu, and Y Vikheho 
Swu. 

While there were rumours that a re-
shuffle in the ministry was likely to be held 
on Dec. 14 evening, Zeliang told reporters 
Thursday that new inductions will be made 
only after the ongoing two-day Assembly 
session.

Sources from the Raj Bhavan also con-
firmed that no swearing-in function for new 
members to the council of  ministers was 

scheduled for Dec. 15 as the Governor had 
prior engagements.

Meanwhile, shadows continue to loom 
over the ‘memorandum of  reconciliation’ 
between Zeliang’s group of  NPF legislators 
and Liezietsu’s as some sources from the 
latter’s side informed that the party work-
ers were not keen on their MLAs to join the 
current TR-ministry unless the entire minis-
try was dissolved and a new one was set up. 
The same MLAs had been very vocal about 
their disapproval of  the present government 
to the extent that it was an ‘unconstitutional 
government’, citing the events that led to 
its formation after toppling Liezietsu’s gov-
ernment in August last. The NPF had also 
carried out a series of  protests against the 
ruling government since then.

Also, even after sources claimed that 
‘things were alright’ between Zeliang and 
Liezietsu as of  Dec. 13 evening, Liezietsu 
was conspicuously absent on the first day of  
the winter session of  the NLA on Dec. 14. 
Yepthomi and Patton were also absent dur-
ing the session.

There were also talks that beleaguered 
MP Neiphiu Rio and Liezietsu had met late 
Dec. 12 evening and discussion about a pos-
sible reconciliation between the two politi-
cal giants was held. However, this could not 
be confirmed from either side.

gress Committee (NPCC) 
organised a public rally 
outside the Congress Bha-
van on December 14.

Hundreds of  Congress 
workers attended the pub-
lic rally which was organ-
ised by the Kohima Dis-
trict Congress Committee 
(KDCC) and attended by 
Congress leaders from 
across the state.

Speaking at the rally, 
NPCC working president 
and Kohima district in-
charge, P. Ayanba Aonok 
slammed the NPF-led 
DAN government for fail-
ing the Naga people dur-
ing the last 15 years.

Hitting out at DAN 
government for its mis-
rule and mis-governance, 
Aonok regretted that Na-
galand is a failed state un-
der DAN govt.

“Leave aside talking 
about the lack of  develop-
ment, we are a failed state 
with no salaries, no schol-
arships, no medicines; a 
land where contractors are 
without payments and nu-

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): A day after 
the fiasco at a hotel in Kohima where 
some legislators met which  was al-
leged as a proposed 'coup' against chief  
minister gone wrong, 6 legislators on 
Thursday blamed MP KG Kenye for 
the episode as a ploy to  create a rift 
between chief  minister TR Zeliang and 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu .

The legislators namely Pukhayi 
Sumi, Deo Nukhu, Eshak Hessum, 
Pohwang Konyak, Namri Nchang, Dr. 
Benjongliba Aire and Dr. Longriniken 
clarified that they were misled into 
thinking that the meeting was called 
on behalf  of  Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, 
which was not true. 

"On the fateful day, we were in-
formed that a meeting had been con-
vened at Hotel de Oriental Grand by 
NPF Party President Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu and that we were all supposed 
to attend the same, without fail. In good 
faith, we turned up for the meeting but 
to our surprise the gate was locked be-
hind us once we had assembled inside 
the hotel and our car keys were seized 
leaving us without any means to com-
municate with other people outside the 
hotel premises. After several hours we 
realised that the NPF President, Dr. 

Shurhozelie Liezietsu was not going to 
show up and that the whole tamasha 
was cooked up and orchestrated by MP 
Rajya Sabha, KG Kenye and some few 
senior members," stated the six legisla-
tors in a press release. 

They also stated that KG Kenye 
arrived later followed by Neiphiu Rio 
who 'addressed' the gathering number-
ing around 16. 

They also alleged that KG Kenye 
had the 'temerity' to inform them  that 
both the MPs had a meeting with the  
Shurhozelie Liezietsu the previous 
night for 'change of  guard', what turned 
out to be a 'lie'. 

"However, we learnt to our dismay 
that this was a total lie meant to sour 
the relations between Chief  Minister, 
TR Zeliang and Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu." 

The legislators also commended the 
actions of  the chief  minister as timely 
and that they continue to support him.   

"Whatever decision that the Chief  
Minister had taken was the right action 
at the right time and we continue to 
stand firmly behind his dynamic lead-
ership.We appeal to all the members 
not to create such propaganda in the 
future."

merous backdoor appoint-
ments are taking place. 

Let us be determined 
and have a resolute mind 
to outclass the present gov-
ernment,” Aonok told the 
party workers.

The NPCC working 

president also compared 
NPF and BJP government 
in the same category, con-
sidering them as parties 
without principle and ide-
ology.

With Rahul Gandhi 
being elected as the presi-

dent of  AICC, Aonok was 
hopeful that the country 
will have an alternative 
govt in the 2019 election 
under his leadership. He 
added that the educated 
and rural youth have start-
ed looking up on Gandhi 

junior.
“There will be a wind 

of  change in the political 
scenario here in the state. 
I am sure a time will come 
for NPCC to rule again, 
and that time is not far 
from us with the change of  
leadership at the centre,” 
he added.

NPCC vice president 
Khriedi Theünuo, while 
slamming the instability 
of  the DAN govt, asserted 
that the Congress, if  given 
a chance by the people, 
will show deliver their best 
services for the Naga peo-
ple.

However, to make the 
beginning for the grand 
old party, Theünuo felt 
that the party should re-
strengthen itself  and fur-
ther reach out to the peo-
ple with the vision of  the 
congress party.

Stating that the DAN 
govt is responsible for 
lack of  development, he 
also cornered the party for 
the continuous infighting 
among the leaders, and 

further undermined the in-
ability of  the present govt 
to perform as there has 
been a constant change of  
leadership.

Former minister 
and treasurer of  NPCC, 
Seyiekuolie urged the par-
ty workers in all the dis-
tricts to render their best 
in order to bring back the 
Congress party to power.

“We have witnessed 
the NPF-led DAN govt 
for the past 15 years. They 
have failed. And so now, 
it’s time for Congress to be 
rule again, so let us do our 
bit,” he stated.

Former MLA from 
Mon district, Lampha en-
couraged the party work-
ers stating that the time is 
not far from Congress to 
be back in power again. 
To this, he also urged the 
party workers of  Kohima 
district to spearhead in 
reaching out to the people 
of  the state.

“We have seen what 
the DAN govt is. It is time 
to outclass this corrupted 

government for the good 
of  the Naga people,” Lam-
pha added.

KDCC president Kevi 
Vizo said that it is only 
Congress party which can 
save Nagaland, while he 
stated that reformation of  
the party should start from 
Kohima district.

He went on to say 
that “Nagaland will be at 
loss if  we elect the present 
leaders of  DAN again. 
DAN govt has become a 
govt of  agitation.”

Earlier, delivering the 
welcome address, Zach-
aria, PCC member of  11 
Northern Anagmi-II Con-
stituency said the rally was 
to strengthen and bring 
unity among the Congress 
party before the next elec-
tion.

“If  we desire to bring 
back congress to power, 
let us change the mindset 
of  the people to join con-
gress in order to vote out 
the most corrupted DAN 
govt in the 2018 general 
election,” he said.



Former drug addicts donate star

CTAN demands fair competition

ABBNSS team visits Kohima

Three agencies organise health camp held in Akhoya

NGBF grateful BJP woos voters with development

NLSF gives fair election banner to FACSU

DPS student tops in knowledge brainstorm fest 

First level checking of EVMs held in Wokha
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Resource persons and participants of the of the eight-day model training course pose for a group photo at SASARD, Nagaland University, 
Medziphema Campus, on December 13.

DC Wokha supervising the First Level EVMs checking at DC conference hall, Wokha, on December 13.

State topper of the ‘Knowledge Brainstorm 2017,’ Yansaromo 
Patton, receiving the award.

Doctors along with the patients after the health camp in Akhoya village on December 11.

Former drug addicts and youth members of KBCM after handing over Christmas star to the DC Mon on 
December 8. 

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 17.2 10.2 11.3 87 NIL

ZBt 15 7.3 11 87 NIL

Mon 19.4 11.4 11.2 89 NIL

tuensanG 19 14 13.6 80 NIL

MKG 18.2 13.4 12.1 70 NIL

PheK 18 8.4 9.8 98 NIL

KiPhire 21.2 10 10.5 93 2

sechÜ ZuBZa 17.5 11.5 12.1 75 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 23 13.8 14.5 76 9.4

JaLuKie 17 10 17.8 96 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 24.8 17.2 15.9 78 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

ACVA Wokha threatens bandh
All Commercial Vehicle Association (ACVA), Wokha, 
has expressed dismay over the reported “seizure of 
two vehicle (taxi) keys at Khedi Transport Agency, Taxi 
Counter, Kezieke NB III, Kohima” allegedly by NSCN 
(I-M) cadres for “not entertaining yearly vehicle tax”. 
In a condemnation note, AVCA Wokha president 
Y Bankathung Lotha, Action Committee convenor 
Khonthungo Lotha and the general secretary C Renbi 
Ngullie, stated that the association had decided to 
impose a ‘total indefinite bandh’ beginning from 
December 18 within Wokha jurisdiction if the NSCN 
(I-M) fails to hand over the keys to the owners on 
or before December 16. AVCA Wokha has further 
appealed to the Kohima district administration and 
law enforcement agencies to give protection to Wokha 
bound taxis for the safety of public.

EVM and VVPAT awareness in Wokha
District Election Officer and Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon has informed 
that awareness and demonstration of EVM and VVPAT 
would be conducted in all the polling stations under 
Wokha starting from December 16 till January 2, 2018. 
Detail schedule for the said campaign has already being 
prepared. In this regard, the DC has requested all RO, 
AROs and sector magistrate to strictly supervise and 
monitor for the smooth conduct of the awareness and 
demonstration of EVM and VVPAT in their respective 
polling stations.

Unity club to observe annual day 
Unity Club T Khel Kohima village has announced to 
observe its 38th annual day on December 17. The club 
president Daniel Solo has requested all the members 
and well wishers to come and be part of the programme 
scheduled at T Khel Kohima village.

Rengma Bosti convenes meet 
Rengma Bosti, Khatkhati in Karbi Anglong has convened 
its annual general meeting on December 28 at 10 am. 
The village GB Gwahilo Kent Rengma has requested all 
the land owners within its jurisdiction to attend the 
proposed meeting without fail. He warned that fine of 
INR 5000 be imposed on the defaulters as resolved in 
the earlier meeting held on November 11.

cntc sumi calls meet
A meeting of all Sumi CNTC office bearers and 
executives, Western Sumi Hoho and Western Sumi 
Kukami Hoho has been convened at Tourist Lodge, 
Dimapur, on December 16 at 11 pm. Sumi CNTC media 
cell has informed all the concerned members to attend 
the proposed meeting without fail.

Kohima DPDB to observe Pre- christmas 
Kohima District Planning and Development Board 
(DPDB) has decided to organise a day out and pre-
Christmas celebration on December 15at Dzuleke. 
According to the programme, DPDB chairman and 
parliamentary secretary of Labour and Employment and 
Skill Development, Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu would deliver 
the opening remarks and also exhort the members. 
The Deputy Commissioner and vice chairman DPDB 
Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, would deliver the 
welcome address. Special song would be presented by 
administrative officers of ADC Chiephobozou and the 
vote of thanks would be delivered ADC planning and 
DPDB member secretary Ketoho Luho.

News iN Brief

farmers asked to adopt modern 
technology to prevent loss 

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
Having observed that 10% 
of  the food grains in India 
are wasted post harvest 
due to unscientific system 
of  preservation, Dean of  
SASRD, Prof. AK Makar 
has insisted disseminat-
ing technologies that are 
farmer-friendly in order 
to protect the food grains 

from such losses.
Prof. Makar stated this 

at the culmination pro-
gramme of  the eight-day 
model training course on 
‘Eco-friendly pest manage-
ment in stored grains’ held 
at SASARD, Nagaland 
University, Medziphema 
Campus, on December 13. 
The training programme 

was organised by the De-
partment of  Entomology 
which was represented by 
15 agriculture extension 
personnel from different 
districts.  The participants 
were imparted with the 
recent technology on grain 
protection with practical 
demonstrations, visit to 
village storage and FCI 

godown. 
Dr. LK Bhaishya, sen-

ior scientist of  ICAR, Na-
galand Centre, and guest of  
honour, has congratulated 
the department for organ-
ising such training on eco-
friendly pest management. 
He has encouraged the 
participants to sincerely 
advocate the knowledge 

and technologies learned 
from the training in the 
state for both qualitative 
and quantitative produc-
tion. 

Neiketo Tsükrü, AFA, 
DAO Office, Kohima, re-
ceived the Best Participant 
Certificate. 

Dr. Beremjungla, Of-
ficer In-charge of  Bio-Con-
trol Lab, Department of  
Agriculture, and Zhavisier 
gave the feedback and re-
marks on behalf  of  the 
participants. 

The valedictory pro-
gramme was chaired by 
Prof. HK Singh while the 
invocation prayer was said 
by Anungba Imsong, pas-
tor of  MTABC. Dr. Pankaj 
Neog, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Entomolo-
gy, gave the course report, 
while a special number 
was presented by Nungs-
hitola Pongener. The vote 
of  thanks was pronounced 
by Dr. IT Asangla Jamir, 
course director and Head 
Department of  Entomol-
ogy, SASRD.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
Accusing the power depart-
ment of failing to maintain 
the ratio for direct recruit-
ment and promotion of  
SDOs at 60:40 and for the 
Junior Engineers (JEs) at 
90:10 as per the Engineering 
Service Rule, the Combined 
Technical Association of  
Nagaland (CTAN) has de-
manded the government to 
send requisition the same to 
the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC) before 
December 20 for the welfare 
of all and the smooth func-
tioning of  power depart-
ment.

CTAN media cell stated 
that it had made repeated 
appeals in the form of writ-
ten and verbal approaches 
requesting the department 
to requisition vacant posts 

for appointment of  SDOs 
and JEs through the NPSC 
for fair and transparent com-
petition. 

As per the RTI reply 
from PIO of power depart-
ment, it was learned that 
only two posts had been sent 
to NPSC so far out of  the 
nine SDO posts for direct 
recruitment.

Having observed that 
the power department has 
failed to maintain the direct 
recruitment and promotion 
at 60:40 ratio for SDOs and 
90:10 ratio for JEs as per the 
Engineering Service Rule, 
CTAN has directed the pow-
er department to restrain any 
further promotions to SDOs 
and JEs until the ratio cited 
above are achieved.

With the expiry of  the 
stipulated date, CTAN cau-

tioned that the department 
and contract appointees, 
who were illegally occupy-
ing those posts, would be 
held fully responsible for 
any untoward incident in the 
event of any eventuality.

This was jointly stated 
by Civil Engineers Associa-
tion of Nagaland (CEAN), 
Association of  Electron-
ics and Communication 
Engineering of  Nagaland 
(AECEN), Association of  
Mechanical Engineers of  
Nagaland (AMEN), For-
estry Graduates Associa-
tion of Nagaland (FGAN), 
Horticulture Graduates of  
Nagaland (HGN), Agricul-
ture Students’ Association 
of Nagaland (ASAN), and 
Graduates Electrical Engi-
neers Association of Naga-
land (GEEAN).

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): Former drug 
addicts from Mon town with support of  
Konyak Baptist Church Mon (KBCM) 
youth department met the DEO and Deputy 
Commissioner, Mon, K Thavaseelan, on De-
cember 8 and handed over one of the biggest 
Christmas stars in Nagaland. The star was 
donated as a gesture of gratitude towards the 
clean election campaign in Mon district.

The star, measuring more than 12 feet 
in height and width, was switched on by 

the DC in the presence of  all the office 
employees. 

The DC exhorted the employees and 
members of the public to draw inspiration 
from the gesture and spread the message of  
clean election campaign in all possible ways 
across the district.

The star has been placed on top of the 
DC office’s building which is visible from 
across Mon town with clean election mes-
sage boldly displayed.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): Naga-
land GBs’ Federation (NGBF) has 
lauded the collective decision of all 
the apex civil societies of Nagaland 
in meeting with NNPGs on De-
cember 9 to urge the Government 
of India (GoI) to suspend polls in 
Nagaland and allow the negotia-
tors and the Naga people to focus 
solely on Naga political issue and 
deliver early solution. 

The federation has also ex-
pressed gratitude to the Nagaland 
Legislators Forum (NLF), former 
MLAs and MPs for the resolution 
taken on December 7 meeting to 
urge the GoI and other “stake hold-
ers” to resolve the Naga political 
problem before the next Assembly 
election.

It has appreciated the leader-
ship of  the chief  minister TR 
Zeliang, Naga political leaders 
(NSCN- IM, NNPGs) and the 
Naga civil societies for enabling 
the Naga political movement reach 
thus far. Meanwhile, it has ap-
pealed to the NSCN (K) collective 
leaders to join the negotiation and 
be part of peace process.

The federation president Sahl-
eem Konyak, information secretary 
Akhu Naga and the general secre-
tary Shikuto Zalipu have endorsed 
an early Naga political settlement 
and requested to defer the Naga-
land general election till the GOI 
and Nagas together pave ways for 
an honourable solution and perma-
nent peace.   

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
First Level Checking (FLC) 
of EVMs was conducted in 
the conference hall of  the 
deputy commissioner, Wok-
ha, on December 13 under 
the strict supervision of the 
deputy commissioner, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon.

Security passes were 
issued to authorised person-
nel only to enter the venue 
for the checking. A DIPR 

report stated that altogether 
290 EVMs were checked 
in which four were found 
defective and in need of  
replacement. Representa-
tives and officials from three 
political parties namely BJP, 
NPF and INC were present 
during the first level check-
ing of EVMs.

Later in the day, the dis-
trict also conducted a Na-
tional Quiz 2017-18 under 

the aegis of Election Com-
mission of  India (ECI) in 
which students from three 
schools took part in the 
competition. The winners 
would represent the district 
at the State level competi-
tion.

Meanwhile it informed 
that mock poll would be 
conducted on December 
14 in the DC’s conference 
hall.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
National president of Akhil 
Bhartiya Bhrastachar Nir-
rnulan Sangharsh Samiti 
(ABBNSS), an anti-corrup-
tion organisation, Pradip 
Patil Khandapurkar along 
with his team visited Ko-
hima from December 8 
to 11. 

During their stay, the 
team witnessed the Horn-
bill Festival at Kisama and 
also attended a function 

for disabled people held at 
Jalukie town on December 
9. Besides, the State unit of  
Anti-Corruption Organi-
sation held a consultative 
meeting with the national 
team on December 11.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by the State unit 
president R Sopu Angami 
with the participation of  
members from six districts. 
The main objective of  the 
consultative meeting was to 

fight against corruption and 
bring about a brighter future 
for younger generation and 
the betterment of the Indian 
society at large.

The national president 
and his team assured to 
provide all possible help 
and support to the State unit 
organisation as they strive 
towards achieving good 
governance for the welfare 
and prosperity of  all and 
make a strong India.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): Nagaland 
Law Students’ Federation (NLSF) 
had a joint meeting with the Fazl Ali 
College Students’ Union (FACSU) on 
December 11 for handing over the fair 
election campaign banner. 

Being the oldest college in Naga-
land, the Federation has high hope 
that FACSU could do something better 
in sensitising the layman to exercise 
their franchise wisely for the upcoming 
state general elections. The Federation 

expressed happiness to note that the 
message of  clean election has been 
propagated all over the state.

The Federation speaker Nung-
shimeren Jamir and the information 
secretary Roland Zeliang have reaf-
firmed to uphold in prayer so that 
political system in Nagaland would be 
changed. It looked forward together 
with the students’ fraternity in particu-
lar and the Nagas in general until its 
desired goal is achieved.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
In an attempt to woo the 
Naga voters, State BJP has 
highlighted the concerned 
of  the party at the centre 
for Nagaland. The party 
has made particular refer-
ence on the long awaited 
four-lane road between Di-
mapur and Kohima, which 
is under implementation.

This was disclosed by 
the State BJP officials dur-
ing its second day booth 
level workers training held 
at Samator - Chessor, Tu-
ensang Sadar-1, Tuesang 
Sardar-2 mandals on De-
cember 12 under Tuensang 
district. The training for 
Tuensang Sadar 1 and 2 
was held under the super-
vision of  Ananta Mishra, 
organisation secretary. 
The resource persons were 
Jaangsillung, general secre-
tary, and Yanghose Sang-
tam, co-convener of  BJP 
Media Cell. The meeting 
at Samator-Chessor man-
dal was led by K James 
Vizo, convener of  BJP me-
dia cell, and Bandi, party 
spokesman.

A total of  700 including 
230 booth-level workers 
along with local commit-
tee and mandal workers 
attended the meeting at 
Samator-Chessor. In the 

meeting with Tuensang 
Sadar 1 and 2, a total 600 
members attended the pro-
gramme.

Addressing the meet-
ing, K James Vizo, conven-
er of  BJP media cell, said 
that BJP under the Prime 
Minister  of  Narendra 
Modi has huge concern 
and love for Nagaland. 
Referring to the ongoing 
four lane of  Dimapur to 
Kohima road, Vizo said 
the same was announced 
by the former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
during his maiden visit to 
the State in 2003.

He also stated that 
none of  the Prime Minis-
ter under UPA regime dur-
ing their 10 years rule had 
ever visited the State.

Speaking in the second 
session, BJP spokesman 
Bandi highlighted on the 
schemes and visions of  
BJP for Nagaland. Atila 
Sangtam, general secre-
tary BJMM, also high-
lighted on the importance 
of  woman and the welfare 
schemes launched by BJP.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
chaired by district presi-
dent Thsangse Sangtam 
and concluded with the 
singing of  national an-
them.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
Yansaromo J Patton, a 
Class XII Science student 
of  Delhi Public School 
(DPS), Dimapur, has won 
the ‘Knowledge Brainstorm 
fest 2017’ by securing 99.85 
percent to become the State 
topper.

He won a gold medal 
along with cash award of  
INR 25,000 and a certifi-
cate of  achievement.

A n  a p t i t u d e  t e s t 
“Knowledge Brainstorm 
2017,” designed to examine 
the general skill, critical 
thinking, analytical ability 
and intellectual promise of  
students was held on Sep-
tember 22 across India for 
senior secondary students 
by Lovely Professional 
University (LPU).

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
In joint endeavour to reach 
out to the rural populace 
and give quality health serv-
ices, three agencies name-
ly Nagaland State Rural 
Livelihoods Mission under 
Changtongya RD Block, 
Medical Department of  
Mokokchung district, and 
Mobile Medical unit under 
Community Educational 
Centre Society (Tuli) have 
conducted a health camp in 
Akhoya village on Decem-
ber 11.

A Nagaland State Rural 
Livelihoods Mission under 
Changtongya RD Block 
stated that altogether 116 

people attended the health 
camp, who were adminis-
tered treatment by two gen-
eral doctors, one ophthalmic 
assistant and one dentist. 

Meanwhile, the Block 
Mission Management Unit 
has expressed gratitude to 
the Chief  Medical Officer, 
Mokokchung, and his col-
leagues for giving the plat-
form to conduct the health 
camp as well as deputing 
two doctors to assist during 
the camp. It also thanked 
the Community Education-
al Centre Society, Tuli, for 
all its efforts to ensure the 
health camp a grand suc-
cess.
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A new store for organic food products has opened in Dimapur. Organic Infinity, located at 4th Mile, assures consumers certified organic products. 
EM Images

A Nagaland State Bharat Scouts & Guides unit march during rehearsals for the organisation’s golden jubilee celebrations at the State Training 
Centre in Nerhema on Thursday.

State

Poor drainage, sanitation,  
easy floating population adding to malady 

EM Images

New organic food store banks on 
green, healthy food movement

Scouts and guides all set to celebrate 50 yearsNTC joins PCC 
on demands

Wokha’s BJP trains booth 
officials amid poll-ready jingle

Kire celebrates award with readers

Mosquito, garbage-plagued Dimapur 
launches anti-malaria campaign 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 14: The goal of  
the National Vector Borne Disease 
Control Programme (NVBDCP) for 
Nagaland is to eliminate malaria 
(zero ‘indigenous cases’) throughout 
the districts by 2022. Another goal is 
to maintain the malaria–free status in 
areas where malaria transmission had 
been ‘interrupted,’ prevent reintro-
duction of  malaria and to reduce the 
incidence of  malaria to less than one 
case per 1000 population per year in 
the districts by 2024.

The programme envisages inter-
rupting ‘indigenous’ transmission of  
malaria throughout the districts by 
2027 and prevent the reestablishment 
of  local transmission in areas where 
it has been eliminated; maintain dis-
trict malaria-free status by 2030 and 
beyond. 

This overview of  malaria in the 
districts and the action plan for ma-
laria elimination was given by Health 
and Family Welfare’s Joint Director 
Dr. Moa Jamir at the launch of  a 
‘malaria elimination’ campaign in 
Dimapur. The event was launched 
by Dimapur’s Deputy Commissioner 
Sushil Kumar Patel on Thur. Dec. 14 
in the DC’s conference hall.

Dr. Jamir emphasized on rural 
Dimapur: seven blocks of  Medz-
iphema, Dhansiripar, Singrijan, 
Niuland, Kuhuboto, Chumukedima 
and Dimapur sadar); urban Dimapur: 
six sub centres (Nagarjan, Midland, 
Lingrijan, Duncan, Sematilla and 
Xuvihe). The health officer said that 
the targets set for malaria elimination 
by 2022 are to see that ‘indigenous 
transmission’ is interrupted. 

By 2024-30, the officials hope 
that the reestablishment of  local 
transmissions is prevented in areas 
where malaria has been eliminated. 

A related objective is to maintain the 
malaria-free status throughout the 
district.

“The milestone and targets set 
for malaria elimination in the urban 
Dimapur is that by 2020 all six sub 
centres and one urban primary health 
centre have reduced annual parasite 
Incidence to less than one case per 
1000 population at risk; sustain zero 
deaths due to malaria and establish 
fully functional malaria surveillance 
to track, investigate and respond to 
each case throughout the district,” Dr. 
Jamir said in his presentation.

The overall objectives of  the 
programme are rapid reduction 
of  transmission in areas with high 
malaria incidence; interruption of  
malaria transmission in low transmis-
sion areas. 

The broad strategies of  the ma-
laria elimination framework are-
early diagnosis and radical treatment, 
case-based surveillance and rapid 
response, Integrated Vector Manage-
ment (IVM)-Larvicidal, Larvivarous 
fish distribution, space spray of  2% 
Pyrethrum extract through Long-
Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) / 
Insecticide Treated Bed Nets (ITNs) 
and Larval Source Management 
(LSM). 

Epidemic preparedness and early 
response, monitoring and evalua-
tion, advocacy, coordination and 
partnerships, behaviour change com-
munication and community mobi-
lization, programme planning and 
management, notification of  malaria, 
formation of  District Task Force for 
Malaria Elimination, cross border 
malaria elimination, operational 
research, procurement and supply 
chain management are the strategies 
to eliminate malaria, according to 
Dr. Jamir.

A briefing about prioritization of  
areas was also given. He said that to 
sustain the achievements and further 
shrink the malaria map, the focus will 
be prioritised accordingly in areas 
with high malaria incidence.
The cause 

A copy of  Dimapur District Ma-
laria Elimination Plan 2017-2022 
maintains that the drainage system 
in Dimapur town is very poor which 
contributes massive breeding sites for 
vectors. 

“Another major concern and 
cause of  malaria cases in district 
with the travellers such as truck 
drivers, businessmen (across India 
and particularly Myanmar), transits 
from Dimapur (to and fro), tourists, 
to name a few carry the disease and 
transmit to our locality and further 
transmit to another destination. As 
such there is every possibility of  
outbreak of  various infectious and 
parasitic (particularly malaria) as well 
as chronic diseases in these areas,” it 
maintained. 

“But with the support from gov-
ernment of  India and the global fund 
and active program implementation 
we have seen the receding cases of  
Malaria in our district,” it stated. Still, 
the district requires hand-holding sup-
port to contain the disease and further 
to eliminate malaria.

DC Patel who is also the chair-
man of  the District Task Force and 
Committee for Malaria Elimination 
launched the programme. He said 
that the programme was not a new 
policy but that it had been at work 
since the ‘50s to eliminate malaria.

“We have a policy and if  we have 
to work out based on the policy and 
strategy than we can successfully 
eliminate malaria,” the administra-
tor said.

Esther Verma
Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
One thing that can brighten 
up one’s eyes will be this  
wonderful word: food. To 
many, food these days will 
most likely be what one 
would call fast food or just 
plain old processed food.  

Gone are  the  days 
when everything was just 
bought straight from the 
grocery store without be-
ing aware of  the actual 
contents making up the 
product. This is where the 
concept of  organic product 
comes in. Organic pro-
duce, in this context, are 
produce grown without 
the use of  chemical ferti-
lizers and pesticides.

Come the future and 
the word organic will be 
here to stay.  Organic basi-
cally means produce from 
plants grown without the 
use of  chemical fertilizers 

and pesticides or any other 
artificial enhancement.

Infinity Organic is a 
store located at 4th Mile 
in Dimapur near the Agri 
Expo site. The store might 
just be what you need to 
live a life free from artifi-
cially-treated produce. 

Who does not want 
to eat or use a range of  
products that is chemical-
free, ‘humane’ and greenly 
produced as it gets? The 
outlet assures to provide 
unadulterated organic 
products now that it appar-
ently is the first in Naga-
land that claims to sell cer-
tified organic food, health 
and beauty items. The 
range encompasses muesli, 
grains, pulses, flours, dried 
fruit and nuts, tea, sham-
poos, soaps, creams, health 
drinks etc.

Consumers are now 
beginning to be more con-

scious of  what they buy 
considering impact on both 
health and the environ-
ment. For instance, parents 
want to give their children 
the safest food there is avail-
able. With this in mind, 
the proprietor of  Infinity 
Organic Abokali Jimomi 
decided to take it to an-
other level: she brought a 
variety of  different certified 
brands from the country 
and opened the outlet.

Consumers typically 
might think that the slight-
ly-high-priced organic 
items are not cut out to 
suit majority of  the people. 
The fact remains that these 
products goes through a 
rigorous, intensive, lengthy 
and slow process before the 
whole process of  packaging 
before reaching the market. 
It may even take years to 
get certified. 

Infinity Organic assures 

to make sure that each 
product in the store has 
undergone the same sys-
tem, which understands 
ecological and biological 
principles.

The store not only has 
products from outside the 
state but retails an array of  
herbal tea from Arunachal 
Pradesh as well.

Very soon, Jimomi 
wants to start penetrate 
the Nagaland market with 
more local produce and 
getting trusted certified 
products. One cannot be 
too sure about how organic 
an item might be.

There was an era when 
many dismissed going 
organic as an expensive 
trend. But now people are 
aware of  the benefits of  or-
ganic produce. That under-
standing might give them a 
chance to go green and live 
a healthy, long life. 

Wokha, Dec.14 (EMN): 
The 38th ‘mandal’ of  the 
Bharata Janatiya Party 
(BJP) of  Wokha conduct-
ed a booth-level training 
programme on Thur. at 
the Wokha town  hall. The 
programme imparted elec-
tion-related training to the 
party’s workers as part of  
the organisation’s prepara-
tion for the forthcoming 
assembly elections.

BJP leader and organ-
izing secretary in-charge of  
Nagaland Ananta Mishra 
and state BJP leaders were 
at the training too.

Short speeches were 
delivered by state BJP lead-
ers during the training. The 
resource persons were Dr 
M Chuba Ao, former presi-
dent; K James Vizo and 
Shri Yanghose Sangtam, 
convener and co-convener 
of  the party’s media cell, in 
that order.   

Sangtam claimed that 
the BJP was a party ‘with 
a difference and cadre-

based party’ that ‘stood 
for  development.’  He 
highlighted the ‘past and 
present achievements’ of  
BJP governments, claiming 
that ‘besides being a devel-
opment-centric party’ the 
BJP was also ‘pro-poor and 
corruption-free.’ He called 
upon the party’s workers to 
‘work for development’ and 
for the BJP’s victory.

Dr. M Chuba Ao stressed 
on the role of  booth-level 
workers saying they were 
indispensible to ensuring 
victory of the party’s candi-
dates during the elections. 
He appreciated the Wokha 
district BJP for its ‘loyalty 
and discipline.’ 

Also, K James Vizo 
remarked in his speech that 
the pioneers of  the state’s 
BJP were from Wokha dis-
trict from where leaders re-
portedly played a vital role 
in establishing the party in 
Nagaland.

Further, he claimed 
‘secular’ credentials of  the 

BJP saying that the or-
ganisation was ‘purely a 
political party.’ He claimed 
even further: the level of  
corruption ‘went down 
drastically in Assam and 
Manipur after BJP came 
to power.’

According to Vizo, it 
was ‘only right that BJP 
should form the next gov-
ernment for stability, good 
governance, performance 
and corruption-free gov-
ernment where Nagas 
could see transformation, 
transparency and develop-
ment.’ Declaring that he 
was proud to be a member 
of  the BJP, Vizo appealed 
to the party’s workers to 
be ‘proud of  their affili-
ation with BJP as it was 
the strongest and biggest 
party in the country at 
present.’ He has challenged 
the booth-level workers 
to encourage a spirit of  
competition among their 
selves to secure victory in 
the coming elections.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14 (EMN): Tata Literature 
Live! Book of  the Year award winner 
Easterine Kire celebrated her award with 
friends, family and readers at the Crossword 
in Kohima on Dec. 14 evening. Kire is the 
first writer from Northeast India to win the  
award, for fiction, for her book ‘Son of the 
Thundercloud.’

Sir VS Naipaul, Khushwant Singh and 
Amitabh Ghosh were some of  the recipi-
ents of the award in the past.

“The awards and recognitions that 
she is receiving from readers and audi-
ences from beyond Nagaland speaks a lot 
about her as a writer and in this way she 
has also been contributing a lot in putting 
Nagaland, Naga people and Naga stories 
on the literary map,” said Dr. Vizovono 
Elizabeth, head of  English department of  
Baptist College in Kohima, who hosted 
the event. “It’s a wonderful thing and it 
gives us a good reason to celebrate.” She 
was acknowledged for telling Naga stories 
‘to the world.’ 

Kire has authored over 25 books. She 
sets her work in Naga contexts. 

Interacting with the audience, the soft-
spoken author narrated her initial reaction 

to the award: “I had been travelling and 
one day I got up late and opened my email 
and then got the news. I was really very sur-
prised and I just sat down and cried.” She 
was not thinking of the award as her book 
was pitted alongside the likes of Arundhati 
Roy,the winner of the 1997 Booker Prize, 
the Naga writer said. 

“I was just very, very grateful to God 
and that feeling continues...I am grateful 
also to all my readers and supporters. I 
want to remind everyone that this is not 
my award, it’s ‘our award’. It belongs to the 
Naga people, it belongs to the north eastern-
ers,” Kire said.

The author described ‘Son of the Thun-
dercloud’ as a book which sort of  solicits 
faith as well as the message of divine love 
for the reader. She underscored the need to 
sustain the Naga storytelling culture which 
she feels is in “our DNA” and the need for 
the present generation to spend more time 
with elders who passed down the folklore.

One of the readers asked her about the 
reception to her bringing out a book (Son of  
the Thundercloud) ‘with strong Christian 
background,’ particularly from non-Chris-
tian readers. To this, Kire replied that the 
first reviewer of it was a non-Christian.

KG-2226

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 14. (EMN): 
T h e  N a g a l a n d  S t a t e 
Bharat Scouts & Guides 
(NSBS&G) are all set to 
celebrate their golden ju-
bilee at the State Train-
ing Center at Phezha in 
Nerhema under Kohima 
district. The jubilee will be 
celebrated with the theme 
‘one world, one goal’ on 
Fri. 

556 scouts and guides, 

besides officials from vari-
ous districts have arrived 
on Thur. to celebrate the 
organisation’s 50th an-
niversary.

As a part of  the cel-
ebration, a reunion of  the 
scouts and guides took 
place on Thur. evening. 
P Atuo Mezhiir Sekhose, 
chief  commissioner, ex-
horted the gathering. He 
urged the trainers to teach 
the scouts and guides to 

be more responsible. The 
organisation is respected 
when its members are in 
uniform and people look 
to them for help, Sekhose 
said. He called upon all 
the heads of  institutions 
of  schools in the state to 
help the scout and guide 
movement, a worldwide 
movement. 

Sekhose informed that 
he will be visiting all the 
district units by next year. 

He expressed hope to open 
more units. 

On Fri. morning at 
9:40 pm, Nagaland gov-
ernor and Chief  Patron of  
the NSBSG PB Acharya 
will be the chief  guest of  
the inaugural programme. 
At 3.00pm the closing 
program will be held at 
the same venue with Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
former chief  minister, as 
the chief  guest.

Dimapur,  Dec.  14 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Tribes Council(NTC) 
on Thursday also joined 
the Public Coordination 
Committee demanding  
that the government ad-
dress issues concerning 
recruitment policies and 
the Lokayukta. 

The demand of  the 
organisations are “Revo-
cation of  26th October 
OM that scrapped Grade 
III posts from the purview 
of NPSC to provide equal 
opportunity in for all; Set 
up Lokayukta as per the 
demands of ACAUT in-
corporating all the points 
that ACAUT has raised 
and not merely passing a 
Lokayukta bill for name 
sake without any teeth, 
and Declare answer keys 
in all stages of  exams 
conducted by NPSC to 
remove manipulation 
in the NPSC examina-
tion.”

 “These are legitimate 
and just demand for the 
benefit of all Nagas and 
the coming generation. 
The government must 
meet these core demands 
if it is serious about good 
governance, transparency 
and fighting corruption,” 
the NTC stated.



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, December 15, 2017

New Delhi/Agartala, Dec. 14 
(IANS): The Supreme Court 
on Thursday extended by 
six months the December 31 
deadline to terminate 10,323 
Tripura government teachers as 
per its earlier order following 
a state government appeal, a 
Minister said.

“ T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t 
extended the terminat ion 
deadline to June 30. These 
teachers were set to lose jobs on 
December 31 after the Supreme 
Cour t’s  March 29 order,” 
Education Minister Tapan 
Chakraborty told the media in 
the state capital.

The Tripura government 

had earlier moved the apex 
court and urged it to extend 
the deadline by a year, though 
a bench comprising Justices 
Adarsh Kumar Goel and Uday 
Umesh Lalit extended it only for 
six months.

The Minister said a possible 
standoff  and crisis vis-a-vis 
termination of these teachers had 
been temporarily averted.

On March 29, the Supreme 
Court had upheld a Tripura 
High Court verdict to terminate 
these government teachers on the 
ground of certain indiscretions.

In an apparent move to 
circumvent the Supreme Court 
order, the Tripura government in 

May announced the recruitment 
of  12,000 non-teaching staff  
in the Education Department, 
ostensibly to “accommodate” 
these teachers.

According to the Minister, 
the Supreme Court, following a 
contempt petition, put a ban on 
October 4 on the recruitment of  
12,000 non-teaching staff  until 
the next hearing on January 16.

An unemployed youth from 
Tripura had filed the contempt 
petit ion, alleging that the 
government had violated the 
apex court order by trying to 
redesignate the posts likely to 
fall vacant after the sacking of  
the teachers and by initiating the 

recruitment process for 12,000 
non-teaching employees.

“Commissions set up by 
the Centre have recommended 
upgradation of  education and 
extra-curriculum activities. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  T r i p u r a 
government had initiated the 
process to recruit 12,000 non-
teaching employees. These 
12,000 posts do not fall under 
the Right to Education Act 
purview and National Council 
f o r  Te a c h e r  E d u c a t i o n 
guidelines since they are not 
teaching posts.  The s tate 
government has full authority 
to recruit persons for these 
posts,” the Minister added.

The 10,323 government 
teachers, divided into three 
g r o u p s ,  h a d  d e m a n d e d 
continuation of  their services 
beyond December 31. A section 
of  the teachers had launched 
intermittent agitations, including 
road and railway blockades, from 
December 7 to press for their 
demand.

The state faces a dearth of  
suitable candidates to fill around 
16,000 teachers’ posts.

Ahead of the February 2018 
assembly elections, the proposed 
termination of  these teachers 
and recruitment of  12,000 non-
teaching staff  is set to become a 
major political issue.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 14 (EMN): 
Ceasing their  normal 
duties, the 2nd batch of  
Dental College of Regional 
Institute Medical Sciences 
(RIMS) students who are 
undergoing Bachelors 
in Dental Science(BDS) 
in Imphal staged a sit in 
p r o t e s t ,  d e m a n d i n g 
immediate release of  their 
pending stipends in Imphal 
on Thursday.

“Our Internship started 
from Sept. 1 but we have 
been here without pay for 
the past three months,” said 
an angry dental student 
while expressing that “The 
situation now is that the 
authorities are not willing to 
pay us at par with our MBBS 
counterparts although this is 
what is being followed over 
the country.”

If  professors, residents, 
post graduates, interns 
of  both MBBS and BDS 
get equal pay all over the 

country(central government 
institutions) then why 
discriminate interns of  
Dental College of  RIMS, 
another student felt.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
students, the first batch 
students of  the Dental 

College who had already 
passed in August this year, 
used to get only about Rs 
10,000 as their stipend while 
their MBBS counterparts 
gets Rs 17,900 a month 
during their internship in 
the institution.

They said that they 
have been managing the 
Dental OPD(Out Patient 
Department) since their 
3rd year and they deserve 
to be paid equally without 
question of their work.

“We’ve been treating the 

patients with the instruments 
and materials bought with 
our own money which the 
hospital failed to provide,” 
one of  the student alleged. 
“We came through the same 
entrance, we have paid the 
same fees and we demand 
the same stipend and we 
want equal stipend by Dec. 
30 this year,” the agitating 
students demanded.

T h e  p r o t e s t i n g 
BDS students had also 
submitted an application 
to the state Chief  Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
to intervene the situation in 
the RIMS Dental college 
on Nov. 17 this year. But 
there is no report of  any 
positive response so far, 
they added. 

The students plans to 
continue their agitation till 
their demands are fulfilled.

An effort to contact the 
RIMS authorities was futile 
as there was no response 
from them.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 14 (EMN): In 
order to achieve autonomous 
state, the long standing 
demand of the two hill district 
of Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao, various social and 
students, mother bodies of the 
two hill districts left for New 
Delhi from Diphu on Dec. 14 
morning. 

While talking to Eastern 
Mir ror  co r re spondent , 
Karbi Anglong and NC 
Hills Autonomous State 
D e m a n d  c o m m i t t e e 
( K A N C H A S D C O M ) , 
President Ajit Timung said 
‘more than two thousand 
delegations from two hill 
district will be participate in 
our demonstration program, 

our demand is only one that 
is immediate implementation 
of  Article 224(A) of  the 
I n d i a n  c o n s t i t u e n c y, 
Autonomous state which 
is our long pending issues 
of  the two hill peoples. Our 
demonstration will be on 
Dec.19 at New Delhi, in 
order to give pressurise the 
central government to place 
Autonomous bill in the winter 
session of  the parliament.’ 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
from Karbi Anglong were 
K A N C H A S D C O M , 
KARSA, KSA,KRA, and 
Dima Hasao district including 
All Dimasa Students Union 
(ADSU), Dimasa Mother 
Association, Dimasa Women 
Society.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 14 (EMN): Sangita 
Thiyam was crowned the coveted 
Orange Queen 2017 title during 
a night long beauty contest held 
as part of the 14th edition of the 
State Level Orange festival at 
Tamenglong district headquarters, 
150 km west of  Imphal, reports 
reaching here said.

L u m g a i l i u  P a n m e i  o f  
Tamenglong and Keipila Lovety 
Maram of  Tumuyon Khullen in 
Senapati district were adjudged 
as the first and second runners-up 
respectively. 

The beauty contest which 
was scheduled to be held on the 
concluding day of  the five day 
festival on Dec. 10, was rescheduled 
on Dec. 13 Wed. night because of  
the incessant rain.

Miss Orange Queen 2017 
who is the daughter of  Late 
Ibotombi Singh of Irom Meijarao 
in Manipur’s Imphal west district 
went home richer with a cash prize 
of  Rs 1.5 lakh while Lumgailiu 
daughter of  Pastor Guiphanang 
Panmei of  Tamenglong and 
Keipila daughter of  TS Talong 
bagged Rs 75,000 and Rs 50,000 
respectively. The sub-titles holders 
were also awarded Rs 15,000 
each.

Apart from Orange queen, eight 
subtitles winners were Lumgailiu 
Panmei (Beautiful eyes), Keipila 
(Beautiful skin), Achong Haokip 
(Beautiful hair), Sangita Thiyam 
(Best catwalks),Christina Thiumai 
(Face of  Tamenglong), Agenes 
Zeliangrong (Miss beautiful smile) 
and  Ketuni Phre-e Qwiree (Miss 

photogenic) were also given a cash 
prize of Rs 15,000 each.

Lumgailiu Panmei’s designer 
Blendina was adjudged the best 
designer and best photographer 
award was also given to press 
repor ter  Daniel  Kamei  of  
Tamenglong. 

In a l l  23 orange queen 
contestants including those from 
New Delhi, Nagaland, Meghalaya 
and other districts of Manipur took 
part in the beauty contest.

Colonel Chinmaya Verma 
of 23 Assam Rifles, former Miss 
North east Soma Laisrham, 
Tamenglong DC Armstrong 
Pame, Dr Manish of  3 Assam 
Rifles  were special guests of the 
beauty pageant wherein a two 
minute silent and tribute was also 
paid to Late Guru Jiangam. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 14 (EMN): Manipur tops 
the movement for organic farming among 
all the North Eastern states in terms of  
fulfilling central government’s organic 
mission criteria. The tiny and volatile 
north eastern border state fulfill most of  
the criteria’s of  the organic mission of  
the country, said Executive Director Sh 
Debdutta Sharma of  Manipur Organic 
Mission Agency(MOMA), Department 
of  Horticulture while giving a lecture on 
pest and disease management in organic 
farming during the opening day of  the 
two day training on organic farming for 
extension officers/field functionaries 
of  the state government held under the 
aegis of  Regional Centre of  Organic 
Farming(RCOF) at its Lamphelpat office 
on Thursday.

“Organic farming is the only way of  
farming and agriculture in the future,” 
said Debdutta. “The issue of  food security, 
nutritional security and health security 
could be addressed in the long run through 

this farming.”
Expressing the need to promote 

organic farmers, he urged the department 
to welcome and cooperate with the 
farmers and called upon citizens to 
encourage the organic farmers. There are 
around 5,000 organic farmers registered 
under MOMA.

Dr HB Singh of  CSIR-NEIST Imphal 
and Senior Scientist Dr V Pandey of  
RCOF Imphal also spoke on organic 
farming and biodiversity conservation 
and organic farming, principle and 
practices during the training which was 
attended by extension officers/field 
functionaries from eight districts including 
Churachandpur, chandel, Kangpokpi, 
Senapati, Tamenglong, etc.

It may be mentioned that the first-ever 
exclusive organic outlet in North East under 
Mission Organic Chain Development for 
North East Region scheme was formally 
opened at Directorate of  Horticulture 
and Soil Conservation here on Nov. 20 
this year.

Golaghat (Assam), Dec. 14 (PTI): A 
Golaghat court today sent two owners 
of a tea-estate who had allegedly fired 
on their employees during a protest into 
police custody for 14 days.

Sudhir Roy and Samir Roy, who 
owned the Bogidhola Tea Estate in 
Golaghat, were produced before the 
chief judicial magistrate’s court, which 
sent them to the police custody.

Police yesterday arrested the 
brothers after rescuing them from a 
mob.

The police also recovered two 

licenced guns from them.
Two workers were injured in the 

firing. The brothers claimed before the 
media today that it was the workers 
who had fired after snatching their 
weapons.

The labourers had also set on fire 
tea bushes in the garden, besides laying 
siege to the office of the tea estate, the 
owners alleged.

Meanwhile, normal life was affected 
by a ‘district bandh’ called by the All 
Assam Tea Students Association, 
demanding severe punishment to the 

owners and financial compensation 
to the injured. Shops, markets, offices, 
business establishments and education 
institutions remained closed in the 
district, official sources said.

Bandh supporters burnt tyres on the 
National Highway 39 and other roads 
blocking movement of vehicular traffic. 

The labourers claimed the owners 
had assured them that their postponed 
Durga Puja bonus would be paid by 
December 12 following an agreement 
in the Labourer Commission office on 
November 18.

Shi l long,  Dec.  14  (PTI) : 
Meghalaya Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma today told the state 
Assembly that his government will 
convene a meeting with banks and 
financial institutions to seek clarity 
on “conflicting directions” issued 
by different Central Ministries on 
Aadhaar.

The Chief  Minister was 
replying to a query raised by 
opposition Hills State Peoples 
Democratic Party (HSPDP) 
MLA Ardent M Basaiawmoit, 
who urged the state government 
to direct banks to stop issuing 

circulars forcing people to link their 
bank accounts with Aadhaar.

“I will have a meeting convened 
by the chief  secretary with the 
bankers and financial agencies,” 
Sangma told the Assembly on the 
last day of  the three-day winter 
session here.

He said the meeting is aimed 
at settling down conflicting 
cor respondences  f rom the 
Reserve Bank of India and other 
government agencies with regards 
to aadhaar database linkages.

Stat ing that  even he i s 
“confused” on aadhaar, the chief  

minister said, “There is no concrete 
decision being passed on to the 
state governments,” assuring the 
House that the government will 
soon seek clarity from the Centre.

The Chief  Minister also 
maintained that the Centre should 
consider not making aadhaar 
mandatory until such time the 
National Population Register is 
in place.

“Without it (NPR), how will 
we know that aadhaar exercise 
does not go beyond Indian 
citizens,” he said.

“Aadhaar should not be made 

mandatory in Meghalaya otherwise 
it would lead to complication for a 
state that is dealing with issue of  
illegal immigration,” he said 

Maintaining that aadhaar will 
not be adopted in Meghalaya, the 
chief minister said, “In respect of  
state government programmes, 
there will be no aadhaar seeded 
beneficiary data based required. 
Therefore, we will request the 
Centre that the same be adopted 
for central schemes implemented 
in Meghalaya.” 

“As of  now, only Centrally 
sponsored schemes insist on 

aadhaar linked beneficiaries. It 
is not mandatory but voluntary 
keeping in mind that there are 
students studying outside the 
state,” he said. Informing that 
there is 6.02 lakh people enrolled 
with aadhaar in the state at present, 
he said “If  aadhaar is not issued 
to such students they will not be 
eligible for entrance examinations 
and also for scholarships. 

Earlier, Opposition members 
demanded the state government to 
issue directions to all departments 
to refrain from pushing people to 
enroll for aadhaar.

Agartala, Dec. 14 (PTI): 
R S S  C h i e f  M o h a n 
Bhagawat would pay a five-
day visit to Tripura from 
tomorrow during course of  
which he would review the 
organisatinal works of  the 
Sangha to further strengthen 
it in the Northeastern region.

Bhagawat would interact 
with the executives of  the 
north eastern region as part 
of the exercise, sources in the 
RSS said today.

“ R a s h t r i y a 
S waya m s eva k  S a n g h 
Sarsanghchalak Mohan 
Bhagwatji would review the 
organizational works of the 
Uttarpurba Kshetra with 
the executives of RSS in his 
five day tour beginning from 
tomorrow. He would also 
address a public rally here on 
Sunday”, RSS Pracharak, 
Manoranjan Pradhan told 
reporters here.

He said, the entire 

north eastern region was 
organizationally divided 
into four Prantas , which 
include Manipur, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Assam and 
Dakshin Assam and added 
Tripura, Mizoram and 
Barak Valley falls under 
Dakshin Assam Pranta.

Pradhan said, all the 
major organizers of  all 
the four Prantas would be 
present in the Samiksha 
(review meeting) and would 

discuss how the organization 
could be further strengthened 
in the region.

The RSS Chief  would 
leave the state on Dec 19. 

Bhagwat visit assumes 
significance as Tripura 
would witness Assembly 
poll early next year. BJP has 
been working intensely in the 
state to make a determined 
effort to form a government 
in the state ruled currently 
by CPI-M.

Agartala, Dec. 14 (PTI): 
An international umbrella 
body of the Buddhists today 
said it is working on to find 
out ways of  resolving the 
Rohingya Muslims issue.

The New Delhi based 
International Buddhist 
Confederation (IBC) also 
condemned the violence 
in Myanmar following 
which a large number of  
Rohingya Muslims have fled 
to neighbouring countries.

“We shal l  act ive ly 
participate in resolving the 
(Rohingya) crisis as far as we 
can access,” IBC secretary 
Dhammapiya said.

Buddhism does not 
allow any sort of  violence 
and intolerance, he told a 
press conference.

“ We  h ave  w r i t t e n 

to concerned people in 
Myanmar to reconsider their 
stand and treat all human 
beings and establish peace 
and harmony in the region. 
We condemn violence on 
Rohingyas in Myanmar,” 
Dhammapiya said.

According to the UN 
estimates, nearly 600,000 
minority Rohingya Muslims 
have fled to Bangladesh 
to escape violence in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state 
since August 25 when the 
army launched a military 
crackdown, triggering an 
exodus.

Myanmar does not 
recognise Rohingya as an 
ethnic group and insists 
that they are Bangladeshi 
migrants living illegally in 
the country.

New Delhi, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Amid reports of the water of  
the Siang river in Arunachal 
Pradesh, a tributary of  
the Brahmaputra, turning 
muddy, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
discussed the matter with 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi during their 
bilateral meeting here on 
Tuesday, a senior official 
confirmed on Thursday.

E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar, while 
stating that it was a matter 
of  concern, said that his 
ministry was coordinating 
with the Ministry of Water 

Resources on this.
The water of the Siang 

turned muddy in the post-
monsoon season and many 
quarters blamed China for 
carrying out construction 
activities though Beijing has 
denied this.

Former Union Minister 
Ninong Ering had last 
month written to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
hinting that China could be 
behind Siang’s water turning 
excessively muddy.

Regarding the water of  
the Brahmaputra that has 
also become turbid, Kumar 
said that the matter was 
under investigation. 

EM Images
Sangita Thiyam flanked by first runner-up Lumgailiu Panmei and second runner-up 
Keipila Lovety Maram.

News IN BrIef
Myanmar national sent to 15 years 
in jail for drug smuggling
Aizawl, Dec. 14 (PTI): A court in Mizoram’s Champhai 
district has sentenced a Myanmarese national to 15-year 
rigorous imprisonment for smuggling synthetic drug 
methamphetamine into the country. Additional Sessions 
Judge of Champhai district R Vanlalena convicted Lenpu, 
28, of Tamu village in Myanmar yesterday and imposed a 
fine of Rs one lakh on him. Lenpu will serve an additional 
one-year imprisonment if he fails to pay the fine, the judge 
ruled. He was arrested on January 14, 2017 for possession 
of methamphetamine.

Miscreants thrash dumper driver
Haflong, Dec. 14 (PTI): Miscreants thrashed a driver of  
a dumper in Assam’s Dima Hasao district and fled with 
his vehicle, police said today. The incident took place 
at Langting area yesterday night, the police said. Some 
passersby saw the injured driver and informed police who 
admitted him to Hojai hospital. The vehicle was recovered 
from Lanka area, police added.

Meghalaya NCP chief removed
Shillong, Dec. 14 (PTI): The Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) has sacked Meghalaya state president 
Sanbor Shullai for reportedly hobnobbing with the 
BJP. Incumbent state vice president Vijay Raj has been 
accordingly appointed as the working president of  the 
party state unit. “On the recommendation of the NCP 
national General Secretary in-charge NE states Praful 
Patel, Shullai has been relieved from the post of  state 
president with immediate effect,” NCP Secretary S R 
Kohli said in a letter to the state unit, a copy of which 
was made available to the media. Sources close to the 
party said that Shullai was removed amid media reports 
of his hobnobbing with the BJP keeping in view Assembly 
elections in the state next year.

Hardcore NDFB(S) militant killed 
in encounter
Kokrajhar (Assam), Dec. 14 (PTI): A hardcore NDFB(S) 
militant was killed and two policemen injured in an 
encounter in Assam’s Kokrajhar district, the police said 
here today. Acting on specfic information about the 
presence of three NDFB(S) militants in Dum Bazaar area, 
a police team launched an operation there yesterday night.
In the ensuing encounter, one militant was killed while 
others managed to escape, Kokrajhar SP Rajen Singh 
said here today. Two police commandos were also 
suffered injuries in the encounter. The slain militant has 
been identified as self-styled Sergeant Major cum platoon 
commander of NDFB(S)’s West Zone, Soheton Narzary 
alias Sandwe. Police recovered an AK-56 rifle, a magazine, 
16 empty cases, a detonator, two mobile hand sets and 
other articles from the spot.

Awaiting sacking, over 10,000 Tripura 
teachers get six-month sC breather

Dental students of RIMS stage protest on pending stipends 

sangita Thiyam is Miss Orange Queen 2017

Training on organic farming held in Manipur 

Tea garden firing: owners remanded to police custody

Will convene a meeting to seek clarity on Aadhaar, says Mukul Sangma

RSS Chief Bhagwat to pay 5-day visit to Tripura from today

Trying to find ways to resolve 
Rohingya issue — Buddhist body

Sushma, Chinese Foreign Minister 
discussed Siang river issue

5,000 organic farmers are registered 
under Manipur Organic Mission Agency

Two hill districts of 
Assam heads for Delhi
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According to data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the 
wholesale price index (WPI) accelerated to 3.93 per cent in November from 

3.59 per cent during October and 1.82 per cent during November 2016.

Railways forms committee 
to review flexi-fare scheme

Cement companies cheer 
as SC lifts ban on pet coke

Volkswagen India 
to increase prices 
from January 2018

Tata Motors 
delivers first set of 
Tigor EVs to EESL

Samsung might lose ground 
in smartphone market in 2018

Food, fuel prices accelerate 
November WPI inflation

New Delhi, Dec. 14 (IANS): An ex-
ponential rise in food and fuel prices 
especially those of  onions and diesel 
pushed India’s annual rate of  infla-
tion based on wholesale prices higher 
to 3.93 per cent for November, official 
data showed on Thursday.

According to data from the Min-
istry of  Commerce and Industry, the 
wholesale price index (WPI) acceler-
ated to 3.93 per cent in November 
from 3.59 per cent during October 
and 1.82 per cent during the corre-
sponding month of  2016.

Reacting to the data, India Inc. 
said the rise in inflation was mainly 
driven by vegetables, onions, eggs, 
meat and fish, minerals, petrol and 
high speed diesel due to a decline in 
production and the resultant fall in 
the supply side.

On a sequential basis, the ex-
penses on primary articles, which 
constitute 22.62 per cent of  the WPI’s 
total weightage, edged higher by 5.28 

per cent, from an increase of  3.33 per 
cent in October. The prices of  food 
articles rose by 6.06 per cent from a 
rise of  4.30 per cent in October.

In terms of  food prices, the YoY 
(Year-on-Year) wholesale inflation 
rate for onions was higher by 178.19 
per cent, whereas for potatoes it 
plunged by (-)40.73 per cent.

In contrast, the overall vegetable 
prices in November rose by 59.80 per 
cent, against a fall of  (-)17.31 per cent 
in the same month a year ago.

As per data, wheat became cheap-
er by (-)5.75 per cent on YoY basis 
and the prices of  pulses came down 
by (-)35.48 per cent, but paddy be-
came dearer by 2.90 per cent.

On the other hand, protein-based 
food items such as eggs, meat and fish 
became expensive by 4.73 per cent 
during the month under review.

Prices of  the other major group 
under the WPI, manufactured prod-
ucts, which comprise nearly 64.23 per 

cent of  the index, recorded a 2.61 per 
cent rise. The sub-category of  manu-
factured food products registered a 
rise of  0.47 per cent.

Similarly, fuel and power prices 
accelerated by 8.82 per cent. 

Product-wise, the price of  high-
speed diesel rose by 11.63 per cent 
during November while that of  petrol 
climbed by 10.57 per cent and for 
LPG by 31.30 per cent.

Expressing concern over the rise 
in wholesale inflation, industry body 
Assocham’s Secretary General D.S. 
Rawat said: “The continuous increase 
in the prices of  petrol and high speed 
diesel due to rise in prices of  crude oil 
globally have to be taken care of  by 
the policy makers since it may have 
impact on import bills and subse-
quent impact on exchange rates.” 

“... it may have negative impact 
on input prices for the industry which 
has already started to feel the pressure 
on its profitability.”

New Delhi, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Over two months after Rail-
way Minister Piyush Goyal 
announced that the flexi-fare 
scheme will be reviewed, 
the railways has set up a six-
member committee to review 
the scheme, by comparing 
the prices with that of  other 
modes of  transport.

According to a railway 
board letter issued on De-
cember 11, the board has 
formed a six-member com-
mittee comprising two rail-
way board officials along with 
Ravinder Goyal, Adviser, 
Niti Ayog; Meenakshi Malik, 
Executive Director, Revenue 
Management, Air India; S. 
Sriram, professor of  transport 
economics and Iti Mani, Di-
rector, Revenue, Le Meridien, 
Delhi.

The committee will review 
the flexi-fare system and sub-
mit its report in 30 days.

“The broad terms and ref-
erence of  the committee shall 
be to examine all options and 
recommend the best option 
keeping in mind passengers 
and railways’ interest”, the 
letter read.

On September 28, Goyal 
said the flexi-fare ticket pric-
ing system would be reviewed 
soon.

“I have heard people com-
plaining about the flexible 
fare ticketing system. We will 
soon take a decision on that,” 
Goyal had said.

The Minister also said that 
the prices in the flexi-fare sys-
tem would be slashed.

On September 9, 2016, 
Railways introduced flexi-fare 
for premier trains - Rajdhani, 

Duronto and Shatabdi.
Under this, the base fare 

increases by 10 per cent with 
every 10 per cent of  berths 
sold, subject to a prescribed 
limit. There was no change in 
the existing fare for 1AC and 
EC class of  travel.

But on December 19, Rail-
ways started to provide 10 per 
cent rebate on any seat left 
vacant after the preparation 
of  the chart.

According to a railway 
ministry official, who wished 
not be named, due to the in-
troduction of  the flexi-fare in 
premium trains, the revenue 
share increased but it lost pas-
sengers as several berths in the 
trains remained vacant.

The letter also said: “The 
committee should assess the 
impact of  implementation of  
flexi-fare in its current form 
with respect to revenue gener-
ated for the railways, impact 
on passengers in terms of  
their choice of  the railways 
as a means of  transport with 
increased fare.”

The committee will also 
explore ways to offer add-
ons to passengers like loyalty 
benefits or deferred benefits 
for better patronage of  the 
scheme.

The committee will also 
recommend if  modifications 
or amendments can be brought 
to the flexi-fare system to offer 
passengers flexibility of  rates 
during peak season, lean sea-
son or during week days or 
weekends or during festivals.

The committee has also 
been asked to review the fares 
of  the Humsafar Express 
which was launched last year.

Jaipur, Dec. 14 (IANS) : Cement companies in Rajas-
than have welcomed the Supreme Court order lifting 
the ban imposed on use of pet coke by the industry, 
while environmentalists have voiced concern.

The apex court on Wednesday lifted the ban im-
posed on pet coke and furnace oil in Delhi, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana which came into effect 
on November 1, 2017, and asked the government to 
frame guidelines on the use of pet coke. Welcoming the 
decision, K.C. Gandhi, joint president, Shree Cement, 
told IANS that he was of the opinion that petcoke 
doesn’t create any pollution as far as the cement mak-
ing process is concerned. He said the ban had come as 
a surprise. Sunil Kalani, DGM, Binani Cement, also 
welcomed the top court’s decision.

“With this decision, the consumers will definitely 
benefit and cement prices will come down,” Kalani 
told IANS. However, he was anxious to know about 
the follow-up decision of the Environment Ministry on 
the verdict. “The cement plants continued their opera-
tions as there was regular coal supply. Had the supply 
been lower, the cement industries might have faced the 
blues,” he said expressing his worry.

While cement and lime industries use pet coke, 
thermal power plants use furnace oil. 

The apex court on Wednesday also directed the 
Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) to come 
out with regulations for the sale of pet coke and fix 
emission standards for thermal power plants. 

The top court had on October 24 banned use of pet 
coke and furnace oil in the three states from November 
1 in view of  the pollution levels in Delhi-National 
Capital Region (NCR).

Gandhi said as coal was 10-12 per cent more 
expensive than pet coke, cement prices had to be 
increased during the ban period. “But the top court 
decision will definitely lead to reduction in cement 
prices in coming days and the benefit will be passed 
on the end consumers,” he said.

“The cement industry uses pet coke as a raw mate-
rial and not as fuel and hence it was important for us to 
have a regular supply of raw material,” he added.

Besides the cement industry, there are many other 
industries such as glass, chemical, small boilers etc 
which use pet coke. During the ban period, the prices 
of coal went up with its demand soaring, while pet 
coke became cheaper, hence cement prices also also 
shot up in these days. 

Mumbai, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Car manufacturer Volkswa-
gen India on Thursday 
announced an upward 
price revision of  up to Rs 
20,000 across its product 
range effective from Janu-
ary 2018.

Volkswagen Passen-
ger Cars’ Director Steffen 
Knapp said: “The price 
increase is essential on ac-
count of  several external 
economic factors as well as 
fluctuations in the global 
commodity price and lo-
cal input cost and is in line 
with industry.”

On Wednesday, au-
tomobile major Maruti 
Suzuki India said that it 
will increase the prices of  
its entire passenger vehicle 
range by up to two per cent 
from January, due to rising 
input costs.

“The company will 
go in for an upward price 
revision by up to 2 per cent 
due to rising input costs,” 
a Maruti Suzuki India of-
ficial told IANS.

Earlier, Tata Motors 
had said that it will in-
crease the prices of  its 
entire passenger vehicle 
range by up to Rs 25,000, 
starting from January to 
offset the impact of  rising 
input costs.

Another automobile 
manufacturer Ford India 
said that it will increase the 
prices of  all its vehicles by 
up to 4 per cent from Janu-
ary 1, 2018.

Mumbai, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Automobile major Tata 
Motors on Thursday de-
livered the first set of  Tigor 
Electric Vehicles (EVs) 
to state-run Energy Ef-
ficiency Services Limited 
(EESL).

According to the auto-
mobile major, the first set 
of  Tigor EVs were deliv-
ered as part of  the state-
run company’s initiative 
to procure 10,000 electric 
vehicles. 

Commenting on the 
occasion, Tata Motors’ 
CEO and MD Guenter 
Butschek said: “This ini-
tiative of  the Government 
of  India to procure 10,000 
electric vehicles is a bold 
step in terms of  promot-
ing green and sustainable 
transport solutions.”

“With Tigor EV, we 
have begun our journey 
in boosting e-mobility and 
will offer a full range of  
electric vehicles to the In-
dian customers. This ten-
der has effectively paved 
way for connecting our as-
pirations in the e-mobility 
space with the vision of  
the government.”

Tata Motors had quali-
fied as “L1” bidder in the 
midst of  stiff  competition 
and won the tender floated 
by EESL in September 
2017. For phase 1, Tata 
Motors is required to de-
liver 250 Tigor EVs, for 
which it has received a 
LoA (Letter of  Award). 

Seoul, Dec. 14 (IANS) : 
Samsung Electronics Co is 
likely to lose ground in the 
smartphone segment in 2018 
due to the rise of  Chinese 
smartphone manufacturers, 
an industry tracker said on 
Thursday.

Strategy Analytics said 
the company is expected to 
post a market share of 19.2 
per cent in the global smart-
phone industry in 2018 by 
shipping 315 million units, 
down from 20.5 per cent es-
timated for this year, Yonhap 
News Agency reported.

The weaker outlook 
comes as rival Apple Inc 
is expected to expand its 
presence in the high-end seg-
ment, while Chinese com-
panies are quickly making 
inroads to the industry with 
budget devices, experts said.

“While the iOS-powered 
smartphones do not have 
competitors, Samsung will 
face tougher challenges in 

the Android segment,” said 
Park Nam-gyoo, a professor 
of  business at Seoul Na-
tional University.

It will mark the first time 
that Samsung will post a 
decline in smartphone ship-
ments on-year, excluding 
2016, when the company 
suspended the production 
of Galaxy Note 7 over safety 
issues.

Samsung Electronics 
did not comment on the 
outlook.

Apple, on the other 
hand, is expected to take up 
14.3 per cent of the market 
in 2018 by shipping 234 mil-
lion units, up from 14 per 
cent posted this year.

China-based Huawei 
Technologies Co and OPPO 
Electronics Corp are also set 
to expand their shares to ac-
count for 10 per cent and 7.8 
per cent, respectively, next 
year, the data also showed.

Industry watchers said 

Samsung Electronics must 
prepare to cope with the 
rise of Chinese smartphone 
makers, as they are also 
starting to set their eyes on 
the premium segment as 
well.
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Roads, Electricity 
and Water

N
agaland in the last few years has gone through one 
of  the worst case scenarios in terms of  infrastruc-
ture failures that the state has ever experienced 
since statehood. Whether it is the El Nino or Cli-

mate Change in action the region has been having unpredict-
able weather conditions with higher rainfall than previous 
years. Moreover, according to meteorologists the cycle of  
abundant rainfall has started for the annual south west mon-
soon, a few years back. It should be a lesson learned for the 
planners and lawmakers that after the dry spell of  15-30 years 
comes more rainfall. 

Regrettably the state is witness to one of  the worst road 
conditions in years. It is also coupled with the sudden increase 
in population in the urban areas with major rise in traffic. 
The increase in the urban population has also have given rise 
to more number of  human biases with more number of  the 
population experiencing the harrowing road and traffic con-
ditions every day. Public memory is short but Dimapur and 
Kohima experienced worst road conditions in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s with major improvements from mid 2000s 
even the sparingly used alternative roads.  However the main-
tenance was not commensurate to the numbers and length of  
the roads in the state. It is not a wonder that thousands are 
employed under one road or the other as contingency labour-
ers. Most probably,  the little money for maintenance is paid 
off  as salary with no work done. 

The state is also presently going through a crumbling power 
infrastructure. This is a bigger threat to the development of  the 
state than perceived. The state is hardly able to sustain the pur-
chase of  power but the percentage of  recovery is very low. Ri-
diculously, most of  the major defaulting consumers are govern-
ment offices and quasi government institutions. There has been 
not a single government with the political will to correct this 
problem over the years. The hapless citizens continue to bear 
the brunt of  it. Moreover, the state usually should have surplus 
power but even the much publicised Doyang Hydro Electric 
Project fails to give reach its optimum capacity. The increased 
rainfall unfortunately could not be tapped. 

With regard to water supply, safe drinking water is no longer 
a state subject in Nagaland. Any form of water to the house-
holds is instead a luxury. Households now depend on either 
rain water and  privately sourced means of  water supply or 
ground water. The actual average litres per capita day supply 
should actually put to shame the lawmakers concerned with 
the department. On the flip side, the increased rainfall causing 
bad road conditions is a blessing in disguise for many citizens 
when it comes to water problems. In the rural areas the many 
years of  incorrect data a.k.a ‘paper works’ indicates sufficient  
water supply with  proper water sourcing projects as per specifi-
cations, well maintained distribution with sufficient reservoirs. 
Everyone from the department to the village, even after com-
munitisation, are in a catch-22 situation as an honest status quo 
report might land many into trouble. 

The slogan ‘sadak, bijli, pani’ meaning roads, electricity and 
water is now considered out of  fashion even in most parts of  In-
dia. For a state that recently attained 54 years since statehood, it 
is very unfortunate to be discussing it. 

I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4:13

s Star Wars fans around the world eagerly await the 
release of Episode 8, “The Last Jedi,” people con-
tinue to analyze the remarkable success of these 
films dating back to 1977. Frank Pallotta, media re-

porter for CNNMoney, said that Star Wars connects with many who 
long for “a new hope and a force of good at a time when the world 
needs heroes.”

At the time of Jesus’s birth, the people of Israel were oppressed 
and longing for their long-promised Messiah. Many anticipated a hero 
to deliver them from Roman tyranny, but Jesus did not come as a 
political or military hero. Instead, He came as a baby to the town of 
Bethlehem. As a result, many missed who He was. The apostle John 
wrote, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not re-
ceive him” (John 1:11).

More than a hero, Jesus came as our Savior. He was born to bring 
God’s light into the darkness and to give His life so that everyone who 
receives Him could be forgiven and freed from the power of sin. John 
called Him “the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (v. 14).

“To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God” (v. 12). Indeed, Jesus is the 
one true hope the world needs.
Lord Jesus, You are our Savior, and we praise You for coming to 

die that we might live.

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 1:1–5, 9–14  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.                    

    ~  John 1:14

Politicians do not buy votes. 
Majority of  ‘WE NAGAS’ 
sells vote directly or indirect-
ly, that’s the root cause of  all 

problems and we are “THE CREA-
TOR” of  our own mess. So, let’s stop 
the hypocrisy of  blaming only the 
politicians when it’s ‘picture clear’, 
that the foundation of  all the issues 
and problems confronting our soci-
ety today, has been laid by us. Before 
speaking ill of  others at least have the 
courage to own up to our actions. In 
all fairness, we have to maintain a 
certain standard of  fairness as we ex-
pect the same standard from others; 
otherwise it amounts to being dou-
ble standard. No matter, the extent 
of  ‘Clean Election’ campaign, at the 
end of  the day, for the vast majority 
of  poor people, hardly making ends 
meet, development will be the last 
thing in mind and money will be the 

last thing they will ‘SAY NO TO’. I 
will not refuse to acknowledge some 
people who do not sell their votes but 
unfortunately that too comes with 
rider, that is, award of  contract works 
or backdoor appointments after win-
ning election in return for their so 
called “Free Votes”. Now, please 
justify yourselves as to how our rep-
resentatives can work honestly and 
efficiently under such “Conditioned 
Condition” and decide for yourselves 
who, to be blamed and who, to be 
held accountable for all the mess we 
are in. As for me, our politician’s ac-
tions are justified, created and over-
shadowed by our ‘own individual 
selfishness’ and we are all responsible 
for making them “Them”. Many may 
or may not agree with me but that’s 
the sad reality of  it.

With regard to clean election ini-
tiatives of  the religious organization, 

I would say, please do not make a 
mockery of  yourself, as it is like, you 
seek donations from the politicians for 
your various activities on one hand 
and ‘preach your preaching’ to people 
not to accept money from them on 
the other. This is the height of  hypoc-
risy; your double standard has been 
exposed. I say, either “Practice what 
you Preach” or change your speech. 
Questions would not have been 
raised, if  you had minded your own 
business. Please do the needful to set 
your house in order before even think-
ing of  venturing out on the issue/is-
sues that may prove counterproduc-
tive and bring disrepute to your name. 
I’m not being pessimistic here, let us 
be practical and try to understand the 
ground reality. You signing the pledge 
with the politicians has been so far 
the joke of  the year. You are living 
in fool’s paradise to even think that 

these politicians will strictly adhere to 
your pledge. If  you have a real genu-
ine concern for the society as you say 
and preach, by now, you should have 
mobilized all your resources for “The 
Clean Election Campaign”, toured all 
the villages of  the state and “Signed 
the Pledge with the People”, not with 
the “Politicians”, who have played 
politics with you and made a fool of  
you. Please maintain your sanctity 
as a religious institution by not med-
dling in the dirty muds of  politics, as 
the saying goes, “Muddy water is best 
cleared by leaving it alone”. It’s time 
we do away with all the hypocrisies, 
for the best time to start a “New Be-
ginning”, is “Now” either with the 
election or solution.   

Kuknalim.
Hukai. H Zhimo

Forest Colony, Dimapur

The latest political development in Naga-
land state has exposed the true agenda 
of  those elected leaders who are run-

ning the affairs of  the state.
The good citizens of  Nagaland are now 

ready to witness another serious oath of  se-
crecy ceremony and this will be a record fifth 
pledge of  the NPF-led government within a 
span of  5 years. Nowhere in other states in In-
dia will we find legislators so ready to read out 
the pledge again and again.

But what kind of  oath are our elected lead-
ers taking and is the oath different in Naga-
land? Is it for good governance and welfare of  
the people or for their own vested interests? Or 
are they taking the oath to retain their portfo-
lios so they can pocket more money meant for 
development? Is there anything mentioned in 
the oath that the MLAs, ministers or govern-
ment will deduct 10% or 25% from all develop-
ment funds and projects as personal commis-
sion or PARTY fund?

The political instabilities in the last 5 years 
are a direct result of  our elected leaders who 
have reduced themselves to political prosti-
tution by jumping from one camp/group to 
another for the sake of  money or portfolio. 
Lots of  money is involved whenever there is a 
leadership crisis within the NPF leaders and so 
many of  our legislators are not concerned with 

the political instability as long as their pockets 
are also filled.

I wonder why there is not a single MLA 
among the 60 MLAs who has the moral cour-
age and integrity to stand up and say enough 
is enough, let us not fool ourselves or the pub-
lic anymore by saying we are working for de-
velopment and public welfare whereas we are 
only concerned to make enough money for the 
next election.

All the 60 legislators should feel ashamed 
and resign en-masse as the publican no longer 
tolerate this ‘tamasha’ anymore.

In my personal opinion, for better govern-
ance and stability once a chief  minister is pop-
ularly chosen or elected, he should be allowed 
to complete his full tenure. As far as possible, 
the same should apply to ministers.

To the public and especially the educated 
youths, I want to make this appeal that in the 
2018 assembly election, let us all reject these 
selfish and senior politicians who only know 
how to play politics with money, let us replace 
them with leaders whose vision of  politics and 
governance goes beyond money. Let us also 
give chance to the computer literate youth who 
are well versed in modern politics and govern-
ance to bring changes in our present corrupt 
political system.

Kevise Sogotsu

We should bear in 
mind that NNPG 
Working group 

had political discussion with 
India Interlocutor R.N. Ravi 
only for the first time on 23rd 
September 2017. It is barely 
one month since the political 
dialogue had taken place. On 
the other hand, it took several 
years for the NSCN (IM) to 
come to a ‘Framework Agree-
ment’. 

So as the talk with NNPG 
is very recent, it is the wishes 
and desire of  the Naga people 
that sufficient and reasonable 
time is given to the NNPG to 
come to a logical conclusion 
with R.N. Ravi.  

In the light of  this situa-
tion, the recent meeting with 
the Indian Home Minister 
and R.N. Ravi by Nagaland 
Chief  Minister, Ministers 
and Lok Sabha MP on 3rd 

November to settle the Naga 
issue before Christmas (Set-
ting a deadline) was a wrong 
move and does not augured 
well with the protracted Naga 
political settlement which 
remained elusive for over 70 
years. 

We should not do any-
thing in haste. Holding Gen-
eral Election is secondary 
concern and amicable settle-
ment of  Naga political issue 
is our primary and top con-
cern. Therefore setting one 
two months time frame to 
conclude the vexed issue as 
pressurised by the State po-
litical Leaders is not accept-
able. Moreover if  anything on 
a Naga political issue had to 
be done, first the Naga people 
should be consulted.    

Themiakhrielie  
Kohima 

My Take on Various Hypocrisies on Issues Confronting Our Confused and Chaotic Society 

Record 5th Oath of Secrecy of NPF-led Govt?Give Sufficient 
Time to NNPG
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More Than a Hero

The Wire Staff

The report’s findings give cre-
dence to the theory that the 
opening up of  the economy has 
disproportionately benefited 

those at the top of  the income pyramid.
New Delhi: Income inequality has 

reached historically high levels in India 
since the 1980s when economic and 
trade liberalisation began in the country, 
with the top ten percent of  the popula-
tion accounting for 56% of the national 
income in 2014, says a new report on 
income inequality across the world by 
the World Inequality Lab.

The report gives credence to the the-
ory that the opening up of  the economy 
has disproportionately benefited those 
at the top of  the income pyramid.

The report further says that the top 
one percent of  the population account-
ed for as much as 22% of the country’s 
total income in 2014.

Also, the absolute growth in income 
of  the top one percent of  the population 
since the 1980s has been more than that 
of  the bottom 50% people taken togeth-
er, according to the report.

The report was coordinated by 
economists Thomas Piketty, Facundo 
Alvaredo, Lucas Chancel, Emmanuel 
Saez and Gabriel Zucman.

According to the report, inequality 
within the top ten percent group was also 
high. The higher up the Indian income 
distribution one looks, the faster the rise 
in their share of  the national income has 
been since the early 1980s. The income 
share of  India’s top one percent rose 
from nearly six percent in 1982-1983 to 
above ten percent a decade after, then to 
15% by 2000, and further still to around 
23% by 2014, says the report.

During the first decade after the mil-
lennium, the share of  national income 
attributable to the top one percent grew 
to be larger than that pertaining to the 
bottom 50%.

By 2014, the national income share 
of  the bottom 50%, a group of  about 
390 million adults, was just two-thirds 
of  the share of  the top one percent, who 
totalled at 7.8 million.

According to the report, an even 
stronger increase in the share of  nation-
al income was experienced by the top 
0.1% and the top 0.01%, whose shares 
grew fivefold and tenfold, respectively, 
from 2% and 0.5% to almost 10% and 
5%, between 1983 and 2014. Income 
growth rates at the very top were ex-
treme.

These evolutions are consistent with 
the dynamics of  Indian wealth inequal-
ity, which exhibits a strong increase in 
the top ten percent wealth share in the 

recent period, in particular after 2002. 
Highly unequal income growth at the 
top mechanically drives wealth inequal-
ity across the population, which in re-
turns fuels income concentration, the 
report says.

In contrast, the annual real incomes 
of  the bottom 50% grew at a faster rate 
than the countrywide average during 
the 1960s and 1970s when socialist 
central planning dominated the Indian 
economy, and at a notably higher pace 
than the growth experienced by those in 
the top ten percent and the top one per-
cent of  earners.

However, this dynamic changed dra-
matically during the 1980s and has re-
mained the same ever since. The 1980s 
saw a much higher average income 
growth rates than in the previous dec-
ades, but growth was only marginally 
higher for the bottom 90% of the popu-
lation. High growth was in fact concen-
trated among the top ten percent. This 
situation was prolonged throughout the 
1980-2000s.

During the 2000s, the annual real in-
come growth of  the top one percent was 
close to 8.5%, followed by the top ten 
percent at around seven percent and the 
bottom 50% at less than 2.5%. India’s 
countrywide average was 4.5% over the 
decade.

It is particularly interesting to com-

pare the pre-1980 with the post-1980 
growth rates. From 1980 to 2014, the 
bottom 50% and middle 40% grew at 
89% and 93% respectively. While the av-
erage income growth was substantially 
higher after 1980, there is very little dif-
ference in growth rates for the bottom 
50% and middle 40%.

Since 1980, the top 0.1% earners 
captured more of  the total growth than 
the bottom 50% (12% vs 11% of total 
growth). The top 0.1% of earners rep-
resented less than 800,000 individuals 
in 2014.  This is equivalent to a popula-
tion smaller to Delhi’s IT suburb, Gur-
gaon. It is a sharp contrast with the 389 
million individuals that made up the 
bottom half  of  the adult population in 
2014.

At the opposite end of  the distribu-
tion, the top one percent of  Indian earn-
ers captured as much growth as the bot-
tom 84%.

In 2014, the bottom 50% earned sig-
nificantly less than the average income 
per adult, receiving less than one-third of  
the nationwide mean income before tax, 
while the average income of the middle 
40% was around four-fifths the national 
average. Those in the top ten percent 
earned five times the national average, 
and when one examines further up the 
income distribution, the same exponen-
tial trend is evident, says the report.

Income Inequality Highest in India 
Since 1980s, Finds New Report

Dinesh C Sharma | India Science Wire

Rising temperature, erratic rainfall and oc-
currence of  moderate drought are begin-
ning to impact food production in Naga-
land. In order to meet the challenge of  

climate change, the state is now turning to its for-
gotten resource – traditional food crops which can 
withstand higher temperatures and water-stressed 
conditions.

The hilly state has initiated steps to revive tra-
ditional rice as well as millet varieties which over 
the years gave way to high yielding crop varieties 
for various reasons. Though farmers are not grow-
ing traditional varieties for sustenance, they are still 
the custodian of  knowledge about them. In wake 
of  climate change, these varieties will be promoted 
among farmers, as they are the best bet for adapting 
to changing climate. 

The biological diversity of  rice in the state is tre-
mendous – 867 traditional ‘land races’ of  rice have 
been identified by the State Agriculture Research 
Station (SARS) at Mokokchung. These rice varie-
ties are broadly categorized as glutinous, brown and 
aromatic, and most of  them are grown under the 
jhum or shifting cultivation system practiced by dif-
ferent Naga tribes in the state. 

The state government has initiated a project 
called “gene pool conservation of  indigenous rice 
varieties under traditional integrated rotational 

farming system for promoting livelihood and food 
security as climate change adaptation strategy.” The 
Rs 24 crore project will be supported by the Nation-
al Adaptation Fund for Climate Change. It will be 
implemented in one village in each selected block 
in five districts - Tuensang, Wokha, Zunheboto, 
Mokokchung and Kohima – over the next three 
years.

All rice production systems are exposed to heat 
stress but rainfed uplands are particularly vulnerable 
to temperature rise. Heat stress leads to stunting, af-
fecting yields. In addition, warmer climate leads to 
introduction of  new diseases and insects. “Farm-
ers need new varieties which are drought and heat 
resistant. Traditional rice and millet varieties can 
do just this, as they can grow even in marginalised 
lands, are highly diverse in terms of  pest resistance, 
yield, time of  cultivation and maturity and water re-
quirement,” Dr D.K. Chetri, Joint Director, SARS, 
told India Science Wire on the sidelines of  a media 
workshop in climate change here.  

“Nagaland is not adequately equipped to current 
climate change impacts. The state has a large exist-
ing adaptation deficit which is a priority of  early ac-
tion. Therefore, there is a need for developing proc-
esses for community led adaptation that are rooted 
in local institutions,” he added. 

Under the projects, field gene banks will be de-
veloped for conservation and research of  promis-
ing varieties, and seed exchange programme will be 
initiated with the involvement of  communities en-

gaged in both jhum and terrace cultivation. Selected 
promising seeds varieties will then be disseminated 
to farmers across the state. 

Rice is staple food of  Nagaland with about 86% 
of  the cultivable area in the state under jhum and 
terrace rice cultivation systems. Traditional rice 
varieties are grown in altitude ranging from 300 to 
2500 meters. But of  late, farmers are shifting to cash 
crops putting cereal production under stress. High 
intensity farming of  rice and pulses, promoted un-
der several schemes, has not been sustainable.

Climate change has added a new stress factor. 
In the last 100 years, Nagaland has experienced in-
crease in average annual temperature from 1.4 de-
gree to 1.6 degree. “The projected increase in aver-
age annual temperature is 1.6 degree to 1.8 degree 
between 2021 and 2050,” pointed out Dellirose M 
Sakhrie, secretary of  the state Department of  Sci-
ence and Technology. The rainfall is also expected 
to increase in intensity by 20%.  The number of  ex-
treme dry and extreme wet days will increase during 
2021-2050. 

Dr Chetri said farming practices in the state 
would have to be modified with changing climate, 
in order to ensure food and nutritional security of  
people. 

The workshop was organised by the Centre for 
Media Studies, the Department of  Science and 
Technology, the Indian Himalayas Climate Adapta-
tion Programme, along with the Nagaland Climate 
Change Cell. 

Faced With Climate Change, Nagaland to Revive Traditional Rice Varieties
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Is your finan-
cial situation confusing? Are you starting to 
panic about it? You may be getting worked 
up over nothing. Get all your paperwork to-

gether, focus on the facts, and see what’s really happen-
ing. Once you consult the actual figures and go over 
them a few times, you should find that you can handle 
the situation.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Ideas for 
creative projects may be flooding your mind, 
but they may be too general or vague to grasp. 
Make a list if  you like, but don’t feel you have 

to start anything today. You may need a few days to let 
the ideas churn around before settling on the best one to 
start. Be patient.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Have you been 
getting strange vibes from someone close to 
you? Chances are this person isn’t upset with 
you. He or she may be worried about upcom-

ing changes in the professional environment. All signs 
are that these worries are groundless. Offer to take your 
friend out to lunch and just listen. You’ll be able to lighten 
the load and provide some much-needed perspective.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A current or 
potential love partner may drop out of  sight 
and not return your calls. You could panic, 
wondering if  your friend has lost interest. 

Don’t jump to conclusions. Your partner may be involved 
in other matters. Remember the old saying, “If  you love 
something, let it go.” If  you cling, it was never yours in 
the first place.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A gathering of  psy-
chics, artists, and spiritually oriented people 
could take place in your home today. This may 
be a fascinating and stimulating meeting, but 

there may be someone who likes to stir controversy and 
debate. Be aware of  this possibility and short-circuit it if  
you can or this promising encounter could end with bat-
tered egos and bruised feelings.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A class you’ve 
wanted to take may open up, and you’ll want to 
register right away. You might have a few diffi-
culties. If  you try to sign up by phone, the line 

may be busy. If  you enroll online, the website might crash. 
Don’t get discouraged and give up. These are only tempo-
rary delays. You won’t want to miss the class. Keep trying!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Do you have a 
lot of  money in investments? Even if  you have 
only a savings account or home equity, you 
could be a bit disconcerted when the stock 

market takes a nosedive. A lot is going on behind the 
scenes that the general public doesn’t know. The situation 
is temporary. The market should be back to normal before 
too long.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A love part-
ner may seem distracted. Don’t jump to the 
conclusion that your friend has found someone 
else. The problem is more likely to center on 

obstacles that your partner has encountered in achieving a 
cherished goal. When your friend decides to share this with 
you, you might be able to shed some light on the situation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Equip-
ment could give you trouble today. You’re 
probably good at working with it, but when it 
comes to troubleshooting, you might not know 

as much as you should. Don’t make yourself  crazy wor-
rying about it. Get a friend or colleague to assist you, or 
better yet, call a professional. You’ll feel more confident 
and get a lot more done.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A 
friend’s lack of  communication and perhaps 
even shortness with you could bring up your 
insecurities and have you wondering if  this 

person still cares about you. Don’t worry. Your friend is 
upset, but not about you. He or she may be too caught up 
in difficulties to realize the problem. Hang in there and 
you’ll be in touch again when they’re ready.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A member 
of  your group may have gone away without 
telling anyone where he or she was going. 
This could be worrisome for the rest of  you, 

but don’t fret. Your friend is probably OK, but may just 
need to do some thinking alone. You have to accept that 
you won’t hear from this person today. Have faith and 
don’t worry.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A strange, unex-
pected call or email could puzzle you. You may 
not know the caller, the information might not 
make sense, or it might bring news that doesn’t 

feel right. Whatever you hear may be exaggerated if  not 
false. If  it’s important to you, check out the facts before 
jumping to conclusions and before passing it on to others.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Iason Athanasiadis | Aeon

Technological advances and histori-
cally unprecedented income ine-
qualities have raised living standards 
while enabling a new global elite to 

enjoy lifestyles more lavish in energy con-
sumption and environmental impact than 
those enjoyed by any aristocracy in the past.

Real-life illustrations of  elites show the ex-
cesses afoot. In one instance, a businessman 
oversees his economic activities across several 
Central Asian, Middle Eastern and North 
African countries from a base in Dubai. He 
largely evades tax through an intricate tax-ha-
ven/residence arrangement concocted by his 
wealth advisor, giving him leeway to engage 
in the pleasures of  modernity: frequent jet 
travel, the consumption of  imported goods, 
and the ability to use as his playground a 
country whose extreme climate requires ener-
gy-intensive technology for much of  the year.

In another instance, a civil servant for 
the United Nations lives in the diplomatic 
district of  the capital of  a developing nation. 
Despite her strong commitment to improving 
the world, her work- and play-spaces remove 
her from the society she’s supposedly serving, 
while revolving around a carbon-heavy diet 
of  jet travel and imported goods and experi-
ences.

Both these lifestyles, hatched in the 20th 
century and continued in the 21st, show dis-
regard for ecological costs associated with 
global networks, alongside a culture of  waste-

ful consumption. Yet such behaviours have 
only increased: a third example represents 
the 21st century’s remote workers, freelancers 
and consultants. Employed as web-designers, 
interpreters or editors, they boost mobility by 
leveraging online jobs, cheap airline tickets, 
powerful passports and unregulated sharing 
technologies such as Airbnb and Uber.

This fluidity of  movement allows this 
class, to which I belong as both a freelance 
journalist and a former UN official, to tran-
scend the 20th-century model of  a white-
collar job tied to the country of  residence 
and taxed income, and relocate away from 
expensive London, Geneva or Hong Kong to 
affordable peripheral foreign capitals such as 
Lisbon or Hanoi. But the money saved comes 
at the expense of  massive energy outlays as-
sociated with disposable, socially detached 
living, and the kind of  frequent international 
travel required to tap into the cost benefits 
achieved by inhabiting cheaper nearby coun-
tries. Members of  this class show scant con-
sideration for the huge environmental foot-
print their transnational lifestyles incur, and 
their calculations are driven by financial ra-
tionale and market-driven competition.

So, if  our current tax systems don’t pe-
nalise damage to the planet and can be side-
stepped by the nomadic, hybrid lifestyles 
unlocked by technology, one solution could 
be to shift from disconnected national taxa-
tion systems to a collaborative global regime, 
whereby individuals are charged on the basis 
of  their personal energy footprint. Those eat-
ing and living locally, rarely travelling on air-

planes, and using recycled or multi-purpose 
materials would be taxed less than high-living 
internationals fuelling their lifestyle with im-
ported products and jet travel. Equally, those 
whose job requires frequent travel and a high-
energy footprint would pass the tax bill on to 
their employers, compelling companies to fac-
tor ecological impact into their bottom line.

Imagine being able to access a real-time 
summary of  all your energy choices over your 
smartphone, not unlike a calorie-counting or 
ebanking app but vastly more omniscient. It 
would allow individuals and companies alike 
to follow, in a simplified way, how and why 
they are taxed on a range of  retail consumer 
and travel transactions.

The system, administered by an interna-
tional body, would know – and charge tax 
payers accordingly – for choosing, say, a bot-
tle of  mineral water shipped over from France 
over a locally bottled one. It would also track 
consumption, and reward retrospectively: re-
funds would flow when packaging gets recy-
cled instead of  ending up in landfill.

Once established, this would be a tax 
system of synchronised complexity, simulta-
neously tracking a multitude of  transactions 
across the planet in supermarkets, airports, 
real-estate agencies and gas stations. Con-
struction companies would get taxed on the 
quantity of  materials and their transported 
distance, and penalised for the surplus dis-
carded. Those anxious to acquire the latest 
cellphone would find their passion reflected in 
their tax bill. All legally sold products – from 
electronics to cans of  beer to houses – would 

be fitted with sensors tracking the energy gen-
erated in their creation, transport, consump-
tion and disposal. The value assigned at the 
end of  the process would be split between the 
producing company and the consumer.

Empowered by artificial intelligence, this 
new form of taxation would track off-base 
comportment, too. For example, when esti-
mating the charges incurred by a holidaying 
tax payer, the system would take into account 
the distance travelled, mode of  transport 
(trains generally being more energy-efficient 
than airplanes) and the total amount of  en-
ergy consumed. Choosing to leave the hotel 
air-conditioning on throughout one’s stay, or 
to take a hot-air balloon sightseeing trip rath-
er than a hike, or to consume foreign-grown 
rather than local foods would all contribute 
towards a higher tax bill. Thoughtfulness 
would always be rewarded.

The futuristic-sounding technology sup-
porting this system has existed for some time, 
whether in the form of RFID (radio-frequen-
cy identification) chips, nanobots or intercon-
nected sensors hooked up to the Internet of  
Things and verified by blockchain, a form of  
triple-entry accounting also known as a dis-
tributed ledger. The only innovation would 
be in bringing them together in an integrated, 
global structure.

Undoubtedly, there is something mas-
sively intrusive about a digital panopticon ca-
pable of  tracking our every move and choice 
in a personalised, real-time manner. Concerns 
could be managed through a more limited 
version based on a comprehensive consump-

tion tax that would slowly fold out into the 
fuller system.

But companies and intelligence agencies 
have already deployed this technology for 
years – with our explicit or implicit consent 
– when tracking consumers and criminals. 
Rather than hiding behind platitudes, would 
it not make sense to embrace technology’s 
power, and reach for the mass good by con-
sciously encouraging ourselves to live more 
responsibly, while initiating a public debate 
on how our data is shared and among whom?

An energy footprint-based tax system 
would accelerate our transition to a regen-
erative economy and help us fight climate 
change. The system holds societal advantag-
es, too. Taxing us on the basis of  our energy 
consumption counters the creation of  migra-
tion choke-points, and encourages local inno-
vation by downplaying imports, while reduc-
ing the kind of  inequality between more and 
less economically developed countries that 
was baked into our global system of trade 
and consumption. It would compel the 1 per 
cent to pay its rightful tax share by eliminat-
ing avenues of  evasion such as moving to tax 
havens or renouncing citizenship. Finally, 
the tax would encourage us to demand that 
transnational corporations behave ethically, 
by annulling the partial economies that they 
pass on to us, and which encourage our silent 
consent.

Only a radically new tax system, one that 
affects everyone’s bottom line, can compel 
the environmental transition in consciousness 
that we so clearly need.

Everyone in the World Should Be Taxed on Their Energy Footprint

Amanat Khullar | thewire.in

The Centre for Women’s Development 
Studies’ 2018 calendar revolves 
around two women members of  the 
constituent assembly – Dakshayani 
Velayudhan and Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit.

The contributions and role of  
the women who helped draft 
the constitution of  free India 

was front and centre last week at the 
release of  the Centre for Women’s De-
velopment Studies’ 2018 calendar  – 
‘Women at the Midnight Hour’. The 
calendar revolves around two of  those 
eminent women members of  the con-
stituent assembly – Dakshayani Velay-
udhan and Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit.

At a time when the agency of  
adult women to govern their own lives 
has come under threat, and with the 
country completing 70 years of  inde-
pendence, the CWDS has chosen to 
draw focus to the 15 women in the 
299-member constituent assembly. 
“Yes, there were only 15,” said Mala-
vika Karlekar, under whom the organ-
isation has been producing calendars 
for over a decade.

According to her, the CWDS cal-
endar grew organically out of  an ex-
hibition which was aimed at recording 
the history of  women over a century 
and a half  through photographs. 
These images in the ‘Representing 
Indian Women 1875-1947: A Visual 
Documentary’ exhibition eventually 
became a part the organisation’s cal-
endars.

For the 2018 calendar, the pho-
tographs were contributed by Meera 
Velayudhan – the daughter of  Dak-
shayani – and Manjari Mehta, whose 
grandmother Vijaya Lakshmi was an 
eminent part of  the assembly.

“What’s really of  significance 
about these women is that individu-
ally they had such diverse trajectories. 
And together they contributed to-
wards a very rich history,” said Meera, 
who along with Mehta launched the 
CWDS calendar at the India Interna-
tional Centre Annexe on December 7, 
an event attended by members of  sev-
eral women’s organisations and those 
part of  the academic community.

Meera’s mother was the first Dalit 
woman from Kerala to graduate from 
Madras University. In 1945, she was 
nominated to the Cochin Legislative 
Council that elected her to the con-
stituent assembly. “That’s the most 
important part about the members 
of  the constituent assembly – the rich 
and diverse trajectories that existed,” 
said Meera, whose mother played an 
active role in the assembly and spoke 

for making untouchability illegal.
Dakshayani, who features in the 

first six months of  the CWDS calen-
dar, strongly opposed reservation or 
separate electorates and worked to-
wards a vision of  India free of  caste 
or community barriers. She held that 
the assembly should offer the people a 
“new framework of  life”.

An integral contribution that the 
members made during the debates, ac-
cording to Meera, was laying empha-
sis on concepts of  liberty and non-dis-
crimination, which she says are among 
the key principles of  the constitution.

“These principles are under threat 
today,” added Mehta. “This is a mo-
ment so frightening in the life of  our 
country, the moment when this pow-
erful document is being lost.”

Mehta’s grandmother Vijay Lak-
shmi, who she says was an important 
figure in her life when she was grow-
ing up, was the first Indian woman to 
hold a cabinet post in pre-independent 
India. A decade before independence, 
she moved a resolution demanding a 
constitution, and among other issues, 
she spoke on the ‘Centrality of  New 
Asia in Post-Raj World Order’.

According to Aparna Basu, who 
was present in the Parliament House 
when the transfer of  power took place 
on August 14-15, the 2018 calendar 
draws attention to the fact that the 
courage and enthusiasm displayed by 
members of  the constituent assembly 
and others in the freedom struggle 
helped provide women with a political 
narrative in post-independence India.

Basu, who is the secretary general 
and president of the All India Women’s 
Conference, recalled how she happened 
to be in the assembly hall that day. Her 
father was a member of the constituent 
assembly, and asked Basu – who was a 
teenager at the time – to join him at the 
assembly hall owing to her passion to-
wards politics and current affairs.

“I was thrilled because how many 
such historic moments occur in a life-
time? To be able to witness it would 
be a rare opportunity,” she felt at the 
time. The assembly hall – now Par-
liament House – was “brilliantly-lit 
that day”, she recalled, adding that 
the proceedings began at 11 am with 
the signing of  the ‘Vande Mataram’. 
Following the speeches, most revered 
among which was Jawaharlal Ne-
hru’s, a group of  women sang ‘Saare 
Jahan Se Achcha’ and the first few 
words of  Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘Jana 
Gana Mana’.

Nehru’s iconic ‘Tryst with Des-
tiny’ speech, which he ended in a 
choked voice, brought tears to the eyes 
of  several members that morning, 
Basu recalled. The women members 
of  the constituent assembly – repre-

senting the women of  India – then 
formally presented the national flag to 
the assembly. The cover of  the CWDS 
2018 calendar features 11 of  these 
women.

“As we came out of  the building, 
there were thousands gathered at what 
we now call Vijay Chowk,” she said. 
“Enthusiasm of  the people was unbe-
lievable. Every one of  us felt that we 
were embarking on a journey of  build-
ing a new, independent and vibrant 
India.”

Sharada Nayak, who was also 
present at the Parliament House on 
the historic day 70 years ago, got an 
opportunity to meet several of  these 
women when she was in college at 
Lady Irwin. “They talked to us girls 
and we sort of  imbibed a lot of  their 
activism, idealism and energy that 
they brought to whatever they were 
doing,” she shared.

What was extraordinary about 
those 15 women, according to Ali, 
was that none of  them were a proxy 
for anyone. Not one was a part of  the 
constituent assembly because she was 
somebody’s daughter, wife or widow. 
This is something that is no longer 
true for most female members of  the 
parliament.

“They came from different levels 
of  conservative families, traditional 
families. They were all women who 
knew what the plight of  Indian wom-
en was. They knew the kind of  humili-
ation, violence and discrimination that 
Indian women faced and they came to 
speak about all these things.” They 
spoke of  bonded labour and about the 
problems of  minorities. Many even 
asserted the need for equality of  lan-
guages and propagated states’ rights as 

opposed to a strong Centre.
“The remarkable part is the tre-

mendous hope they had, it’s also this 
hope that also made them very unreal-
istic,” said Ali. Most were against res-
ervation for women in the parliament 
and believed that new India would be 
one with gender equality.

According to Ali, more than being 
unrealistic, they were speaking from a 
strong sense of  belief  and of  hope in 
the future. “They were looking back 
and looking at how far they had come. 
They couldn’t believe we would not be 
going further.”

The vision of  India that they had 
is being lost today, believes Subhashi-
ni Ali, the president of  the All India 
Democratic Women’s Association. 
A large part of  the country, she said, 
does not even accept the tenants of  the 
constitution.

“We’re just divided into people who 
are trying to put each other down on the 
basis of birth. We can never become a 
true democracy like this,” she said.

At a time when women still do not 
have the right to marry of their own 
free will, those pushing for removing 
caste barriers are being laughed at and 
the killing of Muslims in broad daylight 
has somehow become acceptable, the 
constitution is something that we must 
speak of and value now more than ever.

“We should remember these 15 
remarkable, brave women who didn’t 
think they were representing only 
themselves. They always spoke on be-
half  of  other women,” said Ali. “It’s 
also important to remember the de-
bates that went into the making of  the 
constitution. We better start taking it 
seriously now because it’s about to be 
snatched away from us.”

Remembering the Women Who Helped Shape India’s Constitution

Five years after 23-year-old 
Nirbhaya was brutally 
raped and murdered by 
five men on December 16, 

earning Delhi an epithet of  “rape 
capital” of  India, has the national 
capital become any safer for wom-
en? Crime data doesn’t suggest so 
and females who live and work 
in the city and its peripheries also 
don’t feel safer despite resolves by 
the centre and city governments to 
enhance women’s safety.

According to National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) data for 
2016-17, Delhi reported the high-
est crime rate (160.4) compared to 
the national average rate of  55.2. 
The capital reported nearly 40 per 
cent of  rape cases (2,155 cases of  
rape, 669 cases of  stalking and 41 
cases of  voyeurism) durin the pe-
riod.

IANS spoke to few women, 
coming from different professional 
background about how safe they 
feel in the city.

Sumitra Girotra, a Haryana 
girl who works in Noida but lives 
in a hostel in Delhi, feels “palpably 
unsafe even in the so-called posh 
areas of  the city”.

“It may be strange to read 
about women getting molested in 
the broad daylight but it is certainly 
not strange to be verbally molested 
or to get rape threats while walk-
ing down the roads in Delhi. I have 
been a victim many times,” Giro-
tra said, recalling an incident when 
she asked a drunk man to stop star-
ing at her near Mandi House, a few 
steps away from her hostel.

It was 8.30 p.m.
“He was peeing and staring at 

me. When I objected, he turned 
towards me with his zip down 
and started abusing me with rape 
threats. I gave it back to him and 
tried fighting back. Dragged him to 
the hostel and called the guard for 
help. He refused saying it is dan-
gerous to fight them. I called up 
police and by the time they came, 
the guy had disappeared.

“Police instead of  looking for 
the guy asked me to register a case, 
give my name and other creden-
tials. I mean it gets more frustating 
and worse after you suffer.

“The mindset is certainly uni-
versal but the situation here in Del-
hi is just too bad. I have travelled 
to other parts of  the country...but 
never felt so unsafe.”

Utkarsha Dixit, a 24-year-old 

Gurgaon based designer, said it 
was “indeed scary” for a woman to 
remain outside home after 9 p.m., 
even if  it is a public space.

“You never know which men 
standing next to you and looking 
at you can be a potential molester. 
And taking an auto or travelling in 
a cab is now even more of  a night-
mare. I personally never feel safe 
without my pepper spray, at least 
it’s an immediate option to protect 
myself. I cannot depend on police 
as most of  the time their helpline 
number doesn’t work,” Dixit said.

Sukanya Ghosh, 28, an art de-
signer at an advertising firm, ech-
oed. She noted that strange fear of  
travelling alone is palpable even 
during the day time.

“I cannot even imagine of  go-
ing out at night with only girls. I al-
ways prefer male friends to accom-
pany me, just for the sake of  safety.

“Even travelling in the general 
coaches in metro has often turned 
into a nightmare with terrifying 
incidents of  being physically mo-
lested, that too in public space. 

“So, I really don’t know where 
I can claim myself  to be in the safe 
zone,” Ghosh noted.

Neha Nar, a medical practi-
tioner from Mumbai who came to 
Delhi three years ago, said ironi-
cally it is a woman and her attire 
that is often blamed for her ordeal 
and that makes it worse.

“Questions have always been 
raised on dress code for a woman. 
I have been a victim of  molesta-
tion even after wearing so-called 
“decent” dress. A molester will 
anyway harass a woman no mat-
ter what she wears. But yes, now I 
have become conscious of  what to 
wear,” she said.

Tiasha Dutta Gupta, a PR pro-
fessional who shifted to the nation-
al capital five years ago, shared her 
experience of  living in Delhi.

“After Nirbhaya incident, we 
had regained our faith that things 
will change. But little has hap-
pened. Police still have a laid back 
attitude, women are not comfort-
able to lodge a complaint, I still 
feel shivers down my spine when at 
late nights a car passes by or comes 
close to me when I am standing 
alone. 

“I still panic when the cabbie 
takes the lonely dark road. And, I 
can assure it’s not just me, but any 
other girl in the city would reso-
nate,” she said.

(Somrita Ghosh can be contacted 
at Somrita.g@ians.in)

Five Years After Nirbhaya, is 
Delhi Any Safer For Women?

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit with Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. A cropped version of this iconic 
photograph showing only the two leaders became very popular shortly after independence.

 Courtesy: Manjari Mehta/CWDS
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NEWS IN BRIEF
E i g h t  M a o i s t s  k i l l e d  i n 
Telanagana gunfight
Bhadradri (Telangana)/ Dec. 14 (IANS): Eight 
Maoists were killed in a gunfight between the rebels and 
security forces in Telanagana’s Bhadradri Kothagudem 
district, adjoining Chhattisgarh, on Thursday morning, 
a senior police officer said.No security personnel was 
injured, said Telangana Director General of  Police 
Mahendar Reddy. The gunfight broke out when a 
security force team, on a routine patrol, were attacked 
near the Nellamadgu jungles by Maoists waiting to 
ambush them, and immediately retaliated, he said. 
“After a long exchange of  fire, the Maoists fled back 
into the jungles. After that, security forces searching 
the spot found eight bodies of  the rebels as well as a 
large haul of  arms and ammunition as well as articles 
of  common use. Searches are on,” he said.  He said 
that on Wednesday, the Central government’s Internal 
Security Adviser had visited the Maoist-affected 
Konta area in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma, which adjoins 
Telangana, and the Maoist ambush was seen in light 
of  this.

Helping accident victims proves 
fatal for seven in MP
Betul (MP), Dec. 14 (PTI): Seven persons were killed 
when a speeding dumper ran over them while they 
were helping victims of  an accident involving two 
motorcycles near here, a police official said today.
The incident took place on Multai Road late last 
night when a group of  persons was helping victims of  
an accident involving two motorbikes. Two persons 
were injured in the accident, he said. Suddenly, a 
speeding dumper ran over them in darkness, leaving 
seven persons dead on the spot, Bordehi police station 
in-charge R K Suryawanshi told reporters here. Their 
bodies were sent to the Multai Civil Hospital for 
autopsy, he said, adding efforts were on to trace the 
truck. The injured motorcyclists were taken to Nagpur, 
about 100 km from here, for treatment by their family 
members, said Suryawanshi.

Army jawan shoots himself dead in J&K
Jammu, Dec. 14 (PTI): An Army jawan today shot 
himself  dead with his service rifle while on duty in 
the RS Pura border belt of  Jammu district, police said.
Lance Naik Parvesh Kumar Mishra (34) of  the 118 
Medium Regiment shot himself  dead with his INSAS 
rifle around 0645 hours. He was on duty near Chhalla 
village in the RS Pura police station area, a police 
official told PTI. Two bullets pierced his head and 
the helmet he was wearing, the official said. Mishra, 
who was living with his family in the Kunjwani 
Army quarters, hailed from Odisha, he added. It was 
immediately not clear as to why he ended his life. 
Senior police officers, including Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO) Surinder Choudhary, rushed to the 
spot and an investigation is underway.

Delhi teen found dead on rail track
New Delhi, Dec. 14 (IANS): A Delhi teenager has 
been found murdered on a railway track in Gurugram, 
police said on Thursday. Diwakar, a Class 12 student, 
was a resident of  R.K. Puram in south Delhi. He had 
been missing since Tuesday when he left for school 
but never came back, said Tarun, a family member. 
“When we contacted the school, a teacher said he did 
not come to school. After talking to his friends, we 
filed a missing complaint,” he said. On Wednesday 
night, the family was informed by the Haryana Police 
about a body found on Gurugram Sector 9 railway 
track. “When they reached the spot, they identified it 
as Diwakar’s. The family members say he was brutally 
murdered,” an officer said. “Diwakar’s mouth was 
filled with a handkerchief  and his shoelaces were tied 
to the track. We are suspecting foul play,” he added. 
Tarun said Diwakar was a brilliant student and had no 
personal animosity with anyone.

Gang of cheats busted; 4 held in Noida 
Noida, Dec. 14 (PTI): With the arrest of  four people, 
the police here today claimed to have busted a gang 
of  cheats. The police said the accused allegedly used 
to dupe people on the pretext of  giving them cheap 
holiday packages. The Cyber Cell team last night 
raided the premises at Sector 65, they said. The 
police said the accused have been identified as Imran, 
Pankaj Shah, Deep Kishore and Ankit Chauhan. 
Superintendent of  Police (City) Arun Kumar Singh 
said a Mumbai resident had complained to the Noida 
Cyber Cell that some people had allegedly duped him 
and later switched off  their mobile phones. During 
interrogation, the accused revealed that they had 
opened a call centre where they used to contact people 
living far away from Noida so that the victims refrained 
from lodging an FIR. 

One killed in TN temple roof collapse
Chennai, Dec. 14 (IANS): A woman was killed and 
two men were injured when a portion of  the roof  fell 
on Thursday at the Arulmigu Subramaniya Swamy 
temple in Thiruchendur in Tamil Nadu, police said. 
The roof  suddenly caved in, killing Peechiammal 
and injuring Kandaswamy and Senthil Arumugham. 
All were devotees. Thiruchendur is around 640 km 
from here in Tuticorin district. Chief  Minister K. 
Palaniswami announced a solatium of  Rs 500,000 
to the woman’s family and Rs 100,000 each to the 
injured. It would be paid out of  temple funds.

Gang of  fraudsters busted in 
Kashmir, 2 held 
Srinagar, Dec. 14 (PTI): The police today arrested 
two members of  a gang that allegedly cheated over 
30 business establishments in Kashmir in the last 
six months. Tahir Amin and Waheed Ahmad Bhat, 
residents of  Batamaloo here, were arrested from the 
city. Tahir’s wife, who was also a part of  the gang, 
is at large, a police spokesman said today. The duo 
was involved in over a dozen cases of  cheating, 
he said. “The gang used social media applications 
and websites such as OLX.com to cheat people by 
buying used electronic appliances such as cell phones, 
ovens and LED TVs against fake bank cheques,” the 
spokesman said. The police started investigations after 
a businessman from Sonwar here lodged a complaint. 

Man with 5 country-made guns 
held in Shamli 
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 14 (PTI): Police today claimed 
to have busted a gang dealing in illegal arms with the 
arrest of a man and seized five country-made guns from 
him in the neighbouring Shamli district. The man was 
arrested from Khodsama village under the Jhinjhana 
police station area yesterday, SP Ajaypal Sharma 
said. The police arrested the man, later identified as 
Naseebulla, and seized five pistols from him, Sharma 
said. During questioning, the man confessed the guns 
were to be handed over to his contacts.

PM commissions submarine 
Kalvari; says will boost Navy’s might

Gujarat battle ends amid 
Congress-BJP war of words

Indo-Maldives joint military 
exercise in Karna from today 

Coalscam: Sentencing of ex-J’khand CM Koda, others on Dec 16 

Looking into Congress 
complaint against PM—EC

SC to pronounce order on mandatory 
linking of Aadhaar tomorrow 

UN warns of severe health risks from 
electronic/electrical waste in India

Mumbai, Dec. 14 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today commissioned 
the first Scorpene class sub-
marine Kalvari into the In-
dian Navy, saying it was 
an excellent example of  
the government’s ‘Make in 
India’ initiative and a “big 
step” in the country’s de-
fence preparedness.

Modi boarded the sub-
marine and unveiled its 
plaque, after meeting veter-
ans of the first Kalvari who 
were present at the commis-
sioning ceremony.

He said the last three 
years (of BJP rule) have seen 
a “beginning of change” in 
defence and security-linked 
ecosystem.

“Countries now want to 
be with India on the road of  
peace and stability. A strong 
India has an important role 
for entire humanity, he said 
at the commissioning cer-
emony of the submarine at 
the Naval dockyard here.

“Kalvari is an excellent 
example of  our ‘Make in 
India’ programme,” he said.

Navy chief  Admiral 
Sunil Lanba, National Se-
curity Adviser Ajit Doval 
and French Ambassador 
to India Alexandre Ziegler 
were among those present 
at the ceremony.

Modi thanked France for 
this ‘strategic joint project’ 
and described the commis-
sioning of the submarine as 
a “matter of pride” for 125 
crore Indians.

“It is a matter of  pride 
for me to commission this 
submarine. Kalvari’s induc-
tion in the Navy is a big step 
in defence preparedness,” 
Modi said.

United Nations, Dec. 14 
(IANS): The UN has warned 
about the health and environ-
mental dangers from the process-
ing of  e-waste -- the discarded 
electronic and electrical material 
-- by the informal sector in India 
without proper safeguards

“Severe health impacts and 
environmental damage are wide-
spread in India, due to the final 
step of  the e-waste processing 
by the informal sector,” a report 
by the International Telecom-
munications Union and the UN 
University released on Wednes-
day said.

Over 1 million poor people 
in India are involved in manual 
recycling operations, but “most 
of these people have very low lit-
eracy levels with little awareness 
of the dangers of the operations,” 
it added. The dangers come from 
“improper and unsafe treatment 

and disposal through open burn-
ing or in dumpsites,” the report 
said. The report, Global E-waste 
Monitor 2017, said that domesti-
cally India produced 1.95 million 
tonnes of e-waste last year -- or 
about 1.5 kg per person -- and it 
also imports it from developed 
countries.

E-waste includes a whole 
variety of small and large appli-
ances, and electronic equipment 
including cell phones, TVs, refrig-
erators, air conditioners, comput-
ers and lamps, small appliance 
and large appliances, lamps.

Last year, the world produced 
44.7 million tonnes of e-waste or 
6.1 kg per person, which is four 
times more than the e-waste pro-
duced by each Indian. Only 8.9 
million tonnes -- or 20 per cent 
-- per cent of total global e-waste 
was recycled, it noted.

The report estimated that 

the value of  recoverable pre-
cious materials like gold, silver, 
copper, platinum and palladium 
contained in last year’s e-waste 
was $55 billion and much of it 
was going to waste.

A formal e-waste recycling 
sector is now being developed 
in major Indian cities and under 
the country’s rules producers 
have extended responsibility 
for the handling the waste that 
ultimately results from their prod-
ucts, the report said. The main 
features of the regulations are a 
refundable deposit scheme that 
incentivises recycling and parallel 
to that is the creation of Producer 
Responsibility Organisations to 
handle the waste, it said.

Looking ahead, the report 
said that the problem could be-
come more acute with cheaper 
cell phones and other equipment 
becoming available. 

Kalvari is named after 
the dreaded tiger shark, a 
deadly deep sea predator of  
the Indian Ocean.

“The power of Kalvari, 
that of  a tiger shark, will 
strengthen our Navy,” the 
prime minister said.

He said India has always 
been the first responder in 
times of  crisis for neigh-
bours, be it floods, water 
shortage or cyclones, in Sri 
Lanka, Maldives or Bang-
ladesh. During the Nepal 
earthquake, Indian Navy 
and Air Force rendered ma-
jor assistance, he noted.

The prime minister said 
India has made its contribu-
tion in tackling challenges 
like piracy, drug smuggling 
or illegal fishing.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s ‘mantra’ of  “sabka 
saath sabka vikas”, he said 
India treats the entire world 
as its family and discharges 
its global responsibilities.

Noting that the Indian 
Ocean has helped India in its 
relations with other nations, 
he said it is now giving the 
country more strength.

“Hind Mahasagar has 

an important place in this 
government, in our schemes 
and policy-making,” Modi 
said.

“I call it (Indian Ocean) 
with a special name - S. A.

G. A. R. meaning the 
‘security and growth for all 
in the region,” he said.

It is said that the 21st 
century is Asia century and 
it is also certain that the 
path of development of 21st 
century will go through the 
Hind Mahasagar, he point-
ed out. “That is the reason 
the Hind Mahasagar has a 
special place in our govern-
ment’s policies and this ap-
proach is seen in our vision,” 
Modi said.

He said the government 
is fully alert to the coun-
try’s global strategic and 
economic interests in the 
Indian Ocean region. That is 
why the modern and multi-
dimensional Indian Navy is 
at the forefront of securing 
peace and security in the 
region, Modi stressed.

“India is serious about 
tackling challenges which 
confront not only us but 
various countries in the 

Gandhinagar, Dec .14 
(IANS): The second and 
final phase of  the bitterly 
fought Gujarat Assembly 
polls ended on Thursday 
evening amid a war of  
words between the rul-
ing BJP and an aggressive 
Congress.

Balloting closed at 5 
p.m. with an estimated 60 
per cent of  the 2.22 crore 
electorate exercising their 
franchise in 93 constitu-
encies across 14 districts 
of  northern and central 
Gujarat.

Nearly 50 per cent poll-
ing was seen by 3 p.m., 
the Election Commission 
said. One official said the 
overall polling could even 
cross 70 per cent. Thurs-
day’s fight for Gujarat, 
ruled by the BJP for 22 
long years, ended more 
or less peacefully. Voters, 
however, complained about 
malfunctioning Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVMs) 
at some places. 

The sluggish voter turn-
out in the first few hours 
due to the winter chill gave 
way to visible enthusiasm 
as the day progressed. Long 
queues of  men and women 
were seen outside polling 
booths almost everywhere.

But with the stakes high 
in Gujarat, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 
Congress were locked in a 
war of  words after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
voted in Ahmedabad and 
then went around the area, 
flashing his finger with the 
voter mark.

A furious Congress 
complained to the Election 
Commission that Modi 
held a roadshow in Ranip 
area.

Afer casting his vote, 

Modi stood on the steps of  
his vehicle and waved to 
the cheering crowds. His 
97-year-old mother Hiraba, 
who lives in Gandhinagar 
with Modi’s younger broth-
er Pankaj Modi, also voted 
in Gandhinagar North. 

The Congress accused 
the Election Commission 
of  ignoring the BJP’s and 
Modi’s violations of  the 
model code of  conduct. 
Congress activists staged a 
demonstration outside the 
office of  the poll panel in 
New Delhi. 

BJP veteran L.K. Ad-
vani, the Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Gandhinagar, cast 
his vote at a booth in Hindi 
Vidyalaya in Shahpur area 
of  the old city. Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley voted 
at a booth in Chimanbhai 
Institute at Vejalpur area.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Nitin Patel too voted on 
Thursday. Patidar leader 
Hardik Patel, who has vir-
tually thrown his lot with 
the Congress, exercised his 
franchise in Viramgam.

A skirmish took place 
between two groups in 
Hasanpur village in Visna-
gar at Mehsana. The police 
used batons to disperse the 
mob. Ten persons have 
hospitalised. 

The districts were elec-
tions were held on Thurs-
day included Banaskan-
tha, Patan, Sabarkantha, 
Mehsana, Gandhinagar, 
Ahmedabad, Aravall i , 
Mahisagar, Panchmahal, 
Dahod, Kheda, Anand, 
Vadodara and Chhota 
Udepur.

A total of  25,575 poll-
ing booths were set up in 
14,523 places.  The votes 
will be counted on Mon-
day.

Bengaluru, Dec. 14 (PTI): The two-week long eighth 
edition of  the Indo-Maldives joint military exercise, 
‘Ekuverin’, will be conducted from tomorrow at Bela-
gavi, about 505 km from here.

The bilateral annual exercise is a 14-day joint military 
training between the Indian Army and the Maldives 
National Defence Force (MNDF), which is held alter-
natively in India and Maldives since 2009.

‘Ekuverin’ means ‘friends’ in the Maldivian language.
The seventh edition of  the exercise was held at Kadh-

dhoo, Lammu Atoll, Maldives in December, 2016.
The focus of  the exercise is to acquaint both armies 

with each other’s operating procedures in the backdrop 
of  a counter-insurgency or counter-terrorist operations in 
an urban or semi-urban environment under the United 
Nations (UN) Charter, with an overall aim to enhance 

interoperability between the two armies, an official 
release said.

It said the exercise will see the contingents hone their 
tactical and technical skills, and also provide an oppor-
tunity for the two armies to activate the Joint Operations 
Centre at Belagavi.

The MNDF will be represented by a team comprising 
two officers and 43 other ranks, while the Indian Army 
by three officers, as many junior commissioned officers 
and 39 other ranks belonging to a Gorkha Rifles Battal-
ion (Sirmoor Rifles).

The opening ceremony of  the exercise, scheduled for 
tomorrow, will witness a fly past by the Army Aviation 
team along with a march past by the contingent from 
both the countries in the presence of  the pipe and drums 
band of  the Gorkha Regiment.

New Delhi, Dec. 14 (PTI): The CBI 
today sought from a Delhi court the 
maximum seven-year jail term for 
former Jharkhand chief minister Mad-
hu Koda, ex-coal secretary H C Gupta 
and others who have been convicted 
in a coal scam case, terming them as 
“criminals holding office”.

Special Judge Bharat Parashar will 
pronounce on December 16 its order 
on quantum of  punishment for the 
convicts, who have sought leniency 
from the court.

Besides Koda and Gupta, ex-
Jharkhand chief  secretary A K Basu 
and Koda’s close aide Vijay Joshi, 
along with the company Vini Iron 
and Steel Udyog Ltd (VISUL) were 
yesterday held guilty of  corruption 
and criminal conspiracy in the alloca-
tion of  of  Rajhara North coal block 
in Jharkhand to Kolkata-based private 
company VISUL.

The CBI said that considering their 
official position and conduct, there was 
no sufficient ground for leniency.

The agency said Koda was accused 
in some other coal scam cases, while 
Gupta was convicted in another coal 
scam case and that there were more 
than ten cases pending against the 
former bureaucrat.

46-year-old Koda sought leniency 
from the court claiming that he was 
suffering from various aliments and had 
a family to look after.

He also said this was his first con-
viction in a criminal case and his con-
duct has remained above board during 
the trial as he had regularly appeared 
before the court.

Gupta, 70, told the court that 
he was the sole bread earner whose 
only source of  income was his pen-
sion received after retirement from an 
“unblemished career” and urged for 
minimum punishment and a fine of not 
more than Rs 50,000.

69-year-old Basu claimed that he 
has been operated for heart ailments 
twice and has also to take care of his 
ailing wife.

Maintaining that he had regularly 
appeared before the court during the 
trial, Basu claimed he had a 45-year 
long “unblemished service record” and 
no allegation has been made against 
him in the entire matter that he had 
obtained any financial gain.

Joshi, 54, also sought leniency 
from the court saying he was suffering 
from various ailments and had to look 
after a family consisting of  an aged 
mother and ailing wife. He said he 
was a shareholder of the company for 
which the consideration amount is yet 
to be paid.

The CBI had alleged that the firm 
had applied for allocation of Rajhara 
North coal block on January 8, 2007.

It said although the Jharkhand 
government and Steel Ministry did 
not recommend VISUL’s case for coal 
block allocation, the 36th Screening 
Committee recommended the block to 
the accused firm.

All the accused have refuted the al-
legations levelled against them.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS): 
The Election Commission 
on Thursday said it is look-
ing into the Congress’ com-
plaint of  violation of  the 
Model Code of Conduct by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Ahmedabad, and 
also clarified that it has not 
filed an FIR against Con-
gress President-elect Rahul 
Gandhi.

The Congress has ac-
cused the Prime Minister of  
breaking the Model Code of  
Conduct (MCC) by taking 
out a ‘road show’ after cast-
ing his vote on Thursday.

“We have received this 
complaint in the afternoon, 
this is being examined and 
we will let you know,” Dep-
uty Election Commissioner 
Umesh Sinha said in re-
sponse to a question.

After coming out of  
the polling booth at Ranip, 
in Ahmedabad, the Prime 
Minister stood on the steps 
of  the vehicle in which he 
was travelling and waved to 
the crowd on the road and 
showed his inked finger. He 
continued to do so for 10 to 
15 minutes. 

Sinha also clarified that 
the poll panel did not register 
any FIR against Rahul Gan-
dhi for his TV interviews, 
and has only sent him a 
notice, seeking his response 
in five days. 

“I would like to inform 
that yesterday morning a 
complaint had come about 
the interview being shown 

repeatedly on some chan-
nels. Due diligence was 
done. First of  all no FIR 
has been filed against Rahul 
Gandhi,” Sinha said.

He said other complaints 
made by the Congress are 
also being examined.

He said the poll panel 
gave representatives of  the 
Congress party time for a 
meeting, and heard the al-
legations that they had to 
make.

“Till about midnight, 
the Commission deliber-
ated and even in the thick of  
elections, we immediately 
sought a report from the 
Chief  Electoral Officer,” 
he said.

Sinha said the Chief  
Electoral Officer of  Gu-
jarat sent a report by around 
mid-day on Thursday on 
“all points and allegations 
made by the delegation of  
Congress”. 

“Based on that the mat-
ter is under examination. 
Commission will soon brief  
on that,” he said.

“Commission has to 
put in due diligence before 
taking a decision. The re-
port had been received at 
mid-day, the entire Elec-
tion Commission has been 
busy. 

The Commission is still 
doing deliberation on the re-
port received from the Chief  
Electoral Officer. We will let 
you know as the Commis-
sion takes a decision on it,” 
he said.

New Delhi, Dec. 14 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today reserved its in-
terim order for tomorrow on a batch 
of pleas seeking a stay on the govern-
ment’s decision of mandatory linking 
of  Aadhaar with various welfare 
schemes, as the Centre extended the 
deadline up to March 31 next year.

A five-judge Constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
said the final hearing on the petitions 
challenging the Aadhaar scheme 
itself would commence from January 
17 next year.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  K  K 
Venugopal, representing the Centre, 
said the government was willing to 
extend the deadline up to March 31 
next year for mandatory linking of  
the national biometric identifier to 
avail the benefit of  various services 
and welfare measures.

Venugopal, however, told the 
bench, also comprising Justices 
A K Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y 
Chandrachud and Ashok Bhushan, 
that the Aadhaar should be allowed 

to remain mandatory for opening of  
new bank accounts.

The government had yesterday 
issued a notification to extend till 
March 31 the deadline for mandatory 
quoting of Aadhaar and Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) for bank 
accounts and certain financial trans-
actions. However, there is no word 
on extending the February 6, 2018 
deadline for linking mobile SIM cards 
with Aadhaar.

On the issue of linking of Aad-
haar card with mobile services, 
the Attorney General said that the 
deadline of  February 6 next year 
was fixed in pursuance of  an apex 
court direction and the constitution 
bench may consider extending this 
deadline also.

On November 27, the apex court 
had said it may consider setting up a 
constitution bench to hear the pleas 
challenging the Centre’s move to 
make Aadhaar card mandatory for 
availing various services and benefits 
of welfare schemes.

Hind Mahasagar region,” 
he added.

Modi also spoke about 
the increasing maritime part-
nership between India and 
other countries.

“Almost 12 lakh man-
days have gone into the pro-
duction of Kalvari and the 
technical skill set which we 
have acquired is an asset for 
us,” Modi said.

On the issue of  ‘One 
Rank One Pension, he said, 
“It was because of our com-
mitment that the one rank 
one pension demand, which 
was pending since decades, 
is now a reality.” 

Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said sub-
marine building is a sophis-
ticated and exacting craft 
which very few countries 
possess in their industrial 
capacity. “India has proven 
its capability to build sub-
marines for the past 25 years. 
These are highly significant 
steps in the direction of  
‘Make in India’ and ‘Skill 
India’. Making submarines 
benefits industry not only by 
itself through orders but also 
through stringent quality 
control,” she said.

Maharashtra Governor 
Ch Vidyasagar Rao, Chief  
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, Vice Admiral Girish 
Luthra, Flag Officer Com-
manding of  the Western 
Naval Command, and top 
defence officials also attend-
ed the event.

The first Kalvari, com-
missioned on December 8, 
1967, was also the first sub-
marine of the Indian Navy. 
It was decommissioned on 
May 31, 1996 after nearly 
three decades of service.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the commissioning of Scorpene 
class submarine INS Kalvari at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai on 
Thursday.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Chinese woman with cerebral 
palsy pens 130,000-word novel
Chengdu (China), Dec. 14 (IANS):  A 34-year-old 
woman with cerebral palsy in Chengdu, southwest 
Chinas Sichuan Province, has penned a 130,000-word 
novel with a single finger. Chen Yuan could only use the 
index finger of her left hand to type on the keyboard, 
China Disabled Persons’ Federation reported. She 
followed this rather exhaustive method to finish her full-
length novel “Grandma on the Clouds”. The novel took 
three years for its completion.  Yuan’s grandmother 
taught her how to read and basic arithmetic and tried to 
help her get educational opportunities. However, Chen 
dropped out of middle school, as she could not keep 
up with others. Soon after, her grandma passed away 
from pancreatic cancer. The double blow worsened 
her condition. She is now a member of  the Writers 
Association of  Sichuan Province. And her novel, 
published in 2014 and made into a microfilm, won 
many awards and encouraged many others.

113 rescued in Mediterranean Sea
Madrid, Dec. 14 (IANS):  A group of  113 sub-
Saharan migrants were rescued from three small 
boats adrift in the Alboran Sea at the western end of  
the Mediterranean on Thursday while one person 
died, a Spanish official said. The rescuers launched 
an operation at around 4 a.m. to locate at least five 
boats that had set sail from Morocco after receiving a 
call from a volunteer, the official told Efe news. The 
total number of people rescued from three boats is 114 
including 16 women. One of the boats was half-sunk 
and some of its passengers were found in the water, the 
Maritime Safety Agency said. The Moroccan Navy 
also rescued those on board two other boats in the area. 

Myanmar to enforce new law for 
foreign investment
Nay Pyi Taw, Dec. 14 (IANS): Myanmar authorities 
will enforce a new Companies Law next year to attract 
more foreign investment. The new Myanmar Companies 
Act, approved by Parliament this month, was enacted to 
replace the Companies Act of 1914, Xinhua news agency 
reported on Thursday. According to the Directorate of  
Investment and Company Administration (DICA), the 
new law will facilitate rapid registration for companies 
using the online registration system. In accordance with 
the new law, foreign investors will be allowed to take up 
to 35 per cent in a local company. Previously, a company 
with even 1 per cent of its shares owned by a foreign 
investor was classified as a foreign company, instead of  
a local company. According to statistics, foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in Myanmar totalled to over $4.3 
billion in the first half of the fiscal 2017-18, increasing by 
$3 billion, compared to the same period of the last fiscal.

Pakistani warship visits Philippines
Islamabad, Dec. 14 (IANS):  A Pakistani warship 
arrived in the Philippines on Thursday for a four-day 
goodwill visit. The Sword-class missile guided frigate, 
PNS Saif, is anchored off  Manila Bay, Philippine Navy 
spokesman Captain Lued Lincuna said. President 
Rodrigo Duterte will board the visiting warship for 
“an exclusive tour” later in the day. The warship is 
designed for air defence, interdiction and exclusive 
economic zone patrol, Lincuna said. He said the first of  
a kind visit “aims to revive and strengthen the Pakistan-
Philippines relations”. 

Putin to seek re-election as an independent

China, S Korea leaders to discuss N. Korea nukes

World Bank role in drafting 
Pakistan bill stuns MPs

Republicans strikes deal on Trump tax cuts 

Rebels defeat May in Brexit vote on key EU withdrawal law

Lanka becomes 163rd nation to 
accede to landmine ban treaty

AP/PTI
Vladimir Putin (File photo)

Moscow, Dec. 14 (IANS):  
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin announced on Thurs-
day that he would run for re-
election as an independent 
candidate, banking on the 
support of numerous politi-
cal parties and the popular 
vote while casting doubt on 
the competence of  his op-
position.

Putin was giving his 
annual press conference at 
the WTC Congress Cen-
tre in Moscow -- his first 
major public appearance 
since announcing he would 
seek a new six-year term 
in the March 2018 elec-
tions, Sputnik news agency 
reported.

“I’m going to be self-
nominated, but of course I 
do hope for the support of  
the social forces, be that par-
ties or social organisations 
that share my views on the 
development of the country 
and I do hope for the broad 
support of  our citizens,” 
Putin said. 

The President has long 

been associated with the 
United Russia political par-
ty, whose big-tent nation-
alism lays claim to three-
quarters of  the seats in the 
State Duma.

At the helm of  the 
Kremlin for the last 17 years, 
Putin acknowledged that 
there were problems to be 
addressed in Russian soci-
ety but began his conference 
praising a list of government 
achievements, ranging from 
higher average life expect-
ancy to strong armed forces 
and sweeping tax reductions, 
Efe news reported. 

He also cast doubt on 
the credibility of  his politi-
cal opposition. “I think the 
most important question 
for the opposition is how 
to come up not just with a 
noisy agenda but a realistic 
agenda, something to gain 
the trust of the people,” Pu-
tin said. 

Russian lawyer and anti-
corruption activist Alexei 
Navalny has emerged as one 
of  Putin’s most prominent 

challengers, although his 
ability to run in the presiden-
tial elections is uncertain due 
to criminal convictions.

Putin was appointed as 
acting Prime Minister in 
1999 as Boris Yeltsin stood 
down. He later became Pres-
ident in 2000 and has since 
alternated between the roles 

until the current day. 
He also accused oppo-

nents of his US counterpart 
Donald Trump of harming 
Washington by “inventing 
stories” about contacts with 
Moscow.

The Trump presidential 
campaign is being investigat-
ed for collusion with Russia 

and US intelligence agencies 
have concluded that Russia 
tried to sway the 2016 elec-
tion in favour of Trump, but 
Putin denies the allegations.

“It’s all invented by those 
in opposition to Trump to 
make his work seem illegiti-
mate,” Putin said.

T a l k i n g  a b o u t 
Pyongyang, Putin said that 
“the US had already used 
nukes unreasonably in Ja-
pan, no need for that in 
North Korea”. He stressed 
that the consequences of a 
strike on Pyongyang would 
be catastrophic.

The Russian President is 
known for his marathon per-
formances at his press con-
ferences where he frequently 
uses hard-hitting, colourful 
language. The record for a 
Putin news conference was 
set in 2008, at four hours 40 
minutes.

This year’s conference, 
which is still going on, has 
also set a record, with 1,640 
journalists said to be accred-
ited for the event.

Beijing, Dec. 14 (PTI/AFP):  South 
Korean President Moon Jae-In will 
meet with his Chinese counterpart Xi 
Jinping in Beijing today amid mixed 
US signals about potential talks to re-
solve the North Korean nuclear crisis.

Relations between Beijing and 
Seoul have encountered their own 
rough patch over the US military’s 
deployment of a powerful anti-missile 
defence system in the South to counter 
the North’s threats.

Moon hopes to “normalise” ties 
during the visit, his office has said, 
after Beijing imposed economic meas-
ures against South Korean companies, 
a move seen as retaliation to the instal-
lation of the THAAD (Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense) system.

China sees the deployment as a 
threat to its own security.

Moving past the disagreement 
has become increasingly important 
amid growing concern that bellicose 
rhetoric between Washington and 
Pyongyang could spark war on the 
Korean peninsula.

“The highlights to watch of  the 
visit would be whether the two sides 
(Seoul and Beijing) can start a dia-

logue and cooperation mechanism 
on the DPRK (North Korea) nuclear 
issue,” said Zhu Feng, international 
studies professor at Peking University.

China has long refused to counte-
nance the possibility that the North’s 
Communist regime could collapse.

But a series of nuclear and missile 
tests combined with pressure from US 
President Donald Trump has pushed 
Beijing to reconsider its position and 
prioritise improving relations with 
Seoul.

“It is a very uncertain period,” 
Zhu said. “The two sides need high-
level dialogues and dialogues between 
militaries.

These dialogues cannot really start 
without the normalisation of the bilat-
eral relations.” 

Moon’s visit comes after US Sec-
retary of  State Rex Tillerson said 
Washington was ready to talk to 
North Korea “without preconditions”, 
though it remains determined to force 
Pyongyang to give up its nuclear 
arsenal.

China and Russia responded posi-
tively to Tillerson’s remarks, even 
after the White House appeared to 

put his proposal in question by saying 
Trump’s “views on North Korea have 
not changed.” 

Beijing has pressed for talks to 
peacefully resolve the crisis, but there 
are signals that it has begun to prepare 
for the possibility of  the North’s col-
lapse.

Tillerson said Tuesday that US 
and Chinese officials have discussed 
scenarios in case the North Korean 
regime falls, including steps to deal 
with refugees crossing the border, and 
how to secure Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons.

Washington’s top diplomat said 
these discussions involved him, the US 
defence secretary and military chief, 
and senior Chinese officials.

Such discussions were unthinkable 
just a few months ago.

But China’s priority has been to 
convince the United States and North 
Korea to hold talks.

Beijing has also urged the US, Ja-
pan and South Korea to suspend joint 
military drills in the region in return 
for North Korea to halt its nuclear ac-
tivities -- an idea consistently rejected 
by Washington and Seoul.

I s l a m a b a d ,  D e c.  1 4 
(IANS):  A Pakistani min-
ister’s admission that the 
World Bank was involved in 
drafting a law on the coun-
trys natural resources has 
taken Senators by surprise.

The statement by Min-
ister of State for Petroleum 
Jam Kamal Khan prompted 
Senate Chairman Mian 
Raza Rabbani to seek a writ-
ten response from the Pe-
troleum Ministry about the 
extent to which the World 
Bank was involved, Dawn 
reported on Thursday.

Minis ter Khan, while 
wrapping up a Senate de-
bate, acknowledged that 
the draft of  the Pakistan 
Petroleum Explo ration and 
Production Regu la tory 
Authority Bill had been 
prepared by a World Bank 
consultant. 

Khan, however, said 
the draft would be final-
ized only after consultations 

with provinces. 
Senator Farhatullah Ba-

bar had said earlier that “a 
mysterious move was afoot 
to deprive the provinces of  
their rights to develop the 
petroleum sector by allow-
ing the Petroleum Ministry 
to grant concessions” in the 
sector.

He said the govern-
ment had neither awarded 
concessions to exploration 
companies nor allowed the 
provinces to award conces-
sions in the five years since 
the Petroleum Policy of  
2012 was in operation. He 
wanted to know why.

“Is this because some 
powerful lobbies and vested 
interests are deliberately 
withholding development 
of  the petroleum sector to 
allow for import of  LNG 
and other petroleum prod-
ucts?” asked Babar. He 
called for a thorough inves-
tigation into the matter.

Washington, Dec. 14 (IANS):  US 
Senate and House Republicans have 
struck an agreement on a sweeping 
tax-cut bill that, if  passed, would be 
the first major piece of  legislation 
signed by President Donald Trump, 
the media reported.

Senate  Republ ican leaders 
shared the details of  the revamped 
bill with members of  their confer-
ence on Wednesday and Speaker 
Paul Ryan updated his colleagues 
later in the day, reports The Hill 
magazine.

“I’m confident we’ll pass the 
bill next week,” Senate Republican 
Whip John Cornyn, a member of  
the Senate-House negotiating con-
ference, told reporters.

Republican leaders plan to hold 
an initial procedural vote on Decem-
ber 18, a final Senate vote on Decem-

ber 19 and then send the measure to 
the House for final passage. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell heralded the develop-
ment as something that would boost 
the middle class.

“We want to take more money 
out of  Washington’s pocket and put 
more money into the pockets of  
the middle class. I’m confident the 
conference committee will finalize 
a bill that does just that,” he tweeted.

Senate negotiators convinced 
their House counterparts to preserve 
two important middle-class tax 
breaks: the deduction on student 
loan interest and the exclusion for 
tuition waivers received by graduate 
students, reports The Hill magazine.

The bill would also cap the popu-
lar mortgage interest deduction at 
$750,000, a midpoint compromise 

between the Senate and House bills.
Negotiators were still working 

on how many tax brackets to set, 
said congressional aides. Republican 
senators said they expected the final 
bill to tilt toward the seven brackets 
they passed in their version.

Lawmakers were rushing to get 
the bill done before the Christmas 
holiday.

The legislation will repeal the 
federal mandate requiring people 
to buy insurance - a core piece of  
ObamaCare. 

The bill also would give some 
relief  to people in high-tax areas 
by allowing them to deduct up to 
$10,000 in state and local taxes.

Meanwhile, a provision to set a 
corporate alternative minimum tax - 
which would have raised $40 billion 
over 10 years - has been stripped out.

Myanmar charges reporters with 
Official Secrets Act violation
Nay Pyi Taw, Dec. 14 
(IANS):  Myanmar on 
Thursday charged two jour-
nalists with violating the 
British colonial era Official 
Secrets Act and illegally 
obtaining confidential docu-
ments from the police re-
lated to a controversial mili-
tary offensive in Rakhine.

Wa Lone, 31 and Kyaw 
Soe Oo, 27, who work for 
the Reuters news agency, 
were arrested on Tuesday in 
Yangon and face a possible 
14-year jail sentence, reports 
Efe news.

The two reporters have 
been working on stories re-

lated to a military offensive 
in western Rakhine that 
has led hundreds of  thou-
sands of Rohingya Muslim 
minority to flee the country 
over the last three months.

“The two journalists 
obtained the documents 
by deception from the two 
policemen who came back 
from Rakhine state after 
serving security duties,” the 
Myanmar Police said in a 
statement.

The two police officers 
were also arrested and face 
similar charges.

Over 647,000 Rohing-
yas -- one of  the most per-

secuted communities in the 
world -- have fled to Bangla-
desh to escape the offensive 
and related abuse - includ-
ing rape and torching of  
villages - that the Myanmar 
Army launched in August 
in response to a series of at-
tacks on government posts 
by Rohingya rebels.

Media and human rights 
organisations have also re-
peatedly denounced the 
climate of repression under 
which journalists work in 
Myanmar despite the return 
of democracy in 2016 after 
almost half  a century of  
military dictatorship.

London, Dec. 14 (PTI):  British 
Prime Minister Theresa May has 
lost a crucial Brexit vote in the 
UK Parliament after the rebels in 
her party backed an amendment 
giving them a legal guarantee of a 
say on the final divorce deal struck 
with the European Union.

The British Prime Minister 
was defeated on an amendment to 
the European Union Withdrawal 
Bill by four votes, in her first ma-
jor House of Commons bruising 
yesterday.

MPs from across different par-
ties voted in favour of Parliament 
being given a meaningful vote on 

the terms of  Brexit by 309 votes 
to 305.

Conservative party rebels had 
made common cause with Op-
position Labour MPs on a highly 
contentious issue.

The EU Withdrawal Bill is 
intended to formally end Britain’s 
membership of  the EU, as well 
as smooth its exit by transferring 
thousands of pieces of European 
legislation onto the UK statute 
books.

It also gives ministers powers 
to amend the laws as they move 
across, to address any technical 
glitches.

The government remained 
defiant following the defeat.

“We are disappointed that Par-
liament has voted for this amend-
ment despite the strong assurances 
that we have set out.

We are as clear as ever that 
this Bill, and the powers within it, 
are essential,” a UK government 
spokesperson said.

“This amendment does not 
prevent us from preparing our 
statute book for exit day. We will 
now determine whether further 
changes are needed to the Bill to 
ensure it fulfils its vital purpose,” 
the spokesperson added.

May had warned that such a 
rebellion could threaten the UK 
s “orderly and smooth exit” from 
the European Union.

Former UK attorney gen-
eral Dominic Grieve, who had 
brought the amendment, told the 
Commons he intended to put the 
“country before his party” amid 
concerns over the potential for 
the flagship Brexit legislation to 
become a “very worrying tool of  
executive power”.

Ministers admitted last night’s 
defeat was a “significant setback” 
but insisted it would not frustrate 
the Brexit process.

However, Labour leader Jer-
emy Corbyn described it as a 
“humiliating loss of authority” for 
the Prime Minister ahead of  her 
trip to Brussels, where she hopes 
EU leaders will approve the start 
of Brexit trade talks.

In an immediate act of  retri-
bution by the Government, Tory 
MP Stephen Hammond - one of  
the rebels - was sacked as the vice 
chairman of the party after the vote.

Meanwhile, Brexiteer MP 
Nadine Dorries demanded the 11 
rebels be “deselected and never 
allowed to stand as a Tory MP 
ever again”.

Trump’s top African-
American adviser resigns

Pak denies China’s funding halt for CPEC projects

UK royals to attend 
Grenfell fire memorial

Washington, Dec. 14 
(IANS):  The highest-
profile African-American 
adviser to US President 
Donald Trump, Omarosa 
Manigault Newman, will 
step down on January 20, 
the White House Press 
Secretary has said.

“Omarosa Manigault 
Newman resigned yester-
day (Tuesday) to pursue 
other opportunities,” Sa-
rah Sanders said in a brief  
statement on Wednesday, 
Efe news reported. 

“Her departure will not 
be effective until January 
20, 2018. We wish her the 
best in future endeavors 
and are grateful for her 
service.”

Manigault had served 
the Trump administration 
as communications direc-
tor for the White House 
Public Liaison Office.

Her exit -- part of  an 
expected round of  de-

partures as Trump’s first 
year in office draws to a 
close- follows last week’s 
announcement that his 
deputy national security 
adviser for strategy, Dina 
Powell, plans to resign ear-
ly next year.

Powell, however, will 
continue to have a role in 
Middle East diplomacy.

Manigault, who be-
came a recognizable face 
on TV reality programs in 
the US, was a contestant 
on the Trump-hosted NBC 
show “The Apprentice” in 
2004.

In 2008, she was a con-
testant on the sequel to 
that series, “The Celebrity 
Apprentice,” also hosted 
by Trump.

Manigault, 43, was an 
active member of  Trump’s 
team during the campaign 
and later served on the pres-
idential transition team’s 
executive committee.

Islamabad, Dec. 14 (IANS): Pakistan on 
Thursday refuted reports that Beijing had 
halted payments on some of  the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
projects in the country.

Foreign Office Spokesperson Muham-
mad Faisal at a briefing said there was 
no news from Beijing that the Chinese 
government was halting funding for any 
of  the projects, adding that execution of  
payments takes place in a specific manner.

The Foreign Office’s denial came days 
after Minister for Planning and Develop-
ment Ahsan Iqbal said that China had 
halted the release of  funds for three CPEC 
projects till the revision of  its “financial 
mechanism” by Beijing.

According to a press release by the Na-
tional Assembly Secretariat on December 
11, Iqbal informed the 25th parliamentary 
committee meeting on the CPEC that the 
work on these projects would only restart 

after approval from Beijing. 
The three projects are related to the 

road network.
Another member of  the committee, 

Al-Haj Gul Khan Afridi, had said that 
they were told earlier that China had not 
stopped financing the CPEC projects but 
raised some “technical objections” to the 
projects, Dawn online reported. 

A senior NHA official had also rejected 
the government claim that work on the 
road projects was halted.

The CPEC is a flagship project of  
China’s Belt and Road initiative. The 3,000 
km, over $50 billion corridor stretches 
from Kashgar in western China to Gwadar 
port in Pakistan on the Arabian sea. 

The Joint Cooperation Committee 
(JCC) of  the CPEC had approved the 
long-term plan on November 21 without 
agreeing on development projects and 
special economic zones.

London, Dec. 14 (IANS):  
Members of  the British 
Royal Family will join 
the families of  victims of  
the Grenfell Tower fire on 
Thursday for a memorial 
at St Paul’s Cathedral here.

About 1,500 people 
have been invited to the 
multi-faith service, includ-
ing the bereaved, survivors 
and rescue workers, reports 
the BBC.

Joining them will be the 
Prince of  Wales, Duchess 
of  Cornwall, Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge and 
Prince Harry along with 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May and Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

The service will remem-

ber 71 people who died in 
the June 14 tragedy.

It will also give thanks 
to everyone who assisted 
on the ground at the time 
of the tragedy and since - in-
cluding the emergency serv-
ices, the recovery team, the 
community, public support 
workers and volunteers.

The final death toll from 
the fire was put at 53 adults 
and 18 children, including 
stillborn baby Logan Gomes.

There will be perform-
ances from the Ebony Steel 
Band, Portobello Road 
Salvation Army Band, an 
Islamic girls’ choir from 
the Al Sadiq and Al Zahra 
Schools and St Paul’s Ca-
thedral Choir.

Colombo, Dec. 14 (PTI):  
Sri Lanka has become the 
163rd nation to accede to 
the anti-personnel mine 
ban convention, fulfilling 
the pledge it made last year 
to join the international 
community in support-
ing the ongoing landmine 
clearance programme, the 
foreign ministry said here 
today.

Sri Lanka’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN Rohan 
Perera deposited the Instru-
ment of  Accession to the 
Convention of  the Prohibi-
tion of  the use, stockpiling, 
production and transfer of  
anti-personnel mines and 
on their destruction, it said.

The Convention on the 
Prohibition of  the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production 
and Transfer of  Anti-Per-
sonnel Mines and on Their 
Destruction, commonly 
referred to as the Mine Ban 
Treaty or Ottawa Treaty, 

was adopted on September 
18, 1997 at the Diplomatic 
Conference on an Interna-
tional Total Ban on Anti-
Personnel Land Mines at 
Oslo, Norway.

The treaty, which came 
into force on March 1, 1999, 
prohibits the use, stockpil-
ing, production and transfer 
of antipersonnel mines.

By joining the Conven-
tion each state undertakes 
to destroy all stockpiled 
anti-personnel mines it 
owns or that are under its 
jurisdiction or control, not 
later than four years after 
the acceding to this treaty.

“As a full state party, 
we look forward to taking 
our place in the promotion 
of  this Convention, includ-
ing through capacity-build-
ing and mine clearance,” 
Perera said at an event to 
mark the 20th anniversary 
of  the Ottawa Convention, 
titled ‘A World Free of  

Landmines’.
Sri Lanka, in March 

last year, had pledged that 
it will be acceding to the 
convention to become the 
163rd state of  the Conven-
tion. But the island nation 
had faced some criticism 
for the delay in acceding to 
the convention.

In view of  its battle 
with the LTTE in the is-
land’s north and east prov-
inces, the Sri Lankan Army 
had defended itself  that 
the use of  mines by the 
military is strictly limited 
and restricted to defense 
purposes only, to demar-
cate and defend military 
installations.

According to the report 
by Nobel Prize winning 
International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines, last year 
8,605 mine or explosive rem-
nants of war casualties were 
reported, in which at least 
2,089 people were killed.
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Writer-actor-filmmaker Neeraj Vora dead at 54 
Bollywood’s multi-faceted talent Neeraj Vora, an actor, writer and director known for 
his humorous streak on and off screen, died here early on Thursday, months after being 
comatose, his family member said. Vora’s younger brother Uttank Vora told IANS that he 
died at 4 a.m. at a Andheri hospital. Vora was 54. “He will be taken to Firoz Nadiadwala’s 
house Barkat from where he will be taken to the Santa Cruz Electric Crematorium at 3 
p.m.,” Uttank Vora said. Neeraj Vora wrote “Rangeela”, directed “Phir Hera Pheri” and 
acted in “Bol Bachchan” among several other projects. For months altogether, a room in 
filmmaker Firoz Nadiadwala’s home was converted into a fully functional ICU for Vora.
Nadiadwala mourned his demise, saying: I’ve lost the battle to save my brother and friend 
from the clutches of death. His health had improved so much. But it deteriorated suddenly 
on Friday (December 8). (IANS)

Students of Mountain Beats Music School performing-‘Whose Bed Have Your Boots Been Under by Shania Twain,’ during the free open-air 
Festive Concert at Town Square (Police Point), Mokokchung on Dec. 14 evening. The event was organised by Music Lover of Mokokchung where 
five bands namely Valpibe, Adang & Friends, Hunting Boots, Imtisanen and Mountain Beats Music School Students entertained the crowd.

A music video “Catchy Sing-Along Songs for primary classes” by the D.EI.Ed pre-service teacher trainees of 
DIET Chiechama Kohima was released by Khrietuo Mezhür Director, SCERT Nagaland on Dec. 13. 

Salma says ‘monster’ Weinstein threatened to kill her 

Oprah Winfrey to receive 2018 Cecil B. DeMille Award

A
ctress Salma Hayek 
has added her name 
to the list of celebrities 
speaking out against 
disgraced Hollywood 

mogul Harvey Weinstein, calling 
him a rage-fuelled “monster” who 
sexually harassed and tried to kill her. 
Weinstein denied the charge.

In an emotional New York Times 
piece published on Wednesday, the 
51-year-old Mexican actress detailed 
her experiences with Weinstein 
through the course of the making of  
“Frida” -- a 2002 biopic on Mexican 
artist Frida Kahlo. 

She claimed, among other things, 
that he once threatened to kill her 
when she refused his advances. 
Hayek said Weinstein told her: “I will 
kill you, don’t think I can’t.” 

“I don’t think he hated anything 
more than the word ‘no,’” Hayek 
wrote. “And with every refusal came 
Harvey’s Machiavellian rage.”

Dozens of actresses, including 
Rose McGowan, Angelina Jolie 
and Gwyneth Paltrow, have accused 
Weinstein of similar impropriety. He 
has denied all the allegations of non-
consensual sex.

The Oscar-nominated actor wrote 
that she spent years saying ‘no’ to 
the disgraced producer following his 
demands for sexual activity with her. 

She accused him of threatening to 
shut “Frida” down unless she filmed 
a nude sex scene with another actress. 

After refusing to sleep with him, 
Hayek alleged that Weinstein tried to 
remove her from the project despite 
the fact she had steered it in the first 
place. Once she met his demands 
with regards to the script and budget, 
he agreed to let her star.

The film ended with six Oscar 
nominations, including one for 
Hayek as best actress. She wrote that 
even when she would see him after 
the release, he “terrified” her.

Weinstein’s spokesperson said the 
film producer “does not recall pres-
suring Salma to do a gratuitous sex 
scene with a female co-star and 
he was not there for the film-
ing. However, that was part of  
the story, as Frida Kahlo was 
bisexual and the more signifi-
cant sex scene in the movie 
was choreographed 
by Hayek with 
Geoffrey 
Rush”. 

The 
spokesperson 
said Weinstein 
“regards Salma 
Hayek a first-
class actress” 
and admits 
“there was crea-
tive friction” 
on the set of  
“Frida”.

PTI

M
edia mogul Oprah 
Winfrey will be 
feted with the 
2018 Cecil B. 
DeMille Award at 

the 75th Annual Golden Globes.
Each year the recipient of the 

prestigious award is selected by the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Associa-
tion (HFPA) board of directors and 
the selected person must be some-
one who has made “an incredible 
impact on the world of entertain-
ment”, reports variety.com.

HFPA president Meher Tatna 
said in a statement that Winfrey 

embodies this qualification for the 
generations she has “celebrated 
strong female characters on and off  
screen, and has been a role model 
for women and young girls for 
decades.”

Veteran actor Morgan Free-
man, who received the same award 
in 2012, announced Winfrey’s 
honoree status during the airing of  
the Hollywood Foreign Press As-
sociation’s (HFPA) “Golden Globe 
75th Anniversary Special”.

Best known as the host of her 
multi-award-winning talk show, 
“The Oprah Winfrey Show,” 

which ended in 2011, Winfrey 
is also the founder of the Oprah 
Winfrey Leadership Academy for 
Girls in South Africa.

She has been celebrated by 
the HFPA before, with a Golden 
Globe Award nomination for her 
role in “The Color Purple” in 
1986.

The other honourees in the past 
include Audrey Hepburn, Barbra 
Streisand, Denzel Washington, 
George Clooney, Harrison Ford, 
Jodie Foster, Lucille Ball, Martin 
Scorsese, Meryl Streep, Michael 
Douglas, Robert De Niro, Robin 

Williams, Sidney Poitier, Sophia 
Loren and Steven Spielberg.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

The young and talented 
Arola Jinger, has already 
made an impressive start in the Nagaland 
music scene by winning the 9th Music 
Awards of Nagaland Best Pop (female) 
category for her first original “Summer 
Song” produced by Richa productions.

The 17 year old is presently studying 
in Little Flower Higher Secondary School, 
Kohima, read on to learn what jinger 
shared with Eastern Mirror about her 
musical journey.

EASTERN MIRROR: At such young age you have made 
a commendable mark in music. Talk us through your 
musical journey.

Arola Jinger: Well, to be honest I didn’t start singing 
at the age of  three or four and I didn’t quite know I could sing, 
apart from group singing at Sunday schools and churches. My 
first experience with music was percussion- the drums. I joined 
drumming class and whenever I practice I hum songs to match 
the beat with the drumming and things escalated quickly and 
the next thing I know I was singing at churches and functions. 
Believe me when I say it wasn’t easy for me. You know, the best 
thing that happened is that I never gave up despite all the criti-
cisms; I was optimistic and stern about my music.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: For people who haven’t listened 
to your music yet, why would you want them to listen?

Arola Jinger: That’s quite a question. Ha-ha... well, 
you see for a newbie and amateur music enthusiast like me the 
struggle I had to face while trying to make a mark in the music 
industry is immense. I guess I just need them to hear me out 
and the message I’d like to share through my music. I am just a 
little girl trying to make a noise through my music and I need a 
lot of  support from everyone.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What  and who are your inspira-
tions?

Arola Jinger: You know, inspiration comes in many 
ways unimaginable. I had the honour of  meeting so many peo-
ple and so many of  them are so inspiring. The most common 
thing about them all is their ability to never give up in life and 
in music. They inspired me a lot from renowned musicians to 
my neighbour next door to the majestic mountains I could see 
from my window to the smallest butterfly. To me inspiration 
lies in the smallest of  things or people that thrive and struggle 
to be a part of  something good.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the challenges and 
rewards that come from working as a musician?

Arola Jinger: People often tell me to pursue music 
after I completed my studies as being a musician at this young 
age could be a problem with my studies. They are partly right 
due to the fact that the most challenging factor I face is ‘TIME’. 
Being a student, apart from going to classes, extracurricular 
activities and exams I had to keep pursuing my dream of  
becoming a musician.  There are of  course so many hurdles but 
I guess management of  time is the most challenging of  all. So I 
think that answers the first part of  the question. Coming to the 
second part I think the reward is the opportunity to meet such 
amazing and talented people from whom I learn a lot and get 
inspired. I give all credit to those people who helped me to see 

differently through music.
 

EASTERN MIRROR: You recently won the award for 
Best Pop (female) for you first original “Summer song” 
at the 9th Music Awards of Nagaland. Talk us through 
the making of the song. Did you expect to receive the 
award?  

Arola Jinger: I am very much flattered and honoured 
for the award. You know I never expected that I would get the 
award owing to the fact that so many great and awesome sing-
ers were nominated alongside me. I find myself  very fortunate 
to have met Dr. Teputo Richa as my sound engineer who 
believed in me all this time. I also thank Richa Productions 
team who made such effort on my single ‘Summer Song’. Their 
patience and hard work really did inspired and helped me a lot 
in the making. I owe them everything. My producer Joel Sakka-
ri did so much for me by bringing magic to the song. Indeed it 
was endless hours of  practice and retakes and 
sleepless nights of  practices but in 
the end we came through. I am 
not complaining though, 
instead it was fun and 
magical getting to work 
with them all.

 
EASTERN MIR-
ROR: How do 
you balance your 
music with other 
obligations as a 
student?

Arola 
Jinger:  As I 
have said ear-
lier ‘TIME’ was 
what I needed in 
plenty. Hahaha... 
balancing stud-
ies and music 
was a matter of  
priority and I tried 
to prioritise both 
equally and yet ended 
up leaning more towards 
the later. One side it 
was my mom 
telling me to 
give more 
time 
towards 

my studies and the other side my passion towards music. Well, 
all said and done, now it is time for me to get back to my lair 
and start preparing for my finals, wrapped in blankets, summer 
in my mind and books in my hand. Hahaha...

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Do you aspire to take your music 
forward? What’s next for you?

Arola Jinger: I believe so. Music is Life. I don’t know 
what’s stored for me but I am sure music is going to play an 
important role in my life. Let’s all hope and pray that it’s not 
all downhill from here. I will need support from you all. The 
next big thing will be my finals...ha-ha... after that let’s see 
what happens.

EASTERN MIRROR: Final Thoughts?
Arola Jinger: To me music is heart and soul. It brings 

out the best of  you. I thank God for all that’s happening in my 
life, I thank my mother for not giving up on me and my brother 
and two sisters for the constant support and help. I thank eve-
ryone whom I came across and helped me in a way or the other; 

I also thank my school Little Flower Higher 
Secondary School, Kohima for bring-

ing out the best in me and 
providing me with a 

suitable platform 
to mould me. 
See you all 
soon. Bye.
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Sydney, Dec. 14 (IANS): A 
giant species of  penguins, 
which had the size of  an 
adult human, inhabited 
New Zealand between 55 
and 60 million years ago, 
scientific researchers re-
vealed on Wednesday.

A group of  research-
ers from Germany and 
New Zealand revealed in 
a study published in the 
scientific journal Nature 
Communications that this 
ancient species measured 
about 1.65 meters on foot, 
or about 1.77 meters from 
its tail to the top of  its head, 
and weighed about 100 kg.

The fossils, which were 
discovered in 2004 on some 
rocks near Hampden Beach 
in South Island of  New 
Zealand, suggested that it 
was one of  the largest pen-
guins in history.

In comparison, the Em-
peror Penguin, the largest 
species living now, meas-
ures around 1.22 meters 
and weighs 23 kg.

Alan Tennyson, a scien-
tist from New Zealand who 
worked with Gerald Mayr, 
the lead author of  the study 

Fossils of pre-historic 
human-sized penguins found

Radiation from smartphones may 
up miscarriage risk— Study

MIT engineers induce plants to give off light

71% Indian firms might deploy AI before 2020 — Intel

Why meteoroids often blow 
up before hitting Earth

This ‘black box’ recorder can 
measure surgeons’ proficiency

Plastic waste can be used for 
decontamination of water
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1679

 ACROSS
 1. Appendages
 6. National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration
 10. Bundle
 14. Love deeply
 15. Shortened
 16. United States Information 

Agency
 17. City in Italy
 18. Appear
 19. Becomes coated in frozen  

water
 20. Weekend day
 22. Force to do by legal or moral 

means
 24. Repair or cure
 25. Golf scores
 26. Benefits
 29. As a prefix, it means alongside
 30. Narrow thin strip of wood
 31. U-shaped hoof protectors
 37. Regions
 39. Untruth
 40. Answer or explain
 41. Owners
 44. A shrill, weak sound
 45. Ogle
 46. Separate into groups
 48. Indian islands in the Bay of 

Bengal
 52. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
 53. German for “Publisher”
 54. Synthetic thermosetting resin
 58. Semi-precious gem
 59. Anger
  61. An opening leading to the 

intestine
 62. City in south central Texas
 63. Cuckoopint or cella plants
 64. Conspicuous success
 65. Long, narrow groove
 66. Celebration of the Eucharist
 67. Empty pretenses 
 DOWN
 1. Falls behind
 2. Concept

 3. Highest mountain in 
Europe: ____ Blanc

 4. Uproars
 5. Charred
 6. Pertaining to the nose
 7. Comply
 8. President Lincoln
 9. Large ornate cabinet
 10. Construct
 11. American Standard 

Code for Information 
Interchange

 12. Lord or sovereign
 13. Lessens 
 21. 100 yard ____
 23. Copper and zinc

 25. Having lower moral 
standards

 26. A smacking blow
 27. Starchy edible tropical 

root
 28. French for “Summers”
 29. Preceding in time or order
 32. Actresses Mary-Kate and 

Ashley _____
 33. Child’s game
 34. Margarine
 35. Happily ____ after
 36. Month (abbrev.)
 38. City in Alabama 
 42. Distillery company
 43. Exchange for money

 47. Detects
 48. Confesses or 

acknowledges
 49. Mountainous Asian  

country
 50. Constellation called “The 

Dragon”
 51. Apportion
 52. Attention-getting sounds
 54. Add to
 55. Racing chassis 

manufacturer
56. Islamic prayer leader
57. Felines
60. Individual Retirement 

Account
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and a German scientist 
from the Senckenberg Re-
search Institute and the 
Natural History Museum 
of  Frankfurt, commented 
that it was difficult to de-
termine what these ancient 
penguins would look like 
in real life.

Tennyson said in a tel-
ephone conversation with 
Efe that “it’s difficult to 

determine exactly what it 
would have looked like in 
life, but it would have been 
very impressive, as tall as 
many people, and a very 
solid, muscly animal built 
to withstand frequent deep 
dives to catch its prey.”

Tennyson, also a pale-
ontologist at the Te Papa 
Museum of  New Zealand, 
added that “the discov-

ery of  this incredible crea-
ture tells us how the earth 
changed over time”.

Due to its height, these 
penguins are named “Ku-
mimanu biceae”, which 
combines  two  Maor i 
words - “Kumi”, meaning 
a monstrous animal, and 
“Manu”, a bird - while 
“Bice” is added at the end 
in honor of  Tennyson’s 
mother Beatriz.

The discovery of  Ku-
mimanu biceae shows that 
many species of  flightless 
birds, like these and other 
penguins which inhabited 
the Antarctic and other 
parts of  the southern Hem-
isphere, were also very tall.

The extinction of  their 
predators such as dinosaurs 
or marine reptiles allowed 
these birds to grow in size 
as they did not have to fly. 
However, these large-sized 
penguins finally vanished 
20 million years ago.

“Their extinction could 
have been triggered by the 
evolution of  seals and other 
toothed marine mammals 
that ate them or competed 
for access to food,” Ten-

nyson said.
Although the fossils 

of  the Kumimanu biceae, 
which comprise parts of its 
body and legs, were found 
in 2004, the rocks that 
housed the ancient remains 
were stored for several years 
and only in 2015 was the 
relevant paleontological 
work carried out.

Tennyson further ex-
plained that fragments of  
fossils previously found 
in Antarctica indicated 
that there could be pen-
guins that measured about 
2 meters high such as the 
Palaeeudyptes klekowskii, 
but the fossils found of  
the Kumimanu biceae are 
more diverse and prove that 
the proportions were more 
consistent with the calcu-
lated height of  1.65 meters.

“We therefore conclude 
that K. biceae is among the 
largest fossil penguins re-
ported so far and may have 
been exceeded only in size 
by the above-mentioned 
fragmentary P. klekowskii 
specimens from the Eocene 
of  Antarctica,” said the 
report.

New York, Dec. 14 (IANS): Pregnant 
women’s exposure to non-ionising radiation 
from smartphones, Bluetooth devices and 
laptops may more than double the risk of  
miscarriage, a study has showed.

Non-ionising radiation -- radiation that 
produces enough energy to move around at-
oms in a molecule, but not enough to remove 
electrons completely -- from magnetic fields 
is produced when electric devices are in use 
and electricity is flowing. 

It can be generated by a number of envi-
ronmental sources, including electric appli-
ances, power lines and transformers, wireless 
devices and wireless networks. 

While the health hazards from ionising 
radiation are well-established and include 
radiation sickness, cancer and genetic dam-
age, the evidence of health risks to humans 
from non-ionising radiation remains limited, 
said De-Kun Li, a reproductive and perinatal 
epidemiologist at the Kaiser Permanente -- a 
US-based health care firm.

For the study, published in the journal 
Scientific Reports, the team asked for 913 
pregnant women over age 18 to wear a small 

(a bit larger than a deck of cards) magnetic-
field monitoring device for 24 hours. 

After controlling for multiple other fac-
tors, women who were exposed to higher 
magnetic fields levels had 2.72 times the risk 
of miscarriage than those with lower mag-
netic fields exposure. 

The increased risk of miscarriage associ-
ated with high magnetic fields was consist-
ently observed regardless of  the sources 
of  high magnetic fields. The association 
was much stronger if  magnetic fields was 
measured on a typical day of participants’ 
pregnancies.  The finding also demonstrated 
that accurate measurement of magnetic field 
exposure is vital for examining magnetic 
field health effects. 

“This study provides evidence from a 
human population that magnetic field non-
ionising radiation could have adverse biologi-
cal impacts on human health,” Li noted.

“We hope that the finding from this 
study will stimulate much-needed additional 
studies into the potential environmental haz-
ards to human health, including the health of  
pregnant women,” he said.

New York,  Dec.  14 
(IANS):  Engineers at 
Massachusetts Institute 
of  Technology (MIT) 
have found a way to in-
duce plants to give off  
dim light, a major step 
towards realising their vi-
sion of  using plants to il-
luminate the workspace.

“The vision is to make 
a plant that will function 
as a desk lamp -- a lamp 
that you don’t have to 
plug in. The light is ul-
timately powered by the 

Dr. VaishaliLavekar
Pune, Dec. 14 (India Science Wire) : 
Recycling is the only option to handle 
plastic waste at present.Now Indian sci-
entists have found a new use for plastic 
waste - for decontamination of water.

Dr. Premanjali Rai and Dr. Kunwar 
P. Singh from Environmental Chemis-
try Division, CSIR - Indian Institute of  
Toxicology Research, Lucknow have 
used plastic waste to develop  a low - 
cost magnetically responsive adsorbent 
material which can be used to remove 
an antibiotic cephalexin from water.

The indiscriminate burning of plas-
tic results in emission of deadly gases 
and carcinogens into the environment. 
Dumping them in landfills results in 
leaching of toxins into ground and sur-
face water resources. 

Now scientists have formulated an 

effective strategy of  upcycling poly-
ethylene terephthalate (PET) waste 
into a functional material to mitigate 
another critical environmental prob-
lem -the emerging levels of  antibiotics 
in water.

“We collected PET refuse from the 
surroundings and converted the same  
into a magnetically responsive carbon 
nano-material by carbonization and ac-
tivation of the PET char under control-
led conditions and magnetic modifica-
tion by a simple chemical precipitation 
route,” explained Dr Rai.

Extensive use and disposal of phar-
maceuticals in the environment is lead-
ing to its contamination and increasing 
antibiotic resistance. Widely used 
antibiotic, Cephalexin, is detected as 
micropollutant in the environment. 

“ This newly developed low-cost 

magnetic nanomaterial has the adsorp-
tive potential for cephalexin from the 
water. The minimal adsorbent dose of  
0.4 gram per liter could remove greater 
than half of the initial cephalexin con-
centration under laboratory conditions. 

The newly developed adsorbents 
have considerable desorption potential 
and can be reused. These advantages 
make it an efficient adsorbent for re-
moval of  emerging micropollutants. 
These findings will prompt to develop 
more innovative strategies for non-
biodegradable waste management.

This work has been published in 
the Journal of  Environmental Man-
agement. The research team included 
Dr. Premanjali Rai and Dr. Kunwar P. 
Singh, Environmental Chemistry Divi-
sion, CSIR - Indian Institute of Toxicol-
ogy Research, Lucknow.

energy metabolism of  the 
plant itself,” said Michael 
Strano, Professor at MIT 
and the senior author of  
the study.

By embedding special-
ised nanoparticles into 
the leaves of  a watercress 
plant,  the researchers 
successfully induced the 
plants to give off  dim light 
for nearly four hours, ac-
cording to the study pub-
lished in the journal Nano 
Letters.

This technology could 
also be used to provide 
low-intensity indoor light-
ing, or to transform trees 
into self-powered street-
l ights,  the researchers 
said.

To create their glow-
ing plants, the MIT team 
turned to luciferase, the 
enzyme that gives fireflies 
their glow. 

Luciferase acts on a 
molecule called luciferin, 
causing it to emit light. 
Another molecule called 
co-enzyme A helps the 
process along by remov-
ing a reaction byproduct 
that can inhibit luciferase 

activity.
The MIT team pack-

aged each of  these three 
components into a differ-
ent type of  nanoparticle 
carrier. 

To get the particles 
into plant leaves, the re-
searchers first suspended 
the particles in a solution. 

Plants were immersed 
in the solution and then 
exposed to high pres-
sure, allowing the par-
ticles to enter the leaves 
through tiny pores called 
stomata.

Particles releasing lu-
ciferin and coenzyme A 
were designed to accumu-
late in the extracellular 
space of  the mesophyll, 
an inner layer of  the leaf, 
while the smaller particles 
carrying luciferase enter 
the cells that make up the 
mesophyll. 

The particle carriers 
gradually release luci-
ferin, which then enters 
the plant cells, where luci-
ferase performs the chemi-
cal reaction that makes 
luciferin glow, the study 
said.

B e n ga l u r u ,  D e c.  1 4 
(IANS) :  As firms’ ap-
petite for the adoption of  
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
grows, 71 per cent Indian 
organisations are looking 
at increased process au-
tomation as a key benefit 
which in turn is expected 
to spike spends on this 
technology over the next 
18 months, a report said 
on Thursday.

The Intel India com-
missioned report, under-
taken by the International 
Data Corporation (IDC) 
that surveyed 194 Indian 
organisations across sec-
tors, said that nearly 75 
per cent of  the firms sur-
veyed anticipate benefits 
in business process ef-
ficiency and employee 

New York, Dec. 14 
(IANS): When a meteor 
comes hurtling toward 
Earth, the high-pressure 
air in front of  it seeps 
into its pores and cracks, 
pushing its body apart 
and causing it to explode, 
say scientists.

Researchers knew 
that meteoroids often 
blew up before they reach 
the Earth’s surface, but 
they did not know why. 

“There’s a big gradi-
ent between high-pres-
sure air in front of  the 
meteor and the vacuum 
of  air behind it,” said 
Jay Melosh, Professor 
of  Earth, Atmospheric 

and Planetary Sciences 
at Purdue University in 
the US and co-author of  
the paper.  “If the air can 
move through the pas-
sages in the meteorite, it 
can easily get inside and 
blow off pieces,” Melosh 
said.

M e l o s h ’ s  t e a m 
looked to the 2013 Chely-
abinsk event when a me-
teoroid exploded over 
Chelyabinsk, Russia, to 
explain the phenome-
non. The explosion came 
as a surprise and brought 
in energy comparable to 
a small nuclear weapon.  
When it entered Earth’s 
atmosphere, it created 

a bright fire ball. Min-
utes later, a shock wave 
blasted out nearby win-
dows, injuring hundreds 
of people.

T h e  m e t e o r o i d 
weighed around 10,000 
tonnes, but only about 
2,000 tonnes of  debris 
were recovered, which 
meant something hap-
pened in the upper at-
mosphere that caused it 
to disintegrate.  To solve 
the puzzle, the research-
ers used a computer code 
that allows both solid 
material from the meteor 
body and air to exist in 
any part of  the calcula-
tion. 

New York, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Scientists have developed a 
novel recorder similar in con-
cept to a flight recorder on an 
airplane that can be used to 
objectively measure surgeons’ 
proficiency in robotic-assisted 
prostate cancer surgery.

The recorder, called the 
dVLogger developed by the 
US-based Intuitive Surgical, 
similar to the “black box” in 
flight would evaluate a sur-
geon’s proficiency in perform-
ing the surgery to ensure pa-
tient safety.

When attached to a robotic 
surgery system during radical 
prostatectomy procedures -- the 
most common treatment for 
prostate cancer -- the recorder 

would capture data that could 
be used to discern the difference 
between novice and expert sur-
geons, the study showed. 

It captures both anonymised 
video and movement data. 

To measure the recorder’s 
ability, four basic prostate sur-
gery steps were analysed. Data 
from 100 procedures performed 
by both novice and expert sur-
geons were recorded. 

The results, forthcoming 
in The Journal of  Urology, 
showed that novice and expert 
surgeons could be identified by 
measuring time to complete 
operative steps, distance of  
instrument and camera travel 
and frequency of  camera move-
ments.

productivity with the use 
of  AI.

Whi le  64  per  cent 
of  the respondents be-
lieve that this technol-
ogy can empower them 
in revenue augmentation 
through better targeting 
of  offers and improved 
sales processes, 76 per 
cent of  the companies are 

or believe that they will 
face a shortage of  skilled 
personnel to harness the 
power of  AI.

“This research is a 
small step towards com-
prehending this knowl-
edge, and enabling com-
panies,  such as ours, 
shape strategy and move 
ahead in the right direc-
tion,” Prakash Mallya, 
Managing Director, Sales 
and Marketing Group, 
Intel  India,  said in a 
statement.

Intel currently pow-
ers 97 per cent of  data 
centre servers running 
AI workloads worldwide 
and has been investing in 
the development of  the 
ecosystem in India. 

“Indian enterprises 

have been quick to adopt 
AI in the recent past, 
with nearly one in five 
organisations (22.2 per 
cent) across the four ver-
ticals surveyed imple-
menting the technology 
in some way. 

This number is antici-
pated to soar consider-
ably by mid-2019 with 
nearly seven in 10 firms 
(68.6 per cent) antici-
pated to deploy (it),” the 
company said.

However, concerns 
around adoption of  AI 
continue with high cost 
of  solutions, acute short-
age of  skilled profession-
als, unclear return on 
investment and cyberse-
curity emerging as the 
key hindrances.
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Kohima tops NOA medal tally on Day-2

SWA to hold 26th meetTen-man Mohun Bagan held by Shillong Lajong

Spurs return to top 4 as 
Man City make history

Ashes series rocked 
by spot-fixing claims

I-League

Argentina will be 
stronger at World 
Cup – Lionel Messi

Action from the I-League clash between Mohun Bagan and Shillong Lajong on December 14 .

Glimpses of the Nagaland Olympic Games in progress on the second day in Dimapur on December 14.

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): With 12 gold, 
15 silver and 14 bronze medals in its kitty, 
Kohima district topped the medal tally at 
the ongoing Nagaland Olympic Games on 
the second day. 

Kohima district was closely followed 
by Phek district with 12 gold, 7 silver and 6 
bronze in the second position and Dimapur 
district with 11 gold, 9 silver and 11 bronze 
in the third position.

It may be mentioned here that Tuen-
sang district made an impressive start by 
securing 5 gold medals on the opening day 
of  the games. However, it failed to keep 
the momentum on the second day and 
restricted to 9 gold medals settling at top 
fifth position. 

Kohima and Phek districts made a ster-
ling performance on the second day to top 
the tally. Dimapur district could maintain its 
consistency trailing in third position.
Results of the various disciplines on 
December 14 are as follows:

Football quarter final
1.  Kohima vs Peren 2-2
Tie breaker Match 1-4 in favour of  Peren
 2.  Dimapur vs Mokokchung 1-1
  Tie breaker Match 3-2  in favour of  Dimapur
3.  Zunheboto vs Kiphire
     5-1 in favour of  Zunheboto
4.  Phek vs Mon
    4-0 in favour of  Phek

Athletics
Discus (men)
1st -Venuzo Dawhuo,  Phek
2nd- Khirelasakuo,  Kohima 
3rd -Khiretseizo Khezhie, Kohima
Discus (Women)
1st -Veluno Shiloh, Phek
2nd-Kuvelu Medeo, Phek
3rd -Vithonu Theyo,  Dimapur
Long Jump (men)
1st -Nekhoto Tunyi,  Phek
2nd -Widambo,  Mokokchung 
3rd -Moalong Jamir,  Dimapur
Long Jump (women)

1st -Aungkali Kiho,  Dimapur
2nd -Kekhrieneinuo Solo,  Kohima  
3rd -Vinakali Achumi,  Mokokchung

200M (men)
1st -Rongsenmeren,  Dimapur
 2nd -Digumpeung,  Peren
3rd -Seyievizo Kire,  Kohima

200M (women)
1st -Tsujen,  Tuensang
2nd -Abeino Neihu,  Kohima 
3rd -Lanutola,  Mokokchung

400M (Women )
1st -Tsujen,  Tuensang
2nd -Abeino Neihu,  Kohima
3rd -Pelevonuo, Dimapur

400M  (men)
1st -Widambo,  Mokokchung 
2nd -Nekhoto Tunyi,  Phek
3rd -Avituo Kheya,  Kohima

1500M (women)
1st -Peiheiteile,  Dimapur
2nd -Kelesenu Valeo,  Mokokchung 
3rd -Shoniu. S, Tuensang

1500M (men)
1st -N. Puchong,  Tuensang 
2nd -Pache,  Tuensang
3rd -Longshithung, Mokokchung

Tennis
Men's Double
Gold-Vilasier Khate & Zhaputso 
Khate, Dimapur
Silver-Metba Phone & Vikhozolie,
Longleng   
Bronze- Vitsizolie & Bantilo, Kohima
Till the time of filling this report the results 
for men's boxing under different category 
finalists are: 

Light Fly
Bhim Bahadur, Dimapur 
Imtikumba, Mokokchung 

Fly Weight
J. Longna, Kohima 
Rakyapao, Dimapur 

Bantam Weight
Imtizulu,  Mokokchung 
Visekheto, Longleng

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 14 (IANS): Ar-
gentina will be a better team at the 2018 
World Cup than the one that struggled 
during the South American qualifying 
tournament, according to Albiceleste 
captain Lionel Messi.

The two-time World Cup champi-
ons avoided missing football's biggest 
event for the first time since 1970 
when a Messi hat-trick ensured a 
3-1 victory over Ecuador in the 
final CONMEBOL zone qualifier 
in October.

Argentina have been drawn in 
the same group as Croatia, Iceland 
and Nigeria for the June 14-July 
15 tournament in Russia.

"We'll be in good shape when 
we get there because we're still 
growing," the Barcelona forward 
told FIFA.com, Xinhua reported 
on Wednesday.

"We had to go through some-
thing that we didn't expect or de-
serve, because we had earlier matches 
against Venezuela and Peru that we 
could have won easily. If  we had, then we 
wouldn't have had to go through what we 
did at the end.

"We've had four competitive matches 
with a new coach (Jorge Sampaoli), 
but the national team's going 
to change now that the Ec-
uador game is behind 
us. We're going to 
grow and get rid 
of  all the ten-
sion and fear 
we felt because 
of  that match 
and because of  
the risk of  not 
achieving our 
objective."

T h e 
30-year-old ad-
mitted the scars 
left by the team's 
extra-time loss to 
Germany in the 
final of  the 2014 
World Cup are yet 
to disappear. 

"I don't know 
if  they're ever go-
ing to heal," the 
five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner said. 
"We're just going 
to have to live 
with it. It's going 

to be there forever. The World Cup is 
a very happy memory and a bitter one 
too because of how it ended, how it all 
worked out. But it's always going to be 
there." 

Dimapur, Dec. 14 (EMN): Secheku 
Wrestling Association (SWA) has decided 
to hold its 26th tournament on January 9, 
2018 in Pholami village.

Deo Nukhu, Advisor of Higher Educa-
tion & NBHM, would grace the tourna-
ment as chief guest, while Vengota Nakro, 

retired Project Director of  Soil & Water 
Conservation, would grace the tournament 
as guest of honour.

The association president, Vezohu 
Ruho has requested all the affiliated units 
not to organise other programmes coincid-
ing with proposed tournament.

Kolkata, Dec. 14 (IANS): 
Ten-man Mohun Bagan, 
saddled by a raft of injuries, 
had to settle for a 1-1 draw 
against Shillong Lajong 
in an I-League encounter 
at the Vivekananda Yuba 
Bharati Krirangan here on 
Thursday.

Both goals came from 
penalties as Dipanda Dicka 
(12th minute) gave Mohun 
Bagan the lead early on in 
the first half  only to see his 
strike cancelled out by Sam-
uel Lalmuanpuia (72nd) in 
the second period. 

The home team were 
down to ten men minutes 
later when Kolkata Derby's 
scorer Kingsley Eze was 
sent off  for a second yellow 
card.

The result saw Mohun 
Bagan hold on to the second 
spot with eight points from 
four matches. They are two 
points behind league lead-
ers Minerva Punjab FC 
who have also played four 
matches.

Lajong meanwhile, 

MEDAL TALLY ON DAY-2
DISTRICT GOLD SILVER BRONZE

Kohima 12 15 14
Dimapur 12 7 8

Phek 11 9 11
Mokokchung 9 7 6

Tuensang 9 2 5
Wokha 2 5 4
Peren 2 3 4

Longleng 1 6 2
Zunheboto 1 3 1

Mon 0 1 0
Kiphire 0 1 3

Light weight
Neipusetuo, Wokha
Roton, Phek

The first football semi final will be played between 
Dimapur and Zunheboto at 9 am on December 15 which 
will be followed by Phek vs Peren at NAPTC Ground, 
Chumukidema.

are at the third position 
with seven points from four 
games.

A host of injuries picked 
up in their last game against 
Churchill Brothers meant 
the likes of  Sony Norde, 
Yuta Kinowaki, Ansumana 
Kromah and Arijit Bagui 
could not start for Mohun 
Bagan with Naro Hari Sres-

tha and Dipendu Dowary 
pairing up front.

The hosts' hopes rested 
on Dicka and the former 
Lajong striker delivered 
from the spot after Sheikh 
Faiaz was brought down 
inside the box by Rakesh 
Pradhan.

Dicka chose not to cel-
ebrate and dedicated the 

goal to his indisposed Japa-
nese teammate Kinowaki 
by showing his jersey to 
the fans.

Mohun Bagan goal-
keeper Shilton Paul, in good 
form lately, pulled off  a 
good save to deny Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia minutes after 
the goal.

Mohun Bagan bossed 

London, Dec. 14 (IANS): Tottenham 
Hotspur beat Brighton & Hove Albion 2-0 
here to claim fourth place in the English 
Premier League, while leaders Manchester 
City cruised 4-0 over Swansea to set a new 
English top-flight record for consecutive wins 
with 15.

David Silva had a brace and Kevin De 
Bruyne and Sergio Agüero contributed a 
goal each at Swansea's Liberty Stadium to 
maintain City's lead over second-place Man 
United at 11 points, reports Efe. 

The Red Devils, meanwhile, bounced 
back from their loss to City in last weekend's 
Manchester derby to eke out a 1-0 home win 
against Bournemouth courtesy of Romelu 
Lukaku's first Premier League goal since 
November 18.

At London's iconic Wembley Stadium, 
Tottenham defeated Brighton 2-0 on goals by 
Serge Aurier and Heung-Min Son to climb 
to 31 points. While Liverpool and Burnley 

have the same number of points, Spurs sit in 
fourth by virtue of a better goal difference.

The Reds had a chance to claim the 
fourth slot with a victory Wednesday against 
West Bromwich Albion, but managed only a 
0-0 draw at Anfield.

Arsenal, held 0-0 by West Ham United 
at London Stadium, slipped to seventh place 
with 30 points.

The Hammers, fresh off their 1-0 upset 
of Chelsea last weekend, turned in an im-
pressive defensive effort yet remain in 19th 
place with 14 points.

Leicester City coach Claude Puel, fired 
at the end of last season by Southampton, 
enjoyed some sweet revenge on Wednesday 
as the Foxes trounced the Saints 4-1 on the 
south coast to climb to eighth place.

Everton won 1-0 away to struggling 
Newcastle City and now sit in the middle of  
the table, while the hosts are just two places 
above the drop zone.

Perth, Dec. 14 (Agencies): 
Cricket chiefs voiced "grave 
concern" but said there was 
no evidence the third Ashes 
Test between Australia and 
England starting Thursday 
has been corrupted after 
a match-fixing bombshell 
rocked the series.

British newspaper The 
Sun alleged two bookmak-
ers, including an Indian "Mr 
Big", had offered to sell it 
details of  rigged periods 
of play in the Test in Perth 
which could be bet on to win 
huge sums.

One of them claimed to 
have worked on the scam 
with former and current 
internationals including a 
World Cup-winning all-
rounder. They said they li-
aised with a fixer in Austra-
lian cricket known as "The 
Silent Man".

No Australia or England 
players were named as being 
involved.

The tabloid said their 
undercover reporters were 
asked for up to £140,000 
($187,000, 158,000 euros) 
to "spot fix" markets such 
as the exact amount of runs 
scored in an over.

"Before match. I will tell 
you this over, this runs and 
then you have to put all the 
bets on that over," one of  
the bookmakers was quoted 

as saying.
Asked if  it was a good 

source, he said: "Absolutely 
correct information."

The International Crick-
et Council said the revela-
tions were of  "grave con-
cern" and an investigation 
had been launched, but it did 
not believe the match, where 
England are battling to avoid 
going 3-0 down in the five-
Test series, had been tainted.

"From my initial assess-
ment of the material, there 
is no evidence, either from 
The Sun or via our own 
intelligence, to suggest the 
current Test match has been 
corrupted," said the ICC's 
anti-corruption chief  Alex 
Marshall.

"At this stage of the in-
vestigation, there is no in-
dication that any players in 
this Test have been in contact 
with the alleged fixers."

Cricket Australia chief  
James Sutherland said the 
allegations were serious, but 
he was confident, based on 
the dossier handed to the 
ICC, there was no reason "to 
suspect that this Test match 
or indeed the Ashes series as 
a whole is subject to corrupt 
activities".

He added that all players 
were educated on a regular 
basis about the risks of cor-
ruption.

the game despite the spate 
of  injuries as the visitors 
lacked the cutting edge up 
front to trouble their rival 
defenders.

Dowary came close to 
doubling the margin at the 
half-hour mark with a left-
footed volley that fizzed just 
wide. At halftime, Mohun 
Bagan led by a solitary goal.

Pos t  the  b rea ther, 
Aiman Saleh Abdullah Al-
Hagri, who had played well 
throughout, was tripped 
inside the box by seasoned 
Mohun Bagan defender 
Kingshuk Debnath and 
Samuel made no mistake 
from the spot.

Things turned worse 
for the green and maroons 
when Eze committed a 
rather unnecessary foul on 
Lalmuanpuia and was given 
his marching orders for a 
second bookable offence.

Down to ten men and 
without the services of  the 
influential Norde and in 
form-Kromah, Mohun 
Bagan struggled.

Mohun Bagan went all 
out in the final minutes, but 
to no avail.

Manchester 
City's Portuguese 
midfielder 
Bernardo Silva 
(left) is tackled 
by Swansea City's 
Ghanaian striker 
Jordan Ayew 
during the English 
Premier League 
football match.


