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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
He's the fifth 'prophet' to 
come this week,... at this 

rate we'll have no money for 
Christmas and New Year

Love may be or it may  
not, but where it is, it ought 

to reveal itself 
in its immensity. 

~Honore de Balzac
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 10°
Agartala 28° 14°
Gangtok 22° 06°
Guwahati 27° 13°
Imphal 24° 08°

Itanagar 22° 12°
Shillong 19° 07°
Delhi 23° 08°
Kolkata 29° 16°
Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17.6° 6.5°
DIMAPUR 23.3° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 80%
DIMAPUR NIL 84%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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As political tremor continues in state; ultimatums aplenty

NSF tells School Edu. to postpone test

Contractors want Lokayukta 
passed during winter session

Former bureaucrat K Khekiye Sema gets ‘peace award’

Lack of consistent data a challenge for Climate Change combat Deadline to link Aadhaar extended till March 31

Rights orgs. threaten with hunger strike

Tribe organisations iterate revocation of assembly resolution

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Pierce Brosnan’s fire  
case dismissed | P10

In historic first, Sikh nominated to be 
attorney general of New Jersey | P9

Olympic gold is my ultimate 
target—Boxer Mary Kom  |  P11

Khekiye K Sema  receiving the Peace Award of Peace Channel from Sushil Kumar during the of Youth Peace Knit Fest 2017 in 
Dimapur.

4 ministers dropped from cabinet

‘6-day window to file too short’ 

NSF joins demand for scrapping  
grade-III criteria

Kohima, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
The ongoing political play 
in Nagaland took a new turn 
on Wednesday with Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang mak-
ing a late evening recom-
mendation to the governor 
to drop four key players in 
his ministry: Tokheho Yep-
thomi (School Education, 
Parliamentary Affairs), Y 
Patton (Home), Dr. Neikie-
salie Kire (Roads & Bridges) 
and Neiba Kronu (Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change).

The social media was 
abuzz since the morning 
of  Dec. 13 when it was re-
ported that some 20 MLAs 
had rushed to a private ho-
tel in Kohima. Sources said 
the MLAs were told that 
the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) president and MLA 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
had called them there for a 
meeting.

“It was just a handiwork 
of  some people who wanted 
to create a misunderstand-
ing between the recently 
reconciled Dr. Shürhozelie 
and the Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang,” it was said.

This was echoed by an-
other source from the chief  
minister’s office, who added 
that by Wednesday evening, 
things had ‘sorted out’ and 
the ‘relationship’ between 
the two leaders was intact.

While apprehensions 
about the instability of  the 
government was still doing 
the rounds, the chief  min-
ister is said to have called 
on Governor PB Acharya 
at around 6 am the same 
evening, following which 
the chief  secretary also 
sought audience with the 
latter.

Sources from Zeliang’s 
camp denied of  any rebel-
lion among the legislators 

saying that the incumbent 
chief  minister had the sup-
port of  57 out of  59 legis-
lators including Liezietsu. 
They brushed aside the 
‘morning misunderstand-
ing’ as a ‘last attempt’ by 
beleaguered MP Lok Sabha 
Neiphiu Rio.

Meanwhile, close on the 
heels of  the total legislature 
support for Zeliang being 
claimed, a late order signed 
by the chief  secretary, which 
was released to the media by 
the chief  minister’s office, 
however spoke of  something 
else as it notified relieving 
the four mentioned minis-
ters from Zeliang’s ministry. 
The four MLAs were most 
likely dropped in order to 
accommodate others from 
Liezietsu’s camp.

As of  filing this report 
speculations ran rife that an-
other minister, the fifth one,  
will be dropped.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The 
Angami Public Organisation 
(APO) and the Chakhesang Public 
Organisation (CPO) have on Dec. 
13 iterated its demand to the Na-
galand government, in the form 
of a letter to the chief minister, 
to revoke the assembly resolution 
of Nov. 24 2016 that had brought 
back the Nagaland Municipal Act 
of 2002 which was hitherto set 
aside since 2012. 

The tribe organisations remind-
ed the chief minister of the series 
of meetings during which the firm 
stand of the tribe organisations on 
the issue was made known. 

"The undersigned on behalf  
of all apex tribal hohos / bodies 
is obligated to express herein con-
veying the wish of the Naga peo-
ple through the apex tribal hohos 
/ bodies that already had series 
of consultative meetings, and the 
latest two being the tribal hohos 
meeting held on Tuesday Octo-
ber 31, 2017 at the Angami Public 
Organisation hall, Kohima and 
on Tuesday December 5, 2017 at 
Kisama wherein the firm stance of  
the tribal people were continuously 
and consistently expressed every 
time," stated APO President Dr. 
Vilhusa Seleyi and CPO President 

Kekhwengulo Lea on behalf of the 
'Core Committee of the apex tribal 
hohos / bodies.'

Referring to the ongoing 
Christmas season that is usually as-
sociated with peace and goodwill, 
the tribe organisations requested 
the government to be accommoda-
tive of their demands in the same 
spirit.

"... taking the privilege of the 
season of peace and goodwill that 
came to mankind through the 
grace of the almighty god as the 
most advisable and opportune oc-
casion of being accommodative, 
it is earnestly urged that the gov-

ernment of Nagaland under your 
honourable chief ministership 
(sic) shall honour the wish of the 
people and effect the revocation 
of the November 24, 2016 resolu-
tion of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly pertaining to the con-
duct of elections to Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs) and put to rest all 
contentious issues until such time 
the Municipal Act of Nagaland 
is thoroughly scrutinized to the 
advantage of the people to which 
every democratically elected gov-
ernment is responsible, and such 
amendment as acceptable be for-
malised," they added. 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN):  
The Public Coordination 
Committee (PCC) comprising 
the Acaut and the public office 
aspirants has on Wednesday 
threatened to undertake a hun-
ger strike in the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly area s from 
Dec. 15 unless its demands are 
fulfilled by Dec.14.

"The PCC will go on a 
hunger strike at the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly complex 
from 15th December if  the 
government does not meet its 
core demands on the 14th of  
December and subsequently 
declare the actions taken and 
make it known to the Naga 
public in the local dailies on 
15th December," stated the 
media cell of  the committee.

The demand of  the commit-
tee: "Revocation of  26th Octo-
ber OM that scrapped grade 
III posts from the purview of  
NPSC; set up Lokayukta as 
per the demands of  Acaut; 

and declare answer keys in all 
stages of  exams conducted by 
NPSC."

The Naga Students' Feder-
ation (NSF) has also on Wed. 
joined the demand for revoca-
tion of  the government's order 
that enable the departments 
to recruit grade III personnel 
under the pay band of  INR 
2800 without going through 
the state’s public service com-
mission.  The apex student fed-
eration in Nagaland stated that 
the order was 'not justified' for 
the aspiring students. 

The federation has demand-
ed revocation of  the order and 
to keep in abeyance related 
examinations with immediate 
effect. 

" Revoke the 26th October, 
2017 office memorandum";  
and  "to keep in abeyance all 
the exam advertisements made 
by various departments for the 
post whose grade pay are Rs 
2800 and above."

extended the deadline last 
week for linking it with 
PAN till March 31.

A notification to link 
it with bank accounts was 
later issued on Tuesday by 
the Department of Revenue 
under the Finance Ministry. 
The government later is-
sued a press release which 
contained the deadline of  
March 31.

According to the De-
cember 12 notification, the 
words "submit the Aadhaar 
number and PAN by De-
cember 31, 2017" have been 
substituted by "submit the 
Aadhaar number, PAN or 
Form No 60 by such date as 
may be notified by the Cen-
tral government".

The release said under 
the provisions of Preven-
tion of Money-laundering 
(Maintenance of Records) 
Second Amendment Rules, 
2017, it was provided that 
if  a client already having a 
bank account or any other 
account-based relation-
ship with reporting entities 

prior to date of this notifi-
cation fails to submit the 
Aadhaar number and PAN 
by December 31, "the said 
account shall cease to be 
operational till the time the 
Aadhaar number and PAN 
is submitted by the client". 

In case of a person 
opening a new account, 
the deadline for submitting 
Aadhaar number and PAN 
was "six months from the 
date of the commencement 
of the account based rela-
tionship".

"After considering 
various representations re-
ceived in this regard and 
inputs received from banks, 
it has been decided to no-
tify March 31, 2018 or six 
months from the date of  
commencement of account 
based relationship by the 
client, whichever is later, 
as the date of submission 
of the Aadhaar number, 
and Permanent Account 
Number or Form 60 by the 
clients to the reporting en-
tity," the statement said. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 13 (EMN): Lack of  consist-
ent data makes policy planning for Climate 
Change in the eastern Himalayan region in-
cluding Nagaland a challenge. 

This observation was made by Amba 
Jamir, a policy analyst who is also a member 
of  the Integrated Mountain Initiative (IMI) 
during the concluding session of  the three-
day media workshop about Climate Change 
Reporting in the Himalayas.

 The event was organised by Delhi-based 
Centre for Media Studies (CMS), Indian 
Himalayas Adaptation Programme (IH-
CAP) of  Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), department of  Science 
and Technology; and the Nagaland State 
Climate Change Cell. It was conducted in 
Hotel Japfü in Kohima town.

These were the main topics during the 
session on bridging the gap among the 
media, the civil society and the scientific 
community during the concluding day of  
the three-day workshop: Questions about 
how state-specific the Nagaland State Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC) is; 
ground realities of  the impact of  Climate 
Change on the agriculture community 
which makes up about 70% of  the state’s 
population; what stakeholders are doing 
about it; the departments’ climate action 
plan; vulnerability projections of  the rural 

populations; adaptation strategies for farm-
ers etc

The issues that were raised included the 
need for journalists to study the impact on 
centrally-sponsored schemes or externally-
aided projects about how climate-friendly 
they were to Nagaland. The viewpoint was 
that when it comes to vulnerabilities from 
Climate Change, they are not just about cli-
mate and weather—there are many other im-
plications including market forces.

The need for the media to have objec-
tive reporting on local climate issues and 
make linkages across the globe, and how to 
overcome challenges to be able to do so was 
discussed. However, the media was advised 
against focussing too much on the risks of  
Climate Change ‘which often tend to create 
a lot of  confusion.’ The need to focus more 
on what one can do individually in terms 
of  contributing toward meeting the Climate 
Change challenge was emphasised.

On the role of  Civil Society and the me-
dia, he pointed out that the former plays 
the role of  a bridge in terms of  bringing to-
gether stakeholders, debate and negotiation. 
He remarked that the policies which village 
councils make and implement in their areas 
were more effective in many ways than the 
policies made at the state level. Jamir said it 
was because in a state like Nagaland ‘things 
are done as strategized when a community 

decides to do something, and because the 
government level presents a very macro pol-
icy. At the community level, he explained, 
it becomes a very micro-action, specific evi-
dence-based initiative.

Although the Civil Society in Nagaland 
may not be equipped to talk about the issues 
of  climate sciences yet, he said, they have 
stories and evidence that are related to the 
issue. The challenge is how to ‘capacitate 
one another in creating awareness’ in the 
process of  engaging them.

Other climate and environment issues 
that were discussed included rampant coal 
mining in Mokokchung, Wokha and Mon 
districts; stone quarrying along the sides 
of  highways, and issues about ‘attitude’ of  
landownership: it should not obstruct public 
health, life or thoroughfare.

Taking note of  the vocally raised issue 
of  inaccessibility to information and opin-
ion of  subject experts, the State Climate 
Change Cell has assured that it would open 
its doors to the media to any data available 
with it and link journalists pursuing Climate 
Change stories to experts.

Dinesh C Sharma, managing editor of  
India Science Wire; Supongnukshi, chief  
conservator of  Forests and state nodal of-
ficer for Climate Change; and Annu Anand, 
head of  advocacy CMS were the panellists 
for the session.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): An-
ti-corruption activist K Khekiye 
Sema has been honoured by a 
community capacity-develop-
ment organisation during a youth 
conclave on Dec. 13 in Dmr. 

The event at which the 
former government official was 
given the recognition—simply 
mentioned “peace awardee”—
was the second day of Youth 
Peace Knit Fest, a press release 
from the organisers informed on 
Wed. 

The programme was organ-
ized by Peace Channel, the up-
dates stated. Details about the 
award and effects of the bequest 
for the advisor to the Against 
Corruption and Unabated Taxa-
tion (Acaut) were not elaborated 
in the press release. 

The programme was a collab-
orative event with other organi-
sations including the North East 
Zone Cultural Zone (NEZCC). 
The deputy commissioner of Di-
mapur Sushil Kumar Patel was 
the chief guest; joint director of  

the NEZCC Tali Nokcha was 
the guest of honour at the event. 
Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, 
the bishop of Kohima, was the 
special guest, the updates in-
formed. 

“On this occasion, Khekiye 
K Sema, IAS (retd.) advisor, 
Acaut, was awarded the Peace 
Award of Peace Channel,” the 
press release stated. 

Khekiye K Sema was quoted 
in the press release as warning 
against pride and greed, among 
others. He said: “From the be-
ginning of the political theories, 
it talks about selfish being.” 

The updates stated: “We Na-
gas have a common problem of  
ego selfishness, greed and lack of  
humanity. Being conscious of the 
basic quality in life which is Hap-
piness and Peace, he lamented 
that discord in the community 
life is difficult without the fulfil-
ment of basic needs...sometimes 
it’s necessary to fight war for 
peace where history said that.”  

Sushil Kumar also addressed 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Govt. Registered Class-1 
Contractors’ Union (NGRC-1 CU) 
has affirmed its demand to set up a 
‘powerful’ Lokayukta in Nagaland. 
The organisation has demanded 
that the bill be passed in the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly’s winter 
session. 

This was the message in a 
press release the union issued on 
Wednesday: As pointed out by 
the Nagaland Voluntary Consum-
ers’ Organisation (NVCO) and the 
Against Corruption and Unabated 
Taxation (Acaut), the NGRC-1 CU 
will not accept certain provisions 
such as prior sanction / prosecu-
tion sanction  in the Lokayukta bill 
which would be making ‘Lokay-
ukta a toothless tiger.’

The NGRC-1 CU has also 
strongly demanded revocation of  
the Nagaland government’s mem-
orandum of 26th October 2017 
which scrapped all class-III posts 
(except for secretariat assistants) 
from the purview of the NPSC, 
according to the updates. Further, 

reversion to class-III posts (grade 
pay of  INR 2800 and above) to the 
NPSC is another demand. 

The union stated that scrapping 
the class-III posts from the purview 
of the NPSC was ‘simply inviting 
backdoor appointments which can-
not be tolerated as it puts the thou-
sands of  public service aspirants 
into “serious depression.”’

The contractors’ statement also 
came with updates about an advent 
Christmas programme they had. 
Social activist Kezhokhoto Savi 
was speaker for the Dec. 12 pro-
gramme, it was informed.  “The 
waiting for the arrival of  Jesus 
begins with the virtue of  hope...
During the advent we celebrate 
the hope we have in the present be-
cause Jesus is in the midst of  life’s 
pain, injustice, and the unknown. 
We also place our hope in the day 
when Jesus will return again and 
his kingdom will bring in a time of  
complete healing and light. Jesus 
birth was not ordinary,” the press 
release quoted him as having said 
during the event. 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The Naga Stu-
dent's Federation on Wednesday demanded 
that the department of School Education 
postpone a recruitment examination that was 
announced on Nov. 30 citing the welfare of  
aspirants as the period for application was six 
days starting from the date of notification.

The federation has also threatened with 
taking 'action' if  their demands are not met. 
"Failing to postpone, the federation may be 
compelled to initiate action against such ran-
domly initiated procedure of examination."

"While appreciating the initiative of the 
department for conducting the examination, 
the federation however strongly felt that the 
window period for the aspiring students to ap-
ply for the post was too less, " the federation 
stated.

The organisation informed that most of  
the students were from the ' remote areas,' 
and that it would be 'practically impossible' 
for students to apply in time except for a few. 

It also alleged that the call for exami-
nations was not widely advertised in the 
media as required. "Moreover, the adver-
tisement was not widely published and was 
not uploaded in the state portal which is 
the main source of  information for aspirant 
students."

‘Therefore, in the larger interest of the stu-
dents and to give all the aspirants a fair chance 
to appear for the examination, the NSF ap-
peal your authority to kindly postpone the 
proposed examination schedule on 16th De-
cember and give more time to the students to 
apply,’ it demanded. 

New Delhi, Dec. 13 
(IANS): The deadline to 
link the Aadhaar number 
with bank accounts has 
been extended by three 
months till March 31, the 
government announced on 
Wednesday, as the Supreme 
Court is set to commence 
hearing from Thursday on 
its mandatory linking to 
various schemes.

The deadline was earlier 
December 31 for linking the 
12-digit unique identifica-
tion number with both Per-
manent Account Number 
(PAN) and bank accounts. 
However, the government 

the event. Speaking as the chief  
guest said, “When we make 
peace, we conquer the hearts 
of our enemy,” the administra-
tor was quoted as having said 
during the programme. “Being 
concerned of the growth of the 
nation as a whole, he said that 

violence in a particular state af-
fects the rest of the states. He 
also exhorted the student par-
ticipants he said that to maintain 
discipline and responsibilities for 
a peaceful society.”

Kumar was also stated to 
have encouraged the students 

and youths to focus on their ca-
reer “to overcome the obstacles 
and challenges for a greater per-
spective.” 

Likewise the bishop of Kohi-
ma James Thoppil, understood 
to have spoken at the event, said: 
“Peace is not the absence of war 

but peace comes from different 
ways. To bring certain change 
in the society, peace, personal 
growth and development brings 
the wholeness in life.” He con-
cluded by saying never to be 
discouraged because of the chal-
lenges and struggles, the updates 
said.

NEZCC official Tali Nok-
cha was also quoted in the up-
dates as having said that ‘being 
impatient’ was ‘due to the lack 
of understanding’ between the 
individual and the society.

“As a student should be pa-
tient and manage the time to suc-
ceed”. He said that one should 
ask help from God, because with-
out God we will never be able to 
achieve good things in life. As 
peace activist it is required to mo-
tivate peace among all,” he was 
stated to have explained.

More than 250 ‘student peace 
activists’ and special guests from 
across the state and the region 
attended the event, the updates 
added.



NBSE notifies about 
national achievement survey

First edition of Zunheboto ATMA newsletter released 

Kronu graces Kuzhathede 
fellowship general session 

Special outreach prog. on welfare schemes

Medziphema gets new SDAO office

Longla constructs ‘motorable’ road through public contribution
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Youths in Ahthibung of Peren district take out a public procession during an outreach programme, which 
highlighted flagship government schemes, on Dec. 12. The event was organised by the directorate of 
Field Publicity Nagaland & Manipur regions at Ahthibung, updates on Wednesday informed. The ‘special’ 
outreach programme emphasised on details about the schemes Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana, 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and the concept of Soil Health cards, it was informed. 

Zhaleo Rio and officials during the inauguration of the new SDAO at Medziphema on Tuesday.

C Thungbemo Kikon inaugurating the newly-constructed ‘motorable’ road at Longla village.

Neiba Kronu speaking at the general session of Kuzhathede Collegiate 
Fellowship.

Participant being felicitated during the special outreach programme at Ahthibung on Tue.

Prof. A K Singh and officials releasing the first edition of Zunheboto ATMA newsletter.

Home Commissioner notifies
Home Commissioner, Abhishek Singh has informed that 
the Ministry of Home Affairs has extended the date 
for generation of Unique Identification (UIN) for every 
existing arms licence till March 31 2018 in the National 
Database for Arms Licenses (NDAL) portal.

Kohima–Wokha road to  
partially close on Thursday
Chairman Chiechama Village Council Neitso Sogotsu, 
in a circular informed general public, particularly 
travellers that the National Highway- 2 (Kohima–Wokha 
road) road will be partially closed from 7 to 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, due to erection of the village gate. The council 
has requested all to bear with the inconvenience.

Commissioner of Police Dmr. informs
Commissioner of Police, Dimapur has infromed all arms 
licence holders under Dimapur district to report to the 
concerned police station with arms and license booklet 
for verification before Dec. 22.

RBC to celebrate 75th anniversary 
Rünguzumi Baptist Church (RBC) under Phek district will 
be celebrating 75th anniversary cum building dedication 
Dec. 20 and 21st under the theme “Proclaiming the 
whole will of God.”The speakers for the occasion will be 
Rev. Dr. Kethozelhou Keyho, general secretary Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council and Rev. Dr. Vezopa Tetseo, 
executive secretary Chakhesang Baptist Church Council. 
Rev. Dr. Dingu Kenye, president Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council and Vekusa Lohe, chairman Chozuba 
Area Baptist Church Council will share greetings.All 
outstation Rünguzumi have been asked to reach the 
village by Dec. 19.

CCRC to organise healing crusade
The Central Christian Revival Church (CCRC), Residency 
colony Dimapur will be organising a healing crusade 
from Dec. 15 at to the 17th CCRC. Renowned preachers 
from Singapore, Pastor Mervyn Tan and Pastor Benedict 
K Sashi Kumar will be the speakers.on Dec 15 and 16, 
the service will commence from 4 p.m. and on Dec. 
17 at 9 a.m. For more information one may contact 
9856907968.

LCC Dimapur to conduct social work
Lotha Colony Council (LCC) Dimapur will be conducting 
annual social work on Dec. 16 from 6 to 9 a.m., 
within its jurisdiction. All residents are informed to 
participate. Council secretary, K Machio Odyou has 
informed that attendance will be taken and as per 
the council resolution, fine will be imposed on those 
household who failed to participate. It also informed 
that ‘best khel’ in cleanliness will be rewarded with 
prize.

Notification for arms license holders
In view of the forthcoming general election to the 
Legislative Assembly Election Nagaland 2018, Deputy 
Commissioner Peren and Mokokchung have informed 
all the arms license holders have been directed to 
produce arms license for verification to the nearest 
police stations as per the address given in the license 
on or before Dec. 23. Failure to produce the license 
for verification within the stipulated time will result in 
cancellation of licence (s) as per appropriate section 
of law.

PHN general assembly
The Poumai Hoho Nagaland (PHN) has convened 
general assembly on Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. at Poumai 
Baptist Church premises, Midland, Kohima, to discuss 
important issue and election of new office bearers 
for the tenure 2017-19. All the concerned members 
and unit leaders have been requested to attend the 
assembly. 

RSU general conference
The Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) will be holding 
39th general conference on from Dec. 18 to the 20th at 
Tesophenyu village. The conference will be hosted by 
the Tesophenyu Group Students’ Union (TGSU). Home 
Minister Yanthungo Patton will grace the conference as 
chief guest and Parliamentary Secretary, PWD (Housing) 
Levi Rengma as chief host.

NEWS IN BRIEF

AAP opens candidate slots for state polls 
Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The 
Nagaland unit of  the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) has floated a call to 
candidates to contest the forth-
coming Nagaland legislative 
Assembly polls. The party issued 
a press release on Wednesday 
informing that discussions are 
on about the party’s “feasibility 
to contest all 60 seats in Naga-
land.”

Led by its state APP convener 
Dr. S Amos Lkr, the leaders of  
the party had a meeting with the 
organisation’s national ‘PAC’ 
members Ashutosh and Sanjay 
Singh “regarding the 2018 as-
sembly elections in the state of  
Nagaland,” according to the press 
release from the party’s media 
and publicity cell. 

“The meeting was fruitful and 

the PAC members have agreed to 
come to Nagaland in few weeks 
time and declare AAP’s participa-
tion in Nagaland. The team also 
deliberated on feasibility to con-
test all 60 seats in Nagaland with 
the central leaders assisted by NE 
observer Shri. Habung Payeng. 
The meeting was by far positive 
with both side coming to a logi-
cal conclusion,’ the press release 

informed.
Candidates are requested to 

contact the party’s convenor. 
They can contact this number 
8014117437 “to avoid inconven-
ience in the future,” the press 
release explained.

“The official announcements 
will be done in Nagaland through 
press conference,” the press re-
lease added.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Board of  
School Education (NBSE) 
has notified that the Min-
istry of  Human Resources 
Development (MHRD) 
shall be conducting Na-
tional Achievement Survey 
(NAS) for class X cycle-2 
through National Council 
of  Educational Research 
and Training (NCERT). 

Through NAS, it sought 
to gain an in-depth insight 
into the learning outcomes/
levels of the students across 
varied geographies in the 
states so that the govern-
ment can design policies 
and action plans according-
ly for improving the quality 
of education.

The major objectives of  

the project survey are:
To study the achieve-

ment levels of  students of  
class X in 4 subjects i.e. 
English, Mathematics, Sci-
ence and Social Sciences.

To study the difference 
in achievement levels with 
regard to area, gender, so-
cial group, Board and man-
agement of schools.

To study the effect of in-
tervening variables like stu-
dents’ home background, 
school and teacher etc. on 
achievement levels of  stu-
dents.

For the state of  Naga-
land, the NBSE has been 
entrusted to conduct the 
survey in the 419 (four 
hundred nineteen) selected 
schools. The list of selected 

schools is made available on 
the Board’s website (www.
nbsenagaland.com). The 
survey will be conducted on 
the present class X students 
who will be appearing the 
ensuing HSLC Examina-
tion 2018.

The NAS shall be con-
ducted on Feb. 5 uniformly 
throughout the country. As 
such, the selected schools 
are informed to be prepared 
for the conduct of the survey 
in their respective school.

The survey materials 
provided by the NCERT 
shall be given out by the 
board to the district coordi-
nators. The selected schools 
shall collect the materials 
from the respective district 
coordinator.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The Directorate 
of  Field Publicity, Ministry of  Informa-
tion & Broadcasting Government of India 
Regional Office, Nagaland and Manipur 
region, Kohima organised a special outreach 
programme on the flagship programme of  
the Ministry of  Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare at CSA Hall, Ahthibung, Peren on 
Dec. 12.

The programme was held with special 
focus on Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
and Soil Health Card.

Addressing the gathering as the chief  
guest, SDO (C) Jalukie T LankonsenT-

sanglao emphasised the need to create more 
awareness on all central government welfare 
schemes so that the real beneficiaries can 
avail benefits.

Joint director Agriculture, Letkholal 
Hangsing; chief plant manager, LPS Bottling 
Plant Indian Oil, Dimapur Lhungdim and 
manager NABARD Evan T Mungsang were 
resource persons for the programme.

The programme was chaired by head-
master GMS, Ahthibung Tonga Hangsing 
while keynote address was delivered by 
Regional Director DFP Mangjanggam and 
invocation prayer was said by Rev. Lanthom 
Gangte.

farming. He remarked that India 
will become a backbone of inter-
national policy only when Indian 
agricultural production will be able 
to feed every citizen of India and 

Northeastern states in particular as 
it has the highest potential.

He proposed a planning from 
bottom to top approach where 
the farmer’s indigenous technical 

knowledge should synergize with 
the modern technology. He further 
advised ATMA to transfer their 
knowledge to the farmers and not 
holding within themselves.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for  Municipal  Affairs 
Zhaleo Rio, on Tuesday, 
inaugurated and unfurled 
the plaque of  the new Sub 
Divisional Agricultural 
Office (SDAO) at Medz-
iphema. 

The Rio in his speech 
said it is a red letter day for 
Medziphema sub-division 
as the long felt need has 
been fulfilled. He said the 
inaugural of  SDAO office 
is a fruit of  development 

and a good sign of  the 
government’s performance. 
Medziphema is one of  the 
oldest administrative head-
quarters solely dependent 
on agro-based crops with 
great potential and which is 
also centrally located, said 
Rio. He also encouraged 
the public and officials to 
improve organic and im-
proved seed methods for 
income generation and 
surplus production.

He expressed gratitude 
to the government and also 

to the department in par-
ticular for the new SDAO 
which will benefit both 
rural and urban sectors. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by ADC Medz-
iphema Vikweno Chale, 
a brief  report about the 
establishment was given by 
Director Agriculture Helie 
Rüpreo while short speech 
was given by President 
Mechü Krotho Akhoto 
Kuotsu and vote of  thanks 
by DAO Dimapur Atoi 
Sema.

but the determination re-
sulted into a commendable 
success. He also said that 
constructing the road out 
of  self-resources is a noble 
action, an eye opener and 
a challenge which merits 
emulation by others to help 
ourselves for development 
and progress in the society.

K Janbemo Kikon, who 
initiated and coordinated 
with Tsatheo Kikon for 
the self  help project, said 
it was a long felt need of  
the colony to have a mo-
torable road which can 
reach neighbourhood.  Fi-
nally, the road came into 
existence through public 
cooperation as everyone 
was willing to donate part 
of  their residential land 
besides other required fac-
tors, he said.

Pastor Longla, Wobemo 
Kikon offered a dedicatory 
prayer and also congratu-
lated the colony people for 
gifting themselves with the 
new road during the Christ-
mas time.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
Minister for Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change 
Neiba Kronu graced the 
Kuzhathede Collegiate Fel-
lowship general session as 
the speaker on Dec. 9 at 
Union Christian School 
Pfütsero. 

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Kronu empha-
sised on learning and im-
parting quality education 
as it is the back bones of  
developing the society. He 
also stressed on the impor-
tance of  community based 
initiatives for achieving 
such goal. He encouraged 
the gathering to have a 
sense of  belongingness for 
the welfare of  future gen-
erations. 

President Kuzhathep-
he Public Organisation 
(KTPO) Senokha Losou 
brought greetings while 
brief  repor t of  Union 
Christian School (UCS) un-
dertaking by KCF was pre-
sented by assistant teacher, 
Tewu Mero. The day was 

NU registrar in-charge, Prof. 
NS Jamir applauded the ATMA, 
KVK and ICAR for their interven-
tion in enhancing agriculture in 
the state. He also challenged them 
to enhance the marketing policy 
by exporting more and importing 
less.

PD ATMA Zunheboto, K 
Khekiho Shohe in his keynote ad-
dress proposed better co-ordination 
between all Agri & Allied depart-
ments and share knowledge about 
each other’s programs/schemes so 
as to work in convergence through 
the ATMA platform.

Power point presentations were 
presented by all Agri & Allied 
department and eight blocks of  
ATMA Zunheboto.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The 
first edition of  “The Farmers’ 
Dream,” a newsletter of  ATMA 
Zunheboto was released by the 
special guests during the ATMA 
management committee meeting 
on Dec. 7. 

The newsletter highlights vari-
ou activities undertaken by ATMA 
Zunheboto including the celebra-
tion of Zunheboto town platinum 
jubilee cum Ahuna festival.

The meeting held at Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra, Nagaland University, 
Lumami campus was graced by 
vice-chancellor in-charge, Prof. A 
K Singh as special guest.

Vice chancellor in his speech 
stressed on the growth of sustain-
able agriculture through organic 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
A newly constructed mo-
torable road was inaugurat-
ed at Longla village B Khel 
colony on Dec Tuesday. 

A release mentioned 

that the road was con-
structed by contributing 
and labour by both resi-
dents and non-residents of  
the colony. 

Opening approximate-

ly 300 metres road as the 
chief  guest, C Thungbemo 
Kikon, the village chairman 
observed that, given the na-
ture of  the village which is 
built by the forefathers on 

layers and plates of  rocks, 
constructing the road by 
erecting a retaining wall of  
about 6 feet and filling and 
levelling it up with boulders 
proved to be a hard work 

favoured with special pres-
entations from Kuzhathep-
he Students Pfutsero Govt. 
College, Kuzhie Cultural 
Society Pfutsero and by the 
students of  UCS. 

The formal session was 
followed up with a Discus-
sion Hour led by advisor 
KCF, Welete Kapfo, where 
the house unanimously 
approved to change the 

nomenclature of  Kuzhath-
ede Collegiate Fellowship 
to Kuzhathepe Collegiate 
Fellowship as directed by 
parent body KTPO. The 
programme was attended 
by different village council 
chairman, student leaders, 
pastors, representatives 
and leaders from various 
public organisations of  
the area.
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MP Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio along with the SAYO silver jubilee commi ee members inViswema village on December 13. EM Images

Parliamentary secretary Levi Rengma inaugura ng the new PWD office complex in Dimapur on December 12.

Lithrongla G Chishi speaking at the launch of Coopso  in Kohima on 
December 13.

Governor PB Acharya inaugura ng the conference’s monolith in Zutovi village on December 13.

Cooperation dept. launches ‘Coopsoft’ app

NBCD noties residents

Rio advocates improvising culture 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
With virtually no sign of  
development in the State, 
Governor PB Acharya has 
called upon the students 
to fight corruption, which 
according to him is the big-
gest disease ailing the Naga 
society.

Stating that Nagaland 
has a budget of  INR 1500 
crore every year coaxed the 
students to ponder where 
has all the money gone. He 
added that every MLA gets 
INR two crore annually for 
the development of  their 
respective constituency. 

Acharya said this while 
addressing the inaugural 
session of  the 48th general 
conference of  Sumi Kiphi-
mi Kuqhakulu (SKK) in 
Zutovi village on Decem-
ber 13.

“Road connectivity is 
a political job, it should be 
done by your politicians, 
bureaucrats, contractors 
and you have to question 
them. Stand against cor-
ruption, it is the biggest dis-
ease. Every year, Nagaland 
has a budget of  Rs 1500 
crore, where does it go?” 
he said.

In response to the rep-
resentation submitted to 
him regarding develop-
ment of  Nagaland Uni-
versity (NU), Lumami, 
Acharya has termed as 
‘pertinent and important.’ 
Making a comparison with 
the neighbouring Tezpur 
University and NU which 
started at the same year, he 
remarked that the former 
had progressed by leaps 
and bounds while the latter 

INAUGURATION OF NEWLY CREATED
SUB-DIVISIONAL AGRICULTURE OFFICER (SDAO) OFFICE

MEDZIPHEMA, DIMAPUR, DISTRICT

Chief Guest:- Shri Zhaleo Rio, IAS (Rtd) Hon’ble Parliamentary Secretary, 
Municipal A�airs, GON. Shri Helie Rupreo Director of Agriculture, Smti 
Vikhweno Chale, NCS Addl Dy Commissioner, Medziphema along with 
Senior o�cers of the Agriculture Department during the inauguration 
of Newly created SDAO Establishment Medziphema under Dimapur 
District on 12th December 2017.

KG-2225

was yet to see development 
in many areas.

Acharya pointed out 
that the conventional de-
grees being offered by 
universities in the country 
were hardly applicable to-
day and reminded about in-
cluding skill development 
in the last semester. Ach-
arya said there is nothing 
wrong in the conventional 
degrees but added “If  you 
want to make a golden Na-
galand you have to enter 
into the skill sector.”

He also spoke about 
the diminishing work cul-
ture where nobody wanted 
to be a welder, electrician, 
plumber etc. “These are 
the jobs required in every 
industry,” he said.

Acharya has described 
it as a “lamenting story” 
about the NU Lumami stu-
dents demanding a truck at 
least once in a week for go-

ing to Assam border to pur-
chase vegetables. He said 
the students’ grievances 
were presented to him dur-
ing one of  his visits to NU 
Lumami.

Touching upon the 
education sector, Acharya 
said that the government 
schools in Nagaland at-
tracted only the poor peo-
ple while the rich send their 
children to private schools.

Exhorting that young 
people have to be a game 
changer, he called for a 
change in the mindset. 
Acharya said Nagaland is 
overflowing with govern-
ment employees and that 
there was hardly any op-
portunity to get govern-
ment jobs.

“Many infrastructure 
are missing in schools, 
funds are coming in for 
Mid Day Meal Scheme but 
where are they vanishing?” 

he queried.
On the Naga political 

issue, Acharya reminded 
about the agreements 
inked by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment with NSCN (IM) 
and the six NNPGS and 
expressed hope that peace 
process would be finalised 
either before Christmas or 
immediately after Christ-
mas.

The Governor has 
praised the SKK for con-
ducting the programme 
in Sumi dialect saying, 
“Mother tongue is God-
given, be proud to be a 
Sumi but it does not mean 
about hating others. With-
out your mother tongue, 
you have no identity and 
you will be nowhere.”

The Governor upon his 
arrival unveiled the con-
ference monolith in the 
premises of  Zutovi Village 

Baptist Church.   
SKK president Ninoto 

Awomi, in his keynote ad-
dress, paid rich tributes to 
the pioneers and former 
leaders of  the union and 
also highlighted on the 
issues taken up by the 
union regarding transfer 
with post in the education 
department, SARDP, ille-
gal immigrants in Zunhe-
boto town, Mission Doing 
Right etc.

Sumi Hoho president 
Hekhushe Shikhu urged 
upon the youngsters to 
introspect into what they 
could contribute towards 
the society. “Revoke disu-
nity amongst yourself  and 
appreciate each other for 
the betterment of  our so-
ciety,” he said. He also en-
couraged preserving and 
promoting Sumi dialect.

NSF president Kesosul 
Christopher Ltu stressed 
on the issue of  illegal im-
migrants saying “unless 
we were ready to embrace 
work culture, the menace 
cannot be contained or ad-
dressed.”

In this connection, he 
pointed out that as long as 
the State’s economy is con-
trolled by others, the future 
is in jeopardy. He made a 
clarion call for promoting 
one another within the so-
ciety for a vibrant economy.

Convenor of  central 
organising committee S 
Zhevihe Swu chaired the 
programme, while Rev. 
Dr. Hevukhu Achumi, ex-
ecutive secretary WSBAK, 
pronounced the invoca-
tion. 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
Secretary of  Cooperation, 
Lithrongla G Chishi, has 
launched the much awaited 
“CoopSoft”- cooperative 
information management 
application on Decem-
ber 13 in the office of  the 
Registrar of  Cooperative 
Societies, Kohima, in the 
presence of  the department 
officials and staff.

The software applica-
tion CoopSoft was devel-
oped by Teth Allied Serv-
ices, Nagaland, to meet the 
MIS requirements of  the 
department. According to 
DIPR report, the key fea-
tures of  the CoopSoft in-
cluded holistic information 
of  cooperative societies at 
a single click of  button; up-
dated information on loan, 
recovery and audit of  co-
operatives; automated in-
formation on outstanding 
loans; production details of  
the cooperative societies; 
integrated SMS gateway; 
quick access to employee 

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary of  
housing, Levi Rengma in-
augurated the new PWD 
office complex in Dimapur 
on December 12.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Levi informed that 
the concept of  new office 
building is to accommo-
date all the PWD offices 
under one roof to provide 
smooth functioning and 
for better services to the 

public.
Terming the officers 

and staff  lucky to be posted 
in Dimapur and with the 
new state-of-the-art office 
building, he urged every-
one to work harder and 
double their effort to deliv-
er goods to the people.

The programme was 
invoked by executive sec-
retary of  UBCANEI Rev. 
L Hevoto Awomi, while 
the technical report was 

presented by the chief  
engineer of  PWD (Hous-
ing) J Talimeren Aier and 
short speech was delivered 
by chief  engineer of  PWD 
(R&B) Krosu Rhetsuo. 
The vote of  thanks was de-
livered by additional chief  
engineer of  PWD (Hous-
ing) H Kahuto Sumi. The 
programme was chaired 
by commissioner and sec-
retary (W&H) Bendang-
kokba.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): In an attempt 
to declare the colony as alcohol and to-
bacco free zone, Notun Bosti Council 
Dimapur (NBCD) has directed all the 
house owners to vacate tenants indulging 
in illegal activities such as selling of  liquor 
within its jurisdiction before December 15.

The colony has issued this order in pur-
suance to the December 15, 2016, notifica-

tion and reaffirmed through its memoran-
dum dated October 20, 2017.

The council chairman E Jon Ezung 
and the secretary Kavito Ayemi have 
warned to initiate action/ fine against any-
one failing to comply with directive. It fur-
ther stated that wilful defaulters would be 
expelled from Notun Bosti jurisdiction as 
per the council constitution.

TGSU urges to 
restore power
Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
Tesophenyu Group Stu-
dents’ Union (TGSU) has 
drawn the attention of pow-
er department for immediate 
and alternative arrangement 
in installing transformer in 
Tesophenyu village within 
three days beginning from 
December 13 to 15. 

TGSU president AP 
Francis Magh and the gener-
al secretary Michael Seb stat-
ed that Tesophenyu group 
has been facing immense 
hardships without electricity 
for nearly two months owing 
to utter negligence and luke-
warm attitude of the con-
cerned department despite 
repeated requests. 

The union has made 
this appeal it would be host-
ing the forthcoming 39th 
Rengma Students’ Union 
(RSU) general conference 
from December 18 to 20 at 
Tesophenyu village. The un-
ion added that absence of  
power supply to the village 
would further multiply prob-
lems and chaos causing im-
measurable consequences. 

The union has, therefore, 
urged the concerned depart-
ment to immediately restore 
the transformer within the 
stipulated time. The union 
has further cautioned to take 
its own course of action if  
the concerned department 
fails to fulfil its demand.

Kohima Bureau
Viswema, Dec. 13 
(EMN): Member of  Parlia-
ment, Lok Sabha, Neiphiu 
Rio has emphasised the 
need for improvising the 
rich culture and traditions 
so that it is in tandem with 
the fast pace of  the advanc-
ing world.

Speaking as the chief  
guest at the silver jubilee 
celebrations of  the South-
ern Angami Youth Or-
ganization (SAYO) at John 
Higher Secondary School 
ground, Viswema village, 
on December 13, Rio as-
serted the need to impro-
vise traditions and urged 
the youth to spearhead to-
wards this venture.

It may be mentioned 
that the SAYO 25 years 
was celebrated on the 
theme “Rekindling Tradi-
tions.”

“There is always a need 
to improvise our culture 
and traditions so that it is 
in tune with the progress 
of  the modern era, and 
further for the present gen-
eration to find its adaptabil-
ity,” Rio said mentioning 
that culture and traditions 
are our identity. He shared 
his apprehension that Naga 
identity would be lost if  the 
people fail to improvise 
culture and traditions.

Stating that what has 
been practised by forefa-
thers in the past cannot be 
the same today, Rio, how-
ever, sensed the urgency of  
reviving the aged old tradi-
tional practices into how it 
fits best for the present gen-
eration to go along with it.

“By improvising our 
culture and traditions, it 
will become easier for the 
upcoming generation to 
cope with it. And this has 
become necessary of our 
times,” the MP said mak-
ing a reference of improvis-
ing the Naga attires, songs, 
dance and even food habits.

To the youth, he told 
them to raise above their 
comfort zones and shoul-
der the responsibility of  the 
present times. “The youth 
are the backbone and voice 
of  the Naga society. You 
are our hope and future,” 
Rio added.

Addressing a host of  
youth members including 
both men and women, 
Rio also advised them 
not to undermine games 
and sports activities, but 
to actively take part in 
sports with the attempt to 
make it a career. He re-
garded sports as a profes-
sion where a lot youth can 
make the maximum ben-
efits if  taken seriously.

The MP Lok Sabha, 
on the day, lauded the pio-
neers and all those who 
rendered their services in 
bringing SAYO thus far.

Parliamentary Sec-
retary, Vikho-o Yhoshü, 
who graced the celebration 
as guest of  honour along 
with Parliamentary Secre-
tary, Kropol Vitsu, lauded 
SAYO for attaining 25 
years.

“Let us be strong as we 
march ahead with greater 
responsibilities for our so-
ciety,” Yhoshü urged.

In his address, Kropol 
Vitsu ha stressed on the 
need to preserve the Naga 
heritage.

“It cannot be the same 
in sticking to our culture 
as to what our forefathers 
practised. Nevertheless, 
the challenge lies in us to 
maintain our identity if  not 
get lost in this vast world,” 
Vitsu stated.

“In rekindling tradi-
tions, the first and foremost 
thing is to respect our cul-
ture,” he added.

President of  the An-
gami Youth Organisa-
tion (AYO), Neinguvotuo 
Krose, while congratulat-
ing SAYO for attaining 25 
years, also thanked SAYO 
members for its contribu-
tion towards the welfare of  

the Angamis and the Naga 
at large, adding that SAYO 
has been an important pil-
lar of  the AYO till date.

“AYO was formed to 
speak for the rights of  the 
Angami people and further 
to protect its members. The 
youth body started by our 
pioneers is still strong and 
very much active,” Krose 
said.

The SAYO presiden-
tial address was delivered 
by Neisizo Kuotsu, while 
SAPO president Neiketou 
Kiso and the council chair-
man of  Viswema village 
also addressed the gather-
ing.

The inaugural pro-
gramme, chaired by con-
venor of  organising com-
mittee Vitsorel Lcho, 
commenced with invoca-
tion pronounced by Rev. 
Atha Neikha, pastor of  
Viswema Baptist Church, 
while Keneikrul and friends 
presented the SAYO theme 
song. The vote of  thanks 
was tendered by Sizo Kire, 
co-convenor, organising 
committee.

Earlier, the chief  guest 
also unveiled a monolith 
commemorating the silver 
jubilee of  SAYO, which 
was dedicated by John 
Zao, pastor, Christian Re-
vival Church, Jakhama.

Faith hospital conducts prog. to combat dengue
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Dec. 13:  Faith Hospi-
tal Dimapur has organised an edu-
cational programme on “Dengue 
surveillance and outbreak response: 
What lessons for Dimapur” with Dr. 
Bertrand Lefebrve, Associate Pro-
fessor of  EHESP School of  Public 
Health, Paris, as the resource per-
son on December 13 in the hospital 
premises.

Making presentation on ‘the glo-
bal burden of  dengue’ the professor 
maintained that each year 400 mil-
lion new infections were detected out 
of  which 100 million manifested as 
illness.  He said four billion people 
in 128 countries are living at risk of  
infection adding there has been four-
fold increase of  dengue cases from 
1990 to 2013.  

“A re-emerging disease is happen-
ing mainly because of  globalisation 
and urbanisation with increased ex-
posure of  population (density, urban 

environment),” stated Dr. Lefebrve.  
Stressing on global strategy to 

combat dengue, he said new develop-
ments on vaccination are being made 
in Mexico, Brazil, Philippines, and 
Thailand to reduce mortality by 50% 
and morbidity by 25%.

In a brief  presentation on Di-
mapur scenario (but without much 
research), the professor suggested for 
a collective and integrated approach. 
He said that the main components 
of  dengue surveillance outbreak de-
tection leading to outbreak response 
can be conducted through vector sur-
veillance, syndromatic surveillance, 
climate surveillance, regional surveil-
lance, media surveillance rumours/
reports, disease surveillance (case 
threshold), viral surveillance (circu-
lating serotype).

He also put forward model con-
tingency plan of  WHO for Dimapur 
through implementing managerial 
capacity- financial management, ca-

pacity building, risk communica-
tion, inter-sectoral cooperation, out-
break investigation and declaration. 
On vector control, he has suggested 
enhance community engagement, 
differentiate between outbreak and 
seasonal interventions, monitor in-
secticide resistance routinely, and 
focus on quality of  vector interven-
tions and on clinical services, he has 
suggested facilitating hospital con-
tingency plans, ensure regular timely 
training, mortality reviews, and en-
sure timely alert of  clinicians.  

Managing Director of  Faith Hos-
pital and CEO of  Dimapur Medi-
cal Mission Dr. Sukhato A Sema 
informed that the seminar was or-
ganised to stay updated on the lat-
est research going on in the field of  
dengue. Also he informed that the 
Dimapur Medical Mission will be 
initiating an intensive programme to 
help control the dengue epidemic in 
Dimapur next year.     

details etc.
While lauding the de-

partment for the develop-
ment of  the software, the 
secretary exhorted the de-
partment to continue the 
positive actions that the 
department has initiated 
during the last one year es-
pecially on loans recovery, 
cancellation of  non-work-
ing cooperative societies, 
development of  genuine 

member cooperatives etc. 
She also opined that the 

newly recently launched 
CoopSoft would propel 
the department in moving 
ahead at a faster rate and 
added that such IT applica-
tions should also be repli-
cated for other departments. 

The programme was 
chaired by Wepe Ritse, 
Registrar of  Cooperative 
Societies, Nagaland.

AR apprehends three NSCN cadres
Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): Troops of  5 
Assam Rifles three suspected NSCN (K) 
cadres in an operation near Old Phuyetu 
village under Zunheboto district on De-
cember 12 and 13.

The arrested persons were identified 
as ‘ss’ chairman of  Sumi region Nitoi 
Sumi (53), son of  Lukhike Sumi, Khato-
ho Achumi (40), son of  Suhovi Achumi, 
and Vikheho Awomi (38), son of  Xukiye 
Awomi. All three are residents of  New 
Phuyeto village under Zunheboto district.

The troops also recovered arms and 
ammunition along with incriminating 
documents from them. The recoveries in-
cluded 5.56 mm A-1 Rifle with magazine, 
84 rounds of  5.56 mm caliber, one ammu-
nition pouch, 74 non local blank identity 
cards, one tax collection booklet with sev-
en counter foils and 11 leaves, 21 NSCN 
(K) letter head pads, one vehicle registra-
tion certificate of  Bajaj Discover (NL-07 J 
7910) in the name of  Ayeto Achumi, one 
government of  Nagaland identity card is-

sued by SDO, Electrical, Akuluto, three 
mobile phones and an unsigned hand 
written demand letter addressed to Ex-
ecutive Engineer of  Irrigatin and Flood 
Control Department, Zunheboto. 

Assam Rifles release stated that ac-
cused along with the recoveries were 
handed over to Zunheboto Police Station.

In a separate incident, troops of  32 
Assam Rifles recovered ammunitions and 
incriminating documents from a house in 
Diphupar D Khel on December 12. 

The troops recovered a total 55 live 
assorted rounds of  ammunition, one mis-
fired round and one fired cartridge case 
and tax collection letter of  NSCN (IM) 
and other incriminating documents. The 
team also recovered an identity card of  
one Apong Tangkhul, Tatar of  NSCN 
(IM) and resident of  D-Khel, Diphupar, 
4th Mile.

AR statement stated that the recov-
ered items were handed over to Diphupar 
Police Station, Dimapur.
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Shillong, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma on Wednesday 
claimed that the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) “did 
not ban mining of coal but 
banned only illegal coal 
mining” in Meghalaya.

Sangma maintained that 
coal could still be legally 
mined, with the state-
owned Meghalaya Mineral 
Development Corporation 
(MMDC) acting as an 
instrument to regulate 
mining activities in the state.

The green court had 
ordered an interim ban 
on “rat-hole” coal mining 
in the state since April 
17, 2014, after the All 
Dimasa Students’ Union 
and the  Dima Hasao 
District Committee filed 
an application before the 
tribunal, alleging that the 

water of the Kopili river was 
turning acidic due to coal 
mining in the Jaintia Hills.

“The NGT has not 
banned coal mining but only 
illegal coal mining,” the 
Chief  Minister said in his 
reply to a Calling Attention 
r a i s e d  b y  s u s p e n d e d 
C o n g r e s s  l e g i s l a t o r 
Pynshngain N. Syiem in the 
assembly.

“ . . . I l l ega l  because 
the mining activities do 
not conform with the 
statutory laws pertaining 
to environment, safety and 
health aspects. Therefore, all 
these statutory requirements 
have to be reflected in the 
mining plan and place 
before the NGT,” Sangma 
explained.

Informing the House 
that the MMDC would 
act as an “instrument” to 

provide immediate relief  
to coal miners, the Chief  
Min i s t e r  sa id :  “Th i s 
instrument (MMDC) will 
give immediate relief to our 
miners. The Corporation will 
also take all the necessary 
measures to prepare mining 
plan and in getting various 
clearances after getting 
mining lease from the central 
government.”

Moreover, he said the 
government roped in the 
MMDC pending the central 
government invoking Para 
12 A(b) of the Sixth Schedule 
to ensure provisions of the 
central laws related to coal 
mining were exempted in 
Meghalaya.

Allaying fears over the 
ownership of  coal mines, 
Sangma sa id:  “There 
is need to be understood 
with complete clarity that 

MMDC is empowered by 
the mandate of a law to be 
utilised by the government 
to help people mine their 
coal which is not available 
for private miners.”

But the MMDC would 
take all necessary measures 
to prepare a mining plan and 
in getting various clearances 
after getting a mining lease 
from the central government, 
he added. 

“Mining activities can be 
done in a very transparent 
manner by appointing Mine 
Developer-cum-Operator in 
a transparent bidding system 
through national bidding 
where we can get the best 
of experts to have scientific 
mining. Besides, the mine 
owners will know the actual 
cost of  coal from their 
respective mines,” Sangma 
explained.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu , Dec. 13 (EMN): The Diphu 
town and markets within the area 
have been littered with garbage after 
the employees decided not to work 
since Sunday.

The agitation was called by the 
staff  of  Diphu Town Committee 
(DTC) demanding the release of their 
pending salaries. 

For four days garbage dumping 
areas are being left untouched 
emanating odour from the market 
wastes.

It may be mentioned that this year 
the staff  of DTC has taken up strikes 
twice demanding pending salaries. 

The first was in May 4, while on 
Sept. 15 also the staff  had ceased 
work until their demands were not 
met.

An employee of DTC on condition 
of anonymity said that salaries of 52 
months from 2011 till date were not 
cleared to them while lamenting that 
only few months salary were given to 
them during their last agitation.

On the other hand a vegetable 
vendor passing a comment said they 
pay an amount of Rs. 20 every month 
to DTC for cleaning purposes. The 

DTC authority only knows to extract 
money from shopkeepers and vendors, 
but does not fulfil their duty of keeping 
the town clean. 

A fruit vendor then said that the 
first and foremost priority should be 
given to the sweeper section as they 
are the section of  people who makes 
the town area clean while citing that 
they pay Rs. 40 every month as tax 
to DTC.

The DTC employees informed 

that a demand has been given to the 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, 
Executive Member In charge Town 
and Country planning, Ratan Teron 
on Dec. 7  regarding the problems 
failing on which the DTC would 
organise strike. After which the 
employees started off  the agitation 
unanimously since Dec. 10, Sunday. 

While filling up this report, no 
meeting has been called to call off  the 
agitation. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 13 (EMN): Manipur Governor 
Dr Najma Heptulla on Wednesday received 
a team of 10 member Buddhist delegation 
led by Bhikshu Gyomyo Nakamura, Japan 
at Raj Bhavan. 

The Governor recounting her experiences 
on her visits to Asian countries interacted 
with the delegation team and discussed on 
the strong relations shared between Manipur 
and Japan.

Governor Dr Najma Heptulla said that 
Manipur had an emotional relationship with 
Japan from way back early years. 

During the interaction she said that she 
had discussion on the Indo-Japanese relation 
and Manipur-Japanese relation with the 
Ambassador of  Japan a year back during 
which she had discussed about the cleaning 
of the Loktak Lake, the largest fresh water 
lake in North-East India.

The Governor also informed the 
Buddhist delegation that she has given an 
invitation to the Japanese delegation taking 
part in the Business Summit during the 
Sangai Festival to invest in Manipur for 
building roads and to improve connectivity 
in the state.

Stating that Japan should build roads 
in Manipur for connectivity with the entire 
South East Asia, Governor Dr Heptulla 
said she is also pursuing the matter with the 
government to have good connectivity with 
the entire South East Asian countries as well.

She added that there is a close cultural 
relation between India and South East 
Asian Countries and that the India’s ethos 
is spread throughout the Asian countries 
which are evident in the religious practices 
of Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism. She 
also reminded the Buddhist delegation that 
the Prime Minister spoke about the ancient 
relations shared with Japan at the recently 
concluded South East Asian Summit.

Dr Heptulla also said that Japan occupies 
a special place in the hearts of every citizen 
of Manipur. She said that the strong ties are 
not only based on Buddhism, but from the 
World War II. 

She assured the delegates that there will 
be many more relationships with Japan in 
the near future. The governor also asked the 
delegation team to visit the museum where 
the artefacts of  the World War are being 
displayed.

Buddhist delegate Bhikshu Gyomyo 
Nakamura said that the main purpose of  
their visit is to pray for souls of  the war 
victims of  the Japanese Army, the Indian 
Army and the civilians who died during 
the World War II particularly Japanese-
Imphal- Ladakh war. Japanese people want 
to connect with the North East people of  
India and that he requested the governor to 
make the state government provide good 
connectivity so that the Japanese tourist can 
visit the state and can also promote Manipur 
tourism.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec 13 (EMN): 
Imphal has been receiving 
the highest rainfall in the 
current year 2017 since 1956, 
according to Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) Imphal Centre. The 
total rainfall recorded in 
2017 till December 13 was 
2439.4 mm which is 68.71 
percent above the state’s 
recorded normal annual 
rainfall (1446.3 mm).

R a i n f a l l  a b o v e 
2000mm were recorded 
only in 1991(2110.6mm)  
and 1993(2171.6mm), 
says  Jo int  Direc tor  I 
Meghachandra of  ICAR 
Imphal centre in a press 
release on Wednesday. 
Rain in January, February 
and November months in 
the current year (2017) are 
below normal rainfall rates 
with 70.8 percent, 52.3 
percent and 79.5percent 
of  the monthly normal 
rainfall record respectively.

But during the remaining 
months, the monthly rainfalls 
were above normal. During 
March to October 231.7 
percent, 128 percent, 32.2 

percent, 66.9 percent,10.6 
percent,140.4 percent,95.7 
percent and with 784 percent 
in December 2017 above 
normal were received.

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  h i g h e s t 
amount of  rainfall was 
recorded on March 31 
(103.4mm) and highest 
monthly rain record was 

set in December 2017 with 
116.3mm (till December 
13,  2017).  As per the 
daily weather reports of  
the researcher centre, the 
incessant rainfall which 
started from Dec. 9 and 
continued til l  Dec. 12 
was 116.1mm forcing the 
Miss Manipur and Orange 

Fest ival  organisers  to 
postpone their events. The 
area received 1967.5mm of  
rainfall from June to Sept. 
24 against last year’s record 
of  1850.9mm rainfall.

Ear l ie r  the  Indian 
Meteorological Department 
r e p o r t s  s u g ge s t  r a i n 
deficiency in Manipur. 

Off ic ia ls  of  Regional 
Meteorological Centre, 
Guwahati had recently 
claimed that Manipur is 
facing a 35 percent rain 
deficiency in this year’s 
monsoon. The state receives 
just  883.1mm rainfal l 
against its actual rainfall of  
around 1361.5mm during 
2017 monsoon.

While researchers are 
trying to analyst the rainfall 
pattern, the farmers of  the 
state has been suffering from 
continuous form of floods. 
The rain in the last four days 
in Manipur submerged a 
large area of paddy fields in 
Mayanglangjing area in the 
state. The Mayanglangjing 
Youth Youths and Library 
Club have sought help 
and assistance from the 
authority. 

Manipur have witnessed 
as many as five times flood 
within a period of  five 
months since cyclone mora 
hit the state in May this year. 

So far properties worth 
crores of  rupees have been 
destroyed besides claiming 
lives of  not less than 20 
people.

Guwahati, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Assam Chief  Minis ter 
Sarbananda Sonowal has 
sought  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s intervention 
on the issue of the waters of  
river Brahmaputra, that flows 
in from China, turning black 
in parts of the state.

Sonowal met the Prime 
Minister in New Delhi on 
Tuesday. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, 
Minister of Road Transport, 
Water Resources and River 
Development Nitin Gadkari, 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj.

The Prime Minister 
assured Sonowal that the 
Centre took up the matter 
seriously and even engaged 
Central Water Commission 
to look into the matter and 
directed the Ministry of Water 
Resources to take remedial 
steps on a war footing. Modi 
also asked other ministries 
to work in synergy and 
directed the Ministry of Water 
Resources to ensure scientific 
tests of  the Brahmaputra 
water to ascertain the physical 
and chemical composition of  
the river water where it turned 

black.
Considering the trans-

nat ional  extent  of  the 
Brahmaputra, the Prime 
Minister also asked the 
External Affairs Ministry to 
take up the matter with the 
respective country to get into 
the root cause of the problem 
and find a positive solution.

S w a s h m a  S w a r a j 
maintained that her ministry 
took up the matter very 
seriously and has already 
contacted China and a 
pragmatic and exhaustive 
study is being undertaken to 
find the real cause. 

S o n o w a l  i n f o r m e d 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M o d i 
that the state government 
following the development 
directed Director General of  
Emergency and Fire Services 
A.P. Rawat to collect water 
samples from 15 places 
from Jonai to Dhubri and 
in pursuance to the direction 
Emergency and Fire Services 
Department already sent 
the water samples to the 
Indian Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Hyderabad and 
IIT, Guwahati. Minister 
o f  Wa t e r  R e s o u r c e s , 
Government of  Assam also 
was directed to do the needful 
considering the problem.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
12 Assam Rifles of  26 
Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  IGAR (South) 
recovered 1335 numbers 
of  WY tablets worth Rs 
6.675 lacs.

A press note issued 
by the Inspector General 
Assam Rif les  (South) 
mentions that on Dec. 
12  based  on  spec i f i c 
information at around 
1:15 pm one blue coloured 
P u l s a r  m o t o r  c y c l e 
travelling from Moreh 

to Imphal was stopped 
for checking at PVCP, 
Khudengthabi, Tengnoupal 
district. 

During the checking 
the vehicle was found 
in possession of  1335 
numbers of  WY tablets, 
which were hidden under 
the seat of  the motor cycle, 
stated the release.

The recovered items 
along with apprehendee is 
said to have been handed 
over  to Moreh Pol ice 
Station.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
( IANS) :  The  cen t ra l 
government on Wednesday 
approved Rs 305.14 crore 
assistance for Manipur, 
Mizoram and Kerala that 
faced floods, landslides and 
drought in 2016, causing 
heavy loss of  property in 
these states, an official said.

T h e  d e c i s i o n  wa s 
taken a t  a  h igh- leve l 
committee meeting for 
central assistance, chaired 
by Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh. In the wake 
of  floods and landslides, 
the committee decided to 
allocate Rs 130.65 crore to 
Manipur and Rs 49.02 crore 

to Mizoram. The committee 
approved an allocation of Rs 
125.47 crore for drought-hit 
Kerala that suffered damage 
to Rabi and Kharif crops. 

The amount approved 
for Manipur will be allocated 
from the National Disaster 
Relief Fund (NDRF). 

Mizoram will receive 
Rs 42.77 crore from the 
NDRF and Rs 6.25 crore 
from the National Rural 
Drinking Water Programme 
(NRDWP) fund.  The 
amount  approved for 
Kerala includes Rs 112.05 
crore from the NDRF and 
Rs 13.42 crore from the 
NRDWP.

Guwahati, Dec. 13 (IANS): At least 
eight tea garden workers were injured in 
Assam’s Golaghat district on Wednesday 
after the owners fired upon a group of  
protesters, police said.

The incident took place at Bogidhola 
tea estate in the district when a group of  
the labourers went to meet the owners of  
the garden demanding bonus which had 
been kept pending, police said.

“We went to the house of the owner 
inside the garden to meet them for bonus. 
The owners, Sudhir Roy and Samit Roy, 
fired at us from their gun and pistol. 
Five people received bullet injuries while 
several others were also injured while 
escaping from the spot,” said one of the 
workers.

Later, the tea garden workers laid 

siege to the owners’ house and blocked 
the roads in protest.

“Five tea estate labourers received 
bullet injuries while three others received 
other injuries while escaping from the 
scene. We have rescued the two owners 
of  the garden and seized their licensed 
weapons which were used to fire upon the 
workers,” said a police official.

“The situation is under control now 
and we are investigating the matter,” the 
official added. 

The labourers of  the garden had 
been demanding 14 per cent bonus since 
October. However, the garden authorities 
agreed to pay only 8.33 per cent bonus and 
subsequently released it. The labourers 
were, however, adamant on their demand 
for 14 per cent bonus.

Agartala, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Tripura’s ruling CPI-M and 
the BJP on Wednesday 
accused each other of  
damaging Hindu idols to 
fuel communal tensions 
ahead of Assembly polls in 
February.

B i j a n  D h a r,  t h e 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) state 
Secretary, said Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak  Sangh 
(RSS) cadres backed by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 

had damaged the idols of  
goddesses in at least six 
different places in the state.

“These were done 
to  c rea te  communal 
tensions in Tripura before 
the Assembly election,” 
said Dhar. He said police 
arrested some people, 
including BJP and RSS 
members, in connection 
with the incidents. One 
of the BJP workers was a 
former militant. The BJP 
refuted the accusations 

and blamed the Left for 
the sacrilege. The reports 
of  damage to idols first 
appeared in the CPI-M 
mouthpiece ‘Daily Desher 
Katha’ ,  BJP Tripura 
President Biplab Kumar 
Deb told the media. “(By) 
creating communal tension 
and ethnic trouble, the 
CPI-M has remained in 
power for around 25 years. 
They always divided people 
on communal and ethnic 
lines,” he said.

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Even as the Centre aspires to 
improve connectivity in the 
northeast under its Act East 
Policy, the two-laning of a crucial 
43-km highway is hanging fire as 
Meghalaya’s Khasi Autonomous 
District Council (KHADC) has 
delayed its nod for acquiring land 
for the project.

The project, worth almost Rs 
500 crore, will, once completed, 
ease trade and travel to the Indo-
Bangladesh border. It has been 
pending for the last three years.

W h i l e  t h e  M e g h a l aya 
gover nment has permitted 
the central government-run 
NHIDCL (National Highways 
& Infrastructure Development 
Corporation Limited) to perform 
civil works on the stretch from 

Nongstoin to Wahkaji, this cannot 
begin till there is a NOC (No 
Objection Certificate) from the 
KHADC, a powerful autonomous 
body led by Meghalaya’s assertive 
Khasi tribe.

Earlier, on the same issue, an 
18-km stretch from Wahkaji to the 
Mawthabah, a uranium-rich area, 
was deleted from the main project.

However, the stretch being a 
spur from Wahkaji, the project 
will be taken up after the NOC is 
issued.

According to documents on 
the project’s status, the work on 
two-laning the stretch had been 
awarded at the lowest bid of  Rs 
350.11 crore of M/s BSCPL Infra 
Ltd on October 31, 2014.

However,  the work was 
transferred to NHIDCL on July 17, 

2015. A number of attempts were 
made without success to obtain 
the NOC and so the contract 
awarded to M/s BSCPL Infra was 
withdrawn on September 8, 2016.

Sources in the Ministry of  
Road Transport and Highways 
(MORTH) said that while many 
letters have been written to the 
Meghalaya government, there 
has been no concrete reply on 
the project, which is part of  the 
government’s Special Accelerated 
Road Development Programme 
in North East (SARDP-NE) 
project.

“Many a times the matter has 
been taken up with Meghalaya’s 
Chief Secretary. Land acquisition 
for the stretch is immediately 
needed and the local residents 
have given their consent for it. 

However, the KHADC was not 
issuing the NOC, leading to 
cancellation of  agreement (with 
the contractor),” a source in the 
ministry told IANS.

The need for  the  NOC 
becomes mandatory under the 
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement Act, 2013. It 
states that in case of  acquisition 
or alienation of  any land in 
the scheduled areas, the prior 
consent of  the concerned Gram 
Sabha/ Panchayat/Autonomous 
District Councils ...under the fifth 
schedule of the constitution, shall 
be obtained in all the cases.

However, the KHADC says it 
is planning to give the NOC very 
soon and the delay was caused by 
some NGOs expressing concern 
over environmental damage to the 

uranium-rich Domiasiat area.
“The delay in giving the NOC 

was due to some NGOs having 
concern over the Domiasiat 
area which is rich in Uranium. 
However, we are planning to 
finalise the matter during our next 
meeting,” KHADC Chairman L. 
Nongsiej told IANS.

The KHADC is ready to 
cooperate with the state bodies on 
the road project, Nongsiej added. 

C u r r e n t ly,  M e g h a l aya , 
which shares a 443 km border 
with Bangladesh, does not have 
any other road project ready to 
be executed under the Centre’s 
monitor ing.  NHIDCL has 
meanwhile initiated the process of  
re-inviting bids for the Nongstoin-
Wahkaji section with the reduced 
length of 43.06 km.
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PTI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi with FICCI President Pankaj Patel and President-elect  Rashesh Shah   during the 90th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

LG launches LG V30+ in 
India, priced at Rs 44,990Your money is safe in banks, says Modi on FRDI

Prasad to meet IT industry tomorrow 
on digital economy roadmap

ACT Fibernet to offer 1 Gbps 
speed in Bengaluru

Market turns shaky on ADB 
growth forecast, macro fears

Swiggy acqui-hires 48East

Rise in imports widens 
India’s Q2 CAD to $7.2 bn

By 2022, 37% of India’s 
workforce would be in new jobs

ing in June.
“This will essentially be a consultation on 

the roadmap for digital economy,” said Ajay 
Prakash Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry of  
Electronics and Information Technology.

When contacted, National Associa-
tion of  Software and Services Companies 
(Nasscom) President R Chandrashekhar said 
tomorrow’s meeting is expected to deliberate 
on measures that are needed to tap the huge 
digital opportunity in India.

“The idea is to understand imperatives 
for the government and industry in tapping 
the opportunity,” said Chandrashekhar, who 
will attend the meeting.

India is aspiring to become a USD 1 
trillion digital economy in next few years, 
given the slew of opportunities in areas like 
IT and IT enabled services, e-commerce, 
electronics manufacturing, digital payments 
and cyber security. The previous meeting in 
June this year was attended by experts like 
Chandrashekhar, Wipro’s Rishad Premji, In-
dian Cellular Association National President 
Pankaj Mohindroo, Internet and Mobile As-
sociation of India President Subho Ray and 
Hike Messenger CEO Kavin Bharti Mittal, 
among others.

The latest round of discussion assumes 
significance as it comes at a time when the 
industry, both electronics and software, is 
engaged in pre-Budget consultations with 
the government. Earlier this week, the soft-
ware industry, under the aegis of Nasscom, 
had sought a resolution of the issues related 
to service tax refunds and GST during the 
pre-Budget meeting with Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI   Dated Kohima, the 27th Nov, 2017OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. Y. KIHOLI ROCHILL W/O LT. M. MOATEMJEN LONGCHAR, 
Research O�cer, A.T.I Nagaland, Km resident of Lower P.R. Hill, Kohima  has 
applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- 
Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment & Gratuity. Bank A/C No.10277137694 
SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.444598017 L.I.C’s New Endowment 
Plan. Who expired on 25.10.2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2224

CHANGE OF NAME
I, JC-310607Y SUB 
N ANIL KUMAR 
have changed my 
daughter name 
from APARNA to 
APARNA. AB vide 
A�davit No.2696/17, 
Dt.13 Dec 2017 
sworn before Notary 
Dimapur.

D-4905

PRASAR BHARATI
INDIA’S PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTER

ALL INDIA RADIO:KOHIMA

IN APPRECIATION

All India Radio, Kohima would like to acknowledge the contributions 
and support of all the Sponsors, the Tourism Department, Judges, 
Participants, Volunteers, Press & Media and Well Wishers for the 
successful conduct of the Choral Music Competition held at Naga 
Heritage Village, Kisama on 8th December, during the 18th Hornbill 
Festival 2017.

We look forward to be associated with you in the near future as we 
continue to inform, educate, entertain and integrate the people of 
the State.

 Head of Programme Head of O�ce
 All India Radio, Kohima All India Radio, Kohima

KG-2223

The Beauty and Aesthetic Society of Nagaland would 
like to convey its appreciation to all Sponsors and Well 
Wishers for their Support and Contribution during the 
Miss Nagaland 2017 Pageant.

1. Shri C. Apok Jamir, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Department of Tourism.

2. Department of Tourism, Government of Nagaland. 
3. Kohima Municipal Council.
4. Election Commission, Nagaland.
5. Commissioner O�ce, Nagaland
6. Department of Power, Nagaland 
7. LIC
8. BBlunt
9. AVON
10. Symphony Academy of Music
11. Trig Empower Institute
12. N.H.D Cars
13. Chisel Bodyworks Gym
14. JStudio Creations
15. East Gate Hotel
16. Hotel URA
17. Beat Devices
18. Johnny D’Ascoli
19. Otiben Pongen
20. LUSH
21. Universal Power Solutions
22. Resource Persons
23. The Panel of Judges and Tabulators.
24. All Participants and Music Artistes.
25. RCEMPA.
26. Music Task Force
CREDITS 
1. Hosts - Ms. Meren Imsong & Mr. Imnanukshi jamir
2 . Make up Artiste & Hair Stylist - Ms Lomi Shikhu
3. Choreographer - Mr. Theja Sekhose.
4. Designer - Norah & Dorah
4. Warden - Ms. Medozeno
4. Lights - Headlights
5. Sound - Music Task Force
6. Graphics & Video Programming - Mr. Morotsung & 

Mr. Ashemo
7. Photographer - Mr Vitoto Sakhrie
8. Videographer - Black & White
9. Programme Co - ordinator - Mr Lipokzulu
10. Stage and Director of the Pageant - Lanutoshi Lemtur

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Beauty and Aesthetics Society of Nagaland.
K-1495

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (PTI): 
Korean tech giant LG today 
launched its flagship premi-
um smartphone LG V30+ in 
India at Rs 44,990 as it aims 
to grow its handset business 
in the country.

“We are pretty bullish 
on LG V30+ because of its 
superior features, including 
camera quality. LG V30+ 
would stand out in prefer-
ence for people who matter. 
We expect to sell two times 
more units of  LG V30+ 
compared to its predecessor 
LG V20,” said Amit Gujral, 
Corporate Marketing (Head) 
LG Electronics India.

He, however, refused 
share financial details.

The device comes with 
F1.6 aperture camera lens, 
OLED FullVision display, 
Cine Video mode for pro-
ducing movie quality videos, 
advanced Hi-Fi Quad DAC 
for immersive audio and 
voice recognition, Gujral 
added. It features a 6-inch 
display, 4GB RAM, 128GB 
of  internal storage, which 
is further expandable via a 
micro-SD card slot, 16MP 
rear and 5MP front camera 
and 3,300 mAh battery.

LG will offer one-time 
screen replacement, and a 
wireless charger and in-app 
content (game Beat Fever 
worth Rs 6,400) free with 
the device.

Bengaluru, Dec. 13 (PTI): 
Internet service provider 
ACT Fibernet today said it 
will offer 1 Gbps (gigabits 
per second) speed in the 
city, placing it among the 
few global locations to offer 
such high broadband speed 
to consumers.

ACT Fiber net  had 
launched the service in Hy-
derabad earlier this year.

“ W i t h  t o d a y ’ s 
launch,Bengaluru is among 
few global locations like 
Seoul, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore and some cities in the 
US like Kansas that have 
giga broadband speed for 
consumers,” Atria Conver-

gence Technologies CEO 
Bala Malladi said.

Talking to PTI, Malladi 
said the company expects 
entrepreneurs and small 
office-home office (SOHO) 
users to subscribe to the 
service that will be avail-
able for Rs 5,999.

“There are a number of  
startups working in the ar-
eas of  augmented reality/
virtual reality and Internet 
of  Things, who need these 
kinds of  speed to deliver 
performance.

We expect to see strong 
traction among users,” he 
said.ACT Fibernet, which 
has 1.25 million broadband 

customers, ranks third in 
the wired Internet service 
provider tally after state-run 
BSNL and Bharti Airtel.

Asked if  the company 
would expand the giga-
speed to other cities, he said 
any such expansion needs 
a strong back-end upgrade 
which ACT Fibernet is un-
dertaking, but declined to 
comment on the roadmap.

State IT Minister Priy-
ank Kharge, who was also 
present at the launch, said 
Bengaluru has been on the 
forefront of  innovation.

“The giga speed will 
further enable us to digitise 
the entire city,” he added.

Mumbai, Dec. 13 (PTI): 
A set of  lacklustre eco-
nomic data spoiled inves-
tor mood today as bench-
marks Sensex and Nifty 
gave in by surrendering all 
their early gains and ended 
in the red.

Participants got the 
chills as the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) today 
lowered India’s economic 
growth forecast for 2017 
-18 to 6.7 per cent from 7 
per cent, citing lingering 
effect of  domonetisation, 
transitory challenges to 
GST and weather- related 
risks to agriculture.

Government macro 
data were not favourable 
either, which showed No-
vember consumer inflation 
jumped to a 15-month 
high of  4.88 per cent and 
October industrial produc-
tion growth hit a 3-month 
low of  2.2 per cent.

Investors also looked 
forward to the Federal 
Reserve’s two-day policy 
meeting outcome later in 
the day.

The BSE index changed 

sides many a time, which 
settled down by 174.95 
points, or 0.53 per cent, 
at 33,053.04 -- a level last 
seen on December 7.

The previous day’s loss 
was 228 points.

The  50-share  NSE 
Nifty failed to hang on 
to 10,200 by falling 47.20 
points, or 0.46 per cent, at 
10,192.95 after hovering 
between 10,169.85 and 
10,296.55.

“It was another day 
of  losses on the bourses 
as key indices started the 
day on a subdued note 
and traded in negative 
zone on mixed Asian cues 
and data showing a surge 
in India’s consumer price 
inflation and a moderate 
growth in industrial pro-
duction,” said Karthikraj 
Lakshmanan, Senior Fund 
Manager Equities, BNP 
Paribas Mutual Fund.

Domestic institution-
al investors (DIIs) sold 
shares to the tune of  Rs 
853.67 crore while foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
bought equities net Rs 

843.20 crore yesterday, as 
per provisional data.

Cipla’s loss stood at 
2.13 per cent, the most for 
a Sensex component, fol-
lowed by Adani Ports.

S B I ,  I C I C I  B a n k , 
Bharti Airtel, L&T, Tata 
Steel and Power Grid ran 
up losses too. Kotak Bank, 
TCS, ONGC, Dr Reddy’s 
and Hindustan Unilever 
rose, cushioning the fall.

The BSE realty index 
was the hardest hit by 2.27 
per cent. Metal, capital 
goods and healthcare fell 
out of  favour.

In sync with the overall 
trend, the broader mar-
kets also witnessed selling, 
with the mid-cap index 
declining 0.84 per cent and 
small-cap 0.81 per cent.

Unitech crashed about 
14 per cent after the Su-
preme Court stayed NCLT 
order allowing the Centre 
to take over the manage-
ment of  the embattled 
firm.

The picture in the rest 
of  the globe was that of  a 
mixed one.

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (IANS): Around 37 
per cent of the country’s workforce would be 
employed in new job roles by 2022, a report 
said here on Wednesday.

The joint report by Ficci-Nasscom 
and EY said by 2022, nine per cent of the 
country’s 600 million estimated workforce 
would be deployed in jobs that do not exist at 
present. According to the report -- which pro-
vided insights into the future of jobs and vi-
sion of change for the job market in India by 
2022 -- exponential technologies in advanced 
markets is expected to improve productivity 
by 15-20 per cent in the next five years.

The joint report said 60-65 per cent of the 
Indian workforce in the IT-BPM would be 
deployed in jobs that have radically changed 
skill sets, followed by 55-60 per cent in BFSI 
(banking, financial services and insurance) 
and 50-55 per cent in the automotive sector.

It highlighted the impact that various 
primary forces such as globalisation, de-
mographics, and Industry 4.0/exponential 
technologies, are expected to have on the key 
sectors of the economy.

“Today, the adoption of  exponential 
technologies by companies in advanced mar-
kets is affecting the future of jobs in India. 
By 2022, new business process offshoring 
opportunities in North America/European 

markets are expected to become insignifi-
cant,” said Arunkumar Pillai, Partner - Skill 
Development, Government and Public Serv-
ices, EY.  “Hence, the need of the hour is to 
collaborate with and incentivise industry for 
skilling in exponential technologies to create 
an Industry 4.0 ready workforce,” he added. 
The report also provided an overview of the 
job creation rates across various sectors and 
the new jobs that will emerge in the next 
few years.

“In the organised manufacturing and 
service sector, the employment is expected to 
increase from the current 38 million to 46-48 
million by 2022,” the report said.

It added that all the new forms of em-
ployment are expected to add a further 20-
25 per cent to the workforce of the current 
“organised” sector in 2022.

“This would increase the share of  the 
organised sector in the overall economy to 10 
per cent from current level of eight per cent 
which is approximately 60 million in a work-
force of 600 million,” the report noted.

The new forms of employment would 
include contract employees in infrastructure 
sector, employer-entrepreneurs in technol-
ogy enabled employment models, freelance 
workers on online platform models and Uber 
workers, among others.

Bengaluru, Dec. 13 (PTI): Food ordering and delivery 
platform Swiggy today announced that it has acqui-hired 
city -based gourmet Asian food startup 48East.

48East is founded by Joseph Cherian and Nabhojit 
Ghosh, who will now join Swiggy’s New Supply business 
line, the company said in a release.

Swiggy said as COO of  the New Supply business line, 
Cherian’s expertise in the food infrastructure space would 
further strengthen its focus on solving gaps in consumer 
supply through various strategic initiatives.

This includes the recently launched Swiggy Access, 
where the company brings a variety of  food to consumers 
by enabling plug-and-play expansion for restaurant part-
ners in different areas, it said.

“With their deep understanding of  the food space and 
an impressive track record of  delivering a great consumer 
experience, the 48East team will equip Swiggy with addi-
tional capabilities,” Swiggy CEO Sriharsha Majety said.

Mumbai, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
An exponential rise in mer-
chandise imports widened 
India’s current account def-
icit (CAD) to $7.2 billion 
or 1.2 per cent of  the GDP 
in the second quarter of  
2017-18, from $3.4 billion 
reported in the correspond-
ing period in 2016-17.

However, on a sequen-
tial basis, the Q2 CAD 
narrowed down sharply 
from $15 billion reported 
for the preceding quarter, 
the Reserve Bank of  India’s 
(RBI) data on Balance of  
Payments (BoP) showed on 
Wednesday. 

“India’s CAD at $7.2 
billion (1.2 per cent of GDP) 
in Q2 of 2017-18 narrowed 
sharply from $15 billion 
(2.5 per cent of GDP) in the 
preceding quarter, but was 
substantially higher than 
$3.4 billion (0.6 per cent of  
GDP) in Q2 of  2016-17,” 
the RBI said.

“The widening of  the 

CAD on a year-on-year 
(y-o-y) basis was prima-
rily on account of  a higher 
trade deficit ($32.8 billion) 
brought about by a larger 
increase in merchandise 
imports relative to ex-
ports.”

According to RBI’s Q2 
BoP data, net services re-
ceipts increased by 13.1 
per cent on a y-o-y basis 
mainly on the back of  a 
rise in net earnings from 
software services and travel 
receipts.

“Private transfer re-
ceipts, mainly representing 
remittances by Indians em-
ployed overseas, amounted 
to $17.4 billion, increasing 
by 14.7 per cent from their 
level a year ago,” the coun-
try’s central bank said.

“In the financial ac-
count, net foreign direct 
investment at $12.4 billion 
in Q2 of  2017-18 moder-
ated from its level in Q2 of  
2016-17.”

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day sought to allay the fears 
of  bank account hold-
ers, saying their deposits 
in banks will be safe and 
their interests would not be 
harmed in any way.

Addressing the Ficci 
annual general meeting, he 
said rumours were being 

spread by some sections 
about provisions of the pro-
posed Financial Regula-
tion and Deposit Insurance 
(FRDI) Bill under which 
the depositors would suffer.

“The government is 
trying to strengthen the 
banking system by policy 
initiatives on a daily ba-
sis. But on social media 
rumours are being spread 

about the FRDI Bill, which 
is completely opposite to 
the reality. We are trying to 
protect the depositors inter-
est and the banks as well,” 
Modi said.

He was apparently refer-
ring to the raging controver-
sy over a bail-in provision in 
the FRDI Bill under which 
banks will be allowed to 
forfeit major portion of de-

posits of account holders in 
case of crisis in the financial 
institution.

The Prime Minister said 
the UPA government had 
completely spoilt the bank-
ing system of  the country. 
He said the biggest liability 
passed on by the previous 
government was the non-
performing assets (NPA).

Modi said the last gov-

ernment had put pressure 
on banks and forced them 
to lend to influential people, 
which further led to NPAs. 
“Commonwealth scam, 2G 
scam and Coal scam, and 
the biggest scam - the bank-
ing scam - all happened 
during UPA regime.”

He said the government 
is working to create a sys-
tem that is transparent and 

sensitive.
Talking about the Goods 

and Services Tax (GST), 
Modi said the government’s 
effort is to ensure that maxi-
mum businesses register for 
GST. “The more formal the 
system becomes, the more it 
will benefit the poor. It will 
enable easier availability 
of  credit from the banks, 
and reduce cost of logistics, 
thereby enhancing competi-
tiveness of businesses.”

Modi recal led that 
around the time of  Ficci’s 
founding in 1927, Indian 
industry had united against 
the Simon Commission that 
was constituted by the then 
British government. He said 
that Indian industry had 
joined all other sections of  
Indian society, in national 
interest, at that time.

He said a “similar at-
mosphere” exists today 
when people of  the coun-
try are coming forward to 
fulfil their responsibilities 
towards the nation. Modi 
said the hopes and aspira-
tions of people are to rid the 
country of  internal prob-
lems like corruption, and 
black money. 

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (PTI): IT Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad is slated to meet the industry 
tomorrow to discuss the roadmap for India 
to become a USD 1 trillion digital economy 
in the coming years.

This is a follow-up to a similar meeting 
held in June this year with tech leaders where 
the minister had exhorted the industry to 
help India build a USD 1 trillion digital 
economy over the next (rpt) next few years 
by creating affordable technology and an 
inclusive environment. The country’s digital 
economy is estimated at USD 450 billion 
presently. “There is a presentation on digital 
economy tomorrow...

This will be a follow-up of a meeting held 
earlier this year,” Prasad told PTI.

IT industry representatives as well as 
secretaries of  various government depart-
ments are expected to participate in the 
closed-door discussion, which will also 
review the progress made after the first meet-
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Where is India 
Heading to?

O
ur leaders do not like the word ‘intolerance’. Every 
time, someone talks about intolerance, the rulers use 
to produce plenty of  counter-narratives to prove that 
India remains a tolerant country as ever. Starting 

from famous cine star Sharukh Khan to Dalit leader Jignesh 
Mevani in Gujarat, all these people had to face the ire of  those 
who think India belongs to them only. As a result, killings in 
the name of  cow protection, love-jihad etc., are on the rise. It is 
a pity while those killed were not getting justice. The killers are 
still roaming free with enhanced reputation of  being the protec-
tor of  a particular religion.

It will not be a distraction if  an incident from Jharkhand is 
mentioned here. One person from minority community used to 
earn his livelihood by transporting various materials from one 
place to another in his own truck. Unfortunately he picked up 
a fight with one of  his neighbours who belonged to the major-
ity community. The person from the majority community was 
looking for an opportunity to teach the other person a lesson. 
So one day he assembled few others from his community and 
attacked his neighbour on the pretext of  cow smuggling. They 
lynched him; burnt his truck. Police came to the spot and on 
enquiry found that animosity between the persons caused the 
tragic incident and registered a case of  murder. The accused 
was arrested and produced to court. The deceased’s wife was 
supposed to stand as a witness in the gruesome murder. The 
day, on which she was asked to depose as a witness, she was 
told by someone that without producing the Aadhaar card she 
will not be allowed to stand in the witness dock. Finding no 
other alternatives, the widow was on her way to house pillion 
riding. Suddenly a truck came from nowhere and crushed the 
lady under its wheel. Everyone realised that it was another or-
ganised murder. But after such a horrific incident no one dared 
to come forward as a witness to nail the mastermind of  these 
murders.

Recently a similar incident took place in Rajasthan. A per-
son, neck-deep in loan, was in search of  some shortcuts to get 
power so that he could keep the lenders away. So he had chosen 
the easiest path. He picked up a daily wage earner, killed him 
and poured petrol on him to burn the body. The man asked his 
minor relative to record the entire incident. After killing the per-
son, the man added a message against love jihad and circulated 
it in social media. Initially he was successful. Knowing that the 
murder was a result of  love jihad, police sat idle. But the hue 
and cry from all over the country against such brutal killing 
forced the police to act. The man was called to the police station 
and arrested. The state administration promised to take stern 
action against the killer. But suddenly some sympathiser groups 
surface. Through social media those groups have started ap-
pealing to others to start a movement so that a crusader against 
love jihad cannot be punished. The administration is yet to take 
any action against such groups.

All these are happening only because our rulers are not im-
partial. If  they start taking action against those who are tak-
ing law in to their hands. Unfortunately, no one seems to be 
interested in doing so. As a result, intolerance is maintaining 
a steady upward graph in the land of  Buddha, Mahavir and 
Mahatma Gandhi.  

 The Wire Staff

Tage Rai | Aeon

I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4:13

s I’ve grown older, I’ve noticed more joint pain, espe-
cially when cold weather hits. Some days, I feel less 
like a conqueror and more like someone conquered 
by the challenges of becoming a senior citizen.

That’s why my hero is an older man named Caleb—the former 
spy sent by Moses to scout out Canaan, the Promised Land (Num. 
13–14). After the other spies gave an unfavorable report, Caleb and 
Joshua were the only spies out of the twelve whom God favored to 
enter Canaan. Now, in Joshua 14, the time for Caleb to receive his 
portion of land had come. But there were enemies still to drive out. 
Not content to retire and leave the battle to the younger generation, 
Caleb declared, “You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there 

drive them out just as he said” (Josh. 14:12).
“The Lord helping me.” That’s the kind of mindset that kept Caleb 

battle-ready. He focused on God’s power, not his own, nor on his 
advanced age. God would help him do whatever needed to be done.

Most of us don’t think of taking on anything monumental when we 
reach a certain age. But we can still do great things for God, no matter 
how old we are. When Caleb-sized opportunities come our way, we 
don’t have to shy away from them. With the Lord helping us, we can 
conquer!

Heavenly Father, thank You for giving me the strength to get 
through each day. Help me to do Your will.

BIBLE READ:   JOSHUA 14:7–15  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

    ~  Joshua 14:10–11

In 2013 State general election, the 
electorates of  Nagaland gave de-
cisive mandate to Naga People’s 

Front. NPF won 38 out of  60 seats to 
constitute the 12th house of  Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly. By common 
sense, Nagaland should have experi-
enced political stability. Regrettably, 
it has been the opposite. Myriads of  
factors were responsible for causing 
instability of  the government. Leader-
ship tussle for the top post, the chase 
for cabinet portfolios, taking in other 
non-alliance parties and independent 
MLAs into the government were all 
responsible. The worst betrayal to the 
people was when the Congress MLAs 
decided to give up their opposition role 
and joined the already over-crowded 
NPF camp. Frequent dissident activi-
ties within NPF have caused untold 
sufferings to the people of  Nagaland. 
The problems caused by their selfish 

political games need no introduction 
and elaboration. The latest in series 
is actually not reconciliation of  two 
NPF factions but another political 
crisis, harassing the public. People are 
absolutely fed up and are eager to see 
this government go away at the earli-
est. NPF has taken people of  Naga-
land for a ride. Public’s patience has 
been stretched too far. Citizens of  Na-
galand are having hard times. In such 
situation of  helplessness and hopeless-
ness, who will rescue Nagaland to give 
relief  to her citizens?  President’s rule 
seems the only answer to mitigate the 
problems of  Nagaland.  The Hon’ble 
Governor of  Nagaland should inter-
vene for the sake of  the citizens. The 
welfare of  the people should take prec-
edence in his fair judgment.

At this juncture, PR will meet mul-
tiple purposes. It will fulfill the wishes 
of  people to end uncertainty. PR may 

even change the fortune of  BJP in 
Nagaland. PR will also give the much 
needed time for the final leg of  peace 
talk. The Nagaland legislators are 
demanding deferment of  election for 
solution. PR will fulfill their demand. 
PR will also give opportunity to inves-
tigate corruption charges and clean 
the system. Citizens of  Nagaland also 
expect development taking place at 
fast pace under PR. 

Under Article 356 of  the Constitu-
tion of  India, the President of  India, 
on the report and recommendation of  
the Hon’ble Governor of  a State may 
impose PR on valid grounds. In the 
past, the Central government had im-
posed PR on the following grounds-

1. Breakdown of  law and order
2. Where no ministry could be 

formed
3. Political instability as a result of  

defections

4. Popular agitation against the 
ministry

5. Complete paralysis of  the state 
administration

6. Corruption and mal-administra-
tion 

7. To end party rivalry
8. To prevent or facilitate the bifur-

cation of  the state
9. Pending elections in newly cre-

ated States
10. Where the State government be-

longs to a party which has suf-
fered an overwhelming defeat in 
the election to the Lok Sabha

11. Where a state government works 
against secularism

Does Nagaland qualify for any of  
these grounds? 

If  so, the chorus for PR by public 
should grow. 

Dr. K. Hoshi 
Phek Town

 Impose PR and Save Nagaland
READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

With  God ’s  He lp

“Given that there is such a strong 
push for digitisation in India, it is 
important to see who is being left.”

New Delhi: Internet in India remains 
a male-dominated area, with females ac-
counting for just a third of total internet 
users. The gender digital divide could 
have serious consequences for girls, 
warns the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF).

“The Internet in India is still a ‘male 
preserve’, with on average only a third of  
users being female,” says UNICEF’s lat-
est report on the well-being of children in 
the digital space.

The report has said that girls in the 
country will continue to face isolation in 
the socio-cultural sphere if  they do not 
get access to digital technology.

“There are potentially serious conse-
quences for girls excluded from the dig-
ital age: continued isolation in countries 
and cultures where girls are restricted in 
their movement or activity online and of-
fline because of their gender; inability to 
access online services and information 
on issues related to their health; inability 
to further their education; and no chance 

to further skills that could help them par-
ticipate in the global economy of the 21st 
century,” warns the report titled ‘The 
State of the World’s Children 2017: Chil-
dren in a digital world’ released globally 
on Monday.

Talking to The Wire after the launch 
of the report, Yasmin Ali, UNICEF In-
dia representative, said “Given that there 
is such a strong push for digitisation in 
India, it is important to see who is being 
left.”

The report has also drawn the atten-
tion of policymakers to the threat that 
exposure to the digital world poses for 
children. Globally, every third internet 
user is a child.

As much as 71% of children use the 
internet , far higher than the 48% aver-
age for the overall population, but not 
much is being done to protect them from 
the threats that digital exposure pose to 
them.

“Despite children’s massive online 
presence – 1 in 3 internet users world-
wide is a child – too little is done to pro-
tect them from the perils of the digital 
world and to increase their access to safe 
online content,” says the report.

Ali talked about the risks of children 
getting exposed to child pornography 

content available online. She said, “This 
is a global threat and governments need 
to collaborate on it; it requires profes-
sionals to work on it; it requires big gi-
ants such as Facebook and Google to be 
aware of what challenges children face 
within their own spheres.

This is UNICEF’s first comprehen-
sive look at the different ways digital 
technology is affecting children’s lives 
and life chances, identifying dangers as 
well as opportunities. It argues that gov-
ernments and the private sector have not 
kept up with the pace of change, expos-
ing children to new risks and harms and 
leaving millions of the most disadvan-
taged children behind.

“For better and for worse, digital 
technology is now an irreversible fact of  
our lives,” said UNICEF executive di-
rector Anthony Lake, adding, “In a dig-
ital world, our dual challenge is how to 
mitigate the harms while maximising the 
benefits of the internet for every child.”

The report explores the benefits dig-
ital technology can offer the most dis-
advantaged children, including those 
growing up in poverty or affected by hu-
manitarian emergencies. These include 
increasing their access to information, 
building skills for the digital workplace 

and giving them a platform to connect 
and communicate their views.

But the report shows that millions of  
children are missing out. About a third 
of the world’s youth – or 346 million 
young people – do not have access to the 
internet, which exacerbates inequities 
and reduces children’s ability to partici-
pate in an increasingly digital economy.

The report also examines how the 
internet increases children’s vulnerabil-
ity to risks and harms, including misuse 
of their private information, access to 
harmful content and cyberbullying. The 
ubiquitous presence of mobile devices, 
the report notes, has made online access 
for many children less supervised – and 
potentially more dangerous.

And digital networks like the Dark 
Web and crypto-currencies are enabling 
the worst forms of exploitation and 
abuse, including trafficking and ‘made to 
order’ online child sexual abuse, says the 
report.

The report presents current data and 
analysis about children’s internet usage 
and the impact of digital technology on 
children’s wellbeing, exploring growing 
debates about digital “addiction” and the 
possible effect of screen time on brain de-
velopment.

At last count, more than 600,000 of Myan-
mar’s Muslim Rohingya minority had fled 
the country for Bangladesh. Ever since 

Rohingya militants attacked Myanmar police out-
posts, resulting in a dozen deaths in August 2017, 
Myanmar security forces have begun a campaign of  
ethnic cleansing. They have burnt down hundreds 
of Rohingya villages, and murdered, raped and be-
headed the Rohingya they have encountered. 

What has driven Myanmar security forces to 
engage in this act of  ethnic cleansing? Do they fail 
to recognise the inherent humanity of  their vic-
tims, or do their acts represent an excess of  moral-
ity, morality that can be satisfied only by punishing 
a fellow human? What’s the motive that spurs on 
this violence?

A popular explanation for horrific violence is 
that perpetrators see victims as little more than 
animals or objects, and so they feel little remorse 
in abusing, torturing or killing them because it is 
easier to hurt an animal or break an object than it is 
to hurt a human being. This process of  dehumani-
sation has been invoked to explain acts of  violence 
ranging from the Holocaust and the prisoner abus-
es at Abu Ghraib to the ethnic violence against the 
Rohingya people. However, our recent research 
suggests that this explanation is mistaken. After 
all, the failure to recognise someone’s humanity 
predicts indifference toward their welfare, not an 
active desire and delight in bringing about their 
suffering. To understand the active desire to cause 
pain and suffering in another person, we have to 
look to a counterintuitive source: human morality.

As we show in the aforementioned research, 
published in the Proceedings of  the National 
Academy of Sciences in 2017, dehumanisation al-
lows us to commit instrumental violence, wherein 
people do not desire to harm victims, but know-
ingly harm them anyway in order to achieve some 
other objective (imagine shooting a stranger in or-
der to steal his wallet). However, dehumanisation 
does not cause us to commit moral violence, where 
people actively desire to harm victims who deserve 
it (imagine shooting your cheating spouse). We 
find that moral violence emerges only when per-
petrators see victims as capable of  thinking, expe-
riencing sensations and having moral emotions. 
In other words, when perpetrators perceive their 
victims as human.

This is not to say that perpetrators do not hold 
extremely disgusting and racist views of  their 
victims. They might also insult their victims by 
explicitly comparing them to apes and other ani-
mals. But when we manipulate dehumanisation 
experimentally, and measure it in ways that do 
not tap into explicit racism, we find no relation-
ship between dehumanisation and moral violence. 
We first demonstrated this by asking participants 
to report how much they approved of  different 
kinds of  violent practices, such as drone strikes, 
capital punishment of  murderers and sweatshop 
labour. Then, we asked the participants about the 
victims in these examples. Can the victims think 
and reason? Can they feel pain and suffering? Are 
they capable of  love and compassion? Or hate and 
anger? We used these questions to assess whether 

people thought of  victims as completely human, 
independent of  other negative attitudes they might 
hold toward them.

What we found was that dehumanising victims 
predicts support for instrumental violence, but not 
for moral violence. For example, Americans who 
saw Iraqi civilians as less human were more likely 
to support drone strikes in Iraq. In this case, no one 
wants to kill innocent civilians, but if  they die as 
collateral damage in the pursuit of  killing ISIS ter-
rorists, dehumanising them eases our guilt. In con-
trast, seeing ISIS terrorists as less human predicted 
nothing about support for drone strikes against 
them. This is because people want to hurt and kill 
terrorists. Without their humanity, how could ter-
rorists be guilty, and how could they feel the pain 
that they deserve?

We also conducted experiments in which we 
asked people to imagine harming someone either 
for money or as punishment for an immoral act. 
In one experiment, we found that participants ex-
pressed less support for breaking someone’s thumb 
for $1 million when the person was described us-
ing humanising language (eg, ‘John is ambitious 
and imaginative, but also high-strung and inse-
cure’), just as dehumanisation theories predict. 
However, the use of  humanising language did not 
change support for breaking the thumb of a pimp 
who recruits young women into prostitution.

In another experiment, we found that, after im-
agining pricking someone’s finger for $10, people 
saw the person they harmed as less human, again 
supporting theories that people dehumanize their 
victims to ease guilt over harming them. In con-
trast, we found that imagining pricking someone’s 
finger as punishment for immoral behaviour did 
not change their perception of  the person’s human-
ity. In a few cases, we even found that participants 
justify harming evildoers by seeing the person they 
harmed as more human.

Many people believe that it is only a break-
down in our moral sensibilities that causes vio-
lence. To reduce violence, according to this argu-
ment, we need only restore our sense of  morality 
by generating empathy toward victims. If  we could 
just see them as fellow human beings, then we 
would do them no harm. Yet our research suggests 
that this is untrue. In cases of  moral violence, our 
experiments suggest that it is the engagement of  
our moral sense, not its disengagement, that often 
causes aggression. When Myanmar security forces 
plant landmines at the Bangladesh border in an at-
tempt to kill the Rohingya minorities who are try-
ing to escape the slaughter, the primary driver of  
their behaviour is not dehumanisation, but rather 
moral outrage toward an enemy conceptualised as 
evil, but also completely human.

Does that mean that there is no role for dehu-
manisation in violence? Absolutely not. The indif-
ference caused by dehumanisation is what enables 
so many people to look away and do nothing while 
horrible atrocities occur. Every time Myanmar’s 
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, fails to condemn the 
atrocities committed by Myanmar’s security forc-
es, or questions whether they have even occurred, 
the effects of  the dehumanisation of  minorities is 
clear. Dehumanisation might not cause a white su-
premacist to kill, but it does enable the rest of  us to 
stand aside and do nothing.

The Statement of the Naga Club: The Naga Club submitted 
the first ever Naga written representation signed by 20 mem-
bers to Simon Commission on 10.1.1929 for Naga political as-
piration. The signatories belonged to few Naga tribes confined 
to erstwhile Naga Hills under British administration.

Nevertheless, what the Naga Club members did some 100 
years ago was for all the Nagas wherever they are. Hypotheti-
cally speaking, if  anyone thinks that Naga Club belongs to few 
of  those signatories, or if  at all, the descendants of  the signato-
ries tend to claim the ownership of  its landmark achievement 
or any of  its durable assets, if  any; it will definitely reduce the 
Club to a private affair and private property. In the event of  
such decimation, the epoch representation of  1929 will sim-
ply become irrelevant to Naga nationalism and its movement. 
Consequently, the Naga National history will then become 
much younger as it would stem from later date.

However, all through these years, no descendent or group 
of  descendents of  the signatories had ever attempted to claim 
the ownership of  the Club or its properties as they placed com-
mon interest above personal agenda. The Naga Club and its 
achievements therefore belonged to Naga people as a whole. It 
is therefore the bounden duty of  the present generation to keep 
the originality and sanctity of  Naga Club and all its histori-
cal records safeguarded. Accordingly, the Naga Club headed 
by Mr. Krurovi Peseyie as Chairman and his colleagues have 
been struggling to preserve the records and simultaneously do-
ing research to streamline its history based on truth. 

Meanwhile, it came to the notice of Naga Club that one Khar-
ingyo Shimrah by name from Tangkhul community published his 
story of how Naga Club at Kohima was formed as posted in the 
public domain on February 8, 2017. Quote. “...the British Govt. 
recruited a number of labourers...from Naga tribes. ...around 
2000 thousand Nagas...from North East led by RS Ruichumhao 
were sent to France, ...These Nagas under RS Ruichumhao lead-
ership ...formed the Naga Club in 1918.” Unquote.

This claim of Kharingyo Shimrah is a mere figment of  his 
imagination. It is just shameless and daringly senseless attempt 
for nothing but to distort Naga history. Can such claim con-
vince anyone that RS Ruichumhao commanded 2000 Nagas 
from Naga Hills as labor corps to Europe during World War 1? 
Had RS Ruichumhao been the leader, how could he not sign 
the representation to British Commission? To this Kharingyo 
Shimrah explained as we quote “No doubt he was one of  the 
visionary leaders who contributed the ideas of  forming Naga 
Club his name was excluded in the signing of  memorandum 
with Simon Commission because his interest turned towards 
spreading Gospel in Nagalim.” Unquote. Naga politics, be it 
our history or our contemporary politics, it is not a joke. The 
way this individual Naga has tried to hijack the political pillar 
of  National movement indeed undermines the sacrifices made 
by the pioneers of  Naga political aspiration. What does he 
gain when the true story is destroyed? A Tangkhul Naga was 
not the signatory of  the representation of  1929; this does not 
make that tribe less Naga and so forth with the rest. Not be-
ing part of  the 1929 episode, one must never try to destroy the 
history which is the common property of  all. Does Kharingyo 
believe that the representation to Simon Commission remains 
a roadblock to his personal agenda or his tribe’s agenda?

The Naga Club has unequivocally rejected the claim of  
Kharingyo Shimrah as it is found to be totally false and base-
less. The Naga Club is here to protect and preserve its history 
under any circumstances. The Club appeals to one and all ex-
tend unconditional support to its endeavour. The Naga Club 
is also ringing the bell for the Nagas to be fully aware of  such 
both obverse and reverse attempts to hoodwink the gullible 
people to self  destruction. 

Krurovi Peseyie, Chairman
C.R. Lotha, Secretary

Z. Lohe, Convener, Research & Planning Committee

Only One-Third of India’s Total Internet 
Users are Female: UNICEF Report

Our Enemies are Human: That’s Why We Want to Kill Them Naga Club
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Communication 
with family members and the special person in 
your life could be frustrating today. Either you 
aren’t in accord or you keep missing each other. 

Don’t be frustrated. It’s the planetary energy running a lit-
tle interference. By tomorrow this aspect will have passed 
and you’ll once again find yourselves on common ground.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Plans for travel 
or advancing your education could be on your 
mind. Your excitement might keep you from 
focusing on whatever tasks you have to do. 

Don’t worry about it. Your steadfastness will enable you 
to get your tasks completed in spite of anything that may 
distract you. Either that, or the people around you will 
keep reminding you of your responsibilities!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Thoughts of ro-
mance and dreams of a wonderful evening with 
that special someone are foiled by work that 
needs to be done right away. This might concern 

finances. It could involve a lot of deep thought on subjects 
that don’t particularly interest you. Don’t let this get you 
down. Get through the chores and then plan your evening. 
It won’t be too late to have fun.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might be 
planning to attend a social event today. You’re 
looking forward to it. Paperwork could take up 
so much of your time today that you wonder if  

you can make it. The paperwork doesn’t seem to be that 
urgent. Do as much as you can and then take off  and go to 
your party. You deserve it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Frantic communica-
tions involving a project or family affairs could 
have you feeling scattered and unfocused. Too 
many important concerns have hit you at once. 

It can be confusing, but take them one at a time and don’t 
be tempted to try to accomplish everything at once. Your 
mind is steady and analytical today. Go with the flow and 
all will get done.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Good news about 
money could fill you with ideas about how to 
spend it, particularly on your home. Maybe you 
need new furniture or have been thinking about 

painting or redecorating. This is a great time to do it as 
long as you’re careful and not to let your exuberance get 
the better of you. You don’t want to have to repaint or take 
unwanted furniture back to the store.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your mind is 
sharp and ready to take on anything thrown 
your way. Family members or friends could 
pick up on this pretty quickly, so don’t be sur-

prised if  they come to you for help and advice. You’ll prob-
ably give a lot of it today, so be prepared. Paperwork might 
be a bit overwhelming. As long as you take it one step at a 
time, you’ll get it all done.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Books and 
magazines on psychic, spiritual, or metaphysi-
cal matters could take up a lot of your attention 
today. Your inclination could be to let your rou-

tine tasks go in favor of continuing to read calling all your 
friends to tell them what you’ve learned. Save it for this 
evening. You’re too conscientious to let your work slide, 
and you’d feel derelict in your duty if  you did.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A fairly 
recent goal that you’ve set for yourself  might 
seem a bit overwhelming. You might wonder if  
you’ll get it done. Though you could easily be-

come distracted, you can focus when you try, and this is 
what you should do now. Finances may need attention, 
and possibly paperwork, but this is only routine work.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you should feel especially optimistic and en-
thusiastic about life. You’ll have a lot of great 
ideas about what to do with your day, but un-

fortunately, your ability to put these plans into motion will 
probably be curtailed by other responsibilities. This could 
have you champing at the bit all day, but what the heck? 
Tonight you can do whatever you want!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Discussions 
about religion could come up during your day. 
A recent rush of intuitive revelations could 
cause you to want to expound on your beliefs, 

but this could backfire. This isn’t the day to try to convince 
others of anything. This also isn’t a good day to think in 
terms of getting away for a while. Kick around a few ideas, 
but make definite plans later.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Friends or a 
group with which you’re affiliated might run 
into financial difficulties and ask for your ad-
vice. It wouldn’t be a good idea to give it, at least 

not today. Your thoughts aren’t as focused as they should 
be. You might use a little intuition to guide you. Your abil-
ity to see under the surface is good now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Rev. Fr. Khangsu Vialo Zingkhai

Noor Mohammad | thewire.in

On 31 October 2017, the world recalled 
and celebrated the completion of  500 
years of  the Reformation started by 

Martin Luther. This also marked the conclu-
sion of  the ‘Luther Decade’ initiated in 2008 
by the Evangelical Church of  Germany as a 
run-up to mark the 500th anniversary of  Prot-
estant Reformation. The aim of the Luther 
Decade was to conduct events, exhibitions 
and congresses over a course of  10 years on 
significant themes related to the Reformation. 
One of  the significant moments of  the ‘Luther 
Decade’ was the first ever ecumenical celebra-
tion of  the anniversary of  the Reformation 
by the Protestant Churches and the Catholic 
Church in Germany under the theme “Heal-
ing of  Memories” on 11 March 2017 in the 
city of  Hildesheim. Prior to this, on 31 Oct. 
2016, the Quincentinnial anniversary of  the 
Reformation was kicked off  in Sweden, (an 
overwhelmingly Lutheran country) where 
Pope Francis along with the President of  the 
Lutheran World Federation, Bishop Munib 
Younan participated in a prayer service. The 
ecumenical prayer service was organized un-
der the theme “From Conflict to Commun-
ion”. The underlying message through these 
and other similar events have been that seri-
ous efforts are being made to understand the 
Reformation and subsequent events in the 
history of  Christianity in a new light. 

Reformation was a theological revolt in 
Europe against certain abuses in the Catholic 
Church. The Church of  that time needed re-
form and purification.  There were individual 
voices for reform of the church to correct the 
abuses and corruption in the church over the 
centuries by people like Gerhoh of  Reicher-
berg, St. Bernard, William Durandus, St. 
Catherine of  Sienna, etc. But all these voices 
went into deaf  ears as it were. It was Mar-
tin Luther, the Augustinian monk and priest 
who on 31 October 1517 came out openly 
against the Church of  Rome by pasting the 
ninety-five (95) anti indulgence theses at the 
Wittenburg Castle Church. This incident set 
in motion the movement that is today re-
ferred to as the Protestant Reformation. It 
led to the permanent division of  the Western 
(Latin) Church into Catholic and Protestants. 
Despite the experience of  the Great Schism 
(1054) that divided the Church between the 
East (Byzantine) and the West (Latin), there 
was no actual division in the Church in the 
strict sense until this time. Isaac Padinjarekut-
tu, a professor at Oriens Theological College, 
Shillong notes, “Today the word Reformation 
is generally used to refer to four separate but 
almost simultaneous events that occurred in 
Europe in the 16th Century: Lutheranism, 
Calvinism [reformed traditions], Anglican-
ism and Radical Reformation [Anabaptists 
and similar groups].” The undeniable real-
ity today is that there are differences in the 
Church both in theology and life.  

As for the beginnings, it was never 
Luther’s intention or wish to cause division 
in the Church. According to William Rusch, 
Luther “protested against the corruption of  
Rome and the sale of  indulgences, urging a 
return to a Christianity without these excesses 
– a Christianity based on the Gospel of  justifi-
cation by faith”. What he sought was radical 
changes in the doctrine, authority structures, 
church practices and human traditions that 
did not accord well with the teachings of  the 
Scriptures. Unfortunately the obstinacy and 
stubbornness of  the Church of  Rome com-

pelled Martin Luther to take a more confron-
tational stance. Gradually Luther distanced 
himself  from the Church by teachings which 
the Church considered as heretical. Eventu-
ally, after more than three years of  differences 
Luther was excommunicated on 03 January, 
1521. From then on, there was no stopping to 
the proliferation of  the wave of  revolt in other 
parts of  Europe. Other reformers eventually 
emerged. Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin 
spearheaded the Reformation in Switzerland, 
while in England, Henry VIII started the An-
glican Church. Later, in 18th and 19th Cen-
tury, people like John Wesley, William Miller, 
William Booth, etc. emerged giving rise to dif-
ferent denominations of  Christianity. Today, 
the numbers of  churches in the Christianity 
are innumerable. The narrative of  the prot-
estant reformation for many years was one 
of  prejudice, mutual antagonism between 
churches, and condemnation of  each other in 
particular the Roman Catholic Church. 
Ecumenical Awareness and Call for Unity
With the passage of  time and with the expan-
sion of  the church’s missionary activity out-
side Europe to new mission lands, the divi-
sion in the church was seen as not proper. It 
became a scandal and a stumbling block in 
Christian witness to the world. Mark D. Low-
ery illustrates this in simple yet real terms: 

Imagine yourself  as a member of  a primi-
tive African tribe. One day some missionar-
ies arrive and begin to tell you about the new 
religious outlook called Christianity. You find 
that what they have to say is very appealing. 
They move on but they leave behind the basic 
format of  the new faith. Later another group 
arrives, and you are delighted to find that they 
too are carrying the message of  Christianity. 
However, you are dismayed at finding that 
these new missionaries label themselves dif-
ferently from the previous group. They point 
out that their message has some variations in 
it in comparison to the previous one, and they 
make the needed correction for you. 

Such indeed was the problem when Chris-
tianity spread to other parts of  the world 
through missionaries during the colonial rule. 
The problem of division became an opportu-
nity for Christians to strive for unity so that 
divisions do not come in the way of  proclaim-
ing Christ to the nations. This led to the dawn 
of  ecumenical awareness among individual 
members particularly in the 17th and 18th 
century. Today most authors trace the begin-
ning of  modern ecumenical movement to the 
World Missionary Conference held in Ed-
inburgh, Scotland in 1910. This conference, 
aimed at preaching the Gospel to the world 
particularly in Africa and Asia was attended 
by the Protestants and the Anglican societies. 
Generally speaking, the protestant movement 
though it comprised different confessions, the 
common rival was the Catholic Church of  
Rome. However, the Roman Catholic church 
was not open to such ecumenical venture for a 
long time. While the Roman Catholic Church 
considered herself  as the true and superior 
church, others viewed her as a non-biblical 
church controlled by the officials from Rome. 
Even when the World Council of  Churches 
(WCC) was formed in 1948, at the backdrop 
of  the World War II, the Catholic Church did 
not become a member although it was a mem-
ber of  Faith and Order Conference under the 
aegis of  which the WCC came about. After 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) the 
Catholic Church, became open to ecumenical 
involvement. In fact, it published a document 
called Unitatis Redintegratio: a Decree on Ec-

umenism, on November 21, 1964. Since then 
one can safely say that the Catholic Church 
has almost occupied the centre stage in ecu-
menical engagement. 

At the same time, the response of  peo-
ple to the ecumenical movement has been 
a mixed one. Some wonder at the sudden 
enthusiasm for unity today after different 
denominations have gone about their busi-
ness without major problem for years. There 
are others who have accepted the reality of  
division and are resigned to the status quo 
while some others are concerned but look at 
the whole movement with skepticism. There 
are others who are genuinely concerned and 
are optimistic about the efforts for Christian 
unity. Among the last category, there are per-
haps some who think that movement towards 
unity is imperative while some others view 
the movement as a sociological and political 
necessity. No matter what the disposition, the 
Christian world is convinced that the move-
ment is in the right direction and in keeping 
with the prayer of  our Lord Jesus Christ who 
prayed to the Father “that they may be one”. 
(Jn. 17:21) The summation is that in the 20th 
and 21st century, ecumenical movement, or 
the movement for unity among Christians has 
gained importance and momentum.
The Unity Statement of  the 10th Assembly of  
the WCC makes an important note:
The unity of  the church, the unity of  the hu-
man community and the unity of  the whole 
creation are interconnected. Christ who 
makes us one calls us to live in justice and 
peace and impels us to work together for jus-
tice and peace in God’s world. the plan of  
God made known to us in Christ is, in the full-
ness of  time, to gather up all things in Christ, 
“things in heaven and things on earth”. (Eph. 
1:9-10)

Moreover, Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit the 
WCC General Secretary in a June 2017 Re-
port to the WCC Executive Committee said, 
“the unity of  the Church is a sign and fore-
taste of  the unity of  humankind”. He further 
adds, “the call to unity is the basis for all that 
we do, and we have to remind ourselves again 
and again what that calling implies in terms 
of  commitment to really overcome our his-
torical division, and to work for a unity that 
represents both justice and peace.”
500th Anniversary of  Reformation
Christians around the world have been very 
enthusiastic about the 500th anniversary of  
the Reformation. In the past the mood of  the 
Reformation movement was antagonistic but 
today, there is greater strive towards coming 
closer to each other as has been highlighted 
above. In view of  the 500th anniversary of  
the Reformation the Protestant and Catholic 
Churches in Germany brought out a docu-
ment called “Healing Memories – Witness-
ing to Jesus Christ” in September 2016. In 
the introduction to the document, Catholic 
Cardinal Reinhard Marx and Bishop Hein-
rich Bedfor-Strohm, leader of  the Evangeli-
cal Churches in Germany stated; “Together 
we want to use the 500th anniversary of  the 
Reformation as an opportunity to reflect on 
the concerns and spiritual renewal... we see 
it as an exceptional moment of  our fellow-
ship, after centuries of  mutual separation, to 
mark a Reformation anniversary with such 
readiness to engage in forgiveness and a new 
beginning.” They further added “in it we will 
confess our guilt before God on behalf  of  
our churches, asking God and each other for 
forgiveness and committing ourselves before 

God to continue to deepen our togetherness.”
The President of  the ‘Churches Together 

in England’, an ecumenical entity, in a State-
ment issued on 29 February 2016, encour-
aged “all churches in England to mark the 
500th anniversary of  the Reformation in 2017 
with sensitivity as we acknowledge our unity 
in Christ.” The statement further made an 
amazing expression of  the true spirit of  ecu-
menism when it said, “we have learnt over the 
past century that unity is achieved by walking 
together, and we have grown in communion, 
friendship, reconciliation and healing. During 
this anniversary we want to be able to listen 
to the truth that is in each other, to hear our 
different stories, and build bridges of  deeper 
understanding and respect.”

One of  the important slogans of  the 
Reformation was ecclesia reformata semper 
reformanda (A reformed church must be 
constantly on the path of  reformation). In 
other words, the church is always in need of  
constantly reforming itself. The Reformation 
made the Church of  Rome to introspect in a 
deeper level. In the Council of  Trent (1545-
65), responding to the issues raised by Luther 
on the doctrine of  justification, the church 
concurred with Luther on many of  the ques-
tions though with certain qualification. But 
Luther did not live to see the internal re-
form that took place in the Church through 
the Council of  Trent which he would have 
welcomed. He died on February 18, 1546, 
just two months after the Council gathered 
for its first session. The Christian world is 
today deeply aware that reformation is not 
just about doing away with the corruption 
in church of  the bygone days. It is painfully 
aware of  the constant need for renewal and 
reform in the church from all aspects. The 
Catholic Church, in Unitatis Redintegratio 
(a post conciliar document of  the Vatican II) 
article No. 6 states as follows:

Christ summons the Church to continual 
reformation as she sojourns on earth. The 
Church is always in need of  this, in so far as 
she is an institution of  men here on earth. 
Thus if, in various times and circumstances, 
there have been deficiencies in moral conduct 
or in church discipline, or even in the way that 
church teaching has been formulated – to be 
carefully distinguished from the deposit of  
faith itself  – these can and should be set right 
at the opportune moment.
Furthermore, in article No. 7, it states:
There can be no ecumenism worthy of the 
name without a change of heart. For it is from 
renewal of inner life of our minds, from self-de-
nial and an unstinted love that desires of unity 
takes their rise and develop in a mature way.

Bishop Thomas Dabre of  the Catholic 
diocese of  Poona sums up the significance of  
the 500th anniversary of  the Reformation in 
the following words, “this commemorative 
year presents us with two challenges: the pu-
rification and healing of  memories, and the 
restoration of  Christian unity in accordance 
with the truth of  the gospel of  Jesus Christ. 
(cf. Eph. 4:4-6)”
Naga Christianity  
What significance could the anniversary of  
500 years of  Reformation hold for Christian-
ity in the Naga society? Without a doubt one 
can say that it is sheer grace of  God that the 
erstwhile pagan Naga society today is a Chris-
tian community. We need to thank God for 
this gratuitous gift of  faith. At the same time, 
it is pertinent to keep in mind that through no 
fault of  ours we have inherited a Christianity 

that is divided. It is therefore not unnatural 
that denominational differences become a 
stumbling block in living a harmonious com-
munitarian Christian life. Our common herit-
age tells us that divisions based on denomina-
tional differences are not in conformity with 
the harmony we should be sharing as one 
people. Yet differences and at times discrimi-
nations continue to exist in the Christianity 
that we profess. 

When ecumenical pursuit and collabora-
tions are making headway across the world, 
the Naga Christian community must not be 
found lagging behind. During this landmark 
500th anniversary of  the Reformation the 
take-away lessons are for us to choose and 
embrace. It is opportune time to introspect 
and see if  there is need for renewal and re-
form in the way that we follow Christ. I have 
been a happy witness to many occasions and 
events where collaboration between differ-
ent churches cutting across denomination 
lines has been splendid. At the same time, 
we must admit that the Christianity in the 
Naga community today is a story of  bro-
kenness for the most part. From the internal 
turmoil within village churches, to the un-
fortunate external manifestations of  intoler-
ance amounting to violation of  human right 
to freedom of religion and conscience, ours 
is a story that is unchristian. The unfortunate 
incidents of  inter-denominational intolerance 
at Leingangching/Sharkaphung village, the 
diktats emanating from the Northern Sumi 
Sub-Region (NSSR, GPRN) preventing the 
establishment of  new churches, the sum-
mons issued to a number of  priests in Naga-
land, etc. to name a few are recent examples 
of  the parochial narrow-mindedness in our 
practice of  Christianity. It is also saddening 
to see some ill-researched and prejudiced 
information in the nature of  apologetic liter-
ary trash aimed at tarnishing the image and 
reputation of  other brethren-denominations 
popping up every now and then. Even at the 
Naga national scene, I’m afraid we have a 
long way to go in our ecumenical sensitivity. 
Our deficit in inclusiveness goes to the extent 
that majority rules the roost and many con-
fessions of  Christianity are consigned to the 
oblivion. All would agree that ‘end does not 
justify the means,’ however, under the banner 
of  Christ, fratricidal willful deprivation of  
life, unbridled unleash of  violence, remorse-
less corruption, etc. are not uncommon. In 
such a state of  affairs, one must wonder if  the 
Church/Christianity in the Naga society does 
not stand in serious need of  metanoia – both 
internally and externally. 

Mutual acceptance, respect and enrich-
ment between different confessions must be 
the trend of  the day. This is the time to out-
grow the past, heal wounds and forge ahead 
with courage and hope for a future that is 
brighter than today. Happily the advantage is 
that ours is a predominantly Christian society 
and the journey ought to be smoother on our 
way to harmonious co-existence. Uniform-
ity in the way of  being Christian may not be 
the way forward (as it possibly cannot be) but 
Unity certainly is a possibility. Christ must be 
upheld in celebrating our differences as Chris-
tians and not asserting our parochial identi-
ties at the cost of  Unity, Justice and Peace. 
Our God is a God with a big heart! As we 
approach the festival of  Christmas, may our 
prayer be that this Christmas broadens our 
perspective and usher in a revolution in the 
way of  being Christian. Have a Blessed and 
Grace-filled Christmas and New Year 2018!

Developed countries claim that India’s 
price support for crops such as paddy 
and wheat have breached the cap 
prescribed by the WTO.

The Buenos Aires ministerial con-
ference of the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) appears headed to be a 
washout with the US refusing to ac-
cede to India’s demand for a perma-
nent solution to the public stockhold-
ing for food security. India has put its 
foot down on the issue, saying that 
no substantive outcome is possible at 
Buenos Aires if  its demand is not met.

“Today in the agriculture negotia-
tions in Buenos Aires, a major country 
stated categorically that they cannot 
agree to any permanent solution on 
the public stockholding issue at min-
isterial conference (MC) 11. This has 
posed a severe threat to a successful 
conclusion of the conference as there 
was a ministerial mandate for a per-
manent solution by MC11,” said a 

commerce ministry release.
It is a setback for the Narendra 

Modi government which had hard-
ened its stance on public stockholding.

Under the WTO Agreement on 
Agriculture (AoA), developing coun-
tries can give agricultural subsidies 
or aggregate measurement support 
(AMS) up to 10% of the value of ag-
ricultural production. There is, how-
ever, a ‘peace clause’ that forbids any 
action against a developing country if  
it breaches the 10% cap.

Developed countries have linked 
India’s demand for public stockhold-
ing with its domestic support, which 
they say has breached the 10% per-
missible ceiling under the WTO rules. 
However, the Indian government 
has refuted the allegation. With the 
peace clause expiring this year and 
no solution in place, India can now 
be dragged to the WTO dispute set-
tlement mechanism over its domestic 
price support for paddy, which, as 
per some estimates, has breached the 
10% cap.

The domestic price support, or 
AMS, is calculated as the difference 
between the fixed external reference 
price (ERP) prevailing between 1986-
88 and the minimum support price 
(MSP) provided by the Indian govern-
ment.

Every year, India announces an 
MSP for as many as 23 crops but the 
bulk of subsidy payout goes to paddy 
and wheat, which are considered as 
staple foods for Indians.

The Indian government increases 
the MSP almost every year. As per 
some estimates, India’s paddy subsi-
dies are around 24% of the total value 
of paddy production, much beyond 
the prescribed 10% limit.

India has contended that the ref-
erence period of 1986-88 is outdated 
and that it needs to be given flexibility 
to stock enough grains to ensure food 
security for poor sections of its popu-
lation.

For example, the WTO has fixed 
ERP for rice at Rs 3.52 per kg (at base 
1986-88 prices), which being a non-

inflation and dollar-denominated ad-
justed proxy for the cost of production 
has remained unchanged since the 
base year.

But the cost of production in India 
has jumped by manifold since then. 
The India rupee too has depreciated 
vs the US dollar by nearly 400% be-
tween 1986-87 and 2014-15. India has 
recently submitted data to the WTO 
on domestic price support for four 
years, from 2010-11 to 2013-14, to re-
fute developed countries’ allegations.

According to the Indian govern-
ment, input subsidies on account of  
fertilisers, irrigation and electricity fell 
to $22.8 billion in 2013-14 from $29 
billion in 2010-11. India’s green box 
subsidy payout has also declined dur-
ing this period. India spent $18.3 bil-
lion in green subsidy in 2013-14, far 
lower than $24.5 billion in 2010-11.

The government spent another 
$14.7 billion on public stockholding 
for food security purposes in 2013-14, 
higher than $13.8 billion in 2010-11, 
as per India’s filing to the WTO.

According to the agricultural cen-
sus for 2000-2001, 98.97% of farm 
holdings in India were of low-income 
or resource poor farmers. The percent-
age increased to 99.15, as per the 2005-
2006 census.

Article 13 of the AoA, also called 
Peace Clause, stipulates that domestic 
support measures and export subsi-
dies of a WTO member that are le-
gal under the provisions of the AoA 
cannot be challenged by other WTO 
members on grounds of being illegal 
under the provisions of another WTO 
agreement. The Peace Clause expired 
on January 1, 2004.

At Bali ministerial conference in 
December 2013, developed countries 
agreed to find a permanent solution 
to this issue by 2017. Pending that, it 
was agreed that developing countries 
cannot be challenged through WTO 
dispute settlement mechanism even if  
they cross the 10% cap.

Trade analysts point out that the 
Peace Clause too came with a plethora 
of conditions, such as submission of  

data on food procurement, stockhold-
ing, distribution and subsidies (includ-
ing their computation), etc.

These also included establishing 
that subsidies are not ‘trade distorting’ 
which is nearly impossible to comply. 
In other words, even in the interim, 
any member can challenge farm sup-
port measures.

The Modi government has insisted 
on a time-bound action plan at WTO 
to address the food procurement sub-
sidy issue. This is considered too am-
bitious by the US.

If Buenos Aires ministerial even-
tually collapses, India will be forced to 
shift its focus on signing new bilateral 
and regional trade pacts. For example, 
India might show urgency to fast-track 
talks with the EU for a bilateral free 
trade pact.

India would also like to expedite 
negotiations for the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership. To 
ensure the quicker conclusion of talks, 
it might have to offer a deeper reduc-
tions in tariffs.

Quincentennial Anniversary of Reformation

WTO Meet Likely to Be a Washout as India and US Clash Over Food Security
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and former prime minister Manmohan Singh exchange greetings during 
the tribute paying ceremony for the martyrs of 2001 Parliament attack on its 16th anniversary, at Parlia-
ment House in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Winter session of Parliament 
to begin on stormy note

Remembering the martyrs

Gujarat polling on 
Thursday for 93 seats

Army team deployed to trace 
soldiers missing after LoC avalanche

270 bags of ammonium 
nitrate seized; 2 arrested

Gangster, with Rs 50K reward, 
held for killing businessman

Burglar kills Chennai policeman in Rajasthan

I-T dept conducts surveys at bitcoin exchanges across India

PM has helped me the most, don’t 
hate him, says Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
(IANS): The winter session 
of Parliament beginning on 
Friday is likely to be stormy 
with the opposition parties 
all set to corner the gov-
ernment over a range of  
issues like the Rafale deal, 
the adverse impact of GST 
and demonetisation on the 
economy, the plight of farm-
ers and religious intolerance.

The session, which was 
delayed due to the Gujarat 
Assembly polls, is also likely 
to be hit by the poll outcome 
along with that of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

If  the BJP retains Gu-
jarat and snatches Himachal 
Pradesh from Congress, the 
grand old party under its 
new President Rahul Gan-
dhi would find it difficult to 

corner the government over 
the issues they raised during 
the polls.

But if the Congress wins 
Gujarat, even if  it loses 
Himachal Pradesh, the op-
position party would take 
on the government over the 
issues that have raised the 
political temperature.

The winter session, 
which lasts about a month, 
is normally called in the last 
week of November and con-
cludes days before Christ-
mas.

This year, Parliament 
is meeting from December 
15 to January 5 -- with De-
cember 25 and 26 being de-
clared holidays on account 
of Christmas.

Seventeen Opposition 
parties led by Congress, 

which have joined hands to 
put up a united fight against 
the ruling NDA, would meet 
here on Thursday at Parlia-
ment House to chalk out 
the strategy to corner the 
government.

TMC leader Saugata 
Roy told IANS: “Bad im-
pact of  GST and demon-
etisation on economy, reli-
gious intolerance, killing of  
a West Bengal labourer in 
Rajasthan will be the major 
issues which we will raise in 
Parliament.”

He said the opposition 
parties would coordinate 
over the issues to be raised 
and would definitely take a 
call on the issues pertaining 
to corruption.

The Opposition parties 
that include the Congress, 

CPI-M, Trinamool Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party, Na-
tionalist Congress Party, 
BSP, the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal and DMK among oth-
ers, have already clarified 
that they will have floor 
coordination in Parliament 
to corner the government.

Congress leader K. C. 
Venugopal said that it would 
raise the issues like impact of  
GST and demonetisation, 
Rafale deal, linking of Aad-
haar with PAN and other 
documents. 

CPI leader D Raja said: 
“Damage caused due to 
cyclone Ockhi, farmers dis-
tress, increasing hate crimes, 
inflation, GST and fallout 
of  demonetisation” would 
be raised.

The government has 

convened an all party meet 
to discuss the agenda of the 
session. Lok Sabha Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan will meet 
the leaders from all parties 
on Thursday evening over 
dinner on the eve of  the 
session.

A bill to provide Mus-
lim women the right to seek 
maintenance from the ex-
spouse after divorce and an-
other aimed to end discrimi-
nation against transgenders, 
among other proposed leg-
islations, are listed for tak-
ing up during Parliament’s 
winter session starting on 
Friday. 

At least 14 new bills are 
set to be introduced during 
the session, according to a 
list compiled by think tank 
PRS Legislative Research.

Gandhinagar, Dec. 13 
(IANS): The second phase 
of  elections in Gujarat on 
Thursday will see polling 
held for 93 assembly con-
stituencies across 14 districts 
in northern and central re-
gions of the state, with a host 
of  VVIPs, including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP chief  Amit Shah, 
descending on Ahmedabad 
to cast their vote.

Meanwhile, in the so-
called ‘dry’ state of Gujarat, 
the police and administra-
tion have seized around Rs 
53 crore worth of goods for 
violation of  the state’s liq-
uor prohibition policy. The 
seizure was carried out as 
a special drive and a part of  
the election procedure. 

Special deployment of  
the police has been made 
for the elections and for 
law and order. The second 
phase will see 851 candi-
dates contest for the 93 as-
sembly seats. Elections will 
be held in Banaskantha, Pa-
tan, Sabarkantha, Mehsana, 
Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad, 
Aravalli, Mahisagar, Pan-
chmahal, Dahod, Kheda, 

Anand, Vadodara and 
Chhota Udepur districts 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. A to-
tal of 25,575 polling booths 
have been set up in 14,523 
places. The Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO), Gujarat’s 
office has completed all the 
necessary procedures and 
claimed to be fully prepared 
for the day.

Apart from the 112 gen-
eral observers deployed by 
the Election Commission of  
India (ECI) for the Gujarat 
elections, 70 counting ob-
servers have been appointed 
by the ECI for counting 
of  votes registered in the 
Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVM) which will be car-
ried out on December 18 
in 37 selected regions of  
the state. 

To take care of the law 
and order situation, the 
ECI has deployed hundreds 
of  companies of  the Cen-
tral Armed Police Force 
(CAPF), 12 companies of  
Rapid Action Force (RAF) 
and 19 more companies 
of the State Reserve Police 
Force (SRPF) for the elec-
tion.

Srinagar, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
The Army on Wednesday 
deployed a team from the 
High Altitude Warfare 
School (HAWS) to trace 
three soldiers missing after 
an avalanche hit their post 
in Gurez Sector of the LoC 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Defence Ministry sourc-
es said here that the HAWS 

team from Sonamarg was 
deployed at the spot on 
the Line of  Control (LoC) 
in Bandipora district after 
the avalanche on Tuesday 
morning.

HAWS is the Army’s 
training establishment for 
special operations in very 
high altitudes, glaciated, 
and snow-bound areas.

Jaipur, Dec. 13 (PTI): The Rajasthan Anti Terrorist 
Squad (ATS) has arrested two people in connection 
with the seizure of 270 bags of ammonium nitrate 
in Udaipur, officials said today.

The bags were seized by the police from a truck 
last year. The police had arrested the truck driver, 
cleaner, truck owner and transporter, an ATS of-
ficial said.

The investigation was later transferred to the ATS 
and they traced T S Sarma and Sarveshwar Rao, 
residents of  Pune in Maharashtra, who allegedly 
supplied the ammonium nitrate, he said.

They were summoned for investigation and were 
arrested after initial questioning, the official said.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
(IANS): The Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday said 
it would hear on December 
14 the plea of  former Ja-
nata Dal-United President 
Sharad Yadav challenging 
his disqualification from the 
Rajya Sabha.

Justice Vibhu Bakhru 
posted the matter for Thurs-
day as senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal, appearing for Yadav, 
urged the court to hear it 
urgently as the parliament 
session would start soon.

Challenging his disquali-
fication from the Rajya Sab-
ha, Yadav said he was not 
given any chance to defend 
his case by the authorities 

before passing the order 
against him.

On December 4, Vice 
President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu, who is also Rajya 
Sabha Chairman, disquali-
fied rebel JD-U leaders Shar-
ad Yadav and Ali Anwar 
as members of  the Upper 
House of Parliament.

The JD-U had sought 
their disqualification on the 
grounds that they had at-
tended a rally of opposition 
parties in Patna in violation 
of its direction.

Naidu had agreed with 
the JD-U’s contention that 
the two senior leaders had 
“voluntarily given up” their 
membership by defying their 

party’s directives.
Yadav and Ansari and a 

section of the JD-U fell out 
with Bihar Chief  Minister 
Nitish Kumar after the latter 
broke away from the “Ma-
hagathbandhan” (Grand 
Alliance) with the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal and the Congress 
to re-align with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party earlier in 2017.

Yadav was elected to the 
House in 2016 and his term 
was scheduled to end in 
2022 and Anwar’s term was 
to expire in 2018.  In No-
vember, the Election Com-
mission ruled that the Nitish 
Kumar-led faction was the 
real JD-U and also allowed 
it to use the “arrow” symbol.

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (IANS): A gangster, 
carrying a reward of Rs 50,000 on his head 
by Delhi Police, has been arrested for killing 
and robbing a businessman here, an officer 
said on Wednesday. Police said the accused, 
27-year-old Rajesh Kumar, is a dreaded 
interstate gangster.

He, along with gang members Sanjiv, 
Dalip and another, had on August 22 killed 
businessman Sanjeev Gajwani when he re-
sisted their attempt to snatch his bag outside 
his residence in the Ashok Vihar area. After 
murdering him, they took away over Rs 4 
lakh from him.

The entire crime was noticed by 
Gajwani’s elder brother Ashok Gajwani who 
was standing on the balcony of the house.

The three gang members were arrested 
in September by a crime branch team but 

Kumar was on the run.
“Kumar was finally arrested in Rohini on 

Tuesday following a tip-off. A country-made 
pistol was also recovered from his posses-
sion,” Deputy Commissioner of Police Joy 
Tirkey said. “During interrogation, Kumar 
told police that he had escaped from police 
custody twice -- of Punjab Police in 2014 and 
Haryana Police in 2016.

“He said that he is involved in 10 crimi-
nal cases, which include attempt to murder, 
one assault in Panchkula, two under Arms 
Act in Haryana and others in Kaithal and 
Patiala,” the officer added. “Kumar is a 
resident of Kaithal district in Haryana. He is 
married but separated from his wife. He has 
a number of tattoos on his chest.” 

The victim had a hosiery factory in the 
Shastri Nagar area.

Jaipur, Dec. 13 (IANS): An 
investigation into a gold heist 
in Chennai claimed the life of  
a Tamil Nadu Police Inspector 
who was shot dead on Wednes-
day by an alleged burglar in 
Rajasthan who then escaped.

Police sources said Periya-
pandi, 48, was shot by one of  
the alleged robbers, Nathuram, 
after snatching the officer’s 
revolver at Jaitaran in Pali 
district.

Periyapandi was part of a 
special team of Chennai police 
set up to solve the robbery in 

the Tamil Nadu capital last 
month. The criminals had 
escaped with 3.5 kg of  gold 
after drilling a hole in a jewel-
lery shop’s ceiling in Kolathur 
area. The Chennai police team 
was in Rajasthan for further 
investigation.

On a tip off, a team of sev-
en police personnel went to 
Jaitaran and caught Nathuram 
on Wednesday. As he was be-
ing led away, he snatched Peri-
yapandi’s revolver and opened 
fire, killing the Inspector on the 
spot. Nathuram then escaped.

Some others were injured 
in the firing and were rushed 
to a hospital. 

Additional Superintendent 
of Police Jyotiswaroop Sharma 
of Rajasthan Police told IANS 
that the Chennai police acted 
unilaterally in the operation. 

But he said the Rajasthan 
Police were extending all coop-
eration to their colleagues from 
Tamil Nadu. The Inspector’s 
body had been sent for post-
mortem to Jodhpur after which 
it would be flown to Chennai, 
he added.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
(IANS): The Election Com-
mission on Wednesday di-
rected the Chief  Electoral 
Officer (CEO) of  Gujarat 
to lodge FIRs against TV 
channels that aired Congress 
President elect Rahul Gan-
dhi’s interview as “it violated 
the law”.

“The Election Commis-
sion today received reports 
and complaints to the effect 
that some TV channels in 
Gujarat have displayed in-
terview given by Rahul Gan-
dhi of  the Indian National 
Congress, in which Rahul 

Gandhi has been talking 
about election to legislative 
assembly of Gujarat which 
are currently in progress,” 
the EC said.

Earlier in the day, the 
BJP had lodged complained 
to the EC regarding the tel-
ecast of Gandhi’s interview.

“Such display falls with-
in the definition of  ‘elec-
tion matter’ under Section 
126(3) of  Representation 
of  People Act (RP Act), 
1951 and display of  such 
election matter within 48 
hours ending with hour 
fixed for conclusion of poll, 

amounts to violation of Sec-
tion 126(1)(b) of  RP Act,” 
the poll panel added. 

“The Commission after 
due deliberations has, there-
fore, directed the CEO of  
Gujarat to initiate necessary 
action by filing FIR against 
those who have violated the 
above mentioned provisions 
in phase 2 of  the polls to 
be held on December 14,” 
it said.

It also directed TV chan-
nels “displaying the said 
election matter” to “forth-
with stop the display of such 
matter”.

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday 
launched a blistering at-
tack on Congress, saying 
that banks were pressured 
under its rule to give loans 
worth thousands of  crore 
to select industrialists and 
termed it as the UPA gov-
ernment’s biggest scam.

A day before his home 
state Gujarat goes to the fi-
nal phase of  polling, Modi 
attacked “economists” in 
the UPA for handing him a 
“liability” of  non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs) or bad 
loans, while hard-selling 
his central government’s 
pro- poor schemes.

“This government is 
framing policies keeping 
the needs of  the youth in 
mind. In contrast, the pre-
vious government gave 
thousands of  crores to 
select big industrialist by 
putting pressure on banks,” 

he said.
He went on to blame 

the UPA regime for the 
problems in the banking 
sector. “This noise over 
NPAs of  banks is the big-
gest liability handed down 
by the economists sitting in 
the previous government,” 
he said without naming 
anyone.

In the address, his first 
at an AGM of  an industry 
association, Prime Minister 
asked as to what Ficci was 
doing when some in gov-
ernment pressured banks 
in giving loans to select 
industrialists.

Also, he said, no study 
was done by organisations 
like Ficci to assess how the 
plight of  banking sector 
worsened due to policies 
of  the earlier government.

“Those in the govern-
ment, banks, industry 
and markets knew that 
a wrong was being com-

mitted,” he said. “This 
was UPA government’s 
biggest scam, bigger than 
Commonwealth Games, 
2G (telecom spectrum al-
location) and coal block 
allocation scams.

This was kind of  loot of  
public money by those sit-
ting in the government by 
using industrialists.” 

He sought to know 
whether an attempt was 
ever made to wake up those 
who “silently” watched the 
entire loot.

Modi said his govern-
ment has taken steps to 
strengthen the banking sec-
tor including by providing 
fresh capital so that the 
interest of  customers and 
the country is protected.

He also questioned 
as to why the UPA gov-
ernment did not think of  
bringing a legislation like 
the Real Estate (Regulation 
and Development) Act, 

2016 (RERA) to protect the 
interests of  home buyers 
and to enhance transparen-
cy in the real estate sector.

Listing out his govern-
ment’s pro-poor policies, 
Modi said free cooking 
gas connections have been 
given to over 3 crore wom-
en; 30 crore bank accounts 
have been opened as part 
of  financial inclusion; over 
Rs 4 lakh crore guarantee-
less loans have been given 
to about 9.75 lakh youth 
for business; 5 crore toilets 
built and affordable hous-
ing for rural poor launched.

In the last three years, 
87 reforms in 21 sectors 
like defence, construction, 
financial services and food 
processing have been un-
dertaken to overhaul the 
economy, he said.

“We are building a sys-
tem that is not just trans-
parent but also sensitive 
and understands people’s 

needs,” he said.
Modi said his govern-

ment is formulating poli-
cies keeping in mind the 
need of  businesses, abol-
ishing archaic and obsolete 
laws.

Industry, he said, had 
been long demanding 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) and the BJP-led 
government implemented 
it and introduced measures 
like anti-profiteering to see 
that businesses pass on the 
benefit of  lower taxes to the 
people.

As the government 
makes efforts to ensure 
maximum businesses reg-
ister for GST, he said the 
more formal the system 
becomes, the more it will 
benefit the poor.

It will enable easier 
availability of  credit from 
the banks, and reduce cost 
of  logistics, thereby en-
hancing competitiveness of  

businesses.
As a result of  these 

m e a s u r e s,  I n d i a  h a s 
climbed from 142nd po-
sition to 100 on the the 
World Bank’s ‘Ease of  Do-
ing Business’ rankings.

He also mentioned oth-
er indicators which point 
to the robust health of  the 
economy. He said that the 
steps taken by the Govern-
ment are also playing a key 
role in job creation.

Modi said the hopes 
and aspirations of  the peo-
ple are to rid the country of  
internal problems like cor-
ruption and black money. 
Increasing ‘ease of  living’ 
has been the focus of  the 
government. 

Political parties and 
chambers  of  industr y 
should keep in mind the 
country’s requirements and 
the feelings of  the people, 
and work accordingly, he 
said. 

New Delhi, Dec. 13 (PTI): The 
Income Tax Department today 
conducted survey operations at 
major bitcoin exchanges across the 
country on suspicion of  alleged 
tax evasion and detected several 
lakh entries of  high-networth indi-
viduals (HNIs) in their databases, 
official sources said. 

The operations that began early 
morning at nine major exchanges 
in Delhi, Ghaziabad, Gurugram, 
Pune, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and 
Kochi were on till last reports 
came in. 

Sources said the taxman has 
deployed an heavy assortment 
of  software cloning and ‘mirror 
imaging’ devices to drain out 
“complete details” of  emails, ad-
dresses and correspondence ids of  
the investors and players from the 
computers. 

They said that the sleuths de-
tected a number of  high- networth 
individuals (HNIs) and customer 
ids in these databases and prima 
facie about 20-25 lakh such entities 

have been traced. 
Entries of  HNIs suggest that 

they were trading on these ex-
changes. 

“Out of  these, about 8-10 lakh 
entities would be active for trans-
actions. However, the operations 
are still on and final findings will 
emerge later,” a senior official here 
said. 

The operations were super-
vised by the Bengaluru investiga-
tion wing of  the department as 
the sleuths have worked on these 
cases for long and have conducted 
similar actions in 2013 in the Kar-
nataka capital. 

The surveys, under section 
133A of  the Income Tax Act, 
are being conducted for “gather-
ing evidence for establishing the 
identity of  investors and traders, 
transaction undertaken by them, 
identity of  counter-parties, related 
bank accounts used, among oth-
ers”, they said. 

A survey action under I-T law 
pertains to the tax officials mak-

ing a surprise visit to the business 
premises of  the party under action 
but not their residential ones.

The trigger for the action is un-
derstood to be the huge spike being 
registered in the value of  the bit-
coins and other virtual currencies 
in the recent past in the country.

A huge amount of  black mon-
ey converted into white, post de-
monetisation, by using bitcoins 
is also under the scanner of  the 
department.

Earlier this month, there was 
a spurt in the value of  a bitcoin. 
It rose from under USD 10,000 at 
start of  the year to close to USD 
20,000, before a sharp 20 per cent 
plunge within hours.

The survey teams, the sources 
said, were armed with various 
financial data and inputs about the 
working of  these exchanges and 
this is the first big comprehensive 
action against them in the country.

Bitcoin, a virtual currency, is 
not regulated in the country and 
its circulation has been a cause for 

concern among central bankers the 
world over for quite a while now.

The Reserve Bank of  India 
has also cautioned users, holders 
and traders of  virtual currencies, 
including bitcoins.

The government has also said 
that it does not recognise crypto 
currency as legal tender in India 
as of  now.

In March, the Union finance 
ministry constituted an Inter-Dis-
ciplinary Committee to take stock 
of  the present status of  virtual cur-
rencies both in India and globally 
and suggest measures for dealing 
with such currencies.

The committee has submitted 
its report to the government and it 
is being examined.

Bitcoins were in news recently 
after a massive global ransomware 
attack ‘WannaCry’ hit systems in 
over 100 countries. 

The cyber criminals demanded 
a fee of  about USD 300 in crypto-
currencies such as bitcoin for un-
locking affected devices.

Ahmedabad, Dec. 13 (IANS): Congress 
President-elect Rahul Gandhi has said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi helped him 
“the most” and he does not hate him.

“Modiji has helped me the most... How 
can I hate him,” Rahul Gandhi said in an 
interview to Gujarati news channel GSTV.

He was asked about the comments made 
against the Nehru-Gandhi family by the 

Prime Minister. “If you look at religion and 
the history of the nation, love has to be the 
response to hatred. There is zero emotion of  
anger and hatred in me,” he said in response 
to a question on the comments made on the 
Nehru-Gandhi family.

“It is the nature of our family. Maybe the 
legend of Gujarat, Mahatma Gandhi taught 
this to our family...,” he added.



Washington, Dec. 13 
(IANS):  US Secretary of  
State Rex Tillerson has said 
that the US embassy in Israel 
was unlikely to move to Jeru-
salem before 2020.

“It’s not going to be 
anything that happens right 
away,” Tillerson said in a 
speech at the State Depart-
ment on Tuesday. “Probably 
no earlier than three years 
out, and that’s pretty ambi-
tious.”

US President Donald 
Trump formally recognised 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capi-
tal last week but he neverthe-
less signed a national secu-
rity waiver which will allow 
him to delay the movement 
of the embassy to Jerusalem 
from Tel Aviv for an addi-
tional six months. 

Administration officials 
said there were functional 
and logistical reasons the 
US cannot open a new em-
bassy any time in the near 
future, the New York Times 
reported.

Speaking of the moving 
of the US embassy, Trump 
had said the State Depart-
ment will immediately be-
gin to hire architects and 
engineers so as to make the 
new embassy “a magnifi-
cent tribute to peace” when 
completed.

Trump’s decision, which 
was seen as undermining the 
Middle East peace process 
and further destabilizing 
the region, has drawn con-
demnation and opposition 
globally.

Tillerson also spoke 
about North Korea at a 
policy forum here. He said 

the US was ready to open 
nuclear disarmament talks 
with North Korea with-
out preconditions, CNN 
reported.

“We’ve said from the 
diplomatic side, we’re ready 
to talk anytime North Korea 
would like to talk,” Tillerson 
said, in what amounted to 
a direct public invitation 
for Pyongyang to put aside 
an escalating cycle of  tests 
and taunts and engage in 
diplomacy.

“Let’s just meet and let’s 
talk about the weather if you 
want and talk about whether 
it’s going to be a square table 
or a round table if  that’s 
what you’re excited about.

“Then we can begin to 
lay out a map, a road map, 
of what we might be willing 
to work towards,” the US 
Secretary of State said.

But he insisted that there 
needed to be a “period of  
quiet” first, without any 
nuclear or missile tests.

He added that economic 
and diplomatic sanctions 
would continue until “the 
first bomb drops”, and 
Trump still wanted China 
-- Pyongyang’s main eco-
nomic ally -- to cut off  oil 
supplies to North Korea.

Tillerson said China had 
made contingency plans to 
accommodate North Ko-
rean refugees in the event of  
a conflict.

Meanwhile, North Ko-
rean state media on Wednes-
day said Kim Jong-un had 
vowed his country would 
become “the strongest nu-
clear and military power in 
the world”.

Istanbul, Dec. 13 (IANS): A summit of Is-
lamic countries held in Istanbul on Wednes-
day declared East Jerusalem as the capital 
of Palestine.

The summit of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) also invited all the 
countries to “recognize the State of Palestine 
and East Jerusalem as its occupied capital”, 
said the draft final communique unveiled at 
the conclusion of the one-day meeting.

The heads of  states and governments 
present at the summit “reject and condemn 
in the strongest terms” the unilateral decision 
by US President Donald Trump to recognize 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, the com-
munique was cited as saying by Efe news. 

The OIC communique declared Trump’s 
move “null and void” and considered it an 
“attack” on the rights of  the Palestinian 
people. It accused the US of “deliberately 
undermining” peace efforts and warned 
that it has given “impetus to extremism and 
terrorism”.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
earlier said the UN should take over. In a 
speech to the OIC summit, he said it would 

be “unacceptable” for the US to be the me-
diator “since it is biased in favour of Israel”.

The communique said Washington will 
be held “fully liable for all the consequences 
of not retracting from this illegal decision”.

The leaders at the summit asked the UN 
to assume its responsibilities and reaffirm the 
city’s legal position. Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan described Trump’s Jerusa-
lem decision a “threat to all humanity”.

Speaking at a meeting with his OIC 
counterparts prior to the summit, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu urged 
the member states to encourage other coun-
tries worldwide to recognize East Jerusalem 
as the Palestinian capital on the basis of the 
1967 borders. “Palestine needs to be recog-
nized by other countries,” he said. The OIC 
is the second largest inter-governmental or-
ganization after the UN, with a membership 
of 57 states spread over four continents.  As 
Turkey holds the rotating chair of the group, 
Erdogan called for an extraordinary summit 
with a view to drawing up a roadmap for 
Muslim nations to follow as they oppose the 
US decision on Jerusalem.

Kathmandu, Dec. 13 (IANS):  Nepal’s 
CPN-UML emerged as the largest party in 
the Himalayan nation as vote counting of  
the first-past-the-post (FPTP) for Parliament 
and provincial assembly elections in Nepal 
came to an end on Wednesday, the Election 
Commission said.

The Communist Party of  Nepal-Unit-
ed Marxist Leninist was able to secure 80 
out of  the total 165 seats under the FPTP 
category of  the Parliament. The party 
garnered 166 out of  330 seats in provin-
cial assembly polls, the Kathmandu Post 
reported.

The CPN (Maoist Centre) led by Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal “Prachanda” became the 
second largest party by winning 36 seats in 
Parliament and 73 seats in provincial assem-
bly under the FPTP category.

The Nepali Congress (NC), which was 
the largest party in the last election, managed 
to win 23 seats in Parliament and was elected 
in 45 provincial constituencies, said the Elec-
tion Commission.

It became the third largest party this time.
Though the Election Commission 

announced the final outcomes of  the fed-
eral and provincial assembly elections on 
Wednesday, vote counting for the propor-
tionate representation category was still 

underway.
Navaraj Dhakal, a spokesman for Ne-

pal’s Election Commission, told Xinhua 
news agency that the vote counting for the 
proportionate representation category was 
also coming to an end and the results will be 
made public soon.

The CPN-UML took a clear lead in the 
proportionate representation category as 
well, according to the results made public 
so far.

Nepal held the two-phased state and 
federal elections last week under the new 
Constitution promulgated in 2015.

The second phase of the parliamentary 
and provincial assembly elections was held 
on December 7 while the first phase was held 
on November 26 with the aim to restore de-
mocracy in the country hit by a decade-long 
civil war that ended in 2006 and years of  
instability after the monarchy was abolished 
in 2008. 

The historical elections are seen as a cru-
cial step to implement the new Constitution 
which saw strong protests from some Mad-
hesi ethnic groups in Nepal’s Terai region 
bordering India.

After a hiatus of 20 years, local elections 
were held earlier this year choosing local 
bodies across the country.

Beijing, Dec. 13 (IANS):  Police 
in China’s Anhui province have 
arrested eight members of  a 
gang who sold syringes contain-
ing chemicals to kill dogs which 
would then end up on restaurant 
menus.
Police found that the gang had 
sold 200,000 such syringes, each 
containing a large dose of  sux-
amethonium, a narcotic com-
monly used to sedate or eutha-

nize dogs, Xinhua news agency 
reported.
The needles were sold in more 
than 20 provinces and regions 
nationwide. Buyers were mainly 
dog vendors. 
Police said the needles were 
modified with a spring and a 
tailfin at the rear so they could be 
shot like a dart. The syringes con-
tained doses of the narcotic large 
enough to kill the dogs instantly.

Dog dealers used the modified 
needles to inject the narcotics 
into pet dogs on the street which 
helped them abduct the animals 
so they could be slaughtered 
elsewhere for their meat. 
When police raided the gang’s 
workshop in Enshi city in Chi-
na’s Hubei province in October, 
they found four kg of the chemi-
cal powder, 10,000 needles and 
100,000 yuan cash.

Paris, Dec. 13 (IANS):  French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
has warned the international 
community that it was losing the 
battle against global warming 
and called on the world leaders 
to take concrete action.

Macron on Tuesday hosted 
the One Planet Summit in Paris, 
an event marking the two-year 
anniversary of  the Paris Agree-
ment on mitigating global warm-
ing that brought together dozens 
of  heads of  state and govern-
ment, as well as leaders in the sci-
ence and technology industries, 
Efe news reported. 

“We are losing the battle, 
we should not be mistaken,” 
Macron told the arena packed 
with world delegates, adding that 
there was no longer an excuse 
not to heed the scientific warn-
ings about climate change. 

He urged those due to speak 
at the conference to set out tan-
gible plans to combat climate 
change.

“We need to set in place 

concrete actions that will change 
our countries, our societies, our 
economies, so that our children, 
and maybe us too, can choose 
our future, choose our planet, 
and not increase global warming, 
the disappearance of vulnerable 
countries and profound transfor-
mations,” Macron added. 

All countries have signed the 
Paris Agreement, which aims 
to limit temperature rises to 1.5 
degrees Celsius above preindus-
trial levels by cutting greenhouse 
emissions and investing in green 
energy, although the US under 
President Donald Trump has 
pledged to withdraw from the 
deal in 2020. 

Macron made an allusion to 
that, by thanking those local and 
state leaders in the US who have 
vowed to uphold the Agreement 
despite its rejection at a federal 
level. 

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres took 
the stage next and reiterated 
the stark warnings issued by the 

French president. 
“We are not yet winning the 

war on climate change. And that 
is the defining challenge of  our 
times,” he said, adding: “Climate 
change is moving much faster 
than we are.”

Guterres said that embrac-
ing science and technology was 
key to curbing global warming, 
adding that countries that fail 
to engage in green economics 
would face a dark future. 

Earlier, the European Un-
ion announced a 10-point ini-
tiative called Action Plan for 
the Planet, which included a 
nine-billion-euro ($10.6 billion) 
increase in investments in cities, 
energy and sustainable agricul-
ture in Africa and the European 
Union neighbourhood region 
by 2020.

Among the leaders present 
at the summit were leaders in 
private enterprise, such as Bill 
Gates, founder of software giant 
Microsoft, and Richard Branson, 
owner of the Virgin Group.

Islamabad, Dec. 13 (IANS):  
A Pakistani court on Wednes-
day barred televangelist and 
TV host Amir Liaquat Hus-
sain from making any televi-
sion appearances till further 
notice.

Islamabad High Court 
judge Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui 
approved the interim measure 
while he hears arguments to 
permanently bar Liaquat from 
using television, social media 
and print media for allegedly 
abusing his influence to spread 
discord and hatred, the Dawn 
reported.

Petitioner Muhammad Ab-
bas’s lawyer Shoaib Razaq told 
the court that Liaquat didn’t 
have any Islamic degree or cer-
tification and yet called himself  
an ‘aalim’ (religious scholar).

“Liaquat used (TV shows) 
for a number of years to create 
social and religious divide in 
the country,” the petitioner al-
leged, adding the televangelist 
had handed out ‘fatwas’ which 
have put the lives of a number 
of people in danger.

The petitioner said that the 
TV show host had repeatedly 
violated the Pakistan Electron-
ic Media Authority’s (Pemra) 
code of conduct.

Justice Siddiqui ordered the 
federal government, Pemra, 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority and Liaquat to file 
their responses.

New York, Dec. 13 (IANS):  An 
extremist Republican accused of  
molesting teens lost the Senate 
election in Alabama, buoying the 
Democratic Party and deliver-
ing President Donald Trump a 
stinging blow that endangers his 
agenda.

Roy Moore lost on Tuesday 
to Democrat Doug Jones by 
about 1.5 per cent in the tra-
ditionally staunch Republican 
state where Trump had won by 
a margin of 27 percent.

The Democratic victory that 
followed party’s wins last month 
in governors’ races in Virginia 
and New Jersey, as well in several 
other contests across the nation, 
is a morale booster for the party 
reeling from Hillary Clinton’s 
loss to Trump a year ago.

“We have shown the country 
the way that we can be unified,” 
declared a triumphant Jones, 
who carried the votes of  mi-
norities and women in a year of  
political polarisation.

The Republican defeat set the 
stage for soul-searching within 
the party of  its strategies and 
politics and of the divisive style 
of Trump himself.

Moore, a former state chief  
justice with conservative Chris-
tian religious pretensions, has 
been accused by nine women 
of molesting or assaulting them, 
one of  them while she was 14 
and another when she was 16. 
Most of the allegations are from 
the 1970s.

The allegations came as the 
nation is in the throes of dealing 
with sexual misconduct by men 
in power, whether in politics 
or in the media and entertain-
ment. Two Democrats, Senator 
Al Franken and Representative 
John Conyers, who was the 
longest serving Congressman, 
have resigned in recent days 
after being accused of  sexual 
misconduct.

The allegations against 
Moore, especially those involving 
young girls, split the Republican 
Party, with several leaders de-
manding that he withdraw from 
the race. They included House 
of Representatives Speaker Paul 
Ryan, the other Alabama Sena-
tor Richard Shelby and 13 other 
senators.

Some of the leaders suggest-
ed having a write-in candidate 
for the party. Although it was not 
formally organised, there were 
1.7 per cent write in votes that 
cost him the election.

Trump uncharacteristically 
conceded defeat and reached 
out to Jones. “Congratulations 
to Doug Jones on a hard fought 
victory,” he tweeted minutes after 
the results became known.

“The write-in votes played 
a very big factor, but a win is a 
win,” he added. “The people of  
Alabama are great.”

The vacancy arose when 
Jeff Sessions resigned the seat to 
become the Attorney General, 
confident his party would hold it.

Trump had himself opposed 
Moore in the primary election in 
which party members selected 
the candidate for the main elec-
tion. But the candidate backed by 
Trump, Luther Strange, who was 
appointed to temporarily fill the 
Senate vacancy, lost the primary 
in an early blow to the president.

After initial hesitations, 
Trump endorsed Moore but 
did not visit the state to actively 
campaign for him.

Moore’s candidacy exposed 
wide fissures in the Republican 
Party between an extremist wing 
represented by Trump’s former 
strategist Stephen Bannon who 
was behind Moore’s candidacy, 
and the others, including Trump.

The defeat is a blow to Ban-
non and his brand of  politics 
which is more extreme than 
Trump’s, but was spawned by 
Trump’s own populism. The 
party and Trump are sure to re-
evaluate strategies ahead of next 
year’s elections when 33 senators 
will be up for election, eight of  
them Republicans.

The Republican Party’s ma-
jority in the 100-member Senate 
is now trimmed to 51, putting 
Trump’s radical agenda at risk 
- he could not find enough sup-
port among his party’s senators 
to repeal the universal health 
insurance programme of former 
President Barack Obama and 
only after several compromises 
was he able to muster the major-
ity to pass his tax reform bill.

Washington, Dec. 13 (IANS):  US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has signed a nearly 
$700 billion annual defense policy bill in 
the White House, which authorizes the US 
military to add troops, ships, planes and 
other equipment.

The National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA), which was passed by the 
Congress last month, authorizes $626.4 bil-
lion for the base defense budget and $65.7 
billion for a war fund known as Overseas 
Contingency Operations, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The US President signed the defense 
policy bill on Tuesday. The money would 
go toward adding 7,500 active-duty soldiers 
to the Army, 4,000 active-duty sailors to the 
Navy, 1,000 active-duty Marines and 4,100 
active-duty airmen to the Air Force.

It would also allow for a 2.4 per cent pay 
raise for troops, higher than the 2.1 percent 
requested by the administration.

However, the total money exceeds 
budget caps by more than $80 billion and 
the Congress has yet to pass a defense 
spending bill to make the buildup a reality.

Bangkok, Dec. 13 (IANS):  
Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) on Wednesday re-
ported extensive use of op-
pressive laws and regulations 
and lawsuits by the authori-
ties of  Singapore to curb 
freedom of expression and 
assembly in the city-state.

In a new report, the or-
ganisation reported that Sin-
gaporeans who criticize the 
government and the judici-
ary or religion and issues of  
race were often slapped with 
lawsuits with high damage 
claims or face criminal inves-
tigations, reports Efe news.

According to HRW, Sin-
gapore uses laws and regula-
tions, including the Public 
Order Act, the Sedition Act, 
the Broadcasting Act, penal 
code provisions and laws on 
criminal contempt to impose 
censorship and limit debate 
in the media, Internet and 
movies.

Phil Robertson, deputy 
Asia director at Human 
Rights Watch, said that these 

restrictions have “long stifled 
debate” on matters of public 
interest.

“Singapore promotes 
itself  as a modern nation 
and a good place to do busi-
ness, but people in a country 
that calls itself  a democ-
racy shouldn’t be afraid to 
criticize their government or 
speak out about political is-
sues,” he said in a statement.

The organization cites 
the case of Roy Ngerng, an 
activist who, after criticiz-
ing the government and 
reporting inequalities in 
Singapore on his blog, was 
sentenced to pay over S$ 
100,000 ($73,490) to the 
Prime Minister - who sued 
him for defamation - and 
then fired from his job.

HRW also reported 
restrictions on protests in 
public spaces without police 
permits, with such protests 
being allowed to be held 
only in a section of the tiny 
Hong Lim Park where for-
eigners are barred.

N ew  Yo r k ,  D e c.  1 3 
(IANS):  In a historic first, 
a distinguished Sikh public 
prosecutor “who has expe-
rienced hate and intoler-
ance first-hand” has been 
nominated to be the next 
attorney general of  the US 
state of  New Jersey.

If  Gurbir S. Grewal’s 
nomination by Democrat 
Governor-elect Phil Mur-
phy is approved by the 
State Senate early next 
year, he will be the first 
Sikh to assume the top 
state law enforcement po-
sition in the United States 
and the second Indian-
American, after Kamala 
Harris, who held the posi-
tion in California before 
her election to the US Sen-
ate.

Announcing the nomi-
nation in the state capi-
tal, Trenton, on Tuesday, 
Murphy said: “In light of  
all that is being thrown 
at us by the president, we 
need an attorney general 
unafraid to join our fel-
low states in using the law 
to protect all New Jersey 
residents.”

Grewal, 44, is the pros-
ecutor of  Bergen County, 
an important district across 
the river from New York 
city. He was appointed to 
by the current Republican 
Governor Chris Christie 
and that is likely to mute 
any opposition the senate.

Symbolic of  the public 
acceptance of  minorities 
despite scattered incidents 
of  bigotry, two Sikhs were 
elected mayors last month, 
Ravi Bhalla in Hoboken, 
New Jersey, and Preet Did-
bal in Yuba City, Califor-
nia.

Vin Gopal, who be-
came the first  Indian-
American to be elected to 
the New Jersey State Sen-
ate last month, said that 
Grewal is someone “not 
only eminently qualified, 
but who will bring a per-
spective to the office that is 
diverse and long-overdue.”

After Murphy made 
the announcement, Gre-
wal said: “I wanted to give 
back to a country that has 
given us and other immi-
grant families like us so 

much.”
Turning to his three 

daughters, Kyrpa, Mayher 
and Mahek, who were 
with him, he said: “As 
someone who has experi-
enced hate and intolerance 
first-hand throughout my 
life, I wanted to work to en-
sure we all live in and that 
the three of  you grow up in 
a fair and just society.”

Grewal added: “I want-
ed to perhaps also show 
people that while I and 
others like me may look 
different or worship differ-
ently, that we, too, are com-
mitted to this country.”

Hailing Grewal’s nomi-
nation, Rajwant Singh, 
the co-founder of  the Na-
tional Sikh Campaign, 
said: “These are exactly 
the kind of  role models 
our youngsters need to feel 
proud of  being a Sikh and 
an American.”

“While America could 
be seen having a very po-
larized situation politically 
and yet there are some very 
shining moments to show 
that people of  all back-
grounds can aspire for top 
positions,” he added.

South Asian Bar As-
sociation President Rishi 
Bagga, said: “The deci-
sion to appoint a visible 
minority as the chief  law 
enforcement officer for 

New Jersey reflects the 
diversity of  the state and 
of  the US, and is especially 
important in a time where 
minorities and immigrants 
have often felt targeted by 
law enforcement.”

Attorney General is 
a very powerful position 
New Jersey heading the 
Department of  Law and 
Public Safety, which in-
cludes the state police.

Grewal  has ear l ier 
served as an assistant feder-
al prosecutor in New York 
and in New Jersey, where 
he was also the chief  of  the 
Economic Crimes Unit.

In the administration 
of  former President Barack 
Obama, Indian Americans 
have held senior law posi-
tions. Neal Kumar Katyal 
was an Acting Solicitor 
General.

Sri Srinivasan, now a 
federal appeals court judge 
in Washington, did a stint 
as the Principal Deputy 
Solicitor General.

Vanita Gupta was the 
Principal Deputy Assist-
ant Attorney General and 
headed the Justice De-
partment’s Civil Rights 
Division.

US President Donald 
Trump has appointed Ut-
tam Dhillon to be his spe-
cial assistant and associate 
counsel.

9WORLD
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur,  Thursday, December 14, 2017

AP/PTI

Bergen County Prosecutor Gurbir Grewal looks on as Governor-elect Phil 
Murphy nominates him for a orney general on Tuesday, Dec. 12.

AP/PTI

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, centre, gestures following a photo-op prior to the opening session 
of the Organisa on of Islamic Coopera on Extraordinary Summit in Istanbul, Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017. 

US embassy unlikely to move to 
Jerusalem before 2020 — Tillerson 

Islamic summit declares East 
Jerusalem as Palestine’s capital

Nepal’s CPN-UML emerges 
largest party in historical polls

8 held for selling poison syringes to kill dogs

World losing battle against global warming — Macron

Pakistani 
televangelist 
barred from TVs

Republican accused of molesting teens 
loses Senate race in setback to Trump

Trump signs defense policy 
bill worth nearly $700 bn

Singapore uses laws to curb 
freedom of expression - HRW

be attorney general of New Jersey 
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Jacqueline Fernandez is excited about opening her first restaurant in her in her hometown 
Colombo. The Kaema Sutra restaurant will serve Sri Lankan cuisine. The Sri Lankan 
beauty, a popular name in Bollywood, on Tuesday shared on Instagram a photograph of  
herself along with Dharshan Munidasa, a Sri Lankan chef and restaurateur. “So excited 
to announce my first restaurant Kaema Sutra with Dharshan Munidasa is now open in the 
brand new Shangri-La Colombo bringing you the yummiest Sri Lankan cuisine. See you 
there,” she captioned the image. On the acting front, Jacqueline currently has two films 
in her kitty -- “Drive” and “Race 3”.  Directed by Tarun Mansukhani, “Drive” also stars 
Sushant Singh Rajput. “Race 3” stars Salman Khan, Saqib Saleem, Bobby Deol, Daisy 
Shah and Anil Kapoor. (IANS)

‘Winter  Melody’ concert 
held at Mokokchung

Solo competition at 
Medziphema on Dec. 18

Birthday Greetings

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Fukrey Returns (hindi)

5 pm: Baby Driver (eng) 2D

M
usicians from Nagaland 
and Mizoram brought to-
gether music lovers from 
across  Mokokchung dis-
trict  to  support cancer 

affected people at the ‘Winter  Melody’ 
which was organised on Dec. 12 in aid 
of Cancer Trust Fund at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, Mokokchung.

The humanitarian concert was organ-
ised by Mokokchung Arts & Aesthetic 
Management (MAAM).

Special appearance of the concert 
were solo artist Rosy K Remsangpüu 
from Mizoram, Incipit, Beyond Sunday 
and all time Ao’s favourite Samaro.

The sensation performance from the 

accomplished artists filled the crowd with 
excitement who had come to taste the 
live concert after a long break in Mokok-
chung.

Rosy with her power vocal covering 
the Hallelujah was praised with applaud 
from the crowd. Incipit with their power 
package performance and power vocal 
that enthralled fans to sing along with 
them. Incipit’s original songs where the 
public demand at the event.

Beyond Sunday also enthralled the 
fans with their original numbers and 
Samaro, the evergreen figures among Ao 
bands also performed crowd favourites 
from their albums.  

Our Correspondent

A 
lawsuit filed against ac-
tor Pierce Brosnan for 
costs related to a 2015 
fire at his Malibu man-
sion has been dismissed 

-- after an apparent compromise.
Last month, the Fireman’s Fund 

Insurance Company had sought 
reimbursement of costs of repairs to 
Brosnon’s neighbour’s home, which 
was damaged after fire in Brosnan’s 
garage spread to the adjacent prop-
erty.

But the insurance company 

asked the court to dismiss the case 
on Tuesday and the judge agreed, 
reports tmz.com.

The action suggests that Brosnan 
and the company managed to reach 
a confidential settlement. 

IANS

T
he Flats & 
Sharps Founda-
tion, Medz-
iphema, will 
be organising a 

Solo singing competition 
as crooners avenue for all 
ages and gender of Medz-
iphema area from 4:00 
pm onwards on Dec. 18 at 
Town Hall, Medziphema, 
stated a press release. 

The chief guest for the 
event is said to be Lanu 
Sosang, Pro Vice Chancel-
lor, SASRD, NU, while 
Alun Singson, sub inspec-
tor of Kohima Police will 
grace the occasion as guest 
of honour.The said founda-
tion is said to be one of the 
earliest in Medziphema.

The release mentions 

that cash awards of Rs. 
10,000, Rs. 5000 and Rs. 
3000 respectively will be 
given away to the first, sec-
ond and third respectively.

The evening will be 
interspersed by special per-
formances from classical 
guitar students of Flats & 
Sharps Foundation.

The organisers in the 
release has invited all 
interested soloists from 
Medziphema area to reg-
ister from nearby outlets, 
viz., SK Provisions (Popu-
lar), Medziphema; Needy 
Needs, PWD Junction, 
Medziphema, or contact 
Akolie Dolie, Director, 
Flats & Sharps Foundation 
at 7421827409.

EMN

Roses are red, Violets 
are blue, we don’t even 
want to rhyme but 
we have never seen 
bigger nostrils than 
yours, Happy Birthday 
Arisachung Aristotle 
Chungmir

From Arisachungs 
Birthday Planning Com-

mittee (ABPC)

K-1494
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Vijender Singh 

M.C. Mary Kom

11

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1679SUD0KU 1518 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1678

ACROSS
1. Jewish spiritual leader
6. Sharp curved nail
10. Secretion used in perfumes
14. Concepts
15. City of Peru
16. Against
17. Arouses
18. University (abbrev.)
19. Title to property
20. Having a keen interest
22. Eluded
24. Orange pekoe and Earl Grey for 

example
25. Support payments after a divorce
26. St. Francis of ______
29. Playing cards with just one 

symbol
30. Spanish for “Mouth”
31. Lawful
37. Sound loudly
39. Passenger truck
40. Hungarian wine
41. Barbecue spit
44. Egyptian river
45. Male offspring
46. Remotely controlled aircraft
48. Distrust
52. Anything that conceals or 

screens
53. Expose
54. Ineligible to cast ballots
58. Cut off or cut out
59. Assemble or modify written 

material
61. Fleshy-leaved tropical plants
62. New Zealand hardwood tree

63. Musical sound
64. Vivid or glaring
65. Visual organs
66. Sun
67. Seals 
DOWN
1. Fully developed or mature
2. City in Yemen
3. Former Miss America host ____ 

Parks
4. Nomadic tribe of Turkey and 

Iran
5. Points of debate
6. Hints
7. “Swedish Nightingale” Jenny 

____
8. French for “Friend”

9. Ripple
10. Title of courtesy for women
11. Strawberry tree
12. “The Music Lesson” painter 

Jan _____ 
13. Young child 
21. Travel on water by wind power
23. A stay as a guest
25. Saclike dilations in a 

compound gland
26. Shortened
27. On one’s own
28. Leave hastily (slang)
29. Food thickeners
32. Occurrence or experience
33. Soliloquy
34. Similar

35. Story
36. Centers of hurricanes
38. Essences or beings 
42. Receptacles
43. Paradise
47. Competitors
48. Bolivian city
49. Untwist
50. Strike
51. “The Mamas and the _____”
52. Election participant
54. Actress ____ Foch

Lipinsky
56. Wicked
57. Communists (slang)
60. Tiny round mark

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1517

Jaipur, Dec. 13 (PTI): Just 
over two years old in the 
professional circuit, Indian 
boxing star Vijender Singh 
says he is quite content 
with the two belts he has 
won so far and will not 
rush things in his quest for 
a world title next year.

Vijender has fought 
nine bouts so far, winning 
all of  them, and has col-
lected the WBO Asia Pa-
cific and Oriental Super 
Middleweight titles.

The 32-year-old will be 
fighting his 10th bout come 
December 23 here against 
Ghana’s Ernest Amuzu, 
putting both his title on the 
line. Amuzu has competed 
in 25 bouts, winning 23 of  
them -- 21 of  them being 
knockouts.

“He is a good boxer 
with a record of  23 wins 
till now. It would be his first 
fight in Asia and he would 
be eager to win here. I am 
excited for this fight as I 
have sweet memories of  the 
Pink city where I spent a 
few months as a TC in Rail-
ways,” Vijender recalled.

“I am training hard in 
the ring for my 10th profes-
sional fight. I am going to 

Par cipants during the first annual sports meet of MGM College.

Players of Aizawl FC and Churchill Brothers during their I-League match on Wednesday.

Par cipants seen during the coaching camp at Jalukie on Monday.

Olympic gold is my ultimate 
target—Boxer Mary Kom

Will not rush things for world title—Vijender

MGM College annual sports meet culminates

36th AR organise friendly football match at Heningkunglwa

Aizawl beat Churchill in I-League tie

Hindu Yuva Sanga informs

Free football grassroots coaching camp at Jalukie

New Delhi ,  Dec.  13 
(IANS): She has achieved 
almost everything that 
women’s boxing can offer, 
but five-time World Cham-
pion M.C. Mary Kom is 
still yearning for the great-
est accolade in the world of  
sports -- winning gold at the 
Olympics.

Mary’s only appear-
ance at the Olympics came 
at the London Games in 
2012 when women’s box-
ing was introduced for the 
first time at the quadrennial 
sports spectacle. Having 
moved up to the 51 kg cat-
egory, she had ended up 
with a bronze medal.

She had admitted later 
that it was difficult to move 
out of  her favourite 48 kg 
category -- in which she 
had won her five world 
titles -- but the change had 
to be made as it was not 
included at the Olympics 
or the Asian Games.

However, with the In-
ternational Boxing Asso-
ciation (AIBA) debating 
over the prospect of  includ-
ing the 48 kilogram divi-
sion at next year’s Asian 
Games and probably the 
2020 Olympics, Mary is 
filled with renewed hope.

“I still have not won 
an Olympic gold. That is 
my ultimate target. I am 
working very hard with the 
2020 Olympics in mind. I 
am trying my best. The rest 

is up to God,” the Manipur 
icon told IANS.

“As long as I am alive, 
winning gold at the Olym-
pics will always be my 
greatest dream. That will 
remain a target till the end 
of  my career,” she added.

Mary added another 
title to her already over-
flowing trophy cabinet re-
cently by winning gold at 
the Asian Women’s Box-
ing Championship -- her 
fifth title at the continental 
level -- and has now set 
her sights on defending 

her Asian Games title next 
year.

That may prove to be 
a tall task for the average 
athlete, specially at 35, an 
age widely considered old 
and over the hill for a physi-
cally demanding sport like 
boxing. Mary, however, 
does not let such mundane 
details distract her from her 
goal. She is determined to 
overcome the problem of  
advancing age just as she 
has defeated every other 
obstacle that has come her 
way since childhood.

“My real strength is 
my will power. An ath-
lete needs to be mentally 
strong. This is more so in 
my case as I have had to 
prove myself  to people 
right from the beginning.

“I have had to face a 
lot of  obstacles. First of  all 
I am a girl, and as a result 
I had to fight initial disap-
roval from my family and 
society in general when I 
took up boxing. Then I got 
married which meant I had 
to adjust my schedule and 
lifestyle. Then I became a 

Aizawl, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Defending champions 
Aizawl FC tasted their 
first win of  the campaign 
with a 1-0 verdict over 
Churchill Brothers FC in 
their I-League match here 
on Wednesday.

Japanese forward Yugo 
Kobayashi (88th minute) 
scored the only goal of the 
game two minutes from the 
end of  regulation time to 
hand Aizawl the full three 
points in their first home 
match of the ongoing 2017-
18 season of the I-League.

The defending cham-
pions are now fifth in the 
10-team I-League table with 
four points from two match-
es. They had played out a 
2-2 draw with East Bengal 
in the first match of  their 
campaign.

Churchill continue to 
languish at the bottom of  
the table, having lost all the 
three matches they have 
played so far.

William Lalnunfela, 
who scored a brace for 

mother which meant more 
adjustment,” Mary said.

“Now I am fighting 
against age. At my age, it 
is a challenge to maintain 
fitness and compete against 
younger opponents. Now 
I have grown old for this 
sport. I have achieved a lot 
in my career. I have nothing 
left to prove. But I will keep 
on competing as long as 
my passion is alive. I want 
to wear the India jersey 
and contribute towards 
my country. I want to win 
medals for the country,” 
she added.

With India winning five 
gold and two bronze med-
als at the AIBA Women’s 
Youth World Champion-
ships last month, Mary is 
confident that changing 
social attitudes will see the 
country achieving even 
more glory in women’s 
boxing in future.

“Social attitudes to-
wards female participation 
in sports is changing slowly. 
Earlier girls from the north, 
specially Haryana and even 
those from the south, used 
to face a lot problems from 
their families while taking 
up boxing. This is true even 
now to some extent. But at-
titudes have changed,” she 
asserted.

“People should let their 
daughters play sports. Only 
then we will win medals at 
the Olympics.”   

beat him, of  course Singh 
is the King,” he quipped.

As  fo r  the  s eason 
ahead, Vijender said he is 
taking things slow.

“I am in no hurry and 
want to move ahead slow 
and steady.

Every bout and every 
round for me is like a final 
and hopefully I would be 
able to have a go at the 
world title in the next year.

“I want to fight at the 

right time so that I am able 
to fulfill my aspirations,” 
said Vijender. Asked which 
has been the toughest bout 
of  his professional career, 
Vijender said the debut was 
the hardest.

“I had to win it to prove 
that my decision of  turn-
ing professional was right. 
There are always hardships 
in the beginning but soon I 
starting anticipating well,” 
he said.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
The three day 1st annual 
sports meet of  MGM Col-
lege, Dimapur which com-
menced on Dec. 11 con-
cluded on Dec. 13 at MGM 
College campus, Sewak 
ground and MGM Higher 
Secondary School ground 
respectively. 

Rev.Fr Shibu Varghese, 
principal of  the college, 

inaugurated the opening 
ceremony. He inspired the 
students to take part in the 
activities with sportsman 
spirit and discipline. The 
oath taking ceremony was 
done by Karan Dholi of B.A 
2nd Semester.    

On the second day all 
athletics events was con-
ducted at Sewak ground 
where Dinesh Chandra, 

Camp commander Sewak 
was the chief guest. He also 
handed over the prizes to 
the participants at the end 
of the day.

The third and final day 
saw volleyball, basketball 
and badminton matches be-
ing played at MGM Higher 
Secondary School campus. 
Trophy for the leading house 
was bagged by Red house.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): The Hindu 
Yuva Sanga in a press not informed that 
spot registration is now open for Manik 
Bhattacharjee Memorial 2nd Open Night 
Badminton Tournament organised by 
Hindu Yuva Sanga to be held from Dec. 15 
till the 17th at PVHSS school campus from 

5pm onwards. While the tournament is a 
singles men’s championship, the registration 
fee is INR. 300. Cash rewards, trophies and 
certificates will be awarded to all.  For more 
information one can contact the following 
numbers: 9774745422/8259865219 and 
7005576082.

Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
36th Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (N) con-
ducted a friendly football 
match at Henningkunglwa, 
Peren district on Dec. 12. 

The aim of  the event 
was to spread goodwill and 
harmony amongst civil pub-
lic. The match was played 
between the team of  Hen-
ingkunglwa village Youth 

Club and 36th Assam Rifles 
which saw true sportsman-
ship displayed by players of  
both the teams.

17 players of  Hening-
kunglwa village Youth Club 
enthusiastically participated 
in the match. The youths 
were encouraged and ap-
preciated for their active 
participation in sports ac-
tivities.

Kohima, Dec. 13 (EMN): 
A free football grassroots 
coaching camp with the 
theme “Make football hap-
pen” got underway at Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School ground, Jalukie 
town on Dec. 11.

The coaching camp is 
organised by Nagaland 
Football Coaches Asso-
ciation (NFCA) in collabo-
ration with 36th Assam 
Rifles and Barak Football 
Club.

The camp was formal-
ly opened by Col. NMS 

Thakur, commandant 36th 
AR while introduction was 
made by Ayeto Ayemi, 
general secretary NFCA.

NFCA joint secretary 
Keyigumgwangbe Thou, 

who is also assistant camp 
director also spoke at the 
inaugural function.

This camp, designed for 
kids between 6 to 14 years, 
will go on till Dec. 16.

Aizawl against East Ben-
gal, was a notable absentee 
against Churchill Brothers. 

Former India star Shylo 
Malsawmtluanga, the most 
experienced player in the 
squad, had to sit out again 
meaning he will have to 
wait longer to make his 
debut for Aizawl FC in the 
I-League.

Churchill coach Mykola 

Shevchenko made three 
changes to his starting XI 
that faced Mohun Bagan in 
their previous match. Suraj 
and Israil Gurung took the 
field as Karthik Govind-
swamy and Emuejeraye 
Precious failed to retain 
their place in the starting 
line-up.

The home side did not 
waste time in carving out 

their first chance of  the 
match. Central defender 
Masih Saighani’s perfectly 
weighted through ball was 
chased down by Mka to 
deliver a perfect cross for 
Ivorian forward Zikahi Le-
once Dodoz who could not 
convert a golden chance as 
his header was parried away 
by Churchill goalkeeper 
James Kithan. 

Kobayashi’s shot from 
inside the box was blocked 
by Churchill centre-back 
Monday Osagie a few sec-
onds later. Though Aizawl 
dominated possession for 
the better part of  the first 
half, they could not cre-
ate any clear-cut chances. 
An injury to David Lalrin-
muana hampered the hosts 
as they lacked creativity and 
ideas in the attacking third 
of the pitch.

After the hour-mark, the 
home side upped the tempo 
and created several good 
chances but poor finish-
ing by Kobayashi let them 
down. Just when Churchill 
thought they deserved a 
point from the game, Ko-
bayashi calmly tucked in 
Dodoz’s pass and slotted in 
the only goal of the match.

Towards the end of the 
game, six additional min-
utes were not enough for 
Churchill Brothers who are 
still left empty-handed after 
three straight losses in the 
ongoing season.
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Medozhatuo Rutsa and other unveiling the mascot at Kohima local ground on 
Wednesday.

EM Images

(L) Winners of the men’s 100m race (m) a par cipant seen during men’s high jump (r) winners of men’s single tennis on Wednesday.
EM Images

India's captain Rohit Sharma plays a shot during the second ODI cricket match against Sri Lanka in Mohali, 
on Wednesday. Sharma becomes the first batsman in the world to hit three ODI double hundreds.

PTI

History made as 1st Nagaland Olympic games commence

India bounce back with Rohit's historic double ton Air India triumph at national badminton tourney

Mascot of KVSA meet unveiled

Tuensang leads at medal tally after day one

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 13 (EMN): After 
an impressive opening ceremony 
at the DDSC on Tue, the 1st edi-
tion of  the Nagaland Olympics 
entered day one on Wednesday. 
After months of  planning for 
the event, all focus will be on the 
sporting activities to be held for 
the next three days held in four 
different venues. 

During the all day sporting ac-
tivities at Nagaland Armed Police 
Training Centre (NAPTC), Vice 
President Nagaland Olympic 
Association (NOA), HK Khulu 
and other NOA members went 
around giving words of  encour-
agement to the sportsmen and 
women from different districts. 
NOA member, Abu Mehta dur-
ing the WUSHU championship 
said that the first Naga Olympics 

might be a small and simple step 
but hoped it will be significant 
and will become a new journey 
for sport in Nagaland. He further 
encouraged that the sportsman-
ship and discipline should be 
carried forward to bring pride to 
Nagaland.

The sporting events of  vari-
ous discipline across four venues 
of  Dimapur which included 
Police Complex Chumukedima,  
Tetso College, Niathu Resort and 
Lawn Tennis Centre and Kuda 
Village.

Results of  the various disci-
plines on Dec. 13 are as follows:

Athletics
5000M (men)
1st Pache, Tuensang
2nd Thungtimoba, Tuensang
3rd Longshithun G. Ovung, 

Mokokchung

3000M (women)
1stTsuchoi. T,  Tuensang
2nd Peiheiteile Esaluny, Di-

mapur
3rd Keleseny Valeo, Mokok-

chung
Shot put (Men)
1st Seluokuolie Kire, Kohima
2nd Melevo Rose, Phek
3rd Seyiekhrietuo Yiese, Ko-

hima
High jump (women)
1st Aungukali Kiho, Dimapur
2nd Kelhousenuo Soruno, 

Kohima
3rd Dziesengunuo, Kohima
100M (men)
1st Network Tunyi,  Phek
2nd Rongsenmeren, Dimapur
3rd Medoneituo Sekhose, 

Kohima
100M (women)
1st Tsujen Shiu, Tuensang

2nd Lanutula Jamir, Mokok-
chung

3rd Vitsokhonuo Rurhie, Ko-
hima

Shot put (women)
1st Ruulhoubeinuo, Dimapur
2nd Vithonu Theyo, Dimapur
3rd Petekhrienuo, Kohima
High jump (men)
1st Luzio Venuh, Phek
2nd Ato Chutso, Kohima
3rd Kuzhony, Phek
800M (women)
1stTsuchoi. T, Tuensang
2nd Pilheiteile, Dimapur
3rdShoniu. S, Tuensang
800M (men)
1st Dupisa Pucho, Kohima
2nd Mulusayi, Phek
3rd N. Punchong, Tuensang
Mens’ tennis 
1stVilesier Khate 
2nd Metba Phom 

3rd Zhaputso Khate 
Football (Group A)
1. Phek-3 & wokha-0
2. Mon-5 & Tuensang-2
3. Zunheboto-4 & Longleng-2
Taekwondo Boys (U-33kgs)
1st Tenloi Phom, Tuensang
2nd Numhei, Peren
3rd Neikhozo Naprantsu, 

Kohima
Taekwondo Boys (U-65kgs)
1st seyievilie Angami, Ko-

hima
2nd Kenielevo Nagi, Wokha
3rd Iteipetbo Nkie, Peren
4th Samuel Meen, Dimapur
In Archery, around 90 people 

are participating from 9 districts. 
The archery competition is being 
held in three different categories, 
namely, Indian Round, Recurve 
and Compound. The finals will 
be held on Dec. 15.

Mohali, Dec. 13 (IANS): 
Captain Rohit Sharma 
led from the front with a 
historic third ODI double 
ton (208 not out) as India 
thrashed Sri Lanka by 141 
runs to not only avenge 
the loss in the series open-
er but also level the three-
match rubber 1-1, at the 
Punjab Cricket Associa-
tion I.S. Bindra Stadium 
here on Wednesday.

Chasing a mammoth 
393, Sri Lanka rode on 
former skipper Angelo 
Mathews' defiant unbeat-
en second ODI ton (111 
from 132 balls, 4x9, 6x3) 
but kept losing wickets 
at regular intervals which 
derailed their chase.

Put in to bat on a win-
try sunny morning, Rohit 
and fellow opener Shikhar 
Dhawan (68 off  67, 4x9) 
laid the foundation with 
a solid 115-run opening 
stand before the Mumbai 
batsman bludgeoned his 
way to an unbeaten 153-
ball 208, comprising 13 
fours and 12 sixes.

Rohit, who fired his 
sixth ODI century of  the 
year, was later engaged in 
another massive 213-run 
stand for the second wick-
et with rookie Shreyas 
Iyer (88 off  70; 4x9, 2x6).

The 30-year-old Rohit 
had nudged his way to 
his century off  115 balls 
by the end of  the 40th 
over and then went on to 
thump 107 more off  his 
final 37 balls. He got to 
the landmark in 151 balls 
when he stole two runs 

Sl. 
No

District Gold Silver Bronze Total

1. Tuensang 5 1 2 8

2. Dimapur 3 4 3 10

3. Kohima 3 2 6 11

4. Phek 2 2 1 5

5. Mokokchung 0 1 2 3

6. Peren 0 1 1 2

7. Wokha 0 1 0 1

8. Longleng 0 1 0 1

9. Zunheboto 0 0 0 0

10. Mon 0 0 0 0

11. Kiphire 0 0 0 0

after nudging a full length 
delivery off  his counter-
part Thisara Perera in the 
final over of  the innings.

C o m i n g  i n t o  t h e 
match, the Mumbaikar 
was the only batsman to 
have hit two double tons. 
Rohit 's knock was the 
highest by an Indian cap-
tain against the islanders.

In reply, the islanders 
lost the opening duo of  
Upul Tharanga (7) and 
Danushka Gunathilaka 
(16) within the first power-
play even as Lahiru Thiri-
manne's (21) poor run 
with the willow continued 
to haunt them.

While Tharanga and 
Gunathilaka fell to Har-
dik Pandya and Jasprit 
Bumrah  respec t ive ly, 

Thirimanne's attempt to 
reverse-sweep a flat deliv-
ery angling into middle, 
was enough for debutant 
off-spinner Washington 
Sundar to claim his maid-
en ODI scalp.

The three quick wick-
ets brought in the experi-
enced Mathews, who an-
chored the 53-run fourth 
wicket stand with stumper 
Niroshan Dickwella (22) 
before leg-spinner Yuzven-
dra Chahal got rid of  the 
southpaw.

Reduced to 115/4, 
Asela Gunaratne (34) 
walked in to add 44 runs 
for the fifth wicket as Sri 
lanka crossed the 150-run 
mark with Mathews, near-
ing his half  century. 

But Chahal's loopy leg-

break cut short Gunara-
tne's stay at the crease as 
stumper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni didn't waste a sec-
ond in removing the bails.

Chahal then struck im-
mediately with the wicket 
of  Perera (5) before pac-
er Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
came back to remove Sa-
chith Pathirana (2) to re-
duce the tourists to 180/7.

With wickets tumbling 
at the other end, Mathews 
switched gears to reach 
within striking distance of  
his second ODI century, 
which came off  122 balls, 
when he nudged a deliv-
ery from Bhuvneshwar 
through mid-wicket for 
two runs even as the visi-
tors fell short by 141 runs 
in the end.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 13 (EMN): Golden-throated barbet (pezhie-ra) the 
bird was unveiled as the mascot for the 63rd Kohima Village Sport 
Association meet in Kohima on Wednesday.

During the launching of the mascot at the Kohima local ground, 
Vitsu Yhome, member of the organising committee said the mascot 
draws inspiration from the local bird (pezhie-ra) scientifically known 

G u wa h a t i ,  D e c.  1 3 
(IANS): Air India lived 
up to their top billing, 
beating Assam 3-1 to lift 
the mixed team crown of  
the 42nd Inter State-Inter 
Zonal Badminton Cham-
pionships 2017 here on 
Wednesday.

Top seeds Air India 
got off  to a flying start 
with Rahul Bharadwaj 
beating Orijit Chaliha 21-
14, 21-12 in 69 minutes. 

But Ashmita Chaliha 
got Assam's campaign 
back on track and restored 
parity with a 21-19, 24-22 

victory over Purva Barve. 
However, the hosts 

could not maintain the 
momentum and conceded 
the next one after the boys' 
doubles team of  Abhishek 
Borah and Rajsekhar Das 
went down 19-21, 17-21 
to the pair of  Rahul and 

Aryaman Tandon.
With Air India lead-

ing 2-1, Prashi Joshi and 
Mithula U.K beat Isha-
rani Baruah and Chimram 
Kalita 21-19, 21-13 in the 
women's double competi-
tion to seal the tie and lift 
the championship.

as the golden throated barbet bird. He said the 
bird still exists, especially during the plowing 
season was encouraging the male farmers to toll 
hard with its colorful feathers.

He also informed that an individual able to 
hunt the bird and use its magnificent feathers as 
earring or earlobes are blessed for abundance and 
prosperity by the village elders. Considering the 
might and the grandeur of the bird, the mascot 
has been christened as 'Kekuokeyho', which 
translated is ‘mightier and stronger’ said Yhome.

While the 63rd Kohima Village Sport Associ-
ation meet will be held from Jan. 13 till the 19th, 
2018 at Khouchiezie local ground, Kohima. 
Announcing this, Medozhatuo Rutsa, president 
Kohima Village Youth Organisation said this will 
be the 74 years of KVSA sports meet.

“Our forefathers have started this event to 
let the village grow closer and understand each 
other’s through sporting activities” said the 
president.

He said for Kohima village, the event is not 
only a sports meet but a festival for the village 
where every members and families come together 
in one platform and celebrate the festivities.

The president also said that that some of the 
youths from respective khel who started their 
sporting activities from this village level event has 
carried forwards their activities even in national 
levels.


