
The first ever Nagaland Olympic games started with a series  of spectacular display at the DDSC stadium on Tuesday evening. Seen here are some of the eye-catching acts captured during the opening ceremony.  

Special children of Cherry Blossoms School, Kohima performing during the service.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
If...if I were not a 

drunkard, I'd be the best 
sportsperson... and if 

drinking was a professional 
sport, we'd have the best 

team in the world.

Only I can change  
my life. No one can  

do it for me. 

~ Carol Burnett
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 10°
Agartala 28° 15°
Gangtok 22° 07°
Guwahati 27° 13°
Imphal 23° 09°

Itanagar 21° 14°
Shillong 19° 06°
Delhi 23° 10°
Kolkata 30° 17°
Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19.5° 6.7°
DIMAPUR 22.3° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 5mm 82%
DIMAPUR 4mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

DC Kma reminds about a forgotten law

This Christmas, reconcile among Nagas – Zeliang
20 MVA transformers 
at Nagarjan sub-station 
to function from today

‘Reconciled’ NPF legislators yet to meet

First ever Nagaland Olympics off to spectacular opening night

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Priyanka Chopra receives Mother 
Teresa Memorial award | P10

Pawar leads rally on 77th  
birthday, slams BJP’s allegations 

against Manmohan | P8

Van Gaal slams 'boring' 
United under Mourinho  |  P11

The event will witness the largest number of athletes ever assembled in Nagaland

Notifies on violations of Nagaland Money Lenders Act, 2005 ‘Memorandum 
of reconciliation’ 
yet to paper over 

cracks among 
warring legislators 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 12: After eight 
straight barren years – forced, 
by a curious combination of  
circumstances and geography, 
to transform into a playground 
for public rage on the streets – 
the city of  Dimapur is playing 
host to a major sporting event. 
Finally. 

The return of  sport from 
the wilderness couldn’t have 
found a better reception than 
the one accorded at the open-
ing ceremony of  the first ever 
Nagaland Olympics at the Di-

mapur District Sports Council 
(DDSC) stadium on Tuesday 
evening. 

The last time when Di-
mapur was involved in a sport-
ing activity of  this distinction 
was in late 2009 – when it 
hosted the inaugural event of  
Dr. T Ao football tournament 
for the Northeast states. The 
intervening years have barely 
seen any sporting activity of  
note in this commercial city 
– even while considering the 
blink-and-miss emergence of  
what was once called the Na-

galand Premier League. 
So, this sporting event – 

the first Nagaland Olympics – 
being hosted in Dimapur in so 
many ways represents more 
than just a mere landmark 
that needed crossing. This 
is an event that has brought 
together 1380 athletes from 
across the eleven districts of  
Nagaland to a common sport-
ing battlefield. For the first 
time ever – just in case we 
ever needed reminding.

When put into context, it 
comes with the potential to be 

monumental if  properly nur-
tured and pursued.   

According to the organis-
ers, this five-day sporting spec-
tacle will be spread across four 
venues in Dimapur: Nagaland 
police complex at Chumouke-
dima, Tetso College, Niathu 
Resort and the Lawn Tennis 
centre at Kuda village. 

The opening ceremony 
on Tuesday evening had the 
Governor of  Nagaland, PB 
Acharya as chief  guest. Also 
in attendance were the first 
Naga women Olympian, 

Chekrovolu Swuro; the first 
president of  Nagaland Ol-
ympic Association (NOA), 
Lanu Toy; current president 
of  NOA, Neiphiu Rio; and 
the grand-daughter of  the first 
Naga Olympian, Dr. T Ao.

Notwithstanding a fairly 
lukewarm turnout – which 
in itself  was not a bad thing 
considering the chill dragged 
in by an unseasonal down-
pour, and other night-time 
initiatives elsewhere in the 
city – the organisers man-
aged to deliver a spectacular 

opening ceremony that was 
serially punctuated by refined 
displays as diverse as middle-
aged Naga men bellowing the 
traditional Naga yodelling to 
teenagers on BMX cycles per-
forming jaw-dropping somer-
saults. 

However, the poignancy of  
the entire spectacle came from 
the most unexpected source. 
Ozzy Osbourne – a rock-star 
famous for starring in some of  
the most-hair-raising headline 
acts in the pop industry.

Before the opening cer-

emony was officially set in 
motion, the stage was given to 
one of  the more popular rock 
bands to have emerged recent-
ly from Nagaland: Lords of  
Rock. After repeatedly cover-
ing Whitesnake and Guns N’ 
Roses, the band closed their 
performance with one of  Oz-
zy’s more subdued deliveries: 
Mama, I’m coming home.       

Finally, a true sporting 
spectacle was home. And on 
Tuesday night at the DDSC 
stadium, it certainly felt like 
long time coming. 

a quote of the renowned 
American evangelist Billy 
Graham that Christmas 
signifies the link that binds 
a lost world to a loving God 
and that Christmas means 
God is interested in the af-
fairs of the people.

He talked about the 
need for the people to ask 
themselves if  they were 
capable of managing their 
affairs. “History has proven 
too well that if  not for the 
hand of the loving God, 
controlling the affairs of  
man, then things can go 
terribly wrong. People who 
always see the problems 
and chaos in the world tend 
to disprove the existence of  
our loving God but the fact 
that we are here today de-
spite our many failures and 
shortcomings is a testimony 
that God has not given up 
on us. That He is interested 
in us,” Dolie said.

Dolie also talked about 
the conviction of God’s 
grace that despite His an-

ger on the sinful ways of  
man, He promises to heal 
(forgive), lead (providential 
governance) and restore 
comfort (shalom). 

“The inability to save 
ourselves, coupled with our 
lost-ness in meaningless-
ness, necessitated Jesus, the 
son of God to come and 
dwell with us and help us 
understand our sins and 
thereby lead us to God. 
Therefore, Jesus is relevant 
and will always be relevant 
for as long as there are sinful 
people here on earth,” the 
speaker asserted, adding, 
“God is interested in the af-
fairs of man, that was why 
he planted a way to restore 
the broken relationships.”

Stating that prophesies 
concerning the birth of Je-
sus were fulfilled exactly as 
prophesied, he maintained 
while the fulfilment should 
excite people, it should also 
frighten them because there 
are prophesies concerning 
judgment which will also 

take place as written.
Meanwhile, express-

ing concern that there was 
a kind of reasoning in the 
Naga society today that 
throws responsibilities to 
others except oneself, he 
cited the criticism that the 
NBCC received when it 
launched its ‘clean election’ 
campaign earlier this year. 

“My prayer is that, let 
us humbly submit ourselves 
before God, who is high 
and mighty but also who is 
with the contrite and lowly, 
that we can straighten our 
standing before him and 
make this season a mean-
ingful one personally. If  we 
all do that then there will be 
a joyful Christmas despite 
the seemingly bad year for 
us,” Dolie stated.

He concluded by say-
ing, “Christmas is all about 
God’s gift of restoration 
and peace. Christmas is an 
old story which will never 
grow old because it will al-
ways be relevant for as long 

as there is longing for resto-
ration and peace.”

Chief secretary Pankaj 
Kumar, in his message, said 
that the state has had its 
share of ‘ups and downs’ 
in 2017 starting from the 
ULB issue, political turbu-
lence to natural calamities, 
while also being able to 
achieve milestones in differ-
ent fields.

Acknowledging that 
Christmas is the time for 
spiritual communion with 
the Almighty, he hoped that 
the strength derived from 
this spiritual experience 
hold the people in good 
stead in negotiating the chal-
lenges, making progress and 
achieving new milestone in 
the year ahead. 

During the programme, 
children with special needs 
from Cherry Blossoms 
School Kohima and the 
Angelic Choir presented 
songs.  The programme was 
chaired by the state chap-
lain, Rev. Kuzeirang Thou.

affair hosted by the chief  minister, 
which was held on Dec. 12.

Talking to media persons on the 
sidelines of the event, Zeliang ad-
mitted that the ‘newly reconciled’ 
groups were yet to meet, except for 
the delegates of the reconciliation 
meeting. He also denied some local 
media reports that there was going 
to be a reshuffle in the ministry.

“So far we have not decided 
anything. No reshuffle or change 
of  guard has been discussed....
Both groups are yet to meet also, 
so we do not know what they are 
thinking. Hopefully, we will dis-
cuss tomorrow,” Zeliang said. 

He was positive that they will 
be meeting on Dec.13 during the 
scheduled traditional DAN legis-
lature meeting which takes place 
before an ensuing Assembly ses-
sion. The Governor has sum-
moned the 19th session of  the 
12th NLA on Dec. 14.

On the current reconciliation, 
the chief  minister said it was ne-
cessitated because of  the fear that 
the Election Commission of  India 
(ECI) could freeze the NPF party 
symbol and he feels that it would 
not do well with the Naga people 
if  the party symbol was frozen at 
this juncture.

“In order to avoid all these 
unpredictable situations, we have 
decided to reconcile. All the like-
minded group will work together,” 
he stated.

When pointed out that simi-
lar disputes in other states did not 
face freezing of  party symbols, 
Zeliang admitted that in the NPF 
issue, there was overlapping in 
CEC signatures- that some have 
signed for both the groups. Other 
than this, he said the majority of  
legislature was very clear. “We 
hope both sides will be true to the 
reconciliation,” he stated.

On the Naga peace talks, Ze-
liang reiterated the legislators’ 
view that solution should come 
before election. However, in the 
event that the ECI announces the 
election, he said they were duty-
bound under the constitution of  
India, to face election. “But we 
urge upon the government of  
India that solution should come 
before election, or in the event it 
does not, election should be de-
ferred or postponed,” he said.

On his constant meeting with 
the central leaders and made re-
peated appeals on the matter, he 
said “we are getting good respons-
es from the union home minister 
and even the president of  India, 
they have assure that they would 
do their best: that solution comes 
before 2018 election, but no one 
can guarantee.”

“We are hopeful, though,” he 
added.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of  Kohima on Tuesday 
issued a stern warning 
to those who indulge in 
unauthorised practice of  
money lending in viola-
tion of  various sections 
of  the Nagaland Money 
Lenders Act 2005. 

The DC stated that the 
district administration has 
been receiving complaints 
regarding lending money 
by un-licensed money 
lenders, charging exor-
bitant interest rates and 
cases of  threat, intimida-
tion and forceful seizure 
of  moveable/immove-
able properties which are 
violation of  the Nagaland 
Money Lenders Act 2005, 
reported the DIPR.

As per Section 24 of  
the Nagaland Money 
Lenders Act 2005 whoever 

carries on money lending 
business without a license 
shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to 6 
months or with fine which 
may extend to INR 2500 
or with both. 

As per the relevant sub 
section of  Section 7, no 
money lender can charge 
interests at a rate exceed-
ing more than 3% above 
the prevailing average 
bank rates of  interest on 
loans and that rate of  in-
terest shall be per annum 
simple interest on the prin-
cipal amount of  the loan. 
Under Section 16 (1) (b), 
any money lender wheth-
er licensed or not who re-
ceives interest higher than 
the rate prescribed under 
Section 7 or at the rate 
higher than the rate shown 
in the accounts shall be 

punishable with imprison-
ment for term which may 
exceed to one year or with 
fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees or 
with both. 

Any aggrieved person 
can file a money suit in 
respect of  any offence like 
excess charge of  interest, 
no proper maintenance 
of  records, failure to keep 
full and detailed descrip-
tion of  each of  the articles 
taken in pawn by pawn 
broker. 

In cases of  criminal 
offence arising out of  this 
act like 'threat, intimida-
tion, assault, abduction, 
kidnap, forceful seizing 
of  moveable/immoveable 
property etc.,’ a criminal 
complaint can be lodged 
under section 20 of  the 
said act before a compe-
tent authority. 

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): The Commissioner and Sec-
retary (Power) KD Vizo informed on Tuesday that the 
new 20 MVA transformer at Nagarjan sub-station will 
start operation from Dec, 13, thus increasing the total 
capacity to 50 MVA.

"It is to inform the general citizens that the depart-
ment of  Power is finally putting the new 20 MVA trans-
former at Nagarjan sub-station in operation on 13th De-
cember 2017 and by this process 50 MVA transformer 
capacity will be functioning at Nagarjan sub-station,” a 
press release informed.  

“Some portion of  the earlier  Nagarjan sub-station 
load has also been shifted to 20 MVA Sovima sub-station 
and with this arrangement, Metha Colony at Dimapur 
will be having about 20 MVA load allocation and the 
other parts of  Dimapur will be getting almost the same 
capacity that is prevailing before the unfortunate fire in-
cident," stated the commissioner. 

He also stated that the department is ready to com-
mission another new '24 MVA transformer' at Kohima 
that will ensure better management of  power-rationing 
in the state capital. 

The commissioner also announced that the approval 
for the purchase of  a one new 100 MVA transformer to be 
installed at Nagarjan sub-station as a 'permanent solution' 
has been done by the government and that engineers were 
on the job to finalise the purchase.  

"All out effort will be given to install and commission 
the equipment in the shortest possible time," he stated. 
Vizo also informed that most of  the small distribution 
transformers across the state were also overloaded due to 
use of  non-efficient incandescent bulbs and other 'non-
economical practices' during the festive season.

He requested all the 'rich' consumers to use power effi-
cient compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) and Light Emitting 
Diode (LED) bulbs so that even poor people may be in a 
position to have at least a bulb glowing in their homes.

Vizo also thanked the consumers of  Dimapur for co-
operation during the period following the transformer 
breakdown at Nagarjan sub-station.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 12 (EMN): While 
the news of  a reconciliation be-
tween the erstwhile warring fac-
tions of  the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) are rife, particularly after 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang and 
NPF president Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu signed a ‘memorandum 
of  reconciliation’ on Dec. 8, some 
internal rumbles evidently contin-
ue to persist.

The MLAs on Liezietsu’s side 
failed to turn up at the Legislators’ 
pre-Christmas service, an annual 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
on Tuesday said the Naga 
people have been yearning 
for permanent peace for so 
long and with Christmas 
being a celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ who 
lived a life of peace, he felt 
this was the season when all 
can pray together for peace 
and harmony.

“Let us pray for all the 
leaders serving at all levels 
so that the mercy of our 
Lord and saviour Jesus 
Christ humble their hearts 
and bestow wisdom, cour-
age and humility. Let us 
also pray for peace and 
reconciliation amongst dif-
ferent sections of our Naga 
people,” Zeliang said while 
conveying Christmas greet-
ings at the legislators’ pre-
christmas service on Dec. 
12 evening at the state ban-
quet hall in Kohima.

“I believe that the mes-
sage of Christmas has the 
power to transform and 
solve the problems facing 
the world and humanity. 
This Christmas, let us all put 
in our best efforts to renew 
relationships not only with 
those who are near and dear 
to us but with every fellow 
human beings in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
the chief minister stated.

Dr. Atsi Dolie, executive 
director of Angami Baptist 
Church Council (ABCC), 
who was the main speaker 
on the occasion, delivered 
a strong message through 



DC Mon notifies political parties on EVMs and VVPATs 

SD Jain observes 70th annual day 

Ex-servicemen rally 
held in Dimapur

Heraka youth organises social 
responsibility workshop 

Journalists, officials visit plantation sites

Phek DPDB approves district website
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Shanavas C addressing the monthly Phek DPDB meeting on Dec. 12.

Kekhwangule Lea inaugurating the 17th ATM booth at Chozouba on 
Mon.

Y Kikheto Sema addressing the 48th general conference of SKK at Zutovi village on Tuesday. 

Officials and journalists seen during the field visit in Kohima on Tuesday.

Resource person being felicitated.

DC Dimapur being felicitated by Jain Samaj members on the occasion of the 70th annual day.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 15.8 13.4 14.1 96 24.4

ZBT 13.3 7.1 12.3 93 19.8

MON 19.2 - 12 91 4

TUENSANG 18 13.2 12.9 82 10.1

MKG 18.2 13 11.1 65 14.2

PHEK 16.6 15.6 17.5 92 5.2

KIPHIRE 12 8 13.9 98 6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 18 15 16.7 98 25.4

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 20 14 16.6 87 24.8

JALUKIE 19 11 16.4 90 16

MANGKOLEMBA 25.2 18.8 19.5 98 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Gov. to grace NSBSG golden jubilee
Governor and chief patron of Nagaland State Bharat Scouts 
Guides, PB Acharya will be gracing the NSBSG golden 
jubilee celebrating on Dec. 15, 10 a.m. at State Training 
Centre, Phezha, Nerhema, under the theme “One world, 
one goal.” Parliamentary secretary YRS and president 
NSBSG, K Khekaho Assumi will chair the programme.

NCSU annual general meet
The Nagaland Contractors’ & Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) head 
office Kohima has convened an annual general meeting 
cum advent Christmas on Dec. 15. The meeting will be held 
at NCSU conference hall at 12 noon and advent Christmas 
celebration at 4 p.m. at Hotel Ura, PR Hill, Kohima. 
Therefore all NCSU bonafide members are requested to 
attend the same.

HMHP to organise  
special advent Christmas
The Healing Ministry for Handicapped People (HMHP) 
will be organising advent Christmas special service with 
handicapped people on Dec. 17, 12:30 p.m. at Dimapur 
Railway station parking site. Te ministry has invited all to 
be a part of the celebration.

Business Association  
of Doragathar notifies  
In concurrence with the earlier Darogapathar Village 
Council’s resolution, the Business Association of 
Darogapathar (BAD) has banned any form of Christmas 
donations, sale of lotteries or calendars and other such 
activities/demands in lieu of money. Meanwhile, the 
association also thanked the Darogapathar Village Council, 
Darogapathar Action Committee, Darogapathar Youth 
Organisation (Quick Response Team), the Commissioner of 
Police, East Police Station and Diphupar Police Station for 
their constant support in maintaining law and order.

NEWS IN BRIEF

NStCB installs ATM at Chozoubo

Kikheto underscores the need for 
visionary people to lead Nagas

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
Citing a passage from the 
Bible (Proverbs 29:18) 
“when there is no vision 
the people perish” Secre-
tary LRD & Finance Y 
Kikheto Sema underscored 
the need for visionary peo-
ple to lead the Nagas. 

He also called for an 
end of  division amongst 
tribe, clan and other alike if  
the society has to positively 
progress. 

The secretary was ad-
dressing as a special guest 

at the 3-day 48th General 
Conference of  Sumi Kiphi-
mi Kuqhakulu (SKK) on 
Tuesday at Zutovi village 
under Dimapuer district, 
being held under the theme, 
‘Akughupu Tuqhudo’ (De-
fining moment).

“Now is the time to 
heal ourselves and our so-
ciety where corruption and 
division has fully infested 
every fabric of  the society,” 
Kikheto said.

With SKK at the fore-
front in the clean election 

campaign, Kikheto urged 
the students to make elec-
tion within the students’ 
union clean. “Election 
within your union will de-
fine the moment of  how 
and where SKK stand on 
doing right,” he said. 

He also expressed op-
timism that things would 
gradually fall into its place 
when people speak the 
truth and frankly share 
their views.

Kikheto pointed out 
that with 1.40 lac. employ-

ees and government spend-
ing around Rs. 5000 cr. an-
nually on salary, economic 
condition of  the people 
could be decent if  the mon-
ey was circulated within 
the state. However, he rued 
that the money was going 
outside since there was no 
work culture among the 
Naga society. 

He also mentioned that 
SKK mission of  ‘doing 
right’ and its clean election 
campaign was aptly related 
to the conference theme, 

‘defining moment.’
Delivering greetings, 

Western Sumi Hoho presi-
dent, Zheshito Swu advised 
the students to be careful 
about usage of  social me-
dia as it has both merits 
and demerits. He also en-
couraged the students to 
get habituated to speaking 
and writing in Sumi dialect 
within the community. 

Thousands of  students 
from 17 units under SKK is 
said to have been attending 
the conference. 

Pastor Zutovi Baptist 
Church, Rev. Shitovi Swu 
invoked God’s blessing 
while ‘Ato Kukau’ head Gb 
of  Zutovi village delivered 
welcome address.

Students of  Livingstone 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur enacted a drama 
depicting corruption and 
social evils in the society.

The Inaugural session 
on Wednesday morning, 
Governor PB Acharya will 
grace the event as the chief  
guest while Dr. Hotokhu 
Chishi,  joint director, 
Health & Family Welfare 
will be the main speaker 
of  the evening session. The 
conference will culminate 
on December 14.

D i m a p u r,  D e c.  1 2 
(EMN): On the second 
day of  the media work-
shop on climate change 
reporting group of  re-
porters from different 
departments, journalists 
and government officials 
of  India undertook field 
visits in and around Ko-
hima on Tuesday.

During the field vis-
its to Thizama and L-
Khel plantation areas, 
district project officer, 
Kohima, Dr. Menesetuo 
Tseikha explained about 
the Spring Shed Devel-
opment Project initiated 
by department of  Land 
Resources Nagaland, in 
convergence with People 
Science Institute, Dehra-

dun and PMKSY-WDC 
focusing on regenerat-
ing springs, streams and 
underground flows. He 
also highlighted on cof-
fee plantation developed 
through watershed pro-
gramme, managed by 
the rural community 
and supported by state 
government. He also 
informed that approxi-
mately 16,18,000 coffee 
plants were planted in 
Kohima district alone 
which is encouraging as 
per the department’s ob-
servation is concerned.

Participants also ap-
praised the benefit to 
farmers and inter-rela-
tion to climate change 
conservation.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Co-
operative Bank (NStCB) 
has installed its 17th ATM 
Booth at Chozouba on 
Dec. 11 and was inau-
gurated by Kekhwangule 
Lea, vice chairman of  the 
NstCB. The vice chairman 
in his inaugural address 
enlightened the leaders and 
people of  Chozuba area 
that they are fortunate to 

have the NStCB at Chozu-
ba as the bank is catering to 
the techno banking needs 
of  the people and also the 
credit requirements of  co-
operative societies, SHGs, 
JLGs and government em-
ployees. He said that the 
bank is installing ATM 
booth in Chazouba for 
financial ease and benefits 
of  the people of  the area. 

He called also upon the 

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
SD Jain Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur observed 
70th Annual Day on Dec. 
11 with Deputy Commis-
sioner, Dimapur Sushil Ku-
mar Patel as chief  guest.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, DC highlighted 
the changing scenario in 
the field of  education with 
the advent of  internet and 
mobile phones.  He advised 
the students that one need 
to have the passion to come 
on top through constant ef-
fort and hard work. 

 He also requested the 
parents to give quality time 
to their children in their 

studies. “The kind of  guid-
ance and encouragement 
that parents can provide 
to their children is like a 
long term investment as the 
children are the asset of  a 
family and the nation,” Pa-
tel said.  He remarked that 
parents also play an equal 
role with teachers in shap-
ing the future of  a child. 

He appreciated the SD 
Jain Samaj for the valu-
able contributions they are 
making to the society in the 
form of  providing quality 
education to the students 
through their educational 
institutions like the higher 
secondary school and girls’ 

college.
Secretary of  School 

Managing Committee, 
Ajay Sethi, in his welcome 
address, highlighted the 
initiatives undertaken by 
the school for the overall 
progress of  the school. He 
asserted that the Jain Samaj 
will continue to support 
the school in whatever way 
possible to provide quality 
education to the students 
in the days to come.

Principal of  the school, 
Reji Abraham, presented 
the school annual report 
highlighting the various 
programmes and activities 
conducted by the school. 

On the occasion, win-
ners of  different competi-
tions held earlier and class 
toppers were also felici-
tated with mementoes and 
certificates. Payal Kumari 
Sharma , the 4th state rank 
holder in the HSSLC exam-
ination 2017 in commerce 
stream was felicitated by 
the chief  guest with cash 
rewards, memento and 
certificate.

Various cultural items 
were performed by the 
students. the event was 
attended by parents, Jain 
Samaj executives, other 
communities leaders and 
well wishers. 

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): Deputy 
Commissioner and District Election 
Officer Mon, Tha V Aseelan has in-
formed Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
Indian National Congress (INC), 
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), 
Naga People’s Front (NPF), Mon 
district that the First Level Checking 
(FLC) of  EVMs & VVPATs to be 
used for the forthcoming Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly election has 
been scheduled between Dec. 21 to 

23rd at Executive Hall, DC Office 
Complex, Mon from 9 a.m. onwards. 
In this connection, attendance of  rep-
resentatives has been requested.

The notification also informed 
that entry in the FLC hall shall be 
permitted only after verification of  
the identity of  the representative, for 
which ID cards will be issued on Dec. 
21 by 8 a.m. 

As directed by the Election Com-
mission of  lndia (ECI), the FLC hall 

shall remain electronically sanitized. 
Therefore, no cell phones, cameras 
or other electronic devices shall be 
allowed in the hall. Representatives 
are requested to cooperate with the 
staff  and security personnel present. 
Record of  visitors will be main-
tained. 

DEO also informed that training 
on the use of  EVMs/VVPATs and 
the FLC process for parties will be 
conducted soon.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
The monthly meeting of  
Phek District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) was held at DPDB 
conference hall, Phek on 
Dec. 12, under the chair-

manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner and Vice Chair-
man, Shanavas C.

The meeting reviewed 
the last meeting minutes 
and approved the devel-
opment of  Phek District 

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
The Zeliangrong Her-
aka Youth Organisation 
(ZHYO) Dimapur in collab-
oration with Janjati Vikas 
Samiti Nagaland organised 
a workshop on “Social re-
sponsibility” from Dec. 8 to 
the 10th at JVSN complex, 
Signal Angami, Dimapur.

During the inaugural 
programme president ZHY-
OD, Huzantadbo Meriam, 
spoke on youth and social 
responsibility.

On the first day of  the 
workshop, Dr. Kathaka-
li Bhattacharjee, culture 
research associate from 
Vivekananda Kendra spoke 
on world religion. She high-
lighted the indigenous faith 
of the world citing the exam-
ple of Swami Vivekananda 

representing on world par-
liament of religion in 1892. 
She also shared about the 
international conference 
and gathering of  ancient 
culture which had been tak-
ing place after every three 
year since 2003.

Another resources per-
son spoke on highlighted 
about the PMKVY scheme 
launched by the central gov-
ernment for the youth of the 
nation while Nabam from 
Arunachal Vikas Parisad 
spoke on indigenous faith 
prevailing in the Northeast.

On the second day, Ani-
nge spoke on the role of  
youth in the society while 
Gopal Krishna and Bine-
ta Jigdung, vice president 
JVSN spoke on sources of  
inspiration.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): The ex-servicemen rally was con-
ducted at Rangapahar, Dimapur on Dec. 12 under the aegis 
of the Spear Corps of the Army.  The event was attended by 
more than 200 ex-servicemen and veer naris. 

The rally addressed various concerns of ex-servicemen 
and also re-invigorating their association with the army.  Vari-
ous stalls extending health, banking, resettlement, pension 
issues, Ex-servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) 
assistance and recruitment information / facilities for the 
attendees were also set up.  T

Major Gen. Atanu K Pattanaik, SM, chief of staff of the 
Spear Corps inaugurated the rally, followed by sharing of  
information on provisions and facilities for the ex-servicemen 
and dependents by representatives of the district administra-
tion.  War veteran team from the World War II and six veer 
naris were also felicitated during the programme.

website for which the de-
partments were requested 
to give write ups of  their 
departmental activities 
and submit it within the 
week for the inclusion in 
the website.

Departmental activi-
ties presentation was given 
by JNV, Zuketsa and ITI, 
Phek. The DC informed 
the head of  offices to re-
main in their station and 
work for the benefit of  
the public. He also sought 
co-operation for the forth-
coming election. 

The function of  EVM 
machine was also dem-
onstrated to the house 
by ADC, Phek K Mhat-
hungTsanglao.

The next DPDB de-
partmental activities pres-
entation will be given by 
District Sports Officer, 
Phek and Food & Civil 
supply, Phek.

people to open accounts 
with the bank for saving 
their hard earned money 
and also to avail loan from 
the bank for their economic 
activities. He said recycling 
of  fund is very important 
in bank and urge upon 
them for timely recovery 
of  loans availed by them so 
that loans can be extended 
to all people of  the area. 
He said that the bank ATM 
booth installed belongs 
to the people of  Chozuba 
area and they should take 
care as their property.  

The inauguration pro-
gramme was chaired by 
D.Sale, general manag-
er (ID) while invocation 
prayer was pronounced by 
Vesavo Shijoh, Pastor of  
Chozuba Baptist Church. 
Welcome note was ex-
tended by manager (ID) 
Neilalie Chiero.

The general manager 
in his keynote address in-
formed that the NStCB 
is functioning all over the 
state with modern technol-
ogy and extending finan-
cial help to all the people 
particularly to the mar-
ginal farmers and down 
trodden people of   the 
state. He also called on the 
people to avail the benefits 
of  banking.
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NNC disowns misleading statement
Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): Naga 
National Council (NNC) was 
alarmed by certain misleading 
statements by some Naga groups 
concerning the Naga national af-
fairs.

NNC has issued this statement 
following the recently meeting 
of  the Central Executive Council 
(CEC) in its office at Chedema 
Peace Camp, Chedema, on No-
vember 24. 

On the Forum for Naga Rec-
onciliation (FNR) public statement 
signed by 34 Nagas claiming that 
it met with NNC/FGN 37 times, 
NNC clarified that it has a record 
of  such meeting only two times – 
one on July 29, 2008, and the other 
on February 14, 2009. It stated that 
the remaining 35 times whom and 
how FNR met with were not in the 
knowledge of  the NNC.  

NNC has also contended with 
the proposed FNR “Naga Day” 
on January 10, 2018, in coincid-
ing with the date the Naga Club 
met the Indian Statutory Commis-
sion, popularly known as “Simon 
Commission.” Stating that Janu-
ary 10, 1929, was a landmark in 
Naga history, it reminded FNR 
that Nagas have more important 
Naga national days such as Naga 
Republic Day of  March 22, Naga 

Voluntary Plebiscite Day of  May 
16, Naga Independence Day of  
Ausgut 14. Stating that those were 
hard earned Naga national days 
through blood and tears, it advised 
FNR to go forward, not backward.

On Lt. Gen. (Retd) Thinose-
lie M Keyho’s comment on the 
Framework Agreement of  August 
3, 2015, the NNC has termed as 
outrageous and not acceptable by 
the Naga National Council. It has 
countered the state of  Thinoselie 
who had reported stated that “We 
all accept the fact that the NSCN 
(IM) has done many good and 
positive things for the Naga na-
tion.” It stated that “Nothing can 
be far from the truth then such an 
irresponsible statement.” 

To refresh the writer’s memory, 
it stated that the formation of  the 
National Socialist Council of  Na-
galand (NSCN) was a direct viola-
tion of  Lakhuti Resolution 2. 

On the statement of  United 
Naga Tribes Association on Bor-
der Areas (UNTABA) representa-
tion to NSCN (IM) Ato Kilonser, 
it stated the “9 Point Agreement” 
was negotiated at one point of  time 
between the Naga National Coun-
cil and the Assam Governor Akbar 
Hydari representing India. But fi-
nally the said proposal/agreement 

was not accepted by both the NNC 
and the Indian authority of  the 
day. It, therefore, stated that it was 
erroneous and would be commit-
ting political blunder to say that “ 
the sole political reason on which 
the Naga people joined the Union 
of  India.”

A press release issued by NNC 
Central Executive Council stated 
that there was nothing as such on 
the part of  NNC that had commit-
ted Nagas to join the Union of  In-
dia. It further affirmed that NNC 
representing all Nagas is maintain-
ing and asserting the sovereign 
right of  independence till today. 

NSCN (IM) assures solution 
at right time 
Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): Mak-
ing an analogy that successful 
treatment of  any sickness depends 
on the right diagnosis of  the dis-
ease, vice president of  NSCN (IM) 
Gen. (retired) Kholi Konyak stated 
that a correct assessment of  the 
causative factors to any problem is 
the key to get it resolved success-
fully.

Kholi Konyak stated this in his 
address at the winter session of  
tatar hoho held at CHQ Hebron 
on December 12. 

Addressing the members, Kho-

li reminded of  its vowed commit-
ment and responsibility to get right 
assessment of  the all factors caus-
ing national problems at the mo-
ment and take the right decision to 
get them resolved at the right time.

“Let us be aware of  elements 
that are trying to undo the road-
map laid for finalising the ongoing 
Indo-Naga political negotiation 
with an honourable and mutually 
acceptable solution,” Kholi said.

He further reminded the house 
that ‘no force on earth could man-
age to destroy our nation in the 
past and in the present, neither can 
any force destroy us in future,’ be-
cause by the grace of  God Naga 
political and historical rights have 
been secured with the 3rd August 
2015 Framework Agreement.

He has also sought the divine 
guidance and blessing upon every 
policy so that no mistake is com-
mitted n the path towards finding 
an honourable settlement at the 
earliest.

The vice president has also 
sought the divine providence to 
sustain every one spiritually, physi-
cally and politically. He has fur-
ther paid homage to the martyrs 
of  Naga nation, whose supreme 
sacrifices have shaped the future 
destiny.

ANCSU for alternative arrangement on scholarship

NSCN (K) cadre killed in encounter 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
All Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU) has 
submitted a memorandum 
to the chief minister ask-
ing for an alternative ar-
rangement for payment of  
remaining amount of Post 
Matric Scholarship in order 
to avoid further misunder-
standings.

“Despite the numer-
ous appeals from ANCSU 
for deliberation of scholar-
ship, the state government 
has paid no heed,” stated 
a ANSCU memorandum 
to the chief minister. The 
union has sought immedi-
ate action before the Winter 
Session of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly which 
is scheduled on December 
14 and 15.

It may be mentioned 
that on November 30, 
ANCSU had set a 10-day 
deadline to the state govern-
ment to release the second 
instalment of scholarship, 
which was unheeded to de-
spite assurance given by the 
chief secretary.

Addressing the media, 
ANCSU president Katho P 
Awomi expressed dismayed 
with the performance of  
the state government say-
ing that the latter was more 

interested into the affairs 
of the government thereby 
failing to look into the wel-
fare of the people. He was 
of the view that scholar-
ship disbursement for 2016 
should not go beyond 2017. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, ANCSU vice 
president Benjong Long-
char said that the assurance 
made by the chief secretary 
had failed to provide posi-
tive responds. He said that 
the students were victim-
ized every year because 
of the delayed in payment 
of scholarship due to un-
known reason.

In this regard he stated 
that ANSCU had submit-
ted a memorandum asking 
for separate cell or nodal 
department for implement-
ing of all the scholarship 
schemes. 

“Different scholarship 
schemes are initiated by 
different respective depart-
ments, which create confu-
sion among the beneficiaries 
and causes delay every year. 
And therefore, setting up of a 
separate Cell for all the schol-
arship schemes will definitely 
anticipate smooth function-
ing of the mentioned.” the 
memorandum reads.

The memorandum 
also asked the chief min-

ister to revoke the P&AR 
dated 26th Oct. 2017 office 
memorandum. Opposing 
the 26th Oct office memo-
randum vide NO. AR-3/
Gen-174/2007(pt) Dated 
26th Oct 2017, for filling up 
class-III non-gazetted posts 
through departmental re-
cruitment board and scrap-
ping away from the purview 
of NPSC, depriving the 
rights of the Public Service 
Aspirants, the ANCSU ap-
peal to CM to revoke the 
order through cabinet meet-
ing immediately and to be 
reverted back to the pur-
view of NPSC for free and 
fair competitions.

ANCSU has also op-
posed the 11th August 
2016 P&AR O.M vide NO. 
AR-5/ASSO/98 Dated, 
Kohima, regularising the 
government employees ap-
pointed on contract basis 
under different departments 
with the completion of  
three years in service.

ANCSU has also con-
demned the backdoor ap-
pointment which directly or 
indirectly deprives the de-
serving candidates through 
fair and competitive exami-
nations. ANCSU memo-
randum stated that it would 
not sit back and agree on 
such partial policies.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): One hardcore 
cadre of  NSCN (L) was reported killed in 
a major operation launched by the Khonsa 
battalion of  security forces near Tissa vil-
lage under Longding district in Arunachal 
Pradesh on December 11.

The security forces launched the op-
eration following specific intelligent infor-
mation about NSCN (K) cadres carrying 
out extortion from villagers in Tissa. The 
Khonsa battalions swiftly launched an op-
eration in the afternoon of  December 11 
after identifying the suspected house.

On approaching the house, the column 
noticed two suspected cadres trying to flee 

the scene. On being challenged to surren-
der, the fleeing militants opened fire on the 
column. In the retaliatory fire, one cadre 
was killed while the other cadre managed 
to escape under cover of  dense foliage.

During search, the troops recovered 
a Colt pistol, radio set and other incrimi-
nating evidence from the slain cadre. The 
search of  the area for the escaped militant 
was still in progress and identity of  the 
neutralised cadre is being determined.

A security force press release stated 
that NSCN (K) and ULFA cadres are car-
rying out extortion activities in the region 
since the beginning of  November. 
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Chief guest and DNC advisor Kakheho Dennis Yepthomi with DCCI 
president Akashe Zhimomi ligh ng the candle in paying tribute to former 
DCCI president late H Hokivi Chishi at the ongoing DNC 2017 in Dimapur.   
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Commissioner and Secretary of Health & Family Welfare, R 
Ramakrishnan, inspec ng the stalls at the state level Agogya Fair 2017 in 
Mokokchung on December 12.
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Dimapur Night Carnival pays tribute to Hokivi Agogya fair underway

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 12: The sec-
ond day of the fifth edition 
of Dimapur Night Carnival 
(DNC) 2017 was dedicated 
to the former president 
of Dimapur Chamber of  
Commerce and Industries 
(DCCI) late H Hokivi Chi-
shi, who was actively in-
volved behind the happen-
ing of DNC in 2013. 

In a fitting tribute to 
the former DCCI president 
who passed away on Au-
gust 4 2017, the Tuesday 
evening started with the 
song “Yeh Sham Mastani” 
by the duo Nikato and 

Prem and a candlelight 
tribute by the chief guest 
and DNC advisor, Ka-
kheho Dennis Yepthomi, 
along with DCCI president 
Akashe Zhimomi.  

Kughali Chishi, wife of  
late Chishi, has acknowl-
edged the tribute dedicated 
in honour of her husband 
by the organisers. She stated 
that it was his (late Hokivi) 
dream to see DNC to be an 
eventful occasion for Di-
mapur and to make the the 
event a yearly affair. 

DNC advisor Yepthomi 
has hailed late Hokivi Chi-
shi as ‘a man of strong char-

acter with a giving heart 
who led a fearless life and 
stood by his word.’  

“The work he has done 
for the society stand witness 
with this evening dedicated 
in his name,” attributed 
Yepthomi. 

The first day of the 
DNC 2017 which com-
menced on December 11 
witnessed an unexpected 
eager people thronging the 
Supermarket- the venue of  
DNC.      

Altogether 250 stalls 
have been put up for the sev-
en-day affair which would 
conclude on December 17. 

DNC is being jointly 
organised by district admin-
istration, DCCI, Business 
Association of Nagaland 
(BAN) and East Dimapur 
Business Association 
(EDBA). 

Dimapur Night Carni-
val was conceptualised with 
twin objectives ‘festivity’ 
and ‘opportunity’ with an 
objective to provide an op-
portunity to the youth and 
elderly alike to relax, enjoy 
as well as to interact with 
the people from different 
parts of the world.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 12 
(EMN): The annual state 
level Agogya Fair 2017 
got underway at Assam 
Rifles Ground, Mokok-
chung, on December 12. 
The state-level fair was 
inaugurated by R Ram-
akrishnan, commissioner 
and secretary of  Health & 
Family Welfare.

The fair, which would 
culminate on December 16 
is being organised jointly 
by National AYUSH Mis-
sion and Nagaland State 
AYUSH Mission Society 
sponsored by Ministry of  
AYUSH, Government of  
India.

The main purpose of  
Agogya Fair was to show-
case the strength, efficacy 
and affordability of  AY-
USH system of  medicine 
which includes Ayurveda, 
Yoga & Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha, and Ho-
moeopathy.

The four-day fair 
comes with a package 
of  free health check-up 
by AYUSH doctors and 
distribution of  free medi-
cines, live yoga demon-
stration, display and sale 
of  AYUSH medicinal 
plants and medicine etc.

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme, Ram-
akrishnan said AYUSH 
is not a new concept for 
the people because it was 
practiced in India since 
time immemorial. He also 
added that since the incep-
tion of  AYUSH Ministry, 
all indigenous medicinal 
practices have been au-
thenticated and docu-
mented by the ministry.

He also informed that 
in Nagaland many AY-
USH integrated hospitals 
have come up in the state 
along with AYUSH sys-
tem of  medicine and doc-
tors introduce in many 
PHC and CHC with the 
help of  AYUSH ministry.

He also requested the 
people of  Mokokchung 
to promote and learn AY-
USH system of  medicine, 
saying if  AYUSH is de-
velopment in the district 
it could be easily dissemi-
nated to the neighbouring 
districts.

 CMO Mokokchung 
Dr S Akaba, Dr Moamon-
gla, Dr Seyiekrietuo Johna 
state Nodal Officer NAM 
and Central Observer from 
Ministry of  AYUSH Mo-
han Roy spoke at the inau-
gural function.

‘Digi Dhan’ mela underway in Kohima
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
To promote and publicise 
various digital options, the 
department of Information 
Technology & Communi-
cation has organised a sev-
en-day ‘Digi Dhan Mela’ 
on the theme ‘Go cashless, 
go digital’ at Civil Secretar-
iat, Kohima, on December 
12.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral programme as the chief  
guest, Dr. Longrineken 
made a brief highlight of  
the primary objectives of  
the mela which is to spread 
awareness among custom-
ers and merchants on vari-
ous digital payment meth-
ods.

Stating ‘We live in an 
exciting times where tech-
nology pervades out lives,’ 
he maintained that in this 
increasingly complex and 
rapidly changing environ-
ment, government agencies 
need to ride the waves of  
change and continuously 
adapt to new trends.

Dr. Longrineken ob-
served that the rising popu-
larity of the internet, wide-
spread mobile access and 
the rapid take-up of social 
media tools mean that gov-
ernment will need to be 
more connected, innovative 
and efficient in harnessing 
ICT to deliver higher and 
more sustainable public 
value.

He also asserted that 
the emergence of informa-
tion technologies call for 
fundamental rethinking 
and transformation shifts 
in the way ‘we’ look at e-
Governance and added that 
government must take on 
the role of a facilitator and 
enabler through collabora-
tion with public private and 
people sectors in creating 
new solutions, businesses 
and wealth.

While expressing hope 
that the event would cre-
ate great interest among 
the public on the methods 
of digital payment and 

help in the acceleration of  
e-Governance adoption in 
the state, he appealed all to 
be agile and innovative in 
the fast changing operating 
environment and also adapt 
an attitude and mindset that 
is receptive to ICT based ad-
ministration and ICT based 
delivery of services. 

The event was part of  
Digital India, an initiative 
of the Government of India 
to go cashless and go dig-
ital. In a handout, the de-
partment has cited the ben-

efits of going cashless that 
eliminates need to carry 
cash, offers more security, 
convenient way to carry out 
banking without visiting the 
bank or ATMs.

Mobile bill payment 
and recharge, aadhar cor-
rection PAN card services, 
Indian Passport services, 
online GPF and mobile-
aadhaar linking, organic 
fruits, vegetables and home-
made cookies, assorted 
items and gift packs are 
available at the mela.

Dr. Yangerla inspec ng one of the stalls during the “Aowli 
Benjongmung” at Town Hall on December 12.
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Watsu Mungdang promotes local products
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Dec. 12 
(EMN): To promote the 
products made by Ao wom-
en, Watsu Mungdang- the 
apex women organisation- 
has organised a festival called 
“Aowli Benjongmung” at 
Town Hall, Mokokchung, 
on December 12.

The festival was inau-
gurated by Dr. Yangerla, 
retired principal director of  
Health and Family Welfare. 
Speaking at the inaugural 
event, the chief  guest urged 
the womenfolk to maintain 
quality over quantity in the 
production of  indigenous 
products especial in exotic 
Naga dishes, clothes and 
crafts etc.

In order to make the 

products consumers friend-
ly and demand driven, she 
urged the women to follow 
Food Safety and Security 
Act protocol as required by 
law.

She further encouraged 
the women to make a mark 

through their products.
The programme was 

followed by sales of  food 
and other items made 
NGOs and individuals. 
Entertainment perform-
ances by local talents also 
marked the programme.
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2 municipalities from NE joins 
forum for waste segregation

Nongkrem Dance Festival 
celebrated with pomp and gaiety

New deputy chairman KAAC elected Tata Trusts to train 1 lakh 
youths annually on various skills

Will seek 
Arunachal, 
Nagaland help 
to battle Ulfa 
— Assam DGP

11 communities from Sikkim demand ST status

Sonowal stresses on better 
road links in NE states

Assisted in over 1000 child births, nurse retires at 80

Our Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec. 12(EMN):In an 
effort that could provide the much 
needed impetus to campaign for 
waste segregation at source across 
the country, two municipal bodies 
from two Northeast states along with 
18 municipalities from 11 other In-
dian states joined hands and floated 
a ‘Forum of  cities that Segregate’ 
on Tuesday. The two municipal 
bodies are Imphal Municipal Coun-
cil (IMC) Manipur and Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation(GMC) 
of  Sikkim.The other Municipal 
bodies include Bengaluru, Pan-
chghani ,Indore, Allappuzha, 
East Delhi, New Delhi(NDMC), 
Amdavad,Bobillli, Bhopal, Guru-
gram, Thiruvanthapuram, Mysuru, 
Bhagat, Patna, Greater Hydera-
bad, Gaya, South Delhi Municipal 

Corporation(SDMC), Vajiapur, etc.
The joining of these two Munici-

pal bodies in the forum came to light 
when New Delhi based Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE), an 
NGO set up to disseminate informa-
tion about science and environment 
launched the ‘Forum of Cities that 
Segregate’ during a function follow-
ing stakeholder’s meet cum media 
briefing at New Delhi on Tuesday.

The forum launching event was 
attended by top municipal officials 
from 13 states, officials from central 
government and other organizations 
besides journalists from around 15 
states.

“The main agenda of  this fo-
rum is to give participating cities 
a platform for exchanging knowl-
edge on solid waste management 
(SWM),”says Deputy Director Gen-

eral Chandra Bhushan of CSE.”We 
hope that the cities in the forum 
would become pioneers in terms of  
SWM and guide other cities on tech-
nical, economic and social aspects of  
managing their waste.”

The said 20 Municipal bodies 
from 13 states have also pledged to 
achieve the target of  100 per cent 
segregation and fulfil the vision of  
clean India by 2019.CSE is also plan-
ning to assist these Municipalities on 
building their capacity, according 
to Program Manager Swati Singh 
Sambyal of CSE.

In terms of actions initiated by 
the forum cities, many – including 
NDMC and the SDMC, Bhopal, 
Imphal etc.,have started door to door 
collection of waste. All have begun 
segregation at source, with cities like 
Muzaffarpur in Bihar doing it in 50 

per cent of its wards, Swati felt. 
CSE Director General Sunita 

Narain said that from collection to 
disposal of waste,cities are struggling 
to implement an affordable and sus-
tainable model. On the other hand, 
the amount of  waste generated is 
increasing every day. Urban India 
alone generates a gigantic 1.5 lac. 
metric tonnes per day of municipal 
solid waste; this amount goes up by 
5 per cent every year.

Meanwhile Bazar officer Atish 
Rai of GMC Sikkim speaking to this 
reporter on the sideline of the media 
briefing said that GMC will start dis-
tributing one Eco-bin to Municipal 
(around 10,000)households to start 
implementation of  segregation at 
source among 1.5 lac. population of  
Gangtok by January 2018 besides 
taking up other initiatives.

Smit (Meghalaya), Dec. 
12 (PTI): The annual Non-
gkrem Dance Festival was 
celebrated here amid fan-
fare and gaiety with young 
Khasi men and women 
swaying to traditional folk 
music to appease goddess 
Ka Blei Synshar, in the hope 
of a rich bumper harvest.

Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma, in his message to 
the people on the occasion, 
said the festival has been 
forging bonds of  friendship 
and compassion among the 
local people.

“May th i s  f e s t iva l 
continue to preserve our 
cultural roots and create 
strong bonds of  friend-
ship and compassion so 
as to achieve our shared 

objective of  lasting peace, 
communal harmony and 
progress,” he said.

The king of  Hima 
Khyrim kingdom, Bala-
jied Syiem, along with the 
high priest performed the 
Pomblang ceremony, where 
a goat was sacrificed to ap-
pease the god of  Shillong 
peak, Lei Shyllong, and also 
the ancestors and ancestress 
of the ruling clan.

The religious part of  
the festival preceded yester-
day’s dance performances.

Young maidens, decked 
up in exotic costumes and 
jewellery, matched steps 
to the changing beats of  
drums and haunting tunes 
of  the tangmuri (pipes).

Attired in their tradi-

tional regalia, young men 
also took to the dancing 
arena to perform in front 
of  the Ling Sad (thatched 
palace). They held swords 
and white Yak hair whisks 
in their hands.

A colourful fair, featur-
ing local handicrafts and 
delicacies, was also organ-
ised here on this occasion.

The Nongkrem Dance 
has always attracted tour-
ists, both domestic and 
foreign.

Hima Khyrim has al-
ways been a bastion of  
Khasi culture, Balajied 
Syiem said on this occa-
sion. “The rituals and the 
dance performances have 
remained the same all these 
years,” he said.

Diphu, Dec.12(EMN): 
Ritish Enghi, MAC from 
Noomati constituency was 
on Tuesday elected unop-
posed as the new deputy 
chairman of  the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Coun-
cil. 

In the election process 
that started earlier,   none 
of  the councillors filed 
nomination paper till Dec. 
11 and was elected unop-
posed during the 229 ses-
sion of  the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council . 
Enghi  is the 26th deputy 
chairman of  the KAAC.  
A felicitation was also held 
led by KAAC,CEM Tu-
liram Ronghang. 

Enghi  expressed his 

Shillong, Dec. 12 (PTI): Eighty-
year-old Kyiek Mukhim, a nurse-
cum-midwife who assisted in the 
delivery of  over 1000 babies and 
attended to innumerable medical 
emergencies in the remote villages 
of  Meghalaya’s East Khasi Hills 
district, has finally taken voluntary 
retirement.

Kyiek, lovingly known as Kong 
Kyiek in her locality, had worked 
full time at Kharang Rural Centre 
(KRC) till June this year when 
she had to be hospitalised for age-
related ailments.

“Old age got the better of  me 
and I have to pass on the baton to a 
new set of  people who I believe will 
continue to work for the welfare of  
the poor and the needy in the vil-
lage,” Kong Kyiek told PTI.

The management committee 
of  the KRC on Saturday organised 
a farewell for her, where other 
employees and her children were 

present.
Retiring without any benefits, 

she was given a memento, some 
cash and a letter of  appreciation 
from the KRC, which was found-
ed by English-born humanitarian 
worker Annie Margaret Barr.

A mother of  six, Kong Kyiek 
was one of  the first few students 
adopted by Barr at her rural centre 
in 1952. 

She went on to complete her 
education, nursing training and 
internship at the Shillong Civil 
Hospital, Ganesh Das Hospital and 
the TB Hospital here for three years 
after which she started working at 
the KRC.

A alumni of  the Lady Reid Basic 
school here and the Assam-based 
Sarania Ashram, where she learnt 
weaving, horticulture and sewing, 
Kong Kyiek had also served at the 
Kasturba Centre at Laitkroh prior 
to her stint as a nurse and midwife.

 She married Dranwell Wahlang 
in 1957 at the age of  20.

Kong Kyiek has served at the 
KRC for 62 years, working almost 
every day and attending to medical 
emergencies even in the dead of  the 
night.

“I have lost count of  the exact 
number of  babies I have delivered 
but I can tell you that on an average 
I attended to two deliveries a month 
at Kharang and adjoining villages.

“There were many years in 
between that I worked alone at the 
Centre without any doctor and there 
were so many medical emergencies 
that I handled,” she said.

Located at about 40 km from 
here, Kharang village has 352 fami-
lies with a population of  2117, as 
per 2011 census.

The adjoining villages Pingwait, 
Mawlein, Dienglieng, Nongjrong 
with over 800 households have an 
approximate population of  6000.

EMN
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NEWS IN BRIEF
40 gold bars seized in Manipur
Imphal, Dec. 12 (PTI):The police have seized 40 
gold bars worth Rs 1.7 crore from Tengnoupal district 
of  Manipur and arrested two persons in this connec-
tion,  Tengnoupal SP S Ibomcha today said two cars 
were accosted near Tengnoupal police station gate 
along the Asian Highway-1 yesterday following a 
tip off  and found two packets of  gold bars in one of  
them. There were 40 gold bars in the packets, the SP 
said adding that the bars were valued at around Rs 
1.7 crore in the international market. It was revealed 
during interrogation that the bars were smuggled 
from Myanmar., The vehicles were heading towards 
Imphal from the Indo-Myanmar border town of  
Moreh, Ibomcha said. Two mobile phones and as 
many Aadhaar cards were also seized from the pos-
session of  the two arrested persons.

Tripura government women staff 
to get 24-month maternity leave
Agartala, Dec. 12 (IANS): Ahead of  the February 
Tripura Assembly polls, the Left Front government 
on Tuesday announced 24 months of  maternity leave 
to its women employees -- for the first two children. 
The weekly Cabinet meeting, chaired by Chief  Min-
ister Manik Sarkar, took the decision, Information 
and Finance Minister Bhanulal Saha told the media. 
He said women employees can take the leave in one 
go or intermittently till the child turns 18.

PM Modi to visit Mizoram on 
December 16
Aizawl Dec. 12 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is scheduled to make his maiden visit to Mizo-
ram on December 16, an official release said today. 
Modi would address a public meeting at the Assam 
Rifles ground, where he would inaugurate a 60-MW 
Tuirial Hydro Electric Project, it said. Police officials 
said security would be boosted during the prime 
minister’s visit.

Tripura man held for theft after 37 years
Agartala, Dec. 12 (IANS): A 58-year-old man in 
Tripura, wanted for two cases of  theft committed 37 
years ago, has been arrested, police said on Tuesday. 
Acting on two permanent arrest warrants, Sisir Dhar 
was arrested on Monday from Jirania, western Tripu-
ra, and was sent to the Chief  Judicial Magistrate 
court, Officer-in-Charge of  West Agartala police 
station Subrata Chakraborty told IANS. He said that 
Dhar, who has become a grandfather now, had com-
mitted two thefts in 1981 in Agartala. Details of  the 
crimes are not available with police. After his crime, 
Dhar was absconding for many years. 

Two NDFB(S) militants held in Assam
Kokrajhar (Assam), Dec. 12 (PTI): Two NDFB(S) 
militants and were today arrested in Assam’s Kokra-
jhar district, police said.A joint team of  the Army 
and police nabbed the two NDFB(S) cadres in 
Jharbari forest area under Serfanguri police station 
in the district, they said. Two pistols along with a 
magazine and six ammunition were recovered from 
the possession of  the militants, a police officer said. 
In a separate incident, police held a suspected Bang-
ladeshi national from Duramari village in the district.

gratitute to Ronghang for 
his due support, and  as-
sured that  acccording to 
norm and procedure of  

the Sixth Schedule of  the 
Indian Constitution all im-
plementation work will be 
done.

New Delhi, Dec. 12 (PTI): Eleven commu-
nities from Sikkim today urged the central 
government to grant them the scheduled 
tribes (ST) status.

A delegation of  the indigenous com-
munities from Sikkim met Union Minister 
for Development of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) Jitendra Singh and submitted a 
memorandum placing the demand, an of-
ficial release said.The delegation included 
representatives of  communities such as 
Rai, Mangar, Gurung, Thami, Bhujel, Jogi, 
Sanyasi, Giri, Newar, Khas (Bhawn and 

Chettri) and Dewan (Yakha). The delegation 
presented a memorandum to the minister for 
providing ST status to their communities, the 
release said.

They also discussed various related is-
sues such as their representation in the state 
assembly, reservation in jobs, income tax 
exemption and others. Singh appreciated 
the contribution made by the communities 
and assured them that he would try to ensure 
justice for them.

He said the memorandum would be 
taken up with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Guwahati, Dec .12 (IANS) 
:A day after the anti-talk 
faction of Ulfa shot dead a 
father and his son, the As-
sam Police chief on Tuesday 
said the help of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Nagaland will 
be sought to take on the 
insurgent outfit if needed.

 “Operations have al-
ready been intensified 
against the militants and 
we have already arrested 
three persons for their sus-
pected role in the killings. 
“If  needed, we are going 
to seek help from police in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Na-
galand. Three persons have 
been nabbed and we are 
trying to ascertain the reason 
behind the killing,” he said.

The terrorists shot dead 
Anteswar Mahanta and his 
son Karun in Simaluguri 
village in Tinsukia district on 
Monday evening.

The United Liberation 
Front of Asom on Tuesday 
claimed responsibility for the 
murders and said the victims 
were spying for the Army. 

Guwahati, Dec. 12 (PTI): 
Philanthropic organisation 
Tata Trusts today said it 
will reach its target of  train-
ing one lakh youths annu-
ally on various vocational 
skills across the country 
after two years.

“Last year, we had fixed 
a target to train one lakh 
youths nationally every 
year on various skills. How-
ever, we could train only 
20,000 in the first year,” 
Tata Trusts Head (North 
East) Biswanath Sinha said 
at a press conference here.

The organisation is 
working with government 
and also runs its own 12 
institutes in different states, 
he added.

Also, our own institutes 
will increase. In another 
two years, we will reach 
the target of  training one 
lakh youths every year. In 
any case, it was a five-year 
target,” Sinha said.

Of the 20,000 it trained 
in the past year, around 
1,000 were from the North 
East, he added.

“We also set a target 
to start 5,000 micro and 
small enterprises compris-

ing first generation entre-
preneurs every year. In the 
first year, we helped create 
2,000 such units across the 
country, including 50 in 
Assam,” Sinha said.

Except Sikkim, Tata 
Trusts is currently present 
in all North Eastern states 
working on various fields to 
improve the livelihood of  
people, primarily in rural 
and semi-urban areas.

“In Assam, Tata Trusts 
has touched over 30,000 
households in 15 districts 
through projects in agricul-
ture, skill building, educa-
tion, sports, water and sani-
tation, health and nutrition 
among others,” Tata Trusts 
Regional Head (Assam) 
Partho Patwari said.

The focus areas of  the 
initiative for the region are 
agriculture and horticul-
ture, household-level pig-
gery enterprise, formation 
and strengthening of  com-
munity institutions, skill 
building, education, water 
and sanitation, he added.

Nationally, Tata Trusts 
has set a target to positively 
and sustainably impact 10 
crore lives by 2021.

Guwahati, Dec. 12 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today said 
better road connectivity with 
neighbouring states would 
lead to better economic ties 
and strengthen relations 
among North Eastern states.

Education can wipe out 
ignorance and superstitions 
from the society and this 
can be brought about by 
qualitative reforms in educa-
tion right from the primary 
school level, he said at the 
golden jubilee celebrations 
of Amguri College in Sibsa-
gar district.

“ O u r  g o v e r n m e n t 
is working for sustaining 
friendly relations. The state 
government has been work-
ing for the development inter-

state border areas which will 
ultimately lead to sustained 
friendly states in the region,” 
the chief minister said.

Assam is bestowed with 
enormous potentialities and 
efforts have to be taken to 
discover the state for which a 
lot of new thinking has to be 
brought, he said adding that 
education is the only tool 
which can stimulate new 
thoughts.

“We need to work hard 
to make full use of  our re-
sources in the areas of water, 
mineral, wild-life, human 
resources and with the ju-
dicious use of  science and 
technology these resources 
have to be utilised for the bet-
terment of  humanity”, the 
chief minister added.
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BSE initiates IBC proceedings 
against seven companies

Maserati launches Quattroporte 
GTS priced at Rs. 2.7 crore

‘Digital transactions to reach 
about 1,800 crore in FY 18’

‘Govt considering developing 
own civilian aircraft’

November inflation up at 4.88%, 
factory output growth dips 

Unitech seeks stay of NCLT order 
letting govt. to take over management Sea-plane will revolutionise 

transport sector—Gadkari

Mumbai, Dec. 12 (IANS): Stock exchange 
major BSE on Tuesday filed proceedings 
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) 2016 against seven listed 
companies for failing to pay the “Annual 
Listing Fees” (ALF) in spite of  “advance 
intimation, reminders and grant of  suf-
ficient time in the past few years”.

According to the BSE, there are about 
130 companies which have failed to pay 
ALF and continue to be listed and traded 
on its platforms. 

“In the interest of  investors who may 

be trading in such companies, it has be-
come incumbent to initiate action against 
such listed companies defaulting in pay-
ment of  listing fees, under the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016,” the BSE 
said in a statement. “Accordingly, BSE 
has already filed proceedings against the 
seven defaulting companies before the 
Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, 
Mumbai on account of  their failure to pay 
annual listing fees over a period of  time. 
Similar action is being envisaged against 
other companies too.”

New Delhi ,  Dec.  12 
(PTI):Swedish luxury car-
maker Volvo Cars today 
launched the new version 
of  its SUV XC60 priced at 
Rs.55.9 lakh (ex-showroom 
all India).

The company plans to 
sell 2,000 units this year, a 
growth of  25 per cent over 
the last year.

“We are confident that 
the all new XC60 with its 
segment defining features, 
modern Scandinavian de-
sign and luxury will prove 

to be an attractive proposi-
tion for customers,” Volvo 
Auto India Managing Di-
rector Charles Frump told 
reporters here.

The XC60 is not only 
one of  the company’s larg-
est selling models globally 
but has been received well 
in India too, he added.

The model accounts 
for almost a third of  com-
pany’s sales in India, Mr. 
Frump said. It is imported 
as fully built unit.

The new XC60 comes 

with various advanced 
safety features including 
technology to detect pe-
destrians and cyclists and 
steer assist.

Other features include 
air suspension, four zone 
climate control, front seat 
ventilation and massage 
feature.

The company is in the 
process of  doubling its 
dealership network over 
the next two years.

It has 19 dealerships 
across the country.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  11 
(PTI): The government is 
considering manufacturing 
civilian aircraft and would 
like to move ahead with 
the plan “very fast”, a civil 
aviation ministry official 
said today.

The country’s domestic 
aviation market is one of  
the fastest growing in the 
world and has registered 
high double digit growth 
for more than two years.

Many  a i r l ine s  a re 
embarking on ambitious 
expansion plans and au-
thorities are working on 
developing new airports to 
cater to the rising demand 
as well as boosting region-
al air connectivity.

“We are considering 
manufacturing our own ci-
vilian aircraft... definitely, 
the concept is there and 
we are looking for smaller 
aircraft like a 20-seater 
which can be used within 
the country and this also is 

supported by our policy of  
Make in India,” said She-
fali Juneja, Director at the 
Civil Aviation ministry.

Currently, aircraft are 
imported or taken on lease 
from overseas lessors.

“Developing our own 
civilian aircraft is some-
thing we are considering... 
and is something which we 
need to move forward very 
fast,” she said.

She was speaking at 
the ‘ASEAN-India Con-
nectivity Summit’ here.

In efforts to strengthen 
air connectivity between 
India and ASEAN na-
tions, a civil aviation task 
force is being developed to 
encourage consultations 
between the countries.

Under the ASEAN-
India cooperation frame-
work, a joint working 
group is being set up and 
it would initially focus on 
safety and security aspects, 
besides air navigation serv-

ices. The first meeting of  
the joint working group is 
to be held in January 2018, 
Juneja said.

At present, there are 
no air services between 
India and four ASEAN 
countries -- Brunei, Cam-
bodia, the Philippines and 
Lao-PDR.

Listing out the chal-
lenges in the India-ASEAN 
aviation market, Juneja 
also said there is “only one-
sided operation by ASEAN 
carriers in India-Myanmar, 
India-Indonesia, India- Vi-
etnam markets”.

The Association of  
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) has 10 mem-
bers, including include 
Vietnam, Thailand, Singa-
pore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Myan-
mar, Laos, Cambodia and 
Brunei. The summit was 
jointly organised by indus-
try body CII and ASEAN 
India Centre.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  12 
(IANS): A sharp spurt in 
food and fuel prices pushed 
India’s annual retail infla-
tion in November over the 
RBI’s median level of  4 
per cent, even as factory 
output growth in October 
contracted to 2.2 per cent, 
official data showed on 
Tuesday, even as indus-
try called for “remedial” 
measures to help revive 
demand.

According to the data 
from the Ministry of  Sta-
tistics & Programme Im-
plementation, consumer 
price index (CPI) inflation 
in November rose to 4.88 
per cent from 3.58 per cent 
reported for October.

The rate of  retail food 
inflation during November 
stood at 4.41 per cent on a 
year-on-year basis, as com-
pared to 1.90 per cent the 
previous month owing to 
a rise in the prices of  items 
like vegetables, milk-based 
products, cereals, meat and 
fish.

The “fuel and light’ 
segment’s inflation rate ac-
celerated to 7.92 per cent in 
November.

Vegetables during the 
month became costlier by 
a staggering 22.48 per cent, 

while prices of  milk-based 
products rose by 4.52 per 
cent.

Meanwhile, data on 
Tuesday also showed the 
country’s factory output 
growth slipped to 2.2 per 
cent in October, from 4.14 
per cent in September, 
mainly on account of  a de-
celeration in manufacturing 
and mining outputs.

As per the Index of  
Industrial Production (IIP) 
data released by the Central 
Statistics Office, on a year-
on-year basis, the manu-
facturing sector expanded 
by 2.5 per cent, whereas 
mining output was a mere 
0.2 per cent and electricity 
generation expanded by 3.2 
per cent.

The Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) has a medium-
term target for consumer 
price index (CPI) inflation 
of  4 per cent with a range 
band of  2 per cent either 
way. At its fifth bi-monthly 
monetary policy review 
of  the fiscal earlier this 
month, the RBI kept its key 
lending rate unchanged at 
6 per cent for the third time 
in a row, citing concerns 
over the rising trajectory of  
inflation.

Commenting on the IIP 

New Delhi ,  Dec.  12 
(IANS): Real estate major 
Unitech on Tuesday sought 
the suspension of an NCLT 
order suspending its di-
rectors and allowing the 
government to appoint its 
nominee directors in a take 
over of  the management of  
the company.

The company told the 
Supreme Court that the 
National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) “could 
not pass such an order” 
in the wake of  the apex 
court’s earlier order and 
asked for the stay on the 
tribunal order allowing the 
government to appoint-
ment of  10 directors on the 
company’s board.

Senior counsel Mukul 
Rohatgi, appearing for the 
firm, told Chief  Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud that the 
Corporate Affairs Minis-
try had taken the govern-
ment’s permission to pro-
ceed against the real estate 
major in July this year but 
acted on it only after four 
months in December.

Giving time till Wednes-
day to Additional Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta to 
take instructions on the 
plea by Unitech, Chief  

Justice Misra observed that 
the government should 
have taken the leave of  the 
court before embarking on 
taking over the company 
management.

Rohatgi told the court 
that the NCLT could not 
have passed its December 
8 order suspending eight 
directors of  the company 
and allowing government 
to nominate its own Direc-
tors in the wake of  October 
30 order of  the top court.

The top court, by this 
order, had asked Unitech 
Managing Director Sanjay 
Chandra to deposit Rs 750 
crore by December end - a 
condition for the grant of  
bail - but had refused to 
interfere with other pro-
ceedings before other judi-
cial forums while making 
it clear that “no coercive 
steps will be taken” for the 
execution of  orders passed 
by them.

The NCLT’s principal 
bench, by its December 8 
order, had suspended eight 
directors of  the Unitech.

It had further restrained 
them from “alienating, 
mor tgag ing,  c rea t ing 
charge, or lien, or interest 
in the properties owned by 
them personally or that of  
the company till the con-

clusion of  investigation as 
ordered by it on October 
6, 2016.

The government had 
moved the NCLT un-
der Section 241(2) of  the 
Companies Act for taking 
over the management of  
Unitech in public interest.

This is the second occa-
sion when the government 
has taken recourse to this 
provision for taking over 
the management of  an em-
battled company. In 2009, 
the government had in-
voked the provision of  the 
Company Act to take over 
the management of Satyam 
Computers Services Lim-
ited citing mismanagement 
after it surfaced that the 
company had inflated its 
balance sheet

Chandra and his broth-
er Ajay were arrested in 
April after investors, who 
did not get flats in the com-
pany projects as promised, 
filed complaints of  cheat-
ing against them.

They were sent in judi-
cial custody after the trial 
court refused to extend the 
three- month interim bail 
granted to them in April.

The Delhi High Court 
too refused to extend the 
interim bail that ended on 
August 10.

New Delhi, Dec. 12 (PTI): 
Hours after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi travelled 
in India’s first sea-plane, 
Union minister Nitin Gad-
kari said this mode will 
revolutionise the transport 
sector of  the country.

Modi flew this morn-
ing in a sea-plane from the 
Sabarmati River to Dharoi 
Dam in Mehsana district 
on the last day of  cam-
paigning for the Gujarat 
Assembly elections.

“It is a big revolution 
in the transport sector of  
our country,” Gadkari told 
reporters after meeting Ut-
tarakhand Chief  Minister 
Trivendra Singh Rawat 
here.

It has nothing to do 
with the Gujarat elections, 
said Gadkari, who was 
onboard a sea-plane during 
its trial run at the Girgaum 
Chowpatty off  the Mumbai 
coast on December 9.

“The prime minister 
can chose any mode of  

transportation.
It is a moment of  pride 

for us that he chose it for 
trial run. (Congress presi-
dent-elect) Rahul Gandhi 
wants, he can use it,” road 
transport & highways, ship-
ping minister said.

Gandhi, earlier in the 
day, took a jibe at Modi 
over his sea-plane ride and 
said it was a distraction 
from the main issues of  
Gujarat.

Gadkari said his min-

istry and Civil Aviation 
ministry will frame rules 
for such form of  transport 
on the lines of  regulations 
in Canada, America and 
Japan.

He said India has over 
five lakh waterbodies, out 
of  which 111 rivers have 
been converted to inland 
waterways and will be used 
for transportation in the 
first phase.

Highlighting the fea-
tures of  sea-planes, the 

minister said it could even 
land on one foot deep wa-
ter body and is also cheaper 
as 12-seater such planes 
cost Rs 12-13 crore.

“It does not require ex-
penditure on creating infra-
structure (that traditional 
aircraft needs). It would 
be a very cheaper mode of  
transport,” he added.

Gadkar i  sa id  such 
mode of  transport would 
be made available wherever 
possible in the country, in-
cluding Uttarakhand and 
the Himalayan region.

Citing example, he said 
it was also possible that 
people could use sea-plane 
to go from Jaipur lake to 
Udaipur lake in Rajas-
than.

Budget carrier SpiceJet, 
which plans to buy more 
than 100 amphibian air-
craft at an estimated cost of  
USD 400 million, had con-
ducted the sea-plane trials 
at the Girgaum Chowpatty 
off  the Mumbai coast on 

December 9.
Gadkari after the trial-

run had said in a tweet that 
he had been persuading 
investors to look at growth 
potential of  sea-planes for 
the last two years.

Rawat, after about a 
two-hour meeting with 
Gadkari, said Uttarakhand 
has a huge potential for sea-
plane mode of  transport as 
the hill state has various big 
water bodies like Tehri and 
Nainital lakes.

He said various projects, 
including those related to 
Char Dham all weather 
road, conver ting state 
highways to national high-
ways and Namami Gange 
projects, were discussed 
with the Union minister.

“We have demanded 
to convert Ramnagar-Kar-
naprayag state highway to 
national highway. Besides, 
we also discussed about 
converting some other state 
highways to national high-
ways,” Rawat added.

data, industry chamber As-
socham said manufacturing 
activity slowed in October 
as inflows of  new orders 
stagnated “even as negative 
effects from implementa-
tion of  Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) continued to 
dampen demand levels.” 

“Demand side scenario 
for intermediate and ba-
sic goods is not encourag-
ing and needs attention to 
identify factors and reme-
dial measures for revival,” 
Assocham Secretary Gen-
eral D.S. Rawat said in a 
statement here. 

“We at Assocham ex-
pect that domestic condi-
tions for growth will im-
prove gradually, mainly 
driven by consumption 
demand, which is expected 
to strengthen with imple-
mentation of  the Seventh 
Pay Commission and gov-
ernment stimulus package 
to revive the economy,” he 
added.

Rating agency Crisil ex-
pected the RBI’s Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) 
to keep policy rates on 
hold for the remainder of  
this fiscal. 

“That said, there could 
be room for a rate cut only 
if  the downside risks to 
growth materialise, and 
inflation undershoots the 
MPC’s estimates,” a state-
ment said. 

“Inflationary pressures 
are again in the spotlight 
with the crude oil price 
seeing a sustained rise, im-
pact of  payment of  higher 
house rent allowances to 
government employees, 
rising rural wages, some 
indication of  return of  pent 
up demand in the econo-
my and a weak base,” it 
added.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  12 
(IANS): Emphasising a 
dramatic increase in digital 
transactions in the coun-
try, Minister of  State for 
Electronics and IT K. J. 
Alphons on Tuesday said 
the transactions are ex-
pected to touch 1,800 crore 
in the current fiscal from 
1,162 crore transactions re-
corded between April and 
November.

“Dig i ta l  payments 
transactions have increased 
dramatically. Like this year, 
up to November, we had 
1,162 crore digital trans-
actions, which is a huge 
record, and we hope to 
reach about 1,800 crore of  
transactions this year,” the 
minister said at the launch 
of  digital payment security 
awareness campaign or-
ganised by Data Security 
Council of  India (DSCI).

“Even on the BHIM 
application for payment of  
money, in August we had 

only 1.16 crore transac-
tions. Now that is gone up 
to 10.5 crore transactions 
in November which is an 
increase of  like 6-7 times,” 
he said. Alphons pointed 
out that digital payment 
system is reaching out to 
the villages but it needs to 
reach more people.

“The entire objective is 
very simple -- India has to 
grow and the fruits of  de-
velopment must reach the 
last person out there.

“We have Aadhaar for 
1.2 biliion people of  India. 
We have now linked it to 
the bank accounts and the 
benefits which people are 
supposed to get are go-
ing directly to people,” he 
added.

The new digital aware-
ness campaign by DSCI 
and Google will be rolled 
out  in  f ive  languages 
through online and offline 
channels of  nine partner 
organisations.
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Honour Beyond 

T
he political circus that has been played 
out in the state since 2014 has not failed 
to amuse and entertain with the latest 
flip flop by the legislators of  the ruling 

party. For some it has become a matter of  utter 
frustration to watch their leaders indulge in such 
bickering to stay in power that cynicism has started 
to creep in. In the current tenure of  the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, the guile that is displayed by 
the legislators may even put to shame the legen-
dary Chanakya. 

The somewhat Naga version of  Machiavellian-
ism, of  deceit and cunning, being played out in state-
craft since the first Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
continues to take the main stage. Lack of  ideology 
and guiding doctrines has been a major feature of  
all the political parties in the state. Pragmatism in 
politics with less ideological basis often termed as 
realpolitik also no doubt has objectives. In Naga-
land the only pragmatism is to stay in power purely 
for the sake of  staying in power. In the current ten-
ure, going by the words of  the legislators,  the Naga 
political issue, always united them bringing about a 
reshuffle. However,  portfolio distribution and pros-
pects for next elections always divided them. The 
most dangerous outcome being the devaluing of  the 
Naga issue in the face of  the public. 

The unique scenario of  electoral politics in the 
state with the tribal equation also forces the law-
makers to somehow stay in power to sustain the very 
expensive election campaigns. A plump portfolio 
therefore becomes a necessity and also welcomed 
by the electorates in many cases. However, beyond 
all these realities lies a thin line that Naga leaders 
should not cross. All is not fair in politics, at least 
in this age, although it is misconstrued. Moreover, 
for the Nagas there is an honour attached to one’s 
conduct that when crossed is not easily forgiven by 
the public. As is the case in the country all elect-
ed representatives are given title of  Honourable or 
Hon’ble when in office. With elections knocking, 
do the Naga legislators in the state have any honour 
left in them beyond the honorific?

Saket Suman | IANS 

Meghnad Desai | IANS

Dr. Moinak Banerjee and Dr. Satish Kumar |IANS

Lalji Singh in 1992 with Indian Rock Python. Photo courtesy: Wikipedia
Wise is the person who would rather give honor 

than receive it.

s one of the most celebrated orchestral conductors 
of the twentieth century, Arturo Toscanini is re-
membered for his desire to give credit to whom 
credit is due. In David Ewen’s Dictators of the Ba-

ton, the author describes how members of the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra rose to their feet and cheered Toscanini at the end 
of a rehearsal of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. When there was a 
lull in the ovation, and with tears in his eyes, Arturo’s broken voice 
could be heard exclaiming as he spoke: “It isn’t me . . . it’s Beethoven! 
. . . Toscanini is nothing.”

In the apostle Paul’s New Testament letters, he also refused to 
take credit for his spiritual insight and influence. He knew he was 
like a spiritual father and mother to many who had put their faith 
in Christ. He admitted he had worked hard and suffered much to 
encourage the faith, hope, and love of so many (1 Cor. 15:10). But 
he could not, in good conscience, accept the applause of those who 
were inspired by his faith, love, and insight.

So for his readers’ sake, and for ours, Paul said, in effect, “It isn’t 
me, brothers and sisters. It’s Christ . . . Paul is nothing.” We are only 
messengers of the One who deserves our cheers.

Father in heaven, without You we would have nothing. Without 
Your grace we would be hopeless. Without the Spirit of Your Son 

we would be helpless. Please show us how to give  
You the honor You deserve. 

BIBLE READ:  1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.                  
    ~  Galatians 2:20

DAILY
PATH

I t  I sn ’ t  Me

Social media has fast emerged as 
a market of  its own where selling 
and buying are both easier and 
more practical. But there has 

been a slow and steady rise of  “promot-
ed content” on such platforms, where 
one can increase the reach of  one’s con-
tent manifold by simply advertising. In 
such a scenario, where start-ups run into 
existing big players with huge resources, 
has the magic wand of  social media lost 
its purpose?

“No,” says Ankit Lal, a computer 
engineer-turned-activist who spear-
headed the social media efforts of  the 
Anna Hazare-led India Against Corrup-
tion campaign in 2012, the defining mo-
ment when the power of  social media in 
shaping public perception was first felt 
in India.

“Promoted content does bring in 
value, but it can’t sell the unsellable. 
Content was, is and will remain the 
king. One can buy likes shares and en-
gagement, but not creativity and talent. 
Natural talent will find a way out even 

in the sea of  promoted content,” Lal, 
whose book “India Social” unravels the 
behind-the-scenes stories of  some of  
the most influential social media move-
ments of  the past decade.

The consumption of  popular culture 
too is shaped these days by the hashtags 
and trends of  social media. Youtubers 
and Instagram influencers are celebri-
ties in their own rights, reaching out to 
huge audiences by just a click on the 
computer.

Lal agreed that social media has 
changed the way pop culture icons were 
perceived but added that the industry it-
self  now interacts with its fan base and 
public at large -- and that is what has led 
to this change in consumption of  popu-
lar culture.

“While earlier they had to be de-
pendent on magazines, newspapers, TV 
or other media, now there is a way to 
directly connect with the audience. Re-
sponse times have shrunk as well as the 
frequency of  gaffes and controversies,” 
he said.

Lal reflected on the fact that, like 
any other technology, there are positive 
and negative aspects to social media too. 

Like fire can be used for burning down 
homes or cooking food or like nuclear 
technology can be used for generating 
electricity or making bombs, similarly 
social media can also be used for pro-
moting good content or fake news, he 
said.

In his book, Lal notes that “social 
media has become the number one 
source of  news for most young people 
across the world”. Asked to specifically 
comment on the aspect of  fake news, 
Lal said that it is a basic dilemma that 
all new technologies face. It is for the so-
cial media influencers and platforms, he 
maintained, to ensure that the positives 
outweigh the negatives.

“Fake news and propaganda have 
been part of  all platforms. There have 
been books which promote a certain 
idea, magazines which do propaganda 
of  a certain ideology or even TV chan-
nels which have bias towards a certain 
ideology. Similarly, now there is the 
problem of fake news on social media.

“Earlier it was a bit difficult to find 
and counter this propaganda material as 
it used to work in closed groups isolated 
from the majority. With social media, 

everything is for everyone to consume. 
So, this bane of  fake news is a boon 
in one way as now it is easier to detect 
and counter it. For every voice there 
had to be a counter voice; similarly, for 
fake news there needs to be fact-finding 
platforms. And they are now evolving. 
In India, platforms like SMHoaxSlayer 
and AltNews are filling this gap to a cer-
tain extent,” he asserted.

From the 2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks, which unleashed the potential of  
the medium, to the 2012 India Against 
corruption protests; from the rage-filled 
Justice for Nirbhaya movement to the 
citizen-driven fight for a free Internet 
with the #NetNeutrality campaign; 
from the controversial #AIBRoast to 
the growth of  WhatsApp as the main 
weapon used to spread the agenda 
and the ideology of  the BJP and AAP, 
and plenty more -- Lal’s “India Social” 
brings together, for the first time, behind-
the-scenes stories of  these social media 
movements: How they began, why they 
spread and the way they have reshaped 
democratic life in India.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)

(Noted public intellectual, professor of  Economics 
and an active member of  the British Labour Party 
since 1971, Meghnad Desais latest book “The Raisina 
Model” (Penguin/Rs 499/208 pages) offers a critical 
and frequently uncomfortable mediation on Indias 
contemporary political culture. Presented here is an 
exclusive extract from the book)

Why, despite the differences and the al-
most continuous trouble in one or oth-
er part of  India, has the country (India) 
survived as a single political entity?

The answer in one word is democracy. India’s 
experiment with democracy has been unique, not 
only due to the size of  the electorate and the number 
of  political parties, but because it has tamed and 
‘Indianised’ it. The Westminster model of  parlia-
mentary democracy has been transformed into the 
Raisina model. Reforms to achieve social equality 
have taken place through the election process-vote 
banks rather than direct, unilateral executive action 
which has historically been more common-as for ex-
ample when Kemal Atatürk reformed Turkey dur-
ing his tenure as the President.

There is no evidence that democracy existed in 
ancient India. There were republics in parts of  what 
are now Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. These were ter-
ritories which had no kings but the rulers were an 
oligarchy. But these rulers were not elected by all the 
people. Indeed the idea of  equal rights to elect rulers 
would be strange to a hierarchical social order.

These were oligarchies rather than monarchies, 
republics rather than democracies. Even in panchay-

ats, whether for a caste or a village, it was very much 
the older, more powerful men (and exclusively men) 
who were the panch. We see that today in khap pan-
chayats. Khap panchayats are committees of  elders 
of  a jati which lay down the conventions of  good 
behaviour for members of  that jati. Democracy is 
quite different from republicanism. Great Britain 
has been a democracy without being a republic.

The most radical act of  the members of  the 
Constituent Assembly was the decision to grant 
universal adult franchise. They themselves had been 
elected by an electorate which was highly restricted. 
There were several arguments which could have 
been advanced against universal adult franchise. 
Illiteracy, for example. Only 12 percent of  Indians 
were literate at the time of  Independence. (Now 
the rate is 75 per cent.) Moreover, across the world, 
few countries had given women the vote by 1947. 
The UK achieved full female suffrage only in 1928 
and France in 1946. India granted women the vote 
immediately, without any previous experience of  
women voting. High or low caste, savarna and Dal-
its, tribals and mainlanders-all got to vote as long 
as they were adults. The orthodox theory of  Ram 
Rajya would never have sanctioned such equality. It 
was a profound, egalitarian move.

The choice of  democracy with full adult fran-
chise was not an accident. In the official reforms, 
franchise had been kept restricted. But the Indian 
National Congress was converted from an elite 
gathering into a mass party by Gandhi once he be-
came its leader in 1921. With him at the helm, the 
Congress gave every ordinary member a right to 
vote at the local level to elect their representatives 
in higher Congress bodies. Congress practised uni-

versal adult franchise for all its paid-up (4 annas/25 
paise) members and then naturally extended it to all 
when it came to power.

There was also another factor which has been 
downplayed in the history of  the independence 
movement. This was the experience political leaders 
acquired by participating in the official legislatures. 
They included leaders such as Gopal Krishna Gokha-
le, Sir Srinivas Shastri, Chittaranjan Das, Motilal Ne-
hru, Tej Bahadur Sapru and Vithalbhai Patel, all of  
whom were seasoned parliamentarians. The elector-
ates were small, the elected Indians had little power, 
the agenda was controlled by the executive (this still 
remains the case in independent India’s Parliament). 
But the participants learnt about procedure on how 
to frame and pass legislation, debate budgets and so 
on. The short-term split in the independence move-
ment between the constitutional and the agitational 
sides took place in 1921, when Gandhi issued the call 
for non-cooperation, and ended in 1937, when Con-
gress took part in the legislatures.

During that period, the Swaraj Party started by 
Congress leaders such as C.R. Das and Motilal Ne-
hru participated in the elections. By the time of  In-
dependence, in fact, there were many leaders who 
had become seasoned parliamentarians. Some like 
Har Bilas Sarda achieved their goal of  reforming so-
ciety by having an Act passed. The Sarda Bill was 
introduced in 1927 in the Central Legislative As-
sembly and passed as the Sarda Act in 1929, pro-
hibiting child marriage. India was ready for a parlia-
mentary democracy, British style.

(Extracted from “The Raisina Model” by 
Meghnad Desai, with permission from Penguin 

Random House India)

Prof. Lalji Singh, who 
died after suffering 
a massive heart at-
tack late on Sunday 

night, worked single-handedly, 
without mincing any words, 
to present his vision of  Indian 
biological sciences.

He was a very straight-for-
ward and to-the-point scientist, 
who would never gravitate to 
get his things done. Starting 
his career as a Group Leader 
at the Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB), 
Hyderabad, he subsequently 
went on to become its Direc-
tor. During his time, CCMB 
rose beyond the dreams of  its 
Founder Director, Dr. Pushpa 
Bhargava, who was instrumen-
tal in identifying this gem. 

Prof. Lalji Singh’s work 
fetched him the very earnestly 
deserved title of  Father of  
DNA Fingerprinting in In-
dia. Based on his translational 
work on DNA Fingerprinting 
and Diagnostics, the govern-
ment asked him to establish the 
Center for DNA Fingerprint-
ing and Diagnostics (CDFD) 
with a mandate of  making it a 
nodal center for DNA Finger-
printing and Diagnostics for all 
species and several diseases. He 
wanted it to be a center for ex-
cellence as a part of  CCMB but 
the Department of  Biotechnol-
ogy, Ministry of  Science and 
Technology, was keen on con-
verting it into an autonomous 
Institute. 

When he took over as Di-
rector, CCMB in 1998, he 
single-mindedly transformed 
the scientific infrastructure and 
built several centers of  excel-
lence within CCMB, starting 
with the National Facility for 
Transgenic and Gene Knock-
out Mice and adding several 
other such major facilities. 

To name a few, these were 
the Advanced Laboratory for 
Structural Biology research, a 
center for undertaking research 
aimed at conservation of  en-
dangered species (LACONES), 
BSL-II and BSL-III facilities 

for undertaking research on 
infectious diseases and a dedi-
cated centre for translational 
research on regenerative medi-
cine (CRF). 

This was the real phase 
of  CCMB’s diversification of  
activities not only in terms of  
creating infrastructure but in 
finding and persuading many 
outstanding investigators in 
these areas to join CCMB. 
Indeed, several of  these col-
leagues have been contributing 
immensely to the cause of  biol-
ogy research in India. 

These achievements and his 
credibility culminated in such 
heights that his alma mater, 
Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) chose him to as its Vice 
Chancellor. The functioning of  
institutions and universities are 
diametrically opposite but here 
too, he was instrumental in tak-
ing several critical decisions in 
shaping a new future for BHU.

He was a man of  very few 
words, but was always full of  
commitment and action. He 
defied all rules of  remaining 
in power and thus never gravi-
tated to anyone to remain at 
the top, either in his genre of  
science or administration. His 
scientific work of  understand-
ing the genetic structure of  
Indian human populations not 
only saw him writing some of  
the best research papers on the 
subject in the world but this re-
searches will have implications 
for India’s future health policy. 

He had one regret in his life 
-- India could not participate 
in the International Human 
Genome Initiative thanks to 
unwise cynicism on the part 
of  Indian scientific fraternity. 
True to his nature and like a 
real leader, he was not demor-
alised and went on to fulfill this 
dream by deviating into the 
Human Genome Diversity of  
Indian population. 

His work led to many cover 
page articles in Nature. His 
presence and proximity was 
so infectious that he created a 
battalion of  scientists who are 

capable of  fulfilling his dreams 
to their logical conclusion. He 
instilled the enthusiasm and 
excitement in everyone who 
came in contact with him. 

In addition to building insti-
tutions and capacities, he also 
conceptualised the Association 
of  DNA Fingerprinting and 
Associated DNA Technologies 
(ADNAT) with the sole objec-
tive of  imparting exhaustive 
hands-on-training, interacting 
with the best scientists in the 
world in the form of symposia 
and preparing quality control 
guidelines for emerging tech-
nologies. 

Today, ADNAT sympo-
sia and workshops are one 
of  the most sought after 
meetings by India’s young-
er scientists. Incidentally, 
ADNAT will, in 2018, cel-
ebrate its Silver Jubilee by 
organising an international 
symposium and multiple 
workshops in the country’s 
northeastern region. 

Prof. Lalji was always at-
tracted to his roots. He came 
from a small village, Kalwari 
in Jaunpur and rose to be-
come one of  the most illus-
trious scientists of  India. His 
commitment helped him to 
conceptualise, the Genome 
Foundation with the objec-
tive of  taking the most ad-
vanced technologies to rural 
India, where healthcare is 
barely available. 

He was been very actively 
pursuing his initiatives with 
Genome Foundation and as 
late as on December 2, 2017 
he was working with two of  
us to write grant applications 
on behalf  of  the Founda-
tion since he could not be a 
Principal Investigator on the 
applications, having crossed 
70 years of  age. For all of  us 
who knew him, age was just 
a number which has nothing 
to do with enthusiasm and 
dynamism. Lately, he was 
dreaming that all the genome 
research being supported by 
various agencies in India 
needed to come under one 

umbrella.
The CCMB, BHU, Ge-

nome Foundation, ADNAT 
and his extended family of  re-
searchers and scientists mourns 
the unfortunate early demise 
of  Prof. Lalji Singh with ut-
most gratitude and humble-
ness. We pray to almighty for 
his peaceful heavenly abode. 
The ADNAT and the Genome 
Foundation, without Prof. La-
lji Singh, are unimaginable but 
we pledge to fulfill his dreams. 

Finally, at times, he would 
have appeared to some of  the 
urban sophisticated lot a bit 

raw but that only reflected his 
rural upbringing, commitment 
to the cause, his uprightness 
and the courage to say things 
which needed to be said.
(Dr. Moinak Banerjee is Scientist 

F, Human Molecular Genetics 
Laboratory, Rajiv Gandhi 
Centre for Biotechnology, 

Thiruvananthapuram; Dr. 
Satish Kumar is Chief  Scientist 

and Group Leader, Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad. The views expressed 

are personal. They can be 
reached at moinak@gmail.com 

and satishk@ccmb.res.in)

‘Promoted Content Can’t Sell the 

India Has Survived as a Single Political Entity Because of Democracy 

Prof. Lalji Singh: A Man of Dreams, Courage and Commitment
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There’s some 
possibility that in the past month or so you’ve 
been hesitant about your commitments, as if  
you’d been in suspended animation. Perhaps 

you became aware of  errors you’d made in the past and 
were afraid you’d repeat them. Now that you’re conscious 
of  the past, you can and will face the future with more 

confidence.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): What a relief! 
Your energy is returning, especially regarding 
affairs of  the heart. Today you’ll be freed from 

the bonds of  doubt about your judgment. With you, self-
doubt is an especially touchy subject. You’re miserable 
when your confidence is gone. The energy flow has been 
reestablished, although it may take you a few days to fully 
recover from the ordeal of  recent weeks.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): The day ahead 
is promising! The aspects give a boost to your 
emotional life and should release you from the 
recent period of  uncertainty that has plagued 

you. You were unable to trust your own judgment. Dif-
ficult as this was, the doubt must have served some pur-
pose. Perhaps you should use your newfound clarity to 
sort out your experiences.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You undoubt-
edly have the impression that you’re seeing 
more clearly than in the recent past. The plan-
etary energies are lining up to break up the 

mental fog that you’ve been experiencing. The past few 
days have made you think an awful lot and you’ve learned 
some lessons, which should be evident today. Now it’s up 
to you to apply those lessons to your life.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): One recent day 
you had the feeling that your professional 
projects really weren’t your own, but ones 
that your parents, in particular your mother, 

wanted you to have. Now you’ve been analyzing your 
career from all angles and trying to figure out what it is 
you truly want. Today you should be able to see more 
clearly.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): It seems like the 
basis of  your social ambition has taken a bit of  
a beating lately. The planetary energies should 
give you some new desires. They may be of  a 

more modest nature, but that doesn’t mean they won’t be 
important. What motivates you professionally is going 
to be healthier and less egotistical. It will ultimately be a 
positive, satisfying evolution.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Here is the day 
when you may finally accept that you tend 
to play the role of  parent in your sentimental 
relationships. You’re the one who sets limits, 

organizes things, and takes on responsibility. Your partner 
should try to open you up to your more sensitive, fragile 
side.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Are you 
afraid that people will no longer under-
stand you? Have you changed too much? 
Do you have the feeling that you’ve left 

some people behind? Yes, it’s possible, but what 
can you do? Everyone can’t change at the same 
pace as you. Your friends have no problem with 
the changes you’ve undergone. Consider this pos-
sibility!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
don’t have the same opinions as everyone else. 
Of  course, this is the case for each one of  us. 
But you seem to differ in opinion with people 

more and more. You may decide that it’s time to design 
your own job, where the only boss to disagree with is 
you! This will carry some risks, but the potential rewards 
are great.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You 
may have been thinking about reshuffling 
the cards with your mate, unless you’ve al-
ready been offered a new hand. This pause 

in your relationship is a necessary transition on your 
journey to increased intimacy. Beginning today, your 
relationship is back on track and will continue to 
progress smoothly. Make the effort to observe what 
has changed.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There’s 
some likelihood that your emotions have 
changed in the past six weeks or so. You’re 
no longer attracted to the same people. 

You’re unsure of  yourself  at work, and you even 
wonder if  your attractiveness had deserted you. Be-
ginning today, these doubts will be dispelled. Take 
heart.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It looks like your 
emotions are finally back in business! You’ve 
been hesitant for the past six weeks or so, un-
able to make any decisions. You felt unsure, as 

if  you could no longer trust yourself. It’s been an espe-
cially upsetting time. Don’t throw caution to the wind, 
but your self-confidence will return to you today.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Laura Ruggles | Aeon

At first glance, the Cornish 
mallow (Lavatera cretica) 
is little more than an un-
prepossessing weed. It 

has pinkish flowers and broad, flat 
leaves that track sunlight throughout 
the day. However, it’s what the mal-
low does at night that has propelled 
this humble plant into the scientific 
spotlight. Hours before the dawn, it 
springs into action, turning its leaves 
to face the anticipated direction of  
the sunrise. The mallow seems to 
remember where and when the Sun 
has come up on previous days, and 
acts to make sure it can gather as 
much light energy as possible each 
morning. When scientists try to con-
fuse mallows in their laboratories by 
swapping the location of  the light 
source, the plants simply learn the 
new orientation.

What does it even mean to say 
that a mallow can learn and remem-
ber the location of  the sunrise? The 
idea that plants can behave intelli-
gently, let alone learn or form memo-
ries, was a fringe notion until quite 
recently. Memories are thought to 
be so fundamentally cognitive that 
some theorists argue that they’re 
a necessary and sufficient marker 
of  whether an organism can do the 
most basic kinds of  thinking. Surely 
memory requires a brain, and plants 
lack even the rudimentary nervous 
systems of  bugs and worms.

However, over the past decade or 
so this view has been forcefully chal-
lenged. The mallow isn’t an anomaly. 
Plants are not simply organic, passive 
automata. We now know that they 
can sense and integrate information 
about dozens of  different environ-
mental variables, and that they use 
this knowledge to guide flexible, 
adaptive behaviour.

For example, plants can recog-
nise whether nearby plants are kin 
or unrelated, and adjust their forag-
ing strategies accordingly. The flower 
Impatiens pallida, also known as pale 
jewelweed, is one of  several species 
that tends to devote a greater share 
of  resources to growing leaves rather 
than roots when put with strangers 
– a tactic apparently geared towards 
competing for sunlight, an impera-
tive that is diminished when you are 
growing next to your siblings. Plants 
also mount complex, targeted de-
fences in response to recognising spe-
cific predators. The small, flowering 
Arabidopsis thaliana, also known as 
thale or mouse-ear cress, can detect 
the vibrations caused by caterpillars 
munching on it and so release oils 
and chemicals to repel the insects. 

Plants also communicate with 
one another and other organisms, 
such as parasites and microbes, us-
ing a variety of  channels – including 
‘mycorrhizal networks’ of  fungus 
that link up the root systems of  mul-
tiple plants, like some kind of  sub-
terranean internet. Perhaps it’s not 
really so surprising, then, that plants 
learn and use memories for predic-
tion and decision-making.

hat does learning and memory 
involve for a plant? An example 
that’s front and centre of  the debate 
is vernalisation, a process in which 
certain plants must be exposed to 
the cold before they can flower in the 
spring. The ‘memory of  winter’ is 
what helps plants to distinguish be-
tween spring (when pollinators, such 
as bees, are busy) and autumn (when 
they are not, and when the decision 
to flower at the wrong time of  year 
could be reproductively disastrous).

In the biologists’ favourite ex-
perimental plant, A thaliana, a gene 
called FLC produces a chemical that 
stops its little white blooms from 
opening. However, when the plant 
is exposed to a long winter, the by-
products of  other genes measure 
the length of  time it has been cold, 
and close down or repress the FLC 
in an increasing number of  cells as 
the cold persists. When spring comes 
and the days start to lengthen, the 
plant, primed by the cold to have low 
FLC, can now flower. But to be effec-

tive, the anti-FLC mechanism needs 
an extended chilly spell, rather than 
shorter periods of  fluctuating tem-
peratures.

This involves what’s called epige-
netic memory. Even after vernalised 
plants are returned to warm condi-
tions, FLC is kept low via the remod-
elling of  what are called chromatin 
marks. These are proteins and small 
chemical groups that attach to DNA 
within cells and influence gene activ-
ity. Chromatin remodelling can even 
be transmitted to subsequent genera-
tions of  divided cells, such that these 
later produced cells ‘remember’ past 
winters. If  the cold period has been 
long enough, plants with some cells 
that never went through a cold period 
can still flower in spring, because the 
chromatin modification continues to 
inhibit the action of  FLC.

But is this really memory? Plant 
scientists who study ‘epigenetic 
memory’ will be the first to admit 
that it’s fundamentally different from 
the sort of  thing studied by cognitive 
scientists. Is this use of  language just 
metaphorical shorthand, bridging 
the gap between the familiar world of  
memory and the unfamiliar domain 
of  epigenetics? Or do the similarities 
between cellular changes and organ-
ism-level memories reveal something 
deeper about what memory really is?

Both epigenetic and ‘brainy’ 
memories have one thing in com-
mon: a persistent change in the be-
haviour or state of  a system, caused 
by an environmental stimulus that’s 
no longer present. Yet this descrip-
tion seems too broad, since it would 
also capture processes such as tis-
sue damage, wounding or metabolic 
changes. Perhaps the interesting 
question isn’t really whether or not 
memories are needed for cognition, 
but rather which types of  memories 
indicate the existence of  underlying 
cognitive processes, and whether 
these processes exist in plants. In 
other words, rather than looking at 
‘memory’ itself, it might be better to 
examine the more foundational ques-
tion of  how memories are acquired, 
formed or learned.

When the plant was dropped 
from a height, it learned that this 
was harmless and didn’t demand 

a folding response
‘The plants remember,’ said 

the behavioural ecologist Monica 
Gagliano in a recent radio interview, 
‘they know exactly what’s going on.’ 
Gagliano is a researcher at the Uni-
versity of  Western Australia, who 
studies plants by applying behaviour-
al learning techniques developed for 
animals. She reasons that if  plants 
can produce the results that lead us 
to believe other organisms can learn 
and remember, we should similarly 
conclude that plants share these cog-
nitive capacities. One form of  learn-
ing that’s been studied extensively 
is habituation, in which creatures 
exposed to an unexpected but harm-
less stimulus (a noise, a flash of  light) 
will have a cautionary response that 
slowly diminishes over time. Think 
of  entering a room with a hum-
ming refrigerator: it’s initially annoy-
ing, but usually you’ll get used to it 
and perhaps not even notice after a 
while. True habituation is stimulus-
specific, so with the introduction of  
a different and potentially danger-
ous stimulus, the animal will be re-
triggered. Even in a humming room, 
you will probably startle at the sound 
of  a loud bang. This is called disha-
bituation, and distinguishes genuine 
learning from other kinds of  change, 
such as fatigue.

In 2014, Gagliano and her col-
leagues tested the learning capacities 
of  a little plant called Mimosa pudi-
ca, a creeping annual also known as 
touch-me-not. Its name comes from 
the way its leaves snap shut defen-
sively in response to a threat. When 
Gagliano and her colleagues dropped 
M pudica from a height (something 
the plant would never have encoun-
tered in its evolutionary history), the 
plants learned that this was harm-
less and didn’t demand a folding re-

sponse. However, they maintained 
responsiveness when shaken sudden-
ly. Moreover, the researchers found 
that M pudica’s habitation was also 
context-sensitive. The plants learnt 
faster in low-lit environments, where 
it was more costly to close their 
leaves because of  the scarcity of  light 
and the attendant need to conserve 
energy. (Gagliano’s research group 
was not the first to apply behavioural 
learning approaches to plants such 
as M pudica, but earlier studies were 
not always well-controlled so find-
ings were inconsistent.)

But what about more complex 
learning? Most animals are also ca-
pable of  conditioned or associative 
learning, in which they figure out 
that two stimuli tend to go hand in 
hand. This is what allows you to 
train your dog to come when you 
whistle, since the dog comes to as-
sociate that behaviour with treats or 
affection. In another study, published 
in 2016, Gagliano and colleagues 
tested whether Pisum sativum, or the 
garden pea, could link the movement 
of  air with the availability of  light. 
They placed seedlings at the base of  
a Y-maze, to be buffeted by air com-
ing from only one of  the forks – the 
brighter one. The plants were then 
allowed to grow into either fork of  
the Y-maze, to test whether they 
had learned the association. The 
results were positive – showing that 
the plants learned the conditioned 
response in a situationally relevant 
manner.

The evidence is mounting that 
plants share some of  the treasured 
learning capacities of  animals. Why 
has it taken so long to figure this 
out? We can start to understand the 
causes by running a little experiment. 
Take a look at this image. What does 
it depict?

Most people will respond either 
by naming the general class of  ani-
mals present (‘dinosaurs’) and what 
they are doing (‘fighting’, ‘jump-
ing’), or if  they are dinosaur fans, by 
identifying the specific animals (‘ge-
nus Dryptosaurus’). Rarely will the 
mosses, grasses, shrubs and trees in 
the picture get a mention – at most 
they might be referred to as the back-
ground or setting to the main event, 
which comprises the animals present 
‘in a field’.

In 1999, the biology educators 
James Wandersee and Elisabeth 
Schussler called this phenomenon 
plant blindness – a tendency to over-
look plant capacities, behaviour and 
the unique and active environmental 
roles that they play. We treat them as 
part of  the background, not as active 
agents in an ecosystem.

Some reasons for plant blindness 
are historical – philosophical hango-
vers from long-dismantled paradigms 
that continue to infect our thinking 
about the natural world. Many re-

searchers still write under the influ-
ence of  Aristotle’s influential notion 
of  the scala naturae, a ladder of  life, 
with plants at the bottom of  the hier-
archy of  capacity and value, and Man 
at the peak. Aristotle emphasised 
the fundamental conceptual divide 
between immobile, insensitive plant 
life, and the active, sensory realm 
of  animals. For him, the divide be-
tween animals and humankind was 
just as stark; he didn’t think animals 
thought, in any meaningful way. Af-
ter the reintroduction of  such ideas 
into Western European education in 
the early 1200s and throughout the 
Renaissance, Aristotelean thinking 
has remained remarkably persistent.

It’s often adaptive for humans 
to treat plants as object-like, or 

simply filter them out
Today, we might call this sys-

tematic bias against non-animals 
zoochauvinism. It’s well-document-
ed in the education system, in biology 
textbooks, in publication trends, and 
media representation. Furthermore, 
children growing up in cities tend 
to lack exposure to plants through 
interactive observation, plant care, 
and a situated plant appreciation and 
knowledge by acquaintance.

Particularities of  the way our bod-
ies work – our perceptual, attentional 
and cognitive systems – contribute 
to plant blindness and biases. Plants 
don’t usually jump out at us sud-
denly, present an imminent threat, or 
behave in ways that obviously impact 
upon us. Empirical findings show 
that they aren’t detected as often as 
animals, they don’t capture our atten-
tion as quickly, and we forget them 
more readily than animals. It’s often 
adaptive to treat them as object-like, 
or simply filter them out. Further-
more, plant behaviour frequently 

involves chemical and structural 
changes that are simply too small, 
too fast or too slow for us to perceive 
without equipment.

As we are animals ourselves, 
it’s also easier for us to recognise 
animal-like behaviour as behaviour. 
Recent findings in robotics indicate 
that human participants are more 
likely to attribute properties such as 
emotion, intentionality and behav-
iour to systems when those systems 
conform to animal or human-like 
behaviour. It seems that, when we’re 
deciding whether to interpret behav-
iour as intelligent, we rely on anthro-
pomorphic prototypes. This helps to 
explain our intuitive reluctance to at-
tribute cognitive capacities to plants.

But perhaps prejudice is not the 
only reason that plant cognition 
has been dismissed. Some theorists 
worry that concepts such as ‘plant 
memory’ are nothing but obfuscat-
ing metaphors. When we try to ap-
ply cognitive theory to plants in a 
less vague way, they say, it seems that 

plants are doing something quite un-
like animals. Plant mechanisms are 
complex and fascinating, they agree, 
but not cognitive. There’s a con-
cern that we’re defining memory so 
broadly as to be meaningless, or that 
things such as habituation are not, in 
themselves, cognitive mechanisms.

One way of  probing the meaning 
of  cognition is to consider whether 
a system trades in representations. 
Generally, representations are states 
that are about other things, and can 
stand in for those things. A set of  
coloured lines can form a picture 
representing a cat, as does the word 
‘cat’ on this page. States of  the brain 
are also generally taken to represent 
parts of  our environment, and so 
to enable us to navigate the world 
around us. When things go awry 
with our representations, we might 
represent things that aren’t there at 
all, such as when we hallucinate. Less 
drastically, sometimes we get things 
slightly wrong, or misrepresent, parts 
of  the world. I might mishear lyrics 
in amusing ways (sometimes called 
‘mondegreens’), or startle violently 
thinking that a spider is crawling on 
my arm, when it’s only a fly. The ca-
pacity to get it wrong in this way, to 
misrepresent something, is a good 
indication that a system is using in-
formation-laden representations to 
navigate the world; that is, that it’s a 
cognitive system.

When we create memories, argu-
ably we retain of  some of  this rep-
resented information for later use 
‘offline’. The philosopher Francisco 
Calvo Garzón at the University of  
Murcia in Spain has argued that, for 
a physical state or mechanism to be 
representational, it must ‘stand for 
things or events that are temporarily 
unavailable’. The capacity for repre-
sentations to stand in for something 

that’s not there, he claims, is the rea-
son that memory is taken to be the 
mark of  cognition. Unless it can op-
erate offline, a state or mechanism is 
not genuinely cognitive.

The mallow learns a new 
location when plant physiologists 
mess with its ‘head’ by changing 

the light’s direction
On the other hand, some theorists 

allow that certain representations 
can only operate ‘online’ – that is, 
they represent and track parts of  the 
environment in real time. The mal-
low’s nocturnal capacity to predict 
where the Sun will rise, before it even 
appears, seems to involve ‘offline’ 
representations; other heliotropic 
plants, which track the Sun only 
while it is moving across the sky, ar-
guably involve a kind of  ‘online’ rep-
resentation. Organisms that use only 
such online representation, theorists 
say, might still be cognitive. But of-
fline processes and memory provide 
stronger evidence that organisms are 

not just responding reflexively to 
their immediate environment. This is 
particularly important for establish-
ing claims about organisms that we 
are not intuitively inclined to think 
are cognitive – such as plants.

Is there evidence that plants do 
represent and store information 
about their environment for later 
use? During the day, the mallow uses 
motor tissue at the base of  its stalks 
to turn its leaves towards the Sun, 
a process that’s actively controlled 
by changes in water pressure inside 
the plant (called turgor). The mag-
nitude and direction of  the sunlight 
is encoded in light-sensitive tissue, 
spread over the mallow’s geometric 
arrangement of  leaf  veins, and stored 
overnight. The plant also tracks in-
formation about the cycle of  day and 
night via its internal circadian clocks, 
which are sensitive to environmental 
cues that signal dawn and dusk.

Overnight, using information 
from all these sources, the mallow 
can predict where and when the 
Sun will rise the next day. It might 
not have concepts such as ‘the Sun’ 
or ‘sunrise’, but it stores informa-
tion about the light vector and day/
night cycles that allows it to reorient 
its leaves before dawn so that their 
surfaces face the Sun as it climbs in 
the sky. This also allows it to re-learn 
a new location when plant physiolo-
gists mess with its ‘head’ by chang-
ing the direction of  the light source. 
When the plants are shut in the dark, 
the anticipatory mechanism also 
works offline for a few days. Like 
other foraging strategies, this is about 
optimising available resources – in 
this case, sunlight.

Does this mechanism count as 
a ‘representation’ – standing in for 
parts of  the world that are relevant 
to the plant’s behaviour? Yes, in my 
view. Just as neuroscientists try to 
uncover the mechanisms in nervous 
systems in order to understand the 
operation of  memory in animals, 
plant research is beginning to unravel 
the memory substrates that allow 
plants to store and access informa-
tion, and use that memory to guide 
behaviour.

Plants are a diverse and flexible 
group of  organisms whose extraor-
dinary capacities we are only just 
beginning to understand. Once we 
expand the vista of  our curiosity 
beyond animal and even plant king-
doms – to look at fungi, bacteria, 
protozoa – we might be surprised to 
find that many of  these organisms 
share many of  the same basic behav-
ioural strategies and principles as us, 
including the capacity for kinds of  
learning and memory.

To make effective progress, we 
need to pay careful attention to 
plant mechanisms. We need to be 
clear about when, how and why we 
are using metaphor. We need to be 
precise about our theoretical claims. 
And where the evidence points in a 
direction, even when it is away from 
common consensus, we need to 
boldly follow where it leads. These 
research programmes are still in 
their infancy, but they will no doubt 
continue to lead to new discoveries 
that challenge and expand human 
perspectives on plants, blurring 
some of  the traditional boundaries 
that separated the plant and animal 
realms.

Of course, it’s a stretch of  the 
imagination to try to think about 
what thinking might even mean for 
these organisms, lacking as they do 
the brain(mind)/body(motor) divide. 
However, by pushing ourselves, we 
might end up expanding the con-
cepts – such as ‘memory’, ‘learning’ 
and ‘thought’ – that initially moti-
vated our enquiry. Having done so, 
we see that in many cases, talk of  
plant learning and memory is not 
just metaphorical, but also matter-
of-fact. Next time you stumble upon 
a kerbside mallow bobbing in the 
sunlight, take a moment to look at it 
with new eyes, and to appreciate the 
window this little weed provides into 
the extraordinary cognitive capaci-
ties of  plants.

The Minds of Plants

‘Leaping Laelaps’ (1897) by Charles Robert Knight. Courtesy Wikipedia.
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Congress President-elect Rahul Gandhi at a press conference in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat on Tuesday. 

PTI

Bitter campaigning for Gujarat 
ends, voting on Thursday

Pawar leads rally on 77th birthday, slams 
BJP’s allegations against Manmohan 

Violence over mysterious death of youth in K’taka 

Complete plant in 18 months 
or pay Rs 50,000 a day: NGT

Indians get more British 
work visas than others

SC to pass orders on disable 
friendly educational institutes

Bodies of eight more 
shermen recovered 
off Kerala coast

‘Bankers may strike 
work against FRDI Bill’

Gandhinagar, Dec. 12 
(IANS): Campaigning for 
the second and final phase 
of  Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions on Thursday ended 
on Tuesday evening after 
one of  the most vicious 
round of  attacks, with the 
stakes high both for the 
ruling BJP and an aggres-
sive Congress.

After the first round 
of  voting on December 9 
for 89 seats, the remaining 
93 constituencies spread 
across 14 rpt 14 districts of  
northern and central Gu-
jarat will see balloting to 
pick a new state Assembly.

A total of  851 candi-
dates are in the fray, with 
the BJP determined to 
continue its 22-year-long 
rule and the Congress 
equally confident of  com-
ing to power. Over two 
crore voters are eligible to 
exercise their franchise.

From Tuesday evening, 

Nagpur, Dec. 12 (IANS): Veteran 
politician and Nationalist Congress 
Party President Sharad Pawar, who 
hit the streets on his 77th birthday on 
Tuesday to lead a rally, said the ruling 
“BJP should feel ashamed of  itself ” 
for hurling allegations of  Pakistani 
links against former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh.

Addressing a massive rally on after 
leading a massive ‘Jan Aakrosh Halla 
Bol’ procession, jointly with Congress 
and other parties against the BJP-Shiv 
Sena government, he said: “Manmo-
han Singh’s credential are impeccable 
and it was very wrong to accuse him of  
seeking Pakistan’s help to win the on-
going assembly elections in Gujarat.”

“Ever since the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led government has taken power, 
it has destroyed the country, it is in-
dulging in extremely dirty politics and 
it has invoked Pakistan merely to cling 
to power. It is a very sad development,” 
Pawar said.

The Modi government has com-
pleted more than three years in power, 
but the farmers issues remained unre-
solved and their problems are being 
ignored, compelling them to commit 
suicide, he added.

Pawar - who led a political proces-
sion after 37 years, said when Chief  
Minister Devendra Fadnavis was 
informed of Tuesday’s procession, he 
responded that he “would show them 
their place when they came to him”.

“The CM has threatened us. He 
has complete authority to govern the 
state, but if  he threatens to throw us in 
jail, the farmers of the state are power-
ful enough to uproot you from power,” 
Pawar warned.

He pointed out that the agitation 
was intended to “awaken the sleep-
ing government to the misery of  the 
farmers” who have been denied justice 
on various counts, including the Mini-
mum Support Price for farm produce, 
implementation of  the farm loans 
waiver scheme announced in June and 
other related issues.

Meanwile, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-Shiv Sena government hit back 
at the opposition with the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau lodging FIRs in four 

different cases pertaining to the al-
leged scams worth Rs 72,000 crore in 
the state irrigation department, which 
could implicate several senior NCP 
leaders, including former Deputy 
CM Ajit Pawar and ex-minister Sunil 
Tatkare.

The procession, signaling a realign-
ment of the political opposion, was led 
by an ailing Pawar - who recently un-
derwent a toe surgery, but he appeared 
fit, cheerful and in full form.

Joined by an estimated 200,000 
farmers and party activists from entire 
Vidarbha region of  eastern Mahar-
asthra, the procession started from 
Dhanwate National College grounds 
and slowly wended its way to the Ma-
harashtra Legislature which has cur-
rently assembled here for the Winter 
Session in the state’s second capital.

It culminated there into a rally 
which was addressed by Pawar, sev-
eral senior NCP leaders Praful Patel, 
Tatkare, Leader of  Opposition in 
Council Dhanjay Munde, Congress’s 
former Union Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, state Congress President Ashok 
Chavan, Leader of Opposition in As-
sembly Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil and 
others from both parties.

“In 1980, Pawar had led a similar 
procession on bicycle from Jalgaon to 
Nagpur to fight for farmers issues. This 
time, it’s a commemoration of  that 
procession for the cause of  farmers 
who are being denied justice under the 
present Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv 
Sena at the centre and in Maharash-
tra,” state NCP spokesperson Nawabl 
Malik told IANS.

Tuesday’s procession-cum-rally 
was part of  the ongoing agitation 
launched by the NCP on December 1, 
in different parts of the state intended 
to “condemn and awaken the sleep-
ing state government on its various 
unfulfilled promises” for the people of  
Maharashtra.

Besides the national parties, the 
procession saw participation of activ-
ists and leaders of  other smaller and 
regional parties like Samajwadi Party, 
Peasants & Workers Party, Republican 
Party of India-G and RPI-K, farmers 
groups, etc.

Bengaluru, Dec. 12 (PTI): Violence over the 
mysterious death of a teenager in Honnavar last 
week spread to another town in Karnataka’s 
coastal Uttara Kannada district today as the 
BJP stepped up its protest and sought an NIA 
probe in the case.

Police said they resorted to “mild” lathich-
arge and used tear gas to disperse the agitators 
as a section of them pelted stones at the forces, 
damaged vehicles and burnt tyres during a pro-
test called by the BJP and others in Sirsi.

The saffron party has maintained that 18-
year old Paresh Kamalakar Mesta was a “Hindu 
activist” killed by “Jehadi elements”, and de-
manded a probe by the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA).

Kumta in the same district also witnessed 
violence when the car of IGP (Western Range) 
Hemanth Nimbalkar was set ablaze yesterday 
amid protests seeking justice for Mesta, whose 
body was found on Friday. He was reported 
missing on December 6.

Mesta’s family and locals have alleged that 
he was abducted and killed amid reports that 
the body bore marks of attack by sharp objects.

Police, however, rejected the claims, citing 
a report by doctors, pending the postmortem.

Karnataka Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
has accused the BJP of  using the incident for 

“political gains”.
Senior police and district administration of-

ficials said the situation at Sirsi was now under 
control and peace had been restored by dispers-
ing the crowd.

Police said the situation in Kumta was also 
normal.

Home Minister Ramalinga Reddy claimed 
such incidents were provoked “purposefully” by 
the BJP, keeping in mind the assembly elections, 
due early next year.

The BJP, which has termed the death as “the 
handiwork of jehadi elements”, today petitioned 
Governor Vajubhai Vaila, demanding a probe by 
the NIA in the case.

BJP leaders led by K S Eshwarappa staged 
a protest march from Vidhana Soudha, state 
secretariat, to Raj Bhavan here.

Calling Mesta a “Hindu activist”, Eshwara-
ppa accused the government of turning Karna-
taka into Kerala, and claimed this was 20th such 
killing of a Hindu activist in the state.

“We do not discriminate. Whether a Mus-
lim, a Hindu, a Christian or a Parsi is killed, it is 
deplorable. Nobody can support it. But the BJP 
loves doing the ‘politics of cadaver’.

It incites communal tension in the state for 
political gain,” KPCC working president Dinesh 
Gundu Rao alleged.

New Delhi, Dec. 12 (IANS): 
The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) on Tuesday ordered 
for the completion of  a waste-
to-energy plant in Jammu and 
Kashmir within 18 months, 
after which Rs 50,000 per 
day will be charged from the 
contractors.

The 5 megawatt power 
plant at Achan in Srinagar 
district is to be used to utilise 
dumped biomass to generate 
electricity.

Disposing the case on 
Tuesday, the NGT said the 
construction work on the 
plant at Achan -- the first one 
in Jammu and Kashmir -- 
should start within a week of  
signing of  the power purchase 

agreement (PPA) with the 
state government.

Ever since the process was 
started in 2013, several con-
tractors have left due to vari-
ous reasons. 

“Complete the plant with-
in 18 months of  signing the 
PPA. The document is already 
with the state government. Let 
that be done expeditiously,” 
NGT Chairperson Justice 
Swatanter Kumar ordered.

“In case of  delay beyond 
the contract period of  18 
months, Rs 50,000 per day 
shall be charged as environ-
ment compensation,” the 
bench said, adding that the 
fine would be applied for the 
default period. 

The contractors -- Key-
stone Energy Tools, LLC and 
Aztec Infrastructure Pvt Ltd 
-- were awarded the contract 
regarding different aspects of  
the project.

The contractor on Tuesday 
claimed that once the PPA 
was signed, the project would 
be completed in 18 months 
though the contract period is 
24 months.

Earlier, miffed by the delay 
in the plant’s commissioning, 
the NGT commented that 
the plant was of  great public 
importance as the summer 
capital of  Jammu and Kash-
mir generates about 450 met-
ric tonnes of  municipal waste 
every day.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  12 
(IANS): Stating that there 
has been a sharp increase 
in the number of  British 
visas issued to Indians, the 
British High Commission 
said on Tuesday that In-
dians get more work visas 
than all other nationalities 
combined.

Citing figures issued by 
the UK Office for National 
Statistics, the High Com-
mission said in a statement 
that the number of  visas 
granted to Indian nationals 
from September 2016 to 
September 2017 stood at 
517,000.

“Within this number, 
visit visas increased by 11 
per cent to 427,000 and 
work visas remained steady 
at 53,000 - meaning that 
Indians still get more work 
visas for employment in 
the UK than all other na-
tionalities combined,” the 
statement said.

Stating that the largest 
increase was seen in the 
Tier 4 student visa category, 
it said in the last year over 
14,000 student visas were 
issued to Indians, an in-
crease of  27 per cent com-
pared with the previous 12 

months. 
In addition, over 5,000 

Indians came for short-term 
study in the UK during the 
same period. This is the 
third successive quarter that 
student visa numbers have 
increased.

“These statistics show 
that India’s bridge with 
the United Kingdom is as 
strong as ever,” British High 
Commissioner to India Do-
minic Asquith said.

“I particularly welcome 
the sharp increase in In-
dian students choosing to 
take advantage of the UK’s 
world-beating higher educa-
tion. Our visa service for In-
dians is as good as any other 
on offer. Some 90 per cent 
of applicants receive a visa 
and 99 per cent of those are 
processed within our target 
time of 15 working days.” 

Stating that he wanted 
more Indians to see Britain 
as their partner country, 
whether for business, tour-
ism, study or work, Asquith 
said that visits to India last 
week by the Mayor of  
London and the Deputy 
First Minister of  Scotland 
“showed the depth of inter-
est in working with India”.

New Delhi, Dec. 12 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said it will pass order on a 
plea seeking to make higher 
education institutions physi-
cally accessible for disabled 
students.

A bench of Justices A K 
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan 
said that it will pass certain 
directions on the issue and 
give some time for its com-
pliance.

The bench was hearing 
a plea filed by an organisa-
tion Disabled Rights Group 
in 2006, espousing the cause 
of a disabled girl who is 100 
per cent wheelchair bound.

The girl, who wanted to 
study law, could not study 
at the National Law Uni-
versity and managed to 
gain admission in a private 
university.

Counsel for the peti-
tioner organisation said the 
college at the private univer-
sity does not have facilities 
for disabled students despite 
a law which mandates pro-
vision of  facilities to such 
students.

“She was made to stay 
in a hostel in a shared room 
with two other normal stu-
dents, the bathroom did 
not have a ramp and there 

was no escort facility in the 
hostel for such students,” 
he said.

He said Persons for 
Disabilities(Equal Opportu-
nities, Protection of Rights 
and Full Participation) 
Act, 1995, provided certain 
guidelines to be followed, 
which were not adhered 
to by higher education in-
stitutes.

The bench said three per 
cent reservation provided 
under the law is now being 
followed by the educational 
institutions.

“There is no tracking or 
monitoring whether these 
institutes are providing res-
ervation or not to the disa-
bled students. There is no 
reporting mechanism for 
the institutes,” the counsel 
said.

The bench then out-
lined three issues-- provision 
of  reservation in higher 
educational institutions for 
disabled, all educational 
institutions being made 
physically accessible for 
disabled students and the 
scope of several provisions 
of the Act.

“We will pass order 
with regard to these issues,” 
the bench said.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Avalanches hit Army posts on 
LoC, five soldiers missing 
Srinagar, Dec. 12 (IANS): Five soldiers were reported 
missing after avalanches hit two Army posts on the Line 
of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir, police said 
on Tuesday. Two soldiers went missing in Kupwara 
district’s Nowgam sector on Monday evening and three 
others disappeared on Tuesday morning in Bandipora 
district’s Gurez sector. More than five feet deep snow 
had accumulated in Gurez due to the heavy snowfall that 
started on Monday evening, the officer added.

Delhi govt. nod for free treatment 
scheme for accident victims, others
New Delhi, Dec. 12 (IANS): Victims of road accidents, 
fire and acid attacks will get medical treatment in all 
city hospitals at government expense, regarding which 
a scheme was approved by the Delhi Cabinet on 
Tuesday. “The Cabinet today (Tuesday) approved the 
Accident Victims Scheme which will be implemented 
after approval from the Lt Governor (Anil Baijal),” 
Health Minister Satyendar Jain told the media here.  
“The government will pay the hospital expenses of any 
individual -- from Delhi or outside -- who is injured in 
an accident on any city road,” he said.  He said almost 
8,000 accidents occur every year in the capital, with 
around 20,000 people getting injured. On an average, 
1,600 of them die.

Afghan couple held for entering 
IGI airport with ‘edited’ ticket
New Delhi, Dec. 12 (IANS): An Afghan couple was 
arrested on Tuesday on the charge of gaining entry to the 
Indira Gandhi International airport here by showing an 
‘edited’ ticket, an official said. Sayed Omar and his wife 
Nazila Sayed were held around 6.30 p.m. in the check-in 
area of Terminal-3.  “We caught the couple as they were 
roaming suspiciously in the check-in area. The couple 
said they had gained access to the airport by showing an 
edited ticket of Kabul-bound flight SG-21, by which their 
daughter was scheduled to travel,” a Central Industrial 
Security Force official told IANS.  The couple was handed 
over to the IGI Police for legal action, he added.

Man found hanging in Noida
Noida, Dec. 12 (PTI): A man was found hanging in his 
home in Noida after having an argument with his family 
members over his drinking habits, the police said today. 
Satish, a resident of Salarpur colony, prima facie seemed 
to have committed suicide, a police official said. He was 
an alcohol addict and regularly got into arguments on 
this issue with his family. The body has been sent for 
post-mortem. The police is investigating all possible 
angles, including murder, the official said.

Two shot dead at wedding 
function in Amritsar
Amritsar, Dec. 12 (PTI): Two persons were killed and 
three critically injured when two groups fired at each 
other at a wedding function here, police said today. SSP 
Amritsar (Rural) Parampal Singh said that yesterday a 
marriage function was being hosted in a banquet hall 
near Chehertha area on the outskirts of Amritsar where 
two rival groups were invited by the bride’s brother. The 
situation got out of  control when old enmity came to 
the fore when the groups came face to face, he said. 
Both groups allegedly opened fire at each other resulting 
in the death of  two and injuries to three including a 
woman who was attending the marriage function.The 
two groups led by Harwinder Singh and Manpreet Singh 
had long standing grudges against each other, he said. 
Both were facing some criminal cases and different FIRs 
were registered against them in different police stations, 
said SSP Singh adding that both Harwinder Singh and 
Manpreet Singh died on the spot during the shootout.

Engineer shot dead in Bihar 
Patna, Dec. 12 (PTI): A junior enginner, employed with 
the irrigation department in Bihar, has been shot dead 
by unidentified persons in Saran district while he was 
on his way home in the state capital, police said today. 
“Veermani Kumar, who was posted at Hajipur in the 
adjoining district of Vaishali, was shot dead in Sonepur 
police station area late last night. Kumar lived in Kurji 
locality of  Patna and he was returning home when 
unidentified assailants fired at his car. He received bullet 
injuries in his chest”, Superintendent of Police, Saran, 
Harkishor Rai, told PTI over phone. A police party 
rushed to the spot and took the engineer to a hospital 
where he was declared brought dead, the SP said. 
Rai claimed that investigations have revealed that the 
engineer was involved in a property dispute and a case 
had beeen lodged in this connection at a police staion in 
Patna. “We suspect that those with whom Kumar was 
involved in the dispute, are behind the murder,” the SP 
said. A country-made pistol was used in the killing and 
the possibility of the masterminds having hired contract 
killers cannot be ruled out, he said.

Fire breaks out on Central 
University of Kashmir campus
Srinagar, Dec. 12 (PTI): A fire broke out at the Central 
University of Kashmir’s (CUK) Nowgam Campus here 
today, damaging electronic equipment and other items 
in the department of  convergent journalism (DCJ). 
“The fire presumably emanated from the media studio 
and spread to the adjoining rooms of the department. 
There was a major damage to the costly equipment and 
the infrastructure of the media studio, which was state-
of-the-art,” a university spokesperson said. Despite fire 
safety measures, the studio suffered extensive damages, 
he said adding the exact cause of fire was not known yet. 
The faculty and other administrative staff  were safely 
evacuated. The fire was effectively put out of the fire and 
emergency department personnel who were assisted by 
State Disaster Response Force. Vice-Chancellor Prof  
Mehraj ud Din Mir later chaired a meeting and said 
that all the examinations of the university scheduled to 
be conducted from 15 December would be held on time.

‘Dead’ DSP transfered in Andhra 
Pradesh; DGP orders probe 
Amaravati, Dec. 12 (PTI): In a faux pas, a “dead” 
senior police officer in Andhra Pradesh was last 
night transferred and asked to report to the police 
headquarters. Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) 
D Ramanjaneyulu, who was posted in the Tirumala 
special branch, died more than six months back due to 
some health issues, but his name figured in the list of 16 
DSPs who were transferred. As the gaffe left the police 
brass embarrassed, a senior police official said, Director 
General of Police Nanduri Sambasiva Rao has ordered 
an internal inquiry. A police spokesperson in a statement 
today said the transfer figured in the list “due to a clerical 
error”. “It stands cancelled,” he added.

political parties confined 
themselves to door-to-door 
campaigning.

The districts which will 
see polling on Thursday in-
clude Banaskantha, Patan, 
Sabarkantha, Mehsana, 
Gandhinagar, Ahmeda-
bad, Aravalli, Mahisa-
gar, Panchmahal, Dahod, 

Kheda, Anand, Vadodara 
and Chhota Udepur.

The maximum number 
of  33 candidates are in 
Mehsana seat. This in-
cludes Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Nitin Patel. There 
are only two candidates in 
Jhalod.

Gujarat ’s  f inancial 

Thiruvananthapuram/
Ko z h i k o d e,  D e c.  1 2 
(IANS): Search and res-
cue personnel on Tuesday 
recovered the bodies of  
eight fishermen from the 
sea off  the Kozhikode coast 
in Kerala, official sources 
said, taking the death toll in 
cyclone Ockhi to 48.

The decomposed bod-
ies recovered by the Coast 
Guard and the Marine En-
forcement Department will 
be taken to the Kozhikode 
Medical College Hospital 
for conducting DNA tests 
for identification purposes.

The cyclone struck the 
southern districts of Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu on No-
vember 30. Even after about 
two weeks of the natural ca-
lamity, authorities continue 
to grope in the dark with 
regard to missing fisher-
men, with the Latin Church 
claiming that persons miss-
ing in the cyclone’s wake are 
more than the government 

figure of 70.
On Tuesday, a group of  

Latin Church officials led 
by Archbishop M. Susaipa-
kiam called on Kerala Gov-
ernor P. Sathasivam and 
submitted a memorandum 
seeking urgent steps by the 
Centre for the rehabilitation 
of the affected fishermen.

“We have urged the 
Governor to take up the 
case of  affected families 
with the Centre. We have 
also urged him for continu-
ation of  search and rescue 
operations,” the Archbishop 
told the media in the state 
capital.

While the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan government has an-
nounced compensation of  
Rs 20 lakh to the family of  
each victim and Rs 5 lakh 
to those permanently disa-
bled due to the disaster, the 
weekly Cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday is likely to an-
nounce fresh soaps for the 
affected.

Chennai, Dec. 12 (IANS): 
Opposing the Financial 
Resolution and Deposit 
Insurance (FRDI) Bill, the 
All India Bank Employees 
Association (AIBEA) has 
said it is planning a strike if  
the Centre proceeds on the 
proposed legislation.

In a statement issued 
late on Monday, the AIBEA 
said: “The Bill has created 
widespread fear, apprehen-
sion and panic amongst the 
depositors that the govern-
ment is contemplating to 
liquidate the banks and the 
deposits of  the Banks will 
not be returned because 
of  the bail-in clause of  the 
Bill.”

According to AIBEA, 
the Bill provides for setting 
up a new authority Finan-
cial Resolution Corporation 
(FRC) which will deal with 
liquidation and resolution 
of  Banks Insurance and 
other financial institutions.

“This FRC will super-
sede the powers of  RBI 
(Reserve Bank of  India) 
and other agencies dealing 
with the problem at present. 
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration guarantees deposits 

upto Rs. 1 lakh per custom-
er. This will be closed down 
and the FRC will decide the 
amount now,” AIBEA said.

In addition, the FRC 
has power to liquidate any 
bank and permit to use the 
depositors’ money to bail-
in a bank. This provision is 
creating doubt and panic in 
the minds of every one, the 
statement said.

According to AIBEA, 
at a time when people are 
already worried about their 
money in the banks due 
the huge bad loans and 
consequent write off, loss 
of  revenue, losses being 
incurred by banks, the gov-
ernment instead of assuring 
the people about safety has 
chosen to bring this FRDI 
Bill which deals with pos-
sible liquidation of banks.

The bank union spoke 
of  stringent measures to 
recover the huge bad loans 
from big corporates and 
other defaulters.

The AIBEA said the 
question of bail-in does not 
arise in Indian situation as 
banks under liquidation 
are general merged with 
stronger banks.

capital Ahmedabad ac-
counts for 16 seats, out of  
which the BJP holds 14. 
The Congress is hoping to 
change this scenario. 

On the last  day of  
campaigning on Tuesday, 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said his party was 
confident of  dislodging 
the BJP. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi flew by a 
seaplane from the Sabar-
mati riverfront to Dharoi 
dam, sparking a row.

Thursday’s polling will 
begin at 8 a.m. and end at 
5 p.m. There are a total of  
25,319 polling booths and 
2,22,96,867 voters are reg-
istered on the electoral rolls.

Of  the 851 candidates, 
the BJP has fielded 93, the 
Congress 91, the NCP 28 
and the Bahujan Samaj 
Party 75. The AAP has 
put up eight candidates. 
There are also some 350 
independents.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Gates warns of war between Is-
rael, Hezbollah
Dubai, Dec. 12 (IANS):  Former US Defence Sec-
retary Robert Gates on Tuesday warned there might 
be an all-out war between Israel and Lebanon’s Iran-
backed Shia militia Hezbollah in 2018. He made the 
remarks at the one-day annual Arab Strategy Forum 
in Dubai, Xinhua news agency reported. Israel in re-
turn might feel that Hezbollah has become a problem 
to deal with, he added. Hezbollah has been support-
ing the Syrian regime of  President Bashar al-Assad 
in its fight against the IS and other militia groups 
in Syria by sending fighters and weapons. In 2006, 
Hezbollah and Israel fought a 34-day war and have 
since exchanged sporadic fire along the Lebanese-
Israeli border.Gates said he expects the tension to rise 
between Shia Iran and Saudi-led Sunni Arab states 
“as Iran continues in trying to increase its influence 
and meddling across the Middle East”.

Austria gas plant blast kills one
Vienna, Dec. 12 (IANS): At least one person was 
killed and 18 persons were injured in an explosion 
at a natural gas plant in Austria on Tuesday, offi-
cials said. The gas plant, belonging to the Austrian 
international oil and gas company OMV, erupted 
in flames at around 9 a.m. in the municipality of  
Baumgarten an der March, located 40 km to the east 
of  Vienna, Efe news reported. The regional police for 
Lower Austria said on Twitter that the situation was 
under control although firefighters were still working 
to extinguish the conflagration. 

Dubai hosts forum on risk man-
agement
Dubai, Dec. 12 (IANS/WAM):  A two-day forum on 
risk management has kicked off  in Dubai in collabo-
ration with the US Risk Management Society. Titled 
“RIMS Risk Forum Middle East”, the event began on 
Monday and is organised by the General Directorate 
of  Residency and Foreigners Affairs (GDRFA). He 
stressed that the forum aims to exchange ideas and 
expertise and spread awareness about crisis and risks.
The UAE’s aviation sector is now leading the world 
in terms of  aviation safety and security following the 
implementation of  the necessary measures to reduce 
risks in the sector, said Saif  Al Suwaidi, Director Gen-
eral of  the Civil Aviation Authority. 

6.2-magnitude quake hits Iran
Tehran, Dec. 12 (IANS):  An earthquake measuring 
6.2 on the Richter scale hit Iran’s Kerman province 
on Tuesday. The quake’s epicentre was at a depth 
of  10 km, 30.754 degrees north latitude and 57.315 
degrees east longitude, reports Xinhua news agency. 
According to authorities, there were no immediate 
reports of  any casualties or damage.  Electricity 
and water flow has been disrupted in some of  the 
adjacent villages.  The Iranian security forces were 
dispatched to the area.

American soldier killed in Af-
ghan accident
Kabul, Dec. 12 (IANS):  An American soldier was 
killed after being injured in a vehicle accident in 
Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province, officials said on 
Tuesday. Two other US soldiers were injured in the 
Monday accident, Xinhua news agency reported. The 
NATO and US forces completed their combat mission 
in Afghanistan by the end of  2014, after 13 years of  
military presence in the country. Around 13,000 for-
eign troops remain in Afghanistan to train and assist 
security forces in their fight against the Taliban.

Australia seeks to recruit spies 
to work abroad
Canberra, Dec. 12 (IANS):  Australia seeks to 
recruit spies who are smart, observant and capable 
of  working abroad for the country’s interest, For-
eign Minister Julie Bishop said on Tuesday. The 
Australian Secret Intelligence Service has launched 
a spy recruitment drive in which the applicants are 
required to participate in an online game where they 
need to note minute details, read faces and evaluate 
the reliability of  the information, reports Efe news. 
“What we are looking for is people from diverse 
range of  backgrounds. People who have got a curious 
outlook, who are obviously intelligent,” Bishop said. 
She did not give further details of  the drive in which 
the potential agents are set to participate, but she 
said that they would be employed overseas to gather 
intelligence information. 

Austria gas plant blast kills one
Vienna, Dec. 12 (IANS): At least one person was 
killed and 18 persons were injured in an explosion 
at a natural gas plant in Austria on Tuesday, offi-
cials said. The gas plant, belonging to the Austrian 
international oil and gas company OMV, erupted 
in flames at around 9 a.m. in the municipality of  
Baumgarten an der March, located 40 km to the east 
of  Vienna, Efe news reported. The regional police for 
Lower Austria said on Twitter that the situation was 
under control although firefighters were still working 
to extinguish the conflagration. The police said the 
cause of  the explosion had been a technical failure.

Trump to send astronauts back to moon Afghan forces to launch 
operation against IS in the north

New York terror suspect pledged allegiance to ISIS — ofcials

China building network of refugee 
camps along N.Korea border

Missing Argentine submarine’s 
search focused on mystery object

Gemalto announces 
single gateway for 
Visa, Mastercard 
services

Egyptian president stresses necessity 
to preserve Jerusalem status

Queensland PM seeks veto of federal loan to Adani’s coal mine project 

Washington, Dec. 12 
(IANS):  US President Don-
ald Trump authorised the 
acting NASA administrator 
Robert M. Lightfoot Jr. to 
“lead an innovative space 
exploration programme 
to send American astro-
nauts back to the moon, 
and eventually Mars” dur-
ing a White House signing 
ceremony.

Standing with retired 
astronauts including Har-
rison Schmitt, one of  the 
astronauts on Apollo 17 
-- the last piloted mission to 
the moon, and Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, Trump on 
Monday touted the initia-
tive as the first step in estab-
lishing a foundation on the 
moon for “an eventual mis-
sion to Mars and perhaps 
someday to many worlds 
beyond”, reports CNN.

“The directive I am 
signing today will refo-
cus America’s space pro-
gramme on human explora-
tion and discovery. 

PTI

the White House D.C.

“It marks an important 
step in returning American 
astronauts to the moon for 
the first time since 1972 for 
long-term exploration and 
use. This time we will not 
only plan on flag and leave 
our footprint.”

The directive, which 
came on the 45th anniver-

sary of Apollo 17’s landing 
on the moon, called for 
collaboration with commer-
cial companies and other 
nations, but it did not spec-
ify when the moon mission 
would occur or how much it 
might cost.

During a 2016 cam-
paign event near NASA’s 

Kennedy Space Centre in 
Florida, Trump had pledged 
to “free NASA from the re-
striction of  serving prima-
rily as a logistical agency for 
low Earth-orbit activities” 
and “instead refocus on 
space exploration”, CNN 
reported.

“Under a Trump ad-
ministration, Florida and 
America will lead the way 
into the stars,” he said.

Pence, during the first 
meeting of  the National 
Space Council in October, 
said the Trump administra-
tion “will return American 
astronauts to the moon, 
not only to leave behind 
footprints and flags, but to 
build the foundation we 
need to send Americans to 
Mars and beyond”.

“The moon will be a 
stepping-stone, a training 
ground, a venue to strength-
en our commercial and in-
ternational partnerships as 
we refocus America’s space 
program toward human 

space exploration.”
Trump’s announcement 

essentially revives goals that 
former President George W. 
Bush announced in 2004. 
The resulting NASA pro-
gramme, Constellation, 
was to put astronauts on 
the moon by 2020 but was 
hobbled by delays and cost 
overruns, reports The New 
York Times.

Fo r m e r  P r e s i d e n t 
Barack Obama canceled 
it in 2010 and instead told 
NASA to focus on reaching 
an asteroid in the 2020s and 
then Mars in the 2030s.

The new heavy-lift rock-
et that NASA is developing 
for deep-space missions - 
known as the Space Launch 
System - could serve as a 
core component of a moon 
trip. 

But the first uncrewed 
test of  that rocket will not 
occur until 2019 or 2020, 
and the first flight carrying 
astronauts would follow 
only several years later.

Kabul, Dec. 12 (PTI/AFP):  
Afghanistan’s military plans 
to launch a major operation 
to stop the Islamic State 
group making inroads into 
the country’s northern prov-
inces, officials said today.

“(The) ministry of  de-
fence is planning to launch 
an operation against Daesh 
in northern provinces of Sari 
Pul, Faryab and Jowzjan,” 
defence ministry spokesman 
Dawlat Waziri told AFP, us-
ing the Arabic acronym for 
the Middle Eastern jihadist 
group.

“We know there are for-
eign fighters among them, 
but we will eliminate all 
of  them regardless of their 
nationality,” he said, without 
elaborating further.

On Sunday, AFP report-
ed that French and Algerian 
fighters, some arriving from 

Syria, had joined the ranks 
of  the Islamic State group 
in northern Afghanistan 
where the militants have 
established new bases.

European and Afghan 
local sources confirmed that 
French citizens were among 
the fighters in Darzab district 
of  Jowzjan province, sug-
gesting they may have links 
to Islamic State- Khorasan 
Province (IS-K), the group’s 
franchise in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.

It is the first time that 
the presence of  French IS 
fighters has been recorded in 
Afghanistan, and comes as 
analysts suggested foreign-
ers may be heading for the 
war-torn country after being 
driven out of Syria and Iraq.

“We have reports that 
more than 40 foreign Daesh 
fighters, mostly Uzbeks, 

are present in Darzab and 
Qushtepa districts. They 
are there to recruit locals 
and train them to become 
fighters,” Mohammad Reza 
Ghafoori, a spokesman for 
the governor of  Jowzjan, 
told AFP.

“The government is 
planning to launch an op-
eration to clear the area from 
them soon,” he said, also 
without giving further de-
tails. When it first emerged 
in 2015, IS-K overran large 
parts of eastern Nangarhar 
and Kunar provinces, 
though initially its part in the 
Afghan conflict was over-
shadowed by the Taliban.

The jihadists have since 
spread north, including in 
Jowzjan on the border with 
Uzbekistan, and carried out 
multiple devastating attacks 
in the capital Kabul.

Cairo, Dec. 12 (IANS):  
Egyptian President Abdel-
Fattah al-Sisi has stressed 
his country’s firm stance 
on the necessity of preserv-
ing the legal and historical 
status of  Jerusalem in a 
meeting with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
in Cairo.

Both leaders held a pro-
longed meeting on Monday 
and discussed the recent 
developments after the US 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, spokesman 
for Egyptian presidency 
Bassam Rady said in a state-
ment, Xinhua reported.

Sisi stressed Egypt’s sup-
port for establishing an in-
dependent Palestinian state 
with East Jerusalem as its 
capital, Rady noted.

Meanwhile, Abbas said 
the US decision was surpris-
ing at a time when the Pal-
estinian Authority showed 
flexibility and readiness to 
reach a settlement based on 
the two-state solution and 
recognition of  East Jeru-
salem as Palestine’s capital 
in line with the pre-1967 
borders.

The two sides tackled 
the dangerous repercussions 
of  the US decision on the 
status of Jerusalem and the 
Middle East peace process, 
the spokesman said.

Last week, US President 
Donald Trump announced 
that he acknowledged Jeru-

New York, Dec. 12 (PTI):  A Bang-
ladeshi-origin man, who triggered a 
blast at a metro station in New York 
City, had pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State terror group and was 
motivated by Israeli actions in Gaza, 
US officials said.

Akayed Ullah, the 27-year-old 
suspected bomber, detonated a 
pipe bomb strapped to his body in 
a crowded passageway during the 
morning rush hour, injuring himself  
and three others.

The device prematurely explod-
ed between two subway platforms 
near Port Authority, America’s 
largest bus terminal, injuring four 
persons and causing chaos in one 
of the busiest commuter hubs in the 
metropolis, officials said.

He had pledged allegiance to the 
ISIS terror group and told investiga-
tors that his planed terrorist attack 

in New York was mainly because 
of the recent Israeli actions in Gaza, 
officials said as per multiple media 
reports.

A law enforcement official quot-
ed by CNN said recent Israeli ac-
tions in Gaza had compelled Ullah 
to carry out the attack, adding that 
the suspect had said he was “upset” 
with the “incursion into Gaza”.

The Homeland Security spokes-
man Tyler Houlton said Ullah is 
now a lawful permanent resident. 
He came to the US in 2011 on an 
F43 family immigrant visa, which is 
granted to children of American citi-
zens siblings. According to Taxi and 
Limousine Commission, Ullah held 
a Taxi and Limousine Commission 
license from March 2012 to March 
2015. His license was not renewed 
after that.

Ullah told investigative officers 

that he made the explosive devise at 
his work place, which as per some 
media reports was an electric com-
pany. Even though Ullah pledged 
allegiance to ISIS, law enforcement 
officials said as of now there is no 
known linkage between him and the 
terrorist outfit.

New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo said the device was a low 
intensity explosive device.

According to The New York 
Times, he chose the location of  
subway because of  its Christmas-
themed posters, recalling strikes in 
Europe against Christmas markets, 
and set off his bomb in retaliation for 
US airstrikes on ISIS targets in Syria 
and elsewhere, several law enforce-
ment officials said.

Ullah told investigators that he 
was inspired by propaganda from the 
Islamic State terror group, according 

to law enforcement officials, The 
Washington Post reported.

Attorney General Jeff  Sessions 
said that the attempted terrorist at-
tack by an immigrant is a failure of  
logic and sound policy not to adopt 
a merit-based immigration system.

“The President (Donald Trump) 
has asked Congress to work with 
him on ending the diversity lottery 
and chain migration.

He has proposed switching to 
a merit-based system of  immigra-
tion similar to the Canadian and 
Australian systems. “That means 
welcoming the best and the brightest 
and turning away not only terrorists 
but gang members, fraudsters, drunk 
drivers and child abusers. Such a 
merit-based system would make us 
safer and welcome individuals who 
would be best able to assimilate and 
flourish in our country,” he said.

Beijing, Dec. 12 (IANS):  
China is quietly building a 
network of  refugee camps 
along its border with North 
Korea, the Guardian re-
ported on Tuesday.

The existence of  plans 
for the camps, first report-
ed by the Financial Times 
last week, emerged in an 
apparently leaked internal 
document from a state-run 
telecom giant that has ap-
parently been tasked with 
providing them with internet 
services.

The China Mobile docu-
ment, which has circulated 
on social media and overseas 
Chinese websites since last 
week, reveals plans for at 
least five refugee camps in 
Jilin province. 

The document says: 
“Due to cross-border ten-
sions, the (Communist) 
party committee and gov-
ernment of Changbai coun-
ty has proposed setting up 
five refugee camps in the 
county.”

It gives the names and 
locations of  three such fa-
cilities: Changbai riverside, 
Changbai Shibalidaogou 
and Changbai Jiguanlizi. 

A spokesman for Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry de-
clined to confirm the camps’ 
existence at a regular press 
briefing on Monday but did 
not deny they were being 
built. 

Cheng Xiaohe, a North 
Korea specialist from Ren-
min University in Beijing, 

said while he could not con-
firm whether the document 
was genuine, it would be 
irresponsible for China not 
to make such preparations.

Tensions on the Korean 
peninsula have soared this 
year as US President Donald 
Trump has stepped up pres-
sure on his North Korean 
counterpart and Pyongyang 
has accelerated its nuclear 
and ballistic missile pro-
grammes. 

Trump has baited Kim 
with the nickname “Little 
Rocket Man” and threats of  
military action, while Kim 
has responded with insults 
of his own, and a succession 
of nuclear and missile tests 
that have brought two new 
rounds of UN sanctions. 

Buenos Aires, Dec.12 (IANS):  An on-
going search for the missing Argentine 
submarine that disappeared 26 days 
ago was currently focused on a mystery 
object detected at a depth of  700 metres, 
according to the navy.

Despite poor weather in the search 
effort, the international team looking 
for the ARA San Juan continues to 
work using tools such as remote-control 
probes, Efe news quoted the spokesman 
as saying.

Six vessels are deployed in the search 

zone, based on the sub’s last reported po-
sition, course and speed and the location 
of  an explosion that roughly coincided 
with the San Juan’s disappearance, Balbi 
said. Navy headquarters last heard from 
the submarine on November 15 and it 
was eight days later that authorities de-
clared the 44 crewmembers as presumed 
dead.

The San Juan went missing en route 
from Ushuaia, the world’s southernmost 
city, to its home base in Mar del Plata, 
southeast of  Buenos Aires.

Brisbane, Dec. 12 (IANS):  
Queensland’s re-elected Labor 
Party Premier Annastacia Palaszc-
zuk has written to Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull to veto a fed-
eral loan to Indian conglomerate 
Adani Enterprises’ A$16.5-billion 
Carmichael coal project in Galilee 
Basin, a media report said.

In one of her first acts after she 
was officially sworn in on Tuesday 
morning, Palaszczuk has followed 
through on the shock announce-
ment she made during the elec-
tion campaign to block a A$900 
million loan from the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility to 
the Indian conglomerate to build a 
common-user rail line in the basin, 
The Australian reported.

“My government provides 
formal notification for the Com-
monwealth that financial as-
sistance should not be provided 
to Adani for the North Galilee 
Basin Rail Project,” Palaszczuk’s 
letter to Prime Minister Turnbull 
reads.

“As such, the government is ex-
ercising its veto right under section 

13(4) of  the Investment Facility 
Mandate in response to the Adani 
loan application.”

An Adani spokesman said the 
company was still committed to 
Queensland despite the veto, and 
insisted the Queensland govern-
ment was still supportive of  its 
Carmichael coal mine proposal for 
the Galilee Basin.

“We congratulate Premier 
Palaszczuk on her government’s 
election and look forward to work-
ing closely and cooperatively with 
the state and federal governments 
and regulatory authorities as we 
get on with the job of making all of  
our projects a reality,” the spokes-
man said.

“Adani Australia currently 
employs over 800 people and 
has invested over $3.3 billion in 
Queensland, which is one of the 
biggest investments by an Indian 
company in Australia.

“We would not be investing 
our time, money and energy in this 
manner if  our projects were not 
viable and if  we were not serious 
about delivering our projects which 

will ultimately generate more than 
10,000 direct & indirect jobs across 
all of our projects.

“The projects are viewed in a 
positive light by the Queensland 
Government and considered as 
critical infrastructure investments. 
The projects continue to retain 
the support of  the Queensland 
Government.

“Adani Australia will now 
fully consider and adjust to the 
constraints the veto of  NAIF 
(Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility) funding brings. Adani 
Australia is 100 per cent committed 
to Queensland, we have a strong re-
gional Queensland presence. This 
will not change,” it said.

The contentious loan was for a 
rail line connecting the Carmichael 
coal mine to the Abbot Point 
coal terminal, and related mining 
project.

In response to Palaszczuk’s 
letter to Turnbull, Northern Aus-
tralia Minister Matt Canavan said 
the Queensland government had 
“chosen to stand in the way of  
North Queensland jobs as its first 

official act”. 
“It was the Palaszczuk Govern-

ment that first asked last year that 
the NAIF consider a loan to the 
Adani Galilee rail project in a let-
ter from the now-sidelined former 
Treasurer Curtis Pitt,” Senator 
Canavan said.

“But what the Queensland 
Premier has failed to say today is 
whether she intends to block all 
investment in the Galilee Basin.

“The people of  regional 
Queensland deserve to know 
which jobs will be next on Labor’s 
hit list.

“I hope the Adani project pro-
ceeds because there are 800 people 
whose current jobs depend on it, 
and thousands of future jobs hang 
in the balance. If Adani does pro-
ceed it will be in spite of Queens-
land Labor not because of it.”

Under the constitution, the fed-
eral government funding must be 
facilitated by the state government 
to the private company.

Palaszczuk said newly ap-
pointed Treasurer Jackie Trad, 
the state’s Deputy Premier, would 

write to federal Northern Australia 
Minister Matt Canavan to provide 
the same advice.

During the campaign, the In-
tegrity Commissioner wrote to 
Palaszczuk and said she should 
not make any decisions about 
any NAIF applications, because 
of  a conflict of  interest created 
by Palaszczuk’s partner working 
on Adani’s NAIF application, the 
Australian reported.

However, she said she would 
veto the loan. Palaszczuk has not 
said what she would do for other 
NAIF projects, such as Aurizon’s 
application to build a rail line in the 
Galilee Basin. 

Despite scepticism that its Car-
michael mine was not viable, 
Adani said it had been verified by 
independent third parties to be in 
the lowest cost quartile of the cost 
of  production in the global cost 
curve for seaborne thermal coal.

The decision to veto the loan 
has been criticised by the federal 
coalition government, which says 
it will put the entire multibillion-
dollar project in jeopardy.

salem as the capital of Israel 
and decided to move the US 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem lies 
at the core of  the Israeli-
Palestinian dispute.

While Israel took over 
East Jerusalem from Jor-
dan in the 1967 war and 
declared the whole city as 
its eternal indivisible capital 
in 1980, it has not been rec-
ognized by the international 
community.

The Palestinians insist 
that they should establish 
an independent state with 
East Jerusalem as its capital 
in the final settlement.

Under the previous 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accord, the status of  Jeru-
salem should be determined 
through the final-status 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

London, Dec .12 (IANS): 
Simplifying the way for fi-
nancial institutions to launch 
mobile payment services, 
global IT security firm 
Gemalto on Tuesday an-
nounced that its Trusted 
Service Hub (TSH) can now 
offer a single gateway, thus 
enabling issuers to connect 
to Mastercard and Visa to-
kenisation services.

“Our new partnerships 
with Mastercard and Visa 
will strengthen these initia-
tives and give clients faster 
and more efficient access 
to a global mobile payment 
market that is expected to 
be worth over $3 trillion by 
2021,” François Chaffard, 
Senior Vice-President, Dig-
ital Payment, Gemalto, said 
in a statement.  Mastercard 
and Visa platforms manage 
tokenisation which converts 
card’s sensitive data into a 
unique digital identifier (or 
token) that can be deployed 
safely on smartphones and 
similar devices.

“Having Gemalto’s sup-
port as a partner to expand 
usage of  the Visa Token 
Service through our ‘Visa 
Ready for Tokenisation’ pro-
gramme will only help to ac-
celerate this new era for busi-
nesses and consumers alike,” 
Jack Forestell, Executive 
Vice President, Innovation 
and Strategic Partnerships, 
Visa, said in a statement.

The token allows pay-
ments to be processed with-
out exposing actual account 
details that could potentially 
be compromised.

“Tokenisation is key 
to ensuring consumers put 
their trust in new digital 
payment services and as a 
gold partner of our ‘Master-
card Engage’ programme, 
Gemalto can help our cus-
tomers digitise their card 
portfolios faster and deploy 
their digital solutions,” said 
Kiki Del Valle, Senior Vice 
President, Commerce for 
Every Device, Mastercard.

Meanwhile, wallet pro-
viders, including original 
equipment manufacurers 
(OEMs), retailers, car manu-
facturers and wearable mak-
ers can benefit from the com-
pany’s offering to launch 
their own mobile payment 
wallet while accessing a 
growing number of issuers.
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Brittany Snow sued 
over car accident
“Pitch Perfect” actress Brittany Snow has been sued by a man 
named Jose Erazo Gomez for her involvement in a 2016 car 
crash. Gomez claims that Snow rear-ended him and gave him 
a neck injury in July last year, according to court documents, 
reports tmz.com. In the lawsuit, Gomez mentioned that 
Snow crashed into the back of his car at a high speed, leading 
to “catastrophic injuries,” including shock and injury to his 
nervous system and a disc tear in his neck. Snow was driving 
at the time of the accident, however, Gomez is also suing 
her mother, Cindy. Gomez is seeking unspecified damages.

Winner of Best Pop (local dialect)- The finalist  for 
Yeh Safar with their award.

Musik-A students ring in the 
holidays with Winter Recital

Musicians 
honoured 
at 9th 
Music 
Awards of 
Nagaland

Priyanka Chopra receives 
Mother Teresa Memorial award

Quitting Twitter helps 
Ed Sheeran feel healthy

The Rock 
expecting 
‘another girl’ 
with girlfriend

‘Stranger Things’, ‘Narcos’ 
top shows of Netflix in 2017

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Fukrey Returns (hindi)

5 pm: Baby Driver (eng) 2D

M
usik-A 
(Alo-
bo 
Naga 
school 

of music) brought in a lot 
of cheer apt for the season 
with the 2nd edition of  
their Winter Recital.

After the whole hustle 
and bustle of the Hornbill 
International Music Fes-
tival, ‘the Winter Recital’ 
played out to be a breath 
of fresh air as the students 
gave stellar performances. 

There was no lack of  
talent in the show amongst 
the students who ranged 
from the ages of 4 and 
above. Singing classics 
like ‘True Colours’ by 
Phil Collins to more 
Generation Y songs like 
‘Night Changes’ by One 
Direction, all age groups 
of the audience had their 
feet tapping. The show 
had students show off  
their skills with classical 
ensembles to piano pieces 
as well.

This year, ‘a far bet-
ter chief guest’ as it was 
mentioned or should we 
say chief guests were 
present at the recital. 
The children from Bright 
Morning Star Children’s 
Home, Kohima, made a 
special appearance and en-
thralled the audience with 
two special songs. Bright 
Morning Star Children’s 
Home started in 2012 with 
a vision not just to have 
their children deliver in 

academics but also in other 
extracurricular activities. 
And like the host for the 
evening said “makes more 
sense to have the children 
from the Children’s Home 

to be a part of the re-
cital than a politician who 
would have turned up late 
anyway.” 

From last year’s recital 
to this year, one can clearly 

see the growth and direc-
tion the music school is 
taking. Alobo Naga has 
also been closely associated 
with the children’s care giv-
ing home for a long time 

and said that all support 
has come from his friends 
and family and parents of  
the students to make the 
recital a grand success.

Eastern Mirror Desk

A
ctor Priyanka 
Chopra has 
been hon-
oured with 
this year’s 

Mother Teresa Memorial 
award for social justice.

Priyanka received the 
award for her contribu-
tion towards lending her 
support to social causes, 
such as her recent visit to 
Syria, where she met and 
interacted with refugee 
children.

The actor is also 
UNICEF’s Goodwill 
Ambassador and is known 
for supporting various 
philanthropic activities.

The 35-year-old star’s 
mother, Madhu Chopra, 
received the award on her 
behalf.

“I humbly accept the 
award on her behalf. As a 

mother, I am immensely 
proud to have a child who 
is so compassionate and 
has so much kindness in 
her. She exemplifies the 
fact the more you give the 
more you get. Even as a 
child, she was influenced 
by Mother Teresa and 
has been supporting 
Prem Niwas in Bareilly.

“It is justifiable for her 
to receive this honourable 
award and I am im-
mensely proud of  her. 
I’m thankful and I’m 
sure she is humbled 
that her efforts have 
been recognised by 
the foundation 
that believes in 
helping the needy 
and supporting the 
deprived and rais-
ing funds for those who 
are impoverished,” 

Madhu said in a state-
ment.

In the past 
fa-

mous personalities such as 
Kiran Bedi, Anna Hazare, 

Oscar Fernandes, 
Sudha Murty, 
Malala Yousafzai, 

Sushmita Sen and 
Bilquis Bano 

Edhi have been 
honoured with 
the award.

PTI

S
inger Ed Sheeran finds it healthy 
that he deleted his Twitter ac-
count as he now steers clear from 
anything sid about him.

“If  you were a massive musi-
cian in the 1960s, 1970s or 1980s, you’d 
avoid (the hate) because, by and large, 
people never say bad things to your face. I 
read online, though, and now people can 
hide behind a screen, you get true feelings. 

“I’ve met many journalists who said 
stuff  about me, but when you meet them, 
it’s all smiles,” Sheeran told The Sunday 
Times’ Culture magazine, reports female-
first.co.uk. 

“But I don’t think any musician has 
had their sanity or career helped by reply-
ing to people on Twitter. People either 
really love you or you’re the antichrist. 
Nobody just says, ‘He’s all right.’ And 
since I’ve deleted my account, I haven’t re-
ally paid attention to anything said about 
me, which has been healthy,” he added.

The “Perfect” singer is not bothered by 
his critics because he feels he has enough 
fans to give him a “very, very healthy liv-
ing”.

“I’ve tapped into as many  people that 
are going to see me live as I can. I’m not 
everyone’s cup of  tea, but I’m enough peo-
ple’s cup of  tea to have a very, very healthy 
living, so I don’t feel a need to justify it.”

IANS

A
ctor-wrestler Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson 
has announced that he 
is expecting another 
girl with his longtime 

girlfriend Lauren Hashian.
Johnson, who already has two-

year-old Jasmine with Hashian, 
made the announcement on Insta-
gram on Monday, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

Johnson posted a photograph of  
Jasmine sitting in front of a Christ-
mas tree with a note hanging above 
her head that reads: “It’s a girl! Can’t 
wait to be a big sister. And finally be 
the boss!”

Alongside the photograph, John-
son wrote: “Our Jasmine Lia would 
like to make a big announcement 
-- It’s a girl! Lauren and I are bound-
lessly grateful for this blessing as this 
spring we’ll welcome our second 
baby. Plus, Jazzy is excited to boss 
around and protect her little sister.”

“The Fate of the Furious” actor 
also has 16-year-old daughter named 
Simone Garcia Johnson with his 
former wife Dany Garcia.

IANS

P
opular science fiction-hor-
ror web series “Stranger 
Things” and “Narcos” 
were the top shows for 
Indian viewers this year 

on streaming platform Netflix.
A member in India watched 

“The SpongeBob SquarePants” 
movie 171 times in 2017. The most 
popular day to stream in India was 
October 29, 2017. 

Indian members are more likely 
to binge a TV show at a faster pace 
than the rest of  the world -- three 
days versus the global average of  
four days.

This year, Netflix members 
around the world watched more 
than 140 million hours of  TV 
shows, movies, documentaries and 
more per day - that’s about one bil-
lion hours per week. 

India saw a massive rise in binge-
ing this year. The average global 
member watched 60 movies on Net-
flix this year, read a statement from 
the global streaming video service.

Interestingly, while Indians are 

amongst the top mobile download-
ers in the world for Netflix content, 
TV devices continue to be important 
for streaming, with more than a 
third (34 per cent) of  Netflix view-
ing hours in India being through 
connected TVs. 

The shows that got India 
cheating in 2017 were: “Narcos”, 
“Stranger Things”, “13 Reasons 
Why”, “Mindhunter”, “Black Mir-
ror”, “Marvel’s the Defenders”, 
“Orange is the New Black”, “Riv-
erdale”, “The Crown” and “Better 
Call Saul”. 

Netflix members ranked 
“Stranger Things” as the top show 
to watch together as a family. 
Nostalgia also scored top points 
for family watching via “Star Trek: 
Discovery”, “Gilmore Girls: A Year 
in the Life” and “Fuller House”.

Other shows that brought India 
together in 2017 were: “13 Reasons 
Why”, “Chef ’s Table”, “Riverdale”, 
“ASOUE”, “Atypical” and “The 
Good Place”. 

The shows India devoured in 

2017 were: “My Only Love Song”, 
“13 Reasons Why”, “Marvel’s 
Iron Fist”, “The Mist”, “Shooter”, 
“Riverdale”, “Terrace House: Aloha 
State”, “Greenleaf ”, “American 
Vandal” and “Marvel’s The Defend-
ers”. 

The shows India savoured 
in 2017 were: “Midnight Diner: 
Tokyo Series”, “Samurai Gour-
met”, “Big Mouth”, “Disjointed”, 
“Neo Yokio”, “You Me Her”, “The 
Crown”, “One Day at a Time”, 
“ASOUE” and “The Confession 
Tapes”. 

The popularity is based on the 
average daily viewing hours per 
member between November 1, 
2016 and November 1, 2017. Series 
viewed less than two hours per day 
were identified as ‘savoured’.

Series viewed more than two 
hours per day were identified as 
‘devoured’. Data was inclusive of  
new show or new season launches 
of  Netflix originals from November 
1, 2016 to November 1, 2017 only. 

IANS

T
he 9th Music Awards of Nagaland organised by Native Trax Society 
was held on Monday, Dec. 11 at Hotel Acacia Dimapur.  
Winners of the 9th Music Awards Of Nagaland are: 
Best Gospel song- Pezet Newme (My Lord)
Best Gospel (local dialects)- Temsumongba Ozukum (Krista nemdang 

tenungsang agutsudi)
Best Rock alt/Soft- Benathung Humtsoe (We Raise our hands up)
Best Rock metal/heavy -Powerfaith (Life)
Best Rock (Indie) - Medo Kense ( But I)
Best Pop (male)- Kubanglung Pamei (Call my name)
Best Pop (local dialects)- The finalist (Yeh Safar)
Best Pop (female)- Arola Jinger (Summer song)
Best Hip hop /rap -Cusui rhakho (Blessings)
Best Instrumental- D Boy (No regret)
Best EDM -Kekhrie Ringa (Destination)
Best Folk fusion- Colored Keys (Warrior’s call)
Best Producer- Colored Keys (Warrior’s call)
Best Songwriter- Powerfaith (Life)
Best Music Video and Best Director- Tsungchilong Long character (We’ve got love)
Best Sound Engineer- Temjen Jamir (life, power faith)
Patron Award Merangtsungba Aier, Director, Social Welfare department
Song of the year- Tutu Terhuja (If)
The Finalist who were awarded for Best Pop (local dialects) stated that it was an 
honour for them to be awarded with the 9th MAN 2017 and what made is special 
was to receive the award on the same stage and hall where they first stood up and 
performed during their stint as contestants during the 2nd session of Naga Hindi 
Voice.   

EMN
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Oscar Pistorius

Fernando Torres Boxer Jeff Horn wears a pair of boxing gloves on top of earmuffs on Dec. 12 a er his a weigh-in for his 
next fight in Brisbane, Australia. Horn will defend his WBO welterweight world tle against Britain’s Gary 
Corcoran on Wednesday.
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New Zealand team posing with the trophy a er bea ng the West Indies by 240 run victory in Hamilton 
on Tuesday.

Louis van Gaal

Hostile Neil Wagner destroys West 
Indies as New Zealand sweep series

Van Gaal slams 'boring' United under Mourinho

Oscar Pistorius bruised in a jail fight over telephone use

Putin allows athletes to compete 
at Winter Olympics as neutrals

Torres has no intention of leaving Atletico

Hamilton, Dec. 12 (AFP): 
A brutal spell from Neil 
Wagner, including three 
wickets and a broken arm, 
led New Zealand to a com-
prehensive victory over the 
West Indies in Hamilton 
on Tuesday.
      The tourists, set a target 
of  444, folded to be nine 
for 203 at tea on day four 
with Sunil Ambris retired 
hurt and unable to con-
tinue batting. The 240-run 
victory saw a dominant 
New Zealand wrap up the 
series 2-0 after winning the 

first Test by an innings.
The hostile Wagner 

accounted for most of  the 
damage in the second in-
nings in Hamilton with his 
short-ball barrage targeting 
the body.

Ambris was taken to 
hospital after a vicious 
blow to the forearm.

He tried to struggle on 
and reached five before 
trudging from the field. It 
ended a tough Test bap-
tism for Ambris who was 
twice dismissed in his first 
three innings by treading 

on his stumps.
Shai Hope, on 23, also 

required on-field medical 
attention after being hit 
on the forearm by a rising 
Wagner delivery.

When play resumed he 
attempted an ambitious 
hook at another short de-
livery and was caught by 
Colin de Grandhomme at 
long leg.

Shane Dowrich lasted 
two balls after Ambris left 
when he fended a Wagner 
bouncer to Henry Nicholls 
at short leg.

Madrid, Dec. 12 (IANS): 
Star striker Fernando Torres 
says he has no intention of  
leaving Atletico Madrid in 
January.

Torres came up through 
the Atletico youth system 
before moving to Liverpool 
and Chelsea, before return-
ing to the club he has always 
supported since childhood 
in 2015, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Now on the fringes of  
the side, but still popular 
with the fans, the 33-year-
old knows his place is under 
threat when Diego Costa 
and Vitolo are included in 
the squad when the trans-
fer window opens and the 
FIFA transfer ban on the 
club is lifted.

Atletico already have 
four strikers. Antoine Griez-
mann, Kevin Gameiro, Lu-

Johannesburg, Dec. 12 
(AP): Olympian Oscar Pis-
torius, in jail for murdering 
his girlfriend, was bruised in 
an altercation with another 
inmate over telephone use, a 
South African prison spokes-
man confirmed Tuesday.

Pistorius sustained a 
minor injury in an alleged 
assault at the Attridgevill 
Correctional Centre last 
week, Singabakho Nxumalo 
of the Department of Cor-
rectional Services told The 
Associated Press. Pistorius 
had a medical checkup and 
was found to have a bruise, 

Moscow, Dec. 12 (IANS): 
President Vladimir Putin 
has backed the decision 
made by the Russian Olym-
pic Committee (ROC) to 
clear national athletes for 
participation in the 2018 
Winter Olympics in South 
Korea under the neutral 
status, Russian presidential 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Tuesday.

According to Peskov, 
Putin stated earlier that 
there would be no obstacles 

in the way of  Russian ath-
letes if  they made a personal 
decision to travel to South 
Korea’s PyeongChang for 
the 2018 Winter Games, 
reports Tass news agency.

“Now that the Olympic 
Assembly concluded its ses-
sion and made its decision, 
we can speak about his (Pu-
tin’s) support,” Peskov said.

On December 5, the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) announced its 
decision to ban the national 

team from participating in 
the 2018 Olympic Games, 
to run from February 9 to 
25. The IOC accused Russia 
of  systematic violations of  
anti-doping rules, particu-
larly during the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics.

At the same time, the 
IOC intends to respect the 
rights of  clean athletes, al-
lowing them to participate 
in the upcoming games 
as “Olympic Athletes of  
Russia.”

London, Dec. 12 (Reuters): Arsenal de-
fender Shkodran Mustafi has been ruled out 
of  Wednesday’s Premier League game at 
West Ham United due to a thigh injury and 
midfielder Aaron Ramsey is doubtful with a 
hamstring problem. Arsenal are fifth in the 
standings and will be looking for their third 
consecutive league win over relegation-
threatened West Ham who beat champions 
Chelsea in their last match.“Mustafi will 
not be back. He may be fit to face New-
castle on Saturday,” Wenger told report-
ers on Tuesday. “We lost Ramsey against 
Southampton, everybody else should be 
available.” Wenger also underlined striker 

Olivier Giroud’s importance to the club, 
saying that the 31-year-old was not an im-
pact substitute and will get chances to start.

“He’s a very important player and I have 
big respect for him. Look how many French 
caps he has got since he came here. He’s 
not wasted his time. I can understand his 
frustrations,” Wenger added. ”He’s played 
many games, much more than many speak 
about. He’s played more than (Alexandre) 
Lacazette for example. When you are at 
a big club with many strikers, you can’t 
guarantee. “Personally, I want him to stay 
at the club until the end of the season. Then 
we will see.”

Cape Town, Dec. 12 (Re-
uters): Former Manches-
ter United manager Louis 
van Gaal believes the club 
have become more bor-
ing under his successor 
Jose Mourinho, saying he 
would prefer to watch local 
rivals and Premier League 
leaders Manchester City 
in action.

During the Dutchman’s 
two-year stint as United 
manager from 2014, the 
club secured fourth and 
fifth-placed league finishes 
along with an FA Cup tri-
umph, but Van Gaal was 
regularly criticised for his 
negative tactics.

Mourinho’s United 
won the League Cup and 
Europa League in his first 
season in charge but the 
Portuguese has been ac-
cused of  “parking the bus” 
in big games, and Van Gaal 
believes the former Chelsea 
boss deserves more criti-
cism.

”I would rather watch 

Roston Chase and Ray-
mon Reifer manufactured 
a solid 78-run partner-
ship until midway between 
the lunch and tea breaks 
when Chase, on 64, went 
in similar fashion to Hope, 
pulling a Wagner bouncer 
to the safe hands of  de 
Grandhomme.

Reifer was out soon 
after for 29, edging a good 
ball from Tim Southee to 
give Williamson his sec-
ond smart catch at gully, 
before Mitchell Santner 
cleaned up the last two 
wickets.

When the West Indies 
resumed the day at 30 for 
two they needed opener 
and captain Kraigg Brath-
waite to knuckle down for 
a long innings.

But he was gone in the 
sixth over for 20, caught at 
gully off  Trent Boult, giv-
ing the left-armer his 200th 
Test wicket.

The series now moves 
to three one-day interna-
tionals and three Twen-
ty20s with the tourists to 
be reinforced with the in-
clusion of  Chris Gayle and 
Marlon Samuels for all 
six matches while Andre 
Fletcher, Sunil Narine and 
Kieron Pollard will play 
the Twenty20s.

City play than United,“ 
Van Gaal was quoted as 
saying by the Mirror. ”You 
need quality in a squad and 
it’s clear City have a better 
squad.

“...And yet, right now, 
looking at United, I have to 
conclude Mourinho is not 

being criticised while it’s 
far more boring football.”

“What United produce 
now is defensive football. 
I always played attack-
ing football... They don’t 
do that now because Jose 
Mourinho plays so defen-
sive.” City are on a record 

Brisbane (Australia), Dec. 
12 (AP): Jeff  Horn’s re-
ward for a successful first 
title defense since a con-
tentious win over Manny 
Pacquiao could be a bout 
with Terence Crawford.

A failure could send 
him back into boxing ob-
scurity.

Horn wants to use his 
WBO welterweight title de-
fense against Gary Corco-
ran on Wednesday to dispel 
any notion that he got a 
hometown decision against 
Pacquiao in Brisbane last 
July. If  he gets his way, it 
could set him up for a big 
2018.

Top Rank promoter 
Bob Arum attended Tues-
day’s weigh-in and said 
a win here ‘’will lead to 
massive fights coming next 
year.’’

‘’I think Pacquiao is 
going to return to the ring. 
Terence Crawford will be 
the mandatory for this 
fight. The biggest building 
in Las Vegas is on hold 
for this fight,’’ Arum said. 
‘’Going to have a tremen-
dous year in the welter-
weight division and these 
two participants ... will be 
giving it their all to see who 
will go ahead as part of  
these major programs that 
will take place next year.’’

Horn, now unbeaten in 
18 bouts, knows what it’s 
like to be given no chance 
of  beating the champion, 
so he is trying to think 
only about Corcoran at 
the Brisbane Convention 
Centre. That’s not far from 
where he beat Pacquiao in 
front of  more than 51,000 
fans in an outdoor bout at 
a regular rugby venue.

‘’I’ve got until after this 
fight to start having dis-
cussions,’’ he said. ‘’He’s 
definitely a possibility if  I 
can manage to get through 
Gary first.’’

The Australian former 
schoolteacher was written 
off  before taking on Pac-

14-game winning streak in 
the league while United, 
who finished sixth last sea-
son, lost 2-1 to their neigh-
bours on Sunday to slip 
11 points adrift of  them in 
second position.

Van Gaal, who was 
sacked the day after his 
FA Cup triumph, clarified 
that he had no personal 
issues with Mourinho but 
hit out at United CEO Ed 
Woodward, saying that the 
46-year-old did not openly 
communicate with him.

“I have more problems 
with the CEO, Ed Wood-
ward. He never discussed 
anything with me -- and 
you can talk about any-
thing with me,” Van Gaal 
added.

“With all my experi-
ence, I know the unwritten 
laws of  football. A club 
has to prepare for the fu-
ture. I can understand that 
and they should have ap-
proached me. Ed could talk 
to me but he did not.”

Bobby Por s (L) of the Chicago Bulls and Guerschon Yabusele of the 
Boston Cel cs ba le for the ball at the United Center.

Warriors, Rockets roll on as Celtics crash
Los Angeles, Dec. 12 
(AFP): The Golden State 
Warriors shrugged off  the 
absence of  Stephen Curry 
to edge past the Portland 
Trail Blazers on Mon-
day as a depleted Boston 
Celtics crashed to defeat 
against the Chicago Bulls.

The injured Curry and 
Draymond Green were 
both missing from the 
Warriors line-up in Oak-
land but Kevin Durant 
stepped up with 28 points 
as the NBA champions 
claimed a 111-104 win at 
the Oracle Arena.

Klay Thompson also 
grabbed 24 points for the 
Warriors, who remain sec-
ond in the Western Con-
ference standings with a 
22-6 record behind first 
place Houston.

The Warriors record-
ed their seventh straight 
victory after overcoming 
a virtuoso performance 
from Portland's Damian 
Lillard, who finished with 
39 points.

The Rockets head the 
standings in the Eastern 
Conference after  van-
quishing the New Orleans 
Pelicans 130-123 at the 
Toyota Center.

The Rockets had a late 
scoring spree from guards 

James Harden and Chris 
Paul to thank for the win, 
which saw them overturn 
a 13-point third quarter 
deficit to claim a 10th 
straight victory.

H a r d e n  s c o r e d  2 6 
points -- 12 of  them in 
the fourth quarter -- while 
also notching a career-
high 17 assists.

Paul also left his scor-
ing late, with 16 of  20 
points in the fourth.

Harden later revealed 

he had urged Paul to raise 
the tempo in the fourth 
quarter.

"I told him to be ag-
gressive. He was passive 
throughout the entire 
game," Harden said of  
Paul.

"I told him, 'Be ag-
gressive, take your shots.' 
He made some big threes, 
got to the basket a couple 
times, and gave us some 
momentum offensively. 
And then defensively we 

got stops."
New Orleans  were 

without  ta l isman An-
thony Davis, struggling 
with a left adductor strain. 
Pelicans coach Alvin Gen-
try was left impressed by 
Houston.

"You can see why they 
have the best record in the 
league," Gentry said of  
the Rockets. "I thought 
we did everything we had 
to do to try and put our-
selves in a position to try 
to win it."
Mirotic, Portis, double-
act
Elsewhere on Monday, 
Nikola Mirotic and Bobby 
Portis provided further 
proof  that their violent 
altercation in October 
had been forgotten after 
teaming up to inspire the 
Chicago Bulls '  victory 
over the Boston Celtics.

Mirot ic  and Por t is 
came to blows before the 
season started in a clash 
that left Mirotic with mul-
tiple facial fractures and a 
concussion.

However the two Bulls 
players provided the bulk 
of  the scoring -- Mirotic 
with 24 and Portis with 
23 -- as the Bulls record-
ed a blowout 108-85 win 
over the Celtics, who were 

badly missing the injured 
Kyrie Irving and forward 
Marcus Morris.

The Bulls have not lost 
since Mirotic returned 
last Friday after recov-
ering from the injuries 
sustained in his fight with 
Portis.

"Bobby and I, we are 
playing good, we are find-
ing each other and we are 
bringing that energy that 
the team needs," Mirotic 
said. Boston fell to 23-6 
with the defeat but re-
main secure on top of  the 
Eastern Conference table 
with Toronto (17-8) their 
nearest rivals.

"Sometimes, you get 
your butt kicked -- it's as 
simple as that," Celtics 
coach Brad Stevens said.

"Chicago dictated the 
whole game, they played 
harder than we did, they 
played with more pres-
ence than we did, they 
played more competitive 
than we did, they played 
with more authority than 
we did.

Meanwhile the To-
ronto Raptors missed the 
chance to close the gap 
on Boston in the Eastern 
Conference after being 
pipped 96-91 by the Clip-
pers in Los Angeles.

quiao (59-7-2), but pres-
sured the eight-division 
champion for 12 rounds in 
an upset that changed the 
trajectory of  his career.

Pacquiao’s camp dis-
puted the unanimous de-
cision, which was widely 
panned by critics but later 
confirmed after further 
scrutiny by the World Box-
ing Organization. Pacquiao 
had a rematch clause for 
the Horn fight, but so far 
hasn’t committed to a date 
or venue.

Corcoran is 17-1 since 
turning pro in 2011 and is 
ranked 10th by the WBO. 
He is the underdog and is 
fighting outside of  Britain 
and Ireland for the first 
time for his first world title.

Trainer Peter Stanley 
said his boxer would not 
be intimidated by the situ-
ation.

‘’We’ve fought away 
f rom home be fore  in 

front of  bigger, more hos-
tile crowds against big-
ger boys,’’ Stanley said. 
‘ ’There’s nothing new 
here.’’

The buildup to the fight 
has been overshadowed 
by accusations from the 
Corcoran camp that Horn 
resorted to head-butting 
Pacquiao, and claims from 
the British-based boxer 
that he would resort to bit-
ing if  confronted with the 
same circumstances. At the 
official news conference, 
one of  Corcoran’s trainers 
held up a laptop computer 
to show images of  Horn 
clashing heads with op-
ponents and later wore a 
cap with a glove attached 
at the top in a swipe at the 
head-butting claims.

Horn and his trainer 
Glenn Rushton responded 
by wearing caps with a pair 
of  boxing gloves on top of  
earmuffs to protect from 

biting.
Both boxers were ex-

pecting an aggressive, walk-
up style of  fight.

Rushton said Horn 
would be furious but fair.

‘’It is boxing. It’s not 
table tennis - it’s tough,’’ 
Rushton said. ‘’Stop (com-
plaining) - Jeff ’s one of  
the fairest fighters in the 
world.’’

Corcoran doesn’t have 
a high profile, and even 
ring announcer Michael 
Buffer mistakenly called 
him by the wrong name at 
the weigh-in.

‘’Does it matter?’’ Stan-
ley said. ‘’He’ll know his 
name afterward, I promise 
you that - he won’t forget it.

‘’Gary’s a consummate 
pro. He’s come here to fight 
and win. They both made 
weight, they’re both fit. 
The only difference is Jeff ’s 
got the world title and Gary 
wants it.’’

ciano Vietto and Torres and 
either Vietto or Torres will 
have to go to allow Costa to 
take his place in the squad. 
However, Torres has no 
intention of leaving the club 
he loves.

“I came back in January 
2015, my loan ended and 

people said they were not 
going to give me a contract, 
but I ended up playing. 
Then in 2016 they only of-
fered me a year’s contract 
and I was going to be first 
choice, but then they signed 
Kevin Gameiro, although 
I played a lot of  games... 

Now Diego Costa is return-
ing and it will be hard for 
me to play, but it’s always 
been like that,” he said in 
an interview with Spanish 
sports publication Diario 
AS.

“Pulling on the Atleti-
co shirt makes everything 
worthwhile, but I have done 
so through my own merits - 
through fighting to wear it. 
A lot of  fans told me that 
when I began aged 17 I gave 
them hope and I am back to 
finish what I started. After 
all of the efforts I have made 
to play, I am not going to 
throw in the towel,” Torres 
commented.

“When I returned no-
body thought I would play, 
but I ended as first choice... 
I am here through my own 
merits and through my per-
formances,” he insisted.

said Nxumalo, who added 
that the incident is being 
investigated.

‘’The injury is minor but 
we at the department take 
incidents like this seriously 

and want to prevent any 
altercations,’’ said Nxumalo.

The disagreement broke 
out between Pistorius and 
another inmate over use of  
a public telephone, he said.

Pistorius, a double am-
putee runner who won 
worldwide acclaim win-
ning in the Paralympics and 
competing in the Olympics, 
is serving a 13-year sentence 
for the murder of  his girl-
friend Reeva Steenkamp. 
Pistorius shot her dead in 
his home on Valentine’s 
Day 2013 and claimed he 
thought she was an intruder.



The winners of Naga wrestling with Neivikuolie N Khatsü and others during the 50th Kohima College 
week on Tuesday.
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Masangum Hiekha being introduced to the players.
EM Images

Amenba Yaden being introduced to the players a er the inaugura on of the tournament at 
Chuchuyimlang town on Tuesday.

EM Images

Indian players during a prac ce session on the eve of the second ODI cricket match against Sri Lanka, in Mohali on Tuesday.
PTI

Argen nian football legend Diego Maradona shows his skills during a football workshop at Barasat in 
North 24 Parganas on Tuesday.

PTI

India aim to bounce back 
in second ODI vs Sri Lanka

I am here for football, says Maradona

Marsosang football trophy underway

I-League: Holders Aizawl favourites against Churchill

India-Myanmar-Thailand car rally completes first leg

Naga wrestling held at KCK college week

IOC bans six Russian female ice 
hockey players for life over doping

Benreu village annual sports meet kicks off

Mohali, Dec. 12 (IANS): 
Still licking their wounds 
after the humiliation in 
Dharamsala, India will be 
aiming to roar back when 
they face a rejuvenated 
Sri Lanka in the do-or-die 
second One-day Interna-
tional (ODI) at the Punjab 
Cricket Association's I.S. 
Bindra Stadium here on 
Wednesday.

The embarrassing sev-
en-wicket loss in Sunday's 
opener of  the three-match 
rubber was not only an 
eye-opener for the Men-
in-Blue, who are expected 
to face similar conditions 
when they land in South 
Africa later this month.

While Mohali may not 

be as cold as Dharamsala, 
the pacers could still have 
a say in the second match, 
considering it is another 
11.30 a.m. start to the day-
night affair.

In such a scenario, Ro-
hit Sharma's men will need 
to pull up their socks and 
learn from the mistakes of  
the first match, where the 
top order fell like ninepins.

It was once again the 
old war-horse Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni, who stood 
tall with a patient half  cen-
tury to lift the team's total 
to 112 after being down 
29/7.

Moreover, the exclu-
sion of  the experienced 
Ajinkya Rahane in the 

playing XI without regular 
skipper Virat Kohli, also 
raised questions on the 
team management's strat-
egy in the opening game.

India went in with a 
relatively inexperienced 
middle order, compris-
ing  debutant  Shreyas 
Iyer, Manish Pandey and 
Dinesh Karthik, who failed 
to cash on the opportu-
nity after the hosts lost the 
opening duo of  Rohit and 
Shikhar Dhawan cheaply.

In the bowling depart-
ment, the worry for India 
will be the performance of  
all-rounder Hardik Pandya, 
who once again leaked 
runs when the hosts were 
defending a paltry score.

Considering Sri Lanka 
cantered to victory in 20.4 
overs, the spin duo of  Yuz-
vendra Chahal and Kul-
deep Yadav did not get to 
bowl and would be itching 
to get back into action after 
a month's gap.

Sri Lanka, on the other 
hand will have a golden op-
portunity to seal the series 
after ending a 12-match 
losing streak on Sunday.

The visitors will, how-
ever, need to revisit their 
top order batting after 
opener Danushka Gu-
nathilaka and one-drop 
Lahiru Thirimanne failed 
to click in the first match.

The Sri Lankans will 
take a lot of  heart from the 

Barasat (West Bengal), Dec. 12 (IANS): 
"I am here for football," were Diego Mara-
dona's first words on arrival at a private 
sports academy at Kadambagachi here on 
Tuesday.

He spoke for some more time before 
walking the talk by spending thirty minutes 
with school children, about 60 of  them, 
showing glimpses of  his dribbling skills, 
silken left-footed touches and even hum-
ming two Spanish songs after it was all over.

The venue, about 35 kilometres from 
Kolkata, was perhaps not the ideal one to 
welcome the Argentine legend, with poor 
organisation and shoddy reception forcing 
the 1986 World Cup hero to opt out of  
the 'Match for Unity' against former India 
cricket captain Sourav Ganguly. 

But the time he spent with the budding 
footballers, imparting his ocean of knowl-
edge about the game and also showing how 
it's done, was one to savour.

"I'm here for football. It is a big step, 
that we take with the minister -- to uplift 
football in India," he said about his three-
day private trip.

"India really has good players and a 
football school of boys. Your minister and 
I must stop this notion that football wants 
India and India wants football. Together 
with the minister and the people we will 
bring football. I have always been very well 
received in India. Thanks and kisses!" the 
57-year-old added.

Maradona was so involved with the 
children that he even crouched low to sit 
down on the field for photographs with 
them.

The Napoli great was seen playing short 
passes with them and teeing them up to take 
penalties.

The 6,000 odd crowd were enthralled 
by his presence and looked awestruck.

Cheers of  "Diego Diego" reverber-
ated across the venue as shutterbugs filled 
their cameras with the diminutive legend's 
pictures.

Braving an unusually sultry December 
afternoon, proceedings began around 1.15 
p.m. with the adjoining area wearing a 
festive look with flags of  various nations 
adorning the streets.

Maradona entered ten minutes later as 
a shower of confetti welcomed the legend 
to the pitch. 

He spoke for sometime while the boys 
and girls waited patiently to interact with 
him in a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

After spending half  an hour with them 
and the fans in the galleries, Maradona 
went inside the dugout and when everyone 
thought that it was over, he came out wear-
ing a blue jersey this time.

He took the microphone from Kochi-
based singer Charles Anthony to croon a 
couple of songs, egged on by the crowd.

This is Maradona's second visit to the 
'City of Joy' after December 2008.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 12 
EMN: The 11th Marso-
sang football trophy got un-
derway at Chuchuyimlang 
town with Amenba Yaden, 
Parliamentary Secretary, 
Industries & Commerce 
and NIDC as the chief  
guest on Tuesday.

Speaking at the inau-
gural function Yaden said 
that Chuchuyimlang town 
has not only been the cen-
tre of  educational activi-
ties but also for sports for 
the entire Langpangkong 
range and beyond since it's 
township. He also lauded 
the organisers,Rocky club 
for keeping the tradition of  

sports activities  especially 
football alive.

Encouraging the gath-
ering to inculcate the spirit 
of  outdoor activities, the 
parliamentary secretary 
said that participating in 
such outdoor activities en-
hances not only health but 
also encourage positive so-
cialising and discipline in 
an individual amongst his 
peers unlike a person who 
is confined indoors addict-
ed to their computers and 
other modern electronic 
amenities.

He also said football is 
a good platform to bring 
people together and learn 
teamwork citing the ex-

ample of the football match 
organised by Forum for 
Naga Reconciliation be-
tween various Naga Politi-
cal Groups and thus paving 
way for reconciliation and 
unity amongst them.

Earl ier  in the pro-
gramme, Katinaro, As-
s o c i a t e  P a s t o r  ( W ) 
Chuchuyimlang town of-
fered the invocation and 
M.Pangjung, organising 
committee member deliv-
ered the welcome address. 
Short speeches were also 
delivered by Tokai, EAC 
Chuchuyimlang town and 
Temsuangshi, Tatar and 
melodas de Gracia pre-
sented a special song.

Aizawl, Dec. 12 (IANS): De-
fending champions Aizawl FC 
will be favourites against low-key 
Churchill Brothers in their first 
home fixture of  this I-League foot-
ball season here on Wednesday.

On their way to clinching the 
title, Aizawl FC scored six goals 
and conceded only two goals 
against Churchill Brothers last 
season, collecting maximum points 
against the Goan side. 

Aizawl's Portuguese coach 
Paul Menezes reiterated that they 
will try to retain their title and they 
will fight for three points in every 
match. 

Speaking at the pre-match press 
conference Menezes said, "We 
will play the way we played in the 

Mizoram Premier League. Some-
times we have to defend we cannot 
attack the opponents all the time."

He added, "Several key players 
have left us but I hope we can form 
a strong team this season. After 
collecting one point against East 
Bengal I expect three points against 
Churchill Brothers."

"Andrei is our focal point in at-
tack and it is a good thing that he 
will be available against Churchill. 
" Menezes added. 

Highlighting the importance 
of  Aizawl's captain and key mid-
fielder Alfred Jaryan said, "Last 
season was a great one and the fans 
played their part too. We will try 
to replicate last season's form and 
will give our best in every game. 

We play for the club, fans and also 
most important Mizoram."

Two-time I-League champions 
Churchill haven't had a decent start 
to the season, having lost two of  
their opening matches against Shil-
long Lajong and Mohun Bagan. 
The Goan team, coached by Ukrai-
nian coach Mykola Shevchenko, is 
yet to score their first goal this sea-
son while conceding seven goals. 

Shevchenko who has played for 
Churchill earlier is optimistic that 
his team will gain the much-needed 
confidence against Aizawl FC. 

A centre-back in his playing 
days, Shevchenko said: "We have 
lost two straight matches and I 
hope we can develop and change as 
a team tomorrow. We came with a 

new mindset hoping to regain our 
confidence. We have travelled a lot 
these days and this makes it harder 
for the player's recovery but injuries 
is part and parcel of  the game."

Sikkimese Churchill forward 
Uttam Rai said, "I am having a lot 
of  injuries these few months and 
its hard to cope with the mental ef-
fects but I have always worked hard 
for the team and I want to develop 
as a player."

Churchill will want to leave 
Aizawl with flying colours as three 
points against Aizawl FC will lift 
them above the relegation zone. 
However, Aizawl garnered 25 
points from a possible 27 points 
last season at the Rajiv Gandhi 
Stadium.

Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
Following the first day 
of  its 50th College week 
on Dec. 11 with literary 
events, Naga Wrestling was 
held on the second day on 
Tuesday with Neivikuolie 
N Khatsü President, Naga-
land Wrestling Association 
gracing the event as the 
special guest. 

45 wrestlers participat-
ed in the event in which 

Küchohü Cürha of  4th 
semester hailing from 
Khomi village emerged 
as the jubilee champion 
pocketing INR. 15,000 
with citations. He is the 
consecutive champion of  
2016 and 2017 KCK Col-
lege week. Ani Koza, 2nd 
semester of  Khezhakeno 
village bagged the second 
position with cash prize of  
INR. 10,000 and citation. 

Thepunie Swüro, 2nd se-
mester of  Porba village was 
adjudged the third posi-
tion pocketing INR. 8,000 
with citation and Vezholhu 
Nyekha, 4th semester of  
Chozuba village bagged the 
fourth position with cash 
prize of  INR. 5,000 and 
citation.

The third day will fea-
ture athletics and indoor 
games.

New Delhi,  Dec.  12 
(IANS): The second In-
dia-Myanmar-Thailand 
Motor Rally completed 
its first leg from Guwahati 
to Bangkok on December 
3 and is now on its return 
journey, an official state-
ment said on Tuesday.

According to the Min-
istry of  Road, Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH), 
the rally was flagged off  

from Guwahati on No-
vember 25 with 50 par-
ticipants, including five 
women, in 20 SUVs. 

"It made night halts 
in Kohima and Imphal 
before being flagged off  
by Tharadol Thongru-
ang, Minister Counsellor 
(Commercial) of  Thai-
land, for the border town 
of  Moreh," said the state-
ment. 

"After a hassle-free 
and smooth facilitation at 
the Land Border Crossing 
on the Indian side of  the 
Moreh Tamu border, the 
rally proceeded towards 
Myanmar."

In Myanmar, the rally 
passed through Kalay, 
Bagan, Mandalay, Yangon 
and Mawlamyine. 

The rally then crossed 
over to Thailand at the 

Mae Sot Border on De-
cember 2 and reached 
Bangkok on December 
3 through the old capital 
Sukhothai.

"The IMT-2 motor 
rally has been organised 
by Kalinga Motor Sports 
Club in collaboration with 
the team Mahindra Ad-
venture.

"The Embassies of  
Myanmar and Thailand 

in India and the Indian 
Embassy in Myanmar and 
Thailand facilitated the 
event while the MORTH, 
Ministry of  External Af-
fairs and India's Land 
Customs Department of-
fered full support," said the 
statement.

The first India-Myan-
mar-Thailand Friendship 
Motor Rally took place 
in 2016.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): 
Underlining the vast eco-
nomic scope in the global 
sporting sector, personal 
secretary to the chief minis-
ter Masangum Hiekha has 
encouraged the budding 
sportspersons to hone their 
talent and excel in their pro-
fession globally.

Stating that sporting 
sector has become a mil-
lion dollar industry in this 
modern era, Hiekha has 
encouraged the young sport-
spersons to take up sports 
on professionalism. While 

pointing out that Nagas 
are second to none in the 
field of  sports, he found 
no reason why they cannot 
compete with the rest of the 
world with their God’s given 
talent.

Hiekha said this while 
speaking as the chief guest at 
the three-day Benreu Village 
Block Tournament (NVBT) 
which got underway on 
Dec. 11. While acknowledg-
ing that winning the trophy 
should be the aim of every 
sportspersons, he however 
stated that participation in 
the event with true spirit of  

performance of  their expe-
rienced all-rounder Angelo 
Mathews, who not only 
came good with the ball 
picking the crucial wicket 
of  Dhawan but also guided 
the visitors home with an 
unbeaten 25.

The tourists will also be 
expecting another brilliant 
show from their bowling 
unit led by pacer Suranga 
Lakmal, who returned 
with figures of  4/13 along 
with Mathews and Nuwan 
Pradeep. 

The spin combo of  
Akila Dananjaya and 
Sachith Pathirana, com-
pl imented the  pacers 
beautifully despite getting 
little help from the pitch at 
Dharamsala.
Teams:
India:  Rohit  Sharma 
(Captain), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Shreyas Iyer, Manish Pan-
dey, Washington Sundar, 
Dinesh Karthik, Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni (WK), 
Hardik Pandya, Axar Pa-
tel, Kuldeep Yadav, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Siddarth Kaul.
Sri Lanka: Thisara Perera 
(Captain), Upul Tharanga, 
Danushka Gunathilaka, 
Lahiru Thirimanne, An-
gelo Mathews, Asela Gu-
naratne, Niroshan Dick-
wella (WK), Chaturanga 
de Silva, Akila Dananjaya, 
Suranga Lakmal, Nuwan 
Pradeep, Sadeera Samara-
wickrama, Dhananjaya de 
Silva, Dushmantha Cha-
meera, Sachith Pathirana, 
Kusal Perera.

sportsmanship and disci-
pline is more important. He 
encouraged the participants 
to promote unity and cama-
raderie through sports for a 
better society.

On the other aspects, he 
was all praise for Benreu vil-
lage which according to him 
is most blessed and richest 
among Zeliang villages. He 
said the village holds dis-
tinction as the first on many 
fronts not only among the 
Zeliang community but also 
among the Nagas. He has 
particularly mentioned the 
first headmaster and the first 
chief secretary amongst the 
Nagas from Benreu village. 
He has attributed the suc-
cess to being the first village 
to embrace Christianity in 
Zeliang area. He has urged 
upon the villagers to follow 
the footsteps of their leaders 
and lead the community for 
a better society.

Altogether eight blocks 
of the village including boys 
and girls would vie in vol-
leyball and football. The or-
ganisers have also planned 
activities for children during 
the tournament.

Lausanne (Switzerland), 
Dec. 12 (Reuters): The 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has 
banned six Russian fe-
male ice hockey players 
from the Olympics for life 
over doping allegations 
linked to the 2014 Sochi 
Games, the ruling body 
said on Tuesday.

The decision came 
a week af ter  the IOC 
banned Russia from next 
year’s Pyeongchang Win-
ter Olympics for what it 
called “unprecedented 
systematic manipulation” 
of  the anti-doping system.

The IOC, however, left 
the door open for Rus-
sian athletes with a clean 
history of  non-doping to 
be invited to compete in 
Pyeongchang as neutrals.

The banned ice hock-
ey players are Inna Dyu-
banok, Ekaterina Lebede-
va, Ekaterina Pashkevich, 
Anna Shibanova, Ekat-
erina Smolentseva and 
Galina Skiba.

“The Russian Team 

is disqualified from the 
Women’s  Ice  Hockey 
Event and the Interna-
tional Ice Hockey Fed-
eration is requested to 
modify the results of  the 
event accordingly,” the 
IOC said in a statement 
on its website.

The Russian women’s 
hockey team f inished 
sixth at the 2014 Sochi 
Games. The IOC decision 
increased the number of  
Russian athletes banned 
for life from the Olympics 
over alleged doping viola-
tions at the Sochi Games 
to more than 30.

The IOC did not dis-
close the nature of  the 
hockey players’ alleged 
doping violations. It also 
said it had closed a case 
against  a  seventh un-
named athlete without 
sanction. Russia’s Olym-
pic Committee agreed 
earl ier  on Tuesday to 
support the athletes who 
choose to compete in next 
year’s Winter Games in 
South Korea as neutrals.


