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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 17°

Agartala 25° 20°

Gangtok 22° 07°

Guwahati 27° 16°

Imphal 21° 16°

Itanagar 25° 13°

Shillong 19° 14°

Delhi 25° 11°

Kolkata 28° 19°

Chennai 31° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 8°
DIMAPUR 23° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 7mm 70%
DIMAPUR 6m 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Claims la tes t  pol i t ical  manoeuvre is  ‘based on col lect ive decis ions’  
Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Chief Minis-
ter TR Zeliang has asked his “good friend” 
Neiphiu Rio, the Lok Sabha Member of  
Parliament, not to take things “personally as 
everything that is happening is not due to my 
personal decisions but owing to collective de-
cisions.”

By ‘everything that is happening’, Zeliang 
was referring to the latest political twist in 
Nagaland in the aftermath of the chief min-
ister’s recent ‘reunion’ with Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu whom the former had ousted as the 
chief minister of Nagaland just this year. 

On Monday, the chief minister’s office is-
sued the copy of a letter Zeliang wrote to Rio 
stating to “address the factual distortions” al-
legedly contained in the latter’s correspond-
ence to the chief minister on Dec. 8. 

“It was not me who approached you in 
June this year, but an emissary, a close rela-
tive of yours, who met me several times with 
a proposal that you and I must work together. 
According to the formula, I was to canvass 
for a ministerial berth for you in Delhi and 
you would support me in the state. Subse-
quently, when 36 NPF MLAs, 4 BJP MLAs 
and 7 Independents (sic) lent their support to 

me, through constitutional and democratic 
means, I became chief minister again. This 
exercise was not therefore commenced by 
me but by you and your emissary,” the letter 
read. 

According to Zeliang it was per Rio’s ‘de-
mand’ that the legislators then selected him 
as the interim president and later, the presi-
dent of the party ‘which was allegedly rati-
fied at the general convention held on 20th 
September, 2017.’  

Zeliang went on to state that ‘some days 
back’ Rio had ‘engaged in evaluation exer-
cise by calling the NPF MLAs one by one for 
change of guard’ in his favour, but in vain.  
“At the core committee's meeting held on 
28th November, 2017, when members raised 
the question of re-issue of party tickets to 
them, you rejected it on ground that the time 
for such a demand had not arisen. 

“You had also unilaterally rejected the 
call of Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu for recon-
ciliation without consulting me or your col-
leagues. It is a public fact that you are the 
architect of NDPP, but you have neither dis-
sociated from NDPP nor from NPF, thereby 
creating confusion amongst our followers,” it 

further read.
Around 28 legislators, according to Ze-

liang, then came to him with the suggestion 
to reconcile with Liezietsu ‘since protection 
of the party's cock symbol from being frozen 
was the foremost electoral imperative.’ Thus, 
on Dec. 8 the memorandum of reconcilia-
tion was signed between the chief minister 
and Liezietsu, it stated. 

“This reconciliation also acquires utmost 
relevance when all Nagas are longing for 
early solution well before the elections...as a 
leader, I consider it my bounden duty to sal-
vage the future of the party and its members.” 
 
Memorandum of reconciliation 

According to the ‘memorandum of rec-
onciliation’, the once warring NPF groups 
would patch up “in order to provide stability 
to the polity in Nagaland and with a view to 
strengthening unity in the party”. 

The terms and conditions to the sign-
ing of this ‘memorandum of reconciliation’ 
would require Liezietsu to declare “publicly 
and consistently to the people of Nagaland 
and more particularly to the electorate” that 
Zeliang would be the NPF’s chief ministe-

rial candidate for the coming state assembly 
elections. He will also revoke the suspension 
and expulsion of all NPF legislators, NPF 
leaders and workers belonging to the chief  
minister's group; issue NPF tickets to all the 
sitting MLAs of both the groups in the party; 
reorganise the NPF office bearers of the as-
sembly constituencies/divisional units of the 
MLAs of chief minister's group; reconstitute 
the working committee on the advice of the 
chief minister; and accommodate those CEC 
and COB members who accept the party  
principle and join in pursuance of this recon-
ciliation process.

Conversely, the chief minister and the 
legislators supporting him will ‘accept and 
acknowledge the legitimacy’ of Liezietsu’s 
position as the president of the NPF. “The 
legislators and the party officials belonging 
to TR Zeliang group shall take all necessary 
steps to nullify their actions and execute nec-
essary counter affidavits and paper works for 
early resolution of the party dispute in the 
ECI,” the document read. 

The ‘memorandum’ was signed in the 
presence of three NPF legislators each from 
both the groups.   

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Following his resigna-
tion from the seat of  NPF president, Neiphiu Rio 
– the present Lok Sabha member from Nagaland 
– has written to the Election Commission of  India 
(ECI) seeking to withdraw a case he had filed on 
Aug. 17, 2017. 

Rio, after his election as the party president, 
had written an application to the ECI seeking claim 
over the party’s symbol: a rooster. 

On Dec. 7, Rio had resigned from the post of  
party president citing lack of  trust in the present 
chief  minister, while stating that the latter had engi-
neered yet another signature campaign behind his 
back to remove him as the party’s president. In an 
application addressed to the chief  election commis-
sioner of  the ECI, which was dated Dec. 11, 2017, 
Rio informed the ECI of  his resignation ‘taking 
into consideration the evolving political situations 
of  the past few days in the state of  Nagaland.’

Due to such circumstances, Rio asked that he 
‘may be permitted to withdraw the case and an ap-
propriate order be passed by the ECI in this regard’. 
The copy of  the application, made available to the 
press on Monday, indicated that the letter has been 
received by the ECI. 

Additional documents showed that Liezietsu 
as well as the lawyer representing Rio at the ECI 
have received separate copies informing them of  
the same.  

Dimapur, Dec. 11 
(EMN): Governor PB 
Acharya on Monday 
discussed some of  the 
problems faced by gov-
ernment-run schools 
in Nagaland during a 
meeting with teach-
ers, students and school 
managing committee rep-
resentatives.

A Raj Bhavan press 
release on Monday in-
formed that Acharya con-
sulted with ‘government 
school teachers, students 
and managing commit-
tee representatives’ at the 
Durbar Hall of  the Raj 
Bhavan at Kohima town.

“With an aim to dis-
cuss the constrains (sic) 
faced by government 
school (sic) with regard 
to infrastructure facilities, 
mode of  teaching and 
other welfare activities 
for both faculties and stu-
dents, the governor called 
the meeting,” it informed. 

Acharya was stated to 
have said that government 
schools have the respon-
sibility to strengthen the 
society. “Stating that the 
strength of  the chain lies 
in the weakest link, the 
governor said that gov-
ernment schools should 
impart proper and quality 
education to the students. 

“The governor also 
felt the need to introduce 
skill based courses for all-
round development and 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Dimapur 
traffic authorities have announced 
new regulations for heavy vehicles to 
be enforced with immediate effect. A 
statement from the district police on 
Monday stated that the new regula-
tions have been introduced to ‘facili-
tate smooth flow of  traffic and ease 
traffic congestion in Dimapur district.’
 Entry of heavy vehicles into Di-

mapur from Chumukedima police 
check gate will be restricted from 
9 am till 3 pm.

 Entry of of heavy vehicles from 
Purana Bazaar into the city limits 
will be restricted from 9 am till 3 

pm.
 Entry of heavy vehicles into Di-

mapur from the Dellai police 
check gate and the Newfield po-
lice check gate will be restricted 
from 9 am till 8 pm. 

 Entry of heavy vehicles from 
West Police Station-Dhobinalla 
junction-Gurmukh Singh Road 
will be restricted from 8 am till 8 
pm.

 Entry of heavy vehicle from the 
Hotel Tragopan junction-Blue 
Hill Lane-Railway siding area-
Kalibari road will be restricted 
from 8 am till 8 pm. 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Civil Service 
Association (NCSA) has 
expressed ‘deep disappoint-
ment’ at the Dec. 6 decision 
of the cabinet to constitute a 
‘special committee’ to look 
into the grievances of the 
NCS officers, and submit its 

findings by Jan. 31, 2018. 
“This decision did not 

take into account the points 
made in a letter addressed 
to CM dtd 4th Dec 2017, 
nor did it take into the time-
line given that the points 
must be agreed to in princi-
ple by the 16th of Dec 2017.

“Therefore, if  the above 
terms are not officially met 
by the 16 of Dec 2017, the 
NCSA will be compelled 
to initiate our own course 
of action from the 17th of  
Dec 2017,” warned a press 
release issued by the NCSA 
on Monday. 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Nagaland’s 
department of  Planning and Coordina-
tion has provided details of  land acqui-
sition in four pockets of  Dimapur dur-
ing the period of  2013-14 to 2016-17 
– as demanded by the Nagaland Public 
Rights Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF). 

The department released a statement 
on Monday. “The details of  land acquired 
at the four different locations and money 
released to the respective deputy commis-
sioner for payment of  compensation. (See 
table on page 7)

“It is further clarified that all land pur-
chased / acquired by the government are 

done only with the prior approval of  the 
State Land Acquisition Authority (SLAA). 
Planning and Coordination department 
as the nodal department for SLAA, the 
amount so sanctioned for payment of  
land-compensation (sic) to land owners 
are made through the respective deputy 
commissioners of  the district and does not 
make payment directly,” it stated.

About whether the projects exist or 
not, it informed, the NPRAAF will get 
clarifications from the departments im-
plementing the project “as projects are 
not implemented by the Planning and Co-
ordination department, excepting those 
projects under its purview.”

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The Joint Coordination 
Committee (JCC) has once 
again appealed to the gov-
ernment of  Nagaland to 
revoke the Nov. 24, 2016 
cabinet resolution during 
the coming Nagaland Leg-

islative Assembly winter 
session scheduled for Dec. 
14.

“In this regard the apex 
tribe hohos on 30/10/17 
also unanimously resolved 
and urged upon the gov-
ernment of  Nagaland to re-

voke the cabinet resolution 
dated 24/11/16 as severe 
damage has been caused to 
the state in the altar of  the 
infamous cabinet resolu-
tion dated 24/11/16,” read 
a press release from the 
JCC on Monday.

Not knowing anything is 
the sweetest life. 

~ Sophocles

This office is the cleanest since the 
leaders are hardly here but why 
does it feel like the dirtiest ho ...

~ Arien

Manchester City won because they 
were better – Guardiola  |  P11

‘Nothing personal,’ Zeliang says to Rio Rio withdraws 
case at ECI 

Dimapur traffic regulation for heavy vehicles 

NCSA serves Dec. 16 deadline 

Planning department lists 
land acquisition details 

JCC seeks revocation of controversial 
resolution during winter session 

Dimapur Night Carnival

Govt. school woes reach Nagaland Raj Bhavan
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employment for the stu-
dents when they pass out 
and stated that students 
should be prepared to be 
entrepreneurs.”

He told the students 
to respect their teachers; 
and ‘give back to their 
school once they pass out 
and not be self-centred.’ 
It should be your social 
responsibility to make 
sure that your school im-
proves on all fields and 
you should play a role in 
strengthening the society,’ 
the governor purportedly 
told the students. 

Acharya encouraged 
the managing committee 
representatives also to 
visit the schools in order 
to understand the prob-
lems faced by students 
and teachers, and act on 
challenges and problems. 
“He also suggested the 
representatives to think 
about Public Private Part-
nership (PPP) for the 
development of  their re-
spective school.” 

Interacting with the 
teachers, the governor 
said education should 
open the minds of  the 

students to strengthen 
the society. “Acharya 
also said that education 
does not mean only aca-
demic knowledge, and 
further stated that general 
knowledge was equally 
important. He called on 
the schools to have a li-
brary and to subscribe to 
the newspapers in order 
to improve the GK of  the 
students. He also men-
tioned that school should 
also have proper toilets,” 
the release stated. 

The governor reiter-
ated that mid-day meals 

at schools should be pro-
vided ‘without fail’. “He 
said that students should 
not be deprived of  their 
rights. He called on the 
managing committee 
members and the faculty 
to implement the mid day 
meal scheme in their re-
spective school appropri-
ately.” 

Teachers, students 
and managing commit-
tee members from seven 
government-run schools 
from in and around Kohi-
ma attended the meeting, 
it was informed. 

Women seen 
preparing 
barbecue inside 
their stall on 
the inaugural 
evening of 
Dimapur Night 
Carnival 2017 
at supermarket 
complex on 
Monday. 
EM Images/ 
Caisii Mao



Delhi Public School hosts 
inter-school music fest

Rupin Sharma takes charge as new DGP
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NPPA, UD officials flay kidnapping of memberReview camp for PwDs held in Phek

State BJP launches booth-level workers’ training

Wokha DPDB approves LADP 2017-18

SBAK Nito Mount holds 
triennial conference
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Winning team of the inter-school music fest receiving the champions’ trophy.

The vice chancellor, board members and facullty KROS College after the programme.

Shanavas interacting with PwDs  during the camp in Phek.

State BJP officials and party workers gathered at the meeting in Tuensang.

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 18.8 13.8 14.3 86 6.2

ZBt - - - - -

Mon - - - - -

tuensanG 19 12.2 15.2 88 8.1

MKG 19 13.2 11.5 67 8

PheK 17.4 14 14.5 92 17.4

KiPhire 11 5 7.4 92 2

sechÜ ZuBZa 19 16 17.6 96 21.2

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 21.8 14 17.4 91 15

JaLuKie 18 11 17.2 87 28

ManGKoLeMBa 25 16.8 19.3 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

DAN meeting on Dec. 13
A meeting of legislature parties of Democratic Alliance 
of Nagaland (DAN) has being convened on Dec. 13, 11 
a.m. at the State Banquet Hall, Kohima on the eve of the 
Nineteenth Session of the Twelfth Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. All the Members of the DAN legislature parties 
have been requested to attend the same positively. 

Arms license holders informed
In view of the forthcoming general assembly election, 
office of the Deputy Commissioner and District Election 
Officer, Phek and Mon have directed all arms license 
holders to produce their arms license for verification at 
the nearest police stations as per the address given in the 
license on or before Dec. 23. The notification also added 
that failure to produce the license for verification within 
the stipulated time will result in cancellation of license(s) 
as per appropriate section of law.

RTI cell convenes consultative meeting
The Right to Information (RTI) cell, Tobu has convened 
a consultative meeting pertaining to poor execution of 
governmental works under Tobu sub-division on Dec. 21 at 
Tobu town. The RTI cell has invited intellectuals, leaders of 
different organisations, concern public and youth of Tobu 
area to attend the meeting.

ANSTA executive meeting 
The All Nagaland School Teachers Association (ANSTA) is 
convened an executive meeting on Dec. 15, 10 a.m. at 
EBRC, L-Khel, Kohima, to discuss an urgent issue pertaining 
to service matter of the members. All district and sub-
divisional executives have been directed to attend the 
meeting positively. District and sub-divisional conveners 
of Regular Graduate Teachers Forum (RGTF) are also 
requested to attend the meeting.

KNCS branch inauguration prog.
Office of the Kyong Naga Cultural Society (KNCS) branch, 
Pangti village will be inaugurated at on Dec. 16, 2 p.m. at 
Yondon Youth Association office, Pangti. Therefore, all the 
members of the governing body are requested to attend 
the programme. The KNCS also invited advisors, members 
and well wishers.

Mon DPDB meeting
Mon District Planning Development Board (DPDB) monthly 
meeting has been convened on Dec. 15. All DPDB members 
have been requested to attend the meeting without fail. 
Venue and time will remain the same.

Free edu. for sports medal winners
Secretary of the University Grants Commission (UGC) 
in a circular informed to all the universities/institutions 
that claims in respect of free education for sports medal 
winners/participants of national/international events upto 
Sep. 30 may be forwarded directly to UGC office for further 
action. All institutions have been requested to comply and 
cooperate. 

NAYO lottery draw postponed 
The Northern Angami Youth Organisation (NAYO) has 
informed that the NAYO lottery draw which was scheduled 
to be held on Dec.16 has been postponed to Feb. 2018. 

News iN Brief

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The 3rd Edition of  the 
Inter-School Music Fest 
2017, organised by Delhi 
Public School Dimapur 
was held at the school as-
sembly hall on Dec. 9. 

Altogether three schools 
participated in the open 
genre choir competition, 
with the host school win-
ning the champions trophy, 
followed by the Maple Tree 
School and Hope Academy 
respectively. 

The chief  guest for the 
event, Pro-Vice Chairman 
DPS Dr. Aotoshi, while 
commending the perform-
ance of  the participants, 
encouraged the students to 
pursue excellence and also 
to think of  taking up music 
as a profession. 

It was also announced 
that the music festival from 
the ensuing year will be 
an upgrade to a three-day 
event, where the focus will 
not only be on the choir 

competition alone. 
Panel of  judges were 

Mhonroni R Lotha Asst. 
Prof. Margaret Shishak 
School of  Music, Patkai;  
Asang Pongen,  music 
teacher of  Servanthood 
Bible College, adminis-
trator of  Equip Musician 
Core, Chumukedima; and 
Thunglamo Ngullie, vocal 
teacher of  Hope Centre for 
Excellence, Time, Octet 
School of  Music and Trio’s 
Home.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN):  Rupin 
Sharma has taken over the charge of  the 
Director General of  Police, Nagaland 
with effect from Nov. 24. 

All correspondences relating to 
confidential and semi-official matters 

requiring personal attention may be 
addressed to him by name. Telephone 
Nos.0370-2242889 (O)/2244273 (R), 
Fax Number- 0370-2244274, Mobile 
Nos. 9402206040/ 9869621234  (wat-
sapp).

Kohima, Dec.11 (EMN): The 
85th Sumi Baptist Akuku-
hou Kuqhakulu (SBAK) Nito 
Mount, triennial conference 
under the theme, ‘Jesus the Liv-
ing Water’ was held from Dec.8 
to the 10th at Tsutoho Baptist 
Church. 

Exhorting the congregation 
on Sunday devotional service, 
secretary of  Land Resources 
and Finance dept. Y Kikheto 
Sema extended strong support 
towards clean election cam-
paign by the church. He also 
opined that “the church should 
first check within its premises 
to see whether selections/elec-
tions of  executive secretaries 
in various church associations 
were clean.” 

Clean election should not 
be only about state assembly 
elections but it should first 
begin within the church, vil-
lage councils, VDBs, students’ 
unions. These roots have to be 
cleaned first,’ said Kikheho. 

He noted that the campaign 
on clean election itself  has 
become costly and wondered 
whether the church was tak-
ing any step on this issue, and 
asserted that “we should all 

see that if  elections are to be 
conducted, it should be held 
peacefully and at the same 
time we should also pray for a 
peaceful solution to the Naga 
political issue.”

He challenged the churches 
to set an example of  unity 
amongst itself  and then propa-
gate the message to political 
parties, Naga National Political 
Groups and the society. As a 
Christians, he said it is for the 
believers to make peace and 
unity as a mission. 

He also felt that when there 
was relative peace prevailing 
among the NNPGs and the 
society, it was an opportune 
time to reconcile and pray for a 
better generation.

Pointing out that Nagaland 
is blessed with rich biodiver-
sity and fertile soil, Kikheho 
lamented that dignity of labour 
is vanishing. 

Clean air, good climatic 
conditions and organic produc-
es in rural areas were something 
that urban populace yearn for; 
therefore, he said there should 
not be a mad rush among the 
rural people towards urban set-
tlement. 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): The 
state Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has launched its first day booth-
level workers training at Noksen 
and Longkhim-Chare Mandals 
on Monday for Tuensang district 
under the supervision of secretary 
organization, Ananta Mishra.

The training at Noksen man-
dal was led by K James Vizo and 
Yanghose Sangtam, convener 
and co-convener of  BJP Media 
Cell while for Longkhim-Chare 
Mandals were led by general sec-
retary, Jaangsillung, Mishar and 
spokesman, Bandi.

After the training session at 
Noksen, a public meeting was held 
with more than 500 attendance, 
claimed the state BJP Media Cell.

Addressing the meeting, Vizo 
said that BJP by its name is Indian 
people’s party, a political party reg-

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Physical 
Planners’  Association 
(NPPA) and officers of  the 
Urban Development, Na-
galand have vehemently 
condemned “the abduc-
tion and harassment” on 
one of  its bonafide mem-
bers, Imtilepden Pongner, 

secretary of  Development 
Authority of  Nagaland, by 
unknown miscreants on 
the night of  Dec.3, with-
out any rhyme or reason. 

in a condenmation note 
NPPA said such unwanted 
action is unbecoming and 
condemnable by all right 
thinking citizens of  the 

state.
The NPPA president 

S Takatuba Aier, urged 
that the matter should be 
viewed seriously by the 
law enforcing authorities 
and the culprits should be 
arrested at the earliest and 
severe action should be 
taken as per the law.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The monthly District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) Wokha 
meeting was held on Mon-
day at DC’s conference hall, 
Wokha, under the chair-
manship of Vice Chairman 
and Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha, ManazirJeelani 
Samoon.

DC welcomed and ex-
tended Christmas greetings 

to the members.
The board reviewed the 

last month’s meeting minute 
and approved LADP 2017-
18 implementation com-
mittee members for four 
assembly constituencies and 
common pool.

Following are members 
according to constituency 
wise, 37th Yiyi A/C, con-
vener SDO (C) HQ, mem-
bers- BDO, Chukitong and 

AE (CAWD) Wokha, 38th 
Wokha A/C and Common 
Pool schemes, convener 
ADC HQ, members DHO 
(Horticulture) and EE, PWD 
(R&B), 39th Sanis A/C con-
vener SDO (C) Sanis, mem-
bers DPO (LRD) and SDO 
PWD (R&B) Sanis and 40th 
A/C Bhandari convener 
ADC Bhandari, members 
SDO (C) Ralan and SDO 
PWD (R&B) Baghty.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): A review 
camp for People with Disabilities (PwDs) 
was held at Phek on Dec. 7 at the 22nd 
Battalion, Assam Rifles camp, with the 
Deputy Commissioner, Phek Shanavas as 
the chief  guest. 

DSC in his address, said the day has 
marked as a historic day for everyone and 
called upon the disabled persons to avail 
opportunity where treatment was given free 

of cost. “We need to live and work for our 
good health which should be a priority of  
our life,” Shanavas said. He also gave away 
cash incentives to all the disable persons.

During the camp, Dr. Balmuri Avanish, 
medical officer, 22nd AR; Dr. K. Kuotsu Sr. 
specialist (ortho); Shevosa Vese, Jr. special-
ist (gen. surgery) and Dr. Senilu Magh, Jr. 
specialist (psychriatry) attended about 100 
patients.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): The 
KROS College has crossed one 
more milestone as it celebrated 
its 7th year of  excellence on Dec. 
9, with Prof. Pardeshi Lal, Vice 
Chancellor, Nagaland University 
as the chief  guest.

President KROS Education 
Society, Kevisiezolie Suohu, wel-
comed the gathering. Principal 
Imsuinla Imti gave a brief  report 
on the achievements of  KROS 
College and said that in last 6 years 
this college has come on top of  all 
competition despite challenges. 

She also expressed her gratitude to 
all the members of  the college for 
bringing laurels through their hard 
work and talent along with the 
faculties who are part and parcel 
of  every event.

The chief  guest in his speech 
said that he was a member of  in-
spection team during the construc-
tion of  the college and congratu-
lated the college for providing 
quality education.

 Prof. Lal said “education 
gives the knowledge of  the world 
around us, develops in us a per-

spective of  looking at life.” He also 
said education is one of  the great-
est services provided by teach-
ers and schools are one of  the 
first places where kid’s behavior 
and future educational success is 
shaped. He further, added that the 
role played by teachers becomes 
important that they are in a way 
nation builders. 

Colony Panchayat, HOD’s of  
various depts., faculties, staff  and 
students. Symphony Academy of  
Music enthralled the gathering 
with a song.

istered under the ECI-Election 
Commission of  India which be-
lieves in the constitution of India 
as law. Its priority is to deliver 
development to all, irrespective of  
tribes or sex, he added.

“BJP is the only party that 
can deliver stability and good 
governance with development,” 
Vizo said.

Media co-convener said BJP 
government under Prime Minis-

ter Narender Modi has launched 
more than 130 central schemes 
mainly focussing on the down-
trodden section people. He fur-
ther mentioned that BJP as na-
tional party is exercising routine 

party activities whether there is 
assembly poll or not.

BJP state secretary, Lima Onen 
also addressed the gathering, while 
the meeting was chaired by district 
BJP president.

One Stop Cenrtre and Sisterhood Network members interacting with children in Kohima.

16-day activism against gender-
based violence concludes 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The 16-day ‘activism against 
gender-based violence’ 
which  commenced on Nov. 
25, with the 
observation of  the ‘Inter-
national Day for Women 
Against Violence,’ under the 
theme, “Leave no one be-
hind: End Violence against 
Women and Girls,” culmi-
nated on Dec. 10, coinciding 
with  Human Rights Day.

With the phase-I started 

by the 181 Women Helpline 
Nagaland, the second and 
third phase were carried 
out by the One Stop Centre 
(OSC), Dimapur and Ko-
hima respectively.

The phase- II, 16-days 
‘activism against gender- 
based violence’ was carried 
out by OSC Dimapur at 
various community health 
centres at Dimapur from 
Dec. 1 to the 5th. The OSC 
team targeted primary health 

centres as they are one of the 
most important grassroots 
level service providers acces-
sible by the community.

The team visited Medz-
iphema and Dhansiri com-
munity health centres; Niu-
land and Chümukedima 
primary health centres and 
Duncan, health sub- centre. 
They also generated aware-
ness to the care givers in these 
health centres about the issue 
of  violence against women 

prevalent in the society.
From Dec. 6 to the 

10th, OSC Kohima carried 
out the phase-III campaign. 
The Kohima team attended 
the Ferrando Domestic 
Workers Alliance (FDWA) 
and FDWA Children’s 
Club. The centre adminis-
trator of  OSC, Vikhoriano 
Meru sensitised domestic 
workers on Sakhi-One Stop 
Centre and 181- Women 
Helpline. The OSC and 

Sisterhood Network also 
had a constructive interac-
tive session where in to 
collaborate and promote 
activism against gender-
based violence. 

The two teams also ap-
praised each other on the 
objectives and services pro-
vided by OSC and Sister-
hood Network. They had 

a consultative meeting 
with the Anganwadi work-
ers, Perizie High School 
localities and officials and 
the Nepali community.

The team also shared 
about the presence, impor-
tance and services provided 
by the One Stop Centres and 
Women Helpline 181.

The OSCs successfully 
carried out the 2017 theme 
which reinforces the UNiTE 
campaign’s commitment 
to a world free of  violence 
against women and girls 
around the world to targeted 
groups in Nagaland, the 
release informed.

 The 16-days activism 
ended successfully with the 
motto to “Orange the world 
everyday and to live a world 
free of  violence against 
women and girls; and to 
accentuate on the Right to 
Education”.
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NPCC president K Therie launching the party’s website at Congress Bhavan, Kohima, on December 11.

Dr. Limaakum Jamir along with IMDH doctors and other staff after the inauguration of Special Newborn 
Care Unit at IMDH on December 11.

Nagas during the advent Christmas celebration in Delhi on December 10.

State

Journalists asked to take correct messages to people at local level
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
Barely three months left 
before the next state gen-
eral election scheduled in 
early part of  2018, the Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has 
launched its website on 
December 11 at Congress 
Bhavan.

The website – www.
nagalandpcc.org was for-
mally launched by NPCC 
president, K Therie, in the 
presence of  senior party 
leaders including former 
chief  minister KL Chishi, 
former minister ET Ezung 
and former MLA Lampha, 
among others. The launch-
ing of  the party’s website 
also coincided with the 
extended executive com-
mittee meeting.

In his address, Therie 
told the party workers to 
prepare well for the next 
general election in the ef-
fort to bring back the party 
to power. 

“I believe that the Con-

gress party will get absolute 
majority in the next elec-
tion. I have no fear, but a 
firm believe that the people 
will vote Congress back to 
power,” the NPCC presi-
dent said.

Commenting on the 
reconciliation of  the Naga 
People’s Front, Therie ob-
served that the NPF is in 
a critical situation, adding 
that the reconciliation will 
prove futile. “At present, 
the party is like a sour acid-
ity,” Therie said stating 
his doubt of  a true recon-
ciliation amongst the party 
members.

He assured the Naga 
people that the Congress 
party will fight against cor-
ruption in their push for 
the next general election.

Meanwhile, Therie also 
called for young leaders to 
spearhead the party in the 
coming general election.

“Except 10/15 percent 
of  candidates, the remain-
ing slots will be given to 
the youth who will repre-

sent the party for the state 
election. Power lies in the 
youth and it is time the 
youth takes the centre stage 
of  shaping a new Naga-
land,” Therie said and was 
confident that the Congress 
will have the support of  the 
seven NNPGs, NGOs and 
also the churches.

On the day, the NPCC 
also organised a reception 
programme for 13 BJP 
workers from Mokokc-
hung who resigned and 
joined the Congress fold.

The resigned BJP work-
ers included S Lepzung 
Jamir, state BJP president 
of  Narendra Modi Vichar 
Manch (NMVM); Temje-
nungsang, state secretary 
NMVM; Yotensang Tzudir, 
secretary BJP youth wing, 
Mokokchung; Pakumzuk-
ba Lemtur, president of  
Asangma unit, BJP; and 
nine other BJP members.

The website launching 
programme was chaired by 
NPCC general secretary, 
Capt. GK Zhimomi.

NPCC launches party website IMDH Mokokchung gets Special Newborn Care Unit

Nagas in Delhi celebrate Christmas 

KG-2220

Resource persons at the three-day media workshop on ‘Climate Change Reporting’ which got underway on December 11 at Hotel Japfü, Kohima.

Media workshop on climate change underway 

that the state will experience an 
increase in annual average tem-
perature between 1.6 and 1.8 
degrees Celsius. She reminded 
that an intensive scientific study 
by India’s North East Climate 
Change Adaptation Programme 
(NECCAP) in 2012 confirmed 
that the region is suffering from 
the impact of  climate change 
adding its impact on people, 
fields and livestock is devastat-
ing and set to get worse.

“The government of  Naga-
land has taken a very systematic 
and proactive approach towards 
the formulation of  the state 
action plan to address climate 
change, and in line with this the 
Nagaland state climate change 
cell was established in April 
2017 under the department of  
science and technology to es-

pecially undertake the projects 
within the objectives of  the 
National Mission for Sustain-
ing the Himalayan Ecosystem 
under the National Action Plan 
on Climate Change (NAPCC),” 
Sakhrie stated.

She informed that the newly 
created state climate change 
cell would soon review the 
Nagaland State Action Plan 
on Climate Change in selected 
sectors. The climate change 
cell would also undertake vul-
nerability and risk assessment 
due to climate change in the 
agro-forestry sector; undertake 
institutional capacity building, 
particularly for government 
departments and stakeholders. 
It would also create a climate 
change repository and knowl-
edge portal for institutes/uni-

versities, public, civil societies 
and all sectoral line depart-
ments for assisting decision 
makers in framing appropriate 
policy interventions.

“Sensitisation and training 
to media is necessary to take 
correct messages about climate 
change to people and motivate 
them to take action at the local 
level,” said Annu Anand, head 
of  advocacy at CMS, in her 
brief  address. 

She informed that the Ko-
hima workshop is the sixth in 
series with five such workshops 
held before in Almora (Ut-
tarakhand), Imphal (Manipur) 
and Gangtok (Sikkim), Shil-
long (Meghalaya) and Aizawl 
(Mizoram). The objective of  
these workshops is to improve 
qualitative reporting on climate 

change in the media, Anand 
said, and remarked that around 
200 journalists from the above 
states have been trained.

She also announced the 
launch of  a media fellowship 
programme under which four 
fellowships will be awarded to 
journalists to write about cli-
mate adaptation in the Indian 
Himalayan Region and invited 
journalists from Nagaland to 
apply for the same. 

Dinesh C Sharma, manag-
ing editor of  India Science 
Wire, said journalists must ap-
preciate that climate change is 
not an event but a process. He 
said the challenge in climate 
change reporting is to link local 
environmental stories to bigger 
platforms, and further encour-
aged the media fraternity to link 

local stories to larger discus-
sions on climate change. 

The senior journalist also 
gave a brief  background on how 
climate change, earlier called 
global warming, has became 
a global challenge through 
anthropogenic activities and 
recording a rise in global tem-
perature by 1 degree Celsius 
during the last 100 years. 

“India saw a rise in 0.60 
degree Celsius over the last 112 
years while the North East In-
dia recorded a rise in tempera-
ture from 1.8 to 2.1 degrees Cel-
sius in just a span of  30-40 years 
between 1970s and 2010s,” he 
said, quoting official figures. 
Sharma also pointed out that in 
Nagaland, four districts namely 
Wokha, Zunheboto, Tuensang 
and Phek have seen an increase 
in minimum temperature of  
over 1.6 degree Celsius.

Talking about the state of  
preparedness including miti-
gation strategies and adapta-
tion policies, he said the three 
most impacted areas were ag-
riculture, water resources and 
livelihoods particularly of  the 
rural populace which makes a 
majority of  the total population 
in India, the north east and even 
Nagaland. Sharma also shared 
successful climate change ad-
aptation stories from the north 
east states such as Mizoram 
surpassing Assam as major 
producer in Muga silk, Sik-
kim’s revival of  drying springs 
through existing livelihood and 
rural development schemes. 

All in all, he underscored 

that climate change is a story 
beyond environment as it in-
volves/impacts science, water, 
agriculture, forests, energy, 
livelihood, communities, migra-
tion/urbanisation, health public 
policies, politics, economy and 
business, international rela-
tions, diplomacy, civil society 
etc.

Supongnukshi, chief conser-
vator of  forests and state nodal 
officer for climate change, gave 
an overview of  the state climate 
action plan and underlined the 
role of  media as well as civil 
society and the church in pro-
moting adaptation solutions in 
the state. 

Shimpy Khurana, commu-
nications officer IHCAP, ac-
knowledged that Nagaland has 
taken a leadership role in un-
derstanding the importance of  
climate change and its impact 
on growth and development 
and has taken noteworthy steps 
to deal with impending climate 
stress on natural ecosystems. 

Under ICHCAP, she said, 
“training of state climate change 
cell on application of  risk and 
vulnerability assessment frame-
work will be undertaken and 
finally a map of  vulnerability 
and risk assessment for Naga-
land will be developed.”

The participants will be 
undertaking a field visit on 
December 12 of  the workshop, 
while the third day will see a 
panel discussion/round table 
session on bridging the gap be-
tween media, scientists and the 
civil society.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
Bringing together policy mak-
ers, scientists, subject experts 
and Nagaland-based journalists 
under one platform particularly 
keeping in view that journalists 
play a significant role in shaping 
public opinion and attitude, a 
three-day media workshop on 
‘Climate Change Reporting’ 
got underway on December 
11 at Hotel Japfü in Kohima. 
The event is being jointly or-
ganised by Delhi-based Cen-
tre for Media Studies (CMS), 
Indian Himalayas Adaptation 
Programme (IHCAP) of  Swiss 
Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), Depart-
ment of  Science and Technol-
ogy, Government of  India, and 
the Nagaland State Climate 
Change Cell.

“The need to disseminate 
scientific research and develop-
ment in climate change issues 
to all the stakeholders remain 
a major problem due to the 
gap between the media and the 
scientific community,” said Del-
lirose M Sakhrie, state secretary 
of  department of  science and 
technology, who inaugurated 
the three-day workshop.

While highlighting the im-
plications of  climate change to 
humanity worldwide, the offi-
cial pointed out that Nagaland 
has also been going through the 
process of  climate change and 
a scientific projection indicates 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 11 
(EMN): Special Newborn 
Care Unit (SNCU) was in-
augurated by Dr. Limaa-
kum Jamir, Mission Direc-
tor (NHM), Department of  
Health & Family Welfare, at 
Dr. Imkongliba Memorial 
District Hospital (IMDH) 
on December 11. This is the 
third neonatal care unit in 
Nagaland after Naga Hos-
pital Kohima and Dimapur 
District Hospital.

Speaking at the for-
mal programme at IDSP 
conference hall, IMDH, 
Dr. Limaakum Jamir said 
IMDH is fortunate to have 
its own SNCU saying, ‘now 
the parents need not take the 
trouble to avail further treat-
ment outside the state for 
their newly born ones.’

Stating that beneficiaries 
of  SNCU service will be 
the children, the newborn 
babies and the mothers, the 
Director said, “to have a 
healthy nation, the nation 
need healthy babies and for 
healthy babies, the Central 
government is committed to 
give all the facilities.”

“Smile will come to the 
mother and parent faces and 
we will get the satisfaction 
that we have saved a child,” 
said Dr Limaakum while 
expressing his confidence 
that the dedicated doctors 
and nurses with their experts 
will have healthy babies in 
the district.

Dr. Bendangla, SPO, 
RCH, while giving a brief  
introduction of SNCU, said 
babies are born every 26 
minutes in India, out of  
which more than 9, 40,000 
babies die before one month. 
In this regard, she said that 
the Central government un-
der National Health Mission 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Themed 
as “Home is when we are together” 
the Naga diaspora of NCR Delhi cel-
ebrated advent Christmas at Nagaland 
House, 29 APJ Abdul Kalam Road, 
on December 10.

Basing on the theme of  the year 
Rev. Dr. Mathanmi Zimik, senior 
pastor of the Tangkhul Church Delhi, 
delivered a message based on Psalm 
95: 6 ‘Come let us bow down in wor-
ship, Let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker.’ In his sermon, Rev. Zimik 
urged the Nagas learning to humble 
and surrender themselves to the Lord 
and to love their own brothers and 
sisters. He stated that Nagas need the 
humility of  Christ that touches the 
most wounded and the hurt more than 
anything today.

President of  Naga Forum Delhi, 
Neiphiu Rio, in his welcome address, 
wished that Christmas season would 
bring a better time. He emphasised on 
the need for Nagas to reconcile and 
begin building trust and hope amongst 
‘ourselves.’ Stating that nothing works 
better than being united, Rio urged the 
congregation to ponder on the theme 
of  the day “Home is when we are 
together,” saying “we are safest when 

(NHM) is committed to 
improving the availability of  
newborn care unit services 
with the addition to renew-
ing the efforts of providing 
quality healthcare service for 

the pregnant mother, infants 
and young children.

The doctor also asserted 
that SNCU has a significant 
potential in reducing the 
neonatal mortality rate by 30 

percent. She also informed 
that in Nagaland there are 
around 120 newborn care 
corners at delivery points, 16 
newborn stabilisation units 
and three SNCU including 

IMDH. She also added that 
the department is planning 
to set up another SNCU in 
Mon district.

The doctor expressed 
hope that with the provision 
of  SNCU in the district, it 
will not only increase the 
confidence of  the commu-
nity in the healthcare sector 
but also overcome the risk 
during delivery and also 
bring down the neonatal 
mortality rate in the district.

It may be mentioned 
here that IMDH’s Special 
Newborn Care Unit is cur-
rently equipped with five 
beds with state-of-the-arts 
medical amenities. The neo-
natal care unit will be oper-
ated under Dr. Seyiekhrietou 
Rutsa (Paediatrics) with five 
well-trained nurses.

we are in the care of each others, there 
is and cannot be anything better than 
being loved and beloved by one’s own 
brothers.”

Leading the congregation Ms 
Mercy Epao, Director of Ministry for 
Development of  Northeast Region 
(DONER), urged the congregation 
to come to the lord in submission 
and in love. Chakhesang Christian 
Fellowship (CCF) and Poumai Bap-
tist Church Delhi (PBCD) presented 
Christmas songs, while the Tangkhul 
Church Delhi (TCD) led the carol 

for the occasion. The Delhi Eastern 
Nagaland Students’ Union (DENSU) 
took over the responsibility of usher-
ing the congregation and decorating 
the stage. The dinner and refreshment 
were served by the Lotha Christian 
Fellowship (LCF) and the Thangal 
Maram Fellowship (TMF).

More than 350 Nagas from various 
walks of life attended the fellowship. 
The event was organised by the Naga 
Forum Delhi along with the various 
community churches and fellowships 
of the Nagas in Delhi.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 11 (EMN): With theme ‘love, 
peace and harmony,’ the first Tagaramphung 
advent Christmas was celebrated at the 
picturesque Tagaramphung (Yaikongpao) 
village ground in Kangpokpi district on 
Sunday. Manipur’s Social Welfare and 
Cooperation Minister Nemcha Kipgen was 
the chief guest of the celebration.

The superintendent of  police  of  
Kangpokpi district  M Pradip Singh; the 
speaker  of the advent Christmas programme 
Rev. Vumthang Sithlou; representatives 
from various villages, churches and church 
institutions were part of the celebration.

Speaking on the occasion Minister 
Nemcha Kipgen who was elected from 
the Kangpokpi constituency in the district 
expressed that the basic belief of all religion 
are of love, peace and harmony and there 
is no religion which promotes or advocates 
any act that is contradictory to love, peace 
and harmony.

Urging the fact that all believe in God 

Kipgen  said, “the Manipur society in 
particular and the country in general, there 
is a strong need to reiterate the pivotal role 
of love, peace and harmony in our dealings 
with one another in such a manner that 
they are essential in the formation towards 
upbringing and establishment of our society 
and that intolerance has no room amongst 
us.”

Nemcha also stressed on the need 
to contemplate the good virtues of  any 
religion at all level while working on various 
leaderships of  multi-communities and 
confirm that the vital roles they play is never 
overshadowed by the selfish and short term 
vested interests of some.

Various churches of  the district who 
participated and won the prizes in the 
choral competition, were also awarded 
in the day’s function. The award winning 
churches include T Khullen Baptist Church 
(winner), Tagaramphung Baptist Church (1st 
runner-up) and Thadou Baptist Association 
,Kangpokpi (2nd runner-up). 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The Nehru Yuva Kendra 
(NYK) of  Karbi Anglong 
organised a district-level 
youth convention and district 
level cultural programme  
at Kala Kendra in Karbi 
Anglong on Mon. 

The youth convention 
w a s  o r g a n i s e d  i n 
col laborat ion with the 
He m phi  D eve l o pm e nt 
Society of Rongriso, Diphu, 
while the cultural programme 
was hosted in collaboration 
with ‘Marup,’ Police Reserve. 

The NYK is under the 
Ministry of  Youths Affairs 
& Sports.

Attending as chief guest, 
the EM for Art & Culture 
and Fisheries of  the KAAC 
Rupsing Teron said that the 
stage of  growing children 
and youths is a crucial period 
for one to learn many things. 
At this stage children and 
youths are more eager to 
know and to learn newer 
things. Teron cautioned the 
youth to stay away from 
temptations like smoking, 
drinking and indulging into 

other bad things and that the 
youths should not fall into 
this line refraining from it.

Today’s growing youths 
will  become leaders of  
tomorrow and from today 
the youths should learn to 
shoulder responsibilities 
so that they can contribute 
to nation building of  the 
country, Teron appealed.

Also,  the  p r inc ipa l 
secretary of  the KAAC 
Mahadananda Hazarika 
said personality development 
was  important among the 
youths to bring out their   

talent and the capability. 
He said in contributing to 
nation building one’s self  
determination should be 
strong and should be able to 
contribute towards the family 
then only can expect for the 
nation.

T h e  d i s t r i c t - l e v e l 
cultural programme was 
started with a violin piece 
by reputed violinist Tumar 
N a r z a r y  f o l l ow e d  b y 
cultural demonstrations of  
traditional dances of  various 
tribes and communities of  
the district.

New Delhi, Dec. 11 (IANS): Dhammapiya, 
a monk from Tripura, was on Monday elected 
the new secretary general of  the International 
Buddhist Confederation (IBC), a global forum for the 
preservation and development of  Buddhist heritage 
sites in India and abroad. 

More than 150 international participants, several 
distinguished monks of  various Buddhist traditions 
and monasteries, scholars and other Buddhists met for 
two days to elect a new Secretary General and new 
members of the governing councils, a statement said.

Dhammapiya, who was elected unopposed, is 
the Founder and Chairman of  the Dhamma Dipa 
International Buddhist Academy of  novices and 
young monks.

Guwahati, Dec. 11 (PTI): 
Four people, including three 
women, were nabbed today 
at Guwahati rail station 
when they were trying to 
transport 19 kg gold worth 
about Rs 6 crore to Kolkata.

Railway Police officials 
said the four accused had 
brought the gold from 
Aizawl by road and were 

planning to take it to Kolkata 
by train. All four of  them 
were about to board the 
Saraighat Express when 
they were arrested.

They will be handed over 
to the Customs Department 
tomorrow along with the 
seized gold after completing 
necessary formalities, police 
said.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 11 (EMN): Karbi Anglong District Congress 
Committee (KADCC) has organised a ‘welcome programme’ 
for Rahu Gandhi who was elected the president of the All 
India Congress Committee. The programme was conducted 
at the group’s office premises on Mon. Dec.12. This was 
stated in a press communiqué issued by its general secretary 
in-charge of organisation, Bidyasing Rongpi.

The program was hosted by Assam Pradesh Congress 
Committee on the occasion of which Member of Parliament, 
Rahul Gandhi was elected as the President of  All India 
Congress Committee. 

The KADCC is of the optimistic view that under his 
abled and dynamic leadership, INC party can be transformed 
and in compliance to adapt the need of the era in the task of  
nation building, stated the press statement. 

The program was attended by senior most vice president, 
KADCC Pran  Kumar Dutta; former MLA Bidyasing 
Engleng; Former Executive Member KAAC, Ashok Teron; 
general secretaries, KADCC Chandrasing Teron, Surendra 
Singnar; President, KADMCC Kasang Terang; President , 
Parliamentary Youth Congress Rukasen Engleng and other 
party workers.   

It was also informed that in Bokajan, Nilip , Rongmongve, 
Langsomepi, Samelangso and Howraghat BCC’s also 
observed the same program at their office.  

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 11 (EMN): The 1st Hills 
State Demand Council (HSDC) general 
conference concluded on Dec. 11 Mon. at  
the Joysing Doloi auditorium. 

After a strong debate the two-day 
conference concluded after adopting a 
number of resolutions. 

As told by the outgoing general secretary 
in-charge of  research and documentation 
Dharamsing Teron, the major resolution 
adopted was in ‘reviving Autonomous State 
Demand Committee (ASDC) from Hills 
State Demand Council (HSDC).’ 

All the delegates attending the 
conference after taking up the long debate 
and discussion, the house resolved to dissolve 
the present HSDC and revive the former 
movement platform ASDC, under which 
banner the autonomous state movement was 
launched in 1986.

A movement platform ASDC was 
launched for taking up autonomous state 
movement in Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao in 1986, which later was a registered 
regional political party. But unfortunately 
because of ideological differences between 
ASDC and CPI (ML), it split in the year 
2001.

The revived ASDC will take the symbol 
used earlier. 

Dharamsing Teron  said naming the 
party is a not a big thing, but movement spirit 
should regain and by reviving the ASDC, 
fresh movement for attaining statehood will 
be started.

The house also welcomed the Naga 
frame work agreement as peace will return 
in Nagaland after a long armed struggle, 
but it also mentioned that the signatories of  

the Naga frame work agreement of NSCN 
(IM) should take into consideration that the 
territory of both Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao should not be disturbed. 

The extension of the area of Kaziranga 
National Park (KNP) is vehemently opposed 
and demands the displaced people belonging 
to indigenous tribes like Karbis and others to 
provide sustainable alternatives to protect the 
eco-system of the park.

 On NRC updation, Teron said it 
should not harass any one and that the 
criteria of  claims should be relaxed. The 
house also criticized the KAAC authority 
for surrendering more autonomy as per 
MoU agreement in the present KAAC and 
urged for publication of white paper in this 
regard. The ASDC will be committed to 
empowerment of women and youths, Teron 
informed.

Apart from the resolutions made 
available to Eastern Mirror correspondent, 
Teron  also questioned the BJP and Congress 
parties whether they have any written 
document on granting statehood for the hill 
districts of Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao. 
He questioned the BJP if  they really have 
the small state agenda while commenting 
that since the BJP and Congress does not 
have the statehood agenda they are just 
misleading the masses by going to New 
Delhi to hold dharna on statehood issue. 

The house has agreed to form the revived 
ASDC with 47 members. The 41 members 
were selected on consensus.  Election to 
filled up for six more members to the central 
committee is held for which counting is 
on. The various posts will be distributed 
in a while after counting of votes, general 
secretary in-charge publicity informed. 

Agartala/New Delhi, Dec. 
11 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Monday deferred 
hearing in the case relating to 
10,323 government teachers 
of  Tripura, who are set to 
lose their jobs on December 
31 following an apex court 
order, prolonging uncertainty 
regarding their fate.

The Tripura government 
school  t eachers  have 
demanded continuation of  
their jobs beyond December 
31. They have launched 
intermittent agitations, 
including road and railway 
line blockades in the state, 
from December 7 to press 
their demand. The Supreme 
Court deferred hearing of  
three cases related to the 
issue, including the state 
government petition on 
the services of  10,323 
government teachers, to 
December 14, an education 
department official said 
here quoting the apex court 
directive.

The Supreme Court, 
comprising Justices Adarsh 
Kumar Goel and Uday 
Umesh Lalit, postponed the 
hearing after clubbing the 
three cases together.

Education and Law 
Minister Tapan Chakraborty 
said the state government 
had filed a petition before 
the Supreme Court urging 
it to extend the termination 
deadline for one more year 
(beyond December 31).

The state government 
had also filed another 
petition - to vacate the stay 
on recruitment of  12,000 
non-teaching staffs. The 
third case had been filed 
by two graduate teachers 

seeking review of  the 
Supreme Court order passed 
on March 29.

The Supreme Court on 
March 29 had upheld the 
Tripura High Court verdict 
terminating the jobs of  
10,323 government teachers 
citing some indiscretion.

In an apparent move 
to circumvent the apex 
court order, the Tripura 
g o ve r n m e n t  i n  M ay 
announced the recruitment 
of  12,000 non-teaching 
staff  in the Education 
Department. This was to 
ostensibly “accommodate” 
the teachers facing the axe 
following the court verdict.

On  Oc tober  24 ,  a 
division bench of  the 
Supreme Court ordered that 
the ban enforced on October 
4 on recruitment of 12,000 
non-teaching staff  would 
remain in force until the next 
hearing. An unemployed 
youth from Tripura had filed 
a contempt petition before 
the Supreme Court, alleging 
that the state government 
had violated its order by 
trying to redesignate the 
posts of  sacked teachers 
as well as by initiating the 
process to recruit 12,000 
non-teaching employees in 
the education department.

The state also faces 
a huge dearth of  eligible 
candidates to fill up around 
16,000 teachers’ posts. 

Ahead of the February 
2018 Assembly elections, 
the issue of termination of  
10,323 government teachers’ 
jobs and recruitment of  
12,000 non-teaching staffs 
is set to become a major 
political issue.

PTI

Activists of the All Assam Students Union forming a human chain during a protest on the banks of River Brahmaputra in Guwahati on Monday. The protesters were demanding from the central and state governments 
to take steps to make the river pollution-free. 

EM Images

Social welfare Minister Nemcha Kipgen(left) handing a citation  to a winning church functionary in Kangpokpi 
village on Sunday.

Mirror Crossword 1677sud0ku 1516
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1676

ACROSS
1. Incapable
6. Norse god of thunder
10. Vipers
14. Rises high
15. Magical symbol
16. Petty quarrel
17. Dyke
18. Angers
19. “Little House” actress ____ Gilbert
20. A solid dielectric
22. Book of the Old Testament
24. Utilized
25. Samson’s “barber”
26. Shortened
29. Federal Insurance Contributions Act
30. Utters sound
31. Arranges into layers
37. Stalin’s chief aide Segei 

Mironovich _____
39. South Korean monetary unit
40. Mother of pearl
41. Removes bacteria
44. Protuberance
45. Musical note
46. Short sleep
48. Illustrates again
52. Festive occasion
53. Unwind
54. Somber
58. Hillside (Scottish)
59. Semitic people
61. Collection of maps
62. Areas of lessened atmospheric 

pressure
63. Deprived of feeling
64. Atomic physicist _____ Bohr
65. Consequence
66. Refuse
67. French for “School” 

DOWN
1. Island
2. Christmas

3. Projecting overhang
4. One that precedes
5. Sleeping sickness insect
6. Attempted
7. Cause physical pain
8. Single
9. Show consideration
10. Tropical South American palm 

tree
11. Chip or fragment from stone
12. City in Italy
13. Hide or store away
21. Increases speed of an engine

23. Killed
25. Actresses Keaton or Ladd
26. Requests
27. Enticement
28. Cowshed or barn
29. Made solid by loss of heat
32. 2 born at the same time
33. Wonderful or marvellous
34. Symbol
35. Ancient German earth goddess
36. Ooze
38. Short biographical accounts
42. Flatland at the base of a 

plateau
43. Mark left by a wound
47. Paraffin series (Chemistry)
48. Russian currency
49. Enlist
50. Illustrates
51. Baseball great PeeWee _____
52. Talkative (slang)
54. “Darn!”
55. Margarine
56. Enclosed shopping space
57. Essence or being
60. Regret

solutions to suD0ku 1515

Belief of all religion is love, 
peace and harmony — minister

1st HSDC general conference held; 
revives ASDC in Karbi Anglong

Youths should learn to shoulder responsibilities —Teron Tripura monk elected 
IBC secretary general

Four arrested for gold smuggling

KADCC welcomes Rahul 
Gandhi’s leadership

Welcomes Naga ‘framework agreement’ as ‘peace will 
return in Nagaland’ but must consider the territory of KA 

and Dima Hasao ‘which should not be disturbed’

Fate of over 10,000 Tripura govt. 
teachers remains uncertain

AASU demands pollution-free Brahmaputra 
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EM Image
Co-owners of Blackberrys at the store opening in Kohima on December 11.

Minister Neiba Kronu, along with contractor Vilelie Khamo and others pose for lens at multi-purpose hall in Pfutsero after 
inaugurating the three projects on December 11.

YouthNet officials and participants of the ‘First cut inter-collegiate entrepreneurship competition 2017.’

Children’s book released

Skill training for construction 
workers underway

Three projects inaugurated in Pfutsero 

St, Joseph’s College wins 
‘First cut’ competition

Organisations appeal to revoke OM

Blackberrys opens in Kohima city 

Author Moanaro Imchen (left) and Aoyimkum Baptist Church pastor I 
Temsu Aier after releasing the book ‘Mihenc’s family and the Christmas 
cake’ at Aoyimkum Baptist Church on December 11.

Dimapur, Dec 11 (EMN): All Nagaland 
College Students’ Union (ANCSU), Public 
Service Aspirants of  Nagaland (PSAN), 
ACAUT, Combined Technical Associa-
tion of  Nagaland (CTAN) and PCC have 
urged the state government to revoke the 
Office Memorandum of  26/10/2017 
which scrapped all Class-III (except SAs) 

from the purview of  NPSC before the 
NLA winter session.

The organisations made this demand 
during a joint meeting held on December 
11 at NSF Office, Kohima.

The organisations have also demanded 
to declare answer keys of  all stages of  ex-
aminations conducted by NPSC.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Three-day soft 
skill training for Nagaland building and 
other construction workers got underway 
on December 10 at Government Higher 
Secondary School, Nagarjan in Dimapur. 
The training is being organised by Na-
galand Building and other Construction 
Worker’s Welfare Board, department of  
Labour in collaboration with Career Bridge 
Human Capital Solution Gurgaon.

Addressing the inaugural programme, 
project officer, Labour dept. T Chuba 
Yanger, said soft skill training for the 
construction workers, which was a long 
felt need, was made into a reality with the 
initiative and support of  Parliamentary 
Secretary for Labour & Employment, Skill 
Development & Entrepreneurship, Dr. 
Neiphrezo Keditsu.

Highlighting the importance of  soft 
skills for any job, project officer said the 
employability of  an individual is not only 
dependent on solid technical knowledge 
and skills, but soft skills like communi-
cation, teamwork and leadership skills 
among the workers are equally important 
as it enhances productivity and successful 
construction works. 

Stating that Nagas are good and tal-
ented in many fields, he said with added 
knowledge of  soft skills Nagas can do bet-
ter than others and become successful and 
make long-term career.

Director of  Learning & Development 
Career Bridge Human Capital Solutions, 
Gurgaon, Vikas Rao, who is one of  the 
resource persons for the training pro-
gramme gave an overview of  the training 
programme.

Resource person for the training in-
cluded Opangyanger and Bendangnung-
sang Longchar from Kohima.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
Team Indegene from St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakha-
ma, has won the fourth 
edition of  ‘First cut inter-
collegiate entrepreneur-
ship competition organ-
ised by YouthNet during 
the recently concluded 
Hornbill festival held from 
December 1-8. The ‘First 
cut inter-collegiate entre-
preneurship competition’ 
is a programme of  Youth-
Net’s ‘IMPACT 5000 by 
18’ campaign, which was 
organised in collabora-
tion with the State govern-
ment. 

Out of  40 college stu-
dents, Team Indegene from 

St. Josephs College, Jakha-
ma won the competition. 
The team of  five enter-
prising students generated 
a total revenue of  INR 
80,000 from seed money 
of  INR 20,000 given to 
them. The team not only 
received the profits as part 
of  the prize but also won 
an educational trip.

The competition this 
year witnessed teams from 
all over Nagaland. The 
primary objective of  “First 
Cut” is to educate the stu-
dents about entrepreneur-
ship and opportunities in 
the private sector while 
giving them a taste of  the 
challenges that ground 

realities pose.
Students from different 

colleges were formed into 
teams. Before the com-
mencement of  the com-
petition, teams were im-
parted two-day orientation 
programme on marketing, 
accounting and business 
skill. Each team was given 
seed money and constantly 
monitored throughout the 
competition. 

The other  col leges 
which participated includ-
ed Kohima College, C-
Edge College, St. Josephs 
College, and Modern Col-
lege. Arjun Pithsali, Anini 
Nyenga and Amenla Aier 
headed the programme.

with the city becoming congested 
with the ever growing population, 
he stressed on the need to expand 

city so that more businesses can be 
establish in the city.

In this regard, he called upon 

Kohima, Dec. 11 (EMN): Min-
ister of  Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, Neiba Kronu 
along with Class-I Contractor 
Vilelie Khamo inaugurated three 
major projects in Pfutsero sub-
division under Phek district on 
December 11.

The projects included local 
ground Kami (Kadie), inter-state 
road connectivity from Pfut-
sero to Tadubi (Tebupfu) and 
multi-purpose indoor stadium, 
Pfutsero.

Speaking at the inauguration 
of  multi-purpose hall in Pfut-
sero, Kronu voiced that early 
settlement of  the vexed Naga 
political issue will be best for 
Naga people. In the event if  the 
solution is not achieved before 

the election, Kronu has affirmed 
to support the clean election 
campaign initiated by Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council (NBCC) 
and the Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council (CBCC).

The minister has also re-
gretted the political instability, 
which has stalled the develop-
ment activities and created 
hardship for the general popu-
lace.

With many developmental 
projects including roads and 
infrastructure initiated by him 
under Pfutsero Assembly Con-
stituency, he has sought the 
support of  the people during the 
next state assembly elections to 
bring about better development. 

He also appreciated the Min-

istry of  Road Transport and 
Highways for providing fund for 
the inter-state road and North 
Eastern Council for the multi-
purpose hall. The minister also 
lauded the quality works carried 
out by the contractor of  the road 
Vilelie Khamo.

Contractor Vilelie Khamo, 
who also accompanied the min-
ister, has appreciated the unity 
displayed by the people of  the 
area towards smooth and timely 
completion of  the road projects 
without any hindrance.

Khamo constructed the Na-
galand side of  the Inter-State 
road from Pfutsero to Khezak-
eno, covering a distance of  25 
kms at the cost of  INR 3869.34 
lakh. 

the business community to come 
forward and invest in the city so 
that business can prosper and 
enable people have a much bet-
ter life.

One of  the co-partners, Nirmal 
Kumar Jain, has expressed delight 
to have extended its branches 
in Kohima and Dimapur three 
months back. He informed that 
this is the fifth showroom in the 
whole of  Northeast and third in 
the state of  Nagaland.

Jain also shared his plan to ex-
pand the brand’s store in the future 
and create job opportunities for 
the unemployed local youth. He 
informed that 14 local youth are 
being employed in various capaci-
ties in the three stores.

The Blackberrys at Kohima is 
co-owned by Nirmal Kumar Jain, 
Ruguo Kesiezie (Desmo) and 
Pankaj Kala.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
A children’s book authored 
by Moanaro Imchen ti-
tled ‘Mihenc’s family and 
the Christmas cake’ was 
released on December 11 
at the Aoyimkum Baptist 
Church, Dimapur, by ABC 
pastor I Temsu Aier.

This is the second book 
authored by Moanaro Im-
chen, a full time church 
worker and director of  
Christian Education at 
Kumlong Baptist Church, 
Mokokchung. The author is 
also a music teacher, a mo-
tivational speaker, a reader 
and also a resource person 
for children ministry.

Speaking after formally 
releasing the book, pastor I 
Temsu Aier congratulated 
the author for successfully 
publishing her second book. 
Describing talent of  writ-
ing as one of the best God 
given gifts, he expressed 
happiness at the author for 
using her talent in writing 
a children book. He hoped 
that many souls would be 
blessed after reading the 
book. He further encour-
aged the author to continue 

writing more books in the 
days to come. 

Stating that the book 
was written as part of  her 
mission for children’s min-
istry, the author, Moanaro 
Imchen, expressed her de-
sire to convey the message 
about the true meaning of  
Christmas.

“Christmas is all about 
love, sharing and sacrifice 
towards one another,” she 
said and narrated that the 
book revolves around young 
girl Ana, a good hearted 
nine years old, who always 
want to help others. The 
children’s book is about 
Christmas, about the joy 
of  sharing and all about 
being a good Christian, she 
added. 

The book priced at Rs 
150 would be available at 
amazon.com. Interested 
persons can order on-
line at www.amazon.in/
dp/1948352974/ref=cm_
cm_sw_r_wa_awdb_t1_
MSOjAb0VN9X9V. They 
can also contact the author 
at Kumlong Baptist Church 
or email her naroimchen@
gmail.com.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 11 (EMN): Black-
berrys, one of  India’s leading 
premium menswear  fashion 
brand, has extended its branches 
to the capital city of  Kohima 
inaugurated by administrator 
of  Kohima Municipal Council 
(KMC) Kethosituo Sekhose on 
December 11.

Located at a prime location 
Dr. KK Angami Complex, oppo-
site to Oking Hospital, TCP Gate, 
Kohima, Blackberrys offers a wide 
of  trending collection in men’s 
wear ranging from urban wear, 
business wear, occasion wear, 
shoes and accessories.

With Kohima growing and 
developing very fast in the last few 
years, Sekhose implied on the need 
for more of  such showrooms and 
malls to facilitate the growing de-
mands of  the consumers. However 
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Learning From Economic Trends

The Gross Domestic Product is one of the main measures of eco-
nomic activity that is periodically done to know the economic 
growth of a country. A rough definition of GDP will be that total 

market value of all the final goods and services produced in a particular 
period of time. The International Monetary Fund states that “Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) is the sum of consumption expenditure (of house-
holds, Non-profit institutions serving households, and general govern-
ment), gross fixed capital formation, changes in inventories, and exports 
of goods and services, less the value of imports of goods and services. 
According to the IMF definition, along with the other traditional institu-
tions in the primary, secondary and the tertiary sector it also includes the 
NPISHs. The OECD defines that Non-profit institutions serving house-
holds (NPISHs) consist of NPIs which are not predominantly financed 
and controlled by government and which provide goods or services to 
households free or at prices that are not economically significant.

Although there has been various criticisms against the use of Gross 
Domestic Product as a measure of economic activity due to the exclu-
sions of some economic activities it is still the most preferred measure of 
a country’s economic growth. In India too the measure of GDP is the only 
way that measures economic growth. Although in 2015, the Central Sta-
tistical Organisation of India changed the way it measures GDP by cal-
culating the Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices and also changing 
the base year to 2011-12 still the process of measuring GDP is conducted 
every year.

Similarly for the states the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) and 
the Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) is calculated to measure the 
economic growth of a state. Nagaland as a state in India also follows the 
similar formulae like the rest of the country to measure GSDP and NSDP. 
NSDP can be defined as GSDP minus the consumption of fixed capital or 
in other words minus the depreciation. In the 2015-16 advance calcula-
tion of GSDP, the primary sector or the production of raw materials con-
tributed 34% to the total Gross Value Added(GVA); the secondary sector 
or the manufacturing sector contributed a meagre 13% to the total GVA; 
while the tertiary sector or the services sector which also includes the 
government sector contributed 53% to the GVA. Total GVA or in the case 
of states the Gross State Value Added or GSVA is then added with taxes 
and subsidies subtracted to measure the GSDP of the state which stands 
at INR 2052415 lac. or 20524.15 cr. for Nagaland State in 2015-16.

In the case of Nagaland, except for the production of crops which 
contributes 22% to the total GSVA, the Other Services contributes 18% to 
the total GSVA. The Other Services excludes hotels, restaurants, repairs , 
transport and communication. It is then followed by public administra-
tion which contributes 12% to the total GSVA at current rate of the state. 
Public administration or the government sector is almost equivalent to 
the manufacturing or the secondary sector in Nagaland.

Although in the Other Services sector there is a measure for ‘Extra Ter-
ritorial Organisations and Bodies’ in Nagaland, it is not clear what kind 
of institutions are included. For a small state like Nagaland the numer-
ous non profit institutions, churches, tribe bodies and village councils, if 
included will surely tilt the scale. At the same time there are many ficti-
tious or un-operational institutions and co-operatives whose estimated 
productions are automatically calculated in the GSDP. Interestingly, with 
an estimated population of 2077000 the per capita GSDP of 2015-16 at 
current prices therefore stands at INR 98816. The per capita income of 
Nagaland earlier in 2014-15 as per the CSO was INR 89607.

It is difficult to accept such a figure and the benefit of doubt also goes 
the existing disparity among the people. However, taking into account 
these figures and comparing with the existing conditions of the state 
many questions arise. How important does the GSDP/NSDP figures play 
in the annual state budget ? Is there a need to change the way GSDP/
NSDP is calculated in the state if it is incorrect ? It is time for the lawmak-
ers and leaders to start asking intelligent and smart questions if the state 
has to move forward.

God’s care for me eases my mind.

We were excited about moving for my husband’s job. But the 
unknowns and challenges left me feeling anxious. Thoughts of 
sorting and packing up belongings. Looking for a place to live. 

My finding a new job too. Making my way around a new city, and getting 
settled. It was all . . . unsettling. As I thought about my “to-do” list, words 
written by the apostle Paul echoed in my mind: Don’t worry, but pray (Phil. 
4:6–7).

If anyone could have been anxious about unknowns and challenges, it 
would have been Paul. He was shipwrecked. He was beaten. He was jailed. 
In his letter to the Philippian church, he encouraged his friends who also 
were facing unknowns, telling them, “Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God” (v. 6).

Paul’s words encourage me. Life is not without uncertainties—whether 
they come in the form of a major life transition, family issues, health 
scares, or financial trouble. What I continue to learn is that God cares. He 
invites us to let go of our fears of the unknown by giving them to Him. 
When we do, He, who knows all things, promises that His peace, “which 
transcends all understanding, will guard” our heart and mind in Christ 
Jesus (v. 7).

BIBLE READ:  PHILIPPIANS 4:1–9

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
Philippians 4:6

DAILY
PATH

T
here was a school on one edge of  Sa-
gar island in the Sunderbans in 2014; 
it is not there anymore. Today, sea 
water regularly comes in a hundred 
metres beyond the spot where the 

building stood.
When a group of  us visited Boatkhali Kad-

ambini Primary School nearly four years ago, 
classes were on in full swing. It was, after all, Jan-
uary. Had we gone during the monsoon, things 
would have been very different. “Sea water en-
ters the classrooms to a height of  one-and-a-half  
feet,” the teachers told us, pointing to a mark on 
the walls. “All classes stop for five-six days in 
June, July and August. The water recedes after 
two to three hours, but it happens twice a day for 
a few days, so no classes are possible,” they said.

This primary school is at one edge of  Sagar 
island in the Sunderbans, in northern Bay of  
Bengal. A few hundred metres away from the 
school one could see an earthen embankment, 
broken in parts, visible in the left of  the photo-
graph (top) I took then of  the school kids. And 
beyond the embankment, the waters of  the In-
dian Ocean.

But the school is not at that spot anymore. 
A few days ago, in early December 2017, one of  
the school’s senior teachers sent me photographs 
of  that building taken last month. “The sea wa-
ter now regularly comes in a 100 metres beyond 
the spot where our school used to be,” he said. 
“That school building you came to is completely 
destroyed. We had to shift to a makeshift, kac-
chha structure 500 metres inland last year.”

That entire stretch, where there were once 
houses and plots of  agricultural land, has been 
swallowed up by the sea, including the house 
in which we had stayed. The couple who lived 
there have moved further inland. It’s getting in-
creasingly difficult to find land to move inwards; 
many families are forced to leave. It’s affected 
the number of  kids in the school. It used to have 
250 students a few years ago. “We are now down 
to 140 students as families leave the island,” the 
teacher said.

The canary on the coast
The reasons underlying this constant swallowing 
of  land, homes and other structures by the sea 
are well known by now. Or should be. Over 90% 
of  all the excess energy trapped by greenhouse 
gases is taken up by ocean waters because of  the 
greater capacity of  water to absorb heat. Just the 
top layer of  the oceans take up excess heat equal 
to 40 times the entire annual energy consump-
tion of  the United States. On an average, ocean 
waters worldwide have warmed by 0.4 degrees 
Celsius over the past 40 years. Warmer waters 
tend to rise, and hence keep advancing further 
up the slopes of  seabeds. A second factor is ice 
melting from glaciers worldwide and the great 
ice sheets on Greenland and West Antarctica. 
These factors have caused sea level rise to occur 
at a little over 3 millimetres a year on average 
worldwide, but for reasons specific to its shape, 
this rise is much higher in the Sunderbans. And 
to this one must add the fact that the landmass 
in the delta itself  has been subsiding at an aver-
age of  2.5 mm a year, as a paper published in 
Climatic Change in August last year stated. But 
sea level rise caused by global warming is getting 
more weighty as a factor here.

But the key point is also this: what has be-
fallen Boatkhali Kadambini Primary School is a 
warning for us all – in the near future, all struc-
tures, agricultural lands, and the millions of  resi-
dents all along India’s 7,500 kilometre coastline 
will also be at heightened risk. The reason is that 
while sea level rise in the past has been caused 
primarily by warmer waters, it is now being fed 
increasingly by melting ice. The climate scientist 
James Hansen has been writing for years that sea 
level rise this century will occur at an accelerat-
ing pace due to a non-linear melting of  the gigan-
tic ice sheets on Antarctica and Greenland. In 
2014, a group of  90 scientists from 18 countries, 
including some of  the world’s pre-eminent ocea-
nographers who research sea level rise, issued 
a public statement that sea level rise would be 
significantly higher than the IPCC had predicted 
in its latest report. In the near future – I put it at 
not more than 20 years – the current rate of  ab-
solute sea level rise in the Sunderbans will occur 

What a School in Bengal 
Teaches Us About Sea Level Rise

Bhai Boolchand, the unsung Indian who launched trade with Ghana
Francis Kokutse | IANS

Nagraj Adve | The Wire

The Cure for Anxiety

at hundreds of  places in India. Sunderbans is like 
the canary in the coal mine, doing us a favour by 
providing advance warnings, to which we are not 
paying sufficient heed.

Do we have a plan?
The embankment you can see in the photo is now 
long gone. “We need a big baandh built here, but 
the government is doing nothing,” the school 
teachers said a few days ago. This is a repeated 
refrain across different islands of  the Sunderbans: 
the demand for embankments where they don’t 
exist, and for sturdier embankments made of  
stone and concrete where mud embankments do. 
This is surely a reasonable demand for the well-
being of  the kids at Boatkhali primary school and 
for lakhs of  others on islands in the Sunderbans, 
for building proper embankments is a matter of  
investing resources and using them properly.

A recent book by Aditya Ghosh, Sustainabili-
ty Conflicts in Coastal India, reveals the complex 
reasons and collusions that interfere with durable 
embankments being constructed. But this hur-
dle is scarcely insurmountable or generalisable: 
sturdier coastal embankments have been built 
elsewhere, for instance by the Water Resources 
Department of  the government of  Odisha.

But the issue facing us all is a broader one. 
The social effects of  the advancing waters that 
Sunderbans is experiencing today – destroyed 
buildings, saline agricultural lands, useless water 
bodies, damaged livelihoods, and forced migra-
tion in the tens of  thousands – will unfold on this 
scale in innumerable places along both our coasts 
tomorrow. Do we have a broader plan for the me-
dium term, given that an estimated 320 million 
people live within a few kilometres of  our coast-
lines, and given that a sizeable number of  them, 
in the millions, may face forced relocation as is 

happening today in the Sunderbans? The real-
ity of  our politics suggests that sturdier embank-
ments will get built only where the large coastal 
cities or important towns are located, or where 
there are structures significant for the economy 
(ports and power plants), or for an increasingly 
lucrative coastal tourism. The people in fishing 
and other villages will be the poorer cousins, 
fobbed off  with fragile earthen embankments at 
best or forced to relocate.

A long-term plan needs to go beyond build-
ing embankments. We would need to work with 
nature, not against it. A November 2017 report, 
Occupation of  the Coast, by PSA’s Research Col-
lective examines how the government seems to 
be going in the opposite direction with its mas-
sive Sagarmala Programme. Sagarmala envis-
ages around 400 coastal projects – new ports, 
coastal industrial zones that includes mega ther-
mal power projects, refineries, chemical plants, 
ship-breaking yards, automotive projects, and 
more. While its employment benefits are undeni-
able, surely it is monumentally foolhardy given 
the definitely advancing sea. We instead need a 
long-term plan to regenerate mangroves, not de-
stroy them, to break the force of  advancing wa-
ters or cushion us during storm surges. We need 
to treasure our wetlands, not build over them as 
is happening with Ennore Creek in Chennai and 
innumerable other wetlands along India’s coasts. 
We need to pay heed to the lessons Boatkhali Ka-
dambini Primary School is teaching us, not slide 
into climate chaos with our eyes tightly shut.

Nagraj Adve’s booklet Global Warming in the 
Indian Context has been translated into Hindi, 

Kannada and Tamil. He works and writes on issues 
related to global warming. He may be reached  at 

nagraj.adve@gmail.com.

N
ot much is known 
about him, but it has 
now emerged that 
trade relations be-
tween Ghana and In-

dia were started by Bhai Boolchand, 
the first Indian to arrive in the Gold 
Coast -- Ghana’s colonial name -- in 
1890. That’s some 67 years before 
the British colonial government 
granted the country independence, 
research by the Indian Association 
of  Ghana has found.

“As far as our records show, 
Bhai Boolchand (of  the Bhaiband 
Sindhworki trading community), 
landed on the shores of  the Gold 
Coast in western Africa in 1890. 
Nearly twenty years later, in 1919, 
the first Sindhi company was estab-
lished by two brothers -- Tarachand 
Jasoomal Daswani and Metharam 
Jasoomal Daswani,” the Indian As-
sociation said.

The duo opened a store -- Meth-
aram Jassomal Brothers -- in the 
then capital city of  Cape Coast in 
1919. 

“Their business flourished and 
branches were opened in Accra and 
Kumasi. A few years later, the two 
brothers separated and whilst Bhai 

Metharam Jasoomal continued the 
business as Metharam Brothers, 
Tarachand Jasoomal operated his 
business as Bombay Bazaar. These 
were the first two Indian companies 
that were established in the Gold 
Coast,” the Association said.

Boolchand’s arrival, therefore, 
pre-dates the historical links be-
tween the two countries that were 
always thought to have started 
between Ghana’s first President, 
Kwame Nkruman, and India’s first 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Boolchand can thus be described as 
the one who paved the way for the 
arrival of  other members of  the Sin-
dhi community, initially as traders 
and shopkeepers.

The Indian Association said 
more of  this group arrived in the 
1950s and 1960s, with a few ventur-
ing into manufacturing industries 
such as garments, plastics, textiles, 
insecticides, electronics, pharma-
ceuticals and optical goods.

The Association said two more 
Indian firms were established under 
the names of  Lilaram Thanwardas 
and Mahtani Brothers in the 1920s. 
This trend continued in the 1930s 
and 1940s with the creation of  sev-
eral more Indian companies like 
T. Chandirams, Punjabi Broth-
ers, Wassiamal Brothers, Hariram 

Brothers, K. Chellaram & Sons, G. 
Motiram, D.P. Motwani, G. Da-
yaram, V. Lokumal, and Glamour 
Stores.

Glamour Stores, which was 
stared by Ramchand Khubchan-
dani who arrived in Ghana in 
1929, has grown -- after changing 
its name to Melcom Group -- to 
become the largest retailing busi-
ness in the country. The Melcom 
Group, headed by Ramchand’s son 
Bhagwan Khubchandani, is now in 
its 60th year and about 40 stores all 
over the country. 

Ramchand and his brother later 
went into garment manufacturing in 
1955 and once employed over 1,200 
Ghanaians. They later opened the 
first Indian restaurant, Maharaja, 
in Ghana. Bhagwan followed in his 
father’s footsteps and in 1989 estab-
lished the Melcom Group with his 
sons-in-law, Mahesh Melwani and 
Ramesh Sadhwani.

Another Indian-owned com-
pany that has survived through 
the years is the Mohanani Group, 
which is currently in its 51st year. 
At the first-ever Ghana Expatriate 
Business Awards, the Ministry of  
Trade and Industries recognised the 
work of  one of  the thriving Indian-
owned B5 Plus Steel Company 
and awarded it the Best Expatriate 

Company in the metal and steel cat-
egory.

As these companies brought in 
new expatriate staff, some left their 
employers to venture out on their 
own -- resulting in more companies 
opening up.

“After 1947, the Gold Coast 
attracted the attention of  some In-
dian multinational companies, and 
big names like Chanrai, Bhojsons, 
K.A.J. Chotirmal, Dalamals and 
A.D. Gulab opened branches in 
Ghana,” the Association said.

“The employment of  Ghana-
ians by these founding companies 
also helped to lessen the burden 
of  unemployment in the country. 
This amply demonstrates the level 
of  commitment India has in the de-
velopmental agenda of  Ghana,” it 
said.

Indians are not only investing 
in the manufacturing and commer-
cial sectors of  the country; they are 
also investing in the financial sec-
tor. Bank of  Baroda, one of  India’s 
biggest and most reputable banks, 
recently established a branch in 
Ghana and hopefully it will expand 
its operations in other parts of  the 
country very soon.

(Francis Kokutse can be contacted 
at fkokutse@gmail.com)

Kids of Boatkhali School in 2014. Credit: Nagraj Adve

Waves around Boatkhali school, November 2017. Credit: Utpal Giri



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Tuesday, December 12, 2017

7

The Sun and the Moon: An Agta story about cooperation and equality between men and women. Credit: The Conversation/Paulo Sayeg/
author provided

Camp elder telling stories. Credit: The Conversation/Author 
provided
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  The current as-
tral configuration could be described as a crisis 
phase, although today’s events won’t be unhap-
py. Communication proves difficult for you. For 

a long time you’ve been banking on others noticing and 
appreciating your talent, but you’re beginning to feel like 
a sucker for being so patient. This would be a good day to 
confront the powers that stand in your way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You have a 
pleasant day ahead. Optimism and creativity 
prevail. You can avail yourself  of  all the free-
dom necessary to encounter happiness. Indeed, 

that newfound happiness may come in the form of a new 
person who makes your heart beat faster. Don’t fall in love 
too quickly! There are plenty of  opportunities now. A deep 
and fulfilling commitment will take time to build.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): The day ahead 
looks promising. Your energy is gradually return-
ing, and you’re beginning to feel more enterpris-
ing about your domestic life. No doubt today 
you’ll be called on to settle some financial ques-

tions related to your domestic needs. While a substantial 
gift of  money or raise would be welcome, you begin to see 
other ways of  making the cash flow rather than trickle.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Try to 
imagine that you’re in your creative work-
shop and you’ve given up using all your 
usual tools in order to find new ways to 

give form to your inspiration. Another completely 
different creative style will emerge. Your admirers 
may be surprised, but no one will be more aston-

ished than you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your private life 
is probably in the throes of  great change. 
This change is likely related to profound 

transformations that are taking place in your behav-
ior, in particular your nervousness. If  your daily or 
family life seems stifling to you, there’s no need to 

take your frustrations out on loved ones. 
Look for answers inside.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): It wouldn’t 
be surprising if  you enrolled in a class 

that’s very different from your normal activities. For 
example, a surfer may get a sudden urge to learn 
about computers, or a technology guru might take 
up flower arranging. Those who think they have you 
all figured out will be taken off  guard by your new 
spontaneity and sense of  adventure.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Some of  the plan-
etary movements are currently helping you un-
derstand that the best place to discover treasure 
isn’t always where other people tell you to look. 
If  people are urging you to get interested in activi-

ties that don’t interest most people, including you, pay them 
no heed. You’ll discover treasure all on your own provided 
you follow your own calling.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   No one’s more 
forward thinking than you now. You’re in tune 
with new inventions and trends, and you may 
have an irresistible desire to join an avant-garde 

group. The old way of  doing things seems old, and you no 
longer want any part of  it. You can’t stand working accord-
ing to the old principles any more. You’re in a heated frame 
of  mind. Be careful about stirring conflict.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You 
couldn’t be in a better position in your personal 
life. The time is ripe to thumb your nose at your 
demons for the last time. Complexes, guilt, and 

fears of  all kinds are gone. It could even be that the radical 
“housecleaning” you’ll undertake will affect your profes-
sional career as you become aware of  how much you’ve been 
underestimating yourself.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today’s 
forecast is excellent for you. The celestial 
bodies can’t help but smile on the tempestu-
ous energy of  your character. You would be 

advised to act on your strong intuition. But be prudent 
in the execution of  your actions lest your impulsive 
spirit stop you from taking recommended precautions.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Devote your energies 
to human psychology today. It’s a good day 
to try to sell your ideas. Concentrate your ef-
forts on those whose help you need. If  you 
have faith in your originality, your sales ef-
forts are likely to pay off. In fact, there is 

some chance you’ll meet an especially dynamic person 
who can lead you into some fascinating, unexplored 
territory.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  There is some 
likelihood that you’ll have an electrifying 
emotional encounter today. Some of  life’s 
more mundane details may trigger arguments 
that, although violent, are cathartic and 

short. You’ve been thinking that it’s time for more in-
tensity in your life. Whether you know it or not, you’re 
rethinking all manner of  human relationships.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

F
irst, let me tell you how smart I am. 
So smart. My fifth-grade teacher 
said I was gifted in mathematics 
and, looking back, I have to admit 
that she was right. I’ve properly 

grasped the character of  metaphysics as trope 
nominalism, and I can tell you that time 
exists, but that it can’t be integrated into a 
fundamental equation. I’m also street-smart. 
Most of  the things that other people say are 
only partially true. And I can tell.

A paper published in Nature Genetics 
in 2017 reported that, after analysing tens 
of  thousands of  genomes, scientists had 
tied 52 genes to human intelligence, though 
no single variant contributed more than a 
tiny fraction of  a single percentage point to 
intelligence. As the senior author of  the study 
Danielle Posthuma, a statistical geneticist at 
the Vrije Universiteit (VU) Amsterdam and 
VU University Medical Center Amsterdam, 
told The New York Times, ‘there’s a long way 
to go’ before scientists can actually predict 
intelligence using genetics. Even so, it is easy 
to imagine social impacts that are unsettling: 
students stapling their genome sequencing 
results to their college applications; potential 
employers mining genetic data for candidates; 
in-vitro fertilisation clinics promising IQ 
boosts using powerful new tools such as the 
genome-editing system CRISPR-Cas9.

Some people are already signing on for 
this new world. Philosophers such as John 

Harris of  the University of  Manchester 
and Julian Savulescu of  the University 
of  Oxford have argued that we will have 
a duty to manipulate the genetic code of  
our future children, a concept Savulescu 
termed ‘procreative beneficence’. The field 
has extended the term ‘parental neglect’ 
to ‘genetic neglect’, suggesting that if  we 
don’t use genetic engineering or cognitive 
enhancement to improve our children when 
we can, it’s a form of  abuse. Others, like David 
Correia, who teaches American Studies at 
the University of  New Mexico, envisions 
dystopian outcomes, where the wealthy use 
genetic engineering to translate power from 
the social sphere into the enduring code of  
the genome itself.

Such concerns are longstanding; the 
public has been on guard about altering 
the genetics of  intelligence at least since 
scientists invented recombinant DNA. As 
long ago as the 1970s, David Baltimore, 
who won a Nobel Prize, questioned whether 
his pioneering work might show that ‘the 
differences between people are genetic 
differences, not environmental differences’.

I say, dream on. As it turns out, genes 
contribute to intelligence, but only broadly, 
and with subtle effect. Genes interact in 
complex relationships to create neural 
systems that might be impossible to reverse-
engineer. In fact, computational scientists 
who want to understand how genes interact 
to create optimal networks have come up 
against the kind of  hard limits suggested by 

the so-called travelling salesperson problem. 
In the words of  the theoretical biologist Stuart 
Kauffman in The Origins of  Order (1993): 
‘The task is to begin at one of  N cities, travel 
in turn to each city, and return to the initial 
city by the shortest total route. This problem, 
so remarkably simple to state, is extremely 
difficult.’ Evolution locks in, early on, 
some models of  what works, and hammers 
out refining solutions over millennia, but 
the best computer junkies can do to draw 
up an optimal biological network, given 
some input, is to use heuristics, which are 
shorthand solutions. The complexity rises to 
a new level, especially since proteins and cells 
interact at higher dimensions. Importantly, 
genetics research is not about to diagnose, 
treat or eradicate mental disorders, or be 
used to explain the complex interactions that 
give rise to intelligence. We won’t engineer 
superhumans any time soon.

In fact, all of  this complexity can work 
against the ability of  a species to evolve. In 
The Origins of  Order, Kauffman introduced 
the concept of  ‘complexity catastrophe’, 
a situation in complex organisms where 
evolution has already been optimised, with 
genes interlinked in so many ways that the 
role of  natural selection becomes diminished 
in stepping up fitness for a given individual. In 
short, a species has tinkered its way to a shape 
that it cannot easily evolve, or improve upon.

If  complexity is a trap, so too is the 
idea that some genes are elite. In the 
1960s, Richard Lewontin and John Hubby 

made use of  a new technology called gel 
electrophoresis to separate unique variants of  
proteins. They showed that different versions 
of  gene products, or alleles, were distributed 
with much higher variation than anyone had 
expected. In 1966, Lewontin and Hubby 
came up with a principle called ‘balancing 
selection’ to explain that suboptimal varieties 
of  genes can remain in a population since 
they contribute to diversity. The human 
genome works in parallel. We have at least 
two copies of  any gene on all autosomal 
chromosomes, and having varying copies of  
a gene can help, especially in immune-system 
diversity, or any cellular function in which 
evolution wants to try out some riskier thing 
while also maintaining a version of  a gene 
that is tried-and-true. Other times, genetic 
variants that might introduce some risk or 
novelty can piggyback or hitchhike along 
with a beneficial genetic variant. If  there is an 
implication for human intelligence, it is that 
genes have a parasitic quality of  scheming 
off  one another; none is superior so much as 
its utility is developed by exploiting its fellow 
genes.

Importantly, we have known for a long 
time that 30,000 genes cannot determine 
the organisation of  the brain’s 100 trillion 
synaptic connections, pointing to the 
irrefutable reality that intelligence is, to an 
extent, forged through adversity and the 
stress of  developing a brain. We know that 
evolution bargains in trade-offs of  risk for 
advantage, which is why, I believe, we will 

always carry genetic variations that risk 
autism, obsessive-compulsive disorder, 
depression and schizophrenia; and it is why 
I believe that the neoliberal view that science 
will eventually solve most mental-health 
problems is almost certainly incorrect. In 
evolution, there are no superior genes, only 
those that bargain some risk, and a few that 
are optimal for particular environments and 
tasks.

I wish I could believe that writing is in 
my genes, but the novel is only hundreds 
of  years old, not long enough for evolution 
to be selecting novelists, per se. The truth is 
that writing takes hard work, and writers can 
exhibit psychological traits that are otherwise 
a disadvantage – such as neuroticism, or 
relentless self-examination. We all understand 
and share these traits to an extent. Evolution 
has taught us the brutal fact that nature is 
most competitive when the comparative 
fitness between competitors is the slimmest. 
In light of  that, the wealth inequality that has 
emerged in recent decades is not a validation 
of  yawning biological gaps – it is driven by 
our need to justify an illusion of  superiority 
and control. Trust me. I should know.

Jim Kozubek is a science writer and 
computational biologist based in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. His writing has appeared in The 
Atlantic, Time and Scientific American, among 

others. His latest book is Modern Prometheus: 
Editing the Human Genome with Crispr-Cas9 

(2016).

S
tory-telling manages to achieve coordination 
in social behaviour as well as promote 
cooperation, thereby performing an important 
adaptive role in human societies.

From gathering around the campfire 
sharing tales to binge watching the latest Netflix series, 
humans are, and have always been, inveterate producers 
and consumers of  stories.

But why do we spend hours listening to and telling 
stories, often of  exploits that never even happened? 
Clearly, from an evolutionary standpoint, this is time and 
effort that could be better spent foraging, reproducing or 
simply doing nothing to save energy.

Perhaps the human proclivity for storytelling is 
merely a byproduct of  our evolved psychology– a series 
of  inputs which manipulate and titillate our cognitive 
machinery. Cognitive scientist Steven Pinker fittingly 
refers to this as “evolutionary cheesecake”. But given 
the ubiquity of  storytelling, it may perform an important 
adaptive role in human societies.

In a new study on hunter-gatherer societies, published 
in Nature Communications, my colleagues and I 
propose that storytelling may function as a mechanism 
to disseminate knowledge by broadcasting social norms 
to coordinate social behaviour and promote cooperation.

The type of  knowledge in question is “meta-
knowledge”– information about other people’s 
knowledge. This is, in fact, required for any society to 
function. For instance, it is not enough for people to 
know that they should drive on a certain side of  the road, 
they also need to know that others possess that same 
knowledge. Stories may therefore act to ensure that all 
members of  the group know, and consequently abide by, 
the “rules of  the game” in a given society.

Even if Genes Affect Intelligence, We Can’t Engineer Cleverness

Why Do We Tell Stories?

Sl. 
No.

Item Area Cost of land Amount paid during 
2013-14 as part 
payment

Amount paid dur-
ing 2016-17

1 Setting up of 220 KV Power Line at 
Thahekhu, Dimapur

40, 559 Sq. ft. Rs. 52, 72, 670/- Rs. 52, 72, 670/-

2 Establishment of 1st NAP Company 
at Hovishe village, Nuiland

2, 52, 881 Sq. ft. Rs. 25, 28, 810/- Rs. 12, 00, 000/- Rs. 13, 28, 810/-

3 Setting up of Agur Factory at Razha-
phe Basa, Dimapur by Nagaland Bio 
Resource Mission

28.88 acres (12, 55, 440 Sq. ft) Rs. 5, 66, 29, 800/- Rs. 2, 00, 64, 325/- Rs. 3, 65, 65, 475/-

4 Installation of 20 MWA 66/11 KV 
Sub-Station at Sovima, Dimapur

20, 257.85 Sq. ft. Rs. 22, 08, 106/- Rs. 22, 08, 106/-

Planning department lists land acquisition details

Moralising gods and organised religion may perform 
a similar function in post-agricultural populations by 
organising behaviour and promoting cooperation. 
However, these are often absent in hunter-gatherer 
societies, despite these groups being highly cooperative. 
We therefore proposed that hunter-gatherer storytelling 
may perform a comparable function to moralising gods 
in such societies.

Moral tales
To explore this idea, in collaboration with Agta Aid, we 
collected four stories among the Agta, a Filipino hunter-
gatherer population with a high level of  social and gender 
egalitarianism. Each story was aimed at regulating social 
behaviour by broadcasting how to act in different social 
situations.

One story, ‘The sun and the moon’, clearly 
communicated norms of  sex equality and cooperation. 
“There is a dispute between the sun (male) and the moon 
(female) to illuminate the sky. After a fight, where the 
moon proves to be as strong as the sun, they agree in 
sharing the duty – one during the day and the other 
during the night.”

We also looked at narratives from other hunter-
gatherer societies from Southeast Asia and Africa, and 
discovered similar themes. Of  89 stories, around 70% 
concerned social behaviour, in terms of  food-sharing, 
marriage, hunting and interactions with in-laws or 

members of  other groups.
These stories also possessed a moral dimension, by 

either rewarding norm-followers or punishing norm-
breakers. This is clearly evident in an Andamanese story 
demonstrating the consequences of  not sharing food.

Boost to cooperation
Given that hunter-gatherer stories overwhelmingly 
contain social content, we next explored whether 

storytelling does in fact promote cooperation. Nearly 
300 Agta, from 18 separate camps, were asked to name 
the best storytellers. To assess cooperation, individuals 
were also asked to play a simple resource allocation 
game where players were given a number of  tokens 
(representing rice) and asked to distribute these between 
themselves and their camp mates.

Overall, levels of  cooperation were higher in 
camps with a greater proportion of  skilled storytellers, 
consistent with storytellers coordinating social behaviour 
and in turn promoting cooperation. This suggests 
that storytelling may perform a beneficial group-level 
function, but it does not explain why individuals would 
invest so much time and energy in becoming a skilled 
storyteller. If  there is no benefit to being a storyteller, 
then why not invest this effort in other fitness-enhancing 
activities?

However, storytellers appear to be rewarded for 
their services to the community. Skilled storytellers 
were preferred social partners, both in terms of  being 
selected as a future camp mate and receiving resources 
from others in the cooperative game. Despite the fact that 
food-sharing is an everyday occurrence in Agta society, 
skilled storytellers were even more preferred than skilled 
foragers.

Consistent with this increased social support, 
skilled Agta storytellers were found to have increased 
reproductive success relative to unskilled storytellers, 
with an average additional 0.5 living offspring.

Even in modern, Western society skilled storytellers 
– ranging from novelists and artists to actors and stand-
up comicshave a high social status. There is even some 
evidence that successful male visual artists (a form of  
modern-day storyteller) have more sexual partners than 
unsuccessful visual artists.

Humans have evolved the capacity to create and 
believe in stories. Narratives can also transcend the 
“here and now” by introducing individuals to situations 
beyond their everyday experience, which may increase 
empathy and perspective-taking towards others, 
including strangers. These features may have evolved in 
hunter-gatherer societies as precursors to more elaborate 
forms of  narrative fiction.

Such narratives include moralising gods, organised 
religion, nation states and other ideologies found in post-
agricultural societies. Some are crucial parts of  societies 
today, functioning to bond individuals into cohesive and 
cooperative communities. It’s fascinating to think that 
they could have all started with a humble story around 
the campfire.

Daniel Smith is a PhD candidate in Anthropology, 
UCL.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Soldier injured in Pakistan firing on LoC
Jammu, Dec. 11 (IANS): A Junior Commissioned 
Officer (JCO) of  the Army has been injured in Paki-
stan firing on the Line of  Control (LoC) in Rajouri 
district. The incident occurred when the Pakistani 
Army violated ceasefire in the Nowshera sector of  
Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday evening, a police 
officer said. The injured was shifted to hospital, he 
added.

Two bank guards killed in militant at-
tack in Kashmir
Srinagar, Dec. 11 (IANS): Two guards of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Bank were killed on Monday when 
militants fired indiscriminately at a bank cash van in 
south Kashmir to loot the money, police said. Police 
said the exact amount of  cash looted was yet to be 
ascertained. Police said the militants fired at and 
critically injured the guards in Keller area of  Shopian 
district. They later died at a hospital. Security forces 
were rushed to the spot to hunt for the militants.

Hashish seized in Kolkata; three held
Kolkata, Dec. 11 (IANS): The city unit of  the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau seized nearly two and a half  
kgs of  hashish here and arrested three people, an of-
ficial said on Monday. Two Kolkata residents named 
Henry Lawrence Manna and Robert Dixon were ar-
rested from outside a departmental store near Sealdah 
railway station on Sunday. Two kgs of  hashish was 
seized from them, an NCB official said. “Another 450 
grams was seized from Dixon’s house in Ballygunge. 
The total worth of  the seized drug is about Rs 15 lakh 
in the illegal trading market,” he added. Interrogation 
revealed that the drug, which is made from cannabis 
resin, was brought here from Himachal Pradesh’s 
Kullu to be sold to people for various Christmas and 
New Year parties in the city.

Siblings studying by candlelight sustain 
burns; two critical
New Delhi, Dec. 11 (IANS): Four siblings study-
ing by candlelight received burn injuries after a fire 
broke out in their house here, police said on Monday. 
While two have been discharged, the other two are in 
a hospital’s intensive care unit. The incident occurred 
around 9.15 p.m. on Sunday in south Delhi’s Badar-
pur area, police said. Ashu and Lucky and their sisters 
Rakhi and Deepali, all aged between eight and 13 
years, were studying when a power cut forced to light 
a candle on top of  a cooler, Deputy Commissioner 
of  Police Chinmoy Biswal said. The cooler, which 
had a plastic body, caught fire which soon spread 
to the entire room. “The victims were rescued by a 
neighbour who informed police. They were taken to a 
hospital where Ashu and Lucky were discharged after 
treatment while Rakhi and Deepali who received over 
30 per cent burn injuries are still in ICU,” Biswal said.

Maoists torch two vehicles in Jharkhand
Ranchi, Dec. 11 (IANS): Maoist guerrillas oppos-
ing road construction work on Monday torched two 
vehicles in Jharkhand’s Latehar district. According 
to Police, guerrillas of  the banned organisation, 
People’s Liberation Front of  India (PLFI), raided a 
private company involved in road construction work 
at Madhuamilan village of  Latehar district.  The 
private company is involved in road construction 
work of  around five km under the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). The guerrillas asked 
the labourers to leave and later torched one tractor 
and one JCB machine used for road construction, by 
pouring petrol. They also left a pamphlet claiming 
responsibility for the incident.

Police constable shot dead in Bihar
Patna, Dec. 11 (IANS): A police constable was shot 
dead by unidentified criminals in Bihar’s Vaishali dis-
trict on Monday, police said. Dipnarain Rai from the 
Special Auxiliary Police was killed when he was on 
way to take up duty at the Hajipur Jail. The shooting 
took place near the prison in Hajipur town, Vaishali 
Superintendent of  Police Ajay Kumar said.

French journalist detained in 
J&K for filming pellet victims
Srinagar, Dec. 11 (IANS): Jammu and Kashmir 
Police has arrested a French journalist here for mak-
ing a documentary on pellet victims. “Comiti Paul 
Edward has been detained for violating visa norms 
in Srinagar,” a senior police officer said.  Edward was 
arrested on Sunday evening from Kothibagh area. He 
was meeting separatists and pellet victims in the city 
to shoot his documentary, the officer said. Edward 
had a passport and a business visa for India, valid 
upto December 22, 2018, the officer said. A business 
visa does not allow anyone to make a documentary 
on political or security related issues. An FIR under 
section 14B of  the Passport Act has been registered 
against the French national, he said.  The French 
Embassy has also been informed about Edward’s 
detention, the officer said.

Fire breaks out in Lucknow 
hospital
Lucknow, Dec. 11 (IANS): Over 50 patients and 
their attendants had a narrow escape on Monday 
when a fire broke out at a private hospital here in 
Uttar Pradesh, police said. Fire tenders took more 
than three hours to douse the flames at the Scope 
Hospital in Vrindavan area, near the Sanjay Gandhi 
Postgraduate Institute of  Medical Sciences. No injury 
was reported. At around 4 a.m., a UPS at the recep-
tion of  the hospital burst into flames, and soon the 
blaze spread to other areas, creating panic.  Over two 
dozen patients were in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 
at the time of  the fire. An official said that a probe has 
been ordered to check whether the hospital had fire 
extinguishing equipment installed and met the stand-
ard procedures prescribed by the Fire Department.

Bid to loot cash van foiled; se-
curity guard shot dead 
Chapra, Dec. 11 (PTI): Unidentified armed miscre-
ants today shot dead a private security guard of  a cash 
van and injured another on NH 102 near Mehiyamala 
village under Garkha police station of  Saran district.
The deceased identified as Santosh Kumar (45) 
aborted attempt to loot the cash van, Superintendent 
of  Police Hari Kishore Rai said. Six armed miscre-
ants ambushed the cash van which was going to 
replenish an ATM of  State Bank of  India at Garkha 
and shot dead a private security guard and injured 
another when they resisted the loot bid, the SP said.
The injured security guard, who was first admitted 
to Chapra sadar hospital, was later rushed to Patna 
Medical College and Hospital (PMCH), Patna for 
treatment, the SP said.

Rahul Gandhi elected 
Congress president 

Don’t give us sermons on 
democracy—minister to Pakistan

India, Russia, China for stable Afghanistan

Centre does not aid Bengal like other states — Mamata

Ryan murder : SC rejects plea for 
cancelling bail to Pintos 

Indian, Bangladeshi delegations to 
participate in 1971 war victory celebrations

No reason to resist setting up tribunal on Mahanadi — SC 
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Union Minister of External Affairs Sushma Swaraj with her Chinese counterpart Wang Yi and Russian  
Foreign Minister Serjey Lavroy at a joint press conference following the Russia-India-China Foreign 
Ministerial  Meeting at Jawahar Lal Nehru Bhawan in New Delhi.
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Congress party workerd celebrate after Rahul Gandhi was declared 
as the party president,autside the party headquarters,in New Delhi 
on Monday.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  11 
(IANS): Rahul Gandhi, 
who is putting up a spir-
ited campaign against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
Gujarat, was on Monday 
elected the President of the 
Congress, taking over from 
his mother who had helmed 
the countrys oldest party for 
19 long years.

The 47-year-old Rahul 
will formally take over the 
reins of the grand old party 
on December 16, two days 
before the counting of votes 
for Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh elections, the out-
come of  which could be 
a trendsetter ahead of  the 
2019 Lok Sabha election.

Congress leader Mul-
lappally Ramachandran 
told the media that a total 
of  89 nomination papers 
proposing the name of Ra-
hul Gandhi for Congress 
President were received. All 
the nomination papers were 
found valid.

“Since the withdrawal 
date and time is over and as 
there is only one candidate, 

as per Article XVIII(d) of  
the Constitution of  Indian 
National Congress, I hereby 
declare Rahul Gandhi elect-
ed as President of the Indian 
National Congress,” he said.

Marking a generational 
shift, Rahul Gandhi will 
be the sixth Nehru-Gandhi 
scion to helm the party, tak-
ing over from his mother 
Sonia Gandhi who steered it 
through an era during which 
it was in power from 2004 

to 2014.
“This is a historic occa-

sion. The handing over of  
the certificate of election is 
scheduled to be held on De-
cember 16,” Ramachandran 
said. He said Rahul Gandhi 
was a stickler for rules and 
was particular about ensur-
ing that the elections were 
conducted in a transparent 
and meaningful manner. 

“Both Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi never 

interfered with the election 
authority. We were given 
complete freedom to execute 
the onerous responsibility,” 
he said.

Rahul Gandhi, who filed 
his nomination for the Presi-
dent’s post on December 
4, had been the party Vice 
President for over four years 
since 2013.

Among the proposers of  
89 nominations -- all in sup-
port of Gandhi -- was former 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh who called Rahul 
Gandhi the “darling” of the 
party. Manmohan Singh ac-
companied Gandhi when he 
filed the nomination papers.

Originally 90 nomi-
nation forms were issued 
but one could not be filed 
as there were not enough 
number of proposers.

Hundreds of  Congress 
workers and leaders from 
across the country thronged 
the party office and celebrat-
ed the announcement of  
Rahul Gandhi’s elevation by 
bursting crackers and danc-
ing to the beat of drums.

New Delhi ,  Dec.  11 
(IANS): After the Pakistan 
Foreign Office said India 
should stop “dragging” 
Islamabad into its electoral 
debate, Union Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad on 
Monday retorted saying it 
should not give lessons to 
India on democracy as it 
is well known to the entire 
world how the neighbour-
ing country acts against 
terrorism.

“It is well known to 
the world how Pakistan 
acts towards terrorism and 
how few agencies there 
promote terrorism in India 
and in Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Ravi Shankar Prasad 
told reporters here.

The Law Minister said 
the BJP and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi win 
elections with the blessings 
of  the people.

 “Pakistan should stop 
giving us lessons. We are 
proud of  our democracy,” 
he said.

“Who will win the elec-
tions will be decided by 
the people,” the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader 
asserted.

Hitting out at Congress 

leader Anand Sharma, the 
Union Minister said, “One 
thing is very strange that 
Anand Sharma has given a 
statement yesterday (Sun-
day) that no such meeting 
(between Congress leaders 
and the Pakistan envoy) 
has taken place.

“But in today’s news-
paper there were entire 
details of  who from the 
Pakistan side and from 
Congress side attended the 
meeting,” he said.

He also said that it 
was “very strange” that 
such a meeting is hap-
pening when the Gujarat 
Assembly elections are 
going on.

Prasad’s remark came 
hours after Pakistan For-
eign Ministry said that 
India should stop drag-
ging it into its electoral 
debate and win on their 
own strength.

On Sunday, while ad-
dressing a rally in Sanand 
Prime Minister Modi had 
asked about the “secret 
meeting” of  top Pakistani 
officials at the residence of  
now-suspended Congress 
leader Mani Shankar Ai-
yar in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Dec.11 (IANS): India, Russia 
and China on Monday called for a peaceful 
and stable Afghanistan through an Afghan-
led and Afghan-owned peace process fol-
lowing the 15th Foreign Ministerial Meeting 
between the three countries here.

“We reiterate our support to the Govern-
ment and the people of Afghanistan in their 
efforts to achieve an Afghan-led, Afghan-
owned national peace and reconciliation and 
build a peaceful, secure, united, sovereign, 
democratic, stable, prosperous and pluralistic 
state,” a joint statement issued following the 
meeting, which was attended by External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her 
Chinese and Russian counterparts, Wang Yi 
and Sergey Lavrov, said.

“We share the view that a capable and 
effective Afghan National Defence and 
Security Forces (ANDSF) should be the key 
to the stabilisation of Afghanistan,” it said. 

“Noting the significant increase of  

opium poppy production in Afghanistan and 
the nexus between narcotics revenue and its 
financial support for terrorism, we empha-
sise the need for stepping up result-oriented 
international efforts aimed at countering the 
Afghan drug threat.”

The three countries also stressed on the 
importance of multilateral region-led inter-
action on Afghan issues, primarily by those 
organisations which consist of Afghanistan’s 
neighbouring countries and other regional 
states, such as the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), the Moscow format, 
the Heart of  Asia-Istanbul Process, the 
Kabul Process and the Regional Economic 
Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. 

To achieve peace and stability in the Mid-
dle East, the three countries reiterated “the 
need for a comprehensive, just and lasting 
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
on the basis of the relevant UN Resolutions, 
the Arab peace initiative and previous agree-

New Delhi, Dec. 11 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today told the 
Centre that there was “no valid 
purpose” in resisting the setting up 
of a tribunal to deal with the dis-
pute between Odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh over the Mahanadi river 
water-sharing dispute.

The court said it was “disap-
pointed” that the Centre had not 
yet issued a notification on the 
constitution of a tribunal to deal 
with the ongoing issue despite 
having submitted before the top 
court in October that a decision 
would be taken in this regard by 
November 19.

However, the Centre told a 
bench comprising Justices S A 
Bobde and L Nageswara Rao that 
Odisha had not participated in the 
negotiations on the issue.

“Are you (Centre) saying if  

they (Odisha) do not come for 
negotiations, a tribunal cannot be 
constituted,” the bench asked.

Odisha has been opposing 
Chhattisgarh’s plans to build 13 
barrages and seven pick up weirs 
(small dams) across Mahanadi 
river, in a plan to extract more 
water. Odisha has said this would 
adversely affect the interests of its 
farmers.

Additional Solicitor General 
A N S Nadkarni, representing 
the Centre, referred to a 1983 
agreement between Madhya 
Pradesh and Odisha and said 
there was a mechanism to deal 
with the issue.

“We are disappointed at this. 
We were told that you will issue a 
notification,” the bench said, add-
ing “you had made a statement 
that a notification will be issued 

for constitution of a tribunal. You 
had made this statement before 
the court.” 

When the Centre told the 
court that Odisha was not coming 
forward for negotiation in the mat-
ter, the bench observed, “failure 
of  negotiation has nothing to do 
with it. 

Odisha is saying they do not 
want to negotiate. If  they are not 
coming forward, it is failure of  
negotiation”.

Nadkarni told the bench that 
they had already filed a written 
statement before the court in the 
matter and a mechanism already 
existed.

The counsel representing 
Odisha told the court that no 
negotiation could be done in the 
matter and a tribunal should be 
constituted.

Chhattisgarh’s counsel coun-
tered the submissions of  Odisha 
and said they do not want a tribu-
nal in the matter and, as per the 
1983 agreement, a mechanism 
was already there which should be 
exercised.

“We do not see any valid pur-
pose in you (Centre) resisting the 
appointment of  tribunal,” the 
bench told the Centre.

However, when the Centre 
said it would argue the matter, the 
bench posted the case for hearing 
on January 16.

In its written statement be-
fore the court, the Centre has 
said that the ongoing dispute 
should be sorted out through 
negotiations between the con-
cerned parties.

The Centre has also said they 
were in the process of  finalising 

a bill to constitute a composite 
tribunal which would deal with all 
the inter-state river water disputes 
in the country.

The Inter-State River Water 
Disputes (Amendment) Bill 2017 
was introduced in Lok Sabha by 
the Minister of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Re-
juvenation Uma Bharti on March 
14 this year.

The Bill proposes to set up an 
Inter-State River Water Disputes 
Tribunal, for adjudication of water 
disputes, if a dispute is not resolved 
through the Disputes Resolution 
Committee.

The Odisha government had 
moved the court in December 
last year seeking an order asking 
Chhattisgarh to stop its construc-
tion work in projects on the up-
stream of Mahanadi. 

ments between the parties 
through negotiations aimed 
at creating an independent, 
viable, territorially contigu-
ous Palestinian state living 
side by side in peace and 
security with Israel within 
mutually agreed and in-
ternationally recognized 
borders”. 

On the crisis in Syria, the 
three countries reaffirmed 
that the only lasting solution 
was “through an inclusive 
Syrian-led, Syrian-owned 
political process which safe-
guards the sovereignty, in-
dependence and territorial 
integrity of Syria, in pursu-
ance of the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 
2254(2015), and promotes 
the legitimate aspirations of  
the Syrian people”. 

The three sides expressed 
concern over the continuing 
conflict in Yemen which has 
led to the killing of civilians 
and to the destruction of  
civilian infrastructure. 

“We call for urgent 
measures by the interna-
tional community to allevi-
ate social and economic 
situation in the country and 
to facilitate unhindered ac-
cess to humanitarian aid to 
all parts of  the Yemen Re-
public,” the statement said. 

The three countries also 
expressed deep concern over 
the ongoing tension on the 
Korean peninsula as a result 
of  the nuclear and ballis-
tic missile programmes of  
North Korea.

Kolkata, Dec. 11 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
accused the Narendra Modi-
led Central government of  not 
aiding her state the way it aids 
the others as her government 
opposes its policies.

“The Central government 
does not provide necessary 
monitory support to Bengal, 
rather they take the money 
away. We are still paying Rs 
40,000 crore every year as 
part of  the state’s debt to the 
Centre acquired during the 
Left Front regime,” she said 
in a public meeting in Bardha-
man district’s Kanksa.

“The crops were wasted in 
parts of  the country due to the 
untimely rain and flood. The 
Centre has aided Assam and 
Bihar but haven’t sent any aid 

to Bengal.
 The Centre thinks they 

would hit us economically as 
our government oppose their 
policies,” she alleged.

The Trinamool Congress 
supremo also accused the 
Centre’s ruling BJP of  talking 
in the language of  communal-
ism in Bengal but asserted 
that her government would 
not be provoked to reply in 
the same language.

“BJP is using the lan-
guage of  communalism. We 
would not reply to them in 
that language. We have many 
other languages to communi-
cate. We prefer to talk in those 
languages. Our government is 
for mother, land and people. 
It is not for someone specific. 
It is everyone,” she said.

Referring to the the brutall 

killing of  an Bengali labourer 
in Rajasthan, Banerjee said 
there are repeated incidents 
of  violence and hate crimes 
against the minority and dalits 
in the BJP governed states.

“What are they (BJP) up 
to? A Dalit family in Gujrat 
went to watch a cultural pro-
gramme, they were lynched. 

A person in Rajasthan 
protested against the banning 
of  the film ‘Padmavati’, he 
was hanged till death, another 
person came to work in Ra-
jasthan was burnt alive. Why 
would these things happen?” 
she asked.

Taking a swipe at the BJP 
leaders in Bengal, Baner-
jee said: “People of  Bengal 
should politically drive them 
away so that they can never 
come back.”

New Delhi ,  Dec.  11 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Monday dis-
missed a plea for cancelling 
the interim bail granted by 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court to the Pinto 
family in the Pradhuman 
Thakur murder case.

A bench of Justice R.K. 
Agrawal and Justice Abhay 
Manohar Sapre dismissed 
the plea by Barun Thakur, 
the father of seven-year-old 
Pradhuman who was mur-
dered on September 8 in-
side the Ryan International 
School in Gurugram district 
of Haryana.

Ryan group of schools’ 
Founder-Chairman Augus-
tine Francis Pinto, his wife 
and Managing Director 
Grace Pinto and their son 
and CEO Ryan Pinto were 
granted anticipatory bail by 
the High Court on Novem-
ber 21.

Noting that the Central 
Bureau of  Investigation 
was still investigating the 
case and was yet to come 
to a conclusion about the 
Pintos’ involvement in the 
crime, the apex court said 
the High Court order to 
grant them interim bail can’t 
be faulted.

“As on date, the CBI 
is yet to examine and ana-
lyse the role of  the private 
respondents (Pintos) in this 
case. There is no evidence 

of  their complicity in the 
crime and there is not even 
a pointer of  involvement 
of... (Pintos) in the alleged 
crime. Their involvement 
cannot be established until 
and unless there is some 
substantial evidence against 
them,” the apex court said.

Since there is nothing, 
as of now, in the CBI probe 
to point fingers at the Pin-
tos, they have “made out a 
case for the grant of protec-
tion by way of interim bail 
till the presentation of chal-
lan by the CBI, as has been 
passed by the learned sin-
gle Judge,” the apex court 
added.

Pradhuman Thakur, a 
Class 2 student, was found 
dead with his throat slit 
in the school washroom, 
minutes after his father had 
dropped him in the morn-
ing.

The High Court, while 
granting anticipatory bail, 
had asked the Pintos to 
join case investigation. The 
court had also barred them 
from leaving the country 
without its permission.

Initially, the Haryana 
Police investigated the case 
and arrested bus conductor 
Ashok Kumar. Later, the 
Central Bureau of  Investi-
gation (CBI) took over the 
case and arrested a Class 11 
student of the same school 
for the crime.

Kolkata, Dec. 11 (IANS): A 72-mem-
ber delegation from Bangladesh will 
participate in Vijay Diwas celebra-
tions to be organised by the Indian 
Army’s Eastern Command to com-
memorate the Indian armed forces’ 
victory in the 1971 war, an army 
official said on Sunday.

He said a 30-member delegation 
from India, including four serving 
defence officers, will join in an event 
in Bangladesh capital Dhaka to com-
memorate the Indian victory in the 
India-Pakistan war that led to the 
creation of  an independent Bangla-
desh, which was earlier called East 
Pakistan.

The Bangladeshi delegation will 
comprise senior Army officers, Mukti 
Joddhas (freedom fighters) and MPs.

“The Indian delegation will in-
clude -- apart from two serving of-

ficers from the Indian Army and 
one each from Indian Air Force and 
Indian Navy -- war veterans and other 
dignitaries,” Major General R. Nagraj 
of  Eastern Command Headquarters 
said.

December 16 is celebrated as Vic-
tory Day in Bangladesh and Vijay 
Diwas in India. About 93,000 Paki-
stani soldiers, on this day in 1971, 
surrendered to the Indian forces. 

The Vijay Diwas celebrations will 
commence here on December 13 with 
the arrival of  a Bangladeshi delega-
tion in the city. A host of  events have 
been scheduled for the celebrations 
in Kolkata, including a military band 
concert and a horse show.

On December 16, wreaths would 
be laid at the Vijay Smarak or the Vic-
tory Memorial by members of  both 
countries
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Istanbul nightclub attack sus-
pects go on trial
Istanbul, Dec. 11 (IANS):  Abdulkadir Masharipov, 
an Uzbek national who shot dead 39 people at a 
nightclub here on the first day of  this year, went on 
trial on Monday with 56 other suspects. Masharipov 
confessed to the mass shooting at Reina nightclub on 
New Year’s Eve which left 69 others injured, Xinhua 
news agency reported. The gunman was charged 
mainly with “attempting to remove the constitutional 
order,” “deliberately killing and deliberately attempt-
ing to kill” and “being a member of  an armed terrorist 
organization,” the NTV news channel said, as the 
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the shooting 
spree. NTV said the prosecutors are asking for 40 
times aggravated life sentences plus 1,555 to 2,397 
years in jail for Masharipov. They also want 40 times 
aggravated life sentences plus up to 2,385 years in jail 
for Zarina Nurullayeva, wife of  the gunman, and two 
others accused of  masterminding the attack.

US man escapes from Bali prison
Jakarta, Dec. 11 (IANS):  An American man jailed 
for drugs offences escaped from a prison in Indonesia’s 
Bali island on Monday, authorities said. Christian 
Beasley, 32, sawed through the ceiling, climbed a wall 
with a ladder and went down through the other side 
using a rope, prison official Tony Nainggolan told 
Efe news. Another American citizen, Paul Anthony 
Hoffman, serving jail term for theft, tried to escape at 
the same time but was caught by the security guards. 
The jail authorities are investigating where the escaped 
prisoner got the ladder and the rope. The police had 
arrested Beasley in August for possessing around five 
grams of hashish. Kerobokan prison houses more than 
1,300 inmates, three times its capacity. Jailbreaks are 
common in Indonesia, where most facilities are over-
crowded and do not have enough security personnel.

Saudi Arabia to grant cinema 
licenses from 2018
Riyadh, Dec. 11 (IANS):  Saudi Arabia announced 
on Monday its plan to grant licenses to open cinemas 
from early next year. Minister of  Culture and Informa-
tion Awwad bin Saleh Alawwad said in a statement 
that the industry regulator, the General Commission 
for Audiovisual Media, had started the process, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. He said the first cinema 
was expected to open in March 2018. The move is part 
of  a series of  reforms as part of  the 2030 economic 
vision that also includes a war on corruption.  The 
changes are also intended to gain up to a quarter of  the 
$20 billion currently spent overseas by Saudis, who are 
accustomed to travelling abroad to see shows and visit 
amusement parks. Saudi Arabia in recent months has 
organised concerts, a Comic-Con pop culture festival 
and a mixed-gender national day celebration that saw 
people dancing on the streets to electronic music for 
the first time.

Hundreds protest in Beijing over 
migrant crackdown
Beijing, Dec.11 (IANS): Hundreds of  protesters have 
taken to the streets in the Chinese capital to denounce 
Beijings crackdown on migrant communities, with 
chants of  “violent evictions violate human rights”, the 
media reported. Demonstrators gathered on the streets 
of  Feijia village, northeast of  Tiananmen Square, on 
Sunday for the small but rare rally condemning the 
eviction and demolition campaign, the Guardian 
newspaper reported on Monday.  It quoted activists 
as saying that thousands of  migrant workers had been 
forced from their homes in Beijing’s rundown periph-
ery since late November when authorities intensified 
efforts to drive “low-end” migrant workers out of  the 
city in the wake of  a deadly tenement fire.  Sunday’s 
protest was not reported in China’s Communist party 
controlled press but videos and photographs of  the 
event spread online, with human rights campaigners 
cheering the scenes. Footage showed crowds process-
ing through the community, which is just north of  the 
motorway leading to Beijing’s international airport 
and close to the 798 art district, itself  the target of  
violent demolitions in the past, the daily said. 

Duterte urges martial law exten-
sion in south Philippines
Manila, Dec. 11 (IANS):  Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte on Monday asked Congress for a 
one-year extension of  the martial law imposed in 
the southern region of  Mindanao, where Islamic 
State (IS) militants laid partial siege to a city for five 
months. Duterte’s proposal comes 20 days ahead of  
the end of  the current period of  martial law, and he 
has asked for its extension until December 31, 2018, 
with the aim of  containing rebels linked to the IS and 
the growing threat of  communist insurgency, reports 
Efe news. Filipino lawmakers are scheduled to meet 
before the end of  the year to vote on the President’s 
proposal. Duterte had declared martial law on May 
23, the day the Maute group took up arms and laid 
siege to Marawi, Mindanao. The initial period, lim-
ited to 60 days as required by the country’s Constitu-
tion, was extended until the end of  the current year 
by lawmakers in July. The Philippine Armed Forces 
liberated the city after five months of  clashes that left 
more than 1,100 dead and caused widespread de-
struction in the city that had a population of  around 
200,000 before the conflict.

Melbourne installs loudspeakers 
to warn of terror attacks
Melbourne, Dec. 11 (IANS):  Loudspeakers were 
being installed across Australia’s Melbourne city 
on Monday as part of  a major security upgrade to 
warn people of  terror attacks. The new measures are 
the recommendations of  a counter terrorism review 
that occurred after a number of  extremist incidents 
this year, reports Xinhua news agency. In January, a 
vehicle attack in Melbourne resulted in the deaths of  
six people, while in July a deadly terror siege killed 
two men, including the gunman, on the outskirts 
of  the city. Last month, a plot to gun down inno-
cent people in Melbourne’s Federation Square was 
thwarted by authorities. The $7.5 million initiative 
will also include extra CCTV cameras in the Central 
Business District and the construction of  more pave-
ment barricades to prevent cars from entering busy 
walkways. “The loud speakers will allow us to put 
out warning messages in the event of  an incident 
occurring whether it be a terrorist event or whether 
it be another mass casualty incident, or one that’s of  
high risk,” Victoria Police Acting Chief  Commis-
sioner Shane Patton told the media. “It will allow us 
to inform the public in the city where they should be 
going, what they should be doing and making sure 
they’re safe and understand what’s unfolding.” The 
police said the first test of  the warning system will 
commence on December 28 in preparation for the 
New Year’s Eve celebrations. 

Blast in New York, Bangladeshi-
origin man reportedly arrested 

Netanyahu urges 
European nations move 
embassies to Jerusalem

Putin orders partial Russia troop withdrawal from Syria 

Venezuela opposition banned 
from running in 2018 election

Anti-nuclear weapon 
campaigner ICAN receives 
2017 Nobel Peace Prize

20 killed in Saudi-led 
airstrikes on Yemen’s 
Houthi depot

Handling of Dokalam shows importance of India-China ties – Wang 

N e w  Yo r k ,  D e c.  1 1 
(IANS):  A bomb explod-
ed at the start of  Monday 
morning rush hour at the 
city’s transportation hub 
and a man, said to be of  
Bangladeshi-origin, was 
arrested as a suspect, ac-
cording to media reports.

Retired New York de-
tective, Wally Zeins, told 
WNYW Fox TV that ac-
cording to his contacts in 
the police department, the 
suspect was from Bangla-
desh and lived in Brook-
lyn.

WPIX TV also  re -
ported that according to 
police, the suspect was of  
Bangladeshi origin and 
he was injured when the 
explosive device went off  
and is hospitalised.

Beijing, Dec. 11 (PTI):  Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi has 
said India and China’s strategic 
interests outweigh “partial fric-
tions” and handling of the Doka-
lam standoff  through diplomatic 
means reflects the importance of  
bilateral ties.

Ahead of his visit to India to 
attend the Russia-India- China 
(RIC) foreign ministers’ meeting 
to be held in New Delhi today dur-
ing which he would also hold talks 
with top Indian officials, Wang 
said China always values good 
neighbourliness and friendship 
between the two countries as “we 
are each other’s big neighbours and 
ancient civilisations”.

He said India-China strategic 
interests outweigh differences and 
“partial friction”.

“We have handled the issue 
of cross-border incursions by the 
Indian border troops into China’s 
Donglang (Dokalam) area through 
diplomatic measures,” Wang told a 
symposium here last week, main-
taining Beijing’s stand.

“Through diplomatic means, 
the Indian side withdrew its equip-
ment and personnel which re-
flected the value and importance of  
China-India relations and demon-
strated sincerity and responsibility 
of maintaining regional peace and 
stability,” he said in his speech in 

Chinese posted on the website of  
the foreign ministry.

“China and India have far 
greater shared strategic interests 
than differences, and far greater 
needs for cooperation than partial 
friction,” he said.

As long as China and India 
continue to engage in in-depth stra-
tegic communication and promptly 
dispel strategic misgivings, the stra-
tegic value of bilateral cooperation 
will be presented more clearly to 
the people, there will be a “prospect 
of  the dragon and the elephant 
dancing together with 1 + 1 = 11 
outlook,” Wang said.

The references to India by 
Wang were part of  a lengthy 
speech about China’s diplomatic 
achievements in 2017 and its rela-
tions this year with various coun-
tries including the US, Russia, 
Japan and countries in the disputed 
South China Sea region.

Wang’s visit to New Delhi is 
the first by a top Chinese official 
to India after the 73-day Dokalam 
standoff and after the commence-
ment of the second five-year term 
of President Xi Jinping.

The over two-month Dokalam 
standoff ended on August 28 after 
Chinese troops stopped building a 
key road close to India’s ‘Chicken 
Neck’ corridor. India had objected 
to the construction highlighting its 

security concerns. The road was 
being built by China in an area also 
claimed by Bhutan.

Wang’s visit to Delhi is expect-
ed to be followed by top Chinese 
diplomat Yang Jiechi’s trip later 
this month to attend the 20th round 
of China-India boundary talks.

Yang along National Security 
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval are the 
designated special representa-
tives for the border talks later this 
month. Both officials are also man-
dated to discuss the state of entire 
gamut of bilateral ties.

In his address, at the sympo-
sium themed on international de-
velopments and China’s diplomacy 
in 2017, Wang spoke about China’s 
foreign policy outlook enunciated 
by the once-in- five-years Congress 
of the ruling Communist Party of  
China (CPC) held in October.

The 19th CPC National Con-
gress had charted the course for 
China’s external relations. Wang 
said China needs to create a more 
favourable external environment 
and stronger external impetus to 
create a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects.

“For China’s diplomacy in the 
new era, we will take a longer and 
broader perspective and be even 
more open-minded and resource-
ful,” he said.

He reiterated that “war is by no 

means acceptable” in dealing with 
the nuclear issue related to North 
Korea, stressing that the possibility 
of negotiations remains.

On ties with the US, he said 
“China is willing, on the basis of  
mutual respect, to live peacefully 
with the American superpower. 
The US needs to understand and 
accept a China that is following its 
own path of  socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics, one suited to 
its own conditions,” official media 
quoted him as saying.

He said the China-Russia re-
lationship has become a major 
cornerstone for world peace and 
stability, fairness and justice, and 
win-win cooperation.

On the China-proposed Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) he said 
it has become “the most popular 
international public goods pro-
gramme”.

Chinese businesses have in-
vested over USD 50 billion and 
created nearly 200,000 local jobs 
in countries that are participating, 
he said.

India has objected to the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) as it traverses through 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
CPEC is a part of the BRI.

On Wang’s visit to Delhi, Chi-
nese think tanks said RIC foreign 
ministers’ meeting offers Beijing 

and New Delhi an opportunity 
for face-to-face communication, 
which will effectively help both 
sides step out of the shadow of the 
Dokalam standoff.

“Admittedly, the past months 
have witnessed a downbeat narra-
tive between the neighbours rather 
than a positive one, but with the 
meeting, China and India will send 
a message to the world that they 
will return to a stable and peaceful 
track,” said Qian Feng, an analyst 
at the Chinese Association for 
South Asian Studies told state-run 
Global Times.

China and India have disagree-
ments on counter-terrorism espe-
cially when it involves Pakistan, 
and China is unlikely to give up 
its stance on this issue during this 
meeting, Wang Dehua, head of  
the Institute for South and Central 
Asian Studies, told the daily.

China has opposed India’s 
moves to get Jaish-e-Muhammad 
leader Masood Azhar listed as a 
terrorist by the UN.

Wang Dehua also said persist-
ent and honest talks between the 
two sides may help sort out differ-
ences on BRI.

China also continues to oppose 
India’s bid to enter the NSG prima-
rily on the grounds that New Delhi 
is not a signatory to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Valdimir Putin (File Photo)

He came to the US sev-
en years ago from Bangla-
desh, WABC TV reported.

Officials did not name 
the suspect, but said that 
he was in his 20s.

The bomb, which was 
likely a pipe bomb, did not 
cause much damage. Ini-
tial reports said that only 
four people were injured.

This is the second ter-

rorist attack on New York 
in less than two months. A 
terrorist drove a truck into 
pedestrians near the World 
Trade Center on October 
31, killing eight people.

The explosion took 
place in a passageway con-
necting trains in the Times 
Square underground met-
ro system adjoining the 
interstate bus terminal 
disrupting the modern 
commute for thousands of  
New Yorkers.

The Port Authority 
Bus Terminal was evacu-
ated and shut down as 
scores buses headed to 
the city from suburbs and 
other states. 

The Times Square sub-
way station, the city’s busi-
est was closed.

Brussels, Dec. 11 (PTI/
IANS):  Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Monday urged Euro-
pean countries to follow the 
example set by the US and 
move their embassies from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, thus 
recognising the holy city 
as the capital of the Jewish 
State.

Netanyahu gave a brief  
statement to the press along-
side the European Union 
(EU) Foreign Policy chief  
Federica Mogherini on what 
his first official visit to the 
EU institutions in Brussels. 
The visit happened for the 
first time in 22 years, reports 
Efe news.

“I believe that all, or 
most, European countries 
will move their embassies to 
Jerusalem and recognize Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital,” 
said the 68-year-old Prime 
Minister, insisting that such 
a move was the first step in 
securing peace between the 
Israeli and Palestinian com-
munities. 

“Jerusalem is Israel’s 
capital, no-one can deny it... 
It doesn’t obviate peace, it 
makes peace possible.”

But his visit to Brussels 
came at a time of  height-
ened regional tensions and 
global condemnation of US 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognise the 
contended holy city as Is-
rael’s capital.

On December 6, Trump 
broke with the tradition set 
by his predecessors by pledg-
ing to move the US embassy 
to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv, 
where all other internation-
al embassies are currently 
based. 

Mogherini, however, 
used her welcome address 
with Netanyahu to reiterate 
the EU’s staunch support for 

a two-state solution whereby 
Jerusalem would be shared 
by the Israeli and Palestin-
ian states, a foreign policy 
approach echoed by the UK 
and France. 

She said the worst thing 
that could happen at the 
moment would be an escala-
tion in violence, both in the 
region and globally. 

Calling for calm, she 
said: “Let me condemn in 
the strongest possible way all 
the attacks on Jews, every-
where in the world including 
in Europe and on Israel and 
on Israeli citizens. Increased 
tensions and violence would 
only inflame the region.”

Meanwhile, French For-
eign Affairs Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian and the UK’s 
Secretary of State for Euro-
pean matters Alan Duncan 
both that their countries 
would not recognise Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital.

Mogehrini stressed her 
support for the ongoing 
work of Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah II for his role in the 
Israel-Palestine peace talks, 
adding that she was to meet 
with the Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas in 
January 2018.

Israel has long cam-
paigned for the international 
community to recognise Je-
rusalem as its capital, which 
it says has been the capital of  
the Jewish people for 3,000 
years, since the reign of King 
David of Israel as told by the 
Hebrew Bible. 

The Palestinian majority 
East Jerusalem was occu-
pied by Israel by the end of  
the Six-Day War in 1967 but 
has never been recognized 
by the United Nations as 
Israeli territory. 

Netanyahu will also 
hold talks with foreign min-
isters of EU member states.

Moscow, Dec. 11 (PTI/
AFP):  President Vladimir 
Putin today ordered the 
partial withdrawal of  Rus-
sian troops from Syria dur-
ing a surprise visit to the 
war-torn country.

Russia first intervened 
in the conflict in 2015, stag-
ing air strikes in support of  
its ally Damascus target-
ing both the Islamic State 
group and other jihadists 
as well as rebels fighting 
government troops.

“I order the defence 
minister and the chief  of  
general staff  to start with-
drawing the Russian group 
of  troops to their perma-
nent bases,” Putin said in 
a televised speech as he 
visited Russia’s Hmeimim 
airbase in Syria.

“I have taken a deci-

sion: a significant part of  
the Russian troop contin-
gent located in Syria is 
returning home to Russia.” 

Putin, who was wel-
comed by Syrian President 
Bashar al- Assad, said the 

troops had helped the Syr-
ian army crush the “most 
battle-ready group of  in-
ternational terrorists,” ap-
parently referring to the 
Islamic State group.

“Our homeland thanks 

you, my friends,” Putin 
said. “Have a safe trip. I 
thank you for your serv-
ice.” 

Putin and Assad were 
pictured smiling and shak-
ing hands. Putin made the 
stopover at the base in La-
takia province, a regime 
stronghold, on his way to 
Egypt where he arrived 
later today.

Putin said last month 
that efforts to end the 
war were entering a “new 
stage” as the focus shifted 
from military intervention 
to political reform.

More than 340,000 
people have been killed 
since the conflict broke 
out in March 2011 with 
protests against Assad’s 
rule that sparked a brutal 
crackdown.

Caracas, Dec. 11 (IANS):  Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
said that the country’s main opposi-
tion parties were banned from tak-
ing part in next year’s presidential 
election, the media reported.

He said only parties which 
took part in Sunday’s mayoral 
polls would be able to contest the 
presidency.

“The other parties, Voluntad 
Popular and Primero Justicia have 
disappeared from the Venezuelan 
political map and today disappear 
completely because any party not 
participating today and that has 
called for boycotting the elections 
cannot participate any more,” Efe 
news quoted Maduro as saying on 
Sunday evening.

Refusing to participate in the 
vote were the following opposi-
tion parties: Accion Democratica, 
Venezuela’s oldest political group-
ing; Voluntad Popular, headed 
by imprisoned opposition figure 
Leopoldo Lopez; and Primero 
Justicia, headed by parliamentary 
chief  Julio Borges, all of  whom 
claimed that the election was not 
an independent manifestation of  
the popular will.

The parties refused to partici-
pate in Sunday’s municipal elec-
tions after denouncing what they 
said was fraud and numerous ir-

regularities in the October 15 gu-
bernatorial elections, in which 
Maduro’s PSUV party won 18 of  
the country’s 23 governorships, ac-
cording to official results.

Chavism, the political force 
behind Maduro’s government, was 
expected to win the mayoral races in 
335 of the country’s municipalities.

Despite the low turnout in Ca-
racas, Chavistas appeared jubilant 
on election day and the president 
of the government-supporting Con-
stituent National Assembly (ANC), 
Delcy Rodriguez, declared that the 
election was a sign of a “vigorous 
democracy” here.

A total of 19.7 million citizens 
were eligible to vote at 14,384 voting 
precincts around the country.

Maduro called upon Venezue-
lans early Sunday morning to “vote 
for the future” in the municipal 
elections, claiming that Venezuela 
is the “world champion of freedom 
and democracy” for having held 24 
elections since the socialist Bolivar-
ian Revolution was installed under 
the late Hugo Chavez in 1999,

Meanwhile, opposition leader 
Maria Corina Machado said the 
elections are “a null event” called by 
the invalid ANC, organised by elec-
toral authorities that are “fraudu-
lent,” adding that Venezuela is a ter-
ritory “under military occupation.”

Oslo, Dec. 11 (IANS):  The International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) received the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize 
at an awarding ceremony here on Sunday, for 
its efforts to give new momentum to the proc-
ess of abolishing nuclear weapons.

At the ceremony held at the Oslo City 
Hall, ICAN chief Beatrice Fihn, and Setsuko 
Thurlow, a survivor of the 1945 atomic bomb-
ing of  Hiroshima, received a medal and a 
diploma of the award, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“ICAN is receiving the award for its work 
to draw attention to the catastrophic humani-
tarian consequences of  any use of  nuclear 
weapons and for its ground-breaking efforts 
to achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such 
weapons,” said Berit Reiss-Andersen, chair 
of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, at the 
ceremony.

In a joint Nobel lecture, Fihn called on all 
countries to help achieve “the end of nuclear 
weapons”. “The risk for nuclear weapons use 
is even greater today than at the end of the 
Cold War. But unlike the Cold War, today we 
face many more nuclear armed states, terror-
ists, and cyber warfare,” Fihn said.

For her part in the lecture, Thurlow, 85, re-
counted her own experiences as a 13-year-old 
girl during the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiro-
shima on August 6, 1945, in which eight of her 
family members and 351 of her schoolmates 
died. She urged efforts to “forever eradicate the 
threat of nuclear annihilation”. Sanaa, Dec. 11 (IANS):  At 

least 20 Houthi rebels were 
killed on Sunday when Sau-
di-led coalition warplanes 
hit a missile depot in the 
Yemeni northwestern prov-
ince of  Hajjah, a Houthi 
security official told Xinhua.

“Nearly 20 fighters 
were killed and some oth-
ers wounded in the targeted 
site,” the official said, speak-
ing on condition of  ano-
nymity. 

The depot exploded and 
caught fire after being hit by 
more than 10 airstrikes, the 
official said, without giving 
further details.

The depot is located in 
a small military camp run 
by Houthi rebels in the al-
Raboo area in Abs district, 
which provides military sup-
plies to the fighters in Medi 
town, which borders Saudi 
Arabia. 

Sunday’s attack is the 
latest of a series of airstrikes 
carried out by the Saudi-led 
coalition fighting the Houthi 

rebels in a war of more than 
two and a half years.

The new escalation of  
tension came six days after 
the Houthis killed former 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh who had shifted side 
to ally with the coalition.

The security situation 
in Sanaa has calmed down 
after the Houthis completely 
controlled the capital and 
defeated Saleh’s armed sup-
porters. 

The capital’s residents 
began gradually returning 
to the markets and streets, 
as state employees resumed 
work in the ministries.

On Saturday, the coali-
tion airstrikes hit Yemen’s 
main satellite TV station in 
the rebel-held capital and 
killed four journalists.

The airstrikes also tar-
geted two popular markets 
in the north of  Sanaa and 
south of  the Red Sea port 
city of Hodeidah, killing at 
least six people, according to 
local officials.
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Hannibal Buress arrested for disorderly intoxication
Comedian Hannibal Buress was arrested here for disorderly intoxication. The comedian, 
who has worked in films like “Spider-Man: Homecoming”, “Broad City”, “Baywatch” 
and “Daddy’s Home”, was arrested on Saturday night here. The Miami Police Depart-
ment confirmed the news in a tweet, reports variety.com. The police responded via Twitter 
after a video was posted to social media that appeared to show Buress getting arrested. 
In the video, he is heard asking the officers to explain what he was being detained for. 
According to Miami Herald, Buress was booked in the Wynwood Arts District, which 
is hosting numerous Art Basel-related events, on a disorderly intoxication charge at 1:57 
a.m. and posted bail around 6 a.m. on Saturday. The incident began when Buress asked 
a nearby police officer to call him an Uber. When the officer declined, Buress went into a 
venue and the officer followed him, feeling he was too intoxicated. (IANS)

PTI
Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli with his actress wife Anushka Sharma during their wedding in Milan, Italy 
on Monday.  

Guns N’ Roses, Bruce Springsteen, 
Metallica top 2017 rock earning chart

MAAM to organise ‘Winter 
Melody’ in aid of cancer fund
Sensational singer Rosy Rensamgpuii from 

Mizoram, Incipit and Samaro to share stage  

Amitabh Bachchan scores 80 
million followers on social media

‘Change will happen if women start motivating each other’

Bruce Dickinson aims to reclaim  
Iron Maiden song for solo album TickeT raTes

Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150
Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Fukrey Returns (hindi)

5 pm: Baby Driver (eng) 2D

W
elcom-
ing the 
festive 
season 
in the 

town, the Mokokchung 
Arts & Aesthetics Man-
agement (MAAM) is 
organising a mega concert 
at the Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex on Tues-
day night with northeast 
singing sensation, Rosy K 
Remsangpuii of Mizoram; 
Nagaland’s own rock band 
Incipit and the timeless 
Samaro band set to enter-
tain the music lovers of the 
state. This was stated in 
a press note issued by the 
organisers.

The concert titled 
‘Winter Melody’ is said to 

literally herald the coming 
of the festive season in the 
town which is celebrated 
with much fanfare for the 
whole month. Mokokc-
hung DC Sachin Jaiswal 
IAS is said to grace the 
concert as the chief guest.

The releaser men-
tions that MAAM formed 
by some philanthropic 
likeminded citizens of the 
town had been hosting 
such events since the past 
few years. 

The MAAM is also 
said to have success-
fully hosted two editions of  
Miss Mokokchung Beauty 
pageant, a winter carnival 
and now this mega concert. 

Further the release 
mentions that MAAM  

started a fund for poor 
cancer patients admitted 
at Imkongliba Memorial 
District Hospital (IMDH); 
this Winter Melody is said 
to be organised towards the 
MAAM ‘Cancer Fund’ for 
the poor cancer patients at 
IMDH.

Besides, the main 
concert, there will be food 
stalls with barbecues where 
grilled meat will be sold 
at the venue, added the 
release.

Tickets priced at Rs 
1000 (admit two) and Rs 
200 (admit one) will also be 
available at the main gate 
of the venue.

The show is said to be 
hosted by Arenla Lemtur.

EMN

M
egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan has crossed a 
collective fan following 
of  80 million on social 
media.

The 75-year-old star is active on 
media platforms such as Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram, among others and has a 
personal blog on Tumblr.

Bachchan tweeted to express his 
gratitude to his followers.

“BAAAADUUUMBAAAAAAA! 
LISTEN TO THIS DEAR ALL Ef (ex-
tended family)... Collective social media 
followers reaches... Hold your breath... 
80 MILLION... 80 MILLION! Thank 
you for making this happen!” he wrote.

The actor currently has 31.7 million 
followers on the microblogging site, with 
27.6 million on Facebook and 6.2 mil-
lion on Instagram.

PTI

1. Diddy - $130,000,000
2. Beyonce - $105,000,000
3. Drake - $94,000,000
4. The Weeknd - $92,000,000
5. Coldplay, 88,000,000
6. Guns N’ Roses – $84,000,000
7. Justin Bieber - 83,500,000
8. Bruce Springsteen – $75,000,000
9. Adele - $69,000,000
10. Metallica – $66,500,000
11. Elton John – $60,000,000 (tied with Garth Brooks)
13 (tie). Paul McCartney – $54,000,000
13 (tie). Red Hot Chilli Peppers – $54,000,000

Forbes Highest Paid Musicians of 2017 List

B
ruce Dickinson says his 
prospective next solo al-
bum is half written – and 
he’s planning to reclaim 
his song “If Eternity 

Should Fail” after it was used as 
the opener on Iron Maiden’s most 
recent album The Book of Souls.

It’s not the first time one of  
his solo songs was re-purposed 
by colleague Steve Harris – in 
1992 the Maiden version of  
“Bring Your Daughter… to the 

Slaughter,” first recorded by 
Dickinson, gave 

the NWOBHM 
giants their only 
U.K. Number 1 
single in 1990.

“There’s 
half an 

album of solo stuff sitting on a shelf,” 
Dickinson told Kaaos TV in a recent 
interview (video below). “I just need 
to go and get some time and write 
some more material. I was half-way 
through doing actually a whole 
concept album, which was going to 
be called If Eternity Should Fail, and 
‘If Eternity Should Fail’ was the title 
track to my new solo album.

“And a bit like ‘Bring Your 
Daughter… to the Slaughter’ it got 
commandeered for Iron Maiden. 
So if I did do another solo album, 
which I think I will, I might just stick 
to my original plan and have it as the 
title track. It was the first track that 
I wrote for it.” He added that, if he 
did re-record the composition, “the 
feel would be slightly different, not 
very much though, from the Maiden 
version.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress Malaika Arora 
says that she has 
been brought up in a 
household where she 
was always taught 

to express herself freely and this is 
what she expects from others too. 

For her, freedom of expres-
sion is essential for both men and 
women and change will happen if  
women start motivating each other. 

When asked what motivates 
her girl squad that includes Karee-
na Kapoor Khan, Karisma Kapoor 
and Amrita Arora to be fit to fight, 
Malaika told IANS in an email 
interview from Mumbai: “Women 
should motivate each other and 
that is where change happens when 
women motivate each other, when 
women uplift each other, when 
women stand for each other. 

“You know it that woman is 
your worse enemy, a woman can 
pull you down, so I think it’s im-
portant that women should 
motivate each other.”

Recalling one 
instance, she said: “I 
remember an instance, 
when after my baby I 
was going back to be fit 

again. It was not an easy task for 
me, it was a challenge. I think every 
mother has to deal with it, but 
the good thing was I had people 
around me to motivate me and 
push me to do better and I think 
that really helps.”

The mother 
of one, who 
is a part of  
the Reebok 
Fashion-
ably Fit 
Fam-
ily, was 
present 
at the 
brand’s 
Fit-
ToFight 
Awards 
2.0 in 
Mumbai. 
The night 

witnessed the brand felicitating 
women nominees from across the 
country for their spirit and courage.

Malaika, who is currently seen 
hosting “India’s Next Top Model 
Season 3”, says that “for her, Fit-
ToFight is a daily approach.”

“It is not just about hitting a 
gym, lifting weights, touching 

the toes or bending. It is a 
way of life. It is physical, 
mental and emotional. 
Fitness is worship for me 
purely because it helps my 
mind, body and soul,” she 
said. 

Talking about women’s 
rights, the actress says that 
there are so many things that 
one needs to consider.

“We don’t speak out, we 
don’t say, and I some-

times even say 
that about 

myself, ‘let it be, forget about it’ 
because what’s the point but that’s 
wrong. We have to change that 
attitude as we cannot sit back and 
say forget it, what’s going to come 
out of it, we will deal with it at a 
later point. We need to deal with it 
in that moment and far more real 
and everyday basis,” she said.

And that’s the reason why 
freedom of expression is very 
important.

Malaika added: “My mother is 
someone who speaks her mind, she 
doesn’t think twice, and she is all 
for woman and woman power and 
I am again really glad that I have 
had that kind of an environment 
and I do have a son and, yet I do 
tell him to speak his mind and if I 
would have a daughter I have said 
the same. 

“For me there is no differentia-
tion in a girl child or a boy child. I 
am grateful that in today’s day and 
age, thankfully most of us are like 

that. Thanks to the educa-
tion and the upbringing 

that we have got 
and there is no 

differentiation.”
IANS

Virat weds Anushka in Italy

T
eam India skipper Virat Kohli 
tied the knot with Bollywood 
actor Anushka Sharma here 
on Monday, watched by family 
members and close friends. 

“Today we have promised each other to be 
bound in love for ever,” Kohli tweeted. 

“We are truly blessed to share the news 
with you. This beautiful day will be made 

more special with the love and support 
of our family of fans and well wishers. 
Thank you for being such an important 
part of our journey,” Kohli said. Virat 
and Anushka, who have been together for 
four years, chose the luxury heritage resort 
Borgo Finocchieto, a little over 100 km 
away from here, for their wedding.

IANS

Guns N’ Roses, 
Bruce Spring- s-
teen and Metallica 
have been named the 

highest-earning rock artists of 2017 
in the annual Forbes rich list re-
port, which concludes that, out of  
the 25 biggest moneymaking artists 
of the year, all but two made most 
of their income from touring.

While GnR’s Not in This 
Lifetime tour helped earn them 
$84m, that only put them in sixth 
position in the overall music rank-
ings. Axl Rose and his colleagues 
fell short of top-placed Diddy, who 
made $130m over the same time 
period. Beyonce ($105m), Drake 
($94m) and The Weeknd ($92m) 

were followed 
by Coldplay, who 

brought in $88m. 
Behind Springsteen ($75m) 
and Metallica ($66.5m) came 
Elton John ($50m), Paul 

McCartney ($54m) and the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers ($54m), 

who, at overall 13th 
position, were the last 
rock-related act to be 
mentioned.

Forbes noted 
that GnR’s five-
continent reunion 
tour helped them 
“achieve the 
rare feat of  
soaring 
into near 
nine-figure 
earnings 
territory 
without 
any 
major 
endorse-
ments.” 

They 
said of Springsteen: “Memoir Born 
to Run earned the Boss a reported 
$10m advance; an accompanying 
compilation album, Chapter and 
Verse, padded his total.” And while 
they agreed that Metallica’s 10th 
album, Hardwired to Self-Destruct, 
had achieved “commercial and 
critical success,” they reported: 
“[T]he bulk of profits this year 
came from the band’s World-
Wired global tour, which is set to 
con- tinue through 
the spring of  

2018.”
“[T]ouring 

is a massive 
piece of the earn-

ings pie for most big-

name acts,” Forbes said, 
“[O]f the world’s 25 
highest-paid musicians, 

only Taylor Swift (No. 
17, $44 million) and 

Jay-Z (No. 19, $42 
million) didn’t 

play an extensive 
amount of  

shows during our 
scor- ing period 
(though the latter is 
now tour- ing his 
latest album and the 
former is set to do so 
throughout 2018).”

Figures were 
calculated using pre-tax income 
from Jun. 1, 2016 to Jun. 1, 2017, 
without subtracting fees charged by 
third parties including agents, man-
agers and lawyers. Details were 
gathered from three industry bod-
ies – Nielsen SoundScan, Pollstar 
and the RIAA – plus interviews 
with “insiders.”

ultimateclassicrock
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Paolo Guerrero

Pep Guardiola

English challenger Gary Corcoran’s camp (R) has claimed World Boxing Organization title holder Jeff Horn 
(L) of Australia was a “dirty” fighter who led with his head and left his head in the clinches.
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Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, center, duels for the ball with Villarreal’s Alvaro Gonzalez, left, during the 
Spanish La Liga soccer match at the Ceramica stadium in Villarreal, Spain on Sunday.
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Taylor pays tribute to Crowe as record-equalling ton rocks Windies

Manchester City won because 
they were better—Guardiola

Banned Peru striker Guerrero 
vows to fight drug accusations

Suarez, Messi maintain Barca’s La Liga lead

Russians want to compete 
at Olympics, even as 
neutrals, says official

I am not ‘god of football’—Maradona

WBO champion Horn is ‘dirty’ 
fighter, taunts Corcoran

Afghanistan to play first Test 
in India, BCCI ignores Pakistan
New Delhi, Dec. 11 (PTI): 
The BCCI today rolled 
out the red carpet for war-
ravaged Afghanistan by 
agreeing to host the coun-
try’s maiden Test match 
but chose to cold-shoulder 
a cricket-starved Pakistan 
in its latest Future Tours 
Programme (FTP).

Afghanistan, a team 
that has made rapid strides 
in international cricket de-
spite the constant troubles 
back home, will play its 
first ever Test against In-
dia in 2019-2020, the final 
schedule for which will be 
worked out later.

On the other hand, 
Pakistan, which has been 
demanding bilateral cricket 
with India, was ignored at 

the Special General Meet-
ing which resolved to play 
more against the likes of  
Australia, South Africa 
and England. India and 
Pakistan have not played 
bilateral cricket since 2012 
due to political tensions be-
tween the two neighbours.

When asked why the 
new FTP does not say 
anything about playing 
Pakistan, BCCI acting sec-
retary Amitabh Chaud-
hary replied, “It’s a ques-
tion not embedded only to 
cricket and the BCCI but 
everybody. So, it’s futile 
attempting to answer the 
question.” 

Afghanistan earned the 
Test status, alongside Ire-
land this June, realising 

their five-day cricket dream 
after impressive perfor-
mances in ODIs and T20 
Internationals.

“Afghans were sched-
uled to play their first Test 
in 2019 versus Australia 
but considering the historic 
relationship between India 
and Afghanistan, we decid-
ed to host their first Test,” 
said BCCI acting secretary 
Amitabh Choudhary after 
the Special General Meet-
ing here today.

Atif  Mashal, Afghani-
stan Cricket Board (ACB) 
chairman, was quick to 
thank the BCCI for the 
gesture.

“@ACBofficials and 
@BCCI have agreed that 
Afghanistan will play its 

first Test against India. 
The exact date and venue 
of  the match will be shared 
in a joint press conference 
in due course. I personally 
thank BCCI board for the 
decision,” Mashal tweeted.

Afghanistan and Ire-
land were made full mem-
bers of  the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) in 
June, becoming the sport’s 
11th and 12h Test-playing 
nations.

Besides welcoming 
them into five-day cricket, 
the BCCI has extended a 
helping hand to Afghani-
stan on a number of  occa-
sions. The team from the 
war-ravaged nation has 
hosted its home games in 
India, most recently the 

series against Ireland in 
Greater Noida.

Rashid Khan and Mo-
hammed Nabi became the 
first two Afghanistan crick-
eters to be bought at the 
IPL auction earlier this 
year.

Afghanistan have come 
a long way since making its 
World T20 debut in 2010. 
They are ranked ninth in 
the shortest format and 
11th in the 50-over format.

After featuring regu-
larly in the World T20, the 
Afghans made the 50-over 
World Cup debut in 2015.

They played six games 
in the tournament co-host-
ed by Australia and New 
Zealand with their sole win 
coming against Scotland.

Manchester,  Dec.  11 
(IANS): Manchester City 
head coach Pep Guardio-
la hit back at Manches-
ter United manager Jose 
Mourinho’s penalty claims 
saying they won the derby 
clash 2-1 because they were 
the better side.

City moved 11 points 
clear before Christmas after 
the win at Old Trafford. 
They look strong favourites 
now to win the crown.

Mourinho c la imed 
United should have been 
awarded a penalty when 
Ander Herrera was booked 
for diving after a challenge 

from Nicolas Otamendi.
“Last season was the 

same. We won because we 
were better. In all depart-
ments we were better,” 
Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by ESPNFC at a 
news conference.

On the penalty deci-
sion, he added: “For me it 
is not a penalty first of  all 
because the intention of  
Otamendi is not to bring 
him down.

“When a team has the 
courage to have 65-70-75 
percent ball average pos-
session, it is because it is 
an honest team. Because 

Madrid, Dec. 11 (PTI/
AFP): Barcelona restored 
their lead at the top of  La 
Liga to five points as Luis 
Suarez and Lionel Messi 
struck in the final 20 minutes 
to edge out 10-man Villar-
real 2-0.

Daniel Raba’s red card 
on the hour mark for a wild 
lunge on Sergio Busquets 
handed Barca the initiative.

And their pressure told 
when Suarez rounded off a 
fine team move before Messi 
blasted home a second to get 
the Catalans back to win-
ning ways after successive 
draws with Valencia and 
Celta Vigo.

“In the second half after 
the sending-off we had more 
chances to win the game,” 
Suarez told Movistar TV.

“They played a very 
good game tactically and we 
weren’t precise enough, but 
in the second half we came 
out with a different mental-
ity to take the three points.” 

Valencia remain Bar-
ca’s closest challengers five 
points back, but Atletico 
Madrid also maintained 
their title charge with a 1-0 
win at Real Betis to stay six 
points off the top.

Real Madrid are eight 
points behind in fourth and 

Kolkata, Dec. 11 (IANS): 
Argentine football legend 
Diego Maradona on Mon-
day said he is not the “God 
of  football” but a normal 
footballer.

“I am not God of  foot-
ball, I am just a simple 
footballer,” Maradona said 
at a charity function here.

The 1986 World Cup 
hero arrived is in the city 
on Sunday evening on a 
three-day visit. 

Maradona gave away fi-
nancial aid and fruits to 11 
cancer patients on behalf  

of  a private organisation 
and was seen in a jovial 
mood. He was accompa-
nied by his 27-year-old 
girlfriend Rocio Oliva.

He also flagged off  an 
air-conditioned ambulance 
for the cancer patients.

On his arrival, a Span-
ish song was played as 
the former Napoli star, 
regarded as one of  the best 
footballers of  all time, was 
seen waving at the crowd.

A 12-foot statue of  the 
57-year-old holding the 
World Cup was unveiled. 

It will be kept at a park 
named after him -- ‘Mara-
dona Park’

“It’s just amazing. I 
have loved coming to Kol-
kata and I am very happy 
to be here again,” Mara-
dona said.

Maradona was wel-
comed on to the dias with 
a tri-colour garland and 
flowers.

He will play a charity 
football match against for-
mer India captain Sourav 
Ganguly on Tuesday at 
Barasat in West Bengal.

Brisbane, Dec. 11 (AFP): 
English challenger Gary 
Corcoran has claimed Aus-
tralian World Boxing Or-
ganisation welterweight 
champion Jeff  Horn is a 
“dirty” fighter ahead of  
their title bout in Brisbane 
on Wednesday.

In an extraordinary me-
dia conference Monday, 
Corcoran’s camp provided 
a laptop presentation to 
indicate that Horn led with 
his head and left his head in 
the clinches. It is Horn’s first 
title defence since he up-
set Philippine boxing hero 
Manny Pacquiao, the win-
ner of eight world champi-
onships in different weight 
divisions, in Brisbane last 
July to win the belt.

“Let me start by saying 
I respect Jeff  as a fighter ... 
they don’t give away world 
title belts for nothing,” 
Corcoran’s co-trainer Frank 
Greaves said. “(But) let’s 

get one thing straight. He is 
dirty. There is absolutely no 
question that he’s dirty.

“He’s leading in with his 
head, he leaves his head in 
there all the time. I just want 
to draw attention to that 
fact.” Greaves aired a col-
lection of  video highlights 
which he claimed proved 
his point. The trainer also 
taunted Horn by pulling out 
a baseball cap with a boxing 
glove taped to it before a 
bout of bickering broke out 
between the two teams.

Horn’s trainer Glenn 
Rushton hit back at the 
Corcoran camp’s claims.

“Jeff  doesn’t headbutt,” 
Rushton said. “What you’re 
not factoring in is all the un-
knowns -- someone moves 
their head this way just as 
he moves his head. “You’ve 
got two explosive fighters 
in Manny Pacquiao and 
Jeff  Horn, both very evasive 
and fast moving. Some-

times they both zig when 
one should have zagged -- 
boom, there’s a head clash.”

Horn also fired back 
at the suggestion he was 
“dirty”.

“Maybe I can change 
that hat to having gloves 
on the side of  my head to 
protect my ears from the 
biting,” he said. Rushton 
added that he will only be 
satisfied with a Horn knock-
out victory to send a warn-
ing to the rest of the welter-
weight division overseas. 
He also insisted he wants 
Horn to beat those main 
rivals -- Americans Terence 
Crawford, Errol Spence and 
Keith Thurman -- before 
going up a weight division.

British boxer Amir 
Khan is another who has 
designs on Horn’s world 
title belt and is expected to 
be ringside on Wednesday 
with a potential fight be-
tween the two next year.

Moscow, Dec. 11 (Re-
uters): Most Russian ath-
letes want to go to next 
year’s Winter Olympic 
Games even though they 
would have to compete as 
neutrals, an official of  the 
country’s Olympic com-
mittee said on Monday.
The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) last week 
banned Russia from the 
Games due to take place in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea 
in February, citing evidence 
of  an “unprecedented sys-
tematic manipulation” of  
the anti-doping system.

But it left the door open 
for clean athletes to com-
pete as neutrals.

“A majority of  athletes 
want to take part in the 
Olympics,” Olympic fencer 
Sofya Velikaya, who chairs 
the Russian Olympic Com-
mittee’s (ROC) athletes’ 
commission, told reporters.

“The Russian Olympic 
Committee supports the 
opinion of  the athletes who 
will decide to participate 
and also respects the deci-
sion of  those who decide 
not to go.”

Velikaya said no athlete 
questioned by the ROC 
had voiced plans to boycott 
the Games. “Everyone is 
preparing and hoping to 
compete,” she said.

President Vladimir Pu-
tin said last week that Rus-
sia would not prevent its 
athletes from competing, 
damping down calls from 
some for a boycott. 

He also reiterated Rus-
sia’s insistence that there 
was no state-sponsored 
doping system in the coun-
try.

Russian Olympic au-
thorities are expected to 
spell out their response to 
the IOC ban following a 
meeting on Tuesday.

In the weeks ahead of  
the IOC ban, more than 
20 Russian athletes who 
competed at the 2014 So-
chi Games were banned 
for life from the Olympics 
for allegedly violating anti-
doping rules.

Russia’s athletics feder-
ation, Paralympic Commit-
tee and anti-doping agency 
RUSADA remain suspend-
ed over doping scandals.

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 11 
(IANS): Suspended Peru 
striker Paolo Guerrero has 
vehemently denied using 
illicit drugs and vowed to 
clear his name in a bid to 
play at next year’s FIFA 
World Cup in Russia.

Guerrero, Peru’s cap-
tain and all-time leading 
goalscorer, was last week 
handed a 12-month ban by 
FIFA’s disciplinary com-
mittee after being found 
guilty of  consuming co-
caine by testing positive for 
its metabolite benzoylecgo-
nine, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

“I want to make it clear 
that I do not use cocaine 
and never have in my life,” 
Guerrero told Brazil’s TV 
Globo on Sunday.

“I have been a profes-
sional football for 17 years 
and had thousands of tests. 
I’m trying to keep calm 
because I know the person 
that I am. I did not use 
drugs or consume anything 
by being negligent. It’s all 
there for FIFA to see.”

Guerrero, who plays 
his club football for Brazil’s 
Flamengo, tested positive 
to the stimulant after Peru’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Argentina in Buenos Aires 
on October 5. The 33-year-
old was given a provisional 
ban on November 4, forcing 
him out of  Peru’s World 
Cup intercontinental play-

off  against New Zealand.
Peru’s victory over two 

legs earned the country 
its first World Cup final 
berth since 1982. Guerrero 
denied having consumed 
coca tea and believes he was 
a victim of  food or drink 
contamination.

“Football players are 
totally unprotected. I have 
to be careful with the fish I 
eat, with the water I drink ... 
because everything can be 
contaminated,” the former 
Bayern Munich forward 
said. “The amount (of  the 
substance) that appeared 
in my exam sample is very 
low. FIFA ruled out the use 
of  any drugs. Contamina-
tion has been scientifically 
confirmed.

“I would not do some-
thing so crazy as to take 
coca tea. I always ask my-
self  what I can and cannot 
take, which creme I can put 
on my skin, which shampoo 
I can use. Everyone at Fla-
mengo knows this.”

Guerrero confirmed 
that his legal advisors are 
preparing to submit an ap-
peal to FIFA and will take 
the case to the Court of  
Arbitration for Sport if  nec-
essary. Guerrero has been 
capped 85 times for Peru’s 
national team and scored 
32 goals. The 2018 World 
Cup will be played in 11 
Russian cities from June 14 
to July 15.

Hamilton, Dec. 11 (AFP): An 
emotional Ross Taylor paid trib-
ute to his mentor the late Martin 
Crowe following a superb century 
which put New Zealand in sight 
of a series sweep against the West 
Indies in Hamilton on Monday.

Taylor equalled the New Zea-
land record of  17 Test centuries, 
held by Crowe and Kane Wil-
liamson, and was unbeaten on 107 
when New Zealand declared their 
second innings at 291 for eight in 
the second Test. The West Indies, 
set a daunting 444-run target, 
were two for 30 after eight overs 
at stumps and staring at a second 
loss after their innings defeat in 
the first Test.

A teary-eyed Taylor attributed 
his success to Crowe, the former 
New Zealand captain who died 
last year from lymphoma at the 
age of 53.

“We had some good nights 
with Hogan (Crowe) over some 
red wine. Talking about my bat-
ting, and lot of  it probably not 
positive. It came from a good 
place and I guess that’s why I’m 
here today,” he said.

“Martin always got me to have 
goals and they weren’t there to be 
the be all and end all but be just a 
little reminder now and then.”

Taylor, 33, whose first century 
was also at Seddon Park when 
he made 120 against England in 

2008, said before the Test that 
Crowe wanted him to break his 
record. “Seventeen is the bench-
mark that Hogan wanted me to 
get to and beat. But he said, also, 
carry on and don’t stop there.” 
Taylor had a near chanceless in-
nings, and when he was dropped 
by Shai Hope on 35, he said that 
became a motivation to press on.

“I said ‘Let’s make it pay’. 
Sometimes you go through differ-
ent parts of  your career and you 
go ‘Dammit’ and you go through 
a bit of a lull, and that was the first 
thing I said to myself  when it hap-
pened. Very fortunate,” he said.

“I did hit it pretty hard though. 
Sometimes when you get dropped 

you say ‘Oh no’ but I was trying to 
convince myself  I hit that pretty 
hard.”
Batting to survive
Miguel Cummins led a feisty 
West Indies bowling attack, at 
times reminiscent of  an earlier 
era when they had bowlers with 
serious venom.
The only other New Zealander 
to pass 50 was Williamson who 
managed 56 before he was undone 
by Cummins yorker. But most of  
the New Zealand batsmen were 
hurried up by a salvo of  short 
balls.

“A lot of the batters coming in 
were under pressure straight away, 
which is never easy as a batsman,” 

said Taylor, who had partnerships 
of  58 with Williamson, 50 with 
Mitchell Santner (26) and 51 with 
Colin de Grandhomme (22).

But although the West Indies 
bowlers produced credible figures 
-- Cummins took three for 69, 
while Shannon Gabriel and Ros-
ton Chase had two wickets apiece 
-- batting coach Toby Radford was 
disappointed to lose two wickets 
before stumps.

“Obviously it’s going to be 
stiff  task, a couple of days to bat 
out. But we would have liked to 
go in with no wickets down, obvi-
ously,” Radford said while adding 
they would not bat for time in an 
attempt to avoid defeat.

he wants to play and that is 
what we have done.

“We are clear, we are 
open, we want the ball and 
we want to attack and try 
to win the game in the way 
we believe.

“The other can do what 
he wants but my players 
want to play and some-
times they are quicker 
sometimes they are faster 
but it is not a team to look 
for something special be-
cause we are honest.”

Besides ending United’s 
home record of  40 games 
without defeat, City also 
equalled the English Pre-
mier League record for 
successive games -- taking 
it 14.

“In December, you 
cannot be champions,” he 
added. “Of course it is im-
portant for our confidence 
to feel that we can compete 
on the biggest stages and 
have a huge personality.

“We are so happy but 
in three days, with no re-
covery, we go to Swansea, 
and three days after, Tot-
tenham Hotspur, so we will 
see what position we are in 
March and April but we are 
so happy to make 14 games 
in a row winning.”

Barca will have the chance 
to go into El Clasico away 
at Real in two weeks’ time 
with an 11-point lead over 
their rivals.

Barca host Deportivo 
la Coruna next weekend, 
whilst Madrid are in action 
at the Club World Cup in 
Abu Dhabi.

“I will be calm when the 
season is over and we have 
won everything,” said coach 
Ernesto Valverde of Barca’s 
commanding lead.

“There is a long way to 
go, but winning at places like 
this is important.” 

Indeed,  Barca had 
drawn on their previous two 
La Liga visits to the Ceramic 
Stadium, but nearly had the 
perfect start when Gerard 
Pique’s header came off the 
bar just four minutes in.

However, Barca domi-
nance of  possession was 
largely stale before the break 
as Villarreal posed the great-
er threat on the counter-

attack.
Nicola Sansone had the 

hosts’ best effort that forced 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen into 
a stunning one-handed stop 
high to his left.

Messi orchestrated the 
visitors’ attacking threat after 
the break as he constantly 
freed Jordi Alba down Bar-
ca’s left.

Paco Alcacer was de-
nied by Sergio Asenjo from 
Alba’s low cross before the 
left-back teed up Messi for a 

cushioned effort that drifted 
inches wide.

Villarreal had to survive 
the final half  hour a man 
light when Raba was dis-
missed for connecting with 
his studs on Busquets’ ankle 
as the Spanish international 
cleared.

Another Alba cross was 
turned onto the post by Su-
arez on the stretch.

However, the Uruguay-
an finally broke Villarreal’s 
resistance after exchanging 
a neat one-two with Alcacer 
to round Asenjo and net his 
seventh goal of the season.

And Messi secured all 
three points seven minutes 
from time as he was played 
in by Busquets to smash past 
the helpless Asenjo.
Atletico bounce back
Earlier, Atletico bounced 
back from the disappoint-
ment of being dumped out 
of  the Champions League 
in midweek to keep their title 
challenge afloat at Betis.

The hosts dominated 
possession throughout but 
were made to pay for their 
lack of cutting edge, as well 
as some fine goalkeeping by 
Jan Oblak.

By contrast, Atletico 
were clinical even in the ab-
sence of the injured Antoine 

Griezmann as Saul Niguez 
slid in at the back post to 
turn home Sime Vrsaljko’s 
cross with their first seri-
ous attack on the half-hour 
mark.

“They played some spec-
tacular football today, but 
we took advantage of  the 
chance we had,” Atletico 
midfielder Koke told BeIN 
Sports Spain.

Betis posed more of  a 
goal threat after the break 
but were denied by Oblak, 
who produced a wonder 
save to turn Cristian Tello’s 
sweetly struck half-volley 
behind for a corner.

“One team had the ball, 
which was Betis, and they 
tried many different ways 
to damage us, but the team 
was very strong defensively,” 
said Atletico boss Diego 
Simeone.

At the other end of the 
table, Malaga and Athletic 
Bilbao secured big away 
wins to ease their relegation 
fears.

Malaga remain in the 
drop zone but moved off  
the foot of the table with a 
2-0 victory at Real Sociedad.

Athletic, meanwhile, 
bagged their first league win 
in nearly two months 2-1 at 
Levante to move up to 13th.



The winners of the Final Warrior Fight League Championship with the organisers after the championship 
at the indoor stadium, Mon on Dec. 8. (DPRO Mon)

No club has won the European Cup three years running since Bayern in the 1970s, underlining how big 
an achievement it would be if Ronaldo's Real Madrid could get past Neymar's PSG and go on to win the 
trophy again in May.
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Ronaldo v Neymar as Real draw 
PSG in Champions League

Sindhu wants to end season with a title at Dubai FinalsFA demands answers after Old Trafford bust-up leaves Arteta 'bloodied'

Pakistan bans Jamshed for 12 months in fixing case

Final Warrior Fight League c’ship held at Mon

Nagaland Table Tennis Association convenes meeting

Ronaldinho planning 2018 farewell tour

Nyon (Switzerland), Dec. 
11 (AFP): Cristiano Ron-
aldo's Real Madrid will 
resume their bid for a first 
European Cup treble in 
42 years against Neymar's 
Paris Saint-Germain after 
the big-spending duo were 
on Monday drawn togeth-
er in a mouth-watering 
Champions League last 
16 clash.

No club has won the 
European title three years 
running since Bayern Mu-
nich in the mid-1970s, 
underlining how big an 
achievement it would be if  
Madrid -- 12 times winners 
overall -- won the trophy 
again in the final in Kiev 
in May.

Challenging them for 
the title will be a record 
five English clubs through 
to the last 16, with Chelsea 
facing the most challenging 
hurdle in the shape of  La 
Liga giants Barcelona.

Barca's Spanish rivals 
Real know exactly what 
it takes to be European 
champions, and in Ron-
aldo have the most prolific 
goal-scorer in the competi-
tion's history.

Emilio Butragueno, a 
Real director and former 
striker, regretted that one 
of the favourites would be 
eliminated so soon in the 
competition.

"For the potential of the 
two teams, luck has worked 
out this way and one of  
the two teams will be out 
at the last 16 stage, which 
we think is a bit soon tak-
ing into account they are 
two of  the contenders for 
the title," Butragueno told 
BeIN Sports Spain. PSG 
made waves in the transfer 
market in the close season 
when they signed Brazilian 
star Neymar for a world-
record 222 million euros 
($261.5 million), followed 

closely by great French 
hope Kylian Mbappe, who 
will cost 180m euros when 
his loan deal becomes per-
manent next summer.

"Every summer they 
have signed great players, 
they get stronger all the time 
and they have had a nearly 
impeccable group stage," 
acknowledged Butragueno.

"With Neymar and 
Mbappe they have im-
proved a lot up front, they 
are a very dangerous team 
who will demand 
the best of  us. 
We need to face 
both games like 
finals and for the 
fans it will be a thrilling tie."
Chance for PSG to atone
PSG ambassador Maxwell 
said the Real tie threw up 
the chance for the Parisian 
club to atone for their 6-1 
hammering by Barcelona 
that eliminated them in the 

last 16 last season.
"It's a good draw, with 

two good games to play," 
Maxwell 

s a i d . 
"Our 
fans 
will 
like 
i t 

after 
w e 

w e r e 

knocked out by Barcelona 
last season.

"It will be nice. It's a 
beautiful challenge for the 
club. I think we're ready 
for that."

Barcelona will be wary 
of Chelsea, the English club 
enjoying four wins to three 
in their 12 previous Cham-
pions League meetings, 
their most recent coming in 
the semi-finals in 2012 as 
the London side marched 
to the title.

"It is a good tie, the fac-
tor of  playing the first leg 
away can always help you 
a little," said Barca direc-
tor Guillermo Amor. "We 
are very optimistic, we are 

confident and want 
to keep going in this 
competition.

"We will see who 
arrives better for the 

dates of  the game. We hope 
we will be strong because 
we are facing a strong team, 
an English team that runs 
and is very physical but also 
has very good players."
Bayern v Besiktas
English Premier League 

leaders Manchester City 
play Basel, who have had 
some fine results against 
English sides in recent 
years, while five-time win-
ners and current Bundes-
liga table toppers Bayern 
Munich drew Turkish gi-
ants Besiktas.

Bayern's director of  
sport Hasan Salihamidzic 
said the Germans would 
not be underestimating 
Besiktas, who should enjoy 
some raucous support from 
the city's Turkish commu-
nity.

"We know how strong 
they are after we followed 
their games against Leipzig. 
It will be a difficult task, but 
we are looking forward to 
the unusual atmosphere in 
their stadium," he said.

"One always says that it 
is a disadvantage to play at 
home in the first-leg, which 
is right -- it certainly won't 
be an advantage - but we 
are strong enough to ac-
cept that and we will give 
our all."

England's three-time 
champions Manchester 
United face Sevilla, Liv-
erpool, five-time winners, 
will be up against two-time 
former champions Porto, 
and Tottenham take on 
last year's beaten finalists 
Juventus.

Juve vice-president Pav-
el Nedved dubbed Spurs a 
"very solid team".

"Juventus have been 
there (finals) twice in the 
last three years, it's some-
thing that definitely does 
not happen to everyone, 
for now we think of  Tot-
tenham and nothing else."

Unfancied Ukrainian 
club Shakhtar Donetsk 
will play Roma to round 
out the eight ties, with first 
legs set for February 13/14 
and 20/21 and second legs 
March 6/7 and 13/14.

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): 
The Final Warrior Fight 
League Championship 
organised by the Inter-
national Muaythai Alli-
ance Federation Inc-Mon 
(IMAFI-M) under the 
theme 'Persistent with Ten-
der Heart' was held on Dec. 
8 at the indoor stadium, 
Mon town.

The winners of  differ-
ent categories are as fol-
lows

Flyweight (45-48 kg)
T.Khongam - Gold

ChingnaiKonyak - Silver.
Bantamweight (48-49 kg)
H.ZangsheKonyak - Gold
Mankho T Konyak - Silver
Featherweight (51-55 kg)

HonjeKonyak - Gold

N.PangkumKonyak - 
Silver

Lightweight (55-59 kg)
Rajab Locham Nayak - 

Gold
Wangtah Konyak - Silver

Additional championship 
results

Featherweight (51-55 kg)
Pangying Konyak - Gold

Chahpa N Konyak - Silver

Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 11 
(IANS): Ronaldinho is 
planning a series of  testi-
monial matches with his 
former clubs before offi-
cially announcing his retire-
ment from football.

The 37-year-old has 
been without a club since 
parting ways with Rio de 
Janeiro side Fluminense 
in September 2015, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

He has since played in 
several exhibition matches 
around the world, includ-
ing appearances for Barce-
lona's legends team.

Ronaldinho's brother 
and agent, Roberto de As-
sis, said one of the valedic-
tory fixtures would likely be 
in Belo Horizonte, where 
he won the 2013 Copa Lib-
ertadores during a two-year 

Dimapur, Dec. 11 (EMN): Nagaland Ta-
ble Tennis Association (NTTA) in a press 
note has convened an emergency meeting 
of  all the team managers of  District Table 

Tennis Associations participating in the 
1st Nagaland Olympics, on Dec. 12 at 12 
noon at Tetso College. All team managers 
are requested to attend the meeting.

spell with Atletico Mineiro.
"We are preparing his 

farewell. We are looking at 
our options, but one of the 
matches is sure to be there 
(Bole Horizonte)," Assis 
told Uol on Sunday.

Ronaldinho's career 
also includes spells at Gre-

mio, Paris Saint-Germain, 
Barcelona, AC Milan, Fla-
mengo, Queretaro and Flu-
minense.

Ronaldinho was twice 
voted FIFA World Player 
of the Year and was a mem-
ber of  Brazil's triumphant 
2002 World Cup team.

New Delhi,  Dec.  11 
(PTI): Olympic silver-
medallist P.V. Sindhu is 
satisfied with what she 
has achieved so far this 
year but wants to cap a 
successful season with 
yet another title at the 
$1000,000 Dubai World 
Super Series Final starting 
on Wednesday.

After the high of  Rio 
Olympics last year, Sind-
hu continued her rampag-
ing run this season clinch-
ing the India Open Super 
Series and Korea Open 
Super Series, besides bag-
ging the silver at Glasgow 
World Championship and 
finishing as runners-up 
at Hong Kong Open last 
month.

“It has been a good 
year for me and I’m very 
happy with my perfor-
mance. I won two Super 
Series and a runners-up 
and also a silver at World 
Championship.

I have no regrets be-
cause I did pretty well this 
season. Now I really hope 
the year ends on a good 
note, that is at the Dubai 
Super Series Finals, I hope 
I do well there,” Sindhu 
told PTI.

“It is not going to be 
easy as all the top play-
ers will be playing in this 
event. Each match from 
the first round itself  will 
be very tough. So I will 
have to be prepared from 
the start to do well in 
Dubai,” added the Hyder-
abadi, who had reached 
the semifinals at Dubai 
event last year.

Asked which matches 
impacted her most this 
season,  S indhu sa id : 
“Each match was com-
paratively different and in 
the starting it was Sindhu-
Marin and then it was 
Sindhu-Okuhara at the 
World Championship and 
also there were other good 
matches.

“I think each player 
has a different style of  
play and every match is 
different. Well, not one 
in particular but I think 
the World Champion-
ship final impacted me 
the most.”

The 22-year-old In-

dian has played all the 12 
Super Series tournaments 
this season and she cred-
ited her training sessions 
which helped her to man-
age the workload.

“Training was going 
well and I had to be pre-
pared for every match. 
Every month we had tour-
naments and I am happy 
the way I have managed 
the workload.

It worked out fine for 
me,” said Sindhu, who 
played five back-to-back 
tournaments in October-
November.

B a d m i n t o n  Wo r l d 
Federation (BWF) has re-
vamped the international 
circuit and made it manda-
tory for the top 15 players 
to play at least 12 tourna-
ments next year.

Asked about the sched-
ule next year, Sindhu said: 
“I think it would be a hec-
tic schedule next year and 

we have to plan it out ac-
cordingly and play tourna-
ments because each event 
will be important and also 
we have other important 
tournaments such as Com-
monwealth Games and 
Asian Games.

“It’s just that we have 
to be prepared. I will have 
to sit with my coach and 
plan accordingly.  The 
scheduling will depend 
on the training sessions, 
how fit I am and how I am 
playing and also it’s my 
coach’s decision, so I will 
sort it out with him which 
tournaments to play,” she 
added.

Sindhu, who finished 
runners-up at the Senior 
National Championship 
in Nagpur, said it would 
be difficult to figure out a 
window for the domestic 
tournament next year.

“It depends on the 
schedule as 2018 would 

be very hectic. It would 
be difficult to figure out 
which month or which 
date it would be. It would 
not be easy for me or other 
players. It depends on the 
scheduling of  the tourna-
ments which I play and I 
will decide accordingly,” 
she said.

BWF has decided to 
trial a new kind of  ser-
vice rule next year starting 
at the 2018 All England 
Open Championships and 
Sindhu said they would 
have to practice it during 
training before playing at 
the tournaments.

“I heard about the new 
service rule. I think we all 
have to be really conscious 
about it, it would be imple-
mented from the All Eng-
land and we have to really 
practice it before we play 
in the tournaments but I 
think it would be good for 
everybody,” said Sindhu.

London, Dec. 11 (AFP): 
The Football Association 
demanded answers from 
Manchester United and 
Manchester City on Mon-
day following reports of  
ugly scenes that reportedly 
left City assistant coach 
Mikel Arteta bloodied af-
ter a fracas.

The Guardian news-
paper said Arteta was 
left with blood stream-
ing down his face after a 
bust-up involving up to 20 
players and members of  
staff  from the two clubs 
after Sunday's Manchester 
derby, which City won 2-1.

Referee Michael Oliver 
did not witness the scenes 
so the FA has not received 
a report on the matter from 
him but it has given the 
clubs until Wednesday 
to reply to a request for 
observations following the 
incident.

United manager Jose 
Mourinho and City goal-
keeper Ederson are report-
ed to have had a confronta-
tion after the game, while it 
is claimed Mourinho had 
milk and water thrown at 
him from the away dress-

ing room.
The home side are un-

derstood to have taken 
exception to City's post-
match celebrations.

The Guardian reported 
that Arteta's eyebrow was 
split open during the melee 
in a narrow corridor out-
side City's dressing room 
and said there were uncon-
firmed reports that another 
member of  Guardiola's 
backroom staff  needed 
medical treatment.

The corridor leading to 

the dressing rooms appar-
ently became congested 
as players and staff  made 
their way through it after 
the game, and tensions 
spilled over into pushing 
and shoving, with Arteta 
understood to have suf-
fered a cut to the head.

Mour inho d id  not 
make any reference to 
what had happened dur-
ing his post-match media 
work, according to the 
report.

Arteta was assessed 

Lahore (Pakistan), Dec. 11 (AFP): Pakistan 
Monday handed former opener Nasir Jamshed 
a one-year ban for failing to cooperate with in-
vestigators in a spot-fixing case that rocked the 
Pakistan Super League earlier this year.

Jamshed was allegedly the middle man 
between players and an alleged bookie. He has 
denied all charges.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) legal adviser 
Taffazul Rizvi announced the verdict, saying the 
investigation into fixing charges was still under 
way.

"The three-member tribunal banned Jamshed 
for one year for non-cooperation with the investi-
gation," Rizvi told media.

"PCB has not levelled any fixing charges on 
Jamshed as yet as there is another investigation 
under way against him in (the) UK."

Britain's National Crime Agency arrested 
Jamshed and one unnamed person five days after 
the spot-fixing allegations surfaced during the 
second edition of the PSL in February.

Former Pakistan opener Sharjeel Khan was 
banned for five years -- with half of that sentence 
suspended -- while his fellow teammate Khalid 
Latif was also banned for five years and fined one 
million rupees ($9,460) in the same case.

Khan was charged for playing two dot balls 
during the PSL match between Islamabad 
United and Peshawar Zalmi as part of a spot-deal 

in the City dressing room 
after being caught in the 
crossfire, the report said.

The victory, courtesy 
of  set-piece goals from 
David Silva and Nicolas 
Otamendi propelled City 
11 points clear of  United 
at the top of  the Premier 
League table, further en-
hancing their status as red-
hot favourites for the title.

Mourinho had accused 
City's players of  diving 
and committing "tactical 
fouls" prior to the game 
and afterwards he made 
an unconvincing claim 
his side should have been 
awarded a late penalty 
when Ander Herrera was 
booked for diving.

But City manager Pep 
Guardiola said: "We won 
because we were better. In 
all departments, we were 
better."

The incident at Old 
Trafford brought to mind 
the famous "Battle of  the 
Buffet" that erupted after 
United beat Arsenal in 
October 2004, when Arse-
nal midfielder Cesc Fabre-
gas threw pizza at United 
manager Alex Ferguson.

struck by Latif.
Spot-fixing is the practice of  

pre-determining the outcome of a 
specific part of a match in return 
for money.

Jamshed has played two Tests, 
48 one-day internationals and 18 
Twenty20 for Pakistan.

He was last included in Paki-
stan's World Cup 2015 squad as 
a replacement but was booed off  

by the crowd for being overweight 
and in poor form.

Another former opener 
Shahzaib Hasan is also under 
investigation in the case.

Paceman Mohammad Irfan 
(banned for one year) and spinner 
Mohammad Nawaz (banned for 
two months) have completed their 
sentences on not reporting fixing 
offers to the PCB.


