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There is nothing  
new in the world except  

the history you  
do not know. 

~ Harry S Truman

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 17°
Agartala 23° 21°
Gangtok 24° 08°
Guwahati 24° 18°
Imphal 19° 16°

Itanagar 24° 13°
Shillong 16° 14°
Delhi 27° 12°
Kolkata 26° 20°
Chennai 31° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 8°
DIMAPUR 25° 13°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 13mm 91%
DIMAPUR 2mm 81%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Tourists Ken Nathanson and a friend watch cultural performances at Naga 
Heritage Village Kisama on Dec. 9.

Govt-funded schools must have teachers, aides for disabled

Boney M: Nagas traditional ‘Christmas’ flavour comes home

‘Once election is conducted, everything 
goes wrong and we succumb to it’

UN rejects US recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israeli capital

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Dustin Hoffman accused of 
sexual harassment again | P10

Modi tears into Congress  
over tweets by its ‘leader’ | P8
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Hamilton crowned F1 champion 
at royal palace  |  P11

(From L-R) Boney M: Paulette Kerr, Jacinth Mhende, Tony Ashcroft and lead vocalist Liz Mitchell during the press conference at Hotel de Oriental Grand on December 
9 evening.

Members of the working committee of Naga National Political Groups confer during the ‘consultative meet with the Naga civil societies’ that was held at the Niathu Resort in Dimapur on Sat.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 9 : The Naga civil so-
ciety comprising some apex tribe bod-
ies, and indigenous minority tribes 
of  Nagaland, on Saturday suggested 
'solution to the Naga political issue 
before election,' during consultations 
initiated by the working committee 
of  Naga National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) at the Niathu Resort in Di-
mapur. 

Twenty-seven organisations—   
which participated in said consulta-
tions on ‘how best the Indo-Naga 
issue could be resolved without com-
prising the core historical principles 
as agreed by two entities on Nov. 17 
2017’—maintained that the sover-
eignty and integration of  the Naga 
nation should not be compromised  
when giving priority to negotiations  
and solution.

A representative of  the Eastern 
Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation 
(ENPO) said: ‘If  the solution does 

not fit our Naga society than Naga-
land will be at loss and while working 
towards solution, do not bypass the 
Arunachal Nagas’.  

Also, indigenous minority tribes 
of  Nagaland asserted that there can-
not be complete solution unless all 
stakeholders–both majority and mi-
nority–are included in the process. 

The advisor to the Naga Moth-
ers’ Association Rosemary Dzüvichü  
also affirmed the Naga mothers’ un-
flinching support to a solution while 
keeping the elections secondary. 

Though the civil society sug-
gested 'solution over election,' they in 
their address conveyed that it would 
not be  a correct measure on their part 
to provide final suggestions without 
consulting their respective commu-
nity. They expressed uncertainty over 
elections taking place before a solu-
tion if  it will hamper the Naga solu-
tion process.  

Considering the suggestions raised 

by the Naga civil society, the GPRN/
NSCN envoy to the collective leader-
ship Alezo Venuh asked the gathering 
to bring their collective suggestions in 
a written form before Jan. 15, 2018.  

Venuh, briefing media persons af-
ter the consultative meet, said that the 
event was scheduled for consultation 
with tribe hohos since the process 
was started with six groups coming 
together; and to keep continuity of  it 
'as every individual is involved in the 
process.' 

“We will continue to have such 
meet and we will go for personal 
meeting with tribal units and ask 
them to given in written form their 
collective suggestion”, said Venuh. 

The NNPGs received support 
to the current process from the civil 
society when they were called on to 
confirm if  they support the current 
process. 

When queried if  they have any 
problem with the state election go-

ing ahead, Venuh remarked ‘elec-
tion is not the issue but in our case 
once election is done everything goes 
wrong and we succumb’. 

“The NNPG had about six rounds 
of  talks with the government of  India 
and the next talk will be held next 
week,” he informed.

When queried about the possibil-
ity of  the process reaching the final 
stage to give rise to another 'frame-
work agreement'  shrouded in mys-
tery much like the NSCN (IM)-GoI 
agreement, Venuh responded,  ‘It (the 
process) belongs to the Nagas’ who 
are part of  it and every negotiation 
has its own time. 

'Definitely there will be a time 
where we cannot just neglect the 
whole points and ultimately people 
have to be part of  it. Our agenda is 
to look for a solution and in the near 
future our consultation will be with 
other Nagas and we cannot deny 
them,' asserted Venuh.

Hornbill day-nine: Tourists 
‘fascinated by vibrant Naga culture’

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 9 (EMN): The 
ninth day of the ongoing Horn-
bill Festival attracted a total of  
reportedly 50, 029 tourists with 
289 foreign tourists; 6211 do-
mestic and 43, 529 local visi-
tors to the Naga Heritage Vil-
lage Kisama.

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror at Kisama, foreign tourists  
said to have been impressed 
and fascinated by the oppor-
tunity to witness the colourful 
attires and performances of all 
the tribes of Nagaland all in 
one place.

On his first visit to the 
Hornbill Festival, Ken Nath-
anson from Hongkong – who 
came with a crew of ten mem-
bers – was full of praise for the 
festival, while expressing fasci-
nation with the ‘vibrant culture 
and tradition’ of the Nagas.

Nathanson said they have 
travelled to the Northeast states 
of Assam, Meghalaya and Na-
galand for two weeks which 

Mumbai, Dec. 9 (PTI): The 
Bombay High Court has direct-
ed the Maharashtra government 
to ensure that schools which re-
ceive funds from it have special 
teachers and attendants for the 
assistance of  disabled students 
and staff  as stipulated by statu-
tory rules.

It also observed that the 
state government is "obligated 
to provide meaningful oppor-
tunities" of  education and em-
ployment to persons with dis-
abilities.

A bench of  justices S C 
Dharmadhikari and Bharati 
Dangre yesterday directed the 
state to ensure that all special 
teachers and attendants ap-
proved by the state for the as-
sistance of  disabled persons 
were provided jobs.

The bench was hearing a pe-
tition filed by one such attend-
ant who had been appointed by 
the state authorities in 2009 as 

a permanent employee in a spe-
cial school for disabled students 
in Solapur district.

However, in January 2016, 
the government closed down 
the school without giving any 
notice or granting a hearing 
to the petitioner and other em-
ployees of  the institute.

The government also re-
fused to grant an alternative 
employment to the petitioner 
even though statutory rules 
mandate that any surplus 
teachers and attendants meant 
for special schools must be ab-
sorbed in other schools or units 
if  the place of  their work closes 
down for a valid reason.

The petitioner then moved 
the HC. He argued that not 
only was the state obligated 
to provide him an alternate 
job, but that it could not close 
down special schools without 
any reason since it received 
budgetary funds from the Cen-

tre for such institutes and the 
welfare of  disabled students 
as well as for disabled persons 
working as teachers or school 
staff.

The bench, too, noted that 
a previous judgement of  the 
Aurangabad bench of  the HC 
mandated the state govern-
ment employ a certain number 
of  special teachers for disabled 
students and also attendants 
for the assistance of  disabled 
students and staff.

"We are disturbed at the 
stand taken by the state and its 
attempts to circumvent the or-
der of  the Aurangabad bench.

If  the disabled persons are 
granted an opportunity at re-
ceiving education or employ-
ment, such opportunity must be 
meaningful," the judges said.

"Disabled persons require 
assistance. They are to be ren-
dered such assistance by ap-
pointment of  special teachers 

and attendants. Sometimes, 
these handicapped students 
or employees have to be car-
ried physically to the school 
premises.

"We are surprised the pro-
visions to provide them with 
meaningful opportunities are 
being made redundant by 
cancelling the recognition of  
handicapped units or schools, 
or by putting an end to the 
employment of  parties like the 
present petitioner," the bench 
observed.

The bench noted that 
following the Aurangabad 
bench's judgement, the state 
had formed a policy to appoint 
1,185 special teachers and 72 
attendants for all such schools 
across Maharashtra.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment argued that sometimes, 
due to temporary or permanent 
closure of  some special schools 
or units, there existed some sur-

plus teachers and attendants.
These surplus staff, the state 

argued, "could not be provided 
alternative jobs immediately 
since they can be employed 
only in special schools or units 
else we will lose out on the 
funds from the Union govern-
ment".

The bench, however, dis-
missed the state' argument, say-
ing irrespective of  the Union 
government's funds, the state 
was obligated to provide em-
ployment to such surplus staff.

"The above argument by the 
state is patently unsustainable. 
Even if  there are surplus em-
ployees, the state is obligated to 
provide them employment op-
portunities and reinstate them 
in nearby primary or secondary 
schools." 

The bench directed that the 
petitioner be immediately re-
instated in some other school 
in Solapur.

United Nations, Dec. 9 (IANS): 
The United States found itself  iso-
lated at a special United Nations 
Security Council meeting in its rec-
ognition of  Jerusalem as the capital 
of  Israel, a move that set off  alarms 
about the risk of  escalating conflict 
in the Middle East.

Eight of  the 15 members of  the 
UN Security Council, the organiza-
tion the looks out for peace and se-
curity around the world, had called 
for an urgent meeting on Friday to 
analyze the decision taken by Wash-
ington, Efe news agency reported.

A sense of  how isolated the 
United States had become was in the 
air due to the decision announced 
by President Donald Trump, who 
since his electoral campaign had ex-
pressed an obvious favouritism for 
Israel's stance on the matter.

"The status of  Jerusalem must 
be determined through negotiations 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
leading to a final status agreement," 
the five European nations said in a 
statement at the end of  the meet-
ing.

The European Union "has a 
clear and united position: we be-
lieve that the only realistic solution 
to the conflict between Israel and 
Palestine is based on two States, 
and with Jerusalem as the capital 
of  both the State of  Israel and the 
State of  Palestine," the statement 
said, indicating that until that oc-
curs, the EU will not recognize any 
sovereignty over Jerusalem.

The European statement was the 
only collective position issued at the 
end of  the Security Council meeting, 
which closed without a joint state-
ment or resolution of  any kind.

Meanwhile, the US envoy to the 

United Nations, Nikki Haley, de-
fended Trump's announcement and 
took the occasion to slam the Unit-
ed Nations for what she believes is 
its "hostility" toward Israel.

Haley said that for many years, 
the United Nations "has outrageous-
ly been one of  the world's foremost 
centers of  hostility towards Israel."

At the start of  the Security 
Council meeting, the UN special 
envoy to the Middle East, Nick-
olay Mladenov, sounded that alarm 
about the recent US decision to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as the capital of  
Israel.

In a videoconference from Je-
rusalem, Mladenov warned of  the 
"potential risk of  violent escalation" 
that exists following that decision 
and asked that all parties choose 
dialogue and avoid provocations.

Mladenov said that for both Is-
raelis and Palestinians, Jerusalem 
"is and always will be the centre 
of  their life, their culture," as well 
as the "symbol and cornerstone" of  
the faith of  many millions of  people 
around the world.

"Jerusalem is a final status issue 
for which a comprehensive, just and 
lasting solution must be achieved 
through negotiations between the 
parties," said the UN special envoy 
to the Middle East.

He was referring to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as the capital 
of  Israel, and said it has caused 
great "anger" among Palestinians 
and "anxiety" across the Middle 
East.

"Only through constructive dia-
logue can we hope to achieve peace 
and I call on all parties to remain 
engaged," Mladenov said.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 9 (EMN): After 
decades they are in Nagaland. 
Boney M. You know who.

The much anticipated 
show—Christmas with Boney 
M— of  the ‘70s disco greats is 
all set for Dec. 10 evening at the 
hockey ground of  the Indira 
Gandhi stadium in Kohima 
town. 

The popular German vo-
cal group, with a team of  seven 
members, has arrived in the 
state’s capital on Sat. led by the 
band's lead vocalist Liz Mitch-

ell.
The Jamaican-born singer 

Liz Mitchell was one of  the four 
original line-up of  Boney M. 
The band was formed in 1976. 
She is accompanied by her line-
up artistes Tony Ashcroft (who 
replaced Bobby Farell who died 
in 2010), Jacinth Mhende and 
Paulette Kerr, who have been 
touring with her since the late 
‘80s till date as Boney M featur-
ing Liz Mitchell with original 
record German producer Frank 
Farain. 

The other crew members 

are Mitchell’s husband Thomas 
Pemberton, general manager of  
the band; her son Twan Pem-
berton and Richard Bidgood, 
who are both sound engineers.

The international music 
show, which is the only major 
music event in Kohima this 
year, is expected to bring thou-
sands of  music lovers from 
across Nagaland and neigh-
bouring states.

Although the band had 
performed in India a couple of  
times in the past, this is going 
to be their first performance 

in the music-crazy Northeast 
region. The organisers have ex-
pectations about making it one 
of  the 'greatest' Boney M shows 
in India.

“We have come here with 
great expectations and we want 
to make it an exceptional and 
a fascinating music show,” 
Mitchell said.

Boney M was one of  the 
most popular bands of  the ‘70s 
and ‘80s, and as informed by 
Mitchell, on Sunday evening 
at the IG Stadium, they will be 
performing some of  their hits 

including Daddy Cool, Raspu-
tin, Rivers of  Babylon, Mary’s 
Boy Child, Little Drummer Boy 
and Brown Girl in the Ring, to 
name a few.

The show, as informed by 
Mitchell and the organisers, 
may last for an hour or more,  
'depending on the response of  
the crowd' on Sunday evening.

NOC’s Convenor 
Kethosituo Elvis Mepfhüo said 
that the show was expected to 
be a ‘Christmas family show’ 
for  all age groups, a sizeable 
part of  which will be from the 
older generation.

Before Boney M takes the 
stage at 6 PM, some local ar-
tistes including Mengu Suokhrie 
will start performing at 5 PM.

The ‘general’ tickets for 
single entry is priced at INR 
1000, while others willing to 
avail parking facility and light 
refreshments will have to go 
for the INR 10,000 ‘gold’ pass 
which will admit two adults. 
Children below ten years and 
accompanying their parents 
will be given free entry, the or-
ganisers said while informing 
also that tickets will be available 
at the venue.

To ensure smooth traffic 
flow during the concert, vehicles 
from the Wokha side and those 
proceeding to the IG stadium 
from the High School side will 
be diverted toward the new Sec-
retariat area through the High 
Court junction below Meriema 
village, it was informed.

also included the two districts 
of Mon and Mokokchung 
‘with the last stop at Kisama 
for the past nine days.’

Among all the other places 
and events, he said, the Horn-
bill Festival was the highlight of  
their tour. He commended the 
‘well-organised programme.’  
When enquired about how    he 
came to know about the festi-
val, Nathanson said a friend 
of his from Spain who had 
witnessed the festival two years 
ago recommended to him to go 
and 'see for himself.'

On being asked if  the fes-
tival was up to his expecta-
tions, Nathanson replied:  ‘It 
exceeded my expectations! It is 
an opportunity for us to witness 
all the 17 tribes of Nagaland in 
one place.’ 

He expressed hope to come 
back to the Hornbill Festival 
next year while assuring that he 
would certainly recommend to  
his friends back home to visit 
the festival as well. 

Another tourist, Yair Ketz 
from Israel said: “It was an 
amazing experience and inter-
esting to see the rich Naga cul-
tural heritage.”

 Ketz, who has been here at 
Kisama since day-one, appreci-
ated that the state government   
had been doing ‘a very good 
job toward promoting tourism 
in the state.’ He expressed a 
wish to visit the Hornbill Festi-
val in the coming years too.

Father and son duo, Rich-
ard and Tom Boyo from Lon-
don, who arrived on Saturday  
at Kisama were full of excite-
ment and expectation of the 
Hornbill Festival. According to 
them, they came to know about 
the festival through friends.

Tom Boyo said they were 
having an amazing experience 
so far, and hoped that they will 
get to see more of it on the final 
day of the festival. 



NSDF and two PwDs bag 
Samarthya award

Kronu dedicates foundation stone for hall  Youth from eastern Nagaland trained in equipment operation

ANSTA disapproves service rules and cadre review

AR nabs ZUF 
(K) cadre 
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Neiba Kronu and leaders of Kikruma village  seen here for a photo session after the dedication of a 
foundation stone for a multi-purpose hall  at Kikruma village on Sat.

Officials from the DUDA and Zynorique Initiative and trainees from eastern Nagaland.

Jacob Zhimomi and KL Chishi along with KAK union officials after unveiling a monolith at Kuhuboto town 
on Sat.

TN Das speaking at the consumer outreach programme on Saturday.

TRAI organises consumer outreach programmeGov. urges people to preserve 
language, culture heritage  
Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
made an ardent appeal not 
to forget one’s language, 
roots and traditions as they 
represent our identity who 
we are. He also encouraged 
the youth to popularise the 
rich cultural heritage and 
teach the younger genera-
tion so that the traditions 
and customs are not lost. 

Acharya said this in 
his address during the 
folk music festival at St. 
Joseph’s School ground, 
Viswema, on Dec. 9, or-
ganised by Pavo Students’ 
Union (PSU). He was ac-
companied by the Gover-
nor of  Arunachal Pradesh 

Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra 
(Retd.) 

Acharya has appreci-
ated the youth for taking 
keen interest in preserv-
ing folk music and other 
traditional practices. He 
encouraged the youth to 
popularise the rich cultural 
heritage and to also teach 
the younger generation in 
order conserve the tradi-
tions and customs. 

Acharya also called 
upon the students to start 
taking skill based courses 
for all round development 
and also to be employed. 
Stating that a stagnation 
point has been reached in 
the government job sec-

tor, the Governor encour-
aged the students to take 
up job oriented courses 
and to be examples for 
others. While explaining 
that there are various gov-
ernment schemes to help 
entrepreneurs establish 
their business and also to 
help them stand on their 
feet, he encouraged the 
youth to avail such op-
portunities. 

Governor of  Arunach-
al Pradesh Brigadier (Dr) 
BD Mishra (Retd.), in his 
speech, said such colourful 
attires, songs and dances 
should be preserved and 
promoted. He congratu-
lated the Pavo students for 

organising such an event.  
In her welcome ad-

dress, president pf  Pavo 
Students Union, Vizovonu 
Janet Chaya explained that 
the main objective for or-
ganising the music fest was 
to preserve and popularise 
the diverse music forms of  
Viswema, to promote the 
rich cultural heritage and 
to promote tourism. She 
added that the festival was 
organised with the hope 
to bring people of  all age 
together from all parts of  
Viswema. 

Various forms of  folk 
music, dance and practices 
were showcased during the 
festival.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
With an aim to create 
awareness among the tele-
com and broadcasting con-
sumers about their rights 
and privileges, a consumer 
outreach programme was 
organised by Telecom Reg-
ulatory Authority of  India 
(TRAI) in the conference 
hall of  the new directo-
rate’s  building, department 
of  IT and Communication, 
Kohima, on Dec. 9.

TN Das, joint advisor 
of  TRAI, Kolkota, in his 
keynote address said the 
programme was organised 
to create awareness among 
telecom, broadcasting con-
sumers and stakeholders 
about TRAI’s initiative 
while also keeping in mind 
to educate consumers and 
take feedbacks from Na-
galand.

In his presentation, 
he said subscribers could 
deactivate Value Added 
Services (VAS) by call-
ing the toll-free number 

155223 or send (STOP). 
The telemarketing calls or 
messages could be opted 
out by calling or sending an 
SMS (‘START<space>0) 
to the number 1909, he 
informed.

On tower frauds, he 
said TRAI receives a lot of  
complaints of  fraud com-
panies promising high rent 
for setting up of  tower but 
vanish after taking mon-
ey for setting up in the 
name of  government fee 
or taxes. Urging the public 
to be more cautious, he 
said TRAI has no role in 
the installation of  mobile 
towers. 

Das  a l so  sa id  408 
consumer outreach pro-
grammes were held across 
the country in the last two 
years and 96 programmes 
were planned for the year 
2017-18.

He also gave a brief  
presentation on tariffs and 
account/usage informa-
tion, mobile data services, 
unsolicited commercial 

communications, mobile 
number portability, broad-
casting services. 

KD Vizo, commission-
er-secretary of  information 
technology and communi-
cation, said many of  the 
activities undertaken by 
TRAI were hardly imple-
mented in places like Na-
galand because TRAI has 
never visited the state in 
the past. However with the 
new initiative, he hoped the 
programme won’t be their 
last visit.

He also noted on some 
key issues faced by Naga-
land which needed imme-
diate attention of  TRAI so 
that the message might be 
carried to higher authori-
ties and take necessary ac-
tions at the earliest.

Pointing out that the 
progress is still very slow in 
Nagaland despite the GoI 
notification for mandatory 
linking of  Aadhaar mobile 
numbers, he asked TRAI 
to instruct Telecom Service 
Providers (TSPs) to set up 

stalls in important public 
places to speed up the proc-
ess at the earliest.

Also stating that tel-
ecom business is one of  
the few successful business 
models in the state, but 
the TSPs were reluctant to 
outsource their customer 
support and VAS to the 
state Business Process Out-
sourcing (BPO), he urged 
TRAI to advice them to 
create employment and 
service opportunities to the 
local youth.

With lack of  connectiv-
ity in the remote areas, he 
said TRAI should strictly 
enforce telecom licensing 
mobile and internet facili-
ties conditions so that even 
the remote areas in the 
state are also given basic 
facilities.

He hoped that through 
the visit, TSPs would be 
made to understand that 
they are here not just for 
making profits but also 
have service obligation to 
the people.  

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The Kuhuboto-Aghu-
naqa-Khaghaboto Union 
(KAKU) celebrated its sil-
ver jubilee at Kuhuboto 
town on Dec. 9 with MLA 
Jacob Zhimomi as the chief  
guest who also unveiled the 
jubilee’s commemorative   
monolith.

Addressing a gathering 
comprising of  KAK mem-
bers, GBs and leaders of  
the three areas, Jacob con-
gratulated the union on cel-
ebrating silver jubilee and 
paid respect to the pioneers 
who started the union 25 
years ago and worked for 
the welfare of  the people in 
various capacities. 

He said jubilee is the 
time to retrospect and re-
new commitment for which 
the union was formed and 
to strive for the betterment 

of  the people without any 
biasness.

Stating that the society 
needs drastic change, he 
said it was the responsibil-
ity of  all individuals to 
bring about the change in 
the society. He also called 
upon the public leaders to 
prioritise development of  
the society and work col-
lectively by supporting one 
another. 

Jacob also called upon 
the people to seriously pon-
der upon the initiative of  
NBCC for clean election 
and to resolve themselves 
to adhere to the pledge of  
the churches council so as 
to pave way for a changed 
society. 

KAK founding mem-
bers namely Dr. Nihoto P. 
Chishi, head GB of  Nihoto 
village and union political 

advisor, and Dr. LK Achu-
mi, head GB of  Luhevi 
village and union legal 
advisor, delivered short 
speeches. Outgoing KAK 
union president Shiwoto 
Yepthomi also spoke on the 
occasion.

Rev.  Dr.  Hevukhu 
Achumi,  WSBAK ex-
ecutive secretary, offered 
dedicatory prayer for jubi-
lee monolith, while Rev. 
Nikheto Kiho, WSBAK 
mission promoter, released 
the jubilee souvenir and 
prayed for the office bear-
ers and members of  the 
union.

Former chief  minister 
KL Chishi also attended 
the function. A new team 
of  office bearers led by 
Apeto Assumi, head GB 
Khutovi village as presi-
dent, was also installed.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Basing on specific informa-
tion regarding presence of  
ZUF (K) cadres, troops of  
36 Assam Rifles along with 
police representative launched 
an operation and arrested one 
person from New Jalukie on 
Dec. 7.

The accused was identi-
fied as ‘ss sergeant major’ 
Haijowang (28) of ZUF (K), 
son of  late Rangswang. AR 
release stated that the accused 
had revealed his activities in 
carrying out recruitment for 
the ‘ZUF (K)’ faction. The ac-
cused has been handed over to 
Jalukie Police Station for fur-
ther investigation, it added.

honest and hardworking 
and become successful en-
trepreneurs with the knowl-
edge gained through the 
training.

Dr. Anungla Phom, 
Joint Director DUDA, 
stated that the department 
organises training every 
year for the four districts 
of  eastern Nagaland. Stat-

ing that DUDA is a peo-
ple’s department, she urged 
upon the people of  the 
region to come forward 
with ideas and suggestions 
and work together for the 
betterment of  the eastern 
Nagaland.   

Team leaders of  the 
three groups stated that 
they have been benefited 

a lot from the one-month 
training programme, adding 
they would carrying home 
good memories how they 
were trained on various 
heavy machineries. They 
also thanked the DUDA 
for conducting the train-
ing programme and hoped 
more such trainings would 
be organised in the future.  

In his vote of  thanks, 
Richard Belho, chairman 
of  Zynorique Initiatives, 
expressed appreciation to 
all trainees for attending 
the programme with disci-
pline and dedication. He 
also conveyed gratitude to 
all those who have helped 
to make the training pro-
gramme a success.

Kohima, Dec 9. (EMN):  
The minister of  Environ-
ment, Forest & Climate 
Change Neiba Kronu, on 
Dec. 9 dedicated a foun-
dation stone for Kikruma 
village’s multi-purpose 
hall under Pfutsero sub-
division in Phek district.

In his speech, Kronu 
opined that an early so-
lution to the Indo-Naga 
political would serve best 
for the Naga people. He 
lamented that develop-

mental works throughout 
the state due to political 
instability.

Despite the prevailing 
situation in the state, the 
minister assured his utmost 
to bring about development 
in the area even in the days 
to come. The minister also 
called upon the people of  
the area to work together 
for the overall development 
of  the Naga society.

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by Vehuswu Vero, 

VCM Kikruma, while 
the invocation prayer was 
pronounced by Dzutholu 
Kezo, pastor of  KBC. Short 
speeches were also delivered 
by Vezota Kezo, chairman 
of  Kikruma village coun-
cil, and Netsozu Tunyi, 
president NPF Kikruma. 
The vote of  thanks was 
delivered by Krocho Thira, 
Head GB of  Kikruma and 
the benediction was said by 
Chikrozhoyo Puro, former 
pastor of  CRC, Kikruma.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland School Teachers 
Association (ANSTA) has dis-
approved the new service rules 
& cadre review notification of  
School Education department 
published in Nagaland Gazette 
on Nov. 29.

A release issued by ANSTA 
president, Ponchulo Wanth 
and general secretary, Visato 
Koso, stated that the associa-
tion has disapprove as the same 
exercise had been done with-
out having any discussion and 
consultation with the associa-
tion and stakeholders wherein 
so many reduction of  avenues 

(as under) have been made for 
secondary-elementary section 
of  the department.

The ANSTA pointed out 
that the major points of  disa-
greement in the notification 
are;
1. Down up-gradation of  grad-

uate teachers pay band 
from 9300-34800 to 5200-
20200 which is in terms of  
Rs. 4100 less than the exist-
ing PB and grade pay from 
4200 to 3400, a difference 
of  Rs. 800 less.

2. Encadrement of  Principal 
Director to IAS cadre.

3. Reduction of  Joint Director 

post/DEO from 19 to12.
4. Reduction of  253 HM Post 

to 177 i.e. 76 post of  HM 
reduced.

5. HM & AHM to be with-
drawn from composite 
GHSS by way of  transfer 
and cessation of  posting.

6. The post of  SDEO/Asst. 
Director post are further 
classified into Junior and 
Senior giving different 
Grade.

7. The Association has been 
fighting for poor avenues 
and step motherly treatment 
of  Secondary-Elementary 
section by the Government 

but the present notification 
further reduced the avenues 
of  the section.
“The fact of  the matter is 

that revision of  service rules or 
cadre review comes in a while 
(after 10/15 years) in other to 
improve/upgrade the existing 
system in view of  prices esca-
lation and changing situation. 
However as far as the present 
notification is concerned, it 
has reduced/downgraded the 
avenues instead of  improving 
it,” the release stated.

The association said it will 
never accept the notification 
in its present form if  it is im-

plemented as it is, as it will 
adversely affect the employees 
of  the concerned sections. 
Therefore, the ANSTA urged 
upon the authority to review 
the defective areas of  the no-
tification as pointed out above 
before it is being legislated. 

Meanwhile, the association 
also informed all its members 
across the state to be mentally 
prepared for any eventuality 
as another phase of  state wide 
agitation against the indiffer-
ent attitude of  government 
towards teaching community 
is eminent if  government failed 
to do the needful in time.

Women march with church flags during the inauguration of the Northern Angami Christian Revival Churches 
Thenuko Krotho’s silver jubilee at Meriema village.

CRC northern Angami women jubilee celebration commences

KAK union celebrates silver jubilee 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
A three-day Northern An-
gami Christian Revival 
Churches Thenuko Krot-
ho’s silver jubilee celebra-
tion has commenced on 
Friday at Meriema village. 
The event is being hosted 
by the Christian Revival 
Church, Meriema village

The monolith in com-
memoration of  the jubilee 
was inaugurated by Rev. 
Dr. Luozilie Sanchu. 

The speaker of  the in-
augural session, Rev. Levi 
Rio spoke on theme “Re-
member the former things 
of  old (Isaiah 46:9).” In 
his message, the Rev. called 
upon the congregation to 
acknowledge the love of  

uo Mhasi. 
Highlights of  the pro-

gramme included chore-
ography by Sunday school 
CRC Meriema, special 
songs by Jr. Ce CRC High 
School Area, Chede Model 
Thenuko Krotho, and Di-
homa Thenuko Krotho. 
Choir for the session were 
Rüsoma CRC Thenuko 
Krotho and CRC Chede 
Bawe Thenuko Krotho 

The session was led 
by Zekuovonuo Mhasi 
while welcome note was 
delivered by Neilakuolie 
Huozha, pastor CRC Mer-
iema. Praise and worship 
was led by Kekhriesetuo 
Keditsu and team of  CRC 
Meriema.

God. He also urged them 
to repent and receive the 
fruit of  Holy Spirit. 

Around 800 delegates 
from 30 affiliated churches 
is said to have attended the 

inaugural session. 
The jubilee souvenir 

was released by Zekuovon-

Kohima, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
In a first of its kind, Depart-
ment of  Under Developed 
Areas (DUDA) in collab-
oration with Zynorique 
Initiatives had organised 
a month-long programme 
training in heavy construc-
tion and equipment opera-
tion under DUDA, UDAP 
2016-17.  

Altogether 36 train-
ees from Mon, Tuensang, 
Longleng and Kiphire dis-
tricts attended the training 
and were conferred certifi-
cates on completion of the 
training.  

DUDA’s Director KS 
Anden Konyak, addressing 
the valedictory function 
on November 9, said that 
the department had con-
ducted the training course 
on heavy construction and 
equipment operator for the 
first time. He congratulated 
all the trainees who attend-
ed the programme. He also 
stated that the department 
had initiated training in 
different fields for the peo-
ple from eastern Nagaland 
so that they become at par 
with rest of  the districts.

Anden also urged upon 
the trainees to be humble, 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): The 
Nagaland State Disability Fo-
rum (NSDF), Salonger, and 
Saly Sangtam bagged the Sa-
marthya 2017 edition award for 
excellence in merit for organisa-
tion level, art and sports respec-
tively at the Samarthya award 
ceremony held in New Delhi on 
Dec. 6 and the 7th.

Saly Sangtam is registered 
with Grace Society and Salong-
er with Prodigals’ Home.

According to a press re-
lease, the Samarthya award for 
excellence is an annual event 

which confers certificate of  
excellence and cash award to de-
serving Persons with Disability 
(PwD) and Disabaled People’s 
Organization from across the 
country. The main objective of  
Samarthya is to spread aware-
ness on disability, showcase the 
abilities of  PwDs and to net-
work with stakeholders. 

This year’s edition of  the 
award was organised by Col-
lective Action for Basic Rights 
Foundation (CBRF) in collabo-
ration with Chetanalaya, New 
Delhi. 



            3STATE
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, December 10, 2017

C
M

YK

The young Nisi Chase seen here at Kisama on Dec. 9 during sessions of 
the Naga Chef, season-five.

EM Images

Rev. Dr. Wa  Aier (second from right) and Rev. VK Nuh (third from 
right) releasing the book ‘Naga Day: Nagas without Borders’ on Dec. 9.

EM Images

IPR personnel at work at the Media Control Room at Kisama on Dec. 9.

Members of the Kachari community sing during a cultural segment of the Hornbill Fes val at Kisama on Dec. 9.

Prem Zakia, winner of the 18th Hornbill Naga King Chili-Ea ng Compe on holds up his cer ficate, as the 
director of the Hor culture dept. Dr. Elithung Lotha and event organisers look on at Kisama on Dec. 9.

Arunachal Pradesh’s governor Brig. (Dr) BD Mishra (retd.) and wife Neelam Mishra, second and third from   
right, at the AR’s pavilion.

A par cipant throws the shot—a heavy spherical object—during the Hornbill Fes val’s indigenous shot put 
compe on at Kisama on Dec. 9.

HIGHLIGHTS OF HORNBILL FESTIVAL Day-nine 
Chase chases a dream to become pro chef Cultural extravaganza continues at Kisama

IPR to popularise Hornbill Festival

Dziesekholie wins indigenous shot put contest

FNR challenges people to ponder on state of affairs

Tokheho commits to 
sponsor laptop for students 

Prem Zakia wins Naga king chili-eating competition

Arunachal governor and IGAR visit AR pavilion 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
14-year old Nisi Chase, 
the youngest chef  partici-
pating in the Naga Chef   
season-five at Kisama, as-
pires to become a profes-
sional chef  one day.

Chase is a student of  
class-VIII from Christian 
Higher Secondary School 
in Dimapur. He is said 
to have learned the art of  
cooking from her father at 
a very young age.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, shy and soft-spoken 
Chase said that she started 
showing interest in cook-
ing and learned it at a 
very young age of  nine  
years from her father as 
she watched him cook va-
rieties of  dishes at home. 
When children of  her age 
would opt to play with 
friends or watching TV, 
she spent her time watch-
ing and learning how to 

D-4902

cook.
The young chef  said:  

‘If  at all I watch TV, I love 
to watch cooking shows 
like Hell’s Kitchen, Master 
Chef, My Kitchen Rules as 
I get to learn many things 
about cooking.’

Besides cooking, 
Chase said she loves danc-

ing in her free time. When 
asked if  she would mind 
not winning the contest, 
she replied, ‘I wouldn’t 
mind at all. This is my first 
year and I would definitely 
come back next year.’

Narrating her first ex-
perience as a young con-
testant with others, some 

of  whom are profession-
als and others experienced 
chefs, Chase admitted that 
she was intimidated at first 
as she had never partici-
pated in a contest before. 
However, she said  to have 
made friends with other 
contestants and the com-
petition has now become 
interesting. 

Apart from cooking 
pork with dried bamboo 
shoot, the young chef  
said she loves trying In-
dian and continental 
dishes. She said she had 
learned many new things 
in these nine days about 
the Naga cuisine and 
wishes to improve her cu-
linary skills.

With full of  determi-
nation, she said she would 
like to join a cooking 
school and dreams to be-
come a professional chef  
and run a food-truck of  
her own one-day.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): The 9th 
day of  the International Hornbill Fes-
tival witnessed cultural songs, dances 
and other activities performed by var-
ious cultural troupes. 

The highlights of  the ninth-day 
cultural event—themed “Cultur-
ally yours”—included ‘Unghang 
Asho’ (folk song) by a Phom cultural 
troupe;  ‘Shamyim Pe’ (marriage cer-
emony) by a Konyak cultural troupe; 
‘Cultivating song’ by a Chang cul-
tural troupe;  ‘Kiyi Arba’ by an Ao 

cultural troupe; ‘Amikukula’ by a 
Sumi cultural troupe;  ‘Sauai Lhun’ 
by a Kuki cultural troupe;  ‘Zimthao’ 
by a Khiamniungan cultural troupe; 
‘Gogripa or Chagripa’ (wrestling) by 
a Garo cultural troupe, and ‘Shakvu-
dow’ (folk song/dance) by  a Pochury 
cultural troupe. 

In the afternoon session of  the 
cultural programme, a Zeliang cul-
tural troupe performed the ‘Kepie 
Lim’ (ape dance), while a Lotha cul-
tural troupe performed the ‘Pani Kayi 

Nzan’ (folk song); a Chakhesang cul-
tural troupe presented ‘Pfuheli’ and  
an Angami cultural troupe performed  
‘Runa Phichuneuo Kedakechule.’

Also, a Rengma cultural troupe 
performed the ‘Kenyunyu’ while the 
Yimchungrü cultural troupe present-
ed the ‘Nimong Khekhi’ (countdown 
to the fixed event); a Sangtam cultural 
troupe performed a depiction of  the 
‘Mongmong festival’ and a Kachari 
cultural troupe presented the ‘Slemah 
Dikhawbani.’ 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The assistant director of  
Information and Public Re-
lations Siewatho Nyusou 
has stated that the depart-
ment—being the nodal de-
partment for all media re-
lated works—would extend 
all possible means to ‘popu-
larise’ the Hornbill Festival 
even in the coming years.

The IPR department 
has been doing a yeoman’s 
service by way of  dissemi-
nating news and events to 
the public from Kisama 

since the inception of   the 
festival in 2000.

Nyusou stated that the 
festival being the ‘festival 
of  festivals’ has grown 
in popularity not only in 
India but abroad as well. 
He mentioned that the in-
flow of tourists, both from 
abroad and different parts 
of  the country, has been in-
creasing every year. 

Stating that Nagas are 
known for their ethnicity, 
he said it is the only plat-
form where the people can 

showcase its unique danc-
es, customs, culture and 
tradition to outside world. 

With the increasing in-
flow of tourists, he stated 
that the work load of  the 
organising departments 
has been increased year 
after year. He, however, 
that IPR, being the nodal 
department for all media 
related works, would ex-
tend all possible means to 
popularise the festival even 
in the coming years.

Besides disseminat-
ing news and events, the 
department had organ-
ised Glocal International 
Hornbill Film Festival 
where short films both lo-
cal and international were 
screened. The department 
also set up its own HIP-
FEST 2017, wherein de-
partment’s publications 
were put up on sale and 
photography of  different 
types were also displayed 
for public viewing.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Dziesekholie, represent-
ing the Angami tribe, has   
won the indigenous shot 
put competition organ-
ised by the department of  
Youth Resources & Sports 
and supported by the de-
partment of  Tourism. The 
event  saw the last day 
of    indigenous games at 

the Naga Heritage Village 
Kisama on Dec. 9.

Sholem, represent-
ing the Konyak tribe; and 
Ramlu, representing the 
Zeliang tribe, bagged the 
second and third prize  
respectively. The winners 
were awarded with a cash 
prize of  INR 7000, INR 
5000 and INR 3000. All 

participants were also 
given consolation prizes. 
The additional director of   
Youth Resources & Sports 
gave away the prizes.

It may be mentioned 
that altogether 16 partici-
pants representing each 
recognized tribes in the  
state competed in the 
event. 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Prem Zakia from Kohima 
ate six Naga ‘king chillies’  
within specific allotted time 
to win the first place of a pep-
per-eating competition at the 
Hornbill Festival in Kohima. 
Akhou Tetseo and Nusole 
bagged the second and third 
prize respectively.

The 18th Hornbill festi-
val Naga King Chili-Eating 
Competition was held at the 
Naga heritage  village Kisa-

Dimapur, Dec. 9 
(EMN): The governor of  
Arunachal Pradesh Brig. 
(Dr) BD Mishra (retd) and 
his wife Neelam Mishra 
and IGAR (S) Maj. Gen. 
Virendra Singh visited the 
AR’s pavilion at Kisama 
on Dec. 9.

The governor has ap-
preciated the initiative of   
the HQ IGAR (N) with  
a new addition, the  ‘AR 
pavilion,’ which aims to 
provide an insight to lo-

cals as well as tourists into 
the fibre of  the Assam 
Rifles and its deep-rooted 
connect with the Naga / 
Northeast people.  The 
governor penned down 
words of  appreciation in  
the visitors’ book.

The Assam Rifles pa-
vilion has received an 
encouraging response by 
people of  all age groups, 
AR pavilion so far has 
attracted approximately 
5000 tourists in last 4 days.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 9: The cur-
rent condition of  the Naga 
people is a point of  refer-
ence for reflection whether 
they would be seen in posi-
tive light or in the negative  
in the future. This was the 
message that was offered as 
food for thought at a recent 
event in Dimapur that also 
saw the release of  a book 
about the Naga identity.

The Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) has 
released a book ‘Naga Day: 
Nagas without Borders,’ on 
Dec. 9 at the Dimapur Ao 
Baptist Arogo (DABA).

Rev. Dr. Wati Aier, con-
venor of  the FNR, spoke 
at the event. He said that 
for too long matters that 
were thought to be priori-

ties drowned out the ‘voice 
of  history.’ “We are here, 
called to action at this mo-
ment,” he said. 

Aier said to contemplate 
often about how history will 
view the Nagas many years 
from now especially among 
those who are present dur-
ing the birth of “Naga day.”  
He wondered whether his-
tory would despise the Na-
gas or see them as a people 
without imagination. 

Aier said further that 
the Naga people were de-
termined to move forward 
from “toxic, contemptuous 
and myopic habits” and 
were now ready to partici-
pate in a “shared humanity 
of  belonging.”  The feeling 
of  belonging is a beautiful 
gift from God and to turn 

back on it would mean 
to be “swept away by the 
flood of  destruction,” he 
said. “In strengthening 
our sense of  belonging and 
identity, we reinforce our 
confidence in who we are 
as individuals and as a peo-
ple” he said.

The book opted for the 
word “nation” in place 
of  “tribe” since the word 
“tribe” is a contested term 
defined by outsiders dur-
ing the period of  colonial-
ism. “Nagas should not 
be dictated by the colonial 
language-Nagas should 
transcend” he said. 

 Dr Wati reminded that 
“Naga Day” was not a day 
for political agendas but a 
socio-cultural event during 
which Nagas will come to-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 9: School 
Education Minister  
Tokheho Yepthomi has 
on Dec. 9  given a com-
mitment to sponsor a 
laptop for every second-
ary student of  govern-
ment  higher secondary 
school at Purana Bazaar 
in Dimapur, which was 
upgraded to a secondary 
institution. He has fur-
ther assured to adopt the 
government higher sec-
ondary  school at Singri-
jan and Purana Bazaar ‘if  
he continues to hold the 
School  Education port-
folio’ in the next election.  

The legislator made 
this commitment at the 
inauguration programme 

of  Government Higher 
Secondary School, Pura-
na Bazaar on December 
9 at Government High 
School, Purana Bazaar.  

“In Dimapur district 
there is an excess of  400 
teachers in government 
schools. Also in a partic-
ular school there are 17 
teachers for 11 students,” 
pointed out Yepthomi. 

While asserting that 
the proxy system was 
hampering the depart-
ment due to transporta-
tion/ road connectivity 
problem, Yepthomi said 
the department had pur-
chased 47 Gypsies with 
a budget of  INR three 
crore in order to ease the 
issue. 

The legislator also 
pointed out that the ben-
efits for the disabled 
students at government 
schools amounting to 
INR 15 crore for 2011 still 
remain unutilised. Yep-
thomi also commented 
on the lack of  develop-
ment of  Purana Bazaar 
wherein he stated that 
Purana Bazaar receives 
the highest amount from 
the government under the 
MGNREGA yet the area 
still lacks in development.  

The newly upgraded 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School at Purana 
Bazaar was established 
in 1961 and was taken 
over by the government 
in 1978.

ma, organised by the depart-
ment of  Horticulture and XL 
Event  Management division 
with the support of  Oking 
Hospital and Research clinic.

The winners were 
awarded cash prizes of  INR 
30000, INR 20000 and INR 
10000 each. In the tourist 
category, Prashant Pandey 
from Gujarat won the first 
place by eating 4 king chil-
lies and pocketed a sum of  
INR 20000.

gether as one for a common 
belonging ‘where human 
imagination and creative 
application would be ap-
proached.’

The FNR envisages 
observing Jan. 10 of  each 
year as “Naga Day.” The 
forum has requested the 
Civil Society and church to 
support the event.  

The book highlights the 
thoughts of  various Naga 
scholars and writers who 
have given their insights.  

The FNR puts the 
record on public that it 
does not belong to any 
Naga national group. It is 
neither affiliated nor does 
it represent or support any 
group or political party. 
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Agartala, Dec. 9 (IANS): The 
two-day old railway and road 
blockade called by a section of  
10,323 Tripura government school 
teachers, who are set to lose their 
jobs on December 31 following 
a Supreme Court verdict, was 
withdrawn on Saturday.

According to police, braving 
ra ins,  around 150 teachers 
demanding continuation of  their 
jobs beyond December 31, since 
Friday started a blockade of  the 
national highway and the railway 
line for an indefinite period in 
Sindhukumar Para in Tripura’s 
Dhalai district.

Dhalai District Magistrate Vikas 
Singh, district police chief  Smriti 
Ranjan Das, Tripura State Rifles 
(TSR) third battalion commandant 
Prabir Majumder jointly requested 
the agitators to withdraw their 
blockade considering the problems 
faced by the people. “Following our 
persuasion, they voluntarily called 
off their blockades,” Das told IANS 

over phone.
The blockade caused huge 

hardships to hundreds of passengers 
and hit the supply of essentials since 
Friday. The district authorities on 
Saturday promulgated prohibitory 
orders under Section 144 of  
Criminal Procedure Code banning 
the assembly of  five or more 
persons.

A large number of  police 
and TSR personnel led by senior 
officials have been deployed in the 
blockade areas. Many goods-laden 
vehicles and some Agartala-bound 
trains including Rajdhani Express 
on Friday were stranded at various 
locations.

T h e  a g i t a t i n g  t e a c h e r s ’ 
spokesman Uttam Kumar Dey had 
told IANS over phone on Friday 
night they would continue the road 
and rail blockade until their jobs are 
confirmed by the government.

The Northeast Frontier Railway 
(NFR) on Saturday cancelled all 
trains running between Tripura and 

rest of the country due to blockades.
The agitating government 

teachers, however, threatened to 
launch agitations if  their jobs were 
not regularised or confirmed after 
December 31.

On Thursday, around 1,000 
teachers held a demonstration in 
front of the state secretariat and later 
met Education and Law Minister 
Tapan Chakraborty, demanding a 
halt to the termination of their jobs.

Chakrabor ty,  dur ing  the 
90-minute meeting, told the 
delegation that the state government 
had filed a petition before the 
Supreme Court, urging it to extend 
the termination deadline for one 
more year.

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s 
sympathetic towards the agony of  
these government teachers. We are 
exploring various legal options and 
considering suggestions of the legal 
experts including senior lawyers of  
the apex court to save the jobs of  
these teachers,” Chakraborty told 

IANS.
He said the Supreme Court will 

hear the state government’s pleas on 
December 11.

“A s  s u g ge s t e d  b y  s o m e 
opposition legislators, there is no 
question of  convening a special 
session of  the Tripura Assembly 
to enact any law to protect the 
services of  the 10,323 teachers 
since, according to legal experts, it 
would constitute contempt of  the 
Supreme Court,” the minister said.

The Supreme Court in an order 
on March 29 had upheld the Tripura 
High Court verdict, terminating the 
jobs of 10,323 government teachers 
citing some indiscretion. 

In  an  apparent  move  to 
circumvent the apex court order, 
the Tripura government in May 
announced the recruitment of  
12,000 non-teaching staff  in the 
Education Department. This was 
to ostensibly “accommodate” the 
10,323 teachers facing the axe 
following the court verdict.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): In an 
impressive ceremony held at the HQ 
of the DGAR atLaitkor in Shillong on 
Dec. 9, an MoU was signed between  
the Assam Rifles and the National 
Skills Development Commission 
(NSDC), updates stated on Saturday. 

The ceremony was informed to 
have been held in the presence of   
minister of  Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, minister of  Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship  Dharmendra 
Pradhan and presided over by the 
Lt. Gen. Shokin Chauhan, director 
general of  the Assam Rifles. 

Senior officials from the Assam 
Rifles and the ministry of  Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship 
and the NSDC were present during 
the ceremony as well.  

The release mentions that the 
MoU will pave way for retiring 
Assam Rifles personnel towards a 
second career based on prior learning 
and experience. Approximately 1200 
personnel who retired annually from 
Assam Rifles stand to gain from this 
MoU, stated the release. 

Dharmendra Pradhan also laid 
a wreath at the Assam Rifles War 

Memorial and paid homage to the 
Martyrs. 

The minister during his speech 
highlighted the fact that retired Assam 
Rifles personnel are a pool of  highly 
disciplined and skilled individuals 
and stressed on the important of  
tapping into this resource. 

The release further mentions 
that the minister promised to setup 
a mechanism to improve the supply 
of  fuel and petroleum products to 
meet the needs of  the force which 
is deployed in far flung corners of  
Northeast.

Umsaw Khwan (Meghalaya), 
Dec. 9 (IANS): Intelligence 
Bureau Chief  Rajiv Jain on 
Saturday noted that India’s 
n o r t h e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  a r e 
relatively peaceful and urged 
newly-trained police officers 
to ensure peace prevails in the 
region.

“The northeast region has 
witnessed a lot of disturbances 
in the past. Fortunately, during 
the past few years, the area has 
been relatively quite peaceful... 
gradually people have develop 
to a vested interest in peace,” 
he said in his address during the 
passing out parade at the North 
Eastern Police Academy here, 
25 km from Meghalaya capital 
Shillong.

Urging the newly-trained 
police officers from across the 
northeastern states, as well as 

a cadet from Andhra Pradesh 
Police Service, Jain said: “It is 
your responsibility to ensure 
that peace remain and people’s 
believe and trust in peace 
continues. For that is where 
the key to development of  the 
region lies.

“With the government’s 
Act East Policy You are the 
threshold of  transformative 
change and you have to play an 
enabling role.” 

The 35 trainees of  the 
42nd batch include 14 Deputy 
Superintendents of  Police 
including three women officers, 
nine Inspectors, eight Sub-
Inspectors, and four jemadars.

The trainees included 
25 from Nagaland, six from 
Manipur, 2 from Mizoram 
and one each from Arunachal 
Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 9 (EMN): A team 
of  Central Adoption Resource 
Authority (CARA) members, a 
statutory body of  the Ministry of  
Women and Child Development, 
government of India, has urged 
initiatives for the opening of  
offices in the seven newly-created 
districts so that children will not 
be deprived of their basic rights.

S o c i a l  We l f a r e  a n d 
Cooperation Minister Nemcha 

Kipgen shared her sentiment 
when the team of CARA called 
on her in Imphal on Sat.

T h e  v i s i t i n g  t e a m  o f  
CARA including Chairman 
M Ramchandra Reddy, OSD 
to Chairman Dr Gundlapally 
Sreenu, Members of  Adoption 
C o m m i t t e e,  C A R A  R K 
Pramodini, Annie Mangsatabam 
and others met the minister to 
discuss about how to effectively 
promote legal adoption in 

Manipur. 
As a concerned minister 

and the lone woman minister 
in the cabinet, Minister Kipgen 
expressed that she deeply feels 
connected when it comes for the 
welfare of  the children and the 
downtrodden. She said, children 
should be given proper care of, to 
the right hands.

She assured that whatever 
can be done from her end as 
well as from the government of  

Manipur will surely be executed 
without much delay. She further 
assured that all the concern 
stakeholders like District Child 
Protection Unit (DCPU), Child 
Welfare Committee (CWC) will 
soon be placed at the same office 
venue soon.

The lone woman minister 
felt extremely privileged to 
interact with the team and 
lauded Maneka Gandhi, Union 
Cabinet Minister for Women & 

Child Development for initiating 
such purposive and progressive 
meeting for the welfare of  the 
children of our state. 

It may be mentioned that 
CARA is designated as the 
Central Authority to deal with 
inter-country adoptions in 
accordance with the provisions 
of  the Hague Convention on 
Inter-country Adoption, 1993, 
ratified by Government of India 
in 2003.

Guwahati, Dec. 9 (PTI): The 
Assam government hopes 
to build Kamakhya to be the 
‘cleanest pilgrimage site’ in 
the country, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal has said on 
Saturday.

Inaugurating the Kamakhya 
Development Project at the 

temple premises atop Nilachal 
hill in Guwahati today, he said a 
clean environment would make 
a positive impression among 
devotees who come to Kamakhya 
every year in large numbers.

“Kamakhya is one of  the 
most important ‘Shakti peeths’ 
in the country and it is our 

solemn duty to keep the temple 
premises clean,” Sonowal said 
while inaugurating the project 
for development of  Kamakhya 
Temple complex as Swachh 
Iconic Place.

He also urged the tourism 
department to come up with 
ways to make Kamkhya Temple 

more accessible to the elderly and 
differently-abled. He also thanked 
Union Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan for releasing Rs 25 crore 
for the development project of the 
Temple.

Pradhan said that Assam has 
so much to offer to the tourists 

from natural beauty to pilgrimage 
sites and they must be harnessed 
properly to develop the tourism 
industry.

State Tourism Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
the development project would 
ensure betterment of the temple 
premises at a fast pace. 

Shillong, Dec. 9 (PTI): The Centre 
has sanctioned Rs 75 crore for setting 
up a Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
bottling plant in Meghalaya which 
will help increase the clean fuel’s 
penetration, especially in the rural areas 
of the state.

A memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) was inked today between 
the Ministry of  Petroleum and 
Natural Gas and the state government 
in the presence of  Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan and Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Mukul Sangma in the 
city.

I have signed an MOU to set 
up a bottling plant with an annual 
capacity of  13,000 metric tonnes. 
The investment of  Rs 75 crore for 

the bottling plant will be done by the 
Government of India, Pradhan said.

He said that the Centre has decided 
to implement the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in the state 
in full swing while keeping in mind 
that the LPG penetration in Meghalaya 
is the lowest in the North East region.

Only 27 per cent of the households 
in the state are linked with LPG 
connectivity which is much below the 
national average, he said.

Stating that at present there are 
only 49 LPG distributors in the state, 
Pradhan said that another 20 LPG 
distributors have now been added for 
Meghalaya.

Meghalaya is the only state in the 
region which has no bottling plant.

Though a 50-acre plot at Umroi-
Umjatah, about 25 km from here, 
was identified by the Indian Oil 
Corporation since 1996, the proposed 
state-owned bottling plant could not 
materialize due to the objection from 
the local village authority.

Pradhan also launched an 
e-Library, social media centre and the 
official website of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Meghalaya state, during 
his one-day visit to the poll-bound state. 

For the forthcoming election, I am 
confident that the present incumbent 
Congress-led government is going to 
see the exit route and the state will 
have a new government in which the 
BJP will play a major role in the state 
politics, he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
W i t h  t h e  t h e m e 
‘Depression – Let’s Talk,’ 
the 33rd All  Manipur 
M e d i c a l  C o n f e r e n c e 
(AMAMECON) 2017 was 
held under the aegis of  
Indian Medical Association 
Manipur State Branch 
(IMA MSB) at IMA Hall in 
Imphal on Sat.

Manipur Education, 
Labour and Employment 
M i n i s t e r  T h o k c h o m 
Radheshyam , Chairman 
D r  R a d h e s h y a m  Y 
o f  M A N I D C O  a n d 
MANITRON, President 
IMA MSB Dr Kh. Sulochana 
Devi, Chairman Reception 

Committee Dr Brogen Singh 
Akoijam, renowned medical 
professionals and students 
attended the conference.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
o c c a s i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n 
Minister Th Radheshyam 
said that every doctor hopes 
to fulfil the needs and 
requirements of the patients 
but at time things go out of  
hand. An act of kindness is 
a necessity to convince and 
console someone who is 
in need of care. No matter 
how advance and dependent 
health sector may be in 
medicine and equipment, he 
said, a positive relationship 
between the doctors and 
pat ients  i s  of  utmost 

importance.
To the patients, he said, 

always feel and believe that 
the sickness and worries will 
be cured once they reach 
doctor. The conference, 
he said is an opportunity 
to introspect and analyse 
the best practices and 
obstacles and how it can 
be avoided towards better 
implementation in the 
future.

Further he expressed 
his happiness in finding 
Manipur placed in third 
position at the ranking of best 
health sector in a November 
edition of  the India Today 
Magazine. The credit for 
such attainment goes to the 

doctors and all those involve 
in the medical service, he 
said congratulating them on 
the achievement.

M A N I D C O  a n d 
MANITRON Chairman 
Dr Radheshyam Y in his 
speech said that health 
is much more important 
than wealth and without 
good health there can be no 
progress, development and 
prosperity. 

Depression, he said 
is a mental health and a 
major problem affecting 
the mood and function of  
an individual hampering 
the work towards progress, 
productivity and harmony 
of the family and the society.

Itanagar, Dec. 9 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Lok 
Sabha Member Ninong 
E r i n g  h a s  r e q u e s t e d 
Union Forest Minister 
Harshvardhan to undertake    
a survey to find out about 
t h e  nu m b e r  o f  s n ow 
leopards in the state. 

The  l e t t e r  fo l lows 
photographic evidence 
of  the presence of  snow 
leopards at Thembang area 
in West Kameng district of  
the mountain state recently 
which was yielded during a 
study of the elusive animal 
by the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF), India.

Er ing in  his  le t ter 
on December 4 last also 
requested the union minister 
to initiate Project Snow 
Leopard in Arunachal 

Pradesh.
The letter, a copy of  

which was made available 
to the press, also sought 
publishing of  a vision 
document with regard to 
the country’s participation 
in ‘The Bishkek Declaration 
2017’  which seeks  to 
conserve the snow leopard 
and its ecosystem.

“ I n  A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh, there is also need 
for extension of  the area 
allotted to the snow leopard 
landscape with a plan for 
community participation 
in the surveillance process 
as most of  the forests are 
community owned,” Ering 
said in his letter.

“While the Centre has 
always identified Arunachal 
as a snow leopard state, 

this is the first time that 
proof  of  their presence 
has been captured. This is 
a significant feat for our 
state for the presence of this 
carnivore is an indicator of  
the thriving ecology in the 
area,” Ering added.

The state-wide survey 
carried out by WWF India 
in collaboration with state 
forest department was 
started in March this year, 
focusing on unexplored 
areas. It had yielded photo 
evidence of  the snow 
leopard through a camera 
trap set up at Thembang, 
one of  the community 
conserved areas in the 
state, according to a WWF 
statement  re leased in 
October this year.

Only a fraction of snow 

leopard habitats in the state 
fall into two protected areas 
- the Dibang biosphere 
reserve and the Namdapha 
National Park.

“The presence of the big 
cat beyond these protected 
a r e a s  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
importance of  community 
support for conservation 
as well as landscape-scale 
conservation planning,” the 
WWF statement said.

The survey relied on 
the knowledge of  the 
community members to 
understand the current 
d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  snow 
leopards and other large 
mammals in the region.

The state-wide survey is 
significant as it covers one of  
the 22 priority landscapes of  
the Global Snow Leopard 

Ecosystem Protect ion 
Program (GSLEP).

The findings of the state-
wide survey will enable 
Arunachal Pradesh forest 
department to develop a 
snow leopard conservation 
plan to address increasing 
threats such as retaliatory 
killings, infrastructure 
development and climate 
change induced impacts on 
the habitats, the statement 
said. 

Snow leopard, native 
of  central and south Asia 
and a sacred animal in 
Kyrgyzstan, is listed as 
a vulnerable category 
animal in the Red List of  
threatened species compiled 
by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN).

Tripura govt. school teachers 
call off road, railway blockade

Keep NE peaceful, IB chief 
tells new police officers

Assam for developing Kamakhya as ‘cleanest pilgrimage site’

33rd all Manipur medical conference held

Tuliram Ronghang dedicate  
stones in Bokajan LA constituency

Arunachal MP seeks survey on snow leopards in the state

Our Correspondent 
Diphu,  Dec. 9 (EMN): The Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council’s  (KAAC) Chief  
Executive Member Tuliram Ronghang 
has dedicated various projects in Bokajan 
LA constituency 
i n c l u d i n g 
t h r e e  M A C 
c o ns t i tue nc i e s 
of  Sar upathar, 
Deopani and Nilip 
on Dec. 9, Sat.

The dedication 
s tar ted  f rom a 
project for the improvement of  RJ road 
from CH. 4500. 00M to CH. 18280.00) 
total of  Km 13.700 M including CD 
work and RCC bridge under H/A ‘5054’  
under Sarupathar constituency. It has 
an estimated ‘amount’  of  INR 8 crore 
through Annual Action Plan Budget 
2017-18.

Ronghang  and his team  visited a 
river in Horichanpi and Horichandso for 
renovation of  a mini  irrigation scheme 
under Sarupathar, a scheme which was 
inactive for the  past 40 years.

Ronghang said that the KAAC would 
be inspecting the work area every two 
months; he declared also that the inactive 
scheme of  langteng Aroi will be revived 
too. 

Foundation stone for construction 

of  sport complex , land developmental 
of  field work and gallery stand etc. and 
construction of  road of  sand graveling 
from the point of  NH 36 to Majung at 
Japralangso under Sarupathar constituency 

with an estimated 
amount of  Rs.50 
l a c s  t h r o u g h 
KAAC Annual 
A c t i o n  p l a n 
Budget 2017-18 
was also laid.

A n o t h e r 
f o u n d a t i o n 

stone for construction of  market shed at 
Borpathar under  Deopani constituency 
with an estimated amount of  Rs.50 lakh 
under Chief  Minister Special Package 
was laid.

The inauguration of  picnic spot at the 
bank of  Kalyani River, Chowkihola under 
Nilip Constituency, 

was also done during the day long 
programme. During the inauguration 
of  the sport, the Chowkihola Picnic 
Spot Managing Committee submitted a 
memorandum to CEM.

Ronghang also laid the foundation 
stone for improvement of  Road from ND 
block to Chowkihola High School with an 
estimated amount of  Rain. 2 Crore 10 lakh 
from Annual Action Plan Budget 2017-18 
session.

Development inputs 

underway in KAAC areas  



OFFICE OF THE 
URRA AREA VILLAGES’ UNION

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND 
UAVU & SVC GRATITUDE  

Urra Area Villages’ Union (UAVU) and Singrijan Village Council 
(SVC) would like to convey our sincerely gratitude to Shri. 
Tokheho Yepthomi, Hon’ble Minister of School Education 
and Parliamentary A�airs for his tireless e�orts in upgrading 
the existing Govt. High School (GHS) Singrijan to that of 
Govt. Higher Secondary School (GHSS) Singrijan and so also 
for inaugurating the said school by unveiling the foundation 
stone on 7th December' 2017 in presence of DDEO, SDEO 
Dimapur and Headmistress and her colleagues.
 Sd/- 
 THRILONGSE SANGTAM (RUOKUOZHALIE RUTSA)
 President General Secretary
 Urra Area Villages’ Union Urra Area Villages’ Union D

-4
90
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Admissions open for the Academic session 
2018-2019. 
Admission is open for classes A to 8. Forms 
can be obtained from the school o�ce on all 
working days from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
O�ce will remain closed from 16th December to 
14th January 2017. 
Transportation facilities will be provided for the 
students. 
For further queries and information please 
contact # 9402720323/9856882191

Sd/-
Principal

KHEDI BAPTIST HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Kohima Village

K-1490

G. Rio School, Kohima
Information

GEEREEANS ALUMNI MEET
The Management and Sta� of G. 
Rio School cordially Invites the 
ALUMNI on the 13th of Dec, 2017 
at 1:30 pm to be a part of the 
Alumni Day.

K-1491

EASTERN MIRROR is one of the leading English regional daily newspapers 
from Nagaland based in Dimapur, along with a functional bureau in Kohima. We are 
currently on a ramping up process to make our presence felt not only within the state but 
also in the neighbouring states and the global online community .
We are looking for persons with high levels of enthusiasm, talented and tenacious in 
sourcing information who will work as reporters.
We are also looking for individuals with high accuracy in the English language and are 
trainable to be our sub-editors.
Selected personnel will be trained and mentored for the �rst 6 months. Applicants with 
the right attitude, who are able to work under pressure, balance work and life with 
minimum social obligations,  and has above average general knowledge with a zeal to 
build a career in journalism can avail this opportunity.
JOB PROFILE :  Reporters
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from a recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors and Spreadsheets with good typing speed
OPTIONAL :  Able to ride two-wheelers is an advantage.
EXPERIENCE : Preferably fresher

JOB PROFILE :  Sub-editors
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors, Spreadsheets, InDesign and  photo editors.
TYPING SKILLS : Minimum 30 wpm
LANGUAGE SKILLS :  Minimum 85% accuracy in English.
EXPERIENCE :  At least 2 years experience, Individuals with experience in the   
  corporate sector with disciplined work culture will be preferred. 

There will be a series of tests and interviews before the �nal selection is made. 
Interested candidates can mail your resume to hr@easternmirrornagaland.com

OPPORTUNITY
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Road ‘monoliths’ unveiled in Dimapur

National Lok Adalat settles 69 cases

CAN organises leaders’ animation and advent Christmas

F&CS Kohima notifies Home commissioner convenes meet 

AR holds medical camp in Phek 

National Lok Adalat being held at Longleng.

Kuhoi Zhimomi and community leaders seen after unveiling the monolith in Dimapur on Saturday.

Bishops and church leaders pose for the lens after the programme at Christ King Church in Kohima on Saturday.

Vivekraj Wangkhem inaugurates the NPP office on Saturday.

State BJP officials handing two new Boleros to Mon and Longleng district presidents on Dec. 9 in      
Dimapur.

State NPP gets official work place

State BJP to revamp party organisation

UT-I appoints 
caretaker CAO

qualities and values our 
forefathers. 

He added that in a qui-
et moment, one discovers 
rich values of  one’s own 
culture. 

Basing on the scripture, 
the Archbishop challenged 
the leaders to get rooted in 
the words of  the bible and 
to live a practicing faith. 

“Be faithful to Chris-
tian tradition; grow up-in 
body, wisdom, gaining fa-
vour with God and men,” 
Rev Thomas said.

He also opined that the 
greatness of  a Christian 
community does not con-
sist in its material achieve-
ments, but the quality of  
spiritual pursuit. 

The advent Christmas 
programme, Rev. Thoppil 
in his message exhorted 
the gathering to take event 
as an example to launch 
for an annual feature of  
the diocese. He reminded 
the gathering to let Jesus 
be born daily in one’s lives 
and called on to allow 
and create space of  good 

values of  life to grow and 
take root. 

The carol choir were 
ACYA of  Christ King 
Church, SFS church and 
Cathedral Church.  

Songs, skits, choreog-
raphy and other presen-
tations from individuals 
and groups marked the 
celebration. 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): State home 
commissioner, Abhishek Singh, has 
convened a meeting at his office 
chamber on Dec. 19 at 1 p.m. to chalk 
out the programme and distribute 
work for ensuing Republic Day cel-
ebration on Jan. 26.

He has requested the following 
dignitaries including Director Gener-
al of  Police, IGAR North, Comman-
dant of  164, Naga Territorial Army 
Jakhama, DIG CRPF, Commandant 
155th Bn BSF Battalion, Director of  
Sainik Welfare and Resettlement, 
Commissioner & Secretary of  School 
Education, Commissioner and Secre-
tary of  Art & Culture, Commissioner 

and Secretary of  Land Resources 
Development, Commissioner and 
Secretary of  IPR, Commissioner and 
Secretary of  PHE, Commissioner 
and Secretary of  Horticulture, Com-
missioner and Secretary of  Health 
& Family Welfare, Special Secretary 
of  Home, Deputy Commissioner of  
Kohima, Superintendent of  Police 
Kohima, CEO of  Kohima Munici-
pal Council, Director of  Youth Re-
sources & Sports, Director of  Music 
Task Force, Director of  IPR, DIG of  
Fire, Deputy Commandant General 
of  Home Guards & Civil Defence, 
and SDO, PWD (H) Nagaland Civil 
Secretariat to attend the meeting.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): Troops of  
the 22 Assam Rifles have conducted 
a medical review camp for disabled 
persons in association with the Phek 
district administration in Phek town 
on December 7. 

The aim of  the medical camp was 
to review the medical conditions of  
the disabled persons and administer 
required medical and physical aid. 
Commandant of  22 Assam Rifles 
along with Shanavas C, Deputy 
Commissioner, Phek, inaugurated 
the medical camp. 

A specially constituted team un-
der Assistant Commandant Balmuri 
Avanish, Assam Rifles Medical Of-
ficer, and doctors from Government 
Hospital, Phek, had examined 10 
males, 20 females and 10 children.

In a separate programme, troops 
of  32 Assam Rifles has organised an 
awareness lecture on various govern-
ment scheme such as Digital India, 
Mahatma Gandhi  National Pension 
Scheme, National Family Benefit 
Scheme and Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana at Indisen village on 
December 7.

The lecture was delivered by sec-
ond in-charge Arun Kumar with an 
aim to make the villagers benefit from 
the various government schemes 
through optimal utilisation for the 
development of  the villages. A total 
45 villagers including GBs and chair-
man of  Indisen village attended the 
lecture.

In yet another programme, troops 
of  22 Assam Rifles has conducted 
a lecture on ‘Skill development and 
options for employment of  young 
people’ at Akhen village under Phek 
district on December 7. 

The lecture was delivered by Maj 
R Praveen, who briefed the audience 
on various employment options avail-
able for the youth in the state and 
central government jobs like armed 
force, paramilitary force, state police 
and other departments. The lecture 
also included details of  latest govern-
ment schemes on skill development 
for youth to begin business start-ups 
and list of  skill development institutes 
in Nagaland. 

The lecture was attended by 18 
youth of  Akhen village.  

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The office of  the National 
People’s Party (NPP) was 
officially inaugurated on 
Saturday by the NPP na-
tional general secretary, 
Vivekraj Wangkhem in 
the presence of  NPP state 
party workers. Pastor of  
Immanuel Prayer Fellow-
ship, Kakiye Zhimo in-

voked God’s blessings.
The national general 

secretary has appointed 
NPP Nagaland state con-
venor, Ato Yepthomi as 
president NPP state unit 
and co-convenor Sasank 
Ghatraj as general sec-
retary, and senior party 
leaders DP Angami and 
Kaimang Chang as vice-

presidents.  
The programme was 

also graced by president 
Manipur state unit Thang-
minlien Kipgen and col-
leagues; working president, 
Ajang Khongsai; vice-pres-
ident, Dr. Jillasana Shar-
ma; vice-president,  Sushil 
Huidrom; and general sec-
retary Ch Bijoy Singh.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
As per the appointment 
order from the Ministry 
of  Kilo Affairs, ‘kilon-
ser’ Chuba Pongener, has 
taken charge of  caretaker 
CAO of  the Union Terri-
tory (UT-I) on Dec. 6.

The UT-I of  the NSCN 
has appealed for coopera-
tion from individual, ho-
hos, organisations, asso-
ciations, students’ bodies, 
GBs, colony chairmen, 
church leaders and others 
for smooth functioning of  
the administration and 
peace in the society.

Meanwhile, the UT-I 
also conveyed Christmas 
and New Year greetings 
to citizens.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): Assistant Director Food & Civil Supplies 
Kiyevi L Swu has notified to all FPS/village councils of  Kohima 
centre that the PHH and AAY food-grains will be released from 
Dec. 13 between 10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. All concerned FPS/village 
councils have been directed to collect their respective quota within 
the stipulated period.

Sl.No Name of the Circle Date of issue

1. Kezocha circle village and Merema, 
Tsiese Basa & Bawe, Thizama & 
Rusoma

Dec. 13 

2. Jakha Circle Villages Dec. 14 

3. Kohima sadar and Secu circle vil-
lages

Dec. 15

4. Kohima town FPS Dec. 18 and 19th 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Monoliths of  I Vikheshe 
S u m i  Ro a d  a n d  D r. 
Hokishe Sema Road were 

unveiled by chairman of  
Sumi Council Dimapur 
(SCD), Kuhoi Zhimomi, 
on December 9 in the pres-

ence of  church leaders and 
Sumi community leaders.

Monolith of  I Vikheshe 
Sumi Road, covering the 

stretch from Clock Tow-
er Junction to Tragopan 
Junction, was unveiled 
at  Tragopan Junct ion 

while the monolith of  Dr. 
Hokishe Sema Road, cov-
ering the stretch from Dho-
binalla (Jakhalu Complex) 
to Thahekhu Junction, 
was unveiled at Dhob-
inalla junction.

SCD had erected the 
monolith at Tragopan 
Junction in honour of  late 
I Vikheshe Sumi, former 
minister “for his selfless 
works to the society.” 
The second monolith was 
erected in honour of  late 
Dr. Hokishe Sema “an 
upright and honest pio-
neer of  Nagaland hailing 
from Sutemi village in 
Zunheboto. Dr. Hokishe 
Sema had served the peo-
ple of  Nagaland as ad-
ministrative pfficer, MLA, 
minister, chief  minister of  
Nagaland and Governor 
of  Himachal Pradesh over 
a span of  50 years.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
To revamp the party or-
ganisation, State unit of  
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has issued Mahin-
dra Boleros to the district 
unit. As part of  the first 
phase, the State unit BJP 
has issued four Boleros 
to Tuensang, Longleng, 
Mon and Kiphire on De-
cember 9.

The party press state-
ment informed that the 
remaining districts would 
be issued in the second 
phase.

Meanwhile, the party 
informed that the first 
phase mandal booth lev-
el training programme 
would be launched from 
December 11 to 16 cover-
ing the mandals includ-
ing Noksen, Longkhim, 
Tuensang 1&2, Sama-
tor, Wokha, Tyui, Sanis, 
Bhandari, Tamlu, Tuli 
and Alongtaki.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The eleven National Lok 
Adalat (people’s court) 
sitting benches constituted 
on Saturday in all the 11 
district headquarters have 
settled 69 cases out of  355 
cases. The total settlement 
amount involved in the 
disposed cases amounted 
to Rs. 76,09,585. 

Cases referred for settle-
ment were said to be mostly 
on bank recovery matters, 
matters relating to public 
utility such as telephone 
bills & rental and criminal 
compoundable matters are 
among others, with a sig-
nificant number of  cases 
being disposed.  

The Lok Adalat also 
witnessed active participa-
tion by officials of  banks, 
general insurance compa-
nies, public service provid-
ers and most importantly 
amenable appearance by 
the litigants.

The adalat was headed 
by a presiding judges ac-
companied by concilia-
tors, lawyers and also the 
para legal volunteers.  Lok 
Adalat was held in various 
respective district court 
buildings. The proceedings 
were also conducted in lo-
cal dialects for convenience 
of  the illiterate litigants and 
also without stressing much 
on legal technicalities.

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The Catholic Association 
of  Nagaland (CAN) or-
ganised the first leaders’ 
animation and advent 
Christmas at Christ King 
Church, Kohima village on 
Saturday. The programme 
was sponsored by Most 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, 
Bishop of  Kohima. 

Most  Rev.  Thomas 
Menamparampil SDB, 
Archbishop Emer i tus 
Archdiocese of  Guwahati 
animated the leaders with 
a reflection on the theme 
“Hope for the future.”

Speaking on the im-
portance of  traditional 
values of  life and knowl-
edge, the Archbishop said 
everyone needs to identify 
ones uniqueness in silence. 
He also stressed on the 
significance of  realising 
the traditional values of  
goodness, honesty, Kind-
ness, hospitality, truth-
fulness and other good 

DC Kohima informs Olympic contingents 
The Deputy Commissioner and Chairman of Kohima District Sports 
Council, Rajesh Soundararajan has informed all the participants of 
Kohima district contingents of 1st Nagaland Olympic to assemble 
at Kohima local ground at 12 noon on Dec. 11 for departure to 
Dimapur.

NCSA convenes general meeting
The Nagaland Civil Service Association (NCSA) has convened a 
general body meeting on Dec. 11, 3 p.m. at the Administrative 
Training Institute, Kohima. All members are directed to attend the 
meeting without fail. 

CTC administrator directs shops
In view of the festive season, EAC-cum-Administrator Chumukedima 
Town Council Thejavizo Nakhro has directed all shops within 
Chumukedima Town Council to keep open on Sundays for the 
convenience of the general public. The circular also mentioned 
that the order shall come to force from Dec. 10 and remain till 
Jan. 7 2018.   

ANTA Wokha unit meeting
All Nagaland Taxi Association (ANTA) Wokha unit has convened a 
meeting on Dec. 10, 3 p.m. at the unit office. All office bearers, 
executive members, advisors have been informed to attend the 
meeting.
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Our stories of failure can be God’s stories of success.

A guest band was leading praise and worship at our church, and their passion for the Lord 
was moving. We could see—and feel—their enthusiasm.

Then the musicians revealed that they were all ex-prisoners. Suddenly their songs took 
on special meaning, and I saw why their words of praise meant so much to them. Their 

worship was a testimony of lives broken and restored.
The world may embrace success. But stories of past failure offer people hope too. They assure 

us that God loves us no matter how many times we have failed. Pastor Gary Inrig says that what we 
call the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11 could well be entitled God’s Hall of Reclaimed Failures. “There is 
scarcely an individual in that chapter without a serious blemish in his or her life,” he observes. “But 
God is in the business of restoring failures . . . . That is a great principle of God’s grace.”

I love the comfort of Psalm 145, which speaks of God’s “wonderful works” (vv. 5–6) and glori-
ous kingdom (v. 11). It describes His compassion (vv. 8–9) and faithfulness (v. 13)—then imme-
diately tells us that He lifts up those who have fallen (v. 14). All His attributes are expressed when 
He picks us up. He is indeed in the business of restoration.

Have you failed before? We all have. Have you been restored? All who have been redeemed are 
stories of God’s grace.

Restored Failures
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 145:1–16  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all 
who are bowed down.    

~ Psalm 145:1

Twelve Powerful Prayers From Paul 

Where are Human Beings 
Marching; Towards Progress 
or Ushering in Dark Ages?

Last Warnings of the Last Days

Peace is Not Prerequisite to Development

Sometimes praying feels like throwing darts - with 
your eyes closed. You hurl some words heaven-
ward and wonder if  you've hit the bulls-eye of  
progress. You hope something sticks.

Lately, I've been thinking, I don't want my words to 
just touch heaven, but I want them to move heaven's pow-
er on my behalf. I want to pray knowing, all I am - needs 
all of  Him . I want - what I throw up, to fall back down 
with such strength - God's fingerprints, clearly, handled 
my every word. Even more, I want the Lord's will to fall 
on earth, not because I am good (far from it), but because 
He is good, all good. And, more than enough.

What would happen if  we prayed like Paul? God got 
me asking this question. So, I searched every prayer Paul 
prayed (below) to find the essence of  God's power held 
within his words. What I found were 12 categories of  
prayer. I hope they bless you as much as they did me! 

1. God, I thank you for others.
I ask you to fill them, and myself, with knowledge of  your 
will, with wisdom and understanding. Even more, may 
I pursue others with love, through prayer, while building 
unity.

"I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of  you, I always pray with joy because of  
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of  this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of  Christ 
Jesus." - (Philippians 1:3–6)

"First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all 
of  you, because your faith is being reported all over the 
world. God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preach-
ing the gospel of  his Son, is my witness how constantly I 
remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that 
now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me 
to come to you." - (Romans 1:8–10) 

2. God, may others be saved.
May they understand the fullness of  your love.

"Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the 
Israelites is that they may be saved." - (Romans 10:1)

"I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so 
that you will have a full understanding of  every good thing 
we have in Christ. Your love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the 
hearts of  the saints." - (Philemon 5–7)  

3. May your name be glorified.
May my life, and the lives of  those around me, be filled to 
the measure of  the fullness of  God (through love, hope, 
power, strength, faith, grace and mercy).

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. - (Romans 12:12)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God. And the peace of  God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. - (Phil. 4:6-7)

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow 
for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of  our God and Father 
when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. - (1 
Thess. 3:13)

4. Encourage our hearts, Lord God.
May the power of  Jesus Christ continually fill with joy, 
grace, peace and hope, through the Holy Spirit.

May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of  the Holy Spirit. - (Romans 15:13)

The grace of  the Lord Jesus be with you. - (1 Corin-
thians 16:23)

We have not stopped praying for you and asking God 
to fill you with the knowledge of  his will through all spir-
itual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in or-
der that you may live a life worthy of  the Lord and may 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of  God, being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might so that you 
may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giv-
ing thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 
in the inheritance of  the saints in the kingdom of light. 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of  darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of  sins. - (Colossians 
1:9–14)

5. May our hearts be in continual prayer.
May you open doors to our messages. May we proclaim 
Jesus. May we refresh others. May the mysteries of  Lord 
Jesus Christ be open as we fearlessly convey the gospel.

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door 
for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of  
Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim 
it clearly, as I should. - (Colossians 4:2-4)

I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the love of  the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying 
to God for me. Pray that I may be rescued from the unbe-
lievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints there, so that by God’s will I may 
come to you with joy and together with you be refreshed. 
The God of  peace be with you all. Amen. - (Romans 
15:30-33)

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of  the gospel, for which I am an am-
bassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as 
I should. - (Ephesians 6:19-20)

6. God, praise be to your name for all your good-
ness.
All goodness is you. We praise you for who you are, what 
you do and how you've blessed us with a new standing in 
Christ Jesus.

"Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of  compassion and the God of  all com-
fort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we our-
selves have received from God. For just as the sufferings 
of  Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ 
our comfort overflows. If  we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; if  we are comforted, it is for your 
comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of  the 
same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, 
because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, 
so also you share in our comfort." - (2 Corinthians 1:3-7)

"Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him 
before the creation of  the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleas-
ure and will—to the praise of  his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of  sins, in 
accordance with the riches of  God’s grace that he lavished 
on us with all wisdom and understanding. . . ." - (Eph-
esians 1:3)

7. We offer all thanks to you, God.
You do all things, You bring life and You deliver hope. 
Thank you for enriching us, keeping us and equipping us 
with spiritual blessings. We lack nothing. We praise you.

"But thanks be to God, who always leads us in trium-
phal procession in Christ and through us spreads every-
where the fragrance of  the knowledge of  him. For we are 
to God the aroma of  Christ among those who are being 
saved and those who are perishing. To the one we are the 
smell of  death; to the other, the fragrance of  life. And who 
is equal to such a task?" - (2 Corinthians 2:14-16)

"I always thank God for you because of  his grace giv-
en you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched 
in every way— in all your speaking and in all your knowl-
edge—because our testimony about Christ was confirmed 
in you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you 
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He 
will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blame-
less on the day of  our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has 
called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, is faithful." - (1 Corinthians 1:4-9)

8. God, may you heal us.
If  we do not see healing, please speak your truth into our 
heart. May we know that all you give is more than enough 
and that, in us, you are still working.

"Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take (thorn 
in flesh) away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-
ness.” - (2 Cor. 12: 8-9)

9. Father, may holiness and love thrive.
Sanctify us more and more.

"And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of  insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 
and blameless until the day of  Christ, filled with the fruit 
of  righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 
glory and praise of  God." - (Philippians 1:9–11)

"Now we pray to God that you will not do anything 
wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the 
test but that you will do what is right even though we may 
seem to have failed. For we cannot do anything against 
the truth, but only for the truth. We are glad whenever 
we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your 
perfection." - (2 Corinthians 13:7–9)

10. God, may grace abound in me, to me and 
through me.
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 
brothers. - (Galatians 6:18)

The grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
Amen. - (Philippians 4:23)

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. - (1 
Thessalonians 5:28)

The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. -  (2 
Timothy 4:22)

Grace be with you all. - (Titus 3:15)

11. May you protect me and those I love.
Strengthen us too.

"And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and 
evil men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faith-
ful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil 
one. We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing 
and will continue to do the things we command. May the 
Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perse-
verance." - (2 Thessalonians 3:2–5)

12. God, again, we cry, thank you, Father.
Thank you for blessing us with the ability to serve you.

"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to 
his service." - (1 Timothy 1:12)

*Editor's Note: The following is adapted from 12 Pow-
er-Prayers: Sourced from Paul's Prayers by Kelly Balarie. 
To read the original article, follow this link.

Kelly Balarie, often called a "Cheerleader of  Faith", 
encourages other to live with passion and purpose. While 
Kelly has suffered through various mental, physical and 
financial trials, she has found God's unique plan in these 
dark places.

Human beings are in-
creasingly losing self-
discipline in this era 
that celebrates the 

adage that greed is good on all 
levels. I really feel that human 
beings, instead of  moving ahead, 
are in reality retracting their steps 
backward. There is cloud of  per-
version, illegality and inhuman-
ity. Rampant killing people in 
the name of  religion, Incidence 
of  sexual assaults, violent out-
rages and rape prove that human 
beings are in trap of  animalistic 
tendencies.

Nearly four out of  five wom-
en (79 per cent) in India have 
experienced some form of har-
assment or violence in public, ac-
cording to a latest survey by Ac-
tionAid UK. It also revealed that 
every three out of  four women in 
the western states of  the country, 
including Rajasthan, have experi-
enced some form of harassment.

Child sexual abuse is now 
chronic to our generation. Like 
Cancer, it is the plague of  the 
modern world. All workplaces 
and the domestic space have been 
becoming the theatre of  sexual 
assaults. Are our women and 
children really guilty or is it that 
there’s something rotten in our 
entire system? 

In 2016 alone, 36,022 cases 
of  child sexual abuse were re-
corded with the NCRB, as the 
Home Ministry stated releasing 
this data. This number is only 
a patch on the reality, where far 
more instances unfold on an eve-
ryday basis and are shunned by 
families in the fear of  disrepute. 
A child is sexually abused every 
fifteen minutes in our country. 
Another startling fact is this: 

most predators are known to the 
victim in close circles. Beginning 
with a warm hug from a particu-
larly friendly uncle, or a gentle tap 
from a neighbour, these gestures 
escalate in no time and the child 
is stuck in a dark corner with no 
escape. Her screams are silenced 
with confused parents juggling 
dignity, reputation and sympathy.

World Vision India, shows 
that one in every two children are 
sexually abused at some point of  
time during their childhood, one 
out of  five feel threatened that 
they may fall prey to the ways of  
sexual predators, and one in four 
families do not report incidences 
of  sexual violence. 

The Idealistic goals of “being 
a good person” are even more es-
sential today than they have been 
ever before. Adults are in need of  
far more surveillance, guidance 
and education in ethics than chil-
dren. We cannot pretend to live in 
a world exclusive of one gender. 
Assimilation and integration-of  
genders, classes, castes, communi-
ties, and nationalities-is essential 
in the modern, globalised world. 
Turning this around does not suit 
the sensibilities of today. The idea 
of integration has to be more ef-
fectively practiced. While harsh 
and unsuitable for modern days, 
the only answer to these animal-
istic tendencies could be the equal 
retort of primitive punishment.   

If  human values are no longer 
fashionable then of  course only 
divine intervention can shield the 
helpless and innocent children 
from the inhuman demons. If  the 
progress comes with bestial and 
perverted minds, then to hell with 
progress! Human beings can very 
well do without it.

Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to 
heart, you rebels.                    Isaiah 46:8

The way things are is an ongoing 
prophecies of the last days. Every 
headline we see on the front pages 

reminds us not only of the news but of  
events which the Word said would oc-
cur in the days of these confronting and 
challenges hard days. The warnings are 
on, so are the judgments  and it will be 
to the saint’s glory to take to heart the 
words which comes from the mouth of  
God. Seeing the world as it is, all of her 
systems and orders will come to an end  
at it appointed time. Listen to this: The 
sinners of Noah’s time did not expect 
the flood to come; neither were the sin-
ners of Lot’s time prepared to face the 
fire which would eventually destroy 
them. Trust this, the world is not going 
to be holier and it will only be to the 
sinner’s loss to suffer much loss. This is 
not desired and wed don’t think anyone 
will desire to be in the category of the 
condemned. So in the truth I make this 

urgent declaration that while the time is 
right every one must seek the truth and 
be reconciled to God. ( The ones who 
are already on a high are on a high. ) It 
is only when a wrong is committed that 
rebuke comes and it is never our desire 
for anyone to keep on sinning. 

God has reserved a day of judg-
ment and it will be a dread for anyone 
to fall into the hands of the living God. 
The chastening will surely increase and 
blessed will be the man who takes heed 
to what the Word says. Thus it is written 
“Listen to me you stubborn hearted, you who 
are far from righteousness. I am bringing my 
righteousness near, it is not far away; and my 
salvation will not be delayed. I will grant sal-
vation to Zion, my splendor to Israel”. (Isai-
ah 46:12, 13)  No one can ever love us 
like God does and it is so important for 
everyone to understand it. Remember, 
the Word did not come to this world to 
condemn sinners but to save them. Since 
the wicked will ultimately be judged, it 
will be wise for every sinner to return to 
the cross of Christ in repentance. In the 
book of Job, the scripture states “Blessed 

is the man whom God corrects; so do not de-
spise the discipline of  the Almighty. For he 
wounds, but he also binds up. He injures, but 
his hands also heal”. (Job 5:17,18) God’s 
promises are great and it is important to 
fear God and to shun evil. 

The sinners in the Bible were re-
buked so many times and those who 
accepted it were saved, while the rest 
were condemned. To speak of this, we 
are also reminded of Absalom who rav-
ished David’s concubines and the result 
of his folly was that he had to die in dis-
honor. Harsh as it sounds the declara-
tions of it are a warning in itself. The last 
book of the Scripture states “Let him who 
does wrong continue to do wrong; let him 
who is vile continue to be vile; let him who 
does right continue to do right; and let him 
who is holy continue to be holy”. (Revela-
tion 22:11)  The warnings in scripted  in 
the scripture are to be feared and obeyed 
and whoever honors it will win God’s 
honor. Mark this: Those who belong to 
Christ will do what God says but those 
who does not will only rebel against 
God’s Word. ( John 8:47 ) ( Emphasis 

added ) Let me make an illustration: If  
there are some boys and girls partying 
on the street and a speeding truck comes 
against them, it will be wiser still to push 
them on the safer side than for them to 
meet their end in their sins. Though they 
may be bruised by the acts of their rescu-
ers it will be worst  for them to die at the 
hands of those who wants them dead. 
The realities are made known to convict  
the sinners of their sins and to further 
equipped God’s people to face the bat-
tles ahead. Fix you eyes on this: Rather 
than just criticizing the sinners, it will be 
wiser still to save them. Even as I write 
this for the cause of the eternal, I pray 
that multitudes will receive deliverance 
from the sins and the evils which binds 
them. Remember Samson if  you are 
to think of this and we urge you t trust 
God’s Word completely. If  salvation is 
your desire the salvation of everyone 
will be your passion too. May the power 
of Christ bless every soul who has read 
this and we trust God’s power to work 
mightily in you too even as it is at work 
in us. God is the witness.

Politicians of  the day are lectur-
ing us that there is no peace in 
the State because of  the un-
resolved political movement 

and since peace is prerequisite to de-
velopment their Government is unable 
to develop the State. Shall we call this 
is a blatant lie or a hush-up of  their 
inability to govern the State because 
even as they continue to blame the im-
aginary absence of  peace for the prev-
alent impoverished State, each one of  
them along with their cohorts is being 
enriched and developed at the expense 
of  the State’s exchequer. Fortunately, 
this is keenly observed by the society 
and misappropriations of  various De-
partments are being unearthed by well 
meaning NGOs and Student’s com-
munity. We all know that there was a 
time when Nagas were all so innocent 
and gullible that they could be easily 

cheated and bluffed but today we live 
in a time when all Nagas cannot be 
fooled at a time. 

 Blaming ownership system of  the 
State as a hindrance to development 
chanted by some Ministers, even Chief  
Ministers, and few top bureaucrats 
time and again is another comical cho-
rus. This line of  thought only affirms 
their lack of  commitment and exhibi-
tion of  their poor education. Another 
equally flimsy contention of  concen-
trating the business hubs in the foot-
hill areas under the guise of  NSDZ by 
leaving out the majority hill areas and 
its population and, in the same note, 
suggests setting up of  airports on the 
hills is pure schizophrenia. I am not 
against bringing in railways or airports 
into our mountains but in all fairness 
these are not the need of  the people 
now. The sarcasm is most of  these 
VIPs have seen the world. They have 
seen prosperous Mountainous, Desert 

and Island countries and coming back 
home to offer nothing but blame our 
State’s hilly topography and the Arti-
cle 371(A) that protects rights of  the 
people as impediment to progress is 
simply incompetency, cowardice and 
poverty of  ideas.

It appears that Nagaland is led and 
governed by a “Pack of  rowdy people” 
who cannot see beyond their kitchens 
blinded by their graze for power and 
money. The fruits of  such visionless 
leadership and governance are cor-
ruption, lawlessness, injustices and the 
end result of  which is the misery of  
the people beyond redemption as long 
as power is vested in such leaders. Vi-
sionless governance include wrong pri-
orities in developmental plans like the 
recently held “colloquium on roads” 
that stressed on superhighways when 
the minimum required roads are not 
there and maintenance of  the existing 
roads are crying need of  the hour. 

To conclude, Peace is not prereq-
uisite to development or progress. If  
we want peace, we must fight for de-
velopment; if  we want development, 
we must fight for justice; if  we want 
justice, we must fight for accountabil-
ity; and if  we want accountability, we 
must punish the guilty without fear or 
favor. This is the brazen truth to peace 
and progress. The only question is do 
we have the will and the courage to 
stand up for Justice at any cost. This 
is pertinent because no one can give us 
peace nor develop us except ourselves. 
Cowardice will take us nowhere except 
into more chaos and vegetative life. All 
tribes claim themselves to be warriors 
but that was a long time ago. Can we 
kindle in us that spirit again for a dig-
nified life or remain cowards, for this 
is what we Nagas are today, and die an 
ignominious death a hundred times in 
life until we actually die? 

yanthanjonas@gmail.com
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A night of troubled 
sleep and strange dreams might have you feeling 
listless and lacking in motivation. Pull yourself  
together. Opportunities may come your way that 

you’ll want to take advantage of. You’ll come up with some 
interesting new ideas. Your energy level could go up and 
down, however. Eat properly and stay focused in order to 
make the most of the planetary energies.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Mood 
swings and irritating little distractions could 
have you temporarily at odds with a partner. 
You may perceive insults where none are in-

tended. Communication is strained. It’s best to get out 
by yourself  for a while and do something entertaining. 
That way you chase all the negative energy away. You 
can be your old charming self  when you see your part-
ner again.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Inspiration 
could hit you today like a bolt from the blue. 
Your imagination, innovation, and ingenu-
ity are high. Whatever you devise or discover 

should attract a lot of  positive attention. Your nerves 
could be a bit stressed, so try to remain calm and not get 
too flustered if  you hit a few roadblocks here and there.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Help with a 
creative project - either working on the project 
or promoting it in some way - could come from 
an unexpected quarter, increasing your inspira-

tion. This is an excellent time to present anything you’ve 
done to the public or to those who matter. You’re feeling 
especially innovative, and you should make the most of it. 
You might be surprised by what you accomplish.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might 
host some kind of  group activity or meeting 
in your home. A number of  interesting people 
could attend. Some may have a lot of  good 

ideas to share. This is a good day to work toward finan-
cial gain either for you or for a cause that means a lot to 
you. If  fundraising is an issue, you should come up with 
some great plans.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An intense phone 
call, perhaps some kind of  cry for help, could 
come today from a relative or close friend. 
You’re more strongly equipped than usual to 

help someone in need, but try to stay objective. The per-
son may be exaggerating the situation or confused about 
its true nature. In fact, all communications could be con-
fusing. It may be difficult to separate fears from reality.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Experiments 
with computers or other technology could 
reveal a hidden talent you didn’t know you 
had. You could decide to work at developing 

this skill as it could open doors that increase your in-
come. Friends could help you either with this or other 
matters. By day’s end you’ll feel more focused than you 
were earlier.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your mind 
is going a thousand miles an hour. Differ-
ent ideas, interests, goals, and projects could 
dart through your mind all day. Write them 

down! Go through the list to see which ideas are work-
able, which are immediate, and which can wait for 
later. Take a long walk before bed or you might not be 
able to sleep.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Oc-
cultism, alchemy, or astrology could grab your 
interest today. You might attend a lecture or 
workshop on the subject, or you could sign up 

for a class. Your mind is sharp, so whatever you decide 
to study you’ll learn faster and retain more. Reading and 
experimentation could teach you a lot now. Other pos-
sibilities include meditation, ritual, or past-life regression.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Friends 
involved in the arts and sciences may want to 
get together today, perhaps to brainstorm a 
few ideas. You should be feeling innovative. 

Perhaps you have a lot to contribute. Group activities 
should prove satisfying, particularly those involving hu-
manitarian pursuits. This promises to be a busy, stimulat-
ing day. Don’t try to do too much and burn yourself  out.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a 
good day to keep a low profile. Any atten-
tion that comes your way today is suspect. 
Don’t trust the motives of  anyone who asks 

too many questions or who seems too interested in 
anything you’re doing. This isn’t a good day to start 
new projects or move forward with any new acquain-
tances. Lose yourself  in the pursuit of  your own in-
terests.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you 
might have lots of  plans for the future. Ideas 
could come thick and fast. You might find it 
difficult to decide which ones are most work-

able. You should be especially inspired, innovative, and 
enthusiastic. This is a good day to make plans and formu-
late ideas for creative projects.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Vivian Fernandes | IANS

Pakinrichapbo

Karnataka is dressing them up as 
“siridanya” or rich grains that 
should be on every thinking eater’s 
plate. For Icrisat, the Hyderabad-

based international crops research institute 
for semi-arid tropics, they are “smart foods 
of  the 21st century” which are “good for you 
-- the planet -- the farmer”.

Millets are officially classified as coarse 
cereals or food of  the poor. When I was 
school-going, my mother would frighten me 
into studying, because the alternative was 
possible deviancy, a term in jail and daily 
servings of  “ragi mudde” or steamed finger 
millet balls, which, in her view, was an agony 
worse that the loss of  liberty.

Now, their very coarseness endears them 
to the city-bred with delicate constitutions 
and a less squeamish attitude to excess. With 
lifestyle diseases like diabetes and hyperten-
sion upending communicable ones as major 
causes of  disability and death, millets have 
wormed their way back into urban diets, af-
ter they were banished by the Green Revolu-
tion.

Karnataka is plugging millets -- ragi and 
jowar, mainly -- at this cohort, hoping that 

gentrification of  the cereals and premium 
pricing would persuade the state’s farmers 
with less endowed soils to bring more area 
under them and give the neglected crops at 
least a modicum of  care for better yields.

Karnataka is also hitching them to the 
organic food movement because millets can 
do without chemical fertilisers and even if  
a farmer were inclined to apply them, the 
crops will not respond well in situations of  
water scarcity. Pest attacks can be warded 
off  with natural concoctions. Smart and safe, 
the state believes, will resonate with urban 
audiences.

“Primarily we are developing markets,” 
said Krishna Byre Gowda, Karnataka’s 
young Minister for Agriculture, who went 
to Rome to urge the United Nations through 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) to declare 2018 as international year 
of  millets. 

“We think farmers will grow what you 
tell them to grow. It does not work like that. 
Farmers look at markets. It is more impor-
tant to drive demand; the supply will follow,” 
he added.

This is a tack different from that of  Sik-
kim, which the Prime Minister declared as 
India’s first and only wholly organic state in 
January last year. No chemical fertilisers are 

sold in the state; so farmers have to use ma-
nure and compost. But the resultant lower 
yields have not been compensated with high-
er prices as the state failed to provide them 
the marketing wherewithal. The produce has 
to compete with non-organic fruits and veg-
etables from West Bengal. Local consumers 
are also reluctant to pay premium prices.

Half  of  15,500 mall-goers in seven cities 
said they were eating millets daily or on a 
weekly basis, in a survey, based on face-to-
face interviews, done for Icrisat. It is possible 
that the interviews were not done randomly, 
and there was a selection bias towards those 
who were older, because 42 percent of  about 
4,000 persons interviewed in Delhi for the 
survey, cited health complications as a rea-
son for consuming them.

Millets have low glycaemic value, which 
means they release energy slowly and there-
fore keep blood sugar levels stable. Besides, 
they are nutritious. According to the Na-
tional Institute of  Nutrition’s food composi-
tion tables, 100 grams of  ragi have 364 mil-
ligrams of  calcium, three times as much as 
the 121 mg found in buffalo milk. They are 
also rich in fibre.

Only eight percent of  those interviewed 
for the survey said they liked the taste; so 
palatability will have to be improved. Millets 

like bajra do not keep long; so they cannot 
be blended. Karnataka has engaged hotels, 
restaurants and chefs to create novel dishes 
and put millets on their menus.

Since taste is often acquired, catching 
them young through mid-day school meals 
could help. The Karnataka government is 
offering a bonus of  Rs 400 per quintal in 
addition to the minimum support price of  
Rs 1,700-1,725 per quintal of  jowar and Rs 
1,900 for ragi. The procured millets are sup-
plied through ration shops. Union Agricul-
ture Secretary Shobhana Pattanayak said 
efforts are being made to supply them to sol-
diers. If  the armed forces agree, a big market 
would open up.

Recommendation by doctors and trainers 
was also cited as a reason for consuming mil-
lets in the Icrisat survey. Curiously, though 
89 percent of  the interviewees said they were 
reasonably or very health conscious, only 31 
percent were aware that millets were healthy. 
This calls for a sustained education and 
awareness campaign to change the percep-
tion.

The consumption of  millets has declined 
in countries that saw the Green Revolution, 
which gave food security through high-
yielding varieties of  rice and wheat. These 
and maize are now the big three cereals that, 

according to Joanna Kane-Potaka, Director, 
Strategic Marketing at Icrisat, provide about 
50 percent of  the world’s protein intake to 
humans.

Rice alone soaks up about 45 percent 
of  the crop research money. More research 
money would have to be lavished on millets 
to raise yields as they are the last crops stand-
ing during droughts; bajra, it is said, can tol-
erate 10 degrees C more heat than wheat.

They are also good for animals. Millet 
fodder sells for the same price as millets, says 
Gowda, because they raise milk yield. Since 
the dairy industry is thriving, millet produc-
ers should hitch on to it. In North Karnataka, 
Gowda adds, it is a practice for farm owners 
to retain the fodder and let tenant cultivators 
keep the grain for own use or for sale.

Through Icrisat, Karnataka is mapping 
the genomes of  millets of  interest to its farm-
ers. Knowing the properties of  various genes 
will help in shortening the time taken to de-
velop new crosses with qualities like better 
palatability, improved shelf-life and higher 
yield through marker assisted selection. Next 
January it is organising an international fair 
in Bengaluru to promote millets and organics.

(Vivian Fernandes is editor of  www.
smartindianagriculture.in . He can be reached 

at vivianfernandesonly@gmail.com)

This article’s title may puzzle many 
readers, but not the astute readers 
who may begin to rethink on why 
and how Northeastern tribal com-

munities need each other now and in the 
future. I shall try to highlight unavoidable 
relevant factors on why we need each other 
by taking the past and present accounts of  
Northeastern regional politics from the 
time modern Assam, as a separate prov-
ince, was constituted in 1874 by the Brit-
ish Govt. of  India (and not by the political 
dominance of  the then Assamese popula-
tions to administer large tribal populations 
in the Northeast region). 

The main purpose of  this article is to 
build a bridge between tribal groups and 
not incite any communal misgivings; and, 
at the same time, describe what the tribal 
communities had faced since the arrival of  
the British Colonial Power and after the 
transfer of  Power to Newly Independent 
Indian Govt. By studying the exploitive 
history of  the various tribal groups under 
the British Colonial authorities during the 
pre-Independent era and later in the post-
Independent period, it has forced me to 
think that these vulnerable tribal commu-
nities need to seriously study on why they 
need each other. These tribal traditional 
landowner groups have been exploited eco-
nomically, socially, and politically chiefly 
aided by their backwardness and their re-
fusal to learn anything valuable from the 
past has facilitated their exploitations even 
to this day.

Sensing absolute domination by exter-
nal factors, numerous tribal groups fought 
for self-determination by resorting to arms 
struggle that brought about more destruc-
tion leading to the implementation of  AF-
SPA. Until the tribal people give up their 
futile violent arms struggle, AFSPA will re-
main indefinitely. What we need now is an 
ethnic alliance with the progressive diplo-
matic approach with timely compromises 
on certain sensitive issues regarding land 
and resources. These tribal groups have an 
aspiration for having their own “Nation-
State” in order to protect their traditional 
land, identity, and to empower themselves 
economically. However, this could not be 
achieved because these groups (instead of  
supporting each other by compromising) 
continue to engage in direct confronta-
tion on the basis of  ethnic lines. As long 
as they oppose each other, they will be 
easily manipulated as usual by larger non-
tribal communities, and their demand for 
statehood or more autonomy will never be 
fulfilled. If  these tribal groups fail to coop-
erate and establish a working alliance, all 
the present vast unoccupied lands and ter-
ritories will soon be captured by non-tribal 
immigrants. And do not forget that a huge 
portion of  the tribal lands in the northeast 
are already occupied and owned by non-
tribal immigrants.

The aspirations of  the Northeast tribal 
groups such as the Boros, Nagas, Kukis, 

Karbis, Dimasas, Garos, Hmar, etc. are 
very much similar, except the case of  the 
Nagas, where it touches matters concern-
ing sovereignty and integration, while the 
rest demand for statehood under the Indi-
an Constitution. Whatever the differences, 
if  these ethnic groups fail to come to an 
understanding and build a working alli-
ance, their demands of  statehood will only 
remain a demand on paper occasionally 
accompanied by imposing bandh called by 
respective ethnic groups.

Tribal Communities and Their Political 
Aspirations
Apart from the numerous tribal groups’ 
agenda of  attaining statehood, the Nagas 
rightfully claim that they were neither 
conquered nor subjugated by any outside 
forces until the arrival of  the British Co-
lonial power in their lands. This historical 
fact still keeps the idea of  Naga National-
ism alive. This instills fear on tribal as well 
as non-tribal communities to safeguard 
each respective state’s integrity, which was 
largely facilitated by the transfer of  pow-
er from the Colonial British power to the 
newly established Union Govt. of  India.

 Certainly, there are countable Naga 
populations in Nagaland, Manipur, and 
other Naga inhabited areas that do not 
agree with integration demands of  the 
Naga Nationalist groups. Also the repeat-
ed claim of  the Manipur Govt. that there is 
no Naga owned lands in Manipur has fur-
ther hurt the sentiments of  the Naga com-
munities making it more determined for 
us to carry on our political aspiration.  In 
addition, we need to stop pointing fingers 
towards the Union Govt. since we seem to 
believe that every sort of  disunity among 
us is part of  a grand conspiracy by the In-
dian Intelligence to intentionally destroy 
and undermine Naga political movement.

Similarly, other tribal groups having 
their own aspiration of  attaining statehood 
should think twice before opposing Naga 
aspirations as their respective states’ gov-
ernments headed by non-tribal communi-
ties will never consider their statehood de-
mand. Here, the Naga Nationalist groups 
cannot ignore to make a sensible compro-
mise on their part for without the support 
of  neighboring communities all Northeast 
regions are likely to unite in their opposi-
tion against Naga political aspiration. In 
National or international law, without sup-
port and recognition from another state, 
no new state can be established and rec-
ognized.

Tribal communities also ought to un-
derstand the nature of  Indian national pol-
itics if  tribal communities wanted to safe-
guard their customs, lands, resources, and 
identity to empower themselves economi-
cally. Indian National politics colored by 
religious and caste intrigues facilitated by 
the rules of  numerical strength based on 
population and size of  states, guaranteed 
by the provisions of  the Indian constitu-
tion, which tribal communities will never 
reach in the near future, should b properly 
understood before the tribal communities 

blindly following such an unhealthy sys-
tem.

Majority of  tribal communities have 
observed but never thought deeply about 
what is usually discussed in the Indian par-
liament and what the tribal MPs from the 
Northeastern states do in the parliament 
apart from their rare speeches delivered 
once in a blue moon. Issues regarding the 
Northeast region are not given serious at-
tention in the parliament; for instance, the 
devastating Assam Flood, a few months 
ago, had never been considered as a Na-
tional calamity.  In such conditions, what 
will be the best option for minor tribal 
communities of  Northeast? “Delhi Chalo” 
program will make tribal communities 
puppets and is making us puppets more 
than ever.

Tribal Identity Crisis
Tribal communities of  Assam demanding 
statehood like Boros, Karbis, and Dima-
sas never agreed to be called Assamese, 
for they say they have their own language 
and distinct tribal identity. We should not 
forget that even the Assam State Assembly 
could not give a proper unambiguous defi-
nition of  who the Assamese are. Besides, 
the origin and development of  Assamese 
language are absolutely different from dia-
lects of  tribal communities in Assam. As-
samese Script is said to have closely resem-
bled with the Mithilakshar script of  the 
Maithili language, as well as the Bengali 
script. In short, these tribal communities 
are one of  the oldest settlers even preced-
ing Ahom dynasty ruled Assam.

The arrival of  the British accompa-
nied by educated Bengali community soon 
completely changed Northeast politics and 
its demography. Before the establishment 
of  the British administration, each tribal 
community was living independently. It 
is only with the arrival of  the British that 
new state identities were created, forcing 
the powerless tribes to succumbed to new 
non-indigenous identities. As a result, 
many small tribal groups have lost their in-
digenous dialect and identity, and are now 
absorbed into greater linguistic Assamese 
identity. For the record, King Suhungmung 
was the first Ahom King to adopt Hindu 
name ‘Swarga Narayan’ and the history 
of  Assam change along with it, leading 
to usage of  Assamese language over their 
Tai-Ahom language. Only recently has the 
Ahom language been revived.

The same identity crisis plagues the 
Nagas and Kukis of  Manipur. The major-
ity of  Nagas and Kukis hate to be called 
Manipuris. Now, the readers may know 
why. In India, as a result of  one’s birth, 
one comes under General, ST, SC, or OBC 
category of  citizen. Not to forget that larg-
er communities can never give up the habit 
of  exploiting minorities in every aspect.

Next shortcoming is the unequal rep-
resentative system in Parliament and State 
Assemblies.  Under such system, the ma-
jority communities will always hold the 
political power unperturbed to dictate the 
minorities. For instance, in states like Ma-

nipur, the total tribal elected representa-
tives in state assembly does not even reach 
half  of  larger Meetei community. Such a 
political system forces the minority to be at 
the mercy of  the majority run govt.

Manipur tribal communities have the 
largest population working in the metro 
cities due to lack of  earning avenues in 
their own home state. For Tripura, the 
case is worst. The indigenous population 
of  Tripura is now demanding for their own 
state in their own traditional lands as they 
are overpowered in every sector by the un-
checked inflow of  immigrants.

Tragedy after tragedy afflicts North-
east’s tribal communities; yet, the lack of  
mutual support has blocked the political 
aspirations of  the tribal groups. In face of  
such realities, we need more of  each other 
now more than ever.

The Destructive Role of  the Union and 
states government
Though the flow of  funds from Central 
Govt. for developing the backward tribal 
communities are high, funds allotted are 
not judiciously used for economic empow-
erment. The funds are mismanaged by the 
respective state governments along with 
the cooperation of  the tribal elites consist-
ing of  elected representatives, bureaucrats, 
and leaders at district and village levels. 
Having said this, my honest intention is to 
highlight the poor conditions and major 
causes of  such conditions of  all vulnerable 
tribal communities of  Northeast region 
and suggest a way forward.

Let’s take the example of  Assam and 
Manipur. In terms of  infrastructural de-
velopment, Assam and Manipur are quite 
ahead than their neighbouring states. Yet, 
the number of  tribal communities of  As-
sam and Manipur living below poverty 
line is quite high. Majorities of  the tribal 
youth population continue to flocks to In-
dian Metropolitan cities for better job op-
portunities. They do so not fearing racial 
attacked for they need jobs to support their 
families. Such flocking of  tribal youths to 
metro cities applies to all the Northeastern 
tribal communities. Here, the tribal people 
are also to be blamed for being ignorant 
to check their respective govt. policies. For 
instances, tribal population of  Manipur 
has always accused the Manipur Govt. 
of  step-motherly treatment; yet, they do 
nothing legally to check the policies of  
their govt. Instead, the elected tribal rep-
resentatives getting cabinet berth silence 
the whole tribal populations, such trends 
continue and the condition of  the poor 
tribes continue to remain unbearable. As 
a result, the development gap between the 
valley and the hills continue to widen. One 
of  the major causes for such an outcome is 
the result of  securing more representatives 
in their respective states assemblies’ base 
on size and population of  the communities 
further cutting along religious lines, caste, 
and ethnicity instead of  equal representa-
tion.

In parliament, the number of  represent-
atives from all Northeastern states does 

not even reach the quarter of  huge state 
like Uttar Pradesh. The same applies to 
the Northeastern states, where tribal elect-
ed representatives at state assemblies are 
much lower compared to larger communi-
ties under general category. Under such a 
system, the dominant groups will continue 
to dominate the minority groups socially, 
economically, and politically. Since the 
majority holds political power without 
any rotation and tend to run the govern-
ment arbitrarily, the final result is that the 
poor tribes have no access to impartial gov-
ernance in terms of  equal opportunity in 
employment to public offices or access to 
capital to start entrepreneurship and small 
business, forcing the majority of  the tribal 
youths to flock to metros for better earning 
prospective.

Possible Roadmap
To end any form of  exploitations, it shall 
depend on how the exploited victims re-
spond by using their intelligence, just as 
the way the African-Americans responded 
to slavery and denial of  their civil rights. 
So how should the tribes respond? Tribal 
communities need to remind themselves 
that rapid industrialization and building of  
infrastructure alone can neither guarantee 
total elimination of  poverty nor promote 
better living conditions. Take the example 
of  Mumbai and other states with metro 
cities, where the conditions of  the farm-
ers, laborers, and slums dwellers have not 
improved due to exploitation by crony and 
corrupted politicians dancing to the tune 
of  capitalists in running their state govt. 
The sad part is that tribal communities still 
own a large tract of  lands, yet they have 
no vision to develop their lands and in-
stead flock to already develop states with 
a metro city, where they are exploited in 
different forms.

Only the attainment of  their political 
aspiration can the tribal communities free 
themselves from their exploitative condi-
tions. When you have no political power, 
you will be left at the mercy of  the domi-
nant groups. This is what’s exactly hap-
pening to the poor tribal communities in 
the Northeast.

In the end, the tribal communities have 
no option but to rethink on each other com-
mon interests and build working alliance 
by establishing effective ‘Northeast Tribal 
League’ to support each other in achiev-
ing each respective political aspirations. 
Through timely compromise and by build-
ing a good network of  communications 
among the tribal communities, Northeast 
tribes can augment each other’s goals. In 
case failing to establish working alliance 
among tribal communities of  Northeast-
ern states, the bondage of  poverty and 
repeated socio-economic exploitations of  
the tribes will continue. Tribal communi-
ties of  the Northeast must decide within a 
few years time before it’s too late whether 
to succeed by employing non-violent cum 
democratic legal process to achieve their 
political aspiration or to continue being a 
puppet.

Pitching Millets as ‘Smart Food of 21st Century’
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Relatives and family members raise slogans against Max Hospital, Shalimar Bagh, background, after its 
licence was cancelled for doctors wrongly declaring a newborn baby dead, on Friday. 

PTI

Senior citizen coming out after casting their vote during the first 
phase of Gujarat state assembly elections in Rajkot on Saturday.

PTI

Modi tears into Congress 
over tweets by its ‘leader’

Govt. hints at 
reviewing rates in 
top GST bracket

Government’s decision on Max 
Hospital irrational, autocratic: 
Delhi Medical Association

phase polls amid EVM complaints 

Congress demands SC-monitored 
CBI probe into GSPC ‘scam’

Four CRPF personnel shot dead 
allegedly by colleague in C’garh

Rohingya crisis: Red Cross faced with ‘real challenge’ 

Lunawada/Bodeli (Guj), Dec. 9 
(PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday latched on to 
tweets by one Salman Nizami who, 
he said, was a Congress leader to 
tear into the opposition party.

In a stinging attack on the Con-
gress after former Union minister 
Mani Shankar Aiyar’s “neech aad-
mi” (lowly sort of a person) remark, 
he said a leader from the opposition 
party, who, he claimed, is campaign-
ing for Rahul Gandhi in Gujarat, 
has sought to know who his father 
and mother are.

At an election rally at Luna-
wada, the prime minister said India 
was his father and mother, and like 
a good son, he will spend his entire 
life serving the country.

“There is one Congress youth 
leader called Salman Nizami, who 
is campaigning for Rahul Gandhi in 
Gujarat. He said on Twitter that Ra-
hul Gandhi’s father (Rajiv Gandhi) 
and grandmother (Indira Gandhi) 
had sacrificed their lives, while his 
great grandfather (Jawaharlal Ne-

hru) was a freedom fighter. Okay, 
very good, we do not have a problem 
with that,” Modi said.

“Then he (a reference to Ni-
zami) went on to ask that Modi 
should answer who is his father and 
mother,” he said, quoting from the 
purported tweets of Nizami.

The prime minister disapproved 
of the use of this kind of language 
in public discourse. “Do we use this 
language in public discourse? Do we 
ask such things, this Salman Nizami 
is their star campaigner?” Modi said.

“What else has he tweeted, he is 
from Kashmir and he says he wants 
Aazad Kashmir. He called Indian 
armed forces rapists,” Modi said.

Lashing out at Nizami, the 
prime minister said he has also 
glorified Parliament attack convict 
Afzal Guru, who was hanged for 
his crime.

“That person has further said in 
his tweets that ‘ghar ghar se Afzal 
niklega’. Afzal Guru was sentenced 
to death by our courts and this man 
wants every home to produce Afzal.

“Do you want Afzal in every 
home? Can you allow Afzals in 
Gujarat?” Modi asked the crowd at 
the rally in Lunawada, Mahisagar 
district, where the second phase of  
polling will be held on December 14.

“The person who has spoken 
such things is campaigning for 
Rahul Gandhi. Should we forgive 
such people? Is this not an insult to 
our armed forces. To call our armed 
forces rapist is not their insult? 
Should we forgive such people?” 
Modi asked repeatedly.

Modi said he will serve the coun-
try till his last breath.

“I want to tell those who are 
asking who is my father and who 
is my mother... India is my father 
and India is also my mother. I, the 
son of Bharat Mata, will serve my 
motherland till the last breath of my 
life,” Modi asserted.

Continuing his tirade over Ai-
yar’s “neech” remark against him, 
Modi had yesterday read out a laun-
dry list of “abuses” poured on him 
by Congress leaders, including Sonia 

Gandhi and “her family members”.
At another rally today in Bodeli, 

Chhota Udaipur district, he asked 
does he become “neech” because 
he was born in a backward com-
munity? 

“Here (at the Bodeli rally) 
people of  OBC communities are 
sitting. I want to ask them, are we 
useless as we are born in backward 
class? Are we useless as we are 
born in backward community? 
Should we approve if  someone 
says that we are ‘neech’? Modi 
asked. “It’s time to throw such a 
party out of  Gujarat,” the prime 
minister said, stepping up his at-
tack on the Congress.

Modi said the Congress is “abus-
ing” him out of desperation. 

“They have lost everywhere in 
elections. They think if  they can 
defeat Modi, then the chair can 
be kept vacant for their ‘yuvraj’ (a 
veiled reference to Rahul Gandhi). 
As they have (repeatedly) lost elec-
tions, they have started abusing me,” 
Modi said.

Mumbai, Dec. 9 (PTI): 
After slashing the GST 
rates of over 200 items last 
month, the government 
today hinted at reviewing 
levies on the items in the top 
28 per cent tax bracket.

On November 10, the 
GST Council, headed by 
Finance Minster Arun Jait-
ley, had lowered Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) rates 
on over 200 items, ranging 
from chewing gum to choc-
olates, to beauty products, 
wigs and wrist watches.

As many as 178 items 
of  daily use were shifted 
from the top tax bracket of  
28 per cent to 18 per cent, 
and a uniform 5 per cent tax 
was prescribed for both air-
conditioned and non- AC 
restaurants.

“We have already re-
duced GST slabs of 12 per 
cent to 5 per cent and 5 per 
cent to zero per cent (on six 
items). Going forward, we 
may look at reviewing the 
28 per cent slab,” Union 
Minister of  State for Fi-
nance Shiv Pratap Shukla 
said at an event here this 
evening.

The GST Council had 
also pruned the list of items 
in the top 28 per cent slab to 
just 50 from 228 earlier.

Following this major re-
jig in GST rates, Jaitley had 
hinted at a further scope for 
rationalisation of rates.

“In four months, we 
have rationalised the 28 per 
cent slab. Such rationalisa-
tion (will happen in future) 
depending on revenue buoy-
ancy,” Jaitley said at an 
event last month.

Shukla said by March 
next year, the government 
will ensure that all the proc-
esses under the GST are 
simplified. 

The GST, a landmark 
tax reform which subsumed 
a host of  central and state 
levies, came into force on 
July 1.

New Delhi, Dec. 9 (IANS): The Delhi 
Medical Association (DMA) on Saturday 
called Delhi government’s decision to 
cancel the licence of Max Hospital, Shali-
mar Bagh, after it erroneously declared a 
newborn dead, “irrational and autocratic”.

The DMA added that the government 
should have waited for the report of Delhi 
Medical Council (DMC) which would be 
submitted in a few days.

According to DMA, while the investi-
gation against the concerned doctors was 
expected, the decision to shut down the 
entire hospital is too harsh. 

“The decision to shut the entire hospital 
is irrational and autocratic. Private hospitals 
bear 80 per cent of the patient’s burden in 
Delhi. Action against the concerned doctors 
is expected but why should all other depart-
ments and the hospital suffer,” Ashwini 
Goyal of DMA told IANS.

In the cancellation order, which comes 
after a three-member panel had submitted a 
report to Delhi Health Minister Satyendar 
Jain, the government has stopped the hospi-
tal from admitting any new patient and put 
a stop to all outpatient treatment services 

and laboratory testing on the premises.
The baby boy -- 22-weeks premature -- 

was declared dead by Max Hospital on No-
vember 30 and handed over to the parents in 
a plastic bag, along with his still-born sister. 
However, the baby started moving while 
being taken for burial. The baby was then 
admitted in north Delhi’s Agarwal Nursing 
Home but died on Wednesday.

The Indian Medical Association (IMA) 
termed the cancellation of  licence “too 
harsh a step”.  It backed the hospital and 
said if  all hospitals start facing such situ-
ations where patients die due to such mis-
takes, healthcare will come to a halt.

The DMA said it will also call for a 
strike if  needed and will appeal to the 
government to revoke the decision to Max 
Hospital’s license cancellation.

According to Goyal, DMC, being a 
statutory body, has taken cognizance of the 
matter and will come out with their report 
in a day or two.  Meanwhile, terming the 
Delhi government order harsh, the Max 
Hospital said they were not given adequate 
opportunity to put forth their side of  the 
story.

Gandhinagar,  Dec. 9 
(IANS): Around 50 per 
cent voting was recorded by 
late afternoon on Saturday 
for the first phase of  Gu-
jarat Assembly polls, while 
complaints about malfunc-
tioning Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVM) continued 
to come in.

The voter turnout this 
time is unprecedented and 
there is even speculation 
that it might surpass the 90 
per cent mark. 

At 3 p.m., the voting 
percentage was around 50 
per cent.

The poll percentage at 
2 p.m. was: in Valsad-48, 
Kaprada-42, Tankara-54, 
Morbi-49, Botad-45, Gad-
hda-39, Umargaon-45, 
Vankaner-53, Jamnagar 
overall-40, Jam Jodhpur-40, 
Surat-44, Dang-25-30, Por-
bandar-38 to 44, Jamnagar- 
36 to 40, Surendranagar- 50 
to 55. Navsari too registered 
more than 50 per cent vot-
ing.

Surprisingly, Rajkot 
which is known for its ‘si-
esta time’ from 1 to 4 in 
the afternoon, registered 
around 40-45 per cent vot-
ing with people seen queu-
ing up in the afternoon to 
vote. Rajkot’s Visavadar saw 
their voter, former Chief  
Minister Keshubhai Patel, 
exercise his rights coming 
all the way from his resi-
dence in Gandhinagar.

Raipur/New Delhi, Dec. 
9 (PTI): Four CRPF per-
sonnel, including two sub-
inspectors (SIs), were today 
killed and another wounded 
when their colleague alleg-
edly opened fire at them in 
the Naxal-affected Bijapur 
district of Chhattisgarh, of-
ficials said.

The fratricide was re-
ported around 5 PM at a 
camp of  the Central Re-
serve Police Force’s 168th 
battalion under Basaguda 
police station area of  the 
Bijapur, Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (Dantewa-
da range) Sundarraj P told 
PTI in Raipur. According 
to preliminary information, 
constable Sanath Kumar al-

legedly opened fire with his 
service weapon, an AK 47 
rifle, leaving four personnel 
dead on the spot and another 
injured, he said.

Three of the four CRPF 
men killed in the fratricide 
were senior to Kumar. They 
have been identified as SIs 
Vikey Sharma, Megh Singh, 
Assistant SI Rajveer Singh 
and constable Sankara Rao, 
the IPS officer said.

ASI Gajanand suffered 
injuries in the incident, the 
DIG said. The bodies and 
the injured ASI were evacu-
ated from Basaguda to Bi-
japur at 6 PM. An MI17 
helicopter was sent to airlift 
the injured and the bodies to 
Raipur, he added.

New Delhi, Dec. 9 (IANS): 
The Red Cross is faced with a 
“real challenge” following the 
Rohingya refugee crisis triggered 
by violence in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine State, a senior official of  
the international humanitarian 
organisation has said.

“The specificity of  the situ-
ation is that only the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent movement 
is allowed to work in Rakhine 
State as humanitarian help,” 
Christine Beerli, Vice President 
of  the International Committee 
of  the Red Cross (ICRC), told 
IANS in an interview.

“So, it is a real challenge 
because the needs are big, the 
situation is tense,” said Beerli, 
who was here to attend the Inter-
national Conference on Certain 
Conventional Weapons.

More than 625,000 Rohing-

yas have fled to neighbouring 
Bangladesh since violence erupt-
ed in Rakhine late in August.

The minority Rohingya com-
munity does not enjoy citizen-
ship in Myanmar and is spar-
ingly given refugee status in 
Bangladesh.

Human rights monitors ac-
cused Myanmar’s military of  
atrocities against the minority 
population during its clearance 
operations following Rohingya 
militants’ August 25 attacks on 
multiple government posts.

Last month, however, Bang-
ladesh Foreign Minister Abul 
Hassan Mahmood Ali and Min-
ister for the Office of  the State 
Counsellor of  Myanmar Kyaw 
Tint Swe signed a memorandum 
of  understanding (MoU) in Nay 
Pyi Taw for the return of  these 
refugees.

India has maintained that 
the issue should be handled in a 
humane manner, development 
activities should be initiated in 
Rakhine and conditions should 
be created for the safe and secure 
return of  the refugees to their 
homes. New Delhi has also sent 
relief  material for the refugees in 
both Rakhine and Bangladesh.

Stating that the Red Cross 
was working on both sides of  the 
border between Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, Beerli said that “we 
try really to do as a movement 
the best we can”.

“For a long time they (the 
Rohingya refugees) were in a 
certain sense caught in no man’s 
land,” she stated. “One of  my 
colleagues told me how he was 
there and helped in food distri-
bution, and how we can help 
these people in this situation.”

Beerli said that with the 
Cox’s Bazar refugee camp filled 
up with over 600,000 people, the 
Red Cross has found itself  in a 
difficult situation.

“Nobody knows exactly how 
it will go on. You hear a lot of  
different opinions and we have to 
see if  it will be possible for these 
people to go back,” she said.

Stating that the Red Cross 
would never influence these 
people, the ICRC Vice Presi-
dent said that it was for them to 
decide “in their free will to go 
wherever they want to go or stay 
where they want to work”.

“We are just helping and 
looking that they survive and 
they are not caught in a bad situ-
ation,” she said.

Asked if  the Red Cross was 
talking with the authorities in 
Myanmar, Beerli said that her 

organisation has been talking 
with all the parties in the midst 
of  this problematic situation.

“We are not a political insti-
tution... The definitive solutions 
have always to be found by the 
politicians. Peace can only be 
made by the politicians. We are 
humanitarians.”

Asked about India’s role 
in the current scenario, Beerli 
declined to comment, but said 
that India as a neighbour was 
well aware of  the situation in 
Myanmar.

“We are working together 
with the Indian Red Cross and 
we are happy to have them as 
partner,” she said. 

While the Red Cross is work-
ing with 80 foreign staff  and 546 
local staff  in Myanmar, there are 
21 foreign staff  and 68 local staff  
in Bangladesh.

Clear the air on EVM  
controversy, Omar urges EC
Srinagar, Dec. 9 (IANS): Jammu and Kashmir’s former Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on Saturday said that though he 
has been a votary for the fairness of the EVMs, the Elec on 
Commission must clarify the controversy raised over the 
func oning of these machines. “I’ve been extremely scep -
cal of EVM related conspiracy theories but I’m beginning 
to ques on my unwavering faith in the machines & their 
infallibility,” he said in a tweet, in a reac on to reports of 
malfunc oning of some EVMs during the first phase vo ng 
in Gujarat assembly elec ons on Saurday. Abdullah urged 
the EC to clarify the controversy to restore the people’s trust 
on the func oning of the EVMs. “I hope the Elec on Com-
mission can step up & address the ques ons that are being 
asked of it about the trustworthiness of vo ng machines,” 
he said in another tweet.

Woman commits suicide following 
death of fiance, an army jawan
Dewas (MP), Dec. 9 (PTI): A 22-year-old woman, engaged to 
an Army jawan who died in Kashmir earlier this week, alleg-
edly commi ed suicide at Barkheda village in Dewas district 
of Madhya Pradesh today. Jyo  Dhakad was to marry Army 
jawan Neelesh Dhakad (26) in April next year, said inspector 
B S Gora, in-charge of Hatpipaliya police sta on. Dhakad died 
of a bullet wound in Kashmir on December 5. According to 
official sources, it was a case of accidental firing. Further 
probe is on, he said.

18-month old baby dies of  
burn injuries in Noida
Noida, Dec. 9 (PTI): An 18-month-old baby girl who was 
ba ling for life a er suffering burn injuries last month died 
today at a hospital here, doctors said. The baby was admit-
ted to the hospital on November 14 by her father, Saurav 
Khan, a resident of Sector 105 here, doctors said, adding that 
she suffered burns a er boiling water fell on her accidentally. 
She succumbed to injuries today during treatment and the 
body was handed over to the family members, they added.

Class 12 student ends life
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 9 (PTI): A 17-year-old student allegedly 
commi ed suicide by shoo ng himself with a country-made 
firearm at Rehana village here, police said today. Udit Kumar, 
a Class 12 student, yesterday shot himself in his room as he 
was allegedly depressed over his prepara on for exams, SHO 
of Kotwali police sta on Sanjiv Sharma said. He was rushed 
to the district hospital where he declared dead, the police of-
ficer said, adding an inves ga on is underway in the ma er.

Teacher arrested on charge  
of raping student
Banda, Dec. 9 (PTI): A teacher has been arrested for alleg-
edly raping a minor girl here, police said today. The teacher, 
Arvind, lured the girl, a student of class 9, a er promising her 
financial assistance and raped her three days ago, in-charge 
of Mataudh police sta on Anita Singh Chauhan said. “The 
accused teacher was arrested yesterday,” Chauhan said, and 
added that the girl has been sent for medical examina on.

Journalist beaten up by liquor  
mafia in Nawada
Nawada, Dec. 9 (PTI): A journalist of a Hindi daily was beaten 
up by liquor mafia in Bihar’s Nawada district, police said 
today. The incident occurred when Vikas Kumar alias Sonu, 
working in the newspaper ‘Hindustan’ had gone to cover the 
raid on liquor mafia by a police team in Rajauli Dih area of 
the district last evening, Rajauli police sta on SHO Awadhesh 
Prasad said. Kumar, who received injuries in his head in the 
incident, was rushed to Rajauli primary heath centre from 
where he was referred to Gaya but the rela ves took him to 
Ranchi for treatment, the SHO said.

Woman shot dead in Muzaffarnagar
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 9 (PTI): A 25-year-old woman was 
shot dead by uniden fied assailants in her house at Akbar-
pur Sune  village in Shamli district, police said today. The 
incident took place last evening when Sameena was alone 
at her house, Circle Officer Rajesh Tiwari said, adding four 
bike-borne persons came to her house, shot her and then 
escaped from the spot. Sameena died on the spot, he said. 
The body has been sent for post-mortem, the CO said, add-
ing inves ga on is underway in the ma er.

PMK urges TN governor to call  
for report on gra  charges
Chennai, Dec. 9 (IANS): PMK leader Anbumani Ramadoss 
on Saturday submi ed a pe on to Governor Banwarilal 
Purohit requesting he call for a report from Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister K.Palaniswami on corrup on charges levelled 
against the AIADMK government. The pe on, submi ed by 
a delega on led by Ramadoss, comes in the wake of news 
reports alleging payouts made to some state ministers by 
businessman J.Sekhar Reddy. In the pe on, the PMK, lis ng 
out various charges against the government, urged Purohit 
to call for a report from the Chief Minister in the public inter-
est, in respect of the allega ons.

14 injured in J&K road accident
Jammu, Dec. 9 (IANS): Fourteen people were injured in a 
road accident in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch district on 
Saturday, officials said. Police said here that a bus, travelling 
from Loran village to Poonch town, went out of the driver’s 
control at Chandak. “The bus skidded off the road injuring 
14 passengers. The injured have been shi ed to the hospital 
for treatment,” police said.

Rajasthan ‘Love Jihad’ case: 
Accused sent to three-day remand
Jaipur, Dec. 9 (IANS): Shambhulal Raigar, accused of hacking 
a 48-year-old Muslim labourer, Mohammed Afrazul from 
West Bengal, and burning his body at Rajsamand in Rajas-
than, was sent to remand in police custody for three days. 
The Addi onal Chief Judicial Magistrate court at Rajsamand 
on Friday late evening also sent Raigar’s minor nephew, 
who shot the video of the incident, to a juvenile home. The 
15-year-old was produced before the bench of magistrates 
of the Child Welfare Commi ee who ordered the boy to be 
sent to the state’s reformatory home for juvenile delinquents.

Seven killed in road accident  
in Rajasthan
Jaipur, Dec. 9 (PTI): Seven people were killed and three 
others injured in a head-on collision between a passenger 
vehicle and a tanker today in Rajasthan s Dausa district, a 
police official said. The accident took place in Kherli village, 
under Sadar police sta on area, where road-construc on 
work was underway, Sub-Inspector Ram Singh said. Four 
people died on the spot and six others were rushed to a 
nearby hospital, Singh said, adding that three of them were 
referred to a hospital in Jaipur.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Vil lagers  of  Limdi 
village in Surendranagar 
district have boycotted the 
elections over their various 
grievances.

In Surat, in many of  
the Patidar dominated ar-
eas, posters emerged with 
photographs of  the dead 
Patidar youth, killed during 
and after the Patidar agita-
tion on the GMDC ground 
on August 25, 2015, reading 
“Don’t forget the sacrifice 
of these martyrs and uproot 
the BJP”.

Mal funct ioning  of  
EVM machines was re-
ported in Sattapar village 
in Anjar constituency and 

the polling process had to 
be halted.

Reacting to allegations 
by senior Congress leader 
about EVMs linked to Blue-
tooth devices in Porbandar, 
the Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO), Gujarat, B.B. Swain 
said: “We received the 
complaint with screenshots 
about the linkage of  EVM 
with WiFi or Bluetooth de-
vices. So we rushed the col-
lector, Porbandar, and our 
observers from the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
to the place. Their scrutiny 
says that there was no merit 
in the complaint by Arjun 
Modhwadia.” 

New Delhi, Dec. 9 (IANS): 
Terming it a scam, Con-
gress on Friday accused the 
BJP government in Gujarat 
and the Narendra Modi-led 
Central government of mis-
spending Rs 10,651 crore 
worth foreign exchange in 
the Gujarat State Petro-

leum Corporation (GSPC) 
and demanded a Supreme 
Court-monitored inquiry by 
the CBI in the matter.

The party also called it 
a “Gujarat model of  Cor-
ruption.”

“Latest revelations in 
the GSPC scam have re-

vealed reports of misspend-
ing of  Rs 10,651.80 crore 
of foreign exchange. This is 
evident from the examina-
tion of the accounts of the 
GSPC between 2006-07 
and 2015-16,” Congress 
spokesperson Ajoy Kumar 
told media persons.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Yemen’s slain ex-President Saleh 
buried
Sanaa, Dec. 9 (IANS):  Yemen’s slain former Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh was buried on Saturday here, 
six days after Houthis killed him following deadly 
street clashes that erupted after he switched sides, a 
Houthi official said. Saleh’s body was first handed 
over to the Parliament Speaker Yahya al-Raiee amid 
limited attendance from his supporters and Parliament 
members, Xinhua news agency quoted the official as 
saying. He was buried later. The official refused to 
reveal the location where the former leader was bur-
ied, but said “Saleh’s tomb is in Sanaa”.  Saleh, his 
relatives and his senior aides were killed on December 
4 after three days of  deadly street clashes between 
Houthi militias and the former resident’s armed loy-
alists in the capital. Officials at Saudi-backed Saleh’s 
party vowed to revenge their leader’s death and to 
continue fighting against the Houthis. The clashes 
first erupted last week after Saleh’s loyalists prevented 
Houthis from entering a Saleh-run mosque to secure 
a nearby religious celebration organised by the group 
in Sabeen Square in central Sanaa. Death toll from 
the week-long clashes in Sanaa increased to 234 
people with 400 others wounded, the International 
Committee of  the Red Cross for the Middle East had 
said earlier.

Sri Lanka joins China’s Belt & Road 
with operations of Hambantota Port
Colombo, Dec.9 (IANS):  Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe said on Saturday that the coun-
try has joined China’s Belt and Road Initiative with the 
launch of  operations at the Hambantota Port through 
a joint venture between the two nations. The port was 
handed over to the China Merchant Ports Holdings 
(CMPH) on a 99-year lease agreement at a ceremony. 
The Sri Lanka Ports Authority together with the 
CMPH will manage the operations of  the southern 
port. The Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road Initiative, proposed by China in 
2013, aims to build trade and infrastructure networks 
connecting Asia with Europe and Africa along the 
ancient Silk Road routes. Wickremesinghe said that 
with the development of  the Hambantota Port, steps 
were also being taken to construct an economic zone 
in Hambantota which would see hundreds of  foreign 
investors launching factories within this zone in the 
near future. The CMPH said in a statement that the 
Hambantota Port will be the largest multi-purpose 
port in Sri Lanka and also the island nation’s single 
largest private investment.

UAE’s performing art Al Azi in 
Unesco cultural heritage list
Abu Dhabi, Dec. 9 (IANS/WAM):  The United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion (Unesco) has added the traditional UAE perform-
ance art of  Al-Azi onto the list of  “Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of  Urgent Safeguarding”. The deci-
sion was taken during the 12th meeting of  the Inter-
governmental Committee for the Safeguarding of  the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage on Jeju Island in South 
Korea.  Al-Azi is a significant and important cultural 
heritage performance reflecting the United Arab Emir-
ates’ culture and Emirati society. The art of  Al-Azi 
depends on the repetition of  poems without music or 
rhythmic instruments. It is practised at national and 
social events to instil pride, loyalty and national values. 
The Intergovernmental Committee for Safeguarding 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage meets once a year to 
examine the heritage elements and practices that are 
nominated for inscription on the Unesco List.  Its 4th 
session in 2009 was held in Abu Dhabi after which 
the UAE adopted a number of  recommendations and 
issued decisions that contributed to Unesco’s journey 
towards achieving its key objectives.
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14 UN peacekeepers killed in Democratic 
Republic of Congo; three missing 

Israel strikes Gaza Hamas 
sites after rocket attacks 

Left alliance wins 27 seats, 
Nepali Cong 5 in Nepal polls

AfDB approves 
$265m loan 
for Morocco 
energy project

UK opposition leader says ‘Britain 
at crossroads’ after Brexit vote

North Korea-based groups hacking 
into Bitcoin exchanges —  Report

UN rejects US recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israeli capital 

Iraqi PM declares ‘end of 
war against IS’ in Iraq 

United Nations, Dec. 9 (IANS):  
Fourteen peacekeepers from Tan-
zania have been killed in the Demo-
cratic Republic of  Congo (DRC) 
and three are missing in what UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said on Friday was “the worst attack 
on UN peacekeepers in the organisa-
tion’s recent history”.

The director of the UN Opera-
tions and Crisis Centre (UNOCC), 
Ian Sinclair, told reporters that the 
killings occurred during a series of  
attacks on the UN peacekeepers 
in DRC’s North Kivu province on 
Thursday night. At least 53 peace-
keepers were injured.

Sinclair said that the numbers of  
victims could change and that 20 in-
jured peacekeepers had been evacu-
ated to higher-level trauma centre in 
Goma, the province’s capital.

There there were no reports 
of  death among the 2,914 Indian 
personnel deployed in the DRC 

peacekeeping operation, known by 
its French acronym, MONUSCO 
for Organization Mission in Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.

This was the third fatal attack 
on UN peacekeepers in the area in 
recent months, Sinclair said.

Under Secretary General for 
Peacekeeping Operations Jean-
Pierre Lacroix said the attacks 
were likely carried out by Allied 
Democratic Forces (ADF), a 
rebel group that operate across 
Uganda and the mineral-rich 
eastern DRC.

Guterres called the killings a war 
crime and said: “This is the worst 
attack on UN peacekeepers in the 
Organisation’s recent history. It is 
another indication of the enormous 
sacrifices made by troop contribut-
ing countries in the service of global 
peace.”

“I condemn this attack unequiv-
ocally,” he added.

General Assembly President 
Miroslav Lajcak said on Twitter that 
he was “devastated” by the attack.

Guterres said that military rein-
forcements have arrived at the site 
of the attack and that the force com-
mander, Lt. Gen. Derrick Mbuy-
iselo Mgwebi of South Africa, was 
there coordinating the mission’s 
response.”

MONUSCO is the largest peace-
keeping mission with more than 
15,000 personnel - and the deadli-
est now. Two peacekeepers from 
Tanzania were killed in North Kivu 
Province in October, and another in 
September.

Three Indian peacekeepers were 
killed in 2010 in an attack on their 
position in North Kivu, the same 
province as Thursday’s attack.

Thirty two Indian MONUSCO 
peacekeepers were injured in a gre-
nade attack last year.

Indian peacekeepers fought off  

an attack in the same province in 
October, killing two attackers. A 
UN official said that it was likely the 
attackers belonged to a local militia, 
Mai Mai.

Lacroix said that ADF elements 
had stepped up their activities in 
North Kivu in response to MONUS-
CO’s “increased robust” action 
against rebel forces in recent months.

He said that the Force Interven-
tion Brigade, which includes troops 
from several countries including 
Nepal, operates in the region. The 
brigade has a broader mandate than 
other elements in the UN peace-
keeping missions and is specifically 
authorised by the Security Council 
to carry out offensive operations 
against rebel groups to disarm 
them.

Lacroix characterised the ADF 
as “extremist in nature,” but also 
“focused on exploitation of natural 
resources in the area.

Gaza, Dec. 9 (IANS):  Is-
rael has targeted a number 
of  sites of  militant group 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip in 
retaliation for earlier rocket 
strikes.

The Israeli military said 
it hit a weapons manufac-
turing site and an ammuni-
tion store early on Saturday 
while a Hamas military post 
was also pounded by the 
Israeli war jets with two 
missiles in northern Gaza 
on Friday evening, the BBC 
reported. 

Ten Palestinians were 
hurt in the reprisal bomb-
ing, the Palestinian Health 
Ministry said.

The Israel shelling came 
after three rockets were fired 
from Gaza to Israel in the 
past day, with one hitting the 
southern city of Sderot.

Tensions between Is-
raelis and Palestinians have 
increased since US President 
Donald Trump recognised 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-
tal. Two Palestinians were 
killed and more than 300 
others were wounded during 
Friday protests in Gaza and 
West Bank.

Mahmoud al-Masry, 
30, was fatally shot during 
a “Days of  Rage” protest 
in the Gaza town of Khan 
Younis, while 54-year-old 

Maher Atallah died at the 
hands of Israeli troops in the 
northern part of Gaza, the 
Palestinian Health Ministry 
said.

Another 340 Palestin-
ians were wounded by rub-
ber bullets or live rounds, 
said the Ministry, while 
nearly 750 required medical 
attention for teargas inhala-
tion and blows, Efe news 
reported.

Though the largest 
number of  wounded was 
in the West Bank, the most 
serious injuries occurred in 
Gaza, where 170 people 
were shot

The Israeli Defence 
Force (IDF) said that 4,500 
Palestinians took part in 
“violent demonstrations” 
in Gaza hurling burning 
tires and rocks at troops and 
police.

Twenty-eight protesters 
were arrested in the West 
Bank, the IDF said.

The US saw itself  iso-
lated at the Security Coun-
cil session in New York as 
members of the UNSC criti-
cised its Jerusalem stand and 
warned that it would raise 
tensions in the area.

The political conflict 
over Jerusalem could turn 
into an unrelenting religious 
conflict, France’s Permanent 

Representative Francois De-
lattre said.

Citing several Council 
resolutions, he said that any 
unilateral changes to the 
city’s status would be null 
and void.

US Permanent Repre-
sentative Nikki Haley said 
the US “recognises the obvi-
ous, that Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel”.

She said the US con-
tinued to be “committed to 
achieving a lasting peace 
agreement”, and accused the 
UN of  bias, saying it “has 
outrageously been one of  
the world’s foremost centres 
of hostility towards Israel”.

“Israel will never be, and 
never should be, bullied into 
an agreement by the UN or 
by any collection of  coun-
tries that have proven their 
disregard for Israel’s secu-
rity,” Haley said.

Elsewhere, demonstra-
tions against Trump’s an-
nouncement have spread as 
thousands of pro-Palestinian 
protesters held rallies in Jor-
dan, Egypt, Iraq, Turkey, 
Tunisia and Iran.

Demonstrations were 
also held in Malaysia, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan and Indonesia, 
the world’s largest Muslim-
majority country.

Kathmandu, Dec. 9 (PTI): 
Nepal’s Left alliance has 
won 27 while the ruling 
Nepali Congress bagged 
five parliamentary seats in 
the country’s historic polls 
that many hope will bring 
the much-needed political 
stability to the Himalayan 
nation.

According to results re-
leased by Nepal’s Election 
Commission, the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal-Unified 
Marxist Leninist (CPN-
UML) has won 21 seats 
while its alliance partner 
CPN Maoist-Centre has 
emerged victorious in 6 
seats.

The Nepali Congress, 
which was the largest party 
in the last election, has won 
5 seats and the independent 
1 out of the total 33 parlia-
mentary seats whose results 

have been declared, officials 
said said.

There are a total of 165 
Parliament seats and 330 
provincial assembly seats 
under the direct election 
system.

In the provincial assem-
bly, CPN-UML has won 27, 
Maoist Centre 19, Nepali 
Congress 6, Naya Shakti and 
independent one each.

A total of  1,663 can-
didates contested polls for 
parliamentary seats while 
2,819 were in the fray for 
the provincial assembly seats 
in the historic elections that 
many hope will bring the 
much-needed political stabil-
ity to the Himalayan nation.

The polls will elect 128 
members of parliament and 
256 members of provincial 
assemblies.

The house of  repre-

sentatives consists of  275 
members, of  which 165 
would be elected directly 
under the first-past-the- post 
system while the remaining 
110 will come through the 
proportional representation 
system.

“The Election Com-
mission of  Nepal (ECN) 
succeeded with the logisti-
cal preparations as well as 
the operational aspects of  
conducting the elections 
in two phases, despite the 
date for the election set by 
the government just 97 days 
before the first election date,” 
the European Commission 
Election Observation Mis-
sion has said.

Voting in two-phased 
parliamentary and provin-
cial assembly elections were 
held on November 26 and 
December 7.

Rabat, Dec. 9 (IANS/
MAP): The African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) has 
approved a $265 million 
loan for a renewable energy 
project in Morocco.

The AfDB’s commit-
ment will help develop solar 
power plants (NOORM I 
and NOORM II) which 
will guarantee electricity 
supplies to more than 2 mil-
lion Moroccans with signifi-
cantly less CO2 emissions, 
the bank said in a press 
release. 

The investment is part 
of the bank’s continued sup-
port to Morocco’s $3 billion 
NOOR solar energy pro-
gramme, the report said on 
Saturday. It added that the 
renewable energy projects 
in Morocco were expected 
to grow significantly. 

Scaling up investments 
in energy is the African De-
velopment Bank Group’s 
top priority in a continent 
where more than 600 mil-
lion people do not have 
access to electricity, the 
bank said.  The new deal 
on energy for Africa is a 
partnership-driven effort 
with the aspirational goal of  
achieving universal access 
to Africa by 2025.

United Nations, Dec. 9 
(IANS):  The United States 
found itself  isolated at a 
special United Nations Se-
curity Council meeting in its 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, a move 
that set off alarms about the 
risk of escalating conflict in 
the Middle East.

Eight of the 15 members 
of the UN Security Council, 
the organization the looks 
out for peace and security 
around the world, had called 
for an urgent meeting on Fri-
day to analyze the decision 
taken by Washington, Efe 
news agency reported.

A sense of how isolated 
the United States had be-
come was in the air due to 
the decision announced by 
President Donald Trump, 
who since his electoral cam-
paign had expressed an obvi-
ous favouritism for Israel’s 
stance on the matter.

“The status of Jerusalem 
must be determined through 
negotiations between Israelis 
and Palestinians leading to a 
final status agreement,” the 
five European nations said 
in a statement at the end of  
the meeting.

The European Union 
“has a clear and united 
position: we believe that 
the only realistic solution 
to the conflict between Is-
rael and Palestine is based 
on two States, and with 
Jerusalem as the capital of  
both the State of  Israel and 
the State of  Palestine,” the 
statement said, indicating 
that until that occurs, the 
EU will not recognize any 
sovereignty over Jerusa-
lem.

The European statement 
was the only collective posi-
tion issued at the end of the 
Security Council meeting, 
which closed without a joint 
statement or resolution of  
any kind.

Meanwhile, the US 

envoy to the United Na-
tions, Nikki Haley, defended 
Trump’s announcement and 
took the occasion to slam 
the United Nations for what 
she believes is its “hostility” 
toward Israel.

Haley said that for many 
years, the United Nations 
“has outrageously been one 
of the world’s foremost cent-
ers of  hostility towards Is-
rael.”

At the start of the Securi-
ty Council meeting, the UN 
special envoy to the Middle 
East, Nickolay Mladenov, 
sounded that alarm about 
the recent US decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

In a video conference 
from Jerusalem, Mladenov 
warned of the “potential risk 
of  violent escalation” that 
exists following that decision 
and asked that all parties 
choose dialogue and avoid 
provocations.

Mladenov said that for 
both Israelis and Palestin-
ians, Jerusalem “is and al-
ways will be the centre of  
their life, their culture,” as 
well as the “symbol and 
cornerstone” of  the faith 
of many millions of people 
around the world.

“Jerusalem is a final sta-
tus issue for which a com-
prehensive, just and lasting 
solution must be achieved 
through negotiations be-
tween the parties,” said the 
UN special envoy to the 
Middle East.

He was referring to US 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognize Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel, 
and said it has caused great 
“anger” among Palestinians 
and “anxiety” across the 
Middle East.

“Only through construc-
tive dialogue can we hope 
to achieve peace and I call 
on all parties to remain en-
gaged,” Mladenov said.

Washington, Dec 9 (IANS): 
After the cryptocurrency 
mining market NiceHash re-
vealed this week that hackers 
wiped out its entire Bitcoin 
wallet, security researchers 
now claim North Korea-
based advanced persistent 
threat (APT) groups are 
increasingly attacking finan-
cial institutions and Bitcoin 
exchanges.

In a report in Sky News 
on Saturday, independent 
security researcher Ashley 
Shen claimed that after ex-
ecuting cyber attacks to steal 
confidential data and intel-
ligence, some of  the APT 
groups are now attacking 
financial institutions includ-
ing Bitcoin.

To reach this conclusion, 
Shen and her colleagues 
tracked attacks by hacking 
groups Lazarus, Bluenoroff  
and Andariel -- suspected to 
be North Korean operations.

“Digital currency might 
be easier to gain than physi-
cal currency. So I think it’s 
reasonable,” Shen was quot-
ed as saying.

The value of  Bitcoin 
has doubled in the last two 
weeks -- it crossed $14,000 
on Thursday, surging $2,000 
in less than 24 hours -- owing 
to futures trading over its 
price in markets in the US, 
leading to growing inter-

est among both individual 
investors and financial firms.

NiceHash said its pay-
ment system was compro-
mised and the contents of its 
Bitcoin wallet were stolen. 
Coindesk reported that the 
loss is about 4,736.42 Bit-
coins, worth more than $60 
million.

Meanwhile, as crypto-
currency continues to sky-
rocket in value and popu-
larity, malware targeting 
anonymous currencies such 
as Bitcoin will increase in 
2018, enterprise cybersecu-
rity company FireEye has 
said.

“Moving into 2018, we 
expect to see much more 
malware actively stealing 
cryptocurrency from weakly 
protected wallets, shimming 
password entry to wallets, 
stealing offline wallets for 
brute forcing or using cre-
dentials stolen from the 
same user,” the firm said.

Bitcoins are created 
through a complex compu-
ter process known as min-
ing, and then monitored 
by a network of computers 
across the world.

A steady stream of about 
3,600 new Bitcoins are cre-
ated a day -- with about 16.5 
million now in circulation 
from a maximum limit of  
21 million.

Geneva, Dec. 9 (IANS):  Britain will 
have to consider its global role after 
deciding to leave the European Union, 
but it wants close ties with Europe, the 
main UK parliamentary opposition 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said in Geneva 
on Friday.

“Britain is at a crossroads,” he said 
at the UN in Geneva. “The decision by 
British people to leave the EU in last 
year’s referendum means there has to 
be a lot of hard thinking about our role 
in the world,” Xinhua reported.

Corbyn, who leads the Labor Party, 
spoke to journalists at the United Na-
tions in Geneva after making a speech 
on human rights and international 
cooperation and on a day the EU said it 
and Britain had moved closer in agree-
ing terms of their divorce.

He said some people want to use 
Brexit, its decision to leave the EU, “to 
turn Britain in on itself  rejecting the 
outside world and turn everyone into a 
feared competitor”.

“Others want to use Brexit to put 
rocket boosters under our current 
economic system’s insecurities and 
inequalities. Turning Britain into a 
deregulated corporate tax haven, low 
wages, with limited rights, cut-price 
public services, in a wholly destructive 
race to the bottom.”

But Corbyn said his party wants 
“to see a close and cooperative relation-
ship with our European neighbours, 
outside the European Union, based on 
solidarity as well as mutual benefit and 
fair trade, along with a wider proactive 
internationalism across the globe”.

He said he will fight for non-tariff  
trade with the EU, but he did not 
answer a question on whether Britain 
would have another referendum if that 
cannot be achieved.

In his speech Corbyn warned that 
the “dominant global economic system 
is broken” and that it has produced a 
world where “a wealthy few control 90 
per cent of global resources, of growing 

insecurity and grotesque levels of in-
equality within and between nations”.

Corbyn attacked the governing 
Conservative Party of Prime Minister 
Theresa May saying, “Our government 
has played a central role in enabling the 
corruption that undermines democ-
racy, and violates human rights.”

“In Africa alone $35 billion is lost 
each year to tax dodging and 50 billion 
dollars to illicit financial flows, vastly 
exceeding the $30 billion that enters 
the continent of Africa as aid,” said the 
British opposition leader.

He spoke of  two exposes on tax 
evasion known as the Paradise Papers 
and Panama Papers, he said these 
showed that the powerful and super-
rich in the “cannot regulate themselves.

Corbyn added that the United Na-
tions has a “pivotal role to play to ad-
vance a new consensus, and common 
ground based on solidarity, respect for 
human rights, international regulation 
and cooperation”.

Baghdad, Dec. 9 (PTI/
AFP):  Prime Minister Haid-
er al-Abadi today declared 
victory in the three-year war 
by Iraqi forces to expel the 
Islamic State jihadist group 
that at its height endangered 
Iraq’s very existence.

“Our forces are in com-
plete control of  the Iraqi-
Syrian border and I therefore 
announce the end of  the 
war against Daesh (IS),” 
Abadi told a conference in 
Baghdad.

“Our enemy wanted 
to kill our civilisation, but 
we have won through our 
unity and our determina-
tion. We have triumphed in 
little time,” he said. IS seized 
vast areas north and west of  
Baghdad in a lightning of-
fensive in 2014.

With Iraq’s army and 
police retreating in disar-
ray at the time, Ayatollah 
Ali Sistani, spiritual leader 
of  the country’s majority 
Shiites, called for a general 
mobilisation, leading to the 
formation of  Hashed al-
Shaabi paramilitary units.

Iraq’s fightback was also 
launched with the backing 
of an air campaign waged by 
a US-led coalition, recaptur-
ing town after town from the 
clutches of  the jihadists in 
fierce urban warfare.

“I announce the good 

news: the liberation by Iraqi 
forces of  the whole of  the 
Iraqi-Syrian border,” the 
prime minister told the con-
ference organised by the 
Iraqi journalists’ union.

Iraq’s close ally Iran al-
ready declared victory over 
IS last month, as the jihadists 
clung to just a few remain-
ing scraps of  territory. But 
Abadi said at the time that 
he would not follow suit 
until the desert on the border 
with Syria had been cleared.

The jihadists’ defeat is a 
massive turnaround for an 
organisation that in 2014 
ruled over seven million 
people in a territory as large 
as Italy encompassing large 
parts of Syria and nearly a 
third of Iraq.

On the Syrian side of the 
border, IS is under massive 
pressure too. On Thursday, 
Russia’s defence ministry 
said its mission in support of  
the Syrian regime to oust IS 
jihadists had been “accom-
plished” and the country 
was “completely liberated”.

In the border region, pro-
government forces and US-
backed Kurdish-led forces 
are conducting operations 
to clear IS fighters from the 
countryside north of  the 
Euphrates valley after oust-
ing them from all Syrian 
towns.

The head of Iraq’s Joint 
Operations Command set 
up to fight IS, General Ab-
del Amir Yarallah, gave an 
update on Saturday to an-
nounce that the desert valley 
of Al-Jazira was under the 
control of  Iraqi troops and 
the Hashed all the way from 
Nineveh province in the 
north to Anbar in the west.

Federal forces “now con-
trol the border with Syria 
from Al-Walid border cross-
ing to that of Rabia”, cover-
ing a distance of 435 kilome-
tres (270 miles), he said.

Despite the victory an-
nouncements, experts have 
warned that IS retains the 
capacity as an insurgency 
group to carry out high-cas-
ualty bomb attacks through 
sleeper cells. It also retains 
natural hideouts in the deep 
gorges of  Wadi Hauran, 
Iraq’s longest valley stretch-
ing from the Saudi border 
up to the Euphrates River 
and the frontiers with Syria 
and Jordan.

The fightback in Iraq 
kicked off  with the “lib-
eration” of  Tikrit, north 
of Baghdad, that had been 
under IS control for nearly 
10 months. The operations 
have involved both Tehran, 
through Iranian-trained Shi-
ite militias in the Hashed 
al-Shaabi coalition, and 
Washington as head of the 
anti-jihadist coalition.

The western cities of Ra-
madi and Fallujah followed 
in 2016 before the turning 
point of  the recapture of  
Iraq’s second city of Mosul 
in July this year after a nine-
month offensive led by a 
30,000-strong federal force.

Abadi said the battle for 
Mosul that left the city in 
ruins and thousands of  its 
residents displaced marked 
the end of  the jihadists’ 
“caliphate”.
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Bryan Singer’s name will be dropped by the USC School of Cinematic Arts from its Divi-
sion of Cinema & Media Studies program in the light of sexual assault allegations against 
him. The filmmaker has denied the allegations. Singer has requested that the USC School 
of Cinematic Arts suspend the use of his name on the Division of Cinema & Media Stud-
ies until the allegations against him are resolved, reports deadline.com. USC issued a state-
ment which read: “The School means a great deal to Bryan, and while he intends to defend 
himself vigorously against these claims, he does not want the pending litigation to have any 
negative impact on his alma mater”. However, Singer denied the allegations through his 
representative.  On Thursdaym Cesar Sanchez-Guzman alleged that he was sexually as-
saulted by the director on a yacht in 2003 when he was 17-year-old. The representative said 
that, “once Bryan prevails”, he will pursue claims for malicious prosecution. (IANS)

9th Music Awards of Nagaland on Dec. 11

Day-9 HIRC: Blues with the Wallangs 

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Fukrey Returns (hindi)

5 pm: Baby Driver (eng) 2D

A
ltogether 52 entries 
across various gen-
res of  music will 
be vying for the 
honor and prestige 

of  winning at Music Awards 
of  Nagaland (MAN) trophy 
during the 9th edition of  MAN 
scheduled for Dec. 11 at Hotel 
Acacia, Dimapur from 5:30 pm 
onwards. This was stated in a 
press release issued by Native 
Trax Society.

The release mentions that 
the awards will be categorised 
as Best songs in Gospel, Gospel 
(Local dialects), Rock (Alterna-
tive/ Soft), Rock (Indie), Rock 
(Metal/ Heavy), Pop (Hindi & 
Local dialects), Pop (Female), 
Pop (Male), Hiphop/ Rap, Folk 

Fusion, Instrumental and EDM 
genres and Song of  the Year 
award for the most likes, shares 
and views on Facebook and 
Youtube. 

In addition to these, to 
acknowledge the work of  those 
working behind the scenes, 
awards will also be presented 
in technical categories for Best 
Music Video, Best Video Direc-
tor, Best Sound Engineer, Best 
Producer, Patron Award and 
Best Lyricist/ Songwriter.

The release further mentions 
that the entry to this exclusive 
event will be by invitation only 
and that it will be a formal 
affair. 

The show is said to be 
hosted by renowned rapper and 

VJ Imli Lee a.k.a. Déjà vu. 
The guest list and present-

ers include the who’s who of  
Nagaland’s music, fashion and 
beauty industry. 

Those giving away awards 
include a host of  big names 
such as Joe Inakhu, Manager 
of  UDX Band; Kaheli Cho-
phy, Miss Nagaland 2014 and 
fbb Colors Femina Miss India  
Nagaland, 2017; Tali Angh, 
Singer and Songwriter; Bambi 
Kevichusa, Designer; Longden 
Longkumer, Musician and 
Proprietor Note Grid School 
of  Music; Yangerla  Jamir, 
President   Mindblowers Club; 
Dr. Abeny Khuvung, Miss 
Wokha 2013 and Femina Miss 
Diva (East) Universe 2014 final-

ist; Miranda Jamir, President 
EGON; Akang Longchar, 
Journalist Morung Express; 
Akato Rochill, Entrepreneur 
and Proprietor Native Trends; 
Jhonny D’Ascoli, Make-up 
Artist and Tiakumzuk Aier of  
Dreamz Unlimited and winner 
of  Best Director award from 
EFIFD Scotland.

The Chief  Guest for the 
evening will be DJ Tali of  
Music Channel Nagaland who 
is also said to be one of  the 
most well known names in the 
Nagaland music industry.

The panel of judges include :
Sunep Lemtur, renowned musi-
cian, singer and songwriter who 
is the frontman of  Sunep As-

semble Band and proprietor of  
Sunep Lemtur School of  Music.

Menang Jamir founder of  
M&M MediaWorks a vastly 
experienced animation, digital 
filmmaking, motion graphics & 
VFX professional.

Timothy Wolf, renowned 
bass player and working musi-
cian who has been part of  
Nagaland’s most well-known 
bands and is regarded as one of  
the most talented musicians the 
state has produced. 

Mengu Mepfuo former 
President of  Native Trax Soci-
ety and frontman and founder 
member of  Native Colors along 
with Timothy, winners of  the 
1st Hornbill Rock Contest.

EMN

A
fter witnessing some 
of  the loudest band 
battles for the Hornbill 
International Rock 
Concert (HIRC) title, 

day-nine of  the Hornbill Interna-
tional Music Festival saw music lov-
ers grooving to some mesmerising 
blues with one of  India’s best blues 
guitarist Rudy Wallang taking the 

stage with The Blu from New Delhi 
and Leon Wallang.

Opening the show for the night 
was The Jam Tree School, in addi-
tion to Ronnie, who were the third 
act for the night. 

The tenth and final day of  
the Hornbill International Music 
Festival promises to be a treat for 
EDM fans, with gates for the dance 

night opening from 4:00 pm onward 
at the Agri Expo site at 4th Mile in 
Dimapur. 

This year’s line up for the EDM 
Fest are Ekaterina Mischenko (Teri 
Miko), INA and DJ Lil’ Bomb 
(Liden). 

The show will kick off  at 6:00 
pm.

EMN

V
eteran actor 
Dustin Hoff-
man has yet 
again been 
accused of  

sexual harassment. This 
time actress Kathryn Ros-
setter has alleged that Hoff-
man groped her repeatedly 
while they worked together 
on “Death of a Salesman”.

Rossetter recounted 
a number of alleged inci-
dents, which also included 
Hoffman pulling up her 
clothing offstage and 
exposing her body to crew 
members, reports holly-
woodreporter.com.

Earlier this week, the 
actor was questioned about 
his alleged behaviour by co-
median John Oliver during 
a panel discussion. 

Rossetter detailed the 
incident saying: “One night 
he actually started to stick 
his fingers inside me. Night 
after night I went home 
and cried... How could the 
same man who fought to 
get me the job, who com-
plimented my work, who 
essentially launched my 
career, who gave me the 
benefit of his wisdom as an 
actor, how could he also be 
this sexual power abuser?”

The actress claims that 

whenever photographs 
were taken of the pair, he 
would grab her breasts just 
before and then quickly 
remove it.

“I tried to laugh it off, 
smack him and say witty, 
pointed things. I begged 
him nicely with tears in my 
eyes to please stop it. To no 
avail,” she said.

Rossetter claims that 
after telling other crew 
members, she was ignored. 
She also chose not to 
report him to the Actors 
Equity union after theatre 
professionals warned her 
that it could affect her 
career.

It’s the latest claim 
against the actor following 
a column by the author 
Anna Graham Hunter, 
who alleged that he sexu-
ally harassed her when she 
was 17. Hoffman initially 
responded to her story, 
apologising for what he 
had done.

“I have the utmost 
respect for women and 
feel terrible that anything 
I might have done could 
have put her in an uncom-
fortable situation,” he said. 

“I am sorry. It is not 
reflective of who I am.”

IANS

A
ctor Charlie 
Sheen is suing 
National 
Enquirer and 
its parent 

company American Media 
for defamation, claiming 
the tabloid falsely asserted 
that he sodomized then-
13-year-old Corey Haim 
decades ago.

“In my nearly 35 years 
as a celebrated entertainer, 
I have been nothing shy 
of a forthright, noble and 
valiant courier of the truth. 
Consistently admitting and 
owning a laundry list of  
shortcomings, wrongdo-
ings and indiscretions this 
traveler hath traveled -- 
however, every man has a 
breaking point,” Sheen told 

tmz.com.
“These radically 

groundless and unfounded 
allegations end now. I now 
take a passionate stand 
against those who wish to 
even entertain the sick and 
twisted lies against me. 
Game over,” he added.

According to the docs, 
obtained by TMZ, Sheen 
says the Enquirer article 
that ran on November 8 
claimed Sheen sodomized 
Haim while they were 
filming the movie “Lucas” 
back in the 1980s. Sheen 
was 19 at the time. The 
article blames Sheen for 
putting Haim on a path of  
drug abuse, which sent him 
to an early grave.

IANS

DP-274

Dustin Hoffman 
accused of 
sexual 
harassment 
again
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Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire (third from le ) giving away the Inter-house Athle cs and Sports Trophy to the 
house master and house captain of Patkai house on Saturday. 
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1675SUD0KU 1514 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1674

ACROSS
1. Dispatches
6. Eastern European
10. Timber wolf
14. Understood or implied
15. Head (archaic)
16. By mouth
17. Delete
18. Not closed
19. Overtake
20. “Dummy” pills
22. Sleeping sickness insect
24. Kings of Norway
25. Alternate spelling of an Arabian 

country
26. 4-leafed
29. Heavily spiced stew
30. Braided cord
31. Striking disclosure
37. Food thickeners
39. ___ Angeles
40. Latin for “Earth”
41. Belief in more than one god

45. Received (abbrev.)
46. Spheres of action
48. Try before using
52. Cease
53. Continent
54. Using bloodsuckers
58. Operatic solo
59. Blessing
61. Islamic holy book
62. French for “Lakes”
63. Burden or duty

65. Thin, narrow piece of wood

66. Memo
67. Set again 
DOWN
1. Pace
2. Nobility title
3. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
4. Space shuttle
5. 80s detective show: 

Remington ______
6. A hoax
7. Circuits around a track
8. Consumed food
9. Moveable front part of a 

medieval helmet
10. One who runs with an easy 

gait

11. Speak
12. Operatic bass 

singers 
13. Twin actresses Mary-Kate 

and Ashley _____
21. Epstein-____ virus
23. Young pig
25. Bestow a favor
26. Fecal matter (slang)
27. Identifying symbol
28. Semi-precious gem
29. Shaped like an egg

33. Communications device
34. Modern-day Persia
35. Whale
36. Negatives

38. _____ throat 
(disease) 

42. Capital of Sehon, King of the 
Amorites (Bible)

43. English poet laureate (1692) 
Nahum ____

47. “Off your ______”
48. Loud rings of a bell
49. Not urban
50. Genus of shrubby plants
51. Browned sliced bread
52. Detect
54. Rough-mannered person
55. Angers
56. Appellation
57. Small insect
60. Lennon’s widow

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1513

F1 world champion Lewis Hamilton a ends the press conference of the 2017 FIA Champions in Paris 
on Dec. 8. Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton credits his car’s reliability and a be er rela onship with his 
teammate as key factors behind his fourth world tle. Hamilton scored points in all Formula One races 
this season, the first me he has done so.

AP/PTI

Jadonang memorial football tourney held in Imphal

Sainik School Punglwa annual sports day held

East Bengal crush Lajong 5-1 for 1st win in I-League

Western Sumi Sports 
Association clarifies 

Hamilton crowned F1 
champion at royal palace

Versailles (France), Dec. 
9 (Reuters): Britain’s Lew-
is Hamilton was handed 
the Formula One world 
championship trophy for 
the fourth time on Friday 
at a gala prize giving cer-
emony in the sumptuous 
palace of  France’s former 
monarchy.

With Formula One 
chairman Chase Carey 
looking on, newly-re-elect-
ed International Automo-
bile Federation (FIA) pres-
ident Jean Todt handed 
the 32-year-old Mercedes 
driver the silverware he 
won in Mexico with two 

races to spare.
“This  has  been an 

amazing year,” Hamilton 
told the audience of  cham-
pions and FIA members 
gathered in the palace’s 
18th century opera.

“I hope that next year’s 
an even better year for 
all of  you. I know for me 
that I‘m going to try to do 
better.”

Hamilton won nine of  
20 races in 2017 and set an 
all-time record of  72 career 
pole positions as well as 
scoring points in every 
grand prix.

Asked earlier for his 

highlight of  the season, 
Hamilton singled out his 
home British Grand Prix 
at Silverstone because of  
the support he received 
after the ‘negativity’ sur-
rounding his failure to take 
part in an earlier London 
event.

He had also told re-
porters that while he did 
not like going to award 
ceremonies, or being on 
stage, he enjoyed watching 
others succeed.

Mercedes won both 
championships for the 
fourth year in a row but 
team boss Toto Wolff  said 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh on Saturday 
has said that unavailability 
of playgrounds and fields in 
the locality could be one of  
the reasons behind the de-
cline of  good players from 
the Zeliangrong commu-
nity. He was speaking at the 
closing function of the 11th 
Jadonang Memorial Foot-
ball Tournament 2017 held 
at THAU Sports Complex 
in Imphal on Saturday.

A large number of  
players belonging to Ze-
liangrong community rep-
resented in various clubs 
during different tourna-
ments of  the state. How-
ever such representation has 
been decreasing since many 
years, Biren said.

Regarding the demand 
by the Zeliangrong Union 
(ZU) for the construction 
of  sports complex, he sug-
gested to the ZU to look for 
a suitable site and govern-
ment would extend every 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): A gen-
eral information in connection 
with the logistics of  the 1st Na-
galand Olympic Games 2017 has 
been communicated to all the 
district contingent that the district 
team should bring their respec-
tive district sports council flags 
one each per sports discipline 
they are participating for hoist-
ing it in the competition venue to 
indicate their participation in the 
particular event. Team members 
are reminded to submit their entry 

in the prescribed format already 
circulated to them. Teams which 
have submitted photographs and 
list of participants in plain papers 
should submit the entry in the 
given prescribed format.

The district chef-de-missions 
are advised to contact the respec-
tive liaison officer assigned to 
them for all kinds of information 
and collection of  accreditation 
card on arrival of the team at the 
control room located at the police 
complex.

President, WSSA 
Mughato Aye in a 
press note clarified 
that the Western 
Sumi Sports Asso-
ciation held its an-
nual meet 2017 from 
Dec. 4 till the 8th at 
Khaghaboto town 
and the 19th Zhui-
khu M.B.E. Memo-

rial Football Gold 
Cup was conducted 
as part of the annual 
meet along with vol-
leyball and badmin-
ton tournaments 
and that the cash 
prize for champion 
of Zhuikhu gold cup 
is INR. 75, 000 and 
not as mentioned.

2017 had been particularly 
difficult.

“We keep it now,” he 
said after being handed 
the constructors’ trophy 
by Carey.

Red Bull’s 20-year-old 
Dutch driver Max Ver-
stappen beat a field that 
included Hamilton and his 
own Australian team mate 
Daniel Ricciardo to the 
‘Personality of  the Year” 
award for the third succes-
sive year.

The award is selected 
by permanently accredited 
media from all FIA cham-
pionships.

“I always try to be hon-
est and straightforward 
so I guess that gave me 
the personality again this 
year,” said the winner of  
two races in 2017.

“It was a hard season 
but I learnt a lot from it.”

Monaco’s  Formula 
Two winner and 2018 
Sauber F1 driver Charles 
Leclerc won the Rookie of  
the Year award while Finn-
ish rally driver Esapekka 
Lappi won the ‘Action of  
the Year’ for a jump in the 
Rally of  Portugal.

British teenager Bil-
ly Monger, who had his 
lower legs amputated af-
ter an horrific smash in 
a Formula Four race at 
Donington Park in April, 
was presented with an FIA 
president’s special award.

Monger, who has al-
ready returned to driving, 
walked out onto the stage 
on prosthetic legs to a re-
sounding ovation.

possible help toward the construction of  
said complex.

Saying that sports help in building real 
human relations and there is no religion, 
caste, creed etc., in sports, he also informed 
that the government would have a concrete 
discussion for the development of THAU 
ground such as construction of  roofing, 
pavilion and astroturf  etc. Biren extended 
monetary assistance of INR. 50,000 to the 

organising committee of the tournament.
In his address, MLA Gaikhangam 

appealed to the organising committee to 
think of expanding the tournament at the 
national level scale and it should not be con-
fined only to the Zeliangrong community.

The final match of the tournament was 
played between Langthabal Chingthak 
Rongmei Club and Keishamthong Kabui 
Football Club. 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
Sainik School Punglwa, Na-
galand celebrated its 10th 
annual sports day on Dec. 9 
with Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky 
Kire, minister for PWD 
Roads and Bridges, as the 
chief  guest for the closing 
ceremony.
Principal Gp Capt. Sharad 
R Keskar while welcoming 
the guests gave a rundown 
on significance of  the an-
nual sports meet that com-
menced from Nov. 11 with 
inter house marathon race 

competition. He also gave 
the details of  various track 
and field events held during 
the month long sports meet 
that witnessed a number of  
new records set, beating the 
earlier school records.
Before the start of the track 
events finale ‘VYWOM’ 
Voice of  Young Warriors 
of Morong’ the half  yearly 
magazine of  the school, 
show casing the inherent 
creative expressions of  the 
cadets and different ac-
tivities undertaken in the 

school was released by the 
chief guest.

On the concluding day 
of the 10th annual athletics 
and sports meet, finals of  
some of the track events viz 
100 meter, 400 meter, 4x100 
meter relay and 200 meter 
race for cadets in different 
categories were held, in ad-
dition to a tug of  war and 
musical chair for the par-
ents.  Cdt Piwoto Z Awomi 
clocked the 100m in 12:63 
seconds and became the 
fastest cadet of the school.

Barasat, (West Bengal) 
Dec. 9 (IANS): East Bengal 
recorded their first win of  
the 2017-18 I-League foot-
ball season with a dominat-
ing 5-1 victory over Shillong 
Lajong at the Vidyasagar 
Krirangan (Barasat Sta-
dium) here on Saturday.

Laldanmawia Ralte 
(52nd, 65th minutes) scored 
a second-half  brace while 
Mahmoud Al  Amnah 
(14th) drew first blood early 
on. Eduardo Ferreira (19th) 
scored his second goal of  
the season with Yusa Kat-
sumi (79th, penalty) also 
getting on the scoresheet.

For the visitors, Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia (87th) netted 
a consolation goal when all 
was over for them.

After the 0-1 loss to 

arch-rivals Mohun Bagan, 
Khalid Jamil and his charg-
es were under pressure to 
deliver and they did it in 
style against a side who 
came into the game with 
two wins in two games.

Courtesy the result, East 
Bengal jumped to third posi-
tion in the points table from 
seventh with four points 
from three matches. Lajong 
remained second with six 
points from three outings.

It was all East Bengal in 
the first period, and justly 
they took the lead as early 
as the 14th minute.

Syrian midfield main-
stay Al Amnah did all the 
work, making his way into 
the box after receiving a 
throw in and then wrong 
footed Lajong’s Laurence 

Doe to shoot with the ball 
taking a small deflection off  
Rakesh Pradhan to go in.

Five minutes later, the 
hosts doubled their advan-
tage riding Ferreira’s power-
ful header from Katsumi’s 
corner. The Japanese play-
maker claimed a penalty 
moments later when he was 
brought down inside the 
area by Juho Ho but referee 
waved play on.

Tempers flared around 
the half-hour mark when 
Al-Amnah was hacked 
down in midfield and both 
teams exchanged war of  
words. Plaza though failed 
to get back to form, wasting 
a free header from close 
off  Katsumi’s cross before 
halftime.

After the break, there 

was no change of script as 
the red and gold brigade 
scored two more goals to 
put the match to bed.

Laldanmawia Ralte 
scored both the goals, first 
rounding goalkeeper Phur-
ba Tempa Lachenpa to slot 
the ball into an empty net 
after the superb Al-Amnah 
set him up with a sublime 
pass, and then making the 
most of a defensive error to 
double his tally.

Katsumi put the icing 
on the cake from the spot 
after Phurba got a hand to 
the ball but could not keep 
it out of his goal.

Lalmuanpuia scored 
late on but it was scant con-
solation for the Highlanders 
as they succumbed to their 
first reversal of the season. Madrid, Dec. 9 (IANS): 

Real Madrid’s coach Zin-
edine Zidane has said that 
he believes Cristiano Ron-
aldo would end his career 
at the club.

Speaking the day after 
the Portuguese striker re-
ceived his fifth Balon d’Or at 
a time when his form in this 
season’s Liga Santander has 
been well below his normal 
level and with rumors this 
could be his last campaign 
in Spain, Zidane backed the 
player who will be 33 years 
old in two months, reports 
Xinhua news agency. 

“There are no more 
words to describe him. A 
player could spend 15 years 
here and never achieve what 

Cristiano has. He’s made 
h i s to r y 
a t  t h i s 
club and 
I  h o p e 
he con-
tinues in 
the same 
vein un-
t i l  h e 
r e t i r e s 
h e r e , ” 
said the 
c o a c h , 
w h o 
r e p l i e d 
“ f o r -
e v e r ” 
when he 
was asked how long he ex-
pected Ronaldo to remain 
at the club.

“I think he’s going to 
finish his 
career here; 
he’s happy 
a t  R e a l 
M a d r i d , 
he’s at the 
best club in 
the world 
and there’s 
no doubt,” 
comment-
ed Zidane.

Zidane 
also con-
firmed that 
G a r e t h 
Bale  wi l l 
miss Satur-

day’s league game at home 
to Sevilla, but was optimis-
tic the injury prone winger 

would soon be available.
“The plan is for him 

to be with us at the Club 
World Cup, and we’ll see if  
he can play the first game,” 
he said, adding that the club 
would appeal against the 
decision taken by UEFA to 
give defender Dani Carvajal 
a game’s suspension for 
deliberately time wasting in 
order to force a yellow card 
away to APOEL Nicosia 
with the aim of going into 
the knockout stage of  the 
Champions League free of  
cards.

“It wasn’t his intention. 
We’re going to appeal and 
hopefully they’ll take the 
match away. It wouldn’t be 
fair on us,” he said.

Biren Singh being introduced to football players in Imphal on Sat.
EM Images

Patkai House lead by 
House Master Henminlal 
and House Captain Khri-
savil Ltu lifted the Inter 
House Athletics and Sports 
Trophy of the year 2017-18.

Later, the chief  guest 
gave away the certificates, 
medals and the trophy to the 
winners in various events. 
After the prize award cer-
emony, the principal pre-
sented the school memento 
to the chief guest.

The chief  guest in his 
address stated that cadets 
have to excel in academ-
ics and sports so that are 
always remembered by 
the batch-mates and other 
people.

He shared his memories 
about the initial setup of the 
Sainik School Punglwa and 
efforts put in for which he 
was actively involved as a 
Nodal Officer representing 
the state government.

He also stressed that 
students have to give time 
and efforts to achieve their 
goals in life and not to get 
discouraged with failures. 
Parents also have to play a 
greater role in shaping and 
upbringing of their wards.

The function was also 
attended by various digni-
taries and proud parents of  
the cadets of SSPN.   
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Winners of the Mokokchung Xtreme DH during the prize distribu on ceremony on Saturday.
EM Images

Arnautovic strikes Hammer 
blow to Chelsea title bid

Prachit Thapa wins 
Mokokchung Extreme DH

NYCS athletics 
talent hunt held

Kuwait to 
host Gulf Cup

London, Dec. 9 (AFP): 
David Moyes claimed his 
first win as West Ham 
United manager after 
Marko Arnautovic's goal 
gave the Premier League 
strugglers a shock 1-0 win 
over champions Chelsea 
on Saturday.

Arnautovic, the Ham-
mers' Â£24 million ($32.1 
million, 27.3 million eu-
ros) record signing, struck 
in the sixth minute to earn 
Moyes his first win in his 
fifth game since succeed-
ing Slaven Bilic.

While the Austrian's 
neat strike boosted his 
side's hopes of  climbing 
out of  the bottom three, 
it dealt a severe blow to 
Chelsea's hopes of  defend-
ing their title.

Victory would have 
moved Antonio Conte's 
side level on points with 
second-place Manchester 
United and closed the gap 
to leaders Manchester City 
to eight points, 24 hours 
before the top two meet at 
Old Trafford.

Instead, Chelsea head 
coach Conte will now 
watch that game know-
ing his side could lose yet 
more ground in the title 
race.

The Italian was left 
frustrated by his team's 
under-par display, which 
was summed up by a late 
miss from top scorer Al-
varo Morata.

For Moyes, the win 
confirmed West Ham's 
steady progress since he 
took charge and justified 
his team selection, includ-
ing the decision to stick 
with goalkeeper Adrian 
and not recall England 
international Joe Hart.

The Hammers manag-
er also opted to start with-
out a recognised striker, 
with Andy Carroll, Javier 
Hernandez, Andre Ayew 
and Diafra Sakho held 

Dimapur, Dec. 9 (EMN): 
The National Yuva Coop-
erative Society (NYCS) 
Indian Speed Star season 
lll held its athletics talent 
hunt for summer olympics 
2020 and 2024 at the State 
Sports Training Centre 
ground, half  Nagarjan 
Dimapur. More than 200 
participants took part in 
the try-off  and 10 partici-
pants in different catego-
ries have been selected to 
represent Nagaland at the 
Northeast zonal competi-
tion which will be held at 
Guwahati.
      The NYCS coordina-
tor Northeast Amit Das, 
who attended the event 
as observer is thankful to 
all for letting the school 
children participate and 
encouraged that more en-
deavour will be put up 
for children to give them 
perspective and outlooks 
towards those interested 
in the field of  sports.
      The NYCS would also 
like to encourage parents 
and children to take ad-
vantages of  the opportuni-
ties and programmes to be 
held by it in the coming 
months.

Cairo, Dec. 9 (IANS): 
The Kuwait Football As-
sociation on Saturday an-
nounced that the country 
will host the Gulf  Cup of  
Nations.

Ahmed Al Youssef  Al 
Sabah, the head of  Ku-
wait Football Association 
said that the tournament 
will begin on December 
22 and run till January 5. 
The opening game will 
be between Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, reports Xi-
nhua news agency. 

Kuwait offered to host 
the Gulf  Cup after world 
soccer governing body 
FIFA this week lifted its 
two-year suspension from 
international football.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Dec. 9 
(EMN): Prachit Thapa 
from Nepal won the second 
edition of the Mokokchung 
Extreme downhill moun-
tain biking competition 
which was held at Chu-
chuyimpang village on Sat-
urday.

The extreme mountain 

biking saw twenty competi-
tors from the United King-
dom, Nepal, Maharashtra, 
Manipur and Himachal 
Pradesh vying for the cov-
eted title with a lone women 
competitor, Anissa Lamare 
from Meghalaya competing 
in the expert level category.

Expert
1st - Prachit Thapa

2nd - Suman Tamang - S.T.
3rd - Gautam Taode

4th - Raj Kaushal Chhetry
5th - Apshai Griffith 

Niangti 
Local

1st - Kaolim Hanso
2nd - Kevilebo Zhotso

3rd - Seyieo 
4th - Tzudiyong Jamir

5th - Imolangba.

West Ham United midfielder Marko Arnautovic (le ) celebrates with Mark Noble a er scoring the opening goal of the English Premier 
League football match against Chelsea at the London Stadium, in London on Saturday.

back on the bench.
Instead, Moyes asked 

Michail Antonio to fill the 
lone forward role and the 
move had the desired effect 
as the hard-working home 
side went ahead via Arnau-
tovic's early strike.

Last weekend's narrow 
defeat at Manchester City 
appeared to have instilled 
confidence in Moyes's 
side, who demonstrated no 
fear in taking the game to 
Chelsea. That belief  was 
summed up in the way they 
carved open the visitors' 
defence to force the break-
through.

Arnautovic exchanged 
passes with Manuel Lan-
zini before wrong-footing 
Cesar Azpilicueta and plac-
ing the ball beyond Thibaut 

Courtois with his left foot.
Handball shout
Chelsea had rallied to beat 
Newcastle United last 
weekend after falling be-
hind, but their response this 
time was less convincing.

Even Eden Hazard 
showed signs of  being off  
the pace when he pulled a 
close-range volley across 
the face of  goal.

Conte's men, who had 
missed out on the chance 
to top their Champions 
League group after failing 
to beat Atletico Madrid at 
Stamford Bridge in mid-
week, lacked their usual 
zip.

Whi le  Adr ian  was 
obliged to save sighters 
from N'Golo Kante and 
Davide Zappacosta, Chel-

sea struggled to create 
enough clear openings dur-
ing the first half.

Hazard had this week 
been told by Conte he must 
show the level of  hunger 
demonstrated by Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi 
if  the Belgian is to chal-
lenge for the Ballon d'Or.

But the former Lille 
player failed to show any-
thing like his best during 
the opening 45 minutes at 
the London Stadium.

Morata was also inef-
fective and Conte reacted 
to a disappointing first half  
by introducing Pedro for 
Tiemoue Bakayoko in an 
attempt to provide the for-
mer Real Madrid striker 
with more support.

The initial signs were 

positive for the visitors, 
although they could have 
fallen further behind had 
referee Anthony Taylor 
taken a different view of  
a handball incident nine 
minutes after the break.

The ball struck Andreas 
Christensen's hand as Arn-
autovic, who produced his 
best performance in a West 
Ham shirt, attempted to cut 
inside the Dane on the edge 
of  the Chelsea box.

To the Chelsea defend-
er's relief, Taylor viewed 
the contact as accidental.

Chelsea stepped up the 
pressure in the latter stages, 
but Morata's 83rd-minute 
miss summed up their day, 
the Spain striker lashing 
wastefully wide of  the near 
post from Kante's pass.


