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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Minister saab, what are  

you doing? How will  
I earn without election.  

Please don't do this.

I've never  
dropped anyone  

I believed in. 

~ Marilyn Monroe
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 18° 16°
Agartala 23° 20°
Gangtok 23° 07°
Guwahati 26° 16°
Imphal 19° 15°

Itanagar 25° 13°
Shillong 20° 12°
Delhi 26° 10°
Kolkata 24° 20°
Chennai 32° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 8°
DIMAPUR 25° 13°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 13mm 91%
DIMAPUR 2mm 81%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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(From L- R) TR Zeliang, Rajnath Singh, PB Acharya and Neiphiu Rio at Naga heritage village, Kisama on December 8.
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Zeliang acknowledges ‘reconciliation’

Rio tenders resignation 
from party president

Centre committed towards fulfilling 
aspirations of Naga people—Rajnath Singh

NPF TUSSLE

Rajnath’s reluctance throws cold 
water on ‘solution before Christmas’

NSCN (IM) bans use of crackers

Manipur's territory will be 
safeguarded – Biren Singh

‘If agitation is the only language, we will agitate’

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Avora Records from 
Mizoram takes home 
Hornbill Rock | P10

Pak allows Jadhav to meet wife, 
mother on Christmas day | P8

Ronaldo pips Messi to win 
Ballon d’Or for joint-record 
fifth time  |  P11

Kohima Bureau 
Kisama, Dec. 8 (EMN): Chief Minister TR Zeliang has 
said that the Naga People’s Front (NPF) legislators have 
moved for reconciliation as per the advice of the Elec-
tion Commission of India. 

Responding to queries raised by the media persons 
on the latest political evolution, Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang has clarified that they have offered reconciliation to 
those who are willing to come together.

“We have asked everybody to come together and to 
resolve the internal crisis of the NPF party,” Zeliang said 
while talking to media persons at the premises of World 
War II Museum, Kisama.

On asked if  the reconciliation will include all the 59 
legislators and the two Members of Parliament, the CM 
responded in affirmation stating that it is open for every 
NPF members.

It was carried out in some local dailies today the pos-
sibility of CM TR Zeliang and Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
burying their hatchet and coming together again.

There is fear that, if  the crisis was not resolved, then 
there is likelihood of the NPF symbol and flag being fro-
zen by the ECI.

supported him. 
"I thank all the people 

who have supported me and 
I remain indebted to all my 
well wishers. I will continue 
to serve the people and the 
state with full commitment 
and dedication."

Rio reminded the man-
ner in which he was made 
the party president after 
TR Zeliang had ‘misun-
derstandings and conflict' 
with the former chief  min-
ister and the then NPF 
President Dr. Shurhozelie 
and how Zeliang had ap-
proached him in his 'de-
sire to reclaim the chair of  
chief  minister.’

Thereby, Rio claimed 
that with his 'full-fledged 
support' to Zeliang's lead-
ership they were successful 
due to the 'trust and confi-
dence' by the majority of  
the legislators. 

"As a result, on 19th 
July, 2017, you were sworn 
in as chief minister," Rio re-
minded Zeliang.

"I attended a meeting 
of legislators at the State 

Banquet Hall wherein I 
was compelled to take up 
the responsibility of Interim 
President of the NPF. Much 
against my wishes, the hon-
ourable MLAs and yourself  
included, pressured me to 
accept the presidentship 
even though I had clearly 
voiced my reluctance to be 
elected as interim president. 

“However, since the 
whole House was unani-
mous that I be elected as 
interim president, I hum-
bly accepted the imposed 
responsibility and subse-
quently in the NPF General 
Convention held on 20th 
September, 2017, at Di-
mapur, I was formally elect-
ed as the NPF president. 

“The overwhelming 
majority of honourable 
MLAs, led by you, and the 
CEC members participated 
in the General Convention 
and we submitted our claim 
for the party symbol to the 
Election Commission of In-
dia", he further recounted. 

(Copy of  letter in page 5)

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minister N 
Biren on Friday reiterated 
that the state’s territorial 
integrity would not be af-
fected due to the final set-
tlement of  the Naga issue.

Biren announced this 
while speaking to media 
persons on the sidelines 
of  a monetary aid dis-
tribution function under 
Manipur State Illness As-
sistance Fund at Chief  
Minister’s Secretariat 
soon after his arrival from 
Kolkata after attending a 
meeting of  chief  ministers 
convened by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh.

Biren informed that 
he along with the chief  
ministers of  Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh had a 
discussion with the union 
home Minister regarding 
the possible settlement of  
Naga issue in Kolkata on 
Thursday.

He said that the home 
minister was simply try-
ing to assess the concerns 
of  these three states dur-
ing the meeting. But from 
his side, he submitted that 
neither he nor the peo-
ple of  Manipur and the 
present state government 
would agree division of  
Manipur.

He stated that he 
urged the home minister 
not to take up things that 

may disturb the oneness 
of  hill and valley people 
who have been residing 
together harmoniously 
since time immemorial.

Stating that he had 
clearly conveyed that peo-
ple of  Manipur would 
never accept alteration of  
territorial boundary of  the 
state, he said he had con-
veyed that people’s stand 
will be the government’s 
stand.

He also admitted that 
the chief  ministers of  
Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh also conveyed to 
the union minister that 
they would never endorse 
an agreement which may 
infringe on the territorial 
boundary of  their respec-
tive states though they are 
ready to extend full sup-
port in settling the issue 
within the state of  Naga-
land.

Thursday's meeting 
with home minister was 
held ahead of  chief  min-
isters of  states bordering 
Bangladesh meeting on 
border issues, he added.

The said meetings 
were held while the oppo-
sition Congress party in 
Manipur are demanding 
disclosure of  the details 
of  Framework Agree-
ment signed between the 
government of  India and 
NSCN (IM) on August 3, 
2015.

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Going by the response of  
the Union Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh on the pro-
tracted Naga political issue, 
it is not likely that the gov-
ernment of  India announce 
any settlement before this 

Christmas season.
The union minister was 

openly loath to speak to the 
media on the Naga political 
issue. The high security at 
Kisama also restricted jour-
nalists from getting closer 
to the union minister. 

The union minister just 

uttered a sentence or two, 
stating that the government 
of  India is trying its best 
to bring an amicable set-
tlement for the protracted 
Naga political issue, and 
nothing beyond what he 
said in his speech during 
the programme.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): The 
central office of All Nagaland Elec-
tricity Field Workers Association 
(ANEFWA) has warned of agita-
tion if  the state government fails to 
upgrade “transformers and lines, 
and issue us with adequate equip-
ment, materials tools”.

The worker’s union issued a 
statement on Friday informing 
about what was stated as their ‘daily 
struggle but a thankless task – un-
recognised and unappreciated by 
the government at all levels.’ accord-
ing to the statement: “We are liter-
ally risking our lives and limbs on a 
daily basis. Over the years, many of  
our field workers have died on fatal 
accidents while on duty, and many 
more badly injured, some handi-
capped for life, by electrocution. 

“Such is our risk factor, that 
the number of deaths and injuries 
borne by our electricity field work-

ers while in the line of duty could be 
even higher than the police forces or 
any other service departments. We 
are practically on 24 hours duty, 
and we are frequently called for du-
ties at odd hours, even while we are 
having our meals at home- morning 
or night. But we always respond 
and try our best in the interest of  
public service.”

But despite of the workers 
‘sacrifices’, it stated, all they get in 
return were ‘undue harassment, in-
sults, and neglect’.

“Our pleas to provide fuse wires 
to attend fuse call duties are barely 
met, we are asked to maintain trans-
formers without transformer oil and 
necessary protective systems, we are 
asked to climb poles without safety 
gear, we are compelled to work in 
the rains in open without raincoats, 
we undertake line checking and res-
toration duties on hired vehicles as 

departmental vehicles are not suffi-
cient, and the list goes on.

“In spite of years of requests 
and explanations, government 
also still refuses to recognize us as 
operation and maintenance staff, 
but simply categorise us as under 
‘work- charge’ which is technically 
totally wrong. We are not ‘charged 
against works’, but we are day in 
and day out working for operations 
and maintenance of power supply 
across the state,” it asserted.

The association accused ‘sea-
soned politicians and highly edu-
cated bureaucrats’ of treating 
them poorly. “When we justifiably 
requested that 266 work- charged 
staffs be regularized, it has been 
turned down. The government forc-
es us to hire lawyers and advocates 
even to demand for the smallest of  
what is due and legitimate for us,” 
it stated. 

While admitting that cent per 
cent efficiency among the staff was 
impossible it stated that “maybe 
1% or 2% are failing in their proper 
duties” as was the case any other 
organization. “But because of this 
miniscule minority, government 
heaps insults upon our members 
alleging that we are not performing 
properly, and refuses to listen to us 
sympathetically. 

“We therefore feel that punish-
ing 99% of us just for the shortcom-
ings of a very small minority is total 
injustice, and we may be forced to 
fight for our rights...hence unless 
the government takes timely re-
medial measures in upgrading the 
transformers and lines, and issue us 
with adequate equipment, materi-
als tools, and if  agitation is the only 
language that the government shall 
understand, then we shall be com-
pelled to agitate,” it announced.

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh has said that 
the central government, 
under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, is committed to-
wards fulfilling the aspira-
tions of  the Naga people.

“The central govern-
ment is committed to do 
its best to fulfil the aspira-
tions of  the Naga people 
for a brighter tomorrow 
with all the honour which 
you richly deserve,” Singh 
said while speaking as the 
chief  guest on day-eight 
of  the Hornbill festival 
at Naga heritage village, 
Kisama on Dec. 8.

The union minister, in 
his address, shared that 
Nagaland has an oppor-
tunity to lead Northeast 
states to the path of  peace, 
stability, prosperity and 
growth. 

On his maiden visit to 
the state as union home 
minister, Singh extended 
greetings to the people of  
Nagaland, while congratu-
lating all participants and 
performers for putting to-
gether a brilliant display of  
the best of  Naga dance and 
music, and further the kind 
of  hospitality and richness 
of  culture experienced.

“This enchanting festi-
val which marks the onset 
of  the festive season in the 
state charms not only visi-
tors from the rest of  India, 

but also from all over the 
world,” Singh said while 
appreciating the leaders of  
the state for conceiving the 
Hornbill festival. 

While stating that Indi-
an economy is among the 
fastest growing economies 
of  the world, and that In-
dia today commands a 
very respectable status in 
the world community, he 
went to the extent of  say-
ing that every citizen of  
the country is proud of  
his/her nationality.

To this, Singh empha-
sized the need to focus on 
energy and resources on 
growth and development 
and to ensure Nagaland is 
one of  the best performing 
states in the country.

Singh also appreciated 
the role of  Nagaland girls 
in various walks of  life and 
further encouraged them 
to continue their efforts. 
He commended the role 
of  the state government in 
raising Nagaland's 15 IRB 
(Mahila battalion) and 
setting up women police 
stations in Kohima and 
Dimapur for safety, secu-
rity and empowerment of  
women.

He shared his admira-
tion of  the role of  Naga 
regiment and IRB person-
nel who have played a 
critical role in combating 
left-wing extremism in 
affected areas of  Chattis-
garh, West Bengal, Odisha 
and Jharkhand.

“Naga youth are ex-
celling themselves in the 
fields ranging from fash-
ion, music and crafts. The 
country is proud of  you,” 
Singh said and underlined 
the need to invest in skill 
development for youth to 
ensure that they are able to 
get gainful employment.

While emphasizing the 
need for Infrastructure de-
velopment as the key for 
Nagaland to catch up with 
advance states in terms of  
economic development, 
the union minister stated 
that overall connectivity 
can create opportunities 
for entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses and further in mak-
ing Nagaland the gateway 
to South East Asia.

“Nagaland, with its 
rich natural resources and 
talented people, has limit-
less possibilities. Endur-
ing peace can help realize 
the immense potential for 
economic gains, jobs and 
prosperity. Tourism can be 
a major driver of  growth,” 
the union minister said and 
expressed his happiness 
that the country was mak-
ing great strides in every 
sector including business, 
industry, trade, education 
and culture,” he said and 
went on to say that India 
has the potential of  being 
the most vibrant, strong 
and powerful nation of  the 
world.

Singh also highlighted 
the efforts of  the govern-

ment to ensure that the 
growth is equitable - with 
regional balance and en-
suring that all people and 
regions are taken care-of, 
and benefitted.

“The Northeast region 
including Nagaland, being 
special focus area, it is be-
ing ensured that all north-
eastern states become 
equal partners in nation's 
growth story,” he added.

Singh also underscored 
that amongst other initia-
tives taken in his ministry, 
Delhi Police had been 
asked to ensure that peo-
ple from NE are treated 
with respect. And to have 
a harmonious and better 
interpersonal relation, a 
special recruitment drive 
for people from the NE to 
serve in Delhi Police was 
made for diversity and in-
clusiveness, he informed.

The home minister fur-
ther informed that his min-
istry was in the process of  
finalizing a revamped free 
movement regime on Indo-
Myanmar border to ensure 
that people living in border 
areas face no hardships.

“While doing so, steps 
are also being taken to 
promote border trade by 
establishing land custom 
stations. This would also 
ensure that illicit drug traf-
ficking and other illegal 
activities are curbed at the 
border,” he added.

After the programme, 
the union minister also 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has 
banned ‘bursting of  fire-
crackers during the fes-
tive season’. A statement 
from the outfit’s ministry 
of  kilo affairs on Friday 
stated that the ‘directive 
was issued for mainte-
nance of  peaceful atmos-
phere’.

“Anyone found vio-
lating this directive shall 
be strictly dealt with, the 
kilo ministry stated. With 
this, the kilo affairs min-
istry prays for blessing 
upon everyone this sea-
son, and wishes a merry 
Christmas and a prosper-
ous New Year too,” the 
statement read.

Cites lack of trust in Zeliang; declare support to 
Liezietsu as NPF president
Says Zeliang had led yet another signature campaign 
behind his back 

Electricity field workers complain lack of equipment, spares and protective gears

visited some of  the tribal 
morungs, before heading 
for Kohima. He was also 
accompanied by Dr. Hari 
Krishna Paliwal, adviser, 
Ministry of  Home Affairs, 
while Governor PB Achar-
ya, Member of  Lok Sabha 
Neiphiu Rio and other leg-
islators also attended the 
programme, among oth-
ers.
Zelaing repeats ‘solution 
before elections’ 

Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang appealed to carry 
the message to the govern-
ment of  India of  the im-
perative need to resolve the 
Naga political issue before 
the ensuing state assembly 
elections scheduled next 
year. It may be mentioned 
that Zeliang conveyed a 
similar message to the 
President of  India.

“We have witnessed 
20 long years of  the peace 
process and another two 
years after signing of  the 
framework agreement 
(Aug. 3, 2015). The GoI 
and NSCN (IM) have 
been in dialogue for a very 
long time and today the 
six Naga National Politi-
cal Groups (NNPGs) have 
also entered into a dia-
logue with the GoI,” the 
CM said.

He also credited the 
tribal hohos, church, 
civil society, NGOs and 
NNPGs for bringing the 
various factions together 
to a common platform.

“The fact that different 
factions and armed groups 
have now come together 
seeking a solution is in-
deed very encouraging. 
As the 21st century world 
advances rapidly into the 
next millennia, our people 
will not want to be left be-
hind but be proud partners 
in the march ahead with 
the times. Yet, this dream 
and vision of  ours can be 
fulfilled only if  there is per-
manent peace in our land,” 
Zeliang stated.

On the annual Hornbill 
festival, Zeliang observed 
that the festival has gained 
much popularity. “Despite 
the remoteness of  our state 
and lack of  adequate in-
frastructure, the festival 
attracts tourists from both 
our country and different 
parts of  the world. The 
uniqueness of  this festival 
is that it provides us a com-
mon platform to showcase 
the vibrant culture of  the 
Nagas in its full glory,” Ze-
liang said.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Continuing with the specta-
cle in the political circles of  
the state, especially of the 
ruling Nagaland Peoples' 
Front (NPF) party, Neiphiu 
Rio on Friday resigned from 
the post of the party presi-
dent citing lack of trust in 
sitting Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang, and decided to sup-
port Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu as the party president. 

 In his resignation letter 
to the chief minister, Rio 
alleged that Zeliang had 
started a signature cam-
paign behind his back to re-
turn to the group led by Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu. In 
reality it was the legislators, 
including the chief minis-
ter, who had made him the 
NPF president, he stated.

"Now, you have led 
a signature campaign to 
go back to Dr. Shurhoze-
lie and remove me as the 
president. As stated, I took 
over the presidentship on 
the demand of the MLAs 
and party leaders under 
your leadership and your 
request. 

“Therefore, if  you were 
of the opinion that I am 
no longer required, then it 
should have been informed 
to me and I would have 
willingly resigned, as I only 
took up the responsibility 
due to the request of you 
and your colleagues. It was 
not necessary to carry out a 
signature campaign behind 
my back.

“Therefore, since you 
and your colleagues have 
decided to withdraw your 
support to my president-
ship, I hereby resign as NPF 
president in support of Dr. 
Shurhozelie's presidentship, 
with immediate effect," stat-
ed Rio in the letter. 

Rio also informed that 
his decision will be duly no-
tified to the Election Com-
mission of India, while 
thanking those who had 



NIDA holds annual meet

ANCSU urges to recall teachers21 students complete DCA programme

Agriculture department inaugurates office in Chiephobozou

Shemrock School observes annual function

Peren observes elimination 
of violence against women
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Parliamentary secretary of IPR & SIRD, Imtikumzuk, seen along with other officials at the inauguration of the augmentation of water supply by 
installation of solar powered water treatment at Ao Settsü on December 8.

Tiny tots of Shemrock Bright Stars presenting a song during its annual day function on December 8.

Members of Zeliangrong Mipui Organisation pose for a group photo during a programme on Elimination of 
Violence against Woment held on December 6 at Peren Town Women Welfare Hall, Peren.

Students of Sazolie College pose for a group photo with their DCA certificates after the award ceremony.

Parliamentary secretaries YM Yollow Konyak and Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu along with ADC Chiephobozou, Sangmai C Imlong and other 
department officials after inaugurating the office of SDAO in Chiephobozou on December 8.

Night carnival  
committee notifies
Organising committee of Dimapur Night 
Carnival (DNC) under the chairmanship 
of Deputy Commissioner, Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar, along with various government 
departments and committee members held a 
coordination meeting in the DC’s conference 
hall in connection with the preparation for 
the upcoming DNC- 2017. The organising 
committee has requested all the selected 
stalls to collect their stall permit from AKKI 
INFRA-TECH & LOGISTICS, Hotel Trinity 
Building, opposite Hotel Cedar, Near Police 
Commissioner office or call 03862-230962, 
between 10 am to 3 pm on December 7, 8 
and 9.

Arunachal Governor to 
grace hornbill festival
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Brigadier 
(Dr) BD Mishra, would grace the ongoing 
Hornbill festival as the chief guest on 
December 9 at Kisama Heritage Village. 
Governor Mishra would arrive at the State 
capital on December 9 and stay at the Raj 
Bhavan Kohima. He would be accompanied 
by his wife Neelam Mishra. The Governor 
of Arunachal Pradesh was especially invited 
by the Governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya to 
attend the Hornbill Festival.   

PG teachers convenes meet
Post Graduate teachers of Government 
Higher Secondary School has convened an 
emergency general meeting on December 
12 at TM Government Higher Secondary 
School, Billy Graham Road, Kohima, at 10 am. 
The meeting would discuss on serious issues 
pertaining to post graduate teachers. All 
concerned teachers are informed to attend 
the meeting without fail.

Model College grateful
Management, staff and students of Model 
Christian College, Lower AG Colony, Kohima, 
have express gratitude to the Director of 
Science and Technology, Government of 
Nagaland, for allotting the college a telescope 
(sky watcher) and two Coslab Microscopes. 

CNTC defers raffle draw
Central Naga Tribe Council (CNTC) has 
informed that lottery draw scheduled 
on December 8 has been postponed to 
March 12, 2018, due to some unavoidable 
circumstances. CNTC media cell informed 
that all other conditions would remain the 
same.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Colleges urged to shape young minds Ao Settsü village gets solar 
powered water treatment plant

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Vice Chancellor of  Na-
galand University (NU), 
Prof. P Lal has underlined 
the necessity of  the uni-
versities and colleges to 
contribute in shaping the 
young minds for uplift of  
the country.

Speaking at the annu-
al general body meeting 
of  the Nagaland College 
Principals’ Forum (NCPF) 
at St. Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama, on December 
8, Prof. Lal has stressed 
on the need for colleges to 
keep track of  the changes 
to keep the young people 
ignited particularly in the 
technological front.

Professor Lal also ex-
pressed the need to con-
centrate on taking up skill 
oriented courses and sug-
gested for choice based 
credit course in all col-
leges and also briefed 
on Swayamprabha pro-
gramme. He also expressed 
his concern that the colleg-
es in the State, be it govern-
ment or private to renew 

and reaffirm their relation-
ship with the university.

Saying that improve-
ment of  colleges is the 
highest responsibility of  a 
university, the Vice Chan-
cellor assured his best to 
raise the standards at high-
er level. Professor Lal also 
reminded the principals 
of  the initiative of  State 
governor, PB Acharya ask-
ing all 65 affiliated colleges 
of  Nagaland to identify 
such students of  technical 
expertise and intimate to 
the office of  the Governor 
so as to help the young 
expertise in availing assist-
ance to take up any venture 
through Mudra loan. 

Earlier in the morning, 
the Vice Chancellor held 
a short session with the 
students of  St. Joseph’s 
College and exhorted them 
to be focused and firm in 
deciding what they want to 
do and become and to fulfil 
their goals. 

Principal of  Kohima 
College and president 
NCPF, Dr. Watijungshi, 

in his welcome address, 
informed that 2016-17 
annual report showed a 
record of  50 registered 
private colleges and 15 
government colleges. He 
lauded the State university 
for recognising the need of  
the present institutions and 
the contributions towards 
uplift of  the standard of  the 
colleges in the State. 

Principal of  St. Joseph’s 
College, Rev. Dr. Father 
Sebastian, who was the 
host of  the occasion, also 
stressed on catching up 
with globalisation, priva-
tisation and liberalisation. 
Saying that the students 
are a big asset to the soci-
ety, Dr. Sebastian said the 
colleges should produce 
employable graduates.

Dr. SR Kaisa, vice prin-
cipal of  St. Joseph College, 
Jakhama, offered a special 
prayer on the occasion. A 
special song and Rengma 
cultural dance were per-
formed by the students 
of  St. Joseph College, Ja-
khama.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary of  
IPR & SIRD, Imtikumzuk 
has inaugurated the aug-
mentation water supply at 
Ao Settsü village, about 10 
km from Mokokchung on 
December 8. 

The augmentation of  
drinking water supply by 
installation of  solar pow-
ered water treatment under 

National Rural Drinking 
water programme (NRD-
WP) 2016-2017 has been 
undertaken by PHED De-
partment, Mokokchung 
division, at an estimated 
cost of  INR 50 lakhs. It 
is the second village after 
Waromong village to have 
drinking water supply by 
installing solar power in 
Mokokchung district.

Imtikumzuk stated that 
the entire villagers would 
now have sufficient drink-
ing water with the instal-
lation of  automatic solar 
powered water treatment. 
He has thanked the PHED, 
Mokokchung division, for 
selecting Ao Settsü village, 
which has been lacking 
drinking water in the vil-
lage. 

Imtikumzuk has ap-
pealed to the villagers, par-
ticularly the village council 
members to maintain the 
project properly as the ex-
isting gravity water supply 
from neighbouring Long-
khum village was not suf-
ficient for the entire Ao 
Settsü village. With the 
installation of  solar pow-
ered water treatment, the 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) has demanded 
recalling the teachers attached 
to SSA/ RUSA/ Supervisor/ 
EBRC/ TOT for continuation 
of  their assignment at their pre-
detached posting place.

In a representation to the 
minister of  school education 
appended jointly by its president 
Katho P Awomi and the general 
secretary Vimeyiekho Vitso, the 
union has sought immediate 
intervention for necessary action 
at the earliest. 

While appreciating the initia-
tive of the department for direct-
ing the teachers attached to the 
VIPs, directorate office, district 
education offices, sub-divisional 
education offices for detachment, 
the ANCSU has sought strict 
compliance as per the order dated 

October 31 last keeping in view 
for quality education in the state. 

The union has issued the 
representative by considering 
that government schools were 
not able to produce the minimum 
pass percentage in the board 
examinations conducted annu-
ally. It pointed out that teachers 
appointed to be posted in their re-
spective schools were attached to 
other assignments which clearly 
indicated the failure in progress 
of  primary, elementary, high 
school and secondary education 
in Nagaland.

In the light of  the above 
stated circumstances, the union 
has urged the minister to recall 
the teachers attached to SSA/ 
RUSA/ Supervisor/ EBRC/ 
TOT for continuation of  their 
assignment at their pre-detached 
posting place.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Altogether 21 students of  
Sazolie College, Jotsoma, 
were awarded certificates 
on completion of Diploma 

in Computer Application 
(DCA) on December 7. 
The DCA programme was 
conducted by the college in 
collaboration with All India 

Computer Sakshatra Mis-
sion (AICSM), Kohima.

The college principal 
Dr. Kangzangding Thou, 
congratulated the students 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): As part of the fort-
night observation on elimination of violence 
against women, a programme was held at 
Peren under the aegis of Zeliangrong Mipui Or-
ganisation (ZMO), sponsored by the Nagaland 
State Commission for Women on December 6 
at Peren Town Women Welfare Hall.

ZMO president and resource person, 
Apeuna Iheilung spoke on ‘Zero tolerance 
for gender based violence in education.’ She 
emphasised that the law of the land protects 
every girl for availing equality of  education 
as enshrined in the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan 

(SSA).
Touching upon domestic violence, Ape-

una ruled that ignorance has allowed gender 
discrimination to go on in the society. Stating 
that there is equality in every sphere of  life 
before the law, she called upon the people to 
end any type of discrimination and violence 
against the weaker section. She added that 
women are protected under the provision of  
Protection of Women and Domestic Violence 
Act, 2005 and Rules, 2006.

The programme was chaired by ZMO 
advisor, Kiheiyile. 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Nagaland In- Service Doc-
tor’s Association (NIDA) has held its annual general 
body meeting on December 8 at the Capital Convention 
Centre, Kohima, with R Ramakrishnan, commissioner 
and secretary of Health and Family Welfare Depart-
ment as the chief guest.

Addressing the members, Ramakrishnan encour-
aged the doctors and staff of the department to aim for 
further improvement in all their respective programmes. 
He stated that the success of  the department would 
depend on the proper functioning of the doctors and 
staff and in the state.

He further appreciated the doctors for their concern 
and dedication in serving the rural people. He thanked 
NIDA for giving him the privilege to be a part of the 
meeting.

The meeting began with the inaugural function 
followed by business session. Dr. MC Longai Phom, 
NIDA vice president, chaired the meeting and wel-
comed all the members present, while the presidential 
address was delivered by Dr. Khriezotuo Paphino fol-
lowed by general secretary’s report presented by Dr. 
Imotemsu.

Dr. MA Wati, Director of DHFW, exhorted the 
gathering and also congratulated the NIDA office bear-
ers for their achievements and requested each one to 
render their service sincerely and in full dedication. 

The inaugural function concluded with a vote of  
thanks pronounced by Dr. Vibeituonuo Mepfuo Secre-
tary NIDA, which followed with business session.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Parlia-
mentary secretary of  Agriculture, 
YM Yollow Konyak inaugurated 
the office of  the Sub-Divisional 
Agriculture Officer (SDAO) in 
Chiephobozou under Kohima dis-
trict on December 8. Parliamentary 
secretary of  Labour, Employment, 
Skill Development & Entrepreneur-
ship, Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu, also 
graced the occasion as the guest of  
honour.

Speaking on the occasion, Kon-
yak stated that 26 SDAO offices 
across the State are playing impor-
tant role in agriculture sector. Stat-
ing that 7686 farmers from 28 vil-
lages under Chiephobozou were the 
department’s personnel, he called 
upon all concerned individuals to 
work whole heartedly to uplift the 
sector. He also pointed out that 
work culture generated from the vil-
lages should be preserved for future 
generation. 

Assuring timely distribution of  
seedling, the parliamentary secre-
tary urged upon the farmers to join 
hands with the department and 
avail the opportunities in order to 
alleviate their livelihood and bring 
changes in Naga society.

Also speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Neiphrezo thanked YM Yollow 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Shemrock 
Bright Stars, located at Army Supply 
Road, celebrated its 2nd annual func-
tion on December 8 with Anand Sethi, 
a Dimapur based entrepreneur, as the 
chief  guest. 

The programme was organised based 
on the theme of  Christmas. The cultural 
programme began with a welcome song 

and welcome speech presented by the 
junior students of  Shem Foundation. 

Exhilarating performances by the 
students through dances, skits and other 
item has impressed parents. 

The programme concluded with a 
cultural fashion show in which every 
student presented themselves with their 
traditional attires.

villagers would now receive 
30 to 40 lpcd.

Executive Engineer N 
Yanger Pongen said that so-
lar powered water treatment 
can pump upto 15000 litres 
per day as per availability 
of  water at source adding it 
is eco-friendly. Stating that 
it is a high operating life 
with low maintenance, he 
said the operating cost with 
advance technology could 
can remove impurities like 
bacteria and suspended 
organic matters upto 99.99 
per cent.

Earlier, parliamentary 
secretary of  inaugurated 
Arkong Ward Community 
Hall which was construct-
ed at an estimated cost 
of  INR 27 lakhs. During 
the inaugural function, 
Arkong Ward chairman 
R Ayim Longkumer ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
parliamentary secretary 
for extending financial as-
sistance under LADP. The 
chairman also thanked the 
people of  Arkong ward 
and well wishers for their 
support and assistance to-
wards construction of  the 
community hall.

on completion of the course. 
While announcing that the 
college has planned to intro-
duce more add-on courses 
in the future, he encouraged 
the students to seize the op-
portunities and equip them-
selves for their future while 
still in the college.

Tali Moa, the course 
instructor, who also spoke 
on the occasion, handed 
over the certificates to the 
students. 

Sazolie College has 
been offering basic compu-
ter courses to the students 
since 2013. DCA course 
was launched in the college 
in 2016 in collaboration with 
AICSM thereby providing 
computer education to the 
students at a very affordable 
rate.

and the Director of  Agriculture, 
Helie Rupreo for fulfilling the long 
awaited desires of people. He hoped 
that that their visions for the uplift 
of  the area people would continue 
under their leadership. 

Pointing out that ‘our’ prod-

ucts were organic and healthy, he 
called upon all the village leaders, 
GBs and concerned individuals 
to extend full cooperation to the 
department in implementing the 
programmes in order to uplift 
the people in agriculture sector. 

He also expressed hope that job 
opportunities would generated in 
order to uplift the economy of  the 
people with the inauguration of  
the office.

Director of  Agriculture Helie 
Rupreo, while giving a brief  report 

of  the department, has congratulat-
ed the District Agricultural Officer 
and his staff  and people of  Chi-
ephobozou for the achievement. 
With this inauguration, he stated 
that Kohima district would now 
have three agriculture divisions in-
cluding District Agriculture Office 
at Kohima Sadar, Tseminyu and 
Chiephobozou. He also informed 
that the department has eleven 
DAOs, 26 SDAOs, State Agricul-
ture Research Centre at Mokokc-
hung, Principal ITC at Medziphe-
ma, State Seed Farm at Merapani, 
Central Store at Dimapur, Agri 
Expo at Dimapur, seven farms and 
two sub-research stations. 

Altogether there are 1981 de-
partmental staff  including KVK, 
ADMA and casual employees.

The inaugural programme was 
chaired by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Chiephobozou, 
Sangmai C Imlong, who also de-
livered the welcome address. The 
invocation was offered by pastor 
Dziesetuolie Chadi of  Chiephobo-
zou Baptist Church, while special 
numbers were presented by women 
group and Town Council Youth of  
Chiephobozou. The vote of  thanks 
was delivered by District Agricul-
ture Officer, Vizonyu Liezie.
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The finalists of the cock fight, Throngsomong Yimchunger, le , and 
Khasmaigirisa Kachari in ac on during the compe on at Kisama on Dec. 8.
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Inaugurates swimming pool and indoor sports complex at ARTC&S 

Rajnath Singh and high ranking officials of the Assam Rifles interact a er the inaugura on of a facility at the 
Assam Rifles Training Centre & School at Shokhovi near Dimapur on Dec. 8.  

Caisii Mao

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh was there to 
not only inaugurate a train-
ing facility for one of  the 
most fabled security forces 
in the country. He also got 
to experience anti-insur-
gency and jungle warfare 
manoeuvres and combat 
survival skills during his 
itinerary.   

The Home minister 
inaugurated a swimming 
pool and an indoor sports 
complex of  the Assam 
Rifles Training Centre 

& School (ARTC&S) at 
Shokhovi near Dimapur 
on Dec. 8. 

Singh witnessed the 
training activities of  the 
‘mahila’ (women) re-
cruits at the centre’s anti-
insurgency training area 
during which the recruits 
displayed their weapon 
handling, battle obstacle 
course and bayonets fight-
ing skills. 

A demonstration of  
small-team operations for 
conducting raids on insur-
gent hideouts and counter-

ambush drills was also or-
ganized during the occasion. 

Singh said that train-
ing of  mahila recruits 
will not only make them 
“capable of  a worthy war-
rior but will also empower 
them in different facet of  
professional and personal 
life” resulting in further 
enhancement of  the para-
military force.  

Inaugurating the KB 
Limbu Swimming Pool, 
‘combat crossing’ involv-
ing manoeuvres to cross 
waters was demonstrated 

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Un-
derlining the importance of  in-
formation technology systems in 
the field of  communication, the 
Nagaland police has created a so-
cial media platform, primarily a 
helpline-like social media cell, to 
connect with the public.

Through the facility, the public 
in general particularly civil society 
organizations, besides govern-
ment servants and police officials 
and stakeholders of  the society, 
can directly highlight their griev-
ances or offer suggestions to im-
prove policing or even report in-
stances where police intervention 
may be required.

To serve this purpose, a sepa-
rate cell is being envisaged at the 
police headquarters in Kohima 
town which would initially re-

main functional from 8 am to 6 
pm on all working days. Depend-
ing on the response of  the public 
and the quantity of  messages / 
information, the cell will be made 
functional 24x7.

This social media cell will 
work primarily with three tools: 
Whatsapp at the phone number 
8258829982; through Facebook 
at DGP Nagaland (D G P Naga-
land) and through Twitter at DGP 
Nagaland (DGP_Nagaland). 

The concept behind having the 
platform was to create a ‘proactive 
and dynamic platform’ to respond 
to the concerns of the public. Fur-
ther, it was felt that digital com-
munication had the ‘advantage of  
transparency and accountability.’ 
Besides, it ensures speed which 
would also ‘augment the essence 

of e-governance that the govern-
ment has been actively promoting,’ 
according to the DIPR on Friday.

One can forward their com-
plaints, grievances and sugges-
tions under any of  the following 
heads:

Election offences: proxy-vot-
ing, vote buying, booth capturing 
etc; antisocial activities impacting 
law and order: Extortion, arms-
related issues, human trafficking, 
drug trafficking and any other 
form of organized crime; public 
peace: unlawful assembly and 
rioting, social disharmony (inter-
tribal, inter-village, inter-commu-
nity), bandhs and protests, matters 
where police intervention may 
be required; economic offences: 
“syndicate system,” fake currency, 
Chitfund cases, MCM schemes, 

cyber offences and fraud, recruit-
ment-related scams etc; general 
offences: ‘offences against human 
body, property offences’; miscel-
laneous: contempt of  lawful au-
thority, offences affecting public 
health and safety etc.

The idea is that the establish-
ment has acknowledged that there 
are many people in Nagaland 
with genuine concerns about im-
proving the society and that their 
voice must be heard and acted 
upon. The Nagaland police have 
appealed to the public to ‘actively 
express themselves’ for Nagaland 
Police to better serve the people. 
The identity of  informants will be 
protected as required / requested 
and due recognition will be given 
as per propriety, the DIPR up-
dates stated. 

From le : Kavita Acharya and PB Acharya at the Cra scape at Kisama on 
Dec. 8. 

The Acharyas keep up with 
Kisama’s handicraft scene

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): A new office building 
of  the NStCB Ltd. at Changtongya and an ATM 
booth for the town was inaugurated on Dec. 8. 
The deputy registrar of  Co-operative Society of  
Mokokchung Alangla Tonger was the chief  guest  
at the inauguration of  said facilities.

Speaking during the occasion, Alangla Tonger 
appealed for cooperation from the public with the 
bank’s officials. The now shifted branch office 
and opening of  the booth will benefit the public 
of  the area, she said and encouraging the people 
to avail the facilities being provided by the bank.

Changtongya gets new 
NStCB office and ATM booth

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): The team of  
leaders from the Nagaland unit of  the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is said to 
have met with Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh during his arrival at Chumuke-
dima in Dimapur on Dec. 7. A press re-
lease from the party’s media cell on Friday 
informed that they had ‘a cordial interac-
tion’ about various issues pertaining to the 
state.

The party’s delegation updated Ra-
jnath Singh about the party’s activities in 
the state and “its need for a state in-charge 

and a minister in-charge for party affairs” 
for which “he assured the party to look in 
to the matter,” the press release stated. 

The party stated: ‘While recalling the 
past visit, the party has reminded him that 
during his tenure as national BJP president 
when he visited Chumukedima Nagaland 
in August 2007, he has said that Nagaland 
has a special place and status for BJP as 
Nagaland has given its first government in 
the Northeast. He told the party delega-
tion that his next visit to the state will be 
for party affairs.’

BJP team meets with Rajnath Singh
Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Preserving the tradi-
tional art of  wood carving and sculpting T Meren 
Imsong has produced works that have been at-
tributed as crafts of  class. In 2011, he was given 
a state award for his wooden sculpture ‘Burden 
of  Man’ which was later nominated, from the 
Northeast, for a national-level prize. The sculp-
ture consists of  23 human figures depicting the 
‘burdens’ of  human life.

Imsong, a 41-year old and based in Dimapur, 
did not have any formal training. He initially took 
up the art of  wood carving and sculpture making 
as a hobby at a young age, and became a full time 
sculptor in 2007. He credits another artist Lepden 
Jamir for teaching him the art of  sculpting.

Chisel and hammer are the tools which he 
uses; no machineries are used in his crafts. Im-
song’s work, the wooden carved ‘Pillar of  Love,’ 
based on the Ao folk-tale of  Jina and Etiben and 
other life-sized wooden sculptures with intricate 
detailing, can be found in Mopungchuket village. 
Most of  his works are figurative.

The artist has exhibited some of  his works at 
the Hornbill International Photo Fest at Kisama. 
His work consists of  wooden carved masks and 
life-sized traditional wooden sculptures. In 2011, 
his work ‘Pillar of  Fear,’ measuring 13 feet, was 
exhibited during the Hornbill Festival; it has a 
total of  113 human figures depicting the past, 
present and future situation of  the Naga.

Imsong lamented the lack of  a common plat-
form for sculptors to come together and exhibit 
their crafts, exchange ideas and promote the art. 
He thanked the organisers of  Hipfest 2017 for 
giving him a platform to showcase his works. 
The artist has expressed hope that through such 
mediums, traditional sculpting will be preserved 
and promoted especially among the younger 
generation. 

(Inputs from DIPR) 

Meet a sculptor and 
artist who believes

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Throngsomong from the 
Yimchunger community has 
won the Hornbill cockfight 
competition at Kisama on 
Dec. 8.

Throngsomong emerged 
the winner from among 15 
competitors from various 
tribes who participated in 
the indigenous event. Reng-
ma and Sangtam competi-
tors failed to turn up for the 
competition. The event was 
organised by department of  
Youth Resources and Sports.

The first and second run-
ner-up prizes were bagged by 
Khasmaigirisa from the Ka-
chari tribe and Renpen from 

Throngsomong scoots home with cockfight title

Public may access cell through Whatsapp, Facebook and Twitter  
Nagaland police sets up connect-public platform

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
The Acharyas—governor of  
Nagaland PB Acharya and 
Kavita Acharya—will not 
let the handicraft upheaval 
at the Hornbill Festival feel 
too left-out. The couple vis-
ited the ‘Craftscape’ corner at 
Kisama on Dec. 8. 

The couple ‘took a round’ 
of  the Craftscape and inter-
acted with the ‘participants,’ 
a note from the governor’s of-
fice informed on Friday. 

‘They appreciated the 
exhibits on display and were 
impressed with the workman-
ship of  the craftsmen and 
women. The governor called 
on the people of  the state to 
promote and encourage local 
craftsmen and women and to 
help in keeping the local tra-
ditional arts and crafts alive,’ 
the note explained. 

Besides the handicraft, 
the governor visited the 
World War II Museum, the 

by the recruits. The swim-
ming pool will be utilized 
to provide skill training to 
recruits, which can make 
them more competent and 
capable when operating in 
the Northeast state.

The Union minister 
inaugurated also the NB 
Thapa Indoor Sports Com-
plex. During the event, 
the Assam Rifles’ Karate, 
Wushu and archery team 
displayed their skills. Re-
puted sportspersons in 
these areas were also intro-
duced to the minister. 

Singh hoisted the na-
tional flag in the training 
centre. The mast of  the flag 
is said to be the highest in 
the state of  Nagaland—its 
height being 100 ft. In his 
address, he appreciated the 
role played by the Assam 
Rifles in ensuring security, 
peace and development of  
the Northeast region. 

The Home minister 
spoke about some welfare 
initiatives for soldiers that 
have been implemented for 
the force. He was briefed 
by the inspector general 
and the deputy inspector 
general of  the force about 
recent successful opera-
tions conducted against 
insurgents. 

The Home minister 
was also shown a demon-
stration of  jungle survival 
skills and use of  traps and 
snares. Singh compli-
mented the Assam Rifles 
for their “par excellence 
professional commitment” 
which he said had been 
aptly illustrated by the lau-
rels and gallantry awards 
won by the force. 

He further appreciated 
the efforts of  the force in 
safeguarding the North 
Eastern frontiers of  the 
country and reaching out 
the farthest and remotest 
areas of  the region. He de-
clared that the force was 
‘Friends of  the North East’ 
in the true sense.

The minister also 
complimented the train-
ing centre for its excellent 
training, methodology and 
infrastructure. He appre-
ciated that the self  con-
fidence achieved by the 
recruits through hard train-
ing was clearly visible in 
their faces. 

According to Singh, 
the Northeast is a strate-
gic area and its security is 
of  paramount importance. 
He added that the Assam 
Rifles are playing a stellar 
role in this regard. 

‘We must represent God’s 
love for humanity always’

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 8 (EMN):  
‘Let us hope that there is a 
sense of  renewed hope and 
comfort in every person 
and in every home dur-
ing this joyous Christmas 
season,’ said KD Vizo, 
commissioner-secretary 
for IT&C speaking at the 
pre-Christmas and book-
release programme as its 
chief  guest at the Don Bo-
sco College in Kohima on 
Dec. 8.

While pointing out 
advent Christmas to be 
a time to prepare spiritu-
ally for the celebration of  
the birth of  Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Vizo observed that 
the Christmas season has 
a different meaning for dif-
ferent people. However, he 
asserted that for Christians, 
the birth of  Jesus Christ is 
the fulfilment of  age-old 
prophecies and the reaffir-
mation of  God’s great love 
for humanity. ‘It is a gen-
erous gift of  our heavenly 
Father and through his 
beloved son we all know 
that hope and compassion 
entered our world,’ he said. 

Also noting that nor-
mally people tend to cele-
brate Christmas with lot of  
feasting, he said that Christ-
mas must be experienced 
in the heart and should be 
represented throughout 
the year. This is to ensure 
that faith overcomes doubt; 
hope conquers despair and 
love triumphs over hate. 

The officer called upon 
all to resolve to honour the 
spirit of  Christmas and 
strive to keep it throughout 
the year and hope that ‘pru-
dence, wisdom and under-
standing’ might descend on 
all of  us. That way, he said, 
in the years ahead ‘we may 
fully realize the wonderful 
dream glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace; 
goodwill toward men.’ 

Nagaland being a 
Christian state, Vizo opined 
further, ‘If  we celebrate 
pre-Christmas in a mean-
ingful way, together we can 
prove to that this world can 
be a better place to live with 
happiness.’ He said that the 
spirit of  Christmas spreads 
the message of  happiness, 
love and peace to each and 
every home.’  

KD Vizo speaking at the pre-Christmas event at Kohima on Dec. 8.
EM Images

During the programme, 
the college released a mag-
azine ‘Promethian’ while 
the Bosco Music Club 
performed the Christmas 
Cantata.

Easterine Kire releases 
novella 
Easterine Kire’s new no-
vella titled ‘Don’t run my 
love’ published by Speak-
ing Tiger was released at a 
pre-Christmas at the Don 
Bosco College in Kohima 
on Dec. 8.

Giving a brief  look into 
her new book, Kire said 
that its story was based on 
a Mizo folktale which her 
mother narrated. ‘Don’t 
run my love,’ she said, is 
a story of  a young man 
who follows a certain tra-
dition in the Mizo society 
‘Tekhumevi’ (tiger man or 
way of  tiger); a belief  of  a 
young man who looks for 
power by becoming a ‘dual 
soul’ with the tiger.

Kire has dedicated her 
new book to young readers 
and former students. 

The new novella is 
about a young lady At-
uonuo who lives with her 
widowed mother in Kija, 
an ancient village of  the 
Angami. Their peace is 

shattered when Kevi, a 
young hunter, lithe and 
possessing ‘animal mag-
netism’ and better looking 
than any other man in the 
village, comes to them at 
harvest time. 

Kevi falls in love with 
Atuonuo and proposes 
marriage to her. When the 
she turns him down unsure 
of  her heart, Kevi angered 
by the rejection, viciously 
turns and reveals a side of  
him that neither mother 
nor daughter could have 
imagined in their worst 
nightmare.

Easterine Kire is a 
well known poet, novel-
ist, short-story writer and 
writer of  children’s book. 
Her first novel ‘A Naga vil-
lage remembered’ was also 
the first Naga novel to be 
published in English. Her 
other novels include Son of  
the Thundercloud and Bit-
ter Wormwood. Her book 
‘When the River Sleeps’ 
was the winners of  the 
Hindu Prize for 2015.

Kire’s work has been 
translated into German, 
Croatian Uzbek, Norwe-
gian and Nepali. In 2011 
she was awarded the Gov-
ernor’s Medal for Excel-
lence in Naga literature.

Artists’ Corner and a stall 
set up by the Assam Rifles at 
Kisama. 

Not to forget how to  
be hep and rad
That was not all though. PB 
Acharya and Kavita Acharya 
visited Hipfest on Dec. 8 and 
interacted with the director 
of  Information & Public Re-
lations LimawatiAo besides 
the organizers of  the event, 
according to updates on Fri-
day.

Taking a tour of  the photo 
gallery and exhibition at the 
event, the governor appreci-
ated the works of  the artists 
there and said that compared 
to the previous years’ exhibi-
tions, the current edition of  
Hipfest was one of  the best 
that he had visited so far. 

The governor was partic-
ularly pleased with the works 
of  the young artists at the 
exhibition and encouraged 
them to keep up their pursuit. 
The governor interacted with 
sculptor artist Tsuknung-
meren Imsong; fibreglass 
artist Akup Buchem and art 
curator David Keneingutuo 
Sorünuo. 

the Lotha tribe.
The champion walked 

away with a cash award of  
INR 7,000, while the 1st and 
2nd runner-up were given a 
cash award of INR 5,000 and 

INR 3,000 respectively.
On day-nine, the tradi-

tional shot-put competition 
would be held at the same 
venue commencing from 12 
noon.
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Agartala, Dec. 8 (IANS): In a bid 
to save their jobs, 10,323 Tripura 
government school teachers, 
who are set to lose their jobs on 
December 31 following a Supreme 
Court verdict, launched an agitation 
from Friday.

Around 150 teachers on Friday 
started a blockade of  the national 
highway and the lone railway 
line for an indefinite period at 
Sindhukumar Para in northern 
Tripura’s Dhalai district.

“We will continue our road 
and rail blockade until our jobs 
are confirmed by the government. 
We know the people of  Tripura 
will face hardships due to these 
blockades, but we are also helpless,” 
the agitating teachers’ spokesman 
Uttam Kumar Dey told IANS over 
phone from the blockade site.

A large number of  police and 
Tripura State Rifles personnel have 
been deployed in the blockade 
areas. Many vehicles and some 
trains carrying passengers and 

goods remain stranded at these 
locations.

The agitating teachers are, 
however, divided over blocking 
movement on the national highway 
and the lone railway line, as a 
majority of  them feel this would 
cause immense problems and 
inconvenience the people of  the 
state.

On Thursday, around 1,000 
teachers held a demonstration in 
front of  the state secretariat and 
later met Education and Law 
minister Tapan Chakraborty, 
demanding a halt to the termination 
of  their jobs.

Chakrabor ty,  dur ing  the 
90-minute meeting, told the 
delegation that the state government 
had filed a petition before the 
Supreme Court, urging it to extend 
the termination deadline for one 
more year.

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s 
sympathetic towards the agony of  
these government teachers. We are 

exploring various legal options and 
considering suggestions of the legal 
experts including senior lawyers of  
the apex court to save the jobs of  
these teachers,” Chakraborty told 
IANS on Friday.

He said the Supreme Court will 
hear the state government’s plea on 
December 11.

“A s  s u g ge s t e d  b y  s o m e 
opposition legislators, there is no 
question of  convening a special 
session of  the Tripura Assembly 
to enact any law to protect the 
services of  the 10,323 teachers 
since, according to legal experts, it 
would constitute contempt of  the 
Supreme Court,” the minister said.

A spokesman of  the agitating 
teachers said they were not sure that 
the Supreme Court would issue a 
favourable order in response to the 
state government’s petition, and 
therefore, they would intensify their 
agitation.

The Supreme Court in an order 
on March 29 had upheld the Tripura 

High Court verdict, terminating the 
jobs of 10,323 government teachers 
citing some indiscretion.

In  an  apparent  move  to 
circumvent the apex court order, 
the Tripura government in May 
announced the recruitment of  
12,000 non-teaching staff  in the 
Education Department. This was 
to ostensibly “accommodate” the 
10,323 teachers facing the axe 
following the court verdict.

On October 24, a division bench 
of  the Supreme Court, however, 
ordered that the ban enforced on 
October 4 on recruitment of 12,000 
non-teaching staff  would remain in 
force until the next hearing. 

An unemployed youth from 
Tripura had filed a contempt 
petition before the Supreme Court, 
alleging that the state government 
had violated its order by trying to 
redesignate the posts of  sacked 
teachers as well as by initiating the 
process to hire 12,000 non-teaching 
employees.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 8 (EMN): Under the No. 9 
Amreng Constituency of  Karbi Anglong  
Autonomous Council (KAAC) , about 
10 Km long distance from Zirikindeng 
police station in West Karbi Anglong 
district villages like Umta-up, Rongmanpi, 
Lumsajar and Umluk Apam are facing 
major hardship because of  lack of  proper 
road communication and with no bridge 
at all.  

Till today the villagers of these villages 
are risking their lives while crossing the 
Amreng river. 

It was seen a handmade bamboos 
bridge is made for the commuters to reach 
the village which is very dangerous for the 
villagers to cross the Amreng river which 
can easily be swept away during rainy 
season.

Eastern Mirror correspondent while 
visiting the place was informed by one 
of  the villagers that during the regime of  
congress government in Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council in the year 2000-
2001, leaders of congress assured that after 
three years of victory, the government will 
be given the development works such as 

PWD roads and bridge to reach the village, 
even the employees had made an initial 
survey and markings were also done written 
on the rock.  But their assurance remains 
unfulfilled till now. 

He informed that the villages were 
established in around 1951 with the same 
age of the Mikir Hills now Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council. He lamented that 
the said villages are being neglected by the 
competent authority but is hopeful that their 
dreams will soon be fulfilled with the BJP 
government as they are in power at KAAC,  
state and central.

Maximum of  our children are kept 
outside the villages with relatives for 
obtaining proper education because of  
lack of communication and if  any of our 
villagers fall sick we have no other choice 
but to carry the patient with the help of  
bamboo which is miserable, cried the man.

The disheartened villager also said 
that, even for marketing we have to come 
to Jirikinding which is 10  away from 
our village, so construction of  road is the 
foremost step and we will be glad if  the 
government listen our voice, altogether we 
have 1200 voters from these four villages.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): Honouring its 
commitment of belongingness to the people, 
the 29 Assam Rifles four-day excursion tour 
for the children of  Joupi culminated on 
Dec. 7 with the visit of the contingent of 39 
children (17 boys, 22 girls), five teachers and 
two village chiefs to the Governor’s house in 
Manipur. This was stated in a press release 
issued by Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(South).

Governor of  Manipur, Dr. Najma 
Heptulla appreciated the multipronged 
approach of Assam Rifles to bring normalcy 
in the region. She interacted with the kids 
and wished for more such interactions with 

populace of remote region. 
Governor said more such tours should be 

organised to train and help the young brains 
in achieving their goal in life.

The release further mentions that the 
excursion was a successful attempt of  
the 29 Assam Rifles to help and support 
local populace thus fulfilling its agenda 
of  targeting youths and children to train, 
educate and expose them to nationalistic 
agenda of development as it would enable 
the young impressionable minds to integrate 
with national mainstream and act as a 
catalyst for channelizing their aspiration to 
achieve higher goals in life.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 8 (EMN): As 
declared by leaders of  left 
faction, the Hill State Democratic 
Council (HSDC) convened its 
first general conference of  at 
Diphu Club on Dec. 7 Thurs.

For the last couple of weeks, 
HSDC camp witnessed a split 
between the leaders leading 
to two camps on the question 
of  converting HSDC into a 
monolithic political party by 
register ing with Elect ion 
Commission of  India.  One 
camp is headed by Chomang 

Kro, Jotson Bey and others, while 
the other is headed by former MP 
and CPI (ML) leader Dr. Jayanta 
Rongpi, Robi Kr. Phangcho and 
others.

It was the anti-left faction of  
HSDC led by Holiram Terang 
and group and they were the 
first to announce the HSDC 
convention scheduled for Dec. 
10 and 11. They also rejected 
the dual membership in HSDC 
and requested the CPI (ML) 
members to resign from the 
existing party. 

The  leaders of the left faction 

of HSDC like Robi Kr. Phangcho 
and Selawar Bey were also quick 
to react on the decision of  the 
anti-left leaders of  HSDC and 
they also fixed their own date 
Dec. 7 as first general conference 
of HSDC at Diphu Club.

A draft  document was 
presented in the conference 
for taking up for debate and 
discussion. The paper reads that 
instead of registering HSDC as a 
political party it would be better 
to register HSDP as registered 
regional party as the former is 
just a movement platform. 

Itanagar, Dec. 8 (PTI): Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu today urged all 
stakeholders to rack their brains for the future 
of the state and assured that the results, when 
comprised into a roadmap, will be strictly 
followed.

Addressing the inaugural session of  
the two-day conclave on Dream Change: 
Reshaping the Development Discourse of  
Arunachal Pradesh at the State Legislative 
Assembly here, Khandu lauded the initiative 
to bring together stakeholders, policy-makers 
and experts from across the statec and outside 
for putting their brains and expertise in framing 
a roadmap for the state s growth in the next 
10 years.

While citing important projects under 
implementation like road, rail and air 
connectivity in the state, the chief  minister 
found no reason that the state should remain 
backward anymore.

We have all resources at our disposal. With 
the coming up of  road, rail, air and digital 
connectivity, the road ahead is open and 
inviting for us. We just need a comprehensive 
and time-bound roadmap to guide us and the 
determination to achieve it, he pointed out.

Deputy Chief  Minister Chowna Mein 
in his address said that in order to harness 
potentials in agri and allied sector, it is 
important to have full back-up from Research 
and Development Institutions working in 
the field of plant breeding, tissue culture, soil 
science and genetics.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  D e c .  8 
(EMN): Chief  Minister 
Nong thombam Bi ren 
distributed monetary aid 
worth Rs 1,10,58,858 to 91 
selected beneficiaries under 
Manipur State I l lness 
Assistance Fund (MSIAF) 
at a simple ceremony held 
at Durbar Hall of  Chief  
Minister’s Secretariat on 
Dec. 8 Fri.

The beneficiaries were 
selected from among the 
appl ica t ions  rece ived 
between Dec. 15, 2014 and 
Feb. 2015. Speaking on the 

occasion, the chief  minister 
said that the government 
p rov ides  med ica l  r e -
imbursement up to Rs. 1.5 
lakh to BPL families for 
medical treatment under 
MSIAF. He said that the 
new government is giving 
prime focus towards giving 
proper healthcare to the 
masses. 

Biren said that large 
numbers of  people have 
been  v i s i t ing  h im on 
Meeyamgi Numit and Hill 
Leaders’ Day seeking help 
in meeting their medical 
expenses  desp i t e  the 

existence of  this scheme.
In fact, these two days 

have been an eye opener 
for the new government 
as it has provided a vital 
information regarding the 
woes of  the people, Biren 
said.

He brought to light 
that the government had 
designed a new scheme 
known as  ‘Hakshe lg i 
Tengbang’ for medical 
and health care of  poor 
families, while adding that 
the scheme would provide 
cashless medical treatment 
to poor families up to 

defined financial ceilings.
Fo r  s eve n  c r i t i c a l 

diseases such as cancer, 
neuro, kidney, heart, burns, 
liver and neo-natal, the 
scheme would provide a 
cashless medical cover up 
to Rs 2 lakh per family.

Informing that  the 
open tender/e- tender 
for the new scheme had 
already been floated with 
implementing agencies 
being shortlisted, the chief  
minister mentioned that 
the scheme is likely to be 
launched in January next 
year.

S t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
gover nment  had  a l so 
launched another scheme 
known as ‘Chief  Ministergi 
Shotharabasingi Tengbang’ 
on Dec. 3 Sun., the chief  
minister said that action 
would be taken against any 
official, who delays more 
than 24 hours in handing 
over monetary aid to the 
beneficiaries who had 
already been selected for 
the new scheme. 

Heal th  Minis ter  L 
Jayentakumar and other 
officials also attended the 
day’s function.

Shillong, Dec. 8 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya High Court 
has slapped a Rs 1 lakh fine 
on four persons for not 
allowing members of  the 
indigenous Khasi faith to 
cremate their dead as per 
their religion, observing 
that they had disrespected 
the Constitution.

T h e  f o u r  p e r s o n s 
include a ‘minister’ of  
‘Hima Mylliem’ in East 
Khasi Hills district, one 
of  the local chiefdoms 
accorded  sanc t i ty  by 
t r i b a l  a u t o n o m o u s 
district councils under 
the sixth schedule of  the 

Constitution.
T h e  S e n g  K h a s i 

Mylliem, an organisation 
of  the believers of  Khasi 
faith, had filed a case 
al leging that  the four 
accused were thwarting the 
believers from practising 
their religion by disallowing 
them to cremate the dead.

D e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
verdict yesterday, Justice 
S R Sen said the four 
persons disrespected the 
Constitution by disallowing 
the Khasi faith believers to 
practise their religion.

The judge slapped on 
them a fine of  Rs 1 lakh 

that would be used for 
the benefit of  the juvenile 
inmates lodged in homes 
of  the  soc ia l  wel fare 
department.

The high court also 
directed the East Khasi 
Hills deputy commissioner 
to demarcate a site at 
Mylliem for the cremation 
of  the members of  the 
Niam Khasi (indigenous 
Khasi) and to take steps to 
develop the site within five 
months. 

T h e  j u d g e  a l s o 
instructed the police to see 
that no one disturbs the 
believers.

Guwahati, Dec. 8 (IANS): 
Two persons have been arrested 
here for their involvement in 
circulating an SMS, offering to 
kill Assam Health and Education 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
using a bomb, police said on 
Friday.

Both the arrested persons 
were employees of  Guwahati 
Medical College and Hospital, 
police said.

Assam Director General of  
Police (DGP) Mukesh Sahay said 
police are questioning the duo to 
ascertain the motive behind the 
circulation of the SMS. He said 

the duo had sent the text SMS to 
a few politicians among others.

“We have arrested the duo 
based on interception of an SMS 
that they are ready to bomb 
the education minister during 
any of  the forthcoming public 
meetings at Jalukbari area and 
demanded Rs 5 crore for the 
job,” said the DGP. The police 
officer, however, said police are 
ascertaining whether there was 
any plan or blueprint to bomb 
the minister or it is just mischief  
being played by some disgruntled 
elements.  “After intercepting 
the SMS, we traced the location 

of the mobile and arrested two 
persons,” Sahay said adding that 
only detailed interrogation will 
clear the matter. The DGP said 
circulating such a SMS is a crime 
under the IT Act. “We are taking 
the matter seriously and all angles 
are being probed to unearth the 
truth,” he said. 

Unofficial sources said the 
text SMSes were being sent to 
former Assam Chief  Minister 
Tarun Gogoi, former Forest 
Minister Rockybul Hussain, 
Assam Pradesh Congress 
Committee (APCC) President 
Ripun Bora and many others.

Agartala, Dec. 8 (IANS): After an 
eight-year-long effort, the Tripura 
government has created a “gigantic 
memorial and park” in memory of  
the Indian soldiers and Bangladeshi 
freedom fighters who sacrificed their 
lives during the 1971 Liberation War.

“The gigantic memorial and 
park has been built on 20.20 hectares 
at Chottakhola (in southern Tripura, 
132 km from here) at a cost of Rs 
7 crore (over $1 million),” Tripura 
Revenue and Health Minister 
Badal Chaudhury told IANS. The 
site is just four km from the India-
Bangladesh border.

Tripura Chief  Minister Manik 
Sarkar will inaugurate the memorial 
and park in the presence of Indian 
and Bangladeshi artists, intellectuals 
and freedom fighters on December 
16, the day the war ended in 1971 
and which is observed as “Vijay 
Diwas” (Victory Day). It would 
thereafter be open to the public.

Dipu Moni, then Bangladesh’s 
Foreign Minister, laid the foundation 
stone of  the “Bharat-Bangla 
Maitri Uddan” (India-Bangladesh 
Friendship Park) on November 11, 
2010.

“We first thought of and started 
the initial work of the memorial when 
we had observed “Vijay Diwas” on 
December 16, 2009. Subsequently, 
Manik Sarkar discussed the matter 

with Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina when he went to 
Dhaka in March 2010. The project 
was then undertaken officially,” 
veteran Communist leader and 
legislator Sudhan Das told IANS.

“A war museum, hillocks, verdant 
valleys, lakes, plants, sculptures, 
graveyards of Bangladeshi freedom 
fighters and with various other 
elements, this is not just a park but 
much more than that.

“Developed jointly by at least 
10 departments of  the Tripura 
government with the Forest 
Department as the nodal agency, 
the memorial and park would 
also feature a large watchtower 
from which parts of Comilla, Feni 
and Noakhali districts of  eastern 
Bangladesh would be visible,” Das 
said.

Revenue Minister Chaudhury 
said: “When Pranab Mukherjee was 
the Defence Minister, I personally 
met him some time in 2005 and gave 
him a letter requesting to assist the 
Tripura government by allocating 
funds or otherwise to build the 
memorial. But his response was 
pessimistic.”

“If  the Indian government can 
build a war cemetery in Kohima 
(Nagaland) to commemorate the 
soldiers of the 2nd British Division 
of  the allied forces who lost their 

lives there fighting Japanese forces 
in April 1944, why could the Indian 
government not build a similar 
memorial at Chottakhola,” the 
minister asked.

Das said that a Rs 12-crore 
project had been sent to the Union 
government, but there was no 
response.

Renowned artists from Tripura 
and Bangladesh are part of  the 
project with their creations -- from 
statues to paintings -- that will add 
to the memorial’s attraction.

A museum is also being set up 
at the park. It will showcase the 
arms and ammunition used in the 
Liberation War, rare photographs 
and war literature. The park will also 
feature 220 different plant species.

Other highlights include the 
surrounding hillocks, the Trichna 
Wildlife Sanctuary and a 500-year-
old mosque in Bangladesh’s Comilla 
district.

Statues of then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi and the founder 
of  Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, have also been erected in 
the park.

“We are grateful to the Tripura 
government for constructing the park 
and the museum,” said Bangladesh 
Liberation War Affairs Minister 
A.K.M. Mozammel Haque, who 
was recently here to attend some 

events.
Justifying the decision to build 

the memorial in the state, Tripura 
Minister Chaudhury said: “Tripura 
had not only accommodated the 
displaced people but also provided 
all kinds of support and help to the 
freedom fighters. The border town 
of  Belonia was attacked by the 
Pakistani forces.”

He said that some portion of  
the land would be allocated to the 
Army and the Border Security Force 
(BSF) to build small memorials to 
commemorate their personnel.

Political analyst and writer 
Gautam Das, who had closely 
watched the Liberation War, told 
IANS: “Over 160,000 displaced 
people from the then East Pakistan 
had taken shelter in Tripura.

“Our state had many camps in 
four sectors from where the freedom 
fighters fought the Pakistani forces in 
the nine-month-long war in 1971.” 

Even after 46 years, the people 
of  Tripura understand the need to 
celebrate the indomitable spirit of  
the freedom fighters and Indian 
soldiers who fought shoulder to 
shoulder to liberate an oppressed 
land. The memorial and the 
park will certainly ensure that 
the nine-month-long (March to 
December 1971) bloody war is 
never forgotten.

EM Images

Villagers seen crossing Amreng river which is said to be the only lifeline of the four villages in Karbi Anglong.

10,323 Tripura government 
school teachers on the warpath

Four villages in KA living without
road connectivity since 1950s

29 AR’s four-day excursion 
with children concludes

HSDC holds 1st general conference Khandu invites stakeholders 
for 10-yr Arunachal roadmap

Manipur CM distributes monetary aid under MSIAF
Chief Minister announces new health schemes for people living below poverty line

Two held for circulating SMS to kill Assam Minister

Tripura creates memorial park for Indian, 
B’deshi heroes of 1971 Liberation War
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FROM PAGE 1... State Power Minsters resolve 
to cut cross subsidies

HC asks RBI, probe agencies to 
frame guidelines on ATM frauds

Resignation letter of Neiphiu Rio
N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  8 
(IANS): State Power Min-
sters have resolved to pre-
pare a plan to reduce cross-
subsidies by March 2018 
as per the guidelines in the 
tariff  policy, which would 
reduce the power rates for 
commercial and industrial 
consumers, an official said 
on Friday.

The resolution to adopt 
an action plan to realise 
the changes made last year 
to the Electricity Act pro-
viding for a lower cross 
subsidy level of  20 per 
cent was one among other 
reforms agreed on at the 
states’ Power Ministers 
meeting here with Union 
Power Minister R.K. Singh 
on Thursday. 

Cross subsidy, which 
currently can be as high 
as 200 per cent in some 
cases, is the mechanism by 
which industrial and com-
mercial consumers pay 
higher tariffs that subsidise 
the lower charges paid by 
domestic, agricultural and 

other users.
“States resolve to pre-

pare roadmap for reduc-
tion of  cross subsidies as 
per Tariff  Policy by March 
2018 and bring in tariff  re-
forms by simplification of  
consumer tariff  categories 
and rationalization of  elec-
tricity tariff,” the resolution 
adopted by the ministers 
said, according to a Power 
Ministry release here.

Briefing reporters dur-
ing a break in the meeting, 
the Union Power Minister 
advocated standardising 
electricity tariffs across the 
country and said the states 
have agreed to reduce the 
number of  slabs for selling 
power.

He had said cross sub-
sidies in the tariff  policy 
will be phased out to bring 
it down to 20 per cent in 
the first phase, adding that 
power must be made avail-
able to industry at a rea-
sonable cost to ensure the 
success of  the ‘Make in 
India’ programme.

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  8 
(IANS): The Delhi High 
Court on Friday asked the 
RBI, the CBI and city po-
lice to frame guidelines to 
investigate cases of  ATM 
frauds here.

Disposing of  a plea in 
this regard, it asked the 
Delhi government, Delhi 
Police, the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) and 
the Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) to consider it as a 
representation.

The  pe t i t i on  f i l ed 
by north Delhi resident 
Pravesh, who claims to 
be a private investigator, 
through advocates Kam-
lesh Kumar Mishra also 
sought transfer of  such 

KG-2214

As Per the advertisement No. SUDA/DUDA/GEN-1/99/235 Dated Kohima the 14th 
November. 2017 the interview had been conducted on 28th November for the posts 
of State Mission Managers (SMM) and City Mission Managers (CMM) and the following 
candidates arc selected:

The acceptance letter should be submitted within 15 (Fifteen days)  w.e.f the date of 
publication.

 Sd/- Sd/-
 Shri. Motsuthung Lotha S. Takatuba Aier
 Secretary, Urban Development Departmant State Mission Diector (NULM)
  & Chairman, SUDA & Chairman, SUDA

 Sd/- Sd/-
 Smti. Katila Er. Asono Mor
 Addl. Secretary, Senior Program O�cer
 Finance Department Information & Technology

1. Smti Abaii Suokhrie
2. Smti. M. Thungbeni Ezung
3. Shri. Yimyariba Jamir
4. Shri. Akum Imsong
5. Shri. R. Chenithung Ngullie

6. Shri. Yimmangyang N. Longkumar
7. Shri. Akumjung Jamir
8. Shri. Kuovizo Belho
9. Smti. Ekumyala
10. Shri. Rokovito Peseyie

Waiting list
1. Shri. Metsiesekho
2. Shri. Tianung ba

3. Smti. Kevisevo
4. Smti. Bendangsangla Metha

No. SUDA/NULM/Trg-Corres/2016 Dated Kohima the 04th December 2017

KG-2216

Ovung tssoa Oyan Chairman topvu thungi ete WDVCCA thungina tsata 
evanmo Ematha Christmas myingo na salum nte piala.

Dt: 02/12/17 lo ete WDVCCA Office Bearers thyutasanta khiathung 
methako ji ephanina nchukum 2017 nzontsu thyutasanta ji Dt: 19/12/17 
lo ete WDVCC & WDVDB Multi-Purpose Building jilona enyathung taro 
ekho (10:00 am) lo khiala. Hoji tsukona Lotha meta lo Oyan Chairman 
topvuna nte ezublia nkhyae nsian nte nchumri mmhom jiang hansi 
myanta oro thyutsanta jilo thetale to nte ntsijantokala.

Ete Association Office Bearers ethan soyingtasi ovungo to tssoa 
nchung nzontsu thyutasanta ji khitav sala, hoji tsukona methak methak 
osi etum olan olan jiang ji thyutasanta methak tav, hoji tsukona ete 
myanta osi nte nchumri mmhom jiang ji ete nzontsu mmhonka tsukona 
ethev lia. Nchungo echumporo tssoa Deputy Commissioner, Wokha (DC) 
ethan jina thyutasanta jilo thev kuma nte topvu mmyantale to ephyo ji 
tsukona, hoji ha ntsijantala.

Ochona sana nzontsu thyutasanta jilo oro nthena sulami ti nzontsu 
na thyutasantai methako jiang lo phyochophyoria Office Bearers jiang 
nlan npiche toha tanjunga ntsijantala.

Registration fee (Rs. 1000/-) elani membership (Rs. 500/-) Nzyu 
2017 tsukona nthehanmo jiang jo nzansi nmhechona hansi oro thetale 
toha ntsitala.
 Sd/- Sd/-
 (Myingthungo Odyuo) (Shanthungo Yanthan)
 President WDVCCA Joint Secretary WDVCCA

THYUTASANTA TSUKONA NTSIJANTA.

DP-271

The Nagaland Govt. Registered Class- 
I Contractor’s Union extends warm 
Christmas greeting to all the business 
community of the state, specially the 
members of the union.

Lets us thank God for all our 
accomplishments and look forward with 
anticipation to another great year in 2018.

(SEYIEKUOLIE)
President
NGRC-ICU

K-1489

Delivery Boy for Courier 
Service with Smart Card 
License along with Bike.
Salary: Negotiable.
Contact us: New Age 
Solution, Near City Tower, 
Dimapur: Nagaland 
# 9436431284 / 
7641035120 

WANTED 

D-4900

NICHOLS-ROY BIBLE COLLEGE, 
Sohryngkham (Shillong) 

Invites application for the following courses for the Academic Year 2018-2019.
Programmes Duration Medium of Instruction Eligibility

B.Th. 3 Years English Dip.Th./10+2 or Equivalent

M.Div. 3 Years English B.Th./ Bachelor Degree from any 
recognized College/University

M.Div. Upgraders 2 Years English B.Th. (ATA) with minimum 60% 

Date and place for Entrance Examination 
13 th December 2017:  NBC Campus, Sohryngkham (Shillong).
9 th -10th May 2018: NBC Campus, Sohryngkham (Shillong).
For application form and application details, log on to www.chogmai.org/nbc 

Contact us at: +91-9862528545/+91-7005487924 
Email: academicdeannbc@yahoo.com, nbc92@yahoo.com 

D-4899CLARIFICATION
It has come to my knowledge that some news are doing the 
rounds, that I merge with one or the other candidate contest-
ing from 46 A/C Mon Town in the coming General Election 
2018. 

I am, therefore, constrained to clarify my stand on this 
matter. That I am not in alliance with any candidate nor I am 
to merge with any for that matter. 

I write this to clarify my stand and to do away with any 
confusion within the constituency and the general public as 
a whole.

Hawang T.Wangsha
Intending Candidate
46 A/C Mon Town.

cases to the Economic Of-
fences Wing of  the Delhi 
Police, claiming that cul-
prits of  ATM frauds were 
not nabbed.

“Several gangs must 
be operating because of  
which similar incidents 
keep happening in the 
same ATMs t ime and 
again. But because of  
lack of  coordination even 
among the investigation 
officers within the same 
police station, the real cul-
prits are not being nabbed. 
It is therefore the conniv-

ance of  the local police 
with these gangsters can-
not be ruled out.”

Almost every day the 
residents of  Delhi are be-
ing duped by the ATM 
fraudsters and people are 
loosing their hard earned 
money, said the plea.



6

Liba Hopeson 

Dr. Bipasha Baruah and Dr. Kate Grantham | The Conversation

EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, December 9, 2017

DAILY

PATH

In Jesus, true and lasting transformation is possible.

“

Lord, we’re so grateful we don’t have to rely on ourselves. Thank You for Your Spirit renewing us 
every day and drawing us closer to You and Your love.

Outside In?
BIBLE READ:  GALATIANS 3:23–29  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
AAll of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.   
~ Galatians 3:27

Women’s NGOs are Changing the World – and Not Getting Credit For it

Christian Youth and Media

In contemporary global development cir-
cles, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) are now performing many more 
roles and activities than they did a few 

decades ago.
NGOs work with governments, communi-

ty groups and the private sector — to develop 
and implement programs, monitor and evalu-
ate their progress and help train people work-
ing on those projects.

They’re considered more nimble than oth-
er institutions in accomplishing development 
goals, because they can reach the most vulner-
able or disaffected people in a community and 
find innovative solutions to problems.

Although their funding streams and in-
stitutional decision-making structures are 
typically multinational, NGOs’ legitimacy, in-
deed, often rests on perceptions of  them being 
“local” and “close to the people.”

NGOs are increasingly taking on the 
responsibility of  implementing the gender 
equality and women’s empowerment agendas 
of  the global development sector.

But very rarely have researchers tried to 
understand or document the specific chal-
lenges and opportunities that NGOs working 
on gender equality, or those that define them-
selves as feminist NGOs or women’s NGOs, 
face — when participating in multiple-stake-
holder projects like Canada’s new feminist in-
ternational assistance policy.

The United Nations’ Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, adopted in 2015, and the Ca-
nadian initiative that includes $150 million in 
funding for advancing the rights of  women 
and girls, will undoubtedly increase the en-
gagement of  women’s NGOs in a variety of  
activities.

That means understanding the opportuni-
ties and constraints faced by women’s NGOs 
in multiple-stakeholder projects is increasingly 
important.
Women’s NGOs in India and Tanzania
We’re basing our observations upon research 
conducted over the past decade in India, where 
women’s NGOs were involved in delivering 
urban basic services like water, sanitation and 
electricity, and in Tanzania, where women’s 
NGOs helped deliver community health and 
microenterprise development services.

In both contexts, we found that women’s 
NGOs played crucial roles in development 
projects, often mobilizing, organizing and 

building projects that otherwise would never 
have launched.

In India, for example, women’s NGOs 
in the state of  Gujarat mobilized local com-
munities to participate in urban development 
projects. They helped form community-based 
organizations to represent local interests 
and implemented community development 
projects — such as health services, adult lit-
eracy and child care.
Women’s NGOs also conducted research to 
determine whether local communities could 
afford to pay for basic urban services.

They negotiated subsidies, fair pricing and 
flexible terms of  payment with utilities on be-
half  of  marginalized people. They arranged 
access to loans from microfinance institutions 
for households that could not cover the cost of  
water or electricity connections.

And by insisting that water and electricity 
bills be issued in the names of  female heads 
of  households, women’s NGOs strengthened 
women’s access to property and housing.

The NGOs also educated stakeholders 
about the realities of  life for the urban poor, 
and shared lessons learned in one urban area 
with NGOs in other cities in India.

In Tanzania, we studied the community 
partner role played by a women’s NGO in a 
project delivering health and microenterprise 
services across East Africa.

The project, which brought together the 
Tanzanian government, public research and 
medical institutions, international charitable 
organizations, community-based organiza-
tions and beneficiaries, envisioned the estab-
lishment of  community kitchens across East 
Africa to produce probiotic yogurt.

The yogurt would be sold for profit and 
distributed for free to certain vulnerable 
groups, including children with nutritional de-
ficiencies and people living with HIV/AIDS.
Women operated the yogurt kitchens
Local entrepreneurs were offered loans, tech-
nical assistance and other training to start up 
the businesses. A women’s NGO that had pre-
viously worked to reduce gender-based vio-
lence in Tanzania helped local communities 
establish, operate and maintain the kitchens.

Before the idea of  community kitchens 
was taken up by more financially and politi-
cally powerful project partners, it was in fact 
the women’s NGO that had proposed the idea 

of  establishing yogurt kitchens that could be 
run by local women in keeping with Tanza-
nian dietary, cultural and consumer norms.

The four earliest community kitchens were 
run entirely by women. The economic em-
powerment of  poor women in Tanzania was 
identified as one of  the founding goals of  the 
project because of  the advocacy work done by 
the women’s NGO.

In later years, the pilot project was expand-
ed to include kitchens run by men.

The women’s NGO provided training on 
probiotic yogurt production, the health ben-
efits of  probiotics, financial accounting, entre-
preneurship and the importance of  combat-
ting HIV/AIDS transmission and stigma.

Until 2012, when the women’s NGO with-
drew from the project, community kitchen 
groups also received training on gender equal-
ity, the rights of  women and girls and the links 
between violence against women and HIV.
Women’s NGOs easily marginalized
Common findings emerge from our research 
in India and Tanzania.

In both contexts, we found that women’s 
NGOs had made vital contributions to the 
success of  development projects, but they 
were easily marginalized and trivialized once 
those projects got off  the ground.

In India, after the success of  the pilot 
projects, the other partners declared that they 
would “go it alone” and no longer involve the 
NGO partner in delivering basic urban serv-
ices.

A similar pattern emerged in Tanzania. 
Once the project was well-established, it start-
ed to expand to include community yogurt 
kitchens run by men, as well as kitchens in 
other parts of  Tanzania, Rwanda and Kenya. 
The women’s NGO was forced out.

What’s more, the gender equality training, 
identified initially as a key project priority in 
Tanzania, was discontinued entirely.

Although the contributions made by the 
women’s NGOs were critical to the existence 
and success of  the initiatives, they were often 
dismissed as supplementary and dispensable 
by the other partners.

Because the NGOs’ role of  organizing, 
mobilizing and helping local communities 
participate in development initiatives was seen 
as a “natural” extension of  women’s care-giv-
ing work, it was easy for other partners to di-
minish and dismiss their contributions.

And because the other partners did not ful-
ly appreciate the contributions of  the women’s 

NGOs, they were unwilling to share credit for 
the success of  the project.
How to bolster the role of  women’s NGOs
We recommend several strategies to strength-
en and validate the role of  women’s NGOs in 
development partnership projects.

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
that defines the specific roles and responsibili-
ties of  each partner should be an essential re-
quirement for multiple-stakeholder projects.

The lack of  such formal agreements en-
trenches the perception that the role NGOs 
play is not particularly valuable. But the in-
volvement of  partners with a wide range of  
views, sizes, structures and experiences under-
scores the importance of  formalizing the role 
of  women’s NGOs.

When the relationship among the different 
parties is formalized, constructive debate can 
be encouraged among all partners.

The lack of  a memorandum of under-
standing causes overlaps in function, weakens 
accountability and exacerbates conflict among 
partners. While it’s possible for diverse insti-
tutions with different philosophies to work in 
an integrated way, it doesn’t happen automati-
cally or easily.

At a deeper structural level, advocacy 
work — whether it’s gender equality or com-
munity mobilization — must be treated as a 
non-negotiable priority in global development 
partnership projects, instead of  as a value-add-
ed or supplementary task.
Women’s NGOs deserve recognition
Our research has shown that women’s NGOs 
play integral roles in the projects they partici-
pate in.

It’s unfortunate they must “justify” their 
long-term involvement in such initiatives, but 
it may be incumbent upon them to make their 
contributions to the project more visible to 
the different partners and to the development 
community at large.

Collecting, maintaining and analyzing 
data on a regular basis about key project im-
pacts and outcomes will be crucial for mak-
ing NGO contributions more visible and less 
dismissible.

Collaborating with academics and other 
development professionals to publish and dis-
seminate findings from such projects will also 
strengthen and validate NGO efforts. This ar-
ticle is one small contribution toward ensur-
ing women’s NGOs get the credit and support 
they so richly deserve.

The postmodernists postulate that 
there is no objective or absolute truth. 
To them truth is always relative to 
some particular frame of  reference, 

such as a language or a culture. A postmod-
ernist view the world outside of  themselves 
as being in error, that is, other people’s truth 
becomes indistinguishable from error. There-
fore, no one has the authority to define truth 
or impose upon others his idea of  moral right 
and wrong. Thus, they reject the book such 
as the Bible which is believed to be absolute-
ly true. Post-modern philosophy has enor-
mously influenced many people, particularly 
in the west. It is greatly held and accepted by 
youngsters who wish to live an unrestricted 
life. They want absolute freedom in life; hence 
they heartily embrace this philosophy. 

In the year 2016, surprisingly, oxford dic-
tionaries word of  the year was post-truth, an 
adjective defined as ‘relating to or denoting 
circumstances in which objective facts are less 
influential in shaping public opinion than ap-
peals to emotion and personal belief ’. Post-
truth culture is sweeping and affecting lives 
of  many. Post-truth culture is a culture that 
elevates feelings and preferences over fact and 
truth. This culture is little similar to hedonism. 
Hedonism is the philosophy that pleasure is 
the most important pursuit of  mankind, and 
the only thing that is good for an individual. 
Hedonists, therefore, strive to maximize their 
total pleasure. They believe that pleasure is the 
only good in life, and pain is the only evil, and 
our life’s goal should be to maximize pleasure 
and minimize pain. 

Now, under the topic Christian youth and 
media, you might be wondering why I start 
with postmodern philosophy and post-truth 
culture. It is said that certain Jewish writers 
are very competent in indoctrinating the mind 
of  the readers. Gradually, as the readers read 
the articles in the magazines, without their re-
alization, they are brainwashed with the ideas 
contained in the articles. Likewise, the media 
induces and alters our mind. The philosophy 
of  postmodernism and post-truth culture is 
given a lot by media. The notion that every 
truth is relative is greatly instilled in the mind 
of  the youths by media. However, sadly, many 
do not realize it and embrace postmodern-
ists’ philosophy without even knowing what 
postmodernism is. Therefore, many Christian 
youths are misled and ruined, falling in the 
trap of  media-influence. 

Media is an inescapable reality. When we 
think of  media, we could be extreme in two 
ways. For instance some totally ignore and 
shun social media as if  it is inherently bad. 
Before I used social media, I was also pessi-
mistic and cynical. On the other hand, some 
bask in the glory of  media so much so that 
they fail to recognize and realize the blight or 
the damage that the media brings about. Ap-
parently, there are positive and negative im-
pacts of  social media. Though it is unwise to 
study only the negative effects of  something, 
bearing in mind that the merits or advantag-
es of  media are perceptible, I would like to 
stress on few negative effects of  social media 
in this write-up. Undeniably, the ministry of  
God can be carried out in a much better and 
effective way with the help of  media today. 
Nevertheless, the ruination of  Christian lives, 
particularly the youth, due to wrong use of  
media is appalling. I would implore you to 
rethink on how the Jewish writers coax and 
sway their readers using enticing ideas. Let 
me point out three pertinent effects of  media 
on youth.

Firstly, I would like to stress on the wave 
of  media in changing our perspectives and 
worldviews. Our mind is extremely power-
ful. The things we see enchant and beguile us 
tremendously. The pictures, films and videos 
the media present alter our worldview exten-
sively. Though many youths do not have the 
knowledge of  relativism, it impinges upon 
them compellingly. Relativism is the belief  
that there’s no absolute truth, only the truths 
that a particular individual or culture happen 
to believe. If  you believe in relativism, then 
you think different people can have different 
views about what’s moral and immoral. The 
idea ‘it depends on how you think’ is instilled 
in the minds of  the youth by media. Thus, sin 
is normalized; a filthy thing is embraced with-
out any thought of  guilt. What is scripturally 
wrong is projected as lawful and permissible.

For instance, physical relationship before 
marriage is considered as legal by many to-
day. It has become like an accepted cultural 
practice. However, it contradicts the Biblical 
teaching. Jesus said, “You have heard that it 
was said to those of  old; you shall not commit 
adultery. But I say to you that whoever looks 
at a woman to lust for her has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart (Matt. 
5:27-28). If  what we see can lure us to commit 
sin, Christian youths using media is a great 
challenge. It may not be wrong to say that the 
fascinating scenes offered by media boost our 

lust intensely. Today, many account lust as 
love. In the name of  love relationship, many 
defile the temple of  God. It has become like 
a lifestyle. Media kills our conscience. If  there 
is love, there is no evil (1 Cor. 13:5). If  we 
love God, we must obey His commandments 
(John 14:15). He commands us to flee sexual 
immorality (1 Cor. 6:18). Those who com-
mit the sin of  fornication will not inherit the 
Kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19-21). Thus, 
this is a very serious sin. Nonetheless, the se-
riousness of  the sin of  fornication is shrinking 
greatly in the minds of  the young as the media 
projects that it is not a sinful act. If  we take 
this lightly, it can kill our soul. That is why Je-
sus said, “If  your eye causes you to sin, pluck 
it out” (Matthew 18:9). What we see have a great 
influence on our mind; what we think have a great 
influence on our actions and life. Media promotes 
the popular belief, ‘do what you think is right 
instead of  what other people think is right’

Secondly, let us discuss about the use of  
time on media. In one way, it may be true to 
say that media makes us lazy. It is also true 
to say that media does not make us lazy. We 
spend a lot of  time on social media; so in one 
sense, we are not lazy. But, many use social 
media in wrong ways. Prioritization of  task is 
fundamental. We are not supposed to be idol 
worshippers. Satan may not directly tempt 
us to worship him like he tempted Jesus, but 
he would tempt us to love a thing or a person 
more than God. It could be social media. Lov-
ing anything or anyone more than God is a 
kind of  idol worship. God created us for His 
glory. We are created for Himself. There is 
purpose of  life. We cannot fulfill the tasks God 
has given us if  most of  our time is spent on 
social media. We must use the gadgets; we should 
not let the gadgets use us.

Today, there is a dying habit of  reading. 
Study shows that the performance of  many 
students is waning due to excessive use of  so-
cial media. Being complacent with mediocrity 
is a big problem today. As Christians we be-
lieve that our God is the source of  all wisdom 
and knowledge. So, we believers ought to be 
excellent. Excellence cannot be attained if  we 
spend too much time on media pointlessly. 
Therefore, setting proper time for its use is 
significant.  If  your life and career is spoiled 
due to use of  social media, it’s a colossal loss. 
Christian youth must strive for excellence by 
spending more time in reading the Scripture 
and books.

Thirdly, I would like to focus on the logos 
or the use of  words on social media. Using apt 

and good words is extremely crucial in life. 
Words can build and destroy life. God created 
the universe through the utterance of  words. 
Word can heal and wound a person. Problems 
abound today as a result of  using bad, invec-
tive, derogatory and offensive words. In social 
media, the youths are becoming more aggres-
sive, absurd and blatant. Many young people 
are very quick in commenting and arguing on 
social media posts. While using social media, 
many a times we forget that our words can 
hurt others. Proverbs 10:19 says, “In the mul-
titude of  words sin is not lacking, but he who 
restrains his lips is wise”. Whoever guards his 
mouth and tongue keeps his soul from trou-
bles (Proverbs 21:23). 

We are rational beings, so we ought to dis-
cuss any topic rationally. However, seemingly, 
irrational discussions abound in social media. 
When we argue, many a times we forget that 
we are Christians. We become unchristian eas-
ily. So when you chat or discuss in social me-
dia, remember the commandment to love one 
another! Restrain your thoughts and be slow 
to give comment(s). We fail to have construc-
tive or healthy argument. We don’t know how 
to debate on the subject but we attack the per-
son we debate or argue with. We must learn 
the art of  having constructive debate. As we 
read books very less, we are unable to have 
rational discussion. I say this because if  our 
knowledge is shallow, we tend to share our 
ideas and opinions emotionally and impul-
sively. But when our knowledge augments, 
we are more careful with our words. The use 
of  our rationality also enhance after reading 
books. Thus, we need to be more diligent, 
read more books, think wisely and share ideas 
which are constructive and good. 

Lastly, in this postmodern world, it is al-
ways good to read the Bible. To know whether 
something is true or untrue, we must find 
answer(s) from the Bible. Media can be used 
as a tool by the devil to normalize sin. Sin is 
in fact no more ugly and filthy in the eyes of  
many today. If  you don’t take sin seriously, it is 
appropriate to ask whether media has deceived 
you. Media can be attractive and resourceful, 
but it can also be destructive. Biblical princi-
ples should be always remembered and used. 
Post-truth culture does not make our life bet-
ter; rather it aggravates our life condition. You 
can become a better Christian by using me-
dia wisely. You can also become unchristian 
by wrongly using it. Therefore, whether you 
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of  God (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Things You 
Can Do at 

Home, Such 
as Nuclear 

Fission

Sometimes I order weird stuff  
from Amazon and tick "same-
day delivery" just to make 
Jeff  Bezos swear. "@#$%! 

Someone wants the life-sized big foot 
statue! Get the extra-large drone!"

We nobodies have to use what lit-
tle power we have. This comes easier 
to some than others.

This columnist, teaching a friend 
to drive, told him that he could not 
cross a white line painted on the 
road. "Of  course you can! I'll show 
you," he replied, slipping across it. I 
told him he could not go through a 
red traffic light. "Sure you can," he 
said, sneaking through a junction. 
This man is going to go far in life, 
assuming he survives.

Welcome to the era of  making 
your own rules.

A few days ago, a motorist named 
Cai, 28, fed up of  traffic jams where 
he lived in Lianyungang, Jiangsu, 
painted lines and arrows to reconfig-
ure the roads. "Police painted over 
them but I think they should have 
tried his revised road markings for 
a week in case they worked better," 
said a reader from China named 
Wen Wu.

Motorists in China have several 
times been caught making their own 
parking areas on the sides of  roads, 
including one man earlier this year 
in Zhejiang province who found that 
holding a stick of  chalk sideways 
makes a believably thick straight 
white line on road surfaces.

Also a few days ago, a man 
named Alex Bowen went into a 24-
hour restaurant called Waffle House 
in the US state of  South Carolina 
and found staff  asleep. He slipped 
behind the counter and cooked him-
self  a double Texas bacon chees-
esteak with extra pickles. "He posted 
a picture of  his adventure on social 
media, complete with a sleeping em-
ployee in the background," said a 
contributor from the US. The food 
looked good.

The fact is amateurs are often 
better than professionals. I note that 
the BBC's new TV show, featur-
ing impersonators of  stars such as 
George Michael, Amy Winehouse 
and Whitney Houston, is called 
"Even Better Than The Real Thing". 
Technically speaking, the title is 
right. Even this columnist can sing 
and dance better than the average 
corpse, albeit only marginally.

Of  course there are some things 
that no amateur should ever do. I 
once cut my wife's hair and the next 
time she went to a real hairdresser 
he almost died of  shock. I hid be-
hind a magazine in the waiting area.

But one should be ambitious. 
Some years ago, this columnist and 
his kids tried to split an atom at 
home. 1) You get a smoke detector 
and take out the smidgen of  radio-
active isotope that makes it work. 2) 
You buy a pre-1950 watch and ex-
tract the radium 226 that makes the 
hands glow. 3) You put the radium in 
a small box with a tiny hole in it. 4) 
You bounce the alpha rays that come 
out of  the hole against tinfoil, result-
ing in free neutrons which can split 
an isotope atom. Unfortunately my 
wife thought nuclear fission might 
stain the kitchen table and told us 
we had to do it outside.

But it was raining, so we baked a 
cake instead.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 

suggestions via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Once you have 
your feelings under control, you can be more ex-
pansive in other parts of your life. You can branch 
out, reach toward others, and make important 

connections that will help move you toward success and 
good fortune. There’s opportunity available to you today, so 
don’t blow it by letting your emotions get the better of you!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Instead of  di-
recting all your energy outward and dominat-
ing the conversation with your ideas, consider 
listening. Let ideas flow your way. Be recep-

tive to opinions and ideas. A wonderful mental and emo-
tional expansion occurs when you receive instead of  be-
ing so concerned about projecting out. Be more focused 
on what’s happening on the inside instead of  so worried 
about events on the outside.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Things will be 
moving more in your favor as the day wears on. 
An easygoing, sensitive energy dominates the 
atmosphere. It will be easier for you to be your-

self. Your loving, nurturing qualities are accentuated. You 
may have the urge to buy groceries and cook a wonderful 
meal for yourself  and others. You’re happy to open up 
your home and offer your hospitality.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may feel 
like you’re spinning your wheels today, espe-
cially as the end of the day draws near. Nothing 
seems to be going your way. Things aren’t really 

as bad as you think. Most likely, part of your uneasiness 
has to do with anticipation of upcoming events. Difficult 
tensions can result when you get irritable for no reason. 
Don’t make the situation any worse than it needs to be.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re in a good po-
sition to make a major breakthrough. Your sen-
sitivity works to your advantage. It gives you 
insight into things that others miss. The good 

news is that this comes with an extra grounding force that 
helps you be more practical in your decisions and rational 
in your actions. This wonderful combination helps you 
attain the success and good fortune you deserve.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t get too 
hooked on the free spirit that may dominate the 
morning hours. Have your fun at that time, but 
all good things must come to an end at some 

point. You may be called on for a more serious job when 
evening rolls around. Instead of  plowing ahead and work-
ing to get things done the way you want, be more sensitive 
to others and more grounded in your approach.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel 
you’re coming to a dramatic emotional climax 
regarding an issue that you take personally. 
There’s a strong force stirring up your feelings, 

but that doesn’t mean you have to spin out of  control. 
While this emotion builds within you, there’s a solid, sta-
ble force helping you keep your feet on the ground. This 
lifeline is always there when you need it, so trust in it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Be careful of  
letting your erratic, willful nature dominate the 
scene. Go with the flow and be more sensitive 
to the people around you. Stay grounded, fo-

cused, and aware of  your emotions. This may be easier 
said than done, but this kind of  behavior is key to making 
the most of  today. There’s opportunity in doing things in 
a slightly different way than you have been.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
may be scolded for something you failed to take 
care of  properly. There’s a wonderfully expan-
sive feeling to the day that you should capital-

ize on. Don’t get too bogged down with the little things. 
Don’t get overwhelmed with what you did wrong. There 
are so many more wonderful things to celebrate. Why 
spoil them with nitpicky details?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The be-
ginning of  the day may start out boisterous 
and easygoing. The object of  the game for you 
will be to have some fun. As the day wears on, 

you’ll feel like you need to get more organized. You have 
to start planning ahead and getting focused in terms of  
what tasks you need to take care of  when.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
experience a bit of  tension and resistance 
with someone during the early part of  the 
day, but things will ease as evening draws 

near. People will be more flexible as the day wears on, 
and be more receptive to your perspective. The more 
organized and grounded you are, the more room there 
is for expansion and growth in all the different parts of  
your world.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may be 
caught in a difficult quandary. Your attention 
to other people’s needs may draw you into dra-
mas that you don’t want to be part of. As a re-

sult, you may be indecisive and unsure of  how to proceed. 
You must find the balance between taking care of  your 
needs and being considerate of  others. You’ll be confident 
of  your decision once you’ve made it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Saurabh Katkurwar | IANS

Thomas Wells | Aeon

This is a town held sacred for its as-
sociation with Hindu religious lore, 
which in latter days acquired the un-
flattering reputation of being a hot-

bed of Hindu-Muslim antagonism and religio-
political conflict whose reverberations are felt 
both nationally and internationally. But what 
is little known, and may be even difficult to 
believe, is that Ayodhya has traditionally been 
known for its inter-faith harmony where it is 
not out of the ordinary for a Muslim tailor 
to stitch clothes for the idol of Ram or for a 
Hindu priest to help renovate an old mosque.

As India approaches 25 years of the apoc-
alyptic demolition of the 16th century Babri 
Masjid on December 6, citizens of Ayodhya 
take pains to talk about their age-old heritage 
of cultural collaboration and free participation 
in inter-religious activities which has kept the 
secular fabric of the twin intact -- despite the 
dragging temple-mosque politico-legal dispute 
over 2.7 acres of prime land whose ownership 
is contested by both Hindus and Muslims.

Locals, both Hindus and Muslims, say 
they were “outsiders” who came to Ayodhya 
in 1992 and stirred trouble while locals were 
busy saving each other -- irrespective of their 

religious faiths -- from the brunt of the riots 
that ensued. Out of the town’s total popula-
tion of around 60,000, Muslims account 
for only six per cent. But they never felt any 
discrimination from Hindus, says Moham-
med Chand Qaziana, priest at the Dargah of  
Sayyed Mohammad Ibrahim.

Qaziana said that the dargah was pro-
tected by local Hindus when the kar sevaks, or 
Hindu religious activists who came from out-
side the town, demolished the Babri mosque 
on December 6, 1992, on the ground that it 
was erected there by invading Mughal em-
peror Babar after razing a temple dedicated to 
Ram, the revered warrior-god of Hindus.

“This 900-year-old dargah has followers 
from the Hindu community as well, many of  
whom regularly pay a visit here. It is a symbol 
of our centuries-old harmonious existence. 
When it was attacked, our Hindu brothers 
formed a human shield around it and saved 
it,” Qaziana recalled to IANS.

Faizabad district, in which Ayodhya falls, 
has about 30 per cent Muslim population. 
Qaziana said there is an unannounced under-
standing among the people here not to fall prey 
to hate speeches of politicians and outsiders.

What makes communal harmony special 
here is the participation in inter-faith events 
and rituals -- Muslims stitching clothes for 

Hindu deities, participating in Ramleela (reli-
gious theatre based on the life of Ram) or do-
ing namaz (prayers) in Hindu religious places; 
and Hindus similarly contributing to mosque 
renovation or helping Muslim fellow towns-
people in times of need.

Echoing Qaziana’s views, Barfi Maharaj, 
who identifies himself  as a Hindu social work-
er, said the Masjid was razed on December 6 
by Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) hotheads 
and locals had no role in it.

“We were neither influenced by hate 
speeches nor did we participate in the demoli-
tion drive. It was VHP that brought outsiders 
to demolish the Masjid. How can people from 
the birthplace of Ram, who is known for his 
secular teachings, commit such a sinful act?” 
asked Barfi Maharaj.

Giving examples of inter-faith harmony in 
the town, he said that a mosque near Hanu-
mangadhi in Ayodhya was being renovated by 
a Hindu mahant (priest) while a Muslim tailor 
had been stitching clothes for the idol of Ram 
that is installed in the makeshift temple at the 
disputed site of Babri Masjid.

Sadik Ali, alias Babu Khan, said he had 
stitched seven to eight sets of clothes for the 
Hindu gods so far. Sadik, who is said to be a 
stakeholder in the negotiations in the issue, 
called Babri Masjid demolition “unfortunate” 

but said he had no problem in the construction 
of Ram Mandir on the disputed land.

“We do have faith in Ram. We had offered 
namaz at Hanuman Gadhi. If  Hindus want 
big temples for their beloved god, we do not 
have a problem. We just want a piece of land 
nearby for a mosque,” Ali said.

Mohammed Salim has been making ‘kha-
dav’ (wooden sandal), which were tradition-
ally used by sadhus and priests but are now 
largely used in temples. 

Salim said his family had been selling 
khadavs since generations which are usually 
bought by temple priests. “I have never wit-
nessed any tension between the two commu-
nities here. We depend on each other for our 
needs and we respect each other,” he said.

The mutual understanding and respect 
for Hindus and Muslims here -- revealing to 
an outsider -- figure prominently in the region 
as one talks to the locals who, irrespective of  
their religion, slammed political leaders for vi-
tiating the issue in an attempt to get electoral 
mileage.

A local contractor, Shailendra Pandey, said 
the people of Ayodhya were hardly consulted 
on what has come to be known as the Mandir-
Masjid issue and politicians used Ram and the 
temple issue for their personal gains.

“You go anywhere in the city and talk to 

anyone. You will not find an iota of commu-
nal hatred among them. The unholy politics 
by outsiders has given our city a negative im-
age,” Pandey said.

Mohammed Naeem, who is the president 
of Naugaja Dargah, said politicians were now 
creating hurdles in the way of the temple con-
struction.

“This town is a perfect example of reli-
gious harmony and secularism, thanks to its 
rich culture and history. Everyone would be 
happy if  the contentious issue is resolved ami-
cably. However, we feel the politicians have 
kept this issue pending for their selfish mo-
tives,” Naeem said.

Whatever be the difficulties and complexi-
ties in the Mandir-Masjid issue, there will not 
be any negative impact in the socio-religious 
fabric of the city, feel the people of Ayodhya, 
once the kingdom of Ram, known for being a 
model of good governance in that era.

(This feature is part of  a special series that seeks 
to bring unique and extraordinary stories of  

ordinary people, groups and communities from 
across a diverse, plural and inclusive India, 

and has been made possible by a collaboration 
between IANS and the Frank Islam Foundation. 

Saurabh Katkurwar can be contacted at 
saurabh.k@ians.in)

Given the ferocity with which he opposed 
it, the Irish philosopher and statesman 
Edmund Burke is not often accused of  
radicalism. Yet here he is, writing in Re-

flections on the Revolution in France (1790):
Society is indeed a contract… a partnership not 

only between those who are living, but between those 
who are living, those who are dead, and those who 
are to be born.

Though it might not look it, this is a profoundly 
radical thought. We already have a device with which 
to represent the wishes of past generations. Constitu-
tions, the voices of our history, do not chain us to 
the past, for they can always be outvoted, but they 
do have a powerful influence on what our societies 
do now. We lack any such mechanism for consider-
ing the interests of future generations. And this is a 
trickier problem than might at first be obvious. In-
deed, the very structure of reality seems to conspire 
against us.

While we might feel a sense of solidarity with 
past and future generations alike, time’s arrow means 
that we must relate to each other as members of a re-
lay race team. This means that citizens downstream 
from us in time are doubly disadvantaged compared 
with the upstream generations. Our predecessors 
have imposed – unilaterally – the consequences of  
their political negotiations upon us: their economic 
regime, immigration policies, the national borders 
that they drew up. But they were also able to explain 
themselves to us, giving us not only the bare outcome 
of the US Constitution, for example, but also the 
records of the debates about the principles behind it, 
such as the Federalist Papers (1787-88). Such com-
mentaries are a substantial source of our respect for 
our ancestors’ achievements, beyond their status as a 
fait accompli.

By contrast, future generations must accept what-
ever we choose to bequeath them, and they have no 
way of informing us of their values. In this, they are 
even more helpless than foreigners, on whom our po-
litical decisions about pollution, trade, war and so on 
are similarly imposed without consent. Disenfran-
chised as they are, such foreigners can at least peti-
tion their own governments to tell ours off, or engage 
with us directly by writing articles in our newspapers 
about the justice of their cause. The citizens of the 
future lack even this recourse.

The asymmetry between past and future is more 
than unfair. Our ancestors are beyond harm; they 
cannot know if we disappoint them. Yet the politi-
cal decisions we make today will do more than just 
determine the burdens of citizenship for our grand-
children. They also concern existential dangers such 
as the likelihood of pandemics and environmental 
collapse. Without a presence in our political system, 
the plight of future citizens who might suffer or gain 
from our present political decisions cannot be prop-
erly weighed. We need to give them a voice.

How could we do that? After all, they can’t ac-
tually speak to us. Yet even if  we can’t know what 
future citizens will actually value and believe in, we 
can still consider their interests, on the reasonable as-
sumption that they will somewhat resemble our own 
(everybody needs breathable air, for example). Inter-
ests are much easier than wishes, and quite suitable 
for representation by proxies.

So perhaps we should simply encourage current 

citizens to take up the Burkean perspective and think 
of their civic duty in a more extended way when cast-
ing votes. Could this work? People certainly do take 
up political causes remote from their own immediate 
interests from time to time, for example when they 
vote in solidarity with those poorer than themselves. 
But this ideal solution founders on the manifest 
short-termism of most actual voters. In reality, we 
have limited empathetic and cognitive capacities. We 
are only human.

Let’s look at those limitations for a moment, in 
the hope that doing so will suggest a solution to our 
problem. Firstly, the range of our empathy is both 
narrow and short. We might cast votes for the future 
in a restricted sense when we consider our children 
or grandchildren, but this is not the same as voting 
as temporary stewards of the whole of society. We 
should not limit our concern to the welfare of our 
own family members. Furthermore, even when we 
are voting as parents, we often struggle to consider 
our own children’s long-term future. For example, 
while we do elect politicians who promise to invest 
in education, we seem rather less enthusiastic about 
reforming the economy to help young people build 
a prosperous life with dignity, because that comes 
into conflict with our interests in our own economic 
security. We fall short of the demands of even our 
narrowest loyalties.

If current citizens can’t help but be short-sighted, 
perhaps we should consider introducing agents who 
can vote in a far-seeing and impartial way

Our second limitation is intellectual. It is difficult 
for us, as individuals, to analyse the full cumulative 
effects of our political decisions for future genera-
tions. It is hard enough to tell whether entering the 
euro or invading Afghanistan is the right thing for 
our country to do, even though we know at the time 
that these are big decisions and their major conse-
quences will be clear within a few years, not decades. 
The cognitive challenge is far greater when we try 
to calculate the full intergenerational cost of keeping 
the retirement age at 65, or the optimal carbon policy 
to mitigate global warming. Human voters just aren’t 
equal to the task.

The outlines of a solution to our problem begin 
to come into view. If current citizens can’t help but be 
short-sighted, perhaps we should consider introduc-
ing agents who can vote in a far-seeing and impartial 
way. They would need to be credibly motivated to 
defend the basic interests of future generations as a 
whole, rather than certain favoured subsets, and they 
would require the expertise to calculate the long-
term actuarial implications of government policies. 
Such voters would have to be more than human. I 
am thinking of civic organisations, such as charitable 
foundations, environmentalist advocacy groups or 
non-partisan think tanks. To ensure that these voters 
have some political weight – but not too much – we 
might award eligible non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) equal shares of a block of votes adding 
up to, say, 10 per cent of the electorate.

The moral and legal status of such voters would 
be as trustees of the generations to come. Trustee-
ship is a mature legal concept with well-established 
professional codes of conduct and systems of ex-
ternal accountability. It is specifically designed for 
situations in which one person must exercise his or 
her best judgment to the benefit of others’ interests 
without considering their wishes.

Trusteeship has played a political role before 

– indeed it is the very model for the role of elected 
legislators that Burke himself advocated, as did the 
British political economist John Stuart Mill a century 
later. All the same, we would certainly need to intro-
duce some new rules and legal instruments to ensure 
the success of this novel kind of political trustee-
ship by organisations, and especially to protect them 
from improper ‘presentist’ influence by partisan or 
commercial interests. To ensure their independence, 
these organisations might have to demonstrate popu-
lar support (say 50,000 unique citizen members), be 
non-profit-making, comply with electoral campaign 
financing legislation and so forth. But rather than 
discuss those specific practicalities, let me turn to the 
principal advantages of this new electoral device.

As 10 per cent of the electorate, these NGOs 
would constitute a significant constituency, but not 
an all-important or completely homogenous one. 
That should be enough. As the Austrian political 
economist Joseph Schumpeter put it, the democratic 
method is ‘that institutional arrangement for arriving 
at political decisions in which individuals acquire the 
power to decide by means of a competitive struggle 
for the people’s vote’. It is in the nature of democracy 
that, wherever there are votes, you will find politi-
cians. All the mainstream political parties will make 
a play for this new constituency, making their policy 
platforms relevant to its various concerns, just as they 
do for other single-issue constituencies, such as reti-
rees and nativists.

At least to some degree, the myopia built into the 
institutions of democracy would be overcome

This, incidentally, seems like a better result than 
we could expect if  we simply appointed such trustees 
directly to our upper legislatures. The 26 Church of  
England bishops who sit in the UK House of Lords 
are trustee legislators in this sense: they are charged 
with acting in the interests of God. However, while 
they have a small degree of direct influence over 
legislation, they have no clout at all on the electoral 
battlefield where the ideas and principles behind the 
legislative agenda are developed.

In contrast, the presence of trustee voters has the 
potential to benefit democratic deliberation in gen-
eral. They would make sustainability an unavoidable 
political topic, one that politicians have to treat in a 
way that is credible to these cognitively sophisticated 
agents. The improved quality of politicians’ atten-
tion to the future would also help the merely human 
voters who struggle to turn their moral concern for 
the future into effective political choices. At least to 
some degree, the myopia built into the institutions of  
democracy would be overcome.

As a matter of justice, the interests of future peo-
ple deserve to be taken into consideration in our deci-
sions now. The choices we make about decarbonis-
ing the economy, guaranteeing pension entitlements 
or funding research into vaccines will have an enor-
mous impact on the lives of those who will be sitting 
where we are in just a few decades. We care about 
these people – they are our fellow citizens after all, 
and our children and grandchildren besides. Even if  
they haven’t been born yet, they have a claim on our 
attention and consideration at the political level. Our 
ethical values point one way, towards intergenera-
tional responsibility, but our political system points 
another, towards the short-term horizon of the next 
election cycle. However we do it, we need to find a 
way to make our political system take the future – 
and everyone who inhabits it – into account.

‘There Was Never an Iota of Communal Hatred in Ayodhya’

Votes For the Future

A democratic country like 
India is cutting a very 
sorry figure with open 
threats being given to art-

ists and others and with attacks on 
people for voicing their opinions, the 
Bombay high court said on Thurs-
day.

The high court, while refer-
ring to the Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
controversy-hit film Padmavati, ob-
served that the director has not been 
able to release his film and an actress 
is facing death threats.

The HC also pulled up the CBI 
and the state CID, which are in-
vestigating the murder cases of  ra-
tionalists Narendra Dabholkar and 
Govind Pansare respectively, over 
the failure to arrest the main sus-
pects in these cases so far.

The strong remarks were made 
by a division bench of  Justices S. C. 
Dharmadhikari and Bharati Dangre 
while hearing the petitions filed by 
family members of  Dabholkar and 
Pansare seeking court supervision 
on their murder probe.

“In this country, we have come 
to a situation where people cannot 
voice their opinions. Every time a 
person says he or she wants to voice 
their opinion, somebody or a fringe 
group says they would not allow 
it. This does not augur well for the 
state,” Justice Dharmadhikari said.

“In which other country do you 
see threats given to artists and per-
formers? It is distressing to know 
that a person makes a feature film 
and several people work tirelessly to-
wards it, but is not able to release the 
film because of  continued threats. 
What have we come to?” he said.

“Today, somebody says I will 
give a reward to anyone who kills 
an actress. Such open threats! Peo-
ple are taking pride in saying we will 
give reward to those, who will kill an 
actress. And even chief  ministers are 
saying they will not allow the release 
of  the movie in their states,” Justice 
Dharmadhikari said referring to 
some states banning the release of  
Padmavati.

He added that if  such things are 
happening to people with financial 
backings, what will happen to poor 
people.

The court noted that this was 
censorship of  a different kind and it 
was damaging India’s image.

“What concerns us is India’s 
image and reputation as a demo-
cratic country. We are the largest 
democracy. We cannot take pride 
in the happenings of  such incidents 
day in and day out. We are cutting a 
very sorry figure,” Justice Dharma-
dhikari said.

Referring to the recent case 
where a foreign couple was attacked 
in Uttar Pradesh, he said, “Some-

body visits this country as tourists 
and they are attacked.”

The bench noted that states like 
Maharashtra and Karnataka are 
known for their “progressive and 
modern thinking”.

“Maharashtra and Karnataka 
are known for social reformers and 
thinkers and with such incidents, 
these states are cutting a sorry figure 
politically too,” the court said.

It added that in other countries 
when any major incident occurs, 
the suspect is apprehended, dead or 
alive, within hours.

“However, our country’s agen-
cies have not learnt anything from 
past incidents like the attack on 
parliament and the prime minister,” 
Justice Dharmadhikari said.

The court said Dabholkar was 
killed in 2013 and Pansare in 2015, 
but till date, the investigating agen-
cies (CBI and state CID) have not 
been able to arrest the main suspects.

“We cannot allow such serious 
matters to linger for years. We can-
not allow constitutional rights to be 
taken away.”

“Enough damage has been 
caused already. Has any senior offi-
cial from the two agencies bothered 
to find out why the probe is not get-
ting any headway?” the court asked.

It said even after these two at-
tacks, there are persons, who are 
openly and boldly voicing their 
opinions, are being threatened.

“At the core of  these two crimes 
is the bold attempts being made by 
fringe groups to attack those who 
voice their rational views, thoughts, 
feelings and expressions,” the court 
said.

“Hence, we feel that it is time to 
call upon the CBI and the CID to in-
volve their superiors. If  the senior of-
ficials do not wish to be summoned 
to court, then they should meet with 
the counsels appearing in court and 
take stock of  the situation,” Justice 
Dharmadhikari said.

The court directed a meeting 
to be convened with the secretary 
of  state home department, director 
general of  police and joint direc-
tor of  CBI with additional solicitor 
general Anil Singh and Ashok Mun-
dargi, who appears for CID in the 
matter.

The bench has now posted the 
matter for further hearing on De-
cember 21.

While the CBI is probing the 
Dabholkar case, the Pansare murder 
case is being investigated by a spe-
cial investigation team of the CID.

Dabholkar was murdered in 
Pune on August 20, 2013, and Pan-
sare was shot on February 16, 2015, 
in Kolhapur. He died on February 
20 in a hospital.

Source: thewire.in

Citing ‘Padmavati’ Row, Bombay High 
Court Slams Attacks on Artistic Freedom
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Engine of passenger train derails
Azamgarh (UP), Dec. 8 (PTI): The engine of  the 
Azamgarh- Varanasi City Tamsa passenger train de-
railed here in the early hours of  today, Railway sources 
said. No injury was reported. The incident took place 
when the train, which leaves Azamgarh around 5 am 
for Varanasi, was being taken to the platform from 
the yard, they said. The engine derailed around 4.30 
am. No one was injured as the train was empty. The 
driver and other staff  escaped unhurt, the sources said. 
The engine was re-railed after a two-hour operation. 
Station Master Baburam said that the train left for 
Varanasi around 9 am.

Five killed in UP road accident
Lucknow, Dec. 8 (IANS): Five persons were killed 
on Friday when a truck and a dumper collided head 
on in Uttar Pradesh’s Hamirpur district, police said. 
The deceased were identified as Sanjeev Singh (23), 
Rajendra (32), Bhola (35), Baburam (36)and Surendra 
(41). One of  the dead was on a motorcycle which was 
also involved in the accident. The accident also injured 
10 people, one of  who was reported to be in a serious 
condition.

Two killed in Uttarakhand road 
accident
Dehradun, Dec. 8 (IANS): Two persons were killed 
and three critically injured on Friday when a car fell in 
a deep gorge in Uttarakhand’s Lohaghat town, police 
said. The car was returning from a wedding when the 
driver lost control at a steep turn causing the vehicle 
to fall into the gorge. The accident took place 3 km 
before Rasaul, near Dungarabora.  The two victims 
succumbed to their injuries in a hospital, the police 
added.

Man commits suicide, blames 
roommates
Gurugram, Dec. 8 (IANS): A 22-year-old man com-
mitted suicide here on Thursday by hanging himself  
from the fan, alleging his roommates were linking 
him with two girls, police said. “The deceased was 
identified as Virender, who used to work as a cook,” 
Palam Vihar police station in charge Vikram Nehra 
told IANS. Virender had written two names on his 
body and Nehra said that the body has been kept for 
the post-mortem examination and police are trying 
to ascertain the connection between the names that 
the deceased had on his body and the role of  his two 
roommates

Fake education board busted in 
Delhi, six arrested
New Delhi, Dec. 8 (IANS): The Delhi Police has 
busted a fake education board operating as the Board 
of  Higher Secondary Education Delhi and arrested 
six persons including its chairman, a senior officer 
said on Friday. The chairman, Shiv Prasad Pandey 
was running the fake board and lured students by 
showing its website bhsedelhiboard.net and defrauded 
them of  huge amounts of  money. “The accused were 
arrested on Thursday night after a decoy student was 
sent to Pandey’s office in East Delhi,” the officer said. 
Dozens of  fake mark sheets of  17 different boards and 
universities, rubber stamps, printers and computers 
were recovered from the office.

4 arrested for demanding extor-
tion money from UP businessman 
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 8 (PTI): Four people were ar-
rested for allegedly sending a threat letter inside a box 
of  sweets demanding Rs 60 lakh from a businessman 
in Shamli district, police said today. Devender, Gau-
rav, Ompal and Ravinder were arrested yesterday and 
two pistols recovered from their possession, Addition-
al Superintendent of  Police Jagdish Sharma said. The 
accused had demanded Rs 60 lakh as extortion money 
from factory owner Naresh Kumar and threatened to 
kill his two sons if  he failed to oblige, Sharma added.

Police in tizzy after bomb threat 
in train in UP 
Kaushambi (UP), Dec. 8 (PTI): A phone call about 
presence of  a bomb in the Tatanagar-Jammu Tawi 
Muri Express train today sent security personnel into 
a tizzy, leading to its detention for over an hour at the 
Sirathu station on the Allahabad- Kanpur route.
The station master of  Sirathu was informed over a 
phone call about the presence of  a bomb in the gen-
eral coach of  the train which was on its way to Hatia 
(Jharkhand) from Jammu, Superintendent of  Police 
Pradip Gupta said. Three general compartments were 
detached and a team of  Government Railway Police 
(GRP) personnel examined the coaches but did not 
find any explosive. A dog squad was then summoned 
from Allahabad to check the bogies thoroughly, he 
said.
The train proceeded after an hour and the passengers 
were adjusted in other compartments, the SP said.

Two naxals held in Chhattisgarh 
Raipur, Dec. 8 (PTI): Two naxals were today arrested 
in the insurgency-hit Sukma district of  Chhattisgarh, 
police said. The cadres, identified as Muchaki Manga 
(45) and Muchaki Deva (25), were apprehended from 
Chintalnar police station area when a joint team of  
security forces was out on a search operation, Deputy 
Inspector General of  Police (Dantewada range) Sun-
darraj P told PTI. The personnel belonging to Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), District Reserve Guard 
(DRG), Special Task Force (STF) and district force 
were involved in the operation, he said. The arrested 
ultras were active as members of  Dandakaranya Adi-
vasi Kisan Mazdoor Sangthan (DAKMS)- a frontal 
wing of  Maoists, and were allegedly involved in the in-
cident of  firing at a police patrolling team in the forests 
near Chinnabodkel village in the area last month, the 
DIG said. Although, no harm was caused to security 
personnel in that incident, he added.

Maoists torch six vehicles in 
Jharkhand
Ranchi, Dec. 8 (IANS): Maoist guerrillas opposing 
road construction work, on Friday torched six vehicles 
in Jharkhand’s Gumla district and warned labourers 
against working without their permission. The inci-
dent took place at Navani village, situated Ghaghra 
Police station of  Gumla district.  According to police, 
guerrillas of  the banned Maoist organisation, People’s 
Liberation Front of  India (PLFI), attacked a stone 
crusher belonging to a person, Arun Pandey, and set 
on fire six vehicles early on Friday.  The guerrillas also 
fired in the air and left a pamphlet claiming responsi-
bility for the incident, police said. The crusher was be-
ing used in road construction.  Through the pamphlet, 
the Maoists also appealed to labourers not to work on 
the crusher. The denial of  levy to the rebels is said to 
be the reason for the incident. Maoist guerrillas are 
active in 18 of  the 24 districts of  the state.

Kumbh Mela intangible cultural 
heritage of humanity — UNESCO 

Gujarat set for first 
phase of Assembly polls

BJP MP critical of Modi quits Lok Sabha, party 

Max Hospital licence cancelled 
for wrongly declaring baby dead 

Mamata announces compensation, 
job for kin of man killed in Rajasthan 

Pandher, Koli sentenced to death in 
Nithari serial rape-murder case 

Pak allows Jadhav to meet 
wife, mother on Christmas day

Aircraft-type bio-vacuum toilets on Indian Railways from January 2018
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New Delhi, Dec. 8 (PTI): 
Ind ia ’s  Kumbh Mela 
has been recognised by 
UNESCO as an “intan-
gible cultural heritage of  
humanity” and held up as 
the world’s largest peaceful 
gathering of pilgrims.

The external affairs min-
istry today said the recogni-
tion was accorded by the 
Inter-governmental Com-
mittee for the Safeguarding 
of  the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, an entity which 
works under UNESCO.

The decision to recog-
nise the Kumbh Mela was 
taken at its ongoing meeting 
in Jeju, South Korea.

The inscription of  the 
Kumbh Mela was recom-
mended by the expert body 
which examines the nomi-
nations submitted by mem-
ber states. The committee 
observed it was the largest 
peaceful congregation of  
pilgrims on earth.

“The Inter-gover n-
mental Committee for the 
Safeguarding of  the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage 
under UNESCO inscribed 
the ‘Kumbh Mela’ on the 

Gandhinagar,  Dec. 8 
(IANS): Gujarat is all set 
for Saturday’s first phase of  
Assembly elections in which 
977 candidates will battle it 
out to get elected from 89 
of  the 182 constituencies, 
with the ruling BJP facing a 
strong Congress challenge.

The 89 constituencies 
are spread out in the 19 dis-
tricts of  Kutch, Saurashtra 
and southern regions. High-
pitched campaigning, in-
volving among others Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
ended on Thursday evening.

A total of  977 candi-
dates are in the fray from 
Kutch, Morbi, Jamnagar, 
Surendranagar, Devbhoomi 
Dwarka, Rajkot, Botad, Por-
bandar, Junagadh, Amreli, 
Gir Somnath, Bhavnagar, 
Bharuch, Narmada, Surat, 
Tapi, Navsari, Dang and 
Valsad districts.

Of the 89 seats, the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party 
holds 67 and the Congress 
16. One seat each is held by 
the NCP and JD-U while 
independents hold the re-
maining two.

The most striking battle 
on Saturday will be in Ra-
jkot West, presently held by 
Chief Minister Vijay Rupa-
ni. He is being challenged by 
Congress candidate Indra-
neel Rajyaguru, the outgo-
ing MLA from Rajkot East. 

Another outgoing Con-
gress MLA, Paresh Dha-

nani, from Amreli is chal-
lenged by a former Congress 
leader and now BJP MLA 
-- in Lathi constituency.

The Saurashtra region 
will see some more high pro-
file battles involving cabinet 
minister Babubhai Bokhiria, 
Arjun Modhwadia of Con-
gress and former Finance 
and Power Minister Saurabh 
Patel.

The Congress has tried 
to woo the voters with a 
manifesto. The BJP released 
a ‘Sankalp Patra’ or ‘Resolu-
tion Letter’ on Friday.

The polling on Saturday 
will begin at 8 a.m. and end 
at 5 p.m. There are a total 
of  24,689 polling booths. 
Of  the 2,12,31,652 voters, 
1,11,05,933 are males and 
1,01,25,472 females while 
247 are from the third gen-
der.

There are eight seats 
with more than 16 candi-
dates. The maximum of 27 
are in Jamnagar Rural seat. 
There are just three candi-
dates each in Jhagadia and 
Ganadevi constituencies, 
both Scheduled Tribe seats. 

On the seventh and last 
day of  campaigning on 
Thursday, Modi, BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah, Rupani 
and Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
addressed several public 
meetings. The main face of  
the Congress campaign has 
been Rahul Gandhi.

New Delhi/Mumbai, Dec. 
8 (IANS): Dissident BJP 
Maharashtra leader Nana 
Patole, who has been public-
ly attacking Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, announced 
on Friday that he had re-
signed from the Lok Sabha 
and quit the party too.

Patole, elected from 
Bhandara-Gondiya, said he 
submitted his resignation to 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan’s office and also to 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
leadership. He said he was 

“deeply anguished and felt 
let down by the party”. 

His brief resignation let-
ter addressed to Mahajan 
read: “Respected Madam, 
I hereby tender my resigna-
tion of my seat in the House 
with effect from today i.e. 
08/12/17.”

Patole, who has been 
highly critical of  the BJP 
leadership in recent months, 
said he had quit the Lok 
Sabha and the party since 
he was “deeply anguished 
and felt let down by the 

party”.
 “The objectives with 

which I had joined the (BJP) 
party have been belied, but 
now (post-quitting) I am free 
of the turmoil in my mind,” 
Patole told the media shortly 
after submitting his resigna-
tion letter to the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat.

 He said he had not 
made up his mind on which 
party to join but would con-
sider throwing his lot with 
“some like-minded” politi-
cal outfit.

New Delhi, Dec. 8 (IANS): 
The Delhi government on 
Friday cancelled the licence 
of Max Hospital, Shalimar 
Bagh, here with immediate 
effect, after the hospital erro-
neously declared a newborn 
dead.

The baby later died in a 
city nursing home. Making 
the announcement, Delhi 
Health Minister Satyendar 
Jain said the hospital can 
continue the treatment of  
patients who were currently 
admitted but cannot admit 
new patients. Jain said last 
month they had issued no-

tice to Max Hospital Shali-
mar Bagh for problems in 
the treatment of  patients 
under EWS (Economically 
Weaker Sections) category. 
Also, the hospital had con-
tinued to use extra beds allot-
ted to them for a particular 
time even after the deadline 
ended, the Minister said.

The baby boy was de-
clared dead by Max Hos-
pital on November 30 and 
handed over to the parents in 
a plastic bag, along with its 
still-born sister. However, the 
baby started moving while 
being taken for burial. 

Kolkata, Dec. 8 (IANS): West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee on Fri-
day expressed grief  over the brutal killing 
of  migrant labourer from Bengal, Afrajul 
Khan, in Rajasthan and announced a com-
pensation of  Rs 3 lakh to the deceased’s 
family.

Banerjee also talked to the the de-
ceased’s widow over phone and said she 
would send a team of  ministers and party 
MPs to Khan’s family in Malda district.

The Chief  Minister said one of  the 
deceased’s family members would be given 
a job by the Bengal government.

“Also one job to the eligible person of  
the victim’s family. Other help from the 
government will also be provided. I am 
sending our team of  ministers and MPs to 
visit the family,” she said.

The body of  Afrajul would be brought 

to the state on Friday night. State Trans-
port Minister Subhendu Adhikari and Ur-
ban Development Minister Firhad Hakim 
are expected to visit the deceased’s house, 
along with other ruling party leaders on 
Saturday morning.

taking necessary steps to help the 
family.

“We are trying to start an immediate 
pension for the family. We are also trying to 
arrange a job for one of the three girls of the 
deceased, as instructed by the Chief Minis-
ter. We will try to aid the struggling family 
as much as possible,” Bhattacharya said.

In a horrifying video gone viral on 
Thursday, Afrajul was seen being brutally 
hacked to death and set on fire in Rajasa-
mand district of  Rajasthan, for allegedly 
committing “love jihad”. Police arrested 
accused Shambunath Raigar on Thursday.

Ghaziabad, Dec. 8 (IANS): A CBI 
court here on Friday sentenced busi-
nessman Moninder Singh Pandher 
and his aide Surendra Koli to death 
in one of  the Nithari serial rape-
murder cases.

Pronouncing the judgment, 
Special CBI Judge P.K. Tiwari 
noted that Koli and Pandher were 
involved in the rape and murder of  
housemaid Anjali in 2006, and they 
deserved be punished in the strictest 
manner.

Since Pandher was involved in 
the crime along with his domestic 
help, he is also liable for the maxi-
mum punishment as described in 
law and that is death, the judge 
ruled. 

Koli had dragged the victim 
inside the house and made her un-
conscious, raped her, and then ate 
her flesh, therefore death sentence 

is the only option in law. Both are to 
be hanged till death, the judge said.

Both are to be taken in judicial 
custody, he added.

On Thursday, the court held 
both guilty under Sections 376 
(rape), 302 (murder) and 201 (caus-
ing disappearance of  evidence or 
false information) of  the Indian 
Penal Code. The two are the main 
accused in the case in which many 
children were abducted, sexually as-
saulted and killed inside the Noida 
house of  Pandher.

The CBI did not charge sheet 
Pandher in the case but the court 
had summoned him as accused 
under provision of  319 of  CrPc 
and convicted him along with his 
domestic help.

In this case, the 25-year-old 
maid did not return home on Octo-
ber 12, 2006. Her missing complaint 

was lodged in the police station. 
When Koli was arrested on De-

cember 29, 2006 for the first time 
he made police recover some skulls 
from the rear of  the house. 

One of  skulls recovered matched 
with the DNA of  Anjali’s mother 
and brother. This was the strongest 
evidence in the case to prove him 
guilty, said prosecution lawyer J.P. 
Sharm. The clothes were also iden-
tified by the family members of  the 
victim, which made the court hold 
them guilty, the lawyer added.

This is the third case in which 
Pandher has been sentenced to 
death, while Koli had been found 
guilty in eight other cases decided 
earlier and given the death sentence. 

Chargesheets were filed against 
the two accused in 16 of  the 19 
cases, out of  which now 10 cases 
have been decided.

Islamabad, Dec. 8 (PTI): 
Pakistan on Friday said it 
will allow convicted Indian 
death row prisoner Kulb-
hushan Jadhav to meet his 
wife and mother on De-
cember 25

Jadhav, 47, was sen-
tenced to death by a Paki-
stani military court in April 
on charges of espionage and 
terrorism

The International Court 
of Justice in May had halted 
his execution on India’s 
appeal

Jadhav has been al-
lowed to meet his wife and 
mother on December 25, 
Foreign Office spokesman 
Mohammad Faisal said

During his weekly news 
briefing, the spokesman said 
a staff  member from the 
Indian High Commission 
will also be present during 
the meeting

Earlier on November 
10, Pakistan had agreed to 
allow his wife to meet him

India has been pressing 
Pakistan to grant a visa to 
Jadhav’s mother, Avantika, 
on humanitarian grounds

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Sawraj had 
recently discussed Jadhav’s 
case with Pakistani High 
Commissioner to New Del-
hi Sohail Mahmood

Pakistan has repeat-
edly denied India consular 

New Delhi, Dec. 8 (IANS): 
Stinking and non-functioning 
toilets on Indian Railways -- 
one of  the world’s largest rail 
networks -- may soon become a 
thing of  the past. The national 
transporter is upgrading its bio-
toilets to imported bio-vacuum 
toilets -- the kind found in air-
craft -- an official said. The first 
100 coaches with the new toilets 
will be attached to important 
trains like Rajdhani and Shat-
abdi and would be rolled out 
from January 2018.

“These bio-vacuum toilets 
will be odour-free and cut down 
water usage by over one-20th,” 
he said.

The official also said that the 

Chennai-based Integral Coach 
Factory (ICF) will roll out the 
first 100 coaches fitted with bio-
vacuum toilets and that these 
will be attached to premium 
trains like the Rajdhani and 
Shatabdi expresses.

He also said there would be 
lesser chances of  such toilets get-
ting blocked.

The railways’ initiative to 
upgrade the existing bio-toilets 
came after pesistent complaints 
from passengers that these were 
getting blocked due to dumping 
of  waste such as plastic bottles, 
paper and the like in the toilet 
pot.

Explaining the need of  shift-
ing to bio-vacuum toilets, the 

official said: “Saving water is a 
priority for the railways.”

“In bio-toilets, the water re-
quirement per flushing is up to 
15 litres. And the water doesn’t 
generate enough pressure to 
discharge the waste from the 
pots, resulting in a foul smell and 
blockage of  the pot.

“The bio-vacuum toilet only 
requires about half  a litre of  
water and all the waste is cleared 
through suction,” the official 
said, adding these had been 
tried out on a pilot basis in some 
trains.

The official said that the 
manufacturers of  the bio-vacu-
um toilets have assured railways 
that the fabrication units would 

be set up in India.
Before the introduction of  

bio-toilets, lack of  cleanliness on 
Indian trains, particularly in the 
toilets, was always a big issue. 
Until then, trains had no system 
to treat human waste, which was 
emptied on to the rail tracks.

In bio-toilets, human waste 
wasn’t supposed to be emptied 
on to the tracks but digested by 
anaerobic bacteria, which con-
vert it into water and bio-gases 
that are released after disinfec-
tion. However, it was found that 
this hardly worked in practice.

The bio-toilets have been 
deployed in Indian trains over 
four years to 2017, at a cost of  
Rs 1,305 crore, but these are no 

better than septic tanks, Indi-
aSpend reported last week quot-
ing a two-year-long study by the 
Indian Institute of  Technology-
Madras (IIT-M).

A staggering 93,537 “bio-
digesters” -- as the toilets are 
called --have been installed in 
mainline express and mail trains. 
However, sanitation experts and 
various studies -- including those 
commissioned by the railways 
-- have pointed out that most 
of  the bio-toilets are ineffective 
or ill-maintained and the water 
discharged is no better than raw 
sewage.

Over 900 trains currently 
have bio-toilets either in some or 
all of  their coaches.

Representative List of  In-
tangible Cultural Heritage 
of  Humanity during its 
12th session held at Jeju, 
South Korea,” the MEA 
said. The session, which 
started on December 4, is to 
end on December 9.

It said the inscription 
was the third in two years fol-
lowing ‘Yoga’ and ‘Nouroz’.

While recommending 
the Kumbh Mela, the expert 
committee observed it was 
the largest peaceful congre-
gation of pilgrims on earth.

“The committee ob-
served that ‘Kumbh Mela’ 
is the largest peaceful con-

gregation of  pilgrims on 
earth. The festival, held in 
Allahabad, Haridwar, Ujjain 
and Nasik, represents a syn-
cretic set of rituals related to 
worship and ritual cleansing 
in holy rivers in India,” the 
MEA said. “As a religious 
festival, the tolerance and 
inclusiveness that Kumbh 
Mela demonstrates are es-
pecially valuable for the con-
temporary world,” the MEA 
said in its statement.

The committee also took 
note of the fact that knowl-
edge and skills related to 
the ‘Kumbh Mela’ were 
transmitted through the 

Guru-Shishya parampara 
(teacher-student relation-
ship) by way of  saints and 
sadhus teaching their disci-
ples about traditional rituals 
and chants.

Reacting to the recogni-
tion, Culture Minister Ma-
hesh Sharma said it was a 
proud moment for India.

“A very proud moment 
for us as sacred Kumbh 
Mela is just inscribed as the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity by UNESCO,” 
he tweeted.

In 2003, the UNESCO 
General Conference had 
adopted the Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the In-
tangible Heritage as an inter-
national treaty, acknowledg-
ing that cultural heritage was 
more than tangible places, 
monuments and objects and 
that it also encompassed 
traditions and living expres-
sions.

The Kumbh Mela joins 
new elements from Botswa-
na, Colombia, Venezuela, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Turkey 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates on the UNESCO list. 
ASG MPB

access to Jadhav on the 
ground that it was not ap-
plicable in cases related to 
spies

Jadhav had filed an ap-
peal with Pakistan Army 
chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa to seek clemency, 
which is still pending

In October, the Pakistan 
Army had said it is close 
to a decision on the mercy 
petition of Jadhav

Pakistan claims its se-
curity forces arrested him 
from restive Balochistan 
province on March 3 last 
year after he reportedly 
entered from Iran. How-
ever, India maintains that 
Jadhav was kidnapped from 
Iran where he had business 
interests after retiring from 
the Indian Navy

Jadhav’s sentencing had 
evoked a sharp reaction in 
India

After India approached 
the International Court 
of  Justice, a 10-member 
bench on May 18 re -
strained Pakistan from 
executing Jadhav till adju-
dication of  the case

The ICJ has asked Paki-
stan to submit its response 
or memorial by December 
13 before the court could 
start further proceedings in 
the case.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Israel plans to build 6,000 new 
homes in E. Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Dec. 8 (IANS): Israel is planning to build 
thousands of  new homes in Jerusalem, including 
some 6,000 apartments in East Jerusalem, following 
Thursday’s announcement by US President Donald 
Trump that he recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of  
Israel, according to a report from Israeli Hadashot 
news. The report said that the plan is being pushed by 
Housing and Construction Minister Yoav Galant and 
includes 14,000 new homes in four different neigh-
bourhoods in Israel in total, Xinhua reported. The re-
port said that all apartments are reported to be entirely 
new building projects and not a further authorization 
of  previously approved plans.  Trump announced on 
Wednesday the recognition of  Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and his intention of  moving the U.S. embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Seven killed in Kabul market 
blast
Kabul, Dec. 8 (IANS):  At least seven people were 
killed and nine others wounded in an explosion at a 
market in the western neighbourhood of Kabul on Fri-
day, the media reported. According to Tolo News, the 
blast occurred in the afternoon in Sar-e-Karez market 
The target of  the attack remained unknown. Three 
vehicles, several shops and houses were damaged in 
the blast. No group has claimed responsibility for the 
attack. It is the latest in a string of  bombings that have 
targeted dozens of  military and security compounds 
across Afghanistan. On November 16, at least 15 
people, including eight police officers, were killed 
when a suicide bomber struck a political gathering in 
northern Kabul. 

US warns against scrapping 
Pence-Abbas talks 
Washington, Dec. 8 (IANS): The US has warned the 
Palestinians against cancelling talks with Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence after Washington recognised Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital. Senior Palestinian official Jibril 
Rajoub earlier said Pence “would not be welcomed” 
during his upcoming visit to the region. He will also 
travel to Egypt and Israel in the second half  of  Decem-
ber, a visit that has taken on extra significance after 
Trump’s announcement, the BBC reported. A White 
House official responded by saying Pence “still intends 
to meet Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas along 
with other leaders and thinks any decision to pull out 
of  the meeting would be counterproductive”. Abbas 
did not personally comment on the issue. The US 
President’s move on Jerusalem reversed decades of  
US policy and triggered massive protests in Palestinian 
territories. More demonstrations were expected in the 
region on Friday with Israel deploying hundreds of  
extra troops in the West Bank. The Hamas movement 
declared Friday a “day of  rage”.

Toll in Pakistan boat capsize 
reaches 21
Islamabad, Dec. 8 (IANS):  The death toll in a boat 
capsize off  the coast of  Pakistan’s Thatta district 
has increased to 21 with several others still reported 
missing, police said on Friday. According to district 
officials, there were about 70 people on-board when 
then accident took place on Thursday evening, reports 
Dawn news. Thatta Deputy Commissioner (DC) Na-
sir Baig said 20 people were rescued and have been 
hospitalised. Rescue efforts were ongoing in coordi-
nation with military units in the area.The passengers 
were mostly pilgrims were travelling to attend an an-
nual celebration of a sufi saint.  Most of  the passengers 
were residents of  Karachi, the police added. Accord-
ing to initial investigation, the capsize took place as the 
boat lost balance because it was overcrowded.

Japanese Cabinet approves Em-
peror Akihito’s abdication date
Tokyo, Dec. 8 (IANS):  Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet on Friday formally approved 
April 30, 2019, as the abdication date for Emperor 
Akihito. The Cabinet’s approval comes a week after a 
meeting of  the Imperial House Council involving Abe, 
politicians, the judiciary and members of  the Imperial 
family, agreed upon the date for the 83-year-old to 
step down after nearly three decades on the Chrysan-
themum Throne, reports Xinhua news agency. After 
the abdication, Akihito’s elder son Crown Prince 
Naruhito will ascend the throne on May 1, 2019. A 
government body headed by Chief  Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga will be set up next year to prepare for 
ceremonies marking the succession. The government 
is also expected to announce in mid-2018 the name 
of  the new era, or “gengo”, which normally lasts 
throughout an emperor’s reign. Akihito ascended the 
throne after the death of  his father Hirohito in 1989, 
posthumously known as Emperor Showa. The law, de-
signed specially for the current emperor, would allow 
Akihito to be the first Japanese emperor who wilfully 
abdicates in about 200 years.

AP/PTI

AP/PTI

Britain and EU reach historic 
deal on Brexit divorce terms

Saeed leads rally in Lahore against 
Trump’s Jerusalem decision

Nepal polls: Left alliance wins 3 parliamentary seats Trump misquotes Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day details

S.Korea, US conclude 
largest joint air drills

5.2 intensity quake 
hits Northeast Nepal 

US Congress approves budget measure 
avoiding government shutdown

Brussels, Dec. 8 (PTI/AFP): Brit-
ain and the EU reached a historic 
deal today on the terms of the Brexit 
divorce after Prime Minister Theresa 
May rushed to Brussels for early 
morning talks.

The European Commission said 
it “recommends sufficient progress” 
had been made by Britain on separa-
tion issues including the Irish border, 
Britain’s divorce bill, and citizens 
rights.

The agreement paves the way for 
EU leaders at a summit on Decem-
ber 14-15 to open the second phase 
of Brexit negotiations, covering trade 
talks and a transition period.

Britain voted in June 2016 to 
become the first state to leave the 
EU, after more than four decades of  
membership, but the talks have been 
slow moving and often acrimonious 
so far.

“The Commission is satisfied 
that sufficient progress has been 
achieved in each of the three priority 
areas,” the European Commission 
said in a statement. Negotiators 
worked through the night to seal an 

agreement on the terms of Britain’s 
departure from the bloc.

The EU had set a deadline of  
Sunday after the last talks on Mon-
day broke down when May’s North-
ern Irish allies objected to terms for 
future arrangements for the Irish 
border.

Commission chief Jean-Claude 
Juncker’s chief  of  staff  Martin 
Selmayr tweeted a picture of white 
smoke -- the sign used by the Vatican 
to signify the election of a new pope 
-- shortly after May’s arrival.

Juncker spoke first with Irish 
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar then 
with May on Thursday night in a 
bid to break a deadlock over the 
wording of  a deal on future ar-
rangements for the Irish border. 
Britain agreed to pay a divorce set-
tlement amounting to between 45 
and 55 billion euros and to protect 
the rights of  some three million 
European citizens living there after 
Brexit as part of the deal.

But Ireland’s demands that 
Brexit should not lead to the return 
of checkpoints on the border with 

Northern Ireland, which it said 
could jeopardise the peace process 
in the north, proved the biggest stum-
bling block at the end.

“In Northern Ireland we guar-
antee there will be no hard border,” 
May told a press conference with 
Juncker.

The pro-British DUP party 
which props up May’s government 
refused Monday’s draft deal over a 
phrase suggesting there would be 
“regulatory alignment” with the 
EU after Brexit -- effectively putting 
Northern Ireland under EU law.

DUP leader Arlene Foster told 
Sky News there had now been 
changes following talks with May.

On Thursday, EU Commission 
spokesman Margaritis Schinas had 
dismissed British newspaper reports 
that the Sunday deadline could be 
extended into next week as “not 
correct”.

Scotland’s nationalist leader 
showed little patience, accusing the 
British government of being “totally 
and utterly incompetent” on Brexit.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 

said “the real lesson” of  the past 
week was that Scotland “will always 
be at the mercy of  reckless deci-
sions taken by Tory governments 
at Westminster” unless it becomes 
independent.

Eurogroup chief Jeroen Dijssel-
bloem offered some calming words, 
saying Britain’s City of  London 
financial hub “will not fall apart” 
after Brexit even if it loses the right 
to allow banks to trade freely across 
the bloc.

Dijsselbloem, the Netherlands fi-
nance minister who chairs meetings 
of his counterparts in the 19-country 
eurozone, said that some businesses 
would nevertheless have to relocate.

“I don’t believe that the City will 
fall apart and that everyone will flee. 
I don’t think that’s how it’s going to 
work,” he told a European Parlia-
ment committee.

His reassurances come at a time 
when Britain’s finance sector is anx-
ious about losing the “passporting” 
rights which allow large internation-
al banks to trade throughout the EU 
while being based in Britain.

Lahore, Dec. 8 (PTI): Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind Hafiz Saeed today made his 
first public appearance after he was freed 
from house arrest and led a rally here to 
launch a country-wide campaign against 
US President Donald Trump’s recognition 
of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The Jammat-ud-Dawah (JuD) chief, who 
carries a bounty of USD 10 million, was re-
leased from a 10-month-long house arrest on 
November 24 by the Pakistan government.

Saeed said the Defence Council Pakistan 
(DCP) will send its delegations to Muslim 
countries and convince them not to open 

their embassies in Jerusalem as he led the 
rally outside the JuD headquarters in Chau-
burji after the Friday prayers.

The banned JuD, believed to be the front 
organisation for the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
which carried out the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attack in which 166 people were killed, is an 
active member of the DCP.

He said the Muslim countries 
should unite against the US.

Saeed said the Pakistani 
government should imme-
diately convene a session of  
joint parliament to discuss 
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the Jerusalem announce-
ment and make a strategy 
regarding it.

Saeed has called a meet-
ing of  the DCP to discuss 
the Jerusalem’s capital an-
nouncement of Trump.

In a controversial an-
nouncement, Trump recog-
nised Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital on Wednesday, re-
versing decades of US and 
international policy on the 
holy city.A number of JuD 
workers participated in the 
rally, chanting anti-US and 
anti-India slogans.

A Lahore High Court’s 
Judicial Review Board unan-
imously ordered Saeed’s 
release on November 24 af-
ter the government failed to 
provide any evidence related 
to terrorism or otherwise 
before it.After his release, 
Saeed vowed to continue 
fighting for Kashmiris. 

He had alleged that the 
US, on India’s request, was 
putting pressure Pakistan to 
detain him.

Kathmandu, Dec. 8 (PTI): 
The Left alliance has won 
three parliamentary seats for 
which votes were cast in the 
first phase of  Nepal’s par-
liamentary and provincial 
assembly elections, officials 
said today.

The opposition CPN-
UML won two seats while 
the candidate of  its ally 
CPN-Maoist Centre de-
feated its main rival Nepali 
Congress (NC) nominee.

CPN-UML candidate 
from Manang district in 
North-West Nepal Polden 
Chhopang Gurung won 
the election by defeating his 
nearest rival Tek Bahadur 
Gurung of the Nepali Con-
gress, officials said.

CPN-UML candidate 
Prem Prasad Tulachan 
was declared victorious 
from mountainous Mus-
tang district, trouncing his 
Nepali Congress rival Romi 
Gauchan, they said.

Kamala Rokka of  the 

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D e c.  8 
(IANS):  US President 
Donald Trump erred in 
his effort to mark Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance 
Day, misquoting one of  his 
predecessors and misstat-
ing the date of  the attack 
on social media, the media 
reported.

“National Pearl Har-
bor Remembrance Day 
- ‘A day that will live in 
infamy!’  December 7, 
1941,” Trump tweeted on 
Thursday.

Trump’s quote slight-
ly misstated one of  the 
most famous phrases from 
World War II, reports Po-
litico news.

On December 8, 1941, 
President  Franklin.D. 
Roosevelt, in an address 
to a joint session of  Con-
gress, called the attack a 
day earlier by Japanese 

bombers on the US naval 
base at Pearl Harbor near 
Honolulu, Hawaii, “a date 
which will live in infamy”. 

Congress declared war 
on Japan later that day.

The error was repeated 
by Trump’s director of  
social media, Dan Scavino 
Jr., who posted the same 
misquote with an accom-
panying image of  Trump 
and First Lady Melania 
Trump visiting the USS 
Arizona Memorial in No-
vember.

Scavino’s  post  was 
later taken down, Politico 
news reported.

A tweet from the First 
Lady also misdated the 
Japanese attack, saying it 
occurred in November, not 
December. 

She later reposted the 
same message with the 
correct date.

Seoul, Dec. 8 (IANS):  
South Korea and the 
US on Friday conclud-
ed the Vigilant ACE 
exercises, the largest 
joint air drill, meant 
to serve as a show of  
strength following 
North Korea’s latest 
missile launch.

A defence official 
told Efe news that the 
allies had ended the 
five-day drills, in which 
the US deployed the 
F-22 and F-35 fighter 
jets, the B-1B strategic 
bomber and several 
EA-18G airborne elec-
tronic warfare aircraft.

The joint drills 
simulated precision 
attacks on mock nu-
clear facilities and 
self-propelled missile 
launch vehicles similar 
to those used by the 
Kim Jong-un regime 
to deploy its missiles.

Although the Vigi-
lant ACE are annual 

exercises and were 
planned ahead of  
North Korea’s latest 
missile launch on No-
vember 29, it is unu-
sual for the Pentagon to 
carry out such a large-
scale deployment such 
as this one.

O n  N ove m b e r 
29, the North Korean 
army launched the 
Hwasong-15, its most 
advanced interconti-
nental ballistic missile 
to date and which has 
put Pyongyang closer 
to striking the conti-
nental US with nuclear 
weapons.

The North Korean 
regime, which usually 
considers such mili-
tary exercises as an 
attempt to invade its 
territory, condemned 
the Vigilant Ace drills 
on Sunday through a 
statement published 
by the state news 
agency KCNA.

Kathmandu, Dec .8 (PTI): A 
moderate intensity earthquake, 
measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale, 
today hit Nepal’s Dolakha district, 
which seismologists said was an af-
tershock sequence of  2015 Gorkha 
earthquake.

The tremor was felt at 8.36 
am (local time) and its epicentre 
was about 10 km below the sur-
face and located around 160 km 
North-East from Kathmandu, the 
country’s seismological depart-
ment said.

The tremors were also felt in 
adjoining districts and Kathmandu 
Valley.

There was no immediate reports 
of  any damage or casualty.

The 7.8 magnitude earthquake 
that rocked Nepal in April 2015 is 
also known as the Gorkha earth-
quake. About 9,000 people lost 
their lives while nearly 22,000 were 
injured in the tremor.

So far, 487 aftershocks of  mag-
nitude 4 or more have been expe-
rienced since Nepal was hit by a 
7.8 magnitude earthquake in April 
2015.

Washington,  Dec.  8 
(IANS): The US Congress 
has approved a stopgap 
budget that averts, for now, 
a partial government shut-
down, which had been a 
strong possibility due to the 
failure of  Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers to 
agree on a more compre-
hensive bill.

The approval came 
after President Donald 
Trump met Democratic 
and Republican congres-
sional leaders on Thursday 
to negotiate an agreement 
that would allow federal 
agencies to continue receiv-
ing funding before their 
allocated budget money 
ran out on Friday, reports 
Efe news.

The Senate approved 
the deal in an 81-14 vote, 
allowing the government 
to be financed through De-
cember 22, and the House 
had earlier given its sup-
port to the measure in a 

235-193 vote, with all the 
“yes” votes being cast by 
Republicans and all the no 
votes by Democrats.

The budget bill is a tem-
porary solution that will 
now be sent to the White 
House, where Trump is 
expected to sign it. 

Congress, which had 
until Friday to approve the 
law, now has two weeks to 
work out a budget bill for 
the next fiscal year.

 After Democratic con-
gressional leaders Senator 
Chuck Schumer and Rep-
resentative Nancy Pelosi 
cancelled a meeting with 
the president several days 
ago, they agreed to meet 
with him in the Oval office 
on Thursday to narrow 
their differences.

 Also on hand for the 
meeting with the president 
were the two top Republi-
cans in Congress: House 
Speaker Paul Ryan and 
McConnell. 

However,  af ter  the 
meeting, Schumer and 
Pelosi said in a joint state-
ment that, despite having 
a “productive conversa-
tion... Nothing specific” 
was agreed to by the par-
ticipants.

The main stumbling 
block is the Democratic de-
mand that they will only 
agree to approve a budget 
bill if  a law is enacted safe-
guarding so-called Dream-
ers, young undocumented 
foreigners brought to this 
country as children and pro-
tected from deportation un-
der the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
programme, which was can-
celled by Trump.

In September, the Pres-
ident cancelled DACA, 
which was implemented 
by his predecessor, Barack 
Obama, but he gave Con-
gress six months to provide 
a legislative solution to the 
Dreamers’ situation.

ArrayLos Angeles, Dec. 8 
(IANS): Wildfires continued 
to rage through Southern 
California, with new fires 
sparking as far south as San 
Diego as the largest of  the 
blazes crept towards the col-
lege town of Santa Barbara, 
prompting fresh evacua-
tions, the media reported.

On Thursday, veteran 
firefighters described the 
fires, a half dozen of which 
have delivered another blow 
to the state less than two 
months after destructive 
wildfires scorched the coun-
ties of Northern California’s 
wine country, as a challenge 
unlike any fire they had 
battled before, reports The 
Washington Post. 

Nearly 200,000 people 
were sent from their homes, 
many fleeing without any 
idea of  when they could 
return or what they might 
find when they do.However, 
there were no immediate 
reports of any deaths due to 
the fires.  Los Angeles Fire 
Department Chief  Ralph 

Terrazas said that the fore-
cast of  the city’s weather 
and humidity conditions for 
Friday still put it in the “ex-
treme range” of fire risk, The 
Washington Post reported.

Meanwhile, the Thomas 
Fire, the state’s biggest active 
blaze, continued to grow, 
expanding to 115,000 acres, 
and destroying more than 
400 buildings in Ventura 
county. 

The National Weather 
Service cautioned that the 
risk of fires will remain ele-
vated through Sunday as De-
cember conditions remained 
abnormally dry and breezy.

The fires in Southern 
California come after a his-
torically destructive fire sea-
son in the state. 

The conflagration that 
spread across Sonoma and 
Napa counties in October 
burned more than 200,000 
acres, killed 42 people - the 
highest death toll ever for 
a fire in the state - and de-
stroyed at least 8,400 build-
ings and homes.

CPN-Maoist Centre won 
the election from Rukum 
district in western Nepal, de-
feating his nearest rival Hari 
Shanker Garti of the NC.

A total of  1,663 candi-
dates contested for parlia-
mentary seats while 2,819 
were in the fray for the pro-
vincial assembly seats in the 

historic elections that many 
hope will bring the much-
needed political stability to 
the Himalayan nation.

The polls will elect 128 
members of parliament and 
256 members of provincial 
assemblies.

The house of  repre-
sentatives consists of  275 

members, of  which 165 
would be elected directly 
under the first-past-the- post 
system while the remaining 
110 will come through the 
proportional representation 
system.

Voting on the parlia-
mentary and provincial as-
sembly seats of 32 districts, 
mostly situated in the hilly 
and mountainous region, 
were held on November 
26 in the first phase of  the 
elections, in which 65 per 
cent of voters had exercised 
their franchise.

The Left alliance is 
leading in most of the seats 
where elections were held 
in the first phase, officials 
added.

The counting of  votes 
for parliamentary and as-
sembly seats in 45 districts 
where polling was held yes-
terday is expected to take 
place today. In this phase, 67 
per cent voter turnout was 
registered.
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‘Pet Sematary’ remake to release in 2019
An eponymous remake of the 1989 horror film “Pet Sematary” is slated to release on 
April 19 in 2019, say makers. The film’s production house Paramount Pictures an-
nounced the news on Thursday, reports variety.com. “Pet Sematary” was based on the 
1983 Stephen King novel by the same name. The movie will be directed by Kevin Kolsch 
and Dennis Widmyer with Lorenzo di Bonaventura and Mark Vahradian producing the 
remake. Jeff Buhler and David Kajganich are on board to pen the script. The original 
“Pet Sematary,” directed by Mary Lambert, was based on the unravelling of a family 
after moving into a new home in Maine next to a pet cemetery that contained the power 
to allow the creatures buried in it to come back from the dead. (PTI)

Hornbill Interna onal Rock Contest 2017 winner Avora Records from Mizoram. 

Marina Kiho crowned Miss Nagaland 2017

Avora Records from Mizoram takes home Hornbill Rock 

M
arina Kiho from 
Dimapur district was 
crowned as Miss 
Nagaland 2017 in 
a stiff  competition 

with other 11 contestants from all 
the districts of the state at a glittering 
ceremony held at RCEMPA, Jotsoma 
on Dec. 8.

The answer that made her win 
the coveted title when asked ‘if  you 
are crowned Miss Nagaland you will 
be officially declared SVEEP election 
icon. What kind of role would you 
play in bringing change?’ was ‘as a 
state election icon I would educate 
the people that we should not run for 
bribery but we should stand for the 
right candidate. We should educate 
the people on how valuable one vote 
is to bring a change in the society.’

She walked away with a cash prize 
of INR 1.50 lakh, gift hampers and 
other offers. Kiho also won the sub-
title of ‘Miss Beautiful Hair’ spon-
sored by BBlunt.

Ruopfüzhanuo Whiso from Ko-
hima and Pewe-ü Tunyi from Phek 
district were declared as the first and 
second runners-up respectively. They 
also won the subtitle of  Miss Em-
power and Queen of  Hearts. They 
both walked with a cash prize of  

INR 1 lakh and INR 70,000/- respec-
tively along with other gifts hampers 

and offers.
The beauty pageant organised by 

the Beauty & Aesthetics Society of  
Nagaland (BASN) was graced by C. 

Apok Jamir, Parliamentary Secre-
tary as the chief  host; K.S. Nagnyal, 
Zonal Manager, LIC as the chief  
guest; Vilokali Zhimomi, Miss Naga-
land 2016 as the guest of  honour and 
Kaheli Chophy, FBB Femina Miss 
India Nagaland a2017 as the special 
guest. 

Sanglitola M. Chang from 
Tuensang won the subtitle of Miss 
Photogenic and Miss Talent while 
Pelevinuo Rupreo from Kohima was 
declared as Miss Perfect 10.

The contestants went through 
three rounds of traditional wear, 
designer wear and evening round by 
Norah and Dorah. 

The official choreographer of  
the event was none other than Theja 
Sekhose, a noted fashion designer and 
a choreographer while Lomi Shikhu 
was the hair and make-up artist.

Judges for the contest were Deep-
shikha Borah, regional manager of  
Avon Newyork; Esther Jamir, former 
Miss Dimapur 1997; Manhoi Kim, 
Head Trainer, BBlunt Academy and 
Johnny Ruangmei, OSD Nagaland 
State Disaster Management Authority 
with Kevi Nagi, Associate professor 
and former president BASN as the 
chief judge.

Kohima Bureau

A
vora Records from 
Aizawl in Mizo-
ram were declared 
the winner of the 
Hornbill Interna-

tional Rock Contest for 2017 
beating 22 bands and going 
home richer with prize money 
of Rs. 10 lac.  

The Prophets, also from 
Aizawl, was declared the first 
runner-up; they are going home 
with Rs. 5 lac. Perfect Stick 
Figure Illustrations from Gang-
tok was adjudged the second 
runner-up and pocketed aprize 
money of Rs. 3.5 lac. The three 
winners won sound gear gift 
hampers from Artist Aloud too. 

The grand finale saw top-
nine bands out of 22 bands 
performing to a capacity crowd 
at the Agri Expo site at 4th Mile 
in Dimapur on Friday. 

Avora Records was no 
doubt the crowd’s favourite not 
to mention the local musicians’ 

favourite too. 
Prior to the Avora Records 

taking the final stage for their 
performance, they had a quick 
chitchat with Eastern Mirror. 
They expressed thrill to be per-
forming in Nagaland—their first 
time—and first visit. 

“Everything is so exciting 
here…the people, food, crowd, 
beautiful girls and especially the 
organisers who have been taking 
good care of us,” said Stephen, 
the vocalist of Avora Records. 
‘If given an opportunity I would 
definitely love to come back to 
Nagaland and the music scene 
here is very talented.’ 

Vineet of Fluff Paradox 
band from Delhi, who is on 
his first visit to Nagaland, was 
also in awe of the quality of the 
music festival and the participat-
ing bands. ‘I have never seen 
such professionalism displayed 
by any organisers and given an 
opportunity I will definitely love 

to be back,’ said Vineet.   
Winner of the HIRC in 

2016 winner SNF’s vocalist 
Albert Jinger observed that the 
2017 contest version was much 
stronger and competitive and his 
favourite competing band was 
undoubtedly Avora Records.

Also, Atsung of Live Now 
informed that till Friday the 
event could draw around 10, 
000 crowd and with a pleasant 
crowd, the show has been more 
entertaining both for the bands 
and the crowd. 

Project Director of Music 
Task Force Gugs Chishi was 
positive that the winner will be 
from the eastern region as many 
bands from northeast had made 
it to top nine and this he said 
has proved that music lovers are 
taking music seriously and not 
just a hobby. “Our musicians 
are able to rub shoulder with the 
best competitors and I’m glad 
that through this festival we are 

able to share happy music and 
happy memories with the rest of  
the world”, conveyed Chishi.          

Prizes for the individual cat-
egories carried a cash reward of  
Rs. 25, 000 sponsored by Hero 
MotoCorp in addition to music 
gears from Marshall Amplifica-
tions. 
The winners in the individual 
categories are: 
Best Vocalist - Ronnie,The 
Prophets (Aizawl)
Best Guitarist- Ruata Renthlei, 
Avora Records (Aizawl)
Best Bassist- Gordon, The 
Prophets (Aizawl)
Best Drummer- John Raj 
Swami, Highway 69 (Ranchi) 
Yellow Beacon won the best 
band in the local category and 
pocketed a cash prize of Rs. 1 
lac sponsored by Case Construc-
tion.

Eastern Mirror Desk 

Birthday 
Greetings

Happy Birthday to our 
dearest Hrishika Deb
As you celebrate your sixth 
birthday, may you enjoy 
to the fullest and may you 
always continue to shine 
on each one of  us like you 
always do.

We love you 
Always Tamha, Jatthu, 

Pishi, Baba & Maa 

    Come in,
WE ARE 
OPEN 

 

NAGA DELICACIES

EXPERIENCE

OUR WAY

AUTHENTICALLY MADE FOR YOU

reservations @+918415921118

DP-268DP-268 

K-1488 

EM Images

Miss Nagaland 2017, Marina Kiho flanked by 1st runner-up Ruopfüzhanuo Whiso and 2nd runner-up Pewe-ü Tunyi a er the crowning ceremony 
held at RCEMPA, Jotsoma on Dec. 8.
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Robert Whi aker

The Houston Rockets, fueled by 29 points from James Harden, posted their eighth straight NBA victory, 
112-101 over the Utah Jazz, at the Vivint Smart Home Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah, on Dec. 7.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1673

ACROSS
1. Tears apart
6. Six-sided solid
10. Essence or being
14. Arabian gazelle
15. As Soon As Possible
16. The Moon
17. 18th letter of the Greek alphabet
18. Entertainment jobs
19. Perishes
20. Yarrow, milfoil or sneezewort
22. Move casually
24. Cow sounds
25. Essences or cores
26. Chests
29. An individual thing
30. Anonymous
31. President Ike
37. Wall support uprights
39. Born
40. Classical musical theatre
41. Despairingly
44. Canvas dwelling
45. Aid in a criminal act
46. Expresses an opinion
48. Trivial thing
52. Small fragment or piece 

(archaic)
53. Quit
54. Introduces
58. Villainous
59. Not active
61. Blaze brightly or unsteadily
62. Chair
63. Visual organs
64. Bride of Prince Henry in 

Longfellow’s The Golden 

Legend
65. Hyperbolic tangent
66. Oceans
67. Levees 
DOWN
1. Genus of erect or climbing 

prickly shrubs
2. Norse for “Ruler of all”
3. Near
4. Semi-respectable group
5. Downhill ski race
6. Containment pens
7. United States Information 

Agency
8. Sack
9. _______-Barr virus
10. Murphy Brown’s decorator

11. Group of rooms

13. Lessens 
21. Fall in defeat
23. Greek for “Straight”
25. Position of supplication
26. Smash
27. In contact with
28. Liquid food usually made 

with meat or vegetables
29. Utilize (archaic)
32. A map appearing with the 

borders of a larger one
33. Most favorably
34. Think or suppose (archaic)
35. Sea eagle
36. Rodents

38. Colloquial expressions 
42. Tropical heartwood trees

43. Long time ago
47. Swelled up
48. Obtain by effort or with 

49. South American trees 
yielding latex

50. Citizen of the Far East
51. Cultivation
52. Member of the cabbage 

family
54. Beg or petition
55. Keg
56. Great Lake
57. Observes
60. Cloth coloring

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1512

Portuguese soccer player Cris ano Ronaldo holding the Ballon d’ Or (Golden Ball) he received on Thursday  
in Paris. A decade of dominance as the world’s two best soccer players has le  Cris ano Ronaldo and 
Lionel Messi level with five Ballon d’Or awards each.

AP/PTI

Robert Whittaker becomes first 
Australian to hold UFC title

Football grassroot camp 
in Jalukie from Dec. 11

Vijay Merchant U-16 cricket U.S. has not ruled out Winter Olympics participation

Ronaldo pips Messi to win Ballon 

Rockets down Jazz for eighth straight NBA winCome to Madrid and you’ll win 
Ballon d’Or, Real tell Neymar

Paris, Dec. 8 (Reuters): 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ron-
aldo was awarded the Bal-
lon d‘Or for world player 
of  the year on Thursday 
for a joint-record fifth 
time, going level with eter-
nal rival and Barcelona 
forward Lionel Messi as 
the player to have won the 
prize the most times.

T h e  Re a l  M a d r i d 
forward won the award, 
handed out by magazine 
France Football, for the 
second consecutive year 
having led his side to the 
La Liga title with 25 goals 
and a successive Champi-
ons League crown, netting 
12 goals including two in 
the 4-1 win over Juventus 
in the final.

Ronaldo collected the 
trophy in a glitzy ceremo-
ny at the Eiffel Tower in 
the French capital, pre-
sented by former France 
player David Ginola.

“I feel  very happy, 
it’s a fantastic moment in 
my career,” Ronaldo said 
upon collecting the award, 
standing with his mother 
Maria Dolores and his old-
est son Cristiano Jr.

”I’ve waited a long 
time for this. This has been 
a stupendous year for me, 

Madrid, Dec. 8 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid president Flo-
rentino Perez has opened 
the door for Neymar to join 
the Europeanchampions by 
declaring it 
would help 
further the 
forward’s in-
dividual am-
bitions. Ney-
mar finished 
third behind 
Lionel Messi 
and winner 
C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo in 
the Ballon d‘Or on Thurs-
day and Perez suggested the 
only way for the Brazilian to 
break the duo’s stranglehold 
on the prize - which has ex-
tended to a decade - would 
be to join Real.

“ B e ing  in  M a d r id 
would make it easier to win 
the Ballon d‘Or,” Perez told 
Spanish radio. “Madrid is a 
club that gives a big player 
everything they need to 

do so. Everyone knows I 
wanted to sign him.”

Perez attempted to bring 
Neymar to Real from San-
tos on several occasions 

b e f o r e  h e 
plumped for 
a rch - r iva l s 
Barcelona in 
2013.

H e  e n -
joyed success 
in Catalonia, 
helping Barca 
win the treble 
in 2015 be-
fore leaving 

for Paris St Germain in a 
world- record 222 million 
euro ($261 million) deal 
this year.

In September Neymar, 
25, was involved in an on-
field spatwith team mate 
Edinson Cavani over who 
was going to take a penalty 
and there has been growing 
media speculation that his 
stint in the French capital 
could be a brief  one.

we won the Champions 
League and La Liga and 
on a personal level I was 
top scorer in the Champi-
ons League.

“Trophies help me win 
prizes like this and I have 
to thank my team mates 
at Madrid and Portugal. 
They’ve been very impor-

tant to me.”
Messi came second 

while Paris St Germain 
forward Neymar Jr, the 
most expensive player in 
the world, came third; 
veteran Italian goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon finished 
fourth and Real midfielder 
Luka Modric came fifth.

Chelsea and France 
midfielder N‘Golo Kante 
was the highest ranked 
Premier League player, 
coming eighth, while Tot-
tenham Hotspur’s Harry 
Kane, ranked 10th, was 
the only English player to 
make it into the top 10.

Ronaldo, who this year 

Washington, Dec. 8 (IANS): 
White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders told re-
porters that “no official decision 
has been made” about whether 
the U.S. will participate in the 
2018 Winter Olympic Games in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea.

In an interview with Fox 
News Channel on Wednesday, 
U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley 
had cast doubt on the country’s 
participation, given the tensions 
on the Korean Peninsula, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

“There’s an open question,” 
said Haley. “I have not heard 

anything about that. But I do 
know that in the talks that we 
have...it’s always about, how do 
we protect the U.S. citizens in 
the area.”

The U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee responded on Thursday, 
saying plans to compete in the 
Olympics hadn’t changed.

Shortly after that, White 
House spokeswoman Sanders 
said “no official decision has 
been made,” and later said on 
Twitter that “The U.S. looks for-
ward to participating in the Win-
ter Olympics in South Korea.”

“The protection of  Ameri-

cans is our top priority and we 
are engaged with the South Kore-
ans and other partner nations to 
secure the venues,” read Sanders’ 
tweet.

U.S. State Department 
spokesperson Heather Nauert 
expressed “confidence” of  se-
cured Winter Games in a press 
briefing.

“We have a long standing 
and successful relationship with 
the Republic of  Korea, we are 
confident that the government’s 
commitment to hosting a safe 
and successful winter games will 
take place,” Nauert said.

Los Angeles,  Dec.  8 
(AFP): The Houston Rock-
ets, fueled by 29 points 
from James Harden, posted 
their eighth straight NBA 
victory on Thursday, 112-
101 over the Utah Jazz.

Ryan Anderson scored 
23 points and Chris Paul 
added 18 points, 13 as-
sists and nine rebounds 
for Houston, the Western 
Conference leaders who 
have now won 14 of  their 
last 15 games.

The Jazz coughed up 
eight turnovers in the first 
half, leading to 13 points 
for the Rockets. Neverthe-
less, the Jazz twice man-
aged to take the lead in the 
first half  -- but both times 
the Rockets powered back 
in front.

Houston pulled away 
in the second half, build-
ing a 74-53 lead early in 
the third with a 13-2 run 
that included Clint Ca-
pela’s three-point play and 
a dunk. The Rockets led by 
as many as 25 in the second 

half  en route to the victory.
Paul would have pre-

ferred it if  the margin 
hadn’t dwindled.

“We just started giving 
up wide open threes down 
the stretch,” he said. “We 
know we’ve got to be better, 
but we’ll take the win.”

In Philadelphia, Bran-
don Ingram drained a 
three-pointer with eight-
tenths of  a second remain-
ing to lift the Los Angeles 
Lakers to a 107-104 victory 
over the 76ers.

Ingram led the Lak-
ers with 21 points. Julius 
Randle and Jordan Clark-
son added 16 each off  the 
bench for Los Angeles, 
who snapped a five-game 
losing streak in front of  
a raucous Philadelphia 
crowd. Joel Embiid had 
33 points to lead the 76ers. 
Rookie guard Ben Sim-
mons contributed the third 
triple-double of  his career 
with 12 points, 13 rebounds 
and 15 assists.

Philadelphia trailed 85-

Sydney, Dec. 8 (IANS): Mixed martial 
arts fighter Robert Whittaker has become 
the first Australian to hold an undisputed 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) 
title.

The 185 pound sydneysider was an-
nounced the champion on Friday, after the 
former middleweight titleholder George 
St Pierre (GSP) vacated the belt due to a 
stomach illness called colitis, reports Xin-
hua news agency. 

After racking up eight straight victories 
inside the octagon with his devastating 
power and well rounded skill set, Whit-

taker had already won the UFC’s interim 
strap back in July against feared Cuban 
wrestler Yoel Romero.

With a major UFC event coming up in 
Perth during February, many anticipated 
Whittaker would get his opportunity to 
unify the belts against St Pierre, but with 
GSP now out of  the picture, it has been 
announced that American middleweight 
contender and former champ Luke Rock-
hold will challenge the Aussie for the title.

Widely expected to break numerous at-
tendance records, the event will be the first 
UFC card ever held in Western Australia.

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  8 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Football Coaches Asso-
ciation (NFCA) in col-
laboration with the 36th 
AR Jalukie informed 
in a press note that a 
free football grassroots 
camp will be conducted 
at Jalukie town from 
Dec. 11 till the 16th  at 
the Government Higher 

Secondary School.
The camp is open 

for all kids aged be-
tween six to 14 years 
which will commence 
from 2 pm every eve-
ning.

For further informa-
tion and details one can 
contact the following 
numbers: 8730865200 
and 9436424654.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): In the 
second round matches of  the three 
day Vijay Merchant U-16 trophy for 
the Northeast and Bihar zone being 
played at Dimapur, Shillong and 
Patna, Nagaland defeated Sikkim by 
an innings and 182 runs in the second 
day itself.

At Dimapur
Sikkim - 1st innings: 170 all out
2nd innings: 88 all out
Nagaland - 1st innings: 440 all out
Result: Nagaland won by an in-

nings and 182 runs
For Nagaland, Tohuka Zhimo 

scored 151 runs, Arjun Yadav-106 

runs, Sujal Prasad-48 runs and San-
jeev-60 runs.

Tohuka also took five wickets for 
50 runs in the 1st innings and five  
wickets for 38 runs in the 2nd innings.

At Shillong
Meghalaya - 1st Innings: 504 for 

8 declared
Arunachal Pradesh - 1st innings: 

116 all out
2nd innings: 13 for 3
At Patna
Bihar - 1st innings: 473 for 8 

declared
Manipur - 1st innings: 105 all out
2nd innings: 23 for 2

also helped the national 
side qualify for the World 
Cup in Russia next year, 
won his first Ballon d‘Or in 
2008 while with Manches-
ter United and collected it 
again in 2013, 2014 and 
2016.

The 32-year-old was 
last month named the Best 
FIFA Men’s Player in the 
global soccer body’s own 
awards ceremony.

Real Madrid president 
Florentino Perez joined 
Ronaldo on stage and paid 
tribute to the Portuguese, 
who he said was the best 
player of  all time alongside 
late Real great Alfredo di 
Stefano.

“This fifth Ballon d‘Or 
is a great honour and a 
great achievement for the 
club and Real Madrid fans 
around the world. Cris-
tiano is the best player in 
the world, he represents 
the values of  Real Madrid. 
Cristiano is the best player 
in history along with Di 
Stefano, he is his heir,” 
Perez said.

The Ballon d‘Or was 
first awarded in 1956 and 
was partnered with FIFA 
from 2010 to 2015, until 
becoming its own entity 
once again.

70 early in the fourth quarter, but roared 
back to level the score as Embiid scored 16 
of  his points in the final period and backup 
forward Richaun Holmes poured in 11 of  
his 13 in the fourth.

Holmes’ dunk, off  a pass from Embiid, 
tied the game at 101-101 wit 2:22 to play. 
Los Angeles regained the lead before the 
Sixers tied it again at 104-104 with 39.8 
left. On the Lakers’ final possession, rookie 
Lonzo Ball began a drive from the right 
corner but pitched the ball to Ingram, 
who was wide open on the right wing and 
swished his three-pointer.

“I had the confidence to shoot it,” In-
gram said. Ball “sucked the defense in and 
kicked it out. I think he made a great pass.”
Nets silence Thunder in Mexico
Caris LeVert scored 21 points with 10 as-
sists as the Brooklyn Nets erased a 16-point 
deficit en route to a 100-95 victory over the 
Oklahoma City Thunder in Mexico City.

The game was the first of  two in 
Mexico City for the Nets, who will face 
the Miami Heat in the Ciudad de Mexico 
Arena on Saturday.

LeVert, playing on the first anniversary 
of  his NBA debut, connected on six of  

10 shots and was effective 
in guarding Thunder star 
Russell Westbrook, who 
scored 31 points but made 
just 10 of  his 27 shots from 
the floor.

Westbrook scored only 
five points in the fourth 
quarter and was harried by 
LeVert into a turnover with 
2:11 to play. The Thunder 
missed three straight shots 
in the space of  seven sec-
onds, and LeVert sealed 
the Nets fourth win in 
six games with four free-
throws in the final 19 sec-
onds.

In Phoenix, Wizards 
guard Bradley Beal fol-
lowed up his 51-point out-
burst in Portland with 34 
points in Washington’s 109-
99 victory over the Suns.

Beal continued to pick 
up the offensive slack as 
Wizards point guard John 
Wall missed his seventh 
straight game with knee 
trouble. “I took advantage 
of  what they gave me,” 
Beal said.



Z. Kasheto Yeptho along with the winning team members of the 19th Zhuikhu M.B.E Memorial Football Gold Cup and tournament officials 
at the awards ceremony at Khaghaboto town on Friday.
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Lower Bayavü Giants with Khriehu Liezietsu a er receiving the trophy at Kohima on Friday.
EM Images

Lower Bayavü Giants are champions 
of 10th Northern Angami-1 T20 bash

Zhuikhu memorial football gold cup culminates

HWL Final: Argentina 
beat India to reach final

Rathore announces cash award of INR 6.70 lakh for youth boxers

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Defending champions Low-
er Bayavü Giants defended 
the title as they beat Upper 
Bayavü Sixers by 18 runs 
in the final match to win 
the 5th edition of 10-North-
ern Angami-I T20 Bash 
organised by Brotherhood 
Group at the Kohima village 

ground, Ziekezou on Friday.
In the final match, Low-

er Bayavü Giants after elect-
ing to bat first set a huge 
target of 174/7 in 20 overs. 
Tapitu (57) and Chumbe 
(33) scored the highest runs 
for Giants while Sepichem 
claimed three wickets in four 
overs for Sixers.

Chasing the target of  

175 runs, Upper Bayavü 
Sixers were short of 18 runs 
as they managed to score 
only 156/7 in 20 overs. 
Moarenba (43) and Depebe 
(32) contributed the highest 
runs for Sixers while Thun-
gchamo claimed four wick-
ets in four overs for Giants. 
Thungchamo with his four 
wickets was adjudged as the 

New Delhi, Dec. 8 (PTI): Sports Min-
ister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore on 
Friday announced a cash award of Rs 
6.70 lakh for all the gold medal winners 
at the recently concluded Youth Wom-
en's World Boxing Championships.

India's junior women pugilists 
won five gold and two bronze medals 
emerging as team champions during 
the week-long event in Guwahati.

"You girls have changed the old 
thinking that girls can only take part 
in some games. This thinking should 
end, anyone can take part in anything," 
Rathore had words of encouragement 
for the youngsters during a felicitation 
ceremony organized by Boxing Federa-
tion of India (BFI).

"I know how many problems you 

may have faced just to play, to train and 
that is why you all are an inspiration 
for the people of the country and the 
girls. Your stories need to be heard so 
that girls hear them and get inspired by 
them to play," Rathore said.

The Olympic silver medallist said 
that his ministry is working on revamp-
ing the current structure by appointing 
CEO's and High Performance Manag-
ers for each and every sport.

"We will change the Target Olym-
pic Podium (TOP) scheme.

Every sport will now have CEOs 
and High Performance Managers.

These managers will have to ensure 
that the players get better training for 
each sport and also which tournament 
they should take part in," he added.

"The CEOs will look at the logistics 
part -- where the players need sport 
science, sports medicine. These two 
will be responsible for combining all of  
this," Rathore said.

Emphasising on the need for trans-
parency in the system, Rathore ap-
pealed to all the sports federations to 
display fund details on their websites.

"I want the funding that the federa-
tions receive displayed in detail on their 
websites. Where they got the money 
and where they spent it. "The names 
of the selected players should also be 
put on their websites. This transpar-
ency is very necessary because each 
citizen, media, taxpayer should know 
where their money is being spent by the 
federation," Rathore said.

Dimapur, Dec. 8 (EMN): 
Vihokhu village football 
team lifted the 19th edition 
of  Zhuikhu M.B.E Memo-
rial Football Gold Cup 
defeating Nihoto Football 
Club 3-1 via tie-breaker 
in a keenly contested fi-
nal played at Khaghaboto 
town on Friday.
       The tournament was 
organised by Western 
Sumi Sports Association 
and hosted by Khaghaboto 
Area Sports Association.

Z. Kasheto Yeptho, 
Class I Contractor wit-
nessed the final match as 
the guest of  honour at the 
closing function of  the 
meet and handed over the 
running trophy along with 

a cheque of  INR. 70,000 
to the champions.

Nihoto walked away 
with a cash award of  INR. 
50,000 and trophy while 
the two losing semi final-
ists Hovishe and Shoxu-
vi recieved INR. 15,000 
each.

In his speech, Kasheto 
congratulated the winning 
team with a reminder not 
to disrespect the losing 
side but to encourage one 
another to lift the spirit 
and the standard of  the 
game and, also encour-
aged the losing team to 
be positive attitude of  the 
fact that they can perform 
better in the days to come.

Apart from football, 

WSSA also conducted 
badminton and volleyball 
tournaments both in men's 
and women's categories.

Khevishe  Achumi, 
vice president, Western 
Sumi Hoho was the patron 
of  volleyball event.

Individual prizes for 
football
Best player - Ghunaka of  

Vihokhu.
Best goalkeeper - Homka 

of  Vihokhu.
Joint highest scorer - 

Inito of  Nihoto and Aben 
of  Vihokhu.

Volleyball men
Champion - Vikuho team

Runner-up - Hezulho 
team

Best player - Kito Zhimo 

of  Hezulho
Volleyball women

Champion - Hezulho 
team

Runner-up - Hozukhe 
team

Best player - Kivikali 
Wotsa of  Xekiye 
Badminton men

Champion - HASSA 
team

Runner-up - Pukhato 
team

Best player - Kitoka of  
HASSA

Badminton women
Champion - Nikhekhu 

team
Runner-up - Vihokhu 

team
Best player - Ayeli of  

Vishiyi   

Bhubaneswar, Dec. 8 
(IANS): Olympic 2016 
champions Argentina rode 
on a penalty corner strike by 
Gonzalo Peillat to defeat In-
dia 1-0 in the semi-finals of  
the Hockey World League 
Final here on Friday.
Peillat struck a fiery blow to 
the right corner of the post 
in the 17th minute to help 
Argentina enter the final for 
the first time in the tourna-
ment. The South Americans 
will meet the winner of Sat-
urday's semi-final between 
World Cup holders and 
defending champions Aus-
tralia and 2008 and 2012 
Olympic champions Ger-
many. 

The loser of the second 
semi-final will meet India, 
coached by Dutchman Sjo-
erd Marijne, in the bronze-
medal playoff on sunday.

The match between In-
dia and Argentina didn't live 
up to expectations due to a 
wet pitch after heavy rains at 
the Kalinga Stadium. Carlos 
Retegui-coached Argen-
tina played with their usual 
tactic of holding the ball in 
their own half and look for 
speedy counter-attack. India 
were not proactive and din't 
press the way they should 

have to counter Argentina 
in their own half. They also 
employed long-range balls 
due to the heavy pitch.

One one such moment, 
Matias Parades found the 
foot of an Indian defender, 
resulting in a penalty corner 
from which Peillat scored.

Af t e rwards,  Ind ia 
showed some urgency and 
Akashdeep Singh earned a 
penalty corner but Rupinder 
Pal singh's strike was not 
good enough to beat Argen-
tine custodian Juan Manuel 
Vivaldi.

Threat always loomed 
large as India kept sending 
many men to attack, with 
Argentina's counter-attack 
always a probability. Mean-
while, Mandeep Singh failed 
to meet a cross from Akash-
deep inside the box with 
Vivaldi alone. 

It required some creativ-
ity to break down Argentine 
defensive set-up. But as the 
match moved towards the 
later stage, they became 
more determined. Even 
though India removed their 
goalkeeper Suraj Karkera 
to have an extra field player 
but Argentina stood tall to 
seal passage to the final on 
Sunday. DP-270 

KG-2215 

man of the final match.
The champions team 

Lower Bayavü Giants 
walked home with a cash 
prize of  INR. 1 lakh and 
runners-up Upper Bayavü 
Sixers received INR. 50,000 
respectively along with the 
running trophies.

The best disciplined 
team was awarded to D 
Khel United and received 
a cash of INR. 10000 and 
player of  the tournament, 
Khriesavituo of  North 
Block Warriors received a 
scooty along with citations.

16 teams from the 10th 
Northern Angami assem-
bly constituency partici-
pated in the three-week long 
tournament organised by 
Brotherhood Group with 
the initiative and complete 
sponsorship of  Khriehu 
Liezietsu under the theme 
‘Bat for unity’.

Individual awards
Highest run scorer: Tapitu 
of Lower Bayavü Giants 

(245 runs)
Highest wicket taker: 
Thungchamo of Lower 

Bayavü Giants (12 wickets)
Player of the tournament: 

Khriesavituo of North 
Block Warriors


