
The legislators of Nagaland Legislative Assembly along with former legislators during the consultative meet of the Nagaland Legislators Forum at RCEMPA in Jotsoma on Thursday. 

Rajnath Singh being presented a bouquet by Sentiyanger during the former's arrival at Dimapur airport on Thursday. 
DIPR

A section of people thronging the night carnival at Kohima.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 13°

Agartala 26° 18°

Gangtok 21° 09°

Guwahati 26° 16°

Imphal 23° 10°

Itanagar 23° 13°

Shillong 20° 08°

Delhi 24° 11°

Kolkata 27° 19°

Chennai 30° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18.3° 8°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 59%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Beseech  NLA to  pass  s imi la r  reso lu t ion  dur ing  win ter  sess ion

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): The Na-
galand Legislators Forum compris-
ing of present and former legislators 
on December 7 resolved to request 
the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly to pass a resolution during the 
forthcoming winter session, to pres-
surise the Centre for a settlement to 
the Naga political issue before the 
assembly elections are conducted in 
the state. 

The resolution along with 3 
more was hammered out during 
the scheduled consultative meeting  
that was held at Jotsoma according 
to press release from the chief min-
ister's office .

The meeting also resolved to 
place on record 'its deep sense of  
appreciation of all positive steps 
taken by the Government of India 
and other stake holders so far in 
seeking to arrive at an honourable 
and acceptable solution to the Naga 
Political problem'.

It urged the Government of  
India and other stakeholders to re-
solve the Naga political problem 
well before the next Assembly Elec-
tions.

In the resolution it also re-
quested the Election Commission 

of India to conduct the assembly 
elections to the 13th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly only after an 'hon-
ourable and acceptable solution' is 
reached. 

CM calls for ‘One vision, 
one mission, one goal’
The Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
while addressing the consultative 
meeting  stated that the issue domi-
nating every political discourse 
since statehood was the Naga po-
litical issue and till date, it continues 
to be the main focus of the govern-
ment, past and present, and of eve-
ry political party in the state.

Considering the present mo-
ment as the most opportune time 
for the Nagas and the Government 
of India to resolve the seven dec-
ades old Naga political issue, the 
chief minister called for ‘one vision, 
one mission and one goal’ in find-
ing a lasting solution to the Naga 
political problem at the earliest.

Zeliang also lauded the efforts 
of the Church, civil society and the 
various NGOs in facilitating the 
resolution of the Naga political is-
sue and that with their 'contribution 

and co-operation', the DAN Govt 
since March 2003, had accorded 
'highest priority' to the Naga politi-
cal issue. 

‘Efforts at bringing about bet-
ter understanding between the dif-
ferent NNPGs and drawing them 
closer to each other has been made 
while numerous resolutions were 
passed by the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly and other forums to give 
the right impetus to the Peace Proc-
ess from time to time,’ he said.

He termed the recent start of  
dialogue of the six other NNPGs 
with the GOI as ‘truly encourag-
ing’, and that the credit for bringing 
the various factions together on a 
common platform goes to ‘the Trib-
al Hohos and its apex bodies, the 
Church, Civil societies[sic], NGOs 
and the NNPGs.’

He also said that as a way of  
facilitating the peace process an all 
member DAN Cabinet led by the 
chief minister had gone to Delhi to 
urge for an early settlement of the 
political issue, especially in view of  
the assembly elections.

Though the delegation could 
not meet the Prime Minister owing 
to his busy engagements the team 

met Union Home Minister, Rajnath 
Singh; Minister DONER, Jitendra 
Singh; National Security Advisor, 
Ajit Doval; Deputy NSA & Inter-
locutor for Naga Peace Talks, R N 
Ravi; Secretary to Prime Minister, 
Bhaskar Khulbe; the 6 NNPGs and 
NSCN (IM) Leader, Th. Muivah, 
he said.

Zeliang also said that soon after 
returning from Delhi, the state cabi-
net, in its 'meeting on 11.11.2017' 
took a decision to submit a memo-
randum to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the political issue. It 
was followed by a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Working Committee 
(PWC) in which a 5 Point Resolu-
tion was adopted.

Zelaing also announced that 
during the recent visit of the Presi-
dent, Ram Nath Kovind, a repre-
sentation was submitted 'portraying 
the imperative need for resolving 
the protracted Naga political prob-
lem' before the ensuing State As-
sembly Elections. 

He said, a similar representation 
will be submitted to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, who will 
be arriving at Kisama for the Horn-
bill Festival on Dec.8.

Dimapur, Dec. 07 (EMN):  The NSCN  
reformation group has on Thursday clari-
fied that the group by the style of 'NNC/
PRN' no longer exists and it was unfortu-
nate that an non-existent organisation has 
served 'quit notice' to the rector of a voca-
tional training centre in Darogapathar, Di-
mapur district. 

The NSCN(R) clarified that  "the NNC/ 
PRN ( Peoples Republic of Nagaland ) has 
total(ly) merged with  NSCN/ GPRN ( Ref-
ormation) on 15th  October  2016 (which 
appeared on 16th October 2016 in various  
local newspapers) , to carry out collective 

mission through peaceful means".
It stated that is very unfortunate and  

surprised that, the non-existent organi-
zation has served quit notice to Fr. Jose 
Chacko Sdband that the NSCN(R) will 
take necessary actions against  'any anti-
national activities'. 

 A total of 9430 tourists were report-
edly recorded on the 7th day of the Horn-
bill Festival at The Naga  Heritage Village, 
Kisama. 

As per the statistical data of the tourists 
visits, 213 foreign tourists, 1325 domestic 
and 7892 local visitors were tallied.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): The ongoing agi-
tation by the All Nagaland District Ministe-
rial Service Association (ANDMSA) was 
temporarily called off on Thursday on till 
Dec. 13 when a consultation is scheduled to 
t be held with the government.

This was informed through a press re-
lease from the association appended by Pre-
sedint Shilumenba Alinger, Vice President  
Inato Sangtam  and General Secretary T. 
Limhachan Kithan.

" Honouring the appeal made by the 
Cabinet, Government of Nagaland, the All 

Nagaland District Ministerial Service As-
sociation (ANDMSA) has temporarily Call 
Off the Agitation with immediate effect. 
However, phase manner agitation will be 
decided based on the outcome of the nego-
tiation which is to be held on 13/12/2017," 
it stated.

The association also thanked the 'timely 
intervention' by the officials of Confedera-
tion of All Nagaland State Services Em-
ployees’ Association(Canssea) for 'convey-
ing the grievances of the District Ministerial 
Employees to the government '.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh arrived at 
the Dimapur airport on 
Thursday evening. 

A report from DIPR 
stated that the home 

minister was received 
by Parliamentary Secre-
tary Merentoshi Jamir, 
Commissioner Nagaland  
Sentiyanger,  DC Di-
mapur Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel, Commissioner Police  

Limasunep, and other 
government officials and 
top army officials.

Singh will be leav-
ing for Kisama on Friday 
morning to grace Day-8 
of  the Hornbill Festival. 

Imphal, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
Union Home minister Ra-
jnath Singh is set to meet 
the Chief Ministers of As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur on the con-
tentious issue of framework 
agreement signed between 
the Central government 
and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland-Isak-
Muivah (NSCN-IM) in 
2015.

Meanwhile, normal life 
was thrown out of gear on 
Thursday at Thangmeiband 
in Manipur's Imphal west 
district as there was a shut-
down and sit-in protest de-
manding disclosure of de-
tails of the agreement.

Manipur Chief Minister 
N. Biren Singh is on his way 
to meet his Assam and Aru-
nachal Pradesh counter-
parts Sarbananda Sonowal 
and Prema Khandu before 
the meeting with Rajnath 
Singh.

There have been pro-

tests in these three states 
amid fears that the frame-
work agreement compro-
mises their territorial integ-
rity.

Manipur's former Chief  
Minister Radhabinod 
Koijam on Thursday said: 
"Time is overdue to sink all 
political differences and find 
a solution. Instead of hold-
ing talks with some particu-
lar groups, all stakeholders 
should be involved."

Congress spokesperson 
and legislator K. Joykis-
han said Union Minister 
of State for Home Kiren 
Rijiju's statement that the 
details of the agreement 
cannot be disclosed because 
of their sensitivity is "unac-
ceptable".

Pradip, Secretary of  
Thangmeiband United 
Club, which organised the 
protest, said: "Though we 
had invited all political par-
ties to take part in the pro-
test just three parties sent 

their representatives."
Opposition Congress 

has been holding such 
protest meetings for some 
days demanding details be 
disclosed. The framework 
agreement was signed by 
the NSCN-IM leaders and 
the central interlocutor 
R.N.Ravi at the residence 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on August 3, 
2015.

Official indications are 
that the agreement will 
soon be implemented as 
a "Christmas gift". There 
is apprehension among 
the three states that even 
though their territorial in-
tegrity may not be affected, 
some "autonomy" may be 
granted to the NSCN-IM in 
Naga areas. 

Inaugurating the horn-
bill festival in Nagaland 
on December 1, President 
Ram Nath Kovind said 
that a final solution will be 
achieved soon.

Dimapur, Dec. 07 (EMN): 
Continuing with his strong 
conviction for skill based 
trainings in universities, the 
Governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya on Thursday stat-
ed that universities should 
not only be the centre for 

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
The Kohima Night Carni-
val which is considered as 
the most successful spin-
off  of  the Hornbill Festival 
that attracts a huge number 
of  visitors both tourists and 
locals every year is quite 
deadened this time with 
less visitors and lower sales 
reported by the vendors. 

The 10-day carnival 
organised by the Kohima 
Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry (KCCI) is 
also a part of  the Hornbill 
Festival whereby the streets 
of  Kohima town comes 
alive every evening with-
revellers and roadside ven-
dors of  food and wares.

The carnival has be-
come a place for budding 
entrepreneurs and artisans 
while the resulting revenue 
generated boosting the 
economy is seen as a big 
achievement. Seasonal part 
time vendors as well as se-
rious entrepreneurs all used 
to return home quite satis-
fied all these years.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Jabou Sekhose, KCCI 
president said around 150-
160 stalls have been opened 
along the stretch from Old 
MLA Y Junction to Razhü 
Point mostly of  local en-
trepreneurs.  He acknowl-
edged that the business is a 
‘little cold’ this year.

On being asked the rea-

You can't depend on 
your eyes when your 

imagination is out  
of focus.

~ Mark Twain

come one! Come all! No back 
door! No corruption! Only clean 
gambling! Come one! Come all!

~ Arien

Kohli inches closer to Ponting's 
record in ICC rankings  |  P12

Legislators' forum urges 
settlement before election

NSCN(R) claims 'NNC/PRN' non-existent

ANDMSA calls off agitation

Rajnath Singh arrives in Dimapur

Rajnath to meet 3 CMs on 
framework agreement with NSCN-IMGovernor Acharya continues to vouch 

for skill based courses in universities

One successful Hornbill Festival spin-off dampened this time 
Kohima Night Carnival

Mirror Takes
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Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Munu Khamo  |  P10

Cong. suspends Aiyar from 
primary membership over 

‘neech’ remark  | P8

son as to why there have 
been fewer visitors, he 
opined that it could be due 
to the ‘unpaid salary’ of  the 
government employees and 
also the shifting of  the rock 
concert to Dimapur.

When enquired about 
some complaints of  charg-
ing exorbitant prices at the 
night carnival as compared 
with the regular shop rates, 
Sekhose said KCCI has 
also been trying its best 
to control the high prices 
charged by some vendors.

On receiving some 
complains from the citi-
zens, he said inspection 
was conducted last night, 
however, the prices were 
found to be the same as 
that of  the regular shops in 
and around the town and 

dismissed it as baseless al-
legations.

Vimenuo, a young en-
trepreneur who has put 
up a stall of  barbecue and 
beverages along with her 
friends for the second con-
secutive year said, the sale 
was quite less this time. 
She said they could hardly 
make a sale of  INR 10000 
as compared to last year 
where they were able to 
make INR 15000-20,000 
each night.

Sekhose said the night 
carnival is being organised 
in the spirit of  joy and hap-
piness where the citizens of  
Kohima as well as tourists 
can enjoy the great carnival 
atmosphere, the night life 
and also taste the delicious 
foods.

academics but also work for 
the development of the so-
ciety as well. 

The Governor was ad-
dressing a meeting with the 
Vice Chancellors of Gau-
hati University and Naga-
land University;  and Prin-
cipals of various colleges at 
in Kohima  on Thursday, 
informed a press note from 
the Raj Bhavan. 

He stated that univer-
sities should reach out to 
the people and more skill 
based courses should be 
introduced according to 
the need of the society. The 
Governor also suggested 
the universities to indentify 
social activists, recognise 
them and confer them with 
Honoris Causa Degree for 
their contribution.   

The Governor also in-
structed the Vice-Chancel-
lor of Nagaland University 

to identify the skill based 
courses under Swayam 
and Swayam Prabha pro-
gramme for Nagaland 
University which would 
be beneficial to Nagaland 
according to the require-
ment by the society. He 
further suggested that 'all 
66 colleges under NU may 
be entrusted to identify the 
course and intimate the 
Governor’s office by 15th 
January 2018'. He also 
asked the 66 affiliated col-
leges to identify at least two 
entrepreneurs especially 
women for availing Mudra 
Loan.

The Vice-Chancellor  
Gauhati University Dr 
Mridul Hazarika informed 
the meeting that Gauhati 
University had taken ini-
tiatives particularly in social 
aspects of North East India.  
He said that universities 

play a key role in promoting 
national and emotional in-
tegration through students.

 He also opined that uni-
versities should recognise 
people who do exemplary 
work in the society and said 
that Gauhati University 
was the first university in 
Northeast to recognise so-
cial activists with Honoris 
Causa for their contribution 
to society. 

The Vice Chancellor 
Nagaland University Prof. 
Pardeshi Lal, informed that 
with the introduction of  
Swayam and Swayam Pra-
bha programmes, a learner 
can choose more skill based 
courses. He explained that 
Swayam was a programme 
initiated by the government 
of India and designed to 
achieve the three cardinal 
principles of the education 
policy viz., 'access, equity 

and quality with an objec-
tive to take the best teaching 
learning resources to all, in-
cluding the most disadvan-
taged". 

He said that Swayam 
seeks to bridge the digital 
divide for students who 
have remained untouched 
by the digital revolution 
and are not able to join the 
mainstream of the knowl-
edge economy.

The vice chancellor fur-
ther explained that Swayam 
Prabha was a group of 32 
DTH channels for the tel-
ecast of high-quality educa-
tional programmes on '24/7 
basis' using the GSAT-15 
satellite. It covers  diverse 
disciplines like arts, science, 
commerce, performing arts, 
social sciences and humani-
ties, engineering, technol-
ogy, law, medicine, and ag-
riculture, to name a few. 



Outgoing DC Longleng 
lauds DPDB members

WSBAK youth to hold 
triennial conference

AR apprehends FGN cadre

Cataract camp held in Medziphema

Rural Development officials hold conference

Yingli College observes silver jubileeENCSU suspends 
agitation
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Ahikali Swu handing over the Clean Pughoboto Award to Adhoc Pughoboto Town Committee on the 
occasion of pre-Christmas celebration on December 7.

Beneficiaries pose for a group photo during the camp conducted under the NPCB and co-sponsored by the Chakhroma Public Organisation 
(CPO) in Medziphema.

Alleged FGN cadre along with the seized arms.

Secretary of RD, Kelei Zeliang along with others releasing the booklets during RD Officers conference on 
December 7.

Chief guest and the guest of honour alongwith other dignitaries after the inauguration of jubilee monolith 
on December 6.

CNTC to observe 5th anniversary
Central Nagaland Tribes Council (CNTC) has 
announced to observe its 5th anniversary at the 
Town Hall, Dimapur, on December 8 at 11 am. The 
Council, through its media cell, has informed all 
units, concerned organisations and well-wishers 
to attend the programme. Alemtemshi Jamir, 
retired chief secretary; K Nzimongo Ngully, retired 
secretary; and HK Khulu, retired additional chief 
secretary would exhort the gathering.

CTF endorses clean election
Chakhesang Thinkers’ Forum (CTF) has held its first 
general meeting on December 4 at CBCD, wherein 
it deliberated on the various issues confronting the 
Naga society today. While agreeing with the stand 
of the NBCC on clean election, the Forum urged 
the electorates to take the forthcoming election 
seriously and elect honest and God fearing leaders 
for the better future of Nagaland.

NSCN mourns death
GPRN/NSCN has mourned the untimely demise of 
Siebu, Tatar from Angami Region, who passed away 
on December 4 due to illness. According to GPRN/
NSCN, Siebu joined the national service in the year 
2008 and served the nation with utmost sincerity 
and commitment till her last breath. The GPRN/
NSCN has conveyed condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.

IVRD notifies residents 
In view of the ensuing Christmas and New Year 
celebrations Industrial Village Razhüphe Dimapur 
(IVRD) has requested all the villagers as well as the 
shopkeepers within the village to clean and decorate 
their homes by installing a star as per their own 
capacities and join in the celebration with the rest 
of world to welcome the birth of Jesus Christ. The 
village council secretary Kenei Angami and the Head 
GB cum village chairman TL Angami have conveyed 
best wishes for Christmas and a happy New Year. 

DC notifies arms license holders
In view of the forthcoming general election scheduled 
in 2018, Deputy Commissioner, Wokha, Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon has informed all the arms licenses 
holders under Wokha district to produce their arms/
weapon and arms license for verification to the 
nearest Police Station as per address given in their 
arms license before December 20. The DC informed 
that non compliance would lead to cancellation of 
license as per appropriate section of law.

NSCN (R) UT- 1 mourns 
NSCN (R) UT-1 has mourned the demise of  Maho 
Lotha, Leacy of UT-1, who  breathed his last on 
December 5 following prolonged illness in Dimapur. 
In a condolence, Khekato Kinny, kilonser cum 
supervisor of UT-1, stated that Maho  had served the 
Naga nation with utmost sincerity and dedication 
in all his assigned works. NSCN (R) in a condolence 
message issued by its MIP lamented that his 
demise was a loss to the region in general and the 
NSCN (R) in particular. NSCN (R) UT-1 has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved family members and 
prayed to the Almighty God to grant the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Hrüyio promotes his book
Hriiyio Paul Naga, an alumnus of St. Joseph’s College 
Jakhama, visited the college to promote his book 
titled ‘The word i hate love.’ The book was published 
by Educreation Publishing House, New Delhi. He 
is currently pursuing film direction in Creo Valley 
School of Film, Bangalore. The book is currently 
available on Flipkart, Amazon, and Kindle at INR 
260.

ANDMSA convenes meet
ANDMSA has convened a meeting on December 12 
at 11 AM at the conference hall of Changki Mentsu, 
Kohima. All the unit presidents and secretaries are 
requested to attend the meeting positively.

News iN Brief

Pughoboto town wins 
sub-division clean award

Award was given away 
by Ahikali Swu, wife of  
MLA Vikheho Swu to the 
Adhoc Town Committee 
Pughoboto. The award 
carries cash award of  Rs 
5 lakh and citation.

Marking the celebra-
tions, Pughoboto SDPDB 
also presented gifts to 
senior citizens and per-
sons with special needs 
o f  P u g h o b o t o  t ow n 
sponsored by local MLA 
Vikheho.

Vice chairman of  
Pughoboto Adhoc Town 
Committee, Viyikhu Wot-
sa, has extended greetings. 
The celebrations began 
with opening prayer said 
by pastor Pasang Sherpa 
of  Police Baptist Church, 
while the scripture read-
ing was led by Ghoshili V 
Wotsa, and closing prayer 
was said by pastor Prince 
Rai of  Nepali Baptist 
Church Pughoboto. 

The welcome address 

was delivered by SDO 
(C) Chonpenthung Ezung 
and the vote of  thanks 
was delivered by SDC(C) 
Tiayanger Jamir. Special 
numbers were presented 
by Topeni Shohe, Sen-
ior Group PTBC, NCRC 
Pughoboto, NAP women 
group, junior group PTBC 
and Pilivi Swu.

The prpogramme was 
marked with screening of  
SVEEP campaign film 
“Nana.”

WeATHeR foReCAST iN oTHeR DiSTRiCTS 

Max Min DP RH Rf

WoKHA 18.6 11.2 7.4 51 NIL

ZBT 17.1 9.5 14.3 86 NIL

MoN 19 11.2 12 91 NIL

TUeNSANG 19 13.2 17.2 87 NIL

MKG 20 14.4 13.5 70 NIL

PHeK 18.8 6.2 7.8 72 NIL

KiPHiRe 12 8 8.6 93 NIL

SeCHÜ ZUBZA 20 11 6.6 45 NIL

LoNGLeNG - - - - -

TSeMiNYU 26.7 14.2 12.3 48 NIL

JALUKie 19 11 14.7 81 NIL

MANGKoLeMBA 25 15.4 14.9 58 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Kohima, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Pughoboto town was con-
ferred the annual clean 
award in the sub-division 
among 24 villages.
The award was given away  
during the monthly Pugh-
oboto Sub-Division Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (SDPDB) meeting 
cum pre-Christmas celebra-
tion held on December 7. 
The occasion was marked  
with releasing of  a book 
on growth and progress 
and other developmental 
works under 13 Pughoboto 
Assembly Constituency 
during 2013-17.

Addressing the mam-
moth gathering comprising 
representatives from differ-
ent villages under the sub-
division, Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner and vice 
chairperson of  Pughoboto 
SDPDB, Avelu Ruho laud-
ed the efforts of  the people 
of  area for sincere utilisa-
tion of  the developmental 
funds provided through the 
Local Area Development 
Programme (LADP) fund. 
She expressed hope that the 
festive season would bring 
joy and peace with a hope 
for better future for the sub-
division.

Pastor of  Pughoboto 
Town Baptist Church, Rev. 
Akhato Achumi delivered 
the Christmas message on 
the occasion.

The Clean Pughoboto 

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Following assurance from the 
State government to release 
full amount of  the scholarship 
before Christmas, Eastern Na-
galand College Students’ Union 
(ENCSU) has decided to put 
off  its agitation in abeyance.

ENCSU has acknowledged 
the government’s admission 
for lapses in the system. It ex-
pressed optimism that the sys-
tem would be streamlined from 
next year as assured by the chief  
secretary.  

The union has anticipated 
the report from the SIT and 
the same to be published in 
print media as demanded by 
the union. It has appealed the 
SIT to process and expedite 
the investigation so that the 
truth is revealed and justice is 
delivered.

ENCSU has also expected 
impartial and fair investigation 
leaving no room for doubt and 
misgivings as the union was 
very clear about the reason and 
intention behind the setting up 
of  SIT. The union desired that 
the report should not come to 
conclusion with some compro-
mising solution or the other way 
round as it was never a case of  
argument or false allegations. 

The union has also ac-
knowledged the chief  minister, 
cabinet and the chief  secretary 
on their wise decision.  

The union president M 
Longre Chang and the general 
secretary Wangnei C Jessuhu 
have appealed to all the students 
to have patience and to extend 
cooperation since the govern-
ment had assured to disburse the 
scholarship before Christmas.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): WSBAK youth 
will hold its 71st triennial conference 
from December 15 to 17 to be hosted by 
Nihokhu Baptist Akukuhou on the theme 
‘Youth with a purpose.’

Apart from sermons based on the 
theme, exhortations would be brought by 
renowned figures and upcoming leaders. 
The conference would also comprise of  
skill development seminars, exhibition cum 
sales, stories to tell night and many more 
exciting activities. 

The conference is expected to host 
about 8000 delegates from 167 churches 
under WSBAK. The registration fee would 
be charged at INR 100 per head. The Youth 
Ministry has invited all the youth of  West-
ern Sümi to come and participate in the 
said conference. 

It has also invited the young entrepre-
neurs to avail the opportunity to advertise 
their business during conference which 
would be displayed on the digital screens.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): Bas-
ing on specific information, 
troops of  44 Assam Rifles 
along with police representa-
tive launched an operation in 
Sakchi village under Longleng 
district on December 7 and 
arrested one person with arms 
and ammunition.

According to the Assam 
Rifles press release, the ac-
cused has been identified as 
‘ss’ 2nd Lt Tantet (21), son of  
Chingten of  Sakchi village. 
The accused was reported to 
be a cadre belonging to FGN. 
The troops recovered one .22 
mm pistol with magazine and 
four live rounds. 

The apprehended individ-
ual alongwith recovered items 
were handed over to Police 
Station, Longleng, for further 
investigation, it added.

to multiply their seed money. “Change the 
mindset...transfer culture of  begging into 
culture of giving and somewhere in between 
there will be culture of working,” he said.

Zeliang also impressed upon the BDOs 

to be prepared for the Central Ministry team 
visit in the first week of January 2018 and 
directed all officers to be stationed in their 
respective places of postings compulsorily.

Expressing his happiness at the release of  

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): Outgoing Deputy Commissioner of  
Longleng, Y Denngan Avenoho Phom has lauded the District 
Planning and Development Board (DPDB) members for their 
cooperation and support to the district administration during his 
tenure as DC in Longleng.

The DC had particularly thanked the government officers 
for their active and diligent performance in the service towards 
the welfare of the people despite many shortcomings in terms of  
communication and transportation problems.

Addressing the monthly DPDB meeting held on December 
7 in his office’s conference hall, the outgoing DC urged upon the 
officers to continue their effort for the uplift of the district and 
extend the same cooperation and support to the new Deputy 
Commissioner. He has assured to extend full cooperation to the 
administration to conduct the general election 2018 peacefully 
in the district.

The new Superintendent of Police NC Jamir apprised the 
members to work collectively for the people of the district. He 
pointed out that every department has equal responsibility for 
progress of the district and to maintain peaceful law and order 
in the district. With the consolidate efforts of all the departments 
involved we shall bear both achievement and failure together, 
added the new SP. Meanwhile, the board has recommended 
establishment of Public Health Centre at Yachem EAC HQ. 

The board also decided to sponsor the expenditure for trans-
portation of District Bharat Scout & Guides to participate in the 
golden jubilee celebration of Nagaland State Bharat Scouts & 
Guides scheduled in Kohima from December 14 to 16. In this 
regard, it was decided that every department would contribute 
INR 1000 and submit to the EAC Yongnyah on or before De-
cember 11 without fail.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
A free IOL cataract surgery 
camp under the National 
Programme for Control of  
Blindness (NPCB) and co-
sponsored by the Chakhro-
ma Public Organisation 
(CPO) was held from De-
cember 5 to 7 at Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC), 
Medziphema.

The programme began 
with the SMO Dr. N Sezo 
as the chairman, while 
short speeches were de-
livered by CPO president 
Vichütuolie Mere and Dr. 
Asonla Aying Chang, sen-
ior specialist DHD. The 
inaugural prayer was said 
by pastor Vicha Kuotsu of  
CRC Loliba Medziphema 

town.
Meanwhile, CPO has 

thanked Dr. Asonla Ay-
ing Chang and her medi-
cal team for attending the 
three day camp. It has also 
thanked the SMO Dr. N 
Sezo and his team for assist-
ing in all the activities. CPO 
has also thanked SASRD, 
Nagaland University for 

the accommodation, ADC 
Medziphema Vikhweno 
Chale and M/s Swift Tour 
Enterprise, Medziphema, 
for their support in making 
the camp a grand success.

During the camp, 31 
operations were conducted, 
while five cases of bilateral 
and four cases of total blind-
ness were operated upon.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Yingli College, the brain 
child of  the Association of  
Phom Graduates and Of-
ficers (APGO) celebrated 
its silver jubilee on De-
cember 6 with S Pangnyu 
Phom, Advisor of  DUDA 
& NEPED, and BS Ngan-
lang Phom, parliamentary 
secretary of  Land Resourc-
es & Excise, as the chief  
guest and guest of  honour 
respectively. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Pangnyu congratu-
lated APGO for having 
the visions for the future 
generation. He appealed 
to the faculty members to 
make Yingli College as a 
role model in imparting 
quality education to the 
students and to adopt job 
orientation course and skill 
development education to 
provide job opportunity to 
the students. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, BS Nganlang 
called upon the faculty 
members to emphasise on 
human resource develop-
ment for all round develop-
ment. He also called upon 
the gathering to honour the 
pioneers and to continue 
working hard for the devel-
opment of  the college. 

He exhorted to focus on 
the future development of  
the lone college of  the dis-
trict with a commitment.    

Dr. L Anjo Keikung, 
first general secretary and 
former president of  APGO, 
urged upon the faculty 
members to continue to 
strive for excellence to up-
lift the college to greater 
height. He also appealed 
to the students to fulfil 
the dreams and visions of  
the pioneers through hard 
work and dedication with 
commitment.  Greetings 

were proposed by Arup 
Borgohain, son of  Prof. 
K Borgohain, founder 
Principal Yingli College; 
P Chingan, president PPC; 
Y Denngan Avennoho 
Phom, DC Longleng; E 
Ongha Phom, chairman 
Bhumnyu village coun-
cil; YB Angam, president 
APGO and former CMC 
chairman; Dr. Kongyan, 
former president APGO 
and secretary of  the col-
lege organising committee. 
Exhortation was delivered 
by T Imdong Phom, first 
president APGO.

The celebration began 
with the singing of  college 
anthem presented by the 
alma mater, while the invo-
cation was said by Y Nuklu 
Phom, executive secretary 
PBCA, followed by wel-
come address by the col-
lege principal K Hokheto 
Sumi.

Kohima, Dec. 7 (EMN): Two booklets 
namely ‘Detail list of  VDBs (1980-81 to 
2016-17)’ and ‘Detail list of  VDB fixed 
deposit & VDB welfare fund’ were released 
during the Rural Development Department 
Officers’ conference held at the conference 
hall of  the RD Directorate, Kohima, on 
December 7.

Speaking on the occasion, secretary of  
RD, Kelei Zeliang stressed on the impor-
tance to uplift the economic livelihood of the 
village people and invited all PDs and BDOs 
to come up with innovative schemes depend-
ing on the feasibility under their respective 
blocks. He also urged upon the officers to 
visit each village often and function accord-
ing to their needs to ensure that each village 
under their respective blocks are benefitted 
from the schemes being implemented.

Maintaining that Nagas have developed 
a culture of  begging, he called upon them 
to make it a point to educate the people 

the booklets, he urged upon all the officers 
to thoroughly read the book as to improve 
their understanding of the department and 
its activities.

Director of  RD, Metsubo Jamir sug-
gested the BDOs to take up bigger schemes 
and leave a good legacy behind from serving 
as BDOs. He also advised making use of the 
booklets to identify the performing and non-
performing VDBs in their block.

The RD director also inaugurated the 
Nagaland Rural Development Service As-
sociation (NRDSA) office chamber and 
Multi-Utility Hall at RD Directorate.

The programme was chaired by joint 
director of  MGNREGA, Asangla T Aier, 
while the vote of  thanks was proposed by 
joint director of  PMAY-G/PLN, Imnuk-
shila.

Earlier, consultative meetings were also 
held separately with BDOs, engineers and 
account officers.
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Resource person Mandeep Singh of Mindscan Education addressing the 
career guidance event.

Men from the Sumi tribe kick during a feature of the Dec. 7 events of the Hornbill Festival. The Sumi men   
are engaged in ‘Apukhu Akikiti’ (Sumi for ‘leg fighting’), an indigenous martial game of the community. 

The top-four contestants of Naga Chef, season-five.

Men from the Ao Naga tribe perform a war dance during the Dec. 7 cultural event of the Hornbill Festival in Kohima. 
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Way of the hornbill

Naga Chef season-five gets the recipe hot

Knowing what the Voters’ Paper Audit is

Soft skills and career counselling 
underway in Mokokchung

Mokokchung 
officers discuss 
poll duties

Shopping arcade tenants 
report abduction, looting

EM Images

EM Images

EM Images

Girls are tough too: Immanuel College 
hosts self-defence classes

The kick says it all. The women cell of Immanuel College conducted self-defence classes from Dec. 4 to the 6th. The event 
saw attendance of ‘all the female students’ besides lecturers of the college, updates informed. The training was conducted 
by taekwondo team Faith in Action led by their head Deb Kumar, a note from the organisers informed on Wednesday. 
“Various steps and techniques of self-defence were taught which would be helpful in protecting oneself in different 
situations,” the note explained. The final day of the training concluded with the Faith in Action team displaying some of 
their skills ‘which was an added bonus for all,’ the organisers added.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
An organisation of  ten-
ants at the Naga Shopping 
Arcade in Dimapur has de-
nounced what it reports to 
be a case of  abduction and 
looting of  a representa-
tive of  the Development 
Authority of  Nagaland 
(Dan). The Tenants Asso-
ciation at Naga Shopping 
Arcade, Supermarket, is-
sued a press release on 
Thursday threatening with 
a bandh if  the authorities 
do not do the needful to 
ensure justice.

‘The Tenants Associa-
tion, Naga Shopping Ar-
cade, Supermarket, strong-
ly condemns the abduction, 
looting of  money, snatch-
ing of  mobile phones and 
harassment, both mentally 
and physically, meted out 
to the secretary of  De-
velopment Authority of  
Nagaland and his family 
by unidentified miscreants 
on Dec. 3 2017,’ the press 
release informed. 

‘This is yet another issue 

about protection of  civil-
ians,’ the organisation stat-
ed. The group has urged the 
law-enforcing authorities to 
take the case seriously and 
“to give stern punishment 
as per the law and bring 
justice to the victim and the 
family within one week” or 
there will be complete band 
(sic) in entire supermarket 
Dimapur area.’

The tenants have as-
sured support and coopera-
tion ‘on any action taken to 
restore peace and security 
in the state.’

More caution 
Another organisation 

has cautioned the public 
to be wary of  criminal 
elements that might try to 
take advantage of  the fes-
tive season and to commit 
crime.  The New Market 
Business Owners’ Associa-
tion issued a press release 
on Thursday.

“The onset of  festive 
season ironically is also 
an opportune time for 
anti-social elements tak-

ing every chance to create 
disharmony, dupe public, 
commit theft and robbery 
amidst rush of  people in 
the market,” the organisa-
tion stated.

“While the New Market 
Business Owners’ Associa-
tion remains on tight vigil 
against such anti-social 
elements within its jurisdic-
tion, the public visiting the 
market are advised to be 
alert and report any such 
incidences to its office for 
addressing the issues.” 

Also, the organisation 
informed about ban on the 
sale of  calendars and lot-
tery / raffle draws within 
its jurisdiction. Business-
men are asked to report 
such cases.

“The business estab-
lishments in New Market 
are urged to keep their 
premises clean and hygi-
enic and decorate their 
respective shops with il-
luminations during this 
festive season,” the group 
added.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 7: It was 
martial day. Members of  
the Sumi community on 
Thursday demonstrated 
at the Hornbill Festival 
at Kisama in Kohima an 
indigenous game they 
called ‘Apukhu Akikiti’ 
(Sumi for ‘leg fighting’). 
The showcase was for the 
morning session of  a seg-
ment ‘Culturally Yours.’ 
Similarly, members of  the 
Ao community performed 
for visitors a dance form 
depicting battles of  yore. 
The narrative continued in  
the performances of  vari-
ous other fellow tribes.     

Apukhu Akikiti is a 
traditional game played 
by Sumi men. It is usually 
played between two men. 
However, an expert if  he so 
challenges, can play against 
two juniors at a time. This 
game is also a competition 
of  skills and strength in 
which players attempt to 
bring down the opponent 
by kicking. 

A player who touches 
the ground ‘even with his 
finger’ loses. However, 
there is a strict rule that a 
participant should never be 
kicked after he is down.
Of wars 

Another highlight to 
the segment was an Ao 
cultural group perform-
ing ‘Arpu Tsungsang’ (Ao 
for ‘war dance’). In the 
past, as tales of  antiqui-
ties go, when headhunting 
was practiced by the Naga 
forefathers, Ao warriors 
have had to fight enemies 
to protect their people and 

village. When faced with 
the enemy in battle, they 
marched forward with loud 
war caries. 
And victory 

Another highlight came 
from the Khiamniungan. 
A cultural group from the 
community performed ‘Elie 
zuihang’ (‘victory dance’) 
during the morning session 
of  Culturally Yours.

The dance depicted vil-
lagers returning to their vil-
lage after a successful raid. 
The Elie zuihang dance 
is performed with vigour 
and represents a resolve 
to renew their strength to 
defend their village. The 
message here is that unity is 
the source of  strength.
And celebrations  

The Pochury commu-
nity was not far behind: A 
cultural group performed 
‘Miirii Kowthring’ (folk 
dance) during the session 
too.

 The Miirii Kowtrhing 
is a folk dance and song 
celebrating a successful 
hunt. In the performance 
the dancers challenge their 
friends to counting the 
numbers of  animals they 
hunted down during the 
hunting expedition.
With merrymaking and 
feasts 

The Yimchungrii tribe 
also sang for the visitors a 
song about feasts. In the 
olden days, a feast is organ-
ized to showcase one’s cred-
ibility, possession, wealth 
and popularity and to gain 
higher social status. At the 
appointed time the host 
invites his close associates, 
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Tribes represent the Naga lore in a single event 

friends and neighbours, 
village elders and all the 
folks in general to the feast. 
The invitees and guests are 
offered special rice beer 
and food followed by mer-
rymaking. The gathering 
then acknowledges the phe-
nomenal gesture of the host 
and invokes their blessings 
upon the host’s family
Marking the event

The Chang, another 
fabled community, also had 
more thrills for the visitors. 
A Chang cultural group 
performed ‘Khiing Pupbii’ 
(Chang for a ritual in which 
foreheads of  women are 
tattooed) during the after-
noon session of  ‘Culturally 

Yours’ at Naga Heritage 
village, Kisama.

In the  olden days, 
Changsang was divided 
into four clans namely the 
Ung, the Kangshou, the 
Lomou and the Hongang. 
According to traditions, 
the foreheads of ladies were 
tattooed as a mark of  iden-
tification. Initially, this was 
practiced only by women of  
the Ung Clan. However, the 
other clans also followed 
the practice gradually.
Chief  of  Eastern Com-
mand visits festival 

Lieutenant General Ab-
hay Krishna, general officer 
commandant-in-chief  of   
the Eastern Command vis-

ited Kohima on Dec. 6.
The commander re-

viewed the security situ-
ation in Nagaland and 
discussed various projects 
being undertaken by the 
security forces in Naga-
land. He interacted with 
the governor of  Nagaland 
PB Acharya and the chief  
minister of  Nagaland TR 
Zeliang and other civil dig-
nitaries, updates on Thurs-
day informed.

Lieutenant General 
Krishna also attended 
the Hornbill Festival as 
the chief  guest on Dec. 7. 
During the occasion, he 
complimented the people 
of  Nagaland on the occa-
sion of  statehood which 
was achieved on Dec. 1 
1963. He expressed joy to 
be a part of  the festival and 
complimented the people 
of  Nagaland for having 
transformed the Hornbill 
Festival into a ‘global’ event 
within a short time. 

Addressing the people 
Lieutenant General Krish-
na said, “The cultural herit-
age, the traditional commu-
nity living and uniqueness 
is an example for all of  us 
to learn and imbibe and 
this must be preserved.” He 
stated that “all should dedi-
cate themselves in shaping 
a very peaceful progressive 
and developed Nagaland 
and in that Assam Rifles 
and army will be there to 
assist you in whatsoever 
manner possible,” the up-
dates quoted him as having 
said during the event.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung,  Dec.  7 
(EMN): A three-day soft 
skills and career counsel-
ling event got underway 
with Vikas Rai of  Bridge 
Human Capital Solutions 
in Gurgaon; and Mandeep 
Singh of  Mindscan Educa-
tion as resource persons.

The programme was 
conducted under the ae-
gis of  the department of  
Labour.

Giving an overview 
of  the training, Vikas Rai 
said that soft skill train-
ing for labourers in Na-
galand was the outcome 
of  the initiative of  Dr. 
Niephrezo , parliamentary 
Secretary for Labour and 
Employment, skill devel-
opment Entrepreneurship, 
who ‘took a keen interest 
to take up the training’ 
through the department 
of  Labour.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
The monthly meeting of  
the District Planning and 
Development Board of  
Mokokchung district for 
the month of  December 
was conducted on Dec. 7 in 
Mokokchung. The deputy 
commissioner of  Mokok-
chung district,  Sachin 
Jaiswal, presided over the 
meeting.

Jaiswal referred to an 
earlier notification to all the 
departments in the district 
directing submission of  
the list of  personnel and 
vehicle for the forthcom-
ing elections. The deputy 
commissioner asked the 
departments that have not 
yet submitted the list to do 
so at the earliest. He has 
asked all in concern to ‘take 
confirmation from the elec-
tion branch in case of  any 
confusion.’

The administrator also 
talked about streamlin-
ing procedures concern-
ing returning officers (RO) 
and associated officers 
and sector magistrates for 
the forthcoming assembly 
elections.  Jaiswal gave a 
brief  explanation about the 
functioning of  the VVPAT 
machine as well.

Sachin Jaiswal while 
requesting all the heads of  
offices to work as a team 
for the smooth conduct 
of  the elections, he said 
to expect ‘all seriousness’ 
from them. The officers 
were asked to brief  their 
respective staff  regarding 
election duties. He warned 
of  actions against any of-
ficial not complying with 
the rules of  election and 
related matters.

The deputy commis-
sioner, also the president 
of  the district sports coun-
cil, informed the board 
that the district would be 
competing with a contin-
gent of  170 sportspersons 
in 10 disciplines during 
the forthcoming Nagaland 
Olympics to be held at Di-
mapur from Dec. 12 to 
the 16th. Informing the 
officials about shortage 
of  funds, he appealed for 
support from the heads of  
offices.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
The brew is getting hot-
ter. Six contestants of  the 
Naga Chef  season-five 
faced round five ‘pressure 
task’ in the cooking com-
petition on Dec. 7. 

A press  re lease on 
Thursday informed that 
the top-six contestants 
were given a ‘mystery bas-
ket’ each to cook a main 
course within 60 minutes. 
The guest of  honour for 
the Naga Chef ’s round-
five was Sumit Mitra, 
board member of  Godrej 
Industries and associated 
companies.

The winner  of  the 
‘pressure task’ according to 
Team Godrej was Khuru-
satolu Chuzho; and Shiu-
mai Konyak and Yuhgang 

Konyak, first and second 
runners-up respectively. 
Mitra also gave away a 
cash prize to the young-
est contestant Nisi Chase 
‘for showing and inspiring 
the younger generation to 
chase and liven up their 
dreams in cooking,’ the 
updates informed. 

The contestants’ scores 
were based on their culi-
nary skills, aesthetic and 
communication skills. Out 
of  six competitors, two 
were eliminated and four 
cooks were selected to 
contest round-six, ‘just 
desserts’ round, under the 
aegis of  Synergy Group 
Enterprises and supported 
by the department of  Tour-
ism.

The  top - four  con -

A DIPR feature
Dimapur, Dec. 7: The 
Voter Verifiable Paper Au-
dit Trail (VVPAT) is an in-
dependent system attached 
with the Electronic Voting 
Machine (EVM) that al-
lows the voters to verify 
that their votes are cast as 
intended.

The VVPAT is attached 
to the ballot unit of  the 
EVM and both the ballot 
unit and the VVPAT are 
placed in the voting com-
partment. The VVPAT 
has a small transparent 
glass window on it. When 
a voter comes to vote and 
presses the blue button on 
the ballot unit to vote for 
the candidate, the glass 
window on the VVPAT 
lights up. A printed paper 
slip containing the serial 
number, name of  the can-
didate and election symbol 
of  the candidate is then 
visible to the voter from 
behind the glass window. 
The voter witnesses all 
these details on the paper 
slip and is satisfied that 
the vote has been cast as 
intended.

The printed paper slip 
remains visible to the voter 
through the transparent 
glass window for seven 
seconds. After seven sec-
onds, the printed paper slip 
gets automatically cut and 
falls into the sealed printed 
paper slip compartment / 
drop box of  the VVPAT 
below followed by a beep 
sound. Thereafter the light 
goes off  behind the glass 
window. 

During counting, af-
ter the votes have been 
counted using the control 
unit of  the EVM and the 
result sheet is prepared 
and announced by the re-
turning officer (RO), the 
candidate / election agent 
/ counting agent may ap-
ply in writing to the RO 

to count the printed paper 
slips accumulated in the 
drop box of  the VVPAT in 
respect of  any polling sta-
tion giving the reasons for 
such requests.

In such a case, the RO 
shall, pass a speaking order 
on whether the counting of  
paper slips shall be done 
or not. While deciding the 
matter the RO shall give 
consideration to factors 
like the total number of  
votes polled in that poll-
ing station and the mar-
gin of  votes between the 
winning candidate and 
the candidate making the 
application; whether the 
EVM met with any defect 
and was replaced during 
the poll at that polling sta-
tion or whether there was 

any complaint about the 
VVPAT at that polling sta-
tion during poll.

In cases that the RO 
decides to allow counting 
of  the printed paper slips 
of  any polling station, the 
same shall be done and the 
printed paper slips count 
shall be considered in the 
result sheet.

The Election Commis-
sion of  India has directed 
that from now on, VVPAT 
shall be used with EVMs 
at all the polling stations 
in all the future elections 
to the Parliament and state 
legislative assemblies. The 
VVPAT is thus going to en-
hance the transparency and 
verifiability in poll process. 
(Source: chief  electoral of-
ficer, Nagaland)

testants are Rokokhono 
Nyekha, Nisi Chase, Shui-
mai Phom and Khurusa-
tolu Chuzho.  

The judges for the day 

were Sentila T Yanger, 
Chef  Joel Basumatari, 
Alemjungla Jamir and 
Kevitsu Doze.

The winner of  Naga 

Chef  season-five will walk 
away with a cash prize of  
three lakh; and surprise 
gifts for the top-three con-
testants, it was informed.
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Kolkata, Dec. 7 (IANS): Stating 
that international border security is 
of  top priority to the government, 
Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday said a multi-
layered “Border Protection Grid” 
(BPG) will be set up across the 
country’s border.

“The total length of  India-
Bangladesh border covering five 
states is 4,096 km, of which 3,006 km 
has been fenced. But the remaining 
1,090 km of border is not fenced yet. 

“We have decided to implement 
technological solutions in this 
region which can also be termed 
as non-physical barrier,” Singh said 
after holding a meeting here on 
developmental security issues at the 
India-Bangladesh border with the 
chief  ministers of  states bordering 
Bangladesh.

“Of the non-fenced areas, 684 
km would be secured with fence 
and related infrastructures. The 

remaining 406 km of  border area 
would come under non-physical 
barriers as fencing in these places is 
not feasible,” he said, adding that the 
non-physical barriers would be first 
implemented in the Dhubri sector 
of Assam.

The minister said that apart 
from the physical and non-physical 
barriers, the entire India-Bangladesh 
border would be brought under a 
“Border Protection Grid” for fool-
proof security.

“The grid will comprise various 
elements including physical and 
non-physical barriers, surveillance 
systems, intelligence agencies, state 
police, Border Security Force (BSF) 
and other state and central agencies,” 
Singh said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e 
implementation and functioning 
of BPG would be supervised at the 
state level by a standing committee 
chaired by the respective state’s 

Chief Cecretary.
“ A l t h o u g h  b u l k  o f  

infrastructure is in place or under 
construction, the building of  
infrastructure in some parts is yet 
to commence mainly due to land 
acquisition issues,” a statement 
said,  adding that the Home 
Minister urged the chief  ministers 
to take personal interest to expedite 
land acquisition in the interest of  
national security.

Terming the border inhabitants 
as strategic assets to the country, the 
Home Minister said bringing quick 
development in the bordering areas 
while maintaining the security was 
the focus of the present regime.

He said major issues like cattle 
smuggling, human trafficking, cross-
border smuggling of  arms, drugs 
and fake Indian currency notes were 
discussed at length at the meeting 
and urged the concerned states to be 
more vigilant on issue of infiltration.

“We share a friendly relationship 
with Bangladesh, but security 
environment is a dynamic issue. 
Also, not having a completely fenced 
border is a problem. The terrorist 
organisations can misuse the land 
of neighbouring Bangladesh. That’s 
why we need to be extremely 
vigilant,” Singh pointed out.

Claiming that the insurgent 
forces in the northeast India had 
been largely brought under control, 
Singh said the government was 
keeping an eye on the insurgent 
groups that had taken refuge in the 
neighbouring country. 

“The issue of  insurgency in 
the Northeast is largely under 
control but there are a few insurgent 
groups have taken refuge in the 
bordering areas of  Bangladesh. 
Because Bangladesh is our friendly 
country, we would take their help 
to keep these groups under strict 
surveillance,” he added.

Shillong, Dec. 7 (IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit Meghalaya, 
where elections are due early next year, on 
December 16 to launch the BJP campaign 
and inaugurate a party office in the state.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh was 
supposed to inaugurate the Bharatiya 
Janata Party office here on Thursday but 
he cancelled his visit.

“Modi will spearhead the election 

campaign on December 16 at Polo 
Ground. His campaign will boost the 
party’s prospects in the state,” state BJP 
President Shibun Lyngdoh told IANS.

The Congress-led Meghalaya United 
Alliance government has been in power 
for two consecutive terms.

The BJP, which had no presence in the 
assembly, hopes to win 40 of the 60 seats 
in the Meghalaya Assembly.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Christmas is a time of  
sharing love, forgiveness, 
peace and brotherhood 
a m o n g  o n e  a n o t h e r. 
To be able to celebrate a 
pure Christmas people 
should be clean at heart, 
but in this materialistic 
world  people  tend to 
gain more importance on 
worldly things to celebrate 
Christmas, Vicar General, 
Diphu diocese of Believers 
Church, Rongjangphong 
Rev. Fr. N Khumba said 
during the Pre-Christmas 
celebration at Bridge of  
Hope (BOH) study centre at 
Kakoti Ronghang village, on 
Dec. 5, Tue.

The pre-Chris tmas 

ce lebra t ion  has  been 
organised by BOH, Kakoti 
Ronghang village study 
centre of Believers Church, 
Rongjangphong, Diphu.  

The BOH of  Believers 
Church is a study centre, 
where underprivileged 
school children studying 
in different schools come 
together in the evening and 
are helped to study whatever 
lessons are being taught 
in their respective classes. 
Study materials including 
uniforms, umbrellas, school 
bags and blankets for winter 
are also given children from 
the BOP.

Re v.  F r.  K h u m b a 
lamented that in present day, 
worldly attachment is given 
more importance and people 

are becoming short sighted 
about the celebration of  
Christmas. To many people 
celebration of  Christmas 
means feasting, having new 
cloths and decorated houses. 
But the real Christmas 
should be clean at heart, 
forgiveness and building 
up peace in order to accept 
Christ in own hearts, he said.

“Christ do not ask from 
us to have decorated homes, 
good dresses and big feasts, 
but whast he wants from us 
is clean heart and soul to be 
able to accept him,” Rev. Fr. 
Khumba said.

Rev. Fr. Kumba urged 
the gathering to be more 
forgiving, peaceful and 
repentance to make this 
Christmas more meaningful.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec. 7 (EMN): The 19th 
martyrs’ day was observed by 
Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation 
Front (KLNLF), an armed 
organisation in Karbi Anglong 
who is now in ceasefire with the 
central government.

The day was observed at 
Taralangso designated camp on 
Dec. 6 Wed.

Chairman of  Joint Action 
Committee for Autonomous 
State (JACAS) Khorsing Teron 
expressed his confusion as to why 
the people of  Karbi Anglong 
despite of  continues movement 
and demands are yet to attain 
statehood while citing that certain 
things are needed to be corrected.

“Despite the several decades 
of movement witnessed in Karbi 
Anglong for autonomous state, 
it has been a failure and the 
reason is mistakes are committed 
somewhere. The mistake is done 
by our elected leaders of  MP, 
MLAs and MAC. They are the 
wrong doers who create problems 
by taking the issue of autonomous 
state,” Teron said. He urged the 
masses to support the parties by 
positively taking the autonomous 

state issue in right direction.’
A paper presentation was also 

presented about the aims and 
objectives and activities of  the 
organisation which stated that in 
seven years of  peace talks with 
central government, the KLNLF 
has taken its own initiative. 

Due to non support from 
elected representatives like MP, 
MLAs and MAC and masses 
there are troubles and difficulties 
faced in the course of  peace 
process. 

There is seen leadership crises 
among the social organisations 
as there is no one  to lead the 
Karbi society to the  progressive 
path. The powers and authority 
of  KAAC is losing to the state 
government now. The KLNLF 
fully support the Delhi Chalo’ 
being organised by autonomous 
state demanding parties scheduled 
for Dec. 19. The KLNLF leaders 
and cadres will also take part 
in this programme, KLNLF 
presentation said.

President, Karbi Cultural 
Society (KCS) Chandra Sing Kro 
said that the Karbi society is now 
standing at a cliff with confusions 
and troubles everywhere. In 

border areas the forest land are 
being encroached and outsiders 
are increasing in numbers. Within 
the community is seen disunity 
and losing confidence among 
each other. Everyone is going 
their own way and there is no 
time for the society, Kro said. He 
wished success for Delhi Chalo’.

He urged the  younger 
generation to fill up the gap as the 
older generations are losing their 
physical and mental strength in 
order to lead the Karbi society.

P r e s i d e n t , 
KANCHASDCOM Ajit Timung 
also urged the public to support 
the KLNLF on their demand 
on Article 3 i.e. separate state 
as well as the autonomous state 
demanding parties like JACAS 
and KANCHASDCOM.    

Chairman, KLNLF P. Dilli 
urged the people to extend  
support  the demands of KLNLF 
in order to end the peace process 
with central government.

General secretary, KLNLF 
Thong Teron; Publicity secretary 
Rijak Dera and other ranks and 
files of the organisations  including 
leaders from social organisations 
attended the Martyrs’ day.

Dimapur. Dec. 7 (EMN): 
T h e  E a s t e r n  A r m y 
Commander, Lieutenant 
General Abhay Krishna, 
UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM 
arrived Manipur on a two 
day visit on Dec. 7 and 8th. 
This was stated in a press 
release issued by Inspector 
General Assam Rif les 
(South).

T h e  s e n i o r  a r m y 
commander is said to be 
responsible for ensuring 
security of  the Indian 
eastern borders as well as 
for countering insurgency in 
Northeast India. 

The release mentions 
that the army commander 
was  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant General Anil 
Chauhan, AVSM, SM, 
VSM, General Officer 
Commanding 3 Corps.

The army commander 

was briefed on the prevailing 
security situation in the state 
by the Head of Assam Rifles 
in Manipur - Major General 
Virendra Singh. 

The army commander 
according to the release 
reviewed the operational 
p r e p a r e d n e s s  o f  t h e 
formations and appreciated 
the endeavours of  Security 
Forces while lauding the 
effor ts of  the soldiers 
for ensuring peace and 
tranquillity in the state 
and also asked them to 
continue the good work in a 
professional manner and in 
the true spirit of “Friends of  
the Manipur”.

Further the release also 
mentions that the army 
commander also called on 
the Governor of  Manipur, 
Dr Najama Heptulla. 

G e n e r a l  K r i s h n a 

conveyed his warm greetings 
and good wishes to the 
people of  Manipur and 
congratulated the state on 
the successful conduct of the 
Sangai Festival. 

During the interaction, 
the security situation of  
Manipur is also said to 
have been discussed and 
the close coordination and 
interaction between the state 
government and security 
forces was highlighted and 
well appreciated.  General 
Chauhan, while conveying 
the unstinted support of  
his forces for ensuring the 
well being of  the state, 
emphasised on the fact that 
both army and Assam rifles 
are focused on empowering 
the children, women and 
youth of the state to attain 
financial sustainability and 
a secure future.

Guwahati, Dec. 7 (PTI): Assam Assembly 
Speaker Hitendranath Goswami today 
urged lawmakers to understand the rights 
of  children and adolescents and involve 
the public in resolving their issues and 
problems.

He also urged mediapersons to focus 
on health, hygiene, nutrition, education 
and child protection issues in hill areas, 
tea gardens, forest villages and those 
displaced by flood, erosion and other 
natural disasters.

“Lawmakers represent the public 
and it is they who should partner the 
government and help in resolving the 
problems faced by different sections of  
the people, particularly children and 
adolescents,” Goswami said.

“If  the problem persists even after it is 
highlighted, then we all fail”, he said while 
speaking at the Media Fellowship Awards 
programme organised by the UNICEF 
and the Krishna Kanta Handique State 
Open University (KKHSOU) here.

Altogether 18 journalists from the print 
and electronic media along with two teams 
of  Young Reporters were awarded at the 
programme.

Goswami lauded the mediapersons 
who received the awards and urged them 
to not just highlight problems but also 
ensure that it is resolved.

Leader of  the opposition in the state 
Assembly Debabrata Saikia said it is easy 
to make laws but concerted efforts must be 
made to implement the laws.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 7 (EMN): As 
announced earlier, Manipur 
Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution Minister 
Karam Shyam continues to 
ride bicycle to attend office 
every Thursdays. 

On Dec. 7, Thursday, 
he rode his bicycle straight 
to Imphal International 
Airport from his official 
quarter in Imphal, covering a 
distance of around 8 km on 
Thursday on the ground that 
he will not be attending the 
office as he had a flight for 
Guwahati to attend meeting 
of all Consumers Affairs and 
Public Distribution ministers 
of NE states to discuss issues 
on petroleum and natural 
gas.

Many onlookers in 
Imphal were surprised 

when they saw the minister 
accompanied by three of  

his staffs, riding his black 
mountain bike along the 

busy roads of  Imphal on 
Thursday taking around 

30 minutes to reach the 
airport.  

O n  r e a c h i n g  t h e 
airport, Minister Shyam 
told reporters who followed 
the historic bicycle ride 
that the main idea of  his 
initiative is to spread the 
awareness  among the 
masses particularly to the 
youngsters to conserve fuel 
and lead a healthy life.

Minister Shyam had 
announced  to  a t t end 
office by riding bicycle to 
conserve fuel during a fuel 
conservation programme in 
Imphal on Nov. 26, 2017. 
Since then he began cycle 
ride on every Thursday 
from his official residence 
at Sanjenthong till his office 
at Old Secretariat both in 
Imphal, covering about 1 
km.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 7 (EMN): A Manipur based Institute of  
Bio-resources and Sustainable Development (IBSD), 
National Institute of Department of Biotechnology 
, government of India, has signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) with the government of  
Meghalaya for operationalizing IBSD Meghalaya this 
month, according to official sources.

The MoU was signed by Director Prof Dinabandhu 
Sahoo of   IBSD and Director D Syiemiong of  
Agriculture Department, Government of Meghalaya.

IBSD Meghalaya is said to function from both 
Shillong and Tura. 

The main mandate of IBSD is ‘the development 
of  Bioresources and their sustainable use through 
biotechnological interventions for the socio-economic 
growth of the north eastern region,’ stated a release 
issued by IBSD. 

According to Director Prof Dinabandhu Sahoo 
of  IBSD, the IBSD Meghalaya will aim to bring 
convergence of different state departments, national 
institutes and universities to develop biotechnological 
interventions, technological packages and also 
undertake human resources development for 
sustainable utilization of bio-resources for creation of  
jobs and economic development of the State.

“We are grateful to Chief  Minister Dr Mukul 
M Sangma of  Meghalaya and the officers of  the 
departments of agriculture and urban affairs who have 
provided critical support for the operationalisation of  
IBSD Meghalaya,” he added.

Considering the tourism potential because of  
availability of the cherry bloom trees in abundance 
in Shillong and also to connect the hill town in 
North East India with the rest of the world, IBSD in 
collaboration with the Meghalaya government have 
been continuously organising first and two other 
editions of International Cherry Blossom festival in 
Shillong during the month of November since 2016.  

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Northeast Frontier Railway 
Women Welfare Organisation 
(NFRWWO) celebrated the 
World Disability Day on Dec. 
7 at Luitgarh club, Nambari, 
Maligaon, stated a press 
release issued by Chief Public 
Relations Officer NF Railway.

Students  o f  “Sneha 
school,” a school run for 
Dibangya child by NFRWWO 
p e r f o r m e d  v a r i o u s 
performances on the occasion. 

Sunita Singh, President of  
NFRWWO along-with other 
members were also present. 
President of  NFRWWO 
gave away prizes to winner 
of  Drawing, Painting and 
Essay competition which 
was held on Sep. 10 and 17th 

respectively. 
There are altogether 13 

Dibangya child in the school 
between age group 3 to 15 yrs. 

President of  NFRWWO 

also distributed mementos 
to Railway staff  for showing 
efficiency and sincerity in 
connection with   NFRWWOs 
work during last year.

Aizawl, Dec. 7 (PTI): 
Re g i s t r a t i o n  o f  1 , 6 0 0 
Myanmarese nationals have 
been undertaken to ascertain 
the number of refugees in four 
villages in southern Mizoram’s 
Lawngtlai district, deputy 
commissioner, Arun T said 
today.

T h e  M y a n m a r e s e 
nationals fled their country 
due to clashes between the 
Myanmarese Army and the 

Arakan militants.
The deputy commissioner 

said officials of  the district 
administration were keeping 
a close watch on the refugees 
and e labora te  secur i ty 
arrangements have been 
made.

“We like to see that they 
go back once the fighting 
ends across the border,” 
he said, adding, the district 
administration had to render 

assistance on humanitarian 
grounds.

The refugees, majority of  
them women and children, 
crossed the border an took 
shelter in Hmawngbuchhuah, 
Zochachhuah, Lait lang 
and Dumzautlang villages 
after the Myanmarese Army 
launched a major offensive 
against the Arakan militants 
in Myanmar’s Chin State near 
the Mizoram border.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): On Dec. 5 
an imminent case of  elephant dashing 
was prevented between Jugijan and Hojai 
stations of Lumding Division, stated a press 
release issued by Chief  Public Relations 
Officer NF Railway.

It was reported that a group of patrolmen 
from railway and forest department spotted 
a herd of about 73 elephant in the vicinity 
of  railway track near km 141/7-6 around 
7:40 pm. 

At that time 15933 DN Dibrugarh 
– Amritsar Express is said to have been 
approaching the area. 

On duty railway and forest staff  
immediately informed and signalled the 
Loco Pilot Shri D.C. Dutta and Asst Loco 
Pilot Shri R. Sharma to stop the train. As a 
result the train could be controlled and the 
entire herd of about 73 elephant was allowed 
to cross over the railway track. 

The same herd again crossed over the 
railway track at about 5:17 am on Dec.6 
under the jurisdiction of DFO Hojai. 

It may be mentioned here that railway 
authority has been issuing temporary speed 
restrictions and caution order as and when 
intimation on elephant movement are 
received from on duty railway or forest 
officials. Permanent speed restrictions are 
also imposed on notified elephant corridors.
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Manipur Consumers Affairs & Public Distribution Minister Karam Shyam (Middle)riding bicycle to Imphal 
Aiport on Thursday. 

Protection grid to be set up along 
India-Bangladesh border — Rajnath 
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celebrates pre-Christmas  
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to understand rights of children
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govt. of Meghalaya

NFRWWO celebrates World Disability Day 

Christ do not ask from us to have decorated homes, good 
dresses and big feasts, but he wants from us is clean heart 

and soul to be able to accept him — Rev. Fr. Khumba.

Lumding div. NFR prevents 
elephant dashing
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DoSE organises 
mental health seminar 

DARSU condemns assault

Chetheba youth to hold session

Baghty circle supports 
‘Framework Agreement’ 
Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Baghty Circle  Vil lage 
Council Union (BCVCU) 
has affirmed to support the 
Framework Agreement 
signed between the Gov-
ernment of  India (Gol) 
and the NSCN (IM) basing 
on the unique history and 
the legitimate rights of  the 
Nagas. 

The decision to sup-
port the Framework Agree-
ment was arrived at af-
ter an intensive meeting 
was held at Baghty Circle 
led by M Daniel Lotha, 
kilo secretary of  GPRN 
on November 25. Daniel 
has thoroughly briefed the 

gathering on the Frame-
work Agreement signed 
between Gol and NSCN on 
August 3, 2015. 

In a nutshell, he stated 
that Framework Agreement 
recognised the uniqueness 
and identity of  the Nagas, 
which would give unprec-
edented impetus for the 
younger generation. 

He stated that people 
who are advocating to mis-
guide the innocent Naga 
public with their improper 
attitude are only annihilat-
ing the bright future of  the 
younger generation. 

Following the Novem-
ber 25 meeting, the Baghty 

Circle Village Council Un-
ion, comprising of  Baghty 
town, Soku village, Ma-
kharong village and Upper 
Baghty village convened an 
emergency meeting on De-
cember 1 wherein the house 
had seriously deliberated 
on the issue and decided 
to support the Framework 
Agreement. The union has 
further extended support 
towards the Framework 
Agreement and the col-
lective leadership of  the 
NSCN and prayed earnestly 
for an early solution. 

This was stated in press 
release issued by N John 
Murry Lotha.

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): 
Department of  School 
Education has organised 
a seminar at Alder Col-
lege, Kohima, on the theme 
“Awareness on mental 
health” on December 6.

Speaking in the seminar 
as resource person, Dr. Vike-
toulie Pienyü, senior medi-
cal officer of  State Mental 
Institute, Kohima, pointed 
out on the stress faced by 
young people in the present 
society. While making a 
comparison with the old and 
modern days, he attributed 
the modern life stress due 
to social, peer, parents and 
authority pressure. 

The resource person 
spoke on different types of  
stress, how to manage men-

Dimapur, Dec. 7 (EMN): Development Authority 
Regular Staff  Union (DARSU) has strongly condemned 
the assault meted on L Imtilepden Pongener, Secretary 
Development Authority Nagaland, on December 3 at 
8:30 pm in his official residences by some unidentified 
miscreants.

In a joint press release, DARSU president Ngangshiba 
Sangtam and the general secretary Holoto Assumi stated 
that miscreants has tortured the secretary both mentally 
and physically even up to the extent of  taking his life for 
baseless allegation. 

Stating that such brutal behaviour meted out to an 
honest government servant was uncalled for and deserved 
condemnation, DARSU has called upon the law enforcing 
agencies to arrest all the culprits and punish them as per 
the law without delay. DARSU further affirmed to stand 
by its secretary and vowed to voice out its commitment 
till the issue is resolved. 

Kohima, Dec. 7 (EMN): Chetheba Town Youth Or-
ganisation (CTYO) has announced to hold its 37th ses-
sion from December 14 to 15 at Chetheba local ground 
in Phek district.

Kudecho Khamo, chairman of  Entrepreneur Devel-
opment Agency, would grace the inaugural session as 
the chief  guest, while Vemutha Swuro, games and sports 
secretary, would administer the oath.

Merahu Rose, head GB Chetheba, would grace closing 
ceremony as the guest of  honour on December 15.

The two-day event would be marked by football, bas-
ketball, volleyball, tug of  war etc.

tal health issues and few 
suggestions to the teachers 
with regard to mental health 
development.

Keynote address was 
delivered by Dr. Akala 
Longkumer, Head of  De-
partment of  Education. 
The seminar was chaired 
by Atile Seb, a 2nd semes-
ter student, while the vote 
of thanks was delivered by 
Thejakhrielie Rio, student 
of 6th semester. 
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Promises
W

hat do we want from our leaders? The simple 
answer is vision and development. But what are 
we watching from our leaders, who are cam-
paigning in Gujarat? Clearly, development is 

not on their agenda. The vision is missing. All they are talking 
during the campaign is who belongs to which religion; temple 
at Ayodhya or character assassination. To be honest, there is 
nothing in the campaign which can be described as remotely 
related with the daily ordeal the people of  Gujarat are fac-
ing. This is not the story of  Gujarat alone. It happens in every 
Indian state during elections. The politicians talk about those 
things which will bring votes for them, deliberately pushing 
issues like development to the back seat. As a result, the elec-
torate has no other option but to remain at the receiving end 
all the time.

Keeping the tradition alive, during the campaigning in 
Gujarat no issues slightly related with the people were raised. 
Quite strangely, even no one from the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) dared to talk to about Gujarat Model. It has now been 
proved beyond doubt that if  there is anything called Gujarat 
Model, it is only for the benefits of  a handful few. With the 
help of  so called Gujarat Model, they have amassed huge 
wealth, while people in general continue to suffer. Important 
sectors like agriculture, health, education all were neglected. 
Mortality rate of  infants is one of  the highest in Ahmadabad 
Civil Hospital, which is one of  the biggest government hos-
pitals in Asia. Nearly 50 per cent students studying in Eighth 
Standard could not read a paragraph in Gujarati, fluently, not 
to talk about their English-reading skill. Despite allocation of  
huge funds, government run educational institutions are in 
shambles. Teacher – student ratio in the state is pathetic to 
say the least. Numbers of  educated unemployed youths in the 
state are on the rise. It has been noted in the recently pub-
lished tri-monthly GDP Data that growth in agricultural sec-
tor is less than two per cent. So, it is easy to understand the 
plight of  farmers of  Gujarat. Since Independence the farmers 
of  Gujarat are being assured of  water from Narmada. But af-
ter seven decades of  Independence, only three lakh hectares of  
land get Narmada water. It is still a long way to go to fulfil the 
original promise of  irrigating the 18 lakh hectares of  land with 
the help of  Narmada water.

But, if  the BJP is silent about the much touted Gujarat 
Model, opposition parties do not enhance its chances of  doing 
well in the ensuing election by only attacking the ruling party 
for its failures, without projecting an alternative. Congress in 
its election manifesto has virtually promised the moon. Start-
ing from reservations for the Patidars to waiver of  farmer’s 
loan, everything got a place in the party’s manifesto. The 
party even promised to reduce the price of  petroleum prod-
ucts by Rs. 10. But everyone knows that those promises will 
remain only on paper as the state has no fund to implement 
all the promises. Just to score over BJP, the opposition party 
pretended to adopt a philanthropic role. But one thing is sure. 
Election will come and go. Ordeal of  the people will not come 
to an end.

Peter Wooders & Vibhuti Garg | IANS

Brajendra Nath Singh | IANS

Rupesh Dutta | IANS 

A Christian’s life is the window through which 
others can see Jesus.

hen you travel by air, before the flight takes off an airline 
employee presents a safety briefing, which explains 
what to do if there is a loss of cabin pressure. Passen-

gers are told that oxygen masks will drop from the compartment 
above and they are to put one on themselves before helping others. 
Why? Because before you can help anyone else, you need to be 
physically alert yourself.

When Paul wrote to Timothy, he stressed the importance of 
maintaining his own spiritual health before helping and serving oth-
ers. He reminded Timothy of his many responsibilities as a pas-
tor: There were false teachings to contend with (1 Tim. 4:1–5) and 
wrong doctrines to correct (vv. 6–8). But to discharge his duties 
well, what was most important was to “watch [his] life and doctrine 
closely [and] persevere in them” (v. 16). He needed to take care of 
his own relationship with the Lord first before he could attend to 
others.

What Paul told Timothy applies to us too. Each day we encounter 
people who do not know the Lord. When we tank up on our spiritual 
oxygen first through time in God’s Word, prayer, and the enabling 
of the Holy Spirit, we keep our relationship right with God. Then we 
will be spiritually alert to help others.
Lord, open Your Word to me now. Let me breathe in its freshness 

before I go out to be Your light to the world.

BIBLE READ:  1 TIMOTHY 4:12–16  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Watch your life and doctrine closely.                 
    ~  1 Timothy 4:16

The Lotha Humtsoe Ekhung  
is constrained to learn that 
some individuals and groups 
are inflicting  physical harm 

to our clan members  and vandalising 
their properties in Wokha jurisdiction  
which is very much uncalled for  and 
Lotha Humtsoe Ekhung strongly con-
demn such acts. 

We make this appeal to all con-
cerned individuals and groups to re-
frain from such acts in future. 

If  any such incidents happen to 
any of  our clan members after the is-
sue of  this appeal, the Lotha Humt-
soe Ekhung shall take strong action 
against those individuals and groups 
as deem fit.

Lotha Humtsoe Ekhung 
Wokha, Nagaland

An Appeal 
Letter 
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Fi r s t  Th ings 
F i r s t

With a rising population and fast-growing 
economy, energy demand in India is in-
creasing rapidly. Is the country embark-
ing upon a clean energy or a fossil fuel-

dependent approach to meet this rising demand?
The energy path that the country will follow de-

pends on the levers which the Indian government em-
ploys to shape its energy mix, including subsidies in 
the form of fiscal incentives, regulated energy prices 
and other forms of  government support.

Following a recent comprehensive investigation 
into these policies, we find that central government 
energy subsidies were worth Rs 133,841 crore ($20.4 
billion) in FY2016. In addition, through the UDAY 
scheme, state governments were provided a bail-out 
package for electricity distribution companies worth 
Rs 170,802 crore over a two-year period in FY16 and 
FY17.

The biggest subsidies by far still go to fossil fuels 
and the electricity transmission and distribution sys-
tem, which is largely used by coal-fired power genera-
tion.

But trends are also changing: Renewable energy 
subsidies tripled in the past three years, while oil and 
gas subsidies fell by almost three quarters (in part due 
to policy changes and in part due to low oil prices), 
and coal subsidies remained largely stable.

This, of  course, is the past and what matters is the 
future. Will these trends continue? And does it matter, 
anyway, if  a clean or a dirty energy economy develops?

Well -- in addition to representing a big share of  
taxpayer money -- energy subsidies have wide ramifi-
cations beyond government budgets. One of  the most 
important is public health.

The central government actually spends more on 
fossil fuel subsidies than it does on health: In FY16, it 
is estimated that for each $1 of  government expendi-
ture on health, $2.6 went to fossil fuel subsidies.

And yet, air pollution in Delhi and the northern 
states has been unbearable over the past weeks. Fos-
sil fuels are one of  the major causes of  air pollution, 
particularly emissions from transport and coal-fired 
power plants. Recent estimates claim that outdoor 
air pollution caused more than a million premature 
deaths in India in 2016 and the OECD estimates that 
the economic cost of  India’s air pollution is more than 
$800 billion.

These health impacts are also unfair. The worst-af-
fected communities are usually those living around the 
points of  fuel production and combustion, who have 
the fewest options to cope. A report by medical and 
public health experts of  People First Collective India, 
for example, found serious health problems among 
residents living around coal mines and thermal power 
plants in the Tamnar block of  Raigarh district, Chhat-
tisgarh.

A study by HEAL estimates that fossil-fuel subsidy 
reform in combination with fuel taxation could help 
India prevent 65 per cent of  premature deaths caused 
through air pollution, which in turn would bring down 
public expenditure on health and improve national 
productivity.

Energy subsidies also matter for achieving climate 
change targets. India’s Nationally Determined Contri-
bution (NDC), solidified through the Paris Agreement 
on climate change, aims to cut emissions intensity 
by up to 35 per cent and increase the share of  power 
sourced from low-carbon sources to at least 40 per cent 
of  the total generation by 2022.

Furthermore, India’s leadership in establishing the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA), launched at the 
UN Climate Change Conference in Paris, is betting 
big on solar and a move away from fossil fuel towards 
renewables. Energy subsidy policies can make or break 
the success of  these kinds of  initiative, for good and 
bad.

There are, of  course, no easy conclusions in a 
country as large and complicated as India. Some fossil 
fuel subsidies -- such as for LPG cooking gas -- help 

to improve public health by moving households away 
from biomass cooking fuel and so improving indoor 
air pollution. Some subsidies, particularly for electric-
ity transmission and distribution, are much-needed to 
enable energy access.

Increased subsidies for renewable energy is not 
necessarily a good thing in and of  itself. It is only 
worthwhile if  India is getting good value for money 
and the subsidies encourage competition. Otherwise, 
they will just undermine the development of  the re-
newable energy market. Subsidies are one policy tool 
and many others are required to make renewables a 
success.

These issues confirm the fact that we need bet-
ter transparency on subsidies and better evaluations 
of  which ones work and which ones don’t. Data on 
state-level subsidies remain poor, and changing poli-
cies -- such as the introduction of  the GST -- requires 
ongoing reporting to update decision-makers and the 
public on what has changed.

China and Indonesia, India’s largest peers in Asia 
and fellow members of  the G20, have already opted to 
prepare self-reports and peer reviews on fossil fuel sub-
sidies. Yet more countries are expected to announce 
reviews in the coming months. And many others will 
be encouraged to start reporting fossil fuel subsidies 
under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a 
process where India is actively considering how to use 
and build upon its existing reporting mecahnisms.

Now is a good opportunity for India to provide 
leadership to others by conducting its own voluntary 
self-report, and peer review, to help cut through the 
smog obscuring energy subsidies, and promote a do-
mestic energy policy that is aligned with other national 
objectives.

(Peter Wooders is Energy Group Director and Vibhuti 
Garg an Associate at the International Institute for 

Sustainable Development [IISD]. The views expressed 
are those of  IISD. They can be contacted at vibhuti.

garg@iisd.org)

The entry of  Congress Vice Pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi’s name in 
the Somnath temple’s non-
Hindu visitor book may have 

kicked up a row, but voters in this tem-
ple town seem to be sailing with caste, 
not religion.

With a sizeable numbers of  Kolis 
and Muslims forming the winning com-
bination in the Assembly segment of  
Somnath, the BJP has pitted its outgo-
ing MLA Jasha Bhai Barad while the 
Congress has fielded 35-year-old Vimal 
Bhai Chudasama from the Koli com-
munity.

Barad won the Somnath constituen-
cy in 2012 on Congress ticket but joined 
the Bharatiya Janata Party in 2014. He 
again won the seat and became a Min-
ister of  State for Tourism in the Vijay 
Rupani government.

Pradip Bhai Advani, a self-confessed 

BJP supporter who runs a Pan Parlour 
in the heart of  Veraval taluka, doesn’t 
hesitate to say that the Congress is go-
ing to win this seat.

He explains why. “Being a Koli, 
Vimal Bhai is getting most votes of  his 
community. Muslims too will vote him. 
Besides he will get votes of  Ahirs and 
some others.”

Vimal Bhai belongs to Chorwad vil-
lage where business-tycoon Dhirubhai 
Ambani was born and is a Nagarpalika 
Pramukh.

Manish Gohil, an employee of  
GIDC, said: “Vimal Bhai is our broth-
er and one among us. Definitely those 
close to BJP would vote for Barad but 
a majority of  Kolis would favour Vimal 
Bhai.”

Bhagwan Bhai Jala, who runs a ho-
tel in Somnath, said his village Bhalpara 
has around 12,000 voters consisting of  
Ahirs, Dalits, Bharwars and Prajapatis 
and most of  them would vote for the 
Congress.

“Barad has done nothing for the 
development of  the area. There is scar-
city of  water and power cuts. Our area 
produces peanuts but farmers find it dif-
ficult to sell them,” he said, expressing 
his anger vis-a-vis the BJP government.

Hira Bhai Nagora and Ram Bhai 
Nagar echo the same sentiment.

Businessman Suresh Goswami in 
Tower Chowk area of  Verawal said Ko-
lis may support the Congress now but as 
the elections come close they all would 
vote for the saffron party.

“Kolis and Muslims can never be on 
the same page as both the communities 
are fundamentalists and ranged against 
each other. So finally Kolis will vote 
against Muslims,” he said.

Ramji Bhai Badiya of  Mota Kolpa-
da rejects Goswami’s claim.

“I know it very well that when the 
Congress comes to power, Muslims 
don’t care for law and order. But these 
are things of  past. This time the scenar-
io is different. Vimal Bhai is one of  our 

own. As long as he is here, such things 
won’t happen,” he said.

Jaydeep Bhai is a Kharwar and runs 
a small shop in Mandir area of  Som-
nath. He said: “There are other commu-
nities here too. The OBC community 
and major chunk of  SCs would vote in 
favour of  the BJP.”

Somnath, a constituency in Gir-
Somnath district, is a prestigious seat 
for the BJP. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has visited the temple site and ad-
dressed a rally in the district. BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah also visited this temple 
town twice after the polls were declared.

Congress Vice President Rahul 
Gandhi visited the temple but a contro-
versy erupted after his name figured in 
the Non-Hindu visitors book.

Besides Somnath, the Congress has 
fielded a Koli candidate in Una, an Ahir 
in Talala and a Dalit in Kodinar.

(Brajendra Nath Singh can be con-
tacted at brajendra.n@ians.in)

Aiming to simplify the treatment procedure 
under the Central Government Health 
Scheme (CGHS), beneficiaries have been 
permitted to undergo treatment at any em-

panelled private hospital without the requirement of  a 
referral (permission) letter.

“It has now been decided that CGHS beneficiaries 
are allowed to undergo treatment at private hospitals 
empanelled under CGHS of specific treatment pro-
cedures listed under CGHS rate list, are advised by a 
specialist in a central government/state government 
specialist hospitals or a CGHS Medical Officer, with-
out any requirement of  any other referral (permission) 
letter,” said a new order issued by the Health Ministry. 

The letter, dated November 9, 2017, has been is-
sued to all the ministries and departments of  the cen-
tral government. 

According to the new order, which is with IANS, 
private empanelled hospitals shall perform the treat-
ment on cashless basis in respect of  pensioners, ex-
MPs, freedom fighters, regular employees (both CGHS 
and CS[MA] benefeciaries) of  the ministry and other 
categories of  CGHS beneficiaries who are presently 

eligible for credit facility.
“They shall enclose the prescription issued by 

government specialist or a CGHS medical officer, in 
original along with the hospital bill submitted to the 
competent authorities,” said the order, which accord-
ing to the ministry was issued after receiving a lot of  
representations for simplification of  procedures for 
undergoing treatment at empanelled private hospitals. 

Earlier, central government employees/pensioner 
or his/her dependents could undergo investigation 
and medical treatment at CGHS approved hospitals 
once such specialised treatment was required as per 
the prescription of  CGHS medical officers.

As part of  the process, earlier, one had to consult 
at a local dispensary, from where the patient had to be 
referred to a bigger government hospital where, with 
the permission of  a specialist, the paperwork had to 
be done to avail the treatment at a CGHS empanelled 
private hospital.

As per the statistics of  the Health Ministry, there 
are 949 general hospitals, dental and eyecare hospital 
in India under the CGHS while Delhi alone has 118 
hospitals, 104 eye and 52 dental care hospitals. The 
national capital also has 61 diagnostic centres under 
the CGHS category. 

The new order also states that serving government 

employees shall enclose the prescription issued by a 
government specialist or a CGHS medical officer in 
the original while submitting the medical claim to the 
concerned ministry/department/office for reimburse-
ment.

“CGHS medical officer/government specialist 
shall not refer the beneficiaries to any particular em-
panelled hospital by name but shall specify the treat-
ment procedure and mention referred to any CGHS 
empanelled centre,” according to the new order.

Among the facilities available under the CGHS are 
OPD treatment including issue of  medicines, special-
ist consultation at polyclinics/government hospitals, 
indoor treatment at government and empanelled pri-
vate hospitals, and investigations at government and 
empanelled diagnostic centres.

“Cashless facility is available for treatment in em-
panelled hospitals and diagnostic centres for pension-
ers and other identified beneficiaries; reimbursement 
of  expenses (is available) for treatment availed in pri-
vate hospitals under emergency; reimbursement of  
expenses incurred for purchase of  hearing aids, arti-
ficial limbs, appliances etc. as specified (is available),” 
according to Health Ministry.

(Rupesh Dutta can be contacted at Rupesh.d@ians.in)

Environmental changes, includ-
ing climate, may have caused 
human beings to reach their 
maximum limits for height, 

lifespan and physical performance, re-
searchers have found.

Despite stories that with each gen-
eration we will live longer and longer, 
the researchers suggests there may be a 
maximum threshold to our biological 
limits that we cannot exceed.

The first of its kind study, that looked 
at 120 years worth of historical infor-
mation, revealed that these biological 
limitations may be affected by anthro-
pogenic impacts on the environment -- 
including climate change -- which could 
have a deleterious effect on these limits. 

“The current declines in human 
capacities we can see today are a sign 
that environmental changes, including 
climate, are already contributing to the 
increasing constraints we now have to 
consider,” said Jean-François Tous-
saint, Professor at the Paris Descartes 
University in France.

For example, human height has 
decreased in the last decade in some 
African countries, this suggests some 
societies are no longer able to provide 

sufficient nutrition for each of  their 
children and maintain the health of  
their younger inhabitants, the research-
ers explained. 

“These traits no longer increase, 
despite further continuous nutritional, 
medical, and scientific progress. This 
suggests that modern societies have 
allowed our species to reach its limits. 
We are the first generation to become 
aware of  this,” Toussaint added.

Thus, rather than continually im-
proving, we will see a shift in the pro-
portion of  the population reaching the 

previously recorded maximum limits. 
“This will be one of  the biggest chal-

lenges of  this century as the added pres-
sure from anthropogenic activities will 
be responsible for damaging effects on 
human health and the environment,” 
Toussaint said, in the paper, published 
in the journal Frontiers in Physiology.

The researchers hope their findings 
will encourage policymakers to focus 
on strategies for increasing quality of  
life and maximise the proportion of  the 
population that can reach these maxi-
mum biological limits.     Source: IANS

Seeing Through the Smog: Role of Subsidies in 
Pushing For ‘Clean’ or ‘Dirty’ Energy Economy

In Temple Town of Somnath, Voters Set to Overshadow Caste

Now, Treatment For CGHS Beneficiaries Without Referral Letter

Humans May Have Plateaued Out Limits for Lifespan: Study
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The author examining a Forest Elephant gunned down by ivory poachers in central Africa. 
Photo Credit: Mahmoud Mahmoud
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This will be 
an excellent day to start some of  the projects 
you’ve held back for some time. You’ll likely 
feel more physical and mental energy than 

you’ve experienced lately. Whether your day is filled with 
work or play, things are going to go great. You can tackle 
tasks with confidence. Be productive by giving your en-
ergy a place to go.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might 
be more energetic than you’ve felt in a 
long time. It’s the perfect day to get busy 
with tasks, projects, and housework. You’ll 

breeze through most things in no time and enjoy 
them. Resist any temptation to procrastinate! If  you 
put things off, you’ll miss the current cosmic support. 
Make a list of  things to do and start. You’ll be done 
before you know it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If  only more 
days could be this easy. The energy from the 
aspects is revitalizing, allowing you to get a lot 
accomplished. If  there’s something you’ve hesi-

tated to do, seize some of  the day’s added confidence and 
go for it. You’ll succeed at anything you take on. Don’t 
get caught up in doing another’s work because you have 
energy in abundance.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today will 
start off  with an energy boost for you. Seize 
the opportunity to make the most of  this by 
getting those major projects and chores han-

dled. It isn’t every day that you feel this good. If  you get 
to work right off  the bat, you’ll have plenty of  time to do 
something recreational afterward. If  you’re into sports, 
the extra energy will give you quite an edge.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today the cosmic 
conditions are great for peak physical and 
mental energy. You’ll be able to take on almost 
anything. With an added increase to your con-

fidence level, now is the time to take steps toward your 
biggest goals. Rather than worry about rejection, think, 
“Nothing ventured, nothing gained.” Even though you 
aren’t big on taking risks, the ones you take today will be 
worth it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Expect to enjoy 
today. You’re in great shape and operating at 
peak performance. These are excellent condi-
tions for working or creating. Given the chance, 

your mind will teem with innovative ideas. Put effort into 
everything you do today. If  the opportunity comes up to 
participate in a new venture, give it serious thought. It 
could be a smart move.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): The energy today 
means you’ll feel on top of  the world. Given 
your usual hardworking nature, you may need 
to keep an eye out for exhaustion. While the 

extra strength, health, and mental sharpness give you 
tremendous support to get a lot done, you have to know 
when to quit for the day, too. Save some of  that energy for 
social or recreational activities.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re off  to 
an excellent start. If  you’ve felt a little weary 
lately, this will change. Added mental and 
physical strength is available to you. Things 

that seemed difficult yesterday will come easily today. 
Take out any projects or to-do lists and go for it. Things 
will be finished before you know it, and you’ll still have 
a smile on your face. Know when to quit, though. You 
don’t want to overdo it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
might feel like you have more energy today than 
you usually do. Whether the tasks ahead require 
physical strength or mental acuity, approach them 

with confidence. Things come easily and readily, and you 
can accomplish a great deal. Take a little of this energized 
time for socializing with a friend or engaging in your favorite 
hobbies. There’s no need to direct it all into serious matters.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Expect 
to start your day with renewed strength and 
energy. Almost everything on your to-do list 
will fall into place. You can approach your 

projects with confidence and vigor because you can do 
what needs to be done. If  there’s something you’ve want-
ed to take on or start, you’ll be hard-pressed to find a bet-
ter day. Make the most of  the confidence surge. There’s 
nothing you can’t handle.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This will 
be one of  those days when you’re glad to get 
up. The energy is exceptionally positive. You’ll 
probably feel energetic, confident, and ready 

to get down to work on your projects. This in combina-
tion with your tendency to work hard can have you going 
strong. Don’t overdo it. Take some time to smell the roses 
and take a little rest.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It’s going to be 
a great day to get things done. Cosmic condi-
tions will have you feeling energetic and raring 
to go. If  there’s a list of  things to do waiting for 

you, grab it and get going. You might need to resist the 
temptation to spend time socializing. If  you focus on your 
priorities, you’ll be finished before you know it and there 
will still be plenty of  time left for play.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Bill Laurance | The Conversation

Mark Kukis | Aeon

Many observers of  Chi-
na’s escalating global 
program of  foreign 
investment and infra-

structure development are crossing 
their fingers and hoping for the best. 
In an ideal world, China’s unbridled 
ambitions will improve economic 
growth, food security and social de-
velopment in many poor nations, as 
well as enriching itself.

Such hopes are certainly timely, 
given the isolationism of  the US 
Trump administration, which has 
created an international leadership 
vacuum that China is eager to fill.

But a close look reveals that 
China’s international agenda is far 
more exploitative than many real-
ise, especially for the global environ-
ment. And the Chinese leadership’s 
claims to be embracing “green de-
velopment” are in many cases more 
propaganda than fact.

To help steer through the maze, 
I provide here a snapshot of  China’s 
present environmental impacts. Are 
China’s assertions reasoned and 
defensible, or something else alto-
gether?

Predatory force?
For a start, China is overwhelming-
ly the world’s biggest consumer of  
illegally poached wildlife and wild-
life products. From rhino horn, to 
pangolins, to shark fins, to a menag-
erie of  wild bird species, Chinese 
consumption drives much of  the 
global trade in wildlife exploitation 
and smuggling.

Over the past 15 years, China’s 
rapacious appetite for ivory has 
largely driven a global collapse of  
elephant populations. In response 

to growing international criticism, 
China promised to shut down its 
domestic ivory trade by the end of  
2017.

But even before China’s ban has 
taken full force, a black market for 
ivory is developing in neighbouring 
Laos. There, Chinese entrepreneurs 
are churning out great quantities of  
carved ivory products, specifically 
designed for Chinese tastes and 
openly sold to Chinese visitors.

China is also the world’s biggest 
importer of  illegal timber, a trade 
that imperils forests while defraud-
ing developing nations of  billions 
of  dollars each year in timber roy-
alties.

China claims to be working to 
reduce its illegal timber imports, 
but its efforts are half-hearted at 
best, judging by the amount of  il-
legal timber still flowing across its 
border with Myanmar.

Infrastructure tsunami
More damaging still are China’s 
plans for infrastructure expansion 
that will irreparably degrade much 
of  the natural world.

China’s One Belt One Road ini-
tiative alone will carve massive ar-
rays of  new roads, railroads, ports, 
and extractive industries such as 
mining, logging, and oil and gas 
projects into at least 70 nations 
across Asia, Europe, and Africa.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
promises that the Belt and Road ini-
tiative will be “green, low-carbon, 
circular and sustainable”, but such 
a claim is profoundly divorced from 
reality.

As my colleagues and I recently 
argued in Science and Current Bi-
ology, the modern infrastructure 
tsunami that is largely being driven 
by China will open a Pandora’s box 

of  environmental crises, including 
large-scale deforestation, habitat 
fragmentation, wildlife poaching, 
water pollution and greenhouse gas 
emissions.

China’s pursuit of  natural re-
sources is also escalating across 
Latin America. In the Amazon, 
for example, big mining projects – 
many of  which are feeding Chinese 
industries – don’t just cause serious 
local degradation, but also promote 
widespread deforestation from the 
networks of  roads bulldozed into 
remote areas to access the mines.

Overall, China is the most ag-
gressive consumer of  minerals on 
the planet, and the biggest driver of  
tropical deforestation.

Beyond this, China is pushing 
to build a 5,000km railroad across 
South America, to make it cheaper 
for China to import timber, miner-
als, soy and other natural resources 
from ports along South America’s 
Pacific coast. If  it proceeds, the 
number of  critical ecosystems that 
would be impacted by this project 
is staggering.

A World Bank study of  more 
than 3,000 overseas projects funded 
or operated by China revealed how 
it often treats poor nations as “pol-
lution havens” – transferring its 
own environmental degradation to 
developing nations that are desper-
ate for foreign investment.

Finally, much has been made 
of  the fact that China is beginning 
to temper its appetite for domestic 
fossil-fuelled energy. It is now a 
leading investor in solar and wind 
energy, and recently delayed con-
struction of  more than 150 coal-
fired electricity plants in China.

These are unquestionably plus-
es, but they need to be seen in their 
broad context. In terms of  green-

house-gas emissions, China has 
exploded past every other nation. 
It now produces more than twice 
the carbon emissions of  the United 
States, the second-biggest polluter, 
following the greatest building spree 
of  coal, nuclear, and large-scale hy-
dro projects in human history.

Despite its new post-Trump role 
as the world’s de facto climate lead-
er, China’s overall agenda could 
scarcely be described as green.

Iceberg ahead
Some would say it’s unfair to criti-
cise China like this. They would ar-
gue that China is merely following 
a well-trodden path of  exploitative 
development previously forged by 
other nations and colonial powers.

But China is not the same as 
any other nation. The astounding 
growth and size of  its economy, its 
dangerously single-minded vision 
for exploiting natural resources and 
land internationally, its intolerance 
of  internal and external criticism, 
and its increasingly closed media 
and official myopia all combine to 
make it unique.

President Xi admits that many 
Chinese corporations, investors and 
lenders operating overseas have of-
ten acted aggressively and even ille-
gally overseas. But he says his gov-
ernment is powerless to do much 
about it. The most notable govern-
ment response to date is a series of  
“green papers” containing guide-
lines that sound good in theory but 
are almost universally ignored by 
Chinese interests.

Are Xi’s assertions of  power-
lessness believable? He increasingly 
rules China with an iron hand. Is it 
really impossible for China to guide 
and control its overseas industries, 
or are they simply so profitable that 

Organised violence – the term war 
boils down to – has long been a 
unifier of  peoples. Archeologi-
cal evidence shows that nearly 

half  those who lived during the last part 
of  the Stone Age in Nubia, an area along 
the southern reaches of  the Nile River, died 
violent deaths. Many other tribal societies 
through the ages have shared this mortal-
ity pattern, which suggests large-scale mo-
bilisation for killing rather than widespread 
random violence. Orchestrating raids on 
neighbouring Nubian settlements took co-
ordination among villagers, as did fending 
them off. Attackers and defenders alike had 
to marshal resources, make plans and build 
trust among one another in order to fight ef-
fectively. Cooperation, mutual dependence, 
trust – even in killing others – are building 
blocks of  political order, the foundational 
elements of  states.

The advent of  agriculture was a prereq-
uisite to long-term human settlements – cit-
ies – of  any significant size. It gave rise to 
larger societies, capable of  bigger and more 
elaborate wars. For the dynasties of  an-
cient China, the empires of  Mesopotamia 
and, centuries later, the kingdoms of  Eu-
rope, waging war was one of  their reasons 
for being. Frederick William founded and 
built Prussia to wage war against its many 
hostile neighbours. Prussia’s clashes with 
regional rivals during the 17th and 18th cen-
turies made the nation we know today as 
Germany. Across the Atlantic, in the mid-
18th century, the Seven Years’ War helped 
to galvanise American colonists against the 
British, setting them on the path to form a 
nation of  their own.

Across this long history from the Stone 
Age to the modern era, the basic political 
formula remained the same. Disparate el-
ements of  a society learned to cooperate 
outside familial structures in order to arm 
themselves for plunder, defence – or both. 
They formed hierarchies, bureaucracies and 
institutions that endured and evolved. For 
emerging nations, the aftermath of  the wars 
imparted important shared experiences too. 
Defeat could be even more unifying than 
victory.

The last major nation-building war came 
in 1980, when Iraq under Saddam Hussein 

attacked Iran following the Iranian Revolu-
tion. When Hussein launched a ferocious 
assault reminiscent of  fighting from the 
First World War, Iran was woefully unpre-
pared. The Iranian revolutionaries drew on 
religious commitments to help galvanise 
legions of  fighters. Iranian men young and 
old flung themselves against Iraqi tank at-
tacks, again and again, until Iraq’s advance 
ground to a halt. For Iran, it is difficult to 
overstate the legitimacy this achievement 
gave the new regime, and the cohesion the 
war imparted to Iran. Iranian society co-
hered around grief, fear and a renewed sense 
of  Persian identity in response to Arab in-
vaders, both Sunni and Shiite.

Since the Iran-Iraq War (1980-88), wars 
have tended to be mainly destructive forces 
for nations. Countries amid the throes of  
war now seem to be breaking down rather 
than rising up. In countries today ranging 
from Libya to Myanmar, conflict is under-
mining governments, and threatening to 
undo nations much as strife tore apart the 
former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. In Iraq, a 
war initially launched 14 years ago by the 
United States to save the country has gone 
on and on, and become a source of  the na-
tion’s internal decay. Meanwhile, South 
Sudan, the world’s newest nation, is in a 
downward spiral of  internal violence. The 
country won its independence from Sudan 
after more than two decades of  fighting. 
Patterns in history suggest that South Sudan 
should have emerged from that ordeal uni-
fied despite the many challenges the country 
faced as a young nation. Instead, it essen-
tially collapsed amid infighting upon inde-
pendence, launching yet another war that 
has displaced more than 2 million of  its 12.5 
million people.

The experience of  South Sudan is the 
new norm. Armed conflict, whatever its 
origins and outcomes, tends to be a scarring 
interruption to the progress of  societies, 
setting back development and darkening 
prospects. Indeed, war has become a mor-
tal ailment in modern states. The widely 
used terms ‘war-torn nation’ and ‘cycle of  
violence’ to describe conflict countries ex-
press the obvious fact that countries at war 
are countries in perilous decline. War seems 
to be the bleak end, not the beginning, for 
strong nations.

Part of  the reason that war no longer 
helps to build nations is simply that few new 

nations are waiting to be built. Decolonisa-
tion and the end of  the Cold War brought 
scores of  new countries around the world 
into being. In addition, the prospect of  a 
country waging a war of  conquest and sub-
suming or incorporating a neighbour vio-
lates norms of  international politics estab-
lished in the late 20th century. What nations 
there are remain, for the most part, within 
their borders. Many of  the gains that used 
to require territorial conquest can now be 
achieved through capturing market shares, 
election rigging and military hegemony.

In the past, nation-building often in-
volved appeals by political leaders to ethnic-
ity and ideology. But the ethnically driven 
politics and violence that many nations 
embraced in their early history have fallen 
into disrepute, and would likely draw ac-
cusations of  war crimes. Perhaps more im-
portantly, no forceful ideas animate global 
politics as they once did. At the end of  the 

Second World War, Sukarno, the leader of  
modern Indonesia, promoted an ideology 
of  his own making that mixed nationalism, 
Marxism and Islam as part of  his successful 
effort to unify Indonesia. For Sukarno, the 
major beliefs and ideas coursing through the 
world at the time provided a means to build 
a vast and populous nation from an ethni-
cally diverse chain of  far-flung islands. But 
global politics today is bereft of  big ideas 
and revolutionary ideologies. Most nations 
have conformed to the Washington Consen-
sus on norms in governance and economics. 
Even the remaining autocracies largely play 
by those rules. Only a few countries in Latin 
America – Bolivia for example – boast politi-
cal movements at the national level aimed at 
any meaningful challenge to neoliberalism.

In sum, the age of  nation-building might 
be over. Let’s hope so. Nation-building in-
volves, at bottom, the violence of  internal 
repression and external conflict. Revolu-

tionary-era France, Jacksonian America 
and Maoist China – three signature periods 
of  nation-building in global history – are as 
notorious for their crimes as for their endur-
ing accomplishments. While the end of  the 
age of  nation-building might be a boon to 
the world generally, it is little comfort to 
countries struggling to establish themselves. 
There will likely be no Sukarno for Af-
ghanistan or Somalia, two countries where 
a series of  aspirants have failed for dec-
ades to become truly national leaders, or to 
strengthen their countries’ nationality. Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the Kurdish territory of  Iraq, a 
nation without a state, is unlikely to raise 
its own flag any time soon, remaining in a 
kind of  semi-autonomous status. This is the 
source of  enormous frustration to Kurds of  
the Middle East, as the recent referendum 
on independence in Iraqi Kurdistan clearly 
showed. But the path to nation that many 
Kurds seek seems to have vanished.

China’s Growing Footprint on the Globe Threatens to Trample the Natural World

War Once Helped Build Nations, Now it Destroys Them

the government doesn’t want to?
Of  course, China’s huge interna-

tional ambitions will have some pos-
itive effects, and could even be eco-

nomically transformative for certain 
nations. But many other elements 
will benefit China while profoundly 
damaging our planet.

Detail from The Battle of Königgrätz by Georg Bleibtreu, 1868. 
Prussian victory paved the way for a united Germany. 

Image courtesy Wikipedia
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Mani Shankar Aiyar PTI

Cong. suspends Aiyar from primary 
membership over ‘neech’ remark

Navy continues search, relief operations after cyclone Ockhi

Chinese hacker groups to shift focus to India in 2018: FireEye

India says China was informed 
about drone that crashed

Border states should be vigilant 
against Rohingya influx —Rajnath 

Rajasthan govt. employees to go on mass leave

Defence Minister looking into education fund cap issue 

Will accept Rahul 
as leader— Lalu

New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
In a damage-control move, 
the Congress on Thurs-
day night suspended senior 
party leader Mani Shankar 
Aiyar from its primary 
membership and slapped 
a show cause notice on 
him for his “neech” remark 
against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, which has 
mushroomed into a massive 
controversy just ahead of  
the Gujarat polls.

Congress spokesman 
Randeep Singh Surjewala 
broke the news through a 
tweet.

“The Congress par-
ty has suspended Mani 
Shankar Aiyar from party’s 
primary membership and 

Kochi, Dec. 7 (IANS): The Indian 
Navy’s search-and-rescue operations 
and humanitarian assistance in the 
aftermath of  cyclone Ockhi contin-
ued on Thursday, with nine naval 
ships and four types of  aircraft par-
ticipating.

Boeing P8I surveillance aircraft, 
Dornier aircraft, Sea King and Ad-
vanced Light Helicopters, along with 
the ships, continued with these opera-
tions, the Navy said.

On Thursday, INS Jamuna pro-
vided over 12,000 litres of  fresh 
water at Kavaratti even as work is 
in progress to repair the damaged 
desalination plant. The ship would be 
providing fresh water to the island for 
the next five days.

INS Sharda reached Minicoy on 
Thursday morning with fresh water, 
medicines, food, clothings, and blan-
kets.  The ship also carried essentials 
like emergency lights, petrol, portable 
10-KVA power generators, UPS, re-
chargeable torches, tarpaulin, electri-
cal tool kits, boiler suits and public 
address system with speakers.

However, the items could not be 
delivered during the day due to non-
availability of  a barge from Minicoy. 
The relief  material will now be deliv-
ered on Friday.

INS Shardul, while proceeding 
from Minicoy to Kochi, encountered 
a stranded Singapore- registered tug-
boat “Bes Power” 35 miles off  Mini-
coy. The tug was on way from Oman 
to Maldives when it ran into bad 
weather due to the cyclone. Since the 
drifting vessel had exhausted its fuel, 
INS Shardul gave 45 tonnes of  fuel to 
it to continue its journey to Maldives.

INS Kalpeni, with six local fish-
ermen onboard, undertook guided 
search for fishing vessels in distress 
for the second day at Bassas de Pedro, 
a traditional fishing area. 

The fishermen who went onboard 
INS Kabra returned after not finding 
fishing vessels in distress or survivors. 
INS Kabra is continuing its planned 
search operations in the southeast 
Arabian Sea.

A relief  camp was established to 
distribute relief  material ferried by 

naval ships to all 11 villages through 
village heads, as requested by Lak-
shadweep authorities. 

Other maintenance activities such 
as clearing of  fallen trees, cleaning of  
jetty area, Navodaya school, relief  
camp and Fisheries Department 
premises will be undertaken by naval 
personnel there.

Meanwhile, based on informa-
tion about a fishing boat with 15 
fishermen onboard off  Lakshad-
weep, Coast Guard ship Abhinav ap-
proached it and provided fresh water 
and provisions to those onboard. FB 
Thiru Churulai boat is since on way 
to Kochi on its own.

Earlier in the day, two bodies 
were recovered by Coast Guard ship 
Vaibhav about 100 nautical miles off  
Alappuzha, which were handed over 
to authorities at Vizhinjam. 

A total of  12 ships -- including 
two from Mumbai and two types 
of  aircraft, Dornier fixed wing and 
Chetak helicopter -- have been de-
ployed by the Coast Guard for the 
operations. 

New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): Chi-
nese advanced persistent threat 
(APT) groups that have allegedly 
been creating cyber havoc inter-
nationally will shift their focus 
in 2018 to countries like India 
and Hong Kong and groups seen 
as a threat to Beijing’s influence 
over global markets, enterprise 
cybersecurity company FireEye 
said on Thursday.

Hacker groups backed by 
nation-states are termed as APTs.

The changing geopolitical 
situation in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion will give way to such threats. 

“For Indian enterprises, one 
of  the most important security 
questions is, do you know who is 
targeting you and how they oper-
ate? The threat landscape looks 
very different depending on the 
nature of  your business, the data 
you hold, your relationships, and 
more,” Shrikant Shitole, Senior 

Director and Country Head for 
India at FireEye, told IANS.

“Organisations cannot effec-
tively measure their security by 
compliance standards or vis a vis 
their peers. They must measure 
it against their adversaries. Can 
they detect and defend the at-
tacks their adversaries are likely 
to employ? Most firms are not 
as secure as they would like to 
believe,” Shitole added.

For the government and pri-
vate sector alike, the FireEye 
executive said, it’s important 
we shore up defences to avoid a 
situation like Russia’s meddling 
in the recent US presidential 
election. 

“The threat actor activity 
which facilitates these operations 
often takes place well before elec-
tion day, and as we saw in the US, 
targets can be very diverse. The 
unfortunate reality today is this is 

threat with which all democracies 
must contend,” Shitole noted.

In the Asia-Pacific region, Fi-
reEye said, China and neighbour-
ing countries are still continuing 
political disputes, especially with 
India, South Korea, Japan, the 
Philippines, Vietnam and other 
South-east Asian countries. 

“Therefore, unorganised 
‘hacktivism’ attacks as a response 
to these political tensions within 
and against these countries is 
expected to continue and possibly 
rise throughout the new year,” the 
company warned. 

According to FireEye, it 
observed an increase in non-
Chinese and non-Russian APT 
groups in 2017 and expect to 
discover more in 2018.

“Recently we did a report on 
APT33, a threat group out of  
Iran. They’re primarily targeting 
the kingdom of  Saudi Arabia, the 

United States, and Israel. Those 
nations tend to pop up on Iran’s 
radar when it comes to targeting. 
It’s game on for them,” Kevin 
Mandia, CEO, FireEye, said in a 
statement.

Ransomware is expected to 
rise in 2018, especially as admin-
istrators are slow to patch and 
update their systems. 

Other popular techniques that 
will continue to be used in 2018 
are strategic web compromises 
and spear phishing, especially in 
targeted attacks. We also expect 
to see many more destructive 
worms and wipers, the cyberse-
curity firm noted.

However, adoption of  Cloud 
technology among majority of  
businesses will increase in 2018.

“You have to be ready for 
even the most seemingly simple 
threats, and you have to detect 
them, because I don’t believe 

we’re going to be able to do secu-
rity risk transfer to have the Cloud 
providers detect it. It’s a tough 
thing to do,” Mandia said.

“They can’t tell you how your 
users normally use their email. 
They just try to make it available 
to your users. So, we’re going 
to have a lot of  interesting chal-
lenges and complexities there,” 
he added.

Meanwhile, as cryptocurren-
cy continues to skyrocket in value 
and popularity, malware targeting 
anonymous currencies such as 
bitcoin will increase in 2018.

“Moving into 2018, we ex-
pect to see much more malware 
actively stealing cryptocurrency 
from weakly protected wallets, 
shimming password entry to 
wallets, stealing offline wallets for 
brute forcing or using credentials 
stolen from the same user,” the 
firm said.

New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
India on Thursday said it 
had informed China about 
a drone that crashed in Chi-
nese territory, after Beijing 
claimed the Indian UAV 
had “intruded” in its area. 
India will go through diplo-
matic channels and ask for 
return of the drone.

Sources said the drone 
was an Israeli Heron UAV, 
and it crashed on the Chi-
nese side of  the border 
across north Sikkim. The 
source said the drone had 
gone missing earlier this 
week, but the exact date 
of  the incident was not re-
vealed.

The Defence Ministry 
in a statement said that the 
Indian UAV was on a regu-
lar training mission inside 
Indian territory when it lost 
contact with the ground 
control due to some techni-
cal problem and crossed over 
the Line of  Actual Control 
in the Sikkim Sector.

“As per standard pro-
tocol, the Indian border 
security personnel immedi-
ately alerted their Chinese 
counterparts to locate the 
UAV,” the statement said.

The Chinese side got 
back with the location 
details of  the Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle, the Defence 
Ministry said.

“The exact cause of the 
incident is under investiga-
tion. The matter is being 
dealt with in accordance 
with the established pro-
tocol through institutional 
mechanisms to deal with 
situations along the India-

China border areas,” the 
statement said.

A report from China’s 
Xinhua news agency on 
Thursday quoted Zhang 
Shuili, deputy head of  the 
combat bureau of the West-
ern Theater Command’s 
joint staff  department, as 
saying that an Indian UAV 
intruded into China’s air-
space and crashed.

China did not give any 
exact location or time of  
the crash.

The newly-created 
Western Theater Command 
is the largest of  the five 
military divisions in China. 
Tibet which shares a border 
with India comes under it.

Shuili said the devel-
opment “infringed upon 
China’s territorial sover-
eignty and we are strongly 
dissatisfied with and op-
posed to this.”

The incident comes 
months after a two-and-
half-month long stand-off  
in Doklam along the border 
in Sikkim, close to the India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction. 
The stand-off  started on 
June 16, when the Indian 
Army stopped a PLA party 
from its road construction 
activity in Doklam area. 
Both sides announced dis-
engagement on August 28.

The strong reaction 
from China also comes days 
ahead of  Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi’s visit to 
India for the Russia, India 
and China (RIC) Foreign 
Ministers meeting. Wang 
will arrive in India on De-
cember 10.

Kolkata, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Thursday 
urged the Indian states 
sharing border with neigh-
bouring Bangladesh to be 
vigilant against the influx 
of  Rohingyas and illegal 
migrants through the India-
Bangladesh border.

“We have talked about 
Rohingya issue. I have ap-
pealed all the states to be 
vigilant on this issue,” Singh 
said after a high-level meet-
ing here with the chief min-
isters of the states bordering 
Bangladesh.

“We have to cautious so 
that no form of  illegal mi-
gration can take place from 
across the border,” he said.

Apart from Singh, Min-
ister of State for Home Af-
fairs Kiren Rijiju, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, her Assam coun-
terpart Sarbananda Sonow-
al and Mirzoram’s Lal 
Thanhawla, along with of-
ficials from Meghalaya and 
Tripura, attended the meet-
ing at the West Bengal state 
secretariat Nabanna.

Singh said they dis-
cussed at length the issues 
of  infiltration of  criminals 
and illegal migrants across 
the international border.

“It sometimes become 
difficult to deport illegal mi-
grants because of  the fake 
documents they possess,” 
he added. 

Jaipur, Dec. 7 (IANS): Rajasthan 
government employees will go on mass 
leave on Friday to press their demands, 
which include implementing the rec-
ommendations of  the Seventh Pay 
Commission with retrospective effect 
from January 1, 2016.

The state government had on 
December 2, 2017, announced that 
it would provide benefits to its nearly 
12.5 lakh employees and pensioners 
with effect from January 1 this year 
under the seventh pay panel recom-
mendations.

Protesting against this announce-
ment, a large number of state govern-
ment employees had gathered at Ram 

Niwas Garden here on December 3 
to take out a protest rally to the Civil 
Lines area.

According to Rathore, the state em-
ployees will stage a phase-wise protest. 
On December 8, they will go on mass 
leave, while on December 11, they will 
launch a 48-hour fast. On Dec 12, they 
will observe a pen-down protest and on 
December 13, a massive protest will be 
staged at the district headquarters. 

The employees will also highlight 
a list of promises that the BJP made 
before the polls, which included the 
promise to bring the pay-scales of state 
government employees at par with 
those of the central government.

New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): The 
Defence Ministry is looking into 
the issue of  a cap of  Rs 10,000 
on educational expenses paid 
to the children of  armed forces 
martyrs, and Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has assured that the 
issue will be addressed on prior-
ity, Army chief  General Bipin 
Rawat said here on Wednesday.

According to Ministry sourc-
es, Sitharaman also held a meet-
ing on Wednesday over the issue, 
after all three forces approached 
her requesting a rollback of  the 
order.

Talking to reporters on the 
sidelines of  an event, General 
Bipin Rawat said Chairman of  
the Chiefs of  Staff  Committee, 
Navy chief  Admiral Sunil Lan-
ba, has written to the Defence 
Minister of  the issue.

“For our martyrs, children 
are entitled (to) free education. 
It is a very good thing that the 
government has done.

“What has happened is pos-
sibly because of  some misunder-

New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): RJD 
chief  Lalu Prasad on Thursday said 
his party has “certainly” accepted the 
leadership of Rahul Gandhi and will 
try to get all non-NDA parties together 
under the Congress banner to defeat 
Modi government in the 2019 general 
election.

“We certainly accept (Rahul Gan-
dhi as the leader of  the UPA). The 
Congress is a national party... The 
country has accepted the Gandhi fam-
ily because it has made sacrifices for 
the nation,” Lalu Prasad told News18.

He was asked if  the RJD would 
accept Gandhi’s elevation as the Con-
gress President by virtue of  which 
he may also come to head the Con-
gress-led United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA).

Asked if  other parties in the op-
position combine would accept the 
47-year-old Gandhi scion as UPA’s 
Prime Ministerial candidate, the RJD 
chief said they would sit together and 
“discuss what the Congress decides 
about it”.

“All of  us including (West Ben-
gal Chief  Minister and Trinamool 
Congress Chief) Mamata Banerjee, 
(Samajwadi Party President) Aklhilesh 
Yadavji, (Jharkhand former Chief  
Minister and JMM chief) Shibu Soren, 
(Bahujan Samaj Party chief) Mayawati 
will sit together to discuss the decision 
of the Congress. It is not a tough task.”

He said right now the opposition 
had a task to accord a farewell to the 
BJP in Gujarat. “We will see Narendra 
Modi off  from Gujarat. The BJP will 
get a jolt in Gujarat.”

He said the BJP was dividing the 
country and “misleading the youth in 
the name of  Ram and cow” as they 
were fearing the election loss in Gu-
jarat. “Now they are remembering the 
Ayodhya Ram.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
Moderate intensity earthquake 
jolts Kashmir
Srinagar, Dec. 7 (IANS): A moderate intensity 
earthquake occured in Kashmir in the wee hours of  
Thursday. No report of  casualty or damage has come 
from anywhere so far. “A moderate intensity earthquake 
measuring 5.4 on the Richter scale occurred at 4.59 a.m. 
today,” sources in the disaster management department 
said on Thursday. “The epicentre of the quake was near 
J&K-Xingjian border and its coordinates are latitude 
35.5 degrees north and longitude 77.6 degrees east.”

Man burnt alive over ‘love jihad’, 
accused arrested
Jaipur, Dec. 7 (IANS): A man was arrested in Rajasthan 
on Thursday for thrashing a person before burning him 
alive to “save a girl from ‘love jihad’”, officials said. 
The accused, Shambunath Raigar, also recorded the 
horrific act which was uploaded on the social media. 
The incident took place in Rajasthan’s Rajsamand 
district and the video has gone viral.  Surprisingly, in 
another video, which is also going viral, Raigar, is seen 
justifying his act. He is seen claiming in the video “the 
act is an endeavour to save a girl from ‘love jihad’”. The 
video which has gone viral, shows the perpetrator hitting 
the man with an agricultural tool, pouring kerosene oil 
on his body and burning him alive. Raigar also warned 
“those indulging in ‘love jihad’ will meet the same fate”. 
According to Rajasthan Home Minister Gulab Chand 
Kataria, a special investigation team (SIT) has been set 
up to probe the case.

HC exempts Kejriwal from 
personal appearance in 
defamation case
New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday exempted Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
from personal appearance before a trial court on 
December 11 in a criminal defamation case filed by 
Rajya Sabha MP and Essel Group Chairman Subhash 
Chandra. Justice Sangita Dhingra Sehgal, however, 
refused to stay the trial court’s proceedings in the case 
and posted the matter for January 22. Chandra sought 
Kejriwal’s prosecution under Section 500 (defamation) 
of the Indian Penal Code.

Kashmir policeman’s brother 
abducted, released 

Srinagar, Dec. 7 (IANS): Militants on Thursday released 
the brother of a police constable they had abducted a day 
earlier in Jammu and Kashmir’s Bandipora district. 
Police said Mudasir Ahmad Khan, the brother of  
Constable Farooq Ahmad Khan, was seized at gunpoint 
by the militants on Wednesday evening in Ajas village. 
He reached home safely on Thursday. The militants had 
barged into the house of the constable but he was not 
present. So they took away his brother.

Patient wrongly declared HIV+, 
closure of hospital sought
New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): In a fresh case of negligence 
by private hospitals, the Delhi Medical Council (DMC) 
has directed the Directorate General of Health Services 
(DGHS) to cancel the license of the city’s Neutech Medical 
Centre where a young man from Uttrakhand was wrongly 
declared HIV positive. Ahmad had applied for a job in 
Dubai and the test was part of  his fitness requirement. 
But two subsequent tests in Gurugram and Uttrakhand 
reported him to be HIV- and perfectly fit. The DGHS was 
urged to “take stringent action including closure of  the 
Neutech Medical Centre as it is apprehended that such 
a centre may not be equipped or have proper qualified 
doctors to run lab tests”, the letter added.

India non-commital on Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital
New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): India on Thursday declined 
to comment on US President Donald Trump’s decision 
to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, saying its 
position on Palestine “is independent and consistent”. 
The Indian statement comes ahead of  Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s expected visit to India 
early next year. Trump on Wednesday announced that 
the US now recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
describing the move as “a long overdue step” to advance 
the Middle East peace process evoking strong reactions 
from Arab and European capitals.

Charges framed against 11 ex-
MPs in cash-for-query scam
New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): Paving the way for a trial, 
a court here on Thursday framed charges against 11 
former MPs in connection with the 2005 cash-for-query 
case. After the accused pleaded not guilty, Special 
Judge Kiran Bansal fixed January 12, 2018 to begin the 
recording of the statement of prosecution witnesses in 
the case. The court on August 10 said that prima facie 
charges dealing with criminal conspiracy under the 
Indian Penal Code and the Prevention of  Corruption 
Act were made out against the accused. Special Public 
Prosecutor Atul Shrivastava alleged that the former 
Members of Parliament misused their office. They were 
caught on camera, during a sting operation, seeking 
money for asking questions in Parliament in what came 
to be known as cash-for-query scam.

Gujarat student youngest Indian 
chosen for Antarctica Expedition
New Delhi, Dec. 7 (IANS): A 13-year-old student from 
Ahmedabad is the youngest Indian to be selected for the 
prestigious annual Antarctica Expedition organised to 
spread awareness about the effects of  climate change.
Aanya is among the 80 people from across the globe 
to be chosen for the “Climate Force: Antarctica 2018 
Expedition” scheduled to be held from February 27 to 
March 12, 2018 led by Sir Robert Swan -- a polar explorer. 
Aanya, a Class 8 student, is presently studying in Sahyadri 
School, Pune. The expedition would help Aanya make a 
change at a community and corporate level and spread 
awareness about the effects of climate change.

Woman toll employee slapped
Gurugram, Dec. 7 (IANS): A 25-year-old man allegedly 
slapped a woman toll booth operator here on Thursday 
after an argument over free passage for his car, police 
said. Kuldeep Yadav wanted free passage for his car as 
Shikohpur village is one of 38 villages whose residents 
are exempt from paying the toll tax. The woman 
employee said the man got angry when she did not lift 
the boom barrier to let his vehicle pass.  A police case 
has been filed against the man, Singh said. The CCTV 
footage of the incident was made available to police.

issued him a show-cause 
notice,” Surjewala said.

“This is Congress par-
ty’s Gandhiwaad and sense 
of respect towards its rivals. 
Can Modiji (Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi) ever show 
such conviction?” he added.

Earlier in the day, Aiyar 
has called Prime Minister a 
“neech aadmi” (despicable 
person) but apologised later 

when Rahul Gandhi tweet-
ed that the Congress party 
does not endorse such lan-
guage and expected Aiyar 
to apologise.

Aiyar said that he could 
not understand the actual 
implications of  the word 
“neech” when he used it as 
he is not a Hindi speaker.

Condemning Aiyar’s 
remarks, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) said his 
remark reeked of  Con-
gress’ feudal arrogance and 
sycophancy.

Modi gave the “neech” 
remark a casteist twist, 
telling a campaign rally 
in Gujarat that Aiyar had 
called him “neech jati” or 
from a low caste. 

standing they have now capped it 
at Rs 10,000 because somebody 
must have calculated as to how 
much a person spends per month 
on a child’s education.

According to informed sourc-
es, Admiral Lanba, the senior 
most among the three service 
chiefs, in his letter to the minister 
requested the order be with-
drawn.

“...this small gesture would 
assure the families of  our brave 
women and men that the nation 

cares for them and their sacrifices 
are truly appreciated by the gov-
ernment,” the Navy chief  said in 
his letter.

“These personnel have made 
the supreme sacrifice for the 
country and the provision of  
educational concessions to their 
wards is a small gesture to rec-
ognise their commitment to the 
defence of  the country.”

An order dated September 13 
by the Department of  Ex-Serv-
icemen Welfare of  the Defence 

Ministry said the fee for tuition 
and hostel expenses for children 
of  martyrs would be capped at 
Rs 10,000 per month, as per the 
recommendations by the 7th Pay 
Commission. The order came 
into effect from July 1.

The demand for a rollback 
on the decision was also raised 
by Punjab Chief  Minister Ama-
rinder Singh and Union Minister 
of State for External Affairs Gen-
eral V.K. Singh, who is himself  
an Army ex-chief.

On Tuesday, Sitharaman had 
said that the matter was under 
consideration..

She said the decision came 
out of  the 7th Pay Commission 
recommendations.

“I am not trying to give you 
(an) excuse, 7th Pay Commis-
sion made some recommenda-
tions, recommendation was 
accepted, the Cabinet took a call 
on it... Therefore there is some 
process that has taken place. It 
is hurting us, we will go back to 
consider it.”

Nirmala Sitharaman
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World denounces US 
shift on Jerusalem

Kim Jong Un (File Photo)

Washington,  Dec.  7 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump’s recognition of  
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
triggered global flak, includ-
ing from some of America’s 
closest allies, amid fears it 
could strengthen extremists 
and destroy the region’s fal-
tering peace process.

Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Trump’s decision on 
Wednesday had made for 
a “historic day” and was 
“an important step towards 
peace”. But furious Pales-
tinians condemned it and 
warned that had diminished 
Washington’s role as a peace 
mediator.

Palestine President Mah-
moud Abbas called the deci-
sion “deplorable” and said it 
will not change Jerusalem’s 
status as the “eternal capital 
of  the State of  Palestine”.  
The hardline Hamas called 
for a “day of rage” on Friday 
and said the decision would 
“open the doors of hell” on 
US interests in the region.

In a landmark speech 
in Washington, Trump re-
versed decades of US policy 
in defiance of warnings that 
recognizing Jerusalem as the 
capital will derail the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process 
and create further unrest in 
the Middle East.

Trump, fulfilling his 
campaign promise, said he 
had “judged this course of  
action to be in the best in-
terests of  the US and the 
pursuit of  peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians”.

He said he would tell the 
State Department to begin 
preparations to move the US 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Je-
rusalem. Trump said the US 
still supported a two-state 
solution to the long-standing 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, if  
approved by both sides.

Several past US Presi-

dents insisted that the status 
of Jerusalem -- home to sites 
holy to the Jewish, Muslim 
and Christian religions -- 
must be decided in negotia-
tions between the two sides.

The UN Security Coun-
cil will discuss the issue on 
Friday after eight of the 15 
nations called for an emer-
gency session. The Arab 
League will meet on Satur-
day.  The Arab and the wider 
Muslim world, including a 
number of  US allies, con-
demned Trump’s announce-
ment. 

The Saudi Royal Court 
warned of  serious conse-
quences of  such an “irre-
sponsible and unwarranted 
step”. The United Arab 
Emirates expressed “deep 
concern” about the repercus-
sions of the decision, WAM 
news agency reported.

Lebanon’s pro-Hezbol-
lah al-Akhbar newspaper 
declared “Death to Amer-
ica” on its front page on 
Thursday. mPresident Has-
san Rouhani said Iran “will 
not tolerate a violation of  
Islamic sanctities. Muslims 
must stand united against 
this major plot”.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said the 
US decision was not only 
a violation of international 
law but also a severe blow 
to the conscience of human-
ity. Demonstrations erupted 
outside the US consulate in 
Istanbul.

Kuwait and Qatar, be-
sides China and Pakistan, 
also came out against the 
US move.  India declined to 
comment, saying its position 
on Palestine “is independent 
and consistent”.

UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said it was 
“a moment of  great anxi-
ety”. He said “there is no 
alternative to the two-state 
solution”.

N Korea says war is inevitable 
as allies continue war games 
Seoul, Dec. 7 (PTI/AP): 
North Korea says a nuclear 
war on the Korean Penin-
sula has become a matter of  
when, not if, as it continued 
to lash out at a massive joint 
military exercise between 
the United States and South 
Korea involving hundreds of  
advanced warplanes.

In comments attributed 
to an unnamed Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, North 
Korea also claimed high-
ranked US officials, includ-
ing CIA Director Mike Pom-
peo, have further confirmed 
American intent for war 
with a series of  “bellicose 
remarks.” 

Pompeo said Saturday 
that US intelligence agencies 
believe North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un doesn’t have a 
good idea about how tenu-
ous his situation is domesti-
cally and internationally. 

“The large-scale nuclear 
war exercises conducted by 
the US in succession are cre-
ating touch-and-go situation 
on the Korean peninsula 
and series of violent war re-

marks coming from the US 
high-level politicians amid 
such circumstances have 
made an outbreak of  war 
on the Korean peninsula an 
established fact. The remain-
ing question now is: when 
will the war break out,” the 
spokesman said.

“We do not wish for a 
war but shall not hide from 
it, and should the US miscal-
culate our patience and light 
the fuse for a nuclear war, 
we will surely make the US 
dearly pay the consequences 
with our mighty nuclear 
force which we have consist-
ently strengthened.” 

The comments were car-
ried by the official Korean 
Central News Agency late 
Wednesday, hours after the 
United States flew a B-1B 
supersonic bomber over 
South Korea as part of  a 
massive combined aerial 
exercise involving hundreds 
of warplanes. South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of  Staff  said 
the Guam-based bomber 
simulated land strikes at a 
military field near South 
Korea’s eastern coast during 
a drill with US and South 
Korean fighter jets.

“Through the drill, the 
South Korean and US air 

forces displayed the allies’ 
strong intent and ability to 
punish North Korea when 
threatened by nuclear weap-
ons and missiles,” the South 
Korean military said in a 
statement.

B-1Bs flyovers have be-
come an increasingly famil-
iar show of force to North 
Korea, which after three 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile tests has clearly moved 
closer toward building a 
nuclear arsenal that could vi-
ably target the US mainland.

The five-day drills that 
began Monday involve more 
than 200 aircraft, including 
six U.S. F-22 and 18 F-35 
stealth fighters. North Ko-
rea hates such displays of  
American military might 
at close range and typical-
ly uses strong language to 
condemn them as invasion 
rehearsals. It has been par-
ticularly sensitive about B-1B 
bombers, describing them as 
“nuclear strategic” although 
the planes were switched to 
conventional weaponry in 
the mid-1990s.
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Reese Witherspoon sued over ‘Gone Girl’
Actress Reese Witherspoon has been sued by a writer who claims “Gone Girl” is a rip-off  
of a screenplay penned by her. Witherspoon received various awards for producing the 
2014 film “Gone Girl”. A screenplay writer named Leslie Weller has claimed she wrote a 
screenplay called “Out of the Blue” back in 2005 and sent a copy of the same to a script 
consultant. That allowed someone to lift her work.  She says the book “Gone Girl”, which 
came out in 2012, is a rip off of her screenplay, reports tmz.com. Mentioning similarities 
between the book and her screenplay, Weller said they both focus on a married couple’s 
relationship where the husband and wife are slowly drifting apart.  “They both contain a 
key twist where the wife is not the nice, normal, and somewhat naive housewife and is in 
fact a psychopath who sets up her husband,” she said. Besides Witherspoon, Weller is also 
suing the book’s author Gillian Flynn and the movie’s director David Fincher. (IANS)

Nine bands to vie for HIRC grand finale Kohima gears up for ‘Christmas with Boney M’

Priyanka flattered 
by ‘Sexiest Asian 
Woman’ title

T
he 3rd and final round 
of  audition for  the 
Hornbill International 
Rock Contest (HIRC) 
was held on Dec. 7 at 

4th Mile Agri Expo site Dimapur. 
Thousands of  music lovers 
thronged the venue and enjoyed 
the evening which was full of  life. 

Seven bands who took the 
stage and enthralled the frenzy 
crowd on the 3rd day of  HIRC 
were Fluff  Paradox from Delhi, 

Yellow Beacon from Dimapur, 
The Prophets from Aizawl, 
Doodles from Kalimpong, 
Mount Groove from Darjeeling, 
Highway 69 from Ranchi and 
Pantocrator from Shillong.

Altogether nine selected 
bands will vie for top honors at 
the grand finale of  this year’s 
Hornbill International Rock 
Festival (HIRC), competing for 
a total cash prize of  18.5 lakhs 
in addition to music gears and 

gift hampers for winners in the 
individual category. 

The cash prizes of  Rs. 10 lakh 
and Rs. 5 lakh for the first two 
winners for this year’s HIRC is 
sponsored by the government of  
Nagaland while the 2nd runner’s 
up prize of  Rs. 3.5 lakh is being 
sponsored by Mahindra. 

The grand finale of  the Horn-
bill International Rock contest 
2017 will be hosted by Moa-
nungsang , with last year’s HIRC 

winner band making a special 
appearance. 

The list of  bands competing 
at the grand finale of  the HIRC 
2017 are Avora Records (Aizawl), 
The Prophets (Aizawl), Highway 
69 (Ranchi), Fluff  paradox (New 
Delhi), Mount Groove (Darjeel-
ing), Radio city(Kohima) , Yel-
low Beacon (Dimapur), Doodles 
(Kalimpong) and Perfect Stick 
Figure Illustrations (Gangtok) .

EMN

H
ectic preparations are going 
on at Hockey ground, IG 
stadium, Kohima for the up-
coming international show 
“Christmas with Boney M” 

scheduled for Dec. 10, which will be the 
only major music event in Kohima this 
year, stated a press release. 

With the onset of Christmas season, 
every nook and corner of Nagaland is 
filled with Boney M Christmas songs 
and this year Kohima will witness the 
band live and in person led by its found-
ing member Liz Mitchell and her line up 
comprising Toni Ashcroft (who replaced 
Bobby Farrell who died in 2010), Valerie 
Margaret Jacinth and Vanessa Paulette 
who has been touring with her since the 
late 80’s till date as Boney M featuring 
Liz Mitchell under its original record 
producer Frank Farian, mostly perform-
ing their hits such as Rivers of Babylon, 
Mary’s Boy Child, Daddy Cool, Sunny, 
Ma Baker, Belfast, Rasputin, Brown Girl 
In The Ring, to name a few. 

The band is said to arrive in Kohima 
on Dec. 9 and expected to make their entry 
into the town hopefully while night bazaar 
is going on so that fans can get a glimpse 
of them and also welcome them.

The event is expected to be a Christmas 
family show comprising an audience of all 
age groups, a sizeable part of which will be 
the older generation. A lot of fans are also 
expected to arrive in Kohima from other 
states since this is the first time in a long 
while that Boney M is performing in India, 
after a highly billed show in Delhi was 
cancelled at the last moment in 2015 which 
was followed by a concert in Mumbai the 
same year, but that was rather expensive 
for many NE fans. 

The general tickets admitting single 
entry is priced at Rs. 1000/- while others 
willing to avail parking facility and light 
refreshments will have to go for the Rs. 
10000/- Gold Pass which will admit two 
adults. Children below 10 years accompa-
nying their parents will be given free entry. 
Tickets will be available at the venue be-
sides the outlets in different districts where 
sale is going on.

In order to ensure smooth traffic flow 
on the concert night, upcoming vehicles 
from Wokha side and those proceeding to 
IG stadium from High School side will be 
diverted towards New Secretariat through 
High Court junction below Merema, stated 
the release.

EMN

Actress Priyanka 
Chopra has been 
named ‘Sexiest 

Asian Woman’ for the fifth 
time in a row. She feels 
flattered. The “Quantico” 
star has topped a list of 50 
‘Sexiest Asian Women’, 
compiled by London-based 
weekly newspaper Eastern 
Eye.  Priyanka tweeted: “I 
should thank my mom and 
dad for this award...lol! It’s 
purely their genetics and 
also the immense love you 
guys give me every single 
time which has put me on 
top of the list 5 times over. 
Thank you Eastern Eye... 
you do know how to flatter 
a girl!” In the list, TV ac-
tress Nia Sharma acquired 
the second spot while the 
“Bajirao Mastani” star 
Deepika Padukone was on 
the third position.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Munu Khamo 
popularly known as 
Milo is a 17-year old 
rapper who started rap-
ping at a young age. His 
interest towards rapping 
is being credited to Em-
inem whose songs he 
grew up listening to.

He believes that 
the present Naga soci-
ety can be transformed 
through the agent of  
good music. 

Milo says his debut 
single “Milo Naga” is a 
letter expressing about 
his thoughts for a better 
Naga society  and how 
to bring changes.

K-1487DP-267

EASTERN MIRROR: What best 
describes you as an artist?

Munu Khamo: I would de-
scribe myself  as a young passionate 
rapper working for the service of  
God and our Naga society who be-
lieve that our Naga society  can be 
transformed through the agent of  

good music especially 
the genre of rap 

music.

EASTERN 
MIRROR: 
Your inspira-
tions?

Munu 
Khamo: 

Well, God is my 
inspiration also, 
my family and 

yea, there 

have been many artists and rappers 
who have inspired me right from 
the bottom just to name a few ,Lec-
rea Borkung Hrangkhawl and one 
of our local artist still rhyming they 
have inspired me to rap for  a good 
and noble cause.

EASTERN MIRROR: Apart 
from rapping, do you also sing 
other genres?

Munu Khamo: Yes some-
times I do sing in the church but 
I spend most of my time rapping 
one or the other genre of rap music 
cause I’m more maestro over rap.

EASTERN MIRROR: When 
did you realise rapping was your 
passion?

Munu Khamo: Honestly I 
don’t recall the exact time when I 
got into rap. I remember rapping 
along with Eminem’s Mocking-
bird, when I’m gone etc. and 
somehow I began to feel the vibe 
and flowed with that energy of  
the power of rapping. That’s the 
time I realised rapping was my 
passion. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What 
is your debut “Milo Naga” 

all about?
Munu Khamo: “Milo 

Naga” I would say that it’s a letter 
expressing my thoughts for our bet-
ter Naga society  and how to bring 
a change.

EASTERN MIRROR: If you had 
to give up music – what would 
you do to be creative?

Munu Khamo: I would 
paint basing on peace and express 
my feeling through the painting to 
the people as painting is also a part 
of  emotion expression and not 
only a sketch of a figure

EASTERN MIRROR: Have you 
had any ‘formal’ music training?

Munu Khamo: Mmm....
so far I did not receive any ‘formal’ 
degree training in music. yes I at-
tended a short- term music school 
in Dimapur known as Beautiful 
Feet Ministry.

EASTERN MIRROR: Any 
upcoming projects that you would 
like your fans to know about?

Munu Khamo: Yap, if  its 
God will I would like to come up 
with a love or a gospel rap song so 
please do pray for me.
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Washington, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
NASA plans to launch on Decem-
ber 10 a balloon-borne instrument 
to collect information on cosmic 
rays, high-energy particles from 
beyond the solar system that enter 
Earth’s atmosphere every moment 
of  every day.

The instrument, called the Su-
per Trans-Iron Galactic Element 
Recorder (SuperTIGER), is de-
signed to study rare heavy nuclei, 
which hold clues about where and 
how cosmic rays attain speeds up 
to nearly the speed of  light.

“Heavy elements, like the gold 
in your jewellery, are produced 
through special processes in stars, 

and SuperTIGER aims to help us 
understand how and where this 
happens,” said lead co-investigator 
John Mitchell at NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 

“We’re all stardust, but figuring 
out where and how this stardust is 
made helps us better understand 
our galaxy and our place in it,” 
Mitchell said.

The most common cosmic ray 
particles are protons or hydrogen 
nuclei, making up roughly 90 per 
cent, followed by helium nuclei 
(eight per cent) and electrons (one 
per cent). 

The remainder contains the 

nuclei of  other elements, with 
dwindling numbers of  heavy nuclei 
as their mass rises. 

With SuperTIGER, researchers 
are looking for the rarest of  the rare 
-- so-called ultra-heavy cosmic ray 
nuclei beyond iron, from cobalt to 
barium.

“Within the last few years, it 
has become apparent that some 
or all of  the very neutron-rich 
elements heavier than iron may 
be produced by neutron star 
mergers instead of  supernovas,” 
said co-investigator Jason Link 
at Goddard.

“It’s possible neutron star 
mergers are the dominant source 

of  heavy, neutron-rich cosmic 
rays, but different theoretical 
models produce different quanti-
ties of  elements and their iso-
topes,” said Robert Binns, the 
principal investigator at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, which 
leads the mission. 

“The only way to choose be-
tween them is to measure what’s 
really out there, and that’s what 
we’ll be doing with SuperTIGER,” 
Binns added.

The previous flight of  Super-
TIGER, which ended in February 
2013, lasted 55 days, setting a 
record for the longest flight of  any 
heavy-lift scientific balloon.

NASA to launch scientific balloon 
to study rare cosmic particles

Collision with Moon-sized body 
brought gold to Earth: Study

Europa may have plate tectonics 
similar to those on Earth

Clay on Red Planet due to 
Martian crust, not water — Study

Cyient announces 
India’s first drone 
hackathon

Consumers think Artificial Intelligence 
will steal their privacy — survey

Humans may have plateaued 
out limits for lifespan— study
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1672

 ACROSS
 1. Made initial wager
 6. Kills (slang)
 10. Hard central part of some fruit
 14. Large beaver-like rodent
 15. Coagulated mass
 16. Semi-precious gem
 17. Nocturnal South American  

hoofed animal with a flexible 
snout

 18. Arizona native tribe
 19. Tribe of priests
 20. Store operator
 22. Coupled
 24. Listen
 25. Closely woven cotton fabric
 26. “Father of the military 

academy” Sylvanus ______ 
(1785-1872)

 29. Loud noise
 30. Atoms with an electrical charge
 31. Early prospectors
 37. Lowest point
 39. Vigor
 40. Group of boy scouts
 41. Disease causing fever and skin 

inflammation
 44. ____ fide: sincere
 45. Folded
 46. Exchanges
 48. Human waste recepticle seats
 52. Ancient Chinese capital (221-

206 BC)
 53. St. Francis of ______
 54. Pertaining to the cervix
 58. Thousandths
 59. Woodwind
 61. Make up for
 62. Partly carbonized vegetable 

matter
 63. Flaccid
 64. Gentlemen
 65. Limbs
 66. Declines
 67. Essences or beings 
 DOWN
 1. Protrays

 2. Built an ark
 3. Keyboarding mistake
 4. Pineal body
 5. Spice and sauce company 

(Founded in 1850)
 6. Pale brownish-yellow color
 7. Failure
 8. A vain, affected man
 9. Payment
 10. Paroxysmal pain in the 

abdomen
 11. Classical musical theatre
 12. Bolero composer
 13. Omit in pronunciation 

 21. Hearing organs
 23. Jargon or idiom
 25. City in Italy
 26. Prong
 27. Grey or white
 28. Actor ____ Griffith
 29. Constructed
 32. Baking appliances
 33. City dwellers
 34. Not bad
 35. Sharpen
 36. Resorts
 38. Flowering shrub bearing 

gooseberries

 42. Joins a leaf to a stem
 43. Mix
 47. Plunder
 48. City in Florida
 49. Willow used for 

basketwork
 50. One of the major religions
 51. Written memory aids
52. Leaks
54. Hair brush
55. Arguments against
56. In front of
57. Not more
60. Apron
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Washington,  Dec.  7 
(IANS): A large Moon-
sized planetary body pen-
etrated all the way down 
to the Earth’s core during 
the early days of  our home 
planet’s formation, deliver-
ing in the process precious 
metals such as gold and 
platinum, suggests a new 
study.

The team determined 
the total amount of  mate-
rial delivered to Earth may 
have been two to five times 
greater than previously 
thought, and the impacts 
altered Earth in a profound 
way while depositing famil-
iar elements like gold.

“These results have 
far-reaching implications 
for Moon-forming theo-
ries and beyond,” said 
Simone Marchi of  South-
west Research Institute in 
the US.

“Interestingly, our find-
ings elucidate the role of  
large collisions in deliver-
ing precious metals like 
gold and platinum found 

here on Earth,” Marchi 
added.

Planetary collisions are 
at the core of  our solar sys-
tem’s formation. Scientists 
have long believed that 
after the Moon’s formation, 
the early Earth experienced 
a long period of  bombard-
ment that diminished about 
3.8 billion years ago.

During this period, 
called “late accretion,” col-
lisions with Moon-sized 
planetary bodies, known as 
planetesimals, embedded 
extensive amounts of  metal 
and rock-forming minerals 
into the Earth’s mantle and 
crust. 

It is estimated that ap-
proximately 0.5 per cent of  
Earth’s present mass was 
delivered during this stage 
of  planetary evolution.

The new study con-
firms how massive colli-
sions delivered metal to 
early Earth.

With the support of  
NASA, researchers at the 
Southwest Research In-

stitute and University of  
Maryland created high-
resolution impact simu-
lations that showed sig-
nificant portions of  a large 
planetesimal’s core could 
penetrate all the way down 
to merge with Earth’s core 
-- or bounced back into 
space and escape the planet 
entirely.

The study published in 
the journal Nature Geo-
science found evidence of  
more massive accretion 
onto the Earth than pre-
viously thought after the 
Moon’s formation. 

The mantle abundances 
of  certain trace elements 
such as platinum, iridium 
and gold, which tend to 
bond chemically with me-
tallic iron, are much higher 
than what would be ex-
pected to result from core 
formation. 

This discrepancy can 
most easily be explained 
by late accretion after core 
formation was complete, 
the study said.

New York, Dec 7 (IANS): 
The icy shell of  Jupiter’s 
moon Europa may have 
plate tectonics similar to 
those on Earth which could 
have important implications 
for the possibility of  life in 
the ocean thought to exist 
beneath the moon’s surface, 
suggests new research.

The study, published in 
the Journal of  Geophysi-
cal Research: Planets, uses 
computer modelling to 
show that subduction -- 
when a tectonic plate slides 
underneath another and 
sinks deep into a planet’s 
interior -- is physically pos-
sible in Europa’s ice shell. 

The findings bolster 
earlier studies of  Europa’s 
surface geology that found 
regions where the moon’s 
ice shell looks to be expand-
ing in a way that is similar 
to the mid-ocean spreading 
ridges on Earth. 

“We have this evidence 
of extension and spreading, 
so the question becomes 
where does that material 
go?” said Brandon Johnson, 
Assistant Professor at Brown 
University in the US and a 
lead author of the study.

“On Earth, the answer 
is subduction zones. What 
we show is that under rea-
sonable assumptions for 

conditions on Europa, sub-
duction could be happening 
there as well, which is really 
exciting,” Johnson said. 

Part of  the excitement, 
Johnson explained, is that 
surface crust is enriched 
with oxidants and other 
chemical food for life. 

Subduction provides 
a means for that food to 
come into contact with the 
subsurface ocean scientists 
think probably exists under 
Europa’s ice.

“If  indeed there’s life 
in that ocean, subduction 
offers a way to supply the 
nutrients it would need,” 
Johnson said.

Washington,  Dec.  7 
(IANS): Clay minerals on 
Mars could have formed 
during the creation of  the 
Martian crust itself, long 
before any water flowed 
on the planet, suggests new 
research that could rewrite 
the early history of the Red 
Planet.

“One of  the complica-
tions that comes up in Mars 
evolution is that we can’t cre-
ate a scenario where surface 
weathering had the capac-
ity to produce the extent of  
mineral alteration that we 
see,” said Jack Mustard, Pro-
fessor at Brown University in 
the US and study co-author. 

Scientists have found 
evidence of  ancient phyl-
losilicates, or clays, on the 
Martian surface. 

Phyllosilicates are gener-
ally formed by the interac-
tion of water with volcanic 

rock, leading many scientists 
to conclude that there must 
have been sustained surface 
water, groundwater or ac-
tive hydrothermal systems 
at some point in Martian 
history. 

In the very early solar 
system, Mars and other 
rocky planets are thought to 
have been covered by oceans 
of molten magma. 

As the Mars magma 
ocean began to cool and 
solidify, water and other 
dissolved volatiles would 
be outgassed to the surface, 
forming a thick, steamy at-
mosphere surrounding the 
planet. 

The moisture and heat 
from that high-pressure 
steam bath would have con-
verted vast swathes of  the 
newly solidified surface to 
clay. 

As the planet then 

evolved over billions of  
years, volcanic activity and 
asteroid bombardments 
would have covered the 
clays in some places and 
excavated them in others, 
leading to the widespread 
but patchy distribution seen 
on the surface today.

To demonstrate that the 
mechanism they propose 
is plausible, the researchers 
synthesized rock samples 
matching the composition 
of Martian basalt. 

They then used a high-
pressure device to recreate 
temperature and pressure 
conditions that may have 
been present amid the steam 
atmosphere created by a 
magma ocean. 

After cooking samples 
for two weeks, the team 
checked to see if  they had 
been altered and to what 
extent.

New Delhi, Dec 7 m 
(IANS) To develop 
innovative commer-
cial and industrial 
solutions using the 
la tes t  drone tech-
nology, global solu-
tions provider Cyient 
on Wednesday an-
nounced the launch 
of  India’s first UAV 
h a c k a t h o n  c a l l e d 
“Hackadrone 2018”.

O r g a n i s e d  b y 
Cyient and China-
based tech firm DJI, 
in sponsorship with 
Microsoft and the Te-
langana government, 
the event is open to 
developers, start-ups, 
college students and 
independent software 
programmers from 
across the country.

“We invite devel-
opers and technol-
ogy students across 
India to participate in 
Hackadrone 2018 and 
use this opportunity 
to develop leading-
edge  sof tware  ap-
plications for drone-
based  p la t for ms,” 
Dr Jan Radtke, Vice 
President and Head, 

New Business Accel-
erator at Cyient, said 
in a statement.

P a r t i c i p a t i n g 
teams will compete 
to develop original 
software applications 
on the DJI industrial 
drone platform using 
DJI’s Software Devel-
opment Kit (SDK). 

The industry op-
tions include utilities, 
telecommunications, 
energy and natural re-
sources, smart cities, 
navigation, security, 
transportation and 
agriculture. Cyient 
will provide all the 
necessar y suppor t 
including the drone 
platforms, mentoring 
and expert help on 
SDK to develop the 
shortlisted ideas.

“ H a c k a d r o n e 
2018” is now open for 
registration at www.
hackadrone.in and 
the final entries will 
be selected by Janu-
ary 25. 

Cyient will organ-
ise a grand finale in 
Hyderabad between 
February 5-9.

New York, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
Despite so much buzz about 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
this year, nearly three-quar-
ters of  the consumers are 
concerned about AI infring-
ing on their privacy, a new 
survey said on Thursday.

The survey of  more 
than 5,000 people by global 
professional services firm 
Genpact also revealed that 
59 per cent of the respond-
ents think their government 
should do more to protect 
personal data from AI.

“AI is a game-changer 
to improve the customer ex-
perience, yet real challenges 
remain regarding trust and 
privacy,” said Sanjay Srivas-
tava, Chief  Digital Officer, 
Genpact. 

“To encourage adoption, 
the key is to have visibility 
into AI decisions, and be 
able to track and explain the 
logic behind them. Compa-
nies need to break through 
the ‘black box’ to drive better 
insights for their business 
and give consumers the as-
surance they need,” Srivas-
tava added. 

Only 12 per cent of the 
people surveyed said they 
would prefer to be served by 
a chatbot, even if the service 
they receive is faster and 
more accurate than that of  
a human. 

London, Dec. 7 (IANS): Environ-
mental changes, including climate, 
may have caused human beings 
to reach their maximum limits for 
height, lifespan and physical per-
formance, researchers have found.

Despite stories that with each 
generation we will live longer and 
longer, the researchers suggests there 
may be a maximum threshold to 
our biological limits that we cannot 
exceed.

The first of  its kind study, that 
looked at 120 years worth of histori-
cal information, revealed that these 
biological limitations may be af-

fected by anthropogenic impacts on 
the environment -- including climate 
change -- which could have a delete-
rious effect on these limits. 

“The current declines in human 
capacities we can see today are a sign 
that environmental changes, includ-
ing climate, are already contributing 
to the increasing constraints we now 
have to consider,” said Jean-François 
Toussaint, Professor at the Paris Des-
cartes University in France.

For example, human height 
has decreased in the last decade in 
some African countries, this suggests 
some societies are no longer able to 

provide sufficient nutrition for each 
of their children and maintain the 
health of their younger inhabitants, 
the researchers explained. 

“These traits no longer increase, 
despite further continuous nutrition-
al, medical, and scientific progress. 
This suggests that modern societies 
have allowed our species to reach 
its limits. We are the first generation 
to become aware of this,” Toussaint 
added.

Thus, rather than continually 
improving, we will see a shift in 
the proportion of  the population 
reaching the previously recorded 

maximum limits. 
“This will be one of the biggest 

challenges of  this century as the 
added pressure from anthropogenic 
activities will be responsible for dam-
aging effects on human health and 
the environment,” Toussaint said, in 
the paper, published in the journal 
Frontiers in Physiology.

The researchers hope their find-
ings will encourage policymakers 
to focus on strategies for increasing 
quality of  life and maximise the 
proportion of  the population that 
can reach these maximum biologi-
cal limits.

“Yet, over three times more 
executives (38 per cent) think 
their customers will prefer service 
by a chatbot in three years,” the 
survey noted.

Although companies con-
tinue to embrace AI, many po-
tential customers still have sub-
stantial fears.  Nearly two thirds 
of  respondents worry that AI 
will make decisions that will 
impact their lives without their 
knowledge. 

Moreover, 58 per cent of  
people surveyed do not feel com-
fortable with companies using AI 
to access their data to personalise 
and improve their experiences 
with a brand.

Even with the explosive 
growth of  home digital assist-

ants, chatbots, smart sensors, etc., 
consumers still perceive they have 
little contact with AI. 

Less than half  of those sur-
veyed say they interact with some 
form of AI regularly. In addition, 
two in five (41 per cent) believe 
that AI has made no difference to 
their lives. “Younger generations’ 
rapidly changing views under-
score how AI, even in these early 
days, is the single biggest shift that 
is transforming how people inter-
act with businesses and the world 
around them,” added Srivastava. 

According to a previous Gen-
pact study, 88 per cent of senior 
executives at companies that are 
leaders in AI expect the technol-
ogy will drive better customer 
experiences within three years.
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Klopp gets reward as 'Fab 
Four' smash Spartak for seven

Russia my 
last shot at 
World Cup 
glory – Messi 

United can 
deal with 
Pogba's derby 
absence - Mata

Kohli inches closer to Ponting's 
record in ICC rankings

KAAC honours Ankushita Boro

Chakhesang tribe wins tug of war competition

Upper Bayavii to face Lower 
Bayavii in T20 finals today

Ashes: Confident Australia move on to Perth with urn on their minds

Thenyizu winter football cup underway

Liverpool's Senegalese midfielder Sadio Mane (C) celebrates scoring their fourth goal during the UEFA Champions League Group E 
football match between Liverpool and Spartak Moscow at Anfield in Liverpool.

Chakhesang tribesmen seen engaged in a tu-of-war on Thursday in Kohima. 
EM Images

Liverpool, Dec. 7 (Re-
uters): Liverpool manager 
Juergen Klopp’s philosophy 
that attack is the best form 
of  defence paid off  hand-
somely on Wednesday as 
his four-pronged attack ham-
mered Spartak Moscow 7-0 
at Anfield.

The second 7-0 win of  
the Group E campaign, 
following the thrashing of  
Maribor in Slovenia, was a 

reminder of the devastating 
potential of his “Fab Four” 
attack. Philippe Coutinho, 
playing just behind the for-
ward line, struck a hat-trick 
while Sadio Mane, operating 
on the right flank, scored 
twice.

Effervescent Egyptian 
Mohamed Salah was also on 
target as was centre-forward 
Roberto Firmino as Klopp’s 
side simply out-classed the 

Russians.
“Nobody could imagine 

that it would go like this to-
night. Spartak Moscow is a 
really good side, I know you 
won’t think so now but they 
are difficult to play against. 
We opened the game per-
fectly and after we took the 
lead we didn’t have to de-
fend. It was a nice night,” 
Klopp said.

“It helps to get an early 

goal or two. I told them at 
halftime we needed to show 
that we learn from our mis-
takes and keep going,” he 
said, in reference to the 3-3 
draw in Seville in which the 
Reds gave up a 3-0 lead.

This time there was 
no relenting as Liverpool 
turned it on in the second 
half, their attack showing a 
level of  understanding and 
incisiveness that will make 

Sydney, Dec. 7 (Reuters): Australia 
captain Steve Smith thinks England 
will struggle to get back into the 
Ashes series after losing in Adelaide 
to trail 2-0 heading into next week’s 
third test in Perth.

Smith admitted to some nerves 
when the tourists mounted a come-
back after he decided not to enforce 
the follow-on in the second test but 
said it would now be a long road 
back for England in the five-match 
series after a 120-run defeat.

“It’s always tough coming back 
from 2-0 down, particularly when 
you’re away from home,” Smith 

said.
”You’re really only one or two 

bad sessions away from the series, re-
ally. That can really play on people’s 
minds when you’re behind. We have 
to be confident, we have to continue 
what we’re doing, doing the basics 
really well, getting big first innings 
runs is crucial as we’ve seen, and 
just backing up day in and day out.”

Four reasons for Australian con-
fidence were occupying row 13 of  
flight QF 740 from Adelaide to Syd-
ney on Thursday with quicks Josh 
Hazlewood, Mitchell Starc and Pat 
Cummins on one side of  the aisle 

and off-spinner Nathan “Gazza” 
Lyon on the other.

Although suggestions that the 
bowling attack is the best to have 
ever donned baggy green caps are 
probably wide of  the mark, they 
have done their job by dismissing 
England twice in both the first two 
tests.

“I think the exciting thing is our 
bowling group can only get better,” 
Starc told reporters on arrival at 
Sydney airport.

“Obviously we’ve taken 40 wick-
ets over the last couple of  weeks and 
done some really good things but 

there’s still room for improvement.”
Starc took 5-88 after mopping up 

the England tail with the new pink 
ball on Wednesday, while Hazle-
wood snuffed out hopes of  an Eng-
land win with two wickets, including 
that of  captain Joe root, in the first 
three overs of  the day.

Cummins crucially pegged the 
English back with the wicket of  
Dawid Malan on Wednesday night, 
while Lyon is the leading wicket tak-
er in tests this year and his captain 
described his bowling in Adelaide as 
“exceptional”.

“Paddy, Josh and I have grown 

up together -- Gazza’s a bit older 
-- we’ve been around each other for 
a long time and we’re really close 
mates,” Starc added.

”I think that shows in the way we 
play our cricket and we’re gelling re-
ally nicely and complementing each 
other really well. Gazza’s bowling 
the house down at the moment and 
that allows the other three of  us to 
just do what we do at the other end. 
Josh does what he does and allows 
Pat and I to bowl as fast as we want.”

Smith said he was keen for his 
bowlers and batsmen to get some 
rest before the Perth test starts next 

Thursday. “There’s a reasonable 
break between now and Perth so the 
bowlers can freshen up and the bat-
ters can freshen their minds, and we 
can come back and hopefully win 
the Ashes back in Perth,” he added.

The test will be the last at the 
WACA and Starc said he was hop-
ing to be presented with a bowling 
surface that harked back to the days 
when the likes of  Dennis Lillee and 
Jeff  Thomson terrorised English 
batsmen in Perth. “Hopefully we 
see a nice fast, bouncy wicket, the 
WACA of  old, and get stuck into 
that as a bowling group,” he said. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 7:  Thenyizumi village rep-
resenting the Chakhesang tribe emerged 
victorious at the Hornbill tug-of-war com-
petition held at Kisama on Thursday. 

The final match was played between 
Chakhesang and Ao tribe with Chakhe-

sang tribe winning both the bouts to 
claimed the first prize and was awarded 
an amount of INR 20,000, while Ao tribe, 
the runners-up received a prize of  INR 
10,000. The competition saw 14 tribes 
with 8 members from each tribe playing 
best-of-3 rounds. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 7 (EMN): Upper Bayavii 
Sixers and Lower Bayavii Giants won 
their respective semifinal match to set up 
a final clash at the ongoing 5th edition of  
10-Northern Angami-I T20 Bash orga-
nized by Brotherhood Group at Kohima 
village ground, Ziekezou on Wednesday.

In the first semifinal match, Upper 
Bayavii Sixers beat P Khel Eagles by 6 
wickets. Sixers elected to bowl and Eagles 
scored a total of 142/5 in 20 overs. Moni 
(50 not out) and Vesan (38) were the high-
est scorers for Eagles.

In reply, Moarenba (72 not out) 
helped his team enter the finals as Sixers 
managed to reach the target in 19.5 over 
losing four wickets in the process. Montu 
of Eagles took two wickets in four overs. 

Moarenba of Sixers with his half-century 
was adjudged as the man of the match.

In the second semifinal match, Lower 
Bayavii Giants beat North Block Warriors 
by 9 wickets to enter the final. North 
Block elected to bat and scored a modest 
score of 150/7 in 20 overs, with Diethol-
houtuo (56 not out) and Renjanthung (43) 
contributing the highest runs for War-
riors, while Thungchamo claimed three 
wickets in four overs for Giants.

Chasing 151, Imomemba (58 not out) 
and Tapitu (40 not out) helped the team to 
reach the target in 15.3 overs for Giants. 
Imomenba with his half-century was 
awarded the man of the match.

FRIDAY’S FIXTURE (FINAL)
Upper Bayavii Sixers vs Lower Bayavii 

Giants @ 10 am

Dimapur Dec. 7 (EMN):  The first edition 
of the Winter Cup Football tournament 
2017 got underway at Thenyizu village 
local ground under Phek district with 
Cole Mero, director of life sports as the 
chief guest.

Colo Mero in his speech lauded Khre-
tho Kohima boys for organizing such 
tournament in a rural area and further 
encouraged the players to utilize the tal-
ent. Playing on a knockout basis, Kings 
Chozuba beat Khretho Kroko 2-0 in the 
first match, while Genius FC overpowered 
FC Chetheba 2-1.

In the third match of the tournament, 
Kohima FC defeated Rising FC by 3-1. 
In the last match of  the day, Hills FC 
narrowly beat Win FC 1-0. While the 
quarterfinal matches of  the tournament 
will begin on Friday.  

The three-day tournament was orga-
nized by Khretho Boys Kohima with an 
aim to promote local players and provide 
them a platform to compete. A total of 13 
teams are participating in the tournament 
where the champions will walk home with 
a cash of INR 30,000 along with a trophy 
and the runners-up to receive INR 15,000.

HOME TURF 

potential rivals in the last 16 
take notice.

“It’s really difficult when 
we go to the next gear and 
use the space, it was nice 
to watch tonight,” he said. 
Asked if  he felt his attack 
would be viewed as a major 
threat, Klopp applied the 
brake to his enthusiasm.

“If we perform like this, 
in these moments, if we are 
that clinical, then yes. But we 
had the same players already 
and didn’t score. If  they 
perform like this then it is 
obviously a threat,” he said.

But Klopp dismissed 
the notion he had played an 
ultra-attacking line-up, say-
ing that Mane and Coutinho 
were given essentially mid-
field duties. “They were 
proper midfielders, they had 
to defend. Phil and Sadio….
they had a clear structure, 
having Roberto running ev-
erywhere and Mo between 
the lines. I said before the 
game, the best way not to 
lose is to win and that is 
what we tried,” he said.

But is such an approach 
capable of working against 
the top teams in the Premier 
League? “I don’t think the 
Champions League is easier 
than the Premier League,” 
said Klopp.

“Of course if  you play 
(Manchester) United….and 
the weekend (against Ever-
ton) will be different already, 
we will have the ball much 
more for sure, but it’s not too 
offensive or too defensive. 
The approach is not the 
thing, it is what we do with 
it,” he said. 

Buenos Aires, Dec. 7 (IANS): Football star 
Lionel Messi has admitted that next year's 
World Cup in Russia is likely to be his last 
chance to win a major international tour-
nament for Argentina.

The 30-year-old Barcelona forward is 
still seeking his first senior trophy with the 
Albiceleste, having come painfully close 
in the past three and a half years as a los-
ing finalist in the 2014 World Cup, 2015 
Copa America and 2016 Copa America, 

reports Xinhua news agency. 
"People are waiting for this group to 

leave because it has not won for a long 
time and those who criticize get tired 
of always seeing the same faces," Messi 

told TyC Sports.
"I think it's the last opportunity for this group. 
There is a lot of excitement. If we do badly, 

the entire national team will have to dis-
appear. It's going to be very difficult for 

anyone to continue because we have 
already been here for a number of  

years."
Argentina endured a torrid qual-

ifying campaign in South America's 
CONMEBOL group, only securing 

a World Cup place in the last match 
against Ecuador in October with a 

Messi-inspired 3-1 victory in Quito.
The Albiceleste have been drawn in one of the 

toughest World Cup groups alongside Iceland, 
Nigeria and Croatia.

Manchester, Dec. 7 (Re-
uters): Manchester United 
have the talent to cope with 
Paul Pogba’s absence dur-
ing their top-of-the-table 
showdown with Manchester 
City, fellow midfielder Juan 
Mata said ahead of Sunday’s 
Premier League clash.

Pogba, who has scored 
three league goals and pro-
vided five assists in eight 
appearances for United this 
season, impressed in the 3-1 
win at Arsenal last weekend 
but was dismissed in the sec-
ond half for a reckless tackle 
on Hector Bellerin.

As the Frenchman serves 
the first of  his three-match 
suspension, Spaniard Mata 
is confident his team mates 
can step up and help second-
placed United reduce the 
eight-point gap to their local 
rivals atop the table.

“He’s a fantastic player... 
He’s a very complete mid-
fielder, he can do all things. 
He will be a big miss but 
another player will play and 
try his best,” Mata told the 
British media.

“I think we have a good 
squad and have good players 
to replace any other player. 
Hopefully we can win for 
him.”

Dubai, Dec. 7 (IANS): 
India skipper Virat Kohli's 
prolific run with the wil-
low has helped him jump 
three spots to the second 
position in the latest ICC 
Test Rankings released on 
Thursday and inch closer 
to match Australian legend 
Ricky Ponting's record of  
holding the top spot across 
all the three formats at the 
same time.

Former Australia cap-
tain Ponting is the only 
batsman to have topped all 
three formats at the same 
time -- in December-January 
2005-06, while his compa-
triot Matthew Hayden is 
the other batsman to have 
topped all three formats.

Kohli, who amassed 615 
runs in the just-concluded 
three-match Test rubber 
against Sri Lanka, includ-
ing two back-to-back double 
tons, holds the top spot in 
both ODIs and T20Is.

The 29-year-old, who 
stroked 243 and followed 
with 50 in the drawn third 
Test against the islanders, 
entered the series in sixth 
position but has leapfrogged 
David Warner, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Kane Williamson 
and Joe Root after the stu-
pendous run which saw him 
average 152.50.

Though 45 points sepa-
rate him from No.1 ranked 
Australia captain Steve 
Smith, Kohli would be eye-

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec.7 (EMN): 
The Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC) 
on Thursday felicitated 
boxer Ankushita Boro at 
KAAC, Secretariat confer-
ence hall. 

The Chief  Executive 

Member of  KAAC, Tuli-
ram handed over a cheque 
of  INR 2 lakh to the boxer. 
Ankushita Boro clinched 
in under-64 kg category 
during the recently con-
cluded AIBA youth wom-
en’s boxing championship 
held in Guwahati. 

ing the chance of reaching 
the zenith in all three for-
mats in the upcoming three-
Test rubber in South Africa 
in January.

Smith is now on 938 
points while Kohli is on 893 
points. Among other Indi-
ans moving northwards in 
the rankings are opener Mu-
rali Vijay (up three places 
to 25th) and middle-order 
batsman Rohit Sharma (up 
six places to 40th). Pujara, 
however dropped two spots 
to No.4.

England captain Joe 
Root has retained his third 
spot after scores of  nine 
and 67 in Adelaide while 
New Zealand skipper Kane 
Williamson dropped a spot 
to complete the top-5.  For 
Sri Lanka, captain Dinesh 
Chandimal has gained eight 
places to a career-best ninth 
spot after finishing the series 
with 366 runs. 

Meanwhile, left-arm 
spinner Ravindra Jadeja 
has dropped one place to 
be positioned at No.3 in the 
ICC Test bowlers' rankings, 
which is led by England's 
James Anderson and fol-
lowed by South African 
Kagiso Rabada.

India's premier off-spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin 
stayed at the No.4 spot while 
veteran Sri Lankan left-arm 
spinner Rangana Herath 
was at No.5. Ashwin, how-
ever dropped a rung to No.4 
in the all-rounder's list after 
a poor run with the willow 
in the Sri Lankan series. 

The all-rounder's table 
is topped by Bangladesh's 
Shakib Al Hasan followed 
by Jadeja and England's 
Ben Stokes, who rose a spot 
despite being out of the on-
going Ashes campaign.


