
(L) Anil Khosla with TR Zeliang (R) Abhay Krishna with the TR Zelaing

Rajnath Singh along with Neiphiu Rio and Neiba Kronu during courtesy call on the former by the state 
leaders at New Delhi on Wednesday. 

Some items from Expression of life on display at Bamboo Pavilion, Kisama. 
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The Lotha cultural troupe demonstrating an indigenous game known as  Amongi Namvu Hono Chete Merengta during the 
cultural performances on Day-6 of the Hornbill Festival at Kisama on Wednesday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 13°

Agartala 26° 18°

Gangtok 21° 09°

Guwahati 26° 16°

Imphal 23° 10°

Itanagar 23° 13°

Shillong 20° 08°

Delhi 24° 11°

Kolkata 27° 19°

Chennai 30° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18.3° 8°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 59%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE
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Darogapathar  v i l lage  counci l  condemns 

Probable  Indian  Air  Force  radar  s ta t ion  in  Pfu tsero

Rajnath Singh to attend Hornbill  Festival

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
In what could be another 
bungling by the cadres of  
one of  the Naga national-
ist groups, a quit notice was 
served on a catholic priest 
who is currently attached 
to the Don Bosco Voca-
tional Training Centre in 
Darogapathar Village Di-
mapur. 

The matter was brought 
to light on Wednesday by 
the Darogapathar Village 
Council along with  a copy 
of  the letter dated Dec. 1 
wherein the People’s Re-
public of  Nagaland group 
of  the NNC gave the priest 
till Dec. 10 to 'move from 
the place'.

Father Jose Chacko is a 
Salesian of  Don Bosco and 
is currently the rector of  
the training centre.

The Darogapathar Vil-
lage Council stated that it 
is 'shocked and surprised 
over the quit notice' that 
was served on the rector 
and that the council finds 
no valid and reasonable 
genuine reasons.

The council questioned 
how a 'revolutionary gov-
ernment'  such as the 
NNC/PRN can stoop low 
by entertaining a personal 
complaint lodged by the 
'past Diploma students'. 

It instead asked the 
NNC/PRN to protect the 
institution that is beneficial 
for the Naga population. 

"Instead, the NNC/
PRN should have being 
an instrumental source to 
safeguard the Institutions 
which have been provid-
ing educational avenues 
and job oriented trainings 
to our young Naga popu-
lations," stated the village 
council.

The village council also 
was suspicious of  the au-
thenticity of  the letter and 
so appealed to the group 
and clear its name. 

"The Darogapathar Vil-
lage Council would further 
like to point out, that, the 
Quit Notice being served 
on the letter head of  the 
“Commander-in-Chief ” 
(Naga Army), the authen-

ticity of  it, is also question-
able, as it bears no name 
or contact number, except 
signature, therefore, the 
Council urges the con-
cerned authority to look 
into the genuiness of  it, so 
that, the good stature of  the 
People’s Republic of  Naga-
land (NNC/PRN)  is not 
being tarnished," it stated. 

The council further 
added that notice was very 
unfortunate and 'strongly 
condemnable' as it is  a 
time when the whole peo-
ple of  Nagaland is yearn-
ing  for a permanent last-
ing solution and settlement 
with the GOI.

Moreover, it is also a 
at the same time, when 
people are preparing to 
celebrate the birth of  Jesus 
Christ.

The council urged the 
district administration and 
law enforcing agencies to 
provide adequate security 
measures to all institutions 
that are 'selflessly contrib-
uting' to the welfare of  the 
Naga society.  

Dimapur, Dec. 06 
(EMN): The Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief  of  
Eastern Air Command Air 
Marshal Anil Khosla and 
the General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief  of  East-
ern Command Lt.Gen. 
Abhay Krishna arrived 
in the state, separately on 
Wednesday, both on a two 

day visit.
The Chief  Minister TR 

Zeliang met both the visit-
ing chiefs on Wednesday, 
stated a press release from 
the chief  minister's office.

The AOC-in-C met 
with the chief  minister at 
the latter's official residence 
in the morning whereby it 
was announced that  East-

ern Air Command will 
join the Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NSDMA) to re-
spond to incidents with Air 
Force personnel and other 
resources like helicopters 
for disaster rescue opera-
tions.

The government of  
Nagaland and the Eastern 

Air Command also agreed 
to work out comprehen-
sive disaster management 
plans, helipads and other 
strategic partnerships to 
make a greater impact on 
relief  operations. 

Khosla, also discussed 
with 'Zeliangong construc-
tion' of  a specialised de-
fence radar station for the 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): Exquisite, sweet, 
pretty, creatively made little home decors 
and accessories has been attracting buyers 
and onlookers at a stall called ‘Expression 
of  life: A house of  home decor & accesso-
ries’ on its debut at the Bamboo Pavilion 
at Kisama from day one.

Items on display, which are selling like 
hotcakes include serving tray, magazine 
holder, jewellery box, banana hanger, tis-
sue box, tea coaster, key chain, clothes 
hanger, key hanger, hand fan, bamboo 
basket, jute bag etc- ‘all made by locals 
from locally available materials.’

Talking to Eastern Mirror, the proud 
proprietor Tasangkala Imchen, lovingly 
called ‘Tasang’ or ‘Asang’ by family and 
friends who believes in the famous adage 
‘Home is where the heart is’  said ‘we at 
Expression Life put our hearts to produce 
decorative items to make your house pret-
ty and trendy.’

Single and independent, Asang, is gift-
ed with creativity and imagination from a 
very young age. She said the idea to start 
her own home based studio was concep-
tualised in the month of  October 2015, 
along with her dad and a friend came up 
with the name ‘Expression of  life’.

Asang who is also a wedding planner 
and owns ‘Weddingpathways’ said it was 
stress that has prompted her to take her 
enterprise to a higher level and do some-
thing new apart from planning weddings. 

On being asked of  how many people 

were involved in production, she said 9 to 
12 people were involved in the unit apart 
from her dad and herself. The production 
is done mostly at home- basketry made 
out of  their home grown bamboo,  ply 
wood cut-outs, constructions etc.

‘We design our own products here’ 
said Asang with some of  the items made 
of  tin, MDF glassware which were or-
dered from outside to make home decors 
and utility items like wall frame,  vase,  key 
hanger,  cloth,  tissue paper holder,  serv-
ing tray etc.

When enquired about the exquisite 
painting patterns on the products, she said 
they do a special kind of  art technique 
called mixed media art and decoupage 
where different kinds of  paintings, stroke 
styles and textures were used with further 
decoupage added to it.

She recalled her journey has not been 
easy and credited God and her 75yr old 
dad, a retired government servant who 
has been a permanent driving force and 
the backbone to her and her unit.

Asang was extremely delighted that on 
their first debut at Hornbill Festival, taking 
the business for the first time outside of  
Dimapur, the sale has been excellent that 
they had to restock after just three days.

For those who wish to own a product 
of  Expression of  life, it is located at Kevi-
jau Colony, Signal Basti, Dimapur from 
Monday through Friday. It is a one-stop 
shop for your home decor needs where 
pretty things meet function.

A work of art which  
did not begin in emotion 

is not art.

~ Paul Cezanne

Can you lend some cash? You 
know I'm doing this 'cos I haven't 

received my salary for three 
years... nothing about tradition

~ Arien

Dhoni may return as CSK skipper 
after new IPL rule  |  P11

NNPG purportedly serves 
quit notice to priest

Eastern AOC-in-C and GOC-in-C in state

Rio urges Rajnath Singh 
for early settlement

ANDMSA threatens to intensify agitation

ENCSU hosts black flags for 
non-payment of scholarships

Expression of life: pretty little things

Mirror Takes
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Flavours opens in 
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Trump to recognise Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital  | P9

Indian Air Force to be in-
stalled at  Pfutsero in Phek 
district, on the lines of  the 
one that is presently at Shil-
long Peak in Meghalaya. 

Khosla briefly in-
formed CM about the Shil-
long radar station which 
scans  into China and 
Bangladesh frontlines. 

It informed that the 
state government has al-
ready approved the acqui-
sition of  the land.

The chief  minister also 
appreciated the AOC-in-
C  for his keen interest to 
involve Air Force in joint 
disaster management in 
Nagaland and suggested 
both parties to sit across for 
discussion and tie-up for 
relief  missions.  

Later in the evening the 
GOC-in-C Lt.Gen. Abhay 
Krishna also paid a cour-
tesy call on chief  minister 
at his residential office.  
Krishna also later called on 
Governor PB Acharya at 
the Raj Bhavan. 

Dimapur, Dec 6 (EMN): With the 
lapse of  the seven-day state-wide 
agitation and without any positive re-
sponse from the government, the All 
Nagaland District Ministerial Serv-
ice Association (ANDMSA) has on 
Wednesday threatened to intensify its 
agitation. 

ANDMSA has accused the state 
government of  resorting to ‘step 
motherly treatment’ towards the dis-
trict ministerial service employees 
by remaining silent to the ongoing 
agitation. Offended by the indiffer-
ent attitude of  the state government, 
ANDMSA has decided to intensify 
its ongoing agitation. 

Meanwhile, ANDMSA president 
Shilumenba Alinger, vice president 
Inato Sangtam and the general secre-
tary Limhachan Kithan have lauded 

all the members of  the 11 district 
units and volunteers for their sacri-
fice. 

The association also appealed 
upon the public to bear with the in-
convenience and to extend coopera-
tion.

In a separate statement the Di-
mapur unit of  ANDMSA directed 
all the departmental cashier and ac-
countant not to submit the pay bill 
either to the treasuries or banks and 
also not to exchange the token in the 
bank until the completion of  their 
agitation. The pen down agitation is 
till December 8 and the mass casual 
leave upto December 13. 

The association also served  strong 
notice to all its members of  stern ac-
tion if  anyone failed  to comply with 
the directive. The Dimapur unit also 

appreciated the Confederation of  All 
Nagaland States Service Employees’ 
Association (CANSSEA) for ad-
dressing the issue to the chief  secre-
tary. The unit has requested the state 
government to initiate dialogue and 
recommend a committee in order to 
avoid further confrontations and re-
sentment between the two. 

Meanwhile, the ANDMSA Wok-
ha unit, in its general meeting on De-
cember 5, has reaffirmed its earlier 
resolution passed on November 29 
for non preparation and halting of  
salaries under Wokha district till the 
ongoing agitation is called off. 

The unit also resolved to set up 
an action committee for monitoring 
and guiding the ongoing agitation 
comprising of  the following members 
namely Nyamo Ezung as convenor.  

Dimapur, Dec. 06 
(EMN): The lone Lok 
Sabha MP and former 
chief  minister of  Naga-
land  Neiphiu Rio on 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): The 6th day of  
the ongoing Hornbill Festival has report-
edly recorded 9464 visitors at the Naga 
Heritage Village, Kisama. 

Informing this, Toka E. Tuccumi, 
tourist officer and statistics-in-charge 
said a total of  121 foreign tourists, 1498 
domestic and 8027 local visitors were tal-
lied.

Comparatively with the past 5 days, 
the 6th day has recorded the lowest 
number of  visitors while the third day 
has recorded the highest inflow of tour-
ists with 42544. Altogether a total of  
1,06,141 tourists visited the Heritage Vil-
lage in the past six days.

GOC 3 corps graces Day-6
The General Officer Commanding 3 
Corps Lieutenant General Anil Chau-
han graced the Day-6 programme of  
Hornbill Festival as the chief  guest on 
Wednesday.

"Hornbill festival is different from 
similarly organised festivals as it show-
cases the unique culture of  Nagaland 
state. It’s the reflection of  character of   
Naga people, their simplicity,  their hon-

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland 
College Students' Un-
ion (ENCSU ) on Dec. 6 
hosted black flags within 
the premises of  govern-
mental offices in Kohima 
and colleges in the eastern 
areas as a form of  protest 
against the non release of  
post-matric scholarship. 

"Eastern Nagaland 
College Students' Union 
(ENCSU ) hosted black 
flags in protest against the 
Government of  Nagaland 
and the Department of  
Higher Education in Ko-
hima and in four Eastern 
Colleges for non release of  
full scholarship amount. 
The protest passed off  
successfully with students 
participating actively to  
send a strong resentment 
to the Government and 
the Department of  Higher 
Education," stated a press 
release from the union.

It added that the ENC-
SU is committed to 'fight' 

until 'justice' is delivered 
and the due share of  the 
scholarship is released in 
full and questioned the 
government why the truth 
about the matter is with-
held. 

"The ENCSU  ask 
why the Government and 
the Department is still 
confidently hiding the 
wrong instead of  admit-
ting and coming up with 
the truth, and clarify in 
print media so that people 
see the clear picture." 

The unions also gave 
an ultimatum to the gov-
ernment and the depart-
ment concerned to re-
lease scholarships in full 
by Dec. 8. along with the 
unspent balance of  '2.8 Cr 
for the year 2015-16' that 
the department has stated 
in the utilisation certifi-
cate to the ministry. 

It also  urged the gov-
ernment and the depart-
ment to respond within 
two days.

esty, open heartedness besides 
their martial character and the 
warrior instinct” stated Chau-
han.  He also complimented the 
people of  Nagaland on the cel-
ebrations of  Statehood Day. 

The general  officer also as-
sured that the Army and the 
Assam Rifles are committed to 
assist the citizens of  the state in 
whatever humble manner  that 
they can, an stated through a  

press release from IGAR (North) 
He later witnessed the cultur-

al performances by  the various 
Naga tribes and visited the Mo-
rungs and the WW II Museum 
at Kisama .

Hornbill Festival: Visitor count attain six figures

Wednesday urged Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh for an early settle-
ment to the Naga Political 
issue which would being 
peace and development to 
the whole Northeast. 

The MP along with 
was Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Neiba Kronu made a 
courtesy call on the Un-
ion minister, stated a press 
release from state govern-
ment agencies at New 
Delhi. 

"During the brief  in-
teraction with the Home 
Minister, Neiphiu Rio 
urged upon the Union 
Home Minister Govern-
ment of  India for an early 
settlement of  the Naga 
Political Issue. He also 
mentioned that with the 
settlement of  Naga prob-
lem peace and develop-
ment can come true in 

the state and to the North 
East Region in general," it 
stated. 

It stated that the Un-
ion minister in reply said 
that during his visit to at-
tend the Hornbill Festival 
in the state he will meet all 
the state leaders.

It was also reported 
that Union Home Minis-
ter and MP will be travel-
ling together for the Horn-
bill Festival. 

Updates from PIB  in-
formed on Wednesday that 
the Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh will be at-
tending the Hornbill Festi-
val at Kisama on Decem-
ber 8 between 10 to 11am. 

He will later inaugu-
rate an indoor sports com-
plex followed by Sainik 
Sammelan-address to the 
soldiers, at Sukhovi, Di-
mapur between 11:30 am 
to 1:00 pm.
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Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Members of Kohima District Task Force are seen during the meeting on December 5.

Accused Abdul Hasim in police custody.

The resource persons (left front row) along with the participants after the workshop on ‘My History Kit’ in Sazolie College on December 5.

Er. Khose Sale speaking at the launching of DCA programme at C-Edge College on December 4.

Speaker convenes consultative meet
NLA Speaker Dr. Imtiwapang Aier has convened a 
consultative meet of past and present lawmakers on 
December 7 at Regional Centre of Excellence in Music 
and Performing Arts (RCEMPA), Jotsoma, at 11 am. 
The Speaker has invited all the members of Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, members of Parliament and all 
former legislators and parliamentarians.

NPCC convenes meet
Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC) has 
convened its executive meeting on December 11 
at NPCC conference hall, Kohima, at 11 a.m. The 
Committee secretary (Admn), Moa Emchen has all the 
executive members to attend the proposed meeting 
positively.

JYO to hold wrestling meet
Jotsoma Youth Organisation (JYO) has announced 
to organise the 57th Jotsoma village wrestling meet 
on December 8 and 9 at Jotsoma local ground. MLA 
Kuzholuzo Nienu would grace the occasion as the chief 
guest and Beizo Suokhrie, DFO Longleng, as the guest 
of honour. The organisation president Khrietuo Peseyie 
and the information secretary Rokotuolie Nakhro have 
invited all the Jotsoma villagers and well wishers to 
come and witness the wrestling meet.

DNC organisers notify 
Organisers of the Dimapur Night Carnival (DNC) has 
notified that the names of the selected stall owners 
have been listed and pasted at AKKI INFRA- TECH 
& LOGISTICS, Hotel Trinity Building, opposite Hotel 
Cedar, Near Police Commissioner Office. All concerned 
are asked to call on phone no. 03862-230962 further 
information. All selected applicants are asked to get 
the stall permit between 10 am – 3 pm on December 
7, 8, and 9. 

KVK Kohima holds awareness prog.
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Kohima, has organised 
a one-day awareness programme cum World Soil 
Health Day on December 5 at KVK conference hall. The 
programme was organised to create awareness about 
the importance of soil testing, soil health cards and its 
benefits. The programme was attended by farmers, 
farm women, village council members, SHG members, 
and farmers club members from neighbouring villages 
including Upper Tesophenyu village, Lorin village, 
Zisunyu village, Ziphenyu village. The highlights of the 
programmes included distribution of soil health card, 
demonstration of soil testing facilities available at KVK, 
Kohima, distribution of seedlings, and scientist-farmers 
interaction.

News iN Brief

State to launch third round IMI on Dec. 7 C-Edge College launches DCA prog.

NSCN (IM) convenes tatar hoho winter session

AWUM urged to withdraw summon notice

Assam Rifles nab one with arms BJP to undertake 
booth workers 
meetings

Sazolie College conducts 
workshop for history students

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
State unit Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has announced 
to organise its first phase of  
mandal/assembly constitu-
ency booth level workers 
meeting from December 
11 to 16.

The first meeting has 
been scheduled at Noksen 
and Longkhim-Chare fol-
lowed by second meeting 
at Tuensang 1 and 11 and 
Shamator-Chessore. The 
third meeting would be 
held at Wokha and Tyui, 
while the fourth meeting at 
Tamul, Sanis and Bhandari 
and finally the fifth meeting 
at Tuli and Alongtaki. 

BJP workers namely 
Dr. M Chuba Ao, Anan-
ta Mishar Narayan, K 
James Vizo, Jaangsillung, 
Yaghose Sangtam and 
Bandi were assigned as re-
source persons for the first 
phase touring.

In this regard, the con-
cerned district and mandal 
presidents are requested to 
coordinate with the booth 
level committees and State 
unit in order to ensure 
grand success of  the tour.

Convenor of  booth 
workers  t raining pro-
gramme K James Vizo in-
formed all the party work-
ers that the exercise is being 
organised in compliance 
with the directives from the 
central high command.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): Responding to 
summon notice by All Ward Union Mokok-
chung (AWUM) served on the Chief Engi-
neer (Power) D&R, the staff of Mokokchung 
Electrical Division including all ministerial 
and field workers have appealed the former 
to withdraw the notice in the larger interest 
of the residents of Mokokchung town and 
the people of the district in general.

In a press statement, the staff stated that 
the press statement of electric arrears (with-
out emphasising on pre and post commu-
nitisation) issued by the office of the Chief  
Engineer (Power) D&R, was published in 
the local media on December 1 without prior 
information or knowledge of the division. 

It stated that the arrear figures so pro-
jected were based on the mandatory monthly 
revenue assessment data submitted to the 
head office by all the electrical divisions un-
der the department. It stated that the Execu-
tive Engineer, having learnt that the arrears 
were not projected in the proper perspective, 

issued a clarification in the local media on 
December 2 in the interest of  the public, 
UEMB and VEMB. 

It stated that the record of  the pre-
communitisation and post-communitisation 
arrear figures could be duly verified in the 
sub-divisional (P) office. 

In the light of the above clarification by 
the Executive Engineer as a dutiful govern-
ment servant and Head of Department un-
der the district, the staff felt that there was no 
reason whatsoever for him to be summoned 
by AWUM. The staff have reposed unwaver-
ingly support to the Executive Engineer and 
reaffirmed to continue extending all possible 
help as he tries his best, sometimes even 
beyond the call of duty, to provide efficient 
power supply to the consumers.

Therefore, in the larger interest of  the 
residents of  Mokokchung town and the 
people of  the district in general, the staff  
have requested the AWUM to withdraw the 
summon notice.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): In pur-
suance to the order of  Woshino 
(vice president), NSCN (IM) has 
informed that the Tatar Hoho Win-
ter Session would be held on De-
cember 12 at the CHQ Hebron.

NSCN (IM) statement issued 
by MIP has informed all the Col-

lective Leadership members, ex-
ecutive members and members of  
the Steering Committee, kilonsers, 
deputy kilonsers, tatars, heads of  
departments, Longvibu, adjutant 
general, GSO-I & II, GAO, unit 
commanders, brigadier and above, 
region CAOs/EOs and two repre-

sentatives each from the NSWON 
and NFFWWF to attend the ses-
sion positively. 

All concerned authorities are 
asked to submit agendas to the of-
fice of the Tatar Hoho Secretariat 
if any on or before December 9.

Meanwhile, NSCN (IM) has 

strongly condemned the fabricated 
charges levelled against the two in-
nocent civilians namely Mohonong 
Tikhak and Ronong Tikhak from 
Mullong village of  Changlang 
district, Arunachal Pradesh, as 
members of the NSCN (IM) by the 
Assam Rifles on December 1.

Stating that they were in no 
way associated with the NSCN, it 
has termed such malicious accusa-
tion as a desperate attempt of the 
Assam Rifles to malign the image 
of the NSCN and derail the peace 
negotiation between the NSCN 
and GOI at hand.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): Basing on 
specific information, troops of  32 Assam 
Rifles arrested one person from Super 
Market area with illegal arms, ammuni-
tion, incriminating documents and large 
quantity of  cash on December 5.

The accused has been identified as 
Abdul Hasim (41), son of  Moinuddin and 
resident of  Industrial village in Dimapur. 
He was stated to be a functionary of  
NSCN (IM) in the rank of  Rajapeyu. The 
troops recovered one .32 mm pistol, two 
magazine, 12 live rounds, one arms license, 
one assignment order letter of  NSCN (IM) 
dated April 24 signed by Ghokuto Chopy, 
secretary UT-I, NSCN (IM) and Indian 
currency amounting to cash of  INR five 
lakh fifty nine thousand. 

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): Sazolie 
College, Jotsoma, has conducted a 
workshop for History Honours stu-
dents on ‘My History Kit’ on Decem-
ber 5. The workshop was conducted 
with the objective to demonstrate that 
study of  history could be interesting 
and engaging as opposed to the gen-
eral view that it is a dull and boring 
subject.

The resource persons were Ms 
Shradha Jain and Ms Priyanka Bali-
yan from the National Institute of  

Design, Ahmedabad, who are pres-
ently working in collaboration with 
‘History Hive,’ Pune. They were 
accompanied by Dr. Chumbeno 
Ngullie, Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of  History and Archaeology, 
Nagaland University.

The resource persons stated that 
history needs to be viewed and un-
derstood from a wider perspective. 
They dwelt on the fact that our daily 
activities and experiences, thoughts, 
failures and success are all a part of  

history. 
‘My History Kit’ was provided to 

all the students, wherein they have 
actively participated through a very 
intensive and interactive practical 
class. The students were encouraged 
to share their thoughts and experi-
ences and create their own history. 

The workshop was conducted 
under the guidance of  Waluniba 
Jamir, vice principal, and Dr. Pushpa 
Nakhro, academic dean, both from 
the Department of  History.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
With the growing demand 
of  computer professionals 
with a sound understanding 
of  basic computer applica-
tions in various businesses, 
the long felt aspirations for 
an affordable course for the 
students turned into reality 
on December 4 with the 
launching of  DCA pro-
gramme at C-Edge Col-
lege. The programme was 
launched in partnership 
with All India Computer 

Sakshatra Mission (AIC-
SM) and inaugurated by 
special invitee Er. Khose 
Sale, chief  engineer, De-
partment of  Power.

The programme was 
hosted by Lipokmarla, as-
sistant professor, while the 
dedicatory prayer was said 
by Visakhole Dozo, youth 
pastor of  NUBC. A special 
number was presented by 
Lino Swu of  BA IV se-
mester. 

Er. Moa Aier, presi-

dent of  C-Edge College, 
delivered short speech and 
also felicitated the special 
invitee and other guests. 

Launching the DCA 
programme Er. Khose Sale 
encouraged the students 
and the faculties to be cata-
lysts of  change. The vote 
of  thanks was delivered by 
Temjenyanger, MD, AIC-
SM, followed by ribbon 
cutting and the launching 
of  DCA programme by the 
special invitee.

outreach activities.      
With regards to vaccine stock, 

Project Officer (UNDP) Rajesh 
Khartu Monsang, stated that there 
is sufficient vaccine in store for 
the upcoming IMI adding that the 
temperature excursions are being 
closely monitored at the District 
Cold Chain Point through eVIN 
and MYeVIN app.

Deputy Commissioner, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, in his closing re-
marks, stated that holistic re-orien-
tation training needs to be imparted 
to the frontline workers so that key 
messages on immunisation are 
imparted to the beneficiaries. He 
also mentioned that a field supervi-
sion and mid round review of the 
programme would be held during 
the third round to ensure tighter 
supervision.

In a similar programme, Di-
mapur District Task Force (DTF) 
held a meeting on December 5 in 
connection with the third round 
IMI in the DC’s office chamber.

Presenting a comprehensive 
study during the first and second 
rounds, Dr. Rebecca Y Sema, DPO 
(UIP/RCH), stated that a total of  
2020 children were immunised 
while 266 pregnant women were 
immunised. She also presented the 
block wise performance status. 

Sushil Kumar, Deputy Com-
missioner, Dimapur and chairman 
DTF, has requested all allied de-
partments and stakeholders to con-
tinue their support and cooperation 
for the successful implementation 
of  the programme.

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 17.8 11.6 6.3 51 NIL

ZBt

Mon 22 12 12.3 89 NIL

tuensanG 20 16 17.2 87 NIL

MKG 20.2 15.2 14 70 NIL

PheK 18.6 6 5.3 84 NIL

KiPhire 15 6 8.4 95 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 19.5 10.5 7.8 54 NIL

LonGLenG

tseMinYu 25.4 14 12.3 55 NIL

JaLuKie 18 8 15.4 90 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 25.4 15.2. 14.5 66 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): Kohima 
district has announced to launch 
the third round Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush (IMI) beginning 
from December 7 to 14.

Dr. Rupert Peseyie, DPO 
(RCH-UIP), has announced this 
during the meeting of  the District 
Task Force held in the DC’s of-
fice chamber, Kohima, under the 
chairmanship of  the Deputy Com-
missioner, Rajesh Soundararajan, 
on December 5 with the participa-
tion of  representatives from Social 
Welfare Department, WHO and 
UNDP. 

Dr. Rupert Peseyie made a 
comparative report of  immunisa-
tion coverage in the first and sec-
ond round of  IMI. He informed 
that the team could cover 84% in 
the first round while in the second 
round it covered 89%. He was posi-
tive that by the fourth round the 
district would be able to achieve 
90% as envisioned by GOI. He 
has stressed on the importance of  
community participation and acti-
vating the stakeholders to ensure 
all children below two years are 
vaccinated.  

SMO (WHO), Dr. Sheila Long-

kumer, presented a report on the 
household survey conducted in the 
last two rounds of  IMI. She stated 
that 93 children were surveyed out 
of  which 29% were found unvacci-
nated and 6% partially vaccinated. 

She mentioned that fear of  
“Adverse effect following immuni-
sation” and “Lack of  awareness” 
were the two main reasons for not 
having a child vaccinated. In this 
regard, she mentioned that the 
frontline health workers need closer 
supervision adding key messages 
regarding immunisation should 
be imparted to the mother during 

The apprehended individual alongwith 
the recovered items were handed over to 
East Police Station Dimapur for further 
investigation.
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Assistant jailer K Ronald at the stall selling products made by convicts and jail inmates at the Bamboo Pavilion at Kisama.

Chomp Chomp Chomp: Tourists sink their teeth into locally-grown 
pineapples during the ‘Naga pineapple-eating competition’ at the 
ongoing Hornbill Festival. 

Phejin Konyak and Peter Bos at the Naga Heritage Village Kisama on Dec. 5.

State

From us too: Products made by jail 
inmates go on sale at Hornbill Festival 
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EM Images

EM Images

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): Prod-
ucts made by convicts and jail in-
mates from across Nagaland are 
on sale at the Bamboo Pavilion 
of  the ongoing Hornbill Festival 

at Kisama. Making their debut, 
the products are on sale at very 
‘low cost.’

The products that have been 
put up for sale are the outcome 
of  skill development training pro-

grammes conducted across the 
jails in the state to make the pris-
oners self-reliant after completing  
their jail term, said T Bendang-
senla, assistant superintendent of  
Prisons (headquarters).

DP-263 DP-264 

ON 30-12-2017
FROM JALUKIE TOWN

NAME: PUNOZO ANGAMI
AGE- 58

Cont No: 8837472600/8413036410

MISSING

K-1486 

The products include bam-
boo baskets, woven seats, model 
houses, broom, detergent pow-
der, trays, vermi compost and 
clothes among others. 

Managing the stall is K. Ro-
nald, assistant jailer of  Prisons 
(headquarters). He said excitedly 
that the products were all hand-
made and prepared by the jail 
inmates from Dimapur, Kohima, 
Mokokchung and Phek. He in-
formed that the proceeds will go 
into the account of  the inmates. 
He said, ‘The sale has been good 
so far. We are making a sale of  
about INR 3000-4000 a day.’

The idea of  skill development 
was conceptualised and initiated 
by Rupin Sharma, former direc-
tor-general of  prisons (headquar-
ters). Training on culinary skills 
and making detergent powder, 
dishwashers, vermin-compost, 
and basketry were part of  the 
programme. 

Ronald said that about 200 
inmates have been provided 
training in various skills, and 
that there were plans to cover 500 
prisoners in the project.

The official has requested 
citizens to come and contribute 
to the prisoners’ efforts by buying 
their products which are being 
sold at very low prices. He added 
that the generosity of  the people 
will help the inmates a lot.

Namri Nchang, at right, takes the salute as newly-inducted Home Guards march past during the Home 
Guards and Civil Defence annual Rising Day and passing out parade of the 21st batch of the Nagaland Home 
Guards at the Central Training Institute at Toluvi in Dimapur on Wed. Dec. 6.

217 Home Guards pass 
to join service of state 

The Konyak: The last of the tattooed antiquity 

Delhi chomper Ashish eats up 
pineapple-eating competition

EM Images

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 6: The 
annual Rising Day and 
passing out parade of  the 
Home Guards and Civil 
Defence,  its 21st batch, was 
conducted at the Central 
Training Institute at Toluvi 
in Dimapur on Wed. Dec. 
6.  Parliamentary secretary 
for Home Guards and Civil 
Defence Namri Nchang 
was the chief  guest of  the 
event.  

The role of  the Home 
Guards and Civil Defence 
has assumed great signifi-
cance in the modern times, 
the legislator said. For in-
stance, their role in disaster 
management has provided 
the highest level of  prepar-
edness at regular intervals; 
the role of the Civil Defence 
personnel has increased 
manifold, he said. 

According to Namri 

Nchang, the government 
of  India is taking initia-
tives to enhance techniques 
and improve and equip the 
National Disaster Response 
Force / State Disaster Re-
sponse Force in order to be 
in a state of  readiness for 
any eventuality.

In the state of Nagaland, 
Nchang said, loss of  life 
and destruction of property 
have not been experienced 
on a large scale. This does 
not however permit the de-
partment to be complacent, 
Nchang said. ‘The security 
forces, line departments and 
the administration and po-
lice have to focus on coor-
dinating and be prepared to 
meet any type calamity,’ he 
explained.

The ‘preparedness pro-
gramme’ of the department 
should be to achieve results, 
he said. With the foresight 

to cope with any type of cri-
sis, the department should 
remain alert, Nchang told 
the force. 

“According to home 
guards and defence motto 
‘service before self,’ you are 
to rise to the occasion and 
be ever prepared to the call 
of  duty anywhere in the 
state. Your preparedness 
should be seen day in and 
day out,” the department’s 
legislator said. 

The 21st batch of  the 
Home Guards pass out after 
a rigorous 60-day training 
session of  drill, weapon 
handling, static guard, traf-
fic crowd control; civil de-
fence, law and order, fire 
fighting, and disaster man-
agement. 217 trainees from 
11 districts took part in the 
oath-taking and passing out 
parade.     

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
The Konyak tribe of  Na-
galand, once described as 
‘fearsome headhunters,’ 
have practised the art of  
tattooing for generations 
as a way of  life. However, 
with the coming of  Chris-
tianity, the practice is said 
to have completely stopped 
since the ‘60s. 

Noting the need to 
document the ‘dying art’ 
of  her tribe, 37-year old 
Phejin Konyak, a grand-
daughter of  a tattooed 
head-hunter and warrior 
Ahon Konyak, has taken 
the onus of  writing a book 
“The Konyaks: The Last 
of  the Tattooed Headhunt-
ers” documenting in depth 
the unique culture.

Coinciding with Na-
galand’s Statehood Day 
at the Hornbill Festival at 
the Naga Heritage Village 
Kisama on Dec. 1, the 
book was released by the 
president of  India, Ram 
Nath Kovind; governor 
of  Nagaland PB Acharya 
and Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang.

Talking to media per-
sons at Kisama, Phejin 
Konyak pointed to the 
dying art of  tattooing in 

her tribe. She said that the 
coming of  Christianity be-
came a strong force which 
compelled the tattoo art-
ists to burn all their equip-
ments ‘as people think it 
was against Christianity.’ 

‘Whatever was prac-
tised in our traditional 
lifestyle was seen as the 
work of  “pagan or devil’s 
work” and the coming of  
Christianity has put a stop 
to all our traditional prac-
tices,’ Konyak said. She 
said, ‘For Konyaks, tat-
tooing was a way of  life–a 
form of  rite of  passage and 
cycle of  life to another.’ 
She pointed out that ‘a 
Konyak has to be in the 
lifestyle to have every tat-
too pattern on their body’ 
for every stages of  life i.e., 
childhood, puberty, adult, 
engagement, motherhood 
etc. 

A  w o m a n  w h o  i s 
strongly rooted in her cul-
ture and traditions, Kon-
yak has got some beautiful 
tattoo patterns too, with 
the latest pattern having 
been created by an 85-year 
old woman in 2016 after 
much persuasion. She as-
serted ‘I would prefer that 
I join my ancestors after 
life rather than what mo-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
Ashish from Delhi won 
the first ‘Naga pineapple-
eating competition’ held 
exclusively for national 
and foreign tourists at 
the Naga Heritage village 
Kisama as a part of  the 
ongoing Hornbill Festival 
on day-six of  the event.

With a view to promote 
Naga pineapples outside 
Nagaland, the pineapple-
eating competition was or-
ganized by the department 
of  Horticulture in collabo-
ration with XL Manage-
ment and supported by the 
department of  Tourism.

22 contestants includ-
ing 11 foreign tourists 
participated in the event: 
Mayan Yagdar, Yair Katz, 
Doron Sages, Dror Sages 
from Israel; Heather Lay-
ton from the US; Julie 
Quincey and Ciaran Brook 
from the UK; Yoshi from 
Japan; Albert, Donna, Van 
Zyl from South Africa; 
Shikha and Abishek from 

dernity says.’
‘My identity is a Kon-

yak. For me my culture is 
what defines my identity. 
Without my identity of  
Konyak, there is no mean-
ing,’ Konyak said.

When asked if  she saw 
the possibility of  learning 
the art of  tattoo again, she 
replied that there was no 
possibility as the culture 
had stopped 50 years ago. 
She lamented, ‘They are 
the last people who have 
the tattoos and once they 
die, they will never see 
a Konyak tattoo person 
again. The culture dies 
with them.’ She said that 

the idea to write the book 
was conceptualised in Au-
gust 2014 when she vis-
ited the Indian Museum in 
Kolkata and met its direc-
tor to discuss about Naga 
artefacts in the collection 
of  the museum.

Describing her journey, 
Phejin Konyak said to have 
walked to more than 60 
villages under Mon district 
with backpacks carrying 
ration. She recalled how 
she nearly gave up as it 
was physically very tiring. 
However, her determina-
tion and passion to retrace 
her unique culture kept her 
going.

She informed that her 
publisher wanted to re-
lease her book in Delhi 
in the month of  October.  
However being a ‘strong 
pro-Naga,’ she wanted 
her book to be exposed on 
Naga soil.

Phejin Konyak is a 
writer and a farmer who is 
undertaking coffee planta-
tion in her village. 

Also speaking about 
the experience was Peter 
Bos, the photographer of  
the book—a professional 
portrait photographer from 
Eindhoven, the Nether-
lands. He said, ‘The whole 
process towards making of  
the book has been wonder-
ful and fun.’

Calling his journey an 
‘amazing experience’, Bos 
was excited that he had 
been able to make good 
and strong connection 
with the people when go-
ing through all the villages, 
speaking with the old men 
and women of  the region, 
listening to their stories 
around camp fires, drink-
ing tea and eating their 
food.

On the lost art of  tat-
tooing, Bos said ‘The most 
beautiful part of  the tattoo 
is that it’s so deeply con-
nected with their culture—
it’s not just a tattoo of  
decorations as is seen in 
the West but it is a way 
of  being and living where 
every tattoo has a pro-
found meaning.’ 

Describing the book 
as ‘beautiful’ which elo-
quently highlighted the 
art of  tattoo among the 
Konyak people, Bos said 
that the depth of  the tattoo 
culture among the com-
munity goes much further 
down which is more like a 
life philosophy.

It was informed that 
the book was available on 
Amazon India. It will be 
made available in the UK, 
the US, and Europe too in 
January 2018. 2000 copies 
were printed for the first 
edition. 

West Bengal; Rayon Bhatt 
from Assam; Sarath Babu 
and Rajesh Rajan from 
Kerala; Ambika Toppu 
from Jharkhand; Pallavi 
Solar and Phillomenia 
from Maharashtra; Mani-
sha Sarkar and Suveena 

D from Mumbai;  and 
the winner Ashish from 
Delhi.

Dr. R. Elithung Lotha, 
director of  the Horticulture 
department, gave away the 
certificates to the winner 
and participants.
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Jamshedpur, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
Indian politics is not one of  
principles and those associated 
with it change their views to what 
is perceived to be the next best bet, 
says Promod Boro, whose ABSU 
group has announced a state-wide 
blockade and a mass hunger strike 
later this month in its bid to get a 
separate state for the Bodos, one of  
Assam’s major tribes.

The president of the All Bodo 
Student Union (ABSU) said 
neither the Assam nor central 
governments -- both helmed by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
-- came good on their promises 
made during the elections, of  
creating a separate Bodoland -- and 
of  stemming the flow of  illegal 
migration from neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

“I have seen that in Indian 
politics they do not work along any 

principles. They have no principles. 
(Prime Minister) Narendra Modi 
had said ki “sabko thaili leke 
bhagna padega” (they will have to 
flee with their bag and baggage). 
He said this not because he had 
a principled stand, but to garner 
votes, that’s all,” Boro said.

A leader with a significant 
following in the state, Boro spoke 
to IANS at the recently-concluded 
Samvaad culture festival organised 
by Tata Steel, where he was one of  
the invited speakers representing 
his tribe.

On the conduct of  the state 
government, he said though 
it had promised to resolve the 
issue of  illegal migration, it has 
failed not only in doing that but 
also in involving the tribals in 
policymaking, with access to those 
in the administration getting harder 
to crack for the latter.

“Their response has been of  
complete indifference (to the Bodo 
cause). They did say they had come 
for change... the Congress did not 
resolve the issue but it gave space 
for talks and the bureaucracy was 
also a little more responsive. But 
in this government, no response is 
coming either from the politicians 
or from bureaucrats. If  they do 
not solve the problem soon, those 
who are restraining themselves 
are bound to lose their patience,” 
he said.

Despite being a major tribe, the 
Bodos are facing discrimination 
on more than one front, Boro said, 
including that of language, with the 
supply of school text books being 
“irregular” and students being 
taught in Assamese instead of their 
mother tongue.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ge t t i n g 
shortchanged thus, the Bodos are 

also incrementally losing their 
land with more than 50 per cent of  
what was once theirs going into the 
hands of “non-tribals -- Assamese 
and others, including migrants” 
over the years, Boro said.

This has happened despite 
the Assam Land and Revenue 
Regulation Act of 1886 barring the 
sale of tribal land, he said.

On the i ssue of  i l legal 
migration, Boro said it has become 
a “burden” over the years and 
“Bangladeshis” are being given 
proportionately more say in 
policymaking than the Bodos.

“The i l legal  population 
(from Bangladesh) has become 
a burden. Because till about a 
decade or so back there were 
areas where our people used to 
do community fishing; we do 
not have access to those areas 
any more. Their presence has 

become too visible. It is affecting 
our economy as well.

“They do not respect the Indian 
system either. We do not want 
violence against anyone. But there 
should be a policy intervention, a 
formal system in which indigenous 
people can feel secure. This is 
the responsibility of  the Indian 
government,” Boro said. 

Given this “indifference” of  
the state government, the ABSU 
has announced a 24-hour blockade 
in the second week of December, 
a mass hunger strike in the last 
week and an economic blockade 
in January end. 

The agitation is in response to 
the “lackadaisical attitude” of the 
Modi government and forgetting 
its “tall promises” when it came to 
power and also during the tripartite 
talks in April on the Bodoland 
issue.

Guwahati, Dec. 6 (PTI): The Centre 
will promote North East as a single 
tourism destination with an aim to 
double the tourist inflow within next 
three years, a top official of the Tourism 
Ministry said here today.

The region has huge potential 
considering the untapped locations 
across the eight North Eastern states, 
Union Tourism secretary, Rashmi 
Verma said at a press conference.

“From 2013 to 2016, the tourism 
sector in North East grew by 5.2 
per cent. During this period, 77 lakh 
domestic and 1.6 lakh foreign tourists 
visited the region. This growth is 
encouraging, but it is just the tip of the 
iceberg,” she said.

“We need to have greater and 
aggressive marketing strategy. We have 
now decided to promote and market 
the region as a single location. This 
will be in addition to the ongoing 
promotional activities done by restive 
states,” Verma said.

The Centre is more interested in 
promoting the North East tourism as 

different thematic destinations such 
as adventure tourism and eco tourism 
under the existing tagline -- Paradise 
Unexplored, she added.

When asked about the growth 
targets for the region, the Union 
Tourism secretary said: “If  we work 
together with all the states, I am sure 
that very very easily we can double the 
figures for the tourism sector of North 
East.” 

She said the government is also 
looking at promoting North East in 
neighbouring countries, especially 
ASEAN nations.

“For this, now we are focusing on 
improving the air connectivity. The 
Civil Aviation Ministry has identified 
92 sites in North East and financial 
bidding has already begun.

In the next six months, we are going 
to see many new flights connecting 
smaller towns in the region,” Verma 
added.

The Tourism secretary said 
roadshows will be organised in foreign 
countries to promote North East as a 

tourist destination.
“We give special  focus on 

promoting North East in all our travel 
marts. We will have a NE specific 
roadshow in Thailand and talks are 
going on. Similar roadshows will have 
in other ASEAN countries as well,” 
Verma said.

Highlighting Centre’s role, she 
informed that the Union Government 
has sanctioned 14 tourism projects for 
North East, amounting to Rs 1,200 
crore, including two for Assam worth 
Rs 170 crore.

Talking about the ongoing three-
day 6th International Tourism Mart, 
being held in Guwahati from yesterday, 
Assam Finance Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said 67 foreign delegates 
have participated in the summit from 29 
countries. “Besides, 29 tour operators 
from across India and 103 from North 
East are participating. 

We are very confident that with 
the success of this Mart, there will be 
huge tourist inflow to Assam in coming 
days,” he added.

Agartala, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
Press Council of  India 
(PCI) Chairman Justice 
Chandramauli  Kumar 
Prasad, who earlier took 
suo motu cognizance of  
the killings of  Tripura 
journalists, is now on a visit 
to the state to take stock 
of  the ground realities, 
an official said here on 
Wednesday.

Justice Prasad, who is 
accompanied by two other 
associates, arrived here on 
a three-day visit on Tuesday 
night, and the next day he 
visited the homes of  the 
victims and talked to the 
grieving families.

“The PCI Chairman 
also talked to various 
media bodies, including 
the Agartala Press Club 
and individuals, on the 
issue. He also met Chief  
Minister Manik Sarkar and 
is scheduled to meet Chief  
Secretary Sanjeev Ranjan, 
Director General of  Police 
Akhil Kumar Shukla and 
other senior police officials,” 
an Information Department 
official said.

A local  newspaper 
journalist, Sudip Dutta 
Bhowmik, 50, was shot 
dead inside the Tripura 
State Rifles (TSR) 2nd 
Battalion headquarters 
at Ramchandra Nagar in 
West Tripura district on 
November 21. 

Yo u n g  t e l e v i s i o n 
j o u r n a l i s t  S a n t a n u 
Bhowmik, 28, was hacked 
to death while covering 
a demonstrat ion of  a 
tribal-based political party 
at Mandai, 25 km from 
Agartala, on September 20.

To probe the killings, 
the Tripura government 
had earlier constituted 
two  se para te  Spec ia l 
I nve s t i g a t i o n  Te a m s 
(SIT) headed by Deputy 
Inspector  Genera l  o f  
Police Arindam Nath and 
Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP) G.S. Rao.

The SIT led by Nath 
has so far arrested four TSR 
personnel, including TSR 
2nd Battalion Commandant 
Tapan Debbarma, who 
is a senior Tripura Police 
Service (TPS) officer (1998 
batch) and waiting for IPS 
nomination.

In the Bhowmik murder 
case, too, the IGP Rao-led 
SIT arrested four youths.

State police chief Akhil 
Kumar Sukhla told IANS 
that investigations by both 
SITs were progressing well. 

“ T h e  S I Ts  w o u l d 
submit their charge-sheets 
well ahead of the stipulated 
90 days. The investigators 
are  wai t ing  for  some 
information about the two 
murders from the state 
forensic laboratory,” Sukhla 
said.Our Correspondent

Imphal, Dec. 6 (EMN): The 14th state 
level Orange Festival 2017 was formally 
inaugurated at Tamenglong town about 
150 km west of Imphal on Wed.

For the first time the festival 
will continue for five days with a 
number of  events including seminar 
on promotion of  oranges cultivation 
and prospects besides discussions on 
other development activities in the 
Tamenglong district at the hill town 
from Dec. 6 till 10th.

Horticulture and Soil Conservation 
Minister Thounaojam Shyamkumar 
was the chief  guest of  the inaugural 
function and was attended by the local 
MLA Samuel Jendai and DC Armstrong 
Pame. Tamei Awangbow Newmai, 
ADC Tamenglong Chairman, DC 
Thoubal and government officials of  
various departments also attended the 
function.

Speaking on the occasion Minister 
Shyamkumar announced Rs 50 lakh 
assistance for setting up of a cold storage 
in Tamenglong district. The cold storage 
will be set up under the Mission for 
Integrated Development of Horticulture 
for the 2017-2018.

Shyamkumar also announced Rs 
13.75 lakh assistance for setting up of  
rural markets in Tamei and other suitable 

areas in the district along with Rs 12 lakh 
assistance towards primary processing 
unit for the farmers.

Stating that Progeny Orchid Farm 
needs to be revived, he stressed on the 
requirement for a series of  awareness 
program to help increase the production 
of  the Tamenglong oranges. He said 
the department has sent a project 
proposal to North Eastern Council 
for the production of  Tamenglong 
komla (orange), Senapati kiwi, Kachai 
Lemon, Pineapples of Imphal East and 
Churachandpur besides developing 
floriculture projects at Sendra in 
Bishnupur district, Andro in Imphal 
East district and Shiruiin Ukhrul district.

Shyamkumar who holds forest 
portfolio also informed that environment 
department will promote bamboo 
production in the district.

He also announced to increase the 
first prize for the best orange growers 
from Rs 1.75 lakh to Rs 2 lakh. The 
second prize will get Rs 1 lakh and Rs 
75,000 for the third prize respectively. All 
the participating farmers in the festival 
will get Rs 6,000 as consolation prizes.

MLA Samuel Jendai and DC 
Armstrong also spoke on the occasion. 

More than 120 stalls are being 
displayed with over 2 lakh oranges during 
the festival.

Guwahati, Dec. 6 (PTI): 
Around 195 people from the 
weaker sections of society were 
today given loans under the 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 
scheme, on the occasion of  
the death anniversary of  B R 
Ambedkar, the architect of the 
Constitution.

Kamrup (Metro) District 
Deputy commissioner M 
Angamuthu distributed the 
loans to people of  scheduled 
c a s t e,  s c h e d u l e d  t r i b e, 
women and other backward 
communities to expand and 
carry out new entrepreneurial 
activities to strengthen their 
financial growth. The deputy 

commissioner also distributed 
award and financial support 
under the Ambedkar Fellowship 
scheme to five meritorious 
students of  weaker sections 
of  the city for their pursuit of  
higher education.

He urged all beneficiaries 
and students to carry out their 
activities in respective fields and 
to attain excellence through this 
support in the coming days.

Angamathu also requested 
all officials of banks to extend 
more such support to these 
weaker section to strengthen 
their regular income in pursuit 
of  a better life for their family 
members.

Our Correspondent
Lamlai Khunou, Dec. 6 (EMN): The United 
Naga Council (UNC) on Wed. celebrated 
advent Christmas at the picturesque village 
of Ramrei Aze popularly known as Lamlai 
Khunou, about 35 km north east of Imphal 
under Phungyar assembly constituency in 
Manipur.

Besides the key functionaries of  the 
UNC including its president Gaidon Kamei, 
General Secretary S Milan, former MP BD 
Behring, leaders of various Naga bodies in 
Manipur and functionaries of sixteen Naga 
tribes attended the function.

Editors of almost all important dailies in 
Imphal and Press Correspondents of various 
media houses in other parts of the country 
besides members of the Autonomous district 
councils of Senapati, Ukhrul and Chandel 

also attended the celebration.
UNC President Gaidon Kamei while 

addressing the gathering said that the 
Christmas could not be celebrated properly 
because of economic blockade on two major 
highways traversing the Naga areas in the 
state on Dec. last year.

The UNC functionaries felt that they 
could not celebrate Christmas for few 
years due to various reasons, however, as 
everything is coming in the right track people 
could smile and praise the lord by celebrating 
the Advent Christmas.

Interestingly the venue-Lamlai Khunou 
village which currently has around 150 
houses has become a new tourist destination 
in view of  the water bodies developed 
around the village following the functioning 
of Maphou Dam by blocking the river water.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 6 (EMN): In what could 
be touted as a euphoric development for 
the people of Takhel Village in Manipur’s 
Imphal East, Rajya Sabha MP Kh 
Bhabananda Singh formally launched 
Takhel Gram Panchayat at Takhel 
Chingtam Community Hall, Takhel 
village about 16 km east of Imphal under 
Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) 
and unveiled the foundation stone on 
Wed.

MP Bhabananda Singh highlighted 
the favourable rationale amidst the 
daunting challenges behind adopting 
Takhel village as a model village along 
with his commitment to contribute his 
MP Local areas development funds for 
development of Takhel model village. 

Seeking full cooperation from the 
people for the success of the scheme, he 
urged the people to come forward with 
suggestions in preparing a draft plan 
for the model village. While imploring 
sincerity in the execution of works for 
the welfare of the people, the MP also 
apprised officials to prioritize works in 
the best interest of the people.

The goal of  SAGY is to translate 
the comprehensive and organic vision 
of  Mahatma Gandhi into reality in 
the light of  the present context. Under 
SAGY, MPs are to adopt three villages 
as model villages by 2019. The SAGY 
is intended to transform villages from 
rural to urban through an holistic 
approach covering eight sectors for 
development.

Chennai, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
Inter-city bus operator AB 
Business Enterprises P Ltd will 
soon sign an MoU with the 
Assam government to operate 
bus service on public-private-
partnership (PPP) model, said a 
company official.

“We will operate our service 
in 10 destinations. The buses 
and drivers will be ours whereas 
the conductor will be an Assam 
government person as he has 
to collect the fare,” A. Afzal, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director, told reporters here 
on Wednesday. He said the 
company would be paid for 
each kilometre the buses run.

Afzal said the group was 
also in discussion with the 
Odisha government to operate 
bus services on PPP model.

The AB Enterprises is the 

holding company of the Rs 450 
crore revenue group present in 
transport, logistics, hospitality 
and other lines.

Afzal said the company 
was in the process of raising Rs 
250 crore from private equity 
investors and dilute around 
25 per cent stake. He said the 
company will import 100 
battery-operated buses from 
Hungary-based Carpel Holding 
Plc for inter-city operation in 
Tamil Nadu in 2019.

Afzal said studies are 
on to set up the necessary 
infrastructure for battery 
charging or replacement at 
every 250 km on the bus routes 
operated by the company.  From 
one metre taxi in 1967, the 
group has come a long way to 
operate a fleet of  1,500 buses 
and several trucks, Afzal said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 6 (EMN): In order to 
improvise agriculture productivity one 
has to adopt the new pattern system of  
cultivation  with modern technique, applying 
the scientific way of work agriculture, stated 
by Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), Executive Member, in charge 
Veterinary Department, Tarendra Brahma 
who attended as the chief  guest during 
the 7th foundation day of Karbi Farmers’ 
Association (KFA) held at Dengoan Sport 
Association on Dec. 6.

Addressing the gathering,  Nilkomal 
Kalita, District Veterinary officer, stated 
that one has to identify the space of culture 
for agriculture which are suitable for 
that particular area. He also said that the 
department is ready to give assistance to the 

people by giving awareness programmes and 
trainings. He also encourage the people in 
the meeting for cattle rearing, poultry farm 
and that one has to be self  reliant in this 
culture after adopting the scientific pattern of  
rearing. During the program KFA submitted 
a memorandum to the Chief  Executive 
Member of KAAC, Tuliram Ronghang. 

The memo stated about the vision and 
demands including, policies for making 
profitable, credit and subsidy, corporate 
social responsibility, minimum wages, direct 
cash transfer, modifying wildlife and forest 
Act, long term and stock of export policies, 
making paddy, wheat and meats profitable 
policies, economic security for farmers, 
compensation and Assistance, pension, 
encouraging organic farming and declare 
organic district.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
The Nor theast  Frontier 
Railway (NFR) has targeted 
to make all railway stations 
100% LED lit by March,31 
2018. This was issued in a 
press release issued by Chief  
Public Relations Officer NFR. 

The release mentions that 
it’s a huge initiative in providing 
energy efficient lighting which 
help in conservation of  the 
environment and that the 
initiative will also lead to 
an annual saving of  Rs. 67 

lakhs in the energy bill of  the 
railway department. 

At  p resen t  the  N.F. 
Railway is said to have 534 
stations, out of  which 101 
stations is already 100% LED 
lit while works are on to make 
rest of the stations fully LED 
lit within the targeted period, 
stated the release. 

Out of  the 101 stations 
where LED lighting works 
have been completed; 35 are 
in Katihar Division, 14 are in 
Alipurduar division, 30 are 

in Rangiya division,16 are in 
Lumding division and six in 
Tinsukia division. 

In another such initiative 
towards harvesting clean and 
green energy, N.F.Railway 
is  said to  have already 
commissioned many roof  
– top solar power plants 
over railway establishment 
producing around 980 KW of  
power for its official use. More 
such solar power plants are in 
the pipeline throughout N.F. 
Railway, stated the release. 

The 61st Mahaparinirwan Divas of Bharat Ratna, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was observed on Dec. 6 at the N.F. Railway HQ complex.  Chahatey Ram, 
General Manager of N.F. Railway paid floral tribute to Bharat Ratna, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

Assam government promised change, but now 
indifferent to our problems — Bodo student leader

Centre to promote northeast as 
single tourist destination

Killing of journalists: 
Press Council chief 
arrives in Tripura

14th Orange Festival 
commences at Tamenlong
Minister announces Rs. 50 lakh assistance for 

setting up of a cold storage in Tamenglong 
district; Rs 13.75 lakh for rural markets and Rs 

12 lakh towards primary processing unit 

Loans given to 195 people 
under Mudra Yojana scheme

UNC celebrates advent Christmas 
MP Kh Bhabananda launches 
Takhel Gram Panchayat

AB Enterprises to run 
buses in Assam

KFA organises foundation day

NF Railway thrust on green initiative

NFR observes Mahaparinirwan Divas 
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NEIDA volunteer administering medical check-up on pig during the pig health camp.

Officers training on pest 
management underway

NEIDA organises pig health camp in villages

AR undertakes civic action prog.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
The North East Initia-
tive Development Agency 
(NEIDA) organised a pig 
health camp in 46 villages 
in Phek, Kiphire and Tuen-
sang district from October 
30 to November 20. 

Altogether 1593 num-
bers of  pigs were vacci-
nated with classical swine 
fever vaccine and 2037 
numbers of  pig received 
various treatments on de-
worming, skin diseases and 
other cases.

 NEIDA along with 
implementing partners, 
Chakhesang Women Wel-
fare Society and Eleu-
theros Christian Society 
conducted the activities for 
improving piggery man-
agement practices in rural 
areas. NEIDA is currently 
implementing a piggery 

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
Troops of  3 (Naga Hills) 
Battalion Assam Rifles has 
conducted an awareness 
rally on “Drugs Free Naga-
land” at IG Stadium, Ko-
hima, on November 26. 

The aim of  the aware-
ness rally was to create pub-
lic awareness against drugs 
to save young generation 
from its evil effect and create 
drugs free State. The rally 
was attended by 25 mem-
bers of  High School Junc-
tion Youth Association and 
students union alongwith 
High School students of IG 
Stadium.

In a  separate  pro-
gramme, troops of 5 Assam 
Rifles had organised a free 
health check-up for Sun-
day school children at Khu-
waboto Colony, Zunheboto, 
on November 26. 

The camp was con-
ducted by Capt Abhishek 
Sharma, Medical officer, 
and para medical staff  of  
5 Assam Rifles. The camp 
was organised with an aim 
to create awareness among 
the children regarding vari-
ous diseases and provide 
free check-up to the children 
located in remote areas. 

Altogether, 79 children 

of Khuwaboto Colony and 
nearby areas were adminis-
tered health check-up. 

Meanwhile, troops of 15 
Assam Rifles and 14 Mobile 
Field Veterinary

Hospital (MFVH) or-
ganised a free veterinary aid 
camp on November 15 at 
Noklak. 

A total 102 persons from 
nearby villages attended 
the camp with their cattle 
and avail free check up and 
medicines. Two representa-
tives of 14 MFVH from Di-
mapur were deputed for the 
camp. The team provided 
necessary check up on cat-
tle and livestocks brought 
by the villagers and also 
distributed medicines free 
of cost. A total of 598 live-
stock were screened during 
the camp.

Meanwhile, troops of 40 
Assam Rifles had organised 
a lecture on “Career oppor-
tunities in the Indian Army” 
at Govt High School, Jak-
phang, on November 24. 

A total of  46 students 
attended the lecture, wherein 
emphasise was laid on creat-
ing awareness and provid-
ing an insight into the vari-
ous job opportunities in the 
armed forces.

activity targeting 10,000 
households in Tuensang, 
Phek, and Kiphire district. 
One of  the strategies is to 
ensure that basic veteri-

nary and other services are 
made available to farmers 
to enable them to scale up 
their pig rearing activities.

The camp was funded 

and supported by the Tata 
Trusts and classical swine 
fever vaccine from depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services.

I, Mr. Artemjen Lemtur, Date of Birth:- 29/05/1982. S/o:- Shri. S Lima Lemtur, R/o 
House No. 50. Block-I, Alongmen Ward. Mokokchung. Nagaland do hereby affirm on 
oath and declare on oath as follows: 
1. That, I am an Indian citizen by birth and a permanent resident of the above 

mentioned Address. 
2. That, in all my Academic Certificates and other official documents my name has 

been entered and recorded as Artemjen Lemtur whereas in my Appointment 
Order and Service book to the Department of PHED my name has been 
inadvertently recorded and entered as Imsutenzuk Lemtur. 

3. That, my intended name Artemjen Lemtur was named by my paternal grant 
father and my second name Imsutenzuk Lemtur was named by my maternal 
grant father lately. 

4. That, henceforth this Affidavit is sworn in to declare and submit before the 
appropriate authority/authorities that the names Artemjen Lemtur and 
Imsutenzuk Lemtur refers to the same and one person only that is Artemjen 
Lemtur for all official and any other purposes. 

5. That, the statements made in para 1 to 4 are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief and nothing immaterial has been made or concealed 
therein. And I sign this Affidavit on this day the 10th of October 2017 at 
Mokokchung, Nagaland. 

DEPONENT 
Solemnly Sworn in and declare before me by the above named Deponent on this 
10th day of October. 

Principal District & Session Judge
Mokokchung, Nagaland

DECLARATIONRegd. No.281/2017 Date: 10.10.2017

D-266

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE 
(ORDER - V, RULE -1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF Shri. Ajongba Imchen Civil Judge SR. Division 
Dimapur Nagaland 

Suit No. Execution Case No.06/17
Plaintiff State Bank of India, Main Branch, Dimapur  

Defendants Shri. Sukumar Nandi & Smti. Monika Nandi
To, 
Shri. Sukumar Nandi
Add. Proprietor of M/s Monika Store
Shop No A-1/7, New Market, Dimapur, Nagaland

Whereas State Bank of India, Main Branch, Dimapur  has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery a sum of  Rs. 3,84,097.58/- ( 
Rupees Three Lakhs Eighty Four Thousand Ninety Seven And Fifty 
Eight Paise) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person 
or pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions 
relating to the suit on 18-12-17 10:00 a.m. without fail 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 23rd day of Nov.’17.
Chief Judicial Magistrate

Dimapur Nagaland
D-4895

the family members of Late. W. Yanthong 
Khiamniungan would like to thank one and 

all for your love, prayer and kindness shown to 
us during his sickness till his last breath on 27th Nov 2017.
A special thanks to:
1. Home Guard & Civil Defence, CTI, Dimapur.
2. Home Guard & Civil Defence, Baptist Church, Dimapur.
3. Khiamnuingan Baptist Church, Dimapur.
4. Doctors and Nurses, Eden Hospital, Dimapur.
5. Wolam Paopong, Dimapur.
6. Shri. P. Longon, MLA.
7. Shri. T. Musho Lam
8. Shri. H. Haiying.
We deeply regret our inability to mention everyone 
individually but we pray that our Almighty God will bless 
you all abundantly.

Loving
Wife, Sons and Daughters.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

K-1485 

NAGALAND COLLEGE PRINCIPALS’ FORUM (NCPF)
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017

DATE : 08th December, 2017 VENuE : St. Joseph’s College, Jakhama
TIME : 11:00 am

 Chief Guest : Professor P Lal,     
   Vice Chancellor, Nagaland University
 Chairperson : Dr. Chubatula Aier,
   Principal, C-Edge College

1st Session 
TIME: 11:00 AM - 12:00 NOON

1. Welcome Address : Dr. Watijungshi
   President, NCPF
2. Special song : Students of St. Joseph’s College
3. Exhortation : Dr. Rev. Sebastian
   Principal, St. Joseph’s College 
 Followed by Felicitation
4. Speech by the Chief Guest
5. Vote of Thanks : Dr. S.K. Chhabra
   Vice-President, NCPF

*******Lunch*******
2nd Session

TIME: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Interaction with Dr. Abemo,  

Controller of Exam, Nagaland university, Lumami
Followed by:
•	 Annual	General	Report	by	General	Secretary,	NCPF
•	 Financial	Report	by	Treasurer,	NCPF
•	 Nomination/	Selection	of	new	office	bearers	for	2018	&	2019
•	 Vote	of	Thanks	by	Dr.	Watijungshi,	President,	NCPF

D-4894

CENTRAL NAGALAND TRIBES COUNCIL

D-4893	

DP-265

Notice is hereby given that the 48th Annual General Meeting of the Nagaland 
State	Co-operative	Bank	Ltd.	Dimapur	will	be	held	on	19	January,	2018	at	
11.00	 A.M.	 in	 its	 Registered	 Office	 at	 Dimapur,	 Nagaland	 to	 transact	 the	
following Agenda.
1. To confirm the Proceedings of the 47th A.G.M. held on 20.01.2017
2. To consider and approve the Auditor’s Report and Audited Statements of 

Accounts for the year ended 31.3.2017 together with Audit Compliance.
3. To consider and approve the Annual Report of Directors for the year 

2016-17.
4. To consider and approve the Revised Budget for 2016-17 and Estimated 

Budget	for	the	years	2017-18	&	2018-19
5. To elect 5(Five) Members of the Board of Directors, one each from Agril. 

Coop. Societies of Dimapur, Tuensang, Zunheboto, Kiphire and Peren 
districts.

6. To transact any other matters as may be notified by the members to the 
Managing Director at least one week ahead of the meeting or as the 
Chairman may allow.

 Sd/- Sd/-
 Imtilemba Longkumer Temjen Toy IAS
 Managing Director Chairman
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
N.B. :-
1.	 Each	 affiliated	 Societies	 may	 be	 represented	 by	 a	 delegate	 duly	

sponsored in writing in the prescribed form to attend the meeting.
2. Nomination papers will be available from 5 (five) branches namely 

Dimapur Tuensang, Zunheboto, Kiphire and Jalukie branch. 
3. Nomination Papers can be obtained on payment of requisite fee 

of   Rs.1000/- (Rupees   One thousand) only from 14 December 2017 
onward till 20 December 2017 during  working hour i.e up to 4.00 
PM only.   Defaulting Coop. Societies &  individuals defaulting to 
NStCB loan will not be eligible to file nomination.

4. Nomination papers in prescribed form will be accepted only by the 
Managing Director of the Bank at H.O.  on or before _03  January 
2018  during working hours ( i.e within 2.00PM)

5. Election will be governed under the Election Rules framed and 
approved by the Registrar of Cooperative Societies vide letter No.CIF-
329/2001-2002	dt.	 31-10-2002	 	 &	 amended	 vide	No.	 CIF	 -	 79/2003-
04/3463 dt. 4.1.2007.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Programme

Date: 19-01-2018 Venue : NSCB, H.O.( Conference Hall ) Dimapur

Registration of Members : 18 January 2018 from 10.00 AM to  
  3.00 PM &	19	January	2018	from		 	
  7.00 AM to 10.45 AM

Inauguration & Business Session : 11 A.M.

Lunch : 2.00P.M. 

NO.NSCB/HO/49/Pt VI/2014/  Date: 04.12.2017

(SPONSORED & FINANCED BY THE GOVT.OF NAGALAND)
POST BOX NO.153. HEAD OFFICE : DIMAPUR – 797112

DG-701

NOTICE OF THE 48th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BANK.

THE NAGALAND STATE CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.

SAINIK SCHOOL PUNGLWA (NAGALAND)
TO ALL PARENTS & MEMBERS OF OBASS

Principal, Staff and Cadets of 
Sainik School Punglwa (Nagaland)

request your presence for the

Xth Annual Sports Day
at	0930	hrs	on	09	Dec	2017(Saturday)

Chief Guest: Dr Neikiesalie Nicky Kire
Hon’ble Minister PWD Roads & Bridges 

Govt of Nagaland

All guests and parents are requested to be seated by 09.15 AM
RSVP:	03839-262004/262010/9402988734

DG-702

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
An eight-day model train-
ing course on “Eco-friendly 
pest management of  stored 
grains pests” beginning 
from December 6-13 got 
underway at SASARD, 
Medziphema. The train-
ing is being sponsored by 
Directorate of  Extension, 
Ministry of  Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare, Govern-
ment of  India and organ-
ised by the Department 
of  Entomology, SASRD: 
NU.

The training was inau-
gurated by Prof. T Lanu-
sosang, Pro Vice Chancellor, 

SASRD: NU, Medziphema 
Campus, who was also the 
chief  guest. 

In his speech, Prof. T 
Lanusosang stressed on 
the importance of  protect-
ing environment through 
eco-friendly measures so 
as to mitigate the problems 
caused by global warming 
and climate change. He 
reiterated on the need for 
research and development 
in plant protection so as to 
help the farmers face the 
challenges in their agricul-
tural activities and thereby 
to ensure food security 
for all.

He also exhorted the 
participants to not only 
learn but also to share their 
field experiences so that 
knowledge could be en-
hanced for all concerned. 

Dr. IT Asangla Jamir, 
the course director and 
HoD, Department of  En-
tomology, SASRD:NU, 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress, while Prof. L Daiho 
invoked God’s blessings. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by Prof. M Ale-
minla Ao, while the and 
vote of  thanks was deliv-
ered by Dr. Imtinaro L, 
course coordinator and as-

sistant prof. Department of  
Entomology, SASRD:NU. 
Prof. Akali Sema Dean In-
Charge also attended the 
inaugural function. 

The course was de-
signed to cover eco-friendly 
pest management on com-
mon stored grains of  Na-
galand at farmers’ level so 
as to mitigate losses caused 
by pests. A total of  20 par-
ticipants comprising of  ag-
ricultural officers/ horticul-
tural officers/ agricultural 
inspectors/ agricultural 
field assistants/ horticul-
tural field assistants are 
attending the training.
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Steal From the Rich

As the state draws near to yet another election the an-

ticipation by the people as well as the political par-

ties seems less as compared to other years. However 

it should not befool anyone because the simple reason being 

the present uncertainty in the political circles. The continu-

ing tussle in the ruling Nagaland Peoples’ Front party being 

the major contributor. It also seems that the ECI is also yet 

to announce the exact dates probably for the same reasons, 

NPF being the single largest party in the state now with an 

absolute majority in the house and the tussle reaching court 

of the ECI. 

It can also be presumed that the Clean Election Cam-

paign spearheaded by the Nagaland Baptist Churches’ 

Council may also have some effect. However the reports of 

stray incidents indicate otherwise. With enough supply of 

money to fulfil the demands, the forthcoming elections will 

be no different than all the past elections. Nevertheless the 

present lull may have saved the intending candidates a lot of 

money. Else, in the Christian majority state of Nagaland the 

one Christmas just before the state assembly elections is the 

best for many, at least economically if not spiritually.

A very skewed concept from the tale of Robin Hood, the 

legendary English hero who stole from the rich to feed the 

poor persists in Nagaland. It is simple, the leader starting 

right from the smallest unit of the society, the family to that 

of the highest , the elected representatives in the state as-

sembly becomes the patriarch. Whatever this person does is 

right in the eyes of those within his circle. The ‘side incomes’ 

the other name for money amassed through corruption and 

the number of jobs provided through unfair means are met-

rics of the leader’s success or failure in the eyes of his people.  

Unfortunately for the state, this mentality was celebrated 

even by the many Church for the past many decades. 

So any form of investigation or inquiry is considered an 

attack on the leaders cohort. The last option being the ‘why 

only us, everyone corrupts’ syndrome. Moreover, as elec-

tion approaches the remaining lot, to be with the crowd has 

their own justification. That anyways the money used dur-

ing elections are from corrupt sources. If not availed it is a 

loss for the one refusing to demand and take. So at present, 

although the many talks of fighting the system continues 

there are but few to bell the cat. 

A Christian’s life is the window through  
which others can see Jesus.

When you travel by air, before the flight takes off an airline employee 
presents a safety briefing, which explains what to do if there is a 
loss of cabin pressure. Passengers are told that oxygen masks will 

drop from the compartment above and they are to put one on themselves 
before helping others. Why? Because before you can help anyone else, you 
need to be physically alert yourself.

When Paul wrote to Timothy, he stressed the importance of maintaining 
his own spiritual health before helping and serving others. He reminded 
Timothy of his many responsibilities as a pastor: There were false teachings 
to contend with (1 Tim. 4:1–5) and wrong doctrines to correct (vv. 6–8). 
But to discharge his duties well, what was most important was to “watch 
[his] life and doctrine closely [and] persevere in them” (v. 16). He needed to 
take care of his own relationship with the Lord first before he could attend 
to others. 

What Paul told Timothy applies to us too. Each day we encounter people 
who do not know the Lord. When we tank up on our spiritual oxygen first 
through time in God’s Word, prayer, and the enabling of the Holy Spirit, we 
keep our relationship right with God. Then we will be spiritually alert to help 
others.

BIBLE READ:        1 TIMOTHY 4:12–16

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Watch your life and doctrine closely.  

1 Timothy 4:16

DAILY
PATH

W
ith a rising population and 
fast-growing economy, energy 
demand in India is increasing 
rapidly. Is the country embark-
ing upon a clean energy or a 

fossil fuel-dependent approach to meet this rising 
demand?

The energy path that the country will follow 
depends on the levers which the Indian govern-
ment employs to shape its energy mix, including 
subsidies in the form of  fiscal incentives, regulat-
ed energy prices and other forms of  government 
support.

Following a recent comprehensive investiga-
tion into these policies, we find that central gov-
ernment energy subsidies were worth Rs 133,841 
crore ($20.4 billion) in FY2016. In addition, 
through the UDAY scheme, state governments 
were provided a bail-out package for electricity 
distribution companies worth Rs 170,802 crore 
over a two-year period in FY16 and FY17.

The biggest subsidies by far still go to fossil 
fuels and the electricity transmission and distri-
bution system, which is largely used by coal-fired 
power generation.

But trends are also changing: Renewable en-
ergy subsidies tripled in the past three years, while 
oil and gas subsidies fell by almost three quarters 
(in part due to policy changes and in part due to 
low oil prices), and coal subsidies remained large-
ly stable.

This, of  course, is the past and what matters is 
the future. Will these trends continue? And does it 
matter, anyway, if  a clean or a dirty energy econ-
omy develops?

Well -- in addition to representing a big share 
of  taxpayer money -- energy subsidies have wide 
ramifications beyond government budgets. One 
of  the most important is public health.

The central government actually spends more 
on fossil fuel subsidies than it does on health: In 
FY16, it is estimated that for each $1 of  govern-

S
enior journalists recounted 
their experiences of  re-
porting the Babri Masjid 
demolition on the 25th an-
niversary of  the watershed 

event at a discussion organised by 
The Wire today. A majority of  the 
speakers asserted that it had become 
clear on December 5, 1992, a day be-
fore the demolition, that thousands 
of  Sangh parivar karsevaks who had 
gathered in Ayodhya had already 
planned to bring the mosque down.

This eyewitness view lends cre-
dence to the widespread belief  that 
the real motive of  the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led Ram janmabhoomi 
movement – carried out across India 
to generate traction for the Sangh 
parivar’s viewpoint that a temple 
should be built at the disputed site 
– was actually to destroy the mas-
jid’s structure. Whether the demoli-
tion of  the masjid was a pre-planned 
conspiracy or not is a matter that is 
being heard at the courts currently. 
Senior BJP leaders like L.K. Advani, 
Uma Bharti, Murli Manohar Joshi 
and others are accused in the case.

The panelists – Seema Chishti 
(deputy editor, The Indian Express), 
Mark Tully (former chief  of  bureau, 
BBC), Praveen Jain (associate editor 
(photo), The Indian Express), Ruch-
ira Gupta and Saeed Naqvi (both in-
dependent journalists), all of  whom 
were present in Ayodhya on the day 
of  the demolition – talked about the 
immense risks involved in trying to 
report amidst large-scale violence.

They talked about how report-
ers and photojournalists covering 
the demolition were systematically 
attacked by the Sangh parivar kar-
sevaks so that photos of  them raz-
ing the masjid to the ground did not 
become public. Each of  them spoke 
about how the BJP leadership, in-
cluding Advani and Joshi, ignored 
their repeated warnings about the 
violence taking place against jour-
nalists and women before the demo-
lition.

“…lots of  so-called karsevaks 
broke into that area and started at-
tacking the press, breaking the cam-
eras…Suddenly I saw that a vast 
assembly of  people started moving 
towards the mosque and there was 
no resistance from the police…I 
saw the police staff  walking off…
the main road leading to Ayodhya 
was blocked with burning cars…
When I entered the mosque, I was 
surrounded by karsevaks, some of  
them who wanted to beat me up and 
others argued that BBC was a world-
renowned organisation and it would 
be bad for them,” said Tully, add-
ing that he and some other Indian 
journalists were locked up in a dhar-
mashala subsequently.

“Eventually, I was released by 
a mahant of  a neighbouring tem-
ple…,” he said.

“What was particularly disgrace-
ful was that the authority of  the gov-
ernment had completely collapsed…
In fact, there was no government 
that day,” he added, saying that a 
large number of  central forces sta-
tioned there did not act against the 
mob at all.

ment expenditure on health, $2.6 went to fossil 
fuel subsidies.

And yet, air pollution in Delhi and the north-
ern states has been unbearable over the past 
weeks. Fossil fuels are one of  the major causes of  
air pollution, particularly emissions from trans-
port and coal-fired power plants. Recent estimates 
claim that outdoor air pollution caused more than 
a million premature deaths in India in 2016 and 
the OECD estimates that the economic cost of  
India’s air pollution is more than $800 billion.

These health impacts are also unfair. The 
worst-affected communities are usually those 
living around the points of  fuel production and 
combustion, who have the fewest options to cope. 
A report by medical and public health experts of  
People First Collective India, for example, found 
serious health problems among residents living 
around coal mines and thermal power plants in 
the Tamnar block of  Raigarh district, Chhattis-
garh.

A study by HEAL estimates that fossil-fuel 
subsidy reform in combination with fuel taxation 
could help India prevent 65 per cent of  prema-
ture deaths caused through air pollution, which 
in turn would bring down public expenditure on 
health and improve national productivity.

Energy subsidies also matter for achieving 
climate change targets. India’s Nationally Deter-
mined Contribution (NDC), solidified through 
the Paris Agreement on climate change, aims to 
cut emissions intensity by up to 35 per cent and 
increase the share of  power sourced from low-
carbon sources to at least 40 per cent of  the total 
generation by 2022.

Furthermore, India’s leadership in estab-
lishing the International Solar Alliance (ISA), 
launched at the UN Climate Change Conference 
in Paris, is betting big on solar and a move away 
from fossil fuel towards renewables. Energy subsi-
dy policies can make or break the success of  these 
kinds of  initiative, for good and bad.

There are, of  course, no easy conclusions in a 
country as large and complicated as India. Some 
fossil fuel subsidies -- such as for LPG cooking 

gas -- help to improve public health by moving 
households away from biomass cooking fuel and 
so improving indoor air pollution. Some subsi-
dies, particularly for electricity transmission and 
distribution, are much-needed to enable energy 
access.

Increased subsidies for renewable energy is 
not necessarily a good thing in and of  itself. It is 
only worthwhile if  India is getting good value for 
money and the subsidies encourage competition. 
Otherwise, they will just undermine the develop-
ment of  the renewable energy market. Subsidies 
are one policy tool and many others are required 
to make renewables a success.

These issues confirm the fact that we need bet-
ter transparency on subsidies and better evalua-
tions of  which ones work and which ones don’t. 
Data on state-level subsidies remain poor, and 
changing policies -- such as the introduction of  
the GST -- requires ongoing reporting to update 
decision-makers and the public on what has 
changed.

China and Indonesia, India’s largest peers in 
Asia and fellow members of  the G20, have al-
ready opted to prepare self-reports and peer re-
views on fossil fuel subsidies. Yet more countries 
are expected to announce reviews in the coming 
months. And many others will be encouraged 
to start reporting fossil fuel subsidies under the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a proc-
ess where India is actively considering how to 
use and build upon its existing reporting mecah-
nisms.

Now is a good opportunity for India to pro-
vide leadership to others by conducting its own 
voluntary self-report, and peer review, to help cut 
through the smog obscuring energy subsidies, and 
promote a domestic energy policy that is aligned 
with other national objectives.

(Peter Wooders is Energy Group Director and Vib-
huti Garg an Associate at the International Insti-

tute for Sustainable Development [IISD]. The views 
expressed are those of  IISD. They can be contacted 

at vibhuti.garg@iisd.org) 

Seeing Through the Smog: Role of Subsidies in 
Pushing for ‘Clean’ or ‘Dirty’ Energy Economy 

Babri Masjid Demolition as it Happened: Reporters Look Back
The wire 

Peter Wooders & Vibhuti Garg 

First Things First He further spoke about the 
prevalence of  “obscene slogans be-
ing shouted against Muslims” and 
added that the primary issue of  the 
temple was “not very prominent” 
on December 6, 1992. Tully ended 
his speech by saying that despite 
what happened in Ayodhya and the 
subsequent impact it has had on In-
dian politics, he has faith in Indian 
secularism, which he thinks is inte-
gral to the soul of  India.

Naqvi concurred with the view 
that the temple was not prominent at 
all in Ayodhya that day. “The scenes 
that I saw were those of  young girls 
sitting in a circle and singing ‘ab yeh 
jhanda lehrayega Pakistan pe‘ and 
young men shouting ‘bomb girega 
Pakistan pe, abhi humein Rawalpin-
di jaana hai, abhi humein Lahore 
jaana hai‘. The point here is that not 
one word was said about Lord Ram, 
it was all about Pakistan. There was 
a sense among karsevaks that they 
had defeated the Mughals and de-
feated what Mr (Narendra) Modi 
thinks of  a thousands of  years of  
foreign rule. It was amazing,” said 
Naqvi, who was reporting for World 
Report in 1992.

Naqvi talked about how the Con-
gress too contributed to the masjid’s 
destruction, although not directly. 
He recalled how Congress leader 
Arjun Singh on December 4, 1992 
had told him that the mosque may 
be pulled down, but added that his 
party did not act against it because 
of  an “intense factional fight within 
the party”, with both factions hav-
ing different points of  view on the 
possibility of  a demolition.

Chishti was of  the view that the 
demolition represented many break-
ing points in India.

“There was a clear method in 
what was going on. The whole idea 
was to battle the reporters and en-
sure they do not cover it. 

This is the biggest change be-
tween then and now. If  they want-
ed to pull down a mosque in 2017, 
beating up reporters may not be nec-
essary. At that time, they needed to 
do that so that the news does not get 
out.”

She said that Ayodhya is one of  
the most beautiful towns of  India 
but the slogan of  ‘Mandir wahin 
banayenge‘ and talking about only 
Ram while wiping away Sita and 
many other syncretic myths took 
away the culture of  confluence that 
Ayodhya represented. “That was 
done very well. We were nervous 
about construction, we were not 
even thinking about demolition… 
To me, demolition was a breaking 
point as it narrowed down the defi-
nitions of  citizenship,” Chishti said.

Photojournalist Jain brought out 
multiple photographs of  a dress re-
hearsal that the karsevaks organised 
a day before the demolition. He was 
the only one to gain access to the 
rehearsal ceremony. “B.L. Sharma 
Prem, a Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
leader, gave me access to the re-
hearsal. I was given a VHP identity 
card. People were being trained pro-
fessionally with different machines 
and weapons to pull the structure 
down. 

There was a dome-shaped struc-
ture and people were being trained 
to climb that with ropes, carrying 
different instruments. Later, Prem 
told me that we will use the same 
method to bring down the mosque, 
but no one in the media believed me 
at that time,” he said.

He further said that photojour-
nalists were specifically targeted by 
Hindutva activists. “They snatched 
cameras from us and threw them 
down from the tops of  the buildings. 
I was also beaten up. In a roughed 
up state, I approached Mr Advani 
and requested him to save me but 

he refused. All those leaders were 
watching the demolition. The lead-
ers were asking people to obey the 
Supreme Court’s instructions, but 
those words only drew laughter 
from the mob.”

Gupta narrated her ordeal on the 
day when she was sexually assaulted 
by the mob. “There were slogans 
which were full of  toxic masculin-
ity invoking an aggression. Sadhvi 
Rithambhara and Uma Bharti at dif-
ferent times asked the men whether 
they were wearing bangles…I de-
cided to get into the mosque. It was 
absolutely packed with Hindutva ac-
tivists. I tried to squeeze past them, 
when suddenly someone shouted 
‘Musalman‘ after looking at me. 
And immediately after that, some 
hands began to reach out to stran-
gle me. I was literally seconds away 
from death. And simultaneously 
they were feeling up my body. They 
were trying to poke my breasts, 
poke my waist…That was horrible. 
Throughout I was trying to shout 
that I was a Hindu.”

She said that a man she had in-
terviewed a day before saved her 
and helped her reach out to Ad-
vani. “When I reached where Ad-
vani was, he was trying to look at 
something through his binoculars. 
In my dishevelled state, I asked 
him to ask people to stop this at-
tack on journalists and women. At 
that moment, Advani said ‘aapke 
saath jo hua usko bhul jao, dekho 
kitna aitihaasik din hai… aap kuch 
meetha khao‘. Then one of  his se-
curity guards offered me some sugar 
and he (Advani) handed me his bin-
oculars. When I said I don’t want to 
watch anything now. He said, ‘see 
Muslims are setting their own hous-
es on fire for compensation’,” Gupta 
said, pointing out that the BJP’s top 
leadership was entirely complicit in 
mosque’s demolition.

Panelists at the Press Club event. Credit: Shome Basu/The Wire
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Vihuto Yepthomi

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Your current para-
digm may get shifted a bit. There’s a good chance 
that your emotions will go through a significant 
transformation today. Your mind may be spin-

ning. Don’t get caught up in the mental maelstrom. You can 
cut through the jargon that your mind may be feeding you 
by relying on your sixth sense - your keen intuition - for the 
answers you seek.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Ordering one 
item from the menu isn’t going to satisfy you to-
day. You need a buffet table where you can try 
everything - either that or an eight-course meal 

served with a smile. You’re happy to share your meal with 
others as long as you can have a bite of what everyone else 
is having as well. This is your day to skip around, try new 
things, and explore different perspectives.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This is a good 
day to vocalize your feelings. By speaking about a 
problem out loud, you’ll eventually talk your way 
to a solution. By externalizing what’s going on in 
your head, the issue is somehow easier to handle. 

Keeping it all inside gives it very little room to move around. 
You’re closer to a solution than you think. Find your voice 
and the answer will find you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There’s plen-
ty to talk about. The hard part is finding a 
reason to stop talking. Once someone brings 
up philosophy or religion, it seems like the 

floodgates open. You’ll be occupied for a few hours 
as you engage in a discussion. Your mind will jump 
around, and you’ll be happy to consider many perspec-
tives, although you’ll have the last say about what you 
believe.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It may be difficult 
to focus. The trick is to not take anything too 
emotionally. Keep things on the light side, 
and don’t get too frustrated if  you can’t seem 

to find the tools to dig as deeply as you’d like. You may 
be more productive if  you skim many issues instead of  
trying to penetrate deeply into one in particular.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This is a very 
climactic time of  month on the emotional 
front, and you may lash out for no apparent 
reason. This is a time when any emotions that 

you’ve stored up inside are forced to come out in one 
way or another. You may feel like you have little control 
over how you express feelings. The force behind your 
emotions is tremendous.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Make sure to take 
something to read with you. There may be times 
when you have to wait for someone and you’ll 
want to be productive. You’ll inevitably get antsy 
and could get angry with the person holding up 

your day. Having something to focus on will calm you and 
make you feel like you’re not wasting your time. You could 
thoroughly enjoy the time rather than get angry.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   Your mind is 
hungry for stimulation, so give it plenty of  food 
to chew on. This food could come in the form 
of a lively discussion about politics and world 

events or perhaps an offbeat periodical. Your perspective 
could change on a dime, so keep your mind open to new 
ideas. The information that comes your way will be enrich-
ing and surprising.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You 
may be in a quagmire of  indecision. Your brain 
is turning in many directions but not coming to 
any conclusion. Work with this energy rather 

than become frustrated by it. Feel free to examine every idea 
thoroughly. By the time you really have to make a decision, 
you’ll know what you want. For now, you’re better off  ex-
perimenting.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The lat-
est magazines and trends in fashion and mov-
ies will catch your attention. There’s a piece of  
late-breaking news that will matter a great deal 

to you. Conversations revolving around these topics are 
likely to come up at dinner tonight. You’ll have a fresh tid-
bit of information to share with others. Long conversations 
on current ideas will prove extremely rewarding.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may feel 
like a scatterbrain when you forget where you 
put your keys and put detergent in the dryer 
with your freshly washed clothes. Your brain is 
tossed every which way, and it may be hard to 

follow through on anything you start. Don’t get too hung 
up on this. Go with the flow without trying to force your-
self  into anything that doesn’t come naturally.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Things should 
be going your way, and you may feel like quite 
a bit is getting done without your having to lift 
a finger. At the same time, a nagging voice in 
the back of your mind is telling you to watch 

your back. Have all your bases covered. While you may be 
tempted to go with the most comfortable and familiar, this 
is a good time to consider other perspectives.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n fulfillment of  his assurance to solve 
Naga Political Problem within 18 
months with effect from January 2015, 
Narendra Modi Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of  India harnessed his Interlocutor 

to work out possible and honourable Naga 
Political solution and brought out framework 
Agreement on 3rd August 2015. Though the 
Framework Agreement was signed, the final 
touch to the settlement has not been given. It 
is dragging on for last the 28 months.

The contentious issue between the NSCN 
(I-M) and the govt.  of  India is contiguous 
areas of  land occupying by the Nagas. The 
term of  Nagaland according to the NCSN (I-
M)   is all lands occupying by the Nagas with 
regardless of  territories under neighbouring 
states like Assam and Manipur, Burmese and  
Arunachal Pradesh. Whereas according to 
the Government of  India, Nagaland means 
only Nagaland State. The Naga political 
settlement with only Nagaland state is not 
solution.

To put the matter straight we shall 
retrospect the Naga migration and land 
occupying by Nagas in the 1st Century A.D.
1. In 150 AD  Claudius Ptolemy  in his book 
Geographia, has  recorded, “….. the line 
of  hills on the east of  the plain (Assam) 
are  occupied by the realm of  naked  people 
(Nagas). This means that it is confirmed that 
Nagas came into Nagaland in    1st Century 
A.D.
2. In 645 AD during the reign of  
Bhaskarvarman king of  Ahom, a Chinese 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsang visited Ahom (Assam). 
His observation was recorded, “….the east 

side of  the country (Assam) is bounded 
by a line hills, these is no great city to the 
Kingdom. The frontiers are barbarian of  the 
south west china.  The tribes are in fact akin 
to those people in their customs”.
3. The Ahom Buranjis also recorded that by 
the time when the Prince Sukapha came to 
Assam (Plain Area) through hills in 1223 
AD, the Nagas were already settled there. 
The Prince Sukapha came to Assam with 8 
nobles, 9000 peoples, 3 elephants, 30 horses. 
The Ahom Kingdom was in the Upper 
Assam with its headquarter at Sibsagar. The 
ruined physical structures of  building are still 
visible on the national highway near Sibsagar.

The Ahoms and Nagas had good 
relationship. There was no boundary disputes 
between Ahom and Nagas. The Nagas of  
those days owned land even in the plain areas 
and recognized by the Ahoms. Even today 
some tea gardens are in the pay role in the 
form of  annual tax/toll tax to the land owners 
(Nagas) in the plain areas.

The Assam-Nagaland boundary shall 
be determined on the bases of  the Ahom 
times.  During the British Rule in India, the 
vast forest lands of  Nagas were clubbed up 
with other adjacent areas for administration 
convenience. These areas are still with Assam. 
The Nagas are not claiming Assam land but 
fighting for restoration of  land from Assam. 
We will continue to fight tooth and nail till all 
the lands are restored from Assam.

4. On the southern front, it is distinctly 
clear that the plain areas in Imphal Valley are 

owned by the Manipuris (Meite) whereas the 
hill areas are owned by the Nagas. 

During the Anglo-Burmese war in 
1823-25, the British government recruited 
500 Manipuris into the pay role of  British 
government to fight against Burmese forces.

 The Burmese forces were defeated. At 
the end of  the war a peace treaty between the 
warring parties was brought out. This treaty 
was called “Treaty of  Yanbabo”. 

 Under this treaty the Burmese 
government surrendered Manipur Cachar 
Hills and Jaintia  to British in honour of  their 
services during war. Manipur was granted 
state. To set up their own government and 
create police forces and Manipur Rifles, the 
British government supplied 3000 muskets 
with huge amount of  ammunition to the 
Manipur government. Gumbheer Singh the 
leader of  the Manipur force was declared  
Rajah of  Manipur.

With these weapons and trained police 
force, Manipur government suppressed 
Nagas in the hills and ill-treated them and 
called them haos. Hao means dirty people 
(Untouchable). They even tried to avoid 
shadows of  Nagas,. Where, they pass through 
on the road specially during day times. The 
same attitude the Meites are maintaining. 
The ill treatment to Nagas is intolerable.

5. On the Eastern front, Jawahalal  Nerhu 
the then Prime Minister of  India and Thakin 
U Nu Prime Minister of  Burma divided 
Nagaland into two  West Nagaland and East 
Nagaland without consent of  the Nagas 

in 1953. The west Nagaland under Indian 
Union and East Nagaland under Burma.  
The question of  Eastern Nagaland shall be 
dealt later when the time shall come.

The impasse for negotiating parties is land. 
The land is the contentious issue between the 
Government of  India and NSCN (I-M). The 
big questions are to be answered as one:

i. The term of  Nagaland by NSCN (IM) 
is all contiguous areas of  Nagaland State. All 
lands occupied by Nagas as shown in the map 
appended with.

ii. Nagaland according to the government 
of  India and 6 National working groups is 
only Nagaland State.

The Nagas are after money! Money! 
Money!. They want money for next general 
election into Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
2018, only moneyed people will contest 
elections. Nagas  are dreaming. When will 
they wake up, they will see that the best 
opportunity shall pass them away.

The speaker of  the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly has called the consultative meeting 
with all the MLAs and Ex-Parliamentarian 
on 7th December 2017. The agenda should 
be as follows:-

a. The Nagaland House is divided. 
There is no possible way to come to consensus. 

b.  If  no healing, there will be national 
disaster and opportunity will never come.

c. Close all the designated camps 
of  different groups of  so called National 
workers.

d. The intimated taxation and 

corruption should be uprooted. 
e. If  the negotiating table shall 

be turned upside down, the God given 
opportunity will not come again.

 
The peace talks is dragging between the 

government of  India and NSCN (IM) for 
20 +2 years. Though the agreement is not 
officially declared, Shri. K. Khekiye Sema 
has published a part in local daily for public 
consumption. There is nothing to object. If  
there be any flow in the agreement, then the 
matter has  to be examined for rectification.

The  neighbouring states  like Assam 
& Manipur, have time and again  said that 
they wish Naga Political problem should  be 
settled at the earliest possible time, but they 
are worried. If  Naga lands are pulled away by 
the agreement.

The unsettled contention is land, 
contiguous area of  Nagaland. The dispute is 
land ! Land! Land! Land!. If  this question is 
settled, the Naga problem shall be peacefully 
done away with .

Well, as to my understanding consultative 
meeting is a fabric of  the modern society. It 
was done, doing now, shall continue for all 
purposes. As for land dispute, the original 
history of  land and ownership is the bases for 
settlement.

May God bless Nagaland  and grant 
wisdom to the negotiators.

(Vihuto Yepthomi is the former general 
secretary of  Naga Hoho)

I
ndians had knowledge of  harnessing monsoon winds 
for navigation long before Hippalus, the Greek mari-
ner and acclaimed discoverer of  monsoon winds, ac-
cording to a study by the National Institute of  Ocea-
nography (NIO) in Goa.

“The people of  Indus Valley Civilisation were already 
using monsoon wind and currents for maritime trade and 
navigation in 2500 BC,” NIO scientist Sila Tripati has re-
ported in a recent issue of  the journal Current Science.

Tripati has traced the origin of  navigation in India with 
the aid of  archaeological findings and literary sources.

He says his research positively disproves the belief  that 
Hippalus, the Greek mariner and merchant who lived dur-
ing the first century B.C., is the discoverer of  monsoon 
winds and the direct monsoon route from the Red Sea to 
India over the Indian Ocean. These were known to Indians 
“much before him”, Tripati reports.

The report says that archaeological findings of  the Indus 
Valley Civilization, as well as the Vedic and Sangam period 
texts, suggest that Indian mariners during the Indus Valley 
Civilisation as well as in the later period, who were trad-
ing in the Indian Ocean and adjoining seas, had knowledge 
about monsoon wind and currents and their use in mari-
time trade and navigation.

Monsoon is a seasonal wind that reverses direction twice 
a year. Archaeological and historical evidences indicate that 
sailors of  Orissa (now Odisha) were aware of  the use of  
monsoon winds and currents for more than 2,000 years.

“This study shows that the sailors from Odisha set sail 
during the northeast monsoon and returned during the 
southwest monsoon. The winds and currents were favour-
able during their voyages,” says the report.

The Rig Veda -- the oldest literary work of  the Indian 
subcontinent -- as well as the later Vedic period texts, vividly 
mention the monsoon winds, and oceanic circulations and 
terms related to ships and shipping, says the report.

For instance, several hymns in the Rig Veda refer to the 
wind, waves and tides, and monsoon winds are termed as 
“maruts” in it.

Similarly, the archaeological findings from Harappa, 
Mohenjo-Daro and Lothal suggest that maritime trade ex-
isted between the Mesopotamian and Indus Valley Civilisa-
tions. “Undoubtedly, people of  the Indus Valley Civilisation 
sailed across the Arabian Sea,” according to Tripati.

The Harappan seal recovered from excavations depicts 
a ship with mast and sail, while a seal and a terracotta amu-
let from Mohenjo-Daro depict a ship with cabin and birds. 
Clay model boats have been found from Lothal excavations.

“There is no change in the seasons of  monsoon over the 
past 2,000 years or so and the prevailing social festivals cel-
ebrated during northeast and southwest monsoons indicate 
the past glory of  India’s maritime trade,” says the report.

(K.S. Jayaraman is a veteran science writer. He can be 
contacted at killugudi@hotmail.com)

A
lbert Einstein said that the ‘most incom-
prehensible thing about the Universe is 
that it is comprehensible’. He was right 
to be astonished. Human brains evolved 
to be adaptable, but our underlying neu-

ral architecture has barely changed since our ancestors 
roamed the savannah and coped with the challenges 
that life on it presented. It’s surely remarkable that these 
brains have allowed us to make sense of  the quantum 
and the cosmos, notions far removed from the ‘com-
monsense’, everyday world in which we evolved.

But I think science will hit the buffers at some 
point. There are two reasons why this might happen. 
The optimistic one is that we clean up and codify cer-
tain areas (such as atomic physics) to the point that 
there’s no more to say. A second, more worrying pos-
sibility is that we’ll reach the limits of  what our brains 
can grasp. There might be concepts, crucial to a full 
understanding of  physical reality, that we aren’t aware 
of, any more than a monkey comprehends Darwinism 
or meteorology. Some insights might have to await a 
post-human intelligence.

Scientific knowledge is actually surprisingly 
‘patchy’ – and the deepest mysteries often lie close by. 
Today, we can convincingly interpret measurements 
that reveal two black holes crashing together more than 
a billion light years from Earth. Meanwhile, we’ve 
made little progress in treating the common cold, de-
spite great leaps forward in epidemiology. The fact that 
we can be confident of  arcane and remote cosmic phe-
nomena, and flummoxed by everyday things, isn’t re-
ally as paradoxical as it looks. Astronomy is far simpler 
than the biological and human sciences. Black holes, 
although they seem exotic to us, are among the un-
complicated entities in nature. They can be described 
exactly by simple equations.

So how do we define complexity? The question 
of  how far science can go partly depends on the an-
swer. Something made of  only a few atoms can’t be 
very complicated. Big things need not be complicated 
either. Despite its vastness, a star is fairly simple – its 
core is so hot that complex molecules get torn apart 
and no chemicals can exist, so what’s left is basically 
an amorphous gas of  atomic nuclei and electrons. Al-
ternatively, consider a salt crystal, made up of  sodium 
and chlorine atoms, packed together over and over 
again to make a repeating cubical lattice. If  you take a 
big crystal and chop it up, there’s little change in struc-
ture until it breaks down to the scale of  single atoms. 
Even if  it’s huge, a block of  salt couldn’t be called com-
plex.

Atoms and astronomical phenomena – the very 
small and the very large – can be quite basic. It’s every-
thing in between that gets tricky. Most complex of  all 
are living things. An animal has internal structure on 
every scale, from the proteins in single cells right up to 
limbs and major organs. It doesn’t exist if  it is chopped 
up, the way a salt crystal continues to exist when it is 
sliced and diced. It dies.

Scientific understanding is sometimes envisaged as 

a hierarchy, ordered like the floors of  a building. Those 
dealing with more complex systems are higher up, 
while the simpler ones go down below. Mathematics 
is in the basement, followed by particle physics, then 
the rest of  physics, then chemistry, then biology, then 
botany and zoology, and finally the behavioural and 
social sciences (with the economists, no doubt, claim-
ing the penthouse).

‘Ordering’ the sciences is uncontroversial, but it’s 
questionable whether the ‘ground-floor sciences’ – par-
ticle physics, in particular – are really deeper or more 
all-embracing than the others. In one sense, they clear-
ly are. As the physicist Steven Weinberg explains in 
Dreams of  a Final Theory (1992), all the explanatory 
arrows point downward. If, like a stubborn toddler, 
you keep asking ‘Why, why, why?’, you end up at the 
particle level. Scientists are nearly all reductionists in 
Weinberg’s sense. They feel confident that everything, 
however complex, is a solution to Schrödinger’s equa-
tion – the basic equation that governs how a system 
behaves, according to quantum theory.

But a reductionist explanation isn’t always the best 
or most useful one. ‘More is different,’ as the physicist 
Philip Anderson said. Everything, no matter how in-
tricate – tropical forests, hurricanes, human societies 
– is made of  atoms, and obeys the laws of  quantum 
physics. But even if  those equations could be solved for 
immense aggregates of  atoms, they wouldn’t offer the 
enlightenment that scientists seek.

Macroscopic systems that contain huge numbers 
of  particles manifest ‘emergent’ properties that are 
best understood in terms of  new, irreducible concepts 
appropriate to the level of  the system. Valency, gastru-
lation (when cells begin to differentiate in embryonic 
development), imprinting, and natural selection are all 
examples. Even a phenomenon as unmysterious as the 
flow of  water in pipes or rivers is better understood in 
terms of  viscosity and turbulence, rather than atom-
by-atom interactions. Specialists in fluid mechanics 
don’t care that water is made up of  H2O molecules; 
they can understand how waves break and what makes 
a stream turn choppy only because they envisage liquid 
as a continuum.

New concepts are particularly crucial to our under-
standing of  really complicated things – for instance, 
migrating birds or human brains. The brain is an as-
semblage of  cells; a painting is an assemblage of  chem-
ical pigment. But what’s important and interesting is 
how the pattern and structure appears as we go up the 
layers, what can be called emergent complexity.

So reductionism is true in a sense. But it’s seldom 
true in a useful sense. Only about 1 per cent of  scien-
tists are particle physicists or cosmologists. The other 
99 per cent work on ‘higher’ levels of  the hierarchy. 
They’re held up by the complexity of  their subject, not 
by any deficiencies in our understanding of  subnuclear 
physics.

In reality, then, the analogy between science and a 
building is really quite a poor one. A building’s struc-
ture is imperilled by weak foundations. By contrast, the 
‘higher-level’ sciences dealing with complex systems 
aren’t vulnerable to an insecure base. Each layer of  
science has its own distinct explanations. Phenomena 

with different levels of  complexity must be understood 
in terms of  different, irreducible concepts.

We can expect huge advances on three frontiers: the 
very small, the very large, and the very complex. None-
theless – and I’m sticking my neck out here – my hunch 
is there’s a limit to what we can understand. Efforts 
to understand very complex systems, such as our own 
brains, might well be the first to hit such limits. Perhaps 
complex aggregates of  atoms, whether brains or elec-
tronic machines, can never know all there is to know 
about themselves. And we might encounter another 
barrier if  we try to follow Weinberg’s arrows further 
down: if  this leads to the kind of  multi-dimensional ge-
ometry that string theorists envisage. Physicists might 
never understand the bedrock nature of  space and time 
because the mathematics is just too hard.

My claim that there are limits to human under-
standing has been challenged by David Deutsch, a 
distinguished theoretical physicist who pioneered the 
concept of  ‘quantum computing’. In his provocative 
and excellent book The Beginning of  Infinity (2011), 
he says that any process is computable, in principle. 
That’s true. However, being able to compute some-
thing is not the same as having an insightful compre-
hension of  it. The beautiful fractal pattern known as 
the Mandelbrot set is described by an algorithm that 
can be written in a few lines. Its shape can be plotted 
even by a modest-powered computer:

But no human who was just given the algorithm 
can visualise this immensely complicated pattern in 
the same sense that they can visualise a square or a 
circle.

The chess-champion Garry Kasparov argues in 
Deep Thinking (2017) that ‘human plus machine’ is 
more powerful than either alone. Perhaps it’s by ex-
ploiting the strengthening symbiosis between the two 
that new discoveries will be made. For example, it 
will become progressively more advantageous to use 
computer simulations rather than run experiments in 
drug development and material science. Whether the 
machines will eventually surpass us to a qualitative de-
gree – and even themselves become conscious – is a 
live controversy.

Abstract thinking by biological brains has under-
pinned the emergence of  all culture and science. But 
this activity, spanning tens of  millennia at most, will 
probably be a brief  precursor to the more powerful in-
tellects of  the post-human era – evolved not by Dar-
winian selection but via ‘intelligent design’. Whether 
the long-range future lies with organic post-humans or 
with electronic super-intelligent machines is a matter 
for debate. But we would be unduly anthropocentric 
to believe that a full understanding of  physical reality 
is within humanity’s grasp, and that no enigmas will 
remain to challenge our remote descendants.

Martin Rees is is a fellow of  Trinity College and 
emeritus professor of  Cosmology and Astrophysics at the 

University of  Cambridge. He is the Astronomer Royal 
and a foreign associate of  the US National Academy of  

Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, and the 
American Academy of  Arts and Sciences. He is the au-
thor of  more than 500 research papers and eight books.
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News iN Brief
Indian, Pakistan trade heavy fire 
on LOC in Nowshera sector
Jammu, Dec. 6 (IANS): Indian and Pakistan armies 
traded heavy fire on the Line of  Control (LoC) in 
Nowshera sector of Rajouri district late on Monday. 
Police said Pakistan army resorted to unprovoked 
ceasefire violation in the area by using mortars, 
automatics and small arms. “Pakistan army resorted 
to indiscriminate shelling and firing in Nowshera sector 
yesterday evening. “Indian positions retaliated strongly 
and effectively. Firing exchange between the two sides 
continued for over one hour. There was no casualty or 
damage on our side,” police said.

Jaipur court awards life term to 
eight LeT terrorists
Jaipur, Dec. 6 (IANS): Eight Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
terrorists, including three Pakistanis, convicted for 
involvement in terror activities in India were sentenced 
to life by a sessions court here on Wednesday, a court 
official said. The court also fined them Rs 3 lakh each. 
Additional District and Sessions Judge Pawan Garg 
awarded the sentence under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, Special Public Prosecutor Mahaveer 
Jindal said. The court had on November 30 convicted 
the eight for abetting unlawful activity, conspiracy, 
recruiting persons for terrorist acts and for being 
members of  a terrorist gang or organisation. While 
the Pakistani convicts are Asgar Ali, Shakkar Ulla 
and Shahid Iqbal, the others are Indians: Babu alias 
Nishachand Ali, Hafiz Abdul, Pawan Puri, Arun Jain 
and Kabil. Rajasthan’s Anti-Terrorism Squad had 
arrested these persons in 2010 and accused them of  
remaining in touch with an LeT commander based in 
Pakistan.

Police crack soldier’s murder in 
Kashmir
Srinagar, Dec. 6 (IANS): One of the four militants 
who killed an Army soldier while on leave in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Shopian district has been arrested, police 
announced on Wednesday. A statement from the police 
said Muzamil and the other three hatched a conspiracy 
to kill Sepoy Irfan Dar who was with the Territorial 
Army. Muzamil was described as a co-conspirator. The 
bullet-riddled body of the soldier was recovered from 
village Wuthmula on November 25. “Investigation 
conducted so far has revealed that militants Saddam 
Padder, Touseef  and a newly recruited unidentified 
militant along with the arrested Muzamil hatched a 
criminal conspiracy to kill Dar,” the statement said. 
Police said Muzamil went to Dar’s village and took 
him to Wuthmula were the other three militants were 
already present at an orchard. “They came out from 
the orchard and fired at the Sepoy, resulting in his death 
on the spot.”

Five women among seven Maoists 
killed in Maharashtra 
Gadchiroli (Maharashtra), Dec. 6 (IANS): At least 
seven suspected Maoists, including five women, 
were killed in a gun battle near Zinganur forests 
in Maharashtra on Wednesday, official sources 
said. Security forces overcame the firepower of  the 
Maoists in the deep jungles and eliminated seven 
of  the attackers. Details of  the Maoists killed were 
awaited even as the security forces launched combing 
operations to find others who may be hiding in the 
forests in Sironcha sub-district. Maoist groups are 
currently observing their annual ‘Peoples Liberation 
Guerilla Army (PLGA)’ week from December 2-8. 
Since the last week of November, Maoists have struck 
on several occasions and killed at least five civilians 
suspecting them to be police spies. They also gunned 
down two security personnel. As a precaution, senior 
police officials are camping in the worst-affected regions 
for the past fortnight.

Govt signs MoU with HP to 
provide tele-medicine facilities in 
remote areas
Dehradun, Dec. 6 (PTI): Uttarakhand government 
today signed an MoU with IT giant Hewlett Packard 
to provide tele-medicine facilities in the remote areas 
of  the state. The company will create tele-medicine 
facilities at four Community Health Centres under 
the MoU signed in the presence of  Chief  Minister 
Trivendra Singh Rawat, an official release here said. 
The MoU is part of the state government’s ongoing 
efforts to boost health facilities in the hills, it said. Tele-
medicine can prove to be a boon for people residing in 
remote hill areas, Chief Minister Rawat said. The state 
government recently launched tele-radiology services 
at 12 hospitals across the state which will soon be 
extended to 23 more hospitals, he said.

Totally support Kapil Sibal’s stand — Muslim bodies, petitioners in Babri case
Tight security in UP 
on 25th anniversary 
of Babri razing

Modi takes dig at Congress’ claim on Gujarat win, refers to Cyclone ‘Ockhi’ that did not come

Newborn declared dead by Max dies Ola driver locks up 
Bengaluru woman 
in cab, misbehaves

sC asks trial court to proceed against 
Tarun Tejpal in sexual assault case

Internet for every 
household in Telangana 
by Dec. 2018

Post-Doklam, India, China, Russia to hold trilateral meet

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): All 
the petitioners in the Babri Masjid-
Ramjanmabhoomi case, including 
the Sunni Waqf Board, on Wednes-
day said that they totally support 
senior lawyer Kapil Sibals plea to 
the Supreme Court that the hearing 
of  the case should be deferred till 
July 2019.

They also emphasised that Haji 
Mehboob -- one of the many plain-
tiffs in the case who on Wednesday 
differed with Sibal’s stand -- is nei-
ther a member of the Sunni Waqf  
Board nor does he represent the 
Board in any capacity.

“Whatever Kapil Sibal saheb 
said in the Supreme Court yesterday 
(Tuesday) was said after thorough 
consideration and after taking us 
into confidence. We totally sup-
port his stand,” Zafaryab Jilani, a 
member of the Babri Masjid Action 
Committee, who is actively involved 
in the case since the beginning, told 
IANS. 

He said that it could be Meh-
boob’s personal opinion but not the 
official stand of any of the parties 
involved in the case. 

Advocate Shakil Ahmed, one of  
the lawyers representing the Sunni 
Waqf  Board in the case, said that 
Haji Mehboob has “no connection” 
with his client and was “just another 
plaintiff”.

Ahmed said that they have got 

no communication from their client 
-- the Sunni Waqf  Board -- to the 
effect that they have any objection 
to the stand taken by the lawyers in 
the apex court. 

The All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB), a leading 
plaintiff  in the case that is also bear-
ing the cost of  litigation, also said 

that Sibal’s plea was right as the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) would 
try to cash in on the Ram temple is-
sue in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.

“We completely agree with Mr 
Sibal’s arguments in the Supreme 
Court. The hearing in the case 
should be deferred till after the 
2019 general elections,” AIMPLB 

Chairman Maulana Wali Rahmani 
told IANS.

On Tuesday, while arguing in 
the Supreme Court, Sibal pleaded 
before the three-judge Bench head-
ed by the Chief  Justice of  India 
to defer the hearing in the Babri 
Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi case till 
July 2019 on the grounds that the 

BJP may try to use it as a poll plank 
and politicise the issue. 

However, amid heated argu-
ments between the lawyers of  the 
two sides, the court rejected the plea 
and set February 8, 2018 as the next 
date of hearing. 

Iqbal Ansari, the son of  the 
late Hashim Ansari who was the 
first litigant in the case, too said 
that he had no objection to Sibal’s 
arguments.

“Our lawyers told us that some 
documents have to be prepared and 
a lot of documents are to be scruti-
nised to prepare the arguments and 
hence they need adjournment. I 
have no objection to it,” Ansari said. 

Naved Hamid, Chairman of All 
India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat 
- an umbrella body of various Mus-
lim organisations - said that Haji 
Mehboob’s comments might be due 
to “political ignorance” and that the 
Mushwarat is in “complete agree-
ment with what Sibal saheb has said 
in the court”.

“This case has been dragging 
for a quarter of a century now. So 
I think there is no harm if  it is ad-
journed for one more year. In any 
case, there are more than 90,000 
documents which have to be ex-
amined. Even if  the court hears the 
case on a daily basis, it will probably 
take more than a year to finish,” 
Hamid said.

Lucknow, Dec. 6 (IANS): Authorities have 
stepped up security across Uttar Pradesh on 
the 25th anniversary of the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya.

Twenty-seven additional companies of the 
Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC) have 
been posted all over the state.

Of these, six companies each have been 
deployed in Lucknow and in Faizabad district, 
which includes the temple town of Ayodhya. 

Ayodhya has been divided into four zones 
and 10 sectors and prohibitory orders have 
been issued banning the assembly of four or 
more people.

Mobs allied to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) tore down the 16th century Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya on December 6, 1992, 
triggering widespread communal riots all over 
the country.

While the VHP -- which claims the Babri 
Masjid was built at the birthplace of Hindu 
god Rama -- has been celebrating the demoli-
tion as ‘Shaurya Diwas’, some Muslim groups 
observe December 6 as a “black day”.

All firecracker shops have been asked to 
shut down, officials said. Police been asked to 
arm themselves with riot gear as well as rubber 
bullet guns.

Ahmedabad, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday took a jibe at the 
Congress party on its claim of win-
ning the Gujarat elections, refer-
ring to the “big hullabaloo” about 
Cyclone Ockhi that was set to hit 
the state in a big way, but did not.

Disregarding the ‘Ockhi’ alert 
and continuing his scheduled pro-
gramme of three days’ campaign-
ing, the Prime Minister was here 
in Dhandhuka, a southern part of  
Ahmedabad district. Once again 
he began his speech mentioning the 
Congress, after reminiscing on his 
relationship with the place.

Mentioning the alerts about 
Cyclone Ockhi, he said, “What-
ever that makes a big hullabaloo 
and is said that it is coming, never 
does”, hinting at the Congress, 
which has been campaigning in the 
state and claiming it is going to win 
the elections. The Cyclone was on 
Tuesday headed towards Gujarat 
but on Wednesday it weakened 
while over the Arabian Sea, sparing 
the poll-bound state.

The Dhandhuka crowd, many 
of them comprising children who 
were made to sit in chairs in order 

to show a packed crowd, was to-
tally unresponsive to any of Modi’s 
interactive questions. Some were 
even seen laughing. Modi’s style of  
questioning the audience and then 
getting affirmative answers from 
them, did not seem to be working 
on them. 

Addressing the crowd, Modi 
said, “We think that the Congress 
meted out injustice to Sardar Patel, 
but let me tell you, he was not the 
only one. Their one family which 
rules meted out injustice to the 
maker of the Constitution, Bhim-
rao Ambedkar and all those who 

were getting significance in politics. 
Ambedkar had to go all the way to 
Bengal to fetch a membership in 
the constitutional body elections. 
Congress could not even afford to 
honour him with the Bharat Ratna. 
Baba Saheb was never remem-
bered during the entire Congress 
regime in central government.”

He continued, “We bow to 
such great leaders. By continuing 
with the development works in Gu-
jarat, the people of Gujarat should 
pay respect to the great leader.”

On the Triple Talaq issue, Modi 
said, “During the oncoming Uttar 
Pradesh elections, the central gov-
ernment was asked by the Supreme 
Court to file an affidavit regarding 
the issue. Many warned me that 
as the UP elections are coming 
we cannot risk doing so and many 
even expected that Modi would 
buy time from the apex court. 
But I said, why should I, when 
the question about thousands of  
our Muslim women is at stake. I 
don’t care about the elections. The 
country does not run merely on 
elections. That issue, which was 
hanging in the air since the time of  
Rajiv Gandhi, was cleared by the 

apex court.”
On the Sunni Waqf  Board’s 

counsel Kapil Sibal asking the 
court to delay the hearing till the 
2019 general elections, Modi said: 
“When Sibal asked that, the Con-
gress says it is Sibal’s personal and 
individual issue. I ask you how 
does the 2019 general elections 
affect Kapil Sibal personally or the 
Waqf Board? Is Sunni Waqf Board 
contesting the elections?”

The Prime Minister also in-
formed the audience about the 
central government’s drive to 
make practical solution of  solar 
pump and how the works were 
in progress, which could make a 
farmer’s life easy. 

He informed them about plans 
on Dholera, a bustling port in an 
ancient civilization, and how that 
would make the entire region 
heavily laden with richness and 
prosperity. He said, “I requested 
umpteen times to the then UPA 
government for the development 
of  Dholera, but they weren’t in-
terested. Now through our efforts, 
within 10 years, Dholera would 
be as prosperous as Mumbai or 
Rajkot.”

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): A 
22-week baby, who was wrongly 
declared dead by a leading private 
hospital here last week, died here on 
Wednesday but the family refused 
to accept the body till the erring 
doctors were arrested for medical 
negligence.

Doctors at the Agarwal Nurs-
ing Home where the newborn was 
admitted after the earlier blunder 
by Max Super Speciality Hospital 
in Shalimar Bagh declared the child 
dead at 12 p.m., the baby’s father 
Ashish Kumar said. 

“We will not accept the body as 
we want doctors of Max Hospital to 
be arrested first for wrongly declar-
ing the baby dead on November 30,” 
a bitter Kumar told IANS. He said 
the family will hold a protest till their 
demand was met. 

Max Hospital offered its condo-
lences to the family. 

“We just learnt of the sad demise 
of the baby, who was on ventilator 
support. Our deepest condolences to 
the parents... While we understand 
that survival in extreme pre-term 
births is rare, it is always painful for 
parents and family. We wish them 
the strength to cope with their loss,” 
a Max statement said.  

A three-member panel set up by 
the Delhi government, in its prelim-
inary inquiry report submitted to 
Health Minister Satyendar Jain, has 
found the Max doctors guilty of not 
following medical norms in dealing 
with the premature newborn, due 
to which he was declared dead even 
though he was alive.

The panel had scrutinised hospi-
tal records and met the staff.

Bengaluru, Dec. 6 (IANS): Cab aggre-
gator Ola on Wednesday said it has sus-
pended one of  its drivers after a woman 
from Bengaluru filed a complaint alleging 
that he locked her up in the car and mis-
behaved with her.

The incident took place on Sunday 
night at around 10.30 when the 23-year-
old woman, who works as a fashion stylist 
in the city, took the Ola cab to reach her 
home in BTM Layout, a southern suburb.

“We regret the unfortunate experience 
the customer had during the ride. We have 
zero tolerance for such incidents,” an Ola 
spokesperson said in a statement to IANS. 
“The driver has been suspended from the 
platform.”

The woman told IANS: “The cab 
driver misbehaved and tried to touch me. 
He locked up the car. So I couldn’t open 
the doors and he tried to come close to me. 

“I immediately started banging the 
car’s windows with my fist in an attempt 
to make noise. That is when he finally 
released the lock and I ran out of  the cab.

“As soon as I managed to get home on 
Sunday night, I tried to lodge a complaint 
with Ola. Unfortunately, the complaint 
was registered only the next day,” she 
added.

She also said the cab driver threatened 
her over the phone. “He called the next 
day (Monday) and told me not to register 
a complaint against him,” the victim said.

The woman has also complained 
about the incident to the police. 

“The police had also called up the 
driver and warned him from calling and 
threatening me. I still didn’t file a written 
complaint with the police yet,” she added. 

Ola has suspended the driver from us-
ing the app

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on Wednes-
day asked a Goa court to go 
ahead with the trial of the found-
ing editor of Tehelka magazine 
Tarun Tejpal, accused of sexual 
assault on his junior woman 
colleague in a Goa hotel in No-
vember 2013.

Tejpal was accused of sexu-
ally assaulting his colleague in 
a five-star hotel on November 
7-8, 2013 during a “ThinkFest” 
event organised by the magazine 
in Goa.

Asking the trial court to 
proceed with the examination of  
witnesses, the bench of Justice 

S.A. Bobde and Justice L. Nag-
eswara Rao, however, restrained 
the court from pronouncing its 
verdict till the Bombay High 
Court decided on Tejpal’s plea 
challenging the charges framed 
against him.

The court on Wednesday 
noted that by its order of May 
15, 2015, the trial court was 
given one year’s time to com-
plete the trial but nothing had 
happened.

The trial court had moved 
the top court for extension of  
time.

The Supreme Court has 
given the Bombay High Court 

three months’ time to decide on 
the plea by the former Tehelka 
editor.

Tejpal had moved the Pan-
aji bench of the Bombay High 
Court challenging the framing 
of  charges against him by the 
trial court.

The Panaji bench on Sep-
tember 26 refused to stay the 
framing of charges against Te-
jpal by the trial court and said it 
(trial court) would proceed with 
the trial only after a nod from it 
(the high court).

A day later, on Septem-
ber 28, the trial court framed 
charges against him under 

sections 376(2) (committing 
rape taking advantage of  of-
ficial position), 354 ‘A’ and 
‘B’ (criminal force with intent 
to disrobe), 341 (wrongful 
restraint) and 342 (wrongful 
confinement) of  the Indian 
Penal Code.

Tejpal pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. 

Earlier, while granting bail 
to Tejpal on July 1, 2014, the 
top court had directed the trial 
court to complete the trial in 
eight months’ time and asked 
Tejpal to remain present on all 
days and not seek unnecessary 
adjournments.

H y d e r a b a d ,  D e c .  6 
(IANS): All households in 
Telangana will have broad-
band internet connection 
by December next year. 
Information Technology 
Minister K.T. Rama Rao 
on Wednesday directed of-
ficials to speed up the work 
to achieve the target.

At a review meeting 
with the officials, he said 
as the Mission Bhageeratha 
work, aimed at providing 
drinking water connec-
tion to every household, is 
scheduled to be completed 
on time there is a need to 
speed up the work to pro-
vide internet connection 
as well.

Under the Digital Tel-
angana project, fibre cables 
are being laid along water 
pipelines to ensure broad-
band internet connectivity 
to every household.

The minister discussed 
the issue related to funds 
required for the project, 
the financial assistance be-
ing provided by the central 

government under Bharat 
Net and also the money 
required from the state gov-
ernment.

On this occasion, Vijaya 
Bank officials handed over 
to the minister documents 
relating to the Rs 561 crore 
loan to the Telangana Fibre 
Grid Corporation for the 
project.

The minister said with 
internet connection to eve-
ry house, healthcare and 
education in rural areas 
will undergo revolutionary 
changes. 

To showcase these 
changes before the world, a 
technology demonstration 
network in four villages 
of  Maheswaram ‘mandal’ 
near Hyderabad will be 
completed in the first week 
of January, said a statement 
from the minister’s office.

The pilot project, in 
which 10 leading com-
panies are participating, 
will highlight the benefits 
people will get from the 
Fibre Grid.

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): In a 
significant diplomatic development 
after the standoff  between Indian and 
Chinese troops in the Doklam region 
of  Bhutan earlier this year, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi will visit 
India for the Russia-India-China For-
eign Ministers’ trilateral meeting here 
next week.

The External Affairs Ministry said 
in a statement on Tuesday that Wang, 
along with Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov would attend the meet-
ing on December 11 to be hosted by 
External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj.

“The meeting is expected to review 
global and regional issues of  mutual 
interests well as discuss trilateral ex-
changes and activities.

Indian and Chinese troops were 
in a face-to-face situation near the Sik-
kim sector of the international border 
after the Chinese People’s Liberation 

Army tried to build a road in Doklam 
in mid-June.

While India and Bhutan said that 
it violated the status quo along the 
India-Bhutan-China international 
trijunction, Beijing claimed that it was 
China’s territory.

New Delhi and Beijing eventu-
ally agreed to pull back their troops 
towards the end of  August ahead of  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit 
to China for the G20 Summit.

PTI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) activists participate in a march taken out to observe 25th anniversary of the demolition of Babri 
Mosque as Shaurya Diwas, in Bhopal on Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses an election campaign rally, at Dhand-
huka village of Ahmedabad district on Wednesday. 

PTI
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Trump to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
Jerusalem, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
US President  Donald 
Trump will unilaterally rec-
ognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, the White House 
has said, a move that elicited 
huge outrage from the Pales-
tinians and the entire Arab 
world, media reports said on 
Wednesday.

The news comes ahead 
of  an expected speech by 
Trump on Wednesday.

The status of Jerusalem 
- a holy site for Israelis and 
Palestinians - is extremely 
contentious. Israel has al-
ways regarded Jerusalem as 
its capital, while the Palestin-
ians claim East Jerusalem 
as the capital of their future 
state.

The issue goes to the 
heart of  Israel’s conflict 
with the Palestinians, who 
are backed by the rest of  
the Arab and wider Islamic 
world.

The city is home to key 
religious sites sacred to Juda-
ism, Islam and Christianity, 
especially in East Jerusalem.

Israel occupied the sec-
tor, previously occupied by 
Jordan, in the 1967 Middle 
East war and regards the 
entire city as its indivisible 
capital.

However, Israeli sover-
eignty over Jerusalem has 

never been recognised inter-
nationally, and all countries, 
including Israel’s closest 
ally the US, maintain their 
embassies in Tel Aviv.

In recognising Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital, the US 
becomes the first country to 
do so since the foundation 
of the state in 1948, the BBC 
reported.

The move, if  material-
ised, would mean a recogni-
tion of  the city as Israel’s 
capital and is likely to fuel 

conflicts between Israel and 
Palestine further giving rise 
to global concerns.

Palestinian factions have 
already announced that they 
would carry out three days 
of  protest across the West 
Bank over the expected 
move.

Trump on Tuesday told 
Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas and Jordan’s 
King Abdullah II about his 
intentions.

Arab  leaders  have 

warned against the move, 
with one saying this would 
be “a flagrant provocation 
to Muslims”.

The Palestinian factions 
said protests will start on 
Wednesday and last un-
til Friday at the very least. 
According to Palestinian 
leaders, marches against the 
decision were being backed 
by the Palestinian Authority, 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
said.

White officials have, 

however, said Trump might 
not immediately move the 
US embassy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem given logistical 
complexities and it might 
take several years, the BBC 
said.

The Trump administra-
tion said recognising Jeru-
salem should be seen as “a 
recognition of reality” by the 
President. Specific bounda-
ries of the city would remain 
subject to a final status agree-
ment, it said. 

The status of holy sites 
will not be affected.

Trump had promised 
the move to pro-Israel voters 
during his campaign for the 
presidency.

Fatah Central Commit-
tee member Jamal Mahisan 
told Haaretz that Trump’s 
decision was “inflamma-
tory” and will inspire Pales-
tinians to take to the streets 
in rage. 

“The Palestinian people 
know how to protect their 
rights and we are in con-
sultations regarding (our 
moves) in the coming days.”

The Israeli Defence es-
tablishment is preparing for 
the demonstrations with 
intelligence assessments 
based on decisions taken 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority and by different 

factions within Palestinian 
society. 

Most of  the activity is 
expected to take place in 
city centres, near American 
embassies and consulates.

The main procession 
is planned for Thursday 
noon in al-Manara Square 
in Ramallah. People from 
across the West Bank are 

expected to join the march.
On Wednesday, a large 

demonstration is scheduled 
to take place in Jenin. The 
Israeli military has decided 
to augment forces, mainly 
at prominent friction spots 
where soldiers come into 
contact with Palestinians, 
the Haaretz said.

The police are also pre-

paring, with reinforcements 
planned for Jerusalem and 
around the American em-
bassy in Tel Aviv.

Thousands of policemen 
are expected to be on duty in 
Jerusalem on Friday. Their 
main concern is lone wolf  
attacks that might be carried 
out by perpetrators across 
the city.

Jerusalem, Dec. 6 (IANS):  Israeli secu-
rity forces were preparing for clashes with 
Palestinians in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank ahead of US President Donald 
Trump’s announcement recognising Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel.

A military official said the Israeli Army 
was “preparing for possible escalation”, 
including violent rallies, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

In the city of Bethlehem on Tuesday 
night, posters of Trump were burnt at a 
rally that began after a senior White House 
official confirmed that the US leader will 
recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital on 
Wednesday.

Trump is also expected to announce 
that the US embassy will be moved from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, but the move will 
not be carried out immediately, according 
to the official.

The announcement will mark a 
change in the US policy which has never 
recognised the annexed city as part of  

Israel.
Palestinian officials have warned that 

the move will “kill” any chance for a peace 
deal between Israel and the Palestinians, 
who consider East Jerusalem as the capital 
of their future state.

East Jerusalem is a predominantly Pal-
estinian territory, which Israel seized from 
Jordan in the 1967 Middle East war and 
annexed it shortly later. The annexation 
was never recognised by the international 
community.

Trump’s announcement is expected to 
trigger an angry response from the Palestin-
ians as well as by Jordan and other Muslim 
countries, which have already warned such 
a move would be unacceptable.

Jerusalem is a site holy to both Mus-
lims and Jews. The Old City in eastern 
Jerusalem is home to the al-Aqsa mosque 
compound, a site known to Muslims as 
Haram al-Sharif (“the Nobel Sanctuary”) 
and to Jews as the Temple Mount. Jordan 
is the custodian of the compound.

AP/PTI

A view of Jerusalem Old City seen from Mount of Olives, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017. 

Israel braces for clashes ahead of Trump’s Jerusalem declaration

Nairobi, Dec. 6 (IANS):  In a major col-
laboration to make the oceans litter-free, four 
more countries -- Chile, Oman, Sri Lanka 
and South Africa -- on Wednesday joined 
UN Environment’s Clean Seas campaign 
by committing measures that include plastic 
bag bans, new marine reserves and drives to 
increase recycling. Forty countries are now 
part of the campaign.

While Sri Lanka has made a commit-
ment to implement a ban on single-use plas-
tic products from the next year, South Africa 
will step up its beach cleanup programme.

The four countries announced their sup-
port on the last day of  the three-day long 
UN Environment Assembly in this Kenyan 
capital.

“For too long, we have treated the ocean 
as a bottomless dumping ground for plastic, 
sewage and other waste,” UN Environment 
head Erik Solheim said in a statement.

“The countries supporting Clean Seas 
are showing the leadership we need in order 
to end this abuse, and protect the marine 
resources on which millions depend for their 
livelihoods.”

Sri Lankan Environment Minister Anura 
Dissanayake said: “Sri Lanka is taking bold 
action to turn the tide on plastics.”

“We have banned plastic bags and are 

now working to reduce the number of plastic 
bottles in the country. We want to be a green 
and blue beacon of  hope in Asia and do 
everything we can to keep the seas clean.”

Sri Lanka has made a commitment 
to implement a ban on single-use plastic 
products from January 1, 2018, step up 
the separation and recycling of waste and 
set the goal of making its ocean and coasts 
“pollution-free” by 2030, a UN Environment 
spokesperson told IANS.

Chile is legislating to extend producer 
responsibility and encourage recycling and 
establishing more marine protected areas, 
while South Africa will step up its beach 
cleanup programme and prioritise action on 
tyres, electronic waste, lighting and paper 
and packaging.

Nearly 40 countries from Kenya to 
Canada and Indonesia to Brazil have joined 
the #CleanSeas campaign which aims to 
counter the torrents of plastic trash that are 
degrading our oceans and endangering the 
life they sustain.

Legislation to press companies and citi-
zens to change their wasteful habits is often 
part of  broader government strategies to 
foster responsible production and consump-
tion -- a key step in the global shift toward 
sustainable development.

London, Dec. 6 (PTI/AFP):  Brit-
ons are increasingly critical of  the 
government’s handling of  Brexit 
negotiations and pessimistic about 
their outcome, according to new 
polling today.

The National Centre for Social 
Research found that the proportion 
of  Britons who think the govern-
ment is handling talks badly rose 

from 41 percent in February to 55 
per cent in July to 61 per cent in Oc-
tober. The number predicting Britain 
would get a bad deal in Brussels also 
rose from 37 per cent in February to 
44 per cent in July to 52 per cent in 
October. In the most recent polling 
only 19 per cent thought Britain 
would obtain a good deal, the poll-
ing found. “It might be thought the 

increased pessimism is primarily the 
result of  Remain voters becoming 
increasingly disenchanted with the 
Brexit process,” senior research fel-
low John Curtice said.

“However, this is not what 
happened. Rather, pessimism has 
become much more widespread 
among those who voted Leave” in 
last year’s Brexit referendum.

But Curtice added that voters 
criticise the Brexit process “rather 
than draw the conclusions that the 
act of leaving is misguided”.

“A difficult Brexit could simply 
prove politically costly for (British 
Prime Minister Theresa) May and 
her beleaguered government rather 
than a catalyst for a change of heart 
on Brexit,” he said.

Seoul, Dec. 6 (IANS):  The 
US Air Force flew a B-1B 
supersonic bomber over 
the Korean peninsula on 
Wednesday as part of  a 
massive joint aerial drill 
with South Korea in anoth-
er show of strength against 
the weapons challenge 
posed by Pyongyang.

Several F-35 stealth jets 
and F-16 fighters of  the 
US, as well as F-15Ks and 
KF-16s of the South, joined 
the exercise at the Pilsung 
Firing Range in Gangwon 
Province, according to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff  (JCS).

It was part of  the an-
nual Vigilant ACE air com-
bat drills, which started 
on Monday for a five-day 
run, Yonhap news agency 
reported.

Two dozen F-22 and 
F-35 stealth fighters of  the 
US are taking part in the 
exercise, the largest joint air 
drills ever recorded on the 
Korean peninsula, with 230 
aircraft and some 12,000 
troops mobilized.

“Through the exercise, 
the South Korean and US 
Air Forces have demonstrat-
ed the alliance’s strong will 
and capability for strong 
retaliation against North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile 
threats,” the JCS said.

It is increasingly com-
mon for the US to deploy 
B-1B bombers over South 
Korea to underline military 
superiority against North 
Korea. Last time it was 
done in November shortly 
before the US President 
Donald Trump’s visit to 
South Korea as part of  his 
Asia tour.

The drill is taking place 
as the UN’s political chief  
Jeffrey Feltman is in North 
Korea for dialogue in a 
rare visit by a senior UN 
official.

Although the annu-
al Vigilant Ace exercise 
was planned ahead of  
Pyongyang’s latest ballistic 
missile launch on Novem-
ber 29, it serves as a strong 
response to the test.

Four more nations join UN Environment’s Clean Seas campaign Britons pessimistic about Brexit outcome — poll

US B-1B bomber holds attack 
drills in Korean peninsula 

The North Korean Ar-
my’s test firing of the Hwa-
song-15, its most advanced 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) to date has 
put the regime closer to 
striking the US with nuclear 
weapons.

South Korea’s mili-
tary also plans to launch a 
combat unit of weaponised 
drones called “dronebots” 
next year, Yonhap reported 
quoting an unnamed of-
ficial.
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Pierce Brosnan sued by insurance company
Pierce Brosnan is being sued by an insurance agency for carelessly starting a fire that 
partially torched his neighbour’s house. The fire ignited in the garage at Brosnan’s 
Malibu mansion in February 2015 and spread to neighbour Alexander Haagen’s 
house. The cause was thought to be an electrical problem exacerbated by rags that 
the 64-year-old actor had failed to dispose of  properly, reports tmz.com. Haagen 
was paid for the damage by his insurance company and now the unnamed insurance 
company is suing the former James Bond star. Around 20 firefighters were called 
to the scene at the time and extinguished the fire in around 30 minutes. At the time 
of  the incident, Pierce and his wife Keely were at home with their sons Dylan and 
Paris. (IANS)

EM Images
Various bands seen in performance during the ongoing Hornbill International Rock Contest being held at Agri Expo Site in Dimapur on Wednesday.

Hornbill rock for other districts too: 
‘Music is meant to be shared’

Kangana on why she 
won’t be part of ‘Deepika 
Bachao’ movement

North East Flavours opens in New Delhi

A Naga directed play selected for 
theatre fest. at Duliajan in Assam

‘Dangal’ wins Best Film at Australian gala

North East 
Flavours is 
opened to 

promote NE 
cuisines with 

specialist 
chefs from 

all the 
seven states 

of India’s 
Northeast 

TICkET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Firangi (Hindi)

5 pm: Trian to busan

I
t isn’t about numbers; it’s 
the idea. Or so that’s what 
the leading stakeholders of  
the government-sponsored 
music events, such as the 

ongoing Hornbill music festival, 
say. 

Speaking to Eastern Mirror 
during the ongoing Hornbill 
International Rock Contest 
(HIRC)  in Dimapur, the director 
of the Music Task Force (MTF) 
Gugs Chishi said that this year 
‘it wasn’t about the numbers but 

about the music shared among 
the youths.’ 

“The concept of Hornbill is 
fixed at Kisama but music 
can travel,” he said. The 
MTF plans to take the 
HIRC to every district 
through the next coming 
years so that everyone can expe-
rience and ‘share music.’ Chishi 
explained that every district in 
Nagaland had a unique fea-
ture which means that all who 
participate can get a “taste” of  

each tribe.
This year HIRC turned out 

more than a rock concert with 

bands performing other genres 
besides the usual rock. “It’s a 
platform for the youth to make 
themselves visible and get a 
market for themselves in making 
music a livelihood,” he said add-

ing that music shouldn’t just be 
a hobby but a concept of being 
independent through music also.

When asked about 
sponsorships for the 
prize money, Chishi 
said that ‘due to de-
monetisation’ and the 

GST, many companies didn’t 
want to take the risk and ‘hesi-
tated to cooperate’ with “social 
responsibility” events. He 
said this in regard to the MTF 
sponsoring the first prize of  

10 lac and first runner-up cash 
prize of  5 lac, mentioning that 
usually the cellular network 
companies voluntarily sponsor 
the prizes. 

Day-two had eight bands tak-
ing centre stage: Hidden Identity 
and Serenade from West Bengal; 
Switchblade from Nagaland; 
North H (Bhutan); The Kids 
We Use To Know (USA); Head 
Motif  (Darjeeling); Titans (Tura) 
and Daira (Mumbai). 

Eastern Mirror Desk

K
angana 
Ranaut has 
said she will 
not lend her 
support to 

the ‘Deepika Bachao’ letter 
campaign, led by Shabana 
Azmi, as she would like to 
steer clear of the veteran 
actor’s “investment in left 
wing versus right wing 
politics”.

The 30-year-old actor 
also claims Azmi “charac-
ter assassinated” her when 
she was being bullied. She, 
however, did not elaborate 
on the controversy.

“I was filming ‘Man-
ikarnika...’ in Jodhpur, 
got a call from my dear 
friend Anushka Sharma 
to sign the petition written 
by Ms Shabana Azmi, I 
explained to Anushka that 
Deepika Padukone has all 
my support but I am a bit 
wary of Shabana Azmi’s 
investment in left wing 
versus right wing politics,” 
said Kangana in an official 
statement.

The National Award-
winning actor said the 
“Padmavati” actor has all 
her support as an individ-
ual amid the death threats 
been issued to her, along 
with film’s director Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali.

“I have my own set of  
ideas and opinions about 

the current situation in our 
country, I am on the fence 
about many things and 
being a part of a feminist 
movement called ‘Deepika 
bachao’ lead by someone 
who character assassinated 
me when I was bullied, 
seems to be one of them.

“Anushka understood 
but I am glad they reached 
out to me, like I said 
Deepika has all my support 
I am an individual perfectly 
capable of supporting who 
I like without anyone s sup-
port,” she said.

Kangana’s clarification 
comes after reports sur-
faced that the actor refused 
to sign Azmi’s movement.

An adaptation of  
Malik Muhammad Jayasi’s 
epic “Padmavat”, the 
period drama got caught in 
controversy when Bhansali 
started shooting early this 
year.

The director has been 
accused by several Rajput 
groups and political leaders 
of factual inaccuracies, and 
of depicting a romantic 
dream sequence between 
Padmavati and Sultan 
Alauddin Khilji (Ranveer 
Singh), a claim repeatedly 
denied by him.

Historians are divided 
on whether Padmavati 
actually existed.

PTI

T
he Northeast 
region of India 
represents a 
potpourri of  
different cul-

tures, unique flavours and 
delectable cuisines. 

A press release men-
tions that the North East 
Flavours, which opened 
in the capital on Dec. 6, is 
a bold attempt to bring all 
the varied and distinctive 
Northeast fare together at 
one place. 

Union Minister of  
State for Home Affairs, 
Govt. of India Kiren Rijiju 
and Nishita Goswami, 
popular film actress from 
Assam inaugurated North 
East Flavours amid much 
fanfare.

Inaugurating North 
East Flavours, Kiren Rijiju 
said, “It is a proud mo-
ment for us that a north 
eastern youth is promoting 
NE cuisines in the capital. 
Food is something that 
unites everyone.”

All the seven states of  
the North East find equal 
representation in the menu 
at North East Flavours, 
with specialised dishes 
and recipes that will surely 
delight the foodies of the 

city. 
North East Flavours is 

the only place that special-
ises in cooking authentic 
cuisines from all the seven 
North Eastern states, 
which is highly difficult 
and expertly managed. 
Seven chefs specialising 
in local food from each of  
the seven states have been 
handpicked at the North 
East Flavours to serve 
authentic food from every 
region for the patrons. 

North East Flavours 
has come up with the 
idea to promote North 
Eastern cuisines and at the 
sametime highlight speci-
alities from all the seven 
states. Most of the dishes 
are oil free and cooked 
with organic, indigenous 
jungle herbs. North East 
Flavours has adopted the 
ancient, ancestral recipes 
and aroma to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle to which 
our forefathers were used 
to. All the herbs and spices 
are sourced directly from 
the North East to preserve 
the essence of the dishes. 

Bill Lotha, owner of  
North East Flavours who 
is also a passionate chef  
himself  has plans to open 

up North East Flavours in 
all the metros of India and 
even go abroad to promote 
North Eastern cuisine. 

Talking about the 
launch of North East 
Flavours, Bill Lotha said,  
“North East Flavours is an 
attempt to promote and 
showcase North Eastern 
cuisines and soft power 
skills to the world at large. 
I personally believe that 
North Eastern cuisine is 
comparable with the best 
in the world and this aims 
to bring the wondrous 
flavours of North East 
together at one place. We 
have gone at great lengths 
to procure the most 
authentic ingredients, fully 
organic herbs and spices 
to present the genuine 
North East experience for 
our esteemed patrons. Our 
cooking is almost oil free, 
which will surely appeal to 
the health conscious.”

The fare on offer at 
North East Flavours is a 
veritable cornucopia of  
the best that North East 
has to offer. Spoilt for 
choice, food lovers will 
find a wide as well as 
diverse range of  dishes to 
choose from. While there 

is Ngatok from Arunachal 
Pradesh, which is fish 
cooked in Arunachal 
style with indigenous, 
exotic and aromatic herbs, 
there is Aksol Dol from 
Assam which is chicken 
curry with yam leafs and 
organic herbs. The signa-
ture dish from Nagaland 
is the Wokoso Rhuchii/
Rhuchak (pork cooked 
in ancient Naga style 
with fermented organic 
bamboo shoot stem and 
aromatic herbs), the Ma-
gan Ooty from Manipur 
(green peas curry in fresh 
bamboo shoots & natural 
herbs) also vies for atten-
tion. Tripura has Wahan 
Mosden to offer, which 
is pork slice roasted in 
Tripura natural flavours; 
from Meghalaya there is 
Dhoneihong, which is 
pork cooked with black/
brown sesame paste and 
aromatic herbs, while 
there is Aksa Meh from 
Mizoram as well which is 
chicken cooked with pas-
sion fruits leaves  organic 
herbs. All of  this is just a 
glimpse of  the vast menu 
that North East Flavours 
offers.

EMN

“
Poong - Ai - Khaai - Tumm” 
(Story of a man selling a bas-
ket) was successfully highly-
praised and accepted by the 
people of Namsai (Arunach-

al Pradesh) as they experienced the 
first ever theatrical performance.

A press release mentions that the 
play is a product of 30 days produc-

tion oriented theatre workshop spon-
sored by NEZCC in collaboration 
with Department of Art & Culture, 
District Administration, Namsai 
district in Arunachal Pradesh.

Resource person Bendang Wall-
ing from Nagaland directed the play 
while the production is said to have 
been designed by Limanungdang 

Ao and written by Chow Therinja 
Mantow.

Further the release mentions that 
the play has been selected in the up-
coming 12th Bhabendra Nath Saikia 
Memorial Pathar National Theatre 
Festival (2017) to be held on Dec. 23 
at Duliajan, Assam.

EMN

S
uperstar Aamir Khan-starrer 
“Dangal” was on Wednes-
day named the Best Asian 
Film at the 7th Australian 
Academy of Cinema and 

Television Arts (AACTA) Awards.
Veteran actress Shabana Azmi, a 

member of the Grand Jury for Best 
Asian Film, on Wednesday tweeted: 
“’Dangal’ wins Best Asian Film at 

AACTA. Congratulations Team 
‘Dangal’.” The jury was chaired by 
actor Russell Crowe.

Shabana tweeted a photograph 
with Crowe, and wrote: “It was a 
unanimous decision.”

“Dangal”, directed by Nitesh 
Tiwari, is a biographical sports drama 
film. It is inspired by the lives of  
the Phogat family members, telling 

the story of Mahavir Singh Phogat, 
an amateur wrestler, who trains his 
daughters Geeta and Babita to be-
come India’s first world-class female 
wrestlers. The film stars Fatima 
Sana Shaikh, Sanya Malhotra, Zaira 
Wasim, Sakshi Tanwar and Suhani 
Bhatnagar.  Actor Anupam Kher at-
tended the red carpet of the AACTA. 

IANS
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HIRC continues into day-two
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FIFA president Gianni Infantino (R) is welcomed by Kuwaiti national assembly speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim 
on Dec. 6, 2017, on a visit to announce the lifting of the emirate’s suspension from world football.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (C) poses for a photo with Russian winter Olympic athletes at the Sochi 
2014 Winter Olympics; the team could be banned from the 2018 Games in Pyeongchang for doping viola-
tions.

England’s Jonny Bairstow (L) walks off as Australian players celebrate after defeating England on the final 
day of the second Ashes Test match on Wednesday.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1672SUD0KU 1511 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1671

ACROSS
1. Confess
6. Den
10. Aquatic animal
14. Collide
15. Monster
16. In contact with
17. Severely or exactitude
18. Harvest
19. People possessing self-

conceit
20. Parts of a sequence of events
22. City in Pakistan
24. Small mountain lake (Old 

Norse)
25. Infected or corrupted
26. Italian economist Vifredo 

______ (1848-1923)
29. Chance or fortune
30. Teller of untruths
31. Coming before
37. Foolish behavior or action
39. Annoy
40. At no time
41. City in Alabama
44. Urn
45. Sympathy
46. Barely sufficient
48. Attaches or closes
52. “Snow runners”
53. Statement
54. Blunders
58. Long periods of time
59. Graphical representation
61. Dutchess of York
62. An English Royal House
63. Naked

64. useful
65. Picnic insects
66. Enlarged
67. Appears 
DOWN
1. Unit of area
2. Dull person (slang)
3. Wise man
4. Having equal or constant 

specific volume (physics)
5. Windpipe
6. Lost (archaic)
7. Gets older
8. Individual Retirement 

Account
9. Substitute
10. A warm dry wind

11. Piece of cast metal
12. Shop or market
13. Drenched 
21. Small amount of fluid
23. Pulitzer prizewinning poet 

Conrad Potter _____ 
(1889-1973)

25. Folds in close together
26. Braided
27. Native of northern Japan
28. Rodents
29. Name from the French 

meaning “The King”
32. Violent disturbances
33. Cause great destruction
34. ____ the Terrible
35. Bird home

36. Earl ____ tea
38. Prank 
42. Connecting
43. Requests
47. Genus of woody vines
48. Norse goddess of love and 

beauty
49. Pertaining to flight: _____

autics
50. Knowledgeable
51. Pieces of work to be done
52. Fibrous tissue
54. A la ____
55. Great Lake
56. Inner surface of the hand
57. She is (contraction)
60. Ill-tempered dog
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Starc stars in Australia’s 120-
run win in second Ashes Test

Dhoni may return as CSK 
skipper after new IPL rule

Serena ‘very likely’ to make 
comeback at Australian 
Open—organisers

FIFA ends Kuwait’s suspension 
for political meddling

Russia banned from 2018 
Winter Olympics over doping
Lausanne, Dec. 6 (PTI/
AFP): Russia was banned 
from the 2018 Winter 
Games by the International 
Olympic Committee over 
its state-orchestrated dop-
ing programme, but clean 
Russian athletes will be al-
lowed to compete under an 
Olympic flag.

The sanction was the 
toughest ever levelled by 
the IOC for drug cheating 
and was delivered just 65 
days ahead of  the Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea.

In announcing the deci-
sion, IOC president Thom-
as Bach accused Russia of  
“perpetrating an unprec-
edented attack on the integ-
rity of the Olympic Games 
and sport”.

An explosive report 
by the World Anti-doping 
Agency (WADA) and two 
subsequent IOC investiga-
tions have confirmed that 
Russian athletes took part in 
an elaborate drug cheating 
programme which peaked 
during the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi.

Mounting evidence has 
indicated that the scheme 
involved senior government 
officials, including from the 
sports ministry, with help 
from secret state agents.

The IOC also banned 
Russia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Vitaly Mutko -- 
who was sports minister 
during the Sochi Games 
-- for life. Mutko is currently 
the head of  the organising 
committee for the 2018 
World Cup, which Russia 
is hosting.

Attention will quick-

ly turn to see if  football’s 
world governing body FIFA 
allows the scandal-tainted 
ally of  President Vladimir 
Putin to retain his senior 
World Cup role.

In a statement, FIFA 
said it had “taken note” of  
the IOC decision but it had 
“no impact on the prepara-
tions” for Russia 2018.

After reviewing the case 
against Russia at a meeting 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
the IOC also suspended the 
country’s Olympic Com-
mittee (ROC) and its chief  
Alexander Zhukov.

Zhukov said he “apolo-
gised” to the IOC on Tues-
day for the “anti-doping 
violations” committed in 

his country in recent years.
The IOC had the op-

tion of  hitting Russia with 
a blanket ban, the so-called 
nuclear option that was ap-
plied to apartheid-era South 
Africa from 1964 to 1988.

The IOC’s decision 
to choose a more moder-
ate path does offer some 
Russian athletes a route to 
competing in the Games 
-- although that will be by 
invitation only and depen-
dent on a stringent testing 
programme.

“The IOC, at its abso-
lute discretion, will ulti-
mately determine the ath-
letes to be invited from the 
list,” the IOC said in a state-
ment.

No Russian athlete with 
a previous doping violation 
will be allowed to compete 
and no official who had 
a leadership role at Sochi 
2014 will be invited to Py-
eongchang.

Those athletes who do 
go to the Games, which 
start on February 9, will 
participate under the name 
“Olympic Athlete from 
Russia”. The country’s flag 
will not fly at any 2018 cer-
emony, the IOC also said in 
a statement.

Bach said those mea-
sures amounted to “pro-
portional sanctions for this 
systemic manipulation” 
committed by Russia.

The US Olympic Com-

Melbour ne,  Dec.  6 
(AFP): Serena Williams 
will be ready to make her 
tennis comeback at the 
Australian Open with 
her return to Melbourne 
for the season’s opening 
Grand Slam “very likely”, 
organisers said Wednes-
day.

Williams, 36, won this 
year’s Australian Open 
while pregnant and gave 
birth to a baby girl in Sep-
tember.

She has not played a 
competition since, raising 
questions over whether 
the 23-time Grand Slam 
winner would attempt 
to defend her title next 
month.

But tournament di-
rector Craig Tiley is op-
timistic she will return 
for a crack at her seventh 
Melbourne Park crown 
after marrying Reddit co-
founder Alexis Ohanian 
last month.

“She’s got her visa, 
she’s entered, she’s prac-
tising and she’s probably 
just got to find a bit more 
space for a bigger entou-

rage,” Melbourne’s Her-
ald Sun quoted him as 
saying.

“There’s no question 
that she’ll be ready in our 
view and she wants to 
break a record that is Mar-
garet Court’s. It would 
be a pretty significant ac-
complishment for her to 
be able to do that.”

Australian Court has 
24 major titles, making 
her the most successful 
player in Grand Slam his-
tory. Tiley described the 
Australian Open, which 
will be held from Janu-
ary 15-28, as a “family-
friendly event”.

“We’ve had this be-
fore. Roger Federer travels 
with his four kids and 
we are a family-friendly 
event,” he said, referring 
to Williams and her baby.

The winner of  the 
2018 tournament will 
walk away with Aus$4.0 
million (US$3.0 million), 
up from Aus$3.7 million 
last year. The total tour-
nament purse has risen 
10 percent to Aus$55 mil-
lion.

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
In a decision that could see 
the return of  Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni as the skipper 
of  Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) and some of its top 
players, the IPL Governing 
Council has allowed the re-
turning franchises CSK and 
Rajasthan Royals to secure 
the players who represented 
them in the 2015 edition and 
were part of Rising Pune Su-
pergiant and Gujarat Lions 
squads in 2017.

It also decided that an 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) franchise can retain 
or secure through the Right 
to Match (RTM) clause a 
combined total of five play-
ers for the 2018 edition of  
the Twenty20 cricket tourna-
ment, it was announced on 
Wednesday.

An IPL franchise is eli-

gible to secure up to five 
players by virtue of a com-
bination of player retention 
(pre player auction) and 
Right to Match (during the 
auction), BCCI secretary 
Amitabh Chaudhary said in 
a statement.

The decision was taken 
during the IPL Governing 
Council’s meeting with the 
Supreme Court appointed 
Committee of  Administra-
tors (CoA) here.

The decision means 
CSK can call upon the likes 
of Dhoni, Suresh Raina and 
veteran New Zealand star 
Brendan McCullum. They 
may also recall West Indies 
star Dwayne Bravo.

R a j a s t h a n  Ro ya l s 
meanwhile, can secure the 
services of  Australian all-
rounders James Faulkner 
and Shane Watson, opener 

Adelaide, Dec. 6 (IANS): Australia gained 
a vital 2-0 lead in the five-match Ashes after 
thrashing England by 120 runs in the sec-
ond cricket Test at the Adelaide Oval here 
on Wednesday.

Chasing 354 runs to win, England were 
bowled out for 233, which saw their last six 
wickets going for just 57 runs in the historic 
day-night affair.

Left-arm paceman Mithcell Starc ran 
through the English batting middle order, 
after Josh Hazlewood scalped both Joe 
Root (67) and Chris Woakes (5) in his first 
two overs of  the day without addition to 
their overnight scores.

Thereafter, the Australians took the 
game by the scruff  of  its neck with Starc 
accounting for stumper Jonny Bairstow 
(36), Craig Overton (7) and Stuart Broad 
(8) while off-spinner Nathan Lyon added 
to the woes with the wicket of Moeen Ali.

Resuming the day at 176/4, the tourists 
failed to provide any resistance as they kept 
losing wickets at regular intervals to com-
pletely lose the plot.

England could surrender the Ashes next 

week at the WACA ground in Perth, where 
it has not won a Test since 1978.

Delighted at the win, Australia skipper 
Steven Smith said: “We always had the faith 
in the team and the belief. 

“We thought if  we could come out and 
bowl well this morning, hit our lengths and 
get one or two wickets, then things can hap-
pen quickly,” he added.

Root was understandably disappointed, 
but still positive as he looked ahead to a 
come-from-behind series win. 

“ I don’t think we did ourselves justice,” 
he said.

“We’re still massively in the series. We 
showed that from the way we played yester-
day. That has to be the benchmark how we 
approach the rest of the series,” he added.

Both the sides will now face off  in the 
third Test at the WACA in Perth from De-
cember 14-18.

Brief  Scores: Australia 442/8d & 138 
beat England 227 & 233 (Joe Root 67, Mark 
Stoneman 36, Jonny Bairstow 36, Mitchell 
Starc 5/88, Josh Hazlewood 2/49, Nathan 
Lyon 2/45) by 120 runs.

mittee praised the IOC’s 
“strong and principled de-
cision.

“There were no perfect 
options, but this decision 
will clearly make it less 
likely that this ever happens 
again,” it said.

The head of  the Ger-
man Olympic Sports Con-
federation, Alfons Hoer-
mann, called it “historic”.

Russian officials have 
previously met doping ac-
cusations with defiance.

Mutko has said the alle-
gations were an attempt “to 
create an image of  an axis 
of evil” against his country 
while Putin has warned that 
a Russia ban would cause 
“serious harm to the Olym-
pic movement”.

He said forcing Russian 
athletes to compete under a 
neutral flag would amount 
to a national “humiliation.” 

That has fuelled specu-
lation that Moscow would 
instruct its athletes to boy-
cott the compromise solu-
tion decided by the IOC.

“An Olympic boycott 
has never achieved any-
thing,” Bach said, insisting 
that given the window left 
open for clean athletes to 
compete, a boycott was un-
necessary.

Speaking to Russian TV, 
the president of  Russia’s 
Bobsleigh Federation, Alex-
ander Zubkov said: “This is 
humiliation. This is a punch 
in the stomach.” 

Ru s s i a  h ave  b e e n 
stripped of  11 of  their 33 
Sochi medals for cheating, 
meaning they have lost their 
position at the top of  the 
medals table to Norway.

Aaron Finch and India star 
Ajinkya Rahane.

CSK and Rajasthan 
were suspended for two IPL 
seasons after the tournament 
was hit by a spot-fixing con-
troversy in 2013.

They were replaced by 
Rising Pune Supergiants 
-- who employed Dhoni as 
captain -- and the Gujarat 
Lions.

The IPL Governing 
Council had allowed a 
maximum of  either three 
retentions or three Right To 
Match (RTM) at the discre-
tion of  the franchises. If  
there is no retention before 
player auction then the fran-
chises can have up to three 
ATM. 

A franchise can secure a 
maximum of three capped 
Indian players and a maxi-
mum of two overseas play-
ers. A franchise can secure a 
maximum of two uncapped 
Indian players.

Meanwhile, the salary 
cap for teams for the 2018 
edition is Rs. 80 crore. It will 
grow by Rs 2 crore and Rs 
3 crore for the next two edi-
tions respectively. 

“The minimum spend 
will be 75 per cent of the sal-
ary cap for each season,” the 
statement read.

Kuwait City, Dec. 6 (AFP): World foot-
ball governing body FIFA announced on 
Wednesday it was lifting its suspension of  
Kuwait, after the Gulf  state’s parliament 
adopted a law meant to end government 
interference in the sport.

“The suspension of  the Kuwait foot-
ball association is lifted,” FIFA’s president 
Gianni Infantino announced alongside a 
Kuwaiti official in a short video shared 
widely on Twitter.

Infantino was visiting Kuwait to an-
nounce the eagerly anticipated decision.

World sports bodies led by FIFA and 
the International Olympic Committee 

suspended Kuwait in October 2015 for 
the second time since 2010 over alleged 
government meddling in sports.

The suspensions meant Kuwait missed 
out on the qualifiers for the 2018 World 
Cup and the 2019 Asian Cup, and before 
that the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.

On Sunday, the Kuwaiti parliament 
passed a new law in line with FIFA’s 
requirements and on Tuesday, Kuwaiti 
clubs elected the head of  a new football 
federation.

Analysts say the crisis in Kuwaiti sports 
was the result of  a power struggle within 
the ruling elite.
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Upper Bayavii Sixers and P Khel Eagles enter semis

Sampri of P.Khel Eagles receiving the MOM award from Mghatovi, 
organising committee member on Wednesday.

EM Images

Indian players pose for a group photo with the winning trophy after the third cricket test against Sri Lanka that ended in draw, in New Delhi 
on Wednesday. India won the three match series 1-0.

PTI

India register ninth straight series 
win after drawing Kotla Test

Farewell to Atletico, first place for 
Manchester United, PSG, Roma

Each franchise can secure five cricketers for IPL 2018

India lifts South Asian Regional badminton tournament

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

Chetheba Open Basketball tournament from Dec. 19

Governor’s trophy held in Manipur

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): 
India registered a record 
ninth straight series win 
after drawing the pollution-
marred third and final Test 
against Sri Lanka at the 
Ferozeshah Kotla here on 
Wednesday.

Chasing an improbable 
410, a defiant Sri Lanka 
rode on Dhananjaya de 
Silva's third Test century 
and debutant Roshen Silva's 
unbeaten half  century to 
score 299/5, before both the 
captains decided to shake 
hands with seven overs to 
go before the mandatory 
close of play.

Roshen remained un-
beaten on 74 while stumper 

Niroshan Dickwella was on 
44 when the match ended.

With this, India clinched 
the three-Test rubber against 
the islanders 1-0 and also 
equalled Australia's record 
of  nine consecutive Test 
series wins from 2005-2008.

India drew the first Test 
in Kolkata before thrashing 
the visitors by an innings 
and 239 runs in the second 
game at Nagpur.

The first four days of the 
Kotla Test also witnessed 
a few disruptions with the 
Sri Lankan players wear-
ing anti-pollution masks to 
protect themselves against 
the high pollution level in 
the national capital.

Resuming from Tues-
day's score of  31/3, the 
visitors lost the wicket of  
Angelo Mathews in the 
sixth over of the day before 
skipper Dinesh Chandi-
mal (36) and de Silva took 
the team to a comfortable 
119/4 at lunch. Mathews, 
whose 111 played a big part 
in Sri Lanka's first innings 
total of  373, perished to 
a thick edge off  Jadeja as 
Ajinkya Rahane completed 
an excellent catch at slip.

The right-handed duo 
of de Silva and Chandimal 
continued to frustrate the 
Indian bowlers as the fifth 
wicket partnership flour-
ished to 112 runs before off-

spinner Ravichandran Ash-
win packed back the visiting 
captain with a beauty.

Chandimal, who con-
sumed 90 deliveries and 
struck two boundaries, at-
tempted to whip Ashwin's 
tossed up delivery through 
mid-wicket but the ball 
sneaked through the gap 
between bat and pad to hit 
the stumps.

Despite losing his part-
ners, the 26-year-old de 
Silva battled a glute muscle 
injury to complete his ca-
reer's third Test century 
from 188 balls and later 
added an unbeaten 58-run 
stand for the sixth wicket 
in the company of Roshen.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
Upper Bayavii Sixers and 
P Khel Eagles won their 
respective quarterfinal 
matches and entered the 
semifinals of  the ongoing 
5th edition of  10-North-
ern Angami-I T20 Bash 
organised by Brotherhood 
Group at the Kohima vil-
lage ground, Ziekezou on 
Wednesday.

In the 3rd quarterfinal 
match, Upper Bayavii Six-
ers beat RS Challengers 
by 21 runs. Sixers elected 
to bat and scored a total 
of  135/8 in 20 overs, Vi-
kato (32) and Mhombemo 
(30) were the highest scor-
ers, while Kezha took two 
wickets in four overs for 
Challengers.

Chasing a target of 136 
runs, Challengers were 
short of  21 runs as they 
were all bowled out scoring 
just 114 runs in 20 overs. 
Nyuyhenlo scoring 45 runs 
in 31 balls was the only 
bright side for Challengers 
team, while Panger claimed 
three wickets in three overs 
and Opangtemsu took two 
wickets in two overs for 
Sixers. Vikato of Sixers was 

adjudged as the man of the 
match for scoring 32 runs 
and taking a wicket in the 
match. In the last quarter-
final match, P Khel Eagles 
beat Kenuozou Wolves by 
109 runs to enter semis.

Winning  the  toss, 
Wolves elected to bowl but 
gave away 206 runs losing 
six wickets in 20 overs. Imli 
(71) and Sampri (75) were 
the highest scorers for Ea-
gles, while Yekevi claimed 
two wickets in three overs.

Chasing a mammoth 
target of  207 runs, Wolves 
scored only 97/8 in 20 overs 
and fell short of 109 runs to 

beat the opponent.Mgha-
tovi (41) and Alo (26) con-
tributing the highest runs 
for Wolves, while Vesan 
took two wickets for Eagles.

Sampri of  Eagles with 
his half-century was award-
ed as the man of the match.

With the win, P Khel 
Eagles set up a clash against 
Upper Bayavii Sixers in the 
semifinal match on Thurs-
day. 
Thursday’s matches (semi-

finals fixture)
P Khel Eagles vs Upper 
Bayavu Sixers at 9 am

Lower Bayavu Lions vs North 
Block Warriors at 12:30 pm

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): Team Huskers 
in collaboration with Colours Graphic 
Kohima is organising the 1st edition of the 
Winter Open Basketball Challenge 2017 
from Dec. 19-20 at Chetheba local ground 
under Phek district under the motto ‘one 
dream, one spirit, one team’.

Akhozo Rhakho, press secretary in a 
press release stated that Chetheba Town 
being a central hub of  the Chokri Area, 
it was aimed to promote the game for the 

youngsters and also promote the game 
where locality has a keen interest in it.

The organising committee informed 
that entry fee is set at INR. 2000 and the 
winning team will walk home with INR. 
20,000 along with the certificates whiles 
the runners-up will receive a cash of  
INR.10,000. 

For more information nterested team 
or club can contact the following numbers: 
7005160959, 8014804878.

Our Correspondent
Manipur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
The 1st Governor’s Trophy 
-State Level Mukna Kangjei 
Tournament organised by 
Kreeda Bharati, Manipur  
culminated on Wednesday 
with Imphal West ‘B’ win-
ning the trophy by defeat-
ing Thoubal ‘A’ (5-1) at the 
1st Manipur Rifles Parade 
ground.
The tournament com-
menced on Dec. 2. Speak-
ing on the occasion Speaker 

Y Khemchand appreciated 
the organiser for organising 
such kind of  indigenous 
games at the state level. 
In his presidential speech 
Education minister Th Rad-
heshyam Singh said that 
Mukna Kangjei is an indig-
enous game which needs 
to be promoted. Later, they 
presented the winner’s tro-
phy and a cheque of INR. 
20,000 to Imphal West ‘B’ 
and the runners up tro-
phy and a cheque of INR. 

10,000 to Thoubal ‘A’ team.
As part of  the closing 

ceremony, Pung Cholom 
and Thang-Ta were ex-
hibited by various artists. 
Mukna Kangjei is a game 
combined the arts of Mukna 
(like wrestling) and Kangjei 
(cane stick) to play the ball 
made of Seasoned Bamboo 
roots. The game is played by 
two teams each consisting 
of  seven players. Around 
10 teams participated in the 
tournament this year.

Dimapur, Dec. 6 (EMN): 
India lived upto the billing 
of  being a favourite and 
walloped Nepal 3-0 to win 
the first ever South Asian 
Regional Badminton Tour-
nament (team champion-
ship) here at the Tarun Ram 
Phookan Indoor Stadium 
on Tuesday.

India who came into 
the finals without losing a 
single match continued their 
good run with Aryaman 
Tandon drawing the first 
blood in the boys’singles 
competition. Taking on the 
winner (mixed doubles) 
of  Pakistan International 
Badminton Series Dipesh 
Dhami, Aryaman ranked 
third in India (U-19) was in 
his elements from the word 

New Delhi, Dec. 6 (IANS): An 
Indian Premier League (IPL) fran-
chise can retain or secure through 
the Right to Match (RTM) clause a 
combined total of five players for the 
2018 edition of the Twenty20 cricket 
tournament, it was announced on 
Wednesday. In another decision, 
returning franchises Chennai Super 
Kings and Rajasthan Royals can re-
tain or use the RTM clause to secure 

the players who played for them re-
spectively in IPL 2015 and who were 
part of Rising Pune Supergiant and 
Gujarat Lions squads in IPL 2017.

An IPL franchise is eligible to 
secure up to 5 players by virtue of a 
combination of player retention (pre 
player auction) and Right to Match 
(during the auction), BCCI secre-
tary Amitabh Chaudhary said in a 
statement. The decision was taken 

during the IPL Governing Council's 
meeting with the Committee of  
Administrators (CoA) here. The IPL 
Governing Council had allowed a 
maximum of either three retentions 
or three Right To Match (RTM) at 
the discretion of  the franchises. If  
there is no retention before player 
auction then the franchises can have 
up to three ATM. A franchise can 
secure a maximum of three capped 

Indian players and a maximum of  
two overseas players. A franchise 
can secure a maximum of two un-
capped Indian players. Meanwhile, 
the salary cap for teams for the 2018 
edition is Rs. 80 crore. It will grow by 
Rs 2 crore and Rs 3 crore for the next 
two editions respectively. 

"The minimum spend will be 75 
per cent of the salary cap for each 
season," the statement read.

Madrid, Dec. 6 (IANS): Atletico de 
Madrid confirmed their exit from the 
UEFA Champions League with a 
1-1 draw at Chelsea, allowing Roma 
to advance to the round of  16 
as group winners along with 
Paris St-Germain, despite 
their 1-3 defeat in Munich. 
Manchester United, who won 
2-1 at home to CSKA Mos-
cow, also advanced.

Juventus and Basel also 
completed their passage to 
the next round, joining Bar-
celona, Besiktas, Manchester 
City, Tottenham, Manchester 
United, Paris Saint Germain 
and Roma who qualified as 
group winners, and Real Ma-
drid, Bayern Munich, Chel-
sea, Juventus and Basel as 
runners up, reports Efe.

There are only four Round 
of  16 spots left to play for on Wednes-
day night ahead of  the draw on De-
cember 10 in Nyon. 

Two will come from group E (one 
of  Liverpool, Sevilla and Spartak 
Moscow), one from F, with the clash 
between Shakhthar Donetsk and 

Naples, and another from group G, 
either Porto or Leipzig.

Having already secured first place 
in Group D, Barca rested Argentine 

star Lionel Messi as they faced Sport-
ing CP at the Camp Nou, defeating 
the Portuguese side with a goal from 
Paco Alcacer and another when 
Sporting CP's former Barcelona man 
Jeremy Mathieu scored an own goal 
on Tuesday.

Juventus grabbed the group's 
second place with a 2-0 away victory 
over Olympiakos.

At Old Trafford, Manchester 
United sealed their place at 
the top of  Group A by beat-
ing CSKA Moscow 2-1 with 
goals from Romelu Lukaku 
and Marcus Rashford in 
the 64th and 66th minute, 
respectively.

Winning 2-0 against Ben-
fica in Lisbon, Basel fol-
lowed Manchester United to 
the round of  16. Elyounoussi 
and Oberlin sealed the vic-
tory and qualification for 
the Swiss team. In Group B, 
Paris Saint-German had all 
but secured top spot, with 
Munich needing to win by 
four goals to leapfrog them. 
The Bavarians' 3-1 victory 

was not enough, and they will follow 
the Parisians into the round of  16 in 
second place.

Anderlecht secured the group's 
third place and a Europa League 
berth with a 1-0 victory in Glasgow 
against Celtic.
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The centurion was 
however, forced to walk 
off  just before the tea break 
which saw stumper Niro-
shan Dickwella joining 
Roshen in the middle.

Roshen, who got a duck 
in the first innings made up 
for his flop show, showing 
great maturity to bring up 
his maiden half  century 
off  105 balls. Dickwella, 
at the other end played his 
aggressive natural game, 
slamming six boundaries in 
his 66-ball unbeaten knock.

India, meanwhile had 
their slices of  bad luck in 
the middle when Ashwin 
missed a tough caught and 
bowled chance from de 
Silva and wicketkeeper 
Wriddhiman Saha missed 
a regulation stumping of  
Dickwella off left-arm spin-
ner Ravindra Jadeja. For 
the hosts, Jadeja emerged 
the pick of  the bowlers 
with figures of 3/83 while 
Ashwin and pacer Moham-
med Shami picked up one 
wicket apiece.

The Indian captain was 
adjudged the Man-of-the-
Match as well as the Player-
of-the-Series for his excel-
lent run with the willow.

Kohli emerged the high-
est run-getter in the series 
with 615 runs, which saw 
him scoring three centuries, 
including two back-to-back 
double tons. His 243 had 
powered India to 536/7 
declared in the first innings 
here. The teams will now 
head to Dharamsala for 
the limited overs leg of the 
tour, with the first One-day 
International to be played 
on December 10.

go and picked up an easy 
21-9,21-15 victory to give 
the hosts an early initiative.

Local star Ashmita 
Chaliha continued the Indi-
an juggernaut as she danced 
her way to a 21-9, 21-6 win 
over Rashila Maharjan in 
the girls’ singles event. Ash-
mita who has been picked 
up by the North Eastern 
Warriors for the upcoming 

edition of  the Vodafone 
Premier Badminton League 
barely broke a sweat and reg-
istered a comprehensive vic-
tory to double India’s lead.

In the boys’ doubles 
event, the pair of  Arintap 
Dasgupta and Krishna 
Prasad G had to stave off  
a challenge from Nepal-
ese duo of  Dipesh Dhami 
and Nabin Shrestha. Nepal 

started off  well winning 
the first game 21-19. How-
ever, the Indians came back 
stronger and won the next 
two games 21-14, 21-11 to 
seal the deal for the Indian 
contingent. 

Sanjay Mishra, Indian 
junior badminton coach 
was ecstatic with the win 
and said, “It was a great 
performance by the squad 
and we are happy with the 
way they played. It was as 
easy as the results show. 
Nepal are a good team and 
I am really happy that the 
team executed the plans as 
had discussed.”

With the team champi-
onship over, the individual 
competition will commence 
from tomorrow.


