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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Keep coming home drunk 

every morning and you will 
end first before this Hornbill 

festival ends.

Civilization began the  
first time an angry  
person cast a word  
instead of a rock.

~ Sigmund Freud

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVI  NO. 333  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 , 2017

EM Images

EASTERN MIRROR

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 08°
Agartala 27° 14°
Gangtok 19° 06°
Guwahati 21° 08°
Imphal 27° 07°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 20° 05°
Delhi 22° 13°
Kolkata 28° 14°
Chennai 29° 21°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.8° 7.6°
DIMAPUR 25° 13.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 67%
DIMAPUR NIL 98%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Chief Minister TR Zeliang drinking rice beer along with CM of Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, and Minister Kaito Aye at Angami 
morung at Naga heritage village, Kisama on December 5.
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NSCN (IM) officials meet Sumi leaders
11893 visitors

Hornbill day-five

India among deadliest countries for land, 
environment rights defenders – Amnesty

Meet Kechongoyi Keyho, Naga 
wrestler-turned craftsmen

Manipur CM Biren Singh backs 
Zeliang’s push for ‘NE tourist circuit’ 

Zeliang and Acharya greets 
Home Guards and Civil Defence 

'Northeast tourism 
hurdles will end'

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Quentin Tarantino developing 
‘Star Trek’ movie | P10

Akash missile tested with indigenous 
radio frequency seeker | P8

Nadal to compete in 
international tourneys, but 
will take it step by step  |  P11

Kechongoyi Keyho manning his stall at Kisama. 

Government enhances honorarium of Home 
Guards personnel from INR 150 to 520 per day

Singh recalled that, about 74 
years ago, some of  the fiercest 
and deciding battles of  the Sec-
ond World War were fought in 
Imphal and Kohima. To this, he 
said “Collaborative efforts of  
our governments with entrepre-
neurs, historians and enthusiasts 
to develop a tourist circuit in this 
niche area should be supported 
not only for promoting tourism 
but for preserving the history 
and relics of  these forgotten bat-
tles of  World War II.”

Meanwhile, Singh also went 
on to say that the two states 
could actively engage in the area 
of  sports with the attempt to 
build together and nurture the 
prospects of  the young promis-
ing sports talents.

“Sports unify us and I strong-
ly feel we must explore opportu-
nities for increased interactions 
between the two states in the 
area of  sports at various levels 
starting from schools, colleges, 
villages and professional clubs,” 
Singh said, further mentioning 

that there is a need for extensive 
and meaningful “people-to-peo-
ple” interactions and between 
institutions for collaboration 
and partnership in the area of  
entrepreneurship, skill develop-
ment, commerce, arts, culture 
films and theatre.

Chief  Minister of  Arunach-
al Pradesh, Pema Khandu, who 
was the guest of  honour, said he 
had the desire of  visiting Na-
galand to witness the Hornbill 
festival long ago; he, therefore, 
thanked Zeliang for the invita-
tion extended to him.

“Hornbill festival has not 
only exposed Nagaland, but it 
has also exposed the entire north 
east region to the mainland 
India and rest of  the world,” 
Khandu said.

Regretting that NE has been 
ignored for so long in the past, 
Khandu observed that things 
are changing fast at the moment 
in the region under the abled 
leadership of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“The NE region has huge 
potentials and talents to be 
converted into opportunities. 
A very good number of  inves-
tors want to come and invest in 
NE, therefore, let us do our bit 
to create and pave the way for 
outsiders to come and invest in 
the region,” he said maintaining 
that the region should continue 
to preserve the rich culture and 
traditions.

CM Khandu also briefly 
shared his thoughts and con-
cern on the political diversities, 
while he emphasized the urgent 
need for a clean election process 
in the NE region.

“In Arunachal, we spend 
lots of  money for elections. And 
I was told that the same thing is 
happening here in Nagaland. 
But this is not a very good idea 
and we should make efforts to 
change this trend,” Khandu said 
and urged the community based 
organisations and churches to 
take the initiative in bringing 
about a desirable change in the 

election process.
Zeliang talks unity 

Speaking in the presence of  
the chief  ministers of  Manipur 
and Arunachal Pradesh, Naga-
land Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
underscored the need for the 
NE states to co-exist as friendly 
neighbours.

“I firmly believe that under 
the leadership of  the two chief  
ministers including Assam CM 
Sarbananda Sonowal, togeth-
er we can co-exist as friendly 
neighbours,” Zeliang said add-
ing that “peace alone can take 
us to progress and development 
of  our region.”

He also adopted the idea 
of  making the region a “tour-
ist circuit”, by ‘dove-tailing’ the 
various festivals in the different 
north-eastern states.

 “This arrangement can af-
ford tourists from different 
parts of  the world to undertake 
the North East odyssey at a one 
go and at a much lesser cost,” 
he stated.

Zeliang also proposed the 
need for the NE states to have a 
common development strategy 
in sync with the fast changing 
times.

“The similarities in our cul-
ture, traditions, ways of  living 
or looks, etc, are more than the 
similarities. This applies equally 
when it comes to our problems 
too. Landlocked and distant 
as we are from the mainland 
hubs, we must have a common 
development strategy,” Zeliang 
stated.

“Looking at Act East Policy 
of  the Govt. of  India which is 
fast beginning to take shape, 
we can now look forward to a 
much faster pace of  progress in 
various fronts. Our geographical 
isolation may also soon become 
a thing of  the past as our region 
would rapidly emerge as the 
gateway between the ASEAN 
countries and mainland India. 
He also thanked the two chief  
ministers for being part of  the 
Hornbill festival.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
and Governor PB Acharya 
have extended greetings on 
the occasion of  the rais-
ing day of  Civil Defence 
and Home Guards.  “I am 
happy to learn that the Na-
galand Civil Defence and 
Home Guards organiza-
tion is observing its Raising 
Day on 6th of  December, 
2017 along with the other 
states of  the country.

“Originally raised as a 
subsidiary force for aiding 
the state police and civil 
administration in mainte-
nance of  law and order, 
over the years the role and 
responsibilities of  Civil De-
fence and Home Guards 
have grown hugely,” read 

a statement from the chief  
minister.

Zeliang expressed con-
fidence that “with the re-
cent enhancement of  their 
daily allowance from Rs. 
150 to Rs. 520 per day, the 
CD & HG personnel will 
continue to work with re-
newed dedication and right 
motivation”.

In a separate statement, 
the governor stated that the 
Nagaland Civil Defence 
and Home Guards “have 
been doing a commend-
able job in rendering yeo-
men service to the people.” 
He also hoped that the en-
hanced honorarium ‘will 
propel and strengthen the 
Home Guard personnel's 
family and economic life’.

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (IANS): 
India is among the deadliest 
countries for defenders of  
rights related to land, territo-
ry, environment, rights NGO 
Amnesty International said 
on Tuesday.

In its global report 'Dead-
ly but Preventable Attacks: 
Killings and Enforced Dis-
appearances of  Those who 
Defend Human Rights', re-
leased on Tuesday, the rights 
watchdog said: "In India, 
journalists, land rights activ-
ists, and those advocating the 
rights of  ethnic and religious 
minorities, Dalits and Adiva-
sis (tribal) are among those 
at risk of  attack."

Among the deadliest 
countries for this group of  
human rights defenders are 
Brazil, Colombia, the Philip-
pines, India and Honduras, 
it said.

According to an Amnes-
ty release, as many as 3,500 
human rights defenders were 
killed worldwide since 1998 
while the number in 2016 
was 281-- a significant in-
crease from 156 defenders 
killed in 2015 and 136 in 
2014.

Also, 48 journalists were 
killed worldwide in 2016, ac-
cording to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists. 

The report included tes-

timonies from human rights 
defenders as well as their 
relatives and colleagues in 
India, Argentina, Brazil, Co-
lombia, Democratic Repub-
lic of  the Congo, Honduras, 
Indonesia, Kenya, Maurita-
nia, Mexico, Russia, South 
Africa, South Sudan and 
Syria. 

Many described how vic-
tims' pleas for protection had 
been repeatedly ignored by 
the authorities and how the 
attackers had evaded justice, 
fueling a deadly cycle of  im-
punity, it said.

Asmita Basu, Pro-
grammes Director at Am-
nesty International India, 
said human rights defenders 
were painted as a threat to 
development or traditional 
values.

"Human rights defend-
ers, instead of  being recog-
nised and protected by the 
state, are

portrayed as ‘criminals', 
‘foreign agents', ‘anti-nation-
als' and ‘terrorists', and paint-
ed as a threat to development 
or traditional values. Such 
labels are divisive, signal 
contempt for constitutional 
rights, and give a green light 
to further abuses," she said, 
as per the release.

The report has brought 
together stories from around 

the world including that of  
journalist Gauri Lankesh, 
who was fatally shot outside 
her home in Bengaluru in 
September 2017. 

It also mentioned Chhat-
tisgarh's Jailal Rathia, who 
had challenged the Adivasi 
land grabbing and later died 
of  what was suspected as 
deliberate poisoning, and 
killing of  Maharashtra Dalit 
activist Chandrakant Gaik-
wad.

The report focused on the 
gravest of  violations against 
human rights defenders-- 
killings and enforced disap-
pearances. 

"The motives behind 
these attacks are multiple 
and layered. Some people 
are attacked because of  their 
legitimate activities, for ex-
ample, as they stand up to 
powerful actors violating hu-
man rights, share informa-
tion and raise awareness, or 
confront discriminatory pub-
lic opinion and social norms. 
Others are attacked both for 
what they do and who they 
are," it said.

The human rights defend-
ers included those defending 
the rights of  women, lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender 
and intersex people and in-
digenous peoples and minor-
ity groups, it added.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): Around 11893 tourists 
were reportedly registered on the 5th day of  the 
Hornbill Festival at the Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama. 

Toka E Tuccumi, tourist officer and statisti-
cal-in-charge said 245 foreign tourists, 3627 do-
mestic and 8021 local visitors were recorded as 
per the sale of  tickets today.  In all 96, 498 tour-
ists including foreign, domestic and local visitors 
were recorded to have witnessed the ongoing fes-
tival in the five days.

Guwahati, Dec. 5 (IANS): 
Union Minister of State for 
Tourism K.J. Alphons on 
Tuesday assured that he 
will take up at proper level 
the issue of northeastern 
states being kept as Level II 
destinations by many coun-
tries.

He also said that he 
would look into the issue 
of having direct flights from 
foreign countries to north-
eastern states to boost the 
tourism in this part of the 
country. 

Alphons said this while 
speaking at the 6th Interna-
tional Tourism Mart, being 
held in Guwahati this year. 
The two-day travel mart, 
which got underway at a 
luxury hotel in the city on 
Tuesday, was inaugurated 
by Assam Governor Jag-
dish Mukhi.

The Union Minister, 
while appreciating the tour-
ism potential of the north-
eastern states, also appealed 
the state governments to 
market the tourism poten-
tials of the region jointly 
and said that the diversity of  
the region is uncommon to 
any other part of the world.

"I am going to take up 
the issue that many coun-
tries like Japan had kept 
northeastern states of India 
in Level II category desti-
nations. I am assuring you 
today that this obstacles 
would be removed at the 
earliest," said the Minister.

"I am also going to take 

up with the Ministry of Civ-
il Aviation the issue of hav-
ing direct flights to north-
eastern states from foreign 
countries. In last one year, 
our government has many 
new airports across the 
country and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has special 
interest for the northeast," 
he said.

It may be mentioned 
here that Assam Tourism 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, who had just re-
turned to the state from 
Japan after holding a road 
show, told the Union Min-
ister that Japan has kept 
Assam and other northeast-
ern states as Level II desti-
nations, which has made it 
difficult for the tour opera-
tors to market the tourism 
potentials of the region.

Sarma also raised the is-
sue of northeast having lack 
of direct flights from foreign 
countries and said that the 
government of India needs 
to make it aviation policy 
flexible so that northeastern 
states can have direct air 
connectivity with foreign 
countries, particularly with 
its neighbouring countries. 

The 6th International 
Tourism Mart Is expected to 
put the spotlight on India's 
"Act East Policy", blossom-
ing ties with ASEAN and 
the larger East Asia region, 
home to the world's rapidly 
growing economies and 
India's emerging tourism 
markets.

Khima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Once a wrestler, Kechon-
goyi Keyho now earns 
his livelihood through 
crafting. He has opened 
a stall at Kisama herit-
age village named Zhoto 
Craft. 

The 31-year-old from 
Khulazu Basa village 

under Phek district had 
no formal education. 
But his is a story of  hard 
work and determination 
that has helped him over-
came struggles.

Talking to Eastern 
Mirror, he said he had 
no regret over ditching 
a career in wrestling. In 
his prime years as a wres-

tler, spanning four years, 
Keyho was a champion 
of  his village which pro-
pelled him to various 
competitions including 
the open wrestling tour-
nament in Kohima.

But soon as he real-
ised that he could never 
become a champion 
wrestler, Keyho turned to 

qhakulu on Tuesday at Hotel 
Saramati in Dimapur. 

A press release on Mon-
day informed that the NSCN 
(IM) kilo kilonser was accom-
panied by members of  the 
outfit’s ‘steering committee, 
and kilonsers and deputy kil-
onsers. “...Hukavi Yepthomi 
has been ceaselessly reaching 
out to the Naga people on 
the line of  changed political 
situation following signing of  
a framework agreement be-

tween the Naga leaders and 
the GoI. 

“Key sectors in present 
Naga areas have become 
better acquainted with the 
progress of  peace process 
and also understood the na-
ture of  blatant misgivings 
as constantly propagated by 
certain sections of  our own 
people to further confuse the 
truth with fact. The issue of  
transmitting correct infor-
mation on perspective: that 

warranty implementation of  
what has been achieved in 
such sustained and forward 
move after putting a Frame-
work Agreement in place 
is his outmost priority,” it 
stated.

According to the state-
ment, the NSCN (IM) re-
iterated ‘its commitment 
towards Sumi tribe to con-
tinuously and consistently 
extend its optimum corpora-
tion (sic) in future’. 

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 5 (EMN): The 
chief  ministers of  Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh – N Biren 
Singh and Pema Khandu – 
graced the day-five of  Hornbill 
festival at Naga heritage village, 
Kisama on Dec. 5.

Both the chief  ministers of  
neighbouring states, who were 
at Kisama as chief  guest and 
guest of  honour respectively, 
stated that they were privileged 
and honoured to be part of  the 
Hornbill festival. and experience 
the impressive and rich culture 
and traditions of  the Nagas.

In his address as the chief  
guest, Manipur CM Singh 
adopted the idea of  Nagaland 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang for 
creating a “tourist circuit” for 
the north east region, particular-
ly for Nagaland and Manipur.

“There is so much that con-
nects our two states and its peo-
ple. Based on our shared history 
and close cultural affinities, we 
must build the foundations upon 
which the people and institu-
tions of  our states can collabo-
rate and cooperate with a strong 
sense of  common purpose,” 
Singh said adding that “shared 
prosperity and collective gains 
can result only from shared vi-
sion and collective action.”

He went on to say that from 
next year onwards, the two 
states must sincerely attempt 
to evolve concrete collaborative 
mechanism for jointly promot-
ing the biggest festivals of  the 
two states.

He said this stating that San-
gai festival of  Manipur is held 
during the last ten days of  No-
vember, while the Hornbill festi-
val of  Nagaland is annually cel-
ebrated from December 1-10.

“There are many untapped 
opportunities which Manipur 
and Nagaland as neighbours 
should jointly leverage to un-
lock the full potential of  our two 
states and fulfil the aspirations 
of  our people, especially that of  
the youth,” Singh remarked.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Top leaders of  the NSCN 
(IM) led by ‘kilo kilonser’ 
Hukavi Yepthomi had what 
was stated as intensive con-
sultative meeting with 
Sumi Hoho, Sumi Kukami 
Hoho, Sumi Totimi Hoho, 
Western Sumi Hoho, West-
ern Sumi Kukami Hoho  
and Sumi Kiphimi  Ku-

craft as a means to earn 
his livelihood. He cred-
ited the chairman of  his 
village’s council, Vecho-
hu Chuzho, for encourag-
ing him to go for training 
in handicraft, and also for 
ensuring that he could 
avail machineries issued 
by the Nagaland Bamboo 
Development Agency. 
This, he said, changed his 
life completely.  

Despite the attempts 
by the village council to 
bring the youth to work 
at handicraft centres, he 
said, very few people pay 
heeds to it. Keyho was 
among the very few who 
responded to the call. He 
did a diploma course in 
crafting at Jharnapani, 
Medziphema in 2012, 
while Diezephe Craft 
Village also provided vol-
untary training to the vil-
lage after the machinery 
was bought. 

He was of  the view 
that the young genera-
tion should work hard 
instead of  complaining 
about the state of  affairs. 
There are plenty of  em-
ployment opportunities 
for the young people to 
pursue, he pointed out.
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2 STATE
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Home minister Y Patton along with other government officials after laying the foundation stone for construction of a bridge between Wokha 
and Zunheboto on December 5.

(Inset) Dr. Capt. G Dhanan Jaya Rao speaking at the World Soil Day programme on December 5. Also seen 
in the picture are section of the participants during the programme.

Members of Pfutsero Government College Alumni Association pose for group photo during its annual meet 
on November 29.

Dr. Abin Jose exhorting the students during the orientation programme at MGM College on December 4.

Athel O Lotha along with the resource persons and participants on day one of the managerial training and 
team building exercise at Ruzaphema on December 5.

Red Ribbon Club organises blood camp
The Red Ribbon Club of Sazolie College, Jotsoma, in 
collaboration with the Blood Bank of Naga Hospital, 
Kohima, organised a blood donation camp in the college 
premises on December 5. Dr. Avila Sangtam, Medical 
Officer of NHAK, delivered a motivational talk to sensitise 
the students on the importance and benefits of blood 
donation. Altogether, 26 students and some faculty 
members donated their blood. 

DCCI officials meet DC 
President and members of Dimapur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) met the new Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel at his 
office. DCCI officials have apprised him of the prevailing 
economic and business activities in Dimapur. The DCCI 
further assured all possible support and coordination 
to the administration for the smooth functioning of law 
and order.

FB group extends relief to patients
A social networking Face Book group popularly called 
“Aor wawa menutak,” with active participation and 
contribution from their well wishers, visited IMDH, 
Mokokchung, and the orphanage under Care and Support 
Mokokchung on December 4 and 5 to support the needy 
with cash and prayer. According to the group, the purpose 
of the visit was to show love and sympathy for people 
who were in need of support and care.

SOUDA condemns assault
Shena Old Union Dimapur Area (SOUDA) has vehemently 
condemned the assault meted on Dr. Angukato Achumi 
on November 30 in Dimapur. The SOUDA has expressed 
shock at the dastardly act of the illegal immigrants, 
who perpetrated the audacious act of violence and 
physical assault on Dr. Angukato. The union president 
Shetoho Achumi and the joint secretary Hutoshe Kits 
have expressed serious concern over the state of affairs 
in which illegal immigrants could commit such blatant 
act upon an indigenous Naga. It further urged upon all 
sections of the society to condemn such inhuman act.

NSCN (IM) mourns death
NSCN (IM) has mourned the demise of KR Saul, who 
passed away on December 5 at Maram Sagongbam 
village following prolonged illness. KR Saul, son of KR 
Kaluba of Maram Thangal region joined the national 
service on July 15, 2008 and served the Naga nation till 
his demise in the rank of Section Officer in Cabinet Office. 
NSCN (IM) through its MIP stated that Naga nation would 
always cherish the sacrificial service he had rendered for 
a common cause. It has further conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family members and prayed for the eternal 
rest of the departed soul.

NEWS IN BRIEF

HM lays Wokha-Zunheboto 
bridge foundation stone

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Home minister, Y Patton 
on December 5 formally 
laid a foundation stone for 
construction of  a connect-
ing bridge between Wokha 
and Zunheboto. The foun-
dation stone was laid at 
Doyang River between N 
Longidang village under 
Wokha district and Shena 
Old under in Zunheboto 
district.

Speaking on the oc-

casion, Patton stated that 
successful construction of  
the bridge would not bring 
the two districts closer but 
enhanced economic advan-
tages. He said Zunheboto 
district would have greater 
advantages in trade and 
business with Merapani via 
Wokha.

Patton also added that 
the bridge would play a vital 
role in ushering peace and 
understanding and more 

cooperation between the 
two districts in future.

The Home minister also 
urged the people to propa-
gate and practice clean elec-
tions, which according to 
him should start from an 
individual.

Patton appealed to eve-
ry section of  Naga society 
to shun muscle power and 
avoid violence during the 
election. He said violence 
is also a part of corruption 

and against the law.
He urged every citizen 

to elect dedicated and vi-
sionary leaders who could 
bring about development 
for the state and led the 
Naga society at large.

Er. Picto, parliamentary 
secretary of law and justice, 
in his address, said, building 
a bridge is a long awaited 
dreams of the people espe-
cially to the two connecting 
villages of  N Longidang 

USIEF offers studies in USA

KVK Dimapur celebrates World Soil Day

MGM College holds orientation on ‘e-preneurship’

and Shena Old. He has 
termed it as a historic day 
as the long felt dream would 
soon be realised with the 
construction of the bridge. 

He has appeal to the 
neighbouring villagers to 
cooperate with construction 
activities. He further urged 
the department of  Road 
and Bridges and contractor 
to expedite the assigned 
work at the earliest in order 
to fulfil the aspiration of the 
people. 

Er. Levi, parliamentary 
secretary of housing, stated 
that with the construction 
of the bridges would usher 
in unity and sense of broth-
erhood between the two 
neighbouring villages. He 
also urged the Nagas to 
do away with ‘clanism,’ 
‘tribalism,’ and ‘favouritism 
politics’ but to focus on the 
larger prospects.

Contractor Avikhu Zhi-
momi informed that the 
project work was funded 
through Central Work Fund 
under Road and Bridges De-
partment, Government of  
Nagaland with an amount 
of  INR 14.42 crore. He 
said the contract work is be-
ing taken up by the Hexeat 
Syndicate.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
United States-India Educa-
tional Foundation (USIEF) 
has announced to hold an 
interaction session with 
students from Nagaland 
who are interested to pursue 
higher studies in the US.

The interaction would 

be conducted at Tetso Col-
lege, Dimapur, on Decem-
ber 8 from 11:30 am to 1 
pm. The seminar would be 
led by Chandni Wadhwani 
from USIEF, Kolkata.

The session would pro-
vide information on post-
graduate studies (MA) and 

doctoral degrees covering 
details on the application 
process and scholarship op-
portunities in the US. Inter-
ested students are asked to 
confirm their participation 
on phone no. 8974021963 
or email counselling@tet-
socollege.org.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): In view of  the festive season, 
Tribal Union Chümoukedima Town (TUCT) has directed 
all shopkeepers to along the National Highway to decorate 
their shops with immediate effect and keep them open till 8 
pm. It stated that the best three decorated shops or building 
would be awarded with a certificate and cash prize on the 
last day of the Chümoukedima Nite Bazaar.

The resolution to this effect was taken in an emergency 
consultative meeting of all the stakeholders comprising the 
office bearers of Chümoukedima Town Youth Organisa-
tion (CTYO) and Chümoukedima Students’ Union (CSU) 
under the aegis of TUCT held on December 2 in the office 
of Chumukedima Chamber of Trade and Commerce As-
sociation.

During the course of discussion, the members expressed 
shock and anguish over the November 30 incident at Pa-
dum Pukhuri village in which Dr. Angukato was assaulted 
by the Illegal Bangladeshi Immigrants (IBI) labourers. 
While condemning the incident, the house called upon the 
right thinking Nagas to come out in unity to root out such 
menaces before it is too late.

The house has empowered CTYO and CSU to check on 
sale of ghutkas and banned substances in shops especially in 
school areas and pharmacies. They were also empowered to 
frisks and nab any suspected culprits/peddlers.

The house has also empowered the youth and students 
leaders to check immoral activities within its jurisdiction.

Meanwhile, TUCT president Lhousito Khro and the 
general secretary Bendangwati Sangtam have expressed 
profound gratitude to the EAC and Administrator of CTC 
and the EE Power, Chumukedima, for replacing the old 
and damaged street lights with new ones in all important 
joints and corners.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Stating that the long await-
ed political solution is 
expected sooner or later, 
NSCN (Reformation) has 
appealed to all national 
workers of  the six Naga 
National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) to focus more 
on the political solution 
prayerfully rather than on 

factionalism and defec-
tion.

Also stating the talks 
with the Government of  
India have already entered 
a crucial phase, NSCN (R) 
has urged the Nagas to seek 
wisdom from Almighty 
God to help unite in the 
spirit of  ‘forgive and forget’ 
and not leave any chances 

for adversaries to hatch 
conspiracy.  

NSCN (R) has appealed 
to all the Naga national 
workers of  the six NNPGs 
not to encourage defection 
from one faction to another 
at this decisive hour but 
instead work cohesively to 
reach an early and endur-
ing peaceful solution.

community institutions key 
stakeholders, related gov-
ernment departments and 
other external donors to-
wards resource diversifica-
tion for sustainability. 

While encouraging the 
participants to make good 
use of  the three-day pro-
gramme, she stated that 
such capacity building 
programmes offer good 
prospects to de-learn and 
relearn as well as to have 
a whole new perspective in 
looking at things objectively. 
She hoped that through the 
learning in the programme, 
the mission would bring 
about substantial positive 
change in the lives of  the 
poor and marginalised sec-
tions of the society. 

Spelling out the objec-
tive of the training, M Rol-
lan Lotha, asserted that the 
training is aimed at equip-
ping staff  with managerial 
skill and to enable the team 

inculcate team spirit and 
enhance work culture for 
maximum productivity. He 
further reiterated on the 
importance of ‘building ef-
ficient human resource to 
address issues of poverty in 
the state’ where professional 
social work culture is con-
sciously promoted both at 
staff  and community level 
comprising of development 
professionals performing 
dynamic and static roles.  

Giving a short intro-
duction, Trivikram said a 
manager is there to lead 
the people from the front 
and by example to get work 
done. 

The training would fo-
cus on managerial and relat-
ed skills while also working 
on staff  performance plan 
and assessment alongside 
various other activities. The 
training is a first of its kind 
for the mission and would 
become an annual event. 

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Alumni Association of  the 
Pfutsero Government Col-
lege held its annual meeting 
on November 29 in the 
college auditorium with 
Dr. Zavisa Rume, Associ-
ate professor of  SCERT 
and president of  Nagaland 
Education Association, as 
the guest speaker. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the guest speaker 
Dr. Zavisa reminisced the 
good old days at Pfutsero 
Government College and 
expressed gratitude to his 
professors. He has also 
appreciated the college for 
producing many great citi-

zens.
To the alumni he said, 

“We are the representa-
tives of  our college. The 
quality of  the college is 
represented by the actions 
of  the alumni.” He also 
encouraged the alumni to 
foster spirit of  loyalty, unity 
and healthy interaction. 

To promote growth of  
the college and to benefit 
the students, he advised 
both the college faculty 
and the association to take 
up vocational oriented pro-
grammes like resources 
club, creative art, placement 
seminars, and to provide all 
the available resources.

The invocation was said 
by Kache Kapfo, while the 
president of  Alumni As-
sociation PGC Thipuhu 
Thira delivered the presi-
dential address. A song 
titled, ‘You will never walk 
alone’ was presented by 
Wekhro-u Thele.

The college principal 
Dr. Moanochet Longchar 
exhorted the alumni to stay 
united and connected to 
bring development to the 
college.” 

Cukhoyi Chiero gave a 
brief  report of  the alumni 
association, while Chandi-
ni, assistant professor pro-
nounced the benediction. 

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Commemorating the World 
Soil Day, KVK Dimapur, 
ICAR-RC for NEH Region 
organised a one-day pro-
gramme to create awareness 
on soil health and its impor-
tance on December 5.

Dr. Capt. G Dhanan 
Jaya Rao, Dean College of  
Veterinary Sciences, Peren, 
and Professor Akali Sema, 
Dean of  SASRD, Medz-
iphema, were the chief guest 
and guest of honour respec-
tively. 

A small exhibition was 
arranged, where farmers dis-
played their farm produce. 

The programme began 
with the welcome address 
delivered Dr. DJ Rajkhowa, 
Joint Director. With the 
increasing pressure on land, 
Rajkhowa has encouraged 
multiple cropping to en-
hance the economy of  the 
farmers. He has also encour-
aged balanced fertilisation 
in order to increase the soil 
nutrients.  

A video film provided by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India, was also 
screened on the occasion of  
the World Soil Day.

Resource person Dr. AK 
Singh, Associate professor, 
Department of  Agricul-
ture, Chemistry and Soil 
Science, SASRD, Medz-
iphema, delivered the talk 
on “Importance of soil test-
ing, soil health cards and 
its benefits.” He told the 
farmers that their income 
was decreasing as the cost 
of cultivation was increasing 
today as compared to 40-50 
years back. 

Professor Akali Sema, 
Dean of SASRD, stated that 
FAO officially launched the 
World Soil Day in the year 
2013. Stating that soil is in-
finite and cannot be renewa-
ble, she said due care should 
be taken to keep it healthy. 
She said a healthy soil can 
produce a healthy life. 

She ended her statement 
with a quote saying, ‘A na-
tion that destroy its soil, de-
stroy itself.’

Z James Kikon, ACTO, 

KVK Dimapur, appealed 
the farmers to come forward 
with soil samples and get it 
analyse for their crop require-
ments. He also informed the 
farmers to utilise the health 
card for application of  fer-
tilisers and manures accord-
ingly and to reduce the cost 
of cultivation. A total of 113 
soil health card were distrib-
uted to the farmers.

The chief guest congrat-
ulated all the farmers on the 
occasion of World Soil Day. 
He informed that the soil of  
Nagaland is highly acidic 
and are being degraded due 
to heavy rainfall by soil ero-
sion and undulating terrain. 
He advised the media frater-
nity to disseminate the news 
to the farmers in districts and 
villages.

Dr. Anamika Sharma, 
Principal Scientist and head 
KVK Dimapur, proposed 
the vote of thanks. Altogeth-
er seven SHGs participated 
in the exhibition-cum-sale of  
their produce. A total of 300 
farmers also participated in 
the programme. 

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): MGM College 
has organised an orientation programme 
on E-preneurship for students in the college 
premises on December 4 with Prof. Naidu, 
Dr. Abin Jose, and Er. Vineeth as resource 
persons.

Dr. Jose has emphasised on digital mar-
keting and its importance in today’s world. 
He spoke on creating videos on YouTube 
channel and earning through it. He also 
mentioned how even young children have 

become big entrepreneurs through it. 
Dr. Jose also stressed that study should 

not be neglected while pursuing entrepre-
neurship. He oriented the students about 
creating blog and uploading videos. 

The programme was organised with a 
view to create new entrepreneurs. 

The College principal, Rev. Fr. Shibu 
Varghese, and the vice principal Durga 
Malakar and the students of BA 2nd semes-
ter attended the programme.

Dimapur, Dec 5 (EMN): 
In an effort to upgrade 
managerial skills of its em-
ployees, Nagaland State 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(NSRLM) has organised a 
three-day managerial train-
ing and team building exer-
cise which got underway at 
Resource Centre of  Land 
Resource Department, Ru-
zaphema village, Dimapur, 
on December.

NSRLM is on a mis-
sion to alleviate poverty in 
the State. It has a daunt-
ing target of  covering 1.5 
lakh rural poor households 
by 2021. Building strong 
women-run institutions, 
generating self-employment 
and wage employment, 
skilling youth for place-
ments, promoting sustain-
able farm and non-farm 
livelihoods and building 
efficient human resource 
were the sustainability goals 
of the mission. 

Trivikram, national mis-
sion manager of  NMMU- 
MoRD cum state anchor 
for Nagaland; Shivaji N 
Choudhury, national re-
source person of  NMMU; 
and M Rollan Lotha, COO 
(Programmes) of NSRLM; 
were the resource persons 
of the training. 

Delivering the keynote 
address, Athel O Lotha, Ad-
ditional Secretary and Mis-
sion Director of  NRLM, 
has acknowledged the per-
formance of  the mission 
staff at various levels despite 
hurdles and challenges. She 
added that the training is 
an opportunity for both 

personal and professional 
growth. 

She stated that as man-
agers and coordinators, the 
responsibilities are threefold 
namely to supervise and 
motivate; to ensure effective 
and efficient programme 
implementation; and to act 
as a link or catalyst between 
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Wonthongo Tsopoe speaking during GPS Peducha golden jubilee at 
Peducha on December 5.
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Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon speaking at the inaugura on of Wokha Night Carnival on 
December 5.
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NDPP func onaries along with workers of different cons tuencies during the party’s consulta ve meet at town hall in Wokha on December 5.
EM Images

GPS Peducha:  Director assures 
to look in to grievances 

Noise pollution report in Dimapur faring well, says NPCB

Wokha Night Carnival launched MCCI shocked by 
juvenile delinquency 

NDPP for accountability and  transparency in governance

Assurance as part of  50th year celebration of school

‘Restriction on recrackers should not be conned to Diwali’

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
A day after Eastern Mirror 
highlighted the years of  ne-
glect of  a school - ‘50 years 
of  apathy: School with 3 
teachers set for ‘golden’ 
jubilee’ dated December 4, 
the director of  school edu-
cation, Wonthongo Tsopoe 
has assured to look into the 
problems plaguing Gov-
ernment Primary School 
(GPS) Peducha 

This assurance was 
made by Tsopoe who 
graced the golden jubi-
lee celebration of  GPS 
Peducha under the theme 
‘Towards New Horizon’ as 
the chief  guest.

He also informed that 
starting with the next 
academic session GPS 
Peducha will be upgraded 
to class-V as per the Na-
tional Policy.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Tsopoe while ap-
preciating the school for 
its achievement made in 
the last 50 years said ‘the 
celebration is a joy and 
pleasure not only to school 
education but the state 
Government towards mak-
ing the best investment in 
education.’

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 5: The Nagaland 
Pollution Control Board (NPCB) 
has been monitoring ambient noise 
levels during Diwali regularly for the 
past few years according to the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board stand-
ards. 

An effort on the part of  the Di-
mapur district administration this 
year to curb noise pollution during 
the festive season by issuing time 
limit directive seems to have worked 
as noise levels in the city were re-
corded to be low during Diwali com-
pared to previous year’s, said NPCB 
member secretary Rusovil John.    

NPCB stated  that during festive 
seasons with the bursting of  crack-
ers, fireworks, and use of  loud public 
address systems, the noise pollution 
level goes higher than the normal 
decibel sound. Through the ambient 
noise level monitoring, the NPCB 
report states that there is a difference 

in sound level during pre Diwali and 
Diwali.  

This year the ambient noise level 
monitoring was conducted on pre-
Diwali day- Oct. 12 2017,  and on 
Diwali -Oct. 19 2017, divided into 
three category of  areas - residential 
(Bank colony), Commercial (City 
tower) and Silence zone (District 
Hospital, Dimapur).

The data by the NPCB released 
to Eastern Mirror reveals that dur-
ing the ambient noise level moni-
toring from 6:00 pm to 11: 00 pm 
conducted on the normal day and 
Diwali day, the equivalent continu-
ous sound level (Leq) was below the 
permissible limit was unexpectedly 
only in the Commercial Zone, while 
the equivalent continuous sound lev-
el during Diwali day was above the 
permissible level in the Residential 
Zone and Silence Zone.  

However, the NPCB said the 
noise level monitor balanced well 

with the permissible limit compared 
to other years and the positive out-
come witnessed during the monitor-
ing period was that people adhered 
to the directives of  the district ad-
ministration during the Diwali fes-
tival.     

They (NPCB) also viewed that 
noise pollution or loud sound and 
the ambient air quality by crackers 
and fireworks creates an adverse im-
pact on domestic animals. 

NPCB also provided the ambi-
ent noise pollution during the ambi-
ent air quality monitored on Nov. 10 
2017 at Purana Bazar Dimapur (the 
report of  NPCB ambient air quality 
monitored was published on Nov. 24 
2017).  

The ambient noise pollution moni-
tored for a duration of approximately 
nine hours (7: 00 am to 2.30 pm)

The NPCB advised that the re-
striction on firecrackers and fire-
works should be not limited only 
during the Diwali festivals which of  
course is celebrated with fireworks 
but the restriction should also be im-
posed during other festivals where 
equal amount of  firecrackers and 
fireworks are utilised.  

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 5 (EMN): As the 
festive season begins through-
out the state,  the much await-
ed Wokha Night carnival was 
launced on Tuesday by Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon  as the chief  guest.

Speaking on the occasion 
the deputy commissioner em-
phasised on the importance of  
having a common platform to 
promote the youth and young 
entrepreneurs, who are educated 
but unemployed. 

He asserted that the youth 
need to play a vital role to chan-
nelize the power of  youth into a 
positive energy and so have the 

reasoning power to understand 
and help them for a peaceful so-
ciety.

He appreciated the initiative 
and work of  the colonies and en-
couraged the youth of  every col-
ony and organisation to start a 
creative and new innovative idea 
in promoting young talent in the 
district not only focusing on sales 
and the stalls.

Also greeting Christmas 
wishes he called upon the peo-
ple to cooperate with the district 
administration and forces for 
smooth celebration throughout 
the event. 

The carnival will be on for 
the next 15 days. 

Nagaland Cong.: 
ECI says wait

Hipfest 2017 brings alive the 
various hues of Nagaland

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): The fairly 
new political party from the state, the 
Nagaland Congress that recently tried 
to change its name to the Nagaland 
Reformation Party has to wait some 
more time till the new nomenclature is 
affected by the Election Commission 
of  India. 

A press note from the party on 
Tuesday stated that the letter from ECI 
on Nov. 7 directed the party to con-
tinue the use of  its previous nomencla-
ture; Nagaland Congress. 

“As per the advice given by Elec-
tion Commission of  India (ECI) vide 
letter- File No. 56/63/LET/ECI/PP/
PPS-III/2017/III Date 7th November 
2017 on the subject “Nagaland Con-
gress”, a registered un-recognised Po-
litical Party under Section 29A of  R.P. 
Act 1951 and change of  Party’s name to 
Nagaland Reformation Party; the Party 
is oblige to inform the general public 
and concerned authority that till such 
time ECI give necessary clearance, the 
nomenclature of  the party “Nagaland 
Congress” shall remain in use for all 
official as well as election purpose,” 
stated the media cell of  the party. 

The party also indicated optimism 
that the ECI will be able to clear the 
case before notification of  state assem-
bly elections, and that the party would 
face upcoming election as Nagaland 
Reformation Party. 

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN):  Ap-
preciating the things that are 
taken for granted on a daily basis, 
Heather Layton, an interdiscipli-
nary artist and senior lecturer of  
Arts in the Department of  Art 
and Art History at the University 
of  Rochester, is interested in our 
ability to empathise; her paint-
ings and installations attempt 
to reimagining the world from a 
perspective other than her own. 
With over 25 exhibitions in the 
past five years, and having given 
artist talks and conference pres-
entations, Layton’s exhibition has 
been put up at HIPFEST 2017 - 
watercolour and pencil on paper. 

Heather Layton’s works in-
cludes a series on ‘dirt,’ and speak-
ing about it, she said that it tries 
to highlight the importance of  
dirt, how nothing can grow apart 
from it. Usually, people focus on 
the flowers and plants, forgetting 
the dirt, which is essential for the 
growth of  flowers and plants. 

Heather Layton along with 
renowned Naga photographers, 
Rokovor Vihienuo and Merimvu 
Doulo judged the HIPFEST 2017 
photography contest on 4th De-
cember, 2017. Rokovor Vihienuo, 
based in Kohima, is a wedding 
photographer; he has been in-
volved in wedding photography 
for the past 12 years and also 

deals with graphic designing. 
Merimvu Doulo is a photogra-
pher, freelancer, graphic designer 
and he has brought out several 
coffee table books also.

While appreciating the beau-
tiful works done by the Naga 
photographers in the competi-
tion, Heather Layton expressed 
hope that their works can also be 
showcased to the outside world. 
Judging the photography con-
test on the theme ‘Colours of  
Nagaland,’ Rokovor Vihienuo 
was of  the view that the photos 
should have a ‘touch of  Naga’ 
to it, something that is unique to 
Nagaland. Expressing a similar 
view, Doulo cited the case of  a 
picture which shows a Naga tra-
ditional house with a church in 
the background, captioned ‘From 
darkness to light,’ saying it aptly 
depicts the essence of  ‘Colours of  
Nagaland.’

Altogether, 45 participants 
took part in the photography con-
test, of  which nine participants 
were in the children’s category (13 
years and below). The judges fo-
cused on the artistic and cultural 
side, giving importance to Naga 
culture in particular. The results 
will be announced on 7th Decem-
ber and prize distribution will be 
held on 10th December, 2017. 

(DIPR Feature)

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): The Mokokc-
hung Chamber of  Commerce and Indus-
try (MCCI) has on Tuesday conveyed 
that it was appalled by an incident in 
Mokokchung town on December 5 in 
which a teenage school dropout com-
mitted a grab-and-run shoplifting,  an of-
fence unheard of  in Mokokchung until 
recently according to the MCCI. 

The chamber stated that the juvenile 
criminal walked into a mobile phone 
store like any other ordinary customer 
and asked the salesperson for a particu-
lar brand of  Smartphone worth INR 
20,000. When the salesman showed him 
the phone as requested, he snatched the 
phone from the salesman and fled. 

The culprit was chased for about 100 
metres and overpowered by the salesman 
and some alarmed passers-by. He was 
then handed over to the police for further 
necessary action. 

It may be mentioned that similar 
grab-and-run shoplifting crime had hap-
pened at least three times in the recent 
past in Mokokchung town. In all of  
those instances, it was juveniles ‘brazenly 
stealing’ Smartphones in broad daylight. 

The MCCI felt that increasing rates 
of  juvenile delinquency is a matter of  
serious concern and that it warrants the 
attention of  all parents, authority con-
cerned and civil society. It also called 
upon its members to be more vigilant. 

Further, the MCCI warned that any-
body caught engaging in any form of  
crime against the business community 
in Mokokchung would be dealt with ‘se-
verely’  without any leniency.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) today conducted 
a consultative meet at town 
hall in Wokha which was 
attended by party workers 
of  different constituencies, 
and other organisations.

Chingwang Konyak, 
President NDPP, Naga-
land in his presidential ad-
dress deliberated on how 
NDPP was formed by  like-
minded, young enthusiasts 
through consultation with 
the senior political figures 
who seek for a change in 
the form of a new Naga-
land government reflecting 
on proper implementation.

He categorically said 
that NDPP is partly a po-
litical party and also a peo-
ple’s movement with mass 
response from the people 
who strongly deserve and 
aspire for a new political 
party. Reflecting on the con-
dition  of the political scene 
in the state he expressed 
that a new form of political 
party will bring change and 

eradicate nepotism that will 
pursue justice for all in the 
society with a core aim and 
objectives of the party – ac-
countability and  transpar-
ency in governance while 
restoring  the rule of law. 
He also stressed on the need 
to decentralize the adminis-
tration for convenience and 
to reach out to the mass at 
their door steps.

Supporting the clean 
election of  NBCC, he also 
assured that the party will 
stand and promote clean 
election system to bring 
change and development 
in Nagaland and encour-
age the people to carry 
the identity of  Christian-
ity. Meanwhile he also 
expressed support on the 
peace talks which is go-
ing on stating that through 
peace there is develop-
ment and one need to have 
the spirit and the will of  
change to which everyone 
has to say that ‘I will make 
a change’ he added.

Short speeches were 
also delivered by Alemtem-
shi Jamir, working presi-

dent of the party, wherein  
he pondered on the lawless 
governing system that made 
them resolve to form the 
party more like a movement 
which was deliberated and 
had a close consultation 
with various NGOs with 
collective vision to bring 
a change in the governing 
system.  Lamenting on the 
injustice meted to the peo-
ple he also informed that if  
the society is not exercising 
the democratic system. Ex-
pressing that there will be 
no VIP culture in the party 
and instead a people orient-
ed one, and a cadre oriented 
one. He called upon the 
people to select their leader 
and build a cadre based par-
ty where one need to iden-
tify a leader who is honest 
and ready to bring transpar-
ency, governance and jus-
tice to its people and called 
the people to be part of the 
movement and support to 
eradicate social injustice.

Nuzato Swuro, work-
ing president, assured that 
NDPP will lead the people 
to a new future Nagaland, 

with concern for the people 
as a mission and urged  the 
gathering to join hands and 
support for the mission.

Dr. Chumben Murry, 
encouraged the people to 
think new and start a new 
beginning to move forward 
for a new society with the 
NDPP  which has a broad 
vision to bring change for 
Nagas in general and Loth-
as in particular. Stating the 
motto of  the party, Facta 
Non Verb, he called the 
people to put into action 
with less words and bring 
political power through 
NDPP in the district.

Abu Metha, Secretary 
General, NDPP, Nagaland 
lamented on the develop-
ment status of  Nagaland 
which all section of  the 
society is aware of. He said 
that development has failed 
to reach the people.  He as-
sured to carry the feelings 
and aspirations of  the peo-
ple, where the party will 
contest in all the district in 
the forthcoming election 
and bring results for the 
people. It will provide am-

ple platform for the young-
er generation through the 
party which will focus on 
development and reliable 
government. Stating that 
Nagas are a class-less soci-
ety in nature , the VIP cul-
ture is alien to Naga culture 
which needs to be removed 
and assured that the party 
will focus on human re-
source and development 
and that the hard work 
of  the people has to be 
acknowledged. He called 
forward all the sections of  
the society to identify and 
elect honest candidates to 
represent them and join the 
new Naga political move-
ment as NDPP stand on 
strong foundation to build 
a future for the youths.

Dr. John Murry, treas-
urer  urged the gathering to 
stand among the Nagas, as 
Lothas always contributed 
to the Naga society in eve-
ry section. He said the need 
of  the hour  is the peoples’ 
movement and so  to red-
edicate their efforts and re-
lationship to contribute to 
the society.

DP-260

Acknowledging the 
pioneers, school manage-
ment committee and teach-
ers for their dedicated serv-
ices for moulding many 
students who are in differ-
ent fields today as success-
ful men and women, Tso-
poe pointed out that there 
are some teachers who are 

very unprofessional and ir-
regular in their duties ham-
pering the progress and de-
velopment of  the students’ 
community.

Highlighting a brief  
history of  the school, Ke-
dovitha Hesielie, Chair-
man SMC Kiruphema 
informed that during 1965 

the school was purely pri-
vate headed by one Thep-
fülhouca Kinyü, which 
was taken over by the 
education department and 
recognised in 1967. The 
school, he said today has 
become one with the high-
est enrolment in Western 
Angami region.

Reminiscing the past, 
a retired teacher of  the 
school, Thepfülhouca 
Kinyü recalled how the 
school was first started in 
a granary and was later es-
tablished under the initia-
tive of  Dev, former Deputy 
Commissioner Kohima in 
the year 1967 who provid-
ed CGI sheet to the villag-
ers and a salary of  INR 150 
for the teachers.

Earlier, the director un-
veiled the jubilee monolith 
with a dedicatory prayer 
offered by Pastor Pechu-
vilie Kruneilie, Peducha 
Baptist Church.

It may be mentioned 
that GPS Peducha estab-
lished in the year 1967 
having classes A-IV with 
an enrolment of  92 stu-
dents is managed by only 
three teachers. The school 
is under the jurisdiction of  
Kiruphema village.

Noise 
range

Noise level Permissible limit  
day time  

(Commercial area) 

Leq 63.3 dB (A) 65 dB (A)The below chart provided by NPCB indicates the ambient noise level record:

LOCATION Normal Day  
(Oct. 12 2017)

Diwali Day  
(Oct. 19 2017)

Permissible limit 
(night time)

Bank colony  
(Residential zone) 52.6 Leq Db(A) 60.4 Leq Db(A) 45 Leq Db(A)

City Tower  
(Commercial zone) 54.6 Leq Db(A) 66.4 Leq Db(A) 55 Leq Db(A)

District Hospital 
(Silence zone) 49.8 Leq Db(A) 58.8 Leq Db(A) 40 Leq Db(A)
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Mizoram govt. reschedules repatriation of Bru families

Kailash Kher supports 
Manipuri farmers for free 

Need for organic farming in Manipur raisedMachete for a warrior

Sikpui Ruoi festival celebrated in Karbi Anglong Assam cabinet panel to examine 
3 tribes’ case for Sixth Schedule 

BJP demands President’s 
Rule in Tripura

Rajnath Singh to meet CMs of states 
bordering Bangladesh on Dec. 7

Assam govt. mulls recruiting 4,500 differently-able persons

Aizawl, Dec. 5 (PTI): 
Mizoram government has 
rescheduled the proposed 
repatriation of  over 5,000 
Bru families from six relief  
camps in Tripura to March 
next year, a senior state 
Home department official 
today said.

The official said that 
as per the earlier schedule, 
it was proposed that the 
repatriation would begin 
from December first week, 
but it was deferred to March 
as the Union Ministry of  

Home Affairs failed to re-
lease funds meant for the 
exercise.

He said the proposal to 
commence the repatriation 
from March, 2018 would 
be implemented on time 
only if  the Centre releases 
the fund for expenses to be 
incurred in the repatriation 
process.

The state government 
had submitted a revised 
estimate for the expenses 
for repatriation to the tune 
of Rs 123 crore.

The Mizoram govern-
ment officials who conduct-
ed the identification in the 
Tripura relief  camps during 
November 2 to Novem-
ber 23 this year, identified 
32,857 people belonging to 
5,413 families as bona fide 
residents of  Mizoram and 
to be repatriated.

The proposed physical 
repatriation scheduled to 
commence from Novem-
ber 30 could, however, not 
take off  due to different 
reasons including increase 

in the number of bona fide 
residents of Mizoram from 
21,000 to 32,857, necessitat-
ing revision of the expendi-
ture estimate.

Thousands of Brus fled 
Mizoram and migrated to 
Tripura after Bru militants 
gunned down a forest guard 
inside the Dampa Tiger Re-
serve on October 21, 1997.

The first effort to repat-
riate them in November 16, 
2009 not only fizzled out 
due to the murder of a Mizo 
youth by Bru militants near 

Tripura border Bungthuam 
village three days before 
the commencement of  the 
repatriation, but triggered 
another wave of exodus.

Even as a number of  
families have returned to 
Mizoram during the gov-
ernment-sponsored repa-
triation process as also on 
their own will, thousands 
of  them remained in the 
Tripura relief  camps mak-
ing several fresh demands 
and conditions for their 
return.

Imphal, Dec. 5 (IANS): Singer Kailash 
Kher, a Padma Shri awardee, is set to 
perform in Tamenglong in Manipur to 
promote its farmers who produce “inter-
national class oranges”. He said this is one 
of  the projects that he accepted to do for 
passion and not for money.

“We are going for the Orange festival in 
Tamenglong. The festival is from December 
6-10. We will be performing on December 
7,” Kher told IANS.

“I am doing it for free. If  something is 
driven by passion, it doesn’t matter if  you 
get money or not. Certain things we do in 
life is for passion and not for money,” he 
added.

He feels proud to promote the farmers.
“They produce more than 60 types of  

international class oranges, but there is no 
proper means of transportation.

“So, the oranges just reach the market 
in Imphal and the rest get spoiled which 
means that the dream of  a farmer goes 
down the drain,” said the “Allah ke bande” 
hitmaker.

He wants to create awareness about the 
oranges in Manipur through his act.

“At least our country will come to 
know that there are better oranges and bet-
ter places rather than getting the imported 
goods,” said Kher.

The singer is a frequent visitor to the 
northeast region. He has done shows in 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland.

But this will be his maiden visit to Ma-
nipur. He is “really excited” to get close to 
nature.

“I have heard so many good things 
about Manipur and the people there. I can’t 
wait to finally experience it,” he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Many professionals par-
ticularly the scientists, doc-
tors, dietitians, journalists 
and farmers have expressed 
the need to take up organic 
farming in Manipur to pro-
tect life and make healthy 
not only physically but 
mentally and socially too.

The sentiments of these 
professionals were shared 
during a day long media 
interaction held as part 
of   the World Soil Day 
under the aegis of  Green 
Foundation, a Manipur 
based NGO  at Manipur 
press club hall in Imphal 
on Tuesday.

To make their dream 
a reality, they also wanted 
the policy makers and other 
concerned parties to think 
act accordingly in the inter-
est of the human race.

“Otherwise various 
forms of  disease will con-
tinue to affect our health 
after consuming the food 
systems which were pol-
luted with chemicals,”says 
Dr Kh Pramodkumar. “ 
We need some changes in 
agriculture practices for a 
better public health.”

Dr Kh Pramod, a re-
nowned public health ad-
vocate and former Project 
Director of Manipur State 
AIDS Control Society, 
was sharing his view while 
making a presentation on 
use of  chemicals in agri-
cultural foods and modern 
way of life-a Public health 
perspective during the inter-

action programme.
The objective of  the 

day’s interaction pro-
gramme was to promote 
and raise awareness of the 
importance of soil towards 
agriculture development 
and food security in order 
to address the challenges 
of continued world popula-
tion growth.

Dr Pramod also in-
formed the gathering that 
a big public demonstration 
against the use of Glypho-
sate (weed killer)was held 
in an European town ten 
days ago, after the public 
realised its ill-effects. 

He also added that 
many diseases including 
Gastro-intestinal, neu-
rological, carcinogenic, 
respiratory, reproduction, 
endocrine effects and DNA 
changes were also reported 
after consuming polluted 
foods. 

In the day’s interaction 
Project Officer K Devdutta 
Sharma of  Manipur Or-
ganic Mission Agency 
spoke on importance of  
soil and strategies for main-
taining soil health-organic 
way in the context of Ma-
nipur while Scientist Dr V 
Pandey of Regional Centre 
of  Organic Farming in 
Imphal centre presented a 
paper on present trend on 
soil health management.

Nutritionist Dr Ksh Bi-
molata who also teaches in 
Ideal Girls College Akam-
pat in Imphal East district 
also spoke on the relation 
of soil type, the crops in hu-

man health diseases while 
Editor of  Huiyen Lanpao 
vernacular daily Heman-
takumar Ningomba shares 
his opinion on importance 
of organic farming and its 
absence in local newspa-
pers and news channels.

Other exper ts who 
shared their experiences in 
promoting organic farm-
ing in the national and 
international levels include 
International Agricultural 
Consultant Hitoshi Yoko-
ta from Japan who high-
lighted the ways of  land 
preparation for soil health 
improvement.

The main interaction 
programme in the day’s 
gathering was moderated 
by public consultant M 
Pramotchand. Many jour-
nalists representing various 
media houses attended the 
interaction programme 
wherein Secretary General 
U Himmat of Green Foun-
dation gave the welcome 
note.

It may be mentioned 
that December 5 was adopt-
ed as World Soil Day by the 
International Union of Soil 
Sciences in recognising the 
importance of  work done 
by Thailand’s King Bhu-
mibhol Adulyadej during 
the 38th session of the food 
and agriculture organisa-
tion of the United National 
conference in Rome from 
June 16-22,2013. Many or-
ganisations also organised 
World Soil Day at various 
levels across the state on 
Tuesday. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Dec.5 (EMN): The 
Hmar Community of  Kar-
bi Anglong has celebrated 
annual Karbi Anglong Dis-
trict Level Sikpui Ruoi, a 
post harvest festival of  the 
community at Covenant 
High School conference 
hall on Tuesday. The 26th 
edition of  the festival since 
its start was organised un-
der the aegis of  Hmar Stu-
dents Association, Diphu 
zone.

The Chief  Guest Pu. 
S. Thiek, Rtd. secretary 
government of  Assam and 
President of  Karbi An-

glong Hmar Association 
while speaking on the oc-
casion said  “Sikpui Ruoi is 
a festival of  peace and pros-
perity. It is also celebrated 
as a post harvest festival 
of  the community. Hmar 
Community also resides 
in almost every constitu-
ency of  the Karbi Anglong 
autonomous council, in-
cluding constituencies of   
Lumbajong, Singhason, 
Bokajan and Hamren. This 
festival is celebrated every-
where in Karbi Anglong on 
this very day. From time 
immemorial Sikpui Ruoi 
festival is celebrated in the 

manner of  peace and tran-
quillity of  the community. 
The coming together of  
the community during the 
festival was practised since 
ancient times, as a part of  
harvest, and also it has a 
significance in the modern 
days.”

Furthermore, Thiek 
also said, the festival is 
incomplete unless it got 
the support, goodwill and 
blessing of  the Karbi An-
glong Autonmous Council. 

During the program, 
Miss Sikpui Ruoi-2017, 
a beauty contest was also 
conducted. 

Guwahati, Dec. 4 (IANS): Assam Chief  Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Monday announced setting up of  
a Cabinet sub-committee with a mandate to carry out 
feasibility study for inclusion of  Rabha, Tiwa and Mis-
ing communities under the Constitution’s Sixth Schedule 
which makes special provisions of  autonomy for tribal-
dominated areas.

The Chief  Minister said this while taking part in a 
meeting with the representatives of  Autonomous Councils 
of  the respective communities at Janata Bhawan.

Sonowal also assured the representatives that all the 
rights of  the communities, including land rights, would 
be protected while executing the State Capital Region.

He said that implementation of  the State Capital 
Region Authority would catapult progress of  the areas 
within its jurisdiction.

“There is no cause to worry for the Rabha and Tiwa 
people and all their rights would be fully protected,” he 
said.

Sonowal also assured that the Rabha and Tiwa Au-
tonomous Councils would also be included as members 
in the State Capital Region Authority in a bid to safeguard 
the interest of  the communities.

Agartala, Dec. 5 (IANS): 
Alleging deterioration of  
law and order and attacks 
on its activists, the BJP on 
Tuesday demanded Presi-
dent’s Rule in Tripura ahead 
of  Assembly elections due 
in February 2018.

“Many BJP supporters 
and members have been 
killed and attacked by CPI-
M cadres. Many of  our 
party offices have been 
destroyed by CPI-M cad-
res,” BJP state chief Biplab 
Kumar Deb said during a 
protest outside the West Ko-
towali police station here.

“In every incident police 
either remain inactive or file 
light charges against the at-
tackers. The BJP demands 
President’s Rule in Tripura 
so that Assembly elections 
are held peacefully and in a 
free and fair manner. 

“If  the Left Front re-

mains in power, there will 
be more killings before the 
polls.”

Bharatiya Janata Party 
activists also surrounded 56 
of  Tripura’s 76 police sta-
tions on Tuesday.

The BJP alleged that 
the Left Front government 
had “completely failed to 
maintain law and order 
situation”. 

Inspector General of  
Police K.V. Sreejesh said 
BJP’s “Thana Gherao” pro-
gramme was peaceful. “We 
arrested a large number 
of  BJP picketers. Howev-
er, they will be released,” 
Sreejesh told IANS.

Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M) lead-
ers strongly criticized the 
BJP. “People will subvert 
all the conspiracies of  the 
BJP,” CPI-M leader Naray-
an Kar told the media.

New Delhi, Dec. 4 (IANS): Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh will meet the Chief  
Ministers of  five states, situated on the 
India-Bangladesh border, on Thursday in 
Kolkata on the issues of  Rohingyas and 
influx of Bangladeshis and illegal cross-bor-
der trade, official sources said on Monday.

He will leave Delhi on Tuesday evening 
and chair the meeting with the Chief Min-
isters and Home Ministers of West Bengal, 
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura, 
a Home Ministry official said.

It would be the fourth in a series of  
meeting chaired by the Home Minister. 
Earlier, Rajnath Singh met with the Chief  
Ministers of  states bordering Pakistan, 
China, and Myanmar. 

Strategies to handle the Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshi refugees, apart from cross-
border smuggling of fake Indian currency, 
narcotics, cattle and other illegal activities 

will be discussed. 
As per Home Ministry’s estimate, there 

are around 40,000 Rohingya in India, in-
cluding 5,700 in Jammu. Only 16,000 of  
them are said to have registered themselves 
with the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees. 

As much as 2,217 km of  the India-
Bangladesh border is in West Bengal, 262 
km in Assam, 443 km in Meghalaya, 856 
km in Tripura, and 180 km in Mizoram. 

The Chief  Secretaries and Directors 
General of  Police of  the states concerned 
and senior Home Ministry officials along 
with those of Assam Rifles, security agencies 
and Border Security Force chief are likely to 
be present in the December 7 meeting. 

Rajnath Singh will also inaugurate 
Thapa indoor sport complex and swimming 
pool at Dimapur in Nagaland on December 
8 before returning to Delhi the same day.

Guwahati, Dec. 5 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
directed the Social Welfare 
Department to finalize the 
selection criterion for filling 
up of  nearly 4,500 posts 
reserved for differently-able 
persons.

According to an official 
release, Sonowal insisted 
on clearing all vacancies 

backlog of  differently-able 
persons in various govern-
ment departments within 
December 20.

The Chief  Minister fur-
ther asked the Social Wel-
fare Department to prepare 
a calendar for all the other 
government departments 
outlining the selection 
process for simultaneous 
recruitment throughout 

the state.
The representatives of  

the associations requested 
the Chief  Minister to take 
steps for construction of  
a Rest House for different-
able persons in Guwahati.

Sonowal agreed to the 
demand and directed the 
Social Welfare Department 
to identify suitable land for 
the same.

DGAR Lt Gen Shokin Chauhan being presented a tradi onal Naga 
dao during his visit to the Hornbill Fes val on Dec. 4

EM Images

Hmar tribal women par cipate in the Miss Sikpui Ruoi-2017 beauty pageant which was part of the post 
harvest fes val of the tribe in Diphu on Dec. 5. 

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1671SUD0KU 1510
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Italian for “Love”
6. Resorts
10. Young male horse
14. Judge’s hammer
15. Actress Madeline ____
16. Region or district
17. Villain or foe
18. Jacob’s brother
19. Tears
20. Yeast cakes
22. Spread out
24. Mammary nipple
25. Transgression
26. Actor Chris an ______
29. Hard white fat of sheep
30. Make less difficult
31. Hurt or abused
37. Remains of destroyed property
39. Pull
40. Valerie Harper character on Mary 

Tyler Moore show
41. Northeastern tropical African 

plant
44. Wise men
45. Rota onal point
46. Eludes
48. Ancient region of southern 

Mesopotamia
52. “WKRP” actor Tim ____
53. Bigotry
54. Permeates
58. Anonymous
59. Process (abbrev.)
61. Diminish
62. Addi onal
63. Figure skater ____ Lipinksy
64. Small narrow boat
65. Transgressions
66. Stair
67. Paradises 

DOWN
1. Old
2. Power or authority

3. Baking appliance
4. Aba ng at intervals
5. Residence of the President 

of France
6. Trap shoo ng
7. Abstain or decline
8. Expression of surprise
9. Device to ex nguish 

candles
10. Chili con _____
11. Constella on called “The 

Hunter”
12. Constella on of the 

southern hemisphere
13. One of the senses 21. 

Hurt
23. Following
25. Exceed or surpass
26. Oppressed laborer
27. German physicist Max 

Theodor von ____, 
Nobel Prize winner in 
1914

28. Largest con nent
29. Pros tutes (derogatory 

slang)
32. Central courts
33. City in northwest India
34. Frog-like amphibian
35. A border or dividing line

36. Low pla orm
38. Large edible marine 
fishes 42. Excludes

43. Equal
47. In a lively manner
48. Prepares intensely (slang)
49. Capital of Viet Nam
50. Fruit of the oak
51. Con nuous marks
52. Recount in shorter form
54. Minute opening
55. Ci zen of Denmark
56. English college
57. Observes
60. Rodent

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1509
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Kailash Kher performing on the first day of the Hornbill 
Interna onal Music Fes val at the DDSC Stadium in 
Dimapur on Dec. 1, 2017 (Photo credit: Henlly Phom)
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Fairs and ribbons

Imkummeren Jamir, president of Mokokchung Town Lanur 
Telongjem, cutting the ribbon of the Winter Mela organised by 
Lungpangshuang Co-operative Society at Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex on December 5. It was reported that the Winter Mela 
is an annual feature of the Mokokchung’s festive season and 
will continue throughout the winter till January 2018.

BJP Tseminyu unit holds executive meet

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
BJP minority morcha had 
organised a neuro therapy 
medical camp at Day-
anand School, Naharbari, 
on December 1.

Acharya Ram Gopal 
Dixit, a renowned neuro 
therapist and consultant 
at Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
Delhi, had conducted the 
camp where around 200 
people from all walk of  
life came attended the pro-
gramme. Around 64 pa-
tients suffering from back 
pain and neck pain were 
treated by Acharya Ram 
Gopal Dixit. 

Prasant Arora, BJP 
North East coordinator, 
and James Vizo, media 
convenor BJP, delivered 
shor t  speeches,  whi le 
the guest was felicitated 
by Mukibur  Rahman, 

BJP workers under Tseminyu sub-division pose for group photo after the executive meeting.

Postal insurance mela 
held in Mokokchung

Technical graduates form CTAN

Neuro therapy camp held in Dimapur

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
The BJP 12th Tseminyu 
Mandal unit held an ex-
ecutive meeting on Novem-
ber 25 at Tseminyu New 
town. 

In the meeting, state 

BJP secretary, K Thong 
deliberated on various is-
sues pertaining to the party.  
He urged the party workers  
to work for the uplift of  
villages and people of  the 
constituency. 

He also cited a number 
of  reasons on why India 
can never become a welfare 
state. 

Thong stated that the 
BJP stands on the philoso-
phy of  integral humanism 
and truly adheres with the 
constitution of  India. 

“Some rival parties 
have spread the propagan-
da that BJP is communal. 
They have no development 
agenda to convince the 
people so they are resorting 
to creating deceptive state-
ments to mislead the public 
and gain political mileage,” 
said Thong.  

State executive mem-

ber, Chini Magh; national 
executive member BJP 
Minority Mocha, Tho-
mas Magh; presidents of  
Mandal, Yuva, Mahila, 
Kisan, Minority and ST 
morchas also spoke at the 
meeting.

The meeting was pre-
sided by unit president, 
Shoyhunlo Kemp while 
mandal general secretary 
Rushvulo Kent exhorted 
the house and general sec-
retary, Jonilo Thong pro-
posed vote of  thanks. 

Party workers from 
state level, district level 
and mandal level attended 
the meeting.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
The first ever Northeast 
circle level rural postal in-
surance mela was held on 
December 5 at Longkumer 
Kilem, Mokokchung. 

RM Patel, Director of  
Postal Services, delivered 
the welcome address fol-
lowed by a group song 
presented by the lady staff  
of  Mokokchung sub-di-
vision.

I Pangernungsang, chief  
postmaster general, NE 
Circle, Shillong, graced the 
occasion as the chief guest. 
He emphasised on the need 
to make the public aware 

of  the insurance scheme 
available at the post office 
recognised by the Govern-
ment of India and the oldest 
insurance scheme among 
the other entire private/ 
PSU insurance provider. 

Awards were given away 
to the three best performing 
branch offices and sub of-
fices. Mokokchung sub-
division was adjudged the 
best sub division. 

The event was hosted by 
L Imtikumzuk, marketing 
executive, while the vote 
of thanks was delivered by 
Parma Mahato, SDIPOs, 
Mokochung sub-division.

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
All technical graduates 
comprising Civil Engineers’ 
Association of  Nagaland 
(CEAN), Graduate Electri-
cal Engineers’ Association 
of  Nagaland (GEEAN), 
Association of  Mechani-
cal Engineers’ Nagaland 
(AMEN), Association of  
Electronics & Communi-
cations Engineers’ Naga-
land (AECEN), Forestry 
Graduates’ Association 
of  Nagaland (FGAN), 
Horticulture Graduates’ 
Nagaland (HGN) and Ag-
ricultural Students’ Associ-
ation of  Nagaland (ASAN) 
have agreed to work col-
lectively under the banner 
of  Combined Technical 
Association of  Nagaland 
(CTAN).

CTAN was formed dur-
ing a joint meeting of  the 
different organisations on 
November 11. CTAN was 
formed particularly to look 
into the grievances of  tech-
nical aspirants collectively.

Meanwhile, CTAN has 
resolved that every techni-
cal graduate must register 
themselves with the respec-
tive association. CTAN 
would initiate necessary 
action against those failing 
to register themselves.

CTAN has also decided 
to even debar those individ-
uals from appearing CTSE 
exam under NPSC.

All technical graduates 
are requested to contact 
their respective association 
for registration and neces-
sary information.

Applications are invited for the post of
Resident O�cer(RO), Women’s Hostel

1) Academic quali�cation : Masters Degree from any recognized Stream (M.Th. MA, MSc etc.)
2)   Preference : Candidate with UESI background.
3) Starting Salary : Rs. 23,100/-
4)  Date of Interview : December 20, 2017 Commencing at 10.00 AM
5) Recommendations are treated as lack of candidate’s credibility.
6) Candidates who cannot give less than 3 years service need not apply.

Sd/-
Principal

D-1481

JAPFÜ CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
JBCC MISSION CENTRE, KIPFÜZHA, KIGWEMA

KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND
www.japfuchristiancollege.org                NAAC Accredited: B Grade                  principal@japfuchristiancollege.org

Covered under 2(f ) and 12 (B) of the UGC Act since 2011

ADVERTISEMENT

K-1482D-4887 

BAN ON BURNING OF WASTES

NAGALAND POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND

NPCB/SWM-2/ Dated: 05/12/2017

D-4892

In order to improve the Ambient Air Quality in our cities,  towns  and villages the Nagaland 
Pollution Control Board hereby notify that: Under Section 15 Sub-section (g) of the Solid 
Waste Management Rules 2016 states “direct waste generators not to litter i.e. throw or 
dispose of any waste such as paper, waste bottles, liquor bottles, soft drink canes, tetra packs, 
fruit peel, wrappers etc, or burn or burry waste on streets, open public spaces, drains water 
bodies and to segregate the waste at sources as prescribed under these rules and hand over the 
segregate waste to authorized waste pickers or waste collectors authorized by the local body”.

Whereas, under the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 “Local Bodies and Gram 
Panchayat/ Village Councils shall ensure that open burning of plastic waste does not take 
place”.

And that, in order to improve the Ambient Air Quality in our cities and  towns  the 
Hon’ble NGT in OA-199 dated 22/12/2016 para-19 had directed to impose penalty for each 
such incident or default, violators including the  project proponent, concessioner, ULB, 
any person or body responsible for such burning, shall be liable to pay environmental 
compensation of ` 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousand only) in case of simple burning, while 
`25,000/- (Rupees Twenty Five Thousand only) in case of bulk waste burning environmental 
compensation shall be recovered as arrears of land revenue by the competent authority 
in accordance with law.

And that the Hon’ble NGT in OA-199 dated 22/12/2016 Para 24 had directed the state 
government/public authorities to create public awareness about the facilities available 
for processing of the waste/obligation of the public at large, public authorities for proper 
waste management and stop burning of wastes under the Rules.

This is issued under the Section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
(Rusovil John)

Member Secretary

KG-2205

The families of Er. Sao Sangtam (Landlord of the plot where the unfortunate incident took place) and Dr. 
Angukato Achumi had a joint meeting wherein both the families had a productive and cordial discussion 
about the unfortunate incident that took place at Padumpukhuri Village on the un-fateful night of 30th 
November 2017. 
After a healthy discussion of the entire episode, the facts of the unfortunate night are as follows: 
1. That, Dr. Angukato Achumi while on routine evening walk lost his phone and solicited the help of the illegal 

immigrant workers who were in a nearby construction site. Upon approaching them the illegal immigrants 
sco�ed at him and rendered him unconscious with a sudden blow from behind and was continuously 
beaten by the workers. Upon gaining his conscious he was threatened with dire consequences and set 
free after midnight. 

2. Whereas, the illegal immigrants on the other hand framed Dr. Angukato Achumi by reporting to their 
owner that he had in an inebriated state assaulted the workers and had caused damage to the property.

  It is hereby, declared that Dr. Angukato Achumi is a teetotaler and the above statement was made by the 
illegal immigrants to their convenience inorder to trash the good image of the victim and blame him for 
the whole incident. 

3. Although, the illegal immigrants had so far, tactfully managed to create confusion and misunderstanding 
but the �nding of the earpiece of the lost phone from the camp of the illegal immigrants has proved that 
Dr. Angukato Achumi did enter the construction site without any ill motive or intention. 

4. Since the life attempt upon the victim was carried out by the illegal immigrants without any warrant 
from the owner. Therefore, the liability of their actions completely rests upon the illegal immigrants who 
committed the heinous crime. 

5. With this kind of incidents becoming the order of the day a fervent appeal is made to the Padumpukhuri 
Village Council to �ush out all illegal immigrants from within its jurisdiction. 

6. We the undersigned tender our unconditional apology to the victim, his family, Usutomi Village, 
Padumpukhuri Village Council, Padumpukhuri Sumi Community and all the organization who are 
spearheading the noble cause of �ushing out the IBI’s from our state of Nagaland namely Survival 
Nagaland, CNTC and NCD. We also pledge our co-operation to these organizations in pursue of common 
Naga cause. 

PUBLIC DECLARATION 

D-4888

president BJP Minority 
Morcha.
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Good Start
T

he first four days of  this year’s Hornbill Festival had 
something new in store-figures. The nodal depart-
ment was able to state the total number of  visitors 
to the event, especially at the Naga heritage village, 

Kisama. By end of  Day-4 the department announced that a 
total of  84605 people visited Kisama out of  which 1145 were 
foreign tourists and 12259 were domestic tourists. Such data 
collection is a good start for the state and needs to be im-
proved.  This kind of  assessment is not new in the 18 year his-
tory of  the Hornbill Festival and it did feature in some years 
but the statement was weak. 

An event of  such a massive scale which is directly promot-
ed by the government should be studied in detail and its report 
tabled in the assembly. However, till now the figures are either 
not conclusive or it is not comprehensive to be considered as 
one, if  one had to give the total assessment of  all the Horn-
bill Festival related activities in all the districts. A conclusive 
study of  the economic benefits of  the 10 day carnival is miss-
ing although the government has been continuously pumping 
money for the  18 years. If  only our lawmaker had such an 
intention then the government with more than sufficient hu-
man resource, it is not a task that is impossible. 

The benefit of  doubt will always go in favour of  the pros 
rather than the cons, at least economically, of  conducting the 
festival and it is accepted by the majority. However the days 
of  presumptions are long gone and at this age the measure of  
the benefits in the form of  figures is always better than lengthy 
replies in words. For the knowledgeable ones  it is not hard to 
know how government money sanctions happen but for some 
the Hornbill Festival becomes  the scapegoat for all the ail-
ments in the state. The state with such low population, the 
need  for human resource to conduct such an event  is so high 
that it is safe to assume 50% of  the population is engaged in 
it directly or indirectly. The many persons who lead agitations 
or protests and leaders of  various organisations including the 
tribes organisations are themselves occupied during this 10 
day affair. Everyone is in the business of  making money, and 
that is a fact.

However the government continues to be lame ducks when 
the times comes for pot-shots against all the problems in the 
state accompanied with some blame or the other against the 
Hornbill Festival. This time the government with its regular 
count of  tourists also need to collect economic data scientifi-
cally and correctly. There is a statistics and economics depart-
ment, there is an evaluation department, there is an industry 
and its allied departments, and the list goes one.  This time 
the government should declare the outcome once and for all. 
It will shut the mouth of  the detractors if  the data proves that 
the Hornbill Festival is beneficial and is also a step towards 
transparency and accountability for the government. Finally it 
will help in planning to improve the festival. 

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Ambrose.J.Chakre

Faith relies on our Almighty God’s unchanging 
character, not on our circumstances.

Due to an injury that occurred in 1992, I suffer from chron-
ic pain in my upper back, shoulders, and neck. During 
the most excruciating and disheartening moments, it’s 
not always easy to trust or praise the Lord. But when my 

situation feels unbearable, God’s constant presence comforts me. 
He strengthens me and reassures me of His unchanging goodness, 
limitless power, and sustaining grace. And when I’m tempted to 
doubt my Lord, I’m encouraged by the determined faith of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. They worshiped God and trusted He was 
with them, even when their situation seemed hopeless.

When King Nebuchadnezzar threatened to throw them into a 
blazing furnace if they didn’t turn away from the true God to wor-
ship his golden statue (Dan. 3:13–15), these three men displayed 

worthy of their worship (v. 17), “even if” He didn’t rescue them from 
their current predicament (v. 18). And God didn’t leave them alone 
in their time of need; He joined and protected them in the furnace 
(vv. 24–25).

God doesn’t leave us alone either. He remains with us through 
trials that can feel as destructive as Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace. Even 
if our suffering doesn’t end on this side of eternity, God is and al-
ways will be mighty, trustworthy, and good. We can rely on His con-
stant and loving presence.

Lord, thank You for being with us, no matter 
what we’re going through.

BIBLE READ:  DANIEL 3:13–25  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The God we serve is able to deliver us.                
    ~  Daniel 3:17

DAILY
PATH

Trus t ing  God 
Even  I f

The much-awaited second quar-
ter gross domestic product 
(GDP) figures were released 
last week. It must have come 

as a relief to the Modi government that 
economic growth is finally on the up-
swing. After five successive quarters of  
decline, growth inched up to 6.3 percent 
in the July-September quarter after hit-
ting rock bottom at 5.7 percent in the 
previous quarter. There was a mild senti-
ment of euphoria over this turnaround, 
but it is instructive to point out that even 
the worst quarter after the 2008 recession 
took India to a low of 6.9 percent. Clear-
ly, we’ve left the last decade far behind.

Some might say that the comparison 
is unfair since the global economy was 
conducive to such levels of growth at the 
time. However, the impact of domestic 
factors in the growth decline over the 
previous five quarters cannot be refuted 
as OECD estimates put global growth to 
be the fastest since 2011. Also, demon-
etisation and GST were not the only two 
culprits of the slowdown in growth since 
it had begun much earlier. Private invest-
ment sentiments had already been muted 
due to a rising stock of bad loans.

Nevertheless, the adverse impact of  

all these factors seem to be nearing their 
end. A rise in GDP growth rate points to 
the fact that the impact of demonetisa-
tion and GST is finally wearing off and 
the government has over the last few 
months taken some crucial steps to deal 
with the problem of bad loans. But are 
we out of the woods yet?

The data released last week does 
not paint a promising picture. First, 
the growth rebound was brought about 
largely on account of the manufacturing 
sector. It grew by seven percent as com-
pared to a paltry 1.2 percent during the 
April-June quarter. However, curiously, 
this figure is much higher than the 2.2 
percent year-on-year growth in the same 
quarter based on the index of industrial 
production (IIP) data. The gap can only 
be explained by differences in methodol-
ogy.

The IIP measures the change in 
production volumes as compared to the 
previous year while the GDP calculation 
measures the value addition taking place 
in the economy. Therefore, if  production 
volumes remain the same over the year, 
IIP data will show no growth, but in the 
same scenario, if  the price of inputs fall, 
GDP will grow positively. This is exactly 
how the recent growth in manufacturing 
has come about. Production volumes 
have not expanded as commensurately 

as production value. This is not a positive 
sign for a developing economy like India, 
where demand for jobs is ever expand-
ing. Growth will not matter much if  real 
production does not take place.

Second, a factor of growing concern 
for the economy is the problem of the 
fiscal deficit. The day GDP figures came 
out, stock markets reacted negatively due 
to the slippage on the fiscal front. Private 
investments have not seen any substantial 
revival since the last quarter and, in fact, 
gross fixed capital formation as a percent-
age of GDP has actually declined. The 
only thing keeping the economy running 
was increased government spending, but 
even that has been stretched beyond its 
limits. Barely more than half a year has 
passed, and the government has already 
spent 96 percent of its annual target. 
Since the government has made clear 
its intentions of sticking to the fiscal tar-
get, future growth prospects do not look 
promising and will solely depend on a 
revival of private sentiments.

Finally, a big worry for the Indian 
economy is its underperforming export 
sector. The growth in exports took place 
at merely 1.2 percent in the last quarter, 
which is hard to explain at a time when 
the global economies are at one of their 
strongest phases of growth in a long time. 
It is absolutely crucial to address this is-

sue because, as repeatedly pointed out 
by veteran economic journalist Swami-
nathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar, no country 
in history has managed to grow at seven 
percent on a sustained basis without an 
export growth of at least 15 percent. In-
dia’s subdued export performance is puz-
zling and it needs to figure out what is 
inhibiting its growth. The recently-imple-
mented GST framework could have put 
a spoke in the wheel. Addressing these 
policy bottlenecks can bring exports to 
an upward growth path.

All these factors, combined with the 
fact that private investment continues to 
remain weak, point to bleak prospects 
for the Indian economy. This will remain 
true for the next few quarters. Hopefully, 
when the complete impact of the recent 
string of reforms with GST, Real Estate 
Act and Bankruptcy Code start to kick 
in, a revival in private sentiments will 
take place and drive manufacturing and 
exports in the process. Until then the 
only ray of hope resides with the favour-
able external sector as a lucrative source 
of demand.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India. He can be 

contacted at amit.kapoor@competitiveness.
in . Chirag Yadav, senior researcher, 

Institute for Competitiveness, India, has 
contributed to the article.)

I’ve swept away your offences like a cloud, 
your sins like the morning mist. Return to 

me for I’ve redeemed you.    
 Isaiah 44:22.

The forgiven sins will be remembered 
no more and the memories of it will 

vanish like evaporated water. The term 
sin and sinners reminds us of what we 
once were, being alienated from Christ 
we did things which would have led to 
our death. In regard to the destruction of  
sinners the Word explicitly states that all 
sinners will be destroyed and the future 
of the wicked cut off (Psalms 37:38). 
Just as in the days of old Jezebel became 
dogs’ food; the sinners of the present age 
will share in her fate if   they continue 
in their sin and repent not of their evils. 
Somehow these bold statements may not 
be to the taste of everyone but it is in the 
interest of the Church of Christ that the 
ropes are let down to pull sinners out of  
the pit. Itis for this very cause that the 
church has been established and it will be 
to her shame and loss if  she is to keep on 
gossiping when she should be down on 
her knees, praying and when she should 
be up on the stage preaching and reach-
ing out to the lost. For God did not call us 
to criticize sinners but to save them. 

In the morning when we wake up, 
we wish good morning to our loved ones, 
but in the event of a funeral, a death or 
a tragedy, it becomes hard for us to say 
it because of what the person means to 
us. We only begin to experience the an-
guish, the tears and the hurts only when 
we face it and our experiences of it makes 
us feel the heaviness and the realities of it. 
No one will like to wake up to hear bad 
news and it hurts so much to hear mourn-
ers mourn in the morning. One truth we 
have to be conscious of is that we are liv-
ing for an eternal cause and it is for this 
eternal cause that we preach the realities 
of heaven and hell in love and compas-
sion. The Holy Scripture states “Multi-
tudes who sleep in the dust of the earth 
will awake; some to everlasting life, oth-
ers to shame and everlasting contempt’. 
Further in the Fourth Synoptic gospels 
it is also written,… those who have done 
good will rise to live and those who have 
done evil will rise to be condemned (Dan-
iel 12:2) ( John 5:28). The revelations of  
it are a warning to sinners but to the sons 
and daughters of God it is and will be a 
ray of light When they make it to the next 
life. The truth is, we are all on our way 
to a certain place, some will reach early 
while others will reach late but we have 
to make sure that “everyone” reaches it. 
In the end it’s either heaven or hell, life 
or death and we shall ultimately end up 
in the place where we are destined to be. 
This calls for attention in the Holy Church 
of Christ and it will be by how well she 

is prepared which will determine how 
high she rises or how fast she falls. The 
period of urgency is on and the nature of  
the conflict will only intensify with every 
confronting messages. From what we see 
we see churches rising against churches 
and ministries against ministries and it 
is indeed sad to state it. However this is 
the truth and the guilty corporatebodies 
will be paid back with harm for the harm 
they did (2nd Peter 2:13) (Matthew 24:7). 
God has not called us to attack each oth-
er’s faith but to build each other up. It is 
with certainty I write that those who says 
yes to this, their voices will be recorded 
in eternity. Every church has their own 
way of administration but if  somehow 
the dictates of its leaders are not in ac-
cordance with the truth, the congrega-
tion has to raise their voices against it in 
accordance with the truth. . Do not get 
me wrong, I do not write this to promote 
rebellion but justice. The justice referred 
to here is the truth which is the Word of  
God. The truth is what we should be pro-
moting and souls are what we must seek. 
The hour has come for us not to sleep but 
to teach, watch and pray (Mark 13:37) 
(Mark 14:38). Every sign witnessed is just 
a shadow of what is to come and more 
terrors and disasters are predicted and 
expected. The nations which are facing it 
are facing it and in a  little while the trig-
gers of guns will be pulled and bombs will 
explode in every city, towns and nations. 
It is said that satan trembles whenever the 
messages of end times and more when 
hell is preached. These three things terri-
fies satan-the blood of Christ, the Word 
and hell. And in view of the nearness of  
the end, satan is now restlessly at work, 
ever desperate to cause the downfall of  
many. The Church has to understand this 
and the rising and falling of many will 
also be determined by how much we had 
loved and prayed for them. The world has 
not been sleeping ever since its inception 
and in God’s appointed time, she will be 
silenced, putting an end to all her evils 
in which she committed and caused the 
sinners within it to commit. This is being 
sensed and it’s high time we be sensitive 
to the groans and cries of sinners living 
in the four corners of the world. It is for 
this eternal cause that many are seeking 
God’s love. 

Every church must be revived in love 
and compassion if  they are to be truly a 
soul winning church. Since we are in the 
last days, the degree of our messages will 
keep on rising till the perfected sons and 
daughters of God are united with Christ. 
And even in writing this, I declare in 

thetruth that the salvation of many are at 
stake and unless we rush to save the lost 
the result of our negligence will be sad, 
regrettable and disastrous. Mark this: 
Unless we are desperate to save souls, we 
will not be desperate to save souls. It is a 
gift, a passion which every church needs 
and a desire which must be embraced 
by every church. The reality is also this: 
Some churches are experts in condemn-
ing the rising and growing churches even 
when their own members are dying or 
can hardly breathe. Even if  this statement 
is hard to digest if  its purpose is served 
it is served. The point I want to stress is 
this: It’s high time for every church to 
raise the fallen, restore the backslidden 
and to revive the downcast to the power 
of the truth. The matured churches are 
matured, while the immature ones are 
immatured. And it is our prayer for every 
church to be always on fire for God. The 
waves of the last days are roaring and the 
more we strengthen our position now, the 
more we will rise in the Spirit. And every 
church which is of God must snatch the 
dying from the fire, saving them, show-
ing mercy to the others, mixed with fear-
hating even their clothing stained by cor-
rupted flesh (Jude 23). This speaks of a 
mercy of a higher degree and holiness 
of a greater passion. The church in her 
mission to save the lost must preach pas-
sionately, love compassionately and pray 
earnestly in love (1st Corinthians 16:14 ). 
In the end when our offences are swept 
like a cloud and our sins like the morn-
ing mist, the church shall experience her 
eternal pleasure when Christ comes to 
take her with Him ( Psalm 16:11 ). These 
are the signs of the waves which are now 
reviving you and you shall experience the 
full measure of it when you completely 
give your life to Christ. Let these truths 
empower you as you get deeper into a 
relationship with Christ and as you en-
ter the war zone to save those whom you 
love.Remember death and life lies in the 
power of the tongue and if  we desire to 
rise in the future our every word, acts and 
missions must be in  accordance with the 
truth ( Proverbs 18:21 ). Think of what 
the Word means to you. Think of what 
salvation means to you and your church! 
And think of where you will spend eter-
nity! The powers of salvation and the 
church lies in the hands of God and if  the 
church is determined to save her dying 
members, it is God who will raise them 
up for His glory. This is what we speak, 
not in words taught us by human wisdom 
but in words taught by the Spirit, express-
ing spiritual truths in spiritual words ( 1st 

Corinthians 2:13 ). Think of the Word! 
Think of its worth and let the powers of  
it restore the backslidden and revive the 
dying. The church must be saved and eve-
ryone must be saved. Remember the end 
is near. It is what we do for our church 
which will determine how much we save 
and how much we gain in the next life. 
God has commissioned the Church to 
seek and save the lost. The world is dying 
and sinners must be snatched from the 
pit. Their hands now sticks out and it is 
for us to pull them out or let them per-
ish. The Word states “I desire mercy not 
sacrifice and acknowledgement of God 
rather than burnt offerings and it also dic-
tates that judgment without mercy will 
be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! 
( Hosea 6:6 ) (James 2:13). The seeds of  
it are now sown in different hearts and 
the fruits of it will be determined by what 
the soils are. God loves and desires to see 
the best of the Church of Christ. This is 
an invitation and an investment for every 
Church and for the servants of the Most 
High. The cries of the sinners now reach-
es out to God and to the Church. The 
Church must rush lest her loved ones per-
ish and she must pray more to save more. 
Let us be aware of this: We are in the last 
days.

N.B: This is written in honoor of our 
members who are links to God and to us 
through the Holiness of Christ. Slaves, 
that is what we are of holiness and as we 
pursue righteousness, we desire to impact 
and transform lives through His Spirit. 
The lost will be found. As we continue in 
this we will remember all that we did for 
God, for each other and for the sinners. 
The moments of the present will become 
the memories for the future. God loves 
the Church of Christ.
Lines of intimacy to intimate lovers of 
Christ: As we begin this new year we 
desire to let the intimate powers of holi-
ness connect the hearts of every sinner to 
Christ. In these last days we desire to see 
the emergence of new powerful leaders 
who will lead sinners to the next step of  
holiness through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. This year will indeed be a year of  
spiritual urgency and unless we take the 
next step of faith into the holy of holies, 
the result of our negligence will give rise 
to more calamities and greater judgments 
against us. Just to be intimate in holiness 
is what we desire and we trust we shall be 
connected in it when we stay connected 
in prayer. The decision to love and pray 
for each other is now and the fruits of the 
future will determine what we had been 
to each other. Love always trusts. Love 
always connects. And this is just a link to 
what we will be in the future. Think of  
us and the sinners and we shall pray for 
you and the sinners. Let us be united in 
this and be linked in holiness. This is the 
power of truth. Truth connects.

Bleak Prospects For Indian Economy For Next Few Quarters 

(Experiencing the Holy Waves of Revival)
Signs of Heaviness

Rebecca Byrne |The Conversation

Ask any new parent how their baby is going and 
you will most likely get an update on recent 
weight gains.

Regular baby weigh-ins are a rite of pas-
sage, but many parents look back at this time with a 
deep sense of failure; when told their child isn’t “gain-
ing enough” they’re left feeling like they didn’t try hard 
enough with this whole feeding business.

Numbers on the scale have become a defining meas-
ure of an infant’s progress. And the message given to par-
ents is that more weight gain is better.

Yet, in the research world, we have known for a 
decade that being big and growing fast in infancy is a 
strong risk factor for obesity in childhood, adolescence 
and adulthood. This evidence has not filtered down to 
our front-line health professionals and importantly, the 
advice given to parents. We need to talk about why.
What about growth charts?
Babies don’t come with a manual, but they do come with 
growth charts. The World Health Organisation Growth 
Standards describe normal child growth from birth to five 
years. A baby’s growth should roughly follow the same 
curve on the chart over time.

Unfortunately, many parents interpret growth charts 
incorrectly – or have not had growth charts properly ex-
plained to them – and think a baby tracking above the 
50th percentile is good, and below is bad.

But this is not how percentiles work. By definition, 
half the population has to be above the 50th, and half  

below. There will always be infants who track on the 3rd 
percentile and some on the 97th. This is OK.
How children are fed
Of concern then, is that parents appear conditioned to 
feed children in ways designed to bump them up over the 
magic 50th. This upward crossing of percentiles repre-
sents the rapid growth that increases the risk of obesity in 
childhood, adolescence and adulthood.

One example is when a mother is advised to supple-
ment her infant with formula, because she appears not to 
have enough breast milk. Drinking formula will increase 
the baby’s intake of protein and the baby will put on 
weight. This fixes the immediate concern, but high pro-
tein intake in the first two years of life can result in rapid 
weight gain, and obesity risk.

How solid foods are offered is also important. In our 
recent analysis, toddlers at 14 months were more often la-
belled as a fussy eater by their mother if  the child weighed 
less than other children of the same age and sex. None of  
these children were underweight and there was no evi-
dence they were eating any less than children not thought 
of as fussy.

Mothers reported insisting their toddler eat despite 
not being hungry, using desserts as a bribe to get the child 
to eat the main course, and showing disapproval when 
the child did not eat.

We want children to eat because they are hungry, not 
to keep us happy. Eating for reasons other than hunger 
leads to overeating and overweight.
Why does this matter?
Our love of chubby babies makes a lot of sense. Most of hu-

man history has been a time of food scarcity. Extra weight, 
especially in infancy, conferred a survival advantage.

Now, our children are born in to an “obesogenic en-
vironment”, where unhealthy food is cheap and readily 
available, and our surroundings encourage us to move 
less and sit more. It’s really hard not to put on weight.

It’s important we feed children in a way that lets them 
stop eating when they are full, rather than teaching them to ig-
nore their body’s signals, or eat for reasons other than hunger.
What can we do?
Many scientists lament the time taken to get research 
findings incorporated into everyday practice. The most 
recent Infant feeding guidelines – Information for Health 
Workers published in 2012, says very little about early 
growth and obesity.

If and when this information is incorporated into the 
guidelines, there is no comprehensive method of inform-
ing practitioners what has changed, and no way of meas-
uring whether guidelines are implemented.

As scientists we can explore innovative ways to share 
our research, such as running online courses about infant 
nutrition.

Practitioners can continue to talk to parents about 
what normal child growth looks like at any percentile, 
and to monitor growth – not just weight.

Most importantly, parents, if  someone says your baby 
is not gaining enough weight, question it. Ask them to ex-
plain what criteria they are using to make that judgement 
and how they can help you comprehend those charts.

I love a chubby baby too. But I love a baby who tracks 
on the same percentile over time for their weight, length 
and head circumference, even more.

Our Obsession With Infant Growth Charts May Be Fuelling Childhood Obesity
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A long-term 
dream toward which you’ve been working for 
a long time, could finally show signs of  com-
ing true. You’re feeling especially energetic and 

enthusiastic now, so you might feel motivated to give it 
one last push to finally make your dream reality. You’ll 
probably go out with friends or members of  a group you 
belong to and celebrate tonight.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Congratula-
tions to you! Career progress is in the wind! If  
you’ve wanted to create a dream career, you’ll 
be able to do so today. If  you’ve been hoping 

to start your own business, don’t wait another moment. 
The next year should be a successful and profitable one 
for you, although not without its surprises.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A business 
opportunity in a distant state or even foreign 
country could be in the works. It could re-
quire a lot of  travel or perhaps even reloca-

tion. You may have mixed feelings about it, but you’re 
unlikely to turn it down. This could be a real break! 
Your health over the next year should be robust and 
glowing, and you’ll have the energy to take on any 
project you want.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A chance 
to increase your income could come your 
way. This could involve extra work or invest-
ments. Investments involving land or other 

real estate could be especially profitable now. There 
could also be contracts or legal papers involved that 
bring money your way, so be prepared. The end of  this 
year should see you more financially secure than you 
were at the beginning.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A partnership that 
may have been moving steadily forward might 
seem stalled in its tracks. This could involve 
either business or romance. This isn’t a good 

time to try to pressure your partner toward progress. 
You’ll only meet stubborn resistance, which will slow 
things down even more. Be patient and let things progress 
in their own time.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You should be at 
your peak of  health. Physically, you feel strong 
and energetic. You’re in the physical and mental 
space to accomplish wonders, so don’t be sur-

prised if  today you do just that. This could bring you the 
promise of  a brighter future in the creative, professional, 
and financial domains.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): The result of a cre-
ative innovation you’ve been working on should 
make itself  apparent today. You’ll be pleasantly 
surprised! Your ingenuity should pay off big, 

and your accomplishments won’t go unnoticed. You’re 
likely to enjoy positive feedback, recognition, and bright 
prospects for the future development of your ideas. In the 
evening, go out and have a good time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): The opportu-
nity to run a business out of your home could 
arise today, perhaps involving a metaphysical 
subject. Don’t be surprised if  it takes off right 

away. Friends or past business associates may want to be 
involved. This is worthy of serious consideration. Benefits 
through the efforts of others are strongly indicated now. Be 
prepared for a great future, and start enjoying it now!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A 
neighbor might be having a hard time and need 
some extra support now. A new business could 
open up in your neighborhood that in some 

way opens doors for you. It could be a new employment 
opportunity or it could mean a more efficient way of  op-
erating in your current profession. Don’t be surprised if  
you spend a lot of  time driving around today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): As career 
and money matters continue to advance for 
you, more ideas and opportunities for expand-
ing your horizons could come to you. You may 

have a hard time deciding which ones are most practical 
now. It may help to make a list and then judge which ones 
you want to use. Expect a lot of  action and many changes, 
particularly regarding business possibilities.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your energy 
and enthusiasm are at an all-time high. Your 
life, business, and money matters are going 
very well, and there are no signs that this will 

change any time soon. Romance should also be going 
very well. This should be doing wonders for your self-
image. Whatever you’ve been doing, keep it up! You’ve 
got a lot to look forward to.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Tension be-
tween you and a business partner could have 
you doubting your professional future in the 
current situation. Don’t waste too much time 

worrying about it. You may not be aware of  it now, but 
career and money matters are going well and are likely to 
continue like this for a while. Of course, that depends on 
you and what you’re willing to do to keep it going.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Arun Kumar Das | thewire.in

The ‘on-board condition monitoring 
system’, which would detect track 
and rolling defects, hasn’t taken off  
from the initial ‘expression of  inter-

est’ stage.
New Delhi: Despite repeated rail mis-

haps, the Indian railways is yet to operation-
alise the much-awaited ‘on-board condition 
monitoring system (OBCMS)’, an initiative 
that is meant to detect defects related to roll-
ing stock and tracks.

OBCMS – consisting of state-of-the-art 
technology, which comes equipped with sen-
sors on wheel bearings, gear boxes and other 
parts of the train –  is expected to notify the 
control room when specific machine parts start 
developing problems. It will also alert authori-

ties to the condition of the track well in advance 
before these vital components have a chance to 
break down, thus preventing derailment.

The national transporter, expected to float 
a global tender to acquire the sensor-based 
system, could not move beyond the pre-bid 
stage and has remain undecided about its fi-
nal shape for more than three years. It floated 
its first expression of  interest (EoI) in August 
2015 but as of  April 2017, has said that the 
project is still in a “nascent stage.”

The system, railway officials say, also has 
not been taken up as a pilot project.

With track problems emerging as a major 
cause for derailments, the use of  technology  
has become an important policy initiative for 
the railways. Amongst many causes for de-
railment, the three biggest known causes for 
any derailment are track wear-and-tear, bear-

ing wear-and-tear and wheel wear-and-tear.
The OBCMS system would essentially 

monitor the health of  the bearing, wheel and 
track on a real-time basis as the trains ferry 
cargo and passengers across the vast Indian 
railways network.

In 2015, the-then railway minister Suresh 
Prabhu had said in the Lok Sabha that the on-
board rolling stock condition monitoring sys-
tem is being planned to “monitor the health 
and safety of  key components of  coaches, 
freight cars and locomotives,” which would 
result in increased safety, improved reliability 
and higher utilisation while reducing opera-
tional costs.

Though the railways has earmarked Rs 
113 crore in the last budget, the OBCMS, con-
sidered to be a paradigm shift in train mainte-
nance, is still caught up in red tape.

The OBCMS system is operational in 
countries such as the UK, Sweden and Ire-
land, where it is effectively monitoring main-
tenance needs of  coaches, tracks and locos in 
advance for ensuring safer travels.

While the railways maintain that specifi-
cations are being finalised with due diligence, 
the fact of  the matter is that prolonged delay 
has raised serious questions about the func-
tioning and pace of  implementation by the 
concerned directorate.

“The sensor-based monitoring system is 
the most effective enabler for the railways to 
monitor critical components that have been 
identified as the major causes for derailment, 
delay and causes for infrastructure deteriora-
tion,” said a senior railway ministry official.

According to the system, the on-board 
sensors record vibrations and temperatures 

constantly. Vibration anomalies are the ear-
liest indicator that something maybe wrong 
with the bearing. This allows for operators to 
mark those bearings out for careful observa-
tion, thus preventing any further damage.

Even after the derailment, the vibration 
analysis can be used to ascertain the cause 
of  the accident; whether it happened due to 
bearing failures, or defect in wheel or tracks.

Detection of  bearing fault at the early stage 
will help prevent occurrences of  incidents and 
maintenance schedules can be planned for 
bearings that show anomaly. Track condition 
monitoring would also be a part of  the system 
as the sensors pick up unusual impacts over 
one location where the trains operate.

However, the official maintained, “since it 
is a new system we have to be very cautious 
before finalising any thing.”

As Rail Accidents Mount, New High-Tech Accident 
Prevention System is Yet to See Light of Day

Julia Christensen | Aeon

The Renaissance painter Albrecht 
Dürer was regarded by his friends as 
a master in the art of  mind-wander-
ing. He could become ‘enwrapped’ 

in his own pleasant reflections, wrote the 
German humanist Willibald Pirckheimer, at 
which times Dürer ‘would seem the happiest 
person on Earth’.

Many of  us are familiar with mind-wan-
dering in a number of  guises: procrastination, 
reflection, meditation, self-flagellation, day-
dreaming. But while some mental meander-
ing seems fruitful, on other occasions it has 
the unmistakeable bite of  a bad habit, some-
thing that holds us back from reaching our full 
potential. Reverie can be a reprieve from real-
ity and a font of  inspiration, yes. But equally 
familiar is the mind’s tendency to devolve into 
sour and fruitless rumination when left to its 
own devices, especially when we’re in the grip 
of  depression, anxiety or obsession.

Can art itself  be a useful catalyst for 
nudging us towards more helpful emotions 
and mental states? Whether in the form of  
literature, rap or abstract oil painting, many 
of  us know we can improve the tenor of  our 
thoughts by contemplating art. The Germans 
have a lovely saying for the benefits of  keep-
ing an idle (or idling) mind: ‘die Seele baume-
ln lassen’, meaning ‘let the soul dangle’. Now, 
the emerging science of  neuroaesthetics is be-

ginning to reveal the biological processes that 
sit behind such ‘dangling’.

To begin with, contemporary cognitive 
science has presented a vast amount of  evi-
dence that mental states send and receive rip-
ples of  cause and effect across the rest of  the 
body. Think how your mouth might water 
when you look at a photo of  a tasty chocolate 
cake, or how tense you feel when watching 
a suspenseful TV drama. Thoughts, feelings 
and emotions, whether aimless or deliberate, 
are a somatic cascade of  multiple biological 
events. And it’s this cascade that art somehow 
taps into.

Galen, the second-century Greek physi-
cian, was well aware of  the connection be-
tween mind and body. He believed that mind-
wandering was the result of  physical and 
mental lassitude, and so prescribed a regime 
of  logic and hard, structured work to avoid it. 
‘Laziness breeds humours of  the blood!’ Ga-
len is believed to have said. The assumption 
here is that concentration is a kind of  psycho-
biological discipline, something we have to 
work at to stop our wayward minds and bod-
ies from veering out of  our control.

However, there’s an even older tradition 
from Ancient Greece that views daydreaming 
as a boost to our wellbeing. Galen’s Hippocrat-
ic forebears argued that mind-wandering was 
in fact the best strategy for guiding us back 
into healthy states. And modern-day research 
in developmental psychology has shown that 
children and adults who engage in certain 

kinds of  mind-wandering actually display 
more cognitive flexibility, and perform better 
when called upon to exercise ‘executive’ func-
tions such as problem-solving, planning and 
managing their own thoughts and feelings.

Neuroimaging – a method of  ‘seeing’ 
the brain in action – has started to reveal the 
brain processes that correlate with these men-
tal states. Far from falling idle, the brains of  
people asked to stay still and think of  noth-
ing in particular continue to fizz and pop 
in patterns of  activity known as the default 
mode network (DMN). These activations are 
closely related to those engaged during self-
referential thinking, the experience of  the self, 
and intuition. Moreover, they are observed 
alongside activation patterns in the prefron-
tal cortex (PFC) – the area typically associ-
ated with those important ‘executive’ func-
tions. Strikingly, the greater the strength of  
the relationship between these two domains 
of  the brain – intuition and executive func-
tion – the more creativity a person tends to 
display when asked to solve a problem. Brain 
scans demonstrate correlation, not causation; 
but even so, they hint at the possibility that 
reverie might help to prime us to think both 
productively and creatively by somehow ce-
menting our sense of  self, drawing body and 
mind together in a train of  thought and bio-
logical action.

Art can be a catalyst for this sort of  rev-
erie, as well as a tool to regulate and control 
it. Both the basic properties of  art (whether 

it’s in a minor or major key; the colours of  
a painting), as well as the complexities of  its 
content (the lyrics of  a song, the facial expres-
sion of  a person in a painting), can induce 
reflections and emotions – and will invari-
ably affect our body’s physiology. Thinking 
creatively, and engaging with works of  art, 
have both been correlated with DMN activity 
– especially when people report that the aes-
thetic experience was particularly strong and 
meaningful to them. In these moments, our 
encounter with art seems to trigger an auto-
biographical daydreaming, a flow experience 
with a ‘me factor’.

Of course, art can also provoke unhelpful 
ruminative urges. Listening over and again 
to that song might not help you get over a 
heartbreak. But art-induced sadness doesn’t 
always make you slide into negative mental 
loops. In fact, art can help us adapt to the im-
mediate source of  pain by acting as a prop for 
emotional catharsis. We all know the strange, 
pleasurable, consoling feeling that comes af-
ter having a good cry. This experience appears 
to be precipitated by the release of  the hor-
mone prolactin, which has also been associ-
ated with a boosted immune system, as well 
as bonding with other people. The arts are a 
relatively safe space in which to have such an 
emotional episode, compared with the real-
life emotional situations that make us cry. 
Even sad or otherwise distressing art can be 
used to trigger a kind of  positive, psychobio-
logical cleansing via mind-wandering.

History is full of  examples of  the relation-
ship between reverie and creativity. Here is 
one, idiosyncratic example: the German art 
historian Aby Warburg (1866-1929) organ-
ised his library of  50,000 books with the aim 
of promoting mind-wandering. His collection 
was the kernel for the Warburg Institute in 
London, where we now work as researchers. 
Each of  the library’s four floors is devoted to 
one of  four themes – image, word, orientation, 
and action – and separated into sub-themes, 
such as ‘magic and science’, ‘transmission of  
classical texts’, and ‘art history’. Guided by 
Warburg’s ideas about what makes a good 
neighbour for a book, this unique approach 
to classification allows a withered 17th-cen-
tury medical tome to cluster next to texts 
on mathematics, the cosmos and harmony. 
The shelves promote intellectual serendipity 
as you skip from the book (or thought) you 
thought you wanted, to another intriguing 
idea or topic that hadn’t even occurred to you.

Art appreciation is held in high esteem 
in most cultures and societies. It is often 
portrayed as a laborious cognitive exer-
cise, but this is to forget that the arts pro-
vide an opportunity for intense emotional 
experiences, positive mind-wandering and 
psychobiological self-regulation. Dürer per-
haps captures the activity of  such inactivity 
best of  all. ‘If  a man devotes himself  to art,’ 
he wrote, ‘much evil is avoided that hap-
pens otherwise if  one is idle.’

‘Let the Soul Dangle’: How Mind-Wandering Spurs Creativity

Tammy Horton, Andreas Kroh, Leen Vandepitte | The Conversation

The oceans cover 70% of the surface of  
our planet, and yet they are still the least 
explored,” says Sir David Attenborough 
in the opening sequence of  the recent 

BBC documentary series Blue Planet II. “Hidden 
beneath the waves, there are creatures beyond our 
imagination.” Yet while the programme reveals 
the wonders of  many of  these species, an incred-
ible number more have never been encountered 
by humans at all.

In fact, we don’t even know how many spe-
cies exist in the oceans. Most estimates were 
made before we even had any inventory of  how 
many had been scientifically named – they have 
ranged from 0.3m to an astounding 100m. Nu-
merous new marine species are discovered every 
year – yet working out how many species there 
are in total (and so how many more we need to 
describe) is a much more difficult process. But 
now we at least have the essential foundation of  
knowing how many marine species have been 
named, thanks to a decade-long collaborative ef-
fort by hundreds of  scientists.

Scientists have used a variety of  methods to 
estimate the global number of  marine species 
and each has its limitations. Data isn’t always re-
liable and the assumptions of  each method can 
be flawed. A common method is to scale up the 
fraction of  unknown species estimated in a spe-
cific sample or region. Other methods rely on our 
system of taxonomic classification (the way we 
name and group different species). We can use 
the rate of  discovery of  new families and orders 
or the rate at which new species are described to 
estimate the total number of  species there must 
be.

Some methods have used expert opinion 
on how many unknown species are expected in 
a particular group the expert works on, based 

on potential new species that they know of but 
haven’t yet been described. According to a study 
from 2012, the average time between the discov-
ery of  a new species and its description is 21 years.

Because each method relies on assumptions 
and particular datasets, they have resulted in wide 
variations in estimates. The very high estimates 
(any larger than 10m) are now thought unlikely 
by many, but current common estimates still vary 
between around 0.3m and 2m marine species.

New way of recording species
This means that, after 250 years of  describing, 
naming and cataloguing the species we share our 
planet with, we are still a long way off  achieving 
a complete census. But we do know that 242,500 
marine species have been described because their 
names are now managed in the World Register of  
Marine Species (WoRMS) by about 300 scientists 
located all over the world.

Every year, almost 2,000 marine species new 
to science are added to the register. This includes 
species from relatively well known groups such as 
fish, almost 1,500 of  which were described in the 
past decade. Most undiscovered creatures likely 
remain in the least explored habitats such as the 
deep oceans, the most diverse environments such 
as tropical shallow seas, and the most diverse 
groups including molluscs and crustaceans.

Most of  these species are probably “macro” 
sized (1 mm to 10 cm) seabed-living crustaceans, 
molluscs and worms. We’ve found just over 6,000 
new marine crustaceans and almost 8,000 marine 
molluscs in the past ten years. A recent finding of  
28 new amphipod crustacean species doubled the 
number of  them known in Antarctic waters.

Taxonomists are busy collecting, identifying 
and describing new species of  marine animals all 
the time. The process from collection of  a sample 

to the publication of  a species as new to science is 
arduous and time-consuming. All characteristics 
of  the animal need to be carefully examined and 
compared with every other closely related species.

This now often requires DNA analysis which 
provides additional data for later researchers to be 
able to identify the new species by its genetic “bar-
code”. Once the data from a new species has been 
published in a scientific journal, the WoRMS tax-
onomic editor responsible for that group of  spe-
cies enters the information and makes it openly 
available to all users worldwide.

Since the WoRMS was founded in 2007, the 
number of  species on the list has doubled from 
120,000 to 242,500. The number of  names in 
the database is actually almost double this figure 
(477,700) but many of  them are not valid because 
of  duplication or changes to species classification.

Naming species helps conservation
Keeping an up-to-date list of  the world’s marine 
species isn’t just for interest but is also impor-
tant for protecting our oceans. Extinctions from 
habitat loss and climate change are progressing 
at alarming rates. Around  20% of marine spe-
cies are at risk of  extinction  and we urgently need 
to document what is happening in order to better 
understand why and how to prevent it.

Biodiversity also underpins many features of  
the environment that humans depend on. Each 
new species discovered could provide opportuni-
ties for advances in medicine or agriculture.

WoRMS has brought us closer to a complete 
assessment of  our marine biodiversity than ever 
before. Perhaps this model of  real-time online 
collaboration between experts around the world 
– and a centralised database with a professional 
data centre – could be used to provide a continu-
ously updated, freely available, comprehensive 
database of  all species on Earth. Until then, we 
will continue to marvel at how much we still 
don’t know.

If you thought only diet can 
change the composition of  mi-
crobes in the gut, think again! 
Researchers have found evidence 

that exercise can change the intestinal 
microbiota independent of  diet.

The research provides clues to 
how exercise could benefit people suf-
fering from inflammatory bowel dis-
ease.

The findings, published in the 
journal Medicine & Science in Sports 
& Exercise, are based on two studies 
-- one in mice and the other in human 
participants.

In the first study, scientists trans-
planted fecal material from exercised 
and sedentary mice into the colons of  
sedentary germ-free mice, which had 
been raised in a sterile facility and had 
no microbiota of  their own. 

In the second study, the team 
tracked changes in the composition of  
gut microbiota in human participants 
as they transitioned from a sedentary 
lifestyle to a more active one -- and 
back again.

“These are the first studies to 
show that exercise can have an ef-
fect on your gut independent of  diet 
or other factors,” said one of  the lead 
researchers Jeffrey Woods, Professor 
at the University of  Illinois in the US.

In the mouse study, changes in the 
microbiota of  recipient mice mirrored 
those in the donor mice, with clear 
differences between those receiving 
microbes from exercised and seden-

tary mice.
“That proved to us that the trans-

plant worked,” Woods said.
Recipients of  the exercised mouse 

microbiota also had a higher propor-
tion of  microbes that produce bu-
tyrate, a short-chain fatty acid that 
promotes healthy intestinal cells, re-
duces inflammation and generates en-
ergy for the host. 

They also appeared to be more re-
sistant to experimental ulcerative coli-
tis, an inflammatory bowel disease.

In the human study, the partici-
pants performed supervised cardio-
vascular exercise for 30-60 minutes 
three times a week for six weeks.

The researchers sampled their gut 
microbiomes before and after the end 
of  the exercise programme and after 
another six weeks of  sedentary behav-
iour. 

Participants maintained their usu-
al diets throughout the course of  the 
study.

Fecal concentrations of  short-
chain fatty acids, in particular bu-
tyrate, went up in the human gut as a 
result of  exercise, the study said.

These levels declined again after 
the participants reverted to a seden-
tary lifestyle. 

Genetic tests of  the microbiota 
confirmed that this corresponded to 
changes in the proportion of  microbes 
that produce butyrate and other short-
chain fatty acids.

Source: IANS

How Many Undiscovered Creatures are There in the Ocean? Exercise, Not Just Diet, 
Can Change Gut Bacteria
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NEWS IN BRIEF
CM urges Sushma Swaraj to get 
10 fishers held by SL navy free 
Puducherry, Dec. 5 (PTI): Puducherry Chief Minister 
V Narayanasamy has urged External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj to intervene and secure the release 
10 fishermen of  Karaikal region, taken into custody 
recently by the Sri Lanka navy for allegedly entering 
their waters when cyclone Ockhi struck.
A release from the Chief  Minister’s office today said 
that Narayanasamy, now in Delhi, had presented a 
letter in this regard to the Union Minister during a 
meeting with her. The Chief  Minister, who received 
a representation from the Fishermen’s Association of  
Karaikal informing him of the arrest of the fishermen 
and seizure of  their boats, also requested the union 
minister to ensure that the seized boats were retrieved, 
the release said.

One killed, two injured in acci-
dent in UP 
Muzaffarnagar, Dec. 5 (PTI): One person was killed 
and two others of the family were injured after their car 
collided with a speedy truck on the Delhi-Dehradun 
Highway near Bijapura village in the district, police said 
today. The deceased, identified as Kuldeep, was travel-
ling with his sister and her 8-year-old child when their 
vehicle allegedly collided with an over-speeding truck 
yesterday, they said. “The family had gone to attend a 
wedding in Dehradun, and were returning to Buland-
shahr,” the police official said. The injured were rushed 
to hospital in critical condition, he added.

J&K CM hands appointment or-
ders to pellet victims
Srinagar, Dec. 5 (IANS): Jammu and Kashmir Chief  
Minister Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday distributed ap-
pointment orders in government service among a group 
of  pellet victims who lost their eyesight during the 
civil-security clashes last year. “This is in continuation 
to her earlier measures taken for the rehabilitation of  
the victims of violence during the unrest of last year, an 
official statement said. The Chief Minister had also dis-
bursed financial assistance among two groups of such 
pellet victims in the month of September this year, the 
statement said. Last month, the Chief Minister directed 
withdrawal of cases against more than four thousand 
youth involved in various cases of law and order nature. 
The step was widely hailed by sections of society.

Forest fire erupts along LoC in 
Poonch 
Jammu, Dec. 5 (PTI): A fire erupted in a forest area 
along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch district, triggering mine blasts in the area, 
police said today. There was no loss of life in the fire or 
due to mine blasts. “There was a forest fire along the 
LoC in Sabra gali, Lanjote in Mendhar belt yesterday as 
a result of which few mines exploded”, a police officer 
said. Forest fires were also reported along the LoC in 
Balakote and Balnoie areas in Poonch. The Army, fire 
bridge officials, forest officials and locals launched an 
operation to extinguish the fire which had spread to 
large areas, he said.

Naxal gunned down by security 
forces in Chhattisgarh 
Raipur, Dec. 5 (PTI): A naxal was today gunned down 
in an exchange of fire with security forces in a dense 
forest in Chhattisgarh’s insurgency-hit Sukma district, 
police said. The skirmish took place in the forests of  
Duled village under Chintalnar police station limits, a 
senior police official told PTI. A joint team of CoBRA 
(commando battalion for resolute action) 201st battalion 
- a CRPF specialised unit, and local police had launched 
the counter-insurgency operation in the jungles of Chin-
talnar, around 500 kms away from here, he said. After the 
firing stopped, the security forces recovered the body of  
a Maoist along with one muzzle-loading gun, the official 
said adding that further details are awaited.

Bail plea of five alleged gangsters 
rejected 
Greater Noida, Dec. 5 (PTI): A district court today 
turned down the bail please of a five alleged gangsters. 
“The district gangster court has rejected the bail ap-
plications of five gangsters in different cases yesterday. 
All of  them belonged to different gangs involved in 
crime at different police stations. The court observed 
that it is not in public interest as they may terrorise wit-
nesses and create further terror among the residents,” 
Lalit Mudgal, Senior Prosecution Officer said today. 
One of the persons was Sahib Singh who faces a case 
registered against him at Expressway police station 
while the second of these was Rahul, allegedly involved 
in cases registered at Surajpur and Bisrakh police sta-
tions, it is learnt. The third person whose bail plea was 
rejected was Hari Kishan involved in a case registered 
at Dankaur police station. The fourth was Pawan and 
the fifth as Aakash. PTI CORR

SC to commence hearing on 
Ayodhya title suit on February 8 

Will continue fighting against undemocratic 
style of functioning — Sharad Yadav

India, China to strengthen bilateral trade, investment

2G spectrum scam: Final 
judgment on December 21 

UP civic polls: SP says BJP won 
from places where EVMs were used 

Akash missile tested with 
indigenous radio frequency seeker

HC stays trial in Junaid 
killing case, issues notice

Sharad Yadav (Fili Photo)

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (IANS) : 
Giving a new twist to the Ram 
Janmabhoomi dispute, the Sunni 
Waqf  Board on Tuesday urged 
the Supreme Court to defer hear-
ing in the Ayodhya title suit till 
July 2019 when the next Lok 
Sabha elections will be over, but 
the top court brushed aside the 
plea and fixed February 8, 2018 
for commencing final hearing in 
the case.

As the bench of  Chief  Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and Justice S. Abdul 
Nazeer began hearing the matter 
on Tuesday, senior counsel Kapil 
Sibal, Rajiv Dhavan and Dushy-
ant Dave urged the court not to 
go ahead with the hearing which 
would have repercussions for the 
country’s polity.

“The court should not hear 
the matter which has repercus-
sions on the polity of  the coun-
try,” Sibal, who appeared for the 
Waqf  Board, urged the court to 
have the hearing in July 2019, 
suggesting that it would have a 
bearing on 2019 general elections.

Senior counsel Harish Salve 

countered Sibal. He told the 
bench that whatever the reper-
cussion outside the court was not 
the court’s lookout. As far as the 
court was concerned, it was “just 
a case” like any other case before 
it, he stressed.

Urging the bench to com-
mence hearings in December 
itself, Salve took exception that 
“it is being presumed which way 
the verdict will go... You have it 
(hearing) in December”.

Salve appeared for one of  the 
petitioners seeking an early hear-
ing on the petitions challenging 
the 2010 Allahabad High Court 
verdict, which was stayed by the 
top court on May 9, 2011, which 
had described the High Court 
verdict that had divided the dis-
puted Babri Masjid site between 
the Nirmohi Akhara, Lord Ram 
deity and the Sunni Waqf  Board 
as “strange and surprising”.

Referring to a statement by 
a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader that the matter would 
be listed and decided in three 
months, Sibal said that “justice 
should not only be done but also 

appear to have been done”.
Dave, also seeking that the 

hearing takes place after the 2019 
elections, wondered what was the 
“hurry”. He told the bench that 
the government was keen that the 
Supreme Court heard the appeals 
early because Ram temple was 
part of  the ruling party’s mani-
festo. He urged the court not to 
fall into their trap, a point also 
reiterated by Sibal.

According to Dave, the issue 
tears into the secular, democratic 
fabric of  the country. He joined 
senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan in 
urging the bench that the matter 
should be heard by a five-judge 
constitution bench.

Sibal also raised the issue 
of  paucity of  time in preparing 
the case that involves relying on 
more than 19,000 documents, a 
position also supported by Dha-
van, who said the hearing would 
involve making their submissions 
and also “honestly” responding 
to the queries from the bench.

Telling the bench that hearing 
would take long and would not be 
completed till October next year 

when Chief  Justice Misra retires, 
Dhavan along with Sibal pushed 
for deferring the hearing till July 
2019.

As Justice Bhushan did not 
appreciate the submission that 
hearing would not be completed 
within the tenure of  the Chief  
Justice Misra, Dhavan regretted 
his submission.

Having ordered that the hear-
ing would commence on Feb-
ruary 8, the court on Tuesday 
directed its registry to inform the 
bench by mid-January whether 
all the requirements of  filing of  
pleading and documents had 
been completed for appropriate 
orders on the administrative side.

After rejecting the submis-
sion on postponing the hearing 
till 2019, including hearing by 
a constitution bench, the court 
asked senior counsel C.S. Vaidy-
anathan, appearing for deity Ram 
Lala, to give introduction of  the 
dispute before the court.

At this point of  time when 
Sibal, Dhavan and Dave were 
about to leave, Salve took a dig at 
them over their approach.

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  5 
(IANS): Janata Dal-Unit-
ed (JD-U) leader Sharad 
Yadav on Tuesday vowed 
t o  c o n t i nu e  f i g h t i n g 
against the undemocratic 
style of  functioning to 
save democracy a day 
after he was disqualified 
from the Rajya Sabha.

“I  am disqual i f ied 
from the Rajya Sabha as 
the ‘mahagathbandan’ 
which was formed to de-
feat the NDA in Bihar 
and after 18 months to 

break it and joining NDA 
to remain in power and 
if  to speak against this 
undemocratic style is my 
fault I will continue to 
fight to save democracy,” 
Yadav tweeted.

Speaking to IANS, 
Yadav confirmed that a 
notice was served to him 
here on Monday night.

“I was informed by 
my wife that a notice has 
served at around 10 p.m.”

He said since the no-
tice was over 15 pages, he 

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (IANS): On 
a day the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP) 
marked world’s first “Smog 
Day”, to remember those who 
died due to air pollution, Delhi-
NCR’s air quality dipped to 
“severe” on Tuesday afternoon.

While the observance of  this 
day - December 5 - is inspired 
from the first day of  the lethal 
smog that hit London in 1952 
and which led to Britain’s Clean 
Air Act, UNEP said that “esti-
mated 18,000 people die every 
day worldwide as a result of  air 
pollution”. 

“Today is the first interna-
tional #SmogDay, a moment 
to remember all of  the people 
who have died prematurely, and 
avoidably, because of  air pollu-
tion. #BeatPollution,” the US 
agency said in a tweet.

Growing as an initiative to 
share the experiences of  people 
living in London and New Del-
hi, the UNEP points out that 
each of  us will breath about 250 
million litres of  air in lifetime 
“no matter where we live and 
how polluted the air is”.

“On the worst day of  the 
Battle of  the Somme in 1916 
during the First World War, 
20,000 Brit ish soldiers are 
thought to have died. Yet, an es-
timated 18,000 people die every 
day worldwide as a result of  air 
pollution,” said a report under 
a UNEP campaign -- “clear-
ing the air - a tale of  two cities 
(Delhi and London)”.

Meanwhile the air quality of  
Delhi and NCR deteriorated to 
“severe”, with major pollutant 
PM2.5 or particles with diam-
eter less than 2.5 micrometeres 

ranging over 10 times the safe 
value across 21 monitoring sta-
tions in the region at 4 p.m.

Of  those 21 regions, five 
regions across Delhi-NCR saw 
an “emergency or severe plus” 
air quality, five other regions fell 
under “severe” category while 
the remaining 11 regions saw a 
“very poor” overall air quality.

Air pollution is responsible 
for 6.5 million premature deaths 
globally every year according to 
the World Health Organisation. 
There were nearly 1.1 million 
early deaths in India in 2015 
due to air pollution. 

“This is a global crisis, with 
80 percent of  urban dwellers 
breathing air that does not meet 
WHO health standards,” said 
a statement from “C40 CIT-
IES” -- an alliance of  over 90 
of  the world’s greatest cities 

calling urgent action on cli-
mate change and air pollution.  
Six Indian cities - Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Delhi, Jaipur, Kolkata 
and Mumbai - are members of  
C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group.

Meanwhile, London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan who is currently in 
Delhi as the Vice Chair on the 
C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group, on Tuesday announced 
“a new air quality partnership 
between London and Bengalu-
ru”.

“I’m proud today to an-
nounce London and Bengaluru 
will be leading a new air quality 
partnership. We hope to work 
with key cities across the world 
and in India, including with our 
good friends here in Delhi,” said 
Khan, who had earlier this year 
called for a new Clean Air Act.

Aiming to control air pollu-
tion, Clean Air Act was passed 
in 1956 by the British parlia-
ment after its 1952 smog situa-
tion killed 9000 people.

In India following the 2016 
post Diwali smog situation, the 
Union Environment Ministry 
notified Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) under the 
Supreme Court appointed En-
vironment Pollution Control 
Authority. 

The GRAP applies preven-
tive measures based on the 
severity of  air quality and the 
“severe and emergency” level 
measures were for the first time 
applied this November after 
the Delhi-NCR faced an envi-
ronment emergency situation 
mostly due to emissions from 
stubble burning in the neigh-
bouring states.

would comment on it later 
on Tuesday.

O n  M o n d ay,  Vi c e 
President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu, who is also the 
Rajya Sabha Chairman, 
disqualified Yadav and 
Ali Anwar as members of  
the upper house of  Parlia-
ment.

The action comes in 
the wake of  a petition 
filed by the Bihar Chief  
Minister Nitish Kumar-
led JD-U faction seeking 
Yadav and Ansari’s dis-
qualification.

Yadav, Ansari and a 
section of  the JD-U fell 
out with Nitish Kumar 
after the latter broke away 
from the “mahagathband-
han” (Grand Alliance) 
with the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal and the Congress to 
re-align with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party earlier 
this year.

Last month, the Elec-
tion Commission ruled 
that the Nitish Kumar-led 
faction was the real party 
and also allowed it to use 
the arrow symbol.

Beijing, Dec. 5 (IANS): 
India and China on Tues-
day agreed to strengthen bi-
lateral cooperation in trade 
and investment, and to seek 
opportunities to promote 
Chinese investments in the 
Indian economy.

The two countries also 
exchanged views on poli-
cies and measures to ad-
dress the challenges for at-
taining sustainable growth, 
and held in-depth discus-
sions on sharing experienc-
es and best practices in the 

areas of  electric mobility, 
clean energy, higher educa-
tion and Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs). 

The issues came up for 
discussion during the third 
edition of  the DRC-NITI 
Aayog Dialogue between 
India’s NITI Aayog and 
China’s Development Re-
search Council, held in 
Beijing. 

The meeting was co-
chaired by NITI Aayog 
Vice Chairman Rajiv Ku-
mar and DRC President 

Li Wei. 
During the meeting, 

the two sides agreed that 
amid global uncertainty 
and weak global growth, 
“the two large and rapidly 
growing developing coun-
tries had a major stake in 
the path that the global 
economy is likely to take in 
coming years”.

“The DRC-NITI Di-
alogue provides an im-
portant platform for both 
sides to discuss key macro-
economic issues impacting 

both countries and areas of  
mutual interest. 

“The third dialogue 
enabled an in-depth inter-
action between the two 
delegations on the world 
economic prospects, India-
China economic coopera-
tion and practices for sus-
tainable growth,” said a 
statement from the NITI 
Aayog. 

The two sides also 
agreed that the fourth NITI 
Aayog-DRC Dialogue will 
be held in India next year.

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (IANS):The 
much-awaited judgment in the al-
leged multi-thousand crore rupees 
2G spectrum scandal will be de-
livered by a special court here on 
December 21.

“I have perused the files (related 
to the case) and will pronounce judg-
ment on December 21 at 10.30 a.m.,” 
said Special Judge O.P. Saini, who 
has been hearing two separate cases 
related to 2G spectrum allocation 
and concluded final arguments on 
April 26, in his brief order on Tues-
day. The scam on the issuance of  
licences and allocation of 2G spec-
trum by the Department of Telecom 
occurred during the Congress-led 
UPA government’s first tenure in 
2008 but was widely reported in 2010 
following a report by the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of  India 
(CAG),

The CAG had said 2G licenses 
were issued to telecom operators 
at throwaway prices causing a loss 

of  Rs 1.76 lakh crore to the ex-
chequer. It said licences were is-
sued to ineligible applicants who 
had deliberately suppressed facts, 
disclosed incomplete information, 
submitted fictitious documents and 
used fraudulent means to get access 
to spectrum. 

Then Telecom Minister A. Raja 
of the DMK -- a constituent of the 
ruling UPA -- became the face of  
the scam amid allegations that he 
bent the rules of auction to benefit 
a few and selective telecom players. 
Among others accused of complic-
ity in the scam are DMK Rajya 
Sabha member Kanimozhi and party 
supremo M. Karunanidhi’s wife 
Dayalu Ammal. While Raja said he 
has faith in the judiciary, Kanimozhi 
remarked “let us see”. They were 
present in the court when Judge Saini 
announced the date of judgment.

All the accused are out on bail. 
The court on Tuesday ordered all 
the accused to be present on the day 

of the final verdict when it will also 
deliver its judgment in the 2G case 
against Essar and Loop.

According to the CBI, Raja was 
biased in allocating 2G mobile air 
waves and operating licences to tel-
ecom firms, causing a huge loss to 
the state exchequer. A chargesheet 
said Rs 200 crore were transferred 
from DB Group to Kalaignar TV 
as kickbacks in lieu of  allocation 
of 2G spectrum to Swan Telecom 
Pvt Ltd.

The Enforcement Directorate 
has filed a separate case related to 
money laundering, alleging that a 
conspiracy was hatched by Raja, 
Kanimozhi, Ammal and others and 
that Rs 200 crore were the proceeds 
of  the crime. The CBI has alleged 
that the promoters of  the Essar 
Group were the real investors and 
beneficiaries of the spectrum and li-
cences were issued to Loop Telecom, 
a front company of Essar to acquire 
2G licences and spectrum in 2008.

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (PTI): Alleging 
that the electronic voting machines 
(EVMs) used in the just-concluded 
Uttar Pradesh civic elections were 
rigged, the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
today claimed that the BJP won from 
only those places where the EVMs 
were used and performed poorly 
when it came to ballot papers.

SP chief  general secretary Ram 
Gopal Yadav also said the use of voter-
verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) 
machines, along with EVMs, would 
enhance the confidence of the political 
parties as well as the candidates in the 
poll procedure.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Yadav pointed out that while the 
BJP won 14 of  the 16 mayoral posts 
in the civic polls, the ruling party did 
poorly in the nagar panchayat and 
nagar palika parishad elections.

“The BJP won (in the civic polls) 
only at those places where EVMs 
were used...votes cast in the EVMs 
in favour of  the candidates of  the 
political parties were transferred to 
the independents,” he alleged.

Referring to statistics, Yadav said 
while the saffron party got a 43 per 
cent vote share in the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly polls earlier this year, it 

went down to 30 per cent in the civic 
polls.

Responding to a question on why 
arch rivals the SP and the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) did not join hands 
to defeat the saffron party in the elec-
tions, he said, “Let the time come...it 
is too early to say anything.” 

While the BJP won 68 of  the top 
posts in the nagar parishads, the SP 
won 45, BSP 29 and 43 posts were 
won by Independent candidates.

Of  the top posts in the nagar 
panchayats, the BJP won 100, while 
the SP won 83 and BSP 45. The in-
dependents won 181 of  these posts.

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  5 
(IANS): Surface-to-air mis-
sile Akash was successfully 
test fired on Tuesday with 
an indigenous radio fre-
quency seeker, an official 
said.

The missile was suc-
cessfully launched from 
the Launch Complex-III 
at Integrated Test Range 
at Chandipur in Odisha 
around 1.40 p.m.“The ra-
dars, telemetry and electro-
optical systems along the 
coast have tracked and 
monitored all the health 
parameters of  the missile,” 
said a statement.

This is the first surface-
to-air missile with indig-
enous seeker that has been 
test fired.

“With this success, In-

dia has achieved the capa-
bility of  making any type 
of  surface-to-air missile,” 
the statement said.

The launch operations 
were witnessed by the Di-
rector General (Missiles) in 
the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and Scientific Ad-
viser to Defence Minister, 
G. Satheesh Reddy; Direc-
tor of  Defence Research 
and Development Labo-
ratory (DRDL), M.S.R. 
Prasad; Programme Di-
rector G. Chandra Mouli; 
Director Integrated Test 
Range (ITR) B.K. Das and 
other top DRDO scientists.

This missile is being in-
ducted into Army as Short 
Range Surface to Air Mis-
sile (SRSAM).

C h a n d i g a r h ,  D e c .  5 
(IANS): The Punjab and 
Haryana High Court on 
Tuesday stayed trial court 
proceedings in the case of  
teenager Junaid Khan, who 
was stabbed to death in a 
train in Haryana’s Faridabad 
district in June.

A Division Bench com-
prising Justices Mahesh 
Grover and Raj Shekhar At-
tri issued notice of  motion 
to the Haryana government 
and the Central Bureau of  
Investigation on the plea by 
Junaid’s family for a stay on 
the trial and a CBI probe.

Junaid, 16, was fatally 
stabbed following an argu-
ment over seats in a train, 
triggering nationwide out-
rage. The trial in the case 
was going on in a Faridabad 
court.

Junaid’s father Jalalud-
din challenged a November 
27 order of  a single judge 

of  the High Court,  who 
dismissed the plea for a CBI 
probe by saying there was 
no evidence to show that the 
Haryana Police probe was 
flawed.

Jalaluddin had filed the 
petition on October 26.

After Eid shopping in 
Delhi on June 22, Junaid 
and his  cousin brothers 
Hasim Moin and Shakir 
Moin had boarded the EMU 
train moving from Ghazia-
bad to Mathura. 

The accused, along with 
around a dozen other per-
sons, boarded the train at 
Okhla and ordered Junaid 
and his brothers to vacate 
their seats. 

When they refused, the 
accused brutally beat up 
the three and stabbed them 
and dumped them at Asaoti 
railway station in Palwal 
district. The police made five 
arrests in the case.
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US Supreme Court allows Trump’s 
travel ban to take full effect 

16-year-old Syrian wins 
Children’s Peace Prize 2017 

Belgium to decide on 
extradition of Catalan 
leader in ten days

Iraqis living under a black sky, says report 

Israel launches fresh missile 
attack on Syrian military base

Musharraf: Open to forming 
political alliance with LeT, JuD 

IANS

IANS

Washington, Dec .5 (PTI):  In a sig-
nificant victory for President Donald 
Trump, the US Supreme Court has 
backed his controversial travel ban 
targeting people from six Muslim- 
majority countries, allowing its im-
mediate enforcement.

The travel ban is the third version 
of a contentious policy that Trump 
first sought to implement a week 
after taking office in January.

As a result of  the 7-2 vote by 
the Supreme Court, Trump’s travel 
ban, which restricts travel to the US 
by people from Iran, Libya, Syria, 
Yemen, Somalia and Chad without 
bona fide connections to America, 
can take full effect while legal chal-
lenges proceed.

Seven of  the nine judges lifted 
restrictions on the travel ban im-
posed by other courts earlier. Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor said they would 
have denied the government’s re-
quest.

The court gave no reason for its 
decision, but said it expected lower 
court review of the executive orders 
to proceed quickly.

“Multiple government agencies 
have conducted a comprehensive, 

worldwide review of  the informa-
tion shared by foreign governments 
that is used to screen aliens seeking 
entry to the US,” US Solicitor Gen-
eral Noel Francisco argued in court 
papers.

“We are not surprised by today’s 
Supreme Court decision permitting 
immediate enforcement of the Presi-
dent’s proclamation limiting travel 
from countries presenting height-
ened risks of  terrorism,” White 
House spokesman Hogan Gidley 
said after the order.

The Supreme Court order is a 
significant win for the Trump ad-
ministration, which has fought all 
year to impose a travel ban against 
citizens of several Muslim-majority 
countries. The order means it can 
be enforced while challenges to the 
policy make their way through the 
legal system, US media reported.

The Trump administration has 
maintained that the President has 
the authority to install travel bans 
in order to protect national security 
and protect the country from terror 
attacks.

Trump’s travel ban was chal-
lenged by Hawaii and American 
Civil Liberties Union in separate 

lawsuits. They argued that such a 
ban discriminated against Muslims.

“It is difficult to conceive of  a 
more flagrant example of  discrim-
ination because of  nationality,” 
said Indian- American attorney 
Neal Katyal, who appeared for 
Hawaii.

New York Immigration Coali-
tion Executive Director Steven Choi 
said it was entirely unacceptable and 
un-American to discriminate against 
people based on race or religion.

“Allowing the full enforcement 
of  the Muslim ban will not make 
this country safer or greater. Nearly 
a year after we rallied at JFK in 
response to the first Muslim ban, we 
will continue to fight Trump’s plan 
to turn bigotry into policy and resist 
this latest assault on our liberties just 
as we have every day since Trump 
took office,” Choi said.

Michael S Glassner, executive 
director of  Donald J Trump for 
President campaign committee, 
welcomed the decision.

“From June 16, 2015 to this 
day, President Trump’s immigration 
policies have always been about one 
thing: keeping Americans safe from 
people who seek to do us harm and 

attack our freedoms,” he said.
“As promised, the President di-

rected his administration to conduct 
a thorough and appropriate review 
of immigration vetting procedures, 
in place under the previous admin-
istration, to ensure that terrorist 
attacks do not occur on American 
soil,” he said.

“Now that the Supreme Court 
has ordered the lifting of  restric-
tions on this ban, minimum security 
standards for entry into the US can 
be enforced,” he added.

All Americans should take heart 
that President Trump is fully com-
mitted to Making America Safe 
Again, and will continue the fight to 
ensure their safety no matter what, 
Glassner said.

Omar Jadwat, director of  the 
ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights Project, 
said that it was unfortunate that the 
full ban can move forward for now.

“This order does not address the 
merits of our claims. We continue to 
stand for freedom, equality, and for 
those who are unfairly being sepa-
rated from their loved ones. We will 
be arguing Friday in the Fourth Cir-
cuit that the ban should ultimately be 
struck down,” Jadwat said.

T h e  H a g u e,  D e c .  5 
(IANS):  Sixteen-year-
old Mohamad Al Jounde 
from Syria was awarded 
the International Chil-
dren’s Peace Prize here on 
Monday for his efforts to 
ensure the rights of  Syrian 
refugee children.

Al Jounde, a refugee 
of  the Syrian civil war, set 
up a school together with 
his family in a Lebanese 
refugee camp that current-
ly provides 200 children 
with eduction, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

“School is not only a 

place where you can learn 
how to write and read, 
it is also a place where 
you can make friends and 
memories, learn about 
new people and teach oth-
er people about yourself. 

School is a place where 
you can become who you 
are, where you can ex-
press yourself  freely and 
discuss your ideas with 
your peers and teachers,” 
he was quoted as saying.

Al Jounde received 
the prize from Malala 
Yousafzai, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 

Islamabad, Dec. 5 (IANS):  
Days after declaring himself  
the “biggest supporter” of  
the outlawed Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), former Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf has 
said that he is open to form-
ing a political alliance with 
the militant organisation 
Jamaat-ud-Dawa and its 
chief Hafiz Saeed.

“If  it is meant to be, it 
will be,” Musharraf said in 
an interview on Aaj News.

“There have been no 
talks yet, but if  they want 
to be included in the alli-
ance, by all means, I will 
welcome them,” the former 
Pakistan Army chief  said, 
referring to his recently an-
nounced 23-party “grand 
alliance”.

Musharraf  had earlier 
said: “I am the biggest sup-
porter of  LeT and I know 
they like me and JuD also 
likes me.” He had also ex-
pressed his liking for Saeed, 
blamed for the 2008 Mum-
bai terror attack. 

Asked about the pos-
sible international reper-
cussions his statements in 
favour of  the proscribed 
group could have for the 
country, Musharraf  said: 
“This is our country (...) we 
are aware of  the internal 
situation in the country, the 
people in it and if  they are 

good or bad.”
“I spoke about Hafiz 

Saeed and I will say it 
proudly that LeT and JuD 
are both very good organi-
sations of  Pakistan,” he 
said.

“In 2005, I saw that they 
were the best engineers. 
They did the best work at 
the time of the earthquake 
(in Islamabad). They are 
not in favour of  Al Qaeda 
or the Taliban. Why are we 
pushing them to the wall?”

“They are not terrorists 
and we should tell (this to) 

America and the world,” 
Musharraf said.

He added that Saeed 
should be given credit for 
employing his followers in 
welfare organisations and 
preventing them from “tak-
ing up weapons and joining 
the Taliban”.

Musharraf ’s recent 
comments in favour of LeT 
and JuD come in the wake 
of  Saeed’s release from 
house arrest on November 
24. Saeed has a $10 million 
US bounty on his head for 
his role in terror activities.

Damascus, Dec. 5 (IANS):  Israel launched 
a missile attack against a Syrian military base 
in the countryside of the capital Damascus 
late on Monday, the state news agency 
SANA reported.

The Syrian air defenses responded to the 
attack, destroying three of six missiles target-
ing the military base in the town of Jamraya, 
some 8 km northwest of Damascus, Xinhua 
cited the report as saying. People in Damas-
cus heard the powerful sound of explosions 
at the time of the airstrikes near midnight.

The military research centre in Jamraya 
was hit by Israeli jets on May 5, 2013. At the 

time the Israelis said they struck Hezbollah-
bound missiles in that base.

Also, the attack comes just two days after 
Israel stuck another military base in the town 
of Kisweh in the southwestern countryside 
of Damascus. At that time, the army was 
said to have destroyed two missiles while the 
rest hit the base, causing damages.

Israeli officials have said several times 
that they would not accept any Iranian influ-
ence near their borders.

The Syrian government has repeatedly 
accused Israel of aiding the rebels near the 
Golan Heights.

for her work for children’s 
rights. 

Yousafzai  won the 
International Children’s 
Peace Prize in 2013, for 
her activist work in educa-
tion, particularly for girls.

“As Mohamad knows, 
Syria’s future depends on 
its children. And their 
future depends on edu-
cation. Despite all they 
have personally suffered, 
Mohamad and his family 
have helped many chil-
dren go to school,” she 
said.

Worldwide, there are 
currently 28 million dis-
placed children and the 
Syrian civil war alone has 
led to 2.5 million child 
refugees, most of  whom 
have poor or no access to 
education, she added.

S i n c e  2 0 0 5 ,  K i d -
sRights, the foundation 
committed to defending 
children’s rights world-
wide, annually awards the 
International Children’s 
Peace Prize to a child 
whose actions have made 
a difference in improving 
children’s rights, which 
helps children worldwide.

Brussels, Dec. 5 (IANS):  
A Belgian judge will decide 
on Decemebr 14 if  Catalan 
leader Carles Puigdemont 
and four councilors, who 
are living in exile here, are 
to be extradited.

According to Xinhua, 
the magistrate has heard 
the legal arguments from 
both sides, but will not 
make any decisions within 
10 days, the lawyers of  the 
five Spanish leaders an-
nounced on Monday at the 
end of  the hearing at the 
Brussels Palace of  Justice.

The Brussels prosecu-
tor’s office again demand-
ed on Monday that the five 
warrants be enforced. 

The defense has argued 
that the offenses against 
the defendants are not 
punishable in Belgium and 
that there is a danger that 
their human rights would 
be violated in Spain.

The five warrants were 
issued on November 3 in-
volving charges of  “rebel-
lion, sedition, embezzle-
ment of  public funds, and 

disobedience to authority,” 
which are liable to up to 
30 years imprisonment in 
Spain. 

The Brussels Public 
Prosecutor’s Office re-
quested the European ar-
rest warrants issued by 
Spain against former Cata-
lan President Puigdemont 
and his four former coun-
cilors be carried out on 
Nov. 17.

These  event s  took 
place in the aftermath of  
an independence referen-
dum held in Catalonia on 
October 1 that the Span-
ish authorities declared 
illegal.

The prosecution, as 
well as those being pros-
ecuted, have the right to 
appeal the final decision.

All five of  the accused 
had presented themselves 
on November 5 to the fed-
eral judicial police in Brus-
sels and had been deprived 
of  their liberty. The inves-
tigating judge had decided 
to place them under house 
arrest.

Nairobi, Dec. 5 (IANS):  
Conflict in Iraq has left a 
toxic trail of  destruction, 
which could have severe 
health consequences for 
communities and recon-
struction efforts, a new 
report said on Tuesday. 
Iraqi are pleading for rapid 
remediation efforts to clean 
up the oil pollution and 
support for health moni-
toring.

Months of  burning oil 
wells resulted in a black-
ened landscape, while in 
other places, large oil spills 
polluted agricultural lands 
and rivers, said report “Liv-
ing under a black sky” by 
PAX.

The report also identi-
fied a sharp increase of  
hazardous artisanal oil 
refining, with more than 
1,600 small refineries at 20 

locations in northern Iraq.
Part of  the research 

included a survey among 
Iraqi civilians living in Qay-
yarah, an oil town near 
Mosul where oil wells were 
deliberately set on fire by 
retreating Islamic State 
fighters. Some of  the wells 
burned for more than eight 
months.

The report was released 
at the UN Environment 
Assembly here, where 
states are discussion a new 
resolution on conflict pol-
lution prevention in areas 
affected by armed conflict.

Local people expressed 
severe concerns over their 
health and well-being after 
living under the noxious 
clouds that affected their 
living environment, soil, 
water sources and live-
stock.

For the last three years, 
PAX has monitored the on-
going fighting in Iraq using 
open-source methods, and 
local partners in Iraq, UN 
institutions and humanitar-
ian organisations, to collect 
data on potential environ-
mental hotspots.

Widespread damage to 
urban areas, including Mo-
sul, generated millions of  
tons of  rubble often mixed 
with hazardous materials, 
while targeted critical in-
frastructure such as power 
plants and sewage systems 
can have detrimental envi-
ronmental health risks.

Attacks by the Islam-
ic State on oil facilities 
around Kirkuk and Baiji 
also resulted in many oil 
spills in the Tigris river, and 
flowed over large swathes 
of  agricultural lands.
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Quentin Tarantino developing ‘Star Trek’ movie with J J Abrams
Filmmaker Quentin Tarantino is planning to develop a “Star Trek” movie with producer 
JJ Abrams. The Oscar-winning filmmaker has “a great idea” for the next instalment of 
the sci-fi movie series, and has shared the idea with Abrams, who himself is currently 
busy preparing for “Star Wars Episode IX”, reports deadline.com. Tarantino and Abrams 
are in the process of setting up a writers’ room. If the script is approved by both par-
ties, Tarantino may direct the potential project, with Abrams attached to produce. Taran-
tino, 54, is currently working on getting a distributor for an untitled Manson Family 
murders project. The untitled ‘Star Trek project’ will probably be the last for Tarantino, 
who confirmed early last month that he’s retiring after his tenth movie. 

EM Images/ Caisü Mao
A band performs at the Hornbill Interna onal Rock Contest at Agri Expo, Dimapur, Nagaland on Tuesday, December 5 2017. 

EM Images
Temjen Toy speaking at the inaugural of Glocal Hornbill interna onal film fes val.  

Hornbill International Rock 
Contest 2017 kick-starts

Glocal Hornbill international film festival launched

Naga Chef Season 5 Contestants declared

T
he much awaited Hornbill 
International Rock 
Contest 2017 finally com-
menced at the Agri Expo 
grounds on Dec 5 with 

seven bands out of the 23 that were 
selected from across the country, 
belted out covers and originals to vie 
for the grand prize of INR 10 lac.

The HIRC is one of the most 
integral part of the Hornbill Festival, 
and even though the sudden change 
in venue (from Kohima to Dimapur) 
was thought to be a bold and risky 
move by many, the HIRC open-
ing did not seem to disappoint the 

crowd. 
The line up’s for the first day of  

the preliminary rounds were: Perfect 
Stick Figure Illustrations (Gang-
tok), Radio City (Kohima), Seed 
of Changes (Bengaluru), Radical 
Change (Mirik, Darjeeling), Avora 
Records (Aizawl), Trivial (Guwaha-
ti), and The Great Decade (Mokok-
chung).

Panel of judges for the competi-
tion are Soumini Sridhara Paul, Vice 
President, Artist Aloud (Hungama 
Media Pvt. Ltd), Uday Benegal, 
frontman of Indus Creed and Mha-
seve Tetseo (Tetseo Sisters, Rattle and 

Hum Band and Gear Men Dudes). 
The judges will be tight lipped about 
their decision as to which bands have 
advanced to the finals and the list 
will only be declared on Dec 7.

During the finals on Dec 8, 
spectators will witness nine bands 
fighting for the crown of this year’s 
HIRC.

The headlining act for the final 
competition on 8 will be last year’s 
winner, SNF. This year the first 
runners up and second runners up 
will win INR 5 lacs and INR 3.5 lacs 
respectively.

Eastern Mirror Desk

W
ith an aim to pro-
mote film makers 
in Nagaland and 
bring the global 
and the local 

in one platform, Glocal Hornbill 
international film festival organized 
by department of  Information & 
Public Relations and Eastern Art 
Council got underway at the Herit-
age Bungalow, Kohima on Tuesday 
evening.

To promote the love of  films, 
short films from North America and 
Nagaland were being screened in 
the two day event that commenced 
on Tuesday evening.

Temjen Toy, additional chief  
secretary and finance commissioner 
inaugurated the film festival and in 
his short speech, he said films are 
the most powerful mediums where 
a story can be told and where emo-
tions can be expressed.

He said in Nagaland, film 
making is at the nascent stage but 
encouraging the young talents, Toy 
said Naga narrative have to be taken 
out to tell the story to the rest of  the 
world and maintained that Nagas 
have the potentiality and resource.
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Shiumai Phom is a 24 year old Bakery and Pastry Chef  who has been working in Oberoi 
Grand Kolkata for 2 years. Since childhood, her passion was cooking, so her parents encour-
aged her to pursue her love for food. She did her B.Sc. in Hotel Management from The Global 
Open University, Nagaland (TGOUN). Coming to Naga Chef  is a priceless experience as she is 
getting to learn a lot about Naga cuisine through the preparation of  dishes by using indigenous 
ingredients. Promoting Naga Food is what she wants to do in future and participating in Naga 
Chef  is the best thing she has done for herself  till date.

Khrusatolu Chuzho is a passionate cook from Kohima whose best inspirations are her mom 
and grandmother. According to her, cooking a meal is one of  the most personal and intimate 
things one can do for someone. She is participating in Naga Chef  to get some ideas, ingredi-
ents and recipes about the Naga Cuisine. Also, the competition is giving her an opportunity to 
test her culinary skills, enabling her to be creative and serving as the right platform to brain-
storm and create a new dish every day. God willing, she wishes to open an authentic Naga 
restaurant soon.

Rokokhono Rhutso Nyekha is a 
homemaker, a wife and a mother to 
a 13 year old son, RokokhonoRhutso 
Nyekha is an extrovert who can inter-
act well with any type of  person. Her 
inspirations are her dad, who taught 
her to cook and her mom, the judge 
for her cooking skills. She dreams of  
being an independent woman and sees 
a scope by indulging in her passion i.e. 
cooking through eatery business.

Hoinali Jakhalu is 28 years old 
and a mother of a 6 year old son. 
An ardent food lover, cooking is 
her passion. She decided to partici-
pate in Naga Chef to enhance her 
culinary skills for her career. Her 
dream is to see her son become a 
successful chef in the future. 

Yuhgang Konyak is 23 years and is cur-
rently working as a chef  at D,Cafe-Bae, 
Dimapur, Nagaland. He has been in the 
Hospitality industry for the past 5 years 
and he loves cooking and interacting 
with people. Five years from now, he sees 
himself  owning a restaurant that serves 
Naga, Indian and Chinese cuisines. 

Nisi Chase is a 14 year old student 
from Dimapur, Nagaland. She 
loves cooking and watching cook-
ing shows like Hell’s Kitchen, 
Master Chef, and My Kitchen 
Rules among many others. After 
finishing her 12th Standard, she 
would like to join a cooking school. 
She started cooking at the age of  
9 and wants to run a food truck in 
Nagaland one day.

We have financial constraint but 
say we need to overcome it stating 
that start with whatever you have 
and along the way, you will reap 
the hard work citing the example of  
building a house.

He hoped that film festival will 
provide a platform where they can 
learn but also know more about the 
process of  film making through the 
interactions.

Director, IPR, Limawati Ao in 
his address said Nagas are lacking 
behind the facilities but emphasized 
that Nagas don’t lack the talent, he 
said if  they were given the opportu-

nity, they have the potentiality. He 
further encouraged the young movie 
makers to promote Nagaland to the 
rest of  the world.

Dr. Brian W. Bailey also present-
ed a brief  highlight of  the films to be 
screened. The short films screened 
on the first day included Election 
Day 2016, The Snack List, Chap-
man, The Kitchen, Story of  a house, 
Rone and A passage through time.

Altogether, 14 short films and 
documentary will be screened in the 
two day event of  Hornbill interna-
tional film festival.

 Kohima Bureau
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Anglers seen during the two day Hornbill angling compe on at the Doyang reservoir, Wokha which was 
held from Dec. 4 ll the 5th. (DPRO, Wokha)
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A paramedic helps Sri Lankan’s Suranga Lakmal (C) during the fourth day of third test match against India, 
in New Delhi on Tuesday.
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India scent Test victory as 
pollution makes bowlers vomit

Medoyoto and Ngopisa Kotso 
wins indigenous go-carting race

Hornbill angling competition culminates

Nadal to compete in international tourneys, but will take it step by step

New Delhi, Dec. 5 (AFP): 
Sri Lanka were reeling on 
31-3 while chasing a daunt-
ing 410-run victory target 
Tuesday in a pollution-
tainted third Test in New 
Delhi blighted by scenes 
of  bowlers vomiting on the 
ground.

Left-arm spinner Ra-
vindra Jadeja struck twice 
in an over to rattle the 
visitors, who must bat out 
three more sessions to save 
the match and draw the se-
ries with top-ranked India.

Dhanajaya de Silva was 
on 13 and Angelo Mathews 
had yet to open his account 
when bad light stopped 
play at the smoggy Feroz 
Shah Kotla ground.

Fast bowler Moham-
mad Shami dismissed 
opener Sadeera Samara-
wickrama off  a roaring 
bouncer but stopped in 
mid-over to vomit, crouch-
ing down and then gulping 
water.

He went on to complete 
the over but left the field 
shortly afterwards.

In the morning session 
it was Sri Lankan pace-
man Suranga Lakmal who 
threw up twice. He went to 
the dressing room briefly 
but returned to the field, 
bowling 14 overs and tak-
ing one wicket.

Groundsmen rushed in 

to cover the spot with sand 
and sawdust as smog in 
the heavily polluted Indian 
capital took centre stage for 
a fourth day in a row.

A doctor at the stadium 
examined three Sri Lankan 

players and said their vital 
signs were normal.

Skipper Virat Kohli, 
who made 50, declared 
India’s second innings on 
246-5 after Rohit Sharma 
reached his half-century 

in the final session, setting 
the visitors a formidable 
victory target.

No  Tes t  t eam has 
chased down 410 since 
2003, when the West Indies 
defeated Australia after 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Entering the f i f th day 
of  the Hornbill festival, 

a bamboo stilt walking 
competition was organ-
ised by the Department 
of  Youth Resources and 

Sports at the main venue 
of  the festival at Kisama 
on Tuesday.

In the competition, 

Manloi Phom emerged 
as the winner and took 
away the cash price of  
INR. 7000 while Kede-

Madrid, Dec. 5 (IANS): Spanish 
tennis great Rafael Nadal, ranked 
No. 1 in the world, said he intends 
“to play in Abu Dhabi, Brisbane and 
the Australian Open” but empha-
sised that “a month (still) remains” 
and he wants to take things “step by 
step” with his injured knee.

“I didn’t end the season in the 
best way possible ... My knee doesn’t 
have to be better right now, the aim 
is for within a month,” he said on 
Monday at the Telefonica Flagship 
Store, where he presented a virtual 
reality game starring himself -- “VR 
Movistar Nadal” -- with which users 
can train and take part in the Rafa 

Nadal Challenge, reports Efe.
Nadal, who withdrew from the 

last tourney of the season, the Mas-
ters Cup, due to an injury to his right 
knee, said that on Tuesday he will 
resume training and intends “to do 
what’s right to be ready” for the start 
of the new season.

“I ended the season with injuries 
and I need to take the time to recover 
well. That’s why I’ve taken a few 
weeks of rest. I need to get started 
again. I intend to play in Abu Dhabi, 
Brisbane and Australia. That would 
be the ideal situation and I’m going 
to try and make it happen,” said the 
Spaniard, who has just concluded a 

vacation in The Bahamas.
Despite his premature farewell 

at the Masters Cup, Nadal ended 
the season with six titles, including 
two Grand Slam titles -- at Roland 
Garros and the US Open -- climbing 
into the No.1 spot in August, a posi-
tion he was able to maintain until 
the season’s close. “We’re in a totally 
results-oriented world and everyone 
must follow his own path. When 
you feel that you have to do things 
in one way and they don’t go well, 
then you have to make decisions 
right away to correct them. This year, 
I played in 18 tournaments, which is 
not very many,” Nadal said. “Apart 

from the obligatory ones, I played in 
just three: Barcelona, Brisbane and 
Beijing. I played almost only what 
the regular calendar dictated, and 
what happened is that I played many 
matches, and fortunately everything 
went well,” he said. The Spaniard 
also said that Swiss star Roger Feder-
er had had a “fantastic year,” adding 
that he (Nadal) and his team always 
work to reach agreement on what is 
best for his body and his tennis.

Nadal also discussed the Ac-
ademia Rafa Nadal, sponsored 
by Movistar, saying: “It’s a pro-
fessional and vital project and 
more important than my career.                                              

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
Tsuknungakum Jamir was 
crowned as the 1st Hornbill 
International strongest man 
on Dec. 5 at the Kisama 
heritage village, while Vizo-
beilie Punyü was adjudged 
as the runner-up.   

Jamir emerged as the 
winner from among five 
contestants who took part 
in the competition. The 
other participants were 
Sedevizo Keretsü, Vethito 
M. Veyie, Veyikhro Ve-
zuh and Seyieteiso Stanley 
Rutsa.

The strongest man re-
ceived a cash award of INR 
40,000, while the runner-up 
received INR 20,000.

In a separate category, 

Vizobeilie Punyü was also 
crowned as the Hornbill 
international fittest man, 
while Kutho Nyekha was 
adjudged the runner-up.

Even in this category, 
the winner and the run-
ner-up both fetched a cash 
award of  INR 40,000 and 
INR 20,000 respectively.

22 participants took 
part in the championship 
which was held at the am-
phitheatre, Kisama heritage 
village. The participants 
were Hepuni Kajükho, Ru-
kuveto Nakro, Imliyanger 
Aier, Melevo Rose, Kedi 
Thol, Sedevizo Keretsü, 
Okoomen Jamir,  Im-
rongchiba Imchen, Shan-
chothung K. Tungoe, Ketou 
Seyie, Rokongulie Lhoun-

gu, Meguozhü Belho, Hen-
kup Buchem, Nchumthung 
Tungoe, Icusing Iheilung, 
Vekuto Curah, Visasielie 
Zumu, Veyikhro Vezuh, 
Kevilelie Pienyü, Kevimerü 
Ringa and Thepfusabeilie 
Rutsa.

Meanwhile, Hepuni 
Kajükho was crowned as 
Mr. Hornbill 2017. He was 
adjudged as the winner after 
assessing the performance 
of  all the participants who 
took part in the competi-
tions of  the strongest man 
and fittest man competi-
tions.

The day’s championship 
was organised by Zumu 
Gym in collaboration with 
Tourism department, Gov-
ernment of Nagaland.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
The second edition of  In-
digenous Go-Cart Racing, 
a feature of  the ongoing 
annual Hornbill Festival, 
was held in Kohima town 
on Tuesday morning.

The NSF Martyrs’ Me-
morial point marked the 
starting line of  the tradi-
tional open-wooden-wheel 
race and Old MLA Hostel 
Junction was the finish line.  
The event, organised by Go 
Travels Kohima, drew a 
large number of enthusiasts 
and 40 teams participated in 
the competition which was 
flagged off  by Thejakielie 
Zuyie.

Medoyoto Kotso and 
Ngopisa Kotso from Ki-
dima village won the race 
while the second and third 
positions were bagged by 
contenders from Phesama 
village: Kedo and Kelezo, 
and Khriedi Mejura and 
Neilhouvoto Chuse.

The first and second 
place winners were award-
ed two gear bicycles each 
and the third place winners 

Dimapur, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
The two day Hornbill an-
gling competition which 
commenced on Dec. 4 cul-
minated on Dec. 5 at the 
beautiful landscape of Doy-
ang reservoir under Wokha 
district informed a press 
note from DPRO Wokha

The event was held un-
der the aegis of Anglers As-
sociation Nagaland (AAN), 
District Anglers Wokha 
Nagaland (DAWN) and 
sponsored by the Depart-
ment of  Fisheries (GON).  
Anglers from abroad as well 
as from different states of  
India and other district of  
our state converged at the 
site to exhibit their skills, 
patience and luck, vying 
for the biggest catches of  
the day as they know that 
the biggest catch will not 
only be their pride but will 
be walking away with INR. 
50,000 as prize money. 

Deputy Director (Fish-
ery) Neitho Kuotsu, who 
graced the occasion as the 
chief guest, said that fisher-
ies being one of  the most 
valuable and important sec-
tors of  production in the 
state, the value of  fish and 
its by product in the state 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 5 (EMN): 
North Block Warriors and 
Lower Bayavii Giants won 
their respective matches 
and entered the semifinals 
of  the ongoing 5th edition 
of  10-Northern Angami-I 
T20 Bash organised by 
Brotherhood Group at 
Kohima village ground, 
Ziekezou on Tuesday.

North Block Warriors 
beat T. Khel Knights in the 
first match by 23 runs to 
enter semis.

In the match, Warriors 
elected to bat first and set 
up a target of  155/6 in 20 
overs. Renjanthung (48) 
and Sobin (24) was the 
highest scorer for Warriors, 
while Nagaho claimed a 
wicket for Knights.

In reply, Knights were 
short of  23 runs as they 
scored only 132 runs los-
ing nine wickets in 20 
overs. Imli (49) and Vik-
etho (23) contributed the 
highest runs for Knights, 
while Kevihezo took three 
wickets in four overs.  Ren-
janthung was awarded the 
man of  the match for his 
48 runs.

In the second match, 
Lower Bayavu Giants beat 
Keyake Phezoucha Pirates 
by 60 runs.

making 418 runs.
Opener Shikhar Dha-

wan top-scored in India’s 
second innings with 67 on 
an easy wicket. Apart from 
Lakmal, Lahiru Gamage, 
Dilruwan Perera, Lakshan 
Sandakan and Dhananjaya 
de Silva took a wicket each.

Earlier, Sri Lanka were 
dismissed for 373, conced-
ing a 163-run lead to India 
who had declared on 536 
for seven.

But it was the hazard-
ous smog in Delhi that 
again dominated the day.

The US embassy web-
site showed concentra-
tions of  the smallest and 
most harmful particles at 
398 -- 15 times the World 
Health Organization’s safe 
limit. Conditions were even 
worse on Monday.

The Board of  Control 
for Cricket in India said 
late Monday that New 
Delhi could be dropped 
as a venue during winter, 
when pollution across the 
region spikes.

BCCI secretary Am-
itabh Choudhary said ven-
ues would be reconsidered 
“in view of  the situation 
which was encountered in 
the last two to three days”.

“The BCCI has been 
sensitive on the smog and 
fog matter over the years,” 
he added.

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

Tsuknungakum Jamir is 

Bamboo stilt walking race held

North Block Warrior and Lower Bayavii Giants enter semis

Renjanthung of North Block Warriors receiving the MOM award 
from Neisakuolie Belho on Tuesday.

EM Images

Medoyoto Kotso and Ngopisa Kotso from Kidima village at the 
finishing line at Old MLA Hostel Junc on, Kohima on Tuesday.

EM Images

Tsuknungakum Jamir seen during the power li ing round at the first Hornbill interna onal strongest man 
on Dec. 5 at the Kisama heritage village.

EM Images
Par cipants’ in ac on during the bamboo s lt walking compe on at the Kisama heritage village, on Dec. 5.

EM Images

Giants electing to bat 
first scored 165 runs losing 
five wickets in 20 overs. 
Imomenba (46) and Tapitu 
(25) contributed the high-
est runs for Giants, while 
Kisan claimed two wickets 
in four overs.

Pirates were bowled 
out for 101 runs in 19.3 
overs as the bowlers re-
stricted the runs to win the 
match for Giants. Teiso-
vizo took three wickets 
in four overs and Tapitu 
claimed two wickets in 
four overs for Giants.

Teisovizo of  Lower 
Bayavii Giants with three 
wickets and 13 runs was 
adjudged as the man of  
the match.

With the win, Lower 
Bayavii Giants set up the 
semifinal clash against 
North Block Warriors on 
Nov. 7.

Wednesday’s fixture
3rd QF: RS Challengers vs 
Upper Bayavu Sixers at 9 

am
4th QF: P Khel Eagles vs 

Kenuozou Wolves at 12:30 
pm

were awarded two bicycles 
without gear. All the partici-
pating teams also received 
certificates.

Sievituo Solo, organis-
ing member, said the event 

was aimed to promote the 
indigenous game and see 
that the Naga culture is not 
lost. “It is more eco-friendly 
and it does connect us to 
the young memories,” he 

stated, adding, “We look 
forward to promoting more 
indigenous games in fu-
ture”.

For Zavekho Resu, a 
spectator, the race reminded 
him of his childhood days. 
“I still remember my part-
ner, my childhood friend, 
Johne who is always ready 
to push me, but my dad who 
broke my cart with his dao 
because I was too much,” 
he gushed.

Neisavituo Yhoshü, a 
rider, said he decided to par-
ticipate in the event as reg-
istration was free, there was 
no age limit, and the prize 
was fetching. He said a lot 
of  youngsters were usu-
ally addicted to cell phones 
these days which was why 
he feels the youth are losing 
their old traditions.

Another rider, Mhalevo-
lie Viketou was reminiscent 
of  his past when he and 
his friends make the go-
cart themselves. He said 
does not have time to play 
anymore but the event pre-
sented him the opportunity 
to revive his old bonding.   

have increased considerably 
among the local populace, 
and thus has account for 
immense opportunity to 
develop the fisheries sectors 
in the state.

Besides, meeting the 
needs for maturational se-
curity, there is a huge depen-
dence of people of fisheries 
and its tertiary activities for 
their livelihood, generating 
valuable employment and 
uplifting the socio econom-
ic condition of  the rural 
masses.

Neitho Kuotsu, also 

congratulated all the win-
ners in the different catego-
ries of the Hornbill angling 
competition and wish ANN 
and its constituent bodies 
for promoting and conserv-
ing our rich biodiversity.  

On the first day tra-
ditional pole rod angling 
competition, the partici-
pants were allowed to use 
only single pole rod and 
hook for the entire stipu-
lated time and during the 
main event on the second 
day, the participants were 
allowed one rod with two 

hooks to try their luck. The 
winners of  the first day 
are 1st - Rex Moirangthem 
(Manipur), 2nd - Mhonya-
mo E-Rui (Wokha) 3rd – 
Naba Kishwvor (Manipur), 
4th - N.Yanbemo Patton 
(Wokha), 5th – Achum 
Kithan (Dimapur)  

The competition was 
held under three categories, 
Mahseer, pole rod and other 
category. 60 participants 
took part in the main event 
and 50 anglers took part 
in the traditional pole rod 
event.

suyi Swuro, Chakhesang 
bagged the second posi-
tion, Shekivi, Sumi in 3rd 
position and received a 
cash of  Rs. 5000 and Rs. 
3000 respectively.

It may be mentioned 
the game was played to 
determine ability, agility, 
flexibility and technique 
of  the participants.

The stilt bamboo race 
is one of  the most popu-
lar and exciting indig-
enous games among the 
Naga people. The game 
is played and enjoyed by 
most of  the tribes of  Na-
galand. The participants 
competed by walking or 
racing each other on bam-
boo stilts.

12 participants, repre-
senting various tribes of  
Nagaland, took part in the 
competition.
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