
On the left is a stretch of road constructed with ‘German technology’. On the right is the ‘Rs. 45 lakh road’.

Dozhuhu Swuro of Thenyizu village (left) during the traditional fire- 
making competition at Kisama Heritage village on December 3.
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Sumi tribesmen perform a dance on the third day of the Hornbill Festival at the Naga Heritage Village Kisama.
EM Images/Caisii Mao

Merentoshi Jamir speaking during an event to mark International 
Day of People with Disability at Kohima on December 3. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 27° 13°

Gangtok 20° 07°

Guwahati 26° 12°

Imphal 23° 06°

Itanagar 23° 10°

Shillong 19° 04°

Delhi 24° 13°

Kolkata 25° 14°

Chennai 30° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18.3° 8°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 59%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Social Welfare, Meren-
toshi R Jamir on Sunday 
assured that the ‘Nagaland 
Disability Act would be 
put in place soon’ – an an-
nouncement which comes 
in the backdrop of repeated 
campaigns by rights activ-
ists.

While assuring this dur-
ing an event to mark the In-
ternational Day of People 
with Disability at Highland 
Park in Kohima, Jamir in-
formed that said Act is at 
its final stage with the ad-
vocate general of  the state. 
It will be forwarded to the 
state Cabinet for approval 
at the earliest, he informed. 

Speaking as the chief  
guest, Jamir appreciated 
the talents of  the children 
who performed at the event 
and acknowledged the par-
ents and teachers for mak-
ing the children ‘believe 
that they are same as any 
other’. “Disability is not an 
illness,” he asserted. 

He also acknowledged 
the ‘fact that the state has 
come a long way towards 
creating awareness and sen-
sitisation’. However, Jamir 
reminded that the state has 

not achieved even 20% of  
what is needed to be done 
for people with disabilities. 

The legislator was con-
fident that once the Act is 
put in place ‘we will make 
a huge jump in our fight for 
justice’ and further assured 
that his department is com-
mitted to implement the 
Nagaland Disability Act 
and the Ministry’s guide-
lines.

Merangtsungba Aier, 
the Director of  Social 
Welfare department, in 
his address said that the 
department has registered 
more than 29,600 PwDs 
of different categories in 
the state. He also lamented 
the fact that the District 
Disability Rehabilitation 
Centres are not functioning 
‘satisfactorily’, and also the 
absence of inclusive educa-
tion except in 12 schools in 
Kohima. The official won-
dered if  PwDs would get 
the opportunity to pursue 
education in other districts 
of  the state.

Highlighting some 
challenges, Aier said more 
teachers are required to be 
trained to undertake this 
‘challenging task’. He also 
observed with regret that 
hardly any government of-

Whenever you do a thing, 
act as if all the world 

were watching. 

~ Thomas Jefferson

42544 visitors recorded 

"jeez!! Can you stop 
complaining about my 

drinking till the festive season 
is over? Learn something from 
the public, they've paused too"

~ Arien
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fices and institutions were 
barrier to allow easy acces-
sibility. Aier asserted the 

need to have buildings that 
are barrier-free.  

He also expressed ap-

prehension whether the 4% 
job reservation for PwDs in 
government establishments 
are truly implemented or 
not. 

As a ‘food of thought’, 
Aier suggested if  all the 
citizens of Nagaland num-
bering to 20 lakh can con-
tribute INR 10 annually for 
the welfare of  the PwDs, 
he said ‘we can collect 
INR 2 crore and with that 
amount, lots of  great ini-
tiatives can be done for the 
most needy for education, 
health, pension etc.’

Also highlighting the 
significance of the day, 
Aier said the day is ob-
served across the world 
to recognise the achieve-
ments made by the PwDs, 
generate more awareness 
and sensitise the commu-
nity on the Constitutional 
rights and opportunities of  
PwDs.

The programme was 
organised by the state’s de-
partment of  Social Welfare 
in collaboration with Na-
galand Disability Commis-
sion and Nagaland Parents 
Association for the Disa-
bled (NAPAD) on the glo-
bal theme: ‘Transformation 
towards sustainable and re-
silient society for all’. 

New Delhi, Dec. 3 
(IANS): A host of  par-
ty heavyweights will be 
present when Congress 
Vice President Rahul Gan-
dhi files his nomination 
for the party chief's post 
at its headquarters here 
on Monday, with over 90 
sets of  nomination papers 
likely to be filed to support 
his candidature.

Six Chief  Ministers -- 
Punjab's Amarinder Singh, 
Karnataka's Siddaramai-
ah, Himachal Pradesh's 
Virbhadra Singh, Puduch-
erry's V. Narayanasamy, 
Meghalaya's Mukul Sang-
ma and Mizoram's Lal 
Thanhawla -- are expected 
to be present when over 90 
sets of  nomination papers 
are likely to be filed by 
various leaders to extend 
support to Rahul Gandhi's 
candidature.

Congress state unit 
chiefs, senior leaders and 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee delegates will be 
present at the party's cen-
tral office to express sup-
port to Rahul Gandhi 

ahead of  his much-awaited 
elevation. 

The Congress Vice 
President is likely to reach 
the party headquarters 
around 10.30 a.m. to file 
his nomination. He will 
sign sets of  nomination pa-
pers to be filed before the 
Returning Officer.

Mullappally Ramach-
andran, the Returning Of-
ficer for the organisational 
election, told IANS that 
90 nomination forms were 
taken by different states 
though not one has been 
submitted so far. 

The process of  nomi-
nations started on Friday. 
The last date for filing 
nominations is December 
4. On Sunday, many sen-
ior Congress leaders, its 
members of  Parliament 
and PCC chiefs arrived 
at the party headquarters 
to sign the papers, includ-
ing Sachin Pilot, Kapil 
Sibal, Rajeev Shukla, P.C. 
Chacko, Shobha Oza, 
Hamdulla Sayeed and oth-
ers.

Apart from states and 

union territories, senior 
leaders on the Congress 
Working Committee 
(CWC), including former 
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, A.K. Antony, 
Ahmed Patel and Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad are likely 
to submit different sets of  
nomination papers. 

The elevation of  Rahul 
Gandhi, who is presently 
spearheading the Congress 
campaign ahead of  the 
December 9 and 14 Gu-
jarat assembly polls, has 
been much talked about 
in party circles for around 
two years. 

With Rahul Gandhi 
in all likelihood to be the 
only candidate in the fray, 
he could be declared the 
next Congress chief  on 
December 5 after scrutiny 
of  nominations. 

He will succeed his 
mother Sonia Gandhi, the 
longest serving Congress 
chief  who has helmed the 
party since 1998. 

Rahul Gandhi became 
the Congress Vice Presi-
dent in January 2013. 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
Around 42544 tourists, both 
foreign and local visitors, 
reportedly visited the Naga 
Heritage Village, Kisama 
on the third day of the on-
going Hornbill Festival. 

As per the statistics pro-
vided by Toka E Tuccumi, 
tourist officer and statisti-
cal-in-charge, the third day 
saw 314 foreign tourists, 
4622 domestic and 17608 
local visitors from the state. 

Sunday being a holiday 

saw a large number of visi-
tors, while the inflow of vis-
itors has seen an increased 
each day. 

The first day has report-
edly recorded 12,200 tour-
ists and 18, 346 on the sec-
ond day.

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
Dozhuhu Swuro of Cha-
khesang community 
emerged as the winner in 
the traditional fire-making 
competition held on De-
cember 3 at Kisama Herit-
age village.

25 year-old Swuro, who 
hails from Thenyizu village 
under Phek district, came 
out victorious from among 
eight persons who took part 
in the competition.

The second and third 
prizes were omitted as none 
of the other participants 
could make the fire during 
the allotted time. The other 
participants were Aren-
long (Ao), Moshayemjong 
(Chang), Lamtinsei (Kuki), 
Sarop Sangma (Garo), 
Thangkhao (Konyak), Do-
lie (Angami) and Hekato 
(Sema).

Earlier, the chief guest 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): For years citi-
zens have complained about poor work-
manship on the rare occasions when 
roads are constructed in Nagaland. But 
there are exceptions.  

One such case of ‘bucking the trend’ 
is the Dhobinala-Signal-Thahekhu road 
in Dimapur. Unlike most roads in the 
state, this particular road has survived 
without any facelift for more than a year 
since it was constructed.

This road is said to be only one con-
structed using ‘a German technology 
with an assured life-span of 15 years’. 
The project that started during the end 
of 2015, and completed in 2016, is still 
intact though some parts between the 
culvert and roads need to be ‘main-
tained’, according to some residents.  

Like any other projects, the Dhob-
inala-Signal-Thahekhu road construc-
tion project was started after a series of  
agitations and campaigns by the citizens. 
Seeing the pathetic conditions of said 
road, a Joint Action Committee (JAC) 
comprising representatives of villages 
and colonies located along the stretch 
was formed to ‘upgrade the deplorable 
roads left untouched for decades’. 

The JAC in August, 2014 began its 
first phase of agitation even as the when 
the authorities failed to keep an assur-
ance given to the committee in April, 
2014. Since then the committee, along 
with the affected colonies and few con-
cerned groups, worked together towards 
having a properly constructed road 
along the Dhobinal-Signal-Thahekhu 
stretch. 

It was during the fifteen-day media 
campaign against bad roads, launched 
on July 8 by Finger Print, a designing 
and event management, that the state 

government gave an assurance to con-
struct the deteriorating road along Dho-
binala-Signal-Thahekhu stretch soon 
after 2015-16 budget session.

A resident of the locality expressed 
apprehension that ‘because of the trucks 
seen parked along the side of the roads, 
there are more chances of the road be-
coming like all the other roads’ in the 
district. “And because of the parked 
trucks, the culverts along the roadside 
are seen below the road level leaving it 
at risk of eating away the black topped 
roads,” he said. 

The collapse of the bridge at Na-
garjan has also directed traffic towards 
Thahekhu village – the increased traffic 
risking the assured life span of the road.  

According to the convener of the 
JAC, KK Yepthomi, maintenance of  
said route is becoming a major problem 
with so many vehicles passing the road 

each day.  
The JAC members, along with 

Thahekhu Village Development Board, 
had recently filled up some potholes at 
the Dhobinala-Thahekhu road.  Resi-
dents of some other localities expressed 
dismay over ‘the regular repair of roads 
that lasts not more than five to six 
months’.

INR 45 lakh worth road 
lasts six months
The trend of ‘lipstick coating’ which has 
become synonymous with road repair 
in Dimapur continues even as residents 
of Signal area Dimapur – beyond the 
Thahekhu tri-junction – continues to 
bear the brunt of such poor workman-
ship. 

When the Dhobinalla-Signal-
Thahekhu road started off during the 
end of 2015, residents of this part of Sig-

nal area heaved a sigh of relief but only 
for a moment as the ‘German technol-
ogy’ did not reach their locality.    

However determined to get the ba-
sic privileges, a council member told 
Eastern Mirror, the JAC continued to 
appeal for road repair in the area.  The 
concern was taken by a certain group 
(who wished to remain anonymous) 
which worked out in favour of them. It 
was disclosed that an amount of INR 50 
lakh was sanctioned by the Roads and 
Bridges department for repairing the 
stretch from Signal junction to Signal 
Angami Village gate.

The stretch from Signal junction to 
Signal Angami Village gate which is 
only about 50-60 yards was repaired in 
2016 but much to the dismay of the resi-
dents, the repaired road lasted only for 
five-six months. The construction cost 
INR 45 lakh, it was informed. 

According to source involved in the 
project, the road did not last because 
of poor drainage system. “The drain-
age system is very poor in our area and 
when a house owner is not willing to 
clear their own drains or willing to coop-
erate by donating a piece of land for con-
struction of drains how can we expect a 
road to last,” pointed out the source. 

The area experience flood even after 
a light shower, and taking into account 
the poor workmanship, the source as-
serted that engineers or service provid-
ers should look at things for a long term 
while executing a work.

“In Nagaland for a road develop-
ment work, the construction of drains 
is never included. The root cause for 
poorly maintained road in Dimapur is 
because of the poor drainage system 
making the span of the road less than 
even a year,” the source asserted. 

of the day Lt. Gen. Shokin 
Chauhan, the Director 
General of Assam Rifles, in 
his address, described Na-
galand as a cultural mosaic 
of diverse multi-ethnicity. 

“The culture you have 
displayed is not only about 
colourful costumes, dances 
and songs, but is also reflec-

tive of strength, honesty 
and simplicity of the society 
and the great warrior tradi-
tion which runs in the blood 
of every Naga,” he said and 
stressed on the need to pre-
serve and promote the cul-
tural heritage for the future 
generation and further set 
an example for the rest of  

the country to emulate.
“We must take a pledge 

to re-dedicate ourselves to 
the commitment of shap-
ing a peaceful, progressive 
and developed Nagaland,” 
he said expressing hope that 
the state would be an even 
more important stakeholder 
of the Indian union in the 
years to come.

“The Assam Rifles 
would leave no stone un-
turned to assist you all in 
whatever manner possible 
in achieving these noble 
goals,” he added.

Day-three of the festival 
also featured the cultural 
performances of various 
Naga tribes, and continua-
tion of the Hornbill Inter-
national Photo Fest (HIP-
FEST), Naga Chef Season, 
horse riding and pony-cart 
transportation, crafts-cape, 
etc.

Meanwhile, the Horn-
bill International Wrestling 

championship would be 
held on Dec. 4 at the amphi-
theatre, Kisama from 9 am. 
A total of 45 Naga wrestlers 
from Angami, Chakhesang 
and Zeliang communities 
would be participating in 
the tournament.

It was informed that 
wrestlers from Maharash-
tra, Karnataka, New Delhi 
and Mizoram would be tak-
ing part in the event.

Starting from this year, a 
separate championship has 
been arranged for tourists. 
Therefore, tourists willing 
to participate may do so by 
spot registration.

Highlight of day-four 
also includes Hornbill 
Angling festival at Chubi 
Bridge, Doyang, Pangti vil-
lage, folk tune competition 
at Kisama and Kohima 
Downhill Mountain Bike 
Race from Viswema village 
to World War II premises at 
Kisama.



‘Vote is not cheap sellable 
commodity but valued price tag’ 

S&WC dept. bids adieu to 
commissioner & secretary

RD block Chumukedima 
holds annual gathering

St. Xavier College 
organises contest 
on women rights

Tyrannus hostel 
celebrates advent 
Christmas

Sumi officers condemn assault

DLSAs observe International 
Day of Disabled Persons
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CCCTA notifies shopkeepers;  
cautions against donation
The Chumukedima Chamber of commerce and Trade 
Association (CCCTA) has requested all the shopkeepers 
under its jurisdiction to clean and decorate their busi-
ness establishment for the festive season. Prizes will be 
given to the three best decorated shops. All shops are 
also requested to open till 8 p.m.  Also expressing seri-
ous concern on forceful donation from different quarters 
upon the business communities, the CCCTA stated that 
Christmas is a time of joy and celebration and it is not a 
time to go on imposing donations. Further, the associa-
tion warned that severe penalty shall be imposed on any 
individual or group for the same.

Grievances redress cell  
constituted for Wokha
Deputy Commissioner, Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, has informed that complain and grievances 
redressal cell, in connection with the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly Election 2018 has been constituted 
to address all complains and grievances pertaining to the 
election processes. One may contact the following num-
bers 9402482495 or 7005452576 during the office hours.

DUCCF clarifies
The Dimapur Urban Council chairmen Federation (DUC-
CF) has clarified the Dec. 1 press release published in 
local dailies, regarding the transfer of Commissioner of 
Police Dimapur.  The DUCCF Media cell in a release clari-
fied that that the sole intention of the federation was to 
stress for stability of government officials in delivering 
proper public services.  It also stated that the federation 
desire that every IAS and IPS posted in Dimapur need to 
complete the required term as per the service rules. “The 
press release was intended not to support nor undermine 
any public officials, the release added.

Dr. Hovithal Sothu speaking at the pol-expo in St. Joseph college, Jakhama.

Officers and staff of RD block Chumukedima along with VDB secretaries during the annual gathering at 
Gaili village on Dec. 1.

Dr. Manizir Jeelani addressing the gathring on the occasion of International 
Day of Disabled Persons in Wokha on Sunday.

T Nungsang Ao delivering a 
farewell programme.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
Vote is not a cheap sell-
able commodity but a self  
highly valued price tag, 
said Deputy Director of  
ATI Dr. Hovithal Sothu.

Hw was addressing the 
‘1st Pol-Expo 2017,’ initi-
ated by department of  Po-
litical Science, St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama, on Nov. 
30 under the theme, “Ignit-
ing young minds through 
clean election.”

Citing the universal 
adult franchise, a constitu-
tional right on the principle 
of  one man, one vote and 
that none should be allow 
to be decided by others, 
he advised the youths to 
be the brand ambassador 
of  change, the change that 
one wish. 

The speaker also shared 
on the need for clean elec-
tion in India and eradica-
tion of  the evil percept 
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of  money power which 
rule over society. Remind-
ing that Nagaland being a 
Christian state, Dr. Sothu 

told the students to keep in 
mind that youth should be 
the ambassador of  change 
and the need for knowing 

whom to elect as their rep-
resentative. 

As a responsible youth 
one should be futuristic 

and must know how to 
choose an honest, God 
fearing right leader who 
can do justice to the soci-
ety, said Dr. Sothu, adding 
that change start from self  
as model to the ill present 
political society in making 
a difference.

Youth should teach 
and spread the message of  
clean election campaign to 
the ignorant and help in 
eradication of  corruption, 
money power and treats 
such activities as crime 
for bettering tomorrow 
society. 

The session was fol-
lowed by debate, poster 
and slogan making, quiz, 
creative expression, jam 
and cosplay competition in 
connection with the theme 
to explore and facilitate 
potential students to see 
and move a step ahead as 
the need and requirement 

of  the present political 
system.

Students debated on 
the topic “Clean Election 
Campaign,A Good Ini-
tiative For A Clean Naga-
land”. 

The programme was 
organised in partnership 
with the office of  the Dep-
uty Commissioner and 
District Election Officer, 
Kohima and sponsored 
by Directorate of  Agricul-
ture AP Chopy, Account 
General (Audit), Deputy 
Commissioner office and 
District Election Officer, 
Kohima.

The pol-expo will con-
tinue to celebrate annually 
by the dept. of  political sci-
ence with a motive to train 
young minds, the release 
infromed. The programme 
concluded with declara-
tion of  results for various 
competitions.

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
The department of  Soil & 
Water Conservation bade 
adieu to Commissioner & 
Secretary T Nungsang Ao 
on Nov. 30 at Hotel Japfü. 

The programme was 
attended by a host of  of-
ficers and staffs from the 
secretariat and directorate.

U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y 
Vikuonuo Vizo and Ad-
ditional Director Viliehu 
Nguzhu read the word of  
God and pronounced the 
invocation prayer respec-
tively. Additional Secretary 
Bendangnaro delivered a 
speech on behalf  of  the 
department. She read out 
the bio data of  the out-
going commissioner and 
secretary. Nungsang was 
posted as an NCS officer 
in 1983 and worked in vari-
ous capacities and places 
around the state. Describ-
ing him as a very humble, 
straightforward, always free 
to approach and an able ad-
ministrator and gentleman, 
Bendangnaro expressed 
her sadness on behalf  of  
the department that it will 
create a great void in his 
absence. However, on the 
positive note, she said it is 
a blessing that he is retiring 
in good health and with his 
family around him. Further, 
she wished the outgoing 
commissioner & secretary 
a happy and prosperous life 
ahead.

Short speeches were 

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of the world, 
District Legal Services in Naga-
land observed International Day 
of  Disabled Persons with the 
theme “Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient society 
for all” on Dec. 3. 

WOKHA: Wokha District Le-
gal Services Authority (WDL-
SA) organised a programme at 
DC conference hall, Wokha.

Delivering a short speech, 
Deputy Commissioner, Wokha 
Dr. Manizir Jeelani, said eve-
ryone is equal and that people 
with disability are considered 
as special children. This is why 
it is our duty to give them with 
due love and affection and not 
discriminate them, he said. 

DC also said people with 
disability should step forward 
out of  social stigma and myth 
and avail benefits which have 
been guaranteed to them by the 
government. 

President Wokha District 
Disabled Association informed 
that their association are persons 
of  disabled only and they often 
face many difficulties in availing 
schemes and mingling with the 
societies. He therefore requested 
the legal services and adminis-
tration and social welfare de-
partment to help them and them 
in whatever ways they can. 

Theme speaker, Chief  Team 
Metamorphosis Thungdemo 
Kyong, said disability is a state 
of  mind and not merely physi-
cal. He encouraged the disabled 
people that they can do what 

its function. 

MOKOKCHUNG: Mokok-
chung District Legal Services 
Authority (MDLSA) in collabo-
ration with Care and Support 
Society, CURE Foundation, 
MDPAPWDs and BLDPOs or-
ganized a programme at Town 
Hall Mokokchung. 

Speaking as a chief  guest, 
Deputy Commissioner, Mokok-
chung Sachin Jaiswal said “we 
should never look down as 
disabled person but recognizeas 
differently abled because of their 
talents.” He urged the parents to 
have positive attitude towards 
their children by encouraging 
their talents. 

DC also asked to avail 
schemes from the government 
so that the differently abled 
children could become self  
dependent. Lamenting that 
though so much has been done 
for the differently abled it is 
inadequate, he said the chal-
lenges is to look on what could 
be implemented  

Panel lawyer Limanung-
sang, highlighted on NALSA 
scheme and functions of  legal 
services authority. He also ap-
praised on how the legal servic-
es can help the disabled persons. 

Brief  report was presented 
by MDPAPWD, BLDPO, care 
and support society CURE 
foundation and short speech by 
Nagaland Parents Association 
for Disabled (NAPAD). Spe-
cial number was presented by 
Imsuakum, Chuchuyimpang 
DPO, C&SS.

normal persons are unable to 
achieve by citing examples of  
various successful persons who 
are physically disabled.

Speaking on Rights of  dis-
abled persons, panel lawyer, 
David Ezung, said disabled 
person has a right for equal op-
portunities as enshrined in the 
Indian constitution. He added 
that they have equal rights and 
opportunities like other normal 
person.  He also informed that 
disabled person has 3 % job res-
ervation in Nagaland and have a 
right to participate same as other 
normal person.

Superintendent of  Observa-
tion Home, Wobenthung J Pat-
ton, spoke on NSLSA schemes 
for disabled persons. 

DIMAPUR: Dimapur District 
Legal Services Authority (DDL-

SA) organised a programme in 
collaboration with Faith Baptist 
Church, Nagaland State Dis-
ability Forum, Prodigal Home, 
Exodus Federation at Faith 
Baptist Church Dimapur. 

Sharing legal rights of  disa-
bled persons, panel lawyer, Senti 
said that the right of  disabled 
persons should not be under-
mined by any section of  society. 
She said it is the responsibility of  
the state and society to uplift the 
disabled section at the forefront. 

Another panel lawyers, 
Kekrieleü, shared about the 
NALSA (Legal Services to the 
Workers in the Unorganized 
Sector) scheme and Moatila, 
shared on NALSA scheme for 
disabled persons. 

Chairing the programme, 
panel lawyer Chuba, highlighted 
the legal services authority and 

given by the Director SN 
Singh in his speech praised 
the retiring commissioner & 
secretary for his impeccable 
personality and described 
how the department has 
benefited from him through 
his vast experiences. He 
extended best wishes to his 
post retirement. 

Deputy Director Rong-
senlemzung in his speech 
expressed gratitude to the 
retiring commissioner & 
secretary for all the valuable 
association he has had over 
the past three and half  years 
in connection with the de-
partment. Describing him 
as friendly, always acces-
sible and helpful, untiring 
workaholic, multi-tasking 
and a man of diverse talents 
administrative head of  de-
partment, he expressed that 
he will be deeply missed. 
He also wished him the 

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): The RD block 
Chumukedima along with staff  and VDB 
secretaries under Chumukedima block had 
annual picnic cum pre Christmas on Dec. 
1 at Shalom Resort, Gaili village. 

BDO K Yamao Konyak conveyed 
Christmas greetings while invocation 
prayer for pronounced by VDB secretary 

Khriezephe village, Tepu Kheya. Medovie 
Koza, president, VDB Association Chu-
mukedima delivered welcome address. 
Ruokuovotuo, LDA presented a special 
number while NRLM staff  presented 
Christmas song. Khekiho Katty, VDB 
secretary, Eralibill village pronounced 
benediction. 

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): St. Xavier 
College organized the ‘Awareness 
program on Legal rights for women 
on 30th Nov 2017 under the guidance 
and sponsorship of NCW, New Delhi. 

A total of  61 Students participated 
in the written competition on various 
topics related to the legal rights of  
women. 

Prior to the competition, Sruti, an 
engineer and Jesus Youth Volunteer 
addressed the participants on the multi-
faceted aspects of  the legal rights of  
women. 

Winners will be awarded on Dec. 6 
during the special ceremony in the col-
lege.  The NSS unit of  the college led 
in organizing the programme under the 
guidance of the management. 

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): The Tyran-
nus boys hostel, Jakhama celebrated 
pre-Christmas-cum hostel nite on Dec. 
2 at the hostel premises, Jakhama, 
with president of  Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisation(NVCO), 
Kezhokhoto Savi as speaker. 

The hostel warden Thorhu in-
voked God’s blessings and conveyed 
Christmas greetings. Special number 
was presented by the speaker family. 
Entertainment items were presented by 
the Tyrannus boys. 

Neisedeno Savi cut the Christmas 
cake. Rochia shared ‘what Christmas 
means to me’. 

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
The Sumi Officers Union 
Dimapur (SOUD) has 
strongly condemned the 
brutal assault of  its mem-
ber, Dr. Angukato Achumi 
by suspected illegal immi-
grants on Nov. 30 evening 
at Padumpukhuri. 

The SOUD said the 
manner in which he was 
tortured and manhandled 
even after he identified him-

self  is totally shocking and 
unacceptable. 

The union appealed the 
law enforcing agencies to 
arrest all the culprits and 
punish them as per the law 
without delay.

“The assaulters are re-
portedly illegal immigrants 
and so long our people con-
tinue to patronize them and 
depend on them for our 
needs, such instances hav-

ing dangerous irreversible 
ramifications are immi-
nent,” a release from union 
president Kasho Chishi and 
general secretary Hillto Z 
Swu stated.

The SOUD also ex-
pressed that government 
and the public must view 
the issue of  illegal immi-
grants with seriousness and 
take steps to curb the men-
ace urgently.  

best.
 The retiring commis-

sioner & secretary in his 
farewell speech thanked 
God for his life and for 
the blessings he has been 
bestowed upon all through 
his service career. 

Describing from the 
inception of  his career as 
a young NCS officer at 
outposts to the penultimate 
career ending as an admin-
istrative head of the depart-
ment, he expressed his joy 
and satisfaction for all the 
blessings and associations 
he had with people and 
places around the state. 

He also thanked the 
adviser  of  Soil & Water 
Conservation & NSDMA, 
Pukhai Assumi for his con-
cern and for taking up a 
host of  initiatives he has 
been taking up for the gen-
eral good of  the depart-
ment. He expressed his 
gratefulness to both the 
secretariat and directorate 
officers and staffs for the 
cooperation and sincerity 
rendered all through.

He also urged upon the 
officers and staffs to be uni-
fied, cooperative and disci-
plined and to do away with 
negative attitudes, so as to 
let the department grow 
in the right perspective. In 
the concluding remarks, 
he expressed gratitude to 
his wife and family for the 
undying care and support 
throughout.



            3STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, December 4, 2017

C
M

YK

EM Images

Diethono Nakhro, right, speaking at the International Day of Persons with Disability at Kohima on December 3. 

EM Images

Representatives of the ‘Cleanest colony competition 2017’ winner Riverbelt colony receiving the award 
from Dimapur’s Deputy Commissioner Sushil Kumar Patel. 

Often ignored, Nagaland’s people 
with disability reaffirm hope 
State’s govt. criticised for improper implementation of welfare act

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
The world observes Inter-
national Day of  Persons 
with Disabilities (IDPD) 
on Dec. 3 with the theme 
‘Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient 
society for all’ to empow-
er people with disability    
to be active contributors 
of  the society. However, 
it is sad to observe that 
they are often ignored 
and marginalised both by 
the society and govern-
ment. 

‘People with disabili-
ties are not demanding 
anything extraordinary. 
We are just asking that 
our right to live as equal 
citizens with equal oppor-
tunities in Nagaland be 
recognised,’ said Dietho-
no Nakhro, a rights activ-
ist during a programme 
at the Highland Park in 
Kohima on Sunday after-
noon.

This year’s observa-
tion of  the important day, 
she said, is of  particu-
lar significance as it also 
marks the one year anni-
versary of  the passing of  
the Rights of  Persons with 
Disability Bill (RPWD 
Act 2016) in Parliament 
in December 2016, which 
came into force on April 
19, 2017. 

She pointed out mat-
ter-of-factly that in spite 
of  the 1995 Act being in 
existence for more than 
20 years, ‘not even a sin-
gle law contained in it 

Welfare funds yet to reach ‘targeted group,’ says MLA at World Disability Day event
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Dec. 3: The 
Social Welfare depart-
ment receives consider-
able funds from the central 
government but full ben-
efits are yet to reach the 
targeted group of  people, 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Higher Education Tho-
mas Ngullie has said. He 
was speaking during a pro-
gramme marking World 
Disability Day on Sunday 
Dec. 3 at the Rengma Bap-
tist Church in Dimapur. 

The World Disability 
Day programme was or-
ganised by Exodus Disa-
bled People Organisation 

Federation and sponsored 
by the Dimapur Rengma 
Baptist Church, Kherma-
hal. It was conducted with 
the theme “transformation 
towards sustainable and 
resilient society for all.”

Identifying himself  as 
a ‘big friend’ of  persons 
with disabilities, Ngullie—
a member of  the General 
Council for People with 
Multiple Disabilities, Min-
istry of  Social Justice & 
Empowerment, Govern-
ment of  India—informed 
that officials of  the council 
will be arriving Dimapur 
on Dec. 28 to discuss is-
sues concerning people 

with disabilities. 
The legislator has in-

vited persons with dis-
abilities to meet with the 
officials on the day. He in-
formed to have been work-
ing toward ‘feasibility’ of  
the Direct Benefit Transfer 
System for persons with 
disabilities. 

The director of  Prodi-
gal’s Home Dimapur K. 
Ela also spoke at the event. 
She urged the Nagaland 
government to effectively 
implement the Rights of  
Persons with Disabilities 
Act 2016 with ‘strong po-
litical will.’ She called for 
support and cooperation 

from all in concern to ‘let 
the government do what 
they need to do.’

A medical practitioner 
in physical medicine and 
rehabilitation at the Di-
mapur District Hospital 
Dr. Imli Ozukum also said 
during the event that there 
was only one District Dis-
ability Rehabilitation Cen-
tre in Dimapur in the en-
tire state. He highlighted 
the plight of  persons with 
disabilities which was 
understood to have been 
compounded with short-
age of  manpower ‘which 
compromises effective de-
livery of  service.’

Dimapur celebrates Advent 
Christmas with tip to sanitation
DMC highlights ‘dustbin free zone’ and ‘plastic roads’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 3: It was 
a few years ago that Di-
mapur‘s City Tower was 
the scene of  a terrible 
event. ‘Today we have 
transformed it into a beau-
tiful spot and we have 
gathered to celebrate a 
wonderful event. This is 
the change, the transfor-
mation we need for Di-
mapur. We need to come 
together as a community, 
join hands and work to-
gether for a better Di-
mapur.’

That was the message 
conveyed by Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council’s (DMC) 
administrator Moa Sang-
tam at the advent Christ-
mas celebrations that was 
organised by the DMC on 
Sun. Dec. 3 at the Clock 
Tower in the commercial 
city.  

The DMC is on an en-
deavour to make Dimapur 
municipal area a ‘dustbin 
free zone’ by 2018 but 
this can be achieved only 
with the cooperation and 
participation of  the com-
munity, Sangtam said in 
his keynote address. He 
assured that the coun-
cil would work toward 
achieving said goal ‘till 
Dimapur municipal area 
is free of  all dustbins and 
open dumping areas.’ 

DMC has the Solar 
Project which is on a 50-50 
percent contribution be-

tween interested colonies 
and DMC. Riverbelt colo-
ny will be the first colony 
to install the solar street 
lights before Christmas. 
The DMC is also tying up 
with Living for Environ-
ment and the Nagaland 
Pollution Control Board 
to make plastic roads a re-
ality, Sangtam said while 
highlighting the intended 
projects of  the DMC. 

“Converting house-
hold and kitchen waste 
into manure is another 
project DMC is starting 
from Jan. 2018 by col-
laborating with the NGO 
ProRural and the winner 
of  the ‘Cleanest colony 
competition 2017’ will be 
the first colony to benefit 
from this project” said the 
DMC administrator. 

Also Sangtam in-
formed that the 2nd phase 
of  project ‘A Better Di-
mapur’ will commence 
from Jan. 1 2018 with the 
community participation 
as the main component.      

Kingdom Culture 
Church’s Pastor Visasier 
Kevichusa, the speaker of  
the celebration, said in his 
Christmas message that 
any message that comes 
from God does not bring 
fear. He explained that the 
trend of  prophecy is not 
the word of  God as God 
does not deliver messages 
of  fear. The pastor has 
called upon the commu-

nity and believers to do 
away with conviction on 
prophecy ‘which instils 
fear.’

“Christmas is for all 
community irrespective 
of  denominations. How-
ever, in Nagaland Christ-
mas is not good news for 
all,” Kevichusa explained.  
Christmas should be 
bringing good news but it 
is a season of  bad news 
for people with the trend 
of  demands in the name 
of  the celebration, he la-
mented.

 “Instead of  contem-
plating of  demanding let 
us contemplate on giving 
this season,” the pastor 
said and reminded the 
gathering that this action 
will make everyone look 
forward for Christmas. 

The winners of  the 
‘cleanest colony compe-
tition’ under the DMC 
project ‘A Better Dimapur’ 
which started in July 2017 
were announced. Riv-
erbelt colony (ward 11) 
was ranked first; Kevijau 
colony (ward 16) ranked 
second; Lengrijan colony 
(ward 12) third; Island col-
ony (ward 10) fourth; and 
Niu colony (ward 22) was 
ranked fifth. 

In the Christmas carol 
competition, Maple Tree 
School was declared the 
winner, St Paul Catholic 
Church second and Town 
Baptist Church third. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We, the bereaved family members of Lt.I.Kiyelho Kinimi would like to 
sincerely acknowledge and express our heartfelt gratitude to all individuals, 
churches, fellowships, organisations, relatives, friends, neighbours and well 

wishers who stood by us and expressed your sympathy in countless ways. Your kindness, 
love, comfort and prayer have given us a great support during our time of grief and 
sorrow. We deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and thank you most sincerely. There 
are really no words to express our heartfelt gratitude for the sympathy and support you 
have extended towards our family. All we can say is “your kindness is deeply appreciated 
and will always be remembered. May God bless you all in thousand folds.” 

Deeply Missed,
Loving Wife, Children, In-Laws, 
Grand Children.   

I.Kiyelho Kinimi
29/03/1939 | 26/11/2017

We little knew that day, 
God was going to call your name. 

In life we loved you dearly, 
In death, we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 
You did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 

You left us beautiful memories, 
Your love is still our guide. 

And although we cannot see you, 
You are always at our side. 

  
Our family chain is broken, 

And nothing seems the same, 
But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again. 
  
“You will always be the best Daddy”
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Lt. Gen. Shokin Chauhan and parliamentary secretary for Tourism Apok Jamir watch a wrestling match at Kisama on December 3.

IGAR chief attends third day of Hornbill

Cyclists do their bit to deliver green message

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
The 3rd day of  the Horn-
bill Festival began with 
various cultural perform-
ances on Dec. 3 at Kisama. 
The occasion saw the at-
tendance of  Lieutenant 
General Shokin Chauhan, 
the director general of  the 
Assam Rifles as the chief  
guest of  the event.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the programme, the 
chief  guest encouraged 
the people of  the state to 
promote and preserve the 
unique cultural traditions 
of  the Naga people ‘for the 
future generation.’

Various cultural per-
formances were given by 
tribal community mem-
bers: Angami folk song 
(Tsiadou PHFE), Konyak 
folk Dance (Shuleipe), Ao 
Tenem Sungjok (‘steps 
of  the Hornbill’), Reng-
ma Rhacho (Indigenous 
game), Pochury (Shakvu-
dow), Chakhesang tradi-
tional wrestling, Chang 
Lo-Chia (gentlemen 
song), Sumi Aphilo kuwo 
(war dance) and Kuki, 
Khulkon Lam.

In the evening session, 
various cultural perform-

ances were: Lotha—Woro 
Juhre Ojurhe (dance); Ka-
chari—Bal Maijai (folk 
dance); Yimchunger—
Reku Lukhun (fighting 
the enemy); Zeliang—He-

rie Lim (hornbill dance); 
Phom—Kahsho Asho 
(folk song); Garo—Jaktong 
Sika (traditional game); 
Khiamniungan—Noklie; 
and Sangtam, a folk dance. 

The event was organized 
by the department of  Art 
and Culture. The chief  
host of  the programme was 
parliamentary secretary for 
Tourism C Apok Jamir. 

The 6th edition of the Hornbill Cycling Rally being flagged off at the directorate of Tourism on Dec. 3.

As part of  the 18th edition 
of  the Hornbill Festival, 
a local business resource 
group, the Alaphra Group, 
organised a cycling rally 
on Dec. 3. The event had 
about 22 young enthusias-
tic athletes taking part in 
the rally. 

The secretary of  the 
Nagaland Cycling Asso-
ciation Rickey Ozukum 
flagged off  the rally. Due 
to ongoing examinations 
in schools and colleges, he 
said, many people could 
not participate in the event. 
He hoped that in the near 

future, tourists from other 
parts of  the country would 
also take part in the rally. 
This event was initiated 
to ‘encourage the young-
er generation to pursue 
healthier lifestyles and take 
steps toward conservation 
of  environment.’

was ever properly imple-
mented by the Nagaland 
government, and none of  
the numerous directives 
issued by the Supreme 
Court from time to time 
have been complied with 
properly either.’ 

‘People with disabili-
ties have thus remained 
ignored and marginalised 
with their rights violated 
by the state government 
and society at large,’ Na-
khro said. She asserted 
that ‘this unconscionable 
failure cannot and must 
not be repeated with the 
RPWD Act 2016.’

Thus, as per the provi-
sions of  the RPWD Act 
2016, she strongly assert-
ed that the state’s govern-
ment must make rules to 

carry out the provisions 
of  the act not later than 
six months from the date 
of  commencement of  the 
act. 

‘We are now complet-
ing the eight month since 
the new act was enacted 
and sadly the Nagaland 
state rules are yet to be 
notified and hence imple-
mentation is yet to begin,’ 
she said.

While observing that 
PwDs represent the most 
excluded of  all groups in 
our society, Nakhro noted 
also that they were com-
pletely missing from the 
development landscape—
majority of  children with 
disabilities cannot get 
proper or full education 
due to lack of  accessibility 

both in the physical envi-
ronment and the curricu-
lum. Other issues include 
lack of  trained teachers, 
overall poor awareness 
and understanding of  dis-
ability and, most impor-
tantly, and failure to im-
plement existing laws. 

Also, Nakhro point-
ed out that most of  the 
adults with disabilities 
are unable to participate 
in community activities; 
they have no access to the 
labour market and often 
encounter serious obsta-
cles and discrimination 
in seeking employment 
or income-generating ac-
tivities. Girls and women 
with disabilities, particu-
larly those with psycho-
social disabilities, are 

extremely vulnerable to 
physical and sexual abuse, 
the gathering was told. 

While being optimis-
tic that ‘inclusive and ena-
bling Nagaland’ where 
‘no one is left behind’ is 
not an impossible dream, 
she said ‘all it needs is 
political will and a strong 
commitment to take eve-
ryone along.’ 

‘For too long, Naga-
land has ignored, exclud-
ed, isolated and neglected 
its citizens with disabili-
ties. This is not only un-
fair – it is morally wrong,’ 
said Nakhro. She main-
tained that for change to 
begin, the state’s govern-
ment needs to make the 
implementation of  the 
Rights of  Persons with 
Disabilities Act 2016 a 
priority. 

The activist stated her 
confidence that the mar-
ginalisation and exclusion 
of  people with disabili-
ties can be eliminated to 
a large extent given that 
‘the laws are implemented 
strictly.’ She has demand-
ed that the State Disabil-
ity Rules be processed and 
notified without further 
delay and that its imple-
mentation should begin.

Without concrete ac-
tion on the ground, she 
said, observance of  the 
event is ‘simply empty, 
meaningless and hypo-
critical events that just 
undermine the disability 
community further.’

Dr. Ozukum spoke 
also about the various 
treatments and facilities 
available at the centre for 
persons with disabilities.

The Rengma Baptist 
Church of  Khermahal pre-
sented gifts to the persons 
with disabilities during the 
occasion.
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Judges of NE HCs not entitled to 
special allowances— Law min. 

Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong towards development  

RNCS-Diphu zone celebrates Ngada festival 

Conservationists take initiative to 
create wildlife awareness

Naidu launches scheme for 
the differently-able in Assam

AAI assures HC of 
completing Shillong 
runway expansion 

Media should avoid 
sensationalism — Naidu

Arunachal CM examines 
Siang River’s condition 

Security forces apprehend two NSCN (IM) militants in Arunachal 

Press colony and park 
for Manipur media 

‘Manipur BJP- led government 
committed to deliver human service’ 
 ‘Chief Minister-gi Shotharabasingi Tengbang’ scheme launched 

New Delhi, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
Judges posted at the four 
high courts in the North-
east are not entitled to a 
special monetary allowance 
extended to officers of the 
Northeast cadre of all-India 
services, the law ministry 
has told the Gauhati High 
Court citing recommenda-
tions of  the Seventh Pay 
Commission.

“... The proposal for 
grant of  additional mon-
etary incentive allowance to 

the judges of high courts of  
northeastern states has not 
been agreed to,” the Depart-
ment of  Justice in the law 
ministry has informed the 
registrar general of the Gau-
hati High Court. 

Referring to a Septem-
ber 2015 judgement of  the 
Supreme Court on the issue, 
the Department of  Justice 
said the matter was again 
referred to the Department 
of  Personnel and Training 
for their views.

“However, they have 
clarified that the Seventh Pay 
Commission has not rec-
ommended to extend (the) 
special allowance granted 
to all-India services officers 
to any other service and the 
government has accepted 
the recommendation,” the 
letter, sent on November 
27, said.

The special allowance 
at the rate of 25 per cent of  
their basic salary in addition 
to other perks is granted to 

all- India services officers 
of  the Northeast cadre to 
motivate them for a “longer 
period”, the letter pointed 
out. 

The cumulative working 
strength of  the high courts 
of  Gauhati, Meghalaya, 
Manipur and Tripura is 24 
judges.

The approved strength, 
on the other hand, is 37 
-- a shortfall of  13 judges, 
according to latest law min-
istry data.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Dec. 3 (EMN): Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council’s (KAAC)  
Chief Executive Member (CEM) Tu-
liram Ronghang has dedicated  founda-
tion stones in various places of Karbi 
Anglong on Sun. Dec.3. 

The project for the construction of    
a road from Era gaon to Tekoklangso 
Bakalia under the Langpher MAC 
economy package for 2017-18  was 
with an estimated amount of Rs.27 cr. 
out of which Rs15 cr. is of MoS pack-
age and Rs.12 cr. from the PMGSY 
scheme.

In his address, Ronghang explained   
that the KAAC was ‘striving relent-
lessly’ to bring ‘parivartan’ in each and 
every part of Karbi Anglong in devel-
oping Karbi Anglong and inspection 
of such works will be made after two 
months by the KAAC to check the 
execution of the work. 

The second foundation stone was 
laid for improvement of  Road from 
NH-36 at Bakalia Adarsha to Tik-
lolangsa under Langpher MAC with 
an estimated amount of Rs. 1cr, 50 lacs 
from Annual Plan budget in the pres-
ence of KAAC, Chairman, Horensing 
Bey, Diphu LA, MLA Sum Rong-
hang, KAAC, EM, Amarsing Tisso , 
MACs Mongol Sing Timung, Darsing 
Ronghang,  Lunsing Teron, Ramsing 
Timung Langpher Local MAC, official 
departments and dignitaries. The con-
tractor has made commitments that the 
work will be executed and completed 
by the end of March 2018.

Likewise, in West Karbi Anglong 
District, Ronghang laid foundation 
stone for construction of BHDV road 
from Rajagaon (Border between West 
Karbi Anglong and Nowgaon district 
) to Borkok under Duar Amla MAC 
constituency with an estimated amount 

of Rs. 3 cr through Annual Action plan 
Budget KAAC, construction of pawer 
block from Borkok PWD road to  Bura 
Bey Arong road through MGMREGA 
scheme of 300 metres accompanied, 
construction of pawer block through 
MGMREGA scheme of  300 metres 
from Hatigarh PWD road to Chauhan 
Rongpi Arong, and construction of  
pawer block from Bhoksong PWD 
road to PMGSY Hanse gaon with an 
estimated amount of Rs. 20 lac through 
MGMREGA scheme.

Also foundation stone was laid for 
improvement of  metallic and black 
topping road including  replacement 
all damage culverts from Enghi abi to 
Dera Arong Via Bi Vopi Under Annual 
Action plan 2017-18 with an estimated 
amount of Rs. 1 cr, Rs. 50 lac compris-
ing of  1650 metres at Vothatlangso, 
Rongkhang Constituency, West Karbi 
Anglong.

Diphu, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
The Rengma Naga Cul-
tural Society (RNCS) of  
Diphu  celebrated Ngada 
festival  of  the Rengma 
Naga community on Nov. 
28 with the Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC), Chief  Ex-
ecutive Member (CEM) 
Tuliram Ronghang as the 
chief  guest, informed a 
press release by RNCS  
President  Rega S. Reng-
ma and Secretary Daniel 
Jishing.

Addressing a mam-
moth gathering at the 
Ngada festival, Ronghang 
announced to construct 
a Rengma Naga cultural 
hall at Diphu at the earli-
est maintained the press 
note from the society.  

The RNCS and the 
Rengma Naga commu-
nity has expressed appre-
ciation upon the KAAC 
authority  led by Tuliram 
Ronghang for taking seri-

Itanagar, Dec. 3 (PTI): Two con-
servationists here have taken up a 
novel initiative of  hosting foreigners 
interested in studying snakes in the 
forest areas of  Papum Pare district, 
and educating local tribals on the need 
to conserve reptiles and amphibians. 
Ahmedabad-based herpetologist So-
ham Mukherjee and ecologist Mahesh 
Manghore recently hosted a group of  
16 students from Belgium for 10 days 
at a homestay camp at Sango village 
in the district.

“The students do their field work 
during their stay here. The communi-
ties get economic benefits and learn 
how valuable their natural resources 
are. We are trying to establish a re-
lationship with the tribals to spread 
awareness,” Mukherjee said.

During a camp, Mukherjee usually 
moves around in the non-protected 
forest areas to collect reptiles, while 
Manghore does most of  the interac-
tions with the students and local 

people.
The expert duo collect fees from 

the visitors and contribute funds from 
their own resources.

The young herpetologist, who is 
also the director of  an animal reha-
bilitation centre in Ahmedabad, hopes 
that some reptiles found in the area 
may well belong to new species.

“We discovered what could be a 
subspecies of the banded trinket snake 
(Oreocryptophis porphyraceous) dur-
ing the 10-day camp,” said Mukherjee.

The Belgian group has spotted 
some 15 species of snake during their 
stay at Sango. The group identified the 
meadow pit viper, brown spotted pit 
viper and the green rat snake, he said.

“The students were lucky to spot 
unique species of  amphibians and 
even a gorgeous tarantula spider. 
Many reptiles could not be identified 
as there were no taxonomists. We also 
located five genera of frogs but could 
not ascertain the species,” the herpe-

tologist said.
He feels that hunting in the area is 

no longer required for sustenance and 
people do it for fun.

“Earlier, hunting was for suste-
nance, now it is a sport. When foreign 
visitors come to study snakes, the tribal 
people here realise the importance of  
preserving wildlife.” 

Mukherjee feels that the initiative 
could be carried forward to other parts 
of the North East if  the state govern-
ments were willing.

Appreciating the effor ts of  
Mukherjee and Manghore, Chief  
Wildlife Warden R Kemp said the 
department has always encouraged 
awareness campaigns for preserving 
the state’s rich wildlife species.

“In order to determine whether a 
reptile species is new, certain official 
formalities have to be taken care of. 
We are not aware of any new discov-
ery as the conservationists never ap-
proached the department,” he added.

Guwahati, Dec. 3 (PTI): Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu today 
called for an inclusive society with 
no discrimination against different-
ly-able people.

People should treat the differ-
ently-able with empathy and not 
sympathy, Naidu said at the launch 
of  the Deen Dayal Divyangajan Sa-
hajya Scheme here on the occasion 
of  International Day of  Persons 
with Disabilities.

Under the scheme every differ-
ently-able person in the state would 
be entitled to a one-time grant of  
Rs 5,000 for their treatment. “It is 
necessary that there is a change in 
the thought process as just making 
laws will not help in improving the 
situation for the differently-able,” 

he said.
The Vice President also lauded 

the Assam government for intro-
ducing the Pranam Act that entails 
all government employees to make 
contributions from their salaries for 
the elderly and differently-able fam-
ily members.

He asked the authorities to make 
public places accessible to them so 
that they are not deprived of  any 
opportunities. “Accessibility should 
be made mandatory and the entire 
society should encourage and help 
them in all possible manners.  The 
state government should ensure that 
all beneficiaries get their dues under 
the various schemes introduced for 
them,” he said.

He also called upon banks and 

financial institutions to provide 
loans to them in an easy and simpli-
fied process.

“Post demonetisation, banks 
have a lot of  money. The govern-
ment has also introduced schemes 
for the differently-able people. It 
should be ensured that the benefi-
ciaries get to avail of  both to lead a 
life of  dignity”, Naidu added.

According to 2011 census, In-
dia is home to 2.21 per cent of  the 
total 15 per cent of  differently-able 
population across the globe, he 
pointed out.

Assam Gover nor  Jagadish 
Mukhi, Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal and Social Welfare Min-
ister Naba Kumar Doley were also 
present there on this occasion.

Shillong, Dec. 3  (PTI): The Airports Authority of  
India (AAI) has assured the Meghalaya High Court 
to complete the runway expansion at the Shillong 
Airport within 15 months, but added that operational-
ising it will be possible only after removing identified 
obstacles by the state government.

This was stated by AAI general manager in an af-
fidavit filed with the division bench of the Meghalaya 
High Court Chief Justice Dinesh Maheshwari and 
Judge S R Sen yesterday.

He said the operationalisation of the extended 
runway would be possible only after removing the 
identified obstacles from the approach funnel by the 
state government. During the hearing, AAI counsel N 
Mozika also requested the court for some more time 
for AAI to re-examine the matter. The high court had 
registered as a PIL a writ petition in 2015 based on a 
report placed before it, pointing out undue hardship 
and inconvenience to the local populace due to the 
expansion project, and had ordered that the work be 
completed within four months.

Guwahati, Dec. 3 (IANS): 
Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Sunday said the 
media was supposed to avoid 
sensationalism, report news 
without coloring with views 
and appealed them to create 
awareness about the challenges 
confronting the nation.

The media must always be 
free, fair and objective to cham-
pion the cause of  the under-
dogs, he said while addressing 
the gathering after giving away 
Pratidin Achievers Awards 
2017 here.

“Unfortunately, there is 
an increasing tendency in the 
newsrooms of  the print and 
electronic media to sensation-
alise isolated incidents while 
relegating real hard news to the 
background. In the long run, 
this will not only cause damage 

to the credibility of media but 
will harm democracy itself  as 
media will not be able to per-
form its role of an independent 
watchdog,” he said, according 
to an official statement.

While appreciating Pratidin 
Group for recognising excel-
lence in different fields, he made 
an appeal that “such media 
houses to conduct campaigns 
and competitions on issues such 
as Swachh Bharat to promote 
awareness on cleanliness and 
sanitation”. 

The Vice President also 
said that awareness should also 
be created on fighting various 
challenges confronting the na-
tion such as growing atrocities 
on women, dangers of drug and 
alcohol addiction, casteism, 
religious fundamentalism, cor-
ruption, illiteracy and terrorism. 

Yingkiong (Arunachal Pradesh), Dec. 3  
(IANS): Arunchal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu on Saturday took stock of the condition 
of water in the Siang River, which has turned 
muddy post monsoon season.

The Siang is the principal constituent of  
the mighty Brahmaputra and flows as Yarlung 
Tsangpo in southern Tibet before becoming the 
Brahmaputra in Assam.

“The matter was of high concern and I have 
asked the local authority to submit a detailed 
report on the situation,” Khandu said after as-
sessing the ground situation, adding a report on 
ground realities will be submitted to the Central 
government soon.

Local authorities informed the Chief Min-
ister that the quality of  the water in the river 
hasn’t improved, saying normally the water is 
clear during this season and turns muddy only 
during the monsoon season. They also said that 
the water level has decreased.Former Union 
Minister Ninong Ering had last week written 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, hinting that 
China could behind Sinag’s waters turning exces-
sively muddy.

The state’s Public Health Engineering 
Department conducted a test on the water and 
found a turbidity count of 425 against the permis-
sible range of 0-5.

Itanagar, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
Security forces appre-
hended two rebels of  the 
NSCN (IM) from Aru-
nachal Pradesh’s Chang-
lang district and recovered 
arms and ammunitions 
from their possession, 
a defence spokesperson 
said.

The Assam Rifles ap-
prehended two ultras from 
Mullong village of  the dis-
trict on December 1 last, 
defence spokesman Col 
Shiranjeet Konwer said in 
a statement today.

The two were terroris-
ing people and extorting 
money.

A pistol along with 
live ammunition were re-
covered from the duo, the 
spokesman added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec 3 (EMN): Manipur 
Information and Public Relations 
Minister Thongam Biswajit on 
Sunday said that steps are on to 
construct press colony and park 
for the media persons considering 
their grievances in the state.

The legislator also informed 
that the new office of the Direc-
torate of Information and public 
relations which is presently under 
construction at Keishampat be-
hind Raj Bhavan Imphal complex 
will be inaugurated within March 
next year. Biswajit made the dis-
closure while addressing the silver 
jubilee celebration of the Tangkhul 
bilingual newspaper Aja Daily at 
Tribal Research Institute audito-
rium in Imphal on Sunday.

MLA Khashim Vashum,a 
tangkhul leader who was elected 
from Chingai constituency in Ma-
nipur’s Ukhrul district, lauded the 
efforts of staffs and owners  of Aja 
daily in keeping alive the newspa-
per in Tangkhul dialect to its cur-

rent status from its initial formative 
days of scratch against all odds on 
the way even though the commu-
nity has produced many officers at 
various level.

Director Meghachandra 
Kongbam of  Information and 
public relations, President A Mobi 
of Editors’ Guild Manipur,its gen-
eral secretary Yumnam Rupach-
andra, President Ramkung Pa-
mei of Manipur Hill Journalists’ 
Union, Rev L Simon Raumei of  
Manipur Baptist Convention and 
others also attended the silver jubi-
lee celebration.

Editor of  Aja Daily, Valley 
Rose Hungyo, the only lady edi-
tor in the state, also felicitated 
its former and present staffs by 
presenting token of love and gifts 
while the best staffs and hawk-
ers who continue to work in her 
establishment till date were also 
honoured with small cash incen-
tives. It may be mentioned that the 
Aja Daily is the first ever Tangkhul 
daily newspaper in Manipur. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec 3 (EMN): 
The International Day 
for Persons with Disabil-
ity was widely observed 
in Manipur on Sunday 
Dec. 3.The main state level 
function was held at the In-
door Stadium of Khuman 
Lampak sports complex 
here with the state Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh 
as the chief  guest. Speak-
ing on the occasion, CM 
Singh reiterated that the 
new BJP-led government 
is committed to deliver hu-
man service to the people 
of  the state and there is 
no such religion which is 
higher or above humanity 
or human service.

Stating that the new 
government is trying to 
reduce the hill-valley, he 

said the government does 
not incline or belong to a 
particular section of  soci-
ety or community and dis-
criminate any community 
living in the state.

Ment ioning about 
those parents who are liv-
ing in the old-aged homes, 
Singh said that a certain 
amount as maintenance 
fund would be deducted 
from the Government em-
ployee who discriminate, 
ill treat their parents and 
doesn’t allow their parents 
to live at their homes.

The CM also launched 
“Chief  Minister-gi Shoth-
arabasingi Tengbang” 
(CMST),a state govern-
ment scheme to facilitate 
their vital and meaningful 
participation in contribut-
ing towards the creation of  
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Manipur Chief Minister N Biren speaking at the programme for 
International Day for Persons with Disabilities in Imphal on Sunday.

ous steps to develop and 
promote the rich tradi-
tional culture of  the Reng-
ma Naga tribals. 

They stated ‘it  is a 
welcome declaration and 
a step towards promot-
ing peace and friendship 

among different commu-
nities cohabiting in this 
region’, added the state-
ment.

F u r t h e r m o r e,  t h e 
statement also clarified 
regarding the announce-
ment to declare Ngada 

festival as a restricted holi-
day by Ronghang.

 The statement stated 
that Ngada the festival of  
goodwill, reconciliation 
and peace was already 
declared as holiday by 
the KAAC authority way 
back in the year 1997 in an 
order vide No.KAAC/G-
Estt/P(A)/97-98/2/3486.
Dated-15/10/1997 but 
after five years the above 
mentioned holiday order 
was replaced as a restrict-
ed holiday in a notifi -
cation vide No.KAAC/
Estt/P(A)/95-96/7/4965.
dated 21/12/2003. 

In  th i s  r ega rd  the 
RNCS and leaders from 
Rengma Naga public de-
manded upon the KAAC 
authority for early roll 
back and to restore the 
earlier holiday notifica-
tion and to declare the 
same as a full holiday 
instead of  restricted holi-
day at the earliest possible 
time.

socio-economic wealth and 
overall welfare of the state 
and also to provide quality 
of life to the persons with 
disabilities and to bring in-
clusive development in the 
state besides empowering 
the marginalised ones. He 
also assured new schemes/
initiatives for the children 
living in orphan homes 
soon. 

In the day’s observa-
tion, Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Joykumar said ‘the 
day is indeed a historic day 
and it is a path breaking 
moment to launch such 
unique scheme for the wel-
fare of  the persons with 
disabilities in the state’. So-
cial Welfare Minister Nem-
cha Kipgen mentioned that 
there are certain challenges 
such as lack of awareness, 
challenges of inter-sectori-
al co-ordination to name a 
few in proper implement-
ing various social welfare 
schemes in the State.

The new scheme in-
cludes Care-Giver allow-
ances/Maintenance Grant 
to Persons with disability 
having a disability of 80% 
or more would be pro-
vided with Rs. 1,500/- per 
month. The beneficiaries 
will also be covered under 
“Swavlamban Health In-
surance Scheme for PwD”, 
where the state government 
will provide the mandatory 
beneficiary contribution of  

Rs. 366 per annum, which 
will provide a health insur-
ance cover of  Rs. 2 lac to 
four members of  a family 
and OPD charges. 

The persons with dis-
abilities in the age group 
of  19-59 years who can 
work would be provided 
with soft loans to take 
up economically viable 
employment opportuni-
ties and self-employment 
through Manipur Society 
for Skill Development. It 
also includes a Scholarship 
scheme to students with 
Disabilities. 

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Y Joykumar,Works 
and Information and Pub-
lic Relations Minister Th 
Biswajit Singh, Minister 
for Health and Family 
Welfare L Jayantakumar 
Singh, Consumer Affairs 
& Public Distribution Min-
ister Karam Shyam, Tribal 
and Hill Areas Develop-
ment Minister N Kayasii, 
Public health and engineer-
ing minister Losii Dikho, 
Agriculture Minister V 
Hangkhanlian, MLAs 
Dr S Ranjan, Khashim 
Vashum, Chief  Secretary 
RR Rashmi, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Dr Suhel 
Akhtar, Commissioner 
Social Welfare H Dileep 
Singh, Director Social Wel-
fare Jacintha Lazarus and 
other officials also attended 
the observation.
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Glimpse of activities organised by the Assam Rifles on the World AIDS Day.

AR observe World AIDS Day
Dimapur, Dec. 03 (EMN): The 
Hq. IGAR (North) and under 
command Sector Hqs  and units 
observed the World AIDS day at 
74 locations covering the length 
and breadth of  Nagaland on 
Dec. 1.

KOHIMA: 3 Assam Rifles organ-
ised an interaction programme 
with youth on the topic ‘Role of  
youth to curb ‘HIV/AIDS’ in 
Kohima. The battalion also organ-
ised a volleyball match at MS-42 
under the theme say No to ‘HIV/
AIDS’ with the local youth.

The troops also participated in 
walkathon, organised by depart-
ment of  Family Health & Welfare 
in Kohima from old MLA Hostel 
till High School Junction on the 
World AIDS Day. 

 9 Assam Rifles conduct-
ed a vehicle based rally from 
Chieswema town to Kisama 
through Kohima, to sensitise 
the people against the anathema 
of  HIV/AIDS. The troops also 
displayed the message “No to 
HIV/AIDS” through banners 
and aired recorded messages. 
The rally stopped at prominent 
places in the town and exhorted 
the youth to pledge for a HIV/
AIDS free state and a healthy life.  

KIPHIRE: 7 Assam Rifles or-
ganised an interaction with youth 
on topic ‘defeat HIV/AIDS’ at 
Kiphire wherein importance of  
role of  youth in making the state 
a HIV/AIDS free.  The troops 
also organised slogan writing 
at Khekugwo village Middle 
School, Akhegwo. Competition, 
lecture and screening a film on 
AIDS awareness were also or-
ganised. 

PHEK: 22 Assam Rifles also 
organised a poster making and 
slogan writing competition for 
the local youth at Battalion HQ 
Phek. A friendly volleyball match 
was also organised to motivate 
youth to follow healthy lifestyle 
and inspire to follow preventive 
measures against HIV/AIDS. 

WOKHA: To commemorate the 
World AIDS Day, the 28 Assam 
Rifles organised lectures, poster 
making competitions, seminars, 
on prevention of  HIV/AIDS at 
Bhandari, Tseminyu, Chukitong, 
and Doyang. 

DIMAPUR: 32 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture at Immanuel 
Higher Sec. School and Assam 
Rifles Public School Dimapur 
to create awareness amongst 

the youth. Painting competition 
was also organised at Lima Aier 
School, Kashiram Basti and 
Christian College Dimapur. 

ZUNHEBOTO: 5 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture and draw-
ing competition alongwith Kri-
pa Foundation at Government 
School, Zunheboto. An aware-
ness lecture for the locals was also 
organised at SSK Jubilee Hall by 
the Regiment Medical officer on 
preventive measures and cure of  
HIV/AIDS.

MOKOKCHUNG: 44 Assam 
Rifles organized an awareness 
lecture and Seminar on AIDS 
at Mokokchung and Town Hall 
Tuli. A drawing competition was 
also organised at Tuli to com-
memorate the World AIDS Day 
and motivate the youth for fight-
ing against the societal anathema. 

4 ‘Kumaon’ also organised a 
workshop on the ‘Role of  youth 
in prevention of  HIV/AIDS’ 
at Tizit and Aboi. Importance 
of  awareness generation by the 
youth was also discussed in the 
workshop on preventive measures 
on HIV/AIDS. The unit also or-
ganised friendly sports matches 
with local youth, debates and 
poster/drawing competitions to 
spread the awareness amongst 
the society on the life threatening 
disease and emphasised on adopt-
ing the preventive measures for a 
long, happy and healthy living.

TUENSANG: 40 Assam Rifles 
organised a debate and draw-
ing competition at  Tuensang, 
Wangti, and Chenloiso village 
in Tuensang.  A lecture was also 
conducted at St. John’s School, 
Tuensang on the theme of  ‘Say 
No to HIV/AIDS’. A drawing 
competition was also organised 
at ARHS Tuensang wherein chil-
dren came out with innovative 
poster messages on HIV/AIDS.

MON: 35 Assam Rifles organ-
ised an awareness programme 
and interaction with GBs and 
village authorities on prevention 
of  HIV/AIDS at Noklak, Mon 
and Nagnimora. 

A debate competition on the  
HIV/AIDS and drawing compe-
tition was also organised at the 
Government School Longkhim; 
awareness on HIV/AIDS at C’ 
Saddle, Dan and Shamatore; lec-
ture at Christian college, Shama-
tore and Straightway Missionary 
School; Dan; Doyapur;  Jalukie; 
Medziphema; Nihokhu; and 
Zubza. 

ICAR-NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE ON MITHUN,
MEDZIPHEMA, NAGALAND- 797106

ADVERTISEMENT
 Date: 29.11.2017

Mithun meat will be available during the festive 
season on all working days at ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun, Medziphema.

Date : 5th December 2017 onwards.
Time : 9:00am – 1:00 pm and 2:00 -4:00 
pm
Rate : Rs 220/- per kg meat
  Rs 200/- per kg viscera

 (Mode of Payment by cashless only).
Note: Buyers can also make advance booking 
for bulk requirement (TCs apply).

Director,
ICAR-NRCM DG

-7
00

K-1477

Opportunity
Eastern Mirror is one of the leading English regional daily newspapers from 
Nagaland based in Dimapur along with a functional bureau at Kohima. We are 
currently on a ramping up to make our presence felt not only in the state but also 
the neighbouring states and the global online community.

We are looking for persons with high levels of enthusiasm and talented and 
tenacious in sourcing information who will work as reporters. 

We are also on the looking for individuals with high accuracy in English 
language and trainable to be our sub-editors. 

Selected personnel will be trained and mentored for the first 6 months. 
Applicants with the right attitude, who are able to work under pressure, balance 
work and life with minimum social obligations,  and has above average general 
knowledge with a zeal to build a career in journalism can avail this opportunity. 

Job profile :  Reporters
Eligibility :   Any degree from a recognised university.
Computer skills :  Word processors and Spreadsheets with good typing speed
Optional :  Able to ride two-wheelers is an advantage.
Experience : Preferably fresher

Job profile :  Sub-editors
Eligibility :   Any degree from recognised university.
Computer skills :  Word processors, Spreadsheets, InDesign and  photo editors.
Typing skills : Minimum 30 wpm
Language skills :  Minimum 85% accuracy in English.
Experience :  At least 2 years experience, Individuals with experience  
  in the corporate sector with disciplined work culture will  
  be preferred. 

There will be a series of tests and interviews before the final selection is made. 
Interested candidates can mail your resume to hr@easternmirrornagaland.com

KG-2202
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Hackneyed Assurances; 
Yet Hope Still Smoulders

F
inally, a settlement to the long drawn Indo-Naga 
political issue which had persisted for more than 
60 years is now imminent. That is what the Naga 
people are told, and that is what the Naga people 

believe and are hopeful of. Leaders from the national level, 
the state and NGOs have repeatedly been talking about an 
inclusive ‘final settlement’ to the issue.

The peace process has been going on for more than 20 
years and the 3rd August 2015 ‘peace accord’, more popular-
ly termed the ‘framework agreement’, more than two years. 
We cannot be hasty in making decisions for a matter that is 
of  national importance, however, the Indo-Naga issue has 
been stretched for too long. When we talk about an inclusive 
solution, an inclusive political settlement, reconciliation has 
to be the keyword, then come power sharing, security and 
peace.

Naga people are placed in two countries- India and My-
anmar, and across four states in India- Nagaland, Manipur, 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. How much of  these, will the 
‘framework agreement’ cover? Any solution or settlement 
that comes, it cannot be conclusive or final if  it does not 
cover all the Nagas.

The words that our leaders us about the peace process are 
almost becoming hackneyed and rhetoric: ‘inclusive, hon-
ourable and acceptable’, unless it includes Nagas from both 
the countries.

We are talking about peace, but are we at peace amongst 
ourselves? That is one question the Naga people should be 
asking at this juncture.

There is so much of  squabbling within ourselves and we 
can go on forever swapping accusations and harbouring bit-
terness but we must take care not to distort the facts, the 
Naga history and the true Naga aspiration. We must strike a 
balance between our past and our future.

Talks of  a final settlement have been going on, with many 
leaders saying solution is very near, the President of  India 
joining the chorus on Dec. 1 while gracing the inaugural 
function of  this year’s edition of  the Hornbill Festival in 
Kisama. However, no one has given surety on a timeframe 
so far, and people continue to prepare for the state assembly 
election, due in February 2018.

It is clear that a settlement is looming but things are still 
uncertain and we can only be hopeful for normalcy, for a 
normal life post-settlement. With the year coming to an 
end, we wish for a fresh curry, and a more consistent House, 
should solution to the Indo-Naga issue prolong.

Let us bury all our blames, accusations, complaints, prob-
lems and bitterness, and hope for the best.

Arul Louis | IANS 

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Title: Password; 
Author: Martin Paul Eve; 
Publisher: Bloomsbury; 

Pages: 124 ; Price: Rs 250

We have come far as a civilised society and 
with it, the way we see or do things has 
seen a drastic change too. Take, for in-

What’s Your Password, Again 
Himani Kothari | IANS stance, the measure we use to keep our secrets safe. 

In simpler words -- the password.
While in the pre-Internet days, something as 

simple as “Open Sesame” would have done the 
trick, today even a combination of  uppercase and 
lowercase letters, a numeral and a special charac-
ter, a word that is certainly not the username, a 
word much different from the last three passwords 
and 10 million other requirements are not enough 
to ward off  potential hackers. Whatever hap-
pened to just using your favourite sports team, best 
friend’s name or other memorable phrases as the 
password?

Since we spend a major chunk of  our time on 
this combination of  weird letters and symbols, it’s 
high time we talked about it and explored its in-
creasing significance in our currently digital world. 
This is what Martin Paul Eve sets out to do in his 
book “Password” as he explores “how ‘what we 
know’ became ‘who we are’, revealing how the 
modern notion of  identity has been shaped by the 
password”.

While Eve, Professor of  Literature, Technolo-
gy and Publishing at University of  London’s Birk-
beck College, dwells on use of  passwords down 
history, in military, in literature -- most important-
ly J.K.Rowling’s Harry Potter series, where pass-
words are used in different forms -- in films and, of  
course, in the digital age, the important question is: 
What is its future?

If  we were to go by dystopian sci-fi movies like 
“Blade Runner 2049”, the answer would be that 
biometrics would replace it.

Though dismissing the contention that bio-
metrics are a plot to kill the password, Eve does 
agree that it’s a pretty solid way for authentication 
and identification. At the same time, he seeks to 
remind us how futile it can be, as shown in many 

films where a body part is removed from a dead or, 
in a more ghastly scenario, a still alive person to 
authenticate their biometrics.

So, coming back to the password, how do you 
keep your information, specially of  the financial 
sort, safe? The question becomes more pertinent 
with the biggest global firms facing cyber security 
threats. But we can’t help that. What we can do at 
our level is to make the password harder to crack 
(and may be not surf  porn sites or torrents, and not 
save all our passwords in our phone?)

Here’s what Eve suggests: “The aim is not to 
make a password unbreakable but rather to make it 
infeasible to crack a password within a meaningful 
timeframe.”

Meanwhile, alongside, in an interesting -- but 
relevant -- look into the ways of  the Internet, the 
author tells us how the digital world lingo has in 
fact been taken from the real world.

“Hypertext websites, for instance, are ‘visited’ 
(they are, by their very name, ‘sites’). Online dis-
cussion functions are called chat-rooms. Indeed, a 
plethora of  spatial metaphors has been deployed 
to refer to the virtualised environments, forums, 
spaces, places, sites, rooms and home pages in the 
digital world... We surf, scroll, click, enter, log in 
and many more.”

His aim by this digression is to stress that since 
the digital or virtual is not all that different from 
the real, it raises the question: What is someone’s 
identity in the digital world? And since a password 
is, in the most basic sense, an instrument to verify 
who somebody is, can unauthorised use of  a pass-
word be called “identity theft” in the digital world? 
Read the book to find out.

(Himani Kothari can be contacted at  
himani.k@ians.in)

The good news of Jesus’s birth is a source of joy for 
all people.

bout 230 families and individuals live at MacPher-
son Gardens, Block 72 in my neighborhood. Each 
person has his or her own life story. On the tenth 
floor resides an elderly woman whose children have 

grown up, gotten married, and moved out. She lives by herself now. 
Just a few doors away from her is a young couple with two kids—a 
boy and a girl. And a few floors below lives a young man serving in 
the army. He has been to church before; maybe he will visit again on 
Christmas Day. I met these people last Christmas when our church 
went caroling in the neighborhood to spread Christmas cheer.

Every Christmas—as on the first Christmas—there are many 
people who do not know that God has entered into our world as a 
baby whose name is Jesus (Luke 1:68; 2:21). Or they do not know 
the significance of that event—it is “good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people” (2:10). Yes, all people! Regardless of our na-
tionality, culture, gender, or financial status, Jesus came to die for 
us and offer us complete forgiveness so that we can be reconciled 
with Him and enjoy His love, joy, peace, and hope. All people, from 
the woman next door to the colleagues we have lunch with, need to 
hear this wonderful news!

On the first Christmas, the angels were the bearers of this joy-
ous news. Today, God desires to work through us to take the story 
to others.

Lord, use me to touch the lives of others with  
the news of Your coming.

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 1:68–75  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he 
has come to his people and redeemed them.               

    ~  Luke 1:68

DAILY
PATH

Chr is tmas  at 
MacPher son

India became the accidental catalyst 
for a successful UN rebellion against 
the hegemony of the permanent 
members (P5) of the Security Coun-

cil by facing off Britain with overwhelm-
ing support of the rest of the countries 
in the General Assembly and getting 
Dalveer Bhandari re-elected to the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) -- despite 
an initial humbling loss to Lebanon.

When Britain withdrew its candi-
date, Christopher Greenwood, after a 
prolonged standoff  backed by the P5, 
it was the first time the non-P5, repre-
sented by the Assembly, really prevailed 
over the Council. In the previous in-
stances, when candidates with Council 
majorities stepped aside, none of  them 
had been from the P5 and it was never 
a challenge to the P5’s claim of a right 
to representation on the ICJ bench. This 
was an ominous defeat for the entire P5.

There is symbolism in India de-
feating Britain. India is not the colony 
it was in 1945 nor is Britain a globe-
spanning imperial power. Whether it is 
military might, purchasing power parity 
GDP, population, growth prospects or 
an expansive world outlook, India has 
outstripped the United Kingdom. Yet, 
Britain holds on to its veto-wielding per-
manency on the Council, while India is 
shut out.

India’s role in the rebellion was not 
one that New Delhi had sought, but was 
thrust on it by fortuitous circumstances 
that also saved face for India, which ini-
tially lost the Asian seat. Now the ques-
tion before India -- and the UN’s pro-
letariat, the rest of  the non-P5 nations 
-- is how to harness the groundswell of  
opposition to the Council’s overlord-
ship and change the power structure of  

the UN starting with a reform of the 
Council to make it more representative 
of  the world of  the 21st century. The 
permanent seats on the Council were 
the spoils of  World War II taken by the 
victors but the 1945 scenario has no rel-
evance to 2017.

The Council alone has a broad role 
to “maintain international peace and 
security” through its authority to deter-
mine aggression, impose sanctions, and 
launch military action -- which the P5 
can individually block or allow through 
their individual vetoes.

For long, the simmering resentment 
of  the P5’s hold over the Council has 
been building, especially given that its 
mandates are now focused on regions 
like Africa and the Middle East that 
are under-represented in a body with 
six Europeans, in addition to having no 
permanent members.

The reform initiative for the Coun-
cil has been stalled for more than two 
decades and the Intergovernmental 
Negotiations (IGN), as the reform proc-
ess currently under way is known, has 
been unable to move forward mainly 
because of  the opposition of  a small 
group known as Uniting for Consensus 
(UfC) led by Italy, with Pakistan as an 
important member. Their opposition 
to a negotiating text -- or an accepted 
agenda framework -- has put the process 
mandated in 2008 in a Catch-22 trap: 
Discussions cannot take place meaning-
fully without a negotiating text leading 
to a consensus or a decision, while those 
opposed to reforms blocked it saying 
there couldn’t be such a document un-
less there was a consensus first.

The revolt of  the non-permanent 
members could increase the pressures 
for the hold-outs to get on board when 
the stalled IGN discussions begin again, 
especially if  the African and Arab na-

tions push for reforms.
For some background to the election, 

India had sought to keep the Asian seat 
on the ICJ that Dalveer Bhandari had 
won in 2012, but lost to Lebanon’s Per-
manent Representative at the UN, Na-
waf Salam, a lawyer-turned-diplomat.

Under the rules for election to the 
ICJ, a candidate has to get a majority 
in both the Council and the Assembly. 
Salam was elected in the fourth round 
of  balloting in the Council and the fifth 
round in the Assembly, along with ICJ 
President Ronny Abraham, Vice Presi-
dent Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf of  Soma-
lia and Judge Antonio Augusto Cancado 
Trindade of  Brazil, on November 9.

But while Bhandari got a majority 
in the Assembly, he lost in the Council 
to another sitting judge, Britain’s Chris-
topher Greenwood. The geographic al-
location of  ICJ judgeships and the P5’s 
representation were by tradition rather 
than by statute, allowing Bhandari and 
Greenwood to contest the remaining 
seat. The deadlock persisted through the 
next six rounds of  the run-offs between 
them that continued on Nov 13, with 
Bhandari getting close to a two-thirds 
majority in the Assembly and Green-
wood in the Council.

The P5 put aside their ideological 
and geopolitical battles to close ranks 
around Britain as its loss could threaten 
their own privilege of  having a judge 
from each of  their countries on the ICJ.

Greenwood’s supporters stooped to 
dirty tricks with the third election meet-
ing set for Nov 20. To create disarray in 
the ranks of  the non-P5, rumours were 
floated that Bhandari would withdraw 
or that India would agree to a joint con-
ference made up of  three each from the 
two chambers to pick a candidate. But 
the support for India only got stronger.

Britain and its supporters next con-

sidered a legally questionable strategy 
of  stopping further rounds of  voting 
and forcing a joint conference through 
a Council resolution.

But in the face of  the Assembly’s res-
oluteness, Britain folded on Nov 20 con-
ceding: “The current deadlock is unlikely 
to be broken by further rounds of  voting.”

There are two other lessons for In-
dia. The whole exercise firmly estab-
lished that its lot is with the non-aligned 
and developing nations, most of  which 
make up the Group of  77, who rallied to 
support it. India may have slowly been 
diluting its ties to these groups, which 
have themselves lost their ideological 
edge and cohesiveness. But these groups 
still share a commonality of  interests, 
maintain their identities despite their 
heterogeneity and are a voting force. 
The United States may have a 100-year 
vision for India as Secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson recently said, but for now 
its priorities are with Britain.

Although it’s a case of  all’s well that 
ends well, the initial strategy of  going 
against Lebanon’s Salam was flawed 
for two reasons. India did not announce 
Bhandari’s candidacy for re-election till 
June this year while Salam had been 
campaigning for about two years and 
had sealed the backing of  the Organisa-
tion of  Islamic Cooperation (OIC), an 
influential group with 55 voting mem-
bers in the Assembly. France, a perma-
nent member, had also formally nomi-
nated him -- and in turn polled the most 
votes in the Assembly. India had less 
time to campaign for Bhandari and line 
up commitments in the Council. An-
nouncing his candidacy after the OIC 
endorsement also did not sit well with 
some OIC members.

(Arul Louis covers the United Nations 
in New York. He can be reached at 

arul.l@ians.in)

India’s economic growth bounced 
back in the July-September quar-
ter to reverse a five-quarter slow-
down as businesses overcame 

the teething troubles of  the newly 
launched goods and services tax (GST) 
regime and shock demonetization of  
high-value currency. Gross domestic 
product (GDP) grew 6.3 per cent in 
the second quarter of  2017-18, its fast-
est pace in three quarters, majorly due 
to demonetisation and the massive de-
stocking ahead of  the implementation 
of  the Goods and Services Tax, data 
released by the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO) showed. This was a break 
with five quarters of  declining trends 
in growth.

Reasons for Cheer are GST disrup-
tion behind, manufactures pick-up, 
signs of  pick-up in investment and con-
sumption growth steady. Worries are 
moderate farm sector and jobs-generat-
ing construction sector lacks strength. 

Sector that registered growth of  
over 6% for the July-September quar-
ter were manufacturing, electricity, gas, 
water supply and other utility services, 
trade, hotels, transport, communica-
tion and services related to broadcast-
ing, the data showed. In contrast, the 
agriculture sector grew by 1.7%. The 
mining sector grew by 5.5 percent as 
compared to decline of  1.3 per cent 
in Q2 of  2016-17 as the production of  
coal went up by 8.6 per cent from a fall 
of  (-)0.7 per cent in the previous year. 
The higher coal production also led to 
an increase in electricity generation re-
sulting in the power sector posting a 7.6 
per cent growth up from 5.1 per cent in 
Q2 of  2016-17.

However, the growth of  the con-
struction sector growth slowed to 2.6 
percent as compared to growth of  4.3 
percent in Q2 of  2016-17. Key indi-
cators of  construction sector, namely, 

production of  cement and consump-
tion of  finished steel registered growth 
rates of  (-) 0.4 percent and 4.1 percent 
respectively during Q2 of  2017-18 as 
compared to 3.4 percent and 6.5 per-
cent respectively during Q2 of  2016-17.

The key question the GDP growth 
numbers for the September quarter 
were supposed to answer was: Has 
the Indian economy recovered from 
the ravages of  the introduction of  the 
goods and services tax (GST)?

Well, the overall number looks 
good, since gross value added (GVA) 
growth at constant prices has come in 
at 6.1%, against 5.6% for the June quar-
ter. But some of  the shine gets rubbed 
off  because the growth rate got a boost 
from a lower base. While the 5.6% real 
GVA growth in Q1 of  2017-18 was on 
top of  a 7.6% growth in Q1 last fiscal 
year, the Q2 real GVA growth of  6.1% 
was on top of  a lower growth of  6.8% 
in Q2 last year. So, a jump in growth 
was expected and that was not only be-
cause of  the base effect, but also due 
to the effect of  restocking by businesses 
after the introduction of  GST.
Goods and Services Tax:

The second quarter GDP data re-
corded the impact of  the GST on the 
economy for the first time since its im-
plementation. In the previous quarter, 
massive destocking happened, which 
led the economic growth to a three-year 
low. But after the implementation of  the 
GST, restocking began to take place, 
with a positive impact on the GDP.
The Festive Season:
The festive season seems to have cush-
ioned country’s growth against the 
slowdown. Since mid-year, sales of  
two-wheel and commercial vehicles, 
oil consumption, cargo traffic and rail 
freight have all increased. Sales of  cars, 
refrigerators and televisions also surged 
more than 15% ahead of  Dussehra 
and Navratri. Auto sales also reported 
an increase of  10% due to the festive 
season. The sales also surged ahead of  
the imposition of  additional GST cess 
on luxury cars. Shrugging off  the im-
pact of  demonetisation and the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST), the economy 
seems to be on the rebound.

(Mithilesh Kumar Sinha  is a 
Finance Officer  at Nagaland University, 

Lumami )

FY17    FY18

Q1 Q2 Q1 Q2

7.9 7.0 5.7 6.3

Table1: % annual Growth of  GDP (%)

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO)

India Accidental Catalyst For UN Rebellion: Lessons From ICJ Elections 

Indian Economy Back On Course: Role of GST and Festive Season

Coal Crude Oil Natural Gas Refinery products  Fertilisers Steel Cement Electricity

Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17 Oct ‘16 Oct ‘17

-1.9 3.9 -3.2 -0.4 -1.5 2.8 12.6 7.5 0.7 3 17.4 8.4 6.2 -2.7 3.0 2.1

Table 2: Performance of  Eight Core industries (in%)

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO)
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Commodore Srikant Kesnur | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A separation 
from the special someone in your life, per-
haps because of  a minor disagreement, could 
have you feeling melancholy today. You could 

receive an invitation to a get-together but be unlikely to 
want to go. You’re feeling more reserved and introverted 
than usual. Oddly enough, being with others is probably 
the best way to get your mind off  your friend.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A touch of  
melancholy and moodiness might have you 
feeling distanced from your entourage and 
so you could throw yourself  into solitary ac-

tivities. Your concentration may not be what it should be. 
Get out and take a long walk or treat yourself  to a meal at 
your favorite restaurant. Your mood will pass by tomor-
row. You need to get through today!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You feel roman-
tic and sexy today, but you won’t have the op-
portunity to do anything about it. You may be 
temporarily separated from the special someone 

in your life, or a potential romantic partner might not be 
available. Cheer yourself  up by shopping or reading or 
watching movies. The separation will pass and then you 
can make up for lost time.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
may extend an invitation to someone close to 
visit you in your home, but don’t count on the 
person being able to make it. Something may 

come up. Disappointment could make you melancholy, 
but don’t let it get the better of  you. Invite someone else or 
channel that energy into creative or artistic projects. That 
way you can enjoy the day anyway.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): News of  illness or 
employment problems on the part of  someone 
you care about can have you feeling a bit down 
in the dumps today. A warm, loving letter or 

call from someone far away might cheer you. This is a 
good day to write newsy letters or visit or call people you 
haven’t heard from in a long time. Don’t let sad news or a 
bad mood get the better of  you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Overspending on 
luxury items might have you feeling the need to 
tighten your belt a little. This could make you 
feel downhearted. Don’t blame yourself  too 

much. We all do this from time to time. Get out of  the 
dumps by getting together with a close friend or lover. Go 
to a play, concert, or movie. Make time for any projects 
you have in the works.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Minor family prob-
lems might make you gloomy today. Perhaps a 
family member is away, or there may have been 
some petty squabbles in your household. Others 

might want to invite friends over, but you may not feel all 
that sociable. Throw yourself into projects of your own. It 
could give you a feeling of accomplishment, defusing your 
downhearted mood and firing your enthusiasm. Try it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): The illness 
of a relative or neighbor might have you feeling 
downhearted today. The news is likely second-
hand, so it might not be as bad as reported. Work 

may be slow on your own projects, as you could have a tem-
porary mental block about what to do next. Perhaps you 
should put them aside for now. Once they’re out of your 
conscious thoughts, the solution may come spontaneously.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Friends 
or groups could make excessive demands on 
your time today. As a generous and service-ori-
ented person, you tend to go along with what 

others want. This is OK, but you’re not serving anyone 
by letting them step over the line. You can also delegate. 
Keep busy, but don’t overextend yourself. You need to 
save some energy for tomorrow.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Though 
you’re usually outgoing, today you might feel 
more shy and reserved, perhaps because of  
melancholy thoughts about love or friendship. 

Someone you care about may be away and you miss him 
or her. People may try to take unfair advantage of  you. 
Because you’re feeling especially vulnerable, you’re more 
likely to let them do it. Be discriminating.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Information 
regarding spiritual or philosophical matters 
that may not be all that trustworthy may come 
your way. Don’t take what you hear today at 

face value. A close friend or lover may be far away, and 
you could feel lonely. The best way to get through the 
separation is to keep busy, perhaps with study, research, 
or artistic activities.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Group activities 
or get-togethers with friends may not go as well 
as usual today. You’re feeling more reserved 
and perhaps preoccupied about a friend or 

romantic partner with whom you might be on the outs. 
Oddly enough, getting out with others is probably the best 
therapy in spite of  your increased shyness. Maybe the best 
thing to do is to go out alone where people congregate.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

At 70, Indian Navy is Self-Reliant, Shipshape (Dec. 4 is Navy Day)

Navy Day this year is a good occa-
sion to reflect on its journey and 
evaluate its progress over the 
last 70 years. The Indian Navy 

was an exceedingly small force at the dawn 
of  independence and, while being a prod-
uct of  both its British inheritance and the 
maritime DNA of  our forebears, is largely 
a post-independence construct.

Despite the many problems that be-
sieged the newly independent country 
-- and by extension its Navy -- such as 
low industrial base, problems on our land 
borders made it imperative to focus on the 
army and the air force. But the navy was 
not short on vision.

As early as 1948, it drew up ambitious 
plans for a balanced navy that would con-
sist of  light aircraft carriers, submarines, de-
stroyers, cruisers, auxiliaries and associated 
training and maintenance infrastructure.

Seen against this backdrop, the Indian 
Navy has grown quietly but steadily. From 
a force of  less than half  a dozen sloops to 
one that has 135 ships and 235 aircraft, 
most of  them state-of-the-art, is indeed an 
impressive story.

That we operate in all three dimensions: 

On, above and below water; that most of  
our ships are indigenously built; and that 
we are among the few navies to build and 
operate an array of  platforms from aircraft 
carriers to nuclear submarines add fur-
ther strength to the narrative. We are now 
among the world’s leading navies.

But numbers alone do not tell the whole 
story. Of  particular significance is the fact 
that the navy has built excellent capacities 
-- both human and material -- in several 
disciplines such as hydrography, special op-
erations, integration engineering, doctrine 
writing, underwater medicine and disaster 
relief, to name a few.

These capacities have been particularly 
useful when the Indian Navy’s achieve-
ments in different domains are analysed. If  
one were to evaluate in terms of  roles that 
navies classically play -- military, constab-
ulary (Policing), Diplomatic and Benign 
(including humanitarian assistance) -- the 
Indian Navy can be said to have ticked all 
boxes with high scores.

On the military front, while most read-
ers are aware of  the navy’s significant role 
in the 1971 war with Pakistan and libera-
tion of  Bangladesh, there are several inter-
esting aspects to the navy’s campaign.

Not only did it fight on two fronts but 

almost the entire gamut of  naval operations 
came to play in this war. This included air-
craft carrier operations in support of  the land 
offensive, anti-submarine operations that led 
to neutralising of  the Pakistan submarine 
Ghazi, offensive attack by missile boats and 
blockade of  then East Pakistan coast.

More recently, during the Kargil con-
flict in 1999 and later during Op Parakram, 
the Indian Navy by its offensive posturing 
bottled the Pakistani ships inside their har-
bours and effectively kept the war localised 
and the situation on even keel. Similarly, 
Indian Navy’s role in Operation Pawan, 
our prolonged engagement in Sri Lanka, 
has not got the attention it, arguably, de-
served.

Spread over three years, the Navy was 
involved in support of  the army, transpor-
tation of  troops and material, amphibious 
operations, seaward cordon militaire, shore 
bombardment, special operations and air-
borne surveillance.

Most remarkably, several smaller ships 
based in Visakhapatnam and Chennai ex-
celled at giving a good account of  them-
selves in hostile conditions. 

The notable point is that it’s a self-reli-
ant force. The Indian Navy was a pioneer 
of  ‘Make in India’ which was an article of  

faith for it. Compared to the army and the 
air force, the navy is way ahead in the indig-
enous content of  its combat units.

To be sure, we have a long way to go. 
We need to have weapons, propulsion and 
many systems to be sourced from within 
our country. But every ship that gets con-
structed has more indigenous content than 
its predecessor and is an improvement over 
the previous one.

The increased mettle and muscle of  our 
Navy provides much more traction to our 
foreign policy initiatives, be it in enhancing 
cooperation with big powers or in provid-
ing a palpable physical dimension to the 
Act-East Policy. Further, the Indian Navy’s 
own international initiatives are wide and 
encompass several arenas.

They include multilateral forums such 
as Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 
and the MILAN meetings, joint exercises 
with several nations, assistance in capac-
ity building to nations in the Indian Ocean 
neighbourhood, hydrographic surveys, 
providing training to many foreign navy 
personnel and hosting events like the Inter-
national Fleet Review in February 2016 or 
more recently the Goa Maritime Conclave 
last month.

The Indian Ocean is prone to natural 

disasters and the relatively poor disaster 
prevention and management infrastructure 
in most of  the countries in the region places 
a bigger responsibility on the Indian Navy.

The disaster situations could be natural, 
such as the Tsunami of  2004 or cyclonic 
storms that recur with great regularity in 
the Bay of  Bengal, or they could be caused 
by human intervention such as what oc-
curred in Lebanon in 2006, Libya in 2011 
or Yemen in 2015. The latter cases are often 
messy and often also involve evacuation of  
non-combatants and deployment in con-
flict zones.

There will indeed be some areas that 
provide scope for improvement. Further 
indigenisation of  weapons, ordnance and 
systems and gaps in inventory are issues 
that are attracting the attention of  decision 
makers. There is also need for develop-
ment of  expertise, among its personnel, in 
a range of  subjects such as foreign languag-
es, international law, energy security, area 
studies and economics.

But, overall, it would be fair to say that 
the ‘Silent Service’ at 70 is a success story.

(Srikant Kesnur is Director, Maritime 
Warfare Centre, Mumbai. The views 

expressed are personal. He can be reached 
atsrikantkesnur@gmail.com)

Saurabh Katkurwar | IANS

John Dupré | Aeon

This is a town held sacred for 
its association with Hindu 
religious lore, which in lat-
ter days acquired the unflat-

tering reputation of  being a hotbed 
of  Hindu-Muslim antagonism and 
religio-political conflict whose re-
verberations are felt both nationally 
and internationally. But what is little 
known, and may be even difficult to 
believe, is that Ayodhya has tradi-
tionally been known for its inter-faith 
harmony where it is not out of  the 
ordinary for a Muslim tailor to stitch 
clothes for the idol of  Ram or for a 
Hindu priest to help renovate an old 
mosque.

As India approaches 25 years of  
the apocalyptic demolition of  the 
16th century Babri Masjid on De-
cember 6, citizens of  Ayodhya take 
pains to talk about their age-old her-
itage of  cultural collaboration and 
free participation in inter-religious 
activities which has kept the secular 
fabric of  the twin intact -- despite the 
dragging temple-mosque politico-
legal dispute over 2.7 acres of  prime 

land whose ownership is contested 
by both Hindus and Muslims.

Locals, both Hindus and Mus-
lims, say they were “outsiders” who 
came to Ayodhya in 1992 and stirred 
trouble while locals were busy sav-
ing each other -- irrespective of  their 
religious faiths -- from the brunt of  
the riots that ensued. Out of  the 
town’s total population of  around 
60,000, Muslims account for only six 
per cent. But they never felt any dis-
crimination from Hindus, says Mo-
hammed Chand Qaziana, priest at 
the Dargah of  Sayyed Mohammad 
Ibrahim.

Qaziana said that the dargah was 
protected by local Hindus when the 
kar sevaks, or Hindu religious ac-
tivists who came from outside the 
town, demolished the Babri mosque 
on December 6, 1992, on the ground 
that it was erected there by invading 
Mughal emperor Babar after razing a 
temple dedicated to Ram, the revered 
warrior-god of  Hindus.

“This 900-year-old dargah has 
followers from the Hindu communi-
ty as well, many of  whom regularly 
pay a visit here. It is a symbol of  our 
centuries-old harmonious existence. 

When it was attacked, our Hindu 
brothers formed a human shield 
around it and saved it,” Qaziana re-
called to IANS.

Faizabad district, in which Ayod-
hya falls, has about 30 per cent Mus-
lim population. Qaziana said there 
is an unannounced understanding 
among the people here not to fall 
prey to hate speeches of  politicians 
and outsiders.

What makes communal harmo-
ny special here is the participation 
in inter-faith events and rituals -- 
Muslims stitching clothes for Hindu 
deities, participating in Ramleela 
(religious theatre based on the life 
of  Ram) or doing namaz (prayers) 
in Hindu religious places; and Hin-
dus similarly contributing to mosque 
renovation or helping Muslim fellow 
townspeople in times of  need.

Echoing Qaziana’s views, Barfi 
Maharaj, who identifies himself  as a 
Hindu social worker, said the Masjid 
was razed on December 6 by Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) hotheads and 
locals had no role in it.

“We were neither influenced by 
hate speeches nor did we participate 
in the demolition drive. It was VHP 

that brought outsiders to demolish 
the Masjid. How can people from the 
birthplace of  Ram, who is known for 
his secular teachings, commit such a 
sinful act?” asked Barfi Maharaj.

Giving examples of  inter-faith 
harmony in the town, he said that 
a mosque near Hanumangadhi in 
Ayodhya was being renovated by a 
Hindu mahant (priest) while a Mus-
lim tailor had been stitching clothes 
for the idol of  Ram that is installed in 
the makeshift temple at the disputed 
site of  Babri Masjid.

Sadik Ali, alias Babu Khan, said 
he had stitched seven to eight sets 
of  clothes for the Hindu gods so far. 
Sadik, who is said to be a stakeholder 
in the negotiations in the issue, called 
Babri Masjid demolition “unfortu-
nate” but said he had no problem in 
the construction of  Ram Mandir on 
the disputed land.

“We do have faith in Ram. We 
had offered namaz at Hanuman Ga-
dhi. If  Hindus want big temples for 
their beloved god, we do not have 
a problem. We just want a piece of  
land nearby for a mosque,” Ali said.

Mohammed Salim has been 
making ‘khadav’ (wooden sandal), 

which were traditionally used by sad-
hus and priests but are now largely 
used in temples. 

Salim said his family had been 
selling khadavs since generations 
which are usually bought by temple 
priests. “I have never witnessed any 
tension between the two communi-
ties here. We depend on each other 
for our needs and we respect each 
other,” he said.

The mutual understanding and 
respect for Hindus and Muslims 
here -- revealing to an outsider -- fig-
ure prominently in the region as one 
talks to the locals who, irrespective 
of  their religion, slammed political 
leaders for vitiating the issue in an at-
tempt to get electoral mileage.

A local contractor, Shailendra 
Pandey, said the people of  Ayodhya 
were hardly consulted on what has 
come to be known as the Mandir-
Masjid issue and politicians used 
Ram and the temple issue for their 
personal gains.

“You go anywhere in the city 
and talk to anyone. You will not find 
an iota of  communal hatred among 
them. The unholy politics by outsid-
ers has given our city a negative im-

age,” Pandey said.
Mohammed Naeem, who is the 

president of Naugaja Dargah, said 
politicians were now creating hurdles 
in the way of the temple construction.

“This town is a perfect example 
of  religious harmony and secular-
ism, thanks to its rich culture and his-
tory. Everyone would be happy if  the 
contentious issue is resolved amica-
bly. However, we feel the politicians 
have kept this issue pending for their 
selfish motives,” Naeem said.

Whatever be the difficulties and 
complexities in the Mandir-Masjid 
issue, there will not be any negative 
impact in the socio-religious fabric of  
the city, feel the people of  Ayodhya, 
once the kingdom of  Ram, known 
for being a model of  good govern-
ance in that era.

(This feature is part of  a special 
series that seeks to bring unique and 

extraordinary stories of  ordinary 
people, groups and communities from 
across a diverse, plural and inclusive 
India, and has been made possible by 

a collaboration between IANS and the 
Frank Islam Foundation. Saurabh 

Katkurwar can be contacted at 
saurabh.k@ians.in)

If philosophy is a tree, metaphysics and 
epistemology are its two main branches. 
Epistemology asks how we can know 
about the world; metaphysics tries to 

figure out what the world is, at its most fun-
damental level. If  our tree fell down in a for-
est and no one was around, the epistemolo-
gist would set about examining the quality of  
the evidence for what happened; meanwhile, 
the metaphysician would wonder if  it made 
a sound.

Philosophers of  science (like me) usu-
ally take the existence of  things and events 
for granted. We do epistemology: we focus 
on knowledge, not the thing itself. We ask 
ourselves questions such as: why is science 
so successful at finding stuff  out, if  indeed 
it is? Is there a method that underlies this 
success? How do values shape scientific en-
quiry? Mainstream metaphysics keeps us in 
our place, generally saying that the scientific 
endeavour is just too narrow to address pro-
found questions about existence, being and 
reality.

But I’d argue science is precisely where 
we should start to answer these questions – in 
particular, with the weirdness and complexity 
of  biology and biochemistry. From the origins 
of  cancer to the nature of  personal identity, 
the life sciences do not merely provide us with 
ever-greater numbers of  disconnected facts. 
They also offer us the best data for putting 
together a broader picture of  what the world 
is really like, a picture that confounds many 
common assumptions about what things are 

and where they come from. When we first 
pull a fish out of  the sea, we might wisely 
remain agnostic about how such an unusual 
entity got to be there. After thousands of  
fish of  many different kinds, we are entitled 
to infer that there is a whole strange, living 
world down there under the waves. Similarly, 
since science aims to discover truths about 
the world, surely it should tell us something 
about the very deepest levels of  our reality, 
which is to say, metaphysics. 

This project of  science-based metaphys-
ics, sometimes referred to as ‘naturalistic 
metaphysics’, has been surprisingly contro-
versial. The philosophers James Ladyman 
at the University of  Bristol and Don Ross at 
the University of  Cape Town offered a force-
ful defence in their book Every Thing Must 
Go (2007). As that book illustrates, the debate 
can be technical and vitriolic. Consequently, 
I won’t defend naturalistic metaphysics from 
its critics so much as show you how it helps us 
inch towards an answer to one of  the oldest 
chestnuts in the history of  philosophy: is real-
ity made up of  things that somehow change 
over time, or are things just temporary shapes 
that our perception plucks out from a flux of  
unruly, unfolding processes?

A good place to begin is with the ques-
tion of  essentialism. An ancient philosophi-
cal tradition dating back to Plato and Aristo-
tle sought to discover essences, the defining 
properties of  things – ‘the being of  any thing, 
whereby it is, what it is’, as the philosopher 
John Locke put it in An Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding (1689). Locke doubt-
ed whether we would ever be able to discern 
such essences, lacking the necessary ‘micro-

scopical eyes’ to discover them, although he 
did not doubt that they were real. 

But is there really some inner nature that 
makes a frog a frog, and something else that 
makes a toad a toad, and an unbridgeable 
gulf  in nature between the two? Or are these 
just words that make more or less pragmatic 
divisions among the denizens of  the natural 
world, divisions that might equally well have 
been made in substantially different ways? 
For naturalistic metaphysicians, this is a ques-
tion that must in the end be answered from 
empirical experience, or science. 

We can make the stakes of  essentialism 
more concrete by looking at the case of  pro-
teins. These are the worker-bees of  the or-
ganic world, responsible for everything from 
ferrying signals between cells to kickstarting 
chemical reactions. They’re made up of  long 
molecules known as amino acids, strung to-
gether in chains and folded into fiendishly 
complex shapes.

So just what is a protein? Scientists used 
to think that they could define each kind of  
protein by figuring out its sequence of  amino 
acids, mapping the structure or form, and 
observing how the combination of  these 
properties allowed the protein to serve its spe-
cific physiological function. Unfortunately, 
things aren’t quite that simple. A well-worn 
metaphor is that a protein (in the form of  
an enzyme) works like a ‘lock and key’, fit-
ting just-so into whatever it’s acting on. Yet 
increasingly it looks as if  the two actually ac-
commodate one another, less a key in a lock 
than a negotiation on the fly. Moreover, vari-
ous types of  proteins can ‘moonlight’, doing 
different things in different situations. Their 

abilities often depend on their context. Phos-
phoglucose isomerase is best known for its 
role in the process that releases energy inside 
cells, for example – but when outside the cell, 
it can perform at least four distinct functions, 
such as promoting nerve growth. Worst of  all 
for categorical purists was the discovery of  
‘intrinsically disordered proteins’, shapeshift-
ing macromolecules that rapidly switch from 
one form to another. Current estimates sug-
gest that 40 per cent of  eukaryotic proteins 
could behave this way, and 10 per cent of  pro-
teins overall.
Evolution tells us that, if  we take a wide enough 

perspective, there are no sharp lines between 
species

How should we treat these data? If  you’re 
into mainstream metaphysics, perhaps such 
experimental evidence doesn’t really mat-
ter; science is simply too limited, parochial 
and fallible to tell us anything truly funda-
mental about what something is or is not. 
But for a naturalistic metaphysician, these 
observations of  constant biotic flux point to 
the need for an overhaul in how we see the 
world. Instead of  searching for things with 
fixed essences based on form and function, 
naturalistic metaphysics suggests that we 
need to move to a picture that’s much more 
dynamic – in which any ‘thingness’ is strictly 
temporary.

But perhaps ‘things’ can be preserved 
when we go up a layer of  complexity? Essen-
tialists once hoped that genetics would offer 
up a master key to the differences between 
various organisms. However, actual genetic 
knowledge disappointed. The genes that vary 
most between species also tend to vary most 

within related species, so genes alone could 
not delimit individual organisms. Evolution 
tells us that, if  we take a wide enough per-
spective, there are no sharp lines between spe-
cies. For a mushroom and a butterfly, or a fern 
and an elephant, in principle we could trace a 
continuous series of  ancestors back to some 
first common ancestor, providing a complete 
connecting sequence with no sharp bounda-
ries within it. If  there are no sharp bounda-
ries, then there are certainly no essences that 
define such boundaries.

Sure, some ‘things’ look pretty distinct 
and durable. The periodic table offers a neat 
taxonomy of  chemical elements, perhaps 
essentially distinguishable by their atomic 
numbers. I’m happy to concede that ‘thing-
ness’ might be prevalent outside the life sci-
ences, and I don’t claim to put this whole 
ancient quarrel to bed (although I can’t help 
noting that contemporary physics looks to 
me much more process-like than thing-like). 
The only point I’d insist upon is that the best 
way to answer these profound questions is by 
putting the empirical science front and cen-
tre – rather than relying on free-floating phil-
osophical abstractions. In the living world, 
at least, a metaphysics of  ‘things’ is hard to 
sustain. Where once we had discrete and 
distinct ‘proteins’ and ‘organisms’, all we are 
left with are highly dynamic processes.

(John Dupré  is a British philosopher of  science 
and director of  the Centre for the Study of  Life 
Sciences at Exeter University. His latest book is 

Processes of  Life: Essays in the Philosophy of  
Biology (2012).)

To be continued...

“There Was Never an Iota of Communal Hatred in Ayodhya”

Metaphysics of Metamorphosis
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Indian, Pakistani armies trade 
heavy fire on LoC
Jammu, Dec. 3 (IANS): Indian and Pakistani armies 
on Friday traded heavy fire on the Line of  Control 
(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir, police said. No casu-
alty or damage was reported on the Indian side. The 
Pakistan Army started unprovoked shelling and firing 
on Indian positions in Khari Karmara in Poonch dis-
trict around 10.45 a.m. with mortars, automatics and 
small arms, an official here said. Indian troops retali-
ated “strongly and effectively”, the official added.  The 
intermittent exchange of firing continued till 1 p.m.

Two dead as van plunges into river 
Jaipur, Dec. 3 (PTI): Two brothers drowned today 
when a van fell into a river as it was trying to avoid 
hitting some bovines on the road in the Kushalgarh 
police station area of  Rajasthan’s Banswara district, 
police said. Four passengers were on their way from 
Kushalgarh to Andeshwar to offer prayers at a temple 
when the driver of the vehicle tried to steer the vehicle 
away from cattle on the road. In the attempt, the van 
swerved into the river. Two brothers, Dilip (60) and 
Vipin Kumar (55), drowned whereas two others were 
injured, sub-inspector Sakar Chand said. He said the 
bodies were handed over to family members after post-
mortem while the injured were undergoing treatment 
at a hospital in Kushalgarh.

 Engine of Virbhumi Express de-
rails at Ujjain, no injuries 
Bhopal, Dec. 3 (PTI): Train services were affected for 
about three hours after the locomotive of the Udaipur-
Indore Virbhumi Express derailed near Ujjain today, 
officials said. No casualties or injuries were reported in 
the incident, Western Railway’s Ratlam division public 
relation officer Jitendra Kumar Jayant said. “The engine 
derailed between Indore-Ujjain rail section today morn-
ing which affected railway traffic for about three hours. 
The emergency teams rushed to the spot and restored the 
rail traffic at 11.45 am. The Virbhumi Express continued 
its journey towards Indore after the restoration,” he 
said. He added that due to the derailment, trains going 
towards Indore including Narmada Express, Avantika 
Express and Duranto Express were stopped at Ujjain. 

Student hangs self in hostel wash-
room at Osmania university
Hyderabad, Dec. 3 (PTI): A 20-year-old student of  
the city-based Osmania University apparently com-
mitted suicide today by hanging, police said. The body 
of  E Murali, a first-year student of  MSc Physics at 
the university, was found hanging in the washroom of  
one of the hostels on the campus this evening, a senior 
Osmania University police official said. A suicide note 
which was found from the scene, purportedly written by 
Murali, stated that he did not want to fail in exams and 
that he had never failed in exams, police said. Police 
added that the student seemed to be in depression over 
the matter and further investigations are currently on.
After learning about the student’s death a large number 
of students gathered near the hostel.

Gang of thieves busted in JK’s 
Poonch; three held 
Jammu, Dec. 3 (PTI): Jammu and Kashmir police to-
day claimed to have busted a gang of thieves in Poonch 
district with the arrest of  three persons and recovery 
of  stolen property worth over Rs 10 lakh. Several 
cases of theft were reported in and around Surankote 
in Poonch district over past few months, prompting 
police to launch a special drive to bring the culprits to 
book, a police officer said today. He said around 150 
suspected persons were rounded up for questioning 
during investigation which finally led to the busting of  
the gang. “So far three main accused were arrested and 
stolen property worth over Rs 10 lakh were recovered 
at their disclosure. 

Vice prez recalls contributions of 
Dr Rajendra Prasad
Guwahati, Dec. 3 ( PTI): Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu today recalled Dr Rajendra Prasad’s contribu-
tions to independent India on the occasion of the 133rd 
birth anniversary of  the first President of  India here 
today. In a brief  programme at the Raj Bhavan here, 
which lasted for about 20 minutes, the vice president 
and Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi remembered 
Prasad s invaluable services for the development of the 
nation, an official release said.

Nitish announces Rs one crore 
grant to cyclone-hit Lakshdweep
Patna, Dec. 3 (PTI): Expressing sympathy towards 
those affected by cyclone Ockhi in Lakshdweep, Bihar 
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar today announced an 
assistance of Rs one crore to the island ravaged by the 
calamity. “We are with the people of Lakshadweep in 
this hour of crisis”, the Chief Minister was quoted as 
saying in a release. He also decided to send Rs one crore 
from the Chief Minister’s Relief  Fund to the cyclone-
ravaged island, the release added.

71 TN fishermen, 248 from Kerala 
rescued — Defence minister 

Gandhi hits out at PM on crime against women in Gujarat

NIA, UP police team attacked 
during raid to nab arms supplier 

Cash, gold seized in tax raids 
on Bengaluru medical labs 

People now fear 
cows, not tiger — RJD 
supremo Lalu Prasad

Protests mark 33rd anniversary 
of Bhopal gas tragedy

Naxals kill villager on suspicion 
of being ‘police informer’

Murdered Gurugram schoolboy’s 
advocate attacked by Delhi Police officer

Will ensure fair, transparent 
polls in Gujarat — EC

Gujarat Congress candidate 
arrested after attack on brother

Nirmala Sitharaman (File Photo)

Chennai, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
A total of  357 fishermen, 
including 71 from Tamil 
Nadu, stranded in sea due 
to Cyclone Ockhi, were 
rescued this morning, De-
fence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said today.

In addition to the fish-
ermen from Tamil Nadu, 
248 from Kerala and 38 
from Lakshadweep Is-
lands, were rescued by 
Airforce, Navy and Coast 
Guard personnel, she said 
in a tweet.

“An update on the 
search and rescue efforts 
being done by the Indian 
Navy, Coast Guard and 
Air Force to save the lives 
of  fishermen affected by 
#CycloneOckhi : 357 fish-
ermen have been saved 
as of  10 am today,” she 

said in her official Twitter 
handle.

Sitharaman will visit 
cyclone-hit Kanyakumari 
later today to take stock 
of  the situation.

She will be arriving 
in  Kanyakumar i  th i s 

eve n i n g  f r o m  T h i r u -
vananthapuram and is 
scheduled to stay there 
till tomorrow, the defence 
public relations officer 
here said.

Posting a fact-sheet, 
Sitharaman said since 

November 30, the Coast 
Guard (CG) deployed two 
ships, an equal number 
of  fixed wing aircraft and 
one helicopter for search 
and rescue of  Tamil Nadu 
fishermen.

Similarly, the Coast 
Guard deployed seven 
ships in Kerala and one in 
Lakshadweep islands.

The Navy deployed 
six ships, two fixed wing 
aircraft and two helicop-
ters in Kerala while the 
Air Force deployed one 
aircraft and two helicop-
ters for Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala.

On December 2, the 
Coast Guard deployed 
one each ship and fixed 
wing aircraft in Tamil 
Nadu and eight ships and 
two fixed wing aircraft 

(FWA which also took 
care of  Lakshadweep Is-
lands) besides one heli-
copter for Kerala.

Yesterday, the Navy 
deployed eight ships, two 
FWA and four helicopters 
for Kerala besides two 
ships and two FWA for 
Lakshadweep Islands for 
search and rescue opera-
tions.

The Airforce deployed 
two helicopters for Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala.

While the CG saved 
71 fishermen from Tamil 
Nadu and 114 from Ker-
ala, the Navy rescued 121 
from Kerala and Air Force 
15.

Merchant vessels and 
trawlers saved 36 off  the 
coast of  Kerala and Lak-
shwadeep Islands.

New Delhi, Dec. 3 (PTI): Congress 
vice president Rahul Gandhi today 
targeted Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the issue of  crime against 
women in Gujarat and raised con-
cerns over their safety, even as he 
accused him of  merely making prom-
ises.

Gandhi asked his fifth question 
in his “a question a day” series in the 
run up to Gujarat assembly elections 
and demanded answers over the al-
leged failure of  the Modi-led govern-
ment in fulfilling the promises.

Launching a counter-attack, Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi alleged that the questions 
showed the “feudal fantasy” of  the 
Congress.

“The women got neither safety, 
nor education or nutrition, but only 
exploitation. From Anganwadi to 
ASHA workers, everyone was disap-
pointed. Only promises were made 
to the women of  Gujarat and it was 
never their intention to fulfil them,” 
Gandhi tweeted.

He also tagged a picture carrying 
statistics on women safety, education 
and health.

“Why is Gujarat ranked 3rd in 
women trafficking, 5th in acid attacks 
and 10th in the rape of  minor girls...
Why are the two most important cit-
ies, Ahmedabad and Surat, ranked 
among the top ten in crime against 
women in India?” it claimed.

“Why does Gujarat lag behind 
at 20th place in girl child education? 
Why has female literacy rate dropped 
from 70.3 per cent to 57.8 between 
2001 to 2011? Why has maternal 
mortality rate risen to 85, putting 
the state at number 11 in 15 states in 
reduction of  MMR,” it asked.

The Congress leader, who is 
leading his party’s poll campaign 
in the western state, had earlier ac-
cused the prime minister of  “com-
mercialising education at the cost 
of  government schools and institu-
tions, and hitting students hard with 
fee hikes”.

The tagline of  his posers to the 

prime minister is “22 salon ka hisaab, 
Gujarat mange jawaab (Gujarat de-
mands answers for 22 years of  BJP 
rule)”.

Gandhi had earlier asked Modi 
why public money was “squandered” 
in purchasing power at higher rates 
from private companies in Gujarat. 
He also asked why the people of  
Gujarat should pay for the “financial 
mismanagement” and publicity by 
him.

Hitting back, Naqvi alleged, 
“Those who cannot differentiate be-
tween ‘burger and baingan (brinjal)’, 
‘pyaz (onion) and pizza’ and ‘cake 
and banana’ are trying to become 
‘champion of  questions’. This is the 
Congress’ feudal fantasy.”

Congress spokesperson Suhmita 
Dev later claimed that none of the top 
BJP leaders had any answers to the 
questions raised by Gandhi.

He said the Congress was contest-
ing this election for the betterment of  
Gujarat and of  its people, including 
women, youth and the poor.

Ghaziabad/New Delhi, 
Dec. 3 (IANS): A team 
of  NIA and Uttar Pradesh 
Police was attacked by a 
mob early on Sunday when 
it raided a village in Ghaz-
iabad district to arrest a 
suspected arms supplier 
linked to the killing of  Pun-
jab RSS leader Ravinder 
Gosain in Ludhiana, of-
ficials said.

Constable Tahzib Khan 
suffered a leg injury when 
the mob pelted the raiding 
team with stones and even 
fired at them in Nahali vil-
lage in Pilkhuwa area, fol-
lowing which officials too 
fired in the air. The team 
had gone looking for arms 
supplier Malook.

The mob also damaged 
an official vehicle in stone-
pelting.

“We raided the village 
on a tip-off  about some 
suspects who supplied fire-

arms to the suspects who 
killed Gosain,” a National 
Investigation Agency of-
ficial told IANS. 

The official said a large 
crowd of  both men and 
women tried to obstruct 
the team. 

“Some people even 
started firing, followed by 
stone-pelting. The mob 
also set up multiple road-
blocks to obstruct officials 
from discharging their du-
ties. 

In self-defence, Uttar 
Pradesh Police and NIA 
men also fired in the air,” 
the official said. 

Police meanwhile said 
during investigation, an 
arms supplier’s name was 
found and to nab him, 
the NIA conducted raids 
in Meerut from where it 
found a further lead that 
the arms supplier who had 
actually supplied the weap-

ons was Malook, son of  
Shokeen, resident of  Na-
hali under Bhojpur police 
station of  Ghaziabad rural. 

The NIA said it is ques-
tioning suspects Raman-
deep Singh and Hardeep 
Singh regarding the mur-
der of  Gosain, 60, who 
was shot dead on October 
17 near his house while 
returning after a morning 
RSS meeting. 

The NIA took over the 
case from Punjab Police 
following a November 16 
order by the Home Min-
istry. 

The killing was the lat-
est in a series of  murderous 
attacks on right-wing and 
religious leaders in Punjab.

The NIA had re-regis-
tered a FIR for murder and 
other offences under the In-
dian Penal Code, Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
and the Arms Act.

Bengaluru, Dec. 3 (IANS): 
The Income Tax (I-T) De-
partment has seized Rs 1.4 
crore in cash and 3.5 kg gold 
and jewellery during raids 
conducted on five medical 
labs and two In Vitro Ferti-
lisation (IVF) clinic doctors 
during the last three days, 
said a top tax official on 
Saturday.

“The raids on the five 
medical diagnostic centres 
and two IVF clinics/doc-
tors in the city also detected 
secret foreign bank accounts 
and deposits worth crores 
of  rupees, besides foreign 
currency,” I-T Joint Director 
G. Ramesh told IANS here.

The searches also found 
that though the labs had 

declared previously undis-
closed income of  over Rs 
100 crore, the referral fees 
in the case of  a single lab 
exceeded Rs 200 crore.

“Advance in cash paid 
to the doctors as an imprest 
(fund kept as an advance 
for a particular purpose and 
periodically restored) from 
which the actual referral 
fees payable was found to be 
adjusted.The normal com-
mission for doctors in these 
labs for a Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging (MRI) test 
was found to be 35 per cent, 
and about 20 per cent in case 
of Computed Tomography 
(CT) scan and other lab tests, 
it said.

Some of  the labs that 

were raided had employed 
“commission agents” who 
would distribute money 
to doctors in envelopes, 
Ramesh said.

“The agents would insert 
a chit in these envelopes 
while giving them to the doc-
tors, that would contain the 
details of the patient referred 
by a certain doctor, the doc-
tor’s name, test details and 
their amounts along with the 
commission amount to be 
given to the doctor,” added 
the statement. 

 The doctors  were 
“very particular” about the 
amounts to be paid to them 
and would return the enve-
lopes if  they didn’t receive 
the payments, it added.

Gaya (Bihar), Dec.3 (PTI): 
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad 
today accused the BJP of  
promoting cow vigilant-
ism in the country and said 
people earlier used to fear 
tigers, but now, were scared 
of cows.

The former Bihar chief  
minister also said that he 
would fight the BJP, even 
if  he was “hanged in pub-
lic” by the Narendra Modi 
government. “The BJP has 
vitiated the atmosphere in 
the country.

Had (Mahatma) Gandhi 
been alive today, he would 
have felt ashamed. Earlier, 
people used to fear tigers. 

Now they are scared of  
cows,” he said. Prasad was 
speaking at a function or-
ganised to mark 100 years of  
a Muslim orphanage here.

Lashing out at his arch 
rival and Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, Prasad 
said, “He cheated the people 
by quitting the ‘Grand Alli-
ance’ which we had formed 
together. He will get a befit-
ting reply from the people in 
times to come”.

“He (Kumar) changes 
colours like a chameleon. 
One can never predict in 
which direction he will 
move”, the RJD chief  al-
leged.

Bhopal, Dec. 3 (IANS): Angry protests 
were witnessed in Bhopal on Sunday as the 
city marked the 33rd anniversary of the gas 
tragedy that killed thousands.

The decades-old pain was visible on the 
faces of protesters as they shouted slogans 
against the state and the Central government 
and also the Union Carbide Corporation for 
their apathy and inaction.

Early on December 3, 1984, toxic methyl 
isocyanate leaked from the Union Carbide 
Corporation’s pesticide plant here, killing 
and injuring thousands. Lakhs of people are 
still affected and many are dying.

On the other hand, several people, under 

the leadership of Bhopal Group for Infor-
mation and Action, held a demonstration 
outside the Raj Bhavan.

The protesters, draped in a white cloth, 
lay on the road outside the Governor’s of-
ficial residence since 6 a.m., protesting the 
timing of the marathon ‘Run Bhopal Run’ 
which is being held on Sunday. While half  
of  Bhopal is mourning, the other half  is 
celebrating, they said.

The Bhopal Group for Information and 
Action took out another rally that reached 
the site of the Union Carbide Corporation 
plant and announced that they will continue 
to protest until justice is done.

Raipur, Dec. 3 (PTI): A 
42-year-old villager was 
killed allegedly by Naxals 
in Chhattisgarh’s Kanker 
district on the suspicion 
that he was a ‘police in-
former’, police said today.

The body of  Bele Ram 
Dhruv was found this 
morning on the outskirts 
of  his village Sarandi un-
der Tadoki police station 
limits, a senior police of-
ficial told PTI.

As per preliminary 
information, a group of  
ultras stormed inside the 
house of  Dhruv, who was 
running a small  cycle 
store along with grocery 
shop in the village, last 
night and took him along 
with them into a nearby 
forest.

They then strangled 
him to death and threw 
his body there, he said.

After getting informa-
tion, a police team rushed 
to the spot and his body 
was brought for postmor-
tem, he added.

“Dhruv’s two brothers 
are posted as policemen 
in Kanker district,” the 
official added.

The exact cause be-
hind the murder was yet to 
be ascertained. However, 
some Maoist pamphlets 
recovered from the spot 
in which he was branded 
as a “police informer”, 
he said.

A search operation 
was launched in the re-
gion to nab the assailants, 
he said.

New Delhi, Dec. 3 (IANS): Sushil Thek-
riwal, the counsel of  murdered Gurguram 
schoolboy Pradhuman Thakur, was on 
Saturday evening attacked by a Delhi 
Police official here, his wife said. Police 
however denied it.

Thekriwal’s wife Mamta Thekri-
wal told IANS: “We were attacked by 
a Delhi Police officer outside Ashoka 
Hotel here.”

She also said that the couple and their 
son had gone to Ashoka hotel for dinner 
and the incident happened around 8.30 
p.m. when the family came out. She also 
alleged that the Delhi Police officer who 

assaulted her husband also threatened him 
to leave the Pradhuman Thakur case.

“The Delhi Police officer also mishabe-
haved with me when I tried to make the 
video of  the incident,” she alleged.

Thekriwal identified the Delhi Police 
cop as Sanjeev Singh Yadav, through his 
name plate on his uniform.

Pradhuman Thakur, 7, a student of  
class 2 at Ryan International School was 
found murdered in the school premises 
on September 8. However, a senior Delhi 
Police official denied the incident, saying 
the lawyer was only restrained as he had 
strayed into the “VIP route”.

Ahmedabad, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
(EC) today said it has direct-
ed the election machinery in 
Gujarat to ensure effective 
monitoring and comprehen-
sive planning for “free, fair 
and transparent” polls in the 
state. The EC reviewed poll 
preparations in Gujarat over 
the last two days.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner AK Joti told reporters 
that the state election ma-
chinery had been directed to 
ensure effective monitoring, 
vigilance and planning to 
address concerns of political 
parties and instill confidence 
in the electorate.

Joti said the EC is also 
considering suggestions 
made by political parties.

Various political parties 
demanded that officers be 
not posted in the same booth 
where they were posted in 
2012, he said. A political 
party demanded that jam-
mers be installed at strong 
rooms and polling stations, 
and EVMs and voter-verified 
paper audit trails (VVPATs) 
are demonstrated to them 
after candidate settings, he 
said. A party also demanded 
that the clause of  punish-
ment to voter be removed in 
case his complaint regarding 
wrong recording of vote in 
VVPAT turns out to be in-
correct.  “The Commission 
took note of  the concerns 
and suggestions of the par-
ties and assured them that 
it would put in place an ef-

fective mechanism to ensure 
smooth conduct of the entire 
poll process,” the CEC said.

There are 4.35 crore vot-
ers in the state, including 
2.26 crore male, 2.08 crore 
female and 702 third gen-
der. A total 17.46 lakh new 
voters have been added, of  
which 12.37 lakh are in the 
18-19 age group, he said.

Joti said the names of  
8.39 lakh voters have been 
deleted and copies of  final 
rolls have been given to all 
recognised political parties.

Elections will be held at 
50,264 polling stations in-
cluding one all-women poll-
ing booth in each constitu-
ency, Joti said, adding EVM 
machines with VVPATs will 
be used everywhere.

Rajkot, Dec. 3 (IANS): 
Congress’ Gujarat legisla-
tor Indraneel Rajyaguru, 
who is contesting against 
Gujarat Chief  Minister 
Vijay Rupani from Rajkot 
West, was on Saturday ar-
rested following a ruckus 
between party workers and 
police after his brother was 
attacked by some goons 
while campaigning.

Deepu Rajyaguru was 
attacked late Saturday late 
evening at the Brahm Sa-
maj Chowk. A ruckus fol-
lowed after as Indraneel 
Rajyaguru, who is the sit-
ting member from Rajkot 
East, and other Congress 
workers rushed to the 
scene. 

As Indraneel Rajyagu-

ru and Congress supporters 
went to the police station 
to complain, an altercation 
ensued between and police 
and the Congress legisla-
tor and others sat down 
opposite the police station 
on a sit-down to demand 
action. Police subsequently 

arrested the legislator and 
others.

According to sources, 
police also arrested Mitul 
Donga, the Congress can-
didate for the Rajkot East 
constituency. A standoff  
between the Congress 
and police was on till 11 

p.m. and police also baton 
charged Rajyaguru’s sup-
porters.

Reacting to the inci-
dent, Congress’ Gujarat 
chief  Bharatsinh Solanki 
said: “It is now for the peo-
ple to understand how the 
BJP government is func-
tioning. 

If  it is the situation for 
us politicians, people need 
to understand what would 
happen to common people. 
This is playing politics at its 
dirtiest low.” 

Meanwhile, Deepu Ra-
jyaguru has been rushed to 
hospital. 

The incident came on 
the eve of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to 
the Gujarat city on Sunday.
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News IN BrIef
Trump says he never asked Comey 
to stop Flynn probe
Washington, Dec. 3 (PTI/AP): President Donald 
Trump says on Twitter that he never asked former 
FBI director James Comey to stop investigating his ex-
national security adviser Michael Flynn. Comey testified 
before Congress in June that Trump asked him if could 
see to “letting Flynn go.” Comey said that request came a 
day after Trump forced Flynn to resign his White House 
post. Trump in an early morning tweet today said, “I 
never asked Comey to stop investigating Flynn. Just 
more Fake News covering another Comey lie!” Flynn 
pleaded guilty on Friday to lying to the FBI and agreed 
to cooperate with special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into Russian meddling in the 2016 election.

Yemen rebels claim missile launch 
toward UAE; no UAE comment
Dubai, Dec. 3 (PTI/AP): Yemen’s Shiite rebels have 
claimed that they launched a missile toward an under-
construction nuclear power plant in the United Arab 
Emirates. Emirati officials had no immediate comment.
The USD 20 billion Barakah nuclear power plant is 
in Abu Dhabi’s far western desert. The first of its four 
reactors, being built in the UAE’s near its border with 
Saudi Arabia, is scheduled to come online in 2018. 
Today’s claim comes amid heavy fighting in Yemen’s 
capital, Sanaa, between the Shiite rebels known as 
Houthis and some of their former allies led by Yemen’s 
former president, Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

11 militants nabbed in Pakistan 
anti-terror operations
Islamabad, Dec. 3 (IANS): Pakistani security forces 
on Sunday arrested 11 militants during intelligence 
based operations in the country’s Balochistan province 
and recovered a huge cache of arms and ammunition, 
an official said. According to a statement issued by the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the operations 
were carried out in various parts of  the province by 
paramilitary troops, frontier corps, police and intelligence 
agencies. Together they apprehended 11 members of the 
proscribed Balochistan Republican Army. The suspects 
were nabbed from the Sanni Shoran area in Sibi. 

Afghan clashes claim 11 lives
Kabul, Dec. 3 (IANS): At least 11 persons, including 
two soldiers, were killed as clashes erupted between 
security forces and the Taliban in eastern Afghanistan, 
officials said here on Sunday. The clashes took place in 
Nani village of Andar district on Saturday. The dead also 
included nine militants, Xinhua news agency reported.

13 killed in S.Korea boat capsize 
Seoul, Dec. 3 (IANS): At least 13 people were killed 
and two others reported missing on Sunday after a 
South Korean fishing boat capsized off the coast of the 
city of Incheon. The 9.77-tonne chartered fishing boat, 
with two crew members and 20 passengers on board, 
collided with a 336-tonne tanker in the waters near 
Yeongheung Island, at 6.12 a.m., reports Xinhua news 
agency. Authorities have mobilised four helicopters and 
14 boats for rescue operation.

AP/PTI

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani poses during the inauguration a newly built extension of the port of 
Chabahar, near the Pakistani border, on the Gulf of Oman, southeastern Iran, Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017. 

In big strategic breakthrough, Chabahar 
port inaugurated by Iranian president

UNHCr tells rohingyas Jammu may 
not be safe, offers relocation funds

World leaders gather in Nairobi for pollution-free planet 

US withdraws from UN’s Global Compact on Migration

Palestinians urge Arab, 
Islamic governments to 
stop ‘Al-Aqsa incursions’

At least 20 killed, five missing 
in Indonesian landslides, floods

Tehran/New Delhi, Dec. 
3 (IANS): In a significant 
sign of  successful trilateral 
cooperation, Iran President 
Hassan Rouhani on Sunday 
inaugurated the first phase 
of the Shahid Beheshti Port 
in the country’ southeastern 
city of  Chabahar as India, 
Iran and Afghanistan dis-
cussed further transit op-
tions.

The port opens a new 
strategic transit route be-
tween Iran, India, Afghani-
stan and other Central Asian 
nations bypassing Pakistan.

The project in Iran’s 
southeastern Sistan-Bal-
uchestan Province was in-
augurated in a ceremony 
attended by 60 foreign 
guests from 17 countries, 
including Indian Minister 
of  State for Shipping Pon 
Radhakrishnan, at the port 
located by the Sea of Oman.

Located 645 km to the 
south of Zahedan, the pro-
vincial capital city, the only 
oceanic port of  Iran will 
now link its Sistan and Bal-
uchestan provinces to Cen-
tral Asia and Afghanistan.

“We are happy that the 
first wheat shipment for 
Afghanistan has been sent 
to the country’s people via 
the Iranian port,” Rouhani 
said, according to IRNA 
news agency.

According to an Indian 
External Affairs Ministry 
statement issued in New 
Delhi, Radhakrishnan rep-
resented India in the second 
meeting of  the India-Iran-
Afghanistan ministerial-
level trilateral meeting on 
Chabahar port development 
on Sunday.

“In the trilateral meeting 
with Iranian Transport Min-
ister Abbas Akhoundi and 
Afghan Trade and Com-

merce Minister Humayoon 
Rasaw, the three sides re-
viewed and positively as-
sessed the progress in the de-
velopment of Chabahar port 
and reiterated their commit-
ment to complete and opera-
tionalise the port at the earli-
est that would contribute to 
bilateral and regional trade 
and economic development 
and also provide alternate 
access to landlocked Af-
ghanistan to regional and 

global markets,” it said.
According to a joint 

statement issued follow-
ing the meeting, the three 
Ministers decided to finalize 
protocols related to transport 
and transit, ports, customs 
procedures and consular 
affairs.

“Reiterating the im-
portance of Chabahar as a 
hub for regional economic 
connectivity and their com-
mitment to work towards 

this objective, the Ministers 
commended the joint efforts 
of the three countries in the 
recent successful transit of  
wheat from India to Afghan-
istan through Chabahar,” 
it said.

“It was also reiterated 
to organize a connectiv-
ity event involving all stake-
holders at Chabahar at the 
earliest so as to increase 
awareness about the new 
opportunities offered by 
Chabahar Port,” it said.

The three Ministers 
agreed that an integrated 
development of  connectiv-
ity infrastructure including 
ports, road and rail networks 
would open up greater op-
portunities for regional 
market access and contrib-
ute towards the economic 
integration and benefit of  
the three countries and the 
region, according to the joint 
statement.

The port’s inauguration 
comes more than a month 
after the first consignment of  
wheat from India to Afghan-
istan was sent via Chabahar 
- the first shipment after the 
trilateral agreement to de-
velop the port as a transport 
and transit corridor between 
India, Iran and Afghanistan 
was signed by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi with Ira-
nian and Afghan Presidents 

Rouhani and Ashraf Ghani, 
respectively, in May last year.

Shahid Beheshti Port 
will be regarded as a new 
development stage for the 
province, President Rouhani 
said in Sunday’s event. The 
capacity of  the port is 8.5 
million tonnes.

Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Javad Zarif  said the port 
would reinforce Iranian-
Indiam mutual and regional 
cooperation. “It also shows 
the importance of  the port 
in the development of  the 
region and the routes that 
connect Central Asian 
states to other countries in 
the world through the Sea 
of  Oman and the Indian 
Ocean.”

The port will increase 
the capacity of loading and 
unloading of  the ships as 
well as the employment rate 
in the province, according 
to an official with the Sistan 
and Baluchestan Ports and 
Maritime Organisation. 

Ahead of the inaugura-
tion, India’s External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj on 
a surprise stopover on her 
way back from a Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
meeting in Russia met her 
Iranian counterpart Zarif  
in Tehran on Saturday and 
discussed the port project 
among other issues.

Jammu/New Delhi, Dec. 3 (IANS): 
Just past noon on November 8, two 
United Nations officers from Delhi 
waited for about two dozen Ro-
hingya refugees in a white, ground-
floor room in Jammu with a mes-
sage: “You may face problems or 
dangers in Jammu, move out if  you 
want, we will fund you,” several 
refugees said.

The Rohingyas mainly Muslims 
had fled Myanmar because of  a 
military crackdown against them 
in Buddhist-majority Myanmar. 
They reached Jammu after travelling 
through Bangladesh and crossing 
the border in West Bengal. They are 
spread out in several refugee camps.

But protests by members of  the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Jam-
mu and Kashmir National Panthers 
Party (JKNPP) have added an element 
of uncertainty to their stay in Jammu. 
The protestors have been demanding 
the Muslim refugees be ousted from 
Jammu, calling them “illegal”. 

The UN officers, who belonged to 
the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR), along with 
UNHCR’s partner organisations, later 

visited Rohingya refugee settlements 
in Jammu with the same message, 
according to refugees at the five settle-
ments which this IANS correspondent 
visited.

“They came here and said that we 
may face problems in Jammu and they 
will give money if  we want to go to 
Delhi, Hyderabad, or Mewat,” Iman 
Sheriff, 22, said outside his shack in 
Channi Rama of south Jammu.

The aid from UNHCR includes 
travel expenses, assistance to build a 
shack in the new place, and ration for 
a month, according to the refugees.

When reached for a comment 
on the relocation of  refugees from 
Jammu, UNHCR, which protects 
refugees and resolves their problems 
worldwide, told IANS that it had been 
“supporting some refugees in Jammu 
who wish to move to other locations”.

A UNHCR spokesperson said 
it was due to “protection concerns, 
among other reasons”, but did not 
elaborate. “At this stage, we are only 
able to provide this information,” a 
UNHCR email response read. 

“They are big people and we 
are illiterate. How will we ask them 

questions?” Anwar Hussain, 26, said, 
when asked whether they sought any 
clarification from UNHCR.

But very few are willing to take up 
the offer.

IANS spoke to several of the refu-
gees. But they said that despite protests 
they were not ready to leave. “We are 
used to Jammu, we know everyone 
over here, why would we leave?” 
Anwar said.

The refugees, who had left their 
farms, houses and life savings behind, 
said they were not ready to face an-
other displacement.

“What if  the UN later tells us that 
Delhi is not safe, go to Kolkata? What 
if  they then tell us to go back to Myan-
mar?” another refugee asked.

“I’ll be the last one to leave,” Sher-
iff, a ragpicker, said, standing next to 
huge piles of plastic bottles, cardboard 
and waste -- his workplace -- in Channi 
Rama.

Rohingyas, an ethnic minority in 
Myanmar, were denied citizenship 
in the country. Termed as one of the 
“world’s most persecuted minority” 
they have been facing brutality at the 
hands of the Myanmar military.

Nairobi, Dec. 3 (IANS): The UN 
Environment Assembly, the world’s 
highest decision making body on the 
environment with delegates from 193 
countries, will gather in this Kenyan 
capital for three days from Monday to 
step up action to counter rising pollu-
tion levels.

Tackling pollution is a crucial insur-
ance policy for current and future gen-
erations, United Nations Environment 
head Erik Solheim said in a message 
ahead of the third Assembly that will 
see a gathering of UN organizations, 
specialised agencies, inter-governmen-
tal organizations, celebrities and CEOs 
of multinational companies.

This year’s Assembly will be cli-
mate-neutral and will feature side 
events that confront pollution in its 
various forms, a spokesperson for UN 
Environment told IANS here.

The Assembly aims to deliver a 
number of  tangible commitments to 
end the pollution of air, land, water-
ways and oceans and to safely manage 
chemicals and waste.

A political declaration on pollution, 
linked to the Sustainable Development 
Goals to signal that humanity can work 
together to eliminate the threat of pol-
lution and the destruction of planet is 

likely to be adopted, the spokesperson 
said. Resolutions and decisions adopt-
ed by the member states to address 
specific dimensions of  pollution will 
also be on the agenda.

At the summit, high-profile lead-
ers and corporate honchos will share 
their experiences in the areas related 
to the promotion of business models, 
integrated policies and regulations, 
multi-stakeholder partnerships, innova-
tion and safe technologies towards the 
cleaner planet.

A list of  Who’s Who at the As-
sembly includes former Indian and 
US astronauts Rakesh Sharma and 
Mae Jemison, NASA’s chief  climate 
scientist Paul Newman, international 
singer Ellie Goulding, Bollywood 
actress Dia Mirza, Chinese billionaire 
and environmental activist Wang 
Wenbiao and United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change 
head Patricia Espinosa. Wei Wei Hu, 
head of Chinese bike-sharing startup 
Mobike, is also attending. One hundred 
bicycles provided by her company for 
delegates to move around during the 
Assembly will play an important role 
in the campus mobility project.

Mobilising finance and invest-
ment in low-carbon opportunities and 

cleaner production and consump-
tion will drive innovation and help 
to counter pollution, Solheim said. 
“Frankly, what’s happening in many 
cities around the world is criminal and 
people deserve far better. Living in a 
city should not mean being condemned 
to poor health and an early death. On 
the positive side, both policy-makers 
and citizens are increasingly aware of  
the issue,” Solheim told IANS. More 
and more companies are starting to see 
the benefits of sustainable practices.

“I think we’ve seen a shift from the 
kind of superficial, ‘greenwashing’ type 
initiatives to a more fundamental un-
derstanding that sustainable business is 
good business. The financial sector and 
big investors are also looking at not just 
the balance sheets, but the long-term 
sustainability of any company’s busi-
ness model,” Solheim added.

The launch of a UN Environment 
report on natural resource with case 
studies from India and China and hun-
dreds of cyclists hitting the road to beat 
pollution with high-level participants 
like Nairobi Governor Mike Mbuvi 
Sonko and Dutch and Chinese Ambas-
sadors Frans Makken and Liu Xianfa, 
as also Solheim, have been lined up on 
the margins of the Assembly.

United Nations, Dec. 3 
(PTI): The US today said 
it has pulled out of Global 
Compact on Migration, ar-
guing that the Obama-era 
negotiated UN deal contains 
numerous provisions that 
are “inconsistent” with its 
immigration and refugee 
policies and the Trump Ad-
ministration’s immigration 
principles.

“President Trump de-
termined that the US would 
end its participation in the 
Compact process that aims 
to reach international con-
sensus at the UN in 2018,” 

the US Mission to the Unit-
ed Nations said in a state-
ment.

Earlier, the mission in-
formed the UN Secretary-
General about the US deci-
sion to end its participation 
in the Global Compact on 
Migration.

US participation in the 
Compact process began in 
2016, following the Obama 
Administration s decision 
to join the UN s New York 
Declaration on migration.

“The New York Decla-
ration contains numerous 
provisions that are inconsist-

ent with US immigration 
and refugee policies and the 
Trump Administration s im-
migration principles,” it said.

US Ambassador to the 
UN Nikki Haley said Amer-
ica is proud of  its immi-
grant heritage and its long-
standing moral leadership in 
providing support to migrant 
and refugee populations 
across the globe.

No country has done 
more than the United States, 
and its generosity will con-
tinue, she said.

“But our decisions on 
immigration policies must 

always be made by Ameri-
cans and Americans alone. 
We will decide how best 
to control our borders and 
who will be allowed to en-
ter our country. The global 
approach in the New York 
Declaration is simply not 
compatible with US sover-
eignty,” she said. 

Under the Trump ad-
ministration, the US has 
pulled out of several global 
commitments including the 
UN culture and education 
body, UNESCO, and the 
Paris climate change agree-
ment.

Ramallha, Dec. 3 (IANS): 
The Palestinian national 
unity government on Sun-
day urged the governments 
of  Arab and Islamic coun-
tries to end “incursions into 
Al-Aqsa Mosque” by Jew-
ish settlers under the protec-
tion of Israeli forces.

Government Spokes-
person Yousef  Al-Mah-
moud said in a statement 
that the settlers stepped 
atop the Dome of  the 
Rock inside the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound, under 
the protection of  the Israeli 
police and military forces, 
describing it as “insistence 
by the Israeli government 
to desecrate holy sites and 
attacking the most sacred 
site for Arabs and Muslims 
in occupied Arab Jeru-
salem city, violating all 
norms, international laws, 
human principles and eth-
ics,” Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Al-Mahmoud held the 
Israeli government respon-
sible for “all crimes com-
mitted by settler gangs to-
wards Al-Aqsa Mosque,” 
and warned of  possible 
consequences resulting 
from “those escalating ag-
gressive steps,” that could 
possibly lead to “triggering 
a horrific religion con-

flict”.
Al-Aqsa Mosque is sa-

cred to both Muslims and 
Jews, who refer to it as the 
Temple Mount. 

For Muslims, it is con-
sidered the third holiest 
site, and it is located in a 
spacious compound be-
sides the golden Dome of  
the Rock, together known 
as Al-Haram Al-Sharif  or 
Noble Sanctuary, inside the 
Old City of Jerusalem that 
was referred to by Unesco 
as an Islamic site.

Al-Haram Al-Sharif has 
been administered by the 
Jordanian Islamic Waqf  
Ministry since 1948, but 
after Israel took over, it was 
obliged to respect the sta-
tus quo and not make any 
changes to the status, laws 
and institutions in occupied 
East Jerusalem.

Palestinians repeatedly 
warned against Israeli gov-
ernment attempts to break 
this status quo agreement 
with Jordan and impose 
changes to the holy site. 

Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem, which was oc-
cupied by Israel in 1967, to 
be the capital of their future 
state, while Israel refuses to 
divide the city and wants 
“Greater Jerusalem” as its 
capital. 

Jakarta, Dec. 3 (IANS): At 
least 20 people were killed 
and five others were miss-
ing as landslides and floods 
struck Indonesia’s East Java 
province, a government offi-
cial from the disaster agency 
said on Saturday.

The landslides and 
floods were triggered by a 
cyclone from the Indian 
Ocean which also swept 
other provinces, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The number of  people 
who are force to leave their 
homes increased to 2,050 
on Saturday from 1,879 a 
day earlier as the natural 
disasters in Pacitan district 
of East Java province devas-
tated 1,709 houses, spokes-
man of the national disaster 
management agency Sutopo 

Purwo Nugroho was quoted 
as saying.

“Search for the victims 
is going on and evacuation 
has been carried out, involv-
ing personnel from disaster 
agency and search and res-
cue offices as well as soldiers, 
policemen and volunteers,” 
he said. At least four people 
were injured in the floods 
and landslides, said Sutopo.

The cyclone from the 
Indian Ocean triggered 
landslides, floods and whirl 
winds in 28 districts in the 
provinces of East Java, Yo-
gyakarta and Bali.

The cyclone occurred 
on Tuesday with 65 km per 
hour in speed, centring at 32 
km in south and southeast of  
East Java province, accord-
ing to the agency.
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Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Firangi (Hindi)

5 pm: Trian to busan
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Meghan Markle’s $675 handbag sold out
A burgundy leather tote flaunted by British royal Prince Harry’s fiancee Meghan Mar-
kle was sold out hours after the former “Suits” actress was spotted with it. It was a bag 
from Strathberry. A spokesperson for the Scottish brand, which was launched in 2013 
by Leeanne Hundleby and her husband Guy, told The Telegraph: “It’s just amazing for 
us, it really is the greatest.” At the time Hundleby decided to send Markle a selection of  
purses, it had not yet been announced that she was engaged to Prince Harry, reports peo-
ple.com. “It was a fantastic surprise and we are really excited. We’re suddenly incredibly 
busy,” the spokesperson added. Before this, Markle’s engagement dress also became an 
instant hit soon after she made her appearance in the outfit. (IANS)

Jack Pucho and The Warehouse Band in performance during the ongoing Hornbill International Music Festival held at the Agri Expo in Dimapur.

British singer Ellie Goulding is UN 
environment global goodwill ambassador

Hornbill Int’l Music Festival: Praise Sunday attracts thousands
Day-4: Bands performing at “Nagaland Unboxed”

Sheeran not disappointed 
with Grammy snub

B
ritish singer-songwriter 
Ellie Goulding is a Global 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
UN Environment, joining 
the fight to save the lives 

and habitats of people and animals by 
cleaning up the planet’s air and seas, 
fighting climate change and protect-
ing species.

“It’s a huge honour to become a 
UN Environment Global Goodwill 
Ambassador,” an official statement 
quoting Ellie said.

“Yes, we face huge global chal-
lenges, but we are also taking game-
changing steps forward and that 
should inspire us.

“My focus will be on amplifying 
the activism of young people commit 
ted to creating a bright future. I want 
as many people as possible to become 
advocates for the planet,” she said.

Ellie, 30, took up her new role on 
Saturday in Kenya, surrounded by 
giraffes at the Giraffe Manor in the 
leafy suburbs of Nairobi, where UN 
Environment has its headquarters.

She later travelled to the iconic 
Maasai Mara to learn more about 
the threats facing wildlife due to 
habitat loss, and to see the traditional 
cooking methods that are responsible 
for millions of deaths every year in 
low-income countries.

“I have struggled with 
asthma all my life, so I 
know how horrible it 
feels not being able to 
breathe properly,” 
she said.

“Millions of  
people across the world are in 
this position, living in cities with 
air polluted by cars and factories, 
or in rural settings where 3 billion 
people cook, and heat their homes, 
using open fires without appropriate 
ventilation.

“Inhaling this dirty air is slowly 

killing people - often women and chil-
dren in the case of indoor cooking. I 
saw this first-hand in the Maasai vil-
lage, and was so pleased to be able to 
contribute clean cookstoves for all the 
huts. I want to do whatever I can to 
make our air cleaner by working with 
UN Environment to inspire action to 
address this crisis.”

Overall, environmental degrada-
tion causes nearly one in four of all 
deaths worldwide, or 12.6 million 
people a year, and the widespread 
destruction of ecosystems. Air pollu-
tion, which is the single biggest envi-
ronmental killer, claims 6.5 million 
lives each year.

Poor air quality, and pollution of  
all forms, is high on the agenda of the 
UN Environment Assembly, which 
Ellie will attend when it begins on 
December 4 in Nairobi.

Over 2,000 heads of state, min-
isters, business leaders, UN officials 

and civil 
society 

repre-
senta-

tives 
are 

gathering at the meeting to find new 
ways to deal with pollution.

Ellie will add her voice to the 
movement.

UN Environment’s global 
campaign, Breathe Life, is tackling 
air quality; over 100 cities and four 
countries are expected to join during 
the meeting with the goal of creating 
clean air in cities by 2030.

Ellie is also backing UN Environ-
ment’s Clean Seas campaign. Each 
year, at least eight million tonnes 
of plastic end up in the oceans - the 
equivalent of one dumper truck a 
minute - harming marine species and 
getting into the human food chain, 
with plastic now found in salt and 
shellfish.

Already, 37 governments have 
joined the Clean Seas campaign, 
with Britain, the EU, France, Indone-
sia, Kenya and Canada all on board.

The UN Environment Assembly 
will see further action on this issue, 
with new commitments for national 
and regional plans to monitor the 
amount of plastic going into the sea 
and plans to start cutting this pollu-
tion in the coming years.

Ellie, who has two UK number 
one singles and albums to her 
credit, is a global star.

“Today’s young 
people make up 

the 
sin-

gle largest 
generation that 

the world has ever 
seen, and when given 

opportunities and support, 
they can be powerful 

catalysts for change,” said 
UN Environment head Eri 
k Solheim. 

IANS

A
s part of  
the ongo-
ing Hornbill 
International 
Music Festi-

val, the third day witnessed 
a melodious ‘Praise Sun-
day’ which was held at the 
Agri Expo site at 4th Mile, 
Dimapur.

A press release 

mentions that the event 
commenced with Tali 
Angh, Jack Pucho and 
the Warehouse Band and 
Kenny and the Faith band 
headlining the Praise 
Sunday.

The evening saw an 
attendance of about 8000 
people, swaying to the 
covers and originals of the 

three bands. 
The theme for the 

fourth day is “Nagaland 
Unboxed” which will have 
some of Nagaland’s top 
acts notably Alobo Naga 
and the band, Incipit, 
Lords of Rock, The Glut-
tones, Swevens and the 
Tune-up Channel taking 
the stage at the Agri Expo 

site, 4th Mile. 
The organisers have in-

formed that tickets for the 
event are priced at 100/- 
which will be available at 
the venue. 

Gates are said to be 
open at 4:00pm while the 
show will start at 6:00 pm 
running till 9:00 pm.

EMN

ANTB
Winner of 2012 Best Indian Act at 
MTV Europe Music Awards Alobo 
Naga & the Band (ANTB) is an 
Indian rock outfit from Dimapur, 
Nagaland, formed in 2010. The band 
rose to fame in 2011 with their video 
single ‘Painted Dreams’ that became 
an instant hit; was premiered in 
August 2011 at VH1. The popularity 
of the video also helped the band to 
earn themselves MTV Europe Music 
Awards 2012 nominations under Best 
Indian Act/Worldwide Act. 
Incipit
Emerging as one of the most illustri-
ous contemporary rock band from a 
musically thriving place like Dimapur 
(Nagaland), INCIPIT has warranted 
a reputation of a slow yet escalat-
ing maturity since its inception on 
October 2009.
“INCIPIT” true to the literal mean-
ing of the band’s name, Believes in 
being an agent of change, 

of a new birth, and to negate the 
prejudices associated with rock bands 
especially among the growing youth. 
They were the opening acts of power 
metal giants Helloween (Germany) 
at Kohima Dec7th 2015 and also 
MLTR (Denmark) at Dimapur 15th 
Dec 2015.
Lords Of Rock
With the sole purpose to revive Clas-
sic Rock, Lords of Rock (LOR) is 
dedicated in delivering the sound and 
feel of the 80’s Rock and Roll scene to 
music lovers. The backbone of LOR’s 
work is stylistically eclectic Classic 
Rock songs suggesting a range of  
influences from Guns N’ Roses, Bon 
Jovi, Mr. Big, Metallica, Skid Row, 
Extreme, Whitesnake . Lords of Rock 
is managed by Rockstar El Pvt. Ltd. 
Swevens
Formed in the year 2013, Sweven are 
a four piece band from Pfutsero. The 
band draws inspiration for their music 
from Dream Theater and Stryper, and 

has been consistently performing gigs 
across the State.
The Gluttones
The Gluttones are a five piece multi 
genre pop rock band from Dimapur 
formed in the mid september of 2015. 
The band has performed in notable 
festivals and shows across India. The 
band incorporates diverse sound in 
their songs and we are in for a treat 
as they will for sure create something 
spectacular that would soothe the ear. 
The band was also among the top 5 
selected bands from all over India for 
PARX ANTHEM contest finals in 
collaboration with The Rolling Stone 
India magazine.

Tune Up Channel
Formed in 2015, Tune Up Channel 
is a Pop Rock band based in Mokok-
chung, Nagaland. Tune Up Channel 
was also adjudged “Nagaland’s Best 
Band” at the 2015 Hornbill Interna-
tional Rock Contest.

S
inger Ed Sheeran is not 
disappointed at miss-
ing out on a Grammy 
nomination in the 
Album of the Year and 

Song of the Year categories.
During an appearance on the 

Ellen DeGeneres talk show, the 
singer, who scored the Grammy 

for his song “Thinking out loud”, 
said ‘maybe this year isn’t my year’, 

reports billboard.com.
“My outlook on 

it is some years 
you have your 

year and 
some years 
you don’t 

have 

your year,” he added.
DeGeneres did not accept that 

explanation, and said: “That song 
(‘Shape of you’) did not leave my 
head, I mean, ever.” 

To this Sheeran responded: “But 
that’s the point. That’s where you 
win. That’s where the validation 
comes from. You actually see people 
enjoying the songs. I’d rather have a 
lifetime of people coming up to me 
and saying... ‘This song is my wed-
ding song,’ or ‘this song was my first 
kiss’.” 

Sheeran has been nominated for 
Best Pop Solo Performance and Best 
Pop Vocal Album category for the 
Grammys taking place next year.

IANS
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An artist’s concept shows the NASA’s Voyager spacecraft.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1669SUD0KU 1508 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1668

ACROSS
1. Talks
6. Resorts
10. Wicked
14. Majestic
15. Albacore
16. Half
17. Talk pompously
18. Association (abbrev.)
19. Racist group
20. Disturbs greatly
22. Bring up (something forgotten)
24. Safety elevator inventor
25. Ended before completion
26. Large measure of electrical 

resistance
29. Break
30. Jai ____, sport
31. Missionary preacher
37. Bandage that supports
39. ___ Dhabi
40. Dutchess of York
41. Cheerfully optimistic
44. Brightest star in the 

constellation Lyra
45. Affirm
46. All together
48. Hungry
52. Notable Austrian 

photojournalist Ernst ____
53. Incomplete
54. Wailing spirit women
58. French and Spanish for “Good”
59. Chimney smoke
61. Name derived from the 

Germanic word meaning 
“Battle”

62. Monetary unit of South Africa
63. Woodwind instrument
64. Rescind offer
65. “Oh my!”
66. Eggs of a parasitic insect
67. Chalcedony 
DOWN
1. Harvest
2. In this place
3. Used to thicken foods
4. Creating skin art
5. Detective
6. Thrusts with a knife
7. Cat (slang)
8. Answer (abbrev.)
9. Emergency flood protection
10. Narrow ridge of coarse gravel

11. Grassland in southern Africa
12. Reproduction or 

representation
13. Covered the inner 

surface 
21. Hoarfrost
23. Cords of hemp
25. Cancel
26. Catholic religious service
27. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
28. Acquire
29. Sword
32. Bladed, as in a propeller
33. Giving in abundance
34. Angers
35. Powdery starch
36. Compared to

38. Small yellowish fruit 
42. Philadelphia and Georgetown 

basketball star Allen 
_______

43. Unit of currency in Taiwan
47. City in New Hampshire
48. Native-born Israeli
49. Judicial examination
50. Sports facility
51. Tears
52. Despises
54. Overshoe
55. Napoleon’s exile
56. Assemble or modify written 

material
57. Loved to inflict pain
60. ___-wan Kenobi
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Sea sponges are common 
ancestors of all animals—Study

Pluto may have liquid water oceans beneath icy surface—NASA

How smartphone addiction affects a teen’s brain

Oral microbes linked to gum disease may cause cancer

Get a head start: A new drug may be able 
to stop migraines before they even start

NASA fires up Voyager 1 backup 
thrusters after 37 years London, Dec. 3 (IANS): 

In what could put an end 
to a long-standing row over 
animal evolution, a new re-
search has determined that 
it is the morphologically 
simple sponges, which are 
the common ancestors of  
all animals and not the ana-
tomically complex comb 
jellies.

Scientists have over 
the years tried to solve the 
longstanding question of  
whether sponges or ma-
rine invertebrates known 
as comb jellies were first to 
branch off  the evolutionary 
tree from the common an-
cestor of all animals.

However, this new re-
search led by the University 
of Bristol has identified that 
sponges are the most an-
cient lineage.

“The fact is, hypoth-
eses about whether sponges 
or comb jellies came first 
suggest entirely different 
evolutionary histories for 
key animal organ systems 
like the nervous and the 
digestive systems,” said 
lead researcher Davide 
Pisani, Professor at Bristol’s 
Schools of  Biological and 
Earth Sciences. 

“Therefore, knowing 

Washington,  Dec.  3 
(IANS): At 13 billion miles 
from Earth, there’s no 
mechanic shop nearby to 
get a tune-up. But NASA 
enginners have successfully 
fired up a set of “dormant” 
backup thrusters aboard the 
Voyager 1 spacecraft -- the 
farthest and fastest space-
craft -- after 37 years.

The only human-made 
object in interstellar space 
-- the environment between 
the stars -- Voyager 1 has 
been flying for 40 years. 
It relies on small devices 
called thrusters to orient 
itself  so it can communicate 
with Earth. 

These thrusters fire in 
tiny pulses, or “puffs,” last-
ing mere milliseconds, to 
subtly rotate the spacecraft 
so that its antenna points at 
our planet. Now, the Voy-
ager team is able to use a 
set of four backup thrusters, 
dormant since 1980.

“With these thrusters 
that are still functional after 
37 years without use, we 
will be able to extend the 
life of the Voyager 1 space-
craft by two to three years,” 
said Suzanne Dodd, Proj-

the correct branching order 
at the root of  the animal 
tree is fundamental to un-
derstanding our own evo-
lution, and the origin of  
key features of  the animal 
anatomy,” Pisani added.

For the study, published 
in the journal Current Bi-
ology, the team analysed 
all key genomic datasets 
released between 2015 and 
2017.

They also used cutting 
edge statistical techniques 
(Posterior Predictive Anal-
yses) to test whether the 
evolutionary models rou-
tinely used in phylogenetics 
can adequately describe the 

genomic datasets used to 
study early animal evolu-
tion. 

The researchers found 
that models that can better 
describe the data favour 
sponges at the root of  the 
animal tree.

“Evidence for comb jel-
lies as the earliest branching 
animal lineage first emerged 
in 2008, a decade ago, in 
the first, large-scale, phy-
logenomic analysis of  the 
animal phyla,” Pisani said.

“We have now better 
analytical tools and data 
and this study seriously 
challenges the accepted 
status quo,” he noted.

Washington, Dec. 3 (IANS): In a 
boost to the search for alien life, a 
new NASA study suggests that some 
icy worlds in our outer solar system, 
including Pluto, may harbour liquid 
water oceans beneath the surface.

Heat generated by the gravitational 
pull of  moons formed from massive 
collisions could extend the lifetimes 
of liquid water oceans beneath the sur-
face of these large icy worlds, said the 
study published in the journal Icarus.

These frigid worlds are found be-
yond the orbit of Neptune and include 
Pluto and its moons.

They are known as Trans-Neptuni-
an Objects (TNOs) and are far too cold 
to have liquid water on their surfaces, 
where temperatures are below minus 
200 degrees Celsius. 

However, there is evidence that 
some may have layers of liquid water 
beneath their icy crusts. 

“We found that tidal heating can 
be a tipping point that may have pre-
served oceans of liquid water beneath 
the surface of  large TNOs like Pluto 
and Eris to the present day,” said study 
co-author Wade Henning of NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland.

The finding greatly expands the 
number of  locations where extrater-
restrial life might be found, since liquid 
water is necessary to support known 
forms of life and astronomers estimate 
there are dozens of these worlds.

“These objects need to be consid-
ered as potential reservoirs of  water 
and life,” said lead author of  the re-

search Prabal Saxena of NASA. 
“If  our study is correct, we now 

may have more places in our solar 
system that possess some of the criti-
cal elements for extraterrestrial life,” 
Saxena added.

The team used the equations for 
tidal heating and calculated its contri-
bution to the “heat budget” for a wide 
variety of  discovered and hypotheti-
cal Trans-Neptunian Objects-moon 
systems, including the Eris-Dysnomia 
system. Eris is second-largest of  the 
currently known TNOs after Pluto.

The researchers found that the 
gravitational interaction with a moon 
can generate enough heat inside a 
Trans-Neptunian Object to signifi-
cantly extend the lifetime of a subsur-
face ocean.

Washington, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
In a good news for people 
who suffer from chronic 
migraines, researchers have 
identified a medication 
that can prevent the se-
vere headaches before they 
start.
   An antibody therapy 
against a key inflamma-
tory molecule involved 
in migraines reduces the 
number of  headaches that 
chronic migraine patients 
experience per month in a 
phase III trial.

“This therapeutic ap-
proach offers new hope for 
people whose migraines 
cannot be treated with ex-
isting medicine,” said Ste-
phen D Silberstein, from 
the Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity in the US.

The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) esti-
mates that between 127 
and 300 million people 
around the world expe-

rience chronic migraine, 
defined as 15 or more head-
aches per month for at least 
three months.

The disease can be de-
bilitating and although a 
number of  interventions 
exist, many only work for a 
certain time before they fail 
to prevent or relieve pain. 
The drug called Fremane-
zumab is a biological agent 
that binds to and blocks 
the action of  a migraine-
associated protein called 
calcitonin gene-related pep-
tide (CGRP).

Mounting evidence of  
its importance in migraines 
has made CGRP a focal 
point of  research and drug 
development.

The peptide is released 
at high levels during mi-
graine in response to in-
flammation, and triggers a 
cascade effect that stimu-
lates more CGRP release. 
This results in increasing 

sensitivity of  the brain to 
pain.

By blocking this pep-
tide, doctors hope to break 
the cycle of  increasing in-
flammation and increased 
pain sensitivity that con-
tributes to migraine head-
aches.

For the study published 
in the New England Jour-
nal of  Medicine, research-
ers enrolled 1,130 patients 
and divided them in three 
groups. The first group 
received quarterly treat-
ments, the second group 
received one treatment per 
month and the third group 
received placebo injections.

The trial lasted for 16 
weeks, with a 12-week 
treatment window. The 
findings showed that treat-
ment with fremanezumab 
reduced the number of  
days patients experience 
headache by an average 
of  4.3 days with quarterly 

treatment and 4.6 days 
with monthly treatment.

“We saw some patients 
with 100% reduction in mi-
graine, others with 75% re-
duction,” said Silberstein.

The level of  response 
varied between patients. 
The researchers also looked 
at how well the therapy 
worked relative to each 
patient’s headache burden.

They calculated the 
percentage of  patients who 
had more than a 50% re-
duction in the number of  
days they experienced ei-
ther a severe or moderate 
headache per month.

Using this measure, the 
researchers saw that 37.6% 
of  patients on the month-
ly regimen and 40.8% on 
the quarterly regimen had 
at least a 50% reduction 
in the number of  moder-
ate headaches per month, 
compared to 18.1% in the 
placebo group.

ect Manager for Voyager 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, Pasadena, Cali-
fornia.

The Voyager team as-
sembled a group of  pro-
pulsion experts at NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
Pasadena, California, for 
the job.  Chris Jones, Robert 
Shotwell, Carl Guernsey 
and Todd Barber analysed 
options and predicted how 
the spacecraft would re-
spond in different scenarios, 

NASA said. 
They agreed on an un-

usual solution: Try giving 
the job of  orientation to 
a set of  thrusters that had 
been asleep for 37 years.

The Voyager team used 
a set of four backup “trajec-
tory correction maneuver,” 
or TCM thrusters that are 
located on the back side of  
the spacecraft. 

The engineers tested 
their ability to orient the 
spacecraft using 10-mil-

lisecond pulses, which en-
abled the signals from the 
spacecraft reach an antenna 
in Goldstone, California, in 
about 19 hours and 35 min-
utes on Wednesday.

“The Voyager flight 
team dug up decades-old 
data and examined the 
software that was coded 
in an outdated assembler 
language, to make sure we 
could safely test the thrust-
ers,” said Jones, Chief  En-
gineer at JPL.

New York, Dec. 3 (PTI): Bacteria 
present in the mouth that leads to gum 
disease may also increase the risk of  
esophageal cancer, a study has found.

Esophageal cancer is the eighth 
most common cancer and the sixth 
leading cause of cancer death world-
wide, researchers said.

Since the disease is often not 
discovered until it has reached an ad-
vanced stage, five-year survival rates 
range from about 15 to 25 per cent 
worldwide.

“Esophageal cancer is a highly 
fatal cancer, and there is an urgent 
need for new avenues of  prevention, 
risk stratification, and early detection,” 
said Jiyoung Ahn, associate professor 
at New York University in the US.

Previous research has shown that 
periodontal disease caused by certain 
oral microbiota has been associated 
with several types of cancer, including 
oral and head and neck cancers.

This study examined whether oral 
microbiota were associated with sub-

sequent risk of esophageal adenocarci-
noma (EAC) or esophageal squamous 
cell carcinoma (ESCC).

Researchers collected oral wash 
samples from 122,000 participants in 
two large health studies.

In 10 years of follow-up, 106 par-
ticipants developed esophageal cancer.

In a prospective case-control study, 
the researchers extracted DNA and 
sequenced oral wash samples, allow-
ing researchers to compare the oral 
microbiomes of the esophageal cancer 
cases and the cancer-free cases.

Certain bacteria types were associ-
ated with higher risk of  esophageal 
cancer. For example, higher levels 
of  the Tannerella forsythia bacteria 
were associated with a 21 percent 
increased risk of  EAC. The bacteria 
Porphyromonas gingivalis was associ-
ated with a higher risk of ESCC. Both 
species of  bacteria are linked with 
common gum disease, Ahn said.

The study, published in the journal 
Cancer Research, showed that a few 

types of oral bacteria were associated 
with lower risk of esophageal cancer. 
For example, the Neisseria bacteria 
was associated with lower risk of  
EAC.

The finding on Neisseria indi-
cates that certain bacteria may have a 
protective effect, and future research 
could potentially examine whether 
these bacteria could play a role in pre-
venting esophageal cancer.

“Our study indicates that learning 
more about the role of  oral micro-
biota may potentially lead to strate-
gies to prevent esophageal cancer, or 
at least to identify it at earlier stages,” 
Ahn said. “The next step is to verify 
whether these bacteria could be used 
as predictive biomarkers,” he said.

The study confirms that good oral 
health, including regular tooth brush-
ing and dental visits, is an important 
way to guard against periodontal 
disease and the growing list of health 
conditions associated with it, research-
ers said.

Washington, Dec. 3 (ANI): Do you 
also keep checking your cell phone 
in every five minutes for news, infor-
mation or maybe an occasional 
phone call? If  yes, then you may 
need to take a break, as research-
ers have found an imbalance in 
the brain chemistry of teenagers 
addicted to smartphones and 
internet.

According to a recent Pew 
Research Centre study, 46 percent 
of Americans say they could not 
live without their smartphones. 
Researchers from the Korea 
University in Seoul, South Korea 
used magnetic resonance spec-
troscopy (MRS) to gain unique 
insight into the brains of smartphone 
- and internet - addicted teenagers. 
MRS is a type of MRI that measures 
the brain’s chemical composition.

The team analysed 19 young 
people (mean age 15.5, nine males) 
diagnosed with internet or smart-
phone addiction. 12 of  the addicted 
youth received nine weeks of cognitive 

behavioural therapy, modified from a 
cognitive therapy programme for gam-
ing addiction. “The higher the score, 

the more severe the addiction,” said 
researcher Hyung Suk Seo.

The results indicated that the 
addicted teenagers had significantly 
higher scores in depression, anxiety, 
insomnia severity and impulsivity.

The researchers performed MRS 
exams on the addicted youth prior 
to and following behavioural therapy 

and a single MRS study on the control 
patients to measure levels of  gamma 
aminobutyric acid, or GABA, a neu-

rotransmitter in the brain that 
inhibits or slows down brain sig-
nals, and glutamate-glutamine 
(Glx), a neurotransmitter that 
causes neurons to become more 
electrically excited.

The results revealed that 
the ratio of  GABA to Glx was 
significantly increased in the an-
terior cingulate cortex of smart-
phone - and internet - addicted 
youth prior to therapy.

Having too much GABA 
can result in a number of  side 
effects, including drowsiness and 

anxiety. “The increased GABA levels 
and disrupted balance between GABA 
and glutamate in the anterior cingulate 
cortex may contribute to our under-
standing the pathophysiology of and 
treatment for addictions,” Seo noted.

The research was presented at the 
annual meeting of  the Radiological 
Society of North America (RSNA).

All of Voyager’s thrust-
ers were developed by Aero-
jet Rocketdyne. The same 
kind of  thruster, called the 
MR-103, flew on other 
NASA spacecraft as well, 
such as Cassini and Dawn.

In the early days of the 
mission, Voyager 1 flew by 
Jupiter, Saturn, and impor-
tant moons of each. 

Since Voyager 1’s last 
planetary encounter was 
Saturn, the Voyager team 
hadn’t needed to use the 
TCM thrusters since No-
vember 8, 1980. 

Back then, the TCM 
thrusters were used in a 
more continuous firing 
mode; they had never been 
used in the brief  bursts nec-
essary to orient the space-
craft.

The NASA team is like-
ly do a similar test on the 
TCM thrusters for Voyager 
2, the twin spacecraft of  
Voyager 1.

Voyager 1 and Voyager 
2 were launched 16 days 
apart in 1977. Voyager 1 
reached interstellar space, 
which NASA described as 
“the environment between 
the stars,” in 2012.



Manipur and Nagaland teams with BCCI and NCA officials.
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I. Mosa, Shyamali Singh emerge champions

P. Khel Eagles enter quarters

Indian Sepaktakraw team wins silver

Winners of the men's category I.Mosa (L) and women’s category Shyamali Singh of the Hornbill half 
marathon on Sunday.

EM Images

Khrietuo of P. Khel Eagles receiving the MOM award from Lanu, 
technical committee member on Saturday.

EM Images

The Indian Sepaktakraw team won a silver medal in the Test Event, 
Road to Asian Games 2018 which was held at Jakarta, Indonesia 
from Nov. 28 till Dec. 2. Viseyie Kosoof of Nagaland Police was one 
of the players in the Indian team.

Sri Lankan players wear anti-pollution masks on the field, as the air quality deteriorates during the 
second day of their third test cricket match against India in New Delhi on  Sunday. India's Virat Kohli 
(stretching) is also seen.

PTI

Nagaland olympic game review meeting on Dec. 8

Vijay Merchant U-16 cricket

Bottom club Cologne sack coach 
Stoeger after winless run

ISL: Sereno leads Chennaiyin FC to victory over Pune City

Hornbill half marathon held

Lanka go behind pollution masks 
after Kohli's record double

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

New Delhi, Dec. 3 (PTI): 
Skipper Virat Kohli's mag-
nificent 243 was overshad-
owed by unprecedented 
scenes of mask-wearing Sri 
Lankan players, who halted 
proceedings thrice, com-
plaining of poor air quality, 
on day two of the third Test, 
here.

The unrelenting Lank-
ans forced India to declare 
their first innings at 536 for 
seven as drama unfolded in 
the post- lunch session dur-
ing which play was halted 
for 26 minutes due to pollu-
tion concerns.

However, the visiting 
batsmen had no complaints 
about air quality when they 
came out to bat after India's 
declaration. A fired-up In-
dian attack reduced them 
to 131 for three at stumps 
and they are still trailing by 
a massive 406-run margin.

It could have been worse 
had Kohli not dropped An-
gelo Mathews regulation 
catch at second slip off  Is-

hant Sharma.
Ishant (1/44), Moham-

med Shami (1/30) and Ra-
vindra Jadeja (1/24) shared 
the spoils as the visiting bats-
men continued to struggle 
in negotiating the Indian 
attack.

Mathews (57 batting) 
and Chandimal (25 batting) 
added 56 runs for the unbro-
ken fourth wicket stand.

It appeared to be another 
day of  dominance for the 
Indian team with their skip-
per breaking many a records 
but the antics by the visitors 
spoiled Kohli's party.

With their below-par 
bowling being sent on a 
leatherhunt, Sri Lankan 
team seemed to disturb the 
rhythm of the Indian bats-
men by halting the play 
which was evidently not ap-
preciated by the hosts.

It is not the first time 
that an Indian team had to 
declare their innings due to 
compulsion though 40 years 
back, circumstances were 

vastly different.
In 1976 at Kingston (Ja-

maica), Michael Holding 
and Wayne Daniel s beamer 
ball tactic had left the Indian 
top-order injured.

India were 87 for 5 in 
their second innings, lead-
ing by only 12 runs when 
skipper Bishan Singh Bedi 
had to declare the innings 
fearing that Holding would 
injure his tail-enders.

Sunil Gavaskar's iconic 
autobiography Sunny Days 
has a chapter named Barba-
rism at Kingston referring 
to Holding s intimidating 
tactics.

Before the unfolding of  
the drama, it was a walk 
in the park for Kohli, who 
scored his sixth double hun-
dred and became the first 
captain to score six Test 
double tons, eclipsing West 
Indies legend Brian Lara, 
who had five.

It was also Kohli's in-
dividual highest score, sur-
passing the previous best 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 3 (EMN): 
P. Khel Eagles beat T Khel 
Knights by 24 runs in the 
last league match and en-
tered the quarterfinal as 
the Group C winner of  
the ongoing 5th edition of  
the 10-Northern Angami-I 
T20 Bash organised by 
Brotherhood Group at the 
Kohima village ground, 
Ziekezou on Saturday.

In the match, P Khel 
Eagles elected to bat first 
and scored a challenging 
target of  152 runs losing 
five wickets in 20 overs. 
Khrietizo (49 not out) and 
Khrietuo (42) contributed 
the highest runs for Eagles 
while Nagaho claimed two 
wickets in four overs for 
Knights.

Chasing 153 r uns, 
Thinuokuolie took three 
wickets in 1.5 overs for 
Eagles as T Khel Knights 
were all bowled out for 128 
runs in 19.5 overs. Kevisel-
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of 235 against England last 
year in Mumbai.

He also equalled Sachin 
Tendulkar and Virender 
Sehwag for maximum num-
ber of  double hundreds. 
He played 287 balls and 
hit 25 boundaries before 
losing concentration due to 
constant stoppages as china-
man Lakshan Sandakan 
trapped him. It was in the 
123rd over, their fast bowler 
Lahiru Gamage suddenly 
stopped in his bowling stride 
before the fourth delivery.

S u d d e n ly  s k i p p e r 
Dinesh Chandimal was seen 
discussing animatedly with 
the on-field umpires as play 
was halted for 17 minutes. 
It disturbed Ravichandran 
Ashwin s concentration as 
he was immediately dis-
missed by Gamage, who 
also left the field in the 125th 
over without completing the 
proceedings.

Suranga Lakmal com-
pleted his over but within a 
few minutes also left com-
plaining uneasiness. The 
constant breaks affected 
Kohli s concentration and 
he was trapped leg before.

While Kohli wanted 
play to continue, Sri Lanka 
manager Asanka Gurusinha 
informed the umpires that 
his fielders did not want to 
continue, prompting the 
home skipper to declare.

This was after Indian 
coach Ravi Shastri had also 
come out to intimate to the 
umpires about what he felt 
was right.

The Lankans who didn't 
want to field however came 
out to bat and Dimuth Ka-
runaratne edged the very 
first delivery off  Moham-
med Shami to Wriddhiman 

Saha. Dhananjaya de Silva 
was then trapped by Ishant 
to make it 14 for 2 before 
umpires called for tea.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma 
(65) and Kohli added 135 
runs for the fifth wicket in 
the first session as Sri Lanka 
never looked like getting any 
wickets before Sandakan 
induced a bottom edge off  
Rohit at the stroke of lunch.

Rohit, who made a 
comeback to playing in a 
Test match in Nagpur, now 
has five consecutive scores 
of  over 50 plus in his last 
five matches in the longest 
format. He had three succes-
sive half  tons against New 
Zealand last year before 
being injured. He made a 
comeback with a hundred 
and looked good for another 
one before being dismissed 
by Sandakan.

The Indians did not take 
any risks yet scored 129 runs 
in the session as Sri Lankan 
pacers either bowled half-
volleys on off-stump or 
drifted on the pads. They 
wasted the new ball as both 
Kohli and Rohit dispatched 
the loose balls with consum-
mate ease.

The two spinners mostly 
bowled short with Dilru-
wan Perera unable to find 
his length. His spin bowl-
ing partner Sandakan used 
more googlies but it was 
Rohit, who attacked more.

He lofted Sandakan over 
long-off  for a six and got 
to his half-century with an-
other down the ground six 
off Perera. It was not before 
Kohli had pulled Lahiru 
Gamage towards deep mid-
wicket for two runs to com-
plete another double century 
in 238 balls.

hou (29) and Imli (28) were 
the highest contributors 
for Eagles. Khrietuo of  P. 
Khel with 42 runs and one 
wicket was declared man 
of  the match.

While in the second 
match, Zienuobadze High 
Flyers got a walkover and 
was awarded three points 
as Upper L Khel Riders 
failed to turn up with full 

players. However, T Khel 
Knights entered the quar-
ters as runner-up in Group 
C on the better run rate 
with two wins and a defeat 
in the league matches.

Monday’s matches 
(Group-D)

Chedema Strikers vs Keyake 
Phezoucha Pirates at 9 am
D Khel United vs RS Chal-

lengers at 12:30 pm

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): The organising 
committee of  the 1st Nagaland Olympic 
Games will have a meeting on Dec. 8 at 
2:30 pm at the residential office of the NOA 
President Neiphiu Rio, MP at Sovima to 
review and take stock of  preparation and 
progress made by various committees in 
connection with conduct of the games. This 
was informed in a press note by the secretary 

general, Nagaland Olympic Association 
(NOA).

All the executive committee members of  
Nagaland Olympic Association, committee 
conveners, competition manager of  the 
sports discipline included in the games and 
president/secretary of the sports discipline 
listed for the games are requested to attend 
the meeting.

Pune, Dec. 3 (IANS): Chennaiyin 
FC got the better of  FC Pune City 
by a solitary goal in the Indian Super 
League season four clash to move 
to the second spot at the Shree Shiv 
Chhatrapati Sports Complex, Bale-
wadi Stadium here on Sunday.

A 82nd minute goal from captain 
Henrique Sereno was enough for the 
former ISL champions to win their 
second match on the trot after the 
disastrous opening day loss against 
FC Goa.

After a cagey opening 15 minutes, 
Pune took control but couldn't create 
any clear-cut goal scoring chances. 
Some of their best chances of the half  
came from set plays. 

Marcos Tebar's free-kick in the 
19th minute was headed down by a 
Pune player to Alfaro, who in turn 
passed it on to Rafael Lopez. But the 
Spanish defender's side-footed shot 
went inches wide of  the Chennaiyin 
goal.

Chennaiyin FC's best chance of  
the first half  fell to Gregory Nelson 
in the 40th minute. After stringing 
together a few passes in midfield, Inigo 
Calderon sent in a delightful cross into 
the box for Nelson to meet. 

The Dutchman's diving header, 
however, was cleared well off  the line 
by Rafael. 

Both sides started the second half  
much like the first -- unable to create 

chances going forward. In the 60th 
minute, Pune goalkeeper Vishal Kaith 
almost gifted a goal to John Gregory's 
side. 

The goalkeeper came out of  his 
box to collect a harmless-looking cross 
from Jerry Lalrinzuala but could only 
palm it in the path of midfielder Fran-
cisco Fernandes. 

Rafael, however, was again in the 
right place at the right time to make 
another goal-line clearance.

At the other end, Alfaro should 
have given Pune the lead in the 77th 
minute. After finding himself  clear on 
goal with only the goalkeeper to beat, 
the Uruguayan slashed the ball over 
the crossbar.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
I. Mosa produced the best 
record ever in the history 
of  the Hornbill Half  Mara-
thon to take the title in 
men’s category at the 7th 
Hornbill Half  Marathon 
held in Kohima on Sunday.

He clocked the best 
course record with 1 hr 8 
minutes 54 seconds cover-
ing a distance of  21.0975 
km. In the women category 
(21 km), Syamali Singh of  
West Bengal emerged the 
champion.  The 2015 win-
ner completed her track in 
1 hr 28 minutes to claim 
the first position.

The 7th Hornbill Half  
Marathon was organised 
by 3E Nagaland as part 
of  the annual Hornbill 
Festival.

The starting point of  
the race was New Secretar-
iat, via High School junc-
tion – IG Stadium – High 
Court junction – Army 
Camp, Tsiesema – back to 
High Court junction – Ko-
hima DEO junction and 
ended at New Secretariat.

I. Mosa created his-
tory in the hornbill mara-
thon as he managed to beat 
last year record by 3 sec-
onds that was recorded at 
1:08:56 clocked by Pache 

Khiam.
In men’s category, two 

times defending champi-
ons Pache Khiam failed to 
beat his own record as he 
slipped to second position 
recording 1 hr 10minutes 
19 seconds to complete 
the track. Mhasekho Shi-
joy (1:10:34) bagged the 
third position and fourth 
position by Litemo Lotha 
(1: 11:50). The top four 
winners in men’s category 
received a cash award of  
INR. 50, 000, INR. 20,000, 
INR. 10,000 and INR. 
5000 respectively.

While for women’s cat-
egory, Tsuchoi T. (1:37:42) 

Berlin, Dec. 3 (Reuters): Bottom club Cologne on Sunday 
sacked Austrian coach Peter Stoeger, a day after their 2-2 
draw against Schalke 04 kept them anchored at the bottom 
of the Bundesliga.

Cologne, who finished in fifth place last season to qualify 
for Europe for the first time in 25 years, have yet to win a 
league match this campaign and have managed just three 
points from 14 Bundesliga games.

“We are obliged to try everything out to manage to stay 
up,” said club president Werner Spinner in a statement.

“That is why we believe that it is necessary to send a 
signal even if this decision is difficult and painful.”

Dimapur, Dec. 3 (EMN): 
At the end of the first round 
of  the Vijay Merchant (U-
16) three-day matches’ tour-
nament for the Northeast 
and Bihar Zone, Nagaland, 
Bihar and Meghalaya regis-
tered outright wins over their 
opponents.

The  second round 
matches will start from Dec. 
7 till the 9th at Dimapur, 
Shillong and Patna.
In Dimapur
Nagaland - 130 and 210 runs
Manipur - 126 and 119 runs
Nagaland won by 95 runs
In Shillong

Sikkim - 114 and 141 runs
Meghalaya - 263 runs
Meghalaya won by an innings 
and eight runs
In Patna
Arunachal Pradesh - 83 and 
54 runs
Bihar - 1007 for seven declared
Bihar won by a record 870 runs.

It looked like both sides 
would settle for a point 
each but there was a twist 
in the tale. With just eight 
minutes left for the final 
whistle, Sereno gave Chen-
naiyin FC the lead. The 
defender rose above ev-
eryone to thump Gavilan 
Martinez's corner past the 
FC Pune City goalkeeper.

came in third position and 
Mary Chuzho (1. 58:42) 
in third position.  The top 
three winners in women’s 
category also received 
a cash award of  INR. 
50,000, INR. 20,000 and 
INR. 10,000 respectively.

All top 10 runners in 
each category were given 
merit-cum-timing certifi-
cates while all runners 
who completed the race 
also received completion 
certificates.

The full list of  top run-
ners in order of  merit:

I. Mosa. (1:08:54)
Pache Khiam (1:10:19)

Mhasekho Shitjoy (1:10:34)
Litemo Lotha (1:11:50)
Kamal Singh (1:11:59)
M. Nokching (1:12:52)

N. Puchong Khiam (1:13:23)
Cuvoto Medeo (1:13:51)
Sarad Singh (1:14:16)

M. Hempo Khiam (1:14:30)
Women’s category

Shyamali Singh (1:28.00
Tsuchoi T. (1:37:42)

Mary Chuzho (1:58:42) 
Loziia (2:22:56)

Wecheteu (2: 29:14)


