
The second day of the 18th edition of the Hornbill Festival featured a series of cultural performances. Seen here are some scenes from the day’s performances by numerous cultural groups.  (Caisii Mao)
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Conflict cannot  
survive without your 

participation. 

~ Wayne Dyer
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 09°
Agartala 27° 13°
Gangtok 19° 06°
Guwahati 26° 12°
Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 19° 05°
Delhi 25° 10°
Kolkata 28° 14°
Chennai 29° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18.1° 8.2°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 61%
DIMAPUR NIL 98%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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SC Jamir addressing an event during the Hornbill Festival at the Naga 
Heritage village Kisama on Saturday.  

NSCN (K) member 
caught with govt. 
issued ID card 

Hand-crafted: Rengma youth 
find use in the art of ceramics 

Heavy vehicles banned from 
‘perilous’ KJB Bridge over Chathe 

Nagaland unit of National 
People’s Party launched

Cultural extravaganza marks 
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A view of the KJB sub-highway Bridge over Chathe River at new Chumukedima village. Ayhunbu Lorin (L) and Robert James at their stall at the Bamboo Pavillion in Kisama.

CULTURALLY YOURS 

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): The Assam Rifles—under the 
establishment of the Inspector General of Assam Rifles 
(IGAR) North—has claimed to have captured a cadre of  
the banned NSCN (K) with an ‘identity card’ that shows 
the latter to be an employee of the office of the District 
Rural Development Agency, Zunheboto district.

A press release from the publicity officer of the IGAR 
(N) on Saturday stated that the ‘3 (Naga Hills) Battalion 
(of) Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
conducted  an operation based on specific information 
in the general area of Phulbari Chowk in Kohima along 
with a police representative on 2 Dec. 2017.’

It informed that during said operation an NSCN (K) 
cadre, a 39-year old Akaho Swu, was captured and re-
covered a ‘challan’ (demand note) for INR 10,000 and 
an identity card issued by the authority of the District 
Rural Development Agency, Zunheboto. He was stated 
to be in the custody of North Police Station of Kohima.

Alice Yhoshü
Kisama, Dec. 2 (EMN): “Where are 
these from?”; “What are these made 
of ?”; “Who made these?”; are some 
of  the frequently-asked questions by 
visitors to stall 39 at the Bamboo Pa-
vilion at Kisama, the venue of  the 
ongoing Hornbill Festival.

‘These’ here, refer to clay-ware 
crafted by two young Dimapur-
based Rengma artists Ayhunbu 
Lorin and Robert James. Their 
creations—emphasizing on utility 
as well as artistic design—include 
mugs, plates, serving bowls, vases, 
decorative pieces and sculptures. 

Pottery is one of  humanity’s old-
est vocations. But for the two artists, 
they admit that their work is still 
at an initial stage. Yet they are also 
daring to look toward challenging 
conventions—looking at pottery as 
something that can be much more 
than a utility—as a form of  artistic 
expression.

Ayhunbu and Robert have com-
pleted their master’s in fine arts 
from Santiniketan in West Bengal; 
the former in ceramics and the lat-
ter in sculpture. Combining their 
specialties, the two youths have re-
cently opened a studio at 5th Mile in 
Dimapur near Tetso College. They 
are trying to create a market for 
their products.

Talking to Eastern Mirror from 
their stall at Kisama on Dec. 2, Rob-
ert, the elder of  the duo, explained 
how they craft their products from 
local clay: first filter the clay, form 
the ceramic body into objects for the 

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): The village 
council of  new Chumukedima village 
has ‘sealed off ’ plying of  heavy vehicles 
on KJB Sub-highway Bridge over Chathe 
river at new Chumukedima village ‘due to 
its perilous state.’

The council issued a press statement on 
Saturday informing about the blockade.

“Subsequent appeal by the new Chu-
mukedima village council to the execu-
tive engineer PWD (R&B) Dimapur di-
vision and chief  engineer PWD (R&B) 
Kohima, dated July 18th and 21st August 
respectively to inspect and renovate the 
bridge have failed to yield any positive 

response from the department despite 
the fervent appeal, and it is also yet to 
send team for inspection of  the deterio-
rating bridge which serves as the lifeline 
of  many villages.

“As such, as per its resolution dated 
30th Nov 2017, the council is left with no 
other choice but to ban plying of  heavy ve-
hicles over the bridge considering the safe-
ty of  the public and to prevent any mishap 
owing to collapse of  the 34 year old fragile 
bridge. The council has further made clear 
that in the eventuality over the collapse of  
the bridge, the department shall be held 
solely responsible,” it announced.

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN):  The 
Diphupar Naga Youth Organisa-
tion (DNYO) has requested “all 
visitors to maintain the decorum of  
discipline by adhering to the direc-
tives of  the organizers and volun-
teers” during the Hornbill Interna-
tional Rock Beat Contest to be held 
at the Agri Expo site from Dec. 3 

to the 10th. 
“It is also hereby notified that 

no foreign liquors will be allowed 
to be brought inside the expo site 
and carrying of arms and any other 
unwanted items in and around the 
expo area apart from security-men 
will be strictly prohibited,” stated a 
press release from the organisation. 

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of  Dimapur has informed 
that the Election Commis-
sion of  India (ECI) has ex-
tended the period for filing 
claims and objections up 
to Dec. 10 to enable the 
‘BLOs’ to complete house-
to-house verification dur-
ing the special drive being 
undertaken in the current 
special summary revision 
of  electoral roll. This was 
informed through a press 
release from the deputy 
commissioner’s office.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): The 
national general secretary for the 
National People’s Party (NPP), 
Vivekraj Wangkhem, who is also in 
charge of  Nagaland state and other 
members officially launched the 
NPP in the state on Dec. 2. 

In his brief  address, Wangkhem 
spoke about the late PA Sangma 
who had started the party with a 
vision to take the tribal forward in 
the country and to stand up for the 
cause of  the tribal community.

“When the former speaker of  
Parliament stood for the presiden-
cy elections, the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) did not stand 
by him but he stood as a tribal 
of  India and as a Northeast citi-
zen he stood for the presidency,” 
Wangkhem said. Again, he em-
phasized on how the late speaker 
had stressed on one leader from 
the Northeast states. 

The national president of  the 
NPP, Conrad Sangma, was lauded 
as being a young and dynamic 
leader  by Wangkhem. The latter 
was excited to get the party in mo-
tion before the assembly elections in 
March. 

The convener of  the NPP for 
Nagaland, Ato Yepthomi, said that 
the NPP was a very important and 
necessary party to be launched in 
Nagaland. The reason being he said 
it was the only national party held 
by a tribal president which will en-
able the Northeast people to have a 
“voice in parliament.”

Further, Yepthomi said that un-
der the leadership of  NPP president, 
Conrad Sangma, the party was all 
set to bring about a “revolutionary 

movement of  mass participation in 
neo-nation building throughout the 
country”.

Through its convener, the NPP 
said that the party was a secular 
organisation which emphasizes on 
the wellbeing and uplift of  all reli-
gions with special emphasis on co-
existence of  social minorities across 
India.

Further mentioning the party’s 
objective in Nagaland, the NPP in-
tends to create a “ripple of  change 
which will be felt in every nook and 
corner of  the state,” Yepthomi said.

The NPP is set to become a 
game-changer in the political arena. 
It will focus on finding solutions 
to the immediate problems of  the 
people and not “merely on lengthy 
and unrealistic promises which can 
never be fulfilled,” he said.

Further, the convener explained 
how the NPP will be different from 
the way other party offices run. “The 
setup of  the party has been so done 
that no party office bearers includ-
ing the party president and the gen-
eral secretary can be in the fray for 
any assembly or general elections as 
a politician,” he said. He added that 
any politician who wished to join 
the party office as an office bearer 
must first relinquish his position by 
a formal resignation.

With an aim to shed selfish in-
terests, dissension and differences 
aside, the NPP urged its members to 
unite to make the party one of  the 
largest regional parties in the North-
east. This is to have a solid repre-
sentation in New Delhi and look 
forward to have a dynamic leader 
representing India from the North-
east, Yepthomi said. 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 2 (EMN): The 
second day of  the 18th edition of  
Hornbill Festival has reportedly 
registered about 18, 346 tourists, 
both domestic and foreign, visiting 
the Naga Heritage Village Kisama. 
It is apparently an increase of  over 
6, 000 visitors. 

As per the statistics provided 

by Toka E Tuccumi, tourist office 
and statistical-in-charge, the sec-
ond day saw 325 foreign tourists, 
3021 domestic and 15,000 local 
visitors from the state. 

The Naga Heritage Village Kisa-
ma recorded an increase of visitors 
reportedly ‘in thousands’ on the 
second day. The first day reportedly 
had about 12, 200 tourists. 

required shape and heat them in a 
kiln till they are leather-hard. Fol-
lowing this, he said necessary trim-
ming on the wheel and attachments 
are done. After that, they are fired 
or baked. Their products come with 
and without glaze.

The artists informed that cur-
rently their goods are not ‘flame-
ware’ and cannot be used for cook-
ing over fire but can be used to serve 
hot food or drinks. “We hope to 
progress into flameware products in 
the near future,” Ayhunbu said.

When queried if  they had an 

outlet for their products, they stated 
that they were still ‘self-experiment-
ing’ and only take a few orders that 
come to their studio.

Besides pottery, Ayhunbu and 
Robert also create sculptures. Their 
latest artwork comes in the form of  
‘environmental Naga house’—they 
have sculpted traditional figures 
with typical Naga kitchen / house-
ware. This was set up at the Raj 
Bhavan in the governor’s front lawn 
and was inaugurated by none other 
than the President of  India Ram 
Nath Kovind on Dec. 1.

Surat, Dec. 2 (IANS): Term-
ing the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) as tax terrorism, former 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
said on Saturday that along with 
demonetisation it took away more 
than 31,000 jobs in Surat, and 
wondered why Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi did not under-
stand the pain his decisions had 
unleashed on the poor.

Singh, who was here in the 
textile hub, said that while Modi 
claimed to understand Gujarat 
and the poor "more than anybody 
else", how was it that "he never 
understood the pain his decisions 
unleashed".

Commenting on the spirit of  
Surat textile hub and their protest 
against the implementation of  the 
GST, he said "Surat voiced the 
biggest protests in India against 
this injustice by the NDA govern-
ment. You after all come from the 
land of  two great souls, Mahatma 
Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. 

"It was in your backyard in 
Dandi where the Mahatma de-
cided to protest against the unjust 
British tax on salt. Voicing injus-
tice is in your blood which you 
have showed again against the 
shoddy implementation of  GST," 
he said.

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
The second day of the on-
going 18th Hornbill Fes-
tival began with a cultural 
extravaganza with troupes 
from across the eight 
Northeast states displaying 
their rich traditional cus-
toms through dance and 
music. 

The cultural event on 
Dec. 2 was put together 
by the North East Zone 
Cultural Centre (NEZCC).  
Governor of Odisha Dr. 
SC Jamir attended the 
event as its chief guest. 

In his brief address to 
the revellers, Jamir, also a 

former chief minister of  
Nagaland, called Decem-
ber an important month for 
the Naga people. First, Na-
galand being a Christian 
state, ‘December is very 
significant,’ he pointed out 
referring to the birth of  
Jesus Christ falling on the 
same month. 

Secondly, he said, it 
was on Dec.1 in 1963 that 
the people of India and 
the ‘whole world’ came to 
know about the existence 
of the Naga people. It was 
a day when the Naga peo-
ple proclaimed that they 
were also a sovereign peo-
ple; they became part and 
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parcel of ‘this great coun-
try India.’ 

With the Hornbill Fes-
tival having its roots during 
his time as the chief min-
ister of Nagaland, Jamir 
gave a brief background 
of the festival: “It was our 
endeavour to bring all the 
tribes of Nagaland to a 
particular place, so that 
our friends from abroad 
and the rest of the coun-
try can see all the tribes in 
one place. It was therefore 
decided to observe the state 
foundation day (Dec.1) in 
Kohima town, thereafter, it 
was shifted here.” 

The veteran politician 
appealed that the Naga 
people should not be left 
behind either in educa-
tion or academic develop-
ment; or governance, or 
by culture or tradition. He 
said that the Naga people 
have been endowed with 
‘unique talents.’ The occa-
sion calls for exhibition of  
the talents, he said.

The cultural features of  
the day included the Beril 
Nyijir Ngunu from Aru-
nachal Pradesh; Moran 
Bihu from Assam; Pung, 
Thangta and Stick Dance 
from Manipur; Shad Suk 
Mynsiem from Megha-
laya; Cheraw from Mizo-
ram; Rai Silli from Sikkim; 
Sangrai Mog from Tripura 
and a special appearance 
by a Madhya Pradesh folk 
troupe.



Kher keen to compose anthem for Horbill Festival Kohima district gets new village

KVYO urges to install 24 MVA transformer

VVPAT demonstration held at Razhaphe
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NVCO urges DC Kohima to revoke notificationPSAN appeals govt. to repeal OM
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Chief Minister TR ZEliang and his wife Kevizenuo with the Bollywood singer Kailash Kher at his 
residential office in Kohima on Friday.

DC & DEO, Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel demonstrating VVPAT at 
Ruzhaphema village.

Rokozhalie Gwirie, JVC chairman, Megolhusie Nagi and others after unveiling the monolith of Dzüdza 
village on December 2.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT 18.3 10.4 15.7 88 NIL

MON 22 12 12.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 19.2 14 16.3 83 NIL

MKG 22.2 15.4 13.8 66 NIL

PHEK 9.8 7.4 9.2 95 NIL

KIPHIRE 12 7 8.8 97 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 20 11 10.1 60 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 21.8 13.4 10.5 45 NIL

JALUKIE 21 8 18.6 82 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25.8 17 18.3 74 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

MTYO to organise night carnival 
To celebrate the onset of festive season and promote 
unity, the Medziphema Town Youth Organisation (MTYO) 
will be organising a festive night carnival from Dec. 7 to 
15th at weekly Friday market, Medziphema town. In this 
regard, MTYO has invited interested persons to open 
stalls which can be availed with a nominal fee under 
certain rules and regulations. Well-wishers and denizens 
are also requested to participate in the daily night 
event which will culminate with free open-air concert 
comprising of local artistes. Free Christmas cake lucky 
draw will also be organised for all visitors. For further 
details and queries, one may contact MTYO Mhasilevi 
Kuotsu, at 9856251870/ 9436018219. SKK convenes extra 
ordinary assembly. The Sumi Kiphimi Kuqhakulu (SKK) has 
convened an extra ordinary union assembly on Dec. 5, 12 
noon at Hotel Silhoute. Therefore, all units are requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

Clean election awareness at Aboi
Clean election awareness programme was held at 
Aboi Town on 2nd, Dec. 2. EAC Veneikho exhorted the 
gathering to clean the present electoral roll and follow 
the guidelines of ECl. Convener of CEC Konyak Baptist 
Church Association, Nyamto; CEC member, Peihwang; 
and Pastor, Police Baptist Fellowship Aboi, Mongnyei 
were the resource persons. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): Af-
ter his glittering gig at DDSC 
Stadium Dimapur on Dec. 1, 
the Bollywood singer, Kailash 
Kher on Saturday paid a cour-
tesy call on Chief  Minister TR 
Zeliang at his residential office 
and expressed his keen interest 
to compose an anthem song 
for annual Hornbill Festival. 

For this project, Kher said, 
he will include celebrity singers 
from Mumbai and Naga local 
singers. He hoped that the An-
them song would make waves 
through length and breadth of  
the country. 

Kher said, “I will be very 
grateful if  you could give im-
portance to my request. I am 
very impressed that the many 
youth of  Nagaland are my 
crazy fans and they like my 
songs.” 

The singer also requested 
the chief  minister to allow him 
to perform at Naga Heritage 
Village, Kisama next year, say-
ing, “my team was expecting 
to perform at Kohima this time 
but was surprised when asked 
to perform at Dimapur as the 
government has shifted the 
venue for Hornbill concert.” 

“My team brought lots 
of  warm clothes than instru-
ments thinking that we would 
be performing in freezing cold 

Kohima. However, we were 
not disappointed when we saw 
the huge crazy fans in the jam-
packed DDSC Stadium.”

Kailash also expressed his 
desire to groom local talents 
from Nagaland if  anyone is 
at all serious to make a mark 
in music world. Kailash sang 
a few lines from his popu-
lar songs like ‘Teri Deewani’ 
and composed song ‘Kuchi, 
Kuchi’.....which resembles the 
name of  the chief  minister’s 
son Kuchi. “When Kuchi in-
troduced himself  to me, my 
mind was suddenly transport-
ed to my old song composed 
for Hindi movie which unfor-
tunately did not fare well.” 

Kailash also briefed the 
chief  minister about his per-
sonal profile who started his 
professional journey from 
humble Mayur Viharin Old 
Delhi to metropolitan city of  
Mumbai, a release from CMO 
stated.  

The chief  minister assured 
the singer to extend support 
in the coming days and asked 
him to keep in touch with the 
Chief  Minister’s Office. The 
chief  minister and his lady 
wife Kevizenuo presented 
Naga traditional shawls and 
necklaces to Kher and team 
members.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
Dzüdza village, an off-shoot 
of  Jotsoma village under 
western Angami region, 
was officially inaugurated 
on December 2. The new 
village is located along 
the National Highway 29 
covering almost six/seven 
kilometres between the state 
capital and Sechü Zubza, 
the sub-divisional head-
quarters of the western An-
gami region.

The formal inaugura-
tion of the village was done 
by Rokozhalie Gwirie, chief  
engineer, department of  
Power, as the chief  guest. 
Mention be made that 
the state government had 
passed the recognition order 
of  the village on October 
12, 2017.

In his address, Gwirie 
stated that Dzüdza village, 
with its creation, will now 
become the gateway to the 
state capital.

“The length and breadth 
of the village stretches along 
the NH 29, and therefore, 
the village has the potential 

to become a centre for com-
mercial activities,” Gwirie 
said and urged the villagers 
to render their best for the 
welfare of the village.

Gwirie advised the 
denizens and leaders to 
have a strategic plan on 
how to move ahead, rather 
than randomly approaching 
every developmental activ-
ity, while he also urged for 
a collective effort from all 
concerned in order to push 
the village towards greater 
heights.

“In becoming the gate-
way of  Kohima, there is 
a bright prospect for this 
village to become a centre 
of  all kinds of  activities, 
including hotels, parking 
for taxis and trucks. It is 
in our hands to make it a 
well-planned village/town,” 
Gwirie remarked.

Guest of  honour Meg-
olhousie Nagi, chairman of  
Jotsoma Village Council, 
also expressed high hope 
that the new village would 
one day grow up to become 
a commercial centre.

“Being located on the 

stretch of national highway, 
the people of  this village 
will have maximum benefits 
and advantages. Therefore, 
take the challenge to lead 
the way,” Nagi said.

President of  Western 
Angami Public Organisa-
tion, Lhouphrevilie Rino 
expressed his happiness and 
welcomed the new village 
to its fold on behalf  of  the 
people.

The programme was 
chaired by Visakholie Nisa, 
while Howeho kro-u pre-
sented a folk song. Secretary 
of  organising committee, 
Kepelhuto Nakhro gave a 
brief  history of  the village 
formation and while the 
vote of thanks was tendered 
by K Senotsu.

Earlier, the chief  guest 
also unveiled a monolith 
which was erected in re-
membrance of the recogni-
tion of Dzüdza village. The 
dedicatory prayer for the 
village and the monolith 
was pronounced by the 
pastors and reverends of  
Jotsoma village, led by Rev. 
Savito Nagi.

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
Public Service Aspirants 
of  Nagaland (PSAN) has 
appealed the government 
to revoke the October 
26 Office Memorandum 
(OM) and revert the selec-
tion process of  Class III 
posts under the purview of  
Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC). It 
also reaffirmed on its de-
mand and decided to use 
every democratic right till 
justice is served.

PSAN media cell stated 
that the government’s in-
ability to revoke the Octo-
ber 26 OM has come a big 
blow to the educated and 
unemployed youth. With 
more than 70,000 educated 
and unemployed youth vy-
ing for an opportunity to 
get into the system through 
free, fair and open means, 
PSAN stated that the deci-
sion of  the government to 
scrap Class-III posts from 
the purview of  NPSC has 
demoralised thousands and 
has even succeeded in cre-
ating a negative image of  
the present government. 

In addition, PSAN has 
urged the government to set 
up a State Selection Board 
in line with the centre’s 
Staff  Selection Commis-
sion for recruitment to the 
posts with a Grade Pay 

of  less than 2800 in order 
to inculcate in the youth 
a spirit of  competition 
and also to select the best 
among thousands to serve 
the state with efficiency 
and sincerity. 

PSAN has reaffirmed 
on its demand and decided 
to use every democratic 
right to ensure deliverance 
of  justice so that no force 
would hamper the growth 
of  Nagaland and its youth. 
It cautioned that the gov-
ernment would solely be 
held responsible if  any un-
toward incident occurs as a 
result of  PSAN’s stand for 
justice.

Meanwhile, PSAN has 
welcomed the cabinet deci-
sion taken on November 28 
to revamp the NPSC and 
its system of  examination, 
adding the decisiveness 
and sensitivity towards 
the plight of  its people has 
raised a ray of  hope for a 
more people-centric gov-
ernment.

NPSC, being the high-
est recruiting body of  the 
state, PSAN pointed out 
that it should maintain the 
highest level of  transpar-
ency and fairness. PSAN 
hoped that the new direc-
tives issued to NPSC would 
be followed in letter and in 
spirit.

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
Perturbed by the stark real-
ity of power scenario in Ko-
hima as highlighted by the 
Association of Power Engi-
neers of Nagaland (APEN), 
Kohima Village Youth Or-
ganisation (KVYO) has 
urged the government to 
immediately install the ad-
ditional 24 MVA kept on 
hold for past three years 
because of  non payment 
of bills.

APEN had highlighted 
that the only 24 MVA sub-
station serving Kohima was 
failing due to overloading 
this winter season, which 
prompted the KVYO offi-
cials to visit the department 
to apprise itself  on the dis-
mal scenario.

It was learned during the 
interaction that the only 24 
MVA in Kohima installed 
in the year 2000, which 
has been feeding the whole 

district 24×7 for the past 17 
years, could breakdown any 
moment. It was also learned 
that the power department 
has been judiciously output-
ting only 19 MVA for safety 
against the actual require-
ment of  32 MVA. Besides, 
the department has resorted 
to load shedding at Kohima 
two hours daily due to the 
increased consumption on 
account of Hornbill festivi-
ties. 

Surprisingly despite 
availing the required out-
put, it was learned that the 
government has advised di-
verting 5 MVA to Peren and 
Medziphema. It noted with 
concern that in the event 
of transformer breakdown, 
Kohima would be plunged 
into total prolonged dark-
ness due to lack of a substi-
tute transformer.

Stating that Kohima 
district stands at the top 

of  departmental books for 
prompt payment of electric-
ity bills, KVYO said no one 
should be deprived of what 
they are entitled to at the ex-
pense of any other division 
which is not known for civic 
responsibility.

KVYO, therefore, urged 
the government to either roll 
up its sleeves immediately 
and install the additional 24 
MVA kept on hold for past 
three years because of non 
payment of  bills or listen 
to the power engineer’s and 
stop diverting power from 
Kohima. 

Under such circum-
stances, the organisation 
president Medozhatuo Rut-
sa and the general secretary 
Ruokuoneitso Kire have 
requested all the public to 
judiciously use the available 
power output and also join 
KVYO to check all illegal 
taping of power.

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
In order to giving more 

thrust to SVEEP campaign 
in the  district, Deputy 

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumers ’  Organisat ion 
(NVCO) urged the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kohima, 
to revoke the notification 
which nullified the joint 
signatures of  village coun-
cil chairmen on cheques 
for Village Development 
Board (VDB) withdrawal 
stating it was illegal and 
in gross violation of  the 
various provisions of  law 
amounting to discrimina-
tion.

NVCO has made this 
appeal following a rep-
resentation submitted to 
the Chief  Secretary by 
the Angami Village Coun-
cil Chairmen Associa-
tion (AVCCA) under the 
subject ‘Representation 
of  all the village council 

chairmen under Kohima 
district against the nullifi-
cation of  joint signatures 
of  the VCC on cheques 
for VDB withdrawals vide 
Order No. SDR/DCK/
VC/42/2011 (Pt -1)// 
2282 dated Kohima, the 
nil April 2016 issued by 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Kohima, Nagaland.’ 

It stated that the asso-
ciation was aggrieved by 
the order dated nil April 
2016 issued by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kohima, 
in nullifying the joint sig-
natures of  the VCC on 
cheques for VDB with-
drawals. 

Earlier, the association 
had submitted a represen-
tation to the Deputy Com-
missioner, Kohima, urging 
the latter to review the 

nullification of  joint signa-
tures of  VCC on cheques 
for VDB withdrawals. It 
contended that the joint 
signatures of  VCC and 
VDB secretary on the 
cheque were necessary in 
order to avoid deduction/ 
mobilisation. It rued that 
the Deputy Commissioner 
failed to take any positive 
step.

In view of  the above 
s ta ted c i rcumstances, 
NVCO has questioned the 
Deputy Commissioner 
as to why the system was 
practice only in Kohima 
district. Considering the 
facts and circumstances of  
the matter, NVCO asked 
the concerned authority 
to examine the order and 
revoked instantly in the in-
terest of  village councils.

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): The 
Survival Nagaland has vehement-
ly condemned the life attempt on 
Dr. Angukato Achumi by “18 
suspected illegal migrants on the 
night of  Nov. 30.”

The survival Nagaland has 
pointed out that such intolerable 
incidents are popping up in the 
Naga society repeatedly, which 
is an open indication of  how 
Nagaland is becoming doomed 
with the menace of  the illegal im-
migrants population like Tripura 
and Assam.

The Survival Nagaland la-
mented in witnessing such un-
fortunate case upon an educated 
and law abiding citizen serving 
the society with one of  the no-
blest profession in the world was 
manhandled like a criminal on 
statehood anniversary.

A release from Media Cell 
also questioned “has the time 
come for us that we can no longer 
roam freely in our own locality 
for fear of  suspected migrants.” 

The village council declared 
that 18 accused did not belong 
to Padampukhuri but brought in 
from other place by construction 
owner, the release added. 

Basing on the statement of  
both the parties on Dec. 1 at Pad-
ampukhuri village council court, 
the Survival Nagaland pointed 
out that “the composed lies of  
culprits which was confessed by 
one Mubarak as their pre-planned 
lie to trap the doctor as the one 
who came and provoked them 
should be seriously viewed. The 
arrogance and criminal attitude 

of  the 18 culprits whom the doc-
tor approached for help to search 
for his missing phone, even up 
to the extent of  offering them 
monetary return as reward which 
was only to be laughed at and 
strike on the head making him 
unconscious.”

On regaining consciousness, 
the release said the victim called 
out his father’s and brother’s 
name, to which “Miyas ordered 
him to be quiet and tied his mouth 
tightly with cloth.”

The Survival Nagaland also 
questioned what does NGOs and 
hohos think about this situation? 
Where is the NSF that claims 
to be spearheading the move-
ment against illegal migrants in 
national media? We appreciate 
the PAC Naga Council for being 
vocal on the issue.”

The Survival Nagaland also 
said it shall not rest the case till 
such time the remaining 12 ab-
sconders are arrested and brought 
to justice.

“SN takes serious view on 
the 2 Naga men reportedly em-
ployed as Mohori and Thekadar 
of  construction. They directed 
Miyas to keep the doctor under 
arrest untill they reach. Up on 
their arrival, the poor Doctor had 
a sigh of  relief, expecting that he 
would be rescued from the Miya 
gangsters,” the release stated.

“Surprisingly the duo insulted 
the victim with abusive words 
both on professional and tribal 
lines. They went on to challenge 
him when he was still lying on the 
ground with hands tied with tube 

wire,” it added.
While condemning the act, 

the Survival Nagaland also re-
minded the construction owner 
to reveal their identities within 
a week and further stated that 
choosing to keep it secret after 
this reminder would not be justifi-
able but objectionable.

The Survival Nagaland want-
ed “the Naga public to under-
stand that these 2 Naga men are 
sharing extremely “questionable 
brotherhood” with suspected il-
legal migrants.” This is a serious 
Naga issue hence, no act of  anti-
Naga shall be tolerated under any 
circumstances, it added.

The Survival Nagaland de-
manded immediate arrest of  the 
duo and warned that it shall take 
step is any individual or group 
bail out the anti-Naga duo after 
the arrest.

SN also expressed gratitude 
to the decision taken by Pa-
dumpukhuri Village Council to 
flush out all 422 ‘Miyas’ from 
village jurisdiction. It also ap-
preciated the village council for 
maintaining the census of  outsid-
ers residing in the village. 
CNTC: The Central Nagaland 
Tribes Council (CNTC) has flayed 
the incident at Padumpukhri on 
Dec.1, where one Dr. Angukato 
was assaulted by “some migrant 
workers and some Nagas were 
also said to be involved.” 

CNTC Media Cell said such 
incidents have become frequent 
each passing day and nothing 
new to us anymore. Mere con-
demnations in newspapers and 

social medias time and again 
won’t have any effect and bear 
any fruit unless all Nagas come 
together in unison and root out 
this menace from the core at the 
earliest, the release stated.

The CNTC also said a proper 
mechanism by the state govern-
ment in coordination with civil 
societies should be initiated at 
the earliest. 

“We Nagas have to take our 
share of  the blame for protect-
ing and sheltering these migrant 
workers for their cheap labour 
which is inviting many unwanted 
elements and incidents to take 
place,” the release added.

“Incidents like this should 
have now open our eyes and 
Nagas should start taking drastic 
steps otherwise the grave danger 
lurking at our very near future is 
imminent,” said CNTC.

The CNTC also warned those 
Nagas involved in the incident of  
stern action and further advised 
all to keep away from such act of  
patronising and protecting outsid-
ers for personal interests.
UUDA: Usütomi Union Di-
mapur Area (UUDA) has strong-
ly condemned the incident at 
Padumpukhuri where one of  its 
bonafide member, Dr. Angukato 
Z Achumi was “beaten to the 
state of  unconscious by the miyas 
suspected Illegal Bangladesh Im-
migrants (IBI) ILP defaulters.” 

“Dr. Achumi was tortured 
physically and mentally for no 
season even after revealing his 
identity,” stated a relaese from 
UUDA chairman, Vitolu Chophy 

and secretary Kihoshe Assumi
The union urged all the right 

thinking Nagas to stand together 
and not to safe guard the ac-
cused.

The UUDA also stated that 
the union will fight for justice and 
further appealed the law enforc-
ing agency “not to get influenced 
by the outside force.” 
USU: The Usütomi Students’ 
Union (USU) also vehemently 
condemned the barbaric act met-
ed out towards its member Dr. 
Angukato Achumi by a “group 
of  illegal immigrants.” 

In a condemnation note from 
the union president, Toino Awo-
mi stated that the way which the 
victim was beaten and tied up 
mercilessly could have resulted 
to death and such act is unaccept-
able to any forms of  justification 
by assaulters. 

The USU also expressed an-
guished over the inhumane act in 
which the victim, a respectable 
and a law abiding citizen had to 
suffer physically, mentally and 
emotionally at the hands of  those 
mindless illegal immigrants.

The union urged upon the 
competent authority to take stern 
action and award befitting and ex-
emplary punishment. The union 
also appealed to all sections of  
society to condemn such heinous 
act without any fear which has 
also become a daily affair. 

The union fears that if  cor-
rective measures are not taken 
to suppress such force, Nagas 
will soon be oppressed in one’s 
own land by the IBIs, the release 

Commissioner & District 
Election Officer, Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel along 
with ADC & RO Mediz-
iphema Vikhweno Chale, 
and EAC & ARO, Mediz-
iphema Sentilong Ozukum, 
visited Ruzhaphema and 
Bungsang villages under 
Medziphema sub-division 
for demonstration of  Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Ma-
chine (VVPAT) on Dec. 2. 

The concerns related 
with the VVPAT were also 
answered by the district 
administration. The com-
munity appreciated the 
VVPAT which shall be 
used in upcoming state As-
sembly Election and also 
pledged for ethical voting. 
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Parliamentary secretary of tourism, C Apok Jamir, giving away the prizes to the par cipants of World War 
II peace rally at Kisama on December 2.

Jio officials felicita ng the Director of IPR and Tourism and IT & C officials at the Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama, on December 2. They  were awarded for digi sa on of Hornbill Fes val 2017.

Contestants of the Naga Chef season-5 along with the organisers and judges in Kohima on December 2.

James Lotha proudly displaying his 3D sculpture at the ongoing 
Hornbill fes val in Kisama on December 2.

EM Images

Re red IAS officer Ramongo Lotha speaking at the felicita on programme at Hotel Sarama  on December 2.
EM Images

Rio seen with the author Neisevituo Sorhie and cover models of 
the novel at the releasing of the book ‘A Nei Kezivi - 2’ in Kohima on 
December 2.

EM Images

Director NEC MR Mahapatra 
visi ng the Hipfest stall at 
Kisama on December 2.

HIGHLIGHTS OF HORNBILL FESTIVAL: Day-2
World War II peace rally culminates Reliance felicitates IPR, Tourism & IT depts. 

Naga chef season-5 begins at Kisama

3D carving pulls crowd at Kisama

BJP vows for an egalitarian Naga society

Rio releases romance epic novel in Tenyidie

NEC director 
visits Kisama

NTA organises 
city and 

village tour

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
The WWII Peace Rally, 
organised by the Naga-
land Adventure and Mo-
torsports Association 
(NAMA) in collaboration 

with the Tourism Depart-
ment, concluded at Kisa-
ma Heritage Village on 
December 2.

Aron, Anoka Vikai-
to, Diku and Norbert 
were awarded in the best 

original car of  the World 
War II peace rally. The 
best uniform squad was 
awarded to Kanato, Kas-
hito, Tonika and Kaka, 
while the most disciplined 
squad was won by Vinito, 

KG-2200

Kito and Inato Sumi. The 
best all women squad was 
awarded to Alebu, Vel-
hukhalu, Keneichanuo 
and Kehoule-u, while the 
best tourism promotion 
squad was awarded to To-
vika, Akato and Samual 
and the best-maintained 
vehicle was awarded to 
Imsukaba and Aren

Parliamentary secre-
tary of  tourism, C Apok 
Jamir, speaking as the chief  
guest at the prize distribu-
tion ceremony, said the 
rally was to retrospect on 
the destruction and all that 
had taken place during the 
WWII particularly during 
the battle of  Kohima.

A total number of  11 
vintage WW II jeeps with 
25 participants including 4 
women participated in the 
rally.

The rally was flagged 
off  at Multipurpose State 
Stadium, Dimapur, in the 
morning by Commission-
er of  Taxes, Mhathung 
Murry.

Departments of  Informa-
tion & Public Relations, 
Tourism and Department 
of  Information Technology 
& Communication were fe-
licitated by Reliance Jio In-
focomm Ltd. on December 

2 at Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama, for digitisation of  
Hornbill Festival 2017.

Business manager of  
Reliance Jio infocom Ltd. 
Kohima, Moatemsu Im-
kong, in his short speech, 

stated that the state govern-
ment along with Reliance 
jio has taken the Hornbill 
festival towards a digital 
platform. He stated that 
the departments of  IPR, 
Tourism and IT have set up 

Naga Chef season- 5 Naga 
Chef, an annual cooking 
competition to promote 
indigenous Naga cuisine 
began at Naga Heritage Vil-
lage, Kisama, on December 
2. The competition is a live 
cooking event intended to 
establish a platform for any 
Naga cook, who have the 
potential to promote indig-
enous Naga food globally.

The annual event is be-
ing organised by Synergy 
Group Enterprise in part-
nership with the Depart-
ment of Tourism, Govern-
ment of Nagaland. The 
event aspires to showcase 
the varied delicacies of the 
different tribes during the 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
James Lotha is not just an-
other ordinary craftsman 
who sells his craftworks. He 
has made a distinction in 
the art of sculpture on 3D 
relief carving. James had 
sold two of his 3D carving 
for Rs 35,000 each at the 
ongoing Hornbill festival in 

Kisama.
James has opened his 

stall at Kisama named as 
‘Home Craft,’ where he and 
his colleagues are selling 
plaster of Paris craft, deco-
rative handicraft items and 
wood carvings.

The 36-year-old is cur-
rently based in Chumukedi-
ma, Dimapur, hailing from 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
A Tenyidie romance novel 
titled ‘A Nei Kezivi - 2’ (My 
fiancée’s beauty) authored 
by Neisevituo Sorhie was 
released by Neiphiu Rio, 
MP Lok Sabha, on De-
cember 2 at Capital Con-
vention Centre, New Sec-
retariat Complex, Kohima.

The novel ‘A Nei Kezivi 
– 2,’ a sequel of the first 
book ‘A Nei Kezivi’ pub-
lished in the year 1996, is 
a story about a young man 
and woman – civil service 
exam aspirants who fell in 
love, said the author, Sorhie.

Sorhie said his primary 
objective is to let the young-
er generation learn how to 
better read and understand 
Tenyidie through a fiction 
love story, which depicts 

a communication channel 
on mobile app “Jio chat” 
in the name of  ‘Nagaland 
Hornbill Festival.’

He added that people 
from across the globe could 
get access to live stream-
ing, video clips and pho-
tographs of  major events 
at Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama, on ‘Jio chat’ and 
congratulated the three 
departments for working 
tirelessly towards achiev-
ing the purpose. He also 
looked forward to such as-
sociations in future as well.

Director IPR Limawati 
Ao; Director of  Tourism K 
Sekhose; and Additional 
Director & HOD of IT &C 
Tongtiliba Longkumer; 
received the certificates of  
appreciation on behalf  of  
the respective departments.

festival by the way of pre-
senting Naga indigenous 
cuisines of high quality 
aiming at reaching the value 
of international standards. 

The competition would 
include number of  rounds 
to identify various skills 
required to be a successful 

chef  and entrepreneur. The 
competition is being organ-
ised with the objective to 
promote ingenious cuisine. 
Naga Chef aspires to keep 
the old age recipes alive, be-
sides letting the world dis-
cover the soul feeling and 
mouth watering wonders 

of  the local cuisine. 
The winner of  the 

Naga Chef season-5 would 
walk away with a cash 
prize of  Rs 3 lakh besides 
many more benefits and 
opportunities. Altogether 
10 contestants are partici-
pating in the contest.

Yimpang village of Wokha 
district.

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror Lotha said, “We are 
losing our traditional value, 
so it is my wish to continue 
the legacy through crafting 
and upholding the unique 
culture along with the mod-
ern concept.”

Lotha said he like 3D 
carving because the oth-
ers cannot copycat what 
he is doing. Crafting was 
his hobby which he ended 
up taking it as a profession 
seriously. With seven years 
of  experience in 3D Carv-
ing, he has sold around 20 
pieces.

Lotha has been making 
3D crafting for seven years 
since after he had learned 
at 3D crafting at Noppa-
dol’s Wood Carving Col-
lege at Chiang Mai, Thai-
land, where he undertook 
three months course spon-
sored under CM Corpus 
fund in 2010. Lotha said 
the 3D handcrafts were 
made from teak wood that 
requires a minimum of 20 
days to finish.

“We are born in Naga-
land where we learn how to 
craft at the very young age; 
we have a lot of scopes if  
we were taking it serious’,’ 
Lotha added.

Director of  North East 
Council (NEC), MR Maha-
patra, who is on a three day 
visit to Nagaland, visited 
the Naga Heritage Village, 
Kisama, on December 2.

He witnessed the cul-
tural extravaganza or-
ganised by North East 
Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZECC) on the theme 
‘Cultural yours’ and also 
toured the exhibition halls 
and morungs of  different 
tribes. He was also accord-
ed a warm welcome at the 
media centre at Kisama, 
where he interacted with 
officials from the IPR de-
partment.

Nagaland Tourism Asso-
ciation (NTA) has organ-
ised a city and village tour 
as part of  the Hornbill 
festival on December 2 
at Naga Heritage village, 
Kisama.

The main purpose 
of  the tour was to show-
case the lifestyle of  Naga 
people domiciled in the 
villages and get to know 
the city better. During 
the tour, the participants 
would be visiting Kohima 
city besides Khonoma 
and Kigwema.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Dec. 2: State 
unit of  the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) has sounded 
its message loud and clear 
that its policies and pro-
grammes were directed 
towards development for 
an egalitarian society and 
not base on religious line 
as speculated by majority 
Christians in Nagaland.

BJP made clear its poli-

cies and programmes at 
the felicitation programme 
held in honour of  Ramon-
go Lotha, retired Commis-
sioner and Secretary, which 
was held at Hotel Saramati 
on December 2.

Addressing the party 
functionaries, State unit 
president Visasolie Lhoun-
gu said the party’s main 
agenda is to develop the 
State and to elevate the liv-

ing condition of  the down-
trodden section of  the so-
ciety.

With over 2 lakhs BJP 
membership in the State, 
Lhoungu said the Naga 
society has now come to 
accept the ideologies of  the 
party and the only alterna-
tive to run the government 
in the State.

Reiterating the voices 
of  the people for a change 

in the State governance, 
Lhoungu said that change 
could come only when the 
people take the right deci-
sion.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, BJP national 
general secretary and 
in-charge of  North East 
Prashant Arora has high-
lighted on the eligibility 
of  a candidate to contest 
from the party ticket. He 
said the selection of  candi-
dates would be decided by 
the central parliamentary 
committee basing on the 
win ability, credibility and 
loyalty to party principles.

Ramongo Lotha (IAS), 
retired Commissioner and 
Secretary of  Food and 
Civil Supplies, said he had 
decided to join the party as 
he was impressed with the 
policies and programmes 
of  BJP under the leader-
ship of  the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. Ramongo 
Lotha hails from Pangti 
village in Wokha district 
under 39 Sanis Assembly 
Constituency.

Ramongo exuded 
confidence that Naga-
land could be developed 
at par with other states 
by judicious implementa-
tion of  the policies and 
programmes of  the cen-
tral government. He said 
the central would never 
deprive the Naga society 
of  the facilities only if  the 
state government prudent-
ly follows the given policies 
and programmes.

He has further assured 
to work jointly for the 
overall development of  
the Naga society under the 
BJP.

Senior BJP official and 
convenor of  media cell, K 
James Vizo delivered the 
vote of  thanks.

the lives of  the present day 
generation.

Observing that the 
youths of  today could 
hardly speak a correct sen-

tence in their own mother 
tongue, the author hopes 
that this book would be a 
medium for learning Teny-
idie.

Speaking as the chief  
guest, Rio congratulated 
the author for coming out 
with the sequel of  his book 
and appreciated his creativ-
ity, discipline and passion 
for writing.

Also observing with the 
pain that ‘we’ have side-
lined the importance of  
learning our own mother-
tongue by focusing too 
much on learning English 
- the universal language, he 
emphasised on the need to 
retract and learn our own 
local dialects by giving 
importance and respecting 
the same.

Rio expressed hope 
that the author will con-
tinue to write and produce 
more of  such books in the 
near future.

In his introductory 

speech, Prof. D. Kuolie, sec-
retary general Ura Acade-
my said the sequel was pub-
lished on public demand, 
wherein the readers wanted 
to see the main characters 
of  the story to settle down. 
The pre-sequel book, he said 
was very popular among the 
young readers which sold 
like hotcakes.

While appreciating the 
author for his imaginative 
and farsighted thoughts, 
Kuolie said the Academy 
would like to see more 
writers in the future.

The book release pro-
gramme organised by 
the Classic Club Kohima 
started with a dedica-
tory offered by Vizovo-
lie Sorhie, assistant pastor, 
Central Christian Revival 
Church, Dimapur.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
Manipur based -Coalition 
for  Indigenes’  Rights 
Campaign (CIRCA) has 
decided to submit a seven-
point proposal to the central 
government for restoration 
of  pre-merger political 
status to Manipur under the 
purview of  the Instrument 
of Accession, 1947 .

After campaigning for 
the cause for the last 28 
months, CIRCA demands 
the central government 
to recognise the ongoing 
conflict in the state and 
accordingly make an official 

declaration to this effect, 
said Convenor CIRCA 
Somorendro Thokchom. 

The proposal demands 
the decision of the Supreme 
Court taken on July 8, 2016 
describing the situation in 
the State as a case of public 
order situation equivalent 
to internal disturbance be 
rolled back immediately.

The government of  
India should recognise the 
prevailing Manipur-India 
conflict as a political issue 
that requires a political 
solution, the convenor 
added while speaking to 
media at Imphal on Friday. 

A political approach rather 
than a military approach 
should be adopted to find a 
negotiated settlement to the 
present conflict in the State.

Urging the government 
of  India to recognise 
the distinct history and 
political status of  Manipur 
as a step towards finding 
a political solution to 
the conflict in the state, 
Somorendro Thokchom 
also urged the United 
Kingdom to intervene 
and bring a settlement of  
the conflicts in Manipur 
since it  has a hand in 
the controversies  and 

confusions surrounding the 
political status of  Manipur. 

The organisation in its 
proposal further demanded 
that the problem of  influx 
o f  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m 
neighbouring countries 
exacerbated by systematic 
transfer of  population from 
mainland India being a 
demographic dimension 
of  the ongoing conflict 
should be set as an agenda 
for any future political 
negotiations.

It also appealed to all 
the concerned to freely 
express their views and 
ideas without any fear. 

Itanagar, Dec. 2 (PTI): Opposition 
Congress today nominated Kameng 
Dolo as its official candidate for Pakke-
Kessang assembly seat, while Modam 
Dini has been selected for Likabali for 
the December 12 by-election to two 
assembly seats.

Party spokesman Hina Camder 
Tok said Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi approved the candidature of  
Dolo and Dini.

The Likabali seat had fallen vacant 
after the state health and family welfare 
minister Jomde Kena passed away on 
September 4 this year at a city hospital 
in Guwahati.

The Pakke-Kessang seat fell vacant 
after the Gauhati High Court declared 
null and void the election of Dolo, who 
was former deputy chief minister from 
it in the March 15, 2014 polls following 
an election petition filed against him 

by BJP nominee and former minister 
Atum Welly. Dolo had won the election 
unopposed in 2014 and Welly had 
alleged that a fraudulent move threw 
him out of the election, as the EC had 
accepted a forged letter of withdrawal 
of his candidature that led to election 
of his lone opponent.

Welly, in his election petition said 
that withdrawal of his candidature was 
illegal as his signature was forged.

Tok said that in the 2014 assembly 
polls the mandate was given to 
Congress in both the constituencies 
but BJP had created political instability 
in the state by toppling the popularly 
elected Congress government.

“Such cheap politics would not pay 
any dividend rather people would give 
back a befitting reply in the ensuing 
by-poll ... The Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee (APCC) is all set 

for the by-elections under the leadership 
of its President Takam Sanjoy to ensure 
the victory of the party candidates in 
the two constituencies.

The APCC is confident that people 
of  both the constituencies would 
repose their faith in the Congress as it 
advocates secular system rising above 
all differences of  caste, creed and 
religion, Tok added.

The ruling BJP is yet to decide the 
candidates for Likabali constituency. 
It has selected B R Waghe as its 
official candidate for Pake-Kessang 
constituency. The last date of  filing 
papers for both the constituencies is 
December 4, while scrutiny of papers 
would be done on December 5.

The last date of  withdrawal of  
candidatures is December 7 while 
counting of  votes would be held on 
December 24 next.

Guwahati, Dec. 2 (PTI): 
The Gauhati High Court 
today directed the Assam 
government to submit the 
process for rehabilitation 
of  people who have been 
evicted from the Amchang 
Wildlife Sanctuary here this 
week.

A  d i v i s i o n  b e n c h 
comprising Chief  Justice 
Ajit Singh and Justice 
Manojit Bhuyan granted 
two months time to the 
government to submit its 
action on the process.

The court on Wednesday 
suspended the ongoing 
eviction drive on residential 
areas in the sanctuary 
considering a plea made 
by the state government 
due to school examination 
of  children and the winter 
season.

The court, however, 
permitted the government 
to carry on the eviction 
drive against commercial 
establishments inside the 
sanctuary.

As per Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal’s 
d i r ec t ion ,  Add i t iona l 
Advocate General Devajit 
Saikia on November 29 had 
made a verbal submission 
before the court regarding 
suspension of  the eviction 
drive and the court allowed it.

The evict ion dr ive 
started on November 27 
on the orders of  the high 
court to free the sanctuary 
of encroachers.

Meanwhile, Kamrup 
(Metropolitan) district 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t 
conducted the eviction drive 
today said that suitable 
arrangements have been 
made for the students of the 
evicted families.

Arrangements have 
been made so that students 
are able to appear for the 
examinations and study 
materials will  also be 
provided to them, Deputy 
Commissioner Kamrup (M) 
district Dr M Angamuthu 
said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 2 (EMN): India 
should be proactive and take 
up similar initiatives as China 
has taken up in various sectors 
in Myanmar to strengthen the 
relationship between the two 
countries. This message was 
conveyed by a team of  journalist 
from Myanmar who are on a ten 
day study tour in northeast states, 
during an interaction programme 
here on Friday.

 “China has been inviting 
various professionals  from 
Myanmar for tours in various 
parts of  China. So India also 
should start such practices to 
strengthen the relationships,” 
conveyed Aung Htun U, Advisory 
Board member  of  Yangon 
Journalism School. ‘Of  course 

the Indian Embassy helped a 
lot in making this study tour in 
India’s northeast this time’, Htun 
U said.

Htun  U a long  wi th  12 
journalists from various parts of  
Myanmar besides Bertil Lintner, 
eminent Swedish journalist, 
author and strategic consultant 
who has been writing about 
Asia for nearly four decades, are 
touring Assam and Manipur since 
November 25. Another group of  
journalists from Myanmar is also 
currently in China.

‘For the first time we are 
conducting such kind of  cross 
border training in India after 
exper ienc ing  c ross  border 
training in Thailand. “Our 
country has many ethnic groups 
and minorities. So we also want 

to know how Indian government 
handles ethnic groups in India. 
We have learnt a lot about north 
east and it is very interesting to 
visit places like Guwahati and 
Imphal during our tour,’ asserted 
Htun U. 

‘Imphal is an important 
place for Burmese because of  
the battle between British and 
Japanese and it is even included 
in a chapter in our books’, the 
visiting the journalist informed. 
Even though Myanmar has a new 
government the journalists are 
still facing difficulties in terms of  
collecting information as military 
are still controlling things, they 
maintained.

After visiting Loktak Lake 
in Bishnupur district Myanmar 
journalists’ team felt that Loktak 

is similar to that of  Inle, a 
freshwater lake in Myanmar’s 
Shan s tate  where  the  lake 
dwellers row their boats with 
their legs etc.

During their stay in Manipur 
the Myanmar journalists also 
visited the popular Ima Keithel, a 
women market, Kangla Fort both 
in Imphal town and Moreh,the 
border town located about 110 
km south of  Imphal along Indo-
Myanmar border. 

Friday night interaction 
session was also joined by Bertil 
Lintner, the writer of  popular 
books ‘Land of  Jade’ and ‘Great 
Game East’ which critically 
engage with the various political 
struggles in the region and 
Imphal based journalists and 
others.

Imphal, Dec. 2 (IANS): Militants ambushed Assam 
Rifles troopers in Kamjong district of Manipur early 
on Saturday morning, but no casualties were reported, 
an official said.

An Assam Rifles spokesperson told IANS: “No 
casualties were reported among the troopers. More 
reinforcements have been called in and combing 
operations are going on.”

He said one column of  the troopers under the 
command of Major Jaganathan was proceeding for 
holding a medical camp for the tribal villagers.

“As the column neared Ishi village in the district, 
three bombs were detonated in quick succession. There 
were some minor damages to the vehicles,” he said. A 
heavy exchange of fire followed.

Police said that on getting information, police, 
paramilitary and Assam Rifles personnel rushed to 
the site.

However, the militants had managed to escape 
before the arrival of additional forces.

Militants have been attacking the forces in some 
hill districts. The 356-km Manipur-Myanmar border is 
manned by Assam Rifles troopers since they are trained 
in counter-insurgency operations.

A 10-km boundary fencing was also started near 
Moreh, the border town. But, the construction work 
had to be suspended following complaints that it 
encroached upon the land of Myanmar.

Agartala, Dec. 2 (IANS): 
Six surrendered militants 
were arrested on Saturday 
in connection with the 
kidnapping of  four Tripura 
G r a m i n  B a n k  ( T G B ) 
officials, who returned home 
on Friday -- a week after their 
abduction, police said.

“Act ing  on  spec i f i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  we  h ave 
arrested six surrendered 
militants today (Saturday) 
in connection with the 
kidnapping of  four bank 
off icials.  Two of  them 
arrested from here, two from 
Mungiakami in western 
Tripura’s Khowai district 
and two from Amarpur in 

southern Tripura’s Gomati 
district,” a police official 
said.

He said that a vehicle, 
some mobile phone sets and 
Rs 1.35 lakh were recovered 
from the two arrested from 
Agartala.

“All of  them will be 
produced in a local court on 
Sunday in Gomati district 
headquarters Udaipur and a 
TI (test identification) parade 
before the bank officials will 
be conducted,” the official 
said.

A l l  t h e  s i x  f o r m e r 
terrorists had surrendered a 
few years back.

E a r l i e r,  t h e  p o l i c e 

said TGB’s Taidu Branch 
M a n a g e r  T a n u m o y 
Bhattachar jee, 30, Sujit 
Chandra Dey, 28, Raktim 
Bhowmik, 31, and Subrata 
D e b b a r m a ,  3 2 ,  w e r e 
abducted on November 24 
night by miscreants while 
returning by their vehicles to 
Agartala through Teliamura.

The miscreants released 
the hostages on Thursday 
night and they returned 
home the next day. 

R a k t i m  B h o w m i k 
told the media that his, 
Bhattacharjee’s and Dey’s 
families together paid Rs 
51,000 to the miscreants as 
ransom for their release.

Dimapur, Dec.2 (EMN): A press 
statement issued by Daniel Teron, 
General Secretary, in charge Propaganda, 
Hill State Demand Council (HSDC) 
issued on Sat. Dec. 2 mentions that 
the party has expelled Dr. Jayanta 
Rongpi, Rubi.Kr.Phangcho, Salawor 
Bey, Laichan Engleng, Semson Killing, 
Dr. Mongve Rongpi and Gobin Tokbi 
from the party for indulging in anti-party 
activities. 

The HSDC in the release has 
appealed the people to desist from 
associating from the expelled members.

 The release further mentions that the 
said members has violated the principle 
of  the HSDC which is said to have 

formed on Feb.9 and 10th, 2015 by re-
activiting the CPI(ML) party who were 
suppose to keep its activities in abeyance 
during the formation of the HSDC. 

The statement stated that, according 
to the basic principles of the formation 
of the HSDC, other constituents namely 
(Hill State Democratic Party( HSDP) 
and United People’s Front Front (UPF) 
have kept it activities abeyance. In order 
to strengthen the HSDC, the UPF had 
even dissolved its party, leaders of  the 
HSDP are in the process of discussion 
to dissolve the party before HSDC 
conference scheduled to be hled on 
Dec.10 and 11th.

Bur Dr. Jayanta Rongpi , Rubi Kr. 

Phangcho and his group violated the basic 
principle by implemeting programmes 
and agendas of  the CPI(ML). The 
CPI(ML) went a step further by holding 
CPI(ML) conference recently, stated the 
statement.

The statement also mentioned, the 
expelled party members hereafter have 
no right and authority to claim and 
hold HSDC conference. If  Dr. Jayanta 
Rongpi, Rubi K.Phangcho wish to join 
HSDC they can do so by resigning 
from CPI(ML) party. But by continuing 
their membership with CPI(ML) they 
cannot convent conference of any other 
political party including HSDC, stated 
the release.

Guwahati, Dec. 2 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minis ter 
Sarbananda Sonowal paid 
tribute to Chaolung Siu-Ka-
Pha, founder of  the Ahom 
dynasty in 13th century, on 
the occasion of Asom Divas, 
also known as Siu-Ka-Pha 
Divas, today.

Sonowal  u rged  the 
people to join hands with the 
government in its endeavour 

to ensure equal development 
of all communities of Assam.

“Siu-Ka-Pha Divas is a 
significant celebration in the 
socio-political life of the state. 
On this day, we all must take 
a pledge to take the ideals 
of unity and brotherhood of  
great Ahom king Chaolung 
Siu-Ka-Pha forward to build 
a stronger and composite 
Assam,” he said.

This will be the fittest 
tribute to this legendary 
A h o m  K i n g ,  S o n owa l 
said at a programme held 
in Naharkatia in Dibrugarh 
district. Chaolung Siu-Ka-Pha 
founded the Ahom dynasty 
that ruled a kingdom that is 
present-day Assam for 600 
years. On the occasion, the 
chief  minister also presented 
the Siu-Ka-Pha Award 2017 

to eminent Tai scholar and 
researcher Bimal Barpatra 
Gohain. The award carries an 
‘angabastra’ (robe), a ‘xarai’ 
(serving tray), a citation and a 
cheque of Rs 2 lakh. Sonowal 
also directed the cultural affairs 
department and the tourism 
department to take steps 
for preservation of  historic 
monuments of Tipam, where 
the programme was held.

Shillong, Dec. 2 (IANS): The BJP on 
Saturday defended its move to poach 
legislators from the ruling “corrupt” 
Congress-led Meghalaya United 
Alliance government ahead of  the 
assembly elections.

The BJP also dismissed charges 
of  inducting leaders indulging in 
corruption, saying they were only 
facing the charges and had not been 
convicted yet.

“For us, election is a serious 
exercise, because it involves people’s 
aspiration. In Meghalaya the message is 
very clear.. development, development, 

development as by (Prime Minister 
Narendra) Modi at the Centre, the BJP 
government elsewhere, mayors and 
panchayat level. 

“Everyone who looks to see the 
Congress out, and believes in the 
agenda of ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas’, 
and wants to bring that agenda in 
Meghalaya, the only option before them 
is BJP,” party national spokesperson 
Nalin Kohli told journalists here.

The BJP, which is making all 
efforts to come to power in Meghalaya, 
has been accusing the Congress 
government headed by Chief Minister 

Mukul Sangma as the “most corrupt”.
Election to the 60-member state 

assembly are scheduled to be held in 
February-March 2018.  Asked why 
did the BJP induct former Congress 
leader in Assam Himanta Biswa Sarma 
despite corruption cases against him, 
Kohli said: “As an advocate, I say 
this with an understanding that the 
fundamental question in law is, you 
are innocent until proven guilty. You 
are proven guilty only on the basis of  
evidence and trials.. Therefore I will not 
hold guilt against anyone, unless there 
is a court order based on evidence.”

Dimapur, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
29 Assam Rifles of  28 
Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  IGAR (South) 
conducted a lecture on 
“lifestyle diseases” in the 
remote location on IMB 
at Joupi, Chandel District. 

A  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
ment ions  that  Comdt 
S a t i s h  Ku m a r,  C M O 
highlighted the vices of  
wrong lifestyle and its 
implication on health and 
life span. 

He also illustrated and 
advised the civilians about 
various measures to be 
adopted so as to ensure 
a healthy and happy life. 
He laid special emphasis 
on side effects of  alcohol 
dependency and ways to 
curb and curtail it. He 
elaborated benefits of  
Yoga on phycological and 
physical wellbeing. 

A total of  80 villagers 
f rom near  Joup i  and 
nearby were in attendance. 
The  popu lace  h igh ly 
appreciated this gesture. 
This  was  yet  another 
testimony to the adage 
“Friends of  Northeast”.
Medical camp
12 Assam Rifles of  26 
Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  IGAR (South) 
conducted free medical 
camp on Nov. 24 for the 
villagers of  Bongli and 
Tengnoupal District. 

A press release issued 
by the Inspector General 
Assam Rif les  (South) 
mentions that  a  team 
including a doctor and para 
medics of  12 Assam Rifles 
treated the patients. 

A total of  98 people is 
said to have been treated at 
the camp. 

Chairman of  the village 
expressed their heartfelt 
gratitude to 12 Assam 
Rifles for this initiative. 
Company commander of  
COB Sita interacted with 
the villagers and assured 
them all possible help 
on behalf  of  the security 
forces. 

The unit’s continuous 
efforts in increasing the 
bonhomie between the 
security forces and local 
populace has resulted in 
strengthening of  relations 
between the locals and the 
security force, stated the 
release.
Blood donation
5 JAK RIF of  9 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of  IGAR (South) 
conducted an awareness 
prog ramme on b lood 
d o n a t i o n  a t  J N I M S, 
Porompat on the occasion 
of  NCC day on Nov. 26. 
The camp was organised 
j o i n t ly  b y  t h e  A r my 
personnel and cadets of  14 
(M) Bn NCC who are said 
to be presently undergoing 
two weeks of training camp 
being organised at COB 
Nambol. 

The camp started with 
a brief  awareness speech 
about blood donation 
by Dr Surjit, Officer-in-
Charge,  B lood Bank, 
JNIMS followed by the 
blood donation. 

A tota l  o f  6  army 
personnel and 33 NCC 
cadets participated in the 
camp.

EM Images

A class XI student Thiyam Nandalal, resident of Nambol village in Bishnupur district, demonstrates the capabili es of Jon-17, a 55 cm robot, made 
from discarded toys, solar lamps stand, disposed horlicks bo le, syringes, IV pipes, etc. through a switch board or a remote a ached to him, at 
the hall of his Johnstone Higher Secondary School complex in Imphal on Saturday.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Manipur police dept. announces 
cash reward on absconding rapist

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 2 (EMN): Manipur police department 
has announced a cash reward of  Rs 1 lakh for 
information leading to the arrest of  the rape accused 
Kh Kashin alias Ashin alias Kasinba (50), a resident of  
Nungtek, Karvangmuang village part II in Manipur’s 
Noney district. He was accused of  raping a 14 year old 
girl from Viewland colony in Senapati District on Aug. 
1 this year and he has been absconding since then.  
Various civil society organisations urged the state 
authority to nab the accused within a month.

Heroin worth Rs 8 lakh seized, 
two arrested from Aizawl
Aizawl, Dec. 2 (PTI): Mizoram Excise and Narcotics 
department officials have seized 213 gram of  heroin 
and arrested two persons for possessing the contraband, 
a department spokesperson said today. The contraband 
worth around Rs 8 lakh in the local market is believed 
to have been smuggled from Myanmar.
The accused, residents of  Champhai district along 
the Mizoram-Myanmar border, were arrested 
from Thuampui locality here yesterday night, the 
spokesperson said. They were booked under various 
sections of  the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act, 1985.

G N L A  a r e a  c o m m a n d e r 
surrenders
Shillong, Dec. 2 (PTI): An area commander of  the 
outlawed Garo National Liberation Army (GNLA) 
today surrendered before the BSF in Meghalaya’s West 
Garo Hills district, BSF officials said. David Ch Marak, 
who was in charge of  West Khasi Hills district, also 
deposited a China-made sniper rifle and ammunition. 
He surrendered before the 58 Battalion Commandant 
N Ganguli during a simple ceremony at Tura. Hailing 
from Williamnagar in East Garo Hills district, Marak 
joined the outfit in 2015, they said. The BSF officials 
expressed hope that its skill development programmes 
at the border would help youths shun the path of  
violence. “Several pre-recruitment training programmes 
have been conducted to help unemployed youths at the 
border to compete successfully during recruitments,” 
Meghalaya BSF IG P K Dubey said.
Such events have started yielding results now, he said.

CIRCA to submit seven-point proposal to centre

HC asks govt. to submit rehab 
process of Amchang people

Myanmar journalists embark on northeast tour  

Militants ambush 

Six former ultras held over 

HSDC expels party members for violating party norm

BJP defends poaching MLAs from Congress ‘corrupt’ M’laya govt.

Technology out of Waste

awareness drive 



EXTRAORDINARY PLACE 
SINGULAR EXPERIENCE

INVITING
THE FOUR SISTERS GARDEN
TOLUVI VILLAGE, DIMAPUR 
With full security fencing:
 8 kms from Airport & 7 kms from Railway Station

CABS at your Doorstep on prior request hurry! 
CALL FOR DETAILING 8787370262 / 8575638585

A home that welcomes you, an extended invitation 
encouraging beyond its entry way into furnished room 
ranging from deluxe suite to dormitory and outdoor 
spaces, with common room in the middle of the �shery 
pond, Open air theater for small group.
Rejuvenation by nature, at Catchy a�ordable rate.
It draws you in. Insisting on relaxation and response 
while gently suggesting you be inspired, we cater quality 
customer service.

SPECIAL OFFERS WITH FREE BREAKFAST, PICKUP &
DROPPING AS COMPLIMENTARY 
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PHOM LEMPONG SCHOOL LONGLENG
POST VACANCY

1. One post of Maths Teacher for Secondary level with 
B.Sc/ M.Sc. Maths from a recognized University.

 2. One post of Science Teacher for Secondary level 
with B.Sc/ M.Sc. from a recognized University. 

INFORMATIONS :-
1. Candidates should register themselves for an 

interview through the following mobile Nos.: 
8729846503/ 9612821466.

2. Candidates should produce all original relevant 
documents during the interview. 

3. Interview Date: 12th December 2017 at Dimapur 
Phom Baptist Church, Burma Camp, Near New 
Dhansiri Bridge from 10:00 A.M. onwards. 

D-4881

Christian Institute of Health Sciences & Research
(Referral Hospital), 4th Mile, Dimapur.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: 03862 242555

Under a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding between
Government of Nagaland - Christian Medical College, Vellore - Emmanuel Hospital Association, New-Delhi

Christian Institute
of Health Sciences & Research
4th Mile, P.B.31, P.O. ARTC 
Dimapur, Nagaland - 797 115
www.cihsr.in

Christian Institute of Health Sciences & Research
                                      (Referral Hospital), 4th Mile, Dimapur.

ANNOUNCEMENT
FULL TIME UROLOGIST

DR HEMAN PRASAD –M.Ch. Urology from CMC Vellore
Specialist in Surgery of the kidney, kidney stones, urinary bladder, prostate 

and Dr. Jewel John Ponvelil
Specialist in Intensive care in Pediatrics (children)

VACANCIES
1. General Surgeon- M.S General Surgery or M.S Rural Surgery.
2. Physician - M.D General Medicine
3. Radiologist - Diploma in Medical Radio Diagnosis or M. D. Radiology
4. Nephrologist - D. M Nephrology
5. Orthopedician - Diploma in Orthopedics or M.S Orthopedics

Candidates should submit the prescribed application form along with their supporting documents before 20th December 
2017.Application form can be downloaded from our website-www.cihsr.in or collect from the HR Department.
And address it to 
The HR Department,
Christian Institute of Health Sciences and Research, 
4th Mile, Dimapur-797112
Or
e-mail to:hrd.cihsr@gmail.com, Contact Number: 03862-242555 (Extn no. 2213/2209).

               1st December 2017
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Candidates should submit the prescribed application form along with their supporting documents 
before 20th December 2017.Application form can be downloaded from our website-www.cihsr.in 
or collect from the HR Department.
And address it to 
The HR Department,
Christian Institute of Health Sciences and Research, 
4th Mile, Dimapur-797112
Or
e-mail to:hrd.cihsr@gmail.com, Contact Number: 03862-242555 (Extn no. 2213/2209).

 DP-250

INFORMATION

OFFICE OF THE
WOZHURO RANGE PUBLIC ORGANIZATION

WOKHA: NAGALAND

The Wozhuro Range public Organization had a joint executive meeting on the 28th 2017 at Wozhuro 
and re-affirmed to support the NBCC campaign for ‘Clean Election’ and resolved the following:-

  Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
 E. YANRENTHUNG PATTON S. PISAMO OVUNG SHENDEMO KHUVUNG
 Chairman, WRPO Secretary, WRPO Joint Secretary, WRPO

1. Setting up of Youth Camps for the purpose of election shall be strictly banned.
2. Use of force/ threat/ intimidation for the purpose of gaining votes shall not be allowed.
3. Use of bribe either in cash or in kind shall not be allowed. 
4. Use or supply of liquor and any type of intoxicants during election shall be strictly prohibited. For 

this purpose the WRPO authorize the following organizations for strict implementation:
A). Wozhuro Range Eloe Hoho
B). Youth Organizations under WRPO
C). Wozhuro Range Students’ Union
D). All village Councils under Wozhuro
E). Instead of house wise campaign, village wise platform for campaigning shall be encouraged.
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 AFFIDAVITRegd.No: 8372/17 Date: 22/11/2017

(Declaration of Name)

I, Shri. Badan Ram son of Balkishun Ram, aged about 59 years, permanent resident 
of Gujar-par Village, Dist Azam Garh, Utter Pradesh and a present resident of 3 (NH) Bn 
Assam Rifles, Kohima, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as follows:-

That the statements from para 1-8 are true to the best of my knowledge and nothing 
false has been stated. And I sign this affidavit before the competent authority at 
Kohima District, Nagaland on this the 22nd day of November 2017.

Deponent
Magistrate/Notary Public

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That I am the natural and biological father of Mahesh Ram, Pravesh Ram and 

Samar Jeet.
3. That the correct and official names of my sons are Mahesh Ram, Pravesh Ram and 

Samar Jeet.
4. That however in my Service Records my son Mahesh Ram’ name has been 

inadvertently entered/recorded as Mahesh Prasad, my son Pravesh Ram’s name 
has been inadvertently entered/recorded as Pravesh Prasad and my son Samar 
Jeet’s name has been inadvertently entered/recorded as Sarvajeet Prasad.

5. That in my Service Records my son Mahesh Ram’ Date of Birth has been 
inadvertently entered/recorded as 17/3/1971 instead of 28/06/1972, my son 
Pravesh Ram’s Date of Birth has been inadvertently entered/recorded as 
16/09/1977 instead of 01/07/1982 my son Samar Jeet’s Date of Birth has been 
inadvertently entered/recorded as 09/03/1981 instead of 15/08/1988.

6. That I am the legal and lawfully wedded husband of Smti. Shanti Devi.
7. That in my service records my Wife Smti. Shanti Devi’s Date of Birth has been 

inadvertently entered/recorded as 17/07/1960 instead of 04/05/1960.
8. That this affidavit shall also be used as a piece of evidence of the fact and proof as 

mentioned above and also to be use for any rectification if arises in future.

K-1474

K-1475

TENDER NOTICE NO. : CON/
DMV/NOV/2017/01

DATED : 28-11-2017
Sealed Open tenders are invited

from experienced and reputed
contractor(s) / fi rm(s) for the
following works:

TENDER NO. : Dy. CE-CON-DMV-
-1-2017-18-02

Name of work : Providing &
manning by private staff for
watching & Guarding Railway
property & Caretaker/cooking for
catering etc. maintenance of garden
at Officers Rest House at Kohima
in connection with Dimapur-
Kohimna new BG Railway l ine
Project for 2 years.; Approximate
value : ` .26,48,100/-; Earnest
money : `.52,970/-; Completion
period : 24 (Twenty Four) months;
Cost of Tender paper : `. 3,000/-

Information for the above
mentioned tender:

Tender Document will be available
on www.ireps.gov.in Up to 14.30
hrs. of 29-12-2017.

Last Date & Time of submission
of tenders : Up to 14.30 hrs.  of
29-12-2017
Date & time of opening of tender :
29-12-2017 at 15.30 hrs. at office
of GM/CON/NF Rilway, Maligaon.

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
(Construction Organisation)

Dy. CE/CON/DMV-I
N.F. Railway, Dimapur

Serving Customers With A Smile

EASTERN MIRROR is one of the leading English regional daily newspapers 
from Nagaland based in Dimapur along with a functional bureau at Kohima. We are 
currently on a ramping up to make our presence felt not only in the state but also in the 
neighbouring states and the global online community.

We are looking for persons with high levels of enthusiasm and talented and tenacious 
in sourcing information who will work as reporters. 

We are also on the looking for individuals with high accuracy in English language and 
trainable to be our sub-editors. 

Selected personnel will be trained and mentored for the �rst 6 months. Applicants 
with the right attitude, who are able to work under pressure, balance work and life with 
minimum social obligations,  and has above average general knowledge with a zeal to 
build a career in journalism can avail this opportunity. 
JOB PROFILE :  Reporters
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from a recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors and Spreadsheets with good typing speed
OPTIONAL :  Able to ride two-wheelers is an advantage.
EXPERIENCE : Preferably fresher

JOB PROFILE :  Sub-editors
ELIGIBILITY :   Any degree from recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors, Spreadsheets, InDesign and  photo editors.
TYPING SKILLS : Minimum 30 wpm
LANGUAGE SKILLS :  Minimum 85% accuracy in English.
EXPERIENCE :  At least 2 years experience, Individuals with experience in the   
  corporate sector with disciplined work culture will be preferred. 

There will be a series of tests and interviews before the �nal selection is made. 
Interested candidates can mail your resume to hr@easternmirrornagaland.com

OPPORTUNITY
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Sao Chang Government College seen during the raaly, organised in commemoration of World AIDS Day.                PDLSA with participants after the programme.

Sao Chang College: The National Service 
Scheme and Red Ribbon club unit of Sao 
Chang Government College, Tuensang 
jointly organised “street play and rally” on 
the World AIDS Day at Tuensang town on 
Dec. 1 under the theme “stigma and dis-
crimination against HIV/AIDS victims”.

The street play was displayed based 
on social discrimination against people 
living with HIV/AIDS by volunteers of  
NSS & RRC at Clock tower, GHSS junc-
tion and St. John HSS junction. Along 
with the act, the student volunteers also 
carried out rally holding placards from 
Clock Tower to St. John HSS junction 
to create awareness among the general 
public to care for the HIV/AIDS infected 
people and stopped discrimination against 
them in any form. The messages of  the 
rally included “Nobody wishes to get in-
fected by HIV/AIDS,” “People who have 
been infected did not get infected at their 
wishes but through various unaware acts 
or situations,” “They can live a normal life 
if  proper care and affection is provided to 
them because all human being have the 
right to live on earth.”

Joining the rest of the world, Zunheboto 
observed World AIDS Day at SKK Jubilee 
Hall, Zunheboto on Dec. 1 the programme 
was organised by DACPU in collaboration 
with ZDLSA, NZP+, 5th AR and other 
HIV & AIDS centres under the theme “My 
Health My Right”.

RMO, 5th Assam Rifles, Captain Dr. 
Abhishek Sharma, the guest speaker, spoke 
on the prevention, transmission and treat-
ment of  HIV/AIDS. He also stressed on 
the need to take proactive role by creating 
awareness among families, friends and 
neighbours. 

DPO, DACPU, Atokali Assumi spoke 
on the significance of the day. She informed 
that 20 people were detected with HIV posi-
tive from April 2017- October 2017 and 27 
were registered at ARTC from March 2017- 
November 2017 under Zunheboto district.  

Hutoi Chophy spoke on theme. Short 
speech was also delivered by district and 
session judge, Niechochiyi Suyie. 

DLSAs: As part of  the World Aids Day, 
Dimapur District Legal Services Authority 
visited Bethesda Recovery Home Dimapur 
on Friday.

Santo Longchar, Panel Lawyer shared 
about the awareness about the awareness on 
their legal rights. Panel Lawyer Rokovistu 
Khate highlighted about the legal services 
authority and its functions. 

In Wokha, the programme was organ-
ised by the District AIDS Prevention and 
Control Unit (DAPCU) Wokha in collabo-
ration with Wokha District Legal Services 
Authority (WDLSA) with the theme “Right 
to Health” at town hall Wokha. DC Wokha 
Dr. ManazirJeelani was the chief guest.

District HIV/AIDS scenario was pre-
sented by Lichumo Odyuo, DPO DAPCU, 
positive sharing by Abeni Lotha, WNP+ 
while panel lawyer Meribemo Lotha spoke 
on theme and retainer lawyer Gracy Ezung 
shared activities of the DLSA.

Longleng District Legal Services Au-
thority (LDLSA) also observed World 
AIDS Day at the office of the LDLSA. 

Around 30 drugs user attended the 
programme. Mane Phom, retainer lawyer 
LDLSA spoke on the ill effects of drugs and 
shared words of encouragement. The drug 
user also shared their testimonies. They also 
shared their views on organizing more pro-
grammes with the LDLSA in the future. 

In Mokokchung, the District Legal 
Services Authority observed World Aids 
Day at NMP+ office.  

Panel lawyer, Maongtula highlighted 
the NALSA schemes and panel lawyer, 
Tajungla Longkumer shared on legal aid 
and basic rights. 

In commemoration of  World AIDS 
Da, Phek District Legal Services Authority 
conducted legal awareness programme at 
Chepoketa village on Dec. 1.

Chairman PDLSA Longshithung 
Ezung, spoke on legal services activities; 
Vecto Sema, secretary Kohima District 
Legal Services Authority spoke on NALSA 
scheme; Samuel, APP spoke on gender 
equality; Mamang Singson, retainer lawyer 
spoke on welfare scheme. 

Dimapur, Dec. 02 (EMN): 
Road safety awareness pro-
gramme under the theme 
‘Time for Action’ was held 
on Dec. 2 at District Execu-
tive Hall, Mon.

EAC Mon Yanithung 
Ngullie, (NCS), speaking 
as the chief  guest called 
upon all to drive carefully 
without risking the life of  
others. Most of  the acci-
dent is happening because 
of  not following traffic 
rules and due to ignorance 
of  traffic rules by the driv-
ers, therefore, he said road 
safety awareness is very 
important for all the stake-
holders.

Senior Motor Vehicle 
inspector, Arenbo, in his 

keynote address mentioned 
that strict enforcement, 
good engineering, educa-
tion and efficient care serv-
ice are essential for road 
safety enhancement. He 
also informed that studies 
show that road accidents 
can be predicted and pre-
vented if  proper traffic rules 
are followed by the drivers 
and good maintenance of  
vehicles by the owners. 
Education and enforce-
ment should not only the 
responsibility of  the gov-
ernment alone but NGOs, 
civil societies, village coun-
cil and even the churches 
involvement is also neces-
sary, said Arenbo.

He also said stakehold-

ers should also support 
road safety campaigns and 
initiative and ensure safety 
of  all road users and help 
save lives that could be 
yours and mine.

Officer in- charge po-
lice station, Mon, Posehu 
Kezo, spoke on road safety 
awareness & traffic rules. 
Vice-president Konyak Un-
ion and president Drivers 
Union Mon also delivered 
short speeches. 

The Road Safety aware-
ness is an initiative of  Road 
Transport & Highways and 
Association of  State Road 
Transport Undertaking 
and the programme is or-
ganised by Motor Vehicles 
department. 

More reports on observation of World AIDS Day

Mon citizens sensitised on road safety 



6
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, December 3, 2017

DAILY
PATH

We wait for God’s promises, believing they will come true.

“How much longer until it’s Christmas?” When my children were little, they asked this question repeat-
edly. Although we used a daily Advent calendar to count down the days to Christmas, they still found the 
waiting excruciating.
We can easily recognize a child’s struggle with waiting, but we might underestimate the challenge it can 

involve for all of God’s people. Consider, for instance, those who received the message of the prophet Micah, 
who promised that out of Bethlehem would come a “ruler over Israel” (5:2) who would “stand and shepherd 

born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1) —after the people had waited some 700 years. But some of the prophecy’s 

our long wait will be over.

His return.
We wait, Father God, and we hope. We wait, dear Jesus, as we long for peace to break out.  

We wait, comforting Spirit, for all the world to experience Your love.

Waiting
BIBLE READ:  MICAH 5:2–4  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Bethlehem . . . out of you will come for me 
one who will be ruler over Israel.    

~ Micah 5:2

Yes! Practice praying a spir-
itual prayer.

A spiritual prayer is based 
upon biblical passages which focus 
on our bodies, souls, and human 
spirits. We are three-part creatures.

"May God himself, the God of  
peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of  our Lord Jesus” (1 
Thessalonians 5:23). 

“For the word of  God is alive 
and active. Sharper than any dou-
ble-edged sword, it penetrates even 
to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow (body) it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of  the heart” 
(Hebrews 4:12).

Regarding our bodies, we are all 
concerned about praying for healthy 
bodies, for others as well as for our-
selves. 

Some prayers originate in our 
souls. Our soul is the essence of  
who we are. We feel, think and 
make choices in our souls. In our 
souls we pray for people and things. 
Praying through a “prayer list” is an 
example of  prayers that originate in 
our souls.

Most of  us are not so familiar 
with praying in our inner-human 

spirit. At the moment of  our conver-
sion, God the Holy Spirit takes up 
residence in our human spirit. The 
human spirit is where we commune 
with God and experience true wor-
ship. Our human spirit prompts us 
to pray in our souls for things that 
are not on our “prayer list.”

1. A spiritual prayer begins  
with praise.
Praise occurs when we tell God and 
others how impressed we are with 
God’s majestic character. Praise 
means focusing upon his love, com-
passion, mercy, righteousness, pu-
rity and holiness.

Praise also occurs when we call 
to mind the demonstrations of  his 
awesome power. He stood on the 
edge of  nothingness and spoke the 
universe into existence! He turned 
the Nile into blood, split the Red 
Sea, and resurrected Jesus from the 
dead.

Finally, praise occurs when we 
thank God for both his character 
and power.

As we praise him for his marve-
lous character and awesome power, 
our faith is stimulated. We are en-
couraged that he is able to handle, 
in a loving way, any difficulty that 
comes our way.

2. We quiet our souls.

We refuse to let our minds run away 
in multiple, uncontrolled directions.

“We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself  up 
against the knowledge of  God, and 
we take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor-
inthians 10:5).

Fortunately, we have complete 
control as to whether we want to 
quiet down our souls or not. David 
wrote:

“My heart is not proud, Lord, 
my eyes are not haughty; I do not 
concern myself  with great matters 
or things too wonderful for me. But 
I have calmed and quieted myself, 
like a child quieted and its mother’s 
breast; like a child that is quieted is 
my soul” (Psalm 131:1-3 RSV).
3. We enter into a time of 
mindful meditation.
Meditation means that we quiet 
everything down as we prepare our-
selves to enter the throne room of  
Heaven.

As we seek to pray spiritual 
prayers, we focus cut on biblical and 
godly themes.

For example, imagine Psalm 23, 
Jesus is your Shepherd. Imagine 
what he may look like. Do you pic-
ture him in a brown robe with long 
chestnut colored hair? He’s wearing 
sandals. You look up into his eyes 

as he looks down into yours. He’s 
smiling. Can you sense his love 
and compassion? Are you sensing 
his mercy and care? Imagine him 
putting his arms around you as he 
tells you how much he cares for you.

Are you anxious? Meditate for 
awhile on 1 Peter 5:7: “Cast your 
anxieties on him because he cares 
for you.”

Consider putting yourself  in a 
Bible story. I often imagine that I am 
the last Israelite in line hurrying to 
get across the Red Sea before being 
caught by the thundering Egyptian 
army. I make it just in time as the 
waters close. What a sense of  relief!

4. We’re ready now to transition 
from soul to spirit.
Don’t be in a hurry here. We did 
most of  the talking when we prayed 
in our souls. Now, it’s time for us to 
be quiet while God does the talking.

“Guard your steps when you go 
to the house of  God. Go near to lis-
ten rather than to offer the sacrifice 
of  fools, who do not know that they 
do wrong. Do not be quick with your 
mouth, do not be hasty in your heart 
to utter anything before God. God 
is in heaven and you are on earth, 
so let your words be few. A dream 
comes when there are many cares, 
and many words mark the speech of  
a fool” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-3).

Here we listen for the prompt-
ings and guidance of  the Holy 
Spirit. He may give us answers to 
questions. He may give us a better 
understanding of  his will, or his 
plans for our lives. He may tell us 
about people and things who/which 
need our prayers that we would miss 
if  we only focused on praying in our 
souls.

While we’re praying in the spir-
it, it’s a good idea to spend some 
time in worship. Jesus said, “God 
is looking for worshipers who will 
worship him in spirit and in truths” 
(John 4). 

Well Brooke, thanks for asking 
this question. I hope that my answer 
will bless your heart, and the hearts 
of  many others.

With much deliberation The Rü-
zazho Village Council is here-
by giving this rejoinder to you, 
K. Puro, for your continued 

insult and questioning the integrity of  our 
citizens and history with your episode on the 
absence of  INA & Bose to the Naga Hills.

We want you to understand our stand 
very loud and clear on your whole drama 
of  the so called historical claims of  INA & 
Bose absence in Naga soil only after hearing 
the proposal of  making Rüzazho Village as 
the National Heritage Village. We kept silent 
for these many months not because you have 
stronger evidence than us, but because of  our 
respect to the respectable chair you hold once 
representing our community as the Former 
Chairman of  NPSC. We also thought that 
you would in time realize and be fair on your 
part as a respectable person in our commu-
nity, but since you kept on with your episode 
as though writing for the welfare of  the soci-
ety directly undermining our history and the 
integrity of  our citizens, it is not right on our 
part to keep silent anymore, not because it 
makes us appear guilty but more importantly, 
the public need to know the facts and motives 
behind your write up in trying to sabotage the 
development that is coming to our area and 
especially Rüzazho village.

We want to make it very clear here, 
Probably our whole village collectively does 
not match your wealth and riches, but that 
doesn't give you the right to continually bull-
doze us and insult the integrity of  our vil-
lage. You may not know about the coming 
of  INA in our region and to our village be-
cause you weren’t even born then, and un-
less you are some kind of  omniscient that 
knows everything even before time. But just 
because you have not seen and know from 
your selected few books written in favor of  
the victors perspectives, it doesn't give you a 
better stand to brush aside all those hundreds 
of  people who have seen, worked including 
porters and gave their paddy, animals, veg-
etable etc. to the INA & Bose.

We have evaluated your write ups and all 
those whom you seems to be strongly sup-
porting and discussed the matter thoroughly 
before deciding to come with this write up in 
public space. It became very clear to us and 
probably to all the readers, your ulterior mo-
tives and your jealousy towards developing 
our area and especially our village, probably, 
fearing that we may also become at par with 
other regions. As you continued to hurled 
insult and defame our village integrity in 
public space we are giving this rejoinder in 
public space for the readers to know your ul-
terior motives behind your write ups on the 
so called episode of  Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose as though you have concern for the 
society. These are few proofs, which shows 
that you are writing not for the benefit and 
concern of  the society, but purely out of  Jeal-
ousy and political vendetta presenting your-
self  as though you are the savior:

1. You did not write or say anything 
when the book on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was published in 2005, which contains 
the whole information on INA and Bose ar-
rival at Rüzazho and Cesezu, if  at all you 
find anything questionable what were you 
doing all these 12 years with your so called 
evidences and claims and seems to just woke 
up when the government is about to declare 
our village a National Heritage village? The 
real concern is to sabotage our village devel-
opment, which could benefit the whole re-
gion, isn’t it? 

2. You did not have any problem or say 
anything when Tourism department devel-
oped Netaji peak, a 5 crore project at Ce-
sezu, which was also published in Govt. of  
Nagaland HRD book.

3. The episode started just two days be-
fore the National Seminar was to be held at 
Rüzazho Village sponsored by Indian His-
torical Research Center, at the right time 
probably thinking that you could just cut our 
history into pieces. It is very clear on what 
could be the reason behind, if  not to hinder 
the uplifting our society. Why is that which 

makes you envy us so much? We have not in 
any point of  time done any wrong to you! 
Have we done anything that deserves you to 
insult our integrity?

4. You even went beyond the limit by 
insulting our local scholars and writers as, 
“amateur Scholars who lack scientific re-
search methodology and adequate level of  
objectivity”, what for? Trying to show your 
elitist mindset in order to rule over us? Or 
keep us below poverty forever? With what 
right are you insulting and judging the works 
of  others?

5. When the Honourable Governor said, 
the National Heritage will not only benefit 
Rüzazho Village but the whole Chozuba 
range, you became even more envious and 
seemed to be instigating other writers to 
question our history and integrity. This is 
very clear from your defense as one of  our 
bonafide members gave the rejoinder on 
24th Oct 2017; you quickly came up with a 
write up on 26 October 2017 probably feel-
ing guilty of  pushing someone into the fire 
at the wrong time.

6. A former lecture of  Political Science 
and a one time NPSC Chairman cannot be 
so ignorant to support and sided with some-
one who intentionally insulted us not only 
once but twice in various newspapers (dated 
22nd September 2017 and again on 17th Oc-
tober 2017 even after reminding about the 
mistake and misspelled names) by renam-
ing our village as RUZAZO, or insulting our 
most respected leaders like VAMUZO the 
first Chief  Minister of  Nagaland among the 
Chakhesang Tribe by re-naming as Vamvü-
zo, or Rev. Sulüho the first converted Chris-
tian among the Chakhesang tribe as Rev. 
Sülehu, Pudenü one of  our most respected 
former minister NLA as Pudenyü, Rev. Du-
poru as Rev. Dopor etc. and still having the 
guts to support and approved of  such write 
up clearly shows your insensitivity towards 
our area and our people showing the kind of  
your color which is beyond human under-
standing and cannot be accepted.

7. That many Renowned Scholars and 
historians from our Country came to our 
village during the National seminar funded 
by Indian historical Research center in the 
presence of  the two States Governors and 
recognized our village as INA Administra-
tive Village incognito, and to be declared as 
a National Heritage Village. Yet you contin-
ued to write against it, not because you have 
better and stronger evidence than us but just 
to disturb the whole process of  development 
as if  our area should not be developed! 

8. You continued to insult even histori-
ans and local scholars as amateur scholars 
and continued to claim the absence of  Bose 
& INA in Naga Soil. In fact, reading through 
your write-ups and the inconsistency of  your 
claims, we wonder what good are you trying 
to present? To prove yourself  wrong or?  in 
your own episode like article published on 
22nd April 2017 (NP) you claim complete 
absence of  INA in Naga soil yet in your sec-
ond publication dated 19th May 2017 and 
following publications, you wrote the pres-
ence of  INA at Kohima which unless you 
consider it to be foreign land it is still very 
much Nagaland. We have not seen any cita-
tion in your write-ups, so either you are just 
cooking some stories and writing your own 
imagination or a pure case of  plagiarism. 

The point is, it is very clear that you are 
not writing anything for the purpose of  the 
society as you would even go to the extend 
of  saying, to save the Naga Society from 
being shamed!. However as you mentioned 
in your last write if  anyone could show you 
evidence you could reconsider your position, 
if  you still have slightest doubt come to our 
village and talked to the living witness and 
learn from them. Otherwise, you present 
your evidence showing where it is written 
that INA & Bose had never set foot in Naga 
Soil against our many proofs, because you 
seemed to be immune to not accepting other 
side of  history if  not from the victor’s point 
of  view.

You also need to be reminded that, at 

present the whole history that were under-
mined and suppressed by the previous gov-
ernment are starting to evolve because his-
tory cannot be history with only one side of  
the story. Moreover, you have crossed the 
limit to interfere into our history and the in-
tegrity of  the witnesses who have high moral 
and with no questionable integrity issue at 
any point of  time in the Society. We also 
want to know what gives you an idea that 
your knowledge and views are superior that 
other scholars and writers are substandard? 
You should not try the patience of  a village, 
or probably you are on the opinion that you 
can repay us back what we have given to 
INA? We want you to reconsider your stand 
by keeping in mind that we have given our 
best youths in carrying their war loads, pad-
dy, domesticated animals, vegetables during 
their stay in our village, for weeks without 
going to the field serving them, so what we 
are actually asking from the Government is 
our right and wages.

What right do you have to question our 
history? If  you have so much doubt come 
to our village and learn history from living 
witnesses first hand. Otherwise we the Rü-
zazhomi Village will not tolerate your insult 
towards us on the pretext of  your concern for 
the society, sitting comfortable in your cozy 
house without ascertaining any facts and just 
defaming the integrity of  our citizens. After 
much deliberation, we are making this public 
rejoinder to duly inform you to refrain from 
writing anything in this regard that the integ-
rity of  our community and distort our history 
further while we are still keeping our cool.

Rüzazho Village Council
Jolelhu  Veswuh,VCC;               

Yopru  Sapuh, Head  GB;                
Cekrolhu  Swuro, GB;               

Bituyi  Veswuh, GB;
Pulhuyi  Swuro, GB;
Nesupru  Shijoh, GB;                
Sanepra  Swuro, GB;           

Thukusayi  Veswuh, GB       

How to Make Your Prayers Reach a New Level of Spirituality

Rejoinder to K. Puro on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose & INA in Naga Hills

Educational institutions throughout our coun-
try now pass through a critical phase in their 
journey of  educating children. Ripples of  con-
flicts between teachers and students occupying 

headlines in the media become more frequent than ever 
and many people get confused to understand the facts 
behind the conflicts. The teachers’ community pleads 
helplessness while the public criticize the teachers for 
the untoward incidents.

Recently the news of  group suicide of  four ado-
lescent girls of  a school in Tamilnadu shattered the 
minds of  many educationists in our country and it 
was revealed during the investigation that many stu-
dents from that school have suicidal tendencies. As 
expected, police have arrested a teacher and the head 
of  the institution on charges of  abetting suicide and 
the case is closed without going in to the roots of  the 
issues. We mostly tends to give temporary relieves to 
diseases without treating the cause of  the disease and 
the same thing happens in this case as well. I have 
been coming across demoralizing messages circulated 
among teachers’ community after few such incidents 
and I am afraid that this may lead to far reaching con-
sequences. In fact this issue is a multidimensional one 
that needs to be analyzed in depth by all stake holders 
of  school education.

Today we live in a society where majority of  its 
members no more consider moral values as an essential 
factor to lead a successful life. The nuclear families we 
have today do not practically teach our children about 
the concepts of  sharing and tolerance. Excessive caring 
parents immediately satisfy even the unnecessary needs 
of  the children and they seldom get opportunities to 
learn that disappointments are essential parts of  practi-
cal life. Many parents even substitute money for love 
and parental care. Children are exposed to too much of  
unregulated media and more shockingly many of  the 
parents never know that most of  the online games their 
children play in mobiles and computers gradually instill 
sense of  violence in the minds of  the young children. 
Above all many parents neglect their primary duties of  
parenting and even they do not have time to listen to 
their children.                      

Handling today’s techno savvy children is not an 
easy task. Attitudes of  everyone in the society have 
changed and children too are not exempted. Unfor-
tunately majority of  our teachers are not equipped to 
deal with students in the present scenario. They tend 
to practice the same ways and means with which they 
were treated by their teachers. I was subjected to corpo-
ral punishment many a times during my student life at 
school but till today I remember all my teachers with 

love and gratitude only. But, now I cannot justify im-
posing corporal punishment on students because time 
has changed everything. Let us not forget that on those 
days’ parents and elders were imposing corporal pun-
ishment at home and we accepted the same as normal 
practice at school. But, today’s economically oriented 
nuclear families have changed the entire concept of  life.  
So, equipping teachers with modern techniques to face 
the challenges of  today’s teaching career is very much 
essential at this juncture.

To be honest most of  today’s teachers are in a piti-
ful situation. Everyone needs results; the corporate 
private school managements need results to multiply 
their admissions and admission fee, the Govt. sector 
need results to prove that their officers discharge their 
duties sincerely and almost every parent wants their 
sons and daughters to become doctors and techno-
crats.  It is completely forgotten that Education is a 
journey and not a race. Here most of  the students are 
forced to run in the race blindfolded, without taking 
their interest and attitudes in to consideration. Ulti-
mately, the teachers are made to behave like animal 
trainers. 

Few months back I attended a 3 days training pro-
gramme on Prevention of  Child Abuse organized by 
the National Institute of  Public Cooperation and Child 

Development, Guwahati and also a 3 days National 
Conference on Education organized by the Don Bosco 
Institute , Guwahti. I had the privilege of  learning lot 
of  new aspects of  teaching learning from few of  the 
finest brains in the industry and both the programmes 
made me to realize that majority of  us (Teachers and 
Head of  Institutions) are poorly equipped to handle 
the challenges face by today’s Education sector. Most 
of  the conflicts between teachers and students arise 
in schools because teachers are not trained in Positive 
Discipline techniques and they tend to employ the out 
dated correction techniques. Moreover, educating par-
ents about their duties and responsibilities also now 
becomes the responsibility of  schools and we have 
completely neglected this aspect. I intensely feel that 
both the Private sector and the Govt. sector should im-
mediately initiate steps to train all the Teachers and 
Head of  Institutions on the latest trends and strategies 
in dealing with students before the commencement of  
the new academic sessions. Expenditures made in these 
training programmes are investments made on the fu-
ture of  our country and I hope school managements 
would not hesitate to empower their teachers without 
further delay.

Nellayappan B, Principal
bnellayappan@gmail.com   

Time to Educate the Educators

Dr. Roger Barrier | Crosswalk
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Rajendra Shende | IANS

Yvonne Rowa | The Conversation

Saket Suman | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There’s intensity 
in your relationships now, and you may feel 
like every situation is life-or-death. Calm those 
voices in your head. Meditate, take a yoga 

class, and breathe deeply. Know that nothing is really as 
dramatic as it seems. This, too, will pass. In a few days 
you’ll be able to laugh your worries away.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may feel 
weighed down by the emotional pall hang-
ing over everything. Don’t let this feeling 
overwhelm you, although at times this may 

be impossible. A good friend could call on you for help 
and emotional support. Don’t end up turning the focus 
around and talking only about your experiences. Loyalty 
and compassion are keys for today.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Whatever you 
do, infuse it with passion. You tend to overana-
lyze things when you should follow your intu-
ition. You know in your heart which way to pro-

ceed and how to treat the people around you. Don’t try 
to force the situation or manipulate it into something it 
isn’t. This is a wonderful day. You have a chance to share 
yourself  with others. Receive the love and understanding 
you deserve.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Dive deep. 
This isn’t a day to stay in shallow waters. This 
is a day to go beyond your normal limits. Al-
though there may be a great emotional charge 

accompanying everything you do, let this be the excitement 
that fuels your passion and not the reason to stop. Getting 
started may be tough, and you may want to spend the day 
in bed. Once you get going, it may be hard to slow down.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may think only 
advanced surfers can handle the big waves. But 
how are you going to improve your ability if  
you don’t test your limits? This is your day. 

Take control and push beyond your boundaries. You’ll 
find validation. This is one of  your fantastic “up” times 
when you’re glowing with passionate radiance that show-
ers light on the rest of  the world.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Finding solutions 
won’t be hard, thanks to your detective side to-
day. You may feel like the real truth lies below 
the surface. At times you’re tempted to skip 

along the top of  things without really considering what’s 
going on below. Today it’s a completely different story. 
Turbulent feelings and intense emotions from the depths 
of  your soul are the hot topics of  concern.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If  something is 
good, it’s likely to feel like utopia. If  something 
is bad, it’s like the end of  the world. There’s 
no middle ground. This is a day of  emotional 

extremes. You feel like you’re giving it all or nothing. This 
is a climactic time for you. Work with the energy at hand 
rather than try to resist it. Tap into your emotions and use 
them to your advantage.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Move away 
from the problems instead of stepping into them. 
You may not be able to see the potholes, so con-
sider taking another road. Don’t waste time fall-

ing into a hole you can avoid. It may be difficult to deal with 
your emotions because your usual way of dealing with such 
intensity is to push it away, ignore it, and operate on a ce-

rebral level. This attitude won’t serve you today.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This 
is a terrific day in which you’ll be able to cut 
through the falsehoods and get to the essence of  

the issue. Don’t waste your time on superficial conversa-
tions and situations. Your energy is too valuable to spend 
on those who can’t see the deeper meaning. Meditation, 
intense conversation, and passionate love are in store to-
day. Embrace the sensual, sensitive being within.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There’s 
a terrific intensity to today that may have you 
running for cover. You may be tempted to say 
your peace and run for the hills. Your self-con-

fidence may not be at its strongest, and you may feel as if  
other people are looking to find fault with you. Remember 
that you’re living this life for you and not for someone else. 
You make your own rules and set your own standards.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There’s a 
terrific, warm, and nurturing quality to the 
day. The people around you are validating 
your inner and outer aspects. Emotions could 

get intense, but your grounded perspective helps you see 
through the situation. Spend time cooking up a great 
meal for those you love. If  you don’t feel like cooking, 
splurge on a good meal at your favorite restaurant.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may be un-
comfortable with the emotional intensity that’s 
likely to seep into every part of  your day. You 
may wonder what the big deal is and why peo-

ple are so hopped up over nothing. Perhaps this is your 
cue to take things more seriously and act with more sen-
sitivity. Your detachment can be an asset, but it could be 
your biggest enemy on a day like this.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

If Not Now Then When? Living the Great Indian Dream 

Raise a Toast, Trump is All For This Climate Treaty

After Mugabe: Why the Role of Zimbabwe’s Army Can’t be Trusted

There’s talk that the country has lost 
track and is headed in a direction 
not envisaged by those who fought 
for our independence from colonial 

rule. Those growing up today are faced with 
the unnerving challenge to thrive against all 
future obstacles -- increasing population, de-
creasing jobs and unmatched inflation -- that, 
they are told, awaits them. Yet we are doing 
fine.

In fact, we are doing pretty well. Our 
health sector no doubt needs a lot more at-
tention, but has undoubtedly come a long 
way when you look at the spread of  hospitals 
across the country over the past two decades. 
Miserable as they may be, but government 
schools and colleges are thriving. There are 
world-class private universities and even for 
those who cannot afford their exorbitant fees, 
it had never been as easy as it is today to pro-
cure education loans. And most importantly, 
the gap between the village and the metros, 
as also the tier II and III cities, has decreased 

tremendously.
Even before we could realise it, rural India 

has been connected to the rest of  the country 
in ways that were simply unthinkable in the 
past. Today, moving out in search of  employ-
ment or education is easily accepted in homes 
as well as society.

Picture this: I was born in the last decade 
of  the 20th century in a rather privileged fam-
ily of  landlords in Bihar. I spent most of  my 
childhood in a reputed boarding school in 
Darjeeling, but the first journey from the vil-
lage to the hill station was not easy. Relatives, 
neighbours and family friends expressed their 
anxiety, pointing out quite arbitrarily that it 
would be a worthless exercise. Few from the 
village had gone out, for schooling of  all 
things, at such an early age. Today, education 
of  children is both a priority and a norm.

Then, there was the matter of  changing 
two buses, boarding an overnight train and 
then taking a taxi to reach Darjeeling. Today, 
it is much easier -- one straight train to New 
Jalpaiguri and then a two-hour drive to Dar-
jeeling. 

By the time I moved to Delhi for my col-
lege, the process had become much simpler. 
There were not many questions raised about 
my decision to move to the capital. If  there 
was a question, it was only about the choice of  
subject -- journalism. Civil services and gov-
ernment jobs were what dominated the minds 
of  people back then. This too has changed, 
much to the relief  of  those growing up today. 
What were previously looked down upon as 
alternative career options are the dreams of  
youngsters as well as their guardians now.

Thus, we see thousands of  students from 
all parts of  the country graduating in various 
disciplines from leading universities every 
year. Where do they go? No matter what you 
have been told, there is such an upsurge in op-
portunities today that almost each of  them 
secures a job. And they are doing fine.

True, it is leading to unplanned migra-
tion at an alarming rate, but then new cities 
are fast turning into hotspots for job-seekers 
too. Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Pune and Chan-
digarh are today’s alternatives to yesterday’s 
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai.

Never before in India’s history has there 
been so many opportunities for women as 
there are today. They are inside every office, 
at par with their male colleagues, and are do-
ing better than them in sectors like publish-
ing and many others. Whenever there is an 
instance of  discrimination, we hear it louder 
than ever before.

The face of  offices too have undergone 
significant change. Until very recently, we had 
the experienced greys managing all affairs but 
there has been a sudden boom in the presence 
of  young Indians in offices. As the greys ap-
proach their retirement, imagine the extent of  
opportunities that await youth in the years to 
come.

And then, there is the burning question 
of  freedom of expression. Even as we see 
protests against movies and writers or a ban 
on beef  and threats against minorities, it is 
worth pointing out that the voice of  dissent, 
which many say is being throttled, is only 
getting louder with every passing day. Our 
society, like every other of  its kind, may have 
a number of  shortcomings but at the present 

juncture, it is much more than the sum total 
of  all such things to be unproud of. There is a 
great hope for India in this millennium.

I earn a decent salary, but I am usually 
broke by the end of  the month. And yet, I am 
doing fine. Because unlike our predecessors, 
the mindset of  my generation has changed 
too. Hoarding huge amounts of  cash is not 
our priority -- we spend what we earn -- and 
are happy at the end of  it all. I go shopping 
every once in awhile, dine out with friends 
and relatives, read books that I love, partici-
pate actively in the national discourse and 
travel to the mountains whenever I get a 
chance. In short, I am living the Great Indian 
dream.

In the midst of  all the pessimism that 
we are surrounded by, there is actually very 
little for young Indians today to be worried 
about. There has never been a better time to 
be young in India: The Great Indian Dream 
is here and it is here to stay.

(Saket Suman is a Principal Correspondent 
at IANS. The views expressed are personal. He 

can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in)

George Bernard Shaw once 
said that “England and 
America are two countries 
separated by the same lan-

guage”. When the UN conference 
on the Montreal Protocol on the sub-
stances that deplete the ozone layer 
ended in Montreal on November 24, 
albeit in the wee hours of  November 
25, I thought this could also be said 
for Paris and Montreal, not only be-
cause of  the French language but also 
the agreements signed there on global 
action on the climate.

The UN meeting in Montreal cel-
ebrated the 30th Anniversary of  the 
success of  the phase-out of  Ozone 
Depleting Substances (ODS). The 
meeting in Bonn a week before, after 
its 25 years of  global efforts, was still 
wondering how to even finalise the 
rulebook to stabilise the climate and 
keep the temperature rise to not more 
than to 2 degrees Celsius before 2100, 
while making efforts to limit that rise 
to 1.5 degrees -- the objective of  the 
Paris Climate Agreement.

While US President Donald 
Trump is walking out of  the keenly-
negotiated Paris pact, he has surpris-
ingly decided to support the Montreal 

Protocol, including its 2.0 version that 
now includes full-blast action against 
climate change. He has even agreed 
to take a nearly 25 per cent share of  
funding of  over $500 million pledged 
by the developed countries to provide 
to the developing countries. The deal 
to provide $500 million over the next 
three years for the purpose was sealed 
in Montreal last week.

It was warm news in the freezing 
temperatures at Montreal in contrast 
to the cold winds blowing from the 
Bonn climate conference.

The extraordinary success story 
of  the Montreal Protocol never seems 
to have a full stop. Though Trump 
never tweeted about it, this multilat-
eral environmental accord, brokered 
by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) in 1987, was 
signed by the Republican President 
Ronald Reagan and fully supported 
by the Democrats.

Under the treaty, developed 
countries pledged all the incremen-
tal financial support to the develop-
ing countries during their transition 
away from ODS. More importantly, 
that pledge was honoured year after 
year without interruption, even dur-
ing the global financial crisis. It has 
now reached a cumulative amount of  
$3.5 billion.

Developing countries responded 
by implementing the transition to 
ozone-friendly technologies. The 
protocol has already achieved its 
goal of  phasing out nearly 100 per-
cent of  millions of  tonnes of  more 
than 90 man-made ODSs like Chlo-
rofluorocarbons (CFCs) and Hydro 
chlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), used 
mainly in refrigeration, air condition-
ing, foams and solvents. The factories 
producing these chemicals have liter-
ally shut down.

If  the slogan “Yes We Can” has 
a real-life example, it is this one. In 
one single generation, these ozone 
depleting chemicals were invented, 
their catastrophic impact on the strat-
ospheric ozone layer that shields life 
on the Earth was scientifically iden-
tified, global action to phase them 
out was agreed through an interna-
tional agreement, developing coun-
tries were provided by the developed 
countries all the incremental costs 
and technologies -- and the phase-out 
of  these chemicals was achieved ex-
actly on the targeted year and day.

Never before has such an aston-
ishing chain of  actions been triggered 
and taken to its completion.

Former UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan called it “...the single-
most successful international envi-

ronmental agreement to date”. Erik 
Solheim, Executive Director, UN En-
vironment, during the opening cer-
emony on November 24, called the 
Montreal Protocol “a testimony of  
the spirit of  togetherness of  nations 
and humans”.

That “togetherness” has carried 
the Montreal Protocol’s success be-
yond the phase-out of  ODS. Major 
ODS like CFCs are also Green House 
Gases (GHGs). Thus, their phase-out 
under the Protocol has, as a side ben-
efit, also resulted in the permanent 
cumulative emission reduction of  
GHGs to the extent of  130 giga tonnes 
equivalent of  carbon dioxide by 2010, 
compared to just about one giga tonne 
of  GHGs reduction aimed by 2012 
under the Kyoto Protocol. In reality, 
GHGs increased during this period.

While the Montreal Protocol did 
successful market transformation to 
an ozone-friendly world, the Kyoto 
Protocol remained fatally flawed. 
The 2015 Paris pact, a follow-up to 
the unfinished Kyoto Protocol, is still 
faltering and fudgy.

The “togetherness” highlighted by 
Solheim is conspicuous by its absence 
from climate agreements. However, 
it was ever evident under the Mon-
treal Protocol. The latest achievement 
came when, in 2016, all 197 countries 

agreed to deploy the institutions nur-
tured under the Montreal Protocol for 
the last 30 years to now phase-down 
the deadly GHG -- hydrofluorocar-
bons (HFCs) -- some of  which are 
more than 10,000 times more power-
ful than carbon dioxide. The devel-
oped countries, led by the US, pledged 
financial and technology support.

That was an unprecedented deci-
sion, because the seminal objective of  
the Montreal Protocol was to get rid 
of  ODS and not GHGs. “It was like 
using Non-Proliferation Treaty for 
nuclear weapons to control the trade 
in drugs and crime,” said an African 
environmental law expert, comment-
ing on the decision in Kigali. The 
Montreal Protocol, in other words, 
was used as a “surrogate mother” to 
carry the seeds of  the Paris pact to de-
liver a climate-friendly baby.

There are two-fold reasons for 
that unusual action: First, HFCs were 
introduced as substitute for CFCs 
and other ODS due to their zero-
ozone depleting potential. The coun-
tries therefore considered that getting 
away from HFCs would correct their 
unintended error and contribute to 
mitigation of  climate change. Sec-
ond, the developed countries agreed 
to the incremental funding for the 
developing countries for their -- yet 

another -- transformation from HFCs 
to non-HFCs.

Thus, the Montreal Protocol has 
now entered its version 2.0 and be-
came the treaty to reduce the emis-
sions of  the most potent global warm-
ing gas -- HFC -- which, incidentally, 
is also one of  the six groups of  the 
GHGs under the Paris pact.

Developed countries will start re-
ducing HFCs as early as 2019, while 
developing countries will start later. 
Phasing down HFCs under the Pro-
tocol is expected to avoid up to 0.5 
degrees of  global warming by the 
end of  the century, while continuing 
to protect the ozone layer. If  the en-
ergy efficiency improvements due to 
use of  non-HFCs in refrigeration and 
air conditioning appliances are taken 
into account, then the avoided warm-
ing would be even more. That will be 
equivalent of  achieving at least 25 per 
cent of  the objective of  the Paris pact.

The world should now concede 
some cool points to President Trump 
and his administration amidst the 
warming and hot chaos.

(Rajendra Shende is Chairman, 
TERRE Policy Centre, a former UNEP 

Director and an IIT Alumnus. The 
views expressed are personal.  

He can be contacted at shende.
rajendra@gmail.com)

Former Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe’s forced resignation invites a 
re-examination of  the military’s role 
in political affairs. While a profes-

sional military is typically expected to refrain 
from politics, the interface between security 
and politics can sometimes be blurred.

In Kenya for example, the military Chiefs 
of  Staff  usually come from the president’s 
ethnic community making them partisan to 
the head of  state and the party he represents. 
Most recently, there have been allegations of  
the military’s involvement in a poll rigging 
scheme with President Uhuru Kenyatta’s 
government.

Other countries such as Uganda, Egypt 
and Thailand have experienced more flagrant 
examples of  the military’s involvement in 
politics.

Recent events in Zimbabwe need to be un-
derstood within this context. The Zimbabwe 
Defence Forces (ZDF) latest stunt must be 
read as political subterfuge. The military has 
been enmeshed in Zimbabwe’s politics since 
the liberation struggle. While it has occasion-
ally flexed its muscle to support Mugabe’s 
grip on power, this time around it has inter-
vened to shore up the ruling party’s fledgling 
support after years of  the former president’s 
unpopular rule.
Officers who call the tune
The ZDF have been an invisible actor in the 
country’s protracted crisis. The intervention 
that resulted in Mugabe’s resignation was the 
result of  a slow brewing coup that has been 
occasioned by the military’s involvement in 
the country’s politics since independence in 
1980.

The military has been accused of  violence 
and intimidation, as well as participation in 
electoral malpractices. ZDF’s human rights 
violations, economic plunder and entangle-
ment in politics have been widely document-
ed. And its professional misconduct has fo-
mented poor civil-military relations.

The military takeover is therefore a mani-
festation of  undercurrents that have been 
present for years.

According to the latest research, Zimba-
bwe is ranked 81 out of  133 countries in terms 
of  military strength, just after the Middle East-
ern nation of  Kuwait, and one rank above 
Georgia, which is a former Russian territory. 
It has a total of  52,000 military personnel, 
30,000 active personnel and 22,000 reserves.

ZDF prides itself  as having been the lib-
erator in the country’s 
struggle for independ-
ence. During the fight for 
independence political 
figures were deployed in 
the military rank and file 
to motivate the fighters. 
At the time, the Zimba-
bwe African National 
Union (ZANU) was 
the political wing of  the 
Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Liberation Army 
(ZANLA). This close 
relationship between the 
military and political 
wings persisted after in-
dependence.

Mugabe has regu-
larly gifted the military 
through the allocation of  
exploited resources. He 
has also rewarded mili-

tary men with high positions in the civil serv-
ice to retain their loyalty, for example the late 
Mike Karakadzai and Samuel Muvuti. These 
dynamics have progressively obscured the sep-
aration between the army, state and party.

Open support for the ZANU  
Patriotic Front
The military has been openly partisan in its 
support for ZANU-PF. The politics of  pa-
tronage and wealth accumulation has char-
acterised the relationship on both sides. In 
suppressing the opposition, ZDF has created 
an uneven political playing field through in-
timidation and election rigging. The Joint 
Operations Command which coordinates the 
military, police and intelligence has been cen-
tral to ZANU-PF’s security policy.

The military has also taken an openly an-
tagonistic stance towards the opposition. An 
example of  this was Brigadier Douglas Nyika-
yaramba’s description of  Morgan Tsvangirai, 
the leader of  the Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC), as a national security threat.

By engineering Mugabe’s ouster the mili-
tary has reasserted its position as an impor-
tant player in Zimbabwean politics. It may 
not hesitate to intervene in the event of  an-
other “national crisis”.
Factors in the Mugabe ouster
In their clamour to oust an oppressive ruler 
and his ambitious wife the Zimbabwean people 
have placed their hopes in a devious military.

It is hard to tell whether Mugabe’s Achil-
les’s heel was his wife, Grace, or an equally 
scheming military, which lured him into a 

false sense of  security and 
then double-crossed him 
when he failed to indulge 
their political whims.

The current political 
crisis could in fact be the 
climax of  an unwitting con-
vergence of  machinations 
from both sides. By casting 
Grace as the villain, and 
taking on the role of  sav-
iour, the military is attempt-
ing to erase the part it has 
played in Zimbabwe’s frac-
tious politics.

By joining in the calls 
for the installation of  
former Vice President Em-
merson Mnangagwa, the 
people seem to have mo-
mentarily discounted his 
dark past in the country’s 
politics. Examples of  his 

misdeeds include his role as chief  architect 
in the Gukurahundi  massacres which was 
carried out between 1983 and 1987. Approxi-
mately 20,000 Ndebele’s were murdered by 
the military and security forces.

Another dark cloud that hangs over him 
includes his special relationship with the mili-
tary. They were jointly involved in the eco-
nomic plunder of  the Democratic Republic 
of  the Congo.

The former vice president has also been 
known to persecute his opponents.

While he has the support of  ZANU-PF 
and the top military brass when he becomes 
president he will face the challenge of  de-link-
ing himself  from his murky past.
What next for Zimbabwe?
The military takeover strongly suggests that 
the men in uniform are intent on determin-
ing the country’s political trajectory. As such, 
there are limited leadership choices open to 
Zimbabweans. With the military’s support, 
Mnangagwa will take over in the interim 
and potentially win a future election. But he 
has a blemished past, which the ZDF cannot 
sanitise. And his installation could plunge the 
country into further uncertainty.

For Zimbabwe to take a different route, 
two things need to happen: the radical se-
curity sector reforms that have stalled since 
2008 need to be revived. These reforms 
should be targeted towards professionalis-
ing the sector by addressing past miscon-
duct, mainstreaming human rights, and in-
troducing community policing. This should 
go in tandem with depoliticising the sector, 
and demilitarising the state and some civil-
ian populations.

In addition, the people of  Zimbabwe need 
to agree on a framework for a viable transi-
tional justice process.

Zimbabwe’s Defence Force has taken control of 
the country’s poli cal affairs. 

Philimon Bulawayo/Reuters
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Mehbooba Mufti re-elected  
PDP’s President
Jammu, Dec. 2 (IANS): Jammu and Kashmir Chief  
Minister Mehbooba Mufti was re-elected as the Presi-
dent of  the ruling Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
on Saturday for the sixth consecutive term. She was 
re-elected following a meeting of  the PDP political 
affairs committee (PAC) here earlier in the day. A 
party spokesman said Mehbooba’s re-election was 
unanimous. The party was founded by late Mufti 
Muhammad Sayeed, Mehbooba’s father, in 1999. 
When Sayeed became the Chief  Minister in Novem-
ber 2002, he handed over the party’s mantle to his 
daughter, who was named President in 2003.

NIA detains Bihar youth leader 
for LeT links
New Delhi, Dec. 2 (IANS): The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has held a Bihar youth leader for 
his alleged links with banned terror outfit Lashkar-e-
Taiba, officials said. A NIA team detained the youth 
leader named Dhannu Raja from Bihar’s Gopalganj 
district, and an official close to the development said 
that Raja, suspected of  being in constant touch with 
a few LeT terrorists, may be brought to the agency’s 
headquarters for further questioning. The official 
also said that Raja was earlier associated with the 
Congress student wing, National Students Union 
of  India. 

Maoist dump unearthed in 
Chhattisgarh; explosives seized 
Raipur, Dec. 2 (PTI): Security forces recovered a 
cache of  explosives, including mortar bombs and 
detonators, from a Maoist dump in the forests of  
Chhattisgarh’s Kanker district today, police said. The 
recovery was made this afternoon at a Maoist dump 
located between Manhakal and Hethle villages under 
Durgkondal police station limits by a joint team of  
the BSF and District Force, Kanker Superintendent 
of  Police K L Dhruv told PTI. The seized materials 
included two mortar bombs (51 mm), three grenades, 
one country-made pistol, 30 electric detonators, live 
cartridges of  AK 47, SLR and 315 bore rifles and 
Maoist-related materials, he said.

Italian national among four in-
jured in road accident 
Greater Noida, Dec. 2 (PTI): Four people, including 
an Italian man, were injured when their cars collided 
on the Yamuna Expressway, police said today. The 
incident took place in Dankaur area when one car, in 
which the Italian man and his driver were travelling, 
collided with another, Station house officer Farmood 
Ali Pundir said. In another car, two people, includ-
ing a woman, suffered minor injuries. They were 
admitted to a hospital and later discharged, he said. 
However, the Italian man, who suffered injuries in 
his back, will remain in the hospital, the police said

20 TN fishermen arrested by Sri 
Lankan Navy off Neduntheevu
Rameswaram (TN), Dec. 2 (PTI): Twenty fisher-
men from Tamil Nadu were arrested by the Sri 
Lankan Navy today for allegedly fishing near Nedun-
theevu, close to the island nation’s coast. The fisher-
men from Nagapattinam district were fishing in Sri 
Lankan waters when they were arrested, Assistant 
Director of  Fisheries Department, Nagapattinam, 
Gangadhar, said. Two boats used by them were also 
seized and taken to Paruthithurai in Sri Lanka, he 
said. Eight fishermen belonging to Rameswaram and 
Mandapam were arrested on November 19 by the 
Lankan Navy for allegedly fishing in the Palk Strait 
off  Katchatheevu.

Dreaded criminal arrested under 
PSA in Jammu
Jammu, Dec. 2 (PTI): A hardcore criminal was to-
day arrested here after he was booked under the Pub-
lic Safety Act (PSA), police said. Yudhbir Singh alias 
‘Bablu’, a resident of  R S Pura, was involved in 20 
criminal cases registered in different police stations 
in Jammu district, a police spokesman said. He said 
a dossier was prepared against the dreaded criminal 
and submitted recently to the district magistrate who 
granted orders regarding his detention under the PSA 
on November 28.

JKNPP alleges harassment; 
seeks CM’s intervention
Jammu, Dec. 2 (PTI): Jammu and Kashmir Na-
tional Panthers Party (JKNPP) today alleged that    
its party workers were being harassed in Udhampur 
district and sought intervention of  Chief  Minister 
Mehbooba Mufti and Governor N N Vohra. JKNPP 
chairman and former minister Harsh Dev Singh, in 
a letter to the chief  minister and governor, said its 
workers were being “bullied, harassed, intimidated, 
terrorised and implicated in false police cases at the 
behest of  the BJP leaders”. Singh appealed to Mufti 
to hold a public ‘darbar’ in Udhampur on the anal-
ogy of  public grievances redressal camps held by her 
in various other districts of  the state.

If required licence of Max Hospital 
will be cancelled — Satyendar Jain

No rescue operations by 
Japanese ship — Kerala CM

Owaisi opposes triple talaq bill, calls 
for Muslim unity to protect ‘shariat’

Telangana to set up IT campus for disabled

Akhilesh meets Mamata; fuels 
speculation about a front

NIA summons Odisha man 
in J&K terror funding case

Coast Guard rescues Too early to say low growth trend 
reversed — Manmohan Singh

India signs Advance Pricing 
Agreements with the Netherlands

Satyendra Jain

New Delhi, Dec. 2 (IANS): 
Delhi Health Minister Saty-
endar Jain on Saturday said 
that strict action will be 
taken against a city-based 
private hospital and if  re-
quired its licence would be 
cancelled, after the hospital 
in a case of  medical negli-
gence declared a baby dead 
along with its stillborn twin   
but was later found to be 
alive.

“When we came to 
know about negligence on 
the part of  the hospital we 
ordered inquiry into the 
same. And I want to assure 
all that if  they don’t work 
properly we will cancel the 
licence of  the hospital,” 
Jain said.

He said the enquiry re-
port will come by Monday.

He also said that a show 

cause notice was served to 
the hospital on November 
22 for not treating the pa-
tients of EWS (economical-
ly weaker section) category. 

In a clear case of medi-

cal negligence, doctors at 
Shalimar Bagh-located Max 
Super Specialty Hospital 
here on Friday declared a 
baby dead, along with his 
stillborn twin, and handed 

the bodies over to family 
members in a polythene 
bag. The baby was found 
alive just moments before 
being buried. 

The incident prompted 
the Health Minister to order 
a probe on Friday.

According to the ag-
grieved family, the twins 
were born premature on 
Thursday. While one baby 
was stillborn, the other was 
declared dead hours later af-
ter his condition was stated 
to be “critical” and “unable 
to survive”. 

The Max Hospital in 
a statement said: “It has 
been brought to our notice 
that a 22-week premature 
newborn, who is said to be 
on life support at a nursing 
home, was unfortunately 
handed over (as dead) ... 

by Max Hospital, Shalimar 
Bagh.

“This baby was one of  
the twins delivered on the 
morning of  November 30. 
The other baby was still-
born. 

“We are shaken and 
concerned at this rare in-
cident. We have initiated 
a detailed inquiry, pend-
ing which the doctors con-
cerned have been asked to 
proceed on leave immedi-
ately.”

The hospital said it was 
in constant touch with the 
parents and ready to extend 
all support.

A similar incident was 
reported from Safdarjung 
Hospital in June when a 
newborn was found alive 
after doctors had declared 
the baby dead.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Dec. 2 (IANS) :  Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
has  s lammed rumour 
mongers on Saturday af-
ter it came to light that 
Friday’s reports of  a Japa-
nese merchant ship rescu-
ing 60 Kerala fishermen 
caught in the deep seas 
was “fake.”

Vijayan called those 
spreading the rumours 
“mad”.

It was Thiruvanan-
thapuram district Collec-
tor S.Vasuki who told the 
media, on Friday evening, 
that she wished to thank 
the Japanese government 
as one of  their ships had 
rescued 60 fishermen after 
Cyclone Ockhi struck the 
Kerala coasts. She said 
they would arrive at the 
Vizhinjam coast.

Following which, a 

huge crowd of  anxious 
f i s h e r m e n  wa i t e d  i n 
Vizhinjam expecting to 
welcome their missing 
relatives. Many ambu-
lances were also asked to 
be stationed at the port.

Later fresh news came 
that the Japanese ship 
since it was on its way to 
Kochi, it would drop the 
fishermen there.

It was only late in the 
night that truth surfaced: 
“It was a fake news”.

“ D o n’ t  yo u  k n ow, 
some people are mad, who 
make use of  bad times to 
spread such things,” said 
Vijayan and pointed out 
“around 400 fishermen 
have so far been rescued”, 
while around 100 are yet 
to be traced.

State Fisheries Minis-
ter J. Mercykutty was also 
upset over the false news 

being spread, especially 
related to rescue opera-
tions.

“The state government 
is doing its best and all the 
agencies are fully engaged 
in rescue operations and 
it’s unfortunate that at this 
time, some trouble makers 
are coming out with false 
news... 

“We will never blame 
the anxious people who 
are waiting for their near 
and dear  ones,”  Mer-
cykutty, however, added.

The rescue operations 
jointly launched by the 
Indian Navy, Air Force 
and Coast Guard after Cy-
clone Ockhi hit the south-
ern districts of  Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu, resumed on 
Saturday with 102 Kerala 
fishermen yet to return 
home, a top state official 
said.

Hyderabad, Dec. 2 (IANS): Strongly op-
posing the proposed legislation on triple 
talaq, MIM chief  Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Saturday called for unity among Indian 
Muslims to protect the ‘shariat’.

Stating that the Supreme Court verdict 
on the issue is confusing and nobody can 
say if  uttering talaq thrice in one sitting an-
nuls marriage or it is considered only one 
talaq, he wondered how the government 
can bring a bill in the Parliament.

The Member of  Parliament asked the 
Narendra Modi government if  it would 
provide financial aid to women if  their 
husbands were sent to jail for three years.

Addressing a public meeting at MIM 
headquarters Darussalam on the occasion 
of  Milad-un-Nabbi, he warned that the 
legislation could lead to a new problem of  
husbands abandoning their wives.

He criticised Modi for speaking about 
the rights of  Muslim women but ignoring 
the “Hindu sisters”. Claiming that “20 
lakh Hindu women are abandoned by 
their husbands”, Owaisi asked Modi if  he 
would come to their rescue as well.

He said the Sangh Pariwar shows 
sympathy for Muslim women but was not 
allowing a film to be released. 

“When you can’t allow a film (‘Padma-
vati’) to be released, how can you interfere 
in my shariat,” Owaisi asked.

The MIM President said Muslims 
should learn a lesson from Rajputs who de-
spite being less in numbers came together 
to stop the release of  the film. 

“If  Muslims can unite to strengthen 
the country and to save shariat, we can 
definitely do something,” he added.

The MP said the community should 
also learn lessons from Patels, Gujjars, 
Jats and Marathas who came together to 
fight for their rights and for reservation.

On Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister 

Yogi Adityanath’s statement that the Taj 
Mahal is not part of  Indian culture, and 
BJP describing the monument as symbol 
of  slavery, Owaisi asked why Modi host-
ed a dinner in Falaknuma Palace here for 
US President Donald Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka Trump and others. 

“You have to see the symbols of  our 
forefathers,” he remarked while also 
referring to the other dinner hosted at 
Golconda Fort for delegates of  Global En-
trepreneurship Summit (GES) this week.

Referring to the Gujarat elections, the 
MIM chief  said the leaders of  both BJP 
and Congress were vying with each other 
in visiting temples and every leader claim-
ing himself  to be a “bigger Hindu than the 
other”. 

He alleged that both the parties were 
competing with each other in offering res-
ervation for various communities but were 
united in opposing quota for Muslims. He 
described both the parties as “hypocrites”.

On former US President Barack 
Obama stressing the need to nurture and 
cherish Indian Muslims, Owaisi said it was 
news for media only because a former US 
President has stated it. 

“Our party has been saying the same 
for over 60 years. We have been saying 
that we love this country, we have faith 
in its Constitution and the country can 
strengthen if  Muslims get their constitu-
tional rights,” he said.

Targetting the Congress party, he said 
it blamed the MIM for dividing votes in 
various states to hide its failure to defeat 
Modi. He recalled that his party had con-
tested only 28 seats out of  400 in the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elections.

“In the civic polls in UP, we won 32 
seats but Congress got only 19 seats and 
could not win a single seat in Amethi,” 
he added.

Hyderabad, Dec. 2 (IANS): 
The Telangana government 
on Saturday announced that 
it will set up Information 
Technology campus for per-
sons with disabilities, claim-
ing this will be the world’s 
first such facility.

On the eve of World Dis-
ability Day, the government 
entered into an agreement 
with Vindhya E-Infomedia 
Private Limited to setup the 
IT campus which will focus 
on creating employment op-
portunity for Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs).

This campus spread over 
10 acres will come up near 
the Hyderabad International 
Airport in the IT Park de-
veloped by the government 
and will have all the ameni-
ties like training, residential 
facility and delivery centers 

that will cater to various 
clients both domestic and 
international.

It will create jobs for 
2000 people in the next 5 
years, said a statement from 
state IT Department.

Vindhya E-Infomedia 
private limited which is a 
pioneer in creating inclusive 
workspace employs PwDs 
as its major workforce. It 
currently has over 1,600 
employees working out of  
Hyderabad and Bengaluru. 
Majority of their workforce 
comprises of physically chal-
lenged, hearing impaired 
and visually impaired.

The company provides 
back office operations (BPO) 
support to various BFSI, 
telecom and e-commerce 
companies since 2006.

The Telangana govern-

ment and Vindhya look at 
various corporates to par-
ticipate in this one of its kind 
initiative.

State’s Principal Sec-
retary, IT, Jayesh Ranjan 
urged the persons With dis-
abilities to make most of the 
opportunity created through 
this effort. While handing 
out appointment letters to 
the new joinees, he advised 
them to continue working 
harder and break the per-
ception of  disability being 
a barrier.

Vindhya CMD Pavithra 
Y.S. said this campus will 
create an immense advan-
tage for the persons with 
disabilities especially those 
with severe disabilities but 
still deserve an opportunity 
to lead life with dignity and 
self-respect.

Kolkata, Dec. 2 (PTI): Samajwadi Party 
leader Akhilesh Yadav today met West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, fuel-
ling speculation of a possible front against 
the BJP in the next Lok Sabha polls.

Yadav, who was here in connection with 
the state conference of the SP, met Banerjee 
at her residence here and said that his party 
stood behind her in the fight against com-
munal forces. There is a need for all secular 
parties to unite against communal forces, the 
SP chief said.

Earlier in the day when he was asked 
whether the SP would form a joint front with 
the TMC, Yadav had said he meets Banerjee 

whenever he comes to the city.
Referring to the BJP’s victory in the Ut-

tar Pradesh civic polls, he said that the party 
had won where the elections were held using 
EVM but did not do well where polls were 
held by using ballot paper.

Yadav said that the BJP had won the UP 
Assembly polls with two-third majority but 
in the civic polls it had failed to win in the 
same manner.

“But you (BJP) are telling the country 
that the entire state has been painted in the 
BJP’s colour,” he said, adding that the path 
adopted by the party will not be able to bring 
happiness among the people in the country.

New Delhi, Dec. 2 (IANS): The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) has summoned 
an individual from Odisha for questioning in 
the Jammu and Kashmir terror funding case, 
an official said on Saturday.

A senior NIA official told IANS that 
Akhthar Hussain, a resident of Cuttack, had 
been summoned to appear before the agency 
on December 4 at its headquarters in Delhi.

The official said that earlier, a team of six 
officials of the counter-terror probe agency 
had gone to Odisha and questioned Hussain 
for several hours.He said that during the 
questioning, Hussain could not give proper 
reply to quite a few queries.

The NIA had registered several cases 
in connection with terror funding to stoke 
unrest in the Kashmir valley against several 
top separatist leaders in the month of May.

On July 24, the NIA arrested seven 
separatist leaders on charges of  criminal 
conspiracy and waging war against India. 
Those arrested included Aftab Hilali Shah 

alias Shahid-ul-Islam, Ayaz Akbar Khandey, 
Farooq Ahmad Dar alias Bitta Karate, 
Nayeem Khan, Altaf  Ahmad Shah, Raja 
Mehrajuddin Kalwal and Bashir Ahmad 
Bhat alias Peer Saifullah.

In mid-August, the agency arrested 
Kashmir’s prominent businessman Zahoor 
Ahmad Shah Watali.

The NIA on September 5 also arrested 
two alleged stone-pelters -- Javed Ahmad 
Bhat of Kulgam and Kamran of Pulwama 
-- in connection with the ongoing probe into 
terror funding to keep unrest alive in the 
Valley.

On November 7, the agency seized 
nearly Rs 36.5 crore in demonetised currency 
and arrested nine persons in connection with 
the case. Of them, three hail from Jammu 
and Kashmir, two from Delhi, two from 
Mumbai and one each from Uttar Pradesh 
and Nagpur.

With these arrests, the total number of  
arrests in the terror funding has reached 19.

Chennai, Dec. 2 (PTI): Coast Guard has 
rescued 198 fishermen and 18 fishing boats 
belonging from Tamil Nadu off  the western 
coast following the devastation caused by 
cyclone Ockhi.

Coast Guard along with the other central 
agencies are currently engaged in the search 
and rescue operation of  the fishermen, who 
reportedly went missing in sea following cy-
clone Ockhi which had a devastating effect in 
Kanyakumari district and in Kerala.

“Eighteen fishing boats and 198 fisher-
men from Tamil Nadu have taken safe shel-
ter in Lakshadweep and Mincioy Group of  
Islands (western coast),” an official release 
said.

Currently, two aircrafts from Coast 
Guard, ICGS Aadesh along with two other 
ships were undertaking “a sea and air” coor-
dinated search off  the Kanyakumari coast.

In the eastern seaboard region, the re-
lease said, nine ships and two aircrafts were 
taking up search and rescue operations.

Surat, Dec. 2 (PTI): Former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh today welcomed the 
uptick in the Q2 GDP growth at 6.3 per 
cent but cautioned that it is too early to say 
there is a reversal in decline seen in the past 
five quarters.

Singh also said at this rate it is not 
possible for the Narendra Modi govern-
ment to equal UPA government’s 10-year 
average growth rate. “July-September 
quarter has registered a growth rate of  
6.3 per cent. 

This is to be welcomed, but is too early 
to conclude that this represents a reversal 
of the declining trend seen in the previous 
five quarters,” Singh, also a former finance 
minister, told a gathering of businessmen 
here.

“Some economists believe that the 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) has not 
adequately captured the impact of demon-
etisation and GST on the informal sector 
that accounts for about 30 per cent of the 
economy,” he said.

Further quoting economists M Govin-
da Rao and former chairman of National 
Statistical Commission Pranab Sen, the 
former prime minister said, “There is still 
considerable uncertainty about the growth 
of GDP. The RBI forecasts that growth in 
2017-18 will pick up to 6.7 per cent. 

However, even if growth reaches 6.7 per 
cent in 2017-18, Modiji’s four-year average 
growth rate will still be only 7.1 per cent.” 

He claimed that the Modi government 
will not be able to equal the UPA govern-

ment’s 10-year average growth rate.
“To equal the UPA’s 10-year average, 

the economy will have to grow at 10.6 per 
cent in the fifth year. I would be happy if  
this were to happen, but frankly, I don’t 
think this will happen,” Singh quipped.

Reversing the five quarters of slowing 
GDP growth, Indian economy expanded 
by 6.3 per cent in July-September on the 
back of a pick-up in manufacturing.

The senior Congress leader also said the 
GDP growth rate falling to 5.7 per cent in 
the first quarter of 2017-18 due to demon-
etisation was still a “gross underestimate” 
as the GDP did not capture the pain of the 
informal sector. “Every one per cent loss 
of GDP annually costs our nation Rs 1.5 
lakh crore. 

Think of the human impact from this 
lost growth -- the lost jobs, the youth whose 
opportunities have vanished, the businesses 
who had to shut down, and entrepreneurs 
whose drive to succeed has turned into dis-
couraged disappointment,” he signed off.

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  2 
(IANS): India has entered 
into its first bilateral Ad-
vance Pricing Agreements 
(APAs) with the Nether-
lands during November, 
an official statement said 
on Friday.

“With the signing of  
these agreements, the total 
number of  APAs entered 
into by the Central Board 
of  Direct Taxes (CBDT) 
has gone up to 186. This 
includes 171 unilateral 
APAs and 15 bilateral 
ones,” it said. 

The transactions cov-
ered in the agreements 
with the Netherlands in-
clude distribution, provi-
sion of  marketing sup-
port Services, provision of  

business support services, 
among others, it added. 

The APA scheme en-
deavours to provide cer-
tainty to taxpayers in the 
domain of  transfer pricing 
by specifying the methods 
of  pricing and setting the 
prices of  international 
transactions in advance. 

The APA provisions 
were introduced in the 
Income Tax Act in 2012 
and the “rollback” provi-
sions were introduced 
in 2014.  Bilateral APAs 
include a rollback option 
which enhances certainty 
for such taxpayers for up 
to 9 years and allows them 
to seek assurance on their 
past years’ transfer pricing 
positions as well. 

Since its inception, 
the APA scheme has been 
well-accepted by taxpay-
ers and has resulted in 
more than 800 applica-
tions (both unilateral and 
bilateral) being filed so far 
in five years, the ministry 
said. 

Earlier this week, the 
CBDT said it will accept 
transfer pricing applica-
tions for mutual agree-
ment procedure and bi-
lateral advance pricing 
agreement regardless of  
presence of  a specific 
provision in the double 
taxation avoidance agree-
ments. 

 The provision relates 
to claiming corresponding 
tax adjustments.



Peshawar, Dec. 2 (IANS): At 
least nine suspects were arrested 
during a pre-dawn search op-
eration here on Saturday as police 
launched an investigation into a 
terror attack on the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) here that 
claimed nine lives. 

The anti-terrorism depart-
ment closed the institute for an 
indefinite period and registered a 
case. The first information report 
included sections related to mur-
der, terrorism and the possession 
of  explosives, the Express news 
reported. 

A large number of  police and 
other security forces took part in 
the raids conducted early Satur-
day in Badhber, Telaband and 

other areas outside the provin-
cial capital, according to police 
sources.

Various types of  arms were re-
covered from the arrested suspects 
including three pistols, 8mm rifles, 
12-bore rifles, sub-machine guns 
(SMG) and a large quantity of  
ammos. Security forces searched 
at least 45 houses during the op-
eration.

The ATI released a list of  eight 
students and staff  member who 
lost their lives in the attack. They 
were identified as: Bilal Ahmad, 
Amin Jan, Sarzamin, Muhammad 
Wasim, Abdus Sadiq, Qasim Ali 
Shah, Bilal Khairul Bashar, Bilal 
Mohammad Arif  and Malik Ab-
dul Waheed.

Most of  the slain students 
belonged to far-flung areas of  
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fata 
and remained in the hostel despite 
it being a holiday on Friday. 

The province mourned the 
deaths of  the students and staff  
member, as the slain victims 
were laid to rest, Dawn online 
reported.

At least nine people were killed 
on Friday when three militants at-
tacked the institute. The dead in-
clude six students, a security guard 
and two civilians.

Thirty-seven people -- among 
them a police sub-inspector and 
two soldiers -- were also wounded 
in the assault claimed by the Te-
hreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 

Both police and military officials 
said the attackers had been coor-
dinating with handlers based in 
Afghanistan.

The bodies of  the militants still 
languish in the mortuary. DNA 
samples from their bodies have 
been collected for their identifica-
tion.

The US also condemned the 
attack and offered its deepest 
condolences to the families of  the 
victims. 

“We stand with the people and 
the government of  Pakistan, and 
we will continue to work with our 
partners in Pakistan and across 
the region to combat the threat of  
terrorism,” said a statement issued 
by the US Embassy in Pakistan.

Phnom Penh, Dec. 2 (IANS):  Cambodia on Saturday 
welcomed home a set of  10 Angkorian-era gold jewellery 
pieces which were stolen from the country decades ago, 
according to a statement from the Ministry of  Culture 
and Fine Arts. 
The ancient artefacts, which were returned from Britain, 
included a head cover, a pair of  pectoral ear pendants, a 
pair of  earrings, a necklace, a pair of  armbands, one belt 
and one chest band. The artefacts, which adorned a statue 
during the Angkorian period between the early 9th century 
and the early 15th century, were looted from Cambodia 
during the civil war in the 1970s, Xinhua news agency 
reported. The London-based gallery Jonathan Tucker 
Antonia Tozer Asian Art voluntarily returned the jewel-
lery items after Cambodia had concrete evidence to prove 
that they were stolen from the country, the statement said.

Cambodia identified the artefacts when the gallery 
placed them for sale in November 2016. “This success 
clearly reflects the Cambodian government’s high atten-
tion in protecting, preserving and developing cultural 
heritage properties and in reclaiming antiquities which 
had been stolen (from Cambodia) during the war,” it said. 

According to the statement, the gold jewellery items 
were put on display at the National Museum in Phnom 
Penh. In recent years, Cambodia has successfully re-
claimed a number of  antiques that had been looted from 
the country during the war time. In 2013 and 2014, five 
ancient statues had been repatriated to the country from 
the US.

Beijing, Dec. 2 (IANS): 
China will not export its po-
litical system and neither will 
the ruling Communist Party 
import foreign models of  
development, President Xi 
Jinping has said at a meeting 
with foreign political groups.

Xi in his comments at 
the opening of  “CPC in 
dialogue with world political 
parties high-level meeting” 
on Friday said the ruling 
party placed great impor-
tance on learning from civili-
zation achievements created 
by people of other countries 
and integrating them with 
Chinese realities. 

However, he said that 
the CPC will not import 
foreign models of  develop-
ment and instead called on 
other countries to “copy” 
the Chinese practice as the 
ruling party seeks to boost its 
international image and take 
on a more assertive role, the 
Global Times reported. 

The President, who is 
also the General Secretary 
of  the CPC Central Com-
mittee, proposed to develop 
a new model of party-to-par-
ty relations in which political 
parties would seek common 
ground while shelving dif-
ferences.

Representatives from 

hundreds of political parties 
in over 120 countries regis-
tered for the four-day meet-
ing, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

Chinese experts said that 
good party-to-party rela-
tions could help make joint 
efforts in handling com-
mon problems amid the anti-
globalisation trend and the 
CPC is sharing experience 
on governance in an effort 
to assist global development.

With an open vision and 
broad mind, the CPC is will-
ing to carry out dialogues, 
exchanges and cooperation 
with peoples and political 
parties of  other countries,” 
Xi said. 

He also said that the 
initiative of building a com-
munity with a shared future 
for mankind is being trans-
formed from a concept into 
action.  

“I’m delighted to see 
that the friendly cooperation 
between China and other 
countries is increasingly ex-
panding and the concept of  
a community with a shared 
future for mankind is gaining 
support from an increas-
ing number of  people,” Xi 
said, noting that the Belt and 
Road initiative is the practice 
of the concept.

Washington, Dec. 2 (PTI/AFP):  US Sen-
ate Republicans narrowly passed landmark 
tax reform today, a critical step toward 
delivering a monumental legislative victory 
for President Donald Trump in his first year 
in office.

After a marathon session that stretched 
overnight, the chamber voted 51 to 49 in 
favour of  the nation’s largest tax overhaul 
in 31 years, overcoming stubborn internal 
Republican resistance and dismissing Demo-
crats angry over the last-minute revisions to 
the bill. The Senate version and one passed 
recently by the House of  Representatives 
must now be reconciled into a single bill, and 
approved again by both chambers, before it 
can be signed into law.

Both versions dramatically lower the 
corporate tax rate from 35 per cent to 20 
per cent, and include more modest tax cuts 
aimed at individuals across all income levels.

The Senate vote amounts to a reversal of  
fortune for Trump and Republican leaders, 
whose bill just 24 hours earlier was on the 
brink of collapse when a handful of Repub-
lican deficit hawks balked at the controversial 
plan’s USD 1.5 trillion price tag for 10 years.

After extensive negotiations, the bill was 
salvaged. Tax writers tweaked the 479-page 
measure deep into the night, leaving Demo-
crats furious over the last-minute, handwrit-
ten changes to the legislation.

Trump, who has been more active in the 
legislation’s navigation through Congress 
than he was with the Obamacare repeal bill 
that failed earlier this year, has been desper-
ate for a congressional win.

He has repeatedly stressed he wants the 
tax bill on his desk by year’s end.

Democrats fumed that they received the 
text -- peppered with extensive handwritten 
modifications that earned scorn from opposi-
tion lawmakers -- only a few hours before the 
vote. Haste and the darkness of night were 
Trump’s allies in the process, Schumer said.

As the final vote was tallied, grinning 
Republicans congratulated one another with 
handshakes, backslaps and hugs.

A trio of Democrats including Senator 

Ron Wyden, a ferocious opponent of the bill, 
stood motionless in the back of the chamber.

Mindful of  the historic nature of  the 
vote, Vice President Mike Pence presided 
over the chamber during final passage.

Several Republicans who had voiced 
concerns about the bill were ultimately lured 
by McConnell’s agreement to make changes.

Senators Bob Corker and Jeff  Flake, 
a pair of Trump critics, worried about the 
impact of the tax cuts on the country’s mas-
sive deficit. A nonpartisan congressional tax 
scorekeeper had projected the tax overhaul 
would add 1 trillion to the deficit, even after 
accounting for expected economic growth 
from the plan.

The analysis complicated Trump’s argu-
ment that the tax cuts would pay for them-
selves through additional economic growth.

Flake eventually agreed to back the leg-
islation, after receiving assurances from the 
White House that action would be taken to 
shield thousands of young “Dreamer” im-
migrants from deportation. Corker hoped 
to offset the cost of the tax cuts by including 
a rise in the corporate tax rate in later years, 
but the effort failed.

Lawmakers said a deal was reached to 
raise tax deductions for certain small busi-
nesses, a move that got two more wavering 
senators on board. As an offset, the bill’s tax 
rate for US corporations repatriating profits 
from abroad would rise, from 10 per cent to 
possibly 14 per cent.

Republicans hold a narrow 52-48 Sen-
ate majority. With all Democrats opposing 
the tax plan, just three Republican defectors 
would have killed it.

Senator Susan Collins had voiced deep 
skepticism about the bill but ultimately gave 
her backing after securing changes, including 
on health care and local taxes.

The Senate and House must negotiate 
a compromise bill, and contentious votes 
are likely in the weeks ahead. Democrats 
argue that the plan is too expensive and will 
accommodate only the rich, and that it could 
ultimately impact cherished US entitlement 
programs like Medicare.

T h e  H a g u e,  D e c .  2 
(IANS):  Bosnian Croat 
war criminal Slobodan 
Praljak died after tak-
ing potassium cyanide in 
The Hague’s courtroom, 
Dutch prosecutors say, 
citing the results of  a pre-
l iminary post mor tem 
examination.

“This has resulted in a 
failure of  the heart, which 
is indicated as the suspect-
ed cause of  death,” they 
said, BBC reported on Fri-
day. Praljak drank from a 
vial after his 20-year term 
for war crimes in Bosnia 
in the 1990s had been up-
held on Wednesday.

D u t c h  a u t h o r i t i e s 
are investigating how he 
smuggled poison into the 
court.

T h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n 
rulings against Praljak 
and five other defendants 
brought an end to more 
than 20 years of  work by 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia (ICTY).
Seconds after hear-

ing his appeal had been 
lost, the former general 
declared: “Slobodan Pral-
jak is not a war criminal. 
I am rejecting the court 
ruling.”

T h e  7 2 - y e a r - o l d 
then drank from a small 
brown-glass bottle and 
announced: “I have taken 
poison.”The presiding 
judge cut short the hear-
ing and Praljak was taken 
to hospital.

Officials said Praljak 
died shortly afterwards in 
a local hospital.

Peter Robinson, a law-
yer for convicted Bosnian 
Serb war criminal Ra-
dovan Karadzic, told the 
BBC he could not under-
stand how anyone could 
have passed poison to a 
prisoner.

“We go through two 
security checks when we 
visit detainees,” he said. 
“Two metal detectors. 

You can’t bring drinks, 
not even a bottle of  wa-
ter or Coke. Everything 
is searched before you 
go in.

“I’ve only ever seen 
him (Praljak) with his 
family, in the room next 
door to us. But when his 
family came it was pri-
vate.

 “There are no guards 
inside the room at the 
time, they stay outside the 
door. You can see your 
own doctors with special 
permission.”

Though allies against 
the Bosnian Serbs during 
the 1992-95 civil war, Bos-
nian Croats and Muslims 
also fought each other for 
a period of  11 months, 
with the city of  Mostar 
seeing some of  the fiercest 
fighting.

Praljak was convicted 
in 2013 of  crimes against 
humani ty,  commit ted 
while commanding Bos-
nian Croat forces. 

Abu Dhabi, Dec. 2 (IANS):  The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) on Saturday cel-
ebrated its 46th National Day with zeal and 
fervour amid several ceremonies across the 
country to mark the occasion.

The National Day celebrations com-
menced with Army parade in all seven 
states of  the country. The ceremonials 
were attended by the rulers of  all states 
including Dubai Ruler Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum and Abu Dhabi’s 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
the Khaleej Times reported.

Al Maktoum, who is also the Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE, 
congratulated the people of the country in 
a tweet.

“Congratulations to the people and 
residents of the UAE on the 46th National 
Day, each National Day is a chance for us 
to renew our commitment to achieving our 
greatest ambitions as one team,” he said.

Indian Ambassador Navdeep Singh 
Suri marked the occasion with a Twitter 
video of  wishes made in Arabic. He said 
that in the coming years, there will be a 
“remarkable new energy and a new mo-
mentum” in the bilateral relationship.

“In the next few months we are going 
to see India as the Guest of Honour of the 
World Government Summit in Dubai, we 
are going to see India as the Guest of Hon-
our of  Abu Dhabi Festival in March and 
we are going to see a number of high level 
visits taking place between the two sides,” 

Suri said.
Abu Dhabi was decked up with decora-

tive lights and several air shows, exhibitions 
were organised. Fireworks were performed 
in Dubai after the clock struck 12 at night. 
The celebrations will continue for three 
days.

Aerobatics show by Al Forsan left 
thousands of people awestruck as various 
formations and the UAE national colour 
displays captivated the holiday crowd in 
the capital. People decorated their cars with 
the country’s flag as patriotic fervour soared 
sky-high.

Dubai Crown Prince Hamdan bin 
Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum said: 
“The UAE National Day is observed to 
remind us of the greatest story of building 
a state by the country’s founding fathers.”

Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s 
Representative in Al Dhafra Region said: 
“Under the Union, the UAE has achieved 
considerable academic, economic, urban 
and agricultural progress. It today enjoys 
stability and prosperity at all levels.”

UAE embassies, diplomatic missions 
held a number of  cultural and heritage 
events highlighting the nation’s progress 
and development in the past 46 years, 
WAM news agency reported. 

Meanwhile, the main facade of Nasdaq 
building in New York paid tribute to the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 
UAE’s founding father and builder of  its 
modern renaissance.

New York, Dec. 2 (IANS):  
US Defence Secretary James 
Mattis, who has said that 
Washington needs “to try 
one more time” to get Is-
lamabad to act against ter-
rorists, is visiting Pakistan on 
Monday, the Pentagon has 
announced.

He is planning to meet 
Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi and Chief of  
Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, the statement 
said. Terrorism is expected 
to be the centre piece during 
their discussions.

The visit comes at a cru-
cial time in the 16-year war 
in Afghanistan when the 
US is ramping up operations 
with its military person-
nel expected to go to the 
front lines as advisers to the 
Afghan military. Prevent-
ing terrorist attacks on the 
US troops assumes higher 
priority. 

Mattis will also be visit-
ing Egypt, Jordan and Ku-
wait during the trip which 
seeks “to re-affirm the en-
during US commitment to 
partnerships in the Middle 
East, West Africa and South 
Asia, the Pentagon said.

He visited India in Sep-
tember and held talks with 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Lava fills one-third of Bali vol-
cano’s crater
 Jakarta, Dec. 2 (IANS):  Lava has filled up one-
third of  the crater of  Agung volcano in Indonesia’s 
Bali island as the area remained on maximum alert 
Saturday over a possible bigger eruption. The director 
of  information for the Indonesian National Disaster 
Management Agency (BNPB), Sutopo Purwo Nu-
groho, said that the crater has been spewing ash up to 
a height of  2,000 metres,reports Efe news. Nugroho 
said that the gases and ash have affected an area of  
up to 5 kms from the crater. There is a 10-km safety 
radius around the 3,031-metre-high volcano. There 
are more than 48,000 people registered in emergency 
shelters, according to official figures, and the authori-
ties have calculated between 90,000 and 100,000 are 
still living inside the security radius. The Ngurah Rai 
International Airport has resumed normal operation, 
after the shutdown from Monday to Wednesday after-
noon due to the cloud of  smoke, which affected more 
than 100,000 passengers. The Indonesian archipelago 
sits within the so-called “Ring of  Fire” in the Pacific, 
an area of  great seismic and volcanic activity that is 
shaken by thousands of  tremors every year, mostly of  
small magnitude.

40 killed in Yemen in fighting 
between rebel factions
Sanaa, Dec. 2 (IANS):  At least 40 persons, including 
civilians, died and dozens were wounded on Saturday 
here in the fighting between Houthi rebels and their 
allies, the forces loyal to former Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Fighting started overnight when the 
Houthis tried to access the houses of  several com-
manders of  the Republican Guard, which is loyal to 
Saleh, and leaders of  the General People’s Congress 
party, run by the former President, reports Efe news 
agency that cited sources from both camps and eyewit-
nesses. The clashes took place in the neighbourhoods 
of  Haddad, Baghdad and al-Jazair and in the political 
district where Saleh’s residence is located. Several resi-
dents said the Houthi rebels used tanks and armored 
vehicles to try to attack the regions, in which Saleh’s 
supporters are present. Explosions were heard in the 
Yemeni capital until dawn and the neighbourhoods 
are closed to passersby on Saturday.

Three killed in Afghanistan bombings
Kabul, Dec. 2 (IANS):  Three people were killed 
and six others wounded in three successive blasts in 
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad city, the capital of  Nangarhar 
province on Saturday, an official said. “A bomb blast 
occurred at around midday near the building of  local 
media Inhykas TV in Jalalabad. As soon as people 
gathered near the site and responding units of  secu-
rity forces arrived, two more blasts went off  leaving 
the casualties,” provincial government spokesman 
Attahullah Ghogyani told Xinhua news agency. The 
victims included two civilians and one member of  
intelligence National Directorate of  Security (NDS). 
One NDS offical was among those injured.

German police defuse explosive de-
vice found near market
Berlin, Dec. 2 (IANS):  An improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) found near a Christmas market in the Ger-
man city of  Potsdam has been defused, police said.
According to officials, the object, found on Friday, 
contained explosive or flammable material and had 
been successfully defused, Efe news reported. “IED 
suspicion has been confirmed. The affected area in 
downtown Potsdam must be cleared,” the police wrote 
on Twitter.  Christmas markets across Germany had 
opened this week with increased security presence, a 
year after a truck rammed into people at a market in 
Berlin, killing 12 people.

Peshawar attack: Nine arrested, 

Cambodia gets back looted 
Angkor jewellery from Britain

China will not export its 
political system —  Xi

US Senate passes tax rewrite, 
in major win for Trump

War criminal ‘took cyanide’ in Hague court

UAE celebrates 46th National Day

US Defence Secretary to 
visit Pakistan next week  

Sitaraman on strengthen-
ing security cooperation 
between their countries and 
together with Afghanistan.

Speaking to the House 
Armed Services Committee 
in October about the prob-
lem of terrorism emanating 
from Pakistan, Mattis said: 
“We need to try one more 
time to make this strategy 
work with them, by, with 
and through the Pakistanis, 
and if  our best efforts fail, 
President Trump is prepared 
to take whatever steps are 
necessary.”

Asked at the meeting 
if  demoting Pakistan from 
the status of  a major non-

Nato ally could be an action 
Washington could take, he 
said, “Sure, it’ll be.”

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump unveiling his Af-
ghanistan strategy said Pa-
kistan has “much to lose” 
if  it continued harbouring 
terrorists.  According to re-
ports, there are about 14,000 
US service personnel now in 
Afghanistan.

The commander of US 
and NATO forces in Af-
ghanistan, General John 
Nicholson has said that over 
1,000 US soldiers will be 
deployed on the front lines 
acting as advisers to Afghan 
troops.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Firangi (Hindi)

5 pm: Trian to busan
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Noel Gallagher angry over daughter’s smoking
Singer Noel Gallagher is furious his daughter has started smoking. But his partner has 
told him not to be critical because of his own wild ways. The “Holy Mountain” singer, 
who has 17-year-old Anais with ex-wife Meg Matthews, as well as sons Donovan, 10, and 
Sonny, seven, with wife Sara MacDonald, doesn’t think the teenager will cause him many 
problems as she gets older, but he is unhappy she is already picked up a vice. However, 
his spouse pointed out he is in no position to criticise Anais because of his own wild past, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk. “She is cool, I’ve got to say. She’s got a very calm nature and 
doesn’t seem to take things very seriously,” he said. “I don’t detect any problems on the 
horizon, although she has just started smoking and I wanted to pull her hair out. But as 
my wife said, ‘Oh really? What are you going to say? All she has got to do is Google your 
name’. And I’m like, ‘Okay, fair enough’,” added Gallagher. (IANS)

The Stage season-2 winner Sharvi Yadav in performance at the day-2 Hornbill Interna onal Music Fes val on Sat.

EM Images

 ‘Angam and friends’ performing during the Handshake Concert held at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima on Sat. 

Handshake Concert held 
at Raj Bhavan, Kohima

Day-3 Hornbill Int’l Fest. to host ‘Praise Sunday’

T
he Raj Bhavan edition of  
the Handshake Con-
cert was held on Dec. 2 
evening at Durbar Hall, 
Raj Bhavan, Kohima.

Renowned artistes from across 
the state and neighbouring north-
eastern states including Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim shared the stage 
on Saturday evening at the historic 
Durbar Hall.

Couple Governor PB Acharya 
and Kavita Acharya; IGAR (North) 
and officials from the Assam Rifles, 
government officials from both the 
centre and the state, both foreign and 
local tourists were among audiences.

The music evening, which 
prolonged for an hour, commenced 
with the performance of former Naga 
Idol Renbeni Odyuo, followed by the 
male voice group Colored Keys and a 
dance item by Ethnic Future.

Imli Imchen, who is a singer, 
composer and a guitarist, presented 
a guitar piece, while a cultural troupe 
from Sikkim (Kanchenjunga) pre-
sented a dance item.  

Angam & friends enthralled the 
gathering with a beautiful Konyak 
song, followed by the performance 
of a female cultural troupe from 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The music evening, organised 

by the Rattle & Hum Music Society, 
concluded with the performance of  
the choral group Harmonic Voices.

It may be mentioned that this 
was the 4th edition of Raj Bhavan 
Handshake Concert hosted by the 
Governor. 

Apart from Raj Bhavan edition, 
it may be mentioned that the Rattle 
& Hum Music Society had travelled 
the globe organising the Handshake 
Concert, some of which includes 
Kunming City in China, Hanoi 
in Vietnam, Yangon in Myanmar, 
Bangkok in Thailand and Jakarta in 
Indonesia.

Kohima Bureau

T
he stage is all set for the 
third day of the Horn-
bill International Music 
Festival as Tali Angh, Jack 
Pucho and the Warehouse 

Band and Kenny and the Faith Band 
take the stage for “Praise Sunday” 
today at the Agri Expo site, 4th Mile. 

A press release issued by the 
organisers disclosed that gates for 
this evening’s show will open at 4:00 
pm for the audiences, with the event 
scheduled to commence from 6 pm. 
Brief profile:

Jack Pucho and The Warehouse Band
Jack Pucho is an accomplished 

Christian artist musician, singer, 
songwriter, who has been in the 
Christian music scene for more than 
almost two decades. The Warehouse 

is a school that develops tailored wor-
ship programmes to grow your craft, 
your walk with the Lord, as a worship 
leader, worship pastor, songwriter, art-
ist technician, or musician. Specialis-
ing mainly in contemporary worship 
content that is relevant and applied 
best in a worship setting. 
Band members: Jack Pucho, Yanger, 
Khusheto, Eva, Abito, Kora
Tali Angh:  
Singer/songwriter/ worship leader
Among the new breed of working 
musicians in Nagaland who lives to 
tell a story.

Known for his capacity to bring 
the audio recordings to an open mic 
or a crowd, Tali Angh brings the vital 
story-telling vocal ability that is much 
missed in our present music scenario.

He has been a prominent judge in 
popular singing competitions while 
also performing gigs across the coun-
try, with the most recent one happen-
ing at NH 7 Weekender at Shillong. 
Musicians: Nash Longkumer (Gui-
tars), Ihang (Bassist), Lanu (Drum-
mer)
Kenny and the Faith Band
Kenny and the Faith Band are a four 
member modern alternative christian 
rock band from Kohima, Nagaland . 
The band believes that music has the 
power to heal the human mind and 
soul and change the society.
Members: Kenny- Vocals/Guitar, 
Vikahoto- Vocal/Lead Guitars, Tovi- 
Drums, Wonchi- Bassist.

EMN

Since 90’s band Wins NSACS 
multimedia campaign 2017

Birthday Greetings

T
he band, Since 90’s from 
Dimapur was declared winner 
of the NSACS 7th Multimedia 
Campaign 2017 held at the 
Heritage on Dec. 1, a press 

note stated.
The band walked away with a cash 

prize of Rs. 2 lacs while ‘Pay The Rent’ 
from Kohima and ‘Trance Effect’ Di-
mapur were adjudged the 1st runner up 
and 2nd runner up respectively. The two 
bands were awarded with a cash prize of  
Rs. 1 lac and Rs. 50,000 respectively.

Other prizes included best vocalist 
which was bagged by Fifth Note, best gui-
tarist by Trance Effect, best bassist by Pay 
The Rent, best drummer by Since 90’s and 
best original song by Tune Up Channel.

Altogether 12 bands is said to have 
competed at the state level band competi-
tion which was held under the theme 
“Life Now, Yes Life, No HIV.” It may 
be noted that the Multimedia Campaign 
was organised with the view to create 
HIV awareness through Music, stated the 
release.

Commissioner and Secretary for 
Health & Family Welfare, N. Rama-
khrishnan (IAS), who spoke at the event 
impressed upon the gathering to treat 
people living with HIV with love and af-
fection. “This is one life. We have to enjoy 
and live this life happily”, he said. He espe-
cially urged upon the youth population to 
spread awareness on HIV.

EMN

Sanchita Dey
Hey baby birthday girl...

As you celebrate your 2nd birthday, 
may your days be filled with happy days.

You are the apple of our family.
We love you so much

Loving mom, dad, uncle, aunty and 
granny

Hornbill Int’l Music Fest. day-2
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Saikhom Mirabai Chanu.

New Zealand’s Colin de Grandholme bats during day two of the first 
Test cricket match between New Zealand and the West Indies in Wel-
lington.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1668SUD0KU 1507 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1667

ACROSS
1. Play a guitar
6. Overtake
10. Person from the Middle East
14. Dog-like mammal
15. Ferrous
16. Broad thick ship’s timber
17. Zeal or enthusiasm
18. Strip of adhesive plastic
19. Opera set in Egypt
20. Handle on an exit
22. Emerged
24. Hooligan
25. People who glide on ice
26. Conform to standards
29. At a certain time
30. River in England
31. Members of the family 

Synodontidae
37. Halves
39. Negative
40. Bad tempered
41. Heavily spiced sausage
44. Founder of the Saudi 

dynasty
45. Makes a mistake
46. Seeks retribution
48. Slag or dross
52. Spiral
53. Aristocratic family of 

medieval Italy
54. Having two stable states
58. Placed in a horizontal 

position
59. Thing indicated
61. Glistening
62. French for “Summers”

63. Strong and healthy
64. African country Sierra 

_____
65. Dry
66. She is (contraction)
67. Model rocket 

company 
DOWN

2. Beginner or novice
3. Attempt again
4. Never living
5. A certain statistical chain 

(probabilities)
6. Rock climbing tool
7. A Semite
8. A bribe

9. Running shoe
10. Pause
11. Lift up
12. Tree 
13. Edible seed pods 
21. Christmas
23. South African currency 

(plural)
25. 1786 tax rebellion leader 

David _____
26. Revel in
27. Not odd
28. Greek for “Same”
29. Kings
32. Accustom
33. Main sections of airplanes
34. Modern day Persia

35. Slang for bullet
36. Jeckel and ____
38. Bundle of yarn 
42. Ghosts
43. City in New Mexico
47. Italian for “Essential”
48. Undersides of feet
49. Large wooden box
50. Willow used in basketwork
51. Wash in clear water
52. Quotes or mentions
54. Tightly bound bundle
55. Blemish
56. Solitary
57. Female sheep
60. Sound of contempt or 

disbelief

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1507

De Grandhomme’s fiery ton puts New 
Zealand in command vs Windies

Chelsea coach Conte accepts FA charge

Mirabai Chanu: The new poster girl of Indian sportNagaland Wrestling 
Association informs

World Cup favourites spared 
tough groups in Russia

Moscow, Dec. 2 (Reuters): 
The favourites to win next 
year’s World Cup in Rus-
sia were given navigable 
paths to the last 16 with 
the coaches of  Germany, 
Brazil, Argentina and Spain 
having reason to feel rea-
sonably optimistic after Fri-
day’s draw.

Even hosts Russia, the 
lowest-ranked of the 32 na-
tions taking part, breathed 
a sigh of  relief  after learn-
ing they will open the 21st 
edition of  the tournament 
against Saudi Arabia before 
tackling Egypt and Uru-
guay in Group A.

Holders Germany will 
open their bid for a fifth title 
against dark horses Mexico, 
with Sweden, conquerors of  
Italy in last month’s play-
offs, and South Korea also 
in Group F.

Ever-present five-times 
champions Brazil, have 
Switzerland, Costa Rica 

and Serbia for company in 
Group E while Argentina 
face an intriguing opener 
against debutantes Iceland 
in Group D.

Lionel Messi’s Argen-
tina, beaten by Germany 
in the last World Cup final 
and still awaiting their first 
title since 1986, will face 
Croatia and Nigeria as well 
as Iceland.

While there was no ob-
vious ‘Group of  Death’ 
France were handed some 
tricky fixtures with 10th-
ranked Peru, back after a 
36-year absence, Denmark 
and Australia in Group C.

The standout group 
match will be European 
c h a m p i o n s  Po r t u g a l 
against 2010 world cham-
pions Spain, although with 
Morocco and Iran also in 
Group B they both should 
progress. England, who 
have made next to no im-
pression at the last two 

World Cups, will face fifth-
ranked Belgium in Group 
G after they have played 
Tunisia and first-time quali-
fiers Panama.

D i e g o  M a r a d o n a , 
whose infamous ‘Hand of  
God’ goal for Argentina 
helped eliminate England in 
1986, the last time the south 
American side won the 
trophy, drew England’s ball 
out of  the bowl in a draw 
ceremony featuring several 
former greats.

“He’s good with his 
hands,” quipped draw host 
Gary Lineker, who played 
in that match in Mexico.
Quickfire draw
Seven years after Russia 
won the vote to host the 
tournament for the first 
time, coaches and officials 
from the qualifiers, assem-
bled in the State Kremlin 
Palace to learn their fate in 
a lavish draw attended by 
President Vladimir Putin.

“The most coveted 
trophy will be won by the 
team showing the most 
resilience,” Putin said 
shortly before Russia man-
ager Stanislav Cherchesov 
learned who his side would 
face.

“I wish success to all 
the teams and I call upon 
all loyal fans to come to 
Russia and enjoy the finals 
of 2018.”

Cherchesov’s 65th-
ranked team will hope to 
put a smile on the face of  
Russian sport blighted by 
doping scandals.

“I cannot say if  I am 
happy or not after the 
draw,” he said. “The group 
is what it is. Uruguay have 
(Edinson) Cavani and 
(Luis) Suarez but these are 
just names. The pitch shows 
it all.”

Germany, who qualified 
with a 100 percent record, 
will be the team to beat, 

We l l i n g t o n ,  D e c .  2 
(IANS): New Zealand rode 
on all-rounder Colin de 
Grandhomme’s maiden 
Test ton to thrust New Zea-
land to 447/9 on the sec-
ond day of  their opening 
Test against the West Indies 
at Basin Reserve here on 
Saturday.

De Grandhomme’s 
quickfire 71-ball 105 along 
with half  centuries from 
Ross Taylor (93), Henry 
Nicholls (67) and Tom 
Bundell (57 not out) gave 
the hosts a mammoth 313-
run first innings lead in re-
sponse to the tourists’ 134.

D e  G r a n d h o m m e 
struck 11 fours and three 
sixes to bring up the second 
fastest Test ton by a Kiwi 
batsman.

Debutant  Blundel l 
played the perfect sup-
porting act in a 148-run 
seventh-wicket partnership 
with de Grandhomme to 
put the hosts in the driver’s 
seat.

Earlier in the day, vet-
eran Taylor and Nicholls 
shared a 127-run diligent 
stand that left the West 
Indies with insufficient 

although they face some 
lengthy trips with matches 
in Sochi and Kazan follow-
ing their opener in Moscow.

“I was generally re-
laxed. There is no reason for 
us to be nervous,” Germany 
coach Joachim Loew said.

The top two teams from 
each of the eight groups go 
through to the last 16.
Torrid times
Russia, and soccer’s world 
governing body FIFA, have 
both been through torrid 
times since the 2014 tourna-
ment in Brazil.

A ‘state-sponsored’ dop-
ing scandal still threatens 
Russia’s participation at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics, 
while FIFA has been dogged 
by corruption, leading to 
disgraced former president 
Sepp Blatter standing down.

Blatter’s successor Gi-
anni Infantino would have 
been relieved that Friday’s 
draw went smoothly.

Unlike previous labori-
ous ceremonies, the spec-
tacle cracked along at a 
rapid pace after speeches by 
Putin and Infantino and a 
display of  traditional Rus-
sian dancing.

A collection of  World 
Cup greats, with France’s 
1998 World Cup-winning 
captain Laurent Blanc and 
ex-England goalie Gordon 
Banks as well as Maradona, 
selected the balls from four 
pots with the draw com-
pleted in about half an hour.

The tournament itself  
will be more complex.

With 11 host cities from 
Kaliningrad in the west 
to Ekaterinburg, 2,500km 
away in the east, and Sochi 
on the Black Sea, four time 
zones and 64 matches it 
will be a feat of endurance 
to survive the month and 
reach the July 15 final in 
Moscow’s Luzhniki Sta-
dium.

D i m a p u r,  D e c .  2 
(EMN): In view of  the 
forthcoming 11th Inter-
national Hornbill Naga 
Wrestling Champion-
ship scheduled to be held 
on Dec. 4 at the Amphi-
theatre, Kisama Heri-
tage Village, the NWA 
in its meeting on Dec. 
1 resolved to apply a 
number of  rules during 
the championship.

According to a press 
note appended by the 
NWA General Secre-
tary, Vekhozo, in case of  
only two to three wres-
tlers under a category, 
only one wrestler that 
is  the champion will 
qualify for the quarter 
final which means seven 
wrestlers from the three 
constituent units will 
be selected for quarter 
final match. If  there are 
four to five wrestlers in 
tourist category, the two 
finalists will qualify for 

the quarter final which 
means six wrestlers from 
the three constituent 
units will be selected 
for quarter final match. 
If  there are more than 
eight wrestlers in tourist 
category, all the semi fi-
nalists will be allowed to 
enter quarter final match 
which means semi fi-
nalist  from the three 
constituent units will be 
selected for quarter final 
match.

The  no te  fu r the r 
stated that, players from 
the neighbouring states 
had confirmed their par-
ticipation adding nomi-
nated wrestlers from the 
affiliated units, there will 
be wild entry of  seniors 
and promising wrestlers 
to fight for the ultimate 
championship. 

For more informa-
tion one can contact Vek-
hozo, General Secretary, 
NWA at 9612111544.

London, Dec. 2 (IANS): Chelsea head 
coach Antonio Conte 
accepted the charge 
imposed on him by 
the England Football 
Association following 
his dismissal against 
Swansea in the Eng-
lish Premier League 
(EPL) tie.

The Italian was 
sen t  back  to  the 
stands after protest-
ing against the ref-
eree in the EPL tie on 
Wednesday. Chelsea 
eventually went on to win the match 1-0. 

“I think it’s right to accept and to pay the 
fine. I want to respect this decision and also 

to pay this fine,” the 48-year-old was quoted 
saying by the Independent 
on Friday. 

“I hope also the ref-
eree will learn something 
about this, because Swan-
sea were wasting time. In 
this situation the referee 
has to protect the team 
that wants to play football, 
to try to win the game.

“I hope in the future 
that I tell my players to 
go on the pitch and tell 
this to the referee. I’ll try 
to avoid suggesting this to 

the fourth official. I’ll change because I’ll go 
to my players to get them to tell this to the 
referee,” Conte added.

resources to counter the 
lower order.

Resuming the day at 
85/2, New Zealand lost the 
wicket of  overnight opener 
Jeet Raval (42) before Tay-
lor and Nicholls consoli-
dated the innings to take it 
to 181/3 at the lunch break.

For the visitors, pacer 
Kemar Roach was the pick 
of  the bowlers, returning 
with 3/73 while Miguel 

Cummins and Roston 
Chase picked two wickets 
each.

Shannon Gabriel and 
skipper Jason Holder also 
contributed with a scalp 
each.

Brief  Scores: West In-
dies 134 vs New Zealand 
447/9 (Colin de Grand-
homme 105, Ross Taylor 
93, Henry Nicholls 67; 
Kemar Roach 3/73).

Veturi Srivatsa | IANS
Here comes weightlifter 
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu. 
She is among the new breed 
of sportspersons from a tiny 
state, Manipur, which has a 
population less than three 
million.

Chanu is the world 
champion in the 48 kilo-
gram category, only the sec-
ond Indian woman to win 
a gold medal at the worlds 
after Karnam Malleswari 
who won not once but 
twice, in 1994 in Turkey 
and in China in 1995.

Women’s weightlift-
ing was introduced at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics and 
Malleswari became the first 
Indian woman to win an 
Olympic medal when she 
snatched the bronze.

Malleswari winning a 
medal in the 54 kg category 
was no news, the surprise 
was that she could only get 
the bronze. The expecta-
tions of  her winning the 
gold were high as she en-
tered the event as two-time 
world champion. In her il-
lustrious career, the woman 
from Andhra Pradesh won 

29 international medals, 11 
of them golds.

Seeing Chanu’s trium-
phant smile, the commen-
tators at the Anaheim Con-
vention Center in California 
were as ecstatic as she and 
the Indian camp were. One 
of them said “she would go 
home and get rockstar sta-
tus” and the other chimed 
in: “She better, she earned 
it.” Yes, she should.

The 1.5-metre pocket 
dynamo knew she was sure 
of  getting silver after her 
final lift of  109 in clean and 
jerk because the other gilr 
in contention for the gold 
was Thailand’s Sukcharoen 
Thunya, the reigning Asian 
and junior world champion.

Mirabai did her cus-
tomary Namaste and left 
the arena pleased with her 
what she thought her silver 
performance. An admirer 
of  seven-time world silver 
mediallist Kunjarani Devi, 
Chanu knew if  Sukcharoen 
successfully lifted 109 kg, 
she would have settle for 
the silver, having lifted a kilo 
less than the Thai in snatch.

Sukcharoen, also all 

good Thais, folded her 
hands together after she 
failed to lift 109 kg and sil-
ver changed to gold in the 
hands of the Indian.

Mirabai Chanu is dou-

bly thrilled as the gold has 
erased the memories of  a 
disastrous Rio Olympics 
where she had failed to 
even lift her entry weight of  
104kg in clean and jerk to 

end her 48kg category event 
as DNF (Did Not Finish).

Weightlifting in India 
has had a roller coaster ride. 
From the decades of honest 
triers in the later half  of the 
1990s to the disgraced in the 
new millennium, and now 
back in the arena, it has seen 
it all and it is all women.

I r o n i c a l ly,  I n d i a n 
weightlifting received a big 
setback when three wom-
en lifters were punished 
for doping at international 
events in one year.

India’s record in doping 
had been shocking as one-
fourth of some 800 athletes 
banned by the National An-
ti-Doping Agency (NADA) 
have been weightlifters, 
leading to the national fed-
eration being banned by 
the international body for 
three years between 2004 
and 2009. Slowly things 
started to get better and 
better in the second decade 
with Indians getting on the 
podium again.

Mirabai’s excellent 
showing surely will lif  the 
iron men and women of  
the country. If  someone 

points to the absence of the 
tainted biggies from Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Kzakhstan, 
Ajerbaijan, China, Turkey 
to devalue the performances 
at Ahaheim, it is no fault of  
the clean and hard-working 
athletes. 

The International Fed-
eration decided to ban any 
country that had three posi-
tive tests after retesting of  
the samples by the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee in the 2008 and 2012 
Olympic Games.

As the commentators 
said, Mirabai Chanu will be 
hailed as another gret wom-
an athlete of  the country. 
Her name will be taken in 
the same breath along with 
tennis star Sania Mirza, 
badminton stalwarts Saina 
Nehwal, Pusarla Venkata 
Sindhu, wrestler Sakshi 
Malik and gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar.

Mirabai Chanu has cer-
tainly infused a new life into 
the sport and will inspire 
many more from Manipur 
and North-East to dominate 
the sporting scene of  the 
country.
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Vilasier Khate of Nagaland clinched the runner-up trophy at the 
recently concluded AITA 50K Rankings Tournament hosted by the 
Chamunda Sports Founda on at Karnal, Haryana which was held 
from Nov. 27 ll Dec. 1. He lost 2-6, 2-6 to Amit Bazad in the final.

A friendly football match was played between the Alumni Associa on of Dimapur Government College 
and the College staff on Saturday at the College playground. The match ended in a 5-5 draw. Seen in the 
photo are players with the college alumni leaders and teachers of the college.

Alvaro Morata (L) and Marcus Alonso (R) congratulate Eden Hazard (C) a er he helped his team to a 3-1 
win over Newcastle.

James Kithan (Picture source: Facebook)
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Naga lad emerge runner-up at AITA tournament

Dimapur govt. college friendly football match

Visalie Mezhii in squad for I-league

Virat Kohli  and Murali Vijay take a run against Sri Lanka during the 
first day of the third cricket test match at the Feroz Shah Kotla, in 
New Delhi on Saturday.

PTI

James Kithan debuts at I-League 
for Churchill Brothers SC

Indian U-17 girls finish fourth 
at rugby tournament in Dubai

I-League: Lajong continue winning run against ChurchillHazard inspires Chelsea comeback against Newcastle

Record breaking Kohli, 
solid Vijay punish Sri Lanka
New Delhi, Dec. 2 (PTI): 
Captain Virat Kohli and 
opener Murali Vijay made 
a mockery of  sub-par Sri 
Lankan attack with ef-
fortless centuries as India 
cruised to 371 for four on 
the first day of the third and 
final cricket Test.

Skipper Kohli (156 bat-
ting), who is on a record-
breaking spree, smashed 
his 20th hundred in com-
pany of Vijay (155) as they 
added 283 runs for the third 
wicket. Sri Lankan bowl-
ers were not even capable 
of  bowling to the set field 
as Vijay hit 13 boundaries 
while Kohli s innings had 
16 boundaries.

The skipper made it 
look like a knocking session 
against a bowling attack, 
which at times looked in-
ferior than a middle-rung 
first-class side playing Ranji 
Trophy.

Kohli also became the 
first international captain 
to score a hat-trick of hun-
dreds in a three-Test series.

If Kohli intimidated the 
Sri Lankans with his range 
of strokes, the sublime Vi-
jay punished them with a 
innumerable cuts through-
out the day.

Watching the Lankans 
bowl without any sense 
of purpose, a former India 
player turned commentator 
made a classic comment.

Lahiru Gamage at best 
could be a third pacer of  
a mid-level Ranji Trophy 
side!  The gulf  between the 
two sides was more evident 

DP-249

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 2 (EMN): 
James Kithan, the goal-
keeper for Churchill Broth-
ers Sporting Club based 
in Goa debuted at the 
I-League match against 
Shillong Lajong FC at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
on Saturday evening.

James Kithan became 
the 3rd person from Na-
galand to debut at the I 
League after Kwethelhi 
Thopi and Roko Angami 
who played for Mahindra 
and Mahindra in 1996-97 
(the now defunct Indian 
League).

Born and bought up 
in Dimapur, Kithan has 
played for Kohima Kom-
ets, Peerless Sports Club, 
Kolkata, Mohammedan 
Sporting Club, VIVA Chen-
nai FC etc. 

‘It was a great and won-
derful feeling to play in the 
I-League and I feel blessed 
for this opportunity ….i 
would like to give credit to 
our Almighty God and the 
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as Kohli at times merely 
pushed the balls through 
the gaps and fetched bound-
aries at will.

One sided contests at 
times can be painful for the 
spectators and the ruthless 
demolition of  Sri Lanka 
certainly did not make up 
for a good contest between 
bat and ball.

While stacking up some 
amazing numbers before 
the South Africa series 
would do a world of good 
in terms of  confidence for 
the batsmen, it would be 

interesting to see how much 
of  a help it is in terms of  
preparation for alien condi-
tions in the Rainbow Na-
tion in just about a month 
s time. Vijay was finally 
stumped off  a Lakshan 
Sandakan delivery giving 
the visitors something to 
cheer about towards the fag 
end of the day.

The Lankan attack's 
plight could be gauged by 
the fact that they were hit 
for 38 boundaries in just 
two sessions.

Pacer Gamage (1/68) 

London, Dec. 2 (AFP): 
Eden Hazard gave England 
followers a glimpse of what 
to expect at next summer's 
World Cup with a glori-
ous display as Chelsea beat 
Newcastle United 3-1 at 
Stamford Bridge.

Less than 24 hours after 
the World Cup draw put 
Belgium and England in the 
same group, Belgian Haz-
ard was in imperious form, 
scoring twice and running 
at defenders at will.

Chelsea's victory, which 
keeps them third in the 
Premier League, ought to 
have been more emphatic 
but it briefly looked as if  
they might not collect the 
three points at all when 
Newcastle took a surprise 
lead in the 12th minute.

Dwight Gayle chased 

down his own header and 
hurried Marcos Alonso into 
a back-pass which sold his 
keeper Thibaut Courtois 
short.

Seeking to prevent Ja-
cob Murphy nipping in 
to round him, Courtois 
was forced to dive at the 
Newcastle winger`s feet but 
succeeded only in pushing 
the ball back to Gayle, who 
stroked it into the empty 
net.

The Chelsea response 
was immediate. Twice they 
went close before inevitable 
equaliser finally arrived 
after 20 minutes. Alvaro 
Morata contested a high 
ball and it bounced off  him 
and dropped towards Haz-
ard, who controlled his half-
volley to perfection, driving 
the ball into the ground 

and bouncing it into the far 
corner of the net.

That goal settled any 
anxiety that had been float-
ing around Stamford Bridge 
and it came as no surprise 
when the home side took 
the lead just after the half-
hour.

Matt Ritchie`s clearing 
header was neither strong, 
nor decisive and fell straight 
to Victor Moses who quick-
ly drilled over a cross that 
Morata merely had to divert 
home with his head.

Danny Drinkwater, 
making only his second 
Chelsea start in the Premier 
League, was the next to go 
close with a shot which 
drifted away from the far 
post. The second half began 
as quietly as the first, with 
only a deflected Hazard 

Mumbai, Dec. 2 (PTI): 
The Indian Under-17 girls 
team has returned home 
after ending up fourth in 
the Youth Olympic Games 
Rugby Sevens Qualifiers 
held at Dubai Sports City, 
Dubai.

A total of  12 countries 
from across Asia, including 
Japan, Laos, Kazakhstan, 
Iran, Sri Lanka, Philippines, 
China, Thailand, Malay-
sia, India and hosts UAE, 
fought for top honours at 
the championships that con-
cluded in end-November.

Japan were crowned the 
champions of  the tourna-
ment after defeating China 
in a closely contested final, 
while Kazakhstan finished 
in third place, said a media 

release.
In the opening rounds, 

the Indian girls defeated 
Laos 27-0 in the first game, 
but in the second lost to 
eventual champions Japan 
0-50.

Having qualified for the 
second phase, the Indian 
girls started off  with a vic-
tory, defeating Hong Kong 
24-7. However, they lost 
their next two games against 
China and Kazakhstan 0-43 
and 5-22, respectively.

The team participated 
under the aegis of  the In-
dian Rugby Football Union 
(IRFU), the governing body 
for the sport in India, and 
was supported by Societe 
Generale, the financial part-
ner of Rugby India.

would provide half-volleys 
on the off-stump keeping 
the cover area vacant and 
skipper would gleefully 
punched it through the re-
gion.

When the off-side cor-
don was plugged, Gamage 
would bowl on the legs 
for him to tickle to fine leg 
boundary. With his military 
medium pace, when he 
tried to bounce Kohli, the 
skipper rocked back and 
pulled him through mid-
wicket.

Off-spinner Dilruwan 
Perera (1/97) was given a 
five- pronged leg-side field 
expecting that he would 
bowl classical off-breaks. 
He bowled straight with no 
protection on the off- side. 
And what did Kohli do? 
He simply used his supple 
wrists to get a boundary 
through the cover region 
and then hit a late cut for 
good measure.

Chinaman Lakshan 
Sandakan (2/110) could 
not find his length as he was 
easily negotiated by Kohli 
and Vijay.

Sandakan bowled a lot 
of  deliveries outside the 
leg-stump and could rarely 
draw the batsman forward.

Kohli's career-fastest 
Test half-century came off  
52 balls and in no time he 
matched Vijay s score with 
both racing towards three-
figure mark. Vijay reached 
his personal landmark - 
11th in longest version with 
a back-foot cover drive off  
chinaman Lakshan Sanda-

kan. He did a little celebra-
tory jig after that.

Kohli reached three fig-
ure mark in the post tea 
session off 110 balls also his 
fastest in the format.

While the home team 
scored runs at a fast clip 
at more than four runs per 
over, both Shikhar Dhawan 
(23) and Cheteshwar Pujara 
(23) would certainly rue the 
missed chance on one of  
the flattest decks on offer.

For Ajinkya Rahane 
(1), his nightmare against 
slow bowlers continued as 
Sandakan got him stumped 
towards close.

Earlier, Sri Lankan skip-
per Dinesh Chandimal was 
spot on in his assessment of  
the track as it was another 
typical low bounce batting 
paradise at Kotla, where 
Vijay made merry from the 
word go after Kohli rightly 
opted to bat.

Vijay started with a 
streaky four past gully off  
Suranga Lakmal followed 
by one off  his hips. In the 
next over from Gamage, 
there was a firm jab past 
the bowler that went to the 
boundary.

Vijay hit seven boundar-
ies during that first session.

Dhawan started with 
a cover drive and hit three 
more boundaries before 
he top edged a sweep shot 
off  Perera to be caught at 
deep backward square leg 
by Lakmal, who lost his 
footwear in the process. 
The wicket was Dilruwan s 
100th in Test cricket.

Churchill Brothers Coach 
and management and spe-
cially my family for sup-
porting me in everything’ 
said Kithan.  

In the match at Shil-
long, a goal each from Re-
deem Tlang and Samuel 
Kynshi helped Shillong La-
jong Football Club (SLFC) 
register their second consec-
utive win as they overcame 
Churchill Brothers FC Goa 

to get three points.
Visalie Mezhii is also 

in contention for I-League 
squad for Churchill Broth-
ers Sporting Club and also 
the youngest player in the 
squad.

The 18-year-old is the 
son of  Keviuchulie Me-
zhü, Pastor, Town Baptist 
Church, Medziphema and 
the second child of the five 
siblings and the only son.

Shillong, Dec. 2 (IANS): Redeem 
Tlang and Samuel J Lyngdoh Kynshi 
struck in either half  to give Lajong a 
2-0 victory over Churchill Brothers in 
their second I-League home fixture this 
football season.

Lajong leapfrogged Minerva Pun-
jab FC to grab the pole position having 
bagged all possible six points from two 
matches.

Both teams started playing offen-
sive football in the first half, attempting 
to score but the match took a rough 
turn for Churchill Brothers in the 
28th minute when Redeem Talang 

struck the target. After this, Lajong felt 
more comfortable with their situation 
whereas Churchill tried their best to 
come back but were not able to do so.

There was one yellow card for 
Lajong in the first half being shown to 
Daniel Odafin. The second yellow card 
was shown to Karthik Govindswamy 
of Churchill Brothers.

On the resumption, Churchill 
Brothers shited the gear in their pursuit 
of the elusive equaliser. Compared to 
the first half, the second half was more 
energetic and competitive. 

Contrary to the first half, Lajong 

were defensive in the first few minutes, 
preferring to secure their lead safely. 

Samuel J. Lyngdoh Kynshi came 
off  the bench, replacing Abdoulaye 
Koffi to score the second goal for La-
jong in the 72nd minute, thus giving 
them the upper hand over Churchill 
Brothers and killing off  any hope of  
coming back into the match. 

Churchill Brothers still fought on 
and launched themselves into an of-
fensive trying desperately to get back 
into the game, but were unable to do 
so. In the 82nd minute, Lajong's Novin 
Gurung received a yellow card.

shot raising excitement lev-
els among the crowd above 
the soporific.

That was until the 56th 
minute when the Belgian 
danced through the centre 
of  the Newcastle defence 
only to stumble just he ap-
proached Karl Darlow in 
the Newcastle goal.

At the other end, Ay-
oze Perez sent a bouncing 
shot just wide of  the post, 
his last act before being 
replaced by Isaac Hayden.

If  anyone was going 
to add to the scoreboard, 
however, it was going to be 
Hazard. Prepared to drift 
all over the pitch in search 
of the ball, he picked it up 
in his own half  after 69 
minutes and had Newcastle 
defenders backpedalling 
and afraid to tackle lest he 
skip his way past them.

A one-two with Drink-
water ended with the ball 
agonisingly out of  his 
reach. When his second 
goal came, it was from the 
penalty spot, impudently 
chipping the ball beyond 
Darlow after Ritchie had 
brought down Moses.

The Newcastle keeper 
exacted a revenge of  sorts 
moments later when he 
stuck out a hand to deny 
Hazard his hat-trick.

As if  in an act of mercy 
by Chelsea manager Anto-
nio Conte, that was Haz-
ards last contribution as he 
was replaced by Willian. 
Chelsea did not need him 
by then and may even have 
won more convincingly 
had Darlow not blocked 
Alonso`s goal-bound shot.


