
Angami Naga tribesmen perform on the first day of the Hornbill Festival at the Naga heritage village, 
Kisama, on Friday, December 1, 2017.
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President Ram Nath Kovind waves to crowd as he arrives to attend 
the opening ceremony of the Hornbill Festival at the Naga heritage 
village, Kisama on Friday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 28° 13°

Gangtok 18° 05°

Guwahati 26° 12°

Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 23° 10°

Shillong 18° 04°

Delhi 27° 09°

Kolkata 27° 14°

Chennai 30° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19.6° 8.6°
DIMAPUR 24.3° 14.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
The eighteenth edition of  
the Hornbill Festival began 
on Friday with the custom-
ary Naga war cry and yo-
delling echoing over the 
small hillock that hosts the 
annual 10-day cultural ex-
travaganza, the Naga herit-
age village Kisama. 

Governor PB Acharya, 
who was the chief  host 
of  the inaugural event on 
Dec. 1, soberly stated that 
the celebratory time also 
calls for a moment to in-
trospect achievements. Ac-
knowledging that the day 
also marks the anniversary 
of  Nagaland’s statehood, 
Acharya paid tributes to 
the founding fathers of  the 
state. He recalled the efforts 
that went into the creation 
of  Nagaland and to give 
its valiant people an own 
identity. 

Acharya expressed 
hope for an early settlement 
of  the Naga political issue. 
He iterated his appeal to 
the NSCN (K) to join the 
peace process to pave way 
to a final settlement of  the 
protracted Naga political 
issue.  

“Permanent solution 
should boost progress and 
development in the state. 
With our strong commu-
nity institutions and the 
spirit of  working together, 
I see hope for the future. I 
am sure, with the dedica-
tion and good wishes of  
everyone, we will be able to 
overcome all obstacles and 
create a vibrant, developed 
and a beautiful Nagaland 
in every way that the found-
ing fathers of  the state had 
dreamt of,” he said.

Also, pointing to cor-
ruption as an obstruction 
for development in any 
society, Governor Acharya 
emphasized on making 
Nagaland a corruption-free 

Dimapur, Dec. 01 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Urban Council 
Chairman Federation ( DUC-
CF) on Friday voiced out 
against the proposed trans-
fer of  Police Commissioner 
Limasunep Jamir citing that 
he has proved his mettle since 
taking charge as the top cop 
of  the district. 

"Dimapur Urban Council 
Chairman Federation ( DUC-
CF) expresses it's displeasure 
at the government for the pro-
posed transfer of  the Com-
missioner of  Police Dimapur. 
The proposed  transfer of  Shri 
Limasunep Jamir IPS within 
a year is totally uncalled for. 
Shri Jamir was brought in at 
the worst time of  law and 
order situation and he has 

proved his mantle[sic] in de-
livering goods," stated a press 
release from the federation of  
the Dimapur urban council 
chairmen. 

It stated that at a time 
when the present commis-
sioner had  'gained the expe-
rience' and built the trust and 
confidence of  the public and 
all organisations, transferring 
him only after a short stint 
will be a great loss for all. 

It stated that Dimapur be-
ing the commercial city with 
critical law and order situa-
tions to handle,  the law en-
forcing agency  needs a stable 
and an experienced commis-
sioner. 

While condemning the 
act of  the government as im-

mature and questionable it 
also stated that such shuffling 
and transfer at 'whims and 
fancy' before completion of  
minimum required term and 
also just before state elec-
tions, indicates the 'vested 
interest of  the ruling political 
party'.

"Sincere public officials 
must not be used as pawns 
in the dirty political game.  
Therefore, in the larger inter-
est of  the public, the Federa-
tion urge the government to 
immediately cancel the trans-
fer plan of  Shri Limasunep 
Jamir IPS and allow the 
Commissioner of  Police to 
complete the minimum req-
uisite term," the federation 
demanded. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Around 12,200 tourists—
domestic and foreign visi-
tors—attended the first day 
of  the 18th edition of  the 
10-day Hornbill Festival at 
Kisama.

According to Toka E 

Dimapur, Dec. 01 (EMN): The consultative 
meeting that was convened by the speaker of  
Nagaland Legislative Assembly under the ae-
gis of  Nagaland legislator's forum has been in-
definitely postponed. Through an official com-
muniqué the assembly secretariat informed the 
postponement on Friday and that the incon-
venience was regretted.

"I have been directed to inform all con-
cerned that the Nagaland Legislators' Forum 
Consultative Meeting with the Ex-Parliamen-
tarians, Civil Societies and Tribal Hohos on 
Naga Political Issue convened on 4th Decem-
ber, 2017 at RCEMPA, Jotsoma is postponed 
indefinitely," stated the Commissioner and 
Secretary Benjamin Newmai. 

Dimapur, Dec. 01 (EMN): The 
district sessions judge of  Mon 
has issued a judgement on Nov. 
30 convicting two persons to life 
imprisonment for committing 
the murder of  a taxi driver. 

The convicted persons, 
Ngampai and Nokong, were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for 
murdering a driver and attempt 
on the life of  the driver's assist-
ant in April 2015. The verdict 
was given by District Sessions 
Judge Neiko Kanuo on Thurs-

day after the crime was proven 
beyond reasonable doubt.

They had hired the taxi in 
Sonari in Assam on the pretext 
of  picking up the ailing mother 
of  one of  the perpetrators from 
Mon, stated Vito K Chishi, 
the assistant public prosecutor 
(APP). He stated that, 'On the 
way to Mon Tuimei and Phuk-
tong village,' the convicts shot 
the driver on the head and the 
assistant was shot on the right 
arm.  

The driver's assistant man-
aged to escape after a scuffle by 
biting one of  the aggressors. 

The same court also con-
victed another accused Pangyuh 
from a different case to undergo 
seven years rigorous imprison-
ment for raping a minor girl in 
2014. 

The APP also stated that un-
der the Mon District Court about 
90 accused were convicted since 
January 2017 for involvement in 
various criminal activities.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): Ex-
pressing ‘shock’ at Mokok-
chung town being featured 
in the list of  defaulters who 
have failed to pay power bills, 
the Mokokchung Town Lanur 
Telongjem (MTLT) has de-
manded explanation from the 
department concerned.

A press release from the 
MTLT on Friday claimed that 
the citizens of  Mokokchung 
town have been paying their 
due bills every month diligent-
ly. “In fact, those who cannot 
pay their electric bills on time, 

have to pay with a fine. Like-
wise, we have been demanding 
proper power supply in conso-
nance with our payment of  the 
bills.”

According to the MTLT, the 
‘publication of  all the wards 
under Mokokchung town’ in 
the list of  defaulters was ‘some-
what confusing, if  not interest-
ing’. As such, it asked the Pow-
er department and the Urban 
Electricity Management Board 
(UEMB) concerned to clarify 
the matter to the citizens of  
Mokokchung. 

“The MTLT stand is clear: 
the people of  Mokokchung 
town pay their bills regularly 
and therefore the people have a 
right to know how, where and 
when ‘our’ bills were utilized. 

“Be advised, this query is 
in public interest, where every 
electricity consumer in Mokok-
chung is a stakeholder here. 
Therefore, the Power depart-
ment and the UEMB (under 
Mokokchung town) should 
clarify about this issue at the 
earliest in the interest of  public 
peace,” it stated. 

Do what you can,  
with what you have, 

where you are.

~ Theodore Roosevelt

'President Kovind confident on settlement of Naga issue soon'

The state remains flightless due to unresolved political issues
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state in the line of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of  an India with 
‘progress for all.’ Acharya 
has stressed on the need to 
empower youth and wom-
en with education and em-
ployment to pave way for a 
better society. 

“We must remind our-
selves that empowerment 
of  women and equality, 
liberty and dignity are the 
sacred rights of  women. It 
is not a privilege that they 
should seek,” he added.  

The governor also ap-
pealed to the citizens of  
the state to exercise their 
democratic franchise judi-
ciously in the forthcoming 
assembly elections in 2018.

Also addressing the 
event was Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang. In his address 
as the host of  the event, Ze-
liang greeted the people as 
a commemoration of  state-
hood day. He expressed ap-
preciation to the president 

of  India for coming to at-
tending the inaugural pro-
gramme of the festival.

Zeliang mentioned that 
the ‘sad reality’ amid fes-
tivities was that the vexed 
Naga political issue re-
mains unresolved. He said: 
“For far too long, the full 
potential and growth of  
the state has been impeded 
by the unresolved issue of  
the Naga political struggle. 
We all feel this state of  af-
fairs should not be allowed 
to continue as it not only 
hampers the normal avoca-
tions of  peaceful citizens, 
but also stands in the way 
of  every aspect of  progres-
sive growth. As a multi-
tribal society, it is a fact that 
we face many challenges 
but when it comes to the 
resolution of  the seven dec-
ades old Naga political is-
sue, the people’s voice is for 
an inclusive, honourable 
and acceptable solution.” 

Zeliang has reminded 

that the people of  the state 
have already witnessed 20 
long years of  the peace 
process and two years 
more after the signing of  
the ‘framework agree-
ment.’ Acknowledging 
the dialogue between the 
government of  India and 
NSCN (IM) as well as the 
recent one with six Naga 
‘political groups,’ Zeliang 
said it was only due to the 
proactive role played by 
tribal ‘hohos’ and the Civil 
Society in their efforts to 
bring the different political 
groups together. 

“The fact that differ-
ent factions and armed 
groups have now come to-
gether seeking a solution is 
truly very encouraging. We 
therefore, consider this to 
be the most opportune time 
for the Nagas and the gov-
ernment of  India to resolve 
the seven decades old Naga 
political issue once and for 
all,” he said. He has ap-

pealed to President Kovind to carry 
forward the message to the centre the 
need to resolve the Naga issue before 
the ensuing state assembly elections.

Also, Zeliang highlighted that 
Nagaland being a landlocked state, 
road and air connectivity have to be 
strengthened to achieve physical inte-
gration with the mainland. For that, 
he urged the government of  India to 
be “sympathetic and understanding” 
in regard to providing the required 
road and air connectivity. This is an 

area where the state when left on its 
own ‘cannot achieve much,’ he said. 
While admitting that several road 
projects have been approved and 
corresponding work underway, he 
lamented that requests made to dif-
ferent airlines to have a flight to Delhi 
from Dimapur via Guwahati have 
failed to materialise. 

The chief  minister has welcomed 
visitors to the festival and hoped that 
they would take fond memories of  
the rich and vibrant culture of  the 

Nagas to the world.
Earlier, a village chief  from Tu-

ensang village, L Sangkumwongto 
Chang Naga, pronounced the tradi-
tional blessing for the festival.

Besides local, domestic and in-
ternational tourists, the inaugural 
function saw in attendance a host 
of  politicians including MP Lok 
Sabha Neiphiu Rio, Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Dr. Im-
tiwapang Aier, and legislators and 
bureaucrats.

Tuccumi, tourist officer, 
statistical-in-charge, the 
first day saw 273 foreign 
tourists, 2,105 domestic 
and 9,822 “local” visitors 
from Nagaland.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Tuccumi said that the 
number of  foreign tourists 
have doubled in compari-
son to the previous years’ 
while the number of  “lo-
cal” visitors have drastically 
decreased. He maintained 
that the total number of  
tourists and visitors might 

be ‘higher as many arrived 
at the venue in cars with 
passes and could not be 
counted at the gate.’ The 
counting, he informed, was 
tallied with the number of  
tickets sold at the gate. 

Hornbill Festival, also 
‘festival of  festivals,’ is be-
ing organised by the Na-
galand government since 
2000 showcases Naga-
land’s cultural heritage in 
all its diversity and gran-
deur.

The festival is one event 

where both tourists and 
visitors get the opportunity 
to witness the rich cultural 
heritage of  all the 17 tribes 
of  the state. 

According to a handout 
from the Tourism depart-
ment, the event has grown 
in stature and scale over 
the years which has now 
become a unique platform 
for tourist to witness cul-
tural diversity not only of  
the Nagas, but of  the Seven 
Sister states of  Northeast 
India as well.

Kohima Bureau
Kisama, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
The president of India, 
Ram Nath Kovind, has on 
Friday said that Nagaland 
was on the edge of ‘making 
history’—solution to the 
long-running Naga political 
issue is ‘imminent.’

“The past half-centu-
ry has been one of both 
achievements and difficul-
ties for Nagaland. The peo-
ple of the state have come 
through many trials, but 
their essential talent and 
wisdom, and their essen-
tial goodness, has been so 
apparent.... After years of  
insurgency, there is hope,” 
President Kovind said. He 
inaugurated the Hornbill 
Festival on Dec. 1.

Acknowledging that 
there was opportunity for 
lasting peace, particularly 
with the support of the 
people of the state, the civil 
society institutions and all 
stakeholders, Kovind laud-
ed the Naga groups for hav-
ing come this far. 

“I am confident that a 
final agreement – one that 
is fair to all and meets the 
expectations and aspira-
tions of all – will be reached 
soon,” the President stated.

Mentioning the present 
‘opposition-less’ govern-
ment in Nagaland, he ob-
served it to be a unique situ-
ation which offers a chance 
to resolve long-standing 
political problems, bring 
lasting peace and accelerate 
the process of development 
also; create jobs and oppor-
tunities.

“Nagaland deserves 
this; all of you deserve it 
– and the young people of  
the state deserve it,” he as-
serted.

Kovind remarked also 
that the state has great po-
tential and that the key to 
Nagaland’s development 
was infrastructure and con-
nectivity: they will link the 
state to new markets both in 

India and abroad. He said 
that it was one of the key 
goals of the government of  
India’s Act East Policy and 
its thrust for connectivity in 
the states of the Northeast 
including Nagaland.

Pointing out that Naga-
land has ‘so much to offer,’ 
the president said emphasis 
must be given to organic 
farm produce, flowers and 
fruits; rare medicinal plants 
and herbs etc., which he 
said can contribute to the 
state’s economy and the 
country’s. 

“And I cannot forget 
to mention Naga jolokia, 
called ‘king chilli’ locally. 
This is one of the hottest 
chilli peppers of the world. 
We need to bottle it into one 
of the hottest selling sauces 
of the world,” Kovind add-
ed.

The president has ac-
knowledged the feats of  
young achievers from Na-
galand as well and has said 
that the youth of Nagaland 
were the ‘pride of the coun-
try.’ 

“I see in them a quest 
and an aspiration to excel 
and be the best. They are 
the true legatees of Dr T. 
Ao, the doctor-sportsperson 
who was the first captain of  
our national football team 
after Independence, lead-
ing the team in the London 
Olympics of 1948,” Kovind 
said. He mentioned that 
Naga girl Chiewelou Thele 
was adjudged the best train-
ee commando in her batch 
of police officers of Delhi 
Police and became the 
'poster girl' for Delhi Police 
this year. 

“As Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed 
Forces, I must say I am im-
mensely proud of our Naga 
soldiers and officers. They 
are among the best we have. 
They have done the country 
great service,” the president 
said.

“Our country is making 

great strides in every area - 
business, trade, education 
and culture. We are among 
the world’s fastest growing 
economies. We are also a di-
verse nation. Our linguistic, 
ethnic, religious and geo-
graphical variety makes In-
dia special – and that is our 
biggest strength. It is an ex-
citing time to be an Indian. 
And it is an exciting time to 
be a Naga. Nagaland and 
the Northeast are central to 
the India story. Without the 
development of Nagaland, 
the development of India 
will be incomplete,” Kovind 
added.

The president has ex-
pressed happiness that his 
first visit to Nagaland after 
having taken over as the 
president of India coincid-
ed with what has become 
a flagship tourism event for 
the state and for the entire 

country.
“Nagaland is truly en-

chanting. Anybody who 
comes here would not want 
to leave in a hurry. And I 
would urge tourists com-
ing to this festival to pur-
chase and take back with 
them some of the beauti-
ful shawls that this state 
is so famous for,” he said, 
mentioning that every tribe 
and community has skilled 
weavers who specialise in 
different styles of shawls. 

“In a time of machine-
made products, Nagaland 
should justifiably be proud 
of such traditional, hand-
woven shawls. They must 
reach a much wider mar-
ket,” he added.

The president has greet-
ed the people of Nagaland 
on the occasion of State-
hood Day and has wished 
them the best.
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People holding placards during the walkathon in Kohima on Friday.
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Kohima, Dec 1. (EMN): Former 
Chief Secretary, Alemtemshi Jamir has 
encouraged the PLHIVs to celebrate 
life rather than feeling guilty for been 
infected with the disease.

Speaking at the World AIDS Day 
programme at LCS building on Dec. 
1, Jamir told a section of PLHIVs to 
be pro-active in order to make their 
voices heard.

“PLHIVs are being marginalised 
because you don’t face the challenges 
together. Make a louder noise with 
a bigger crowd, that way your voices 
would be heard,” Jamir said suggest-
ing that “World AIDS Day should be 
observed in a bigger manner.”

The former chief  secretary re-
garded HIV/AIDS as a disease which 
has sprung up because of social change 
and behavioural change.

“HIV/AIDS is a bi-product of  
social growth. This is a disease of  
man’s own creation. The society is 
at fault and not the individual. So do 
not feel guilty, but face the challenges 
together,” Jamir remarked.

“AIDS is an important subject, but 
the whole subject has become compla-
cent over the years,” he said adding 
that dreaded disease such as this will 
occur more in the near future.

N-NagaDAO president Abou 
Mere hit out at NSACS for failing on 
its part by suppressing the voice of  
PLHIVs.

“NSACS is only serving New 
Delhi and not serving our people, par-
ticularly the PLHIVs,” Mere said add-
ing “NSACS staff are paid to support 
and serve us, but they are suppressing 
the voice of the community.”

“The NGOs are not aware of  
what is happening in the ground level. 
Without consulting us, they (NGOs) 
are developing their own action plan,” 
he said mentioning that the real action 
plan will arrive only by sitting together. 
“There should be meaningful involve-
ment of people,” he added.

 “If  we are to achieve zero infec-
tion, zero discrimination and AIDS 
related deaths, then we have to work 
together. It is more important to own 
HIV/AIDS programme, rather than 

owning the project,” he stated.
Speaking on behalf  of  Nagaland 

User’s Network, Ketholelie regretted 
that the PLHIVs, on many occasions, 
have been denied the basic human 
rights.

“I do not know why AIDS is asso-
ciated with stigma and discrimination, 
when other diseases are not. Though a 
Christian state, we have failed in many 
areas when it comes to HIV/AIDS,” 
he said adding that “the right to health 
cannot be denied just because of his/
her HIV status.”

Mentioning that the infection rate 
is increasing in the State, he also under-
lined the need for a positive response to 
tackle this with a planned strategy.

“How best have we strategised on 
AIDS response,” he said and went on 
mention that the remote and far flung 
areas still do not have a clear concept 
of  HIV/AIDS. Lamenting that the 
resources for AIDS are draining, he 
called for the urgent need to let the 
state perform.

Lanu spoke on behalf  of NNP+, 
while Moasungla shared her experi-
ences on behalf of KNP+.

AIDS walk 
Joining with the rest of the world, 

the Nagaland State Aids Control So-
ciety (NSACS) observed the World 
AIDS Day by organising a ‘Walkathon’ 
under the theme ‘Right to Health: My 
health My right’. 

The walkathon was flagged off by 
commissioner & secretary of  Health 
and Family Welfare, R Ramakrishnan, 
at Old MLA Hostel junction, which 
culminated at High School junction, 
Peraciezie, Kohima.

Some of the placards read: ‘Preven-
tion better than cure. Especially when 
something has no cure’, ‘Zero: Igno-
rance, Risks. New cases. Deaths’ and 
‘Life now. Yes life. No HIV’ etc.

During the flagged off programme, 
Ramakrishnan expressed concern that 
Nagaland AIDS ratio is higher than 
the national ratio, which can be con-
trolled through the joint efforts of the 
community by spreading awareness. 

He also emphasised on the need for 
a behavioural and attitudinal change 
of  the people in controlling and the 
spread of AIDS.

Highlighting the significance of  
the day, project director NSACS, 
Dr.  Nangshimeren said the primary 
objective is to create awareness to 
fight against HIV/AIDS and to show 
solidarity to those who lost their lives. 
He also urged the people to get rid of  
the ‘prejudice, stigma and all forms 
of discrimination’ against those living 
with HIV/AIDS.

Dr.  Nangshimeren also informed 
that as per the data from WHO 1 mil-
lion people have lost their lives through 
HIV/AIDS while 1.8 million are in-
fected through HIV in the last year. 

The walkathon saw the participa-
tion of  people from various sections 
of people including Red Ribbon club 
from school and colleges, Assam Ri-
fle, churches, project 72, Vihaan and 
NNP+. 
Dimapur PLHIV faces shortage of 

ART medicines
Dimapur: “Even with the obvious 
position of  HIV cases in the district, 
Dimapur PLHIV continues to face 
challenges of shortage of ART medi-
cines, provision for opportunistic infec-
tion medicines, viral load machine and 
the malfunction of  CD4 machine.” 
This concern was shared by PLHIV 
Awala on behalf of the community on 
the occasion of World AIDS Day. She 
also appealed to the concerned with 
authority to look into the challenges 
faced by them so that they receive treat-
ment regularly.

The day was observed under the 
theme “Right to Health-My Health, 
My Right,” organised by District 
AIDS Prevention and Control Unit 
(DAPCU) in collaboration with TI 
NGOs and Rotary Club Dimapur.

Dimapur district continues to 
record the highest HIV positive cases in 
the state with 8514 people living with 
HIV and 524 tested positive in a short 
span of six months (April-Sept 2017). 
This statistic was presented by Medi-
cal Officer, ART plus centre Dimapur 
Dr. Mulusen Jamir on the occasion 
of World AIDS Day observed in Di-
mapur at Christian Higher Secondary 
School Dimapur on Friday.

Chief  Medical Officer, Dimapur 
Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi, the guest speak-
er reminded the gathering that the day 

is being observed because of  human 
carelessness. He therefore called on 
the gathering to prepare for the future 
by being responsible.

“We are still careless with the con-
tinuous alarming figure. But we do not 
have to be scared but be responsible”, 
conveyed the CMO. 

Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo women 
ministry conveying their commitment 
and solidarity asserted that the church-
es have to face challenges and this will 
be determined by the response to help 
and reach out. DABA is committed in 
the fight against HIV by sponsoring 
missionary counsellor, said the church 
ministry.

Also Rotary Club affirmed that the 
club will do anything in their limits 
to control the menace in Dimapur 
district.  
Mokokchung: The People Living with 
HIV/AIDS (PLHA) in Mokokchung 
observed the World AIDS Day on the 
theme “Right to Health-My Health, 
My Right,” at NMP+ office on Fri-
day. The programme was organised 
by DAPCU, NMP+, ARTC, CCC, 
C&SS, Guardian Angel and MUN.

Speaking at the programme, 
Deputy Chief  Medical Officer of  
Mokokchung, Dr. Kepang informed 
that between April-October this year 
8378 people were tested for HIV of  
out which 79 persons were reported 
to be positive. The figures show ap-
proximately 11 positive cases are been 
detected per month in Mokokchung 
district’s population of 1, 33,000 peo-
ple, he added.

Pointing out that HIV/AIDS has 
become a pandemic outbreak in the 
district, Dr. Kepang stressed on the 
need to raise funds and spread inten-
sive awareness to the people to fight 
against prejudice, discrimination and 
stigma against PLHA in the society.

Pastor of  Tzusapang Baptist 
Church, W Supong in his short sermon 
said “for many HIV might be a curse 
but we should realise that God has 
chosen them to be a part of his eternal 
plan, therefore, they should not be dis-
heartened but walk in his righteousness 
and fulfil his eternal plan.”
Phek: The DAPCU Phek  along with 
PNP+ and Eureka Life Foundation 

(ELF) observed World AIDS Day 
at Phek Town Council Hall with the 
participation of  DAPCU staff, OST, 
FI-ART, ELF, PNP+, CMO staff, 
teachers and students from Royal 
Foundation School, Phek, Red Ribbon 
Club from Phek Government College, 
public and church leaders.

Speaking on the occasion, the Dep-
uty Commissioner Shanavas urged the 
gathering to remember and show care 
and support to PLHIV throughout the 
year. He resented that stigma and dis-
crimination still persisted in the society, 
which reduce the quality of personal 
life. Citing upon the unconditional love 
of God, he also urged the gathering to 
be Christ-like. 

He has termed the administration, 
church and public leaders, and teach-
ers as key agents who could bring 
change to the society. He also urged 
the students to spread the truth about 
HIV/AIDS. He believed that knowing 
the real truth about HIV/AIDS would 
reduce stigma and discrimination. All 
stakeholders were also urged to unite in 
fighting against HIV epidemics.

President PNP+ Mese Letro, 
shared his life experiences as a PLHIV. 
He asked the gathering to extend care 
and support to all PLHIVs and also to 
consider PLHIV a friend and live in 
harmony.

DIS DAPCU Phek Hierhotho Ka-
jiri, who shared on the significance of  
the day, stressed that simply observing 
the day would be incomplete without 
bringing any positive change in the 
society. He added that detection rate in 
the district has reduced as compared to 
previous years. 
Mon: Mon district observed the World 
AIDs Day at District Hospital, Mon, 
on the theme ‘Right to health’ on 
December 1.

Stating that Nagaland ranked 
fourth in HIV/AIDS infection rate 
in the country, special guest, Deputy 
Commissioner, Mon Thavaseelan 
K said it should be the responsibility 
of  every individual to take care and 
help the HIV/AIDS patients in the 
state and district in particular. He said 
the only possible way to check and 
control HIV/AIDS is awareness and 
prevention. He added that treatments 

are available to increase life span of  
the patients.

Miss Mon 2016 and District Icon 
Lemei K spoke on the topic ‘I Care.’ 
She encouraged the gathering to show 
love and respect to those affected with 
the virus. She also encouraged letting 
those patients find hope and aspiration 
from our conducts. 

District & Session Judge, Mon 
Neiko Kanou said deprivation of prop-
er medical treatment would amount 
to deprivation of legal rights under the 
constitution of  India. He said every 
individual has the rights to equality and 
right to enjoy the beauty of this world. 
Stating that HIV/AIDS would destroy 
everyone, he urged the gathering to 
spread the awareness.

Dr. Ngampa also spoke on HIV 
prevention and care, while Longyim 
Tsudir, DPO, DAPCU, delivered the 
keynote address. 
Tuensang: Tuensang district observed 
the 30th International World AIDS 
Day on Dec. 1 under the theme “Right 
to Health’’ at GHSS Auditorium 
Tuensang.

The programme was organized by 
District AIDs Prevention & Control 
Unit (DAPCU) and DLN Tuensang. 

A short speech was delivered by 
Dy. CMO Dr.Temsu Longchar and 
district scenario was presented by DIS 
DAPCU K Tunyuh.

Positive voice was shared by Apila 
Sangtam and a special prayer for PL-
HIV’s was pronounced by Abemo T 
Humtsoe, Pastor Lotha Baptist Church 
while vote of thanks was delivered by 
Programme Coordinator VIHAAN 
Chollen.
BTC: The Red Ribbon club of  Bap-
tist Theological College Pfutsero in 
collaboration with Lightway Society, 
Pfutsero, organised a seminar on HIV 
& AIDS in commemoration of  the 
World AIDS Day on Friday. 

Resource person, Program Co-
ordinator, North East Network, Chiza-
mi, Kozou Lasuh informed and en-
lightened on the alarming facts of the 
epidemic and stigma associated with 
HIV/AIDS. 

Poster competition was also or-
ganised on the theme ‘Stigma on HIV 
& AIDS.”

Dimapur, Dec. 01 (EMN): 
The six villages affected 
landowners namely Iim-
la, Dhansiripar, Razaphe 
Basa, Zutovi, Sokhuvi, and 
Khemnok have threatened 
to continue the indefinite 
stoppage of  the ongoing 
rail project works. 

“We have no other way 
but to continue with the  
stoppage of  work indefi-

nitely for the insult and 
step motherly treatment 
meted out to the  benefi-
ciaries of  our six villages 
by giving the rate which 
is neither of  cabinet or 
SLAA but the lowest rate 
for the most developed 
village land,” the release 
stated.

In a joint statement, 
GB Pimla Dohoi Sema, 

GB Dhansiripar Dejiraj 
Girisa, Chairman Raza-
phe Basa K K Rio, GB 
Zutovi Victo Sema, GB 
Sokhuvi Vekuto, and GB 
Khemnok P Shingyu Khi-
amnungan stated that the 
indefinite stoppage of  on-
going rail project works in 
the six villages continued 
and one month has been 
completed on Nov. 31 but 

the imbroglio remained 
unsolved and the author-
ity remains unmoved on 
the issue. 

“If  the rate approved by 
the cabinet for Chumuke-
dima area up-to 18.400 km 
is not to be applied in our 
six villages, the rate fixed 
by SLAA for Kohima dis-
trict must be applied,” the 
release stated.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): The NSCN/ 
GPRN (R) has appointed N Mansham 
Naga, of Nyassa village, Konyak region, as 
personal secretary to president in the larger 
interest of all. 

The MIP NSCN/GPRN (R) informed 
that the appointment was made on Dec. 
21 2016.   

The NSCN/GPRN (R) stated that N 
Mansham Naga, completed his BA from 
Japfu Christian College, Kohima and 
acquired his Master Degree (Sociology) 
from Mahatma Gandhi University Shillong 

Meghalaya in 2014.   He served at various 
students and youth organisation including, 
special secretary to the president NPF Mon 
division central office.  

NSCN/GPRN (R) expressed that 
his joining in the national service has set 
an instance for the people of  Konyaks in 
particular and Nagas youths in general and 
his contribution in the government will be 
benefited.

Further, the NSCN/GPRN (R) wished 
him good health and success all his assign 
work in his future endeavour.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
The Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) has vehemently con-
demned the unacceptable 
behaviour meted out on Dr. 
Angukato, “who was tied 
and beaten up by a group of  
miyas at Pudumpukhri Di-
mapur on Nov. 30 night.” 

Expressing grave con-
cern over the incident, 
NCD stated that such seri-
ous crime being committed 
in one’s own city by non-
Nagas is gruesome and 
shocking.

The NCD also said the 
council is alarmed witness-
ing Dimapur becoming 
as prime city for criminal 
minded from outside the 
state to carry out their crimi-
nal activities. The NCD 
underscored the complete 
lack of safety even in one’s 
homes and streets. 

The NCD appealed 
the law enforcing bodies 
to leave no stone unturned 
in arresting the remaining 
culprit(s) at the earliest and 
award befitting punishment 
to the accused as per the law 
and deliver Justice to the 
injured family and denizens 
of Dimapur.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
The Election Commis-
sion of  Dimapur Sumi 
Students’ Union (DSSU) 
has announced the general 
election of  DSSU office 
bearers and assembly or-
gans for the tenure 2017-
2019. Interested candidates 
from bonafide Sumi stu-
dents’ under DSSU units 

and sub-units who fulfills 
the criteria laid down in 
the DSSU constitution may 
obtain nomination paper 
from election commission 
and submit on the notified 
date as scheduled. Issue of  
nomination paper-Dec. 2 
from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.; 
submission of  nomina-
tion paper-Dec. 3 from 1 

to 3:30 p.m.; scrutiny of  
nomination paper-Dec. 
4 from 10to 11:30; and 
withdrawal of  nomination 
paper-Dec. 4 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. followed by 
declaration of  candidates, 
polling and declaration of  
result. The election process 
shall be conducted at un-
ion’s banker residence.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Director Animal Husband-
ry & Veterinary Services 
Nagaland, Dr. IP Khala on 
Nov. 30 inaugurated the 
poultry farm at Old DVO 
office, South Point (W),  
Zunheboto as the chief  
guest.

The chief  guest in his 
speech said the focus and 
objectives should be on the 
chicks rearing farming and 
not on the building, many 
of  the projects in Nagaland 
fail because the focus is on 
the buildings forgetting for 
what purpose it is for. He 

lauded the idea of  starting 
this chicks rearing at DVO 
Zunheboto. 

The rearing farming 
will be started with 500 
chicks, the capacity of  the 
farm is around 2000 chicks 
and that it will be given to 
the farmers of  Zunheboto 

district, the director said. 
Earlier the chief  guest 

unveiled the monolith. 
Short speeches were deliv-
ered by GB South Point 
(W) Zunheboto Khuvishe 
Zhimo and pres ident 
VFAA Zunheboto Hek-
ishe Kiho.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): High Court Bar Association (HCBA) Kohima has elected 
new team of  office bearers for the tenure 2017-2019, led by Ashipri Zho as president, 
Nchum Mozhui and lmti Longjem as vice presidents, Kekhriengulie Theünuo as general 
secretary, Joshua Sheqi as joint secretary,  Umawapang Longkumer as finance secretary, 
Seyiekuonuo Mere as treasurer, R lralu,  CT Jamir, Kakheto Serna, and Taka Masa as 
executive committee members.

tion; key communicators 
– identification and their 
role in agricultural devel-
opment; verbal, non verbal 
and written communica-
tion and communication 
constraints faced at field 
level – discussion and way 
forward. 

During the exposure vis-
it to Molvum village under 

Medziphema block, trainees 
interacted with the farmers. 
The trainees were also given 
hands on exercise and group 
presentations were delivered 
by the participants.

Feedback on the training 
was given by participants 
from all the districts. 

In a valedictory address, 
special guest Dr. Watimong-

la Jamir, vice principal, IETC 
& in-charge Bio Chemistry 
Lab Medziphema, congratu-
lated the trainees on the 
successful completion of the 
training and encouraged the 
trainees to take forward the 
learned skills and utilised it 
practically for transferring 
technologies to the farming 
community.

Alemtemshi Jamir speaking 
at the World AIDS Day 
programme in Kohima.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Realising that technical skills 
alone are not sufficient to 
make a good extension, of-
ficers of  State Agricultural 
Management and Extension 
Training Institute (SAMETI) 
organised a two days train-
ers’ training programme on 
“communication skills for 
effective extension delivery” 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 1 for 
ATMA assistant technology 
managers. 

The training programme 
was organised in order to 
improve the communication 
and extension skills of  the 
functionaries and to assist 
them to teach and pass on 
the skills to farmers.

Resource persons for 
the training were deputy 
project director, SAMETI, 
Dr. Ithika C Swu and deputy 
project director, Tiajungla 
Longchar. 

The training began with 
ice breaking session and 
workshop expectations. 
Topics covered during the 
training included concept, 
Meaning, process and fac-
tors affecting communica-
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Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) Zone-II, Dr. KPA Ilyas along with the YSUD officials after the inauguration of 
night carnival at Naga Shopping Arcade on December 1.

MLA Jacob Zhimomi along with other dignitaries at the inauguration of new school 
building of Government Higher Secondary School in Niuland on November 30.

Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu seen along with visitors and staff of Nagaland House, New Delhi, on the occasion of statehood day on December 1.

Parliamentary secretary of information and public relations and SIRD, Imtikumzuk at the 
Hornbill International Photo Fest (HIPFEST) 2017 at Heritage Village, Kisama, on December 1.

Secretary of tourism, Angau I Thou, inaugurating the Craftscape, a portfolio on Naga craft 
traditions, on December 1 at Kisama.

Parliamentary secretary of animal husbandry and animal services, S Chuba Longkumer, flagging 
off the horse and pony cart transportation service at the ongoing Hornbill festival.

State

CM inaugurates hortiscape

Artists Corner draws massive attraction 

Hornbill photo fest begins Craftscape inaugurated at Kisama

MLA flags off horse and pony ride

TUCT reaffirms earlier resolutions Shurhozelie observes statehood day in Delhi

YSUD night carnival begins TASU destroys seized 
contraband items

MLA insists on quality education for growth of society

Hornbill Festival begins with funfare at Kisama

EM Images

Parliamentary secretary of industries and commerce, Amenba Yaden, at the exhibition cum 
sale of handloom and handicrafts product at bamboo pavilion in at Kisama on December 1.

Amenba inaugurates bamboo pavilion 

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): Parlia-
mentary secretary Amenba Yaden 
has inaugurated the crafts bazaar 
jointly organised by the Directorate 
of  Industries and Commerce and 
NHHDC Ltd at the Bamboo Pavilion 
in Kisama, the venue of  the ongoing 
Hornbill Festival which began on 
December 1.

The pavilion is being funded by 
the office of  the Deputy Commis-
sioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of  
Textiles, Government of  India.

The craft bazaar has 103 stalls 
opened by local entrepreneurs and 

five stalls from other neighbouring 
states. Some prominent stalls includ-
ed Chum Chum’s Bakers (Kohima), 
Smokey Joes Restaurant and Grill 
(Dimapur), My Bamboo Story (Ko-
hima) by the Youth Net, etc.

Under the banner of  the Bam-
boo Story, a team from St. Joseph 
College, participating in the Youth 
Net’s intercollegiate entrepreneur-
ship competition, have set up a stall 
selling indigenous goods and crafts 
and one interesting item being sold 
is the locally made boom box made 
of  bamboo.

Hornbill International Photo Fest 
(HIPFEST) 2017, a photography and 
art festival/exhibition, was inaugu-
rated by the parliamentary secretary 
of  information and public relations 
and SIRD, Imtikumzuk, at Heritage 
village, Kisama. HIPFEST is being 
jointly organised by the department 
of  information and public relations 
and eastern art council, supported by 
the department of  tourism. 

HIPFEST features various aspects 
of  photography such as acrylic/oil 
painting, sketching, sculpture and 
photos. 

This year’s HIPFEST features a 
special art exhibition on watercol-
our and pencil on paper by Heather 
Laytons, senior lecturer of  art in the 
Department of  Art & Art History at 
the University of  Rochester, who has 
a vast experience as an interdiscipli-
nary artist. 

Some of  the artists who have 
put up their art works for sale are 
Moanungsang, Asang, Sentiyanger, 
Toshi, Atsung Longchar, Neiphrezo 
and Bendangtoshi Lemtur. It also 

included a new form of  modern art 
(Mount Crafting Design) by David 
Keneingutuo Sorunuo, 3D Modern 
Art by Akup and sculptures by T 
Meren Imsong.

Altogether 45 participants are tak-
ing part in the photography contest 
on the theme ‘Colours of  Nagaland,’ 
of  which nine participants are in the 
children’s category (13 years and be-
low). The judges for the competition 
are Heather Layton and acclaimed 
Naga photographers, Rokovor Vi-
hienuo, and Merimvu Doulo. 

Another feature of  the HIPFEST 
is the Glocal Film Fest to be held at 
‘The Heritage’ on 5th and 6th Decem-
ber, 2017 from 3:00 pm to 7:00pm, 
featuring short films from North 
America and Nagaland. 

The HIPFEST exhibition would 
be opened from 10:30 am to 4 pm 
throughout the festival. The coordi-
nator of  the event, M Ababe Ezung 
informed that the results and prize 
distribution of  the photography con-
test would be declared on December 7 
and December 10 respectively.

Craftscape, a portfolio on Naga craft 
traditions, was inaugurated by the 
secretary of  tourism, Angau I Thou, 
on December 1 at Kisama. The 
Craftscape is being organised by the 
Tribal Weave in collaboration with 
the department of  tourism and art 
and culture department.

Inaugurating the Craftscape, the 
chief  guest encouraged the partici-
pants to continue improving the cul-
ture and traditions of  the Nagas.

The exhibition presented land-
mark distributions of  tribal craft 
specialties by skilled artisans who 
embarked on dignified livelihoods 
in keeping alive the intangible herit-

age. The exhibits represented use of  
rudimentary tools and bare hands, 
dexterously hand crafted cane and 
bamboo basketry, woodcraft, metal 
work, beadworks and pottery, giving 
shape from past to the present.   

The craft items displayed at the 
stalls were Anghya Nyekok (The 
queen’s bag), Thevora (nettle shawl), 
pottery of  Runguzu Nasa village, 
metal craft (a Konyak Naga gun-
smith), Rakdi (head gear), Henachi 
Tei (banana necklace), traditional 
earrings, Nyek (beaded necklace), 
cotton processing in the Naga textile 
grammar, Khiamniugan traditional 
headgear.

State chief minister, TR Zeliang, inau-
gurated the floral gallery and farmer’s 
mela at Hortiscape at Naga Heritage 
Village, Kisama, on December 1. Farm-
ers from 11 districts are participating in 
the exhibition cum sale of  flowers, 
fruits, vegetables and spices. Different 
associations, Self Help Groups (SHGs), 
and flowers growers from within and 
outside the State are exhibiting locally 
grown and horticulture products which 
are also put up on sale.

In the flower exhibition section, 
various followers were put on display 
such as annuals, biennials, perenni-
als, orchids (hybrids & indigenous), 
cactus, succulents, bonsais, and flower 
arrangement (dry and fresh) etc. In the 
fruit and vegetable section, varieties 
of indigenous and organic vegetables 
and fruits such as oranges, pumpkins, 
chilies, yam, pineapples, banana, lime 
and lemon, papaya etc are on display.

Selected judges would determine 
winners in the flowers category  of  
ferns & foliage, cacti & succulents, 

indigenous foliage & flowers, bulbs & 
tubers, orchids (indigenous & hybrid) 
bonsai, perennials, annuals & bienni-
als, flower arrangement (fresh) flower 
arrangements (dry). Similarly, selected 
judges would determine the winners 
in the fruit and vegetables including 
oranges, peneapples, banana, kiwi, 
lime & lemon, papaya, guava, cab-
bage, cauliflower, cucurbits, broccoli, 
leafy vegetables,  carrot, reddish, Naga 
mircha, large cardamom, ginger, tur-
meric, garlic, leek and tree tomato. 

The judges of the exhibition cum 
sale of  flowers and vegetables were 
Arnvind Singh, Research officer CIH 
Medziphema; Additional Secretary 
of Husbandry and Veterinary Science; 
Temsunaro Aier, Associate Prof SAS-
RD; Dr. Rokolhu Keditsu, Secretary of  
Forest; Imtienla; Limawati Ao, Direc-
tor of  IPR; Bendanglila, JDA Agri; 
Associate Prof, CS Maiti and Hoto 
Yeptho, Director of  Land Resource 
Development. Prize distribution would 
be held on December 4 at Hortiscape. 

Various art works, painting and sculp-
tors are put up on display at the Art-
ists Corner at the ongoing Hornbill 
festival which began on December 1.

As many as twenty (20) artists are 
participating with about one hundred 
art works for the exhibition which 
were put up on sale. Promotion of  
visual art, portrait, cartoon, sketch, 
drawing etc and spot painting compe-
tition for students would be the main 
highlights of  the ten-day long festival 
at Kisama.

Art & Culture department official 
informed that a painting competition 

has been arranged on December 8 
on the theme of  clean election cam-
paign. 

Art executive from Art & Culture 
department, Yanger Ozukum, who 
himself  is an artist, is enthusiastically 
taking care at the exhibition. His art 
works were also put up on display. He 
has requested the public to visit the 
artist corner and buy the art pieces so 
as to encourage the participants.

The art exhibition is being organ-
ised by the Art & Culture department 
in coordination with the Nagaland 
Art society.
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Dimapur, Dec. 1: A 20-day night carnival of  
the Yimchungru Students’ Union Dimapur 
(YSUD) began on December 1 at Naga Shop-
ping Arcade, opposite Sato Gas Agency. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police, Dimapur, 
Zone-II and chief  guest, Dr. KPA Ilyas, ap-
pealed to the elders and leaders to speak to the 
youth about the “beauty and fine legacy” of  
the Nagas. While observing that many young 
people from other districts get into the influ-
ence of  alcohol and other habits after coming 
to Dimapur, he urged the leaders to give prior-
ity and guide them in the right path.

Ilyas also encouraged the gathering not to 

be disheartened by the present condition of  
the state but to look deeper into the quality 
of  human being present in Nagaland society 
which according to him is at par with the rest 
of  the world.

“The dignity, languages spoken and the 
skill and talent in Nagaland are not small qual-
ities to be set aside,” he said adding that the 
talent and skills would be spotted and placed 
at the highest level of  any organisations.

Convenor, L Shahoto said that the main 
objective of  the carnival was to motivate the 
youth who are not only unemployed but also 
for the employed youngsters to showcase their 
talents.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): Tribal 
Union Chümoukedima Town 
(TUCT) has reiterated to imple-
ment the ten point resolutions 
which was adopted during the 
mass public rally on October 5 
against the menace of  Illegal 
Bangladeshi Immigrants (IBIs) 
and also not to entertain any 
kind of  demands and taxation 
at any cost during the festive 
season.

The resolution to this effect 
was taken during its executive 
meeting held on November 
19 at Chakhroma Public Or-
ganisation hall. The meeting 
was attended by chairman of  
Chümoukedima village council 
along with his colleagues, the 
11 Ward GBs headed by Head 
GB of  Chümoukedima town, 
tribal unit presidents and general 
secretaries.

On the issue of  IBIs, the 
house resolved to endorse a copy 

of  the said resolution to all the 
concerned members and author-
ity for strict implementation and 
adherence. 

The house also resolved not 
to entertain any kind of  de-
mands and taxation at any cost 
during the festive season in the 
name of  national workers basing 
on its unanimously decision on 
“One Government One Tax.” 
TUCT has warned of  action as 
deemed fit and proper against 
any elements trying to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere within 
its jurisdiction.

In regards to the forthcoming 
State general election, the house 
unanimously resolved to restrain 
its citizen of  the aged old habit 
of  asking and accepting cash 
from the candidates during elec-
tion and accordingly implement 
clean election called by NBCC. 

The house also resolved to 
strictly enforce the ban on sale 

of  liquor/alcohol and drug ped-
dlers within its jurisdiction. It 
cautioned that defaulters would 
be strongly dealt with without 
any leniency. It urged upon the 
tribal units to warn their respec-
tive members to immediately 
stop such illegal activities. It 
also resolved to conduct surprise 
checking.

Meanwhile, the house has 
expressed profound gratitude to 
the administrator of  Chumuke-
dima Town Council (CTC) and 
EAC Thejavizo Nakhro for spar-
ing funds and supervising in the 
construction of  drainages in the 
market area. 

A press release jointly is-
sued by TUCT general secretary 
Bendangwati Sangtam and the 
president Lhousito Khro stated 
that the social services and the 
concern shown by him would 
always be remembered and cher-
ished for a long time to come.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): Tizit 
Area Students’ Union (TASU) 
has confiscated huge quantity 
of  Indian Made Foreign Liquor 
(IMFL) and contraband drugs 
during its anti-social drives.

The anti-social drives were 
carried within its jurisdiction 
from October 7-9 and from No-
vember 16-23. During the drives, 
the union confiscated 750ml x 
149 bottles, 375ml x 20 bottles, 
Imperial Blue 750ml x 5 bottles,  
Officer Choice 750ml x 14 bot-
tles, 375ml x 10 bottles, 175ml x 
12 bottles, Beer (He-man 9000) 7 
bottles, Cane Beer 56 nos, opium 
16 packs, Spasmo Proxyvon 402 
capsules and Nitroglycerin 1 
strip. 

Informing this, the union 
vice president Nyemphua and 
chairman of  action committee 
Khatwang Konyak stated that 
the seized items were submit-
ted to the Excise Office in Tizit 
and subsequently destroyed on 
November 29 at Excise Office 
in the presence of  Extra Assist-
ant Commissioner (EAC) Tizit, 
Officer In-charge Tizit, Head 
Dobashi and TASU officials.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): MLA 
of 4 Ghaspani-I Jacob Zhimomi 
has expounded that sound and 
quality education is a fundamen-
tal requirement for a society to 
grow and insisted on infrastruc-
tural development for a proper 
education.

Addressing the students, 
teachers, departmental officials, 
parents and public leaders at the 
inauguration of  a new school 
building of  Government Higher 
Secondary School in Niuland 
town on November 30, Jacob ap-
preciated the department (RMSA) 

The 2nd edition of  the horse riding and pony cart transportation was flagged 
off  by S Chuba Longkumer, parliamentary secretary of  animal husbandry and 
veterinary services, at Naga Heritage village, Kisama, on December 1.

At the flagging off  ceremony, IP Khala, Director of  Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, stated that the second edition was introduced basing 
on popular demand from the public so that the people could experience the 
ride with a nominal fees ranging from Rs 30 to 60.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Fo r m e r  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r 
and president of  NPF, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, has 
unfurled the national flag 
at Nagaland House, New 
Delhi, on the occasion of  54th 
Nagaland statehood day on 

December 1.
Dr. Shürhozelie recounted 

that he had seen the President 
of  India Dr. Sarvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan coming to Ko-
hima on December 1, 1963, 
to inaugurate the Nagaland 
state as the 16th states under 

the Indian Union. He said 
today the state had adopted 
a work culture in functioning 
with the Union Government 
of  India.

A press release issued by 
PRO Nagaland House, Kuolie 
Mere stated that parliamen-

tary secretary of  horticulture, 
HG & CD Namri Nchang; 
parliamentary secretary of  
technical education N Thomas 
Ngullie; and visiting officers 
from the state and the staff  of  
Nagaland House, New Delhi, 
attended the programme.

for its concern for development of  
schools. 

Emphasising on the impor-
tant role of parents and teachers 
to guide the students, chief guest 
encouraged them to work in 
cohesion in order to achieve the 
desired results from students. He 
also encouraged the students to 
have keen desire to learn and put 
their desire into practice through 
hard work. He said success cannot 
be acquired overnight. 

Lamenting that proxy teach-
ing system is one serious issue 
that is confronting the education 
system in the state, Jacob sug-
gested curbing the menace saying 
quality education cannot be com-
promised at any cost.

Special invitees, Kevizakie Rio, 
Joint Mission Director of RMSA, 
and R Amongla Jamie, DDEO 
Dimapur, also spoke on the occa-
sion. A Mughali Sema, principal 
and chairperson of school build-
ing committee, presented a brief  
report of  the school. Pastor of  
Sumi Baptist Church, Niuland, of-
fered a prayer for the new building 
dedication while the function was 
chaired by P Aienla Longkumer, 
vice principal of the school.
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Agartala, Dec. 1 (PTI): The 
ruling CPI-M in Tripura has 
criticised the opposition BJP 
for demanding imposition of  
President s rule in the state 
and termed it as “political 
bankruptcy”.

The BJP had raised the 
demand for President s rule 
on the law and order issue 
following the killing of  a 
BJP activist in the state’s 
Gomati district yesterday 
by unidentified miscreants 
and alleged that CPI-M was 
responsible for the killing.

“The state secretariat of  
CPI-M vehemently opposed 
the allegation made by BJP 
that the party is responsible 
for the killing and demanded 
immediate arrest of  the 
culprits”, said a statement 
issued by CPI-M said here 
last night.

T h e  d e m a n d  f o r 
President s rule following 
the killing is an instance of  
political bankruptcy in BJP 
and “it senses what could 
be the result of  the state 
assembly elections”, it said.

Assembly election in 

Tripura is slated for early 
next year in the state.

“We have submitted 
a memorandum to the 
governor today demanding 
immediate imposition of  
President’s rule because law 
and order has collapsed in 
the state,” the state in-charge 
of BJP Sunil Deodhar had 
told reporters last evening.

Alleging that CPI(M) 
has unleashed violence to 
create an atmosphere of  
terror before the assembly 
e lec t ions  in  Tr ipura , 
Deodhar said that BJP 
activist Gahur Hari Molsom 
was shot dead by suspected 
miscreants of the Left party 
at Bagma in Gomati district 
yesterday.

“Earlier, at least five BJP 
activists were killed by CPI 
(M) goons and many of our 
leaders and workers have 
escaped from such attacks,” 
he said.

Deodhar said those who 
raise their voice of  dissent 
are being silenced and even 
journalists are not spared in 
Tripura.

Imphal ,  Dec.  1  ( IANS):  An 
international gold smuggler was 
arrested by Customs in Manipur and 
158 gold bars weighing 26 kg seized 
from him, a official said on Friday.

The value of  the seized gold is 
about Rs 7 crore in the local market, 
said the Customs Division official.

The smuggler, identified as 
Mohammad Dakruddin of  Lilong 
Kaleikhong in Thoubal district, was 
arrested late on Thursday.

The van in which the gold was 
being taken had crossed police check 
points and the Assam Rifles post at 
Khudengthabi, 12 km away from the 
international border.

Based on intelligence inputs, the 
special team of the Customs Division 
laid a trap near the bridge of  the 
Lokchao river in Tengnoupal district, 
about 30 km away from the Assam 
Rifles post, and arrested Dakruddin.

The owner of  the van has been 

identified as Mohammad Siraz 
Rahman of the same district and has 
not been arrested.

Police sources at Moreh, the border 
town, said that the accused has not 
been handed over to them.

Since January this year, state and 
Central agencies have arrested several 
persons, including women, and seized 
gold worth Rs 50 crore. Gold smuggled 
from the southeast Asian countries is 
cheaper than that in India.

Shillong, Dec. 1 (PTI): The BSF has 
seized over 10,000 cows worth over 
Rs 12 crore while being smuggled 
across the Indo-Bangladesh border 
in Meghalaya in the past one year.

Apart from cows, the border 
guards also seized cough syrups 
used as intoxicant, liquor and 
motorcycles.

“During the period from 
December 1, 2016 to November 
30 this year, altogether 10,169 cows 
worth Rs 12.71 crore were seized 
at the border,” a BSF spokesperson 
here said. There had also been efforts 
to smuggle forest produces such 
as bamboo and endangered reptile 
gecko.

Altogether 118 smugglers 
including 36 Bangladeshis were 

arrested during this period.
The spokesperson said the BSF 

has been using technology-based 
solutions to seal the existing riverine 
gaps along the Indo-Bangladesh 
border. “Besides, the Ministry of  
Home Affairs is being approached 
for procurement of four Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) as additional 
authorisation for effective air 
surveillance in vulnerable infiltration 
areas of  West Bengal, Assam, 
Meghalaya and Tripura.” 

The construction of  327.242 
km border fence has also been 
completed in Meghalaya Frontier 
while 113.048 km is unfenced due 
to various problems related to land 
acquisition, single row fence, marshy 
land and others, he said.

New Delhi, Dec. 1 (IANS): The 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) has arrested a militant of  
Kangleipak Communist Party 
(KCP) here on charges of raising 
terror funds, supply of  arms, 
ammunitions and explosives 
for the Manipur-based banned 
outfit, an official said on Friday.

The militant, identified as 
Sanabam Inaobi Singh was 
arrested on Wednesday here. 

“Sanabam is a hard core 
member of KCP and found to be 
involved in raising terror funds, 
supply of  arms, ammunitions 
and explosives for the cadres of  
his group,” an NIA statement 
said. 

A case was initially registered 
by the Special Cell of  Delhi 
Police on January 12 when it 

arrested KCP Commander-in-
Chief Khoirom Ranjit Singh and 
his associate Inrugbam Kumar 
Singh near Mayur Vihar area in 
east Delhi on charges of criminal 
conspiracy under Indian Penal 
Code and Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act. 

The accused persons shifted 
to Delhi for a safe hideout for 
preparation of  their further 
terrorist activities, the NIA said, 
adding it took over the case 
following Union Home Ministry 
orders and re-registered the FIR 
in the case in March. 

The third accused, identified 
as P. Prem Kumar Meitei, was 
arrested from Manipur, it said. 

The agency had also filed the 
chargesheet in the case at Delhi’s 
Patiala House court in July.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 29 
Assam Rifles of 28 Sector Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of  IGAR 
(South) served as last resort in 
remote area of Joupi wherein units 
MI Room saved three precious 
lives, a press release stated.

 The release issued by Inspector 
General Assam Rifles (South) 
mentions that a JCB carrying three 
men toppled near Joupi village, 
Chandel District on Nov. 29 
grievously injuring Romio, Bhagat 
and Edison. 

The unit is said to have provided 
immediate assistance in rescuing 
the individuals from the toppled 
vehicle who were then rushed to 
unit MI Room. 

Itanagar, Dec. 1 (PTI): 
A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h 
Governor Brig (Retd) Dr 
B D Mishra today took 
up the issue of  police 
modernisation with Union 
Home Secretary Rajeev 
Gauba.

Issues such as law and 
order situation and counter 
insurgency operations in the 
state also came during their 
meeting at Raj Bhavan.

Mishra pointed out 
that once the issues such as 
counter insurgency operation 
and police modernisation 
were addressed in correct 
perspective, peace would 
return to the three disturbed 
districts of Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding,  a  Raj 
Bhawan communique said.

The governor urged 
the union home secretary 

to  sanct ion funds for 
purchasing arms, vehicles 
and other equipment to 
tackle law and order and 
effective counter insurgency 
operation in the three 
disturbed districts, Raj 
Bhawan sources said.

In order to tackle the 
special problems faced in the 
districts of Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding, the Centre 
had already sanctioned a 
package to strengthen the 
security apparatus in these 
districts. 

Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh during his visit to the 
state in February announced 
taking up construction 
and upgradation of  20 
police stations and other 
infrastructure in these three 
districts at a cost of Rs 156.2 
crore.

Agartala, Dec. 1 (IANS): 
Four Tripura Gramin Bank 
officials feared abducted 
safely returned home on 
Friday though the mystery 
around their disappearance 
a week ago remains.

“We will not disclose 
anything at the moment 
about their return. The 

matter is under investigation. 
Police is trying to get details 
from each of these officials,” 
a senior police official said.

He said the four bank 
officials -- kidnapped last 
Friday -- were fine.

Earlier, police said bank’s 
Taidu Branch Manager 
Tanumoy Bhattacharjee, 

30, Sujit Chandra Dey, 28, 
Raktim Bhowmik, 31 and 
Subrata Debbarma, 32 were 
abducted on November 24 
night by miscreants while 
returning by their vehicles to 
Agartala through Teliamura.

Fa m i l i e s  o f  t h e s e 
officials had told the media 
that unidentified persons 

called up and demanded Rs 
20 lakh each for their release.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Pa r ty  s t a t e  un i t  had 
threatened to gherao Chief  
Minister Manik Sarkar’s 
official residence if  the 
officials were not rescued 
immediately. The party later 
withdrew the gherao threat.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Dec. 1 (EMN): To ‘collect 
and document’ the first hand 
report on the acute problems of  
erratic seasonal changes including 
frequent floods and landslides 
in the Indian Himalayan region, 
various scientists working in 
different fields are all set to conduct 
a comprehensive study in the 
region.

This was disclosed by Principal 
Scientist Dr H Birkumar of Council 
of  Scientific & Industrial Research 
(CSIR): NE Institute of  Science & 
Technology, Branch Laboratory at 
Imphal on Friday.

This disclosure was made 
sidelining the opening of  a three-
day stakeholders’ training cum 
field consultation meeting under 
National Mission on Himalayan 
Studies project ‘Anthropogenic 

impact & their management 
options in the Indian Himalayan 
eco-system-Imphal River’ in 
Lamphelpat at CSIR Imphal 
branch office complex.

The said study will try to see 
the critical changes in the Indian 
Himalayan region right from snow-
fed location to rain-fed region 
so that the recommendation can 
be submitted for the formulation 
of  government policies, said Dr 
Birkumar while citing “We should 
take up necessary steps to bring 
solutions only after we understand 
the problems first.”

The main study areas include 
Sindh river basin in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Parvati basin in 
Himachal Pradesh, Dhauliganga 
basin in Uttarakhand, Ranganadi 
basin in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Imphal river basin in Manipur.

“The study will continue for 
three years from now on and we 
at the CSIR will try to provide 
technologies to the needy people to 
improve their livelihood”, he said. 
“We are also thinking of  replacing 
poppy and ganja cultivation in 
the hilly terrains of  Manipur with 
aromatic and medicine plants 
under Aroma Mission across 500 
hectares of  land,” he added.

On the other hand, Scientist 
(F) Dr JC Kuniyal of  GB Pant 
National Institute of  Himayalan 
Environment & Sustainable 
Deve lopment ,  Min i s t r y  o f  
Environment, Forest & Climate 
change who is also a key man 
behind the said study program,  
expressed his desire to take up 
capacity development program 
for the concerned stake holders 
particularly the women community 

i n  t h e  I n d i a n  H i m a l aya n 
region while considering their 
contribution in running their 
families and society as a whole.

“Women are the first sufferers 
of  such climate change impact or 
the erratic seasonal changes in the 
region. So they should be trained to 
counter the impact in order to take 
certain adaptation programme and 
also to generate income for their 
livelihood,” Dr Kuniyal added.

Former Registrar of  Manipur 
University Dr RK Ranjan while 
sharing his opinion on the issue 
said that proper documentation on 
the river systems of  Manipur is the 
need of  the hour inorder to take 
certain development programmes. 
“We also need to concentrate on 
land use policy of  the state as well 
in order to restore our natural 
systems,” he opined.

Manipur
Our Correspondent

Imphal, Dec. 1(EMN): Manipur 
State Government will acquire 
equipments for hepatitis-C testing 
in January next year to give relief  
to the persons having HIV/HCV 
co-infection.

This was disclosed by the state 
Chief  Minister N Biren while 
asking the people of  the state, 
NGOs, doctors, health workers and 
all the stakeholders to collectively 
fight HIV/AIDS menace in the 
state.

Biren was addressing at the 
World AIDS Day - which was held 
under the aegis of Manipur State 
AIDS Control Society(MSACS) 
with theme ‘Right to Health’ at 1st 
Battalion Manipur Rifles ground at 
Imphal on Friday.

Stating that the government 
agencies like MACS together with 
NGOs have been trying hard to 
achieve ‘Zero Infection’ rate, the 
chief minister expressed pleasure 
that the HIV prevalence rate of  
the state has reduced considerably 
because of their dedicated efforts.

As drug addiction is one of the 
factors towards spreading of HIV 
virus, he said the government have 
been launching mass drives against 
drugs and other intoxicants.

He also said that the state 
government is all set to implement 
different social security schemes to 
support needy people, differently-
abled persons and widows besides 
announcing 57 notified medical 
testing facilities free of  cost in 
government hospitals while citing 
that such noble initiatives will 
never fructify without the doctors 
co-operation.

He also urged the public to 
lodge complaints at grievance cell 
and anti-corruption cells which is 
opened at CM’s secretariat if they 
come across any irregularity on 

the part of government employees 
including doctors and other health 
workers.

Speaking at the function as 
the president, Health and Family 
Welfare Minister L Jayantakumar 
observed that a strong and 
collective determination is required 
to tackle the menace of  HIV/
AIDS. 

During the occasion a book 
entitled, ‘The Pink Book: Your 
Guide for Safe and Nutritious 
Food at Home’, was released 
besides launching a mobile food 
testing laboratory vehicle.

Karbi Anglong
Our Correspondent

Diphu, Dec. 1 (EMN): Along with 
the rest of the world Karbi Anglong 

also observed World AIDS Day at 
Karbi Club Rongnihang on Dec.1 
Fri.

T h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  w a s 
organised by Joint Director of  
Health Services, Karbi Anglong in 
collaboration with Jiroi TI (NGO), 
ASTHA  TI (KWDS), Emmanuel 
Hospital Association, Karbi 
Youth Organisation (KYO), Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidharthi Parishad 
(ABVP) and United Lumbajong 
D eve l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e 
(ULDC). 

The programme was supported 
by Assam  State AIDS (Control 
Society) ASACS with theme 
‘Increasing Impact through 
Transparency, Accountability’ 

As a part of giving awareness 
to the public concerning AIDS a 

procession was also carried out 
through the Diphu town which 
were accompanied by school 
students, holding banner, placard 
in their hand. 

After the procession, a quiz 
competition was also conducted 
regarding AIDS among the school 
students which was presided by 
ABVP, President Jiten Bey.

Tripura
Agartala,  Dec. 1 (IANS): 
Increasing AIDS awareness in 
Tripura and other northeastern 
states has resulted in more people 
opting for HIV tests, Tripura 
Health Minister Badal Choudhury 
said here on Friday.

“Growing awareness against 

the dreaded AIDS in Tripura 
and other northeastern states is 
bringing more people to come 
forward for HIV test,” Choudhury 
said at an awareness programme 
here on the occasion of  World 
AIDS Day.

“Also, those who are HIV 
posi t ive are taking proper 
medication and treatment in the 
initial stage.”

He said: “In the last financial 
year (2016-17), the blood of 89,300 
people was tested and HIV positive 
virus found in 295 blood samples. 
Currently, Tripura has 1,174 AIDS 
patients.”

According to the Minister, the 
number of HIV positive people in 
Tripura has been more or less static 
during the past few years.

Choudhury, Chief  Minister 
Manik Sarkar, state Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council 
Chief  Executive member Radha 
Charan Debbarma,  senior 
officials and thousands of  school 
students and NGOs took part 
in an awareness rally here on 
Friday.

Sarkar asked the Tripura AIDS 
Control Society, under the Health 
and Family Welfare Department, 
to involve school, college and 
university students and various 
youth organisations in dealing with 
the AIDS menace.

An official of  the Tripura 
AIDS Control Society, quoting 
the National Aids Control 
Organisation, said that in 2016, 
there were around 80,000 new 
cases of HIV infection and 62,000 
deaths in the country.

Among the states and union 
territories across the country, three 
northeastern states -- Manipur 
(1.15 per cent), Mizoram (0.8 per 
cent) and Nagaland (0.78 per cent) 
-- have the highest prevalence of  
HIV infection.

EM Images
Students seen taking part during the procession at Diphu town on Fri.  

News IN BrIef
Six Ind MLAs have indicated 
desire to join Cong: Meghalaya 
CM
Shillong, Dec. 1 (PTI): Meghalaya Chief  Minister 
Mukul Sangma has said six Independent MLAs have 
indicated their interest to join the Congress ahead of  
the 2018 Assembly poll. Five Independent MLAs from 
Garo Hills region and one MLA from Khasi Hills 
region have indicated their interest to join the Congress, 
the chief  minister told reporters here yesterday. The 
chief minister’s statement came after two Independent 
MLAs, Robinus Syngkon and Rophul Marak, who were 
supporting the ruling Congress all along, withdrew their 
support from the party on November 16 and November 
29 respectively.
There are 13 Independent MLAs in the 60-member 
House and the Congress has 30 legislators.

Militant killed in encounter in 
Assam
Guwahati, Dec. 1 (PTI): A hardcore ULFA(I) militant 
was killed in an encounter with security forces in 
Assam’s Udalguri district today, a defence spokesman 
said. Acting on a tip-off, troops of  the Red Horns 
Division and police cordoned off a house in Khoirabari 
village of  the district, where five militants had taken 
shelter, the spokesman said. The inmates of the house 
were held captive by the militants and one militant, 
identified as Rajen Deka, was killed in the encounter 
that followed, the spokesperson said, adding, Deka was 
the leader of the militant group. The other four militants 
fled and the security forces rescued the members of the 
family who were held captive.
Deka had joined the militant group about 15 years ago 
and he was a self-styled area commander of the outfit for 
Udalguri and Darrang districts. An AK-47 rifle, a foreign 
made pistol, large quantity of  ammunition, mobile 
phones and currency were found near the militant’s 
body, the spokesman added.

NEHUTA condemn sexual 
harassments happening in campus
Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): The North-Eastern Hill 
University Teachers’ Association (NEHUTA) takes a 
very serious view of the growing instances of  sexual 
harassment in the campus and condemns them in the 
strongest possible terms. This was stated in a press release 
undersigned by the president and general secretary of  
NEHUTA.

The release mentions that strictest action must be 
taken against those found guilty of indulging in such 
acts while mentioning that such acts are an expression of  
deeply entrenched patriarchal and misogynistic mindset 
which reflects existing structures of power. 

The university campus as per the release is expected 
to be a democratic, egalitarian and gender-sensitive space 
and that it is important to make conscious and concerted 
attempts to keep it that way. 

Violation of dignity and honour of a woman is a 
thoroughly condemnable act and must be fought tooth 
and nail both at administrative (punishing those found 
indulging in such violation) and also at ideological levels 
(by delegitimizing regressive ideology of patriarchy), 
stated the release. 

CPI-M criticises BJP demand 
for president rule in Tripura

Itanagar, Dec. 1 (IANS): 
The National  Human 
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NHRC) on Friday asked 
for a detailed report within 
four weeks on the forced 
stripping of  88 girls in an 
Arunachal Pradesh school.

The Commission took 
suo motu notice of  media 
reports and issued a notice 
to the state Chief Secretary. 
It called for a detailed report 
apart from action taken 
against the erring teachers 
and steps for counselling of  
the victim students.

It said the reported 
i n c i d e n t  wa s  i n d e e d 
“inexcusable”.

“Teachers are always 
highly respected in society 
as they play the role of  a 
true guide and protector 
for  s tudents.  Such an 

inhuman and insensible 
act cannot be expected 
from a teacher. Stripping 
minor girls, in front of  the 
entire school, is unethical 
and cruel act committed 
by the teachers who are 
their lawful custodians and 
protectors,” the NHRC said, 
adding that the incident is 
“gross violation of the right 
to dignity of  the innocent 
minor girls”.

According to media 
reports, three teachers 
carried out an inquiry 
after a chit was recovered 
wherein someone used 
inappropriate language 
about the alleged relations 
of a head teacher with a girl 
student. 

As the three teachers 
failed to find out who wrote 
it, they allegedly forcibly 

stripped 88 girls of Class VI 
and VII on November 23 as 
punishment.

T h e  A l l  S a g a l e e 
Students  Union la ter 
formally lodged a complaint 
with the Papumpare district 
police, who handed over the 
case to the women’s police 
station in Itanagar.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
also directed the Human 
Resource Development 
M i n i s t r y ’s  S e c r e t a r y 
t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p a n e l 
whether guidelines for 
the protection of  students 
from such maltreatment/
humiliation have been 
made/circulated to the 
states, and if  so, a copy of  
the same and the status of  
their implementation be 
provided to the commission 
within four weeks.

NHRC seeks report from 
Arunachal on stripping of 88 girls

26 kg gold seized near int’l border in Manipur

10,000 cows seized along 
B’desh-M’laya border in a year

NIA arrests Manipur militant in Delhi 29 AR saves three 
lives in Chandel

Gov. discusses police modernisation 
with union homesecretary

Four missing Tripura bank officials returns home

scientists to study on erratic seasonal 
changes in the Himalayan region

world AIDs Day observed across the region
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Leaders of Tenyimia Union and church leaders at the Pre-Christmas 
celebration programme in Wokha on November 30.

TUW celebrates Pre Christmas

AR undertakes civic action programmes

Youth members and students during an awareness rally at IG Stadium, 
Kohima, on November 26.

Doctor administering health check-up to patient during a free 
health camp at Khuwaboto Colony, Zunheboto, on November 26.

tered health check-up. 
Meanwhile, troops of  15 Assam 

Rifles and 14 Mobile Field Veterinary 
Hospital (MFVH) organised a free 
veterinary aid camp on November 15 
at Noklak. 

A total 102 persons from nearby vil-
lages attended the camp with their cattle 
and avail free check up and medicines. 
Two representatives of 14 MFVH from 
Dimapur were deputed for the camp. 
The team provided necessary check up 
on cattle and livestocks brought by the 
villagers and also distributed medicines 
free of  cost. A total of  598 livestock 
were screened during the camp.

Meanwhile, troops of  40 Assam 

Rifles had organised a lecture on “Ca-
reer opportunities in the Indian Army” 
at Govt High School, Jakphang, on 
November 24. 

A total of 46 students attended the 
lecture, wherein emphasise was laid on 
creating awareness and providing an in-
sight into the various job opportunities 
in the armed forces. The students were 
explained career options for both men 
and women in National Defence Acad-
emy (NDA), Indian Military Academy 
(IMA) and Officer’s Training Academy 
(OTA) through various entry schemes. 

The students were exhorted to fo-
cus upon their aim and strive hard for 
better results and were assured of full 

assistance and support from the Assam 
Rifles to help join the armed forces.

In yet another programme, troops 
of 22 Assam Rifles conducted a lecture 
on “various opportunities to join army” 
in Ziphu village under Phek district on 
November 27. 

The lecture was aimed at spreading 
awareness on methods to join Indian 
army. A total of 22 youth attended the 
lecture.  The lecture included details of  
various entry schemes as officers, junior 
commissioned officer entries and other 
ranks. Details of  physical criterion, 
educational qualification, medical fit-
ness and recruitment schedule were 
informed to the audience.

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (NHM Division) 
invites applications for Independent National 
Monitors under the National Health Mission on 
contract basis for two categories as follow: 
(i) Individual Monitors: Eminent retired officials 

with at least 15 years’ experience in the field of 
public health and monitoring and evaluation of 
public health programmes. 

(ii) Institutional Monitors: Institutions working 
in the area of public health and with at least 5 
years documented experience of monitoring/ 
evaluation of health programmes. 

For further details, please visit Ministry’s website at 
www.mohfw.nic.in/ www. nhm.gov.in

Independent natIonal MonItors under 
the natIonal health MIssIon

MInIstry of health 8s faMIly welfare

V-11013/ 7/ 2017-NHM-II/ DoHFW/ MoHFW 
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PRESS NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited from individuals to work as Outsourced Postal Agents 
(OPAs) for delivery of Speed Post articles at Kohima HO and Dimapur MDG.
Basic feature of the Scheme
Only delivery of Speed Post articles are to be outsourced to the Postal Agents. All 
required logistic and other arrangements will have to be provided by the OPAs.
Eligibility.
Educational Qualification:- 10th Class pass and computer literate.
The members of the family of serving postal employees are not eligible for taking 
up agency as OPAs in which postal employees are working.
Age:- 18 years on the date of applying.
Other Information:-
Applicants would need to submit applications in the prescribed proforma 
(available from o/o Director of Postal Services, Nagaland, Kohima) with two 
references from persons known to postal employees.
Application will be accepted through Registered Post/Speed Post only. There 
should be written on the envelope “application for Outsourced Postal Agent” 
otherwise application will be rejected. Last date of receiving the application is 
22/12/2017.
The commission of the OPAs will be as under:-

Weight of the Article Delivery Commission (in ` (per article)

Up to 500 grams ` 5/-

501 to 5 kg ` 14/-

More than 5 kg ` 35/-

* Interview will be held in o/o the Director of Postal Services, Kohima, 2nd floor, 
Head Post Office Building, Kohima on 28/12/2017. Please bring following 
original documents:-

101. th class certificate. 2. Computer Literate Certificate. 3. Aadhaar Card. 4. 
PAN card (if available), declaration that he/she is not a family member of 
serving postal employee.

The competent authority reserves the right to reject any or all the applications 
without assigning any reason. Decision of the competent authority will be final 
and binding upon all.
(Complete detail of the scheme is available at o/o Director of Postal Services, 
Nagaland, Kohima, 0370-2290597)

-sd/-
(R.M. Patel)

Director Postal Services
Nagaland Division

Kohima : Nagaland – 797001.

No. BD/NLD/Outsourced/Corr Dated at Kohima the 01/12/2017

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS: INDIA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF POSTAL SERVICES,

NAGALAND : KOHIMA-797 001

KG-2198

~ ORDER OF SERVICE ~

Date: 5th Dec. 2017  Time: 1:30 PM
Venue: EE PWD (H) Residence

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (H)
Tuensang Division

K-1472

The Kuhuboto Ghakhu Public Organization on behalf of people of Kuhuboto Area with immense 
pleasure takes the pride to congratulate Mr. Akato Chophy for being elected as the vice- President 
of NSCN-(Reformation), Who is also first among Western Sumi to be in the top leadership in Naga 
revolutionary groups. 

The organization further appreciate and thank his Excellency president NSCN (Reformation) 
Mr. Wangting Konyak, cabinet Kilonser’s and all rank of NSCN (Reformation) for inducting such a 
capable and tall leader with capacity and caliber to serve Nagas. Who also have a broad and clear 
vision for the cause of Nagas. 

We hope and pray that his inclusion will be a boon and bring positive outcome for the future 
of Nagas. 

 
 Ghoshito Shohe  Z. Ato 
 President K.G.P.O  General Secretary K.G.P.O 

D-4879

KuhuBoto GhaKhu puBlIC orGanIsatIon
H.Q. Kuhuboto Town, Dimapur - 797112: Nagaland 

OFFICE OF THE

APPRECIATION 

EastErn Mirror is one of the leading English regional daily 
newspapers from Nagaland based in Dimapur along with a functional bureau at 
Kohima. We are currently on a ramping up to make our presence felt not only in 
the state but also in the neighbouring states and the global online community.

We are looking for persons with high levels of enthusiasm and talented and 
tenacious in sourcing information who will work as reporters. 

We are also on the looking for individuals with high accuracy in English 
language and trainable to be our sub-editors. 

Selected personnel will be trained and mentored for the first 6 months. 
Applicants with the right attitude, who are able to work under pressure, balance 
work and life with minimum social obligations,  and has above average general 
knowledge with a zeal to build a career in journalism can avail this opportunity. 
JOB PROFILE :  Reporters
ELIGIBILITy :   Any degree from a recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors and Spreadsheets with good typing speed
OPTIONAL :  Able to ride two-wheelers is an advantage.
EXPERIENCE : Preferably fresher
JOB PROFILE :  Sub-editors
ELIGIBILITy :   Any degree from recognised university.
COMPUTER SKILLS :  Word processors, Spreadsheets, InDesign and  photo editors.
TyPING SKILLS : Minimum 30 wpm
LANGUAGE SKILLS :  Minimum 85% accuracy in English.
EXPERIENCE :  At least 2 years experience, Individuals with experience in the   
  corporate sector with disciplined work culture will be preferred. 

There will be a series of tests and interviews before the final selection is made. 
Interested candidates can mail your resume to hr@easternmirrornagaland.com

OPPORTuNITy

KG-2199 

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Troops of  3 (Naga Hills) 
Battalion Assam Rifles has 
conducted an awareness 
rally on “Drugs Free Naga-
land” at IG Stadium, Ko-
hima, on November 26. 

The aim of  the aware-
ness rally was to create pub-
lic awareness against drugs 
to save young generation 
from its evil effect and create 
drugs free State. The rally 
was attended by 25 mem-
bers of  High School Junc-
tion Youth Association and 
students union alongwith 
High School students of IG 
Stadium.

In a  separate  pro-
gramme, troops of 5 Assam 
Rifles had organised a free 
health check-up for Sun-
day school children at Khu-
waboto Colony, Zunheboto, 
on November 26. 

The camp was con-
ducted by Capt Abhishek 
Sharma, Medical officer, 
and para medical staff  of  
5 Assam Rifles. The camp 
was organised with an aim 
to create awareness among 
the children regarding vari-
ous diseases and provide 
free check-up to the children 
located in remote areas. 

Altogether, 79 children 
of Khuwaboto Colony and 
nearby areas were adminis-

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Tenyimia Union Wokha 
(TUD) has celebrated the 
Pre- Christmas programme 
at the Tenyimia Church 
premises on November 30.

S p e c i a l  g u e s t  a n d 
PHED SDO, Keduo Pu-
nyu expressed gratitude 
to the church and society 
leaders for paving the way 
for the present generation 
in living a comfortable life. 
Exhorting the gathering 
particularly the youth folk, 
he said, “We should be do-
ers of  the word of  God and 
not just listeners.” 

Keduo not only works 
in Wokha district as a gov-
ernment official but also 
has been a source of  bless-
ing to the church in par-
ticular for its growth and 
welfare. 

Yanren Tungoe, propri-
etor of  Libemo Memorial 
School, Wokha, narrated 
how the Tenyimias started 
to settle at Wokha as indi-
viduals and later grew to a 
commendable population. 

Chairing the function, 
Matthew Yhome delivered 
the welcome address and 
also pronounced the vote 
of  thanks.

Araibo Newmai, pastor 
of  Tenyimia Church Wok-
ha, delivered the Christmas 
message “preparation for 
Christmas,” wherein he 
called every believer to pre-
pare themselves to welcome 
the saviour through prayers 
and mediation. A special 
number was presented by 
the students of  Little An-
gels School, Wokha.  

The function culmi-
nated with a mass spoken 
prayer and a grand Pre 
Christmas dinner.

Night revelry

Section of people visiting the stalls at the Hornbill Kohima 
Night Carnival on December 1.                      (EM Images)
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READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

When we are abandoned to God, He works through us all the time. Oswald Chambers

In the fable of the chicken and the pig, the two animals discuss opening a restaurant together. As they plan their menu, the chicken suggests 
they serve ham and eggs. The pig swiftly objects saying, “No thanks. I’d be committed, but you would only be involved.”

Although the pig didn’t care to put himself on the platter, his understanding of commitment is instructive to me as I learn to better follow 
God with my whole heart. 

To protect his kingdom, Asa, king of Judah, sought to break up a treaty between the kings of Israel and Aram. To accomplish this, he sent 
personal treasure along with “silver and gold out of the treasuries of the Lord’s temple” to secure favor with Ben-Hadad, the king of Aram (2 
Chron. 16:2). Ben-Hadad agreed and their joint forces repelled Israel.

But God’s prophet Hanani called Asa foolish for relying on human help instead of God who had delivered other enemies into their hands. 
Hanani asserted, “The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him” (v. 9).

As we face our own battles and challenges, let’s remember that God is our best ally. He strengthens us when we’re willing to “serve up” a 
whole-hearted commitment to Him.

BIBLE READ:       2 CHRONICLES 16:1–9
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those 
whose hearts are fully committed to him. 

~ 2 Chronicles 16:9

DAILY
PATH

Sir,

SBI is one of  the most valuable and bonafide assets of  public in gen-
eral. It is therefore earnestly request your kind authority to look into the 
case of  SBI Bhandari Branch and to please make a possible arrangement 
as per entitled of  grade post at SBI Bhandari Branch immediately to 
avoid undesirable conditions facing by the customers.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully,
T. Thungjamo Yanthan

Senior Citizen
Bhandari Town.

T
he NBCC has come out 
with the catchy slogan 
‘Clean Election’ and 
other social organisa-
tions and political par-

ties followed suit, echoing the same 
song. But without knowing the 
core problem everyone is display-
ing skin-deep posture. The NBCC 
raised election corruption and 
‘one man one vote’ issue. But no 
concrete practical steps have been 
taken by NBCC, Election office or 
any organisation. NBCC talk about 
election corruption but they failed 
to raise even their fingers when 
money was rampantly used in the 
last 10th Northern Angami 1 A/C 
By-election held on 29th July 2017. 
This election corruption happened 
in their own court yard (NBCC Hq 
is located in 10th Northern Anga-
mi 1 A/C). Again election related 
violence broke out in Tuli area 
where a house and vehicles were 
damaged. But everyone remained 
silent. When NBCC couldn’t do 
anything in their own kitchen what 
will happen to far flung constituen-
cies where accessibility is difficult 
when such malpractices occurred?.  
Rationally, no one in the world can 
prevent money distribution during 
election Policing by churches, Gov-
ernment authorities, and other Or-
ganisations will not be productive. 
As per report, election expenditure 
in 2008 was Rs. 580 crore while 

in 2013, it zoomed up to Rs. 930 
crore. In this 2018 election it will 
surge as high as Rs. 1500 crore. 

We are all aware that no mat-
ter the astronomical amount spent 
or the extent of  election campaign 
conducted by various political par-
ties or various candidates, the final 
fate lies on the polling day. 

Whether ‘one man one vote’ or 
free and fair election will take place 
is the basic issue. In other word 
Clean Election. 

If  NBCC is really serious, they 
can contribute quite a lot. Whether 
the church leaders (all denomina-
tions) can oversee the polling proc-
ess inside the polling stations on a 
polling day in all the polling sta-
tions in Nagaland?. If  NBCC mean 
business, they must go down to the 
ground level and do brass tack ini-
tiative. The NBCC should take all 
other Churches into confidence 
like Catholic, Christian revival, 
Pentecost, Assembly of  God etc be-
cause co-ordination and concerted 
effort is required to ensure Clean 
Election. 

State election will come soon 
and therefore, immediate measures 
need to be taken by the churches 
without further delay lest the call 
of  Clean Election by the church 
will be another farce like Liquor 
Prohibition!. 

Kethosilie Angami

A
head of  the ensuing 19th. LBES Youth 
Rally, 2018 which is scheduled to be held 
at N. Longidang Baptist Church, hosted 
by the eight villages of  Nyiro Range from 
January 12 – 14, 2018, the Planning, Fi-

nance and the various Committees reviewed the condi-
tion of  Wokha-Longidang road. After a thorough sur-
vey, the Committees came to the conclusion that repair 
and maintenance of  the road has become a necessity in 
order to ensure safe and comfortable journey of  the Of-
ficials and Delegates attending the Rally. The target of  
the Committees was to employ machinery and manual 
force for 13 days. And as targeted, the work was com-
pleted on the 13th. day on November 30, 2017.

A meagre fund was set aside from the collection of  

believers of  Baptist Churches of  Nyiro Range which 
was virtually insufficient for maintenance of  the road 
which was in a deplorable condition. However, the 
road could be repaired to the satisfaction of  the people 
of  the area only because of  the constant support and 
encouragement by Er. Mhathung Kikon, the Execu-
tive Engineer PWD (R&B) Wokha who provided all 
the required machinery, bearing all expenses including 
the fuel used in them. He further assured the people of  
the area through the Committees of  his help and sup-
port when the Committees gives a final touch to the 
road, including construction of  the side-drains on the 
eve of  the proposed Youth Rally. Therefore, the Com-
mittees on behalf  of  the public of  Nyiro Range express 
our profound gratitude to Er. Mhathung Kikon, for his 

concern for the area and its people. His kind help when 
the area and its people are in dire need will always be 
fondly cherished and pray that he will continue to be a 
channel of  blessing for the people in need. We are also 
thankful to Er. Ekonthung Murry, the Asstt. Mechani-
cal Engineer, Wokha for taking special interest by pro-
viding us the required machinery in the maintenance 
work.

The Committees also express our gratitude to the 
Officials of  LBES., particularly Mr. Jenibemo Kithan, 
the Youth Secretary, who showed his concern by vis-
iting the repair-site and was also the special guest on 
completion of  the work. The Committees also express 
our gratitude to the Churches, Village Councils and the 
general public of  Nyiro Range who continued to sup-

port and encourage us by rendering their services in 
the maintenance work financially and materially. We 
further appeal to all the public of  Nyiro Range to come 
forward and render their best possible services as the 
Committees continue to “REPAIR OUR ROAD”.

Through this column, we would also like to inform 
all the 137 Churches under LBES., Officials and Del-
egates of  the 19th. Youth Rally 2018 that a properly 
repaired and maintained road is assured to ensure safe 
and comfortable journey of  all, who will be attending 
the Rally and invited all to come without any reserva-
tion or hesitation.

Planning Committee,
LBES Youth Rally, 2018

T
here has been lots of  propagan-
da from various quarters that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is a 
Hindu party and it intends to trans-
form India into a Hindu state under-

mining the secular feature of  the Indian union.  
Series of  allegations have been frequently lev-
elled against the BJP that it has involved in acts 
of  communalism. However, the fact is that the 
BJP is a political party and its objectives and 
mission are purely political and has nothing to 
do with Hindu religious communalism or fanat-
icism. It has drawn inspiration from the aspira-
tion of  the people of  India to liberate them from 
slavery of  poverty and rampant corruption.

There are far more superior reasons for 
which India can never become a Hindu state 
than the allegations that the BJP has hidden 
agenda to transform India into a Hindu state.  
India is the largest democracy in the world and 
has the lengthiest and the most detailed written 
constitution in the world comprising 448 arti-
cles in 25 parts and 12 schedules and 101amend-
ments made. Great leaders and freedom fighters 
of  India had anticipated and opted for secular 
India and incorporated secularism and freedom 
of  religion into the constitution of  India. The 
constitution envisages protection and promo-
tion of  low castes, minorities and tribal people. 
Thus people from the weaker section categories 
have been enjoying certain privileges and get-
ting benefitssince independence. If  majority of  
Indians wanted to make India a Hindu state or 
Hindu as official religion then it would have 
been declared as one in 1947 when India and 
Pakistan achieved independence and the lat-
ter became Islamic state. People of  India have 
been accustomed to secularism as a way of  life 
in these ode 70 years and have created secular 
tradition of  adaptation with various religious 
communities in this diverse social environment. 
India has carved out a niche for itself  at the in-
ternational field as the largest democratic coun-
try in the world and has become the fountain of  
inspiration for many nations.

Another reason is that India has a very 
strong judiciary system. It has the Supreme 
Court as the highest judicial court in India, high 
courts in the states of  India and sub ordinate 
courts which interpret the laws and protects the 
constitution. Judicial activism has emerged pro-
moting interest of  the nation in the course of  
changing India towards law abiding nation and 
thus the judiciary system has matured. Judicial 
activism is the interference of  judiciary in the 
legislative and executive fields and has arisen 
due to the failure of  legislative and executive or-
gans of  the government. It has dispensed justice 

to the disadvantaged and aggrieved citizens.
The proper democracy adopted by the peo-

ple of  India has favoured its growth in various 
fields. India has tremendously progressed in 
both the agriculture and industrial sectors due 
to the availability of  suitable conditions even 
though corruption has immensely pulled back 
the country from maximum growth. If  India 
had established communal dictatorship like 
Pakistan or Bangladesh its fate could never be 
imagined with the world’s second largest size of  
population as the former has become a leading 
developing country and the latter is known to be 
advanced terror state. India is a regional super 
power and is on the path to become super eco-
nomic power of  the world.

India has been fighting for permanent seat 
in the UN Security Council and many member 
-countries are backing it.The five permanent 
members of  the UN Security Council are Chi-
na, France, Russia (formerly the Soviet Union), 
the United Kingdom, and the United States. 
Except China, other four permanent members 
are supporting India for permanent seat.

India is the founding member and 
the prominent leader of  Non-Alignment 
Movement(NAM) which aims at maintaining 
neutrality in the arms race. It has 120 member 
countries of  the world.

A communal state is internationally iso-
lated. If  India ever becomes a communal state 
or makes Hindu as its official religion then 
the progress and the development that she has 
achieved over the decades will be retarded and 
pulled back once again to the medieval age.

The Article II (Objective) of  the BJP party 
constitution clearly states that “the party is 
pledged to build up India as a strong and pros-
perous nation, which is modern, progressive 
and enlightened in outlook and which proudly 
draws inspiration from India’s ancient culture 
and values and thus is able to emerge as a 
great world power playing an effective role in 
the comity of  nations for the establishment of  
world peace and a just international order. 

The party aims at establishing a democratic 
state which guarantees to all citizens irrespec-
tive of  castes, creed or sex, political, social and 
economic justice, equality of  opportunity and 
liberty of  faith and expression.

The party shall bear true faith and alle-
giance to the constitution of  India as by law 
established and to the principles of  socialism, 
secularism and democracy and would uphold 
sovereignty, unity and integrity of  India.”

“The basic philosophy of  the BJP is the 
Integral humanism (Article III).The party has 
adopted Integral humanism, a doctrine coined 

by Deendayal Upadhyaya . It aims to appeal to 
broad sections of  Indian society by presenting 
an indigenous economic model that puts the hu-
man being at centre stage.”

Most of  the BJP legislators are secular 
minded and majority of  Indians are secular 
minded so the government of  India or the BJP 
led NDA government can never fulfil the aspira-
tion of  some Hindu religious fanatics to trans-
form India into a Hindu state or adopt Hindu-
ism as official religion of  India by sacrificing all 
enduring tasks that are targeted to put India on 
the top of  the world. It is time tested that India 
has gone long way towards the destination and 
become too strong with its basic constitutional 
foundation that no anti national element like re-
ligious fanaticism can ever break its innovating 
path. Poverty and rampant corruption are the 
biggest enemies of  India which are retarding its 
speedy development and the BJP led NDA gov-
ernment is determined to eliminate the same.

Communalism was there, is there and will 
be there. India is a vast country of  134 Crores of  
population with diverse culture and thousands 
of  languages and dialects.  So it is natural that 
communalism exists in India as even the small-
est country is not devoid of  such problems. The 
best way to permanently tackle communalism 
would be by promoting quality education in-
clusive of  secularism in schools and universi-
ties and disseminate secular awareness all over 
the country and lead India towards progressive, 
productive and dynamic nation that is ever 
ready to cater the needs of  the people. Trouble 
makers on religious grounds should be penal-
ized under the law and religious fundamental-
ism be discouraged in India. 

Disruption on religious ground is more or 
less a law and order problem. Promoting secu-
larism and protecting freedom of  religion is in 
the interest of  the nation. The Supreme Court 
of  India has directed the government to pun-
ish people persecuting on religious ground. 
The BJP led NDA government under the prime 
minister ship of  Narendra Modi is ready to 
take necessary action against any citizen of  In-
dia, high or law if  found guilty of  offence or 
crime on ground of  religion. Communalism 
will gradually die down when people of  all the 
sections come forward and cooperate with the 
central government which is facing tough time 
in tackling the problems. Considering the height 
of  glory achieved by India and the key role it 
is playing as global leader over the decades, it 
is obvious that India can never become a com-
munal state. 

K Thong (Achilo)

M
others of  nursing babies 
are banned from fly-
ing into Australia with 
breast milk, unless it is 
retained within the origi-

nating boob, a reader was told.
“If  it is pumped into any other con-

tainer, other than my child, it will be con-
fiscated. I plan to keep this news close 
to my chest,” the young mother told this 
columnist.

A colleague said he knew someone 
who tried to take a frozen turkey from 
Asia to Fiji as a Christmas gift. But the 
flight transited in Australia and the bird 
was confiscated.

I told him that these days you might 

be able to get away with it if  the bird was 
alive and you claimed it was your “emo-
tional support turkey”. Or would it? This 
writer contacted an aviation industry 
friend for comment. He said no. Ultra-
liberal trends start in the West, falter as 
they try to cross Eastern Europe, but are 
totally rejected in Asia Pacific.

“Airlines in America are forced to al-
low passengers to bring ‘emotional sup-
port animals’ on board, and there are 
campaigns to introduce this in Western 
Europe,” he said. “But Eastern European 
airlines have expressed reluctance and 
Asia Pacific airlines just laugh.”

He said that US law even protects air 
travellers who want to take multiple ani-
mals “including pigs and miniature hors-
es”. This columnist refused to believe 

that, but he emailed me a copy of  the US 
Transportation Department policy docu-
ment. It says (and I am not making this 
up): “Unusual animals such as miniature 
horses, pigs and monkeys should be eval-
uated on a case-by-case basis.”

One passenger can take multiple ani-
mals, the policy says: “You should make 
every reasonable effort to accommodate 
them in the cabin in accordance with part 
382.” What if  they don’t fit? You should 
relocate them where these is more space 
such as giving them “bulkhead seats”, it 
suggests.

Expect to hear the following conver-
sation at a US airport departure gate 
one of  these days: “Excuse me, sir, you 
cannot take that herd of  wild horses on 
board the aircraft.”

“But they are my emotional support 
herd.”

“Ah, I see. In that case, have an up-
grade. I’ll order the vegetarian option for 
them.”

This writer strongly approves of  the 
extreme political correctness of  liberal 
Western countries. For example, a news 
report said that a Canadian university 
cancelled a yoga class because yoga is 
Asian and “cultural appropriation is 
wrong”.

Dear Canadians, speaking on behalf  
of  the population of  Asia, I think I can 
say that we’ll be okay if  you re-start 
yoga classes, but consider paying pass-
ing Asians a licensing fee for each stu-
dent in each class. You can just toss the 
money out of  the windows as we walk 

past. Thanks. All this may sound silly, 
but that’s where the extreme political 
correctness leads. Case in point: A study 
by Scripps College and two other US in-
stitutions concluded that society should 
accept individuals who “identify as real 
vampires”. They should never be consid-
ered odd for their belief, since “they are 
born with it, somewhat akin to sexual 
orientation”.

Final thought: If  your kids sound like 
a herd of  wild horses on a flight, don’t 
be embarrassed. Somewhere in America, 
airline staff  are buying nosebags and ex-
tra large pooper-scoopers.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based frequent 
traveller. Send ideas and suggestions via 

his Facebook page)

An Appeal to AGM Mokokchung

Clean Election- A 
Reality or Deception

Repair and Maintenance of Wokha-Longidang Road

India Can Never Become A Communal State

But it’s My Emotional Support Frozen Turkey
Nury Vittachi | IANS

Ham and Eggs

The Funny Side
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Nakul Krishna | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  You may 
be feeling way too serious at the moment. 
Whether you know it or not, you’re in dire 
need of  cheering up. If  someone invites you 

to a comedy club, go. It may take you a while to get into 
it, but you’ll end the evening laughing. It will be the best 
night of  your month. If  you can, stop second-guessing 
yourself.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may 
be feeling way too serious at the moment. 
Whether you know it or not, you’re in dire 
need of  cheering up. If  someone invites you 

to a comedy club, go. It may take you a while to get into 
it, but you’ll end the evening laughing. It will be the best 
night of  your month. If  you can, stop second-guessing 
yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Get organized 
in the morning because later you’re going to be 
more scattered. If  you start with a solid plan 
for how to tackle the day’s tasks, you’re more 
likely to accomplish everything. If  you don’t 

remain strong and on task, other people will take advan-
tage of  your generous nature. You could end up doing 
more favors than work.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There may 
be a frenzy of  activity around you, but you’ll 
be able to handle it. Your charm will get you 
through any door. You should be able to juggle 

many things at once, and others will look to you for sup-
port. You’ll have a level head and calm demeanor and 
handle things diplomatically and honestly. Don’t be sur-
prised if  things get more insane as the day wears on, but 
this shouldn’t faze you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Be careful about 
blaming yourself  for something that you aren’t 
responsible for. Maybe you influenced some-
one to act a certain way and now that action is 

backfiring negatively. Remember that everyone makes his 
or her own decisions. Ultimately, you aren’t responsible 
for decisions that someone else makes, regardless of  any 

advice you may have given him or her.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re at an emo-
tionally climactic time, and your feelings are 
erratic and perhaps unmanageable. Don’t feel 

pressured into making logic out of  anything. Your job is 
to take a deep breath and relax. Remember that life is an 
exciting adventure full of  twists and turns. Erratic, roller-
coaster emotions are a reminder of  that. Enjoy the ride.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t box yourself  
into a corner and shut out everything around you 
except your immediate concerns. The more you 
isolate yourself and insist that you don’t need any-
one else’s help, the more frustrated and sad you’ll 

become. If you’re lonely, scared, or angry, admit this to yourself  
and others. Extend yourself outward instead of drawing further 
in.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   You’re likely to 
take things to heart a bit more than usual. Dramatic 
changes in your environment and attitude will keep 
you on your toes. The wonderful thing about this 

is that you’ll gain a great deal of insight and understanding of  
other people. You’ll be more aware of other people’s feelings 
and perspectives, helping you make more educated decisions 
in your affairs.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Unexpected 
people, especially women, will surprise you with 
what they say. Your mother may bring up an issue 
that you hadn’t even considered. Perhaps your emo-

tions get stirred when you recall something that a significant 
woman in your life said. Your feelings are bouncing from your 
heart to your head and back again. Take the feelings into ac-
count, but don’t let them dominate your decisions.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
want things done your way and your way only. 
Your mood is quite stubborn and others would 
be foolish to think they could change your mind 

about anything. You’re the only person allowed to have that 
job. The truth is that you may change your mind several 
times today, and that’s fine. Just don’t expect anyone else to 
keep up with you!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may run 
up against a brick wall early today. Things should 
ease a bit by evening. Remember that the harder 
you push against that wall, the more your head 
will pound, the more bruised your shoulder will 

become, and the more energy you’ll expend. You’ll be sur-
prised at how easy things get when you step back. You’ll see 
that you can go around the wall without charging through it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You may feel like 
a racehorse crammed in the starting gate. You’re 
stuck in a small spot, stomping your feet, and 
anxiously waiting for the starting bell. You may 
feel powerless since you have no control over 

when the gate will open. Be patient. Don’t waste all your 
energy fidgeting. The gate will open soon enough and you’ll 
be up and running.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
he moral philosopher who did 
best under this dispensation was 
R M ‘Dick’ Hare. He had a good 
deal to be solemn about. After a 
brief  period as a teenage pacifist, 

he decided to enlist, and ended up serving in 
the Royal Artillery. He was taken prisoner 
by the Japanese in 1942, first tasked to work 
in pitiless conditions on the Siam-Burma 
railway, then imprisoned in Singapore until 
the end of  the war. It was in a Japanese 
prison camp that he began work on the book 
that made his reputation, The Language of  
Morals (1952).

At its simplest, Hare’s moral philosophy 
sought to abandon what was repulsive about 
the ‘emotivist’ theory of  ethics – its boo/
hurrah conception of  moral judgment – but 
to retain what in it he thought attractive: 
its picture of  individuals choosing their 
values freely. In his variation, what one did 
in making a moral judgment was prescribe 
some course of  action; like expressions of  
emotion, these couldn’t as such be true or 
false, but other logical constraints could 
apply to prescriptions. Values were then 
chosen against a background of  logical 
constraints, but they were still matters 
of  choice, not of  discovery. Hare found 
repugnant the idea that one could disclaim 
responsibility for what one did by protesting 
that one had only been following orders, a 
feeling of  repugnance shared by others in 
the 1950s when the Nazi war crimes trials 
had grabbed public attention. ‘There is a 
point,’ he said in a broadcast on the BBC, 
‘beyond which we cannot get rid of  our 
own moral responsibilities by laying them 

instance (on this point, she disagreed with 
her close friend Anscombe, who stoutly 
defended the Catholic Church’s position on 
these matters). An amusingly understated 
footnote in her final book, Natural 
Goodness (2001), reads: ‘A graduate 
student once said that my lectures had first 
made him see “that to be anti-sex could 
be immoral”. I liked that.’ Indeed, as she 
insisted in that book’s postscript, her point 
had never been to answer all the questions 
of  moral philosophy in one stroke: ‘nothing 
is settled, but everything is left as it was’. 
To say that vice is a natural defect is not an 
answer to any question; it is simply a way of  
interpreting the question, of  telling us where 
we should be looking.

Like other philosophers before and since, 
Foot’s achievement consisted in pointing us 
in a better direction. Instead of  looking to 
logic or language for answers, she suggested 
that we look to ‘the reality that surrounds 
man’. Human nature is a complex thing, and 
understanding it will take all the resources 
of  the sciences – natural and social – as 
well as history. But the significance of  those 
enquiries will lie ultimately in what they 
can say about the kinds of  lives that might 
be good for us. And to know that, we must 
ask: who are we? What do we need – for 
ourselves, and from each other? And what 
must we be like to get it?

Foot’s point, from the start, was that 
we cannot simply choose answers to these 
questions. There is something to get right 
here, and everything at stake.

Nakul Krishna is a lecturer in philosophy at 
the University of  Cambridge. His writing has 

appeared in n+1, New Statesman and The 
Oxonian Review, among others. He is working 

on a narrative history of  analytic philosophy 
and its critics in 20th-century Britain, 

provisionally titled Logic Lane.

on the shoulders of  a superior, whether he 
be general, priest or politician, human or 
divine.’

Despite the enormous differences in style 
and tone between the Oxford philosophy 
of  those years and the existentialism 
then modish in Paris, Hare’s view was 
uncannily like the one Jean-Paul Sartre 
had summarised in his cryptic slogan, 
‘existence precedes essence’. As Sartre put 
it elsewhere, human beings do not have an 
essence – a basic nature – that determines 
how they must choose: ‘Man is nothing else 
but that which he makes of  himself.’

The view had its attractions, but Foot, 
Murdoch, Anscombe and Midgley rejected 
them. As Murdoch put it to a New Yorker 
journalist, what they were united in denying 
was the claim that ‘the human being was the 
monarch of  the Universe, that he constructed 
his values from scratch’. The four of  them, 
by contrast, were interested in ‘the reality 
that surrounds man – transcendent or 
whatever’.

Murdoch’s ‘or whatever’ was a reference 
to the things that divided them: she herself  
was drawn to a vision of  a Universe where 
‘the Good’, if  not God, was real; Anscombe 
was a devout Catholic; Foot – in her own 
words – was a ‘card-carrying atheist’. But 
all three of  them took seriously the claim 
that moral judgments are an attempt, 
however flawed in particular cases, to 
get at something true independently of  
human choices. Much moral thought – and 
engaging in moral debate – feels like it is 
aspiring to get something right, something 
constrained by things beyond us, not some 

freewheeling creative act of  invention. But 
is this feeling justified, or is this yet another 
attempt to pass the moral buck on to the 
Universe?

Temperamentally unsympathetic both 
to religious solutions and to mystical ones, 
Foot looked for considerations that even 
Hare might recognise. In the beginning, her 
chosen line of  attack focused on unsettling 
the sharp distinction between ‘fact’ and 
‘value’ that she found in Hare and other 
philosophers of  the age. Where, she asked, 
did this leave such a concept as rudeness? 
By anyone’s standards, to pronounce 
some behaviour as rude is to make a value 
judgment. But there are objective criteria 
for counting some behaviour as rude (rather 
than, say, polite or cowardly). We don’t get 
to choose.

She took the point further: perhaps the 
reason we cannot freely choose which facts 
are relevant to whether some action is rude 
(or cowardly or polite or treacherous or 
whatever) is that these concepts are related 
in some way to human good or harm. That, 
and not some point of  logic, is what marks 
them out as moral evaluations. Only a few 
years after Hare and Sartre thought that 
they had buried these old-fashioned ideas 
for good, Foot was trying to bring essence 
back.

Over the next few decades, Foot found 
herself  inching her way to a position long 
thought untenable: that there was no deep 
difference between the use of  ‘good’ when 
we speak of  a tree having ‘good roots’ and 
when we speak of  people or their actions as 
being good. Hence the unexpected claim to 

her American lecture audience: ‘In moral 
philosophy it is useful, I believe, to think 
about plants.’

Human beings and other animals are, 
like plants, living things. In all three cases, 
Foot urged, there is room for speaking 
of  healthy or unhealthy, excellent or 
defective specimens of  their kind. This 
means that there is room to speak of  the 
qualities conducive to their being healthy 
or excellent or otherwise. The vocabulary 
of  human virtues and vices – courage, 
temperance, justice and so forth – belongs 
among the same structure of  concepts. The 
human virtues, she proposed, are natural 
excellences, while human vices are natural 
defects.

Foot’s thesis has an old lineage indeed, 
going at least as far back as Aristotle. 
The influence of  the Church on his most 
important medieval interpreter, Thomas 
Aquinas, gave it a crucial role in Christian, 
especially Catholic, thought, which, to this 
day, is much concerned with the question of  
what acts and predilections are unnatural. 
This fact, by itself, can seem at odds with 
Foot’s avowed atheism, and the liberalism 
of  her social attitudes. What truck could 
a secular philosopher of  broadly liberal 
opinions have with outmoded notions of  
natural ‘teleology’ – the idea that things 
have natural ‘ends’ – now that Isaac 
Newton, Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins 
and others have had their say?

The answer is delicate. Foot had little time 
for attempts to get from her broad conceptual 
point to some particular prohibition – 
on contraception or homosexuality, for 

T
he delay in convening the win-
ter session is symptomatic of  a 
deeper malaise – the attempt by 
the executive to subvert the in-
dependent function of  the legis-

lature and its secretariat. 
Article 85 of  the Indian constitution 

says that the gap between two sessions 
of  parliament should not be six months – 
which means the next session should be 
called before the completion of  six months. 
The opposition had voiced its fears that the 
government was going to skip the winter 
session. Now that the session’s opening 
has been set for December 15, that appre-
hension is set at rest for the time being. 
Nevertheless, the complaint remains that 
the winter session has been delayed by al-
most four weeks in view of  elections to just 
one state assembly. This is unprecedented.

It is in fact the prerogative of  the gov-
ernment to convene parliament on a par-
ticular date. The government is free to 
consider various aspects before deciding 
to call the session. Unlike the situation in 
the UK, the US and some other democrat-
ic countries – where parliament meets at 
a fixed time – the constitution makers of  
India thought there should be some flex-
ibility in scheduling the meetings of  the 
legislature. In fact, the original provision 
in the constitution was that there should 
be at least two sessions in a year. This was 
amended in 1951 to say parliament may be 
summoned from time to time. 

Thereafter, it always met thrice a year 
and that practice continues till today. Thus, 
three sessions of  parliament in a year have 
become the pattern and any departure 
from it now will naturally be frowned 
upon. Then why would any government 
think of  reducing the number of  sessions 
unless it has a sinister plan of  gradually re-
ducing the importance of  parliament with 
the ultimate object of  dispensing with it 
altogether?

In political circles, the widespread be-
lief  is that the winter session of  parliament 
has been delayed due to the election in Gu-
jarat. The fact that the session begins on 
December 15 – the day after polling con-
cludes – reinforces this belief. The argu-
ment that sessions were postponed during 
earlier Congress regimes is self-deceiving 
because the Bharatiya Janata Party seri-
ously believes that everything the previous 
ruling party did was wrong. So any imita-
tion of  the Congress will not make it right. 
The simple conclusion one can arrive at in 
these circumstances is that in the eyes of  
the present government, the elections in 

Gujarat are a greater priority than a ses-
sion of  parliament. Then, on a point of  
fact: the duration of  a session or two was 
cut short in the past because of  elections 
to a large number of  assemblies and that 
too after arriving at a consensus. No ses-
sion was ever postponed for as long as four 
weeks for a single assembly election.

Parliament not getting the priority it 
deserves at the hands of  the executive is 
indeed a serious matter. The executive is 
collectively responsible to the legislature. 
The collective responsibility of  the execu-
tive is the essence of  responsible govern-
ment. The Supreme Court has emphasised 
this point when it said, “The cabinet is re-
sponsible to the legislature for every action 
taken in any of  the ministries. This is the 
essence of  joint responsibilities.” 

The primacy of  the legislature over 
the executive is an essential aspect of  the 
constitutional democracy we have in our 
country. But the trend that has emerged 
over a period of  time is of  the executive 
progressively strengthening its control over 
the legislature.

At first blush, this may appear para-
doxical. After all, the legislature sanctions 
money for running the government. The 
executive cannot withdraw a paisa from 
the consolidated fund without the author-
ity of  law made by the legislature. The ex-
ecutive cannot levy or collect any tax from 
citizens without the authority of  law made 
by the legislature. The legislature makes 
laws which the executive is duty-bound to 
enforce. The legislature has the power to 
throw out a government when it loses the 
confidence of  the house.

Now, when the constitution vests all 
these powers in the legislature, it expects 
the legislative branch to carry out these 
functions in the most effective manner. 
For this purpose, the legislature establishes 
systems to ensure the accountability of  the 
executive. The most crucial system is an 
independent secretariat for the legislature. 
But this is also its Achilles’ heel.

Article 98 of  the constitution provides 
for a secretariat for each house of  parlia-
ment with a staff  which is independent of  
the executive and free from its control. The 
reason is obvious. The secretariat is the 
eyes, ears and arms of  the legislature. If  
the secretariat is under the control of  the 
executive, the legislature will most surely 
fail to perform its most fundamental duty 
of  scrutinising the functioning of  the ex-
ecutive. 

Legacy of another Patel
The new generation of  parliamentar-

ians may not have heard of  Vithalbhai 

Patel. The present government has left no 
stone unturned in dinning the name of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel into the nation’s 
consciousness. But everyone has forgotten 
the role and contribution of   Vithalbhai 
Patel, the elder brother of  Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel and the first Indian speaker (president) 
elected to the Central Legislative Assem-
bly in 1925.

The elder Patel laid down the basic 

rules for the independence of  the legisla-
ture and its secretariat in India. He fought 
a long battle with the colonial government 
for an independent secretariat for the Cen-
tral Legislative Assembly because he was 
conscious of  the fact that the legislature 
can perform its basic functions only with 
the help of  a secretariat which is free from 
the control of  the government.

At last, Vithalbhai won the battle and 

an independent secretariat was established 
on January 10, 1929. Vithalbhai was a fear-
less, independent and impartial speaker 
who gave many rulings against the colonial 
government. Though the government did 
not like many of  those rulings, in the best 
traditions of  the British parliamentary sys-
tem, they chose to obey the speaker. These 
are facts of  history.

These facts need to be remembered in 
the present context when the control of  
the executive on the legislature is growing 
alarmingly.

If  anyone has a long-term plan to sub-
vert the legislature, the first thing he/she 
will do is to dispense with the independ-
ence of  the secretariat of  the legislature. 
This can be achieved by inducting officers 
of  the executive in the legislature secre-
tariat. Being trained to serve the executive, 
the concept of  independence of  the legis-
lature secretariat is alien to them. They 
will gain control of  the core functions of  
the secretariat – like admitting parliament 
questions, preparing the reports of  commit-
tees, and a host of  other functions which 
have a bearing on the legislature’s scrutiny 
of  the government. It is an unfortunate fact 
that this insidious process of  subversion of  
Indian legislatures has been going on for 
some time. This is in clear violation of  the 
constitution which contains various provi-
sions to insulate the legislature secretariats 
from executive control. 

To my mind, this is a major challenge 
which the Indian legislatures are facing. 
Members of  parliament or of  the state 
legislatures do not seem to be sufficiently 
aware of  this threat to the parliamentary 
system. When crucial questions are disal-
lowed or recommendations or observations 
of  various house committees are ‘sanitised’ 
or made bland and unfocused, the members 
may not be aware of  the fact that this is pre-
cisely what the executive wants the legisla-
ture to do.

In order for parliament and the state 
legislatures to survive as the watchdogs 
of  public interest, a deep understanding 
of  parliamentary history and traditions 
and, above all, the constitutional role and 
responsibilities of  the Indian legislature is 
necessary.

While we are justifiably concerned 
about the delay in the convening of  parlia-
ment, we must also pay some attention to 
the slow process of  subversion of  the legis-
lature by the executive. The institutional in-
tegrity of  parliament is like chastity. Once 
lost, it is gone forever.

P.D.T. Achary was formerly the secretary 
general of  the Lok Sabha.

Is Goodness Natural?

The Creeping Threat to the Autonomy of Parliament



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, December 2, 2017

NEWS IN BRIEF
BJP loses in UP CM’s Gorakhpur 
backyard
Lucknow, Dec. 1 (IANS): Even as Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath took a dig at the Congress on 
Friday for its defeat in the Amethi Nagar Panchayat 
polls, a BJP candidate lost to an Independent in Gora-
khpur’s Ward number 68, where the Gorakhnath Peeth 
is located. Adityanath heads the Gorakhnath Mutt and 
has been a Member of Parliament from Gorakhpur in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh for five consecutive terms since 
1998.  The Bharatiya Janata Party won 27 wards in 
Gorakhpur, the Samajwadi Party 18, Bahujan Samaj 
Party two, Congress two, and independents 18.  Not 
only did independent Nadira Khatoon defeat BJP’s 
Maya Tripathi by 483 votes in Ward number 68, its 
candidate Prashant Kesari lost in Deputy Chief Min-
ister Keshav Prasad Maurya’s hometown Sirathu’s 
panchayat to independent Bhola Yadav.

Scribe’s killing: PCI asks UP govt 
to file report
New Delhi, Dec. 1 (PTI): The Press Council of India 
(PCI) today asked the Uttar Pradesh government to file 
a report on the killing of a young journalist in the state. 
Navin Gupta, who was working for a Hindi daily, was 
sprayed with bullets yesterday by unidentified assailants 
near the Nagar Palika market in Billhaur, around 60 
km from Kanpur. “Taking suo motu cognisance of the 
issue, the PCI chairman has directed the government 
of Uttar Pradesh, through the chief secretary, secretary 
(home), director general of police, district magistrate, 
Kanpur and senior superintendent of police, Kanpur to 
file a report on the facts of the case,” the council said in 
a release. Police officials had yesterday said that an old 
enmity could be the reason behind the killing

BJP candidate elected Ghaziabad 
mayor
Ghaziabad, Dec. 1 (IANS): BJP’s Asha Sharma was 
on Friday elected the mayor of Ghaziabad, defeating 
her nearest rival, Dolly Sharma of the Congress, by a 
margin of 1,63,657 votes. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
candidate secured 2,82,793 votes while the Congress 
candidate could secure 1,19,118 votes. 
Bahujan Samaj Party’s Munni Chaudhary was at the 
third spot, securing 77,033 votes while Samajwadi 
Party’s Rashi Garg could secure only 40,623 vot s. Aam 
Aadmi Party candidate Pragati Tyagi secured 13,656 
votes while Rashtriya Lok Dal candidate Kusum Ra-
ghav stood at sixth by securing only 9,402 votes.  The 
total 13 candidates were in the fray, said district Infor-
mation Officer V.B. Singh.

School principal rapes 6-year-old 
girl in Jharkhand
Ranchi, Dec .1 (IANS): A school principal was 
arrested on charges of  raping a six-year-old girl in 
Jharkhand’s Koderma district. According to police, S. 
Xavier, Principal of Tilaiya Public School, was arrested 
after the girl’s father filed a complaint against him at the 
Tilaiya police station. The principal allegedly raped the 
girl in the school’s washroom on November 29. When 
she tried to shout he offered her a chocolate. The girl 
informed her mother after reaching home. Xavier has 
been charged under the Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The principal told re-
porters that he has not committed “any big crime”. He 
said he committed the crime due to tension, and termed 
it as “accidental”’.

LeT overground worker arrested 
in Kashmir
Srinagar, Dec. 1 (IANS): The Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice on Friday claimed to have arrested an overground 
worker affiliated to the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) militant 
outfit from Kupwara district. A police officer said 
that the arrested person, Afaq Ahmad Bhat alias Abu 
Huraira, was responsible for providing logistic support 
to the LeT. On his interrogation two hideouts of  the 
group were busted. Overground workers, called OWGs 
by security forces, provide logistic support to militants 
by organising their hideouts and by keeping an eye on 
the movement of security forces.

Minor ‘physically abused’ in 
Kolkata private school
Kolkata, Dec. 1 (IANS): A four-year-old girl had to 
be hospitalised after being allegedly physically abused 
by one of her teachers in a south Kolkata-based private 
school, her father accused. The girl was found profusely 
bleeding from her private parts after she returned from 
school on Thursday, he said. “We initially thought it 
was some kind of infection. We took her to the doctor, 
who said she was actually physically abused.  “We have 
lodged a police complaint against one of  her school 
teachers after she confessed being abused by him,” the 
father said. He said he would also complain against the 
lack of security for children inside the school premises.
“My daughter is still in a lot of pain. She has been ad-
mitted to the PG Hospital since yesterday night where 
she would go through a number of medical test today,” 
he said. The police refused to comment on the issue 
before taking a look at the medical reports. However, 
they admitted that a complaint has been lodged by the 
child’s father.

Speeding truck kills Delhi Police 
constable
New Delhi, Dec. 1 (IANS): A Delhi Police constable 
died after being hit by a speeding truck while regulat-
ing traffic here, police said on Friday. The accident oc-
curred on Thursday night near the Splash Water Park in 
Alipur. Ramphal, a resident of Bilan village in Sonepat 
in Haryana, was declared dead by hospital authorities. 
He was hit while regulating traffic, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Rajneesh Gupta said. The truck driver, 
Biru Parsad Yadav, has been arrested.

SC imposes Rs 25 lakh cost on 
CJAR
New Delhi, De.c 1 (IANS):The Supreme Court on 
Friday imposed a Rs 25 lakh cost on the Campaign 
for Judicial Accountability and Reforms (CJAR) 
that had sought a court-monitored SIT probe into 
corruption charges in obtaining a favourable order 
for a Lucknow-based medical college. A bench of  
Justice R.K. Agrawal, Justice Arun Mishra and Jus-
tice A.M. Khanwilkar said that the amount would be 
deposited with the Supreme Court Bar Association. 
The Central Bureau of  Investigation has registered 
a case against a retired Orissa High Court judge for 
hatching a conspiracy to help the medical college to 
get over the bar from admitting students for the 2017-
2018 academic year.

No space for cow vigilantism — Chhattisgarh CMTold Modi India 
shouldn’t be divided on 
religious lines — Obama 

Rahul’s single GST rate a 
‘grand stupid idea’ — Jaitley

Complaint against Bengal BJP 
leader for forged Indian map

 Cyclone Ockhi: Two dead, 214 Kerala fishermen rescued 

BJP continues winning streak in Uttar Pradesh, outshines opponents in civic polls 

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c .  1 
(IANS):  Chhatt isgarh 
Chief  Minister Raman 
Singh on Friday said there 
was no space for cow vigi-
lantism in the state owing 
to its strong secular fabric, 
adding that development 
could be expedited if  all 
sections of  society worked 
together.

People of  the state 
were already busy fighting 
Maoism (or Naxalism) 
and there would not be 
any communal fight till 
such time he was in power, 
Singh said at the Hindustan 
Times Leadership Summit 
here.

“There is no history of  
riots in Chhattisgarh. Votes 
are never cast on the basis 
of  caste and religion.

“It will remain peace-
ful for the next 50 years. 
We are already fighting 
naxals. It is enough. How 
much more we would 
fight? There is no need for 
any other kind of  fight,” he 
said when asked about the 
absence of  cow vigilantism 
in Chhattisgarh politics 
despite it being a Bharatiya 
Janata Party-ruled state.

Cow vigilantism in-
volves mob attacks on 
mostly Muslims and Dalits 
in the name of  cow protec-
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 An aerial view of Suchindram at flood-hit Kanyakumari district on Friday.
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 Raman Singh

tion.
Singh said the state was 

moving ahead with the idea 
of  peace. “We will be able 
to develop fast if  we walk 
together,” he said, adding 
that he was confident of  
coming to power in the 
state in 2018 for the fourth 
consecutive time owing to 
the development work his 
government has done.

Singh also said Chhat-
tisgarh was changing its 
image of  being identified 
as a “Red Corridor” to 
“Green Corridor” after his 
government’s initiatives 
had weakened Maoism 
and improved the quality 

of  life for the people in the 
state. 

“Chhattisgarh was the 
victim of  regional imbal-
ance so it was made a state. 
There were many chal-
lenges. Since the BJP came 
to power in 2003, we have 
improved Public Distribu-
tion System, brought down 
cases of  malnutrition. No 
one goes to bed hungry. 
We are developing a new 
Chhattisgarh,” he said.

“We have incurred 
huge losses due to naxal-
ism. We have built road 
network, schools, medical 
colleges, promoted Self  
Help Groups. We are build-

ing 1,200 km roads in the 
state though naxalites dam-
aged machinery, scared 
contractors. But we are 
working overnight, there 
is no disappointment. The 
Red Corridor is going to die 
out. There will be Green 
Corridor now.”

Singh said Chhattisgarh 
can be called a “start-up” 
state as it was taking several 
“risks” and bringing “in-
novations”.

He said the living stand-
ards and facilities in the 
state, especially in Maoist-
influenced areas had im-
proved.

“Per capita power con-
sumption has increased 
from 700 units to 1,760 
units in last 17 years. We 
have distributed stoves each 
for just Rs 200 to check tree 
cutting. Similarly, number 
of  schools, medical and 
engineering colleges has in-
creased. We have replaced 
naxal-damaged schools 
with portable cabins.”

He also said the gov-
ernment was busy in im-
proving road, rail  and 
air connectivity in the 
state and was planning to 
distribute 50 lakh smart-
phones to connect the peo-
ple to various government 
schemes.

N e w  D e l h i ,  D e c  1 
(IANS): Former US Presi-
dent Barack Obama on 
Friday said he told Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
that India must not be 
split on sectarian lines and 
emphasised how the coun-
try must cherish the fact 
that Muslims here identify 
themselves as Indians.

“A country shouldn’t 
be divided on sectarian 
lines and that is some-
thing I have told Prime 
Minister Modi in person 
as well as to people in 
America,” Obama said 
at the Hindustan Times 
Leadership Summit. 

“...People see the dif-
ferences between each 
other much too vividly 
and miss the commonali-
ties. Commonalities are 
always based on gender 
and we need to focus on 
that,” Obama said.

Asked how Modi re-
sponded to his message 
on religious tolerance, 
Obama dodged a straight 
reply, saying his goal was 
not to disclose his private 
conversations. 

But he said India’s 
majority community and 
government needed to 
cherish the fact that mi-
norities, particularly Mus-
lims, in India identify 
themselves as part of  the 
Indian society.

“For a country like 
India where there is a 
Muslim population that is 
successful, integrated and 
considers itself  as Indian, 
which is not the case in 
some other countries, this 
should be nourished and 
cultivated,” Obama said. 

He said in a democ-
racy the most important 
office was not the office 
of  the President or Prime 
Minister but the office of  
the citizen who needed 
to question themselves 
about which ideology 
they encourage by sup-
porting a particular poli-
tician.

“When you see a poli-
tician doing something 
questionable, ask your-
self  ‘Am I supporting 
this?’ Politicians are like 
mirrors which reflect the 
community’s view. 

New Delhi, Dec. 1 (IANS): The verbal 
war over the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) continued between the BJP and the 
Congress on Friday, with Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley calling Congress Vice Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi’s idea of  a single GST 
rate a “grand stupid idea”.

“What Rahul Gandhi suggested was 
single GST rate of  18 per cent. This is 
different from suggesting a cap of  18 per 
cent. This was the grand stupid idea. Can 
a Hawai chappal (slipper) and a BMW car 
be taxed at the same rate?” Jaitley tweeted.

He was apparently responding to sen-
ior Congress leader and former Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram’s criticism of  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Chidambaram had on Thursday said 
if  it was a “Grand Stupid Thought” -- as 
Modi had termed it -- to argue for a cap 

of  the tax rate at 18 per cent, then Chief  
Economic Advisor (CEA) Arvind Subra-
manian and many other economists were 
stupid.

“If  it is grand stupid thought to argue 
for a cap of  the tax rate at 18 per cent, 
then CEA Arvind Subramanian and many 
other economists are stupid. Is that what 
the PM is saying?” Chidambaram had 
tweeted.

He was referring to the Prime Minis-
ter’s speech at a rally in Morbi (Gujarat) 
where Modi said: “It is natural for those 
who have looted all their lives to remem-
ber dacoits. Under their ‘Grand Stupid 
Thoughts’ they want basic necessities 
of  the poor to be taxed at 18 per cent. 
At the same time, they want cigarettes 
and alcohol to be cheaper. What logic 
is this?”

Kolkata, Dec. 1 (IANS): 
The West Bengal Board 
of  Secondary Education 
(WBBSE) lodged a police 
complaint against a BJP 
leader for using a forged 
document to show that 
the board was circulating 
wrong maps of  India, a 
senior board official said 
on Friday.

State Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party leader Raju 
Mukherjee had on Thurs-
day accused the board 
of  supplying the coun-
try’s geographical maps, 
that exclude Arunachal 
Pradesh and Pakistan-
administered Kashmir 

from Indian territory, to 
the state-run schools.

Claiming that WBB-
SE never supplied such a 
question paper, its chair-
man Kalyanmoy Gan-
guly said the map shown 
by the BJP leaders and 
other with the board’s 
watermark was forged to 
defame the board and the 
state government.

Police said a case has 
been registered under the 
charges of  forgery, provid-
ing false information and 
intentional insult with 
intent to provoke breach 
of  peace under the Indian 
Penal Code against the 

accused.
The maps were alleg-

edly used in the test ex-
aminations conducted 
by the schools ahead of  
Class 10 board examina-
tion and bore the WBBSE 
watermark.

State Education Min-
ister Partha Chatter jee 
came out in defence of  the 
board, saying the board 
only makes question pa-
pers for the final board 
exam. 

He sa id  the  board 
can’t be held responsible 
for the school’s internal 
examinations as it has no 
role in it.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Dec. 1 (IANS): Two fish-
ermen died while 214 
others were safely evacu-
ated in rescue operations 
jointly launched by the 
Indian Navy, Air Force 
and Coast Guard in the 
seas off  here on Friday 
as heavy rains lashed the 
area under the influence 
of  Cyclone Ockhi.State 
Fisheries Minister J. Mer-
cykutty said that 53 of  the 
rescued fishermen was 
airlifted from the sea.

The dead have been 
identified as Christy, 51, 
who, according to the of-
ficial spokesperson at the 
state owned Medical Col-
lege hospital, was brought 
dead and the second was 
identified as Xavier, 57.

A third person whose 
identity is yet to be as-
certained conditions is 
reported to be serious.

While 37 rescued fish-
ermen are being treated at 
the Medical College hos-
pital, another 34 are under 
medical observation at the 
General hospital here.

Cyclonic storm Ockhi 
had hit the southern dis-
tricts of  Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu on Thursday, and 
caused widespread de-
struction in the southern 
districts of  Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Kollam.

The rescue operations 

Lucknow, Dec. 1 (IANS): 
Nearly eight months after it 
swept the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections, the ruling 
BJP continued its winning 
streak in the civic polls -- bag-
ging 14 of  the 16 mayoral seats, 
and also a sizeable chunk of  the 
Nagar Palika and Panchayat 
posts, coming as a boost to the 
party ahead of  the Gujarat 
polls.

Still nursing the bruises of  
the assembly election defeat, 
the BSP emerged better than 
the other parties in the oppo-
sition - the SP and Congress, 
which lost badly even in its 
stronghold of  Amethi, the 
parliamentary constituency of  
Rahul Gandhi.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated the party 
unit in Uttar Pradesh, saying 

development has triumphed 
once again in the country. 
“Many congratulations to CM 
Yogi Adityanath & all party 
workers. This win motivates us 
to work even harder for peo-
ple’s betterment,” he tweeted. 

Chief  Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath credited the victory to 
BJP workers who “worked to 
communicate the party agenda 
of  development to all”. He 
took a dig at Congress, saying 
a party which was dreaming to 
win in Gujarat has floundered 
in Uttar Pradesh.

In his first comments after 
the BJP surged ahead to a de-
cisive victory in the civic polls, 
Adityanath said the results 
showed that the people had 
faith in the party and the poli-
cies pursued by the central and 
the state governments.

The BJP won 14 mayoral 
seats, while the BSP won two. 
BJP won in Varanasi, Gora-
khpur, Ghaziabad, Bareilly, 
Agra, Firozabad, Ayodhya, 
Mathura, Lucknow, Kanpur, 
Saharanpur Jhansi and Bareil-
ly, and Moradabad. The BSP 
won in Aligarh and Meerut.

BJP’s Sanyukta Bhatia will 
be Lucknow’s first woman 
Mayor. She will succeed Di-
nesh Sharma, who served for 
two terms before his elevation 
as Deputy Chief  Minister in 
March after the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party victory in the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elections.

Of  the 198 Nagar Palika 
Parishad chairman posts, the 
BJP won 47 seats, the Bahujan 
Samaj party (BSP) 18, the Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) 29 and the 
Congress five.

Of  the 5,261 Nagar Palika 
member seats, BJP won 624, 
BSP 178, SP 328 and the Con-
gress 98. Of  the 5,434 Nagar 
Panchayat member seats, the 
BJP has won 575 seats, SP 384, 
BSP 189 and the Congress 106. 
Of  the 1,300 corporation seats 
across the state, the BJP won 
535, the BSP 145, the SP 171 
and the Congress 86.

In the polls for the 438 Na-
gara Panchayat chairman, the 
ruling BJP won 81 seats, the 
SP 67, the BSP 34 and the 
Congress 15. 

The independents won 199 
corporate seats, 27 Nagar Pali-
ka chairman seats, 2,533 Nagar 
Palika member seats, 144 Na-
gar Panchayat chairman seats 
and 3,291 Nagar Panchayat 
member seats.

However,  a  BJP candi -

date lost to an Independent in 
Gorakhpur’s Ward number 68, 
where the Gorakhnath Peeth is 
located.

Chief  Minister Adityanath 
heads the Gorakhnath Mutt 
and has been a Member of  
Parliament from Gorakhpur in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh for five 
consecutive terms since 1998. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
won 27 wards in Gorakhpur, 
the Samajwadi Party 18, Bahu-
jan Samaj Party two, Congress 
two, and independents 18. 

Not only did independent 
Nadira Khatoon defeat BJP’s 
Maya Tripathi by 483 votes in 
Ward number 68, its candidate 
Prashant Kesari lost in Deputy 
Chief  Minister Keshav Prasad 
Maurya’s hometown Sirathu’s 
panchayat to independent Bho-
la Yadav.

that  began on Fr iday 
morning comprised 11 
ships of  the Navy, Coast 
Guard and Coastal Police, 
six helicopters and two 
Dornier aircraft.

The Kerala govern-
ment has opened a control 
centre at the technical 
area of  the airport used 
by the Indian Airforce and 
Thiruvananthapuram Dis-
trict Collector S. Vasuki 
said as per information 
there, another 30 more 
fishermen are there on the 
high seas and every efforts 
are going on to rescue 
them also.

In a related develop-
ment she said a Japanese 

merchant ship has rescued 
60 fishermen and are be-
ing brought to the shore.

Chief  Minis ter  Pi -
narayi Vijayan, who held 
a high-level meeting in 
the morning, said there 
was no reason to panic 
as matters were under 
control with efforts of  the 
Navy and Coast Guard. 
He also said they would 
ask the Defence Ministry 
for more naval aircraft 
to help rescue stranded 
fishermen. 

Addressing repor t -
ers here,  Vijayan said 
the Director General of  
Shipping has also asked 
passing merchant ships to 

extend all help to fisher-
men caught in the sea. 
Two such ships rescued 10 
fishermen. “The biggest 
problem the rescue team 
is facing is that fisher-
men in the deep sea are 
not willing to let go their 
boats, which is creating a 
problem,” he said.

Quoting meteorologi-
cal reports, he said that it 
was a major relief  that the 
cyclonic winds that were 
70 km from the Kerala 
coastline on Thursday, are 
now around 200 km away.

On Friday evening, 
the Chief  Minister’s Of-
fice informed that reports 
from the meteorological 

office predicted that rains 
will continue in Kerala 
for a day or two more and 
winds would also be there.

Meanwhi l e,  ang r y 
groups of  fishermen in the 
coastal villages in Poovar, 
Vizhinjam and Kovalam 
have threatened to block 
the highways if  the rescue 
operations are not intensi-
fied. However, the protest 
died down later after they 
were told about the gov-
ernment’s efforts. 

They were also angry 
that despite weather reports 
predicted a cyclone, no ef-
fort was made to convey this 
information to the fisherfolk. 

“We certainly would 
not have ventured out on 
Thursday had we been 
given an advance notice, 
which normally is done,” 
said a fisherman who was 
rescued and was under 
medical observation at the 
General hospital here.

Leader of  Oppostion 
Ramesh  Chenni tha la 
blamed the Kerala gov-
ernment for ignoring the 
advance warnings that 
was  g iven by var ious 
agencies about this cy-
clonic storm. 

The Congress leader 
later said that that the Un-
ion Home Minister and two 
national weather agencies 
had informed the Kerala 
government on the evening 

of  November 29 about the 
impending cyclone.

“What more does the 
state government require 
to take adequate precau-
tionary measures?” he 
asked, adding it failed 
miserably to even direct 
the fishermen not to ven-
ture out into the sea. 

Muthappan, a rescued 
fisherman, told the media 
that he and four others were 
on the high seas on Thurs-
day and things started turn-
ing dangerous around 2 p.m.

“We were thrown out 
of  the boat and while four 
of  us held on to the boat 
that had overturned, an-
other person was holding 
on to a kerosene barrel.

“It was only after three 
hours that we were res-
cued by another boat,” 
said Muthappan, who was 
admitted to the General 
hospital here.

Vincent, another res-
cued fisherman, said they 
had left the seashore here 
around 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day. “We had travelled 
around 10 nautical miles 
into the sea, when things 
started going bad.

“It was a nightmare 
as massive waves were 
smashing all around and 
the boat that we were on, 
after holding on for an 
hour, lost balance and 
overturned.



Peshawar, Dec. 1 (IANS):  
Fourteen persons, mostly 
students, were killed as bur-
qa-clad militants stormed 
and opened fire at the hostel 
of the Peshawar Agricultural 
Training Institute here in 
Pakistan on Friday, officials 
said.

The number of  casual-
ties is expected to rise, the 
media quoted security of-
ficials and doctors as saying. 
Twenty-five others were 
injured in the horrific attack. 

The killings began early 
in the morning after three 
loud explosions were heard. 
Firing broke out at the hostel 
after three to five burqa-clad 
suspects entered the build-
ing, Geo news reported.

Ordinarily, there are 
around 400 students at the 
hostel but there were only 
some 150 on Friday on ac-
count of Eid Milad-un-Na-
bi, the birthday of Prophet 
Mohammad, said a student 
who witnessed the attack.

As two militants began 
firing, the frightened stu-
dents ran to take shelter. 
Some were shot and wound-
ed while others jumped out 

Tokyo, Dec. 1 (IANS):  
Japanese Emperor Akihito 
is set to abdicate on April 30, 
2019, after a nearly 30 years 
reign and marking an end of  
an imperial era, the Imperial 
House Council announced 
on Friday.

The 10-member Council 
including Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe and members 
of the Imperial family, made 
the announcement following 
a closed-door meeting to de-
liberate the 83-year-old Em-
peror’s abdication, reports 
The Japan Times.

Akihito’s elder son 
Crown Prince Naruhito’s 
succession will take place 
on May 1, 2019. The last 
emperor to abdicate was 
Emperor Kokaku in 1817 
in the later part of the Edo 
Period. In general, Japan’s 
monarch is not allowed to 
step down under the coun-
try’s legal framework.

The law requires the 
Prime Minister to hear 
opinions from the Imperial 
House Council, which is a 
national deliberative body 
summoned to discuss im-
portant issues concerning 
the Imperial family, such 
as marriage of  male fam-
ily members and the loss of  
Imperial status. 

It was last held in 1993 to 
approve the Crown Prince’s 
marriage to Masako Owada.

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga is expected 
to hold a press conference 
later on Friday to provide 
details of the meeting, The 
Japan Times reported.

Vienna, Dec. 1 (IANS):  
The Organization of  the 
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) and its partners 
have agreed to extend the 
output cut till the end of  
2018, nine months longer 
than the previous agree-
ment.

Twenty-four countries 
decided to maintain pro-
duction cut of  about 1.8 
million barrels per day (bpd) 
until December 31, 2018, 
said Khalid Al-Falih, Saudi 
Arabian Minister of Energy, 
Industry and Mineral Re-
sources, on Thursday, Xin-
hua reported. The decision 
came within analysts’ expec-
tation though Russia, ahead 
of  the meeting, expressed 
concern over the extension 
of the output cut.

In 2016, the OPEC 
countries reached an agree-
ment in Vienna to reduce 
daily oil production during 
the first half of 2017 to boost 
global oil prices. The agree-
ment was also supported by 
11 non-OPEC states. In late 
May, the parties to the deal 
agreed to extend the accord 
until the end of March 2018.
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Staff rush a man to a hospital after being injured during a crackdown operation against militants who 
stormed the agriculture institute in Peshawar, Pakistan, Friday, Dec. 1, 2017.

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS Ê
1.  Online applications are invited from unmarried male candidates ( who fulfill 
eligibility conditions as laid down by the Government of India). 

Ê  2. Educational Qualification. Candidate must have passed Matriculation 
Examination from an Educational board recognized by Central/ State government. 

 

  3. Job Specifications.  
Ê (a)  Chef. They would be required to prepare food as per menu (both vegetarian 

and non-vegetarian including handling of meat products) and accounting of ration. 
In addition, they will also be allotted other duties as per Service requirement. 

 (b)   Steward. They would be required to serve food in the officers messes, as 
waiters, housekeeping, accounting of funds, wine and stores, preparation of 
menu etc. In addition, they will also be allotted other duties as per Service        
requirement.Ê

        (c)  Hygienist.  They will be required to maintain hygiene in wash rooms and 
other areas. In addition, they will also be allotted other duties as per Service      
requirement. 

 4.  Age. Candidates should be born between 01 Oct 1997 to 30 Sep 2001 (Both 
dates inclusive). 

PAY  AND  PERQUISITES 

 5.  Pay & Allowances. During the initial training period, a stipend of Rs. 14,600/- per 
month will be admissible. On successful completion of initial training, they will be placed 
in Level 3 of the Defence Pay Matrix (₹ 21,700- ₹69,100). In addition, they will be paid 
MSP @ ₹ 5200/- per month plus DA (as applicable).  

 6.  Promotion.  Promotion prospects exist up to the rank of Master Chief Petty 
Officer-I, i.e. Level 8 of the Defence Pay Matrix (₹ 47,600- ₹ 1,51,100) plus MSP @ ₹ 
5200/- per month plus DA (as applicable). Opportunities for promotion to commissioned 
officer also exist for those who perform well and qualify the prescribed examinations. 

 7.  Perquisites.  

  (a)  During the entire period of training and thereafter, sailors are given books, 
reading material, uniform, food and accommodation etc. free of cost.   

  (b)  Sailors are entitled to medical treatment, Leave Travel Concessions for self 
and dependents, Group Housing Benefits and other privileges. Sailors are also 
entitled to Annual and Casual Leave, Children Education and House Rent         
Allowances. Post retirement benefits include pension, gratuity and Leave         
encashment. All perquisites are extended as per service conditions and their     
eligibility/admissibility is regulated as per government orders in force and    
amended from time to time.  

 8.  Insurance Cover.    Insurance cover (on contribution) of Rs 37.50 lakhs for all 

   sailors is applicable.  

SELECTION  CRITERIA 

 9.  Selection of recruits is based on the order of merit on their performance in 
Written Test, qualifying Physical Fitness Test (PFT) and fitness in Medical 
Examinations. 

       10.  Written Test.   

  (a) The question paper will be bilingual (Hindi & English) and objective type. 

  (b)  The question paper will comprise of two sections i.e. Science & Mathematics 
and General Knowledge.  

  (c)  Duration of examination will be 30 minutes. 

  (d)  The syllabus for the examination is available on website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in. 

  (e)  The candidates are required to pass in all sections and in aggregate. 

 11.   Physical Fitness Test (PFT).   

  (a)     Qualifying in Physical Fitness Test is mandatory for selection. 

  (b)  PFT will consist of 1.6 Km run to be completed in 7 minutes, 20 squats 
(Uthak Baithak) and 10 Push-ups. Candidates undergoing PFT will do so at their 
own risk. 

   Advisory: Proficiency in sports, swimming and extra-curricular activities is 
desirable. 

 12.  Medical Standards.  

  (a)  Medical examination will be conducted by authorised military doctors as per 
medical standard prescribed in current regulations applicable to sailors on entry.  

  (b) Minimum height 157 cms. Weight and Chest should be proportionate. 
Minimum Chest expansion of 5 cms. Height may be relaxed for Tribal candidates 
as per the prevailing regulations. 

  (c)  The candidate must be in good physical and mental health, free from any 
defect likely to interfere with the efficient performance of duties both ashore and 
afloat under peace as well as war conditions as per Navy Order(Special) 01/2008. 
Extract of the Navy Order can be accessed from the official recruitment website. 

  (d)  Initial Medical Examination for recruitment will be considered only 
„Provisionally fit subject to fitness in the final medical examination„. Final 
Medical Examination of all selected candidates will be done at INS Chilka. 
Candidates who are found medically fit at final medical examination will be 
enrolled for training.  

 Note:-Candidates are advised to get their ears cleaned for wax and tartar removed 
from teeth prior to examination. 

 13.   Visual Standards. 

Type of Entry Without Glasses With Glasses 
Better Eye Worse eye Better Eye Worse eye 

Chefs/ Stewards 6/36 6/36 6/9 6/12 
Hygienists 6/60 6/60 6/9 6/24 

       Note:- Applicants declared Permanent medically unfit by any Armed Forces 
Hospital in previous recruitment for the same entry in Navy are advised not to 
apply. 

 14.   Tattoos.   Permanent body tattoos are only permitted on inner face of forearms 
i.e. from inside of elbow to the wrist and on the reverse side of palm/ back (dorsal) side 
of hand. Permanent body tattoos on any other part of the body is not acceptable and 
candidate will be barred from recruitment. 

TRAINING AND INITIAL ENGAGEMENT 

 15.   Training.  The training for the course will commence in October 2018, with 15 
weeks Basic Training at INS Chilka followed by Professional training in the allotted 
trade in various Naval Training Establishments.  

 16.   Discharge as Unsuitable. Sailors are liable to be discharged as „UNSUITABLE„ 
due to unsatisfactory performance at any time during the training. 

 17.   Initial Engagement.  The initial engagement is subject to successful completion 
of training. The initial engagement is for a period of 15 years. 

SELECTION  PROCEDURE 

 18.   The applications are to be filled online on website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in 
and all required documents in original are to be scanned and uploaded. The   
selection procedure is as follows:- 

  (a)  The ‘Online’ applications alongwith the required certificates will be sorted out 
State wise. The qualifying cut off percentage of a particular State may be          
increased if more number of applications with higher percentage are received. 
Short-listing criteria will be based on class Xth percentage.  

  (b) Call up Letter-cum-Admit Cards (CLACs) for eligible short listed 
candidates indicating date, time and place for recruitment tests, which are   sche-
duled during Mar/ Apr 2018, would be required to be downloaded from the 
official website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in. The Call up Letter-cum-Admit 
Cards will be tentatively uploaded on website by End Jan 2018. No separate 
Call up Letter-cum-Admit Card will be issued. Candidates can be allotted any 
centre view administrative reasons. 

 

   

       

    

 
INVITES APPLICATIONS FROM UNMARRIED MALE CANDIDATES FOR ENROLMENT AS 

STEWARDS, CHEFS AND HYGIENISTS FOR MR - OCT 2018 BATCH 
COURSE COMMENCING OCTOBER 2018 

  

 (c)  All original certificates, mark sheets, Domicile certificate and NCC 
certificate (if held) and Call up Letter-cum-Admit Cards (CLACs) are to be 
produced at the time of written examination. If the details provided in ‘online 
application’ are not matching with original documents, your candidature will be 
cancelled. 

 (d)   Results of the Written Test will be announced on the same day and 
those who qualify written  test will undergo PFT and Recruitment Medical 
Examination (Preliminary), which may take 1-2 days.  

  (e)   Candidates declared Temporary Medically Unfit in the initial 
recruitment medical could avail specialist review from the specified Military 
Hospital within a maximum period of 21 days. No further review/ appeal is 
permissible if declared unfit in the specialist review. 

 (f)  Candidates declared Permanent Medically unfit in the recruitment 
medical can appeal for specialist opinion in a Military Hospital on payment of 
Rs 40/- by Military Receivable Order (MRO) on Government Treasury within 
21 days. Medical fitness certificate other than that of the specialist   
opinion in a Military Hospital will not be considered. No further review/ 
appeal is permissible. 

 (g)  A merit list will be prepared from all the candidates who qualify in all 
respects depending upon vacancies. The Merit list will be available on website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in on 24 Aug 18. All candidates, whose names 
appear in the Merit list and have been declared provisionally medically fit in 
the Preliminary Recruitment Medical, would be required to report to INS 
Chilka. The selection of a candidate will stand cancelled and he will have no 
claim for enrolment in the Indian Navy in case the candidate fails to report on 
the date and time mentioned in call letter for final medical examination for 
enrolment. However, enrolment will be subject to Fitness in Enrolment 
Medical at INS Chilka.                                                                                                                                            

  (h)  The candidate’s selection pertaining to a particular batch is valid for that 
batch only. Qualified candidates whose names do not appear in the final 
select list cannot claim admission for the next  batch. These candidates will 
have to undergo the selection procedure afresh provided that they meet the 
eligibility criteria for the fresh batch.     

 (j)  Call letter for Final Medical examination will be uploaded only for 
medically qualified candidates in the select list. Unsuccessful candidates will 
not be intimated separately. 

 (k)  All select listed candidates reporting at INS Chilka for final medicals and 
enrolment, are to produce the self attested certificates submitted at the time of 
submitting the application, alongwith the original certificates (If the details 
provided during application stage are not matching with the original        
certificates, the candidature will be cancelled). 

 (l)  All select listed candidates will also be forwarded Police Verification 
form alongwith the Call letter for final medical examination.  The candidates 
will be required to submit the same to INS Chilka after getting their          
antecedents verified on this form from the concerned district police authorities. 
Candidates without the verified police verification reports/ reports with    
adverse comments will not be eligible for enrolment.  The format for the 
police verification form can also be downloaded from the website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in immediately after the declaration of select list, to 
ensure timely verification.  

 (m)  No enquiry will be entertained regarding recruitment/ enrolment 
after a period of six months. 

HOW TO APPLY 

19. For this entry, the candidates can apply ONLINE ONLY on website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in from  04 Dec 17 to 17 Dec 17. The procedure is as 
follows:- 

 (a)  Before filling online application, keep matric certificate, 10th Mark sheet 
& Domicile certificate ready for reference.  

 (b)  Register yourself on www.joinindiannavy.gov.in with your E-mail Id, if 
not registered already. The E-mail Id will be used for all future communication.   

 (c)  ‘Log„in’ with the registered E-mail Id and Click on ‘Current      
Opportunities’. 

 (d) Click on ‘Apply‘ (√) button. 

 (e) Fill up the Form completely. Before clicking the ‘Submit’ button make 
sure all the details are correct and all required documents are scanned in 
original and uploaded. 

 (f) Online applications will be further scrutinised for eligibility and may be 
rejected if found not eligible in any respect. 

 (g) Photograph.  THE PHOTOGRAPH TO BE UPLOADED SHOULD BE 
OF GOOD QUALITY WITH BLUE BACKGROUND.  

Note:- 

 (i) A Candidate is required to specify clearly in the online application form 
the entry for which he wishes to be considered in order of his preference [i.e 
3(a) to 3(c)]. 

 (ii) He is also advised to indicate as many preferences as he wishes to opt 
so that having regard to his rank in order of merit due consideration can be 
given to his preferences when making appointments. 

 (iii) Candidates should note that they will be considered for appointment to 
those entries only for which they express their preferences and for no other 
entry (ies). No request for addition/ alteration in the preferences already 
indicated by a candidate in his application will be entertained by the         
organisation. 

  
20.  The application may be uploaded from Common Service Centres (CSC) 
across the country, against a fixed fees of Rs 60 + GST.Ê This facilityÊ isÊ
entirelyÊoptional. 

21. In case of any difficulty faced by potential candidates they may contact 
IHQ MoD (Navy) through website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in. 
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LAST DATE OF ONLINE APPLICATION „ 17 DEC 2017 

WARNING 
 

BEWARE OF AGENTS/ CHEATS/ TOUTS/ ANTI SOCIAL ELEMENTS 
 

Person claiming rapport with the officials of the Naval Recruitment  
Organisation may promise to get a candidate recruited and on the pretext 
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agent think twice! If you think that you can get the things done 
unlawfully, you are bound to lose! You are advised to conduct yourself 
as a law abiding citizen of the country and refrain from using unfair 
means. 
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Ê
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Ê
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of the windows, the witness 
said.The attackers, who ar-
rived in a rickshaw, first shot 
the guard at the gate and 
then proceeded to the hostel, 
according to police.

Security forces, initially 
stunned by the attack, then 
took on the terrorists.

“A total of five terrorists 
have been killed. Nine peo-
ple including eight students 
and a guard have been killed. 

While 25 others, including 
students, police and troops, 
are injured,” Peshawar po-
lice officer Bashir Dad told 
Efe news.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan, the country’s main 
Taliban group, claimed the 
attack in a statement that 
specified that three of  its 
combatants carried it out. 

It said the attackers had 
killed dozens and claimed 

that the institute was not a 
university but “an undercov-
er centre” of  the Pakistani 
intelligence agency the ISI.

“This attack is a reaction 
to the continued brutalities 
by the intelligence agencies 
of  Pakistan on Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan and in-
nocent people especially 
prisoners and clerics,” the 
group said.

Suicide jackets, three 

grenades, two bombs and a 
pistol were recovered in the 
hostel building.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief  Minister Pervaiz 
Khattak said that although 
the police were “always 
alert, this incident happened 
suddenly”, Dawn news re-
ported. A Taliban attack 
on the Bacha Khan Univer-
sity in Charsadda in January 
2016 left 25 people dead.

The worst attack against 
an educational institution 
occurred in December 2014 
when insurgents attacked a 
school in Peshawar, leaving 
151 people dead, mostly 
children. 

Pakistan has launched 
several military operations 
against insurgent groups 
throughout the country in 
recent months following 
multiple major attacks in 
2017.

Peshawar has for dec-
ades witnessed militancy at 
close quarters as it is seen as 
a frontline in the war against 
terrorism as well as due to 
its proximity to the restless 
tribal areas and the Pakistan-
Afghan border.

Harare, Dec. 1 (IANS):  
Zimbabwe’s new President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
unveiled a new Cabinet 
on Friday in which two 
senior military officials 
who played a central role in 
bringing him to power were 
given key jobs.

Sibusiso Moyo, the 
Army officer who went on 
state TV on November 15 
to announce the military’s 
takeover of power, was ap-
pointed Foreign Minister. 
Air Force commander Per-
rance Shiri was made the 
new Minister of  Lands, 
Agriculture and Rural Re-
settlement, CNN reported.

Shiri is notorious for 
having led the military op-
eration against opponents 
of Mugabe in Matabeleland 
in the early 1980s. The op-
eration resulted in the kill-
ing of an estimated 20,000 
civilians.

Z i m b a b we ’s  l o n g -
time ruler Robert Mugabe 
stepped down a week af-
ter the military’s move, al-
lowing his erstwhile Vice 
President Mnangagwa to 
return from hiding out in 
South Africa to pick up the 
reins as interim President a 
week ago.

The 22 members of the 
Cabinet are all members 
of the ruling Zanu PF par-
ty, dashing Zimbaweans’ 
hopes that Mnangagwa 
might include opposition 
representatives in his gov-
ernment.

The 75-year-old had 
promised in his inaugura-
tion speech last Friday to 
reach out to the opposition 
and also pledged sweeping 
reforms and a crackdown 
on rampant corruption.

Chris Mutsvangwa, 
who heads the group, was 
made in charge at the Infor-
mation Ministry. Leaders of  
the powerful war veterans’ 
association, who pushed 
for Mugabe to go after the 
military intervention, also 
got Cabinet jobs, the BBC 
reported.

The Cabinet appoint-
ments take immediate ef-
fect, said an Information 
Ministry official. Following 
the announcement, many 
Zimbabweans took to social 
media to vent their anger 
and disappointment.

“Up until now, we had 
given the coup the benefit 
of  the doubt. We did so in 
the genuine, perhaps naive 
view that the country could 

actually move forward. We 
craved for change, peace 
and stability... How wrong 
we were,” wrote Tendai 
Biti, Zimbabwe’s former 
Finance Minister and a key 
government critic.

Zimbabwean media mo-
gul Trevor Ncube tweeted: 
“President Mnangagwa’s 
Cabinet is very disappoint-
ing. Largely the same peo-
ple that caused this crisis 
have been recycled. The 
honeymoon comes to an 
end and reality dawns.”

M n a n g a g wa ,  w h o 
promised a “leaner” Cabi-
net after taking power, has 
fewer ministers than in Mu-
gabe’s last government.

Patrick Chinamasa was 
brought back as Finance and 
Economic Development 
Minister, a post he previ-
ously held under Mugabe.

Mnangagwa also ap-
pointed six new deputy min-
isters and 10 ministers of  
state for provincial affairs. 
He is yet to appoint two Vice 
Presidents, which Zimba-
bwe’s Constitution allows a 
sitting President to do.

Mugabe’s former allies 
in the G40 faction which 
opposed Mnangagwa were 
dropped from the Cabinet.
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Selena Gomez, The Weeknd still ‘best friends’
Singer Selena Gomez says she and singer The Weeknd dont have bad blood between them 
and are still “best friends” even after ending their 10-month relationship. Gomez has also 
opened up on her reunion with former boyfriend Justin Bieber and said she will always 
have a soft spot for someone who has played a significant role in her life, reports dailymail.
co.uk. “I’m 25. I’m not 18, or 19, or 20. I cherish people who have really impacted my life. 
So maybe before, it could have been forcing something that wasn’t right. But that doesn’t 
mean caring for someone ever goes away,”Gomez told Billboard magazine.  “Some-
thing that I’m really proud of is that there’s such a true friendship (between me and The 
Weeknd). I truly have never experienced anything like that in my life.  “We ended it as best 
friends, and it was genuinely about encouraging and caring (for each other), and that was 
pretty remarkable for me,” she added. (IANS)

EM Images

Kilang Zulu speaking at the release of his album titled ‘Loved By You’ at Kuda Cafe, Half Nagarjan. 

Kilang Zulu’s ‘Loved By You’ album released Star Kailash Kher performs to 
jubilant Dimapur fans

Ed Sheeran, Beyonce release ‘Perfect’ duet

Not right: Juhi on death threats to DeepikaRapper A$AP 
Bari sued over 
sexual assault

“K
inika ase Dimapur” (Nag-
amese for ‘how are you’) 
greeted Kailash Kher to an en-
thusiastic Dimapur crowd on 
Friday, Dec.1 at the Dimapur 

stadium as he took the stage at around 9:0 pm.
Despite the long wait, he was greeted by the 

patient excited fans who had been eagerly waiting 
since 5:00 pm to get a glimpse of the ‘Saiyyan’ ‘Teri 
Deewani’ and ‘Tu Jaane Na’ hitmaker. 

‘Your love has brought me back to Dimapur and 
Nagaland……and it is always a pleasure to perform 
here,’ the star said to the crowd—the people were 
as he had hoped: the stadium was almost packed 
compared to the last year’s show.  

In a humble and touching gesture Kailash Kher 
started his act dedicating his renowned song ‘Tu 
Jaane Na’ to Parliamentary Secretary for Music 
Task Force Khekaho Assumi’s late son Markbo. 

The show which started at 6:15 pm had the 
crowd whining for Kailash Kher with the stadium 
echoing “We want Kailash Kher.” 

Introducing his project band “Surfira”— an 
eight member band which was launched last year—
Kher assured to assist talented artists. He has called 
out to artists to reach out through Surfira on social 
media.  

Regional star Alobo Naga, who Kailash Kher 
referred to as “my Amu (Sumi for ‘elder brother’), 
performed one of Kher’s song which was a blend of  
Hindi and Nagamese.  

The Hornbill International Music Festival 2017 
was declared open by legislator Khekaho Assumi. 
In his brief address, he recounted the initial hiccups 
when the issue of shifting the venue for the Hornbill 
International Music Festival from Kohima to Di-
mapur was brought up. It was sorted out amicably 
though, it was informed. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 

S
ingers Ed Sheeran and Be-
yonce Knowles have come 
out with their new 
track “Perfect. It 
was released by 

the duo on Friday.
The track has been 

remixed by Sheeran 
and features Knowles.

The song has 
Sheeran singing the 
intro verse and chorus 
before Knowles comes 
in on the second verse, 
only changing the 
gender to a 
female per-
spective, 
re-

ports variety.com.
“Perfect” original song debuted 

on Sheeran’s third album “Divide,” 
which was nominated twice 
for the Grammys.

This marks 
the third time 
Sheeran and 
Know-
les have 

teamed up 
musi-
cally. 

In 2015, they performed a tribute 
to veteran musician Stevie Wonder 
at “Songs in the Key of Life - An All-

Star Salute,” and later that year sang 
a rendition of “Drunk in Love” 

at Global Citizen Festival. 
The “Perfect” remix is 

Knowles’ third collabora-
tion in recent months. 

She accompanied 
J Balvin and Willy 
William’s “Mi Gente” 
remix and Eminem’s 

“Walk On 
Water.”

IANS

A
ctor Juhi 
Chawla has 
said people 
should not 
flare up and 

give threats to Deepika 
Padukone for starring in 
“Padmavati”.

Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
“Padmavati” has been 
mired in controversies 
over its release with several 
outfits alleging that history 
has been “distorted” in the 
movie.

Both, Bhansali and 
Deepika have received 
death threats for being 
a part of the film.

Asked about 
how she sees death 
threats being given 

to another actor, Juhi told 
reporters, “I am not speak-
ing of ‘Padmavati’ the film 
but the threats were not 
right. You watch the same 
heroine in other films, go 
crazy for her, you love her 
so much, she has tremen-
dous fan following. Then, 
to threaten her like this, I 
didn’t feel was right.” 

Juhi was speaking at 
the launch of Jyotin Goel’s 
book “Bheem- Destiny’s 

Warrior” last 
evening 

here.
Var-

ious 
Ra-
jput 

groups 
and 

politi-
cal leaders 

have accused 
Bhansali of distorting his-
tory by filming a romantic 
dream sequence between 
Rajput queen Padmini and 
Sultan Alauddin Khilji, a 
claim repeatedly denied by 
the filmmaker.

Historians are divided 
on whether Padmavati 
actually existed.

Juhi said people 
should react to things with 
sensitivity and not flare up 
in anger.

“At the end of the day, 
films are made by direc-
tors, by the team (and) 
you’re playing a part. Just 
for that reason, I’d say a 
little sensitivity is (needed) 
and people should have 
patience. Not flare up and 
say things like that, that too 
to a woman.” 

Juhi said she recently 
met Rajmata of Jaipur 
who said what one shows 
in films can be there for 
generations to learn from 
and hence one should be 
careful.

“I was attending a wed-
ding in Jaipur where I met 
Rajmata ji. She was talk-
ing about films, she said 
something which struck 
me. How many of us really 
read books or are keen to 
learn history, but everyone 
watches films. Whatever 
you show on screen stays 
in the memory of people, 
this is what she said.

“It wasn’t related to 
‘Padmavati’ but a gen-
eral remark on impact of  
films,” she said.

The Deepika-Shahid 
Kapoor-Ranveer Singh 
starrer was earlier sched-
uled to release on Decem-
ber 1. The makers deferred 
the release till they receive 
a certificate from the 
CBFC. They recently ap-
plied for 3D certification.

PTI

Rapper A$AP Bari, 
co-founder of the 
hip-hop group 

A$AP Mob, has been sued 
for sexually assaulting a 
woman, whom he exposed 
naked in a viral video.

The woman filed the 
lawsuit anonymously as 
Jane Doe and says the in-
cident happened on July 9 
at a hotel here where some 
members of the A$AP 
Mob were staying, reports 
tmz.com.

Doe says she screamed 
no, but he pulled the sheets 
off to expose her. Bari and 
a friend were both record-
ing the humiliating scene 
with their phones. The 
graphic video shot by Bari’s 
friend went viral briefly 
before most sites took it 
down.  Later, Doe said she 
fled to a bathroom as Bari 
continued yelling.

In the documents, Doe 
says she was terrified she 
would be raped and begged 
him to let her go. She says 
he eventually threw her out 
naked into a hotel hallway.

According to tmz.com, 
Doe reported the incident 
to hotel security and asked 
them to call police, who lat-
er arrived and deleted the 
video from Bari’s phone. 

IANS

K
ilang Zulu from Dimapur 
released ‘Loved By You’, an 
album that shares the journey 
and challenges that he faced 
through the years and over-

coming them.  
An intimate session at Kuda cafe, Na-

garjan was held for the release where Zulu 
spoke about how the album came about. 
After spending 12 years abroad, the artist 
finally decided to come back saying that it 
was God’s plan for him to bring back this 
album which was recorded in Thailand 
and the Unites States. 

“My songs will let you experience 
freedom and encounter God in different 
ways” Zulu said while speaking about his 
inspiration which was mostly due to the 
pain and struggles he dealt with which lead 
him to write intimate and personal songs.

Zulu also encouraged local artists to 
write their own song’s from the heart, not 
just do cover song’s and to fight against 
all the problems and challenges one might 
face as musicians not with their own un-
derstanding but putting God in place and 
worship.
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Firangi (Hindi)

5 pm: Trian to busan

Dear Meimei
Many many happy 
returns of the day!! As 
you attend 2 years of age 
today we are so glad to 
celebrate it. You are the 
most beautiful and hap-
piest thing that ever hap-
pens to our family. We 
love you so much and 
may our Almighty God 
continue to protect you 
and keep you healthy 
and make us cherishes 
always by your presence.

Loving Parents and 
Siblings!!!! K-

14
73
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Antonio Conte

M C Mary Kom

New Zealand’s Neil Wagner celebrates West Indies’ Roston Chase be-
ing caught on the first day of their first Test match, at the Basin Reserve 
in Wellington, on Dec. 1.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino speaks during a press conference prior to the Final Draw for the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup tournament in Moscow on Dec. 1.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1667SUD0KU 1506 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1666

ACROSS
1. Universal solvent
6. To make a juror of
10. Circle fragments
14. San Antonio fort
15. On the surface
16. Soil of clay and lime
17. Proportion
18. Historic women’s college 

Bryn ____
19. Concept
20. Blunders
22. Choice
24. Collections
25. Killing
26. Befall
29. Aid or assistance
30. Natural sound repetition
31. Daughters of a “replacement” 

parent
37. Narrow strip of hide or leather
39. Product of human creativity
40. Classical musical theatre
41. An illegal entry
44. A quantity of paper
45. Little sleeps
46. Cuban ballerina/

choreographer Alicia ______
48. Increases in size or value
52. German for “Blue”
53. “Little Woman” author 

______ May Alcott
54. Worrying
58. Soviet Union
59. 5,280 feet
61. Small birds (such as the 

greenfinch)

62. French for “Head”
63. Israeli city Tel ___
64. American portraitist Henry 

_____ (1801-1846)
65. Back talk
66. Satisfy
67. Chalcedony 
DOWN
1. Tepid
2. Jai ____, sport
3. Makes from nothing
4. Discharges or signals
5. Encouraged by applause
6. Leaps
7. Poisonous Asian evergreen
8. In a line
9. Subscribes

10. Friendship
11. Half-diameters
12. Uncle of Antigone, and King 

of Thebes
13. Jargon or idiom 
21. French for “Summers”
23. Baboon
25. Dividing walls or layers
26. 2nd letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
27. Reflected sound
28. “You” (archaic)
29. Here is (contraction)
32. Waterproof sheets
33. Beginning to grow
34. Not quite an adult
35. Long periods of time

36. Italian for “Branch”
38. Gentlemen 
42. Islands near Florida
43. Variety of cabbage
47. Baltic country
48. Overstocks
49. Pink-flowered
50. Expels
51. Metal threads or rods
52. Mark indicating an 

unstressed vowel
54. Move lightly or rapidly
55. ____ la Douce
56. Tidy
57. No longer here
60. Certain American herbs or 

shrubs

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1506

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers looks to pass as he drives against John Collins and Dennis Schroder of the Atlanta Hawks, at Philips 
Arena in Atlanta, Georgia, on Nov. 30.

Mary Kom resigns as 
boxing’s national observer

Doping not a big problem 
in the sport, says Infantino

LeBron James leads Cavaliers to 10th win, Irving sparks CelticsWagner’s 7/39 puts New Zealand 
in command vs Windies

Chelsea coach Conte charged by FA

We l l i n g t o n ,  D e c .  1 
(IANS):  New Zealand 
found themselves in a com-
manding position, trailing 
by 49 runs at stumps on the 
opening day of the first Test 
after paceman Neil Wagner 

returned with a career-best 
haul of  7/39 to skittle out 
the West Indies for a paltry 
134 at Basin Reserve here.

Wagner’s feat was the 
fourth best by a Kiwi bowl-
er even as New Zealand 

London, Dec. 1 (IANS): Chelsea head 
coach Antonio Conte has been charged by 
the FA with misconduct following his dis-
missal against Swansea City in the English 
Premier League (EPL) tie.

“Antonio Conte has been charged with 
misconduct following his dismissal against 
Swansea City in the 43rd minute of  the 
game yesterday (Wednesday),” the FA said 
in a statement on Thursday. 

“The Chelsea manager has until 6 p.m. 
on December 5 to respond to the charge.”

The Italian was sent to the stands after 
arguing with the officials over what he 
perceived as time wasting by the Swansea 
players on Wednesday night.

New Delhi, Dec. 1 (PTI): 
Five-time world champion 
M C Mary Kom has re-
signed as the national ob-
server for Indian boxing 
after Sports Minister Ra-
jyavardhan Singh Rathore 
made it clear that active 
sportspersons will not be 
considered for the position.

“I resigned as national 
observer 10 days ago after 
having a word with Mr Ra-
thore. I had been requested 
to take up the position, it 
was not something I had 
asked for,” Mary Kom, 
who claimed her fifth Asian 
Championships gold medal 
last month, told PTI today.

“I had inquired about 
the rule on not having ac-
tive athletes as observers 
with the then Sports Sec-
retary Injeti Srinivas when 
it was offered to me,” she 
explained, reacting to in-
sinuation that her appoint-
ment smacked of conflict of  
interest given that she is still 
an active national camper.

“But at that time, I was 
told that I should nonethe-
less accept the position. I 
did so on insistence of  the 
Ministry and I don’t want 
unnecessary controversies 
about something that I had 

Moscow, Dec. 1 (AFP): 
FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino on Friday sought 
to distance football from 
any suspicions of the wide-
spread doping in other 
sports that has cast a cloud 
over World Cup hosts Rus-
sia.

Ru s s i a  h ave  b e e n 
stripped of  a third of  the 
medals they won as hosts of  
the 2014 Winter Olympics 
in Sochi and last week a ban 
on the country taking part 
in international athletics 
was upheld by the sport’s 
governing body the IAAF.

Next Tuesday, the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee will meet to decide 
whether to ban Russia from 
the 2018 Winter Games in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
over allegations that it ran 
a state-sponsored doping 
programme for years.

But Infantino claimed 
that the level of  testing in 
football is sufficient to show 
that the game is largely 
clean. “I don’t think there 
are many other interna-
tional sports organisations 
who are doing as many 

not asked for.” 
The 35-year-old Olym-

pic bronze-medallist was 
among 12 national observ-
ers appointed by the then 
Sports Minister Vijay Goel 
in March.

The list also includes 
the likes of  Olympic-gold- 
medallist shooter Abhinav 
Bindra, double Olympic-
medallist Sushil Kumar 
and former Commonwealth 
Games gold-medallist Akhil 
Kumar among others.

Of  these, Sushil and 
Mary Kom are still active 
in their respective sports. 
Akhil, on the other hand, 
is no longer a part of  the 
national camp after giving 

up amateur boxing.
He has already reject-

ed the conflict of  interest 
charge, saying that he is 
neither a beneficiary of  
government schemes nor a 
part of the national camp.

“I was never interested 
in this but accepted the po-
sition because I had been 
requested.

I have my hands full 
with a lot of  things. I am 
happy to let it go and have 
no complaints,” said Mary 
Kom.

The decorated boxer 
is also a Rajya Sabha MP 
and is in contention for the 
Commonwealth and Asian 
Games next year.

anti-doping tests as football 
is doing, with FIFA, UEFA 
or national associations, 
in and out of  competition, 
blood, urine, biological 
passports,” Infantino said 
during a press conference 
in the Kremlin in Moscow 
ahead of  the 2018 World 

Cup draw.
“Professional players 

in top teams play 50 or 60 
matches every year. They 
are tested, I don’t know how 
many times every year.

“If  you would have a 
serious doping issue in foot-
ball this would be known 

by now, whether in Russia 
or any other country of the 
world.”

Russia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Vitaly Mutko, 
who is also in charge of the 
World Cup organising com-
mittee, has been implicated 
in the doping allegations.

Los Angeles,  Dec.  1 
(AFP): LeBron James con-
jured a double-double and 
a defensive masterclass as 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
notched a 10th straight win 
on Thursday while Kyrie 
Irving got Boston back in 
the groove with a 36-point 
display.

Two days after being 
tossed out of  a game for 
the first time in his career, 
James scored 24 points with 
12 assists in a 121-114 win 
over Atlanta.

The Cavs’ 10th victory 
in a row saw them improve 
to 15-7 in the Eastern Con-
ference standings, their ear-
ly season woes an increas-
ingly distant memory.

James was backed by 
Kevin Love, who also had 
a double-double with 25 
points and 16 rebounds.

But it was James’ defen-
sive display in subduing the 
threat of  Atlanta’s Dennis 
Schroder which dominated 
the post-game discussion.

Schroder finished with 
27 points, which included 
a burst of scoring that took 
the Hawks into a 67-58 lead 
in the first half.

James however stepped 
up to halt Schroder’s flow of  
points, enabling the Cava-
liers to regain the lead at 
99-90 heading into the final 
quarter.

“I take a lot of pride in 
my defensive abilities no 
matter if  I’m guarding a 
point guard, a power for-
ward, a center or a small for-
ward. I take the challenge,” 
James said.

“My teammates wanted 
me to take the challenge 
and I wanted to take the 
challenge.”

Cavaliers coach Tyronn 
Lue also praised James’ de-
fensive effort in successfully 
shackling Schroder.

That led to a question 
to Infantino asking how 
Mutko could feasibly keep 
his World Cup position if  
the IOC decision were to go 
against Russia. “As far as I 
and FIFA are concerned, 
the answer is simple, it will 
have no impact,” said In-
fantino with Mutko sitting 
alongside him. “I don’t, and 
FIFA doesn’t, participate in 
any speculation about any 
situation.”

Insisting that the sport’s 
world governing body will 
come down hard on any-
one found to be in breach 
of  anti-doping rules, he 
added: “So far all the tests 
we have conducted -- be it 
at the World Cup in 2014, at 
the Confederation Cup, the 
Euros, in club competitions 
-- have been negative.

“And these tests are not 
carried out in Russia. All 
the tests have been carried 
out outside Russia, by non 
Russians. “It will be the 
case in future too, and if  it 
turns out anyone has com-
mitted a rule violation, or 
doped, then there will be 
sanctions.”

notched up 85 runs for 
the loss of  two wickets at 
stumps on Friday.

Opener Jeet Raval (29 
not out) and Ross Taylor 
(12 not out) were at the 
crease when the umpires 
dislodged the bails for the 
day.

Put in to bat, the West 
Indians started well with 
a 59-run opening stand 
between Kraigg Brathwaite 
(24) and Kieran Powell (42) 
before losing the plot in the 
face of  some disciplined 
bowling from Wagner.

Wagner ripped through 
the Caribbean batting as 
only five of  their batsmen 
managed to reach double 
figures.

I n  r e s p o n s e,  To m 
Latham (37) and Raval 
gave the hosts a 65-run 
sound opening start be-
fore West Indian skipper 
Jason Holder packed back 
Latham.

Thereafter, Kiwi skip-
per Kane Williamson (1) 
departed cheaply bringing 
in Taylor, who steadied the 
ship before stumps.

“LeBron did an unbe-
lievable job. One of the best 
I’ve seen all year,” Lue said.

“That was big time for 
us, for him to guard Schro-
der. He got some big stops.”

Irving M-V-P
In Boston, meanwhile, 

James’ former Cavs team-
mate Irving once again 
came to the Celtics’ rescue 
with a dazzling display of  
scoring to overpower the 
Philadelphia 76ers.

Irving’s 36-point haul 
at the TD Garden had the 
Boston crowd chanting “M-
V-P” in appreciation of  
another standout showing.

The victory at the TD 
Garden saw Boston move 
to 19-4 to tighten their grip 
at the top of  the Eastern 
Conference standings.

“I say all the time how 
spoiled we are to coach 
guys at this level,” Boston 
coach Brad Stevens said of  
Irving’s performance.

“He’s certainly one 
of  the most gifted scorers 
in the game and he can 
do things with just a tiny 
amount of space and make 
it look easy.”

The Sixers meanwhile 
fell to 12-9 after the defeat, 
with Croatian power for-

ward Dario Saric leading 
their scoring with 18 points.

In Denver, the Nuggets 
needed a driving layup from 
Will Barton with 3.2 sec-
onds left on the clock to 
snatch a 111-110 victory 
over the Chicago Bulls.

It was the final act of a 
late scoring burst from Bar-
ton, who bagged six points 
in the final 45 seconds to 
rescue Denver from defeat 
against the team with the 
worst record in the NBA.

The Bulls fell to 3-17 
with the loss as Denver im-
proved to 12-9.

In Los Angeles, the 

Clippers’ woes continued 
with a blowout 126-107 de-
feat against the Utah Jazz.

The Clippers were with-
out four of  their five start-
ers from opening night: 
Blake Griffin (knee), Danilo 
Gallinari (hip), and guards 
Patrick Beverley (knee) and 
Milos Teodosic (foot).

The makeshift nature of  
their lineup was brutally ex-
posed by Alex Burks, who 
put up 28 points for Utah 
with team-mate Donovan 
Mitchell adding 24. The 
Jazz improved to 11-11 with 
the win as the Clippers fell 
to 8-12.



Jose Mourinho

Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi flagging off the cycle rally at Thehekhu village gate on Friday.
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Kenuozou Wolves and North Block Warriors enter quarters

Atu of Kenuozou receiving the MOM award from Zapu Liezietsu on 
Friday.

EM Images

Sri Lanka cricket team captain Dinesh Chandimal during a practice session in New Delhi on Friday.
PTI

Cycle rally for “Better and Tobacco Free Dimapur”

Lajong seek to build winning momentum against Churchill

Chandimal questions India's green-track claim

3E Nagaland issue guidelines 
for Hornbill marathon

Jamshedpur, ATK 
remain winless in ISL

Mourinho sweats over Matic fitness 
ahead of Man United's trip to Arsenal

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

London, Dec. 1 (Reuters): 
Manchester United man-
ager Jose Mourinho has re-
fused to rule out Nemanja 
Matic for their Premier 
League clash against Arse-
nal, saying the midfielder 
will travel with the squad 
to the Emirates Stadium on 
Saturday.

Matic, who arrived at 
Old Trafford from Chelsea 
at the start of  the season, 
was substituted after 55 
minutes of  United’s 4-2 

win at Watford in mid-
week with Mourinho say-
ing the Serbia international 
had a muscular problem.

The manager remains 
unsure on whether Matic 
will be able to make his 
15th consecutive league 
start for United as they 
continue to chase league 
leaders Manchester City, 
who are eight points clear 
at the top.

“I don’t know if  he can 
play,” Mourinho told a 

news conference on Friday. 
“He’s travelling with the 
team, he’s going to try and 
hopefully he can, but I can-
not guarantee he is ready.”

Mourinho has yet to 
win an away game against 
a fellow top six rival since 
taking charge at Old Traf-
ford, with United’s seven 
games at Chelsea, Arsenal, 
City, Liverpool and Totten-
ham Hotspur yielding three 
points and one goal.

When asked if  Satur-

Ja m s h e d p u r,  D e c.  1 
(IANS): Both Jamshedpur 
FC and ATK remained 
winless in an Indian Super 
League (ISL) match after 
they played a 0-0 draw here 
on Friday.

Following the draw, 

Jamshedpur moved up a 
place to be sixth with three 
points -- the same as Mum-
bai City FC but ahead on 
goal difference.

Two-time champions 
ATK remain on the ninth 
spot with two points.

New Delhi, Dec. 1 (AFP): 
Sri Lanka skipper Dinesh 
Chandimal Friday mocked 
India's claim of  preparing 
green tracks for the ongoing 
series and said his side was 
focused only on winning 
the final Test against the 
hosts.

The visitors trail the 
three-match series 1-0 after 
suffering a record innings 
and 239-run defeat in the 
previous match in Nagpur. 
The first Test in Kolkata 
ended in a draw.

India's team manage-
ment says they have laid 
out fast-paced pitches to 
prepare for their next chal-
lenge -- a tough away Test 
series against South Africa 
in January and February.

"If you look at the wick-
et (in New Delhi), I am not 
sure that they are preparing 
for South Africa," Chandi-
mal told reporters ahead of  
the final Test, which starts 
at New Delhi's Feroz Shah 
Kotla ground on Saturday.

"The Kolkata wicket 
looked like a South Afri-
can wicket but not these 
two," he said, referring to 
the pitches in Nagpur and 
New Delhi.

"They are thinking 
about the next series. We as 
a team are thinking about 
this series," the visiting cap-
tain added.

Sri Lanka's batting has 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
Kenuozou Wolves and 
North Block Warriors won 
their last respective league 
matches in Group B and 
entered the quarters of  
the ongoing 5th edition of  
10th Northern Angami-1 
T20 cricket bash  played 
here at  KVC ground, 
Ziekezou, Kohima village 
on Friday.

In the first match, Ken-
uozou Wolves beat Lower 
L Khel Vikings by four 
wickets. Vikings elected to 
bat and scored a total of  
119/8 in 20 overs. 

Toto (32) and Lijan-
bemo (25) contributed the 
highest run for Vikings, 
while Tovi claimed four 
wickets in four overs for 
Wolves. Chasing 120 runs, 
Kenuozou Wolves scored 
121 runs in total losing six 
wickets in 15 overs. Riding 

DP-249

day’s fixture was a must 
win to keep the title race 
alive, he replied: ”I tell my 
players just to think about 
the game. It doesn’t matter 
what happened before or 
what happens afterwards.

”We don’t think about 
how many points ahead of  
them we are or how many 
points ahead the leaders 
are.

“ I t  w i l l  b e  t o u g h 
enough against Arsenal 
so we will focus totally on 
this game.”

Arsene Wenger’s side, 
fourth in the league and 
four points behind sec-
ond-placed United, have 
won all their seven league 
games at home this season, 
scoring 20 goals and con-
ceding four.

“When we have the 
ball, we are going to at-
tack with 11 players be-
cause even the goalkeeper 
needs to know what to do 
when we have the ball,” 
Mourinho added. “When 
Arsenal has the ball, we 
are going to defend with 
11 players.”

Mourinho confirmed 
defenders Eric Bailly and 
Phil Jones are not available 
for selection after miss-
ing their last three league 
matches through injury.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 3E Nagaland in a press note 
informed all the runners who have registered for the 7th 
Hornbill marathon 2017 to collect their number bibs at 
the New Secretariat junction on Dec. 2 between 10 am 
and 4:30 pm.

It also informed that spot registration is being offered 
at the venue only for outstation runners who come from 
outside Nagaland since registration is closed for local 
runners on Nov. 30.

All confirmed runners must report at the start venue 
(New Secretariat) on Dec. 3 at 6 am for the race to collect 
their starting pass and proceed to the holding area. The 
holding area will house refreshment counters and toilet 
and urinals, hence no runners will be allowed to go out-
side the area till the start of  the race at 7 am.

Runners willing to avail baggage counter facility must 
pin their baggage tags to their bag after filing in their 
personal details on the slip provided. However they are 
advised not to keep expensive belongings in their bags. 
All the runners are further instructed to carefully read the 
guidelines provided along with their registration forms 
and be thorough with the rules and regulation. No com-
plaints will be entertained in regard to runners who finish 
their race outside the cut off  time to claim the prizes.

Dimapur, Dec. 1 (EMN): 
The Chief  Medical Offi-
cer (CMO) Dr. K. Vikato 
Kinimi, on Friday flagged 
off  a cycle rally at The-
hekhu village gate, which 
was organised in support 
of  “Better Dimapur” and  
“Tobacco Free Dimapur,” 
coinciding with Nagaland 
Statehood day.

The rally was jointly or-
ganised by District Tobacco 
Control Cell (DTCC), Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) and Salesian Col-
lege of  Higher Education 

(SCHE). 
In his short message 

before the rally, CMO ex-
horted the SCHE students 
to be the harbingers of  
change in the society and 
thanked all the participants 
for their keen interest in 
“Better Dimapur.” Address-
ing the students at the end 
of the rally, Dr. Tetseo un-
derscored the importance 
of  clean and tobacco free 
Dimapur. “When we see 
our homes and offices neat 
and tidy, we can say that we 
live in a Better Dimapur,” 

he said. 
DMC Liaison officer, 

Ganesh Sharma requested 
the gathering to cooperate 
with the effort of the DMC 
to make waste and dust free 
Dimapur. 

The officials present 
for the event also exhorted 
SCHE to continue to col-
laborate and support the 
government initiatives “till 
the dream of making a Bet-
ter and Tobacco Free Di-
mapur is realised.”

Principal of  SCHE, Fr. 
Dr. Policarp Xalxo congrat-

ulated all those who made 
the rally a successful one. 

About 150 cyclists with 
messages on their placards, 
‘Better Dimapur,’ ‘Tobacco 
Free Dimapur,’ ‘Waste Free 
Dimapur,’ ‘Smoke Free 
Dimapur,’ ‘Plant trees,’ 
covered the stretch from 
Thahekhu village gate, 
Lhomithi village, Signal 
Angami, Naga Gaon, Sub-
Jial, DC Court Jn, Kher 
Mahal, Hotel Senti, Burma 
Camp, Walford (Essar Pet-
rol Pump), Nagarjan road 
to Salesian College.

on Atu’s 79 runs in 50 balls 
handed Wolves the victory 
in 15 overs. Atsung and 
Meren took two wickets 
each for Vikings. 

Atu of  Kenuozou was 
adjudged as the man of  the 
match for his half-century. 

In the second match, 
North Block Warrior beat 

Middle Bayavu Lions by 
seven wickets.

North Block winning 
the toss elected to bowl and 
restricted Middle Bayavii 
for just 98 runs all out in 
15 overs. Thejanguzo (19 
not out) scored the high-
est runs for Bayavii while 
Khriesavituo claimed three 

Shillong, Dec. 1 (PTI): 
Having begun their I-
League campaign with 
a win, Shillong Lajong 
would look to build a win-
ning momentum when 
they take on Churchill 
Brothers in their second 
home fixture here tomor-
row.

Lajong beat I-League 
debutants Gukulam Kerala 
FC 1-0 on November 27 in 
their opening match at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
but assistant coach Alison 

was not impressed with the 
performance of  his players.

"It was good football 
but not attractive football 
(in the first match). For 
the next match, I expect 
my boys to play better and 
focus more on attacking," 
Alison said.

He said his boys have 
gained confidence after 
the first win and have been 
training hard to make it 
two in two in their opening 
two home fixtures.

"After the win on Mon-

day, the boys have gained 
more confidence. But now 
our main focus is the next 
match against Churchill. 
The boys have recovered 
well from the first match 
and we have been training 
hard. We are ready for our 
second home match," Ali-
son added.

Churchill will be play-
ing their opening match 
and for the newly appoint-
ed head coach Shevchenko, 
tomorrow's match will be 
his first.

Asked about his strat-
egy against the home team, 
Shevchenko preferred not 
to disclose much and stated 
that his team would play 
according to a plan tomor-
row.

"We have not had too 
much time to prepare as 
the foreigners arrived late 
but for the Indian players, 
the preparation has been 
good," Shevchenko said.

"It is a fresh team and 
we will get better game by 
game," he added.

wickets in four overs for 
Warriors.

In reply, North Block 
Warriors reached the tar-
get in 9.3 overs losing three 
wickets in the process.

Renjanthung (28) and 
Abhijit (25) contributed 
the highest run for War-
rior. Neitsizo took two 
wickets in three overs for 
Lions. Khriesavituo of  
North Block was awarded 
the man of  the match. 

It may be mentioned 
that Lower Bayavii Giants 
and Upper Bayavii Sixers 
on better run rate (+0.559) 
have reached the quarter-
final of  the tournament in 
Group A. 

Saturday’s matches 
(Group C) 

T Khel Knights vs P. Khel 
Eagles at 9 am

Zienuobadze High Flyers 
vs Upper L Khel Riders at 

12:30 pm

floundered so far this tour, with big names 
like Angelo Mathews failing to counter 
Indian bowlers.

But Chandimal sprung to the defence 
of  his former skipper, saying the visitors' 
batting woes were not down to one player.

"There are other senior batsmen and 
even the youngsters, they have to take re-
sponsibility when they are in the middle," 
the Sri Lankan captain said.

"That's a problem we have (had) over 
the last one-and-a-half  years. The top five 
batsmen especially have to play long in-
nings."

Sri Lanka suffered a 9-0 whitewash 
across all formats when India toured the 
island nation between July and September 
this year. They have never won a Test on 
Indian soil, but Chandimal said the visitors 

have not given up hope.
"On that day, if  we can do well then 

definitely we can compete with the Indian 
team," he said.

Meanwhile Indian opener Murali Vijay, 
who hit a fluent 128 on comeback in the 
last game, will be competing with Lokesh 
Rahul and Shikhar Dhawan for the two 
opening slots in the final match. Dhawan 
had opted out of  the previous game for 
personal reasons.

Vijay said the competition did not affect 
the rapport between the top-order trio.

"We three are very good friends off  the 
field and it makes it much easier," he said.

"Basically we are fun loving people and 
I think we do things together and have good 
times outside the field, which is really help-
ing us as a team."


