
President of India Ram Nath Kovind poses for a photograph with Pochury women cultural troupe at Raj Bhavan, Kohima on Thursday 
evening. Also seen are Chief Minister TR Zeliang, Governor PB Acharya and Kavita Acharya. 
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Kailash Kher with the Surfira band members and MTF project director Gugs Chishi after addressing 
media persons at Dimapur Airport on Thursday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 28° 13°

Gangtok 18° 05°

Guwahati 26° 12°

Imphal 23° 07°

Itanagar 23° 10°

Shillong 18° 04°

Delhi 27° 09°

Kolkata 27° 14°

Chennai 30° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19.6° 8.6°
DIMAPUR 24.3° 14.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 73%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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To  p e r f o r m  w i t h  S u r f i r a  a t  D D S C  s t a d i u m  t o n i g h t 

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The 
President of  India, Ram Nath Ko-
vind  arrived at Kohima on Thurs-
day  November 30  to be part of  the 
Hornbill Festival and the Statehood 
Day celebration in the state. 

On his arrival at Kohima heli-
pad, the President was received by 
the Governor P.B Acharya, Chief  
Minister of  Nagaland, T.R Zeliang 
along with his cabinet colleagues, 
senior state bureaucrats, IGAR, 
DGP, senior SP Kohima, deputy 
commissioner of  Kohima and other 

senior government officials stated 
the DPRO Kohima.  
The Chief  Minister of  Nagaland and 
his cabinet colleagues also called on 
the president and held a meeting at 
Raj Bhavan. 
A cultural programme and a state 
dinner was accorded to the visiting 
President. Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu 
Rio and a host of  bureaucrats and 
army officials were also present in 
the function. Cultural troupes from 
Chakhesang, Zeliang, Khiamniun-
gan, Pochury and Sümi communi-

ties enthralled the gathering. Raj 
Bhavan officials also informed that  
the president also met various organ-
isations of  the state including Naga 
Hoho, Naga Students 'Federation, 
Eastern Naga Students Union, Naga 
Mothers Association and CNTC 
and had short interaction with them. 
It also stated that the Vice Chancel-
lor of  Nagaland University Pardeshi 
Lal. 

The NMA and the NSF also sub-
mitted memorandums to the presi-
dent. (See page 6)

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
Breaking its silence over 
the speculations, allega-
tions and misconception 
against partial disburse-
ment of  scholarship for 
the 2016-17, officials of  
the All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANC-
SU) stated that there are 
‘some facts which cannot 
be overlooked.’

Addressing media per-
son at a press conference 
in its office this evening, 
Katho P. Awomi, ANCSU 
president said it has been 
sincerely pursuing this is-
sue to deliver justice and 
equality to all the students 
of  the state.

Shedding light to the 
delay in the payment of  
post-matric scholarships, 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 30: It 
didn’t take long for Kailash 
Kher to come back to Na-
galand for the second time 
to be part of  the Hornbill 
Festival  after his unfor-
gettable experience at the 
festival last year. Landing 
in Dimapur on Thursday 
the Sufi singer could not 
hold his excitement as he 
addressed media persons 
at the Dimapur airport 
crediting Nagaland’s Mu-
sic Task Force (MTF) for 
the remarkable effort they 
are conveying to the coun-
try in putting up a one of  a 
kind music festival. 

“The music style and 
marketing is changing but 
Hornbill International 

Music Festival is authen-
tic which the real beauty 
of  the state is and that has 
made me ‘Teri Deewani’ 
to come for the second 
time consecutively” ex-
pressed Kher cheerfully.

It may be noted that 
Khailash Kher was con-
ferred the Padma Shri 
Award 2017 for his con-
tribution to music in the 
country. 

His love for Naga-
land’s traditional music 
blended with ultra mod-
ern-yet cool-in his words, 
and the spirit of  Hornbill 
festival made him come 
back, says the celebrated 
musician who is popular 
for his Indian folk and Sufi 
music. However recount-

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The 
Naga Hoho on Thursday threw its 
weight behind a rattled collective of  
Nagaland government employees 
and called for withdrawal of  Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) 
probe into the alleged funding of  
Naga armed groups by Nagaland 
government employees.

In a press statement, the Naga 
Hoho stated that the ‘recent activi-
ties of  NIA in Nagaland vis-a-vis 
investigation of  almost all the de-
partments and arresting govt. of-
ficials for providing financial aid 
to different Naga political groups/
national workers may be the ex-
ercise of  fulfilling constitutional 
provision and the law of  the land, 
but at the same time the different 
Indian agencies must look into the 
problems from social and political 
perspective’. 

According to the Naga Hoho, 
no sensible person could expect 
conducive atmosphere in Naga ar-
eas as the people’s resistance move-
ment has been in the form of “guer-
rilla warfare”. As such, it stated, 
any struggling nation cannot sur-

vive without depending on the peo-
ple’s contribution and cooperation. 

“We strongly feel that be it govt. 
employees or businessman is pro-
viding the assistance willingly or 
unwillingly but under compulsion 
and therefore the arrested govt. of-
ficials should not be treated as law 
breakers. In this regard, we strongly 
appeal to the NIA to ponder with 
all seriousness and avoid misde-
meanours while dealing with such 
issues.   

“The conduct of  NIA merely 
on suspicion was uncalled for and 
beyond tolerance.  Arresting of  
innocent Naga people by armed 
forces and putting under various 
sections of  infamous laws is unac-
ceptable whereby many were ex-
ecuted and tortured mercilessly in 
the past,” it stated. 

It appealed the NIA to stop in-
vestigation and drop cases against 
the government officials as de-
manded by the Confederation of  
All Nagaland Service Employees 
Association (CANSEA) and dis-
continue with the trial of  those ar-
rested persons. 

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
The Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang on Thursday greeted 
the people of the state on 
the occasion of the 54th 
Statehood Day that falls on 
December 1. 

"I, on behalf of the 
Government of Nagaland, 
extend greetings to the citi-
zens of Nagaland on the 
occasion of the 54th State-

hood Day," expressed the 
chief minister in a state-
ment from the CMO.

Narrating about the 
state's day of inaugura-
tion, the chief minister 
stated that the then presi-
dent of the country  Dr. S 
Radhakrishnan formally 
declared Nagaland as the 
16th state under the Indian 
Union at Kohima Local 

Ground on December 1, 
1963.  He stated the day 
as an extraordinary day in 
the political history of Na-
galand and appealed to the 
people of the state to make 
the state prosperous. 

"Today, as we celebrate 
Nagaland statehood, I ap-
peal to the citizens of Naga-
land to join hands to make 
Nagaland a great and pros-

perous state. On this auspi-
cious occasion, I wish the 
citizens of Nagaland peace 
and prosperity and pray 
that the state scales new 
heights."

The chief minister also 
took the opportunity to wel-
come President Ram Nath 
Kovind to the ‘Land of Fes-
tivals’ and the ‘Falcon capi-
tal of the world’.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): The 
much-hyped 10-day Hornbill Festi-
val, dubbed the Festival of  Festivals 
by the Nagaland government, is set 
to begin its 18th year mark on Friday 
at the Naga Heritage Village Kisama. 
This year, the inaugural function of  
the festival will see the attendance 
of  the President of  India Ram Nath 
Kovind.

Ever since the Hornbill Festi-
val—held annually from Dec. 1 to 
the 10th—started to attract regional, 
national and international attention, 
Dec. 1, which marks Nagaland State-
hood Day, has gradually been losing 
its significance.

Sadly, even this year, the 54th 
Statehood Day failed to find any 
mention in the government's invita-
tion and programme for the day. 

Nagaland state came into being 
in 1962 out of  a political concurrence 
following years of  bloodshed and 
suffering of  the Naga people, and 
was formally inaugurated on Dec. 1, 
1963.

However, the significance of  this 
day has been relegated to the backseat 
and instead, the state’s government 
has taken to spending huge amounts 

of  money each year, celebrating a fes-
tival dedicated to a bird which is not 
even the state bird, while basic public 
infrastructure lie disintegrating. The 
Blyth's Tragopan is the state bird of  
Nagaland.

Meanwhile, the government’s 
hyped invitation to dignitaries from 
outside the state to visit the festival 
also appears to have been snubbed by 
none other but the chief  ministers of  
neighbours as well as Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh himself. The official 
festival programme brochure which 
was handed out to the media today 
had visible traces of  post-print correc-
tions. 

The government’s groundwork 
for this year's edition of  the festival 
has drawn much disapproval from 
various quarters, starting from a hasty 
decision to shift a major feature of  the 
10-day extravaganza—the Hornbill 
International Music Festival—from 
Kohima to Dimapur citing 'security 
reasons'; a delayed green signal for 
preparations and cancellations from 
VIPs expected from outside. 

Sources from stake-holding de-
partments, who wished not to be 
named, complained of  delayed plan-
ning and execution of  works of  the 

entire festival. Nagaland Tourism, 
the nodal department for organising 
the annual festival, also overlooked 
its conventional press conference this 
year which otherwise was a regular 
package where the department briefs 
the media and through it, the public, 
the highlights of  the festival.

Also, it was learnt that official 
badges and car passes to enter the fes-
tival venue were distributed only from 
Nov. 29. Some departments raised 
the issue of  insufficient car passes 
particularly for participating depart-
ments.

“They (Tourism department) is-
sue only 4-5 car passes for the entire 
department which makes it very dif-
ficult for those who are transporting 
materials. They think only the big 
bosses of  the department have to be 
given passes. What they need to un-
derstand is that, it is not the bosses 
who will be transporting necessary 
stuff  and setting up works,” an irate 
employee of  a stakeholder-depart-
ment said.

Some departments mentioned 
also that delayed stall allocation has 
caused undue harassment: there was 
hardly time for both the department 
and the entrepreneurs to plan ahead.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The department of  power Dimapur division 
has announced on Thursday that one of  the 10MVA transformer was 
made operational although only 50% of the capacity of  the total 30MVA 
will be available for now.

This was stated in an press release by Wabangmeren Jamir the execu-
tive engineer for the electrical transmission division at Dimapur.

He also added that efforts are on to further add to the existing 'capacity' 
however it will still fall short of  the total 60 MVA that was earlier available 
prior to recent breaking down of two numbers o 20 MVA transformers.

"The capacity addition is anticipated before Christmas sets in and will 
normalize power supply through the winter/colder months," he added.

Do what you can,  
with what you have, 

where you are.

~ Theodore Roosevelt

We have electricity and good 
roads in the village but I'm 
envious of Dimapur folks 
because spirits are still 

cheaper there.

~ Arien

Mirabai Chanu wins gold 
in Weightlifting World 
Championship  |  P12

President arrives in Kohima 
for Hornbill Festival 

Scholarships: Now ANCSU clarifies for the dept.

'Teri Deewani' says Kailash Kher to Nagaland 

Naga Hoho backs CANSEA 

CM greets citizens on Statehood Day

Hornbill Festival continues to overshadow Statehood Day

One 10 MVA transformer operational
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to office  | P4

ing his last year’s concert 
experience at the Dimapur 
District Sports Council 
Stadium, Kher acknowl-
edged ‘though the turnout 
was commendable, the sta-
dium wasn’t packed as ex-
pected but this time I am 
hoping to see the stadium 
packed’. 

As a professional per-
former who has performed 
globally, Kher expressed 
contentment to experience 
the two days for himself  in 
Nagaland unlike his other 
schedules and admits ‘this 
will be the first time I will 
have two-days for myself ’. 

Well Nagaland’s tra-
ditional music is not the 
only thing Kher is drawn 
toward; he has found a 

new fascination. ‘Chewing 
tamul (Areca nut) is cool’ 
admitted Kher amusingly. 
To visit Dzükou valley is 
one of  his desire, shared 
the Padma Shri Award re-
cipient.

The popular Indian 
singer of  the famed ‘Sai-
yyan’, ‘Teri Deewani’ and 
‘Tu Jaane Na’ (to name 
a few) will be performing 
on Dec. 1 at DDSC along 
with the Surfira-an eight 
member band. 

For Kailash Kher’s 
music fan and all those 
who have missed his show 
last year, the stage is all 
set at DDSC and here is 
an opportunity to witness 
Kher perform live in your 
hometown. 

Awomi said the state gov-
ernment has projected the 
required amount of  INR 
50,69,21,139  for 44,084 stu-
dents who were selected after 
proper scrutiny.

Accordingly, the Ministry 
of  Tribal Affairs, Government 
of  India has given an order for 
sanctioning of  the first schol-
arship instalment for the year 
2016-17 amounting to INR 
13,44,000 on December 28, 
2016.

Subsequently, the Finance 
Department has given the 
placement of  fund on May 24, 
2017 and 'drawal authority' on 
September 21, 2017 amount-
ing to INR 13,44,00,000 of  
the central government share. 
However, the state govern-
ment could deposit its 10% 
share INR 1,49,33,000 on Oc-
tober 9, 2017.

However, following a 
letter written by a so-called 
organisation, Brighter To-
morrow,  to the Ministry al-
leging the government of  
misappropriation of  scholar-
ship funds, Awomi said the 
Ministry was adamant to re-
lease the second and the final 
instalment amounting to INR 
37,25,21,139 .

The Ministry was said 
to have further directed the 
scheme implementing de-
partment i.e. Directorate of  
Higher Education dated July 
4, 2017 to utilise the adhoc 
grant of  the first instalment 
and to submit the utilisation 

certificate.
In this regard, ANCSU 

has written to the Secretary, 
Ministry of  Tribal Affairs 
dated August 23 (a copy of  
which was made available to 
media person) stating its con-
cern and that it ‘shall not ac-
cept any partial payment of  
scholarship to any students’ 
and that ‘all payments be 
made to all the beneficiaries 
at one go.’

The department has also 
written to the Ministry thrice 
dated June 8, 2017; August 1, 
2017 and September 19, 2017 
to the Ministry citing its in-
ability to furnish the Utilisa-
tion Certificate stating ‘the 
said amount could hardly 
cover 27% of  the total amount 
projected for the financial 
year 2016-17.’

In its letter, the depart-
ment has appealed to the 
Ministry to consider for ap-
proval and release the pending 
second and final instalment 
while stating that ‘attempts 
have been made to exercise 
part/partial payment in the 
past but have failed to do so 
since the student community 
is strongly against such type 
of  partial payment and insist 
on one time full payment.’

With the Ministry ada-
mant to release the second 
instalment and the students 
demanding their scholarship, 
the Governor, P.B. Acharya 
has summoned for a joint 
meeting of  ANCSU and de-

partment on September 18 
wherein, he has directed the 
department to pay the first 
instalment as per the directive 
given by the funding agency 
which was agreed upon by 
ANCSU.

Following the instruction, 
the department has submit-
ted the utilisation certificate 
of  the first instalment for the 
year 2016-17 to the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry on November 8.

In this regard, ANCSU 
has made it clear that the 
delay and partial payment 
of  scholarship is neither the 
negligence of  the state gov-
ernment and the department, 
and reminded against making 
any speculations and wild al-
legations without knowing 
the ‘facts and figures’ of  the 
ground reality.

While stating its resent-
ment on the silence of  the 
chief  minister and his cabinet, 
ANCSU has appealed the 
chief  minister to take serious 
note of  the genuine demand 
of  the students and pursue the 
issue with the ministry with 
sincerity and commitment.

The union has also de-
manded that the state govern-
ment to guarantee payment of  
scholarship by December 10, 
failing which it will resort to 
its own course of  action and 
the chief  minister and his cab-
inet will solely be held respon-
sible for any consequences 
that might occur.

Taking advantage of  

the President, Ram Nath 
Kovind’s visit, who is here 
to grace the inaugural pro-
gramme of  the 18th Hornbill 
Festival, ANCSU has written 
to the president through the 
governor seeking his immedi-
ate intervention to release the 
second and final instalment 
of  CSS-PMS for ST students 
of  Nagaland for the year 
2016-17.

'ENCSU walks out'
The Eastern Nagaland Col-
lege Students' Union (ENC-
SU) on Thursday walked out 
of  the meeting that was said 
to be convened by the secre-
tary of  Higher and Technical 
Education on the direction of  
the chief  minister.

The union in a press re-
lease justified the actions al-
leging that the department 
was not able to meet their de-
mands  and 'it has only come 
to light about the manipula-
tion in the system'.

The ENCSU was not in 
a position to accept the pres-
entation of  the department as 
it alleged it was 'nothing new 
but just an old same lame ex-
cuses that has been published 
time and again'. 

The union a announced 
that it is 'compelled' to 
resume the its suspended agi-
tations and that it will contin-
ue from Dec. 1 as the govern-
ment and its department is 
not able to meet the demands 
of  the union.



Two new roads inaugurated in state 

Teacher trainees undertake study tour

Dimapur’s Community First Responders trained

Sarvahitey’s library project reaches Mokokchung, Tuensang

YouthNet to host ‘Hornbill First 
Cut’ inter-collegiate competition

BJP Tuensang appoints 
new mandal president

Colleges organise exchange prog.
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Students of MGM College and Yemhei Memorial College at the two-day 
exchange programme in MGM College.

Members of the Mokokchung District Legal Services Authority at Akhoya village.  

Officials and trainees pose for a photograph after the valedictory function of a training programme for 
Community First Responders in Dimapur. 

Y Vikheho Swu along with the village functionaries during the inauguration of the new road under Pughoboto sub-division on November 30.

DRDA Project Director, Phek, Razouvolie Dozo, along with the village elders after the inauguration of new 
road in Sakraba village on November 29.

Teacher trainees pose for a group photo at the Parliament complex during the tour to New Delhi.

NIIT to celebrate computer literacy day
NIIT Dimapur Centre has invited all its students and 
alumni to celebrate the world computer literacy 
day in its auditorium on December 2 at 1 pm. The 
programme would be organised on the motto “Each 
one reach one” to make everybody a computer literate. 
Besides, the pre-Christmas related gift exchange and 
fun activities, grooming session would be held for 
the interested NIITians on the occasion. The head of 
centre Ajay Sethi has informed all the NIITians of the 
last two years who have appeared their exams before 
November 15 to collect their certificates within next 
week. Sethi also notified that special fast track batches 
would be launched for interested students during the 
winter break. Interested candidates are asked to visit 
the centre from December 11.

BJP Zunheboto mourns death
Zunheboto unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has condoled the demise of Kiyelho Kinimi, eldest 
brother of IK Sema and Kheto Kinimi. The unit 
president Shikuto Sema has described Kiyelho Kinimi 
as a prominent public leader at Akuluto constituency, 
educationist and PRO of Nagaland University, Lumami 
at one point of time. He stated that his demise was a 
loss for the Sumi community in general and the people 
of Akuluto in particular. The unit has further conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved family members and 
prayed for the eternal rest of the departed soul.

Chumoükedima B Khellers informed
With the ongoing major repairing of the village 
approach road, founder of B Khel New Chumoükedima, 
TL Angami, has requested all landowners to render 
cooperation as per the village resolution of 2003. 
TL Angami has sought the cooperation of all the 
landowners as a major repairing of the village 
approach road is underway with the deployment of 
a bulldozer.

INTCWS celebrates Pre-Christmas 
Libra women and youth Wing, Kohima, under the 
aegis of India Northeast Tribal Community Welfare 
Society (INTCWS) celebrated its 9th Pre- Christmas 
programme on November 30 at its branch office, 
D-Block, Kohima. The programme began with a 
prayer said by assistant general secretary. Exhorting 
the gather, the organisation chairman Atsei Sekhose 
said the programme was organised to enliven and 
re-connect the youth in charitable social services and 
uplift the tribal people in any possible way and work 
in true team spirit. Group discussion and interactions 
were other highlights of the celebration.

PKD to celebrate Pre-Christmas
Phuyetomi Kuposhukulu Dimapur (PKD) has announced 
to celebrate advent Christmas on December 2 at the 
residence of Haotoi Awomi, Aqha Sa Chekiye village 
near Agri Expo Site, 4th Mile at 2 pm. The organisation 
chairman Tohozhe Awomi and the general secretary 
Khekugha Yeptho have requested all the concerned 
members to attend the celebration. 

ANDMSA Dimapur convenes meet
Dimapur unit of All Nagaland District Ministerial 
Service Association (ANDMSA) has convened an 
emergency departmental cashier/ accountant 
meeting on December 2 at Tourist Lodge at 11 am. 
The unit general secretary M Zachamo Ezung and the 
information secretary Akaito Jimo have requested 
all the department cashier/ accountant to attend 
without fail. The unit further informed all concerned 
department not to submit the salary pay bill or other 
related bill to the District Treasuries Office.

RD officers to hold conference
Officers of Rural Development Department have 
announced to hold a conference on December 5 at 
10:30 am at the conference hall of RD Directorate, 
Kohima. In this connection, all PDs, POs, DPOs, APOs, 
EE, AE, AOs, BDOs, RDOs, Joint Directors, Deputy 
Directors and Assistant Directors are directed to 
attend without fail. All PDs are requested to ensure 
all the officers in the respective districts to attend the 
conference.

ANCSU convenes assembly
All Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has 
convened its 1st union assembly for the tenure (2017-
19) on December 5 at 11:30 am at NSF conference 
hall, Naga Club Building, Kohima. The union speaker 
Pithungo Shitio has requested all the affiliated units 
and senior leaders of ANCSU to attend the assembly 
positively.

ATMA Ghathashi holds BFAC meet
ATMA Ghathashi Block under Zunhebuto district 
has conducted a Block Farmers Advisory Committee 
(BFAC) meeting at SDAO office in Pughoboto on 
November 28. The meeting, chaired by Tiarenla Jamir, 
ATM, discussed on positive and negative effects of 
jhum practices and scientific inputs. Resource person 
Yatet spoke on identification of active SHGs. The vote 
of thanks was delivered by Vishepu, ATM. Altogether 
16 farmers attended the meeting.

News iN Brief

WeATher ForeCAST IN oTher DISTrICTS 
Max Min DP rh rF

WoKhA 17.2 10.6 9.7 64 NIL

ZBT 20.5 14.6 18 92 NIL

MoN 23 12.6 - 85 NIL

TUeNSANG 19 15.2 17.2 84 NIL

MKG 21.4 15.4 15.4 77 NIL

PheK 18 7 7.2 100 NIL

KIPhIre 18 7.6 11 89 NIL

SeChÜ ZUBZA 18.5 10.5 12 67 NIL

TSeMINYU 21 13.4 12.4 67 NIL

MANGKoLeMBA 25.2 15.2 16.7 70 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Two newly constructed 
roads constructed under 
various schemes were 
commissioned in the state. 
A newly constructed road 
between Khughuto village 
and Mudtusugho under 
Pughobot sub-division and 
the Sakraba - Chizami RD 
road were inaugurated 
recently.

In Pughoboto sub-di-
vision, former minister 
and sitting local MLA 
of  Pughoboto Assembly 
Constituency, Y Vikheho 
Swu, inaugurated a newly 
constructed road between 
Khughuto vi l lage and 
Mudtusugho on Novem-
ber 30.

Inaugurating the road, 
Swu dedicated to the peo-
ple of  the area as Huska 
Sumi Road, a former min-
ister of  the State.

In his address, Swu in-
formed that the fresh road 
cutting stretching around 
6 kms was constructed 

under the Chief  Minister’s 
Road Development Fund 
with an amount of  Rs 50 
lakhs. He has appreciated 
Mudutsugho and Khu-
ghuto village councils for 
their cooperation in con-
structing the road without 
any hassle.

He stated that the aim 
of  constructing the road 
was to make both the vil-
lages improve their con-
nectivity with the sub-divi-
sion headquarter and also 
enhance their economy 
by reaching out to other 
villages.

On naming the road, 
the MLA stated that “late 
Huska Sumi was a true 
leader amongst the Nagas 
who has the concern for 
the welfare of  Nagas as 
a whole and not just a 
tribe. Swu said the road 
is named after him in or-
der to remind the people 
about his propagation of  
upholding the principle of  
honesty.

Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): As part of  
the training programme, the teacher 
trainees of St. Paul Institute of Educa-
tion, Phesama, undertook a 12-day 
study tour to Delhi, Agra and Amritsar 
and visited various historical places of  
importance.

The trainees began with the Delhi 
trip covering places like Lotus Tem-
ple, Qutub Minar, Humayun Tomb, 
Red Fort, Akshardam Temple, Sci-
ence Museum and Rajghat. A special 
programme was arranged by the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat to enlighten the train-
ees about the evolution and functioning 
of the Parliament.

Bureau of  Parliamentary Studies 
and Training (BPST) has organised a 
half day programme with its Addition-
al Director Dr. Deepak. He explained 
the history of  Parliament with every 
facts and details and the role parliament 
plays in the country. Director of BPST 
Alpana Tripathi also interacted with 
the teacher trainees. 

The Additional Director Thomas 
Ngaihte arranged guided tour to the 
Parliament Complex including library, 
museum, central hall and both the 
houses of Parliament. 

The visit to Rastrapati Bhavan was 
an enchanting one to the trainees. The 

guide of  the Rastrapati Bhavan took 
special care in explaining every detail 
of  it and entertained the questions 
related to Rastrapati Bhavan. 

The Agra tour gave them a glimpse 
of art and architecture. The historical 
visit to Golden Temple made them 
appreciate the richness in Sikh religion 
especially their generosity towards the 
needy. The visit to Wagha Border saw 
their patriotic spirit becoming alive as 
the Indian army displayed their love 
for the country through retreating 
ceremony.  The trainees were accom-
panied by the principal and the staff of  
the institute.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Teams from various colleges 
across Nagaland would compete for the ‘Hornbill First Cut’ 
business competition during Hornbill Festival beginning 
from December 1 to 10 in Kohima.

It would be the fourth edition of ‘First Cut,’ an inter-
collegiate business plan ideation and execution competition 
organised under YouthNet’s ‘IMPACT 5000 by 18’ cam-
paign, which is a collaboration with the State government.

The primary objective of ‘First Cut’ is to educate the 
students about entrepreneurship and opportunities in the 
private sector while giving them a taste of the challenges that 
ground realities pose. 

Students would form teams and each team would be 
given seed money of Rs 20,000. Before the commencement 
of  the competition, the teams would also be trained on 
marketing, accounting and business skills and constantly 
monitored throughout the competition. 

The past winners were St. Joseph’s College, Jakhama; 
Sazolie College; and Japfu Christian College, Kohima. The 
chief mentor of the programme is Geoffrey Yaden, Editor 
of Nagaland Post.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
Students of  MGM College 
and Yemhei Memorial 
College organised a two-
day exchange programme 
on December 4 and 5. The 
exchange programme at 
MGM College was initi-
ated by principals of  both 
the colleges.

The principals of  both 
colleges, Rev. Fr. Shibu 
Varghese and Makhan 
Chetia opined that such 
exchange programmes 
would enhance teaching 
and learning and also open 
new ways of  learning for 

the students as well as the 
teachers. 

It may also be noted 
that MGM College stu-
dents attended exchange 
programme on November 
6 at St. Thomas College, 
Bhillai. They practically 
experienced language- 
laboratory, and English 
classes. 

The programme was 
initiated by the principal 
of  MGM College Rev. Fr. 
Shibu Varghese. He was 
accompanied by the vice 
principal Dugra Malakar 
and faculty members.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): President of  Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) Tuensang division, Thsangse Sangtam, 
has accepted the resignation tendered by president of  52 
Longkhim-Chare mandal Hongchosing Sangtam and 
appointed Khumpise Sangtam as adhoc mandal presi-
dent with immediate effect in consultation of  the State 
head office. 

A press release issued by State BJP Media Cell has 
directed the new mandal president to reconstitute the 
mandal executive team at the earliest.

Meanwhile, it notified to all the concerned party 
workers that minister of  Cooperation, Relief  & Reha-
bilitation and Chairman for MARCOFED, Imtilemba 
Santam, would visit Longkhim on November 28. On 
official tour, he would accompany the BJP MLA & 
Advisor of  Treasury Dr. TM Lotha and host of  senior 
BJP members.

Swu also expressed 
hope that the four villages 
in the area would get NST 
services at the earliest with 
the opening of  the road.      

The MLA also un-
veiled the plaque marking 
the opening of  the road.  

Superintendent Engi-
neer of  PWD, Zunheboto, 
L Senti Jamir, in his tech-

nical report, lauded the 
two villages for completing 
the fresh cutting ahead of  
the stipulated period. He 
said the fresh construction 
started in June and com-
pleted in October.

In  a  se para te  pro -
g r a m m e,  t h e  S a k r a -
ba - Chizami RD road 
constructed under MGN-

REGA during 2017-18 
was inaugurated by Ra-
zouvolie Dozo, Project Di-
rector of  DRDA, Phek, on 
November 29 at Sakraba 
village in the presence of  
Veduzo Sasu, BDO RD 
block, Chizami.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the chief  guest ex-
pressed his happiness on 

the success of  the project 
and called upon the vil-
lage leaders to judiciously 
use the fund from the gov-
ernment and develop the 
village with proper plan-
ning. 

While emphasising 
that every village should 
have proper planning, he 
said lack of  proper plan-
ning leads to misappro-
priation of  funds provided 
by the government to the 
village for development, 
failure of  programmes 
and development as well 
as corruption.

With the completion of  
the road, the distance be-
tween Sakraba and Chiza-
mi measuring 40kms has 
been reduced to 8 kms. 

Kuhusheyi, VDB sec-
retary of  Sakraba, chaired 
the programme, while The-
nunu, associate pastor of  
Sakraba Baptist Church, 
pronounced the invocation 
prayer, and folk song was 
presented by Vekuhuyi 
and Rakhutso. 

Nerayi, VCC Sakraba, 
has thanked the Depart-
ment of  Rural  Devel-
opment and officers for 
providing an alternative 
road to the people, which 
would save their time and 
money to reach to the ad-
ministrative headquarter. 
Velicho,  deacon of  SBC, 
pronounced the benedic-
tion. 

The programme was 
attended by village leaders 
of  both Centre Chakhe-
sang and Chizami areas 
and Department officers 
from DRDA, Phek, and 
RD block Chizami.

The officer urged the 
participants to make good 
use of  the skills they have 
learnt through the training 
and also impart the knowl-
edge to their communities 
as they return to their respec-
tive sub-division. The assist-
ant commissioner gave away 
certificates to the successful 
trainees during the event. 

Earlier during the day, 
the team leaders of  all the 
six sub-divisions expressed 
satisfaction and appreciation 
to DDMA, SDRF and the 
NSDMA for organizing the 

useful training and assured 
that they will do their best 
to take the training ‘down 
to the grass-root level’ in the 
days to come.

The resource persons for 
the concluded training were 
Dr. Thingtimla Yimchunger, 
MO, CTI; Rendemo Shitio, 
DDMO, Dimapur; Bubu 
Patrick Golmei, DPA, Di-
mapur; demonstrators from 
the State Disaster Response 
Force of Dimapur. 

Thirty-five district train-
ers drawn from the six sub-
divisions of  Dimapur dis-

trict completed the training. 
They will further train ten 
volunteers each from all the 
villages / wards under their 
sub-divisions in phases, the 
updates informed.

The training event was 
organized by the District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority of Dimapur, in col-
laboration with State Dis-
aster Response Force of  
Dimapur and Central Train-
ing Institute at Toluvi. It was 
supported by the Nagaland 
State Disaster Management 
Authority. 

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
A four-day programme for  
training of trainers for Com-
munity First Responders 
(CFR) for Dimapur district 
which began on Nov. 27 
concluded on Nov. 30 at the 
Circuit House in Dimapur. 

During the valedicto-
ry programme, assistant 
commissioner of  Dimapur 
Rahul Mali insisted that 
the training was timely and 
‘very important’ as the com-
munity is ‘always the first 
responder in cases of  any 
disasters’ before professional 
help arrives at the scene, 
updates from the DDMO 
informed on Thursday. 

Mali congratulated the 
participants for their suc-
cessfully completing the 
training course. He said that 
disasters have in the past 
to which many people had 
lost their lives. However, he 
said, many of  those lives 
could have been saved had 
there been community-level 
trained disaster response 
volunteers. 

represented the NSLSA. 
In Mokokchung, the 

project was introduced at 
Fazl Ali College, Ungma vil-
lage’s Legal Services Clinic, 
Yaongyimsen village and 
Akhoya village. In Tuensang 
it was introduced in Hak-

chang Sochum school and 
Chingmei Sochüm school 
etc.  The library would con-
sist of  books and cater to 
everyone who wishes to 
avail the services. In the sec-
ond phase, computers will be 
put up and interested people 

will be trained on the use 
of  MS Word, Excel, Pho-
toshop, Powerpoint etc. 

The third phase will 
see introduction of  projec-
tor through which various 
educational videos can be 
shown.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
To spread the habit of read-
ing, Sarvahitey’s library 
project has been introduced 
in Mokokchung and Tu-
ensang districts by the or-
ganisation Sarvahitey in 
collaboration with Nagaland 
State Legal Services Author-
ity (NSLSA) during Nov. 
26-29. 

The Sarvahitey team 
was led by Prem Prakash, 
director of  Kids’ Heaven 
School and co-founder of  
Sarvahitey Foundation; 
Limasenala Longkumer, 
master trainer and Esther 
Aye, also master trainer, 
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Comm-Secy. Mero and others seen during the inauguration of the ‘Blue Wave’ at Kohima 
on Nov. 30.

Leaders of the NDPP at the launch of the party’s Peren district office in Jalukie town.

Participants with officials and judges of the elocution competition at the DBCK hall on Nov. 30.

Tesophenyu menfolk dance during the golden jubilee of “friendship treaty’’ on Nov. 30 at 
Tuophema on Thursday.  

State

NDPP launched in Peren district 

GBs complain about admin. 
not informing before surveys

New packaged water to ride the blue wave

APO and CPO stick 
to earlier resolution
‘To abstain from Dec.4 consultation’

Tesophenyu, Tuophema recommit to friendship pact 

Don Bosco’s elocution competition concludes

Tapi Bridge In Mon inaugurated

Border: Untaba dares Assam 
govt. to raid Naga lands 
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Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The 
United Naga Tribes Association on 
Border Area (Untaba) has dared the 
Assam government to conduct evic-
tion drives in all the reserved areas if  
it was ‘really sincere.’ The organisation 
issued a press release on Thursday list-
ing out a number of areas that it stated 
belongs to the Naga people mandated 
by a number of agreements. 

The organisation took note of  
reports about eviction drives being 
undertaken reportedly by the authori-
ties of  Karbi-Anglong district by the 
Assam government particularly in the 
Daldali Reserve Forest in the Lahori-
jan sector. It is ‘too little and too late,’ 
the Untaba stated.

“The initiative is driven by ulterior 
motive based on the inter-personal 
rivalries between the powers that be 
from Assam. It is nothing but a mere 
eye-wash on the bigger lapses on the 
part of  Assam Government over its 
illegal occupation and random exploi-
tations of  thousands of  square miles 
on the rich and fertile Reserve Forests 
areas of  the Naga people inside As-
sam.”

If the Assam government is “really 
intent, sincere” and committed to its 

eviction drive in these Reserve Forests 
areas, the Untaba stated, it must under-
take eviction drive in all these reserve 
forests areas “without any hesitation.” 
It must cover all the areas ‘without 
being selective as per the provisions 
contained in the Reserve Forests Acts 
on the reserve forests, listed, making 
the cut-off  mark from 1860 onwards 
when the then Assam Tea Company 
was first established and tea gardens 
and industries were established in the 
Naga lands.’

The names of  the reserve forests 
the organisation listed: Langting 
Mupa Reserve Forest (Kachari areas), 
Krungming Reserve Forest (Kachari 
areas), Nambor Reserve Forest, up-
per Daigurung Reserve Forest, lower 
Daigurung Reserve Forest, Kaliani 
Reserve Forest, Mikir Reserve Forest, 
Diphu Reserve Forest, Rengma Re-
serve Forest, Daldali Reserve Forest, 
Dhansiri Reserve Forest, Lumding Re-
serve Forest, Desema Reserve Forest, 
Kaki Reserve Forest, Geleki Reserve 
Forest, Tiru Reserve Forest, Kako-
danga Reserve Forest, Desoi (Tsurang) 
Valley Reserve Forest, Desoi Reserve 
Forest, and Doyang Reserve Forest. 

“All these Reserve Forests areas 

rightfully belongs to Naga people as 
clearly defined starting from the year 
1841 when the British government 
established Rengma Naga Hills and 
then Naga Hills District in 1866 head-
quartered at Samagooting, the present 
Chumukedima which was again de-
fined in 1867 so as to cover Rengma 
areas under Nowgong district,” the 
press release stated.

The Untaba stated that “it” was 
again redefined through the ‘Foreign 
Department No. 3386 P, dated 24th. 
December 1875’ to cover all the Naga 
areas from present Sibsagar district to 
North Cachar Hills, presently Dima 
Hasao district in Assam which was 
again slightly rectified through the 
Foreign department “Notification No. 
988 E, dated 23rd. April 1884.”

All the listed Reserve Forests and 
areas were systematically transferred 
to Sibsagar and Nowgong districts 
when there was no Diphu and Gola-
ghat as districts headquarters, the 
Untaba stated. The organisation listed 
out the Transfer of Tracts notifications 
in the press release. 

“History will never forgive nor 
can it be re-written,” the organisation 
added.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The GBs Union 
of  Dimapur (urban) have written to the 
deputy commissioner of Dimapur request-
ing ‘specific notifications’ to inform the 
area or colony GBs when conducting spot 
verifications or surveys.

The union issued a copy of a letter, ad-
dressed to the deputy commissioner, to the 
media on Thursday. 

‘It has been a prevailing random prac-
tice within Dimapur district that while 
conducting survey/spot verification by the 
surveyor/Mondal for mutation and transfer 
of ownership of land the concern area GBs 
are not normally informed,” the letter to the 
administration stated.

“And as a matter of  fact, the area/
colony GBs are well aware of  the factual 
position and status of  a particular plot/

area. That however, due to non-inclusion 
of  the concerned area/colony GBs while 
conducting spot verification, apparently 
there has been many disputes and under 
such circumstances, the GBs could not 
effectively play an active role to settle the 
matter in dispute.” 

The organisation opined that the area/
colony GBs should be included in the exer-
cise “so that the concern GBs who are well 
aware of the factual position will effectively 
assist the surveyor in conducting spot sur-
vey and to avoid complication and disputes 
in the process of transfer of land, title and 
ownership.” 

The GBs’ union has requested the dis-
trict administration to look into the matter 
“on merit and on priority” for ‘common 
interest’ and to avoid any dispute. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): Don Bosco Col-
lege, Kohima (DBCK) organised an inter-
collegiate elocution competition on energy 
conservation on November 30. The event 
was organised in collaboration with the Na-
galand State Designated Agency (NSDA).

A total of  12 colleges from the state 
capital took part in the competition which 
was held at DBCK hall.

Yinjun C. Naam from Kohima Science 
College emerged the winner followed by 
Vesulu Rhakho of Don Bosco College, Ko-
hima and Milepo Vese of Model Christian 
College who bagged the 1st runner-up and 
2nd runner-up prize respectively.

The consolation prizes were won by 
Sanglekhamba from Japfü Christian College, 
Kigwema; Neipukhrienuo Pienyü from Bap-
tist College and Ghukatoli S.C. Sumi from 
Kros College.

Earlier, delivering the keynote address, 
IV Chishi, chief electrical inspector of the 
NSDA at Kohima, stressed on the need to 
conserve energy stating that it was the most 
economical solution to energy shortage.

‘Energy can be conserved by reducing 
wastage and losses, improvement in ef-
ficiency by technological upgrade and im-
proved operation and maintenance. Energy 
conservation makes it easier to replace non-
renewable resources with renewable energy,’ 
Chishi remarked. He observed that hasty so-
lutions to a given problem may create more 

complications rather than solving it.
 “In the recent past, countries have been 

expanding their energy budget presumably 
thinking that energy expenditure was the 
only way to development, but today the 
perspective has changed,” he said adding 
that “one of the greatest challenges facing 
poor countries is to meet their energy needs 
without repeating the mistakes made by the 
rich countries. “A goal of reducing national 
energy expenditure, if  pursued rigorously, 
can lead to a strong emphasis on energy ef-
ficiency, improve economic competitiveness 
and limit oil dependence,” he said and went 
on to say that people need to invest money, 
time and effort in energy conservation, if at 
all they desire to provide the kind of informa-
tion and support towards this venture.

Stating that it is important to understand 
and link to people’s topical concerns, he 
added saying that “the answer to the coun-
try’s energy needs can only lie in adopting 
non-conventional sources of energy.”

The moderator for the competition was 
Dr. Imtinaro Longkumer, assistant professor, 
DBCK, while the judges were Amen from 
NSDA; Benjong Longchar, vice president of  
ANCSU; and Neidilhoutuo Sechü, journal-
ist, Eastern Mirror.

Other colleges which participated in the 
competition were Kohima College, Sazolie 
College, Jotsoma, St. Joseph’s College, Ja-
khama, Capital College, Modern College 
and Mt. Olive College.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
A 121-foot long bridge, Tapi 
Bridge, has been inaugu-
rated in Mon district on Nov. 
29, updates from the DIPR 
stated on Thursday. 

During the inaugural 
programme, advisor to 
DUDA and NEPED S. 
Pangnyu Phom said that the 
government was committed 
to an early solution of  the 
Naga political issue. For that 
reason, the civil society, the 
‘political groups,’ and the 
village communities and the 
public in general should ex-
tend cooperation to achieve 
the goal, he said. 

Legislator Thongwang-

Konyak who also spoke at 
the inaugural programme 
appreciated the DUDA de-
partment and the coopera-
tion extended by the villag-
ers for timely completion 
of  the bridge. He urge the 
department to continue and 
support the people. To the 
villages, he urged them to 
extend their cooperation to 
the government agencies for 
‘more development.’

EE of DUDA Sao Sang-
tam presented the technical 
report concerning the bridge. 
He pointed out that the 121 
foot long single Length 
Bridge was completed in a 
span of  nine months. The 

bridge between Totok Ching-
kho village and Choknyu 
village in Mon district, he 
added, was constructed 
through the Border Area 
Development Programme 
by the DUDA department.

The bridge will effec-
tively connect more than 
40 villages including Tobu 
areas and Tuensang District. 
It will also reduce the travel-
ling time to Mon by more 
than three hours. Moreover 
the valley around the bridge 
which is a very fertile region 
will be benefitted greatly 
as the project provides the 
much needed linkage to 
Mon town.

CF is planning to produce 1 liter 
and 300 ml pet bottle water for the 
coming years. 

Giving a brief  background of  
the water plant, he said the setting 
up of water plant was initiated since 
September 2012 comprising of  11 
members board of directors under 
the chairmanship of Tawang Kon-
yak with the primary objective is to 

ensure the availability of  portable 
water for the Capital Dairy Plant 
and generate substantial revenue 
by utilizing the additional treated 
water for sales as packaged drinking 
water. 

Mero further informed that one 
building for housing of the plant was 
constructed and machinery equip-
ments were installed by incurring 

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
has entered Peren district. 

A programme marking 
the launch of  the NDPP 
was held on Thursday at 
Jalukie town, updates from 
the party’s media committee 
informed on Nov. 30. 

The keynote address was 
delivered by Chingwang 
Konyak, president of  the 
NDPP Nagaland, to “shed 
light on the confusion of  
NPF and NDPP.” He ad-
vised rather to concentrate  
“on strengthening NDPP” 
and assured to ‘solve the 
technicalities as when time 
comes.’ 

A highlight of  the pro-
gramme was the declaration 
of support from the Nation-
alist Congress Party and the 
Congress party of  Peren 
district with the presidents of  
both the parties submitting 
‘declaration of  their sup-
port to the president, NDPP 
Nagaland,’ the press release 
from the NDPP’s press re-
lease stated.  

Neiba Ndang and Iherie 
Ndang, both of  whom re-
cently joined from national 
political parties, NCP and 
Congress respectively, spoke 
at the event. In the words of  
the press release they ‘had 
a similar reason for join-
ing NDPP and that being 

corruption at all levels by 
the present ruling govern-
ment and therefore their 
hope came in the form of  
NDPP.’ 

Alemtemshi Jamir, 
working president of  the 
NDPP, also addressed the 
gathering by thanking the 
people of Peren district for 
“giving their best warriors” 
namely Neiba Ndang and 
Iherie Ndang, to NDPP “in 
the common fight against 
all aliments for a better Na-
galand.”  

Also, Abu Metha, sec-
retary general of the NDPP, 
was quoted as having point-
ed that the NDPP was a 
‘people’s party’ and people 

from all over the Naga lands 
were “equal stake holders 
of the party and that autoc-
racy, nepotism and VIP cul-
ture will not be entertained 
or practiced by the party.” 
He promised the people of  
Peren that in the event of  
the NDPP coming to power, 
the “people of Peren will be 
in the decision making for 
the development of the state 
rather than wait for develop-
ment to come to them.” 

The party’s office for Per-
en region was inaugurated at 
Lungda Market Complex in 
Jalukie town, with a ‘small 
prayer’ and ribbon cutting 
by Chingwang Konyak, the 
updates added. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): A new 
packaged drinking water plant called 
‘Blue Wave’ was inaugurated by MK 
Mero, commissioner-secretary of the 
department of Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary at the Dairy Farm in 
Kohima on Nov. 30.

The water plant was installed by 
the Nagaland State Dairy Coopera-
tive Federation Limited in collabo-
ration with the Nagaland Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary Services 
department. The plant has been ap-
proved by the Bureau of  Indian 
Standard since December 2016.

Addressing during the inaugural 
function, Mero who is also the chair-
man of  the Nagaland state Dairy 
Cooperative Federation Limited 
informed that the plant is capable of  
producing 1000 liters per hour pack-
aged drinking water for marketing 
which will come in 500 ml pet bottle 
and 20 liters jars.

He further informed that NSD-

an expenditure of Rs. 68.12 lakhs, 
which was mobilised by the Naga-
land State Cooperative Federation 
Limited. 

The lay out planning, construc-
tion and installation works were car-
ried out by a sourcing consultancy 
services from M/S Bestech Water 
Treatment Private Limited Ahmeda-
bad, Gujarat India, he informed.

Dr. Viral Yore, additional direc-
tor of A.H & Vety. Services, during 
the welcome address said, the Di-
rector General of Bureau of Indian 
standard during his last September 
visit at the plant site located at Lerie, 
Kohima has termed the ‘Blue Wave’  
as one of the best water in the entire 
North east and further encour-
ages the federation for production at 
larger scale. 

He maintained that Blue Wave 
has large demand in the market and 
was optimistic that it will be progres-
sive and might soon become the 
backbone of the state economy.

nities to celebrate their 
friendship to forgive one 
another and ‘carry out 
cultural practices and 
tradition handed down 
by the ancestors.’

Further, Rengma 
called upon the people 
to fight the menace of  
corruption in Naga so-
ciety. “The cry of Nagas 
today is corruption free 
government but we are 
forgetting that to have 
corruption free and good 
governance can come if  
the society can get rid 
of  corruption and start 
thinking and act posi-
tively and responsibly,” 
Rengma said.

A citizen, CT Reng-
ma, narrated the his-
tory behind the event. 

He said that in order to 
strengthen and uphold 
the pledge undertaken 
by their ancestors, the 
people of  Tesophenyu 
and Tuophema entered 
into a formal friendship 
treaty. Tuophema hosted 
the friendship treaty on 
Feb. 16 1967, followed 
by Tesophenyu on Jan. 
17 1969 during the lead-
ership of  Guolhoulie 
Rio, Tuophema and As-
fibi Kemp Tesophenyu.

Whenever there was 
war, a Vitho (ceasefire) 
was often proposed, it 
was informed. Khrietho 
(friendship) is greater 
than Vitho, the gathering 
was told. 

‘Although there is 
no written record of the 

friendship, we have been 
made known about this 
friendship through our 
oral history,’ Rengma 
observed.

Calling upon the 
younger generation to 
continue and uphold the 
friendship, he said that 
‘for years our ancestors 
have safeguarded and 
passed on this friendship 
and goodwill into our 
hands.’ He said to have 
done a ‘little research’ 
and found out that the 
friendship was built 
around the 1870s before 
the British invaded the 
Naga country.

Earlier a mono-
lith was unveiled at 
Tesophenyu village to 
mark the occasion.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): The 
Angami Public Organisation and the 
Chakhesang Public Organisation on 
Thursday iterated that it will not at-
tend the Dec.4 consultative meeting 
on Naga political issue in tune with 
the resolution of the tribe organisa-
tions not to attend any consultative 
meetings with the government unless 
the Assembly Resolution of Nov. 24, 
2016 is revoked.

“ This Press Release is issued in 
reiteration and as a reminder for the 
information of all concerned, of the 
decision taken by the Tribal Hohos in 
a meeting held on Tuesday October 
31, 2017 at the Angami Public Organ-
isation (APO) Hall, Kohima wherein 
it was firmly resolved that the Tribal 
Hohos will not attend any Consulta-
tive Meeting called by the Govern-
ment of  Nagaland until and unless 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly’s 
Resolution of 24th November 2016 
pertaining to the ULB Elections is 
revoked,” stated the press release from 
APO signed by the president of APO 
Dr. Vilhusa Seleyi and  president of  
CPO Kekhwengulo Lea.

The two organisation stated that it 
will therefore not attend the Nagaland 
Legislators’ Forum consultative meet-
ing with the former parliamentarians 
and civil society on the Naga political 
issue that was convened by the Speak-
er Dr. Imtiwapang Aier.

Kohima Bureau
Tuophema,  Nov.  30: 
Tesophenyu and Tuophema 
village, two villages in Ko-
hima district are marking 
with a celebration of what it 
is informed to be the golden 
jubilee of a “friendship trea-
ty’’ between the two villages. 
The event was conducted at 
Tuophema on Nov. 30 with 
Neiphiu Rio, member of  
Parliament as the chief guest 
of the programme.

The programme was 
envisaged to ‘strengthen 
and uphold the pledge’ un-
dertaken by the ancestors 
of  the two villages, it was 
informed. 

Speaking during the oc-
casion, Neiphiu Rio asked 
the community ‘to strength-
en and uphold their friend-
ship treaty of  peace and 
unity.’ 

‘Our forefathers with 
their wisdom have stopped 
the fight in the communi-
ty and created friendship 
which has been upheld to 
date said,’ Rio. He lauded 
the initiative to renew their 
friendship and pass it down 
to the younger generation ‘to 
bring peace and unity to the 
Naga society.’

The former chief minis-
ter encouraged the gathering 
to also ‘spread the message 
of friendship treaty to every 
village and tribe so that peace 
will prevail in Naga society.’ 
He called upon the com-
munity to maintain peace 
and respect among other 
communities too.

Levi Rengma, parlia-
mentary secretary for Hous-
ing, also addressed the event. 
In his short address he said 
“Tradition represents a criti-
cal piece of  Naga culture. 
They help form the struc-
ture and foundation of our 
families and our society and 
remind us that we are part 
of a history that defines our 
past, shapes who we are to-
day and who we are likely to 
become. Once we ignore the 
meaning of  our traditions, 
we’re in danger of  damag-
ing the underpinning of our 
identity”

Rengma lamented that 
the role of culture in the soci-
ety today had been ‘damaged 
because of forgetfulness of  
the past and the neglect of  
our cultural heritage.’ He has 
called upon the two commu-
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A i z a w l ,  N o v.  3 0 
(IANS):  The s igning, 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d 
adherence to the Mizo 
Accord of  1986 is still held 
up as a shining example all 
over the world, President 
Ram Nath Kovind said 
here on Thursday.

He sa id  c red i t  for 
the atmosphere of  peace 
a n d  d e ve l o p m e n t  i n 
Mizoram goes to political 
stakeholders, civil societies, 
the Church and bodies 
affiliated to it.

“The accord was truly a 
miracle in the way in which 
it ended an insurgency 
situation and a conflict that 
had divided our country 

and Mizo society itself,” 
the President said while 
addressing the special 
session of  the Mizoram 
assembly.

Kovind said:  “The 
accord and i ts  legacy 
represent one of the greatest 
successes in India’s long 
history. 

“One must recall the 
enlightened and far-sighted 
leadership of  Laldenga, 
as well as the efforts and 
generosity of  spirit of  Lal 
Thanhawla, who is now the 
incumbent Chief Minister.”

After the 1959 famine, 
which resulted in the 
death of  at  least  100 
people, besides heavy loss 

to human property and 
crops, the Mizo National 
Fr o n t  ( M N F )  l e d  b y 
Laldenga waged a 20-year-
long guerilla war (from 
1966 to 1986), against 
the Indian government 
for independence before 
signing the peace accord 
with the Centre in 1986.

T h e  M N F  i s  n ow 
a  r e g i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l 
par ty that headed the 
state government in the 
Christian majority state led 
by former guerrilla leaders 
Laldenga (1986-1988) and 
Zoramthanga (1998-2008).

Mizoram became the 
23rd state of  the Union of  
India on February 20, 1987.

The President said that 
Mizoram is in focus for the 
Centre’s “Act East Policy”.

“This Policy aims at 
enhancing connectivity 
and trade linkages between 
Mizoram and the other 
Northeastern states and the 
rest of  the country - as well 
as neighbouring countries 
of  Southeast Asia.”

Kovind said: “For a 
short time in our history 
there was a misconception 
about the Northeast India 
being a “frontier”. Far from 
that, it is at the heart of  an 
ancient trade corridor. 

“For centuries, South 
Asia and Southeast Asia 
have been perceived as a 
composite trading region, 
with cultural similarities 
as well.”

Congratulating the 
Mizoram Assembly, the 
President said: “In its 
decades-old history, it has 
established a reputation 
for smooth conduct of  
business. 

“This assembly is a role 
model for our democracy 
and for how a Legislative 
House should function.” 

The President after a 
two-day visit to Mizoram 
left for Nagaland where he 
will inaugurate the famous 
traditional Hornbill Festival 
and State Formation Day 
celebrations on Friday.

Aizawl, Nov. 30 (PTI): President Ram 
Nath Kovind today urged legislators to be 
the true representatives of people by being 
fair to the entire constituency, and not just 
those who voted for them.

Addressing a special session of  the 
Mizoram Assembly, Kovind said a 
legislator equally represents those who did 
not vote for him or opposed him.

The president said a rival in an election 
was a political competitor and not an 
enemy, and ideally, the functioning of the 
legislature should be marked by dignity 

and decorum.
The political system should not allow 

differences to become disputes, he said.
“After the election, the competitor 

could become a colleague in the task of  
ensuring the well-being and development 
of a constituency, of the state and of the 
country,” he said. 

Appealing to legislators to uphold the 
beauty of  a democratic polity, Kovind 
said, “I am glad to see that this philosophy 
has such an instinctive acceptance in 
Mizoram.”

Aizawl, Nov. 30 (PTI): 
Mizoram Governor Lt Gen 
(Retd) Nirbhay Sharma 
expressed optimism that 
P re s iden t  Ra m Na th 
Kovind’s visit to the state 
would bring several issues 
concerning it to the forefront.

H e  s a i d  M i z o r a m 
occupied a strategic place in 
the Act East Policy, but while 
it achieved admirably in 
various human development 
indices and social indicators 
such as literacy rate and sex 
ratio, infrastructural deficit 
was acute.

“The way ahead is to 
enhance connectivity in 
all its dimensions - i-ways 
( i n f o r m a t i o n  way s ) , 
highways, airways, railways 
and waterways; ‘panch 
tatva’ as our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister (Narendra Modi) 
has called it in the context 
of the North East,” he said.

Kovind today became 
only the second president 
to address the Mizoram 
Assembly, after A P J Abdul 
Kalam.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
Manipur ’s  Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution Minister Karam 
Shyam Singh become the 
first minister in the BJP led 
coalition government in the 
north eastern state to ride 
bicycle to attend office and 
cabinet meeting at Chief  
Minister’s office in Imphal.

Though the minister’s 
move to attend office by 
riding a bicycle every 
Thursday evoked mixed 
response, Minister Shyam 
accompanied by three of  
his personnel staffs rode 
mountain bike (bicycles) 
straight to Old Secretariat 
office at Imphal secretariat 
c o m p l e x e s  f r o m  h i s 
Sanjenthong official quarter 
covering about one km in the 
morning.

“The idea to ride bicycle 
(to attend office) is to bring 

a change and also to give 
a message to the masses,” 
says Minister Shyam. “One 
should practice austerity to 
bring a new positive wave in 
the political system for a new 
Manipur.”

Speaking to reporters, he 
said, “The mindset among 
the general public that 
riding a bicycle lowers the 
status needs to be changed. 
The youths should not feel 
ashamed of riding bicycle to 
school/college and coaching 
classes.”

Expressing that the 
elected members must 
practice austerity to bring 
a new positive wave in the 
political system, he hoped 
that other cabinet ministers 
also follows the suit.

Minister Shyam assured 
that he will continue to ride 
bicycle to attend office and 
that he will stand by his 
decision.

The minister who was 
elected on the Lok Jansakhti 
party ticket from Langthabal 
constituency in Imphal 
West district in the last 
assembly polls, had formally 
announced to ride bicycle 
to attend office on every 
Thursday while flagging off  
ceremony of  ‘Cyclothon’ 
to conserve fuel at Indian 
Oil Corporation depot at 
Malom in the outskirt of  
Imphal on Sunday (Nov. 
26).

He had been appealing 
to promote bicycle instead 
of two wheeler vehicle and 
cars to conserve fuel as oil 
is non-renewable source of  
energy. Manipur requires 70 
kilolitres of petrol, 200 kl of  
diesel and 80 kl of cooking 
gas monthly.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  N 
Biren also encouraged and 
appreciated his decision to 
cycle to workplace.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Nine railway 
staff  namely Prasant Kr Modak, Md 
Akramul Haque, Buddhi Ram Basumatary, 
Lakshmi Thakur, Amit Kr Singh, Ashok Kr 
Modi, Chandan Kumar, Shri Sujit Prasad 
and Khageshwar Singh were awarded 
on Nov. 30 by Lokesh Narayan, Addl. 
General Manager, N.F. Railway for showing 
exceptional devotion towards duty. This 
was stated in a press release issued by the 
Chief Public Relations Officer NF Railway 
Maligaon.

Prasant Kr Modak (Loco Pilot) and Md 
Akramul Haque (Asst Loco Pilot) based 
at New Jalpaiguri while on duty by 02261 
express train on 27.05.2017 detected rail 
fracture and controlled their train at KM 
216/6 between Adina and Eklakhi stations 
thereby averting a major mishap. Both of  
them were awarded with a cash award of  
Rs. 2,000/- each in recognition of  their 
meritorious service, stated the release.

Buddhi Ram Basumatary, Station Suptd. 
of  Kokrajhar station while on duty dated 
09.09.2017 detected hot axle in wagon 
no SEBCN 108141 of  a goods train and 
took immediate steps to stop the train. 
Thus a probable accident was averted. In 
recognition of  his devotion towards duty 
he was awarded as “Man of  the month 

September – 2017” certificate along with a 
cash award of Rs. 5,000/.

The release further mentions that 
Lakshmi Thakur, Sr Section Engineer/
Loco/Katihar and Amit Kr Singh Chief  
Loco Inspector/Katihar, Ashok Kr Modi 
Station Manager / Katihar and Chandan 
Kumar Pointsman / Katihar showed 
alertness during a fire incident in earth mover 
machine in line number eight at Katihar 
yard on 17.09.2017 and shifted two engines 
in the vicinity of the fire, thus averted major 
mishap. In recognition of  their devotion 
towards duty they were also awarded as 
“Man of  the month September – 2017” 
certificate along-with a cash award of Rs. 
5,000/- each.

Sujit Prasad (Loco Pilot) and Khageshwar 
Singh ( Sr Asst Loco Pilot) based at 
Alipurduar Jn while on duty on a goods 
train suddenly observed a big elephant on 
railway track at KM 29/4-5 between Sevok 
and Gulma station on 23.10.2017. They 
immediately stopped the train by applying 
emergency brake thereby saving the elephant 
and a probable derailment. In recognition of  
their service and devotion towards duty they 
were awarded as “Man of the month October 
– 2017” certificate along-with a cash award of  
Rs. 5,000/- each, stated the release.

Itanagar, Nov. 30 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
government today said that 
the intention for construction 
of  the greenfield airport at 
Hollongi near here has been 
very positive from day one.

Initially the proposed site 
was selected as Karsingsa 
but due to technicalities, 
the Director General of  
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and 
Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) had asked the state 
government to locate some 
other site for the airport, 
state Urban Development 
Minister Nabam Rebia told 
reporters here.

The minister informed 
that accordingly the second 
option site at Hollongi was 
selected. But again there 
were lot of  controversies 
aroused for the site selection.

“On the request of  the 
state government a central 

joint inspection committee 
came to Itanagar to study the 
feasibility of the site.

“ T h e  C e n t r a l 
Technical Committee in 
its joint inspection report 
recommended Hollongi 
as the feasible site,” he 
disclosed and added that 
the state Cabinet in its 
meeting on July 18 this 
year approved the Central 
Technica l  Commit tee 
s recommendation for 
Hollongi as the feasible site 
for Greenfield airport.

“ T h e  a c c e p t a n c e 
and approval of  the state 
gover nment had been 
communicated to Civil 
Aviation ministry, DGCA 
and AAI,” Rebia said.

“A team from AAI on 
the directive of  the Union 
Civil Aviation ministry 
will arrive here today on 
a six- day visit to the state 

to carry out detail study 
on all airfields in the state 
including the proposed 
Greenfield Airport,” Rebia 
said. On establishment of a 
Sainik School in the Nyishi 
belt, the minister informed 
that instead of  a simple 
Sainik Schook, the state 
government is in advanced 
talks for establishment of a 
cantonment in the capital 
region.

“We have  a l r eady 
identified 500 acres of land 
and the joint survey will 
be done shortly,” Rebia 
said adding, the matter was 
discussed during the recent 
visit of  Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman who 
had approved it in principle.

“The cantonment will 
have referral hospitals, 
s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r 
infrastructure,” the minister 
added. 

Imphal, Nov. 30 (PTI): A deputy 
commissioner in Manipur has urged 
Reliance Jio Infocomm chairman 
Mukesh Ambani to set up more 
mobile towers in inaccessible and 
hilly areas of  Tamenglong district 
to help improve communication 
facilities.

The letter to Ambani was 
written by Armstrong Pame, Deputy 
Commissioner of  Tamenglong, 
who was instrumental in building 
a 100 km motorable road without 
government help five years ago when 
he was the Sub-Divisional Magistrate 

of Tousem.
It would be a dream come true 

for the people if he (Ambani) could 
intervene in setting up more mobile 
towers and provide Internet service in 
the district, Pame had written to the 
Reliance Jio chief early this month.

Now people have to walk for 
a day or two to reach the district 
headquarters from remote areas 
to submit applications to the DC’s 
office, said Pame, an IAS officer of  
2009 batch.

Setting up of the mobile towers 
would improve communication 

facilities in the hill district and enable 
people to submit applications online, 
he said adding that Ambani has 
acknowledged the letter.

Pame told PTI that he had also 
received calls from Guwahati and 
Mumbai offices of  Reliance Jio 
saying “a team will be deputed to 
the least undeveloped areas of  the 
district by the end of  this year to 
study technical requirements for 
establishment of mobile towers.” 

Pame had earned the sobriquet of  
“Miracle Man” after he helped local 
people construct a 100-km long road 

between Tousem and Tamenglong in 
less than a year without government 
assistance in the hill district when he 
was the Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
of Tousem.

The construction of  the road 
became possible after he raised 
Rs 40 lakh with the help of  social 
media. Donations also came from 
various individuals. Pame himself  
had contributed Rs 5 lakh while his 
brother donated Rs 1 lakh.

The construction of  the road 
started in 2012 and was completed 
in 2013.

Agartala, Nov. 30 (IANS): A BJP party 
member was shot dead by unidentified 
miscreants in Tripura’s Gomati district on 
Wednesday night, hours after Chief Election 
Commissioner A.K. Joti ended his two-day 
visit to the Left-ruled state to review poll 
preparedness and directed improvement in 
the law and order situation in order to hold 
state elections.

“Some unidentified miscreants shot 
dead Gourhari Molsom, 42, at Killa on 
Wednesday night. Police is investigating the 
incident,” a police official said. A police team 
on Thursday recovered the body and sent it 

to Gomati district hospital for post-mortem.
Inspector General (Law and Order) 

K.V. Sreejesh said a forensic team visited the 
spot and a dog squad has been pressed into 
service to trace the criminals.

State Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) vice 
president Rampada Jamatia who visited the 
spot and met the family members of the slain 
person, has demanded severe punishment 
for those behind the killing. BJP spokesman 
Mrinal Kanti Debnath alleged that “goons” 
of the Communist Party of India-Marxist 
were involved in the killing while the Left 
party has strongly rejected the accusation.

New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): 
Detailing the BJPs rise in 
the northeast, its General 
Secretary, Ram Madhav, 
has contended that the party 
aims to expand its influence 
in the entire region. In his 
foreword to a new book, 
Madhav has elaborately 
written about his partys 
strategy in the northeast, 
where it enjoys more than 
two-thirds majority in Assam 
and also rules Manipur.

In his five-page foreword 
to “The Last Battle of  
Saraighat,” Madhav lauds the 
“uniqueness and diversity” 
of the region and writes that 
even in the desire to look 
and sound “national,” one 
should not disrespect or 
discard the unique structure 
of the region. 

“One has to acknowledge 

and respect this diversity 
in order to succeed in 
influencing the people. I 
believe that grooming diverse 
local leadership is the key 
to success for any political 
party in this region. One 
wishing to work in or for 
the North-east must learn to 
respect the diversity of  this 
region,” Madhav has written 
in the foreword to the book, 
authored by Rajat Sethi and 
Shubhrastha, both of whom 
were an integral part of the 
BJP’s campaigns in the north 
east. 

“This one lesson helped 
us enormously when we 
faced the first election in 
Assam in early 2016. Of  
course, we had Modiji’s 
popularity as a big weapon 
to use in the elections, but 
the political and economic 

conditions in the country 
at the time were not very 
encouraging for the BJP,” 
notes the 53-year-old RSS-
pracharak turned politician. 

He also points out that 
the strategy of respecting and 
recognising the “uniqueness 
and diversity” of the region 
worked well and the BJP 
did exceedingly well in 
Assam, securing 60 seats in 
the 126-member assembly. 
Together with its allies, it had 
87 members, more than the 
two-thirds majority. 

“I feel two or three 
important factors helped us 
win the first major state in 
the North-east for the BJP. 
We were successful in forging 
a rainbow coalition with the 
AGP (Asom Gana Parishad) 
and the (Bodoland People’s 
Front) BPF, thereby giving 

the people a feeling that we 
were capable of  unseating 
the 15-year-old Congress 
regime. The election was 
largely centred around local 
concerns, focussing on the 
misdeeds and failures of the 
Assam Congress government 
under Tarun Gogoi,” he 
expands on his party’s 
strategy during the 2016 
elections . After Assam, his 
party has been successful 
in forming a government in 
Manipur too. 

“The strategy adopted 
in this state was different 
because BJP was much 
weaker in Manipur than in 
Assam. Here, the division 
of votes helped BJP. Hence 
we contested the elections 
independently and won 
enough seats to come to 
power with the help of  our 

coalition parties,” he adds. 
M a d h av,  w h o  h a s 

worked closely on his party’s 
strategies for the northeast 
region, goes on to point 
out that three years after 
the NDA government came 
to power at the centre in 
2014, four out of  the eight 
northeastern states have BJP 
or NDA governments. He 
also points out that the BJP 
has “friendly ties” with the 
ruling Sikkim Democratic 
Front in Sikkim. 

“A region in which 
winning seemed a far cry 
until recently has now 
become a potential source 
of strength for the BJP. We 
aim to expand our influence 
in the remaining three states 
too,” contends Madhav. 

“The Last Battle of  
Saraighat” looks at Assam 

Our correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 30 (EMN): Karbi 
student’s Association (KSA) adviser 
Laichan Engleng said, ‘BJP is in 
power at the centre and state, but has 
totally ignored on the Autonomous 
state issue. 

This was stated during a solidarity 
meet against rampant corruption, 
BJP betrayal on Autonomous 
State of 244 (Article) and an NOC 
(No objection certificate) by state 
government for the Autonomous 
State demanding organisations for 
granting of  statehood by central 
government.

Every government departments 
under Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) are corrupted and 
demanded CBI enquiry to unearth 
the corruption practices in various 
departments and that the BJP should 
now stop lying to the people of  
Karbi Anglong by taking the issue of  
statehood, stated the adviser. 

The demonstration was held 
infront of  Semson Sing Ingti 
Memorial Park on Nov. 30.

KSA activists from different 
branches and units of  the district 
took part in the demonstration. 
During the demonstration the KSA 
leaders led by president Simeon 
Rongphar, general secretary 
Thomson Rongpi, adviser Laichan 
Engleng and Convenor, Students & 
Youth Council Dr. Mongve Rongpi 
submitted a memorandum to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh and 
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 

Sonowal through the deputy 
commissioner of Karbi Anglong.

KSA in the memorandum 
demanded creation of Autonomous 
State under Article 244 (A) of Indian 
constitution by Union government 
to Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao, 
introduction of bill for granting of  
Autonomous state in the coming 
winter session of  the Parliament 
and constitution of  CBI enquiry 
against rampant corruption in all 
government departments under 
KAAC.

T h e  m e m o r a n d u m 
a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e 
misappropriation of  funds for 
implementation of  schemes by 
KAAC. 

The  11,890 houses under 
Indira Awaj Yojana (IAY) housing 

scheme to BPL families were not 
implemented properly by concerned 
dev. blocks as till today many houses 
are seen incomplete while Rs. 55 
crores  under Chinthong Dev. Block  
for implementation of NREGA(Job 
card) scheme was “misappropriated” 
allegedly by a Block Development 
Officer.

While an amount of  Rs. 900 
crore meant for irrigation scheme 
was misappropriated. The soil 
conservation department has also 
misused Rs.142 crores giving no 
benefit to the public, while the Food 
& Civil Supplies department needs 
inquiry on PDS for distribution 
of  low quality commodities to 
beneficiaries. The PWD department 
is also one of the worst departments 
without taking up any construction 

works, but money sanctioned from 
State government are being swindled 
off.

KSA, President ,  Simeon 
Rongphar said, ‘today we cut our 
hair signifying that we are being 
treated by the government as step 
mother in protest against the granting 
of Autonomous we the activities of  
KSA making bald our head.’

If  Gorkhaland issue will be 
discussed in the parliament then our 
long pending issue of Autonomous 
State issue should also be discussed, 
if  not then rigorous steps will be 
taken, added Rongphar.

Genera l  sec re ta r y,  KSA 
Thomson Rongpi said as the BJP 
is in power at the centre, state as 
well as in Karbi Anglong then why 
to book one compartment of train 
to go to New Delhi for demanding 
Autonomous State. 

Convenor, SYC Dr. Mongve 
Rongpi said BJP’s promise was to 
bring change (parivartan). Now 
four years of  BJP in power at the 
centre, but no changes has been 
witnessed. The BJP’s promise of  
filling up Rs. two lakhs in every 
account, but not a single paisa is 
added into the public account. He 
lamented that instead of  adding 
money into public account, Modi 
government is deducting money 
from each account of those unable 
to maintain the minimum bank 
balance of Rs. 2000. When Modi is 
extracting money from public can 
it be termed as development, Dr. 
Rongpi questioned.
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Manipur consumer affairs minister Karam Shyam riding bicycle to attend office in Imphal on Thursday.

Mizo Accord is shining example 
all over the world — President
MLAs must be fair to even those 
who did not vote for them 

Hope prez. visit 
brings state’s 
issues to the fore 
— Mizoram guv.

Manipur minister first in 
NE to ride bicycle to office 

NF Railway staffs awarded for 
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NE a potential source of strength for BJP— Ram Madhav

Advocates bicycle instead of two wheeler vehicle and cars inorder 
to conserve fuel as oil being a non-renewable source of energy. 

KSA activists hold solidarity meet against corruption in KA

‘Construction of airport at Hollongi positive’ Manipur DC urges Ambani to set up mobile towers in hilly areas

BJP activist shot dead in Tripura
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BJP legislators Dr. TM Lotha and Imtilemba Sangtam after the inauguration of MARCOFED marketing 
complex in Longkhim town on November 29.

Participants pose for a group photo during a seminar on peace-building and organic farming organised by 
Peace Channel.

Peace Channel holds seminar on peace building DCCI notifies shopkeepers

CCRCYA to hold prayer prog.

DUCCF convenes meet

BJP holds party meet in Longkhim
working for the past 17 years 
and I have never witnessed 
the party imposing anything 
on the lines of  religion,” 
Vizo stated.

Others who spoke in the 
meeting included BJP Wok-
ha district president, Wokha 
district Mahila Morcha, 
Tuensang District BJP presi-
dent, State BJP executive 
members.  

Dr. TM Lotha also in-
augurated a MARCOFED 
Marketing Complex at 
Longkhim town on No-
vember 29 in the presence of  
Imtilemba Sangtam.

Managing Director 
of  MARCOFED Ltd., T 
Vikuto Zhimo and registrar 
of  Co-operative Societies, 
Wepe Ritse, also addressed 
the public meeting.

Addit ional  Deputy 
Commissioner, Longkhim, 
Kikumsangla Jamir chaired 
the programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Dimapur Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI) has requested all the shopkeep-
ers, business organisations and institutions to decorate and 
beautify their respective premises for the upcoming festival 
season. DCCI president, Akashe Zhimomi, and the general 
secretary, Sanjay Sethi, have requested all the shopkeepers 
and business organisations to completed the decoration ar-
rangement before December 5.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Chakhesang Christian Revival 
Churches Youth Association (CCRCYA) has announced to 
hold a one-day prayer and fasting programme in Phek vil-
lage Christian Revival Church on December 3. CCRCYA 
president, Veshe Chizo, stated that the prayer and fasting 
programme is being organised in view of the forthcoming 
CCRCYA 45th general session scheduled in Phek village 
from January 12 to 14 2018. In this connection, all execu-
tive office bearers and advisors are requested to attend the 
programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Dimapur Urban Council Chair-
man Federation (DUCCF) has convened its year end annual 
general meeting on December 2 at 1 PM at Forest Colony 
Council hall to discuss some important agendas. The federa-
tion has requested all the chairmen to attend the proposed 
meeting without fail. 

the party would support 
any such move in order to 
eradicate corruption in the 
state.

On the Naga political 
issues, he appealed to all to 
support the on-going peace 
talk so that it would bring 
about a solution to the State, 
adding the people have suf-
fered for decades.

Imtilemba Sangtam, 
minister of  Cooperation, 
Relief  and Rehabilitation 
and chairman of  MAR-
COFED, said BJP is the 
only alternative party which 
could bring about change 
and development.

Senior BJP member K 
James Vizo reiterated that 
BJP is purely a political par-

ty with a mission to deliver 
development for the people. 
He refuted the rivals’ alle-
gations that BJP is against 
Christianity. Vizo asserted 
that many Naga BJP cadres 
and leaders have been work-
ing in the State for more 
than two decades without 
facing any discrimination. 

“I myself  have been 

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
A seminar on peace-building 
and organic farming was 
organised by Peace Chan-
nel in collaboration with 
Catholic Women Associa-
tion of Holy Cross Parish at 
Holy Cross Higher Second-
ary School campus with 
Barbara Radley, educator 
from UK, along with Dr. 
CP Anto, Director of Peace 
Channel; and Kishore Dass, 
PRO, DAN, as the resource 
persons. 

Speaking on recent new 
ideology of conflict transfor-
mation, Radley said, “Basi-
cally, conflict transformation 
looks at the general changes 
of  the social conflict traits 
and the patterns that this 
conflict follows.” She has 
impressed on four aspects 
of  conflict transformation 
which included individual 
transformation, relationship 
transformation, power strug-
gle and cultural issues. She 
said, “Conflict can escalate 
when there is gap in commu-
nication and when we have 

stereo-typical ideas about 
situations.” Saying this, she 
explained that women have 
to be clever enough to see 
the conflict happening in the 
family and see where they 
are coming from, and try to 
see things from others point 
of view rather than our own 
point of view. 

She concluded by saying, 
“The only way that you can 
effect change in your society 
is by realising the different 
dynamics within the group. 
We need to stop being less 
selfish about other people in 
our relationship.”

Kishore, speaking on 
the importance of  inner 
peace and meditation, said 
“Inner peace is the peace 
that comes from within and 
which sustains.” Citing ex-
ample of  how one can be 
easily influenced by others, 
he said inner peace can be 
very challenging, which no 
one can take it away from 
a person when one knows 
how to maintain it. 

Dr. Anto stated that con-

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has organised a party 
meeting at DUDA hall in 
Longkhim under Tuensang 
district on November 29.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, BJP legislator and 
Advisor of  Treasuries 
and Accounts, LM & CP, 
Dr.TM Lotha, said BJP’s 
top agenda under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was to deliver development 
to all irrespective of  caste, 
creed or religion or tribes, 
taking all sections of  peo-
ple in the country with the 
slogan ‘Sabka sath sabkha 
vikas’ (inclusive develop-
ment for all). 

He added that provid-
ing a corruption-free gov-
ernment along with good 
governance has been the 
priority of Narendra Modi. 
On clean election drive initi-
ated by NBCC, Lotha said 

flict is a good thing as long 
as it doesn’t lead to violence. 
Stating that no woman and 
man are bad, he insisted on 
love and understanding in 
order to rid violence in the 
society. 

He has also stressed on 
the importance of avoiding 
contaminated food flooding 
in the market which is affect-
ing one’s health and peace in 
the family through various 
diseases. He has asserted 
maintaining organic peace 
garden at home.

Marina S Hetoli Sema 
moderated the programme 
and the vote of thanks was 
pronounced by Jolly. The 
programme was attended 
by over 80 women partici-
pants.
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Believable rumours

Y
et another well crafted series of  rumours that 
started to circulate in social media and other OTT 
messaging apps like WhatsApp turned out to be 
the downfall of  many reputed media houses of  the 

country. It is unfortunate that those news portals, news agen-
cies, newspapers and even a TV channel would have been so 
gullible to consider as genuine a fake news circulating in so-
cial media and messaging apps. It is undoubtedly one of  the 
cons of  the of  the Internet enabling mass syndicated news 
feeds where the verification by the editors of  each and every 
news feed is almost impossible. As for journalists with date-
lines to catch in an age of  news stories being uploaded with-
in a few minutes after filing, it is a constant tussle. In a tussle 
between telling a story and telling the truth they sometimes 
fall prey to fake information, but still it is unacceptable.

As for Nagaland, this is not the first time that news agen-
cies were victims of  fake information being circulated on 
such platforms. It was in July during the crises in the govern-
ment that a fake information purportedly from the PRO to 
the Governor of  Nagaland was picked up by a reputed news 
agency. The news was about the supposed postponement of  
floor-test by the Governor due to an ensuing by-election in 
one of  the constituencies under Kohima district where the 
sitting Chief  Minister was contesting. Although the media 
houses based in Nagaland verified the information and dis-
carded it the personnel of  the other news agencies based out-
side Nagaland failed to do the same in both the cases.

Rumours especially in its new avatar of  online fake news 
plays on the psychology of  the readers thus making it quite 
believable and many becoming gullible. Psychologist state 
that fake news spreads because the contents play either with 
the fears and anxieties on the minds of  the readers and also 
due to the perceived fears and anxieties of  a group of  people 
not necessarily of  one’s kind. The second case, which is ac-
tually ignorance, seems to be the reason of  the present case 
of  fake news that was perceived to be true by some media 
houses outside Nagaland. Psychologist also state that fake 
news has more effect on those who have more biases in their 
general conduct towards the various issues especially the 
general trends surrounding society. It also has a better effect 
when there is a general uncertainty in the society. However 
the one important ingredient for the spread of  fake news is 
when one believes it at least to some extent. If  you believe it 
then you will pass it on.

In Nagaland, the recent rapid expansion of  mobile te-
lephony and the availability of  affordable smartphones with 
various social media and messenger apps has suddenly ex-
posed the general populace to the unfiltered contents of  the 
internet. Along with the many benefits of  the Internet there 
is always the darker side. Some experts claim that the inter-
net is nearly 50% fake. Some fake email forwards created 
during the days of  the dot-com bubble were so successful 
that even after 20 years it is still being forwarded in Nagaland 
centric social media and messenger groups. It is only with ex-
perience, knowledge and wisdom that one somehow learns 
to filter the contents from the Internet. The Naga populace 
is on that learning curve just like any other people across 
the world who faced the same scenario. Unfortunately, in 
the present case it was not expected of  from reputed media 
houses in the country.

Indu Kannan | IANS

Jesus’s kingdom is upside-down.

Recently I was among the last in line to board a large passenger 
jet with unassigned seating. I located a middle seat beside the 
wing, but the only spot for my bag was the overhead compart-

ment by the very last row. This meant I had to wait for everyone to 
leave before I could go back and retrieve it.

I laughed as I settled into my seat and a thought occurred to me 
that seemed to be from the Lord: “It really won’t hurt you to wait. 
It will actually do you good.” So I resolved to enjoy the extra time, 
helping other passengers lower their luggage after we landed and 
assisting a flight attendant with cleaning. By the time I was able to 
retrieve my bag, I laughed again when someone thought I worked 
for the airline.

That day’s experience made me ponder Jesus’s words to His 
disciples: “Anyone who wants to be first, must be the very last, and 
the servant of all” (Mark 9:35).

I waited because I had to, but in Jesus’s “upside down” king-
dom, there’s a place of honor for those who voluntarily set them-
selves aside to attend to others’ needs.

Jesus came into our hurried, me-first world not “to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). 
We serve Him best by serving others. The lower we bend, the closer 
we are to Him.

Loving Lord, help me to follow You into the needs of others and 
serve You there.

BIBLE READ:  MARK 9:33–37  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Those who humble themselves will be exalted.              
    ~  Matthew 23:12

DAILY
PATH

The  Las t  Wi l l 
Be  F i r s t

Respected Sir,
Warm Greetings from the Office of  the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF).

The NSF representing the voice of  the students 
and youths of  the Naga takes this opportunity of  your 
maiden visit to put forth before your esteem authority 
in office while anticipating your utmost concern and 
positive response to these following points we ardently 
feel needed to be earnestly addressed :-
1. Indo-Naga Peace Process:
It is indeed not a farfetched reality that the Naga strug-
gle for its sovereign rights is abounded not only within 
the core of  our political leaders but the whole Naga 
community at large and we the students and youths 
of  the Naga society, who shall eventually inherit the 
future, are very perplexed with the ongoing scenario 
giving rise to doubt the sincerity of  the parties involved 
in the dialogue.

That, despite the lapse of  more than 20 years of  
negotiation and even with the signing of  Framework 
Agreement on 3rd August 2015 we are yet to see the 

light at the end of  the tunnel. Exasperation and des-
peration are setting-in owing to hopes raised on vari-
ous occasions and by way announcements made by 
eminent leaders- of  solution being around the next 
bend.  

Now, with the elections to the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly due early next year, skepticism runs 
deep given a retrospective look when elections create 
havoc negating the spirit and concerted efforts of  the 
people, more particularly by the political parties.  Be-
sides, it is envisaged that once the process is prolonged 
and the matter procrastinate to a certain time the 
present day Indian leadership may be bogged down by 
other issues-for instance like the coming of  parliamen-
tary elections. Or even the leadership of  concerned 
parties may change bringing us back to square one and 
we may have to start from scratch again.

Therefore sir, it is our fervent wish and appeal that 
the Indo-Naga Political Dialogue be brought to a logi-
cal conclusion at the earliest and before the elections 
takes place or keep the election process in abeyance 
so that our younger generation can keep their dreams 

alive and hopes to achieve goals as per their geniuses.
2. Post Matric Scholarship: 
Majority of  the students in the State pursuing higher 
studies depends heavily on the Post Matric Scholar-
ship for their study maintenance. However Sir, for 
the current academic session 2016-2017, the State has 
been facing serious delay in disbursement of  Post Mat-
ric Scholarship due to non-release of  funds from the 
Ministry of  Tribal Affairs, Government of  India. It 
is learnt from the Department of  Higher Education, 
Government of  Nagaland that the amount of  the 1st 
Installment Utilization Certificate has been furnished 
to the Ministry of  Tribal Affairs, Government of  India 
however the matter is kept in a standstill. Therefore, 
we would like to appeal upon your esteem authority to 
impress upon the Ministry of  Tribal Affairs for early 
release of  the remaining amount of  Post Matric Schol-
arship.

We wish you a pleasant stay at Kohima and safe 
return journey.

Kesosul Christopher Ltu, President
Imtiyapang Imsong,  General Secretary

The  episode of Bose’s presence at Chesezu 
during WW II 1944 evoked the memories of  
elderly people who had witnessed the event. 
Many people still alive are narrating the story 

and some of them even encountered with Netaji and 
his INA who sojourned to this village during the war. 
They recognize Netaji when they see posters which 
was exactly what they have seen in  real life. There 
are lots of people having perplexity about the march 
of Netaji to Naga Hills and very less has been written 
about the whole events in the annals of history. Most 
of the information fed to us by Anglo-American bear-
ing mostly one side story written by victors in their own 
light. While vast treasures of Japanese memoirs remain 
locked out of view of international scholars because 
they have not been translated into English and reluctant 
of Japanese themselves to recount the events. We the 
Nagas in those days have no written records and only 
few local narrative traditionally forming the oral history. 
Eventually, the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Memo-
rial Society Nagaland under the initiative of Er. Vekho 
Swüro ( the Author) wrote the book titled “Discovery 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Delhi Chalo last camp 
in Nagaland” says Netaji was based in the state during 
the battle of Kohima. The book was widely published in 
2005 and officials from Netaji Memorial Trust of India 
visited the site in 2011. Netaji  relatives also came and 
visited in 2012. Thus, enlightened about the forgotten 
heroic and enthuse the aged people to recollect more 
memories of those days and divulged the scene. The 
CONHAT,  a local commitee then took initiative of  
further research work and bring out documentary film, 
titled,”Imprint of a Patriot” which declassify the foot-
print of the freedom fighter in this native Village during 
1944. In this regard the site is declared as Netaji Herit-
age and a tourist destination. Though the department is 
yet to inaugurate, tourist from far and near are visiting 
throughout the years.

Further evidences comes from the old aged people 
who encountered with during the WW II. Late Pura-
cho (Naga Hikari Kikan) while in his life time tell about 
his associates with INA and Netaji during WW II, in 
his own word he pronounced that, “Chesezu Camp 
was to my best knowledge the Last Camp of Netaji and 
INA in Nagaland”. He further says “when Japanese 
came to our Village they said, ‘we are brothers by blood 
and of the same race’ - Mongolians”. When N.Theyo, 
Former Minister in his rejoinder given on 21 Oct. 2017, 
clarify that WW II on May 1944, 2 Japanese came to 
Thenyizu village and were begging for food items un-
authorized, there were instructions written in red ink 
pasted on the Village gate issued by commander Netaji 
Subhash Bose who was staying at Chesezu Camp hid-
den under bamboo grooves. The behaviour of the two 
soldiers were reported to Netaji by the Thenyizu Village 
GB Pukropa Resu. On receiving the report, Netaji came 
rushing with his war horse which was big, brown and 
beautiful. As soon as he encountered the two soldiers 
near the Village gate, he slapped them one by one. The 
two soldiers without showing any anger stood up and 
said ‘Hii’ which means ‘yes’ in Japanese. Though he(N.
Theyo) witnessed the event during his childhood, the 

memories still remain clear and fresh to him about the 
action of Netaji. Hundreds of Villagers witnessed the 
event and some of them are still alive. One of the anec-
dote is about Netaji’s reaction on being told that “Japa-
nese soldiers were collecting taxes from the Villagers, 
he(Netaji) scribbed something in Japanese on a paper 
and stuck it on the main gate, they did not harass us af-
ter that”, recalls Rev. Poswunyi, a resident of Chesezu. 
Shri N.Theyo even went to Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta in 
1994 and met his maternal uncle Dr. C.C Bose and saw 
the photographs which were exactly like he saw Netaji 
in real life. Mr.Vezo Swuro a retired teacher at Chesezu 
Village who associated Netaji in his camp during April 
1944.   In his youth, Mr Vezo with some of his friends 
they did some minor work for Netaji from the camp. 
Gooseberry is a favourite fruit of Bose. A Villager (Mr. 
Swuzo) testified that when he went to the camp Netaji  
gave him two tablet of medicine for his illness and he 
was relieved.  Mr Vezo is still alive with fresh memories 
and narrated the stories about Netaji and his camp at 
Chesezu. It is interesting to note that the camp was lo-
cated just below the Village and under a thick bamboo 
grooves surrounded by some bunkers and a well near it 
(British bombared difficult to locate). Above the camp 
about one furlong in distance was I. B. Dak Bungalow 
where the  INA soldiers stayed while below the camp 
about one furlong in distance was (a place called Zunyi 
khuduku) stationed by Japaneses soldiers where their 
war horses were gathered and the rations collected from 
the Villages were stocked there for distribution. The hill 
peak called Netaji  Peak is where Netaji monitored his 
war activities and watching Kohima battle from  bin-
ocular everyday. From this hill peak the Kohima and 
beyond are clearly visible. Netaji also sometime enter 
to the village and sit on a stone and address the people 
and promises developments when he win the war. Rev. 
Zhowhuyi who is at his 80s had said, he had heard the 
name of Subhash Bose and  had seen the great leader 
who is very handsome. Mr. Muleyi VCC who is at his 
70s also said, during those years of 1960s and 70s he 
had heard the people talking about Bose who came to 
the Village.  Today about 20 Villagers still alive and nar-
rating the memories of the events. 

In recent papers, some learned writers who  denies 
the presence of Bose in Naga hills and elaborates the ref-
erences of books they read.  Ofcourse it is an eye opener 
to one and all to go for further research. Their insistent 
inquisition of hard facts and proof of evidences itself  
is  their limitation and history should not be concerted  
into politically motivated. The accounts of eyewitness 
is  important and should not be undermined as well.`

On the pretext of the war, Netaji was the enemy 
of the Allied forces and it is a top secret of his move-
ment to the region. He couldn’t be loitering around at 
Burma or Manipur fringes all throughout the war for 2 
months 4 days battle of Kohima because his destiny is 
India and his mission was to liberate India from the for-
eign rule. He manoeuvre his INA as Subhash Brigade 
to drive British rule with the help of Japanese aid and 
landed to India. It was not necessary to refer to all the 
book knowledges, however we likes to quote few words 
mentioned by V.S Patil and others, ‘Netaji urged the 

Indian liberated areas on 4th April 1944 and says, the 
provisional government of free India is the only lawful 
government in India’. “Rally round your own govern-
ment and thereby help to preserve and saveguard your 
own liberty”. From the book of S.C.Bose and the In-
dian National movement written by Hari Hara (p-152) 
stated, at this point of time Japan gave aeroplane to 
Netaji who advanced to the front, shifting a part of his 
government (to Maymyo, a town by the Chin riverside) 
on 5th. April 1944. The general operation plan envis-
aged the INA unit pushing to Kohima and Imphal with 
Japanese forces and the target  to besiege the Imphal 
and Kohima was to advance to the plain and finally for-
ward to Delhi to oust the British empire in India. But 
the operation of these region are one of the fierced bat-
tle against the Allied forces by his lieutenant generals 
like Lt, Gen. Kotuku Sato commander of 31st Division 
who advanced from Humalin to aim at Kohima, north 
of Imphal. Lt.Gen. Renga Mutaguchi commander of  
the 15th Division deployed to attack Imphal to which 
the INA Division was attached. The 33rd Division 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Kawabe from Burma to aim 
at Imphal by crossing Chindween river. Two battalion 
under Col. Shah Nawaz Khan were deployed to relieve 
Japan forces guarding the line of communication over 
the Chin Hills near Haka and Falam. Netaji inspected 
and encouraged all troops pushing through Rangoon to 
the front. In Imphal operation Bose says, “ Our blood 
and more so with our sweat”. The march to Delhi was 
halted when the Azad Hind Fauj was defeated at Ko-
hima and the Imphal operation cancelled. Netaji had to 
recede from here as the Indo-Japanese forces were com-
pelled to retreat.(V.S. Patil in his book,  S.C.Bose and 
his contribution to Indian Nationalism(p-272) it stated, 
“ no set back.. this glorious sacrifice can never go in 
vain” says Bose. From the book of S.C.Bose His Dream 
of free India written by R.K.Pruthi (p-178-179) it says, 
Netaji maintain close contact with his troops and there 
were occasion when he himself ran the risk of being en-
circle or killed in action. The scholars believe that  while 
the operation took place over the region, Britishers were 
alert to the intelligence danger posed by the INA, Bose 
knows very well how he would be the centre of target 
if  the Allied got wind of his presence, thus might have 
keep his presence as covert as possible in his march 
while in Naga Hills to avoid his presence from the Al-
lied forces-(Gordon Grahan in his book,  ‘Trees are all 
young Garrisson hills), it stated that Netaji himself was 
reported to have few miles away from the Kohima battle 
but the place was not mentioned in the book.

In the course of the intensity of war, Nagas were 
dragged into the war unknowingly and individually in-
volved with both side of the camps.Those Nagas living 
in proximity with the administrative centre of British 
government had drawn more influence with the Brit-
ishers, while distant places specially remote Villages 
had more interfers with the Japanese bonhomous and 
shared with them whatever food item they have at home 
when the  World war II came to our native land.

Vetacho Neinu, Chairman
Committee on Netaji Heritage at Tsüswüzu (Chesezu)

Academia and industry are two 
important pillars of  our econo-
my. A robust collaboration be-

tween the two will augur well for our 
developing economy, enabling innova-
tion, growth in the education system 
and producing an employment-ready 
workforce.

For several years, innovation in the 
education system has impacted the way 
businesses operate. Millennials entering 
the job market today are ready to learn 
new technologies and how to collabo-
rate. Entrepreneurs and educational in-
stitutes need to recognise this opportu-
nity and build a constructive framework 
for collaboration to make India a global 
innovation hub.

In countries like the US, corporates 
reach out to universities/institutions to 
bring innovation into their work, while 
in India, corporates and industry bodies 

rely mostly on their own research rather 
than reaching out to academia. The 
social environment, lack of  awareness 
about scholarships, stereotyped images 
of  pure science projects and the attitude 
of  corporates towards scholars are some 
of  the issues which need to be dealt with 
if  India needs to surpass China and oth-
er Western nations.

There are beginnings of  a shift in 
this approach in India. There have been 
huge leaps taken by various corporates 
and academia to bring about positive 
change and innovation. The country is 
currently at a juncture where platforms 
like MeltingPot2020 are playing a ma-
jor role in the transformational story 
and reaching the heights of  innovation 
through industry-academia collabora-
tion. Consider a few examples:

* HDFC bank recently announced its 
plan to partner 50 technology companies 
and business schools to tap emerging 
FinTech ideas starting with IIT-Bombay 

and IIT-Roorkee as part of its industry-
academia partnership effort.

* The Ministry of  Human Re-
source and Development (MHRD) 
also increased funding to IIT- Madras 
by nearly Rs 300 crore ($47 million) to 
encourage innovation and strengthen 
industry-academia ties.

* India Electronics and Semicon-
ductor Association (IESA), the trade 
body representing the Indian ESDM 
(Electronic System Design and Manu-
facturing) industry, signed four MoUs 
with IIT-Kharagpur to build a robust 
talent pipeline in the ESDM space.

The focus needs to be largely on im-
proving the Research and Development 
wings of  institutes. For lack of  it, even 
home-grown companies such as the 
Tatas are choosing to invest $25 million 
in globally-recognised institutions like 
Harvard and Yale for top-end research 
instead of  betting on India.

Another area for development could 

be encouraging a public-private initia-
tive to launch faculty development pro-
grammes in leading universities and 
focus on more outcome-based research. 
Additionally, industry should partici-
pate in developing the entrepreneurial 
culture in India by setting up incubation 
centres and research parks for innova-
tive research.

It is clearly time to create a nurturing 
environment where the industry and the 
academia can work hand-in-hand. Cor-
porates are beginning to realise the sig-
nificance and engage in more and more 
research-based projects. In addition, 
government projects likes Start-up In-
dia and the Prime Minister’s Fellowship 
Scheme for Doctoral Research will help 
bridge this gap and inculcate innovation 
across industries/sectors.
(Indu Kannan is Associate Vice President, 

Kestone Integrated Marketing Services Pvt. 
Ltd. The views expressed are personal. She 

can be contacted at indu@kestone.in)

Dear Sir, 
The Naga Mothers’ Association wel-
comes you to our state of  Nagaland 
during this Hornbill festival and wish 
to state the following concerns for your 
perusal and kind consideration.

 1. That Sir, for Naga women who 
have been witness and victims of  mili-
tarisation and conflict during the sev-
enty odd years of  Naga struggle, we 
have been ardent supporters of  Peace 
and a non violent settlement of  the 
Naga Issue. The ongoing peace process 
and Peace Talks with both the NSCN 
IM and now the six NPGs must cul-

minate in an inclusive, Just Peace. We 
urge for the inclusion of  others into the 
peace process and efforts for bringing 
the NSCN K into a Ceasefire at the 
earliest. 

2. We reiterate our demand for re-
moval of  the draconian Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act and lifting of  the 
Disturbed Area Act from the state of  
Nagaland in the interest of  the Peace 
we seek for the land and its people. The 
imposition of  AFSPA on Nagaland in 
the midst of  the peace process has wit-
nessed excessive army atrocities and vi-
olations of  human rights. Such records 

continue as recent as the last few years. 
3. The NMA places on record our 

serious concern over the arrests made 
by the NIA on state Government of-
ficials who have been victims of  du-
ress for collections of  taxes by NPGs 
over the years. Like any other situa-
tion of  conflict, most employees have 
no choice in such situations. We urge 
the Government of  India to be more 
sensitive in the present ongoing peace 
process and avoid any kind of  harass-
ment by the agency or create situa-
tions by such unwanted labels of  call-
ing legitimate Government employees 

as “terrorists.” We urge for the with-
drawal of  the NIA during the Peace 
Talks ,if  the Government of  India is 
serious in finding a final solution to 
the Naga Issue. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs.Abeiu Meru 
President ,NMA

Mrs.Sawmi Leyri 
Joint Secy,NMA 

Mrs.Sano Vamuzo 
Advisor, NMA

Dr.Rosernary Dzuvichu 
Advisor, NMA

Memorandum of NSF to President of India

Why is Netaji’s Heritage at Chesezu?

India Moves to Catalyse Innovation 
Through Academia-Industry Partnership

Memorandum of NMA to President of India
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Philippa Foot was one of a group 
of brilliant women philosophers 

who swam against the tide of 
20th-century moral thought

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may be feel-
ing way too serious at the moment. Whether 
you know it or not, you’re in dire need of  
cheering up. If  someone invites you to a com-

edy club, go. It may take you a while to get into it, but 
you’ll end the evening laughing. It will be the best night 
of  your month. If  you can, stop second-guessing yourself.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): New winds 
will begin to blow away the black clouds that 
have been hovering over you lately. What more 
could you want? Today will seem like a walk in 

the park compared to days past! You’ll breathe better and 
come home feeling rested. Try to interact more with the 
people around you. They will appreciate it if  you express 
genuine interest in their opinions.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Drop the conclu-
sions you’ve reached concerning your work at the 
moment. Like it or not, life is going to throw you 
a curveball. Normally, you wouldn’t consider the 

sorts of propositions that people will make to you now. The 
ideas may seem crazy and out of line with who you are. 
They may be crazy, yes, but they aren’t out of the question!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It looks like 
you’re making headway again. Now that 
you’re planning for the future, you could en-
roll in an educational program or take a trip. 

Don’t be so dazzled by today’s bright outlook that you 
forget the business at hand. Accept this day for what it 
is - a brief  respite amid the chaos. Tomorrow you’ll return 
to your work refreshed.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You can look forward 
to a bright day. What a relief it will be after the 
tension of the past several days. This would be a 
good time to confide in a close friend. It will help 

relieve some of the pressure you’ve been feeling inside. Be 
careful not to relax completely. If  you do, you may not be 
able to get out of bed!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): It’s a relief  when 
the hostilities subside, isn’t it? It has seemed like 
people have repeatedly slammed doors in your 
face. But today a visit or encounter will unlock 

some mysteries for you. Will your problems finally be 
solved? If  you’re committed to unEarthing your original-
ity, you’ll be fulfilled.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): There’s some-
thing blossoming inside you today. The heavy 
pressure of  the past several days has ebbed, 
and you’re able to go about your business with 

a lighter heart. It would be a good idea to pay more atten-
tion to your body. Try to schedule more aerobic exercise 
and cut down on fats and sugars. Start some healthier 
habits.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): The last sev-
eral days have been a bit of  an ordeal, so you 
could be surprised by the brightness of  the day 
ahead. Although you may not be trying to as-

sert yourself  any more than usual, you’ll receive compli-
ments and congratulations from many sources. Baffling, 
isn’t it? Take advantage of  the joys ahead without subject-

ing them to too much scrutiny.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’ll 
enjoy the gentleness and relaxation today of-
fers. You’ll be more talkative than usual. This 

interlude will give you an opportunity to refresh yourself  
by spending some quality time with family. You have 
strong intuition. Listen to it, as it will advise you wisely.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This 
may be a laid-back day for you, but a period 
of  calm will do you a lot of  good. You could 
lounge around in a park and let your imagi-

nation go. Today’s astral configuration will make you 
dream and remember your childhood. Rather than stress-
ing about all that isn’t getting done, why not go with the 
flow for a change?

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today will 
be lighthearted - and just in time, too. Life was 
getting serious there for a while. Smile and try 
to go outside your normal routine. What’s the 

point of  working so hard if  you only reward yourself  by 
slumping in a chair at home? Go for a ride in the country 
for an hour or two instead. It would do you good.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It’s true that you 
aren’t ten anymore, but who’s to say you can’t go 
back to your childhood now and again? Without 
going so far as to play hopscotch in the street 

or instigate a food fight in your favorite restaurant, go see 
some friends for some laughs. You’ve been working hard 
for a long time now and deserve a bit of fun. Don’t hesitate.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Nakul Krishna | Aeon

Is Goodness Natural?

Fact Sheet of Global Tobacco Survey 2016-17

In moral philosophy it is useful, I believe, 
to think about plants.’ The words were 
spoken to an audience of  American 
philosophers in 1989. The speaker was 

trying to provoke a reaction, but this might 
have gone unnoticed. After all, Philippa Foot 
– nearly 70 by then – didn’t look like a heretic.

There is a clue in her reference to moral 
philosophy. For at least the past 200 years, 
people who have thought about these things 
have suspected – or hoped – that morality is 
the one thing that sets human beings apart 
from nature (or should one say, the rest of  na-
ture?). Nature is the realm of laws, stern and 
unbreakable, and morality that of  freedom. 
Nature is how things are, morality how they 
ought to be. If  there’s anything to these points 
of  contrast, then what seems at first a mere 
platitude sounds more like an absurdity. We 
are not, in the relevant sense, part of  nature – 
not even of  that part of  nature that consists in 
our fellow animals, and, still less, plants.

Have we anything to learn about morality 
from plants? This might well depend on that 
bigger question: are we, or aren’t we, part of  
nature? One of  the many things that set Foot 
and her allies in philosophy apart from others 
of  their generation was their refusal to make 
an either/or of  it.

Foot began her philosophical career in a 
world where it seemed that the big questions 
of  moral philosophy had been settled. It was 
easy to look around and conclude that here 
was that unlikeliest of  things in philosophy, 
a consensus. This consensus included both 
Oxford dons in Britain and the existentialists 
of  the Parisian Left Bank, those setters of  in-
tellectual fashion in their respective countries. 
The differences between the prose styles and 
personalities of  the British and French philos-
ophers – the one scholastic and relentless, and 
the other lyrical and exploratory – concealed 
a deeper similarity.

Moral judgments, according to the then-
dominant view, weren’t the sort of  thing to be 
true or false, because they didn’t describe the 
world. They were trying to do something else 
– express emotion, prescribe actions, or some-
thing else of  the kind. They were matters of  
choice, and to think otherwise was to deny 
that most basic of  truths: that human beings 
construct their values.

Foot came to disagree. She was never a 
lone voice. At the University of  Oxford, once 
she was elected a fellow of an Oxford col-
lege, she had friends who broadly shared her 
outlook and developed distinctive versions 
of  it over the course of  long and fruitful ca-
reers. Iris Murdoch and Elizabeth Anscombe 

would come to be better known than their 
slightly younger colleague, and Mary Midg-
ley would have a mid-career blossoming as a 
formidable public intellectual. But Foot was 
no lightweight. Less prolific than Murdoch, 
Anscombe and Midgley – her collected writ-
ings fit into three slim volumes – she carved 
out a distinctive place for herself  among the 
thinkers of  her generation.

‘I’m a dreadfully slow thinker, really,’ 
she once told an interviewer. ‘But I do have 

a good nose for what is important. And even 
though the best philosophers combine clever-
ness and depth, I’d prefer a good nose over 
cleverness any day!’ Her slowness might well 
have ended her career had she been born in a 
more professionalised age. But the absence of  
pressure toward relentless publication meant 
that she could follow her nose at her own 
pace, taking seriously one of  her favourite 
dictums from Ludwig Wittgenstein: that it’s 
hard in philosophy to be slow enough. What 
mattered in the end, after all, was the work, 
and the light it cast on the place of  the human 
in the natural world.

Philippa Foot, née Bosanquet, had a more 
privileged upbringing than most philosophers 
of  her generation, but it was a privilege of  the 
wrong sort. Her father was the prosperous 
manager of  a steelworks in Yorkshire who 
brought her up in a world of  hunting balls. 
The young Philippa was educated (or left un-
educated) by her governesses, who tended to 
be the sort of  women well-informed about a 
lady’s comportment, but somewhat unsure 
who had come first, the Greeks or the Ro-
mans.

When, for once, she found herself  with 
a governess who had a university degree, the 
idea of  going to university herself  occurred to 
her for the first time. Quite against her moth-
er’s wishes, she worked for a year with an Ox-
ford entrance coach (then, as now, big busi-
ness) and enrolled herself  in a correspondence 
course in Latin, intending to apply to Somer-
ville College, Oxford. A 19th-century founda-
tion for women’s education, Somerville had 
a reputation for high academic standards. 
When she was admitted to study PPE (phi-
losophy, politics and economics), her mother 
worried for her prospects. A friend comforted 
her: ‘At least she doesn’t look clever.’

She arrived at Somerville in that momen-
tous year 1939, her clothes conspicuously 
more impressive than the homemade wartime 
chic the other women in her year were sport-
ing. She made the acquaintance of  Murdoch, 
Anscombe, and Mary Scrutton (later Midg-
ley). Between the one-on-one or small-group 
tutorials she received in the traditional Ox-
ford way, and the intense conversations with 
her peers, she received a philosophical educa-
tion of  great concentration and eccentricity.

The men – both dons and undergraduates 
– were, for the most part, away. As the women 
educated in those years later found, this made 
for an atmosphere of  discussion quite unlike 
the one both before and after the war. With 
the young men away, there was no one to sus-
tain the compulsive ‘argy-bargy’ – to use the 
term popular in the 1930s – of  the inter-war 

decades. As Midgley put it in a letter to 
The Guardian in 2013:

[I]n those wartime classes – which 
were small – men (conscientious objec-
tors etc) were present as well as women 
but they weren’t keen on arguing. It was 
clear that we were all more interested 
in understanding this deeply puzzling 
world than in putting each other down.

Foot was sent for tutorials in phi-
losophy to a young man called Don-
ald MacKinnon. Even by Oxford’s de-
manding standards, MacKinnon was an 
odd man. He would lie on the floor and 
beat the walls, brandishing a poker and 
attacking the fireplace. He was given to 
painfully long, reflective silences, when 
it was simply unclear if  he could hear 
what was said to him. But once his ter-
rified students discovered that neither 
he nor they would come to any serious 
harm, they would find themselves in the 
middle of  the most exhilarating conver-
sations they had ever had.

Conversations with MacKinnon were 
wide-ranging, open-ended and intense. 
There was no attempt to shut up anyone by 
declaring their claims nonsensical or mean-
ingless. The philosophers of  the late 1930s, 
still reeling from the publication of  A J 
‘Freddie’ Ayer’s Language, Truth and Logic 
(1936), had been much given to that sort of  
thing. Among dozens of  other brash claims, 
Ayer’s classic book – which brought the radi-
cal ideas of  a circle of  intellectuals in 1930s 
Vienna back home to Britain – had declared 
that all ethical discourse, being unverifiable, 
could not strictly speaking be true or false. In 
expressing a moral judgment, one was really 
‘evincing’ one’s emotions or attitudes, no 
more and no less.

Oddly enough, Ayer saw himself  as res-
cuing the claims of  ethics from the dustbin 
to which he thought a yet earlier academic 
had inadvertently consigned it. In the early 
years of  the 20th century, the Cambridge 
philosopher G E Moore thought that he had 
shown something of  great interest about 
the nature of  morality with an argument of  
devastating simplicity: that the ‘good’, so 
central to all morality, cannot be the name 
of  a natural property. It can’t, for instance, 
be another name for pleasure – as he took 
some Victorian ‘utilitarian’ philosophers 
to be saying. Surely it is possible to ask of  
something: ‘Yes, this is conductive to pleas-
ure, but is it good?’ The question feels ‘open’, 
not yet settled – and that, he thought, could 
reveal something interesting and deep. If  
there is such a thing as goodness, it is not to 
be found in nature, and therefore, not to be 
investigated by those who make it their busi-
ness to study nature, ie scientists and their 
philosophical apprentices.

Most philosophers agreed that there was 
something to Moore’s idea, but not everyone 
took it to have the same conclusions. For the 
Austrian philosophers from whom Ayer got 
his best ideas, the notion of  properties ‘out-
side nature’ was exactly the kind of  unscien-
tific nonsense from which they hoped to res-

cue their canny, sceptical generation.
Wrong and right, bad and good were all 

slightly misleading ways of  saying – in effect 
–‘Boo!’ and ‘Hurrah!’. Religion and aesthet-
ics went more or less the same way, all dis-
missed as worse than false.

This style of  brazen dismissiveness was 
alien to MacKinnon, and his attitude rubbed 
off  on his students. In later years, Foot would 
say that what MacKinnon had taught her was 
virtue.

Foot graduated and moved to London, 
to a little attic flat she shared with Murdoch. 
She took up a job as a government economist, 
while Murdoch worked for the civil service. 
The flat was no safe haven. The sound of  Ger-
man planes could be heard through a crack in 
the roof. Every morning, the women walked 
to work on streets barely recognisable after 
the previous night’s air raid. When the raids 
were particularly intense, the women would 
huddle in the bathtub under the staircase. 
Their friendship – for a brief  time a romance 
– was never less than intense.

A few years later, the full extent of  the 
Holocaust came to be known. Could some-
one looking at photographs of  the death 
camps at Bergen-Belsen and Auschwitz-Birk-
enau continue to maintain that ethical judg-
ments were ultimately not the sort of  thing to 
be true or false? If  some judgments couldn’t 
be true and other ones false, what was there to 
be said about, if  not to, the Adolf  Eichmanns 
of  this world? That he had his attitudes (‘Hur-
rah genocide!’) and we had ours (‘Boo!’)? 
Combine that with the further view that there 
is nothing to make one set of  attitudes any 
better than any other, and one had a position 
that Foot thought ‘had to be bad philosophy’.

The Viennese positivists’ dismissal of  
ethical and religious discourse as unverifi-
able, and therefore merely expressive, was an 
exciting novelty when the enemy was the an-
cien régime of  clergymen and courtiers. The 
war changed everything. What had seemed 
tough-minded and revolutionary now seemed 
merely complacent. As Murdoch informally 

put it in a documentary interview in 1972, it 
betrayed the smug assumption that:

[W]hatever anybody’s likely to think 
about morals is going to be more or less 
okay. I mean, one might say it’s a sort of  pre-
Hitler view. It’s a view which goes with our 
sort of  19th-century optimism and a feeling 
of  progress and a feeling that people are fun-
damentally decent chaps, a view which after 
recent history […] one cannot in general take.

What would a moral philosophy look like 
if  it started from a darker picture of  human 
beings as not, basically, ‘decent chaps’? Part 
of  what animated Foot and her allies was a 
conviction that the answer to such a question 
would not be easy or self-contained, would 
not be the sort of  logical proof one could 
polish off  in a few weeks, if  one were only 
clever enough. When they returned to Oxford 
to take up fellowships at its colleges, their in-
fluence was not immediately felt. The clever 
young men were back from the war, inclined 
to patronise their female colleagues, and carry 
on where they had left off.

In the early post-war years at Oxford, 
photographs from Bergen-Belsen notwith-
standing, moral philosophy was not at the 
forefront of  academic attention. Perhaps this 
was itself  a response to the enormity, a quiet 
acknowledgement that the conventional ways 
of  flaunting one’s moral seriousness – grand-
standing, portentousness – were not them-
selves morally neutral. Perhaps, indeed, this 
was the lesson of  the war.

Even before the war, the style of  philo-
sophical conversation had been tending away 
from the grandiloquent towards the dry and 
ironic. As Stuart Hampshire, a prominent 
philosopher from an earlier generation, put 
it in an interview with Isaiah Berlin in 1972: 
‘Even the most solemn questions, solemn in 
their associations, had to be disinfected by a 
very calm, committee-man’s tone of  voice in 
speaking about them.’ And of  those subjects 
to which an ironic tone was inappropriate, 
perhaps it was best not to speak at all.

To be continued...

The result of  Global adult tobacco 
survey 2016 (GATS-2) for north 
eastern states was declared in a 

function in Guwahati on 24th Novem-
ber. The survey shows that there is a 
drop of  14 % points in overall use of  
Tobacco products among 15 years and 
above in the Nagaland during the last 5 
years. The prevalence rate in 2010 was 
57% and in 2016 it came down to 43% 
and our tobacco prevalence ranking in 
north east slipped to 7th position from 
the current 2nd position. This drop is 
significant because unlike Mizoram and 
Sikkim where there is strong political 
will for tobacco control, in  Nagaland 
the situation is different. The success 
is attributed to the awareness created 
by the health department and the posi-
tive role played by media. But above 
all the institutions have played a cru-
cial role as many colleges and schools 
have integrated antitobacco measures 
into institutional system and they are 
sustaining it on their own. But in spite 
of  the progress made the tobacco preva-
lence rate of  43% in the state is still very 
high and way ahead of  National aver-
age of  29% There are some real areas of  
concerns and so we need to sustain the 
campaign in order to bring it down to 
acceptable level. The need of  the hour 
is political will and proactive role by the 
Churches which will go a long way in 
reducing social acceptance of  tobacco 
habit in our society.

GATS 2 HIGHLIGHTS
•	 25.0%	of	men,	0.5%	of	women	and	13.2%	of	all	adults	

currently smoke tobacco. 
•	 46.0%	of	men,	31.5%	of	women	and	39.0%	of	all	adults	

currently use smokeless tobacco. 
•	 54.1%	of	men,	31.7%	of	women	and	43.3%	of	all	adults	

either smoke tobacco and/ or use smokeless tobacco. 
•	 From	GATS	1	to	GATS	2,	there	has	been	a	significant	

decrease in the prevalence of  smoking by 18.3 percent-
age points and smokeless tobacco use by 6.3 percentage 
points. The prevalence of  any tobacco use has decreased 
significantly from 56.8% in GATS 1 to 43.3% in GATS 
2. 

•	 Pan masala  with tobacco and betel quid with tobacco 
are the most commonly used tobacco products. 21.1% 
adults use pan masala with tobacco and 17.5% use betel 
quid with tobacco. 

•	 The	mean	age	at	initiation	of 	tobacco	use	has	decreased	
from 18.5 years in GATS 1 to 17.2 years in GATS 2. 

•	 49.0%	of	smokers	were	advised	by	a	health	care	provider	
to quit smoking and 42.2% of smokeless tobacco users 
were advised by a health care provider to quit use of  
smokeless tobacco. 

•	 26.5%	of	all	adults	who	worked	indoors	were	exposed	to	
second-hand smoke at their workplace. 

•	 23.3%	of	all	adults	were	exposed	to	second-hand	smoke	
at any public place. 

•	 33.9%	of	cigarette	smokers	and	45.8%	of	bidi smokers 
thought of  quitting smoking because of  warning label. 
27.8% of smokeless tobacco users thought of  quitting 
smokeless tobacco use because of  warning label.

DC C Tetseo
District Nodal Officer NTCP

Age at initiation of tobacco use, smoking and smokeless tobacco use, 
GATS Nagaland, 2009-10 and 2016-17 

(mean age in years)

Prevalance of smoking and smokeless tobacco use by age group, 
GATS Nagaland 2016-17 

(Figures in Percentages)

in Percent-
ages)

Prevalance of current tobacco use,  
GATS Nagaland, 2009-10 and 2016-17 

(Figures in Percentages)
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during the Hindustan Times 
Leadership Summit in New Delhi, on Thursday.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Woman, 30, gangraped in UP
Muzaffarnagar, Nov. 30 (PTI): A 30-year-old woman 
was allegedly raped by three men here, police said 
today. The woman was waiting at Miranpur bus 
stand yesterday when the accused came on two bikes 
and offered to drop her. They, instead, took her to a 
sugarcane field, the police said. There, the three accused 
raped her and threatened to kill her if  she disclosed the 
incident to anyone, Circle Officer S K S Pratap said. The 
police said a case has been registered against the accused, 
who are absconding. An investigation was underway. A 
medical examination of the woman was conducted and 
the report was awaited, Pratap added.

Fire breaks out in Delhi market, 
no casualties
New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): Over half-a-dozen 
temporary shops were fully gutted in a fire that broke 
out here in a market around midnight on Thursday, 
police and fire officials said. The kiosks, comprising 
of  pan shops and small eateries, were situated in the 
middle of Malviya Nagar market in south Delhi. There 
was, however, no casualty as most of  the kiosks were 
shut for the night.  Police were informed about the fire 
by the local residents and 4-5 fire tenders reached the 
spot and doused the blaze after a half-an-hour battle.  A 
fire brigade official said the blaze was contained before 
it could spread beyond the row of kiosks.  The cause of  
the fire was yet to be ascertained.

Boy tried to burn himself to gain 
girl’s sympathy, say police
New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): Delhi Police on Wednesday 
said the boy, who claimed last week that three youth 
misbehaved with his friend and poured petrol and tried 
to set him ablaze when he came to her rescue, had indeed 
tried to burn himself to gain girl’s sympathy. Police said 
the boy, Dilip, 19, did so to prove to the girl, 17, to what 
extent he could go for her. He also wrote in one of his 
letters out of the 50 written with blood that he wanted to 
do this for her to prove his true love. “Dilip on November 
23 informed the police in Maharshi Valmiki Hospital 
that when he was walking on the road near Shri Krishna 
Gaushala Bawana in Kanjhawala area (in north-west 
Delhi) with his female friend, three persons on a bike 
came and started whistling at the girl, which he objected 
to. “Dilip said as he got engaged in an argument with 
them, one of the three took out a bottle filled with petrol 
from the dicky of bike and threw on him and then ignited 
it with a match stick,” Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Rajneesh Gupta said. Dilip had received burn injuries in 
chest and back. “But the versions of Dilip and his friend 
did not fully match. When interrogated, the girl spilled 
out that Dilip had actually poured the inflammable 
material himself which he had brought with him in his 
bag,” Gupta said. “The actual place of  incident and 
various clues confirmed that the boy had indeed tried to 
burn himself in the presence of girl. He tried to fabricate 
a story to impress her and gain her sympathy,” the officer 
said. “Both stay with their families on different floors of  
same building in Nangloi for the last five years,” he added.

ED searches properties of 
Ahmed Patel’s close aide
New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): The Enforcement 
Directorate on Thursday said its officials were searching 
the houses and other premises of  Sanjeev Mahajan, 
a close aide of  Congress leader Ahmed Patel, and 
other businessmen in an alleged money laundering 
case involving the Sandesara Group of  companies. 
An ED spokesperson said searches were conducted at 
the premises of Mahajan in Mayur Vihar Phase 1 and 
Babar Road in Delhi. Premises of Ghanshyam Pandey 
in Dwarka and Lakshmi Chand Gupta in Laxmi Nagar 
and Arvind Gupta in Ghaziabad were also searched. The 
three are linked to the Sandesara group owned by Chetan 
and Nitin Sandesara. ED sources said the raids were 
conducted as part of a probe into Sandesara Group that 
is allegedly involved in high value suspicious transactions 
running into Rs 5,383 crore.  The owners of Sandesara 
group are suspected to have some 300 benami properties.

Rahul likely to file nomination 
on Dec. 4 for Cong prez post
New Delhi, Nov. 30 (PTI): Rahul Gandhi is expected 
to file nomination for the election to the Congerss 
president’s post on December 4, party sources said here. 
Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and ex-Union 
minister AK Antony are likely to propose his candidature. 
The notification for the election will be issued on Friday. 
Nominations can be filed till December 4. Following 
scrutiny of nominations on December 5, the list of valid 
candidatures will be put out on the same day at 3:30 
pm. The last date of withdrawal of nomination for the 
election is December 11 and polling will take place on 
December 16 in case more than one candidate is in the 
race. Counting of votes and declaration of results will 
take  However, the sources said that no other contender 
is expected to challenge Gandhi. “The Congress vice 
president is expected to file the nomination on the 
morning of December 4,” a source said.

Monk who initiated Ambedkar 
into Buddhism dies
Lucknow, Nov 30 (IANS): Monk Pragyanand, who 
initiated Dalit leader B.R. Ambedkar into Buddhism in 
1956, passed away in Lucknow on Thursday. He was 90. 
Pragyanand passed away at the King George’s Medical 
University (KGMU), where he was admitted five days 
ago following breathlessness and chest congestion.  He 
was the last surviving one of the seven monks who gave 
‘diksha’ to Ambedkar on April 14, 1956, at Nagpur in 
Maharashtra.  Hailing from Sri Lanka, Pragyanand 
had come to India in 1942 and decided to settle in 
the country thereafter. Uttar Pradesh Minister Swamy 
Prasad Maurya visited the hospital’s Gandhi Ward and 
paid floral tributes to the late monk. Several Buddhist 
monks and Dalit leaders also visited Pragyanand’s 
residence to pay their last respects.

AK Antony kept under observation
New Delhi, Nov 30 (IANS): Former Defence Minister 
A.K. Antony, admitted to RML hospital here after 
he suffered a minor brain haemorrhage, will be kept 
under observation for the next two-three days, doctors 
said, adding that they will take a call on surgery if  
the need arises. “He will be under observation for the 
next two-three days. There will be no surgery if  need 
does not arise,” said a senior authority of  the hospital. 
Earlier, doctors had decided to perform a minimally 
invasive surgery on Antony to remove the blood clot in 
his brain.  The 76-year-old is undergoing conservative 
treatment -- or avoidance of  invasive measures -- as 
doctors needed time to decide on the next course of  
action. The senior Congress leader was admitted to 
RML on Wednesday afternoon.

India’s Q2 GDP growth 
rises to 6.3%, reverses 
5 quarters’ slump 

61,974 cases of riots, group 
clashes in 2016: NCRB

Ready to pay political price for 
steps taken for better India—PM

New Delhi ,  Nov.  30 
(IANS): Breaking a five 
quarters slump, a rise in the 
manufacturing sector’s out-
put pushed India’s growth 
rate higher to 6.3 per cent 
during the second quarter 
of  2017-18, official data 
showed on Thursday.

On a sequential basis, 
India’s GDP growth for Q2 
of  the current fiscal went 
up to 6.3 per cent, from 5.7 
per cent reported during 
the first quarter of  2017-18.

According to data from 

the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO), the GDP for 
Q2 stood at Rs 31.66 lakh 
crore, or a growth of  6.3 
per cent.

“The economic activi-
ties which registered growth 
of over 6 per cent in Q2 of  
2017-18 over Q2 of 2016-17 
are ‘manufacturing’, ‘elec-
tricity, gas, water supply & 
other utility services’ and 
‘trade, hotels, transport & 
communication and serv-
ices related to broadcast-
ing’,” the document on the 

estimates of  GDP for the 
Q2 of 2017-18 said.

“The growth in the 
‘agriculture, forestry and 
fishing’, ‘mining and quar-
rying’, ‘construction’, ‘fi-
nancial, insurance, real 
estate and professional 
services’ and ‘public ad-
ministration, defence and 
other services’ is estimated 
to be 1.7 per cent, 5.5 per 
cent, 2.6 per cent, 5.7 per 
cent and 6 per cent respec-
tively, during this period,” 
the data said.

New Delhi, Nov. 30 (PTI): 
A total of  61,974 cases of  
riots and group clashes took 
place in the country in 2016, 
down five per cent from 
the previous year, National 
Crime Records Bureau data 
said today.

According to it, 35 cases 
of sedition were also regis-
tered in 2016 out of which 
Haryana accounted for the 
highest number of 12 cases 
followed by Uttar Pradesh 
with six.

Among the 61,974 cases 
of  riots and group clashes, 
the highest -- 11,617 cases 

-- were registered in Bihar, 
8,018 in Uttar Pradesh and 
7,898 in Maharashtra.

There were 61,974 cases 
of riots and group clashes in 
the country in 2015.

The 35 sedition cases 
registered in 2016 included 
three each in Karnataka and 
Kerala, two each in Delhi, Te-
langana and Madhya Pradesh 
and one each in Andhra 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Odisha and West Bengal.

As many as 60 cases of  
custodial deaths or disap-
pearance from lock-ups 
were reported in the coun-

try in 2016 of  which 12 
were in Maharashtra, nine 
each in Gujarat and Uttar 
Pradesh, five in Madhya 
Pradesh, four in Punjab, 
three each in Tamil Nadu 
and Chhattisgarh and two 
in Rajasthan.

A total of 32 people also 
died or disappeared in the 
country last year while they 
were under the remand of  
the police. These included 
six each in Madhya Pradesh 
and Andhra Pradesh, four 
in Maharashtra and two 
each in Assam, Gujarat, 
Haryana and Tamil Nadu.

Five militants killed, army 
para commando injured 
in two Kashmir gunfights

Rahul to ask Modi a question every day in Gujarat poll run-up

Sikh extremists living 
abroad behind Punjab RSS 
leader’s killing— NIA

Srinagar, Nov. 30 (IANS): 
Five militants were killed 
and a para commando of  
the Indian Army injured 
on Thursday in two sepa-
rate gunfights in Kashmir 
Valley.

D e f e n c e  M i n i s t r y 
spokesman Colonel Rajesh 
Kalia said that four terror-
ists were killed in a gunfight 
with security forces in Fut-
lipora.

In another gunfight that 
erupted in north Kashmir 
Sagipora village of  Sopore 
area in Baramulla, police 
said one militant has been 
killed so far while a para 
commando of the army was 
injured.

“The operation against 
militants in Sagipora village 
is still on,” police said.

In the gunfight at Fut-

lipora village, following 
specific information about 
the presence of  militants, 
the security forces had sur-
rounded the village in Pa-
kherpora area of  Badgam 
district in the morning.

A teenager was injured 
when a mob clashed with 
the army in Pakherpora 
Chowk. The mob attacked 
the army convoy carrying 
reinforcements to Futlipora 
village, the police officer 
said.

Sinar Ahmad, 15, was 
injured when the army re-
sorted to aerial firing after 
the mob attack. Ahmad 
was shifted to hospital in 
Srinagar, he added.

Authorities have sus-
pended Internet services in 
the district to prevent spread 
of rumours, he said.

Aadhaar to be big weapon against benami properties — Modi
New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): De-
scribing Aadhaar as a major “pow-
er” to bring about an “irreversible 
change” in the common man’s life, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday said that the Unique Iden-
tification Number will now be used 
in cases involving benami properties. 
“By linking Aadhaar to Mobile and 
Jan Dhan, we have created such a 
system that could not have been im-
agined few years back. 

“In last three years, with the help 
of  Aadhaar, crores of  fake names 
have been removed from the system. 
Now it is going to be a big weapon 
against benami properties,” Modi 

said while addressing the inaugural 
session of  the Hindustan Times 
Summit.

He said that the country saw a 
“behavioural change” after demon-
etisation, which helped in converting 
to a “clean and healthy economy”. 

“For the first time after Independ-
ence the corrupt people are scared of  
transacting in black money. They are 
scared of  being caught. The black 
money which was earlier base of par-
allel economy, has now become part 
of formal economy,” he said.

“Such an irreversible change is 
getting boost from Aadhaar. Aadhaar 
is such a power through which this 

government want to ensure rights of  
poor. It is also playing a big role in 
providing subsidised ration, scholar-
ships, medicines, pensions and other 
government subsidies,” he said.

He said the day the country 
would adopt maximum transactions 
via digital addresses, “organised 
crime would come to an end to some 
extent”.

Modi said “big transformations” 
do not come easily and for it “hauling 
up of the entire system was needed”.

“We can increase our ease of do-
ing business ranking from 142 to 100 
only when we take initiatives for big 
transformation,” Modi said.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  30 
(IANS): The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
on Thursday said that Sikh 
extremist elements living 
abroad, including Pakistan 
and Britain, were behind 
the murder of  RSS leader 
Ravinder Gosain in Lu-
dhiana and over half  a 
dozen incidents of  murder 
and attempt to murder of  
right-wing leaders, aimed at 
destabilising Punjab.

The anti-terror agency’s 
revelation comes within two 
weeks of  its investigation 
into the killing of  Gosain, 
60, who was fired at by two 
bike-borne assailants on 
October 17 near his house 
while returning after attend-
ing a morning RSS drill. He 
died on the spot.

The NIA, which took 
over the case following a 
November 16 order issued 
by the Union Home Minis-
try, said the questioning of  
two arrested accused per-
sons -- Ramandeep Singh 
and Hardeep Singh -- by 
Punjab Police and further 
investigation in the case 
revealed the conspiracy. The 
NIA had taken custody of  
Ramandeep and Hardeep 
from Punjab Police on No-
vember 22. 

NIA officials said the 
arrested shooters have ad-
mitted their involvement in 
the killing of Gosain as well 
as in seven other incidents 
of  murder or attempted to 
murder in Punjab that have 
taken place since January 

2016. The killing of the RSS 
leader was the latest in a 
series of murderous attacks 
on right-wing and religious 
leaders in Punjab.

In July 2017, the shoot-
ers also murdered a Chris-
tian pastor named Sultan 
Masih in Ludhiana, the 
officials said. 

They said a conspiracy 
to “destabilize Punjab has 
been hatched by Sikh ex-
tremist elements and others 
located in various parts of  
the world including the 
United Kingdom, France, 
Italy, United Arab Emirates 
and Pakistan”.

“The investigation con-
ducted so far has revealed 
channelling of  funds from 
foreign countries for execu-
tion of these incidents. The 
conspiracy also included 
an element of  ideologi-
cal brainwashing and in-
citement of  the above ac-
cused persons on religious 
grounds by their mentors 
settled abroad. Investigation 
of the case is continuing.”

The agency took over 
the case from Punjab Po-
lice and re-registered FIR 
under charges of Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 
and sections of murder and 
common intention of  In-
dian Penal Code along with 
Arms Act. The case was ini-
tially registered and probed 
by Punjab Police. 

Gosain, who lost his 
wife to cancer some years 
ago, is survived by four 
children.

USAID announces $1 mn for TB awareness in India
H yd e r a b a d ,  N ov.  3 0 
(IANS): The US Agency 
for International Develop-
ment (USAID) on Thurs-
day announced $1 million 
to create awareness about 
Tuberculosis (TB) to help 
India in its fight against the 
disease.

Announcing this here 
on the sidelines of  the Glo-
bal Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit (GES), USAID Direc-
tor Mark Green said the 
move would support Prime 
Minister Modi’s ultimate 
goal of  securing a TB-free 
India by 2025.

India has the world’s 
highest incidence of  TB, 
with 2.8 million cases an-
nually, and accounts for 
more than a quarter of  the 
global TB burden.

India also has the largest 
burden of multi-drug-resist-
ant TB (MDR-TB) among 
all countries, with almost 
150,000 cases every year.

TB claims over 435,000 
Indian lives each year, 
which places TB among 
the top ten causes of  death 
in the country.

USAID feels the TB 
stigma disproportionately 

affects women.
In India, as in many 

countries around the world, 
people often fear how others 
will treat them if  they are 
diagnosed with TB. Women 
diagnosed with TB report 
that their families, employ-
ers and communities shun 
and discriminate against 
them, said a statement.

USAID has supported 
the TB programme of  In-
dia since 1998, and has 
invested more than $140 
million to strengthen the 
capacity of  national, state, 
and district-level TB pro-

grammes. USAID has also 
introduced new tools and 
approaches to reach, cure 
and prevent TB in India 
successfully.

The current objectives 
of  the USAID/India TB 
portfolio are to strengthen 
the detection and treatment 
of  TB, including a focus 
on drug-resistant strains; 
assist the government to 
plan and implement evi-
dence-based interventions 
to reach a TB-Free India; 
and improve patient-cen-
tred TB services in private 
provider settings.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  30 
(IANS): Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi 
will ask Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi a question 
every day in the run-up to 

the Gujarat assembly elec-
tions, the party said.

Congress chief  spokes-
person Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala on Wednesday said 
Gandhi would ask a ques-

tion to the Prime Minister 
every day.

“Rahul Gandhi is ask-
ing a question every day, 
why did mis-governance of  
22 years create such a situa-

New Delhi,Nov. 30 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today said that he 
was ready for the big po-
litical price he will have 
to pay for the steps he has 
taken for the betterment of  
the country, in a reference 
to decisions taken to curb 
black money.

He also said that his 
government is committed to 
developing a development-
centric eco system which 
is free of corruption and is 
citizen centric.

Addressing a gathering 
here, he said that post de-
monetisation, black money, 
which was part of a parallel 
economy, has now become 
part of the formal system.

Inaugurating the Hin-
dustan Times Leadership 
Summit here, Modi said 
data mining after the note 
ban is also helping govern-
ment track down those in-
volved in corruption.

Appreciating the role 

of  Aadhaar in delivering 
services to the people and 
also checking pilferages, he 
said the system would also 
work as a tool to track down 
benami properties.

“The day the country 
will have a technical and 
digital address for all mon-
etary transactions, organ-
ised corruption would be 
checked to a great extent.

“I am aware of  the big 
political price I will have 
to pay for the steps I have 
taken, the path I have cho-
sen and the destination I 
want to take the country to. 
But I am ready for it,” the 
Prime Minister said.

Modi also used the 
opportunity to hit out at 
the previous Congress-led 
UPA government, saying 
that when the NDA took 
over in 2014, the “legacy” 
it got was in the form of  
a poor fiscal order, bank-
ing system, economy and 
governance.

In an apparent dig at 
the media, he said the situa-
tion then was not described 
“harshly”.

“The headline was 
‘policy paralysis... things 
were described in discount 
words. No harsher words 
were used to describe the 
situation,” he noted.

He said during the rule 
of the previous government, 
“corruption was the norm 
(bhrashtachar hi shishta-
char tha)...I understand that 
no magic can change the 
country...but we cannot sit 
doing nothing...people who 
do nothing are filled with 
a sense of  dejection...this 
approach prevents us from 
taking risks,” he said.

Modi said for the past 
70 years, people were fight-
ing the system. “The system 
was a hurdle in develop-
ment, success. My effort 
and commitment is that 
the people’s struggle with 
the system should end and 
ease of  living should go 
up,” he said.

He said the introduction 
of  LED bulbs has helped 
save Rs 14,000 crore. “You 
would not believe the fig-
ure...had the government 
introduced a scheme (with 
an outlay of) Rs 14,000 
crore, I would have secured 
a vote bank of  middle in-
come group (people) for the 
next 50 years,” he said.

The prime minister said 
no one would have stopped 
the previous government 
from implementing such 
schemes. “But we won’t be 
stopped,” he asserted.

tion,” he tweeted.
Gandhi wrote on Twit-

ter on Wednesday “22 salon 
ka hisaab, Gujarat mange 
jawaab. (Gujarat demands 
answers for 22 years of  
BJP)”.

He said he would de-
mand answers for 22 years 
of Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) rule in the state and 
the promises made to the 
people.

“First question to the 
Prime Minister on the state 
of  affairs in Gujarat -- In 
2012, promises were made 
to provide 50 lakh new 
houses but built 4.72 lakh 
in five years. Will the Prime 
Minister tell, whether it will 
take another 45 years to 
fulfil the promise?” Gandhi 
posted on Twitter.

Congress spokesperson 
Deepender Singh Hooda 
said he hoped Modi and 
the BJP would answer Gan-
dhi’s queries on “22 years 
of mis-governance” in Gu-
jarat.

“We expect that the 
Prime Minister and the 
BJP to find time and answer 
the questions asked to them 
by Rahul Gandhi,” he said.

“The BJP is working 
for the super rich and mid-
dlemen. The party’s (BJP) 
economic policy was at the 
cost of the poor,” he added.



United Nations, Nov. 30 
(IANS):  The US has urged 
all nations to cut diplo-
matic and trade ties with 
North Korea after its latest 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile test and warned 
that if  it comes to war, 
the rogue regime will be 
“totally destroyed”. The 
call was rejected by Russia 
on Thursday as it accused 
Washington of  provoking 
Pyongyang into stepping 
up its nuclear missile pro-
gramme.

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov dis-
missed the call by the US 
Permanent Representative 
to the UN Nikki Haley to 
sever ties with North Korea 
and said “sanctions do not 
work”. He advocated nego-
tiations instead.

Speaking during a visit 
to the Belarussian capi-
tal Minsk, Lavrov asked 
whether America was ac-
tively seeking to destroy 
North Korea. The Ameri-
cans, he said, “should ex-
plain to us all what they’re 
after”.  “If  they want to 
find a pretext for destroying 
North Korea, as the US en-
voy said at the UN Security 
Council, then let them say it 
outright and let the supreme 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
US drone hits Pakistan-Afghan 
border, kills three
Islamabad, Nov. 30 (IANS):  At least three people 
were killed when a US drone fired missiles along the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, the media reported on 
Thursday. The strike took place before dawn on the 
Kurram Agency border with Afghanistan. However, 
Pakistani officials said that it was unclear whether the 
drone had struck in Pakistani territory. Local sources 
quoted by the Express News said there were reports 
of  three deaths and that the area where the incident 
had taken place was Pesho Ghar.

Six killed in Sri Lanka rain
Colombo, Nov. 30 (IANS):  At least six people were 
killed and 23 injured in heavy rain that lashed Sri 
Lanka, authorities said on Thursday. The Disaster 
Management Centre said fatalities were reported from 
Galle, Gampaha and Badulla districts while severe de-
struction had been caused in several other areas across 
the country, reports Xinhua news agency. The centre 
said since the water level in some of  the major rivers, 
including Nilwala, Gin and Kalu, was rising due to the 
heavy rain people have been urged to move to higher 
ground. The Meteorology Department said in its lat-
est weather forecast that more heavy rain and strong 
winds were expected for the next few days. The de-
partment warned fishermen against going out to sea.

UAE National Day celebrated at 
Paris’ Louvre Museum
Paris, Nov. 30 (IANS/WAM):  The UAE Embassy 
here has observed the country’s National Day for the 
first time at the Louvre Museum in the presence of  top 
officials. The United Arab Emirates’ National Day is 
on Saturday. The reception to mark the day was held 
in the museum on Wednesday and was attended by 
UAE Minister of  State Zaki Anwar Nusseibeh, Health 
Minister Abdul Rahman Mohammad bin Nasser Al 
Owais and the country’s Ambassador to France Omar 
Saif  Ghobash. Former French Prime Minister Laurent 
Fabius and the Speaker of  the French Constitutional 
Council were also present. Minister Al Owais lauded 
the distinguished cultural relations between the two 
countries and highlighted the recent opening of  Lou-
vre Abu Dhabi as a major milestone in further advanc-
ing these relations to a higher level.

Bangladesh police continues 
search for missing Catholic priest
Dhaka, Nov. 30 (IANS): Bangladeshi police on 
Thursday continued investigations into the disappear-
ance of  a Catholic priest who went missing this week 
in Natore district, where a Christian businessman was 
murdered last year. “We have engaged our entire force 
to find the priest but so far we have not found any clue 
with which we could go forward,” Superintendent of  
Natore, Biplob Bijoy Talukder, told Efe news on the 
disappearance of  Walter William Rosario. He said 
that Rosario’s family had received a call demanding 
a ransom “but it appeared to be a hoax”. “There is a 
gang which kidnaps people for ransom but we did not 
find any link between this incident and them,” he said, 
adding that they were investigating all possible leads. 

US urges all nations to sever ties with N. 
Korea, Russia calls it ‘goading’ Kim 

Dutch authorities probe 
Bosnian war criminal’s suicide 

Syria remains world’s largest 
displacement crisis —  UN official

First Sikh woman elected as mayor in the US Xi meets Obama, 
discusses China-US ties

AP/PTI

 In this undated photo provided on Thursday, Nov. 30, 2017, by the North Korean government, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un inspects an intercontinental ballistic missile test in North Korea on Wednesday, Nov. 29. 

American leadership con-
firm it.”

Calling for new talks 
with North Korea, Lav-
rov added: “We have al-
ready emphasised... that 
the squeeze of sanctions has 
essentially come to an end, 
and that those resolutions 
which introduced the sanc-
tions should have included 
a requirement to renew the 
political process, a require-
ment to renew talks.

Speaking at the UNSC 
on Wednesday,  Haley 
warned that North Korea’s 
government will be “utterly 
destroyed” if  a war breaks 

out. She said that Wash-
ington also called on China 
to show leadership and cut 
off  oil supplies to pressure 
Pyongyang following the 
test.  Haley told the Coun-
cil that the North Korean 
dictator was bringing “the 
world closer to war”. 

Haley said that many 
countries have made eco-
nomic sacrifices to enforce 
strict sanctions against 
North Korea and put the 
main task of  containing 
Pyongyang on China’s 
shoulders. “We now turn 
to (China’s) President Xi 
(Jinping) to also take that 

stand,” she said. “China 
must show leadership and 
follow through.” Haley 
said that President Donald 
Trump had called Xi and 
asked him to cut off  oil sup-
plies to North Korea. 

Meanwhile, Trump’s 
Principal Deputy Press Sec-
retary Raj Shah said: “We’ll 
see future actions by the 
US and others and we’re 
looking forward to apply-
ing as much pressure as we 
can to get to our ultimate 
goal, which is a denuclear-
ised Korean Peninsula.” 
At the Council meeting 
convened at the request of  

the US, Japan and South 
Korea, Under Secretary-
General Jeffrey Feltman 
said the missile launched 
on Wednesday had trav-
elled about 950 kilometres 
before falling into the sea in 
Japan’s exclusive economic 
zone.  There was unanimity 
at the Council in condemn-
ing the missile test, but not 
on the actions to be taken 
against Pyongyang.

“Japan will never toler-
ate a nuclear-armed North 
Korea,” the country’s Per-
manent Representative 
Koro Bessho said. China’s 
Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative Wu Haitao in 
effect rejected any new 
sanctions suggested by Ha-
ley, saying that Beijing was 
committed to finding a dip-
lomatic solution.

He urged the acceptance 
of  a proposal made jointly 
by China and Russia that 
would require North Korea 
to suspend nuclear activ-
ity and the US and South 
Korea to halt joint military 
exercises in order to pave 
the way for talks. Trump 
kept the war of words going 
while speaking at a meeting 
in Missouri ridiculing Kim 
as a “sick puppy” and “little 
rocket man”.

The Hague,  Nov.  30 
(IANS):  Dutch authorities 
on Thursday launched a 
probe into the suicide of  a 
Bosnian Croat war criminal 
who died after drinking a 
vial of poison while standing 
in the dock at a UN tribunal 
here, where his war crimes 
sentence of  20 years was 
upheld.

Seconds after the judges 
had delivered their deci-
sion at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 
on Wednesday, Slobodan 
Praljak screamed: “Praljak 
is not a criminal. I reject 
your verdict,” the Guardian 
reported. The 72-year-old 
then raised a small brown 
bottle to his lips, and drank 
it in full view of the cameras 
filming the hearing. He died 
later at a hospital.

In a brief  statement, 
Dutch prosecutors said the 

inquiry would look at “as-
sisted suicide and violation 
of the Medicines Act”.

Investigators will look 
at who gave him the deadly 
liquid, what it contained and 
how he managed to smuggle 
it into what is supposed to be 
a high-security courtroom, 
according to the BBC.

Dutch police have de-
clared the courtroom a crime 
scene. The confirmation rul-
ings against Praljak and five 
other defendants brought an 
end to more than 20 years of  
work by the tribunal.

Praljak’s suicide was not 
the first during the Hague 
trials.  Croatian Serb war 
crimes suspect Slavko Dok-
manovic hanged himself in 
his cell in 1998, and fellow 
Croatian Serb Milan Babic 
killed himself  in his cell in 
2006.

Praljak had already com-
pleted a significant portion 

of  his sentence. Before the 
Bosnian conflict, he had 
been a writer and film di-
rector.

The 1992-95 war in 
Bosnia, in which 100,000 
people died and 2.2 million 
were displaced, mainly pit-
ted Bosnian Muslims against 
Bosnian Serbs, but also saw 
brutal fighting between Bos-
nian Muslims and Bosnian 
Croats after an initial alli-
ance fell apart, the Guardian 
reported.

The proceedings on 
Wednesday came a week 
after ICTY judges imposed a 
life sentence on former Bos-
nian Serb commander Ratko 
Mladic, whose ruthlessness 
in the conflict earned him 
the title of “Butcher of Bos-
nia”. 

The ICTY closes its 
doors on December 31, hav-
ing indicted and dealt with 
161 people.

United Nations, Nov. 30 (IANS): Syria 
remains the world’s largest and most 
dynamic displacement crisis, with half  of  
Syrians displaced from their homes, a top 
UN humanitarian official has said.

On average, more than 6,500 people 
have been displaced every day in the first 
nine months of  2017, UN Undersecre-
tary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief  Coordinator Mark 
Lowcock told the Security Council on 
Wednesday, Xinhua reported.

In northeast Syria, as fighting con-
tinued down the Euphrates River to-
ward the border with Iraq, airstrikes 
and clashes have displaced more than 
436,000 people from and within Raqqa 
governorate since the anti-Islamic State 
offensive began a year ago.  Another 
350,000 people have been displaced from 
and within the neighbouring governo-
rate of  Deir ez-Zor since August 2017, 
said Lowcock. Nearly 3 million people 
continue to live in besieged and hard-to-
reach areas in Syria, he said. 

At least 420,000 people are living in 10 
besieged areas, 94 per cent of  whom are 
in the rebel-held enclave of  East Ghouta 
near the capital city of  Damascus.

The UN official expressed grave con-
cern over the food crisis in East Ghouta 
as fighting continued. Only 100,000 
people out of  an estimated population 
of  400,000 in the enclave have received 
food assistance this year. And those peo-
ple are only getting occasional one-off  
deliveries, he said. Across the war-torn 
country, more than 13 million people 
urgently need humanitarian assistance 
and protection, 5.6 million of  them are 
in acute need, he said.

Almost one school-age child in three 
is out of  school; one-third of  schools 
are damaged or destroyed; fewer than 
half  of  Syria’s health facilities are fully 
operational, leading to thousands of  pre-
ventable deaths from injury or disease, 
said Lowcock. Humanitarian deliveries 
continue to be impeded, particularly with 
regard to cross-line operations, he said. 

Beijing, Nov. 30 (IANS): 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
met former US President 
Barack Obama in Beijing 
on Thursday, calling for en-
hanced communication, ex-
changes and cooperation 
between China and the US.

Xi made a positive ap-
praisal of  Obama’s efforts in 
promoting China-US rela-
tions during his presidency, 
Xinhua news agency report-
ed.

He stressed that China 
and the US have an important 
responsibility to safeguard 
world peace and stability, 
as well as boost global de-
velopment and prosperity.A 

long-term, stable and healthy 
development of  Sino-US ties 
accords with the interests of  
both nations and the world, 
said Xi.

China is ready to work 
with the US to strengthen 
communication, exchanges 
and cooperation, so as to 
push for new development 
of  bilateral relations, he said.

Xi briefed Obama on the 
major outcomes of  the 19th 
National Congress of  the 
Communist Party of  China 
held in October.

Obama thanked Xi for 
meeting him and appreci-
ated China’s development 
achievements.

New York, Nov. 30 
(PTI):  Preet Didbal 
has been elected as the 
mayor of  Yuba city in 
California, becoming 
the first Sikh woman to 
hold the position in the 
United States.

Dibal was appoint-
ed by the California 
city council and will be 
sworn in on December 
5, KCRA-TV, an NBC-
affiliated television sta-
tion, reported.

There  are  o ther 
Sikh mayors across the 
country -- Ravi Bhal-
la was elected earlier 
this month as mayor in 
Hoboken, New Jersey.

However, Didbal is 
the first Sikh woman to 

be elected as mayor in 
the country, the report 
said.

Didbal was elected 
to Yuba City Council 
in 2014 and is currently 
vice mayor. She is the 
first in her family to 
graduate from college.

“Seeing someone 
that looks like you, that 
comes from the same 
faith as you, to be elect-
ed in a public office in 
this country is inspir-
ing and exciting. And 
it’s definitely moving,” 
Jaydeep Singh with the 
Sikh Coalition said. 
“When Ravi Bhalla 
was elected in New Jer-
sey, that was the first 
time I saw someone 

who looked like me, 
who was in a public of-
fice in the United States 
of  America,” Singh 
said.

The Sutter-Yuba re-
gion is home to one of  
the largest Sikh com-
munities in the country.

On November 8, 
Bhalla became the first 
ever Sikh mayor of  
New Jersey’s Hoboken 
city after a stiff  compe-
tition that turned ugly 
when he was labelled a 
terrorist in slanderous 
flyers.

The Sikh Coal i -
tion estimates around 
500,000 people who fol-
low the Sikh faith live in 
the United States.
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Mark Ruffalo raises voice against domestic violence
Actor Mark Ruffalo wants to spread awareness about the violence faced by women and 
let them know that they are “not invisible”. Ruffalo took to his Instagram account on 
Thursday with an image in which he features holding a placard which read “Not Invis-
ble”.  He captioned the image with the post: “84 per cent of Native American women 
experience violence in their lifetime. But outside of Indian country, few people are aware 
of this epidemic. It’s time to raise awareness and show that these women are Not Invis-
ible.” The actor’s fans flooded him with posts blessing him for his stance. “Mark Ruffalo, I 
am a full-blooded Native American woman. My daughter and I wanted to say thank you 
for bringing awareness to this plight. West and strong together, Not Invisible, American 
Indian,” wrote one user. Another fan called Ruffalo “an extraordinary soul” and thanked 
him for all he does for humanity. (IANS)

EM Images
Members of Live Now event and Concord Linx, organisers of the Hornbill International Music Festival for 
2017 addressing a press conference at the Agri Expo Dimapur on Thursday. 

Dimapur welcomes Hornbill Int’l Music Fest.

BASN announces 12 semi-finalists for Miss Nagaland 2017 Dia appointed UN Environment 
Goodwill Ambassador for India

T
he top-billed 
rock contest 
Hornbill Inter-
national Music 
Festival which 

used to be held in Kohima 
is gearing up to be held in 
the commercial hub of the 
state Dimapur for the first 
time. 

The event will be two 
days i.e., Dec 1 and the 2nd 
at the Dimapur District 
Sports Complex (DDSC). 
The event is being man-
aged by Concord Linx. 
From Dec. 3 till the 10th, 
the festival will be at the 
Agri Expo, at 4th mile Di-
mapur. It will be managed 
by Live Now Events. 

This was informed by 
the Concord Linx and Live 
Now event at a press con-
ference on Thur. Nov. 30. 

Taking into considera-
tion the prominence of the 
festival and with tourists 
coming in, the organis-
ers have appealed to the 
Nagaland government to 
‘at least fill potholes if not 
repair’ the stretch along the 
Agri Expo road.  

Day-one of the music 
festival will see special ap-
pearance from Bollywood 
celebrity and Sufi musi-
cian Kailash Kher and his 

project band Surfira also 
featuring Margaret Shishak 
School of Music (MSSM); 
Patkai Christian College, 
Nagaland 
Conservato-
ry of Music, 
Note Grid 
and TIME. Performance 
by Alobo Naga featuring 
DJ Amar and Methaneilie 
Jütakhrie will be on Dec. 
1 at the DDSC at 5:00 pm 
onwards with free entry 
and seats available for Rs. 
500.          

The artists for day-two 
are The Stage season-2 
winner Sharvi Yadav and 
finalist Abhishek Gurung, 
Mo and The Shooting 
Stars, Yen Zhimo, Ngukavi 
and East Wind Wood. The 
tickets will be available for 

Rs. 50 and seats available 
at Rs. 500.          

Day-three has been 
dubbed the “Praise Sun-

day.” It will see Kenny and 
the Faith band, Jack Pucho 
and the Warehouse and 
Tali Angh on stage. 

Nagaland Unboxed, 
day-four, will see Swevens 
and The Gluttons, Tune 
Up Channel, Incipit, 
ANTB and Lords of Rock 
on stage. 

On Dec. 5 the Hornbill 
International Rock Contest 
preliminaries will take 
place. The event will be 
judged by Uday Benegal 
(Indus Creed), Soumini 

Sridhara Paul Vice presi-
dent of Hungama Digital 
Media Artist Aloud and 
Mhassevi Tetseo. The final 
will be held on Dec. 8. 

The Jam Tree School, 
Ronnie, Rudy Wallang 
and the Blu featuring Leon 
Wallang will take the stage 
on day-nine of the festival 
dubbed the ‘Cue Blue’ 
while day-10 dubbed the 
“Digital Tribe” will see 
performances from DJ 
Lil’Bomb, DJ Ina and DJ 
Teri Miko. 

The tickets to the event 
at Agri Expo are priced 
at Rs. 100 which will be 
available at the venue. The 
concert will start at 6: 00 
pm, the event organisers 
informed. 

Eastern Mirror Desk

T
he Beauty & Aesthetics Society 
of Nagaland (BASN) in a press 
release has announced the semi-
finalists for the upcoming Miss 
Nagaland 2017. 

Twelve (12) beautiful and smart ladies 
were selected after a series of screening.  

The release mentions that altogether 30 
ladies from various parts of the state audi-
tioned, however, only nine were selected 
along with the district title winners making 
it a total of 12 ladies.

The release mentions that the annual 
Miss Nagaland beauty pageant will be 
part of the state Hornbill Festival sched-
uled for Dec. 8 at the Regional Centre for 
Excellence in Music and Performing Arts 
(RCEMPA), Jotsoma.

The photo-shoot for the semi-finalists 
is said to have been conceptualised and di-
rected by Ketholeno Kense, a supermodel 
as stated and the official photographer as 
Vitoto Sakhrie with hair and make-up be-
ing done by Lomi Shikhu and the ward-
robe sponsored by Loreni Sophia. 

EMN

A
ctor-activist Dia 
Mirza has been 
appointed UN 
Environment’s 
Goodwill Ambas-

sador for India.
The 35-year-old actor has 

been recognised by the United 
Nations for her contribution to 
environment conservation.

“I feel honoured and 
inspired by this opportunity to 
work with UN Environment 
to protect the environment and 
promote sustainable develop-
ment.

“Environmental issues will 
be the defining challenge of  
this era, and I am committed to 
helping the UN as a Goodwill 
Ambassador to do everything I 
can to provide a better future,” 
Dia said in a statement.

As a Goodwill Ambas-

sador, the actor will work 
with the UN to further spread 
the message on priority areas 
including clean air, clean seas, 
wildlife protection and climate 
change.Congratulating Dia to 
the programme, UN Environ-
ment head, Erik Solheim said 
he is elated to have someone 
of her stature whose popular-
ity in India will help the cause 
immensely.

“I am delighted to have 
Dia join UN Environment 
as a Goodwill Ambassador. 
India faces many challenges, in 
particular the air pollution that 
is choking many of its cities.

“Dia’s influence can help to 
turn the situation around and 
create a healthy future for In-
dians and their environment,” 
he said.

PTI

Aron T. Asumi is a music 
teacher, composer and a performer. 
A self taught musician, Asumi is 
the administrator of Immanuel 
Higher Secondary School, Director 
of Immanuel Music Academy and 
the Pianist at Sumi Baptist Church 
Zunheboto.

In today’s Rhythm of Love 
Asumi talks us through his musical 
journey, his love for music and how 
he uses this special gift. 

EASTERN MIRROR: To start with, for 
those who may be new to you and your 
music, tell us about yourself as an artist?
ARON T. ASUMI: I am a self  taught musi-
cian, composer and a performer. I am presently 
the Director of  Immanuel Music Academy, 
Zunheboto and the Administrator of  Immanuel 
Higher Secondary School, Zunheboto. I am also 
the pianist at Sumi Baptist Church Zunheboto. 
I hold music Certificates from the Associated 
Board of  the Royal Schools of  Music (ABRS 
M), London and Trinity College of  Music, 
London.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about the 
moment when you decided that music 
was something that you wanted to do 
with your life?
ARON T. ASUMI: Music was my hobby 
and my passion that I always felt that it is in 
my blood. I started performing in my school and 
church when I was still in High School. Seeing 
my potential, my brother Dr. Vihuto Asumi, 
who is also a musician himself, encouraged me 
to pursue music as a career and in that way I 
was mentored and guided. I am content today 
for choosing the right career through which I am 
able to express myself  best.

EASTERN MIRROR: You have released 
a song book titled “Songs You Love” for 
congregational use for various institu-
tions. Was your calling focused only 
towards Church ministry? Can you give 
your insight on your music genre?
ARON T. ASUMI: Being an Administra-
tor of  a school as well, I felt the need to compile 
and design a comprehensive Song book where 
selections of  Responsive Readings, Praise and 
Worship Songs and Hymns with Fundamentals 
of  Staff  Notation and Basics of  Conducting are 
incorporated. The purpose of  bringing out this 
song book titled “Songs You Love”, I wanted to 
encourage youth, especially students in schools 
and colleges to praise and worship, glorifying the 
name of  God through singing.

My calling is focused more towards church 
ministry because our God who is the Creator of  
music deserve the best and it is through music, I 
can serve Him the best. My genre of  music may 
be classified as Romantic and New Age Music. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What are some of 
the challenges that you face from being in 
various church settings as a music artist 
who work with churches as well?
ARON T. ASUMI: Many church leaders 
and believers fail to understand the importance 
of  music in the church. For many, singing has 
somewhat become rather casual and time filler 
between prayers and sermons instead of  an active 
commitment in our worship. It has been treated 
as a chore to be endured till we go to the sermon. 
“God forbid”, what if  our worship do not reach 
God. We should realize that a worshipping 
church is a living church.

EASTERN MIRROR: Take us through 
your piano instrumental album “Tomor-
row Awaits”.
ARON T. ASUMI: “Tomorrow Awaits” is 
my instrumental debut album featuring 8 piano 
pieces celebrating Jesus and dedicated to the 
Creator of  Music. All pieces are my composi-
tion. The album was produced with music scores 

(staff  notation) which can be used by performers 
and music teachers in schools, churches, wed-
dings, etc.

EASTERN MIRROR: Dimapur and 
Kohima are two central districts when it 
comes to getting the platform for musi-
cians. As a music devotee and a musician 
yourself from Zunheboto district, what is 
your option?
ARON T. ASUMI: I got lots of  offers espe-
cially from Dimapur and outside of  Nagaland. 
There are times when I also have to think twice 
to move out of  Zunheboto for better options out-
side of  Zunheboto. However, I am determined to 
teach music to my own people here in Zunheboto 
and take Zunheboto to a music map of  Naga-
land. I wish to let my people know that unlike 

previous years when music was treated just a 
hobby; music is now an industry where we earn 
our livelihood as well. The demand for music 
teachers in the schools and colleges and music 
leaders in the church is very high, yet our people 
still fail to understand fact. When something we 
love doing becomes our career, what more should 
we ask for.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us how you 
became involved in choir? What life skills 
have you learnt through being part of a 
choir?
ARON T. ASUMI: After the dedication of  
our church which is Asia’s biggest Baptist church, 
I was approached by the church leaders to be the 
pianist for choir and that’s how I got involved 
with choir. I also have my choir viz. “IMA Choir 
(Immanuel Music Academy Choir)” where we 
perform my original compositions from time to 
time. Being a part of  the choir, I feel spiritually 
quenched and satisfied.

EASTERN MIRROR: What do you 
believe the future holds for music in 
Nagaland?
ARON T. ASUMI: We can see a big leap of  
progress in the field of  music in just a decade in 
Nagaland. We can see many musicians, singers 
and music teachers taking music seriously as a 
profession. I believe, someday soon, Nagaland 
will be a music hub in the country and in the 
region.

EASTERN MIRROR: Do you have any 
other musical projects lined up for the 
near future?
ARON T. ASUMI: I am now working on 
my second piano instrumental video album with 
sheet music book which will be released in the 
near future, some video of  which I have released 
in YouTube recently. I have also started my 
home recording studio through which I intend to 
promote my upcoming music students and also 
produce IMA Choir album.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Firangi (Hindi)

5 pm: Trian to busan

Appeals for repairs of road 
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Beijing, Nov. 30 (IANS): A Chi-
nese satellite which was sent to the 
skies to look for evidence of  the 
annihilation or decay of  dark mat-
ter particles in space has detected 
unexpected and mysterious signals 
in its measurement of  high-energy 
cosmic rays, bringing scientists 
closer to proving the existence of  
the invisible matter.

The mysterious dark matter is 
believed to comprise a quarter of  
universe.

The satellite, Dark Matter Par-
ticle Explorer (DAMPE), also 
called Wukong or “Monkey King”, 
has measured more than 3.5 bil-
lion cosmic ray particles with the 
highest energy up to 100 tera-
electron-volts (TeV), including 20 
million electrons and positrons, 
with unprecedented high energy 
resolution, Xinhua reported.

Precise measurement of  cos-
mic rays, especially at the very 
high energy range, are important 
for scientists to look for traces of  

dark matter annihilation or decay, 
as well as to understand the uni-
verse’s most energetic astrophysi-
cal phenomena, such as pulsars, 
active galaxy nuclei and supernova 
explosions. 

“DAMPE has opened a new 
window for observing the high-en-
ergy universe, unveiling new physi-
cal phenomena beyond our current 
understanding,” Chang Jin, Chief  
Scientist of  DAMPE and Vice 
Director of  the Purple Mountain 
Observatory of  the Chinese Acad-
emy of  Sciences (CAS), said.

The initial detection results on 
the precise measurement of  the 
electron and positron spectrum in 
an energy range between 25 giga-
electron-volts (GeV) and 4.6 TeV 
were published in the latest issue 
of  the journal Nature.

“Our data may inspire some 
new ideas in particle physics and 
astrophysics,” said Chang. 

Dark matter, which cannot 
be seen or touched, passes right 

through us as if  we do not exist. 
The ghost-like material is one of  
the great mysteries of  science.

Scientists calculate that normal 
matter -- such as galaxies, stars, 
trees, rocks and atoms -- accounts 
for only about five per cent of  the 
universe. However, about 26.8 per 
cent of  the universe is dark matter 
and 68.3 per cent dark energy.

China sent DAMPE into an 
orbit of  about 500 kilometres above 
the earth on December 17.

Based on the satellite’s data, 
scientists drew the cosmic ray elec-
tron and positron spectrum.

To their surprise, scientists 
found a break at around 0.9 TeV 
and a strange spike at around 1.4 
TeV on the spectrum. 

“We never expected such sig-
nals,” Chang said. “The spike 
might indicate that there exists a 
kind of  unknown particle with a 
mass of  about 1.4 TeV,” Chang 
said.

“All the 61 elementary particles 

predicted by the standard model of  
particle physics have been found. 
Dark matter particles are beyond 
the list. So if  we find a new elemen-
tary particle, it will be a break-
through in physics,” he added.

More than 100 Chinese scien-
tists and engineers, together with 
those from Switzerland and Italy, 
took part in the development of  
DAMPE and the analysis of  its 
data. Researchers have ruled out 
the possibility that the unusual 
signals are caused by a malfunc-
tion of  the satellite’s detectors. 
Independent analyses from five dif-
ferent teams all came to the same 
conclusion, said Chang.

Some other probes dedicated to 
exploring the evidence of  annihila-
tion or decay of  dark matter par-
ticles in space are NASA’s Fermi 
Space Telescope and the Alpha 
Magnetic Spectrometer (AMS-02), 
a particle physics detector operat-
ing on the International Space 
Station (ISS).

New Delhi, Nov. 30 (IANS): The 
next-generation airborne early warn-
ing and control system (AWACS), 
with a 360-degree scan being de-
veloped by the DRDO, would also 
double up as an air-to-air refueller 
following a request by the Indian 
Air Force (IAF), according to a top 
DRDO official.

The IAF, which is bearing 
around 80 per cent of the project’s 
cost, had asked Defence Research 
and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) to equip Airbus A330 
wide-bodied AWACS aircraft with 
refuelling capability.

“Negotiations with Airbus had 
been completed on the basis of the 
in-principal approval given by the 
government and an RFP (request for 
proposal) that was floated. We will 
be buying six aircraft, and may buy 

two more under the option clause 
later,” S. Christopher, DRDO chief, 
told IANS.

The Airbus A-330, a medium to 
long-range wide-body twin-engined 
jet, which emerged as the single bid-
der for the tender floated by India, is 
likely to be the platform for the next 
generation AWACS systems, which 
will double up as mid-air refuellers.

“Adding this refuelling capacity 
will give a multi-functional role to 
the platform. It will also be economic 
as the cost will be around 36 per cent 
lower,” Christopher said.

As the proposal was put to the air 
force, it asked DRDO if it was pos-
sible to include air-to-air refuelling. 
“The AWACS fly with buddy air-
craft to protect it, which can also be 
fuelled by the same aircraft,” he said.

Since the Airbus A-330 had 

already an in-principal approval for 
the AWACS system, the DRDO did 
not want to go through the process 
again which may have resulted in 
cost escalation of the platform.

The DRDO official said a “tech 
scan” of  the platform was carried 
out, and it was found that the Airbus 
A-330 could be used for both pur-
poses. The committee undertaking 
the tech scan had a member from the 
DRDO, apart from the IAF and the 
defence ministry.

The IAF at present has two 
AWACS systems -- the Israeli Phal-
con AWACS on the Russian IL-76 
and an indigenous system mounted 
on a Brazilian Embraer-145 that 
was handed over to IAF by DRDO 
at the Aero India 2017. Two more 
Embraer aircraft are being fitted with 
the system.

The IAF at present operates six 
IL-78 planes for air-to-air refuelling 
and has a requirement for more. Inci-
dentally, in 2016, India had scrapped 
a deal for acquisition of six Airbus 
A-330 mid-air refuelling aircraft.

The indigenous AWACS have 
a 240 degree scanning capability, 
which means it scans the area on 
both sides, but not in the front or 
back. The new system being devel-
oped by DRDO would have AESA 
(active electronically scanned array) 
radars with 360 degree capability, 
which can detect incoming aerial 
threats like hostile fighters, drones 
and cruise missiles from 400-km 
away. India will be only the second 
country in the world after Israel to 
develop such a system.

The new system is scheduled to 
be ready in seven years.

N e w  Yo r k ,  N o v. 3 0 
(IANS): In a surprise dis-
covery, astronomers have 
spotted telltale signs of  11 
low-mass stars forming 
perilously close -- within 
three light-years -- to the 
Milky Way’s supermas-
sive black hole, a region 
believed to be hostile to 
star formation.

At such a distance, 
t idal  forces  driven by 
the supermassive black 
hole should be energetic 
enough to rip apart clouds 
of  dust and gas before 
they can form stars.

But the presence of  
these newly-discovered 
protostars -- the formative 
stage between a dense 
cloud of  gas and a young, 
shining star -- suggests 
that the conditions neces-
sary for the birth of  low-
mass stars like our Sun 
may exist even in one of  
the most turbulent regions 
of  our galaxy and possibly 
in similar locales through-

out the universe.
“Despite all odds, we 

see the best evidence yet 
that low-mass stars are 
forming startlingly close 
to the supermassive black 
hole at the centre of  the 
Milky Way,” said Farhad 
Yusef-Zadeh, an astron-
omer at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, 
Illinois, and lead author 
of  a study published in 
the Astrophysical Journal 
Letters.

“This is a genuinely 
surprising result and one 
that demonstrates just 
how robust star formation 
can be, even in the most 
unlikely of  places,” Yusef-
Zadeh said. 

The observations were 
made with Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter 
Array (ALMA), an ob-
servatory in Chile.

The ALMA data also 
suggest that these pro-
tostars are about 6,000 
years old. 

“This  is  impor tant 
because it is the earliest 
phase of  star formation 
we have found in this 
highly hostile environ-
ment,” Yusef-Zadeh said.

The team of  research-
ers identified these proto-
stars by seeing the classic 
“double lobes” of  mate-
rial that bracket each of  
them. 

These cosmic hour-
glass-like shapes signal 
the early stages of  star 
formation. 

Molecules, like car-
bon monoxide , in these 
lobes glow brightly in mil-
limetre-wavelength light, 
which ALMA can observe 
with remarkable precision 
and sensitivity.

The Milky Way’s ga-
lactic centre, with its four 
million solar mass black 
hole, is located approxi-
mately 26,000 light-years 
from Earth in the direc-
tion of  the constellation 
Sagittarius.

London, Nov. 30 (IANS): 
Contrary to current belief, 
it was the departure of  a 
large river - not its arrival 
-- that triggered the growth 
of Indus urban centres that 
developed in what is now 
northwest India and Paki-
stan some 5,300 years ago, 
says a new study.

The Indus civilisation 
developed at about the same 
time as urban civilisations 
developed in Mesopotamia 
and Egypt. 

Archaeological evidence 
shows that many of the set-
tlements in the Indus civili-
sation developed along the 
banks of  a river called the 
Ghaggar-Hakra.

But the new study, led by 
researchers from the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Kanpur and Imperial Col-
lege London, has now pro-
vided evidence that a major 
Himalayan river did not flow 
at the same time as the devel-
opment of Indus civilisation 
urban settlements. 

“The findings challenge 
our current understand-
ing of how urbanisation in 
many ancient civilisations 
began and grew in relation 
to natural resources,” said 
lead author Sanjeev Gupta, 
Professor at Imperial. 

The study, published in 
the journal Nature Com-
munications, showed that 
today’s Sutlej River used 
to flow along the trace of  
the Ghaggar-Hakra river 

but rapidly changed course 
upstream eight thousand 
years ago. 

This meant that three 
thousand years later, when 
the Indus people settled the 
area, there was only an aban-
doned large river valley oc-
cupied by seasonal monsoon 
river flow instead of a large 
Himalayan river.

The researchers said the 
time gap between the river 
shifting course and the In-
dus civilisation settlements 
appearing rules out the ex-
istence of a Himalayan-fed 
river that nourished Indus 
civilisation urban settle-
ments along the river chan-
nel.

The team was also able 
to pinpoint what the original 
source of the river sediments 
had been, showing that the 
Sutlej had once flowed along 
the Ghaggar-Hakra dried 
river channel, or palaeo-
channel.

They found that after the 
Sutlej changed course, the 
scar it left in the landscape 
acted as a topographic low 
to capture river flow during 
the monsoon. 

This meant that despite 
not living along a permanent 
river, the Indus settlements 
still benefited from a water 
source.

“We now know that, 
given the right conditions, 
valleys that have lost their 
rivers can still serve as a wa-
ter source. The civilisation 

would also not have been 
threatened by the risk of  
devastating floods that living 
next to a big river brings,” 
study co-author Rajiv Sinha, 
Professor at IIT Kanpur, 
said.

To determine the tim-
ing of  the river, the team 
drilled cores through the 
dried Ghaggar-Hakra river 
bed and analysed the layers 
of river sediments that had 
built up over time. 

They used a method, 
called optically stimulated 
luminescence dating, to de-
termine when the river last 
flowed.

The team were also 
able to determine where the 
original material in the river 
came from by dating mineral 
grains such as zircon and 
mica, revealing the previous 
course of the river.

Most major ancient ur-
ban civilisations, such as 
Egypt and Mesopotamia, 
formed around big rivers.

This research showed 
how ancient urban centres 
did not necessarily need an 
active, flowing river system 
in order to thrive.

The research could help 
archaeologists to take a fresh 
look at the development of  
urbanisation in early civili-
sations because research in 
this area has been focusing 
mainly on the role of rivers 
drying up leading to aban-
donment of urban centres by 
ancient communities.

China’s dark matter probe 
detects mysterious signals 

Next-Gen A-330 AWACS to have mid-air refuelling capability

Infant stars found near Milky 
Way’s supermassive black hole

First evidence of Julius Caesar’s 
invasion of Britain unearthed

‘Hot Jupiter’ with deadly 
stratosphere stuns scientists

Indus civilisation developed 
around an extinct river — Study

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1666SUD0KU 1505
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1665

 ACROSS
 1. City in the hill country of Biblical 

Judah
 6. Disapproving sounds
 10. Mark left from a wound
 14. Chills, as with a fever
 15. Slender
 16. Countertenor
 17. Soft twilled fabric
 18. Tennis star ____ Kournikova
 19. Lizard
 20. Partial shadow
 22. Andes animals
 24. Asphalts
 25. Nearest
 26. Actress ______ Francis
 29. Metric units of area
 30. Sometimes called “Salad 

dressing”
 31. Denuded of trees
 37. Pleasureable self-satisfaction
 39. Cut (as in grass)
 40. Disreputable
 41. Feelings
 44. Scale of measurement
  45. Not sweet
 46. Profane oaths
 48. Water taps
 52. Challenge
 53. Tijuana Brass leader Herb 

_____
 54. Moderate
 58. Leaked blood
 59. Not closed
 61. Mother-of-pearl
 62. Alleyway
 63. Russian gymnast ____ Korbut
 64. Singer _____ Merman
 65. Finishes
 66. Rise high in the air
 67. Searches 
 DOWN
 1. Coarse file
 2. Shivering fit
 3. Consume by fire
 4. Pleasing to the senses
 5. Chimney sweep

  6. Russian emperors
  7. Forearm bone
  8. Can (container)
  9. Tinier
  10. Long, heroic narratives
  11. Usual weather conditions
  12. Collection of maps
  13. Cook with dry heat
  21. Gave birth
  23. Suffers defeat
  25. Worn by a king
  26. Units of electric current

  27. Scarce
  28. City in France
  29. Underway
  32. Chieftains
  33. Separate or isolate
  34. Hot beverages favored in 

England
  35. Rim, brink or crest
  36. Cloth coloring fluids
  38. One who assigns dates
  42. Artwork on skin
  43. Type of jazz singing

  47. Human liquid wastes
  48. Tale
  49. “Hello Muddah” singer 

_____ Sherman
  50. Tip over
  51. Yields
  52. Unit of currency
  54. 1 million of something
  55. Dull pain
 56. Journey
 57. Snake-like fishes
 60. Palestinian movement

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1505

London, Nov. 30 (IANS): 
Archaeologists have dis-
covered evidence showing 
that Roman statesman and 
general Julius Caesar first 
invaded Britain in 54 BC.

The findings, led by re-
searchers from the Universi-
ty of Leicester, suggests that 
Caesar’s fleet first landed at 
Pegwell Bay on the Isle of  
Thanet, the north-east point 
of Kent in 54 BC.

The discovery of  a de-
fensive ditch and iron weap-
ons, including a Roman 
pilum (javelin), during an 
excavation ahead of a new 
road being built, led them to 
identify the location. 

The 4-5 metres wide and 
2 metres deep ditch at Ebbs-
fleet, a hamlet in Thanet, is 
very similar in shape to some 
of  the Roman defences in 
France, the researchers said. 

The site, which is cur-
rently a 900 metre inland, 
was 20 hectares in size at the 
time of Caesar’s invasion. It 
was also more closer to the 

coast, with the main purpose 
to protect the ships of Cae-
sar’s fleet that were drawn 
up on to the nearby beach.

“The presence of cliffs, 
the existence of a large open 
bay, and the presence of  
higher ground nearby, are 
consistent with the 54 BC 
landing having been in Peg-
well Bay,” said Andrew Fit-
zpatrick, Research Associate 
at the varsity.

The 800 ships, even if  
they landed in waves, would 
still have needed a landing 
front 1-2 km wide,” Fitz-
patrick added.

“Almost 100 years after 
Caesar, in AD 43 the em-
peror Claudius invaded Brit-
ain. This was the beginning 
of  the permanent Roman 
occupation of Britain, which 
included Wales and some 
of Scotland, and lasted for 
almost 400 years, suggesting 
that Claudius later exploited 
Caesar’s legacy,” explained 
Colin Haselgrove, from the 
varsity.

Washington, Nov. 30 
(IANS): A NASA-led team 
of scientists has determined 
that WASP-18b, a “hot Jupi-
ter” located 325 light-years 
from Earth, has a smoth-
ering stratosphere that is 
loaded with carbon monox-
ide, or CO, but has no signs 
of water.

“The composition of  
WASP-18b defies all expec-
tations,” said Kyle Sheppard 
of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. The findings, 
published in the Astrophysi-
cal Journal Letters, come 
from a new analysis of  
observations made by the 
Hubble and Spitzer space 
telescopes.

The formation of a strat-
osphere layer in a planet’s 
atmosphere is attributed to 
“sunscreen”-like molecules, 
which absorb ultra violet 
(UV) and visible radiation 

coming from the star and 
then release that energy as 
heat. 

The new study sug-
gests that the “hot Jupiter” 
WASP-18b, a massive planet 
that orbits very close to its 
host star, has an unusual 
composition, and the for-
mation of this world might 
have been quite different 
from that of Jupiter as well 
as gas giants in other plan-
etary systems. On Earth, 
ozone absorbs UV in the 
stratosphere, protecting our 
world from a lot of the Sun’s 
harmful radiation. 

For the handful of exo-
planets with stratospheres, 
the absorber is typically 
thought to be a molecule 
such as titanium oxide, a 
close relative of  titanium 
dioxide, used on Earth as a 
paint pigment and sunscreen 
ingredient.

The researchers looked 

at data collected for WASP-
18b as part of  a survey to 
find exoplanets with strato-
spheres. 

The heavyweight planet, 
which has the mass of  10 
Jupiters, has been observed 
repeatedly, allowing astrono-
mers to accumulate a rela-
tively large trove of data. 

The analysis revealed 
WASP-18b’s peculiar finger-
print, which does not resem-
ble any exoplanet examined 
so far. To determine which 
molecules were most likely 
to match it, the team car-
ried out extensive computer 
modeling.

“The only consistent 
explanation for the data is 
an overabundance of carbon 
monoxide and very little wa-
ter vapor in the atmosphere 
of  WASP-18b, in addition 
to the presence of a strato-
sphere,” said Nikku Madhu-
sudhan, a co-author of the 
study from the University of  
Cambridge. 

“This rare combination 
of factors opens a new win-
dow into our understanding 
of  physicochemical proc-
esses in exoplanetary at-
mospheres,” Madhusudhan 
said.

“Hot Jupiters” are gas 
giants like Jupiter but much 
hotter, with orbits that take 
them feverishly close to their 
stars.
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Milestone beckons 
dominant India 
against Sri Lanka

Nagaland racers triumph in Manipur

Cricket: Vijay Merchant trophy 
matches in Nagaland

Upper Bayavii Sixers, Peraciezie Royals win

Manipur minister hail Chanu

Mirabai Chanu wins gold medal 
in Weightlifting World Championship

Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu attempts a lift on her way to win the gold medal in women’s 48kg category at the World 
Weightlifting Championships on Thursday.

PTI

A stunt-show was conducted by Bajaj Auto Ltd., for its race-
bike brand KTM, during the trade expo at the Agri Expo Site 
in Dimapur. KTM fans can buy the range of KTM bikes from 
Walford KTM – Walford, Dimapur. 

New Delhi, Nov. 30 (Re-
uters): Sri Lanka appear to 
have neither the gameplan 
nor the resources to halt In-
dia’s seemingly inexorable 
march towards a record-
equalling ninth consecu-
tive series victory when the 
neighbours clash in the third 
and final test on Saturday.

Sri Lanka’s long-suf-
fering fans saw a sliver of  
hope when Dinesh Chan-
dimal and his men blanked 
Pakistan 2-0 in the United 
Arab Emirates in October 
before embarking on their 
bid to win a maiden test on 
Indian soil.

They managed to bowl 
out Virat Kohli’s men for 
172 in the first test in Kol-
kata but after letting a domi-
nant position slip on the 
final day, needed poor light 
to intervene to escape with 
a draw in that weather-hit 
contest at the Eden Gar-
dens.

At a dry Nagpur, a 
marauding India cruelly 
exposed Sri Lanka’s limita-
tions and went on to register 
their joint biggest victory 
with more than a day to 
spare.

India’s ruthless batsmen 
-- four of them helped them-
selves to centuries -- made 

hay while the sun shone as 
they toyed with a toothless 
Sri Lankan attack in a com-
plete mismatch

The hosts declared their 
first innings ‘batathon’ at 
610 for six and did not need 
a second go in the middle 
after the home bowlers duly 
ran through Sri Lanka twice 
in the innings and 239 runs 
triumph.

“Before we came here, 
we had a gameplan,” Chan-
dimal said after Sri Lanka’s 
worst defeat in test cricket in 
which they scored less than 
19 runs per wicket.

“We said to the guys, ‘if  
you get a start, you have to 
bat long’. But they scored 
only 50-60 runs and got out. 
It’s unfortunate but I‘m sure 
they will learn.”

India, who subjected 
Sri Lanka to a 9-0 home 
whitewash across all for-
mats earlier this year, are 
unlikely to take their foot off  
the accelerator in the final 
home test before they leave 
for South Africa.

As was the case in Kolk-
ata and Nagpur, the track at 
Delhi’s Ferozeshah Kotla is 
likely to sport a green tinge 
as captain Kohli wants the 
series to double up as prepa-
rations for a tougher assign-

ment away to the Proteas.
“We want to prepare for 

South Africa. That’s why 
we asked for pitches with 
help for the fast bowlers,” 
Kohli said after the Nagpur 
romp.

“There’s not enough 
time in between to prepare, 
so we have to use the time 
we have now for a big tour 
coming up.”

Kohli has killed two 
birds with one stone with 
his choice of surface, which 
has also diluted Sri Lanka’s 
most potent spin threat Ran-
gana Herath, who will miss 
the Delhi test with a back 
injury.

Kohli’s counterpart 
Chandimal, however, will 
be more alarmed by the 
lack of  application among 
his batsmen, as was evident 
on day four of the Nagpur 
test when seven of them got 
out in the morning session, 
most of them through poor 
shot selections.

India are heavy favou-
rites to win again but only 
need a draw to tie England 
and Australia for the record 
for most consecutive test se-
ries wins and Chandimal’s 
men would have to conjure 
up something extraordinary 
to deny the hosts.

New Delhi, Nov. 30 (PTI): 
Mirabai Chanu today became 
the first Indian in over two 
decades to claim a gold medal 
at the World Weightlifting 
Championship in Anaheim, 
USA, exorcising the ghosts of  
her forgettable outing at the Rio 
Olympics.

Chanu, who is employed 
with the Indian Railways, lifted 
85kg in snatch and 109kg in 
clean and jerk to total an im-
pressive 194kg in the women's 
48kg, in the process setting a 
new national record.

Seeing the tricolour from 
the podium, tears of joy rolled 
down her cheeks, as Chanu 
picked up a rare honour for an 
Indian at the marquee event.

Olympic bronze medallist 
Karnam Malleshwari had won 
the top prize in worlds twice - 
in 1994 and 1995.

Chanu's outing in Anaheim 
was very different from the way 
things panned out in Rio last 
year when she put up a disap-
pointing performance as she 
could not get an overall total 
in women's 48kg after failing 
to lift the weight in any of her 
three attempts in clean & jerk 
section.

In a field of 12 lifters at the 
Rio Games, she was one of  
two lifters who did not finish 
(DNF) her event.

Thailand's Sukcharoen 
Thunya won the silver medal 
with a total lift of  193, while 
Segura Ana Iris bagged the 
brozne with 182kg.

Some of  the world's top 
weightlifting nations such as 
Russia, China, Kazakhstan, 
Ukraine and Azerbaijan could 
not take part in the competition 
due to issues related to doping.

D i m a p u r,  N o v.  3 0  ( E M N ) : 
Representatives from Nagaland emerged 
victorious in three categories at a racing 
event stated to be the ‘first ever autocross 
event to be held in Manipur’ which ended 
on Nov. 29. A press release on Thursday 
informed that the event was held at mini 
stadium, Senapati. 

The representatives from Nagaland 
included members  of  Nagaland 
Adventure Club (NAC), Dimapur 
Motorsports Club (DMSC) and Street 
King Club. this is how the racers from 

Nagaland fared: 
1000cc and below:
Champion : Bento Swu (DMSC)
1st Runner-up :Mayang Sangtam (DMSC)
2nd Runner-up :Nitoka Chophy (DMSC)
Above 1000cc:
Champion : Bento Swu (DMSC)
1st Runners up : Tomito Shohe (Street King club)
2ndRunners up : Nitoka Chophy (DMSC)
SUV category 
Champion : Dennis Assumi (DMSC)
1st Runners up : Phutolu Achumi (DMSC)
2nd Runners up : Hutton Zhimomi (DMSC)

Dimapur, Nov. 30 (EMN): Nagaland 
is set to host at least four matches of  
National Vijay Merchant Under-16 
Three-Day Trophy at Nagaland Cricket 
Stadium, Dimapur starting Dec.1. 

This was informed through a press 
release from the Nagaland Cricket 
Association on Thursday. “The top two 
teams from this Northeast and Bihar zone 
will qualify for the All India U-16 Vijay 

Merchant Super league,” it informed.

Fixture for Nagaland
Nagaland vs Manipur  --December 1 to 3 
Nagaland Vs Sikkim –December 7 to 9 
Nagaland vs Bihar—December 13 to 15
Nagaland Vs Arunachal Pradesh
— December 19 to 21 
Nagaland vs Meghalaya
—December 25 to 27 at Shillong

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 30 (EMN): Upper Bayavii 
Sixers beat Lower Bayavii Giants by one 
wicket in Group A match of the ongoing 
5th edition of 10th Northern Angami-1 
T20 Bash played here at KVC ground, 
Ziekezou, Kohima village on Thursday.

Sixers elected to bowl and restricted 
Giants to a total of 136 runs in 20 overs. 
Hiketo (31 not out) and Tapitu (28) were 
the highest scorers for Giants, while 
Depepe took 3 wickets in 4 overs for the 
Sixers. 

In reply, Sixers managed to reach the 
target in 15.1 overs scoring 139/9. Kamal 
(39) and Vikato (33) helped the team 
to reach the target, while Thungchamo 
claimed 3 wickets in 4 overs for the 
Giants. Vikhatho was adjudged man of  
the match. 

Despite the defeat in their last league 
match, Lower Bayavii Giants book their 

quarterfinals berth with two wins and 
a defeat in Group A. In the first match, 
Peraciezie Royals defeated Themezie 
Perizie Titans by 18 runs.

Winning the toss, Titans elected to 
bowl but gave away 193/6 in 20 overs. 
Nzanthung (51) and Romokhon (51) 
added 102 runs for Royals, while Sunil 
took 2 wickets for the Titans.

Chasing a mammoth 194, Titans 
were all bowled out for 175 runs in 20 
overs. Half-centuries from Sunil (56) and 
Toluto (56) were not enough to lift the 
team to victory as they fell short by 18 
runs. Renchio took 2 wickets for Royals. 
Sunil of Titans was adjudged man of the 
match.

FRIDAY MATCH
Kenuozou Wolves vs Lower L Khel Vikings 

@ 9 am
Middle Bayavii Lions vs North Block 

Warriors @ 12:30 pm

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 30 (EMN): Manipur’s Information and 
Public Relation Minister Thongam Biswajit Singh has 
congratulated star weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai Chanu 
after she bagged gold at the 2017 World Weightlifting 
Championships in Anaheim, USA on Thursday.

In his congratulatory message, the Minister Biswajit, 
who is also the Manipur government spokesperson, said 
the feat is all the more impressive as Chanu’s win has 
ended a medal drought of more than two decades for 
India at the world championship. Before her, Karnam 
Malleswari won the world title in the 54 kg division in 
1994 and 1995. He said Chanu has brought laurels for 
the State and the Country, and that her gold has only 
reaffirmed Manipur’s place in the sporting world. He 
further wished her all success in her future endeavours.

Mirabai Chanu lifted 85 kg in Snatch and 109kg in 
Clean and Jerk for a total of 194kg to lift the gold in the 
48 kg competition.
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