
TR Zeliang speaking at the ‘colloquium’ on clean election at the 
Platinum Hall of the NBCC in Kohima on Nov. 29.

Chancellor TN Mannen and High Commissioner of the Republic of Seychelles Ambassador to India 
Philippe Le Gall signing an agreement between TGOUN and the Seychelles Tourism Academy on Wed. 
during the 11th annual foundation day of the university.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Don't pledge for clean 

election okay or else people 
will think that you've 

been indulging in unclean 
election the whole time.

Never believe that a few 
caring people can't change 

the world. For, indeed, 
that's all who ever have. 

~Margaret Mead
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°
Agartala 27° 13°
Gangtok 17° 05°
Guwahati 26° 12°
Imphal 24° 08°

Itanagar 23° 10°
Shillong 18° 05°
Delhi 27° 10°
Kolkata 27° 14°
Chennai 29° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17.4° 8.4°
DIMAPUR 24.2° 15.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 71%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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State govt. signs pledge 
to support clean elections 

Hornbill Festival preparations full on 

At 15, this girl plans to 
harvest energy from rainwater

Global Open University Nagaland signs 
MoU with the Seychelles Tourism Academy

NPF (Rio) asserts ECI needs 
only numbers that matter

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Rahul Bose awarded Cond Nast’s 
Readers’ Travel Award | P10

In historic mass, Pope 
urges Myanmar minorities 

to resist ‘revenge’ | P9

Streaking Cavs survive 
James’ first career 
ejection  |  P11

'Only affidavits from CEC and legislature wing required'

First by the academy with a university in India 

this deeply rooted malaise, 
yet, a tangible solution to 
effectively combat this evil 
have not been found and 
we continue to suffer its ill-
effects unabated,” Zeliang 
said.

“When we closely look 
into the issue of  electoral 
malpractices, it truly is an 
issue of  colossal magni-
tude confronting each and 
every one of  us. It, there-
fore, calls for pooling-in 
our collective wisdom to 
tackle this menace once 
and for all. Towards this 
end, I can assure you that 
my government is prepared 
to leave no stones unturned 
in seeing that measures re-
quired are taken to ensure 
clean elections,” the CM 
said. He has sought sup-
port and cooperation from 
the NBCC and the Civil 
Society including students 
and youth organisations in 
tackling the issue.

While appealing the 
NBCC and churches to 
be active partners, Zeliang 
suggested also the need for 
involvement of  the church-
es in checking ‘distribution 
of  cash’ by candidates/ 
agents beyond the Election 
Commission’s prescribed 
limits; assist and partici-
pate in social policing and 
enforcement of  the prohi-
bition act including sub-
stance abuse by voters dur-
ing elections.

“There also should 
be restriction on church 
workers from participating 

in any election related ac-
tivity/ gatherings includ-
ing dedicatory prayer serv-
ices. In our common fight 
against electoral malprac-
tices, we may not be able 
to bring about changes 
overnight; yet, our strug-
gle should be relentless 
and unwavering,” Zeliang 
remarked.

The NBCC’s General 
Secretary Zelhou Keyho 
regretted that selfishness 
and greed had taken over 
the good and of  common 
sense, and respect and 
honour ‘we once possessed 
as our traits.’

Keyho said: “Naga-
land has become a land of  
happenings. We seem to 
be covering up issues and 
problems that are happen-
ing daily without solving or 
finding our way out. This 
has doubled our burden 
leading people to become 
sceptical of  the things we 
do. We talk of  back door 
appointments, but com-
ing to power through our 
election system has be-
come the front door of  all 
frustrations, disappoint-
ments and evils. But we 
can change and we must 
muster the will to change 
if  not for our own sake for 
the sake of  our younger 
generations. If  we don’t, 
we will all perish like fools 
and people will trample on 
us.” 

 “We have taught our 
people that birthright can 
be bought and now ram-

pant selling of  birthrights 
has become very common. 
There is no sense of  fear 
or guilt for the buyers and 
the sellers as well. Every-
one with a sense of  reason, 
ethics and emotion knows 
that something is not right 
in our context when it 
comes to electioneering 
process. However, we are 
finding it hard to come out 
of  it. Where have we gone 
wrong and who has taught 
us that dead people can 
vote?” 

For those who are at the 
helm of  power, he urged 
them to take responsibil-
ity to set the system right. 
“We must learn to listen 
not only with our ears, but 
also with our intellect, our 
heart and our eyes. We 
must not think that peo-
ple are complaining un-
necessarily and take them 
lightly. They are speaking 
their mind because the sys-
tem has failed them. We 
have broken our promises, 
we have forgotten them.” 
He added that the Clean 
Election Campaign was an 
uphill battle but a ‘worthy 
fight’ nonetheless. Also, he 
observed that the people 
have become negative and 
sceptical not because they 
were born to be that way 
but because they had seen 
enough.

To the legislators he 
said: “We are rationale be-
ings and if  we do not use 
our reasoning power to 
bring change, what value 
is there to call ourselves as 
a Christian majority state. 
Can’t we become an advo-
cate of  what is right rather 
than trying to continue to 
do what is wrong by any 
means? It is in your hand 
to spin the wheel to posi-
tivity by speaking the truth 
doing what is right and 
loving justice. Until we do 
that the negative spin will 
continue.” 

Keyho made it clear 
that the church was not 
playing politics by trying to 
usher in free and fair elec-
tions in a system that has 
gone weary, not that it was 
against any political party.

“As Christian candi-
dates, guard your faith, 
do not sell your political 
will to political parties that 
seek to destroy your faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
Rev. Keyho said.

Kohima, Nov. 29 (EMN):  
With just two days to go and 
hectic preparations on for this 
year's edition of  the Horn-
bill Festival Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang on Wednesday 
visited the Naga Heritage vil-
lage Kisama to inspect the 
progress of  work at the ven-
ue. He was accompanied by 
his assembly colleagues and 
government officials.

The ten-day event will 
be inaugurated by President 
Ram Nath Kovind as the 
chief  guest. He will arrive in 
Kohima on Nov. 30, accord-
ing to a press release from the 
chief  minister's office. 

It added that the rehearsal 
by various cultural troupes 
was conducted at the main 
venue in the presence of  the 
chief  minister. 
Live webcast

The department of  Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
has announced live webcast-
ing the inaugural and closing 
functions of  the Hornbill Fes-
tival.

The webcast will be avail-
able at the department's of-
ficial website www.iprnaga-
land.gov.in . It informed that 
the webcast will be streamed 
with the support of  Reliance 
Jio Infocom Limited.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 29(EMN): 
The government of  Naga-
land and the church rep-
resented by the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) and the Nagaland 
Joint Christian Forum 
(NJCF) have taken a pledge 
to support and abide by the 
Clean Election Campaign 
(CEC) being spearheaded 
by the churches in Naga-
land.

The development 
comes after perceived dis-
cernment that the mal-
practices surrounding the 
conduct of  elections in 
Nagaland were the major 
cause of  most of  the prob-
lems faced by the Naga 
society.

A commitment toward 
said venture was taken on 
Nov. 29 at the Platinum 
Hall, NBCC office, in 
Kohima during a ‘collo-
quium’ on clean elections 
organised by the NBCC 
for the church and Naga-
land legislators.

The statement was 
signed by Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang on behalf  of  
the Nagaland govt.; NBCC 
general secretary Rev. Dr. 
Zelhou Keyho and NJCF 
vice president Rev. Dr. N 
Paphino signed on behalf  
of  the churches.

The govt. and the 
church have pledged also 
to lead and take the re-
sponsibility of  ‘putting in 
place fair and honest elec-
toral practices.’

“The legislators, 
churches and citizens af-
firm that all of  us have an 
investment in the future 
of  the State of  Nagaland 
and that our shared future 
must flourish without any 
obstacles,” read the state-
ment which stated that the 
commitment was done in 
the spirit of  true Christian 
repentance.

Zeliang thanked the 
NBCC for organising the 
joint meeting of  Nagaland 
Legislators and NBCC 
leaders. He welcomed 
the bold step taken by the 
churches toward checking 
corrupt practices in the 
electoral system.

“I am in full agree-
ment with NBCC that all 
is not well with the existing 
electioneering system. It is 
true that efforts have been 
made in the past to address 

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): The 
NPF party led by Neiphiu Rio has 
on Wednesday claimed that a latest 
directive from the Election Commis-
sion of  India has vindicated their 
majority group status and has ren-
dered the show of  numbers of  the 
rival group, led by Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, in the recent general con-
ventions as a 'futile exercise.'

The claim from the party comes 
in the backdrop of  a directive from 
the ECI that have been issued to Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu with instruc-
tions to file his replies to the applica-
tion by Neiphiu Rio on Nov. 7. 

A copy of  the ECI letter is in 
possession of  Eastern Mirror. It states 
that if  any individual affidavits  are 
to be filed, it has to be of  only the 
apex-level representative bodies of  
the party. 

"If  individual affidavits of  sup-
port are being filed, the same should 
be confined to members of  the apex 
level representative body of  the party 
(i.e Central Executive Council), and 
the legislature wing (members of  
Parliament and state legislative as-

semblies) of  the party," the directive 
from the ECI stated.

The group led by Rio through its 
Press and Information Cell conclud-
ed that it as a clear recognition by the 
ECI of  a split with two factions exist-
ing within the party with confidence 
that the issue will be resolved soon 
in their favour as they command the 
majority having 'maximum number 
of  CEC and MLAs'. 

"The direction of  ECI to our ri-
val group to file only the affidavits 
of  the members of  central execu-
tive council (CEC) and the members 
of  legislature wing (MP&MLA) is 
a clear vindication of  the stand we 
had maintained from day one. In 
electoral politics nothing but major-
ity prevails. As evidently expressed 
by the chief  election commissioner 
on 28th Nov at hotel Japfü, they 
will follow the legal procedure and 
precedence’s[sic]. 

We welcome this statement and it 
has cemented our continuous stand 
that  in the  matter of  party symbol 
dispute, the only criteria  to deter-
mine the case is who commands  the 

majority of  the legislature wing  and 
the party top executives. Moreover, 
the recognition expressed by the ECI 
that there are two factions in the 
NPF is legitimate   and such recog-
nition makes the Indian democracy 
stronger," stated the press release. 

It further attacked its rival group 
stating that the ECI in the letter that 
addressed Liezietsu without the pre-
fix of  president is a 'slap on the origi-
nal and tall claims' of  the 'splinter 
group.'

It claimed that the writing on the 
wall is big enough for all to see and 
the 'conjecture is obvious'  and that 
the direction to the rival group to 
submit their reply to the 'enclosures 
of  20thSeptember general conven-
tion'  has cleared the air dismissing 
the 'misinformation campaign of  
our splinter group'. 

"The smear campaign carried 
out by our rival group against us by 
labelling our General convention as 
illegal, unconstitutional etc, stands 
dismissed and we hope that our rival 
group will do the needful as per the 
direction of  ECI," it added.

it is taught that we do not 
own the nature but we 
belong to nature and this 
why I enjoy the fact that 
the state of  Nagaland is 
a green state”, conveyed 
the High Commissioner 
Le Gall.  

‘TGOUN is acting big 
and global and therefore 
I encourage the Univer-
sity to continue with its 
efforts in the right direc-
tion’ he communicated. 

Mannen asserted 
in his message that the 
university will be an in-
stitution which not only 
caters to conventional 
education but that mod-
ern needs will be given 
due importance ‘even 
though the university’s  
infrastructure at the mo-
ment is not up to the 
mark with construction 
still taking place.’    

A book was released 
during the event by Com-
missioner Le Gall.  The 
book is “Eastern Hima-
layan Domestic Archi-
tecture: With special 
reference to the north-
east India,” edited by 
TGOUN Vice Chancel-
lor Dr. HN Dutta and Di-
rector-Registrar Dr. Imo-
temsu Ao, and published 
by Heritage Publication 
House at Dimapur. 

Hyderabad, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
When you can make energy 
from wind, why not from rain-
water? This question from her 
father inspired their 15-year-old 
girl from Azerbaijan to set up a 
company to do exactly that.

Reyhan Camalova is the 
youngest female entrepreneur 
attending the 8th Global En-
trepreneurship Summit (GES) 
here with the theme "Women 
first, Prosperity for all".

The Class 9 student was 
one of  the three entrepreneurs 
referred to by US President 
Donald Trump's daughter and 
advisor Ivanka Trump in her 
speech at the inaugural ses-
sion.

"Reyhan is 15 years old. 
But that hasn't stopped her 
from founding a company that 
harvests energy from rainwa-
ter," Ivanka said

"Reyhan has a powerful 
motto - Light up one house 
at a time. Reyhan, each home 
you light up is illuminating the 
world. We are all inspired by 
your brilliance and hard work," 
she added.

Reyhan is attending the 
GES for the first time and is 
trying to find investors for her 
start-up Rainergy. 

"I am looking for investment 
for making energy device," the 
teenaged CEO and Founder 
of  Rainergy told IANS on the 
sidelines of  the summit.

The girl, who hails from 

a middle class family, needs 
$20,000 to set up a manufac-
turing unit and to reach the 
global market. 

Keen to have a partner in 
her start-up and enter the Indi-
an market, she got an opportu-
nity to participate in the pitch 
competition.

Coming from Quba region 
of  Azerbaijan, she likes chem-
istry, physics and mathematics 
among other subjects at school. 
Some of  her school mates and 
physicists have joined hands to 
work on the project.

"Rainwater has huge po-
tential if  utilized properly," 
said the girl, who has designed 
a smart generator to harvest 
energy from the rain.

"The initial prototype of  
Rainergy produces 22W of  
power and lightens up to 22 
LED lamps. While piezoelec-
tric rain generators produce 
only 25 microwatt of  power, 
our model is much more effi-
cient in comparison with simi-
lar systems," she added

It also stores energy in the 
accumulator so that it can be 
used even there is no rain at 
all.

Reyhan claims that rain 
energy reduces the amount 
of  CO2 emissions to 10 g per 
KW/hour during the produc-
tion of  the electricity. "This 
amount is very low compared 
to the other current alternative 
energy solutions," she added.

“I am sure the students’ 
of  TGOUN will be in 
high demand among our 
five star hotels and I do 
hope many among you 
will have a chance to 
discover my country” he 
conveyed.

‘MOU is a legal 
framework of  coopera-
tion, it is just a first step 
which means-the two 
sides agree to cooperate 
in a given field. The next 
step will be the visit by a 
delegation of  TGOUN 
to Seychelles which will 
be received by Seychelles 

Tourism Academy 
where they will deliber-
ate on the technicalities’ 
detailed Le Gall. 

Conveying his special 
encouragement to the ho-
tel management and the 
fashion sector students’, 
the High Commissioner 
asserted tourism to be 
the fastest growing sec-
tor of  economic sector 
which he said is of  par-
ticular importance in 
Seychelles.  

Giving a brief  ac-
count of  Seychelles, Le 
Gall described that Sey-

chelles is known for be-
ing a top world tourist 
destination with around 
300-350,000 tourists 
each year with focus on 
quality tourism and con-
servation and protection 
of  the environment. 

“In Seychelles we 
cannot build house 
higher than a coconut 
tree and we cannot cut 
trees in our garden, burn 
leaves or braches without 
a permit. You will never 
see a bird in a cage or fish 
in aquarium. From the 
early educational process 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 29: In a 
‘significant move’ and a 
‘red letter day’—in the 
words of  The Global 
Open University of  Na-
galand (TGOUN) Chan-
cellor TN Mannen—a 
memorandum of  under-
standing has been signed 
between the university 
and the Seychelles Tour-
ism Academy. It was 
signed on Wednesday 
Nov. 29 during the 11th 
annual foundation day 
of  the former, informa-
tion on Wednesday say. 

The agreement was 
signed by Mannen and 
the High Commissioner 
of  the Republic of  Sey-
chelles Ambassador to 
India Philippe Le Gall at 
the university’s campus 
at Sodzulhou village in 
Dimapur.

“It is the first MoU 
that Seychelles Tourism 
Academy is signing a 
MoU with a University 
in India and when this 
initiative was taken some 
years ago it was both a 
timely and most useful 
initiative” said the High 
Commissioner Le Gall. 
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C Apok Jamir releasing the Kohima Law College annual magazine at State Academy Hall in Kohima.

Students presenting an item during the annual-cum-graduation day on Wednesday.

Yanger Aier along with NBBFA members and other body builders during the foundation day at centre for Community Transformation, 
Bethesda on Wednesday.

DC Wokha Mamazir Jeelani addressing at the inauguration of the first ATM boot in Wokha on Wednesday.

NSACS to organise walkathon on 
World AIDS Day
To commemorate the upcoming World AIDS Day on 
Dec. 1, Nagaland State AIDS Control Society (NSACS) 
will be organising a walkathon under the theme 
‘Right to Health: My Health, My Right’. The state-
level event will be flagged off by Commissioner & 
Secretary (H&FW) R Ramakrishnan at 6 a.m. from 
Old MLA Hostel junction, and will culminate at High 
School junction, Peraciezie, Kohima. NSACS invited all 
NGO partners, stakeholders and concerned citizens 
to join hands and participate in the event to raise 
awareness about the issue HIV & AIDS in the state and 
as a gesture of showing solidarity, care and support to 
People Living with HIV.

World Disability Day to be 
observed in Kohima
The department of Social Welfare in collaboration 
with Nagaland Parents Association for the Disabled 
(NAPAD) will be observing World Disability Day or 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities at 
Highland Park, below IG Stadium, Kohima on Dec. 3 
under the theme “Transformation towards sustainable 
and resilient society for all”. Parliamentary Secretary 
for Social Welfare Merentoshi R Jamir will grace the 
occasion as the chief guest. Director Social Welfare T 
Merangtsungba Aier will deliver welcome address.

RD block Chumukedima to  
host pre Christmas 
The BDO RD block Chumukedima will be hosting 
the pre Christmas cum annual picnic on Dec. 1 at 
Shalom Resort, Gaili village Peren district. All staff 
under RD block Chumukedima i.e. MGNREGA, NRLM, 
establishment staff and all VDB secretaries under 
RD block Chumukedima to gather at BDO Office by 
9 a.m.

DDBSFPU meeting call 
Dimapur District BSF Pensioners Union (DDBSFPU) has 
convened an emergency meeting on Dec. 2, 10 a.m. at 
RTO BSF, Half Nagarjan, Dimapur. All ranks and files of 
BSF pensioners under Dimapur district are requested 
to attend the meeting compulsorily.

IGNOU term-end exam from Dec. 1
The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
Regional Director, T Iralu has informed that the 
December term-end examination will commence from 
Dec. 1 and conclude on Dec. 23.

NEWS IN BRIEF

aim and stand for what is 
right and fight for a better 
tomorrow.” 

The chief  guest also 
released the college annual 
magazine.

Principal of  the col-
lege, Visevonuo Pienyu, 
encouraged and exhorted 
the outgoing students and 
also highlighted the suc-
cess and laurels that the 
college had produced. 

Speaking on behalf  of  
the graduating students, 
Aleno Sale expressed grati-
tude and appreciation to 
the college and the fac-
ulty. 

Pres ident  KLCSU, 
Sepikyu J Sangtam also 
addressed to the graduat-
ing students. 

The programme was 
organised by the Kohima 
Law College Students’ 
Union supervised by Asst. 
Professor Kezhokoto Savi 
who is the student’s wel-
fare in-charge.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): The 
Eastern Nagaland College Students’ 
Union (ENCSU) in a press statement 
issued by the its president, M Longre 
Chang and general secretary, Wangnei 
C Jessuhu, stated that they are not in a 
position to acknowledge the ‘piteous’ 
press statement issued on Nov. 29 by 
the director of  Higher Education. 

“The ENCSU is surprised to see 
the press statement from the depart-
ment clarifying and justifying their 
stand at this hour when the depart-
ment itself  is under investigation by 
the SIT constituted by the state high-
est decision making bench (Cabinet) 
to probe against the “misuse of  schol-
arship”, the release stated.

The ENCSU said that the union 
can confidently conclude that the 
statement is directly against the deci-
sion of  the Cabinet and an attempt 
to prejudice the SIT investigation 
process. 

“The union is also appalled by 
the statement of  the Director as to 
how she could make callous state-
ment like “the suspicion of  misuse of  
the money should be removed from 
your mind” when the Cabinet in its 
meeting had admitted in black and 
white about the misuse of  scholarship 
2016-17 and subsequently constituted 
the SIT to probe into the matter,” the 
release stated. 

The ENCSU said the department 
should refrain from justifying and un-
convincing statement time and again 
but to wait patiently for the SIT report 
till the final judgement arrived.

It also stated that the department 
is also not only accountable to the 
Ministry of  Tribal Affairs but also 
to the thousands of  innocent Naga 
students. 

The ENCSU also wondered as 
to what made the department to un-
necessarily drag the Eastern Naga 

Students’ Federation (ENSF) for not 
attending the joint meeting called by 
the Nagaland University Students’ 
Union (NUSU) on Nov. 27, when it 
has not invited ENSF and ENCSU 
officially but through sudden phone 
calls only. 

The ENCSU also said it is not the 
obligation of  the federation to attend 
such meetings and informed that the 
ENCSU had intentionally refrained 
from the said meeting respecting the 
SIT constituted by the Cabinet. 

“The ENCSU anticipates the 
representative(s) from the Cabinet at 
i.e. 30-11-2017 meeting convened by 
the Secretary, Higher Education since 
the meeting is a directive from the 
Chief  Minister,” the releases stated.

The ENCSU also warned the 
government and the department that 
the union will resume their temporar-
ily suspended agitation, if  they fail to 
respond positively on Nov. 30.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
The Cradle 2 Crayons Pre-
School held its 2nd annual 
day celebration cum on 
Wednesday at Red Cross 
conference hall, Officers’ 
Hill, Kohima, with Youth 
Pastor of  Faith Harvest 
Church, Akumtila Kikon 
as the main speaker.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the speaker said 
every moment of  our live 
is a blessing from Almighty 
God, so one should make 
the best use of  it. She ad-
vised the graduating stu-

dents to keep in mind that 
they are special in their 
own way and remember 
that God loves them and 
will never leave them wher-
ever they go. She also chal-
lenged them to dream big 
in their life.

To parents of  the stu-
dents, she said every parent 
has power and responsibili-
ties to shape the destiny of  
their children, therefore, 
she urged them to make 
the best use of  their forma-
tive years. Children have a 
sense of  spontaneous curi-

osity so they must be taught 
how to think not what to 
think, she said. 

She also said that pre-
school is often referred to 
as the questioning stage 
as such learning for them 
should be fun. She advised 
the parents to devote qual-
ity time for their children. 
“Our role on our children 
can never be replaced nei-
ther by TV nor phones,” 
she added. 

Seyiekhrielhou Kuotsu 
and Dr. Ekonthung Dan-
nise Mozhui spoke on be-

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): The 
first foundation day of  Nagaland 
Body Building & Fitness Asso-
ciation (NBBFA) was observed on 
Nov. 29 at Centre for Community 
Transformation, Bethesda.

Director of  John Mission, 
Yanger Aier, who was the speaker 
for the event, shared about his 
interest in maintaining a good 
physique from his earlier days.

Citing the motto of  the NBB-

FA, “Rethink, rebuild and reveal,” 
he urged upon the association to 
lay a strong foundation among 
both young and older generation 
by encouraging them how impor-
tant it is to build and maintain a 
good health. He also requested 
the organisation to mobilize and 
sensitise even individuals from 
other parts of  the state and not 
to confine it within Kohima and 
Dimapur.

He also expressed his strong 
conviction that through NBBFA, 
all the gym owners in the state 
will have a platform to address the 
need of  a good physique among 
the younger generation.

Addressing the young body 
builders who were present at the 
foundation day, Aier also encour-
aged them to be disciplined and 
consistent as this are the two 
important goals towards a body 

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): Advisor Treasury and Accounts, 
LM and CP, Dr. TM Lotha inaugurated the MARFOFED 
marketing complex at Longkhim town on Wednesday.

Speaking at the function, the advisor lauded the con-
cerned department for completing the shopping complex 
in time. Maintaining that economic upliftment will be the 
biggest benefit from the complex, he urged the gathering to 
utilize the complex to the fullest. Dignity of Labour must 
usher in our society for self sufficiency and economic growth, 
he said. 

Encouraging the gathering to be aware of the various 
government schemes available for various skill developments, 
the advisor said the present Government at the centre has 
been concentrating on skilling youths of the country.

The programme was chaired by ADC, Longkhim, 
Kikumsungla Jamir. ES, USBLA, Rev. Lima said the in-
vocation prayer while managing director, MARCOFED, 
T Vikuto Zhimo delivered keynote address. Minister for 
Co-operation, Relief & Rehabilitation and chairman, MAR-
COFED, Imtilemba Sangtam; registrar of  Co-operative 
Societies, Wepe Ritse; president of USLP and USSC also 
delivered short speeches.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): MP Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio is 
grieved and saddened by the demise of Tajennaro, mother 
in law of  Lipok Pongen vice president of  NPF central. 
She was 82 and hailed from Chungliyimsen village under 
Mokokchung District, wife of Puna Jamir from Longkhum 
village. She left behind three children, eight grand children 
and three great grand children. 

In a condolence message, Rio said Tajennaro was a 
humble God fearing home maker, an honest human being, 
a dedicated mother and a respected mother in the society.

On behalf  of the NPF Central fraternity, rank and file, 
Rio extended deepest condolences to the grief-stricken 
family and prayed that the Almighty God grant strength to 
overcome this difficult time. He also offered prayer for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
The Liangmai Baptist As-
sociation Women depart-
ment under LBA will be 
holding the 33rd annual 
session from Dec. 1 to 3 
under the theme “Perfect 
living women” at Baptist 
Church, Nchangram vil-
lage. 

Head Master BHS, Ten-
ing, Kenkhambo; youth 
pastor Dimapur, Kawi; 
pastor and president LBA, 
N Silubo, and executive 
secretary LBA, Rev. Kitan-
wi will be the resource per-

sons of  the annual session. 
District Welfare officer, 
Kohima, Bino Newmai 
share on management and 
child care.

The organizing com-
mittee has requested all 
the churches under LBA 
to be a part of  the session. 
Talent contest competition, 
quartet competition will be 
the highlight of  the session. 
All affiliated churches have 
been requested to come 
with one special item for 
presentation at the pro-
gramme.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Taxi As-
sociation (ANTA) Hq., Ko-
hima president Vibasetuo 
Solo has informed all taxi 
drivers and owners (local 
& zonal) under, ANTA 
Hq., Kohima that new un-
registered taxis are ordered 
not to ply anymore without 
complete registration. 

Taxis which are more 
than eight months old with-
out registration are also 
requested to haste their 
permits or repaint their taxi 
into private colour rather 
than taxi colour.

The ANTA also in-

formed all Kohima regis-
tered taxis (NL01T-) to be 
ready for a general verifi-
cation drive for registra-
tion and permit records 
after the Hornbill Festival 
(date and place to be in-
formed). All the concerned 
have been requested to be 
ready with original per-
mits, recent/latest owner’s 
details, ANTA ID cards, 
and driving license.

The ANTA also no-
tified that this order is 
for strict compliance and 
defaulters are warned of  
penalty and permit cancel-
lation.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
has expressed grief  and pain at the demise of  Brigadier 
(Retd.) Kalyan Kumar Roy Choudhury, director of  Sainik 
Welfare and Resettlement, Nagaland who passed away at 
Naga Hospital, Kohima on Tuesday.

In a message addressed to his wife Nibedita Roy 
Choudhury and family, Zeliang said late Choudhury 
had an impeccable record of  service and was a man of  
extensive administrative experience, maturity and flu-
ency with languages. With 36 years of  experience in the 
elite Indian Army and having attended programmes in 
Washington DC, Singapore and China, he contributed 
immensely towards the positive growth of  Sainik Welfare 
and Resettlement in the state which will ever be cherished, 
the message stated.

While expressing great loss in his demise, Zeliang 
extended condolences to the bereaved family and offered 
prayer for the departed soul to rest in eternal peace.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha Manazir Jeelani, 
on Wednesday inaugurated 
the first Nagaland State 
Cooperative Bank (NStCB) 
ATM booth in Wokha.

Speaking during the in-
augural function, Jeelani 
said NStCB’s first ATM 
booth in the district is a 
great landmark and achieve-
ment, and expressed hope 
that more of  such will be 
installed in coming days. 

Highlighting on the 
importance of  banking 

correspondence, he urged 
the NStCB staff  to utilize 
banking correspondence 
effectively, so that they can 
reach out to the rural popu-
lace. He also added that 
NStCB is an indigenous 
bank in Nagaland which 
is the second largest bank 
next to SBI in Nagaland, 
so the responsibility of  
the bank is to go towards 
peoples for effective func-
tioning.

Addressing on the im-
portance of  loan recovery, 
Jeelani also opined that gen-

uine customers should be 
identified while giving loans 
and avoid non performing 
groups/institutions so that 
loans are recovered on time 
and it should be seriously 
looked into. He further ap-
pealed to the NStCB staff  to 
focus more on co-corporate 
social activitiesfor the ben-
efit of  the customers.

General Manager (AC-
CTTS/MIS/BO) NStCB, 
AK Deb presented delivered 
keynote address while vote 
of thanks was proposed by 
ABM Obed Lorin.

the courage to do what is 
right and stand for justice, 
he said. 

Encouraging the stu-

dents, Jamir said “there 
will be hurdles and obsta-
cles but one must not be 
afraid to confront them. 

Take every obstacle that 
comes your way, and they 
will strengthen you. Be 
courageous, have a clear 

DC Dmr. informs 
landowners Fitness association observes foundation day
Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner, Di-
mapur Kesonyu Yhome has 
informed all the landowners 
and beneficiaries affected 
due to new BG railway un-
der Dimapur district, that the 
left out affected landowners 
of the Phase- II compensa-
tion for the land, building 
and other items shall be paid 
in DC office on Dec. 15 from 
10 a.m. under the following 
villages:- Chumukedima, 
New Chumukedima, Mol-
vom, New Sochunoma, 
Zuikhu, Moava, and NIT at 
Chumukedima.

Chairman or head GB 
and members of  the con-
cerned village councils have 
been asked to be present 
in person for identification 
of  landowners and benefi-
ciaries during disbursal of  
cheques of  their respective 
villages, failing which, pay-
ment shall be withheld.  All 
concerned are also directed 
to come in person along 
with identity proof, bank 
passbook, passport photo (5 
copies) etc. Payment, to any 
other representative other 
than the concerned person 
shall not be entertained.

half  of  parents. Both of  
them expressed their hearti-
est greetings and happiness 
to director and teachers 
of  the school for taking 
care of  their children and 
giving love and affection 
in their absence. Kuotsu 
described the day as a day 
of  both happiness and sad-
ness as the students would 
be leaving the school after 
finishing their pre-school. 
However, he said that the 
school would always be a 
part of  their families even 
in the days to come.

Director of  the school 
Nchumbeni Ngullie wished 
all the graduating students 
a success in their endeav-
our. She also thanked the 
speaker, parents, and teach-
ers for gracing the pro-
gramme.

Highlights of  the pro-
gramme included enter-
tainment items such as 
‘Everything I am’ and ‘Je-
sus loves me’ were pre-
sented by Crayoners and 
chicken and hokey pokey 
dance by pre-nursery and 
nursery. Other presenta-
tions were Bible alphabetic 
recitation, poem recitation 
and educational songs, ‘I 
thank God.’ 

building. 
Secretary of  NBBFA, Teiso 

Solo shared his journey of  the 
NBBFA and highlighted that the 
association which was formed on 
Nov. 29 2016, emerged with the 
need to have a proper platform 
for the body builders of  the state 
to showcase their talents.

He also said the objective of  
the association is to create health 
awareness amongst the children, 
youth, senior citizens and physi-
cally challenged people; to pro-
mote and create platform for the 
body builders to compete at state, 
national and international levels; 
to supervise district units in matter 
relating to the welfare of  the mem-
bers; to initiate and strengthen lo-
cal gyms in the state; and to foster 
interest and commitment towards 
better health and fitness through 
physical culture, proper nutrition 
and weight training.

Further, Solo said the desire to 
build a strong body is not a new 
dream or a new concept since 
from the late 70’s and 80’s Naga 
started body building training at 
their own level with their crude 
equipments. He also informed 
that the association has been 
legally registered under Home de-
partment of  Society Registration 
Act of  1860.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Tourism C Apok Jamir 
said the present Naga soci-
ety is in a state of  disarray. 
However, he said one must 
take it as a driving force to 
bring about change and 
for that courage and aim 
is eminent.

He was addressing the 
Kohima Law College 37th 
annual parting social cum 
magazine release on Nov. 
28 at the State Academy 
Hall, Kohima as chief  
guest.

Congratulated the out-
going students, Jamir chal-
lenged the students to have 
a clear aim and objective 
to bring change in the so-
ciety. 

The chief  guest, who 
is also a law graduate, said 
studying law and obtaining 
a degree is not enough. 
Practicing law is a different 
challenge and in the course 
of  practice, one must have 
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CECS Director Subonenba 
Longkumer speaking at the 
launching of AKM clean elec on 
campaign in Mokokchung on 
November 29.
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The seized drugs and liquor being destroyed by the Excise Narco cs and District Excise Dimapur on 
November 29 at the Excise Directorate, Dimapur.
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Addi onal chief secretary Temjen Toy (4rd from le ) and others dignitaries during the release of the 
conference souvenir in Kohima on November 29.
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Panellists and moderator are seen during the discussion at the business summit of the ongoing Interna onal Trade Expo on November 29.
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ANDMSA to continue state-wide agitation Excise destroys drugs and 
liquor worth Rs. 1.76 crore

SVC urges to reconsider 
shifting of exam centre 

Dentists asked to deliver optimal oral healthcare 

‘Use nature as capital and make an economy out of farming’

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): With 
no positive response from the 
government, the All Nagaland 
District Ministerial Service Asso-
ciation (ANDMSA) has decided 
to continue with its state-wide 
pen down and computer shut 
down agitation till December 8. 
The association has threatened 
to go on a mass casual leave be-
ginning from December 11 if  the 
government fails to address their 
grievances.

This was stated in a joint press 
release issued by the association 
president Shilumenba, vice presi-
dent Alinger Inato Sangtam, and 
the general secretary T Limhach-
an Kithan. It may be mentioned 
here that the association had 
launched a three-day first phase 
agitation which expired on No-
vember 29. The three-day agita-
tion passed off  peacefully without 
report of  any untoward incident.

Meanwhile, the association 
has requested all the units and 
members to be more vigilant in 
their respective areas. It warned 
that any non ministerial employ-
ee found engaging/handling in 
ministerial duties/ job by nature 
would be held responsible in the 
event of  any untoward incident. 

The association has further 
requested all the employees and 
DDO to co-operate and respect 
the sentiments of  the association. 
The association has, meanwhile, 
expressed its regret for inconven-
iences caused to the public.  

In a separate statement, the 
Phek unit of  ANDMSA has re-
solved to continue its pen down 
and computer shutdown agitation 
along with the rest of  the state till 
December 8 called by ANDMSA 
parent body.

In a press release the unit 
president, Ketholuhu Tetseo, and 

the general secretary, Veto Hoshi, 
stated that the unit had success-
fully implemented the first phase 
of  agitation. It has thanked the 
district administration and all 
DDOs/ HODs for their coopera-
tion rendered towards the unit. 
The unit has also expressed grati-
tude to the officials of  CANSSEA 
Phek unit for their financial con-
tribution besides moral support 
and cooperation rendered.

The unit has requested all 
member from various depart-
ments to strictly adhere and par-
ticipate in the ongoing agitation 
till further notice. It further ap-
pealed the public of  Phek district 
to bear with the inconvenience.

In yet another statement, the 
Dimapur unit of  ANDMSA has 
called a  pen down and compu-
ter shutdown in Dimapur district 
from November 30 till December 
8 to be followed by three-day mass 

casual from December 11 to 13 till 
further direction from the action 
committee.

The unit has informed all the 
department heads, DDOs and 
Head assistant or SDHA not to 
assign any ministerial employees 
to work during the course of  its 
agitation and not hold them ac-
countable for dereliction of  work.  

Meanwhile, ANDMSA Di-
mapur Unit has convened an 
emergency general meeting on 
November 30 at Tourist Lodge at 
9 am. The unit general secretary 
M Zachamo Ezung and the in-
formation secretary Akaito Jimo 
have requested all the ministerial 
staff  and department representa-
tives to attend the proposed with-
out fail. It further informed all the 
concerned departments to submit 
membership and welfare fund lat-
est by December 10 at Control 
Room, Tourist Lodge, Dimapur. Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, Nov. 29: A joint 
destruction programme of  
seized drugs and liquor 
by Excise Narcotics and 
District Excise, Dimapur, 
was held on November 29 
at the Excise Directorate, 
Dimapur. The total street 
value of  seized drugs and 
liquor destroyed was esti-
mated to be Rs. 1.76 crore. 
The seizures were made 
from November 2016 to 
October 2017. 

A report from the Su-
perintendent of  Excise 
(Narcotic Cell) Phyobemo 
Lotha maintained that 50 
gms of  heroin, 429 gms of  

brown sugar, 700 gms of  
opium, 501 kgs of  ganja, 
3200 tablets of  ampheta-
mine (yaba), 40,913 cap-
sules of  spasmo proxyvon 
and 881 bottles of  cough 
syrup were destroyed. 

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) of  Excise (Narcotic 
Cell) Kevisetuo Angami, 
in his address, reminded 
the department that they 
were entrusted with the re-
sponsibility to defend the 
society, He advised the of-
ficials to take into account 
of  the confidence reposed 
upon them and not gamble 
with the menace that is af-
fecting the society.    

The Superintendent of  
Excise Dimapur destroyed 
16, 278 bottles of  IMFL- 
of  which 4, 831 bottles of  
IMFL were seized by the 
DC (NC) - estimated to be 
Rs. 34 lac in street value.

Giving details, a 
statement from the Su-
perintendent of  Excise 
Dimapur T Arilong Long-
kumer maintained that 
during the seizure period 
from November 2016 till 
date, a total of  570 cases 
were registered. It added 
that the department could 
impound Rs. 14.13 lakh 
fine through the seizure 
during the period. 

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
While clarifying that leak-
age of  Class VIII and 
IX question papers from 
Government High School 
(GHS), Sovima, was the 
handiwork of  some mis-
creants who broke open the 
school office and stolen the 
question papers, Sovima 
Village Council (SVC) has 
requested the department 
to reconsider cancellation 
of  examination centre at 
GHS, Sovima, stating that 
it would greatly disturb the 
preparations, schedule, and 
logistics of  the students 
and families.

A press release is-
sued by SVC chairman 
Neikhriehu Kense has 
clarified that the question 
papers of  the board exami-
nation were not leaked by 
any person but were sto-
len through criminal acts. 
He stated that on hearing 
of  the incident, the village 
authorities immediately 
visited the school and took 
stock of  the situation. 

He added that a case 
was also reported to the 
police and investigating 
police officers who discov-
ered that the school proper-
ties were damaged and the 
question papers were sto-
len. However, it was found 
that no school staff  were 
involved. 

It added that the village 
and school authorities had 
extended full cooperation 
to the investigation and the 
alleged culprits were identi-
fied and taken into custody. 
The council has also urged 
upon the authorities to take 
appropriate action and pe-
nalise the culprits as per 
the laid down rules and the 
laws of  the land. 

The council has further 
assured its full co-operation 
in all aspects and look for-
ward to solving of  the con-
cern in a sympathetic and 
humanitarian manner. 

ANSTA condemns
All Nagaland School 
Teachers’ Association 
(ANSTA) has outrightly 
condemned the theft of  
question papers at Gov-
ernment High School 
(GHS) Sovima, Dimapur, 
by some miscreants who 
broke in through the win-
dows and stole the ques-
tion papers.

The association presi-
dent Ponchulo Wanth 
and the general secretary 
Visato Koso have termed 
the incident ‘unfortunate 
and unbecoming’ as it has 
created lot of  problems/
inconveniences for the stu-
dents, teachers, parents and 
concerned offices of  NBSE 
and SCERT respectively. 

The association has 
requested the concerned 
authority to constitute 
an inquiry committee to 
probe into the incident and 
award appropriate punish-
ment to the guilty as per 
the law of  the department. 
The association informed 
the teaching community 
that Science subject which 
was held on the first day 
would be taken as it was 
while for other subjects 
the exams would be held 
as per the new routine re-
scheduled by NBSE start-
ing from November 30. 

In this regard, the as-
sociation has requested the 
teachers involved in the 
exam to bear with incon-
venient situation and fol-
low the new routine. Stat-
ing that situation has been 
brought under control, the 
association has urged the 
students not to panic but 
study hard and come out 
with flying colours. 

It hoped that NBSE 
would come out with some 
effective measures so as to 
check such cases of  thief/
leakage of  confidential pa-
pers in the near future.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
A two-day 10th North 
East Regional Dental Con-
ference cum 15th Indian 
Dental Association (IDA) 
Nagaland State Branch 
Conference on the theme 
‘Precision and excellence 
for optimal health care’ 
got underway on Novem-
ber 29 at Capital Conven-
tion Centre, Kohima.

Gracing the inaugural 
programme as the chief  
guest, Additional Chief  
Secretary & Finance Com-
missioner, Temjen Toy 
stressed on the need for the 
dentists to upgrade them-
selves with the latest tech-
nology and equipments to 
deliver optimal oral health 
care in the region.

Noting that much 
progress has come about 
over the years in the world 
of  dentistry, Toy main-
tained that such facilities 
should be brought in the 
region, which requires lot 
of  upgradation and expan-
sion of  services.

Asserting on the need 
to improve dental services 
in the region, he was opti-
mistic that with the confer-
ence, each delegate would 
go back with up scaling 
dental service to the peo-
ple of  the region. Toy was 
also hopeful that northeast 

would soon become the 
hub capital for dental serv-
ices.

Giving a brief  his-
tory on the history of  
IDA founded in the year 
1946, Dr. BR Bhuyan, 
chairperson Coordination 
Committee of  IDA State 
Branches North east Re-
gion, India, recalled that 
there was not a single grad-
uate dentist from the re-
gion till 1965. However, he 
expressed happiness that 
the number of  dental pro-
fessionals has increased 
which is now operational 
in 29 states braches, one 
defence branch and over 
400 local branches spread 
across the country. In the 
north east, IDA has its 
branches in Assam, Tripu-
ra, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Mizoram, Meghalaya and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, Dr. J Barma, 
convener coordination 
committee of  IDA state 
branches North-East Re-
gion, India, described 
dentistry at its ‘Golden 
era’ where the continuous 
developments in the field 
of  dental research and re-
sultant advancements in 
material science and cut-
ting edge technology have 
brought paradigm shift in 
treatment modalities and 

have changed the ‘state 
of  the art’ of  the dental 
practice to make it more 
convenient, painless and 
effective that was never 
seen before. 

He also pointed that 
the dental manpower, 
though still is concentrated 
mainly in city areas have 
been increased to fulfil the 
dentist population ratio as 
recommended by WHO.

While noting that the 
challenges of  the den-
tal practitioners have 
increased, Dr. Barma 
emphasised that dental 
professionals should keep 
abreast with the recent 
happening in dentistry 
to provide optimal oral 
health care to the people.

During the day, a trade 
fair was inaugurated by R 
Ramakhrishnan, Commis-
sioner-Secretary of  Health 
& Family Welfare, and 
also conducted pre-con-
ference courses on various 
topics. 

The second day would 
have scientific session and 
guest lectures on various 
topics divided into five 
sessions to be followed by 
paper presentation, North 
East Coordination Com-
mittee and closed door ses-
sion and election of  office 
bearers (Nagaland State 
Branch).

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND   
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER PWD (NH)

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

PRESS RELEASE
1. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MORTH)  has  

accorded sanction for the following works on NH-29 & NH-02 :
(i)  Improvement of City Portion of Dimapur from Km 106.90 to  

Km 124.20 (from New Field Check Gate to Patkai Bridge via 
Tragopan Jn -Burma Camp Jn-Purana Bazaar-Chumukedima) 
which includes 4-Laning of the stretch  from  Zion Hospital Jn 
to Chumukedima and 

(ii) Improvement of City Portion of Kohima from Km 177.60  to Km 
187.60 (from KMC Gate to New Reserve Police Check Gate via 
TCP Gate- PHQ Jn –Lerie) 

2. The PWD (National Highways)  has  taken over the above stretches  
from another agency during November , 2017. 

3. The actual project implementation will start as soon as the necessary 
technical formalities are completed.

4. Therefore ,the  PWD(NH) solicits the co-operation and assistance 
of  all the stakeholders i.e. Administration and Police Departments, 
other concerned Departments, Civil Societies, Village Council 
Authorities, Organizations and all individuals for successful 
implementation of the project. 

5. Meanwhile, in view of  the deteriorated condition of the road, the 
PWD(NH) is carrying out  emergency repair works  in both the road 
stretches at Kohima and Dimapur  as an interim arrangement before 
commencement of  the actual execution of  works. 

-Sd-
Chief Engineer PWD (NH)

Nagaland: Kohima
KG-2189

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov.  29: The 
second day of the business 
summit of the ongoing Na-
galand International Trade 
expo (NITex) at Agri Expo 
site began with discussion 
on the topic “Building com-
munity farming and market 
linkages,” with emphasis to 
use nature as capital and 
make an economy out of  
farming.

Samir Bordoli, an agri-
preneur and organic farm-
ing consultant, has insisted 
relying on nature and not 
subsidies that might turn 
into huge sum of debts. 

“Use nature as capital 
and make an economy out 
of  farming,” he said. He 
encouraged the farmers to 
grow local food and build 
a local economy in order to 
enhance the income to the 
farmers. 

Bordoli further spoke 
of  the food conspiracy that 
is present in today’s world, 
where it is a tug of  war 
between corporations and 
farmers in the food indus-
try. Ella Mary, consultant 
of  Youth Action for Rural 
Development, acknowl-
edged all the women farm-
ers although not present at 
the summit, for tirelessly 
toiling in farms in every 
corner in the state. ‘When 
we talk about farmers in 
our state, the first thought 
that comes to our mind is 
‘a man’ as a farmer,’ she 
said as Naga women not 
being landowners are not 
perceived as farmers even 
though much of  the farm 
work is done by women.

Mary also informed 
that with various develop-
mental schemes, there is a 
growing trend of  feminisa-

tion of  agriculture. Speak-
ing for women, Mary also 
cited the issues of  women 
farmers in linking out their 
produce to markets. 

Dr. Aotoshi, CEO of  
Window Media and former 
chairman CII Nagaland, 
stated that in Nagaland 
everything grows but the 
only issue was that of less 
volume. “We are engaged 
in subsistence cultivation 
and we don’t have anything 
to dispose off in terms of  
commercialising,” he said 
which is the reason why 
there is no market for the lo-
cal produce on a large scale.

Dr. Elithung Lotha, 
HoD Horticulture Depart-
ment, and Lipok Long-
kumer were also the panel-
lists during the discussion. 

The Business Summit 
ended with a session on 
‘Building competent hu-

man resources’ where dis-
tinguished panellists from 
education and skill devel-
opment sectors had brain-
storming session.

Vice Chancellor of  
North East Christian 
University, Dr. Darlando 
Khathing spoke on the 
importance of  tie-ups with 
industry to make training 
courses more effective and 
result oriented. He also 
suggested that institutes 
and universities should 
come together and comple-
ment each other.

Associate Dean (Plan-
ning & Dev), National 
Institute of  Technology 
(NIT), Nagaland, Nzant-
hung Ngullie said that en-
gineering students needed 
soft skills to be employable. 
He spoke about NIT’s plan 
to collaborate with Poly-
technics in the state. He 

stressed on the need for the 
involvement of  community 
based organisations in de-
veloping human resources.

Managing Director 
of  Beardsell Ltd. Bharat 
Anumolu stated that Na-
galand has the potential to 
be developed as the Goa 
of  North East keeping in 
mind the hospitable nature 
of  Nagas. 

Coordinator of  Na-
tional Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) 
Nishtha Vengurlekar said 
it is facilitating many train-
ing programs in Nagaland 
like homestay training by 
YouthNet, capacity build-
ing scheme under minis-
ter of  DoNER offered by 
Nagaland Bamboo De-
velopment Agency and 
Nagaland Tool Room & 
Training Centre. 

BAN executive mem-
ber Oka Chisho said Na-
galand is full of  educated 
but unemployed people. 
Chisho has stressed on the 
need for employers to be 
more considerate towards 
their employees. 

Summing up the dis-
cussion, moderator of  the 
session and BAN advi-
sor Zubeno Mozhui said 
the state need to identify 
the right skills suitable for 
the youth. Zubeno also 
stressed on Public Private 
Partnerships for developing 
infrastructure and compe-
tency of  human resources. 

AKM launches clean election campaign
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Nov. 29 
(EMN): Asserting that 
people of  Nagaland des-
perately need clean elec-
tion, the Director of  Com-
munity Educational Centre 
Society (CECS), Subonen-
ba Longkumer on Novem-
ber 29 opined that people 
need to choose ethical and 
capable leaders who do not 
squander the resources or 
fight among themselves for 
the leadership but brings 
development to build the 
Naga society and its future 
generation.

He was speaking as 
the resource person during 
the launching programme 
of Ao Students’ Confer-
ence (AKM) clean elec-
tion campaign at Town 
Hall, Mokokchung. The 
resource person asserted 
that people have destroyed 
election system by means 
of  interfering into the com-
munity through muscle 
and money power thus de-
stroying the peaceful co-ex-
istence in the constituency. 
He stated that people these 
days look on elections as a 
season for earning wealth 
and favours in return.

Longkumer further 
asserted that corrupt elec-
tion promotes wrongdoer, 
crooks and corrupted lead-
ers who snatch away the 
public money meant for 
public welfare and develop-
mental activities.

In this connection, the 
CECS Director said peo-
ple need a clean election 
to elect God-fearing and 
faithful leaders who are 
completely dedicated to-
wards the need of  the peo-
ple; who apply their best 
wisdom and knowledge to 
pursue development and 
good governance and cre-
ates opportunities for the 
youth.

Longkumer further 
added that it is high time 
for the people to raise their 
voice to change the world 
by knowing where they are, 
who they are and their re-
sponsibility to elect leaders 
who are cultured in charac-
ter and being able to voice 
the need of  the people in 
parliament and other meet-
ings.

Another resource 
person and Additional 
Chief  Electoral Office, 
Moa Aier, lamented that 

Mokokchung being the 
pioneer of  Christianity 
and education in the state 
has become the pioneer for 
using money and muscle 
power for elections mal-
practices. He revealed that 
the highest deletion of  bo-
gus voters from electoral 
rolls in 2011 stands out to 
be Mokokchung.

The official also in-
formed that the chief  sec-
retary had issued an order 
in June this year that any 
village council declaring a 
particular candidate to be 
the sole candidature for a 
village would be termed as 
illegal.

Meanwhile, Aier has 
appreciated the NBCC 
clean election campaign 
for its commendable work.

The launching pro-
gramme was attended by 
representatives from Ao 
Senden, Watsu Mung-
dang, MTLT, students 
from FAC, JMC, Peoples’ 
College, Mokokchung 
College of  Teacher Edu-
cation and DIET. Short 
speeches were also ten-
dered by Deputy Com-
missioner of  Mokochung 
Sachin Jaiswal, Ao Senden 
vice president Chubawati, 
Watsu Mungdang Senior 
Executive and former pres-
ident I Limala Ozukum 
while the welcome address 
was pronounced by AKM 
President Imkongwati 
Longkumer.
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Guwahati, Nov. 29 (PTI): 
Normal life was disrupted 
today in various districts, due 
to a 12-hour bandh called by 
a body of  tribal groups to 
protest the eviction drive to 
clear alleged encroachment 
a t  Amchang Wild l i fe 
Sanctuary here.

The strike called by the 
Coordination Committee 
of  Tribal Organisations, 
Assam (CCTOA) has 
affected normal life at 
various places, including 
Dibrugarh, Morigaon, 
Majuli and Nagaon districts, 
officials said.

B a n d h  s u p p o r t e r s 
demanded immediate halt 
of the eviction drive carried 
out as per directions of the 
Gauhati High Court.

The CCTOA, Takam 
Mising Porin Kebang 
( T M P K )  a n d  M i s i n g 
Mimag Kebang (MMK) 
agitators burnt tyres and 
stopped traffic on National 
Highway-37 in Jagiroad, 
Morigaon and NH-15 at 
Khanamukh, Sonitpur, the 
officials said.

A Congress delegation, 
led by former chief minister 
Tarun Gogoi and state unit 
chief Ripun Bora, visited the 
eviction site.

Gogo i  t e r med  the 
exercise as “inhuman” and 
requested the government 
to immediately stop it on 
humanitarian grounds.

“During our tenure 
also, such evictions used 
to happen. But, we had 
stopped it for humanitarian 
issues. This time, there was 
no notice, no information 
was given and demolition 
of  houses started with a 
surprise. We condemn it,” 
he said.

Gogoi, who was given a 
warm reception by the locals, 
said most people living on 
the hills of Amchang are the 
flood affected Mising tribe, 
and they are indigenous 
community of the state.

“If the government can 
give hundreds of  bighas 
of  land to Patanjali by 
amending land use, then 
why can’t poor people be 
given place to live? We 

demand rehabilitation to all 
the people immediately,” the 
senior Congress leader said.

T h e  C P I ( M ) ,  t o o, 
“condemned” the eviction 
d r ive  a n d  a s k e d  t h e 
authorities to put a stop to it.

“The entire exercise 
is being carried out in a 
barbaric way. We are not 
against clearing the forest 
land.

However, there should 
be proper rehabilitation to 
the people, as they are our 
own and have come to the 
city after losing everything 
in the floods,” senior party 
leader Hemen Das said.

Other groups like the 
Krishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti and All Assam 
Students’ Union have also 
protested the exercise. 

Meanwhile, the eviction 
drive continued for the third 
day today, although it was 
carried out on the other 
side of the sanctuary, where 
some industrial units are 
located and residential units 
were not demolished, the 
officials said.

Agartala, Nov. 29 (IANS): Eight Rohingyas 
belonging to two families, who had entered 
India illegally, were apprehended in western 
Tripura on Wednesday, a police official said.

The eight, including two women and 
four children, were arrested at Khayerpur, 12 
km north of Agartala, he added.

They were later taken to Bodhjungnagar 
police station for questioning.

“We are yet to get exact details on their 
presence in Tripura. Their questioning by 
senior police and intelligence officials is 
on,” the official said, adding they would be 
produced in a local court on Thursday.

Rohingyas have illegally entered Tripura 
and a few other northeastern states via 

Bangladesh in the past in search of jobs.
Subsequently, they were pushed back 

into Bangladesh following legal and security 
formalities. Border Security Force (BSF) 
Tripura Frontier Inspector General S.R. 
Ojha told the media that since 2015, many 
Rohingyas entered Tripura and other 
northeastern states via Bangladesh.

Tripura Director General of Police Akhil 
Kumar Shukla said: “Though India does 
not have a shared border with Myanmar in 
Tripura, we have asked the BSF to strengthen 
security along the Bangladesh borders.”

India shares a 856-km border with 
Bangladesh in Tripura. Except for some 20 
km, most of it is fenced.

New Delhi, Nov. 28 (IANS): The government 
has said the expenditure incurred on the entire 
negotiation process under the ambitious Naga 
Framework Agreement cannot be made public 
as it will be prejudicial to national security 
interests.

“It is intimated that the information sought 
on the expenditure of  Naga Framework 
Agreement are highly sensitive in nature and 
sharing the details will be prejudicial to the 
national security interests,” the Home Ministry 
said in an RTI reply to IANS.

The information was exempted from 
disclosure under Section 8(1)(a) of the RTI Act, 
2005, the reply added.

Clause 8(1)(a) bars making public 
information, disclosure of  which would 
prejudicially affect the sovereignty and 
integrity of India, security, strategic, scientific 
or economic interests of the state, relation with 
foreign state or lead to incitement of an offence.

The Home Ministry also declined to give 
information on the cost incurred on keeping the 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Issak-
Muivah (NSCN-IM) leaders in Delhi ever since 
the signing of the Naga Framework Agreement 
on August 3, 2015.

The Agreement was signed between the 
Centre and the NSCN-IM after nearly two 
decades of negotiations.

Many expect a final solution to the six 
decades of Naga conflict by the end of this year. 

Nagaland may get some political autonomy 
as part of the overall solution.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 29 (EMN): Hill State Demand 
Council (HSDC), Convenor Holiram Terang 
expressed that HSDC can no longer be with 
CPI(ML) during a press conference held at 
its office premises on Nov. 29. He said this 
while citing that the party is aimed with 
monolithic party where there is no place for 
dual membership. 

Terang stated that HSDC which was 
formed in 2015 will be re-constituted and 
that its first party conference will be held on 
Dec. 10 and 11th.

A press statement which was handed 
out mentions that as per election guidelines 
registration of HSDC as regional party with 
dual membership will not be entertained 
with CPI(ML) member under HSDC hence 
derecognising its motto. 

It may be mentioned that the HSDC is 
the re-christened of Hill State Democratic 

Party (HSDP) formed on Dec. 2015.
The leaders are of  the same political 

outfit and erstwhile Autonomous State 
Demand Committee (ASDC) who has 
launched a movement from 1986 for 
Autonomous State demand under provision 
of Art. 244 (A) of the constitution with the 
Central government.

But, differences of  ideologies and 
programmes with the CPI (ML), the 
parties split in the year 2001.

It got the name as People’s Alliance for 
Peace Agreement (PAPA) while extending 
the moral support to the peace agreement 
by the erstwhile United Peoples Democratic 
Solidarity with Central government in Nov. 
2011.

HSDC, Convenors Holiram Terang, 
Jotson Bey, General Secretaries Dhoromsing 
Teron and Chomang Kro and other party 
workers were also present at the conference.

Aizawl, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
Pres iden t  Ra m Na th 
Kovind on Wednesday 
said Mizoram was a key 
to India’s ‘Act East’ Policy 
and the state will link other 
northeastern states to our 
neighbours in Southeast 
Asia and the rest of India.

“Mizoram is a key to 
India’s Act East Policy. 
The state will link our 
northeastern states to our 
neighbours in Southeast 
Asia as well as to other 
parts of India. That is why 
the government of India is 
focusing on infrastructure 
and connectivity projects 
in the region,” he said 
a f t e r  i n a u g u r a t i n g  a 
housing complex here for 
the economically weaker 
sections under the Basic 
Services for Urban Poor 
Schemes.

India’s Act East Policy 
focuses on the extended 
neighbourhood in the Asia-
Pacific region. The policy, 
originally conceived as an 

economic initiative, has 
gained political, strategic 
and cultural dimensions, 
including establishment of  
institutional mechanisms 
f o r  d i a l o g u e  a n d 
cooperation.

He said: “Trade will 
grow in the bordering state 
to everybody’s benefit. There 
is an urgent need to create 
more opportunities within 
Mizoram itself like the rest 
of northeast India.”

The President said 
that  Mizoram has  so 
much to offer. “Harnessed 
appropriately, bamboo can 
be a wonder crop. With 
value addition, it can be 
used to create a variety of  
products and many, many 
jobs.”

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Kovind arrived here on his 
maiden two-day visit to 
Mizoram. He inspected a 
guard of  honour after his 
arrival at Lengpui Airport.

O n  T h u r s d ay,  t h e 
President will address 

a special session of  the 
Mizoram assembly.

The President said 
the Mizoram government 
h a s  u n d e r t a k e n  t w o 
programmes that have led 
to appreciable outcomes 
-- the New Land Use Policy 
(NLUP) and the New 
Economic Development 
Policy.

“Under the NLUP, 
the state government is 
providing financial support 
to less-advantaged sections 
that seek to move away 
from age-old shifting or 
‘jhoom’ cultivation and get 
into sustainable agriculture, 
horticulture, sericulture, 
animal husbandry or other 
livelihoods,” he said.

Kovind said: “Young 
Mizos are our sporting 
heroes. From hockey to 
mountaineering, boxing 
to weightlifting, Mizos 
exce l  na t iona l ly  and 
internationally. Of  course, 
in football, our Mizo boys 
and girls are special.” 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Representatives of  Editors 
Guild of India (EGI), Press 
Association(PA), Indian 
Journalist Union (IJU) 
and Ex-members of  Press 
Council of  India (PCI) 
visited the state to take part 
during the two-day Inter-
Regional media interaction 
programme.

The delegation including 
Prakash Dubey of  EGI, 
Jaishanker Gupta of  PA, 
Kosuri Amarnath of  IJU, 
Vivek Saxena and CK 
Naik both ex-PCI members 
presented a memento from 
Press Association to the 
governor during their visit at 
Raj Bhavan on Wed.

The team recounted 
recommendations of  the 

interaction programme 
between Myanmar and 
India held at Hotel Imphal 
on Nov. 27 and 28th.

The two day interaction 
programme recommended 
o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e 
relationship between the 
two countries and conduct 
more media exchange 
programmes in future 
besides working together for 

better connectivity in terms 
of  road, railways, air and 
maritime communication 
i.e., better transport facilities 
between the two countries.

The representatives 
of  the journalists’ bodies 
also met Chief  Minister 
Nong thombam Bi ren 
Singh at Chief  Minister’s 
Secretariat in Imphal. 

The senior journalists 

not only had a candid 
interaction with the Chief  
Minister but also presented 
him a memento. They 
urged the Chief Minister to 
improve road connectivity. 
In another development a 
team of  13 Myanmarese-
Manipuri delegates called 
on Chief Minister N Biren at 
Chief Minister’s Secretariat 
on Wednesday. 

Agartala, Nov. 29 (IANS): The 
Election Commission (EC) after 
reviewing the poll preparedness 
in Tripura has asked state officials 
to ensure conducive law and 
order situation for holding of  
Assembly elections, Chief  Election 
Commissioner (CEC) A.K. Joti said 
here on Wednesday.

“We have asked the Tripura 
officials, including Chief Secretary, 
Home Secretary and Director 
General of Police, to closely monitor 
the law and order situation, take 
suitable steps and to ensure favourable 
situation for holding the elections 
before expiry of  the five-year term 
of the state assembly,” Joti told the 
media before leaving for New Delhi.

“Political parties have demanded 
that law and order situation needs 
to be improved. The parties have 
also demanded early deployment 
of  Central Armed Police Force 
(CAPF). The CAPF would be used 
for confidence building measures.”

The CEC said the commission 
has strong belief that like the previous 
elections Tripura would be able to set 
a new benchmark for holding free, 
fair, peaceful and transparent polling.

“Next assembly elections would 
be celebrated as the festival of  
democracy,” he added.

Left-ruled Tripura had set a 
record for highest-ever voter turnout 

with over 93 per cent polling in the 
last assembly elections in February 
2013.

The five-year terms of  the 
assemblies in Meghalaya, Nagaland 
and Tripura -- with 60 seats each 
-- will end on March 6, 13, and 14 
respectively next year. Elections in 
the three states are likely to be held 
simultaneously in February.

The full EC led by the CEC 
arrived here on Tuesday after 
conducting similar exercise in 
Nagaland.

Election Commissioner Om 
Prakash Rawat, along with another 
Election Commissioner Sunil Arora 
and Deputy Election Commissioner 
Sudeep Jain and other officials 
accompanied the CEC. Rawat told 
IANS that the full EC would soon 
go to Meghalaya to review the poll 
preparedness in that state.

Joti said: “We have asked 
the concerned officials to take 
appropriate steps to prevent cross-
border illegitimate activities along the 
India-Bangladesh border. We have 
directed the officials to step up inter-
state border surveillance to curb any 
unwanted activities.”

“The Commission would also 
ask the Income Tax department, 
Financial Intelligence and banking 
authorities to remain vigilant 
about any illegal and unauthorised 

transactions. The flying squads of  
the security forces would use the 
GPS (Global Positioning System) 
to monitor the situation before the 
elections.”

The CEC said that in order to 
make the electoral rolls fool-proof, 
a special summary revision is now 
on in Tripura and the rest of  the 
country with January 1, 2018, as the 
qualifying date for inclusion in the 
electoral list. The final rolls will be 
published on January 5.

“The commission earlier tried 
to introduce Aadhaar and mobile 
numbers in the election process, 
but due to pending litigation in the 
Supreme Court, the commission is 
unable to use Aadhaar number in the 
electoral exercise,” Joti stated.

The EC has directed various 
departments, including power, 
education and public works, to 
inspect the roads leading to 3,170 
polling stations to be set up in Tripura 
as well as uninterrupted electricity 
supply to them. 

“Most political parties, including 
Communist Party of India-Marxist 
and the Congress, requested the EC 
to ensure polls were held in time, 
while the Bharatiya Janata Party 
urged for fool-proof  electoral rolls 
before elections are held,” an official 
of  the Tripura election department 
said on condition of anonymity.

Tura (Meghalaya), Nov. 29 
(PTI):  Independent  MLA 
Rophul S Marak, who was 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C o n g r e s s 
gover nment in Meghalaya 
today announced that he was 
withdrawing support to the 
Mukul Sanga government.

He said the decision to do 
so was on the basis of  “lack of  
development” in places around 
his constituency.

“I am answerable to the 
people of  my constituency and 
the district. They are asking 
questions as to what we have 
done in our tenure of  five years.

“The development work 
in South Garo Hills has been 
dismal. The main problem is road 
and communication and since I 
am contesting the upcoming 
election as an Independent 
candidate,  I  withdrew my 
support from Meghalaya United 
Alliance government led by 
Mukul Sangma,” Marak said in 
a statement. 

He alleged that the state 
government has turned down 
many of  his proposals meant 
for the development of  SGH, a 
region considered one of  most 
backward in Meghalaya.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 29 (EMN): Manipur 
government is considering to provide 
soft loans to the street vendors of  
Khwairamband Keithel, main market 
complexes in Imphal.

This was disclosed by Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh while speaking on the occasion 
of  donating a tipper truck to Imphal 
Municipal Corporation by the Chief  
General Manager of State Bank of India 
North East Circle Wed. 

The truck was gifted to IMC as part 

of  SBI’s corporate social responsibility 
programme.

Chief  Minister Biren also asked the 
officials of  Municipal Administration 
Housing and Urban Development 
( M A H U D ) ,  I m p h a l  M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation (IMC) and women vendors 
of  Khwairamband Keithel to jointly 
study whether it is possible to provide an 
alternative livelihood to street vendors by 
arranging loans for them.

He informed the gathering that the SBI 
had agreed in principle to provide soft loans 
to street vendors of the market in Imphal 
stating that this arrangement is being 
considered to help the street vendors start 
their chosen livelihoods at their respective 
localities, homes and nearby markets, Biren 
expressed hope that the said initiative would 
reduce traffic congestion and improve 

cleanliness in the city considerably.
Mentioning that there has been 

remarkable improvement in the hill-valley 
relation in the recent past, the chief minister 
urged the people of valley districts to take 
proactive role in restoring the age-old hill-
valley bonding.

He also expressed pleasure on learning 
that the number of  visitors to Keibul 
Lamjao National Park had increased 
manifold after a venue of Manipur Sangai 
Festival had been allotted to Keibul village 
this year.

Regarding various developmental 
projects declared by the new government, 
he said that all these projects would 
be executed without fail as the current 
government understands that they would 
be rejected by the people if their promises 
are not translated into action.

MAHUD Minister Th Shyamkumar in 
his speech said that different works would 
be taken up as part of Imphal Smart City 
project soon.

Stating that women vendors and 
shopkeepers should not forget their 
responsibility in keeping the city neat and 
clean, Shyamkumar contended that all the 
efforts of the government would go in vain 
without their cooperation.

I M C  M a y o r  L  L o k e s h w o r, 
Commissioner (MAHUD) Dr Prem Singh, 
Chief General Manager of SBI NE Circle 
PVSLN Murty and General Manager of  
Network-II SBI NE Circle Digmanu Gupta 
also attended the function wherein PVSLN 
Murty handed over the key of  the tipper 
truck to N Biren and L Lokeshwor.

PTI

Bodoland supporters shout slogans during a rally demanding separate state of ‘Bodoland’, at Jantar Mantar 
in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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SBI officials handing over the key of the pper truck to Manipur Chief Minister N Biren and Imphal Municipal 
Council func onary L Lokeshwor in Imphal on Wed.

NEWS IN BRIEF
NPP threatens no-confidence 
motion against Mukul Sangma govt.
Shillong, Nov. 29 (PTI): The Opposition National People 
s Party (NPP) today threatened to move a no-confidence 
motion against the Mukul Sangma government during the 
three Assembly session scheduled to be held next month.
“We are contemplating to move an no-confidence (NC) 
against the government in the last sitting of the Assembly 
in the current session,” NPP spokesperson James K 
Sangma told PTI.  The three-day Assembly session has 
been scheduled for December 8, 13 and 14, according to 
Assembly secretary GD Sangma.

Two die, four fall sick after eating 
fish in Tripura
Agartala, Nov. 29 (IANS): A woman and her son died 
and four others of  the same family fell ill after eating 
fish in Tripura, an official said here on Wednesday. 
Sobhona Biswas, 65, and her son Manik Biswas, 40, died 
at Mohanpur in western Tripura on Tuesday night, an 
official from the Mohanpur Sub-Divisional Magistrate’s 
office said. They felt pain in their stomach and started 
vomiting after they ate the fish and later died, the official 
said. The four sick persons, including two women, are 
being treated at a hospital. Quoting doctors, the official 
said that Manik Biswas caught the fish from a rivulet in the 
village and the fish might have been poisonous.

Gold worth Rs 50 crore seized in 
Manipur
Imphal, Nov. 28 (IANS): Central and state agencies 
have seized illegally held gold worth over Rs 50 crore in 
Manipur since January this year, official sources said on 
Tuesday. Gold worth Rs 29 crore was seized from the 
Imphal international airport and the rest from inter-state 
buses and private vehicles along the two highways linking 
Manipur to other parts of the country. Police officer H. 
Chaoba at Moreh said the bulk of the seizure was made 
by Assam Rifles at the Khudengthabi checkpost, about 
12 km from the Manipur-Myanmar border. On Monday, 
the Chief Judicial Magistrate (Imphal West) remanded 
Deepak Sharma of  Rajasthan to 13 days in judicial 
custody as he did not pay a bail amount of Rs 5 lakh after 
being arrested at the Imphal airport with one kg of gold 
bars.

Cut height criteria for Arunachal 
youths, Army urged
Itanagar, Nov. 28 (IANS): Arunachal Pradesh Governor 
B.D. Mishra has urged Army chief General Bipin Rawat 
to lower the height criteria for youths from the state, saying 
this was coming in the way of their joining the military. 
Mishra, a retired Brigadier, also requested Gen Rawat 
to increase the number of recruitment rallies in the state 
which borders China. The “height consideration ... is a 
natural handicap” for the youths to join the Army, he said. 
The Governor said youths of the state had aspirations but 
due to the remoteness of their living areas and lack of  
pre-recruitment training, “many aspirants have missed the 
recruitment opportunity in the past”.

Implementing PM’s slogan of devp. 
is need of the hour, says Chauhan
Tezpur(Assam), Nov. 29 (PTI): Madhya Pradesh Chief  
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan today said the need 
of the hour is to implement Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s slogan for development ‘Sabka Saath Sabka 
Vikas’ to ensure progress. Chauhan was speaking to 
newsmen from rural Assam on a goodwill mission and 
met him in Bhopal during the day. Chauhan said Assam 
and Madhya Pradesh governments would go hand in 
hand for the overall development of the two states. His 
government was also ready to guide Assam and its people, 
the newsmen said. The journalists felicitated Chauhan, 
whose government completed 12 years today, with a 
traditional Gamosa’ (scarf) and ‘Japi’ (headgear) and xorai 
(offering tray).
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12-hour strike against 
Amchang eviction

Eight Rohingyas held in Tripura

Govt. declines to divulge 
Naga peace process cost

HSDC splits from its ally CPI(ML)

Mizoram key to Act East Policy — President

Media representatives from various national bodies visit Manipur

EC reviews Tripura poll preparedness, asks 
to ensure conducive situation for elections

Ind. MLA withdraws 
support to Congress 
govt. in Meghalaya

Biren announces yet another scheme for the grass root  

Slogans for Bodoland

SBI agrees in principle to provide 

the market at Khwairamband 
Keithel Market in Imphal.



Cash Donation and Kinds for Naga 
Women Hoho Dimapur Golden 
Jubilee 24th November 2017.

Sl. Description Amount
1 Pochury women Hoho Dimapur Rs. 15,000
2 Rengma Mothers Association              Rs. 15,000
3 Kuki Nute Kiloikhom                              Rs. 16,000
4 Lotha Eloe Ekhung                                 Rs. 15,000
5 Zeliang Women Organization               Rs. 15,000
6 Sumi Totoimi Hoho                                Rs. 15,000
7 Ao watsu telongjam                              Rs. 15,000

8 Shri. Tovihoto Aye.  Parliamentary 
Secretary. Flood and Irrigation. Rs.100000/-

9 Shrimati. Bem Thomson Women Cell Rs. 5000/-

10 Shri. Thomas Ngullie. Parliamentary Secy 
tech.Edu                        Rs. 20000/-

11 Chakhesang Mothers Association       Rs. 15,000
12 Kuda Razha Angamip�i Khrotho Rs. 15,000
13 Shri.Kesonyii  Yhome DC Dimapur                          Rs. 100,000
14 Shri LL.Doungel DGP                                    Rs. 25,000
15 Mr, Mrs, Rajiv Dimapur                         Rs. 50,000
16 Shri Niholu Ayemi (Bimal)                     Rs. 50,000
17 Shri. Y. Patton Home minister Nagaland.               Rs. 50,000
18 Shri.Loli Kayina Mao (Kohima)                     Rs. 10,000
19 Shri Rangkhamong                                Rs. 30,000
20 Shri Luolau Angami                               Rs. 10,000
21 Shri.Hariram Balaram                                     Rs. 20,000
22 Popular Bakery                                       Rs. 5,000
23 Shrimati. Khrienuo Metha                        Rs. 15,000
24 Bengali Samaj                                          Rs. 15,000
25 Petroleum Dealer association              Rs.10,000

26 Shri. Limasunep Jamir Commissioner of  
police Dimapur Rs. 30,000

27 Shri Moa Sangtam CEO DMC                                                  Rs. 50,000
28 Shri. Neibu Nagi                                        Rs. 50,000
29 Shri. Basu Damani                                             Rs. 20,000
30 Shri. Akashe & DCCI  team Dimapur                                           Rs. 60,000
31 Shri. S.I. Jamir Chairman Urban                                                  Rs. 50,000

32 Mrs. Athel.O. Lotha Addl.Secry & Mission 
Director NRLM sponsored Magazine Rs. 1,60,000

33 Naga council Dimapur                             Rs. 25,000

34 Shri. DP Angami & Family  
 Vice President Naga Council                                                                       Rs. 20,000

35 Shrimati. Kiisa Fithu Sharu 
Deputy Secy. Sericulture                        Rs. 10,000

36 Shri. K.Gokheto Chophy  
Vice President Naga Council                              Rs.15,000

37 Shri. Kuhoi Zhimomi                                      Rs. 10,000
38 Shri.Thejao Mephou                                     Rs. 5,000
39 Shri. Narendra Sethi                                       Rs. 1,000
40 Amit motor                                             Rs. 1,000

41 Shri. Noleto Visa                                      
 Senior executive o�cer DAN.                            Rs. 5,000

42 Shrimati. Alemla J. Chishi
Project Director   DRDA                         Rs. 50,000

43 Shri Thepfuneituo Rio Former DMC 
Member Rs. 10,000

44 Khremou Liegise Rs. 10000/-
45 Zhalio Rio Rs. 50000/-
46 Chenise DCP Rs. 5000/-
47 Yashitsungba Ao Rs. 20000/-
48 Ao watsii Mokokchung Rs. 2000/-
49 Vikishe Shohe Rs. 2000/-
50 G.Bs union Dimapur Rs. 5000/-
51 Poumai Nautumai
52 Zeliang Village Youth
53 Dimapur Ao Union
54 Kui Nute Kiloikhom Molvum Vllg Pineapples
55 Nungshirenla Aier 1 Pig
56 Vikomelie Liegise Firewood
57 Naga Council 220 Chairs
58 Vimeno Liegise Flowers
59 Muslim Council Fish 40kg

60 Punjabi Samaj 100 carton 
water

D-4871

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM: NAGALAND: MIZORAM 

AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)
KOHIMA BENCH

First Appeal No. 7 (K)/2017

The State of Nagaland & Anr.     …..Appellant/Defendant
 -Versus-
Shri. Atoka Awomi & 24 Ors.   …….Opp. Parties/plainti�s

NOTICE UNDER ORDER V RULE 20 OF THE CODE OF 
CIVIL PROCEDURE, 1908. 

Take Notice that the above noted First Appeal has been 
�lled by the above named Appellant/defendant before 
the Hon’ble Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench where 
you have been impleaded as Opposite Parties/plainti�s 
Nos. 2 to 25. The Hon’ble High Court, Kohima Bench vide 
order dated: 24-11-2017 issued notice to you to appear 
before the Hon’ble High Court on 04-12-2017 at 10:30 
A.M either personally or through pleader to act on your 
behalf and show cause, if any. If you fail to appear on the 
date so referred, the matter shall be heard and decided 
ex-parte in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this court on this 
day the 28th day of November 2017 at Kohima.

Deputy Registrar (Judl.),
Hon’ble Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench

To,
1. Shri. Shri. V. Awomi
2. Shri. Hokuto Zhimomi
3. Shri. Shekavi
4. Shri. Kiho Achumi
5. Shri. Vika Sumi
6. Shri. A. Jamir
7. Shri. Swuto K. Swu
8.  Shri. Hesheka Sema
9.  Shri. Kiho Chopi
10.  Shri. Toshi
11.  Shri. Imlitongzuk
12.  Shri. Kaluvi Sumi
13.  Shri. Asang
14.  Shri. Khekato Awomi
15.  Shri. Sunep
16.  Shri. Kati
17.  Shri. Tokshi Achumi
18.  Shri. Moatemsu
19.  Shri. Hokugha Sumi
20.  Shri. Mughamo Zhimo
21.  Shri. Khrielekho Nihu
22.  Shri. Khekai Zhimomi
23.  Shri. Atoka Sumi
24.  Shri. Kineto Chopi

KG-2191

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NO.VLS-02/2016-D/ 12528-29  /In the matter of petition 
submitted by Shri. R.S Sangtam against Shri. Ahoto Sema 
under Patta No.957 under Dag No.1101/1282 at Nagarjan, 
SMTI. MENUOVINO MARAK daughter of Late. R.K Marak is 
hereby summoned to appear in person before the court of the 
undersigned on 5.12.2017 at 2.P.M positively. 
This is issued for strict compliance. Sd/-

(KESONYU YHOME), IAS 
Deputy Commissioner, 

Dimapur: Nagaland. D-4874

Dated Dimapur the 23rd Nov 2017 

SUMMON 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION

(Below New Secretariat) Thizama Road
Nagaland: Kohima 797001

No. DITC/DigiDhan Dated 29th November 2017

The Department of Information Technology proposes to hold a Digi-dhan Mela 
from 6th December to 16th December 2017 at the entrance of the Secretariat. 
Stalls will be set up by the Department. Any Church / NGO / Entrepreneurs / SHGs 
wishing to avail the stalls to sell local products may contact the Directorate O�ce.

ADVERTISEMENT

Sd/- Tongtiliba Longkumer
Addl. Director & HoD

KG-2190

LOST NOTICE
I, Ginkhomang Khongsai 

applying for duplicate 
copy of Migration 
Certi�cate B.A of 

Nagaland University as I 
have lost it.

Name: Ginkhomang 
Khongsai

Migration Certi�cate B.A
Regd. No. 12230009

Year: 2012  D-4872

ICAR-NATIONAL RESEARCH  
CENTRE ON MITHUN,

MEDZIPHEMA, NAGALAND- 797106

ADVERTISEMENT
Mithun meat will be available during the festive 
season on all working days at ICAR-NRC on Mithun, 
Medziphema.

(Mode of Payment by cashless only).

Note: Buyers can also make advance booking for 
bulk requirement (TCs apply).

Director,
ICAR-NRCM

 Date : 5th December 2017 onwards.
 Time : 9:00am – 1:00 pm and 2:00 -4:00 pm
 Rate  : Rs 220/- per kg meat
   Rs 200/- per kg viscera

Date: 29.11.2017

DG-699
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Alleged NSCN (KN) chairman of Ao region along with his accomplice.

Principal of St. Joseph’s College with speakers and other officials.

ANCA observes Counsellors’ Day Naga youth urged 
to be role model

AR nabs NSCN (KN) functionary

Tsumang residents grateful

CMA bids farewell and welcome officers WDVCA questions SSB’s neutrality 
Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): Wokha 
District Council Chairmen’s As-
sociation (WDVCA) has accused 
the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) per-
sonnel stationed along the Assam 
and Nagaland border of  creating 
unnecessary tension and causing 
fear psychosis among the residents 
through their atrocious activities.

WDVCA has accused SSB 
of  assaulting the public residing 
within the border area without 
any rhyme and reason on several 
occasions. 

Citing instances, WDVCA 

Myingthungo Odyuo stated that 
in the yester years, the non-Nagas 
(Adivasis) were engaged by SSB 
to burglar the timbers belonging 
to the village council chairman of  
Soshan village. Besides, it stated 
that the family members of  Chan-
dalashung New council chairman 
were assaulted without any reason 
resulting in creating unnecessary 
tension. It added that the matter 
was settled amicably through the 
initiative of  ad hoc Commandant 
of  SSB, Assam. WDVCA stated 
that despite of  all the untold suf-

ferings, it tried to maintain peaceful 
atmosphere without any reaction 
from their side. 

However to their utter dismay, 
the same neutral force (SSB) re-
cently assaulted some youth of  
Yampha village from within its 
jurisdiction. It reported that the vil-
lage council chairman of  Yampha 
village and also advisor of  the WD-
VCCA M Nlumbemo Humtsoe 
was also assaulted when he went 
to inquire about the matter. 

WDVCA stated that the neutral 
force is meant for protecting the 

public and not to use force upon 
them. Stating that the action per-
petrated by SSB personnel was be-
yond tolerance, it questioned how 
could they (neutral forces) protect 
the public if  they could go beyond 
to the extent of  assaulting the 
village council chairman. Decry-
ing the actions of  SSB, WDVCA 
stated that it indicated their apathy 
towards the public.

WDVCCA has condemned the 
actions of  SSB for the consecutive 
action taken upon the village coun-
cil chairman on three occasions.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Counsellors’ 
Association (ANCA) observed 
Counsellors’ Day at St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama, on November 
27, with principle of  the college, 
Fr. Dr. S Ousepparampil as chief  
guest. 

Fr. Dr. Joy Thomas, SVD, in 
his keynote address said a coun-
sellor is a person who is psycho-
logically mature. In other words, 

the degree to which one can 
create relationship to facilitate 
growth in other is the measure 
of  the growth one has achieved 
in oneself, he said. He further 
added that in some respects this 
is a disturbing thought but it is a 
promising and challenging one. 

The speakers senior medical 
officer State Mental Health In-
stitute, Kohima,  Dr. Viketoulie 
Pienyü and director HRD Centre, 

St. Paul Institute, Phesama, Fr. 
Dr. Boniface D’ Souza, SJ spoke 
on “stress management and on 
becoming a counsellor.” 

Earlier, the programme com-
menced with a welcome note 
from president of  the associa-
tion, C Joseph. Special song and 
prayer dance was presented by 
students of  the college. Sr. Mary 
Alex, MMS proposed vote of  
thanks.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): Chakhesang 
Mothers’ Association (CMA) has appreci-
ated the outgoing Deputy Commissioner, 
Phek, Kovi Meyase for undertaking com-
mendable works for the welfare of  the 
town dwellers in particular and the entire 
neighbouring villages in general during 
his short stay.

A press statement appended by CMA 
president, Zaposhelu Venuh, stated that 
he had largely motivated the public and el-
evated the administration system thereby 
creating space for the public to participate 
in almost all developmental activities. 
CMA has wished him a long live and suc-
cess in all his upcoming endeavours. 

Meanwhile, CMA has also accorded 
warm welcome to incoming DC, Phek, 
Shavanas C and Superintendent of  Police 
(SP) Phek, Dr. Naieen Mustasa Mansury, 
who had recently taken over their respec-
tive responsibilities as the head of  the 
district administration and security. 

The CMA, while welcoming them, 
expected their yeomen service to the 
public in the near future. It added that 
the people were privileged to have both 
officers from the central service cadre to 
serve the people of  the district. CMA has 
further assured cooperate with them in 
serving the people welfare and interest of  
the district.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Tsumang ‘A’ Colony Un-
ion in Wokha has appreci-
ated the NSCN (IM) un-
der the command of  its 
CAO Wokha for arresting 
four habitual drug ped-
dlers from the colony on 
November 23.

The team recovered 
about 620 capsules of  Spas-
mo Proxyvon from their 
possession. 

Chairman of  Tsumang 
‘A’ Colony Er. Yanpvuo 
Ezung informed that the 
group/organisation was 
warned on many occasions 
to abstain from such illicit 
business.

While appreciating the 
team, Tsumang ‘A’ colony 
union along with Tsumang 

Wokha, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
NSCN (IM) secretary of kilo 
affairs, M Daniel Lotha has 
encouraged the younger Naga 
generation to be role model by 
shouldering the responsibili-
ties to unite the Naga people 
as one by breaking down the 
differences prevailing in the 
Naga society.

Lotha said this while ad-
dressing the members of Lotha 
Middle Range Students’ Un-
ion (LMRSU) at the inaugural 
function of the 6th edition of  
Lt. Dr. Anthony Patton vol-
leyball memorial trophy at 
GHS ground in Sanis on No-
vember 27 on the theme “Rise 
as One.”  On Naga peace talk, 
he said that “there will be only 
one talk, one solution and 
one agreement” saying the 
Government of India (GoI) is 
very serious on the issue. He 
added that the talk between 
GoI and Nagas (represented 
by NSCN-IM) is heading in 
the right direction and solu-
tion might happen anytime. 
He, therefore, urged young 

Nagas to be prepared men-
tally, physically and spiritually 
for nation building. Stating 
that by opposing the Frame-
work Agreement between GoI 
and Nagas represented by the 
NSCN-IM is killing the future 
of the younger Naga genera-
tion, he call upon the people to 
build a future for the younger 
generation by coming together 
and reason together as one.

Joseph Patton, Additional 
Secretary MIS, GPRN, also 
exhorted the gathering and 
encouraged the participants 
to maintain extra discipline 
in sports and showcase their 
talents and skills and say no 
to drugs.

The programme was 
chaired by Esther Kikon, 
while the invocation prayer 
was said by Nchumbemo 
Kithan, pastor of  Sanis Vil-
lage Baptist Church, and the 
vote of thanks was delivered 
by William Yanthan, general 
secretary LMRSU. The ben-
ediction was said by Rev. Fr. 
Jose, St. Paul School Sanis.

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Troops of  3 (Naga Hills) Assam 
Rifles along with police repre-
sentative have arrested Temsu 
Mayang, reportedly a chair-
man of  Ao region belonging 
to NSCN (KN) from Old NST, 
Kohima, on November 25.

The troops also arrested 
another person identified as 
Lanu Temjen along with Temsu 
Mayang.

A security force press state-
ment reported that individual 
had revealed his involvement in 
taxation/ extortion from State 
government department, shop 
keepers, trade unions and taxi 
unions. The accused have been 
handed over to Officer in-charge 

of  North Police Station, Ko-
hima, for further investigation, 
it added.

In a separate incident, troops 
of  9 Assam Rifles arrested one 
arms peddler from High School 
junction and Teenpati junction, 
Kohima, on November 25.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Seyie Khrielie @ Alo Zao 
(31), son of  Vesize of  Zakhama 
village under Kohima district. 
The troops recovered a point 22 
pistol and one magazine from 
his possession. 

AR statement stated that the 
individual along with recovered 
items were handed over to Ko-
hima (North) Police Station for 
further investigation.

DECLARATION
The Nationalist Congress Party Peren 
District President Shri. Hangau N Hau with 
his o�ce bearers, the 7th Peren A/C NCP 
President Shri. Namguigong and his team 
along with Athibung NCP Unit President 
Shri. Paohao and his team resigned 
en masse from the primary and active 
membership of the Nationalist Congress 
party on the 27th November 2017 in support 
of the leader Shri. Neiba Ndang, who had 
earlier resigned from NCP and joined the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party. 

Hangau N Hau 
President NCP 
Peren District

‘A’ youth organisation have 
assured fullest support to 
all groups/organisations 
working for the uplift of  
the Naga society. It also 
informed all peace loving 
citizens to take necessary 
steps and apprehend such 
illicit peddlers if  found 
within Tsumang ‘A’ colony 
and hand over to the colony 
officials.

It further stated that the 
case was settled amicably 
through the initiative of  the 
colony union officials with 
the support from the police 
personnel.
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India’s Plurality  
Under Threat 

I
ndia is the largest democratic country in the world. But 
in recent years we have deliberately lowered its dignity. 
Every passing day, the democratic set up of  the country 
is being attacked for personal gains. The trend has be-

come malignant. The situation is so grave that very recently 
the Supreme Court had to ask persons occupying high public 
office not to make any controversial statement. It’s a pity that 
the day when the Supreme Court made this remark, Bihar 
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar proudly announced ban on Pad-
mavati. The Bihar Chief  Minister reportedly stated that until 
and unless controversial scenes from the film were deleted, 
his government would not allow the film to be screened in 
the State. One can cite numerous other instances to prove the 
point that these days we are living in an intolerant society. 
We have simply forgotten that polarity is the driving force of  
India. It is time for us to realize that by fighting amongst our-
selves either in the name of  Padmavati or Indu Sarkar, we 
are actually weakening the foundation of  this great country. 
Why are we talking about Padmavati or Indu Sarkar only? 
Forget about Art & Culture, Indian plurality is being attacked 
in every sphere of  life every day. On December 1, results of  
Uttar Pradesh Municipal Commission polls will be declared. 
As the ruling party of  the State, which captured over 300 seats 
of  405 seats in the State Assembly, Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is almost certain to win this election. But in the run up 
to the poll, we witnessed efforts from the ruling party to divide 
the electorate on communal lines. Even the state’s Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath was no exception. In a meeting while 
addressing the gathering the Chief  Minister stressed that any-
one saying good about Pakistan would be crushed. Another 
BJP leader threatened a lady belonging to minority commu-
nity of  grave consequences if  she did not vote for BJP. An-
other leader of  the same party who has taken oath to uphold 
the dignity of  the Indian Constitution went a step further. He 
threatened severe punishment to all those irrespective of  caste, 
creed and religion who will not vote for the saffron party. 
It seems that there is a deliberate ploy to divide Indian so-
ciety. No one will buy the argument that it is the prevailing 
mood of  the country. So the question arises who is indulging 
in such divisive politics? Are they doing it deliberately to dam-
age the social fabric of  the country? It would not be appropri-
ate to cast any aspirations on anyone without having concrete 
proof. But over all, it can be said that everyone is contributing 
generously to finish plurality, the hallmark of  Indian society 
permanently. Forget about Yogi Adityanath or any other BJP 
leaders as they have joined politics with a particular mindset. 
But what our so called secular forces doing? The so called 
secular forces are simply condemning the incidents keeping 
an eye on their respective vote banks. They have shown no 
intention to take on the divisive forces head on, virtually leav-
ing an open field for the enemies of  the country. Till the so 
called secular and democratic forces take the fight to the op-
position camp, Indian plurality will continue to be attacked 
relentlessly and regularly.

Broken people are made whole by God’s love.

In Japan, food products are immaculately prepared and packaged. 
Not only must they taste good but they must look good too. Often 
I wonder if I am purchasing the food or the packaging! Because of 

the Japanese emphasis on good quality, products with slight defects 
are often discarded. However, in recent years wakeari products have 
gained popularity. Wakeari means “there is a reason” in Japanese. 
These products are not thrown away but are sold at a cheap price 
“for a reason”—for example, a crack in a rice cracker.

My friend who lives in Japan tells me that wakeari is also a catch-
phrase for people who are obviously less than perfect.

Jesus loves all people—including the wakeari who society casts 
aside. When a woman who had lived a sinful life learned that Jesus 
was eating at a Pharisee’s house, she went there and knelt behind 
Jesus at His feet, weeping (Luke 7:37–38). The Pharisee labeled her 
“a sinner” (v. 39), but Jesus accepted her. He spoke gently to her, 
assuring her that her sins were forgiven (v. 48).

Jesus loves imperfect, wakeari people—which includes you and 
me. And the greatest demonstration of His love for us is that “while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). As recipients of 
His love, may we be conduits of His love to the flawed people around 
us so they too may know that they can receive God’s love despite 
their imperfections.
I know I’m not perfect, Lord, so help me not to be hypocritical and 
pretend I have it all together. Open my heart to others in accept-
ance and love so that they might know Jesus’s concern for them.

BIBLE READ:   LUKE 7:36–50  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.             
    ~  Romans 5:8

DAILY
PATH

Imper fect ,  
Yet  Loved

Mao, a small border 
town between Ma-
nipur and Nagaland, 
is known as the gate-

way to Manipur. Even though 
Mao plays a significant role in the 
economy of  Manipur, producing 
a huge amount of  vegetables and 
flowers that are in high demand, all 
over Manipur and the neighbour-
ing states, Mao has never received 
its due attention. A team of  dedi-
cated scientists and students have 
been working silently for the last 
two years to display the unique bi-
oresources of  Mao to the rest of  the 
world. The idea of  organising Ma-

nipur’s 1st Cherry Blossom Festival 
was conceptualized by Prof. Dina-
bandhu Sahoo, Director, Institute 
of  Bioresources and Sustainable 
Development (IBSD), a National 
Institute of  Department of  Biotech-
nology, Government of  India, tak-
ing into confidence the Mao Village 
Council, the Mao Flower Growers’ 
Association, the district administra-
tion, ICCR, Govt of  India and vari-
ous state government departments.

Manipur’s 1st Cherry Blossom 
Festival was held during 26-28 No-
vember 2017 at Mao, which was at-
tended by more than 20,000 people 
from all over India. The venue at 

A Childline Dost is someone who 
chooses to lend a hand to Childline 
in helping children in distress and 

Childline 1098 is 24X7 emergency toll free helpline for 
children in need of  Care and Protection. Any child or 
concerned adult can dial 1098 to access emergency as-
sistance for a child in distress.

Every year in the month of  November, Childline 
carry out a weeklong national campaign “Childline 
Se Dosti Campaign” across the country. A celebration 
that commemorates the concept of  creating and provid-
ing a safe environment for our children. This annual 
campaign strives to enable people from all walks of  life 
to become important resource person in order to spread 
Childline’s message of  promoting a child friendly soci-
ety. It intends to influence and mobilize all those who 
can improve child protection and make a difference to 
children’s lives. 

Joining hands with the other Childline partners 
across the country, the Childline Kohima conducted a 
series of  activities as a part of  the campaign. The Cam-
paign is sponsored by the department of  SCERT, Naga-
land, Kohima as a commitment of  support to Childline. 
The highlights of  the campaign includes: Creating a 
child friendly corner/room in the Police Stations in Ko-
hima. True to his Childline Se Dosti Pledge, the Sr. SP 
Kohima, allotted rooms in Women Police Station and 
South Police Station for Childline to do up into child 
friendly settings. The Childline Kohima decorated the 

Cherry Blossoms as a Catalyst of 
Change for Development in North East

Childline Se Dosti Campaign

Speech of Zelhou Keyho During  
Colloquium On Clean Elections 

Kayinu Village was beautifully deco-
rated using sustainable and ecologi-
cally friendly bamboo based struc-
tures having indigenous and exotic 
flower stalls, orchids and organically 
grown fruits and vegetables, said 
Prof. Sahoo, who has been spear-
heading the Cherry Blossom move-
ment in India.

I was happy to see a lot of  ex-
citement and smiles in the face of  
the people at the jam-packed venue 
and it gives us great satisfaction that 
just two weeks back, India Inter-
national Cherry Blossom Festival 
had a footfall in excess of  100,000 
people at Shillong, Meghalaya and 
boosted their business by 200-300%. 
It was also gratifying to see 7 Cabi-
net Ministers of  the Government of  

Manipur, led by Shri N. Biren Singh, 
Hon’ble Chief  Minister of  Manipur, 
land at the festival venue, where he 
announced Rs. 70 Crores worth of  
developmental project for the area, 
which will have a greater economic 
impact in the years to come.   The 
Chief  Minister had also declared 
that from next year, the Cherry Blos-
som Festival would become a part 
of  the State Sangai Festival. Seeing 
its grand success, IBSD is planning 
to replicate a similar model in other 
states of  North East India, to bring 
peace, prosperity and sustainable 
development through Cherry Blos-
soms, in the near future, said Sahoo.

-
tainable Development

Huge foo all and 
Cherry Blossoms 
at Kayinu Village, 
Mao, Manipur.

allotted corners/rooms with child friendly pictures, 
wall paintings and child friendly catchwords etc. The 
object is to create a child friendly environment and the 
police set up less intimidating for juveniles specially 
cases of  Children in need of  Care and Protection. To 
also avert keeping child victims and children alleged 
to be in conflict with law together with regular crimi-
nals brought to Police Stations. Also, Childline Logo 
and Slogan is incorporated in the Police Digital/LED 
board of  emergency numbers placed below Police 
Head Quarter (PHQ),Kohima.

Other activities conducted are awareness cam-
paign in schools highlights of  which included intro-

duction of  Childline and its services, documentary 
film showed on child abuse, presentation on POCSO 
Act 2012 and taking the Childline Se Dosti Pledge by 
students and teachers. The Campaign wrap up with a 
recreational time with children at “Each One Teach 
One” centre, Kohima.

Childline Kohima is grateful to the department of  
SCERT, Nagaland, Kohima, Sr. Superintendent of  
Police, Kohima and colleagues, OCs of  Women and 
South Police stations, School Authorities and well 
wishers for their active support and making the cam-
paign a successful one.

Childline Kohima

Honourable Chief  Minister, 
Shri TR Zeliang, cabinet 
ministers, ministers, parlia-
mentary secretaries, mem-

bers of  the legislative assembly, public 
leaders from various organisations, 
church leaders, speakers, participants 
for today’s colloquium and NBCC 
clean election core committee mem-
bers, ladies and gentlemen present here 
today.

I greet you all in the name of  our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and wel-
come each and everyone of  you to this 
important gathering as we deliberate 
on Engaging the Powers: Colloquium 
on Clean Election.

Clean Election Campaign is an 
uphill battle but it is a worthy fight. 
The church is not playing politics by 
trying to usher in free and fair election 
in a system that has gone weary. It is 
a Holy discontent movement. I do not 
need to go on giving the commentary 
on the sad affairs of  what has become 
of  us. Everyone with a sense of  rea-
son, ethics and emotion knows that 
something is not right in our context 
when it comes to electioneering proc-
ess. However, we are finding it hard to 
come out of  it. Where have we gone 
wrong and who has taught us that 
dead people can vote?

Selfishness and greediness has tak-
en over the good and common sense 
of  respect and honour we once possess 
them as our traits. We have taught our 
people that birthright can be bought 
and now rampant selling of  birthrights 
has become very common. There is no 
sense of  fear or guilt for the buyers and 
the sellers as well.

Our Bible says, Esau and Jacob 
were twin-brothers. One day Esau, 
the elder brother of  Jacob came home 
very hungry from the field and asked 
his younger brother to serve him food. 
Jacob in his selfishness and ill intention 

forgets that Esau was his elder brother 
therefore, demands that he sells his 
birthright in exchange of  his service.

To make the long story short, 
Jacob, got the blessings of  the father 
which rightfully belongs to Esau by 
playing tricks with the second party. 
Because of  this, the relationship be-
tween the twin brothers got broken. 
Esau has no other option but to hunt 
for his brother’s life. Jacob in return 
had to run for his life. Only when the 
one who wronged the brother sought 
repentance and forgiveness things 
were set right. Jacob took the courage 
to meet his brother.

When Jacob met his brother Esau, 
this is what he said: “Seeing Your Face 
is Like Seeing the Face of  God.” Only 
after his admittance the relationship 
between the twin brothers restored. We 
must restore the broken relationship 
for this to go right.

There is also another story of  two 
brothers; Cain and Abel. In this story 
Cain murdered Abel because God ac-
cepted his offering. And when God de-
manded to know what has happened 
to his brother Abel, Cain gave a very 
arrogant answer without admitting his 
fault:

“I Don’t Know, He Replied ‘Am I 
My Brother’s Keeper?’” You as lead-
ers cannot evade the responsibility, you 
must face the truth.
Two choices lie for us:
Begin the journey of  courage to bring 
change like Jacob.

Remain in our arrogance and not 
own the responsibility like Cain.

We talk of  back door appointments 
but coming to power through our elec-
tion system has become the front door 
of  all frustrations, disappointments 
and evils. But we can change and we 
must muster the will to change if  not 
for our own sake for the sake of  our 

younger generations. If  we don’t we 
will all perish like fools and people will 
trample on us.

There are two school of  thoughts 
when it comes to change. Change from 
the bottom-up; and change from the 
top-down. We have even played the 
blaming game who should change 
first. The politicians blaming the con-
stituents and the constituents blaming 
the politicians. Where will the blam-
ing game stop? This has caused us to 
forget what is right and what is wrong. 
We are rationale being and if  we do 
not use our reasoning power to bring 
change, what value is there to call our-
selves as a Christian majority state. 
Can’t we become an advocate of  what 
is right rather than trying to continue 
to do what is wrong by any means?

Nagaland has become a land of  
happenings. We seem to be covering 
up issues and problems that are hap-
pening daily without solving or finding 
our way out. This has doubled our bur-
den leading people to become sceptical 
of  the things we do.

For those who are at the helm of  
power we must take the responsibil-
ity to set the system right. We must 
learn to listen not only with our ears 
but also with our intellect, our heart 
and our eyes. We must not think that 
people are complaining unnecessarily 
and take them lightly. They are speak-
ing their mind because the system has 
failed them. We have broken our prom-
ises, we have forgotten them.

The time is coming, those in the 
helm of  power will go back to your 
constituents. Be like Jacob, make 
things right and don’t make another 
blatant mistake. Don’t be arrogant 
like Cain but be your brother’s keep-
er. Feel their pulse, their agony and 
their suffering and act justly and ex-
ercise God’s given wisdom. If  that is, 
you are sure that God has called you 

to be a leader.
Clean Election Campaign is not 

a new thing. Our people has become 
negative and sceptical not because they 
are born to be that way but because 
they have seen enough. It is in your 
hand to spin the wheel to positivity by 
speaking the truth doing what is right 
and loving justice. Until we do that the 
negative spin will continue.

In conclusion, as head of  the Bap-
tist Churches in Nagaland, let me say 
this. And I other friends from other de-
nominations who are present here will 
also be in consonant with this state-
ment. The church is not against any 
political party or parties but as Chris-
tian candidates and all of  you are, 
guard your faith, do not sell your po-
litical will to political parties that seek 
to destroy your faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Remember, before you become 
a politician you are first a Christian. 
Do not be deceived that development 
will come with any political party. If  
we remain true and are honest no one 
can stop development. To be or not to 
be is within us and in us. Do not give 
false witness or make false promises 
and don’t try to bite what you cannot 
chew and digest.

Let me conclude with a verse from 
the Bible which is relevant for our gath-
ering today.

Esther 4:14
“For if  you remain silent at this time, 
relief  and deliverance for the Jews will 
arise from another place, but you and 
your father’s family will perish. And 
who knows but that you have come to 
royal position for such a time as this?”

God bless you all.
For me to live is Christ...
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Out with the old 
and in with the new! That seems to be your 
mantra for the day, especially where your home 
is concerned. Your energy and motivation are 

high. If  anyone can execute a complete one-day redecora-
tion, you can. But even you can get hurt when trying to 
move a sofa by yourself. Enlist help, but be careful not to 
work them too hard. Not everyone has your energy!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Don’t look 
a gift horse in the mouth, as the saying goes. 
You’re likely to receive some good news today. 
Don’t second-guess it, or worry if  you’re wor-

thy of  it. Accept it for what it is, though it might be worth 
taking some time to consider why you feel unworthy in 
the first place.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Are you one of  
those people who thinks that your bank account 
can’t be overdrawn as long as you still have 
checks in your checkbook? As bad as you think 

your financial situation is, your problems are easily rec-
onciled. It’s not that you’re spending more money than 
you have, but that you’re not keeping track of  what you 
spend. Better recordkeeping will help ease your anxiety.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today is good 
for relationships. Regardless of  whether it’s 
personal or professional, you can expect good 
things to happen. You may be called upon to 

participate in an unusual group project and strike up some 
potentially beautiful friendships. At home your mate may 
be especially thoughtful and demonstrative. You radiate 
an aura of  love and warmth, and people respond in kind.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You deserve a day off. 
Why not play hooky from your duties and sur-
round yourself with beautiful works of art? Better 
yet, try to create some yourself. Admit it, you’ve 

been hankering to try a creative endeavor. Why not begin to-
day? Your creativity and intuition are at an all-time high. The 
combination might produce something of real merit.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You have an excit-
ing, intense day in store. Your curiosity is at a 
peak, and today it combines with a vivid imagi-
nation. This makes you ideally suited for medi-

cal research projects, as it gives you the ability to make 
connections among seemingly disparate themes. Regard-
less of  your profession, you can expect to see the world in 
an entirely new way today.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): It’s likely that 
you’ve been working too hard and too long. 
Don’t you think the time has come for a bit of  
a break? Even if  you manage to drag yourself  

out of  bed, you’re unlikely to accomplish much. When 
your heart isn’t in it, it’s difficult for your mind to work. A 
few days of  rest and relaxation will rejuvenate you. Per-
haps you should take a short jaunt out of  town.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): It’s time 
to expand your horizons. No more waiting 
around for events to change of  their own ac-
cord. You’ve grown up enough to realize that 

if  change is going to happen, you have to make it happen. 
As a result, today is busier than most as you begin to ex-
ecute all those ideas you’ve been thinking about.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): As 
much as you want to change your financial situ-
ation, don’t act rashly. If  there are several op-
tions to choose from, you’re advised to refrain 

from making any decision until your thoughts have crys-
tallized. If  you feel in a hurry to make progress, you can 
record your options so you have them to review in the 
light of  a clearer day.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Try as 
you might, you may spend the better part of  
the day with your foot in your mouth. It’s one 
of  those days when anything you say to clear 

up the confusion only confuses matters more. You want 
to spend a fun evening with friends but fear you’ll only 
make matters worse. Your friends love you even on days 
when your social skills aren’t at their peak!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Just because 
you’re stressed now doesn’t mean that you 
need to be stressed tomorrow, or the rest of  the 
day for that matter. There are steps you can 

take to soothe your troubled soul. Stop, close your eyes, 
and relax into some deep breaths. You’ll be surprised by 
how refreshing these few moments can be. Why not try it?

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your tendency is 
to rush headlong into a new project. Not every-
one is caught up in your enthusiasm. Be care-
ful not to steamroll over those you care about 

most. Your partner, especially, feels a bit miffed and left 
out at the moment. Do what you can to soothe any ruf-
fled feathers. It might be time to set aside your project in 
favor of  a romantic outing.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Saket Suman | IANS

Tomas Engelthaler and Thomas T Hills | Aeon

Not Child’s Play: The Craft of Designing a Book Cover

Porridge is Funnier Than Oatmeal, and Booby is Funnier Still 

Writing a full-length book, simply 
put, is not everybody’s cup of  tea. 
It demands one creative person to 
sit down for hours, day after day, 

and allow his/her thoughts to play with words. 
But what about designing a book cover? That 
seems easy; after all, it is only a matter of  putting 
the title of  the book on some pictures. Or so we 
think.

They say that the best of  writers are those 
who are born with a knack for writing, but even 
the best of  book designers, no matter how crea-
tive they are, have to train themselves in the art 
to thrive in the industry. Once inside the boiling 
pot of  publishing, they are faced with unheard 
questions like what’s an A format or how do you 
calculate a spine?

The entire process of  book designing is a 
matter of  patience. Or at least this is what Bhavi 
Mehta thought when she bagged a “six-month 
internship” at Penguin India. A fresh graduate 
from the National Institute of  Fashion Technol-
ogy (NIFT), these six months shaped her career.

Initially, she was only making back covers 
and spines for backlist titles, but after almost 
two weeks, she was assigned a title to design by 
herself. It was a hardback by Anita Nair titled 
“Goodnight and Godbless”. Here was her big 
opportunity; she had to be at her creative best.

“The brief  was straight; it had to look gifty. 
Not quite knowing how to make it look ‘gifty’, 
I started by reading the manuscript, a practice 
which I stick to till date. For me, reading the 
manuscript is the most crucial block in design-
ing a jacket. As I read, I often make notes and 
doodles, trying to unlock motifs and images 
from the text. After a bunch of  drafts, water 
colour and illustration attempts, it was decided 
to take the photographic route for the jacket,” 
Mehta told this correspondent about her first 
assignment.

She said she is not “very proud” of  her ear-
lier works, but it was indeed a great learning 
process. Mehta was offered a full-time job at the 
end of  her internship and she happily accepted 
it. Five years later, in 2013, she decided to pur-
sue book designing independently and has since 
worked with Hachette Books, Harper Collins, 
Bloomsbury India and Amazon.

Popular calligrapher and graphic designer 
Nikheel Aphale’s tryst with book covers also be-
gan on a somewhat similar note. After quitting 

his full-time job, Aphale wanted to pursue callig-
raphy and sent his calligraphy blog link to design 
studios, agencies, publication houses and others 
who could be interested in collaboration.

“Penguin offered me a cover and they really 
liked what I did. I enjoyed the process and its 
outcome too. Since then it’s been an absolute de-
lightful journey. Now I am designing covers for 
almost all leading publications in India,” said the 
calligrapher. But even so, “I am a graphic design-
er and calligrapher by profession and designing 
book covers was never a conscious decision”.

Most designers agree that one does not need 
to take any specific training or course to become 
a successful book designer; it is more about one’s 
creativity and how well one manages to sharpen 
it. However, many designers that IANS spoke to 
feel that sometimes “degree and certificate” are 
given preference over “creativity and niche”.

They suggested that having done a course in 
designing is always an added advantage and, be-
sides, it adds some amount of  exposure to one’s 
works.

Aphale graduated in applied arts and then 
pursued a Masters in graphic design from the 
National Institute of  Design (NID), Ahmeda-
bad. “Designing book covers is like designing a 
poster or a packaging, basically communicating 
the essence or message of  the book. Content and 
target audience always decide the look of  the 
cover,” he said.

Kunal Kundu, who has designed the cov-
ers for Krishna Udayashankar’s “The Arya-
varta Chronicles” published by Hachette India, 
says that a combined course on Illustration and 
Graphic Design would certainly help. But inborn 
creativity is that one thing, according to Kundu, 
which will do the magic.

“Schools are good for honing your skills, but 
being visually creative is a prerequisite of  a great 
book cover designer or for any art for that mat-
ter,” Kundu said.

As from the publishers’ perspective, an ideal 
book designer doesn’t really need to have a par-
ticular degree as such, but he/she should have an 
ideal body of  work to impress the editors. What 
matters is how he deals with the subject when it 
is presented to him.

Publishers said that the designers have the 
daunting task of  listening to the author and the 
assigned editor -- two people who are not always 
on the same page -- and then use his or her cre-
ativity to maintain a balance between what at-
tracts the reader and what works best in accord-
ance with the content of  the book.

Which word is funnier: 
porridge or oatmeal?’ 
This is the question one 
of  us recently posed to 

the other. Clearly, the notion was in-
sane. Surely finding something funny 
requires context – a skateboarding 
dog or the feeling of  shock as a co-
median cashes in on the buildup of  a 
joke. Then again, maybe not. If  words 
were funny on their own, it would vi-
olate every major theory of  humour 
that has ever been posed. We’re talk-
ing about a simple truth that would 
have philosophers from Plato and 
Arthur Schopenhauer to George 
Carlin rolling in their graves. If  por-
ridge were funnier than oatmeal, that 
would be earthshattering, because it 
would overturn everything everyone 
has ever said about humour.

Consider one of  the oldest theo-
ries of  humour, the superiority theory. 
For Plato the purpose of  humour was 
to show one’s superiority over an-
other. A slave could laugh at the first-
world problems of  his owner. And the 
owner could laugh at the funny way 
his slave talked. Both, Plato argued 
in the Laws, were simplistic and im-
moral: humour was an evil enjoyment 
of  another’s fate. That idea hardly 
died with Plato. Thousands of  years 
later, in Human Nature (1650), Tho-
mas Hobbes referred to laughter as a 
‘sudden Glory’ arising as the result of  
feeling one’s ‘Eminency’ over the ‘In-
firmity of  others’.

Aristotle had poo-pooed the idea 
of  superiority, and instead proposed 
his own more superior idea, claiming 
in the Poetics that amusement lay in 
the ludicrousness of  our surround-
ings. He argued that laughing at com-
edy is harmless; we all have a moral 
compass that tells us when to stop. A 
clear distinction was made between 
tragedy and comedy. While both 

show that the hero made an error, 
tragedies evoke sorrow and pity in the 
audience, and the story spins towards 
a destructive end. Meanwhile, com-
edies provoke ridicule and laughter, 
and their outcome lacks the morbid 
downfall of  someone we root for.

This idea of  painless humour at 
absurdity has evolved into what we 
now call theories of  incongruity-res-
olution. These highlight the fact that 
each one of  us has an internal world. 
As we grow and learn, we build a 
web of  expectations – a model of  the 
world that we carry around inside of  
us. We know, for instance, that dogs 
are mostly silent, save for their bark. 
A conflict between what we know 
and what we actually experience is 
an incongruity. And it can be funny: 
imagine waking up to find your dog 
holding forth about the plummeting 
price of  gold.

One of  the most prominent of  
the incongruity-resolution theories is 
called benign-violation, which basi-
cally states its recipe in its name. Fun-
ny is an unexpected event that doesn’t 
hurt you. In 2010, the behavioural 
scientists A Peter McGraw and Caleb 
Warren noted that we appreciate hu-
mour when a violation of  norms hap-
pens, but such a violation also needs 
to be non-serious. A situation can be 
benign in different ways. We can re-
fer to something that happened long 
ago – such as laughing at a failed re-
lationship (we’ve all been there). We 
can joke about people we don’t im-
mediately know, about events that are 
happening far away, or about values 
we don’t treasure deeply. Mix the in-
gredients, and you have humour. I 
just found out I’m colourblind. The 
diagnosis came completely out of  the 
purple.

The sheer amount of  humour the-
ories is fascinating. In The Expression 

of  the Emotions in Man and Animals 
(1872), Charles Darwin compared 
humour to the ‘tickling of  the mind’. 
Essays such as Herbert Spencer’s 
‘The Physiology of  Laughter’ (1860) 
and Sigmund Freud’s ‘Humour’ 
(1928) have suggested that humour 
is our body’s way of  releasing built-
up stress – a means of  getting rid of  
excess arousal in a harmless, accept-
able form. It all shows how intricate 
humour is, relating to a wide variety 
of  psychological situations. We laugh 
at our children’s heroic successes in 
the kindergarten playground and at 
the audacity of  our bad luck, standing 
in the basement ankle-deep in water 
when the lights go out. And we can 
laugh ourselves to pieces merely at the 
laughter of  others.
But what does that say about porridge?
In a 2016 study by the psychologist 
Chris Westbury at the University of  
Alberta and colleagues, nonsense 
words, such as octeste and heashes, 
were presented to people who were 
then asked to judge how funny they 
were. Using a measure of  entropy 
to calculate how unlikely a made-up 
word was in relation to English, West-
bury was able to predict how funny 
words would be. Gibberish closely 
resembling English words seems fa-
miliar, whereas a completely bizarre 
combination of  letters seems utterly 
foreign. It turns out that the stranger 
the word, the funnier it was rated.

Strangeness might lie in the eye of  
the beholder. If  your name were Oc-
teste, you might not find it funny. But 
what if  your name were some kind 
of  breakfast cereal? To our surprise, 
no one had ever asked this important 
scientific question before: exactly how 
funny is porridge? Given the advances 
in computing and crowdsourcing, we 
decided to ask people: how funny is 
porridge on a scale from 1 to 5? This 
was a meticulous job. Investigating 
the humour of  porridge is no laugh-

ing matter. After compiling a pool of  
4,997 words that were frequently used 
in previous studies, we created indi-
vidual questionnaires and sent those 
out to 1,000 people like you. In a cou-
ple of  days, the results were back.

The funniest word? Booty. Fol-
lowed by tit, booby, hooter, nitwit, 
twit and waddle. Nearly everyone 
agreed that these words are pretty 
funny. On the other hand, people also 
agreed on what is not funny. Torture, 
torment, gunshot, death and war. 
What causes a word on our list to be 
funny? The less common a word was, 
the funnier it was rated. This is true 
across a variety of  frequency meas-
ures, including US and UK book cor-
pora, as well as movie subtitles. When 
we’re not familiar with a word, it feels 
funnier – similarly to seeing dogs talk 
commodity prices or an octeste chow-

ing down on heashes.
However, low frequency isn’t 

enough to make a word funny. It also 
has to be a word that isn’t too negative. 
This is in agreement with the benign-
violation theory – if  a situation is seri-
ous, we will rarely find it funny. Talk-
ing about death and torture is nothing 
to be amused about. But you can talk 
about booty torture or twit torment, 
and then you have something funny 
again. We have no idea why that is.

Why did we do all this in the first 
place? Is it really important to know 
that booty is funnier than hooter? 
The answer is a resounding yes. Peo-
ple often say that laughter is the best 
medicine, but medicine for what? 
Some evidence suggests it is powerful 
for coping with stress and processing 
negative life events. Other evidence 
suggests that those who laugh also 

have a healthier self-perception. If  
you can laugh, you nurture a posi-
tive side of  your personality, leading 
to higher psychological and physical 
wellbeing. Understanding humour is 
understanding ourselves. The human 
mind is easily one of  the most com-
plex dwellings in the Universe, and it 
also happens to be the address where 
your ‘you’ lives. If  we can understand 
what makes us laugh, then we might 
just get to peel back a bit of  the wall-
paper, and see what we’re really made 
of. And above all else, it answers a 
very serious breakfast-table question: 
porridge IS funnier than oatmeal. But 
you knew that already.

(Tomas Engelthaler is a psychologist 
at the University of  Warwick in 

Coventry, UK. Thomas T Hills is 
professor of  psychology at the University 

of  Warwick in Coventry, UK. )

Unsung heroes of  the  
publishing industry
Of all the aspects that go into shaping the 
fate of  any given book, its cover, apart from 
the merit of  the title, is perhaps the most 
significant. In today’s times, when the cali-
bre of  a novel is based on its Instagram likes 
and Facebook shares, “do not judge a book 
by its cover” is nearly lost in time. And yet, 
the faces behind these covers are the real 
unsung heroes of  the publishing industry. 
How are the book covers created and who 
creates them?

The process usually begins with a brief-
ing. The editor-in-charge, after consulta-
tions with the author, presents a few ideas 
to the art director. It consists of  book di-
mensions, a synopsis of  the book, the edi-
tor’s/sales inputs, author’s suggestions and 
sometimes references to other covers in the 
same category. The brief  is sent to the art 
director, who then assigns it to a designer.

A couple of years ago, for example, Pen-
guin India was planning to rejacket all seven 
books in the Vikram Seth’s poetry series. 
And the designer handling the project was 
Bhavi Mehta. She started out by taking some 
time off and immersing herself in the books.

As Mehta read, she knew exactly what 
the books demanded -- “something sublime 
that rang true to his writing” -- and thus 
came up with a few probable sketches in 
her mind.

“My initial idea was to get a new il-
lustrator on board for every book and 
commission an illustration for each of  the 
seven books. But due to shortage of  time 
and budget I decided to go with sourcing 
the right illustration for each book. There 
was one catch (there almost always is): To 
find seven illustrations by seven artists that 
were different and yet came together as one 
cohesive whole.

“After browsing through hundreds of  il-
lustrations by artists all over the world and 
a couple of  weeks’ hard work, the final sev-
en were selected and approved by everyone. 
Next was the Herculean task of  clearing 
permissions for all, which took another two 
weeks. This was one of  the most gratifying 
projects I have been lucky to be a part of,” 
Mehta, well known in the book designing 
world, had earlier told this correspondent.

But it is not just as easy as it seems. 
What if  the proposed covers were rejected 
by the author, editor-in-charge or anybody 
up the hierarchy? At the end of  the day, a 
designer’s job is to serve the author’s body 
of  work in the best possible manner. How-
ever, it’s equally important for a designer 
to not just blindly do as they are told and 
find the right balance on what works for 
the book and what looks good. There are 
some books for which there have been as 
many as 30-40 drafts and yet the final cover 
ended up being the first draft that the de-
signer made.

When all drafts for a particular jacket 
are “killed” at the editorial meeting, the 
designer goes back to the drawing board 
and starts afresh. Sometimes the process is 
tiring and involves drafts after drafts, until 
they reach a cover, which, if  not liked, is at 
least approved by all.

“You never know which draft might be 
the final one and you try and make each 
draft your best one. It can get frustrating 
when you feel that you’ve done the right 
work and then it gets rejected, not because 
it’s a bad design but on a mere whim. Such 
covers that may never see the light of  day, 
usually end up in a folder on my computer 
called Morgue,” Mehta explained.

Once the draft is approved, it is fine-
tuned and sent to the author for final ap-

proval. The author’s suggestions, in most 
instances, are accommodated. The jacket is 
then art-worked, which means it is laid out 
with proper dimensions/margins/bleeds 
and the text is flown in.

Once the cover is fully laid out, it goes 
through rounds of  copy checking by the 
editor-in-charge till the text is all in place. 
After it is copy-checked, a jacket is ready 
to be sent for production. At this stage the 
designer and the production team try and 
decide on post-production of  the book in 
terms of  paper to be used, any effects such 
as emboss/UV and the final finish of  the 
cover. All of  this, of  course, is subject to the 
budget of  a book. After this, the cover fi-
nally goes to print.

A few weeks later, you enter a bookshop 
and are immediately attracted to a particu-
lar book. You know it but you don’t say 
out loud, that it is often just the book cover 
that propels you to pick one particular book 
from a shelf  of  hundreds of  books in the 
bookshop that houses several such shelves.

Coincidentally, the long list of  the Third 
Oxford Bookstore Book Cover Prize will be 
announced at the Oxford Bookstore here 
on Thursday followed by a panel discus-
sion on “Visual Language: Judging Books 
by the Covers”.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)
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Union Minister for Defence, Nirmala Sitharaman with Defence Minister of Singapore, Ng Eng Hen 
making a statement after their bilateral talks in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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Ivanka Trump, daughter and adviser of the US President, gestures while speaking during the 
inauguration of the Global Entrepreneurship Summit 2017 in Hyderabad.

PTI

Would encourage Indian Naval ships 
to come to Singapore – Ng Eng Hen 

Ivanka calls for ensuring access 
to capital for women entrepreneurs

Row over Rahul Gandhi shown as ‘non-Hindu’ in Somnath temple list

KOPARDI RAPE: Three convicts get death penalty

Snehlata Shrivastava 
is first woman 
Secretary General 
of Lok Sabha

Flies in Tejas, lauds fighter 
New Delhi ,  Nov.  29 
(IANS): Singapore Defence 
Minister Ng Eng Hen on 
Wednesday said he would 
“encourage” Indian Naval 
ships to visit Changi Naval 
Base in Singapore, close to 
the South China Sea, more 
often.

He also said that Singa-
pore wants more activities 
in both the Strait of  Ma-
lacca and Andaman Sea.

Ng was speaking at a 
joint press conference with 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman after holding 
the second Singapore-India 
Defence Ministers Dialogue 
here, where the two nations 
concluded a bilateral agree-
ment for naval cooperation.

Asked if  Singapore 
would allow operational 
turnaround to Indian Naval 
ships at their naval base, 
Ng said: “I would respond 
categorically -- I would not 
just be comfortable, I would 
encourage the Indian Navy 
to visit Changi Naval Base 
more often.”

Ng said the bilateral na-
val agreement signed by the 
two countries on Wednes-
day had provision for logis-

tics support.
“The bilateral naval 

agreement has provision for 
mutual logistics support. 
We will exercise and patrol 
in your waters as do in ours. 
We try to economise and 
support each other,” he said.

Calling the Strait of Ma-
lacca and Indian Ocean 
key lines of  communica-
tion, the Minister said it 

“makes sense for countries 
to cooperate not only to 
establish maritime security 
but to maintain freedom 
of  navigation. Because we 
know it is the lifeline for 
economies.”

“I think I speak on be-
half  of  both countries, we 
want to see more participa-
tion and activity in both 
Strait of  Malacca and An-

daman Sea,” he said.
A joint statement issued 

by the two countries said the 
India-Singapore Bilateral 
Naval Agreement will lead 
to increased cooperation 
in maritime security, joint 
exercises, temporary de-
ployments.

The two sides reaf-
firmed the importance of  
freedom of navigation and 

Hyderabad, Nov. 29 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump’s daughter and his advisor Ivanka 
Trump on Wednesday called for closing the gen-
der gap in workforce by providing women better 
access to capital and ensuring better representa-
tion in high-value industries. She underlined the 
need for more progressive policies to address the 
stagnation which set in a decade ago in closing the 
gender gap. She also noted that women dominate 
those sectors of the economy which are underval-
ued financially.

Ivanka Trump was speaking at a session on 
the second day of Global Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit A(GES) on Wednesday.

The session on ‘We can do it! Innovations in 
workforce development ad skills training’ had 
Cherie Blair, Founder, Cherie Blair Foundation 
for Women; Chanda Kochhar, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO, ICICI Bank and Karen Quintos, 
Chief  Customer Officer, Dell EMC as other 
panellists. 

Telangana’s Minister for Information Technol-
ogy, Industries and Commerce K.T. Rama Rao 
was the moderator.

The speakers were unanimous that women 
need to be empowered through education, skill 
development and access to capital.

Ivanka Trump spoke about the inadequate 
representation of  women in higher education 
fields in the US. Only 13 per cent of  engineers 
and 20 per cent computer science professionals 
are women.

The White House advisor listed out the steps 
being taken by the Trump administration to help 
close the gender gap in fields of Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math (STEM). Another 
initiative encourages successful entrepreneurs to 
mentor young men and women.

Describing technology as a greater driver of  
entrepreneurship, she said it was reducing barriers 
to start business and creating flexibility. “Technol-
ogy offers tremendous opportunities to women 
entrepreneurs,” she said.

Cherie Blair said inadequate access to capital 
is the biggest problem faced by women entrepre-
neurs. She also stressed the need for giving options 
to women and the support required in terms of  
policies and eco-system. Chanda Kochhar was of  
the opinion that women should have confidence 

Gandhinagar, Nov. 29 
(IANS): In a major goof-
up, the media coordina-
tor of  Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday wrote “non-
Hindu” against the name 
of  the Congress Vice Presi-
dent in the register of  the 
famed Somnath temple, 
leading the BJP to pounce 
on it as evidence that Gan-
dhi is “not a Hindu”.

Rahul Gandhi’s media 
coordinator Manoj Tyagi 
later clarified that he had 
entered the Congress lead-
er’s name in the register as 

a means to take along his 
entire delegation inside 
that included security per-
sonnel and media persons.

The Congress Vice 
President, who arrived on 
Wednesday on a two-day 
visit to the poll-bound state 
of  Gujarat, was to pay 
a visit to the temple for 
prayers before beginning 
his election campaign in 
Saurashtra region. 

Ahead of  the visit, 
Manoj Tyagi made an 
entry in the register for 
Ahmed Patel, a non-Hin-

du, who was to accompany 
the Congress Vice Presi-
dent inside the temple, and 
also wrote the name of  Ra-
hul Gandhi in the register.

The BJP tried to make 
an issue of  this faux pas, 
pouncing on this opportu-
nity to corner the Gandhi 
scion. 

The saffron party is 
worried about the soft 
Hindutva line that Rahul 
Gandhi has been following 
in his several visits to the 
state, which are being seen 
as a successful tactic in the 

election-bound state. 
The BJP stated that, 

“The Congress has always 
tried to project Rahul Gan-
dhi as a Hindu. But the 
fact is that he is not. Rahul 
has visited over 20 tem-
ples of  multiple Hindu 
deities since October. The 
Congress has been lying. 
The entry shows that he is 
not an Hindu,” said Raju 
Dhruv, BJP spokesperson 
in Saurashtra region.

Manoj Tyagi on his 
part later issued a state-
ment that he had just en-

tered Gandhi’s name in 
the register in order to take 
media personnel inside the 
temple and not of  Rahul 
Gandhi or Ahmed Patel. 
“These would have been 
added later,” he said in the 
statement.

Somnath temple, lo-
cated on the shores of  the 
Arabian sea on the south-
ern most part of  Gujarat, 
is revered by Hindus and 
enshrines the first of  12 
‘jyotirlings’ of  Lord Shiva. 
Through a notice in June 
2015 the Shree Somnath 

Trust (SST) - the institu-
tion managing the temple 
-- had made it mandatory 
for non-Hindus to seek 
permission of  the Trust 
before entering the main 
temple. 

Former Gujarat Chief  
Minister Keshubhai Patel 
is incumbent chairman 
of  the Trust, while Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
BJP National president 
Amit Shah and retired 
Chief  Secretary of  Gu-
jarat, P.K. Laheri, are its 
trustees.

New Delhi, Nov. 29 (IANS): Sneh-
lata Shrivastava, a 1982-batch retired 
IAS officer of the Madhya Pradesh 
cadre, was on Wednesday appointed 
the first woman Secretary General 
of the Lok Sabha.

The appointment was made 
by Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan, an official release said. 
Shrivastava will replace Anoop 
Mishra, who is retiring on Novem-
ber 30.  Shrivastava, a senior civil 
servant with 35 years of rich and var-
ied administrative experience, will 
have the rank and status of Cabinet 
Secretary with effect from December 
1. She has held several important 
positions in the Madhya Pradesh 
government as well as at the Centre. 

Shrivastava has served as Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice and also as Special/Additional 
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance. 
She has also held several senior 
positions in the Madhya Pradesh 
government, including as Principal 
Secretary in the ministries of Culture 
and Parliamentary Affairs.

Ahmednagar (Maharashtra), Nov. 29 
(IANS): A Special Court on Wednes-
day awarded death sentence to all three 
accused convicted in the rape and bru-
tal murder of a 15-year-old schoolgirl 
in Kopardi village in Maharashtra’s 
Ahmednagar district in 2016.

Jitendra alias Pappu Babulal 
Shinde, 26, Santosh Gorkha Bhawal, 
30, and Nitin Gopinath Bhailume, 28, 
were sentenced to death for rape, con-
spiracy, murder and other crimes, Spe-
cial Public Prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam 
told the media after the verdict.

Earlier, finding them guilty on 

November 18, Ahmednagar District 
and Sessions Judge Suvarna Keole, 
pronounced the verdict under the 
Protection of  Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act before a packed 
courtroom.

The judge has allowed the convicts 
to appeal before the Bombay High 
Court.

“We shall challenge not only the 
verdict but the entire proceedings 
before the High Court, the lapses and 
other issues on which we have already 
given our written submission to the Ses-
sions Court,” the lawyers for Bhawal, 

Balasaheb Khopade and Vijayalaxmi 
Khopade, told IANS.

The crime took place on July 13, 
2016 when the 15-year-old was ab-
ducted, raped, mutilated and killed, 
sparking off  a casteist and political 
furore in Maharashtra.

That evening, the Class 9 student 
was out to fetch some spices from 
her grandmother’s home in the same 
village.

“Justice has finally been done. My 
daughter will never return. This is the 
real tribute to my daughter. We are 
grateful to (Ujjwal) Nikam Saheb,” 

the victim’s mother said before break-
ing down inconsolably outside the 
courtroom.

Nikam said: “The prime accused 
Shinde has been convicted and fined 
for committing the offences of moles-
tation, rape and brutal murder while 
the other two, Bhawal and Bhailume, 
provoked him (Shinde), encouraged, 
conspired and abetted in the crimes.”

The verdict has been hailed across 
the political spectrum.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
said the trial was conducted in a record 
time and it would serve as a warning 

to all rapists.
Opposition leader Radhakrishna 

Vikhe-Patil (Congress) said: “Justice 
at last.”

State Congress President Ashok 
Chavan said the trial could be con-
ducted so fast because of the changes 
in the law effected by the UPA govern-
ment after the heinous ‘Nirbhaya’ case 
of 2012.

AIMIM legislator Imtiaz Jaleel 
demanded that the convicts should 
be hanged in a public place with live 
telecast -- as in some Arab countries.

A large number of people staged a 

noisy protest outside the court demand-
ing that the death sentence verdict be 
implemented as soon as possible to 
serve as a warning to potential offend-
ers.

Several political leaders demanded 
that the verdict should be taken up 
for confirmation hearing by the Bom-
bay High Court on priority and the 
sentence of the lower court should be 
upheld.

The trial in the case - with the 
victim dubbed as Maharashtra’s ‘Nir-
bhaya’ - started before the fast-track 
Special Court on December 20, 2016.

Kolkata, Nov. 28 (IANS): Singapore Defence Minister 
Ng Eng Hen on Tuesday flew in India’s indigenous 
fighter aircraft Tejas, and called it a “very good plane”.

“Privileged to be flown on the Tejas, India’s own 
designed and manufactured fighter aircraft. A very good 
plane,” the Singapore minister said in a tweet.

Ng was flown in the plane at the Indian Air Force 
Station in Kalaikunda (West Bengal), the Defence 
Ministry said. The flight, around half-an-hour long, 
was piloted by Air Vice Marshal A.P. Singh, the Project 
Director, Flight Testing at the Aeronautical Develop-
ment Agency.

Two Tejas aircraft were flown in from Bengalure 
to Kalaikunda, where a joint training is on between 
the IAF and Republic of Singapore Air Force, which 
has flown in six F-16C/Ds. The IAF has fielded its 
Sukhoi-30 fighter jets.

Ng, on a day’s visit to Kalaikunda, was received at 
the air base by Eastern Air Command chief, Air Mar-
shal Anil Khosla.

Talking to reporters at the airbase, he called Tejas 
an “excellent aircraft” and said it is “very impressive”.

He however did not confirm if Singapore has ex-
pressed any interest in buying the fighter.

“I am not a pilot... it is for the technical people to 
take a call on it,” he said.

trade consistent with inter-
national laws. This comes in 
the backdrop of China’s in-
creased aggression in South 

China Sea and the increased 
presence of Chinese Naval 
ships and submarines in the 
Indian Ocean.

SC’s ‘no’ to guidelines on enforcing 
penal provision in dowry cases
New Delhi, Nov. 29 (IANS): The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday said it can’t frame guidelines on how to 
inves gate cases of dowry harassment as it will amount 
to going beyond the statutory provisions.
Chief Jus ce Dipak Misra, Jus ce A.M. Khanwilkar 

and Jus ce D.Y. Chandrachud said this indica ng it will 
revisit the judgement by a two-judge bench which had 
directed the forma on of a commi ees to scru nize the 
complaints of dowry harassment before police act on 
them. The two-judge bench headed by Jus ce A.K. Goel 
had laid the guidelines to be followed in dealing with the 
complaints of dowry harassment.
As two amicus curiae, senior counsel V. Shekhar 

and Indu Malhotra, sought the stay of judgement under 
which the guidelines were framed, the court said it “may 
accept or overrule it”.

The guidelines were framed on how police should 
proceed in cases of dowry harrassment under Sec on 
498A of the Indian Penal Code. However, the court said 
the guidelines were not required for the implementa-
on of startutory porovision 498A dealing with dowry 

harassment.

114 rail accidents since  
April 2010 kill 226
Lucknow, Nov. 29 (IANS): A total of 114 train accidents 
in the Northern Railway network since April 2010 led 
to 226 deaths and injuries to 365 persons, an RTI reply 
has revealed.
In the reply, Northern Railway officials said inquiry 

into 110 accidents had been completed while reports in 
the remaining cases were awaited, social ac vist Nutan 
Thakur, who filed the Right to Informa on query, told 
IANS on Wednesday.
The Railways suffered Rs 27.2 crore loss due to these 

accidents. Of the 110 cases, no railway staff was found 
responsible for the accidents in 79 cases or around 72 
per cent. In other cases, 172 railway personnel were 
handed out punishment, including dismissal in 24 cases 
and compulsory re rement in four cases.

Ivanka’s compliment on poverty 
allevia on was for UPA – Chidambaram
New Delhi, Nov 28 (IANS): Senior Congress leader and 
former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram on Tuesday 
said that US President Donald Trump’s daughter Ivanka’s 
compliment about India li ing 130 million of its ci zens 
out of poverty referred to the achievement of the previ-
ous UPA government.
“When Ivanka Trump said that India had li ed 130 

million people out of poverty she was referring to the 
UPA government’s period of 2004 to 2014 (the number 
was 140 million),” he said in a tweet.
The senior Congress leader’s reac on came in the 

wake of Ivanka Trump’s compliment in which she said, 
“The people of India have li ed more than 130 million 
ci zens out of poverty. All of you are helping India’s 
middle class reach its goal of becoming 500 million 
people by 2030.”
Chidambaram also took on Assam Chief Minister 

Sarbananda Sonowal for his remarks that the North 
Eastern state has become terrorist-free.
“If Assam is a terrorist-free State and there is no 

law and order problem (as the CM claimed) why has 
the state government declared the whole state as ‘a 
disturbed area’?,” he asked in another tweet.
Sonowal said on Monday that Assam is now a 

“terrorist-free” state and does not have any law and 
order problem.

Panaji municipality bans prayers on 
loudspeaker at Muslim graveyard
Panaji, Nov. 29 (IANS): Recital of prayers by loudspeak-
ers at one of the largest Muslim burial grounds here has 
been banned by an order issued by the city municipal 
corpora on. Panaji Corpora on Commissioner Ajit Roy, 
in an order issued here earlier this week, has said that 
the order was passed in order to prevent breach of 
peace and tranquility in nearby areas.
“It has been brought to the no ce from surround-

ing area at St. Inez, Panaji, that the prayers are carried 
out through loudspeakers/public address system with 
very high decibels at the burial ground of Muslim(s) 
kabrasthan (graveyard) at St. Inez,” said the order dated 
November 24, when city was playing host to the 48th 
Interna onal Film Fes val of India, the country’s biggest 
film event.
“The community should ensure that no prayers to be 

held on Muslim burial ground/kabrastan by loud speak-
ers/public address systems so as to avoid disturbing the 
public peace and tranquility in the surrounding area,” 
the order further reads.

Kovind pays tribute to Tagore, Subhas Bose
Kolkata, Nov. 29 (IANS): President Ram Nath Kovind 
on Wednesday visited the residences of Noble laure-
ate Rabindranath Tagore and freedom fighter Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose here and paid his tributes to the 
two statesmen.

On the second day of his maiden visit to West Bengal 
a er taking over as President, Kovind, accompanied by 
Governor Keshri Nath Tripathi, went to Tagore’s abode 
in north Kolkata. “Went to pay respects to Gurudev 
Rabindranath. Was honoured to visit the birthplace of 
composer of our Na onal Anthem. He remains one of 
our country’s foremost cultural icons,” Kovind tweeted.
The President also visited Netaji Bhawan in south 

Kolkata to pay tribute to Bose where he was presented a 
book on the Indian Na onal Army chief by author, social 
worker, ex-MP and Netaji’s niece-in-law Krishna Bose.
Kovind said he was moved by the aura of Netaji’s 

sacrifice and dedication to the country. “...Netaji is 
cherished, remembered and missed to this day all over 
the country.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

in their capabilities. She said women do not 
need special policies but only required to be 
given an opportunity to prove themselves.

She explained how ICICI Bank is help-
ing the women workers, especially young 
mothers and those who need to take care 
of their elderly parents by allowing them to 
work from home.

Referring to the strides India is making 
in women empowerment, she said there is 
no other country in the world where 40 per 
cent of banking sector is headed by women.

Quintos said while more women were 
joining the workforce, the numbers were not 
changing fast. She believes the environment 
was still conducive to women.
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Five killed in Yemen car bombing
Sanaa, Nov. 29 (IANS):  At least five people were killed in a 
car bombing near Yemen’s Finance Ministry headquarters 
in the southern port city of Aden on Wednesday, officials 
said. The explosion, which damaged the four-storey 
building’s facade in Khormaksar district, was carried 
out in the early hours of  the morning, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The Islamic State terror organisation 
took responsibility for the attack in a statement issued by 
the militant-linked news agency Amaq. The blast badly 
damaged the building and engulfed it with flames for 
hours, leaving important government documents on fire, 
said officials. Several nearby residential buildings were 
partially destroyed. No government workers or employees 
were present at the ministry building at the time of  
explosion and all the offices were empty.

War crimes suspect ‘drinks poison’ 
in court
The Hague, Nov. 29 (IANS):  A UN war crimes appeal 
hearing was cut short dramatically on Wednesday after 
a former Bosnian Croat military official apparently 
drank poison upon hearing the verdict. The tribunal 
was handing down its last judgment in an appeal by 
six Bosnian Croat political and military leaders who 
were convicted in 2013 of persecuting, expelling and 
murdering Bosnian Muslims during the 1992-1995 war.
Slobodan Praljak, 72, a former commander in Bosnia’s 
1992-95 war was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment 
that time. On hearing that his sentence had been upheld, 
he drank from a small bottle and yelled: “What I am 
drinking now is poison.” Praljak’s lawyer then shouted 
“My client says he has taken poison”, before the 
presiding judge suspended the hearing and called for a 
doctor. Before the curtains were lowered, the courtroom 
was in a state of confusion, the BBC reported. 

Afghanistan executes 5 members 
of group behind kidnappings
Kabul, Nov. 29 (PTI/AP):  An Afghan official says 
authorities have executed five members of a criminal 
group behind several kidnappings and murder in the 
western province of Herat. The convicts were executed 
at Pul-e-Charkhi prison in the capital, Kabul. Nasrat 
Rahimi, deputy spokesman for the Interior Ministry, 
today said that Askar Anwari, a former member of the 
provincial council in Herat was among the five who were 
hanged. Rahimi says the executions were carried out 
after three appeals courts and President Ashraf Ghani 
confirmed the death sentences of the five. The group had 
been involved in the kidnapping and murder of a deputy 
head of a construction company, as well as other illegal 
activities. In May 2016, Ghani approved the executions 
of six suspects convicted on terrorism charges.

Egypt president gives forces three 
months to calm restive Sinai
Cairo, Nov. 29 (PTI/AP):  Egypt’s president has given his 
security forces a three-month deadline to restore “security 
and stability” in troubled northern Sinai following a 
massacre by Islamic militants there that killed 305 people 
last week. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi spoke during a televised 
address today in a ceremony marking the birthday of  
Islam’s Prophet Muhammad. The massacre, which took 
place as worshippers were praying in a village mosque on 
Friday, was the deadliest terrorist attack in Egypt’s modern 
history. El-Sissi authorised his new chief  of  staff, Maj. 
Gen. Mohammed Farid Hegazy, to use “all brute force” 
against the militants, who have been battling security forces 
in Sinai for years. Hegazy was appointed last month. He 
rose up from his front-row seat and stood in rigid attention 
as el-Sissi, a general-turned-president, addressed him.

Trump, Abe and Moon discuss N Korea missile launch

Senior Saudi prince freed ‘after $1bn deal’

Musharraf calls himself 
‘biggest supporter’ of LeT.

In historic mass, Pope urges Myanmar minorities to resist ‘revenge’

Washington, Nov. 29 (PTI): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump today held emer-
gency talks with his South Korean 
counterpart Moon Jae-in and Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to discuss 
their collective response to the latest 
provocative North Korean missile test.

North Korea test fired what ap-
peared to be an intercontinental ballistic 
missile, posing a major challenge to 
Trump after he slapped fresh sanctions 
on Pyongyang and declared it a state 
sponsor of terrorism.

The missile was launched from Sain 
Ni, North Korea, and traveled about 
1000 km before splashing down in the 
Sea of Japan, within Japan’s Economic 
Exclusion Zone (EEZ).

Asserting that he will “take care 
of ” the situation in the aftermath of  
the North Korean ballistic missile test, 
Trump held separate calls with Abe 
and Moon to discuss their collective 
response to the latest provocative behav-
iour by Pyongyang.

“We will take care of  it. It is a 
situation we will handle,” Trump told 
reporters in the Roosevelt room of the 
White House soon after North Korea’s 
ballistic missile test.

In both the phone calls, the leaders 
underscored the grave threat that North 
Korea’s latest provocation poses not 

only to the US, South Korea, Japan and 
the entire world.

They reaffirmed their strong con-
demnation of North Korea’s reckless 
campaign to advance its nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs, noting that 
these weapons only serve to undermine 
North Korea’s security and deepen its 
diplomatic and economic isolation, the 
White House said.

US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis, 
told reporters that the missile this time 
went higher than any previous time.

“Their Research and Development 
effort on their part they seem to be 
developing missiles that can reach any-
where in the world...in response South 
Korea has launched pinpoint missiles 
out into the water to make certain 
North Korea understands they could be 
under fire from our ally,” he said.

US Vice President Mike Pence said 
that all options are on the table.

“We will continue to marshall eco-
nomic and diplomatic pressure until 
North Korea abandons its nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs once and for 
all,” Pence said in his Hudson Institute 
2017 Herman Kahn Award Dinner.

“The Kim (North Korean dictator 
Kim Jong-un) regime in North Korea 
would do well not to test the resolve of  
President Trump or the capabilities of  

the Armed Forces of the United States,” 
he said.

In New York, Permanent Repre-
sentative of the US to the UN, Nikki 
Haley, along with her counterparts 
from Japan and South Korea requested 

an emergency UN Security Council 
meeting to be held in the open chamber 
in response to North Korea’s latest test 
of an intercontinental ballistic missile.

The Security Council session will be 
held on November 29, around 4:30 pm 

EST, a media release said.
Strongly condemning the missile 

launch, US Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson said North Korea’s relentless 
pursuit of  nuclear weapons and the 
means to deliver them must be reversed.

“Together the international com-
munity must continue to send a unified 
message to North Korea that it must 
abandon its WMD (weapons of mass 
destruction) programs. All nations 
must continue strong economic and 
diplomatic measures,” he said.

“In addition to implementing all 
existing UN sanctions, the interna-
tional community must take additional 
measures to enhance maritime security, 
including the right to interdict maritime 
traffic transporting goods to and from 
North Korea,” he added.

Tillerson said the US, in partnership 
with Canada, will convene a meeting of  
the United Nations Command Send-
ing States to include South Korea and 
Japan and other key affected countries 
to discuss how the global community 
can counter North Korea’s threat to in-
ternational peace. “Diplomatic options 
remain viable and open, for now. The 
United States remains committed to 
finding a peaceful path to denuclearisa-
tion and to ending belligerent actions by 
North Korea,” he said.

Abu Dhabi, Nov. 29 (IANS):  Senior 
Saudi Prince Miteb bin Abdullah has 
been released after being detained 
for three weeks as part of a sweeping 
“anti-corruption” drive in the country, 
officials said.

Prince Miteb, once seen as a con-
tender to the throne, was freed on Tues-
day after agreeing to an “acceptable 
settlement” with authorities of  more 
than $1 billion, the BBC reported.

He was one of  more than 200 
princes, ministers and businessmen 
detained in an anti-corruption drive on 
November 4.

At least three others had also agreed 
to settlements, according to officials.

The prince has so far not comment-
ed and it was not clear whether he was 
now able to move freely or whether he 
was under some form of house arrest.

The 65-year-old son of  the late 
King Abdullah was the most politically 
influential royal detained under the or-
ders of a newly-formed anti-corruption 
committee headed by his 32-year-old 
cousin, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman.

Prince Miteb was minister of  the 
National Guard, an elite security force 

with 100,000 personnel that is tasked 
with protecting royal leaders, but was 
sacked hours before his detention.

He was reportedly held at the five-
star Ritz-Carlton hotel in Riyadh along 
with his brother Prince Turki bin Ab-
dullah, a former Governor of Riyadh 
province, the BBC reported.

Also in detention were billionaire 
investor Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, 
MBC TV network owner Alwalid 
al-Ibrahim, former head of the Saudi 
Arabian General Investment Author-
ity Amr al-Dabbagh and former chief  
of the Royal Court Khalid al-Tuwaijri.

Islamabad/Dubai, Nov. 29 
(PTI):  Calling himself  the 
“biggest supporter” of  the 
LeT and its founder Hafiz 
Saeed, Pakistan’s former 
dictator Parvez Musharraf, 
who was the brain behind 
the 1999 Kargil conflict, 
has said he backs the terror 
groups’ role in “suppress-
ing” the Indian Army in 
Kashmir.

“The Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) and the Jamaat-ud 
Dawa (JuD) are fond of  
me,” said Musharraf, the 
74-year-old retired general 
who plotted the Kargil con-
flict, then toppled prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif  and 
ruled over Pakistan for nine 
years.

Musharraf, who is on 
self-exile in Dubai, said the 

Mumbai attack mastermind 
Saeed “is involved in Kash-
mir” and he supports his 
involvement. When asked if  
he “liked” JuD chief Saeed 
too, Musharraf  said, “Yes 
and I have met with him.” 

“Because I have always 
been in favour of  an ac-
tion in Kashmir and I have 
always been favouring for 
pressuring the Indian Army 
in Kashmir. This (LeT) is the 
biggest force and they have 
been declared terrorists by 
India along with the US,” 
Musharraf  stressed while 
explaining his stance.

The JuD is believed to 
be the front organisation for 
the banned LeT which is re-
sponsible for carrying out the 
Mumbai terror attack in 2008 
that left 166 people dead.

Yangon, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
Pope Francis on Wednesday 
urged Myanmar’s ethnic 
minorities to resist the temp-
tation to exact revenge for 
hatred and rejection, preach-
ing a message of forgiveness 
in a historic mass to 150,000 
worshippers in the predomi-
nantly Buddhist country.

The pontiff ’s first visit 
to Myanmar, and the first 
ever by a sitting Pope, comes 
amid allegations of  ethnic 
cleansing of  the minority 
Rohingya Muslims in the 
country’s northern Rakhine 
state.

The Pope referred to the 
“wounds of violence” from 
ethnic conflict but urged 
people to shun revenge, say-
ing it was “not the way of  
Jesus”, the BBC reported.

In his sermon, the Pope 

said: “I know that many in 
Myanmar bear the wounds 
of  violence, wounds both 
visible and invisible... We 
think that healing can come 
from anger and revenge. Yet 
the way of revenge is not the 
way of Jesus.”

He again avoided the 
term Rohingya, the Mus-
lim community of  whom 
620,000 people have fled to 
neighbouring Bangladesh 
after a military crackdown 
in late August.

The Pope had been 
warned by his Catholic rep-
resentatives in the country 
not to use the term Rohingya 
for fear of  alienating the 
Buddhist majority and caus-
ing difficulties for the na-
tion’s 600,000 Catholics.

About 90 per cent of  
Myanmar’s Catholics come 

from ethnic minority groups 
and tens of  thousands of  
devotees had travelled long 
distances to attend the mass 
at Yangon’s Kyaikkasan 
Ground park.

Crowds of worshippers 
waved Vatican and national 
flags while the Pope passed 
them in his Popemobile, 
as he made his way to the 
venue.

The Pope also praised 
the Myanmar Catholic 
Church for offering “practi-
cal assistance and solidarity 
to the poor and suffering”.

He said that the church 
in the country had brought 
“the healing balm of God’s 
mercy to... especially those 
most in need”.

On Tuesday, the Pope 
met de facto leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and delivered 

a keynote speech that also 
staunchly defended ethnic 
rights. But he was criticised 
by human rights groups 
for not mentioning the Ro-
hingya directly.

Phil Robertson, the 
Deputy Director of Human 
Rights Watch’s Asia divi-
sion, said: “The Pope missed 
an important opportunity 
to speak truth to power and 
publicly refute the uncon-
scionable pressure by Suu 
Kyi and the Myanmar mili-
tary to deny the Rohingya 
their identity.”

Later on Wednesday, 
the third day of his four-day 
visit, the Pope will meet 
Buddhist leaders. After My-
anmar, he will move on to 
Bangladesh to meet Ro-
hingya refugees in a sym-
bolic gesture.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

10 am, 5.30 pm, 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng 2D)

12.30, 3 pm: COCO (Eng 2d)

N Korean confirms  
missile launch, says can 
strike anywhere in US 
Pyongyang, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
North Korean state broadcaster 
on Wednesday said the latest 
missile launched by Pyongyang 
is a new ICBM model, dubbed 
Hwasong-15, capable of  reach-
ing entire territory of the US.

As is the norm, North Ko-
rea’s veteran newsreader Ri 
Chun-Hee of  KCTV made the 
announcement of the successful 
launch of  the intercontinental 
ballistic missile authorised and 
witnessed first-hand by Kim 
Jong-un.

This is the first launch by 
Pyongyang in two and a half  
months, Efe news reported.

The missile was fired into 
the Sea of  Japan and flew for 
more than 900 km and reached a 
height of 4,000 km, which is the 
highest a North Korean missile 
has flown to date.

It indicates a new and danger-
ous advancement of the regime’s 
weapons program, said Efe.

AP/PTI

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, second from le , speaks as he presides over a mee ng of 
the Na onal Security Council at the presiden al Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, 
Nov. 29, 2017. Moon has called North Korea’s latest missile test a “serious threat” to global 
peace and stressed the need for stronger sanc ons and pressure against Pyongyang to discour-
age its nuclear ambi ons. 
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Spielberg’s ‘The Post’ bags Best Film Award
Filmmaker Steven Spielberg’s “The Post” has won an award for being the Best Film of  
the year at the The National Board of Review. Actors Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep, 
who play the lead characters in the movie, also won Best Actor and Best Actress of the 
year, read a statement. The National Board of Review announced their top honorees on 
Tuesday. However, the organisation’s gala will be held on January 9 in New York. elmed 
by Spielberg, “The Post” also features Alison Brie, Carrie Coon, David Cross, Bruce 
Greenwood, Tracy Letts, Bob Odenkirk, Sarah Paulson, Jesse Plemons, Matthew Rhys, 
Michael Stuhlbarg, Bradley Whitford and Zach Woods. Presented by Reliance Enter-
tainment, the film is scheduled to release in India on January 12 next year. (IANS)

Dr.Nicky Kire speaking at the Music Fiesta on Nov. 28 at Agri Expo site 
Dimapur. 

Winner of Mr Fame Chongrokum (3rd from le ) and Miss Fame Nemrosemerry (4th from le ) flanked by 
1st runners-up for both category; Sujan Debnath and P. Rhondeno Odypuiv and 2nd runners-up; Zuben E 
ngullie and Epiponi N. Tungoi.

Mrs. Madhulika Mehra who represented Meghalaya at the Mrs. 
India Homemakers Classic 2018 has been crowned as second 
runners-up. Madhulika who is married to an army office has  been 
selected to represent India at the Interna onal Beauty pageant to 
be held at Las Vegas in Jul. 2018.

Dr. Nicky graces music 

Designer Khrielasier Liezietsu 
to release his 10th collection

Rahul Bose awarded Cond 
Nast’s Readers’ Travel Award

‘Great make-up doesn’t have to cost a fortune’

A
s part of  
the ongoing 
Nagaland 
International 
trade expo,  

the three day Music 
Fiesta kick started on No. 
28 evening, where Naga-
land Minister for R&B, 
Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire 
graced the evening as the 
chief guest at the Agri 
Expo site Dimapur.

A press release issued 
by DPRO Dimapur men-
tions that Dr. Nicky ad-
vised the entrepreneurs and 
artists to always remember 
the 3Ts- Things Take Time. 

Emphasising on the im-
portance of hard work and 
patience the chief guest 
said,” Unless we work 
hard things cannot happen 
overnight. He encouraged 
the Naga  entrepreneurs 
to show to the world that 
products of Nagaland are 
as good as we get from 
other parts of the world.  

He expressed gratitude 
to the organisers for giving 
platform to the entrepre-
neurs and artists by organ-
ising such an event. 

A
fter nine successful collec-
tions, Khrielasier Liezietsu, 
21-year old designer from 
Kohima is all set to release 
his 10th collection, “Kayan 

Fall/Winter” on Dec. 12 at Ura Academy 
Hall at 6pm, a press note stated. 

The collection is said to have been 
inspired by the Kayan, a sub tribe of the 
Tibeto-Burman ethnic minority of Myan-
mar, mostly known for the long neck brass 
rings worn by the women.

This 10th collection will showcase 
silhouette, all about mix-and-match of  
contrast presenting a sense of drama, 
emphasizing sharp angles and playing with 
varying tones throughout the collection, 

reinventing classic silhouettes and rethink-
ing the approach of the Kayan tribe, stated 
the release.

The fabric used for the dresses var-
ies from blends of synthetic and natural 
materials. 

Further the release mentions that the 
show is sponsored by Leni vans, Hobby ha-
ven, fusion, runway, Dana and Fifa  cafe.

300 people  from  fashion bloggers, 
designers, entrepreneurs to investors and  
other  icons are expected to witness the 
show. 40 models  is said to be walking 
the ramp displaying the collection and 30 
people working in teams will be working 
together for the success of the show.

EMN

B
ollywood actor Rahul Bose 
has been awarded Cond Nast’s 
Readers’ Travel Award (RTA) 
for this year.

Chairperson and founding 
member of Dastkar, an NGO, Padma Shri 
Laila Tyabji was conferred the lifetime 
achievement award on the occasion for his 
work with artisans for over 39 years.

CEO of the Partition Museum in Am-
ritsar, Mallika Ahluwalia, designer Anavila 
Misra and founder of Murty Classical 
Library of India, Rohan Murty, along with 
Bose were awarded Excellence Awards for 
their contribution in their chosen fields.

Economist, civil servant and Padma 
Vibhushan Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
presented the award to Murty, while noted 
Indian designer, art curator and Padma 
Bhushan, Rajeev Sethi, awarded actor-
activist Bose with the Cond Nast Traveller 

and Volkswagen Passat Excellence Award.
Bose was honoured for his social activ-

ism and for using films to put the spotlight 
on Poorna Malavath, the youngest girl to 
climb Mount Everest.

The awards were given out at a func-
tion here yesterday.

PTI

Dear Kunal 
Choudhary,
You are one of  the 
most beautiful things 
that ever happen to me. 
For

that I thank God for 
giving me a wonderful 
child. Happy Birthday 
to U

My son. May God 
Bless U.

With lots of  love from 
Lalan, Malaya & Whole 

family.

Shabana Azmi to be 
felicitated in Malaysia

Veteran actress and social activist Shabana Azmi 
will be felicitated by Malaysian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak at a business leaders’ conclave here. 

Shabana tweeted: “Off to Kuala Lumpur for The Eco-
nomic Times Asian Business Leaders Conclave where 
I’m being felicitated by Prime Minister of Malaysia. 
Honoured.” The actress, 67, left for the event on Tues-
day evening. The conclave is slated for Wednesday and 
Thursday. On the acting front, Shabana was last seen 
on the silver screen in “The Black Prince”, where she 
essayed the role of Maharani Jind Kaur. (IANS)

Jake Gyllenhaal to play art 
critic in next

Actor Jake Gyllenhaal is reportedly immersing 
himself in the art world here in preparation for a 
role in his next film. Gyllenhaal, 36, is work-

ing on a currently untitled art-world movie for Netflix 
where he will star as an art critic, reports nypost.com.
“He plays an art critic in a revealing look at the art 
market in LA that involves billionaire collectors, galler-
ists, auctions and sales. He plays the critic and he’s busy 
doing research,” said Gyllenhaal.  The film, which will 
be helmed by Dan Gilroy, will have Gyllenhaal re-team 
with his “Nightcrawler” co-star Rene Russo. (IANS)

Actor Dilip Kumar diagnosed 
with ‘mild’ pneumonia

Veteran actor Dilip Kumar has been diagnosed 
with a “mild” pneumonia and advised rest. 
“Saab was diagnosed with mild pneumonia. 

He’s been advised to rest at home. Allah is kind that all 
other parameters are showing normal - Saab is doing 
better now. Pls remember him in your prayers and duas 
(sic),” a tweet from his official Twitter handle read. The 
94-year-old actor’s family friend, Faisal Farooqui, used 
the Twitter handle to post about the development. In 
August, the actor had spent eight days in a hospital for 
kidney-related ailments. (PTI)

Amber Rose expecting  
second child

Actress Amber Rose is reportedly expecting her 
second child with rapper Shayaa Bin Abraham-
Joseph who goes by the stage name 21 Savage.

Savage is telling his friends and is very excited that 
Rose is pregnant with their first child together, reports 
aceshowbiz.com. This will be Rose’s second child and 
Savage’s first. The model is already a mother to a son 
named Sebastian, 4, whom she shares with former 
husband and rapper Wiz Khalifa.  (IANS)

Mrs. India Homemakers Classic 

M
odel Gigi Hadid be-
lieves great make-
up does not have to 
be expensive. It is 
this ideology that 

she wanted to incorporate in her 
collection.

Hadid joined the team of  
Maybelline New York for a limited 
edition line, the Gigi Hadid x May-
belline New York collection, which 
consists of  her favourite make-up 
products, designed by herself.

“I was never able to find a pal-
ette that incorporated my favourite 
colours for a complete look and 
I have always believed that great 
make-up does not have to cost a 
fortune,” Hadid said in a statement. 

“My partnership with Maybel-
line New York has been exciting as I 
was empowered to create something 
that I couldn’t find before, while 
also making sure it was a full collec-
tion at an affordable price point,” 
she added. 

Hadid worked with the make-up 
brand for over a year to co-create 
this collection -- which is now 
available in India too. The 
limited edition collection 
consists of  25 products 
across lips, eyes and face 
and an all-inclusive Jet set-
ter palette. 

On the launch of  the 
range in India, Pooja 
Sahgal, General Manager 
(India) at Maybelline New 
York, said: “We’re very 
excited to introduce the 
limited edition to our 
consumers and make-up 
enthusiasts in India.

“We believe that Gigi 
is within all of  us, that is, Gigi is 
multi-faceted and so is every girl in 
India. With the launch of  the range, 
we hope to inspire every girl to 
recreate their favourite Gigi Hadid 
make-up looks in a minute.”

IANS
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Dr. Nicky is also said 
to have visited the different 
stalls and interacted with 
the entrepreneurs.

Music Fiesta evening 
was full of life with per-

formance by the Mahila  IR 
band,  Alobo Naga and the 
Band, Manipuri cultural 
troupe, Aloto Sumi and 
Chosen Generation crew.

EMN
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Serena Williams  and  Svetlana Kuznetsova

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers argues with referee Kane Fitzgerald a er being ejected in the 
second half against the Miami Heat.

People walk past a street monitor showing Sumo grand champion Harumafuji (L) and junior wrestler 
Takanoiwa in Tokyo

Jesse Lingard of Manchester United celebrates as he scores their fourth goal with Ashley Young, Marcus 
Rashford and Romelu Lukaku during the Premier League match between Wa ord and Manchester United 
at Vicarage Road in Wa ord, England.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1665SUD0KU 1504 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1664

ACROSS

1. Important person
6. Highest peak in Japan
10. Account (abbrev.)
14. Without company
15. Ferrous
16. Danish physicist Niels 

____
17. Skins of fruit
18. Singles
19. Largest continent
20. “Prayer pads”
22. Dough
24. Tough outer layer
25. Accidents
26. Rented
29. Skins of animals
30. Island
31. Ending
37. Skin on the head
39. Taro root paste
40. Painting on a wall
41. Uncultured
44. Naked
45. Prison (slang)
46. Attitude or position
48. Inflammation due to over 

exposure
52. Petty quarrel
53. Red wine
54. Organized abstentions
58. At some point
59. Semi-precious gem
61. Nebraska city
62. Price of a journey
63. Exhort

64. Mineral extraction pits
65. Dancer/actor ____ 

Astaire
66. Throw
67. Pains 

DOWN
1. Spot, stain or scar
2. “Wiseguy” actor Ken ____
3. Departed
4. Sell at a lower price
5. “Naked Gun” actor ______ 

Nielsen
6. Long narrow sea inlet
7. Vases
8. Joltin’ ___ DiMaggio
9. Stimulate

10. Embarrass
11. Central American country 

_____ Rica
12. Bird sound
13. Serving boards 21. 

Finishes
23. State in northeastern 

India
25. Mucous secretion
26. A certain speech 

impediment
27. Canton of Luxembourg
28. Jai ____, sport
29. French for “Cold”
32. US author _____ Sinclair
33. Pertaining to atomic 

nucleii

34. Persia
35. Narcotics
36. Joy
38. Arouse 
42. French for “Throughout”
43. Catch sight of
47. Washington city
48. Speak scornfully
49. Pertaining to the forearm
50. Mother-of-pearl
51. Produce young
52. Undersurface of feet
54. Carry-alls
55. Hyperbolic tangent
56. You (archaic)
57. Impudence
60. Paid for play

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1504

Serena, Kuznetsova uncertain of playing Australian Open

Sachin Tendulkar’s No.10 jersey in 
Indian cricket could be thing of past

Streaking Cavs survive James’ first career ejection

Sumo wrestler retires after public assault

Sachin Tendulkar retired in 2013 and since then, the No.10 jersey has only been seen once 
on an Indian player when Shardul Thakur wore it earlier this year on his ODI debut

Man United hang on to 
beat Watford 4-2 in EPL

London, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
Manchester United jumped 
out to a 3-0 lead against 
Watford in an English Pre-
mier League (EPL) match at 
Vicarage Road but conceded 
two late goals before get-
ting an insurance tally from 
Jesse Lingard to secure a 4-2 
victory.

The outcome on Tues-

day brings United to within 
five points of  EPL leaders 
Manchester City, who have 
a game in hand, reports Efe. 
Ashley Young, the hero of  
last weekend’s home win 
over Brighton and Hove 
Albion, put the visitors up 
1-0 with a strike in the 19th 
minute -- his first goal away 
from Old Trafford since 

March 2015.
Six minutes later, the 

32-year-old Young made it 
2-0 for the Red Devils with 
a brilliant free kick after Paul 
Pogba was fouled.

A poor clearance by 
Watford put the ball at the 
feet of Lingard, whose fine 
pass set up Anthony Martial 
to boost United’s lead to a 

London, Nov. 29 (Re-
uters): Former world num-
ber one Serena Williams 
has yet to make a decision 
about her participation at 
the Australian Open, while 
world number 12 Svetlana 
Kuznetsova is also a doubt 
for the first grand slam of  
2018 after undergoing wrist 
surgery.

Williams was around 
two months pregnant when 
she captured her 23rd 
grand slam singles title in 
Melbourne earlier this year 
and was hoping to defend 
her crown next January 
following the birth of  her 
daughter in September.

“Serena is getting ready 
for 2018,” the 36-year-old 
American’s coach Patrick 
Mouratoglou told CNN. 
“She is practicing and get-
ting back in shape. I will be 
joining her soon in Florida.

“We will see how her 

seemingly insurmountable 
3-0.

But the picture changed 
suddenly in the final 15 min-
utes of  regulation, starting 
with a foolish foul by Unit-
ed’s Marcos Rojo against 
Roberto Pereyra.

Troy Deeney converted 
from the spot and Abdou-
laye Doucoure scored from 
close range minutes later to 
narrow the deficit to 3-2.

Watford flew forward 
in pursuit of  the equaliser 
but Lingard closed the door, 
getting the fourth goal for 
United with a great indi-
vidual effort.

Man City, undefeated 
after 13 matches, will host 
Southampton in the next 
match at the Etihad with a 
chance to restore their lead 
over United to eight points.

In Tuesday’s other 
games, Tottenham Hotspur 
lost 1-2 at Leicester City to 
fall out of the top four as the 
Foxes, who were in the drop 
zone a month ago, climbed 
to ninth place on the strength 
of  goals by Riyad Mahrez 
and Jamie Vardy. Brighton 
managed a scoreless draw at 
home against Crystal Palace, 
while visiting Newcastle 
United came from behind to 
finish 2-2 with West Brom-
wich Albion.

body is reacting and how 
her tennis level is and we 
will take a decision regard-
ing Australia.”

Russian Kuznetsova 
told local media that she 
was recovering from wrist 
surgery conducted earlier 
this month after separate 
injuries to the area and said 
there was no specific time 
frame for her return.

“I had two injuries in 

my wrist, so I had to do the 
operation,” the 32-year-old 
double major winner said.

“There’s a very com-
plicated diagnosis. I’m still 
recovering and the doctor 
does not talk about specific 
dates when I can start train-
ing and play. Australia, 
most likely, I will have to 
miss.”

Meanwhile, Victoria 
Azarenka, who has not 

New Delhi, Nov. 29 (PTI): 
The No.10 jersey that Sa-
chin Tendulkar made his 
own may not be seen on 
an Indian player in the 
near future with the BCCI 
claiming that cricketers are 
unwilling to don it out of  
respect for the icon despite 
the absence of  any plan to 
formally retire it.

Te n d u l k a r  r e t i r e d 
in 2013 and since then, 
the No.10 jersey has only 
been seen once on an In-
dian player when Shardul 
Thakur wore it earlier this 
year on his ODI debut dur-
ing the tour of Sri Lanka.

The 26-year-old pacer 
was trolled on social me-
dia for his choice and later 
went on to explain himself, 
stating that he picked the 
number for numerological 

played since July due to 
an ongoing child custody 
battle, is set to return at 
the ASB Classic in January 
but will be without coach 
Michael Joyce, who re-
leased a statement on their 
partnership.

“Vika is an extremely 
talented player. While I am 
excited to see her return 
to tennis, I encourage and 
respect her decision to put 
her family first,” Joyce said 
of  the Belarusian two-time 
Australian Open champion 
and former world number 
one.

“It is with deep regret 
that I have decided to move 
forward with my coaching 
career while she continues 
to work out her private life. 
I look forward to seeing her 
on the tour soon and wish 
her the best of  luck.” The 
Australian Open will be 
held from Jan. 15-28.

reasons.
“It’s a very individual 

choice. If  players don’t want 
to wear a certain number, 
one can’t force them. ICC 
might just tell you that a 
team can’t officially retire a 
jersey but it would never tell 
you that it’s mandatory to 
wear that number,” a BCCI 
official told PTI.

Sachin Tendulkar’s No. 
10 jersey retired by BCCI, 
albeit unofficially

“The BCCI has not 
taken any such call (retir-
ing the No.10 jersey). It’s a 
very informal thing among 
players. Also you don’t want 
young players to be abused 
like it happened with

Shardul Thakur,” he 

Tokyo, Nov. 29 (IANS): 
Mongolian sumo wrestler 
Harumafuji, considered 
one of  the best fighters in 
the sport, has decided to 
retire after admitting he 
attacked a lower-ranking 
fighter under the influence 
of  alcohol, his teacher said 
on Wednesday.

The teacher submit-
ted Harumafuji’s resigna-
tion to the Japan Sumo 
Association and said the 
Mongolian fighter had 
caused trouble for the asso-
ciation and the public, the 
Japanese media reported. 
The incident has sparked a 
huge scandal across Japan 
where the wrestlers are 
seen as idols from whom 
exemplary behaviour is ex-
pected, Efe news reported. 
The 33-year-old wrestler 
admitted he attacked his 
compatriot Takanoiwa, 
27, with fists and then with 
the remote control of  a 
karaoke machine in Tottori 
in east Japan at the end of  
October.

T h e  a s s a u l t  l e f t 
Takanoiwa with a con-
cussion and a skull frac-

Los Angeles, Nov. 29 
(AFP): LeBron James’s 
first career ejection was 
just a blip in his Cleveland 
Cavaliers’ ninth straight 
NBA victory on Tuesday 
-- a 108-97 triumph over the 
Miami Heat.

Kevin Love was red-hot, 
scoring 38 points to lead the 
Cavs as James lost his cool 
and was tossed for the first 
time in 1,082 regular-season 
games.

James, convinced he 
was fouled on a drive to 
the basket, made a beeline 
for referee Kane Fitzgerald, 
shouting angrily.

Fitzgerald quickly whis-
tled the superstar for a tech-
nical foul and then pointed 
to the exit with 1:59 remain-
ing in the third quarter.

“I got fouled,” James 
said. “I showed my frustra-
tion to the ref  and he sent 
me to the locker room.”

James, who had stripped 
the ball from Miami’s James 
Johnson at the other end, 
said he was “fouled all the 
way up the court, from the 
time that I stripped him all 
the way ‘til I got to the rim.

“I said what I had to 
say and I was moving on,” 
added James, who thought 
Fitzgerald had assessed a 
second technical foul when 
in fact the ref  had handed 
him a straight ejection after 
the single technical.

Fitzgerald, in his ninth 
NBA season, told a pool 
reporter the decision was 
“a culmination of a couple 
different acts.

“Immediately after the 
no-call, he turned and threw 
an air punch directly at me 
and then he aggressively 
charged at me and then he 

added referring to the troll-
ing Thakur was subjected 
to for wearing the number.

There is no precedence 
of  a jersey number being 
retired in honour of a play-
er in international cricket. 
Tendulkar’s IPL team, the 
Mumbai Indians, had, how-
ever, retired the No.10 shirt 
in his honour.

Iconic jersey numbers 
have always had a strong 
emotive appeal in inter-
national football but even 
FIFA has never allowed any 
particular number being re-
tired in honour of a player.

However, clubs have 
done so, the most famous 
instance being Italian team 
Napoli retiring Maradona’s 
No.10 jersey to honour his 
legendary stint with the 
side.

used vulgarity in my ear a 
few times,” Fitzgerald said.

“It is what it is,” said 
James, who scored 21 
points with 12 rebounds, 
six assists and five steals. 
“We got the win and that’s 
the most important.”

The Cavs were leading 
93-70 at the time, and the 
absence of  James for the 
final period didn’t stop the 
Eastern Conference cham-
pions from notching a ninth 
victory in a row.

Love’s 38 points were 
a season-high and Dwy-
ane Wade added 17 off  the 
bench against his former 
team. The game marked the 
first time that Heat coach 
Erik Spoelstra went up 
against his former Miami 
stars James and Wade at the 
same time.

He coached Heat teams 
led by the two to four 
straight NBA Finals ap-
pearances from 2011-2014, 
winning titles in 2012 and 
2013.

Miami were never in 

this one as Cleveland took 
control with 75 first-half  
points -- 32 of  them from 
Love.

“It started right from the 
beginning, we were on our 
heels and they felt like a dif-
ferent level than us tonight,” 
Spoelstra said.
Wizards find a way
In Minneapolis, Otto Porter 
Jr. scored 22 points, includ-
ing the go-ahead jump shot 
with 25 seconds left to play 
as the Washington Wizards 
rallied for a 92-89 victory 
over the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves.

Porter scored 17 points 
in the second half  as Wash-
ington erased a 13-point 
second-half  deficit to win 
for the second time in six 
games.

The Wizards were with-
out point guard John Wall 
for a second straight game 
as he battles knee inflam-
mation that is expected to 
sideline him for two weeks.

“One of our best players 
is out,” Porter said. “The 

whole team has to step up 
and do more.”

The Wizards reserves 
embraced that philosophy, 
out-scoring Minnesota’s 
bench 49-11.

A close first half  in Salt 
Lake City saw Utah and 
the Denver Nuggets trade 
the lead 13 times before 
the Jazz pulled away in the 
second half  for a 106-77 
victory.

In Sacramento, Mil-
waukee’s Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo scored 19 of  
his game-high 32 points in 
the third quarter to lead the 
Bucks to a 112-87 victory 
over the Kings.

Eric Bledsoe added 21 
points for Milwaukee, who 
have won three straight 
against Sacramento by an 
average of  21 points per 
game.

For the Kings it was a 
disappointing follow-up to 
their 110-106 upset of  the 
reigning champion Golden 
State Warriors in Oakland 
on Monday.

ture forcing him to stay in 
hospital for four days and 
preventing his participation 
in the Kyushu Grand Sumo 
Tournament which ended 
on Sunday.

According to witnesses 
at the bar, Harumafuji may 
have beaten Takanoiwa for 
not paying attention and 
using his mobile phone.

Harumafuji, 33, de-

buted in 2001 and has since 
won nine championships. 
In 2012, he was recognized 
as ‘yokozuna’ and became 
the fifth non-Japanese 
fighter to receive the title.



Syria's Omar Kharbin (right) receives the Asian Football 
Confedera on (AFC) Player of the Year trophy from AFC President 
Shaikh Salman Ebrahim Al Khalifa during the AFC Annual Awards 
2017 at the Aksra Theatre King Power in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Face Off 

Fighters from Assam (blue) and Nagaland exchange blows during a leg of the All India Kung-Fu 
Championship at the Government Higher Secondary School ground, Dimapur on Wed. Nov. 29. 

EM Images/ Caisii Mao

Phesama Youth Organisa on with the guest of honour Kethosituo Sekhose and KDVA officials a er li ing the trophy at the Kohima local 
ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

Imli of RS Challengers receiving the MOM award from Yabielie 
Chakrüno, Chedema manager on Wednesday.

EM Images

International Hornbill Naga 
wrestling championship on Dec. 4

Syria's Khrbin named Asia's player of the year

5th Open Kohima District 
Volleyball Tournament concludes

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash: Wins for RS Challengers and Keyake Phezoucha Pirates

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Phesama Youth Organisa-
tion (PYO) clinched the 
champions of  men’s cat-
egory after beating last year 
runners-up Zenith Club, 
Kezo Town 3-0 (25-23, 25-
18, 25-16) during the final 
match of the 5th Open Ko-
hima District Volleyball 
Tournament that concluded 
here at the Kohima local 
ground on Wednesday.

In women’s category, 
Elite Sisters’ Club defeated 
the defending champions 
Tiema-Khe Kidima 3-0 (26-
25, 25-14, 25-15) in the final 

match to claim the title.
PYO walked home with 

INR. 35,000 along with 
trophy and citation, while 
the runners-up Zenith Club 
received INR, 25,000 along 
with trophy and citation. 
Losing semi-finalists in 
men’s category- T. Khel 
Knights and Tama Youth 
Society, Mima received 
INR. 5000 each.

Elite team pocketed a 
cash prize of  INR. 25,000 
along with trophy and cita-
tion while runner-up Tie-
ma-Khe Kidima received 
INR. 15,000 along with 
trophy and citation.

Losing semifinalist in 
women’s category, St. Jo-
seph’s College, Jakhama, 
and Wagers Club received 
INR. 5000 each.

Earlier, Kethosituo Sek-
hose, Kohima Municipal 
Council Administrator 
graced the closing ceremo-
ny as the guest of  honour 
and gave away the prizes to 
the winners.

The tournament was 
organised by Kohima Dis-
trict Volleyball Association 
(KDVA) under the theme 
"Transcending through 
sports”. Altogether 15 
men's team and 8 wom-

en's team competed in the 
championship.

While 10 players each 
for both men and women 
were selected to represent 
Kohima district at the first 
edition of  the Nagaland 
Olympics which will be 
held from December 13 to 
19 in Dimapur.

Men's volleyball team 
selection list

1) Kethovikho from 
Kiruphema Youth Organi-
zation 2) Kekhriesebei from 
Kiruphema Youth Orga-
nization 3) Menuokho-o 
from Tama Youth Society 
4) Imsiitemjen from T.Khel 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
RS Challengers and Keyake 
Phezoucha Pirates won their 
respective league matches 
during the ongoing 5th edi-
tion of  the 10th Northern 
Angami-1 T20 Bash organ-
ised by Brotherhood Group 
played here at the KVC 
ground, Ziekezou, Kohima 
village on Wednesday.

RS Challengers beat 
Chedema Strikers by 33 
runs in the first match.

Chedema Strikers elect-
ed to bowl but gave away 
172/6 in 20 overs. Nyuyhen-
lo (43) and Imli (33) were 
the highest scorers for RS 
Challengers while bowler 

Kezhavizo took three wick-
ets in three overs for Strikers.

Chasing 173 r uns, 
Chedema strikers managed 
to score only 123 runs losing 
eight wickets in 20 overs. 
Keneiseso contributed 50 
runs in 42 balls for Strikers 
but the team failed short 
of 33 runs at the end of the 
match. Imli of Challengers 
was adjudged as the man of  
the match.

In the second match, 
Keyake Phezoucha Pirates 
defeated D Khel United by 
62 runs.

Keyake Phezoucha Pi-
rates elected to bat first and 
set a target of 162 runs los-
ing eight wickets in 20 overs. 

Nipu (29) and Thapusa (22) 
were the highest scorers for 
Pirates while Akhrie took 
two wickets in four overs for 
United.

In reply, D Khel United 
scored only 100 runs losing 
nine wickets in 20 overs. 
Zhapu with 23 runs was the 
highest scorer for United 
while Khoseto claimed two 
wickets in four overs. Nipu 
of  Pirates was awarded as 
the man of the match.

Thursday's matches
Peraciezie Royals vs 

Themezie Perizie Titans at 
9 am

Lower Bayavii Giants vs 
Upper Bayavii Sixers at 

12:30 pm

Dimapur, Nov. 29 (EMN): 
Under the aegis of  the Na-
galand Wrestling Associa-
tion (NWA) the 11th Inter-
national Hornbill Naga 
Wrestling Championship 
2017 is scheduled to take 
place on Dec. 4, at the 
Amphitheatre, Kisama, 
Naga Heritage Village at 
9.am with Dr. Neikiesalie 
Kire, Minister for PWD, 
Roads & Bridges, Govern-
ment of  Nagaland as the 

chief  guest.
This year’s edition will 

witness two separate cham-
pionships comprising of  
tourist category and gen-
eral category.

According to NWA 
official sources, 15 best 
wrestlers from Angami 
Sports’ Association (ASA), 
Chakhesang Wrestling 
Association (CWA) and 
Zeliang Wrestling Asso-
ciation (ZWA) including 

tourist wrestlers will be vy-
ing for the ultimate cham-
pionship. Wrestlers from 
Maharsatra, Karnataka, 
Delhi and other neighbour-
ing states had confirmed 
their participation and fur-
ther expect foreign tourist 
to partake in the champi-
onship. 

The ultimate champion 
will walk away with a cash 
prize of  INR. 1, 00,000 
and the runners-up will 

pocket a sum of  INR. 50, 
000 along with citation. 
The losing semi finalist 
will also pocket a sum of  
INR. 20,000 each while the 
losing quarter finalist will 
also walk home richer with 
INR. 5,000 each.

The champion in the 
tourist category will fetched 
a cash prize of  INR. 15,000 
while the runners-up will 
be awarded a cash prize of  
INR. 10,000.

Bangkok, Nov. 29 (Re-
uters): Omar Khrbin be-
came the first player from 
Syria to be crowned Asia’s 
Player of  the Year on 
Wednesday when the Al 
Hilal striker was presented 
with the Asian Football 
Confederation’s most pres-
tigious individual award.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
claimed the title ahead of  
last year’s winner, Omar 
Abdulrahman of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, and Chi-
na’s Wu Lei, who missed 
out for the second year in 
a row.

Khrbin has had an im-
pressive season, scoring 10 
times in the Asian Cham-
pions League to finish as 
the tournament’s top scorer 
while also playing a major 
role as his war-torn nation 
narrowly missed out on 
qualifying for their first-ever 
World Cup.

“We play and fight to 
bring happiness to our peo-
ple, this is our main target,” 
said Khrbin.

”We have determina-
tion when we play football, 
but this is stronger when 
we have people who are 
very hungry for happiness 
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Knights 5) Kevirielie from 
Clippers Club 6) Neisalie 
from Phesama Youth Orga-
nization 7) Vikehiezo from 
Phesama Youth Organiza-
tion 8) Ato from Phesama 
Youth Organization 9) 
Vimechozo Zenith Club 
Kezo Town 10) Neichiito 
from Shiirho Mt.Club

Women's volleyball 
team selection list

1) Medonuo from Mys-
tic Club 2) Nounenuo from 
Mystic Club 3) Kiringle 
from St.Joseph's College 
Jakhama 4) Mudolu from 
St.Joseph's College 5) Jevi-
kali from Elite Sisters' Club 
6) Xuvitoli from Elite Sis-
ters' Club 7) Khavili from 
Elite Sisters' Club 8) No-
hovinu from Tiema-Khe 
Kidima 9) Edikunu from 
Tiema-Khe Kidima 10) 
Nzanbeni from Tiema-Khe 
Kidima

 Individual awards
Men's category

1) Best Spiker-Menuokho-
o Ngukha from Tama 

Youth Society
2) Best Setter-Neisalie Me-
jura from Phesama Youth 

Organization
Women's category

1) Best Spiker-Jevikali 
from Elite Sisters' Club

2) Best Setter was bagged 
by Nohovinu Zecho from 

Tiema-Khe Kidima

and joy.
“From here I would like 

to promise Syria fans we 
will bring happiness and joy 
for them at the Asian Cup 
finals next year because 
our people deserve to be 
happy.”

The award was some 
consolation after Al Hilal 
finished as runners-up to Ja-

pan’s Urawa Red Diamonds 
in the Asian Champions 
League final last weekend, 
while Syria’s World Cup 
hopes were ended by Aus-
tralia in a playoff.

Australia’s Samantha 
Kerr took the women’s 
award to make up for the 
disappointment of  not 
being nominated for the 

global award by the game’s 
governing body, FIFA, ear-
lier in the year.

Kerr, who plays club 
football for Perth Glory 
in Australia and Sky Blue 
in the United States, fin-
ished ahead of Japan’s Saki 
Kumagai and Sung Hyang-
sim of North Korea.

“A lot of  Australians 
have previously won the 
award, so I‘m very hum-
bled to win not only be-
cause the Australians have 
done well but also because 
it’s a great award and I‘m 
very excited,” said Kerr.

Tottenham Hotspur’s 
Son Heung-min won the 
International Player of the 
Year title, which is pre-
sented to players from the 
confederation who play 
outside the continent, for 
the second time in three 
years.

Japan took both of  
the coaching awards, with 
Takafumi Hori claiming 
the men’s award after guid-
ing Urawa to their first 
Asian Champions League 
title in a decade, while Ja-
pan national team coach 
Takakura Asako took the 
women’s award.


