
Chief Election Commissioner of India AK Joti and other officials from the ECI at Hotel Japfu in Kohima on Nov. 27.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 08°

Agartala 27° 14°

Gangtok 16° 05°

Guwahati 25° 14°

Imphal 23° 10°

Itanagar 21° 10°

Shillong 15° 09°

Delhi 26° 11°

Kolkata 28° 13°

Chennai 29° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 10°
DIMAPUR 26° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mn 86%
DIMAPUR NIL 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): The of-
fice of  the Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) speaker appears to be 
hurtling from one embarrassment to 
another in the run-up to the consulta-
tion on Naga political issue which it 
has scheduled for Dec. 4 next. 

First, it was the Central Naga-
land Tribes Council. Then the rest 
followed: Nagaland Tribes Council, 
Senior Citizen Forum, Nagaland GB 
Federation – all those organisations 
were not extended invitation to the 
consultation. For the past few days, 
the speaker’s office has been reeling 
off  fresh invitations.  

On Monday the Indigenous Mi-
nority Tribes of  Nagaland (IMTN) – 
a platform that represents four ‘indig-
enous aboriginal recognized tribes’ 
of  Nagaland: Kuki, Kachari, Garo 

and Mikir/Karbi – also expressed 
displeasure at having been left out 
of  the consultation. A press release 
from the organisation termed it ‘dis-
criminatory attitude’ of  the present 
government and ‘and particularly the 
speaker’. 

“IMTN like to remind the NLA 
speaker that the four tribes has played 
its role and made its sacrifices on the 
Naga political movement from its 
earliest day of  its inception till date, 
the like of  being a member of  Naga 
Club to signing of  the historical docu-
ments like the Simon Commission by 
Lenjang Kuki where many of  the 
present so-called stakeholders tribes 
(sic) were not even remotely present 
during those days.

“Likewise, the participation of  
late Seihkohen Doungel and Jang-
khosei Hangsing in the formation of  
the first Naga political organization 
under the banner of  NNC and even 
becoming member of  the drafting 
committee of  the NNC constitution 
with legendary leaders like AZ Phizo, 
Sakhrie, etc., is a fact of  our partici-
pation in Naga political movement 
from its initial days till date in various 
NPG holding different post and posi-
tions,” the statement read.

It stated that the four communi-
ties were mostly inhabitants of  Di-
mapur and Peren. It was ‘due to the 
magnanimity of  the Kachari com-
munity that Dimapur became part of  
Nagaland even before the statehood 

of  Nagaland’. 
According to the IMTN, if  the 

proposed political consultation does 
not cover the ‘areas, interest and 
land’ inhabited by the four communi-
ties then it has no objection to their 
‘alienation’ and ‘discriminatory atti-
tude’ of  the government. 

“...but assuming from the state-
ment of  various political leaders of  
both NPG groups and GOI-the areas 
inhabited by the four minority indig-
enous recognized tribes seems very 
much part of  the negotiations by vari-
ous NPGs, then the omission of  these 
group shows the discriminatory atti-
tude and alienation of  its legitimate 
stakeholders in such crucial stage of  
our political movement,” it stated. 

The omission of  all those organi-
sations was an indication of  the “hol-
lowness and discriminatory attitude 
in keeping the sons of  the soil away 
from discussing issues relating to 
their traditional and ancestral lands 
and issues within their own state of  
Nagaland,” it asserted. 

The ‘attempt and conspiracy’ to 
keep away the indigenous recognized 
tribes of  Nagaland speaks volume of  
the present government’s real intent, 
according to the IMTN. “The IMTN 
request on behalf  of  the indigenous 
recognized aboriginal tribes of  Naga-
land – Kuki, Kachari, Garo and Mi-
kir/Karbi – to invite this (sic) groups/
tribes in such critical junction of  our 
Naga political movement,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): The Lotha Hoho has ex-
pressed shock and surprise at the invitation of  Lotha 
Lower Range Public Organisation (LLRPO) by a 
‘business summit coordinator’ to a discussion on the 
widely-divided issue of  Nagaland Special Develop-
ment Zone (NSDZ) on Nov. 28 at the Agri. Expo 
site in Dimapur. The proposed discussion is part of  
the ‘international trade expo’ organised by the Busi-
ness Association of  Nagas (BAN).

A press release from the Lotha Hoho on Monday 
stated that the organiser’s decision to “disregard and 
bypass the Lotha Hoho”, but invite a ‘sub-ordinate 
organisation to discuss a controversial matter’ – al-
ready objected to and opposed, by the Lotha Hoho 
– was a clear indication ‘of  an ulterior motive and a 
hidden agenda’.

According to the Lotha Hoho, this was an at-
tempt at ‘infusing division and crisis within the 
Lotha community’. It reminded that the Lotha 
Hoho has submitted several objections against the  
NSDZ in its present form, with the latest being a 
representation to the chief  secretary on Oct. 9 this 
year. 

“The Lotha Hoho is opposed to the implementa-
tion of  NSDZ within its jurisdiction for the follow-
ing reasons: the resolution in the state consultative 
meeting of  26/9/2014, seeks (sic) to evolve perma-
nent settlement of  non-Nagas (Resolution No. VI), 
to liberalise the system of  entry and stay of  non-Na-
gas in the NSDZs (Resolution No. VII). 

“Since the nature of  the proposed NSDZ and 
in particular the two cited Resolutions (No.VI and 
VII), are contrary to the provisions of  Article 371A 
of  the Indian Constitution, the Lotha Hoho, will 
not allow the implementation of  NSDZ within any 
Lotha area of  wokha district or elsewhere. If  earlier 
any ‘no objection certificate (NOC)’ had been issued 
or MOU signed for the NSDZ, the LH will treat 
such NOC and MOU, as null and void,” read the 
Lotha Hoho representation to the chief  secretary. 

“The LH (Lotha Hoho) stand being as such, 
the hoho will not honour any decision/resolution 
adopted on NSDZ, in its present form, by business 
summit or any agency. Such decision/resolution 
will instead be treated as an insult to the Lotha tribe 
and the Lotha Hoho will oppose tooth and nail such 
decision/resolution, if  to implement within its juris-
diction,” it asserted. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 
(EMN): As if  the task of  
ensuring stable power sup-
ply in the face of  charred 
power transformers and 
“very limited resourc-
es available” were not 
enough, Nagaland’s pow-
er department officials are 
now left trying placate fu-
rious citizens threatening 
‘public disturbances’. 

In the aftermath of  an 
ultimatum from the Joint 
Action Committee rep-

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): The chief  minister of  
Nagaland and the governor have wished the Reng-
ma community on the occasion of  Ngada – one of  
the most important festivals of  the Rengma tribe.

Chief  Minister TR Zeliang issued a press re-
lease, on behalf  of  the state government, wishing 
the Rengma community ‘a happy and meaningful 
Ngada celebration in the best of  health and spirit’.

Ngada, the chief  minister stated, was celebrated 
to mark the end of  the “agriculture year” and is a 
festival of  feasting, dancing, thanksgiving, merry-
making and rejoicing. “As we celebrate Ngada, let 
the spirit of  oneness, reconciliation, forgiveness, 
peace and harmony prevail.

“May God bestow his abundant blessing upon 
the Rengma community,” the message read.

In a separate statement, Governor PB Acharya 
greeted the Rengma community on the occasion 
and called upon the community members to take 
time and thank the Almighty for his unwavering 
love and blessing throughout the year. 

According to a Raj Bhavan statement, Acharya 
reminded the community to take the responsibil-
ity of  making sure the various welfare projects and 
schemes of  the central and state governments are 
made known to the farmers, who provide for the 
people. 

The governor also opined that Ngada should 
provide opportunities for budding generations and 
other villagers to display their skills and physical 
strength. He added that the festival should be a 
source for building unity and called on all to come 
together and make the atmosphere conducive in 
towns and villages for peaceful co-existence and all 
round development in the state. 

“May the festival of  Ngada bring peace, unity 
and prosperity to the Rengma’s in particular and 
Nagas in general,” the Raj Bhavan statement quot-
ed the governor as having said. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): The Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) has informed about a meet-
ing with apex Naga organisations on Monday, at an 
undisclosed location at Chumukedima, according to 
a FNR press release.

They have resolved to urge the government of  
India to ‘complete the Naga political cause without 
further delay, before the general election in the state 
of  Nagaland’. During the meeting, it was also reaf-
firmed that the ‘Naga Day’ will be held on Jan. 10 
next.

It ‘appreciated and applauded’ the Angami 
Public Organisation (APO) for deciding to host the 
event. While recommending ‘free-will donation’ 
from well-wishers and organisations, it also invited 
“all Nagas and her neighbours to participate fervent-
ly and for this, each organization will initiate a wide 
participation of  its constituent citizens.”

The meeting also urged the “concerned govern-

ment” to take all Naga political stake-holders on 
board for an amicable and abiding solution. It also 
encouraged “churches and organizations to commit 
themselves to prayers and work together as agents of  
healing and reconciliation towards a lasting peace”. 

Ao Senden 
The Ao Senden has joined the chorus to demand for 
solution to the Naga political issue before elections 
in the state, tentatively set to be held between Febru-
ary and March next year.

“As the ongoing peace and political process be-
tween the Nagas and the govt. of  India is expected 
to be at the verge of  conclusion, the Ao Senden 
strongly opine that it is at the best interest of  all that 
the Nagas need give to way to the ongoing process 
to arrive at an earlier conclusion instead of  holding 
state assembly election,” stated a one-sentence press 
release from the apex Ao organisation on Monday. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 27: The gaun burra of  
Aghunaqa area have raised concern 
over the agitation that is currently pre-
vailing in Aghunaqa area under Nui-
land sub-division bordering Assam. 

The Aghunaqa GB’s Union, in a 
press conference on Monday, told re-
porters that on Nov. 22, a mob num-
bering 60-70 people from Assam and a 
news channel from Assam reportedly 
burnt an effigy of  the Prime Minister 
of  India Narendra Modi.

Aghunaqa GB’s Union, through 

its president, Mughuavi Awomi fur-
ther stated that along with DIG bor-
der of  Assam and Nagaland, Super-
intendent of  Police Border (Assam 
and Nagaland) and other designated 
officers gathered to come to a mutual 
understanding which ended success-
fully. But then the same news channel 
from Assam was said to have misinter-
preted the situation stating that Nagas  
were  “trying to occupy the land of  
Assam” and had created “chaos and 
havoc” not just in Nagaland but also 
Assam for which Assam Agriculture 

Minister along with members of  par-
liament, BJP president and leaders 
from Golaghat, visited the tense area 
to further assess the situation.

It was also stated that on Nov. 10, 
the “peaceful atmosphere” in Luhezhe 
village under Aghunaqa area was dis-
rupted when the Assam police and 
forest officials, without prior informa-
tion, forcibly seized the village saw-
mill and took away furniture, besides  
shouting slogans in broad daylight.  

Though the neutral forces have 
been supporting and patrolling the ar-

eas diligently as they have the author-
ity, the main “disturbance is from the 
Assam media and police for interfer-
ence,” it was mentioned.

The union has appealed to the Na-
galand government to look into the 
matter at the earliest as no support 
has been provided from the state gov-
ernment thus far against the alleged 
harassment caused by the Assam gov-
ernment and police in the border ar-
eas. “The district administration has 
shown some concern and support but 
not from the state government,” it was 

stated.
They questioned what the state 

government was doing ‘for the dis-
putes at the border since it has not 
spoken a word in this issue’.

It was informed that there are 5 
Assam Police outposts but not a single 
Nagaland Police outpost in the area, 
and the only support is from the neu-
tral forces. There are no polling sta-
tions as well on this side of  the border 
compared to the Assam side where 
there is a polling booth in every vil-
lage, it was learned. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Board of  School Educa-
tion (NBSE) has resched-
uled the final board ex-
aminations for class VIII 
and IX following what it 
informed was a reported 
theft of  “confidential 
packets of  class VIII and 
class IX” at a government 
high school in Sovima, Di-
mapur. The board issued a 
press release on Monday 
informing of  the change 
in routine.

“The class IX final ex-
amination 2017 will now 
be held from 30th Novem-
ber 2017 to 8th December 
2017. The revised routine 
is being published sepa-
rately. The examination of  
other classes should not be 
affected by this change of  
schedule.

“The board shall issue 
the new question papers 
for English, mathematics, 
social sciences, alternative 
English and environmen-
tal education subjects. For 
the remaining subjects, 
schools shall use the ques-
tions papers already issued 

by the board. The new 
question papers will be de-
livered in the district head-
quarters on the 29th No-
vember 2017 by the board 
officials. Schools under 
Kohima district shall col-
lect it from the board’s of-
fice,” it informed. 

According to the 
NBSE, the set I question 
papers shall not be opened 
till the examination is 
over. “The heads of  in-
stitutions shall collect the 
confidential packets on 
the specified dates from 
the respective district des-
ignated schools.

“As an immediate pe-
nal action, the examina-
tion centre for govt. high 
school, Sovima, Dimapur 
is cancelled. The centre 
of  class IX final examina-
tion 2017 for this school 
shall be govt. high school, 
Diphupar ‘B’. Further 
course of  action shall be 
initiated as per rules,” it 
stated.

It also informed that 
the next examination for 
class VIII shall be held on 
Dec. 6, 2017. 

Kohima, Nov. 27 (EMN): Chief  
Election Commissioner of India 
AK Joti and Election Commis-
sioner OP Rawat, Election Com-
missioner Sunil Aorora, Deputy 
Election Commissioner Sudeep 
Jain and Director General Dilip 
Sharma arrived at Kohima on 

Monday to review poll prepared-
ness for the forthcoming assembly 
elections. 

According to a DIPR report, 
the commissioner had a meeting 
with all the recognised political 
parties, deputy commissioners and 
police superintendents upon his 

arrival. It further informed that the 
CEC of India will have a meeting 
with the chief secretary, and the di-
rector general of Nagaland Police 
at Hotel Japfu on November 28.  
The meeting will be followed by a 
news conference at the conference 
hall of Hotel Japfu, it informed. 

In three words I can 
sum up everything I've 

learned about life: it  
goes on. 

~ Robert Frost

This time, 
‘indigenous 
minority tribes’ 
decry alleged 
government 
‘conspiracy to 
alienate sons of 
the soil’

Theft at government high school in Sovima, 
Dimapur; school removed from list of exam centres  

Accuses Assam-based media and its police of causing disturbances 

Roads are disappearing... 
questions papers are 

disappearing... Please let my 
wife be next o Lord

~ Arien

Bottas holds off Hamilton in 
Abu Dhabi GP  |  P11

Dec. 4 consultation: Speaker 
continues to fluff lines 

Lotha Hoho 
alleges ‘hidden 
agenda’ behind 
NSDZ discussion

Embattled Power dept. 
pleads for patience 

Zeliang and 
Acharya greet 
Rengmas on Ngada 

FNR joins ‘solution before election’ chorus 

Aghunaqa GBs question govt.’s silence on Assam-border row 

Stolen ‘confidential packets 
of class VIII and class IX’ forces 
NBSE to postpone exams

ECI members arrive Kohima

Mirror Takes
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Miss Universe 2017: India loses, 
South Africa wins  |  P10

Eastern Mirror 
wishes all the readers 
especially the Rengma 

community on the 
occasion of Ngada. 

May this festival usher 
in peace and blessings 

for all.

Pak law minister resigns; Islamists 
call off deadly protests  | P9

resenting 13 colonies/villages located 
between Dhobinullah and Thahekhu 
village, the department on Monday is-
sued a statement appealing the citizens 
to ‘bear with us’ despite the bleak cir-
cumstances. 

“It is to inform the general public 
that the department of  Power, govern-
ment of  Nagaland is trying very hard to 
restore stable supply at Dimapur out of  
very limited resources available with the 
department ands our esteemed citizens 
of  Dimapur are requested to kindly bear 
with us till such time the power supply 
system is normalized. Currently the 
installation of  10 MVA transformer at 
Nagarjan is in full swing and it is likely 
to be completed in 2 to 3 days time. 

“The department had already trans-
ferred the load of  Peren district to 
Kohima and efforts are underway for 
transferring some load of  Nagarjan 
sub-station to 20 MVA at Sovima sub-
station. The installation of  the new 20 
MVA transformer which the depart-
ment had arranged on loan basis has 
also started at Nagarjan and if  every-
thing goes well in about 15 days time it 
will be ready,” it informed. 

While appreciating the concern 
raised by the citizens, the department 
stated that ‘till such time sufficient 
maintenance fund is released’ it will not 
be in a position to give quality power 
supply as desired. 

“It may please be noted that senior 
officers at the level of  engineer-in-chief  
and chief  engineer(T&G) are constant-
ly monitoring the technical activities 
at Nagarjan sub-station and it is our 
earnest appeal to the esteemed citizens 
of  Dimapur to kindly assist the depart-
ment in the following manner:
 Kindly safe power by using ceiling 

fan or table fan and restrict use of  
air condition at Dimapur as too 
much of  power is consumed by air 
condition system.

 Kindly assist the department of  
Power in checking power theft at 
Dimapur especially in stopping 
those cases where there is by pass-
ing of  power meters and tempering 
of  power meters.



Lukikhe village turns 125 years Speaker convenes consultative meeting

CAN Youth organises orientation 
cum community action day

Vikaho respond to BJP 
Zbt. president’s statement

IMPACT, health centers reach out to Adivasis in Assam

Diphupar students to agitate 
against govt. on scholarship

Entrepreneurs Associates: Uplifting women street vendors

A book in Ao Naga titled 
‘Shiba Aitsutsu’ released 

Former speaker joins NDPP
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 Orientation on Samvidhan LIVE! being held at NEISSR. Dr. N Tsudir releasing the book at DABA on Monday.

Medical and IMPACT team with United Adivavis village leaders after the camp at Karbi Anglong. 

CWWS and EA members with women vendors after the workshop at Mission Centre, Pfütsero.

Y Kikheto Sema and othe officials after unveiling the monolith of 125th Anniversary of Lukikhe village on 
Nov. 23 at the public ground, Lukikhi village.

Motorcade rehearsal for president’s visit
In view of the ongoing preparations for visit of the 
President of India to Kohima from Nov. 30 to Dec. 1, 
Sr. Superintendent of Police Vekhosa Chakhesang, has 
informed that there will be a motorcade rehearsal 
along VVIP’s proposed route of travel in Kohima 
on Nov. 28 from 3 p.m. onwards. He also informed 
that the smooth flow of traffic may be temporarily 
obstructed. Therefore, vehicle users and commuters 
are requested to bear with the inconvenience.

Rio to grace Tuophema-Tesophenyu 
‘Friendship Treaty’
MP Lok Sabha  Neiphiu Rio will grace the the 50 years 
celebration of the historic “Friendship Treaty” of 
Tuophema and Tesophenyu on Nov. 30 at Tuophema. 
The monolith at Tesophema will be dedicated by Rev. 
Rüdilhou Rio at 8 a.m. followed by a short function. 
On the same day at 11 a.m. the monolith at Tuophema 
will be dedicated by Rev. Wachulo Jemu followed by 
the main function. CT Rengma will narrate the history 
of the treaty.

NE regional dental conference 
The inaugural function of the 10th North East Regional 
Dental Conference 2017 cum 15th IDA Nagaland State 
branch conference will be held at Capital Convention 
Center, Secretariat road Kohima, on Nov. 29 at 3 p.m. 
Additional Chief Secretary & Finance Commissioner, 
Temjen Toy will grace the function as chief guest.

MDMSA informs members
The Mon District Ministerial Staff Association (MDMSA) 
has informed all action committee members of each 
block who are being appointed to supervise various 
offices to be present at the station by 9:30 a.m., near 
UDO office, during agitation.

State RJD to tour districts 
The state RJD along with Mahila and youth wings 
will be touring all the 11 districts from Dec. 2 for the 
forth coming general election. The president also 
requested all state executive members to report to 
the state office and also district office bearers to stay 
in station.

DC Zbt. informs on electorate grievances
Deputy Commissioner and District Election Officer, 
Zunheboto Tridibesh Roy, has informed that control 
room for election has been set in the district for 
election purpose. Electorate and all stakeholders with 
complaints and grievances under Zunheboto district 
are asked to contact 9615315612 or 8575348478 
between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. before the election is 
announced.

ANSTA Tsg. unit executive session
All Nagaland School Teachers’ Association (ANSTA) 
Tuensang unit has informed all sub-units and executive 
members that the executive session of the unit for the 
year 2017 will be held on Nov. 30, 10 a.m. at treasurer’s 
residence. All the concerned members have been 
requested to attend the meeting positively.

News iN Brief

“Let us not forget to pay 
respect to our elders who 
are the source of all kinds of  

blessings” Kikheto said. 
Stating that Nagas are 

very fortunate to be placed 

in a fertile land, he encour-
aged the people to be more 
keen and diligent in cultiva-

tion.
The chief guest also re-

leased the 125th Anniversa-
ry magazine and also inau-
gurated concrete approach 
road and Public Ground, 
Lukikhe village

The celebration was 
marked with various cul-
tural shows and choreog-
raphy of  transition (1892 
- 2017) performed by men, 
women folk and children of  
Lukikhe village.

Earlier, the village gate 
was dedicated by Pastor 
AVBC Rev. Vikuto. The 
function was chaired by 
Director Land Resources 
Hoto Yeptho while wel-
come address was delivered 
by head GB Lashito Yeptho 
and vote of thanks was pro-
posed by advisor of  Sumi 
Hoho Toniho P Yeptho. 
Village chairman, Khahovi 
Yepthomi also spoke at the 
programme. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier has convened the Nagaland Legisla-
tors’ Forum consultative meeting with the 
ex - parliamentarians and civil societies on 
Naga political issue on Dec. 4, 11 a.m. at the 
Regional Centre of Excellence in Music and 
Performing Arts (RCEMP A), Jotsoma.

Registration of civil societies will com-
mence from 10 a.m. onwards.

All the members of the NLA, members 
of  parliament, ex - parliamentarians and 
below listed civil societies are requested to 
attend the meeting.
1. Ex-parliamentarians, 
2. Three delegates from each Organisation

(i) Forum for Naga Reconciliation (ii)  
Naga Hoho (iii) Eastern Naga People’s 

Organisation (iv) Central Nagaland Tribes 
Council (v) Nagaland Tribes Council (vi) 
Naga Mothers’ Association (vii) Eastern 
Naga Women Organisation (viii) Tenyimi 
Public Organisation (ix) Nagaland G.B. 
Federation (x) Naga Student’s Federation 
(xi) Eastern Naga Student’s Federation. 
3. Two delegates from each tribal hohos

(i) Angami Public Organisation (ii) Ao 
Senden (iii) Chakhesang Public Organisa-
tion (iv) Chang Khulei Setshang (v)Khia-
mniungan Hoho (vi) Konyak Union (vii) 
Lotha Hoho (viii) Phom People’s Council 
(xi) Puchury Hoho (x) Rengma Hoho (xi) 
Sangtam Likhum Pumji (xii) Sumi Hoho 
(xiii) Yimchunger Tribal Council (xiv) 
Zeliangrong Baudi (N) (xv) Western Sumi 
Hoho, Dimapur.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The CAN Youth, a social 
initiatives organised orienta-
tion cum community action 
day programme on ‘Sam-
vidhan LIVE!, the Jagrik 
project, on Nov. 25 at North 
East Institute for Social Sci-
ence & Research (NEISSR) 
conference Hall.

The Samvidhan LIVE!, 
the Jagrik project is a nation-
wide initiative anchored 
by a Delhi based organisa-
tion Com-Mutiny the Youth 
Collective (CYC) involving 
young people in the practical 
field of constitutional funda-
mental rights and duties with 
various task given during the 
process of the campaign. Its 
main objective is to promote 

young people aware of their 
fundamental rights and du-
ties as a citizen of India, the 
release informed.

The orientation work-
shop was facilitated by 
project coordinator, Sedelo 
T Vadeo and chief function-
ary of CAN Youthm Jenpu 
Rongmei. Introducing the 
Jagrik volunteers, facilita-
tors asked the participants to 
share their self experienced 
on stereo-types. 

The other session in-
cluded reflection on value 
ranking of each individual, 
understanding and build-
ing ownership towards the 
constitution, forming of  
Jagrik volunteers and their 
responsibility to embark on a 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The Lukikhe village ob-
served 125th anniversary 
on Nov. 23 at the public 
ground, Lukikhe village, 
with Secretary of  Finance 
and Land Resources depart-
ment, Y Kikheto Sema as 
chief guest. 

Unveiling the monolith, 
the chief guest said that an-
niversary is a time to cherish 
the fond memories of  the 
past and claim the future 
blessings.

Pointing out the con-
flicts was continuous killing 
which was widely prevalent 
during our forefathers’ time, 
Kikheto said their courage 
and sacrifices for the safe-
guarding the village should 
be honored. 

He also appreciated the 
head GB of  Lukikhe for 
initiating peace between the 
tribes in the border areas for 
peaceful atmosphere. 

two months campaign.
In the evening session, 

the community action 
day was observed under 
the chairmanship of  Kati-
ni Emily. Kivitoli Chishi, 
core-team member of CAN 
Youth invoked God’s bless-
ing, while chief functionary 
of CAN Youth gave a brief  
picture about of the Samvid-
han LIVE!

Alino Chishi shared his 
interest why she chose to 
be in the campaign. Lita-
holi Zalipu, former Jagrik 
volunteer encouraged the 
new volunteers to be non-
judgmental, competent and 
committed to their task. 

Asst. Prof. NEISSR 
Robert, encourage the vol-
unteers by quoting the fa-
mous proverb of  Swami 
Vivekananda “Give me few 
man and woman who are 
pure and selfless that will 
seek their endeavor.” 

Philip Lorin, member of  
legal cell also the importance 
of  constitutional Funda-
mental Rights and Duties 
and how important it plays 
to protect the dignity an 
individual in great condition 
in whichever human being 
can develop his personality 
to the fullest extent.

Coordinator Sedelo T 
Vadeo led the introduction 
and oath-taking for two 
months campaign to be car-
ried out by Jagrik volun-
teers.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN):  
The Diphupar Naga Stu-
dents’ Union has decided 
to carried out a poster cam-
paign as part of it 1st phase 
of  agitation against the 
state government and the 
concerned department for 
non-disbursement of schol-
arship.

A press statement from 
the union president Kum-
lamo Patton and general 
secretary Pitovi Achumi, 
stated that in the of failure 
of the government to meet 
their demand within a stipu-
lated time, the office of the 
union will not hesitate to 
carry out further course of  
action.

The students union also 
appealed to all the right 
thinking individuals and 
organisations to support the 
student fraternity in the fight 
for justice.

 “The callous attitude 
of  the state government 
and the concerned depart-
ment towards the plight of  
the students is beyond any 
measure of human tolerabil-

ity/patience. Inspite of  the 
repeated appeals to the state 
government by the students 
to release their scholarship, 
the government has paid no 
heed to the demands, which 
shows its indifferent attitude 
towards the student frater-
nity,” the release stated.

 Therefore, in the interest 
of  the student community, 
the union has resolved to 
confront injustice till every 
student receives his/her 
scholarship that is due.

The union also men-
tioned that it has also come 
to the notice that while the 
amount of  admission and 
monthly fees paid by the stu-
dents keeps rising on annual 
basis, the amount of scholar-
ship paid to the students has 
remained stagnant for the 
past decade which defies any 
logical explanation. 

In addition the scholar-
ship paid at the present rate 
does not even cover 1/3 of  
the students annual expendi-
ture. So the decision of the 
government to release the 
scholarship on instalment 

basis is a mockery to the 
state’s education system and 
reflects the seriousness of the 
government towards the stu-
dents, upon whom the future 
of the state and country lies, 
the release added. 

The student union also 
stated that the scholarship 
scandals is just one among 
many instances of  broad 
day-light robbery wherein, 
the students do not receive 
the support and facilities that 
are meant for them, as the 
government and concerned 
officials consider it is a bonus 
packages that comes with 
the position they hold. 

In this scenario, the un-
ion said “we are only re-
minded of an old Brazilian 
saying which when applied 
in the context of Nagaland 
could be re-interpreted as, 
“If  shits were worth any-
thing, the students would be 
born without asses.”

In the interest of the stu-
dent community, the union 
demanded that the remain-
ing amount of  scholarship 
be released immediately. 

medical camp. But this is 
the first time a medical team 
from Nagaland has visited 
our village for a free medi-
cal camp. This is a very well 
organised camp initiated by 
IMPACT along with the 
medical team from Eden 
Medical Centre and Referral 
Hospital (CIHSR). Our peo-
ple have received very good 
medical treatment in this 
camp. But I regret that not 
many from the neighbour-
ing villages could attend this 

camp except those whom 
I personally transported 
from certain points. I thank 
IMPACT and the medical 
team and hope that a weekly 
or monthly medical health 
centre can be started in this 
village to benefit many from 
these areas.”

Executive Director IM-
PACT SentiLongkumer 
thanked the management 
and the medical team from 
the two hospitals for their 
sacrificial service. He also 

thanked Dr. Z Mozhui of  
MH Hospital for his con-
tinued support in providing 
medical resources for this 
camp.  He also expressed his 
gratitude to the GB, pastor, 
youth director, elders and 
volunteers of UAV for their 
support in hosting the camp. 
The director also mentioned 
that his dream is to start a 
weekly medical health cen-
tre in the village to serve the 
health issues of many from 
these areas.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): In response to the BJP Zuh-
neboto division president, Shikuto Sumi’s statement, pub-
lished in local dailies on Nov. 27, the former vice president 
of the division, Vikaho T Zhimomi in a release stated that 
he has resigned on his own will as he lost confidence under 
the leadership of Shikuto Sumi.

Zhimomi said and for his forwarded his resignation to 
state BJP president, district I/c Zunheboto, and president 
BJP Zunheboto six days back. He also stated that he did 
not publish it in the media as he did not want “to play petty 
politics.”

“As a matured political worker, I joined the BJP, to 
strengthen the party from grass root level and to bring about 
as many reformations as I could in my own capacity as a 
sincere party leader, but seeing the autocratic style of Shri 
Shikuto Sumi it is really disheartening which has led me to 
take this extreme step” the release stated.

“BJP is a National political party where we work under 
the directives of centre, for which I am well aware but Mr. 
Shikuto who runs the party office in Dimapur without know-
ing the ground realities in his own division and commanding 
the party by being in his comfort zone at Dimapur without 
being in station is just a mockery of a National party like 
BJP. While I in good spirit advised him to be in the station 
to strongly strengthen the party, but he took it otherwise and 
rather tagged me as being an “anti party” where he felt un-
comfortable of my good advice,” Zhimomi stated.

“Mr. Shikuto Sumi is also sadly not aware of my resigna-
tion letter which was addressed to him in the office of BJP 
Zunheboto six days back and without knowing any happen-
ings in the division he has gone ahead with the press release 
saying I am removed from party for which I am utterly 
shocked,” the statement added.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): A press release from Media & 
Communications Committee of  Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) has informed that Neiba Ndang, 
former speaker of Nagaland Legislative Assembly, national 
secretary NCP, secretary general NCP-Northeast has joined 
the NDPP on Monday.

He was welcomed at the official meeting chaired by 
NDPP president Chingwang Konyak in Dimapur. He was 
also the executive member of the Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association representing SE Asian Countries.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
With the objective of reach-
ing out to women vendors in 
Pfutsero town of  the Phek 
sistrict, Entrepreneurs As-
sociates (EA) in partner-
ship with the Chakhesang 
Women Welfare Society 
(CWWS) organised a day-
long workshop on Nov. 26. 
The programme is a con-
tinuation of  the “uplifting 
women street vendors,” a 
project being undertaken 
by EA. 

The event which was 
held at Mission Centre, head-
quarter of the Chakhesang 
Baptist Churches Council 
began with a devotional ses-
sion which addressed issues 
concerning women. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, secretary CWWS, Ve-
chulou Kanuo encouraged 
the womenfolk to give their 
best stating that “the Bible 
also clearly tells us that we 
need to work and earn our 
bread”. She also informed 

that they formed a very im-
portant link in the economic 
chain of the state.

Reiterating the impor-
tance of the women vendors 
who are the guardians of the 
indigenous economy, master 
franchisee, Aloha Mental 
Arithmetic, Neikule Doulo 
impressed upon the partici-
pants on their contributions 
to the local trading scene. 

The fact that they are 
creating value in the local 
produces which they mostly 
source from the remotest sec-
tions of the society implies 
their immense contributions 
to the livelihood of  many 
rural people, she said.

Highlighting the dire 
need for Nagas to get more 
involved in entrepreneurial 
activities, Doulo encouraged 
the women to be the torch 
bearers in their families and 
society. Since they are self  
employed and do not receive 
monthly salaries, she advised 
that they should “pay them-

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
A book in Ao Naga titled 
‘Shiba Aitsutsu’ was re-
leased at DABA by the Rev. 
Dr. N Tzudir on Monday.

The book is authored 
by Maong Jamir, assistant 
director Prodigals’ Home, 
Dimapur. 

The book will be avail-
able at ABAM book Shop, 
Impur, ABAM Book De-
pot Mokokchung, Word of  
Christ, Christian Literature 
Centre, OM India Dimapur, 
and Hallelujah Book Cen-
tre, Nagarjan junction, Di-
mapur.

selves every day or month 
in the form of keeping aside 
some amount as savings”.

A detailed input on the 
need to save and why they 
should take it up was pro-
vided by branch manager 
EA, Phek, Welhikro Mero. 
He also introduced the vari-
ous thrift programmes avail-
able under EA’s cooperative 
wing, EATACOL and en-
couraged them to participate 
in some of them.

About 60 women ven-
dors from different market-

ing areas of the town partici-
pated is said to have attended 
the in the first phase of the 
initiative at Pftusero. 

During the programme, 
many of  them shared this 
was their first time in such 
a programme which has 
thrown light to a new per-
spective of their work. Some 
of the women vendors also 
pledged to begin the proc-
ess of keeping some money 
aside regularly for their fu-
ture. 

During the interaction, 

vendors also highlighted 
difficulties faced by them 
regularly as they work un-
der the harshest of working 
conditions. Absence of toi-
lets and basic amenities like 
water supply in and around 
their work place are main 
problems for those who sell 
around the town. 

Women who were also 
involved in transporting 
their goods to Kohima and 
Dimapur shared their griev-
ances such as lack of good 
public transport system, 

taxes from municipal com-
mittees and various groups.
Therefore, they suggested 
that the state machinery 
and organisations working 
in the development sector 
should take stock of  their 
problems and come up with 
some positive measures to 
help them. 

“The EA’s project is con-
ceptualised to reach out to 
the last mile individuals in-
volved in bridging the rural 
village economies with the 
urban centres. EA has there-
fore undertaken this novel 
initiative of connecting with 
women vendors who form 
a large section of  the local 
workforce to understand 
their plight while also train-
ing them on financial literacy 
and management, provide 
credit linkages, inform them 
about their legal rights and 
link them to health care 
providers to alleviate their 
living standards” the release 
informed.”

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The IMPACT in partnership 
with Eden Medical Centre 
and Christian Institute of  
Health Sciences Research or-
ganised a free medical check-
up and treatment camp on 
Nov. 24, to provide health-
care support to residents 
of  United Adivasi village 
and neighbouring villages in 
Karbi Anglong, Assam.

About 300 people ben-
efited from the noble initia-
tive.

A team of seven doctors 
including gynaecologist, 
dermatologist, paediatri-
cian, surgeon and medicine, 
pharmacist and four nurses 
from EMC and CIHSR ren-
dered their services during 
the camp. 

Besides treatment, the 
team also gave consultations 
and medicine free of  cost. 
Some patients have been 
diagnosed for further treat-
ment.

Speaking at the camp, 
GB United Adivasi village, 
Tilu Bagh said “about two 
decades back, a medical 
team from Bokajan had 
visited the village for free 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Late Kiyelho Phucho Ex. M.L.A 
Born: 01-03-35 Died: 21-11-17

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints” Psalms 112:15

We the bereaved family of Late Kiyelho Phucho Ex. MLA, wish 
to express our sincere gratitude to all those who supported and 

during the period of illness and the sad demise of our beloved father. We 
are truly indebted and acknowledge your help, support, kindness and 
condolences received. 
We convey our heartfelt appreciation to:

 The Staffs of Eden Hospital, 
 The Churches, 
 The Governor of Nagaland, 
 Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 
 Legislators, 
 Organizations, 
 Fellowships,
 Families, 
 Friends, 
 Neighbors and 
 Well wishers.

We will always hold in grateful remembrance your kind expression of 
sympathy in our recent bereavement. As it is impossible for us to thank 
all those concerned individually, it is our fervent prayer that the Almighty 

~ Loving Wife, Children, Grandchildren and In-Laws. D-
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Representatives of Lotha organisations and officials of NHIDCL during a meeting at Sivasagar on November 21.

Dimapur Congress members pose for a group photo with the NPCC president, K Therie, after the meeting 
on November 27.

Parliamentary secretary of tourism C Apok Jamir along with the NEIDA officials after inaugurating the 
Tourist Information Centre in Dzüleke village on November 27.

State

NHIDCL assures adhering to specification

Government opposes 
extension of ‘Disturbed Area’

Congress urges Therie to contest in Dimapur

Tourist Information Centre 
inaugurated in Dzüleke

WCYO supports WSYF

State governor suggests 
strengthening connectivity
Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): State Governor 
PB Acharya has suggested strengthening 
connectivity of North East with the ASEAN 
region in order to promote trade, culture, 
people to people contacts and physical in-
frastructure. He was of the view that with 
right focus on the development of connec-
tivity, infrastructure and cooperation with 
the neighbouring countries, Nagaland ould 
become one of the trading/economic hubs 
connecting ASEAN countries. 

The Governor said this while address-
ing the North East Governor’s Conclave 
with Minster for External Affairs, Sushma 
Swaraj, at New Delhi on November 23.

On development and connectivity, the 
Governor stated that increase in trade with 
neighbouring countries is possible if the state 
has good road connectivity. He felt that once 
the ongoing construction of 4-lane road be-
tween Kohima and Dimapur is complete, it 
would open up smooth connectivity for the 
state as well as other regions. 

“Opening new and reactivating dormant 
trade routes as well as facilitating border 
trade and transit points will not only boost 
ties between neighbouring countries but 
also improve the economic condition of  
the State,” PRO statement said quoting the 
Governor.

Acharya also said that the youth are on 
an advantageous position because of Eng-
lish medium education. He said youth with 
proper skill training could be a strong service 
provider to South East Asian countries.

To promote ties with the ASEAN 
countries, the Governor also suggested cul-
tural exchange programmes with South East 

Asian countries. He stated that North East 
Zone Cultural Centre (NEZCC), Dimapur, 
could play nodal role in this regard where  
nearly 5000 performing artists teams have 
been registered with NEZCC from all the 
eight NAMASTE States’ (N -  Nagaland, 
A – Arunachal Pradesh, M – Manipur,  Mi-
zoram, Meghalaya, A – Assam,  S – Sikkim 
, T - Tripura, and E-East ). 

The Governor also felt that efforts should 
be made for setting up special economic 
zones. He said Nagaland needs to be devel-
oped as an export-hub so that it can link up 
with India’s neighbourhood in South and 
South East Asia. He said that Nagaland pro-
duces the best bamboo products at cheaper 
prices due to the availability of raw material 
as well as manpower, while floriculture has 
emerged as a major business option for 
unemployed youth of Nagaland and getting 
good annual turnover from its export. 

Acharya also felt that education and 
healthcare facilities in border areas were 
important to forge greater ties between India 
and ASEAN countries. He has suggested 
setting up schools and colleges under Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) mode on border 
areas to cater to border area people as well 
as for those living across the border. Besides, 
he has suggested setting up nursing homes, 
orphanages, old age homes, skill training 
centres in border areas for the betterment of  
the people living on the border.

The meeting was attended by all Gov-
ernors of the North East states and covered 
various points to forge greater ties between 
India and ASEAN countries under the Act 
East Policy.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
National Highways and 
Infrastructure Development 
Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL) 
has assured adhering to all 
technical specification and 
codal norms in the imple-
mentation of work.

NHIDCL made this as-
surance to the Lotha organi-
sations led by Lotha Hoho 
(LH) during a meeting in its 
office on November 21 at 
Sivasagar, Assam, following 
discussion on the delay in 
implementation of rehabili-
tation cum upgradation road 
works of Wokha – Merapani 
Highway. The Lotha organi-
sations have, in turn, assured 
full support and cooperation 
to the NHIDCL and the 
contractor in the implemen-
tation of the work. 

The NHIDCL clarified 
that the contractor would 
implement the major com-

Kohima, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
C Apok Jamir, parliamenta-
ry secretary of Tourism, has 
inaugurated the Dzüleke 
Tourist Information Centre 
in Dzüleke village under 
Kohima district on Novem-
ber 27. The information 
centre was set up under the 
initiatives of  North East 
Initiative Development 
Agency (NEIDA), funded 
by Tata Trust.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jamir stated that tour-
ism is one of the biggest po-
tential in Nagaland in order 
to provide livelihood to the 
community. With the avail-
ability of the potentials, he, 
however, reminded of their 
responsibilities to maintain 
balance in growth.

He said tourism has 
three major aspects to look 
into i.e. social progress, 
economic development, 
and protection of  environ-
ment and climate changes. 
Mentioning that tourism 
is one of  the biggest and 
fastest growing industry in 
the world, he encouraged 
the community to take the 
advantages and make it 
one of the hotspot for eco-
tourism and also for their 

economic sustainability. He 
also urged the community 
to set a proper guideline 
to preserve the nature and 
environment.

He further impressed 
upon the people to take re-
sponsibility in protecting the 
environment so that “our 
future generation are benefit-
ted from the responsibility 
we have done today.”

Sentimongla Kechuchar, 
NEIDA, said the project 
started in 2013 under liveli-
hood and sustainable eco-
tourism. Stating that conser-
vation of forest and nature 
alone cannot sustain in the 
long run, she has encour-
aged eco-tourism in order to 
enable the community earn 
their livelihood. 

Kechuchar hoped that 
the initiative would set a 
benchmark for other villages 
to embark on eco-tourism. 

She also informed that 
the agency would set up 
the next project at Fakhim 
under Tuensang and Than-
amir under Kiphire district.

Avi Khate, chairman 
of  Dzüleke Eco-tourism 
Board (DETB), stated that 
with the guide and support 
of NEIDA, the DETB was 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
Considering the total break-
down of  governance and 
infrastructure development 
on all fronts, Dimapur Dis-
trict Congress Committee 
(DCC) has urged the Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) presi-
dent K Therie to contest 
the ensuing election from 
Dimapur district.

This was conveyed by 
Congress party officials 
from Dimapur comprising 
of DCC Dimapur, ACCCs, 
DMCC, AMCC, DDYC 
and Minority Cell, which 
called upon K Therie on 
November 27 at Dimapur 
to discuss on the upcoming 

2018 State general election.
The members had dis-

cussed on the total negligence 
of the Dimapur district lead-
ing to the pathetic conditions 
brought about by present 
NPF led DAN government 
and negligence by repre-
sentatives of the district. The 
members felt that the district, 
being the main commercial 
hub and gateway connect-
ing the mainland, has been 
ignored leading to poor con-
dition of electricity, eroded 
roads, heavy flooding of cer-
tain areas, collapsed bridges, 
degraded economy and com-
merce and constant threats 
by anti-social elements.

In order to safeguard 

the citizens of  Dimapur, 
the house felt the need to 
urgently elect strong repre-
sentatives, who have clear 
vision to bring back impor-
tance and development to 
Dimapur district. 

After threadbare discus-
sion, Dimapur District Con-
gress Committee and all 
frontals requested the NPCC 
president K Therie to consid-
er contesting from Dimapur 
district. The DDCC has 
assured to take every step to 
ensure that he is elected for 
the welfare of the Dimapur 
district. This was stated in 
a press release issued by 
Dimapur DCC president 
Dietho Rhakho.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
With the relatively peaceful 
situation, State govern-
ment has questioned the 
necessity on extension of  
notification declaring Na-
galand as ‘Disturbed Area’ 
under Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Power) Act 1958.

In a letter to the Secre-
tary (Home), Government 
of  India, Special Secre-
tary to Government of  
Nagaland, SR Saravanan 
stated that Government 
of  Nagaland have been 
persistently opposed such 
proposals for extension 
of  notification declaring 
Nagaland as “Disturbed 
Area” in the past and con-
tinues to oppose further 
extension of  the notifica-
tion in the State. 

Stating that the overall 
situation in Nagaland is 

by and large peaceful com-
pared to other States of  the 
country, the letter stated 
that the law enforcement 
agencies of  the State are 
satisfactorily dispensing its 
duties. 

With most of  the un-
derground factions are in 
truce with Government of  
India, except NSCN(K), it 
stated that the joining of  
six Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) in the 
ongoing talks on the Naga 
political issue and the sup-
port of  civil society organi-
sations is a significant sign 
of  peaceful atmosphere. 

In view of  the relatively 
peaceful situation, the State 
government was of  the 
view that extension of  no-
tification declaring Naga-
land as “Disturbed Area’ is 
not necessary.

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
Asserting the demand of  
Western Sumi Youth Front 
(WSYF) for good roads, 
bridges, uninterrupted pow-
er supply, water supply etc 
are citizens’ right, the West-
ern Chakhesang Youth 
Organisation (WCYO) 
has joined the chorus for 
timely repair of  roads and 
bridges.

WCYO has, in a press 
release issued by its presi-
dent Likalo Letro and the 
general secretary Vekho 
Ruho, extended whole-
hearted support to the de-
mand and assured its full 
co-operation in the fight 
for justice.

WCYO has expressed 
serious concern over the 
near total collapse of  basic 
public utility infrastruc-
tures in the state. It pointed 
out with distress that the 
state has been surviving on 
the infrastructure created 
during World War II era 
and the early 1960s and 
70s, while the neighboring 
states are building inter-
national airports, flyovers, 
the nation’s longest bridge, 
multi-lane roads and Bridg-
es, modern stadiums etc.

In the light of  the above 
s tated c i rcumstances, 
WCYO has extended its 
support to the demand 
made by the WSYF.

formed in October 30, 2014, 
while the forest conservation 
started in 1999 with the view 
to protected the ecology.

Earlier, the parliamen-
tary secretary also unveiled 
the monolith. 

ponents of  the work items 
and any work item to be sub-
let to sub-contractor would 
be subjected to approval of  
the NHIDCL.

The representatives of  
Lotha organisations and 
the NHIDCL officials had 
discussed on various aspects 
of  the road works wherein 

each party expressed views 
and opinions on the ongo-
ing works of  the highway. 
The Lotha organisations 
apprised the NHIDCL of-
ficials of the ground realities 
at the site of work and their 
dissatisfaction on the way 
the work had been allotted 
to a Lucknow based contrac-

tor at a very low rate below 
schedule of rates, unsatisfac-
tory progress of implemen-
tation of works etc. 

After an exhaustive con-
sultations and discussion the 
NHIDCL had assured ad-
hering to all technical speci-
fications and codal norms 
in the implementation of  

the work. 
The Lotha organisations 

have, meanwhile, cautioned 
that NHIDCL would be 
held accountable for any 
omission or commission 
in the implementation of  
the work and that the ben-
eficiary Lotha community 
would insist on adherence 
to all specifications and 
norms and timely imple-
mentation. The NHIDCL 
also made available to the 
Lotha organisations copies 
of  related documents for 
necessary reference and 
enforcement. 

This was stated in a 
joint release issued by Lotha 
Hoho general secretary Er. 
Mhondamo Ovung and 
the convenor of  Monitor-
ing and Vigilance Commit-
tee for Wokha – Merapani 
road rehabilitation works S 
Mhonlumo Lotha.
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Eviction drive on encroachers across Assam 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The East division of  Forest 
de par tment  o f  Karb i 
Anglong with the support 
from district administration 
and law and order carried 
out  evic t ion dr ive  by 
demolishing temporary 
s t r uc tu re s,  boundar y 
fencing and electric pole 
that were constructed inside 
the Lahorijan Proposed 
Reser ve Forest  (PRF) 
inside Karbi Anglong on 
Monday. The Lahorijan 
PRF falling inside Karbi 
Anglong is on the inter-
state boundary of  Assam-
Nagaland. The eviction 
was carried out on Mon. 
Nov. 27.

T h e  e v i c t i o n  wa s 
carried out at Hatoka 
gaon,  Hajongpur  and 

parts of  Kramsa model 
village coming under PRF. 
The eviction drive started 
from 9 in the morning and 
completed at 12 noon. The 
Forest officials claimed 
that 166 temporary houses 
were demolished during 
the eviction drive using two 
earth movers to demolish 
the houses.

There were 416 forest 
officials and staffs headed 
by DFOs of  West and East 
divisions, ACF, rangers, dy. 
rangers, foresters and forest 
guards including both men 
and women. 

W h i l e  S P,  K a r b i 
Anglong Dr. G.V Siva 
Prasad gave the figure of  
910 personnel including 
both Assam Police and 
20 Bn. CRPF who were 
engaged in the drive. 

Al together  around 
1,336 of  both forest, police 
and paramilitary personnel 
were used in the eviction 
drive.

T h e  L a h o r i j a n 
PRF which have teak 
plantation were cleared 
out many years back by 
timber smugglers and land 
encroachers making the 
vast area into a barren land. 
The whole barren land 
has paved way for land 
encroachers to occupy the 
forest land without any 
trouble. 

The encroached are on 
seeing the surroundings 
s e e m s  l i k e  a  r e c e n t 
settlement of  about three 
to four years as horticulture 
saplings like jackfruit, 
mango, and lemon are seen 
growing. 

T h e  e n c r o a c h e r s 
settling in the forest land 
have cultivated vegetables 
and spices on the forest 
land. The area has road 
construction and iron 
electric poles erected for 
electricity connection. In 
some places wires have 
already be connected from 
post to post inside the forest 
land.

From Hatoka area 
3 5  h o u s e s  a n d  f r o m 
Hajongpur area 80 houses 
were demolished in today’s 
eviction drive and parts of  
Kramsa model village was 
also touched where few 
houses were demolished.

A  f o r e s t  o f f i c i a l 
said that reportedly 800 
bighas of  land owned by 
Augustine in Kramsa area 
and large parts of  the area 
falling under revenue land 
and those parts falling 
inside Lahorijan PRF were 
cleared out. 

Deputy Commissioner 
,  Karbi  Anglong Adil 
Khan, Superintending 
Police , Karbi Anglong Dr. 
G.V Siva Prasad, Inspector, 
20 Bn. CRPF Nirmal Singh 
and DFO, East Division 
Joysing Bey and DFO, 
West Division Jaganath 
Rongpi, and rangers took 
active part in the eviction 
drive here on today.

More eviction is said 
to be carried out on Nov. 
28 at Raikom Aklam and 
Hileswar Boro villages 
under Daldoli RF of  West 
Div is ion,  DFO,  West 
Division Jaganath Rongpi 
informed.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  N o v.  2 7 
(EMN):The two-day inter-
regional media Interaction 
p r o g r a m m e  b e t we e n 
Myanmar and India began 
at Imphal on Monday.

I n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e 
programme at a conference 
hall of  a private hotel in 
Imphal, Manipur Chief  
Minister Nongthomban 
Biren Singh said that his 
government is taking steps 
to introduce bus service 
between Manipur and 
Myanmar and VISA issues 
in order to have people 
to people contact for a 
better relationship between 
the two neighbouring 
countries.

S t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
interaction programme 
has marked the beginning 
of  a new chapter in the 
bilateral relation of the two 
neighbouring countries, 
Manipur CM said  media 
should be strengthened as 

it plays a crucial role in 
delivering good governance 
to the people and creating 
good civic sense among the 
masses.

Reminding the gathering 
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n 

programme organised 
b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d 
Myanmar journalists was an 
outcome of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s historic 
visit to Yangon in Sep. this 
year where Modi said he is 

glad that the two countries 
had agreed to encourage 
cooperation between the 
Press Council of  India 
(PCI) and Myanmar Press 
Council(MPC).

Drawing attention of  

the Myanmar journalists, 
he also informed that his 
government will consider 
the proposal of  setting up 
of  a guest house for the 
Myanmarese particularly 
for the Buddhist monks in 
the state as many Buddhists 
from Myanmar goes to 
Bodhgaya annually.

Expressing hope that 
the media delegates would 
explore more about the 
potentials of the state during 
their stay in the state, Biren 
further said that he has a 
firm belief  that bilateral 
relations between the two 
sides can be enhanced 
through ‘people-to-people 
connectivity’ while citing 
that giving emphasis to 
diplomatic channels is also 
equally important. 

State Chief  Secretary 
RR Rashmi, Commissioner 
(Information and Public 
Relations) K Radhakumar 
and Convenor of  State 
Leve l  Commit tee  for 

Actualisation of  Act East 
Policy, RK Shivachandra 
also attended the inaugural 
function of  the interaction 
programme which was 
attended by 11 Myanmar 
journalists representing 
MPC, Myanmar Journalists 
Association, News Media 
Council Myanmar, Mizzima 
media group and Burmese 
News International etc.

Two representatives 
from PCI, one representative 
each from Press Association, 
Indian Journalist Union and 
Editor Guild of India and a 
number of senior journalists 
from Manipur are also 
taking part in the interaction 
programme.

During the morning 
session, Pradip Phanjoubam 
of  Imphal Free Press, Dr 
Zaw Than of  MPC and 
Vivek Saxena of  PCI 
spoke on ‘Cooperation and 
understanding in media and 
activities between Myanmar 
and India.’

Itanagar, Nov. 27 (PTI): 
A Lok Sabha member 
f r o m  A r u n a c h a l  h a s 
written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi requesting 
him to take up with the 
Chinese government the 
unusual receding of  Siang 
river at Pasighat and a 
sudden change in its water 
quality.

N i n o n g  E r i n g , 
Congress MP from the East 
Constituency, apprehended 
that the change in water 
quality, which is unusual 
during the winter season, 
could be due to a possible 
diversion of  the river in 
Tibet.

Whi le  v i s i t ing  the 
Siang River at Pasighat 
in East Siang district on 
Saturday, Ering said that 
the recent report of  China 
constructing a tunnel of  
1,000 km to divert the 
Siang (Brahmaputra) water 
to the Xinjiang province to 
the Taklamakan desert is 
likely to be true although 
China had denied it.

He mentioned in the 
letter sent on Saturday, the 
report of  Tsangpo (Siang/
B r a h m a p u t r a )  b e i n g 
diverted had appeared a 
few months back. Althogh 
China denied it, the matter 
remains an area of  concern 
with the river suddenly 
undergoing a change in its 
appearance and character.

A f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t 
appeared, the river Siang 
has become muddy and 
slushy. It is already two 
months that the Siang 

has  tur ned black and 
contaminated. It is an 
unusual phenomenon.

“The reason for the river 
getting dirty is unknown. 
I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p u t 
questions for discussions 
in Parliament under rule 
377. But since it is not in 
session, I am requesting 
you to use your good office 
to seek the reason of  the 
river being muddy in this 
season when the water is 
crystal clear.

Construction of  a 600-
km long tunnel has already 
star ted in the Yunnan 
province as a rehearsal, 
Ering said in his letter.

The  Cong res s  MP 
further said there is no other 
reason for the mighty Siang 
getting dirty in the month 
of  November other than a 
heavy land excavation in 
the Chinese side and that 
has to be verified by an 
international team.

When I saw the water, 
it looked like it was mixed 
with cement. It is a very 
serious issue and the Centre 
must take it seriously, the 
MP said.

Er ing  sa id  a  la rge 
number of  fish has also 
died in the Siang river in 
recent times and he got 
it confirmed from Tuting 
and Geling areas in Upper 
Siang district close to 
China border.  He has also 
appealed to the External 
Affairs ministry and the 
Water Resources ministry 
to expedite measures to 
check the diversion.

Agartala, Nov. 27 (PTI): Four 
employees of Tripura Gramin Bank, 
who were kidnapped from Gomati 
district three days ago, are still 
untraced but police have recovered 
the car and the motor bike in which 
they were travelling.

Sub-divisional police officer of  
Ambassa, Pranab Debnath said the 
car was recovered from near Ambassa 
municipality office in neighbouring 
Dhalai district and the bike was 
recovered from South Maharanipur 
in Gomati district last evening.

The Taidu branch of  Gramin 
Bank has been closed indefinitely 
after the kidnap at Taidu on Friday 
when the four were on way here after 

office hours and a notice has been 
put up in the bank’s notice board 
communicating it.

Superintendent of  police of  
Gomati district, Bijoy Debbarma said 
a massive search operation by police 
and paramilitary Tripura State Rifles 
(TSR) is on at Taidu and adjacent 
Ambassa to trace the kidnapped bank 
employees.

BSF was alerted so that the 
kidnappers cannot sneak into 
neighbouring Bangladesh with the 
captives.

State Director General of Police 
A K Shukla, Inspector General (Law 
and order), K V Srijesh and Deputy 
Inspector General (Southern Range) 

Arindam Nath yesterday visited the 
spot at Taidu and the adjacent areas 
yesterday.

Meanwhile, BJP MLA Sudip 
Burman said the party would launch 
a movement from tomorrow unless 
the kidnapped persons returned home 
unharmed.

“We will review the situation in 
the evening today and take decision 
on the movement we will launch from 
tomorrow,” Burman said. 

The four kidnapped were the 
manager of Taidu branch of Gramin 
bank Tanmoy Bhattacharya, assistant 
manager Sujit Dey and two other 
staff members Raktim Bhowmick and 
Subrata Debbarma.

Kolkata, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
Assam Chie f  Min i s t e r 
Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Monday said the strength 
of  the United Liberation 
Front of  Assam (ULFA), a 
separatist outfit, is “no more” 
and there is “no law and order 
problem” in the state.

“There is no law and order 
problem in the state and it is 
now a peaceful state... ULFA’s 
strength is no more,” he told 
reporters here.

The Chief  Minister was 
here for a roadshow for the 
ensuing business summit 
Advantage Assam scheduled 
to be held in early February.

He said more than Rs 
6,500 crore investments were 
made in the state during the 
present government’s rule.

Responding to a query 
about the reported incident 
of  a tea garden being asked 

to contribute to ULFA’s fund, 
he said: “This is a misleading 
information. We have to see 
the situation in the entire 
state.

“The state is peaceful. 
Why had investors invested 
more than Rs 6,500 crore 
in our regime so far in the 
state. Only single incident 
cannot justify. There is no 
such incident in the state... 
only WhatsApp message. 
Cyber activities sometime 
create confusion in the mind 
of people.”

He said the state, which 
is  seeing infrastructure 
deve lopment ,  i s  be ing 
projected as the gateway to 
the Asean countries as it 
has road connectivity with 
Myanmar, water route with 
Bangladesh’s Chittagong 
port and air connectivity as 
well.

Aizawl, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
The Mizoram government 
has given shelter and relief  
to around 1,300 tribals from 
neighbouring Myanmar’s 
restive Arakan state who 
have taken refuge in southern 
Mizoram, officials said on 
Monday.

“Around 1300 men, 
women and children have 
fled from Arakan state and 
taken refuge in four villages of  
Lawngtlai district (in southern 
Mizoram) on Saturday 
night,” Lawngtlai district 
police chief Lalsanglura told 
IANS.

“The Myanmarese fled 
their homes after the Army 
clashed with the outlawed 
‘Arakan Army’ militant 
outfit cadres last week. As 
the armed clashes continue, 
we would not push back the 
refugees due to humanitarian 
grounds.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
police official, the district 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  n o w 
constructing makeshift relief  
camps for the refugees, 
adding that since the clashes 
are on, more refugees might 
cross over to Mizoram.

Assam Rifles and state 
police were deployed in the 
area.

L a l s a n g l u r a  s a i d 
he,  Lawngt la i  Deputy 
Commissioner Arun T., and 
senior Assam Rifles officials 

would visit the areas on the 
Myanmar border on Tuesday 
to supervise the relief  and 
other necessary arrangements 
for the refugeees.

The people who crossed 
over to Mizoram were mostly 
Buddhists and Christians and 
they speak the same tribal 
language as the locals.

This is the fourth instance 
in recent past of Myanmarese 
people entering Mizoram 
after ethnic troubles in the 
neighbouring country.

The local villagers initially 
volunteered to provide food 
to the Arakanese people and 
arranged shelter for them.

T h e  m o u n t a i n o u s, 
nor theas t e r n  s ta t e  o f  
Mizoram has a 510-km 
border with Mynamar and 
318 km with Bangladesh, 
guarded by Assam Rifles and 
the Border Security Force, 
respectively.

Meanwhile, during the 
past twelve weeks, over 
622,000 non-tribal Rohingya 
refugees fled to southeastern 
Bangladesh to escape a 
mil i tary crackdown in 
Rakhine state of Myanmar. 

The current Rohingya 
exodus  to  Bangladesh 
started with the Myanmar 
security forces responding 
to the August 25 attacks on 
government outposts by the 
Rohingya rebel group Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army.

Guwahati, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
Several people were injured 
and hundreds of  houses 
demolished after the Assam 
government on Monday 
carried out an eviction drive 
against illegal encroachers at 
two areas under Amchang 
wildlife sanctuary located 
near here.

Meanwhile, hundreds of  
agitators took to the streets 
in different parts of the state, 
demanding immediate halt 
to the ongoing eviction drive.

Armed with the eviction 
order issued by the Gauhati 
High court, police and civil 
administration entered 
the Nabajyoti Nagar and 

Kankan Nagar areas under 
the Amchang wildlife 
sanctuary and demolished 
houses and proper ties 
belonging to the illegal 
encroachers.

“Amchang wildl i fe 
sanctuary eviction is being 
carried out as per Gauhati 
High Court direction. 
ln  addi t ion to  Forest 
Department personnel, 
Kamrup (Metro) district 
administration engaged 
20 Executive Magistrates 
( A D M ,  S D M  a n d 
circle off icers) ,  1,500 
police personnel (Joint 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Deputy Commissioners 

o f  Po l i c e,  A s s i s t a n t 
Commissioners of Police, etc 
concerned with supporting 
personnel) in the drive,” 
said state Forest Minister 
Pramila Rani Brahma.

“Besides, the security 
f o r c e  p e r s o n n e l ,  1 0 
elephants and ten JCBs have 
also been engaged in the 
eviction drive,” she said, 
adding that the drive will 
continue till Wednesday. 
A total of 408 houses have 
been demolished so far, she 
said.

“The eviction are being 
done at the instruction of  
the Gauhati High Court 
and we cannot stop. The 

EM Images

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren facilitates Myanmar journalists during the session of two-day inter-regional 
media interaction programme between Myanmar and India in Imphal on Monday.

PTI

Security personnel burst a tear-gas shell to disperse the crowd during an anti-encroachment drive at Amchang 
Wildlife Sanctuary at Panjabari in Guwahati on Monday. 

Constitution Day was observed at N.F.Railway HQ today in presence of officers and staff. General Manager N.F.Railway Sri Chahatey Ram 
read out the Preamble of our Constitution thereby reaffirming our faith in the Constitution of India.

More than 100 houses demolished inside Lahorijan PRF 

Manipur CM inaugurates India-Myanmar media interaction prog.Siang water unusually 
muddy, Arunachal MP 
writes to Modi

Four abducted Tripura Gramin Bank employees still untraced

ULFA is history, says Assam CM

Mizoram provides shelter 
to 1,300 Myanmar tribals 
fleeing clashes

Many injured in Assam drive to clear 
encroachments from sanctuary

encroachment of  forest 
areas and other government 
land must be cleared and we 
are bound to follow the court 
order,” Brahma added.

Local people tried to 
resist the eviction drive 
forcing the administration to 
use tear gas shells to disperse 
the crowd, said officials. 

“Five people including 
three women and one 
photographer of the Assam 
Forest Department were 
injured during the chaos that 
followed after the firing of  
tear gas shells,” said a Forest 
Department official.

Locals, however, alleged 
that they had not received 
any prior notice about the 
eviction drives to be carried 
out in the area.

Meanwhile, hundreds 
of  people and different 
social organizations took 
to the streets on Monday 
opposing the eviction drive 
against indigenous people 
residing under the Amchang 
wildlife sanctuary. Mishing 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  Ta k a m 
Mishing Porin Kebang 
(TMPK) called for a 12 
hours dawn to dusk Assam 
bandh on Monday to oppose 
the eviction drive.

Protest programmes 
were organized in Majuli, 
Bihpuria, Jagun, Sivsagar, 
Lakhimpur, Gohpur and 
many other places where 
hundreds of agitators came 
out to the streets to protest 
and condemn the eviction 
drive by blocking roads and 
imposing shutdowns. 

NF Railway celebrates Constitution Day
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Neibulie Kiewhou, president AKMWP, flagging off the motorcycle rally in Kohima on November 27.

DC Kiphire, Mohammad Ali Shihab along with SP Kiphire Imnalensa, outgoing DC Sedevikho Khro and other 
officials in Kiphire.

Motorcycle rally to fight climate changeNew DC Kiphire to focus on overall development 

mation of  115 backward 
districts across the country. 
Senior Government of-
ficials in the rank of  the 
rank of  Additional Secre-
tary and Joint Secretary 
have been designated as 
Prabhari Officers or the 
in-charge to coordinate the 
efforts of  the Centre and 

the states in addressing 
the specific developmental 
needs of  the districts.

One of  the initiatives of  
the selection was to make 
a dramatic improvement 
in overall socio-economic 
development of  backward 
districts. The strategy en-
visaged was to adopt a 

focussed approach, ensure 
convergence of  efforts of  
the Central, state and lo-
cal government and estab-
lish a real time monitoring 
mechanism to focus on 
outcomes that matter to 
common people in these 
districts besides giving rise 
to a virtuous cycle of  eco-

nomic development.  
The districts have been 

identified on the basis of  
objective criteria including 
education, health, nutrition 
basic infrastructures like ru-
ral road connectivity, rural 
household electrification, 
access to potable water and 
individual toilets etc.

While selecting these 
districts, it was ensured that 
ministries of  Government 
of  India, implementing 
social sector scheme would 
select at least one most 
backward district in every 
State for extending the 
reach of  the programme in 
different part of  the coun-
try. Improvement in one 
district is likely to spur 
similar growth in neigh-
bouring districts through 
demonstration effect. 

Zhaleo inaugurates weaving hall
Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
In another significant de-
velopmental achievement 
for the people, a common 
women society weaving 
hall for women folks of  
Rüzaphema Block-III was 
inaugurated by Zhaleo Rio, 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Municipal Affairs Depart-
ment, on November 27.

Speaking as the chief  
guest at the inaugural func-
tion, Rio wholeheartedly 
commended the dedication 
and honesty of the women 
group towards construction 
of  the common weaving 
hall.  “As your elected leader, 
there are visions for our 
constituency where many 
have been achieved or are 
in progress while some are 
yet to begin,” he stated and 

added that the establish-
ment of such a weaving unit 
would boost the confidence 
of women in income genera-
tion. While lamenting that 
developmental works have 
become a slow process due 
to the uncertain political 
situation of the government 
thus, he has assured to settle 
all matters accordingly in 
due time and pave the way 
for quicker development in 
all sectors.

Rio further advised the 
women to remain steadfast 
in their commitment for 
family maintenance and to 
be wary against factors det-
rimental to the society.

The programme was 
chaired by Nükülü Ringa, 
vice chairperson of Women 
Society, Rüzaphema Block-

III, while the pastor Kevip-
fütuo Meyase pronounced 
the invocation. Vino Secü, 
president of  WSR, Block-
III, greeted the gathering, 
while Avizo Vakha, commu-
nity chairman of Block-III, 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress, and Vinyüno Meyase, 
chairperson of WSR Block-
III, presented report on the 
construction work. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): A motorcycle 
rally on the theme ‘Climate change awaken-
ing’ was flagged off  in Kohima by Neibulie 
Kiewhuo, president AKMWP. The rally 
was jointly organised by the Nagaland 
Chapter of  Family Planning Association 
of India, Castle Group and Nagaland Bike 
Rental.

The climate change awakening motor-
cycle rally would cover five districts includ-

ing Phek, Kiphire, Tuensang, Longleng 
and Mon in the first phase. The volunteers 
would interact with college students and 
distribute fliers, leaflets and IECs on global 
warming and its threat on the planet earth. 

The rally is aimed at creating awareness 
and imbibing a sense of responsibility and 
accountability to the planet earth and the 
ill effects of greenhouse gas emissions. The 
rally would be flag-in on December 3. 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The newly inducted Depu-
ty Commissioner, Kiphire, 
Mohammad Ali Shihab has 
underlined that his primary 
focus would be directed 
towards the overall socio-
economic development of  
the district and to translate 
the vision to action. In this 
regard, he has sought the 
support and cooperation 
from all the citizens in the 
district.

Shihab took over as the 
new Deputy Commission-
er, Kiphire, at a time when 
the Government of  India 
had announced the list 
of  115 backward districts 
identified by Niti Aayog 
where Kiphire has found 
a place as the only district 
from Nagaland. In keeping 
with the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of  
a ‘New India by 2022,’ the 
government has embarked 
upon a major policy initia-
tive for the rapid transfor-
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Insecurity
Nagaland of late is witness to the mushrooming of many 

organisations that are determined rid the state of persons 
from outside the state who have entered illegally. Along with 

the outer well painted cause many of these organisation’s second 
objective, if not the bigger one, is to take the control of the economy 
from the non-Nagas in the long run. In Mokokchung district such 
a movement called Survival Mokokchung led by the apex tribal 
students organisation the Ao Kaketshir Mungdang was successful 
in flushing out traders without proper documents of citizenship. 
The outcome was that the locals got the opportunity to do busi-
ness as traders. The demands of similar organisations especially 
in Dimapur include stricter monitoring of migrants’ documents of 
citizenship, better scrutiny while issuing documents of residence to 
migrants and even extension of inner line permit  to the plain areas 
of Dimapur.

The concerns are genuine and a better mechanism to check the 
migrants will benefit all but a conclusive approach to tackle it is yet 
to be achieved. The most impractical will be the extension of the 
inner line permit. It is a good time to take a look at the Bengal East-
ern Frontier Regulations, 1873 in retrospect and ask why the Brit-
ish needed such demarcation in the first place. It was never meant 
to protect the interests of the tribals but to protect the interests of 
the British. It was impossible for persons from other areas to settle 
and trade inside the inner line. The current inner line permit system 
in Nagaland is actually a failure because traders can still settle in 
the hill districts and conduct their business. While the major disad-
vantage is that those tourists who just want to visit are made to go 
through the tedious process in getting the permit. 

There are also many non Nagas in Dimapur who are indigenous 
inhabitants. Some of them are the original settlers of Dimapur. Tar-
geting them is just unfortunate and will become a threat to the plu-
rality of Dimapur that has survived for so long. With an inner line 
permit system, which is actually failing one,  it will instead become 
a tool for discrimination against the minorities. It will be a regres-
sive move that will eventually crumble the economy of Dimapur. 
In trade and commerce locations do not normally get a second 
chance that easily because there is always an alternative. For exam-
ple, in the nineties the coming of armed cadres of the Naga political 
groups leading to increase in extortion resulted in the development 
of neighbouring Lahorijan and Khat Khati areas in Assam. Most of 
the industries are still located there. It also in one way fuelled the 
growth of Jorhat from a small town to that of a city because till the 
nineties Dimapur with a railhead was the major market for  essen-
tial commodities that went up to upper Assam. 

Unfortunately, it seems most of these movements have been 
fuelled by blind emotions based on various incidences of crime and 
offences committed by non Nagas that occurred in the state. A clear 
and a logical approach is still missing. Either the present youth lead-
ers do not know history or they are being driven by unseen hands 
of their elders. In Nagaland those between the age groups of 18-45 
who are considered as youth in the Naga parlance forms more than 
50% of the total population. The next upper age cohort especially 
those above 50 years are the seniors and the guiding force in the 
Naga society at present. A majority of them are either senior gov-
ernment officials or government pensioners. It seems the hangover 
of the years when government servants had nothing else to worry 
except for their salaries and everything was paid for still contin-
ues. The change in the demographics is just too much to handle 
for these lot and the feeling of insecurity has set in. It is so ubiqui-
tous in all the decisions of the various organisations in Nagaland. 
Over the years, the new settlers in Dimapur coming from the other 
districts have also brought along  their parochial tribal views from 
their districts of origin. It is time for the youth start to lead instead 
of being just led around by opinionated insecure old guards who 
haven’t seen much beyond the hills. They had their best, now it is 
time to take control. 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

God through His love created the world. Praise Him!

One day by the seaside, I delighted in watching some kite surfers as 
they bounced along the water, moved by the force of the wind. When 
one came to shore, I asked him if the experience was as difficult as it 

looked. “No,” he said, “It’s actually easier than regular surfing because you 
harness the power of the wind.”

Afterward as I walked by the sea, thinking about the wind’s ability not 
only to propel the surfers but also to whip my hair into my face, I paused 
to wonder at our God the Creator. As we see in the Old Testament book 
of Amos, He who “forms the mountains” and “creates the wind” can turn 
“dawn to darkness” (v. 13). 

Through this prophet, the Lord reminded His people of His power as He 
called them back to Himself. Because they had not obeyed Him, He said He 
would reveal Himself to them (v. 13). Although we see His judgment here, 
we know from elsewhere in the Bible of His sacrificial love in sending His 
Son to save us (see John 3:16).

The power of the wind on this breezy day in the South of England re-
minded me of the sheer immensity of the Lord. If you feel the wind today, 
why not stop and ponder our all-powerful God?

BIBLE READ:      AMOS 4:12–13

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
[He] who creates the wind, . . . the Lord God Almighty is his 

name. Amos 4:13

DAILY
PATH

R
elationship can be temporal and 
lasting. Some people enter into re-
lationship with profit motive alone. 
As long as the other party pleases 
them, the relationship exists in a 

superfluous manner. But with the entry of  little 
misunderstanding, the relationship comes to an 
end. In other words, we base our relationship on 
material things forgetting the values of  human 
life. The promotion of  human life is kept at the 
edge of  our heart. We live our lives hanging on a 
single thread of  individualism.

The sight of  a woman carrying a child at her 
front and a basket at the back was a story not to 
be told. Along with her were many other men 
and women carrying sacks of  vegetables and 
household items walking from Mao Gate to Po-
lice Check gate, Khuzama (i.e from Manipur to 
Nagaland). They walked through the heavy rain 
on a slushy road. Any passerby with a heart in 
his/her flesh will certainly feel their pain. Oh!... 
this is really a Christian treatment given to one’s 
own brothers and sisters. In any conflict between 
two or more villages, the innocent and the blame-
less suffer the consequences. Yes, for sure, both 
the parties are right in their own ways. Their ar-
guments are respected, not condemned. But cru-
el treatment against one another will never bring 
any solution; it only hurts the very lives of  the 
people. Such story will be told from generation 
to generation. A tall monolith of  ‘Peace Treaty’ 
can never wipe away the tears of  the innocent 
people. Neither can it turn the history into a new 
page. History can never be changed. One day of  
celebration is not going to wipe out the long dark 

history. In this world, no one is really or fully at 
peace with each other. Even a wife and a hus-
band live under the same roof  with their differ-
ences. Yet, adjustment of  life with each other 
count the most. Many villages have some shady 
story against the other. The flame of  this fire goes 
up and down depending on the exaltation and 
degradation of  one another. The ability to live 
with one’s own neighbour is becoming harder 
day by day. 

A small fight between two Nagas of  Naga-
land and Manipur can bring about indefinite 
bandh of  Kohima-Imphal road. The same can be 
implemented by the Assamese for the Nagas. But 
their better and higher vision do not allow them 
to do so. If  it happens, the Nagas will become 
only living skulls. We do not want to walk from 
Khatkuti to Nagaland gate. It will be the most 
sorrowful walk. What we dislike and hate, we 
need not give it to other people.

The progress and development of  the State is 
not counted by the tall mansions and buildings. 
It is counted by the formation of  human life. 
We must not allow the poor villagers to suffer 
because of  the decision of  the influential people 
of  the society. In most cases, the decision mak-
ers are least affected. They decide the good or 
the bad and continue to live their normal lives. 
Whereas the simple villagers are forced to eat the 
ill-effect of  the decision.

Sad to say that the Nagas of  Nagaland has 
less regard for the Nagas of  Manipur (if  not in 
action, at least in attitude. Pardon me if  I am 
wrong). The sense of  brotherhood exists only in 
the cloud. The cloud never comes down. The Na-
gas of  Nagaland shower upon them a step-moth-
er’s treatment. We try to ignore their very exist-
ence. I heard a friend of  mine commenting, “Tai 

khan ki ase! Manipur Naga he ase to.” By this he 
mean to say that he does not bother the Nagas 
of  Manipur. I am sure he will not say the same 
to people of  other race. This type of  people can 
easily mingle with foreigners of  black and white 
complexion but not with their own kith and kin. 
This attitude is fast developing in the minds of  
the youngsters. Only with some political cement, 
the relationship is kept temporal. Apart from 
this, there is a chasm between us. There should 
be social understanding between the two. The 
two have to be understood and treated as ‘One’ 
for the larger interest of  the Nagas. We are Nagas 
not because of  territory. We are of  one flesh and 
blood. This is our collective name and pride.

The hard working people of  Nagas in Ma-
nipur are to be appreciated. Their intellectual 
caliber is higher than many Nagas residing in 
Nagaland. This is why there are many Nagas 
of  Manipur in other States of  India and abroad 
holding white-collar jobs in different offices. The 
ratio is higher than the Nagas of  Nagaland. This 
clearly indicates that they have learned to estab-
lish their lives well, whereas the major portions 
of  Nagas of  Nagaland are still leaning behind. 
I do not deny the Nagas of  Nagaland who have 
thrived in life by their hard work and success. 
They have earned their lives. There are also peo-
ple who pay much honour to the Nagas of  Ma-
nipur. They know the umbilical cord of  connec-
tion. But the younger generation may lose sight 
of  this relationship if  not cared for.

It is time that we treat each other with con-
cern and respect. Only by this can we call our-
selves ‘Nagas.’ Let us stand as collective Nagas 
and not as individual Naga. Let no feeling of  
hostility divide us. This will create Nagaland for 
a greater purpose.

The Brittle Relationship 

I
n India you have hundreds of  film, litera-
ture, music, dance, sports, fashion, invest-
ment, technology, science and other festivals 
in every part of  the country. This should be a 
happy indicator of  our rich cultural heritage 

and our predisposition to the arts. However, most 
such events are forced gatherings of  similar sets of  
people.

The genesis of  these festivals is steeped in histo-
ry. In post-Independence India, it was essential that 
a wounded but free nation established its cultural 
diversity, tradition and its new-found confidence 
through creative expression. So, Nehru rightly set 
up bodies like the Sangeet Natak, Lalit Kala and 
Sahitya Akademis. An International Film Festi-
val, Akashvani Sangeet Sammelan, National Book 
Fair, etc., were also set up. What should have been 
the take-off  points of  various arts, soon lapsed into 
a well-oiled machine of  state patronage. Various 
awards instituted within the first few years became 
politicised.

When royal patronage of  arts disappeared after 
the abolition of  princely states, music, dance, fine 
art and literature almost disappeared from public 
spaces. So it was imperative that the government 
kick-started their revival. It was good when this 
was done in the 1950s. However, wherever poli-
tics and bureaucracy creep in, a new pecking order 
based not so much on real talent but political and 
other (social, economic, regional) considerations 
come into play.

So, by the end of  the 1950s, there emerged a 
new cultural aristocracy. A group of  aficionados, 
some genuine, some pretentious, who over time 
would be identified by their omnipresence on vari-
ous committees and the invitation lists at concerts, 
festivals and other such events. This newly-minted 
social class did have some real scholars who did 
inspiring work in furthering the arts, but largely 
these were self-styled critics, failed artistes and so-
cial climbers.

As a new festival circuit developed initially 
in New Delhi and then elsewhere, it was a boon 
for performing artists, filmmakers, painters and 
authors who got a chance to reach out to a larger 
audience through these platforms. One has to real-
ise that in the 1950s the only source of  income for 

A 
fresh book on the stands 
draws the attention of  its read-
ers to the third largest ethno-
linguistic group in the world. 
“A quarter of  a billion strong 

and growing,” the Bengali community has 
produced three Nobel laureates, world class 
scientists and an unending stream of writ-
ers and philosophers.

The book titled “The Bengalis” is au-
thored by Sudeep Chakravarti, a former fi-
nalist for the Crossword Award in 2009 and 
winner of  the Asian Publishing Awards 
2014. 

Published by Aleph Book Company, 
the first look at this title reveals a classic 
Bengali image on its cover. The cover shows 
an old house, painted in red, with numer-
ous posters and flags of  election campaigns 
all around, has a young boy playing foot-
ball. Right from its first glance, the book is 
all things Bengali and, for the reader, it will 
come across as a valuable tool in under-
standing everything about the community. 

Wit and elegance are perfectly matched 
along with research to make this offering a 
real page-turner. Whereas the author looks 
at the roots of  Bengali racism and discrimi-
nation of  the Bengali cultural elite, he also 
does not shy away from counting the many 
positive aspects, like its rich cultural herit-
age, in the insightful book. 

For author Chakravarti though, grow-
ing up as a Bengali was like a series of  
expectations, a continuous examination 
of  beliefs in the middle of  grand histories, 
grand tragedies and grand expectations.

“Since the age of  seven or so, in a rela-
tively privileged home in Kolkata, that eter-
nal citadel of  Bengali lore, about a year be-
fore a movement for being Bengali birthed 
an entire country, Bangladesh, I became 
fully aware of  the cardinal truth that a lesser 
people might call unfettered delusion - there 
are Bengalis, and there is the world. (A cor-
ollary quickly followed - there is Kolkata, 
and there is the world),” he mentions in the 
book, aptly cutting a large story short. 

Apart from this, Chakravarti also an-
swers some significant questions in the 
book: Why didn’t anything seem to work in 
Kolkata? Why were there so many poor in 
our city, and wherever we went outside the 
city? Why were cinema halls closed down 
so often? Why were red flags everywhere? 

All in all, the book at hand is one that 
requires careful attention if  you wish to 
delve deep into the way the Bengali com-
munity has been shaped and how it thinks, 
works and thrives so well even in today’s 
times. For casual readers too, the book 
opens many interesting facets and can be 
finished in about three-four sittings. 

Source : IANS

artistes was All India Radio and a few private meh-
fils. A chosen few like Pandit Omkar Nath Thakur, 
Pandit Ravi Shankar, Ustad Ali Akbar Khan and 
Indrani Rehman got a chance to perform abroad. 
The Indian Council of  Cultural Relations, an 
organisation under the Ministry of  External Af-
fairs, did send some artistes and films overseas, 
but again the selection was at the whim of  some 
sarkari patron.

The International Film Festival of  India did 
not acquire a proper structure till the 1970s. If  
you were lucky, your film, based on some foreign 
critic’s recommendation, was chosen for screen-
ing at a foreign film festival like Cannes, Berlin or 
Venice. There were auditoriums where one could 
watch art cinema. Film societies, with help from 
embassies, managed to get some films for private 
screenings for members in major metros.

Plays were restricted to some cities like Mum-
bai, Calcutta (now Kolkata) and Delhi. Literature 
Festivals were things of  a distant future. Book 
launches were confined to a few established au-
thors like Amrita Preetam, Mulk Raj Anand, R.K. 
Narayan and a few important journalists. Most ar-
tistic/cultural activity was limited to a few events 
where individuals were the catalyst for an art 
form’s growth.

There were some honourable initiatives like the 
Swami Haridas Music Festival in Jalandhar or the 
Dover Lane Music Conference in Calcutta. The 
Shriram Family (DCM) of  Delhi held the annual 
Shankar Shaad Mushaira in the capital, which was 
the subcontinent’s most prestigous annual gather-
ing of  Urdu poets. They also organised the annual 
Shankarlal Music Festival and the Bharatiya Kala 
Kendra Ramleela and concerts.

In the South, the Thyagraja Festival and the 
Madras Academy concerts are largely privately 
funded. Soon the Sangeet Sammelan of  AIR and 
three Akademis started holding events in major cit-
ies, which were eagerly awaited. The government 
also started promoting Indian festivals abroad.

In other spheres, drama was largely semi-pro-
fessional except for regional theatre like in Mar-
athi, Gujarati, Bengali and Punjabi. The first Tri-
ennale (Art Exhibition) was held in in 1971, but 
top artistes had gained popularity among Indian 
cognoscenti.

It was only in the 1970s that corporates entered 
the arts circuit and industry groups like the Tatas, 

Birlas, JK, Jains (of  The Times of  India) and mul-
ti-nationals like ITC became sponsors of  cultural 
events. By then a familiar coterie of  cultural inter-
ventionists could be seen on the scene. They were 
organising, judging, participating or just attending 
event after event. I was for a while a part of  this 
jamboree. Soon from this emerged a new Brah-
manical order of  culturatti generally dominated by 
what are now known as left-liberals.

Economic liberalisation and satellite TV 
changed the paradigm. Today there the hundreds 
of  festivals across disciplines. Private groups pro-
fessionally organise most of  these. There are ex-
pensive delegate fees for such events. So you have 
at least a dozen film festivals (MAMI in Mumbai, 
Kolkata Film Festival, Kerala Film Festival in 
Thiruvananthapuram and IFFI in Goa are major 
ones) from Guwahati to Dharamshala, Lucknow 
to Bengaluru.

There are a dozen litfests, led by the Jaipur Lit-
erary Festival, and events in Mumbai, Delhi and 
other state capitals. Several music and dance fes-
tivals, and theatre festivals like the one organised 
by the National School of  Drama in Delhi, and 
those organised by the Mahindra Group, Aditya 
Birla Group, IPTA, Prithvi, Nandikar and others. 
And hundreds of  smaller events. 

Museums and art galleries all over hold regu-
lar exhibitions and seminars. All sponsored and 
many of  them money-making. There are profes-
sional event mangers, PR companies and tie-ups 
with broadcasters. Besides, every media group, TV 
channel and several chambers of  commerce and 
industry hold hundreds of  events, award shows 
and conclaves. We are spoilt for choice.

What has not changed in 70 years is the list of  
500-odd people who are the usual speakers, par-
ticipants, critics and guests at these events. I am 
tired of  hearing the same people turning up at such 
events with the regularity of  homing pigeons. This 
tired lot says the same things, loaded with their ide-
ology and opinions (often redundant) month after 
month, year after year. The same panelists (includ-
ing me), the same chief  guests and often the same 
applause-junky, name-dropping professional quote 
hangers. The show goes on.

(Amit Khanna is a writer, filmmaker and media 
guru. The views expressed are personal. He can be 

contacted at amitfilm@gmail.com)

Festival Circuit Ennui: Same People, 
Say Same Things at Similar Events

New Book Draws a Portrait of the Bengali Community

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

Amit Khanna | IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  You’re espe-
cially attuned to the feelings of  others. This 
gift is more blessing than curse, yet there are 
times when it’s hard not to take on the trou-

bles of  others. Today a close friend may unload his or 
her burdens on you. Listen kindly, offer advice, but don’t 
offer to do more than is realistic. After all, this isn’t your 
problem.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Delays seem 
to rule the day, and there’s no getting around 
them. Traffic snarls plague the commute and 
calls don’t get returned. You feel as though 

you’re spending the day stuck in a revolving door, whirl-
ing around but getting nowhere. Take heart and do your 
best to get through with some of  your humor intact. 
Chocolate helps. Tomorrow will be better!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): The bubble 
you’ve been living in for a long time may burst 
today. You could face some real disappoint-
ments. Try not to let this get you down. Keep 
the big picture in mind as best you can. Re-

mind yourself  that trips or meetings or fun days out can 
always be rescheduled, and then you’ll have the pleasure 
of  looking forward to these events all over again.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This is a day 
to be directed inward rather than outward. 
It’s a good thing, too, because the outer world 
isn’t too pleasant. Nothing seems to be going 

right. Checks aren’t arriving and calls aren’t returned. 
You’re feeling ineffective at best. Take heart. It has noth-
ing to do with you and everything to do with the planets. 
The mood will pass. Meanwhile, do something fun by 
yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’ve allowed 
money issues to become too prominent. It’s 
true that your financial picture isn’t as rosy as 
you’d like it to be, but whose is? Try to put 

your troubles in perspective. There’s no need to let these 
worries impact your relationships with friends and fam-
ily. Ask for help if  you feel you need it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your body, 
which usually runs at warp speed, is telling 
you to slow down. You need to take a break 
from time to time. Eating a big bowl of  cara-

mel popcorn while watching TV won’t send you into a 
downward spiral from which you’ll never emerge. On 
the contrary, such an indulgence may leave you feeling 
refreshed and even giddy. Why not try it?

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today is a day to 
rest on your laurels, literally. You’ve achieved 
a tremendous amount in the last few days. 
You’ve earned some time off. Call in sick and 
go see a movie in the middle of  the day. Take 

yourself  out to lunch and order a glass of  the best cham-
pagne. Take this day to reflect on your accomplishments 
before you set your mind on the next project.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   Flowers and 
fresh plants can perk up your mood as well as 
your home. You may feel your abode is looking 
a bit shabby. Simple tricks to improve its appear-

ance will do wonders for your outlook. Go to a kitchen store 
and splurge on a few new items. Put a pot of  herbs in a 
window. You’ll be amazed at the change in your mood and 
in the room!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You’re 
in a spiritual state of  mind today. Your dreams 
are vivid and you’re sure they’re trying to tell 
you something specific. It’s hard to dispel the 

urge to travel. In particular, you’re drawn to someplace 
where you can study a different culture. Such a trip might 
not be practical now, but you can manage some online 
research on the subject!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re in 
a spiritual state of mind today. Your dreams are 
vivid and you’re sure they’re trying to tell you 
something specific. It’s hard to dispel the urge 

to travel. In particular, you’re drawn to someplace where 
you can study a different culture. Such a trip might not be 
practical now, but you can manage some online research 
on the subject!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Looking 
good is the best revenge. If  you’re trying to get 
over a failed relationship, the best way to pull 
yourself out of a depression is to look your very 
best. Get up early and go for a run or an exercise 

class. Buy some new clothes and take extra care with your 
grooming. You’ll lift your spirits and attract a new, more 
fitting partner.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  As much as you 
enjoy being out with people, tonight is a good 
evening for rest. If  you can, try taking the after-
noon off. Curl up in your favorite chair with a 
good book, take a slow walk through a garden, 

or putter in the kitchen and cook something fabulous. You 
need some time to refuel your soul. You’ll tackle your proj-
ects tomorrow, relaxed and rejuvenated.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

E
verything about this 57-year-
old retired zoology professor is 
unique -- and what stands out is 
her abiding compassion for the 
deprived. In 11 years, she has 

built new homes for 78 people in a sterling 
example of  philanthropy in a region where 
Gulf  emigres build extravagant homes, 
radically altering the rural landscape.

Her altruism started back in 2006 when 
it came to her notice that one of  her poor 
students was living in an unsafe home. She 
decided to rectify that.

There was no stopping her after that 
as she went on to build 77 homes in her 
home district of  Pathanamthitta and one 
in nearby Kollam district where most home 
construction is funded by Keralites working 
abroad.

Starting with her name, M.S. Sunil 
-- a name that’s generally not associated 
with a woman -- she has been treading a 

different path and is moving forward more 
aggressively in pursuit of  her passion .

In a brief  chat with IANS, Sunil said it 
was by sheer accident that she began her 
home-building spree.

“In 2006, it came to my notice that 
one of  my students was living a tough life 
in an unsafe home. I was then part of  the 
National Service Scheme (which focused 
on development of  a student’s personality 
through community service). We decided to 
build a home for the student. We collected 
Rs 60,000 for it and a brand new home was 
completed,” said Sunil.

After that, she decided that she would 
not continue with a collection drive as it was 
cumbersome and decided to look for a single 
sponsor. But soon, cash-rich people started 
approaching her and gave her money to 
build shelters for the homeless.

She completed her 78th house last 
month.

“After my retirement from the college 
last year, I am fully involved in my passion. 

At the moment work is going on for eight 
homes, of  which six are almost complete,” 
Sunil said.

Explaining her process of  selecting 
beneficiaries, she said now that she has been 
building homes for close to 12 years, many 
poor people approach her with requests for 
helping them.

“The first thing I look into is if  the needy 
person comes from a family which has 
women. I then make my own enquiries about 
the family and if  they are in need of  a home. 
Of  the 78 homes that I have completed, 
land was bought for just two. In all the 
other cases, either the beneficiary had land 
or, in some cases, the local village councils 
gave the land,” Sunil said. As for the funds 
required, she said while the first home cost 
around Rs 60,000, the last one that has been 
handed over cost her Rs 2.50 lakh.

“Given my track record, several people 
contact me and give me the money. As a 
rule, I do not involve more than one person 
contributing to a single home. But there are 

times when generous people call me and say 
they can afford only so much. If  I were to 
quantify the amount of  my own money that 
I have invested, I will get a heart attack -- as I 
put in my money to complete a house if  there 
is a shortage,” Sunil said rather modestly.

Out of  the six new homes which are now 
almost complete four have been sponsored 
by a US-based family. On the time required 
to complete a home, she said the least time 
from start to finish she has taken is 22 days 
-- while generally it takes around 50 days.

The size of  the home varies from around 
300 sq feet to 450 sq feet and is built on a 
strong foundation. It will have a minimum 
of  two rooms and the roof  comprises 
galvanised sheets.

She says she takes up the work only in 
and around her home district as she ensures 
her presence on almost all days when the 
work begins.

“While in college, I used to rush to the 
site after 3.30 p.m. Now that I am retired, 
I have all the time to pursue my passion,” 

said Sunil.
Incidentally, her businessman husband 

has also chipped in and funded one home, 
while their only son, who is completing his 
studies in Ireland, always checks with his 
mother to find out how her passion is going 
forward.

Sunil said that all this would not have 
become a reality but for the generous 
sponsors, who are mostly working abroad. 
Now, she says with her track record, she is 
confident that she will be able to facilitate 
many more homes. Already there are a 
dozen homeless families waiting for her and 
she, in turn, is waiting for sponsors.

(This feature is part of  a special series that 
seeks to bring unique and extraordinary stories 

of  ordinary people, groups and communities 
from across a diverse, plural and inclusive 

India, and has been made possible by a 
collaboration between IANS and the Frank 

Islam Foundation. Sanu George can be 
contacted at sanu.g@ians.in)

“P
admavati”, in a sense, is 
a neighbourhood story. 
My village, Mustafabad, 
happens to be in Rae Bareli, 
which embraces numerous 

Chishtiya Sufi shrines or places where the 
saints spent some time, including Khwaja 
Ashraf  Jehangir Semnani, the saint Malik 
Mohammad Jaisi, the author of  “Padmavat”, 
was devoted to. Jaisi would faint at the 
controversy surrounding his masterpiece.

From nearby Salon, Naeem Ata Shah in 
his flowing orange robes and headgear, often 
visited Mustafabad. Jaisi, who preceded 
Tulsidas, in the list of  great poets of  Awadhi, 
was an endless source of  quotations. So was 
Tulsidas, whose correspondence with emperor 
Akbar’s premier courtier, Abdul Rahim Khan 
e Khana, on meter and structure of  poetry, 
one heard about later and which is something 
one would have expected more scholarship 
on.

To a most unexpected source I owed my 
acquaintance with the fact that Rahim, known 
for his dohas, wrote devotional poetry on 
Lord Rama in Sanskrit. The source happened 
to be Vishnu Kant Shastri, former Vice 
Chancellor of  Banaras Hindu University. 
It always puzzled me how a man of  such 
catholic interests -- knew Jaisi as well as Akbar 
Allahabadi backwards -- had actually emerged 
from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) stable.

If  Jaisi’s flight of  fancy can create so much 
mayhem, I shudder to contemplate the fate 
of  the 1960 classic, Mughal-e-Azam, in a 
similar circumstance. By today’s yardstick, 
that was the original, unadulterated case of  
“Love Jihad”. In fact the settled conventional 
wisdom in the 1960s conceded Akbar victory 
at Haldighati.

The national mood today has reversed the 
outcome of  that battle in favour of  Maharana 
Pratap. There have been suggestions that New 
Delhi’s Akbar Road be renamed “Maharana 
Pratap Road”. In other words, revenge with 
retrospective effect is in order. To give this 
trend a more contemporary twist, the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad has demanded that a FIR 
be lodged against Mulayam Singh Yadav for 
ordering the police to fire on ‘kar sewaks’ in 
1990.

In that framework, it can be argued that 
producer K. Asif  glorified Akbar’s Love 
Jihad. For that unforgivable guilt, copies of  
the film must be consigned to the flames by 
way of  historical revenge. Dilip Kumar, who 
played Prince Salim, is unwell; otherwise he 
could have been brought into focus of  public 
ire with great effectiveness on the eve of  key 
elections with a singular purpose -- polarise 
the poll.

At a time when logic has been crowded out 
by a rush of  non sequitur, some pundits have 
attempted common sense. It will not work.

The new cultural brigade destroyed 
the grave of  Wali Dakhni who showered 
adoration on this land with such verses as:

“Koocha e yaar ain Kashi hai
Jogiya dil wahaan ka baasi hain.”
(The lane where my beloved lives is like 

holy Varanasi;
The yogi of  my heart has made it his 

dwelling place.)

The sentiments the poet represents did not 
deter the vandals seething with anger against 
past historical injustices.

Never will the bandish “Munmohan Braj 
ke rasiya” in Raag Paraj, steeped in Krishna 
lore, be sung better than by Ustad Faiyyaz 
Khan. They tried to desecrate his grave in 
Vadodara, regardless.

Rasoolan Bai’s plaintive appeals to Rama, 
in so many of  her songs, did not protect her 
house from being gutted during the 1969 
Gujarat riots. It did not matter that the 
Congress was in power then. What is being 
tapped into is something which gained a lease 
of  life after Partition and which invites instant, 
angry, passionate response at the street level.

In his very first speech in Parliament 
after the 2014 elections, this was precisely 
the nerve Narendra Modi touched: “The 
nation has to recover from the subjugation of  
1,200 years”. This is what differentiates the 
present government from previous regimes. 
Congressmen may have privately believed 
in “1,200 years of  subjugation”, but they 
considered it tactically proper to speak only of  
the British as foreigners.

Let us, meanwhile, revert to Jaisi’s purpose 
in Padmavati. The sentiment is common in 
Western poetry too. The “desire of  the moth 
for the star, of  the night for the morrow. The 
devotion to something afar from the sphere of  
our sorrow.”

Shelley’s lines are an ultra simplified 
version of  the interplay between love and 
beauty which Jaisi is delineating. Padmini 
and Khalji are secular symbols of  Jaisi’s 
elaboration of  the theme on an epic scale.

Keat’s “Beauty is truth, truth beauty, 
that is all ye know on earth and all ye need 
to know” can also be tossed in to simplify 
communicating Jaisi.

Maulana Hasrat Mohani communicates 
the mood thus:

“Maslak I Ishq hai parastish e husn
Hum naheen jaante azaab-o-sawab.”
(Love’s purpose is adoration of  beauty.
Gains and losses I do not measure.)
Should the ever-expanding tribe of  the new 

cultural warriors run out of  ideas, here are 
some on offer, gratis. They should denigrate 
with retrospective effect those Muslims who 
dared to take liberties with Hindu Gods. 
Remember, how India’s greatest modern 
painter, Maqbool Fida Husain, was exiled 
for his supreme guilt: Excessive adoration of  
Goddesses. His “adoration” was considered 
lewd by the protectors of  culture and faith.

Well, in like fashion, Maulana Hasrat 
Mohani deserves to be shamed retrospectively. 
He wrote a great deal about Krishna in Urdu, 
but in his Bhasha or Braj verses he takes 
liberties:

“Mose ched karat Nandlal”
(Krishna teases me all the time)
“hum hoon jo dei liptai ke Hasrat
Saari yeh chalbal nikaal”
(One day I shall embrace him tight and 

squeeze out all his mischief)
“Squeeze out”, in a tight embrace, 

has erotic connotations which should be 
unacceptable to the new cultural brigade.

(A leading commentator on diplomatic and 
political affairs, Saeed Naqvi can be reached 
on saeednaqvi@hotmail.com. The views are 

personal.)

H
IV remains one of  the 
continent’s most intractable 
health challenges. 
Tremendous progress is being 
made to understand the virus, 

the immune mechanisms that contribute to 
its control and for new antiretroviral drugs 
and vaccines to be developed to treat and 
prevent HIV.

But much remains to be done to overcome 
the health and economic devastation of  
the epidemic. African researchers have 
been performing cutting-edge research to 
contribute to addressing these problems. 
The sub-Saharan African Network for TB/
HIV Research Excellence has been at the 
forefront of  this research and has provided 
some important insights into how the virus 
spreads as well as the immune mechanisms 
that enable some people to control the virus 
without antiretroviral drugs.

This knowledge could be translated 
into effective vaccines or other novel 
interventions to prevent the spread of  the 
virus or achieve a functional cure where 
people are able to live without antiretroviral 
drugs at least for a while.

Although the goals of  a vaccine or cure 
remain elusive, the research being done 
makes these goals appear increasingly likely.

Immune systems are critical
A major plank of  our research, in 
collaboration with others, has been around 
understanding what mechanisms the body 
uses to control HIV – particularly in the 
early phase of  infection.

Our research shows that within a few 
weeks of  becoming HIV infected, almost 
all people have a very robust immune 
response through cells known as cytotoxic 
T lymphocytes, or killer CD8 T cells. These 
cells are able to partially suppress HIV.

But when most people are exposed to 
the virus, their immune systems are mostly 
skewed to respond to regions of  HIV 
that are highly variable. This allows the 
virus to easily change to escape immune 
recognition.

The killer CD8 T cells produced during 
the acute phase are also highly defective. 
They become exhausted and die off  easily, 
which enables the virus to persist.

But we’ve discovered an interesting 
twist. Some people have a genetic makeup 
that facilitates development of  very good 
CD8 killer T cell immune responses. These 
rare individuals can control the virus 
without antiretroviral drugs. These are also 
a few people who appear to control the 
virus without using CD8 killer T cells, and 
we are in hot pursuit of  the mechanisms 
that control the virus in such individuals.

This ground-breaking research is vital 
because understanding how the immune 
system is able to control the virus – either by 
killer T cells or other mechanisms – could 
lead to effective HIV vaccines or cures.

HIV evades or adapts to  
immune pressure
Our work has shown that HIV is very adept 

at evading the body’s immune responses to 
the virus. The main way it does this is by 
developing mutations that enable the virus 
not to be recognised by a person’s immune 
system. At the same time it continues to 
replicate and reproduce itself.

Our work shows that although this 
immune escape is common, in some cases 
the virus develops mutations that cripple 
it, making it unable to continue replicating 
efficiently.

We have identified some of  the regions 
of  virus that are vulnerable that cripple the 
virus if  it is targeted by the immune system. 
These regions of  viral vulnerability could 
be included in HIV vaccines so that the 
body makes an immune response against 
these regions of  the virus ensuring that the 
immune system cripples the virus. This may 
be an effective way to make an HIV vaccine 
or achieve natural control of  the virus in 

those already infected.
But that’s not the end of  the story. 

There’s a further complication because 
we’ve also discovered that the virus can 
acquire new mutations that restore its 
ability to replicate efficiently. But we think 
that there may be ways to block or limit 
escape. The viral regions of  vulnerability 
that we have identified could be good 
candidates for vaccines designed to disable 
virus replication.

Genetic and viral factors matter
There is a lot of  variability in HIV disease 
progression.

Without antiretroviral therapy, most 
HIV infected people develop full blown 
AIDS within 10 years. But some people 
succumb more rapidly, within two years. 
There is also a rare group of  individuals 
known as elite controllers who have been 
shown to live with HIV for more than 20 
years with almost undetectable viral load 
and without developing AIDS.

Our group and others have shown that 
variability in disease progression can be 
explained by differences in genetic factors 
that govern the immune response.

Some people are naturally equipped with 
better genetic makeup that enables them to 
develop a very good immune response that 
can fight off  the virus and control it. But in 

almost all cases, a robust and good immune 
response eventually leads to immune escape 
in the virus, which means that the virus 
acquires changes that enable it to hide from 
the immune system.

But some of  these mutations can cripple 
the virus.

People infected with HIV but with 
superior immune responses – or with a 
virus that has been crippled by the immune 
system end up living long healthy lives 
without antiretroviral drugs.

This kind of  knowledge is very useful 
for the potential development of  vaccines.

The influence of  viral genetic factors
One of  the defining characteristics 

of  the HIV/AIDS epidemic is that there 
are multiple genetic strains (known as 
subtypes or clades) that are unevenly spread 
throughout the world.

We have demonstrated that some 

regions of  HIV differ in biological activity 
according to HIV subtypes, and these 
differences are consistent with reported 
differences in rates of  disease progression.

For example, our work shows that there 
are characteristics in the Gag region (a 
specific part of  the HIV virus) that make 
subtypes B and D able to replicate more 
efficiently than subtypes A and C, which 
may explain why subtypes B and D are 
associated with faster disease progression 
compared to A and D in some population-
based studies.

Paradoxically, it appears that the 
subtypes that replicate less efficiently such 
as A and C are more successful in infecting 
more people, perhaps because infected 
people live longer with these viruses.

The work helps to explain how HIV 
affects the rate of  disease progression in 
individuals and how in general epidemics 
spread and change over time. This kind of  
knowledge is important for predicting the 
spread of  epidemics and how to combat 
outbreaks so that they do not cause massive 
suffering as has been the case with HIV and 
viruses such as Ebola.

Thumbi Ndung’u is an Programme Director 
for the Sub-Saharan African Network for 

TB/HIV Research Excellence (SANTHE), 
University of  KwaZulu-Natal
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Media in Indore protests case 
against MP journalist, demands 
FIR cancellation
Indore, Nov. 27 (IANS): Journalists in Indore on 
Monday protested against the registration of  a case 
against a senior media person from Neemuch for an 
alleged offensive Facebook post and demanded its 
cancellation. Indore Press Club President Arvind 
Tiwari said they have sent a memorandum to Chief  
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan to demand can-
cellation of  the FIR against Jitendra Surana. He 
said the case was an attempt to throttle the right to 
free speech and expression. Surana was booked at 
Kotwali police station in Khargone district after he 
posted comments following Home Minister Bhu-
pender Singh’s announcement of  Padmavati award 
for a gang rape survivor.

SC refuses to entertain wom-
an’s plea claiming to be Jaya’s 
daughter
New Delhi, Nov. 27 (PTI): The Supreme Court 
today refused to entertain a petition of  a woman 
who claimed to be the daughter of  late Tamil Nadu 
Chief  Minister J Jayalalithaa. A bench of  Justices 
M B Lokur and Deepak Gupta also refused to allow 
the plea of  the woman to conduct DNA test for the 
purpose of  proving her parentage. Senior Advocate 
Indira Jaising, who appeared for the woman, had 
also sought cremation of  Jayalalithaa as per Hindu 
rites since she was an Iyengar Brahmin. The court, 
however, said the petitioner is at liberty to approach 
the high court.

Constitution gave strong frame-
work for democracy— President
New Delhi, Nov. 27 (IANS): The Constitution has 
provided a strong framework for democracy to flour-
ish in the country and shows the way to fulfil the 
hopes of  all sections, President Ram Nath Kovind 
said here on Monday. The President, who inaugu-
rated the International Ambedkar Conclave, said 
that B.R. Ambedkar attained senior public positions 
and acclaim on the basis of  his extraordinary edu-
cational achievements though he faced deprivation 
and inequality. Ambedkar made unique contribu-
tions towards building a modern society in India, 
emphasising the struggle for social rights in public 
life, Kovind said at the conclave organised by the 
Forum of  SC and ST Legislators and Parliamentar-
ians. The President said the Constitution, of  which 
Ambedkar is considered the chief  architect, has given 
“the country’s democracy a strong framework” and 
it is also flexible. “The Constitution provides us the 
way to fulfil hopes of  all sections of  people in the 
world’s largest democracy,” he said. The President 
emphasised the need for working within the purview 
of  the Constitution and the rule of  law. 

Ministry to train elected village 
women
New Delhi, Nov. 27 (IANS): A programme to train 
women representatives in Panchayati Raj institu-
tions has been launched in order to empower them 
to participate effectively in the governance proc-
esses, a Women and Child Development Ministry 
statement said on Monday. Around 20,000 Elected 
Women Representatives (EWR) of  Panchayati Raj 
institutions are to be trained by March 2018 under 
the capacity building programme, the statement 
said. The programme is being organised by the 
National Institute of  Public Cooperation and Child 
Development of  the Ministry. “This is a historic 
step since for the first time ever, an initiative of  this 
scale has been taken up to train EWRs who will 
go out and administer the villages professionally,” 
WCD Minister Maneka Gandhi said. “It is regret-
table that not many women sarpanches and EWRs 
come forward to take up their responsibilities and 
mostly allow their husbands to take the lead. So, 
they remain sarpanchanis in name only.” The train-
ing programme will include engineering skills and 
will give an insight into women’s issues as well as 
focus on education and financial matters.

Students to answer roll-call 
with ‘Jai Hind’ in MP schools
Bhopal, Nov. 27 (IANS): Days after Madhya 
Pradesh Chief  Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
said that people in India should use words “Mata” 
and “Pita” for their parents, a state minister has an-
nounced that from now onwards, the students will 
have to answer their roll-call with “Jai Hind”. While 
addressing NCC cadets on the National Cadet 
Corps Day on Sunday, School Education Minister 
Vijay Shah announced that now students would 
answer to roll-calls by saying “Jai Hind” instead of  
“yes sir” and “yes ma’am”. He said this would be 
enforced in all 1.22 lakh government schools, and 
an advisory in this regard would also be issued to 
all private schools. On Friday, the Madhya Pradesh 
Chief  Minister had said that parents should be 
called “Mata” and “Pita” in India, instead of  be-
ing “mom” and “dad”, which he said was more 
prevalent these days.

EC notice to Gandhinagar 
Archbishop over letter 

Delhi inhaling toxins, air quality to worsen further

Modi hits back at Rahul, asks who 
‘hugged’ Chinese envoy during Doklam

Hadiya asks for ‘freedom, release’, SC 
sets her free from parents’ custody 

Madras High Court sets free all 35 crew members of US ship

Millets can fill India’s nutrition 
gap — Karnataka Minister 

‘I sold tea but not nation’ 

Gandhinagar, Nov. 27 (IANS): The 
Election Commission of  India (ECI) 
has issued notice to the Gandhinagar 
Archbishop Thomas Macwan and 
asked him to explain the reasons for 
writing a letter to the Bishops of  the 
country to pray that only such people 
are elected in Gujarat who would 
remain faithful to the Indian Consti-
tution and respect every human being 
without any discrimination.

The ECI has through the District 
Collector issued notice to the Arch-
bishop, asking him to explain the 
intention and aim in writing the letter 
in which he had asked Bishops to or-
ganise prayer services in the country 
for the Gujarat elections.

In his letter to the Bishops, 
Macwan had written, “The results of  
the Gujarat elections are significant 
and will influence the future course 
of  our country. The secular and 
democratic fabric of  our country is at 
stake. Human rights are violated and 
the constitutional rights are trampled. 
There is a growing sense of  insecurity 
among the minorities, Other Back-
ward Caste (OBC), Scheduled Caste 
(SC), poor et al. And nationalist 
forces are on the verge of  taking over 
the country.”

“In his letter he had written that 
nationalist parties are damaging the 
country. So we want to ask him how 
they are damaging the country. We 
have just called him up to give us an 

New Delhi, Nov. 27 (IANS): With at 
least six areas witnessing “severe-plus 
or emergency” and “severe” category 
of air quality on Monday, the national 
capital is set to inhale more toxins in 
next three days due to unfavourable 
changes in weather conditions and 
the stubble burning that continues 
unabated in Delhi-NCR itself.

According to the data from Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board, the Air 
Quality Index (AQI) across Delhi-
National Capital Region continued 
to be “very-poor” with higher con-
centration of  pollutant even during 
the day time.

The major pollutant PM2.5, or 
particles in air with diameter less than 
2.5 micrometers, had an average value 
of 216 units across Delhi-NCR, while 
it was 219 in Delhi alone at 2 p.m.

Anand Vihar in east Delhi, Delhi 
Technical University in North Delhi 
and Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh have 
“severe-plus or emergency” air qual-
ity. While, Punjabi Bagh in west Delhi 
and R.K. Puram in south Delhi and 
Sector 25 in Uttar Pradesh’s Noida 

has “severe” air quality at 2 p.m.
According to System of Air Qual-

ity and Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR), with no scope of  
improvement, Delhi-NCR’s air qual-
ity is set to deteriorate over the next 
three days.

With PM2.5 value ranging be-
tween 315 to 376 units at 2 p.m. at all 
ten monitoring stations of  SAFAR 
across Delhi-NCR, the monitoring 
agency advises “no outdoor physical 
activity and less indoor activities” for 
the sensitive groups, and advises mask 
to everyone else.

The regions with respective 
PM2.5 values include Dhirpur (319), 
Pitampura (353) and Delhi University 
(358) in North Delhi; Pusa (319) and 
Lodhi Road (315) in central Delhi; 
and Mathura Road (376) and Ayana-
gar (347) in south Delhi. 

Meanwhile, at IGI Airport PM2.5 
was 354, at Gurgram in Haryana it 
was 350 and Noida it was 323 units 
-- all at least 12 to 13 times higher than 
the permissible limits.

The safe range for PM2.5 as per 

International Standards is 25 micro-
grammes per cubic meters and 60 
units as per national standards.

“Stop outdoor activity at early 
morning and after sunset times. Go 
for a short walk instead of a jog and 
take more breaks,” said a SAFAR’s 
medical advisory meant for everyone.

The satellite images from NASA 
continue showing incidents of stubble 
burning in southern Delhi over the 
past week, as well as across Punjab 
and Haryana.

According to the weather ana-
lysts, while Delhi’s wind directions 
changed now from north-westerly 
(coming from Punjab) into westerly, 
the air pollution will still increase over 
the next two days due to increase in 
moisture.

“By (November) 29, the winds 
will change again into high moisture 
South-westerly winds, which will 
form mist or haze in the region. With 
high humidity, air’s capacity to hold 
pollutant increases,” Mahesh Palwat, 
director private weather forecasting 
agency Skymet told IANS. 

Bhuj, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday hit back 
at Rahul Gandhi over his 
‘hugplomacy’ jibe saying, 
it was the Congress leader 
who hugged the Chinese 
Ambassador when the In-
dian Army was in a stand 
off with Chinese troops in 
Doklam earlier this year.

“When the Indian 
Army was standing eye-to-
eye with Chinese in Dok-
lam for 70 days, you were 
hugging the Ambassador 
of  China. When the In-
dian soldier stood for the 
country, you were hugging 
the Chinese Ambassador. 
For whom? I am asking 
you a question,” he said 
addressing a public meet-
ing resuming his election 
campaign in north Gujarat 
after a break.

“This is Modi. He has 
been nurtured in this land 
of Sardar Patel...The peo-
ple who have looted the 
country will have to give it 
back,” he said, reminding 
his audience of the surgical 
strikes carried out last year 
by his government after the 
Uri attack

“I asked a Congress-
man to write down the 
names of all the Presidents 

of  Congress. The people 
who do not know the 
names of  Congress lead-
ers, how will they develop 
our nation?” Modi asked. 

He said the Congress 
cannot think beyond one 
family. “How many people 
remember Kamaraj or De-
bharbhai (U.N. Dhebar), 
who were presidents of  
Congress nationally. Many 
in the party would not even 
know that Debharbhai was 
a Gujarati. The party that 
does not go beyond one 
family, what do you expect 
from them?” he added. 
Modi expressed his confi-
dence that the BJP in Gu-
jarat will win 151 seats in 
the 182-member assembly.

On Saturday, Gandhi 
had in a sarcastic tweet 
raised questions over Indi-
an diplomacy after a Paki-
stani court allowed release 
of  Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind Hafiz Sayeed 
from jail. “Narendrabhai, 
baat nahi bani (this is not 
done). Terror mastermind 
is free. President Trump 
just delinked Pak military 
funding from LeT. Hug-
plomacy fail. More hugs 
urgently needed,” Gandhi 
tweeted on Saturday morn-
ing.

New Delhi, Nov. 27 
(IANS): Her head covered 
in a red scarf, Hadiya, a 
24-year-old Hindu woman 
from Kerala who converted 
to Islam, told the Supreme 
Court on Monday that 
she wants “freedom and 
release”. The top court set 
her free from the custody 
of her parents and directed 
that she be allowed to com-
plete her studies at a Salem 
homeopathy college.

Allowing Hadiya to 
walk free, the bench headed 
by Chief  Justice of  India 
Dipak Misra directed the 
Salem college to allow her 
to complete her house sur-
geon internship.

She studies in Salem’s 
Sivaraj Homoeopathic 
Medical Colleges and Re-
search Institute. Diminutive 
Hadiya spoke in Malay-
alam, which was translated 
for the bench by a lawyer.

She had to wait for 
about two hours before the 
bench decided to interact 
with her. In arguments that 
were spread over nearly two 
hours, the clincher came as 
senior counsel Kapil Sibal 
told the court that he was 
not arguing on Hadiya’s 
marriage with Shafin Jahan 
or on her conversion to 
Islam or anything else but 
how she could be kept in 
the custody of her father.

Sibal, who appeared for 
Shafin Jahan, cited Article 
21 of the Constitution say-
ing that no person could 
be deprived of his life and 
liberty without due process 
of law.

The court directed that 
she be allowed to meet 
people as per the medical 
college hostel rules.

She was in the custo-
dy of  her parents for last 
eight months. As the court 

inquired with whom she 
would be leaving after she 
is freed from the care of  
her parents, Hadiya said 
she would stay with her 
husband.

The question asked 
by Justice Chandrachud 
centred around qualifica-
tion, interest in studies, 
perception of  life, what 
she intends to do. She told 
the court that she wants 
to complete her internship 
and intends to become a 
full-fledged doctor.

The court directed the 
Kerala government to en-
sure that Hadiya safely 
reaches her medical college 
in Salem in the custody of  
plain clothes police per-
sonnel. If  necessary, the 
expenses for pursuing the 
course and for the hostel 
shall be borne by the State 
of  Kerala, the court said 
underlining that its order be 
“followed in letter and spirit 
by all concerned”.

Hadiya was asked to 
be present in the court on 
Monday to ascertain her 
views on her marriage to 
a Muslim man, Shafin Ja-
han. Her parents have al-
leged it is a case of “forced 
conversion”.

Her father, Asokan, has 
alleged that she was a pawn 
in the larger scheme of in-
doctrinating and recruiting 
of ISIS recruits. Earlier, the 
Kerala High Court had nul-
lified her marriage to Jahan 
and she was given in the 
custody of her father.

Shafin Jahan had chal-
lenged the Kerala High 
Court order of  May nul-
lifying his marriage with 
Hadiya and sought recall 
of  the court order asking 
NIA to investigate the con-
version of Hadiya to Islam 
and her marriage.

Chennai, Nov. 27 (IANS): The 
Madurai Bench of the Madras High 
Court on Monday set free the 35 crew 
members of  MV Seaman Guard 
Ohio as the prosecution failed to 
prove its charge that the ship and its 
crew were in the Indian waters with 
unlicensed arms, said an advocate.

“The prosecution failed to prove 
its charges and hence the court has 
now set them free. It is not known 
whether the prosecution would go 
for appeal against the judgement,” 
P.Muthusamy, counsel for the Indian 
crew members of the ship, told IANS 
over phone from Madurai, around 
500 km from here.

With this, the court has set aside 
the 2016 sentence of a Tuticorin court 

that awarded five-year jail terms to 10 
crew and 25 security guards aboard 
an American ship that was seized by 
authorities in Indian waters in 2013. 
They were also levied a fine of  Rs 
3,000 each. Muthusamy said the fine 
paid will be refunded. Flying West 
African country Sierra Leone’s flag, 
Seaman Guard Ohio, owned by US 
company AdvanFort, was found in 
Indian waters on an October 2013 
night, around 15 nautical miles from 
Tuticorin port. The Indian Coast 
Guard escorted the ship to Tuticorin 
port, around 600 km from Chennai.

The Coast Guard said the crew in-
cluded eight Indians and two Ukrain-
ians while six British, 14 Estonians, 
a Ukrainian and four Indians were 

among the security guards on the ship 
and all were arrested after arms and 
ammunition without valid authorisa-
tion or documents was found aboard.

The state police had also alleged 
that the ship had obtained 1,500 litres 
of diesel illegally from private sources. 
The ship’s owners AdvanFort spe-
cialise in providing maritime security 
against pirates. In 2014, the Madras 
High Court dismissed the charges 
against the crew and armed guards 
but reaffirmed charges against the 
ship’s captain and the fuel vendors.

On an appeal by the Tamil Nadu 
Police, the Supreme Court in 2015 
set aside the high court judgment 
and ordered a trial by the Tuticorin 
sessions court.

New Delhi,  Nov. 27 
( IANS) :  In  order  to 
achieve food security 
for its population India 
has ignored nutritional 
security, which can be 
addressed now by incor-
porating millets in the 
diet, said Karnataka Ag-
riculture Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda here on 
Monday.

The central govern-
ment has also responded 
positively saying millets 
consumption would be 
encouraged through mid-
day meals and public 
distribution schemes.

Millets are gluten-
free, sugar-free and con-
tain significant amount 
of  nutrients, which can 
help people suffering 
from various ailments, 
Gowda said while speak-
ing about International 
Trade Fair- Organic & 
Millets 2018, scheduled 
to be held in Bengaluru 
in January next year. 

“ India  was  aware 
of  organic farming not 
more than 30 years ago. 
Millets were part of  our 
staple diet, which were 
suddenly driven out by 
the Green Revolution. 

Their share in our 
diet has reduced to just 
5 per cent,” Gowda said 
after unveiling a new 
website and logo for the 
fair. 

“Ragi (mil let)  has 
highest amount of  cal-
cium among any crops 

and significant amount 
of  iron. Millets are glu-
ten-free and do not lead 
to increase in sugar level 
in the human body. 

It provides solution 
to many ailments we are 
facing today.”

In the same event, 
Union Agriculture Sec-
retary Shobhana Pat-
naik said the government 
had considered increas-
ing intake of  millets in 
diet through mid-day 
meal schemes in schools 
and public distribution 
schemes.

He also said there 
were certain issues such 
as need of  high-yield-
ing varieties, increasing 
shelf  life of  millets and 
mechanisation of  harvest 
that were supposed to be 
solved.

The central govern-
ment had asked the Unit-
ed Nations to declare 
2018 as ‘Year of  Millets’, 
he added.

Major ly  g rown in 
dryland areas, millet is 
the most drought toler-
ant and climate- resilient 
crop and its yield can be 
increased with irrigation 
and other necessary ag-
riculture inputs, Gowda 
said.

R a g i ,  s o r g h u m 
(jowar), bajra are major 
millets while Foxtail mil-
let, Little millet, Baryard 
millet, Browntop millet, 
Kodo millet and Proso 
millet are minor millets.

Bhuj, Nov. 27 (IANS) 
:“Yes, I sold tea but 
not the nation”, said 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi paying back 
Congress in the same 
coin for its “chaiwala” 
jibe.

“The Congress dis-
likes me because of  
my poor origins. Can 
a party stoop so low? 
Yes, a person belonging 
to a poor family has 
become Prime Minis-
ter. They do not fail to 
hide their contempt for 
this fact. Yes, I sold tea 
but I did not commit 
the sin of  selling the na-
tion,” Modi said while 
addressing a rally here 
in Gujarat. 

“They (Congress) 
have insulted the pover-
ty...they have insulted 
the mother... I am son 
of  this soil and have 
been your friend of  
good and bad days,” 
he added.

Modi’s  remarks 
come in the wake of  a 
Youth Congress maga-

zine publishing a meme 
calling Narendra Modi 
a “chaiwala” (tea ven-
dor). Modi has himself  
said that he used to 
sell tea along with his 
father at their small tea 
stall in Gujarat before 
he joined politics.

Accusing the Con-
gress of  spreading lies, 
Modi said that the op-
position party has been 
engaged in creating an 
atmosphere of  pessi-
mism.

“Gujara t  i s  my 
Atma, Bharat is my 
Parmatma. This land 
of  Gujarat has cared 
for me; Gujarat has 
given me strength... 
They are coming to 
Gujarat and spread-
ing lies about a son of  
Gujarat. Earlier they 
did that with Sardar 
Patel also. 

Gujarat will never 
accept this. No Gujara-
ti will accept the lies 
that they are spread-
ing,” he said. 

PTI

Tibetans in-exile display placards during a silent protest against CTA (Central Tibetan Administration) in Dharamsala on Monday for 
removing Penpa Tsering from the post of representative of office of the Dalai Lama in North America.

In protest

explanation for the writing of  such 
a letter to the community,” Col-
lector, Gandhinagar, Satish Patel, 
told IANS.

Thomas Macwan had earlier 
told IANS: “By so-called national-
ist forces, I just referred to all those 
people who are narrow minded 

in their thinking of  nationalism. 
They are narrow minded in terms 
of  language, caste, creed, religion, 
financial status. And that’s why I 
have written that letter. There is no 
controversy, whatever I have asked 
for the bishops is to pray for the bet-
terment of  the country that’s all.”



Islamabad, Nov. 27 (PTI): Paki-
stan’s law minister Zahid Hamid 
today resigned to quell violent pro-
tests by Islamists across the coun-
try as the embattled government 
“surrendered” to hardline groups, 
who were baying for his sacking for 
alleged blasphemy.

Hamid’s resignation comes in 
the aftermath of deadly clashes be-
tween security forces and protesters 
during the weekend, that killed six 
people and injured hundreds. The 
sit-in had paralysed the national 
capital for three weeks.

An official of the Prime Min-
ister House confirmed that the law 
minister last night sent his resig-
nation to Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi, who accepted it 
today.

Hamid was accused by the 
protesters of blasphemy after a ref-
erence to the Prophet Muhammad 
was left out of a revised version of  
the electoral oath. He called it a 
clerical error.

Hamid’s resignation cleared 
the main hurdle in the lifting of  
siege of the capital by protesters.

Activists of Tehreek-i-Khatm-
i-Nabuwwat, Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya 

Rasool Allah (TLY) and Sunni 
Tehreek Pakistan  religious groups 
started protests three weeks ago.

Official sources said an under-
standing was reached with protest-
ers with the help of the powerful 
Army to call off the protest as their 
key demand had been accepted 
and the changes made in the law 
had already been taken back when 
parliament restored the original 
oath.

Following the agreement and 
the subsequent resignation of Ha-
mid, TLY chief Khadim Hussain 
Rizvi ordered his followers all over 
the country to end the sit-ins and 
go home.

“We have decided to end the 
protest after assurance by the army 
chief and an agreement with gov-
ernment,” he said at Faizabad in-
terchange, where he was camping 
with over 2,000 supporters for last 
three weeks.

The civilian government is be-
ing criticised for backing down in 
the crisis, which raises new ques-
tions about the military’s role in 
politics in this country.

The right wing cleric, who 
parlayed life in Islamabad and 

neighbouring Rawalpindi, said his 
party was not in favour of violence. 
He said all of  his supporters ar-
rested during crackdown would be 
released by the government.

He also expressed anger at 
media for not showing his an-
nouncement live and threatened 
that media persons would not be 
allowed to leave the venue until 
his announcement was shown 
on channels. But he later allowed 
reporters to go.

Meanwhile, Justice Shaukat 
Aziz Siddiqui of Islamabad High 
Court lashed out at the government 
and the powerful military for the 
role assigned to the Army as the 
“mediator” in striking the deal with 
the protesters to end their sit-in.

“The court had asked the gov-
ernment to clear the roads and not 
for an agreement with protestors. 
What you have done is surrender,” 
the judge told Interior Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal.

He also used strong words 
against army’s role to mediate the 
agreement, when the minister said 
the agreement with the protesters 
was reached with the help of the 
Army.

“Who is the Army to play the 
role of  mediator?...Where does 
the law assign this role to a Major 
General?” he asked.

In more scathing words, the 
judge said the protesters could not 
sit at Faizabad if  it were located 
closer to the Army’s headquarters.

Justice Siddiqui told Iqbal that 
the government had constitutional 
right to call in Army to help civil 
administration in any emergency 
situation.

He also said the “Army chief  
is an officer in an institution that 
comes under the state” and rhetori-
cally asked “Is he above the law?” 

Later in the day, the govern-
ment opened the Islamabad Ex-
pressway linking the capital with 
its only airport and thickly popu-
lated suburban areas along the 
highway.Radio Pakistan said that 
Hamid, the minister for law and 
parliamentary affairs, “voluntarily” 
presented his resignation to Abbasi 
to bring the country “out of a state 
of crisis”.

The protesters were demanding 
Hamid’s ouster over his alleged 
role for changes in the oath about 
finality of prophethood in the re-

cently passed elections laws.
They had linked the action 

to blasphemy -- a highly conten-
tious issue in the Muslim-majority 
Pakistan.

Hamid said in resignation that 
the Election Act was formulated 
by a parliamentary committee 
comprising members belonging to 
all political parties.

According to the agreement, 
government would take back 
all cases against protesters and 
make public the probe regard-
ing the changes in the oath and 
also punish those who were 
responsible for crackdown on 
protesters.

The agreement lauded efforts 
of  Army Chief  General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa for playing key role 
in peacefully ending the stand-off, 
which became possible after an 
important meeting between Bajwa 
and Abassi yesterday.

Citing military sources, Dawn 
reported that the army chief had 
opposed use of  force against its 
own people since the population’s 
trust in the institution of the army 
“can’t be compromised for little 
gains”.

Jakarta, Nov. 27 (IANS):  
Indonesian authorities on 
Monday raised the alert 
level for Bali’s Mount 
Agung to its highest level 
over fears of an imminent 
major eruption and have 
closed the island’s main 
airport until Tuesday.

Thick ash started 
shooting upto 3,400 me-
tres into the air above the 
mountain’s summit on 
Saturday, driving east and 
southeast along the archi-
pelago, causing dozens 
of  flight cancellations, 
reports CNN.

At Ngurah Rai Inter-
national Airport, Bali’s 
main airport, flights were 
cancelled for 24 hours 
from 7.15 a.m., on Mon-
day, stranding roughly 
59,000 domestic and in-
ternational passengers.

“While the sun is 
shining and there is little 
sign of  volcanic ash in 
the southern regions of  
Bali, evidence of volcanic 
ash at higher altitudes 
on aviation approach 
and departure paths has 
prompted the decision 

to close the airport,” Bali 
Tourism Board Chair-
man Ida Bagus Agung 
Partha Adnyana said in a 
statement.

Over the weekend, 
24,000 residents were 
evacuated from across 
the island while Lombok 
International Airport on 
Lombok, the island due 
east of Bali, closed tem-
porarily, said Ari Ahsan, 
spokesman for Ngurah 
Rai airport. 

Flights from Lom-
bok resumed early on 
Monday, CNN reported. 
The National Agency for 
Disaster Management 
issued a Level 4 alert, 
recommending no public 
activities within 8 to 10 
kms from the peak.

“The rays of fire are 
increasingly observed 
at night. This indicates 
the potential for a larger 
eruption is imminent,” it 
said in a statement on its 
Facebook page. 

Anyone within that 
distance of the peak was 
advised to evacuate.

Tens of thousands of  

people were evacuated 
from their homes around 
Mount Agung in Septem-
ber when the alert was 
first raised. 

At the time, an evac-
uation zone of  12 km 
around the mountain 
was established, and 
travelers were warned 
to stay clear of the area. 
Bali’s main tourist cen-
tres are some distance 
from Mount Agung. The 
island’s artistic hub, the 
small town of  Ubud, is 
about 50 km southwest 
of the volcano, and Den-
pasar (where the airport 
is located) and the popu-
lar Kuta Beach are more 
than 63 km away.

The last time Mount 
Agung erupted, in 1963, 
more than 1,000 people 
were killed, the BBC re-
ported.

Indonesia sits on the 
Pacific “Ring of  Fire” 
where tectonic plates col-
lide, causing frequent seis-
mic and volcanic activity.

It is home to more 
than 130 active volca-
noes.

Beijing, Nov. 27 (IANS):  A 
toilet revolution has begun at 
Qinghai Lake, a famous tourist 
destination in China’s Qinghai 
province aimed at installing and 
upgrading toilets in and around 
the area, authorities said on 
Monday.

So far this year, the scenic 
area has received 11.92 million 
yuan ($1 million) as part of the 
project, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

A portion of  the invest-
ment, worth 1.28 million yuan, 
has been used to upgrade 32 
toilets around the lake, and the 
rest is being used to install 13 
environmentally friendly toi-
lets and 11 unisex toilets, said 

Zhang Shengxiang, head of  
the business management de-
partment of the Qinghai Lake 
tourism company, which is in 
charge of  the area’s tourism 
investment and development.

Qinghai Lake is China’s 
largest inland and biggest salt-
water lake. 

As a national tourist attrac-
tion, it received 3.2 millions 
tourists from home and abroad 
as of  mid-October, up 77 per 
cent year-on-year. But visitors 
have complained about the lack 
of toilets in the area. 

In May, the area was criti-
cised by the government for its 
toilet problem.

However, the situation is 

improving. The toilets are clean 
and tidy now, equipped with 
hand washing gel, tissue and 
hand dryers. Unisex toilets have 
extra baby seats, safety hand-
rails and speakers.

China plans to install or 
upgrade 64,000 toilets at tourist 
destinations from 2018 to 2020 
in an effort to remove a major 
nuisance for travellers and de-
velop domestic tourism.

This comes as part of  the 
three-year “toilet revolution” 
launched in 2015, which saw 
over 20 billion yuan invested 
in installing or renovating 
68,000 toilets at tourist sites, 
exceeding the target of  57,000 
toilets. 

Moscow, Nov. 27 (PTI): India and 
Russia today agreed to help each other 
in combating terrorism as the two stra-
tegic partners signed a key agreement, 
asserting that there are no good or bad 
terrorists and the menace should be 
fought jointly.

The agreement between the two 
countries for cooperation in tackling all 
forms of terrorism was signed by Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh and Russia’s 
Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev 
here after they held wide-ranging talks.

The ministers underlined that co-
operation in the field of security is an 
important aspect of this bilateral rela-
tionship further strengthen cooperation 
to combat terrorism, extremism and 
radicalism, a statement issued by the 
Indian embassy said. They agreed that 
terrorism must be fought unitedly and 
there were no good or bad terrorists, 
it said. The Indian embassy statement 
said the two leaders agreed to cooperate 
in combating new challenges, enhance 
exchange of information, cooperate in 

building a data base and in training of  
police and investigative agencies.

Indian and Russian representatives 
also signed the joint action plan for 
countering the threat posed by narcotics 
and the agreement will provide legal 
framework for bilateral cooperation in 
this field. The pact was signed by Indian 
ambassador to Russia Pankaj Saran and 
deputy minister for internal affairs of the 
Russian Federation Igor Zubov in pres-
ence of Singh and Kolokoltsev.

The agreement on internal security 
is an updated and more comprehensive 
agreement on cooperation on security 
between the MHA and the Russian min-
istry of interior.

This pact provides a comprehensive 
approach for help in security related is-
sues, including information technology 
crimes, counterfeiting currency, illicit 
trafficking in narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances, trafficking in human 
beings, economic crimes, crimes related 
to intellectual property, cultural property 
amongst others, the statement said.

Nay Pyi Taw, Nov. 27 (IANS):  
Pope Francis arrived in My-
anmar on Monday on his first 
papal visit to the country as 
part of  a six-day two-nation 
South Asia tour. Francis has 
become the first pope to ever 
visit Myanmar. His visit comes 
amid an ongoing humanitar-
ian crisis after the Myanmar 
military carried out operations 
against the Rohingya Muslim 
minority in Rakhine forcing 
some 620,000 Rohingyas to 
flee to Bangladesh. He arrived 
in Yangon where he will stay at 
the archdiocese’s headquarters 
where he will hold an interfaith 
dialogue with Myanmar reli-
gious leaders, reports Efe news.

On Tuesday, the pontiff will 
head to the capital city Nay Pyi 
Taw, where he will be officially 

welcomed by President Htin 
Kyaw and State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Pope Fran-
cis is also scheduled to attend 
a major Mass on Wednesday, 
after which he will hold a meet-
ing with the Supreme Council 
of Myanmar’s Buddhist monks 
and another meeting with bish-
ops.

On Thursday, he will of-
ficiate a new Mass dedicated 
to the children at the Cathedral 
of Santa Maria, and then meet 
Army chief General Min Aung 
Hlaing. According to some ob-
servers, the Pope is likely to act 
as a mediator for the humani-
tarian crisis in Bangladesh, 
which the UN has dubbed a 
“textbook example of  ethnic 
cleansing”.

The military operation 

- which has killed hundreds 
of  people and led to multiple 
rapes, burning of  villages as 
well as crops since the end of  
August - has forced more than 
620,000 Rohingyas to flee to 
Bangladesh. The President of  
the Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of Myanmar, Bishop Felix 
Lian Khen Thang, did not 
deny the Pope’s possible role in 
mediation.

The Holy Father can accel-
erate the reconciliation process 
between the two parties, the 
Bishop told Efe.  The visit was 
organised before the crisis, 
when the Pope met Suu Kyi 
at the Vatican in May.  After 
Myanmar, the pope will travel 
to Bangladesh on Thursday, be-
coming the first Catholic leader 
to visit Dhaka since 1986.

Dhaka, Nov. 27 (PTI):  The 
Bangladesh High Court today 
upheld the death sentence of 139 
and the life imprisonment of 146 
convicted soldiers over the mas-
sacre of  74 people, including 57 
Army officers, in a 2009 mutiny, in 
the country’s biggest-ever criminal 
case.

The judgement comes after 
the court started delivering the 
verdict yesterday in the death sen-
tence of  the total 152 convicted 
soldiers of  the then Bangladesh 
Rifles (BDR) for the brutal killing 
at the border guards’ headquar-
ters here.

The judgement comes four 
years after a lower court in Dhaka 
handed down capital punishment 
to 152 and life term to 158 soldiers 
of the BDR.

The bench yesterday started 
reading out the entire judgement 
on the death sentence and appeal 
hearing of the trial of what is said 
to Bangladesh’s biggest ever crimi-

nal case.
A Dhaka court had awarded 

death penalty to 152 jawans and 
non-commissioned officers of the 
BDR, which was renamed as the 
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), 
in November 2013.

The court had sentenced 158 to 
life imprisonment, 251 to imprison-
ments up to 10 years for the Febru-
ary 25-26, 2009 carnage, when 74 
people, including 57 military offic-
ers serving in the BDR, were killed.
The bench observed that it was “an 
attempt to destroy a trained and 
skilled professional force through 
conspiracy”.

The BDR jawans had been 
accused of  masterminding the 
mutiny plots, torturing and kill-
ing their officers, looting their 
belongings or keeping their fam-
ily members captive during the 
rebellion.

They had also killed eight ci-
vilians, eight fellow BDR soldiers 
who apparently were opposed to 

the revolt and an army soldier apart 
from the 57 military officers.

Legal experts had called it the 
country’s biggest-ever criminal trial 
in which some 800 ex-paramilitary 
soldiers had been accused of the 
murder of  74 people during the 
revolt in February 2009.

Never before had so many 
accused, 850 in total, been tried 
in a single case in the history of  
Bangladesh.

The bench heard the death 
sentences and appeals for over a 
year during which BDR’s former 
deputy assistant director Touhid 
Ahmed, a soldier-turned-officer, 
appeared as the key leader of the 
mutineers. He was also given the 
capital punishment.

Two civilians, who were 
awarded the life term, included 
former lawmaker of  main oppo-
sition BNP Nasiruddin Ahmed 
Pintu and Awami League leader 
and ex-BDR soldier Torab Ali as 
they were found guilty of collabo-

rating with the mutineers.
Bangladesh had renamed the 

mutiny-stained force as BGB in 
2012 under a massive reconstruc-
tion campaign that also witnessed 
the changes in the border force’s 
law, uniform, flag and monogram 
as part of desperate efforts to free 
the force from the stigma of rebel-
lion.

The rebel BDR soldiers had 
staged the mutiny, alleging “dep-
rivation”, at the force’s Pilkhana 
headquarters here. It soon spread 
at the frontier force’s sector head-
quarters and regional units across 
the country.

The soldiers turned their guns 
on their commanders, shot them 
from close range or hacked and 
tortured them to death.

They hid their bodies in sewers 
and hurriedly-dug graves and also 
held captive their frightened family 
members and humiliated them in 
barracks.

They had set the date for stag-

ing the revolt coinciding with the 
annual ‘Darbar’ or meeting of or-
dinary soldiers with the top brasses, 
while the then BDR chief Major 
General Shakil Ahmed was their 
first victim.

The casualties took place at 
Pilkhana alone during the mutiny 
when the rebel soldiers outside 
Dhaka defied the command, took 
charge of the armoury and came 
out of  their barracks confining 
their commanders from military 
inside.

The rebels went on a killing 
spree during the 33-hour revolt 
at Pilkhana when they also mur-
dered the then Dhaka sector chief  
Colonel Mojibul Haque and other 
army officers.

The mutiny was a challenge 
for the newly elected government 
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
It also angered the army officers 
as they lost 57 colleagues serving 
the paramilitary border force on 
deputation.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Mugabe’s birthday declared 
public holiday
Harare, Nov. 27 (IANS):  The Zimbabwe gov-
ernment has decided to declare former President 
Robert Mugabe’s birthday that falls on February 21 
as a national holiday, authorities said on Monday.
The day was previously commemorated as the 21st 
February Movement by the party in celebration of  
the principles and ideals of  Mugabe, reports Xinhua 
news agency. Workers from his Zanu-PF party had 
pushed for his birthday to be declared a holiday 
in recognition of  Mugabe’s efforts in empowering 
the youth. Mugabe resigned on November 21 after 
military and public pressure, ending his 37 years 
in power. 

Bangladesh upholds death sen-
tence for 139 over 2009 mutiny
Dhaka, Nov. 27 (IANS):  A Bangladesh court on 
Monday upheld the death sentences of  139 people 
for their involvement in the 2009 mutiny at the bor-
der guards headquarters here which left 74 people 
dead. A division bench of  Justice Nazrul Islam, 
Justice Shawkat Hossain and Justice Md Abu Zafor 
Siddique delivered the verdict, reports Xinhua news 
agency. The High Court division also upheld the jail 
terms for 196 border guards. The mutiny on Febru-
ary 25 and 26, 2009 was staged by a group of  Border 
Guard Bangladesh (BGB), a paramilitary force that 
guards the country’s borders. The victims included 
civilians, the BGB Director-General and some 
Army officers. A total of  850 people -- 823 BGB 
soldiers and 23 civilians -- were accused in the case. 

9 Afghan soldiers killed in Tali-
ban attack
Kabul, Nov. 27 (IANS):  Nine soldiers were killed 
when Taliban insurgents attacked an Army check-
point in Afghanistan’s Nimroz province on Mon-
day. “Armed militants attacked the checkpoint in 
Khash Rod district along a main road, killing nine 
soldiers,” a government spokesman told Xinhua 
news agency. Several militants were also killed and 
wounded during the gun battle, but their number 
could not be verified, he said. One trooper was also 
wounded and the checkpoint was destroyed.

Bitcoin value hits record high
London, Nov. 27 (IANS):  Bitcoin, the virtual 
currency on Monday hit record high as it rocketed 
above $9,000 for the first time and was trading above 
$9,500 in Asia. Stock markets around the world 
have been on a tear this year, but their gains are pal-
try compared with bitcoin’s, reports CNN.  The dig-
ital currency, which only rose above $8,000 about a 
week ago, has surged to an incredible 860 per cent 
since the start of  the year. The backing of  a major 
exchange is encouraging institutional investors “to 
dip their toes into the bitcoin market”, CNN quoted 
Glucksmann as saying.  He expects more profes-
sional investors to put money into it if  it breaches 
$10,000. Shane Chanel from the Australia-based in-
vestment firm ASR Wealth Advisers, predicted that 
bitcoin will hit $12,000 within the next six months.

Cor pses  in  boat  might  be 
N.Korean fishermen — Japan
Tokyo, Nov. 27 (IANS):  The Japanese Coast Guard 
on Monday said the eight corpses found in a boat 
drifting near the coast of  Akita prefecture might be 
of  North Korean fishermen. The boat was spotted 
for the first time on November 24 close to the shore, 
but due to strong waves, the rescue personnel could 
reach it only on Sunday, a Coast Guard spokesman 
told Efe news. He added that the authorities were 
trying to determine the sex of  the bodies, which 
were found in a highly decomposed state. In a sepa-
rate incident over the weekend, the the Japanese 
Coast Guard recovered two bodies from different 
parts of  the island of  Sado in Niigata prefecture, 
as well as the remains of  a boat, the spokesperson 
added. Boxes of  North Korean tobacco were found 
close to the bodies, along with life jackets with 
phrases written in Hangul, the Korean script.

Russian bombers hit IS targets 
in Syria
Moscow, Nov. 27 (IANS):  Six long-range TU-
22M3 bombers on Sunday launched airstrikes 
on targets of  the Islamic State in the province of  
Deir ez-Zor in eastern Syria, the Russian Defence 
Ministry said. The destruction of  all targets was 
recorded by unmanned aerial vehicles, the ministry 
said. Su-30SM and Su-35S fighter jets based at the 
Khmeimim airbase in western Syria provided air 
cover for the bombers, it added. The Russian mili-
tary have launched dozens of  strikes on terrorists in 
Syria since the beginning of  November. According 
to the Russian Federation Council’s Defence and 
Security Committee, the fight against the IS in Syria 
will possibly be over by the end of  the year and Rus-
sia may be able to withdraw its air force.

UAE orders release of 606 pris-
oners ahead of National Day
Dubai, Nov. 27 (IANS):  Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al-Maktoum, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Vice President, on Monday ordered the re-
lease of  606 inmates of  Dubai’s punitive and correc-
tive institutions ahead of  the UAE’s 46th National 
Day, media reports said. The Gulf  Arab state will 
observe its 46th National Day on December 2, Xin-
hua news agency reported. Dubai’s Attorney Gen-
eral, Essam Eisa Al-Humaidan, said that the order 
reflects the keenness of  the UAE Vice President “to 
offer the pardoned inmates a chance to reintegrate 
into society and an opportunity to start a new life 
and ease the suffering of  their families”.

Four killed in US multi-vehicle 
crash
San Francisco, Nov. 27 (IANS): At least four 
people were killed in a five-vehicle collision on a 
highway in the western US state of  California, the 
state highway patrol authorities said on Saturday. 
Six others were injured in the serious crash involv-
ing five vehicles late Saturday night in San Pablo 
city, about 23 km northeast of  San Francisco on 
the western US coast, California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) Oakland Area Office tweeted, Xinhua news 
agency reported The wounded were transported 
to a local hospital for treatment, according to the 
CHP Oakland It added that all westbound traffic 
on the highway was diverted to nearby exits and 
it was not known how long the duration of  road 
closure will last 

Pak law minister resigns; 
Islamists call off deadly protests

Bali volcano alert raised 
to highest, airport closed 

‘Toilet revolution’ begins in China’s largest lake

India, Russia ink anti-terror pact, say 
there are no good or bad terrorists  

Pope Francis arrives in Myanmar 

Bangladesh court upholds death sentence of 139 BDR soldiers 

PTI

 Ethnic Kachin Catholic devotees gather along a road to see Pope Francis Monday, Nov. 27, 2017, in Yangon, Myanmar 
ahead of his arrival.
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Prince Harry to marry actress Meghan next year
Britain’s Prince Harry is to marry his American actress girlfriend Meghan Markle, after 
they got engaged earlier this month, according to an official announcement today.
Harry, fifth in line to the British throne, is engaged to Markle, confirming months of ru-
mours that the couple was close to tying the knot. Markle a mixed-race American raised 
in California, an outspoken full-time actress, and a divorcee makes a surprising addition 
to Britain’s monarchy. “The Prince of Wales is delighted to announce the engagement 
of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle,” Clarence House said in a statement on behalf of  
Harry’s father Prince Charles. “The wedding will take place in Spring 2018. Further 
details about the wedding day will be announced in due course,” it adds. The announce-
ment confirms that the couple had got engaged earlier this month and that the 33-year-
old Harry had informed Queen Elizabeth II of his intention to marry Markle. (PTI)

Members of MACAA seen during the press conference at Dream Cafe, Kohima on Nov. 27.

Seen in the picture is the 
director with the plaque and 
certificate. 

Live concert at RCEMPA 
Jostsoma on Dec. 4

Miss Universe 2017: India loses, South Africa wins

Ishaan wins best actor award at BIFF

Singer Andrew Thong releases debut album

The show will be held on Dec. 1 
at de Oriental Grand, Kohima

Expressions: An 
evening with various 
Naga artistes

Jay Z cancels concert over technical issues

Tiakümzük Aier, 
Director of Dreams 

Unlimited was 
awarded The 

Golden Calton Best 
Director 2017 of 
the film Nana:  A 

Tale of Us, a movie 
released by Aoyimti 

Baptist Church 
Youth Ministry, at 
Edinburgh Festival 
of Indian Films & 
Documentaries. 

Naga director wins Best DirectorM
usic And 
Crea-
tive Arts 
Alliance 

(MACAA) is presenting 
a live concert featuring 
well known local artistes 
on Dec. 4 from 5 pm 
onwards at RCEMPA 
Jostsoma.

This was announced 
by the recently launched 
team MACAA at a press 
conference held on Nov. 
27 afternoon at Dream 
Cafe, Kohima. This 
live concert will be the 

first event of  the team, 
which compromises of  
five-member team from 
various professional back-
ground. 

The team informed 
that the live concert will 
feature popular local 
artistes from the state 
viz. Divine Connec-
tion, Abiogenesis, DGP 
Band, Mengu Suokhrie, 
Moko Koza and Mengu 
Ngukha. 

Giving a brief  back-
ground of  MACAA, one 
of  team members said its 
primary objective is to 

promote music, dance, 
theatre plays, visual arts 
and fine arts with a focus 
to encourage and promote 
local artistes. 

With all the Hornbill 
Festival musical events 
shifted to Dimapur,  the 
team hopes that this 
concert will entertain the 
people of  Kohima. 

The team said they 
are trying to manage the 
concert all by itself  with 
no help and support from 
any government depart-
ments and agencies. 
Though it has requested 

help from some few 
departments, there has 
been no positive response 
from any. 

The team said all the 
proceeds from the sale of  
the tickets will be given 
back to the performing 
artistes, which is priced 
at Rs. 1000/- as donor 
admitting one person 
with showtime refresh-
ments and dinner with the 
artistes after the concert. 

The other category of  
the tickets are priced at 
Rs. 500/- admit two per-
son and Rs. 300/- admit 
one person. 

The tickets are avail-
able for sale at Cafe 
Aurora at Razhii Point; 
Fifa Cafe, opposite Oking 
Hospital; Dream Cafe; 
D’Cafe, Jail Colony; 
Hidesign, High School 
junction; Chromatic Clef, 
Kenuozou and Musicians 
Studio, Music Planet and 
Art, and Krank Hub at 
PR Hill.

Members of  MACAA 
has requested all to come 
forward and extend help-
ing hand towards promot-
ing  the local artistes. 

Our Correspondent 

I
ndia’s Shraddha Shashidhar 
lost out on the Miss Universe 
2017 title, failing to make 
it even to the top 16. South 
Africa’s Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters 

walked away with the crown, ending 
a nearly four-decade long jinx for her 
country in one of the world’s biggest 
pageants.

After Manushi Chhillar’s victory 
at the Miss World 2017, India had 
pinned high hopes on Shraddha, 21, 
a media graduate, to end India’s 16-
year drought as Lara Dutta had last 
brought back the crown in 2000.

As many as 92 women from 
around the world were competing 
for the Miss Universe 2017 title at the 
pageant, hosted by Steve Harvey.

Iris Mittenaere from France 
crowned her successor Demi-Leigh.

The winner has a degree in Busi-
ness Management and she is passion-
ate about a program she helped de-
velop to train women in self-defence 
in various situations. 

Demi-Leigh plans to share these 

workshops and help as many women 
as she can, according to the official 
Miss Universe website.

Laura Gonzalez from Colombia 
was named the runner-up, while Dav-
ina Bennett from Jamaica rounded up 
the top three.

As the host, Harvey was sporting 
enough to address his big mistake 
from the last time he hosted.

Harvey, a five-time Emmy Award 
winner, mentioned the moment from 
when he announced the wrong win-
ner at 2015 Miss Universe.

“Well, my first year we started right 
here in Las Vegas. We all know how 
that went. We don’t need to go back 
into that,” said Harvey, who was re-
turning the third time to host the show. 

Singer Fergie took to the stage and 
performed her single “A Little Work” 
during the pageant’s evening gown 
competition. She donned a glittering 
black and silver mini-dress as the top 
10 finalists did the catwalk during her 
performance, reported eonline.com.

IANS

A
ctor Ishaan Khatter has 
bagged the Best Actor 
award at Bospohorous 
International Film 
Festival in Turkey for his 

debut project, “Beyond The Clouds”.
After opening this year’s IFFI, the 

movie directed by acclaimed Iranian 
director Majid Majidi was screened in 
Istanbul.

Ishaan, who was present at the 

festival, said he was overjoyed on 
receiving the award for his first film 
and dedicated it to his mother actor 
Neelima Azeem.

“This is an absolute honour. My 
mother is here in the audience today 
- Everything I earn from my work 
will always, first and foremost, be 
dedicated to you. Thank you for giv-
ing me the gift of life and art...” 

Ishaan said he was grateful to 

Majidi, his mentor, for giving him 
the chance to showcase his talent in 
the movie. “Firstly (for this piece of  
work) the award goes out to Majid 
Majidi - the masterful, wonderful, 
absolute legend of a man... Who 
trusted me and gave me this film as 
my first leading performance. Thank 
you sir and I will forever be indebted 
to you for that.

PTI

A
ndrew Thong of  
Kohima, a Naga 
Idol finalist, re-
leased his debut 
album ‘For His 

Glory’ on Nov. 25 at D-Café 
in Kohima. 

Proprietor of Symphony 
Academy of Music Mele-
khoto Pucho and Divine 
Connection frontman Obed 
Kath officially launched the 
said album at a brief function. 

‘For His Glory’ has seven 
tracks, all of which speak 
about the artiste’s experiences 
as a young man in his walk 
with God.            “It is dif-
ficult to bring inspiring words 
and good music together to 
make it a beautiful song and I 
applaud Andrew for beauti-
fully doing this.......I can con-
fidently and proudly say that 
this is one of the best gospel 

album by a Naga artist,” says 
Pucho.

For Kath, Thong’s music 
album is a well arranged, me-
lodious and elemental songs 
with ‘matured lyrics’. 

“It is a promising and soul 
searching album,” he added.

All the songs in ‘For His 
Glory’ are said to have been 
written and composed by 
Andrew Thong himself and 
were recorded at Clef Ensem-
ble, Kohima.

The young artiste in-
formed that his songs will be 
available at Indihut at www.
indihutlive.com/andrew.

The music album in CDs  
are also available at D-Cafe 
(Jail Colony Kohima), Ozone 
Cafe (Razhü Point), Clef  
Ensemble and Dream Cafe 
(Ser’s Bazaar).

EMN

‘E
xpressions’ a show curated 
by Nise Meruno and pre-
sented by the department 
of Tourism is all set to 
take place in Kohima at de 

Oriental Grand from 5 pm onwards.
A press release mentions that one can 

look forward on spending time with some 
amazing artistes from Nagaland on the 
opening night of the Hornbill Festival. 

Curated by eminent concert artiste 
Nise Meruno, the show is said to mainly 
celebrate popular original pieces of Naga 
musicians on the account of Nagaland 
Statehood Day. 

This grand musical event is said to fea-
ture The Asia Pacific Choir Games 2017, 
Runners Up , ‘The Nagaland Chamber 
Choir’; singers like Asin Shürhozelie, Ren-
beni Odyuo, Menguse Suokhrie, Diethozo 
Thakro, Thunglamo Ngullie and young pi-
anist Petenei Tacü (Runner up of ‘Brillante’ 
Piano Competition 2017). 

The show is said to have been designed 
into three  segments: Originals, Season of  
Love and Christmas Cheer. 

The release further mentions that the 
passes for the concert will be available at de 
Oriental Grand.

Presented by the department of Tour-
ism, the show is supported by Yamaha, 
hospitality by de Oriental Grand, Morung 
Express as media partner and event man-
aged by Symphony Production. 

EMN

Rapper Jay Z has can-
celled his “4:44” tour in 
Nebraska due to techni-
cal difficulties.

Jay Z announced the cancella-
tion in a statement, saying that the 
show staff couldn’t get the screens 
up on time, reports aceshowbiz.
com. He stated that he didn’t want 
to do the show halfway as it was 
important to him. 

“Due to the scale of this pro-

duction, we cannot get the screens 
up on time into the building in 
Nebraska,” Jay Z said. 

“This tour is important to me 
to do it halfway. I have to cancel 
the show. Same with Fresno. I 
respect you guys too much to take 
the money and run,” he added.

The rapper was supposed 
to hold his Nebraska show on 
December 6. 

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

10 am, 5.30 pm, 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng 2D)

12.30, 3 pm: COCO (Eng 2d)

AFP
Miss South Africa 2017 Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters 
reacts as she is crowned 2017 Miss Universe 
by Miss Universe 2016 Iris Mittenaere during 
the 2017 Miss Universe Pageant. 
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Gennaro Gattuso
England’s Jonny Bairstow shakes hands with Australia’s Cameron Bancroft as the teams walk off the ground 
at the end of the first Ashes cricket test match.

(From left) Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, Valtteri Bottas and Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel celebrate on the 
podium at the end of the Abu Dhabi Formula One Grand Prix, the Yas Marina circuit on Nov. 26.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1663SUD0KU 1502 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1662

ACROSS
1. Helmet shaped part of a plant
6. Remove or take off
10. Neckwear
14. 2nd President
15. White, crystalline compound
16. By mouth
17. Baby sheep
18. Church benches
19. “Ode to the Confederate 

Dead” poet Allen ____
20. Hugs
22. Layered with an outer 

covering
24. Lubricants
25. People using rotary phones
26. Australian slang for a young 

woman
29. Violent rush of wind
30. Burden
31. Pertaining to limits in math
37. Fertile areas in deserts
39. Male adult
40. River in France
41. Requests transfer of accused
44. Points satisfying given 

conditions
45. Clamping device
46. Colorless, volatile solvent
48. Wisconsin city
52. Sound of a horse’s hoof
53. Derived from benzene
54. Japanese city
58. Story
59. Mid-month days
61. Pertaining to a pole
62. Thin, sharpened side of a 

blade
63. Highest sail of a ship
64. Decree
65. Apportion
66. Extended narrative poem
67. Units of force 
DOWN
1. Strong wind
2. First man
3. Mild-mannered person
4. Do needlework
5. Attack with violent blows
6. Easily-deceived people
7. Mineral bearing rocks
8. Not many
9. Dictatorship of the extreme 

right

10. Sum
11. Angry
12. Consumer
13. Sleighs 21. Applaud
23. US poet Joyce Carol _____
25. Rock stars _____ Eddy or 

Allman
26. Black, plumlike fruit
27. Deception or fraud
28. Where the sun rises
29. Shred
32. Orthodox US anabaptist 

sect
33. Transmission of sounds 

between distant stations
34. Violent disruption
35. South American native tribe

36. Interior planking on a ship
38. Region on the French-Italian 

border 
42. Hate
43. Polio vaccine inventor
47. Placed in an enclosure
48. Made a choice
49. Shelter from the sun
50. Norse for “Happy” or 

“Prosperous”
51. Submissive posture
52. Cosecant
54. Abominable snowman
55. MASH’s ____ Alda
56. Medieval war club
57. Products of creative skills
60. Plunge briefly

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1502

AC Milan sack coach 
Montella, promote Gattuso

KPC annual sports day held
Two die of natural causes 
at Great Ethiopian Run

Bottas holds off Hamilton in Abu Dhabi GP

Players of Phesama Youth Organisation (red) and United Brothers, 
Khonoma in action at the Kohima local ground on Nov. 27.

EM Images

Australia beat England by 
10 wickets in 1st Ashes Test

5th Open Kohima District Volleyball Championship

Brisbane, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
Batsmen David Warner 
(87 not out) and debutant 
Cameron Bancroft (82 not 
out) helped Australia beat 
England by 10 wickets and 
take 1-0 lead in the Ashes 
Test at the Gabba here on 
Sunday.

Australia needed just 
16 overs and a little over an 
hour on the final morning 
to complete a resounding 
win, according to the In-
ternational Cricket Council 
(ICC) website. 

Warner and Bancroft’s 
173-run stand broke an 
87-year-old record for the 
highest ever unbeaten 
opening stand in a success-
ful chase in Test cricket.

Warner was unbeaten 
when Bancroft brought up 
the winning runs. 

It was Warner’s ninth 
Ashes half-century and his 
25th in all Tests, while for 

Milan, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
AC Milan have sacked 
chief  coach Vincenzo 
Montella and promoted 
youth team coach and 
club great Gennaro Gat-
tuso to the first team, 
the seven-time European 
football champions an-
nounced on Monday.

“AC Milan announce 
to have parted ways with 
coach Vincenzo Montella. 
We are very grateful to 
Montella and his staff  for 
all the work done up to 
today, their commitment 
and professionalism,” AC 
Milan said in a statement.

“Management of  the 
first team is entrusted to 
Gennaro Gattuso, who 
leaves his  posi t ion as 
Primavera coach and to 
whom AC Milan wish the 
best of  luck.”

Montella, who was 
appointed Milan coach 
in the summer of  2016 , 
leaves the side in the sev-
enth position in the Serie 
A, with 20 points -- 18 be-
hind leaders Napoli. They 
have posted only two wins 
in their past nine Serie A 
games.

Bancroft, it was a maiden 
Test fifty.

After England had been 
bowled out for 302 in their 

first innings, Australia were 
struggling at 201/7 when 
Smith came to its rescue 
with his 21st century. 

With support from Pat 
Cummins, who made 42 
in an eighth-wicket stand 
of  66, Smith made sure 

Abu Dhabi ,  Nov.  27 
(AFP): Valtteri Bottas sur-
vived several laps of  high-
speed pressure from his 
Mercedes team-mate and 
world champion Lewis 
Hamilton to claim a mem-
orable victory in Sunday’s 
season-ending Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix.

The 28-year-old Finn, 
who started from pole po-
sition, led from the lights 
to the flag apart from a 
spell following his first pit 
stop when the four-time 
champion Briton was in 
control.

It was Bottas’ third ca-
reer victory, all of  them 
recorded since he joined 
Mercedes to partner the 
32-year-old Hamilton in 
January following the 
unexpected exit of  2016 
champion German Nico 
Rosberg.

“This is a really impor-
tant win for me after hav-
ing a pretty difficult start 
to the second half  of  the 
year,” said Bottas.

“We Finns don’t show 

much  emot ion  but  i t 
doesn’t mean we don’t 
have any. I am so happy. 
There has been so much 
support. I can’t show it too 
much but I feel good.”

Hamilton came home 
four seconds behind Bot-
tas, having eased off  in the 
closing laps. The Briton 
scored points in every race 
of  the season, underlining 
his dominance this year.

Fo u r - t i m e  f o r m e r 
champion Sebastian Vet-
tel finished a lonely third 
for Ferrari, as the two 
Mercedes men delivered 
celebratory ‘doughnuts’ 
for the crowd.

It was Vettel’s 99th ca-
reer podium and his 13th 
of  the season.

Kimi Raikkonen was 
fourth in the second Fer-
rari ahead of  Max Verstap-
pen of  Red Bull and Nico 
Hulkenberg for Renault, 
whose sixth-place finish 
assured Renault of  sixth 
in the constructors’ cham-
pionship ahead of  Toro 
Rosso.

Sergio  Perez  came 
home seventh ahead of  
his Force India team-mate 
Esteban Ocon, Fernando 
Alonso of  McLaren Hon-
da and Felipe Massa, in his 
last F1 race before retire-
ment, for Williams.

Australian Daniel Ric-
ciardo, who was fourth on 
the grid, failed to finish his 
Red Bull for the third time 
in four outings.

Hamilton scored 363 
to finish top in the final 
drivers’ standings ahead 
of  Vettel on 317, Bottas 
on 305 and Raikkonen 
on 205.

In the constructors’, 
Mercedes led the way with 
668 ahead of  Ferrari on 
522, Red Bull on 368 and 
Force India on 177.

The opening race of  
2018 in Melbourne is a 
17-week European winter 
away on March 28, and 
will herald a new era with 
‘halo’ cockpit protection 
devices for the first time. 
Bottas, as he said, plans to 
be ready.

Australia eked out a slen-
der but important 26-run 
first-inning lead.

England seemed well 
placed to make a match 
of  it despite losing two 
early wickets, but the dis-
missal of  captain Joe Root, 
trapped leg before by Josh 
Hazlewood for 51 shortly 
before lunch on day four, 
led to a remarkable col-
lapse. 

The last six wickets 
went down for just 82 runs 
as England was bowled out 
for 195 in 71.4 overs.

While Australia extend-
ed its unbeaten run at the 
Gabba to a 29th year since 
its defeat at the hands of  
Viv Richards’ West Indies 
in 1988, England remains 
winless at the venue since 
1986. The teams now head 
to Adelaide for the first 
pink-ball, day-night Ashes 
Test starting on Dec. 2.

Gattuso, a former AC 
Milan midfielder between 
1999 and 2013, will be in 
charge of  the team. He 
won Serie A and UEFA 
Champions League twice 
each with Milan. The 
39-year-old played in 73 
matches for Italy and also 
won the 2006 FIFA World 
Cup.

AC Milan, who have 
won the Italian title 18 
times and are seven-time 
European champions, 
have not finished in the 
top three in Serie A since 
2013.

Milan had signed 11 
new players during the 
summer, spending around 
$270 million.

Kohima, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The Kohima Press Club 
(KPC) organised its annual 
sports day on Nov. 25 in 
the premises of  the Naga 
Students’ Federation office, 
Kohima. 

A press release from 
the press club informed 
that more than 30 KPC 
members participated in 
the event

Meanwhile, the club 
extended gratitude to the 
NSF for allowing the club 
to use its conference hall 
for the event, caterers, well 
wishers of  the club includ-
ing Keneido Peseyie, the 
NPF Central HQ Media & 
Press Bureau, and all the 
members for their support 
and contributions in mak-

ing the KPC annual sports 
day a success. 

The following are the 
results of  the different dis-
ciplines that were played 
during the event:

Chess (men)
1st- Duosanyü Keditsu 

(NM Cable) 
2nd- Ng. Solomon Sha 

(Nagaland Post)
3rd- Neidilhoutuo Sechü 

(Eastern Mirror)
Chess (women)
1st- Esui (DIPR)

2nd- Alice Yhoshü (East-
ern Mirror)

3rd- Emilo K Konyak (Na-
galand Post)

Carrom (men)
1st- Neidilhoutuo Sechü 

(Eastern Mirror)
2nd- Narain B Sagar (PTI)

3rd- Nchum Odyuo (DDK 
stringer)

Carrom (women)
1st- Esui (DIPR)

2nd- Alice Yhoshü (East-
ern Mirror)

3rd- Emilo K Konyak (Na-
galand Post)

Ludo (mixed)
1st- Narain B Sagar (PTI)
2nd- Kopelo Krome (Ad-

viser, KPC)
3rd- Xavier Rutsa (TOI)

Chinese checkers (mixed)
1st- Kuzhovesa Soho (Mo-

rung Express)
2nd- Neidilhoutuo Sechü 

(Eastern Mirror)
3rd- Kopelo Krome (Ad-

viser, KPC)
Carrom open champion- 

Nchum Odyuo (DDK 
stringer)

Addis Ababa, Nov. 27 
(IANS): Tragedy struck 
the 17th edition of the 10 
km Great Ethiopian Run 
(GER) held here when 
two amateur runners died 
from heat stroke, an of-
ficial said.

Speaking to the media, 
Shimelis Shiferaw Deputy 
commissioner at Addis 
Ababa Police commission 
Kirkos district division on 
Sunday said the two died 
despite efforts to transport 
them to a nearby hospi-
tal, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

In a Facebook post, 
Great Ethiopian Run 
also confirmed the deaths 
while promising to give 
more information on the 
tragedy in the coming days 

after consulting with the 
deceased family members. 

Great Ethiopian Run, 
Africa’s largest road race, 
was started by Ethiopian 
running legend Haile Ge-
breselassie as part of  his 
efforts to turn running 
from an elite sport into a 
hobby of life.

This year’s GER at-
tracted a record 47,500 
runners including 3,500 
minors and 2,000 foreign-
ers.

Gebreselassie told Xi-
nhua there are plans to 
increase the number of  
participants in the road 
race to more than 50,000 
in future editions as well 
as to place GER among 
top international athletics 
events.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The 5th Open Kohima 
District Volleyball Cham-
pionship entered day-two 
as Tiema-Khe, Kidima, St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama, 
Elite Sisters’ Club and Wa-
gers Club made it through 
to the round of  last four in 
women category.

In women’s semifi-
nals tomorrow, defending 
champions Tiema-Khe, 
Kidima will play against St. 
Joseph’s College, Jakhama, 
while Elite Sisters’ Club 
will take on Wagers Club.

While in men’s catego-
ry, six teams have qualified 
for the quarters including 
defending champions Kiru-
phema Youth Organisa-
tion, Tama Youth Society, 
Mima, Unified Sporting 
Club, Kiruphema, T. Khel 
Knights, Phesama Youth 
Organisation and Clippers 
Sporting, Kohima.

With two league match-
es left in men’s category, 

the two remaining spots 
for the quarterfinals will be 
known only tomorrow.

The knock-out matches 
in men’s championship will 
begin with the completion 
of  league matches tomor-
row. The open volleyball 
championship, which com-
menced on Nov. 25 at Ko-
hima local ground, is being 
organised by the Kohima 
District Volleyball Asso-
ciation.

It may be mentioned 
that a total of  15 men’s and 
eight women’s teams are 
taking part in the tourna-
ment which will conclude 
on Nov. 29.

Day-two results:
Men’s category

Kiruphema Youth Organi-
sation beat Kros College
Shürho Mt. Club, Kig-

wema beat Zenith Club, 
Kezo Town

T. Khel Knights beat Ner-

hema Youth Club
Phesama Youth Organi-
sation beat St. Joseph’s 

College
Tama Youth Society, 
Mima beat Sparklet, 

Mima
Kuthotsu Sporting Club 
beat Yoho Kita Team, 

Viswema
Unified Sporting Club, 

Kiruphema – Bye
Clippers Sporting, Ko-

hima beat United Broth-
ers, Khonoma

Kiruphema Youth Organi-
sation beat Tama Youth 

Society
Zenith Club Kezo Town 
beat Yoho Kita Team, 

Viswema
Nerhema Youth Society 

– Bye
Phesama Youth Organisa-
tion beat United Brothers, 

Khonoma
Sparklets, Mima beat Kros 

College
Clippers Club, Kohima 
beat St. Josephs College

Women’s category

Wagers Club beat Ulti-
mate Force

St. Joseph’s College beat 
BKK Kiruphema

Tiema Khe, Kidima beat 
Ultimate Force

Mystic Club beat BKK 
Kiruphema

Wagers Club beat Keziekie 
Youth Organisation

Elite Sisters Club beat St. 
Joseph’s College

Tuesday’s matches from 9 
am onwards

Men’s category
Kuthotsu Sporting Club vs 

Shürho Mt. Club, Kig-
wema

Unified Sporting Club, 
Kiruphema vs T. Khel 

Knights
Women’s semifinals

Tiema-Khe Kidima vs St. 
Joseph’s College

Elite Sisters’ Club vs Wa-
gers Club

Note - Men’s quarterfinal 
matches will commence 

after the women’s
Semi-final matches.



Jacob Zhimomi kicking off the 25th edition of Khouva Range Sports 
Association sports meet at Vidima village on Monday. The winners of QLounge 3rd invitational snooker championship

PB Acharya with the participants and officials during the All India Kung-fu Championship gracing 
ceremony at the Raj Bhavan, Kohima on Nov. 27.

Excel Naga FC with the TDFA trophy after the final match on Monday.
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North Block Warriors and Lower L Khel Viking registers win

Wins for D Khel United and R.S Challengers

Wapang of North Block Warriors receiving the MOM award from 
Khriesazo Liezietsu organising committee member on Monday.

EM Images

Indian captain Virat Kohli waits for the third umpire's decision on the last Sri Lankan wicket to uproot the 
stumps on the 4th day of the 2nd cricket test match in Nagpur on Monday. 

PTI

25th edition of KRSA sports meet underway QLounge 3rd invitational snooker c’ship held

Governor grace kung-fu championship

Excel Naga FC crowned champion of 1st TDFA Cup

Nagaland Taekwondo Association informs

India overwhelm Sri Lanka 
by an innings and 239 runs

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

Nagpur, Nov. 27 (IANS): 
India bowled out Sri Lanka 
for 166 runs in their sec-
ond innings to register a 
victory by an innings and 
239 runs in the second Test 
and take a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series here on 
Monday.

Beginning the day 384 
behind with nine wickets 
in hand and needing to bat 
about five sessions to save 
the Test, Sri Lanka failed 
to step up to the pressure 
and folded up inside the 
tea session on the fourth 
day at the Vidarbha Cricket 
Association Stadium. Cap-
tain Dinesh Chandimal 
(61) waged a lone battle 
as shared a 58-run stand 
for the eight wicket with 
Suranga Lakmal (31) to 
delay the inevitable.

Indian bowlers hunted 
in packs, with all of  them 
getting into wickets col-
umn. Off-spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin (4/63), 
left-arm spinner Ravin-
dra Jadeja (2/28), pacers 
Umesh Yadav (2/30) and 
Ishant Sharma (2/43) were 
all over the Sri Lankan 
batsmen.

Ashwin, following his 
four wickets, became the 
fastest bowler to take 300 
wickets in Test history. The 
31-year-old, who bagged 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
North Block Warriors and 
Lower L Khel Viking won 
their respective league 
matches during the ongo-
ing 5th edition of  10th 
Northern Angami-1 T20 
Bash organised by Broth-
erhood Group played 
here at the KVC ground, 
Ziekezou, Kohima village 
on Monday.

North Block Warriors 
beat Kenuozou Wolves by 
95 runs in the first match. 
Wabang and Renjant-
hung’s half-century guided 
Warriors to victory and 
win their second match in 
the tournament.

Winning the toss, War-
riors elected to bat and set 
up a mammoth target of  
214/6 in 20 overs. Renjant-
hung (71) and Wabang (71 
not out) were the highest 
run scorers for Warriors.

Chasing 215 r uns, 
Khriesavituo claimed 
five wickets in 4 overs as 
Wolves were restricted to 
119 runs all out in 19.2 
overs.  Japu (17) contrib-
uted the highest runs for 
Wolves.Wapang of  War-
riors was adjudged as the 
man of  the match for scor-
ing 71*runs.

With back to back win 
and a match remaining in 
the league, Warrior has the 
upper hand to qualify for 
the quarterfinal in Group 
B.

eight wickets in the Test, 
achieved this feat in 54 
matches, surpassing the 
record of Australia's Denis 
Lillee, who achieved the 
milestone in 56 Tests. Ash-
win also became the fifth 
Indian to claim 300 wickets.

After India declared 
their first innings on a mam-
moth 610/6 on Sunday, 

taking a 405-run lead, it was 
always going to be tough for 
the visitors, who have an in-
experienced batting line-up 
in the five-day format. They 
had lost opening Sadeera 
Samarawickrama (0) before 
stumps on Sunday.

On Monday, resuming 
the play at 21/1, Sri Lanka 
kept losing wickets at regu-

lar intervals. Two overnight 
batsmen Dimuth Karunara-
tne (18) and Lahiru Thiri-
manne (23) lacked patience 
in the morning.

While Karunaratne was 
caught by Murali Vijay at 
short leg off  left-arm spin-
ner Ravindra Jadeja in the 
seventh over of the session, 
Thirimanne sliced a wide 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The QLounge 3rd Invita-
tional Snooker C'ship which 
commenced on Nov. 24 
culminated on Nov. 25. 
Pelesatuo Khezhie emerged 
as the champion in singles 
event while S. Vihoto se-
cured the runners-up title. In 
the doubles event, Kapani 
Krichena and Neilhoukho-
lie Kire bagged first position 
while Kekhrieselie Khezhie 
and Lhouvivor Sekhose 
emerged as the runners-up.

delivery from paceman 
Umesh Yadav to Jadeja at 
backward point, to leave 
the tourists at 48/3.

Sr i  Lankan  hopes 
were further dashed when 
former captain Angelo 
Mathews played Jadeja 
straight into the hands of  
Rohit Sharma at mid-off.

Wicketkeeper-batsman 
Niroshan Dickwella could 
only manage an outside 
edge to a rising delivery 
from Ishant as he guided 
the ball to Virat Kohli, who 
took on the second attempt 
at slip to leave Sri Lanka 
reeling at 75/5.

Later, Ashwin did his 
magic, removing Dasun 
Shanaka (170, Dilruwan 
Perera (0) and Rangana 
Herath. The off-spinner 
got good purchase from 
the fourth day pitch that 
offered spin and bounce.

Chandimal continued 
his battle as he stroked his 
way to his 14th fifty in Test 
cricket. He was unbeaten 
on 53 from 62 deliveries.

Brief scores: Sri Lanka: 
205 all out and 166 all out 
(Dinesh Chandimal 61, 
Suranga Lakmal 31; Ravi-
chandran Ashwin 4/63, 
Ravindra Jadeja 2/28, 
Umesh Yadav 2/30, Ishant 
Sharma 2/43) vs India: 
610/6 declared.

In the second match, 
Lower L Khel Viking reg-
istered their first win in the 
tournament after beating 
Middle Bayavii Lions by 
seven wickets.

Lions elected to bat 
first but managed to score 
only 110 runs losing all the 
wickets in 18.2 overs. With 
Yandang (16) contributing 
the highest runs for Lions, 
while Meren and Atsung 
took three wickets each for 
Vikings.

In reply, Viking reached 

the target in 14.4 overs 
scoring 114/3. Sanya (33 
not out) and Atsung (13 
not out) helped the team 
to claim their first victory 
in the tournament.  All-
rounder Atsung of  Vikings 
was awarded as the man of  
the match.

Tuesday’s matches 
(Group C)

T Khel Knights vs Upper 
L Khel Riders at 9 am

Zienuobadze High Flyers 
vs P Khel Eagles at 12:30 

pm

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
The 25th edition of Khou-
va Range Sports Associa-
tion (KRSA) sports meet 
got underway at Vidima 
village on Monday with 
MLA, Jacob Zhimomi as 
the chief guest.

Addressing a large 
gathering at Vidima village 
ground, chief  guest con-
gratulated the KRSA on 
its silver jubilee celebration 
stating that the association 
was conceived with a great 
vision and it has made great 
strides over the years. He 
said that the association has 
come of age and therefore 
it is shouldered with bigger 

D i m a p u r,  N o v.  2 7 
(EMN): The Governor 
of  Nagaland PB Acha-
rya graced the All India 
Kungfu Championship 
at a ceremony held at the 
Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan 

Kohima on Nov. 27. It can 
be noted that this is the 
first time that Nagaland is 
hosting such event.
Addressing the gathering, 
the Governor said that all 
kind of  sports including 

Kungfu provide a plat-
form to hone skills like 
discipline, confidence and 
leadership, co-operation 
and respect which helps 
radically in improving the 
quality of  people’s lives. It 

Dimapur, Nov. 27 (EMN): 
Excel Naga FC emerged 
as the Champion of  the 
Tuensang District Football 
Association Silver Jubilee 
Cum TDFA Cup 2017 after 
defeating Vetao Ayie FC 
via tiebreaker in the final 
match played on Monday. 
The grand finale match 
advanced to a tie breaker 
with the match being lev-
eled with the score line 
reading 1-1 after the full 
time whistle.

Earlier, the closing 
ceremony was graced by 
T.Yonghopi Sangtam, Pres-
ident USLB as the guest of  
honour.

Individual prizes
Golden boot - Yamu-

can deliver massive ben-
efits in social inclusion, 
physical agility, mental 
resilience and serve to 
enhance, concentration, 
maintain healthy weight, 
reduce stress and depres-
sion, self  confidence and 
leadership trails, he added

Governor Acharya 
called on participants to 
carry the sportsmen spirit 
throughout the competi-
tion and wished the best 
to all. Earlier a Kung-fu 
demonstration was held 
at the lawns of  the Raj 
Bhavan by students of  All 
Assam Kung-fu. 24 states 
are participating at the All 
India Kung-fu Champion-
ship to be held from Nov. 
28 till the 30th at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School ground, Dimapur.

responsibilities to embark 
towards a new era to a clear 
manifest to achieve greater 
heights not only in sports 
but also in promoting peace 

and social bonding among 
the people.

Encouraging the sport 
persons to be committed 
in their aim to become suc-

cessful sports personalities, 
Jacob reiterated that there 
is job security in sports 
but, it is for only those who 
pursue their goal with hard 
work and determination. 

He urged the participat-
ing teams to compete in a 
healthy spirit as coming to-
gether and competing in a 
sporting pulse was equally 
important as winning.

Further, he reminded 
the people that he remain 
unmoved in his commit-
ment to work for the people 
and that he would continue 
to do the best he could to 
developmentally uplift the 
people.

kam of Chingmei Sporting 
Association

Golden glove - Naset of  
Donching Yangmai FC

Golden ball - Khumpi 
of Excel Naga F.C 

Most promising player 
- Tochi Lemba of  Sangle 
FC

All the individual prizes 
carried a cash prize of INR. 
5000 each.

The tournament wit-
nessed a total of 37 match-
es, wherein every player 
of  the match was awarded 
with a certificate and cash 
prize of INR. 500 each.

D i m a p u r,  N o v.  2 7 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Taekwondo Association 
(NTA) in a press note 
informed all the districts 
taking part in the 1st Na-

galand Olympics games 
scheduled from Dec. 12 
till the 16th at Dimapur 
to bring a Flag with size 4 
feet by 6 feet (4 x6).

All the 11 district offi-

cials are requested to sub-
mit the “Entry form” to 
Theja Keretsii, State Tae-
kwondo coach and also all 
the players to bring their 
own bedding-rolls.

Fur ther the referee 
uniform will be black and 
white with coat blazer 
either black or dark blue, 
while the NTA will pro-
vide the neck-tie.


