
A variety of insects, and frogs on sale at a market in Dimapur, Nagaland on Wednesday, 22 November 2017.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 12°

Agartala 28° 14°

Gangtok 19° 05°

Guwahati 27° 16°

Imphal 24° 10°

Itanagar 24° 12°

Shillong 18° 09°

Delhi 26° 10°

Kolkata 27° 12°

Chennai 31° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 10°
DIMAPUR 27° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 86%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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‘ P o o r  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  f u e l  a d u l t e r a t i o n  a t  f a u l t ’ 

Protein Delight

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov 23: Public serv-
ants of  the Nagaland Civil Serv-
ices (NCS) cadre have decided 
to abstain work from Nov. 24 to 
protest the decision of  the Naga-
land Cabinet that it would rec-
ommended personnel of  the non 
State Civil Services to be inducted 
into the Indian Administrative 
Service. 

The decision of  the NCS fol-
lows the cabinet sub-committee 
and the Nagaland Cabinet ruling 
in favour of  the demands of  the 
Confederation of  All Nagaland 
State Services (CANSSEA), Na-
galand Secretariat Service associ-
ation (NSSA), Nagaland Finance 
and Accounts Services Associa-
tion (NFASA), and the Federa-

tion of  Nagaland State Engineers 
Services association (FONSESA).

The associations had called 
off  their ‘pen down’ agitation with 
effect from Nov. 23. 

According to The Indian Ad-
ministrative Services Rules , 1954 
from the 33.3% total inductees in 
a state 15% can be inducted from 
non-SCS if  the Central govern-
ment 'may', in exceptional or spe-
cial circumstances, allow. In legal 
parlance the words, 'may' and 
'shall', hold very different mean-
ings. 

At present four candidates 
may be inducted, out of  which 
two are already non-SCS IAS, 
leaving two seats vacant that may 
filled by exceptional and special 
non-SCS candidates. 

The SCS officials in this regard 
have questioned the state govern-
ment as to what was so “excep-
tional” in allowing non-SCS can-
didates to be inducted into IAS. 
“It is not a reservation, it cannot 
be claimed. They are demanding 
it as a right and as a reservation,” 
said one NCS officer. 

“We, the NCS officers have 
never challenged the vacancies, 
we have accepted them but when 
the cabinet decided to induct non-
SCS into IAS, we were unhappy,” 
said another NCS officer who fur-
ther added that they have never 
challenged the vacancy in anyway 
but inducting a non-SCS officer 
into IAS without having the ex-
perience, and as mentioned under 
exceptional or special circum-

stances be inducted, is very unfair.
According to sources, the de-

cision of  the associations to de-
mand that non-SCS officers be 
made eligible for IAS as a “right” 
and “reservation” has raises many 
questions of  "internal arrange-
ments".

It is also learned that  the Civil 
Services Board (CSB) had earlier 
considered the 10 non-SCS candi-
dates who applied as 'non-quali-
fied' to be inducted into the Indian 
Administrative Service. 

However with today's cabinet 
decision the candidates are poised 
to get a second chance and will be 
recommended to the Department 
of  Personnel and Training at the 
Centre where the final decision 
will be taken.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 
(EMN): The NSCN (IM) 
has drawn flak from two 
organisations – Survival 
Nagaland and Dimapur 
Urban Council Chairman 
Federation (DUCCF) – for 
its alleged recruitments of  
non-Naga persons into its 
hierarchy. 

Survival Nagaland on 
Thursday issued a press 
statement seeking clari-
fication from the NSCN 
(IM) with regard to the ar-
rest of  two of  its non-Naga 
cadres – Kabir Ahmed, a 
Raja Peyu and Nazmul 
Islam – by the Dimapur 
police ‘for tax collection’. 
The police are also said 
to have recovered one .32 
pistol, 5 live rounds, 2580 
Spasmo Proxivon capsules 
and ‘duplicate receipt 
books’ from them.

“SN is astonished be-
yond comprehension to 
understand the presence 
of  non-Nagas in the Naga 
Nationalist Movement. 
Every Naga by virtue of  
being a Naga has the high-
est concern for our Nation-
al Movement and also has 
the deepest gratitude to the 
blood and souls of  those 
genuine freedom Fighters 
who sacrificed themselves 
for our land and future. 

“However, with the 
presence of  such people, 
the essence of  Naga Na-
tional Movement is di-
luted and the Nagas finds 
no pleasure in receiving 
them as masters to derive 
revenue from the people in 
the name of  tax collection. 
This act is nothing but mo-
lesting our patriotism and 
a mockery to nationalism. 
We therefore express our 
highest displeasure over 

the repeated notice of  such 
unacceptable non-Nagas,” 
it stated. 

It sought to remind 
that Nagas have been since 
1947 with a purpose. “Vil-
lages burnt down, Naga 
women being raped and 
thousands of  Naga men 
sacrificed their lives yes-
terday. Sadly today, the 
very essence of  freedom 
fight is losing its credibility 
with non-Nagas as cadres. 
What if  tomorrow they 
claim their rights stating 
that they've contributed in 
the Naga freedom strug-
gle? Now we have a big 
question here, is NSCN 
IM trying to legalise peo-
ple of  doubtful origin as le-
gal citizens of  Nagaland?”

Wondering how Kabir 
Ahmed was recruited as 
Reju Peyu in ‘NSCN IM 
government’, the group 
asked the NSCN (IM) of  
the ‘criteria of  recruitment 
when someone joins in na-
tional movement’. “What 
important patriotism and 
service do Izul Lokman, 
Sajuddin, Nurjahan, Jo-
har Ali and Hashim etc 
render to the NSCN IM 
in the fight for freedom? 
(Tax collectors and chief  
tax collector respectively 
as confessed by them and 
published by media earlier. 
They were arrested by As-
sam Rifles with 9mm pis-
tol and silencer).

“What is the share of  
non-Nagas in the national 
movement? Is there any 
quota/reservation policy 
laid down in the national 
Yezahbo? If  the fight for 
Nagas is sovereignty, what 
long term goal do we share 
with people of  doubtful 
origin?

“...does the NSCN IM 
even know who can legally 
reside in Nagaland includ-
ing the recruited cadres? 
We still have thousands of  
unidentified residents yet 
to be legally proven by au-
thorities. Naga identity is 
too precious to be diluted 
and get lost in the interest 
of  unscrupulous political 
interest,” it stated.

In a separate state-
ment, the Dimapur Ur-
ban Council Chairman 
Federation (DUCCF) also 
expressed dismay over the 
‘modus operandi’ of  the 
NSCN (IM) using ‘the 
service of  suspected illegal 
immigrants/outsiders of  
extremely low moral being 
in national service.’ 

“Even more astonish-
ing is these rogue elements 
were in possession of  gun 
and drugs. Such lawless-
ness parasitic elements in 
public places puts (sic) the 
life of  innocents in peril. 
NSCN IM must come out 
with a clarification as to 
how outsiders are let into 
the rank and file of  their 
organization. 

“The federation urges 
NSCN IM to immedi-
ately terminate those two 
and also remove any such 
outsiders from the organi-
zation, if  any. NSCN IM 
need to clean the organi-
zation of  such outsiders 
as it is Naga people's 
movement. Naga national 
movement that recruit 
outside elements will be 
putting the future Naga 
generation at stake,” it 
stated. 

The DUCCF lauded 
the Dimapur Police Crime 
Branch for arresting the 
‘antisocial elements’.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The 
Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) 
on Thursday asserted it support 
to the various association s of  
government employees who are 
demanding the suspension of  
probes on government officials by 
the National Investigating Agency 
on account of  alleged funding to 
Naga political groups. 

"The Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) strongly support 
strongly support the demand put 
forth by the Core Committee 
comprising representative from 
CANSSEA, FONSESA, NSSA 
and NF&ASA for immediate sus-
pension of  probes on Government 
servants by the National Inves-
tigating Agency (NIA) pertain-
ing to demands of  taxation from 
NNPGs," stated the press release 
from the student body.

The press release also stated 

that it is 'imperative' for the Cen-
tral government to understand the 
circumstances and situations un-
der which government employees 
in the state function; how 'taxes' 
are being paid to the political 
groups. 

"Finding fault and rendering 
the Government employees under 
duress will not solve the matter of  
taxation".

On the backdrop of  the ongo-
ing investigations, the federation 
also questioned if  Government of  
India is really sincere in its effort 
on the peace process. 

The federation stated that al-
though it was against any form 
of  corruption it appealed to the 
government to restrain from 'un-
dertaking investigations/exercises 
which will be detrimental to the 
very cause of  Peace and Political 
Dialogues'.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
The Governor PB Acharya 
has on Thursday welcomed 
the signing of  the agreement 
between the Government of  
India and the working com-
mittee of  the six Naga politi-
cal groups on November 17 
stating that the peace talks 
were heading in the right di-
rection. . 

"Governor Acharya said 
that the peace talks were head-
ing in the right direction and 
was hopeful for an early set-
tlement. He said that the Cen-
tral Government, under the 
leadership of  Prime Minister 
Modi, has a strong political 
will to bring an honourable 
solution to the Naga issue," 
stated a press release from the 
Raj Bhavan.

The Governor also 
thanked Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi and Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh for 
their strong commitment to 
find a permanent solution to 
the over 'six-decades-old Naga 
issue'. 

He also stated that once 
a permanent solution to the 
Naga issue comes into place 
it will spur development and 
progress which will create op-
portunities for employment 
and rapid development to be 
in tune with other developed 
states of  the country. 

"If  India has to be prosper-
ous, strong and peaceful, all 
States of  the country have to 
be equally developed". 

The Governor also ap-
pealed to the educated youth 
who waiting for opportunities 
come back to Nagaland and 
"make it a develop state". 

"Only we can build our 
State and make it a golden Na-
galand," the Governor stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Pollution Con-
trol Board (NPCB) has an-
nounced that the presence of  
pollutants or particulate mat-
ter dispersion in the air of  Di-
mapur  is beyond the permissi-
ble limit of  National Ambient 
Quantity Standards. 

Talking to Eastern Mirror 
on Thursday, the NPCB Mem-
ber Secretary Rusovil John 
stated that the quality of  ambi-
ent air was recently  monitored 
at  Purana Bazar for 24 hours 
from Nov. 10 to 11th to assess 
the air pollution level using 
two instruments; Respirable 
Dust Sampler and Fine Partic-
ulate Sampler APM 550 MFC.  

Respirable Dust Sampler 
is used for sampling of  Par-
ticulate Matter (PM10) which 
refers to the fine particles that 
are 10 micrometers (pm) or 
smaller in diameter. Fine Par-
ticulate Sampler APM 550 
MFC is used for sampling 

of  Particulate Matter PM2.5 
which refers to fine particles 
that are 2.5 micrometers (pm) 
or smaller in diameter,  stated 
the pollution control board.  

It was established that the 
air pollution resulting from 
particulate matter (PM10 and 
PM2.5) is beyond the permis-
sible limit of  National Ambi-
ent Quantity Standards as in-
dicated below:

These instruments, he said 
were operated to access the 
pollution level in Purana Bazar 
area taking into consideration 
that the area is very polluted 
due to movement of  vehicles 
in unmaintained dusty road, 
burning of  wood chips by fur-
niture units nearby and burn-

ing of  waste to name a few. 
Under the National Air 

Monitoring Programme 
(NAMP) there are four moni-
toring stations in the state for 
both commercial and residen-
tial areas. 

In Dimapur it is currently 
located in Bank colony and 
Dhobinalla. In Kohima one 
station is  near  NST office and 
another at the WWII war cem-

etery. Under this programme 
four air pollutants, nitrogen di-
oxide (NO2), sulphur dioxide 
(SO2), Respirable Suspended 
Particulate Matter (RSPM) 
and Suspended Particulate 
Matter (SPM) are monitored 
and analysed.

 The monitoring of  pollut-

ants is carried out for 24 hours 
(4 hourly sampling for gaseous 
pollutants (NO2 and SO2) and 
8 hourly sampling for particu-
late matter (RSPM) twice a 
week, explained John. 

Annual average 
concentration of RSPM in 
Kohima and Dimapur city

The above concentration of  
RSPM in Dimapur and Ko-
hima indicates that both the 
city has crossed the permissi-
ble limit of  National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards of  60 
ug/m3 making Dimapur the 
most polluted city followed by 

Kohima. The NPCB member 
secretary attributed ‘poor road 
condition and fuel adultera-
tion’ the root cause of  it.  

When queried on the situ-
ation of  other districts, John 
said such surveys cannot be 
carried out in other parts of  
the state because of  the short-
age of  manpower. However, 
he was of  the opinion that the 
situation though not worse 
than Dimapur and Kohima, 
other districts may also be at 
risk because of  the road condi-
tion and fuel adulteration.

He also added that there 
is conflict between industries 
and private residence especial-
ly in Dimapur because of  mix 
inhabitant. Though Dimapur 
do not have big industries, the 
mix in locations of  the two 

increases the risk and so 
the existing industries should 
be given a proper guideline, 
said John. 

The municipality should 
also implement waste manage-

ment rules by giving proper 
guideline and order to con-
trol the threat of  air pollution, 
opined the member secretary. 

Health hazard caused 
by dust/particulate 
matters 
In a handout that was made 
available by the NPCB, it 
stated that air pollution due 
to dust particles has become a 
major threat for public health 
and environment. Recent in-
vestigations revealed that 
the chance of  lung cancer is 
increased due to dust pollu-
tion because it directly impact 
lungs function and in turn 
causing cardiovascular disease 
and chronic abnormalities in 
the respiratory system. It also 
affects plant and animal life. 

Particulate matters are 
linked to respiratory illnesses 
and to premature death. Chil-
dren and the elderly people are 
more susceptible to dust than 
others.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): Jitul 
Sonowal has been appointed as 
the new director of  the North 
East Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC) at Dimapur on Nov.22 
informed the centre on Thursday.

"The Ministry of  Culture, 
Government of  India has ap-
pointed Shri Jitul Sonowal as Di-
rector, North East Zone Cultural 
Centre (NEZCC) on short term 
contract for a period of  three 
(3) years. He joined as Director, 
NEZCC on November 22, 2017 
at Dimapur," stated the press re-
lease from the joint director. 

Jitul Sonowal, who hails 
from Dibrugarh in Assam is 54 
years old and an eminent singer, 
music director, composer, lyricist 
and performer with more than 

30 years in the field of  Assamese 
modern song and  music; folk fu-
sion; and folk music, the release 
stated. 

He also works in Assamese 
Films and Movies; and Film Divi-
sions of  Assam.

I am grateful for 
what I am and have. 
My thanksgiving is 

perpetual. 

~ Henry David Thoreau

Wary service associations in conflict with one another  

"ayah...the night is full of 
darkness and the day is full of 
dust...even hornbill will not be 

able to save us this time!!"

~ Arien

Right of Internet access is 
non-negotiable — Prasad  | P8

Ashes: Cricket’s longest-running 
grudge match resumes hostility 
Down Under  |  P12

NCS officials to refuse work 
protesting cabinet’s decision

Air pollution rising in Dimapur and Kohima—NPCB

NSCN (IM) faces questions 
over ‘non-Naga’ recruits   

NSF join outcry against probes

Governor welcomes 
Nov. 17 agreement 

New Rural Livelihood scheme 
for Northeast to benefit 
tribals  —  DoNER Minister

Jitul Sonowal, new 
director of NEZCC

Mirror Takes

EastErn Mirror
Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Alito Wotsa  |  P10

Year Kohima Dimapur
2011 77 99
2012 82 86
2013 85 103
2014 92 135
2015 95 126
2016 92 125

Sl. 
No

Pollutant Results Permissible limit

1 PM10 404.7 µg/m3 100 µg/m3 (24 Hourly)
2 PM2.5 212 µg/m3 60 µg/m3 (24 Hourly)

New Delhi, Nov. 23 
(IANS): The new Rural 
Livelihood scheme for 
the Northeast will prima-
rily benefit the tribals and 
the lower socio economic 
groups including women 
in the region, said DoNER 
Minister Jitendra Singh on 
Thursday.

"To begin with, four 
states, - Mizoram, Naga-
land, Sikkim and Tripura, 

will be taken up for helping the tribal 
and even the non-tribal lower groups 
living in remote areas. The project is 
aimed at assisting over 10,000 Self  
Help Groups (SHGs) and benefit 
about three lakh poor households," he 
said here.

The "North East Rural Livelihood 
Project" is being supported by the 
World Bank. 

Singh said that the North-Eastern 
Regional Agricultural Marketing Cor-
poration (NERAMAC) Ltd, a PSU 
under his ministry, is also assisting the 
farmers and agriculturists to obtain 
remunerative price for their produce. 

"Special focus is on women, par-
ticularly tribal women, woman-head-
ed households and single woman 
households. The more vulnerable 
tribal groups like Reang in Tripura 
and Lepsha and Bhutias in Sikkim are 
also going to benefit from it," he said.

Results from Nov. 10 -11th, 2017



Eco club promotes organic farming NDMSA holds 1st biennial conference 

NNP+ urges NSACS to restore CD 4 machine

ARSU organises HIV/AIDS advocacy prog.

NNagaDAO sympathises with PLHIVs

Doctors trained on vector borne diseases
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Participants receiving IEC materials during the programme. (Inset) Arikumba, ADC Atoizu, speaking at the 
programme.

Medical Officers along with the resource persons at the two-day refresher training in Kohima on November 21.

Eco Club members of GMS Viswema clearing the weeds in the organic garden.

State chief secretary Pankaj Kumar speaking at the 1st biennial conference of the Nagaland Directorate 
Ministerial Service Association on November 22.

Teacher held for molestation
Dimapur women police personnel have arrested 
one person on charges of alleged molestation on a 
minor. The arrest was made based on an FIR lodged 
by the mother of the minor on November 11. In 
the FIR, the mother alleged that her daughter was 
molested by her music teacher when she went for 
music classes. Basing on the complaint, women 
police arrested the accused identified as Mhonyamo 
Kikon, son of Nyimgao Kikon of Wokotso village under 
Wokha district and presently residing in Purana 
Bazaar, Dimapur. The accused was stated to be the 
director of the School of Music, Purana Bazaar and 
teaches music in the school. Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Police and PRO stated that a case 
has been registered at Women Police Station for 
further investigation.

NFSM training held in Changdang
A one –day training cum demonstration on NFSM 
(pulse) was conducted at Changdang village by SDAO, 
Mangkolemba, on November 23.The programme was 
chaired by Mayangsangba (AFA), while the keynote 
address was delivered by SDAO, Mangkolemba, A 
Temsu. He briefed the farmers on the purpose of 
NFSM scheme and encouraged them to sustain 
themselves through hardwork in farming. The 
farmers were told to minimise the use of chemical 
inputs and asked them to practice organic farming. 
On-field training and demonstration on pea was led 
by Chaso (AI) and on mustard and lentil by Onglu 
(AO II).

Health awareness prog. held in Gaili
Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): Health Sub-Centre 
Management Committee Gaili has conducted a 
health awareness programme on November 21 at 
the Panchayat hall, Gaili, under Nagaland Health 
Project (NHP) on the topic “Substance abuse.” 
The programme was chair by Igalungle, while the 
invocation was said by Thecing, home evangelist 
of Gaili Baptist Church. Kiedi, pastor of Gaili Baptist 
Church, was the main resource person of the 
programme.

NCP appoints State president
On the recommendation of the national president 
Sharad Pawar, national general secretary of 
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and Northeast in-
charge, Praful Patel has appointed Vanthungo Odyuo 
as a full-fledged president of Nagaland state unit NCP. 
This was communicated by NCP working committee 
member SR Kohli in an official notification which 
was made available to the media. Odyuo was earlier 
holding the post of convener NCP Nagaland.

CE, I&FC notifies
Chief Engineer of Irrigation & Flood Control, S 
Kughaho Sema has informed all candidates that the 
written examination for recruitment to the post of 
LDA cum Computer Assistant, Sectional Officer & 
Surveyor in the department scheduled on November 
25 has been deferred till further notice due to 
unavoidable circumstances.

Committee visits landslide affected area
Kiam Landslide Committee of Noklak led by its 
chairman, K Langkhio, on November 20 visited the 
affected landslide areas at Noklak. The committee 
observed that an approximate 600 residential, 
commercial and office buildings both government 
and private have been effected by the landslide. Over 
40 residents have been shifted from the affected 
areas. Meanwhile, the committee has appealed 
for support from both government as well as non-
governmental organisations.

Kiphire DISHA holds meet
Kiphire District Development Co-ordination and 
Monitoring Committee (DISHA) has held its meeting 
on November 13 in the at DC’s conference hall at 
11 am. The meeting was chaired by Lok Sabha MP, 
Neiphiu Rio. Addressing the meeting, Rio has urged 
the officers posted in the remote places to serve 
actively for the uplift of the public and implement the 
schemes in order to benefit the targeted population. 
Introductory speech was delivered by Sedevikho 
Khro, Deputy Commissioner, Kiphire, while the vote 
of thanks was pronounced by T Setsathong Sangtam, 
Project Director DRDA, Kiphire.

News iN Brief WEATHEr ForECAST IN oTHEr DISTrICTS 

Max Min DP rH rF

WoKHA 20.2 13.2 10.8 68 NIL

ZBT 21.6 14.5 18.6 89 NIL

MoN 27 15 14.3 84 NIL

TuENSANG 18.2 15 17.9 93 NIL

MKG 22.2 17.2 17.8 81 NIL

PHEK 20 10.2 11.8 84 NIL

KIPHIrE 22 10.4 14.9 92 NIL

SECHÜ ZuBZA 21 13 15 72 NIL

LoNGLENG - - - - NIL

TSEMINYu 23 16 14.8 68 NIL

JALuKIE 20 13 14.7 81 NIL

MANGKoLEMBA 27.8 18.6 20 75 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

turns in cleaning the weeds in 
the garden from time to time. 
They not only learn how to 
cultivate but also learn the 
importance of  organic farm-
ing which helps in conserving 
the environment. They are 
taught about the importance 
of  organic farming not only in 
theory but also learned how to 
do it practically. 

They practise multi crop-
ping type of  organic farming 
as it helps to boost diversity 
which enhances productivity 
and contributes to a healthy 
farming system. The differ-
ent types of  crops grown and 
cultivated by the students are 
cabbage (Brassica oleracea var. 
capitata), potato (Solanum 
tuberosum), green beans (Pha-
seolus vulgaris), Oriental on-
ion (Allium chinense), maize 
(Zea mays), garlic (Allium 
sativum). 

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
A two-day refresher train-
ing for Medical Officers 
(MOs), organised by the 
National Vector Borne Dis-
ease Control Programme 
(NVBDCB), Directorate of  
Health and Family Welfare, 
was held at DUDA Guest 
House, Kohima, on No-
vember 21 and 22. 

Around 30 Medical Of-
ficers from 11 districts of  
the State are participating 
in the training. The resource 
persons of  the training are 

Dr. LA Singh, Senior Re-
gional Director, Imphal; 
Dr. Neisakho Kere, Deputy 
Director (NVBDCP); Atu 
Longkumer, Senior Ento-
mologist, NVBDCP; and 
Imsubenla Ozukum, PH 
Consultant, NVBDCP. 

On the first day, a pres-
entation on overview of  
malaria elimination plan 
was presented by Dr. Kevi-
chusa Medikhru, State Pro-
gramme Officer, NVBDCP. 
He deliberated on the mile-
stones and targets set for 

malaria elimination in the 
State by 2030. He presented 
an overview of vector borne 
disease situation in the State 
over the past 5 years.  

He also informed the 
gathering on the forma-
tion of  a task force in the 
State and the districts and 
the declaration of  malaria 
as a notifiable disease. He 
expressed hope that with 
the concerted efforts of  
all, Nagaland could be the 
first state in North East to 
eliminate malaria. 

During the two-day 
programme, participants 
were trained on malaria 
epidemiology, diagnosis 
and treatment, case man-
agement, surveillance on 
malaria, reporting of  ma-
laria, Dengue and JE, inte-
grated vector management, 
outbreak investigation with 
special reference to vec-
tor borne diseases, IEC/
BCC on malaria and other 
VBDs and the involvement 
of  private and non formal 
sector.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Atoizu Range Students’ 
Union (ARSU) has organ-

ised a one-day advocacy 
programme on HIV/AlDS 
at Atoizu town in Zunhe-

boto district on November 
15. The programme was 
sponsored by the Legis-

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): NNa-
gaDAO, the apex body of  NGOs 
and CBOs working in the field of  
drug addiction, HIV and AIDS, has 
expressed grave concern over Na-
galand State AIDS Control Society 
(NSACS) in dealing with prevention 
and treatment programmes.

The organisation has termed it 
‘unfortunate’ that People Living with 
HIV (PLHIV) had to staged a peace-
ful protest outside of  the antiretrovi-
ral therapy (ART) centre at District 
Hospital Dimapur on November 
20 to expressed their resentment 
of  the frequent breakdown of  CD4 
machine.

Quoting the World Health Or-

ganisation (WHO) guidelines, NNa-
gaDAO president and Director of  
Kripa Foundation Abou Mere stated 
that treatment for people living with 
HIV on antiretroviral drug regimens 
requires viral load test once a year 
to ensure their treatment is working 
and to identify those who are either 
failing treatment in order to switch to 
a different regimen. 

He lamented that till date Naga-
land do not have viral load machine 
to provide quality monitoring and 
treatment for PLHIV. He reminded 
NSACS that in the absent of  the viral 
load test machine, CD4 count is in-
dispensable to understand the disease 
progression and immune system to 

provide quality treatment.
NNagaDAO decried the compla-

cent attitude of  NSACS officials for 
which treatment facilities were not re-
liable (WHO recommend viral load) 
and to top that the only option CD4 
count machine was not functioning. 

It regretted that many PLHIV, 
who are on ART, had to go through 
a mental trauma and had to organ-
ise a peaceful protest outside ART 
Centre, District Hospital Dimapur 
to attract NSACS and State govern-
ment attention. While sympathising 
with the PLHIVs, NNagaDAO has 
sought the intervention of  the State 
government to address the concern 
of  the PLHIVs.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): Net-
work of  Naga People Living with 
HIV/AIDS (NNP+) has urged 
the Nagaland State AIDS Control 
Society (NSACS) to immediately 
address the frequent breakdown of  
CD 4 machines and arrange better 
stock management to ensure regu-

lar chain supply of  ARV drugs and 
move towards achieving treatment 
target of  90:90:90 by 2020.

Whi l e  suppor t ing  NNa-
gaDAO and the affected commu-
nity members in Dimapur due to 
the breakdown of  CD 4 machine, 
NNP+ has emphasised the im-

portance of  CD 4 cell count 
test for PLHIV as it is the most 
important laboratory indicator 
of  immune function to provide 
quality treatment and the strong-
est predictor of  HIV progression 
in the absence of  viral load test-
ing machine. 

It also resented that with sys-
tem already in place for ARV 
drugs stock management, yet PL-
HIV have to frequently face drugs 
shortages and stock out which 
greatly affects the treatment proc-
ess and the mental health of  the 
PLHIVs who are on ARV drugs. 

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland Directorate Min-
isterial Service Association 
(NDMSA) held its 1st bien-
nial conference at Molu Ki 
Merhülietsa, Kohima, on 
November 22 with Pankaj 
Kumar, chief  secretary, as 
the chief  guest. Since its in-
ception way back in 1975, 
it was for the first time that 
the Association had organ-
ised such mega event. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion in the first session, the 
chief  secretary expressed 
his happiness in conduct-
ing such an event for the 
first time in the history of  
the Association. He has 
termed it as a privileged to 
interact with all the differ-
ent department directorate 
staff  in such occasion since 
it was difficult for him to 
do on an individual depart-
ment level. 

He has likened the Sec-
retariat as the head where 
most of  the thinking is 
done and the directorate 
and the districts as the arms 
and legs where most of  the 
things are implemented 
and executed. He said that 
the directorate forms the 
bridge between the Secre-
tariat and the district and 
an important factor in the 
government system. 

He has encouraged the 
Association members to 
maintain a check-list system 
while discharging duties in 
order to keep track of  the 
things they are doing. Stat-
ing that adequate refreshers 
course and in-service train-
ings were imparted to the 
ministerial cadres, he said 
the government would look 
into possibilities to include 
programmes for the direc-
torate staff  while planning 

such policies. 
The welcome address 

was delivered by the asso-
ciation president L Tali Im-
song, while group song was 
presented by the Health & 
Family Welfare Directo-
rate, and highlights of  the 
association was delivered 
by its advisor R Wati Im-
chen. Vetülü Kronu and 
Chubatola also presented a 
special numbers and the as-
sociation general secretary 
M Renthungo Tungoe de-
livered the vote of  thanks.

In the second session, a 
new team of  office bearers 
for the tenure 2017-19 was 
inducted with M Renthun-
go Tungoe as the president 
and Longngam Konyak as 
the general secretary. More 
than 1000 members from 
the directorates in Kohima 
and Dimapur attended the 
conference.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Eco Club of Government Mid-
dle School, K Khel Viswema, 
like many other schools in 
rural Nagaland, is promot-
ing organic farming by grow-
ing common vegetables in a 
small area within the school 
premises.

Organic farming is a farm-
ing method that involves grow-
ing and nurturing crops with-
out the use of  synthetic based 
fertilizers and pesticides.  

It started with the idea to 
promote organic farming and 
spread awareness among the 
students. The students along 
with the Eco Club teacher 
selected a spot and cleaned the 
area where the organic farm-
ing is to be done. 

The club members also 
erected bamboo fencing 
around the garden to keep 
away cattle. The students take 

lators Forum on AIDS 
(LFA), Kohima. 

Church leaders, GBs, 
VDB secretaries, women 
leaders from different vil-
lages attended the pro-
gramme.  A press release 
issued by ARSU president 
Aketovi Assumi stated 
that during the programme 
ADC Atoizu Arikumba had 
encouraged the leaders to be 
more responsible and create 
awareness on HIV/AIDS. 
He also thanked LFA and 
ARSU for organising such 
programme for the leaders. 

The programme was 
chaired by Tokheho Zhi-
mo, ARSU vice president, 
while the keynote address 
was addressed by Tevete 
Lasuh from LF A. 

Hukatoli, Tevete Las-
uh, Pikali from LFA Ko-
hima and Hokishe Chophy 
(DIS) from DAPCU Zun-
heboro were the resource 
persons of  the programme. 
The misconceptions and 
doubts related to HIV/
AIDS were clarified during 
the interaction session.

NSCW to launch 16-day programme

BJP Tseminyu: BJP 12 Tseminyu Mandal has 
convened its executive meeting on November 25 at 11 
am at the residence of its general secretary, Rushvulo 
Kent, New Town, Tseminyu. The general secretary has 
requested all the Rengma BJP party workers under 
Tseminyu sub-division and serving in various levels to 
positively attend the said meeting.
HCBA: Kohima High Court Bar Association (HCBA) has 
convened its annual general body meeting convened 
on November 27 at 1 PM at Bar room. The Association 
president Takamasa Ao and the joint secretary 
Kekhriengulie Theünuo informed that election of the 
new team of office bearers for the tenure 2017-19 would 
be conducted on that day. The Association has requested 
all the bonafide members to attend the meeting.
ANDMSA Longleng: Longleng unit of ANDMSA 
has convened an emergency general meeting on 
November 25 at EBRC hall, Longleng, behind GHSS at 10 
AM. The unit president, Omnyei Mokho has informed 
all the ministerial staff (Sr. HAs/ HAs/ UDAs/ LDAs) from 
all departments under Longleng district to attend the 
meeting positively. He cautioned that action would be 
initiated against the absentees without any valid reason. 
He further informed the ministerial staff to submit their 
membership fee of Rs 500 during the meeting.
MHD: Mao Hoho Dimapur (MHD) has convened a 
general body meeting on November 25 at the Mao 
Community Hall, Nagarjan, from 11 am onwards. The 
hoho general secretary K Sani has requested all the 
members to attend the meeting positively and participate 
in the deliberations. The meeting has been convened 
to discuss on “Chithuni 2018” celebration and related 
issues.
SPCCT: St. Peter’s Catholic Church Tesophenyu 
(SPCCT) golden jubilee committee has convened its final 
general meeting on November 25 at 11 am at the church 
premises. All the various committees are requested to be 
present without fail.

APPOiNTMeNTs

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Commis-
sion for Women (NSCW) 
has announced to organise 
a launching programme on 
16 days of  activism against 
gender-based violence on 
the theme “Together we 
can end gender-based vio-
lence in education!” on 
November 25. The obser-
vation would culminate on 
December 10 coinciding 
with the international ‘Hu-
man Rights Day.’

NSCW has requested 
unit representatives of  all 
the tribal women’s hohos 
to attend the programme.

Peteneinuo Jamir, wife 
of  Merentoshi Jamir, par-
liamentary secretary of  

social welfare, would be 
the guest of  honour of  the 
launching programme.

There would also be a 
book launch by the guest 
of  honour on “Baseline 
survey on social, economic 
and political empower-
ment of  women in Na-
galand” conducted and 
published by NSCW and 
sponsored by the National 
Commission for Women, 
New Delhi. 

During the campaign 
period, banners, posters 
and pamphlets produced 
by NSCW on the theme 
would be widely distribut-
ed by the relevant women 
hohos in all the districts 
and sub-divisions.
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Anthropology students of Kohima Science College interact with a child from Mopungchuket village in 
Mokokchung district.

Tenyidie students of Kohima College posing for the lens with their book.

Y Kikheto Sema, fifth from left, releasing the jubilee’s souvenir publication on Nov. 23.

Members of the NGO Childline with school children. 

Principal Harish Kalita and students of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya at Chare in Tuensang district seen here 
ready to move out for a public rally during a National Integration event. 
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State

‘Too meagre, too little,’ says verdict  

KSC’s anthropology students study 
Mopungchuket’s social institutions

Sumi community urged to foster good relations with neighbours Wokha admin. orders highway cleared

Mokokchung highway gets visitors 

Tenyidie students publish 
collection of poems, stories

ECI visit: CEO to address mediaJNV of Chare observes integration week

NGO takes health message to Sacred Heart

Village Guards seek pay at 
par with Home Guards’ wages

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 23: The Village Guards 
of  Nagaland have appealed to the 
Nagaland government to implement 
minimum wages equivalent to the 
Nagaland Home Guards’ wages, in 
accordance with the final court verdict 
passed by the Guwahati High Court 
order on Nov. 13 2017.

The Village Guards consist of  
9,579 personnel from the districts of  
Mon, Tuensang, Longleng, Kiphire 
and Meluri under Phek.

The verdict reads: “Viewing from 
all angles nobody will deny that the 
VGs existing wages and allowance is 
too meagre and too little. Therefore, 
the state government should examine 
and raised the same to a reasonable 
level but not less than that of the home 
guard of the state.

“Since VGs have waited for such 
a day for too long a time, the exercise 
should be completed within a period 
of two months from the date of receipt 
of a copy of this order. Such increase 
in the wages and allowance should be 
made effective from 01.01.2017 since 
they have suffered for so long.”

Addressing a press conference at 
Hotel Evergreen, TA Ngamlao, presi-
dent of the Village Guard Association 
of  Nagaland (VGAN) said that the 
association had approached the chief  
secretary and the state government for 
enhancement of the salary. 

The Village Guards were doing 
extensive duty along with paramilitary 
forces across the international border 
at Myanmar and state border with 
Manipur, it was informed. However, 
the Nagaland government has failed to 
note the service for which the guards 
decided to file a writ petition before 
the court.

Tiny salary, ancient arms 
Ngamlao said that the guards are 

unable to look after their families with 
just a monthly salary of Rs. 1500. Fur-
ther, the association has informed that 
the arms used by them are outdated—
they were used during the time of the 
British and have not been replaced 
since then.

The association has appealed to 
the state government to replace their 
firearms to ensure higher security. 

The association has appealed to 

the Nagaland government to imple-
ment and enhance their salaries in 
accordance with the court’s directives 
at the earliest.

Taka Masa Ao, senior advocate 
and legal advisor to the VGAN said 
that the village guards were surviv-
ing on a mere salary of  Rs 1500 per 
month and Rs 25 for special duty.  He 
said that the association had filed a 
writ petition with the Guwahati High 
Court seeking enhancement of salary, 
on April 1 2017. The court gave the fi-
nal judgment on Nov. 9 2017 and that 
the personnel should be paid equal pay 
for their work.

The legal advisor said that the 
guards have been ‘exploited’ and 
had ‘suffered for too long.’  With the 
new judgement, he said, the court 
has directed the state government to 
enhance the salary through the mini-
mum wages act of Rs 500 per demand 
and not less than the monthly salary 
of the Home Guards with effect from 
Jan. 1 2017.

The advocate added that the judg-
ment given to the VGAN was a land-
mark judgement.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Nov. 23 
(EMN): Thirty-three stu-
dents of  anthropology 
from Kohima Science Col-
lege are currently camping 
at Mopungchuket village 
in Mokokchung district  
for a five-day study tour. 
Under the guidance of  two 
teachers, the 6th semes-
ter students arrived here 
on Monday. They are un-
der the supervision of  Dr. 

David Tetso and J. Konyak, 
assistant professors in the 
college’s department of  
anthropology.

The students are divid-
ed into five groups to study 
five specific subjects during 
their stay in the village. The 
subjects are the village’s 
political structure, land 
holding system, impact of  
tourism, body mass index, 
and blood pressure. 

The body mass index 

and blood pressure are part 
of  studies about the villag-
ers’ general physical index; 
the students collect data of  
height, weight and blood 
pressure to determine the 
villagers’ physical index. 

On the subject of  politi-
cal structure in the village, 
they study the hierarchy 
of  the Putu Menden (vil-
lage council), its powers 
and functions and com-
parative study of  the three 

‘khels’ in the village. Their 
study also includes study-
ing the cycle of  five ‘Putu’ 
namely the Medemsanger 
Putu, Mejensanger Putu, 
Mopungsanger Putu, Ko-
sasanger Putu and Riong-
sanger Putu.

On the subject of  land 
holding system, the anthro-
pology students are study-
ing the pattern of  land use 
in the village including 
private land ownership, 
community owned land 
and clan land ownership. 
They also study the ‘pok’ 
or cycle of  jhum cultivation 
system of  the village and 
whether the land is used 
for commercial activities 
or agriculture-based activi-
ties.

The tourism group 
meanwhile are studying 
the impact of  tourism and 
future prospects of  tour-
ism in the village. They 
have visited tourist spots 
such as Longrangtenem 
Park, Sungkotenem Park, 
Sashimeren Aire Tea Park, 
Morungs, Jina and Etiben 
memorial towers, museum 
and other sites of  tourist 
interest in the village.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
A government official has 
exhorted the Sumi com-
munity to foster peace 
and good relations with 
their neighbours. It was 
God’s purpose to place 
the   Sumi people in the 
heart of  Nagaland and that 
their territories be bound 
by ‘almost all tribes of  Na-
galand,’ said secretary for 
Land Resources and of  
the Finance department Y 

Kikheto Sema during his 
address at the 125 anni-
versary programme of  the 
establishment of  Lukikhe 
village in Aghunato. 

“Earlier, through their 
bravery and strong war-
rior qualities, Sumis had 
sustained all odds but now 
through us, we should knit 
peace and friendship with 
all neighbours,” updates 
on  Thursday quoted him 
as having said to the gather-

ing. He pointed out that the 
people of  Aghunato area 
were ‘fortunate to have 
most of  the prominent po-
litical leaders, businessmen, 
church leaders among the 
Sumis and that the people 
were expecting them to 
take the community for-
ward.’

Further, Sema said that 
the Naga people were all 
one and came from the 
same race but ‘owing to 

destructive politics Nagas 
are divided now.’ “Nagas 
are a small people and we 
should not make it small-
er. So now Nagas should 
come together to under-
stand each other,” he said 
in appeal. He spoke also 
about the need for leaders 
to ‘understand the needs of  
the needy and for the public 
to respect leaders.’

According to the offi-
cial, the Naga people were 

at a crucial stage; political 
differences had created 
more confusion among 
the public. ‘Earlier, people 
opined that women spread 
lies and propaganda but 
the current situation re-
flects that men were more 
involved in spreading prop-
aganda through various 
means and more through 
the use of  technology.’

“It is not the responsi-
bility of  only the political 
leaders but we should all 
strive for their unity and 
reconciliation as we can-
not afford to let them fight 
against each other,” he 
said. 

The official lauded 
Lukikhe village’s Village 
Development Board and 
the village’s leaders for 
undertaking developmental 
works with free will dona-
tions. “Many villages are 
clouded with irregularities 
in usage of  VDB funds but 
your village is showing the 
best example on transpar-
ent utilization of  funds,” 
the updates quoted him as 
having observed.

During the programme, 
the chief  guest unveiled 
the monolith marking the 
foundation of  a concrete 
road and a public ground 
besides releasing the jubilee 
souvenir.

Dimapur, Nov.23 (EMN): 
The Wokha administration 
has ordered the removal of  
all construction materials 
and off-road vehicles off  
the sides of roads and along 
NH-2 within a month. 

Sub division officer 
(civil) for Wokha Lanusela 
Longkumer  has issued a 
notification directing all 
citizens in concern to clear 
boulders, stone chips, sand 

and all such building mate-
rials and off-road vehicles 
lying along NH-2 (erst-
while NH-61) in Wokha 
town. They are to comply 
with the order within a 
period of  one month from 
the date of  the notice being 
issued. 

Violation of  the order 
shall lead to confiscation 
of  said materials including 
unused vehicles to be auc-

tioned off, the administra-
tion has stated. 

No complaint will be 
entertained after the cut-off  
date, the notice stated. It 
was informed that the order 
was issued after observ-
ing that the obstructions 
including off-road vehicles 
had been obstructing the 
flow of  traffic besides caus-
ing blockage of  drainages 
along the roads.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
The establishment of  the 
chief  electoral officer of  
Nagaland has announced 
a press conference with 
the media, both print and 
electronic, from 10:30 am 
on Nov. 28 at Dzukou Hall 
of  Hotel Japfu in Kohima 
town. A DIPR handout 
stated the information on 
Thursday.

The press conference 
has been convened to 
highlight the tour of  “the 
Full Commission’s visit” 
of  the Election Commis-
sion of  India to Nagaland 
to review poll prepared-
ness on Nov. 27 and the 
28th. The team is led by 
the chief  election com-

missioner, who will be 
accompanied by two elec-
tion commissioners, three 
deputy election commis-
sioners, two director gen-
erals and a director of  the 
commission.

Print media houses 
based in the state includ-
ing national, local and 
regional dailies, and the 
electronic media including 
AIR, DDK and other TV 
news channel have been re-
quested to attend the press 
conference. Newspersons, 
journalists, reporters, cam-
era crew etc., have also 
been asked to be seated 
in the conference hall by 
10:20 am on Nov. 28, the 
DIPR handout stated.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Nov. 23: Officials of  the 
Mokokchung district administration and 
the Public Works Department, and mem-
bers of the Ao Senden besides contractors 
and members from the ‘Pick-up Truck 
Union Mokokchung’ and the Mokokc-
hung District Truck Owners Association 
(MDTOA) are said to have visited the 
Mokokchung-Mariani road on Nov. 23.   

The visitors undertook an on-spot in-

spection of  NH-702D which is currently 
under closure of  agitating truckers who 
are demanding repairs and upkeep of  the 
highway. 

The MDTOA has strongly restricted 
‘the plying of  commercial vehicles’ along 
the Mariani-Mokokchung and also along 
the Mokokchung-Amguri road. The ‘chak-
ka bandh’ is being enforced since Nov. 21 
and will continue indefinitely. NH-702D is 
the main lifeline of the district.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
The honour students of  
Tenyidie BA, 6th semester, 
of  Kohima College in Ko-
hima have released a book 
“Peli Mhathu.” The book 
consists of  52 poems and 
eight short stories written 
by the students, updates on 
Thursday informed.

T h e  b o o k  wa s  r e -
leased by Thinuokhrienuo 
Tseikha, vice principal of  
the college, it was informed. 
Speaking at the event, the 
vice principal said that the 
occasion was a moment to 
be proud of  for the college. 

This kind of  contribution 
should be practiced more, 
she said. Congratulating 
the students for the mile-
stone, she remarked that 
the event will be written in 
the records of  the college 
as a great achievement, the 
updates stated.

Mhalezolie Kire, of  
the college’s Tenyidie de-
partment also spoke at the 
programme. He called the 
book ‘first ever in the his-
tory of  the college where 
students had collectively 
released a book of  their 
own.’ Many great English 

writers have made a great 
career out of  publishing 
books and that even in 
modern era, he was quoted 
as having said, ‘The scope 
is high.’

The Tenyidie students 
are said to have opined 
that the book was written 
to ‘promote and preserve 
the rich heritage of  Tenyi-
die literature.’ The book is 
priced at Rs.150 and will 
be available in the Kohima 
College Students’ Council’s 
office. It will be made avail-
able in the book stores as 
well, it was informed.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Local nongovernmental or-
ganisation Childline of Di-
mapur conducted a health 
programme for adolescent 
girls studying in class-6 and 
7 of Sacred Heart School in 
Toulazouma village under 
Dimapur on Nov. 10. The 
event was part of the ongo-
ing annual countrywide 
Childline Se Dosti cam-
paign, since Nov. 8, updates 
on Thursday said. 

The main objective of  
the programme was to mo-
tivate and educate the girls 
to improve their health, take 
disease-prevention meas-
ures and reduce risky behav-
iour, the updates stated. A 
session focusing on health 
and hygiene particularly 
on menstruation cycle, its 
symptoms and manage-
ment was moderated by 
Aligha V Yeptho, a counsel-
lor at Childline.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
The Jawahar Navodaya Vi-
dyalaya (JNV) at Chare in 
Tuensang district organized 
a public rally to commemo-
rate national integration on 
Nov. 23 as part of the Qua-
mi Ekta Week (National 
Integration Week) being 
observed across the country 
during Nov. 19-25. 

Holding posters and 
placards with messages of  
national integration, stu-
dents and their teachers 
went on a procession in 
Chare after a formal pro-
gramme in the school’s 
campus, updates on Thurs-
day stated. 

The National Integra-
tion Pledge was adminis-
tered by Harish Kalita, prin-
cipal in charge of the JNV. 
The pledge states to  work  
with  dedication  to  pre-

serve  and  strengthen  the  
freedom  and  integrity  of   
the nation, to   never   resort   
to   violence; to   continue   
to   endeavour   toward   set-
tlement   of   all differences   
and   disputes   relating   to   
religion,   language,   region   
or   other   political   or  eco-
nomic grievances through 
peaceful and constitutional 
means. 

During the event Kalita 
exhorted the students to live 
in unity and render valuable 
contribution to the growth 
of the nation. He urged the 
students to reinforce the 
spirit of  communal har-
mony and reconnect with 
the sense of belonging to a 
great nation. 

“Students are the na-
tion builders and by being 
part of  such programmes 
with utmost unity and co-

ordination, one can play an 
important role in maintain-
ing national integrity and 
unity of  the nation,” the 
updates quoted the princi-
pal as having said during 
the event.

Also, delivering the 
Master-on-Duty speech in 
the morning assembly was 
Shahidul Islam, TGT-Assa-
mese. He urged the students 
to foster and reinforce the 
spirit of  communal har-
mony and national inte-
gration. He urged them to 
take pride in the country’s 
vibrant composite culture 
and nationhood.

Different activities in-
cluding poster-making, es-
say-writing, and quiz com-
petition among others were 
conducted in the school 
after the procession, it was 
informed.

Yeptho advised the stu-
dents to consult with adult 
females in the family or 
adult female relatives if  
they face any irregularity 
or problems in their men-
struation cycle. Sanitary 
pads were distributed to the 

students, it was informed. 
Lozua Kape, centre coor-
dinator of the group, dem-
onstrated how to properly 
use the sanitary pads. Kape 
cautioned that adolescent 
girls are vulnerable and bio-
logically more susceptible to 

reproductive infections. She 
advised them to maintain 
their health and take care of  
their hygiene regularly. 

The students were also 
educated about the toll free 
helpline number 1098 of  
Childline which is 24x7. 

They were requested to 
call the organisation’s hel-
pline or to inform adults if  
they witness, or are aware 
of, children being abused, 
abandoned, missing; loiter-
ing around or in distress 
situations. 
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Asean connect: Sushma holds meet 
with Governors of northeastern states

Journalist killing leads to clashes, shutdown in Tripura

New Delhi, Nov. 23 (IANS): As 
India boosts its trade, connectivity 
and people-to-people ties with 
southeast Asia under the Act East 
Policy, External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj on Thursday held 
an interactive meeting with the 
Governors of  the northeastern 
states and the Lieutenant Governor 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Stating that acting east 
through India’s northeastern 
r e g i o n ,  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s 
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar tweeted that Sushma 
Swaraj chaired the interactive 
discussion with the Governors of  
the northeastern states and the 

Lieutenant Governor of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands to synchronise 
the views of the northeastern states 
into the Asean-centric Act East 
Policy.

“The interactive discussion 
will feed into the deliberations at 
the Asean-India Commemorative 
Summit 2018 marking 25 years 
of Asean-India dialogue relations 
featuring an enhanced role for 
the northeastern region, India’s 
gateway to the Asean,” Kumar 
said. This year marks the silver 
anniversary of  the dialogue 
partnership between India and 
the 10-member Association of  
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).

To mark the conclusion of  
a series of  events celebrating 
this milestone, an Asean-India 
Commemorative Summit will be 
held in New Delhi on January 
25, 2018, which is expected to 
be attended by the leaders of  
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

These leaders  wil l  a lso 
attend next year’s Republic Day 
celebrations collectively as chief  
guests. 

The India-Asean relationship 
was elevated to that of a Strategic 
Partnership in 2012 during the 

20th anniversary Commemorative 
Summit in New Delhi.

Earlier this month, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi attended 
the 15th India-Asean Summit in 
the Philippines’ capital Manila 
during which he reaffirmed New 
Delhi’s commitment to strengthen 
ties with southeast Asia.

Trade between India and 
Asean stood at $71 billion in 2016-
17 and comprised 10.85 per cent of  
India’s total trade with the world. 

Asean and India together 
comprise a population of  1.85 
billion, one-fourth of  the global 
population, and a combined GDP 
of $3.8 trillion.

Investments in India from 
Asean countries in the last 17 
years had been over $70 billion, 
accounting for 17 per cent of FDI. 
Indian investments in Asean is over 
$40 billion. 

The signal effort under the 
India-Asean connectivity initiative 
is the India-Myanmar-Thailand 
trilateral highway and talks 
are underway to extend this to 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam as 
well. 

Several projects on people-
to-people connectivity are held 
annually to increase interaction 
between India and the Asean 
community.

Agartala, Nov. 23 (IANS):  
Many activists of  different 
political parties were injured 
in clashes while normal 
life was hit in Left ruled 
Tripura as the BJP, Congress 
and other parties called a 
shutdown on Thursday 
to protest the killing of  a 
journalist by a Tripura State 
Rifles (TSR) trooper.

“Around 25 activists of  
different political parties 
including BJP and CPI-M 
were injured following the 
clashes in various places 
across Tripura,” a police 
official said.

Police said around 600 
activists of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 
other parties were arrested 
for  picketing in front 
of  government offices in 
different parts of the state.

Most of the government, 
semi-government, private 
o f f i c e s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l 
institutions, shops and 
business establishments were 
closed due to the strike called 
by the BJP, the Congress, the 
Trinamool Congress and 
the Indigenous Nationalist 
Party of Tripura.

Banks and financial 
institutions were also closed 
in view of  the shutdown, 
which was opposed by the 
ruling Communist Party of  
India-Marxist (CPI-M) led 
Left Front.

All vehicles, except those 
of  security forces, went 
off  the roads. The bandh 
did not affect flights and 
train services in and out of  
Tripura.

“ T h e  s t r i k e  w a s 
successful and spontaneous,” 
state BJP President Biplab 
Kumar Deb said.

Security forces led 
by senior police officials 
have been deployed across 
the state to prevent any 
untoward incident.

According to police, TSR 
Second Battalion Rifleman 
Nandu Kumar Reang shot 
dead Sudip Datta Bhowmik, 
50, at Radha Kishore Nagar, 
25 km from Agartala, 
following an altercation 
on Tuesday. Reang was 

the bodyguard of  Second 
Battalion Commandant 
Tapan Debbarma. The slain 
journalist had gone to meet 
Debbarma at the battalion 
headquarters.

Police have arrested 
both the trooper and the 
Commandant. The Chief  
Judicial Magistrate here sent 
the duo to 10 days in police 
custody.

The state government, 
which has handed over 
the case to the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID), also constituted 
a four-member Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) to 
probe the incident.

Bhowmik, who was 
a reporter with “Syandan 
Patrika” and television 
channe l  “Vanguard”, 
is survived by his wife, a 
government teacher, and 
two children.

Mos t  o f  the  loca l 
newspapers  le f t  the i r 
editorial blank on Thursday 
with a thick black border to 
register their strong protest 
over the killing.

Numerous theories 
and claims have surfaced 
regarding the reason behind 
the journalist’s killing, the 
second incident involving 
a media man in the state. 

Earlier, 28-year-old TV 
reporter Santanu Bhowmik 
was hacked to death while 
covering an event of a tribal 
party at Mandai in western 
Tripura on September 20.

“Syandan Patrikaa” 
e d i t o r  a n d  T r i p u r a 
N e w s p a p e r  S o c i e t y 
President Subal Kumar Dey 
alleged that his reporter was 
targeted by the commandant 
as the former had written 
many stories against him in 
the newspaper.

“It was a pre-planned 
cold-blooded assassination 
and they tried to hide the 
body to destroy evidence. 
Bhowmik was killed as 
he had exposed the TSR 
commandant’s illegal acts,” 
Dey told the media.

Police, however, claim 
Bhowmik had stolen an 
envelope containing a huge 
amount of money or some 
confidential documents 
from Debbarma’s table 
while the latter was in the 
toilet after their meeting in 
the office chamber.

Tr i p u r a  G ove r n o r 
Tathagata Roy, who is 
now in Delhi, has said 
that  he wil l  submit  a 
report to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Bhowmik’s killing.

With the state Assembly 
polls due in February, the 
journalist’s murder has 
heated up the political 
atmosphere in the Left ruled 
state.

The  r u l ing  CPI-M 
crit icised the BJP for 
politicising the killing of the 
journalist.

“The ‘bandh’ called by 
BJP is totally undemocratic. 
It would hamper normal lives 
and especially the annual 
examinations started in 
schools and ongoing revision 
of electoral rolls for the next 
Assembly elections,” CPI-M 
Central Committee member 
Gautam Das said.

The  Cong res s  has 
demanded a high-level 
inquiry into the murder. 
The BJP has demanded 
the resignation of  Chief  
Minister Manik Sarkar.

Various journalists 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
northeast including the 
Tripura Working Journalists 
Assoc ia t ion ,  Tr ipura 
Journalists Union (TJU) and 
the Agartala Press Club have 
also denounced the killing 
and demanded a probe.

The  TJU has  a l so 
demanded the resignation 
of the state Home Minister, 
a portfolio held by Sarkar.

NewS IN BrIef
Two held with arms in Manipur

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 23 (EMN): A combined team of 11 Assam 
Rifles and Moreh Police, based on an input regarding the 
presence of an arms dealer in the general areas of Moreh, 
reportedly apprehended two individuals believed to be 
‘arms smugglers’ during an operation at Supermarket, 
near sunrise ground, Moreh Ward No 4 on Thursday 
morning, a reliable sources reaching Imphal claimed.  
The arrested persons are Liansuan Maung Ngaihte son of  
Girenthang Ngaihte(22) of Tualkhiang, Chikha District, 
Chin State, Myanmar and Jamkheng Maung Ngaihte 
(25) of  Baungmaual under Churachandpur district, 
Manipur(India). One 5.56 HK rifle, one magazine, one 
Kenbo bike and one mobile phone were recovered from 
the possession of the two individuals.  The said individuals 
were handed over to Moreh Police station for necessary 
action, report claimed. The Moreh police station officials 
when contacted confirmed the news.

Fuel shortage in Manipur as 
transporters launch strike
Imphal, Nov. 23 (IANS):  Manipur on Thursday faced an 
acute shortage of fuel following a strike by owners of oil 
tankers in protest against government policies. Most petrol 
pumps remain closed on Thursday but officials said there 
was enough stock to last 21 days. A. Tamphayai, Secretary 
of  the All Manipur Petroleum Products Transporters 
Association, said: “The government has slashed the 
transportation charge by 14 per cent of the amount fixed 
in 2013. And the security deposit by each transporter was 
hiked from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.”  Although the petrol 
pumps were shut, roadside fuel vendors continued their 
illegal business.

Chidambaram slams Assam minister 
for ‘cancer is divine justice’ remark 
New Delhi, Nov. 23 (PTI): Congress leader P 
Chidambaram today denounced Assam minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma for his remarks that some people suffer 
from life-threatening diseases because of sins committed 
in the past, saying “that is what switching parties does 
to a person”. Sarma, who was with the Congress earlier, 
had last year switched over to the BJP. “Cancer is divine 
justice for sins’ says Assam Minister Sarma. That is what 
switching parties does to a person,” Chidambaram tweeted. 
At a function organised for distribution of appointment 
letters to teachers in Guwahati yesterday, Sarma had said, 
“God makes us suffer when we sin. Sometimes we come 
across young men getting inflicted with cancer or young 
men meeting with accidents. If you observe the background 
you will come to know that it’s divine justice. Nothing else. 
We have to suffer that divine justice.” 

Strike paralyses government offices 
in Mizoram
Aizawl, Nov. 23 (PTI): The routine functioning of  
the Mizoram government offices was again completely 
paralysed today owing to a pen-down strike called by an 
association of the state government employees. Today 
was the second and last day of the strike called by the 
Federation of  Mizoram Government Employees and 
Workers (FMGE and W). The government employees 
have been demanding enhanced pay by implementing the 
seventh central pay commission. They accused the council 
of ministers of deliberately delaying the implementation 
by constituting Pay Review Committee headed by former 
Finance Minister H Liansailova, Vice president of the 
state planning board. The FMGE and W leaders said that 
they would soon announce their future course of action.

Three die as unidentified vehicle 
rams bike
Tezpur (Assam), Nov. 23 (PTI): Three persons lost 
their lives today when their motorcycle was hit by an 
unidentified vehicle from behind on National Highway-15 
at Ghoramari under Salanibari police outpost in Sonitpur 
district, police said. Of them, two died on the spot while 
the third lost his life on the way to hospital, a police official 
said. One person has been identified as James Tapno 
from Puniani village of Solmara, while the other two are 
yet to be recognised, the official said.  He added that an 
operation to nab the errant vehicle is on.

Four die, 22 injured in road accident
Nagaon (Assam), Nov 23 (PTI) Four persons died and 
22 were injured in a road accident involving a mini bus 
and a truck carrying LPG cylinders in Koliabor area of  
Nagaon district in central Assam today, police said. The 
accident occurred on National Highway 37 at Amguri in 
Koliabor when the mini bus travelling from Nagaon to 
Jorhat collided with the truck coming from the opposite 
direction. Three passengers in the bus lost their lives on 
the spot while the fourth died at Jakhalabandha Hospital 
where the seriously injured were admitted, police said. 
Police has begun probing into the accident and the bodies 
sent for postmortem examination and identification, the 
sources added.

PCI asks for report from Tripura govt.

39 MoUs signed between 
Manipur and govt. agencies

Mao town to host cherry festival

Sit-in demonstration for statehood postponed to Dec. 19

Fire at Ima Market Imphal; no injuries Assam govt. delegation to visit 
disputed border with Nagaland

AR motorcycle expedition concludes at Shillong

New Delhi, Nov. 23 (PTI): The Press 
Council of  India (PCI) has asked for a 
report from the Tripura government on the 
killing of a 48-year-old journalist allegedly 
by a constable of the Tripura State Rifle 
(TSR).

Sudip Datta Bhaumik, working with 
Bengali newspaper ‘Syandan Patrika, was 
gunned down on Tuesday following an 
altercation with the TSR constable.

The killing comes just two months after 
a local television journalist was killed in the 
north eastern state.

On September 20, Santanu Bhowmick 
was killed at Mandai in West Tripura 
district when he went to cover an agitation 
by the Indigenous Peoples Front of Tripura 
(IPFT).

According to a PCI release yesterday, the 
PCI chairman taking suo-motu cognisance 
of the issue ordered to immediately seek 
a report on the matter along with a reply 

from “the chief  secretary, the secretary 
(Home), Director General of  Police, 
Government of Tripura and Commandant 
of 2nd battalion of TSR.” 

Bhaumik was gunned down around 
2 pm inside the headquarters of the 2nd 
battalion of the TSR at R K Nagar, West 
Tripura superintendent of  Police (SP) 
Abhijit Saptarshi had said.

TSR constable Nandalal Reang, who 
allegedly shot dead the journalist, was 
arrested on the Tuesday itself and yesterday 
the commandant of  the 2nd battalion 
of the TSR, Tapan Debbarma, was also 
arrested for conspiring to kill the scribe.

Both were sent to police custody for 
ten days. 

Editor of  ‘Syandan Patrika’, Subal 
Kumar Dey alleged that Datta Bhaumick 
was killed because he had exposed the 
many misdeeds and corruption by the 
commandant Debbarma.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
3 9  M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  we r e 
signed between Manipur 
government agencies and 
different firms/companies 
i n  a r e a s   i n c l u d i n g 
healthcare, infrastructure, 
skill  development and 
agriculture, etc. during 
the two-day North East 
Development Summit 
(NEDS), 2017, according to 
its official sources.

The NEDS 2017 with 
an objective to showcase 
the existing economic 
potential and attract outside 
investors in terms of  food 
processing industry, bamboo 
industry, fisheries, real estate 
etc, concluded on Wed. at 
Imphal.

Out of  the 39 MoUs, 
the Manipur State Forest 
Department signed four 
MoUs - two with HSMM 
Group for  Agarwood 
plantation and production 
of essential oil, commercial 
production of  orchids and 
essential oils.

The Department also 
signed MoU with NRL for 
production of bio-fuels from 
bamboo and with TRIFED 
for minimum support prices 
for minor forest produces 
while Higher Education 
Department signed MoU 
with M/s UNESCO Center 
(UK) for setting up a private 
university in Manipur.

Finance Department 
signed MoU with INDO 
SWISS Center (Switzerland) 

for facilitating attracting 
investment, trade, tourism. 
Agriculture Department 
signed MoU with MSTC for 
e-marketing of agricultural 
produces from Manipur.

Tourism Department 
signed MoU with Lao PDR 
for Development of tourism. 
Tourism Department also 
signed MoU with M/s 
Star Track Business House 
Pv t  L td  Mumbai  fo r 
Infrastructure Development 
project for Rs 50 crore.

Manipur Police Housing 
Corporation (MPHC) signed 
MoU with M/s Fitzroy 
Salai Holdings, Kolkata for 
Cable Car Project.

With the signing of  
the MoUs, state Chief  
Minister N Biren who 
attended the valedictory 
function contended that it 
marked the beginning of  
the government and private 
companies’ commitment 
towards collective effort of  
building partnerships to 
address the aspirations of  
the people by unlocking the 
full potential of the state.

Biren also expressed his 
delight that five sessions 
focusing on the areas of  
trade and investment, 
c o n n e c t i v i t y  a n d 
infrastructure development, 
tourism development in the 
region, skill development, 
capacity building and 
entrepreneurship were 
held during the summit 
which was inaugurated by 
President of India Ramnath 
Kovind.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Mao town borde r ing 
Nagaland and Manipur will 
hold its first ever Manipur 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
along with its 3rd Flowers 
Festival starting from Nov. 
26 till 28th, stated a press 
release. 

The grand celebration 
for the twins’ festival is said 
to be graced by Manipur 
Chief  Minister N. Biren 
Singh.

M a o ,  a  p l a c e  o f  
synonymous with rich 
horticultural product and 
hub of  quality organic 
product is blessed with 
cool and pleasant climatic 
cond i t ion  favourab le 
f o r  f l o r i c u l t u r e  a n d 

horticulture farming, stated 
the release.

The idea for the Cherry 
Blossom Festival is said to 
have created in 2016 by the 
Director of Institute of Bio-
resources and Sustainable 
Development, Imphal Prof. 
Dinabandhu Sahoo but 
the celebration had to be 
deferred till this year, stated 
the release. 

U n d e r  t h e  t h e m e 
‘ C e l e b r a t i n g  N a t u r e 
Abundance’, the festival 
will have flowers, fruits and 
vegetables exhibition cum 
competition, trekking to 
Mt. Esii, cycling expedition 
along the foothill of Mt. Esii 
, musical night and display 
of Cherry tree.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 23 (EMN):  With 
the parliament session nearing, the 
scheduled sit-in demonstration of  
statehood for two hill districts of  
Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao at 
New Delhi, Jantar Mantar has been 
postponed from Nov. 27 to Dec. 19. 
This was informed by Karbi Anglong 
North Cachar Hills Autonomous 
S t a t e  D e m a n d  C o m m i t t e e 
(KANCHASDCOM),  President, AJit 
Timung to Easter Mirror correspondent 

on Thurs. 
He further informed that more 

than twenty organisations including, 
students, social, civic, women, and 
political parties from both the districts 
will be taking part in the demonstration. 

This is the collective effort made 
by the organisation, said the president. 

Meanwhile, as a part of  the 
demonstration the Karbi Anglong 
Distr ic t  Congress  Committee 
(KADCC), West Karbi Anglong 
Distr ic t  Congress  Committee 

(WKADCC) and Dima Hasao District 
Congress Committee (DHDCC) 
are all set to move to New Delhi to 
join the sit-in-demonstration by all 
political parties, civil and students’ 
organisations at Jantar Mantar to 
raise the demand for creation of  
Autonomous State comprising the 
above districts under Article-244(A) 
of  the Indian Constitution without 
hampering the integrity of the state of  
Assam, informed, KADCC, General 
Secretary, Bidyasing Rongpi.

Our Correspondent
Imphal ,  Nov.  23(EMN): 
Municipal Administration, 
Housing and Urban Development 
( M A H U D )  a n d  T o w n 
Planning Minister Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar on Thursday 
announced strict prohibition on 
storage of  goods and electricity 
usage at the basement of  Ima 
Market in the heart of  Imphal 
town. He has directed the Imphal 
Municipal Corporation to strictly 
follow the instructions.

M A H U D  M i n i s t e r ’ s 
announcement comes after a 
minor fire that broke out at the 
basement of the Ima Market No 1 
(Ima Leimaren Sidabi) at around 
3.30 pm on Thursday. The cause 
of  the fire electric short circuit 
from a machine used by an ice 
cream vendor. State fire tenders 
reached the spot on time and 
controlled the fire.

Speaking to media persons 
after inspecting the fire at Ima 
Market, MAHUD Minister 
said under the Imphal Smart 

City Mission, basement areas of  
Ima Market (all three buildings) 
will be converted into parking 
space and foot over bridge 
will be constructed to connect 
both the adjacent markets. The 
underground parking system 
is expected to start from next 
month.

He once again stated that 
the MAHUD department is 
committed to hand over the Ima 
Market buildings to the women 
vendors from Feb. 22 next year, 
after complete renovation/
repairing work which is the 
reason, most of the work will be 
completed before the Feb. 2018.

Minis te r  Shyamkumar 
has appealed the shopkeepers, 
vendors including street vendors 
to keep the market  c lean 
throughout the year, stating that 
they have a major role in keeping 
the historic Khwaramband 
Keithel neat and tidy. He also 
appealed to the shopkeepers to 
use dustbins in all the shops to 
avoid inconveniences. 

Guwahati, Nov. 23 (PTI): An Assam government 
delegation would visit the disputed border with 
Nagaland tomorrow following reports that the 
neighbouring state has set up a sub-division inside 
Golaghat district of Assam.

The delegation would be headed by Agriculture 
Minister Atul Bora, an MLA of  Bokakhat 
constituency in Golaghat district.

“Chief  Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has 
constituted a six-member delegation under the 
leadership of Agriculture Minister Atul Bora to 
visit Assam-Nagaland border to take stock of the 
latest situation there,” an official release said.

The delegation would inspect the inter-state 
border tomorrow and submit a report to the chief  
minister, the release said here.

A section of the media here recently reported 
that Nagaland has set up a new sub-division in 
Golaghat district.

Assam and Nagaland share a 434 km long 
boundary and the border dispute dates back to 
1963 when Nagaland was carved out of Assam’s 
Naga Hills district. 

Assam government had filed a suit on the issue 
under a provision of the Constitution nearly 28 
years ago and it is still pending.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Tri-Nation Unity 
and Heritage Motorcycle Expedition 
organised by the Assam Rifles 
concluded on Nov. 22 at Shillong. 

A press release mentions that the 
expedition was flagged down by Lt 
Gen Shokin Chauhan, AVSM, YSM, 
SM, VSM,DGAR, in the presence of  
all ranks of Assam Rifles, students of  
ARPS and other civic dignitaries. 

The expedition which commenced 
on Oct. 30, commemorating the birth 
anniversary of  Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel is said to have traversed a 
distance of almost 2700kms in 23 days, 
through two neighbouring countries 
of  Bangladesh and Myanmar and 
six Indian states of  Tripura, Assam, 
Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and 
Meghalaya. The terrain is said to have 
been a challenging experience testing 
the grit, endurance, driving skills and 
patience of the expedition team.

The release mentions that the Tri-
Nation motorcycle expedition aimed at  
fostering force to force contact between 
border guarding forces of  India, 
Bangladesh and Assam, pay homage at 
all War Memorials across the route and 
connect with the Veterans, Veer Naris, 
youths, students and the local people 
of NE states and to carry the message 
of unity, national integrity and pride of  
our national heritage.

In his flag-in speech, the DGAR 
addressed the gathering, expressed his 
satisfaction on successful completion 
of  the Tri-Nation Expedition and 
congratulated the team members on 
their strength, determination and 
courage. He said that the expedition 
would remain in the hearts and minds 
of the people of NE for long and foster 
good relations amongst the border 
guarding forces of India, Myanmar and 
Bangladesh. 

He also said that such initiatives 
would help today’s youth of  the 
country to be aware of our rich heritage 
and provide an opportunity to maintain 
the integral strength of the nation.

Col Pratyush Kumar Singh Gaur, 
Expedition Leader, in his emotional 

concluding speech thanked the DGAR 
and expressed his heartfelt gratitude for 
the opportunity and privilege of leading 
the team of 33 brave riders across the 
three nations and six Indian states of  
NE. 

He said during their journey 
through Bangladesh & Myanmar, the 
team had the unique opportunity to 
indulge in several formal and informal 
activities including interactions, cultural 
programs & sports to understand 
each other’s organization, role and 
functioning. 

The team indulged in several social, 
cultural and sports activities during 
the journey through the North East, 
conforming to the apt title of being the 
“Friends of the Hill People”.
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Forest department officials along with the public leaders of Peren district during the save Amur Falcon campaign in Jalukie on November 20.

Inner Wheel Club president, Jyotsna Singh, handing over the scooty to the Commissioner of Police on 
November 21.

Club donates scooty to women policeForest dept. organises save Amur Falcon campaign

KVYO appreciates govt.’s response

Prayer summit concludes in Kisama

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Kohima Village Youth Or-
ganisation (KVYO) has 
appreciated the timely re-
sponse of  the government 
on the issue to shift Hornbill 
International Rock Contest 
to Dimapur City.

A joint press release 
issued by KVYO presi-
dent Medozhatuo Rutsa     
and the general secretary 
Ruokuoneitso Kire pointed 
out that “Security related 
issues” was too unpalat-
able for the organisation in 
particular and for every law 
abiding residents of the capi-
tal. It added that even the 
mention of “traffic conges-
tion” was confounding since 
both Kohima and Dimapur 
face the same problem. 

KVYO made it clear 
that it does not object to 
the shifting of HIRC or any 
Hornbill related activity in 
general to any part of  the 

state by the government. 
It, however, stated that the 
earlier excuse had defiled its 
image and nullified all previ-
ous sacrifices. 

It stated that Kohima 
had hosted all previous edi-
tions of  HIRC and other 
events successfully without 
any breach of  security. It 
added that from the time 
Hornbill festival was first 
celebrated at Kohima Local 
Ground (Khuochiezie) till 
today various events were 
expanded to Kisama, Peren, 
Zunheboto, Phek and Di-
mapur districts. It stated that 
in all the events there has 
never been a security threat 
either at Kohima or any of  
the other districts including 
Dimapur, adding Nagas 
have never been known for 
ill-treatment of  its visitors 
and guest not even the en-
emy during periods of unrest 
and conflict. 

KVYO stated that the 
state government should 
never give false or negative 
and whimsical labels to plac-
es and people especially for 
an entertainment activity. 

With the CMO finally 
retracting the statement 
and ‘clarifying’ upon the 
matter, KVYO expressed 
its gratitude to the chief  
minister in particular for 
his maturity and all those 
upright government serv-
ants, honest public leaders 
of Kohima as well as others 
and a very supportive pub-
lic who stood with KVYO 
when Kohima was falsely 
labeled in national and state 
media unjustly.

KVYO has the HIRC a 
grand success and assured 
its cooperation to the district 
and law enforcement agen-
cies for any Hornbill festival 
related activity as it was in 
the past.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): Inner Wheel 
Club, Dimapur, had donated a scooty to 
Dimapur women police on November 21.

In brief  function, Commissioner of Po-
lice, Limasunep Jamir has lauded the noble 

gesture of  the club, who responded posi-
tively and donated a scooty to the women 
police station. The key of  the scooty was 
handed over to Commissioner of Police by 
the club president, Jyotsna Singh.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Prayer Summit Nagaland 
has held a ‘Prayer Sum-
mit’ on the theme ‘Healing 
home’ at Kisama Naga 
Heritage village from No-
vember 17 – 19 where 
about 500 regular prayer 
warriors camped at the site 
and prayed day and night 
seeking the peace of  God 
to prevail in the land. The 
Prayer Summit was inter-
denominational.

On Sunday morning 
about 1500 congregation 
attended the service. In all 
the five services, prayers 
and intercessions were the 
main features. During the 
three-day Prayer Summit, 
believers in one accord 
confessed the sins of  Na-
gas and prayed for forgive-
ness. They also prayed 
for peace and tranquillity 
in the land as well as to 
root out corruption for 
development to take place, 
clean election and to elect 
God fearing leaders having 
genuine love and concern 
for the citizens. 

The team also prayed 
for the right solution and 
sovereignty of  Naga politi-
cal problem.

At the end of  every 
evening service, a special 
prayer was offered for 
youth volunteers and choir 
members. Prayers were 
made for Naga national 
workers, State legislators, 
bureaucrats, police and 
administrators so that they 
would gain God’s wisdom 
to lead the people. Prayers 
were also made for young 
generation, school, college 
and university students, 
teachers, contractors, busi-
ness sectors, village lead-
ers, church leaders and 
missionaries. 

The main speakers of  
the Prayer Summit were 
Rev. Dr. Shiwoto Swu, 
Rev. Dr. MongLotha, Rev. 
Dr. Atsi Dolie, Rev. Dr. 
Wati Aier and Rev. Dr. 
Ponsing Konyak. 

The speakers empha-
sised on the importance of  
humbleness in life as chil-
dren of  God and seeking 
the wisdom of  God. The 
speakers also stressed that 
the main task of  church’s 
business should be to save 
the lost souls and that all 
the believers ought to ac-
knowledge the supremacy 
of  God and submit to His 
authority by giving glory 
to His name. 

The speakers also chal-
lenged the Naga Christians 
to live out what they be-

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): 
Department of  Environ-
ment, Forest & Climate 
Change, Peren division, in 
collaboration with Wildlife 
Division Dimapur, held a 
“Save Amur Falcon” cam-
paign on the theme “Lis-
tening to our own voices” 
on November 20 at Jalukie. 
The programme was at-
tended by all sections of  
the society, which included 
pastors, village council 
chairmen, VDB secretaries, 
Gaonboras, representatives 

from different organisa-
tions in the district

The programme was 
chaired by Dr. Sentitula, 
DFO Peren, who in her 
opening statement said, 
“Jalukie town better known 
as rice bowl of  Nagaland 
is directly and indirectly 
benefitting through the 
coming of  Amur Falcon, 
as humans and animals are 
inter connected, inter de-
pendent and inter related 
with each other.”

She stated that the 

amazing bird Amur Fal-
con has also brought all 
sections of  society together 
to a platform where every-
body could speak out their 
voices towards conserva-
tion initiatives.

The programme began 
with an invocation pro-
nounced by Irai, Range 
Officer, while Caroline, 
Wildlife Warden Dimapur, 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress. 

Launching the cam-
paign “Listening to our 

own voices,” Mongzung 
Mpom, pastor of  Local 
Baptist Church Jalukie 
Town, categorically said, 
“if  we love God we should 
love the created beings.” 
Akangna Iheilung advisor 
of  Women Welfare Or-
ganisation Jalukie Town, 
reminded the participant 
that the tribals are born 
conservationist and should 
carry our fore-parent’s tra-
dition and practise towards 
conservation. Namgun 
Hingleu, chairman of  All 

Jalukie Villages’ Chairmen 
Association, applauded 
the Peren Forest Depart-
ment for their sincere and 
persistent effort towards 
protection and conserva-
tion and also assured their 
full support with the forest 
department. 

Joshua, advisor of  Ze-
liangrong Baudi, spoke on 
conservation of  all crea-
tures in the universe and 
particularly mentioned the 
need to work out Tragopan 
conservation route and 
map in the state. Mazum-
dar, Forester-I representing 
the Peren Forest Division – 
Amur Falcon Protection 
Task Force, shared their 
experiences in protection 
duties and stated that un-
like other years the number 
of  birds arriving in the 
Jalukie has increased from 
lakhs to millions.

TL Tsanglao, SDO (C) 
Jalukie, also spoke on the 
needs to preserve the re-
sources for future genera-
tion, while Satya Prakash 
Tripathi, Chief  Wildlife 
Warden & PCCF Naga-
land, spoke on the acts and 
regulations governing the 
wildlife, its punishment 
and consequences in com-
mitting wildlife offence. 

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
concluded with a vote 
of  thanks delivered by 
Akhiubo, Assistant Con-
servator of  Forest.

lieve. They suggested that 
prayers must not be taken 
as magical tools but trans-
late it into their daily lives. 
They have urged all believ-
ers to seek the authority of  
the Lord and be filled with 
the power of  Holy Spirit 
and be used by the Lord 
fully as God’s children.

All the attendants have 
committed to continue 
praying for Nagaland so 
that newness would take 
place and to dedicate their 
lives for the Lord. 

This was stated in a 
press release issued by Rev. 
Dr. Vezopa Tetseo, pro-
gramme coordinator.

Praise and worship team leading in the singspiration session during the Prayer Summit held at Kisama.
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Playing With Numbers

On September 20 when the Naga Peoples’ Front par-
ty led by the majority of the legislators including 
the Chief Minister TR Zeliang with Neiphiu Rio as 

the president conducted the party’s general convention. 
The convention was a show of strength and a process to le-
gitimise their group against the other group led by former 
chief minister and party president Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu. That day the party claimed that they had the signed 
support of 32871 party members. 

On the same day, consultative meetings were organised 
by the other group led by Liezietsu in almost all the district 
headquarters in the state probably to eclipse the other 
group’s convention. In one of the consultative meeting at 
the NPF central headquarters in Kohima, Liezietsu stated 
that the rival  group conducting the convention was just 
a show and will not be tenable in the ECI. To strengthen 
his point of view he disclosed the number of active mem-
bers that elected him during the general convention of the 
party in 2014  was only 5221 adding that those names were 
already submitted to the ECI. 

Later, the ECI instead of giving a verdict directed both 
the groups to find a amicable solution internally as per the 
party’s constitution, while acknowledging that there was a 
clear split in the party. The provision in the party constitu-
tion for such cases is a general convention where active 
members will vote for the future of the party. Subsequently 
the group led by the beleaguered president Liezietsu also 
conducted a general convention in Kohima on Nov. 22. In 
this convention Liezietsu’s group claimed that they have 
the support of 21144 party workers. It was also another 
show of strength as that of Sep. 20 no doubt, but luckily for 
him none of the media in Nagaland questioned about his 
earlier figure of Active Members. 

The NPF party has a two tier membership system; the 
primary and the active. The only criteria mentioned for ac-
tive membership is that one should be a Primary Member 
of the party and that the registration is valid for 3 years. 
With two conflicting general conventions and submissions 
thereof the ECI is probably in for some serious scrutiny. 

However, the truism is that a ruling party with the high-
est number of legislators is answerable not only to the 
primary and active party members their party but to the 
electorates and all the people of the state. It also behoves 
the leaders of both the groups who lead a party with the 
mandate from the people to get their figures right. It has 
come to a point where the integrity of the leaderships will 
be questioned by the people. It is a cliché that politics is 
dirty because even in politics boundaries are set and need 
to be regulated. In the past there has been allegations of 
misrepresentations with  fictitious names and  duplica-
tions. If true, then what will the future hold for the people 
when ruling party itself sets such examples. 

NPCB

Sl.No Subject Suggested Actions Responsible Agency(ies)

1 Drive against polluting vehicles 
for ensuring strict compliance of  
emission norms.

a. Commercial diesel vehicles plying for more than 12 years 
should be off- limits within the Municipal areas of  Kohima and 
Dimapur and for personalized vehicles the life span should be 15 
years.
b. Vehicles plying in the cities without PUC and fitness 
certificates should be off-road.
c. Phased-out Diesel vehicles from other states which have 
crossed the life span of  10 years should not be registered.
d. Registering authority should see to it that vehicles are PUC 
compliant at the time of  manufacture by the companies.
e. Vehicles emitting thick smoke or generating loud noise should 
be held and emission should be checked for necessary actions.
f. Inspection and Certification Centre should be easily available.

• Transport Department.
• Traffic Police.

2 Launch public awareness 
campaign for air pollution 
control, vehicle maintenance, 
minimizing use of  personal 
vehicles, lane discipline, etc.

a. Induction of  Public transportation like City buses and local 
taxis in addition to Autos and rickshaws in Dimapur.
b. Extensive drive to create awareness among the general masses 
to be initiated.

• Transport Department.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.
• Traffic Police.
• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.

3 Prevent parking of  vehicles in the 
non-designated areas.

a. Maintain proper parking areas within the town.
b. In Kohima, partially constructed parking facility located in PR 
hill and New NST should be completed at the earliest to ease the 
movement of  vehicles.
c. In Dimapur city, parking facility in Shopping Complex 
cum Parking at Forest Colony should also be utilized. And 
identification of  more areas for parking facility be initiated.

• Traffic Police.
• KMC, DMC East Dimapur Town Council 
and Chumukedima Town Council.
• Urban Development Department.

4 Check fuel adulteration and 
random monitoring of  fuel 
quality data and awareness.

a. The Government should notify about the responsibilities of  
Department of  Legal Metrology & Consumer Protection for 
checking the fuel adulteration.
b. The Nagaland Pollution Control Board laboratory should be 
equipped for fuel adulteration testing, since there is no testing 
centre in the state to check fuel adulteration at present.

• Department of  Legal Metrology & 
Consumer Protection.
• Oil Companies.
• NPCB.

5 Widening of  roads and 
improvement of  infrastructure for 
decongestion of  road.

Notify the designated roads to the various departments to avoid 
confusion as to which department will execute the work to 
expedite the widening and road improvement.

• PWD.
• BRTF.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

6 Road Dividers. Provide road dividers to ensure smooth flow of  vehicles with 
proper designs.

• PWD.
• BRTF.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

7 Construction of  bypasses to avoid 
congestion. 

The surveyed bypasses in Dimapur city should be made 
operational in order to have a free flow of  traffics and avoid 
traffic congestions and encroachment of  the bypassed roads by 
the general public be removed.

• PWD.
• BRTF.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

8 Install weigh bridges at the 
borders of  cities/towns and 
state to prevent overloading of  
vehicles.

Installation of  weigh bridge should be implemented in the major 
entry points to avoid overloaded vehicles plying the roads.

• Department of  Legal Metrology & 
Consumer Protection.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

9 Creation of  green buffers along 
the traffic corridors.

a. The Department of  Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change to carry out a plantation drive in Kohima and Dimapur.
b. Awareness should be created before any cleanliness drive to 
avoid chopping of  any tree saplings, and better coordination 
between various departments and colony councils to ensure to 
maintain the saplings planted.

• Dept of  Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

10 Blacktopping of  metalled road 
including pavement of  road 
shoulders with effective side/
cross drains/culverts.

a. For road construction within the town areas, concrete pavers 
may be utilized. It has more durability.
b. Steps needed to be taken to ensure good coordination between 
the various departments before any work.
c. Proper drainage should be maintained, and the water pipe 
lines obstructing the free flow of  the water in the drainage should 
be seriously dealt with.

• PWD.
• BRTF.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.
• Town Planning.

11 Drive against open burning of  
bio-mass, crop residue, garbage, 
leaves, etc.

Mass awareness drive be initiated to educate the general public 
about the ill effects caused by burning of  waste.

• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

12 Regular check and control of  
burning of  municipal solid 
wastes.

The ULBs to notify ban on burning of  wastes within the town 
areas.

• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

13 Identification of  brick kilns and 
other polluting industries.

Carry out inspections and enforce the existing emission norms 
and advise for better technologies where feasible including use of  
designated fuel.

• Department of  Industries & Commerce.
• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.

14 Action against non-complying 
industrial units.

Carry out inspection and non-complying industries to be closed 
as per rules. 

• Department of  Industries & Commerce.
• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.
• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.

15 Enforcement of  Construction & 
Demolition Rules.

The Department of  Municipal Affairs to give wide publicity and 
enforce the Construction & Demolition Rules, 2016 in letter and 
spirit.

• Department of  Municipal Affairs.

16 Public complaints. Set-up helpline for complaints against reported non-compliance 
of  rules.

• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.
• Department of  Industries & Commerce.
• ULBs i.e. KMC, DMC, East Dimapur 
Town Council and Chumukedima Town 
Council.

17 Reducing use of  wood as 
domestic fuel in Kohima and 
Dimapur cities.

a. Maximizing coverage of  LPG for domestic and commercial 
cooking with target of  100% coverage.
b. Renewable energy options like solar energy to be looked into.

• Dept of  Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change.
• Dept. of  New and Renewable Energy.

18 Monitoring of  DG sets. a. The Nagaland Pollution Control Board to issue emission and 
noise standards.
b. Solar lighting options to be explored.

• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.
• Dept. of  New and Renewable Energy.

19 Fire Cracker Bursting of  fire crackers to be regulated as per the guidelines 
issued by the Central Pollution Control Board, Delhi.

• KMC, DMC, East Dimapur Town 
Council and Chumukedima Town Council.
• Police.
• Nagaland Pollution Control Board.

Beneath all our longings is a deep desire for God.

We had a West Highland Terrier for a number of years. “Westies” 
are tough little dogs, bred to tunnel into badger holes and en-
gage the “enemy” in its lair. Our Westie was many generations 

removed from her origins, but she still retained that instinct, put into 
her through years of breeding. On one occasion she became obsessed 
by some “critter” under a rock in our backyard. Nothing could dissuade 
her. She dug and dug until she tunneled several feet under the rock.

Now consider this question: Why do we as humans pursue, pur-
sue, pursue? Why must we climb unclimbed mountains, ski near-verti-
cal slopes? Run the most difficult and dangerous rapids, challenge the 
forces of nature? Part of it is a desire for adventure and enjoyment, but 
it’s much more. It’s an instinct for God that has been implanted in us. 
We cannot not want to find God.

We don’t know that, of course. We only know that we long for 
something. “You don’t know what it is you want,” Mark Twain said, 
“but you want it so much you could almost die.”

God is our heart’s true home. As church father Augustine said in 
that most famous quotation: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”

And what is the heart? A deep void within us that only God can fill.
Help me, Lord, to recognize my deep longing for You. Then fill me 

with the knowledge of You. Draw me near.

BIBLE READ:   ECCLESIASTES 3:10–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

[God] has . . . set eternity in the human heart.          
    ~   Ecclesiastes 3:11

Action Plan For Non-Attainment Towns/Cities 
With Respect to Air Quality Management in 

Kohima, Dimapur and Conglomerates, Nagaland 

My phone got stolen yet 
again last month, it felt 
as if  I was cut off  from 
the rest of  the world. 

Only the people (my colleagues) I was 
roaming with knew of  my wherea-
bouts and what I was doing. But then, 
my mind took me back to the day I 
visited Konya village under Tuensang 
District back in January of  2013.

When my colleagues and I were 

on the way to Konya Village, my 
phone’s battery was low so I was hop-
ing to reach there soon. But, when we 
reached there, I found out two things 
about the village. First thing was that 
power supply to the village had been 
cut off  for two days; it was due to a 
major repair that was taking place at 
the power house. The second thing 
was that the village doesn’t receive any 
cellular transmission. Yes, the village 

was out of  network coverage area.
So, although my phone battery 

was low, there was no need to get it 
charged. And then, a gradual calm-
ness came over me and I asked myself  
this question - have we become the 
slave of  technology? Because, as you 
can see, when we need to make an im-
portant or urgent call and the phone is 
not receiving a signal, we are stressed. 
When we are low on talk-time or in-

ternet balance, we are stressed.
You can add your own cell phone 

related thing which stresses you out 
here

Ask yourself  this, “am I using 
technology or is technology using 
me?” There is a fine line which sepa-
rates the two. Know for yourself  on 
which side of  it you stand at and let us 
all try to live less stressful lives.

Avilie Nagi

Are You Using Technology Or is Technology Using You? 
READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

The Heart’s  
True Home
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Jonah Achumi

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’ll prob-
ably feel a little lost today. You’ll have to 
come to a decision in the near future, and 
your life will be greatly affected by it. 

Should you listen to your desires? Should they be in 
charge of  your life? Or should you try to rein in your 
feelings and take the more practical route? It’s some-
thing to think about.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you’ll 
change your approach to relationships. In 
the past, they were based on feelings, but 
now you’ll decide that they should be more 

rational. You might feel that this sudden change of  at-
titude could detract from your happiness, but it could 
also lead to stronger, more stable relationships.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’ve de-
cided to let yourself  go. You’re tired of  be-
ing a perfectly controlled person. You don’t 
want to restrain your urges anymore! Some-

thing in the air is different. You can express your 
needs freely. Talk to your partner about your desires. 
Your relationship can only benefit from your current 
frame of  mind.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The pres-
ent planetary aspects could change your ap-
proach to life. Almost compulsively, you’ll 
need to deepen your relationships with the 

people you’ve recently met. You’ll probably be attract-
ed to one of  them, but be careful, as this person might 
not feel the same way about you. Look on the bright 
side. Why would you want to waste your energy on 
someone who doesn’t care about you?

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): There might be 
one aspect of  your nature that you ignore. 
You always need to be the one in charge in a 
relationship. It would be wise to change this. 

The planetary configuration can help you do that now. 
People will be much more receptive to your natural 
charms if  you can change your controlling attitude!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t let your 
emotions get the better of  you today. If  you 
can harness them, you’ll have the vital force 
of  ten people. You can be invincible. You can 

do whatever you feel like doing and no one can stop 
you. If  you share this energy with others, they might 
end up feeling like you do - the best in your whole life.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Finally, to-
day, you’ll know what it feels like to be 
in charge of  things. You’ll even feel that 
you were born to do it. In any case, you’ll 

beautifully coordinate the day. You’re the maestro 
conducting a full orchestra. You’ll tell those around 
you what to do all day long. Isn’t it fun to feel such 
personal power?

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Unlike oth-
er occasions, today you’ll display your true 
feelings. Even when you hide them they’re 
still there, deep inside you. You may think 

that showing your feelings is a sign of  weakness, but 
today you’ll show the world that your heart isn’t made 
of  stone, and you’ll let yourself  go.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
behavior is about to improve your love life. 
You’re no longer hung up about your body. 
You’re no longer distracted by it during pas-

sionate moments. You’ll focus on and enjoy the here 
and now, and you won’t be lost in your thoughts like 
usual. You’re a new person about to experience the 
pleasures of  life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ll 
have a lot of  stamina in the weeks to come. 
Your energy will increase, thanks to the 
prevailing planetary transits. You thrive on 

your romantic desires and your creativity. You should 
try to stay in control of  situations. Don’t let your or 
anyone else’s emotions take over your life.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re a 
sensual person. You have a strong emotional 
force. Today that energy will increase and 
express itself  vigorously. The people you en-

counter will be astonished by your power. You could 
easily seduce the entire world. Try to keep this energy 
under control. You could be thrown off  balance and 
into a situation you might regret.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You love to 
meet new people and talk to them, but you 
rarely get personally involved. You keep a 
certain distance between you and the person 

you’re talking to. Today you’ll wonder if  you’re miss-
ing out on interesting experiences by controlling your 
emotions so tightly, or if  your defenses are high for a 
good reason.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Dust Bath in Road Dusts

Kushagra Dixit | IANS 

We’re Facing a Conspiracy of Silence: Environmentalist Sunita Narain 

Environmentalist Sunita 
Narain, who heads the 
Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) and is 

a member of  the Supreme Court-
appointed Environment Pollution 
Control Authority (EPCA), says the 
environment challenges we confront 
are progenies of  “a conspiracy of  si-
lence”.

“Pollution is visible in Delhi be-
cause some important people live 
here, so there’s a good monitoring 
system and there’s outrage because 
people know how pollution is affect-
ing their children. But what about 
rest of  the country? If  people don’t 
know what is killing them, they 
don’t bother about environmental 
pollution,” she said, stressing upon 
the need for a “Delhi-like outrage” 
in the rest of  the country.

“It’s a conspiracy of  silence; 
it’s a conspiracy because you don’t 
want them to know (the harmful ef-
fects of  environmental pollution),” 
Narain, whose new book “Conflicts 

of  Interest” couldn’t have come at 
a more appropriate moment, told 
IANS in an interview.

“Ten days ago when the smog 
episode took place in Delhi, I felt 
deeply frustrated and almost help-
less. We’d given our life and soul to 
move things, but it’s so difficult to 
get real, meaningful action. At some 
moments I felt like just giving up. 
But it’s a journey and you have to 
push it with hope,” she said.

During her three-decade-long 
“frustrating and deeply disturb-
ing” journey through India’s green 
movement -- that includes finding 
the real villains by explaining the 
controversial science behind pollu-
tion, battling the elitist of  the elite 
which includes lobbies of  celebri-
ties, industries, government and the 
politicians -- a lot had been made 
possible despite all odds.

Attacked and put on “trial by 
fire” for exposing the cola-compa-
nies which used pesticides, she and 
her team survived and won legal 
battles over giants like Arun Jaitley, 
Kapil Sibal and P. Chidambaram, 
all representing interests of  automo-

bile companies contending particu-
late pollution was “not dangerous”.

“The problem in India is that 
there is a conflict of  interest. There 
is no deterrence; so you clearly have 
no interest in moving towards the is-
sues that matter to a large number 
(of  people),” she contended.

And, “disabled institutions” are 
coming in the way of  putting correc-
tive systems in place.

“For monitoring, you need sci-
entific and institutional capacity. It’s 
a real hard fact that our institutions 
are disabled today.

“You cannot plan on pollution 
control and fixing things if  you dis-
regard pollution the way we are do-
ing,” Narain added.

Speaking of  climate justice as 
a thin line between perspectives, 
where India and other emerging 
economies seek the right to develop 
while the West portrays this as the 
right to pollute, Narain said: “You 
cannot have a situation of  immo-
rality where one part of  the world 
has colonised the atmospheric space 
and is now denying the right of  de-
velopment to such large numbers of  

people.”
However, beyond the capabili-

ties of  what we know and what we 
don’t, there is a silver lining.

“One of  the good things that we 
have done and I hope that we will 
continue doing is that we have al-
ways focused on solutions; we have 
never told you that there’s a prob-
lem,” she said, adding that “as we 
find more problems, we need to find 
the solutions”.

Petcoke and furnace oil -- used 
as fuel across India and way more 
polluting than the diesel -- she point-
ed out, was one of  the problems 
discovered only a year back after 
which she dragged the matter to the 
Supreme Court.

During a year-long “bitter fight 
with the government in court”, 
Narain recalled, “the government 
fought us in every hearing and I 
used to think if  this is the Ministry 
of  Environment or of  Pollution?”

“Now, for the first time, the 
Ministry of  Environment has come 
around and said in court that it is 
banning it,” she said, adding that 
getting the import of  petcoke and 

furnance oil banned is her next 
fight.

The Supreme Court on Wednes-
day rejected the plea for the recall of  
its order banning the use of  petcoke 
and furnace oil by industries in the 
National Capital Region (NCR).

The court also rejected a plea by 
the National Thermal Power Cor-
poration (NTPC) seeking extension 
of  time to switch over to an alter-
nate fuel.

Growing more “sensitive” 
through her journey of  dissent, the 
environmentalist said she never felt 
powerless.

“I don’t feel powerlessness, you 
just have to keep at it and we have 
Harish Salve on our side (on the die-
sel case). In India there are amazing 
people. The Sibals, Chidambarams 
and Jaitleys of  the world are fine, 
but then there are also the (Harish) 
Salves of  the world (to fight on our 
side),” she noted.

As a member of  the EPCA, she 
felt that muscle-flexing is not the 
only way out.

“We have used our power 
(EPCA) very carefully, we have still 

not used Section 5 of  our powers be-
cause we don’t need to. I think we 
need to have institutions that have 
information and credibility to drive 
action. Flexing muscles is not the 
only way to get action,” she said. 
Under Section 5, EPCA can shut 
down any industry.

Speaking of  her inspiration and 
founder of  CSE Anil Agarwal -- the 
eminent environmentalist credited 
with giving India its environmental 
intellectual base -- Narain wondered 
if  the legacy of  a man “who was 
ahead of  his time” would get justice.

“What Anil gave India is some-
thing without which we would have 
been an environmental community 
that followed the West...We are not 
doing justice to his legacy,” she said.

However, being an optimist be-
cause that’s something affordable, 
Narain has managed to get a fair 
amount of  work done.

“You can always argue and I will 
come forward and say that, yes, we 
could have more results, but there is 
so much bad in this country let’s cel-
ebrate something that is good,” she 
quipped.

Amy Olberding |Aeon

Is the Death of an Elder Worse Than the Death of a Young Person?

Not long before he died, I sat in 
hospital with my grandfather, 
keeping him company as he 
waited, gowned and gaunt, for 

whatever the doctors might do. Before I 
left, he pointed me to the wardrobe and 
asked me to take his wallet home. He wor-
ried, in mild tones, that ‘Some ornery fella 
might come in while I sleep and get into 
my britches, and I’d lose my pocketbook.’

I took his wallet, and left burdened by 
the weight of  coming loss. It descended 
on me that when my grandfather died, I 
would have no one who talks with me this 
way, no one with whom to share life’s radi-
cal intensities cast in the archaic rhetoric 
of  gentle understatement. With my grand-
father, I occupied a world where thieves 
are ornery fellas, pants are britches, wallets 
are pocketbooks, and theft is loss. Death it-
self  was an ornery fella of  sorts. My grand-
father did not want to die, but the most he 
ever said on this score was that he would 
‘prefer to abide a little longer’.

Bereavement always entails a loss of  
language, as relationships give rise to idi-
osyncratic vocabularies born of  time and 
shared experience. Because death ends 
relationships, it ends the characteristic 

exchanges in which these relations find 
their being, ways of  talk and understand-
ing formed together. Nonetheless, there is 
something distinctive in the loss of  elders. 
It is here that we lose a native tongue, the 
language in which we learn a world. The 
world as we first find it is the one they give 
to us and describe for us.

In part because of  this, the ancient 
Chinese philosopher Confucius suggested 
that mourning a parent requires human 
beings ‘to give of  themselves utterly’. Ac-
cording to an early Confucian idiom, the 
death of  elders, that most commonplace 
of  sorrows, is in fact life’s most disturb-
ing intensity. Relative to much of  Western 
philosophy, there’s something peculiar in 
the Confucian attitude. After all, death at 
the conclusion of  a long life is the best that 
we can expect where all are mortal. Losing 
elders is the way of  things, and the way of  
things we prefer. Better by far that children 
outlive their parents, and grandchildren 
their grandparents.

In any catalogue of  loss, when we talk 
of  endings, the death of  an elder seems to 
be a milder species. If  we find these deaths 
bad, is not death itself  – all death – terrible? 
If  we cannot with equanimity countenance 
the passing of  our elders, perhaps there is 
no passing that can be countenanced. To 
locate the deaths of  elders within the wider 

field of  mortal possibilities is to find them 
good and timely, prosaic and predictable – 
and we might thereby imagine that grief  
will be quieted. The trouble with this rea-
soning, Confucius suggests, is that grief  is 
never much about death.

One can be well with death, and yet 
grieve. Confucius greeted his own death 
with equanimity, content to die in the arms 
of  friends, he said; he counted his life in 
its entirety as the only prayer and supplica-
tion its end required. Yet when the mound 
of  earth marking his parents’ graves col-
lapsed, so did he, weeping inconsolably 
over the symbolic insult heaped upon the 
original injury. The wise might accept 
death, but wisdom affords no protection 
against sorrow. For it is not death, but loss 
that is the spur to grief  – and the loss of  
elders is loss like no other.

We come to ourselves by way of  myr-
iad others, our identities formed in rela-
tionship with others. On this score, rela-
tionships to parents and grandparents are 
distinctive. Theirs is our first language, the 
world they sketch in conduct and speech 
the map from which we begin. In a recur-
rent image in Confucian philosophy, elders 
‘root’ us, biologically but also morally and 
existentially. We flower – in understand-
ing, in caring, in purpose – because we 
draw deeply on what they have made and 

offered. When we are nurtured well, we in-
cur a debt we cannot discharge.

Living well is proper payment for their 
tuition, but its full measure resides in a fu-
ture they will not share, when we become 
the elder to others. The same generation-
al sensibility that counsels us to accept 
the deaths of  our elders is precisely what 
makes their loss so seismic and terrible. 
In Confucianism, watching one’s parents 
grow old is at once ‘a source of  joy’ and 
‘trepidation’: even as we celebrate being 
kept long in their affection and company, 
the way of  things entails we cannot keep 
them. Their ageing carries intimations of  a 
coming solitude unlike any other.

While we wish the aged to pass before 
the young, we dread the fact their pass-
ing will oblige us to find our own author-
ity, and the day must come when the only 
seasoned wisdom we can find will be our 
own. Here, too, a contrast with Western 
philosophical thinking is instructive. In the 
foundational texts of  Western thought, the 
paradigmatic human relationship is friend-
ship. The tradition’s modest consolatory 
literature focuses on just this, the loss of  
companions. Significantly, the principal 
prescription for grief  is the recognition 
that where one has been a friend, one can 
be so again. Friends are not replaceable, 
but they can be multiple.

The loss of  a parent or grandparent is 
not like this. However rich our relations, 
none but my parent can be to me a parent; 
none but my grandparent can be to me a 
grandparent. Others who fulfil something 
like these roles for me can only ever be like. 
They cannot occupy the role entire, for the 
role reaches back beyond my own begin-
nings and experientially binds the world as 
I have always known it. A world without 
parent or grandparent, the world begun 
in loss, is uncharted and unprecedented, 
a territory beyond where all my maps of  
prior experience end.

We sometimes speak as if  the deaths of  
elders warrant less grief  – as if  in ageing, 
life is worn out and leaves no remainder to 
which real sorrow can attach. In the Con-
fucian idiom, however, all our tidy reason-
ing about what mortals must expect and 
should accept doesn’t replace the ‘ornery’ 
truth of  our dependence on beloved elders. 
When age cannot abide a little longer, it 
leaves much in remainder. It entrusts what 
it can to the safekeeping of  youth, even as 
youth must walk on, bereft and burdened, 
alone like it has never been before.

(Amy Olberding is a professor of  phi-
losophy at the University of  Oklahoma. 

Her latest book is Dao Companion to the 
Analects (2014).)

Thanks to the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board! They came out 
crying foul. It was better late than 
never. Just a week back there was 

a profound discussion going on all around 
by many people and even among us friends 
wondering “Where the hell is the NPCB? 
Does a pollution control board even exist 
here in Nagaland? Or why don’t the NPCB 
bring to court those responsible lots for en-
dangering people’s lives by so much pollu-
tion? Why it is not crying fault with so much 
dust pollution from these unrepaired roads? 
The road dusts around us are a sure guar-
antee for a respiratory disease and lung in-
fection for many of  us. Four times beyond 
the permissible limit wouldn’t even wake up 
our conscience. If  Delhi suffers from smog, 
then Dimapur is suffering from road dust. 
Unpaved roads are the largest source of  air 
pollution in Dimapur.

Pedestrians, motorists, vendors, shop-
keepers, school children, college going stu-
dents, old and young alike, both rich and 
poor all seems to be inhaling dusts at enor-
mous rate from the dusts that have accumu-
lated and flying  all our five senses. Failure 
to address such miscellaneous by concern 
authorities are nothing new here but vital 
issues are now seem to be calculating and 
multiplying through enraged silence of  the 
populace. A time is not long away when peo-
ple will be filing cases in the court for those 
responsible.

Even the presence of  even little smoke 
is considered harmful for newborn and tod-
dlers. The air quality can lead to slow brain 
development, mental irritation and even 
psychological problems because the level of  
pollution is said to reach deep into the lungs 
and breach the lung-brain barrier. Asthma, 
allergy, eye irritation are only going to get 
more common. We only have to imagine 
how much of  road dusts flying around here 
in this town are we inhaling, only heaven 
knows. The amount of  dust we see in the 
unrepaired portion of  our pathetic and the 
dismal dust filled potholed roads from the 
police point near the Tourist Lodge till to the 
supermarket is indeed beyond any sane soci-
ety can endure. The traffic policemen are the 
most suffered ones.

It is learnt that the Central Pollution 
Control Board, just some months back, has 
asked three states, Assam, Meghalaya and 
Nagaland to control pollution. And among 
them Kohima and Dimapur is in the top list 
.Besides many other maladies, the Dimapur 
city at present seems to be suffering from 
over-population, over-congestion and as dis-
cussed, from pollution caused by road dust 
with comparatively smaller contributions 
from vehicles, brick-kilns and yet seems no 
one bothers except mumblings and mutter-
ings from the comforts of  their four walls 
and inside the luxury of  their AC cars. “The 
Naga conscience is dead. Is it?” a friend who 
stays abroad and comes once in a while here 
to visit his relatives asked me. I only have to 
answer, “Seems so.”

CNN reported two weeks back that 

‘Fresh air doesn’t exist in Delhi at present’. 
What about Dimapur then? If  Delhi seems 
to be a city under siege from toxic air, then 
Dimapur is completely under siege from 
road dusts. If  Delhi has become a gas cham-
ber, then Dimapur surely is becoming a dust 
chamber. November 2017 saw the Great 
Smog of  Delhi engulfed the whole city. Di-
mapur too seems to be under a spell of  dust 
now.Air quality typically worsen before the 
onset of  winter as cooler air gets trapped near 
the ground and prevents them for dispersing 
near the ground and prevents them from dis-
persing into the atmosphere, a phenomenon 
known as inversion. Though Dimapur can 
never be compared with Delhi in terms of  
huge vehicular pollution, industrial smoke 
and emissions of  airborne dusts from con-
struction site, the road dust in Dimapur is in-
deed overwhelming and tremendous and has 
gone beyond our words. While we all remain 
immersed so much in our daily life, we are 
failing to notice what adverse effect or harm 
is it doing to us. Though many civil societies 
have been vocal in other contentious and de-
batable issues, they have remained indiffer-
ent to such faulty and incorrect experiences 
we come across in our daily lives. The right 
to clean air and breath healthily for every 
citizen should also be made mandatory as 
any other right enshrined in the constitution.

Improper urban planning, lack of  educa-
tion and mass awareness and unconcerned 
denizens have multiplied the woes of  urban-
ites. The common people in the autos and 
two wheelers or those who cannot afford to 
put on the car AC have to bear this grueling 

episode and the brunt of  it. I feel for the 
little children moving around in autos and 
two-wheelers without any protection. Many 
students plying in two wheelers and autos 
are suffering greatly while travelling to their 
classes. The little protective gear, usually the 
cloth mask, which some wear but how much 
can it protect them? One prominent writer 
from our neighbouring state has recently 
written on the amount of  dust on our almost 
non-existing roads. Even the visibility is fully 
obstructed and chances of  accidents are in-
creased. The risk of  the health hazards like 
respiratory problems are much inflated by 
the dust all around. The number of  young 
deaths in Nagaland seems to be ever increas-
ing with diseases such as cancer, heart at-
tacks and one more cause of  death seems to 
have added, and that is pollution caused by 
Dust .Doctors say the microscopic particles 
from those toxins can penetrate deeply into 
the lungs, increasing the risk of  strokes and 
heart attacks.

 A quick fix solution for the chronic road 
dust problem can be solved only by con-
structing our present pathetic and miserable 
conditioned roads. Roads show the face of  a 
country and its people. And we can see how 
well it is showing the world by the roads we 
have here. Mere lip-sticking style of  repair or 
black coating of  the outer layer would never 
bring any solution. Our authorities need to 
roll out some emergency steps and quickly 
look into these issues before many Nagas are 
faced with breathing problems and shorten-
ing their lives. But the first shower of  rain 
washing away the top layer is a testimony of  

how our roads are repaired. Writing the con-
tractor’s name on the side of  the road may 
atleast bring some solution to repair properly 
and satisfactorily. Local authorities like colo-
ny GBs, chairman and councils should play 
a pivotal role in monitoring the repairing of  
the roads by the department and contractors.

 According to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, unpaved roads produce al-
most five times as much particulate matter 
as construction activities and wind erosion 
(the next two largest sources) combined. In 
addition to polluting the air, dust can be a 
health problem for nearby residents. It also 
settles on plants up to 500 feet from the road 
edge, slowing their growth and reducing 
crop yields.

 It takes courage and a lot of  sacrifice to 
remake ourselves and again still need more 
courage and lots of  sacrifice to transform a 
society that is so callous and lost in transi-
tion. While Hornbill Festival, International 
Trade Expo and many such programmes 
has started to draw some global aspirations, 
our governance style has failed miserably in 
addressing local inspirations.  But it seems 
nothing is happening much here in Naga-
land except some ignited young minds, try-
ing to bring the elusive change in this tiny 
state where most of  the major stakeholders 
like civil societies, student organisations 
choose to remain mute. Every concerned 
person should not hesitate to voice out what 
is essential for a good and a healthy nation. 
Good roads are citizens’ rights and when we 
cannot demand our own rights, can we say 
our conscience is still alive?
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O. Panneerselvam and K. Palaniswami. PTI

EC allots ‘two leaves’ symbol to AIADMK led by TN CM
New Delhi ,  Nov.  23 
(IANS): In a blow to the 
AIADMK faction led by 
the now jailed V.K. Sasika-
la and her nephew T.T.V. 
Dinakaran, the Election 
Commission on Thursday 
allotted the hugely popular 
“two leaves” symbol to the 
faction led by Tamil Nadu 
Chief  Minister K. Palan-
iswami and Deputy Chief  
Minister O. Panneerselvam.

“The Commission is of  
the considered opinion that 
the petitioners group led 
by E. Madhusudhanan, O. 
Panneerselvam and S. Sem-
malai and also supported 
presently by the impleading 
applicant K. Palaniswami 
enjoys support of  majority 
of  members, both in the 

organisational and legisla-
ture wings of  the All India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam.

“The group led by 
Madhusudhanan and oth-
ers is hereby recognized 
as the AIADMK, which 
is a recognized State Party 
in Tamil Nadu and in Pu-
ducherry, for whom the 
symbol ‘Two Leaves’ is 
reserved,” the Commission 
said in an 83-page order 
on the dispute in the party 
that arose after the death 
of  then Chief  Minister J. 
Jayalalithaa.

It said the group led by 
Madhusudhanan would be 
entitled to use the name of  
the party and its reserved 
symbol ‘two leaves’. 

India can take UNSC permanent membership sans veto power: Finland
New Delhi, Nov. 23 (IANS): One 
way for India, along with Japan, 
Germany and Brazil, to get perma-
nent membership of  the UN Secu-
rity Council is to take this without 
assuming the veto power, Finnish 
Foreign Minister Timo Soini said 
here on Thursday.

Soini, who also visited My-
anmar before arriving here on 
Wednesday on a four-day visit, de-
scribed the Rohingya refugees issue 
in that country as “worrisome” but 
stressed that the dialogue process 
with the Myanmarese leadership 
should continue.

“The P5 (the five permanent 
members US, Britain, France, 
Russia and China) are not going 
to give up their veto right and they 
are not going to give the veto right 
to any newcomer,” he said during 
an interview with IANS.

The G4, comprising India, 
Japan, Germany and Brazil, have 
been demanding permanent mem-
bership in the UNSC given the 
changing global scenario.

“One solution could be that 
Japan, India, Germany and Brazil 
could become permanent mem-
bers in the Security Council with-
out taking veto power because the 
world is very different from when 
this P5 system was created after 

the Second World War,” Soini 
said. 

“Some of  the bigger countries 
(today) are more influential than 
some of  those who are there on a 
permanent basis.”

Soini also said that Finland has 
“no problem” with India getting 
membership in the Nuclear Sup-
pliers Group (NSG).

China has been blocking In-
dia’s membership in the NSG on 
the ground that for a country to 
become a member of  the 48-nation 
bloc, it should be a signatory to the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT).

Regarding the Rohingya refu-
gee crisis, he said that he spoke to 
Myanmar State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi and expressed his 
worries over the violence behind 
it, access to humanitarian aid, and 
also the safe return of  the refugees 
to their homes.

More than 600,000 Rohingyas 
have fled to neighbouring Bang-
ladesh since violence erupted in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state late in 
August.

The minority Rohingya com-
munity does not enjoy citizenship 
in Myanmar and are sparingly 
given refugee status in Bangladesh.

Human rights monitors ac-

cused Myanmar’s military of atroc-
ities against the minority popula-
tion during its clearance operations 
following Rohingya militants’ 
August 25 attacks on multiple gov-
ernment posts. 

On Thursday, however, Bang-
ladesh Foreign Minister Abul Has-
san Mahmood Ali and Minister 
for the Office of  the State Counsel-
lor of  Myanmar Kyaw Tint Swe 
signed a memorandum of  under-
standing (MoU) in Nay Pyi Taw 
for the return of  these refugees.

Soini said that a situation 
should not arise where the Rohing-
yas live in Bangladesh as refugees 
forever.

“We should remember that 
Aung San Suu Kyi is still not the 
supreme actor with the military 
still in charge and there are consti-
tutional restrictions,” he said. “But 
we shouldn’t isolate Myanmar. We 
should have dialogue.” 

Asked about India’s approach 
that the issue should be handled 
in a humane manner, develop-
ment activities should be initiated 
in Rakhine state and conditions 
should be created for the safe and 
secure return of  the refugees to 
their homes, the Finnish Foreign 
Minister said that “we deal (with 
problem) with the same kind of  

approach” and that New Delhi can 
play an important role in finding a 
solution.

Soini said that the Rohingya 
crisis will be among a number 
of  issues that will come up for 
discussion when External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj will hold 
a bilateral meeting with him on 
Friday.

The Finnish Foreign Minister 
said that India-Finland commer-
cial ties will be an important part 
in Friday’s because there is “much 
unfulfilled potential”.

India’s trade with Finland has 
crossed $1 billion and is in favour 
of  the Nordic country. Finnish 
companies have invested $419 mil-
lion in India between April 2000 
and July 2017.

Soini listed renewable energy, 
sanitation, education and informa-
tion and communication technol-
ogy (ICT) as among the sectors 
where there is scope for greater 
bilateral cooperation.

Here to attend the Fifth Global 
Conference on Cyber Space, the 
Finnish Minister is of  the view that 
international rules and agreements 
are needed to handle cyber issues.

“An international rules-based 
system is important for cyber is-
sues,” he said.

Ordinance to encourage bamboo 
cultivation in non-forest areas promulgated
New Delhi ,  Nov.  23 
(IANS): The Central gov-
er nment on Thursday 
promulgated the Indian 
Forest (Amendment) Or-
dinance, 2017 to exempt 
bamboo grown in non-
forest areas from definition 
of  “tree”, doing away with 
the need of  felling or transit 
permit for its economic use.

The Union Cabinet had 
on Wednesday approved 
the promulgation of  the or-
dinance to amend Section 
2 (7) of  the Indian Forest 
Act, 1927. 

Before the amendment, 
the felling and transit of  
bamboo grown on forest 
as well non-forest land at-
tracted the provisions of  
the forest act, a measure 
seen as a major impedi-
ment for bamboo cultiva-
tion by farmers on non-for-
est land. Bamboo, though 
taxonomically a grass, was 
legally defined as a tree 
under the act.

Sources said a major 
objective of the amendment 
is to promote cultivation of  

bamboo in non-forest areas 
to achieve twin objectives 
of  increasing the income 
of farmers and also increas-
ing the green cover of  the 
country. 

Apart from removing 
the legal and regulatory 
hardships being faced by 
farmers and private individ-
uals, the move will create a 
viable option for cultivation 
in 12.6 million hectares of  
cultivable waste land. How-
ever, bamboo grown in the 
forest areas will continue to 
be governed by the provi-
sions of  forest act. 

Sources said the amend-
ment and the resultant 
change in classification 
of  bamboo grown in non-
forest areas will usher in 
far-reaching reforms in the 
bamboo sector, and the 
measure is expected to go a 
long way in enhancing the 
agricultural income of  trib-
als, especially in northeast 
and central India. 

The move, in line with 
the government’s objectives 
of  doubling the income of  

farmers, is expected to en-
hance supply of  raw mate-
rial to the traditional crafts-
men of rural India, bamboo 
based/ paper, pulp indus-
tries, cottage industries and 
furniture units and create 
job opportunities.

It would also promote 
use of  bamboo as wood 
substitute and in compos-
ites like panels, flooring, 
furniture and bamboo 
blind. The ecological ben-
efits include soil-moisture 
conservation enhancement 
of  bio-mass. 

The current demand 
of  bamboo in India is esti-
mated at 28 million tonnes. 
Though India has 19 per 
cent share of  world’s area 
under bamboo cultivation, 
it’s market share in the sec-
tor is only six per cent. 

As per the assessment 
of  United Nation’s Indus-
trial Development Organi-
sation, bamboo business in 
the northeast region alone 
have a potential of  about 
Rs 5,000 crore in the next 
ten years.

Telangana to launch electric 
vehicle policy next month
Hyd e ra b a d ,  Nov.  23 
(IANS): The Telangana 
gover nment  wil l  next 
month launch its policy for 
electric vehicles to provide 
incentives to manufacturers 
and private players setting 
up charging stations, a sen-
ior government official said 
on Thursday.

Jayesh Ranjan, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Industry, 
Commerce and Informa-
tion Technology, said the 
policy will offer incentives 
for setting up charging sta-
tions and enable creation of  
infrastructure like allotment 
of lands.

The policy will also 
provide necessary regula-
tory framework for the sec-
tor. The government will 
amend certain laws so that 
the power can be drawn 
from power stations for 
charging facilities, he told 
reporters on the sidelines of  
an event where Mahindra 
Electric and Zoomcar an-
nounced launch of  shared 
mobility in Hyderabad. 

Zoomcar has deployed 
20 Mahindra e20Plus on its 
platform for hire.

Ranjan said the EV 
policy was almost ready 
and they were waiting for 

feedback from the Trans-
port and Municipal Ad-
ministration Departments 
on the proposals. “Once 
we get their feedback, the 
policy draft will be sent to 
Chief  Secretary and later 
to the Chief  Minister for 
approval,” he said.

He said they already 
consulted industry and ex-
perts on the EV policy. The 
state government also hopes 
to attract EV manufactur-
ers.

The EV market is cur-
rently small but once it 
starts growing, Mahindra 
will ramp up the production 
at its facility in Zaheerabad 
in Telangana, he said.

Ranjan said he feels that 
electric vehicles could also 
play a key role in ensuring 
last mile connectivity for 
commuters of  Hyderabad 
Metro, which is set to be 
launched next week.

Hyderabad Metro Rail 
(HMR) has already tied-up 
with Uber and Ola to ensure 
last mile connectivity to 
and from metro stations. 
The commuters will have 
multiple options including 
electric cycles and pedal 
cycles from the stations to 
reach their destinations.

Vyapam scam: CBI chargesheet names 592 in 2012 PMT test case
New Delhi, Nov. 23 (IANS): The CBI 
on Thursday filed a chargesheet against 
592 persons in the multi-crore Vyapam 
examination scam linked with 2012 Pre 
Medical Test (PMT) case.

Of the total persons named in the 
chargesheet filed in a Bhopal court, 
245 are new names while remaining 
347 are those who have already been 
named as accused in the CBI’s Oc-
tober 31 Vyapam chargesheet on the 
probe related to the 2013 PMT case. 

Those named in the Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation chargesheet 
include four Vyapam officials; 26 
officials, including chairmen, of  four 
medical colleges based at Bhopal and 
Indore, 22 middlemen, 46 invigilators 
of examination centres, 155 guardians 
of beneficiary candidates, three racket-
eers, 334 paper solvers and beneficiary 
candidates and two former officers of  
the states’ Medical Education Depart-
ment. 

Former Medical Education Direc-
tor S.C. Tiwari and ex-Joint Director 
Medical Education M.N. Srivastava 
are among the prominent persons, 
while four former Vyapam officials 
named are former Director Pankaj 
Trivedi, former Senior System Ana-
lyst Nitin Mohindra, former Deputy 
System analyst Ajay Kumar Sen and 
Programmer C. K Mishra.

The scam in Vyavsayik Pariksha 
Mandal (Vyapam) or Madhya Pradesh 
Professional Examination Board 
broke out in 2013, wherein candidates 
bribed officials and rigged exams by 
deploying imposters to write their 
answersheets. The scam began in 1995 
involving politicians, senior officials 
and businessmen. 

The CBI took over investigation 
following the Supreme Court order on 
July 9, 2015. 

The charge sheet was connected 
to the Pre-Medical Test of 2012 -- one 
of  several cases of  irregularities in 
examinations conducted by Vyapam.

The PMT was conducted on June 
10, 2012 and thereafter, result was sent 
to the Director, Medical Education by 
Vyapam for counselling and allotment 
of  successful candidates to various 
medical colleges which was done from 
July 17, 2012, the charge sheet said. 

After the PMT 2012 results were 
declared, the paper solver candidates 
were encouraged by the middlemen 
and racketeer in conspiracy with the 
accused officials of  the four private 
medical colleges to opt for these four 
colleges during the counseling for 
PMT 2012, it said. 

According to the chargesheet, as 
the paper solver candidates had ob-
tained high ranks in the examination, 
they easily got allocated to these pri-
vate medical colleges during counsel-
ling. But after allotment of state quota 
MBBS seats, they did not take actual 
admission. 

“However, the college administra-
tions and the college admission com-
mittee of these four medical colleges 
allegedly gave false information to De-
partment of  Medical Education that 
these students had taken admission in 
the college, so that the state quota seats 
so that further counselling of success-
ful candidates who were next in the 
waiting list was not done,” it said. 

These students were allegedly 
given monetary payments through 
middlemen for vacating the seats and 

later the administrative authority of  
these four private colleges admitted 
students of  their own choice from 
September 28 to September 30, 2012 
without following the due process. 

“Majority of  the students who 
were admitted had not even taken 
PMT exam.” 

The chargesheet said the Depart-
ment of  Medical Education in con-
nivance with these private medical 
colleges did not ever cross-check the 
information being provided by these 
private colleges and on the contrary 
aided and abetted them in legitimiz-
ing the illegal admissions against state 
quota seats in these colleges. 

Over 40 persons, including wit-
nesses, accused, and alleged ben-
eficiaries, died in mysterious circum-
stances ever since the scam broke 
out. These included a son of the then 
Governor Ram Naresh Yadav. Some 
died in freak accidents or of mysteri-
ous illnesses. 

Opposition Congress has repeated-
ly blamed the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for the deaths, which it alleged 
is a cover-up for the racket. Chouhan 
and the BJP deny the charge.

CBI investigations revealed that 
these solver candidates were among 
medical college students or bright 
medical college aspirants taking 
coaching in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Rajasthan, and 
Maharashtra. 

“The CBI collected pertinent 
details of students of various medical 
colleges and coaching institutes spread 
all over these states and prepared a 
data base of more than 10 lakh such 
students,” the chargesheet said. 

IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad PTI

Right of Internet access is 
non-negotiable — Prasad

New Delhi, Nov. 23 (PTI): 
The citizens’ right of  ac-
cessing the Internet is “non-
negotiable” and the govern-
ment will not allow any 
company to restrict people’s 
entry to the worldwide web, 
IT Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad said today.

Speaking at the Glo-
bal Conference on Cyber-
space Security, he said the 
government did not allow 
social networking giant Fa-
cebook’s Free Basics pro-
gramme because it offered 
access to select Internet 
services.

Facebook had intro-
duced its Free Basics pro-
gramme in India in 2015 
to offer free basic Internet 
access to people in partner-
ship with telecom operators.

Prasad said the idea 
behind Free Basics was 
that everything will be free, 
namely eduction, health, 
entertainment and others, if  
one enters the Net through 
one gate (Facebook’s).

“I said India is a democ-
racy, we don’t believe in one 
gate. We believe in multiple 
gates. Therefore, this gate 
locking for India will not 
be accepted and I did not 
allow it.

This stems (from) our 
commitment that Internet 
must be accessible to all,” 
he added.

Supporters of  Net neu-
trality saw Free Basics as a 
violation of  the principle 
that the entire Internet 
traffic should be available 
to everyone on equal terms 
without any discrimina-
tion based on business 
considerations of  service 
providers.

In February 2016, Fa-
cebook shut down the con-
troversial programme after 
telecom regulator barred 
operators from charging 
different rates for Internet 

access based on the content.
The minister’s statement 

has come at a time when 
there is a raging debate over 
Net neutrality globally.

US regulator Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion has said recently that it 
plans to roll back the “Net 
neutrality” rules adopted 
in 2015.

The Telecom Regula-
tory Authority of  India is 
slated to announce its rec-
ommendations on the issue 
soon and the consultation 
process is still on.

Sri Lankan Prime Min-
ister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
said at today’s event that 
Net neutrality lowers the 
barriers of entry by preserv-
ing the Internet as a fair and 
level-playing field and helps 
businesses and entrepre-
neurs to thrive.

“Similarly, the open In-
ternet facilitated by Net neu-
trality allows marginalised 
and oppressed segments 
that are not adequately rep-
resented in mainstream 
media, to tell their stories 
and mobilise justice as we 
have seen in recent times,” 
he added.

Prasad also highlight-
ed that India will uphold 
privacy but asserted that 
privacy “cannot prohibit 
innovation”.

“Privacy cannot be 
shield of  the corrupt, ter-
rorist and the extremists... 
There is a need for striking a 
balance in data availability, 
data utility, data innovation, 
data anonymity and data 
privacy,” he added.

Prasad said India has 
been advocating multi-
stakeholder approach to 
Internet governance to en-
sure that governments and 
other stakeholders become 
“active participants” in the 
Internet, which is one of the 
greatest innovations.

The Commission felt 
that the group led by Mad-
husudhanan was recog-
nised in terms of  para 15 
of  the Election Symbols 
(Reservation and Allot-
ment) Order, 1968, as the 
AIADMK. 

Further, it said the in-
terim order dated March 22 
passed by the Commission 
in the context of  R.K Na-
gar by-election was hereby 
withdrawn and rescinded 
and that order shall no 
longer be operative for any 

purposes under the Election 
Symbols (Reservation and 
Allotment) Order, 1968.

“We have got the sym-
bol... We will decide on the 
candidate for R.K. Nagar 
constituency after discuss-
ing with party leaders,” 
a visibly pleased Palan-
iswami told the media in 
Chennai.

“The Election Com-
mission has given a just 
decision. We are happy 
and the party’s 1.5 crore 
members will be happy. We 
have a majority of  officer 
bearers, MLAs and MPs 
(with us),” he said.

After the death of  Jay-
alalithaa in December last 
year, the AIADMK split 
into two factions -- one 

led by Panneerselvam and 
the other by the now jailed 
Sasikala.

S u b s e q u e n t ly,  t h e 
Sasikala faction broke up 
again, with Chief  Minister 
Palaniswami branching 
away and forming a gov-
ernment with the backing 
of  Panneerselvam. The 
two factions also started 
sidelining the AIADMK 
group led by Sasikala and 
her nephew Dinakaran.

Later, the Panneersel-
vam and Palaniswami fac-
tions merged, annulled the 
appointment of  Sasikala 
as the General Secretary 
and struck down the ap-
pointments made by her 
before she went to jail for 
corruption.

Diplomatic Routine

Union ministers discuss 
triple talaq legislation
New Delhi ,  Nov.  23 
(PTI): A group of  Un-
ion ministers today clos-
eted for an hour to discuss 
about a legislation to put 
an end to instantaneous 
‘triple talaq’, a Muslim 
way of  divorce, which is 
said to be still in practice 
despite the Supreme Court 
striking it down.

The Centre is planning 
to bring the legislation in 
the winter session of  Par-
liament, which is likely to 
begin from December 15.

Chaired by Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, the 
m e e t i n g  d i s -
c u s s e d 
v a r i -
ous is-
sues re-
la ted  to t h e 
proposed bill, which is 
expected to ensure that 
the instantaneous way of  
divorce will be a punish-
able offence, a government 
official said.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj, Law 
Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, Minister for Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Thawar Chand Gehlot, 
Minister for Minorities 
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi, Attorney General 
K K Venugopal besides 
others attended the meet-
ing.

No decision was taken 
in today’s meeting and 
further deliberations will 
take place in coming days, 
the official said.

The ministers also dis-
cussed whether a new leg-
islation should be brought 
or the existing penal provi-
sions be suitably amended 
to make the instantaneous 
triple talaq an offence, the 
government official said.

According to the law, 
a victim of  ‘talaq-e-bid-
dat’ or instant triple talaq 
would have no option, but 
to approach the police for 
redressal of  her grievances, 
as a Muslim clergy would 
be of  no assistance to her.

Even police are help-
less as no action can be 
taken against the husband 
in the absence of  puni-
tive provisions in the law, 
another official explained.

The NDA ministers 
have been tasked to 

f r a m e  a 
new law 
o r  a n 
amend-

ment bill, he 
said.

In August, the Supreme 
Court had struck down the 
controversial Islamic prac-
tice of  instant divorce or 
‘talaq-e-biddat’ as arbitrary 
and unconstitutional.

But there have been 
reports of  a number of  
divorces by way of  ‘talaq-
e-biddat’ even after the 
judgement. This could be 
because of  lack of  aware-
ness and absence of  de-
terrent punishment, the 
official said.

Despite advisories is-
sued to members of  the 
community against the ar-
chaic practice, there seems 
to be no decline in the 
cases of  divorce by ‘talaq-
e-biddat’, he said.

Soon a f te r  the  SC 
judgement, the govern-
ment said that a law on 
triple talaq might not be 
necessary as the order was 
now the law of  the land. 
They had felt that the pro-
visions of  the Indian Penal 
Code were sufficient to 
deal with such cases, the 
official added.

TRIPLE TALAQ

Ambassador - Designate of the United States of America, Kenneth lan Juster presenting his credentials to the President, Ram Nath 
Kovind, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi on Thursday.

PTI
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Myanmar, Bangladesh sign deal 
for repatriation of Rohingyas 

India, US will continue to work 
for inclusive growth  — Ivanka

Mugabe, wife granted 
immunity from prosecution

Washington, Nov. 23 
(PTI):  India and the US 
will continue to work to-
gether to increase eco-
nomic opportunities and 
inclusive growth, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
daughter  and adviser 
Ivanka Trump today said, 
days ahead of  her visit to 
Hyderabad for a global 
business summit.

Ivanka, 36, will lead 
a high-powered Ameri-
can delegation of  officials, 
women entrepreneurs and 
businessmen for the Glo-
bal Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit (GES) 2017 in Hydera-
bad, a three-day summit 
beginning November 28.

The summit will be at-
tended by 1,500 entrepre-
neurs from 170 countries 
and would have around 
350 participants from the 
US, a large number of  
whom are Indian-Amer-
icans.

Ivanka would deliver 
the keynote address at 
the summit, which would 
be inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

She said that her aim 
for this summit is to serve 
as an open and collab-
orative environment for 
the exchange of  ideas, to 
broaden networks, and to 
empower entrepreneurs to 
take their ideas and pas-
sion to the next level.

“The US and India will 

continue to work together 
to increase economic op-
portunities and inclusive 
growth. I very much look 
forward to my visit and 
to seeing Prime Minister 
Modi and Foreign Minis-
ter (Sushma) Swaraj once 
again,” Ivanka told report-
ers on Tuesday.

Incredibly excited to be 
visiting India next week for 
the eighth annual Global 
Entrepreneurship Summit 
(GES), she said.

The summit, co-hosted 
by the US and India, “is 
a testament to the strong 
friendship between our 
two people and the grow-
ing economic and security 
partnership between the 
two nations,” she said.

“Entrepreneurship, 
domestically and abroad, 
is a key priority for this 
administration. The US 
recognises innovation and 
entrepreneurship as essen-
tial tools for job creation, 
economic growth and sta-
bility across communities, 
countries, and regions,” 
she said.

The summit will be at-
tended by over 1,200 entre-
preneurs, of  which 350 are 
from the US, representing 
38 US States.

“I  am par t icularly 
proud of  the fact that this 
is the first time that women 
will be the majority of  
participants at the GES. 

Currently 52.5 per cent 
of  entrepreneurs will be 
women, attending from 
127 different countries,” 
Ivanka added.

More than 10 countries 
including Afghanistan, 
Saudi Arabia and Israel 
will be represented by an 
all-women delegation, 
the State Department had 
said.

According to the of-
ficials, Ivanka is likely to 
spend some time on sight-
seeing, including a possi-
ble stop at the Charminar 
during her visit.

Prime Minister Modi 
during his visit to the 
White House in June had 
invited Ivanka to visit In-
dia.

Ivanka is an American 
television personality, fash-
ion designer, author and 
businesswoman, besides 
being an advocate for the 
education and empower-
ment of  women and girls.

The daughter and ad-
viser of  the US President 
has been an executive vice 
president of  the family 
owned ‘The Trump Or-
ganisation’ as well as serv-
ing as a boardroom judge 
on her father’s TV show 
‘The Apprentice’.

According to Tom Va-
jda, Acting Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary of  State for 
South and Central Asian 
Affairs, the GES will un-

derscore the US-India 
partnership and the spirit 
of  innovation and entre-
preneurship that our two 
countries share.

In addition to the 1,200 
emerging entrepreneurs, 
the summit will also see 
participation of  an ad-
ditional 300 investors and 
supporters, such as incu-
bator and accelerator rep-
resentatives, joining from 
around the world.

“The event will create 
an important platform for 
entrepreneurs and particu-
larly women to pitch their 
ideas, build partnerships, 
secure funding and find 
their target customers.

“Both the US and In-
dia are firmly committed 
to promoting entrepre-
neurship, not just in our 
own two countries but 
around the world, because 
we share the belief  that en-
trepreneurship drives eco-
nomic growth and creates 
jobs, establishing a founda-
tion for a more prosperous 
world,” Vajda said.

The GES really is the 
preeminent annual gather-
ing of  emerging entrepre-
neurs, investors and policy 
makers from all around 
the world, said Michelle 
Bekkering, Senior Deputy 
Assistant Administrator 
and Senior Coordinator 
for Gender Equality and 
Women’s Empowerment.

Harare, Nov. 23 (IANS) 
:Zimbabwe’s former Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe and 
his wife Grace have been 
granted immunity from 
prosecution, the military 
said on Thursday, allowing 
the couple to remain in the 
country.

Colonel Overson Mug-
wisi, a spokesman for the 
Zimbabwean Defence 
Forces, told CNN that 
an agreement had been 
reached with the 93-year-
old former leader that in-
cluded immunity and a 
guarantee of  safety for him 
and his wife.

Mugabe resigned on 
Tuesday in a historic mo-
ment that ended his 37 
years of  rule. The former 
leader has been accused 
of  ordering a string of  
massacres in the early to 
mid-1980s in opposition 
strongholds to consoli-
date his power in which 
up to 20,000 people were 
killed.

He has also long been 
accused of  corruption and 
criticized for living a lavish 
lifestyle while the once-
prosperous nation plunged 
into economic ruin.

Mugabe had spent a 
week negotiating his de-
parture with the military 
since the Army seized 
control in Harare and 
placed him under house 
arrest.

In a long, drawn-out 
process, military officials 
gave into the demands for 
immunity and allowed 
Mugabe to keep several 
of  his properties before 
he stepped down, media 
reports said.

Mugabe’s former right-
hand man, Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, returned to 
the country on Wednes-
day to take the reins as 
interim President, prom-
ising to take the country 
into a “new and unfolding 
democracy.” He will be 
sworn in on Friday. 

Upon his return to 
Harare, Mnangagwa -- 
known as “The Crocodile” 
-- told supporters: “The 
people have spoken. The 
voice of  the people is the 
voice of  God.”

“I pledge myself  to be 
your servant. I appeal to all 
genuine patriotic Zimba-
bweans to come together. 
We work together. We 
want to grow our econo-
my. We want peace, jobs 
in our country.”

Mnangagwa’s  d i s -
missal earlier this month 
plunged the country into a 
political crisis and prompt-
ed military chiefs to take 
control of  the capital and 
place Mugabe under house 
arrest.

Mugabe initially re-
fused to stand down but 
tendered his resignation 
on Tuesday after impeach-
ment proceedings were 
launched by Parliament. 
He had ruled Zimbabwe 
since 1980.

AP/PTI

Myanmar’s Union Minister for the Office of the State Counsellor  Kyaw Tint Swe, 
right, and Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdul Hassan Mahmud Ali exchange notes 
after signing the Arrangement on Return of Displaced Persons from Rakhine State in 
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2017. 

Kabul, Nov. 23 (IANS): 
At least eight people were 
killed and another 17 
wounded on Thursday in 
a suicide attack on a group 
of demonstrators gathered 
in support of a former po-
lice chief  in Afghanistan’s 
Jalalabad city, officials said.

The attack occurred 
around 2.30 p.m. in front 
of the house of the former 
police chief  in the capital 
of  Nangarhar province, 
said provincial governor’s 
spokesperson Attaullah 
Khogyanai. Several of  the 
victims were children.

No insurgent group has 
claimed the attack. In Nan-
garhar, the Taliban as well 
as the Islamic State terror 
group are known to be ac-
tive.

S i n c e  t h e  e n d  o f  
NATO’s combat mission 
in January 2015, Kabul 
has been losing ground to 
insurgents and now con-
trols only 57 per cent of the 
country.

Seoul, Nov. 23 (IANS): North Korea 
is believed to have replaced all border 
security guards after one of  its soldiers 
defected to the South through the 
guarded Joint Security Area.

A North Korean soldier was shot 
and wounded by his fellow soldiers on 
November 13 when he sought to cross 
the heavily guarded inter-Korean bor-
der to defect. The replacement seems 
to be a response to their failure to 
deter his escape, Yonhap news agency 
reported.

“Signs were detected that North 
Korea has replaced all border security 
officials following the defection,” a 
source told the news agency. 

The UN Command (UNC) said on 
Wednesday that North Korea clearly 
violated the 1953 Armistice Agree-
ment twice last week when its border 
guards tried to hunt down the soldier 
fleeing to South Korea via the truce 
village of  Panmunjom.

The defector drove a jeep south-
wards in an apparent bid to cross the 
Military Demarcation Line (MDL) 
but exited the vehicle near the border 
after its wheel seemed to come loose, 
according to a video clip released by 
the UNC.

Four armed North Korean guards 
chased the defector, who tried to dash 
toward the South. He was shot five 
times and some of  the gunshots flew 
over the MDL. A North Korean guard 
also crossed the MDL for a few sec-
onds and then returned to the North’s 
side.

It was a rare defection through the 
JSA in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 
that bisects the two Koreas.

Islamabad, Nov. 23 (IANS): 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) founder 
Hafiz Saeed, accused of  master-
minding the 2008 Mumbai mas-
sacre, is all set to walk free after 
about 10 months of  house arrest.

A Lahore High Court review 
board on Wednesday rejected an 
appeal of  the Punjab government 
seeking to extend the Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) chief ’s detention for 
more three months and ordered 
his release. His current detention 
order expires on Thursday.

Saeed and his four aides -- Ab-
dullah Ubaid, Malik Zafar Iqbal 
Shahbaz, Abdur Rehman and 
Qazi Kashif  Hussain -- had been 
under house arrest since January 
under the Anti-Terrorism Act. 

A source in the Punjab govern-
ment, however, told the Nation 
that the authorities were planning 
to keep the JuD chief  under house 
arrest in another case pending 
against him. 

He has been declared a global 
terrorist by the UN and the US for 
his role in the Mumbai attack that 
killed 166 Indians and foreigners 
and has a $10 million bounty on 
his head.

A three-member board passed 
the order for his release when the 
provincial and federal govern-
ments failed to bring any convinc-
ing evidence against Saeed. 

The move came just days af-
ter the US Defence Department 
persuaded Congress to drop a pro-
vision that had linked reimburse-
ments to Pakistan with demonstra-
ble action against LeT.

“It astounds me that we keep 
giving Pakistan money - military 
and foreign aid - and they’re a 
haven for terror groups from the 

Taliban to LeT. The military folks 
over the years have not made the 
case to me that we should continue 
military support to Pakistan,” Re-
publican Congressman Ted Poe 
said last week.

Following the court decision, 
JuD Information Secretary Na-
deem Awan said: “We are over-
joyed to announce that after wait-
ing for 10 long months, our chief  
will finally be free.” 

He said the government’s law-
yers had repeatedly argued in 
court that Saeed was a threat to 
public safety and that his release 
could lead to international penal-
ties for Pakistan for not moving 
against terrorism financing.

“But at no point was the gov-
ernment able to provide any actual 
evidence for these charges,” he 
said.

Saeed told the media on 
Wednesday that an end to his 
detention was tantamount to a 
victory of  truth and called the 
decision “a serious blow” to In-
dia’s demands that he be kept in 
custody and punished for the 2008 
massacre.

Later, in a video message re-
leased by his party, Saeed said he 
was detained because of  his asso-
ciation with Jammu and Kashmir. 

“It’s because of  Kashmir that 
India is after me, but all her efforts 
have been in vain and Allah has 
set me free.”

Saeed’s advocate A.K. Dogar 
said the JuD leaders had been 
detained merely on the basis of  al-
legations, without any substantial 
evidence against them, and called 
the call for extending the detention 
“illegal” and a “violation of  basic 
rights”.

Suicide attack 
on Afghan 
demonstration 
kills 8

N. Korea replaces 
border guards after 
soldier’s defection

Hafiz Saeed set to walk free

Nay Pyi Taw, Nov. 23 (IANS): 
The governments of  Myanmar 
and Bangladesh on Thursday 
signed a MoU, clearing the way 
for the repatriation of  the 622,000 
Rohingya refugees who fled across 
the border to escape a military 
crackdown.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
Mahmud Ali and Minister for 
the Office of  the State Counsel-
lor of  Myanmar Kyaw Tint Swe 
signed the agreement in Nay Pyi 
Taw.

The Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
try issued a statement outlining the 
time frame in which the repatria-
tion would be carried out, Efe news 
reported.

“The arrangement stipulates 
that the return shall commence 
within two months. A Joint Work-
ing Group will be established 
within three weeks of  signing. A 
specific bilateral instrument for 
repatriation will be concluded in 
a speedy manner,” the statement 
said.

Myanmar’s Information Minis-
try said it would accept the refugees 
as soon as possible but only after 
they have been identified and their 
place of origin determined.

Myint Kyaing, a permanent 
secretary at Myanmar’s Ministry 

of Labour, Immigration and Popu-
lation, said: “We are ready to take 
them back as soon as possible after 
Bangladesh sends the forms back 
to us.” 

Kyaing was referring to registra-
tion forms the Rohingya must com-
plete with personal details before 
repatriation. 

Myanmar wants the current 

memorandum to be based on 
an agreement signed between 
the two countries in 1993 to 
deal with the repatriation of  
Rohingyas fleeing violence in the 
Rakhine state.

The earlier agreement was lim-
ited to relocating the refugees ac-
cording to their place of residence, 
but did not address the question of  

their nationality.
The authorities in Myanmar 

consider them Bangladeshi immi-
grants, deny them citizenship and 
impose various restrictions.

The current Rohingya exo-
dus started with the Myanmar 
security forces responding to the 
August 25 attacks on government 
outposts by the Rohingya rebel 
group Arakan Rohingya Salva-
tion Army.

Although the violence has abat-
ed and Myanmar’s de facto leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi has said that the 
Rohingya’s return will be voluntary 
and safe, there has been widespread 
international condemnation of their 
treatment, notably from the UN and 
the US.

“After a careful and thorough 
analysis of  available facts, it is 
clear that the situation in northern 
Rakhine state constitutes ethnic 
cleansing against the Rohingya,” 
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
said on Wednesday. 

Pope Francis is also due to 
arrive in Myanmar on November 
26. His visit will include meetings 
with Army Chief  General Min 
Aung Hlaing and Suu Kyi, the 
Vatican said.The Pontiff  will later 
travel to Dhaka to meet Rohingya 
refugees.
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Documentary explores Apatani tribe
A documentary exploring the Apatani tribe of the Ziro valley in Arunachal Pradesh will 
have its premiere in January 2018, its makers said on Thursday. “Ziro: The Lost Tribe”, 
according to its Gujarat-based maker Mitra Patel, “unfolds the culture of Ziro, which is 
home to the Apatani tribe, one of the most organised, modernised and educated tribe, stay-
ing in one of the most remote parts of India”. A photo book on the documentary tries to 
show the modernized yet culturally rooted youngsters in one of the most beautiful valleys 
in the country, Patel said in a statement. “This film is expected to be released in January 
and to be screened in festivals worldwide,” he added. It is written by Kshitij Bader and 
Pratap Harode. (IANS)

Muno Shiu releases 6th single Ryan Phillippe sues 
former girlfriend

Lawrence ‘splits’ from Darren Aronofsky
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to 
announce its valued 

HillStarCinema fans that 
the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You 
can now BUY tickets 

online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm, 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng 2D) 12.30, 3 pm: COCO (Eng 2d)

M
uno Shiu, 
a well-
known 
singer 
from the 

Khiamniungan Tribe has 
yet again released his 6th 
single “Let your beauty 
shine” with experimental 
music featuring Sudu Rhax 

and Tweax.
A press note mentions 

that the song expresses the 
beauty of a girl and reveals 
the way she is blessed and 
her beauty created by God 
that hypnotizes everyone 
around.

Sudu Rhax is a Rap-
per based in Dimapur. 

He is currently doing his 
higher secondary stud-
ies at Pranab Vidyapith 
Higher Secondary School 
Dimapur and he is also the 
former member of “The 
Spotlight” who was nomi-
nated for 8th Music Award 
of Nagaland in Hip-hop/
Rap category.

Tweax ( Meyu Long-
char ) is an EDM Producer 
from Mokokchung, Naga-
land. He is also a member 
of ‘Whoops! Here we 
are’ His first single ‘’Zero 
to Hero’’ was released 
through Cpytic Records 
(an upcoming Indian 
label). He aspires to make 
music which crosses genres 
and bring something fresh 
to the scene.

The song is now avail-
able at Indihut

EMN

A
ctor Ryan 
Phillippe 
has filed a 
counter law-
suit against 

former girlfriend Elsie 
Hewitt, who had accused 
him of brutally beating her 
earlier this year.

Phillippe filed the 
documents last week 
in response to Hewitt’s 
lawsuit claiming he had 
been abusive towards her, 
reports people.com.

In the lawsuit, the ac-
tor denied the allegations, 
claiming Hewitt “broke 
into Phillippe’s home in 
the middle of the night 
without permission” and 
“fabricated a story in an 
unjustified attempt to ex-

tort money” from him to 
help her modelling career.

Phillippe said Hewitt 
made a false police report 
accusing him of injuring 
her on July 4 -- the alleged 
date of the incident. The 
actor also claimed Hewitt 
was “extremely intoxi-
cated”.

“To be clear: I have not 
had a ‘girlfriend’ for over a 
year now and have barely 
dated anyone since. Any 
other labels or mis-char-
acterisations, from media 
or gossips, related to 
anyone, briefly, connected 
to my personal life, are 
false. Happy Thanksgiv-
ing,” Phillippe tweeted on 
Wednesday.

IANS

T
he Nagaland State 
Aids Control Society 
(NCAS) is all set to host 
the 7th edition of Multi-
Media Campaign to 

promote AIDS awareness through 
music on Dec. 1 coinciding with 
the World AIDS Day under the 
theme “Life Now- yes life, No 
HIV/AIDS,” partnering with the 
Life Pro,  at The Heritage, Old  DC 
Bungalow Kohima.

12 bands from around the 
district of Nagaland will compete 
on stage with their original songs 
based on HIV and AIDS or drug 
abuse, during the state level compe-
tition in Kohima on 1st Dec.

Informing this during a press 

conference at the NSACS confer-
ence hall, Directorate of H&FW, 
project director, Dr. Longshimeren 
said it was to promote aware-
ness, compassion, education and 
support in the issue of HIV and 
AIDS in the state and aims to 
capitalize on the popularity of local 
entertainment avenues among the 
youths especially in the area of mu-
sic which has a huge fan following 
in the state.

He said after screening of 18 
bands from across the state, 12 
bands were shortlisted to compete 
at the state level.  The 12 bands 
in the competition are Tune up 
channel Mokochung, Trans Effect, 
Dimapur, Yellow Beacon, Di-

mapur, Since 90s Dimapur, Pay the 
Rent, Kohima, DK Entertainment, 
Kohima, District Theory, Kohima, 
Happy Feet, Kohima, Fifth Note, 
Kohima, Plan P, Mokochung, Dy-
namic Cardioid, Mokochung and 
Naga Incarnate, Tuensang.

The selected bands will be 
performing two songs each during 
the state level competition- one 
cover song of their choice and the 
original song previously submitted 
where the winner will walk away 
with a cash price of Rs 200,000 
followed by runner-up Rs. 100000 
and third position 50,000 respec-
tively. Individual cash award of Rs. 
10000 each for best lyrics, guitarist, 
vocalist, bassist and drummer will 

also be rewarded.
It also informed that the 

competition will be judged by SNF 
band, winner of the hornbill rock 
contest 2016.   

He said the objective of the 
campaign is to have a greater vis-
ibility on HIV and AIDS related is-
sues, to encourage safe and respon-
sible behaviour among the youths, 
to reduce the level of stigma and 
discrimination by demystifying 
HIV/AIDS, to promote HIV/
AIDS related service, especially 
HIV Testing and STI awareness 
and condom promotion.

The project director further 
stated, the multi-media cam-
paign impacts towards the AIDS 
Awareness Campaign in the state 
especially the youths, for which the 
NSACS has encouraged youths 
to participate and that the cam-
paign is specially targeted to the 
age group of 15 to 35. Further he 
added that the prevalence rate of  
HIV at the said age group is said to 
be more intensive and fast preva-
lence in the state.

The NSACS informed that the 
competition will begin from  4:00 
pm onwards with free entry for the 
crowd while lucky fans will also get 
gift hampers from the organiser.

Our Correspondent

A
ctress Jennifer 
Lawrence has 
reportedly 
parted ways 
with film-

maker Darren Aronofsky 
after dating him for almost 
a year.

“The break-up hap-
pened last month. It was 
an amicable split and they 

remain friends,” a source 
told etonline.com.

“The pair’s last 
public sighting was at the 
Governors Awards in Los 
Angeles on November 11 
and although the two were 
already broken up they sat 
together and were friendly,” 
another source said.

The two stars came 

close to each other after 
working together in the 
2017 psychological horror 
film “mother!”.

Lawrence previously 
dated her “X-Men” co-star 
Nicholas Hoult and was 
also romantically linked to 
Coldplay frontman Chris 
Martin.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Alito Wotsa a runner-up 
in Naga’s Got Talent contest 2010 
is a gifted singer, song-writer and 
composer from Dimapur.

She completed her grade 
eight vocal training from 
Rockschool (ABRSM), 
Delhi and is currently 
working as a 
music teacher 
at New Life 
Bible College, 
Dimapur.

Her debut 
single “Leap of 
Faith” is a song 
that talks about 
optimism and to walk 
ahead as brighter days 
await us.

Her genre of songs 
are mostly contempo-
rary-pop and country 
but her versatile  ap-
proach helps her incor-
porate all other genres 
as well.

Eastern Mirror to-
day shares an insight 
interview with the 
young and talented 
beautiful singer.  

HIV awareness through music; 12 bands to compete on Dec. 1
NSACS Multi-Media Campaign

EM Images
NSACS officials addressing the press conference at its conference hall, Directorate of H&FW on Thursday.

EASTERN MIRROR: How would you like to 
introduce yourself to those who 

haven’t heard of you yet?.....
Alito Wotsa: Hi! 

I’m Alito Wotsa and I’m a 
musician, singer, composer 
and lyricist ..from Di-
mapur..

 
EASTERN MIRROR: 
Where do you draw 
your influences from?

Alito Wotsa: 
Well..I grew up listen-
ing to Artists like Celine 
Dion,bobMarley,Shania 
Twain , bee gees etc, all 
different genres but they 
did influence me with 
their music, and so maybe 
I’m still all over the place 
when it comes to music 
but it actually helps me 
best as a vocal teacher.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What’s the best piece 

of advice you’ve been given as an artist?
Alito Wotsa: Practice ,practice and practice!!!!
 

EASTERN MIRROR: How would you describe 
your music?

Alito Wotsa: I’d say I 
mostly do contemporary-pop and 
country but I love to keep it 
versatile..

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What 
is your debut “Leap of 
Faith” all about?

Alito Wotsa: 
Well..I actually wrote this 
song last year when my best 
friend’s father was fight-
ing the last stage cancer, it 
made me ponder upon the 
hardships and suffering and 
frustration in life..I also see 
that many of us are depressed 

or frustrated with life in our own ways..so this is a 
song which would remind us to take a leap of faith 
because there is always a brighter day that awaits 
no matter what!

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Do you have any upcom-
ing projects you would like your fans to know 

about?
Alito Wotsa: Mmmmh..not 

much ..but I do have some exciting up 
coming songs which I’m working on 
now..

 
EASTERN MIRROR: As a music 
teacher by profession, what advice 
can you give to those who wish to 
pursue music as a profession?

Alito Wotsa: Little piece 
of advice...don’t compare, just do 
what you do, and do it like you 
have no other choice..successful 
musicians are confident and ad-

venturous enough to dive into their 
music careers headfirst as we know.
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Washington, Nov. 23 (IANS) :An 
interstellar asteroid that was first 
found passing through our solar 
system in mid-October is a cigar-
shaped object which is quite unlike 
asteroids seen in our solar system, 
new research has found.

“This thing is an oddball,” said 
Karen Meech of  the University of  
Hawaii’s Institute for Astronomy 
who leads an international team 
studying this interstellar interloper.

The asteroid, named ‘Oumua-
mua by its discoverers, is up to 400 
metres long and highly elongated 
-- perhaps 10 times as long as it is 
wide, according to a study published 
in the journal Nature.

That aspect ratio is greater than 
that of  any asteroid or comet ob-
served in our solar system to date. 

While its elongated shape is quite 
surprising, and unlike asteroids seen 
in our solar system, scientists believe 
that it may provide new clues about 
how other solar systems formed.

The findings suggest this unusual 
object had been wandering through 
the Milky Way, unattached to any 

star system, for hundreds of  millions 
of  years before its chance encounter 
with our star system.

“For decades we’ve theorised 
that such interstellar objects are out 
there, and now - for the first time - 
we have direct evidence they exist,” 
said Thomas Zurbuchen, Associate 
Administrator for NASA’s Science 
Mission Directorate in Washington. 

“This history-making discovery 
is opening a new window to study 
formation of  solar systems beyond 
our own,” Zurbuchen said. 

Immediately after its discovery, 
telescopes around the world, includ-
ing ESO’s Very Large Telescope in 
Chile and other observatories around 
the world including the Gemini Ob-
servatory were called into action to 
measure the object’s orbit, brightness 
and colour. 

Urgency for  viewing from 
ground-based telescopes was vital to 
get the best data. 

Combining the images from 
the FORS instrument on the ESO 
telescope using four different filters 
with those of  other large telescopes, 

a team of  astronomers led by Meech 
found that ‘Oumuamua varies in 
brightness by a factor of  ten as it 
spins on its axis every 7.3 hours. 

No known asteroid or comet 
from our solar system varies so 
widely in brightness, with such a 
large ratio between length and width. 

The most elongated objects seen 
to date are no more than three times 
longer than they are wide, the scien-
tists said. 

“This unusually big variation in 
brightness means that the object is 
highly elongated: about ten times as 
long as it is wide, with a complex, 
convoluted shape,” said Meech. 

“We also found that it had a red-
dish colour, similar to objects in the 
outer solar system, and confirmed 
that it is completely inert, without 
the faintest hint of  dust around it,” 
Meech added. 

These properties suggest that 
‘Oumuamua is dense, comprised 
of  rock and possibly metals, has no 
water or ice, and that its surface was 
reddened due to the effects of  irradia-
tion from cosmic rays over hundreds 

of  millions of  years. 
A few large ground-based tel-

escopes continue to track the aster-
oid, though it is rapidly fading as it 
recedes from our planet. 

NASA said two if  its space tel-
escopes (Hubble and Spitzer) are 
tracking the object. 

As of  Monday, Oumuamua is 
travelling about 38.3 kilometres per 
second relative to the Sun, it added.

Its location is approximately 200 
million kilometres from Earth -- the 
distance between Mars and Jupiter 
- though its outbound path is about 
20 degrees above the plane of  planets 
that orbit the Sun. 

The object passed Mars’s orbit 
around November 1 and will pass 
Jupiter’s orbit in May of  2018. It 
will travel beyond Saturn’s orbit in 
January 2019 and as it leaves our 
solar system, ‘Oumuamua will head 
for the constellation Pegasus, NASA 
said. 

This unusual object was dis-
covered on October 19 by the Uni-
versity of  Hawaii’s Pan-STARRS1 
telescope.

Washington, Nov. 23 (IANS): In a 
drone race that pitted a world-class 
pilot against Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), the human pilot emerged faster 
although the AI flew the drone more 
smoothly and consistently, NASA 
scientists have announced.

The scientists raced drones con-
trolled by AI against a professional 
human pilot on October 12 to put their 
work to the test. 

The results declared this week 
showed that world-class drone pilot 
Ken Loo averaged 11.1 seconds, 
compared to the autonomous drones, 
which averaged 13.9 seconds.

“We pitted our algorithms against 
a human, who flies a lot more by 
feel,” said the project’s task manager 
Rob Reid of  NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, California.

“You can actually see that the A.I. 
flies the drone smoothly around the 
course, whereas human pilots tend to 
accelerate aggressively, so their path is 
jerkier,” Reid added. 

The race capped off  two years of  
research into drone autonomy funded 
by Google. 

The company was interested in 
JPL’s work with vision-based naviga-

tion for spacecraft -- technologies that 
can also be applied to drones. 

To demonstrate the team’s 
progress, JPL set up a timed trial 
between their AI and drone pilot 
Loo.

The team built three custom 
drones, named Batman, Joker and 
Nightwing, and developed the com-
plex algorithms the drones needed 
to fly at high speeds while avoiding 
obstacles. 

These algorithms were integrated 
with Google’s Tango technology, 
which JPL also worked on.

The drones were built to racing 
specifications and could easily go as 
fast as 129 kilometre per hour (kph) 
in a straight line. But on the obstacle 
course set up in a JPL warehouse, 
they could only fly at maximum 64 
kph before they needed to apply the 
brakes.

Compared to Loo, the drones flew 
more cautiously but consistently. 

But Loo attained higher speeds 
and was able to perform impressive 
aerial corkscrews. 

But he was limited by exhaustion, 
something the AI-piloted drones did 
not have to deal with, NASA said.

H o n g  Ko n g,  N ov. 
23 (IANS): An inter-
national team of  re-
searchers has devel-
oped micro-robots that 
could soon be used to 
diagnose and deliver 
drugs in hard-to-reach 
areas of  the human 
body.

The  robot s  were 
manufactured by coat-
ing  t iny  a lgae  wi th 
magnetic particles and 
can smoothly swim in 
biological fluids, such 
as diluted blood and 
gastric fluid.

“A  s m a l l - s c a l e 
robot that can be re-
motely guided, is easily 
tracked and harmlessly 
biodegrades, potential-
ly overcomes many of  
the challenges faced by 
minimally invasive ther-
apies,” said Qi Zhou 

from the University of  
Edinburgh. 

“We hope our dis-
coveries will pave the 
way for the develop-
ment of  useful diag-
nostics or treatments,” 
he said. 

The robots, which 
measured about the size 
of  a blood cell, were 
guided magnetically to 
sites in the stomach of  
rats.

T h e y  c o u l d  b e 
tracked in tissue close 
to the skin’s surface by 
imaging the algae’s nat-
ural luminescence, and 
in hard-to-reach deeper 
tissue by magnetic reso-
nance imaging.

The robots, as de-
tailed in the journal Sci-
ence Robotics, could 
also sense chemical 
changes linked to the 

onset of  illness within 
parts of  the body, which 
makes them potentially 
useful as probes for re-
mote diagnosis. 

The time taken for 
the robots to function 
and biodegrade within 
the body could be tai-
lored by adjusting the 
thickness of  their manu-
factured coating, the 
researchers said. 

In laboratory tests, 
the devices were found 
to release potent com-
pounds from the algae 
core during degrada-
tion, which selectively 
attacked cancer cells 
while leaving healthy 
cells unharmed. 

Fur ther  research 
could show whether 
this might have poten-
tial as a treatment, re-
searchers noted.

Washington, Nov. 23 (IANS): 
A group of  American scien-
tists has found a new possibil-
ity to cure leukemia, a deadly 
disease that strikes patients as 
young as seven.

In a study published in 
the Journal Nature Medicine, 
the group from Stanford Uni-
versity and National Institute 
of  Health (NIH) found that a 
molecule, called CD22, can 
serve as a potent target for 
the killer cells of  acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The development comes 
after the US Food and Drug 
Administration last year ap-
proved a cell-based gene ther-
apy, namely the CAR T-cell 
treatment.

It works by genetically 
modifying a patient’s own 
immune cells to seek out and 
attack leukemia cells that have 
a molecule called CD19 on 

their surface. Such a therapy 
relies on the patient’s own T 
cells -- a type of  immune cell 
that can become a powerful 
killing machine.

Stanford oncologist Crys-
tal Mackall and NIH’s pedi-
atric hematologist Terry Fry, 
discovered that a molecule 
called CD22 can be a similar 
target.

Scientists treated 21 pa-
tients with treatment-resistant 
B-cell leukemia who are aged 
seven to 30 to test the new 
CD22-directed method.

Seventeen of  them were 
previously treated with CD19-
directed therapy and 15 of  
them had either relapsed or 
failed to respond.

They found that at the 
lowest dose level, one in six 
patients achieved complete 
remission after treatment, and 
with an escalated dose, 11 of  
15 patients entered remission.

In a fitting farewell to the 
planet that had been its 
home for over 13 years, the 
Cassini spacecraft took one 
last, lingering look at Saturn 
and its splendid rings during 
the final leg of  its journey 
and snapped a series of im-
ages that has been assembled 
into a new mosaic. 

Cassini’s wide-angle 
camera acquired 42 red, 
green and blue images, cov-
ering the planet and its main 
rings from one end to the 
other, on Sept. 13, 2017. Im-
aging scientists stitched these 
frames together to make a 
natural color view. The scene 
also includes the moons Pro-
metheus, Pandora, Janus, 
Epimetheus, Mimas and 
Enceladus.

“Cassini’s scientific 
bounty has been truly spec-
tacular -- a vast array of new 
results leading to new in-
sights and surprises, from the 
tiniest of ring particles to the 
opening of new landscapes 
on Titan and Enceladus, to 
the deep interior of  Saturn 
itself,” said Robert West, 
Cassini’s deputy imaging 
team leader at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California.

The Cassini imaging 

team had been planning 
this special farewell view of  
Saturn for years. For some, 
when the end finally came, it 
was a difficult goodbye.

“It was all too easy to 
get used to receiving new 
images from the Saturn 
system on a daily basis, 
seeing new sights, watch-
ing things change,” said 
Elizabeth Turtle, an imag-
ing team associate at the 
Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Labora-
tory, Laurel, Maryland. “It 
was hard to say goodbye, 
but how lucky we were to 
be able to see it all through 
Cassini’s eyes!”

“For 37 years, Voyager 
1’s last view of  Saturn has 
been, for me, one of the most 
evocative images ever taken 
in the exploration of  the 
solar system,” said Carolyn 
Porco, former Voyager imag-
ing team member and Cas-
sini’s imaging team leader at 
the Space Science Institute in 
Boulder, Colorado.

 “In a similar vein, this 
‘Farewell to Saturn’ will 
forevermore serve as a re-
minder of the dramatic con-
clusion to that wondrous 
time humankind spent in 
intimate study of our Sun’s 

most iconic planetary sys-
tem.”

Launched in 1997, the 
Cassini spacecraft orbited 
Saturn from 2004 to 2017. 
The mission made numer-
ous dramatic discoveries, 
including the surprising 
geologic activity on Saturn’s 
moon Enceladus and liquid 
methane seas on Saturn’s 
largest moon, Titan. Cassini 
ended its journey with a dra-
matic plunge into Saturn’s 
atmosphere on Sept. 15, 
2017, returning unique sci-
ence data until it lost contact 
with Earth.

The Cassini-Huygens 
mission is a cooperative 
project of NASA, ESA (Eu-
ropean Space Agency) and 
the Italian Space Agency. 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory, a division of Caltech 
in Pasadena, manages the 
mission for NASA’s Science 
Mission Directorate, Wash-
ington. 

The imaging team con-
sists of  scientists from the 
U.S., England, France, and 
Germany. The imaging op-
erations center and team 
leader are based at the Space 
Science Institute in Boulder, 
Colorado.

                            (NASA)

Bengaluru, Nov. 23 (IANS): A 
city-based geologist has discovered 
2,000-million-year-old “prokaryo-
tic” microfossils -- considered to be 
the earliest form of life -- from the 
Indian subcontinent in the Gwalior 
basin of  the Bundelkhand region 
near Jhansi.

The discovery by Naresh Ghose, 
formerly geology professor at Patna 
University, was reported at the recent 
annual convention of  the Indian 
Geological Congress in Nagpur.

Microfossils, perhaps the most 
important group of  all fossils, are 
the tiny -- less than one millimetre 
in size -- remains of bacteria, fungi, 
animals, and planktons. The shape 
and distribution of the occurrences 
of the micro-fossils in carbonaceous 
material, strongly support the debris 
to be that of  a micro-organism, 
Ghose told the convention.

An individual micro-fossil con-
sists of an outer rim of recrystallised 
silica (quartz), while the core is com-
posed of carbonates (calcite) with a 
mixture of iron-bearing material, he 
told this correspondent.

Ghose found these in the 
2,000-million-year-old black carbon-
aceous shale from the Bundelkhand 
region of the Gwalior basin in Cen-
tral India.

Incidentally, the appearance of  
primitive life in the black shale co-
incides with the “Great Oxygena-
tion Event” that brought the tran-
sition of  Earth’s atmosphere from 
oxygen-poor (anoxic) to oxygen-
rich status. The earth’s atmosphere 
since then has been responsible 
for transformation of  inanimate 
objects (inorganic elements and 
compounds) to the animate world 
of  today with millions of  diversity 

in the animal kingdom.
“The present study reports for 

the first time the presence of  “or-
ganogenic” microfossils --- derived 
from living organisms -- in black 
shale immediately underlying the 
volcanic rock of the Gwalior basin,” 
Ghose said.

The identity of  microfossils 
has subsequently been endorsed by 
experts from different disciplines, 
including Professor Jai Krishna, a 
leading palaeontologist from the 
Benaras Hindu University.

“Therefore, the microfossils 
(Prokaryotic-RNA cell) in the Gwal-
ior basin may be regarded as the 
confirmed oldest existence of  life 
dated about 2,000 million years ago 
ever to be recorded from the Indian 
subcontinent,” Ghose said.

Ghose found the microfossils 
while studying thin sections of  

sediments (called “par” formation) 
containing the siliceous black shale 
in the uppermost part coexisting 
with fine layers of  limestone and 
particles of river-borne and volcanic 
origin.

“This important discovery was 
made using a simple and inexpensive 
device like a microscope without the 
aid of any sophisticated instrument,” 
he said.

The deposit of  black shale is a 
“universal” feature underlining a 
lava flow and associated with the 
formation of organic debris on the 
death of marine animals. 

Abundance of  black shale is a 
major source of hydrocarbons and 
gas hydrates. “The USA is utilising 
black shale as an alternative source 
for hydrocarbons and is a leading 
exporter due to its technological 
advancement,” Ghose said.

First known interstellar asteroid 
is cigar-shaped ‘oddball’

NASA drone race: Human 
pilot emerges faster than AI

Tiny robots may soon aid in 
delivering treatments

US scientists find new 
possibility to cure leukemia

Cassini bids adieu to  Saturn

Early life in India dating 2,000 mn years discovered

After more than 13 years at Saturn, and with its fate sealed, NASA’s Cassini spacecraft 
bid farewell to the Saturnian system by firing the shutters of  its wide-angle camera and 
capturing this last, full mosaic of  Saturn and its rings two days before the spacecraft’s 
dramatic plunge into the planet’s atmosphere.

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1659SUD0KU 1498
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1658

 ACROSS
 1. Garbage
 6. She is (contraction)
 10. Litigates
 14. City in southeast Ukraine
 15. Hyperbolic tangent
 16. Spirit or being
 17. Mountain climbing peg
 18. Assistant
 19. Remove
 20. Talk show host Rosie  ________
 22. National park in South Africa
 24. A British nobleman rank
 25. Eyes (slang)
 26. Sweet white juicy fruit
 29. A dark covering
 30. Smell
 31. Sorts by type
 37. Countertenors
 39. International Telephone and 

Telegraph
 40. Burial plot
 41. Sent on
 44. S-shaped curve in molding
 45. Superman’s girlfriend
 46. American paleontologist Henry 

Fairfield ______ (1857-1935)
 48. Canada’s newest territory
 52. ____-Onna, Japanese Snow 

Queen legend
 53. Wears away
 54. Covered in trees
 58. To split or tear
 59. Disclosure of secret 

information
 61. Prostitute
 62. Meat from calves
 63. Sea eagle
 64. Scary
 65. Consequence
 66. Droops
 67. Tumbles clothes 
 DOWN
 1. Keyboarding error
 2. Sudden attack and seizure
 3. Male singing voice range
 4. Succulent rock-plant

 5. Name that means 
“Gracious” or “Merciful”

 6. Delay
 7. Pellets of frozen 

precipitation
 8. Finish
 9. Ancient currency
 10. Arrangement
 11. Customary practice
 12. Narrow ridge of coarse 

gravel
 13. Fortune tellers 
 21. Norse for “Ruler of all”

 23. Religion (abbrev.)
 25. Glue
 26. Burden
 27. Inactive
 28. Youngsters
 29. Courses of action
 32. Permitted
 33. Early Arctic explorer
 34. Character in Othello
 35. Always
 36. Observed
 38. Ointment
 42. Handles roughly

 43. Stern or obstinate
 47. Distorted
 48. Gumption
 49. Name that means “God is  

my light”
 50. Super-bright stars
 51. Variant form of “Adelaide”
 52. Burdens of servitude
 54. Tooth
 55. Conservative
 56. Great Lake
 57. Bambi was one
 60. Large period of time

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1498
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Ashes: Cricket’s longest-running grudge 
match resumes hostility Down Under

Asked for bouncy wickets keeping SA tour in mind – Kohli

Barcelona, Chelsea reach last 16 as Manchester United lose 

P and T khels register win in 
Northern Angami-I T20 cricket bash 

NFA meeting on November 27

Mokokchung Mountain Bike 
Festival starts December 7 

Nagaland Police meet to end today 

Kohima volleyball tourney from Nov. 25 

Nagaland Olympics committee issues correction 

England opening batsman Alastair Cook edges Mitchell Starc to be caught at the slips during the opening session of 
Ashes 2017 at the Gabba on Thursday in Brisbane, Australia.   

Neymar celebrates after scoring PSG’s second goal in their Champions League drubbing of Celtic.

Brisbane, Nov. 23 (IANS): Australia 
fought back to reduce a resistant England 
to 196 for four on the first day of their 
opening Ashes cricket Test at the 
Gabba here on Thursday.

James Vince (83) and opener 
Mark Stoneman (53) shared a 
125-run second wicket stand but 
Australia hit back with the pair's 
wicket. The dismissal of  captain 
Joe Root (15) gave Australia an 
upper hand on the first day.

Inexperienced Vince and Stone-
man displayed doggedness as Eng-
land recovered from the early loss 
of former captain Alastair Cook (2) 
who was caught by Peter Handscomb 
at first slip off left-arm pacer Mitchell 
Starc.

Vince and Stoneman played with 
a lot of  patience and employed tight 
defence to go for lunch at 59/1. After-
wards, nearly an hour and 15 minutes 
of  play was wasted due to rain before 
sunshine returned.

The English pair continued their im-
pressive show as the Australian bowlers 
showed a lack of  discipline after lunch. 
While Stoneman came up with his second 
Test fifty, Vince, playing in his eighth Test, 
registered his maiden half-century.

Pat Cummins broke the stand when a 
ball ran through Stoneman's defence in the 
55th over to boost the hosts just before tea.

Five overs later, Vince too lost his wicket 
as Nathan Lyon effected a run out from cov-
er with a direct throw at the bowler's end. 
Vince hit 12 fours in the 170 balls he faced.

A turbo-charged Cummins displayed a 
brilliant spell of fast bowling as he further 
snared England's batting mainstay Joe Root 
(15) with a LBW dismissal to leave the tour-
ists reeling at 163/4.

Dawid Malan (28 not out) and Moeen 
Ali (13 not out) were unbeaten when the 

Paris, Nov. 23 (AFP/PTI): Barcelona and Chel-
sea progressed to the Champions League last 16 
on Wednesday, but Jose Mourinho's Manchester 
United must wait to seal their spot after a last-
gasp 1-0 defeat in Basel.

Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde rested 
Argentina star Lionel Messi in Turin, later 
introducing him as a second-half  substitute as 
a 0-0 draw against Juventus sent the five-time 
European champions through as winners of  
Group D.

Willian scored twice and won a pair of  
penalties as Chelsea thrashed 10-man Qarabag 
4-0 in Baku to guarantee Antonio Conte's side a 
top-two finish in Group C.

First-half  goals from Eden Hazard and Wil-
lian put Chelsea in control, with Cesc Fabregas 
adding a third before Willian netted again to 
cap the rout and knock Qarabag out of  the 
competition.

"We did everything well. We should have 
scored more. It is easy to play with these good 
players," Hazard said.

Atletico Madrid, runners-up twice in the 
past four years, retained an outside chance of  
pipping Roma to a place in the knockout stage 
as Antoine Griezmann snapped an eight-match 
goal drought in a 2-0 win in Spain.

The French striker broke the deadlock with a 
spectacular acrobatic effort on 69 minutes, before 
compatriot Kevin Gameiro added a late second 
to seal a first win of  the campaign for Atletico.

However, they must beat Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge in their final game and hope Roma 
drop points at home to Qarabag to avoid para-
chuting into the Europa League.

United, who hit the woodwork twice in the 
first half  through Marouane Fellaini and Mar-
cos Rojo, looked on course to secure the point 
required to punch their ticket to the last 16 in 
Switzerland before Michael Lang popped up 
with an 89th- minute winner.

"It's like a dream. Right now I can't believe 
we won against such a strong team," Swiss inter-

national Lang told RTS.
"We always thought we could win this match 

and in the end it was a victory like I had never 
seen before."

Mourinho blamed United's inability to con-
vert their first-half  dominance into goals after 
watching his side lose their perfect record in the 
group.

"We lost because in the first half  we should 
be 5-0 up but we could not score one goal after 
being so dominant," Mourinho said.

The result left United on 12 points, three 
ahead of  both Basel and CSKA Moscow, and 
still almost certain of  advancing, barring a huge 
defeat against the Russians at Old Trafford on 
December 5.

PSG obliterate goals record 
Russia goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev recorded a first 
clean sheet in the group stage since 2006 -- end-
ing a staggering run of 43 matches conceding a 
goal -- as CSKA condemned Benfica to a fifth 
straight loss in Group A.

Georgi Schennikov's cool finish steered 
CSKA into a 13th-minute lead in Moscow before 
the hosts grabbed a second through an own goal 
from Brazilian defender Jardel.

Paris Saint-Germain dismantled Celtic 7-1 
as the French giants registered their biggest win 
in the competition, despite falling behind when 
Moussa Dembele scored inside the first minute 
at the Parc des Princes.

A brace from Neymar soon turned the game 
around, before Edinson Cavani and Kylian 
Mbappe added goals of  their own before the 
interval.

Marco Verratti made it five with quarter of  
an hour left, before Cavani got his second and a 
sensational Dani Alves hit wrapped up a record-
breaking night as PSG shattered the previous 
mark of  21 group-stage goals set last year by 
Borussia Dortmund.

Unai Emery's team have now scored 24 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 23 (EMN): T Khel Knights 
and P Khel Eagles registered wins in their 
respective league match at the ongoing 
Northern Angami-I T20 cricket bash 
played at KVC ground, Ziekezou, Kohima 
village on Thursday.

T Khel Knights defeated Zienuobadze 
High Flyers by 6 wickets in the first match. 
Zienuobadze electing to bat scored a total 
of 118 runs losing 9 wickets in 20 overs. 
Moa scored 39 runs and Dito contributed 
20*runs for the team. Keviselhou and Im-
likaba took 2 wickets each for T Khel 
Knights.

Chasing the target, T Khel Knights 
managed to reach the target in 15.5 overs 
losing 4 wickets. Imlikaba scored 27 runs 
and Keviselhou added 23*runs in the run 
chase for T Khel Knights. All-rounder 
Imlikaba of T Khel Knights was adjudged 

man of the match for scoring 27 runs and 
taking 2 wickets.

P Khel Eagles beat Upper L Khel 
Riders by 89 runs in the second match. 
Winning the toss, Eagles elected to bat 
and scored 192 runs losing 4 wickets in 20 
overs. Roukuobelie scored 58 runs in 38 
balls and Imli added 36 runs in 33 balls, 
while Temsulong took 2 wickets in 4 overs 
for Riders.

In reply, Riders managed to score only 
103 runs losing all the wickets in 15.5 
overs. Samuel scored the highest 32 runs 
in 28 balls for Riders, while Khrietuo took 
4 wickets in 4 overs. Roukuobelie of Eagles 
was adjudged as the man of the match.

FRIDAY’S MATCHES

D Khel United vs Chedema Strikers @ 9am
Keyake-Phezoucha Pirates vs R.S Challengers 

@12:30pm

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The Nagaland Football Association has convened an ex-
ecutive meeting on November 27, 12 noon at the conference hall of Nagaland Bharat 
Scouts and Guides HQs, Bayavu Hill, Kohima.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The second 
edition of  Mokokchung Mountain Bike 
Festival will be held, in confluence with 
the Hornbill Festival, on December 7 
and 8th. This was informed through a 
press release from the organisers, Trail 
Hounds Cycling Club, on Thursday.

“Mountain bikers from Nepal, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Maharashtra, Pune, Ker-
ala, Sikkim, Manali, Manipur, Assam, 
Meghalaya and from the home state will 

be competing in the Mokokchung Cross 
Country on the 7th and the Mokokc-
hung Xtreme Downhill Challenge on the 
8th of  December,” it informed.

The event will be flagged off  from 
the town square on December 7 at 7 
am, and culminate at Yimchalu gate, 
Sungratsu village.  Mokokchung Ex-
treme Downhill Challenge will be held 
at ‘Chuchu downhill track’ on Decem-
ber 8. 

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The penulti-
mate day of this year’s Nagaland Police 
sports meet ended with the 4x100m relay 
race for women. An update from the 
organisers on Thursday informed that the 
gold went to 15 (IR) Battalion ‘A’ Coy.

The silver and bronze were collected 
by ‘E’ Coy and ‘D’ Coy respectively. The 
closing ceremony on Friday will feature 
100m race for women followed by a drill 
competition among the top three finalists: 

12 NAP (IR), 14 NAP (IR) and 15 (IR) 
Mahila. 

It will also include the 4x100m relay 
race for men and a demonstration of  
weapon handling. The closing ceremony 
will begin at 2 pm at NAPTC Stadium, 
Chumukedima. The Chief  Secretary of  
Nagaland Pankaj Kumar will be the chief  
guest. “The entry is free so everyone is in-
vited to come, join and witness the grand 
closing ceremony,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The 5th 
open Kohima district volleyball cham-
pionship for men and women will 
be played at local ground, Kohima 
from November 25 to 30th. A press 
release from the organisers on Sunday 
informed 15 and 8 teams of  men and 

women were participating in the tour-
nament. 

The inaugural session of  the event 
will begin at 10 am. The opening match 
will be played between the men’s team 
of  Kiruphema Youth Organisation and 
Spark Ketz Mima.

Dimapur, Nov. 23 (EMN): The technical committee of the Nagaland Olympics has 
clarified that only one participant from each district will be allowed in all categories of  
boxing, for both men and women. It also informed that in Athletics, triple jump has 
been included in the list of events for both men and women.

times in five matches and conceded just once, 
although they must avoid a heavy reverse at 
Bayern Munich next month to ensure they 
finish top of Group B.

Robert Lewandowski and Corentin Tol-

isso scored in Brussels as Bayern overcame 
Anderlecht 2-1 to retain their 100 percent 
record since 72-year-old Jupp Heynckes re-
turned for a fourth spell at the club.

Two goals from Dutch striker Bas Dost 

propelled Sporting to a 3-1 victory over 
Olympiakos, but the Portuguese outfit must 
beat Barcelona at the Camp Nou in their 
final fixture to have a chance of  overhauling 
Juventus for a last-16 berth. 

HOME TURF 

Nagpur, Nov. 23 (IANS): A candid 
India skipper Virat Kohli on Thurs-
day admitted that he had asked for 
bouncy wickets for the home series 
against Sri Lanka keeping in mind 
the more tougher tour to South 
Africa in January.

"Yes (I had), because unfortu-
nately we get only two days before 
we fly to South Africa after this se-
ries gets over. So we have no choice 
but try to be in a game situation and 
think of what's coming ahead of us.

"Had we got a month off  ide-
ally, we would have done a proper 
preparation in a camp sort of  sce-
nario but we have to sort of make 
do with what we have," Kohli told 

reporters during the pre-match press 
conference ahead of  the second 
Test against the islanders starting 
on Friday.

India drew with the tourists in 
the first rubber at the Eden Gardens 
in Kolkata.

India will finish their limited 
overs matches against Sri Lanka 
on December 24 (final T20I) before 
they fly off  to South Africa on De-
cember 28.

"As usual cramped for time, 
which I think we needed to assess 
in future as well because we very 
easily assess the team when we go 
abroad but we don't look at how 
many days we have got to prepare 

before we go to a particular place to 
play," Kohli said.

"And everyone starts judging 
players when results come after Test 
matches. It should be a fair game, 
where we get to prepare the way we 
want to and then we are entitled to 
be criticised. So we thought this is 
an ample opportunity for us to chal-
lenge ourselves, put us in a situation 
(which they expect to encounter in 
South Africa)," he added.

Kohli also dropped hints that 
the spin twins Ravichandran Ash-
win and Ravindra Jadeja might start 
against the Proteas as team balance 
would be kept in mind first.

"I can't commit to that 100 per-

cent when we play abroad that we 
will be playing with two spinners, 
to be honest. 

"It is because we need to have 
a look at the balance of  the side 
as well. Obviously, those two guys 
with their batting abilities are both 
contenders to start a Test match 
depending upon the batsmen we 
are up against in the opposition," 
the skipper said.

"It's very important to under-
stand if  a left-arm spinner is bowl-
ing to five right-handers or the 
off-spinner is bowling to four left-
handers. Just because of the angle 
the ball coming in makes so much 
difference against a spinner. 

Honours even on Day 1 
as visitors England creeps 
to 196/4; Australia’s 
vaunted pace battery 
falls short of hype    

umpires called the end of the day's play.
Australian off-spinner Lyon didn't get much help al-

though he was very economical, ending the day with figures 
of 24-9-40-0. 

Brief  scores: England: 196/4 (James Vince 83, Mark Stoneman 
53; Pat Cummins 2/59) vs Australia.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2017-18


