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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Sir if you have a wedding 
please take the maal,if not 

you can buy later at the shop 
with discount.

Where there is  
love there is life. 

~ Mahatma Gandhi
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 14°
Agartala 27° 15°
Gangtok 21° 06°
Guwahati 27° 14°
Imphal 25° 15°

Itanagar 24° 13°
Shillong 20° 07°
Delhi 25° 09°
Kolkata 26° 13°
Chennai 31° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.8° 10.8°
DIMAPUR 26.1° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 71%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu speaking at the NPF general convention at 
Kohima local ground on November 22.A section of the gathering during the NPF general convention at Kohima local ground on November 22.

Liezietsu responds with 21144; claims 100% reaffirmation

CANSSEA agitation to continue Answer to plebiscite is the solution— NPCC

Nagaland Tribes 
Council gets 
new president

Neinu appeals NSCN(K) and NNC to join peace process

    

REGION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Violence against women the 
“baddest’’ thing — SRK | P10

Manipur: President pays floral 
tribute at Netaji’s statue | P4

Saina, Sindhu, Prannoy 
enter second round of 
Hong Kong Open  |  P11

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The dispute for legitimacy 
of  leadership and owner-
ship of  the party name 
and symbol of  the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) be-
tween two groups- one led 
by Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu 
Rio and the other by Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu- 
stepped up on Nov. 22 with 
the latter holding a general 
convention at Khouchiezie 
(local ground) in Kohima. 
The Rio-led NPF had 
held a similar general con-
vention at Dimapur two 
months ago.

On Wednesday, 
Khouchiezie was filled with 
thousands of  Liezietsu’s 
supporters, 21144 as per 
the party’s record, who de-
clared to stand firm behind 
the leadership of  Liezietsu. 
The party informed that 
the supporters were from 
all the districts of  the Naga-
land along with those from 
Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

Rajya Sabha MP and 
secretary general NPF, KG 
Kenye, speaking on the oc-
casion as the presiding of-
ficer, alleged that the rival 
group had approached the 
Election Commission of  
India (ECI) without the 
mandate of  the CEC or 
COB or active members of  
the party but ‘only with the 
signatures of  36 MLAs’ to 
derecognize Liezietsu as 
the party president. He as-
serted that the ECI rejected 
their petition and had, on 
Oct. 17 issued a directive 
to the party to resolve the 
crisis within it as per the 
provisions of  Article XV 
of the NPF constitution 
which vests the power on 
two-third majority of  the 
active members of  the 
party present and voting in 
a general convention to de-
termine the issue. This, he 
stated, was the reason for 
calling this general conven-

tion, in conformity with 
the ECI order.

“Today, it’s not just a 
two-third but a 100% has 
reaffirmed of  Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu’s presidentship 
and the election of  his team 
of office bearers,” Kenye 
stated, after the gathering 
affirmed their support for 
Liezietsu and team with 
raised hands.

While admitting that 
the NPF has faced some 
leadership issues in the 
past, he stated that the 
party has never wavered in 
its ideology and principles 
and the party has survived 
because of  its members 
who stood firm on these 
values. “Every time we fall, 
we will come back/emerge 
stronger,” the MP asserted, 
and expressed confidence 
that the party on Liezietsu’s 
side will retain the legality 
of  the party.

Rivals’ charges reflect 
their own behaviour: 
Liezietsu

Addressing the gath-
ering at the NPF gen-
eral convention today, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu said 
political detractors have 
branded him as dictatorial, 
autocratic and used many 
abusive and derogatory 

words against him. “You 
know better by yourselves 
that it is not true but rather 
that directly reflects the be-
havious of  those who have 
been branding me as dicta-
torial,” he said. 

He pointed out that 
NPF, as one of  the oldest 
political parties in the larg-
est democracy in the world 
(India), undertook demo-
cratic processes while draft-
ing the party constitution, 
which was amended from 
time to time as per the need 
of  the day, and had strictly 
observed the provisions of  
the constitution. “We have 
never issued any order/
notification without refer-
ring to the relevant sections 
of  our constitution,” he 
stated.

Liezietsu alleged that 
the present confusion in 
the party was the handi-
work of  those who do not 
have any regard to the 
constitution of  the party. 
He said there was a ‘party-
less’ government ruling the 
state without constitutional 
sanction. 

“The unconstitutional 
appointment of  the whip, 
the illegal recognition given 
to it by the speaker, mem-
bers in the House voted as 
per the directive of  the ille-

gal whip and went against 
the directive issued by the 
legal whip thereby an un-
constitutional government 
has been installed (sic),” 
Liezietsu said.

Expressing his doubt 
that the central government 
was fully aware of  the pre-
vailing situation in Naga-
land, Liezietsu said if  the 
centre was aware and just 
sitting over the issue then 
they were rendering the 
constitution of  India irrel-
evant. “We hope we will be 
able to get the opportunity 
to project  the actual situa-
tion of  what is happening 
here to the government of  
India if  there is any way for 
them to correct the wrongs 
that the Governor of  Na-
galand has committed,” he 
stated, alleging that Gover-
nor PB Acharya had been 
‘the main player in humili-
ating the Constitution of  
India’ contrary to his obli-
gation and responsibility to 
uphold its sanctity.

Recalling the 2015 par-
ty crisis, he reminded that 
the issue was solved after 
a special general conven-
tion as per the party con-
stitution as directed by the 
ECI but this year too, he 
lamented ‘the same group’ 
has dragged the NPF to the 

ECI’s court again on a sim-
ilar issue and the ECI has 
issued similar directive. 

“ECI has done the right 
thing directing us to resolve 
the issue as per Article 
XV of our constitution.... 
We are the owners of  the 
house, staying in the house 
and doing our daily normal 
activities,” Liezietsu said, 
terming it ‘madness’ to at-
tempt to break in and ‘kick 
out’ all who were inside 
to take ownership of  the 
house.

“But since the matter 
is lying with ECI, we will 
take all measures to com-
ply with the directive of  
ECI and hope to see the 
conclusion very soon,” he 
asserted.

Training guns at few 
‘corrupted leaders’

Pointing out that the 
NPF which has been in 
power for the last 15 years 
was branded corrupt due to 
the wrong handling of  af-
fairs by few leaders, Liezi-
estsu however said ‘those 
corrupted elements’ have 
left the party by themselves 
and the corruption tag was 
taken away by those legis-
lators who joined the rival 
group. “Among the legisla-
tors who are on the other 

side at the moment, I don’t 
mean to say that all are 
bad; I am training my gun 
to few corrupted leaders 
who brought shame to the 
fair name of  the party and 
its government,” he stated.

The present crisis has 
presented an opportunity 
for the party to bring in a 
new breed of  politicians 
from amongst the younger 
generation as well as from 
women, he maintained.

Post poll alliance with 
BJP not ruled out

On the present stand 
of  the NPF with other po-
litical parties in Nagaland, 
Liezietsu lamented that 
some of  the party’s allies 
‘could not keep trust in the 
manner it should be’ and 
the NPF had only NCP 
and JD(U) as its allies un-
der Democratic Alliance 
of  Nagaland (DAN). The 
NPF had severed its ties 
with DAN partner BJP 
earlier in July last with the 
MLAs of  the latter siding 
in the installation of  TR 
Zeliang as chief  minister 
which saw the dismissal of  
Liezietsu’s government.

“We have no official 
connection with other po-
litical parties in Nagaland 
at the moment. If  need be, 

that stand can be reviewed 
after the next general elec-
tion,” Liezietsu said, not 
ruling out the possibility of  
re-coalition with the BJP. 

He also emphasised 
that the NPF stood for 
peace and political settle-
ment to the Naga issue 
since inception but alleged 
that opponent groups have 
been confusing the people 
with many interpretations 
about the settlement for 
their ‘immediate political 
gain’. 

“We must understand 
the changing mind of  those 
political tourists because 
those are the people who 
keep on changing their 
stand with the change of  
season and location like 
chameleon (sic). For NPF, 
we will continue to remain 
constant like Northern Star 
in our effort to bring peace 
and political settlement,” 
he added.

Resolutions of the  
general convention

The general convention 
resolved to support the 
decisions adopted at the 
general conventions of  the 
party dated November 26, 
2014 and April 30, 2015 
recognising the leadership 
of  president Dr. Shürhoze-

lie Liezietsu as the ‘one 
and only president’ of  
the NPF for the tenure 
2015-2020; NPF being a 
founding member of  the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) in 1977, it will 
endeavour to contribute its 
‘mite’ to the overall benefit 
of  the people of  the region 
and the country; extends 
unflinching support to the 
ongoing peace process be-
tween the Government of  
India and the NSCN (IM) 
and with the Naga Nation-
al Political Groups, and 
places on record its happi-
ness at the understanding 
arrived at and the progress 
made to resolve the Naga 
political problem; to sup-
plement the Act East Policy 
of  the Government of  In-
dia and to let the people of  
the region actively partici-
pate and benefit from trade 
and commerce with the 
South East Asian nations, 
NPF will endeavour to pur-
sue with the Government 
of  India for construction 
of  Trans-border National 
Highway along Indo-My-
anmar borders covering 
the Northeastern States of  
Arunachal Pradesh, Naga-
land, Manipur and Mizo-
ram; the Northeastern re-
gion should not be a mere 
corridor for trade and com-
merce with the neighbour-
ing countries, but should 
be converted into a hub 
of  business wherein our 
youths and entrepreneurs 
directly participate and 
benefit from the trades.

Corruption-free Gov-
ernance; the NPF party 
will continue to pursue for 
corruption-free governance 
and bring about social jus-
tice and equitable develop-
ment with transparency and 
accountability as its mantra 
and its government ‘as ex-
emplified during the brief  
tenure of  Dr. Shürhozelie-
led DAN Government ear-
lier this year’.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Tribes Council in a sur-
prise move on Wednes-
day announced the 
appointment of a new 
President of the council. 

"It is to inform that 
Shri Toniho Yepthomi, 
has taken over as the 
President of the Na-
galand Tribes Council 
(NTC)," stated a press 
release from the Gen-
eral Secretary Nribemo 
Ngullie.

It added that hereaf-
ter all correspondences 
be addressed to the new 
president. 

No further details 
were mentioned regard-
ing the sudden change in 
the leadership. 

Reliable sources al-
though informed that the 
former president Lendi-
nokdang submitted his 
resignation on Oct. 12 
but the executive body 
was able to approve it 
only recently.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN):  
Government employees in 
the Nagaland will con-
tinue with the Confed-
eration of  All Nagaland 
State Services Employees' 
Association-led (CANS-
SEA) agitation. A group of  
employees’ organisations 
leading the protests issued 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee stated on Wednesday that 
solution to the Naga political issue 
will come only when an answer to 
the plebiscite of  1951 is found with 
the participation of  all concerned.  

"GOIs decision for inclusive-
ness of  all stakeholders in the nego-
tiations is an opportunity. Ceasefire 
and talks with began with the offer 
to “talk with no conditions”. All 
stake holders should feel free to talk 
and there should be no condition 
whatsoever. People want early solu-
tion but solution will be only when 
an answer to the Plebiscite is found 
with the participation of  all stake-
holders, " stated the president of  the 
NPCC K Therie.

He also stated that the NPCC 
do 'appreciat'e the progress made in 
the peace efforts and believes in the 
policyof  non-violence to resolve the 
political problem.

"It was NPCC who pleaded 
Rajiv Gandhi to offer talks without 
pre-conditions and he offered talks 
without pre-conditions on 19th 
May 1991 in the Dimapur Local 
Ground. It was P.V. Narasimharo, 
the then P.M. of  India who landed 
at Dimapur Stadium to fulfil the 
olive branch offer and as PM, he 
offered talks with no conditions 
on 26th Feb 1996 at Dimapur Sta-
dium."

While appreciating the gov-
ernment for willingness to initi-
ate dialogue with all stakeholders, 

the NPCC also urged the NNC/
FGN led by Adino Phizo and the 
NSCN(K) to participate in the dia-
logue. 

The NPCC also took a jibe at 
their rivals  by stating that  political 
leaders should not 'mislead' the Na-
gas by saying that the talks is in the 
"right direction for the last 20 years; 
it is coming soon; perhaps will be 
announced on Republic Day, 15th 
August, before Christmas and so 
on". 

"We don’t want to call you 
cheater or liar. If  you don’t know, 
be honest to the people."

He also viewed that the govern-
ment has no "sufficient grounds to 
defer election" and that it will not 
create "unsustainable precedence."

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 22 (EMN): The 
Leader of  the Naga People’s 
Front legislature party of  Dr. 
Shürhozelie’s group, Küzholüzo 
Nienu made a fervent appeal to 
the NSCN(K) and the NNC led 
by Adinno Phizo to join the on-
going peace process so that the 
political problems of  the Nagas 
would be solved once and for 
all.

“The Indo-Naga political 
talks have reached such a crucial 
stage that needs to be taken seri-
ously by all concerned. Our years 
of  struggle have definitely borne 
fruits. However, the solution must 
be inclusive and it should be hon-
ourable and acceptable,” Nienu 
said while speaking at the NPF 
general convention at Kohima lo-
cal ground on November 22.

“As an elected member, it is 
my bounden duty to appreciate 
and congratulate all those in-
volved in the ongoing talks. The 
fulfilment of  these dreams is ul-
timately the achievement of  the 
NPF party’s objective as well,” 
Nienu remarked.

On the political imbroglio 
and division within the NPF 
party which he termed it as the 
‘grand old party’, Nienu said that 

the present turmoil is having its 
negative impact by weakening 
and disintegrating the NPF fam-
ily and further by creating confu-
sion among the Nagas.

“This fragmentation within 
the NPF family is breaking the 
very backbone of  the party and 
for which we must act now be-
fore it is too late,” he said. Nienu 
also pointed out that trust deficit 
has become their greatest con-
cern as of  now, and the reason 
for our division.

“Our party has suffered be-
trayal and treason of  the highest 
degree. Our own party leaders 
and MLAs rebelled against the 
party, a party they all vowed and 
vouched for to stand by,” Nienu 
said and regarded the conduct as 
“unjustifiable.”

“There are habits, courtesies 
and unwritten codes of  decency 
and honour that should govern 
the behaviour of  every legislator 
or politician. We are responsible 
for the mess we have created, the 
cost of  which is corroding public 
trust and demeaning politics,” 
Nienu said, while he advised the 
party workers stating that it is 
time to put aside the differences 
and solve the problems.

“We must address the root 

cause and learn lessons from our 
past and recent failures. We can 
grow in strength and wisdom. 
As a leader, we must pay close 
attention to the impact of  our ac-
tions on people’s well being and 
to respect the rights, dignity and 
views of  the electorates. The peo-
ple have invested their trust is us 
and expect the highest standard 
of  integrity from us,” he told his 
fellow leaders. “What we do or 
decide today will determine the 
future course of  our party. As a 
responsible party mandated by 
the people for three consecutive 
terms, let us have a forgiving 
heart and let us welcome back 
any friends who see the error in 
themselves.”

Echoing the words of  Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, Nienu 
also welcomed the suggestion 
that it is time for young energetic 
leaders to come into the frontline 
of  the NPF party.

“Indeed, it is time to usher in 
a new era for the restoration of  
the party, an era for the youth, 
an era of  doing what works best. 
Let us take measures and steps to 
consolidate and cultivate good 
young leaders who will walk the 
talk and shine with God’s wis-
dom to lead Nagas in the near 

future,” Nienu remarked.
Stating that the party, for too 

long, have been played around by 
some unprincipled individuals 
who had and have ulterior mo-
tives to break the once unwaver-
ing and indisputable NPF party, 
he challenged the party men and 
women to sacrifice, commit and 
dedicate themselves more than 
ever.

Swu asks Rio's group 
which party they belong to

MLA Vikheho Swu on 
Wednesday asked the NPF leg-
islators of  Neiphiu Rio’s group 
to come out clear to which party 
they belong to.

Speaking at the NPF general 
convention at Kohima, Swu said 
many meetings were being held 
simultaneously in all the districts 
across the state under the ini-
tiative of  the other NPF leaders 
who defected from the party.

“I was told that NPF meet-
ings were being held today in all 
the districts. Though they claim 
to be NPF, many of  them (lead-
ers) belong to the NDPP,” Swu 
said mentioning that these lead-
ers cannot lead the Nagas by cre-
ating confusion.

“They are creating confusion. 

They claim to be NPF, but some-
times they are NDPP. If  they are 
NDPP, let them declare them-
selves,” Swu stated and went on 
to say that the ECI will come to 
know the truth after the report 
of  Wednesday’s general conven-
tion.

Stating that many party work-
ers have made their presence at 
Kohima without their elected 
leader, he encouraged them not 
to be disheartened, but to stand 
for what is right.

“Let us search for what is 
right and not who is right,” Swu 
said while he slammed the NPF 
leaders in the other camp for cre-
ating divisions on tribal identity.

“With truth on our side, we 
will fight against the injustices. 
The 12th assembly has proved 
to be an unstable house, but 
this is a blessing in disguise,” he 
said making a reference of  the 
‘unconstitutional government’ 
headed by TR Zeliang.

MLA Swu also thanked the 
party workers for standing firm 
on what is right by sticking to the 
party’s principles and ideologies, 
while he also termed this year’s 
general convention as a red letter 
day for the party in its journey to 
serve the Naga people.

a press release to the media 
on Wednesday. 

The CANSSEA, Fed-
eration of  Nagaland State 
Engineers Service Associa-
tions (FONSESA), Naga-
land Secretariat Service 
Association (NSSA) and 
the Nagaland Finance &Ac-
counts Services Association 
(NF&ASA) are said to have 
conducted a joint meeting 
on Nov. 22 at the Civil Sec-
retariat in Kohima town. 

The organisations have 
resolved to continue with 
the ongoing pen down strike 
till Nov. 24. “It is reiterated 
that the office bearers of  all 
associations under the um-

brella of  the four associa-
tions ensures that the strike 
is strictly enforced in its re-
spective offices.”

The groups informed 
also that the proposed meet-
ing with the cabinet sub-
committee on Nov. 22 was 
postponed as intimated to 
the four associations by the 
Home commissioner's of-
fice. 

“The second phase of  
agitation in the form of  mass 
casual leave of  3 days will be 
enforced w.e.f  27/11/2017 
till the government recom-
mends the empanelled list 
to the DoPT/UPSC for se-
lection into IAS.”

A reported meeting 
on Nov. 22 called by the 
convenor of  the cabinet 
subcommittee with the as-
sociations “after expiry of  
the dateline i.e 21., 11-17 re-
grettably never took place,” 
the press release stated.

Further, the four as-
sociations have ‘rubbished 
the press statement and the 
derogatory accusations of  
the convener of  the cabinet 
sub-committee as rendered 
in the local dailies on 22"d 
November 201 7 which is 
unbecoming of  a senior 
minister and more so as the 
convenor to diffuse the on-
going crises.’



‘ECI will uphold democratic principles in 
delivering judgement on cock symbol issue’ 

Garos celebrate Wangala festival

Dr. Ben Wati legacy talk held in Jorhat

ANDMSA district units endorse pen-down agitation

Mokokchung, Peren bid adieu to outgoing DCs
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Kohima police 
nab two car lifters

A section of party men pose for the lens during the consultative neet-cum annual picnic at Viswema on Tusday.

Participants from Manipur and Dimapur with resource persons after the talk in Jorhat.

The outgoing and incoming Deputy Commissioner of Mokokchung. The outgoing and incoming Deputy Commisioner Phek with district officials during the farewell programme on Tuesday in Phek.

Cultural troupes presenting a dance during the Wangala festival at Samaguri village in Dimapur.

Media ID cards for president’s visit
In view of the president of India’s visit to Nagalaland 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 1, it has informed that there will 
be photographic session for issue of photo ID cards for 
personnel on duty w.e.f. Nov. 23 from 10 a.m. at Room 
No. 326, PHQ, Kohima. In this connection, media persons 
wishing to cover the event have been informed to forward 
their names and particulars to the office of the DIPR, in 
written, at the earliest for onward submission to PHQ. 

Jamir to inaugurate Sakhi-One 
Stop Centre in Kohima
Parliamentary Secretary for Social Welfare Merentoshi 
R Jamir will inaugurate Sakhi-One Stop Centre, Kohima 
on Nov. 25, 10 a.m. at the premises of the Directorate of 
Social Welfare on the occasion of International Day for 
the elimination of Violence against Women. 

Sate to host NE regional dental 
conference
The Indian Dental Association Nagaland state branch 
will be hosting the 10th North East Regional Dental 
Conference  under the theme “Precision and excellence 
for optimal health care” on  Nov. 29 and 30 at Capital 
Convention Centre in Kohima. 

Transport dept. notifies on 
digitised registration 
The Transport department has notified that non-digitised 
vehicle registrations and driving licenses are to be 
digitised on or before April 30 2018, failing which the 
same shall be nullified.

KDSC and coaches meet
A meeting has been convened with Kohima District Sports 
Council and sports associations’ president or coach of 
Kohima district on Nov. 24, 3 p.m. at the Conference Hall 
of the Deputy Commissioner, Kohima in connection with 
the upcoming 1st Nagaland Olympics 2017. President 
ASA & RSA (Athletics) Kohima, president/coach Archery,  
Boxing, Badminton, Football, Lawn Tennis, SepakTakraw, 
Table Tennis, Taekwondo, Volleyball Association Kohima, 
Wrestling, and Wushu are requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

Ex-servicemen rally in dimapur 
A rally for ex-servicemen/widows of Dimapur district is 
being organised under aegis of HQ 3 Corps on Dec.12 
at 71 Engineer Regiment, Walford area adjacent to 
Mahindra Apex Motor Showroom in Dimapur. All ex-
servicemen/widows are invited. For registration all 
concerned have been requested to Zila Sainik Welfare 
office/ (Sainik Bhawan). All are requested to reach the 
venue by 9 a.m. along with identity cards. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The ECI will uphold the 

democratic principle while 
delivering its judgement 

in the issue of  party cock 
symbol, said the Parlia-

mentary Secretary for 
Economics & Statistics & 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 19.2 11.6 11.9 68 NIL

ZBT 21.4 14.6 19.3 94 NIL

MON 26 14 12.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 19 15.2 16.8 82 NIL

MKG 22.4 17 17 83 NIL

PHEK 19.8 9.4 9.7 96 NIL

KIPHIRE 23.2 10.2 13.2 93 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 12 12 63 NIL

TSEMINYU 23.2 15 12.7 60 NIL

JALUKIE 23 16 18.5 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 26.8 18.6 19.7 79 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

SCERT Kropol Vitsu.
The legislator, who 

represents Southern An-
gami- II A/C, said this 
while addressing the NPF 
15 Southern Angami- II 
AC consultative meet cum 
annual picnic at K Khel 
local ground, Viswema 
village on Tuesday.

Vitsu also said that the 
Government of  India will 
sincerely resolve the long 
protracted Naga political 
issue at the earliest as de-
sire by the Nagas. 

He also affirmed that 
the constituency would 
continue to support the 
leadership of  MP Lok Sab-
ha Neiphi-u Rio and Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang. 

All the party men at 
the meeting also endorsed 
to extend full support to 
Rio and Zeliang, the re-
lease stated.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
Kohima Police have arrested 
two vehicle lifters namely 
Rohim Uddin (21 yrs), son 
of Saidul Rakman of Lutu-
mari goan, Kachua, Nagoan, 
Assam, currently residing at 
6th Mile Chumukedima 
and Mone Dehiangia (23 
yrs), son of  Nila Dehingia 
of Dehiangia goan, Moran, 
Dibrugarh, Assam.

According to Sr. Superin-
tendent of  Police Vekhosa 
Chakhesang

The duo has been arrested 
in connection with the theft 
of  a truck bearing registra-
tion No. NL01A-9602 from 
Peducha village.

A case has been registered 
at Sechü (Zubza) for further 
investigation.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland Ministerial Service 
Association (ANDMSA) Ko-
hima unit, as directed by the 
ANDMSA, general meeting held 
on Nov. 21, resolved to support 
the proposed pen-down and com-
puter shut down state wide agita-
tion from Nov. 27 to 29 due to 
indifferent attitude of  the state 
government towards the genuine 
demands made by ANDMSA. 
For further quires one may contact 
vice-president (07630980491) and 
information and publicity secre-
tary (07630099004). 

Zunheboto: In response to 

the clarion call of  the ANDMSA 
parent body, the Zunheboto unit 
through its president and general 
secretary informed that the unit 
would be strictly enforcing a three-
day pen-down and computer shut-
down agitation scheduled from 
27 to 29. The unit has requested 
all DDOs and staff  of  various 
departments to cooperate and also 
appealed to the general public of  
Zunheboto district to bear with the 
inconveniences. 

The unit directed members 
not to submit any pay bills to the 
Treasury office and also not to al-
low clerical works to be performed 

by any other non-clerical staffs. 
Officials of the unit along with 

volunteers from member depart-
ments would be keeping strict 
vigil on all govt. offices including 
Treasury office, banks, Revenue 
dept. in order to avoid unwanted 
situations, the release informed. 
All concerned are asked to strictly 
adhere and participate in the pro-
posed agitation.

Dimapur: The ANDMSA 
Dimapur unit has extended its 
support to a three-day pen-down 
and computer shut agitation called 
by ANDMSA, due to the non 
fulfilment of its 3-point charter of  

demands namely- 
Amalgamation of district and 

directorate ministerial cadre into 
common ministerial cadre or res-
toration of 60:40 en-cadre policy 
from district to directorate; re- des-
ignation and elevation of HA and 
Sr. HA to district superintendent 
class-I and assistant district super-
intendent class-II; and creation of  
district superintendent class-I (Sr. 
HA) and assistant district superin-
tendent Class-II (SDHA) in all the 
independent DDOs of district and 
sub division. 

Further, the unit pressed upon 
the manpower rationalization 

committee to re examine their 
genuine demand in order to avoid 
further escalation of  stir and 
agitation by the district ministe-
rial staff.

Meanwhile, the ANDMSA 
Dimapur unit convene an emer-
gency general meeting on Nov. 25, 
1p.m. at Tourist Lodge Dimapur. 
Therefore, al its member are re-
quested to attend the meeting 
positively. All concerned depart-
ment and representative have been 
requested to bring membership 
and welfare fund for the year 
2016 (Rs. 500 per head) during 
the meeting.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): The Garos of  
Nagaland celebrated Wangala, a post har-
vest festival on Nov. 21 ember at Samaguri 
village. The event was organised by the 
Wangala Celebration Committee in asso-
ciation with Nagaland Garo Tribal Council 
(NGTC) Garo Students’ Union Nagaland 
Zone (GSUNZ) Garo Mothers’ Associa-
tion Nagaland (GMAN) and All Nagaland 
Garo National Association (ANGA) and 
host by Samaguri village with the theme 
“Our culture is the soul of our tribe”. 

The festival was graced by Advocate 
K Lun Tungnung, president Indigenous 
Minority Tribes of  Nagaland (IMTN) as 
chief  guest; Tengsak G Momin, president 
Garo Students’ Union, Central Executive 
Committee (CEC) Tura Meghalaya as guest 
of honor; and Manseng Sangma, assistant 
secretary North East Students Organization 
(NESO) as special guest. 

The celebration commenced with 
invocation prayer by Pastor Garo Baptist 
Church Chumukedima, Eltish D Sangma. 
Welcome song by samaguri village while 
welcome address was delivered by Prodip 
D Sabgma, convenor Wangala Celebration 

Committee and significance of the festival 
was delivered by Cliff  D Sangma, president 
Garo Students’ Union Nagaland Zone. 

The chief guest in his address highlight-
ed about grievances of  minority tribes of  
Nagaland. He urged the Garos of Nagaland 
to be united and work hand in hand with 
other minority tribes of Nagaland as they 
are indigenous recognised tribes of  Naga-
land and share a common history. He also 
highlighted the visions and achievements of  
Indigenous Minority Tribes of Nagaland. 

 Guest of  honour urged the Garos of  
Nagaland to preserve their culture and tra-
dition as it is the main foundation of being 
a tribal. “We should be proud of our rich 
culture and history,” he added. Further, he 
also assured the gathering to extend every 
possible help from the Garos of Meghalaya 
in times of need. 

Other highlights of  the programme 
included Wangala dance by Ekaranipathar 
and Samaguri villages, Garo folk music 
by Samaguri youths followed by A’Chik 
female voice from Garo Student Union 
Dimapur Town unit, Indigenous games by 
Eralibill youths.

not enough. God help us to 
find more effectual means 
of holistically equipping the 
future leaders of His people, 
that they might both preach 
and live the Word of  God 
with integrity, growing more 
and more in Christ-likeness,” 
she added.

 In his response, senior 
Lecturer CTC Dr. Visakuo-
lie Vakha, called upon the 
gathering to bear in mind 
that the main issue of the pa-
per is not on the question of  
whether it is there or absent, 
but” that debate we all know 
would be almost pointless 
leading us to nowhere. Dr. 
Perry’s paper must be re-

ceived with a deep sense of  
appreciation for bringing out 
some stark realities of  the 
existing theological training 
programmes making us to 
re-discuss as to how we can 
do better, she added.

The participants also 
had intense discussions on 
the questions raised by the 
presenters and respondents. 
A significant outcome from 
the discussions was the re-
alization about the need to 
address or re-address the is-
sues of mentoring and spir-
itual discipline in a proac-
tive manner in theological 
institutions, and more im-
portantly to develop a cul-

ture that works towards the 
holistic development of the 
individual, the church and 
the community. An inspir-
ing outcome of this legacy 
talk was the response of  
one of the participants who, 
compelled by his findings, 
made a decision to mentor 
his students intentionally 
in his College, the release 
stated.

In his closing remark, 
Rev. Dr. Pau mentioned that 
these characteristics of men-
toring and spiritual discipline 
were hallmarks of Wati’s life 
and ministry: a legacy that 
should be continued through 
generations. 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): Mokokchung 
district organised a farewell programme 
for the outgoing Deputy Commissioner 
Mokokchung, Sushil Kumar Patel on Tues-
day at Town Hall, Mokokchung.

The outgoing DC in his speech said 
Mokokchung is a place where everyone 
could feel at home because of the hospital-
ity of its people.

During his stay in Mokokchung as DC 
for more than three years, Kumar said many 
challenges and issues such as natural calam-
ities and turbulence in the border areas have 
come up but everything was managed and 
resolved through the support and contribu-
tion of  the administrative officers, police, 
NGOs and most importantly the people of  
the district. He said everything was made 
possible because of team work.

Kumar also mentioned that Mokokc-
hung is one district in the state where all 

the departments are functioning as it should 
be. He thanked the staff  of  DC office for 
being punctual and efficient and also men-
tioned his appreciation towards heads of  
offices in the district for their support and 
co-operation.

Short speeches were delivered by the 
incoming Deputy Commissioner Sachin 
Jaiswal, Er. N Yanger Pongen on behalf  
of  DPDB members, Er. Temsuwati on 
behalf  of OCM, President Ao Senden, Im-
liyanger, ADC Imtiwapang Aier on behalf  
of  Administrative officers, PA to DC -1  
Zulunungsang on behalf  of  the Dobashis 
and Meyilemla UDA on behalf  of DC of-
fice staff.

Meanwhile, Peren district also bade 
farewell to outgoing DC Zarenthung 
Ezung and also welcomed the new DC 
Peren Smita Sarangi at the function held 
on Tuesday at the DPDB Conference Hall 

New Hq. Peren.
In his farewell speech, the outgoing DC 

appreciated the cooperation and support 
rendered to him by officers, NGOs and 
public even during his second inning as the 
Deputy Commissioner. He also expressed 
that memories of  his stay at Peren will 
always stay close to his heart.

He said half  of his time as an adminis-
trative officer was spent on land disputes, 
having little or no time for other develop-
mental activities. He advised the people to 
change their mind-set for better co-ordina-
tion within them by way of  solving their 
differences mutually under the guidance of  
the apex NGOs etc. 

The incoming DC Smita Sarangi, in 
her speech greeted the people of  the dis-
trict with a warm heart and said that she 
is happy to be back with new assignment. 
She is well acquainted with the district, she 

added but she might not be able to live up to 
the high expectations of the people.

On behalf  of  administration officers, 
ADC Peren S Tainu said the outgoing 
DC was a fatherly figure to the people of  
Peren district. She described him as an able 
administrator.

ADC Tening Holohon also described 
the outgoing DC as sincere, devoted and 
a person with positive attitude and also a 
guide to his junior officers and staffs. 

On behalf  of  DPDB members DPO 
Peren Daniel said despite of many ups and 
downs, he was firm and described him as 
humble, honest and dedicated officer. 

Short speeches were also delivered by 
Namtsi head DB on behalf  of  Dobashis, 
Rammi Ndang on behalf  of  DCs staff, 
Zeliangrong Baudi, Zeliangrong Mipui 
Organization, President GB Association 
Peren and others.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The 2nd Rev. Dr. I Ben Wati 
Legacy Talk organised by 
ELIM Resource Centre 
(ERC), Guwahati in partner-
ship with Eastern Theologi-
cal College, Jorhat was held 
on Nov. 18 at ETC Campus, 
Jorhat, Assam. 

Representatives from 
Clark Theological College 
(Aolijen), Manipur Theo-
logical College (Manipur), 
Oriental Theological Semi-
nary (Dimapur) and host 
Eastern Theological College 
attended this legacy talk. 

In her welcome address, 
Director ERC Lucy Pau, 
said Ben’s legacy talk was or-
ganised to bring to mind the 
testament of how his life has 
impacted many Christian 
leaders from across denomi-
nations and organisations, 
and to encourage the young-
er generations to emulate his 
life and ministry.

Senior Consultant (DAI) 
Rev. Dr. Ngul Khan Pau, 
in his paper “The need of  
mentoring in theological in-
stitution,” mentioned “while 
it is true that intellectual 
growth is a result of informa-
tion, holistic growth requires 
much more than the im-
partation of information. It 
needs an exhortation to ap-
ply that information in life’s 
situations…..it is dangerous 
when there is no mentoring 
relationship and teaching 

and learning has become a 
mere intellectual exercise. It 
is, therefore, important for 
theological seminaries to 
rediscover ways to introduce 
mentoring as an essential 
tool for the holistic forma-
tion of their students. It is the 
right and privilege of every 
minister called by God to 
learn the joy and challenges 
of ministry in the context of  
meaningful mentoring rela-
tionship with God and with 
one another, as they live out 
their calling as representa-
tives of God”.

In response to Rev. Dr. 
Pau’s paper, Principal OTS 
Dr. Joshua Lorin said, the 
paper provokes the ques-
tion: As theological educa-
tors, how are we doing on 
a deeper tone and what 
should we be doing anyway. 
To this he said “a sense of  
crisis concerning the main 
directions and practices 
of  theological education 
in our context….we must 
attend more carefully to 
preparing people for our 
church and society.”

The second paper on the 
topic “The need for spiritual 
discipline in the theological 
college context” was present-
ed by South Asia Director 
DAI Dr. Cindy L Perry. She 
said a primarily academic 
approach, imparting Bibli-
cal knowledge, doctrines, 
theology, is important, but 
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Advisor of Food and Civil Supplies, Nuklutoshi, addressing the NPF 
workers under Mokokchung division during its annual execu ve 
mee ng on November 22.
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(L-R) Dr. Yan Murry, Hongba Phom and Thungbemo Murry at the Agri 
Expo in Dimapur.

EM Images

Youth members of Kushiabill Sumi Bap st Church engaging in polishing 
shoes during the dignity of labour ini a ve.

EE Pangteang (6th from le ) and Naiba Konyak (5th from right) and other NPF officials during its annual 
execu ve mee ng in Mon town on November 22.

Political solution is key to present crisis: Nuklutoshi NPF Dimapur endorses clean election 

KSBA dignity of labour initiative concludes

NPF Mon holds executive meet

Nagaland’s first international trade expo from Nov. 24

KGPO bans 
taxations

Chobhathung Odyuo declares candidature

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Nov. 22 
(EMN): With unprece-
dented unrest on all fronts- 
politically and socially in 
the State, Advisor of  Food 
and Civil Supplies, Nuklu-
toshi, opined that solving 
the Naga political issue 
is the only answer to the 
present crises.

Addressing the annual 
executive meeting of  NPF, 
Mokokchung division on 
November 22, Nuklutoshi, 
who is also the newly ap-
pointed division in-charge, 
said that Naga political is-
sue should be solved first in 
order to bring about stabil-
ity and peace in the State.

Nuklutoshi appealed 
the Government of  In-
dia to declare its decision 
before the State general 
election if  they are totally 
committed and serious 
towards solving the old-
est political problem in 
Northeast India.

“We are ready to vacate 
our chairs for the Naga 
political solution,” he as-
serted.

The legislator also 
warned that the next 
State government would 
face bigger crisis than the 
present government if  the 
solution does not arrive 
before the general election. 
He felt that with the final 
solution to the Naga po-
litical issue, peace would 
come to prevail in the land 

K-1453

and encourage big compa-
nies to invest thereby solve 
the unemployment prob-
lem.

He also appealed the 
party workers to urge for 
Nagaland political solu-
tion first before the elec-
tion. The advisor further 
sought unity among the 
various Naga organisations 
including ENPO, Naga 
Hoho, CNTC etc., to fulfil 
the aspiration of  the future 
generation.

“Unless and until the 
Naga people are united as 
one, we cannot ask other 
NNPGs to join the main-
stream for political talk,” 

Nuklutoshi said, adding 
that Naga should have a 
common platform adding 
it is the responsibility of  the 
people to bring the NSCN 
(K) to the mainstream to 
join the Naga political dia-
logue.    

On present NPF crisis 
between Neiphiu Rio and 
Dr Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
groups, Nuklutoshi felt 
that instead of  pointing 
fingers at one another they 
should come together cut-
ting across their differences 
and save the oldest and 
strongest regional party in 
the Northeast states.

Earlier, NPF Mokok-

chung division president, 
Rongsenmongba Jamir, 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress, while representa-
tives from the ten assembly 
constituencies tendered 
their annual reports.  The 
meeting was attended by 
officials from NPF central 
and party workers from the 
ten assembly constituen-
cies under Mokokchung 
district.

Meanwhile, NPF 
Mokokchung division has 
welcomed the appoint-
ment of  Nuklutoshi as divi-
sion in-charge and C Apok 
Jamir as assistant in-charge 
of  Mokokchung division.

NPF Mokokchung di-
vision also re-affirmed to 
support the leadership of  
NPF president Neiphiu 
Rio and the chief  minis-
ter TR Zeliang to lead the 
party.

NPF Mokokchung di-
vision also resolved and 
welcomed the initiative 
taken by the chief  minister 
TR Zeliang for convening 
meeting of  all political par-
ties to pressurise the Gov-
ernment of  India towards 
resolving the ongoing polit-
ical process with the NSCN 
(IM) and other NNPGs for 
early Indo- Naga political 
settlement before the State 
general election scheduled 
early next year.  

NPF Mokokchung 
division has reiterated its 
earlier decision on October 

24, 2017, wherein an eight 
members was set up led by 
Lok Sabha MP and NPF 
president Niephiu Rio, and 
the chief  minister TR Ze-
liang to pursue vigorously 
with the Election Commis-
sion of  India for quick de-
livery of  justice toward the 
“Cock” symbol to the NPF 
let by Niephiu Rio and TR 
Zeliang, who command 
an overwhelming majority 
and support from both the 
legislative wing and the or-
ganisation structures of  the 
NPF party.

NPF Mokokchung di-
vision also fully endorsed 
the five point resolutions 
adopted by the Parliamen-
tary Working Committee 
on November 17, 2017, 
wherein the members of  
the Nagaland Legislative 
Forum had endorsed for 
an honourable, acceptable 
and inclusive settlement 
of  the Indo-Naga political 
issue.

Meanwhile, NPF 
Mokokchung division ap-
pealed to all the NPF party 
rank and file to cohesively 
run the affairs of  the party 
and further appealed to the 
party legislator to extend 
its unwavering support 
and guidance to the vari-
ous party organisations/
divisions/assembly con-
stituencies for a smooth 
functioning with an aim to 
scale further height of  the 
NPF party.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Nov. 22: NPF Dimapur divi-
sion on Wednesday extended its unreserved 
support to the just cause of “Clean Elec-
tion Campaign” of the Nagaland Christian 
Forum led by Nagaland Baptist Churches 
Council (NBCC) in its fight against the un-
desirable and unwanted elements which 
frequently takes place during election. 

The support for “Clean Election Cam-
paign” was adopted as part of its five point 
resolutions at the annual consultative meet-
ing held at Town Hall Dimapur.  

The party has reiterated its October 
24 decision wherein an eight member was 
set up led by the NPF party president and 
Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu Rio, and the chief  
minister TR Zeliang to pursue vigorously 
with the Election Commission of  India 
for quick delivery of  justice to award the 
‘cock’ symbol. The members stated that 
NPF led by Rio and Zeliang, which com-
manded an overwhelming majority and 
support from the legislators and organisa-
tional structure of  the party, deserve the 
party’s ‘cock’ symbol.

The party has endorsed the five point 
resolutions adopted by the Parliamentary 
Working Committee on November 17 
wherein the members of the Nagaland Leg-
islators Forum deliberated for an honour-
able, acceptable and inclusive settlement of  
the Indo-Naga political issue. 

The NPF Dimapur division appealed 
the NPF part rank and file to cohesively run 
the affairs of the party and further appealed 
to the party legislators to extend its unwa-

vering support and guidance to the various 
party organisations, divisions, assembly 
constituency for the smooth functioning 
with an aim to scale furthermore success of  
the NPF party. 

The Dimapur division NPF party fur-
ther recommitted its previous resolutions 
passed by both the legislative wing and the 
party organisations and reiterated its sup-
port and renewed its allegiance to the party 
led by Rio and Zeliang. 

Parliamentary Secretary of Municipal 
Affairs Zhaleo Rio asserted that ‘the merger 
of Congress legislators with the NPF was 
a breakthrough for Dimapur NPF’ while 
affirming to extend all possible support to 
strengthen the party. 

Recounting the September 20, 2017, 
NPF general convention held in Dimapur, 
the legislator reminded the party that the 
Rio led NPF party has 109 central office 
bearers and Central Executive Council 
(CEC) members out of 161. ‘This proves 
the strength of the party and we are expect-
ing justice from ECI as a democratic coun-
try,’ communicated Rio.

The legislator has also endorsed solving 
the Naga political issue before the next State 
general election. “We want to be pragmatic 
with the Naga political issue”, he conveyed. 

NPF Central vice president Kakuto 
Shohe, in his brief address, acknowledged 
that all are equally responsible for the mess. 
“With crisis after crisis, it is not only the leg-
islators but every individual is responsible 
for the incessant crisis that we are witness-
ing,” stated Shohe.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
In the backdrop of National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
victimising the government 
officials on allegations of  
terror funding, Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) has held 
the NPF-BJP government 
in the State responsible for 
adopting a policy to facili-
tate and support the ongo-
ing peace process without 
any tangible thoughts.

A press release issued 
by NPCC through its me-
dia cell has accused the 
NPF-BJP government of  
conveniently abdicating 
their responsibility rather 
than protecting the lives and 
rights of the people. 

Stating that the chief  
minister and his council 
of ministers have become 
mute spectator by allowing 
officers to compromise with 
extortion demands, NPCC 
has urged the government 
employees especially the 
senior officers to come out 

with truth as they have 
served under the directives 
of NPF-BJP government.

NPCC admitted that 
there is no subject in Naga-
land who has not paid ille-
gal tax. NPCC pointed out 
that it is not only the gov-
ernment employees or gov-
ernment agencies that have 
succumbed to extortion de-
mands, adding all business 
establishments, contractors, 
suppliers and even village 
councils were at the receiv-
ing end.

It pointed out that many 
senior government officials 
and prominent business-
men in the past were assas-
sinated for not being able 
to meet the extortion de-
mands, adding some were 
kidnapped for ransom run-
ning into crores of rupees. 

Seeing the plight of the 
people and the government 
employees caught between 
the devil and the deep blue 
sea, NPCC stated that it 
would not remain silent and 

let things deteriorate to the 
point of no return. NPCC 
iterated that it would not 
tolerate victimisation of  
government officials and the 
people of Nagaland due to 
callousness of the NPF-BJP 
government that has failed 
to convince its political mas-
ters in Delhi. NPCC cau-
tioned that the doublespeak 
by the GoI about its serious-
ness in resolving the Naga 
political problem while 
unleashing the NIA on the 
hapless government officials 
would not be tolerated.

NPCC further demand-
ed the NIA to go into the 
root cause of succumbing 
to extortion demands rather 
harass government em-
ployees. “The real masters 
who are responsible for loss 
of hundreds of firearms, 
thousands of ammunition 
rounds and who have al-
lowed extortion to be sys-
tematised cannot be insu-
lated from the long arms of  
law,” NPCC stated added.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
Department of  Youth 
Ministry, Kushiabill Sumi 
Baptist Church (KSBA) re-
cently conducted a dignity 
of  labour initiative on the 
theme “I will show you my 
faith by my work (James 
2:18).”

Keeping in mind the 
need to inculcate work eth-
ics and dignity of  labour, 
the Department of  Youth 
Ministry ventured into the 
streets of  Dimapur to sell 
juice, tea, handcrafts made 
by them. In addition, other 
services such as polishing 
shoes, facials and massage, 
cleaning of  streets, hair 
cutting, domestic chores, 
and recycling were also 
rendered to the public all 
through this year. These 
activities were done not to 
raise funds but highlight 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
Advisor of State Lottery 
and NBDA, Naiba Kon-
yak has appealed the NPF 
party workers under Mon 
division to continue their 
support to its president 
Neiphiu Rio and the chief  
minister TR Zeliang stating 
that the party has a majority 
support of legislators and 
constitutionally right.

Naiba made this appeal 
during the annual execu-
tive meeting of  NPF Mon 
division on November 22 
at council hall, Mon town. 
Stating that in democracy 
the majority always prevail, 
he expressed confidence 
that ‘cock’ symbol would 
be given its party headed 
by Neiphiu Rio. He further 
requested the party work-

ers to be steadfast and work 
harder. 

EE Pangteang, RD min-
ister and Mon in- charge, 
appealed to the party work-
ers not to be confused with 
the present scenario but 
instead work for the NPF 
party under the leadership 
of Neiphiu Rio and TR Ze-
liang for all round develop-
ment of the State.

Meanwhile, the NPF 
Mon division has resolved 
to support the leadership of  
its president Neiphiu Rio 
and the chief  minister TR 
Zeliang. NPF Mon divi-
sion comprising all its fron-
tal organisations namely 
women wing, youth wing, 
farmers wing along with 
nine assembly constitu-
encies have unanimously 

reaffirmed to support the 
party as in the past.

The house also resolved 
to vigorously work for re-
strengthening the party or-
ganisation at all levels and 
face the next general elec-
tion 2018 with confidence.

The house also reaf-
firmed to co-operate and 
walk the path determined 
by NPF central under the 
leadership of  its president 
Neiphiu Rio, working pres-
ident A Nyemnyei Kon-
yak, and the chief  minister 
TR Zeliang.

P Pohwang, parlia-
mentary secretary; Chin-
gao, general secretary 
NPF central; and H Pojok 
Konyak, president NPF 
Mon division, also spoke 
at the programme.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov 22: The 
Business Association of  
Nagas (BAN) is organising 
the state’ first ever Interna-
tional Trade expo (NITex). 
The event, being organised 
with the support of  the 
government of  Nagaland, 
is set to begin on Nov 24 
and will continue till Nov 
30. The event will be from 
11 am till 8 pm at the Agri 
Expo site in Dimapur. 

Participants in the busi-
ness exposition include 
companies from India and 
the ASEAN countries; 
export/business promo-
tion agencies in India and 
neighbouring countries; 
Nagaland-based entrepre-
neurs, Nagaland govern-
ment departments, central 
government organizations 
promoting small or me-
dium sized enterprises etc.

Thungbemo Murry, 
president of  the BAN, said 
during a press conference 
on Wednesday that the 
expo will be to connect 
and help the experience of  
‘what business connectivity 
is about.’

“Though there are 
many challenges, infrastruc-
tural drawbacks and hin-
drances, BAN is still going 
ahead with the expo with all 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 
(EMN): Kuhuboto Gha-
khu Public Organisation 
(KGPO) has resolved to 
stop all kinds of  ‘illegal 
taxation’ by all Naga Po-
litical Groups (NPGs) 
within Kuhuboto jurisdic-
tion with immediate effect 
failing which it decided to 
take its own course of  ac-
tion as deemed fit.

The resolution to this 
effect was taken unani-
mously in a joint meet-
ing of  KGPO along with 
its frontal organisations 
including Head GBs, 
GBs, council chairmen, 
council secretaries and 
VDB secretaries at Suhoi 
village on November 6. 
The resolution was a re-
affirmation of  KGPO 
earlier resolution adopted 
in 2015- 2016 wherein it 
resolved to ban all sort 
of  illegal taxations under 
KGPO jurisdiction. 

KGPO media cell has 
appealed to all NPG au-
thorities to advice their 
cadres to refrain from 
indulging in such illegal 
activities with immediate 
effect. 

The house also re-
solved to stop plying of  
all commercial vehicles- 
medium or heavy- on 
Sundays under Kuhuboto 
jurisdiction. It cautioned 
that KGPO would seize 
any vehicle found plying 
on Sundays and take ac-
tion as per the law of  the 
land. 

KGPO further warned 
any individual indulg-
ing in transferring of  
government servants in 
Kuhuboto sub-division 
for their individual inter-
est, adding serious action 
would be taken against 
anybody found in such 
activities. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 22 (EMN): Chob-
hathung Odyuo from 37th Tyui As-
sembly Constituency has officially 
declared his candidature to contest in 
the upcoming election on November 
22. Chobhathung Odyuo made this 
declaration during a programme held 
at Yikhum village football ground.

Speaking on the occasion, Ody-
uo has sought forgiveness for any 
past mistakes. He has sought coop-
eration from his native villagers and 
the people of  the constituency by 
ensuring his victory and to enable 
him work for the uplift and welfare 
of  the people in the constituency. 
Stating that politics transcends be-

yond individual, village and clan he 
has sought prayer support from the 
people so that he might work for the 
community in true spirit.

R Zanbemo Kithan, pastor of  
Yikhum Baptist Church, before 
swearing of  the new candidate and 
dedication, expressed on the need of  
a political missionary in Nagaland. 
He also called upon the people to 
leave the old system of election and 
work for the progress of  the society.

Robin Kithan, chairman of  
Yikhum Village Council, has stressed 
on the necessity of  change in the 
present politics and election system. 
He has insisted on the need a leader 
who could stand for truth, work for 

unity and prayerful served and lead 
the people.

Meribemo Kinghen, president 
BJP Wokha district, has assured sup-
port to Chobhathung Odyuo, the in-
tending candidate from 37 Tyui A/C. 
He reminded the people that the 
party would exercise clean election 
campaign in the district to wipe out 
political corruption in the society.

The invocation prayer was said by 
Shanchamo Odyuo, associate pastor 
of  Yikhum Baptist Church, while the 
welcome address was delivered by Y 
Lechio Murry. The programme was 
chaired by N Yentsao Odyuo and the 
vote of  thanks was pronounced by 
YN Jungio.

positivity” Murry said.
NITex intends to intro-

duce entrepreneurs to new 
products, technologies and 
business prospects and fa-
cilitate business-to-business 
(B2B) interactions; provide 
a platform to promote local 
products and services; help 
foster trade, commerce and 
cultural relations; sensitize 
consumers about the lat-
est innovations in products 
and services of  consumer 
durables, financial institu-
tions and other organiza-
tions of  trade and com-

merce. Further, the event is 
envisaged to build a ‘com-
mon bridge between entre-
preneurs in the Northeast 
region and the rest of  the 
world.’

NITex is set to host 50 
participants from Naga-
land, Mizoram, Manipur 
and Meghalaya from the 
Micro, Small& Medium 
Enterprises sectors and 60 
delegates from the Min-
istry of  Textiles (Gandhi 
Shilp Bazaar).

Handicraft from the 
Northeast region will be 

displayed and sold at the 
event. There will also be 
an impressive line-up of  
automobiles which will be 
showcased throughout the 
event.

The convenor of  the 
expo Dr. Yan Murry said 
that the intention was also 
to get new insights for the 
‘developing phase Naga-
land is at,’ apart from em-
powering local entrepre-
neurs. He maintained that 
the event would be some-
thing to look forward to in 
the coming years as well 
while working closely with 
the state’s government.

There are more high-
lights to the programme: 
A business summit will be 
held alongside the exposi-
tion with prominent heads 
of  state and speakers from 
the region as panellists. 
This will be to highlight 
and deliberate business op-
portunities available in the 
region and plan the way 
forward keeping in minds 
India’s Act East Policy.

A food court compris-
ing various cuisines from 
Mizoram, Shillong, Assam, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya 
will also be set up at the 
event, besides the cultural 
and musical entertainment 
shows every evening.

and promote honest earn-
ing and dignity of  labour.

The theme was in-
tended to address many 

challenges young people 
face today as a result of  the 
erosion of  values such as 
dignity of  labour, sincerity, 

integrity, and honestly, also 
forgetting the work culture 
and integrity of  the forefa-
thers.

A press release is-
sued by the youth associ-
ate pastor Inaho Chophi 
stated that Nagas need to 
change their mindset and 
outlook towards work. In 
this regard, he stated that 
the youth ministry decided 
to play a part in bringing 
about a change of  attitude 
not only to seek govern-
ment jobs but to also realise 
the importance of  odd jobs 
in society building. 

He stated that the ini-
tiative under the banner of  
Department of  Youth Min-
istry WSBAK was an eye-
opener for the youth and 
had helped them change 
their attitude towards work 
and broaden their view.
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tribute at Netaji’s statue
Student bodies of Assam agitate against ‘Nagalim’ 

Arrested members were on peace mission : Art of Living

Amidst anger, slain Tripura journalist cremated
INS condemns

Manipur scribes’ 
body condemns

Tripura governor to submit report 
to Rajnath on journalist’s killing

CEMs of two hill districts meet Sonwal

Two-day Northeast summit 
concludes in Manipur

Suspected explosives seized from bus passenger

‘Meghalaya’s revenue collection under GST could not be assessed’

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The President of India Ram 
Nath Kovind on Wednesday 
visited the Indian National 
Army (INA) Memorial 
Complex, Moirang in 
Bishnupur district, the place 
where the Indian Tricolour 
flag was hoisted for the first 
time on the Indian soil on 
April 14, 1944. 

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n , 
President Kovind paid floral 
tribute at the statue of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose at 
INA complex. 

The President who 
was airlifted by the Indian 
Air force helicopters from 
Imphal for Moirang was 
accompanied by first lady 
of  the country Savita 
Kovind and an entourage 
that included officials 
of  Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
Governor of  Manipur Dr 
Najma Heptulla, Chief  
Miniser N Biren Singh, 
Cabinet Ministers and 
MLAs. 

The President also visited 
the INA Museum located 
within the INA Memorial 
Complex. The President 
was briefed by the officials 
of  the department of  Art 
and Culture, Government 

of  Manipur about the 
history of INA soldiers and 
the Battles of  Imphal that 
happened during the second 
world war.

The President wrote 
on the  v is i tor ’s  book 
of  the Museum, “I offer 
my humble tr ibute to 
the brave soldiers of  the 
Indian National Army who 
made supreme sacrifices 
to liberate Mother India 

under exemplary leadership 
of  Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose. This monument 
reminds us of  the valour 
of  the INA and makes us 
commit ourselves to the 
service of the Nation.” 

It is worth mentioning 
that President Ram Nath 
Kovind is  the second 
President of  India to visit 
INA Memorial Complex 
after President VV Giri who 

visited the Complex on Oct. 
21, 1972.  

The President arrived at 
Imphal on his maiden visit 
after becoming President on 
Tue. and inaugurated the 
North East Development 
Summit 2017 and Manipur 
Sangai Festival 2017 at 
City convention centre and 
Bhagyachandra open air 
theatre both located at palace 
compound in Imphal. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
In continuation of  the 
agitation against the issue 
of  ‘Nagalim’, the Diphu 
Regional Students Union 
(DRSU) and All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) 
organised a two hours sit 
in demonstration infront 
of  the office of  Deputy 
Commissioner on We.

The student bodies 
submitted a memorandum 
to the Chief  Minister of  
A s s a m ,  S a r b a n a n d a 
Sonawal through Deputy 

Commissioner of  Karbi 
Anglong.

The  memorandum 
stated  that,  Nagalim 
Framework Agreement 
should disclose to the people 
of Assam wherein no inch 
of  land could be given to 
anybody. Border issues 
should solve immediately by 
the government and failing 
on which further strong 
agitation program will be 
launched in the coming days  
and if needed bloodshed will 
happen but land cannot be 
given. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
l ed  by  i t s  Pres iden t ,  
Shorjun Hanse; Secretary, 
Shyamanta Gogoi; Tridip 
Bora, Karbi Anglong District 
Secretary and  Vedanta 
Saikia  Organising Secretary 
, central committee.

While talking to Eastern 
Mirror Correspondent, 
Shorjun Hanse said that no 
compromise on land will be 
given to anybody and that 
further stronger agitation 
will be organised in the days 
to come if  the government 
did not fulfill our demands. 

He  sa id  in  Jorha t 
and Golaghat district the 
bordering of Nagaland, the 
NSCN (IM) are collecting 
taxes from the shops in 
Assam crossing over its 
limit of   jurisdiction. Such 
collection of  taxes should 
be stop immediately and 
land encroachment are also 
taking place with houses 
being built, he added.

Therefore, in order 
to solve the problems the 
government should act 
immediately stated Shorjun 
Hanse.

Shillong, Nov. 22 (PTI): The Art of  
Living Foundation, whose members 
were arrested on charges of conspiracy 
and having links with a banned 
insurgent group in Meghalaya’s West 
Jaintia Hills district, today said that 
they were on a “peace mission.” 

The foundation issued a statement 
here following the arrest of  two 
of  its members at Dawki near the 
Meghalaya-Bangladesh border on 
November 20.

It said they were on a “peace 
mission” to convince members of  
the outlawed Hynniewtrep National 
Liberation Council (HNLC) members 
to eschew violence and join the 
mainstream.

“Senior Faculty Samir Jolly 
accompanied by Khroo Lamsalanki 
Pariat were on a peace mission to 

establish contact with the misguided 
youths who are operating in the 
area and convince them to eschew 
violence and join the mainstream,” 
the Art of  Living Foundation said in 
a statement here.

West  Ja int ia  Hi l l s  d i s t r ic t 
Superintendent of  Police Vivek Syiem 
had told PTI yesterday that the two 
had valid visas to travel to Bangladesh 
but not the legal mandate or the 
permission of  the state government to 
hold parleys with the HNLC leaders. 
They were charged under Sections 10 
and 13 of  UAPA.

The statement said, the activities 
of  the members were a part of  Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar s vision of  engaging 
the misguided youth of  the region 
and facilitating the process of  making 
them come over ground.

The Art of  Living foundation 
claimed that similar intervention 
in Manipur had led to the recent 
homecoming of  68 militants where 
it also trained and rehabilitated 
cadres from United Liberation Front 
of  Assam (ULFA) and those in 
Manipur.

HNLC sent a statement to the 
media during the day in which it 
lauded the NDA government at 
the Centre and the Art of  Living 
Foundation for trying to negotiate 
peace in the state.

“The organisation expressed its 
gratefulness to the BJP Government 
and the AoL for their willingness to 
bring the HNLC to the negotiating 
t a b l e,”  H N LC  s p o k e s p e r s o n 
Sainkupar Nongtraw said in an 
e-mail.

Agartala, Nov. 22 (IANS): 
Journalist Sudip Datta 
Bhowmik, who was shot 
dead by  a  t rooper  in 
Tripura, was cremated 
on Wednesday, the final 
rites attended by hundreds 
of  journalists and other 
professionals.

Bhowmik’s cremation 
took place at Battala.

Earlier, after paying 
rich tributes at the Agartala 
Press  Club and other 
media offices, a silent rally 
of  journalists and other 
professionals was taken 
out in the city with the 
body of  the 50-year-old 
journalist.

According to police, 
Tripura State Rifles (TSR) 
Second Battalion Rifleman 
Nandu Kumar Reang on 
Tuesday shot dead Datta 
Bhowmik, 50, at Radha 
Kishore Nagar, 25 km from 
Agartala.

R e a n g  w a s  t h e 
bodyguard of  Second 
Battalion Commandant 
Tapan Debbarma. The 
slain journalist had gone 
to meet Debbarma at the 
battalion headquarters.

Police have arrested 
both the trooper and the 
C o m m a n d a n t .  C h i e f  
J u d i c i a l  M a g i s t r a t e 
Sharmistha Mukher jee 
sent them to 10-days police 
custody, West District 
p o l i c e  c h i e f  A b h i j i t 
Saptarshi told IANS.

Whi le  the  cor tege 
was moving towards the 
crematorium ground, a 
large group of  agitated 
journalists strayed from 
the procession and staged 
a demonstration in front 
of  Chief  Minister Manik 
Sarkar’s official residence.

As a mark of  protest, 
the journalists took off  
the safety jackets given 
them earlier by the police 
and set those on fire. The 
media persons also raised 
slogans against the Chief  
Minister as well as the 
TSR.

S e c u r i t y  a r o u n d 
Sarkar’s residence has been 
beefed up.

New Delhi, Nov. 22 (PTI): 
The Indian Newspaper 
S o c i e t y  ( I N S )  t o d a y 
condemned the killing of  
a 48-year-old journalist in 
Agartala, and demanded 
“exemplary punishment” for 
the guilty.

Sudip Datta Bhaumik was 
shot dead yesterday allegedly 
by a constable of the Tripura 
State Rifles (TSR), the second 
killing of  a mediaperson in 
Tripura in two months.

“This is the second murder 
of  a journalist in Tripura in 
two months and has created 
a great insecurity within 
the journalistic fraternity. 
The INS demands that the 
government of Tripura ensure 
exemplary punishment to 
the guilty,” the INS said in a 
statement.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The journalist  bodies of  
Manipur including the Editor 
Guild Manipur (EGM), All 
Manipur Working Journalists’ 
Union(AMWJU) and Manipur 
Hill Journalists Union (MHJU) 
have condemned the killing 
of  yet another journalist in 
Tripura, this time allegedly by 
the Tripura State Rifle (TSR) 
Jawan.

According to a release, EGM 
joined the journalist fraternity of  
Tripura in mourning the loss of  
their colleague. 

Meanwhile condemning 
the use of  an arm to suppress 
the freedom of expression of a 
citizen, MHJU has demanded 
the Tripura government to 
take prompt action in bringing 
the culprit to swift justice for 
Bhowmik. 

The members of AMWJU 
also staged a sit in demonstration 
in protest against the killing 
of  the journalist in Tripura at 
Manipur Press club premises in 
Imphal on Wed.

Agartala, Nov. 22 (IANS): Tripura 
Governor Tathagata Roy will submit a 
report to Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on the killing of  a journalist by 
a Tripura State Rifle (TSR) trooper on 
Tuesday.

“I am going to Delhi today (Wednesday) 
and would meet Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to give a report on the killing of the 
journalist Sudip Datta Bhowmik by a TSR 
rifleman,” Roy told the media before leaving 
for Delhi. He said: “I would see the end 
of the killing. How a journalist was killed 
by a TSR personnel within the battalion 
headquarter complex?”

According to police, TSR Second 
Battalion Rifleman Nandu Kumar Reang 
on Tuesday, following an altercation, 
opened fire from his AK-47 assault rifle, 
killing Datta Bhowmik, 50, on the spot in 
Radha Kishore Nagar, 25 km from Agartala. 
Reang was the bodyguard of  Second 
Battalion Commandant Tapan Debbarma. 
The slain journalist went to meet Debbarma 
at the battalion headquarters.

Police arrested both the TSR trooper 
and commandant Debbarma. They would 
be presented in the court on Wednesday.

The state government has handed 
over the case to the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID).

Union Minister of  State for Home 
Kiran Rijiju has also strongly condemned 
the killing of the journalist. Tripura Chief  
Minister Manik Sarkar, condemning the 
killing, has asked the Director General of  
Police to probe the incident. Bhowmik, who 
was a reporter with “Syandan Patrika” and 
television channel “Vanguard”, is survived 
by his wife, a government teacher, and two 
children.

To protest the killing, both the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress called 
a 12-hour and 24-hour statewide shutdown 
on Thursday respectively.

“Chief Minister Manik Sarkar should 
step down immediately,” BJP state 
President Biplab Kumar Deb told the media 
demanding a judicial probe into the crime.

Various journalists organisations in the 
northeast, including the Tripura Working 
Journalists Association, Tripura Journalists 
Union (TJU) and the Agartala Press Club, 
denounced the killing and demanded a high 
level probe into the incident.

The TJU has also demanded the 
resignation of  the Home Minister. The 
portfolio is held by the Chief Minister.

On September 20, a television journalist, 
Santanu Bhowmik, 28, was killed allegedly 
by some activists of a party in Mandai, 35 
km from here.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Nov. 22 (EMN): The two hill 
districts of  Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), Chief Executive Member 
(CEM), Tuliram Ronghang and Dima 
Hasao Autonomous Council (DHAC), 
Chief Executive Member (CEM),  Debola 
Gorlosa attended a conclave convened 
by Assam Chief  Minister, Sarbananda 
Sonawal at  Secretariat, Dispur on Nov. 
21 Tue.

According to sources, Ronghang 
reiterated regarding the longstanding 
demand of  Autonomous State by the 
people of Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao 
Districts, while leaving a strong message to 
the central government while seeking full 
support and co-operation with the state 
government regarding issues on immediate 

implementation of Article 244(A) of the 
Indian Constitution, Autonomous state. 

Chief Minister of Assam,  Sarbananda 
Sonowal during the conclave is said to 
have made commitments and kept his 
words regarding talks on Automous 
State issue while citing that he will make 
arrangements for appointment with the 
Prime Minister  Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister  Rajnath Singh at 
the earliest.

During the conclave meeting, KAAC, 
Chairman , Horensing Bey , DHAC, 
Chairperson, Ranu Langthasa, MLAs of  
East / West Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao Districts, KAAC, EMs, MACs,  
Presidents of  BJP East /West Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao Districts 
attended in the meeting.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 22 (EMN): The two day 
North East Development Summit (NEDS) 
which was held with an objective to 
showcase the existing economic potential 
and to attract outside investors in terms of  
food processing industry, bamboo industry, 
fisheries, real estate etc, concluded at City 
Convention Centre on Wed.

NEDS was jointly organised by state 
government in collaboration with Union 
commerce ministry and India Foundation.

The second day discussion included 
trade and investments, connectivity and 
infrastructure development, tourism 
development and sports in north east 
region besides skill development and 
capacity building.

Manipur’s Commerce and Industries 
Minister Thongam Biswajit Singh chaired 
the discussion on trade and investments, 
connec t iv i ty  and in f ras t r uc ture 
development.

The sessions were attended by Vice 
Minister, Ministry of  Info., Culture, 
Tourism, Lao DPR H.E. Savankhone 
Razmountry; Deputy Chief  of  Mission, 
Embassy of Japan, Yutaka Kikuta, Joint 
Secretary; Department of  Industrial 
Policy and Promotion Joint Secretary 
Dr.Vandana Kumar; ASEAN-India 
Business Council Co-Chairman Dato’ 
Ramesh Kodammal; SBI Life Managing 
Director and CEO Arijit Basu and Indian 
Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations Director and Chief  
Executive Dr Rajat Kathuria.

Savankhone Razmountry in his open 
remark appreciated the commitment and 
dedication of the government in bringing 
development to the north-eastern region of  
India and connectin the region with South 
East Asian countries.

Citing that Assam is already famous 
for its tea exports and that city of Imphal is 
well known for the Battle of Imphal during 
the WW-II occurs in many textbooks 
in Japan, Yutaka Kikut lamented that 
limited physical infrastructure in NE and 
weak security are two main concerns 
of  the Japanese companies as well as 
the government of  Japan. There are 64 
Japanese establishments in NE out of  
4,590 located in India.

Dato’ Ramesh Kodammal said 
ASEAN-India Business Council focuses 
on relationship between ASEAN and 
India and was formed by governments of  
ASEAN and India to see that there is a 
smooth implementation of trade policies 
while SBI’s.

Arijit Basu said connectivity is very 
important for business, but any growth 
in industry would also require the ability 
to market and ability to ensure that raw 
material move from one place to another 
for which road and rail connectivity will 
be crucial linkages. 

In his closing remarks, Minister 
Biswajit said the government will 
note down all the points highlighted 
by the speakers and will consider the 
highlights and recommendations with all 
seriousness.

Itanagar, Nov. 22 (PTI): At least 
five persons were charred to death 
after a fire broke out in a wooden 
house at Ziro in Lower Subansiri 
district of  Arunachal Pradesh, 
officials said today.

The victims, four men and a 
woman, were tenants of  the 14-
room house which was reduced 
to ashes.

The fire broke out yesterday 
evening when only those five 

persons were present in the house, 
the officials said.

The cause of the fire and the 
extent of  damage were being 
ascertained.

Deputy Commissioner Kemo 
Lollen said fire tenders stationed at 
the Advanced Landing Ground of  
the Indian Air Force were pressed 
into service to douse the blaze.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
expressed grief over the deaths and 

directed the officials to provide 
shelter to the tenants of the house 
who were rendered homeless.

K h a n d u  a s k e d  p e o p l e 
to follow fire safety measures 
especially during the winter so that 
such incidents do not recur as the 
administration can intervene in 
the aftermath.

Unconfirmed reports said 
the owner of the house was also 
among the dead.

Tinsukia,  Nov. 22 (PTI): 
Suspected explosive weighing 
nearly two kg has been seized 
from a person travelling in a 
government bus in upper Assam’s 
Tinsukia district today, police 
said.

The man, who was travelling 
from neighbouring Arunachal 
Pradesh, was apprehended 
with the suspected explosives 
from an Assam State Transport 
Corporation bus at about 7.45 
am during routine check at Jagun.

The man was identified to be a 
resident of Yanman in Changlang 
district of Arunachal Pradesh and 
was travelling from Miao when 
he was nabbed, the police said.

Investigations are on, the 
police added.

Shillong, Nov. 22 (IANS): 
Chief Minister Mukul Sangma 
has said the collection of revenue 
under the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) regime in Meghalaya 
could not be assessed properly 
due to the incapability of  the 
system being put in place.

Sangma, who is heading 
the Congress-led government, 
lashed out at the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government for not allowing 
the input tax credit for building 
infrastructure like hotels in 
the tourism sector whereas it 
has been allowed for all other 
infrastructure.

On Tuesday, the Meghalaya 
cabinet was briefed on the 
revenue collection realization 
by various departments under 
the new tax regime.

“Subsequent to rolling 
out of the new tax regime, the 

number of tax payers registered 
under GST is only 9,546 of the 
25,852 registered earlier under 
the old tax regime Value Added 
Tax (VAT), besides another 
5,752 new tax payers who have 
registered under the GST,” 
Sangma told journalists on 
Tuesday night.

The Chief  Minister said 
only 40 per cent of the tax payers 
have been able to file tax returns 
because of the incompetence of  
the system being put in place.

“All these registered tax 
payers under GST have to file 
their returns. Instead of all tax 
payers file their returns they are 
facing a lot of problems due to 
the incompetence of the system 
being put in place. That is why 
we are yet to know whether 
our revenue realization is on 
expected lines or not,” Sangma 
said.

Noting that  the s tate 
was expecting much more 
realisation of revenue than the 
projected 14 to 15 per cent, 
he said the revenue collection 
could not be assessed because 
of the incapability of the system 
that should ensure smooth 
implementation of GST.

Accusing the Bharatiya 
Ja n a t a  Pa r t y - l e d  N DA 
government of  targeting big 
investors by not allowing input 
tax credit (ITC) in the tourism 
sector while implementing GST, 
Sangma demanded clarity on 
this.

“We need a complete clarity 
on this, why is it like this, are 
they targeting someone who 
is investing huge amount of  
money in hospitality sector or 
not that I want to know,” he 
said.

“I will be writing as we 

need clarity on this abnormal 
approach. The implementation 
of  GST is considered to be 
something which will  be 
genuine simple tax, and not like 
a Gabbar Singh tax by targeting 
some hoteliers,” Sangma said.

Moreover, he said the central 
government’s decision not to 
allow ITC in the tourism sector 
will discourage people from 
investing in the tourism sector. 

“It is quite a paradox as 
Centre has lot of  schemes to 
promote tourism,” the Chief  
Minister said.

Sangma said the Meghalaya 
cabinet has directed that the 
issue be taken up at the GST 
Council level again.

“The whole issue will be 
taken up at the political level by 
the chief minister and I will also 
write to other counterparts,” he 
said.

PTI

Rela ves mourn near the body of journalist  Sudip Da a Bhowmik who was killed in a firing by Tripura State 
Rifles, in Agartala on Wednesday. 

EM Images

President of India Ram Nath Kovind offering floral tribute at the Indian Na onal Army memorial at Moirang, 
45km south of Imphal on Wed.



D-4837

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st Nov’17

NOTICE
No: Rev-1/90-D/12303 / Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Imlikumzuk Asangma resident of Dimapur 
who has apply for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.213, Dag No.368 measuring an area of 0-01-
15 located at Block No/Village Naharbari, Mouza No.3 
which has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on 
or before 27.11.17.

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

S/C No.200/17NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER 
CLAIMANT(S) FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE 
UNDER PART-1 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of 
Succession Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late Terio 
Lotha has been applied by Smti Yanchumi @ Yanchumi Lotha W/o 
Late Terio Lotha R/o. H.No.07, Kyong Colony, Dimapur Nagaland for 
possession of:
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased, 
may if she/he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day 
of 20th Dec’17.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this the 22nd Nov’17.

Sd/- (S.HUKATO SWU)
Principal District & Sessions Judge

Dimapur: Nagaland.

Family Pension

D-4838

LAND  
FOR SALE
Town: Bokajan, Karbi 

Anglong
(CHANDRAPUR)

Area: 2 Katha, 5 Locha 
Contact: 

9854020128/ 
9854027600

D-4840

CHANGE OF NAME 
OLD NAME: 
SEDEVIZO 
PHEWHUO

NEW NAME: KEZHAI 
ZHIMOMI

FATHER KENEISELIE 
ZHIMOMI K-1454

NO.KMC/NOT-01/2017-18/819  Dated Kohima the 23rd November 2017.

As per the directive and noti�cation issued by District Administration 
& Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) regarding clearing/seizing of building 
materials /loose earth etc that is obstructing the normal �ow of both tra�c & 
pedestrian on the road/footpath within the KMC jurisdiction will be seized/
cleared jointly by District Administration/Police & KMC on 23rd November 2017 
from 5:00 pm onwards.

The Inspection team has already identi�ed the owners of such items. The 
expenditure incur for transporting/labour charge etc will be reimburse from 
the concern individual/party along with an additional penalty of Rs.2000 as per 
Nagaland Municipal Act.2001.

(KETHOSITUO SEKHOSE)
Administrator

Kohima Municipal Council

Press Release

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE 

KOHIMA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
KOHIMA: NAGALAND

 KG-2177

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

NAGALAND:: KOHIMA
NO.SW/ ESTT-53/99(Pt)2771    Kohima, dated the 21st Nov. 2017

The Department of Social Welfare regret to cancel the Advertisement 
issued vide this Department Advertisement No. SW/ESTT/53/99 (Pt)/2760 
dated 17.11.2017.

This is to notify all the applicants that the recruitment for the post of 
Supervisors (Co-terminus with the central scheme), LDA-cum Computer 
Assistant (Directorate) and LDA-cum Computer Assistant (District) 
scheduled to be held on 2nd December 2017 stands cancelled. This is in 
compliance to the Honourable High Court stay order dated 25 & 28 July 
2017 and the ultimatum served to the State Government by PSAN and 
PCC as published in the local dailies dated 19th and 21st November 2017.

Examination fees will be refunded to the applicants on production of 
the admit card.

NOTIFICATION

(T. MERANGTSUNGBA AIER)
Director

KG-2178

HORNBILL SCHOOL
Chekiye Village, 3rd Mile, NH-39, Dimapur, Nagaland

TEACHERS WANTED 
Applications are invited from qualified and experienced candidates. 

Applications along with attested copies of certificates should 
reach the following address given below by 15th December, 2017: 
The Administrator, 
Hornbill School, Chekiye Village, 3rd Mile, Dimapur. 
Email: hornbillschool.dmr@gmail.com

Subjects No. of vacancies
English 1
Social Science 2
Mathematics 2
 Science 2
Computer Science 2
Physical Education 2
Pay/allowance: Handsome monthly salary (Negotiable)

D-4841

HORNBILL SCHOOL
Chekiye Village, 3rd Mile, NH-39, Dimapur, Nagaland

HEADMASTER WANTED 
Applications are invited from qualified and experienced candidates. 

Applications along with attested copies of certificates should 
reach the following address given below by 15th December, 2017: 
The Administrator, 
Hornbill School, Chekiye Village, 3rd Mile, Dimapur. 
Email: hornbillschool.dmr@gmail.com

Qualification : 
Experience : 

Pay/ allowance: 

in any reputed English-medium institution

for education.

qualified and experienced candidates. 

D-4842

D-4839
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Childline Dimapur with innmates of the CCI prodigals’ Home and Community Education Centre at Fellowship colony, Dimapur.

DC Wokha Wezope Kenye speaking at the awareness programme on 
Tuesday.

DC & Vice Chairman DPDB Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan chairing the Kohima DPDB meeting.

LY Tokim and village leaders during the inauguration of the newly established Vitsuvong village.

Kohima DPDB holds monthly meetIFAD team 
visits Khonoma

Childline Dimapur commemorates Children’s Day 

Awareness programme 
held in Wokha

One more village added 
under Kiphire district

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The monthly meeting of  
Kohima District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) meeting was held 
on 20th November 2017 
in the DPDB Conference 
Hall.

Chairing the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioner & 
Vice Chairman DPDB, 
Kohima, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan welcomed the new 
member, Sr. SP Kohima, 
Vekhosa Chakhesang to 
the DPDB forum. He also 
extended his appreciation 
to the former Sr. SP Kohi-
ma, Joseph Hesso who has 
been recently transferred 
to other departments for 
his contribution during his 
tenure. 

The meeting reviewed 
the last meeting minutes 
where the adoption com-
mittees gave their status 
reports. In this connection, 
DC requested all the adop-
tion committees to com-
plete their related activities 
in the month of  December. 
DC also informed all the 
committees, especially the 
convener and members of  
adoption committee under 
9th Kohima Town A/C 
to participate in the social 
work to be held on Nov. 
25 to show their supports 
for the development of  the 
district.

On  the  agenda  o f  
‘DPDB day out’ the house 
decided to hold the DPDB 
day out at Dzülakie on 
Dec. 15 and approved the 
work distribution suggested 
by the core committee for 
the day out. In this regard, 
the DC requested all the 
concerned officers to take 
care of their assigned works 

and extend support.
Besides, the agenda, 

DC also informed about the 
First Nagaland Olympic to 
be held from Dec. 13 to 
19, where all the 11 district 
contingents will be partici-
pating in the event. He also 
reminded the department 
to submit the status reports 
of  the governments plot un-
der their respective jurisdic-
tion and also the ‘Vision if  
2022 New India Manthan’ 
at the earliest. He further 
requested the department 
to provide the detail infor-
mation basing on the new 
format as required for the 
Election matter and submit 
it within one week. DC 
also conveyed message to 
the DPDB absent members 
to attend the upcoming 
meeting and share their 
mind for the betterment of  
the district.

During the meeting, the 
following societies who have 
applied for registration of  
societies and recommended 
by the screening committee 
were approved to forward 
it to the government by 
the house:- Ex- Parliament 
Association, Nagaland, 
Kohima; Unique Founda-
tion, TCP Gate, Kohima; 
Government Institute Man-
agement Committee (IMC), 
Directorate of  Employ-
ment Skill Development 
& Entrepreneur, Kohima; 
The Nagaland Volleyball 
Association, Kitsubozou, 
Kohima; The Elite Peo-
ple Forum Organization, 
Nagaland, Upper PWD 
Sector, near NSF Martyr 
Park, Kohima; Naga King 
Chilli Grower Society, Na-
galand, Phezoucha colo-
ny; Mushroom Grower 

Dimapur, Nov. 21 (EMN): As part of  the 
ongoing “Childline se Dosti” campaign, 
Childline Dimapur commemorated Chil-
dren’s Day with the children of  Grace 
Learning Centre, Lengrijan and post 
children’s day celebration with inmates 
of  CCI Prodigals’ Home and Community 
Education Centre Society at Fellowship 
colony Nov. 14 and 15 respectively.

During the programme children 
were sensitized on usage of  the toll free 
Childline helpline number 1098, which is 
manned 24x7, if  they witness or are aware 
of  children being abused, abandoned, 
missing, loitering around or in distress 
situation and also on the  idea behind 
holding a event on ‘Childine se Dosti’ 
campaign. 

Children participated in various rec-
reational activities, competitions with 
exciting gifts.

 Children’s day celebration on Nov. 
14 was attended by children of  Grace 
Learning Centre. The post children’s day 
celebration was resourced by Komuni 
Maheo, a Sunday school teacher of  
MBCD. She spoke to the children basing 
on bible stories and scriptures. She led the 
children with a special blessing prayer. 

Society, Nagaland, Lower 
Agri Colony; Skill Devel-
opment Agency of  Naga-
land, Kezieke, Kohima; 
Thoughts, Below Assembly 
Secretariat, Kohima; Dewy 
Flora Society, Phezoucha 
Complex; Longji Flora So-
ciety, PhezouchaKrotho, 
New Secretariat Area, Ko-
hima; Southern Boogies, 
Jakhama; Amplified Fit-
ness Academy, Seikhazou, 
Kohima Village and Hallel 
Music Centre, Kohima Vil-
lage.

Departmental activi-
ties on HIV/AIDS and its 
scenario in Kohima were 
presented by Avio Naleo 
from NSACs while revised 
National TB programme, 
its activities was presented 
by Dr. Asunu Sakhrie dur-
ing the meeting.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): One 
more village namely Vitsuvong 
village under Kiphire district 
was inaugurated on Nov. 20 by 
LY Tokim, advisor to L Khumo, 
parliamentary secretary for Vil-
lage Guard, Land Revenue and 
Women Resource Development. 

Speaking at the inaugural 

function, Tokim challenged the 
localities in and around Kiusam 
to cooperate with leaders so that 
development can bring in to the 
village. While appreciating the 
state government for recognizing 
so many villages under Kiusam 
EAC Hq., he said it is the duty of  
the public to see developmental 

activities through cooperation 
and unity. 

President TTC Topan in his 
short speech advised the public 
not to speak ill of  their leaders 
if  they want more development 
in the area. Mark Morekiu, PS 
to parliamentary secretary also 
spoke during the programme. 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): In continu-
ation with the three days Round table 
conference on sustainable Management 
of  Jhum in North East India, the gigni-
taries of  IFAD team visited Khonoma 
on Nov. 22 on a field trip. 

The team visited alder based jhum 
upland farming system at Khonoma 
village and interacted with farmers, 
village council and jhum experts. They 
also visited GH Damant monument 
and Molvum village for a visit to the 
pineapple farm.

The purpose of  the team field trip 
is to collect information, to generate 
an exchange of  experience and good 
practice of  jhum cultivation. 

In an interaction with farmers and 
jhum experts the alder based jhum culti-
vation, which is done every 5 to 6 years 
and takes 2 years to cultivate. 

According to a press release, in the 
process of  the cultivation, it has the 
root nodal produce nitrogen fixation 
which fertilizers the soil. Jhum cultiva-
tion which is highly prevalent in the 
North eastern states considered to be 
a wasteful technique compared to the 
traditional method of  cultivation. Jhum 
cultivation involves clearing of  forest 
cover on land or slopes of  hills, drying 
and burning it before onset of  monsoon 
and cropping it after 5 to 6 years.

The dignitaries were accompanied 
by the officials from Agriculture, Horti-
culture and Forest departments.

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
With a view to sensitise 
the farmers and senior 
citizens about their various 
rights and responsibilities 
about the Government 
Policies and schemes and 
educative capsule for farm-
ers a one day awareness 
programmme was held on 
Nov. 22 at local ground 
Wokha.

As a part of  the event 
national integrated tour 
was also organised for the 
farmers, two farmers from 
each district were selected 
and were given the op-
portunity to visit places 
like Ambala, Shimla and 
Solan. One of  the farm-
ers from Wokha village, 
Thungbemo shared about 
his tour experiences and 
shared views to take up ag-
ricultural products which 
are suitable in the area. He 
also thanked the Assam 
Rifles for giving them such 
opportunity.

Deputy Commissioner 
Wokha Wezope Kenye, in 
his address said there are 
many government policies, 

schemes and programmes 
but due to lack of  aware-
ness people are ignorant 
about the policies and fail 
to avail the opportuni-
ties, and expressed happi-
ness to the Assam Rifles 
for sensitising the people 
about their rights and good 
initiative taken up.

SDO (Agri) Rosemary 
emphasised on the impor-
tance of  age old traditional 
way of  farming. “Due to 
excess use of  chemicals 
in farming we are losing 
huge area of  land and its 
fertility not only that but it 
leads to health hazards due 
to consumption of  vegeta-
bles reared with chemicals 
and pesticides and urged 
the use of  chemicals” she 
said. She also encouraged 
farmers to practice organic 
farming for healthy life 
and to make pollution and 
eco friendly environment.

The officers also briefed 
the gathering about vari-
ous government policies 
and schemes. Around 150 
farmers and senior citizens 
attended the programme.
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Politics of Agitation

L
ike the rest of  the world, the politics of  agitation 
may have found its way in to Nagaland too and 
it  has come to stay. Like any other people whose 
history was shaped by agitations, even in India the 

success of  many political parties is based on the politics 
of  agitation also referred to as  agitational politics. Not 
only under repressive regimes  or governments but also in 
a democracy it has become an inherent and an important 
aspect of  politics. Although it occurs more in the emerging 
economies but it is not completely absent in the developed 
countries too. It is also not untrue to say that the regional 
and the communist parties were and are more agitational in 
the country. India during independence can be said to have 
just one single party; the INC.  

The rise in the number of  agitations has increased even 
in Nagaland especially since the coming of  the current set 
of  lawmakers in 2013. The last five years have witnessed 
the formation of  many anti-graft organisations and also 
pressure groups with certain specific objectives. The first to 
be formed, in the last five years, would be the Acaut and the 
latest the Public Service Aspirants of  Nagaland. While the 
former voices generally against corruption in public offices 
the latter’s objective is to bring meritocracy and equality 
in opportunity of  government jobs. The coming together 
of  these two groups to lead the recent agitations can be 
termed as a success, leading the government to listen to 
their demands.  

However, the last five years also witnessed the highest 
number of  violent movements including lynching incidents 
and the highest cases of  arson all around the state. The tus-
sle in the ruling party, that started right after the elections 
were announced, resulted in the burning down of  a party 
office in Dimapur and vandalism at the NPF party’s central 
headquarters. The Naga political groups and their cadres 
were also not spared and one camp was also completely 
razed to the ground. The biggest loss to public property  oc-
curred when the agitations against the ULB elections turned 
violent resulting in burning of  many government offices in 
Kohima besides offices damaged in the other districts. All 
these incidents had injury and death involved. There were 
also instances when undercurrents of  inter-tribal and inter-
regional rivalries were evident.

Although the politics of  agitation was always present 
since statehood the present scenario is unparalleled. The 
events that is happening in the state needs some very in 
depth deliberations by all stakeholders. As is the case in all 
crowd uprisings, painting the image of  the common enemy 
works but is dangerous. Citing the Arab Spring to evoke 
the young innocent Naga minds indicates either intellectual 
deficiency  or a very sinister design. The death toll, when 
Libya and Syria are considered exceeds 2 lac. since the up-
rising started in the region and is still counting. The initial 
death toll was reported to be about 35 thousand with about 
900 in Egypt itself.  It is time the Naga intellectuals, if  there 
are any, need to come out and say something. The path of  
the Naga society has reached a point where the need to ask 
direction is fundamental.  

Arnav Joshi | IANS

Enock C. Mudzamiri | The Conversation

Gratitude is the memory of a glad heart.

Several thousand years ago, God spoke directly to Moses and in-
stituted a new festival for His people. In Exodus 23:16, according 
to Moses’s record, God said, “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest 

Today countries around the world do something similar by cel-
ebrating the land’s bounty. In Ghana, the people celebrate the Yam 
Festival as a harvest event. In Brazil, Dia de Acao de Gracas is a time 
to be grateful for the crops that yielded their food. In China, there is 
the Mid-Autumn (Moon) Festival. In the United States and Canada: 
Thanksgiving.

would have seasons, daylight and darkness and “seedtime and har-

goes to God alone.
No matter where you live or how you celebrate your land’s bounty, 

harvest to celebrate without His grand creative design.
Dear Creator God, thank You so much for the wondrous way You 

fashioned this world—with seasons, with harvest-time, with every-
thing we need to exist. Please accept our gratitude.

BIBLE READ:  GENESIS 8:15–9:3 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

    ~   Exodus 23:16

The biggest fallacy in many peo-
ple’s understanding of  online 
data gathering is the widely-
held belief  that the only real 

downside to what they willingly offer up 
online is them seeing a few more harm-
less ads. Nothing, sadly, could be further 
from the truth.

While ad-targeting is both promi-
nent and increasingly invasive, ads are 
but the tip of  the iceberg, and an omi-
nous mass of  other destinations for 
our data lies beneath the surface. Here 
is some of  what else happens after you 
scroll down those ostensibly impossible-
to-read terms and conditions and hit “I 
accept”.
* Data brokers: These are people who 
trawl the Internet collecting, buying and 
selling people’s online data, usually to 
anyone who’s willing to buy. While they 
are not new actors in the data industry, 
most discussions about them centre 
around the sale of  data to potential ad-
vertisers. There is, however, a far darker 
side to what data can be obtained and 
the damage it can do.

In Europe, legally perhaps the most 
secure jurisdiction for data rights, a re-
cent investigation made shocking reve-
lations about the kind of  data one could 
buy off  the Internet from such brokers. 
This included financial records, clean or 
murky browsing history, locations vis-
ited and even drug preferences.

Although user data is typically 
“anonymised”, it is surprisingly easy 

to merge otherwise innocuous datasets 
and engineer patterns to profile and pin-
point individual users across devices, 
locations and websites.

In India, this is exacerbated by 
biometric Aadhaar information with 
insufficient safeguards, brazenly col-
lected and connected with every service 
and utility the government’s dart lands 
on. This then begs the question: In the 
wrong hands, which could be competi-
tors, governments, or unscrupulous ele-
ments on the dark web, what is the kind 
of  damage that this data can cause?
* Scoring: Algorithms that utilise ma-
chine learning and big data analytics to 
support decisions are becoming increas-
ingly ubiquitous. Using myriad struc-
tured and unstructured data crunched 
through what are known colloquially 
as black boxes, they produce actionable 
scores and ranks (1 to 5, red, yellow and 
green), effectively telling the user exact-
ly what decision to make.

These are already applied in ar-
eas ranging from the familiar (credit 
scores), to those made plausible in the 
name of  national security (terrorism 
scores), to those that lie firmly in the 
ethical twilight zone -- insurance premi-
ums linked to IoT devices, or the speed 
at which you scroll through their T&Cs; 
job application outcomes based on ob-
scure precedent and your online digital 
traces; and criminality scores used by 
courts to establish one’s propensity for 
recidivism. 

Although designed to be objective, 
efficient processes, algorithmic scoring 
is rife with unresolved issues, ranging 

from biased feedback loops to the inabil-
ity to analyse the reasons behind their 
outputs. Having been buried in fine-
print, if  at all disclosed, we are increas-
ingly at the mercy of  work-in-progress 
scoring algorithms while being largely 
unaware that these processes are even 
being applied.
* Algorithm fodder: The warm, felici-
tous (for some, eerie) feeling the sugges-
tions and posts, news pieces, suggested 
videos and even taxi proximity you see 
online or on an app gives you, are attrib-
utable to a lot more than happenstance. 
Digital products are designed to be opi-
ates for users, who feel constantly drawn 
towards the newest notification, like, or 
the next suggested video when they’d 
otherwise rather have gone to bed.

These gimmicks and filter bubbles 
are based on processes that constantly 
learn, adapt and perfect themselves 
based on a constant stream of  train-
ing data from us, their users. On Face-
book, among a plethora of  other data 
points, every click, hover, picture and 
poke is stored and analysed. Uber uses 
location information even after you’ve 
left your cab (although they’ve vowed 
to roll this back), Amazon and Goog-
le use voice data shared with Google 
Now and Alexa.

All this data enables companies to 
refine their products and tailor user-
experience with incredible precision, to 
know you better than you know your-
self. While, arguably, there’s nothing 
wrong (or illegal) in the fact that this 
is done, users are largely blind to their 
contributions in bettering these prod-

ucts, and in turn adding to someone’s 
bottomline.

We can’t feel our data, which 
makes it difficult to realise just how 
much it envelops us. In a world with 
almost entirely blurred boundaries 
between online and offline lives, how-
ever, data is an invaluable resource for 
everyone involved.

Although the technologies we have 
grown to know and love have contrib-
uted immeasurably to the way we 
learn, interact, transact and commute, 
not everything has gone according to 
plan. This realisation is luckily, albeit 
slowly, dawning on both companies 
and policymakers and paradigm shifts 
in the way data is gathered and used 
are in the offing.

As we inch towards this, there is 
plenty people can do by proactively 
educating themselves and making 
informed decisions about their data. 
The oft-repeated adage of  social me-
dia economics is that on the Internet, 
if  you’re not paying for something, 
you are the product, not the customer. 
And that’s probably okay for most of  
us, resigned as we increasingly are to 
our datafied fates.

We can, however, no longer ignore 
the caveat emptor slapped on every 
digital product we use, and the time 
to wake up and smell the megabytes is 
here, and now.

(Arnav Joshi is a technology lawyer and 
Data and Society master’s candidate at 

the London School of  Economics and 
Political Science. He can be reached via 

Twitter @boom_lawyered)

I give glory and honour to our God Almighty 
for his great love and mercy upon the Naga 
people. It is a great honour for me to address 
our people on the occasion of  10th Naga Uni-

fication Anniversary, a day which will go down in 
Naga history as the first decisive and genuine step 
towards Naga reconciliation and unity.

On 22nd Nov. 2007, hundreds of  Naga patri-
ots from military and civil wings from the NSCN 
(K) and NSCN (IM), after huge preparation and 
groundwork by the church, GBs, Mothers and all 
peace loving Nagas, met  at Hovishe village under 
Niuland Sub-Division to end decades of  hatred, ac-
rimony and killings, within the Naga family. The 
call for Naga unification was an overwhelming de-
mand of  the Naga people and those leaders who 
took the bold steps had the endorsement of  the top 
leadership of  both NSCN (IM) and NSCN (K). 
Unfortunately there were few leaders who still felt 
that the often cited National Principle was far more 
important than naga reconciliation and unity. What 
followed was a sudden surge of  unrest and fratri-
cidal killings. The rest, they say, is history.

We, as a people, have a purpose to fulfil and that 
is the reason why the Good Lord salvaged the Na-
gas from multiple tragedies inflicted upon by occu-
pational forces and from within in the last seventy 
years. Generations of  leaders and followers have 
come and gone, giving their all for the motherland. 

I salute our dear departed leaders and comrades 
who sowed the seeds of  Naga nationalism in our 
hearts through their valour, commitment and sac-
rifice. Today, there is no confusion about who we 
were, where we are and what we must do as a peo-
ple and nation.

I take this opportunity to salute and appreciate 
the leadership of  FGN, NSCN (R), NNC (Parent 
Body), NPGN/NNC, GDRN/NNC. Together we 
have answered the call of  the Nagas and entered 
into a political dialogue with the Government of  In-
dia as Working Committee (WC) of  Naga National 
Political Groups (NNPGs).

Thus far we have had seven rounds of  politi-
cal dialogue with the GOI. As equal entities we 
have firmly declared our stand on the principle of  
1951 plebiscite. On the evening of  17th November 
2017, the GOI and the NNPGs Working Commit-
tee signed a political document stating the agreed 
positions of  the two sides while considering the 
contemporary political realities. The Naga political 
aspiration has been entrenched for all times. The 
Government of  India has recognised the historical 
and political rights of  the Nagas to Self- Determine 
their future in consonant with their distinct identity. 
If  there is any political document closer to Naga 
plebiscite of  1951, it is the 17th November 2017 
declaration of  agreed positions between the GOI 
and the NNPGs. God is working miracle for us and 

with the prayer support of  our people, we believe 
we can fulfil the Naga people’s aspiration.

While this agreement is a prelude to the actual 
negotiations between the two entities it is a remark-
able political milestone because it clearly exhibits 
the essence of  1951 plebiscite. The aspiration of  the 
Naga people has been clearly defined. This docu-
ment will be relevant now and in the generation to 
come. With this, the scope and parameters of  the 
dialogue have been set in motion and we trust the 
GOI has truly understood the Naga problem.

On behalf  of  all the NNPGs involved in the po-
litical dialogue with the GOI, I wish to reach out 
to all other Naga political groups that the Working 
Committee would be glad to acknowledge their par-
ticipation as one equal entity in the ongoing nego-
tiation with the GOI. We are clear that there is no 
master or servant among the NNPGs. We respect 
each other as Naga leaders and there is no appre-
hension or misgivings of  one about the other. We 
work under God for our people.

What has been achieved thus far is due to the 
unceasing efforts, solidarity and contributions of  
the Naga civil societies, Tribal hoho leaders, GBs, 
intellectuals, churches, mothers and prayer houses 
far and near. We look forward to further coopera-
tion and participation as we continue to engage 
with the GOI for an honourable and enduring po-
litical solution. God bless Nagaland!

November 2017 will 
go down in the his-
tory of  Zimbabwe 
as the beginning of  

the end of  Robert Mugabe’s 
37 year tyranny. A tumultuous 
week finally culminated in his 
resignation on November 21st. 
One cannot understate the 
widespread jubilation at the 
demise of  Mugabe and his de-
sire to create a dynasty for him-
self  through his wife Grace.

But the optimism is mis-
placed because it doesn’t deal 
directly with the dearth of  de-
mocracy in Zimbabwe.

First, contrary to popular 
sentiment that the coup was 
meant to usher in a new era 
of  political liberalisation and 
democracy, the takeover is ac-
tually meant to deal with a suc-
cession crisis in Zanu-PF. The 
military made this clear when 
it said that it was dealing with 
criminals around Mugabe. 
And the party’s secretary for 
legal affairs Patrick Chinamasa 
indicated that removing Mu-
gabe from the party’s Central 
Committee was an internal 
party matter.

Secondly, I would argue 
that the military resorted to 
a “smart coup” only after its 
preferred candidate to succeed 
Mugabe, Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa, was fired from the par-
ty and government.

The way in which the mili-
tary has gone about executing 
its plan upends any conven-
tional understanding of  what 
constitutes a coup d’etat. It’s 
a “smart coup” in the sense 
that the military combined the 
frustrations of  a restive popu-

lation, internal party structures 
and international sympathy 
to remove a sitting president. 
It thereby gained legitimacy 
for an otherwise partisan and 
unconstitutional political act 
– toppling an elected govern-
ment.

This begs the question: Is 
the military now intervening 
for the collective good or for its 
own interests?
Why the military intervened
It is baffling to imagine how 
the military has suddenly be-
come the champion of  de-
mocracy and regime change in 
Zimbabwe.

It’s clear that what moti-
vated the military commanders 
was a fear of  losing their jobs 
and influence after their pre-
ferred successor was purged. 
They launched a preemptive 
strike against Mugabe to safe-
guard their own selfish inter-
ests as a military class and the 
future of  their careers.

Given the symbiotic rela-
tionship between the Zimba-
bwean military and the ruling 
Zanu-PF party, it was inevita-
ble that the top commanders 
would be embroiled in the par-
ty’s succession crisis. After all, 
the military has been the key 
lever behind the power of  both 
Mugabe and his ruling Zanu-
PF since 1980.

In the past they have acted 
as part of  the Zanu-PF ma-
chinery, openly campaigning 
for Mugabe alongside other 
security agencies.

And they have played a key 
role in neutralising political op-
ponents. Back in the 1980s the 
military was responsible for 

the massacre of  thousands of  
civilians and Zapu supporters 
in Matebeleland. More than 
two decades later in 2008 they 
were responsible for the tor-
ture, death and disappearance 
of  200 opposition activists 
and the maiming of  hundreds 
more.

In addition, the UN has im-
plicated Mnangagwa and the 
generals in the illegal plunder-
ing of  resources in the Demo-
cratic Republic of  the Congo. 
They have also been fingered in 
the disappearance of  diamond 
revenues from Zimbabwe’s 
Marange diamond fields.

On top of  this the military 
and Zanu-PF share a special 
relationship that has its roots 
in the liberation struggle. The 
Zimbabwe African National 
Union (Zanu) was the political 
wing of  the Zimbabwe Afri-
can National Liberation Army 
(Zanla) during the liberation 
war. They therefore have vest-
ed interests in the survival of  

the party.
After independence, the 

relationship remained intact as 
the military became the guar-
antors of  the revolution. Some 
of  the same surviving com-
manders of  Zanla are still sen-
ior high ranking officials. The 
commanders are also bona fide 
members of  the ruling party 
and guarantors of  Zanu-PF 
power.

The same securocrats are 
also members of  the Zimba-
bwe National Liberation War 
Veterans Association. This 
quasi paramilitary group is an 
auxiliary association of  the 
ruling party and has fiercely 
opposed Mugabe’s attempt to 
create a dynasty.
Military must step aside
Zimbabwe goes to the polls 
next July to choose a new 
president and parliament. The 
elections – if  conducted in a 
credible way – will provide 
the next government with the 

legitimacy it needs to take the 
country out of  its political and 
economic crises.

Now that Mugabe has 
resigned the hope is that the 
military will allow a genuinely 
democratic transition to take 
place. All political players, 
including opposition parties, 
would need to be incorporated 
into a broad-based transitional 
authority pending credible 
elections.

But for the elections to be 
credible, the transitional au-
thority would need urgently 
to reform the electoral system. 
This would ensure Zimbabwe-
ans can freely and fairly choose 
their leaders. Without this, 
peace and prosperity will con-
tinue to elude Zimbabwe.

In the long run, the mili-
tary would do well to get out of  
politics instead of  continuing 
to view itself  as “stockholders” 
in the country’s political affairs 
because of  its liberation strug-
gle credentials.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your association 
with a group could enable your spiritual prog-
ress today. Past emotional issues could come up, 
but don’t despair. Look at it as an opportunity 

to release old traumas that have limited you. Transcending 
limitations of any kind - emotional, spiritual, or physical 
- is an especially productive approach. You’ll release a lot 
and come out of the experience with new focus.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Money or 
other resources could be made available to 
you today so you can increase your career 
prospects or advance in your occupation. 

You’ll find this very encouraging, as you’ll throw a lot 
of  energy into this interest. This is the time to be ambi-
tious. You have what it takes to push forward with just 
about anything you want to do.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Doubts 
about a romantic or business partnership 
could have an energizing effect on you 
today. You’re determined to resolve any 

problems or disagreements you may have with your 
partner. You’ll probably do it, as success through 
determination and hard work is strongly indicated. 
You might also make an advantageous new friend.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Uncertainty 
about your financial future might have you 
developing some sort of  savings or investment 
plan to give you more security. You’ll probably 

find the help you need, as today’s planets show that you 
should succeed at anything you try. A slight malaise could 
cause you to turn to vitamins, herbs, yoga, or some other 
sort of  healing method that can put you back on your feet.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A joint endeavor 
with a partner could lead to imaginative and 
creative opportunities. You feel energized and 
ready to take on just about anything. Whatever 

you start today, especially creative projects, should suc-
ceed in spite of  any obstacles that come up. Relations 
with partners and others should be recharged by the day’s 
activities.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today, you 
might have an irresistible impulse to put your 
home in order. You want to give it a thorough 
cleaning, do a little decorating, or perhaps 

make some minor but necessary repairs. A new object, 
either a sculpture or painting, might inspire this desire. 
Your place should look fabulous by the time you’re 
done. Go for it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A specific task 
or goal could have you making a lot of  calls, 
writing a lot of  letters, or doing a lot of  run-
ning around in the car. You’re feeling espe-

cially determined. You’ll succeed at this or anything 
else you try today. Conversations will be productive and 
could spur you on to new projects.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): If  you’ve 
been thinking about working out of  your 
home, this is the time to put your plans into 
action. Anything regarding money or the 

home could succeed now. All signs indicate that your 
hard work and determination will bring the results you 
want. An older visitor might drop by, perhaps with ad-
vice or ideas you’ll want to consider.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Al-
though you occasionally want to spend a 
whole day alone, this isn’t the time. You 
have a lot of  specific goals in mind that you 

want to take care of  today, perhaps involving writing 
or speaking. There won’t be any question of  putting 
them off. This is a great time to start almost any kind 
of  project. The planets indicate success at whatever 
you try.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Un-
known skills or talents that you didn’t know 
you had might set you on a course that leads 
to increased income, if  you’re willing to put 

in some hard work. This will undoubtedly lead to height-
ened self-image and self-confidence, setting off  a domino 
effect that makes your future brighter. Whatever comes 
up today, strange as it may seem, go with the flow!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An unwit-
ting communication from a friend could set 
you off  on a path that changes your life. This 
could involve business opportunities, or you 

could discover a new interest or group you’d like to join. 
Whatever it is, it may capture your attention and keep 
your energies focused for a long time. This should be a 
positive development.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Whatever dif-
ficulties may have arisen over the past few 
days, you have the power to overcome them, 
gain new strength, and move on. Your physi-

cal energy is good - you won’t wear out. You’ll prob-
ably push on and take care of  each chore as it comes 
up. If  you’ve been thinking of  starting a new project, 
this is the day to do it. Obstacles won’t stop you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Gandhi the Philosopher

Was Mahatma Gandhi a phi-
losopher? He would not have 
thought so himself. But I want 
to show that he was a model for 

philosophy in the philosophical subtlety of his 
accounts of non-violence and in his thinking 
on a vital kind of freedom. Gandhi was full of  
surprises: in his defence of concrete particular-
ity in ethics when exceptionless rules cannot 
guide conduct; in his openness to views from 
other cultures; and in his exemplary response 
to criticism, which was welcomed, promul-
gated without being distorted, treated with 
disconcerting wit, and used to lead to a radical 
re-thinking of his own views.

Of course, Gandhi (1869-1948) is known 
for his belief in non-violence, which included, 
but was by no means confined to, non-violent 
resistance to the British rulers of India. But 
it is less well-known that he rejected the non-
violence he had heard of in India. Although 
the most important influence in his life was the 
Jain faith, on non-violence, he preferred the 
second most important influence – Leo Tol-
stoy. He thought, rightly or wrongly, that the 
Indian view he knew did not sufficiently mind 
someone else treading on a beetle, so long as 
one kept oneself pure by not treading on it one-
self. Gandhi saw his early self  as a votary of  
violence. It was the Russian Christian writer, 
Tolstoy, who converted Gandhi to non-vio-
lence, a fact that shows his openness to views 
from other cultures. 

For this openness to views from elsewhere, 
Gandhi acknowledged the value of another 
Jain view – that ordinary humans have only 
partial knowledge, from which he concluded 
that truth must be sought in diverse quarters. 
He described non-violence as being, on Tol-
stoy’s view, an ocean of compassion – one 
would not want anyone to tread on a beetle. 
But more than that, you should never hate 
your opponent. With his permission, Gan-
dhi published Tolstoy’s A Letter to a Hindoo 
(1909), which argued that millions of Indians 
were enslaved to a few thousand British only 
because, instead of internalising the law of  
love, they cooperated with the British in car-
rying out the violence on which their enslave-
ment depended.

Gandhi combined the attitude of compas-
sion to all, opponents included, with a readi-
ness for self-sacrifice so that, in resisting the 
British, he was ready to suffer a violent response 
without ever hating. But he did not think that 
all should join his non-violent confrontations, 
because everyone has a different character and 
hence a different duty (svadharma), since only 
some can retain the non-violent attitude in the 
face of violence. For those who could not, he 
set up a ‘constructive programme’, to carry out 
a different type of work.

In 1926, Gandhi wrote a series of eight 
newspaper articles, including an English ver-
sion, under the title ‘Is This Humanity?’, in 
which he refined his conception of non-vio-
lence. In particular, he addressed the question: 
when is killing non-violent? This question was 
triggered by his support of the head of a mu-
nicipality, who had authorised the killing of  
60 stray dogs for fear that they might spread 
rabies. Outraged letters came to Gandhi from 
all over India, saying: ‘We thought you were a 
man of non-violence.’

Gandhi offered a model of philosophical 
reaction. He published a number of the letters 
in his newspapers, not concealing, nor misrep-
resenting, the criticisms, although he allowed 
himself a witticism: that one of the letters de-
manding non-violence was violent. Nonethe-
less, Gandhi sought to rethink his position, in 
order to provide an answer, and by the end of  
the third article offered a new criterion. Kill-
ing was always violent, unless it was done for 
the sake of the killed. Was that not an admis-
sion that he was in the wrong, since killing the 
stray dogs was not for their sake, although it 
might have been for the sake of other dogs, and 
people? But he had already, in the first article, 
made an important philosophical point: 

A city-dweller who is responsible for the 
protection of lives under his care … is faced 
with a conflict of duties. If  he kills the dog, he 
commits a sin. If  he does not kill it, he com-
mits a graver sin. So he prefers to commit the 
lesser one and save himself from the greater.

In other words, it was wrong to kill the dogs, 
because one is sometimes, through no fault of  
one’s own, in a moral double-bind: wrong if  
one does and wrong if  one doesn’t. This was 
known to the ancient Greeks, but resisted for 
a long time by Christianity. In the Greek story, 
Orestes was in a moral double-bind: wrong if  
he did not avenge his father by killing the assas-
sin, but wrong if  he killed his mother, who was 
the assassin. Christianity at first found this hard 
to accept, because eternal punishment was ex-

pected for serious wrongdoing and, since God 
was just, the wrongdoing needed to be one’s 
fault. As a result, in the 6th century CE, elabo-
rate attempts were made to locate a fault. But 
Gandhi saw that sometimes choosing violence 
is not one’s fault. He nonetheless continued to 
hold that all violence was wrong, and was not 
even tempted by the implausibly lenient idea 
that, if  something is not one’s fault, it can only 
be apparently wrong, prima facie.

This in turn meant that although Gandhi 
admits a few exceptionless moral principles 
(in this case, all chosen violence is wrong), he 
does not think that exceptionless principles 
can on their own guide us on conduct – they 
do not tell us what to do, since we might have 
personal duties, a svadharma such as responsi-
bility for municipal welfare, that would make 
the non-violent course the worse one for us. 
Gandhi might think that certain attitudes, such 
as non-violence as compassion, are universally 
desirable. But even so, he does not aim to alter 
the attitude, or the conduct, of those Muslims 
who believed instead in retaliation.

I sympathise with Gandhi’s denial that 
exceptionless universal principles can tell us 
what to do. In ancient Greece, the later Sto-
ics too after Panaetius (late 2nd century BCE) 
were particularists in ethics, but went further 
in avoiding exceptionless moral principles. A 
text based on Panaetius tells us that when Ju-
lius Caesar marched his army on the city of  
Utica in his bid for supreme power in Rome, 
it was right for the Stoic Cato, who was there, 
to commit suicide, but not right for anyone 
else in the same circumstances, and this was 
because of Cato’s uniquely uncompromising 
character in standing up for the Roman repub-
lic. To explain why this was right only for Cato, 
one would have to depend on people knowing 
Cato’s history, or else illustrate that history. In 
either case, one would not have the kind of uni-
versal principle that was being looked for, but 
a rationale that depended on reference to an 
individual or to his particular history – that is, 
to his unique Stoic persona, or his Gandhian 
svabhava, and to the resulting personal duty 
(svadharma).

It has been said that the ancient Confucians 
in China avoided universal ethical principles, 
and an unfavourable contrast has been drawn 
with Western followers of Immanuel Kant 
and of utilitarianism. Why then does Gandhi 
nonetheless keep the universal principle that 
all violence is wrong? He has an answer to this 
too. One reason is that the principle is a coun-
sel of perfection for the imperfect, which helps 
us to raise our sights, even though we cannot 
altogether avoid choosing violence. It is not 
surprising that, looking at Gandhi as simply 
a politician, many, and especially the British 
then, could have thought that he was a politi-
cal twister, saying whatever suited him as and 
when. But if  he says at one time: ‘Don’t use 
violence,’ and at another time: ‘Do use it,’ this 
is actually the product, to my mind, of percep-
tive philosophical thought.

My second illustration is Gandhi’s treat-
ment of freedom. There was a long tradition 
behind his unusual views on freedom, and 
Gandhi certainly had access to some of it, but 
he might have worked it out for himself, only 
sometimes making use of the antecedents. 
The fullest account was in the ancient Stoics, 
starting with Epictetus in the 1st century CE. 
Gandhi read a book about three major Stoics, 
including Epictetus, which he called inspiring, 
but only in 1922-24, after many of his views 
were already formed. And in 1926 his learned 
secretary Mahadev Desai commented that 
Gandhi’s ideals were sometimes remarkably 
similar to Stoic ideals, citing two examples of  
the different topic of personal duty.

In Discourse, the Stoic Epictetus presents 
personal freedom as a kind of invulnerability 
gained by setting your heart, or rather your will 
(prohairesis), only on what it is in your power 
to have. Then the tyrant cannot do anything to 
you. What is in your power does not include 
your body, its parts, your faculties, your posses-
sions, your reputation, offices, honours, chil-
dren, brothers, friends, farm, slaves, clothes, 
house or horses. For thinkers, in case they felt 
safe, he added ‘your books’.

Epictetus describes the exercises by which 
he makes his students set aside any considera-
tion that is not under the control of their wills. 
To a tyrant who threatens: ‘I will put you in 
chains,’ they are to imagine themselves reply-
ing: ‘What did you say, man? Put me in chains? 
My leg you will put in chains, but my will not 
even God can conquer.’ The students are to 
learn to be free by reducing themselves to their 
wills – that is, to their rightly directed wills.

Already in 300 BCE, the founder of Stoi-
cism, Zeno from Cyprus, had said that only the 
person who has become truly good is actually 
free; all who are not good are slaves. Zeno also 
introduced the Stoic idea that only good char-
acter is really good, although other things have 

a certain limited value. It is natural to pursue 
some things – food, pleasure, health and life 
itself  – and it is right to follow nature. But the 
test comes if  we fail to get them. Then what re-
ally matters is whether we exercise good char-
acter by pursuing them in the right way. It is 
not securing the objectives that really matters. 
In Stoic terminology, the objectives are indif-
ferent, but they are naturally preferred indif-
ferents, which we must pursue for ourselves 
and others, if  we are to be good people. Simi-
larly, there are naturally dispreferred indiffer-
ents, and having your leg put in chains would 
doubtless be an example. But thinking that this 
is only a rightly dispreferred indifferent might 
reinforce Epictetus’ new point that you should 
think your leg is not you.

Epictetus finishes his Discourse on free-
dom by identifying only two people who were 
free, both from Athens in the 4th century BCE: 
Socrates and Diogenes the Cynic, who lived in 
a wine vase, both of whom defied convention 
and influenced the Stoics. But there have been 
modern followers of Epictetus’ ideal of free-
dom. In 1993, I invited the US war hero Admi-
ral James Stockdale to London to discuss with 
Greek scholars, a psychologist and the general 
public how a course on Epictetus he’d taken 
at university meant that, years later during the 
Vietnam War, he welcomed and withstood 19 
occasions of physical torture (some exploiting, 
in Epictetan fashion, his broken leg) and four 
years of solitary confinement by his captors. 
As the resulting article and the book written 
with his wife describe, Stockdale was conduct-
ing what Gandhi would have called an experi-
ment. The deliberate provoking of punishment 
by small infractions of the rules in captivity 
restored his self-esteem, and that of other cap-
tives, whom he similarly persuaded, which left 
them all free to refuse the captors’ limited ob-
jective of securing televised denunciations of  
the war.

Whether or not Gandhi knew the Stoic ide-
as, he knew their prototype from Plato’s Apol-
ogy (4th century BCE), of which he wrote a 
paraphrase in 1908. There Socrates, is present-
ed as defending himself before a jury against 
charges of corrupting the youth by philosophi-
cal discussion of conventional values and by 
introducing false gods. Plato presents Socrates 
as saying that exclusion from office, exile or 
execution would not be a harm to him; only 
his accusers would be harmed by trying to kill 
a man unjustly. Like the Stoics later, Socrates 
here treats justice as a real good, and the usual 
objectives as indifferent. However, in treating 
unjust treatment as not harming him, he did 
not go as far as Epictetus’ admiring description 
of the true Cynic as someone who loves those 
who are beating him as if  he were the father or 
brother of them all. By bringing in love, Epicte-
tus comes closer to Tolstoy’s Christian law of  
love, which so influenced Gandhi.
‘No power on Earth can make a person 
do a thing against his will’ 

Gandhi was more directly influenced on 
freedom, as on non-violence, by Tolstoy. We 
saw earlier, in A Letter to a Hindoo, the influ-
ence of Tolstoy’s view on non-violence, that 
Indians would be free from British rule, if  
they internalised the law of love and stopped 
cooperating on violent projects. Tolstoy saw 
freedom in recognition, when he said that In-
dians are enslaved by violence only because 
they do not recognise the eternal law of love 
inherent in humanity. Similarly, in Gandhi’s 
other favourite work by Tolstoy, The Kingdom 
of God is Within You (1894), Tolstoy writes 
that you will be free as soon as you recognise 
that the role you play in a violent society is not 
needed for the public good. The reference to 
love, we saw above, was brought into the Stoic 
Epictetus’ account of the Cynic’s response to 
injustice.

Tolstoy was more immediately influenced 
by the Stoics. He had in his library a book about 
the Stoics, Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius 
and other Greek moralists, and had marked a 
translation of Marcus Aurelius with numerous 
underlinings. One of Tolstoy’s remarks in The 
Kingdom of God is Within You is reminiscent 
of Epictetus on freedom as an inviolability of  
the rightly directed will, when he says: ‘It is 
impossible for a man to be placed against his 
will in a situation repugnant to his conscience.’ 
Gandhi’s own remark in 1926 seems to echo 
this when he says: ‘No power on Earth can 
make a person do a thing against his will.’ In 
both views, the will cannot be forced, although 
Epictetus had said this only of the rightly di-
rected will. Gandhi’s comment is presumably 
not meant to deny that one can act reluctantly, 
as in his example above, in which non-violence 
is seen as even worse than violent action.

As early as 1909, Gandhi wrote about free-
dom in Hind Swaraj, translated into English 
as Indian Home Rule (1910). Anyone who 
wants to engage in his resistance movement 

for the service of the country has to observe 
perfect chastity, adopt poverty, follow truth, 
and cultivate fearlessness, he wrote. Chastity 
is the greatest discipline, and is necessary for 
the requisite firmness; it excludes not marriage, 
but sexual relations within marriage. This 
meant that, as with Epictetus’ free agent, Gan-
dhi felt that he had nothing to lose when the 
British put him in prison. When he faced im-
prisonment or death through voluntary fasting 
in prison, it was the British who were afraid. 
Gandhi wrote that this inner freedom was a 
prerequisite for home rule, and was the real 
self-rule (swaraj), as he had also said even ear-
lier in 1908 in his loose paraphrase and com-
ment on John Ruskin’s Unto This Last (1860), 
about the worker who arrived late getting the 
same wages as those who arrived on time. Real 
self-rule, Gandhi argued, consists of restraint, 
and requires a moral life, not cheating, not for-
saking the truth, doing one’s duty to parents, 
wife, children, servants and neighbour. With-
out such reforms, the departure of the British 
from India would not supply the country with 
true self-rule.

Gandhi published his Discourses on the 
Gita from February to November 1926. He 
then wrote a Gujarati translation of the Bhaga-
vad Gita in 1927, and a Gujarati introduction 
to it in 1929, and an English translation just 
of the introduction after that. His secretary 
Desai translated Gandhi’s Gujarati translation 
into English, with a learned commentary, and 
this was published after Desai’s death as The 
Bhagavad Gita According to Gandhi (1946). 
Some of the verses advocate an attitude of de-
tachment or detached indifference to opposite 
outcomes in life, although only one English 
verse uses the word ‘indifferent’, and it is al-
ways the person who is indifferent to opposite 
outcomes, not, as with the Stoics, the out-
comes that are called indifferent. Detachment, 
as opposed to attachment, might therefore be 
the clearer description, and indeed the Gita 
repeatedly requires action without attachment, 
including attachment to the fruits of action. It 
could well be from the Gita that Gandhi ab-
sorbed analogues to the Stoic theory of the in-
difference of outcomes and the importance of  
good character.

Gandhi was interested in another quite 
different kind of freedom, moksha, in the tra-
ditional Indian sense of escape from rebirth, 
which is also discussed by Plato. He said he 
would like to escape after this life, or after one 
more rebirth, but if  he was to be reborn, he 
would like to be reborn as one of the group 
then called ‘untouchables’, now Dalits or the 
oppressed, to share their sorrows and endeav-
our to free himself and them. It has been point-
ed out that this contrasts with the more com-
mon route to escaping rebirth by retreat from 
the world. Instead, Gandhi found a glimpse of  
God in being among the suffering millions. At 
one point, he also said that the truest self-rule, 
the path of moral restraint in the world, was 
synonymous with moksha, although self-rule 
is not so obviously connected with escape from 
the world. But it has been pointed out that self-
rule too would once have been seen as requir-
ing retreat from the world of rule by princely 
rulers, whereas for Gandhi self-rule involved, 
as we saw above, a moral life, involving one’s 
duties to others.

The philosophical themes central to Gan-
dhi – non-violence and freedom – are full of  
surprises. His thinking is never conventional. 
But there are surprises in other themes too. 
Gandhi said to the English writer H G Wells 
that he would prefer a Charter of the Duties 
of Man to a Charter of the Rights of Man. 
This would have appealed to the Stoics, who 
thought character alone to be very important, 
but the ordinary needs of life to be merely pre-
ferred indifferents. That seems to suggest that 
if  the just man or woman had acted to meet 
others’ needs but, through no fault of theirs, 
the intended needs were not met, the impor-
tant thing would nonetheless have happened. 
Gandhi’s reason was different: talk of rights 
tends to lead to violence. He still connected 
rights with duties, but in a quite unexpected 
way. The point familiar to us is the linguistic 
one, that if  I have rights, that very claim im-
plies that some others will have duties not to 
interfere with them. Gandhi makes instead a 
point that is not linguistic, but rather a substan-
tive value judgment: I will have no rights over 
my family, unless I first perform my duties to-
wards them.

Gandhi’s political actions were also full of  
surprises. To illustrate them, I must return to 
the relation between his philosophy and his 
politics.

Perhaps the most famous political surprise 
was Gandhi’s Salt March of 1930. The British 
had put a high tax on salt. This was lucrative 
because everyone needs salt, and so it put a 
burden on Indians of all faiths, but the heavi-
est burden was on the poor for whom it was 

hardest to pay. On 2 March 1930, Gandhi sent 
a private and courteous letter with a list of 11 
steep demands to the British Viceroy, includ-
ing, among others, the abolition of the salt tax, 
and said that he would engage in civil disobedi-
ence if  they were not met.

The letter was not made public for at least 
a week. Being refused, Gandhi prepared a 
march and announced on 5 March that the 
cause would be the salt tax. He chose non-
violent marchers who would not resist assault 
nor even death, if  attacked. The precautions in 
his instructions of how to remain non-violent, 
and his advance provisions for arrival in vil-
lages on the route, were a model of foresight 
and planning. The destination, on the Surat 
coast, was not announced until 9 March. The 
240-mile march through villages began on 12 
March, gaining Indian and international at-
tention, and arriving 24 days later in Dandi on 
the coast on 5 April. Gandhi bathed in the sea 
and scooped up salt with his fingers from the 
natural salt deposits, without having paid tax, 
thereby breaking the law.
It is not opportunism that Gandhi 
sometimes allows violence yet often 
forbids it too

From there on, the salt-tax law and others 
were openly violated throughout India. Gan-
dhi was arrested on 5 May before a second salt 
march, while still writing a letter to the Viceroy 
to forewarn him of it. At that second act of civil 
disobedience, iron-tipped staves were brought 
down on the skulls of unresisting protesters, 
who fell to the ground, although only four were 
reported to have died in that period. Gandhi 
was taken to Poona (now Pune) jail. Released 
on 26 January 1931, he thanked his jailers for 
their care and said that he felt he was leaving 
peace and quiet. The new confidence of the 
resistance movement took almost everybody 
by surprise, although it would be more than 16 
years before India became independent.

I have already given an example to show 
why I think Gandhi’s philosophy needs to be 
studied if  his politics are to be understood. It 
is not opportunism that he sometimes allows 
violence yet often forbids it too. His belief is 
subtle (and, to my mind, correct) that, al-
though violence is always wrong, it does not 
give us exceptionless laws of how to act. As 
already mentioned, he did not think of himself  
as a philosopher. But neither, for that matter, 
did he care for politics, which he once called a 
‘botheration’, even though he was a great tac-
tician. He put politics below spiritual values, 
and would give up political objectives if  they 
clashed with spiritual ones.

Nonetheless, his conclusions about non-
violence were to have an enormous impact on 
India, and not only there. It was partly because 
he had won worldwide admiration that Brit-
ain, weakened by the Second World War, had 
no choice but to leave India. By the count of  
Gene Sharp, founder of the Albert Einstein In-
stitution, which is dedicated to advancing the 
study of non-violent action, there have been 23 
non-violent resistance movements influenced 
by Gandhi in the 20th century and beyond, 
up to 2005; Martin Luther King, Jr’s was only 
one. Some have used Sharp’s analysis of Gan-
dhi’s techniques as a handbook. Sharp regards 
about half of these resistance movements as 
having succeeded. I think one further effect of  
Gandhi’s non-violent approach was that there 
was so little bitterness among first-generation 
Indians towards the British once they had left, 
although later generations could well be much 
more upset when they read the history of Brit-
ish occupation.

Gandhi’s politics were not always so suc-
cessful. The Dalits complained that he failed 
to support their leader B R Ambedkar on the 
plight of ‘untouchability’, as it was called. Gan-
dhi himself realised that he could not prevent 
the massacres involved in the Partition of India 
in 1947 into India and Pakistan, when people 
did not know until the last moment where the 
boundary would be, and whether they would 
have to lose their family homes through be-
ing on the wrong side of the border. With the 
massacres, Gandhi lost his earlier wish to live 
to 123 years of age. But his ability to surprise 
never left him. When the British asked him to 
quell the pre-Partition massacres in Calcutta 
(Kolkata), he came and converted one of the 
massacre’s leaders to non-violence. When the 
Indian National Congress (which was due to 
rule India but which he had left) asked Gandhi 
how to persuade Muhammad Ali Jinnah to 
give up his project of founding Pakistan, Gan-
dhi replied: ‘Offer him the prime ministership 
of a united India, and swear to support the de-
cisions of the cabinet that he chooses.’

To read Gandhi, then, is to read a great 
spiritualist who inspired new ideals across the 
world – and a great tactician. But my point has 
been that it is also to read someone who pro-
vides a model for philosophical thinking.
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Rashtrapati Bhavan open for public 
- four days a week
New Delhi, Nov. 22 (IANS): Rashtrapati Bhavan, the 
sprawling official residence of the Indian President, will 
now be open for public viewing -- four days a week. Starting 
on Thursday, for a charge of Rs 50, which is exempted for 
children below eight years, people can visit the British-
built President’s house on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. except on gazetted 
holidays. “Entry and exit for visitors will be through Gate 
No 2 on Rajpath, Gate No 37 on Hukmi Mai Marg and 
Gate No 38 on Church Road,” an official statement said 
on Wednesday. The visits can be booked on-line at http://
rashtrapatisachivalaya.gov.in /rbtour  The Rashtrapati 
Bhavan was originally known as the Viceroy’s House and 
came up when the British transferred the capital from 
Calcutta to Delhi. It has four floors and 340 rooms in the 
main building. One of the largest residences of a head of  
state in the world, it covers a floor area of 200,000 square 
feet and boasts of a Mughal Gardens. Records say 700 
million bricks went into building the Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
“Indian citizens are required to carry any valid photo ID 
Cards while foreign citizens are required to carry their 
original passport at the time of visit,” the statement added.

Cabinet okays India-Russia anti-
terror agreement
New Delhi, Nov. 22 (IANS): In sync with India’s 
continuing fight against terrorism, the Cabinet on 
Wednesday gave its approval for signing an agreement 
with Russia on combating all forms of  terrorism and 
organised crime. According to an official statement, the 
new agreement is proposed to be signed during the visit 
of an Indian delegation led by Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to Russia from November 27 to 29.  Stating that 
India and Russia had a long history of close cooperation 
in international fora on matters of mutual interest, it said 
that with the rise in terrorism and organised crime, it was 
imperative for countries to work together. “The proposed 
agreement, which will replace the agreement of October 
1993, is a step towards consolidating the benefits accrued 
in the field of security and seeks to jointly fight the new 
and evolving risks and threats,” the statement said. “The 
agreement would reinforce the relationship between India 
and Russia through exchange and sharing of information, 
expertise, best practices and help in curbing terrorism and 
enhancing, security in the region,” it added.

Soldier, militant killed as Army 
foils infiltration bid
Srinagar, Nov. 22 (IANS): A soldier and a militant were 
killed on Wednesday in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district when the Army foiled an attempt by militants 
to sneak into India from Pakistan. Defence Ministry 
spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said here: “An Army 
soldier was martyred and a terrorist killed in Keran sector 
of the LoC (Line of Control) where alert troops foiled 
an infiltration bid. “Two soldiers sustained injuries in the 
operation. The infiltration attempt was made by terrorists 
near the Chaken Post on the LoC,” the official added. The 
winding LoC separates Jammu and Kashmir between 
India and Pakistan.

Hardik Patel announces support 
for Congress
Ahmedabad, Nov. 22 (PTI): Patidar leader Hardik 
Patel today declared his support for the Congress in the 
Gujarat elections next month and said the opposition 
party had accepted its demand for reservation for 
the Patel community. The Patidar Anamat Andolan 
Samiti (PAAS) leader said the Congress will include 
the extension of  reservation benefit to Patidars in 
its election manifesto. “The Congress has agreed to 
provide reservation to the Patidar community,” Patel 
told reporters here. The Congress, which has mounted 
a hectic campaign to dislodge the long-ruling BJP in the 
home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and saffron 
party chief Amit Shah, has been wooing the Patel stir 
spearhead for quite some time. Elections in Gujarat will 
be held on December 9 and 14.

Two injured in knife attack inside 
Mumbai court
Mumbai, Nov. 22 (IANS): In a sensational incident, an 
accused attacked his two co-accused with a knife in front 
of a magistrate during a court hearing here on Wednesday, 
officials said. The incident happened in Bhoiwada Court 
No 5 when Harischandra Shirkar, who is accused in an 
assault case, was brought along with two other co-accused 
Mahesh and Naresh. The trio was granted bail by the 
Additional Chief  Metropolitan Magistrate S.J. Biyani 
after their scheduled hearing. Apparently angered by the 
bail granted to Mahesh and Naresh, Shirkar suddenly 
whipped out a knife from his pocket, lunged at them and 
slashed them on their heads, as the stunned policemen, 
judicial officers and people looked on. A team of  
Bhoiwada police, which was accompanying the accused, 
immediately caught Shirkar, 67, and whisked him off. 
He has been placed under arrest. Mahesh and Naresh 
were taken to the nearby KEM Hospital, where they are 
reported to be stable and out of danger. Senior officials 
are probing security lapses as to how Shirkar managed to 
smuggle in a knife inside a courtroom.

Parliament winter session likely 
to begin from December 15 

RTI Act won’t prevail 
over SC rules — HC

Cabinet 
okays India-
Russia 
anti-terror 
agreement

WB assembly pays tribute to Dasmunsi

Gujarat bans release of ‘Padmavati’

Come out with workable solution to 
stop crop burning, says NGT

Air variant of BrahMos missile test fired from Sukhoi jet

Path to emancipation 

New Delhi, Nov. 22 (IANS): The 
government is considering calling 
the winter session of  Parliament 
from December 15 after comple-
tion of  polling in Gujarat in the 
Assembly elections and the dates 
would be out once the Presidential 
nod is secured for an ordinance on 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy code.

The Cabinet Committee on Par-
liamentary Affairs, chaired by Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh, met 
on Wednesday and decided that the 
session would end on January 5, 
sources said. There are likely to be 
13 sittings. 

A formal announcement on the 
dates is likely to be made in a day 
or two after President Ram Nath 

Kovind signs the ordinance since an 
ordinance cannot be promulgated 
during a session. Parliament is con-
sidered to be in session once it is 
formally convened. 

Rejecting opposition criticism 
that the government wants to avoid 
parliament before the elections, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley said the 
session will be held and it will be a 
regular session, not overlapping with 
the Gujarat Assembly election dates.

“Certainly, the winter session 
will be held and it will be a regular 
session. We are going to ensure that 
a regular winter session is held and 
it does not overlap with election 
dates,” he told the media after the 
Cabinet meeting here.

Jaitley was asked about the op-
position charge that the government 
was trying to avoid debates on issues 
like unemployment, corruption, 
Goods and Services Tax and allega-
tions against BJP chief Amit Shah’s 
son Jay Shah, ahead of the Gujarat 
election on December 9 and 14.

“In a democracy, when elections 
are held, political parties address 
people directly. Elections and Par-
liament sessions generally do not 
overlap. This has been the practice in 
the past. Even the winter session has 
been deferred, altered and broken 
into parts,” he said.

“At least we have lot of stakes in 
this election. I donot know our op-
ponents will be busy in campaigning 

or not but we will be busy,” he said.
Jaitley said even when general 

elections were held, passage of the 
Budget was deferred and Parliament 
adjourned so that parties were free to 
participate in electioneering.

Asked if  the winter session ex-
tending into January 2018 would be 
treated as a new session, he said: “It 
has already been settled that once the 
winter session starts and goes into 
January, it is not the first session (of  
the year).”

The Congress and the BJP have 
been at loggerheads over the winter 
session, with the opposition accusing 
the government of  trying to avoid 
exposure over embarrassing issues 
ahead of the Gujarat elections. 

New Delhi, Nov. 22 (PTI): The Delhi High Court has 
held that the Right To Information (RTI) Act would not 
override the Supreme Court Rules (SCR) when it comes 
to dissemination of information.

Justice Manmohan also observed that the RTI Act 
cannot be resorted to in case the information sought for 
is related to judicial function, which can be challenged by 
way of any legal proceeding.

“The SCR would be applicable with regard to the 
judicial functioning of the Supreme Court. Whereas for 
administrative functioning of the Supreme Court, RTI Act 
would be applicable and information could be provided 
under it.

“The dissemination of information under the SCR is 
part of judicial function, exercise of which cannot be taken 
away by any statute. It is settled legal position that the legis-
lature is not competent to take away the judicial powers of  
the court by statutory prohibition,” the court said.

The court’s order came on a plea by the Supreme 
Court of India, through its Registrar, who had challenged 
an May 2011 order of the Central Information Commis-
sion (CIC) directing the apex court to answer the queries 
of litigant R S Misra as to why his SLP was dismissed.

While setting aside the CIC order, the high court also 
deprecated the applicant’s conduct of writing letter to apex 
court judges asking why his SLP, regarding termination of  
his services as a teacher, was dismissed.

Misra was holding the post of Postgraduate Teacher 
(Chemistry) in Kendriya Vidyalaya and his services were 
terminated by the Commissioner of KVS under Article 
81(b) of the Education Code in November 2003.

He had challenged the termination in the Central Ad-
ministrative Tribunal which was dismissed. His petition in 
the high court and appeal in the apex court also failed. The 
review petitions were also dismissed.

Thereafter, he sought information under the RTI as 
to why his SLP had been dismissed while contending 
that the same had been decided against the principles of  
natural justice.

On not receiving the information sought, he had 
moved the CIC which had directed the apex court’s public 
information officer to answer the queries raised by him.

Setting aside the CIC order, the high court said “a 
judge speaks through his judgements or orders passed by 
him. A judge cannot be expected to give reasons other 
than those that have been enumerated in the judgement or 
order. If any party feels aggrieved by the order/judgement, 
the remedy available is to challenge the same by a legally 
permissible mode.

“No litigant can be allowed to seek information 
through an RTI application or a letter on the administrative 
side as to why and for what reasons the judge had come to 
a particular decision or conclusion. A judge is not bound 
to explain later on for what reasons he had come to such 
a conclusion”.

It also said that the CIC should not have directed 
the petitioner to supply information without considering 
whether the queries raised were maintainable under the 
RTI Act.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  22 
(IANS): In sync with In-
dia’s continuing fight against 
terrorism, the Cabinet on 
Wednesday gave its approval 
for signing an agreement 
with Russia on combating 
all forms of  terrorism and 
organised crime.

According to an of-
ficial statement, the new 
agreement is proposed to 
be signed during the visit 
of an Indian delegation led 
by Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to Russia from No-
vember 27 to 29. 

Stating that India and 
Russia had a long history of  
close cooperation in inter-
national fora on matters of  
mutual interest, it said that 
with the rise in terrorism 
and organised crime, it was 
imperative for countries to 
work together. 

“The proposed agree-
ment, which will replace 
the agreement of  October 
1993, is a step towards 
consolidating the benefits 
accrued in the field of  se-
curity and seeks to jointly 
fight the new and evolving 
risks and threats,” the state-
ment said. 

“The agreement would 
reinforce the relationship 
between India and Russia 
through exchange and shar-
ing of  information, exper-
tise, best practices and help 
in curbing terrorism and 
enhancing, security in the 
region,” it added.

Kolkata, Nov. 22 (PTI): The 
West Bengal state assembly today 
paid rich tributes to former union 
minister Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi, 
who died in Delhi on Monday.

Obituary references were 
made in the house and Speak-
er Biman Banerjee read out 
accounts of  his life, work and 
acheivements.

As a mark of  respect the 
house stood up in silence for two 
minutes. Dasmunsi, once a key 
Congress leader from West Ben-
gal, died in a New Delhi hospital 
on November 20 after being in 
coma for nine years.

The former president of In-
dian Youth Congress and West 
Bengal Congress, Dasmunsi, 

who was called Priya-da by most 
of  his supporters, held the key 
ministries of  information and 
broadcasting and parliamentary 
affairs in the UPA-I government 
led by Manmohan Singh.

A five-time MP from Raiganj 
in West Bengal, he had headed 
the All India Football Federa-
tion too.

Gandhinagar, Nov. 22 (IANS): 
Gujarat Chief  Minister Vijay 
Rupani on Wednesday declared 
that the his government would 
not allow release of Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s “Padmavati” in the 
poll-bound state.

“There is a lot of sensitivity 
in Kshatriya and Rajput com-
munities with regards to certain 
depiction of history. We respect 
their feelings and with elections 
on the anvil, the state government 
does not want any controversy. 

Besides that the law and or-
der is also our responsibility, so 
we have decided that we will not 

allow release of movie ‘Padma-
vati’ in Gujarat,” he said.

Rupani also said that the ban 
was not only limited to the state 
assembly polls which will be held 
in December “but till the contro-
versies subside”.

Asked by media whether 
he had seen the controversial 
movie or not before taking such 
a decision, he said that it was not 
required. “I have met several peo-
ple who have expressed anguish 
and anger against the movie. It 
has hurt their sentiments bad and 
we respect their point of view.”

“Padmavati”, starring Deepi-

ka Padukone, Ranveer Singh and 
Shahid Kapoor and directed by 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali, has been 
in controversy since its making. 
Earlier, the Karni Sena in Ra-
jasthan had vandalized the sets 
of the movie during its shooting, 
protesting the depiction of  the 
queen. Asked whether this an-
nouncement by the Chief Minis-
ter of banning the film amounted 
to violation of the model code of  
conduct which is in effect in the 
state, state chief electoral officer 
B.B. Swain said: “I don’t know. I 
will have to check the matter and 
decide.”

Kochi, Nov. 22 (IANS): The 
Kerala Police team, probing 
the actress abduction case, 
on Wednesday submitted the 
chargesheet which has named 
Malayalam superstar Dileep as 
eighth among the 12 accused and 
his former wife, actress Manju 
Warrier, as a key witness. Pulsar 
Suni, who master-minded the 
kidnap in February this year, is 

the first accused and the charges 
slapped include rape and con-
spiracy.

The chargesheet, running into 
650 pages, was filed before the 
Angamaly Magistrate court and 
it includes secret depositions by 12 
people and among the list of wit-
nesses, there are around 50 from 
the film industry.

The popular actress was ab-

ducted in February when she was 
on her way from Thrissur to Ko-
chi, forcibly driven around in her 
vehicle for about two hours and 
allegedly molested before being 
dumped near an actor-director’s 
home.

The key accused Suni and 
his accomplices involved in the 
actual abduction were arrested a 
week later.

Incidentally, on Tuesday, the 
Kerala High Court permitted 
Dileep, who is currently out on 
bail, to travel to Dubai.

The court directed that the 
actor’s passport, currently with 
the trial court in Angamaly, be 
handed over to him for six days 
so that he can be in Dubai for four 
days later this month.

Dileep, who owns restaurant 

Dhe Puttu in Kochi, is opening a 
new outlet in Dubai and sought 
the court’s permission to be there 
for the opening ceremony.

He was arrested on July 10 
after police found evidence to link 
him to the conspiracy part of the 
case. 

After 85 days in jail, he got 
conditional bail and has been on 
a religious sojourn.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI) The 
National Green Tribunal today 
directed the Centre and the gov-
ernments of five northern states 
to come up with definitive work-
able solutions to stop stubble 
burning, including using crop 
residue in power plants.

A bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Swatanter 
Kumar asked the Delhi, Harya-
na, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh governments to convene 
a meeting on November 28 to 
work out a clear mechanism on 
transportation and use of stubble 
as fuel in power plants.

It directed that this meet-
ing would be attended by the 
secretary of  Ministry of  Agri-
culture, Additional Secretary of  
Ministry of Energy and Energy, 
principal secretaries in Ministry 
of  Agriculture of  the respec-
tive states, senior scientist from 
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd, 
Managing Director of National 

Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation of  India Ltd 
and CMD of NTPC and proper 
technical staff.

During the hearing, the 
NTPC told the bench that it was 
willing to use crop residue in pel-
let form in its power plants with 
permissible moisture content as it 
would not be possible to use the 
residue directly as a source for 
fuel in these plants.

The bench said the meeting 
shall deliberate “whether every 
State should or should not be 
directed to establish its own 
pelletisation plant for every agri-
culture residue to make it fit for 
utilisation as fuel in the thermal 
power plant run by NTPC.” 

“It shall also be considered if  
the states can be granted liberty to 
invite private players who can es-
tablish such plants in the respec-
tive states,” the green panel said.

The tribunal asked them to 
recommend a mechanism for 

transportation of  agriculture 
residue, excluding the residue 
left in the field for manure, and 
the incentives which could be 
provided to the farmers.

“Every State would submit 
a list before the Secretary of  
Agriculture of the thermal power 
plants or biomass based energy 
plants which are being run or are 
proposed to be constructed in the 
respective states,” the bench said.

It asked the states to con-
sider whether the utilisation of  
agriculture residue as a fuel can 
be effective alternative for power 
generation.

The minutes of the meeting 
should be submitted to the NGT 
before December 6 without de-
fault and delay, it said.

The NTPC, in its submis-
sions, said in the six power plants 
located in North India, the de-
mand for the thermal plants 
would be 8,000 to 15,000 metric 
tonnes per day.

The NGT was hearing a 
plea by environmentalist Vikrant 
Tongad who had sought a ban on 
burning of agricultural waste and 
remnants in open fields.

The NGT had earlier said, 
“We expect no individual, body, 
department, panchayat, associa-
tion to directly or indirectly rec-
ommend or promote burning of  
crop residue in Punjab, UP and 
Haryana.” 

It had said the “serious” issue 
of  stubble burning by farmers 
was still going on and had sought 
the response of the Centre and 
the Punjab and Haryana govern-
ments on the issue.

The NGT had warned the 
governments of the Punjab, Har-
yana, UP and Rajasthan govern-
ments that it would stop payment 
of salaries of their officials if they 
failed to come up with an action 
plan to prevent stubble burning, 
which has been triggering heavy 
pollution in Delhi-NCR.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  22 
(IANS): India on Wednes-
day successfully test fired 
the air variant of  BrahMos 
missile from a Sukhoi-
30MKI fighter jet to hit a 
sea-based target in the Bay 
of  Bengal.

BrahMos, the world’s 
fastest supersonic cruise 
missile with a multi-plat-
form, multi-mission role, 
is now capable of  being 
launched from land, sea 
and air, completing the 
tactical cruise missile triad 
for India. 

BrahMos is a joint ven-
ture between the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation of  India and 
NPOM of  Russia.

“BrahMos created his-
tory on November 22 after 
it was successfully flight-
tested for the first time from 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
frontline fighter aircraft 
Sukhoi-30MKI against 
a sea-based target in the 
Bay of  Bengal,” an official 
statement said.

Earlier, Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 

tweeted that the missile had 
been successfully tested. She 
congratulated the DRDO 
and Team BrahMos.

After the missile was 
gravity dropped from the 
Su-30 fuselage, the two-
stage missile engine fired 
up and straightway pro-
pelled it towards the in-
tended target.

“The successful maiden 
test-firing of  BrahMos Air 

Launched Cruise Missile 
(ALCM) from Su-30MKI 
will significantly bolster the 
IAF’s air combat capabil-
ity from stand-off  ranges. 
BrahMos ALCM, weigh-
ing 2.5 tonnes, is the heavi-
est weapon to be deployed 
on India’s Su-30 aircraft 
modified by Hindustan 
Aeronautical Ltd to carry 
weapons,” the statement 
said.

The missile test was 
w i t n e s s e d  b y  S u d h i r 
Mishra, Director General 
(BrahMos), and CEO and 
MD, BrahMos Aerospace, 
along with IAF officials, 
scientists and officials from 
DRDO and BrahMos.

The heavyweight mis-
sile, integrated with the 
long-range fighter, is seen 
as a force multiplier for 
the IAF.

A video grab showing the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile, that was fired succesfully for the first me 
from a Sukhoi-30MKI fighter jet of the Indian Air Force, above the Bay of Bengal.

PTI

Burqa-clad voters wait to cast their votes for local body elec ons, at a polling sta on in Meerut on 
Wednesday. 
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US Navy aircraft carrying 11 
crashes off Japan
Tokyo, Nov. 22 (IANS):  A US Navy aircraft with 11 
people on board crashed into the sea off  the coast of  
Japan on Wednesday while on its way to the aircraft 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan, military officials said. The 
Japan-based US 7th Fleet said in a statement that a search 
and rescue operation had been launched from the carrier. 
It said the ship was operating in the Philippines Sea when 
the crash happened at 2.45 p.m. Japan time (5.45 a.m. 
GMT). The cause of the crash is not yet known, NBC 
News reported. No further information was immediately 
available and the Navy did not release the type of aircraft 
involved. The 7th Flet has had two fatal accidents in 
Asian waters earlier this year, leaving 17 sailors dead and 
prompting the removal of eight top Navy officers from 
their posts, including the 7th Fleet commander. 

China’s former cyberspace chief 
under graft probe
Beijing, Nov. 22 (IANS):  The former head of  the 
Cyberspace Administration of China has been investigated 
for corruption, the Chinese Communist Party’s anti-
corruption watchdog, the Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection, said on Wednesday. Lu Wei, 57, 
whose last public appearance was on September 30, 
was suspected of  “grave violations of  discipline”, a 
euphemism often used by the commission to indicate 
charges related to embezzlement, bribery and other forms 
of corruption, Efe news reported. As chief of China’s top 
Internet regulator during 2013-2016, Lu played a crucial 
role in the cybersecurity policy, launching measures 
to put forward strict online censorship in the country. 
Websites such as Google, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
and Instagram are all blocked in China. 

N. Korea criticises US over 
designation as terror sponsor
Seoul, Nov. 22 (PTI/AP): North Korea has called US 
President Donald Trump’s decision to relist it as a state 
sponsor of terrorism a “serious provocation” that justifies 
its development of nuclear weapons. The North’s official 
Korean Central News Agency today said that the country 
has no connection to terrorism and “doesn’t care whether 
or not the United States places the hat of terrorism on our 
heads.”  It said the US action shows North Korea should 
continue to “firmly grab the treasured nuclear sword” to 
protect itself  from American hostility. Experts say the 
US decision to put North Korea back on its terrorism 
blacklist will have limited practical effect, but may make a 
diplomatic solution of the nuclear standoff more difficult.

US airstrike kills over 100  
al-Shabaab fighters in Somalia
Washington, Nov. 22 (IANS):  The airstrike carried 
out in coordination with Somali authorities left over 100 
members of  the al-Shabaab terrorist group dead, the 
US military said. The operation took place 125 miles 
northwest of the capital of Mogadishu, Africom said. In 
the statement, the armed forces reiterated their intention 
to “use all authorized and appropriate measures to protect 
Americans and to disable terrorist threats”. The US is 
collaborating with the Somali National Security Forces 
(SNSF) “targeting terrorists, their training camps and safe 
havens throughout Somalia, the region and around the 
world”, Africom said. The African country has in recent 
months suffered numerous terrorist attacks, including 
an attack using truck bombs carried out on October 14 
in Mogadishu. The US Army has intensified its efforts 
in the past few weeks in Somalia, staging assorted air 
attacks throughout November in which an undetermined 
number of terrorists have been killed.

Hariri says resignation on hold, 
pledges to stay in Lebanon

Pakistan accountability court 
resumes hearing against Sharifs 

Veteran journalist Charlie Rose 

Philippines calls off peace 
talks with Communist rebels

Hackers stole data of 57 mn Uber customers, drivers in 2016 

Zimbabwe’s incoming leader Mnangagwa jets from S. Africa

Beirut, Nov. 22 (PTI/AFP):  
Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Saad Hariri today said he 
was suspending his surprise 
resignation, pending talks, 
providing a potential way 
out of a political crisis that 
has rocked the country.

And in a rousing address 
before large crowds of sup-
porters gathered outside his 
Beirut home, he pledged he 
would stay in the country 
and protect its “stability.” 

Lebanon has  been 
thrown into turmoil by Har-
iri’s shock November 4 an-
nouncement from Saudi 
Arabia that he was stepping 
down, as well as his pro-
longed absence afterwards.

The resignation was seen 
as a ratcheting up of tensions 
in the long-running rivalry 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, and raised fears that 
Lebanon would be paralysed 
by regional tensions.

Hours after his arriv-
al back in Beirut, Hariri 
met with President Michel 

Aoun, who had refused to 
accept the premier’s resig-
nation until he returned to 
Lebanon.

Hariri said he hoped his 
decision would “allow for 
a responsible dialogue in a 
serious manner... that would 
settle disputes.” 

In announcing his res-
ignation, he had levelled 
harsh criticism at Iran and 
its Lebanese ally Hezbollah, 
saying they had taken over 
Lebanon and were destabil-
ising the region.

He also said he had been 
forced to leave Lebanon be-
cause of threats to his safety, 
invoking the 2005 assassina-
tion of  his father, former 
prime minister Rafik Hariri.

But he left the door open 
to withdrawing the resigna-
tion if  the powerful Shi-
ite Hezbollah group pulled 
back from involvement in 
regional conflicts.

Hariri accuses the group 
of violating Lebanon’s poli-
cy of “disassociation” from 

regional conflicts by fighting 
alongside Syria’s govern-
ment and assisting Huthi 
rebels in Yemen.

Hezbollah chief Hassan 
Nasrallah has said the group 
was open to talks, though 
whether any real compro-
mise could be reached re-
mained unclear.

“When he comes, we 
will see. We’re open to all 
dialogue and discussion,” 
Nasrallah said on Monday.

The decision brings 
down the temperature after 
weeks of tensions, and some 
analysts said it suggested a 
deal could be in the works 
to save the consensus gov-
ernment Hariri formed just 
under a year ago.

“What this is saying, 
(is) there is still room for 
backroom discussions and 
negotiations,” said Maha 
Yahya, director of the Carn-
egie Middle East Centre 
think tank.

“Hariri would not have 
agreed to this (otherwise),” 

she added.
“There’s already some 

consensus behind it. There’s 
a deal that is being worked 
out, we still don’t know what 
the details are.” 

There has been heavy 
international involvement 
in the search for a way out 
of  the crisis, with France 
stepping in to invite Hariri 
to Paris after weeks of specu-
lation that he was being 
detained in Riyadh.

Hariri, who holds Saudi 
citizenship and is closely 
allied with Riyadh, strongly 
denied he was being held in 
the kingdom, but nonethe-
less accepted the invitation 
and arrived in Paris on No-
vember 18.

Before continuing to 
Beirut Tuesday, he stopped 
for talks in both Egypt and 
Cyprus, hinting at the vari-
ous tracks under way to ease 
tension.

“The international com-
munity understands that 
really it’s in no-one’s interest 
to have one more failed state 
in this region,” said Yahya.

“Definitely there is an 
effort to... calm things down 
a little bit.” 

It is unclear whether 
Hariri’s government, which 
was formed in late 2016 as 
part of a deal across political 
lines, can be saved.

Lebanon has long been 
riven by tensions between 
Hariri’s Saudi-backed po-
litical bloc and that led by 
Iran-backed Hezbollah, a 
stalemate that left the coun-
try’s presidency empty for 
over two years.

But despite the potential 
struggles ahead, Hariri ap-
peared relaxed as he first 
attended a military parade 
to mark the country’s In-
dependence Day, and then 
appeared at his Beirut home, 
where large crowds of sup-
porters had gathered.

I s l a m a b a d ,  N ov.  2 2 
(IANS):  Ousted Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
his daughter Maryam Na-
waz and son-in-law Cap-
tain Muhammad Safdar 
(Retd.) appeared before 
an accountability court 
here on Wednesday as the 
trial resumed into the cor-
ruption references filed 
against them by the Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB).

Several senior Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
leaders accompanied Sharif  
to the court. The NAB has 
filed three graft references 
against the Sharif  family 
relating to the Azizia Steel 
Mills and Hill Metals Es-
tablishment, their London 
properties and over dozen 
offshore companies owned 
by the family.

Sharif and his two sons 
-- Hussain and Hassan -- 
are nominated in all three 
references whereas Maryam 
and her husband are only 
accused in one.

Despite being exempted 
from appearance, the former 

Premier and his daughter 
attended the court hearing. 
Maryam submitted a request 
asking the court to alter her 
exemption period, seeking 
to be absent from December 
5 to January 5, 2018, Dawn 
online reported. 

Similarly, Nawaz sought 
exemption from appearance 
from December 5-12. The 
court is yet to rule on the 
requests. The Sharif  family 
members left the court after 
two prosecution witnesses 
recorded their statements.

Speaking to the media 
after attending the proceed-
ings, Sharif came down hard 
on the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), and the Opposi-
tion Pakistan Peoples Party.

He said “dictator’s 
black laws were rejected 
on the floor of  the house 
yesterday”, referring to the 
rejection in the National 
Assembly of  the Elections 
Amendment Bill 2017, 
which sought to restrict dis-
qualified parliamentarians 
from heading a political 
party. 

The PML-N President 

lamented the PPP mov-
ing of the amendment bill, 
saying: “The PPP’s support 
for this bill hurt me. The 
party’s action has made me 
question their democratic 
credentials.”

Talking about the PTI, 
Sharif said there is nothing 
democratic about the party, 
adding that it is not even a 
political party (due to its link 
with dictators).  Referring to 
the courts’ alleged lenient 
attitude towards PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan, Sharif  
said the “rules of the game 
should be the same”.

Sharif said that verdicts 
against his family are an-
nounced swiftly and won-
dered when judgments 
against the PTI leaders will 
be announced. “The stand-
ard of justice applies differ-
ently to us than others. The 
mockery of  requisites of  
justice should be stopped.”

He said corruption cases 
are now emerging against 
the PTI leadership as well, 
including Imran Khan, Ja-
hangir Tareen and Aleem 
Khan.

New York, Nov. 22 (IANS):  CBS News 
and American public broadcaster PBS 
have fired Charlie Rose after eight women 
came forward accusing the veteran TV 
journalist of sexual harassment, a media 
report said.

“In light of...revelations, PBS has 
terminated its relationship with Charlie 
Rose and cancelled distribution of  his 
programs,” the network wrote in a state-
ment soon after CBS announced it had 
axed the journalist.

“PBS expects all the producers we 
work with to provide a workplace where 
people feel safe and are treated with dig-
nity and respect,” New York Post quoted 
the statement as saying.

The eight women told the Washing-
ton Post that Rose made unwanted sexual 
advances toward them, including groping 
them and getting naked in their presence.

In a memo to staffers, CBS President 
David Rhodes said Rose, who co-hosted 
“CBS This Morning,” has been “termi-
nated”.

The full text of the memo reads: “A 
short time ago we terminated Charlie 
Rose’s employment with CBS News, 
effective immediately. This followed the 
revelation yesterday of extremely disturb-
ing and intolerable behaviour said to have 
revolved around his PBS program.

“Despite Charlie’s important journal-

istic contribution to our news division, 
there is absolutely nothing more impor-
tant, in this or any organization, than 
ensuring a safe, professional workplace - a 
supportive environment where people feel 
they can do their best work. We need to 
be such a place.

“I’ve often heard that things used to 
be different. And no one may be able to 
correct the past. But what may once have 
been accepted should not ever have been 
acceptable.

“CBS News has reported on extraor-
dinary revelations at other media compa-
nies this year and last. Our credibility in 
that reporting requires credibility manag-
ing basic standards of behaviour. That is 
why we have taken these actions.

“Let’s please remember our obliga-
tions to each other as colleagues. We will 
have human resources support today and 
every day, and we are organising more 
personal and direct training which you 
will hear about from senior management 
shortly.

“I’m deeply disappointed and angry 
that people were victimised - and that 
even people not connected with these 
events could see their hard work under-
mined. 

“If  all of us commit to the best behav-
iour and the best work - that is what we 
can be known for.”

Manila, Nov. 22 (IANS):  The 
Philippines government on 
Wednesday announced the end 
of the stalled peace talks with the 
New People’s Army, a Communist 
rebel outfit considered a terrorist 
group by the US and the European 
Union.

The Manila agency in charge 
of the peace talks attributed its de-
cision to the Communists’ lack of  
willingness to negotiate and their 
recent armed attacks on security 
forces, Efe news agency reported.

“There will be no peace nego-
tiations any more with the CPP/
NPA/NDF until such time as the 
desired enabling environment con-
ducive to a change in the govern-
ment’s position becomes evident,” 
said Jesus Dureza, head of  the 
Office of the Presidential Adviser 
on the Peace Process.

Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte had “taken unprecedented 
steps and walked the so-called 
extra mile to bring peace. How-
ever, the Communist party and its 
armed elements have not shown 
reciprocity”, said Dureza.

The government and repre-

sentatives of the outlawed Com-
munist Party of the Philippines, the 
political arm of the New People’s 
Army (NPA), began negotiations 
in April to lay the foundations for a 
definitive peace, although the talks 
remained stagnant and there were 
armed clashes.

In the past few days, Duterte 
had promised not to negotiate 
further with the Communists and 
declared his intention to again cat-
egorize the NPA as a terror group.

The Maoist-inspired rebel 
group is already categorized as a 
terror organization on the US and 
the EU lists although the Philip-
pines government withdrew its 
name from such a list in 2011 to 
facilitate peace talks.

The conflict between the NPA 
and the Philippines government 
has been ongoing for more than 
four and a half  decades and has 
left at least 30,000 dead.

Under Duterte’s mandate, 
which began on June 30, 2016, 
a ceasefire was signed in August 
2016 that lasted until the begin-
ning of February when the rebels 
violated it.

San Francisco/New Delhi, Nov 
22 (IANS) In a startling revelation, 
ride-hailing platform Uber has 
disclosed that two hackers “inap-
propriately accessed” names, email 
addresses and phone numbers of  
57 million customers and drivers 
and the license numbers of around 
600,000 drivers.

In a blog post on Wednesday, 
Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi 
revealed that the company in late 
2016 became aware that two indi-
viduals outside the company had 
inappropriately accessed user data 
stored on a third-party cloud-based 
service that it uses.

“The incident did not breach 
our corporate systems or infrastruc-
ture. However, the individuals were 
able to download files containing a 
significant amount of other infor-
mation,” he posted.

The breach included the names 
and license numbers of  around 
600,000 drivers in the US and some 
personal information of 57 million 
Uber users around the world.

“This information included 
names, email addresses and mo-
bile phone numbers. Our outside 
forensics experts have not seen any 
indication that trip location history, 
credit card numbers, bank account 

numbers, Social Security numbers 
or dates of birth were download-
ed,” Khosrowshahi posted.

At the time of  the incident, 
Uber took immediate steps to 
secure the data and shut down 
further unauthorised access by the 
individuals.

“We subsequently identified 
the individuals and obtained as-
surances that the downloaded 
data had been destroyed. We also 
implemented security measures to 
restrict access to and strengthen 
controls on our cloud-based storage 
accounts,” the Uber CEO said.

According to Forbes, Uber 
reportedly paid a high fee to secure 
its data.

“You may be asking why we 
are just talking about this now, a 
year later. I had the same ques-
tion, so I immediately asked for 
a thorough investigation of  what 
happened and how we handled it,” 
Khosrowshahi said.

Uber has asked Matt Olsen, 
former general counsel of  the 
National Security Agency (NSA) 
and director of the National Coun-
terterrorism Centre, to help the 
company on how best to guide and 
structure its security teams and 
processes going forward.

“Effective today, two of  the 
individuals who led the response 
to this incident are no longer with 
the company. We are individually 
notifying the drivers whose license 
numbers were downloaded.

“While we have not seen evi-
dence of  fraud or misuse tied to 
the incident, we are monitoring the 
affected accounts and have flagged 
them for additional fraud protec-
tion,” he added.

“None of this should have hap-
pened, and I will not make excuses 
for it. While I can’t erase the past, 
I can commit on behalf  of  every 
Uber employee that we will learn 
from our mistakes,” Khosrowshahi 
said.

Reacting to the data breach, 
digital security experts advised that 
Uber customers and drivers should 
monitor their credit scores and keep 
their eyes peeled for additional 
information on what was stolen.

“Three things should have been 
done better here: faster disclosure, 
better use of encryption for the en-
tire data lifecycle and the use of ac-
cess management, including strong 
authentication. Delay in disclosing 
erodes trust,” said Jason Hart, VP 
and CTO for Data Protection at 
Gemalto, a digital security firm. 

Harare (Zimbabwe), Nov. 22 (AFP/
PTI): Zimbabwe’s incoming leader 
Emmerson Mnangagwa met in South 
Africa with President Jacob Zuma to-
day before taking a private jet to return 
to Zimbabwe.

Mnangagwa, 75, is to be sworn 
in as Zimbabwe’s new leader Friday, 
following Robert Mugabe’s stunning 
resignation amid impeachment pro-
ceedings against him.

After meeting with Zuma in Pre-
toria, Mnangagwa went to Johan-
nesburg’s Lanseria airport where he 
boarded a jet that took off for Harare. 
Mnangagwa is expected to arrive at 
Manyame Air Base in the capital, 
Harare, where crowds have already 
gathered.

He is to be sworn in as Zimbabwe’s 
new president Friday, said the speaker 
of parliament after the ruling ZANU-
PF party notified him of its nomination 
of  Mnangagwa to replace Mugabe 
until the end of the term next year.

Singing and cheering, several hun-
dred people have gathered outside the 
air force base in anticipation of Mnan-
gagwa’s arrival.

Some carried printed signs with 
images of  Mnangagwa, suggesting a 
significant level of  organization be-
hind the jubilant turnout. Signs read 
“Welcome back, our hero” and “True 
to your word, you’re back. Welcome.” 

A man in the crowd, Godwin 

Nyarugwa, said he was “very ecstatic” 
and that “we need change in this coun-
try, change in everything.” 

Zimbabwe has been through “crisis 
after crisis” and Mnangagwa seems 
best suited to lead the country forward, 
said Nyarugwa, who has several univer-
sity degrees but no job.

“We have to try him and see,” he 
said. “If he doesn’t come up with some-
thing, we need to change him as well.” 
The air force base where demonstrators 
are congregating is adjacent to Harare’s 
international airport.

Zimbabweans are still reeling from 
Mugabe’s resignation Tuesday. They 
cheered and danced in the streets of  
Harare late into the night, thrilled to 
be rid of a leader whose early promise 
after the end of  white minority rule 
in 1980 was overtaken by economic 
collapse, government dysfunction and 
human rights violations.

Now the focus turns to Mnan-
gagwa, Mugabe’s longtime deputy who 
was pushed aside earlier this month as 
unpopular first lady Grace Mugabe 
positioned herself to replace him and 
succeed her husband. Mnangagwa fled 
the country, claiming threats against 
his life.

That led the military to step in a 
week ago, opening the door for the 
ruling party and the people to publicly 
turn against the president.

It was not clear what the 93-year-

old Robert Mugabe and his wife would 
do next. Mugabe, who was the world’s 
oldest head of state, said in his resigna-
tion letter that legal procedures should 
be followed to install a new president 
“no later than tomorrow.” 

The privately run Newsday news-
paper reported that Mnangagwa would 
be met on arrival in Harare by army 
commander Constantino Chiwenga 
and ruling party officials and then 
was expected “to meet Mugabe for a 
briefing.” 

Zimbabweans woke up to the first 
day in 37 years without Mugabe in 
power. With some nursing hangovers, 
they looked over newspaper headlines 
such as “Adios Bob and Ta-ta Presi-
dent.” 

“I think this change of government 
is like a new breath of fresh air right 
across the country,” said Patrick Musira 
on the streets of the capital. “Everyone 
was engulfed with excitement and they 
are looking for a better future, a brighter 
future with work.” 

Zimbabwe’s new leaders are faced 
with a once-prosperous nation whose 
economy has collapsed, sending well-
educated but frustrated young people 
into desperate work as street vendors.

Many have left the country alto-
gether.

Mnangagwa is a former justice and 
defense minister who served for dec-
ades as Mugabe’s enforcer, a role that 
earned him the nickname “Crocodile.” 
Many opposition supporters believe he 
was instrumental in the army killings 
of thousands of people when Mugabe 
moved against a political rival in the 
1980s.

So far in the current political tur-
moil Mnangagwa has used inclusive 
language, saying in a statement hours 
before Mugabe’s resignation that all 
Zimbabweans should work together to 
advance their nation.

“Never should the nation be held 
at ransom by one person ever again, 
whose desire is to die in office at what-
ever cost to the nation,” Mnangagwa 
said.

In a new commentary, the state-run 
Zimbabwe Herald newspaper stressed 
the importance of  presidential term 
limits, saying Zimbabweans will “never 
again go back into a box of silence.” 

It added: “We hope that when 
(Mnangagwa) finishes his stint in State 
House the cheers will be for a job well 
done ... He has the best wishes of most 
Zimbabweans, at least today.

AP/PTI

Women in the Lebanese General Security forces march during a military parade to mark the 74th anniver-
sary of Lebanon’s independence from France in downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017. 

PTI

Supporters of Emmerson Mnangagwa, the man expected to become Zimbabwe’s new presi-
dent, hold a photograph of him and cheer as they arrive to show their support at Manyame 
Air Force base where Mnangagwa is expected to arrive later in the day in Harare, Zimbabwe 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017. 
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Jason Momoa defends ‘Justice League’
Jason Momoa has defended “Justice League” amid criticism that his character Aqua-
man’s backstory was cut from the movie. Momoa contented that the DC movie was an 
ensemble of various superheroes and not a solo film. “A lot of things got cut. But it’s not 
my movie. It’s a huge movie introducing three new characters, and for myself and The 
Flash and Cyborg, there was a lot that was there we just couldn’t get in,” Momoa told 
Entertainment Weekly. “It could have been two movies. We had some stuff with Wil-
liam Dafoe. The whole Atlantean part, about me being this reluctant king. There was 
no need for it because you’re going to see it in Aquaman. It’s not an Aquaman movie,” 
he added. “Justice League”, which also features actors Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill, Amy 
Adams, Gal Gadot, Ezra Miller, Ray Fisher and Jeremy Irons, has been panned by the 
critics, but Momoa said he is not bothered about the negativity. (PTI)

Police retrieve dozens of 
stolen John Lennon items

German police recover around 100 of John Lennon’s 

music score that were stolen from Yoko Ono in 2006

Ryan Seacrest accuser wanted $15 mn for her silence

Violence against women the 
“baddest’’ thing — SRK

Shilpa to come out with cookbook in Jan.Kangana Ranaut injured 
on sets of ‘Manikarnika’

Selena Gomez’s 
‘life-or-death’ 
situation

I focus on things 
that matter, says 
Sonam Kapoor

A
ctress Sonam 
Kapoor says 
she keeps 
herself away 
from the 

buzz on her personal life in 
the media by focusing on 
things that matter.

“By focusing on the 
things that matter - family, 
friends, Rheson (her cloth-
ing label) and my movies,” 
Sonam told IANS in an 
email interview when 
asked about how she keeps 
herself away from all the 
media reports, especially 
on her personal life.

Rheson comes from 
the combination of Rhea 
and Sonam’s first names 
and is known for its col-
lection that is designed to 
be quirky, affordable and 
for daily wear. The brand 
made its debut this year 
with a huge expansion 
plan.

“We are now extremely 
excited to expand this 
collaboration by launching 
Rheson on Shoppers Stop’s 
exclusive flagship store on 
Amazon.in,” Sonam said 
earlier.

On the Bollywood 
front, both Sonam and 
Rhea can’t wait for their 
next release “Veere Di 
Wedding”. Rhea has pro-
duced it, while Sonam is 
part of the cast along with 
Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Swara Bhasker and Shikha 
Talsania.

The film is directed by 
Shashanka Ghosh. 

IANS

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to 
announce its valued 

HillStarCinema fans that 
the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You 
can now BUY tickets 

online! 

11 am, 5 pm and 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng) 2D 2 pm: Aksar 2 (Hindi)

P
olice in Germany have re-
covered around 100 items 
that once belonged to John 
Lennon and were stolen 
from his widow Yoko Ono 

in 2006.
The personal items were taken 

from Ono’s home in New York and 
included three diaries, two pairs of  
the Beatle’s metal-rimmed glasses, 
a cigarette case and a handwritten 
music score.

The Associated 
Press report that 
the items resur-
faced in July 
this year when 
a bankruptcy 
administra-
tor for Berlin 
auctioneers 
Auctionata 
contacted au-
thorities after 
the memorabilia 
was found in the 
company’s storage 
facility.

Police confiscated the 
items and arrested a suspect 
on Monday and raided his 
home in Berlin. During 

the search of his car, they 
found more of Lennon’s 
belongings in a briefcase 
which had been hidden in 
the boot.

AP report that Ono’s 
former driver, who is 
living in Turkey, is one 
of the suspects and that 

police are currently trying 
to get them extradited to 

Germany.
Police officers flew 
to New York to 

meet Ono who 
verified the 
stolen items.

Prosecu-

tor Susann Wettley says: “She was 
very emotional and we noticed clearly 
how much these things mean to her 
and how happy she would be to have 
them back.”

Also among the trove of memo-
rabilia is a recording of a 1965 
Beatles’ concert, contract documents 
for the copyright of Lennon’s I’m 
The Greatest and handwritten scores 
for Woman and Just Like Starting 
Over. 

One of the diaries that was recov-
ered contains an entry made by Len-
non on the morning of December 8, 
1980 – just hours before he was shot 
and killed by Mark David Chapman.

teamrock.com

S
uperstar Shah Rukh Khan said 
the worst thing to happen in 
Wednesday’s age is any form of  
violence against women.

The 52-year-old actor attend-
ed the ‘Lalkaar Concert’ last night, as part 
of the ‘Bas Ab Bahut Ho Gaya - Enough is 
Enough’ campaign to end violence against 
women and girls.

The concert was held in association 
with Population 
Foundation of  
India, actor-
director 
Farhan 
Akhtar’s 
MARD 
and film-
maker 
Feroz Ab-
bas Khan.

“I 
know that 
all of you 
here, boys 
and girls and 
ladies and 
gents, believe 
that violence of  
any kind is bad 
and if  

there is any term as ‘baddest’, then vio-
lence against women is even ‘badder’ and 
is the ‘baddest’ thing to happen. Thank you 
for being here to support this cause,” Shah 
Rukh said.

The “Jab Harry Met Sejal” actor 
said sometimes men, including him and 
Farhan, are often mocked for being sensi-
tive and courteous towards women but 
should not be considered as a weakness.

“Farhan and I are normally not con-
sidered manly because we are a bit gentle, 

quiet, shy and we treat women well, in 
our hearts, souls and I have been told to 
say ‘equally’,” Shah Rukh said.

“(But) I am sure all the people 
present here feel women are superior 
than us and are even scared of them. I 
believe that there is no shame in being 
scared of a woman, of our daughter, 
sister, mother, wife and girlfriend,” he 
added.

Shah Rukh also recited a poem 
by noted screenwriter- lyricist Javed 

Akhtar.
At the concert, apart from Farhan, 

other artistes like Salim-Sulaiman, Ar-
maan Malik, Papon, Neeti Mohan, 

Harshdeep Kaur, Sukriti Kakar 
and Prakriti Kakar also 

performed.
PTI

A
ctor and well-
ness entrepreneur 
Shilpa Shetty Kun-
dra will come out 
with a cookbook 

in January which will feature 50 
of her most special recipes.

“The Diary of a Domestic 
Diva” will have some recipes 
that have featured in Shetty’s 
popular Sunday Binge videos 
on Instagram.

The book, to be published 
by Penguin Random House 
India, aims to share quick and 
hassle-free methods of cooking 
healthy, nutritious and delicious 
meals, all of which have been 
favourites in the Shetty-Kundra 
household.

Shetty says the recipes in 
her book welcome readers to 
her love for food and offer 
them variety, taste and the 
occasional food coma.

She says many people 
reached out to her asking 
if they can cook quick 
meals for their families 
that are not just high 
on nutrition but also 

taste.
“Additionally, the very first 

thought associated with good 
food is that it 
takes a pain-
staking 
amount 
of time to 
make. I 
wanted 
to shun 
these 

doubts and get this generation 
back to easy home style cooking 
tips and tricks from scratch 
rather than readymade foods 
through my book,” she says.

According to Penguin Ran-
dom House India Editor-in-
Chief Milee Ashwarya, every 
recipe in the book has Shetty’s 
unique touch and will appeal 
to all members of the family.

“Shilpa is a global icon 
for good health and beauty. 
In her new book she will 
share her secrets on how to 
look and feel good with 

nutritious food that also 
tastes delicious,” she says.

Shetty, who already 
has a yoga DVD to her 
credit, went on to pursue 

her passion for wellness 
and established “Shilpa 

Shetty Channel” - a one-stop-
shop for fitness enthusiasts 
across the globe.

In November 2015, she 
also turned author with her 

health and fitness book 
“The Great Indian Diet”. 

PTI

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut, who 
has been shooting for the bi-
opic on Rani Laxmibai “Man-
ikarnika”, has had her ligament 
torn while pulling a stunt.

“The accident took place when Kangana 
was performing the iconic scene in fort 
Mehrangarh, Jodhpur where Laxmi Bai 
jumps off a 40 feet wall with Damodar her 
child tied to her back on to a horse back,” 
Kangana’s spokesperson told IANS. 

“Kangana didn’t land properly and in an 
attempt to save the kid from any injury, she 
ended up hurting her ankle. She was taken to 
a hospital immediately in the early morning 
hours as the crew was filming nights. The X 
ray was done and it turned out to be a liga-
ment tear,” the spokesperson added.

With the rest of the filming stalled till 
Kangana gets well, the stunt that injured 
Kangana, “ was the last dangerous stunt” 
left to film.

Directed by National Award winning di-
rector Krish, the film is scheduled for release 
on April 27 next year. 

It also features Sonu Sood, Suresh 
Oberoi, Atul Kulkarni and Ankita 
Lokhande. 

IANS

S
inger Selena Gomez says 
she faced a “life-or-death” 
situation prior to her kidney 
transplant earlier this year.

The 25-year-old singer 
received an organ from her friend Fran-
cia Raisa in a life-saving operation, 
which was needed as a result of  her 
battle with Lupus.

Gomez says because she wasn’t 
sure of  the warning signs, her health 
got to a point where her life was at 
risk, reports eonline.com.

Speaking at the Lupus Re-
search Alliance Annual Gala 
on Monday, Gomez said: “I am 
really honoured to be here with 
all of  you guys tonight, my lupus 
community. As many of  you 
know, or might now know, I was 
diagnosed with lupus about five 
or six years ago.

“I’ve been speaking out 
about my situation to raise 
awareness about the disease. 

After undergoing so many tests 
to monitor my kidneys my doctors 

told me I have lupus nephritis, one 
of  those complications from lupus. 

They said I would be needing a kidney 
transplant.

She added: “Maybe I wasn’t neces-
sarily really good at knowing what that 
meant so it actually got to a point where 
it was life-or-death. Thankfully, one of  
my best friends gave me her kidney and 
it was the ultimate gift of  life. And I 
am doing quite well now.”

IANS

A 
woman who 
accused 
popular TV 
host Ryan 
Seacrest of  

sexually inappropriate be-
haviour when she worked 
as his stylist a decade ago 
reportedly demanded a $15 
million payoff for remain-
ing silent.

According to sources, 
the woman’s lawyer had 
a meeting with Seacrest’s 
attorney (with Seacrest on 
the phone) in which the 
accuser’s lawyer read aloud 
a press release that he said 
he would send to the media 
unless Seacrest met her 
financial demands, reports 

tmz.com.
Though the lawyer for 

the woman, who is accus-

ing Seacrest of “demeaning 
and sexually aggressive” 
behaviour, has denied 

making a $15 million 
demand, tmz.com claims 
the woman’s legal team 
demanded the money.

According to the 
site, she also said that if  
Seacrest didn’t pay up, they 
would publicise details of  
the allegation.

While the statute of  
limitations would have 
prevented the woman from 
making a civil or criminal 
case as the events took 
place a decade ago, “the 
only leverage in getting 
money would be making 
the allegations public and 
embarrassing him”, the 
source said.

IANS
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Australia’s skipper Steve Smith (L) and Joe Root, Captain of England, pose at a media opportunity in Bris-
bane on Nov. 22 on the eve of their first Ashes Test match.

Kyle Kuzma #0 of the Los Angeles Lakers goes to the basket against the Chicago Bulls on 
Nov. 21 at the Staples Center in Los Angeles, California.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1658SUD0KU 1497 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1657

ACROSS

1. Fiery particle
6. Wise “hoot” birds
10. Playing cards with single spots
14. Small character part in a play 

15. Buffoon
16. Polio vaccine inventor
17. Positive electrode
18. Cab
19. Not false
20. Felt indignation
22. Type of thermionic valve
24. Pi meson
25. Flavored sweet drink or ice
26. Larry, Curly or Moe
29. Prompts
30. Systematic records of 

experiences
31. Accents on letters
37. Sharp edge at the junction of 

two surfaces
39. Question or request
40. Like a node
41. Pertaining to Viet Nam
44. Lake (Old English)
45. Spheres
46. Considered (to be)
48. Holds molecules to a surface
52. Actor Sean ____
53. Starchy plant tuber
54. Star Trek’s ________ Frakes
58. Gets older
59. A debauched man
61. “10” star, Dudley _____
62. Anger

63. Where the sun rises
64. Organic derivative or an acid
65. Golf ball supports
66. Works of creative skill
67. Lariat 

DOWN
1. Permanent mark from a 

wound
2. Window glass
3. A book of the Old Testament
4. Put back in again
5. Star Trek’s Chekov, Walter 

______
6. Frequently
7. Blue dye
8. Liquid oxygen

9. Slides
10. In motion
11. Chocolate substitute
12. Evade
13. Trap shooting 
21. Pertaining to “foot digits”
23. Adhesive substance from 

trees
25. Inhales
26. Eastern European
27. Plural of torus
28. Monster
29. Protective outer coverings or 

containers
32. Metrical feet (poetry)
33. Dense short matted hairs
34. Already cited

35. Protection or concern
36. Sleigh
38. Sound showing 

contempt 
42. Forests
43. Paradise
47. Hard part of a tooth
48. Rendered
49. Motherless or stray calf
50. Inscribed slab or pillar
51. Fertile places in deserts
52. Lyrical writers
54. Fair and reasonable
55. Sexual attractions (slang)
56. Metric units of area

60. Paddle

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1497

Saina, Sindhu, Prannoy enter 
second round of Hong Kong Open

Bragging rights and money at stake in F1 finale

IOC bans four Russian skeleton athletes for life over Sochi doping

St. Moritz Ice Cricket 2018 launched

Australia, England gear up 
for another Ashes battle
Brisbane, Nov. 22 (IANS): 
England and Australia are 
all set to renew their tradi-
tional cricket rivalry when 
the two sides face off  in the 
first of the five-match Ashes 
contest at the Gabba here 
on Thursday.

Led by new captains in 
Joe Root and Steven Smith, 
both sides present largely 
youthful and uncertain bat-
ting orders but potent bowl-
ing line-ups.

While Australia can 
boast of  the pace trio of  
Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazle-
wood and Pat Cummins 
along side the skilful and 
durable off-spinner Nathan 
Lyon, England have their 
two greatest ever wicket-
takers in James Anderson 
and Stuart Broad, but for 
now at least there is no Ben 
Stokes, the best performer in 
an otherwise horrid 2013-14 
series. England, meanwhile 
will be aware that history 
is very much against them 
in their quest to retain the 
famous urn following their 
3-2 win in 2015.

England have won just 
23 of the 98 Tests they have 
played in Australia with the 
home side winning more 
than twice as many with 50 
victories in all. 

Two of  the last three 
Ashes series Down Under 
have resulted in England 
being whitewashed 5-0 and 

Los Angeles, Nov. 22 (AP): The 
Los Angeles Lakers’ first half  re-
sembled many miserable stretches 
of the past four seasons. Although 
the Chicago Bulls have plenty 
of  their own problems, they out-
worked, outshot and outsmarted 
the Lakers while taking a 14-point 
lead. Coach Luke Walton remind-
ed his young team that 14 points 
aren’t much in the NBA, and the 
Lakers proceeded to stage a rally 
that suggested the future might not 
be so miserable after all.

Kyle Kuzma had 22 points, 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 
11 of his 21 in the fourth quarter 
and the Lakers roared back from a 
19-point deficit in the second half  
for a 103-94 victory over the Bulls 
on Tuesday night.

Brandon Ingram had 17 points, 
five rebounds and five assists as the 
Lakers won consecutive games for 
the second time this season, doing 
so in a thrilling fashion that had 
their still-faithful fans standing, 
cheering and recalling the 16-time 
champion franchise’s better years.

‘’Anytime you go out there 
and compete, and you look to your 

the tourists have not won at 
the Gabba since 1986. 

Australia are unbeat-
en in Brisbane in 28 Tests 
and as a result of  all that, 
Smith’s men are favourites 
this time around, too.

Four Australian players 
-- Smith, David Warner, 
Lyon, Hazlewood, Shaun 
Marsh and Starc -- remain 
from the team that lost to 
England in the previous se-
ries in 2015 while England 
have six in former skipper 
Alastair Cook, Root, Jonny 
Bairstow, Moeen Ali, Broad 
and Anderson.

A large part of the out-

come of  the series will de-
pend on the batting from 
both sides.

England can look up to 
Cook’s experience at the top 
of the order along with the 
skipper. On his fourth Ashes 
tour, Cook was dominant 
in 2010-11 but struggled 
against higher class bowl-
ing on his other two visits 
and started this one with 
a first-ball duck in a Perth 
tour match. 

Cook will also need to 
play the mentor’s role to 
his opening partner Mark 
Stoneman, even as the mid-
dle order comprising Root, 

Dawid Malan, Moeen Ali 
and stumper Bairstow can 
provide the stability.

Australia, on the other 
hand, have been struck by 
injury scares on the eve of  
the first game with two of  
their reliable batsmen in 
vice-captain Warner and 
Shaun Marsh still nursing 
their injuries.

Marsh pulled up with a 
stiff  back after training on 
Wednesday, joining Warner 
(stiff  neck) as a concern for 
the Aussies heading into the 
Gabba Test.

Victorian Glenn Max-
well has been brought in to 

London, Nov. 22 (Reuters): The Formula 
One season winds up in Abu Dhabi on Sun-
day with both titles won, Lewis Hamilton 
aiming to close the year on a winning note 
and big money still at stake for those further 
down the paddock pecking order.

W h i l e  f o u r 
times world cham-
pion Hamilton’s 
Mercedes team 
mates can again 
look forward to 
healthy year-end 
bonuses, others 
are scrapping for 
crucial points that 
could swell their 
2018 budgets.

Toro Rosso, Renault and Haas are just 
six points apart, with the difference between 
sixth place and eighth in the constructors’ 
championship equivalent to about $12 mil-
lion when it comes to revenue distribution.

“This race is almost a championship 
in itself,” says Renault Sport F1 head Cyril 
Abiteboul, whose team are four points be-
hind Toro Rosso and two clear of Ferrari-

powered Haas.
There is extra needle in the showdown 

with Red Bull-owned Toro Rosso using the 
French manufacturer’s engines for one last 
time before switching to Honda.

At the top, Hamilton will be deter-
mined to grab a 10th win 
of the season -- making it 
the fourth year in a row 
that his tally has entered 
double figures and giving 
him a warm glow through 
the winter.

“I‘m going to give it 
everything in Abu Dha-
bi,” said the Briton, who 
won his title in Mexico 

last month but has failed to make the podium 
in his last two races.

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel will also be 
looking for bragging rights by becoming the 
first non-Mercedes driver of  the V6 turbo 
hybrid era that started in 2014 to finish in the 
top two of the championship. The German is 
22 points clear of Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas, 
who can only finish runner-up if he wins and 
Vettel scores no more than two points.

Moscow, Nov. 22 (Re-
uters): Four Russian skel-
eton athletes, including 
Olympic champion Al-
exander Tretyakov, have 
been banned for life from 
the Olympics after being 
found guilty of  doping at 
the 2014 Sochi Games, 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) said on 
Wednesday.

Tr e t ya k ov,  S o c h i 
bronze-medal winner Ele-

na Nikitina, Maria Orlova 
and Olga Potylitsyna have 
been “found to have com-
mitted anti-doping rule 
violations,” the IOC said 
in a statement.

“The four athletes are 
declared ineligible to be 
accredited in any capac-
ity for all editions of  the 
Games of  the Olympiad 
and the Olympic Win-
ter Games subsequent 
to the Olympic Winter 

Games Sochi 2014,” the 
IOC said.

The IOC added it had 
disqualified the athletes 
from Sochi, effectively 
stripping Tretyakov and 
Nikitina of  their Olympic 
medals. Orlova and Poty-
litsyna did not win medals 
in Sochi. The IOC did not 
disclose the nature of  the 
doping violations.

Earlier this month, 
the IOC banned six cross-

country skiers from the 
Olympics for violating 
anti-doping rules as part 
of  an investigation into 
allegations of  widespread 
doping among Russians 
and sample tampering 
by laboratory and secu-
rity officials at the Sochi 
Games.

The IOC has been re-
testing all Russian ath-
letes’ samples from the 
2014 Games following 

revelations by Grigory 
Rodchenkov, the former 
head of  Moscow’s sus-
pended anti-doping labo-
ratory, of  a scheme to 
cover up home competi-
tors’ positive samples.

The IOC is set to de-
cide next month on the 
participation of  Russian 
competitors at the Py-
eongchang winter Olym-
pics in South Korea in 
February.

Kowloon, Nov. 22 (PTI): 
Indian shuttlers Saina Ne-
hwal, P V Sindhu and H 
S Prannoy made positive 
starts to their campaign, 
progressing to the second 
round of  USD 400,000 
Hong Kong Super Series 
here today.

L o n d o n  O ly m p i c s 
bronze medallist Saina 
staved off  a spirited chal-
lenge from World No. 44 
Mette Poulsen of Denmark 
before emerging 21-19 23-
21 winner in a 46-minute 
match.

World No. 11 Saina, 
who won the bronze at the 
World Championship, will 
next face a tough oppo-
nent in eighth seeded Chi-
nese Chen Yufei, who had 
clinched the other bronze 
at the Glasgow Worlds in 
August.

Olympic silver medal-
list Sindhu, seeded second, 
disposed off  Hong Kong’s 
Leung Yuet Yee 21-18 21-10 
to set up a clash with either 
Japan’s Aya Ohori or Rus-

sia’s Evgeniya Kosetskaya 
in the next round.

In men’s singles compe-
tition, Prannoy survived a 
scare against Hong Kong’s 
Hu Yun to win 19-21 21-17 
21-15 in a match that lasted 
a little over an hour.

The World No. 10 In-
dian will face Japan’s Ka-
zumasa Sakai, who had 
defeated the Indian in the 
semifinals of  Indonesia 
Open Super Series Premier.

However, Common-
wealth Games champion 
Parupalli Kashyap squan-
dered an opening game 
advantage to go down nar-
rowly 21-15 9-21 20-22 to 
Korean Lee Dong Keun, 
while Sourabh Verma failed 
to put up a fight against In-
donesia’s Tommy Sugiarto, 
losing 15-21 8-21 to bow out 
of the competition.

Women’s doubles pair 
of  Ashwini Ponnappa and 
N Sikki Reddy played their 
hearts out before going 
down 11-21 21-19 19 -21 
against the Chinese combo 

of Huang Dongping and Li 
Wenmei in a hard-fought 
contest.

Prannoy lagged behind 
for most part of the opening 
game even though he did 
manage to turn the tables 
a few times, taking slender 
leads at 9-8, 13-12 and 16-
15. But Hu Yun managed 
to keep his nose ahead to 
pocket the first game.

The Indian, however, 
produced a better perfor-
mance in the second as he 
fought back from 0-5 down 
to lead 11-8 at the break and 
then surged ahead, despite 
some tough fight from the 
local hero.

In the decider, Hu Yun 
once again jumped to a 5-0 
lead but Prannoy narrowed 
the deficit to 10-11 at the 
breath. 

Hu managed to grab a 
14-12 advantage but the In-
dian reeled off eight straight 
points to move to the match 
point. Hu saved one before 
Prannoy sealed it without 
much ado.

the squad as cover should 
either of the duo be unable 
to prove their fitness on 
match morning.

Although the opening 
remains uncertain due to 
Warner’s fitness concerns, 
the middle order looks sta-
ble with the experienced 
Usman Khawaja coming in 
at number three, Smith at 
four and Peter Handscomb 
at five.

Veteran stumper Tim 
Paine, who is back in the 
Test squad after a seven-year 
wait has the ability to bat 
along side the lower order.

Renowned as one of the 
best wickets in Australia, 
the Gabba track is expect-
ed to offer good pace and 
bounce but with showers 
and unseasonably cool tem-
peratures forecast during 
the match, it can be advan-
tageous for the Englishmen.
Australia: David Warner, 
Cameron Bancroft, Usman 
Khawaja, Steve Smith (Cap-
tain), Peter Handscomb, 
Shaun Marsh, Tim Paine 
(WK), Mitchell Starc, Pat 
Cummins, Nathan Lyon, 
Josh Hazlewood.
England: Alastair Cook, 
Mark Stoneman, James 
Vince, Joe Root (Captain), 
Dawid Malan, Moeen Ali, 
Jonny Bairstow (WK), 
Chris  Woakes,  Stuar t 
Broad, Jimmy Anderson, 
Jake Ball.

right and your left and everybody is 
competing as hard as you are, that’s 
a great feeling,’’ said rookie Lonzo 
Ball, who had eight points, 13 re-
bounds and four assists.

Los Angeles is off  to an 8-10 
start and sitting in eighth place in the 
Western Conference - small achieve-
ments, but important steps for a 

young team just starting to believe it 
can compete.

The Lakers weren’t competitive 
in the first half  while committing 
13 turnovers, and they trailed 61-42 
early in the second half. But they put 
together a 38-19 run spurred by an 
energetic third quarter from reserves 
Jordan Clarkson, Josh Hart and 

New Delhi, Nov. 22 (IANS): Former India 
opener Virender Sehwag and middle-order 
batsman Mohammad Kaif  on Wednesday 
launched the inaugural edition of St.Moritz 
Ice Cricket 2018.

The two-day event, which will be held 
in St.Moritz in Switzerland on February 8 
and 9 set against the serene and breathtak-
ing backdrop of the Swiss mountains, will 
host two matches over two days. 

Apart from them, several former cricket-
ers like Sri Lanka’s Mahela Jayawardene, 
Lasith Malinga, Pakistan pacer Shoaib 

Akhtar, Australia’s Michael Hussey, South 
Africa’s Graeme Smith, Jacques Kallis, 
New Zealand’s Daniel Vettori, Nathan 
Mcullum, Grant Elliot, England’s Monty 
Panesar and Owais Shah will feature in 
the event.

“Congratulations to Vijay and Akhilesh 
for creating this event. I am excited to expe-
rience a different format of the game, meet 
old colleagues and enjoy the beauty of St. 
Moritz. I expect that this should be able to 
add another dimension to cricket and we 
have something new to offer to the cricket-
ing fans across the world,” Sehwag said.

Commenting on the occasion Kaif said: 
“I’m extremely excited at the idea and op-
portunity to play cricket on ice. I’ve played 
cricket all around the world in different 
cultures and conditions and it’s great to be 
able to add another to the list.”

The “Cricket on Ice” event was actually 
started by the British and has been played 
ever since for over 25 years on the St. Moritz 
frozen lake. 

The lake freezes into an extremely thick 
layer of ice which is then covered by the soft 
falling snow, enabling the lake to withstand 
more than 200 tons of weight, which makes 
it the perfect area to construct a pavilion vil-
lage and grandstands to watch and support 
the festivities.

Julius Randle, who finished with 
10 points and 10 rebounds.

Caldwell-Pope’s layup with 
3:08 to play gave the Lakers their 
first lead since the first quarter, and 
the veteran added back-to-back 
3-pointers. The Lakers finished 
strong for their first win over the 
Bulls at Staples Center in three 
tries.

‘’I was shocked we were only 
down 14 at the half, to be honest,’’ 
Walton said. ‘’It was a learning op-
portunity for the guys to be down 
20 and realize you don’t need hero 
shots. You just need to tighten 
down on what we are doing, and 
you can get back in the game.’’

Denzel Valentine scored 17 
points and Antonio Blakeney 
added 15 - all in the first half  - for 
the Bulls, who dropped to 3-12 with 
their seventh loss in eight games.

‘’They grabbed the momentum 
and ran with it,’’ said Kris Dunn, 
who had 12 points and six assists 
in his second start of the season for 
Chicago. ‘’Caldwell-Pope, he hit 
some big shots. They were more 
aggressive than we were and started 
getting to the free throw line.’’

Virender Sehwag and Mohammad Kaif during the 
inaugural edi on of St. Moritz Ice Cricket 2018 in 
New Delhi on Nov. 22.



The winners, first and second runners-up of football event a er the prize distribu on ceremony on 
Wednesday.
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File photo of a wrestling match in progress during the ASA golden 
jubilee meet at the Kohima local ground.

EM Images

Match in progress between England (white jersey) and India B during the ongoing polo tourney in Imphal 
on Wednesday.

EM Images

Nitu of India (Red) and Maxi Klotzer of Germany in ac on during the 
quarterfinal bout of Light Welter 64kgs weight category at the AIBA 
Youth Women's World Boxing Championship 2017 at the Nabin 
Chandra Bordoloi Indoor Stadium, in Guwaha  on Wednesday. Nitu 
won the bout.

PTI

Real Madrid's Cris ano Ronaldo scores the fi h goal of his team during the Champions League Group H soccer match between APOEL Nicosia 
and Real Madrid at the GSP stadium, in Nicosia on Tuesday.

AP/PTI

Real Madrid cruise into last 16, 
Liverpool blow three-goal lead

'Naga wrestling is for 

6 NAP are champions in football 
event at Nagaland police meet

Five Indians storm into women's Youth Worlds semis

India B thrash England in Polo

Paris, Nov. 22 (AFP): Cris-
tiano Ronaldo scored twice 
as holders Real Madrid 
thrashed APOEL 6-0 in 
Cyprus to reach the Cham-
pions League last 16 on 
Tuesday, while Liverpool 
blew a three-goal lead in a 
thriller at Sevilla.

Zinedine Zidane's Real 
bounced back from their 3-1 
loss at Tottenham Hotspur 
last time out by crushing 
APOEL, with four of  the 
goals coming before half-
time.

"It was a very good eve-
ning for us," said Zidane.

"We're on the right 
track. We're doing things 
well and we're building in 
strength. It's never easy but 
it was a complete display 
and we scored quickly."

The record 12-time win-
ners had to wait until the 
23rd minute to take the lead 
through Luka Modric, but a 

run of five goals in 15 min-
utes either side of half-time 
sent them through in style.

Karim Benzema put 
worries about his recent 
form to bed with a double 
either side of  a Nacho ef-
fort, before Ronaldo got in 
on the act after the break.

The Portuguese climbed 
highest to power a header 
into the corner from an in-
viting Marcelo cross.

And the 32-year-old, 
who has only scored once 
in eight La Liga appear-
ances this season, scored his 
eighth Champions League 
goal this term with an excel-
lent left-footed finish from a 
tight angle.

Tottenham sealed top 
spot in Group H with a 
come-from-behind 2-1 vic-
tory at Borussia Dortmund.

P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang put the hosts 
ahead, but with Real's 

thumping win sending 
Dortmund out, Spurs lev-
elled through Harry Kane 
and Son Heung-Min curled 
in a 76th-minute winner.
Liverpool collapse
Five-time champions Liv-
erpool threw away a last-16 
spot as Sevilla roared back 
from three goals down at 
half-time to draw 3-3.

Liverpool looked to be 
cruising into the knockout 
stage for the first time since 
2008/09 when Roberto 
Firmino and Sadio Mane 
both scored from flicked-on 
corners.

A rout similar to the 
7-0 thrashing of  Maribor 
in Slovenia earlier in the 
group phase looked on the 
cards when Firmino tapped 
in number three, but Sevilla 
staged a stirring second-half  
comeback.

Wissam Ben Yedder 

beat Alberto Moreno to nod 
in a free-kick, before slotting 
in a penalty.

And Argentinian Guido 
Pizarro struck in the third 
minute of  injury-time to 
complete the fightback and 
leave Jurgen Klopp's visitors 
deflated.

"Fantastic first half  and 
in the second half  we made 
the mistake that we didn't 
continue playing football," 
said Klopp.

"We have to control the 
game with the ball and we 
didn't play football."

Elsewhere in Group E, 
Russian champions Spartak 
Moscow saw their chanc-
es hit by an injury-time 
equaliser in a 1-1 home 
draw with Maribor.

Sevilla will  book a 
last-16 spot for the second 
straight season if  they can 
win in Maribor on the final 
matchday in two weeks' 

G u wa h a t i ,  N ov.  2 2 
(IANS): India assured 
themselves of  five bronze 
medals in the AIBA wo-
mens World Youth Box-
ing Championships with 
local star Ankushita Boro, 
Shashi Chopra, Sakshi, 
Nitu and Jyoti cruising 
into the semi-finals here on 
Wednesday.

The other Indian on 
show in the morning ses-
sion, Niharika Gonella, 
however missed out on her 
medal opportunity, bowing 
to the more accomplished 
and technically stronger 
Georgia O'Connor of Eng-
land.

America's Heaven Gar-
cia was the shock defeat 
of  the day, losing to Ka-
zakhstan's Zhansaya Abd-
raimova in the flyweight 
category. Local favourite 
Ankushita was declared 
the winner over Rebecca 
Nicolli in the light-welter 
weight category. The win 
was especially sweet as she 
had lost to the Italian 0-5 in 
Sofia, Bulgaria just a couple 
of months ago.

Ankushi ta  seemed 
disappointed with a split-
decision victory but was 
delighted that she not only 
advanced but also got her 
revenge. 

Dimapur, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
The 37th Nagaland Police 
Meet on Nov. 22 saw some 
exciting play in volleyball 
bronze and final match. In 
the bronze medal match, 2 
NAP came out victorious 
after beating 12 NAP (IR).

The match was evenly 
poised between holder 10 
NAP (IR) and the runners 
up holder CP Dimapur. 
Both the team showed high 
standard of volleyball where 
both side exchanged heavy 
and powerful smashes with 
placement. The score was 

tied with two sets aside in 
the best of five sets and in the 
final setter both team played 
their best with the score go-
ing neck to neck till 11-8 in 
favour of CP Dimapur and 
finally CP Dimapur edged 
out 10 NAP (IR) to get hold 
of the champion trophy de-
feating 10 NAP (IR) by three 
sets to two.

In the final football 
match that was played be-
tween DEF Kohima and 
first timer 6 NAP Bn, both 
team showed great tackling 
skills to end the first half  

(1-1). The second half again 
witnessed great attacking 
by 6 NAP men but was 
denied by their opponent 
when until after numerous 
attempt the second goal was 
scored by Kekhreiletuo of 6 
NAP in the dying minute of  
the second half much to the 
discontentment of the reign-
ing trophy holder. Thus the 
first timer 6 NAP edged out 
the holder DEF Kohima by 
2 goals to 1 where DEF Ko-
hima had to be content with 
the runners up trophy for the 
second consecutive time.

New Delhi, Nov. 22 (PTI): 
At loggerheads with the Na-
tional Anti-Doping Agency 
(NADA) on the testing of  
Indian cricketers, the BCCI 
today discussed the matter 
with Sports Minister Ra-
jyavardhan Singh Rathore 
and also sought the gov-
ernment's view on playing 
arch-foes Pakistan in the 
planned ICC Test Cham-
pionship.

NADA wants to bring 
Indian cricketers in its net 
but the cricket board has 
rejected the demand. BCCI 
has insisted that it is a WA-
DA-compliant organisation 
so there was no need for it 
come under NADA's su-
pervision.

The  BCCI  has  i t s 

Special General Meeting 
(SGM) scheduled for De-
cember 9, where the NADA 
issue has been now added to 
the agenda after the meeting 
with Rathore.

BCCI CEO Rahul Johri 
and General Manager (Ad-
ministration and Game De-
velopment) Prof. Ratnakar 
Shetty, who is well- versed 
with the BCCI's anti-doping 
policy, met Rathore at his 
office for about 45 minutes.

"The topic of discussion 
today was about NADA 
and WADA.

During yesterday 's 
meeting, it was decided 
that Rahul will be accom-
panied by Prof Shetty as he 
is aware about the anti- dop-
ing policy of  BCCI. There 

were some other operation-
al topics discussed but main 
was anti doping policy," a 
BCCI official told PTI on 
conditions of anonymity.

The ministry's view, 
which is not yet clear, will 
now be conveyed to officials 
and also discussed at the 
SGM.

When CK Khanna, the 
acting BCCI President, was 
contacted, he confirmed 
that anti-doping policy has 
been added to the agenda.

Another BCCI official 
said, "This meeting was 
a courtesy call and was 
planned long ago. Since 
Rathore took charge, they 
wanted to meet him. All 
issues, including cricket-
ing ties with Pakistan, was 

discussed." 
"Anyway, playing Paki-

stan or not, it is not only the 
decision of Sports Ministry 
but it lies mainly with PMO 
and the Home Ministry," 
the official said.

Also discussed was the 
contentious issue of  play-
ing Pakistan. India has not 
played any bilateral series 
with Pakistan since the lim-
ited overs series featuring 
two T20Is and three ODIs 
in India in 2012-13. The 
Twenty20 series was drawn 
and Pakistan won the ODIs 
2-1.

As per the ICC Future 
Tours Program, each of  
its member countries are 
bound to play against each 
other at least once and if  

India do not play with Paki-
stan, they would lose points.

As per the format, 
each team would play at 
least three home and away 
Test series respectively and 
members are free to negoti-
ate more series (between 
2019 to 2021) depending on 
availability.

In 2014, BCCI and PCB 
had signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
to play six bilateral series 
between 2015 and 2023.

However, after India 
refused to play Pakistan 
due to strained relations, the 
PCB sent a notice of dispute 
to the Indian Board, claim-
ing losses due to the BCCI's 
refusal to tour Pakistan in 
2015.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 22 (EMN): 
India B comprising of play-
ers from Manipur thrashed 
England 8-3 in the opening 
match of  the 11th Mani-
pur Polo International at 
the Mapal Kangjeibung 
ground, the oldest polo 
ground in the world in the 
heart of  Imphal town on 
Wednesday.

India B’s L Atangba 
scored four goals; P Ojit 
scored two goals while T 
Pradeepkumar and Bimol 
Singh contributed one each 
to the final tally for Mani-
pur. The India B team also 
had their chances to score 
more but was not able to 
convert those into goals. 
The hero of  the English 
resurgence was Phil Sellers 

who scored all the three 
goals. The umpires of  the 
match were Martin Scor-
tichini from Argentina and 
Nick Johnson of USA.

An exhibition match 
between Morocco and Ar-
gentina will be played at 
the same venue and it will 
be followed by the tourna-
ment match between USA 
and India A.

Jamshedpur, Nov. 22 
(IANS): If  the Western 
world resorted to duels 
when two "honorable" 
men found their egos 
slighted, similar dispute-
resolution can be found in 
one of  India's own warrior 
tribes -- though the prefer-
ence is for closer combat. 
They sorted out differences 
with a wrestling match.

The tribals of  Naga-
land have not forgotten 
that the primary motive 
for one to wrestle with 
another man is not glory 
or riches, but to "purify 
the man".

"Naga wrestling is for 
the purification of  the 
man. His soul and his 
body... both. Earlier, tra-
ditionally, the wrestling 
match was held between 
two warring individuals 
to settle a dispute over 
land, water, or any of  
those things which the 
tribals considered to be of  
value," Kuveo Cukhamu, 
the manager of  a wrestling 
party which was here to 
take part in the annual 
Tata Steel Samvaad tribal 
festival, told IANS.

The festival was in its 
fourth edition and hosted 
103 tribes from India and 
also people from Australia, 
Kenya, Canada, Laos and 
Zimbabwe. Wrestling has 
also opened up the main-
stream sporting world to 
the Nagas.

In August, six Nagas 
participated in the 5th 
Asian Indoor and Martial 
Arts Games held in Ashga-
bat, Turkmenistan, where 
one of  them won a bronze 
medal.

But the similarities 
with wresting, as we know 
it, end there; for traditional 
Naga wrestlers are any-
thing but bulky ramming 
bulls like those we are giv-

time, while Liverpool have 
to avoid defeat at home to 
Spartak.

Lorenzo Insigne in-
spired Italian Serie A lead-
ers Napoli to a 3-0 victory 
over Ukrainians Shakhtar 
Donetsk that kept their 
hopes alive in Group F.

Winger Insigne made 
the difference with a mag-
nificent individual effort in 
the 56th minute, dancing 
past two defenders before 
curling into the top corner 
from 25 yards out.

Further late goals from 
Piotr Zielinski and Dries 
Mertens gave their goal dif-
ference a boost.

Manchester City se-
cured first place in the 
group with a 1-0 win over 
rock-bottom Feyenoord as 
Raheem Sterling scored an 
88th-minute winner.

Napoli need City to 
beat Shakhtar in the final 
round of games and see off  
Feyenoord in Rotterdam to 
progress.

Turkish champions Be-
siktas reached the last 16 
for the first time in 31 years, 
as a goal from Talisca se-
cured a 1-1 draw with Porto 
in Istanbul to wrap up top 
spot in Group G.

Last season's semi-fi-
nalists Monaco are out 
of  Europe altogether, af-
ter a woeful performance 
and 4-1 home loss to RB 
Leipzig. The French cham-
pions saw the German 
tournament debutants race 
into a 3-0 lead through a 
Jemerson own goal and a 
Timo Werner brace, and 
although Radamel Falcao 
pulled one back, Naby Kei-
ta rounded off  a stunning 
win that keeps Leipzig in 
the hunt.

Leipzig need to better 
Porto's result on the last 
matchday. The Bundesliga 
runners-up host Besiktas, 
while two-time European 
champions Porto take on 
Monaco.

en to see in the northern 
part of  the country. It's 
hard to tell a Naga wrestler 
apart from, say, a Naga 
musician, as both are lanky 
and hewn as a farmer.

"We don't go to a gym. 
For training, Naga wres-
tlers carry buckets of  water 
and firewood or go run-
ning. We do not have any 
special diet either," Kuveo 
said.

As for dieting, there's 
none. There's no meat that 
a Naga wrestler wouldn't 
devour without ever hav-
ing to worry about weight 
gain, for there's no weight 
category system in the 
Naga wrestling as run by 
the Naga Wrestling As-
sociation -- which is also 
associated with the Naga 
Olympics Association and 
the Wrestling Federation 
of  India.

"We wake them up at 
night and make them eat 
meat -- dogmeat, pork, 
beef, chicken, everything. 
After having done his ex-
ercise, a Naga wrestler 
can easily eat one kilo of  
meat," said the manager.

For such a licence, 
Naga wrestlers do not get 
a free pass whenever a big 
bout is on the cards and 
while they may have all the 
fun with the meat, they are 
not above certain absten-
tions which are consid-
ered indispensable for any 
sportsman.

As Kuveo pointed out, 
a Naga wrestler is "not 
allowed to sleep with his 
wife, two-three months 
before a match".

Outside the commu-
nity, however, the usual 
problems that are common 
to our sporting adminis-
tration elsewhere impede 
the Naga fighters. They 
get little support from the 
state government and are 
forced to live within lim-
ited means.

"When a Naga wins a 
tournament (held biennial-
ly by NWA), the champion 
is rewarded with a govern-
ment job, as are those who 
come second, third, and 
fourth, but there's little for 
the remaining participants, 
who are forced to continue 
on their own," Kuveo said.

"I never expected the 
bout to be tough. I was con-
fident that I would win," 
Ankushita said proudly, 
even as the packed stadium 
roared in appreciation.

Jyoti began India's 

march into the semi-finals 
beating Marchese Giovan-
na of Italy in the Flyweight 
category quarters.

Jyoti's ploy worked 
nicely, often finding the 
target and she followed it 

up with a double or triple 
punch combo before step-
ping back and out of  dan-
ger's way.

"The coach told me to 
keep moving around the 
ring and use the jab and 1-2 
combo more often. And 
when she began holding 
me in the second and third, 
he told me do infighting, 
release a burst of  punches 
to her stomach and pull out, 
which is exactly what I did 
and it worked," Jyoti said 
after her victory.

Shashi's opponent in 
the feather weight catego-
ry Abilkhan Sandugash 
from Kazakhstan is an 
established boxer, techni-
cally sound and physically 
strong. It was just a bit of  
smarter boxing that won 
Shashi the day, though, 
thanks to her straight 
punching that often gave 
her the desired results.

"I had beaten her in 
Istanbul, so I knew her 
style and strategy well. I 
ensured I kept my guard 
up in the second and third 
rounds to avoid giving away 
points and implemented the 
coach's strategy of  attack 
and defence in the second 
round before stepping on 
the gas in the final round. 

"I knew I scored enough 

points to win the bout hands 
down," Shashi said.

Sakshi showed her in-
tent right from the word go, 
in her 54-kg bout against 
Xia Lu of China. 

The Indian attacked 
with a series of  combina-
tions that reeled the hap-
less Lu. The referee did a 
standing count on three 
occasions before he decided 
to call off  the contest in the 
second round.

Nitu was equally domi-
nant against Maxi Klotzer 
of Germany in the 45-48kg 
category. She dominated all 
three rounds to be declared 
unanimous victor.

In one of  the most ex-
haustive and exciting bouts 
of  the afternoon, China's 
Cailing Hu and Russia's 
Valeria Rodionova engaged 
in a slugfest in the 57-kg 
category that had all the 
trappings of a thriller.

Though Valeria was 
the stronger of  the two, 
Hu was more clinical and 
had a higher percentage of  
shots on target, bobbing and 
weaving with alacrity to 
win the favour of the judges 
for a unanimous victory.

Over 150 boxers from 
38 countries are competing 
in the event, being held in 
India for the first time.


