
President Ram Nath Kovind addressing a civic reception organized in his honour at Gauhati University in 
Guwahati on Monday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 15°

Agartala 30° 18°

Gangtok 23° 07°

Guwahati 29° 16°

Imphal 27° 11°

Itanagar 26° 15°

Shillong 21° 09°

Delhi 24° 10°

Kolkata 32° 18°

Chennai 30° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 10°
DIMAPUR 27° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 83%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dimapur, Nov. 20 
(EMN): It would appear 
that for the next three days, 
a powerless Kohima would 
be following the charred 
footsteps of  its snarling, 
long-suffering sibling who 
responds to the name of  
Dimapur. 

Even as residents of  
Dimapur town, in recent 
times, have been made to 
suffer powerless hours in 
the aftermath of  a myste-
rious fire charring a power 

transformer at Nagarjan 
sub-station, the depart-
ment in concern has in-
formed about a three-
hour blackout in Kohima, 
among other locations, for 
three consecutive days. 

“It is for information of  
all concerned that depart-
ment is taking up strength-
ening and stringing of  new 
bus bar at 132/33/11kV 
Sub-station at Kohima. 
The department of  Power 
is therefore compelled to 

take total shutdown of  
power supply from 6 am to 
9 am w.e.f  21.11.2017 to 
23.11.2017.

“All consumers in Ko-
hima town and adjoining 
areas, Peren district and 
Medziphema area are 
requested to extend co-
operation and bear with 
the inconvenience,” stated 
a press release from the 
executive engineer of  the 
transmission division of  
Kohima on Monday.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): Doc-
tors playing truant at designated 
government hospitals continue to 
represent a major stumbling block 
to citizens of  the state from receiv-
ing proper medical treatment. The 
Mokokchung Town Lanur Te-
longjem (MTLT) – an extremely 
vocal youth group from Mokokc-
hung – has raised alarm over what 
it stated was ‘irregularities’ of  doc-
tors at Imkongliba Memorial Dis-
trict Hospital (IMDH), one of  the 
oldest hospitals in the district – if  
not entire state. 

A press release from the MTLT 
on Monday informed that it had 
met Imkonng Imchen, the minis-
ter for Health and Family Welfare 
on November 17 last to share its 
concern. “The MTLT also took 
very serious note of  the irregulari-
ties of  doctors at the hospital. This 
is one persistent grievance aired 

out by the patients, and the MTLT 
would seriously take note of  this 
public grievance and the hospi-
tal, or the government, would be 
held responsible if  any patient die 
due to non-attendance or non-per-
formance of  the doctors.”

It informed that the group had 
raised similar concern with the 
authorities of  the hospital. “The 
MTLT, as one of  the concerned 
citizen based organizations in 
Mokokchung town, had been 
hearing many grievances from the 
patients and attendants who ap-
proach the IMDH for their varied 
ailments. The MTLT also duly 
acknowledged the words of  griev-
ances and met with the IMDH of-
ficials and shared and discussed 
how to make the only government 
district hospital run in a better 
way. 

“Likewise, the MTLT also 

called an emergency meeting on 
November 15, 2017 and resolved 
to meet the medical minister, gov-
ernment of  Nagaland, Imkong L 
Imchen at the earliest and share 
the predicament of  the patients. 
Therefore, the MTLT officials 
duly met the medical minister at 
his official residence on Novem-
ber 17, 2017.”

The MTLT pointed out that 
‘of  the many plights and incon-
veniences faced by the common 
public’, it took ‘serious note’ of  
the lack of  proper water supply at 
the hospital. “With the dry season 
approaching, the lack of  water 
supply (or for that matter, the im-
proper distribution of  water sup-
ply to the patients) at the hospital 
is a serious matter which should 
be taken up at the earliest.” 

It also listed 'the issue of  irreg-
ular power supply at the hospital, 

the functioning of  the Blood Bank 
and the lack of  proper infrastruc-
ture at the hospital’ as issues that 
needed immediate redress. “The 
MTLT also discussed about the 
lack of  an Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU), an incubator for new born 
babies and even a proper govern-
ment ambulance. 

“The medical minister assured 
to look into the issues and do the 
needful at the earliest for which 
the MTLT express deep our deep 
appreciation. At the same time, 
the MTLT asks the government of  
Nagaland to initiate the necessary 
actions in a time bound manner.”

It pointed out at the IMDH 
was the “first referral point for 
hundreds of  patients not only for 
Mokokchung district but also for 
the sisters districts (sic) like Tuen-
sang, Zunheboto, Longleng etc.”

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung District 
Truck Owners’ Association 
(MDTOA) has reiterated its 
decision to stay off  Mokok-
chung-bound roads, starting 
6 am of  November 21.

The truckers association 
issued another press state-
ment on Monday announc-
ing its decision to ‘strongly 
enforce the chakkha bandh 
from Tuesday, November 21 
2017 from 6 am onwards’. 
“This chakka bandh will 
be indefinite and no com-
mercial vehicles – trucks 
and pick-up trucks - will be 
allowed to ply on NH-702D 
(Mokokchung – Mariani 
and also Mokokchung-Am-
guri road. 

“No commercial vehi-
cles, the trucks and pickup 
trucks, will be allowed to 
ply in Mokokchung district. 
The chakkha bandh will go 
on till the concerned author-
ities (sic) – the district ad-
ministration and the PWD 
department – ensure that 
the National Highway 702D 
(Mokokchung-Mariani) is 
repaired or improved. This 
Mokokchung-Mariani road 
(NH-702D) is the main eco-
nomic lifeline of  the people 
of  Mokokchung and its sis-
ters districts (sic); therefore 
the MDTOA strongly reit-
erates that this road should 
be repaired,” the statement 
read. 

It cautioned traders ‘not 
to take advantage of  the 
chakka bandh by hiking 
the prices of  essential com-
modities’. “The MDTOA 
strongly reiterates that this 
chakkha bandh is being 
called in the greater inter-

est of  the Naga public in 
our just demand for better 
roads and for the safety of  
our drivers, handymen and 
the commuters. 

“The MDTOA also de-
clares that the association 
will not take responsibility 
for any loss or damage of  
properties during the bandh 
period. The MDTOA has 
already informed all con-
cerned about the impend-
ing bandh. Therefore, if  any 
truckers or businessmen try 
to impede the bandh, and if  
there is consequences of  any 
kind, then the MDTOA will 
not take responsibility but it 
will be the responsibility of  
the district administration 
and the state government 
alone.”

While expressing con-
cern at the plight of  people, 
and their difficulties in the 
aftermath of  the bandh, the 
association stated that the 
move was ‘a last resort.’ 

“Through this bandh, 
the association hopes that 
the state government will 
open their eyes and come to 
the rescue of  the people. Af-
ter all, the MDTOA cannot 
risk the lives of  our drivers 
and handymen and also our 
vehicles simply because of  
the lackadaisical attitude of  
the concerned authorities. 

“The MDTOA also 
deeply appreciates the 
Mokokchung Town Lanur 
Telongjem (MTLT), the All 
Ward Union Mokokchung 
and the Pick-up Trucks Un-
ion, Mokokchung for their 
support towards our just 
cause and their unflinching 
support towards our strong 
demand for better roads.”

Guwahati, Nov. 20 
(IANS): President Ram 
Nath Kovind on Monday 
said that the geographical 
location of  the Barak Val-
ley here gives it the poten-
tial to become a hub for in-
ter-state and international 
trade.

Several connectivity-
related initiatives have 
been taken to achieve this 
potential, said Kovind at 
the closing ceremony of  
the Namami Barak river 
festival.

"The northeastern part 
of  the 'East West Corridor' 
- which runs from Cachar 
in Assam to Kutch in Gu-
jarat - starts from Silchar. A 
broad-gauge railway line, 

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The department of  Geolo-
gy & Mining and Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change has once again as-
serted its right to ‘regulate, 
control and monitor all 
minerals including coal, 
petroleum and natural gas 
in the state’.

A press release from 
the department on Mon-
day cited a ‘joint meet-
ing of  the departments 
of  Geology & Mining 
and Environment, For-
est & Climate Change on 
the matters relating to the 
implementation of  the 
Nagaland Minor Mineral 

Concession Rules 2004 
(NMMCR) held on  Oc-
tober 28, scheduled vide 
Circular No. GM-5/EX-
PL-15/2001(Pt.) Kohima, 
dated the 27th October 
2017, under the Chair-
manship of  Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang’.

According to the state-
ment, the chief  minister 
has made ‘a clear cut de-
cision in line with Article 
371A of  the Indian Con-
stitution and the NOT-
LAR Act 1990 and the 
NMMCR 2004 and Rules 
of  Executive Business, 
wherein, all minerals, coal, 
petroleum and natural 

gas are listed as minerals, 
which falls within the pre-
rogative of  the department 
of  Geology and Mining’ 
during that meeting. 

“Henceforth, the de-
partment of  Geology 
and Mining will regulate, 
control and monitor all 
minerals including coal, 
petroleum and natural gas 
in the State and will con-
tinue granting mining per-
mit, levy tax/royalty on all 
minerals within the State. 
Any other agency collect-
ing royalty on minerals 
will be treated illegal and it 
will attract legal action as 
per the provisions of  law”.

Imphal, Nov. 20 (IANS): Local news-
papers in Manipur hit the stands on 
Monday with their editorial columns 
blank -- in protest against the burning 
of  some copies of  the "Poknapham", a 
Manipuri language newspaper, by BJP 
youth activists on Saturday.

On its Saturday edition, the news-
paper carried a regular satire column 
casting aspersions on the BJP, one of  
the ruling parties in Manipur, over the 
question of  territorial integrity in the 
light of  the imminent implementation 
of  the framework agreement that was 
signed between the Centre and the 
armed Naga group, the NSCN-IM on 
August 3. Both parties are refusing to 
disclose the details of  the agreement. 

Miffed over the satirical write-up, 
some Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) activists burned copies of  the 

newspaper in the party office. 
The President of  the All Manipur 

Working Journalists' Union, Wang-
khemcha Shyamjai said, "There is a 
system in Manipur over such issues. 
The aggrieved party should hold talks 
with the publisher and editor of  a par-
ticular publication to thrash out the 
differences. The party could go to a 
law court if  its grievances are not set-
tled. The burning of  the newspaper 
copies is unacceptable". 

P. Labango Mangang, editor of  
'Kangla Pao', told IANS that as a mark 
of  protest all editors were requested 
not to publish editorials on Monday. 

There is no statement from the 
BJYM as yet over the incident of  
burning of  the newspaper copies, 
which is regarded as an "infringement 
of  the right to freedom of  expression".

We choose our joys  
and sorrows long before 

we experience them. 

~ Khalil Gibran

Sorry for the inconvenience, 
the promise to pay your son's 
scholarship and your salary 

was due to ‘typo error’. 

~ Arien

Shia Waqf Board nod for Ram 
temple, wants mosque in 

Lucknow  | P8

Bolt gives tips to Aussies on 
improving running between 
wickets |  P11

Power woes spread 
to Kohima, Peren 
and Medziphema 

Traunt doctors: Mokokchung youths pull up department  

Mokokchung truckers 
begin ‘indefinite’ 
strike today  

IFAD places 225 cr. to fund jhum management in NE India 
‘ J h u m  n o t  b y  c h o i c e  b u t  c o m p u l s i o n ’

Assam's Barak valley can be hub for international trade – Kovind

Geology and Mining dept. 
asserts right to tax on minerals 

Manipur dailies protest BJYM's 
action with blank editorials

Mirror Takes

EastErn Mirror
Honya Yanlem releases 
debut single   |  P10

connecting Agartala to 
Delhi, passes through the 
Barak valley. All this will 
benefit business and tour-
ism," said Kovind.

On cross-border ini-
tiatives, the President said 
trade with Bangladesh is 
being promoted through 
the Border Trade Centre 

located in Karimganj dis-
trict. India is being con-
nected to Southeast Asia 
under the Act East Policy, 
taking advantage of  the 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 20 : An international 
agriculture development agency has 
said that Rs. 225 cr. will be invested 
for sustainable management of  jhum 
cultivation in Northeast India. The 
project will start from the states of  Na-
galand and Mizoram, it was informed. 

The International Fund for Ag-
ricultural Development (IFAD) con-
ducted a two-day conference on sus-
tainable management of  jhum (in the 
Northeast Indian region) at Hotel Aca-
cia in Dimapur on Monday. 

The event was conducted in part-
nership with the ministry of  the Devel-
opment of  Northeast Region (DoN-
ER) and the government of  Nagaland.

The idea of  the ‘roundtable’ con-
ference was to design the Fostering 
Climate Resilient Highland Farming 
Systems in the Northeast, ‘FOCUS.’ 
Within a span of  six years (2018-2024) 
IFAD will be investing Rs. 225 cr. for 
the project starting with Nagaland and 
Mizoram. 

FOCUS will be the first project 
with which the IFAD will address the 
question of  jhum management in a 
‘structured manner’ after realizing that 
jhum was not only a production sys-
tem but an “ethos of  life” that generat-
ed passionate discussions about either 
its conservation or its replacement.

Rasha Omar, country representa-

tive for IFAD India, informed that the 
changing climate pattern was adding to 
the complexity of  the task and animat-
ing further debate between supporters 
and opponents of  jhum. According to 
projections, Climate Change will in-
crease the vulnerability of  agriculture 
and forest and the loss of  production 
and biodiversity. 

Prominent consultants from organ-
isations such as the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), International Council for Re-
search in Agroforestry (ICRAF), Cen-
tre for Integrated Natural Resources 
and Agricultural Management (CIN-
RAM) USA, IFAD and others acted as 
resource persons for the two day event 
that started NOV 20.

Prof. VP Singh, advisor to ICRAF 
spoke briefly. He said farming is one 
of  the main livelihoods in rural Naga-
land where jhum has been part of  the 
daily lives of  farmers. “Jhum is not by 
choice but a compulsion,” he said. The 
main goal will be to continue jhum 
with lesser negative impact on the en-
vironment and bring more financial 
value.

Imkong L Imchen, minister of  
Health & Family Welfare, also the 
chief  guest of  the event, appreciated 
the IFAD for choosing nine north and 
eastern districts of  Nagaland consist-

ing of  650 villages to be funded. “Peo-
ple will be benefited and it is the first 
project to come into rescue for the 
state of  Nagaland,” he said.

Farmers from Phek, Mon and 
Mokokchung also informed about the 
advantages and disadvantages of  jhum 
cultivation in their land. One said that 
farmers find the position of  the state 
government “confusing” in regard to 
planting a particular type of  tree one 
year and then changing it in the next 
later years. This discourages farmers, 
the farmer said.  

Because jhum activities were 
stopped in Phek due to socio-econom-
ic changes where funds were needed, 
the Entrepreneurs Associates of  Na-
galand had started handing out funds 
so that farmers can buy cash crops and 
grow them for sustainability.

Another farmer, from Mon where 
jhum cultivation is intensified, said 
that the entire livelihood of  a family 
depends on jhum because it takes a 
specific period of  time while others are 
risky and might take longer periods. It 
just doesn’t help in finances but also in 
food requirement, he said. 

Dr. Randhir Singh Poswal of  the 
ICAR said that as far as Nagaland was 
concerned ‘horticulture is very impor-
tant and science and technology will 
make it possible to bring changes’ to 
the ‘ground level.’

“Burning in one area will affect the 
climate change somewhere else,” he 
said. He said awareness amongst the 
farmers needs to be spread. He had a 
word of  advice too: Be patient to have 
the technology to grow the crops and 
study if  change in the quality of  the 
soil would be needed.

Another session of  the event in-
cluded discussions about settled agri-
culture as an alternative to jhum. Dr. 
Augustine Jun Mercado, representa-
tive of  ICRAF Philippines, said that 
the Conservation Agriculture with 
Trees (CAT) was an option to jhum in-
tensification; the CAT provides better 
economic, social and environmental 
benefits. 

Crops diversification and inten-
sification should anchor on efficient 
and effective use of  ‘above and below 
ground’ growth resources (light, water, 
air and nutrients) as well as provid-
ing decent employment, income and 
food security to the upland dwellers. 
He mentioned that NGOs, the govern-
ment and private companies should 
address the barriers to CAT research 
and development by providing funds 
and subsidies, investigate conservation 
agriculture machineries and equip-
ment, and strengthen research linkages 
etc.

The executive secretary of  the 
Phom Baptist Church Association 

Nuklu Phom also said that Climatic 
Change was now affecting Nagaland. 
Therefore, it was asserted, settled cul-
tivation should be an alternative to 
jhum in order to protect soil erosion. 
Sustainable projects such as piggery, 
fishery etc., have been introduced in 
the district of  Longleng. 

He added that settled cultivation 
also helps in the conservation of  the 
forest and rivers. It has also helped in 
the migration of  many new animals 
and birds in the district, the session 
was told.

Also, Seno Tsuha from the North 
East Network mentioned in her speech 
that there were very few young people 
joining jhum agriculture most probably 
because of  the policies of  the govern-
ment, lesser labour in the household 
due to the abandonment of  farming. It 
also could be partially due to the edu-
cation system where children are not 
taught about farming culture that ‘we 
had in our past, and the changes in the 
lifestyle of  the society.’

Jean Metha, one of  the members 
of  the Green Caravan, elaborated on 
issues and constraints faced by the 
young people in the state. Metha has 
sought ‘positive intervention’ from the 
state government and other institu-
tions to establish proper market chan-
nels and help build infrastructure for 
local agricultural products.

geographical location of  
the northeast, including 
Assam.

The President empha-
sised that there is tremen-
dous potential for growth 
of  business and trade 
links between Southeast 
Asia and the northeast 
region of  India.

He expressed confi-
dence that with the de-
velopment of  infrastruc-
ture by Union and state 
governments, this region 
would become a driver 
of  international trade 
and commerce. Later in 
the day, the President at-
tended a civic reception 
hosted at the Guwahati 
University.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the President said 
Assam is the gateway to 
the northeast region of  
India and commended 

the state's rich geographi-
cal, social and cultural 
diversity.

"Assam has devel-
oped industries such as 
oil and natural gas, tea, 
and silk. By building 
modern infrastructure, 
the prospects for Assam 
and the entire northeast 
will be even greater," he 
said.Stressing that tour-
ism industry has im-
mense scope in Assam, 
the President said this 
state is already an impor-
tant part of  the tourist 
map due to the Kaziran-
ga and Manas National 
Parks.

He was confident that 
by facilitating the right ec-
osystem for tourism, the 
state government could 
multiply the economic 
and social benefits of  the 
tourism industry. 



Honouring the Past: GHS 
Akuluto attains 50 years 

MGOS church celebrates 
St. Gregarious feast

State BJP  
to organise  
booth-level 
committee training

Waiting Shed at Jalukie inaugurated

Review meet on preparation 
of Hornbill Festival held

Awareness activities mark ‘connecting to serve’ campaign

ADC Mkg. directs 
newly recognised 
villages

2 State
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, November 21, 2017

GHS Akuluto jubilee choir presenting a special number.  DAO and convenor of jubilee planning board, T Toniho Chophi inaugurating the jubilee 
gate of GHS Akuluto on Nov. 17. 

 Kiengau and officials after inaugurating the waiting shed at the SDO (C) office at Jalukie.

DC Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan addressing the Hornbill festival review meet on Monday.

EAC Tsidi flagging  off the motorbike rally in Tuensang.

MGOS church members seen during the procession held in commemoration of St. Mar Gregarious of 
Parumala.

Weather forecast in other Districts 

Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 20.6 14.2 15.3 81 3.8

ZBt 19.3 13.6 17.4 94 9.6

Mon 27 15.4 14.2 88 NIL

tuensanG 18 14 16.7 92 2

MKG 23 16 14.9 70 4.2

PheK - - - - -

KiPhire 24.2 14.8 18.1 89 1

sechÜ ZuBZa 22 16 17 76 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 24.2 15.8 19.1 84 12

JaLuKie 20 9 17.4 91 2

ManGKoLeMBa 29.6 20 21.3 95 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

DC Dimapur notifies on 
Governor’s medal
Deputy Commissioner Dimapur Kesonyu Yhome has 
notified departments, institutions, NGOs and individuals 
under Dimapur district to collect forms for deserving 
cases for award of Governor’s Gold Medal/Governor’s 
Commendation Certificates to be honoured on the 
occasion of Republic Day Jan. 26, 2018. All concerned 
are requested to collect the form from the DC Office, 
Dimapur. The last date of submission of forms is on or 
before Nov. 28.

NWH Dimapur to celebrate golden jubilee
The Naga Women Hoho (NWH) Dimapur will be celebrating 
the 50th year of golden jubilee coomemoration “The year 
of Liberty” on Nov. 24 at 1 p.m., with Additional Secretary 
ED & Mission Director Sate Rural Livelihood Mission Athel 
O Lotha as chief guest and Commissioner of Police Lima 
Sunep as guest of honour.

Dobashis seminar on nov. 30
The Dimapur District Dobashi Association (DDDA) joint 
secretary Thepfutuo  Kense has informed all Dobashis 
(DBs) under Dimapur district that Dobashi seminar is to 
be held on Nov. 30, 10:10 a.m. at Chumukedima Town 
Council Hall under the theme “Retrospection on Naga 
customary law, its practices and usages.” TN Mannen, 1AS 
(Retired) additional chief secretary and commissioner, 
will be the main speaker of the programme. Therefore, 
all DBs are requested to attend the proposed seminar 
positively. All head DBs are also directed to inform DBs 
under their jurisdiction. 

Lotha Students’ Union assembly
The Lotha Students’ Union (LSU) will be holding its 
2nd union assembly for the tenure 2017-2020 on Nov. 
24, 11 a.m. the assembly will be hosted by the Englan 
Ekhai Ekhung at Englan village. All federating units, 
senior leaders and concerned individuals are requested 
to attend the assembly. All federating units are also 
requested to submit the union registration fee during the 
assembly. The LSU also informed that transportation will 
be provided from NST counter at 8:30 a.m.

BJP Tseminyu Mandal executive meet
The BJP  12th Tseminyu Mandal has convened an executive 
meeting on Nov. 25, 11 a.m. at the general secretary 
Rushvulo Kent’s residence, New town, Tseminyu. All the 
Rengma BJP party  workers belonging to Tseminyu sub-
division and serving in variouslevels under the state BJP 
are requested to positively attend the meeting.

CANSSEA Mokokchung unit meeting
The annual general meeting of the CANSSEA Mokokchung 
unit has been convened on Nov. 23, 11 a.m. at Town hall, 
Mokokchung. In this connection, all heads of offices are 
informed to attend the meeting along with two members 
(staff). It has informed that registration will commence 
from 10:30 a.m.

CPO executive council meeting
The Chakhesang Public Organization (CPO) has informed 
all the legislators, former legislators, former CPO 
presidents, area presidents, executive council members 
and frontal organisations head that an executive council 
meeting will be held on Nov. 29 at 10:30 a.m. at Tourist 
Lodge Complex, near NAP camp, Pfutsero. All concerned 
are requested to attend the meeting.

NewS iN Brief

Crime beat

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The Government High 
School, Akuluto celebrat-
ed golden jubilee under the 
theme ‘Honoring the Past,’ 
on Nov. 17.

Students are the real 
asset of  the nation, main-
t a i n e d  D e p u t y  D E O, 
Zunheboto, Emilo Pat-
ton speaking at the cel-
ebration. She stressed on 
the importance of  stu-

dents teachers relation 
and pointed that quality 
learning largely depends 
on quality teaching.

VC Khutovi Sema, the 
only surviving member of  
the 1st Managing Board 
of  the school, briefing on 
the history of  the school 
said the school during the 
early period functioned 
through the contributions 
made by public leaders 

and elders. The school, he 
said was finally recognised 
by the government dur-
ing the tenure the previ-
ous finance minister Dr. 
Hokishe Sema.

Prof. Horticulture de-
partment, SARSD, NU, 
Medziphema, Dr. Akali 
who is also an alumni of  
the school in her speech 
said “the mistake of  a law-
yer ends in jail, the mis-

take of  a doctor ends in 
grave, but the mistake of  a 
teacher destroys the whole 
nation.”

 Dr. Hesheto Chishi 
offered the invocation 
prayer while convenor of  
jubilee planning board un-
veiled the jubilee gate, on 
behalf  of  the chief  guest. 
Headmaster of  the school 
delivered the welcome 
address.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
ADC Mokokchung W 
Manpai Phom has directed 
the three newly established 
villages under Mokokc-
hung district to bifurcate 
population, eligible voters, 
and beneficiaries under 
Rural Development and 
other department from 
their respective parent vil-
lages. 

The three newly recog-
nised villages are: Merayim 
under ADC Mangkolem-
ba, Chubarongpang under 
ADC Tuli and Alongtaki 
under EAC Longchem, 
ADC Mangkolemba.

ADC also informed 
ADC Mangkolemba and 
Tuli to give instruction 
to the newly recognised 
villages to furnish the nec-
essary information at the 
earliest for onward submis-
sion to the government.

The state government 
has recently accorded rec-
ognition to the 42 newly 
established villages includ-
ing three from Mokokc-
hung district through a 
notification, dated 12th 
October 2017, the release 
informed.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): Block 
Development Officer, Kiengau 
inaugurated a waiting shed at the 
office premise of  SDO (C), Jalukie 
on Oct. 17.

Speaking at the function, Kien-
gau lauded the Ngangbam Society, 
Jalukie for their selfless service ren-

dered to the public. He also urged 
the citizen to make the best use of  
the same. 

Secretary of  Ngangbam So-
ciety, Jalukie presented a report 
on waiting shed construction and 
activities of  the society. He also 
apprised that the society aims to 

work for the welfare of  the people 
and fight against social evil and 
others.

SDO (C), Jalukie, Lankonsen 
Tsanglao chaired the programme 
while Pastor Lungsa Christian 
Church, Jalukie offered a dedica-
tory prayer. 

One detained for sale  
of counterfeit cosmetics
Basing on complaint received at police station regarding sale of  
bogus and counterfeit cosmetics products at Binit Store located at 
F1/5 New Market, Dimapur police conducted reportedly raided 
the shop and seized 462 Nivea lip care and 59 fruity shine (dupli-
cate). Accordingly, one person namely Sanjeet Chaudhury, son of  
Amar Nath Chaudhury of Lavapur Anrayan village, Mohanar, 
Vaishali (Bihar) presently residing at Midland colony, Dimapur 
was arrested and case has been registered at East  PS for further  
investigation.

Two held for collecting illegal taxes
Dimapur Police Crime Branch (CID) on Nov. 11 arrested two 
persons namely Kabir Ahmed, ‘SS Rajapeu NSCN (IM)’ son of  
Md Aklasur Rahman of Kanhai Bazar village, Karimganj Assam, 
presently resident of Dimapur Court and Charali Nazmul Islam, 
son of Abdul Noin, of Daya Pasna village, Karimganj Assam, cur-
rently resident at Naga Bazar, Dimapur for collecting illegal taxes 
in the name of NSCN (IM) from trucker near Dimapur Railway 
siding area. 

According to additional deputy commissioner of Police, one 
.32 pistol, five.32 live rounds, 2580 of Spasmo Proxyvon capsules, 
and duplicate receipt booklet were recovered from their possession. 
A case has been registered at GRPS for further investigation.

One arrested for stealing auto-rickshaw
One person namely Laventhung Lotha, son of Y Mosah Lotha of  
Phiro village, Wokha presently residing at 1st Gate Chumukedima 
is said to have been arrested for trying to stealing an auto-rickshaw 
from Walford area, Dimapur on Nov. 10. A case has been regis-
tered at East PS for further investigation.

Three apprehended with contraband
Dimapur Police manning Chumukedima check gate, on Nov. 7 
is said to have intercepted one vehicle (Gypsy) and recovered 160 
kg (approx) of contraband ganja. In this connection one person 
namely Aba Tetseo, son of Hunetsu of Luzaphuhu village, Phek 
has been arrested. Accordingly, a case has been registered at Chu-
mukedima PS for further investigation.

On Nov. 8, during the joint operation by Dimapur police Spe-
cial Branch team at Chumukedima check gate, it was reported that 
one vehicle (Tata Indica) B/Regd. No. ASIT 9456 tried to flee from 
the checking duty party. 

After a hot chase the vehicle was intercepted at 6th Mile Di-
mapur and on checking, 90 Kg (approx) of contraband Ganja was 
recovered, the release informed. 

In this connection, the driver of the vehicle namely Lolly Kape, 
son of  Niponi Kape, of  Topopfu village, Senapati (Manipur) 
was arrested and a case was registered at Chumukedima PS for 
investigation.

On Nov. 13 Dimapur Police manning at Chumukedima check 
gate recovered 30 Kg (approx) of contraband ganja from one Lonyi 
Anele Mero wife of Kuzuve of Pfutseromi village, Phek. Accord-
ingly, she was arrested and a case has been registered at Women 
PS for further investigation.

AR nabs one cadre
Basing on specific input about the presence of FGN cadre, 9 Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) launched and opera-
tion in Kami road junction of Pfutsero sub-division on  Nov. 18.

During the operation troops of Assam Rifles apprehended one 
FGN cadre identified as Mesengulo Wetsah son of Zhiethsunyi 
of Zapami village.  As per the release one 7.62 MM Rifle and one 
magazine with five live rounds were recovered from his possession. 
Subsequently, the accused has been handed over to Pfutsero Police 
Station for further investigation.

D i m a p u r,  N ov.  2 0 
(EMN): A review meet-
ing in regard to the prep-
aration for the upcoming 
Hornbill Festival was 
held on Monday at Dep-
uty Commissioner con-
ference Hall, Kohima.

DC Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan said that 
the meeting was con-

vened to know the status 
of  the assigned works 
from all the concerned 
officers, departments 
and NGOs. The meet-
ing discussed at length 
on the issues of  road 
maintenance, power sup-
ply, POS machine, ATM, 
stalls and water supply 
among others. 

Various department 
officers, president of  
Kigwema and phesa-
ma youth organisations 
highlighted their views 
and suggestions. 

The DC has request-
ed all the concerned of-
ficers and departments to 
complete their assigned 
works by Nov. 26.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The State BJP in its emer-
gency meeting held on Mon-
day in Dimapur, deliberated 
on the modalities to organise 
the booth-level committee 
training programme from first 
week of  December till 3rd 
week of Jan. 2018.  This is in 
compliance with the Centre 
BJP directive.

The Media Cell BJP 
through a release informed 
that the first phase of  the 
programme will be covering 
the completed booth-level 
committees:  Mon, Tuensang, 
Longleng, and Mokokchung.

 Therefore, all district and 
mandal presidents are remind-
ed to constitute incomplete 
booth-level committees before 
the end of Nov.

State officials, senior mem-
bers, former state president 
and secretary organising also 
attended the meeting.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of  the 
country, District Legal Serv-
ices Authorities (DLSAs) 
across the state conducted 
various activities to com-
memorate the ten-day cam-
paign titled “Connecting 
to Serve” devised by the 
National Legal Services Au-
thority from Nov. 9 to 18 . 

The campaign was 
aimed for making public 
aware about the various 
functions and activities of  
Legal Services Authorities 
and availability of free legal 
services so that weaker and 
marginalized sections of  
society are made aware, 
approachable and service is 
delivered to them. 

During the campaign, 
Tuensang District Legal 
Service Authority conduct-
ed awareness by distributing 
local translated pamphlets, 

awareness camp at district 
jail, poster campaign, and 
motorbike rally in collabo-
ration with the Frontier 
Royal Enfield EN Bloc.   

Kohima District Legal 
Services Authority spread 
legal awareness through 
poster campaign, Door-to-
Door and hoardings.  

P h e k  D i s t r i c t  L e -
gal Service Authority set 
up legal assistance desk, 
poster campaign, door to 
door campaign at Kutsapo 
village, and Pfutsero sub-
division, hoardings, legal 
awareness programme at 
Chozuba, Phek town and in 
collaboration with NSACS 
at Phek town. 

Zunheboto District Le-
gal Services Authority or-
ganised visitation cum legal 
Awareness camp, painting 
competition, legal aware-
ness at District Jail, vis-

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The MGOS church, Mid-
land celebrated the feast of  
Patron Saint Mar Gregari-
ous of  Parumala on Nov. 
18 and 19, with Dr. Yuh-
anon Mar Chrisostomos, 
Metropolitan of  Niranam 
diocese as the chief  cel-
ebrant.

Dr. Chrisostomos in 
his message highlighted 
the life of  saint Gregarious 
of  Parumala. “After 115 

years of  his death still his 
life is a model for others.  
During his life time and 
even after death irrespec-
tive of  religion and caste 
thousands of  devotees re-
ceived   immense blessings 
through his intercession.  
Now Parumala is a global 
pilgrimage centre of  the 
Syrian Orthodox Church,” 
he said.

 After the Holy Com-
munion a public meeting 

was held in the church 
along with procession fol-
lowed by love feast.  

The guest of  honour, 
Dr. Ilyas IPS, briefed edu-
cational mission activities 
of  the orthodox communi-
ties around the world. 

People from Kohima,  
orhat and other parts of  
Nagaland  participated in 
the feast along with Ma-
layalee communities of  
Dimapur.

ited Hezukhu Memorial 
District Hospital, opened 
legal assistance desk and 
distributed legal literacy 
pamphlets. 

Longleng District Legal 
Services Authority con-
ducted legal awareness 
campaign, Door to door 
campaign at Yachem village 
Longleng, Poster campaign 

and spot painting competi-
tion.

Wokha District Legal 
Services Authority conduct-
ed poster campaign, legal 
awareness with mentally 
disabled, legal awareness in 
collaboration with District 
Aids Prevention and Con-
trol Unit and walkathon. 

Kiphire District Legal 

Services Authority held 
Awareness  Campaign 
in the school at Pungro, 
Door to door campaigns at 
Tikenvong and Jenty Village 
under Pungro Sub-division 
Kiphire District, Azetso and 
Sangtsozi villages and put 
up hoardings. 

Peren District Legal 
Services Authority put up 

hoardings, poster campaign 
and legal awareness cam-
paign.

Mokokchung District 
Legal Services Authority 
conducted legal awareness 
at district jail, cycle rally and 
walkathon, mental health 
camp and legal awareness 
workshop with district 
stakeholders. 

Dimapur District Legal 
Services Authority organ-
ized legal awareness pro-
gram at St. John College, 
LokAdalat, visited central 
jail, put up hoardings and 
distributed legal literacy 
pamphlets. 

Mon District Legal 
Services Authority con-
ducted legal awareness at 
Leangha Village, Chingai 
ward, Nangtan village, La-
paLempong village, Tanlao 
Ward and opened legal as-
sistance desk. 
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BJP national general secretary (Org) Ramlal with State officials during a meeting in Dimapur.

The first two winners of tug of war competition with others during Phekmi farmers’ day on November 15.

NSDF team presenting Naga cultural item at the ‘Samvaad - A tribal conclave’ organised by Tata Steel at Tatanagar, Jamshedpur, from November 15 to 19.

Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu speaking at the inaugural programme of skill 
fest at Oriental College, Kohima, on November 20.

State

BJP iterates party’s secular colours

NHM employees call off strike

Nagas showcase rich culture at tribal conclave

Tug of war marks Phekmi farmers’ day

BJP Longkhim-Chare 
removes president

Associations threaten agitation from Nov. 22

State legislator urges 
youth to acquire skills

EM Images

job and a degree, he said the 
Central government has in-
cluded ‘skill education’ to en-
hance the skill of the youth 
during their degree courses. 
He, therefore, called upon 
the students to set their goals 
high and not only focused in 
achieving academic degrees 
but also enhance their skill in 
the trade of their interest.

The College principal 
Dr. Ketshukietuo Dzüvichü, 
in his address, has termed as 
a red letter day for the col-
lege as the college is starting 

a new venture on skills devel-
opment and entrepreneur-
ship training and starting to 
empower students through 
various training.

“The syllabus taught in 
the college and university is 
too conventional and mostly 
theoretical, hence there is a 
huge gap in the demand and 
supply of  workforce in the 
market,” said Dzüvichü and 
hoped that the  programme 
would bring about overall 
development of the students 
creating skills necessary for 

KG-2170

enhancing employability as 
well as entrepreneurial abil-
ity of the students.

He stated that life skills 
and personality develop-
ment is a new programme 
which has been incorporated 
as an add-on curriculum 
from the academic session 
2017 for higher secondary 
and degree classes in order 
to  help students achieve aca-
demic excellence and impart 
other vital skills to lead a suc-
cessful and enriching life.

“This training will not 
guarantee you to get a cer-
tificate or a degree, but this 
is something which you will 
learn and do practically and 
take up as a profession or 
use it in your day to day life,” 
said the principal.

During the week-long 
programme, the college will 
impart training on the fol-
lowing trades such as coffee 
plantation, piggery, fishery, 
entrepreneurship, horticul-
ture, mushroom cultivation, 
food processing, handicrafts 
and carpentry, baking, paint-
ing and framing, doll orna-
mental making, knitting, 
electrical fittings where vari-
ous resource persons will be 
training the students on each 
trade.

Kohima, Nov. 20 (EMN): The 23rd 
Phekmi farmers’ day celebration- 
cum- tug of  war competition coincid-
ing with Khilünyie festival took place 
on November 15 last at Phek village 
under the aegis of  Phek Farmers Club 
(PFC).

Chivozo Soho, chairman of  Phek 
village councilm had graced the 
occasion as the chief  guest, while 
Khütseiyi Vero, retired PA to Phek 

DC, was the guest of  honour.
In tug of  war competition, Ra-

zuba Khel bagged first position, while 
Bible Hill, Kotisu village and Upper 
Ketouzou khel were declared winners 
in the second, third and fourth place 
respectively. Hukhonieyi Soho, PET 
of  GHS Phek village, was the chief  
judge of  tug of  war competition.

Earlier, the inaugural function 
was chaired by Chinetso Hoshi, vice 

president, PFC, while the welcome 
address was delivered by Thüputhiyi 
Venuh, chief  coordinator PFC. Ac-
knowledgement was led by PFC 
president Chekhünieyi Vero.

Phek village head GB, Dusanü 
Venuh, also exhorted the gathering 
and PFC games and sports secretary, 
Küveliito Keyho, administered oath 
to the participating teams of  tug of  
war competition.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): The em-
ployees of  National Health Mission 
(NHM) have called-off the total cessa-
tion of work with effect from Novem-
ber 21 following assurance from the 
Mission Director to clear the pending 
salaries within 10 days.

The employees have expressed 

gratitude the chief  minister, medical 
minister, and the officials concerned 
for understanding the problems and 
expediting the release of NHM funds. 
The employees have also requested 
the government to further release the 
remaining fund for all the vertical pro-
grammes on or before November 30.

The employees have urged the 
government to transfer the fund within 
15 days after the allocation of the same 
from the Government of India.

Meanwhile, the employees have 
extended gratitude to the public for 
bearing with inconveniences during its 
agitation.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): BJP unit of  
52 Longkhim-Chare Assembly Constitu-
ency has unanimously decided to remove 
its president Hongcho Sangtam with im-
mediate effect for his alleged anti-party 
activities. 

The decision to remove its unit presi-
dent was taken during an emergency 
meeting on November 18 at the official 
residence of  minister of  Cooperation, Re-
lief  & Rehabilitation and MARCOFED, 
Imtilemba Sangtam. Following the re-
moval of  Hongcho Sangtam, the unit has 
elected Khumpise Sangtam as the new 
president.

A press release issued by the unit vice 
president, Yangthsase Sangtam, stated 
that the house had thoroughly deliberated 
on the anti-party activities of  Hongcho 
Sangtam. It has accused him of  indulging 
in anti-party activities for quite some time 
by hobnobbing with others by deliberately 
trying to weaken the position of  sitting 
BJP minister, Imtilemba Sangtam. 

It stated that when BJP minister 
Imtilemba Sangtam, as part of  the min-
isterial team headed by the chief  minister 
TR Zeliang was moving around at the na-
tional capital meeting with various union 
ministers and other important leaders for 
early resolution of  the longstanding Naga 
political issue, Hongcho Sangtam started 
playing with his sinister design to prop 
up some other candidate to fight against 
party’s own sitting minister in the 52 
Longkim-Chare Assembly Constituency. 

After examining all his anti-party ac-
tivities, the house unanimously decided to 
remove Hongcho Sangtam as its president 
with immediate effect. 

Dimapur, Nov 20 (EMN): 
A 20-member team from 
the Nagaland State Dis-
ability Forum (NSDF) par-
ticipated at the 4th edition 
of  ‘Samvaad – a tribal con-
clave’ held at Tatanagar, 
Jamshedpur, from Novem-
ber 15 to 19. The team 
included 15 persons with 
disabilities and 5 escorts.

‘Samvaad - A tribal 
conclave’ is Tata Steel’s 
Tribal Cultural Society’s in-
itiative that seeks to revive, 
preserve and promote tribal 
culture. The four-day event 
commemorates the birth 
anniversary of  iconic tribal 
leader Birsa Munda, as 
well as the Foundation Day 
of  the State of  Jharkhand. 
The first-of-its-kind festival 

was held for the fourth 
consecutive year at Jam-
shedpur. 

The event which was 
held on theme “Youth 
leadership among tribal 
communities” showcased 
the heritage and culture of  
tribes from across India for 
the first time and around 
the world.

The 15 PwD members 
of  NSDF gave a cultural 
presentation. According to 
them, they wanted to pro-
mote two things through 
their participation – firstly, 
the rich Naga cultural herit-
age which has been passed 
on from generation to gen-
eration. Secondly, their aim 
was to promote inclusion 
through their participation 

- to speak up for inclusion 
of  all people, including 
people with disabilities, 
in various kinds of  pro-
grammes, events, etc.

Over 1500 delegates 
from India,  including 
500 tribal youth leaders 
from 103 tribes from 22 
states, and 12 international 
delegates from Canada, 
Australia, Zimbabwe and 
Africa participated in the 
event. 

Renowned folk artistes 
from the North East in-
cluding Tetseo Sisters and 
Guru Rewben Mashangva 
have also performed at the 
conclave.

Bes ides  the  NSDF 
team, other delegates from 
Nagaland included the 

Nagaland Wrestling Asso-
ciation, five youth leaders 
from Phek district, two 
each from Dimapur and 
Jalukie.

Wel l  known social 
worker and trustee Ini-
tiatives of  Change (IofC), 
Niketu Iralu, also gave a 
talk to the participating 
youth leaders.

Seminars, workshops, 
sessions and interactions 
were held with the selected 
500 tribal youth leaders to 
discuss issues and develop-
ment of  tribal youth and 
promotion of tribal people. 
Other features of the event 
included exhibition of tribal 
sports, tribal medicines, 
tribal handlooms and hand-
icrafts, tribal cuisines, etc.

Dimapur, Nov 20 (EMN): With no 
favourable responds from the govern-
ment despite a seven-day ultimatum 
for a decision and to recommend the 
empanelled list of non-SCS officers 
to DoPT/ UPSC, a confederation of  
four associations namely CANSSEA, 
FONSESA, NSSA and NF&ASA 
have decided to launch its first phase 
agitation from November 21, which 
will be followed by the second and 
third phase till their legitimate rights 
are fulfilled.

It may be mentioned here that the 
confederation of  four associations 
had, on November 14, served an 
ultimatum to the government giving 
seven days for a decision and to rec-
ommend the empanelled list of non-
SCS Officers to the DoPT/UPSC. 
With no favourable responds from 
the government even after lapse of  
seven-day ultimatum which expires 
on November 21, the confederation 
of four associations have termed as 
denial of  justice to their legitimate 
rights. 

With no positive responds from 
the government, the confederation 
of  four associations had a thread-
bare deliberation on November 20 
and resolved to launch its first phase 
agitation, which will be followed by 
the second and third phase till their 
legitimate rights are fulfilled.

A joint press release issued by 
CANSSEA president Dr. Zase Chu-
si, FONSESA president Er. Y TEP, 
NSSA president Johnny Humtsoe, 
NF&ASA president RN Yanthan, 
convenor of  action committee Dr. 
Ilang, and members Kitto Swu, Er. 

Neülabeizo and Temsu Longkumer 
stated that the associations would 
launch its first phase agitation in the 
form of pen down strike from No-
vember 22 midnight, which would 
continued for a period of three days. 
The strike would be mandatory for 
all the employees under the umbrella 
of the confederation of four associa-
tions.

In this regard, it has directed the 
president and office bearers of NSSA 
and NF&ASA to check its member 
for strict compliance of the resolution 
adopted and initiate action against 
the defaulters as deemed fit.

CANSSEA and FONSESA 
were asked to direct the entire sister 
associations affiliated under them 
to ensure strict adherence to the 
pen down strike in their respective 
departments. All sister associations 
would appoint one liaison officer 
and submit their names and contact 
number to the Action Committee by 
November 21.

Meanwhile, the four associa-
tions informed that medical, PHED, 
Power, Fire Services, NST, IPR, Edu-
cational Institutions and other public 
utility services would be exempt from 
the purview of the pen down strike. 
However, the Directorates and all 
district establishments are asked to 
comply with the pen down strike.

The four associations have set 
up its Control Room at CANSSEA 
office. All concerned are asked to 
contact phone nos. 9856136608, 
8119068542, 7640831164, and 
9436076858 for necessary informa-
tion till further notice. 

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
BJP national general sec-
retary (Org) Ramlal has 
reiterated that BJP is purely 
a political party bearing 
true faith and allegiance to 
the Constitution of  India 
as established by law and to 
the principles of socialism, 
secularism and democracy 
adding the party would up-
hold the sovereignty, unity 
and integrity of India.

Clarifying the miscon-
ception that BJP is against 
Christian/ minority/ trib-
al etc., Ramlal said those 
were all engineered by some 
vested- interested section/ 
group of  people with an 
ulterior motive to stop the 
growth of BJP.

Ramlal said this in his 
addressing at the recent 
meeting of booth level com-
mittees in Dimapur. Stating 
that BJP’s main agenda 

is to deliver development 
agenda, he called upon the 
workers to disseminate the 
right message to the grass-
roots people.

Citing few instances, 
Ramlal said out of 40 seats 
in Goa legislative assembly, 
BJP has 13 MLAs and 7 
Christian MLAs, highest 
number of  Christian law-
makers since the State poll 
were first held in 1963. He 
added that the Deputy chief  
minister Francis D’souza is 
a Christian. He said Chris-
tians constitute 25% popu-
lation and Hindu 65% in 
Goa.

In the case of  union 
minister of tourism, Ramlal 
said Alphons Joseph Kan-
nanthanam is a Christian 
hailing from Kerala who 
was accommodated a Rajya 
Sabya seat  from Rajasthan. 
He also pointed out that de-

spite being from a Congress 
background, Governor of  
Odisha SC Jamir, who is a 
Christian, still continues in 
NDA era under the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

While recalling the past 
during the regime of  Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, Ramlal 
stated that PC Alexander, 
who is a Christian, was 
proposed by BJP under 
Vajpayee- era for the post of  
President of India but Con-
gress refused to support.

He, therefore, said the 
question of BJP against the 
Christians does not arise. 
He said the party stands on 
“Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas” 
(all inclusive growth) for 
all round development and  
aims in establishing a demo-
cratic state which guarantee 
to all citizens irrespective of  
caste, creed or sex, political, 
social and economic justice, 

equality of opportunity and 
liberty (freedom) of  faith 
and expression.

Meanwhile, the Naga-
land State BJP Unit has 
reminded all the district 
and Mandal presidents 
to complete their booth-
level committees by the 
end of  November as the 
party high command has 
directed  the State unit to 
launch the “Karyakarta 
Sammelan” by first week 
of   December.

The recent routine visit 
of  the national general sec-
retary (Org) Ramlal was 
to strengthen the State lev-
el to district-mandal and 
booth-level committees. He 
has directed all district in- 
charges and State officials 
to conduct tour in order 
to monitor and coordinate 
with the booth level com-
mittees process.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
With 70,000 educated un-
employed youth in the State 
registered with the Employ-
ment Exchange as in July 
2017, Parliamentary Secre-
tary of Employment, Skills 
Development and Entre-
preneurship, Dr. Neiphr-
ezo Keditsu, has urged the 
students to hone their skills 
in trade and prosper rather 
than depending on govern-
ment jobs, which according 
to him has reached a saturat-
ing point.

Speaking at the week-
long skill fest organised by 
Oriental College, Kohima, 
on November 29, Keditsu 
called upon the students to 
set their goals high by acquir-
ing skills in the trade of their 
interest and not merely fo-
cused in achieving academic 
degrees.

While pointing out that 
government jobs in Naga-
land have reached a satura-
tion point, he urged upon 
the students to shift their 
focus. He said, “education 
system in our country is de-
gree oriented and not career 
oriented.”

Stating that there is a 
huge gap between getting a 
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Cash-for-jobs scam accused 
Assam officer surrenders

Sit-in-demonstration for statehood on Nov. 27

First exclusive organic outlet 
in NE opens at Imphal

Work honestly and help in nation building — President BJP plans to make country Congress-free — Ram Lal

Meghalaya Governor seeks EC’s 
views on disqualification of 17 MLAs

Manipur introduces first ever 
battery operated vehicle

India, Myanmar begin joint military exercise in Meghalaya

Various organisations of Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasoa 
is set to organise the demonstration at New Delhi for 
implementation of Article 244(A)

AR distributes portable solar lamps

AR organises free veterinary camp

Guwahati, Nov. 20 (IANS): An 
Assam Civil Service (ACS) officer 
who was allegedly involved in a cash-
for-jobs scam, surrendered to the 
police on Monday.

With the surrender of officer Rumi 
Saikia before a special magistrate, the 
total number of ACS, Assam Police 
Service (APS) and allied service 
officers in custody increased to 23, 
the police said, adding that two 
other accused officers including ACS 
Nishamoni Deka and APS Rakesh 
Gupta were still at large.

“We are looking for the two other 
officers. They are absconding but we 

hope they would surrender soon.
“This is not the end of  the 

investigation. We are awaiting 
forensic reports of more then 400 such 
candidates who had appeared in the 
Assam Public Service Commission 
(APSC) exams. 

“More arrests are likely after the 
reports confirm their involvement,” 
said a senior police official.

Assam Police had issued warrants 
against 25 of these officers after their 
handwriting matched with some fake 
answer scripts recovered from an 
APSC official who had conducted the 
examination.

The police had last year arrested 
APSC Chairman Rakesh Kumar Paul 
and members of  the Commission, 
including Samedur Rahman and 
Basanta Kumar Doley, and three 
other officials of the Commission who 
allegedly took money for selecting 
candidates for the state services.

The breakthrough in the cash-for-
jobs scam took place last year after 
a police team in Dibrugarh led by 
Additional Superintendent of Police 
S.S. Panesar arrested an engineer 
of the Town and Country Planning 
Department while accepting a bribe 
of Rs 10 lakh.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
T h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n 
ceremony of  Pantajali 
P ra t r ika  Ka  Asar vad 
was held at Tamulpari, 
Kokrajhar, Bodoland on 
Nov. 20.

Guest of  honor for 
the ceremony was Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous  
Council (KAAC), Chief  
Executive Member (CEM), 
Tuliram Ronghang. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
sources, CEM, Tuliram 
Ronghang while addressing 
in the open hall expressed 
his keen desire to solve 
out the unemployment 
problems faced by the 
youths of  Karbi Anglong.

He  a l so  reques ted 
R a m d e v  G u r u j i  t o 
make an appearance in 
New Delhi during the 
sit-in-demonstration for 
statehood demand on Nov. 

27.
The demonstration 

will be jointly organised 
by the social, students and 
political organisations from 
both Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasoa districts for 
immediate implementation 
of  Article 244(A) of  the 
Indian Constitution. In 
order to pressurize the 
strong message to the 
central government for 
immediate implementation 

of  autonomous state in the 
two districts.

R o n g h a n g  a l s o 
appea led  Member  o f  
Parliament, Bodoland, 
Biswajit Daimary to give 
voice for ful l  suppor t 
towards implementation of  
Article 244(A) of the Indian 
constitution and requested 
his presence during the sit-
in-demonstration program 
scheduled for Nov. 27 at 
New Delhi.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 20 (EMN): The first ever 
exclusive organic outlet in Northeast India 
under Mission Organic Chain Development 
(MOCD) for North East Region  scheme 
was formally opened at the Directorate 
of  Horticulture and Soil Conservation 
department in Imphal on Monday.

Inaugurating the outlet, Manipur 
Horticulture and Soil Conservation Minister 
Thounaojam Shyamkumar said the organic 
outlet will help in promoting a healthy 
lifestyle among the citizens considering the 
worsening health conditions in the state.

Expressing the need to promote organic 
farmers, he advised the department to 
conduct awareness and training programmes 
for the farmers. He also urged the department 
officials to welcome and cooperate with the 
farmers on their queries and called upon 
citizens of the state to encourage the organic 
farmers of  the state by buying organic 
products. 

There are around 5,000 organic farmers 
registered under Manipur Organic Mission 
Agency, he added.

In his speech, Additional Chief Secretary 

(Agriculture) Dr Suhel Akhtar said the 
mission cannot go forward unless there is 
huge demand for the organic produces/
products and there is need to find ways to 
increase the yield. 

He said the farmers of  Sikkim which 
is the first organic state of the country, are 
facing problem as the input cost is more 
compared to the selling cost.

Asking the concerned officials to take 
the extension, training, education and 
other activities on organic farming, Dr 
Akhtar said educating people is necessary 
regarding the benefits of  the organic 
products on how the farmers can go about 
it and how the reduction in productivity 
can be compensated. He said unless we 
do these three things probably we will not 
succeed.

The organic outlet will have two 
categories of  products fresh and process/
value added vegetables, fruits, and spices 
among others produced by identified/
registered farmers of the State. 

The fully air conditioned outlet will 
remain open at its Sajenthong office from 7 
am to 8 pm daily.

Guwahati, Nov. 20 (PTI): President 
Ram Nath Kovind today urged the 
people to work honestly in their 
respective professions as that would 
benefit the country.

“We are all engaged in some 
profession - job or business for our 
livelihood. If  in our job we work with 
loyalty, honesty and responsibility, we 
will be working for the benefit of  our 
country,” Kovind said.

It would benefit the nation if  every 
individual works with responsibility, 
the President said while addressing a 
civic reception hosted at the Gauhati 
University.

Pointing out that universities 
existed 2500 years ago in India, 
Kovind said students and scholars 
from South East Asia such as Huen 
Tsung were accommodated in 
Takshasila, Nalanda and Vikramshila 
universities.

The President said Assam and 
other North Eastern states are 
instrumental in connecting India to 
the countries of the South East Asia.

Referring to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s invitation to all 
the 10 leaders of  ASEAN countries 
at the Republic Day function next 
year, he said their presence would 

also play a pivotal role in turning 
the fortune of  Assam as a gateway 
to ASEAN.

“Assam has developed industries 
such as oil and natural gas, tea and silk. 
By building modern infrastructure, the 
prospects of  Assam and the entire 
North East will be even greater,” he 
said.

Assam is an important part of the 
tourist map because of Kaziranga and 
Manas National Parks, he said and 
underlined the need for developing 
the proper infrastructure to multiply 
the economic and social benefits of  
the industry.

Shillong, Nov. 20 (PTI): 
BJP national secretary 
Ram Lal today said it is 
the party’s plan to make 
the country Congress-free 
and Meghalaya, where polls 
are slated to be held early 
next year, would not be an 
exception.

Special focus has been 
given to strengthen BJP at 
the booth level and reach out 

to the people, he said after 
an organisational meet with 
state pasrty leaders here.

“ T h e  w h o l e  i d e a 
of  BJP is to make the 
country Congress-free 
and Meghalaya is not an 
exception in it,” Ram Lal 
told newsmen.

Asked on the publication 
of  the  par ty’s  l i s t  of  
candidates for Meghalaya, 

state BJP leader Bashai 
Khongwir said the first list 
is likely to be released by 
December end. 

Ram Lal met the BJP 
state core committee, the 
social media department, 
p r o g r a m m e  a n d 
coordination, publication 
and cultural sub committees, 
the election subcommittee, 
f inance subcommittee 

publicity, propaganda, legal 
RTI, coordination and booth 
sammelan sub committees 
during the day, the party 
sources said. 

T h e  B J P  n a t i o n a l 
secretary gave specific 
directions to the committee 
members on how to go 
about dealing with their 
core duties ahead of  the 
poll.

S h i l l o n g ,  N o v.  2 0 
( I A N S ) :  M e g h a l a y a 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
has sought the Election 
Commission’s views on the 
disqualification of  17 state 
legislators who resigned as 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
after an adverse High Court 
verdict, official sources said 
on Monday.

A  R a j  B h a v a n 
communique said Prasad 
referred the matter to the 
Election Commission, as 
required under Article 192 
(2) of  the Constitution, 
on November 16 after 
t h e  M e g h a l aya  H i g h 
Cour t  held as  inval id 
the state law providing 
for the appointment of  
Parliamentary Secretaries.

T h e  c o u r t ,  o n 
November 9, left it to the 

Governor to determine if  
those who held the post 
should be disqualified from 
the assembly or not.

T h e  v e r d i c t  b y 
a  d i v i s i o n  b e n c h  o f  
Chie f  Jus t ice  Dinesh 
Maheshwari and Justice 
Ved Prakash Vaish came on 
a public interest litigation 
by state resident Madal 
Sumer, challenging the 
“extraconstitutional and 
illegal” appointment of  
Parliamentary Secretaries.

Following the court’s 
verdict, Sumer submitted 
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o 
Governor Prasad for the 
disqualification of  the 
legislators named in the 
PIL, citing that “they 
are no longer legislators 
for holding the office of  
profit”.

S u m e r  u r g e d  t h e 
Governor to exercise his 
powers under Article 192 
and to take a decision on 
the disqualification.

However, 10 of  the 
17 legislators who quit as 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
following the High Court 
verdict, have said that 
there is no ground for their 
disqualification as MLAs.

Sujit Dey, counsel for 
the 10 legislators, said the 
issue of disqualification has 
become “infructuous” since 
the post of  Parliamentary 
S e c r e t a r y  i t s e l f  h a s 
ceased to exist, and all 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
had immediately resigned 
a f te r  the  High Cour t 
verdict.

H o u r s  a f t e r  t h e 
Novem ber  9  ve rd i c t , 

these 17 Parliamentary 
Secretaries quit their posts.

On March 12, 2013, 
Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma had administered 
o a t h  o f  o f f i c e  t o  1 8 
MLAs as Parliamentary 
Secretaries to assist the 
12 Ministers after the 
Congress retained power 
in assembly elections.

Independent legislator 
Lamboklang Myl l iem 
resigned from the post on 
March 29 last year, citing 
legal grounds.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Secre ta r ie s  Ce les t ine 
Lyngdoh and Comingone 
Ymbon were subsequently 
made Cabinet Ministers. 

E l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e 
60-member assembly are 
scheduled for February-
March 2018.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The f irst  ever battery 
operated vehicle service 
in  Manipur  has  been 
introduced at the state’s 
historic Kangla fort complex 
on Monday.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Nong thombam Bi ren 
Singh accompanied by 
the state arts and culture 
minister Langpokpakpam 
Jaye n t a k u m a r  S i n g h 
and other state officials 
experienced the first ever ride 
within the well conserved 
forest area of the fort soon 
after the formal launching 
session at Kangla western 
gate on Monday morning.

Interestingly for the first 
phase, four battery operated 
vehicles have been made 
operational and every 
vehicle will have a trained 
tour guide each.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
launching function, Chief  
Minister Biren expressed 
h o p e  t h a t  t h e  n ew ly 
launched vehicle service 
would give convenience to 

visitors especially senior 
citizens and differently-
abled persons, who wish to 
sightsee the historic fort.

He also expressed his 
desire to have a coffee table 
book on Kangla, which has 
vital information about the 
sacred fort.

He said victimising of  
helpless police personnel 
and unwanted ill-treatment 
m e t e d  o u t  t o  p o l i c e 

personnel/off icer and 
government employees 
would not be tolerated in 
any form.

Likewise, employees 
who indulge in any form 
of  irregularity would also 
face stern action from the 
government, he added. 
State’s Art and Culture 
Minister Jayantakumar 
also attended the inaugural 
function.

Umroi (Meghalaya), Nov. 20 
(IANS): Indian and Myanmar 
armies began their maiden joint 
exercise in the northeastern state of  
Meghalaya on Monday, an army 
official said.

A total of  15 officers from the 
Myanmar Army and 16 from the 
Indian Army are taking part in the 
six-day India-Myanmar Bilateral 
Army Exercise (IMBAX), which is 
slated to last until Saturday.

General Officer Commanding, 
Red Horns Division, Major General 
P.S. Behl welcomed the Myanmar 
and Indian army contingents at 
the newly-inaugurated state-of-
the-art Joint Training Node at 
Umroi Cantonment, about 25 km 
from Shillong, the state capital of  

Meghalaya.
“The basic aim of the exercise 

is to learn bilaterally from both 
nations. India is a major contributor 
to peace keeping and we have much 
varied experience in different peace-
keeping operations,” Behl told 
journalists.

N o t i n g  t h a t  I n d i a  a n d 
Myanmar had very good relations 
and the Myanmar Army and 
the Indian Army are the best of  
friends, the army officer said: “We 
are sure, with our experience and 
our infrastructure over here, we 
shall be able to impart adequate 
knowledge to them and prepare 
them for future peace-keeping 
operations.”

Brigadier S. Murugesan, who 

is leading the Indian delegation, 
said the exercise had been specially 
designed by the Indian Peace 
Keeping Centre, known as the 
Centre for UN Peace Keeping, New 
Delhi.

“The aim of  the exercise is 
to train the Myanmar Army to 
participate in UN operations either 
as individuals or as members of the 
contingent. I hope this joint training 
exercise will further strengthen our 
defence cooperation and bilateral 
relations,” he said.

The training curriculum will 
equip the participants of  the 
Myanmar Army with the requisite 
knowledge and skills to meet the 
evolving challenges of peacekeeping 
operations in accordance with 

principles, policies and guidelines of  
the United Nations.

On the other hand, Colonel 
Aung Kyaw Htun, who is leading 
the Myanmarese contingent, said the 
joint military exercise would benefit 
their army.

“This is the first India-Myanmar 
military exercise. We will learn 
more from them (Indian Army) and 
we hope to have similar exercise 
with our friends from the Indian 
Army in Myanmar,” Htun, who 
also heads the Department of  
Strategic Studies of  the Myanmar 
Army, said. 

Indian and Bangladesh armies 
successfully conducted Exercise 
SAMPRITI at Umroi Joint Training 
Node on November 11.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN):
Kasom Khullen sub-division 
Standing true to their Motto of  “Friends 
of the North East People”, 17 Assam 
Rifles of 10 Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of IGAR (South) distributed 
solar lamps to the border villages of  
Kasom Khullen sub-division. 

A press note mentions that huge 
participation from the villages of  
Bungdung, Punamram, Kasong, 
Namlee, Makan and NambashiKhullen 
were witnessed during the programme.

The release further mentions that 
these border villages had no electricity 
and expressed their gratitude for the pre-
Christmas gift offered to the villagers. 

The vil lagers assured their 

unflinching support to Assam Rifles in 
future also in order to maintain peace 
in the region, stated the release. 

The event is said to have been 
attended by youths and ladies of  the 
border villages. 

Three  schools  of  the  sub-
division, namely Bungdung High 
School, Kasong High School and 
NambashiKhullen High School  were 
also gifted with stationery, books and 
reading materials while the youths 
were presented with volleyball and 
football to engage them in constructive 
activities.

The general populace expressed 
their happiness and good wishes 
and wished IGAR(South) a Merry 
Christmas and prayed together for 

the well-being of  the Assam Rifles 
personnel.

Phungcham, Chingai Block and 
Ukhrul 
In pursuance of  the effort to lighten 
up the villagers residing in extremely 
remote areas, the 27 Assam Rifles of  
10 Sector Assam Rifles under aegis of  
IGAR (South) presented portable solar 
lamps to the villages of  Phungcham, 
Chingai Block and Ukhrul, stated a 
release.

Kazaching Horam, vi l lage 
headman, heartily appreciated the 
genuine welfare oriented gesture and 
conveyed gratitude to Assam Rifles on 
behalf of all the villagers.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
11 Assam Rifles of  26 
Sector Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of IGAR (South) 
organised free veterinary 

aid camp in collaboration 
with veterinary staff  from 
14 MFVH (3 Dog Unit 
hospital) at Chavangphai 
village of  Tengnoupal 

District. 
A press note mentions 

that the camp was organised 
to meet the demand of the 
people of the area. The day 
long programme is said to 
have received overwhelming 
response from the people. 

A total of  473 animals 
including cows, buffaloes, 
dogs, cats, goat, sheep, 
pigs, horse, poultry were 
examined and were also 
vaccinated, stated the 
release. 

Free medicines (mineral/ 
Vitamin/ Antibiotic) were 
also distributed amongst the 
villagers. 

An interactive session 
was also organised on 
the occasion wherein the 
people were educated on 
maintaining good health of  
their animals, the release 
stated. 

EM Images

Chief Minister Nongthombam Biren and Minister L Jayantakumar en-
joying a battery operated vehicle ride within Kangla fort on Monday.

Seen in the photo are the villagers of Kasom Khullen along with the assam rifles officials. 

News IN BRIef
Myanmar-India media meet on 
Nov. 27 and 28th in Manipur 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 20 (EMN): A two-day inter regional media 
interaction between Myanmar and India will be held at 
Sangai Hall, Imphal Hotel during the upcoming Sangai 
Festival scheduled for Nov. 27 and 28th.
The media interaction was planned and formulated as a 
follow up initiative after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
meeting with President U Htin Kyaw of Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar during his visit from Sep. 5 till 7th in 
Myanmar this year.
Twelve Journalists from Myanmar, five senior journalists 
from National Media Organization and local media 
persons will interact on two topics namely Co-operation 
and understanding in media activities between India and 
Myanmar and Media’s role in promoting Act East Policy 
and regional connectivity during the two day event, stated 
an official source in Imphal on Monday.

AR, Manipur police nab two in 
IED blast
Imphal, Nov. 20 (PTI): Assam Rifles(AR) and Manipur 
police have apprehended two persons for their alleged 
involvement in the November 13 IED blast in Chandel 
that claimed the lives of two AR personnel.
Assam Rifles in a release today said the two arrested are 
members of proscribed militant outfit People s Liberation 
Army (PLA) and have “confessed to their crime”.
“Items used to execute the action have also been seized,” 
it said.
The release said the proscribed militant outfit have been 
luring financially weak and unemployed youths to carry 
out anti-national activities.
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Nokia to digitally empower 500 weavers of Tamil Nadu

M&M looking to 
launch e-rickshaw

COMIO India unveils three 
affordable smartphones

Rupee slips  
5 paise 
against dollar 
to 65.06

Vivo V7 with 24MP selfie 
camera in India at Rs 18,990

Equity indices trade 
with marginal losses; 
IT, banks down

Chennai, Nov. 20 (IANS): No-
kia on Monday announced the 
launch of  a cluster development 
programme which will digitally 
empower the weaver community 
and connect them to technology 
and the marketplace in the vil-
lages of  Tamil Nadu.

The programme titled “Kan-
chiLoom” and to be implemented 
in partnership with Delhi-based 
non-profit Digital Empowerment 
Foundation (DEF), will provide 
training and easy access to in-

ternet and wireless connectivity 
to 5,000 community members, 
including 500 weavers of  three 
villages in Kanchipuram. 

The project will enable weav-
ers to embrace new technologies, 
designs, and scale-up traditional 
weaving methods by employing 
Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) tools and dig-
ital connectivity for marketing 
and sales. 

“We strongly believe that 
digital inclusion is an important 

pillar for socio-economic growth. 
Our collaboration and support 
for social development programs 
focus on the use of  technology to 
enable equal access to opportu-
nities in education and training 
for all sections of  society,” Amit 
Marwah, head of  Customer Mar-
keting and Communications for 
Nokia India, said in a statement 
on Monday. 

“The KanchiLoom project 
is one such endeavour to assist 
the weavers and entrepreneurs 

in the cluster to hone their skills 
and to use digital knowledge and 
connectivity to realise their full 
potential,” Marwah added.

As part of  the initiative, an 
e-commerce portal will also be 
established to promote greater 
self-reliance amongst weavers 
through direct market access, the 
report said.

“We believe that Kanchi-
Loom programme will truly 
transform the lives of  the weavers 
by providing them with training 

and access to the internet and 
wireless connectivity,” said Os-
ama Manzar, Founder-Director, 
Digital Empowerment Founda-
tion. 

“The entrepreneurs in the 
region will further benefit from 
the e-commerce portal and spe-
cific entrepreneurship training 
provided as part of  the initiative. 
The programme will help the 
community to learn about new 
opportunities and growth areas,” 
Manzar added.

Mumbai, Nov. 20 (IANS): Selling pressure in IT, banking 
and tech stocks, coupled with broadly negative global cues, 
led the key Indian equity indices to trade on a flat-to-nega-
tive note during the mid-afternoon session on Monday.

ICICI Bank, Cipla, State Bank of  India (SBI) and 
Infosys were among the top laggards on the BSE market 
breadth. Around 12.45 p.m., the wider Nifty50 of  the Na-
tional Stock Exchange (NSE) traded lower by 3.25 points 
or 0.03 per cent at 10,280.35 points.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensitive Index (Sensex) of  
the BSE, which opened at 33,365.84 points, traded at 
33,332.69 points -- down 10.11 points or 0.03 per cent -- 
from Friday’s close. The Sensex has so far touched a high 
of  33,449.53 points and a low of  33,288.21 points during 
intra-day trade. However, the BSE market breadth was 
bullish -- 1,545 advances and 947 declines.

On Friday, the benchmark indices closed in the green 
riding on a sovereign ratings upgrade of  the Indian gov-
ernment’s bonds by US credit rating agency Moody’s. The 
NSE Nifty50 rose by 68.85 points, or 0.67 per cent, to 
close at 10,283.60 points, while the BSE Sensex closed at 
33,342.80 points -- up 235.98 points or 0.71 per cent.

Kolkata, Nov. 20 (IANS): 
Amid the buzz about ve-
hicular pollution and a 
regulatory push by the gov-
ernment, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra (M&M) is looking to 
launch an electric rickshaw 
in at least 7-8 cities for pas-
senger movement, in ad-
dition to Delhi, Lucknow 
and Kolkata where it has 
already launched.

“Currently, we have 
launched the electric three-
wheeler in Delhi and Luc-
know. Now we launch it 
here. We will be launching 
it in 7-8 cities in the next few 
months. It will be launched 
in a phased manner,” the 
company’s Vice President 
(Commercial Brands Mar-
keting, Automotive Sector) 
Mahesh Kulkarni said on 
the sidelines of  the launch 
of the electric three wheeler 
‘e Alfa’ here.

Currently, the market 
size of the e-rickshaw would 
be around 7,000-10,000 
units per month, he said 
but declined to comment 
on the market share that the 
company is looking at.

When asked about 
competition in the segment 
dominated by many un-
organised players, he said, 
“It is very competitive. I do 
not think there is challenge 
for us to tackle on the price 
point. Providing back-end 
services would also be an 
important criterion. We 
thought it could be a price 
sensitive game but it is not 
that alone.”

Mumbai, Nov. 20 (PTI): 
The rupee depreciated by 
5 paise to 65.06 against the 
dollar today after renewed 
demand for the US cur-
rency from importers.

The dollar made head-
way against the euro after 
Angela Merkel’s attempts 
to form a new government 
for Europe’s biggest econ-
omy collapsed, plunging 
Germany into a crisis. A 
subdued start at domes-
tic stock markets cast its 
shadow, traders said.

On Friday, the rupee 
had bounced back in style 
to end at a one-week high 
of  65.01 after Moody’s 
upgraded India’s sovereign 
credit rating.

The benchmark BSE 
Sensex  f e l l  by  54 .59 
points, or 0.16 per cent, to 
33,288.21 in early session 
today.

Speaking on the norms 
for such electric three wheel-
ers or electric rickshaws, he 
said the norms have been 
made “stricter” in the last 
couple of  months and the 
registration of  this vehicle 
has been made mandatory.

The e-rickshaw is cur-
rently being produced at 
its Haridwar plant and ca-
pacity would not be a con-
straint for the company, he 
added.

New Delhi, Nov. 20 (IANS): COMIO 
India, part of Chinese firm Topwise Com-
munication, on Monday launched three 
handsets in the Rs 6,000-Rs 10,000 price 
segment in India.

The COMIO C1, C2 and S1 devices are 
priced at Rs 5,999, Rs 7,199 and Rs 8,999 
respectively. COMIO has a data tie-up with 
Reliance Jio which offers packages with ad-
ditional data benefits.

“Within a short time span since our 
national launch, we have come back to our 
consumers with ‘Made in India’ smart-
phones. This is in-line with our long-term 
vision for the Indian market and a step closer 
in achieving our goal of becoming leaders in 
the mid-segment smartphone category,” said 
Sanjay Kumar Kalirona, CEO and Director, 
COMIO India.  All the three devices run on 
a Quad-core 64 bit Mediatek chipset, has 
32GB internal memory and are 4G VoLTE-
enabled. 

The COMIO C1 has 5-inch HD IPS dis-
play and 8MP autofocus with flash rear cam-
era with 5MP selfie camera. The COMIO 
C2 handset comes with a powerful battery, a 
12.7 cm (5) HD IPS Display, has 8MP rear 

camera and 8MP selfie camera with flash. It 
runs Android 7.0 Nougat. 

The COMIO S1 houses 13MP rear cam-
era and 8MP selfie camera. It is paired with 
a 5.2-inch HD IPS display, front fingerprint 
sensor, 2GB RAM and a 2700mAh battery.

One of  the interesting feature in the 
smartphones is when someone tries to un-
lock the device by trying to break the pattern 
or PIN, the device will automatically take the 
image of the unauthorised person. 

Topwise Communication, known for 
specialisation in R&D and manufacturing, 
have deputed engineers from China to train 
and monitor the assembly process at the 
manufacturing facilities in the country to 
match their global standards. 

COMIO India aims to manufacture 
nearly one million devices over the next six 
months through its contract manufacturers 
-- V-Sun and Hipad Technology.

The company also plans to strengthen 
brand presence with a network of  30,000 
retailers, 800 distributors and over 800 after-
sales touch points. The smartphones are 
available at retail stores in north and west 
India and online platforms.

New Delhi, Nov. 20 (IANS): After a successful run of its 
selfie-focused flagship smartphone V7+ in India, Chinese 
smartphone maker Vivo on Monday launched V7 with 
24MP selfie and 16MP rear camera for Rs 18,990.

Available in Champagne Gold and Matte Black colours, 
Vivo V7 will reach retail stores from November 25. The 
device was available for pre-booking orders on Flipkart from 
Monday. 

“With the launch of V7, we are offering consumers an-
other compelling proposition featuring an excellent camera 
and powerful performance at a competitive price point,” said 
Kent Cheng, CEO, Vivo India.

The device with 4GB RAM and 32GB ROM has 5.7 HD 
“FullView” display and houses 3000mAh battery. The device 
comes with “Moonlight Glow” and “Face Access” features. 
Coming to India in late 2014, Vivo has established itself as 
one of the top smartphone brands in India. 

According to the International Data Corporation’s (IDC) 
latest “Quarterly Mobile Phone Tracker, Q3 2017”, Vivo is at 
fourth position in the country after registering a healthy 153 
per cent annual growth. 
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Let Us Learn
The Government of Nagaland through the office of the 

chief minister had stated on Oct. 30 that the Hornbill 
International Rock Contest will be shifted to Dimapur 

due to ‘flagrant traffic problems and security related matters’ 
in Kohima. The rock contest is one of the most awaited mu-
sical event in the country with a rising number of followers 
from abroad making it one of the biggest attractions of the 
Hornbill Festival. The statement from the CMO made head-
lines in many newspapers in the country. It was shocking not 
because of the change in locations but the reason cited for 
the change. Security!

The Northeast, is slowly coming back to normalcy after 
years of militancy. Various events are conducted in all the 
states to invite tourists. It is therefore anathema to utter such 
a word. It is the ultimate smear campaign that can be played 
on the government by the those opposed to such events. Un-
fortunately for Nagaland it was uttered by the highest elected 
office in the state and the unofficial CEO of the festival. Many 
were dumbstruck at the sudden threat perception of Kohima 
after 17 years of conducting the Hornbill Festival. 

Subsequently, after about a week came the announce-
ment that the 80s disco group Boney M will perform at Ko-
hima as part of the music festival . This time, ‘Daddy Cool’ 
found space in the headlines of newspapers across the coun-
try. The two big announcements related to the same event 
unfolded the ambiguity of the statement made by the gov-
ernment. It was only after this second announcement that 
the public became aware that only the rock contest will be 
shifted but the other shows of the music fest would continue 
in Kohima. It was apparent that security was not the concern 
although the statement had made enough damage. As for 
the traffic, across the world when fans of rock or any popular 
music are not deterred by intense weather conditions, traffic 
issues are the least of their worries. All in all sentiments of all 
involved in the event since its inception including the volun-
teers from the neighbouring villagers all were hurt. 

So after 21 days, the office of the chief minister of the 
state finally retracted the statement and blamed it on a typo-
graphical error. It stated that the shift in location was actually 
on account of the wishes of other districts to be part of the 
festival to give an opportunity for tourists to visit the other 
districts too. However, all these instances only created room 
for suspicion that all was not well among the stakeholders of 
the event. There might have been other complications and 
conflicts within the bowels of the government machinery. It 
cannot be ruled out with the current political game play at 
work in the state. 

Nevertheless, the Hornbill Festival belongs to everyone, 
to Nagaland; if only that can be comprehended by all then 
such embarrassing faux pas can be avoided.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Jesus calls us to give our lives in serving Him.

When our children were young, they loved trying to catch the “heli-
copter seeds” that fell from our neighbor’s silver maple trees. Each 
seed resembles a wing. In late spring they twirl to the ground like a 

helicopter’s rotor blades. The seeds’ purpose is not to fly, but to fall to earth 
and grow into trees.

Before Jesus was crucified, He told His followers, “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. . . . [U]nless a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 
many seeds” (John 12:23–24). 

While Jesus’s disciples wanted Him to be honored as the Messiah, He 
came to give His life so we could be forgiven and transformed through faith 
in Him.  As Jesus’s followers, we hear His words, “Anyone who loves their 
life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my serv-
ant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me” (vv. 25–26).

Helicopter seeds can point us to the miracle of Jesus, the Savior, who 
died that we might live for Him.

BIBLE READ:     JOHN 12:23–33

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 
 John 12:24 

DAILY
PATH I

f we are honest to our votes,ultimately we 
do get good leaders. If  we desire  change 
to happen ,we first need to be responsible 
for ourselves before we can be responsible 
for others. We have to keep in mind at all 

times that everything we do have something to 
do with our society. 

For how long are we going to be trapped in 
the  state of  illusion? Isn’t time for us to retrospect 
how long and times have we been deceived by a 
package of  empty vessels?Are we partially go-
ing to blame the govt. or put the whole of  it into 
the state machinery. This fault involve both,the 
greed of  public selling the right to vote and the 
corrupted leaders who paves his way for save 
heaven of  wealth. The blame game is over. Time 
has taken away infrastructure development, jobs, 
public health and many more of  our rights while 
we were busy playing blame games. The words 
that came out from the biggest tongue of  politi-
cian has flown away into the air of  pollution. 

Nagaland is pregnant with corrupted leaders 
and it is the need of  the hour to fight the good 
fight and breeds accountable authentic leaders. 
HURRAY! 2018 is knocking at our door and we 
all are aware of  it. The General Election where 

we get chance to choose the kind of  government 
we want and the kind of  leaders we need. Time is 
nearing and opportunity awaits us to decide the 
course whether to choose welfare state or a state 
of  wretchedness. We must be ready by now and 
see beyond today’s challenges in order to facili-
tate transformation,2018 make the best choice. 
We may feel sticky now with corruption but it’s 
never too late to change as we are luckily not 
stuck. 

With only few months to go for state General 
Election, the political propagandas are hovering 
round the clock and soon the campaign will be 
kick off  by various political parties with attrac-
tive PARTY MANIFESTO vowing the public 
with development in every corner and employ-
ment opportunities for youth of  all. 

But we need to firmly decide what kind of  
leaders does nagaland cries for at present. I be-
lieve nagaland been had struggled alot for justice 
and good governance, one must have realised by 
now how important is to have a good leader to 
govern and administer the state of  affairs. We 
need leaders who can lead by example and their 
is no place for a motivational speakers scream-
ing in every political rally asking us to wake up. 

Time has come for the leaders to show their 
skills in administration and governance instead 
of  talking about big dreams and begging us to 
vote for them. 

If  the candidate say, I will provide employ-
ment to the youths,let us not hesitate to ques-
tion them back. In what ways are they going to 
compensate employment?What is the strategy to 
create jobs? How far can healthy competition be 
assured? Will priority be given to the competent 
and deserving one? Or will nepotism still over-
rule justice. With this thought in mind, let us ad-
judge the credibility of  a candidate not by their 
theorist or achievements but how long is he ready 
to walk an extra mile for his people.

It is a fact that everyone wants good lead-
ers but no one wants to be a good leader before 
money. Alas, this is Nagaland. Let us not repeat 
the same history.We all have taste and experience 
how bitter is to live under the roof  of  a corrupted 
government. 

Good leaders can be made by  our votes, let’s 
all do it together. 2018 our chance

Kukhrunehu Sapuh

D
on’t we Nagas just love 
our “Summons”, we 
summon everyone in 
our Newspapers at the 
drop of a hat. But as 

with everything else we do, we copy 
what people do without knowing 
why we do it. But what is a, “Sum-
mons”? Who is authorised to issue 
one? And what obligates the address-
ee of a Summons to obey one?

To my knowledge, a summons 
is a call to a person to appear before 
a Court of Law, either as a party to 
a Legal Proceeding or as a witness 
thereof. And only the Guardians of  
the Law are Statutatorily authorised 
to issue Summons. That means only 
a Constitutionally  recognised Entity 
is authorised to issue a Legally bind-
ing Summons. That means that I 
have to obey a Summons by a Court 
of Law or may be punished for diso-

beying such a summon. Conversely, 
any person or body may issue a sum-
mons, but there is no obligation on 
the part of the adressee to obey the 
summon.

Nagas have been playing fast 
and loose with Article 371A, which 
allows us the use of our Customs 
and Traditions, to hide every sin un-
der the sun and commit all sorts of  
illegal proceedings. I may be sum-
moned by my Village Council on any 
matter under customary law, but my 
Village Council cannot summon a 
person from another village, unless 
the person happens to be a perma-
nent resident of my village; for that 
person falls under the jurisdiction of  
his Village Council, not mine. In such 
cases, a joint sitting of the concerned 
Village Councils or a formal case in 
the Customary Law Court is the only 
solution.

Similarly, my Tribal Council can 
judge me according to Sumi Custom-
ary Law, but a person from another 
tribe is outside the perview of Sumi 
Customary Law; so, in Inter-Tribal 
disputes, the Tribal Councils of both 
Tribes must have a joint sitting to re-
solve any dispute, if  the judgement is 
to have any semblance of justice, or if  
it is to carry any weight in an appeal.

In the case of unions and associa-
tions, they have no legal right to issue 
summons to any person or entity, ex-
cept to members of their own bodies. 
And even in the latter case, there is 
no legal obligation to obey the sum-
mons; so a student body can only 
issue summons to its own members 
and even if  the summon is disobeyed, 
all that the union can do is expell the 
member from its union.

But most important of all, a Sum-
mons has to be “Delivered” to the 

person concerned, with acknowl-
edgement of receipt, as far as human-
ly possible. Publication of a summons 
to a person in our daily newspapers, 
without first attempting to deliver 
the summons personally, is illegal. It 
tarnishes the image of the concerned 
person, at best, and amounts to char-
acter assassination, at worst. The 
publisher of such a summons is liable 
to sued for defamation.

So, I appeal to all our Councils, 
Unions and Associations to kindly 
stop publishing summons in newspa-
pers. Nagaland is a small place where 
anybody can contact anybody, let us 
use our newspapers for news, not as 
a platform to vent our petty spites and 
grudges.

God save our Nagaland

Kahuto Chishi Sumi
kahuto107@gmail.com

The Blame Game is Over, 2018 our Chance

Summons, Summons, Summons!

B
ar-headed geese fly at elevations that 
would defeat most other birds. They 
raise goslings in Mongolia and Tibet 
and, come autumn, they soar high over 
the Himalayas into the Indian subconti-

nent. Although they take this – the steepest migra-
tory flight of  any bird – in stages, they cross the 
lofty mountain range at night in one marathon 
flight lasting seven hours. It’s easier to keep going 
once you are at that height than to land and take-
off  again and again. If  humans did something simi-
lar, go from low to high elevations without a break, 
they’d suffer from altitude sickness and might even 
die.

Although it may seem effortless, flying sucks 
ten- to twenty-times more oxygen than resting. 
Flying birds gulp air, deriving oxygen to fuel their 
hard-working muscles. But this critical element is in 
short supply at high elevations, with only one-third 
to half  the oxygen levels at sea level. Such a low 
oxygen condition is called hypoxia.

How then do the geese sustain their passage at 
5,000 to 6,000 metres? Scientists even recorded one 
bar-headed goose flying at 7,290 m. Since flapping 
their wings saps energy, the birds glide once they 
reach cruising altitude. But they cannot coast in-
definitely. Gravity pulls them down and they have 
to beat their wings to regain elevation.

In addition, the birds have to battle freezing 
nighttime temperatures while flying high above the 
mountains. Perhaps the cool air contains more oxy-
gen and regulates body warmth better than the heat 
of  the afternoon.

With all this exercise, the birds may get dehy-
drated. Despite their plump build, bar-headed geese 
are extreme athletes – flying large distances without 
adequate oxygen or water in the cold. At least the 
birds start their autumnal flights at an elevation of  
2,000-4,000 m. On their return journey, they soar 
from sea level, an even more challenging effort.

“They endure significant hypoxia during the 
breeding season of  three to four months [Mongolia 
and Tibet], extreme hypoxia during migration last-
ing one to two weeks, and minimal hypoxia in the 
non-breeding season of  six to nine months [India],” 
says Sahas Barve, a postdoctoral associate at Old 
Dominion University, Virginia.

To overcome the mortal danger of  flying 
through thin air, the geese have a suite of  special 
features compared to other waterbirds – large lungs, 
a dense network of  blood vessels in the wing mus-
cles, haemoglobin in their blood that adheres to 
oxygen. They can hyperventilate at seven times the 
normal resting rate without passing out and possess 
more mitochondria, the energy production centres 
within cells. (A more detailed listing of  their physi-
ological adaptations is here.) All these features al-
low them to extract the most mileage from every 
breath of  oxygen.

Unlike these Asian bar-headed geese (Anser 
indicus), Andean geese (Chloephaga melanoptera) 
and crested ducks (Lophonetta specularioides) 
live out their lives in the high mountains of  South 
America. Are birds that transit through high eleva-
tions for a few hours built differently from resident 
ones?

People living in the Andes and the Tibetan pla-
teau cope with the challenges of  living with thin 
air in different ways. Tibetans have normal hae-
moglobin but they ventilate rapidly, inflating their 
larger lungs with more air with every breath. Their 
blood has twice as much nitric oxide that dilates 
red blood cells, perhaps enhancing circulation and 
moving oxygen.

Instead of  inhaling more air to gain more oxy-
gen, Andeans have higher levels of  haemoglobin 
that are richer in oxygen. Unlike Tibetans, they 
possess normal levels of  nitric oxide, but their ratio 
of  red blood cells to total blood volume, called hae-
matocrit, is high. Having high density of  red blood 
cells turns blood viscous, slowing its flow. This re-
sults in not enough oxygen reaching tissues, caus-
ing them to suffer from chronic mountain sickness. 
Despite living at high elevations for thousands of  
years, some changes work against Andeans.

Andean geese, like the humans with whom 
they share the mountains, have more haemoglobin 
that attaches to oxygen. But researchers don’t know 
much more about either the geese or ducks of  the 
Andes.

Ten researchers from five countries led by doc-
toral student Sabine Lague of  the University of  
British Columbia, Canada, compared how these 
species obtained more oxygen when it was in low 
supply.

Instead of  working with captive birds at low el-
evation laboratories, the team chose to catch wild 
birds and test them under high altitude conditions. 
In China, they caught seven bar-headed geese, and 
in Peru, they caught seven Andean geese and six 
crested ducks. They fit the birds into a flexible cra-
dle and reduced the amount of  oxygen available 
to them by increasing nitrogen into the air they 
breathed. Thus, they simulated conditions at 4,500, 
7,000, 8,500, and 11,000 metres elevation and 
monitored the birds, measuring oxygen consump-
tion, heart-rate, and blood pressure among other 
parameters.

Despite decreasing oxygen levels, the birds 
maintained an almost constant consumption of  ox-
ygen. How did they do it? Bar-headed geese panted 
to get more oxygen into their lungs. But hyperven-
tilating for long stretches causes carbon dioxide 

levels in blood to fall, turning their blood alkaline. 
This doesn’t affect birds as much as mammals. In 
fact, it seems to improve the lungs’ absorption of  
oxygen.

However, the South American birds didn’t hy-
perventilate. Instead, they were more effective at 
extracting oxygen from the air they breathed.

“They can extract up to 90% of the oxygen from 
air and this ability goes up as the air becomes more 
hypoxic,” Barve told The Wire. “This adaptation 
is significant and makes perfect ecological sense 
since these species live at high elevations all year 
round and hence have to develop mechanisms to 
cope with hypoxia without exercising.” Barve, who 
studied the effects of  hypoxia on Himalayan birds, 
wasn’t involved in this study.

Bar-headed geese also pumped twice the vol-
ume of  blood by increasing their heart rate while 
the Andean birds achieved the same effect by 
pushing out more blood with every heartbeat. Ei-
ther way of  increasing the volume of  blood gets 
oxygen from the lungs to body tissues.

The authors suggest bar-headed geese’s adap-
tations – panting and rapid heartbeat rate – work 
well for occasionally spending short periods of  
time at high altitudes, but these may have high 
energy costs. Hyperventilating and racing heart-
beats aren’t sustainable everyday all year round. 
Instead, Andean geese and crested ducks expend 
far less effort.

“Their [the authors] main conclusion is that 
Asian and Andean species have found divergent 
ways to get around the same problem of  living in 
hypoxic conditions,” says Barve. “Such divergent 
adaptations are not uncommon in nature but are 
still pretty awesome. Additionally, the migratory 
and sedentary lifestyles of  these birds reflect how 
these strategies might have shaped their adapta-
tion to hypoxia through natural selection on dif-
ferent traits.”

The authors note the similarities between the re-
sponses of  birds and their human counterparts. Al-
though bar-headed geese are visitors to high eleva-
tions, they breathe hard like resident Tibetans. Like 
Andeans, the South American birds don’t pant. But 
they differ in one crucial aspect: the birds’ blood 
isn’t thick with red blood cells and hence seem bet-
ter adapted for life at the top of  the world.

The study was published in the Journal of  Ex-
perimental Biology on November 15, 2017.

Janaki Lenin is the author of  My Husband and 
Other Animals. She lives in a forest with snake-man 

Rom Whitaker and tweets at @janakilenin.

How Do Birds Survive at High Altitudes?
The bar-headed goose’s 
adaptations work 
well for occasionally 
spending short periods 
of time at high altitudes, 
but these may have high 
energy costs.

Janaki Lenin | The Wire

Helicopter 

Seeds

A bar-headed goose. Credit: Mprasannak
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Don’t give up on 
finding the romantic partner of your dreams, 
because now is your chance. Talk is spurring 
you to take action. Don’t be surprised if  a bit 

of friction keeps you from jumping into the situation with 
both feet. Hang in there. Once you get below the surface, 
you’ll find that there’s much more to this person than first 
meets the eye.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Be careful 
about declaring your love for someone when 
you haven’t spent enough time with him or her 
to make that call. You may base this impulse on 

superficial encounters and brief conversations. You may 
not have the long history or deep discussions needed to 
know if this person is as ideal for you as you think. Don’t 
be fooled by fast talk and high fashion.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Issues of love 
and romance may be climactic now. You may be 
in a relationship phase approaching a major turn 
in the road. Perhaps there’s a sudden breakdown 
in communication. Perhaps you realize that you 

rely much more on this person than you first thought. If  
you aren’t intimately involved with someone, you should 
probably consider this a good situation for now.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may be 
drawn to someone because of the things you 
share in common. You both appreciate art, mu-
sic, and romantic dinners, but this person may 

not be a good permanent mate for you. He or she is unwill-
ing to take the first step, or is indecisive about important 
issues. If  you’re uninvolved now, look for someone who 
challenges your quick wit and isn’t afraid to make the first 
move.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Love and romance 
are in your favor even though roadblocks may 
keep you from taking full advantage of the situ-
ation. You’re being much too picky about the 

type of person you seek. Love isn’t meant to be a set of  
desired qualities on a shopping list. You can’t realistically 
create a scenario of how things will work out. Let things 
proceed naturally.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If  things begin to 
stir, change, or fluctuate in love and romance, 
your first impulse is to overreact. This is prob-
ably the opposite of what you should do. Instead 

of quickly jumping to conclusions, you should sit back and 
let things slowly unfold. Resist the urge to make a move 
today just because your emotions are in an uproar.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): When it comes 
to topics of  love and romance, your feelings 
continue to be intercepted by words and opin-
ions from others. What you want to keep pri-
vate is suddenly made more public by mouths 

that just don’t stop talking. Relax into the sensual ele-
ment of  love instead of  getting caught up in more politi-
cal aspects of  the situation.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   Certain areas 
of  your life are expanding rapidly, causing you 
to lose touch with the more romantic aspects. 
The more you reach out in one direction, the 

more deprived you feel in the opposite direction. Perhaps 
you need more input as to where you put your energy. It’s 
time to focus your attention on things that are working well 
instead of  dwelling on things that are going nowhere.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  The 
time has come for you to take charge in matters 
of  love and romance. This isn’t often the case 
for you who normally like to let others take the 

lead in this department. A new phase has begun in your 
love life. You should think about expanding outward into 
new realms with new people and new circumstances, or 
both. It’s time you were in charge.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may 
be taking a back-seat approach when it comes 
to love and romance. This isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing. In fact, this kind of attitude works to your 

advantage. By going with the flow and waiting for another 
to make the first move, you can spend more time on you 
instead of sending your energy outward toward others.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Love may become more 
sensual. You should consider new ways in which 
to pamper your special someone. There may 
be gossip associated with your relationship that 
turns you off at first, but don’t let that get in the 
way of expressing your true feelings. Real com-

munication about this partnership will be primarily nonver-
bal.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Your mind may be in an ex-
pansive mode now. Many things should be work-
ing for you. Your flexibility and ability to juggle 
many things at once should make tasks that re-
quire these talents a breeze. Unfortunately, they 
may not help too much when it comes to love and 

romance. You may not have the communication you desire 
with a close partner. You could find it easier to communicate 
with strangers!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

B
attle lines have been drawn 
between developed and 
developing countries over the 
agenda for the forthcoming 
WTO ministerial conference 

at Buenos Aires, with India saying it will 
oppose discussion on new issues like 
e-commerce, investment facilitation and 
government procurement.

If  India remains firm on its stand, the 
upcoming ministerial, to be held from 
December 10-13, could fail to produce 
any substantive outcome. But it remains 
to be seen how far India can fend off  the 
developed world’s pressure on inclusion of  
new issues in the ministerial agenda.

The experience of  the previous WTO 
Ministerial Conference, Nairobi in 2015, 
does not inspire much confidence that 
India would be able to thwart moves to 
push new issues onto the WTO agenda. 
There was no unambiguous affirmation 
on sticking to the Doha agenda at Nairobi, 
despite India strongly pitching for it.

The ministerial is the highest decision-
making body of  the WTO and meets at 
least once every two years to give political 
direction to the organisation.

As a priority, India wants the WTO to 
focus discussion on the Doha development 
agenda, without being distracted by new 
issues.

The Doha round of  WTO negotiations 
was launched in the wake of  the September 
11 attack on the twin towers in the US by 
the Al Qaeda. The exigency of  building 
a wider political consensus for a global 
response against terror forced developed 
countries to agree on giving some unilateral 
concessions to the developing countries.

Doha negotiations have dragged on 
since 2001, without any hope of  conclusion. 
The problem with the Doha agenda is that 
nothing will be agreed on unless everything 
is agreed on. So no further progress is 
possible even on agriculture and services, 
areas where India has a lot to gain and 
where negotiations had started before the 
launch of  the Doha round.

Much has changed globally since 
the Doha round was launched. Labour-
intensive manufacturing has shifted to 
developing countries, causing massive 
job losses in developed countries. As a 
reaction, trade protectionism has gained 
ground in such countries.

Obviously, developed countries are now 
reluctant on taking forward negotiations 
on the Doha agenda.

During an informal meeting at the 
WTO, developed countries including 
Canada, Australia, South Korea, Norway, 
Paraguay and the EU circulated a restricted 
draft ministerial decision to establish “a 
working party” with the mandate to carry 

out negotiations on trade-related aspects of  
electronic commerce.

Prior to the latest proposal from the 
EU and other members, Japan and Russia 
too circulated their respective submissions 
seeking to establish a “working group”.

Japan claimed that all “existing WTO 
Agreements apply to electronic commerce”. 
According to the proposal submitted by 
Japan, even issues such as the free flow of  
data located on computer servers without 
data localisation requirements, permanent 
moratorium on customs duties, non-
disclosure of  source code and prohibition 
of  forced technology transfer will come 
under the purview of  future negotiations 
as and when they are launched.

The US too has made a strong pitch for 
bringing e-commerce onto the negotiating 
agenda.

In contrast, the predominant view 
within the government is that unless 
India has its own national policy on 
e-commerce and investment facilitation, it 
should not be making commitments in the 
WTO. India’s assessment is that pacts on 
e-commerce investment facilitation would 
limit its policy-making space.

India has reaffirmed its position on 
e-commerce at the informal gathering of  
WTO trade ministers in Marrakesh on 
October 9-10. The meet was held to seek 
inputs from members for preparing the 
Buenos Aires agenda.

Leading discussions on behalf  of  the 
developing world at the Marrakesh meet, 
commerce minister Suresh Prabhu called 
upon WTO members to first deal with the 
issues already under negotiation before 
moving on to new ones.

Prabhu also stressed the need for 
adopting a transparent and inclusive 
process of  negotiation at the WTO and 
completing all preparatory work before the 
conference, so that only those issues which 
are ready for a conclusion are taken up for 
deliberation.

Commerce secretary Rita Teaotia 
recently elaborated on India’s negotiating 
position at the WTO. “Our position has 
been continuously that we will not refuse 
to engage (on new issues). We are ready 
to engage. Nevertheless, the technical 
work must happen at the committee 
level,” Teaotia said while speaking at 
Confederation of  Indian Industry (CII) 
event.

“These issues must be thrashed out and 
only when they reached a sufficient level of  
maturity, they can be brought to a (WTO) 
ministerial. This is clearly is our position,” 
she added.

Teaotia said that many of  the new issues 
being pushed by developed countries, 
including the US, are not directly linked to 
trade.

On e-commerce, she said even the 

definition and meaning of  this varies 
from country to country and the issue is 
certainly not mature enough to come up 
for actually making some progress at the 
ministerial level.

India’s reservations on e-commerce
India fears that new rules could provide 
unfair market access to foreign companies, 
hurting the rapidly-growing domestic 
e-commerce platforms. A key demand 
by the developed countries is to make 

permanent the current ban on customs 
duties on global electronic transactions.

Trade experts said India is wary of  the 
proposal because of  its bitter experience of  
WTO Information Technology Agreement. 
Under the pact, it abolished tariffs on 
hardware, a move that ended up hurting 
the domestic electronics manufacturing 
industry.

Responding to developed countries’ 
proposals on e-commerce, India has 
maintained that the WTO should stick to 
the existing mandate set out in the 1998 
electronic commerce work programme.

India has argued that negotiations on 
rules and disciplines in e-commerce would 
be highly premature at this stage and like 
a leap in the dark, especially given the 
highly asymmetrical nature of  the existing 
e-commerce space.

The one-page draft proposal circulated 
by the developed countries says, “The 
Working Party shall establish its own 
procedures and shall report periodically to 
the General Council”.

India has linked the extension of  
moratorium on e-commerce transactions 
till 2019 to a similar renewal of  moratorium 
on Trade-related Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) non-violation and situation 
complaints.

A large majority of  developing countries 

has supported India’s stand at the WTO.

Fissures in developing countries over 
e-commerce
Breaking ranks with India, China and 
Pakistan have said they are open to 
engaging for formulation of  rules to 
liberalise cross-border e-commerce, though 
they have also added some conditions. 
China has said that discussions should 
focus on the promotion and facilitation of  
cross-border trade in goods enabled by the 
internet. Discussions could also include 
services directly supporting this, such as 
payment and logistic services, said China’s 
proposal submitted to the WTO.

However, China stated that discussions 
should not lead to new market access 
commitments and that the needs of  
developing countries should be reflected in 
any outcomes.

It stated that priority should be given 
to “easy issues”, with a focus on realising 
“pragmatic progress”.

Pakistan too said has it is ready to 
engage with other WTO members to 
continue work on e-commerce.

Investment facilitation
The upcoming ministerial is scheduled 
to discuss five proposals on investment 
facilitation from member countries 
including Argentina, Brazil, China, 
Indonesia, Korea, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Russia and Turkey. However, India is 
strongly opposed to any discussion on the 
subject.

India feels allowing such a discussion 
at WTO would amount to handing over 
policy space to decide on things such as 
the foreign direct investment norms and 
arbitration clauses.

Labour, environment standards
Labour standards are not part of  WTO 
negotiations. But some WTO member 
countries from Europe and North America 
say that the issue must be taken up by the 
WTO in some form if  public confidence in 
the WTO and the global trading system is 
to be strengthened. 

But most developing countries and 
many developed nations see the issue of  
trade and labour standards as a pretext 
for protectionism in developed country 
markets.

The proposal relating to introduce 
environment standards at the WTO is 
equally contentious.

Competition policy
The WTO Working Group on the 
Interaction between Trade and 
Competition Policy was established at 
the Singapore Ministerial Conference in 
1996 to consider issues raised by members 
relating to the interaction of  these two 

policy fields. Stalemate continues over the 
issue, with developing countries including 
India unwilling to play ball.

Transparency in government 
procurement
WTO already has a plurilateral agreement 
on government procurement, with 28 
members as its signatories. But now the 
plan is to get a multilateral agreement.

The idea is to produce an agreement 
that all 146 WTO members will sign. The 
focus is on transparency in general, rather 
than on transparency as a vehicle for 
monitoring market access commitments. 
However, some members say they want 
future negotiations to have a broader 
mandate.

Many developing countries are 
concerned about enforcement rules in this 
area, including the use of  the WTO dispute 
settlement system. They are reluctant to 
launch negotiations on this issue at this 
stage.

India’s priorities
India wants the WTO ministerial to 
focus negotiations on issues like public 
stockholding for food security and 
liberalisation of  the visa regime for 
movement of  professionals under the 
WTO agreement on services.

India has stressed the need for finding a 
permanent solution for public stockholding 
for food security purposes, which should be 
better than the peace clause which already 
exists. This clause enables India to continue 
procurement and stocking of  foodgrains 
for distribution to the poor under its food 
security programme without attracting 
any kind of  action from WTO members, 
even if  it breaches the 10% subsidy cap as 
stipulated by the multilateral trade body.

While speaking at the informal 
Marrakesh meet, Prabhu had emphasised 
that a permanent solution on the issue 
of  public stockholding for food security 
purposes must be a part of  the Buenos 
Aires outcome.

Prabhu said that a solution on this issue 
would give a strong signal of  determination 
to end hunger and achieve food security, 
as mandated by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

India’s proposal to negotiate an 
agreement on trade facilitation in services 
(TFS) has received a mixed response from 
WTO member countries. The proposal 
provides a framework to address various 
impediments to trade in services in a 
comprehensive and holistic manner. It 
aims at liberalising rules for the movement 
of  professionals and other steps to reduce 
transaction costs to boost growth of  the 
services sector. India had circulated a draft 
legal text on TFS at the multilateral trade 
forum in February this year.

T
he biggest fallacy in many 
people’s understanding of  
online data gathering is the 
widely-held belief  that the only 
real downside to what they 

willingly offer up online is them seeing a 
few more harmless ads. Nothing, sadly, 
could be further from the truth.

While ad-targeting is both prominent 
and increasingly invasive, ads are but the 
tip of  the iceberg, and an ominous mass 
of  other destinations for our data lies 
beneath the surface. Here is some of  what 
else happens after you scroll down those 
ostensibly impossible-to-read terms and 
conditions and hit “I accept”.

* Data brokers: These are people who 
trawl the Internet collecting, buying and 
selling people’s online data, usually to 
anyone who’s willing to buy. While they are 
not new actors in the data industry, most 
discussions about them centre around the 
sale of  data to potential advertisers. There 
is, however, a far darker side to what data 
can be obtained and the damage it can do.

In Europe, legally perhaps the most 
secure jurisdiction for data rights, a recent 
investigation made shocking revelations 

about the kind of  data one could buy 
off  the Internet from such brokers. This 
included financial records, clean or murky 
browsing history, locations visited and 
even drug preferences.

Although user data is typically 
“anonymised”, it is surprisingly easy to 
merge otherwise innocuous datasets and 
engineer patterns to profile and pinpoint 
individual users across devices, locations 
and websites.

In India, this is exacerbated by 
biometric Aadhaar information with 
insufficient safeguards, brazenly collected 
and connected with every service and 
utility the government’s dart lands on. This 
then begs the question: In the wrong hands, 
which could be competitors, governments, 
or unscrupulous elements on the dark web, 
what is the kind of  damage that this data 
can cause?

* Scoring: Algorithms that utilise 
machine learning and big data analytics 
to support decisions are becoming 
increasingly ubiquitous. Using myriad 
structured and unstructured data crunched 
through what are known colloquially 
as black boxes, they produce actionable 
scores and ranks (1 to 5, red, yellow and 
green), effectively telling the user exactly 

what decision to make.
These are already applied in areas 

ranging from the familiar (credit scores), 
to those made plausible in the name of  
national security (terrorism scores), to 
those that lie firmly in the ethical twilight 
zone -- insurance premiums linked to IoT 
devices, or the speed at which you scroll 
through their T&Cs; job application 
outcomes based on obscure precedent and 
your online digital traces; and criminality 
scores used by courts to establish one’s 
propensity for recidivism. 

Although designed to be objective, 
efficient processes, algorithmic scoring is 
rife with unresolved issues, ranging from 
biased feedback loops to the inability to 
analyse the reasons behind their outputs. 
Having been buried in fineprint, if  at all 
disclosed, we are increasingly at the mercy 
of  work-in-progress scoring algorithms 
while being largely unaware that these 
processes are even being applied.

* Algorithm fodder: The warm, felicitous 
(for some, eerie) feeling the suggestions 
and posts, news pieces, suggested videos 
and even taxi proximity you see online 
or on an app gives you, are attributable 
to a lot more than happenstance. Digital 
products are designed to be opiates for 

users, who feel constantly drawn towards 
the newest notification, like, or the next 
suggested video when they’d otherwise 
rather have gone to bed.

These gimmicks and filter bubbles are 
based on processes that constantly learn, 
adapt and perfect themselves based on 
a constant stream of  training data from 
us, their users. On Facebook, among a 
plethora of  other data points, every click, 
hover, picture and poke is stored and 
analysed. Uber uses location information 
even after you’ve left your cab (although 
they’ve vowed to roll this back), Amazon 
and Google use voice data shared with 
Google Now and Alexa.

All this data enables companies to 
refine their products and tailor user-
experience with incredible precision, to 
know you better than you know yourself. 
While, arguably, there’s nothing wrong (or 
illegal) in the fact that this is done, users 
are largely blind to their contributions 
in bettering these products, and in turn 
adding to someone’s bottomline.

We can’t feel our data, which makes 
it difficult to realise just how much it 
envelops us. In a world with almost entirely 
blurred boundaries between online and 
offline lives, however, data is an invaluable 

resource for everyone involved.
Although the technologies we have 

grown to know and love have contributed 
immeasurably to the way we learn, interact, 
transact and commute, not everything has 
gone according to plan. This realisation 
is luckily, albeit slowly, dawning on 
both companies and policymakers and 
paradigm shifts in the way data is gathered 
and used are in the offing.

As we inch towards this, there is plenty 
people can do by proactively educating 
themselves and making informed decisions 
about their data. The oft-repeated adage 
of  social media economics is that on 
the Internet, if  you’re not paying for 
something, you are the product, not the 
customer. And that’s probably okay for 
most of  us, resigned as we increasingly are 
to our datafied fates.

We can, however, no longer ignore the 
caveat emptor slapped on every digital 
product we use, and the time to wake up 
and smell the megabytes is here, and now.

(Arnav Joshi is a technology lawyer and 
Data and Society master’s candidate at the 
London School of  Economics and Political 

Science. He can be reached via Twitter @
boom_lawyered)

Developed 
countries want to 
include new issues 
like e-commerce, 
investment 
facilitation and 
government 
procurement in the 
discussion.

At Upcoming WTO Meet, India and Other Developing 
Countries to Try and Keep Focus on Doha Agenda

Dangerous web of ‘I accept’: Where all does your data really end up? 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
CWC starts meet for Rahul’s el-
evation as party president
New Delhi, Nov. 20 (IANS): The Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC) on Monday began a meeting 
here to chart out a schedule for the election of  the 
Congress President which will see the elevation of  
Vice President Rahul Gandhi to the party’s top post. 
The meeting was attended by Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh along with senior party leaders 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Ahmed Patel, P. Chidambaram, 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Sushilkumar Shinde and Karan 
Singh.  The CWC, the party’s highest decision-making 
body, will decide on the dates for filing of  nominations 
and the election. On the last day of  filing the nomina-
tion, if  no other contestant files against Rahul Gandhi, 
then he will be declared President unopposed. The 
party has time till December 31 to complete the entire 
organisational election process and submit the report 
to the Election Commission

‘Love jihad’ a big threat to na-
tional security: VHP
New Delhi, Nov. 20 (PTI): The Vishva Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) today said ‘love jihad’ is a “big threat” to national 
security and that the “secular brigade” should not put a 
veil over wrong deeds of the jihadis. In a statement, VHP 
international general secretary Surendra Jain said that 
while the whole world is contemplating how to tackle 
the ‘love jihad’ conspiracy, which is known as ‘Romeo 
Jihad’ in the West, in India the “so-called secular brigade 
is in denial mode and defending these jihadis”. Jain’s 
statement came after objections were raised to the the 
organisation distributing a pamphlet warning Hindu 
girls against ‘love jihad’ during the Hindu Spiritual and 
Service Fair in Jaipur. He said that if ‘love jihad’ contin-
ued, it would be a threat to peaceful co-existence among 
various communities.

Army officer robbed in fraud dig-
ital transaction case
Jammu, Nov. 20 (PTI): A lieutenant colonel rank of-
ficer of Pathankot was allegedly robbed of Rs 12,000 in 
an online fraud case, police said today. A case has been 
registered in this regard, they said. The Army officer, 
currently posted in transit camp in Panama Chowk area 
of Jammu, filed a complaint with the Police Post Bagi 
Bahu, stating that Rs 12,000 (two transactions of  Rs 
6,000 each) was fraudulently withdrawn from his bank 
account in an online transaction.

Bomb disposed near school, 50 
students fall ill
Jalpaiguri, Nov. 20 (PTI):  Around 50 students were 
today rushed to hospital after they fell sick from the 
deafening sound and noxious fumes of a bomb that was 
defused near a school building in Coochbehar district, 
police said. The students were taken to Haldibari hospi-
tal, which then referred about 15 of them to Jalpaiguri 
hospital, they said. The children complained of breath-
lessness and pain in the ears, Chief Medical of Jalpaiguri 
hospital Jagannath Sarkar said, adding, splinters from 
the bomb also hit a few of them. Some of the students 
at Haldibari hospital were released after they were ad-
ministered first aid, hospital sources said. Bomb disposal 
squad was called in to defuse the explosive, which was 
lying in an open space adjacent to the school, police said.
An examination was underway in the school when the 
bomb was being defused.

Two dailies booked for militant 
picture goof-up in J&K
Srinagar, Nov. 20 (IANS): Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Monday booked two newspapers for publishing a 
fake picture and captioning it as a slain nephew of Pa-
kistan based LeT commander Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi.
Police said an FIR had been lodged against two news-
papers for passing off  a Jammu based civilian Majid 
Khatana as the militant killed in Hajin encounter on 
Saturday. The two newspapers, Dainik Jagran and 
Amar Ujala, have been booked under sections 505 and 
153 of state’s Ranbir Penal Code. Khatana a resident 
of Khatika Talab in Jammu was shocked after seeing 
his photograph published in these newspapers. “Majid 
was shown as a slain militant by these two newspapers,” 
police said, adding that the photograph of Khatana was 
carried despite the fact that the identity of all the six slain 
militants in Hajin encounter had been fully established 
by the security forces.

India, China have no option but 
to live peacefully — Dalai Lama

Gadkari to meet London Mayor, to adopt city’s transport system 

Shia Waqf Board nod for Ram 
temple, wants mosque in Lucknow

Modi govt ‘sabotaging’ Par 
winter session — Sonia, 
Jaitley rejects charge

Farmers demand total debt waiver, remunerative crop prices 

Former Union Minister Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi dead 

BJP red-faced as Maharashtra Minister pees in open

BJP fields Saurabh Patel, Faldu
NCP to contest Gujarat polls solo 

GUJARAT POLLS

The other march

Bhubaneswar, Nov. 20 (IANS): Tibetan spiritual leader 
the Dalai Lama on Monday said India and China have no 
option except to live peacefully and help each other.

On to the strained ties between the two countries in the 
wake of the Doklam standoff, the Nobel Peace laureate 
said that is not an important issue.

“Both the countries across the border have more than 
two billion people together. So, they need each other. India 
needs China and China needs India. There is no other way 
except live peacefully and helping each other,” said the 
Dalai Lama after meeting Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.

He said even though small problems keep happening 
between the two countries, it was nothing serious.

The Tibetan spiritual leader, after arriving at the airport 
here, said: “War is not a solution. Solve the problem ami-
cably as no country eventually wins a war.”

He said modern India should pay more attention to 
learn ancient knowledge about how to tackle emotion.

The Chief Minister said they discussed several issues 
of contemporary importance.

Honoured to receive Dalai Lama at “my residence... 
Discussed many issues of contemporary importance and 
sought his blessings and guidance for working towards our 
state’s development and welfare of the people”, tweeted 
Patnaik. The prime preacher of Buddhism is scheduled 
to visit Chandragiri in Gajapati district where a sizeable 
population of Tibetans resides after their banishment from 
Tibet by China years ago.

The Dalai Lama will receive the prestigious Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences Humanitarian Award for the 
year 2017. The award will be conferred on him on Tuesday 
at a special function at the institute.

New Delhi, Nov. 20 (IANS): Min-
ister for Road, Transport, Highways 
and Shipping Nitin Gadkari on Mon-
day said he will meet the Mayor of  
London to boost the government’s 
efforts to adopt the London transport 
system, including electric double-
decker buses.

Addressing a two-day conference 
on “Smart Mobility” here, Gadkari 
said the meeting was scheduled for 
next month in Delhi and its outcome 
would be a huge transformation in 
terms of transportation design, cost 
effectiveness and solution to the traffic 
congestion.

“The London Mayor is coming 
here next month. We will sign a pact 
to adopt the London transport system. 
The electric double-decker buses and 

many other things have to be adopted 
from them,” said Gadkari.

He further mentioned that there 
was a lot of potential in the London 
transport model to enhance e-mobility 
in India and his ministry was engag-
ing with them to scope out synergies 
in implementing the same model in 
various cities like Varanasi, Nagpur 
and Pune.

Emphasising on the use of green 
fuels, Gadkari said that India was 
an electric-surplus and coal-surplus 
country and the nation could capital-
ize on this advantage to become an 
all-electric vehicle hub in the world.

“At present, there are 200 electric 
taxis in Nagpur with 200 charging sta-
tions and by next month, the charging 
capacity for more than 10,000 cars 

would be created. The government 
is planning to increase the number 
of electric taxis from 200 to 2,000 in 
Nagpur.

“Increasing production will also 
reduce the cost of lithium-ion battery 
over time, which almost makes up 
for 40 per cent of the total cost of an 
electric vehicle,” said Gadkari.

The minister also called for the 
need to use pollution-free methanol 
as fuel in vehicles.

“Sweden is a perfect example, 
where an efficient system has been 
developed for substituting diesel by 
methanol as fuel. 

The minister said his ministry was 
also working on plans to widen roads 
from Dhaula Kuan to Teen Murti 
Road.

Lucknow, Oct. 31 (IANS):  
Shia Central Waqf Board 
on Monday issued a draft 
on the resolution of  the 
Ayodhya dispute, in which 
it argued for construction 
of Ram Mandir at the con-
tested property, while writ-
ing to the state government 
for a mosque in Lucknow.

The draft was present-
ed by Waqf Board Chair-
man Wasim Rizvi and the 
priest of All India Akhara 
Council, Narendra Giri, 
to the media. It was earlier 
submitted to the Supreme 
Court on Saturday.

Rizvi told reporters that 
it had been proposed in the 
draft that the name of the 
mosque should not be after 
any emperor, and it should 
be called Mosque of Peace 

or “Aman ki Masjid”.
He said that the Board 

had written to the Uttar 
Pradesh government for 
granting land to Shia Mus-
lims at a designated place 
for the mosque, which the 
board would construct 
through a committee by 
raising money at its level.

The Supreme Court 
would now decide on the 
draft, Rizvi said. 

He added that Waqf  
would not stake any claim 
to the disputed Ram Man-
dir-Babri Masjid property 
and would not have any is-
sue if Hindus built a temple 
there.The Ayodhya dispute 
is centred on a plot of land 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ayodhya 
to which both Hindus and 
Muslims claim stake.

New Delhi, Nov. 20 (PTI): Thousands of  farmers from 
across the country assembled here today, and demanded 
a one-time total farm debt waiver and remunerative 
prices for their produce.

At a ‘Kisan Mukti Sansad’ or farmers’ liberation 
parliament, two “bills” were passed for debt and re-
munerative prices for their produce. The gathering was 
organised under the banner of  the All India Kisan Sang-
harsh Coordination Committee (AIKSCC), comprising 
180 peasant organisations from all over the country.

According to AIKSCC leaders, the “bills” passed by 
them will be placed in Parliament as private member’s 
bills by Lok Sabha member Raju Shetty of  the Swab-
himani Paksha and Rajya Sabha member K K Ragesh 
of  the CPI(M).

“We will also seek the support of  other political 
parties to ensure that these private member’s bills are 
passed in Parliament,” said Ashok Dhawale, a leader 
of  the All India Kisan Sabha, a constituent of  AIKSCC.

The protesting farmers have alleged that the ruling 
BJP has done nothing for the farmers and instead has 
been using them to meet its political interests.

“The prime minister earlier said that no state would 
give bonus above the MSP (minimum support price) 
and now before the (Assembly) election in Gujarat, 
when cotton prices are down, the Gujarat government 
announced (bonus) of  Rs 500 per bale.

But what happens to farmers of  Karnataka, Ma-
harashtra, Punjab or Tamil Nadu?” CPI leader Atul 
Anjan said.

New Delhi/Rajkot, Nov. 
20 (PTI): Sonia Gandhi 
and Arun Jaitley on Mon-
day clashed over the delay 
in convening the Win-
ter session of  Parliament 
with the Congress chief  
accusing the Modi gov-
ernment of  sabotaging it 
on “flimsy grounds” and 
the union minister saying 
Congress had done so too 
in the past

Hitting back at Gan-
dhi, Jaitley also said that 
rescheduling of Parliament 
sessions has happened sev-
eral times before during 
election time. Assembly 
polls are due to be held in 
Gujarat in two phases on 
December 9 nd 14.

The Winter session of  
Parliament usually starts 
in the third week of  No-
vember and lasts till the 
third week of  December. 
According to sources, the 
government is consider-
ing a truncated Winter 
session of  around 10 days 
starting from the second 
week of  December 

“The Modi-govern-
ment in its arrogance has 
cast a dark shadow on 
India’ Parliamentary de-
mocracy by sabotaging the 
Winter session of  Parlia-
ment on flimsy grounds,” 
Gandhi said in her address 
at the meeting of  the Con-
gress Working Committee 
(CWC) in Delhi

Refuting Gandhi’s 

charge, Jaitley said Parlia-
ment sessions were often 
rescheduled to ensure 
they did not overlap with 
elections, and that the 
Congress had itself  done 
so several times.

Jaitley said the op-
position party when in 
power had also delayed a 
session in 2011 and even 
earlier because the sittings 
coincided with election 
campaigns

“It has been a tradition 
and it has happened several 
times that Parliament ses-
sions are rescheduled when 
an election is happening,” 
he told reporters in Rajkot

He also said the ses-
sion would be held for sure 
and that the Congress will 
be “totally exposed”

“The Congress has 
given the most corrupt 
government in its ten years 
of  rule, while Narendra 
Modi has given the most 
honest government. By 
forcibly saying that a truth 
is a lie does not make it a 
lie,” Jaitley said.

“(The) timing is de-
cided such that they do 
not overlap with election 
campaigns. (Congress) 
did so in 2011, and even 
before that,” the senior 
BJP leader said, adding, 
“Parliament session will 
be held for sure and on 
all subjects, and the Con-
gress will be totally ex-
posed.

New Delhi,  Nov. 20 
(IANS): Veteran Congress 
leader and former Union 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Priya 
Ranjan Dasmunsi, who 
was in coma since 2008, 
died on Monday at Apollo 
Hospital here, doctors said. 
He was 72.

“He died at 12.10 p.m. 
today (Monday). He had 
been critically ill for the past 
one month and unfortu-
nately succumbed to his ill-
ness,” said Apollo Hospital 
in a statement.

He is survived by his 
wife Deepa Dasmunsi and 
son Priyadeep Dasmunsi 
who were at his bedside 
at the time of his passing, 
it said. 

Dasmunsi had suffered 
a brain stroke in 2008 and 
was admitted to AIIMS. 
Later he was shifted to 
home, and in 2009 he was 
admitted to Apollo Hospi-
tal here. 

The stroke left him par-
alysed and unable to speak. 

Mumbai, Nov. 20 (IANS): The ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) here was 
left red faced on Monday after a video 
of a senior Minister peeing in public 
went viral, with many raising ques-
tions on the government’s Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan.

A video clip showed Water Con-
servation Minister Ram Shinde uri-
nating in public on the Solapur-Barshi 
Road while on an official tour on 
Saturday.

Ironically, the video hit the so-
cial media on Sunday, which was 
celebrated as the World Toilet Day, 
causing major embarrassment to the 
ruling alliance.

However, Shinde defended him-
self on the ground that he was unwell 
and had to relieve himself in the open 

while he was on a tour to see the im-
plementation of the Jal Yukta Shivar, 
a water conservation programme de-
signed to make the state drought-free.

“I was on a tour to check the 
programme implementation of  Jal 
Yukta Shivar and running tempera-
ture. There was no toilet in the vicinity 
and so I relieved myself in the open,” 
Shinde justified his action.

However, the opposition parties 
pounced on the Minister while the 
social media attacked him for his in-
discretion in full public view.

The Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) state spokesperson Nawab Ma-
lik said that the Minister’s act showed 
that the government’s Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan is a failure.

“How does the Prime Minister 

expect the common people to follow 
discipline when his own leaders are an 
indisciplined lot? If the Minister could 
not locate a toilet on the highway, 
it proves the government has been 
looting the masses in the name of the 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan cess on fuel,” 
Malik said.

Aam Aadmi Party spokesperson 
Preeti Sharma-Menon also castigated 
the Minister for relieving himself  in 
public and asked why the police ar-
rested the RightToPee activists outside 
the Chief Minister’s home last week.

“They are fighting for your own 
Minister Ram Shinde who was reliev-
ing himself in public. By the way will 
your officers garland and shame him 
like they do to poor women,” Sharma-
Menon asked in a terse tweet.

New Delhi, Nov. 20 (PTI): Former minister 
Saurabh Patel and ex-chief of BJP’s Gujarat 
unit R C Faldu figure in the third list of 28 
candidates the party released today for the as-
sembly polls. The BJP had announced names 
of 106 candidates in the two lists so far for the 
polls to the 182-member assembly.

Patel, whose future had appeared uncer-
tain after he was dropped as a minister from 
the new ministry sworn in under Chief Min-
ister Vijay Rupani last year, has been fielded 
from Botad. He represents Akota in the out-
going assembly.Faldu will contest from Jam-
nagar south. The party has dropped sitting 
MLA and former minister Vasuben Trivedi 
from this seat. The BJP has also dropped 
minister Nanu Vanani from Katargam seat in 
Surat and gave ticket to Vinubhai Moradiya 
in his place.

Gujarat will vote on December 9 and 
14. The first phase will cover 89 constituen-
cies in 19 districts, and the second phase 93 
seats in 14 districts. Counting of votes is on 
December 18.

Gandhinagar, Nov. 20 (IANS): 
The Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP), which was earlier in talks 
with the Congress to form an al-
liance to contest the upcoming 
Gujarat assembly elections, on 
Monday decided to contest alone 
for all the 182 constituencies in 
the state.

“We have decided to contest 
all alone and single handedly for 
the Gujarat assembly elections. 
We don’t want to tie up with the 
Congress as we have been doing 
in the past. 

“Our party will be fielding can-
didates for all the 182 constituency 
seats” NCP spokesperson Yusuf  
Parmar told IANS.

Following the announcement, 
NCP leader Praful Patel said the 
part wanted to form an alliance 

with the Congress but it “did not 
seem serious and kept on delay-
ing”. 

“We are confident that we will 
do even better alone and bag maxi-
mum seats in a solo fight.” 

The party’s decision came a 
day after the Congress declared 
its first list of 77 candidates for the 
first phase of the elections slated 
for December 9. 

The list had come hours fol-
lowing the Congress’ announce-
ment that it had struck a deal with 
Hardik Patel’s Patidar Anamat 
Andolan Samiti (PAAS) for quo-
tas for Patels in jobs and educa-
tion. The NCP has been in alliance 
with the Gujarat Congress in the 
past for the state assembly elec-
tions and has fielded two to three 
candidates.

Ayodhya temple site (File Photo)

PTI

 Senior Congress leader Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi, who passed away 
at a hospital in New Delhi on Monday. Dasmunsi, 72, was in coma 
since 2008.

PTI

Chinese Buddhist monks, who embarked on a foot walk from their country for peace, on their arrival in Bodhgaya on Monday. 108 monks 
began their journey in August and reached India via Vietnam and Cambodia.

Blood supply to a part of Dasmunsi’s brain was cut off  
causing irreversible damage. All basic life functions like 
breathing, blood pressure, sleep-awake cycle were stable 
but he was not conscious of his surroundings.

He was a Member of Parliament from 1999 to 2009. 
He served as the Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Minister of Information and Broadcasting from 2004 
to 2008, during the first term of the Manmohan Singh-led 
UPA government.

Dasmunsi represented the Raiganj (Lok Sabha con-

stituency) in West Bengal, 
which was later represent-
ed by his Deepa. He had 
begun his political career 
with the Indian Youth 
Congress before entering 
Parliament in 1971. In 
2014, the Trinamool Con-
gress roped in his brother 
Satyaranjan Dasmunsi to 
face-off  against Deepa.

Dasmunsi’s popularity 
among Congress supporters 
was such that his name was 
included in the 90-member 
campaign committee for 
the West Bengal Assembly 
elections in 2016. 

He in 2006 became the 
first Indian to be a match 
commissioner in a FIFA 
World Cup game when 
he performed the role in a 
group stage game between 
Australia and Croatia in the 
2006 World Cup.

Dasmunsi was heading 
the Indian football govern-
ing body at the time of his 
stroke in 2008, which led to 
Praful Patel taking over as 
president.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Pakistan’s anti-narcotics force 
foils drug smuggling attempt
Islamabad, Nov. 20 (IANS):  The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) of  Pakistan has foiled an attempt to 
smuggle drugs from Benazir Bhutto International 
Airport Islamabad. The ANF recovered 1 kg of  the 
ice from a passenger who was on his way to Saudi 
Arabia by acting on an intelligence tip-off, Dunya 
News said. The man, who belonged to the coun-
try’s northwestern Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, 
was arrested and sent to an undisclosed place for 
investigation. It has been the second haul of  ice at 
the Islamabad airport over the last four days. On 
November 17, the ANF recovered 700 grams of  ice 
from the luggage of  a passenger who was on his way 
to Saudi Arabia.

Protest rally in Washington in 
support of Puerto Rico
Washington, Nov. 20 (IANS):  Hundreds of  pro-
testers took to the streets of  Washington, D.C. 
in show of  support to hurricane-hit Puerto Rico. 
Hurricane Maria slammed into Puerto Rico in 
September, wreaking havoc on the US territory’s in-
frastructure. About half  of  its 3.4 million residents 
still lack electricity, Xinhua reported. The protest-
ers, carrying Puerto Rican flags and signs that read 
“Fight for Puerto Rico”, marched from Capitol to 
the Lincoln Memorial. Among others, the protesters 
called for more federal response to Puerto Rico and 
the cancellation of  the island’s debt. According to 
the Puerto Rican Department of  Public Safety, the 
death toll from Hurricane Maria stood at 51 and 
estimates put hurricane damage at $95 billion. The 
White House on Friday sent Congress a $44 billion 
disaster aid request for the country’s disaster-struck 
areas, including Puerto Rico. Lawmakers said the 
request does not come close to what local officials 
say is needed.

Greece unveils f lood relief 
measures as death toll hits 20
Athens, Nov. 20 (PTI/AFP): Greece’s govern-
ment today announced relief  measures for areas 
hit by flooding as the death toll rose to 20 with 
two more people missing. “All households (con-
firmed to) have sustained damage will receive an 
emergency benefit of  5,000 euros (USD 6,000),” 
government spokesman Dimitris Tzanakopoulos 
said in a statement. The freak flood struck early on 
Wednesday in the towns of  Mandra, Nea Peramos 
and Megara, some 50 kilometres (30 miles) west of  
Athens. The death toll rose to 20 on Sunday after a 
man’s body was recovered in Mandra. The waters 
have receded but the area is still full of  debris, she 
added. Most of  the victims were drowned, carried 
away by the floodwaters and mudslides, or trapped 
in flooded cars or basements. Several were found 
at sea. Tzanakopoulos said around 1,000 homes 
and properties in the area had been confirmed by 
inspection crews to have been damaged and their 
owners would be given state compensation. He 
said the relief  fund would also apply to other areas 
hit by flooding last week, including the Aegean 
island of  Symi and parts of  central and northern 
Greece. Greece is also expected to request EU 
solidarity funds for stricken areas.

Philippines’ Duterte offers 
China 3rd telecom carrier slot
Manila, Nov. 20 (PTI/AP):  President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s spokesman says China is being offered a 
chance to operate a third telecommunications car-
rier in the Philippines. The move is aimed at break-
ing a telecoms duopoly in a country that is said to 
have the slowest internet speed in the Asia Pacific. 
Presidential spokesman Harry Roque said today 
that Duterte made the offer to Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang during a meeting last week in the capital, 
Manila. Roque said it was unclear which Chinese 
company might take on the project. It would be 
competing with current operators Globe Telecom 
Inc. and PLDT Inc. In 2007, the Philippines signed 
a contract with China’s ZTE for a national broad-
band network. 

Germany in political turmoil as coalition talks fail 

Notorious cult leader Charles Manson dead at 83

Netanyahu praises ‘historic’ visit 
of Egypt’s Sadat to Israel

Kenya SC confirms President’s election victory 

Three S.Korean 
soldiers rescued

Pak Interior Minister 
wants more time to 
end Islamabad’s siege

Sri Lankan PM questioned 
over controversial bond sales 

Berlin, Nov 20 (PTI/AFP):  Chancellor 
Angela Merkel was left scrambling for 
ways to drag Germany out of  crisis to-
day after high-stakes talks to form a new 
government collapsed, potentially forcing 
Europe’s top economy into snap elections.

Germany now faces weeks, if  not 
months of  paralysis with a lame-duck 
government that is unlikely to take bold 
policy action.

With no other viable coalition in sight, 
Germany may be forced to hold new elec-
tions that risk being as inconclusive as 
September’s polls.

Merkel, whose liberal refugee policy 
has proved deeply divisive, had been 
forced to seek an alliance with an unlikely 
group of  parties after the ballot left her 
without a majority.

But following more than a month of  
gruelling negotiations, the leader of  the 
pro-business FDP, Christian Lindner, 
walked out of  talks overnight, saying 
there was no “basis of  trust” to forge a 
government with Merkel’s conservative 
alliance CDU-CSU and ecologist Greens.

“It is better not to govern than to 
govern badly,” he said, adding that the 
parties did not share “a common vision 
on modernising” Germany.

Voicing regret for the FDP’s decision, 
Merkel vowed to steer Germany through 
the crisis.

“As chancellor... I will do everything 
to ensure that this country comes out well 
through this difficult time,” she said.

News magazine Der Spiegel called the 
breakdown in negotiations a “catastro-

phe” for Merkel and said Germany, long 
seen as an island of  stability in a turbulent 
West, was having its “Brexit moment, its 
Trump moment”.

The euro fell following the news, 
although analysts said the longer-term 
implications for the currency were not 
yet clear.

The negotiations, which turned in-
creasingly acrimonious, stumbled on a se-
ries of issues including immigration policy.

Merkel’s liberal refugee policy that let 
in more than one million asylum seekers 
since 2015 had also pushed some voters 
to the far-right AfD, which captured 12.6 
percent of  the vote after an Islamophobic 
and anti-immigration campaign.

The parties also differed on environ-
mental issues, with the ecologists wanting 

to phase out dirty coal and combustion-
engine cars, while the conservatives and 
FDP emphasised the need to protect 
industry and jobs.

Party chiefs had initially set a deadline 
of  6:00 pm on Sunday, but that passed 
without a breakthrough -- after already 
blowing through a previous target on 
Thursday.

The Greens angrily deplored the col-
lapse of  talks, saying they had believed a 
deal could be done despite the differences 
and accusing the FDP of  negotiating in 
bad faith.

Lindner, who had taken a harder line 
on refugees as the talks progressed, “opted 
for his kind of  populist agitation instead 
of  political responsibility”, Greens Eu-
rope MP Reinhard Buetikofer tweeted.

Washington, Nov. 20 (IANS): 
Charles Manson, the fiery-eyed 
1960s cult leader whose follow-
ers committed heinous murders 
that terrorised Los Angeles and 
shocked the US, has died at 83. He 
had been behind bars for 48 years.

He died of  natural causes at 
8.13 p.m. on Sunday at a hospital 
in Kern County, the California 
Department of  Corrections and 
Rehabilitation said in a news 
release.

The news of  his death was 
confirmed by Debra Tate, the 
sister of  his most famous victim, 
actress Sharon Tate, who was 
heavily pregnant with film direc-
tor Roman Polanski’s baby when 
she was stabbed to death by his 
followers.

“This could be the end of  an 
era or just the beginning,” she 
declared, adding: “I said a prayer 
for his soul.” 

Prison officials said it’s “un-
determined” what will happen to 
Manson’s corpse as he has no next 
of  kin, the US media reported.

The diminutive and charismat-
ic Manson orchestrated a wave of  
violence in August 1969 that took 
the lives of  seven people, spawned 
headlines worldwide and landed 
him and his “Manson Family” of  

followers in prison for most of  the 
remainder of  their lives.

Manson served nine life terms 
in California prisons and was de-
nied parole 12 times. His notoriety 
made him a cult figure to those 
fascinated by his dark apocalyptic 
visions. With a Swastika tattooed 
on his forehead, Manson was the 
very embodiment of  evil.

The brutal killings began on 
August 9, 1969, at the home of  
Tate and Polanski, while he was 
out of  the country at the time. 
The first set of  victims were Tate; 
a celebrity hairstylist named Jay 
Sebring; coffee fortune heiress 
Abigail Folger; writer Wojciech 
Frykowski; and Steven Parent, a 
friend of  the family’s caretaker.

The next evening, another set 
of  murders took place. Supermar-
ket executive Leno LaBianca and 
his wife, Rosemary, were killed 
at their home. Over the course 
of  two nights, the killers took the 
lives of  seven people, inflicting 
169 stab wounds and seven .22-ca-
liber gunshot wounds. 

The killings collectively were 
known as the Tate-LaBianca 
murders. Manson was not at the 
scene of  either slayings, but was 
nonetheless convicted of  murder 
for directing his followers. 

He was sentenced to death 
in 1971. But before the death 
sentence could be carried out, 
California outlawed capital pun-
ishment and his sentence was 
reduced to life.

His “Manson Family” was 
made up mostly of  disaffected 
young women, some of  whom 
became killers under his tutelage. 
It occupied a dark, persistent place 
in American culture and Ameri-
can commerce. 

It  inspired, among other 
things, pop songs, an opera, films, 
a host of  internet fan sites, T-
shirts, children’s wear and half  the 
stage name of  the rock musician 
Marilyn Manson.

Gathering young followers 
around him in the late 1960s, 
Manson claimed to believe in a 
coming race war in America. He 
planned to hasten the war and 
emerge as the leader of  a new so-
cial order -- a vision he nicknamed 
“Helter Skelter”, after a Beatles 
song Manson became obsessed 
with.

Prosecutors argued that Man-
son hoped African-Americans 
would be blamed for the Tate-
LaBianca killings, heightening 
racial tensions.

Manson convinced a number 

of  his followers that he was the 
reincarnation of  Jesus Christ.

He was born on November 12, 
1934, in Cincinnati, to an unmar-
ried 16-year-old girl who support-
ed herself  on petty crime. Mason 
never knew his father and ended 
up in a series of  foster homes and 
reformatories.

He was married twice but 
both marriages ended in divorce. 
Manson spent most of  his teens 
and 20s in and out of  prison for 
crimes that started with robbing 
liquor and grocery stores before 
he stole cars, pimped women, 
and committed forgery. He ended 
up orchestrating cold-blooded 
murders. 

In prison, Manson became ob-
sessed with music and learned to 
play the steel guitar. He attempted 
to ingratiate himself  with the Hol-
lywood glitterati, using his guitar 
and songwriting as a wedge. He 
managed to get one song on the 
Beach Boys’ album “20/20” in 
1968. It was titled “Cease to Ex-
ist” but revised and retitled “Never 
Learn Not to Love”.

Mason repor tedly leaves 
three sons and was recently 
engaged to 29-year-old Afton 
“Star” Burton until she called off  
the wedding.

Jerusalem, Nov. 20 (IANS):  Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has hailed 
late Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat’s 
historic visit to Israel in 1977 which led 
to the establishment of  diplomatic ties 
between both nations after decades of  
hostilities.

Sadat, who had arrived at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv, took “a bold step” 
by coming to the Israeli Parliament, Netan-
yahu said on Sunday prior to his weekly 
Cabinet meeting.

“Today we mark 40 years to the historic 
visit of  Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
in Jerusalem and Israel,” Efe news quoted 
Netanyahu as saying.  He claimed that Sa-
dat “was welcomed by the entire nation.”

The Prime Minister said that Egypt, 
Israel and other countries were now on the 
same side in the fight against the terrorism 
of  radical Islam and asserted this would 
contribute to the expansion of peace.

Many Arab countries viewed Sadat’s 
decision to unilaterally pursue a peace deal 
with Israel as a betrayal of  the pan-Arab 

struggle and the Palestinian cause.
After years of  clashes with Israel in 

armed conflicts such as the Suez Crisis of  
1956, the Six-Day War of  1967 and the 
1973 Yom Kippur War, Sadat was the first 
leader of an Arab country to pay an official 
visit to Israel.

The visit, which was the first rapproche-
ment between the authorities of both coun-
tries, was the initial step for the progressive 
establishment of  diplomatic relations, 
which culminated in March 1979 with the 
signing of a peace agreement for the return 
of  Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, occupied by 
Israel in 1967.

During his visit, Sadat gave a speech 
before the Parliament, had several meetings 
with then-Israeli Prime Minister Menach-
em Begin and went to pray inside al-Aqsa 
Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem.

Sadat was assassinated in 1981 during a 
military parade in Cairo.

This week, Israeli authorities are set to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
visit.

Nairobi, Nov. 20 (IANS):  The Supreme 
Court of Kenya on Monday upheld the re-
sults of a presidential re-run held in October 
declaring President Uhuru Kenyatta as the 
winner, paving the way for his swearing-in 
next week.

Six judges determined that two peti-
tions against Kenyatta’s re-election lacked 
merit and therefore were dismissed, saying 
the President was validly elected, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The presidential re-run was held on Oc-
tober 26 under the order of the apex court 
which nullified the initial August 8 election 
result over irregularities and illegalities.

Monday’s ruling enables Kenyatta to 
be sworn in on November 28 as per the 
Constitution. 

Kenyatta won the elections with 7.48 
million votes in 266 out of 291 constituen-
cies where the election took place. This rep-
resents about 98.27 per cent of valid votes.

Some 7.62 million Kenyans out of  
19.61 million Kenyans cast their votes dur-
ing the re-run, representing 38.82 percent 
turnout.

The petitioners had argued that the 
repeat poll was a nullity because Independ-
ent Electoral and Boundaries Commission 
(IEBC) failed to subject candidates to fresh 
nominations, after the poll was invalidated.

The petitioners, including former assist-
ant minister Harun Mwau and two promi-
nent activists, argued that the re-runs did not 
meet the threshold set by the Constitution.

They asked the Supreme Court judges 
to annul the election on grounds that nomi-
nations were not done prior to the elections.

The re-runs were boycotted by opposi-
tion leader Raila Odinga who had also 
disputed the outcome of the August polls.

At least 37 people were killed and hun-
dreds injured in clashes during the August 
election.

Seoul, Nov. 20 (IANS):  
Three South Korean sol-
diers rescued a North Ko-
rean soldier who defected to 
Seoul after being shot by his 
fellow troops, the Defence 
Ministry said on Monday.

The North Korean sol-
dier reportedly collapsed 
shortly after crossing the 
Joint Security Zone (JSA) 
that separates the two Ko-
reas. 

The three South Korean 
soldiers, stationed at the 
JSA, had rescued the pri-
vate and taken him to a safe 
zone from where he was 
later evacuated to a hospital. 
The ministry offered very 
little details of the incident 
and the UN Command sta-
tioned at the JSA refused to 
make the video of the event 
public due to fears of aggra-
vating tension between the 
two Koreas.

It is believed that the 
images show one of the four 
North Korean soldiers who 
fired at the defector after the 
latter crossed the line of mil-
itary demarcation as well as 
the Pyongyang Army firing 
into the South side.

Islamabad, Nov. 20 (PTI):  
Pakistan’s Interior Minis-
ter today asked for more 
time to end the more than 
two-week long siege of the 
capital Islamabad by some 
2,000 protesters belonging 
to hardline religious groups 
who have been demanding 
the resignation of the coun-
try’s law minister.

The activists of Tehreek-
i-Khatm-i-Nabuwwat, 
Tehreek-i- Labaik Ya Ra-
sool Allah (TLY) and the 
Sunni Tehreek Pakistan 
(ST) have been blocking the 
Islamabad Expressway and 
Murree Road at Faizabad 
interchange that connect 
Islamabad with its only air-
port and the garrison city of  
Rawalpindi.

The protesters  de-
mand the resignation of  
law minister Zahid Hamid 
for changes made about 
Khatm-i-Nabuwwat or fi-
nality of prophethood oath 
in the Elections Act 2017 
passed in September.

Interior Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal was summoned by Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) 
judge Shaukat Siddiqui for 
failing to implement orders 
on Friday to clear the roads 
within 24 hours.

The judge in the hearing 
admonished the admin-
istration and ordered that 
notices be issued to secre-
tary interior, chief commis-
sioner, inspector general 
and deputy commissioner 
for failing to carry out court 
orders.

Iqbal requested for more 

time to deal with the issue 
peacefully.

The court observed that 
it was responsibility of the 
state to ensure right of com-
mon citizen and protesters 
were causing serious prob-
lems for students, patients 
and others. Later, the judge 
adjourned the hearing till 
Thursday and asked that the 
issue should be resolved by 
the next hearing.

Iqbal told media after 
the hearing that the court or-
ders would be implemented 
and the protesters removed 
before the November 23 
deadline set by the court.

He said he had ordered 
the police to delay operation 
to give talks with clerics 
another chance to succeed.

The government has de-
ployed hundreds of security 
personnel in riot gear to take 
action against the protesters 
but has been dilly-dallying 
to take action due to fear of  
backlash from the extrem-
ists. However, it already 
buckled under pressure and 
restored the oath to its origi-
nal form last week after Na-
tional Assembly passed the 
amendment in the Elections 
Act 2017.

The government also 
offered to send law minis-
ter on leave or change his 
portfolio but the protesters 
rejected it and refused to 
disperse until the minister 
was removed.

Commuters continue to 
face severe problems with 
traffic jams on different 
roads.

C o l o m b o,  N o v.  2 0 
(IANS):   Sr i  Lankan 
Prime Minister  Ranil 
Wickremesinghe on Mon-
day appeared before a spe-
cial commission which is 
probing a treasury bond 
scam at the country’s cen-
tral bank after the present 
government was elected in 
January 2015.

Wickremesinghe is the 
first Prime Minister in Sri 
Lanka’s history to appear 
before a special commis-
sion of  inquiry appointed 
by a President, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The commission is 
probing the controversial 
sale of  treasury bonds 
during the period of  the 
former Central Bank Gov-
ernor Arjuna Mahendran 
who is alleged to have 
caused losses amounting 
to millions of  dollars to 
the island country’s cof-
fers.

Mahendran was ap-
pointed the central bank 
chief  in 2015 by Wick-
remesinghe before the 
bonds scam but resigned a 
year later. 

The opposition have 
been calling on the govern-
ment to probe if  the prime 
minister was aware of  the 
scam.

Wickremesinghe was 
questioned for an hour by 
the commission on Mon-
day, during which he said 

File Photo

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to 
announce its valued 

HillStarCinema fans that 
the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You 
can now BUY tickets 

online! 

11 am, 5 pm and 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng) 2D 2 pm: Aksar 2 (Hindi)

he had an opportunity to 
explain the government 
policy on public debt and 
clear his name.

“The president, sec-
retary of  our party and 
our ministers have come 
forward to fearlessly give 
evidence,” Wickremesin-
ghe said after his hearing.

“The ‘yahapalanaya’ 
(good governance) will 
move forward. There is 
nothing to hide. There 
may have been mistakes, 
shortcomings, but the ‘ya-
hapalanaya’ will move 
forward.”

Many senior ministers 
attended the hearing on 
Monday.

Wickremesinghe was 
invited before the com-
mission following his 

public announcement last 
month that he was will-
ing to testify should the 
commissioners require 
any clarification from him 
about government policy 
on bonds.

The commission had 
initially submitted a list 
of  questions to the Prime 
Minister which he an-
swered through an affida-
vit but he was summoned 
to appear personally for 
further clarifications.

President Maithripala 
Sirisena appointed the 
three-member commis-
sion earlier this year to 
investigate if  the country 
lost billions of  rupees as 
alleged by the opposition 
as a result of  the bond 
scam.
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Selena Gomez accused of lip syncing at AMAs
Singer Selena Gomez has been slammed for allegedly lip-syncing at her gig at the Amer-
ican Music Awards (AMA) 2017. This was her first performance since undergoing a life-
saving kidney transplant. Gomez, 25, performed live, teasing her collaboration with DJ 
Marshmello “Wolves”, here. Showing off blonde hair, dressed in a white silk slip and 
trainers, Gomez writhed on a car bonnet while dancers in nighties performed a routine 
around her. However, some viewers were unimpressed with the singer’s big return, ac-
cusing her of lip-syncing, reports metro.co.uk. Twitter was flooded with comments from 
viewers as noticeably, Gomez’s own reaction after her comeback was muted, with the 
singer shrugging as the crowd cheered. While one user wrote: “Selena Gomez can’t sing 
to save her life”, another posted: “No hate, but Selena Gomez is lip-syncing.”  (IANS)

Miss Phek 2017 Mewe-u Mero (Middle) flanked by first runner-up Ravolu Chuzho and second runner-up 
Pewe-u Tunyi.

Selected models for ‘Mr & Miss Fame’ .

Mewe-u Mero is 
Miss Phek 2017

‘Mr & Miss Fame’ contest on Nov. 25 at Hotel Acacia

12 bands shortlisted for NSACS, 
Multi Media Campaign 2017

Honya Yanlem releases debut single 

Bruno Mars, Keith Urban win big at AMA

M
iss Phek beauty pageant 
was held on Sat. Nov. 18 
at Phek town.

Twenty-year old 
Mewe-u Mero was 

crowned Miss Phek while 19-year old 
Ravolu Chuzho and 19-year Pewe-u Tunyi 
were adjudged as first and second runners 
up respectively.

A press release issued by the organisers 
mentions that 14 contestants vied for the 
coveted title. 

The event is said to have held under the 
aegis of Vogue Entertainment in associa-
tion with Mega Entertainment, Guwahati. 

Democratic Alliance of Nagaland 
(DAN) chairman and NPF Legislature 
Party leader Kuzholuzo (Azo) Nienu 
graced the show as chief guest.

The judges for the evening were 
Imlibenla Wati, Miss Super Talent India 
(Miss Asia Pacific) 2016; Kanhaiya Mehta, 
managing director, Mega Entertainment 
Guwahati; Mary Khyriem, Mega Miss 

North East 2017; Soman Chetri and 
Vilhousa Movi, best designer North East 
India Ethnic Fashion 2014 and official 
designer Vogue Entertainment.

The choreographer of the show was 
Abhijeet Singha, proprietor and fashion-
preneur Mega Entertainment, Guwahati.

The official designers includes Dipika 
Devi, official designer Mega Miss North 
East Organization, Dosoulou J Vemai, best 
designer award 2017 Nagaland Fashion 
Week and Ako LKR, fashion designer.

The show was produced and man-
aged by Dode Nakro with Diwe-u Thele 
as event co-ordinator, Vogue Entertain-
ment and Vevotsolu Nakro and Florence 
Quinker as make-up artists.

Miss Phek will get direct entry to Miss 
Nagaland 2017. 

Miss Phek 2017 along with the 1st and 
2nd runner up will get direct entry into 
Sunsilk Mega Miss Northeast India 2018, 
stated the release.

EMN

T
he Fashion Trendsetter Nagaland 
(FTN) will be organising ‘Mr & 
Miss Fame’ for the first time at Ho-
tel Acacia, Dimapur on Nov. 25

A press release issued by the 
organisers mentions that after a series of audi-
tions, the final audition was held at Dimapur 
on Nov. 18. 

During the final audition, nine male mod-
els and nine female models are said to have 
selected out of the 30 contestants who turned 
up for the audition. 

The models are said to have selected on the 
basis of their confidence, personality, presenta-
tion and the ones who fits the eligibility criteria.

Director of Mr & Miss Fame Thritong 
Sangtam in the release mentioned that the 
main objective and purpose of organising the 
contest is to help the Sharon Orphanage Home.

EMN

12 
bands including Tune up chan-
nel, Pay the rent, Trans effect, 
Yellow beacon, Since 90’s, Plan P, 
Dynamic Cardioid, DK Entertain-
ment, Distinct Theory, and Happy 

feet have been shortlisted to compete at the State 
level band competition which will be held under 
the theme “Life Now, Yes Life, No HIV.” Apart 
from these top 10 bands, two other bands namely 
Naga Incarnate and  Fifth Note were shortlisted to 
perform as wild card entry, making it a total of 12 
bands.

The 12 bands were selected out of 18 bands 
who submitted their original songs based on HIV 
and AIDS or drug abuse, and will compete for the 
NSACS Multi Media Campaign scheduled for Dec. 
1 at The Heritage, Old DC Bungalow, Kohima. 

In a press note issued by the organisers, it in-
formed that the selected bands will have to perform 
two songs each during the state level competition- 
one cover song of their choice and the original song 
previously submitted. 

The bands are also informed to report at the 
competition venue by 4:00 pm on Nov. 30 for brief-
ing and dinner. 

For further information, one may contact the 
event manager at 9856123203.

EMN

H
onya Yanlem has released her debut 
single ‘Caught in The Middle’.

Honya Yanlem is a vocal artiste from 
Mon district.

Her single ‘Caught in The Middle’ 
is said to be composed and directed by Moba Inggang 
and  audio recorded at Music Bakery, Dimapur. 

The song is said to have been released at YouTube 
and Indihut website. 

“ Caught In The Middle” is a mixture of pop and 
EDM that talks about the state of life where one comes 
across ups and downs, negative and positive situations 
while trying to follow one’s passion and also about one 
being indecisive and confused about life’s decisions. 

Some parts of her video highlight her love for pho-
tography as well.

EMN

S
inger-musician Bruno Mars walked 
away with seven awards, and Keith 
Urban scored a hat- trick with three 
honours at the American Music 
Awards (AMA) ceremony, which 

saw over a dozen performances by artistes 
including Diana Ross.

Mars wasn’t present at the Microsoft 
Theater here for the gala on Sunday, but he 

dominated the winners list by winning seven 
of his eight nominations. He won Favourite 
Artist of the Year, along with Favourite Male 
Artist Pop/Rock, Favourite Album Pop/Rock 
for his “24K Magic”, Favourite Male Artist 
Soul/R&B, Favourite Album Soul/R&B, Vid-
eo of the Year and Favourite Song Soul/R&B 
for “That’s What I Like”.

IANS

kg-2172
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Ryan Giggs

In this July 4, 1998 file photo, Jana Novotna, of the Czech Republic, 
displays the women’s singles trophy after her victory over France’s 
Nathalie Tauziat in the final on Wimbledon’s Centre Court.

Usain Bolt (R) puts the Aussies through their paces.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1656SUD0KU 1495 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1655

ACROSS
1. Strip of leather
6. New Zealand tree
10. Hearing organs
14. Dog (slang)
15. Rotational point
16. Not fast
17. American Oil Company
18. Half
19. 70s singer ____ Tennille
20. Caused to be remembered
22. Error corrections
24. Particolored
25. Sound systems
26. Artificial water channel
29. “Wiseguy” actor Ken ____
30. Saucy
31. Arranged in a panicle
37. Artist stand
39. Drug called “Acid”
40. Weary breaths
41. Drivers of ancient 2 wheeled carts
44. Belch
45. Petty quarrel
46. King of Mycenae, father of 

Agamemnon
48. Less complicated
52. Hebrew 5th century BC high 

priest
53. Not observed
54. Lively Polish dances
58. Concept
59. Mid-month days
61. Seneca indian tribe of 

Pennsylvania
62. Parasitic arachnid
63. Egyptian river

64. Angel rings
65. Not difficult
66. Obtains
67. Catches or tears 

DOWN
1. Ship’s mast
2. Book volume
3. Chamber
4. Hawk
5. Vocal sounds
6. Completely destroyed
7. Chopped
8. Carol Burnett funnyman ___ 

Conway
9. Pertaining to Asia

10. Organic derivative of an acid
11. Without company
12. Musical form with recurring 

leading theme
13. Pertaining to Switzerland 

21. Profound
23. Selection lists
25. Glide
26. Specifications (abbrev.)
27. First wife of Jacob
28. Latin for “Bear”
29. Impetuous beginning
32. Communion table
33. Caretaker of books
34. Shivering fit
35. Through (informal)

36. Snakes
38. Tightly twisted cotton thread
42. Aperture
43. Playfully torment
47. Proveable facts
48. Set of hotel rooms
49. Large Asian country
50. Milliseconds
51. Sickly
52. Lessens
54. “Unfreeze”
55. Nut whose flavor appears in 

certain soft drinks
56. Eager
57. Talk back
60. Become deceased       

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1495

Indian skipper Virat Kohli exults as he celebrates his century during the final day of the 1st cricket test 
match against Sri Lanka at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Monday.

PTI

Former Wimbledon champion 
Jana Novotna dies at 49

DDTTA selection camp rescheduled

AASA annual meet underwayGiggs to oversee Vietnamese 
youth football training

Bolt gives tips to Aussies on 
improving running between wickets

5th AR organise friendly volleyball match

Classy Kohli, lethal Bhuvi light 
up final day of drawn Test
Kolkata, Nov. 20 (PTI): 
Skipper Virat Kohli hit 
one of  the finest counter-
attacking centuries in re-
cent times as India nearly 
scripted an epic win before 
the first cricket Test against 
Sri Lanka ended in a draw 
after a tantalising final day’s 
cricket.

Kohli’s unbeaten 104 
-- his 18th Test and 50th 
overall hundred saw India 
declaring their second in-
nings at 352 for 8.

This left Sri Lanka with 
an improbable 231 to chase 
in little over a session.

The target was out of  
reach but the Indian bowl-
ers went full throttle raising 
visions of a victory, reduc-
ing Sri Lanka to 75 for 7 be-
fore umpires called off  play 
due to deteriorating light.

Nearly 20 overs of play 
was still left but light was al-
ways going to be a factor as 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (11-8-
8-4) rocked the Sri Lankan 
batting in the company of  
Mohammed Shami (2/34 
in 9.3 overs) and Umesh 
Yadav (1/25 in 5 overs).

After being dominated 
for the better part of  the 
first four rain-truncated 
days, Kohli took it in his 
own hands to completely 
alter the complexion of the 
match.

With opposition’s best 
bowler Suranga Lakmal 
(3/93) removing KL Rahul 
(79), Cheteshwar Pujara 
(22) and Ajinkya Rahane 
(0) within the first hour 
of  play, the visitors were 
sniffing victory with India 
effectively 91 for 4 at that 
point of time.

Kohli didn’t get any 
stable partners but initially 
played it safe till the lunch 

session before launching a 
ferocious counter-attack in 
the post-lunch session.

The two sixes over extra 
cover off  Lakmal were a 
statement of  intent that 
he was not ready to play 
for time trying to save the 
match.

Instead of  being a 
match saving innings, it 
nearly turned out to be a 
match-winning innings as 
he smacked 12 boundaries 

and two sixes.
He assessed the pitch 

well knowing that survival 
won’t help his cause and 
used his big front foot stride 
well trying to negate the 
swing.

The Sri Lankan bowlers 
especially Lakmal tried to 
entice him with two short 
covers so that he plays the 
uppish drive that had time 
and again brought about 
his downfall but the skipper 

didn’t take the bait on most 
occasions.

T h e r e  we r e  a  f ew 
streaky shots here and there 
but more often than not he 
was assertive despite not a 
single 50-run stand en route 
his hundred. The moment 
he completed his hundred 
with a six off  Lakmal’s de-
livery, Kohli declared the 
innings knowing that India 
were certainly not going to 
lose from that position.

However, Sri Lanka, 
who were harbouring hopes 
of  winning the game now 
had to bat out one full ses-
sion. Shami and Bhuvnesh-
war gave India a rocking 
start in Sri Lanka’s second 
innings castling openers 
Sadeera Samarawickrama 
(0) and Dimuth Karunara-
tne (1) respectively to make 
it 2/2 inside four overs.

Continuing his fine first 
spell of  7-5-3-2, Bhuvnesh-
war dismissed Lahiru Thiri-
manne (7) in the second 
over after tea, while former 
skipper Angelo Mathews 
(12) was trapped leg before 
by Umesh Yadav to light 
up the proceedings with Sri 
Lanka 22/4.

Tempers also got flared 
up in the 19th over as India 
looked livid at the Lankans 
apparent time-wasting tac-
tics when Niroshan Dick-
wella repeatedly went out 
from his crease without any 
disturbance with Shami 
beginning his run-up.

Usually cool Shami 
looked furious and walked 
straight up to the batsman 
as the duo had a heated ex-
change in the middle while 
Kohli too got into the act 
in an animated discussion 
before umpire Nigel Llong 
pacified it.

Finally, India managed 
to break the partnership 
with Shami cleaning up the 
Sri Lankan skipper Chandi-
mal with a 140 -plus fuller 
delivery to uproot the mid-
dle-stump.

Dickwella (27) and Dil-
ruwan Perera (0) were dis-
missed in addition of  six 
runs as Bhuvneshwar and 
Shami looked at their furi-
ous best before the match 
could not last the distance.

Prague, Nov. 20 (AP): Jana 
Novotna, who won the 
hearts of  the tennis world 
by sobbing on the shoulder 
of a member of the British 
royal family after a tough 
loss in the Wimbledon final, 
has died at the age of 49.

The WTA announced 
Novotna’s death on Mon-
day. The women’s tennis 
body said she died on Sun-
day after a long battle with 
cancer. Novotna died in her 
native Czech Republic sur-
rounded by her family, the 
women’s tennis body said.

Her family confirmed 
her death to the Czech Re-
public’s CTK news agency.

Novotna won her only 
Grand Slam singles title at 
Wimbledon in 1998, even-
tually triumphing after two 
losses in the final at the All 
England Lawn Tennis Club 
in 1993 and 1997. She also 
lost in the 1991 Australian 
Open final.

The 1993 loss to Steffi 
Graf  at Wimbledon was 
particularly painful for No-
votna, who wasted a com-
manding lead in the decisive 
third set. She couldn’t keep 
her emotions in check at 
the prize giving ceremony, 
crying on the shoulder of  
the Duchess of  Kent and 
endearing her to the crowd.

‘’Jana was an inspira-
tion both on and off  court 

to anyone who had the op-
portunity to know her,’’ 
WTA chief executive Steve 
Simon said.

‘’Her star will always 
shine brightly in the history 
of  the WTA. Our condo-
lences and our thoughts are 
with Jana’s family.’’

During a 14-year pro-
fessional career, Novotna 
won 24 singles titles and 
reached a career-high No.2 
in the singles rankings in 
1997. She won just that one 
Grand Slam singles title but 
collected 16 slam titles in 
doubles and mixed doubles 
and was a top-ranked dou-

bles player.
She was also a three-

time Olympic medalist and 
won the Fed Cup with her 
country in 1988. Novotna 
was inducted into tennis’ 
Hall of Fame in 2005.

Novotna retired in 1999 
but stayed around tennis, 
becoming a commentator 
and a coach. Seven years 
ago, she returned from Flor-
ida to her Czech home town 
of Brno.

‘’I’m dependent on ten-
nis,’’ she said in an inter-
view two years ago. ‘’A 
day without it would be 
terrible.’’

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): The selec-
tion camp for table tennis players from 
Dimapur district, organised by Dimapur 
District Table Tennis Association (DDT-
TA) which was scheduled to be held on 
Nov. 27 and 28 has been preponed to Nov. 
24 and 25.
The entry forms are available at the mul-
tipurpose stadium and the last date of  

submission is Nov. 23.
Interested table tennis players are re-

quested to contact the DDTTA officials 
for the same.

The selection camp is for both men and 
women team to participate in the 1st Na-
galand Olympics, organised by Nagaland 
Olympics Association from Dec. 13 till the 
17th in Dimapur.

Hanoi (Vietnam), Nov. 
20 (IANS): Manchester 
United legend Ryan Giggs 
on Monday attended the 
inaugural ceremony of  
Vietnam’s youth football 
training centre under the 
promotion fund of  the 
Vietnamese Football Tal-
ents (PVF) as the orga-
nization’s new technical 
director.

Another Manchester 
United icon, former mid-
fielder Paul Scholes, also 
attended the ceremony in 
the northern province of  
Hung Yen, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

According to a con-
tract signed with PVF, a 

Vietnamese non-govern-
mental and non-profit or-
ganization, former winger 
Ryan Giggs is supposed to 
turn the PVF’s new facil-
ity in the province into 
Vietnam’s leading youth 
football training centre.

A t  t h e  c e r e m o n y, 
Giggs said he would help 
PVF train local coaches 
and nourish local young 
football players so that 
Vietnam’s national squad 
can win a berth in the 2030 
World Cup.

Many local football 
fans said they wanted Paul 
Scholes to become Viet-
nam’s tourism ambassador 
soon.

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The 32nd annual meet of  
Ato Area Sports Associa-
tion (AASA) got underway 
on Monday at Nikhekhu 
village with President of  
Dimapur District GBs’ 
Association Tokuho Suhoi 
Neho gracing the opening 
function as the chief  guest. 

Speaking during the 
opening ceremony the 
chief  guest said “to win” 
is the most of  every sports 
person but winning with-
out discipline is of  no val-

ue and therefore a sports 
person should maintain 
utmost discipline both on 
and off  the field/arena. 

Stating that discipline 
is  the most impor tant 
aspect in the life of  an 
individual who aims to 
achieve higher goals, he 
encouraged the partici-
pants to remain focused to 
what they want to achieve 
in life as sports person and 
thus bring laurel to their 
respective villages. He also 
called upon the people to 

do away with isms and to 
make Nagaland a better 
place for younger genera-
tions to live in.

The 32nd GBs’ Foot-
ball  Trophy, 29th late 
Nikhekhu and late N. Yi-
hoto Zhimo Memorial 
Volleyball Trophy (men & 
women) and 4th Shekuto 
Suu Memorial Badminton 
Trophy (men & women) 
will be played during the 
course of  the five day 
event. The meet will con-
clude on Nov. 25.

Sydney, Nov. 20 (IANS): 
Ahead of  the upcoming 
five-match Ashes rubber, 
a group of  Australia bats-
men have turned to Jamai-
can sprint legend Usain 
Bolt to improve their run-
ning between the wickets.

The just-retired Jamai-
can athlete is said to have 
passed on tips to improve 
their “explosiveness” off  
the mark.

“It’s all about explo-

siveness, and that’s one 
thing I’ve noticed with 
cricket -- they don’t really 
have a lot of  explosiveness 
when they’re running,” 
Bolt was quoted as saying 
by the Herald Sun news-
paper. 

“They seem to always 
take off  at a slow rate. 
Getting that right will defi-
nitely help people.”

Batsman Peter Hand-
scomb, who is preparing 

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): 5th Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of  Headquarters 
Inspector General Assam Rifles (North) 
organised a friendly volleyball match at 
Akuluto Company Operating Base on Nov. 
14 on the theme ‘Drug-free Nagaland’. 

The aim of the match was to extend an 
opportunity to the participants to showcase 
their talent and motivate the talented play-
ers.

The match was played between the 
team of NAP and troops of 5 Assam Rifles.

hard for the opening Test 
at the Gabba in Brisbane 
from November 23, said 
Bolt gave them a few point-
ers on running a bit faster.

“He was giving us a 
few pointers on how to get 
a little bit faster,” Hand-
scomb said. 

“We’ll give it a crack. 
He was trying to get us 
nice and low in the turn 
and in and out. The first 
couple of  steps are key and 
if  we can get them right, 
we’ll be fast.

“Obviously he’s the 
fastest man ever so if  we 
can have the title with him, 
that’d be cool,” Hand-
scomb added.

Handscomb was the 
only member of  the Ashes 
squad present at the pro-
motional event. 

While the first Ashes 
Test begins on Thursday 
in Brisbane, subsequent 
games will be played in 
Adelaide,  Per th,  Mel-
bourne and Sydney.

Bolt, 31, retired after 
this year’s World Champi-
onships, where he suffered 
a hamstring injury. The Ja-
maican has eight Olympic 
medals to his credit.



Manchester United's Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku celebrates scor-
ing their fourth goal during the English Premier League match against 
Newcastle at Old Trafford in Manchester on Nov.18.
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10-men Barak FC hold on for a 1-0 win against New Market
Tapitu stars as Lower Bayavu Giants beat Themezie Titans

A volleyball match in progress between Nerhema Students' Union 
and Seiyhama Students' Union on Saturday.

Winner of the tournament, Barak FC lifting the 23rd Classic Cup trophy at the Kohima local ground on Monday.
EM Images

Kezhalelie Keretsu giving away the man of the match award to Tapitu of Lower Bayavu Giants.
EM Images

Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria lifts the trophy after beating David Goffin of Belgium in their ATP World Tour 
Finals singles final tennis match at the O2 Arena in London on Sunday. 

AP/PTI

Northern Angami-1 T20 Bash

Suolahie Theiinuo memorial 
volleyball trophy held

Dimitrov beats Goffin to win ATP Finals

25th anniversary of Phek wrestling 
tournament from Jan. 19

Mourinho welcomes end of Lukaku goal drought Shashi, Shamonova shine on Day 
2 of women's Youth Boxing Worlds

Barak FC lifts 23rd Classic Cup

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
Barak FC, Peren lifted the 
23rd Classic Cup for the 
4th consecutive year after 
defeating New Market 
XI 1-0 in the final match 
played here at the Kohima 
local ground on Monday.

In a closely encoun-
tered match in front of  a 
packed crowd, New Mar-
ket XI started the match 
brightly and Yhunshalo 
Kemp headed goal was 
denied by the woodwork 
in the 3rd minute through 
Khwetelhi Thopi’s free-
kick.

However, Barak FC 
took the lead in the 4th 
minute through Mayosh-

ing Khongriwa as the rival 
defender deflected ball 
went pass the keeper into 
the back of  the net to take 
the lead.

Minute  la ter,  New 
Market got another chance 
to level the score when 
Yhanshalo came one on 
one with the keeper but 
shot the ball straight to the 
Barak keeper Peisuidibe 
Zeliang.

Barak FC with the 
lead continued their domi-
nance in the midfield area 
during the first half  and 
New Market on counter 
attack failed to breach the 
defensive line.

The second half, New 
Market dominated the 

game with ball possession 
but was unable to find the 
target as rival defender de-
fended the score-line.

A red-card in the 85th 
minute for Barak FC mid-
fielder Seiboi Haokip gave 
chance for New Market to 
regain the momentum, but 
hard luck for the team as 
they failed to find the back 
of  the net despite numer-
ous attempts.

Barak side held on for 
a win at the end of  the 
final whistle to clinch the 
trophy for the fourth con-
secutive year.

Defending champions 
Barak FC received a cash 
prize of  INR. 1, 50, 000 
along with the trophy and 

citations, while New Mar-
ket walked home with 
INR. 80, 000 along with 
the trophy and citations.

A defeat for New Mar-
ket means the title drought 
continues for 10 years as 
they failed to beat Barak 
FC in the final match of  
the Classic Cup.

Earlier, Rev. Fr. Neisal-
hou Carolus, Vicar Gener-
al, Diocese of  Kohima, the 
chief  guest in his address 
lauded the initiative of  the 
organisers for providing 
a platform to develop the 
young talent of  the youths. 
He further encouraged the 
youngster to emulate the 
good example set by the 
Classic Club and to carry 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
The defending champions 
Lower Bayavu Giants won 
the opening match of  the 
5th 10th Northern Anga-
mi-1 T20 Bash with their 
victory against Themezie 
Perizie Titans by 8 wick-
ets here at KVC ground, 
Ziekezou, Kohima village 
on Nov.20.

Chasing a target of  
131, LBG managed to 
reach the target in 11.5 
overs. Man of  the match 
Tapitu of  LBG led from 
the front with a deserving 
half  century (64), but not 
before Teisovizo produced 
a magnificent spell for 
LBG with four wickets in 
four overs. Veri (41 runs) 
was also among the run 
getters for LBG. Electing 
to bat, Themezie Perizie 
Titans scored a total of  
131 runs in 20 overs with 
the fall of  seven wickets. 
Toluto Shohe was the lead-
ing scorer with 54 runs, 

followed by Vizovolie with 
21 runs. As for TP Titans, 
Tali got two wickets in 
four overs.

The match between 
Upper Bayavu Sixers and 
Peraciezie Royals ended in 
a tie, while both the teams 
shared a point each. Elect-
ing to bat, Upper Bayavu 
Sixers (UBS) posed a total 
of  129 (All out) in 18.5 
overs. Mhonbemo and 
Sebicham were among the 
leading scorers for UBS 
with 20 and 16 runs re-
spectively, while man of  
the match Renchamo (4 
wckts in 4 overs) and Ren-
chio (2 wckts in 4 overs) 
were the wicket takers 
for Peraciezie. Chasing a 
mediocre total, Peraciezie 
also managed to score 129 
runs in 20 overs with sev-
en wickets. Nchumbemo 
scored 30 runs, while Ro-
mokhon scored a sublime 
36 runs in just 27 balls.

As for UBS, both De-
pebe and Mhobemo got 

two wickets each. A total 
of  16 teams are partici-
pating in the tournament 
being organised by Broth-
erhood Group. The league 
round matches will con-
tinue till Dec. 4, while the 
tournament will conclude 
on Dec. 8. Earlier on the 
day, the inaugural function 
was graced by Kethosituo 
Sekhose, administrator, 
Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil, as the chief  guest. The 
programme, chaired by 
Vimhalie Pienyü, com-
menced with invocation 
pronounced by Sankiluma 
Kikon, associate pastor, 
Lotha Baptist Church, Ko-
hima. Peter Vizo shared a 
brief  history of  the tourna-
ment, while a dance per-
formance was presented 
by Dexterians.

Tuesday’s matches
Middle Bayavu Lions vs 

Kenuozou Wolves at 9 am
Lower L. Khel Vikings vs 
North Block Warriors at 

12.30 pm

Kohima, Nov. 20 (EMN): 
Suolahie Theiinuo memo-
rial volleyball trophy-cum-
literary competition organ-
ised by Northern Angami 
Students’ Union was held 
at the IG Stadium Kohima 
on Nov. 18.

Nerhema Students’ 
Union emerged as the 
champions in men’s vol-
leyball and the runner-up 
was bagged by Tsiesema 
Students’ Union. In wom-
en’s volleyball, Tsiesema 
Students’ union emerged as 
champions and Nerhema 
students’ union bagged the 
runner-up.

For literary competi-
tion, Khrielakuo Kets of  
Kijumetouma bagged the 
first position in poetry, 
while the second and third 
by Viladeinuo Sachii of  
Kohima Village Students 
Union and Meteituolie 
Talie of Rusoma Students’ 
Union.

In the painting com-
petition, first prize was 
bagged by Neiketouzo 
Keyho of  Kohima Village 
Students’ Union; second 
prize Meyievor of  Zhad-
ima Students’ Union and 
the third prize by Amenuo 
Kense of  Tuophema Stu-
dents’ Union.

In essay competition 
Visier Yashii of  Dihoma 
Students’ Union, second 
by Philomena Rutsa of  
Nerhema Students’ Union 
and third prize by Neikhri-
etuo Kiewhou of Nerhema 
Students’ Union and Men-
gubeinuo Solo of  Kohima 
Village Students Union.

Earlier Dr. Kevizakie 
Rio, joint mission director 

forward their good deeds 
and the mission that they 
have began.

Noting on the success 
of  Nagas, he said success 
doesn’t last too long but 
our achievement doesn’t 
go to our heart but goes 
up to head and we failed 
to humble ourself, despite 
that Nagas are talented in 
so many field and area. 
He called on the gath-
ering to be committed, 
hardworking, persistent, 
perseverance in the effort 
in order to achieve some-
thing in life.

The three-week long 
tournament was organised 
by Classic Club Kohima 
under the theme ‘Creat-
ing a better world through 
football’. 35 teams partici-
pated in the 23rd edition 
of  the tournament.

Individual awards
Player of  the people choice 
- Rhitso Mero of  Barak FC

Best goalkeeper - Medo-
phrezo Kezieo of  Kohima 

Eagle’s SC
Best defence - Akiho 

Chisi of  St Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama

Best midfielder - Keneisede-
lie Chiitso of  Barak FC

Highest Scorer- Khwetelhi 
Thopi of  New Market FC 
and Tamthing of  St Jo-

seph’s College (9 goals each)
Player of  the Tournament 
- Yhunshalo Kemp of  New 

Market FC

RMSA gracing the occa-
sion as the chief guest said 
the event would provide a 
platform to display their 
skills, get to know each 
other more and bring unity 
in the region.

He urged the youth to 
give their best in which-
ever profession they are 
and challenged the young 
people to contribute some-
thing for the society and be 
an asset of the society and 
not liability.

Commandant 9th As-

sam Rifles Col Raja Tyagi 
in his address as special 
guest stressed on the im-
portance of  physical fit-
ness where one need to be 
involved in sports. He also 
advised the young people 
to choose the right path 
and encouraged the youths 
to live a respectful life with 
respectful profession.

The valedictory pro-
gramme was graced by 
Kekhrie Yhome former as-
sociate professor Nagaland 
and Delhi University.

London, Nov. 20 (AFP): 
Grigor Dimitrov beat Da-
vid Goffin 7 -5, 4-6, 6-3 in 
a gripping title decider at 
the ATP Finals to become 
the first debutant to win the 
season finale since 1998.

In a surprise f inal 
match-up, the Bulgarian 
sixth seed held his nerve 
under intense pressure at 
London's O2 Arena to seal 
the biggest title of his career 
on his fifth match point.

He will climb to third 
in the rankings behind only 
Rafael Nadal and Roger 
Federer as he begins to de-
liver decisively on his rich 
promise as a youngster.

"It has been a tremen-
dous two weeks for me," 
said the 26 -year-old. "It 
is such an honour to play 
here. This week has been 
one of the best I have had."

"I am lost for words," 
he added. "My team have 
been unbelievable, my fam-
ily."

The Bulgarian came 
into the title decider un-
beaten at the O2, with a 
healthy 4-1 head-to-head 
record against Goffin, in-
cluding a 6-0, 6-2 win in the 
round-robin stage.

But seventh seed Goffin 
was buoyed by wins over 

Dimapur, Nov. 20 (EMN): The 25th 
tournament anniversary of the Phek Area 
Wrestling Association (PAWA) is scheduled 
to be held on Jan. 19 and 20, 2018 under 
the theme, “Verved Concord” at the Phek 
town public ground with MLA, Kuzholuzo 
(Azo) Nienu and Yitachu as the chief guest 
and guest of honour respectively. This was 
stated in a press note by PAWA, President, 
Zechete Mekrisuh

The best four wrestlers in Naga style 
during the 25th tournament anniversary will 
be awarded with cash prizes along with cita-
tion. The champion will fetch a sum of INR. 
1,00,000 to be sponsored by Yitachu, the first 
runners up will walk away with a cash prize 
of INR. 70,000 to be sponsored by Er. Shek-
hotso Keyho, SDO, Directorate of Tourism, 
the second runners up will also walk home 
richer with a cash prize of  INR. 50,000 
to be sponsored by Nehusa Nakro, Joint 
Secretary, government of Nagaland while 
the fourth position holder will be awarded 
a cash prize of INR. 30,000 to be sponsored 

by entrepreneur, Chikhotso Nienu.
The ground management of the tourna-

ment will be managed by the Phekmi Wel-
fare Union Kohima (PWUK).

In a separate statement, the souvenir 
committee of the 25th tournament anniver-
sary of the Phek Area Wrestling Association 
(PAWA) appeals to all PAWA wrestlers who 
had won gold in free style wrestling irrespec-
tive of categories in the past to submit the 
photocopy of certificate from PAWA level to 
state level and furthermore to the committee 
on or before Dec. 2 for compilation in the 
souvenir. Failing to comply with the direc-
tive, complaints/claims of whatsoever shall 
in no way entertained thereafter.

The Souvenir Committee Convener 
Kuzhovesa Soho, further invite a write up 
purely based on wrestling nature from any 
bonafide members from the PAWA con-
stituent units and submits same to the un-
dersigned or email at kezs@rediffmail.com. 
The same shall be liable to accept till Dec. 2 
and not beyond under any circumstances.

world number one Nadal and and a gutsy 
effort against second seed Federer, coming 
back from a set down to beat the Swiss in 
the semi-finals.

Both players struggled to hold serve at 
the start of the contest in front of a feisty 
packed house and the error count was high 
from both men.

After three consecutive breaks, the Bel-
gian was the first to hold his serve, forging 
ahead 3-1 but as time ran out for Dimitrov, 
Goffin played a poor service game, going 
long on a forehand to concede another 

break of serve as the Bulgarian levelled the 
match at 4-4.

The errors continued to flow from a 
nervy-looking Goffin and Dimitrov finally 
secured the decisive break on his fifth set 
point when the Belgian thumped a fore-
hand into the net.

Goffin, 26, landed just 42 percent of  
first serves in the first set and made 20 
unforced errors, struggling to find the bite 
and consistency he had enjoyed in beating 
Federer.

In the second set, neither player earned 

London, Nov. 20 (AFP): 
Jose Mourinho said he 
was delighted to see Rom-
elu Lukaku back on the 
scoresheet after a barren 
spell as Manchester United 
try to keep runaway Pre-
mier League leaders Man-
chester City in their sights.

Paul Pogba, returning 
after two months on the 
sidelines, was the driving 
force as United returned 
to form with a 4-1 Premier 
League thrashing of  New-
castle at Old Trafford.

The Frenchman set up 
a goal and scored another 
before Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
made his long-awaited 

comeback from a knee 
injury as a late substitute.

But the gloss was pro-
vided by Lukaku, who 
lashed a ferocious shot 
into the roof  of  the net for 
United's fourth. It was his 
first goal for the club since 
September after a barren 
run of  seven games.

During that drought 
manager Mourinho had 
leaped to the Belgian's de-
fence in the face of  frustra-
tion from fans, describing 
him as "untouchable in my 
team".

"He is a striker and 
strikers like to score goals," 
said Mourinho. "It is not a 

Guwahati, Nov. 20 (IANS): 
India started the second 
day of the AIBA Women's 
Youth World Champion-
ships on a grand note when 
Shashi Chopra, who re-
cently picked a silver at the

Ahmet Cormet boxing 
tournament in Istanbul, 
came out strongly in her 
feather weight preliminary 
round at the Nabin Chandra 
Bardoloi Indoor stadium 
here on Monday. Shashi 
was head and heels over 
her Uzbekistan opponent 
Rakhmatova Durdonakhon 
all through the three rounds. 
Shashi's straight punching 
as she led with her left, us-
ing the double jab combo 
followed by a three-punch 
left-right-left burst seemed 
to keep her Uzbek opponent 
on the backfoot in the open-
ing round.

Shashi then stepped 
up her game in the second 
round, putting further ag-
gression into her attack as 
she bobbed and weaved 
her way in and out of  Ra-
khmatova's reach. 

However, the Indian was 
unable to avoid some of the 
punches her opponent threw 
at her but that did not cause 
much damage as few were 
on target. Shashi managed 
to connect a vicious left 
hook that caught the Uzbek 

on the right temple that got 
her the standing count, sec-
onds before the bell.

Shashi continued her 
attacks, keeping it simple 
with straight jabs in the final 
round to eventually take the 
bout away for a unanimous 
points decision.

"I am very happy with 
my first round victory. I was 
confident I could win the 
bout if  I stuck to the plan 
and not allow my opponent 
to score points. I also kept 
my punches straight and 
struck effectively," Shashi 
said. However, the most 
awesome display of boxing 
came from middleweight 
title contender Russia's 
Shamonova Nastasiia. 

The sturdy Russian 
showed why she is amongst 
the most feared boxer in 
women's world boxing. 

She looked to be in a 
class of her own demolish-
ing US's Moreu Sharahya 
with such clinical punching 
that all the American could 
do was soak in the pain but 
courageously soldiered on, 
sometimes connecting with 
power to the head and stom-
ach, reminding the Russian 
that she was no pushover.

The final outcome was 
a unanimous victory for the 
Russian and a round of ap-
plause from the crowd.

a break point until the sixth 
game, when Goffin saved 
himself  with a dramatic 
backhand crosscourt shot 
that caught the sideline, 
taking advantage of  two 
double faults from the rac-
quet of  Dimitrov in the 
next game to break.

Infused with renewed 
belief, the Belgian held his 
nerve to clinch the set 6-4.

Despite a sprinkling of  
break points, a tight third 
set went with serve un-
til the sixth game, when 
Dimitrov broke to lead 4-2 
as Goffin went wide with a 
backhand.

As the tension mount-
ed, Goffin bravely saved 
three championship points 
on his own serve but Dimi-
trov held his nerve to seal 
the match on his own serve 
after two-and-a-half  hours, 
at the fifth time of asking.

A disappointed Goffin 
said: "It was a special week 
for me. A week with a lot 
of  emotion and a lot of  
fatigue. Now I am feeling 
tired but it was an amazing 
week. "We did an amazing 
job. It was tough after los-
ing to Grigor in the group. 
It was not easy to come 
back but we worked a lot 
as a team."

problem for me if  he works 
like he always does and 
he doesn't score goals but 
for their self-esteem, their 
confidence, strikers like to 
score goals.

"He was not doing that 
for us for a few matches 
and then all that can affect 
strikers' confidence. I was 
really happy that he scored 
that goal."

Lukaku's effort capped 
a fine comeback from 
United that kept City's 
lead at the top of  the table 
to eight points after New-
castle scored first.

T h e  r e s u l t  m e a n t 
Mourinho came out victo-
rious from his first meeting 
with old adversary Rafael 
Benitez in a decade.

"We didn't start well 
but I don't blame my play-
ers. I blame -- in the posi-
tive sense -- Benitez," said 
the United boss.

"Very experienced, 
very intelligent -- the team 
was very well-organised. 
They started very well, 
creating us problems and 
we couldn't play at the 
same time they were creat-
ing those problems in our 
defensive areas.

"The goal was like a 
wake-up call and the team 
reacted very well. The sec-
ond half  was ours. We 
had control, we had goals, 
we had beautiful actions."


