
A photo of Naga writer Easterine Kire walking past Baptist College in Kohima. On Sunday night, Kire was 
declared Book of the Year winner for fiction at the Tata Literature Live Awards.    
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Various portions of the NH-702D (Mokokchung-Mariani) road photographed during an on-spot inspection by MDTOA officials on Nov. 17 2017. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 15°

Agartala 30° 18°

Gangtok 23° 07°

Guwahati 29° 16°

Imphal 27° 11°

Itanagar 26° 15°

Shillong 21° 09°

Delhi 24° 10°

Kolkata 32° 18°

Chennai 30° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 10°
DIMAPUR 27° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 83%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Alice Yhoshü 
Kohima, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
Award-winning Naga 
poet and author Easterine 
Kire has once again made 
the Naga name proud by 
winning the Book of  the 
Year Award for fiction at 
the Tata Literature Live 
Awards 2017 with her 
book ‘Son of  the Thunder-
cloud’. The award was an-
nounced Sunday evening 
at the Tata Literature Live 
event in Mumbai where 
publishers and writers 
from over 100 countries 
are participating.

Kire’s book was long-
listed alongside Arund-
hati Roy’s ‘Ministry of  
Utmost Happiness’, Sujit 
Saraf ’s ‘Harilal and Sons’, 
Shahnaz Bashir’s ‘Scat-
tered Souls’, Anees Sal-
im’s ‘The Small Town Sea’ 
and Meena Kandasamy’s 
‘When I Hit You’. 

‘Son of  the Thunder-
cloud’ is being acclaimed 
as a classic allegory of  love 
and hope. 

 “I loved writing that 
book. I had such joy writ-
ing that book. It was how 

Wise sayings often fall 
on barren ground, but 

a kind word is never 
thrown away. 

~ Arthur Helps

My father also sacrificed 
many years of development in 
Nagaland so that I can be an 

entrepreneur.

~ Arien

Former PM Manmohan Singh to get 
Indira Gandhi peace prize  | P8
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Easterine Kire’s ‘Son of the 
Thundercloud’ wins Tata Lit Award

‘Unsafe Kohima’: 
Chief minister’s office 
withdraws statement  

'Govt. sanctioned Rs. 15 cr.  worth 
winter clothing for elementary students' 

NSCN-K 'finance secretary' arrested

Commercial trucks to go off Mokokchung roads, again

6 NNPGs sign agreement with New Delhi 

Blames it on ‘unintentional typo error’ 

Mirror Takes

EastErn Mirror
From ‘Miss Campus Princess’ to 
‘Miss World’: Manushi Chillar’s 
ascent within a year   |  P10

I saw the boy Jesus, and 
imagining him growing up 
as a Naga boy playing with 
slingshots was real fun. It 
was easy to bring in the 
concepts of  love and life 
beyond death by using our 
social values and our com-
munity life as a base” Kire 

told Eastern Mirror follow-
ing the announcement of  
the award. 

Kire, who is currently 
in Norway, when asked 
about winning the honour 
said: “This is the Lord’s 
blessing to all of  us, not 
just to me, but His way of  

recognizing the Northeast-
erners and telling us ‘I love 
you guys’”.

The author maintains 
that if  one uses a com-
bination of  fantasy and 
folktale, it is easy to create 
characters that are 'four 
hundred years old or be-

yond.' She also admitted 
that she began to love the 
characters (in her book) 
and they became like fam-
ily to her. “I worked out 
some personal issues with 
this book...” she adds.

While acknowledging 
her publisher Speaking 
Tiger for believing in the 
book, Kire thanked her 
readers, friends and fam-
ily for their support. “This 
means a lot to me,” she  
said emotionally.

On her work being 
shortlisted among literary 
heavyweights like Arund-
hati Roy who was the win-
ner of  the 1997 Booker 
Prize, Kire humbly says it 
was an honour to have her 
work alongside Roy’s. “I 
am a big fan of  her (Roy),” 
she said.

The Tata Literature 
Live! Book of  the Year 
Award has been constitut-
ed to recognise notewor-
thy work in the Indian lit-
erary space across fiction 
and nonfiction genres. 

Kire etched a notch in 
literature in Nagaland as 
early as the 1980s. With 

her book ‘Kelhoukevira’ 
(1983), she became the 
first individual Naga to 
have a volume of  poetry 
published, while her first 
novel ‘A Naga Village Re-
membered’ (2003) has the 
distinction of  being the 
first Naga novel to be writ-
ten/published in English 
by a Naga writer. 

She is a recipient of  
the Nagaland Governor’s 
Award for excellence in 
literature in 2011, and the 
Catalan PEN Internation-
al Free Voice Award. Her 
novel ‘A Terrible Matri-
archy’ which talks about 
a young girl growing up 
in a traditional Naga so-
ciety was selected by the 
Government of  India 
to be translated into six 
UNESCO languages. She 
has authored more than 27 
books. 

Kire’s novel ‘Bitter 
Wormwood’ also got nom-
inated for The Hindu Lit 
Prize in 2013 and in 2016, 
she was awarded The Hin-
du Prize for Best Fiction 
2015 for her novel ‘When 
the River Sleeps’.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
In May this year, the state 
government reportedly 
sanctioned Rs. 14.59 cr. to 
the department of  School 
Education for provision 
of  ‘winter clothing’ to stu-
dents of  the elementary 
sections of  government-
run schools. 

According to a press 
release from the Naga-
land Public Rights Aware-
ness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF), the ‘drawal 
authority’ for said amount 
was issued on May 19 this 
year. The sanction was exe-
cuted against ‘re-appropria-
tion of  fund from planning  
machinery’, it stated. 

“On earlier occasion 
also, NPRAAF has urged 
upon the Finance depart-
ment to explain as to what 
it meant by ‘re-appropria-
tion of  fund’ but (the lat-
ter) chose to remain silent 
which is being viewed se-
riously and NPRAAF is 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 
(EMN): The chief  min-
ister’s office (CMO) has 
‘retracted’ a statement in 
which it had blamed “fla-
grant traffic problems and 
security related matters” 
in Kohima for the govern-
ment’s decision to relocate 
the Hornbill International 
Rock Contest to Dimapur 
this year. 

The CMO issued a 
statement on Sunday ex-
pressing regret over ‘any 
inconveniences’ caused 
by its earlier assertion. 
“While traffic is always 
a challenge for such big 
events in the state capital, 
it is well managed by the 
police with active support 
and cooperation of  the 
citizens of  Kohima. 

“The state government 
is grateful to all citizens, 
youth bodies, NGOs par-
ticularly APO, AMK, 
ASU, AYO, KVC and 
KVYO for helping organ-
ize the Hornbill Festival 
since the last 17 years. 
The idea to shift the Music 
Rock Events is primarily 

on account of  the desire 
and wishes of  other dis-
tricts to be a part of  the 
Hornbill Festival while 
also intending to give 
tourists an opportunity to 
explore other districts of  
Nagaland,” it stated. 

The government was 
planning to organise the 
music event in other dis-
tricts “on rotation basis 
from next year”, it an-
nounced. 

“However, through the 
content of  the press state-
ment, if  any inconven-
iences were caused to any 
organisation/individuals, 
the same was unintention-
ally caused due to typo 
error (sic) which is deeply 
regretted. It was never 
intended to tag the state 
capital as unsafe or to de-
mean or ignore the sacri-
fices of  any organisation/
individual but was rather 
an attempt to enlighten the 
general public about the 
measure taken up by the 
state government and its 
plan to shift the Rock Con-
test events to Dimapur”. 

strategizing on the possible 
ways of  how responsibili-
ties could be fixed upon the 
Finance and other depart-
ments involved in misap-
propriation of  funds,” the 
statement read.

Asserting that the 
clothing items should have 
reached each and every el-
ementary student by now, 
the NPRAAF has encour-
aged schools, students, 
parents/guardians and vil-
lage education committees 
to find out “whether such 
winter clothing has been 
received and accordingly 
take up the matter with the 
respective authorities”.

Gunmen and looted cash 
Crucially, the NPRAAF 
statement claimed that the 
Finance department had 
on August 4, 2016 released 
Rs. 15.88 lakh to the depart-
ment of School Education 
purported to be a payment 
against “looted money by 

unidentified gunmen on 19 
September 2009”. 

It asked the ‘responsi-
ble authorities’ to confirm 
whether it has taken appro-
priate action against em-
ployees for dereliction of  
duty; preventive measures 
for such incidents; and also 
the ‘final enquiry report’ 
on the incident. 

“NPRAAF asserts its 
position that every single 
penny meant for public 
should be accounted for 
and cautions the govern-
ment not to treat amounts 
of  few lakhs (sic) as meagre 
amounts since such atti-
tude would encourage anti-
social elements to continue 
committing crimes.”

‘Fraudulent drawal’ of 
Rs. 8 lakh 
The NPRAAF also ac-
cused the state's Finance  
department of  releasing 
Rs. 8,31,490 in August 31, 
2016 “under demand no. 

31 to be withdrawn from 
under Head of  Account 
No. 8550 – Civil Advances 
for ‘payment of  GPF fraud-
ulently drawn in respect of  
4nos of  primary teachers’”. 

Such ‘fraudulent draw-
al’, it stated, reflects inef-
ficiency of  the employees 
handling the matters. 
“NPRAAF believes that 
such fraud would be diffi-
cult to be committed unless 
some government insiders 
assist the fraudsters. Hence, 
NPRAAF demands the 
responsible authority to 
respond whether any ac-
tion has been taken upon 
the employees for their in-
competence and whether 
inquiry was initiated and 
the report thereof.”

No government em-
ployee would feel secure 
about their financial sav-
ings in the hands of  the 
state government with 
such ‘fraudulent drawals’, 
it stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung District 
Truck Owners’ Association 
(MDTOA) has announced 
what it stated was a 'chakka 
bandh’ – restriction of all 
commercial vehicles (trucks 
and pick-ups) from plying 
the Mokokchung-Mariani 
road as well as the Mokok-
chung-Amguri road, start-
ing November 21 next. The 
association issued a press 
release on Sunday inform-
ing  about the decision.

It also called out the ex-
ecutive engineer of  PWD 
National Highway Divi-
sion – II, Mokokchung for 
giving a ‘false report’ on 
the condition of  National 
Highway 702D (Marani-
Mokokchung road) to the 
deputy commissioner of  
Mokokchung claiming ‘ve-
hicles are plying very well’. 
The association was ‘total-

ly appalled over the blatant 
lie’, it stated. 

“The MDTOA of-
ficials, along with rep-
resentatives from the 
Mokokchung Town Lanur 
Telongjem (MTLT) and 
Mokokchung District Pick-
up Truck Union, went for 
an on-spot inspection and 
found that the official let-
ter by the executive engi-
neer to the deputy com-
missioner, Mokokchung is 
nothing but a blatant lie, 
and the road condition is 
not only pathetic but also 
dangerous to ply. There-
fore, the MDTOA strongly 
censures the letter of  the 
Executive Engineer ‘NO: 
EE/MKGNH/T-53/1092 
Dated Mkg the 10th of  
Nov 2017’. The association 
also cautions the executive  
engineer not to mislead the 
public, or for that matter the 

deputy commissioner, on 
such important issue where 
lives and livelihood of the 
people are at stake,” the 
statement read. 

It rejected the deputy 
commissioner’s request to 
extend the deadline it had 
submitted earlier by an ad-
ditional 10 days. “Here, 
MDTOA has undertaken 
the roads-inspection. There 
is no road improvement 
works at present. Moreover, 
the MDTOA has given a 
memorandum on October 
30, 2017 with regard to the 
same issue. 

“There was no official 
reply from the district ad-
ministration. After that, the 
MDTOA served an ultima-
tum on November 14th, 
2017 stipulating till the 20th 
of November for the con-
cerned authorities (sic) to 
improve the road,” it stated. 

Citing ‘no tangible im-
provement, apparent lacka-
daisical attitude of the au-
thorities, and the blatant lie 
of the Executive Engineer’, 
the association announced 
its decision to impose the 
restriction. It asserted that 
the association has waited 
enough for the authorities 
to repair the roads. 

“While the MDTOA 
also understands the im-
minent plight of the people 
due to the chakka bandh, 
the Association requests 
the general public to kindly 
bear with the inconvenienc-
es caused. The MDTOA as-
serts that the trucks owners 
are incurring heavy losses 
due to the bad road condi-
tions; even the trucks can-
not carry their full loads, 
and the vehicles undergo 
heavy repairing after every 
trip”. 

Shillong, Nov. 19 (IANS): Inovi Avika 
Assumi, the "finance secretary" of  the 
National Socialist Council of  Nagaland-
Khaplang (NSCN-K), has been arrested 
here, an official said on Sunday.

Acting on a tip, Meghalaya Police 
and Assam Rifles troopers raided As-
sumi's hideout at Demseiniong area on 
Saturday night. He was an accused in an 
extortion racket.

"We were informed about his pres-
ence in Shillong. We kept surveillance 
on his movement and activities. We fi-
nally raided his house and made the ar-

rest," Davies.R. Marak, the district po-
lice chief  of  East Khasi Hills, told IANS.

"He is a prize catch. We will soon 
start interrogating him about his activi-
ties here in Meghalaya."

The police did not recover any arms 
or ammunition from his possession. 
The NSCN-K has given up the ceasefire 
pact it earlier signed with New Delhi in 
2015. The outfit was declared a terror-
ist organisation after Khaplang's rebels 
went on a killing spree, attacking In-
dian soldiers in Nagaland, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Manipur.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The Work-
ing Committee of  six Naga National 
Political Groups (NNPGs) arrived 
in Dimapur on Sunday after having 
signed an agreement with the govern-
ment of  India on December 17, a press 
statement has informed. 

“The Working Committee led by 
its convener N Kitovi Zhimomi and 
co-conveners FGN kedallo, Zhopra 
Vero; secretary NNC (parent body), 
V Nagi; NPGN/NNC (NA) ato kil-
onser, Hozheto; president NSCN (R), 
Wangtin Naga; NNC/GDRN (NA) 
president, Kiumukam Yimchungru, 
who signed agreement were accorded 
warm reception at Dimapur airport by 
GBs, members of  different Naga tribal 
hohos, various NGOs, functionaries of  
NNPGs and well-wishers,” it stated. 

Kitovi Zhimomi thanked the Naga 
people for their continuous prayers 
which have resulted in ‘fruitful out-
come of  the talks’ with the government 
of  India. “He said talk was held on the 
condition that should foremostly (sic) 

recognise the historical and political 
rights of  the Naga people and that the 
Naga people have the right to self-deter-
mine their future consonance with their 
unique identity. 

“Zhimomi also said that the govern-
ment of  India has positively responded 
to the desire of  the Naga people by stat-
ing that the Naga people will not be 
deprived off  (sic) their rights and the 
political and historical rights of  Nagas 
will be recognised”.

‘Step in the right direction’, says Rio 
In a separate statement, Lok Sabha MP 
from Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio on Sun-
day stated that the agreement between 
the Working Committee and the gov-
ernment of  India was a ‘welcome step 
in the right direction’. 

“This is a significant step in our 
search for honourable resolution of  the 
Indo-Naga political imbroglio. I appeal 
to all the negotiating parties, especially 
the Government of  India to expedite 
the political dialogue and bring about a 

solution that is honourable, democratic 
and upholds the political rights of  the 
people,” the statement read. 

He thanked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, on behalf  of  the Naga peo-
ple, for once again recognising the po-
litical and historical rights of  the Nagas 
to self-determine their future in conso-
nance with their distinct identity. 

“As the Nagas stand at a crucial 
juncture in our history – at the cross-
roads between lasting peace coupled 
with progressive development; and the 
path to chaos and self-destruction – I 
pray that wisdom prevails and that the 
Nagas choose the former. 

“It is imperative to have an inclusive 
solution so that no one is left behind 
and therefore, I appeal to the Govern-
ment of  India and the NSCN (K) to 
pursue restoration of  ceasefire and also 
take measures through negotiations 
that will ensure an honourable settle-
ment. GoI may further pursue the mat-
ter with the Government of  Myanmar 
as the organisation represents the Naga 

people who belong and reside in both 
India and Myanmar”. 

He also expressed happiness over 
the adoption of  a 5-point resolution by 
the Parliamentary Working Committee 
on November 17 at Kohima with regard 
to the Naga Political issue. “Although I 
was unable to attend the meeting due 
to inclement weather which prevented 
me from landing at Kohima on the said 
day, I wholeheartedly endorse the reso-
lutions. The Nagas have been a strife-
torn people for the last more than 60 
years and now is the time for peace to 
reign in the land, and in our hearts.”

Rio also gave “a clarion call” to all 
the elected representatives of  Naga-
land, the political parties, NGOs, and 
members of  the public to come forward 
and support the demand for an early 
and inclusive settlement of  the Naga 
Political issue. “I especially appeal to 
Dr. Shürhozelie’s group to take the 
path of  unity and reconciliation in the 
greater interest of  our society. As we 
have been appealing to all sections to 

unite for a lasting political solution, it 
is imperative that overgrounds too unite 
and reconcile if  we are indeed commit-
ted to serve our people”.

He also appreciated Chief Minis-
ter TR Zeliang for assuring to table the 
Lokayukta Bill in the Winter Session 
of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
scheduled for December 14, 2017. “Cor-
ruption, nepotism and favouritism have 
become the most challenging aspects in 
governance and the delivery system. In 
order to ensure transparency and cor-
ruption free government, the institution 
of the Lokayukta Act, suited to our con-
text keeping in mind the special provi-
sions Nagas enjoy under the Constitu-
tion of India, will surely go a long way 
in changing the system for the better. 

“The Standing Committee meeting 
with the Sub-Committee and ACAUT 
that is going to be held on Monday, No-
vember 20, 2017 is a welcome gesture 
and I am hopeful that it will be fruitful 
towards bringing a comprehensive law 
to check corruption”.



National seminar on crop 
protection at SASRD culminates 

Amur falcon conservation awareness at Ntu 

CM to address 
conclave in Dimapur

BJP Peren undertakes 
range-wise tour 

Longkhim-Chare BJP Mandal 
tenders mass resignation

DOK jubilee committees to meet

NPF Dimapur informs members

NYPC celebrates birth anniversary of Gandhi

Longkei village gets Anganwadi centre
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Principal Secretary Agri & APC T Imkonglemba Ao with directors of Agriculture and Horticulture along with organisers and delegates at the valedictory programme.

NPYC officials with children of KODH.

M Temjen Longchar with village leaders and Angawadi workers.

Forest department officials with participants after the awareness programme at Ntu village.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
A three-day national semi-
nar on ‘Crop protection: 
Current trend and Future 
perspectives,’ organised by 
the department of  Plant 
Pathology, Entomology & 
Agronomy, SASRD: NU, 
Medziphema campus con-
cluded on Nov. 18.

A valedictor y pro-
gramme was graced by 
Principal Secretary Agri-
culture & APC T Imkon-
glemba Ao, as chief  guest 
while director of  Agricul-
ture and Horticulture Helie 
Rupre-o and Dr. R E Lotha 
as special guests. 

The chief  guest in his 
address said the seminar 
was the need of  the hour 
and advocated that recom-
mendations made during 
deliberations should be re-
flected in the state policies 
of  agri and allied sectors. 

Stating that prime min-
ister’s ‘Look East policy’ 
with special emphasis on 
the Northeast region was a 
great incentive, he said “the 
Nagaland Vision 2030’ 
document has incorpo-
rated the 3 I’s; Inclusive, 
Intensive and Integrative 
- meaning that the ap-

proach is farmers centric 
and volume of  production 
is enhanced by integration 
of  new technologies and 
inputs.”

He also opined that 
along with crop protec-
tion, production of  crops 
that is marketable should 
also be considered. He fur-
ther suggested to scientists 
gathered to do research and 
development in the state 
which would benefit not 

only the scientist commu-
nity but also the farming 
community. 

While giving feedback 
on behalf  of  delegates Dr. 
C P Robert, senior scientist 
and head, ICAR KVK, 
CARD Pathanamthitta, 
Kerela, said the seminar 
was one of  the best he 
had attended. Feedback 
on behalf  of  farmers was 
presented by Nihokhu 
Chophy. pecial guests also 

delivered short speeches. 
The chief  guest also 

gave away the awards for 
Best Poster to Pezangulie 
Chakruno, PhD scholar, 
dept. of  Plant Pathol-
ogy,  SASRD:NU and 
Rokozeno, PhD scholar, 
dept. of Entomology, AAU, 
Jorhat, Assam. The award 
for Best Oral Presenter was 
given to Chandrika Bur-
agohain, dept. of  Plant Pa-
thology and Sandip Patra, 

dept. of  Entomology both 
from AAU, Jorhat, Assam 
and Moakala Changkija, 
SASRD:NU in the disci-
pline of  Agronomy. 

The programme was 
chaired by Prof. Akali 
Sema while welcome ad-
dress delivered by dean 
SASRD Prof. A K Makar 
and organizing secretary 
Dr. Sushanta Banik pre-
sented the seminar report. 
God’s blessing was invoked 

by Dr. Rokoneituo Nakhro 
and vote of  thanks was 
proposed by co-organizing 
secretary Dr. Imtinaro L.

Earlier, farmers from 
Medziphema, Socunoma, 
Mezoma, Sirhima and 
Pherima villages inter-
acted with scientists from 
the disciplines of  plant 
pathology, entomology, 
agronomy, horticulture 
and livestock production 
and management.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The 
department of  Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change or-
ganised awareness campaign at 
Ntu village.

The programme was attend-
ed by village council members, 
elders, school teachers, and stu-
dents attended the programme.

Welcoming the gathering, 
head teacher of  the school, 
Helen Kaurinta, expressed ap-
preciation to the Forest depart-
ment. She also informed that 
stakeholders had been cooperat-
ing with the department in con-
servation and protection of flora 
and fauna and will continue 
supporting in preserving nature.

The chairman of  Ntu vil-
lage council, Azanbo Kaurinta 
requested the department to up-
grade the purchased reserved 
forest land to a wildlife sanctu-
ary so that better way could be 
paved in.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): Chief Minister TR Zeliang will 
be addressing the inaugural function of the roundtable on 
sustainable management of Jhum in Northeast on Nov. 20 
at Hotel Acacia, Dimapur. The seminar is being organised 
by government of Nagaland and DONER, GOI in partner-
ship with IFAD.  

ADG, ICAR, Dr. Randhir Singh Poswal and country 
representative FAO, Shyam Khadka will also talked on “cli-
mate change and agriculture; the importance of J hum im-
provement and upland farming systems and food security.” 

Highlight of  day one programme included panel 
discussion on a multi-dimensional view of Jhum, settled 
agriculture as an alternative to Jhum; experiences from 
the field and jhum in the context of changing aspirations 
of the youth.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The BJP Peren District along 
with the 6th Tening Mandal undertook range-wise touring 
programme from Nov. 14 to 18 at Tening, Nsong, Nbaulwa, 
Athibung and Kebai range respectively.

During the tour, Peren district president, Huzantadbo 
Meriam highlighted the importance of booth level commit-
tee and the working strategy of the committee.

In his speech he assured that BJP will form the govern-
ment beyond 2024 in the Central and will soon happen in 
Nagaland as well.

He echoed that the BJP has a strong stand with the 
clean election which is initiated by NBCC as the BPJ itself  
is an anti-corruption government. He further asserted that 
BJP is not a religious group but purely a political party and 
call the people not to be confused with it.

The president announced that the party ticket will be 
given to a candidate based on their work from grassroots 
level surveyed by mandal and district team and the front 
line. The party also assured that candidates in both Ten-
ing and Peren A/c will be set up at the public support and 
interest of the party.

Later he appraised the party workers about the forth-
coming conference of booth level committee in the month 
of December to which appealed agents and coordinators 
to submit their report before Nov. 30 assigned during the 
touring programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The 52 as-
sembly constituency Longkhim-Chare 
of  BJP Mandal and its morcha wings 
unanimously tendered mass resignation 
from BJP Party on Nov. 18.

A press release received on Sunday 

singed by the 31 members from various 
wings, stated that the constituency has 
lost confidence on its present leader and 
therefore resolved to fully support T C 
Sangtam for the upcoming 2018 general 
election.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The Di-
mapur Okotsoe Ekhung golden jubilee 
organising committee has informed 
all conveners and members of  various 
committees that as per the decision 
taken earlier a meeting will be held on 
Nov. 30, 3 p.m. at Lotha Hoho Ki. 

All committee conveners are re-
quested to complete respective commit-
tee deliberations and submit the jubilee 

related financial budgets/requirements 
to the organizing committee on or 
before Nov. 30 (as resolved on Oct. 28, 
2017). The circular also informed that 
there will be photo session of various ju-
bilee committee members which will be 
incorporated in the DOE golden jubilee 
souvenir/history and other records. 
Therefore, members are asked to attend 
the meeting in formal dress.

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): The 
Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) Dimapur 
division has appealed to all the active 
NPF party members under Dimapur 
district to participate in the general 
convention and uphold the party by 

exercising their franchise in support 
of  President NPF Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu. 

The convention has been sched-
ule to be held on Nov. 22, 11 a.m. at 
Khuochiezie (Local ground) Kohima. 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland Pradesh Youth 
Congress (NPYC) along 
with children of  Kohima 
Orphanage & Destitute 
Home (KODH) celebrated 
the 100th birth anniversary 
of Indira Gandhi Nov. 19.

NPYC president Vil-
housielie Kenguruse said 
soon after Indira Gandhi 
took over prime minister, 
she inherited ceasefire 
agreement and had six 
round of talks with FGN/
NNC delegates.

“The talks broke down 
but then during her term 
revolutionary government 
of Nagaland had signed and 
solve part of the problem. It 
was then, the NNO (fore-
runner of  Congress party) 
joined INC with 10 points 
modalities, giving Nagaland 
a special place in the na-
tion,” said Kenguruse.  

He also mentioned that 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN):
The Government of  the 
People’s Republic of  Na-
galim (GPRN) is grieved at 
untimely demise of  ‘deputy 
kilonser’ Ao region, Sash-
ilemba Pongen, on Nov. 
18, due to prolong illness at 
Mokokchung town. 

Pongen, son of  lmti-
nungkum Pongen of  Long-
jang village, Mokochung 
joined the national service 
in 1992 in the Naga Army. 

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m 
‘cabinet secretary’ to the 
GPRN, DG Robert said 
Pongen had served the na-
tion whole heartedly with 
utmost sincerity and dedi-
cations in various capaci-
ties from a private soldier 

till his death as a deputy 
kilonser. 

The GPRN expressed 
that his demise has brought 
irreparable loss to the Naga 
nation leaving huge vacu-
um which would be diffi-
cult to fill. The GPRN shall 
always cherish the steadfast 
commitment and sacrificial 
service he had rendered for 
the sacred cause of  the na-
tion with pride and honour, 
the message added. 

At this moment of  grief  
and sorrow, the GPRN 
extended its profound 
sympathy and prayed the 
Almighty God to give 
strength to the bereaved 
family and eternal peace of  
the departed soul. 

Gandhi had given the high-
est respect to the Naga noble 
cause, during her life again 
in Shillong Accord, where 
over 700 political prisoners 

were released from various 
jails. She was fearless and 
able leader, he added.

NPYC on behalf  of  all 
Congress men and women 

and the people of Nagaland 
paid solemn respect and re-
membered her in her 100th 
birth anniversary.

PCCF & Chief  Wildlife 
Warden SP Tripathi appreciat-
ed the efforts of the villagers in 
protection and conservation the 
nature. He appealed the people 
to continue with the noble act 
and advised them to submit the 
proposal through proper chan-
nel for which he assured his best 
possible assistance.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  wa s 
chaired by Caroline K Angami, 
wildlife warden, Dimapur while 
a vote of thanks was proposed 
by Isaac Zeliang. 

“Ntu perched on the hill 
with the valley known as Bar-
rak Valley receives thousands 
of  guest bird, Amur falcon 
every year. During 2015, large 
numbers in lakh visited the 
valley. However, 2016 was com-
paratively less. But this year, 
Amur Falcons again arrived in 
terms of lakh,” the press release 
stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
The Anganwadi centre con-
structed under convergence 
of  MGNREGA and Social 
Welfare department was in-
augurated by Project Officer 
DRDA, Mon M Temjen 
Longchar, on Nov. 14 at 
Longkei village. 

During the inauguration, 
the project officer expressed 
his appreciation to the vil-
lage authority for comple-
tion of  the work on time 
utilizing the allotted fund 
judiciously.

Village chairman Khokai 
also expressed his happi-
ness and appreciation to the 
department for fulfilling the 
long felt need of  the village.

Short speeches were de-
livered by president Longkei 
Union Mon Town Tingn-
yam, BDO T Manhom Kon-
yak, and CDPO Tongwang 
Konyak.

Angh of  Longkie village 
Tokwang delivered the wel-
come speech while invoca-
tion prayer was pronounced 
by pastor, Longkei village.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 20.4 14.2 15.7 78 NIL

ZBT 19.7 14.3 18 96 4

MON 24.4 18.2 17.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 19 15 18.8 93 NIL

MKG 23.4 16.2 15.1 64 NIL

PHEK 23.2 13.8 15.1 98 NIL

KIPHIRE 20.8 15 17.4 94 2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22 15 18.1 80 5

LONGLENG

TSEMINYU 24.2 15.2 18.9 84 NIL

JALUKIE 19 10 16.8 82 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27.8 19.8 21.8 71 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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The anniversary programme in progress. 

University students demanding that the education authorities release the academic scholarships.    

Vikheho Swu addressing the VDBA at Pughoboto.

Naga missionaries mark 25th 
anniv. of Himalayan mission

VDB told to be transparent; use funds for people

Scholarship: NU students protest

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN):   
Naga Christian missionar-
ies are celebrating an anni-
versary marking their mis-
sion to ‘Himalayan tribes.’ 
The 25th anniversary of  
“Naga mission to Hima-
layan tribes” (1992-2017), 
logistically north India, 
was celebrated at Khatima 
in Nainital district in Ut-
tarakhand on Nov. 12, a 
press release from a Ari 
Keyho—no functional at-
tribution to organization 
mentioned—informed on 
Sunday. 

The event was pre-
ceded by the dedication of  
a church building at Ba-
bathan in Nepal on Nov. 
11.  To attend the dedica-
tion, participants had to 
travel from Khatima by 
12 motorbikes through 
hanging bridges and thick 
woods, the press release in-
formed. 

“Amidst widespread of  
rumors, fear psychosis, and 
apprehension of opposition 
and imminent persecution, 
the anniversary was suc-
cessfully celebrated with a 
crowd of one thousand plus 
including 30 pastors, local 
believers and those coming 

from Nagaland,” the press 
release stated. 

During the event, Rev. 
Dr. Phuveyi Dozo who was 
stated to have pioneered 
the mission, spoke about  
the occasion, as also Rev. 
Manen Longkumer, pas-
tor of  the 1st Police Baptist 
Church at Chumukedima 
in Nagaland. A book, ‘A 
Journey of  Naga Mission 
to Himalayan Tribes,’ was 
released during the pro-
gramme.        

The updates offered 
more insights into the mis-
sionaries work: Fulfilling 
the ‘ten thousand Naga-
land covenant,’ the Naga-
land Missions Movement 
of  the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council, for the 
first time, began a cross-
cultural mission in north 
India, Hindi speaking 
world in 1987. They sta-
tioned at Ganjdundwara 
of  Etah district of  UP, the 
press release informed.  

‘The Delhi Naga 
Christian Fellowship then 
reinforced the infant mis-
sion while NBCC-OCI 
partnership began to take 
it off  with a broader focus 
by 1988. After an itinerant 

evangelistic movement, the 
pioneers landed at Kha-
tima as its coordinating 
center in 1992 with a few 
believers when a proper 
team was formed with mis-
sionaries from Nagaland,’ 
the press release stated. 

According to the up-
dates, the SNAP battal-
ion, a police force, was 
stationed at Kashipur, ad-
jacent to Khatima during 
that time too. 

“The help and partner-
ship, in terms of  physical 
and financial support, ex-
tended by the Christians 
in the force was a great en-
couragement to the Naga 
missionaries in a distant 
land. The then comman-
dant of  SNAP O. Alem 
Longkumer, inaugurated 
the first church building 
at Khatima on Novem-
ber 4, 1992 amidst protest 
from religious fanatics and 
Nainital administration. 
The troop moved to Delhi 
on October4, 1994 for new 
assignment.  Hence, rifle 
withdraws but the gospel 
continues to advance in 
the region. The story will 
continue to live for genera-
tions.”

1st Death Anniversary
of Lt.Vikho Chakhesang (alias Sani Daili Kayina)

An Eternal 
memory…. 

Until we meet 
again.

 Loving Wife, Children’s 
Daughter-in-law & 

Grandchildren’s
BORN ON. 17/02/1956         
DIED ON. 20/11/2016 K-

14
49

n i g h t
Carnival

FORMS AVAILABLE AT:

BOOK YOUR STALL
11   - 17
DECEMBER

th th

2017

www.dimapurnightcarnival.com 

AKKI Infra-tech 
and Logistics

Near Police Commisionnerate

BAN
Super Market

EDBA
Purana Bazar

World of TITAN
Nyamo Lotha Road

LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF FORMS- 30th November 2017.

The press release re-
ferred to a person it called 
a pioneer, Dr. Dozo, who 
testified that God had led 
him to the region of  the 
Kumaonis from where the 
Kumaon Regiment came 
to ‘tackle the Indo-Naga 
political situation’ when 
his younger brother, an in-
nocent student, was bru-
tally killed on December 
19, 1969 at his village, Thu-
vopisumi. 

“He further testified 
that he was invited to join 
Naga national movement 
for vengeance but God 
delivered him to take the 
message of  love to his ene-
my land where he began to 
meet the people who killed 
his brother in his gospel en-
counter (sic) at Khatima,” 
the press release stated. 

The ‘mustard seed’ was 
accepted with growth in 
magnitude today, the press 
release stated in gratitude. 
Expanding from Kha-
tima, the Naga missionar-
ies spread up to different 
circles and places across 
north India and central 
Nepal namely Bareilly, 
Kiccha, Haldwani, and 
Nauntanwa, and Mahen-
dranagar and Syangja of  
Nepal having 470 churches 
and house fellowships with 
15,000 believers across the 
region, the updates stated. 

“The people in celebra-
tion rejoiced and renewed 
their commitment for Jesus 
Christ to remain immovea-
ble and continue to disciple 
their fellow people as com-
manded by the Lord. We 
learned from Jesus Christ 
who gave his life for the 
redemption of  the world,” 
the press release stated.  

“May God bless all the 
supporters, generous con-
tributors, prayer partners 
and well wishers towards 
the success of  the celebra-
tion.  We were jubilantly 
and abundantly blessed by 
God,” it added.  

Group declares ‘pen down, computer shut down’ strike 
Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN):  
A group of  government 
workers calling itself  the 
All Nagaland District 
Ministerial Service Asso-
ciation (ANDMSA) has 
announced, what it stated 
on Sunday, a ‘pen down’ 
and ‘computer shut down’ 
strike.

The association issued 
a press release on Nov. 19 
informing about their first 
phase of  a three-day state-
wide agitation. 

The press release ex-
plained that the group had 
decided on the course of  
action during their meeting 
on Nov. 17. They referred 
to ‘failure of  the state gov-
ernment for not acceding 
to the genuine demands 
of  the ANDMSA ‘even 
after much plea.’ The press 
release listed out the de-

mands: Amalgamation of  
the directorate and district 
ministerial cadre into a 
common ministerial cadre 
“as recruitment policy and 
criteria of  both the cadre 
are same”; elevation of  
HA/Sr. HA to that of  dis-
trict superintendent class-I 
and SDHA / accountant 
to that of  class-II; creation 
of  district superintendent 
class-I and assistant district 
superintendent class-II in 
all the independent DDOs 
of  districts and sub-divi-
sions.

The association ex-
plained that it was now left 
with no option but to go 
for phase-wise agitation all 
over the state. 

‘The first phase of  the 
agitation will be pen down 
and computer shut down 
which starts from Nov. 27 

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN):  
The village development 
boards (VDB) are urged to 
maintain transparency in 
their financial dealings and 
that they should use funds 
judiciously for the people 
and development of  their 
areas. 

Member of  the legis-
lative assembly Y Vikhe-
ho Swu was addressing 
an event of  the VDB in 
Pughoboto recently. He 
inaugurated the newly con-
structed office of  the Vil-
lage Development Board 

Association of  Pughoboto 
in the Rural Development 
block of  Ghathashi. 

A media handout offer-
ing updates informed on 
Sunday that he addressed 
the inauguration ceremo-
ny. Swu lauded the efforts 
of  the association in “suc-
cessfully constructing the 
building to house different 
offices besides the facility 
of  a conference hall,” the 
press release stated.

The legislator talked 
about the responsibilities 
of  the village development 

boards to successfully im-
plement various govern-
ment schemes. He urged 
them to ensure the welfare 
of  the villages. The local 
MLA said that the VDBs 
should maintain transpar-
ency and accountability 
of  funds they receive from 
the government. They 
should utilize it for the up-
lift of  the villagers in pos-
sible spheres, the updates 
stated.

“A strong VDB would 
ensure all round develop-
ment and economic up-

Dimapur, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
Students of  Nagaland 
University have expressed 
displeasure at the ongoing 
impasse involving students’ 
scholarship in the educa-
tion department. Members 
of  the Nagaland University 
Students’ Union (NUSU) 
at Kohima and NUSU 

of Lumami informed on 
Sunday that the students 
held a ‘candlelight protest’ 
on Nov. 18, a press release 
from the organisers in-
formed on Sunday. 

The students held a pro-
cession “bringing into light 
the injustice of  corruption” 
in the dept. of  Higher Edu-

cation, the press release 
stated. 

Inthono, an assistant 
prefect for men’s hostel was 
quoted in the press release 
as having said that the “re-
spective dept.” should not 
“snatch away our rights” 
and that “we need trans-
parency.” Lamenting that 

to the 29th and will inten-
sify the agitation of  non 
response (sic) from the 
government. Therefore, 
all the district units of  the 
ANDMSA are directed to 
monitor their respective 

districts as resolved,’ the 
press release stated. 

The group has appealed 
to the public to ‘bear with 
the inconvenience and also 
request to cooperate with 
the association.’ 

lift of  the village,” he said 
while also calling upon 
the people of  the area to 
avail the benefits offered 
by schemes available with 
the central and state gov-
ernments. Swu appealed 
to the VDBs in Pughoboto 
subdivision to work for the 
economic and social trans-
formation of  the area.  

Delivering a short 
speech at the event also 
was additional deputy 
commissioner of  Pugh-
oboto Avelu Ruho, the 
press release stated. The 
officer urged the village 
leaders present at the event 
to use the VDB funds ju-
diciously for the develop-
ment of  the area. She said 
that the proposal to set up 
a SBI branch in the subdi-
vision was ‘under active 
consideration of  the bank 
authorities and likely to be 
approved soon, which will 
solve the banking problem 
faced by people of  Pugh-
oboto subdivision,’ the 
press release stated.  

the majority of  students 
depend on their scholar-
ship to pay for fees, another 
student hoped that “the 
candle that we lit today will 
spark the heart and mind, 
becoming a burning flame 
for a brighter tomorrow.”

The press release de-
clared that, ‘The NUSU 
(M) stands with the de-
mands of  the NUSU (L) 
and strongly agrees that 
Nagaland University will 
continue to unite and fight 
for what is rightfully ours 
until justice is meted out.’ 

The students have de-
manded that the department 
in concern should release 
the remaining funds and 
‘give and answer during the 
given time or further course 
of actions will be taken.’
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Arunachal development scenario 
changed from 2001 — Kovind 

Tripura makes using tribal 
language on signboards mandatory 

Mizoram minister hopeful of
solution to Hmar imbroglio 

Assam govt. declares 
holiday in view of 
Namai Barak festival 

Manipur organises one-day public 
hearing on violence against women 

Kovind stops in Assam en route to Arunachal

Manipur to host 1st North 
East Development Summit
President Ram Nath Kovind to inaugurate NEDS in Imphal on Nov. 21

Minister of State for Railways Rajen Gohain flags off Silchar- Thiruvananthapuram Express  
Barak Valley gets direct rail connection to south India

Serve people irrespective of party affiliations — Prez to MLAs

I t a n a g a r ,  N o v.  1 9 
(IANS): President Ram 
Nath Kovind on Sun-
day said the development 
scenario of  Arunachal 
Pradesh  has  changed 
since 2001.

“The state’s develop-
ment scenario has changed 
since 2001 with the execu-
tion of  Trans Arunachal 
Highway, road connectivity 
to the remote interior areas, 
besides construction of  
advanced landing grounds 
at Pasighat, Mechukha, 
Ziro, Tuting and Walong 
to facilitate connectivity to 
the people living in remote 
areas,” he said.

Kovind was addressing 
the valedictory function of  
the celebration of  40 years 
of  Vivekananda Kendra 
Vidyalayas (VKV) in Aru-
nachal Pradesh at Indira 
Gandhi Park here.

He also noted that 
introduction of  railway 
services from Itanagar 
to cities like Guwahati 
in Assam and construc-

tion of  the 500 bedded 
hospital-cum-medical col-
lege at Naharlagun shows 
accelerating development 
in the state.

Noting that the state 

has a huge hydro power 
potential, Kovind said 
Arunachal Pradesh can 
become “the power house 
of  the nation”, even as he 
mentioned that the state’s 

immense natural habita-
tions have the potential 
for development of  agri-
cultural and horticultural 
produce.

Describing Arunachal 
as the “land of  rising sun” 
which, with its diverse cul-
tures as practiced by dif-
ferent tribes and unparal-
leled scenic beauty, is the 
perfect symbol of  “unity 
in diversity”, the President 
said that the state has been 
mentioned in the Kalika 
puranas.

He said the state is 
found in the epic Mahab-
harata due to many histori-
cal references connected to 
the state.

On the state’s contribu-
tion to the freedom strug-
gle, he said many person-
alities, including freedom 
fighter Matmur Jamoh, 
fought against the British, 
and Talom Rukbo, Y.D. 
Thongchi and Padmashree 
Mamang Dai have been 
widely recognised.

Commending the serv-

ices of  the VKV with their 
motto of  “service to man 
is service to god” towards 
promotion of  quality edu-
cation in the country and 
the state in particular de-
spite challenges, Kovind 
emphasised on education 
to bring about progress in 
the society.

The Vivekananda Ken-
dra Vidyalaya Alumni 
Association was celebrat-
ing 40 years of  VKV es-
tablishment in Arunachal 
Pradesh as an acknowl-
edgement to the VKVs 
for their significant con-
tribution in the education 
sector.

Arunachal Pradesh 
Governor Brig (Retd) B.D. 
Mishra and Chief  Minis-
ter Pema Khandu heaped 
praise on the Vivekananda 
Kendra’s mission of  self-
less service to society in 
the fields of  education 
and Swachhta, particu-
larly in difficult areas like 
Changlang, Tirap and 
Longding.

Agartala, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
The Tripura government 
has made it mandatory to 
display the tribal name and 
language on signboards, 
name plates and other no-
tice boards in all govern-
ment buildings, an official 
said here on Sunday.

“We have recently is-
sued notification making 
it compulsory that tribal 
name and languages must 
be displayed on the sign-
boards, name plates and 
other notice boards in all 
state government, semi-
government, autonomous 
bodies and educational in-
stitutions in and outside the 
state,” the state’s Kokborok 
and Minority Language 
Department Director Subal 
Debbarma told IANS.

He said that a high 
powered committee has 
been formed to supervise 
the work of  writing tribal 
name and “Kokboroka 

language”.
Following the Tripura 

government’s persistent 
demand, the Union Civ-
il Aviation Ministry has 
been making flight infor-
mation announcements at 
Agartala airport in tribal 
“Kokborok” language in 
addition to Hindi, English 
and Bengali.

Tribals constitute a 
third of  Tripura’s 3.7 mil-
lion people. Of  the state’s 
1,166,813 tribals, over 60 
per cent communicate in 
Kokborok language, which 
is also an official language 
of  the state since January 
1979.

Veteran tribal leader 
and Communist Party of  
India-Marxist Lok Sabha 
member, Jitendra Chaud-
hary, said that the state 
gover nment  has  been 
demanding inclusion of  
Kokborok language in the 
eighth schedule of  the Con-

stitution.
The Borok or tribal 

Tripuris live not only in 
Tripura but also in oth-
er northeastern states, 
Uttarakhand and neigh-
bouring countries l ike 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Nepal and Bhutan com-
prising about 1.5 million 
in number, he said.

Chaudhary, who is also 
the Deputy Chief  Whip 
of  the Left party in parlia-
ment and a former Tripura 
Minister, said the state 
government had set up a 
separate directorate for 
development of  the Kok-
borok and other minority 
languages.

Kokborok is  being 
taught now in schools and 
colleges in Tripura as one 
of  the language subjects up 
to degree level and Tripura 
(Central) University has 
also introduced a short-
term course in Kokborok. 

Aizawl, Nov. 19 (PTI): 
Mizoram minister R La-
lzirliana today expressed 
hope that the ongoing peace 
talks between the state and 
a faction of insurgent group 
Hmar People’s Conven-
tion (Democratic), led by 
H Zosangbera, would end 
the imbroglio over Sinlung 
Hills Development Council 
(SHDC).

The home minister said 
the onus for continuation 
of  parleys with the group 
lay with Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla.

“We are making prepa-
rations to hold political-
level talks as most of  the 
points of the memorandum 
of  settlement have been 
agreed upon by both the 
parties,” he said.

Meanwhile, a source in 
the home department said 
another faction of the Hmar 
People’s Convention (Dem-
ocratic) (HPC(D)), led by 
Lalhmingthanga Sanate, 
which had earlier insisted 
on conditional talks with 
the state government, has 
now softened its tone.

The Sanate faction has 
expressed their willingness 
to come to the negotiating 
table, before the govern-
ment signs a peace agree-
ment with the Zosangbera-
led faction, he said.

The talks  with the 
Zosangbera faction were 
delayed for months as the 
state government had been 
trying to rein in the Sanate 
faction, the source added.

T h e  A s s a m - b a s e d 

Sanate faction had, in the 
past, insisted on creation 
of  an autonomous district 
council for the Hmars by 
carving out areas adjoining 
Manipur and sought tripar-
tite talks involving a senior 
official from the Centre, a 
demand that was rejected 
by the state government.

Sources in the HPC(D) 
said public consultations 
were organised in Mizoram 
and Manipur by the Hmar 
Inpui, apex body of  the 
community, where mem-
bers reached a consensus on 
the points mentioned in the 
proposed agreement with 
the Mizoram government, 
including more autonomy 
to the SHDC and rechris-
tening it to Sinlung Hills 
Council.

Guwahati, Nov. 19 (PTI): The Assam govern-
ment has declared a holiday tomorrow under 
the NI Act in three districts of Barak valley in 
view of the ‘Namami Barak’ festival. The three 
districts are Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj. 
“On the occasion of the celebration of Namami 
Barak, the Government of Assam has declared a 
public holiday on November 20, 2017 within the 
jurisdiction of three districts of Barak valley,” an 
official release said.

It also said that all offices under Government 
of  Assam, revenue and magisterial courts and 
educational institutions in the three districts will 
remain closed. Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal yesterday inaugurated ‘Namami Barak’ 
festival at Silchar. President Ram Nath Kovind is 
scheduled to attend the closing ceremony

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 19 (EMN):  Al-
together 16 violence against 
women cases in Manipur in-
cluding eight rape cases, four 
rapes and murder cases, two 
suspicious deaths, one murder 
and one attempt to rape case 
were presented during a day-
long public hearing organised 
by Women Action for Develop-
ment (WAD) at Conference hall 
of State Guest House in Imphal 
on Sunday.

Retired District and Session 
Judge Ms Th Surbala, Director 
Prof N Pramodini of Women’s 
Study Centre, Manipur Univer-

sity, Associate Professor Dr N 
Pramod of LMS Law College 
and Assistant Public Prosecutor 
Th Bandana of  Government 
of  Manipur presided over the 
public hearing as jury members.

In her key note address, Sec-
retary Sobita Mangsatabam of  
WAD informed that the public 
hearing encourages seeking col-
lective effort to advance gender 
equality and also to combat 
violence against women. 

Stating that the hearing want 
full insurance of  international 
standards such as the interna-
tional women’s treaty, the UN 
Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Violence and 
Discrimination against Women, 
and the Platform for Action of  
the Beijing Fourth World Con-
ference on Women, she said, 
“we believe that the government 
particularly criminal justice in-
stitutions should lead to bridge 
the confidence of those people 
who have fate in these institu-
tions.” 

We need the observations 
and recommendations of mem-
bers of the jury to translate the 
narratives of  crimes against 
women into action and it would 
reach the ears of the authorities, 
she added. 

Guwahati, Nov. 19 (IANS): President Ram Nath 
Kovind arrived in Assam’s Lakhimpur district on 
Sunday before departing for Arunachal Pradesh.
Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi, Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal and Cultural Minister Naba 
Doley received Kovind at the Lilabari airport.He 
then left for Itanagar in an India Air Force aircraft.

The President will participate in the valedic-
tory function of the completion of Vivekananda 

Kendra and address legislators at a special session 
of the Arunachal Pradesh Assembly on Sunday 
eveningOn Monday, he will attend the closing 
ceremony of the Namami Barak festival in Silchar 
and take part in a civic reception in Guwahati.

The President will leave for Manipur on Tues-
day and inaugurate the North East Development 
Summit and the annual Manipur Sangai festival 
the same day.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
Manipur is all set to host the 
first ever North East Devel-
opment Summit (NEDS) 
2017 in Imphal from No-
vember 21-22. 

NEDS 2017 which will 
be jointly organised by state 
government in collabora-
tion with Union commerce 
ministry and India Founda-
tion will be also formally 
inaugurated by the President 
of India Ram Nath Kovind. 
Announcing this at a press 
conference in Imphal this 
afternoon, Chief  Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
said that around 20 Memo-
randum of Understandings 
(MoUs) is expected to be 
signed between various De-
partments of  Government 
of  Manipur and National 
and International Compa-
nies/Investors.

Stating that primary ob-
jective of  organising such 
festival is to showcase the 
existing economic poten-
tial and to attract outside 
investors in terms of  food 
processing industry, bam-
boo industry, fisheries, real 
estate to name a few, Singh 
called upon the media and 
masses to play positive and 
constructive role towards 
achieving economic devel-
opment in the State.

“We should not cre-
ate any inconvenience and 
troublesome to the tourists 
and visitors both from the 
country and abroad,” he 
observed.

Informing that alto-
gether 175 delegates will 
be participating in the Sum-
mit, he said the Summit 
will be attended by Union 
Minister for Commerce and 
Industries Suresh Prabhu, 
Chief  Ministers of  Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland, Director Ram 

 Maligaon, Nov. 19 (EMN):   To 
fulfil the longstanding demand 
of  the people of  Barak Valley, 
Manipur and Mizoram for di-
rect and convenient connectivity 
with southern India, Minister 
of  State for Railways Rajen 
Gohain flagged off  the Silchar- 
Thiruvananthapuram Express 
in Silchar on Sat. Nov 18. Chief  
Minister of  Assam Sarbananda 
Sonowal graced the occasion as 
the chief  guest informed a pree 
note from the Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer.

The flagging off  was done 
from Plate form 1 of Silchar sta-
tion amid the cheering of jubilant 
locals who were present in large 
numbers.

Gohain in his brief  address 
expressed his contentment over 
this new move and assured bet-
ter train service for the people 
of  the Barak Valley region and 
stated that this new train service 
is surely going to help the people 
of this region.

CM Sonowal expressed his 
utmost gratitude to the Union 
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal 
and Minister of  State for Rail-
ways Gohain for such a com-
mendable effort of  bringing a 
huge ease for all the people of  
this region by connecting Silchar 
straightaway down to South.

 He also conveyed high re-

gards to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for lending his 
support as always. He also stated 
that huge developmental works 
are still in process like track 
electrification, railway bridges 
among many others. Sonowal 
also insisted Gohain to intro-
duce new train from Silchar to 
Saurastra.

Silchar does not only have 
a historical significance as an 

important focal point of  com-
merce, transport, culture and 
politics of  the Barak Valley, but 
also acts as the commercial hub 
for the people of  Mizoram and 
Manipur. 

Hence effective and efficient 
transport connectivity with the 
southern part of  India was ur-
gently needed, which has been 
fulfilled by the introduction of  
this train. This would also help 

the people of this region to reach 
the modern and specialised med-
ical hospitals located in Chennai 
directly.

With the introduction of  
direct train, the transit time 
will be reduced significantly 
when compared to the previ-
ous system. The service will be 
commenced on a weekly basis 
with 24 coaches comprising of  
two GSLR, one General class, 
one General chair car, fourteen 
Sleeper class, four AC-3 tier, 
one AC-2 tier and one pantry 
car.

General  Manager,  N.F. 
Railway Chahatey Ram in 
his welcome address stated 
‘this is a big day for Silchar 
as it is directly getting con-
nected for the first time to the 
Southern part of  the country 
of  Thiruvananthapuram via 
Chennai through the medium 
of  Railways’. 

He further stated that more 
trains soon will be launched 
for ease of  railway traffic in the 
coming time.

PWD, Fisheries & Excise 
Minister of  Assam Parimal Su-
klabaidya, MLA Dilip Paul, 
MLA of Silchar Aminul Haque 
Laskar, MLA of Dhalai Siladitya 
Deb, MLA of Hojai and, MLA 
of Sarbhog Ranjit Das were also 
present in the function. 

I tanagar,  Nov.  19  (PTI/
IANS): President Ram Nath 
Kovind today called on the 
MLAs in Arunachal Pradesh 
to serve their constituencies and 
people dedicatedly irrespective 
of  party affiliations.

After dedicating the newly-
constructed Assembly building 
to the people, Kovind said the 
building was not made of  just 
bricks and cement, but it was 
a monument where lawmakers 
plan for the state with a vision 
for the future.

“You will need to be spa-
cious like the building for your 
people, who elected you with 
great hope and aspirations. You 
must shoulder your responsi-
bilities to keep your voters’ 
aspirations alive and serve them 
with sincerity,” Kovind said in 
his address during a special ses-
sion of  the Assembly.

Elections are fought on 
party lines in a parliamentary 
democracy, but elected repre-
sentatives are not the MLA of  a 

party but of  the entire constitu-
ency, the president said.

“It is our utmost duty to 
look after the problems faced 
by the people irrespective of  
caste, community, religion and 
party line,” he added.Kovind 
said all decisions in the As-
sembly should be taken through 
healthy debates by both ruling 
and opposition members.

“Sometime we may differ 
in our opinions but it should 
not result in disruption of  the 
house,” he said and urged the 
MLAs to maintain the spirit of  
democracy.

The president also appealed 
the members to preserve the rich 
age-old traditions of  the state.

“Arunachal Pradesh has 
been a source of  inspiration 
for the people of  the country,” 
he said, referring to Havildar 
Hangpan Dada of  the Rashtiya 
Rifles who laid down his life 
after single-handedly killing 
three terrorists in Jammu and 
Kashmir last year.

He was posthumously con-
ferred the Ashok Chakra, In-
dia’s highest peacetime gal-
lantry award for valour and 
courage.

Arunachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Brig (retd) B D Mishra 
in his address called on the 
members to work with account-
ability and transparency. 

Arunachal government to 
set up Skill University

Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu on Sun-
day announced the setting up 
of  a Skill University to provide 
employment opportunities out-
side the government space.“The 
biggest challenge facing the 
youth of  Arunachal today is the 
dearth of  adequate and gain-
ful employment opportunities 
outside the government space,” 
Khandu told President Ram 
Nath Kovind at a gathering 
here.Kovind attended the vale-
dictory function of  the 40 years 
celebrations of  Vivekananda 

Kendra in Arunachal Pradesh. 
“There exists a vicious cy-

cle of  limited private invest-
ment coupled with low levels 
of  entrepreneurship and a 
narrow skill base. This must 
be broken.

We have taken a decision 
to establish a Skill University, 
three employability centers and 
para-medical training college 
on a PPP framework,” Khandu 
said.Noting that creation an 
eco-system which encourages 
entrepreneurship amongst lo-
cal youth remains a key objec-
tive, the Chief  Minister said 
the government had launched 
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayaya 
Swavalamban Yojana. 

He said the government also 
focused on to properly chan-
nelise the youth by promoting 
and facilitating games and 
sports.The Chief  Minister said 
his government had accorded 
special emphasis in improving 
the quality of  education im-
parted in schools.

PTI

 President Ram Nath Kovind at the valedictory function of 40 
Years of celebrations of Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalaya, Arunachal 
Pradesh at Indira Gandhi Park in Itanagar on Sunday.

EM Images

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh accompanied by ministers and MLAs 
inspecting a stall at the curtain  raiser function of the 8th Manipur Sangai festival 
on Sunday.

Madhav of  India Foundation, 
Vice-Chairman NITI Ayaog 
Rajeev Kumar, Ministers and 
officials from NE states, Ambas-
sadors, High Commissioners and 
officials from various Countries 
including Malaysia, China, Ja-
pan, Sweden, Taiwan to mention 
some few.

Around 36 companies/firms 
from India are participating in 
addition to Associations like 
FICCI, CII, NASSCOM, Border 
Trade Moreh, Myanmar India 
Business Chamber, India Bang-
ladesh Chamber of  Commerce 
etc. Among others United Na-
tions Resident Co-ordinator Yuri 
Afanasiev, High Commissioner 
of  Malaysia H.E Dato Hidayat 
Abdul Hamid will also attend the 
Summit.

He said that the first ever 
North East Development Summit 
2017 will be formally inaugurated 
by President of India, Ram Nath 
Kovind on November 21, 2017 
at 2 pm. 

Chief Secretary RR Rashmi, 
Aditional Chief  Secretary Dr  J 
Suresh Babu, Principal Secretary 

Vineet Joshi, Vice-Chairman 
of  Manipur Infrastructure De-
velopment Agency (MIDA), M 
Asnikumar attended the press 
conference. In the morning, with 
mesmerizing display of  cultural 
dances and music, the curtain-
raiser of Manipur’s biggest tour-
ism festival - Sangai Festival was 
held at Keibul Lamjao, 55km 
south of here in Bishnupur district 
on Sunday.

Manipur CM Singh accompa-
nied by Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Joykumar, ministers, MLAs, top 
civil, police and military officers 
attended the curtain-raiser func-
tion held under the aegis of state 
forest department.

 The CM also flagged off San-
gai Run Half  Marathon which 
was organised as part of Festival 
at Sendra at Loktak Lake. Also 
CM Singh inaugurated Loktak 
Inland Transport Complex at the 
same venue. 

The ten-day Sangai festi-
val will be opened by President 
Ram Nath Kovind at Hafta 
Kangjeibung in Imphal on No-
vember 21.
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Logistics to get infrastructure 
status soon, says official

‘Chances of confirmation of wait list 
tickets during holidays now high’

Retail inflation expected 
to rise further, says Experts

IOC opens India’s first electric 
charging station in Nagpur

Toyota teams with Suzuki to bring EVs to India by 2020

Infosys to configure GST 
network for filing returns New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): The logistics 

sector will soon get the infrastructure status, 
which would help the segment raise funds at 
competitive rates and boost external trade, a 
senior government official said.

The proposal mooted by the commerce 
ministry has been approved by the finance 
ministry, the official said, adding “a notifica-
tion in this regard would be issued soon”.

“Huge investments are required in the 
sector to boost the country’s trade and grant-
ing infrastructure status would help the in-
dustry attract investments,” the official said.

Logistics, as per the commerce ministry’s 
definition, includes industrial parks, ware-
houses, cold storages and transportation.

This status would help the sector get 
credit at competitive rates and on long 
term basis as logistics costs impact global 
competitiveness of exporters. Realising the 
importance of  logistics sector to promote 

trade, the government has created a separate 
special secretary level post in the commerce 
ministry to coordinate with all the concerned 
ministries and departments.

Earlier there was no single department or 
ministry to look at all the aspects related to 
logistics covering various modes of shipment 
such as sea, roads and railways.

Exporters too have time and again de-
manded a specific department to deal with 
the issues related to logistics. Logistics costs 
of exports are very high in the country, mak-
ing Indian goods less competitive in global 
markets. According to a report, about 14 per 
cent of the total value of goods goes into the 
logistics cost while in other major econo-
mies it is just 6-8 per cent. A strategy paper 
released in 2010 by the commerce ministry 
had emphasised upon the need to invest bil-
lions of dollars in improving infrastructure 
including logistics to boost exports.

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): 
Have a wait listed ticket 
for your next trip during 
holidays? Not to worry, you 
might just be able to make it 
on a confirmed ticket.

A study by a popular 
travel portal has said that 
while the cancellation of  
wait list tickets was as high 
as 25.5 per cent during the 
Diwali of  2015 because 
of  non-confirmation, the 
number has been stable at 
18 per cent in 2016 and 
2017.

This in effect means 
that more wait listed pas-
sengers have been able to 
travel with confirmed tick-
ets than before.

A study by RailYatri, 
an online travel community 
that has 10 million monthly 
active users, said that for the 
Dehradun- Howrah Doon 
Express, the confirmation 
rate increased by over 20 
per cent during the period, 
for Mumbai CST-Howrah 
Superfast Mail (Via Gaya) 
increased by 11 per cent, 
Pune-Jammu Tawi Jhelum 
Express by over 12 per cent 
and Bangalore-Danapur 
Sanghamitra Superfast Ex-
press by more than five per 
cent. Even the the average 
waiting list has gone down 
considerably from last year. 
For example, the wait list 
of  the Kota-Patna Express 

has come down to 735 from 
813, while of  Ahmedabad-
Haridwar Yoga Express has 
decreased from 731 to 717.

Similarly, the waiting 
list of  the Mumbai-Dar-
bhanga Pawan Express has 
come down from 800 to 
769.

“Every year during Di-
wali, there is a huge de-
mand for train tickets and 
many end up with wait 
listed tickets and uncertain 
travel plans. However, this 
year it is heartening to see 
that fewer people had to 
cancel their tickets. It is def-
initely a good trend,” said 
Manish Rathi, Co-founder 
and CEO RailYatri.

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): Retail infla-
tion, which touched a seven-month high 
in October, is expected to rise further and 
cross the 4 per cent mark this month, 
driven by rise in vegetable and oil prices, 
experts say.

According to global financial services 
majors like Nomura, BofAML and Mor-
gan Stanley, price pressures are likely to 
build further in the coming months follow-
ing a cyclical recovery in the economy and 
rise in vegetable and oil prices.

 “We expect CPI inflation to rise above 
4 per cent in November and stay above the 
RBI’s target of  4 per cent through 2018,” 
Nomura said in a research note.

Stronger food and fuel inflation pushed 
up headline CPI inflation in October to a 
7-month high of  3.58 per cent.

According to BofAML, November CPI 
inflation is likely to be around 4.5 per cent.

It however added that government 
action, like importing onions and contain-
ing hoarding, will be far more effective in 
containing food prices.

Retail inflation has been rising con-
sistently since June amid a slowdown 
in factory output measured on Index of  
Industrial Production (IIP).

According to Morgan Stanley econo-
mists, besides the rise in food and oil pric-
es, further implementation of HRA-related 
hikes by more states and across sectors will 
also fuel inflationary pressures.

 “In the near term, upside risks to infla-
tion could arise due to a further rise in glo-
bal oil prices, whereas recently announced 
cut in GST (Goods and Services Tax) rates 
for most mass consumption items could 
provide some respite,” the global brokerage 
firm said in a report.

Retail inflation and GDP growth print 
due later this month are two main data 
points the Reserve Bank considers for set-
ting the key interest rate.

The Reserve Bank of India, in its policy 
review meet on October 4, kept benchmark 
interest rate unchanged on fears of  rising 
inflation while lowering growth forecast to 
6.7 per cent for the current fiscal.

Nagpur, Nov. 19 (IANS):  
In a major step in spread-
ing the use of green energy, 
Indias first electric vehicle 
(EV) charging station was 
started here on Sunday by 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC), ac-
cording to the state-run oil 
marketing company. Indian 
Oil has partnered with cab 
aggregator Ola to set up the 
charging station at an IOC 
petrol pump here. 

“Nagpur, being the first 
city to introduce the elec-
tric public transportation 
model in India, has added 
one more feather to its cap 
by adding the first electric 
charging station at Indian 
Oil’s COCO (company-
owned, company-operated) 
fuel station in the city,” an 
IOC release said. 

“We applaud Ola for 

building the electric vehicle 
eco-system from a nascent 
stage in Nagpur and are 
happy to partner with them 
in their efforts,” IOC Execu-
tive Director (Maharashtra) 
Murali Srinivasan said in a 
statement. 

In its annual report for 
2016-17 presented earlier 
this year, IOC said it planned 
to set up battery charging 
stations and was exploring 
the manufacture and retail-
ing of lithium-ion batteries. 

The governments’s Na-
tional Electric Mobility Mis-
sion Plan launched in 2013 
aims at gradually ensuring a 
vehicle population of about 
6-7 million electric and hy-
brid vehicles in India by 
2020. The vision enunciated 
two years ago is for India to 
have 100 per cent EVs by 

2030. 
While announcing ear-

lier this week that it will 
invite bids for the supply of  
a second lot of 10,000 elec-
tric vehicles around March-
April next year, state-run 
Energy Efficiency Services 
Ltd (EESL) said that the 
major roadblock in realising 
the government’s vision is 
the lack of e-vehicle charg-
ing infrastructure. 

EESL Managing Direc-
tor Saurabh Kumar told 
reporters in New Delhi that 
the company has floated a 
tender for AC (Alternate 
Current) and DC (Direct 
Current) electric vehicle 
chargers. While the DC 
chargers can fully charge an 
electric vehicle in 45 to 60 
minutes, the AC one takes 6 
to 7 hours.

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (Agen-
cies): Japanese automakers 
Toyota Motor Corp. and Su-
zuki Motor Corp. on Friday 
said they had agreed to ally 
to introduce electric vehicles 
(EVs) in India by around 
2020.

As per the pact, Suzuki 
would produce EVs for the 
Indian market and would 
supply some to Toyota, 
while the latter would pro-
vide technical support. In a 
statement, the two majors 
said they “have concluded 
a memorandum of  under-
standing on moving for-
ward in considering a cooperative 
structure for introducing EVs in the 

Indian market [by] around 2020.”
The agreement stems from an 

MoU signed in February this year 

between the two firms to 
explore a partnership. Post 
this, they began discussing, 
among other topics, the dis-
semination of vehicle elec-
trification technologies in 
India, the carmakers added. 
The firms said they intended 
to conduct a comprehensive 
study of activities for ensur-
ing widespread acceptance 
and popular use of EVs in 
India. 

The activities “encom-
pass the establishment of  
charging stations, human 
resources development 
that includes training for 

after-service technicians employed 
throughout [the] sales networks and 

systems for the appropriate treat-
ment of  end-of-life batteries.” the 
companies said.

Unit for batteries
Suzuki had earlier said it would 

invest $180 million (about Rs. 1,150 
crore), along with partners Toshiba 
and Denso, for a separate unit to 
manufacture lithium-ion batteries at 
its Gujarat plant.

 “As envisioned by the agree-
ment, in addition to lithium-ion 
batteries, “electric motors and other 
major components would be lo-
cally procured for the production 
of EVs in India, helping the Indian 
government fulfil its ‘Make in India’ 
initiative, even in the field of EVs,” 
the two companies said.

B e n ga l u r u ,  N ov.  1 9 
(IANS):  Software vendor 
Infosys would configure 
the editing facility in the 
GST Network by Novem-
ber 20 to enable traders to 
file their three-page sum-
mary return (3B), said the 
GST Group of  Ministers 
(GoM) Chairman Sushil 
Kumar Modi on Saturday.

“Over 2 lakh tax payers 
were unable to file their 
summary returns (3B) in 
August and September due 
to the non-provision of  the 
editing facility in the GST 
Network. By November 
20, the editing facility will 
be operationalised by the 
GST Network,” Modi told 
reporters after the GoM 
met for the fourth time 
here.

The GST Network 
(GSTN) is the backbone 
of  the Goods and Service 
Tax (GST) on which the 
new indirect tax regime is 
operated in real-time, as 
all its functions are auto-
mated, he said.

The city-based IT major 
bagged the Rs 1,300-crore 
contract in 2015 to design, 
develop, maintain and op-
erate the GSTN for three 
years across the country.

“All forms related to 
tax payers will have edit-
ing facility for previewing, 
downloading, printing and 
displaying specific error 
messages -- to make the 
portal more user-friendly,” 
said Modi.

The GoM is also in-
corporating suggestions of  
states into the system to 

make the Network more 
user-friendly and interac-
tive.

“As filing of  returns 
is the ‘atma’ (soul) of  the 
GST, everything is getting 
stabilised. We are trying 
to operationalise every-
thing based on the timeline 
we had given to Infosys,” 
claimed Modi, who is also 
the Deputy Chief  Minister 
of  the JD-U-BJP coalition 
government in Bihar.

The GST Network is 
also hiring people to ana-
lyse the data of  the states.

“We have also asked 
Infosys to deploy more 
ingenious and qualified 
professionals,” asserted 

Modi.
Infosys has hired 100 

more engineers in the last 
one month, taking the total 
number of  its employees 
working for the GSTN to 
621, he shared.

“In the first meeting 
(September), as we told In-
fosys to deploy a resident 
engineer in every state, the 
company has deputed 30 
of  them in each of  the 30 
states across the country to 
address any issue related to 
the Network,” he said.

Instead of  tax payers 
writing e-mails and mak-
ing calls for glitches, an 
engineer has been posted 
in every state capital.

I n  S e p t e m b e r,  R s 
93,141 crore were received 
as indirect taxes, which 
increased to Rs 95,131 
crore in October, shared 
the Deputy Chief  Minister.

The average revenue 
shortfall of  all the states for 
August was 28.4 per cent, 
which declined to 17.6 per 
cent in October, he said.

“The average revenue 
shortfall has declined from 
July to October, indicating 
that the system is stabilis-
ing. People are becoming 
in tune with the GST as 
the complaints are also 
coming down.”

At least nine states have 
the least revenue shortfall 

with Delhi achieving a 
break-even point with its 
revenue turning to positive 
from negative, said Modi.

The GoM has also 
planned to meet Infosys 
co-founder and Chairman 
Nandan Nilekani to brief  
about the working of  the 
GST Network, he added.

Besides Modi, other 
GoM members are Chattis-
garh Minister for Commer-
cial Taxes Amar Agarwal, 
Karnataka Agriculture 
Minister Krishna Byre-
gowda, Kerala Finance 
Minister T.M. Thomas Is-
sac and Telengana Finance 
Minister Etela Rajendar.

GSTN Chairman Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey  and 
GSTN Chief  Executive 
Officer (CEO) Prakash 
Kumar assist the GoM 
in addressing the techni-
cal glitches, which have 
marred filing of  returns by 
the traders since the new 
indirect tax regime was 
launched on July 1.

Odisha Finance Minis-
ter Shashi Bhusan Behera, 
Modi, Pandey and Gowda 
were present at the fourth 
GoM meet held here on 
Saturday.

The decision to form 
the GoM was taken at 
the GST Council in Hy-
derabad on September 9 
after several member states 
complained to Union Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley, who heads the Coun-
cil, that the glitches were 
causing problems for tax-
payers in filing returns and 
making payments.

Panaji, Nov. 19 (IANS): The Royal Enfield on 
Sunday unveiled its much awaited Interceptor 
GT 650 and Continental GT 650 in front of  
hundreds of bike enthusiasts at its annual rider 
mania here.

Both the motorcycles are powered by an 
all new 650cc, air cooled parallel twin engines 
with oil cooler for enhanced performance. The 
fuel injected motor claims to deliver 47PS of  
power at 7,100rpm and a peak torque of 52Nm 
at 4,000rpm.

The two motorcycles were unveiled at the 
EICMA motorcycle show in Italy’s Milan on 
November 7, 2017.

The engines have a strong low and mid-
range performance, retaining the Royal Enfield 

character of accessible torque through the 
rev range.

Also new to the Intercep-
tor is the six speed 

gearbox, espe-
c i a l l y 

developed for this motorcycle.
The gearbox is augmented by its ‘slip/as-

sist’ clutch that facilitates easy riding in traffic 
with a light feel and prevents wheel-hop when 
downshifting gears - also a first for Royal Enfield. 

The chassis has been developed from the 
ground up by the team at Royal Enfield’s UK 
Technology Centre and Harris Performance.

It has been engi- neered and fine-
tuned for enhanced ag i l i ty  tha t 
can handle different terrains and 
speeds with ease while retain-
ing the period classic style.

The Interceptor INT 650 
ushers in the idea of the 1960’s f u n , 
relaxed motorcycles from the s u n -
drenched Califor-
nia beaches. 

With its classic 
tear-drop shaped fuel-tank, 
quilted twin-seat and distinctive 
wide braced handlebars, the Intercep-
tor INT 650 looks every 

bit the stunning 
R o a d -

ster that it is.
The motorcycle is equipped with classic 

18” front and rear Pirelli tyres and twin shock 
absorbers, along with front and rear disc brakes 
with ABS.

While, the Continental GT 650 is a cafe-
racer and looks almost identical to the existing 
Continental GT 535 as it retains the same head-
lamp, fuel tank and many other elements from 
its sibling while the rear has gone through some 
changes along with the new dual side exhaust 
muffler.

Speaking after unveiling the new motorcy-
cles, Royal Enfield CEO and MD Siddharth Lal 
said: “Both the Interceptor 650 and the Conti-
nental GT 650 will be very accessible 
mo- torcycles in India in 

terms of  both pricing 
and maintenance.”

He said that with the 
two new motorcycles, the 
company wants to upgrade 

their 2.5 million custom-
ers in India who want 

more from the Royal 
Enfield.

He also said that 
the new motorcycles 
will be available in the 
showrooms by March or 

April. Without announcing the 
prices of the new motorcycles, 

Lal hinted that it would 
be priced between Rs 

3 lakh and 3.5 lakh.

Royal Enfield unveils Interceptor, 
Continental GT 650 in India
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Lokayukta- the 
Joker in the Deck?

The recently held public rally by the anti-graft movement, 
Against Corruption And Unabated Taxation (ACAUT), 
or rather, the resolutions of  the rally, included a pledge 
to pursue the passage of  Nagaland Lokayukta Bill 2015 

in the state Assembly.
The rally resolved to demand from the state government 

to summon a special session of  Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly (NLA) to pass the Bill in order to check all various forms 
of  corruption, mismanagement and siphoning of  public funds. 
In the event the state government fails to act on the demands 
of  ACAUT including the above, before the end of  September, a 
clear warning has been sounded that the ‘public’ will call for an 
all Nagaland bandh/closure.

The said Bill was introduced in the state Assembly on July 
23, 2015. However, the five-member select committee of  the Na-
galand Lokayukta Bill 2015 led by parliamentary secretary Levi 
Rengma as chairman, has been moving for extension of  its tenure 
to present the committee’s report ever since its first six months 
tenure elapsed.

It is not just the ACAUT that is demanding the government to 
enact the anti-corruption ombudsman law in the state. The Naga-
land Voluntary Consumers Organization, the Nagaland Govern-
ment Registered Class-I Contractors’ Union, and even the Gover-
nor of  the state himself, have been reminding that it was time for 
the state government to pass the long pending Bill.

As pointed out by the Governor, with the rise in scams and 
illegal rackets in the state, it has only increased the need to enact 
the Lokayukta Bill at the earliest.

The constitution of  the Lokayukta/Lokpal is not a recent 
concept. It was mooted in the Parliament by the Administrative 
Reforms Commission headed by Moraji Desai way back in 1966. 
Even though the Centre could pass the Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act only in 2013, many states in India had already enacted their 
own Lokayukta Bill before that, starting with Maharashtra in 
1971. Now, more than 20 states have already enacted it. Even the 
state’s neighbours Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram have passed 
their respective state Bills in 2014.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, commonly known as 
the Lokpal Act, is an anti-corruption Act of  Indian Parliament in 
India which seeks to provide for the establishment of  the institu-
tion of  Lokpal to inquire into allegations of  corruption against 
certain public functionaries and for matters connecting them.

The compulsory declaration of  assets and liabilities by public 
servants is conspicuously missing in Nagaland at present. It is 
one of  the important sections of  the Lokayukta Act. It will be one 
of  the first steps in placing a legal deterrent to control the ram-
pant corruption and accumulation of  illegal proceeds from public 
fund. When it comes to utilisation of  money meant for public 
there should not be any special cases for any state including Na-
galand. Complete accountability of  public servants without any 
dilution of  the Act has to be maintained.

The uneven and disproportionate accumulation of  wealth 
is mostly attributable to corruption existing in the state and one 
major factor that is rapidly creating a clear divide in the socio-
economic classes with a big noticeable gap between the haves and 
the have-nots. It proliferates a condition where the crafty benefit 
instead of  the hardworking and sincere public servants. It again 
leads to frustration and de-motivation among the once sincere 
lot who slowly become susceptible to and takes the bait of  cor-
ruption.

The Naga ethos on equality is slowly being disturbed and the 
counter product is rearing its ugly head on the other hand where 
everyone wants to be with the “in-crowd”. A discontented popu-
lation is one of  the hardest to govern anywhere in the world. The 
present government should hasten to enact the state’s Lokayukta 
Bill at the earliest before it faces the electorates in 2018.

In the midst of troubles, peace can be found in Jesus.

We have an ancient cherry tree in our backyard that had seen 
better days and looked like it was dying, so I called in an 
arborist. He checked it out and declared that it was “unduly 

stressed” and needed immediate attention. “Take a number,” my wife, 
Carolyn, muttered to the tree as she walked away. It had been one of 
those weeks.

Indeed, we all have anxious weeks—filled with worries over the 
direction our culture is drifting or concerns for our children, our mar-
riages, our businesses, our finances, our personal health and well-
being. Nevertheless, Jesus has assured us that despite disturbing 
circumstances we can be at peace. He said, “My peace I give to you” 
(John 14:27).

Jesus’s days were filled with distress and disorder: He was belea-
guered by His enemies and misunderstood by His family and friends. 
He often had no place to lay His head. Yet there was no trace of anxi-
ety or fretfulness in His manner. He possessed an inner calm, a quiet 
tranquility. This is the peace He has given us—freedom from anxiety 
concerning the past, present, and future. The peace He exhibited; His 
peace.

In any circumstances, no matter how dire or trivial, we can turn to 
Jesus in prayer. There in His presence we can make our worries and 
fears known to Him. Then, Paul assures us, the peace of God will come 
to “guard [our] hearts and [our] minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). 
Even if we’ve had “one of those weeks,” we can have His peace.

Dear Lord, thank You that I can come to You with every care and 
Your peace will guard my mind.

BIBLE READ:  JOHN 14:15–27
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.        
    ~  John 14:27

Researchers have developed 
new motion sensors that 
could herald a near future of  
ubiquitous, fully integrated 

and affordable wearable technology.
“For sensor technology, you need it 

to be flexible, you need it to be afford-
able and you need it to be scalable,” said 
Richard Liang, director of  the High-
Performance Materials Institute and 
professor at the FAMU-FSU College of  
Engineering in the US.

“This new technology is versatile 
and the sensors are affordable to print. 
It’s a big innovation that presents many 
possibilities down the road.”

In a paper, published in the journal 
Materials and Design, engineers from 

FSU’s High-Performance Materials In-
stitute, in collaboration with scientists 
from Institut National des Sciences 
Appliquées in Lyon, France, detail the 
properties and cost-effective manufac-
turing process of  an advanced series of  
motion sensors made using buckypaper 
-- razor thin, flexible sheets of  pure, du-
rable carbon nanotubes.

The low-profile design could be inte-
grated into bedsheets to monitor quality 
of  sleep, shoes to track step count and 
posture or workout clothes to measure 
intensity of  exercise.

Researchers also foresee potential 
applications beyond the realm of wear-
able technology. In the field of  soft ro-
botics, the material could facilitate ad-

vances in the production of  responsive, 
self-correcting artificial muscles, the re-
searchers said.

Moreover, the scalable sensors rep-
resent another step toward the long-pre-
dicted future of  an “internet of  things,” 
where virtually all of  an individual’s 
computers, devices, garments, furniture 
and appliances are digitally connected 
to freely exchange information in the 
cloud.

“Most projects don’t have this 
many possible applications. This mate-
rial could be used in structural health 
monitoring, wearable technology and 
everything in between. I’m excited be-
cause this is something that can affect 
a lot of  people in their everyday lives,” 

said the lead author of  the study Joshua 
DeGraff.

The novel sensor structure combines 
a strip of  seven micron-thin buckypaper 
with silver ink electrodes printed from a 
common, commercially available ink-
jet printer.

While the technology might not be 
ready for prime time quite yet, research-
ers are energised by its promising future.

These new buckypaper sensors 
represent a marked improvement on 
current industry standards, with most 
sensors being either too crude or too 
inflexible to reliably monitor complex 
structures like the human body, the re-
searchers added.

Source: IANS

Researchers Develop Novel Motion Sensors

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

Take a Number

The reasons why Nagas are divided on 
integration issues: 
Poor Economic Conditions and its 
effect:
Without any debate, Nagas can admit 
that the economic factor as one of  the 
main factors harming Naga political 
aspiration and its unity. Nagas wher-
ever they may be, they need to seri-
ously consider to suggest measures to 
liberate the Nagas from the bondage 
of  economic crisis to establish long 
lasting peace in the lives of  the entire 
Nagas. Apart from economic condi-
tions, ‘tribe first’ politics as always 
make Nagas speak with different voice 
at the same time which might bring 
deadly consequences like in the past, 
unless corrected.

From day one, the poor economic 
conditions of  the people gave a huge 
blow to the Naga political aspira-
tions and its movement; Nagas had 
no option to survive and were easily 
bought off  and divided. The Nagas 
quickly given statehood and its peo-
ple placed under administration of  
different states govt. to strategically 
weaken and put an end to the move-
ment, yet the movement never ends as 
programmed by Union Govt. aided 
with determined assistance of  some 
Naga elected leaders to put full stop 
to the movement calling it wrong or 
misguided movement. Here question 
of  terming it a wrong or misguided 
movement does not matter in the be-
ginning and even now; as it is illogical 
to directly attempt to put off  a people’s 
movement erupted out of  strong be-
liefs for self  determination and where 
thousands of  precious souls have com-
mitted to the cause. And in the jour-
ney lots have happened to the Nagas 
and one must learn to accept that what 
happened has happen for the good 
reason. For future sake we should not 
remain bitter about past development 
but come to terms with our ugly past 
to build a bright future for entire Na-
gas. 

Whether we realize it or not, cer-
tain settlements/accord  from the 
past which are repeatedly condemn 
by Naga Nationalist and public alike 
has in many ways played the role of  
a ‘light’ in taking the movement for-
ward leading through the darkness to 
the present and final stage of  dialogue 
in arriving acceptable political set-
tlement. Though some writers have 
questioned what will be acceptable 
settlement? Here proper consultation 
between public and representatives 
of  nationalist groups can help people 
come to an understanding in accept-
ing any kind of  settlement but few rep-
resentatives deciding for thousands of  
people without getting the real consent 
and support of  the people may lead to 
another historical accident. Right now 
Nagas are not only divided on integra-
tion issues but also on ‘kind of  settle-
ment’ with the Union Government.

After the creation of  statehood, 
Nagas became further divided on 
integration issues. Some started to 
consider the new drawn boundaries 
as final/original and some consider-
ing it as artificial boundaries and not 
the final boundary. In such different 
conclusion, rise of  different nature of  
conflicts and regional politics are in-
evitable.  

 Moreover state politician, tribal 
bodies, intellectuals, students and pub-
lic decides sensitive issues on basis of  
limited resources or limited availabil-
ity of  govt. jobs within one small state. 
Such opinion or decision is the out-
come of  deficit of  intelligence and po-
litical blindness. When we don’t have 
ideas and strong will to build resourc-
es with available resources everything 
thing will become limited. In addition 
majority of  state politician only plays 
politics of  votes purchasing, intimi-
dating political opponents, acquiring 
more govt. jobs, awarding contracts, 
diverting developmental scheme, jobs 
reservation for his party/tribes, saving 
more money to contest in consecutive 
terms and accordingly majority of  
common Nagas has become so cheap 
that they cannot think of  life beyond 
govt. jobs, quota/reservations in govt. 
jobs etc due to lack of  earning facility/
avenue apart from govt. sector. 

Had state politician and Naga fac-
tional Nationalist leaders come to an 
understanding to cooperate with each 
other and invested in developing in-
frastructures, avenues, promote trade 
and commerce at village, inter-district, 

inter-state level to economically em-
power majority of  poor Nagas irre-
spective of  territorial boundaries the 
relationships among the Nagas would 
have been much better at the same 
time strengthened the Naga political 
aspiration. Instead Naga factional 
nationalist leaders hijack every infra-
structural development for themselves 
yet considering its Anti-Naga along 
with not so committed member of  
legislature in developing state basic in-
frastructure.  Other things are Lack of  
statesmanship among state politician 
and famine of  foresight ideas among 
Nationalist leaders had made the com-
mon Nagas more dependent on ruling 
class at the same time created more 
suspicion and hatred among the com-
mon Nagas i.e. public. 

  Now, it depend on the Naga fac-
tional leaders how to take up the next 
right step. Economically dependent 
and poor Nagas can also learn from 
‘Catalonia’ a rich autonomous state 
a part of  Spain which is now fighting 
for separate independent Nation from 
Spain. Catalonians are not only eco-
nomically independent but Catalonia 
one of  the richest state in Europe and 
united though few populations oppose 
independence.  Even for rich and unit-
ed people like Catalonians the possi-
bility of  achieving their goals is slim, 
Nagas are exactly the opposite Ma-
jority of  its population are extremely 
poor and bitterly divided. What to ex-
pect next? 

In between we must also remem-
ber that numerous nationalist move-
ments for self  determination in North-
east region could not achieved what 
Naga Nationalist movement has so far 
achieved and about to achieved.  The 
best opportunity is now; we missed to-
day and Nagas might miss it forever. 
Moreover Congress led central govt. 
after late Indira Gandhi reign had 
never seriously reconsider Naga aspi-
rations due to several reasons notable 
among them is the infighting among 
the Nagas which gave opportunity to 
the central govt. to implement their 
delaying tactics.  After all India have 
numerous national/international is-
sues to care of.  Nagas are Big only in 
their own eyes not in the eyes of  oth-
ers.
Recollecting past decisions:
In any sensitive matter be past or 
present, leaders are also known for 
taking biased decisions thinking the 
world will end along with his death 
without any concern for succeeding 
generations and from one biased deci-
sion taken in the past, numerous com-
plications continues to rise among the 
present Nagas and which is still con-
tinuing. Life on earth will not stop for 
no one knew the end of  time and so 
Naga people journey will continue till 
the end of  time likewise past/present 
Naga leader’s good or bad legacy will 
remain till the world ends. 
Unavoidable  points to be 
remembered by common Nagas:

1. Whether solutions/integration 
materialized or not, Nagas will remain 
Nagas. People may or may not contin-
ue to live under different state govern-
ment.  Similarly Suffering at the hands 
of  government headed by our own 
kind is more tragic than to suffer un-
der govt. headed by other kind/ethnic 
groups. Therefore majority poor Naga 
people must always remember that the 
ruling class i.e. Naga nationalist or 
state politician had already built their 
own fortune during a decade’s long 
conflict and they had nothing much 
to lose but any impasse or  negative 
outcome from the ongoing talks will 
continue to hamper the growth of  ma-
jority economically weak Nagas. 

2. Even after fifty years of  state-
hood, state govt. could not do much 
to ease the plight of  the masses like-
wise under any form of  government 
the same situation of  lack of  develop-
ment will continue as the leaders of  
same characters will continue to lead 
the government, whether the govt.  Is 
establish under the provisions of  In-
dian constitution or govt. establish as 
result of  political settlement. We can 
only change the climate if  common 
people reform themselves and think 
twice before choosing the leaders but 
the people are still ignorant as of  now. 

3. The poor common Nagas must 
be wise enough by now that choosing 
sides and engaging in factional clash 
on tribe/regional lines as done in the 

past will only make the public poorer 
and poorer while the decision makers 
continues to make profits in term of  
crores of  rupees out of  and during  the 
crisis. The unaccountable wealth of  
underground and over ground leaders 
is a living witness. The poor common 
Nagas must instead rise above tribal 
lines to unite and raised one voice to 
maintain permanent peace and push 
for programs to eradicate poverty at 
any cost. 

4. Freedom is not really free when 
government does nothing to eradicate 
poverty from the life of  the people. 
And it seems various governments 
functioning in Nagaland does not 
bother much, so last option to save the 
people from poverty and corruptions, 
the majority poor people must unite 
and give chance to man of  progressive 
ideas and true conviction to lead the 
people not to man of  unaccountable 
wealth whose intention is to served 
himself  and make more profit at the 
same time blabber about peace, pros-
perity and progress. Fifty years is a 
long period of  time for people to come 
to its real sense. It’s not like all man 
of  vast  wealth will easily serve all the 
people as he had enough wealth so we 
will choose him or vote him to power 
and what has happened to the Nagas 
by listening only to a man of  wealth 
alone; present situation is your an-
swer. The people must be wise enough 
to choose individuals with quality 
and integrity then rampantly choose 
wealthy individuals and criticize him 
after making him the representatives 
of  the people. 

5. It’s not like, Nagas lack man 
of  progressive ideas and quality, they 
exist but they chose not to play with 
money so they were denied the oppor-
tunity by their own stupid kind who 
only thinks for short term benefits and 
chose to listen only to individuals with 
wealth. The stupid kinds will commit 
the same blunder of  listening to man 
of  wealth alone and soon after grum-
ble ceaselessly for not developing the 
state.  

6. Almost all Naga leaders are of  
same character be state politicians or 
nationalist leaders in making profit at 
the expense of  ignorant public.

7. When Nagas cannot run village 
administration efficiently how can 
Nagas run a country/state administra-
tion efficiently?
Reality Check:
The ground reality as determined by 
our poor economic conditions is that 
since the coming of  modernization 
accompanied with its vast transforma-
tion in people lives, past economically 
independent Naga economic activity 
of  barter system with plain people was 
left with no option but to take a back 
seat leading Nagas to the total de-
pendency on Indian economy starting 
from its usage of  currency and every 
kind of  products used by Nagas past 
or present including the formal insti-
tutionalized education implemented 
in Nagaland and Naga inhabited ar-
eas. Yet Nagas have not been thankful 
enough to acknowledge  that Union 
government has been kind enough to 
even recognize and give due respect to 
the economically dependent Nagas to 
push forward their political aspiration 
at this age, in total contrast Nagas are 
not even respectful nor recognize each 
other by basing everything on tribes.  
It is also a taboo for majority of  Na-
gas to regard Nagas as Indian, though 
almost all Nagas strive to work and 
countable population works in state 
government service or central govern-
ment service. Not excluding fanatic 
Naga nationalist who wants their chil-
dren’s and relative children’s become 
IAS officer and what not. Nagas are 
cheap indeed. Clear cut policy is the 
need of  the hour to stop being para-
sitic.

Today, Nagas are in such a mess as 
the Naga society are full of  shortsight-
ed/ignorant individuals and often 
such shortsighted individuals end up 
making the most important decisions 
for all the people. The younger gen-
erations are also put up in dilemma 
as to which leaders are truly worthy, 
state elected legislature or nationalist 
leaders, reality check is  leaders from 
both category seems to be more of  self  
serving than serving the people. When 
the leaders stop serving the people, 
state or nations will starts to disappear 
bit by bit. In the process puts political 
aspiration in a standstill, Naga politi-

cal aspirations have been in standstill 
for almost a century now as the so-
called leaders stop serving the people 
they proclaimed to stand for. 

So who select/elect the leaders? 
The masses, so when the masses are 
full of  stupid, self  righteous yet ig-
norant and shortsighted, the leaders 
too will be of  same character for he is 
chosen from among the ignorant soci-
ety. Corrupted politician or nationalist 
leaders are the creation of  the Naga 
society itself, not directly sent down 
from above to be the leaders of  the Na-
gas.  Thus ignorant society will not be 
able to build economy of  their state or 
nation but only build personal econo-
my.  Naga society is one fine example. 
The Road Ahead:
Though we are living in difficult times 
due to our own creation, we can still 
right the wrong by rethinking all the 
sensitive subject matters. The situa-
tion is such that a Naga individual is 
not free at all to voice out his opinion 
and to whom and what to believe. His 
words can be put against him by nu-
merous Naga nationalist factions or 
by the Union Government. No matter, 
everything is being watched now.

Nagas future depends on the fac-
tional leaders now, though countable 
Nagas deny and degrade the existence 
of  nationalist groups mainly due to 
factional clashes, repeated abuse of  
power by nationalists in taking the 
name of  Naga Nation, mis-govern-
ance, looting/hijacking developments. 
Whatever it may be, Nationalist 
groups are key player now. 

Nationalist groups cannot take 
entire Nagas forward separately to dif-
ferent camps and without gaining the 
trust of  the people they claim to repre-
sent. Public opinion speaks for itself; 
many have doubts on what is in store 
for them. Sooner or later if  they find 
things in store are opposite to their 
expectations factional leaders cannot 
afford to forget that each Naga tribes 
are very much independent and tribes 
after tribes in collaboration would not 
hesitate to take new route. What hap-
pened in 1963 can still happen in 2017 
or beyond. 
What I feel will be the appropriate 
steps:

1. Whatever provisions the solu-
tion accord might entails, things can 
still be smooth and peaceful, if  nation-
alist factions manage to join hands 
and appeal to the masses to be with 
them at this approaching final hour. 
Nagas should not become North Na-
galim and South Nagalim like North 
Korea and South Korea.

2. When the people are fed up of  
mis-governance by state government 
for several decades, promising a new 
pro-development and pro-people gov-
ernment will not be a bad thing to start 
with in trying to gain the support of  
the people. Yet remaining silent the 
whole time with hidden plan to gain 
absolute allegiance later by the pres-
ence of  military strength could turn 
the land of  the Nagas into the same 
fate suffered by Myanmar. 

3. Whatever forms of  government, 
the ruling party decides to adopt and 
implement, it can be successfully im-
plemented only with the permission 
and sanction of  the people not by force. 
In addition, the government should 
govern with principle of  justice and 
fairness not on partiality and favoritism 
like Nagas are still famous for.

Ending with a warning note; the 
danger of  a new ruling party/govt. 
deem to be dominated and run arbi-
trarily by one particular tribe without 
any rule of  law will no doubt force 
the history to repeat itself  as we know  
what Nagas are made off. Therefore at 
this critical hour, if  the Naga Nation-
alist leaders and faithful followers fail 
to be believers of  ‘Naga First’ both in 
theory and practice and act according 
to the principle of  ‘Naga First’, chaos 
and destruction will be the ultimate re-
sults of  final solution. 

‘’Nagas still flirts between ‘Tribe 
First’ and ‘Naga First’ politics even 
after seeing the uncountable damages 
done to Naga political aspiration right 
from the moment Naga Nationalism 
was ignited.” So far Nagas could man-
age to recover from the blows hit by 
deadly consequences of  tribe first poli-
tics, well if  it hit again, this time it may 
come to an end of  Naga nationalism. 

Pakinrichapbo
Dimapur

Why Nagas are Divided on Naga Integration Issues: Part II



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Monday, November 20, 2017

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Sudha Koul | thewire.in

Aparajita Gupta  | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Short trips and 
long talks with your special someone are on 
the agenda today. You may decide to drive into 
the country, perhaps to visit quaint shops and 

rustic restaurants. A confusing call could come from an 
acquaintance this evening. The person won’t seem to be 
telling you anything yet expect some kind of  feedback. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for an explanation!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A lot of  
paperwork that you need to complete could 
have you nervous and stressed. You might 
experience some headaches. Don’t sacrifice 

your well-being for this. You won’t lose your focus if  you 
have to put off  some tasks until tomorrow. Calls or visi-
tors could also get on your nerves. Turn off  the phone 
and tell people you’ll visit later. They’ll understand.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Ideas you 
read could inspire you to develop some 
new ideas of  your own. You might want to 
write these down or share them with others. 

Some of  the ideas you explore might be unclear in 
some way, but you’ll enjoy digging into them. The 
dark side of  life might hold a special fascination for 
you now, too.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The presence of  
children in your home could arouse your nur-
turing instincts today. You might want to read 
to them or tell them stories. Stay away from any 

particularly gruesome fairy tales. The atmosphere may be 
a bit gloomy, and the macabre may have too powerful an 
effect on them and you. In the evening, plan a private, inti-
mate evening with your special someone.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Newspapers may 
bring knowledge of  strange events that capture 
your imagination. You might want to learn 
more about the stories and similar events. Your 

mind is sharp enough to grasp it all, yet there will still be 
hidden elements that render it that much more fascinat-
ing. The human mind and its dark side might be espe-
cially interesting to you today.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A heightened 
sense of  ambition might have you develop-
ing your writing skills today. This could mean 
learning technical or creative writing. Either 

way, if  you’ve been thinking about it, this is an excellent 
time to take a course or jump in and do it. Books on the 
subject as well as talks with those experienced in these 
matters could help.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A letter or other 
communication serves as a sort of  wake-up call 
today. A long-term goal is finally going to be 
reached. Your ambition should take on a new 

dimension, possibly going for a second career either in 
addition to or instead of  the one you have. You might not 
be sure where you want to take it, but it’s worth pursuing.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A letter or 
call from someone you know who’s ill and 
confined to the hospital or home might come 
today. You might decide to pay this person a 

visit. You may not know him or her well, but your hu-
manitarian instincts are awakened. Take care of  business 
that needs to be handled and then go see this person. 
You’ll feel better for it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Letters 
and calls pertaining to your long-term goals or 
those of  a group you’re affiliated with could 
take up a lot of  your time today. You might 

have to deal with paperwork at some point, and you 
might not understand some of  it. Ask for help if  you 
need it. You might not be familiar with the material, and 
the matters involved are too important to take a chance 
on getting it wrong.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A lot 
of  paperwork might need doing today. You’ll 
feel mentally sharp and able to take care of  it 
easily, though some of  what needs to be done 

may momentarily elude you. Communications from 
neighbors or other acquaintances might seem suspect. 
You may feel they have their own agendas. Don’t repeat 
anything you hear.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Recogni-
tion could finally come for hard work and 
goals reached. You’re feeling very good about 
the situation. Your self-confidence and mental 

strength are high. You’ll receive a lot of  letters or calls, 
some from far away. Don’t be surprised if  you spend most 
of  the day talking.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Information 
on psychology, particularly dreams, could 
capture your imagination. You could decide 
to collect as much information as you can. 

The dark side of  the personality may be especially ap-
pealing. You’ll remember anything you read or hear 
today, as your mind is particularly retentive. This 
includes financial trends and ways to increase your 
income.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

These People: A Consideration of Those Who Serve Us

Entrepreneurship is a Lonely Path For Women

For how long can the middle class in India take the servitude of others for granted?

I lost my innocence regarding the entitled 
exploitation of  a vast army of  people em-
ployed to serve at a pittance in my native 
India only after I got married and moved 

to the United States. Back home, everyone 
except the servants themselves, has a servant 
or two or three, some permanent, some part 
time. Here in America, I found, they were 
conspicuous by their absence. They were 
missing here, like India, like one’s relatives, 
like the smell of  spiced cooking emanating 
from homes, or the noise of  throngs jostling 
on streets rattled by traffic, and unattended 
refuse attended by starving cows and the poor 
who make a living from recycling trash. Here 
I found myself  mostly by myself, except for 
a just minted husband with whom I was en-
sconced in a whistle clean gadget-infested, 
odourless apartment. The incalculable loss of  
family, food, country and servants, native aro-
mas, all in one fell swoop and in that order, 
was overwhelming.

When I finally came to, acceptance of  
altered life swiftly followed: Breakfast would 
not be on the table, nor lunch, nor dinner, the 
clothes not washed, bathrooms not cleaned, 
rooms not swept. None of  these would occur 
thanks to virtually unseen hands. Now I, the 
stay-at-home housewife, had to do everything, 
albeit with begrudging help from my working 
husband on weekends. Worse still, there was 
no sympathy to be had regarding this tragedy 
as everyone was in the same situation and 
seemed to go about it quite normally. I pulled 
myself  together and got on with it, consoling 
myself  with the feeble thought that I was free 
of  the angst brought on by the servants’ days 
off. Back home, this meant staring at a pile of  
dirty dishes, uncooked meals, and, God For-
bid, in the Land Still of  Heat and Dust, un-
dusted and un-mopped floors and furniture.

These impromptu disappearances of  serv-
ants are a regular hazard in the life of  an Indi-
an middle class householder but we refuse to 
recognise their source, these people, live with-
out spouse or children for months on end, just 
to be able to provide for them. Consequently, 
with few enforced legal rights, ingenuous 
means to take time off  from relentless em-
ployment flourish. This can take the form of  
“French Leave,” when these people arrange 
for a “bad news” phone call and head for 
their village of  origin half  a country across. 
Once there, they might plead four funerals 
and a wedding, knowing we their employers, 
thoroughly dependent, will acquiesce in their 
delayed return.

But, frequent as they are, these sudden 
abandonments always leave us boiling over 
with righteous indignation and we call each 
other on cellphones and say no matter what 
you do for these people, they only think 
about themselves at the end of  the day. We 
feel that a salary that barely keeps the wolf  
from their family door, perhaps meals, and 
hand-me-downs that a society of  conspicuous 
consumerism creates, a sort of  altruistic trash 
removal, is hugely generous. For all this we 
pat ourselves on the back, and fulminate that 
they have had the temerity to take time off, 
but the perpetual emotional chasm that these 
people endure, causes about as much empa-
thy in us as for a vacuum cleaner on the blink. 
Other than these sporadic lapses, these people 
almost never call in sick, living examples of  
the cliché, “I can’t afford to be ill.”

If  there are any meaningful labour laws 
governing domestic help in India, they are 

universally honoured only in breach. Child 
labor activism has recently resulted in some 
awareness, but violations are rarely prosecut-
ed for many reasons, the main one being per-
vasiveness of  the problem. Moreover, these 
people hardly ever give birth in a hospital so 
there are no certificates, the absence of  docu-
ments suits us and it suits the parents of  the 
minor. Face it, life is hard and many children 
do many little cash flow machines make.

India has flown headlong into the hi-tech 
age, but for its illiterate masses trapped in do-
mestic servitude the basic tenets that followed 
the Industrial Age never happened. Union-
ised factory or other office labor conditions 
are different from those that exist for the vast 
invisible workforce employed by every Indian 
home that can, and their serfdom is only a 
shade better than what it was.

When absconding servants do show up, 
they are taken back if  only because they 
have not yet shown a desire to dismember 
the employer/mistress one fine morning in a 
botched robbery. Thanks to stories about this 
in the press, some precautions have come into 
play, such as references. However, the recent 
requirement of  identity cards or paper refer-
ences for domestic employment is a farce, 
forged documents being a cottage industry 
in India. In any case, such incidents are ex-
tremely rare if  you go by percentages, a tes-
tament to the fortitude of  the servants who 
carry on, with any outrage un-expressed.

Today India’s aspirational middle class 
prospers hugely from modern science, state of  
the art banking and engineering, while incon-
gruously enjoying antediluvian entitlement 
of  feudal proportions, extracting comfort for 
pennies on the dollar from servants. During 
the “Upstairs Downstairs” Edwardian days, 
Britain reportedly had the greatest servant to 
master ratio. I have a suspicion that India can 
claim that honour now.
Memories of servitude
I had never given the issue any thought until 
I came to the US, specifically, it was a visit to 
Monticello that brought out the sharp contrast 
with this aspect of  my earlier life. We were 
on a guided tour of  the historic homestead, 
designed by Thomas Jefferson himself, and 
after going through his elegantly furnished 
main house we went on to an outer building, 
one of  the slave quarters. In this case it was 
a large single- room dwelling, sparse but spa-
cious, neatly ordered with rude beds placed 
in two dorm like rows. I was struck by the 
embarrassment of  the guide as he explained 
the various basic objects in the room, the life 
the slaves lived, the little free time they were 
granted, and that they were all lined up in 
such close residential proximity. The visitors 
followed him silently, even more mortified at 
the lack of  privacy and privation. A palpable 
air of  guilt and discomfort at the past loomed 
over us, but my mind raced ahead by a couple 
of  centuries, to present-day India – to Maya.

Maya, my mother’s servant and her family 
of  seven, including her husband and children 
from toddler to teen, all lived together in one 
small room in a tenement housing the serv-
ants of  the middle class homes they served. 
One of  Maya’s teenage sons got a neighbour’s 
daughter pregnant and had to marry her to 
prevent being lynched by the other residents 
of  the compound so, naturally, after nuptials, 
the newly-weds moved in with Maya as well. 
The extended family now shared a 10 x 12 
space, no beds, and a communal latrine and 
outdoor faucet installed in the courtyard by 
the landlord.

I often wondered, crudely, I might con-
fess, how, between working in three other 
homes besides ours, cooking for her children 
and drunkard husband, Maya had the energy 
or desire for concupiscence in that busy room. 
How did she deal with successful and unsuc-
cessful pregnancies, rearing survivors on 
breast milk (considering the out of  sight price 
of  baby formula) and undauntedly produce 
five children one after the other? I thought of  
Maya’s frame, more like a cage covered with 
skin than a body, fine bones and ribs clear as 
daylight, her marvellous face and large brown 
eyes, and inexplicably thick lustrous hair in 
a large, perfectly rolled, but economical bun 
that proudly stood on its own without the in-
dulgence of  pins.

Maya came in smiling every morning, 
looking spic and span, despite all the odds. In 
our house she was treated with dignity, given 
a breakfast of  tea and bread and then lunch, 
most of  which she tucked away inconspicu-
ously in a corner of  her sari end for her chil-
dren. There was also the occasional tip from 
visiting relatives, and tons of  outgrown hand 
me downs, many from America, which I am 
sure she bartered or sold as they were at such 
a premium in the market. Maya would be 
called upon off  and on to oil massage some-
one’s head and she obliged at once, bantering 
all the while, her workaday hands strong and 
deft. She considered herself  lucky, and her 
cohorts agreed. After all she had a husband, 
good or bad or useless, she had her kids, a 
daughter-in-law with the next generation on 
the way, and she had three jobs; in any event, 
whatever she suffered inside she did not bring 
it to her job. The fact that we ate mutton in 
one week that was worth more than all she 
got for her sweeping and mopping and dust-
ing and laundering in a month did not arise in 
our minds. Perhaps Maya did not allow that 
comparison to enter her mind either, denial 
was a good strategy for existence for us and 
for her, it kept the boat steady. She was not 
technically a slave, and that may have made 
all the difference, but to me the visit to Monti-
cello showed the shallowness of  that conceit. 
I came away with the conclusion that slavery 
may have gone with the wind in the US but its 
essence was alive and well in India.

Here in the US I could only dream of hot 
oil massages administered in the back garden. 
The cooking range, washing machine, dish-
washer, and vacuum cleaner were my new 
best friends, and I learned to love un-ironed 
clothes. I looked longingly at saris –  but they 
required a societal structure to be authenti-
cally worn that did not exist here. Forty odd 
years later I don’t give it a thought.

Eventually I had to hire household help so 
I could attend to my work, but only did so af-
ter having familiarised myself  with an entirely 
new set of  rules of  engagement. One of  these 
was that I could not say servant without nau-
seating others, and the other that the tasks of  
hired help are clear-cut – this is their trade, this 
is not who they are. It’s a purely transactional 
relationship, and you cannot ask one of  the 
Busy Bee Maids to drop the vacuum imme-
diately to attend to Granny who is clamour-
ing for tea or a back rub, or run out and fetch 
some fresh coriander or eggs from the grocery 
down the street. Time is money is something I 
only learned after I came to America, and has 
to do with the value of  labour, a commodity 
not overflowing on the streets here, and the 
dignity accorded to people of  all professions 
who earn their bread by the sweat of  their 
brow, and who do not generally consider any-
one to have been born superior to another.

Perhaps this is the key. Millions of  do-
mestic workers soldier on in full view and 
plain sight in India. Oddly though, a com-
mon complaint heard across its cities is that 
unlike in the old days, people cannot easily 
find servants now, as these people, even if  you 
do get lucky and recruit one, have become too 
demanding. Translated, this means that their 
emoluments have sky rocketed from tens to 
hundreds to thousands of  rupees. This ig-
nores the fact that the same has happened to 
their employers’ incomes, yet the gap has only 
widened.

A non-Indian might think, based on the 
way we treat and talk about our servants, that 
we think these people are children of  a lesser 
god – an inferior species. What might make 
them really curious is how we yet expect god-
like miracles from them: honesty, loyalty, self-
control, predictability, asceticism, budgeting, 
contentment, lack of  resentment and envy. 
Conversations in India, even in humane, edu-
cated, middle class and above circles, often go 
something like this:

The “servant problem” is caused by the 
defects of  workers and has nothing to do 
with their being abused. What do these peo-
ple expect? Surely not to be treated as equals, 
which they are not, and if  we did do that, 
they would act worse than they already do, 
and work far less effectively if  they are spoilt. 
They are always looking for ways to squeeze 
or steal your money and cheat. This is how 
these people are, they cannot help themselves. 
At the end of  the day, they only look out for 
themselves, have no loyalty, and only care 
about the money.

When I say that that is true of  most of  us, 
and we all work to earn, eyes roll disappoint-
edly at me for equating us and “them,” and 
coming home with cockamamie American 
ideas. I think they resent anyone trying to 
tear the veil of  suspended disbelief, this is true 
even of  the most humanitarian and liberal 
families, mine among them. Indians of  privi-
leged classes sustain the delusion that they are 
entitled to their employees’ selfless serfdom, 
and that the worse thing we can do is to give 
these people wrong ideas about themselves.

There is a dread, in my opinion, among 
the haves that if  the have nots may aspire to 
have the same kind of  life as them, this would 
bring the whole house of  cards down. The 
existing arrangement works only when the 
system essentially dehumanises the servant, 
otherwise it would not be possible to coun-
tenance this iniquity. The set-up expects the 
servants to stay with the employer for months, 
sometimes for years, whilst sending his or her 
entire miserable salary to a spouse and grow-
ing children miles away, and be hidden in out-

of-sight sleeping quarters. The system works 
only if  these people are not expected to have 
any biological or emotional needs, or essen-
tial worth, or God Forbid, ideas and ideology. 
Since they are regarded as not quite us, our 
rules do not apply to them. It makes life easier 
for us.

I guess you have to grow up with the struc-
ture to be able to ignore it, as with a physical 
defect, a compartmentalisation of  the heart 
and the mind that becomes part of  one’s ex-
istential nature. Like the slaveholders here in 
America, even one as erudite and humanitar-
ian and eclectic as Jefferson, an aesthete by 
all accounts, whose concubine Sally Hemings 
bore him six children. But as has just been 
revealed, she slept in a room adjacent to his, 
though hers had a dirt floor and no windows. 
Even that intellectual icon of  American val-
ues tolerated the object of  his affections living 
in deeply inferior circumstances right next to 
him. He may have been cerebral, but she was 
at the end of  the day below him, a slave. One 
is constrained to say that at least she had a 
room of her own.

So, what can be done about the servants 
in India? Not much, in my opinion. The caus-
es are too deeply ingrained – poverty, class 
prejudice, the caste system, over population, 
hardened attitudes, the ability to get a job 
done for very little and too many people ea-
ger to do it, lack of  respect for manual work in 
a class ridden society, a sense of  entitlement 
among those who are comfortably off. Even I 
benefit from help in the form of an energetic 
lady who shows up every winter when I visit 
home. Her salary is a state secret between us, 
so as not to cause apoplectic seizures from 
adjacent households, but it is a pittance com-
pared to what a monthly maid would cost me 
here in the US. So I am complicit in this game 
of  benign exploitation. Short of  a cataclysm 
it is hard to see how any of  this can change 
in a hurry.

There is, however, a microscopic devel-
opment I have noticed lately. Whereas the 
servants used to address employers with the 
subservient “sahib” and “memsahib”, now 
they call them uncle and aunty. It is a subtle 
way to raise their status closer to their masters 
and an expression of  the powerful aspiration 
that runs through everyone in India. I have no 
idea when this change came about, but it is a 
universal term now, at least in the metropoli-
tan areas.

Perhaps things will improve, perhaps the 
burgeoning Indian economy will eventually 
trickle down to the bottom. I am certain I will 
be long gone by then.

(Sudha Koul is the author of  The Tiger 
Ladies: A Memoir of  Kashmir.)

Being a woman entrepreneur may 
be aspirational for many, but is it 
easy being one? As people celebrate 
women entrepreneurship day on 

Sunday, many of  them say entrepreneurship 
is not for the faint-hearted and it’s important 
to have self-belief  in a path strewn with bu-
reaucratic and gender obstacles.

“Yes, it has been a man’s world. Almost 
10 years back when I took charge of  the busi-
ness there were a lot of  insecurities in the 
minds of  the people. People had also tried to 
buy out the business. But I remained strong. 
I had a mission to complete. I had to make 
the business bigger and stronger,” Anasuya 
Gupta, Chairperson and Managing Direc-
tor, Cico Group, told IANS.

Gupta was a homemaker who was forced 

by circumstances to turn entrepreneur. She 
took up the task after her husband’s demise.

“Today I realise the opportunities of  be-
ing an entrepreneur. I had the opportunity by 
accident; but now I understand what it is like 
to be an entrepreneur. In Cico itself  I have 
changed the ratio of  senior leadership. Now 
50 per cent of  the top leadership is women. 
Women are more empathetic and are good 
listeners, which helps in decision-making,” 
she added.

She said financial independence and fi-
nancial decision-making powers for women 
were important, but one should not seek ex-
tra benefits. “If  we want women empower-
ment, we also have to be at a level playing 
field with men. We can’t ask for extra oppor-
tunity for being a woman,” she said.

Women’s Entrepreneurship Day was 
started by social entrepreneur and humani-
tarian Wendy Diamond, who’s now the 

CEO of  Women’s Entrepreneurship Day Or-
ganisation, a privately-owned philanthropic 
set-up which aims to empower women and 
girls globally.

But in India, how difficult is the entrepre-
neurship journey for women?

“Entrepreneurship is a very challenging 
task. It is a lonely path. It is important to 
have self-belief  regardless of  what the nay-
sayers have to say. Persistence is one of  the 
key elements in entrepreneurship,” Upasana 
Taku, Co-founder and Director, MobiKwik, 
told IANS.

She also mentioned that for a women 
entrepreneur, family background is very im-
portant. “Some families make it easier, some 
make it harsher or harder. I started the com-
pany when I was single, my parents are pro-
career, so it was easier for me,” she said. Mo-
biKwik is a financial technology company.

Talking about work-life balance, on a 

lighter note, Taku said: “My start-up was my 
baby. Now the baby has grown up and is an 
eight-year-old. And now I have a two-year-
old toddler of  my own.”

Shelly Singh, Co-Founder and Chief  
Business Officer, at PeopleStrong, who start-
ed her journey as an entrepreneur 12 years 
back, felt women should aim higher in life.

“I come from a middle class family. My 
parents ensured the best education for me. I 
worked in two places before embarking on 
this journey of  entrepreneurship. In both 
the places I worked in the human resource 
(HR) development team. I have always felt 
that something needs to be done in the HR 
space. I wanted to build a scale company,” 
Singh told IANS. PeopleStrong deals in HR 
services and solutions.

She said the mentoring eco-system for 
women entrepreneurs is very weak in India. 
“If  you get the right mentor, your journey 

becomes smoother.”
“Women have their own mental blocks. If  

they aim for it, they can achieve it,” she added.
Taking about work-life balance, Singh 

said: “We women do not have to be super in 
everything we do. Being super in everything 
is not possible. It is okay if  one fails in one 
area.”

“We have to set ground rules for our-
selves. Entrepreneurship is also an inward 
journey. If  someone likes luxury, then do 
not get into entrepreneurship. There will be 
failure and there will be massive failures. It is 
not for faint-hearted people,” she said.

Singh added: “Women really do not 
dream big. Women aim for limited econom-
ic freedom. Women are born networkers; 
they are good at social lives and are more 
empathetic as bosses.”

(Aparajita Gupta can be contacted at 
aparajita.g@ians.in)

Household labour, faceless as always. File 
photo of Motihari Mission house, India, 
ca. 1906. Credit: Wikimedia
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News iN Brief
Committed to improving sanitation 
facilities — PM
New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today reaffirmed his government’s commitment 
to improving sanitation facilities across the country 
and hailed all those involved in building toilets. World 
Toilet Day is an official United Nations international 
observance day, celebrated on this day to raise awareness 
of the global sanitation crisis. In a series of tweets, he 
said, “On World Toilet Day we reaffirm our commitment 
towards improving sanitation facilities across the nation”. 
“I compliment all those individuals and organisations 
working towards building more toilets in various parts 
of  India. Their invaluable contribution adds solid 
momentum to Swachh Bharat Mission,” he tweeted.

Prez approves appointment of 
nominees to JNU executive council
New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): President Ram Nath Kovind, 
who is also the visitor of Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
has approved appointment of four persons as nominees 
to the varsity’s executive council, its Registrar Pramod 
Kumar said. “A letter to appoint the visitor’s nominees 
was forwarded in the middle of this week. Their tenure 
begins from the date of  receipt of  the letter,” Kumar 
told PTI. The nominated EC members are - principal 
of  Government Girls College, Dholpur (Rajasthan), 
Manroop Singh Meena, Naresh Padha of  Jammu 
University, JNU professor Mazhar Asif and former head 
of political science department of Chaudhary Charan 
Singh University, Meerut, Sanjeev Kumar Sharma. 

CRPF jawan killed in Naxal IED 
blast in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Nov. 19 (PTI): A CRPF jawan was today killed 
in a Naxal triggered IED blast in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma 
district, official sources said. They said Head Constable 
K Venkanna sustained splinter injuries after a joint patrol 
of  the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and state 
police were out for an operation in the Chintagufa area 
of the Maoist violence hit district. The incident happened 
early morning at about 5:30 AM when the improvised 
explosive device (IED) blast took place, they said. The 
jawan was air evacuated to Raipur but he succumbed to 
his injuries, they added. Venkanna hailed from Andhra 
Pradesh and belonged to the 150th battalion of the CRPF 
deployed in Chhattisgarh.

Four persons shot dead in Bihar, 
bodies thrown into river
Bhagalpur/Khagaria, Nov. 19 (PTI): Four persons were 
shot dead and their bodies thrown into river Ganga in 
Khagaria district of Bihar, police said today. The men 
were shot dead near Nayagaon Muradpur village under 
Parbatta police station of Khagaria district yesterday and 
the incident could be the fallout of a rivalry, the police 
said. Efforts were on to fish out the bodies from the river.
A person identified as Rohit Kumar has been arrested 
and produced before ACJM (11), Naugachia civil court, 
Bhagalpur Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Vikas Vaibha 
said. Kumar told the court that he was a witness to the 
crime, the DIG said.

Woman, three children crushed to 
death by speeding truck
Jalgaon (Maha), Nov. 19 (PTI): A 38-year-old woman 
and her three minor children were killed while her another 
child was injured when a speeding truck hit them on the 
Mumbai-Nagpur highway here this morning, police said.
The victims, belonging to a tribal community, were 
walking on the road towards Chikhali village when 
the truck hit them at around 9 am, an official at the 
Muktainagar police station here said. The deceased were 
identified as Nimmibai Godhan Pawar, and her daughter 
Alkos Godhan Pawar (8), and sons Udadiya Godhan 
Pawar (6) and Amarsing Godhan Pawar (1), he said. 

15 arrested over clash between two 
groups in UP
Muzaffarnagar, Nov. 19 (PTI): Fifteen people, including 
eight women, were arrested in connection with a clash 
between two groups of the same community at Rampuri 
village under in the district, police said today. According 
to circle officer Yogender Singh, the incident happened 
yesterday due to a minor dispute between the two groups 
following which one person was injured. The police 
reached the spot and brought the situation under control, 
he said.  A case was against all 15 people, he said, adding 
security was tightened in the village.

Argentine national killed by stray 
bull in Rajasthan
Jaipur, Nov. 19 (PTI): A 29-year-old Argentine man was 
killed after a stray bull allegedly hit him in the walled city 
area, police said today. The incident occurred yesterday 
when John Pablo was visiting the city with a fellow 
tourist when the bull hit him, they said. He was taken to 
a government hospital where he succumbed to his injuries, 
the police said.  Pablo had arrived in India on October 
27, the police said, adding the Embassy of Argentina was 
informed about the incident.

Debt-ridden farmer ends life in MP
Narsinghpur (MP), Nov. 19 (PTI): A 22-year-old 
farmer allegedly committed suicide in the district after 
being under stress over crop failure and his debt burden, 
police said today. Ranjit Silawat hanged himself  to 
a hook attached to the ceiling at his home in Imjhiri 
Dhigsara village of the district late last evening, assistant 
sub-inspector (ASI) R N Parate, in-charge of  Barman 
police post under Suatala police station, said.  According 
to Silawat’s brother, the farmer had yesterday gone to 
the market sell his sugarcane crop in a trolley, which 
overturned midway. After returning home, he committed 
suicide by hanging himself, he said.

One killed in road accident in UP
Ballia (UP), Nov. 19 (PTI): One person was today killed 
and two others injured when a motorcycle hit a vehicle 
here, police said. Ram Bhawan Patel (35) was killed on 
the spot after his motorcycle hit the vehicle, they said. The 
injured were admitted to a hospital where their condition 
was stated to be stable, the police said. No arrests were 
made so far, they said, adding investigation was underway.

Man shot dead in Uttar Pradesh
Barabanki (UP), Nov. 19 (PTI): A 32-year-old man was 
shot dead allegedly by his girlfriend’s family in Awas 
Vikas colony here, police said today. Shoeb was shot dead 
yesterday allegedly by his girlfriend’s mother and brother, 
station house officer city police station Dinesh Singh said. 
An FIR was registered was in the case on a complaint 
by the victim’s mother, he said, adding the accused were 
detained and investigation was underway.

‘Indira opposed those dividing India over religion’

Govt. has taken note ISIS claim; success against 
terror due to free hand given to forces — minister 

Ryan killing: CISF offers consultancy to make schools safe LeT top leadership in 
Kashmir Valley wiped out

Air pollution: Delhi’s ‘dust’ 
screen hiding bigger killers

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
Indira Gandhi “fought for secular-
ism, against all those forces seeking 
to divide the Indian people on lines 
of  religion and caste”, Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi said on 
Sunday.

On the centenary of the birth 
anniversary of  the former Prime 
Minister, Sonia Gandhi spoke at 
the inauguration here of a photo 
exhibition, ï¿½A Life of Courage’, 
on the life and achievements of  
Indira Gandhi.

“I have heard Indiraji being 
referred to as the Iron Lady. But 
iron was only one of the elements 
in her character; generosity and 
humanity were just as prominent 
traits,” she said.

Indira Gandhi, daughter of  
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru, was born on November 
19, 1917.

She was Prime Minister from 
January 1966 to March 1977 and 
again from January 1980 until her 
assassination on October 31, 1984. 

On Sunday, Sonia Gandhi also 
recalled her relationship with the 
former Prime Minister, who was 
also her mother-in-law.

“I came to know Indira Gan-
dhi intimately as the head of our 
small family over the 16 years that 
we lived together in one household, 
just a few meters from here. I saw 
her at close quarters, in every mood 
and circumstance. 

“I came to understand how 
passionately she felt for her coun-
try, how deeply she cared for the 
poor and oppressed, how faith-
fully she followed the teachings 

imbibed from her father -- from 
him, and from the other great men 
and women of the Indian freedom 
struggle who had been part of  
her growing up,” she said.  The 
Congress chief spoke about Indira 
Gandhi’s tenure as Prime Minister, 
the creation of Bangladesh and the 
Green Revolution.

“In the 16 years that were given 
to her to lead the country, many 
were the challenges she had to con-
front, from the endemic problems 
of combating poverty and inequal-
ity to the critical ones of war and 
terrorism. She faced them all with 
courage, fortified by her dedication 
to making India strong, united and 
prosperous,” Sonia Gandhi said. 

“It was her championship of  
the Green Revolution that freed 
India from endemic famine... 

Bangladesh’s creation, in which 
she played so vital a part, is a mon-
ument to that stand, but many are 
the instances through which she 
brought India international respect 

and admiration.” 
Former President Pranab 

Mukherjee, former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and other lead-
ers were also present at the event.

Jammu, Nov. 19 (PTI): The Centre 
has taken note of reports about global 
terror group ISIS claiming an attack 
in the Kashmir Valley that left a police 
officer dead, Union minister Jitendra 
Singh said adding that the future course 
of action would be adopted after taking 
an appropriate view.

The minister of state in the prime 
minister’s office also said that the re-
cent “back to back” successes achieved 
against terrorists in Jammu and Kash-
mir was the result of the free hand given 
to security forces to wipe out the nearly 
three decade old militancy which is in 
its “last phase”.

Singh was asked about the ISIS 
claiming its first terror attack in Kash-
mir through its propaganda wing, 
Amaq news agency.

“The government has taken cog-
nisance of  inputs and the concerned 
agencies, the ministry of home affairs 
and the security agencies, are taking an 
appropriate view and will adopt future 
course of action accordingly,” he told 
reporters here.

Three militants in a car opened fire 
on a police team at Zakura crossing on 
the Srinagar-Ganderbal road, killing 
Sub- Inspector Imran Tak and injuring 
a special police officer (SPO) on Friday. 

The retaliatory action left a most 
wanted local militant dead, whose 
body was wrapped in ISIS flag during 
funeral procession.

Responding to a question about 

the killing of six Pakistani militants, in-
cluding the nephew of Mumbai attack 
mastermind Zaki-ur Rehman Lakhvi, 
in an encounter in Bandipora district 
yesterday, Singh said this was the result 
of the “decisive initiative” taken by the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi led 
Union government. “The free hand 
given to security forces to perform with 
professional freedom is behind such 
back to back successes.

This is possibly the last phase of  
militancy in Kashmir,” he said.

The minister said that he had been 
saying for the last several months that 
this was the last phase of terrorism in 
the state but there were people who 
were not taking the statement seriously.

“The life span of any commander 
has been reduced to a few weeks - 10 
to 15 weeks. Once a commander is ap-
pointed, the second is being kept ready 
to take over. The time has gone when 
they used to live for years,” he said.

He said it was for the first time in 
the last quarter of a century that there 
is a government in place in New Delhi 
which is working on the principle of  
clarity, conviction and consistency and 
does not interfere with the professional 
work being done by security forces.

Lauding the local police, he said the 
manner in which the special operations 
group performed is testimony to the 
fact that if given right opportunity with-
out intimidation, the force is capable of  
doing wonders.

On the surrender of college student 
and footballer Majid Arshid, who had 
joined the LeT a week ago, Singh said 
the change was already there but it was 
just a veil of  fear which was holding 
them back.

“Once the Modi government de-
cided to initiate decisive action, this 
veil of fear has been taken away and the 
boys and girls are feeling free enough to 
come forward and express their aspira-
tions,” he said.

He said what Pakistan was doing 
has never been a secret but what is dif-
ferent today is that the common man in 
Kashmir, particularly the youth, is now 
ready to join the mainstream develop-
ment journey led by Modi.

“This change started actually two 
years ago and that is the reason today 
this year also we have 19 young boys 
and girls qualifying for the IITs,” he 
said.

On Pakistan’s role in fomenting ter-
ror, Singh said that all the information 
was already available but it was only 
Pakistan that was in a denial mode.

“But what has changed now in the 
past few months is that countries which 
were hesitant to accept India’s view 
point for reasons of their own, are now 
constrained to accept India’s viewpoint 
as far as terror and perpetration of ter-
rorism from Pakistan soil is concerned. 
Pakistan also now feels constrained to 
no longer continue in denial mode,” 
he said.

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): The CISF 
has written to schools across the coun-
try, including noted ones like KVs, 
DPS, Doon and Scindia, offering pro-
fessional security consultancy services 
to ensure safe environment for children, 
a move that comes in the wake of the 
killing of a student in Gurugram.

The paramilitary, mandated as the 
nodal security agency to guard critical 
installations in the country including 
airports, has written dozens of letters 
to school authorities stating it can help 
create a “safe and secure” environment 
for school-going children which will 
come with a service fee.

The consultancy fee would be 
around Rs 4 lakh for an average school.

The trigger for this all-India exercise 
by the Central Industrial Security Force 
is the recent incident of  killing of  a 
Class 2 student of  the Ryan Interna-
tional School in Gurugram who was 
found dead in the school bathroom 
with his throat slit by a sharp-edged 
weapon on the morning of September 
8. “It is felt that in the wake of  the 
recent unfortunate incident in one of  
the reputed schools in the national 
capital region (NCR) in which a young 
student lost his life, there is now a need 
for revisiting the security infrastructure 
of our schools.

“You will agree that a healthy and 
secure environment is a right of every 
child and schools have a major role to 
play in the providing the same,” the 
CISF letter addressed to one of  the 
school principals read.

Among those who have been sent 
the offer letter include the Navodaya 
Vidyalaya Samiti, the Delhi Public 

School Society, the Kendriya Vidya-
laya Sangathan, Springdales, Salwan 
Education Trust, Modern School, 
Sanskriti, Mother’s International, Shri 
Ram and Appejay Education Society 
in Delhi.

The force has even approached the 
Ryan Group of  Schools in Mumbai, 
the Doon School in Dehradun, Scindia 
School in Gwalior and Rishi Valley 
in Chitoor in Andhra Pradesh even 
as many more such letters are being 
dispatched.

CISF Director General O P Singh 
said the force took the initiative as part 
of its responsibility towards society.

“We are the best suited government 
agency for doing such expert security 
consultancies and in preparing safe en-
vironments. We need to ensure safety 
to the school-going children. About 200 
institutions of national repute are our 
satisfied clients under this umbrella,” 
he told PTI.

The force that works under the 
command of the Union home ministry 
has conducted similar security consul-
tancy for the Dhirubhai Ambani In-
ternational school in Mumbai and has 
similarly audited a number of Indian 
Institutes of Management (IIsM) and 
Indian Institutes of Technology (IIsT). 

The force has assured the schools 
that its professional but chargeable 
security solutions will be custom-made 
for them like it does for each of  its 
clients.

“We firmly believe that out con-
sultancy will assist in finalising the 
blue print for effective security and fire 
protection of  your esteemed educa-
tional institutions,” the CISF has told 

the schools.
It said that its security audit report 

will “cover aspects related to integrated 
security solutions, student and faculty 
protection and any specific requirement 
put forth by them.” 

A senior officer of  the force said 
after the first set of  offer letters were 
dispatched few days back, three reputed 
schools from Delhi have already ap-
proached them with a positive word.

The official said the CISF security 
consultancy, used by Infosys, Reliance, 
the Sebi (Securities and Exchange 
Board of  India) and AIIMS among 
others, will cost one-fourth as what is 
charged by some private players in this 
domain.

“So, for an average school that we 
are talking about, an amount of about 
Rs 4-4.5 lakh would be incurred as the 
CISF consultancy fee. The private play-
ers charge as much as Rs 20 lakh for the 
same job,” he said.

He said once the client agrees 
for the consultancy, a team of  CISF 
experts from its special unit visit the 
premises that is to be audited and 
handover the final report from a time 
period ranging between 3-4 months.

The report tells the client where 
to install CCTV cameras, where to 
deploy security staff, how to check ac-
cess control, how to train their security 
staff  and install emergency response 
gadgets.

“The effort is to make the security 
system professional and competent.
The security consultancy is also added 
with the fire audit where anti-blaze and 
counter-fire measures are suggested,” 
he said.

Srinagar, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
The Army said on Sunday 
that the top leadership of the 
Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) in the Kashmir 
Valley has been wiped out 
with the killing of six mili-
tants in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Bandipora district.

Lt General J.S. Sandhu, 
who heads the Srinagar-
headquartered 15 Corps, 
told reporters: “With the 
elimination of six of its ter-
rorist commanders yesterday 
(Saturday), the top leader-
ship of LeT in the Valley has 
been wiped out.”

Giving details about 
Saturday’s operation, he 
said: “Hajin was an area of  
concern for us. Terrorists 
had killed some people in 
the area. 

“We inducted Special 
Forces into the area. Good 
information started pouring 
in. We were keeping Chan-
degeer village on our radar. 

“These terrorists had 
been staying there in a house 
for two to three days.”

The General identified 
one of the terrorists killed as 
Osama Jungvi or Owaid, a 
nephew of Zaki-ur-Rehman 
Lakhvi and probably the son 
of Zakiur Rehman Makki. 

Six Pakistani militants 

including Owaid and two 
other top commanders of  
LeT, Zargar and Mehmood, 
were killed on Saturday. An 
IAF commando was also 
killed in the gunfight.

“We look forward to 
continue the operations and 
restore peace in the Valley 
very soon,” the General 
added.

“We are working on two 
lines,” he added. “One is 
counter terrorism and the 
second is that we want the 
local terrorists to return. 

“We pulled out and 
saved an injured militant in 
Kulgam and saved his life. 
The local terrorists must 
realize whether they are 
‘Mujahids’ (Islamic fighters) 
or proxies of Pakistan.”

Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of  Police 
S.P. Vaid refuted the claims 
of  the Islamic State that 
claimed that the Zakura, 
Srinagar, attack on Friday in 
which a police officer and a 
militant were killed was the 
first IS attack in Kashmir.

Asked to comment, he 
said: “No, it is yet to be veri-
fied. I don’t think ISIS has 
any presence here.”

Vaid complimented the 
Army, the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF), Police 

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): 
Dust may be the most visible 
marker of Delhi’s air pollu-
tion, but its sheer abundance 
may actually be masking 
the bigger killers -- emis-
sions from vehicles, thermal 
power plants and industries.

Studies and research re-
ports have underlined that its 
the chemical composition of  
ultrafine particulates PM2.5 
or PM10, and not their vol-
ume, which is more crucial 
in determining the toxicity 
of air.

The Environment Pol-
lution (Prevention and Con-
trol) Authority (EPCA), a 
Supreme Court-appointed 
pollution watchdog, made 
a similar point in a report 
the apex court, that particles 
from coal and diesel are 
more harmful than wind-
blown dust, as they can lead 
to an increase in heart dis-
ease-related deaths.

“Similarly, particles from 
diesel combustion are very 
toxic and have been classi-
fied by the World Health 
Organisation as a class I car-
cinogen for strong links with 
lung cancer, putting them in 
the same bracket as tobacco 
smoking and asbestos.

“This suggests that we 

must prioritise the more 
harmful particulates for ac-
tion. Combustion sources 
-- vehicles, power plants and 
industry -- need more strin-
gent and priority action,” the 
report says.

The EPCA mentioned 
it separately under a section 
-- addressing quantum vs 
toxicity.

An Indian Institute of  
Technology-Kanpur report, 
which assessed the chemical 
composition of  pollution 
from various sources in the 
city, also concluded that 
combustion -- vehicular and 
industrial alike -- was re-
sponsible for the formation 
of PM2.5 in greater quantity.

Among PM2.5 and 
PM10, the most dominant 
pollutants in Delhi’s air, 
PM2.5 is deadlier owing 
to its tinier size -- up to 30 
times smaller than the width 
of a human hair -- aiding it 
in lodging deep in the lungs 
and subsequently entering 
the bloodstream.

The IIT report found 
that PM2.5 Nitrate particles 
formed from nitrogen ox-
ides and sulphate particles 
formed from sulphur diox-
ides can be 25 per cent of the 
total PM2.5 load in the city.

PTI

Congress President Sonia Gandhi, former prime minister Manmohan Singh, party vice-president Rahul Gandhi and JDU leader 
Sharad Yadav and others while paying homage to former prime minister Indira Gandhi on her 100th birth anniversary at Indira 
Gandhi Memorial in New Delhi on Sunday.

Former PM Manmohan Singh 
to get Indira Gandhi peace prize
New Delhi, Nov. 19 (PTI): 
Former prime minister Man-
mohan Singh will receive the 
Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development 
this year for his leadership of the 
country between 2004 and 2014 
and for enhancing India’s stature 
globally.

According to a statement 
from the Indira Gandhi Memo-
rial Trust, Singh was unani-
mously chosen for the award by 
an international jury chaired by 
ex-president Pranab Mukherjee.

“The Indira Gandhi Prize 
for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development is awarded to Man-
mohan Singh for his leadership 
of the country and his achieve-
ments during the momentous 10 
years from 2004 to 2014, for his 
contributions to the cause of eco-
nomic and social development, 
for improving India’s stature in 
the world and its relationship 
with the neighbours and the lead-
ing nations of the world, and for 
his dedication to the security and 
well being of  ordinary citizens 
regardless of  their faith, caste, 
region or language,” a statement 
from the Trust’s secretary Suman 
Dubey said yesterday.

The Trust said Singh is only 
the third Indian prime minister 
to complete two full terms as the 

PM. His tenure witnessed the 
path-breaking nuclear agreement 
with the US and the Copenhagen 
Climate Change agreement, the 
statement said.

Singh, who as the governor 
of  the Reserve Bank of  India 
and the finance minister in the 
government headed by P V Nar-
asimha Rao, played a pivotal role 
in ushering economic reforms, it 
said, adding that as prime minis-
ter he led India in achieving the 
highest sustained rate of econom-
ic growth since Independence.

The Trust said Singh has 
been responsible for making In-
dia’s voice heard more effectively 
at international forums.

“The 10 years of  his pre-
miership were not only a period 
of  rapid economic and social 
changes, they witnessed the low-
est terrorist violence, prolonged 
period of  communal harmony, 
peace on the country’s borders 
and a globally acknowledged rise 
in India’s standing in the global 
community of nations,” the state-
ment said.

The international award 
named after former prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi was instituted 
in 1986. The last two recipients 
have been the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation and the UN 
High Commission for Refugees.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, November 20, 2017

NEWS IN BRIEF
19 killed, eight injured in a 
house fire in China
Beijing, Nov. 19 (PTI): A devastating fire ripped 
through a house in Beijing’s southern Daxing dis-
trict, leaving at least 19 people dead and eight others 
injured, the state media said today. The inferno was 
reported around 6.15 pm (local time) yesterday from 
the house in Xinjian village, prompting authorities 
to rush fire tenders to the spot. The fire was extin-
guished around 9 pm (local time), the state-run 
Xinhua news agency reported. Nineteen people 
were killed and eight others were injured in the 
fire, it said. The injured were taken to hospital for 
treatment.  According to local authorities, the city 
will set up a team to investigate the accident. The 
suspects are under police control, the report said.

Mass grave found in Libya’s 
Sirte
Tripoli, Nov. 19 (IANS): Libyan security services 
and a Red Crescent team have found a mass grave 
in the city of  Sirte, some 450 km east of  Tripoli, 
according to a local official. “A Red Crescent team, 
in cooperation with security services, managed to 
locate a mass grave in the town of  Al-Dher in west-
ern Sirte. They surrounded the site pending order 
from the Public Prosecutions to dig and exhume 
the bodies,” Xinhua news agency quoted Sirte Mu-
nicipal Council spokesman Mohammed Al-Imil 
as saying on Saturday. “The mass grave contains 
an unspecified number of  unknown bodies. DNA 
samples will identify them.” Mass graves of  civil-
ians or military personnel executed by the Islamic 
State (IS) are often found in Sirte. The IS affiliates 
seized control of  the city two years ago before the 
UN-backed government expelled and defeated them 
in December 2016. 

Spain’s Attorney General dies 
in Buenos Aires
Madrid, Nov. 19 (IANS): Spain’s Attorney Gen-
eral Jose Manuel Maza Martin died at a clinic in 
Buenos Aires where he was being treated for a 
kidney infection, Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy 
confirmed. “The Director of  Public Prosecutions, 
Jose Manuel Maza Martin, has died. My recogni-
tion and thanks for a life of  work in the service of  
the state. My deepest condolences to his family, 
friends and colleagues. Rest in Peace. MR,” Rajoy 
tweeted confirming his death. The 66-year-old died 
of  a suspected kidney infection in a clinic where 
he had been taken after feeling ill during the As-
sembly of  Iberian-American Public Ministers in the 
Argentinean capital, Xinhua news agency reported. 
Maza, who suffered from diabetes, is the first Public 
Prosecutor to die in office.

Mexico City reconstruction to 
take seven years — Mayor
Mexico City, Nov. 19 (IANS): The reconstruction of  
the damage in Mexico City caused by the September 
19 earthquake will take seven years, Mayor Migual 
Angel Mancera said. Mancera on Saturday said the 
authorities are working in every aspect of  the recon-
struction effort, but warned it was not a short-term 
goal, Xinhua news agency reported. He said that 
concrete actions were being taken and rejected claims 
that things were moving slowly, days after some of  
the displaced blockaded streets to demand help. “The 
reconstruction will take six or seven years in Mexico 
City. This is not a task of  a month or two, this is a 
task that will take a long time.” Mancera added that 
the full work plan for the reconstruction will be pre-
sented before the end of  November.

Ireland’s Sinn Fein leader to 
step down in 2018
London, Nov. 19 (IANS): Gerry Adams has an-
nounced he is stepping down as President of  Sinn 
Fein, once the political arm of  the now inactive Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), after 34 years in charge 
of  the party, a media report said. In his address at 
the party’s annual conference on Saturday, Adams 
said this will be his last year as its leader and that 
he will not be a candidate in the next elections, Efe 
news reported. “Leadership means knowing when 
it is time for change and that time is now.” Adams 
noted that the party will hold a special meeting next 
year to elect his successor. Adams, 69, a member of  
the Irish Parliament for Louth County, has been the 
President of  Sinn Fein since 1983. “I have always 
seen myself  as a team player and a team builder.”

Ex-Nepal PM’s son dies of car-
diac arrest
Kathmandu, Nov. 19 (IANS): Former Nepal Prime 
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s son Prakash Dahal 
died of  a cardiac arrest here on Sunday. He was 36. 
Prakash Dahal, secretary to his father and also a 
central member of  the Communist Party of  Nepal-
Maoist-Centre, was rushed to the Thapathali-based 
Norvic International Hospital at 5.50 a.m. Doctors 
pronounced him dead at 5.59 a.m, reports The 
Kathmandu Post. In a press meet, doctor J.P. Jaisw-
al said Prakash Dahal was dead three hours before 
he was even brought to the hospital. “His body was 
cold and there was no pulse. In such case, there is 
no need to conduct any post mortem of  the body,” 
Jaiswal added. Meanwhile, the former Prime Min-
ister has left for Kathmandu from Jhapa where he 
was attending an election campaign for the upcom-
ing first phase of  the provincial and parliamentary 
polls, The Himalayan Times reported.

Court decision can’t weaken 
my relationship with people: 
Sharif
Islamabad, Nov. 19 (IANS): Kicking off  his ruling 
partys mass contact campaign, disqualified Paki-
stan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif  said on Sunday 
that no decision of  the court can weaken his rela-
tionship with the masses. “The (large) number of  
people gathered here, and their support proves that 
no decision of  the court can separate me and the 
people,” he told supporters while addressing a rally 
in Abbottabad. The people, he added, expressed the 
same support for him in the 2013 general elections. 
“If  someone thinks I will be defeated, then they are 
wrong,” the former Prime Minister maintained. 
“I’m not one who is going to be defeated here.” 
With Sunday’s rally, the deposed Prime Minister 
has kicked off  his Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) drive to reach out to the masses. Sharif  
was disqualified by the Supreme Court on July 
28 following its landmark verdict in the Panama 
Papers case.

Mugabe ousted as ruling party chief  

EU to discuss Rohingya crisis with Myanmar’s Suu Kyi 

Egypt asks Palestine to
maintain relations with US

Iran’s Zarif heads 
to Turkey for peace 
talks on Syria

Chinese report highest racial 
harassment in UK

Trump’s commercial policy could
undermine trade with Latin America

Unicef expresses concern 
over Afghan children 

Bangladesh seeks China’s support 
for repatriation of Rohingyas 

Harare, Nov. 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Zimbabwe President Robert Mu-
gabe was today facing the im-
minent end of his 37-year rule as 
the once-loyal ZANU-PF party 
sacked him as its leader and army 
generals piled pressure on him to 
resign.

Mugabe’s grip on power was 
broken last week when the mili-
tary took over, angered at his wife 
Grace’s emergence as the leading 
candidate to succeed the 93-year-
old president.

Yesterday, tens of  thousands 
of overjoyed demonstrators flood-
ed the streets of  Zimbabwe in 
peaceful celebrations marking 
the apparent end of his long and 
authoritarian rule.

Outside a ZANU-PF meeting 
in Harare, a delegate told AFP 
that Mugabe had been ousted 
as party chief  and replaced by 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, who 
was previously Grace Mugabe’s 
chief rival to succeed the ageing 
president.

“A resolution has been adopt-
ed to recall the president and 
elevate Mnangagwa as the party 
president,” said the delegate, who 
declined to be named.

Mugabe - the world’s oldest 
head of state - remains national 
president for the time being but 
now faces overwhelming opposi-
tion from the generals, much of  

the Zimbabwean public and from 
his own party.

“(Mugabe’s) wife and close 
associates have taken advantage 
of  his frail condition to usurp 
power and loot state resources,” 
party official Obert Mpofu told the 
ZANU-PF meeting.

Army chiefs who led the take-
over were due to hold further talks 
with the president later today.

The two sides first met on 
Thursday, smiling in photographs 
that attempted to present a digni-
fied image of the tense process of  
negotiating Mugabe’s departure.

Veterans of the independence 
war - who were also formerly key 
Mugabe allies - added their voice 
in support of  him resigning, de-
manding that he leave office today.

Zimbabweans have experi-
enced a historic week in which 
the military seized power and 
put Mugabe under house arrest 
in response to his sacking of vice 
president Mnangagwa, who has 
close military ties.

yesterday, in scenes of public 
euphoria not seen since Zimba-
bwe’s independence in 1980, huge 
crowds marched and sang their 

way through Harare and other 
cities.

The demonstrations included 
citizens of  all ages, jubilant that 
Mugabe appeared to be on his 
way out.

In central Harare, a group of  
young men tore down a green 
metal street sign bearing Robert 
Mugabe’s name and smashed it 
repeatedly on the road.

Such open dissent would have 
just a week ago would have been 
routinely crushed by security 
forces. “What you saw yesterday, 
it shows that the people have 
spoken,” Mordecai Makore, 71, 
a retired teacher told AFP after 
attending today morning service 
at the Catholic cathedral in central 
Harare.

“All we want is peace, a good 
life with a working economy that 
creates jobs for our people. We will 
continue praying for that. I want 
my children and grandchildren to 
live a normal good life.” 

The majority of  Zimbabwe-
ans have only known life under 
Mugabe’s rule, which has been 
defined by violent suppression, 
economic collapse and interna-
tional isolation.

Sources suggest Mugabe has 
been battling to delay to his exit 
and to secure a deal guaranteeing 
future protection for him and his 
family.

He attended a university 
graduation ceremony on Friday, 
in a show of  defiance after the 
talks with General Constantino 
Chiwenga, who led the military 
power grab.

The factional succession race 
that triggered Zimbabwe’s sud-
den crisis was between party 
hardliner Mnangagwa - known 
as the Crocodile - and a group 
called “Generation 40” or “G40” 
because its members are generally 
younger, which campaigned for 
Grace’s cause.

“She is very acceptable. Very 
much accepted by the people,” 
Mugabe said of Grace in a falter-
ing interview to mark his 93rd 
birthday last February.

The president, who is feted in 
parts of Africa as the continent’s 
last surviving liberation leader 
serving as a head of  state, is in 
fragile health. But he previously 
said he would stand in elections 
next year that would see him re-
main in power until he was nearly 
100-years-old. 

He became prime minister on 
Zimbabwe’s independence from 
Britain in 1980 and then president 
in 1987. 

Zimbabwe’s economic output 
has halved since 2000 when many 
white-owned farms were seized, 
leaving the key agricultural sector 
in ruins. 

Cox’s Bazar, Nov. 19 (PTI/AFP): The 
EU’s foreign policy chief  Federica Mogh-
erini said today she would discuss ways to 
end the Rohingya crisis with Aung San 
Suu Kyi when she meets the Myanmar 
leader in Yangon.

Mogherini and foreign ministers from 
Asia and Europe toured refugee camps 
along Bangladesh’s border with Myanmar 
and heard harrowing testimony from 
displaced Rohingya there before their 
meeting Monday with Suu Kyi.

Myanmar’s civilian leader has been 
facing mounting global outrage over an 
army crackdown that has driven an esti-
mated 620,000 Rohingya Muslims from 
the mainly Buddhist country’s western 
state of  Rakhine and into Bangladesh.

Myanmar’s military insists it has only 
targeted Rohingya rebels following deadly 
attacks on police posts in late August.

But refugees massing in grim Bangla-
deshi camps have given chilling and con-
sistent accounts of  widespread murder, 
rape and arson at the hands of  security 
forces.

Mogherini said the delegation’s two-
day visit to Yangon and meeting with Suu 
Kyi offered a chance to talk.

“That will be also an occasion to 
exchange views with Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the government of  Myanmar (about) 
how to solve this crisis,” she told reporters 
in Bangladesh’s southeastern Cox’s Bazar 
border district.

“(Rather) than putting pressure, our 
approach is always and will be to offer a 

negotiation space.” 
She said the Rohingya living in squal-

id camps in Bangladesh were “carrying 
with them terrible stories”.

“As a mother, seeing so many very 
young children taking care of  even 
younger children is what strikes me the 
most,” she added.

The EU diplomatic chief  toured the 
refugee camps with the foreign minis-
ters of  Bangladesh, Japan, Sweden and 
Germany before the delegation’s visit to 
Myanmar for an Asia-Europe (ASEM) 
ministerial meeting there on Monday and 
Tuesday.

Bangladesh and Myanmar have 
agreed in principle to begin repatriation 
of  the Rohingya but are tussling over the 
details.

Dhaka has stepped up efforts to 
pressure Myanmar diplomatically into 
taking back the Rohingya, hosting not 
just Mogherini and the foreign ministers 
but a US Congressional delegation and 
China’s top envoy since Saturday.

Bangladesh, which already accommo-
dated more than 200,000 Rohingya before 
the current exodus, is keen to enlist help 
from China, a staunch ally of  Myanmar, 
in arranging for the refugees’ return.

Mogherini said it was vital to support 
repatriation efforts.

“The Bangladeshi government is 
negotiating with the government of  
Myanmar. We hope that we manage to 
help in finding a sustainable solution,” 
she said.

Cairo, Nov. 19 (IANS): Egypt has asked Palestine not 
to cut off  communications with the US in response to 
the State Department’s threat to close the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation’s office in Washington, an Egyptian 
official said on Sunday.Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh 
Shoukry telephoned PLO Secretary General Saeb Erekat 
on Saturday night to insist on the importance of maintain-
ing contact between Ramallah and Washington, Efe news 
agency reported.

Ahmed Abu Zeid, a spokesperson for the Egyptian 
ministry of foreign affairs, explained in a statement that 
Shoukry stressed the need for direct communication during 
the current stage, in which the international community 
hopes that negotiations will be resumed between the Pales-
tinians and the Israelis.Erekat had threatened on Saturday 
to sever relations with the US if  the latter closes the 
PLO’s diplomatic office in Washington.

London, Nov. 19 (IANS): Chinese 
people in Britain report the highest 
levels of racial harassment than any 
other ethnic group, according to a 
new study.
The study by the Institute for Social 
and Economic Research at the Uni-
versity of  Essex suggested that 15 
per cent of Chinese men and women 
reported harassment last year, while 
4-10 per cent of men and women from 
most ethnic minority groups said they 
experienced racial harassment in the 
same period, the Guardian reported 
on Sunday.

But 50 years since the first anti-
discrimination legislation came into 
force in the UK, there was a marked 
decline in reports of  racial harass-
ment among what the researchers 
describe as the most established mi-
nority, black Caribbeans, who have 
the highest proportion of adults aged 
60 and over. 

Reports of harassment were down 
by 10 percentage points for men and 
five points for women.

Ethnic minorities who live sig-
nificantly outside multicultural areas 
were far more likely to experience 
racial harassment, the study said. 

“The prevalence of racial or any 
other form of harassment is one of  
the most serious issues facing British 
society,” said Shamit Saggar, professor 
of political science and public policy 
at the University of Essex.

As many as one in five Indian 
Muslim women said they had felt 
unsafe or had avoided certain public 
places in the last year for fear of being 
harassed, according to the study. 

“The study shows that harassment 
is not a defensive fantasy in the mind 
of  some but rather a genuine harm 
that affects innocent people each 
day,” the Guardian quoted Saggar as 
saying.

Tehran, Nov. 19 (IANS): Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif  headed to Turkey for peace 
talks on Syria, Tasnim news agency 
reported on Sunday.Zarif  left the capi-
tal Tehran for the Turkish Antalya city 
as the head of  a political delegation 
to take part in a trilateral meeting of  
Iran, Russia and Turkey, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The three ministers would discuss 
the latest developments in Syria and the 
outcome of several rounds of expert-
level sessions, and finalize the agenda 
of a presidential meeting in Sochi. 

In the summit, Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani, Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin and President of  
Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan will 
review peace efforts in Syria, which 
has been in a state of  war since March 
2011. reducing armed conflict in the 
country.

Lima, Nov. 19 (IANS): The US 
trade policy has taken such a dras-
tic turn that it may well affect trade 
with Latin America, said Sebastian 
Herreros, the representative for 
economic affairs of  the Economic 
Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Herreros told Xinhua news 
agency in an interview that, accord-
ing to ECLAC, around 24.9 per 
cent of  the total US exports head to 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
while imports from the region ac-
count for 19.2 per cent of  the total.

“Clearly, the emphasis that 
was on multilateralism and com-
mitment to free trade and historic 
precepts of  the US trade policy, are 
now being questioned,” he noted.

“There is a new focus that is far 
more centered on reducing trade 
deficits, on bilateralism, and in 
certain cases, far more protectionist 

attitudes.”
Among US President Donald 

Trump’s first measures after taking 
office was to remove the country from 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

“A very obvious proof  was the 
U.S. exit from the TPP, the suspen-
sion of  the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
with the EU and the questions be-
ing directed at the World Trade 
Organization,” he noted.

However, in the region, preoc-
cupation has been centered around 
the current renegotiation of  North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA).

“The renegotiation of  NAFTA 
falls under the same logic. It has 
not been going very well until now 
and many of  the proposals made by 
the US are really very radical, very 
difficult for Canada and Mexico to 
accept,” explained Herreros.

“There is a very strong uncer-
tainty on whether the negotiations 
will finish safe and sound, and 
if  they do not, what will happen 
next,” he indicated. 

“The US has said that if  the 
new agreement is not satisfactory, 
it will exit, which would certainly 
have strong consequences for Mex-
ico and Canada.”

However, Trump’s threats are 
not limited to North America and 
has made it clear that other trade 
deals signed with other countries in 
the region such as Chile, Colombia 
and Peru will feel the impact.

According to ECLAC, around 
70 per cent of  the US imports from 
Latin America come from Mexico 
and cover 4,808 products. 

The renegotiation of  NAFTA 
and other potential changes to US 
trade policy could negatively affect 
trade in the region, ECLAC said.

Kabul, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
The UN Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) has expressed 
concerns over the status 
of children, poor access to 
school and malnutrition in 
Afghanistan.

“We have very serious 
concern about the educa-
tion of children in Afghani-
stan because there are 3.5 
million children who are 
out of school while they are 
supposed to be in school,” 
Adele Khodr, Unicef ’s 
country representative, told 
Xinhua news agency.

She said 75 per cent of  
those 3.5 million children 
out of school were girls.

“Even if the girls go to 
school, they leave the school 
earlier when they became 
age of 12 or 15 years,” the 
Unicef representative said.

The education situation 
has improved in Afghani-
stan since the collapse of  
the Taliban regime in 2001.

According to Afghan 
Presidential Palace, less 

than 1 million children had 
access to education during 
Taliban’s reign. The number 
has soared to more than 9.5 
million children with 40 per 
cent of them girls attending 
15,000 schools across the 
country in 2016.

Khodr said there were 
600,000 children who were 
severely malnourished in 
Afghanistan, describing the 
situation as “severe acute 
malnutrition”.

She noted that Afghani-
stan was one of  the three 
countries in the world still 
fighting polio.This year, 10 
polio cases were registered 
in the country. Cross-coun-
try access was difficult due 
to security reasons. 

According to a report of  
UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan released in Oc-
tober, the ongoing conflict 
in Afghanistan had caused 
2,480 child casualties in-
cluding 689 deaths during 
the first three quarters of  
this year.

Dhaka, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
Bangladesh announced 
on Sunday that it was 
seeking China’s support 
in urging Myanmar to 
allow the more than 
600,000 Rohingyas who 
fled sectarian violence in 
western Rakhine state to 
return.

“Bangladesh wants 
China to create pressure 
on Myanmar to exp1edite 
the process” of repatria-
tion of the Rohingyas, a 
member of  the Bangla-
desh Foreign Ministry 
who did not wish to be 
named told Efe news 
agecy. The announce-
ment comes after Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi visited Bangladesh 
to meet his Bangladeshi 
counterpart, Mahmood 
Ali, on Saturday.

Wang, who left the 
country on Sunday, told 
Ali that “as a friend 

China will help resolve 
the issue and will not 
be partial to any side”, 
according to a Bangla-
deshi Foreign Ministry 
statement. The statement 
said the Chinese leader 
“stressed the importance 
of  continued consulta-
tions and dialogue be-
tween Bangladesh and 
Myanmar on the issue. 
He acknowledged that 
Bangladesh is facing the 
brunt of continuing influx 
of  Rohingya refugees”. 
Ali, meanwhile, said that 
Bangladesh would con-
tinue its commitment to 
pursue a dialogue with 
Myanmar and find a solu-
tion to the crisis.

Bangladesh “look(s) 
forward to China’s sup-
port for the early return 
of the Rohingyas to their 
homeland in Myanmar 
with dignity and safety”, 
he said. In its latest report 

released on Thursday, the 
UN Inter Sector Coordi-
nation Group estimated 
that 620,000 Rohingyas 
have arrived in Bangla-
desh since more than two 
and a half months ago.

The crisis erupted on 
August 25, after an at-
tack by a Rohingya in-
surgent group on police 
and military checkposts 
in the western state of  
Rakhine in Myanmar. 
The Army retaliated with 
a violent campaign that is 
still ongoing and which 
the UN has called “ethnic 
cleansing”.

Myanmar does not 
recognize the Rohingyas 
as citizens and considers 
them illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants, while Bang-
ladesh, where 300,000 
Rohingyas were already 
living before the latest 
crisis, also considers them 
to be foreigners.

AP/PTI

 An army armored personnel carrier drives slowly through the gathered crowd of 
thousands demanding President Robert Mugabe stand down, on the road leading 
to State House in Harare, Zimbabwe Saturday, Nov. 18, 2017. 
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Kim Kardashian parts ways from assistant
Reality TV star Kim Kardashian and her longtime assistant Stephanie Shepherd 
“are no longer working together”. Shepherd started working for Kim in 2013. Ac-
cording to a source, the two separated a few weeks ago, however there is no bad 
blood between them, reports usmagazine.com. “They just agreed their working 
relationship was no longer working,” the source said. “Stephanie is still a part of  
Kim and her family’s life -- she went to Kim’s birthday dinner and Kendall’s birth-
day party. There isn’t bad blood there. They still hang out and are friends, but they 
have gone their separate ways and are not working together anymore,” the source 
added. (IANS)

Miss Kohima 2017 Roupfüzhano Whiso (middle) flanked by 1st Runners -up Pelevinuo Rüpreo and 
2nd Runners-up Thejakhrienuo Nakhro posing for lens after the crowning of Miss Kohima 2017 held at 
RCEMPA, Jotsoma.

Miss Kohima 2017Grace W. Ezung is Miss Wokha 2017

MAAM to organise concert for cancer patients

IFFI 2017: Three Indian films to 
compete for Golden Peacock

‘Julie 2’ based on real life actress’ life

From ‘Miss Campus Princess’ to ‘Miss World’: 
Manushi Chillar’s ascent within a year

A 
local social group- 
Mokokchung Arts & 
Aesthetics Manage-
ment (MAAM) will 
be organising a live 

concert-‘Winter Melody’ on Dec. 12 
at Imkongmeren Sports Complex. 

The concert is being organised 
to bring unity, inspiration and to 

give hope to cancer patients, survi-
vors, and the community by sharing 
the joy through live music perform-
ances.

This was informed during 
a press conference on Nov. 19 
Sun. afternoon at Black & White 
restaurant. The MAAM president 
Asola Ozukum, General Secretary 

Imsulemla Aier and Ajung Soyah, a 
member said that the concert is be-
ing organised for raising trust fund 
towards helping the cancer patients.

MAAM, an active social group 
has been closely associated with the 
cause of  cancer patients in the so-
ciety since its inception in the year 
2014. The group has also launched 
“Cancer Trust Fund” on Oct. 2014 
to reach out both indoor and out-
door cancer patients with monetary 
assistance. 

Recently the group provided 
monetary assistant to two cancer 
patients for further treatment, added 
Asola while saying that most of  
the cancer patients are from an 
economically weaker section and 
downtrodden families, who could 
not effort the luxury of  going 
outside the state for better treatment 
and facilities.

The MAAM president hoped 
that the event will raise awareness 
and channelise smooth funding of  
aid for cancer patients who need 
monetary assistance.

The charity concert will be 
joined by accomplished and exciting 
artists like Incipit, Samaro from 
Nagaland and Rosy K Remsangpuü 
from Mizoram to help inspire and 
give hope to cancer patients, their 
families, caregivers, and the greater 
cancer community. 

For tickets con-
tact:+919089555813/ 8731918363.

Our Correspondent

I
t has been a title bagging 
year for a doctor-in-the-
making. Manushi Chillar, 
the Miss World 2017, has 
been bagging beauty titles 

in the past one year even while 
pursuing her course in medicine 
in an all-girls medical college in 
Haryana’s Sonepat district.

The 21-year-old beauty was 
crowed Miss World 2017 at a 
glittering ceremony in the seaside 
resort city of Sanya in China on 
Saturday evening.

Manushi, whose family 
belongs to Haryana and lives 
in New Delhi, is pursuing her 
MBBS degree from the Bhagat 
Phool Singh Government 
Medical College for Women 
in Khanpur Kalan village in 
Sonepat.

A gifted poet, painter and 
Kuchipudi dancer, Masushi 
wants to be a cardiac surgeon and 
has been associated in a project 
for menstrual hygiene among 
women.

In less than one year, she won 
the ‘Miss Campus Princess’ title 
in the medical college in Decem-
ber last year. She went on to pick 
the ‘Miss Haryana’ title in April 
this year followed by the coveted 
Femina Miss India title in June 
this year.

“She had promised us that 
she will take a shot at win-
ning the Miss World title. She 
has achieved that and we are 

all proud of her,” Anjali and 
Muskan, her co-inmates in the 
medical college hostel, said.

There were joyous celebra-
tions at the home of her paren-
tal uncle, Dr Dinesh Chillar, a 
government doctor in Haryana, 
and Dr Usha Chillar, an associ-
ate professor in Dermatology in 
Manushi’s medical college. 

The family members and 
friends danced and distributed 
sweets on Saturday night after 
news of Manushi winning the 
Miss World title broke.

There were reports of celebra-
tions in Bamdoli village near 
Bahadurgarh town in Haryana’s 
Jhattar district, around 55 km 
from Delhi, as residents burst 
crackers on her achievement.

“She has brought laurels to 
our village, state and country. We 
are all proud of her,” Bamdoli 
resident Karan Singh said.

There were celebrations on 
Saturday among students and 
faculty of the medical college 
when news came about Manushi 
winning the Miss World title.

After winning the Miss India 
title, Manushi took a break from 
her medical studies for one year 
to pursue her love for beauty pag-
eants. After fulfilling her commit-
ments to the present titles that she 
is holding, Manushi plans to get 
back to her studies and complete 
her MBBS degree.

Born in Rohtak town, around 

70 km from New Delhi, on May 
14, 1997, Manushi studied in St. 
Thomas School in New Delhi. 
Good in her studies, she scored 
96 percent marks in her Class 12 
exams.

Her parents, Dr Mitrabasu 
Chillar and Dr Neelam Chil-
lar, who were with her in Sanya 
when she was crowned Miss 
World, are both doctors working 
in health institutes in New Delhi.

“I will try to win the Miss 
World 2017 crown for the coun-
try and my state,” Manushi had 
told the media in July this year 
when she came to meet Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar after winning the Miss 
India title.

Manushi has been associated 
with ‘Project Shakti’ campaign, 
initiated by her to make women 
and girls more aware about men-
stural hygiene, even before she 
ventured into the beauty pageants 
scene.

Haryana, infamous for the 
worst sex ratio among states 
in the country, has seen young 
women from sports to science to 
beauty fields making it big at the 
international level in recent years.

 IANS

A
fter a gap of  
three years 
Miss Wokha-
with theme 
Enhancing 

Lives through Beauty” was 
held on Nov. 17 at Local 
ground, Wokha.

Young 22-year old 
Grace W Ezung from 
Yonchucho village and a 
resident of Wokha town 
was crowned “Miss Wokha 
2017” while Lyingbeni 
Tungoe and Lorenbei Yan-
than were crowned as first 
and second runners-up 
respectively. 

The event was organ-
ised by Renchen Women 
Welfare Society (RWWS).

Dr. Abeny Khuvung 
the long reigning Miss 
Wokha since 2013 coronet-
ed the new Miss Wokha.

Altogether eight beau-
ties participated in the 
pageant after a week of  
grooming session. 

The pageant culminat-
ed eventfully showcasing 
local designers’ wears and 
display on rich Lotha Naga 
textile being preserved by 
the organisers were exhib-
ited by the models.

N. Hushili Sema IAS, 

Commissioner and secre-
tary Irrigation and Flood 
control Govt. of Nagaland 
was the chief guest of the 
event. 

The chief guest ap-
preciated on the efforts 
of RWWS for the initia-
tive while expressing that 

beauty is a creation of God 
where one needs to adore 
his creation and that hu-
man beings are created in 
his own image both inside 
and outside.

Women can be an 
agent for keeping the soci-
ety peaceful and harmony 

with their multitasking 
skills apart from the unique 
creation of beauty, said 
N. Hushili Sema while 
expressing that women are 
mentally and emotionally 
stronger. 

She stated that women 
in Naga society are re-

spected and acknowledged 
by man and with the 
undue advantage she called 
upon the ladies to take it 
as a positive advantage 
and build a good image 
for the future considering 
their family, traditions and 
culture.

The panels of judges 
were Jonas Yanthan a 
senior news reader AIR; 
Mhalo Ezung, Author; Ti-
arenla Jamir former beauty 
Queen; Benthungo Kithan 
entrepreneur and Zubeno 
Mozhui, an academician. 

Artists Rebecca Ezung, 
Meribeni Patton and 
Lorina Khuvung enthralled 
the audience with popular 
numbers while Thunglamo 
serenaded the top five 
finalists and Zippy Crew, 
a popular dance group 
performed on the event.

The subtitles winners 
are: Marina Yanthan 
(Miss Beautiful Skin), 
Lorenbeni Yanthan (Miss 
Talent), Rikhyolo Yan-
than (Miss Congenial-
ity), Lyingbeni Tungoe 
(Miss Photogenic) and 
Jonchibeni Ngullie (Best 
Traditional Wear).

Our Correspondent 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to 
announce its valued 

HillStarCinema fans that 
the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You 
can now BUY tickets 

online! 

11 am, 5 pm and 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng) 2D 2 pm: Aksar 2 (Hindi)

BIRTHDAY 
GREETINGS

T
he 48th edition of the Interna-
tional Film Festival of India will 
have three Indian films vying 
for the coveted Golden Pea-
cock. Total 15 films from across 

the globe will compete for the award, in-
cluding Indian projects - “Kachcha Limbu” 
(Marathi), “Take Off” (Malayalam) and 
“Village Rockstars” (Assamese).

“Kachcha Limbu,” directed by Prasad 
Oak, is the story of a couple who struggles 
when their 15-year-old mentally challenged 
son starts having sexual desires.

“Take Off” is a thriller drama, based 
on the ordeal of Indian nurses in the city of  
Tikrit, Iraq, in 2014. The film is the directo-
rial debut of editor Mahesh Narayan.

“Village Rockstars”, directed by Rima 

Das, is the story of a village girl who 
dreams to start her own rock band.

Other than these three, films featured 
in the section are - “Ana, mon amour” 
(Romania-Germany-France), “BPM” 
(France), “Angels Wear White” (China), 
“Racer and the Jailbird” (Belgium-Nether-
lands-France), “Dark Skull” (Bolivia-Qa-
tar), “Freedom” (Germany-Slovakia), “The 
Great Buddha +” (Taiwan), “Blank 13” 
(Japan), “Marionette” (South Korea), “Still 
Night Still Light” (Canada-China-Mexico), 
“Shuttle Life” (Malaysia) and “A Man of  
Integrity” (Iran).

IFFI, founded in 1952, is one of the 
most significant film festivals in Asia. It will 
be held from the November 20- 28 in Goa.

PTI

T
he story of the 
protagonist 
in “Julie 2” is 
based on the life 
of a well-known 

glamorous actress of the 
1990s and 2000s.

The film’s makers are 
withholding the actress’ 
name to avoid legal trouble 
for the film, says its pre-
senter Pahlaj Nihalani.

As a hint, the actress 
concerned started her 
career with a Hindi film 
featuring one of the Khan 
superstars. But it was her 
booming career in the 
south, in Tamil and Telugu 
cinema, that made her a 
star. However, her affair 

with a married Tamil-
Telugu superstar drove her 
out of the south Indian 
film industry and she went 
on to become a big name 
in Bhojpuri films.

Such incidents and 
episodes from the real-life 
actress are replicated faith-
fully in “Julie 2”.

“Julie 2” lead actress 
Raai Laxmi said: “I am 
not denying the similarities 
between my character and 
the actress. These similari-
ties are there. I don’t know 
if they’re deliberate or just 
a coincidence.”

However, Nihalani 
said: “It’s definitely based 
on the actress.... In fact, 

one of the main actors 
who is a part of our cast 
was also involved with that 
actress. We are not naming 
her as we don’t want our 
film to be stopped.

“But once the film 
opens next Friday, it will 
be obvious to all which 
real-life actress Raai Laxmi 
is playing.”

Does Nihalani antici-
pate any legal trouble?

“It’s possible that the 
actress may recognize 
herself and come forward. 
However, we have made 
sure she is not mentioned 
anywhere in any of the 
press meets.”

IANS

PTI/AP

India’s Manushi Chillar is crowned Miss 
World during the beauty pageant held 
in Sanya in southern China’s Hainan 
province on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2017. 
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MAAM President Asola Ozukum (Center) along with General Secretary Imsulemla Aier and 
member Ajung Soyah after the press conference at Black&White restaurant on Nov. 19.

Happy 23rd Birth  
Anniversary 
Dear Alka Debnath
Wishing you many 
many happy return 
of the day we pray 
your special day 
filled with all the 
glory and wonder of  
God’s 
Happy Birth Day

Biswajit and Anu 
Debnath

Miss Wokha Grace W Ezung (Middle) flanked by first runner-up Lyingbeni Tungoe and second runner-up 
Lorenbei Yanthan respectively. 

EM Images
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1655SUD0KU 1494 
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1654

ACROSS
1. Barrier
6. To chew
10. Limb plaster
14. Tellers of untruths
15. Subtle emanation
16. Fully developed
17. Jargon
18. Cylindrical device to take up 

string or wire
19. Similar
20. Communications
22. Machines that make things less 

wet
24. Vertical member in a wall
25. From the French for “Well-

groomed”
26. Less speedy
29. Narcotics
30. Device on a guitar
31. Unchanged
37. “Discoverer” of DNA, Oswald 

Theodore _____
39. Avenue
40. Regretful
41. Nonsense
44. Neck hair on a horse or lion
45. Clay or sandy loam
46. Spoke foolishly
48. Person who gives massages
52. Arched room
53. Admittance
54. Renunciation
58. Fecal matter (slang)
59. Trees
61. Scary
62. Protagonist

63. Braided cord
64. Monofilament or gut
65. Spotted
66. “Talk back”
67. Delay 
DOWN
1. Flim ____
2. Ireland
3. Harangues
4. What you’re doing right now
5. Large property
6. Had compassion
7. Colors
8. Metric units of area
9. _______ Astoria
10. Golfer _____ Stadler

11. American painter and artist 
Charles Avery _____

12. Tapering structure
13. Strained 21. Hindu spiritual 

leader
23. Grains from a certain swamp 

grass
25. Vaults
26. Crust over a sore
27. Magma
28. German car maker
29. Pertaining to the seas
32. Lowest point
33. Capable
34. Device to capture animals
35. Sea eagle

36. Colored
38. Affirmatives 
42. People who stir things up
43. Drug injector
47. Estimate
48. Papier _____
49. Units of land
50. Steep slope
51. Native Indian soldier under 

British discipline
52. Vaulted recesses in a church
54. Amplifiers (slang)
55. Region
56. Foot of a window
57. Scream
60. Haitian voodoo diety
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This protein can reduce 
spreading of cancer

Stimulating brain activity may 
protect from anxiety – study

NASA shows how Earth changed in 20 years

This exoplanet may have atmospheric 
ingredients similar to Earth’s

On world toilet day, know 
how you can avoid germs in a 
public washroom

New catalyst developed 
to recycle CO2, methane

‘Drug-resistant organisms causing 
spike in infectious diseases’
New Delhi ,  Nov.  19 
(IANS): Multi Drug Re-
sistant organisms that 
cause deadly infections are 
spreading resulting in com-
munity-acquired infections, 
reveals a new study by city’s 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital 
(SRGH).

The new findings are 
worrying because the or-
ganisms are resistant to 
latest generations of  an-
tibiotics, leading to high 
mortality.

The hospital analysed 
201 patients with commu-
nity-acquired infections for 
the study. It found their 
infections carry “classical-
ly hospital strains” which 
were drug resistant with 
high mortality.

Researchers said that 
these patients did not come 
in contact with any health 
facility in the last three 
months or more.

The study ‘Association 
of  high mortality with ex-
tended-spectrum-lactamase 
(ESBL) positive cultures in 
community acquired infec-
tions’, was conducted by 
Department 
o f  C r i t i -
cal Care of  
SRGH.

E S B L s 
are organ-
isms resis-
tant to vari-
ous  newer 
generation 
antibiotics 
and can be 
easily trans-
ferred in the 
community, the study said. 

These resistant infec-
tions pose therapeutic chal-
lenges to doctors during 
treatment and may there-
fore be associated with high 
morbidity and mortality.

“The distinction be-

tween community-acquired 
and hospital-acquired infec-
tions is becoming increas-
ingly blurred,” said Sumit 
Ray, author of  the study 
and vice-chairman of criti-

cal care at SRGH. 
“The main reasons for 

this are the spread of  clas-
sically ‘hospital’ strains, 
particularly resistant Kleb-
seilla and E. Coli, into the 
community and vice versa, 
and repeated admissions of  

individuals to hospitals with 
long standing underlying 
diseases.”

He said in addition, the 
contribution of  antibiotic 
resistance due to easy avail-

ability of  an-
tibiotics, often 
used without 
medical su-
pervision, has 
resulted in the 
increasing res-
ervoir of  po-
tential infec-
tions.

“The resis-
tance to high-
end antibiotics 
by organisms 

contracted by patients in 
the community resulting in 
high mortality, seen in our 
study, is a cause for worry 
and needs further research 
and proper action plan,” 
Ray said.

According to the re-

searchers, the striking point 
noted in the results is the 
emergence of E.coli as most 
common bacteria in the 
community causing bac-
teraemia, respiratory and 
urinary tract infection. 

They are also causing 
higher mortality in ESBL 
positive producers as com-
pared to ESBL negative 
producers. 

“A high percentage 
(63.44 per cent) of  these 
E.coli was ESBL producers. 
This reflects the increased 
resistance pattern to high 
end antibiotics in hospital 
acquired infections due to 
inadvertent early use of  
third generation cephalo-
sporins in the last decade, 
which is further trickling 
over into the community, 
because of  plasmid-medi-
ated transfer of  its genetic 
materials during conjuga-
tion,” the study added.

N ew  Yo r k ,  N ov.  1 9 
(IANS): Researchers have 
discovered a new protein 
that could reduce the spread 
of  cancer by binding the 
cancer cells together and 
allowing them to invade 
tissues.

The study conducted 
by the researchers from 
University of  Guelph, On-
tario, has identified a pro-
tein called cadherin-22, a 
potential factor in cancer 
metastasis or the spread of  
cancer.

The protien also de-
creased the adhesion and 
invasion rate of  breast and 
brain cancer cells by up to 
90 per cent. 

“Cadherin-22 could be a 
powerful prognostic marker 
for advanced cancer stages 
and patient outcomes,” said 
lead author Jim Uniacke, a 

professor at the varsity. 
“If  you can find a treat-

ment or a drug that can 
block cadherin-22, you 
could potentially prevent 
cancer cells from moving, 
invading and metastasiz-
ing.” 

The study, published in 
the journal Oncogene, looks 
specifically at hypoxia, a 
condition in which the tis-
sues receive less oxygen. 

The researchers found 
that it is precisely under 
conditions of  low oxygen 
that cancer cells trigger the 
production of cadherin-22, 
putting in motion a kind 
of  protein boost that helps 
bind cells together, enhanc-
ing cellular movement, in-
vasion and likely metastasis. 

Studying breast and 
brain cancer cells in a hy-
poxia incubator, the re-

searchers discovered that 
cadherin-22 is involved in 
this process to enable the 
spread of cancer cells. 

For both cancer types, 
the research team used mo-
lecular tools to reduce the 
amount of cadherin-22. 

They placed the human 
cancer cells into the incuba-
tor and lowered the oxygen 
to a level comparable to that 
in a tumour. The cells failed 
to spread. 

“One very powerful and 
common tool in cell and 
molecular biology labs is, 
you can remove a protein 
from a cell and see how that 
cell behaves without it. 

“We culture our cancer 
cells in this very low-oxygen 
environment, and they start 
behaving like they are inside 
a low-oxygen tumour,” Uni-
acke added.

New York,  Nov.  19 
(PTI): Boosting brain ac-
tivity by magnetic stimu-
lation or memory training 
may help protect from 
anxiety, a study claims.

The study found that 
people at-risk for anxiety 
were less likely to develop 
the disorder if  they had 
higher activity in a region 
of  the brain responsible 
for complex mental op-
erations.

They may a lso  be 
more likely to benefit 
from strategies that boost 
the brains dorsolateral 
prefrontal activity, includ-
ing cognitive behavioural 
therapy, working memory 
training, or transcranial 
magnetic  st imulation 
(TMS).

“ T h e s e  f i n d i n g s 
help reinforce a strategy 
whereby individuals may 
be able to improve their 
emotional functioning 
- their mood, their anxi-
ety, their experience of  
depression - not only by 

directly addressing those 
phenomena, but also by 
indirectly improving their 
general cognitive func-
tioning,” said Ahmad 
Hariri, from the Duke 
University in the US.

Prev ious  f ind ings 
show that people whose 
brains exhibit a high re-
sponse to threat and a low 
response to reward are 
more at risk of  developing 
symptoms of  anxiety and 
depression over time.

“We wanted to ad-
dress an area of  under-
standing mental illness 
that has been neglected, 
and that is the flip side of  
risk,” Hariri said.

“We are looking for 
variables that actually 
confer resiliency and pro-
tect individuals from de-
veloping problems,” he 
said.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Cere-
bral Cortex, the research-
ers followed 120 students. 
Each of  them completed 

a series of  mental health 
questionnaires and un-
derwent a type of  non-
invasive brain scan called 
functional Magnetic Res-
onance Imaging (fMRI) 
while engaged in tasks 
meant to activate specific 
regions of  the brain.

The researchers asked 
each participant to answer 
simple memory-based 
math problems to stimu-
late the dorsolateral pre-
frontal cortex.

The participants also 
viewed angry or scared 
faces to activate a region 
of  the brain called the 
amygdala, and played a 
reward-based guessing 
game to stimulate activ-
ity in the brains ventral 
striatum.

“We found that if  you 
have a higher functioning 
dorsolateral prefrontal 
cortex, the imbalance in 
these deeper brain struc-
tures is not expressed as 
changes in mood or anxi-
ety,” Hariri said.

Washington, Nov. 19 
(PTI): NASA scientists 
have compiled a captivat-
ing video that maps how 
the Earth’s surface has 
changed over a span of  
20 years, using data from 
various satellites.

In the Northern Hemi-
sphere, ecosystems wake 
up in the spring and sprout 
new leaves, while a fleet of  
Earth-observing satellites 
track the spread of  the 
newly green vegetation.

Meanwhi le,  in  the 
oceans, microscopic plants 
drift through the sunlit sur-
face waters and bloom into 
billions of  carbon dioxide-
absorbing organisms, and 
light-detecting instruments 
on satellites map the swirls 
of  their colour.

Satellites measured 
land and ocean life from 
space as early as the 1970s. 

However, it was not un-
til the launch of  the Sea-
viewing Wide Field-of-
view Sensor (SeaWiFS) in 
1997 that the space agency 
began what is now a con-
tinuous, global view of  
both land and ocean life.

A new animation cap-
tures the entirety of  this 
20-year record, made pos-
sible by multiple satellites, 
compressing a decades-
long view of  life on Earth 
into a captivating few min-
utes.

“These are incredibly 
evocative visualisations 
of  our living planet,” said 
Gene Carl Feldman, from 
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre in the US.

“That’s the Earth, that 
is it breathing every single 
day, changing with the 
seasons, responding to 
the Sun, to the changing 

New Delhi ,  Nov.  19 
(IANS): After using a 
public toilet, there are 
chances of  getting infec-
tions. On the occasion 
of  World Toilet Day on 
Sunday, experts suggest 
carrying toilet seat sprays, 
hand sanitizers and wipes 
while travelling.

Vikas Bagaria, found-
er of  PeeSafe, and Renu 
Malik, gynaecologist at 
Radix Health Care, have 
given a few inputs:
Urination devices
Waterproof  funnel-like 
devices, which are gener-
ally designed for women 
to help them urinate while 
standing.
Toilet seat sanitizer

Finding a clean and sani-
tized toilet while travel-
ling is a daunting task for 
everyone. Using public 
or common washrooms 
is the major cause of  in-
creasing urine infection 
-- UTI among Indians. 
Always carry and use toi-
let seat sanitizer sprays to 
avoid such infections.
Toilet powder
The powder helps control 
pests and reduce odours.
Hand sanitizer and wipes
A must-have in your bag 
if  you are often on pub-
lic transit. Contact with 
unseen germs on the go is 
unavoidable. Always keep 
a hand sanitizer and a few 
wet wipes handy.

London, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
Researchers have developed 
a new and cost-effective cata-
lyst to recycle two of  the 
main causes behind climate 
change -- carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and methane (CH4).

“The goal we’re all chas-
ing as climate scientists is a 
way of reversing the impacts 
of harmful gases on our at-
mosphere -- this technology, 
which could see those harm-
ful gases not only removed 
but converted into renew-
able fuels for use in poorer 
countries is the Holy Grail 
of  climate science.” said 
Tomas R. Reina, Lecturer 
at the University of Surrey 
in the UK. “This is an ex-
tremely exciting project and 
we believe we have achieved 
something here that can 
make a real impact on CO2 
emissions,” Reina added.

In a study, published in 
the journal Applied Cataly-
sis B: Environmental, scien-
tists have described how they 

created an advanced nickel-
based catalyst strengthened 
with tin and ceria, and used 
it to transform CO2 and 
CH4 into a synthesis gas 
that can be used to produce 
fuels and a range of valuable 
chemicals.

While carbon capture 
technology is common, it 
can be expensive and, in 
most cases, requires extreme 
and precise conditions for 
the process to be successful, 
the researchers said. 

It is hoped that the new 
catalyst will help make the 
technology more widely 
available across industry and 
both easier and cheaper for 
it to be extracted from the 
atmosphere, they added.

“Utilising CO2 in this 
way is a viable alternative to 
traditional carbon capture 
methods, which could make 
a sizable impact to the health 
of our planet,” Harvey Arel-
lano-Garcia, Professor at the 
University of Surrey noted.

winds, ocean currents and temperatures,” said Feldman.
Since the fall of  1997, NASA satellites have continu-

ously and globally observed all plant life at the surface 
of  the land and ocean.

Twenty years of  satellite data has helped scientists 
track phytoplankton populations in the ocean, study 

Washington, Nov. 19 
(IANS): Twice as big as 
Earth, the exoplanet 55 
Cancri e likely has an 
atmosphere thicker than 
Earth’s but with ingredi-
ents that could be similar 
to those of  Earth’s atmo-
sphere, says a new study.

The atmosphere of  
this mysterious planet 
could contain nitrogen, 
water and even oxygen 
-- molecules found in our 
atmosphere, too -- but 
with much higher tem-
peratures throughout, the 
researchers said. 

The density of  the 
planet is also similar to 
Earth, suggesting that it, 
too, is rocky. The intense 
heat from the host star 
would be far too great to 
support life, however, and 
could not maintain liquid 
water, according to the 
study published in The 
Astronomical Journal.

“Scientists have been 
debating whether this 

planet has an atmosphere 
like Earth and Venus, or 
just a rocky core and no 
atmosphere, like Mercury. 
The case for an atmo-
sphere is now stronger 
than ever,” said study 
co-author Renyu Hu, as-
tronomer at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California.

The findings are based 
on data from NASA’s 
Spitzer Space Telescope. 

The planet, which is 
believed to have lava flows 
on its surface and large 
amount of  diamonds in its 
interior by some scientists, 
is so close to its star, the 
same side of  the planet 
always faces the star, such 
that the planet has perma-
nent day and night sides. 

Using an improved 
model  of  how energy 
would flow throughout 
the planet and radiate 
back into space, the re-
searchers found that the 
night side of  the planet is 

not as cool as previously 
thought. 

The “cold” side is still 
quite toasty by Earthly 
standards, with an average 
of  1,300 to 1,400 degrees 
Celsius, and the hot side 
averages 2,300 degrees 
Celsius. The difference 
between the hot and cold 
sides would need to be 
more extreme if  there 
were no atmosphere, the 
study said. 

Spitzer observed 55 
Cancri e between June 15 
and July 15, 2013, using a 
camera specially designed 
for viewing infrared light, 
which is invisible to hu-
man eyes. 

Infrared light is an in-
dicator of  heat energy. 
By comparing changes 
in brightness Spitzer ob-
served to the energy flow 
models, the researchers 
realised an atmosphere 
with volatile materials 
could best explain the 
temperatures.

changing vegetation in the 
Arctic reaches of  North 
America, monitor crop 
yields and more.

The space-based view 
of  life allows scientists to 
monitor crop, forest and 
fisheries health around the 
globe. However, scientists 
have also discovered long-
term changes across con-
tinents and ocean basins.

As NASA begins its 
third decade of  global 
ocean and land measure-
ments, these discoveries 
point to important ques-
tions about how ecosys-
tems will respond to a 
changing cl imate and 
broad-scale changes in hu-
man interaction with the 
land. Satellites have mea-
sured the Arctic getting 
greener, as shrubs expand 
their range and thrive in 
warmer temperatures.

Obser vat ions  f rom 
space help determine agri-
cultural production global-
ly, and are used in famine 
early warning detection.

As ocean waters warm, 
satellites have detected 
a shift in phytoplankton 
populations across the 
planet’s five great ocean 
basins, the expansion of  
“biological deserts” where 
little life thrives.

As concentrations of  
carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere continue to rise 
and warm the climate, 
NASA’s global under-
standing of  plant life will 
play a critical role in moni-
toring carbon as it moves 
through the Earth system.

Get latest news & live 
updates on the go on your 
pc with News App. Down-
load The Times of  India 
news app for your device.
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11th Manipur Polo International tournament

Players of Kohima Press Club (blue) and Classic Club before the match at the Kohima local ground on Sunday.
EM Images

The Morocco team comprising of Bady Kebir, Hicham Zine, Rachid Haddouche and Philippe Darroux 
being accorded a warm welcome at the Mapal Kangjeibung, the oldest polo ground in the world in 
Imphal by the officials of Manipur Horse Riding and Polo Association. The team is in Manipur for the 
11th Manipur Polo International tournament which is scheduled to begin from Nov. 22. The visiting team 
had a warm up practice with the local players in the afternoon. Polo teams from Argentina and United 
States of America will be arriving on Monday.

EM Images

File photo of the New Market XI team during the second semifinal 
match at the Kohima local ground.

EM Images

Elite women athletes participate in the Airtel Delhi Half Marathon 2017 in New Delhi on Sunday.
PTI

India's Shikhar Dhawan and KL Rahul cross for a run during Day 4 of the first cricket test match against 
Sri Lanka at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Sunday.

PTI

FC Goa (in white jersey) player Ferran Telechea scores a goal against Chennaiyin FC during the Indian Super League (ISL) match 
in Chennai on Sunday.

PTI

Classic Cup: Can the trio of Thopi, Yhanshalo, 
Kezhose end title drought for New Market?

Classic Club lifts 10th Challenger Cup

India openers make merry against Sri Lanka bowlers to take 49-run lead

Ethiopians sweep Airtel Delhi 
Half Marathon 2017 races

ISL: FC Goa pip Chennaiyin FC in 5-goal thriller

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 19 (EMN): Clas-
sic Club Kohima (CCK) defeated 
Kohima Press Club (KPC) 4-1 to lift 
the 10th Challenger Cup played here 
at Kohima local ground on Sunday.

In the match, KPC opened the 
scoring through Narain B. Sagar of  
Kohima Press Club in the 3rd min-
ute but an equaliser goal was scored 
by Alakuo in the 34th minute, the 
first half ended with 1-1 score-line.

In the second half, with more 
substitute players replacing the aged 
players of  Classic Club, they took 
the advantage and started dominat-
ing the play with Mhaler Sekhose 
scoring the second goal in the 41st 
minute. Ruovizhalie scored a brace 
in the 45th and 49th minute to seal 
the victory for Classic Club. 

In individual prizes, Narain B. 
Sagar of KPC was adjudged the best 

scorer of the match, best defender 
was bagged by Tseituo Mere of  
CCK, best goalkeeper bagged by 
H.K. Chishi of KPC, best midfielder 
bagged by Neibu Sechii of  KPC, 
the highest goal scorer bagged by 
Ruovizhalie of CCK and player of  
the tournament bagged by Neibu 
Sekhose president of CCK. All the 
individual prize winners received 
certificate from the guest of honour, 
Vizale Sale pastor CRC Merhulietsa.

Earlier, a ‘thanksgiving service’, 
commemorating the 10th anniver-
sary of friendship and camaraderie 
between the two clubs, was held 
before the match.

KPC president Xavier Rutsa 
lauded the Classic Club for having 
organised the annual Classic Cup 
continuously since 1995, promot-
ing the game of football among the 
youth. He also acknowledged the 

club for incorporating the Challeng-
er Cup as part of the annual football 
tournament from 2006 onwards, 
which, he said, has strengthened 
cooperation and friendship between 
the KPC and the Classic Club.

Rutsa also paid tributes to Sahu 
Yiese of Classic Club and S Daiho 
Mao of  KPC who had actively 
participated in the earlier editions 
of the Challenger Cup but have now 
passed away.

Classic Club president K Neibou 
Sekhose, in his brief  speech, high-
lighted the history of the Challenger 
Cup. He said that even though the 
foot-balling skills of  the members 
of  the two clubs may not have 
improved much but the annual ex-
hibition match has strengthened the 
bond between them. He expressed 
that God has given them ‘this won-
derful fellowship’ and was optimistic 

that it could bring positive changes to 
the society.

Special guest of  the occasion, 
Baptist Mission Church pastor 
Rev. Moa Longchari exhorted the 
gathering that the actual meaning of  
thanksgiving was a prayer. Deliver-
ing a brief yet short message of kin-
ship of people from all walks of life, 
he stated that Jesus Christ compares 
each person to His body and each 
person has a role to play in this life 
which is not more important or less 
important than others’.

He appreciated the relationship 
shared by the KPC and Classic Club 
and called upon them to uphold the 
bond and give their best shot wher-
ever they are placed.

Fixture for Monday
Classic Cup final match 

New Market XI vs Barak FC at 
1:30 pm       

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 19 (EMN): 
Two times former cham-
pions New Market have 
reached the final of  the 
Classic Cup for the 7th time 
however their last trophy 
came way back  in 1998, 
and they have managed 
to reach the final for the 
fourth year. New Market 
FC has finished runners-up 
in 10th, 12th, 16th and 17th 
Classic Cup in 2004, 2006, 
2010 and 2011 respectively.

New Market are now in 
the final of the tournament 
after thrashing St Joseph’s 
College Jakhama 9-0 in the 
semis setting up the final 
clash against Barak FC on 
Nov. 20 (Monday) at the 
Kohima local ground.

New Market in this 
edition boasts the like of  
Kwetelhi Thopi, a former 
player of  Aizawl FC who 
is the joint highest scorer 
of  the tournament with 
nine goals. Mathew Ke-
zhose, who was the highest 
scorer in the NSF Martyrs’ 
Trophy this year along with 
Yhanshalo Kemp in the 
front line.

The deadly str iker 
Yhanshalo has scored 17 
goals for Kohima Komets 
in the 19th Classic Cup. So 
far, the three strikers have 
contributed 13 goals in four 
matches for New Market. 

According to a report 
made available by senior 
journalist and Kohima 
Press Club president Xavi-
er Rutsa, so far in Classic 
Cup from 1995-2017 (till 
the semifinal), New Mar-
ket has played 82 matches, 
won 48 matches, drawn 20 
matches, and lost only 14 
matches. They have scored 
a total of  179 goals and 
conceded 55 goals. New 
Market were the champions 
of Classic Club in the year 
1995 and 1998. 

But their last major title 
came way back in 2006 
when they lifted the Sekre-

nyi League trophy. Since 
then New Market FC have 
not won any trophies, 
though on several occasion 
it came close to finishing 
runner-up in various tour-
naments such as runners-up 
in the 12th Youth Soccer 
Cup in 2006, runners-up 
in 18th Royal Gold Cup in 
2008, runners-up for Ko-
hima Football league and 
Kohima Cup 2017. 

Can the trio strikers 
break the title drought for 
New Market that has lasted 
for more than 10 years and 
give the fans to cheer about 
before the Christmas?

Kolkata, Nov. 19 (IANS): 
Openers Shikhar Dhawan 
and Lokesh Rahul made 
mincemeat of the Sri Lank-
an bowling attack to help 
India take a 49 run-lead 
and end the fourth day at 
171/1 at the Eden Gardens 
here on Sunday.

Play was called off  ear-
ly due to bad light.

After the tourists put 
up 294 on the board riding 
veteran left-arm spinner 
Rangana Herath's 67 to 
take a 122-run lead, Dha-
wan (94 off  116; 11x4, 2x6) 
and Rahul (73 not out; 8x4) 
went through the gears 
with ease milking the likes 
of Suranga Lakmal (0/29) 
and Lahiru Gamage (0/47) 
around the park.

Dhawan missed out 
on his seventh hundred in 
the longest format of  the 
game by six runs. The pair 
engineered a 166-run stand 
for the first wicket.

Herath (0/25) could 
not make inroads as Dha-
wan brought up his fifty off  
74 balls, flicking Dilruwan 
Perera to deep wicket for a 
single, while Rahul racked 
up his ninth half-century 
in 11 matches with a single 
right of  mid-wicket to the 
same bowler.

Dhawan fell to Dasun 
Shanaka's (1/29) length 
delivery which nipped back 
and took the inside edge 
of  his bat to wicketkeeper 
Niroshan Dickwella. The 

southpaw, under fire after 
dropping a regulation catch 
on the third day and playing 
a poor shot in the first essay, 
went for a review straight-
away but was turned down.

Earlier, Perera stirred 
up a hornet's nest by ap-
parently looking towards 
the dressing room during a 
Review System (DRS) call 
in the 57th over of Lanka's 
innings. Batting on duck 
after playing seven balls 
with the score on 208/7, 

Perera was seen to be walk-
ing back after he was given 
leg before wicket by umpire 
Nigel Llong off  a Moham-
med Shami delivery which 
caught him in front of  off-
stump.

But after seemingly 
looking towards the dress-
ing room, he turned back 
to ask for a review which 
showed the impact of  the 
ball being outside the line 
of off  stump. 

According to the ICC's 

DRS Clause 3.2 (c): "In 
particular, signals from the 
dressing room must not be 
given."

Resuming the day on 
165/4, the tourists lost four 
wickets for 79 runs before 
Herath (67 off  105; 9x4) 
stitched together a 46-run 
stand for the ninth wicket 
with Lakmal (16 off  37; 
3x4) to steer Sri Lanka past 
the 100-run mark lead.

This is the 39-year's old 
third fifty in the longest 

Chennai, Nov. 19 (IANS): FC Goa 
saw off  a stirring fightback from Chen-
naiyin FC as they won 3-2 in their 
opening match of  the fourth Indian 
Super League (ISL) here on Sunday.

Goals from Ferran Corominas 
Telechea (25th minute), Manuel Lan-
zarote Bruno (29th), Mandar Rao 
Desai (39th) exposed Chennaiyin's 
weaknesses in their defensive structure 
in the first half. 

Down 0-3 at half-time, Chennayin 
came roaring back as Spanish Inigo 
Calderon's free-kick was poorly han-
dled by Goan custodian Laxmikant 
Kattiani in the 70th minute. 

Raphael Augusto converted a pen-
alty 13 minutes later to give some ner-
vous moments to Goa but the visiting 
outfit managed to seal a close win. 

The first two matches of  this ISL 
season went goalless and at the Jawaha-
rlal Nehru Stadium here, the two teams 
didn't have signs of ending the drought 
at the beginning. Both the teams were 
sluggish and it took 19 minutes for Goa 
to show their intent.

Telechea nicely set-up Brandon 
Fernandes with only the keeper to beat 
but the latter went for power instead 
of accuracy and hit it over. These two 
players then led a superb counter-attack 
following a corner for the hosts in the 
25th minute before Telechea drove to 
the low right corner of Karanjit Singh's 
goal.

Four minutes later, the Chennaiyin 
goalkeeper was tested again. He denied 
Telechea before diving forward to stop 
Mandar Rao Desai on the left but 

New Delhi, Nov. 19 (IANS): Ethiopia's 
Berhanu Legese and reigning Olympic 
10,000 metre champion Almaz Ayana 
clinched the respective elite men's and 
women's races at the Airtel Delhi Half  
Marathon here on Sunday. Legese, who 
won the 2015 edition of the ADHM clocked 
59:46 minutes followed by fellow Ethiopian 
Andamlak Belihu and American Leonard 
Korir, who completed their races in 59:51 
and 59:52 minutes respectively.

"I can't express the happiness in words," 
said an ecstatic Legese after the race.

The elite international women's cat-
egory saw a complete domination from 
the Ethiopians with Ayana completing her 
fantastic debut in half marathon with a tim-
ing of 1:07:11 followed by Ababel Yeshaneh 
(1:07:19) and Netsanet Gudeta (1:07:24).

After completing her maiden road racing 
event, Almaz the reigning World and Olym-
pic felt participating in a half marathon was 
easier than her exploits on the track.

Ayana, who broke the 10,000 metre 
world record, set in 1993, by clocking 29 
minutes at the Rio Olympics last year, how-
ever had little issues dealing with the early 
morning chill in the national capital.

"It is much easier to run a half marathon. 
There were a few problems with the road as 
I got confused. It was relatively colder which 
was also bit of an issue," she said.

The elite Indian men's field witnessed a 
close contest with a few milliseconds sepa-
rating veteran Nitendra Singh Rawat with 
last year's winner G. Lakshmanan as they 
consumed 1:03:53 to complete their races, 

while the third spot was grabbed by Avinash 
Sable (1:03:58).

L. Suriya dominated the elite Indian 
women's race, with a timing of  one hour 
10 minutes and 31 seconds followed by 
Sudha Singh (1:11:30) and Parul Choudhary 
(1:10:31) grabbing the other two places on 
the podium.

Sports Minister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore flagged off the race in the presence 
of Ravindra Singh Negi, CEO Airtel (Delhi 
and NCR circle) at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium here. Speaking to reporters, Ra-
thore said that he expected a great race with 
the air quality improving over the last couple 
of days in the national capital.

"Today weather wise, it's certainly bet-
ter and with the large number of Delhiites 
turning up for the run early morning, it feels 
so good. It is very nice to see the people feel 
so energised.

"The change in India that I noticed in 
terms of awareness towards health and fit-
ness is very positive for this country. We are 
the youngest nation in the world with 60 per 
cent of the population below-35 and we need 
to behave as the youngest as well. 

"Congratulations to the Airtel Delhi 
Half Marathon organisers, and the partici-
pants who have made it a succes. I wish the 
elite athletes as well as the Indians very well," 
he added.

A record 35,000 people participated in 
the annual half marathon, which nearly ran 
into trouble this year because of  poor air 
quality before the Delhi High Court allowed 
it to go ahead as scheduled.

format. 
Herath also joined 

hands with Perera (5) for 
a 43-run eighth wicket as-
sociation before the latter 
got out. Sri Lanka were all 
out for 294. Mohammed 
Shami (4/100) and Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar (4/88) 
were the pick of the bowl-
ers, with Shami taking all 
four wickets on Sunday.

The Bengal pacer ac-
counted for skipper Dinesh 
Chandimal (28 off  57; 
3x4), Niroshan Dickwella 
35 off  38; 5x4), Herath and 
Lakmal while Bhuvnesh-
war sent Dasun Shanaka 
packing for a duck.

Umesh Yadav took two 
wickets on the third day 
leaking 79 runs. R Ashwin 
and Ravindra Jadeja, who 
bowled just one over, re-
turned wicketless.

Lakmal, who was Sri 
Lanka's best bowlers in the 
first essay taking four wick-
ets, had to leave the field 
due to injury after bowling 
just two overs. He was back 
later in the session.

Shami's first spell of the 
day and fourth overall (7-0-
19-2) was excellent.

Not only did he bag the 
wickets of  the overnight 
batters, the fit-again fast 
bowler made the most of  
the early purchase from the 
wicket and used his skill to 
swing the ball away from 
the batsmen around the 
corridor of uncertainty.

Bruno grabbed the rebound and sent in a lob that hit 
the underneath of the cross-bar and went in, silencing 
the home crowd of 18,200.

Despite trailing 0-2, Chennaiyin didn't correct 
the chinks in their defensive organisation. When they 
went ahead, they left a lot of spaces which exposed 
them to counter-attacks. Goa came up with another 
counter-attack and the hosts conceded their third goal 
in the 39th minute as Bruno turned assist-maker for 
Desai, who rolled the ball past Karanjit.

Brandon continued to be impressive. He could 
have scored the fourth goal but he fired a crispy free-
kick which went inches above the goal ost before 
half-time. Chennaiyin came into the second half  
making two changes, bringing in Bikramjit Singh and 
Gregory Nelson in place of Slovenian forward Rene 

Mihelic and L. Dhanachandra Singh respectively.
Nelson made instant impact, although he was 

denied by the side-bar in the opening minute. Jeje 
Lalpekhlua too will consider it unlucky after being 
denied by the woodwork. With these two chances, 
Chennaiyin made a fresh start and upped the ante 
against Goa, who were having a 3-0 cushion.

Chennaiyin made some desperate attempts but 
the visitors held on, quite intent on preserving their 
lead. The hosts pounced on the defensive mindset of  
the visitors and Jeje was brought down inside the box, 
earning a penalty which was converted by Brazilian 
midfielder Augusto.

In the final few minutes, Chennaiyin used all their 
firepower but Goa held on for the 3-2 win and pocket 
three points.


